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Hailing the 1998 nuclear
tests on May 11 in Pokhran

during the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
regime, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
said it was one of the most glo-
rious days in India’s history.  He
also asserted that technology for
the country is not about show-
ing its dominance but a tool to
speed up its development. On
this occasion, the Prime
Minister laid the foundation
stone and dedicated to the

nation multiple projects relat-
ed to scientific and technolog-
ical advancement in the coun-
try worth more than Rs 5,800
crore. He also released a com-
memorative stamp and coin to
mark the 25th National
Technology Day. “I can never
forget the day when Atal ji
made the announcement of
India’s successful nuclear test-
ing,” the Prime Minister

remarked. He stated that the
Pokhran nuclear test not only
helped India prove its scientif-
ic capabilities but also gave a
boost to the global stature of the
nation. 

“In Atal ji’s words”, the Prime
Minister said, “We have

never stopped on our journey
and never surrendered to any
challenge that has come our
way.” He inaugurated the pro-

gramme marking National
Technology Day 2023 at Pragati
Maidan here.  The programme
also marked the commence-
ment of the celebration of the
25th year of National
Technology Day being held
from May 11-14. Minister of
Science and Technology
Jitendra Singh and top scientists
were present on the occasion.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, who was present on the
occasion, said the nuclear tests
sent a message to the world that
India may be a peace-loving
nation but will not tolerate any
step taken against its self-
respect. 

Addressing the event on the
National Technology Day,
which marks the anniversary of
Pokhran tests, Modi said his
Government has used tech-
nology as a source of empow-
erment and to ensure social jus-
tice.   Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday held the

Maharashtra Governor was
not justified in calling upon
then Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray to prove majority in
the Assembly on June 30 last
year but refused to order status
quo ante, saying he resigned
before the floor test. 

However, the unanimous
judgment by the five-judge
Constitution Bench said since
Thackeray had resigned with-
out facing the floor test, the
Governor was justified in invit-
ing Eknath Shinde to form the
Government at the behest of
the BJP which was the largest
political party in the House.  

The Constitution Bench
headed by the Chief Justice of
India, DY Chandrachud held
that House Speaker’s decision
to appoint Bharat Gogawale of
the Shinde faction as the whip
of the Shiv Sena was “illegal”. 

The top court also referred
the 2016 Nabam Rebia verdict
by a five-judge Constitution
Bench, which relates to the
power of Speaker on disquali-
fication of MLAs, to a larger
Bench of seven judges. The
Bench which also comprised

Justices MR Shah, Krishna
Murari, Hima Kohli and PS
Narasimha, also pulled up for-
mer Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari and
said he did not have reasons
based on objective material
before him to arrive at the con-
clusion that then Chief
Minister Thackeray had lost the
confidence of House.
“However, the status quo ante
can’t be restored because
Thackeray did not face floor

test and tendered his resigna-
tion. The Governor was, there-
fore, justified in inviting Shinde
to form the Government at the
behest of the BJP which was the
largest political party in the
house,” it said. The Judgment
added that Governor ought to
apply his mind to communi-
cation (or any other material)
before him to assess whether a
Government has lost the con-
fidence of the House.

Continued on Page 2
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In a major win for the AAP
Government, the Supreme

Court on Thursday in a unan-
imous verdict ruled that the
Delhi Government has legisla-
tive and executive powers over
administration of services
except for public order, police
and land.  The Supreme Court
ruled that the Lieutenant
Governor is bound by the aid
and advice of the Council of
Ministers of National Capital
Territory of Delhi in matters
within the legislative scope of
the national Capital.

A five-judge constitution
bench, headed by Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud said the L-G
cannot have administrative
supervision over all issues relat-
ing to Union Territory of Delhi
and the term “administration”
cannot be understood as the
entire administration of the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(GNCTD), otherwise, the pur-
pose of giving powers to a
constitutionally recognised,
democratically elected
Government would be diluted.

Asserting that an elected
Government needs to have
control over the administration,
the bench said the Union
Territory of Delhi has “sui
generis (unique) character” and
refused to agree with the 2019
judgement of Justice Ashok
Bhushan that the Delhi
Government has no power over
the issue of services. The con-
stitution bench tackled the
question of who has adminis-
trative control over transfers
and postings of bureaucrats in
the Capital. “The NCTD, hav-

ing a sui generis federal model,
must be allowed to function in
the domain charted for it by the
Constitution. The Union and
NCTD share a unique federal
relationship. 

It does not mean that
NCTD is subsumed in the unit
of the Union merely because it
is not a ‘State’,” the Supreme
Court ruled in a 105-page
judgement. 

The bench - also compris-
ing Justices MR Shah, Krishna
Murari, Hima Kohli, and PS
Narasimha - said the executive
power of NCTD is co-extensive
with its legislative power, that is,
it shall extend to all matters
with respect to which it has the
power to legislate. The bench
said, “NCTD has legislative
and executive power over
‘Services’, that is, Entry 41 of List
II of the Seventh Schedule
because: (I) The definition of
State under Section 3(58) of the
General Clauses Act 1897
applies to the term ‘State’ in Part
XIV of the Constitution. Thus,

Part XIV is applicable to Union
territories; and (II) The exercise
of rule-making power under
the proviso to Article 309 does
not oust the legislative power of
appropriate authority to make
laws over Entry 41 of State List.”

Continued on Page2
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After the Supreme Court
ruled in its favour in the

Shiv Sena crisis case but said
that it could not reinstate
Uddhav Thackeray as the Chief
Minister now as he resigned
from his post without facing
the floor test, a vindicated
Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) demanded that
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
and Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis resign from
their posts on moral grounds.

As Shinde and Fadnavis
dismissed the Opposition’s
demand for their resignation by
saying that the Supreme Court
had declared that their
Government was “legal and
Constitutional”, Maharashtra’s
former Chief Minister and
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray led the Opposition
in demanding that the current
Chief Minister and his deputy
step down from their positions
on “moral grounds” as
Thackeray had done so in the
past. 

Given that the apex court
has asked him to decide on the
disqualification of 16 Shinde
MLAs, the spotlight has turned
onto current Speaker Rahul
Narvekar. Continued on Page2

(See edit: Need to talk)
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New Delhi: Opposition parties
on Thursday described the
Supreme Court’s verdict on the
Maharashtra political row as a
victory for the State and the
Constitution. Welcoming the
Supreme Court judgment on
Maharashtra, the Congress said
it is “seminal and path-breaking”.
The party said the BJP had lost
legally, morally, politically and
ethically.NCP president Sharad
Pawar said the BJP and morali-
ty are contradictory to each
other and asserted the SC verdict

will help the MVA convince
people about BJP’s “misuse” of
authority. Pawar declined to say
more on the SC observation
that Thackeray had resigned on
his own. “Let bygones be
bygones. From here, Congress,
Shiv Sena (UBT) and the NCP
will work together and face the
elections.” “The BJP’s strategy is
to break smaller parties and
form the Government if they
cannot win on their own. This is
not good for democracy,” said
Pawar.      Contd on Page 2

Staff Reporter: Hours after the
Supreme Court verdict on
Centre-Delhi services matter, the
Arvind Kejriwal Government
on Thursday removed the Delhi
Government’s secretary (ser-
vices) Ashish More from his
post. 

Former Delhi Jal Board CEO
AK Singh, a 1995-batch
(AGMUT cadre) IAS officer, will
replace More. 

Continued on Page 2
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Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar and JD (U)

President Nitish Kumar said
here Thursday that he would be
more than delighted if NCP
chief Sharad Pawar became
the main face of the grand
Opposition alliance to take on
the ruling BJP in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls.

On a day when Nitish--
accompanied by his deputy
and Rashtriya Janata Dal
founder Lalu Prasad Yadav’s
son Tejashwi Yadav – called on
the NCP chief and
Maharashtra’s former Chief
Minister and Shiv Sena (UBT)
president Uddhav Thackeray,
Nitish threw his weight behind
Pawar over the choice of the
Opposition’s grand alliance’s
face for the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls. Queried if he saw the
Opposition alliance’s face in

Pawar, Nitish said: “There will
be nothing more delightful
than that. I have told him that
he has to work with more
vigour not only for his party
but for the entire country.”

However, Pawar refrained
from saying anything on
Nitish’s remark. “We have to
work together.... face will be
decided later,” he said. “To
save democracy, it is important
for us to work together. After
looking at the state of affairs in
the country, it seems that if we
work together, we will be
looked upon as the credible
alternative to the BJP,” Pawar
said. “In the polls held in

Karnataka yesterday, I have
strong reason to believe that
people there will oust BJP and
elect a secular Government,”
Pawar said.

After his meeting with
Uddhav, Nitish said: “Our pur-
pose is to ensure that more and
more parties come together
(against the BJP) in the inter-
est of the country.” Earlier,
showing keen interest taken by
Nitish to forge a grand alliance
of all non-BJP parties across the
country, Uddhav had said:
“Democracy is being mur-
dered in the country. We
should not allow that to hap-
pen”. Continued on Page2
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The Biju Janata Dal (BJD) will
go solo in next year’s Lok
Sabha polls as it has always
done, Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik said on
Thursday, days after JD(U)
leader Nitish Kumar met him
amid efforts to forge a united
Opposition. Patnaik, who met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
here earlier in the day to discuss
developmental issues related to
his State, reiterated the BJD’s
position of remaining equidis-
tant from both the Congress
and the BJP. He also described
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
visiting him in Bhubaneswar as
a “courtesy call”.

Patnaik has been at the
helm in Odisha since 2000
and his BJD is among some
regional parties that have main-
tained a neutral stand on issues
involving clashes between rul-
ing BJP and Opposition. 
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday reserved its ver-

dict on a batch of pleas seeking
legal validation for the same-
sex marriage. A five-judge
Constitution bench headed by
Chief Justice DY Chandrachud
reserved its judgment after a
10-day hearing in the matter.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices S K Kaul, SR Bhat,
Hima Kohli and PS Narasimha,
heard the rejoinder arguments
advanced by senior advocates,
including AM Singhvi, Raju
Ramachandran, KV
Viswanathan, Anand Grover
and Saurabh Kirpal, who rep-
resented the petitioners.

During the hearing on
Wednesday, the Centre told the
apex court that any
Constitutional declaration
made by it on pleas seeking
legal validation for same-sex
marriage may not be a “correct
course of action” as the court
will not be able to foresee,
envisage, comprehend and deal
with its fallout. Contd on Page2
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In a major relief for embattled
Imran Khan, Pakistan’s

Supreme Court on Thursday
declared the former Prime
Minister’s arrest “illegal” and
ordered his immediate release
after he was produced before a
Bench on its orders.

Khan, 70, was arrested on
Tuesday from the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) and an
accountability court
Wednesday handed him over
to the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) for eight days’
remand in connection with
the Al-Qadir Trust corruption
case. His arrest sparked wide-
spread protests across Pakistan,

prompting the Government to
deploy the army in the nation-
al capital as well as in Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan provinces. The vio-
lent protests left at least eight
people dead. 

On Thursday, a three-
member apex court Bench,
comprising Chief Justice Umar
Ata Bandial, Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar and
Justice Athar Minallah, ordered
his immediate release. The
Bench, while hearing the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf chair-

man’s plea against his arrest,
expressed anger at the way he
was taken into custody by
paramilitary Rangers and
ordered the NAB to produce
him before it. Khan, who was
ousted from power in April last
year, was brought to the court
amid heavy security. 

As he entered the court-
room, it was closed, and sub-
sequently, the Bench resumed
the hearing of the case. “It is
good to see you,” Chief Justice
Bandial told Khan.

Continued on Page2
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The political turmoil in
Rajasthan seems to get

murkier and heading towards
a decisive ‘end’ during the next
couple of days with the central
leadership convening a meet-
ing on Friday to discuss the
‘continuous gross indiscipline’
by former Deputy Chief

Minister Sachin Pilot who
embarked on his Statewide
‘Jan Sangharsh Yatra’ on
Thursday. AICC general sec-
retary incharge of Rajasthan,
Sukhwinder Singh Randhawa,
has called all the senior leaders

of the party including PCC
chief Dotsara from the desert
State for a meeting in Delhi and
further discussions with the
central leadership including
Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge. Continued on Page 2
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The AAP on Thursday
termed the Supreme

Court’s verdict on the Centre-
Delhi services row a “tight
slap” on the mission to topple
Governments through
“unconstitutional ways” while
the AAP convener and Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
terming the verdict a “victory
of democracy”.  The L-G will
have no power over the offi-
cers to stop the work of the
people of Delhi, the party
said.

Welcoming the verdict,
the AAP said in a tweet in
Hindi, “The elected
Government will have the
power of transfer-posting of
officers. Officers will work
only through the elected
Government.”  Delhi Minister
and State unit convener Gopal
Rai said at a Press conference,
“This is a tight slap on the
Modi Government and its
mission to topple elected
Governments through uncon-
stitutional methods. The Modi
Government had done the
work of usurping powers of
Delhi Government through
the L-G and the Ministry of
Home Affairs. Contd on Page2
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In the wake of widespread
protests by doctors over the

killing of a young doctor a day
ago, the Kerala government on
Thursday decided to issue an
ordinance to ensure the safety
of healthcare professionals in
hospitals.    

Doctors intensified their agi-
tations today, seeking justice

for Dr Vandana Das who was
stabbed to death at a govern-
ment hospital in Kollam district
by a man brought there by the
police in the wee hours of
Wednesday morning.
Following this, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan convened an
emergency high-level meeting
and decided to issue an ordi-
nance to amend the hospital

protection law. The ordinance
to amend the Kerala Healthcare
Service Persons and Healthcare
Service Institutions (Prevention
of Violence and Damage to
Property) Act, 2012 would be
introduced in the next cabinet
meeting, a statement issued by
the Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) said.

It was also decided that
police outposts would be set up
in all major hospitals in the
state, the statement said.
State Health Minister Veena
George, Chief Secretary V P Joy
along with the secretaries of
health, law, and medical edu-
cation, the state police chief,
ADGPs, and various other offi-
cials attended the meeting.
The government’s decision
came hours after the Kerala
High Court said that the inci-
dent that led to the killing of

the young medical profession-
al had been an outcome of “sys-
temic failure”. Dr Vandana Das,
a native of Kaduthuruthy area
of Kottayam district and the
only child of her parents, was
a house surgeon at Azeezia
Medical College Hospital, who
was working at the
Kottarakkara taluk hospital as
part of her training. She was
stabbed several times, and later
succumbed to her injuries.
Following the attack on her,
protests erupted in various
hospitals across the state, with
healthcare professionals, med-
ical interns, students and house
surgeons taking to the streets.

Taking up the matter ear-
lier in the day, the Kerala High
Court slammed the State
Government and the police for
failing to protect the young
doctor.
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Giving a new dimension to
the politics that will play

out in the coming days after the
Supreme Court’s verdict in the
Shiv Sena rebellion case, Sena
(UBT) spokesperson and MP
Sanjay Raut said here on
Thursday that if Sunil Prabhu
of the Uddhav Sena continued
as the party’s official whip,
then chief minister Eknath
Shinde and 15 other rebel Sena
MLAs will stand disqualified.

Talking to media persons
shortly after the apex court pro-
nounced its ruling in the Shiv
Sena crisis case, Raut said: “As
observed by the Supreme
Court, if Sunil Prabhu of the
Uddhav Sena remains the offi-
cial whip, then as per its obser-
vation, 16 rebel MLAs, includ-
ing Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, will stand disquali-
fied”. It may be recalled that on
July 4, 2022, the Maharashtra

Legislature Secretariat can-
celled the appointments of
Sunil Prabhu as the Shiv Sena’s
Chief Whip Sunil Prabhu. 

In Prabhu’s place, the
Legislature Secretariat had
accorded recognition to the
Sena rebel leader – now Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde, as
the SSLP and the rebel group’s
nominee Bharat Gogawale as
the Chief Whip. On their part,
Prabhu and Gogawale had
issue d separate whips to the
Sena MLAs participating in the
confidence vote sought by the
then chief minister Eknath
Shinde  

Following the rebellion in
the Sena which erupted on June
20, 2022 the  Uddhav
Thackeray-led Sena had
removed its then Shinde ash
the Shiv Sena Legislature party
leader and replaced him with
Ajay Chaudhary and also
named Sunil Prabhu as Chief
Whip of the party. 
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has

arrested hotelier Nitesh
Purohit and liquor business-
man Trilok Singh Dhillon
under PMLA in the ongoing
money laundering investiga-
tion in the ‘Liquor scam’ of
Chhattisgarh.

The ED conducted search-
es at various locations con-
nected to hawala operators
and entities on Tuesday where
proceeds of crime were sus-
pected to be parked. During
the search, movable properties
worth Rs 28 crore suspected to
be PoC have been unearthed
and seized, the ED said in a
statement.

The ED is conducting
investigation in the liquor
scam between 2019 to 2022 in
which money was illegally
generated and siphoned off in
various corrupt ways like com-
mission from distillers, sale of
country liquor and bribes from

liquor licence holders, the ED
said. Bribe was collected from
the distillers per case basis of
liquor procured from the dis-
tillers by the CSMCL (State
body for purchase and sale of
liquor), the agency said.
Another modus operandi was
sale of unaccounted kacha off-
the-books country liquor. In
this case, not even one ruppee
reached the State exchequer,
and all the sale proceeds were
pocketed by the Syndicate.
The illegal liquor was sold
from State-run shops only, the
agency said.

“Bribes were taken from
distillers to allow them to
make a cartel and have fixed
market share. This cartel was
the exclusive supplier for the
state of Chhattisgarh.
Commission were also taken
from FL-10A License Holders
who were introduced to earn
kickback/ illegal gratification
from them in foreign liquor
segment also,” the ED said in
a statement.

From Page 1
In his first reaction,

Narvekar said: “The apex court
has said that the Speaker will
decide on the disqualification
of 16 MLAs. Earlier, there was
no clarity whether a political
party or legislature party can
decide on the Whip. Now that
the honourable Supreme Court
has given a clear interpretation,
I will accordingly decide”.

Earlier, interacting with
media persons, Uddhav upped
the ante over the resignations
of Shinde and Fadnavis. “I had
resigned from my post as the
Chief Minister as I did not want
to face floor test in the presence
of traitors. If I put in my papers
it was because of my family val-
ues and upbringing. Along the
lines of what I did then, the
current Chief Minister and

Deputy Chief Minister should
put in their papers forthwith on
moral grounds,” he said.
Alluding to the strictures
passed by the apex court
against then Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshiyari that led to the
fall of his Government, Uddhav
said: “The Supreme Court has
said that the manner in which
the then Governor conducted
himself was wrong.  

The system of having a
Governor is good, but going by
the questionable way Koshyari
discharged his constitutional
obligations, a question has
arisen whether there should be
a Governor. We should now
take this issue to SC as well”.

Uddhav said that the Shiv
Sena (UBT) would take up the
matter with current Assembly
Speaker Rahul Narvekar to

give his ruling on his party’s
plea for disqualification of 16
“rebel” Shiv Sena MLAs
belonging to the Shinde camp.

NCP chief Sharad Pawar
said that the Supreme Court
had strongly disapproved of the
Governor’s conduct during the
political crisis witnessed in
June last year. “Still more rul-
ings are expected from the
apex court... If anything, the
apex court has expressed severe
disapproval over the rulers’
conduct. 

The court has passed stric-
tures against the Governor.
The court has also made it clear
that the people in the consti-
tutional offices should conduct
themselves in an impartial
manner. Since Koshyari is not
the Governor now, it does not
make sense to talk about him”.

From Page 1
“We use the term ‘opinion’ to mean satisfaction based on

objective criteria as to whether he possessed relevant material,
and not to mean the subjective satisfaction of the Governor. Once
a Government is democratically elected in accordance with law,
there is a presumption that it enjoys the confidence of the House.
There must exist, some objective material to dislodge this pre-
sumption,” the court said. 

