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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday criti-

cised the Opposition parties for
spreading “negativity in the
country”, alleging that the
Opposition leaders are adept at
creating controversies and
thereby not allowing develop-
ment of infrastructure in the
country.

Modi, who was on a visit to
poll-bound Rajasthan where he
inaugurated and laid founda-
tion stones of projects worth
�5000 crore, referred to the
“naysayers who question the
priorities between Aata and
Data, Sadak and Satellite”. Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot was
present at the function.

At Nathdwara town of the
State, the Prime Minister said
that along with basic facilities,
the creation of modern infra-
structure was equally impor-
tant. He said vote politics
makes it impossible to plan for
the country’s future. Modi
decried short-term thinking
of creating small assets which
fall short of the growing needs
very quickly. This thinking led
to neglect of the construction
of infrastructure at great cost to
the country, he said.

“Rajasthan has suffered a
lot due to the lack of a futuris-
tic vision for infrastructure in

the country”, the Prime
Minister remarked as he point-
ed out that the difficulties
faced by the people were not
limited to travelling from one
place to another but also
involved agriculture, business-
es and industries.

Interestingly, before Modi’s
address, Gehlot had drawn the
Prime Minister’s attention to
pending projects, including
Dungarpur-Ratlam via
Banswara rail line, Karauli-

Sarmathura rail line and
national project status to
Eastern Rajasthan Canal
Project. Gehlot also said that
the Opposition should be
respected in democracy and
that Prime Minister Modi “will
also move in this direction”.

“If this is done, the ruling
dispensation and the
Opposition will be able to
serve the country with more
vigour,” he said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Centre on Wednesday
told the Supreme Court it

has received responses from
seven States on the issue of
same-sex marriage and the
Governments of Rajasthan,
Andhra Pradesh and Assam
have opposed the petitioners’
contention seeking legal vali-
dation for such wedlock. 

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, told a five-judge
Constitution bench headed by
Chief Justice DY Chandrachud
that States like Manipur, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Sikkim have said the issue
needed a “very intense and
expansive debate” and they
would not be able to submit
their responses immediately.

The Centre had, in an affi-
davit filed in the top court ear-
lier, said it had issued a letter
on April 18 to all States invit-
ing comments and views on the
“seminal issue” raised in these
petitions. 

“At the outset, I had said

that we have written letters to
the State Governments. There
are seven responses, I am not
reading them, from Manipur,
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Assam,
Sikkim and Rajasthan. I am
placing them on record,” Mehta
told the bench, which also
comprised Justices S K Kaul, SR
Bhat, Hima Kohli and PS
Narasimha, on Wednesday.

“We have examined it and
we are opposed to the position
the petitioners are taking,” the
Rajasthan Government said,
adding some States opine that
the issue needed a “very intense
debate, so they would not be
able to respond immediately.” 

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will embark on an

official state visit to the US,
which will include a state din-
ner on June 22, following an
invitation from President
Joseph Biden and First Lady Jill
Biden, the Ministry of External
Affairs said on Wednesday.

The visit will underscore
the growing importance of the
strategic partnership between
India and the United States as
the two nations collaborate
across numerous sectors. The
leaders will have the opportu-
nity to review strong bilateral
cooperation in various areas of
mutual interest, including tech-
nology, trade, industry, educa-
tion, research, clean energy,
defense, security, healthcare,
and deepening people-to-peo-
ple connections, it said.

Continued on Page 2
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Pakistan’s former prime min-
ister Imran Khan was on

Wednesday sent on an eight-
day remand to the anti-cor-
ruption watchdog while a ses-
sions court indicted him in a
separate graft case, amid violent
protests that left at least seven
people dead and nearly 300
injured and prompted deploy-
ment of the Army in three
provinces — Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan

The 70-year-old chairman
of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) was taken into custody
by the paramilitary Rangers on
Tuesday on the orders of the
National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) by barging into a room
of the Islamabad High Court.

On Wednesday, Khan was
produced in the Anti-
Accountability Court No. 1
presided by judge Muhammad
Bashir, the same judge who had
convicted former premier
Nawaz Sharif and his daughter
Maryam in a corruption case of

having properties in London.
Later on announcing the

verdict, the court handed over
Khan for eight day to the NAB. 

In his statement, Khan told
the accountability court that he
was fearful for his life, the
Express Tribune newspaper
reported.

Separately, the District and
Sessions Court indicted Khan
in the Toshakhana case.

Army was deployed fol-
lowing violent clashes between
Imran Khan’s supporters and
security forces in Islamabad.

Continued on Page 2
See Edit: Taliban Khan
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Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has approved the

much-awaited Delhi Motor
Vehicle Aggregator Scheme,
2023  which include mandato-
ry panic buttons in taxis, inte-
gration with emergency
response number “112”, and
phase-wise transition to electric
vehicles (EVs) paving the way
for bike taxis to make a come-
back on Delhi’s roads.  

As per the scheme, the
main aim of this aggregator
scheme is to regulate cab aggre-
gators and delivery service
providers in Delhi.

Officials said the draft
scheme has now been sent to

the Delhi Lieutenant Governor
for approval. The draft will then
be put up for public feedback
and comments by the
Transport Department, after
which it will be given its final
shape, they added. Under this

scheme, bike taxis, which were
recently banned from plying in
the city, will also make a come-
back.

“This scheme prioritises
the safety of passengers and
ensures timely grievance
redressal, while also promoting
the use of electric vehicles and
reducing pollution levels in
the city,” the Chief Minister said
while approving the draft.

He explained that by tran-
sitioning to EVs and promot-
ing electric bike-taxis, the AAP
Government will be able to
reduce the pollution levels in
Delhi and create new oppor-
tunities for employment and
economic growth.

Continued on Page 2
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Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Wednesday met

his Jharkhand counterpart
Hemant Soren in Ranchi and
said their talks centred around
forming a “united Opposition”
to defeat the BJP in the 2024
Lok Sabha polls. This is his
third meeting within a fort-
night with the Chief Ministers
non-BJP Governments, which
includes Odisha CM Navin
Patnaik.

Nitish, along with his
deputy Tejashwi Yadav, held a
discussion with Soren for
around one hour at the latter’s
residence. “Our talks centred
around forming a united
Opposition and the result of the
discussion will be visible in the
upcoming 2024 Lok Sabha
elections,” Kumar told reporters

after the meeting.
“We will oppose attempts

by the Centre to make changes
in history. We will also restore
Hindu-Muslim unity,” Kumar,
the JD (U) leader, said. 

Continued on Page 2
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The exit polls for 224-mem-
ber Karnataka Assembly

— which went to elections on
on Wednesday with voter
turnout of 69.71 per cent —
predicted a close contest
between the ruling BJP and the
Congress, with some surveys
giving an edge to the latter in
a likely hung Assembly.
Counting of votes will be taken
up on May 13.

While the BJP is banking
on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s charisma to break a 38-
year-old poll jinx where the
State has never voted the
incumbent party to power, it is
likely that former Prime
Minister HD Deve Gowda-led
Janata Dal (Secular) will
emerge as a “kingmaker” as the
exit polls predicted 25 to 33
seats for it.  

In 2018 Assembly polls,
Karnataka recorded a 72.36 per
cent voter turnout which had
thrown up a hung Assembly
with the BJP emerging as the
single largest party with 104
seats, falling slightly short of
getting a majority.

Five out of the seven major
exit polls have given a slight
edge to the Congress, whereas,
two of them have predicted the
BJP to emerge as the single-
largest party. The aggregate of

the surveys so far suggests a
hung Assembly, with the
Congress emerging as the sin-
gle-largest party.

Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai rejected the exit polls,
asserting that his party will win
with a clear majority. “Exit
polls are exit polls. They can’t
be 100 per cent correct. There
will be variation that can
change the whole scenario.
Our ground report says we will
win with absolute majority.
Let us wait till May 13.”

The voting day also pre-
sented a sharp contrast where
a birth and a death happened
in polling booths.

The booths also witnessed
brides and bridegrooms voting
for their public representative
before tying the nuptial knot
with their chosen ones.

A woman delivered a baby
boy soon after casting her vote
at Korlagundi village in

Kurugodu Taluk of Ballari
district, according to reports. A
medical team along with some
other women present at the
booth made the arrangements
and helped the woman, who
developed pain, go into labour.
“Without much suffering, she
delivered a baby boy at the
polling station. The entire
polling booth burst into joy,” an
official said.

At Chikkole village in
Belur Taluk of Hassan district,
49-year-old Jayanna died of
heart attack soon after casting
his vote. In another incident,
Paravva Sidnal (70) died even
before casting her vote at
Yarajharvi village in Belagavi
district.

India Today-Axis My India
exit polls project the Congress
leading the race in Karnataka
with 122-140 seats, with BJP
62-80 and JD(S) 20-25 seats.

Continued on Page 2
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Heatwave is unlikely in Delhi-NCR
for a week more. India

Meteorological Department (IMD), a
fresh western disturbance is going to
affect the northwest region and it may
lead to a dust storm and drizzle in
Delhi-NCR on May 13. 

However after a week, the maxi-
mum temperature may hit the 42-
degree mark two to three days, said
Kuldeep Srivastava, the head of the
IMD’s regional forecasting centre.

“The maximum temperature will
continue to rise over the next few days
amid clear skies and it is predicted to
hit the 42-degrees Celsius mark by May
12-13. However, a heatwave is unlike-
ly till May 16-17,” he said. 

Delhi recorded a minimum tem-
perature of 20.9 degrees Celsius on
Wednesday and the maximum tem-
perature settled at 36.7 degrees Celsius,

three notches below normal.
The national Capital experienced a

long spell of cloudy weather and spo-
radic rainfall from April 21 to May 7,
which is rare during this time of the
year. May has been historically the

hottest month in Delhi, with a mean
maximum temperature of 39.5 degrees
Celsius. 

Officials attribute this to the back-
to-back western disturbances, weather
systems that originate in the

Mediterranean region and bring unsea-
sonal rainfall to northwest India. 

“Northwest India has seen three to
four WDs since April 21-22. Delhi has
not recorded a single heatwave day dur-
ing this period. This is unusual.
However, we cannot link it to climate
change in the absence of data. There is
no definite trend,” Srivastava said.

On Thursday last week, Delhi saw
an unusual episode of dense fog. The
minimum temperature dropped to 15.8
degrees Celsius, making it the third
coldest morning in May since 1901, said
India Meteorological Department. 

According to IMD data, the
Safdarjung Observatory has recorded
50.8 mm of rainfall in May so far. On
average, the capital logs 19.7 mm of
rainfall in the whole month. The city
recorded more than 20 mm of rainfall
in April, the highest in the month since
2017, due to back-to-back western dis-
turbances.
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New Delhi: Bypolls held in
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Odisha
and Meghalaya witnessed brisk
voting on Wednesday, with
the Northeastern State regis-
tering over 90 per cent voting.

The bypolls were conduct-
ed for two Assembly seats in
UP, one each in Meghalaya and
Odisha and the Jalandhar Lok
Sabha constituency in Punjab.

Till 5 pm, a voter turnout
of 50.27 per cent was recorded
in Jalandhar, while the Suar and
Chhanbey Assembly seats in
UP registered 41.78 and 39.51
per cent turnout respectively.
The Jharsuguda Assembly seat
in Odisha witnessed 68.12 per
cent polling.

���
����		�
���
�$��
��
*�+��,(�
���
'����	�-��+-��		
�

New Delhi: Indian laws permit
an individual to adopt a child
irrespective of marital status,
the Supreme Court said on
Wednesday while asserting the
law recognises there may be sit-
uations apart from an “ideal
family” having its own biolog-
ical children. In its submission,
child rights body NCPCR
argued that the concept of
gender may be “fluid” but not
mother and motherhood.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday will pronounce

its verdict on the Shiv Sena split
— which will decide the fate of
the Eknath Shinde-led
Government in Maharashtra —
and the vexatious Centre-Delhi
Government row over control
of services in the national

Capital. 
The five judge Constitution

bench comprising Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud and Justices
MR Shah, Krishna Murari,
Hima Kohli and PS Narasimha
will deliver verdicts on these
two cases. 

As per the cause list pub-
lished on the Supreme Court’s
website, a single judgment will
be pronounced by Justice
Chandrachud in both cases. 

Continued on Page 2
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From Page1
The Motor Vehicle

Aggregator Scheme 2023 will
be applicable to any individual
or entity that operates, on-
boards or manages a fleet of
motor vehicles through digital
or electronic means or any
other means to ferry passengers
or connect a driver offering to
deliver or pick up a product,
courier, package or parcel with
a seller, e-commerce entity or
consignor.

The scheme aims to ensure
passenger safety during trips
and the service quality of cab
aggregators, while also pro-
moting the transition to EVs. It
will make it mandatory for the
aggregators to install a panic
button in the vehicles and inte-
gration with 112 (Delhi Police)
for emergencies.

The scheme also includes
a mechanism to ensure timely
consumer grievance redressal
by the service providers,
enforcement of vehicle fitness,
pollution control and validity of
permits. It provides for driver

remedial training in instances
where a driver’s performance is
poor. “The scheme will also
mark a historic first for the
nation where a State
Government will be introduc-
ing a mandatory transition of
commercial vehicles from con-
ventional vehicles to electric
vehicles. The scheme provides
for phased mandates for fleet
operators to transition their
fleets from conventional vehi-
cles to electric,” the statement
said.

Its mandate will only apply
to an incremental percentage of
new on-boarded vehicles over
a period of four years to avoid
any knee-jerk reaction to exist-
ing livelihoods.

For example, five per cent
of the new on-boarded cars
need to be electric in the first
six months of the scheme. The
policy further mandates that
after four years from its noti-
fication, all new commercial
two-wheelers and three-wheel-
ers will need to be EVs.
Similarly, after five years from

its notification, all new com-
mercial four-wheelers need to
be EVs. The aggregators and
delivery service providers shall
also be mandated to switch to
electric fleets by April 1, 2030.
The scheme lays the foundation
for a regulatory provision for
bike-taxis and rent-a-bike ser-
vices. Since Delhi has never
allowed bike-taxis to operate in
the city, the scheme provides
for such services to be regulat-
ed. 

As a new business oppor-
tunity, the scheme ensures that
all bike-taxis and two-wheeler
renting services in the city
shall only be via electric two-
wheelers. These provisions are
in line with the Delhi EV
Policy 2020, the statement
added.

The scheme follows the
“polluter pays” principle. This
will make the per vehicle
licence fee for a conventional
vehicle significantly higher
than an electric vehicle. For
instance, there may be no
licence fee for an electric taxi,

but for a CNG taxi, it may be
�650. Secondly, all licence fees
and penalties under the scheme
shall be credited to the State EV
Fund, which in turn supports
all EV promotional activity.

Talking about the draft
scheme, Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot said Delhi has
achieved another milestone
with its Motor Vehicle
Aggregator scheme.  “This is
happening for the first time in
India when a state has given
targets to the aggregator to elec-
trify their fleets and regulate
such service providers in the
city, with the goal of ensuring
passenger safety and reducing
pollution with sustainable pub-
lic transportation in the city.

“We have introduced a
polluter pays principle, where
onboarding of any electric
vehicle will have zero licence
fee. The scheme also lays the
foundation for a regulatory
provision for bike taxis (two-
wheeler ride-hailing services)
and rent-a-bike services,” he
added.
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Shiv Sena split case is having a clutch of cross-petitions filed by the Uddhav Thackeray and

Eknath Shinde factions of the Shiv Sena pertaining to the 2022 Maharashtra political crisis. 
The Uddhav Thackeray faction was represented by senior advocates Kapil Sibal, AM Singhvi,

Devadatt Kamat and advocate Amit Anand Tiwari, while the Shinde camp was represented by
senior advocates Neeraj Kishan Kaul, Harish Salve, Mahesh Jethmalani and advocate Abhikalp
Pratap Singh. Solicitor General Tushar Mehta represented the office of the Governor. 

The Constitution bench was set up to hear the legal issue concerning the scope of legislative
and executive powers of the Centre and the National Capital Territory government over control
of services in Delhi. On May 6 last year, the top court had referred the issue of control of ser-
vices in Delhi to a five-judge Constitution bench. 

The plea moved by the Delhi Government arises out of a split verdict of February 14, 2019,
in which a two-judge bench of Justices AK Sikri and Ashok Bhushan, both now retired, had rec-
ommended to the CJI that a three-judge bench be set up to finally decide the issue of control of
services in the national capital. 

Justice Bhushan had ruled that the Delhi Government had no power at all over administra-
tive services, while Justice Sikri had made a distinction. He had said the transfer or posting of
officers in the top echelons of the bureaucracy (joint director and above) can only be done by
the Centre and the L-G’s view will prevail in case of a difference of opinion on matters related to
other bureaucrats.  In a 2018 judgment, a five-judge Constitution bench had unanimously held
that the Delhi LG was bound by the aid and advice of the elected Government, and both need-
ed to work harmoniously with each other. Solicitor General Tushar Mehta and senior advocate
AM Singhvi for the Centre and the Delhi Government respectively.

From Page1
The bench was hearing

arguments for the ninth day on
a batch of petitions seeking
legal validation for same-sex
marriage. The arguments
remained inconclusive and will
continue on Thursday.

Responding to the Centre’s
letter for views of the state
Governments on this issue,
the State of Manipur has said
its views or comments on this
matter will require detailed
assessment on the existing
social customs, practices, val-
ues, rules etc that may be
prevalent in different sections
of the society.

Similarly, in its communi-
cation to the Union Law
Ministry, the State of Andhra
Pradesh said it has consulted
the heads of various religions

in the State on the same-sex
marriage. Referring to their
opinions, the special chief sec-
retary to the Government of
Andhra Pradesh has said,
“After considering the above
views, I am to inform that the
State of Andhra Pradesh is
against the same sex marriage
and/or persons belonging to
LGBTQIA+ community”.

In its communication to
the Union Law Ministry, the
State of Uttar Pradesh has said
the question involved in these
petitions is a “sensitive subject”
affecting various sections of the
society and different religious
denominations. 

“The State Government
cannot formulate its compre-
hensive response without wide
consultation with all sections of
the society. 

From Page1
In all his meetings, Nitish

is accompanied by his major
alliance partner and his deputy
in the Government RJD leader
Tejashwi.  And on all the
counts, sources said the lead-
ers discussed the one-seat-
one-candidate which is being
dubbed as “Nitish Formula”. An
ambitious Nitish is eyeing to be
the consensus Prime
Ministerial Opposition candi-
date, however, he has rejected
the speculation.

The meeting with Soren is
seen as part of Nitish’s efforts
to bring all non-NDA parties
together to defeat the BJP in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections. The
Bihar CM, who snapped ties
with the BJP last year, vowing

to defeat it in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls, has toured many
places and met political leaders
of various hues as part of his
“Opposition unity drive”. Nitish
called on his Odisha counter-
part at his residence in
Bhubaneswar on Tuesday and
held a discussion with him for
more than an hour. Recently, he
also held talks with West
Bengal Chief Minister and
TMC supremo Mamata
Banerjee and Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav.

Nitish and Yadav had in
April met Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge in Delhi in
presence of Rahul Gandhi and
pledged to bring all Opposition
parties together for a united
front against the BJP. 

From Page1
The C-Voter survey pre-

dicts the Congress to emerge as
the single-largest party, with
victory in 100-112 seats, where-
as the BJP is predicted to bag
83-95. The JD(S) is seen to be
winning only 21-29 seats.

Republic P-MARQ pre-
dicts 94 to 108 seats for the
Congress, 85-100 for the BJP
and 24-32 for the JD(S).

The India Today-Axis My
India predicts varying perfor-
mance by the BJP and the
Congress from one region to
another in Karnataka. The BJP
is to sweep in coastal Karnataka
and to get 16 seats and the
Congress is likely to get 3
seats, the BJP likely to get 50
per cent vote share and the
Congress 40 per cent vote
share in coastal region. But in
central Karnataka, the India
Today-Axis My India predicts
that the Congress will win

more than half of seats  by win-
ning 12 seats out of 23 seats, the
BJP 10 seats and the JD(S) will
settle with one seat in this  the
Lingayat dominated area and
the home turf of former CM
Yediyurappa. The Congress
seems to be having the edge in
the Bengaluru region, with the
India Today-Axis My India
survey predicting 17 out of the
28 seats for the Congress, 10 for
the BJP, and 1 for JD(S).

According to India Today-
Axis exit survey, the Congress
is set to sweep the Hyderabad
Karnataka region, with a like-
ly win in 32 out of the 40
assembly segments and BJP is
predicted to win seven seats,
and the JD(S) one. 

According to Today’s
Chanakya, the BJP is likely to
grab a vote share of 68 percent
among the Lingayat voters, 47
percent among STs and 45
percent among the OBCs.

From Page1
Prime Minister Modi and

President Biden will also
explore ways to strengthen
India-US collaboration in
pluri-lateral and multilateral
fora, including in the G20.
They would reflect on their
shared vision for a free, open,
and inclusive Indo-Pacific and
discuss opportunities to expand
and consolidate the Quad
engagement.

This historic visit offers a
valuable opportunity for India
and the US to further deepen
a comprehensive and forward-
looking global strategic part-
nership.

Incidentally, Modi and
Biden will meet at the Quad
summit on May 24 hosted by
Australia. Similarly, Biden is
expected to visit India in
September to take part in the
G-20 summit in New Delhi.
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At least 14 government

buildings/installations were set
on fire by the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party sup-
porters in Punjab province
following the dramatic arrest of
Khan in a corruption case on
Tuesday, police said.