It added that the MLAs did not express their desire to with-
draw support from the MVA Government in the resolution dated
June 21, 2022 and even if it is assumed that they had implied
that they intended to exit from the Government, they only con-
stituted a faction of the Shiv Sena Legislature Party (SSLP) and
were, at the most, indicating their dissatisfaction with the course
of action adopted by their party. 

“The political imbroglio in Maharashtra arose as a result of
party differences within the Shiv Sena. However, the floor test
cannot be used as a medium to resolve internal party disputes
or intra-party disputes,” the Bench said. It added that “dissent
and disagreement” within a political party must be resolved in
accordance with the remedies prescribed under the party con-
stitution or through any other method that the party chooses to
opt for. “There is a marked difference between a party not sup-
porting a Government and individuals within a party express-
ing their discontent with their party leadership and function-
ing,” the court observed. 

It said neither the Constitution nor the laws enacted by
Parliament provide for a mechanism by which disputes among
the members of a particular political party can be settled. “They
certainly do not empower the Governor to enter the political arena
and play a role (however minute) either in inter-party disputes
or in intra-party disputes. It follows from this that the Governor
cannot act upon an inference that he has drawn that a section
of the Shiv Sena wished to withdraw its support to the
Government on the floor of the House. 

“The post of Chief Minister of the State of Maharashtra fell
vacant after the resignation of Mr Thackeray on June 29, 2022.
The leader (Devendra Fadnavis) of the party (BJP) that had
returned the highest number of candidates to the State Assembly
extended support on behalf of the party to Mr Shinde. 

Thus, the decision of the Governor dated June 30, 2022, invit-
ing Mr Shinde to form the Government was justified,” said the
141-page judgment authored by Chief Justice Chandrachud. 

From Page 1
The Congress said,

although the Supreme Court
had not restored the status quo
ante by not restoring the
Government of Udhav
Thackeray, it had clearly casti-
gated the actions of the then
Maharashtra Governor and the
Speaker of the Assembly.

“The unholy, undemocrat-

ic and ugly nature of the BJP’s
underbelly and back-belly has
been exposed”, senior Congress
spokesperson of Ahishekh
Manu Singhvi said at a Press
conference.

He pointed out that the
court had clearly directed the
Speaker to expeditiously dispose
of the petitions related to the
disqualification of the legislators

who had flouted the official
party whip. He asked, what are
the options left with the Speaker
if he does not delay, prevaricate
or circumvent the process, other
than disqualifying the legislators
who flouted the party whip.

Apprehending that the deci-
sion by the Speaker on the dis-
qualification petitions will be
delayed, he said, the only game

left to be played by those who
have no shame is the game of
delay.The Congress said that the
court had also held the
Governor’s action of calling the
floor test as illegal. “What else
is left there?” he asked, while
pointing out that the court had
clearly castigated the role of the
Governor and the Speaker in
the entire episode.

From Page 1
“Be it JAM trinity, CoWIN

portal or digital market for
farmers, our Government has
used technology as an agent of
inclusion”, he said, adding that
there is some technological
solution available at every stage
of life right from one’s birth.

Modi said his
Government’s thrust on science
and technology has ushered in
a big change and noted that
around 4,000 patents used to be
registered annually 10 years
ago but it is over 30,000 now.

Against 70,000 trademarks
being registered annually ear-
lier, the figure is now over 2.5
lakh while the number of incu-
bation centres has risen to 650
from 150 in 2014, he said. The
country is moving in every

direction which is needed to be
a tech leader, he said. Modi also
said his Government has
worked to make an inclusive
ecosystem to promote innova-
tion and cited India’s big jump
on the global innovation index.

He also laid the foundation
stone of Laser Interferometer
Gravitational Wave
Observatory India (LIGO-
India) and dedicated to the
nation a Rare Earth Permanent
Magnet Plant at the Bhabha
Atomic Research Centre cam-
pus at Visakhapatnam and a
Fission Moly-99 Production
Facility in Mumbai, which will
produce the radioisotope used
in more than 85 per cent of
imaging procedures for early
detection of cancer and heart
disease. 

From Page 1
After a brief hearing, the

court declared that Khan’s
arrest was “illegal” and of no
consequence and ordered that
he should be set free. The
court also directed him to go
to the IHC on Friday and seek
further legal recourse. “You
will have to accept whatever
the High Court decides,” the
top judge said.

Bandial also said that it is
every politician’s responsibil-
ity to ensure law and order.
During the hearing, Khan told
the court that he was “kid-
napped from the court” when
he was preparing for the bio-
metric attendance before filing
an appeal in a case.

Khan claimed he was sub-
jected to violence, saying he
had been beaten with clubs
and that such brutality was not
even inflicted on criminals.
When the chief justice asked
him to condemn violence by
protestors, Khan distanced
himself from the protests by
saying that he was in custody.
“I was caught as if I am a ter-
rorist,” he said.

From Page 1
Pilot began the 125-km

foot march from Ajmer to
Jaipur challenging Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot and
the party’s top brass as
Assembly elections in Rajasthan
approach. A month back, he
defied a warning from the
party to hold a daylong fast tar-
geting Gehlot on “inaction”
over alleged corruption when
the BJP was previously in
power.

The Congress appeared to
be siding with the Chief
Minister against whom Pilot
has launched a rebellion ever
since the Congress wrested
power from BJP in 2018
December. On the day when
Pilot got into his scheduled
yatra, the party shared a video
clip on social media platforms
of Gehlot acting on the
demands of a group of students
and called him a “jan jan ke
mukhyamantri (people’s Chief
Minister)”. In another tweet, the
Congress posted another clip of
Gehlot addressing people and
alleging that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi does not
respect the Opposition and

talks about a “Congress-mukt
India”. In a veiled attack on his
former deputy over his yatra,
Gehlot said that those who
create factions (“Thari-Mhari
karte hai”) can never become
successful and never be loyal to
the party.

The Congress has been
largely tight-lipped about Pilot’s
yatra, though the party’s media
department chairperson, Pawan
Khera, on Wednesday dis-
missed as a “joke” and “laugh-
able” Pilot’s remark. Last month,
Pilot had held a day-long fast,
flagging the “inaction” of the
Gehlot Government in alleged
cases of corruption when the
BJP ran the State.

Before starting the 125-
km-long five-day yatra on
Thursday, Pilot addressed a
public gathering on Jaipur
Highway in Ajmer and raised
the issue of question papers for
recruitment in different
Government posts being
leaked. The ‘Jan Sangharsh
Yatra’ posters, displayed on
some vehicles, had a picture of
Pilot as well as photos of  Sonia
Gandhi, Indira Gandhi and
Jawaharlal Nehru. 
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From Page 1
Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal hailed the verdict and
said the speed of work in the
national Capital will increase
manifold following the
Supreme Court verdict on
administration of services as
his hands were earlier tied and
also announced that the offi-
cers who “obstructed” the work
of the people will soon “face the
music”. 

The CM thanked the Chief
Justice of India DY
Chandrachud and the four
other judges on the bench for
this historic judgement that was
delivered earlier today.
Extending his gratitude to the
SC for delivering ‘justice’, he
tweeted that the decision will
help boost the national Capital’s
pace of development. He also
noted the victory of democra-
cy. He wrote, “Heartfelt thanks
to the Supreme Court for doing
justice to the people of Delhi.

With this decision, the pace of
development of Delhi will
increase manifold. Democracy
won.” Hours after the verdict,
Kejriwal went to the Delhi
Secretariat for the first time in
many months and met his
Cabinet colleagues.

Top Ministers in the
Government, including Kailash
Gahlot, Saurabh Bharadwaj,
Imran Hussain and Atishi, wel-
comed Kejriwal upon his
arrival with garlands, bouquets
and offered sweets amid a fes-
tive atmosphere on the premis-
es.Later addressing a Press
conference following a meeting
with his Cabinet colleagues at
the Delhi Secretariat, Kejriwal
said those officers who
obstructed the work of people
of Delhi will face the music in
the coming days.”My hands
were tied and I was thrown in
the water to swim. But we man-
aged to stay afloat. 

Despite all obstacles, we

From Page 1
“The Lieutenant Governor,

who represents the Centre in
Delhi, is bound by the elected
Government’s decision on ser-
vices, the bench ruled. The L-G
is also bound by the aid and
advice of the council of minis-
ters,” it said.

The question of the regula-
tion of services was a major part
of the overall dispute between
the elected Government in
Delhi and the L-G nominated
by the Centre. The legal battle
has been protracted, and the
verdict of the Supreme Court
will have far-reaching implica-
tions.

The verdict of the constitu-
tional bench of the Supreme
Court has put an end to the
eight-year-old dispute between
the Centre and the Delhi
Government triggered by a
2015 Home Ministry notifica-

tion asserting its control over
services, holding the National
Capital Territory administration
is unlike other Union Territories
and has been “accorded a ‘sui
generis’ (unique) status by the
Constitution. 

Against the backdrop of
frequent run-ins between the
AAP Government and the
Lieutenant Governor, the
Supreme Court asserted an
elected Government needs to
have control over bureaucrats,
failing which the principle of
collective responsibility will be
adversely affected.

The Arvind Kejriwal
Government has been alleging
that bureaucrats belonging to
All India Services and joint
UT cadres like DANICS (Delhi,
Andaman & Nicobar,
Lakshadweep, Daman and Diu
and Dadra and Nagar Haveli
(Civil Services) are not follow-

ing the administrative directions
of the elected Government. The
court held the executive power
of the Delhi Government is “co-
extensive with its legislative
power” and it also covers all
matters with respect to which it
has the power to legislate.

“We hold that references to
‘State Government” in relevant
Rules of All India Services or
Joint Cadre Services, of which
NCTD (National Capital
Territory Delhi ) is a part or
which are in relation to NCTD,
shall mean the Government of
NCTD,” the CJI, writing the
judgement for the bench said.

“The Legislative Assembly
of NCTD has competence over
entries in List II and List III
(state and concurrent list) except
for the expressly excluded
entries of List II (Public order,
police and land)...”, the Supreme
Court ruled.  

From Page 1
Prior to the verdict of the

court, the Services Department
was under the control of Delhi’s
Lieutenant Governor.
Assembly Speaker Ram Niwas
Goel also hinted that bureau-
crats not appearing before
House Committees will now
have to “fall in line” and assert-
ed that works stopped on the
Lieutenant Governor’s direc-
tions will be resumed.

Officials said the order to
remove More was not as per
the law and there are several
loopholes in the way the offi-
cer was removed. 

After the Supreme Court
verdict, the whole bureaucrat-
ic set-up is the most worried
and fearing a backlash of the
judgment. Since the Kejriwal
Government came to power,
there was a fight going on
between the L-G Secretariat
and the elected Government of
Delhi. Now, this judgment will
further intensify the tussle and
bureaucrats feel that now they
have to bear the brunt. 

Sources in the bureaucra-
cy said soon after the judgment,
their WhatsApp group was
abuzz with chats about its con-
sequences. Most of the bureau-
crats are of the view that after
this order, once the MHA will
place a bureaucrat with the
Delhi Government, then they
have to abide by the orders of
Delhi’s elected Government
only.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, in a Press conference,
said there will be a major
administrative reshuffle in the
Government, warning of action
against officers who “obstruct-
ed” public work. 

From Page 1
The bench had observed

that everyone was presuming
that the declaration would be
in the form of a writ. “We are
all presuming that the declara-
tion will be in the form of a writ
that grants this or grants that.
This is what we are accustomed
to. What I was hinting was that
as a Constitutional court, we
recognise only a state of affairs
and draw the limit there...,”
Justice Bhat had said.

The Centre had also told
the court that it had received
responses from seven States on
issue of same-sex marriage
and Governments of Rajasthan,
Andhra Pradesh and Assam
had opposed petitioners’ con-
tention seeking legal validation
for such wedlock.
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From Page 1

Uddhav and his son Aaditya and Shiv Sena Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Sanjay Raut welcomed Nitish when he arrived at “Matoshri”
for a luncheon meeting with the Sena (UBT) president.

It may be recalled that Nitish – who has taken the initiative
of bringing all the non-BJP parties under one platform to fight
the BJP in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls — earlier met Congress lead-
ers Malikarjun Kharge and Rahul Gandhi, West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, his
Odisha and Jharkhand counterparts Navin Patnaik and Hemant
Soren respectively, besides Sitaram Yechury, D Raja and others.
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The National Students Union
of India (NSUI) on

Thursday protested outside the
Delhi University’s PG men’s
hostel, demanding withdrawal
of a notice to Rahul Gandhi
over his last week visit to the
boarding facility.

Raising slogans, the NSUI
burnt an effigy of the hostel’s
provost, KP Singh, who had
sent the notice to the Congress
leader on Wednesday following
his “sudden” visit. 

The notice said that “such
conduct from a leader of a
national party who has Z-plus
security is beyond dignity”.

Rahul had visited the Post-
Graduate (PG) Men’s Hostel on
Friday, interacted with some
students and had lunch with
them.  

The students’ union
warned that if its demand is not
met, its members will take to

the streets.
“When ‘Mann Ki Baat’ and

other unwanted programmes
are forced on students then is
it not a matter of security and
even (former prime minister)
Atal Bihari Vajpayee was a fre-
quent visitor to meet and eat
with college students,” NSUI
president Kunal Sherawat said.
The ‘Mann Ki Baat’ is Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s
monthly radio broadcast pro-
gramme.

NSUI national secretary
Lokesh Chugh said that “any
outsider can visit the PG men’s
hostel to have lunch”.
“Moreover, Rahul ji is an alum-
na of the university and he was
called by the students of the
hostel. If the university does not
take its notice back, we will
have to take to the roads as the

university does not belong to
BJP and its machinery,” he
said.

The provost had said
Gandhi’s “unexpected entry”
into the premises along with
three vehicles violated the pre-
scribed rules of the hostel. In
the notice, the university offi-
cial had mentioned rule 15.13
of the Handbook of
Information and Rules of the
Hostel.
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The Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU)
students hailing from Northeast states

including those belonging to Meitei and
Kuki communities have joined hands to
help people displaced by the recent vio-
lence in Manipur.   The students under the
banner of North East Students’ Forum
(NESF) of the JNU are working round-the-
clock in a bid to help people from the State
by conducting donation drives on the cam-
pus.

The students, who believe “humanity
comes above everything”, have already sent
Rs 30,000 collected during the collection
drives in the past three days to relief camps,
the forum said.   “The NESF of JNU con-
ducted a donation drive to collect funds
to send to relief camps in Manipur for the
victims of the violence,” a PhD student
from Arunachal Pradesh, who is part of the
forum, said.

Violent clashes broke out in Manipur
after a ‘Tribal Solidarity March’ was organ-
ised in the 10 hill districts on May 3 to
protest against the Meitei community’s
demand for Scheduled Tribe status.  Since

May 4 itself, the NESF sprung into action
and hosted a meeting to figure out the ways
to help the displaced people.

A student belonging to the Meitei
community, who is pursuing PhD at the
varsity, is of the view that this is not the
time to blame anyone but to come forward
and help people.   “We cannot say who are
men and women behind the violence. We
don’t want to enter the blame game.
What now require is to restore peace there.
We can have our differences. Here are stu-
dents from different communities in
Manipur.

“Instead of referring to ourselves by the
name of communities, we refer to ourselves
as people of Manipur. We are working
together to collect fund. We don’t want to

divide us due to the name. As a student
community, we represent our state and
Northeast India,” said Yumkhams Santosh,
Convener of NESF, who is a Meitei from
Manipur.   The students set up small dona-
tion stations across the JNU with posters
taped on cardboard. The posters had pho-
tos of evacuation, relief camps and the UPI
bar code.

One of the posters read “The smallest
act of kindness is worth more than the
grandest intention”.   The students have
worked relentlessly for several days in a bid
to help the people stuck there.   At the sta-
tions, the students at regular intervals were
seen asking for donations using a mic.

One of the volunteers at one of the
donation stations said: “This is a donation
drive. We are gathered here for the peo-
ple of Manipur who are affected by the cur-
rent violence that happened in the state.
So we appeal to everybody to come for-
ward and donate for the cause.”  In the
recently conducted drive, students in the
university came forward and donated
money. In addition to the donation drive,
the students are holding meetings to dis-
cuss the matter of Manipur.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday handed a major

victory to Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal in his bitter
power tussle with the
Lieutenant Governor over who
will control the services depart-
ment. 

The question of the regu-
lation of services was a major
part of the overall dispute
between the elected govern-
ment in Delhi and the
Lieutenant Governor (LG)
nominated by the Centre. The
Kejriwal government has
repeatedly accused Vinai
Kumar Saxena of meddling in
the day-to-day affairs of the
Delhi government. The tussle
between Lieutenant Govenor
and the Kejriwal government
started soon after he assumed
the charge of the chief minister
of Delhi.  

The tussle between the
Arvind Kejriwal government
and Delhi Lieutenant Governor
over the division of authority in
the national capital took an ugly
turn in the past few months. 

Kejriwal described the LG
as a “headmaster” and said
that “even my teachers have not
checked my homework the
way the LG does. He keeps sit-
ting on files as though the
handwriting is not good, the
spellings are incorrect… .”

Frustrated with his gov-
ernment’s lack of control over
the civil services, Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal said in the
Assembly on January 17: “I am
an elected Chief Minister….
Who is LG? Where has he come
from? Why is he sitting on
Delhi government’s head?”

In his one of his tweet,
Kejriwal said,  “Delhi does not
need tyranny but the
Constitution and democracy.
Our struggle for people’s rights
will continue.” He led a protest
march against the Lieutenant
Governor’s alleged interference
in the government’s function-
ing. Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia also recently
stated that the LG was bypass-
ing the elected government by
issuing prosecution sanctions.

Recently, there have been a

few flashpoints. 
The AAP moved the

Supreme Court seeking timely
election of the mayor and the
deputy mayor for the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) as
well as a direction to restrain
the councillors nominated to
the House by the LG from vot-
ing.

Their strained relationship
led to frequent confrontations
between them over a range of
issues, including the excise pol-
icy, training of teachers in
Finland, free yoga classes,
mohalla clinics, transfer of
bureaucrats, sanctioning of
funds, control over the Anti-
Corruption Branch, and the
extension of power subsidy to

consumers.
The Lieutenant Governor

office also restricted the duties
of Jasmine Shah, former vice-
chairperson of a Delhi govern-
ment think tank, over allega-
tions of misusing his office for
political purposes.

The ties came to a head
when the LG recommended
that the CBI investigate the
irregularities in the formulation
and implementation of the
Delhi Excise Policy 2021-22,
leading to the arrest of former
deputy chief minister Manish
Sisodia and the summoning of
Kejriwal.

The Delhi government
accused the LG of delaying the
implementation of several
schemes, including ‘Red Light
On Gaadi Off ’, which aimed to
curb vehicular pollution, and
the extension of power subsidy.

The AAP alleged the non-
cooperation of the bureaucra-
cy at the behest of the LG
delayed several projects, includ-
ing those of the Delhi Jal Board
to augment water supply and
clean the Yamuna. 

It also alleged the LG
appointed a BJP councillor to
preside over mayoral polls,
bypassing the tradition of nom-
inating the senior-most coun-
cillor, and nominated 10 alder-
men with political links to the
BJP, giving them voting rights
in the mayoral polls, which is
prohibited under the Delhi
Municipal Corporation Act,
1957.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday ruled that the

Lieutenant Governor is bound
by the aid and advice of the
Council of Ministers of
National Capital Territory of
Delhi in matters within the leg-
islative scope of the national
capital.

A five-judge constitution
bench headed by Chief Justice
D Y Chandrachud said the
term “administration” with
regard to powers of the lieu-
tenant governor cannot be
understood as the entire
administration of Delhi.

Delineating the boundary
of powers of the LG, the bench,
which also comprised Justices
M R Shah, Krishna Murari,
Hima Kohli and P S
Narasimha, said he may act in
his discretion only in two class-
es of matters.