The law enforcement
agencies have arrested 1,150
PTI supporters including
women in Punjab alone so far.
Two top leaders - PTI
Secretary General Asad Umar,
former Punjab governor Omar
Sarfraz Cheema and PTI Vice
Chairman Shah Mahmood
Qureshi - were also arrested on
Wednesday.

The situation in Lahore
and several other cities of
Punjab remained tense on
Wednesday in the wake of the
arrest of the PTI chief.

As the police failed to con-
trol the law-and-order situa-
tion in the province, the
Punjab government called for
the deployment of the Pakistan
Army.

As many as 10 companies
of the army have been request-
ed to be deployed in the
province of 120 million to
control the situation. The fed-
eral government has approved
deployment of the Army in
Punjab.

Khan was present in the
court and pleaded not guilty
when the charges were read.
He also refused to sign the
court documents, according to
Geo News channel.

The case was filed last
year by the Election
Commission of Pakistan and
Khan had skipped several
hearings in the past months.
The charges are about the alle-
gation that Khan concealed the
proceeds of sale from the state
gifts.

The New Police Guest
House located in the high
security premises of Police
Lines Headquarters at Sector
H-11/1 area of Islamabad was
declared as a court for the pur-
pose of hearing two cases
against the former cricketer-
turned-politician.

Citing sources, Geo News
said that a medical report sub-
mitted to the NAB showed that

Khan has been declared fit.
PTI Senior Vice President

Shah Mahmood Qureshi and
Secretary General Asad Umar
went to the Islamabad High
Court to file a plea against the
police decision to stop them
from seeing Khan.

However, before any legal
process was launched, Umar
was arrested by the anti-ter-
rorism squad of Islamabad
police as two new cases have
been launched against him for
the violence by the PTI protests
after Khan’s arrest. Later, media
reports said Qureshi and for-
mer Punjab governor Omar
Sarfraz Cheema were also
arrested.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan
Army warned Khan’s support-
ers against taking the law into
their hands and said it showed
“patience and restraint and
exercised extreme tolerance,”
not even caring about its rep-
utation, in the larger interest of
the country.

In a strongly-worded
statement, the army said that
May 9 will be remembered as
a “black chapter”, referring to
the protests “targeting army
property and installations.”

“This group wearing a
political cloak” has done what
enemies could not do in 75
years, all “in the lust for
power,” the army said, adding
that the facilitators, planners
and political activists involved
in the protests had been iden-
tified and strict action would
be taken against them “as per
the law”.

It warned that any further
attack on the army, including
all law enforcement agencies,
military and state installations
and properties will be severe-
ly retaliated.

Meanwhile, clashes
between protesters and secu-
rity forces in the last 24 hours
have left at least seven people
dead and nearly 300 others
injured across Pakistan as the
army was deployed in Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan provinces to main-
tain law and order.

“The protesters have set on
fire 14 government installa-
tions/buildings and 21 police
vehicles in Punjab. Over 130

officials and officers of the
security agencies have been
wounded. Police arrested 1,150
miscreants during their clash-
es with the security agencies
and causing damage to the
state property,” the Punjab
police said.

According to the Khan’s
party, one person has been
killed each in Lahore,
Faisalabad and Burewala cities
of Punjab. It said over 150 pro-
testers have been injured in
Punjab alone.

In Peshawar, at least four
persons were killed and 27 oth-
ers injured in clashes between
protestors and police, a
spokesperson of Lady Reading
Hospital confirmed.

Protestors also set fire to
the building of state-run Radio
Pakistan, causing severe dam-
age to the studios, auditorium
and other facilities, Director
General Radio Pakistan
Peshawar Tahir Hassan told the
media.

The office of state-owned
Associated Press of Pakistan
located in the building was
ransacked and damaged. In
Islamabad, the protestors
clashed with police and the
Srinagar Highway linking the
national capital with its inter-
national airport remained
blocked for several hours.

IG Islamabad Akbar Nasir
Khan told the media that at
least five police personnel were
injured.

In Sindh, the government
imposed Section 144 to control
the situation and police arrest-
ed around 270 people.

PTI leader Fawad
Chaudhry asked his support-
ers to remain peaceful, saying
that efforts were underway to
portray the party as a violent
party. 

The Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
said that internet services
across the country will remain
suspended for an indefinite
period. It confirmed that the
decision to block mobile
broadband services was taken
on the directives of the Interior
Ministry.

The services were shut
down as protests erupted after
Khan’s arrest. 
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The bench was hearing arguments for the ninth day on a batch of petitions seeking legal val-

idation for same-sex marriage. The arguments remained inconclusive and will continue on Thursday.
Responding to the Centre’s letter for views of the state Governments on this issue, the State

of Manipur has said its views or comments on this matter will require detailed assessment on the
existing social customs, practices, values, rules etc that may be prevalent in different sections of
the society.

Similarly, in its communication to the Union Law Ministry, the State of Andhra Pradesh said
it has consulted the heads of various religions in the State on the same-sex marriage. Referring
to their opinions, the special chief secretary to the Government of Andhra Pradesh has said, “After
considering the above views, I am to inform that the State of Andhra Pradesh is against the same
sex marriage and/or persons belonging to LGBTQIA+ community”.

In its communication to the Union Law Ministry, the State of Uttar Pradesh has said the ques-
tion involved in these petitions is a “sensitive subject” affecting various sections of the society
and different religious denominations. 

“The State Government cannot formulate its comprehensive response without wide consul-
tation with all sections of the society. Hence, it would not be possible for the State Government
to provide any comprehensive response in such a short period of time,” it said, while seeking addi-
tional time to prepare a proper response.

The Maharashtra Government, in its communication to the Union Law Ministry, has said
the State would have to hold detailed and meaningful consultations with a cross section of soci-
ety. The State of Assam has told the Union Law Ministry that the subject invokes new interpre-
tations and challenges the validity of laws concerning marriage and personal laws enforced in
the state with diverse cultures, creed, customs and religions.

“Further, it would be prudent to maintain that legislation is the prerogative of legislature, at
Centre and in States, and the courts may like to view the matter in accordance with core princi-
ples of our democratic structure. 

The legislature reflects the collective wisdom of the nation and its citizens, and it solely pos-
sesses the power to enact a law governing human relationships,” the Assam Government has said.
It said marriage, divorce and ancillary subjects fall under entry 5 of Concurrent list of the
Constitution and hence, it is also in the domain of the State legislature in a manner that it is in
the domain of Parliament.
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Bypolls held in Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, Odisha

and Meghalaya witnessed brisk
voting on Wednesday, with
the northeastern State regis-
tering a polling percentage of
more than 90. The bypolls
were conducted for two
Assembly seats in Uttar
Pradesh, one each in
Meghalaya and Odisha and
the Jalandhar Lok Sabha con-
stituency in Punjab.

Till 5 pm, a voter turnout
of 50.27 per cent was recorded
in Jalandhar, while the Suar and
Chhanbey Assembly seats in
Uttar Pradesh registered a
polling percentage of 41.78
and 39.51 respectively. The

Jharsuguda Assembly segment
in Odisha witnessed 68.12 per
cent polling while the Sohiong
Assembly seat in Meghalaya
recorded a voter turnout of
91.56 per cent.

The Jalandhar Lok Sabha
seat fell vacant following the
death of Congress MP Santokh
Singh Chaudhary due to a car-
diac arrest during the party's
Bharat Jodo Yatra in January. It
witnessed a four-cornered elec-
toral battle involving the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), the
Congress, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD).

Prominent among those
who exercised their franchise
were AAP candidate Sushil
Rinku, Congress nominee
Karamjit Kaur Chaudhary,
MLA Pargat Singh and AAP
MP Balbir Singh Seechewal.
Opposition party leaders
accused the AAP of violating
the Model Code of Conduct by
deploying “outsiders” at sever-

al booths, a charge denied by
the ruling party. The Congress
candidate, through her election
agent, wrote a letter to the chief
election commissioner, alleging
that AAP leaders and workers
came from outside the con-
stituency for campaigning and
were present in almost every
village and ward. “The ruling
AAP is misusing the govern-
ment machinery and no action
is being taken by the returning
officer and the assistant return-
ing officers,” she alleged.

A total of 16,21,800 voters
— 8,44,904 males, 7,76,855
females and 41 third-gender
voters — were eligible to exer-
cise their franchise in the
Jalandhar bypoll.  Nineteen
candidates, including four
women, were in the fray. 

The AAP fielded former
MLA Sushil Rinku, who quit
the Congress, while the
Congress kept its faith in
Karamjit Kaur, the wife of
Santokh Chaudhary.  The BJP

fielded Inder Iqbal Singh Atwal,
a Dalit Sikh who quit the SAD
to join the saffron party. Atwal
is the son of former Punjab
Assembly speaker Charanjit
Singh Atwal.  

The SAD fielded its two-
time MLA from Banga,
Sukhwinder Kumar Sukhi, who
is a medical practitioner by
profession. The SAD candidate
was backed by the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP).

The seat is considered to be
a stronghold of the Congress,
which has remained undefeat-
ed here since 1999.  There was
a direct contest between the
ruling BJP-led coalition and
opposition Samajwadi Party
(SP) in the Suar and Chhanbey
Assembly bypolls in Uttar
Pradesh.  According to officials,
a total of 6.62 lakh voters (3.51
lakh males, 3.11 lakh females
and 82 third-gender voters)
were eligible to cast their votes
in the two constituencies. A
total of 14 candidates — six in

Suar and eight in Chhanbey -
- were in the fray. Amid the SP's
charges that police prevented
people from casting their votes
in some booths, the Suar seat
recorded 41.78 per cent polling,
while Chhanbey recorded a
voting percentage of 39.51 till
5 pm.

In a tweet from its official
Twitter handle, the SP said: “In
Khempur, Rasoolpur, Faridpur,
Samodia in the Suar seat of
Rampur, police are preventing
voters from voting. Voters are
returned from polling booths.
Election Commission should
take cognisance and ensure
fair elections.” In another tweet,
the party accused state minis-
ter Ashish Patel (of Apna Dal-
S) of threatening SP workers.

Officials, however, denied
any discrepancies and said the
polling was free and fair. The
Mayawati-led BSP did not con-
test the bypolls, while the
Congress had fielded its can-
didate only in Chhanbey.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed four persons for alleged-

ly robbing Rs 40 lakh cash and
gold from a jewellery shop in
east Delhi's Shahdara by pos-
ing as CBI officials after being
inspired by Bollywood actor
Akshay Kumar’s movie “Special
26”.   The accused have been
identified as Sandeep
Bhatnagar, (54), Pawan Gupta,
(47), Yogesh Kumar, (58) and
Himanshu (35).

According to police,
inspired by “Special-26”,
accused Bhatnagar, suspected
to be the kingpin of the gang,
hatched a plan and executed
the robbery with the help of his
associates. On April 17, six per-
sons including a woman, pos-
ing as CBI officials, entered a

jeweller's shop in Shahdara's
Farsh Bazaar and told the vic-
tim that they had information
about his involvement in ille-
gal gold business, they said.  

The robbers threatened
him to pay 1 crore to settle the
matter. In fear of action by the
agency, the victim paid Rs 40
lakhs cash and gave 500 grams
of gold to them. While leaving
the shop, they also took away
DVRs of the CCTV camera
installed inside the shop, police
said.

Ravindra Singh Yadav,
Special Commissioner of Police
(Crime) said after analysing
multiple CCTV cameras
installed near the scene of the
crime, the accused persons
were identified and following a
raid, four people were arrested
from their respective homes.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed four motorcyclists for

allegedly assaulting a man after
stopping his car in the middle
of the road in in west Delhi's
Nangloi area.  The incident, a
case of road rage, took place on
Sunday night near Nangloi
metro station over the use of
dipper lights.

The prompt action fol-
lowed an appeal by the victim,
Praveen Jangra, on Twitter
with a dashboard camera
footage of the incident that
occurred near Nangloi metro
station. 

At 8.52 am on Monday, the
man, Praveen Jangra, posted a
video on Twitter stating that
“some miscreants stopped me
in the middle of the road and
beat me up. All this happened
at Nangloi railway/metro sta-
tion. 
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The provost  of  Delhi
University’s PG men’s hos-

tel on Wednesday sent a
notice to Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi over his “sud-
den” visit to the facility last
week, saying “such a conduct
from a leader of a National
Party who has Z-plus securi-
ty is beyond dignity”. The
two-page note sent to Gandhi
by provost KP Singh said the
incident amounts to trespass
and irresponsible behaviour,
and asked the Congress leader
to “cease and desist” from tak-
ing any such step in the
future.

The provost said Rahul’s
“unexpected entry” into the
premises along with three
vehicles violated the pre-
scribed rules of the hostel. In
the notice, the provost men-
tioned rule 15.13 of the
Handbook of Information
and Rules of the Hostel that
states: “No resident shall
indulge in any activity in the
hostel premises other than
academic and residents coun-
cil activities.”

Rahul visited a Post-
Graduate Men’s Hostel of the
university on Friday, inter-
acted with some students and
had lunch with them. “The
Management Committee of
the Hostel in its emergent
meeting held on 06.05.2023 in
the presence of  Dean
Students’ Welfare and Proctor
of the University of Delhi has
unanimously decided and
resolved that such a conduct
from a leader of a National

Party who has Z-plus securi-
ty is beyond dignity,” the
notice mentioned.

It further said, “The
Hostel is governed by the
University of Delhi Act, 1922
and its Statutes, Ordinances,
Regulations and its own
‘Rules of Residence’, ‘Rules
regarding Dining Hal’ and
‘Guests’ for the smooth func-
tioning and welfare of its res-
ident students’ and for main-
taining proper discipline.”

“Needless to mention the
Administration of the Hostel
reserves the right to stop any
activity which according to
the administration goes
against the prescribed rules.
As an important part of the
maintenance of proper disci-
pline in the hostel, it is clear-
ly stipulated in Rule 15.13 of
the Handbook of Information
and Rules of the Hostel,” the
notice read. The Chairman
and other members of the
Management Committee of
the hostel have condemned
this incident amounting to
trespass and irresponsible
behaviour, the notice men-
tioned

“Moreover, such an inci-

dent had put all the persons
present in the hostel at that
time to grave and imminent
risk of bodily harm and safe-
ty. In view of above, you are
required to cease and desist
from taking any such unto-
ward step in future for the
wellbeing, safe keep of the
hostel residents, staff and the
authorities,” the note read.

A day after Rahul’s  visit,
the Delhi University issued a
sharp statement, saying the
“sudden and unauthorised”
entry raised serious security
concerns for the hostel
inmates and the leader.
“University authorities will
take necessary steps to avoid
such incidents of this tres-
passing and will ensure that
this does not happen in future
again,” it had said.

The National Students’
Union of India (NSUI), the
student wing of the Congress,
alleged on Tuesday that the
administration was under
pressure to take action against
Gandhi.

The registrar refuted the
allegation and said, “There is
no such pressure. It is a mat-
ter of discipline.”
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Delhi University’s Hindu
College has suspended 25

students for staging protests last
month over a cultural fest and
15 more for alleged fraud dur-
ing the Mecca’23.  At least two
more students were served
notices for both, their alleged
involvement in protest as well
as financial fraud, multiple
students have confirmed.

Anju Srivastava, the col-
lege principal, did not respond
to calls seeking a response.  “We
were told by the college official
that 42 students have been
served notice. But we are in
contact with at least 30 stu-
dents. The notices for both
kinds of offences mention sus-
pension, fine and the student
will be barred from taking any
post,” said a student who has
been served notice for holding
a protest.  The college hosted its
annual fest named ‘Mecca’ on
April 27 and 28.

Around 25 students have
been given notice for “gross
misconduct and extremely
inappropriate behaviour” dur-
ing the protest. In addition to
that 15 students have been
served notice regarding “finan-
cial fraud or cheating” during
the two-day event.   Sanjay
Godra (18) who is a second-
year student claimed that he
has been served both notices.

“I was not part of the
organising committee. I was
only protesting against the
administration over the
MEECA’23. I have no idea
why I have been served both
the notices,” he said.  Students

have alleged that there was no
disciplinary committee
involved, adding that no inves-
tigation was carried out before
taking action.

“They have imposed a Rs
10,000 penalty on us. Tell me
how will students pay? This is
a black law. The college did not
conduct any kind of investiga-
tion,” Godra alleged. Besides
facing suspension, students
will have to pay the fine of Rs
10,000 by May 12, the notices
accessed by PTI stated.

Around 100 students gath-
ered to protest on the campus
after the administration
allegedly asked them to cut
short the three-day cultural fest
to one on April 21. Some of the
students followed the principal
to her car when she was trying
to leave for an event.

“We have been told that
only those students who fol-
lowed the principal have been
served notices. But I was not
there. Moreover, several stu-
dents who were not even part
of the protest have been served
notices,” said another student.
Those served notices for
protests, allegedly blocked the
principal’s way when she was
going to attend a meeting at the
university, their notices men-
tioned.
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The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday ordered that

observations made by the trial
court while granting bail to two
businessmen — Gautam
Malhotra and Rajesh Joshi in
the money laundering case in
connection with the alleged
Delhi excise policy case  can-
not be relied upon by any
other co-accused in any pro-
ceedings.

“The observations in the
impugned order will not be
relied upon by any co-accused
person in any proceedings”
pertaining to the present case,”
Justice Dinesh Kumar Sharma
said after after the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) moved the
High Court challenging the
trial court’s order seeking can-
cellation of bail granted by the
special court on May 6 to
Rajesh Joshi, director of a pri-
vate firm involved in advertis-
ing campaigns for the Aam
Aadmi Party  (AAP) during its
Goa election campaign, and
Gautam Malhotra, son of
liquor baron and former Akali
Dal MLA Deep Malhotra. The
matter is next listed on July 20.

Additional Solicitor
General S V Raju, representing
the ED, said the trial court had
taken cognisance of the
chargesheet filed in the case on
May 1, noting that prima facie
case was made out. 
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The protesting wrestlers on
Wednesday demanded lie-

detector Narco Test on
Wrestling Federation of India
(WFI) president BJP MP Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh under
Supreme Court supervision
after he claimed innocence to
the allegations of sexual harass-
ment. Meanwhile, a city court
on Wednesday sought a status
report from the city police
over the FIRs registered against
WFI chief over sexual harass-
ment charges.

“Those people speaking in
favour of the WFI chief and
saying that we are lying, I
would say that Brij Bhushan
should undergo a Narco Test
under Supreme Court... And
also the seven women wrestlers
(who have alleged sexual
harassment),” said  Sakshi
Malik at a press conference.
“Whosoever is found guilty,
hang them.” she added.

The wrestlers did not,
however, give clarity on how
they are going to push for a
Narco Test as, according to law,
the consent of the accused is
mandatory. Only after that can
the investigating agencies pro-
ceed.

Sakshi also made an appeal
to the women of the country to
come forward and support the
wrestlers like they did in 2012
when the Nirbhaya case hap-
pened.

“I would request the wom-
enfolk in the country to sup-
port us just like they did in the
Nirbhaya case. Express soli-
darity with us because we are
also fighting for the cause of
women. If we win this fight, we
would have sent a strong mes-
sage, but if we lose we would go

back 50 years,” she said.  The
wrestlers also decided to wear
black armbands on Thursday
as a mark of protest over the
alleged inaction of the author-
ities.

“I appeal to all the indi-
viduals and organisations sup-
porting us to come and join us
in a black armband protest on
Thursday. Tomorrow, we will
express our opposition (virodh)
by wearing black armbands,”
said Vinesh, the 2018 Asian
Games gold medallist, on a day
which saw a big surge in the
number of protesters.

Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist Bajrang Punia said
contrary to public percep-
tion, the agitating wrestlers
were not against national
competitions taking place.
He said if the competitions
take place under the supervi-
sion of the Indian Olympic
Association-appointed ad hoc
panel, he would welcome
them.  “But if the WFI chief
is involved in any way, we will
oppose it,” said Punia.

“I request the IOA ad hoc
committee to organise all the
tournaments, because we also
do not want to halt wrestling
activity. We are not calling
wrestlers here (protest site)
because their training and
preparations will suffer. We

laud the constitution of the ad
hoc committee,” said Punia.

Earlier, Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Harjit
Singh Jaspal issues notice to the
Delhi Police over a plea moved
by the wrestlers seeking mon-
itoring of the investigation and
recording of the statement of
the alleged victims before the
court. The court directed the
police to file the report by May
12 when it will further hear the
matter.

The plea moved by the
women wrestlers had sought a
direction from the court to pro-
duce a status report on the
investigation in the matter.
The application claimed that
nothing has been done by the
police after the registration of
FIRs on April 28. “Police are
not ready to conduct any
inquiry. Not even the statement
of the victims have been
recorded before the court by
the police,” it claimed.

The copies of two FIRs
against Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh were also produced in
the court in a sealed cover. One
FIR was registered under the
POCSO Act in the matter of
sexual harassment with a
minor girl while another FIR
has been registered for sexual
harassment of other com-
plainants.
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The New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC)  meet-

ing on Wednesday witnessed
disruptions after the BJP
members raised the issue of
crores of rupees allegedly
spent on renovating Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s
official residence. The BJP
leader alleged that Kejriwal,
who was absent in the last two
meetings, attended
Wednesday’s meeting and
“left” the proceeding in
between. However, sources in
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
claimed that the chief minis-
ter left after the proceedings
were over. The BJP has been
attacking Kejriwal and AAP,

claiming Rs 45 crore was spent
on the renovation of the chief
minister’s residence 6, Flagstaff
Road during 2020-22. The
AAP has hit back, saying the
BJP was trying to divert atten-
tion from real issues by raising
this matter.

Addressing a press con-
ference, NDMC vice chairman
and Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Satish Upadhyaya

alleged, “The NDMC meeting
was disrupted after Kejriwal
was asked about the corrup-
tion”.  He said the chief min-
ister has done corruption with
the people of Delhi. The resi-
dence “Sheeshmahal-
Rangmahal” was built – crores
of rupees were spent on it,
including expensive curtains,
carpets, furniture, and marble.
Upadhyay said the Chief
Minister of Delhi is more vis-
ible in Punjab and other states
than in Delhi and rarely
attends council meetings.
“NDMC members asked him
several questions, but he did
not reply. We could not carry
out the proceedings,” he said.
The Chief Minister of Delhi
says something else and does

something else, he alleged.
“The people of Delhi

want an answer to the cor-
ruption. The changing colour
of the Chief Minister of Delhi,
the double character, the
hypocrisy should come in
front of the people. There is a
difference between his words
and actions, his appearance is
all scripted, for which the
public needs an answer,” he
said.

NDMC member and BJP
leader Kuljeet Singh Chahal
said he raised the issue of
expenditure on the CM’s res-
idence and showed pictures of
the house in the meeting.

Kejriwal is a member of
the NDMC by virtue of being
the New Delhi MLA.

According to the NDMC Act,
MLAs from this constituency
automatically become mem-
bers of the Council.  “We
could not carry out a simple
proceeding because Kejriwal
stayed mum during the meet-
ing and wanted the meeting to
end soon,” Chahal alleged at
the press conference.

On Tuesday, Lt Governor
V K Saxena sought a detailed
report from the chief secretary
within a week into allegations
levelled by Congress leader
Ajay Maken about “extrava-
gant” expenditure and viola-
tions in the renovation of the
chief minister’s official resi-
dence.  The AAP alleged that
the BJP and Congress are col-
luding against it.
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Agroup of people gate-
crashed a seminar on the

menace of stray dogs organised
by former Union Minister Vijay
Goel at Constitution Club on
Wednesday to registered their
protest. The animal lovers
argued with Goel and other
seminar organisers, seeking an
opportunity to present their
views. A video of the ruckus
showed two women slapping
each another.

Social activist and animal
lover Yogita Bhayana alleged
the organisers misbehaved with
them. “We wanted to speak our
mind. Rather than giving us a
platform, they started thrash-
ing us,” she alleged.

Bhayana claimed the
organisers had put up hoard-
ings with the face of a “fero-
cious dog” across the city to

promote the seminar. They
wanted to discuss something
on the line of an “anti-street
dog” drive, she claimed. Goel
said in a statement the seminar
was held to discuss a solution
to menace of stray dog biting
people but the “so-called” ani-
mal lovers disrupted the sem-
inar.

He said he had booked the
Speaker’s Hall for the seminar
but people of the Constitution
Club informed him that MP
Maneka Gandhi had also
booked the Deputy Speaker’s
Hall at the same time.
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In a resolute effort to tackle
Delhi’s mounting garbage cri-

sis, the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) has announced
significant measures to address
the issue head-on. The
Tehkhand Waste to Energy
Plant, a crucial component of
the waste management infra-
structure, will undergo a capac-
ity expansion of 50 per cent,
enabling the conversion of an
impressive 3,000 metric tons of
waste into electricity, the civic
body said in a statement.

To ensure the efficient
implementation of these ambi-
tious plans, Mayor Dr Shelly
Oberoi conducted an on-
ground inspection of the
Tehkhand Waste to Energy
Plant on Wednesday. The
inspection was aimed to assess

the current operations and iden-
tify areas for improvement in
order to maximise the plant’s
potential, it said.

Currently, the Tehkhand
Waste to Energy Plant generates
electricity from 2,000 metric
tons of garbage daily. In a bid to
further enhance its capacity, Dr
Shelly Oberoi announced the
installation of a new boiler
capable of processing an addi-
tional 1000 metric tons of waste.
This development will not only
boost electricity generation but

also contribute significantly to
reducing the city’s waste accu-
mulation, the statement said.

Speaking about the gov-
ernment’s endeavours, Dr Shelly
Oberoi stated that the AAP gov-
ernment remains steadfast in its
commitment to transforming
Delhi into a garbage-free city.
“The increase in the Tehkhand
Waste to Energy Plant’s capac-
ity exemplifies our dedication to
harnessing sustainable prac-
tices and converting waste into
a valuable resource,” she said.
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Delhi Police’s epic response to
Pakistani actor and a self

proclaimed social activist from
Karachi, Sehar Shinwari, who
sought action against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Research and Analysis Wing for
“spreading chaos and terrorism”
in her home country, is raking
up likes.

Taking to the micro-blog-
ging site, Shinwari on Tuesday
tweeted, “Anyone knows the
online link of Delhi Police? I
have to file a complain against
Indian PM and Indian
Intelligence Agency RAW who
are spreading chaos and terror-
ism in my country Pakistan. If

the Indian courts are free (as
they claim), then I am sure
Indian Supreme Court will pro-
vide me justice.”  

In a subsequent online out-
burst, Shinwari also requested
the United Nations’ intervention
in the case. The actress blamed
India for trying to escalate the
tension in her home country
and urged the UN to take
‘immediate action’.

Delhi Police was quick and
witty in its response.   “We are

afraid we still do not have juris-
diction in Pakistan. But, would
like to know how come you are
tweeting when the internet has
been shut down in your coun-
try!,” it tweeted from its official
Twitter handle.

Shinwari, caught off guard
by the Delhi Police’s response,
found herself in a predicament
– and the butt of humour.

Shinwari’s tweet came
against the backdrop of Imran
Khan’s dramatic arrest outside
the Islamabad High Court on
alleged corruption charges. The
arrest has led to violent clashes
between police and Khan’s sup-
porters, following which the
internet was disrupted across
multiple networks in Pakistan.
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Acity court has
sentenced nine

persons convicted in
a case pertaining to
the 2020 northeast
Delhi riots to seven years of rig-
orous imprisonment, observing
that communal riot is a men-
ace that poses a serious threat
to the sense of fraternity among
the citizens.

Additional Sessions Judge
Pulastya Pramachala on
Tuesday pronounced the order,
sentencing Mohd Shahnawaz,
Mohd Shoaib, Shahrukh,
Rashid, Azad, Ashraf Ali,

P a r v e z ,
M o h d
Faisal and
Rashid.

T h e
court also
said the
acts of the

convicts left a deep scar on the
social fabric, economy and sta-
bility of the country, besides
instilling a sense of insecurity
among the people and jeopar-
dizing the communal harmo-
ny in the society.            

On March 13, the court
had convicted the nine accused,
saying the charges levelled by
the prosecution were proved
beyond a reasonable doubt.
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ADelhi court on Wednesday
sought a status report from

the city police by May 12 on the
action taken on the FIRs reg-
istered against Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) chief
and BJP MP Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh over sexual
harassment allegations.
Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Harjit Singh Jaspal
issued notice to the Delhi
Police on a plea moved by the
wrestlers seeking monitoring of
the investigation and recording
of the statement of the alleged
victims before the court.  The
court will further hear the
matter on May 12.               

The application claimed
police have done nothing after
registering the FIRs on April
28.  “Police are not ready to
conduct any inquiry. Not even
the statements of the victims
have been recorded before the
court by the police,” said the
petition.  The copies of two
FIRs against Singh were also
produced in the court in a
sealed cover. While one FIR
was registered under the
POCSO Act for alleged sexual
harassment of a minor girl,
another was lodged for claimed
sexual harassment of the other

six complainants. 
The women wrestlers had

approached the Supreme Court
with their complaints following
which the FIRs were registered.
In accordance with the
Supreme Court order, the
statements of the victims were
ought to have been recorded
before the court within 24
hours of registration of the
FIRs, the counsel for the
wrestlers claimed. However,
the statements were recorded
three days after the FIRs were
lodged, the lawyer said. 

He claimed it has been
alleged that an officer in the
Sports Ministry called the hus-
band of one of the wrestlers and
asked him to settle the matter.
The counsel also alleged that

another official of a state
wrestling body approached the
coach and family of the victim
to get the matter settled.  “That
person said that the girls have
made a mistake. He said meet
Neta ji (Singh), he will settle the
matter,” the counsel claimed. 

A host of top wrestlers,
including Bajrang Punia,
Sakshi Malik and Vinesh
Phogat resumed a sit-in at
Jantar Mantar on April 23
demanding the arrest of Singh.
The wrestlers, who have won
awards at international com-
petitions, have been demand-
ing that the government make
public the findings of an over-
sight panel that investigated the
sexual harassment charges
against the WFI chief.
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In a significant move to pro-
mote reforms and bring ease

of doing business, Department
of Defence Production has
waived off Quality Assurance
(QA) charges levied by the
QA Agencies under its admin-
istrative control for the stores
meant for the exports. 

This industry friendly ini-
tiative would make the defence
products cost competitive in
global market.

The  Ministry provides
proof and testing facility to the
industry for their products
through its various Proof and
Testing establishments to make
the Indian defence products
more competitive in the inter-
national market.Charges are
levied by the QA Agencies and
the industry adds this charge to
the cost of the products which
adversely affect its cost com-
petitiveness.
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Congress on Wednesday
attempted to downplay

infighting in Rajasthan unit of
the party, and dismissed as a
“joke” and as “laughable” for-
mer deputy Chief Minister
Sachin Pilot’s remark that a
recent speech of  Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot indi-
cated his real leader is BJP’s
Vasundhara Raje and not
Sonia Gandhi.

At a rally in Dholpur
Rajasthan early this week,
Gehlot had claimed that he
survived a revolt in 2020 by
some Congress MLAs because
BJP leaders Vasundhara Raje
and Kailash Meghwal refused
to support a conspiracy to
topple an elected government
through money power.

Later Pilot mounted a no-
holds-barred attack on Gehlot
saying his speech indicated
his real leader is Raje and not
his Sonia Gandhi and also
announced for a 125-km yatra
to raise issues of corruption in
the Gehlot led Congress gov-
ernment.

Asked to comment on
Pilot’s remark, Congress’s
head of media and publicity
department Pawan Khera
said, “He would have said
something jokingly, one can’t
sort that out. He will get a
response in the same manner.”

On whether there would
be any action against Pilot, he

said, “There is an in-charge
for every state in every party
and he will take a decision

accordingly.” To further ques-
tions, he said the Rajasthan
in-charge of the Congress

will make his decision public
after discussions within the
party. “I felt it was like a joke
because it was laughable for
me,” Khera said when asked
to clarify on his “joke” remark
on Sachin Pilot’s comment on
Gehlot. While Raje, a former
chief minister of Rajasthan,
however, said that “Gehlot’s
‘praises’ are a big conspiracy”
against her and the Congress
leader was speaking lies due
to rebellion in his party.

Gehlot had also taken
potshots at the rebel Congress
MLAs on Sunday, saying they
should return the money they
had taken from the BJP so

that they can carry out their
duty without any pressure.

Pilot said he was the one
asking Gehlot  to probe
charges of “corruption” dur-
ing Raje’s tenure as the
Rajasthan chief minister. He
pointed at the “contradic-
tion” in what Gehlot is claim-
ing — that the BJP had con-
spired to topple his govern-
ment and at the same time
Raje helped save it.

Pilot held a one-day fast
last month in Jaipur over
“inaction” by own party’s gov-
ernment on alleged corrup-
tion during the previous BJP
tenure in the state.
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Congress on Wednesday
alleged that DRDO official

Pradeep Kurulkar, arrested on
charges of providing confi-
dential information to a
Pakistani agent, was an “active
RSS volunteer”. The DRDO
official was arrested last week
by the Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS).

Congress’ attack came a
day after a special court in Pune
extended till May 15 the police
custody of Kurulkar after
observing that the charges
against him were serious and
custodial interrogation of the

accused for a further period is
unavoidable for a thorough
probe.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the AICC headquarters
here, Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera said the arrest of
Kurulkar is a “very serious
matter” and alleged that it
exposes the “anti-national face”
of the RSS.

“Pradeep Kurulkar, an

active RSS volunteer leader
and DRDO’s Director of R&D
(Engineering), has been arrest-
ed by the Maharashtra Anti
Terrorism Squad (ATS) for
spying on behalf of
Pakistan.The case.... Exposes
the lie and charade of the RSS
being a so-called nationalistic
organisation,” he claimed

The party said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah
should answer as to what is the
relationship between Kurulkar
and the RSS as the matter per-
tains to national security. There
was no immediate reaction
however from the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).

Khera also showed a video
during the press conference of
Kurulkar addressing RSS events
with top Sangh functionaries in
attendance. “Kurulkar’s associ-
ation with the RSS goes back
generations, as he revealed in
an interview with a YouTube
channel last year. His grandfa-
ther was an RSS volunteer who
worked as a mathematician,
and his father carried on his
work for the Sangh,” Khera
claimed. The scientist was
allegedly in touch with an
agent of a “Pakistan Intelligence
Operative” through WhatsApp
and video calls, an ATS official
has said, adding it was a case of
honeytrap.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on

Wednesday intensified its secu-
rity crackdown in Kashmir by
attaching the properties of
three accused linked with var-
ious banned Pakistan-based
terrorist organizations like
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen and Jaish-
e-Mohammad, among others.  

In the first case, NIA
attached the immovable prop-
erties of two accused, Doulat
Ali Mugal and Ishaq Pala, in
Herman Shopian Tehsil in
Kashmir under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, the
NIA said in a statement.

While Ishaq Pala, current-
ly lodged in Central Jail Agra,
was a terrorist of Hizbul
Mujahideen (HM) / Al-Badr

terrorist organisations, Doulat
Ali Mugal was an over ground
worker of the banned HM and
is currently out on bail.

“While in Central Jail
Srinagar, Pala had conspired
with his co-accused, including
Riyaz Naikoo and Doulat Ali
Mugal, and assisted Danish
Ghulam Lone and Suhail
Ahmad Bhat to cross the bor-
der from Kupwara Sector to
join terror ranks and wage a
war against the state. Accused
Doulat Ali Mugal had provid-
ed logistic support to accused
Danish Ghulam Lone and
Suhail Ahmad Bhat at Kupwara
when both were about to cross
the LoC,” the NIA said in its
statement.

The duo was charge-sheet-
ed by the NIA on February 22,

2019 and charges were framed
by the NIA Special Court
Jammu on August 6, 2019. 

“The properties attached
on orders of NIA Special Court,
include land measuring 5.5
Marla and 3.5 Marla under sur-
vey Nos.1597 Min and 1598
Min, including one double
storey house of accused Doulat
Ali Mugal located at Village
Manigah Kupwara, and
Immoveable property in the
form of two rooms under the
ownership of accused Ishaq
Pala at village Allora, Tehsil
Herman, Shopian, it said.

Others arrested and
chargesheeted in the case were
Danish Ghulam Lone, Suhail
Ahmad Bhat, Feeroz Ahmad
Lone, while a key conspirator,
Reyaz Ahmad Naikoo, a top

terrorist of the Hizbul
Mujahideen, was killed in an
encounter with the security
forces.   

The NIA had launched
investigations into the case in
February 2018 and had busted
a HM module of OGWs /ter-
rorists. In the second case, the
agency attached the immovable
property of accused Fayaz
Ahmad Magray, an Over
Ground Worker (OGW) of
proscribed terrorist outfit Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM) and cur-
rently lodged in District Jail
Jhajjar, Haryana. The attached
properties include six shops
constructed over land measur-
ing 5.5 Marlas under survey
number 2664 at Lethpora,
Pulwama, belonging to  the
accused, it said.

Fayaz was charge-sheeted
on August 1, 2018 for conspir-
ing, along with local/Pakistani
terrorists of JeM, to execute a
fidayeen attack on CRPF
Group Centre Lethpora,
Pulwama. He reconnoitered
the CRPF centre, and provid-
ed logistic support to JeM ter-
rorists before and after the
attack.
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The Supreme Court on Wednesday dis-
missed a plea by sacked IPS officer Sanjiv

Bhatt to submit additional evidence to sup-
port his appeal in the Gujarat High Court
against his conviction in a 1990 custodial
death case. Earlier in the day, the top court also
rejected Bhatt’s plea seeking recusal of Justice
MR Shah from hearing the matter. 

Bhatt’s lawyer on Tuesday contended that
there was a reasonable apprehension of bias
as Justice Shah as a High Court judge had cas-
tigated the petitioner while hearing his plea
linked to the same FIR. However, it was
opposed by the counsel for the Gujarat
Government and the complainant who called
it “forum shopping” and asked why he had not
objected earlier. 

An apex court bench of Justices MR Shah
and CT Ravikumar said it was not inclined to
interfere with the High Court order. It asked
the High Court to dispose of the appeal filed
by Bhatt in accordance with the law after reap-

preciation of the evidence considered by the
trial court. Bhatt had filed an appeal in the
High Court challenging his conviction in the
case of the custodial death of Prabhudas
Vaishnani, who was caught by Jamnagar
police after a communal riot.               

The case relates to the custodial death of
Prabhudas Vaishnani, who was among 133
people caught by Jamnagar police after a com-
munal riot broke out following a bandh call
in view of BJP leader L K Advani’s Rath Yatra.
Subsequently, his brother lodged an FIR
accusing Bhatt, who was then posted as
additional superintendent of police in
Jamnagar, and six other policemen of tortur-
ing Vaishnani to death in custody.
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As relations between India
and the European Union

(EU) are expanding, both the
sides in a meeting here took
stock of their negotiations for a
Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
and an investment protection
pact.  They also asserted that
connectivity projects must
respect sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity in an apparent ref-

erence to China’s Belt and Road
Initiative(BRI).

Giving details of their
fourth strategic partnership
review meeting held on
Monday, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said on
Wednesday that India and the
EU also underscored the need
for “comprehensive, just, and
lasting” peace in Ukraine in
accordance with the United
Nations Charter and interna-
tional law.

They “unequivocally con-
demned” terrorism and violent
extremism in all its forms and
manifestations including cross-
border attacks, it said.

The call by India and the
EU on the need for respecting
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of countries in imple-

menting connectivity projects
came amid growing global con-
cerns over China’s BRI.

India has been severely crit-
ical of the BRI as the mega pro-
ject includes the so-called
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC)that passes
through Pakistan-Occupied-
Kashmir(POK).

The meeting reviewed the
entire gamut of engagement
detailed in the ‘India-EU
Strategic Partnership: A
Roadmap to 2025’. The discus-
sions focused on a broad range
of topics covering climate, clean
energy, biodiversity, circular
economy, resource efficiency,
trade, mobility, and digital
issues, including data protec-
tion, the statement said.

“Both sides also discussed
cooperation in the sphere of
connectivity and emphasised
that connectivity projects
respect sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity,” it said.

“They also took stock of the
ongoing negotiations for free
trade agreement, investment
protection agreement and

agreement on geographical indi-
cations and agreed on their
importance as well as the need
for full cooperation at multilat-
eral level and of a regular bilat-
eral dialogue on economic
issues,” it said. 

In June last year, India and
the EU restarted the negotia-
tions for the long-pending trade
and investment agreement after
a gap of over eight years.  

Launched in June 2007, the
negotiations for the proposed
agreement have witnessed many
hurdles as both sides had major
differences on crucial issues. In
the meeting, the two sides also
reviewed the progress and scope
of the newly launched India-EU
Trade and Technology Council
(TTC) and looked forward to a
successful first ministerial meet-
ing under the mechanism on
May 16 in Brussels.

The TTC is expected to
facilitate exchange of critical
technologies relating to an array
of domains including artificial
intelligence, quantum comput-
ing, semiconductors and cyber-
security.
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Nearly 60 Foreign Ministers
of the world including

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will take part in the
European Union’s (EU’s) sec-
ond Indo-Pacific ministerial
forum hosted by Sweden on
May 13.

It will be co-chaired by EU
High Representative of the
Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy, Josep Borrell,
and Swedish Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Tobias
Billstrom.

The participating ministers
are from the Indo-Pacific
region and the EU along with
representatives of Indo-Pacific
regional organisations and
other partners, sources said
here on Wednesday.  China is
not likely to take part as it has
all along criticized the Indo-

Pacific framework.  Moreover,
it claims the formation of Quad
including India, US, Australia
and Japan will lead to milita-
rization of the Indo-Pacific.

Incidental ly,  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
participate in the Quad sum-
mit in Australia on May 24
along with US President Joe
Biden,  Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida and
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese.

The high-profile meet in
Sweden will see three round-
table sessions on topics like
‘Building more sustainable
and inclusive prosperity
together’, ‘Pursuing green
opportunities and overcom-
ing global challenges in coop-
eration’ and ‘Facing jointly the
evolving security landscape in
the Indo-Pacific.’ The first
ministerial forum took place
in February in Paris last year.
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Given the growing ties
between the two countries,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday said he dis-
cussed with visiting Israeli
Foreign Minister El Cohen ways
to further deepen bilateral co-
operation in priority areas of
agriculture, water, innovation
and people to people ties.
Cohen called on the Prime
Minister on Tuesday evening. 

The Israeli minister arrived
Tuesday morning on a three-
day visit but announced his
decision to cut short the trip in

view of Tel Aviv’s operation
against a militant group in the
Gaza Strip.  He held bilateral
meetings with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh,

National Security
Advisor(NSA)Ajit Doval and
Water Resources Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat.

“Glad to have met Foreign
Minister of Israel @elicoh1. We
discussed ways to further deep-
en bilateral cooperation in pri-
ority areas of agriculture, water,
innovation and people-to-peo-
ple ties,” Modi said in a tweet.