“Firstly, where the matter
deals with issues which are
beyond the powers of the
Legislative Assembly and where
the President has delegated
the powers and functions to the

Lieutenant Governor in rela-
tion to such matter; and sec-
ondly, matters which by law
require him to act in his dis-
cretion or where he is exercis-
ing judicial or quasi-judicial
functions,” the bench said.

The top court said execu-
tive administration by the lieu-
tenant governor, in his discre-
tion, can only extend to matters
which fall outside the purview
of the powers conferred on the
Legislative Assembly.  “The
term “administration” cannot
be understood as the entire
administration of GNCTD.
Otherwise, the purpose of giv-
ing powers to a constitutional-
ly recognised and democrati-
cally elected government would
be diluted,” the bench said.

“We reiterate that in light
of Article 239AA (which deals
with the special status of Delhi
as UT) and the 2018
Constitution Bench judgment,
the Lieutenant Governor is
bound by the aid and advice of
the Council of Ministers of
NCTD in relation to matters
within the legislative scope of
NCTD.
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Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva on

Thursday said the party
respects the Supreme Court
verdict that gave the AAP
Government legislative and
executive powers over the
administration of services, and
claimed that a transfer-posting
industry will come up in the
city. Citing the verdict, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal has
stated there would be large-
scale transfer of officers in the
Delhi Government now, the
BJP leader alleged.

“We respect the Supreme
Court verdict. Kejriwal has
obtained what he was desper-
ately looking for. He said  that
a transfer-posting industry will
come up in Delhi,” Sachdeva
said in a statement.

Officers in the Delhi gov-
ernment will now be given
postings based not on their
capabilities but on how obedi-
ent they are to the chief min-
ister, the BJP leader charged.
Sachdeva also claimed that
officers in the Delhi govern-
ment will now be pressured to
do the bidding of the Aam
Aadmi Party. This is the reason
why the ruling party in Delhi
is claiming the Supreme Court
verdict as its victory, he added.

Sachdeva also questioned
what the Kejriwal government
would do in matters of land,
police and public order, where
it had no say.

“I fear there could be inci-
dents of misbehavior with offi-
cers and they will be pressured
as the power will be in the
hands of the government,” the
BJP leader further claimed.
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The Supreme Court’s verdict
on the services matter has

triggered a flood of memes on
social media with several neti-
zens sharing posters, video
clips, and images from popu-
lar films like ‘Lagaan’ and
‘Nayak’ along with humour-
laced captions eliciting mirth
and chuckles.

An hour after the verdict,
the AAP’s Twitter handle
shared a video clip of a scene
from the climax of the 2001
Aamir Khan-starrer film
‘Lagaan’ wherein the main pro-
tagonist ‘Bhuvan’ takes a ragtag
team of natives to victory in a
cricket match against British
players.  “Finally, ‘hum jeet
gaye’,” the Kejriwal-led party
tweeted along with the clip,
echoing the line from the
movie.

The party also ran a hash-
tag ‘#KejriwalJeetGaya’ and
shared video snippets of his old
speeches.  In one clip, the chief
minister says in the Delhi
Assembly, “This country runs
through democracy and not
bureaucracy”.

A considerable number of
Twitter users churned out
memes based on the 2001 Anil
Kapoor-starrer ‘Nayak’ as they
drew parallels between Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and the central character of the
film Shivaji Rao Gaekwad who
takes on corrupt politicians
and bureaucrats after becoming
the CM for a day.  

Some users shared clips
from the movie and hailed
Kejriwal as a “real life ‘nayak’
(hero)”.

Twitter user
@Rahultahiliani9 shared a still
image from ‘Nayak’ with the
caption, “You are suspended...
Don’t come to work from
tomorrow #Kejriwal”, indicat-
ing that those causing hin-
drances for the AAP have been
put in their place.

By evening, ‘DelhiSarkar’
and ‘CJI DY Chandrachud’
and other related hashtags were
trending on Twitter with sev-
eral netizens sharing posters,
video clips, and images from
other

Twitter user @preetiagr123
shared a video showing a boy
grooving to a folk song, with
the caption, “Aapians today
Nonstop #KejriwalJeetGaya”.
Another Twitter user @ethi-
calsid shared a video clip from
the 2003 movie ‘Gangaajal’
wherein a senior cop repri-
mands a junior for dereliction
of duty.

The tweet captioned —
“Scenes from Delhi Secretariat”
— asserted that Kejriwal was
the in-charge of the national
capital.  Several others shared
posters hailing Kejriwal with
the slogan ‘Kejriwal Jeet Gaya’.

“Democracy won the con-
stitution won common man
won Delhi won truth won
Kejriwal has won!
# K e j r i w a l J e e t G a y a ,”
@PoeticShivam tweeted in
Hindi.
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AAP supporters danced to
dhol beats, burst firecrack-

ers and distributed sweets at the
party office and the Delhi sec-
retariat here on Thursday to cel-
ebrate the Supreme Court ruling
in favour of the city government
in a power tussle with the Centre. 

In a unanimous verdict, the
Supreme Court on Thursday
ruled that the Delhi government
has legislative and executive
powers over services except for
public order, police and land.

Welcoming the verdict, the
AAP said in a tweet in Hindi,
“The elected government will
have the power of transfer-post-
ing of officers. Officers will work
only through the elected gov-
ernment.”

The Lieutenant Governor
will have no power over the offi-
cers to stop the work of the peo-
ple of Delhi, it said. At the AAP
office on DDU Marg, workers
smeared each others’ faces with
‘gulaal’ and distributed ladoos.
Cabinet Ministers Gopal Rai,
Atishi and Saurabh Bharadwaj
also joined the celebrations after
addressing a press conference at

the party office.
A few metres from the party

office, AAP workers danced to
dhol beats and burst firecrackers
outside the Delhi Secretariat
ahead of a meeting of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal with
his Cabinet ministers.

AAP MLAs Kuldeep Kumar
and Somnath Bharti also shook
a leg. MLA Rituraj Jha was seen

playing the drum along with Adil
Ahmad Khan, chairman of one
of the Agriculture Produce
Marketing Committees.
Ministers Rai, Atishi and Imran
Hussain garlanded Kejriwal
when he reached the Delhi
Secretariat, while their Cabinet
colleague Kailash Gahlot fed
the chief minister sweets.

Asserting that an elected
government needs to have con-
trol over the administration, a
five-judge constitution bench,
headed by Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud, said the Union
Territory of Delhi has “sui gener-
is (unique) character” and
refused to agree with the 2019
judgement of Justice Ashok
Bhushan that the Delhi govern-
ment has no power over the issue
of services.
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More than 90 jail officials
here were transferred on

Thursday, days after gangster
Tillu Tajpuriya was killed inside
Tihar Jail allegedly by members
of a rival gang, officials said.  

Director General (Prisons)
Sanjay Beniwal ordered the
transfer of 99 officials includ-
ing assistant superintendents,
deputy superintendents, head
warders and warders, an offi-
cer said, adding more transfers

could take place in the next few
days, including from the jail
headquarters.

According to a senior offi-
cial, the Tajpuriya murder was
viewed seriously by the author-
ities which prompted a stream-
lining of things and also neces-
sitated the need for ground
level changes.

The step has been taken
with a view to send out a
strong message that laxity in
duties will not be tolerated, the
officer added.

CCTV footage showed
Tajpuriya was assaulted with
improvised weapons allegedly
by four members of the Gogi
gang inside the high-security

prison last week.
A footage that surfaced

days later purportedly showed
Tajpuriya being attacked in
front of security personnel as
well when they were carrying
him away after he was stabbed.

Meanwhile, the Delhi
Prisons Department will write
to the AAP government, seek-
ing an amendment to law to be
able to shift under-trial pris-
oners from city’s jails to other
states. 

They said this will allow
them to break the nexus among
prisoners and also help decon-
gest the jails. The prisons in
Delhi presently house 20,558
inmates against a sanctioned

capacity of 10,026 inmates.
“We are going to write to the
government to take up the
matter of amending the
Transfer of Prisoners Act with
competent authority to include
under-trial prisoners in it in
order to shift them from city
jails to other states which will
help in breaking their nexus
here,” a senior prisons depart-
ment official said.

The official said there are
several inmates who have mul-
tiple criminal cases registered
against them outside Delhi but
they deliberately get them-
selves arrested in Delhi for
petty crimes to get into Tihar
Jail.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Thursday

conducted searches at 10 loca-
tions in and around the
Shaheen Bagh area of New
Delhi, in connection with the
Kozhikode train arson case in
which three passengers were
killed and nine others injured.

NIA searches covered the
properties of accused Shahrukh
Saifi and various suspects.

A resident of Shaheen
Bagh, Shahrukh was arrested
on April 6, 2023 for the arson
committed four days earlier, on
April 2. He was charged for set-
ting on fire D1 coach of
Alleppey Kannur Executive
Express, leading to the tragic
death of a child and two oth-
ers.

The original FIR (No.
38/2023) was registered in the
case at Kozhikode Railway

Police Station, Kerala. On April
17, the NIA took over the
investigations.

“NIA’s probe so far has
revealed that Saifi was a fol-
lower of various radical Islamic
preachers, including Zakir
Naik, Pakistan-based Tariq
Jamil, Israr Ahamed and
Taimoor Ahmed,” the NIA said
in a statement. .

Thursday’s searches led to
the seizure of a number of dig-
ital devices, including mobile
phones, laptop and hard disk,
along with other documents.
Further investigations in the
case are continuing, it added. 
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While Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led

National Democratic Alliance
government is set to complete
nine years in office in the next
few days, the buzz is now at its
peak of a possible Cabinet
expansion or reshuffle with eye
on Bihar and Maharashtra. 

The buzz has also gained
strength from the Supreme
Court on Thursday almost
removing Damocles’ sword over
the Eknath Shinde government
in Maharashtra and also the for-
mer Union Minister RCP Singh
joining the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).

The BJP poll machinery
has already moved into top gear
for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
in response to the Opposition
parties holding parleys to find a
common ground. Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar is now in
the last leg of his outreach to the
Opposition leaders. The BJP
wants to turn heat on the Bihar

chief minister in his backyard.
“Cabinet reshuffle has been

talked about for months. But
now the time may be ripe. The
exercise is principally aimed to
get the BJP-led NDA poll ready
for 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
and Bihar and Maharashtra are
the focus states. The BJP is
without the right social engi-
neering in Bihar after the exit of
the JD (U), and the Shinde-led
Shiv Sena needs representation
in the council of ministers,”
said a senior BJP functionary.     

RCP Singh had quit the JD
(U) almost nine months ago,
and the BJP has been courting
him to make an inroad into the
Kurmi caste group, which is the
core electoral constituency of the
Bihar chief minister. Upendra
Kushwaha, who hails from the
Koeri caste group, had quit the
JD (U) a few months ago.
Kurmi-Koeri combination is
popularly known in Bihar as
Luv-Kush alliance, which has
been the principal vote catch-
ment constituency of Nitish

Kumar.
“The BJP will surely like to

give prominence to a few faces
from Kurmi-Koeri group in
Bihar at the national stage with
an eye on the 2024 Lok Sabha
election,” said another senior BJP
functionary. By appointing
Samrat Choudhary as the Bihar
unit chief of the BJP, the saffron
outfit has already dropped hints
of making inroads into the non-
Yadav backward castes.

Bihar and Maharashtra
together account for 88 Lok
Sabha seats. Both the states are
posing political challenges to the
BJP on account of the existing
formidable regional parties.
“The BJP will further like to
work its presence in the Maratha
constituency to cut into the
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) and the Congress vote
bases. With Shinde-led Shiv
Sena getting representation in
the Central government, the
BJP will find comfort in the
Maharashtra politics,” added
the BJP functionary. 
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As ties between the two countries are
robust and ever expanding, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the US
next month is “historic” and will under-
score that the partnership between the two
nations is people-centric, people-driven,
and is good for the world at large, India’s
ambassador to Washington Taranjit Singh
Sandhu has said.

President Biden will host Prime
Minister Modi for an Official State Visit
to the United States, which will include
a state dinner, on June 22.

It will be Modi’s first state visit to the
US since he assumed office in 2014. His
previous visits to the US to meet then
Presidents Barack Obama Donald Trump
at the White House were not classified as
state visits. The last official state visit by
an Indian Prime Minister to the US was
undertaken by then Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in November 2009.

State visits are rated to be the high-
est expression of friendly bilateral relations
and are replete with official public cere-
monies. In the US, these ceremonies
include a flight line ceremony (where the
visiting head of state is greeted at the tar-
mac after landing), a 21-gun salute White
House arrival ceremony, a White House
dinner, exchange of diplomatic gifts, an

invitation to stay at the Blair House (US
President’s guesthouse across the
Pennsylvania Avenue), and flag street-lin-
ing.

Meanwhile, newly designated US
envoy to New Delhi Eric Garcetti on
Thursday presented his credential to
President Droupadi Murmu in New
Delhi.  Envoy of Qatar Mohammed
Hassan Jabir Al-Jabir and  Didier
Gamerdinger, Ambassador of the
Principality of Monaco, also presented
their credentials to the President, a state-
ment issued by the Rashtrapati Bhavan
said.

On Modi’s visit, White House Press
Secretary Karine Jean-Pieree said “the
upcoming visit will affirm the deep and
close partnership between the US and
India and the warm bonds of family and
friendship that link Americans and

Indians together.”
India’s Ambassador to the US Taranjit

Singh Sandhu told PTI that Modi’s forth-
coming official state visit to the US, at the
invitation of President Biden, is “historic.”

“Prime Minister and President Biden
have together imparted significantly new
vigour and momentum to our bilateral
ties. The visit will be an opportunity for
the two leaders to spend time together,
take stock of the progress achieved and
provide guidance on the future limitless
possibilities,” he said.

“The visit will also underscore that
India-US partnership is people-centric
and people-driven, and that it is not just
for the two countries, but for the world
at large,” Sandhu said.

White House Press Secretary Jean-
Pierre said late Wednesday the visit will
strengthen the two countries’ shared
commitment to a free, open, prosperous,
and secure Indo-Pacific and shared
resolve to elevate the strategic technolo-
gy partnership, including in defence, clean
energy, and space.

The US, India and several other
world powers have been talking about the
need to ensure a free, open and thriving
Indo-Pacific in the backdrop of China’s
rising military manoeuvring in the
resource-rich region.

“The leaders will discuss ways to fur-
ther expand our educational exchanges
and people-to-people ties, as well as our

work together to confront common chal-
lenges from climate change to workforce
development and health security,” Jean-
Pierre said.

The White House’s announcement on
Biden’s invitation to Modi has been
widely welcomed. “I am delighted that the
White House has invited the Prime
Minister for a state visit which will help
strengthen the strategic partnership
between our nations,” Indian American
Congressman Ro Khanna said. He is the
Co-Chair of the Congressional India
Caucus, the largest country-specific cau-
cus in the House of Representatives.

Mukesh Aghi, president of US India
Strategic and Partnership Forum, said
Modi’s visit in June will be a wonderful
opportunity to elevate the bilateral part-
nership to the next level.

“President Biden and Prime Minister
Modi will be meeting in a few weeks’ time
at the Quad Leader’s Summit in Australia
and later this year at the G20 in India.
Both leaders have used minilaterals such
as the Quad, I2U2, and the G20 summits
to work on common goals,” Aghi said.

“However, the state visit will provide
a valuable opportunity for both 
countries to strengthen the edifice of this
strategic partnership and work on enhanc-
ing commercial ties, building resilient sup-
ply chains, and creating new synergies in
the critical and emerging technology
domain,” he said.
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will visit three

countries including
Bangladesh, Sweden and
Belgium starting Thursday, the
Ministry of External
Affairs(MEA)said here. The
Bangladesh visit will be from
May 11-12, Sweden(13-15
May) and Belgium (15-16 May
2022), it said.

Jaishankar will visit Dhaka
to participate in the 6th edition
of the Indian Ocean
Conference. 

From Bangladesh, the
external affairs minister will be
travelling to Sweden. This will
be his first visit as the external
affairs minister.

In Sweden, Jaishankar will
participate in second EU Indo-
Pacific Ministerial Forum
(EIPMF). He will hold bilater-

al meetings with Foreign
Ministers of several countries
on the margins of EIPMF.

During his stay, the minis-
ter will call on leadership in
Sweden and meet with key
Ministers. He will also partic-
ipate in the inaugural session of
the India Trilateral Forum
(India, Europe and US) with his
Swedish counterpart.

In the last leg of the visit,
Jaishankar will be visiting
Brussels for bilateral engage-
ments with Belgian and EU
officials. He will also attending
the first Ministerial Meeting of
the India-EU Trade and
Technology Council(TTC).
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INS Garuda, the premier
naval air station of the

Southern Naval Command cel-
ebrated 70 years of glorious ser-
vice to the Indian Navy on
Thursday, the Navy said here.

Commissioned on May 11,
1953, it is the oldest naval air
station which has been associ-
ated with the beginning of
Naval aviation. Home to the
first amphibious aircraft of the
Indian Navy, the Sealanders, it
has grown into a full-fledged

air base operating some of the
finest air assets of the Indian
Navy. Also known as the
‘Cradle of Naval Aviation’, it has
the unique distinction of oper-
ating the oldest as well as the
latest aircraft available in the
inventory of the Indian Navy.
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US Ambassador to New
Delhi Eric Garcetti said

here on Thursday he will focus
on raising the bilateral part-
nership between India and the
US to “new heights” with both
sides working together on
“defining issues” of the time.
He made these remarks short-
ly after presenting his creden-
tials to President Droupadi
Murmu. The envoy studied
Hindi and Indian culture in
Columbia University, US.

Garcetti’s presentation of
credentials came a day after the
White House announced that
President Joe Biden will host
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for an official state visit to the
US, which will include a state
dinner on June 22.

The US embassy in India

was without an ambassador
since January 2021 after then
envoy Kenneth Juster’s resig-
nation following a change of
guard at the White House.

“It was an honour to pre-
sent my credentials to the pres-
ident and it is an honour to be
back in India at such an excit-
ing and historic time in the US-
India relationship,” Garcetti
said.

“I look forward to working
with the Indian people to raise
our partnership to new
heights,” he added.

Separately, in a tweet, the
ambassador said he is excited
about working towards deep-
ening the US-India ties.

“Thank you to the Government
of India for your close and
fruitful partnership with the
United States. I’m excited to
deepen #USIndia ties as we
work together on defining
issues of our time,” he said. The
US embassy said Garcetti will
make his first official trip next
week to Ahmedabad and
Mumbai.

Garcetti, considered a close
aide of Biden, received the
confirmation to the post from
the US Senate in March. The
former Los Angeles mayor was
nominated to the high-profile
post of the ambassador to
India more than two years
ago.

But the nomination was
not confirmed by the Senate
earlier following concerns by
some lawmakers that Garcetti,
as the then Los Angeles mayor,
had not adequately handled
allegations of sexual assault
and harassment against one of
his aides. 

Garcetti is known as a
committed public servant, edu-
cator and diplomat. He was con-
firmed in a bipartisan vote as the
25th United States Ambassador
to India on March 15.
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Former Janata Dal (United)
president RCP Singh joined

the BJP here on Thursday in
the presence of Union minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and
instantly hit-out at Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, once
his mentor, by calling him  a
“palti maar” (one adept at tak-
ing U-turns) who he said has
compromised  with crime and
corruption in his pursuit of
“kursi” (chair).

Singh who was a JDU’s
nominee  in the Modi-cabinet
had a fallout with Kumar last

year after he was seen by the
JD(U) to be moving closer  to
the BJP as differences between
the two parties grew. The two
outfits subsequently severed
their alliance. Singh lost his
portfolio after the JDU refused
to renew his Rajya Sabha mem-
bership and was later accused
of corruption by  his erstwhile
party.

Joining the BJP Singh took
a swipe at his former mentor,
saying Kumar compromised
his stand against crime and cor-
ruption in his “love” for the
chair. He said the chief minis-
ter will be left with nothing in

Bihar and lauded Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for his
work for the poor and overall
leadership of the country.