Meanwhile, the ministry of
external affairs(MEA) said on
Wednesday Cohen’s visit pro-
vided further impetus to the
bilateral cooperation that has
remained on a qualitatively
higher trajectory since the his-
toric visit of Prime Minister

Modi to Israel in 2017.  Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu is likely to visit India
later this year.

The ties between India and
Israel have been on an upswing
in the last few years in a range
of sectors, including trade and
investment, defence, agricul-
ture and water management.

“India’s bilateral merchan-
dise trade was US$ 7.86 billion
in FY 2021–2022, which has
scaled up to a record US$ 10.12
billion in FY 2022-23
(April–Feb),” the MEA said.

The MEA said Jaishankar
and Cohen, in their talks,
touched upon various aspects of

bilateral cooperation, including
in areas of connectivity, mobil-
ity, academic and scientific
research, fintech, agriculture,
water and trade.

It said they agreed to further
diversify the basket of collabo-
ration. “They also discussed
regional and international issues
of mutual interest, including
cooperation under the frame-
work of I2U2, the ongoing con-
flict in Sudan, developments in
West Asia, the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, etc.,” it said. The I2U2
is a four-nation grouping. It is
known as ‘I2U2’ with “I” stand-
ing for India and Israel and “U”
for the US and UAE.
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Dr Vandana Das, a 23-year
old doctor who was work-

ing as a surgeon in
Kottarakkara Government
Taluk Hospital in Kollam dis-
trict was stabbed to death by an
assailant early Wednesday
morning. 

Sandeep, a school teacher-
turned-liquor/drug addict was
brought to the hospital with his
leg bleeding and Dr Das was
attending to him when he
snatched scalpel and stabbed
her many times. There were six
deep injuries on the surgeon’s
body and some of the injuries
seriously damaged her lungs
and heart. 

There was no emergency
stabilizing system available in
the hospital and she had to be
shifted to a private hospital in
Thiruvananthapuram. But the
doctors have confirmed her
death on arrival. Doctors in
Government and private hos-

pitals across the State came out
in the open protest the attack
on Dr Das, the lone daughter
of her parents. “We have been
pleading with the government
for ensuring the safety of the
doctors and nurses working in
hospitals. 

The attacks against med-
ical staff including doctors
and nurses are on the increase
in Kerala since the Covid-19
days. But all our requests fell
on deaf ears,” Dr TN Suresh,
President, Kerala Government
Medical Officers Association
told The Pioneer. 

According to Dr Suresh,
this is the first of its kind inci-
dent in the country in which a
duty doctor falling victim to
the patient who was being
attended to,  What aggravated
the situation, according to
doctors and post graduate
medical students in the State
was the statement by Veena
George, Minister for Health,
who is known for courting

controversies whenever she
makes any statement. “The
death of Dr Vandana Das was
the result of incompetency
and inexperience,” said the
Minister, a TV news reader-
turned-politician.

Governor Mohammed
Arif Khan was the first  to
reach the hospital offering
homages to the slain doctor.
Chief Minister Vijayan, accom-
panied by heavy posse of

policemen reached later as he
was busy preparing for his trip
to USA and Cuba. At the time
of going to Press, the entire
Government Hospitals in the
State wore a deserted look as all
medical staff except those in
casualty sections have gone on
strike demanding action
against the police who
remained mute spectators
while Dr Das was being
attacked.
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As panchayat elections
round the corner the rul-

ing Trinamool Congress of
Bengal continued its relentless
attack on the BJP government
and its senior leaders like Amit
Shah.

Continuing his diatribe for
the second consecutive day on
Wednesday, TMC national
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee once again accused
the Narendra Modi
Government of depriving
Bengal for political reasons.

“Having been miserably
defeated in the 2021 Assembly
elections the BJP is venting out
it’s anger against the TMC and
the people of Bengal,” Banerjee
who is also the nephew of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee told
a Jan Sanyog’ (mass outreach)
rally at Muhammad Bazar in
Birbhum district. “Much is
being said about the non-pay-

ment of wages for hundred
days’ work ... But how can the
State government pay the
wages when the entire fund has
been stopped by the Centre... 

They are not paying for
MNREGA, housing or any
other schemes the funds which
legally belong to the State... But
we in the TMC  have vowed to
take the fight to Delhi with the
help of the common people”
Banerjee an MP from
Diamond Harbour said. 

Referring to the central
investigating agencies he said,
“the TMC is not like CPI(M) or
the Congress to run away at the
face of political persecution...
We fight like lions and will
never vow our head before the
BJP and it’s Agencies,” asking
the people to send strong pan-
chayat members so that the
party could carry it’s fight to
Delhi. Training his guns at

Shah for the second consecu-
tive day on Wednesday and
making the ED-CBI action in
cow and coal smuggling cases
in Bengal a reference of his
attack Banerjee said, “they have
unleashed ED and CBI and are
arresting our leaders on all pre-
texts,” wondering, “if our
Birbhum leader Anubrata
Mondal and his daughter
Sukanya can be arrested for a
150-fold increase in her prop-
erty then why should Amit
Shah’s son not be questioned
for an eighty thousand fold
increase in his property.”
Mondal and his daughter were
presently in Tihar Jail.

Saying that BSF — which
was controlled by the Home
Minister — was responsible for
preventing cow smuggling
Banerjee said, “why should
Amit Shah not be questioned
for this.”

Meanwhile, two top
Additional and Joint Director
level officers on Wednesday
came to Kolkata to hold a high
level meeting regarding cases
that the Agency was handling
in Bengal. Apart from other
probes, the CBI and ED were
presently handling three very
high-profile cases related to
school level recruitment scam,
cow and coal smuggling etc.

Imphal: The situation in
Manipur, where ethnic vio-
lence has claimed at least 60
lives and rendered thousands
homeless, is gradually improv-
ing with no fresh incident of
violence reported in the last
two days, officials said on
Wednesday.

Curfew was relaxed in 11
affected districts including
Imphal West, Bishnupur,
Churachandpur and Jiribam
for six hours from 5 am.

The curfew relaxation was
for four hours in these affect-
ed districts on Tuesday. A total
of 2,500 more affected people
from Churachandpur and 500
people stranded in the border
town of Moreh were brought to
Imphal on Tuesday, they said.
Information and Public
Relations Minister Sapam
Ranjan Singh, in a press con-
ference on Tuesday night, said
4,000 affected people are cur-
rently taking shelter in relief
camps, where they are being
provided with regular health
check-up and psychological
counseling, while 26,000 oth-

ers have been moved to other
safer places and many of them
have taken shelter at relatives’
houses.

Chief Minister N Biren
Singh had on Monday said that
60 people were killed, 231
injured and 1,700 houses
including religious places burnt
in the ethnic violence that
rocked the northeastern state
for the past few days.

Violent clashes broke out in
the northeastern state after a
‘Tribal Solidarity March’ was
organised in the 10 hill districts
on May 3 to protest against the
Meitei community’s demand
for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.
The clashes were preceded by
tension over eviction of Kuki
villagers from reserve forest
land, which had led to a series
of smaller agitations.  Meiteis
account for about 53 per cent
of Manipur’s population and
live mostly in the Imphal
Valley. 

Tribals — Nagas and Kukis
— constitute another 40 per
cent of the population and
reside in the hill districts. PTI

Aizawl: A 65-year-old man
from Mizoram has embarked
on a 450 km walk from here to
Imphal to promote peace and
harmony in violence-hit
Manipur. 

Lalbiakthanga, a resident of
Lawipu on the south-western
outskirt of Aizawl, set out on
foot for Manipur’s capital
Imphal on Wednesday. He was
flagged off by Mizoram
Journalists’ Association (MJA)
president C. Lalrambuatshaiha
in Aizawl.  A known pacifist,
who has a record of travelling
on similar walkathon missions
to spread awareness on impor-
tance of peace and humane val-
ues, Lalbiakthanga said he was
deeply shocked by the ethnic
violence that rocked the neigh-
bouring state in the past few
days.

“I feel very saddened by the
recent violence and continued
tension in Manipur. So, I decid-
ed to embark on a walk to
spread the message of peace
and communal harmony,”
Lalbiakthanga, a former gov-

ernment employee, told PTI.
Violent clashes broke out in
Manipur after a ‘Tribal
Solidarity March’ was organised
in the 10 hill districts on May
3 to protest against  Meitei com-
munity’s demand for Scheduled
Tribe (ST) status. The clashes
were preceded by tension over
eviction of Kuki villagers from
reserve forest land, which had
led to a series of smaller agita-
tions earlier this year. Meiteis
account for about 53 per cent of
Manipur’s population and live
mostly in the Imphal Valley. 

Tribals — Nagas and Kukis
— constitute another 40 per
cent of population and reside in
hill districts. Lalbiakthanga will
have to cover around 450 kilo-
metres in over two weeks to
reach Imphal via
Churachandpur, one of  worst
affected districts in recent riot-
ing.  He said that he will sleep
by the roadside whenever he is
unable to reach human settle-
ments for night stops during his
journey. “I will first have a night
halt at Tuikhurhlu village in

Aizawl district about 20 km
from here. Thence I will pro-
ceed to Saitual district and
Manipur. I will have to take
night breaks on the roadside
sometimes, “ he said.

Lalbiakthanga said that he
will first arrive at
Churachandpur town and then
proceed to Imphal. 

Last year he had covered
1,212 kms in 40 days visiting at
least 118 villages across all the
11 districts of Mizoram on a
walkathon mission to spread
awareness of 75 years of India’s
independence.

In 1997, he had set out on
a mission and travelled to at
least 50 rural villages and spread
awareness on environmental
and wildlife protection among
students. He has also walked
more than 200 km from Aizawl
to Zokhawthar village on the
Indo-Myanmar border to
extend solidarity to the people
of Myanmar and to spread the
message of peace to people in
the coup-hit neighbouring
country in March 2021. PTI

�
� � 7��3�
��	��

The cyclonic circulation over
Southeast Bay of Bengal

has moved towards west-
northwest direction and inten-
sified into deep depression on
Wednesday, which is nearly
540 km away from west-south-
west of Port Blair in Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, IMD said.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD), which is
closely monitoring the cyclonic
storm said that the deep depres-
sion is 1,460 km south-south-
west of Cox’s Bazar in
Bangladesh and 1,350 KM
south-southwest of Sittwe in
Myanmar. 

A statement issued by GK
Das, Director (Weather) at
Regional Meteorological Centre,
Kolkata, said, “The deep depres-
sion is very likely to move
north-westwards for some time

and then towards north-north
westwards and intensify gradu-
ally into a cyclonic storm over
the same region in the evening.”

It further said, “Then the
deep depression will continue to
move towards north-north
westwards. Later, it will gradu-
ally intensify further into a
severe cyclonic storm on May
11. On May 12, it will turn into
a very severe cyclonic storm

over the southeast and adjoin-
ing areas of central Bay of
Bengal.” Thereafter, it is likely to
re-curve gradually and will
move towards the north-north-
east direction. It will be weak-
en slightly from May 13 and will
pass through southeast of
Bangladesh and north
Myanmar coasts between Cox’s
Bazar in Bangladesh and
Kyaukpyu in Myanmar

(Rakhine State) around
forenoon of May 14 with max-
imum sustained wind speed of
110-120 kmph gusting to 130
kmph, it said.

Meanwhile, the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands adminis-
tration has issued alerts and
public advisories due to the
cyclonic circulation over Bay of
Bengal. 

Fishermen of Andaman
and Nicobar coasts have been
advised not to venture into sea
till May 13. Due to the cyclonic
weather and in view of safety of
passengers and vessels, the
Directorate of Shipping Services
in Port Blair has issued a noti-
fication which said, “It has been
informed that Foreshore Sector
and Harbour/Vehicle ferry ser-
vices at Port Blair and out sta-
tions may get disrupted/sus-
pended in short notice depend-
ing upon the weather condition. 
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Amid intense speculation
that Chief Minister Eknath

Shinde might resign if the
Supreme Court orders the dis-
qualification of 16 Shiv Sena
MLAs on Thursday, senior BJP
leader and Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis on
Wednesday ruled out such a
possibility and said that Shinde
would not continue not only
continue in his post but would
also remain in the post during
the 2024 polls.

A day ahead of the apex
court’s verdict on the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena’s plea
seeking the disqualification of
16 Shiv Sena MLAs belonging
to the Shinde camp, the state
capital was agog with specula-
tion in the Uddhav Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena circles that
Shinde might put in his papers
if the SC ruling went against
him, However, while talking to
media persons at Latur in
Marathwada region, an opti-
mistic Fadnavis ruled out the

possibility of Shinde resigning
from the chief minister’s post
and indicated the latter would
continue in the post irrespec-
tive of the apex court verdict.

“We are optimistic about
the impending SC verdict,
because our side is strong.
That’s why we are expecting a
fair and just judgement. We
should wait for the Supreme
Court’s order and not speculate
on the apex court ruling in the
interim. 

After Supreme court is the
highest court. We should look
forward to the SC verdict with
all seriousness,” Fadnavis said.
Queried if Shinde would bow
out of his office prior to the
Supreme Court verdict,

Fadnavis dismissed the talk of
resignation unleashed by the
Opposition Shiv Sena ( Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray) and a
section of Constitutional
experts, by saying that only
idiots could  indulge in such
speculation. “I am sorry I am
using these words... whatever
happening is a talk in the mar-
ket of idiots. I cannot say more
than that. Tell me: why should
Shinde resign? What wrong has
he committed? Eknath Shinde
will not resign. He will contin-
ue as the chief minister. I
would also like to tell you that
the 2004 elections will happen
during the chief ministership of
Shinde”.

This is the second time in
the last one fortnight that
Fadnavis has spoken about
continuance of Shinde as Chief
Minister. It may be recalled that
Fadnavis had made a similar
statement on April 25 when a
banner projecting him as the
“future chief minister of
Maharashtra” surfaced in his
home city of Nagpur.
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In an effort to further enhance
bilateral maritime ties, the

35th edition of India-Thailand
Coordinated Patrol (Indo-Thai
CORPAT) between the Indian
Navy and the Royal Thai Navy
was conducted from May three
to ten in the Andaman Sea,
navy officials said here on
Wednesday. Indian Naval Ship
(INS) Kesari, an indigenously
built LST (L) and His Thai
Majesty’s Ship (HTMS) Saiburi,
a Chao Phraya Class Frigate,
along with Maritime Patrol
Aircraft from both navies par-
ticipated in the CORPAT along

the IMBL in the Andaman Sea.
Towards reinforcing mar-

itime linkages between the two
countries and with an aim of
keeping this vital part of the
Indian Ocean safe and secure
for international trade, the
Indian Navy and the Royal
Thai Navy have been under-
taking CORPAT bi-annually
since 2005 along the
International Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL), they
said. The CORPAT builds up
understanding and interoper-
ability between navies and
facilitates instituting measures
to prevent and suppress unlaw-
ful activities like Illegal

Unreported Unregulated (IUU)
fishing, drug trafficking, pira-
cy and armed robbery, officials
said. It further helps enhance
the operational synergy by
exchanging information for
the prevention of smuggling,
and illegal immigration and for
the conduct of Search and
Rescue (SAR) operations at
sea. As part of Indian govern-
ment’s vision of SAGAR
(Security And Growth for All
in the Region), the Indian
Navy has been proactively
engaging with the countries in
the Indian Ocean Region
towards enhancing regional
maritime security. 

New Delhi: In the poll-bound
Rajasthan former Chief
Minister Vasundhara Raje and
other senior BJP leaders attend-
ed party core committee meet-
ing in Jaipur on Wednesday to
ready the roadmap to fight the
Assembly polls which are only
six months away.

The meeting was also
attended by the newly appoint-
ed BJP state president CP Joshi.
Joshi who was a surprise pick
of the BJP’s central leadership
in place of Satish Punia, has the
backing of Raje who is trying
to project herself as the CM
face of the party.

The key  meeting which
sought to “project unity” in the
state BJPunit took place on the
day when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was in the
state ,almost kicking off BJP’s
poll campaign in the state after
Karnataka.

Raje said after the meeting
that “ the party will score a
decisive win in the assembly
elections”. PNS
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Jammu and Kashmir Director
General of Police (DGP)

Dilbag Singh on Wednesday
said that the groups involved in
recent terror incidents in twin
border districts of Rajouria
and Poonch will be eliminated
soon.

He said a fresh strategy
will be chalked out in Doda,
Kishtwar and Ramba districts
to further improve the securi-
ty situation in the region. Two
terrorist attacks on the army in
Poonch and Rajouri districts on
April 20 and May 5 left five sol-
diers dead.
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Moving fast towards
achieving energy
self-sufficiency by

2047, is undoubtedly the
greatest strides that India is
making. The country is now
the world’s 3rd largest energy
consumer, 3rd largest con-
sumer of oil, 3rd largest LPG
consumer, 4th largest LNG
importer and 4th largest refin-
er, and many more achieve-
ments are in the offing. This
remarkable journey helps
India emerge as the epicentre
of the global energy land-
scape, as it remains the most
critical component of its sus-
tained growth trajectory. In
the recent past, the country
has taken several revolution-
ary policy decisions that aim
to bring about a secure and
sustainable energy future,
including 20% ethanol-blend-
ed gasoline to be rolled out in
15 cities in the next two
years.

Being the fastest-growing
major economy of the globe,
India is estimated to be
accounting for approximate-
ly 25% of the global energy
demand growth, which
makes it essential to ensure
access, availability and afford-
ability of energy for all to
grow. However, the total ener-

gy consumption per capita in
India presently remains just
around 0.7 toe, which is half
the Asian average and much
less than the average of the
developed world. 

The electricity consump-
tion per capita, though, grew
to 920 kWh in 2021, but it
also remains just a third of the
Asian average. Moreover, coal
remains the country's top
energy source with a share of
around 46%, oil with 23%,
biomass with 21%, natural gas
with 6% and hydro, nuclear,
solar, and wind together with
a share of around 4%. In the
meantime, the declining oil
production since 2010 in the
country, has also increased its
dependence on crude oil
imports to around 88% of the
needs in 2021. Of the total
consumption of oil, around
42% is used in transport,
30% in industry and 21% in
the residential, services and

agriculture sectors.
Nevertheless, India has

managed to navigate the most
serious energy crisis, which
swept through the world, cre-
ating crippling conditions in
dozens of countries including
our neighbours like Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh
and others. In recent months,
petrol and diesel prices went
up by around 40% in the US,
Canada, European Countries
and much more in many
other countries, but India
neither faced any dry outs or
power cuts, nor unusual price
rises. This energy justice was
ensured by massively cutting
in excise duties and VAT
rates. PSU oil companies also
absorbed huge losses to
ensure that no citizen suffers
from exorbitant prices.

In recent years, India has
also expanded its network of
crude oil suppliers from 27
countries to 39 countries

including Russia. Moreover,
the way India is working on
both traditional fuel explo-
ration and energy transition
has hardly any parallel. The
country's installed renewable
energy capacity increased
396% in the last 8.5 years and
is more than 174.53 Giga
Watts, which is about 42.5%
of the country's total capaci-
ty as of February 2023, regis-
tering the highest YoY growth
in renewable energy. 

To restrict pollution lev-
els, India is massively promot-
ing the use of CNG and bat-
tery-run vehicles to reduce
pollution in cities. We have
more than 4 500 CNG sta-
tions in the country. India is
also committed to reducing its
CO2 emission by 45% in
2030, aiming to achieve 50%
of the total electricity capac-
ity to be based on non-fossil
fuel sources in 2030. 

It is also considering
implementing a carbon mar-
ket along with a pledge to
reach net-zero emissions in
2070. However, for an effi-
cient energy transition and to
achieve its net-zero goals,
India needs an investment of
billions of dollars.