The former IAS from the
UP cadre mocked Kumar as a
“PM”, explaining that it stood
for “palti maar” (one who
keeps taking U-turns).

“Nitish babu used to say
that he was against crime and
corruption. Today, he is sitting
in the lap of those against
whom he once struggled. He is
in love with the letter ‘C’
because ‘C’ stands for chair
also. Everything he does is for
the chair only,” Singh charged.

“Nitish babu was a PM, he
is a PM and will remain a PM.
Here the letter ‘P’ stands for
‘palti’ and ‘M’ stands for ‘maar’.
He has betrayed (people) sev-
eral times,” he added.

Singh asked if no work was
happening in the country, how
did India become the fifth
largest economy.

He also took  potshots at
Kumar for his efforts to forge
unity among the opposition
ranks. “What kind of opposi-
tion unity you will forge? Who
is the leader? Is it possible to
forge an opposition unity with-
out a leader?” he asked.
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Congress Lok Sabha MP
Manickam Tagore has

accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of a breach of
parliamentary privilege for
attributing the “Karnataka sov-
ereignty” remark to Sonia
Gandhi and urged Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla to send the
matter to the privileges com-
mittee of Parliament.

In a letter to the Speaker,
the Congress whip in Lok
Sabha claimed that PM Modi
has disseminated “sensitive
false information” among the
public.

The Virudhunagar MP
alleged that Prime Minister
Modi, during his election cam-

paign in Karnataka, indulged in
an act of breach of
Parliamentary Privileges under
Rule 222 of the Lok Sabha Rule
of Procedures.

“The Prime Minister as
the representative of the BJP
party in the Karnataka election
has raised false accusations
against the Congress against
their commitment to protect-
ing the unity and sovereignty of
the State of Karnataka if wins
the election.

“The remarks of the Prime
Minister misrepresent the state-
ment of Sonia Gandhi, chair-
person of the Congress Party,
that the meaning of protecting
sovereignty as meant by the
Congress is the plan to separate
the State from India,” he said in

his letter to Birla.
Tagore said that such a

“vehement statement from the
Prime Minister is highly
obnoxious which would be a
wrong precedence for the peo-
ple who acquire high positions
in this country either now or in
the future. In precise the Prime
Minister has informed that
‘Congress indicates that
Congress considers Karnataka
separate from India’”.

“Therefore, it is pertinent
that the Speaker refer the issue
to the Committee of
Parliamentary Privileges under
Rule 222 and allow the same for
discussion in the next Lok
Sabha session as well as the
House should rebuke the state
of the prime minister seeking
an explanation from him,”
Tagore said.

The Congress MP said that
keeping in view the seriousness
of such “false representation
with a mischievous attitude, I
request you to take appropriate
action to refer the same to the
Privilege Committee.”
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The CBI has unearthed doc-
uments relating to 90 bank

and fixed deposit accounts
from the premises of former
WAPCOS CMD RK Gupta,
who was arrested after more
than �38.70 crore cash was
recovered from his premises.

The value of the fixed
deposits is around �5.5 crore
and details of the other
accounts are being investigat-
ed. The scrutiny of the stag-
gering wealth and property
documents recovered from
Gupta’s premises is continuing
at the Central Bureau of
Investigation, officials said.

The probe so far has
revealed documents of at least
15 properties, including a farm-
house, which are pegged at
approximately �12 crore as per

current market value, they said.
Three high-end luxury

cars, jewellery and 17 gold
coins and bars worth crores
were also found by the agency
during its searches, they said.

The agency had conducted
the searches on May 2 in con-
nection with a �7.91 crore dis-
proportionate assets case
against Gupta during which
they found bundles of �2,000
and �500 currency notes neat-
ly stacked in suitcases kept in
almirahs and bedrooms of
Gupta’s residences.

The agency arrested Gupta,
former Chairman and
Managing Director of WAP-
COS, and his son Gaurav after
it recovered more than �38.70
crore cash from their premis-
es, making it the biggest seizure

of cash by the agency in its his-
tory.

The agency teams found
the bulk of the cash from
Gupta’s three properties, �13
crore each from homes in
Pitampura and Gurugram
while �11 crore was found at
son Gaurav Singal’s residence in
Chandigarh, the officials said.

Singal works at a leading
car manufacturing company
while Gupta headed WAPCOS
from 2010-20, they said.

Water and Power
Consultancy Services (India)
Limited (WAPCOS) is a central
public sector enterprise whol-
ly owned by the government
and is under the administrative
control of the Ministry of Jal
Shakti.

The CBI had registered
the FIR against Gupta, his wife
Reema Singal, son Gaurav, and
daughter-in-law Komal Singal
for allegedly amassing illicit
wealth to the tune of �7.91
crore during Gupta’s tenure as
CMD from April 1, 2011 to
March 31, 2019, officials added.
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The National Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Wednesday recovered

several incriminating materials during
searches at half a dozen locations in
Mumbai in the 2021 Naupada case relat-
ing to seizure of high quality fake Indian
currency notes (FICN) from the
Dawood Ibrahim terror syndicate.

“The recovery included sharp-
edged weapons, digital devices and doc-
uments, which is a strong corroboration
of NIA’s earlier investigational findings
establishing a direct connection with the
D-Company in the fake currency rack-
et. Thus the role of the D-Company has
been prima facie established in the cir-
culation of FICN in India during the
NIA investigation into the case,” the NIA
said in a statement.

The case related to the seizure of
counterfeit Indian currency notes of Rs.
2000 denomination. Two persons were
arrested in the case, originally registered
at the Naupada police station, Thane
City, Maharashtra on November 18,
2021, under relevant sections of the

Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967.

The accused, identified as Riyaz and
Nasir, both residents of Mumbai, are
currently in judicial custody.

The Thane Police had carried out
searches and also chargesheeted the
accused in the high-profile case, which
was taken over by the NIA and re-reg-
istered on February 7, 2023.

On Wednesday, the NIA raided sev-
eral properties of the accused and sus-
pects, mostly houses and offices, as part
of its continuing investigations in the
case, the agency added. 
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Continuing with its crackdown on
terror funding in Jammu and

Kashmir, the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Thursday searched
multiple locations in Budgam and
Baramulla districts of Kashmir in the
Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI) Terror Funding
case.

The NIA has, in recent days, been
tightening the noose around terror
funding activities by groups involved in
anti-India activities, while strengthen-
ing the security apparatus in the Valley,
the NIA said in a statement.

A total of 11 locations came under
NIA’s scanner in Thursday’s searches in
the case in which the JeI is accused of
engaging in separatist and secessionist

activities even after being
declared an unlawful asso-
ciation under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
since its proscription on
February 28, 2019.

The NIA had earlier
chargesheeted four persons
in this case.

The searches, conducted
at the premises of the mem-
bers and sympathisers of

JeI, Jammu and Kashmir, led the agency
to the recovery of several digital devices
and incriminating material, the agency
said.

“Investigations so far by the NIA,
which had suo moto registered the case
on February 5,  2021, have revealed that
JeI (J&K) has been collecting money
ostensibly for charitable purposes, such
as promotion of health and education.
It has instead been using the collected
funds for carrying out unlawful activ-
ities,” it said. 

The NIA has further found that JeI
members have been collecting money,
both within and outside India, through
donations particularly in the form of
Zakat, Mowda and Bait-ul-Mal. 

They have been using the funds
used for carrying out violent and seces-
sionist activities, and also channeling
them to proscribed terrorist organisa-
tions, such as Hizb-ul-Mujahideen
(HM), Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and oth-
ers through well organised networks of
JeI cadres, it said.  

JeI has also been motivating
Kashmiri youth and recruiting new
members (rukuns) in Jammu and
Kashmir to join its terrorist and seces-
sionist movement against India, it
added. 
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The Bihar government has
moved the Supreme

Court challenging a Patna
High Court order granting a
stay on the caste survey it was
conducting, contending “huge
loss” would be caused if the
exercise is stopped.

In an appeal filed before
the top court against the May
4 order of the high court, the
state government said the
stay will adversely affect the
entire exercise.

The state government
said the collection of caste-
based data is a constitutional
mandate under Articles 15
and 16 of the Constitution.

Article  15 of  the
Constitution says the State
shall not discriminate against
any citizen on grounds only of
religion, race, caste, sex, place
of birth or any of them, while
Article 16 states there shall be
equality of opportunity for all
citizens in matters relating to
employment or appointment
to any office under the State.

“The State has already
completed more than 80 per
cent of the survey work in
some districts and less than
10 per cent of work is pend-
ing. The entire machinery is
working at ground level.
There shall be no harm in
completing the exercise sub-
ject to final adjudication of
the dispute.

“The time gap to com-
plete the sur vey would
adversely affect the survey
since this would not be con-
temporaneous data. The stay
of collection of data itself
would cause a huge loss to the

State since, if finally the action
of the State is upheld, the State
would be required to put
logistic in place with addi-
tional expenditure and bur-
den on public exchequer,” the
plea said.

Hearing a clutch of peti-
tions, the high court had
directed the state govern-
ment to immediately stop the
caste-based sur vey,  and
ensure that the data already
collected are secured and not
shared with anybody till final
orders are passed.

The high court has fixed
July 3 as the next date for the

hearing.
“Prima facie, we are of

the opinion that the state has
no power to carry out a caste-
based survey, in the manner
in which it is fashioned now,
which would amount to a
census, thus impinging upon
the legislative power of the
Union Parliament,” the HC
had said.

Expressing concern, the
court noted the government’s
intention was to share data
from the survey with leaders
of different parties in the
state assembly.

There definitely arises the
larger question of the right to
privacy, which the Supreme
Court has held to be a facet of
right to life, it had said.

“The state cannot attempt
to carry out a caste census in
the garb of a survey, especially
when the state has absolute-
ly no legislative competence
and, in that circumstance,
neither can an executive order
be sustained under Article
162 of the Constitution of
India,” the court said.
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Several parts of Gujarat are
reeling under heatwave con-

ditions, with Patan city in the
northern region recording 45.4
degrees Celsius on Thursday,
said officials of the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) here.

Some respite from the con-
dition is expected after May 13,
they said.

As per a weather warning
issued by the IMD, “heat wave”
prevailed at isolated pockets in
Anand, Surat, Botad,
Porbandar, Surendranagar and
Kutch during the day and it is
likely to continue in these areas
on Friday as well. 

In an advisory, the IMD
said people should avoid direct
exposure to sunlight and wear
light-coloured cotton clothes to
save themselves from the heat
wave conditions. 

While Patan city was the
hottest with the mercury
touching 45.4 degrees Celsius,
at least 12 other places in the
state recorded maximum tem-

peratures above 43 degrees on
Thursday.

Places where temperature
rose above 43 degrees include
Patan (45.4), Junagadh (44.6),
Amreli (44.0), Rajkot (43.8),
Vadodara (43.8), Ahmedabad
(43.7), Deesa (43.7),
Chhotaudepur (43,7),
Panchmahal KVK (43.5),
Porbandar (43.5), Surat KVK
(43.5), Gandhinagar (43.5) and
Bhuj (43.4).

Also, Odisha is reeling
under intense heat, with half of
the state recording tempera-
tures above 40 degrees Celsius,
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on
Thursday.

.������������
�
������3	7
�

�'���,�''#&'��'�89:8��#.(##&��#%&!�&

������(����� ��� &!��2

The whereabouts of Pakistan
sponsored terrorists,

behind the ‘gruesome’ terror
strikes on Indian army per-
sonnel in the twin border dis-
tricts of Rajouri and Poonch
since April 20, remain untrace-
able even as searches continue
without any break. A total
number of 10 Indian soldiers,
including five elite para com-
mandos have sacrificed their
lives in the line of duty.

Meanwhile, a fresh advi-
sory has been issued to sever-
al army schools located with-
in the well fortified campuses
to shut down their regular
class work and run online
classes for children till May 25
across several districts of
Jammu region.

At the same time, following
fresh intelligence inputs from
various central and local intel-
ligence agencies about the pos-
sible strike on any vital securi-

ty installations the security has
been beefed up across the
Union Territory and especial-
ly in and around the venues of
the G-20 Tourism Group meet-
ing being held in Kashmir val-
ley between May 22-24.

A senior officer citing
recent intelligence inputs con-
firmed to The Pioneer, the
diktat was issued to the various
army school authorities spread
across Kathua, Samba, Jammu,
Udhampur, Rajouri and

Poonch districts of Jammu
region as a precautionary mea-
sure to run online classes till
May 25.

However, no such direction
has been issued by the UT
administration for other private
and government schools in
the region. On ground zero the
joint teams of security forces
have been regularly conducting
search operations and also
interrogating suspected over-
ground workers to extract

some clues in order to track
down the footprints of these
terrorists.

Official sources told The
Pioneer, despite conducting
intense search operations in the
forest areas of Rajouri and
Poonch the whereabouts of
these terrorists remain
unknown.  

In Srinagar, Marine
Commandos of the Indian
Navy and Commandos of the
National Security Guard are
expected to guard the  venues
of the G20 group meeting.

On Thursday, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
addressed Y20 Consultation
on ‘Climate Change & Disaster
Risk Reduction: Making
Sustainability a Way of Life’ at
University of Kashmir.

He said the massive par-
ticipation in this Y20
Consultation Conference sig-
nals the encouraging prospect
of a new energy in a global
partnership on environment,

development and our collective
effort to ensure equity, global
prosperity and better quality of
life for all.

The Lt Governor while
welcoming the national and
international delegates said,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has made it clear to the global
family that climate change can-
not be fought from conference
tables alone. It has to be fought
from the dinner tables in every
home.

By adopting ‘Green
Growth’ as one of the seven key
priorities (Saptarshi), the Prime
Minister has shown the world
that India stands firm on its
resolve to achieve the goal of
Zero Carbon Emission by 2070,
he added.  

At the Y20 Consultation,
the Lt Governor called upon
youth to ensure ideas to create
productive harmony between
nature and human are trans-
lated into action and it con-
tributes to a better world.
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The decision to ban the
screening of the film The

Kerala Story has not gone
down well with a large section
of the Bengali intelligentsia,
including some ardent sup-
porters of Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.

Among Mamata’s diehard
backers who have disapproved
of her decision to stop screen-
ing of the controversial movie
are director and Trinamool
Congress MLA Raj
Chakraborty and veteran
painter Suvaprasanna.

In a major embarrassment
for the Chief Minister who
banned the screening of the
film on account of its alleged
communally sensitive nature
Chakraborty rued, “it is very
unfortunate that often the film
industry becomes victim of
political considerations which
should be the case.”

Though the TMC
Legislature would not take the
Chief Minister’s name he said
that such decisions should be
an exception and not a rule

considering the labour and
money that go into making
films. Suvaprasanna who had
been through the thick and
things of Banerjee’s land move-
ments in Singur and
Nandigram gram too criticised
her decision stopping short of
naming her though. “I have
come to know that this is a
good film and the decision to
ban it defeats the cause of
freedom of expression... Which
is a right that artists should
enjoy,” the veteran painter said
alleging, “the coterie (advisers
of the Chief Minister) may have
a hand behind this decision
which is not prudent.”

While TMC spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh discounted the
statements of Chakraborty and
Suvaprasanna, saying  those
were their personal opinions a
senior minister of the State said
that the decision was taken
considering law and order
issues.
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Adecision that was prompt-
ly rejected by the State

medical fraternity, Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday proposed a 3-year
diploma course for the aspiring
doctors.

“Considering the paucity of
doctors, rising population,
increased hospital beds we
require more doctors... So I ask
the Health Secretary to ponder
over the idea of introducing
Diploma course to get more
and more doctors to serve in
primary health centres,”
Banerjee said.

She also advised appoint-
ment of nurses with 15-days
basic training.

“What is the big deal in
nursing... You don’t have to do
surgery... I think a 15-day
training can suffice to produce
nurses who can administer

injections, saline, monitor
other minor things,” Banerjee
said.

“I will suggest formation of
a committee to do a feasibility
study,” she said adding, this pol-
icy would ensure more jobs for
the youth.

The idea of Diploma
Doctors was conceived and
then rejected in 2009 when the
Left was in power.

Reacting sharply to her
proposal, a senior functionary
of doctor’ association Dr
Manas Gumta said, “whatever
be the political consideration
behind this proposal... This is
untenable because this will not
only produce below quality
doctors and create a divide in
the medical fraternity but also
it will directly affect the poor-
er people of the State... You can-
not play with me lives of the
people... They are not guinea
pigs.”
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Thousands of genes affected
by a bout of Covid-19

mediate the disease even after
the viral infection had been
cleared, leading to long Covid
and pain associated with it,
revealed a study published in
the journal Science Signaling.
The study  may help in under-
standing the pathophysiology
and help validate novel thera-
pies for the prevention and
treatment of Covid.

These genes were associat-
ed with neurodegeneration and
pain-related pathways, sug-
gesting lasting damage to dor-
sal root ganglia (spinal nerves
that carry sensory messages
from various receptors) that
may underlie symptoms of
Post-COVID Conditions also
known as Long COVID.

“Several studies have found

that a high proportion of long
COVID patients suffer from
abnormal perception of touch,
pressure, temperature, pain or
tingling throughout the body,”
said corresponding author
Venetia Zachariou, chair of
pharmacology, physiology and
biophysics at Boston University.

“Our work suggests that
SARS-CoV-2 might induce
lasting pain in a rather unique
way, emphasising the need for
therapeutics that target mole-
cular pathways specific to this
virus,” Zachariou added.

COVID-19, the disease
resulting from SARS-CoV-2
infection, is associated with

highly variable clinical out-
comes that range from asymp-
tomatic disease to death.

For those with milder
infections, COVID-19 can pro-
duce respiratory infection
symptoms (cough, congestion,
fever) and sensory phenotypes
such as headache and loss of
sense of smell. In more severe
cases, SARS-CoV-2 infection
can affect nearly every organ
and result in strokes from vas-
cular occlusion, cardiovascular
damage and acute renal failure.

A substantial number of
actively infected patients suf-
fering from both mild and
severe infections experience
sensory-related symptoms,
such as headache, visceral pain,
Guillain-Barre syndrome,
nerve pain and inflammation.
In most patients these symp-
toms subside after the infection
ends, but, for other patients,
they can persist.
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The Federation of Resident
Doctors’ Association

(FORDA), a national level asso-
ciation for the welfare of resi-
dent doctors across India, has
alleged that many Pharmacy
and Janaushadhi/Amrit
Kendras set up in the
Government hospitals has not
only been selling medicines at
hefty costs but also do not keep
generic medicines. As a result,
the patients end up shelling out
more on purchasing the drugs
from private sector run
chemists’ shops.

“Access to healthcare is a
basic right and it’s unacceptable
that poor patients have to pay
for medicines in govt hospitals.
Most hospitals don’t have nec-
essary medicines in their
Pharmacy and
Janaushadhi/Amrit Kendras
charge a lot from the needy

patients, while using the land of
hospital premises. They also
don’t always keep generic med-
icines, adding to the plight of
patients,” said Dr Aviral Mathur
from Maulana Azad Medical
College, Delhi and President
FORDA. Dr Sarvesh Pandey,
Orthopedician at RML
Hospital, Delhi and National
General Secretary of the
FORDA  added that the Union
Health Ministry must act to
make hospitals free of such
exploitation. Let’s prioritize the
health of our citizens.”

He said that the scheme of
setting up the Jan Aushadhi cen-
tre is a boon for the poor peo-
ple but many discrepancies are
creeping in their functioning
which must be weeded out by
the appropriate authorities.  “If
the medicines can be delivered
on time and quality is ensured,
it would cut down out of pock-
et expenditure for many,” he
said.
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Taking cognizance of the
reports that there are no

panels in many sports federa-
tions including Wrestling
Federations of India (WFI) to
address sexual harassment
complaints, the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) on Thursday issued a
notice to the Union Sports
Ministry to reply in the matter
within 4 weeks.

The move comes at a time
when a section of wrestlers of
international repute are staging
protest at the Jantar Mantar in
the national capital alleging
that they have been victim of
sexual harassment at the work-
place.

As per the Prevention of
Sexual Harassment (PoSH)
Act, 2013, sports federations
are mandated to have Internal
Complaints Committee (ICC)

in the sports federations.
However as per reports the
Wrestling Federation of
India(WFI) as well as at least 15
of the 30 National Sports
Federations do not meet this
mandatory requirement.

“If the contents of the
media reports, found to be true,
it amounts to a violation of a
law. And this is a matter of con-
cern as it may impact the legal
right and dignity of the sports
persons,” said the NHRC in its
statement issued here.

Notices has been issued to
the Secretary, Department of
Sports, Union Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports, the

Sports Authority of India,SAI,
the Board Of Control For
Cricket In India, BCCI,
Wrestling Federation of India,
and all the 15 other National
Sports Federations of Handball,
Volleyball, Basketball,
Weightlifting, Yachting,
Gymnastics, Table Tennis,
Billiards & Snooker, Kayaking
& Canoeing, Judo, Squash,
Triathlon, Kabaddi,
Badminton, Archery which
either do not have even an ICC
or properly functional ICCs as
required in the law.

As per reports, five
Federations, including the
Wrestling Federation, do not
even have an ICC. Four
Federations do not have the
stipulated number of members
and another six Federations
lacked the mandatory external
members. It is also stated that
one Federation had two panels
but neither had an independent
member.
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The adventure sports
industry including
bungy jumping has

gained tremendous heights in
the post-pandemic era and
thanks to digitalization there
is a bundle of pages and cele-
brity influencers sharing their
personal experience for beg-
inners to experience the
adrenaline rush beautifully.
According to research by
Business Insider, the adven-
ture sports industry has 490
million participants across
the globe and produces USD
200 billion every year. How-
ever, going for an extreme
adventure sport like bungy
jumping for the first time can
raise countless doubts about
the risks, precautions and
things to follow for an adven-
turous experience. To experi-
ence the thrill of a bold and
daring way of life amidst
breathtaking landscapes, you
need not worry about how to
get started and what is need-
ed to get started. We are cov-
ering that for you through
these tips so you can push
yourself to take the leap of
faith and have the best first
bungy jumping experience.

Choosing the right oper-
ator: While bungy jumping
was not that popular in the

country years ago, tables have
turned in a spectacular man-
ner. These days there are
many platforms in various
cities. You need to select the
one which is trustworthy &
follows professional safety
standards and has inspiring
testimonials from adventure
junkies. Increasing trends in
advertising and marketing
are often used by companies
to enhance their image and
grab customers. Find the one
that is authentic and does not
make your first jump trouble-
some. Check their staff,
license, jump masters’ quali-
fications, overall review, loca-
tion and even associations.
For example, many compa-
nies are associated with the
government of India. Such
firms can be trusted for their
collaborations and credible
names supporting them.

Plan your journey in
advance: Planning your jour-

ney will leave you out of many
challenges. Adventure sports
cannot be done throughout
the year. Research the location
you are about to visit and
what are the supportive cli-
matic conditions for experi-
encing the best time of your
life. In case the weather is
stormy or rainy there are
high chances your adventure
activity will be cancelled.

And while you are plan-
ning, do pack wisely. Comfort
is the key to adventure sports.
Pack clothes and footwear
that don’t need adjusting
before, during and after the
jump. Check the medical
requirements: You cannot
proceed if you are suffering
from heart issues, back pain,
asthma and other conditions.

Be mentally and physi-
cally prepared: Before a
month of jumping, start by
doing routine exercises and
stretching. Maintain your diet
and maintain your mental
health as well. Don’t just go for
it because it is cool. Extreme
adventure sports are not cool
and unless you have made up
your mind, it cannot be a
memorable experience. Being
nervous before going for the
thrill is okay but panicking is
not! A chaotic mind before

jumping is not at all cheerful.
Tips for the jump: Do

not go empty stomach or
overeat right before the jump.
Don’t carry valuables and go
barefoot instead of some-
thing uncomfortable. Lead
from the front so your nervo-
usness does not increase look-
ing at other jumpers. Instead,
you can look straight and pre-
pare your mind for the once-
in-a-lifetime experience. You
have to trust the jump
instructors. They go through
rigorous and in-depth train-
ing and are trained as per
international standards.

The bottom line: Getting
started with any of the
extreme adventure sports just
needs observation and moti-
vation. Once you are mental-
ly prepared and have done
enough R&D, the rest
depends on you! First-time
jumpers have many ques-
tions and we have covered
most. However, you can get in
touch with the provider to
understand their rules, regu-
lations and medical condi-
tions that have to be met. We
hope you have a stunning
experience!
(The writer is the Director of

Business Development at
Jumpin Heights)
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South. People in Karnataka are calling the
BJP 40 % sarkar. The Lingayats are about
17 % of Karnataka's population and they
vote for matters. Let us see who will win
David's or Goliath's.

Zeeshaan | Kazipet

��������	
�	����������	���
Sir — Imran Khan's arrest comes a day
after the military's media wing issued a rare
public rebuke of the former premier for
repeated accusations against a senior mil-
itary official of attempting to assassinate
him and the military's former chief of being
behind the move to remove him from
power. 

A year and a month after Imran
Khan was ousted as the prime minister of
Pakistan after he lost a no-confidence vote,
he has been arrested in a corruption case

by the paramilitary Rangers from outside
the Islamabad High Court. In these 13
months, Khan turned from a beleaguered
leader of a wobbly country into a mass hero
of sorts, so much so that violent hordes of
his supporter's foiled bids by the police to
arrest him in various cases for which he is
facing trial in the court. Imran Khan's in-
swingers and out-swingers must have
fetched him a good number of wickets dur-
ing his playing days but politics is a differ-
ent cup of tea altogether. He was cutting
a sorry figure in front of the political wigs
of the World and now the forces forced him
to be confined to the four walls of the
prison.

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai

�����������������	��

Sir — E Meetings, E Canvassing/ E Cam-
paigning and E Ballot can save huge money
for the exchequer of the government ... in
thousands of crores rupees. This can be
used for the welfare of the poor and the
middle class. 

Also saved are precious (productive)
time, fuel, trees (from cutting to become
ballot paper and pamphlets), healthy
atmosphere from fuel pollution and noise
pollution. Many other non-productive
expenses too are saved. 

Please use the latest IT technology. Save
money, productive time etc. ... including
in India, where, almost every month, some
or the other election keeps happening (local
bodies, state assembly, by election etc.).
Mahatma Gandhi said, "A rupee saved is
a rupee earned".

Madhu Nivriti PS | Secunderabad

�����������������
Sir — PM Modi addressed 21 rallies in poll-
bound Karnataka. PM Modi is known for
saving BJP in elections even when the party
is on the verge of losing and the Modi
magic will work in Karnataka. A strong
campaign led by PM Modi, primarily using
the development card along with the
Hindutva card was witnessed in the final
stages of the canvassing. The PM even used
the film The Kerala Story and brought up
the conspiracy of terrorism linked to
Congress. They even brought Lord
Hanuman in this election when Congress
hinted at banning Bajrang Dal. Let us see
if Congress will get a setback if the BJP
manages the anti-incumbency in
Karnataka with its Hindutva card.

Congress in their Manifesto included
a ban on organizations like Bajrang dal,
restoring a 4% quota to Muslims. BJP
promised implementation of the Uniform
Civil Code, implementation of NRC and
three free cooking gas cylinders and half-
litre milk to BPL families.

Most poll surveys predicted a clear win
for Congress.BJP wants to win the elections
by hook or crook as the Karnataka elec-
tions are the doorway to BJP in the
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convinced with the neutrality
of the Pakistani Army in 1977,
and seemingly a lot remain
unconvinced of the Pakistani
Army’s innocence, in 2023!

‘Establishments’ murky
ways can be gauged by the trig-
ger for the recent escalation i.e.,
one Maj Gen Faisal Naseer DG
(C) of ISI, infamous as ‘Dirty
Harry’. As the second-in-com-
mand to DG-ISI, and one
who handles internal security
and counterintelligence-relat-
ed matters, he has been direct-
ly accused along with the
retired General Bajwa and
current DG-ISI, Lt Gen
Nadeem Anjum.

Imran’s allegation of Maj
Gen Faisal Naseer attempting
to assassinate him are presum-
ably more political and theatri-
cal than realistic as if it were to
be true, the cold brutality of the
ISI would have knocked him
off, long back. ‘Establishment’
knows from history that a ‘live’
enemy instead of a ‘dead’ one
is a better bet – a deposed and
exiled Iskander Mirza (coup in
1958) and similarly banished
Nawaz Sharif (coup in 1999)
was less difficult to handle than
the memory of a dead Zulfiqar
Ali Bhutto (hanged in 1978)!
With Imran Khan ranting,
railing and eventually getting
under the skin of the ‘establish-
ment’, irretrievably – the
accompanying claims of the
assassination attempt, were
only par for the course.

Ongoing socio-economic
morass has already discredit-
ed the civilian Pakistani dis-
pensation beyond repair, and
it was only left to the ‘establish-
ment’ to blunt Imran Khan’s
mounting challenge, and it did
so in an old-school way. But
the ‘establishment’ which has
usually benefitted from doubt
in flexing its strong-arm tac-
tics against the various civilian
governments in the past, may
have just overplayed its hands,
this time. For once, the public
mood is not just deeply divid-
ed, but even more worryingly
for Pakistan, so is the rank and
file of the ‘establishment’, seem-
ingly.

Unchecked rampage of
the property of the ‘establish-
ment’ is suggestive of divides,
within. Finally, the cost of
politicizing the apolitical realm
of the Armed Forces is com-
ing home to roost, as the
‘establishment’ shows signs of
desperation, fissures, and ham-
handed actions. For a nuclear-
armed state, such a display of
kneejerk and implosive
instinct is fraught with incal-
culable risks.

However, what works in
favour of the ‘establishment’ is
the invisible but sure hand of
Washington DC, for they too,
would rather deal with over-
entitled though consistent
Generals than with a tempera-
mental and highly untrustwor-
thy ‘Taliban Khan’, a sobriquet

earned by Imran Khan. The
Chinese don’t have a prefer-
ence, though they would be
wary of anarchy given the
investment made in China
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC). Similarly, Arab
Sheikhdoms too would prefer
the Pakistan Military given
their historic ties. This leaves
Imran with the only option of
igniting domestic passions
and therefore for the ‘establish-
ment’ to go to any extent to
douse the same, even if it
means arresting him in an
unwarranted manner.

The judiciary (especially
the CJI) has been on the back
foot for other reasons, so he
too might not attempt to be
too brave. This will leave
Pakistan tense with multiple
one-upmanship and show-
manship between various
stakeholders, but the ‘establish-
ment’ has made the first move
and history suggests, may not
be the last move. The ‘estab-
lishment’ simply cannot afford
to step down and lower the
ante, and so it will go to any
extent to clamp down disso-
nance against it hereinafter,
even if it means stepping in
formally. Imran had over-bait-
ed and the ‘establishment’ bit
back.

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor

of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry. The
views expressed are personal)
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If there was any doubt on
who the real ‘McCoy’ is in
Pakistan, then the reality
just played out. Folks who
ostensibly swear by ‘Iman,

taqwa, jihad fi sabilillah’ (A fol-
lower of none but Allah. Fear of
Allah, Jihad for Allah) are seem-
ingly fearful of a man they ‘select-
ed’ in 2018, but ‘ejected’ in 2022
i.e., Imran Khan. Former Prime
Minister Imran Khan had been
baiting the Pakistani Army
(‘establishment’) since the time he
was booted out and with the han-
dover of the baton of Pakistani
Army Chief from General Qamar
Bajwa (Imran’s original nemesis)
to the relatively low-key, General
Asim Munir, Imran’s tirade was
expected to cool down. It didn’t,
and Imran kept poking and pro-
voking the ‘establishment’ with
barbs on its self-claimed ‘neutral-
ity’. Everyone knows that the
‘establishment’ was anything but
neutral, but none expected the
General Munir-led ‘establish-
ment’ to show its incorrigible
instincts, so soon.

The first thing that the optics
of Imran Khan getting bumped
off in a personnel carrier of the
Punjab Rangers confirms is that
the change of baton to General
Munir has not resulted in any
change of sensibilities, but a con-
tinuation of the infamous maxim
that ‘States have an Army, but
Pakistani Army has a State’.
General Asim Muneer, a Hafiz-
e-Quran (completely memorized
the Quran) is a chip-of-the-old-
block who has taken over his pre-
decessor General Qamar Bajwa’s
battle with Imran Khan, in
earnest. The ‘Sword of Honour’
from Officers Training School in
Mangla joined the Pakistani
Army in the dark days of a fellow
officer, General Zia-ul-Haq, who
perhaps more than any Military
dictator in Pakistan has con-
tributed to the politicisation (even
‘Shariaziation’) of the Pakistani
Army.

In an eerie similarity of dodgy
charges, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, who
had been arrested by the ‘estab-
lishment’ on charges of authoris-
ing the murder of a political
opponent – now, Imran Khan has
been arrested in a case that
alleges that Imran and his wife
obtained billions from a real
estate firm! Not too many were
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(The author is Joint
Secretary, Department

of Water Resources,
Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Government of India)

“Even as life cannot sustain
without water, virtue too
depends ultimately on the
rain”-Tiruvalluvar. Rain,
when infiltrates the earth's

surface and reaches the water table, becomes
groundwater. Anthropogenic activities
coupled with climate change had resulted
in unabated exploitation and rapid decline
in groundwater levels in some parts of the
country over the past few decades. It led to
the realisation of the need to effectively
quantify and manage this finite & invisible
natural resource. 

In 1982, the Government of India con-
stituted the ‘Ground Water Estimation
Committee’ (GEC) drawing members from
various States / Central organizations
engaged in hydrogeological studies and
groundwater development. The Committee
submitted its recommendations in the
year 1984 and suggested a methodology for
the assessment of dynamic groundwater
resources, which is commonly referred to
as GEC 1984. The methodology underwent
comprehensive revisions in 1997 and 2015.
GEC 2015 is being followed for the assess-
ment of groundwater resources from 2017
onwards. Assessment exercise is done at
periodical intervals jointly by State Ground
Water Departments and Central Ground
Water Board under the guidance of the
respective State Level Committee on
Ground Water Assessment. 

In the year 2017, 24.21 lakh sq km map-
pable area was assessed for groundwater.
The total area was divided into 6,881 assess-
ment units. Annual groundwater recharge
was estimated to be 431.86 Billion Cubic
Meters (BCM) while the extractable
groundwater resource, after accounting for
base flow, was 392.70 BCM. Annual
groundwater extraction stood at 248.69
BCM. The stage of groundwater extraction
(percentage annual groundwater extraction
to annual extractable groundwater resource)
was 63.33%. Although the stage of ground-
water extraction was within the safe limit
(<70%), there were high spatial variations.
4,310 (62.64%) assessment units were in the
safe category while 1,186 (17.24%) assess-
ment units were in the overexploited cat-
egory, extracting annual groundwater

resources more than the annual
groundwater recharge and with
declining water level trends. 

In this scenario, the Hon’ble
Prime Minister decided to form the
Ministry of Jal Shakti in 2019 by
amalgamating the Department of
Water Resources and the Depart-
ment of Drinking Water & Sani-
tation for better coordination, reg-
ulation and management of water
resources of the country. Special
focus was accorded to the ground-
water sector. Government schemes
like Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayi
Yojana (PMKSY)-Per Drop More
Crop component focused on
enhancing water use efficiency in
irrigation. Under the Har Khet Ko
Pani component of PMKSY, the
Repair, Renovation and Restoration
(RRR) of water bodies was focused.
The government of India launched
Jal Shakti Abhiyan-I in 256 water-
stressed districts of the country in
2019. Under the Jal Shakti Abhiyan
senior officers, groundwater experts
and scientists of the Government of
India worked with State and district
officials to promote water conser-
vation and water resource manage-
ment by focusing on accelerated
implementation of five target inter-
ventions, viz., water conservation
and rainwater harvesting, renova-
tion of traditional and other water
bodies/ tanks, reuse and recharge of
bore wells, watershed development
and intensive afforestation. 

Atal Bhujal Yojana, a Central
Sector Scheme, for sustainable
groundwater management, with a
focus on community participation,
demand-side interventions and
convergence with ongoing schemes,
is being implemented in 8,221
water-stressed Gram Panchayats in
80 Districts of seven States – Guja-
rat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh. The National
Water Mission had started a cam-
paign "SahiFa al" to nudge farmers

in favour of crops that consume less
water and use water more efficient-
ly. To regulate and control ground-
water extraction for commercial/
industrial purposes, The Jal Shakti
Ministry has issued guidelines with
pan-India applicability. The com-
mercial entity, extracting groundwa-
ter, has to get the NOC from the
Central Ground Water Authority.

Since water is a State subject,
various State governments have
also formulated and implemented
their schemes to augment, conserve
and utilize groundwater resources.
Neeru Chettu–Andhra Pradesh, Jal
Jeevan Hariyali Abhiyan–Bihar,
Sujalam Sufalam Jal Sanchay
Abhiyan–Gujrat, Mera Pani Meri
Virasat Scheme–Hariyana, Jalyukt
Shivar Abhiyan–Maharashtra, Paani
Bachao Paisa Kamao Scheme–
Punjab, Kudimaramathu Scheme–
Tamilnadu and Mission Kakatiya-
Telangana are few notable examples
in this regard. To regulate the over-
exploitation and consequent deple-
tion of groundwater level, the Jal
Shakti Ministry has circulated a
Model Bill to all the States/UTs to
enable them to enact suitable
groundwater legislation, which
includes the provision of rainwater
harvesting. As of now, 36 States/UTs
have adopted the rainwater harvest-
ing provisions.

The results of active Govern-
ment interventions and public par-
ticipation started to reflect in the
year 2020 and 2022 groundwater
assessments. The total number of
assessment units increased to 7,089
in 2022 from 6,881 in 2017. Annual
groundwater recharge increased by
5.58 BCM to 437.44 BCM. The
annual recharge from Tanks, Ponds
and water conservation structures
increased from 13.63 BCM in 2017
to 23.00 BCM in 2022. While
annual extractable groundwater
resources increased by 5.38 BCM to
398.08 BCM, annual extraction of
groundwater declined by 9.53 BCM

to 239.16 BCM. It shows that sup-
ply-side as well as demand-side
interventions have started to
improve groundwater scenarios in
the country. In 2017, approximate-
ly 89% of groundwater extraction
was for irrigation purposes which
declined to 87% in 2022. The stage
of groundwater extraction has
improved to 60.08% from 63.33% in
2017. The number of safe assess-
ment units increased to 4,780
(67.43%) from 4,310 (62.64%) while
Over exploited assessment units
declined to 1006 (14.19%) from
1,186 (17.24%) in 2017. 

The groundwater resource ass-
essment of 2022 has been complet-
ed in a record time of nearly 5 mon-
ths (against 2-3 years) due to the
introduction of innovative technol-
ogy in the form of a software/ web-
based application “India-Groun-
dwater Resource Estimation System
(IN-GRES)”. IN-GRES helped in the
faster assessment of groundwater
resources by automation and digi-
tal data analysis. Further, it has been
decided by the Jal Shakti Ministry
to make groundwater resource ass-
essment as an annual exercise from
the year 2023 which used to take
place once in 3 years. A new Gro-
undwater Estimation Committee
has been formed to revise and
update the methodology deployed
in groundwater assessment.

The groundwater resource
assessment reports of the years
2020 and 2022 have confirmed
that our steps for sustainable
groundwater management are in the
right direction and bringing a par-
adigm shift towards positive change.
These reports and results are the
outcomes of cooperative federalism
as enunciated by the Constitution of
India. Source sustainability has
emerged as complementary to water
availability. We are committed to the
UN SDG Goal - ensuring the avail-
ability and sustainable manage-
ment of water for all. 
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Hypertension, or high
blood pressure, is a
common condition

that affects millions of peo-
ple worldwide. Clinically, it
has been defined as systolic
blood pressure of 140 mmHg
or higher and diastolic blood
pressure of 90 mmHg or
higher.