(The writer is a 
senior journalist)

$�������&�	����
�	����
	������
�	)����	*���	���	���
	����	�
�	�����������	��
���	������
	���
	���
+	���
	��	��
	���
�	#��

	�&��	��

	��
�	���
	$�������+
������	���
	���	��
�����	*���	��	��	����	����	���	��	��
�+	���
	���	��
�����

,
	���	���	�������
��	�
��
�
	����	�����	��	����	����	��	�
	����	
�
��
	����������
�������	���	�����	#�

	�����	���
	��	������
	���	��	�	�����	�������	���
	�	%�������
#�
	����
�	��	�����	�
	���	���
��
�-���
�
	����
�	�
	��
	�
����
	���
�	!���
���
������	�
	���	�������	��	����	��
�-���
�	��	��
��	����	��
	.���������
���	����������
��
	�������
	���	���
������
�	��	���	��	�	�����������
	�����	#���	��	�
����
	��
	����
����	�
	��	�	���
�
	�������	�
��
��	)�	�����	
�
�	�
���
	�
������	�	����������	�
	���
�	��������	�
���	/�
	��	��
	�
��	���(�����
��	��
	�����	��	�����
�	���	
�
�	�

��	�

�
�	��
	�
��	��	0112	�����	���	��
	�����	���-��
	�����	���	����	���
	$�������	
�
�

����	3�
�	�
	�������
�	���	
���
	����	���������	�

���	�����
	�������	����	��
��
�
�	,
	������	�����
(
����
��
	�����	���	����
�	��
	$#)�	���	����
�	����
��	�
���
	�	���������	����
�	,
	�
���
	����
	���(
���
�	��	2405�	���	��	���	����	��
	�
��	��	��
	���
�
#�
	�
�
����	�������	����	*���	�����	�
	�	������

����	��	��
��	������	�	����
�	����	��

	�����	�����(
����
�	6��	��
	����
�	����
�	��	�
	���	�
����������
���	��
	����
�

��7	��
	�����	�����	��	���
��
��
	���
�
�������	��
	��
�	����	��
	3
��	��	�
�
���	���	��

8���
�	9���
�	��	�����������	*����	�������
	��
	����
3
��
����
�	$��������	������	�����
�	
����
��	����
��(
����
	�

�
�	�������	)��������	,
	����	����
�	��
�
	��������
	����(��
�����	#���	����&�	��	����	�
��

����	��
����	���	��
	���
�
8������������
�	��
	���
	����
�	�������	*����	�
�����	��	���	�
�����	���	��
	�
�����

��	��
	������
�	��	���	���������	
�
��
�-��
	9�����	�����
	���	��
	$�������	$
���
&�
$���
�	9��	��
	 �������	�������������
	6��
���	�����	���
	����
��
�	*���&�	
�
(
��
�	��
�	����������	���
��������	�
���
	���	�
�
����	9���	��
	��
	����������
�	��
��������	��	$��������	9�����	��
	���
��	��	�	����
�	����
	������
�	���	��
	���
�����
��	��
	�������
	�
	�
����
�	��	��	�������	��	�
������
:	;
������
	���	��	����	���
�
#�	�
���	�����	��	�
	�
�����
�	
����
��	*���	�
���
	����
	������
�	�
����
	��

���
	����
�	���	��	�
	��	��
	�����	����
�	,
	���	���	��	��������	���	���	���	�
�	
�����
�
���	 ��	��
	 �������	���
���
�	
�
�	����	��
	���
&�	��������	 ��	�����
	��
	���
�����
�	9
�����	��	��	�����	�	��������	%��
���
��	����	��	��	���
��	���	�	�������
	�����(
����	#�����
�	����
	*���	��	�������	���	��
���	�
	�
������
�	��
	�
������
	�
	���
��	����	��	���	)����	���	���
�	���
���	�
�������
�	��
	��������	����7	���	��
��	��	!�����(

(<
�����	��	)�������	�������	�����	��	�����
�
	��	�
	�	���
	����
	���	���(<������
��	
�
�	���
���
	<�������	 ��	���	�������	��	�
	����
�	#������	*����	,��
����
�	��


���������
��	��	$�������	�����	�
	���
	��	
��	)����&�	���������	���

��

;�	�+�
����


Rabindranath Tagore — "The light radiates
from the centre of darkness, That is thy
glow/ The goodness that originates from
all conflicts, That is thy goodness"!

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — The recent advisory of U.S. surgeon
general Vivek Murthy that loneliness can
raise the risks of heart diseases reminds us
of the year 1964, when the then U.S. sur-
geon general linked cigarettes to cancer and
other heart ailments. There are two aspects
of Loneliness. For some, Solitude, as a mat-
ter of choice who value privacy and make
the most out of it, often turn those oppor-
tunities into creativity. However. for, oth-
ers loneliness can be a gateway to clinical
depression in extreme cases. Modern
lifestyle provides the necessary ingredients
like overdependence on modem gadgets
like mobile, Internet, social media etc that

can have negative impacts on our health.
For some pandemic had wreaked havoc by
exacerbating their loneliness. This mental
health issue has to be tackled with the right
psychological approach and giving ade-
quate attention to their needs. A National
Sample Survey Office( N.S.S.O.) report in
2004 found 4.91 million Indians suffering
from loneliness. About 33 % of adults expe-
rience loneliness in the world. It is imper-
ative to create a suitable environment
through policy, physical and social inter-
ventions that promote social connections
by creating parks, and encouraging pub-
lic transport, and more public spaces for
the people to lessen their burden of stress,
anxiety and depression. We must revisit our
lives to remain happy and stress-free. 

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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Sir — NCP chief Sharad Pawar may have
succeeded in dousing the family fire but
only for now. His political brinkmanship
is likely to be tested severely by some
unsavoury realities much like other par-
ties that have split from the Congress and
then coalesced around a single, charismat-
ic leader, the NCP is confronted with a
piquant situation. It may have a second line
of leadership but none of its members can
fit Mr Pawar’s shoes. This heightens the
possibility of an implosion if Mr Pawar is
engaged otherwise, as is likely given his
ambitions at the national level in 2024, or
after his political retirement. A sensible suc-
cession plan should have been in place
much earlier. But even here, there is like-
ly to be more than one claimant from with-
in the family; a bloody succession, there-
fore, cannot be ruled out. 

The potential turbulence is likely to
have ripple effects regionally as well as in
Delhi. The NCP is a critical lynchpin of the
Maha Vikas Aghadi coalition and splinters
within the party would adversely affect its
political prospects in the state. The
Opposition’s attempts to club an alliance
against the BJP would also suffer if Pawar
has to devote greater attention to his feud-
ing family. It remains to be seen how he
fights these multiple, overlapping chal-
lenges. Mr Pawar’s predicament bares a bit-
ter truth that cuts across India’s political fir-
mament: the pitfalls of the absence of the
democratization of political parties.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — Amidst the grief of violence in
Manipur, my heart glows with much
much pride on getting enlightened that
while Kuki women had come out in
droves and created a human chain to pro-
tect a group of innocent Meites from a mob
in Churachandpur town; Meitei girls also
similarly protected innocent Kuki students
in Manipur university! Let this light of
goodness remove all darkness and obsta-
cles in the path of our journey towards san-
ity and humanity as envisaged by
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exports, and causing distress to
livestock farmers.

Over the last year, the
Department of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying
(DAHD) under the Ministry
of Fisheries and Animal
Husbandry has initiated and
implemented some timely
changes to improve the animal
health systems and programs
in the country. Key instances
include overhauling the entire
regulatory approval process,
launching and implementing
programs like Livestock
Health& Disease Control Pro-
gramme and National Animal
disease control Program
(NADCP), initiating the inte-
grated disease surveillance
program, and delivering qual-
ity veterinary services to the
doorstep of the farmers. The
focus has been on animal tag-
ging and vaccination against
FMD and Brucellosis in cattle
and buffaloes, PPR in small
ruminants and CSF in pigs.
The Animal Pandemic
Preparedness Initiative (APPI)
is envisaged to fill the identi-
fied gaps and address the
issues comprehensively at the
domestic level as well as
anchor the global coordination
efforts in emerging pandem-
ic diseases of animals. The
APPI will lead to improved
prediction, preparedness, pre-
vention & control capabilities
in India, and subsequently
eradication the diseases,
increased access to veterinary
services, higher productivity

from animals, boosting trade
in livestock and poultry, which,
in turn, will improve the socio-
economic status of livestock
and poultry farmers. This is
one of the world’s first compre-
hensive Animal Pandemic Pre-
paredness Initiatives and will
serve as an anchor for region-
al and global cooperation.

Last week, the DAHD also
launched 'The Animal Health
System Support for One
Health (AHSSOH)', which is
a World Bank-funded initia-
tive. This project will be imple-
mented in five states of India,
namely Assam, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pra-
desh, and Odisha. 

The main objective of this
project is to strengthen the ani-
mal health system in these
states and to improve the over-
all One Health program. This
will be achieved through
strengthening disease moni-
toring and surveillance under
a prevention approach, intro-
ducing Good Animal
Husbandry Practices (GAHP),
strengthening veterinary
health and diagnostic infra-
structure, and raising public
awareness about good farm-
level practices for control and
containment of zoonotic and
other animal health diseases. 

The project focuses on
preventive measures such as
improving the livestock man-
agement system, disease sur-
veillance, and testing to oper-
ationalize more effective "One
Health" coordination. 

To accomplish these objec-
tives, the AHSSOH project will
strengthen 75 district labora-
tories, upgrade 300 dispen-
saries and hospitals, facilitate
MVUs in remote locations,
support 9000 para-veterinar-
ians/diagnostic professionals
and 5500 veterinarians for
efficient animal health, and
increase awareness among the
community (30 lakh house-
holds) about farm-level best
practices in prevention and
control of disease outbreaks. 

The initiatives under APPI
and AHSSOH are a significant
step forward for India's animal
health sector and will not only
benefit the country but also
have a global impact. 

The vision for the coming
years for India in animal health
is to attain global leadership
through these initiatives and
contribute to the global animal
vaccine R&D, and a robust sci-
ence-driven program for ani-
mal pandemic preparedness.
India has the potential to drive
the global narrative around
animal health and be a role
model for other countries in
the world catapulting the
maxim “Sarvajan Swasthya
Sarvajan Hitaya”- Health for
All is Benefits for All.

(Dr Abhijit Mitra is Animal
Husbandry Commissioner,

Department of Animal
Husbandry & Dairying

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry & Dairying, GOI

and Dr Aruna Sharma is
Deputy Commissioner (AH))
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One Health is not just
a concept, it is a way
of life. The “One
Health” approach
summarizes a centu-

ry-old concept; that human, ani-
mal and plant health are interde-
pendent and inextricably linked
to the health of the ecosystems.
The COVID-19 pandemic, a
public health crisis potentially
resulting from a virus of animal
origin, underlined the criticality
of One Health in confronting
global health risks. Health risks
are increasing. Drivers such as
changes in climate and land use,
unsustainable agricultural prac-
tices, globalization, and the
wildlife trade, provide multiple
opportunities for pathogens to
evolve into new forms, increasing
incidences of spillover events
from animals to humans While
most risk assessments focus on
the transmission of pathogens
from animals to humans, diseases
can also pass from humans to ani-
mals, and impact the health of
animals, whether domestic or
wild. 

India has the world's highest
livestock ownership, with 535.78
million livestock and a large vari-
ety of breeds. Nearly 280 million
people, mostly marginal and
landless, and women, derive mul-
tiple benefits from livestock farm-
ing. Animal-sourced foods are
essential for food security, and
reducing stunting and malnour-
ishment, particularly among chil-
dren. From an economic stand-
point, the animal husbandry sec-
tor has realized a sustained
growth of 7.93% CAGR during
2014-15 to 2020-21. The Indian
dairy sector is worth more than
$ 160 billion accounting for 20%
of the global dairy industry. India
ranks 3rd in Egg Production and
8th in meat production in the
world, and the meat market in
India exceeds $50 billion.

India is among the highest-
risk regions for animal disease
outbreaks due to its high-densi-
ty livestock population, extensive
animal-human interface, and
porous boundaries with neigh-
bouring countries. Over the last
year alone, India saw outbreaks of
diseases such as African Swine
Fever, Avian Influenza, and Lum-
py Skin Disease, causing substan-
tial economic losses, impacting
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(The Writer is 
Vice-chairman of the
Sonalika group and

vice-Chairman of the
Punjab Economic Policy

and Planning Board.
Views expressed are 

personal)

India has created the world’s largest
democracy on the infertile soil of the
world’s most hierarchical society on
the strong foundations of the positive
freedoms in our Constitution. But in

the 75-year journey of India’s independence
carrying forward The British rules having
26,134 jail provisions for an entrepreneur.
The imprisonment risks faced by Indian
entrepreneurs across the Centre and States
are 1,536 laws in seven categories- labour,
secretarial, environmental health, and safe-
ty, finance, and taxation, industry-specif-
ic, commercial, and general. This excessive
criminalization hasn’t created world-beat-
ing honesty but has painful consequences
like breeding corruption, sabotaging job cre-
ation, and diluting justice. The compliance
is to be treated as a ‘civil wrong’ and not a
crime to stay afloat.

To decriminalize business compliances
‘The Jan Vishwas (Amendment of
Provisions) Bill 2022’, is a good initiative of
the Central government but it proposed the
decriminalization of only 42 laws out of a
total of 678 business laws with 26,134 crim-
inal provisions out of which only 3400 to
be replaced with monetary penalties. The
Punjab government also scrapped 1498
mandatory compliances to ease out regu-
lations around doing business, still there are
1427 compliances and 1273 imprison-
ment clauses in the state. The Centre and
State governments have to make sure that
future alterations in compliance are divest-
ed of criminal provisions. This purge must
extend to end the criminalization of busi-
ness compliances to restore dignity to entre-
preneurship that creates millions of jobs,
wealth, and the economy. Therefore, more
amendments are needed in Jan Vishwas Bill
to decriminalize the business laws which are
irrelevant in technology-driven ‘New India’.

Of the hundreds of business laws with
imprisonment clauses excluded in the
proposed Bill, very few of these are men-
tioned worthy here.

1) The Factories Act, of 1948: Under
section 11, failure to whitewash the canteen
kitchen and washrooms of business estab-
lishments invites a jail term to an entrepre-
neur extendable from three months to three
years or with a fine which may extend to
Rs 2 lakh or both.

2) Industrial Disputes Act, 1947:
Sections 25-U, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30,31 A and

33 prescribe imprisonment of up to
six months or with a fine of up to
Rs 5,000. Under section 29, any per-
son who commits a breach of any
term of any settlement or award,
which is binding on him under this
Act, shall be punishable with impris-
onment for a term which may
extend to six months or with a fine
of Rs 1000 or with both.

3) Labour Laws: Section 54 -b
of The Code on Wages specifies
penalties for offences committed by
an employer, such as paying less
than the due wages or contravening
any provision of the Code. Penalties
vary depending upon the nature of
the offence, with the maximum
penalty being imprisonment for
three months along with a fine of up
to Rs one lakh or both.

4) Maternity Benefit Act, 1961:
Under section 6, the violation shall
be punishable with imprisonment
of three months but may extend to
one year and with a fine. Subject to
the provisions of this Act, every
woman shall be entitled to, and her
employer shall be liable for, the pay-
ment of maternity benefit at the rate
of the average daily wage for the
period of her actual absence.

5) Employee State Insurance
Corporation Act, 1948: Section 85
is prescribed for different types of
offences in terms of imprisonment
of up to one year and a fine of up
to Rs 5000. Section 85-A pre-
scribed 3 years imprisonment and
not less than 6 months, where an
employer deducts contributions
from the wages of his employees but
does not pay the same to the cor-
poration which amounts to a crim-
inal breach of trust.

6) Goods and Services Tax Act
of 2017: Under section 132, where
the amount of input tax credit
wrongly availed or utilised or the
amount of refund wrongly taken
exceeds imprisonment for a term
which may extend to three years.

7) Companies Act, 2013:
Section 447 prescribes punishment
for a false entry in any document
concerning the company or body

corporate, furnishing false state-
ments, mutilation, and destruction
of documents, section 449 for false
evidence. Section 453 prescribes
Punishment for improper use of
Limited or Private Limited. The jail
terms range from three months to
as high as 10 years.

8) The Patents Act, 1970:
Section 124 A prescribed for the
person falsely represents that any
article sold by him is patented in
India or is the subject of an appli-
cation for a patent in India. Where
the person fails to comply, shall be
punishable with imprisonment for
a term which may extend to one
year, or with a fine up to Rs 25,000
which may extend to five lakh
rupees, or with both.

9) The Air (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981:
Under section 39D, Offences for
failure to comply and for failure to
pay a penalty are to be punishable
with imprisonment for a term of
two years but which may extend to
seven years and with a fine.

10) The Environment (Protec-
tion) Act, 1986: Under section 15F,
Where any person fails to pay the
penalty or additional penalty with-
in ninety days of such imposition,
he shall be liable for imprisonment
that may extend to three years or
with a fine which may extend to
twice the amount of the penalty or
with both.

11) The Trade Marks Act, 1999:
Under section 112 A, Where the
person fails to comply with the order
made within a period of ninety days
from the date of the receipt of the
order, shall be punishable with a fine
of Rs one lakh or imprisonment for
a term may extend to one year or
with both.

12) The Motor Vehicles Act,
1988: Under section 192A, using a
vehicle without a permit shall be
punishable for the first offence
with imprisonment of six months or
a fine of ten thousand rupees, or
with both and for any subsequent
offence with imprisonment which
may extend to one year with fine or

with both.
13) The Public Liability Insu-

rance Act, 1991: The owner who has
control over handling hazardous
substances is required to take an
insurance policy and pay a match-
ing amount to the Environment
Relief Fund. Under section 17B,
Where any person who fails to pay
the penalty imposed for non -
compliance with the directions,
shall be liable for imprisonment up
to 3 years or with a fine up to Rs 15
lakh or with both.

14) The Geographical Indica-
tions of Goods (Registrations and
Protection) Act, 1999: Under section
37 A, where the person fails to com-
ply with the order within a period
of ninety, shall be punishable with
imprisonment upto one year, or
with a fine of Rs 25,000 but which
may extend to Rs 5 lakh, or with
both.

15) The Information Techno-
logy Act, 2000: Under section 70 B,
Any service provider, intermediary,
data centres, body corporate or the
person who fails to provide the
information called for or comply
shall be punishable with imprison-
ment for a term which may extend
to one year or with fine which may
extend to one crore rupees or with
both.

THE WAY FORWARD 
� Imprisonment should be applic-
able only in cases of willful destruc-
tion of the environment, negli-
gence in food and workforce safe-
ty, loan defaults, and evasion of
taxes.
�An integrated institutional regu-
latory body could be set up to end
the criminalization of business
compliances and to trim down
corruption.
� Before giving thumbs up to ‘The
Jan Vishwas (Amendment of
Provisions) Bill 2022’, It seeks to
deepen the debate around ease of
doing business reforms in the
world’s fifth-largest economy, which
is headed towards becoming the
world’s third-largest before 2030.
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Nationalist Congress
Party leader Sharad
Pawar surprised fri-

ends and foes alike with his
sudden decision to give up
the presidency of his Party
recently, only to withdraw it
after three days. It ultimate-
ly became a storm in a teacup.
Had Pawar stuck to his deci-
sion, it could have consider-
ably weakened his Party, the
MVA, and the fight against
the BJP in the state, which
sends 48 members to the
Lok Sabha. Sharad Pawar
plays the guessing game bet-
ter than most others. By his
revocation, Sharad Pawar 
has stolen a march over
nephew Ajit and consolidat-
ed the support of his party
workers.

Resignation is the
favourite game charismatic

leaders resort to when their
Party rebels. Others like for-
mer Karnataka chief minister
Ramakrishna Hegde, Sena
Pramukh Bal Thackeray, and
Sonia Gandhi used it success-
fully. Pawar's resignation
drama gave a shock treatment
to his Party and other oppo-
sition leaders. He heckled
his nephew Ajit Pawar who
was contemplating splitting
the Party and joining the
BJP with himself as the chief
minister. He successfully
diverted the attention that his
Party was facing internal
trouble.

There were three crucial
players in the present power
play. One was Sharad Pawar,
who wanted a succession
plan. The second was his
daughter Supriya, and the
third was Ajit Pawar. Pawar's

resignation and withdrawal
drama was scripted by him-
self. Being a clever politician,
he kept his Party and the
Opposition guessing whether
he would take back the resig-
nation for three days. As
expected, senior leaders in the
Party and even opposition
leaders persuaded him to
take back the resignation.
The core committee to search
for Pawar's successor came
back and said it rejected the
resignation unanimously.

As per his script known
only to his family, Pawar
agreed to remain, claiming he
"can't disrespect the emo-
tions of so many people." he
said. Your love has made me
emotional. The decision by
the senior NCP leaders' com-
mittee was informed to me,
and I respect it. As such, I

withdraw my decision to
resign from the post." The
NCP chief said that although
he will continue his respon-
sibilities, his primary focus
would be creating new lead-
ership and handing over new
responsibilities to them. A
cancer survivor, Pawar was
emotional when he said, "My
political career, which start-
ed in 1960, has been going on
for 63 years without any hin-
drance. It is time to step
down and give a chance to
new leadership." He asserted,
"That is why I decided to
leave the NCP President's
post", he revealed in an inter-
view.

Many people knew of the
power struggle between his
nephew Ajit Pawar and his
only child Supriya Sule, a
Parliament member. It is no

big secret that Pawar would
like to hand over the baton to
Supriya Sule. Also, Pawar has
been suspicious of his
nephew's plan. Senior BJP
leaders have assured Ajit that
if he could mobilise enough
NCP legislators, they would
make him the chief minister,
replacing Eknath Shinde.

Pawar clarified that he
was not taking political
sanyas, "There will be no
separation from me or pub-
lic retirement. I was with
you; I am and will always be
there till my last breath." In
short, he would continue to
loom large. Secondly, Pawar
knew that his Party was slid-
ing and had lost its national
status recently; the NCP had
not been able to penetrate
new voters. Since its forma-
tion in 1999, the NCP has

always ridden piggyback to
share power — first with the
Congress Party and later with
the Shiv Sena-Congress in the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
coalition. There is an urgent
need to strengthen the NCP.

Thirdly, Pawar's health
and his age were not on his
side. Hence the urgency for a
succession plan. At the
national level, Pawar has
already positioned himself
to mobilise non-BJP parties
ahead of the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls as an influential leader
with friends in all the parties.
He said," My responsibility is
in the larger interest of the
nation to bring together like
minor parties and provide an
alternative to the people."

He clarified his role ahead
of the 2024 polls: "I enjoy per-
sonal relations with many

who said that I was required
for this. They include Rahul
Gandhi, Sitaram Yechury and
many more." He also told
NDTV

While many opposition
leaders are against promoting
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi as the opposition
candidate, they would sup-
port Sharad Pawar. Even
Parties like BRS, YSRCP, and
BJD, reluctant to join the
UPA, may also support
Sharad Pawar's post as PM.

On the whole, Pawar's
game plan worked to his sat-
isfaction. Any split was avert-
ed, and Ajit Pawar would
think twice before making
such an attempt. The non-
BJP Opposition would also
look up to him. Pawar, in his
way, turned the disadvan-
tage to his advantage.
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Former US President Donald
Trump sexually abused and

defamed author and advice
columnist E. Jean Carroll in
1996, a Manhattan federal jury
has found and awarded her
USD 5 million for battery and
defamation, a verdict that may
hurt him in his 2024 bid to
regain the White House.