People with very high
blood pressure (usually
180/120 or higher) can expe-
rience symptoms, including
severe headaches, chest pain,
dizziness, difficulty breath-
ing, nausea, vomiting, blurred
vision or other vision changes,
anxiety, confusion, buzzing
in the ears, nosebleeds, and
abnormal heart rhythm.
Hypertension, if left untreat-
ed, can lead to serious health
problems such as heart dis-
ease, stroke, and kidney fail-

ure, making it a significant
public health concern. During
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
adverse outcome of the disease
was observed mostly in those
patients who were having a
history of chronic illness,
including Hypertension.

From a clinical perspec-
tive, it is a complex condition
that involves factors including
genetics, lifestyle choices, and
other underlying medical con-
ditions. In many cases, hyper-
tension is asymptomatic, until
the condition has progressed
to a more severe stage.

When I was a medical
student more than two
decades back, my professors
used to tell us we need to
screen a patient for hyperten-
sion too if s/he is more than
40 years of age.

Now, the scenario has

completely changed. The risk
factors for Hypertension are
emerging a decade earlier.
The major determinants of
hypertension are an
unhealthy diet, physical inac-
tivity, stress, and consump-
tion of tobacco and alcohol.

So, as per the National
Programme for Prevention
and Control of Cancer, Dia-
betes, Cardiovascular
Diseases & Stroke (NPCD-
CS), MoHFW, Government
of India, the screening should
start at the age of 30 years or
more and not only in people
engaged in white collar jobs
but also in rural as well as
urban slums.

But the worst part in
addressing this issue is that
those screened positive, do
not follow the management
protocol compliantly result-

ing in uncontrolled 
hypertension.

As per available data in
India, there are an estimated
20 crore adults with hyperten-
sion, of whom approximate-
ly only 2 crores have it under
control. The Government of
India has adopted the "25 by
25" goal, which aims to reduce
premature mortality due to
non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) by 25% by 2025. One
of the nine voluntary targets
includes reducing the preva-
lence of high BP by 25% by
2025. In order to achieve this,
India Hypertension Control
Initiative (IHCI) has been
launched. IHCI is a 5-year ini-
tiative involving the Ministry
of Health & Family Welfare,
the Indian Council of Medical
Research, State Governments,
and WHO-India.

The diagnosis of hyper-
tension is typically made by
measuring blood pressure at
rest on two separate occa-
sions. Depending on the
severity of hypertension, fur-
ther diagnostic tests may be
necessary to identify underly-
ing medical conditions that
may be contributing to high
blood pressure. Regular mon-
itoring of blood pressure plays
an important role in manag-
ing and controlling hyperten-
sion, as it allows for adjust-
ments to the treatment plan as
needed. Patients should mon-
itor their blood pressure at
home regularly, to keep a
check on their numbers.

The treatment of hyper-
tension involves a combina-
tion of lifestyle modifica-
tions. This includes dietary
changes in the form of adopt-

ing a DASH diet. DASH is an
acronym for Dietary
Approaches to Stop
Hypertension, which
includes menus with low salt.
The other step is adopting a
schedule of regular exercise.
One should get at least 150
minutes per week of moder-
ate-intensity aerobic activity
or 75 minutes per week of
vigorous aerobic activity and
do strength-building exercis-
es for 2 or more days each
week. Besides adopting a
healthy work plan and sound
sleep, stress reduction is very
important.

Now, the most important
part is medication. Medicines
that are commonly used to
treat hypertension include
diuretics, ACE inhibitors,
angiotensin receptor block-
ers, calcium channel blockers,

and beta-blockers. While
lifestyle changes can help lower
blood pressure, they may not
be enough for everyone.
Hypertension being a chron-
ic condition requires ongoing
treatment and noncompliance
with medications can have
threatening consequences.
Hypertension medications are
an important and effective
way to manage high blood
pressure and prevent its com-
plications. While there are
some concerns about their
use, such as side effects, cost,
and long-term effects, the ben-
efits of taking hypertension
medications usually outweigh
the risks. If you have hyperten-
sion, talk to your healthcare
provider about the best treat-
ment plan for you, which may
include medication as well as
lifestyle changes.
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(The writer is an academic
head school of public health,

AIIMS, Jodhpur)
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During a contentious CNN
town hall Wednesday

night, former President Donald
Trump dug in on his lies about
the 2020 election, downplayed
the violence on January 6, 2021,
and repeatedly insulted the
woman whom a civil jury this
week found him liable of sex-
ually abusing and defaming.

Trump, returning to the
network after years of acrimo-
ny, also refused to say whether
he wants Ukraine to win the
war against Russian aggression
and said the U.S. “might as well”
default on its debt obligation,
despite the potentially devastat-
ing economic consequences.

The live, televised event —
held in early-voting New
Hampshire — underscored the

challenges of fact-checking
Trump in real time. The former
president was cheered on and
applauded by an audience of
Republican and unaffiliated
voters who plan to vote in the
GOP primary, as moderator
Kaitlan Collins sometimes
struggled to correct the record
as Trump steamrolled with
untrue statements. “You are a
nasty person,” he snapped at
one point.

The event also highlighted
what is perhaps Trump’s most
fundamental challenge as he
emerged as the undisputed
frontrunner for the Republican
nomination to take on
President Joe Biden again.

While Trump’s tone and
divisive statements often thrill
Republican primary crowds,
he has so far done little to

expand his appeal among the
moderates and independents
who soured on him in 2020 and
will be crucial to winning the
general election.

Indeed, Trump on
Wednesday repeatedly doubled
down on his lies that the 2020
election had been “rigged,”
even though state and federal
election officials, his own cam-
paign and White House aides,
and dozens of courts, including
Republican judges, have said
there is no evidence to support
his claims.

He also displayed no
remorse for what happened on
Jan. 6, when a mob of his sup-
porters violently stormed the
Capitol in a bid to halt the cer-
tification of Biden’s win. He
excused his delayed response
that day — he was silent for

more than three hours as the
carnage unfolded — pulling out
a printout of his tweeted time-
line as a form of defense.

Instead, he lashed out at the
Black police officer who shot
and killed rioter Ashli Babbitt,
calling him a “thug,” despite a
Justice Department finding that
the shooting was justified. And
he said he is inclined to pardon
“a large portion” of the rioters
charged in the attack.

More than 670 people have
been convicted of crimes relat-
ed to that day, including some
found guilty of seditious con-
spiracy or assaulting police
officers.

Trump also rejected a sug-
gestion that he apologize to his
former vice president, Mike
Pence, who was targeted by the
mob after Trump wrongly

insisted that Pence had the
power to overturn the election
results. “I don’t feel he was in
any danger,” he said. In fact,
Trump said, Pence was the one
who “did something wrong.”

He would not commit to
accepting the results of the
next election, either, saying he
would do so only if he feels “it’s
an honest election” — as he said
before the 2020 election.

The primetime forum —
the first major television event
of the 2024 presidential cam-
paign and Trump’s first inter-
view appearance on CNN since
before he was elected president
in 2016 — drew suspicion from
both sides of the political divide
as soon as it was announced.

Democrats questioned
whether a man who continues
to spread lies about his 2020

election loss should be given the
airtime. Conservatives won-
dered why Trump would
appear on — and potentially
give a ratings bump to — a net-
work he has continually dispar-
aged. The stakes were raised
considerably Tuesday after
jurors in New York found
Trump had sexually abused
and defamed advice columnist
E. Jean Carroll nearly three
decades ago, though they reject-
ed her claim that he raped her.
The jury awarded her $5 mil-
lion in damages.

Trump, at Wednesday’s
event, called the case “fake
news” and insisted he didn’t
know Carroll, even as he
attacked her in deeply person-
al terms. “She’s a wack job,” he
said, drawing laughs from the
crowd.
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Indian-American public pol-
icy expert Neera Tanden,

who would soon succeed Susan
Rice as the White House
domestic policy advisor, has
said that she is “excited” about
her new role in the administra-
tion. Tanden, 52, is the first
Asian-American to have been
named to hold this powerful
position in the White House.
She is currently the senior
advisor and staff secretary to
President Joe Biden.

“I am so excited for my
new role at the White House,
and I am thrilled to be part of
an administration that has so
many AANHPI (Asian
American, Native Hawaiian
and Pacific Islanders) leaders,
so many AANHPI women
leaders, … so many leaders
who represent the great diver-
sity of our community,” Tanden
said in her address to the
AANHPI Women’s Celebration
organised by the AAPI Victory
Fund on Wednesday.

Addressing a packed
Kennedy Center auditorium,
composed of eminent AANH-
PI leaders, including Indian
Americans, Tanden, a
Democrat, said when she
worked at the White House
during the Clinton
Administration there were only
a handful of AANHPI people.

Twenty-five years later
under the Biden
Administration, there is hard-
ly any branch of the govern-
ment where there are no
AANHPI at eminent positions,
she said.

“We have leaders in every

agency. And I am incredibly
proud that we have three
AANHPI leaders leading pol-
icy councils in the White
House. And that is a historic
accomplishment for our com-
munity,” Tanden said.

Tanden has served in both
the Obama and Clinton
administrations, as well as pres-
idential campaigns and think
tanks. Most recently, she was
the President and CEO of the
Center for American Progress
and the Center for American
Progress Action Fund.

In her address, Tanden
also hinted at current times
when a lot of undiscussed mat-
ters are being taken up.

“But it is also a bit of a
paradox because at this
moment when our voices are
heard at every table in
Washington, it is also the case
that our politics have grown
uglier. And that in many ways
our country is debating issues
that we haven’t really debated.
We weren’t debating this 25
years ago,” she said.
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Washington (PTI): The ruling
Democratic party has intro-
duced a Citizenship Act, which
among other things, seeks to
eliminate the country-quota
for green cards and make
changes in the much sought-
after H-1B visa system.

The US Citizenship Act
2023 introduced by
Congresswoman Linda
Sanchez creates an earned
roadmap to citizenship for all
11 million undocumented
immigrants, providing
Dreamers, TPS holders, and
some farmworkers with an
immediate path to citizenship.

It also stands to provide the
undocumented immigrants
who pass background checks
and pay taxes with a five-year
path to citizenship without
fear of deportation.

It proposes to make
changes to the employment-
based immigration system by
eliminating per-country caps.

The Act seeks to make it
easier for STEM advanced
degree holders from US univer-
sities to stay, improving access
to green cards for workers in
lower-wage industries, giving
dependents of H-1B holders
work authorisation, and pre-
venting children of H-1B hold-
ers from ageing out of the sys-
tem.

The much-sought-after H-
1B visas are issued for three
years at a time.

The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows US
companies to employ foreign
workers in speciality occupa-
tions that require theoretical or
technical expertise. Technology
companies depend on it to hire
tens of thousands of employees
each year from countries such
as India and China.

A Green Card, known offi-
cially as a Permanent Resident
Card, is a document issued to
immigrants to the US as evi-
dence that the bearer has been
granted the privilege of resid-
ing permanently.

The bill also creates a pilot
programme to stimulate
regional economic develop-
ment and incentivises higher
wages for non-immigrant,
high-skilled visas to shield
them from unfair competition
with American workers.
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China continues its diplo-
matic push in Europe on

Thursday with a high-level
visit to the Netherlands where
Vice President Han Zheng
will be meeting the king and
the prime minister — and
facing questions about its rela-
tions with Russia and the
European Union. The 27-
nation EU increasingly sees
Beijing as a systemic rival on
the global stage instead of an
ally and economic partner.

Dutch King Willem
Alexander received Han early
on Thursday before Prime
Minister Mark Rutte has polit-
ical talks with the vice presi-
dent in the afternoon. Chinese
Foreign Minister Qin Gang
has also travelled through
Western Europe this week,
meeting with his 
German and French 
counterparts.

On Wednesday, German
Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock said that Berlin
wants to work in partnership
with China “everywhere it’s
possible” but that it would be
naive to ignore the risk of end-

ing up in a position of reliance,
including on security issues. It
is a view increasingly shared in
the West.

The European Union is
not specifically advocating
decoupling from the econom-
ic and geopolitical giant but is
proposing “de-risking” its rela-
tions to avoid becoming too
dependent on China. 

The EU, of which the

Netherlands is a founding
member, also wants Beijing to
be more forceful in addressing
the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. 

The visit comes amid
diplomatic tensions around
proposed new EU trade mea-
sures against countries that
help the Kremlin to circum-
vent the bloc’s sanctions
against Russia. 
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The financial leaders of the
Group of Seven wealthy

nations meet in Japan begin-
ning Thursday as a standoff
over the US debt ceiling and
potential default looms as one
of the biggest potential threats
to the global economy. 

Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen said one of her priorities
in Niigata, a port city on the
Japan Sea coast, would be to
emphasize the importance of
resolving the standoff over the
national debt in the world’s
largest economy. 

“A default is frankly
unthinkable,” she told reporters
before the broader meetings
began. “America should never
default. It would rank as a cat-
astrophe,” she said. 

The impasse over spending
risks leaving the government
unable to pay for teachers in
classrooms, medical care for
veterans and vital benefits to
many Americans, she said. It
also is undermining U.S. eco-
nomic leadership.

While in Japan, Yellen also
is bound to be seeking to reas-
sure her counterparts over
recent bank failures that have

raised worries over risks for the
global financial system. 

The finance ministers and
central bank governors are
meeting for three days ahead
of a G-7 summit later this
month in Hiroshima. 

President Joe Biden said
Wednesday that he and con-
gressional leaders had a “pro-
ductive” meeting Tuesday on
trying to raise the nation’s
debt limit. They will meet
again Friday to try to avert the

risk as soon as June 1 of an
unprecedented government
default if lawmakers in the
divided Congress don’t agree to
raise the debt ceiling.

Biden said he was
“absolutely certain” that the
country could avert a default,
declaring that failure to meet
America’s obligations, upon
which much of the world’s
finances are based, “is not an
option.”

Biden said it was “possible

but not likely” that he would
need to postpone his trip to
Japan, Australia and Papua
New Guinea later this month. 

Yellen said in remarks pre-
pared ahead of Thursday’s
meetings that strengthening
the global financial system is a
key G-7 priority. So is a
renewed show of support for
Ukraine as a coalition of over
30 countries seeks to impose
heavy economic costs on
Russia for its war.

She said Biden’s “historic”
investments in modernizing
US infrastructure were a step
toward improving the
resilience of an economy
whose reliance on global sup-
ply chains was sorely tested
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

“We are taking a broad
range of individual and joint
actions to bring down infla-
tion, sustain growth, and help
mitigate the impact of external
shocks, including to develop-
ing countries,” she said. 

But she added that, “even
as we face downside risks, I
believe that the global econo-
my remains in a better place
than many predicted six
months ago.”
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Milan (AP): A van that was
transporting oxygen tanks to a
nearby medical facility explod-
ed in the centre of the Italian
city of Milan on Thursday,
forcing the evacuation of a
school and residential apart-
ment buildings. The driver
suffered minor injuries.

Images on Sky TG24 show
a plume of dark smoke rising
from a narrow street near Porta
Romana, where f lames
scorched nearby cars and
motorcycles and exploded win-
dows in adjacent buildings,
including the school.

Firefighters quickly
brought the flames under con-
trol. The driver of the van suf-
fered an injury to his hand
when he tried to douse the
flames, firefighter Carlo
Cardinali told reporters at the
scene. The driver was treated at
the scene and transported to a
hospital.
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Beijing (AP): Australian Trade
and Tourism Minister Don
Farrell visited China on
Thursday as part of a joint
effort to repair ties scarred by
political rifts over the past
decade.

In a statement issued by his
office, Farrell said he would be
“advocating strongly for the full
resumption of unimpeded
Australian exports to 
China.”

China is Australia’s biggest
trading partner, with two-way
exchanges totaling $287 billion
in 2022.

China recently resumed
imports of coal, cotton and
copper from Australia after a
lengthy unannounced trade
embargo.

Farrell said he would push
for a review of tariffs on
Australian barley and represent
“the interests of Australian
exporters and producers.”

China blocked such
exports in retaliation for gov-
ernment actions targeting
Beijing’s alleged interference in

Australian elections, civic life
and the large Australian-
Chinese community.

Despite improvements in
economic relations, ties
between the two remain tense.

In April, Australian
Foreign Minister Penny Wong
said bilateral relations were
unlikely to return to the level
of the early 2000s, when trade
was separated from political
and strategic priorities.

Since then, Australia has
expanded security coopera-
tion with the United States,
China’s main rival for influence
in the Asia-Pacific region.

Beijing has strongly criti-
cized Australia’s participation
in the so-called AUKUS part-
nership, linking it with the
United States and Britain to
create an Australian fleet of
eight submarines powered by
US nuclear technology, large-
ly in response to China’s grow-
ing military assertiveness in the
South China Sea, the South
Pacific and the East China
Sea.
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The UK government on
Thursday confirmed that it

is supplying long-range cruise
missiles to Ukraine in support
of its counter-offensive in the
conflict with Russia.

The Storm Shadow missiles
being “donated” to Ukraine are
described as having conven-
tional precision strike capabil-
ity and complement the long-
range systems provided by
international partners such as
the US. The UK said the supply
will help Ukraine push back
Russian forces from its territo-
ries. “Today, I can confirm that
the UK has donated Storm
Shadow missiles to Ukraine.
Storm Shadow is a long-range
conventional precision strike
capability,” UK Defence
Secretary Ben Wallace said in a
statement to the House of
Commons.

“The donation of these
weapon systems gives Ukraine
the best chance to defend them-
selves against Russia’s continued
brutality. Especially, the delib-
erate targeting of Ukrainian
civilian infrastructure, which is
against international law.

Ukraine has a right to be able
to defend itself against this.
Their use of Storm Shadow will
allow Ukraine to push back
Russian forces based within
Ukrainian Sovereign Territory,”
he said.

Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelensky has been
calling for such weapons for a
long time since the country’s
conflict with Russia broke out
last year, but international sup-
porters have been hesitant to
supply them in case it leads to
an escalation of hostilities. But

Wallace told Parliament that
British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak took the decision
because Russia has continued
down a “dark path” of deliber-
ately targeting civilian infra-
structure. “This year, Russia’s
leadership has continued to

systematically target civilians
and civilian infrastructure with
bombs, missiles and drones.
More medical facilities were tar-
geted in January than in the
previous six months combined,”
said Wallace.

Wallace said he wrote to his
Russian counterpart, Sergei
Shoigu, in December last year
to warn that further attacks
could result in the UK donat-
ing more capable weapons. He
said the missiles marked a
move that is “calibrated and
proportionate to Russia’s 
escalations”.

“None of this would have
been necessary had Russia not
invaded,” he said.

“The UK stands for values
of freedom, the rule of law,
human rights, and the protec-
tion of civilians. We will stand
side by side with Ukraine, we
will continue to support them
in defence of their sovereign
country,” he added.

Storm Shadows, a conven-
tionally-armed deep-strike
weapon with a range of more
than 250 kilometres, have been
used previously in the Gulf, Iraq
and Libya and can be fired by
aircraft.
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Kyiv (AP): Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy says his country’s
military needs more time to
prepare an anticipated coun-
teroffensive aimed at pushing
back Russian occupying forces
and opening a new chapter in
the war more than 14 months
after the Kremlin’s full-scale
invasion. Zelenskyy said in an
interview broadcast Thursday
by the BBC that it would be
“unacceptable” to launch the
assault now because too many
lives would be lost.

“With (what we have) we
can go forward and be success-
ful,” Zelenskyy said in the
interview, according to the
BBC. “But we’d lose a lot of
people. I think that’s unaccept-

able,” he was quoted as saying.
The interview was reportedly
carried out in Kyiv with pub-
lic service broadcasters who
are members of Eurovision
News, including the BBC.