The jury found that Trump
sexually abused Carroll, hold-
ing him liable for battery
charges but did not find that
Carroll proved he raped her.

Carroll has alleged that
Trump had raped her in the
Bergdorf Goodman depart-
ment store in Manhattan and
then defamed her when the for-
mer US President posted a
statement in October on his

Truth Social platform by
describing her case as “a com-

plete con job” and “a Hoax and
a lie.”

The jury verdict against
Trump comes just over a
month after a grand jury in
Manhattan indicted the 76-
year-old former president, for
his role in paying hush money
to porn star Stormy Daniels.

Trump, the first former
US President to be criminally
charged, has pleaded not guilty
to 34 felony counts of falsifying
business records in relation to
hush money payments to
Daniels during the 2016 pres-
idential elections at his arraign-
ment in Manhattan criminal
court.

Carroll, 79, called the ver-
dict a victory for her and other
victims of abuse.“I filed this
lawsuit against Donald Trump
to clear my name and to get my
life back. Today, the world
finally knows the truth. 
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China’s foreign minister said
Tuesday that his country

has no intention of benefiting
from the war in Ukraine and
hopes for further discussions
on a peace plan Beijing pro-
posed earlier this year.

Speaking after a meeting
with his German counterpart
in Berlin, Foreign Minister
Qin Gang noted the recent
talks the government in Beijing
had with both Moscow and
Kyiv, and said China’s special
envoy for Europe was expect-
ed to visit Ukraine again soon.

“We won’t pour oil on the
fire” of the war, Qin said,
according to an official inter-
preter.

Western countries have
accused Beijing of providing
political and material support
to Russia since its invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022. The
European Union is currently
considering imposing sanc-
tions against companies that

supply critical components to
Russia’s arms industry. 

Qin denied Chinese firms
were doing so. He said China
maintains “normal” trade rela-
tions with Russia, not mention-
ing a significant bump in
China’s purchases of Russian
crude oil at a major discount. 

German Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock urged
China to use its clout to find a
peaceful solution to the conflict
but suggested that Beijing was-

n’t doing enough yet.
“As a permanent member

of the United Nations Security
Council, China can play a sig-
nificant role in ending the war,
if it decides to do so,” she told
reporters in Ber8lin.

Baerbock welcomed recent
statements by the Chinese gov-
ernment confirming the sover-
eignty of countries that once
made up the Soviet Union,
adding that the position must
hold for Ukraine, too.

The German government
is currently in the process of
adjusting its policy toward
China, with some in the three-
party coalition government
pushing for a tougher line
toward Beijing.

Chancellor Olaf Scholz said
in a speech to the European
Parliament on Tuesday that
he favours a “de-risking” rather
than a “decoupling” of
Germany’s economy from
China.

The distinction did not
satisfy Qin, who suggested the

German government’s eventu-
ally policy could hurt trade
between the two countries.

“Normal economic
exchange should not be politi-
cized,” he said.

Qin downplayed the recent
cancellation of a meeting
between China and Germany’s
finance ministers, saying the
visit was postponed for “tech-
nical” reasons and should not
be over-interpreted.

A fellow member of
German Finance Minister
Christian Lindner’s Free
Democratic Party, Education
Minister Bettina Stark-
Watzinger, visited Taiwan in
March, prompting criticism
from Beijing, which considers
the island part of its territory.

Lindner said Tuesday that
Germany should have less of a
soft touch approach in its deal-
ings with China.

“We won’t allow our liberal
values to be bought in return for
good business,” he told German
news site The Pioneer.
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Paris (AP): Colleagues of
Arman Soldin, the Agence
France-Presse journalist slain
in Ukraine, gathered solemn-
ly at the press agency’s Paris
headquarters on Wednesday, a
day after his death, to remem-
ber the 32-year old.

A widely broadcast photo
of Soldin, pictured in protec-
tive gear and smiling broadly
with a cat on his shoulder, has
plucked at the heartstrings of
the French nation.

“Arman was so enthusias-
tic, so energetic, so alive that
it seems unreal to be here and
talk about it this morning,” said
Juliette Hollier-Larousse, the
agency’s deputy news director.

Soldin, who was working
as the Ukraine video coordina-
tor, was killed during a Grad
rocket attack near the eastern
Ukrainian city of Bakhmut.

He was with a team of AFP
journalists travelling with
Ukrainian soldiers when the
group came under fire. The
rest of the team escaped unin-
jured.

At the editorial meeting,
AFP news director Phil
Chetwynd said the shock
reverberated across the whole
company, saying that “Arman
was someone who is loved by
his colleagues”.

“To lose him in these cir-
cumstances is incredibly
painful for all of us,” Chetwynd

said, even though ”we all know
the risks”.

Chetwynd said the logisti-
cal priority now was to return
Soldin’s body to the Ukrainian
capital, Kyiv, so “we can safe-
ly take it out of the country and
return it home to his family”.

He added: “It’s just some-
thing we never, ever want to
have to contact the family
about. It goes to some of our
worst fears and concerns. So
really, all our thoughts are
with his family today.”

Pavlo Kyrylenko, the gov-
ernor of the eastern Donetsk
region, said in a Telegram
update that Soldin was killed
near Chasiv Yar, a western
suburb of the embattled city of
Bakhmut.

Russian forces have been
trying to capture the city for
nine months, making Bakhmut
the focus of the war’s longest
battle.
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In a boost to the embattled Adani
Group, Mauritian Financial Services

Minister Mahen Kumar Seeruttun has
told the nation’s Parliament that
Hindenburg Research’s allegations of the
presence of ‘shell’ companies in the
Island nation are ‘false and baseless’ and
that Mauritius was in compliance with
OECD-mandated tax rules. US short sell-
er Hindenburg on January 24 alleged that
billionaire Gautam Adani used shell
companies based in Mauritius to manip-
ulate stock prices of his Indian-listed com-
panies.

A shell company is an inactive firm
used as a vehicle for various financial
manoeuvres.

When a Member of Parliament (MP)
through a written notice question asked
the Minister about Hindenburg’s allega-
tion of use of Mauritius-based entities as
conduits for money laundering and share
price manipulation for the Adani Group,
the minister said the nation’s law does not
allow shell companies.

“At the outset, I wish to inform the
House that the allegations of the presence
of shell companies in Mauritius are false
and baseless,” he said. “According to the

law, shell companies are not allowed in
Mauritius.”

All global business companies
licensed by the Financial Services
Commission have to meet substance
requirements on an ongoing basis and are
being strictly monitored by the
Commission, he said. “So far, there has
been no breach that has been found,” he
said. He said the Financial Services
Commission has taken note of the
Hindenburg report but the regulator is
bound by the confidentiality clause of the
law and cannot disclose details.

“The Financial Services Commission
can neither deny nor confirm whether an
investigation has been and/or is being
conducted. As such, disclosure of infor-
mation on global business companies
would be in breach of section 83 of the
Financial Services Act and may have an
adverse impact on the repute of our juris-
diction,” he said.Dhanesswurnath Vikash
Thakoor, chief executive officer, of FSC,
had previously stated that an initial
assessment of all the entities related to the
Adani group in Mauritius was not found
to be any non-compliance with rules.

Listing out the requirements for
companies registering in Mauritius, the
minister said they first have to carry out
their core income-generating activities in

or from the country. They must be man-
aged and controlled from Mauritius,
have at least two directors resident in
Mauritius, maintain at all times their prin-
cipal bank account in the country, keep
and maintain at all times their account-
ing records at their registered office in
Mauritius and prepare their statutory
financial statements and cause those
financial statements to be audited in
Mauritius. The statement came just
before the Hindenburg-Adani issue comes
up in Supreme Court. The apex court,
which had appointed an expert commit-
tee to look into regulatory issues, is like-
ly to take up capital market regulator
SEBI’s plea for a six-month extension in
timelines to probe allegations against the
Adani group. The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is assess-
ing the connection between Adani Group
and two Mauritian firms - Great
International Tusker Fund and Ayushmat
Ltd - that participated as anchor investors
in the recently cancelled share sale of
Adani Group’s flagship company.

The conglomerate lost USD 140 bil-
lion in market capitalisation at one point
after short seller Hindenburg raised alle-
gations of fraud and stock price manip-
ulation against the group. Adani Group,
however, has denied all the charges.
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Washington (PTI): The United
States has a very deeply compli-
cated and consequential rela-
tionship with China, Secretary
of State Antony Blinken said
Tuesday, adding that engage-
ment between the two countries
is the key.

He also said that it is in the
interest of the US and China to
establish and strengthen their
lines of communication —
something that the rest of the
world “expects us to do”.

“What we have communi-
cated to our colleagues in the
government in Beijing is the
importance from our perspec-
tive in engagement, precisely
because we have a deeply com-
plicated and also consequential
relationship that is important to
people in the United States
and China,” Blinken told
reporters at a news conference
along with his British counter-
part Foreign Secretary James
Cleverly.

“But beyond that around
the world; that our two presi-
dents agreed when they met in
Bali at the end of last year that
it would be important to estab-
lish and strengthen our lines of
communication; and that we
believe that that’s in our inter-
ests and also something that the
rest of the world expects us to
do because there’s an expecta-
tion that we will responsibly
manage the relationship,” he
said. “And precisely because we
have profound differences as
well as, I believe, some respon-
sibility not only to manage
those differences so that the
competition that we have does-
n’t veer into conflict, but also
the potential where it’s in our
mutual interest Blinken said.
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Aboat capsized in northwestern
Nigeria, killing 15 people, police

said on Wednesday. The boat was
heading to the village of Dundeji in
Sokoto state on Tuesday when it cap-
sized in the middle of a river, local
police spokesman Sanusi Abubakar
told The Associated Press.

There were 36 passengers on
board the boat, with 21 of them res-
cued alive. 

Thirteen females and two males
died, Abubakar said. Some of the fatal-
ities were children. 

It was the latest in a series of boat
capsizings in Nigeria’s river commu-
nities.
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One of the UK’s tabloid
publishers, embroiled in

legal proceedings over historic
phone hacking allegations tar-
geted at celebrities including
Prince Harry, on Wednesday
“unreservedly apologised” for
ordering the unlawful gather-
ing of information.

The Mirror Group
Newspapers (MGN), the pub-
lisher of ‘Daily Mirror’, released
court documents at the start of
a trial in the High Court in
London to continue to deny
phone hacking but admitted
that there was “some evidence
of the instruction of third par-
ties to engage in other types of

UIG (unlawful information
gathering) in respect of each of
the claimants”. Harry, the Duke
of Sussex, is one of the
claimants in a test case being
heard in the High Court and is
due to give evidence next
month.

Lawyers representing the

prince, the younger son of
King Charles III, said he was
subjected to the “most intrusive
methods of obtaining person-
al information”.

MGN denies any involve-
ment in the case of one partic-
ular claimant in the hearing
that is expected to last over six
weeks. The company is repre-
sented by barrister Andrew
Green, whose written argu-
ments deny allegations of
voicemail interception in the
cases being examined during
the trial.

“There is some evidence of
the instruction of third parties
to engage in other types of UIG
in respect of each of the
claimants. 
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President Joe Biden and con-
gressional leaders confront-

ed each other on the debt limit
impasse on Tuesday, ending
their meeting with no break-
through but agreeing to meet
again this week to try to avert
the looming risk of an unprece-
dented government default.

Speaking at the White
House, Biden described the
talks as “productive” even
though House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy said after the high-
stakes Oval Office meeting
that he “didn’t see any new
movement” toward resolving
the stalemate.

Lawmakers and their staffs
were to continue discussions on
the annual federal budget at
Biden’s encouragement. Biden
and the congressional leaders

are to meet again Friday.
After the hourlong discus-

sion in the Oval Office, Biden
said he was “absolutely certain”
that the country could avert a
default, declaring that failure to
meet America’s obligations “is

not an option.”
Still, time is short. The

government is bumping up
against its legal limit for bor-
rowing and will not be able to
pay all of its bills as soon as
June 1 if Congress doesn’t

agree to raise the debt ceiling.
That failure would send the
country into default with wide-
reaching economic impact at
home and around the world.

Republicans came to the
White House hoping to nego-
tiate sweeping cuts to federal
spending in exchange for
allowing new borrowing to
avoid default. Biden, on the
other hand, reinforced his
opposition to allowing the
country’s full faith and credit to
be held “hostage” to negotia-
tions — while affirming his
willingness to hold talks on the
budget only after default is no
longer a threat.

“I told congressional lead-
ers that I’m prepared to begin
a separate discussion about
my budget, spending priorities,
but not under the threat of
default,” Biden said.
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London (PTI): Two teenagers
found guilty of murdering an
innocent 16-year-old Afghan
Sikh refugee in London who
they mistakenly thought
belonged to a rival gang were
sentenced to life imprison-
ment by a UK court on
Wednesday.

Vanushan Balakrishnan
and Ilyas Suleiman, both 18,
were convicted of the murder
of Rishmeet Singh “in cold
blood” in March following a
trial at the Old Bailey court in
London.

In a televised sentencing
hearing at the same court,
Judge Sarah Munro described
the case as “tragic” as she sen-
tenced Balakrishnan to serve a
minimum of 24 years and
Suleiman a minimum of 21
years behind bars before being
considered for parole.

“This case is more tragic
because Rishmeet was an
entirely innocent victim,” the
judge said.

“He was described as a
good person who would not
hurt a fly. He was never
involved in any kind of vio-
lence. It defies belief you two
sought him out to kill him,” she
said.

During the trial, it emerged
that Rishmeet Singh came to
the UK in October 2019 with
his mother and grandmother to
seek asylum from Jalalabad in
Afghanistan.

His father was killed by the
Taliban six months prior to
that, and shortly after they
tried to kidnap Rishmeet –
forcing the family to flee to the
UK.
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Wednesday abol-

ished visas for Georgian
nationals and lifted a 2019 ban
on direct flights to the South
Caucasus nation, a move that
comes amid rocky relations
between the two countries and
that was quickly denounced by
Georgia’s president as a “provo-
cation.” According to a decree
Putin signed, starting from
May 15, Georgian nationals will

be allowed to enter Russia
without visas — unless they’re
coming to Russia to work or to
stay for longer than 90 days.

Another presidential
decree lifts a ban on direct
flights by Russian airlines to
Georgia. Russia unilaterally
imposed the ban in 2019 after
a wave of anti-Kremlin protests
in Georgia. The decrees come
a day after leaders of several
Central Asian and South
Caucasus nations stood beside

Putin at a military parade
marking the anniversary of
Nazi Germany’s defeat in
World War II, in what looked
like the Kremlin seeking to
show that Russia still had allies
and was not completely isolat-
ed.  

Following Putin’s decrees,
Russia’s Foreign Ministry issued
a statement lifting its 2019
recommendation for Russian
citizens to avoid travelling to
Georgia. 
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The Pakistan Army on
Wednesday warned former

prime minister Imran Khan’s
supporters of “severe retalia-
tion” in the wake of attacks on
its installations, asserting that it
will not allow anyone to take the
law into their hands while
describing May 9 as a “black
chapter” in the country’s histo-
ry.Enraged over the arrest of
their leader in a corruption case
on Tuesday, the supporters of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chief Khan stormed the General
Headquarters of the Army.
They set the residence of the
Lahore Corps Commander on
fire while attacking military
vehicles and installations.

“We will not allow anyone
to take the law into their hands,”
the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), the Army’s
media wing said in a terse
statement.

The ISPR said that on the
one hand, these miscreants
evoke the nation’s emotions
for achieving their “limited
and selfish objectives” and on
the other hand, they deceive
people, continuing to highlight
the army’s importance.

“This is an example of
hypocrisy,” it stated.

The military’s media wing
said that “this group wearing a
political cloak” has done what
enemies could not do in 75
years, all “in the lust for power”.

May 9 will be remembered
as a “black chapter” in history
due to the protestors “targeting
army property and installa-
tions” after the arrest of Khan,
it said.“The army showed
patience and restraint and exer-
cised extreme tolerance, not
even caring about its reputation,
in the larger interest of the
country,” the statement said.

“Any further attack on the
army, including all law enforce-
ment agencies, military and
state installations and proper-
ties will be severely retaliated,
the responsibility of which will
be on this very group that
wants to push Pakistan into a
civil war and has expressed it
multiple times,” it said. The
Army said its “mature” response

thwarted this conspiracy.
“We are well aware that

behind it were orders, directives
and complete pre-planning by
some sinister party leadership,”
it said.

It said that the facilitators,
planners and political activists
involved in the protests had
been identified and strict action
would be taken against them as
per the law.

“With this situation creat-
ed under nefarious planning, a
heinous attempt was made to
make the army give its imme-
diate reaction, which could be
used for its nefarious political
purposes,” it said, adding that all
these “evil elements” will now
be responsible for the conse-
quences.

The Army’s statement
comes a day after paramilitary
forces whisked away the PTI
chief on the orders of the
National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) officials who barged
into a room of the Islamabad
High Court on Tuesday.

An anti-corruption court
on Wednesday sent the former
prime minister on an eight-day
physical remand to the anti-cor-
ruption watchdog.

At least seven people have
died and nearly 300 others
have been injured across
Pakistan in the last 24 hours in
violent clashes between Khan’s
supporters and security forces. 
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Pakistan Army troops were

deployed in Punjab on
Wednesday to maintain law
and order in the most populous
province after violent protests
in several cities and attacks on
military installations following
the dramatic arrest of former
prime minister Imran Khan in
a corruption case.

The decision was taken by
the interior ministry at the
request of the Punjab govern-
ment, according to a notifica-
tion issued by the federal gov-
ernment. “The exact numbers
of troops/assets, date and area
of deployment will be worked
out by the provincial govern-
ment in consultation” with the
army headquarters, according
to the notification.
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In a major relief for Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif and his son Hamza, the
National  Accountabi l ity
Bureau has declared the
father-son duo were “inno-
cent” in a money laundering
case after it conducted a re-
investigation, a media report
said on Wednesday.

The case was filed by the
anti-corruption agency in
2020, which alleged that
Shehbaz and his family mem-
bers were involved in money
laundering and illegal trans-
fer of funds through fake
accounts.

The supplementary report
was submitted to the account-
ability court and presented
during the hearing conduct-
ed by Accountability Court
judge Qamar-ul-Zaman,
Samaa TV reported on its
website.

During Wednesday’s
hearing, Hamza Shehbaz filed
a petition seeking an exemp-
tion from attendance on med-
ical grounds, which was
approved by the court.

The supplementar y
report, submitted on Monday,
stated that the 71-year-old
prime minister, his wife
Nusrat Shehbaz, son Hamza
Shehbaz, and other accused
were found to have no
involvement in the matter
after a re-investigation.

According to the NAB
official, the corruption allega-
tions could not be substanti-
ated under the NAB
Amendment Act.

The court ,  however,
adjourned further proceed-
ings till May 24 and extend-
ed the interim bails of Haroon
Yousaf Aziz, prime minister’s
son-in-law, and co-accused
Syed Muhammad Tahir Naqvi
until May 24.

The development comes
as the country is bracing for

another day of violence that
broke out in many cities after
the arrest of former prime
minister Imran Khan on
Tuesday for alleged corrup-
tion by the paramilitary
Rangers on the orders of the
NAB.

In December 2020 when
Khan was in power, the
Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) submitted a challan
against Shehbaz and his son
Hamza before the court for
the duo’s alleged involvement
in laundering Rs 16 billion in
a sugar scam case.

The investigation team
“detected 28 Benami [unti-
tled] accounts of the Shehbaz
family through which money
laundering of Rs 16.3 billion
was committed from 2008 to
2018,” according to the report.
It examined the money trail of
17,000 credit transactions.

Shehbaz and Hamza were
booked in the case along with
the prime minister’s other
son, Suleman Shehbaz, who
was absconding in the United
Kingdom, and 14 other peo-
ple were also named in the
FIR.

The report revealed that
the amount was kept under
“hidden accounts” which
were given to Shehbaz in a
personal capacity.

The wealthy Sharif fami-
ly has consistently denied any
involvement in money laun-
dering or other illegal finan-
cial activities. They have
maintained that the case
against them is politically
motivated and an attempt to
discredit their reputation and
influence in the country.

The FIA also gave a clean
chit to Suleman Shehbaz, stat-
ing that the agency found ‘no
evidence of his involvement
in the money laundering case’,
according to the report. 
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Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan’s
former Prime Minister Imran
Khan told an accountability
court here on Wednesday that
he feared for his life and was
afraid that he will meet the
same fate as Maqsood Chaprasi,
a key witness in Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif ’s money laun-
dering case who died last year.

Khan, 70, appeared before
the accountability court at the
Police Lines Headquarters in H-
11/1 Islamabad on Wednesday,
a day after he was dragged from
the Islamabad High Court and
arrested, sparking widespread
clashes between his supporters
and police.

“I have not been to the
washroom in 24 hours,” the for-
mer prime minister said during
the hearing.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chief requested the
court that his personal physi-
cian Dr Faisal Sultan be grant-
ed access to him, the Express
Tribune newspaper reported.

“I am afraid I will meet the
same fate as ‘Maqsood
Chaprasi’,” Khan said in refer-
ence to a key witness in Prime
Minister Sharif ’s money laun-
dering case who died due to a
cardiac arrest last year, it said.

The PTI had termed the
witness’ death “mysterious”.