“So we need to wait. We
still need a bit more time,”
Zelenskyy was quoted as say-
ing. A Ukrainian fightback
against Russia’s invasion has
been expected for weeks.
Ukraine is receiving advanced
Western weapons, including
tanks and air defences, and
Western training for its troops
as it gears up for an expected
assault. While a counterpunch
is possible as the weather in
Ukraine improves, there has
been no word on when it
might happen. Zelenskyy’s

remarks could be a red herring
to keep the Russians guessing,
and ammunition supply diffi-
culties faced by both sides have
added more uncertainty.

A claim by the Ukrainian
military on Wednesday that it
had advanced up to two kilo-
metres (1.2 miles) around the
hotly contested eastern city of
Bakhmut brought speculation
that the counteroffensive was
already underway. 

But Serhii Cherevatyi,
spokesman for Ukraine’s
Operational Command East,
told The Associated Press that
the attack was not the “grand
counteroffensive, but it’s a
harbinger showing that there
will be more such attacks in
the future.”
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Israeli airstrikes in the Gaza
Strip killed a fourth militant

commander on Thursday, the
army said, as the Palestinian
death toll from the latest burst
of fighting rose to 26.

Rocket fire toward south-
ern Israel continued even as
Egypt pressed on with attempts
to broker a cease-fire.

It has been the worst bout
of fighting between Israel and
Palestinian militants in Gaza in
months, and among the dead
were also women and children.

The conflagration comes at
a time of soaring tensions and
spiking violence over the past
year in the occupied West
Bank. Early on Thursday, the
Israeli military carried out
strikes against the Islamic Jihad
militant group and said a senior
commander in charge of the
group’s rocket launching force,
Ali Ghali, was killed when his
apartment was hit.

Later in the day, Israel said
it killed another Islamic Jihad
commander who was meant to
replace Ghali in southern Gaza,

though the claim could not
immediately be verified.

The Health Ministry in
Gaza said 26 people have been
killed since the fighting erupt-
ed. Military spokesman Rear
Adm. Daniel Hagari told Israeli
Army Radio that two other
militants were also killed in the
early morning strike, although
no group immediately claimed
them as members, and that the
rest of the building remained
intact.

“The apartment was target-
ed in a very precise way,”
Hagari said. “I hope this leads
to a reduction, a blow and a dis-
ruption of the Islamic Jihad
rocket abilities.”

The strikes targeted the
top floor of a building in a res-
idential, Qatari-built complex
in southern Gaza Strip. The
pre-dawn airstrike in the city of
Khan Younis caused damage to
three surrounding 
buildings.
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Berlin (AP): German police
have detained a suspect in
connection with an explosion
at a residential building that
injured at least a dozen peo-
ple Thursday, some of them
seriously, a senior security
official said.

The interior minister of
North Rhine-Westphalia state,
Herbert Reul, said 10 fire-
fighters and two police offi-
cers were injured in the blast
at a high-rise building in the
town of Ratingen. A body was
also recovered from the build-
ing, he said. The identity of
the person and the circum-
stances of their death weren’t
immediately known.
Firefighters and police were
called to the building in the
morning after concerns were
raised about two residents.
Following the explosion,
heavily armed officers took up
positions around the site,
with television footage show-
ing police snipers positioned
on a balcony across the road
from the building as smoke
poured out of a top-floor
apartment.
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For the first time in Pakistan’s
history, the US dollar on

Thursday hit the 300 rupees
barrier against the local curren-
cy in the interbank as well as the
open market as the cash-
strapped country faced politi-
cal turmoil following the arrest
of former prime minister Imran
Khan. 

The Pakistani rupee has
taken a big hit since Tuesday as
violent protests broke out in dif-
ferent parts of the country fol-
lowing the arrest of Khan in a
corruption case.

The Karachi Stock
Exchange and the currency
market both showed clear signs
of the unstable political situa-
tion in the country with
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
workers protesting in many
parts of the country.

According to currency
dealers, the US dollar was sell-
ing at 301 rupees at one point
in the open market before trad-
ing ended for the day while in
the interbank it had hit 299
rupees in mid-afternoon.

“This is the first time the
dollar has crossed the 300
rupees market in our history
and just shows how much
impact the ongoing violent
protests are having on the econ-
omy,” Zafar Bostan of the
Pakistan Forex Exchange
Association said. 

On Wednesday, the dollar
had risen by eight rupees or 1.8
per cent and was available at
292 rupees and when the mar-
kets opened on Thursday the
downslide continued with the
rupee rapidly losing more value
to the dollar. Paracha currency
exchange accused the banks of
again using the deepening polit-

ical crisis to make money
“unlawfully”.

The central bank in the past
has also said that the banking
market was responsible for arti-
ficially increasing the dollar
rates to earn profits, and it had
announced that it would
penalise these banks.

Financial analysts said the
worsening economic situation
had only got worse after the
arrest of PTI chairman Khan.

The violent protests follow-
ing the arrest of the cricketer-
turned-politician have left at
least eight people dead and
nearly 300 others injured in
clashes between protesters and
law enforcement agencies and
prompted the authorities to
deploy the army in the country’s
capital Islamabad, as well as in
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
and Balochistan provinces to
maintain law and order.
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Pakistan President Arif Alvi on
Thursday expressed distress over the

political turmoil and unrest in the coun-
try following the arrest of former prime
minister Imran Khan and urged all con-
cerned to look for political solutions,
rather than coercion and arrests.

Khan, 70, was arrested in a corruption
case on Tuesday on the orders of the
National Accountability Bureau (NAB) by
paramilitary Rangers, who barged into a
room of the Islamabad High Court where
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief
was present for biometrics before the hear-
ing of a corruption case.

Alvi, who was a member of Khan’s PTI
party before he became Pakistan President
in 2018, in a long Twitter statement said
that he was “alarmed, shocked & deeply
disturbed over the current situation in the
country”.

The violent protests have left at least
eight people dead and nearly 300 others
injured in clashes between protesters and
law enforcement agencies and prompted
the authorities to deploy the army in the

country’s capital Islamabad, as well as in
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan provinces to maintain law and
order.  According to reports, Lahore and
Peshawar faced the worst situation with
incidents of arson and firings.

“The loss of human lives as an after-
math is heart-wrenching, regrettable,
unfortunate & highly condemnable,” Alvi’s
tweet read.  Acknowledging protests to be
every citizen’s constitutional right, he
said that it should “always remain within
the bounds of the law.”

“The way some miscreants have
damaged public property, particularly
government and military buildings, is con-
demnable. We must re-think & look for
political solutions, rather than coercion &
arrests. I have conveyed my concerns to
the political & military leadership & am
hopeful that the situation can improve,”
the tweet added.

“I strongly appeal to all citizens of the
country to remain peaceful,” the tweet
concluded. Pakistan’s former foreign min-
ister Shah Mehmood Qureshi, a close aide
of ousted prime minister Imran Khan was
also arrested on Thursday.
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Pakistan’s main opposition
party on Thursday denied

any involvement in the violent
protests that erupted after the
arrest of its chief Imran Khan,
describing the army’s terse
statement as “contrary to facts”
and “based on a poor under-
standing of ground realities.”

In a statement shared on
Twitter, the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) said it believes in
achieving its goals by remain-
ing peaceful, non-violent and
adhering to the Constitution.

“PTI has always discour-
aged deviance from the
Constitution and law. The pub-
lic reaction after the arrest of
Imran Khan is connected to
many factors,” it said.

“The statement is a sad col-
lection of hatred and revenge-
based narratives against the
most reliable, popular and
largest political party of
Pakistan,” the party said.

It said the statement issued
on Wednesday by the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the Army’s media wing,
was “contrary to facts” and
“based on a poor understand-
ing of ground realities,” the
Dawn newspaper reported.

PTI’s rebuttal comes a day

after the Pakistan Army on
Wednesday warned former
prime minister Khan’s sup-
porters of “severe retaliation” in
the wake of attacks on its
installations.

Enraged over the arrest of
their leader in a corruption case
on Tuesday, the supporters of
the PTI chief stormed the
General Headquarters of the
Army. They set the residence of
the Lahore Corps Commander
on fire while attacking military
vehicles and installations.

“We will not allow anyone
to take the law into their
hands,” the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR), the
Army’s media wing said in a
terse statement. The ISPR said
that on the one hand, these
miscreants evoke the nation’s
emotions for achieving their
“limited and selfish objectives”
and on the other hand, they
deceive people, continuing to
highlight the army’s impor-
tance.

“This is an example of
hypocrisy,” it stated. The mili-
tary’s media wing said that “this
group wearing a political cloak”
has done what enemies could
not do in 75 years, all “in the
lust for power”.

May 9 will be remembered
as a “black chapter” in history

due to the protestors “targeting
army property and installa-
tions” after the arrest of Khan,
it said.

“The army showed
patience and restraint and exer-
cised extreme tolerance, not
even caring about its reputa-
tion, in the larger interest of the
country,” the statement said.

“Any further attack on the
army, including all law enforce-
ment agencies, military and
state installations and proper-
ties will be severely retaliated,
the responsibility of which will
be on this very group that
wants to push Pakistan into a
civil war and has expressed it
multiple times,” it said.

The army’s remarks came
a day after paramilitary forces
whisked away Khan on the
orders of the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
officials who barged into a
room of the Islamabad High
Court on Tuesday.

An anti-corruption court
on Wednesday sent the former
prime minister on an eight-day
physical remand to the anti-
corruption watchdog.

At least eight people have
died and nearly 300 others
injured across Pakistan in vio-
lent clashes between Khan’s
supporters and security forces. 
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The UN Human Rights chief
has called on protestors in

Pakistan to refrain from vio-
lence and urged restraint by
security forces, saying the rule
of law is key to resolving polit-
ical conflicts as anti-govern-
ment protests engulfed the
country following the arrest of
former prime minister Imran
Khan.

Violent protests following
the arrest of the chief of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party
in a corruption case have left at
least eight people dead and
nearly 300 others injured in
clashes between protesters and
law enforcement agencies.  

The office of the United
Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights Volker Turk
tweeted: “Internet restrictions
must be lifted. Freedom of
expression, peaceful assembly
and the rule of law are key to
resolving political conflicts —
with no place for dispropor-
tionate force. Protesters should
refrain from violence.”

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres has also
taken note of the ongoing
protests in Pakistan following
Khan’s arrest, urging authorities

to respect due process and
calling for all parties to refrain
from violence.

Guterres urged authorities
in Pakistan to respect due
process and the rule of law in
proceedings brought against
the country’s former prime
minister, a statement issued by
Farhan Haq, Deputy
Spokesperson for the Secretary-
General, said on Wednesday.

The statement said that
Guterres “takes note” of the
ongoing protests that have
erupted following Khan’s arrest
on Tuesday in Islamabad High
Court premises. Guterres calls
“for all parties to refrain from
violence. He stresses the need
to respect the right to peaceful
assembly”.
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Karachi (PTI): A suspected
suicide bomber was killed
and a deadly attack on the
Chinese nationals working in
a shipyard in the port city of
Pakistan’s Karachi was foiled
by the security forces, police
said on Thursday.

The incident happened
on Wednesday when securi-
ty officials discovered that a
suspect was planning to carry
out a suicide attack on the
Chinese nationals at the ship-
yard in Karachi’s Port Qasim.  

Senior Superintendent
Police Hasan Sardar said they
killed a suspected terrorist
who was planning to carry
out a suicide attack against
Chinese nationals working at
the shipyard in Port Qasim.

“The terrorist was shot
dead after the police increased
the security for the foreign
workers after an intelligence
tipoff that a banned outfit had
planned a terror attack on
Tuesday,” he said.

He said that the suspect-
ed terrorist was shot dead
after he had retaliated with
fire following a confrontation
with security forces when he
was seen approaching the
foreign nationals at the ship-
yard.
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Indonesian President Joko
Widodo somberly acknowl-

edged to fellow Southeast Asian
leaders on Thursday that no
progress has been made to end
the civil strife gripping
Myanmar and renewed a call for
an end to the violence, includ-
ing a recent airstrike a rights
group called an “apparent war
crime.”

“I have to be honest,”
Widodo told fellow leaders of
the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations on the final day
of their two-day summit in the
Indonesian harbour town of
Labuan Bajo. 

“There has been no signif-
icant progress in the implemen-
tation of the five-point consen-
sus.”

ASEAN’s chairperson this
year, Widodo was referring to a
peace plan forged by the 10-

nation bloc with Myanmar’s
top general in 2021 that called
for an immediate end to the vio-

lence and dialogue among con-
tending parties to be brokered
through an ASEAN special

envoy. Myanmar’s military-led
government refused to take
steps to enforce the plan,
prompting ASEAN leaders to
exclude the country’s ruling
generals and their appointees
from the bloc’s summit meet-
ings. 

The generals have protest-
ed ASEAN’s move, which they
said strayed from the group’s
bedrock policy of non-interven-
tion in each other’s domestic
affairs and deciding by consen-
sus. Widodo called for unity, a
seemingly futile call as he spoke
with fellow heads of state in a
bayside hotel conference room
with the chair reserved for
Myanmar’s leader empty.Called
a “retreat,” the closed-door
meeting traditionally takes up
any controversial issue any
leader would like to raise.

Widodo said Myanmar’s crisis
was at the top of the agenda.

Founded in 1967 as a
diverse club of authoritarian
regimes, monarchs and nascent
democracies, ASEAN has come
under international pressure to
take tougher steps to address the
crisis in Myanmar. 

But ASEAN members
appeared to be divided, with
some recommending an easing
of punitive actions aimed at iso-
lating Myanmar’s generals and
allowing its top diplomat and
officials back to attend the sum-
mit meetings. “The time for iso-
lation has served its purpose,” an
internal ASEAN report obtained
by The Associated Press cited
“some member states” as saying
in a meeting of the bloc’s top
diplomats ahead of the leaders’
summit.
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The IMF, which extended a
USD 3 billion bailout facil-

ity to debt-ridden Sri Lanka, is
currently on a consultation
mission here to check on the
country’s progress of the pro-
gramme ahead of the expected
formal review in September.

The State Minister for
Finance Shehan Semasinghe
said the IMF senior team mem-
bers— Peter Breuer, the IMF
chief for Sri Lanka and Sarwat
Jahan, the IMF representative
in Sri Lanka— met President
Ranil Wickremesinghe in his
capacity as the Finance
Minister on Thursday.

The Washington-based
global lender’s staff team is cur-
rently on a visit to Sri Lanka
from May 11 to May 23.

“They are on a consultation
mission ahead of the
September review meeting. We
discussed the progress so far in
order to ensure that everything
falls in line,” Semasinghe said.

President Wickremesinghe
has expressed the government’s
commitment to fulfilling all
reforms outlined by the
Washington-based global
lender.The IMF bailout, the

17th in Sri Lanka’s history,
called for hard economic
reforms such as tax hikes, util-
ity rate hikes and divesting loss-
making state business enter-
prises which have been met
with stiff political opposition.

Having obtained the USD
3 billion facility, Sri Lanka is
currently negotiating debt
restructuring with bilateral and
multilateral creditors.

President Wickremesinghe
had said by mid-May the
restructuring programme
would come into effect.

On Tuesday, the island
nation’s authorities formally
presented Colombo’s request
for debt treatment at the first
meeting of the official creditor
committee, co-chaired by
India, Japan, and France.

“We reiterated our com-
mitment to transparency and
compatibility of treatment with
all our creditors and underlined
the need to address the coun-
try’s debt situation as soon as
possible,” Semasinghe had said.

Sri Lanka is yet to
announce its plan for external
and local debt restructuring,
and according to officials, con-
sultations on both aspects are
underway.
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AHong Kong newspaper
will stop publishing works

by the city’s most prominent
political cartoonist after his
drawings drew government
complaints, in another exam-
ple of hushed speech and
media voices after a Beijing-led
crackdown.

Chinese-language news-
paper Ming Pao did not elab-
orate on why it would end its
40-year partnership with
Wong Kei-kwan on Sunday in
its announcement.

Wong, better known by
his pen name Zunzi, told The
Associated Press the decision
was made through mutual
consultation.

“Everyone knows why
publication has to be halted,
but no one will confirm’ the
reason,” he said in a text mes-
sage Thursday to the AP with
two emojis showing a laugh-
ing face.

His comic drawings cari-
catured Hong Kong society’s
frustrations since before the
then-British colony was

returned to Chinese rule in
1997.

The newspaper and the
government departments that
complained about Wong’s
drawings have not responded
to requests for comment.

Wong said he feels the
city’s freedoms of speech and
expression are shrinking but
that he will continue to create
as long as he is able to. He will
try to find other channels to
publish his future cartoons, he
added.

“Honestly, I appreciate
very much that Ming Pao let
my cartoons be published
until now. If it had been other
platforms, the halting of pub-
lication would have happened
way earlier,” Wong said.

After Beijing imposed a
national security law following
massive pro-democracy
protests in 2019, the city’s art
and media communities have
learned to be wary of crossing
vaguely defined red lines in
producing art and other con-
tent that might be perceived as
challenging Communist Party
control.
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Acandidate in Turkiye’s pres-
idential election

announced his withdrawal
from the race on Thursday, a
move that’s likely to benefit
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s main challenger.

The candidate who pulled
out, Muharrem Ince, is the
leader of the center-left
Homeland Party. He was one of
four contenders running in
Sunday’s presidential election.
Turkiye holds a parliamentary
election the same day.

Ince had faced criticism for
potentially ciphering support
from the six-party Nation
Alliance, which has united
behind the candidacy of oppo-
sition leader Kemal
Kilicdaroglu, and thereby forc-
ing the presidential contest
into a second-round.

“I am withdrawing from
the race,” Ince told reporters in
front of his party’s headquar-
ters, following weeks of resist-
ing calls to step down. “I am
doing this for my country.”

Erdogan, who has led
Turkiye as prime minister and
president since 2003, is facing
the most challenging election of
his 20-year rule.

Polls have given
Kilicdaroglu a slight lead over
Erdogan, although neither can-
didate was expected to garner
the more than 50% of the vote
required to be elected in the
first round.

Ince had polled at around
8 per cent of the vote when his
candidacy was first announced,
but his popularity had since
dropped to around 2 per cent,

according to opinion surveys.
The firebrand politician

didn’t throw his support behind
another candidate, but analysts
said his withdrawal was likely
to boost Kilicdaroglu’s chances.

Nation Alliance members
welcomed Ince’s decision to
step down, expressing hope for
a first-round victory Sunday.
Kilicdaroglu called on Ince to
join the opposition coalition.

“Let’s leave old resent-
ments, old grievances behind,”
Kilicdaroglu wrote on Twitter.

Erdogan meanwhile, said
he regretted Ince’s decision.

“Of course, it is impossible
to understand why he with-
drew. Honestly, I was sad-
dened,” Erdogan said during an
election rally in Ankara.

“Now, we will continue
(this race) with the remaining
candidates. What matters is the
decision of my people.”

Ince said the Homeland
Party, which he formed in
2021, would still participate in
the parliamentary election, and
he called for votes for the party
“from each household.”
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Helsinki (AP): Two dozen
people, many of them school-
children, were injured when a
temporary pedestrian bridge
collapsed in the southern
Finnish city of Espoo on
Thursday, police and media
said.

Police said the bridge
crossing a construction site in
Espoo’s Tapiola region col-
lapsed mid-morning. 

No one was killed, but 24
people were injured, 10 of
them seriously. Espoo is a
neighboring city of the capital,
Helsinki.

“Several people fell a few
meters when the bridge col-
lapsed. 

The situation is being
investigated,” police said in a
statement.

Helsinki University
Hospital said it received 15 of
those injured. 

“The injuries are mostly
extremity fractures,” the hos-
pital said in a statement,
adding that the injured
belonged to a school group.
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State-owned Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC)

has discovered crude oil and
natural gas in two blocks in
Mumbai offshore, the compa-
ny said on Thursday without
giving details of reserves
found.

The discoveries, which
have been named ‘Amrit’ and
‘Moonga’, were made in the
blocks that the company won
in recent open acreage licens-
ing rounds.