They give [you] an injec-
tion, and [you] slowly die,”
Khan said. During Wednesday’s
hearing, the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
requested a 14-day physical
remand of the PTI chief. The
anti-corruption court, howev-
er, sent Khan on an eight-day
physical remand to NAB.
Accountability court judge
Muhammad Bashir heard the
case at the New Police Guest
House, where the NAB present-
ed reasons behind the former
prime minister’s arrest.
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London (PTI): British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak on
Wednesday said that the arrest
of former Pakistan prime min-
ister Imran Khan was an inter-
nal matter of the country, but
that the UK was monitoring the
situation carefully.

Asked about the ongoing
“civil unrest” in the country by
Pakistan-born Conservative
Party MP Rehman Chishti
during Prime Minister’s
Questions (PMQs) in the
House of Commons, Sunak
responded by describing the
UK-Pakistan bilateral relations
as “long-standing and close”.

“The arrest of the former
prime minister is an internal
matter for Pakistan. We sup-
port peaceful democratic
processes and adherence to
the rule of law and we are mon-
itoring the situation carefully,”
said Sunak. Chishti, a dual
British and Pakistani citizen,
raised concerns over the cir-
cumstances of the detention of
Khan and his right to a fair

trial. “The United Kingdom has
in the past sent observers to
hearings around the world to
ensure natural justice is done.
Has the Prime Minister consid-
ered that?” he asked Sunak. The
parliamentary intervention in
the UK came a day after Khan
was arrested by paramilitary
officers, triggering country-
wide protests. A large group of
protesters also gathered outside
the central London home of
former prime minister and
Pakistan Muslim League
(Nawaz) supremo Nawaz Sharif
and chanted slogans in favour
of Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) following news of
the arrest on Tuesday.
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Washington (PTI): The United
States on Tuesday called for
respect of democratic principles
and the rule of law in Pakistan
in the aftermath of the arrest of
its former prime minister Imran
Khan.

“We are aware of the arrest
of former Pakistani prime min-
ister Imran Khan. 

As we have said before, the
United States does not have a
position on one political candi-
date or party versus another,”
White House Press Secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre told
reporters at her daily news con-
ference.

She was responding to
questions on arrest of Imran
Khan in Pakistan. 

Khan was undergoing a
biometric process at the
Islamabad High Court when the
paramilitary Rangers broke
open the glass window and
arrested him in a graft case. 
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Beirut (AP): Saudi Arabia has
invited Syrian President Bashar
Assad to the upcoming Arab
League summit in the oil-rich
kingdom, the Syrian presi-
dent’s office said on
Wednesday.  The news comes
as Damascus continues to slow-
ly return to the Arab fold, fol-
lowing a 12-year-period of
political isolation.

Assad received the invita-
tion days after the Arab League
restored Syria’s membership
into the organisation during a
meeting in Cairo on Sunday.

Syria’s membership was
suspended for brutally cracking
down on mass protests against
Assad in 2011. Since then, the
uprising turned into a vicious
civil war that killed nearly a half
million people and displaced
half of the country’s pre-war

population of 23 million.
The upcoming summit will

take place in the Saudi coastal
city of Jeddah on May 19.

Assad’s office published
photos of the Saudi Arabia’s
ambassador to Jordan deliver-
ing the invitation. It was not
made clear whether Assad will
attend the summit.

Saudi Arabia had been a
key backer of armed opposition
groups attempting to over-
throw the embattled Syrian
president, but in recent months
had called for dialogue. On
Tuesday, the Syrian foreign
minister paid a visit to the king-
dom, the first in over a decade,
while Riyadh and Damascus
announced Tuesday that they
will reopen their embassies
and restore diplomatic rela-
tions.
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Tunis(AP): A Tunisian naval
guard shot and killed a col-
league and two civilians
Tuesday as he tried to reach a
synagogue on the
Mediterranean island of Djerba
during an annual Jewish pil-
grimage, the Tunisian Interior
Ministry said. The attacker
was slain by security guards,
and 10 people were injured.

The motive for the attack
was under investigation. It
came as Tunisia, once a prized
tourist destination and birth-
place of the Arab Spring pro-
democracy uprisings, has fall-
en into political and econom-
ic crisis.

Djerba, a picturesque
island off the southern coast of
Tunisia, is home to the North
African country’s main Jewish
community.

The civilians killed were
French and Tunisian, the
Tunisian Foreign Ministry said.
It was not immediately clear if
they were pilgrims attending
ceremonies at the 2,500-year-
old Ghriba temple, one of
Africa’s oldest synagogues.

Those injured
include six security agents and
four civilians, the Interior
Ministry said. It did not spec-
ify how they were injured or
whether they were all shot by
the attacker, who was not pub-
licly identified.

The assailant, a guard affil-
iated with the National Guard
naval centre in the port town of
Aghir on Djerba, first killed a
colleague with his service
weapon and then seized
ammunition and headed
toward the Ghriba synagogue,
the ministry said.

When he reached the site,
he opened fire on security
units stationed at the temple,
who fired back, killing him
before he reached the entrance,
the ministry said. 

The synagogue was locked
down and those inside and out-
side were kept secure while
authorities investigate the
motives for the attack, the
ministry said. Ghayda Thabet,
a member of the Tunisian
Association for the Support of
Minorities, was at the Ghriba
synagogue and appealed for
help on Facebook. 

: ����
��

����	����6������0
!�2�������	
�����(����
-
���� /�8��.	3>

Palestinian militants in the
Gaza Strip on Wednesday

fired several barrages of rock-
et fire into southern Israel, in
their first response to a series
of Israeli airstrikes that have
killed a total of 16 Palestinians,
including three senior mili-
tants and at least 10 civilians.

The rocket fire set off air-
raid sirens throughout south-
ern Israel, where residents
had been bracing for an attack
since Israel carried out its
first airstrikes early Tueday.
There were no immediate
reports of damage or injuries.

Earlier on Wednesday,
Israeli aircraft struck targets in
Gaza a second straight day on
Wednesday, killing at least
one Palestinian and pushing
the region closer toward a
new round of heavy fighting.

Tuesday’s strikes killed
three senior Islamic Jihad mil-
itants and at least 10 civilians
— most of them women and
children. Palestinian militants
have pledged to retaliate while
Israel says it is prepared for a
further escalation of hostilities.

The Israeli military said

Tuesday it was bombing
Palestinian Islamic Jihad mil-
itant infrastructure in the
coastal enclave. 

The army said one
airstrike targeted militants
travelling to a rocket launch-
er site in the southern Gaza
Strip. 
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Southeast Asian leaders
condemned an attack on

an aid convoy that the region-
al group had arranged for dis-
placed people in Myanmar,
calling Wednesday for an
immediate stop to violence
and for the military govern-
ment to comply with a peace
plan.

Leaders of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
convened in the picturesque
harbor town of Labuan Bajo
in southern Indonesia at the
start of a two-day summit.
Their host, President Joko
Widodo, called for unity amid
global economic headwinds
and major-power rivalry that’s
lashing the region.

The 10-nation bloc has
come under international
pressure to effectively address
the crisis in Myanmar. But
ASEAN members appeared to
be divided on how to proceed,
with some recommending to
ease punitive actions aimed at
isolating Myanmar’s generals
and invite its top diplomat
and officials back to the high-
profile summit meetings.

“The time for isolation has
served its purpose,” said an
internal ASEAN report
obtained by The Associated
Press.

Over the weekend, a con-
voy delivering aid to dis-
placed villagers and carrying
Indonesian and Singaporean
diplomats came under fire in
Myanmar’s eastern Shan state.
A security team with the con-
voy returned fire and a vehi-
cle was damaged, but there
were no injuries, state-run
television MRTV reported.

Indonesia, which chairs
ASEAN this year, had
arranged for the aid delivery
after a long-delayed assess-
ment.

“We condemned the
attack and underlined that the
perpetrators must be held
accountable,” the ASEAN
leaders said in a joint state-
ment. For the second year,
Myanmar’s top general was
not invited to the summit.
Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing
led the army in seizing power
from the elected government
of Aung San Suu Kyi in
February 2021, plunging the
country into a civil strife and
becoming ASEAN’s gravest

crisis since its founding in
1967.

ASEAN leaders said they
were “deeply concerned with
ongoing violence in Myanmar
and urged the immediate ces-
sation of all forms of violence
and the use of force to create
a conducive environment for
the safe and timely delivery of
humanitarian assistance and
inclusive national dialogues.”

During foreign ministers’
talks ahead of the summit,
however, some suggested that
the group reengage
Myanmar’s military-led State
Administration Council and
“bring Myanmar back to
ASEAN foreign ministers’
meeting and summits, noting
that the time for isolation has
served its purpose,” according
to the ASEAN report. It did
not identify the countries
pushing for more leniency
toward Myanmar despite
international outrage against
continuing military attacks
in the country. 

The suggestion for
ASEAN to bring Myanmar
back into its fold was “noted,”
the report said, hinting it did
not received full approval
from all the ministers. 
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Union MSME minister
Narayan Rane on Wed-
nesday urged the global

and domestic industries to con-
tinue to invest in India, which is
on its path to become the third
largest economy.

He made the remarks at
‘GIC 23 Intergovernmental
Connect’ organised by Inven-
tivepreneur Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI) in
association with the Ministry of
Micro, Small & Medium Enter-
prises (MSME) here.

“From 10 largest in 2014,
India today is 5th largest econ-
omy. Only Japan and Germany
are ahead of us. We will become
the 3rd largest by 2030 as envi-
sioned by our prime minister,”
he said addressing around 200
delegates from across the globe
at the event.

The minister further said
that immense business oppor-
tunities are available in various
sectors in India and promised

full support to investors looking
to invest in the country.

The country will see various
industrial parks across various
locations and the investors can
explore business opportunities
in this area, he said.

He also said the industry
must identify areas where
imports are happening and start
producing such products to
check inbound shipments.

ICCI Vice Chairman
Rishabh Malhotra said the for-

eign delegates included industry
professionals and diplomats
from countries like Spain,
Belarus, Mexico and Africa,
among others. The participants
are from various industries like
FMCG, automotive, logistics,
power, solar, and telecom.

As directed by the minister
“we will guide them (investors)
on various business-friendly
policies being offered by the gov-
ernment of India and that of var-
ious other countries.”
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In a major relief to cash-strapped
Go First, the National Company
Law Tribunal on Wednesday
admitted its plea for voluntary
insolvency resolution proceed-
ings and imposed a moratorium
on the airline’s financial obliga-
tions that bars lessors from tak-
ing back aircraft.

The tribunal’s ruling, which
was reserved on May 4, caps
more than a week of uncertain-
ty for the crisis-hit carrier, which
has more than 7,000 employees
on its rolls, and also comes
against the backdrop of lessors
moving to deregister at least 45
planes of the airline.

Besides, the Interim
Resolution Professional (IRP)
Abhilash Lal — who will be in
charge of the affairs of the air-
line as the board has been sus-
pended — has been directed not
to retrench any employees.

Allowing the plea, a two-
member NCLT bench said there
is existence of unpaid debt and

default committed by Go First
above the limits under IBC. It
has placed on record the dem-
and notices issued by the cred-
itors, which is not even disput-
ed by its representing lessors.

Hence, it has no other
option but to admit the present
application “under Section 10 of
the Insolvency & Bankruptcy
Code (IBC)”, said the NCLT
bench headed by President
Justice Ramlingam Sudhakar.

“Accordingly, the application
of the corporate applicant (Go
First) admitted,” said a 41-page
NCLT order.

With liabilities worth
�11,463 crore, the airline has
sought voluntary insolvency
resolution proceedings as well as
an interim moratorium on its
financial obligations under sec-
tion 10 of IBC, which allows a
company to approach NCLT for
initiation of insolvency after
default.

NCLT has also provided
protection to the debt-ridden
carrier by declaring a moratori-
um as per the provisions of IBC.

Following this moratorium,
Go First is now protected from
any suits or continuation of
pending suits or proceedings
against it, including the execu-
tion of any judgment, decree or
order in any court of law, tri-
bunal, or arbitration panel till the
completion of the insolvency
proceedings.

Moreover, it has also res-
trained on transfer, encum-
brance, alienating, or disposing
of its assets and any action to
foreclose, recover or enforce
any security interest created by
it in respect of its property.

The insolvency tribunal has
appointed Abhilash Lal as
Interim Resolution Professional
(IRP) as suggested by Go First
and “directed to take charge of
the CIRP of the corporate debtor
with immediate effect”.

“The IRP will ensure to take

all necessary steps including
the execution of the arbitral
award to keep the corporate
debtor as a going concern and
run its services smoothly,” it said.

Besides, NCLT also direct-
ed IRP to ensure that retrench-
ment of employees is not resort-
ed to as a matter of course.

“In any event, any such
decision/event should be
brought to the attention of this
adjudicating authority,” it said.

NCLT further ordered the
suspended board of directors
and ex-management of Go First
to “extend all necessary support
and cooperation to the IRP and
his team in keeping Go First ‘a
going concern’ and running its
operations/services smoothly”.

It also directed the sus-
pended management “to deposit
�5 crore with the IRP to meet
the immediate expenses”.
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Industry body PHDCCI has
urged capital market regulator

Sebi to provide an early and easy
process for small firms that
wish to delist shares from
Calcutta Stock Exchange.

In a representation to Sebi
earlier this month, the chamber
has recommended a “single
window system” or “one-time
settlement scheme” for small
companies wishing to regularize
their functionality on CSE. 

The chamber argued that
smaller companies may not
have the financial resources to
comply with certain regulations
and may face greater challenges
in meeting regulatory require-
ments.

An “amnesty scheme” or
“minimum penalty” or “waiver”
could help alleviate some of
these challenges and encourage
more companies to comply with
regulations and also for the
sake of the interest of share-
holders, leading to erosion of
capital of the small companies,
PHDCCI said. 

The chamber claimed that
CSE is a non-trading exchange
but is collecting listing fees
every year from the companies
that were listed decades ago.

“The income of small com-
panies is very low and some of
them are facing losses. The CSE
has imposed huge penalties on

small companies for non-com-
pliance or delay in compliances,
which is eventually leading
towards erosion of the total
capital of the small company.
The delay of compliance and a
freeze on directors’ Dmat
accounts are the main causes of
companies wishing to delist
from CSE,” PHDCCI said. 

The chamber has high-
lighted that 32 companies have
been suspended by CSE recent-
ly.

Further delisting from CSE
requires a company to be active/
regular on the stock exchange
first and then only can apply for
delisting. Here the process is dif-
ficult for companies that have
been suspended by CSE or have
inactive accounts, it said. 

Since the exchange sus-
pended its own operations in
2013, there has been no trading
or any other operation being car-
ried out by the same, it said.
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Benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty
closed with gains in highly choppy trade

on Wednesday following buying towards the
end of the session in select oil, banking and
auto shares as investors awaited key US infla-
tion data for further cues. 

The 30-share BSE Sensex rose by
178.87 points or 0.29 per cent to settle at
61,940.20 as 22 of its components advanced
and eight declined. During the day, it hit a
high of 61,974.35 and a low of 61,572.93.

The broader NSE Nifty gained 49.15
points or 0.27 per cent to end at 18,315.10,
posting gains for a third day in a row.

Global markets largely traded in nega-
tive as investors turned cautious ahead of the
US inflation data for April which would pro-
vide some indication about the Federal
Reserve’s next course of action on the rate
front. 

Among the Sensex firms, IndusInd
Bank rose the most by 2.84 per cent. Power

Grid, Tata Motors, Bajaj Finance, NTPC,
HDFC Bank, Reliance Industries, Nestle and
Kotak Mahindra Bank were the major gain-
ers. 

Infosys fell the most by 0.59 per cent.
State Bank of India, Tata Steel, Hindustan
Unilever and Titan were among the laggards.

“The domestic market traded near the
flatline, oscillating between gains and loss-
es as investors refrained from taking a firm
direction due to the uncertainties sur-
rounding the US market,” said Vinod Nair,

Head of Research at Geojit Financial
Services. 

Globally, investors exercised caution in
anticipation of the US inflation data and a
meeting between US political leaders to dis-
cuss fiscal concerns. Oil prices edged lower
as industry data revealed a surprise surge in
US crude stock, indicating a potential
weakness in demand, Nair added. 

Markets consolidated for yet another
session and it was a muted session on the
sectoral front also, Ajit Mishra, VP -
Technical Research, Religare Broking Ltd,
said, adding that selective buying in realty,
energy and auto kept the traders busy.

In the broader market, the BSE midcap
gauge gained 0.34 per cent and smallcap
index climbed 0.33 per cent.

Among indices, realty jumped 0.96 per
cent, oil & gas climbed 0.79 per cent, auto
(0.73 per cent), energy (0.71 per cent) and
utilities (0.51 per cent).

Commodities, IT, telecommunication,
metal and teck were the laggards.
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The rupee consolidated in a
narrow range and settled for

the day higher by 6 paise at 82.00
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Wednesday, as
investors remained on the side-
lines ahead of the crucial US
inflation data.

Forex traders said signifi-
cant foreign fund inflows, a
firm trend in domestic equities

and easing crude oil prices also
supported the local unit.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 82.06 against the US
currency and finally closed at
82.00 (provisional), registering
a gain of 6 paise over its previ-
ous close.

During the session, the
rupee touched a high of 81.96
and a low of 82.09 against the
dollar.

On Tuesday, the rupee
closed at 82.06 against the US
currency.

Traders said investors were
cautious as they awaited inflation
data from the US expected later
in the day.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six currencies,
rose 0.07 per cent to 101.67.
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Seeking a strategy for e-com-
merce exports focus on

MSMEs to help them sell their
products to global markets, the
industry body FISME in a study
paper has said that e-commerce
export potential is in the range
of $200 to $300 billion by 2030.

The industry stakeholders
in an interactive session after the
release of the study paper called
for sensitisation of customs
department to the high value of
returns, about 30 per cent of the
total shipments, on products
sold through e-commerce plat-
forms.  

“The Foreign Trade Policy
(FTP) 2023 released end-March
2023 has laid special emphasis
on giving a fillip to e-commerce

exports and MSME exports.
The huge gap between these esti-
mates and the actual situation
requires concerted action on the
part of exporters, platform own-
ers and the Government. Over
90 per cent of e-commerce
exporters in India are MSMEs
(most of them micro and small
enterprises). Hence a strategy for
e-commerce exports must focus
on MSMEs,” said Anil Bhardwaj,
Secretary General, Federation of

Indian Micro and Small &
Medium Enterprises (FISME).

FISME and IKDHVAJ
Advisers LLP in their research
report called for policy steps
required to increase Business to
Consumer (B2C) e-commerce
exports from India. “E-com-
merce exporters and within
them particularly the MSMEs,
face two types of concerns,
those faced by conventional or
offline exporters and others

only by online exporters. E-com-
merce exports face a relatively
higher extent of returns of the
product sold. At present, returns
are in general treated as imports
(primarily because of problems
in identifying the returned prod-
uct as the originally exported
product) and thus subject to full
import duties. In many cases, the
logistics costs of bringing returns
back to India are very high and
the products are either sold at a
huge discount in the country
exported to or discarded,” added
Bhardwaj. He also stated that E-
commerce exporters also do
not know when their product
will be sold, or the discounts
needed for enabling sales.  This
often leads to problems in rec-
onciliation of the payments
received with the shipping bill of
exports, he stated.
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JSW Steel on Wednesday post-
ed a 7 per cent growth in

crude steel production on stand-
alone basis at 17.77 lakh tonne
(LT) in April 2023. The compa-
ny had produced 16.67 LT steel
during the same month last year,
JSW Steel said in a statement.

In April 2023, the company
said the production of its flat-
rolled products rose 16 per cent

to 13.92 LT from 12 LT a year
ago. However, its long-rolled
products output fell 9 per cent
to 3.21 LT from 3.54 LT in April
2022.

“Production of rolled long-
products is lower due to planned
capital shutdowns taken at
Salem and Vijayanagar plant
locations during April 2023,” it
said. JSW Steel is among top six
steel manufacturing companies
in India.
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Gold prices declined by �265
to �61,585 per 10 grams in

the national capital on
Wednesday amid a fall in inter-
national precious metal prices,
according to HDFC Securities.

The yellow metal had ended
at �61,850 per 10 grams in the
previous trade. Silver, however,
rose by �120 to �77,800 per kilo-
gramme.

“Spot gold prices in Delhi
traded at �61,585 per 10 grams,
down �265 per 10 grams,”
Saumil Gandhi, Senior Analyst
— Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said. 

In the overseas market, gold
was trading lower at $2,033 per
ounce and silver was up at
$25.88 per ounce. Gold price
traded lower in Asian trading
hours on Wednesday.
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Capital markets regulator Sebi
on Wednesday allowed

stock exchanges to extend direct
market access facility to foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) for
participation in Exchange
Traded Commodity Derivatives
(ETCDs).

The new provision would
come into force with immediate
effect, the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (Sebi)
said in a circular.

Direct Market Access
(DMA) facilitates the clients of
a broker to directly access the
exchange trading system
through the broker’s infrastruc-
ture to place orders without
manual intervention by the bro-
ker. Also, DMA provides certain
advantages to brokers such as
direct control over orders, faster
execution of orders, reduced risk
of errors associated with man-
ual order entry, maintaining
confidentiality, lower impact
costs for large orders and imple-
menting better hedging and
arbitrage strategies.

“Based on representations
received for enabling DMA
facility to FPIs in ETCDs and
deliberations by Commodity
Derivatives Advisory Com-
mittee (CDAC) of Sebi, it has
been decided to allow stock
exchanges to extend DMA facil-
ity to FPIs for participation in
ETCDs,” the regulator said.

This permission is subject to
certain conditions that require

brokers to follow procedure for
application for DMA, opera-
tional specifications, client
authorisation, and broker-client
agreement, risk management,
among others.

In September 2022, Sebi
allowed FPIs to participate in the
ETCDs in order to increase
depth and liquidity in the mar-
ket. To begin with, the regulator
permitted FPIs to participate in
cash settled non-agricultural
commodity derivative contracts
and indices comprising such
non-agricultural commodities.

The regulator had already
allowed institutional investors
such as Category III Alternative
Investment Funds (AIFs),
Portfolio Management Services
and Mutual Funds to participate
in the ETCD market. 

In a separate circular with
Sebi, all debenture trustee reg-
istered in FINNET 1.0 system of
Financial Intelligence Unit -
India (FIU-India) will have to
mandatorily enrolled in
FINNET 2.0 module.

FINNET 2.0 module is
aimed at providing quality finan-
cial intelligence for safeguarding
the financial system from the
abuses of money laundering, ter-
rorism financing, and other
economic offenses. 
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FMCG major Godrej Consumer Products
Ltd on Wednesday reported a 24.47 per

cent growth in its consolidated net profit to
�452.14 crore in the fourth quarter ended
March 31, 2023, led by volume growth. 

It had posted a net profit of �363.24
crore in the January-March quarter a year
ago, said Godrej Consumer Products Ltd
(GCPL) in a BSE filing. 

The revenue from the sale of products
of the Godrej group FMCG arm was up 9.6

per cent at �3,172.21 crore
during the quarter under
review as against �2,894.15
crore in the corresponding
period last fiscal. “4Q FY
2023 consolidated sales
grew by 10 per cent in INR led by volume
growth of 6 per cent,” said an earning state-
ment from GCPL. GCPL’s total expenses
were at �2,680.39 crore, up 5.73 per cent in
Q4/ FY23 as against �2,535.06 crore in the
corresponding quarter. Its total income in
the March quarter was at �3,258.07 crore,

up 10.83 per cent. 
“The performance was

broad-based with India
Branded business delivering
stellar volume growth of 13
per cent, led by double-digit

volume growth in both Home Care and
Personal Care,” said GCPL Managing
Director and CEO Sudhir Sitapati. GCPL’s
India revenue was up 11.47 per cent to
�1,822.92 crore in the fourth quarter of FY23
as against �1,635.34 crore of the corre-
sponding quarter.
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HDFC Bank on Wednesday
said markets regulator Sec-

urities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) has granted its final
approval for the proposed cha-
nge in control of HDFC AMC.

This approval will help pave
the way for the merger of HDFC
into HDFC Bank, expected to be
finalised by the third quarter of

the next financial year.
Sebi, through its letter dated

May 10, 2023 to HDFC Asset
Management Company Limi-
ted, a subsidiary of HDFC Ltd
and the investment manager of
HDFC AMC AIF II, has grant-
ed its final approval for the pro-
posed change in control of
HDFC AMC, the private sector
lender said in a stock exchange
filing.
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Engineering and construc-
tion giant Larsen & Toubro

(L&T) on Wednesday reported
a 10 per cent rise in its consol-
idated net profit to �3,987 crore
for the quarter ended in March
2023, helped by higher rev-
enues. 

The company had posted a
consolidated net profit of �3,621
crore in the year-ago period, the
infrastructure major said in a fil-
ing to BSE.

The consolidated revenue of
the company during January-
March 2023 increased to
�58,335 crore from �52,851
crore in the year-ago period, a
rise of 10 per cent.

Its total expenses also surged
11 per cent to �51,502 crore
against �46,334 crore in January-
March FY22.

The Board of Directors has
recommended a final dividend
of �24 per equity share, for the
approval of shareholders. The
company received orders worth
�230,528 crore at the group
level during the year ended
March 31, 2023, registering a
healthy y-o-y growth of 19%.
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Amid growing investors’
interest in passive funds,

some mutual fund houses have
curtailed the expense ratio on
Nifty 50 exchange traded funds
(ETFs), a move that will bring
down tracking error and lead to
higher returns for passive
investors. ICICI Prudential
Mutual Fund on Wednesday cut
down the expense ratio on its
Nifty 50 ETF scheme from 0.05
per cent to 0.0279 per cent, mak-
ing it the lowest total expense
ratio (TER) for a Nifty 50 ETF
among its peers.

In market parlance, the total
expense ratio or TER is the total
expenses charged by the scheme. 

This came after Nippon
India Mutual Fund last month
reduced the expense ratio on its
ETF Nifty 50 BeES to 0.037 per
cent. In addition, it cut down the
TER on its ETF S&P BSE Sensex
scheme too.
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Former England off-spinner Graeme
Swann feels the controversial bust-

up between Gautam Gambhir and Virat
Kohli is nothing compared to what he
has witnessed in the fiercely-contested
Ashes series, adding that the sport
would be "dull" without such incidents.

Kohli and Gambhir had a verbal
spat during Royal Challengers
Bangalore's away match against
Lucknow Super Giants on May 1.

The former Indian skipper was also
seen getting into an argument with
Afghan pacer Naveen-ul-Haq and Kyle
Mayers as the match grabbed attention
for all the wrong reasons.

"Let's face it, if there was never any
conflict in sport, it would be so dull.
Having played Ashes Test series
throughout my life, this is nothing com-
pared to that," Swann, an expert with
JioCinema, said in a virtual interaction.

Kohli and Gambhir, who is the LSG
team mentor, faced heavy sanctions and

were fined 100 per cent of their match
fees for breaching the IPL's Code of
Conduct.

Naveen was also charged with 50
per cent of his match fees.

Swann feels there's nothing wrong
with Kohli being ultra-aggressive, and
opined that he is 'Kohli' because of his
passion for the game.

"You should never try to dilute the
players so much that they do not wear
their hearts on their sleeves.

"One of the reasons Virat Kohli is
'Virat Kohli' is because he's so passion-
ate about his cricket. He's so in your face
when he's playing and he intimidates
a lot of players.

"Some may think he's going too far.
They are massive personalities, who
grew up and played together. Gautam
is never going to back down to Virat.

"If it spills over off the field and
there's swearing stuff then that's wrong.
As long as there are handshakes after
the game and has not created a bad
image on the screen, then I'm all for

their passion," he added.
MS Dhoni is still going strong and

the Englishman believes there is no rea-

son why this season should by the
World Cup-winning captain's swan-
song. It is widely perceived that the

ongoing IPL would be the last time
Dhoni would be seen in action.

"Every time he goes into bat, he's
smashing sixes. Why this will be his 'last
year' is beyond me. If he wants to keep
on playing, he can do whatever he likes.

"In my books, he is brilliant with
the gloves, brilliant with the bat and his
captaincy is still the best in the IPL. I
don't think it's his last year, I think he's
too big to go."

Asked about Kolkata Knight Riders
spinner Sunil Narine's listless show this
season, Swann said he's just having con-
fidence issues and the Trinidadian
should not be 'written off '.

"I just think he's bowling without
the confidence in himself. Sometimes
you get that little bit of luck when a bad
ball gets a wicket, and it feels right
again.

"I'm not writing him off. I will still
pick him in my team. When you have
(Varun) Chakravarthy and Suyash
(Sharma) bowling so well, they can hide
him (Narine) a little bit," Swann added.
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Australia captain Pat Cum-
mins admitted that he felt

"burnt out" a few years ago
because of playing non stop
cricket but he's now looking at
competing at the top level for at
least another five years.

Cummins returned home
from Australia's tour of India
earlier this year to be at the side
of his mother, who passed away
in March after a prolonged ill-
ness.

After making his Australia
debut during the tour of South
Africa in 2011, Cummins had to
spend as many as six years on
the sidelines recovering from
injuries and it was only after
2017 that he became a regular
member of the national side.

"Cricket's basically 12 mon-
ths of the year, there's always a
cricket game going on some-

where, and I played non-stop for
a year or two," the 30-year-old
Cummins told 'WeAre8's: Get
Real with Rio' as reported by
Australian Associated Press.

"This is about four or five
years ago, (when) I kind of just
came back from injuries. And I
was just spent, like burnout
and I just remember thinking
'geez I'm 25 here but I want to
do this until I'm 35' I've got to
find a way to balance all these
different things,” he said in a
conversation with former
England football player Rio
Ferdinand.
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni
punished Khaleel Ah-
med and then marshal-

led his bowling resources to per-
fection as Chennai Super Kings
comprehensively beat Delhi
Capitals by 27 runs to take a
giant stride towards IPL play-off,
here on Wednesday. The talis-
manic skipper's couple of mon-
strous sixes in his 9-ball-20 did
help CSK get to 167 for 8,
which was at least 20 runs
above-par on a tacky Chepauk
track.

The total was just what
Dhoni needed to marshall his
bowlers as Delhi Capitals were
never in hunt after their batting
mainstays David Warner (0),
Phil Salt (17) and Mitch Marsh
(5) were out by the start of the
fourth over.

In the end, DC managed
only 140 for 8 and their strug-
gles were real as not even 10
fours were hit in the entire
innings. The DC batters man-
aged only seven boundaries and
four over-boundaries. The win
took CSK to 15 points and one
win from two remaining games
will certainly seal their place in
the last four. As far as DC's cam-
paign is concerned, it is almost
curtains with 8 points from 11
games with seven defeats.

Before one points fingers at
head coach Ricky Ponting and
Director of Cricket Sourav
Ganguly, there would some of
the talent scouts, who should be
held accountable for presenting
the team with options who are
incapable of being x-factors

even at the domestic level.
A former India player's son,

who is one of the talent scouts,
will have a lot of answering to do.

The Indian batters like
Manish Pandey, Ripal Patel,
Lalit Yadav or Aman Khan
aren't good enough to ace easy
chases on their own leave alone
getting better of tough targets
like this one on the day.

The two veterans Ravindra
Jadeja (1/19 in 4 overs) and
Moeen Ali (0/16 in 4 overs)
tightened the noose around the
DC batters in the middle overs
when Pandey and Rillee
Rossouw added 59 at less than
run-a-ball. Pandey, especially
after running Marsh out could
have done better but in his 16
seasons of IPL, he hasn't even
won 10 games for all the fran-
chises that he played.

Matheesha Pathirana (3/37
in 4 overs) nailed his yorker per-
fectly to send the former India
player packing.

Earlier Capitals bowlers
came to the fore, keeping the
Super Kings batters on the leash
on a sluggish pitch before Dhoni
and Ravindra Jadeja (21 off 16
balls) put pressure on DC
bowlers at the back-end.

None of the CSK batters
could go on and get a substan-
tial score with Shivam Dube (25)
being the highest score. There
were 20s by Ruturaj Gaikwad
(24), Ambati Rayudu (23) and
Ajinkya Rahane (21).

Electing to bat after skipper
Dhoni won the toss, the home
team was pegged back by some
fine bowling by the Capitals
bowlers, especially left-arm spin-

ner Axar Patel (2/27). Mitchell
Marsh (3/18 ) was the best
bowler while Kuldeep Yadav
(1/28) and Lalit Yadav (1/34)
were the other wicket-takers.

The big-hitting Dube
smacked the first six of the
innings, hoisting Axar Patel
into the stands in the 11th over.
He hit two more before a pull of
Mitchell Marsh landed in the
hands of skipper David Warner.

He made 25 (12 balls) and
helped increase the CSK scoring
rate which had been slowed
down due to some good bowl-
ing. The second over bowled by
Ishant Sharma yielded 16 runs
as Gaikwad hit three boundaries

In the third over, Conway
swished at a delivery from Kha-
leel and the bowler seemed to
think he heard a nick. However,
the Capitals didn't review it
and later the replays showed a
faint edge. Conway, however, did
not make much of the 'life' as he
was trapped LBW by Axar Patel
for 10. At the end of the power-
play, CSK were 49 for 1.
Gaikwad was dismissed trying
to up the pace, caught in the
deep as Axar Patel continued to
stymie the Super Kings.

Moeen Ali could not force
the pace and was sent back by
another spinner-Kuldeep Yadav-
caught in an attempt to reach out
and play a shot. There was no six
hit by the CSK batters in the first
10 overs as the Capitals bowlers
sought to put the squeeze on
run-scoring.

Ajinkya Rahane's innings
was cut short on 21 when Lalit
Yadav took a superb return
catch.
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Swashbuckling Mumbai
Indians batter Suryakumar

Yadav, who played a blinder of
an innings against Royal
Challengers Bangalore in the
Indian Premier League here,
says he knows his game all too
well and match situations are just
an extension of practice sessions
for him.

Suryakumar's stunning 35-
ball 83 and Nehal Wadhera's
unbeaten 52 handed Mumbai
Indians a comprehensive six-
wicket win over RCB here on
Tuesday.

Suryakumar struck seven
fours and six sixes during his
sensational effort while adding
140 runs for the third wicket in
only 66 balls with Wadhera as

MI chased down the target of
200 with 21 balls to spare.

"I said Nehal, let's hit it hard
and hit it into the gaps and run
hard. Your practice has to be the
same what you intend to do in
matches," said Suryakumar after
the win.

"I know where my runs
are. We have open net sessions.
I know my game. I don't do any-
thing different."

The 83 against RCB on
Tuesday was Suryakumar's high-
est IPL score. His previous best
of 82 came in the 2021 IPL sea-
son. It was also Suryakumar's
fourth half-century this IPL
season.

The 32-year-old middle-
order batter added that RCB
bowlers tried their best to pitch
deliveries in areas where he had

to work hard on hitting bound-
aries.

"Much needed (win) from
team's point of view. I am very
happy to win a home game like

this. I mean they (RCB) come up
with a plan. They tried to make
me hit to the bigger part (longer
boundaries). Take the pace off
and bowl slow," said
Suryakumar who is known for
his 360 degree hitting prowess.

Wadhera too was in awe of
his senior player's batting, say-
ing some of his cricketing shots
are hard to emulate.

"Surya bhai is a top-class
player and I also try to copy
some of his shots but I cannot.
While he was batting, I was talk-
ing to him and he was saying
'keep playing, keep playing' and
he was giving me confidence,"
said Wadhera.

"He told me, 'If both of us
bat till the 15th-16th over, we
can finish the game even early.'
And that's what we did. The pre-

vious game which I played
against CSK, I played a scoop.
Earlier I didn't play, after seeing
Surya bhai bat, I also learned
from him and I am very happy."

Promoted at No. 4, Wadhera
struck his second fifty of the IPL
season. The left-handed batter
struck four boundaries and
three sixes to make 52 not out
off 34 balls.

"It was fun batting up the
order, earlier I was batting down.
I got an opportunity to bat up
and I got back-to-back fifties.

"I am happy with my fifty
but I am more happy that my
team won and I hope we contin-
ue to do so. I have the confi-
dence within me that if I keep on
batting till the end, I can finish
the game for the team," he
added.
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Aresurgent Kolkata Knight
Riders will look for their

third victory in a row in their
fight for survival when they
face a struggling Rajasthan
Royals in the IPL here on
Thursday.

Facing must-win scenar-
ios, the two-time champions
showed tremendous resilience
to bounce back into reckoning
after their wins over Sunrisers
Hyderabad and Punjab Kings,
both in dramatic last-ball fin-
ishes. The wins have not only
boosted their sagging morale
but also taken the side to sixth
place from eighth on the points
table.

As things stand, four teams
including KKR and Rajasthan
Royals, are locked on 10 points
in a mid-table traffic rush for
the playoffs. RR may be ahead
on net run rate (NRR) but the
equation could change quick-
ly if KKR continue their win-
ning run, as a victory for
either side will take them into
the top-four.

While KKR are high on
confidence after two thrilling
wins, the Royals — last season's
runners-up — would be at
their lowest ebb after three
defeats. The Royals had post-
ed 200-plus totals but were
done in by some baffling
strategies in two of their three
losses, which has led to a
must-win scenario for them as
well.

In terms of key battles and
team strategies, KKR would
once again rely on Varun
Chakravarthy, who has been
the central character in both
their previous wins.

Having defended nine
runs in the last over against
SRH, Chakravarthy's 3/26
made all the difference against

Punjab Kings.
At a time their seasoned

slow bowler Sunil Narine is
finding it difficult to get wick-
ets, Chakravarthy has emerged
as KKR's spin spearhead with
17 wickets so far this season.

While KKR's think-tank
refuses to give up on Narine
who has just one wicket in the
last eight matches, it's
Chakravarthy's four overs
which would again be crucial.

With the KKR team man-
agement not bowling World
Test Championship final-
bound Shardul Thakur against
PBKS, the pace department
looked woefully short on expe-
rience.

Had it not been for the
heroics of Rinku Singh and
Andre Russell, the seam duo of
Vaibhav Arora and Harshit
Rana had almost lost the match
after leaking 36 runs in the last
two overs against PBKS.

It remains to be seen if
KKR utilise the services of a
"fit-again" Shardul in the
crunch match. Against a bat-
ter-heavy Royals with the likes
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Jos Buttler
and Sanju Samson in fine
form, KKR would hope their
bowlers get their act together.

While KKR need to plug
the gaps in the pace bowling
department, the Royals must
take a fresh look at their bowl-
ing strategy.

While skipper Nitish Rana
has been the backbone of their
batting, Rinku's emergence as
a finisher is coming off well for
the team. From the Royals' per-
spective, the trio of Rana,
Rinku and Russell would be
their main threats. Their bat-
tle against the Royals' spin-
bowling stalwarts Ravichan-
dran Ashwin and Yuzvendra
Chahal in the middle overs
could prove to be decisive.
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Royal Challengers Bangalore batting
coach Sanjay Bangar has backed India

and Mumbai Indians captain Rohit Sharma
to come out of his current poor run of form
ahead of the World Test Championship final
next month.

Rohit was dismissed for a mere seven
— his fifth single-digit score on the trot in
this IPL — against RCB but MI had no trou-
ble in chasing down the target of 200 with
21 balls to spare for a six-wicket win here
on Tuesday.

Rohit has been enduring a second con-
secutive poor IPL season with the bat, as his
average plummeted to 17.36 with just 191
runs to show from 11 matches so far.

The world No. 1 India will face Australia
in the WTC final at The Oval in London
from June 7-11.

"He (Rohit) has been playing for such
a long period of time and captaining in all
formats for India and the franchisee as well,
it does take an emotional toll. It is mental-

ly taxing as well," Bangar told reporters at
the post-match conference when asked
about Rohit's woeful run of form.

"But he knows it, he has done it for such
a long time. For the sake of Mumbai
Indians and for the sake of Indian cricket,
we just hope that he returns to his run-scor-
ing normal routine.

"It is very important for us (India) that
he fires and does really well in the World Test
Championship final.”

Bangar, however, said he has not much
input to give on Rohit's form because the
only games he had seen were in the context
of how the IPL has gone and how he has
been dismissed.

"The time and energy a captain has to
spend towards planning and strategy for a
team in a tough tournament like the IPL
might also have a little bit of an effect on
Rohit's batting form.

"In a tournament like IPL, the energies
that a captain has to spend towards planning
and strategy also may have a little bit of an
effect."
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Senior India batter KL Rahul
has undergone a successful

surgery on his injured right
thigh and is looking forward to
a return to the national side as
quickly as possible.

The 31-year-old suffered
the thigh injury while fielding
for Indian Premier League his
side Lucknow Super Giants
against Royal Challengers
Bangalore earlier this month. He
was subsequently ruled out of
the lucrative T20 tournament
and next month's World Test
Championship (WTC) final
against Australia in England.

"Hi everyone, I just got
done with my surgery. It was
successful," Rahul wrote on his
social media handles.

"A big thank you to the doc-
tors and medical staff for mak-
ing sure I was comfortable and
everything went smoothly," the
LSG skipper added.

Rahul, who was replaced by
Ishan Kishan in the Indian
squad for the WTC final sched-
uled at The Oval from June 7-
12, added he was "determined"
to return to the field.

"I am officially on the road
to recovery now. I am deter-
mined to get back to my best
and get back on the field.
Onwards and upwards," he said.

Rahul, an all-format player,
will target a return to the nation-
al setup in time for the Asia Cup
and the ODI World Cup in India
later this year.
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Former Australia coach
Darren Lehmann has

expressed serious reserva-
tions over his country not
playing tour matches ahead
of the World Test Cham-
pionship final against India
and the gruelling Ashes,
saying the decision was
fraught with risks.

Australia did not also
play a single tour game in
India ahead of the Border-
Gavaskar series in
February-March, primari-
ly because their board felt that playing practice
games on green tops and actual matches on spin-
ning tracks did not serve any purpose.

However, Lehmann felt that not playing tour
games in foreign conditions is a risky proposition.

"You need games to acclimatise first and fore-
most," Lehmann, who served as Australia coach
from 2013 to 2018, told 'SEN Radio'.

"To get used to the ball and wickets and pres-

sure. No tour game is not
a good idea. I hope it works
but if it doesn't, 'who made
that decision' will be asked.
I think we win the Ashes
anyway 3-1 but if we don't,
wow," the former Australia
player added.

The World Test Cham-
pionship final between
India and Australia will be
played at The Oval in
London from June 7-12.
There is a provision for a
reserve day.

Four days after the
WTC final, the first Ashes

Test will be played at Edgbaston from June 16.
Traditionally, teams touring England play

county sides but of late, tour matches are being
given a short shrift as cricket schedules around
the world get tighter due to the proliferation of
T20 leagues. Australia played an internal two-day
game before the first Test in 2019, while in 2015
and 2013, the touring side played two four-day
games ahead of the Ashes.
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