In a statement, the firm
said it “has made discoveries
of oil and gas in MBS171HAA-
1 (Amrit) in OALP (Open
Acreage Licensing Policy)
block MB-OSHP-2017/1 in
Mumbai Offshore (SW) on the
Arabian Sea.”

“There is another remark-
able discovery in
M B S 1 8 2 H D A -
1(MBS182HDA-A) named
‘Moonga’ in OALP exploration
Block in Mumbai Offshore.”

ONGC said a detailed
assessment of the discoveries

was in progress.
“With these discoveries,

ONGC continues its impres-
sive streak in the OALP blocks
by making new discoveries in
consecutive years,” it said.

ONGC Director
(Exploration) Sushma Rawat
said that with these notable
findings in the OALP-I and
OALP-III rounds, ONGC reaf-
firms its exploration commit-
ment to unlocking the vast
potential of India’s hydrocar-

bon resources along with
reserves accretion, strength-
ening the nation’s energy secu-
rity.

“ONGC’s relentless pursuit
of exploring untapped regions
yielded these finds. By dili-
gently analyzing geological
data and employing advanced
technologies, ONGC success-
fully identified substantial oil
and gas reserves, reaffirming
the untapped potential within
the OALP blocks,” it added.
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The Economic Offences
Wing of the Delhi Police

has filed an FIR against
BharatPe co-founder Ashneer
Grover, his wife Madhuri Jain
Grover and family members
Deepak Gupta, Suresh Jain
and Shwetank Jain for an
alleged Rs 81 crore fraud after
a complaint by the fintech uni-
corn.

The FIR, a copy of which
has been seen by PTI, was filed
on Wednesday under eight
sections of the Indian Penal
Code.

The case has been regis-
tered under sections 406 (pun-
ishment for criminal breach of
trust), 408 (criminal breach of
trust by clerk or servant), 409
(criminal breach of trust by a
public servant, or by banker,
merchant or agent), 420 (cheat-
ing and dishonestly inducing
delivery of property), 467
(forgery of valuable security,
will, etc.), 468 (forgery for
purpose of cheating), 471
(using as genuine a forged) and
120B (punishment of criminal
conspiracy).

According to the FIR, the
company undertook an inter-
nal reconciliation of transac-
tions and was assisted by inde-

pendent professionals in this
regard. Several irregularities
and illegalities have come to the
attention of the company,
which give rise to the present
complaint.

BharatPe in the complaint
alleged that Grover and his
family caused damages of about
Rs 81.3 crore through illegiti-
mate payments to bogus
human resource consultants,
inflated and undue payments
through passthrough vendors
connected to the accused, sham
transactions in input tax cred-
it and payment of penalty to
GST authorities, illegal pay-
ment to travel agencies, forged
invoices by Madhuri Jain and
destruction of evidence.

If convicted, Grover,
Madhuri and others can face
up to anything between 10

years to life imprisonment.
EOW now has the power

to arrest all the accused.
BharatPe welcomed the

registration of FIR saying, “For
the last 15 months, the com-
pany has been facing a vicious
and malicious campaign run by
Grover against the company,
the board and its employees”.

“The registration of the
FIR is a step in the right direc-
tion, which unearths various
suspicious transactions made
by the family for their person-
al pecuniary gains,” it said in a
statement. The FIR, it said, will
now enable law enforcement
agencies to investigate deeper
into the criminality and bring
the culprits to books.

“We have full faith in our
country’s judicial and law
enforcement systems and are

optimistic that this case will
reach its logical conclusion. We
will continue to extend all pos-
sible cooperation to the author-
ities,” it added.

In December 2022,
BharatPe filed a criminal com-
plaint against Grover and his
family with the EOW of Delhi
Police, alleging fraud of Rs
81.28 crore, criminal breach of
trust, conspiracy, cheating,
forgery and destruction of evi-
dence. The same month, it
also filed a civil suit with the
Delhi High Court against its
former MD and co-founder
Grover and his family, seeking
up to Rs 88.67 crore in damages
for alleged cheating and embez-
zlement of funds.

The suit, running into
2,800 pages, alleges that Grover,
his wife Madhuri Jain and
other family members created
fake bills, enlisted fictitious
vendors to provide services to
the company and overcharged
the company for recruitment.

Madhuri Jain was the head
of controls at BharatPe and was
fired earlier in 2022 after a
forensic audit revealed several
irregularities. Subsequently,
Ashneer Grover resigned as
CEO in March 2022.

BharatPe, last year, hit the
headlines when Grover was

accused of using inappropriate
language and threatening a
Kotak Group employee for
failing to secure an allotment
and funding for the Nykaa
IPO for himself and his wife
Madhuri Jain Grover.

Thereafter, BharatPe
appointed Alvarez and Marsal,
Shardul Amarchand
Mangaldas and PwC to con-
duct a corporate governance
review and determine whether
Grover had committed willful
misconduct.

This led to the ouster of
Jain and Grover from the com-
pany and its board in March.

On May 10, 2022, BharatPe
said that after the detailed
review, the company had
decided to take steps against
employees involved in mis-
conduct and claw back Ashneer
Grover’s restricted shares.

“ The complaint  was
received at EOW and enquiry
has been conducted into the
allegations levelled against
alleged persons. From the
contents of the complaint and
enquiry conducted so far,
prima-facie offences punish-
able under Sections 406/408/
409/420/467/468/471/120B
IPC (Indian penal code) are
made out,” the FIR copy
reads.
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The government is working
on a proposal to bring out

the policy for online retailers
and e-commerce rules under
the consumer protection Act
on the same page to protect
consumers, a top official said
on Thursday.

Secretary of the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) Rajesh Kumar Singh
said that once the e-commerce
policy will be finalised, it will
be put up in the public domain
for views.

“We are holding discus-
sions to harmonise e-com-

merce policy and e-commerce
rules under the consumer pro-
tection act...While doing so, we
will try to ensure that whether
a regulator or some other
way...Rules that will ensure
that the customer is the king,”
Singh told reporters here.

He added that the talks are
at an advanced stage.

“So the e-commerce poli-
cy and e-commerce rules
under the consumer protection
act both will be brought on the
same page...Kind of congruent
with each other. That is the
idea and we are working on
that,” he said.

Talking about the govern-
ment-promoted Open

Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC), the sec-
retary said that it would help
democratise the e-commerce
sector in the country.

He said that “no funding
and no tailor-made policies”
would be there specifically to
promote the network.

He said this while replying

to a question whether there is
any plan to extend incentives
like UPI to ONDC.

“We want all e-commerce
players to be part of this net-
work,” Singh said.

ONDC CEO T Koshy said
that an online system is there
for grievance redressal.

So far, there are 46 network
participants on the ONDC
and the number is expected to
at least double this year, Koshy
said adding there are 17 cities
where 100 merchants are on-
boarded the network and
about 5-6 cities, where over
1,000 have joined.

Out of 46, seven are logis-
tics partners and 12 are from

selling side. A total of over
36,000 merchants have joined
the network and at present
over 35,000 transactions are
happening on a daily basis,
which is expected to go up to
one lakh by the end of 2023.

By the end of this year,
over 75, 000 merchants are
likely to on board.   Koshy said
that ONDC provides hand-
holding support to the network
participants to build a thresh-
old like provide trained man-
power to get merchants on
boarded. ONDC is a network
enabler and not a platform,
and therefore it has systemat-
ically worked towards adding
more network participants,

merchants, cities and transac-
tions (orders per day) to the
network.

It has also added mobility
in Kochi, in January and in
Bengaluru in April, which has
seen a jump to over 35,000
rides a day from these two
cities. At the same time, other
domains like fashion, beauty
and personal care, electronics
and appliances were added
since January this year, and are
gradually expanding.

Most of these orders have
been intercity, with major
logistics providers like
ShipRocket, Delhivery,
Loadshare being live as part of
the network.

New network participants
on the buyer side include
PhonePe’sPincode and Airpay,
while leading enterprises such
as HUL and ITC, as well as
promising startups, have gone
live on the seller side.
Incorporated on December
31, 2021, ONDC is a Section 8
company.

It is an initiative of the
DPIIT to create a facilitative
model to help small retailers
take advantage of digital com-
merce. It is not an application,
platform, intermediary, or soft-
ware but a set ofspecifications
designed to foster open,
unbundled, and interoperable
open networks.
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Cotton Association of India
(CAI) on Thursday con-

tinued to reduce its cotton crop
estimate for the 2022-23 sea-
son, beginning from October
1, 2022, to 298.35 lakh bales as
production is expected to
decline in Maharashtra,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu and
Odisha.             The cotton crop
is expected to reduce in
Maharashtra and Telangana
by 2 lakh bales each, in Tamil
Nadu by 0.50 lakh bales and
Odisha by 0.15 lakh bales,
CAI said in a statement.

Overall cotton production
during the previous season is
estimated at 307.05 lakh bales,
the statement added.

The total cotton supply
for October 2022 to April 2023
is estimated at 263.06 lakh

bales, which consists of the
arrivals of 224.17 lakh bales,
imports of 7 lakh bales and the
opening stock at 31.89 lakh
bales at the beginning of the
season.

Further, the CAI has esti-
mated cotton consumption
from October 2022 to April
2023 at 179 lakh bales while
the export shipments up to
April 30, are estimated at 12

lakh bales.
Stock at the end of April

2023 is estimated at 72.06 lakh
bales including 52.06 lakh
bales with textile mills and the
remaining 20 lakh bales with
the Cotton Corporation of
India, Maharashtra Federation
and others (MNCs, traders,
ginners, among others) includ-
ing cotton sold but not deliv-
ered.
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The initial public offering
(IPO) of Nexus Select

Trust, the first REIT backed by
rent-yielding retail real estate
assets, was subscribed 5.45
times on the last day of sub-
scription on Thursday.

The Rs 3,200-crore share
sale received bids for 101.03
crore units against 18.52 crore
units on offer, according to an
update available with the NSE.

The portion for non-insti-
tutional investors received
6.23 times subscriptions while
Qualified Institutional Buyers
(QIBs) part got subscribed
4.81 times.

On Monday, Nexus Select
Trust raised Rs 1,440 crore
from anchor investors.

The Real  Estate
Investment Trust is sponsored

by Blackstone.
The offer had a fresh issue

of units worth up to Rs 1,400
crore and an Offer For Sale
(OFS) of up to Rs 1,800 crore.

The company had fixed
the price band at Rs 95 per
unit to Rs 100 per unit for the
issue.

Nexus Select Trust has a
portfolio of 17 operational
shopping malls, including
Delhi’s premium Select City

Walk, across 14 major cities
covering a 9.8 million square
feet area. It operates two hotels
with 354 keys, and also office
spaces as part of mixed-use
development.

Post-IPO, the sharehold-
ing of Blackstone in Nexus
Select Trust will come down to
43 per cent from 60 per cent.
Select City Walk promoters’
stake will reduce slightly to
24.3 per cent from 25 per cent
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India and Singapore are look-
ing at new growth drivers to

propel their relationship for the
next decade, Indian High
Commissioner to Singapore P
Kumaran said on Thursday,
asserting that the two countries
have an “active calendar” of
more than 20 bilateral mecha-
nisms, dialogues and exercises
being planned.

Speaking at the “B20 India
Conference on Resilient Supply
Chains for Trade and
Connectivity”, Kumaran said
that Singapore is an important

partner for India and the rela-
tionship between the two coun-
tries is growing.

“Singapore is a very special
partner for India, and it is evi-
dent from the fact that this year,
under its G20 Presidency, India
has invited Singapore to be a
guest country at the forum,” he
said.

“We have an active calen-
dar of more than 20 bilateral
mechanisms, dialogues, and
exercises. We are now looking
at new growth drivers to pro-
pel the relationship for the
next decade or more,” he said
in a keynote address at the con-

ference.
Attended by Indian and

Singaporean business commu-
nities, the conference aimed to

deliberate on the next steps for
resilient supply chains.

Singapore is India’s biggest
trade partner in ASEAN and

the 6th largest trade partner
(2020-21) globally, with a share
of 3.2 per cent of India’s over-
all trade. It is now directly con-
nected to 15 Indian cities by
eight airlines with more than
500 weekly flights both ways.

Kumaran pointed out that
when the ministers of the two
countries met last year at the
India-Singapore Ministerial
Roundtable (ISMR) in New
Delhi, they identified digital
connectivity, Fintech, renew-
able energy, green economy,
skill development and food
security as significant areas of
opportunity for collaboration

in the coming years.
Stressing the importance of

forging resilient supply chains
and global cooperation,
Kumaran underlined that the
current scenario is one of an
“ever-changing trade landscape
and external shocks, like
geopolitical upheavals, pan-
demics, global economic slow-
downs, fluctuating valuations
of foreign currencies, and
abrupt changes in policies by
importing countries.”

Adding that India is all set
to host the 18th G20 Summit
this year, Kumaran said, “B20
is the most prominent engage-

ment group of G20, and it is
natural to expect that the rec-
ommendations arising out of it
will be given utmost consider-
ation by the G20 leadership.”

India sees Global Value
Chains (GVCs) as one of the
key drivers for an economy’s
sustainable growth and devel-
opment, the High
Commissioner said.

“I am happy to note that
B20, under India’s Presidency,
has identified inclusive global
value chains for resilient glob-
al trade and investment as a
priority area for deliberations,”
he said. Emphasising that a

resilient supply chain can with-
stand disruptions and adapt to
changing circumstances,
Kumaran said, therefore, these
chains “prioritise flexibility,
redundancy, and diversification
to mitigate risks and ensure
continuity, as opposed to reg-
ular ones that have traditionally
focused mainly on efficiency
and cost.”

He stressed that these new
attributes are critical in today’s
globalised economy, as dis-
ruptions to supply chains can
cause unacceptable delays,
higher costs, and lost revenue
for businesses.
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Dhanuka Group chairman
RG Agarwal made a strong

pitch for the integration of
technological advancements,
such as drones and artificial
intelligence, with the agricul-
ture sector to enhance crop
yield, reduce costs, and ulti-
mately improve the income of
farmers. The Dhanuka Group
is a prominent player in the
agrochemical industry, with a
mission to empower farmers by
providing them with innovative
solutions. Addressing a press
conference here, Mr. Agarwal
said drones and artificial intel-
ligence are two of the most
promising technologies that
can revolutionize the agricul-
ture industry.

Drones have already been

used in the agriculture sector
for spraying pesticides and
other activities, but they can be
promoted on a larger scale
through public-private part-
nerships. We are also supplying
the first drones approved by
DGCA for use in agriculture as
well as spray services, he said.

He said the implementa-
tion of advanced technologies
like drones and artificial intel-
ligence will enable farmers to
compete more effectively in the
global market while improving
the efficiency of their farming
operations.
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Atotal of 2,071 complaints
against companies and

market intermediaries have
been disposed of through Sebi’s
SCORES platform in April,
according to data released by
Sebi on Thursday.

At the beginning of April,
as many as 2,030 complaints
were pending and 3,037 fresh
complaints were received dur-
ing the month.

The markets watchdog also
noted that as of April 2023, 24

complaints were pending for
more than three months, the
data showed.

These complaints were

related to investment advisers,
research analysts, corporate
governance, minimum public
shareholding, venture capital
funds, transfer/ dividend/
rights/ redemption and
takeover/ restructuring.

The average resolution
time for a complaint was 25
days, it added.

In a separate public notice,
Sebi mentioned 14 entities
against who complaints have
been for more than three
months on SCORES as on
April 2023.
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India’s Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on

Thursday invited Japanese
investors and business leaders
to explore investment oppor-
tunities in the country, saying
that New Delhi is easing a lot
of restrictions and ensuring
overall ease of doing business
in its walk towards Amrit
Kaal.

Indian government
describes ‘Amrit Kaal’, as the
25-year period culminating in
the centenary of the country’s
independence.

Sitharaman is on a two-
day official visit to Niigata,
Japan, to attend a G7 meeting.
India is an invitee to G 7
Finance Ministers and
Central Bank Governors
meeting.

Interacting with a group
of investors and business

leaders on the theme of
‘Rising Investment
Opportunities: Destination
India’, Sitharaman talked
about the initiatives of the
Indian government towards
building India in ‘Amrit Kaal’.

She further said the
Union Budget presented by
her in February was prepared
keeping in mind the needs of
the next 25 years to help
India become a developed
nation by 2047.

Referring to ‘Amrit Kaal’,
the finance minister said her
government’s focus is on on
four “Is”.
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A colourful San Siro was nearly full

an hour before kick-off, with both sets
of fans exchanging chants and insults
before the huge displays traditional to the
fixture were unfurled as the teams came
out.

But once the match was underway
there was really only one team on the
pitch, with nominal away side Inter look-
ing the more settled and dynamic off the
back of five straight wins and the recent
hot form of their attack.

It didn't take long for the away side
to open the scoring and it was a fabulous
Dzeko goal which did it in the eighth
minute.

The Bosnia striker held off Davide
Calabria and met Calhanoglu's inswing-
ing corner with a perfect volley which left
Milan goalkeeper Mike Maignan with no
chance.

With their tails up and their fans
falling over each other with joy in the
Curva Nord, Inter went for Milan and
three minutes later Mkhitaryan doubled
their lead.

Federico Dimarco was set scamper-
ing down the left flank and his low cut-
back was first left by Lautaro Martinez
and then collected by Armenian mid-
fielder Mkhitaryan, who smashed in his
fifth goal of the season.

Milan escaped being three goals
down after just a quarter of an hour when
Calhanoglu nearly silenced the boos of
his former supporters with a long-range
drive which crashed out off the post.

And Martinez then won a penalty
which was rightly overturned by refer-
ee Jesus Gil Manzano following a look
at the pitch-side monitor.

Dzeko should have all but sealed the
tie when one-on-one with Maignan in
the 53rd minute and not long after, while
Milan's fans unleashed a volley of flares
and explosives, Tonali held his head in
despair after striking the bottom of the
post.

However that was the last major
chance of the game for Milan as Inter
comfortably held off their rivals for the
final half an hour and then bathed in the
applause of their supporters who are
dreaming of a trip to Turkey.
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Inter Milan have one foot in the
Champions League final after an
impressive 2-0 win over AC Milan in

Wednesday's pulsating last-four derby.
Inter have the upper hand ahead of

Tuesday's second leg of the biggest Milan
derby of a generation thanks to strikes in
the first 11 minutes from Edin Dzeko and
Henrikh Mkhitaryan.

Inter could have won by a wider mar-
gin as Hakan Calhanoglu smashed a shot
off the post and Dzeko wasted a great
chance early in the second half, but they
are still heavy favourites to reach the final
of Europe's top club competition for the
first time since they last won it 13 years
ago.

"Sometimes I don't score goals and
that's all anyone talks about, but I also give
something else," Dzeko told Prime Video
after his third goal since January.

"Today I worked for the team and that
was what was needed in such a big
match."

Reaching the final would be extra
sweet for Inter as it would avenge semi-
and quarter-final eliminations at the
hands of Milan in 2003 and 2005.

The winners of the tie will face hold-
ers Real Madrid or Manchester City in the
June 10 showpiece in Istanbul. The first
leg of that semi-final finished 1-1 in Spain
on Tuesday.

Milan, who also struck the woodwork
through Sandro Tonali, have their work
cut out if they want to have a chance at
being crowned European champions for
the eighth time and will hope Rafael Leao
is available for next week's decisive clash.

The absence of star man Leao left
Milan without their key attacking threat
and allowed Inter to play more on the
front foot knowing their opponents did-
n't have the Portugal winger's pace in their
armoury.

"We conceded two quick goals, and
against Inter that's difficult to come
back from," Milan defender Fikayo
Tomori told Prime Video.

"We're disappointed, we could have
done better, especially at the beginning,
but we need to believe if we're going to
reach the final."
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Simone Inzaghi can already see his Inter Milan
team in next month's Champions League final

after an impressive 2-0 win over local rivals AC Milan
in the last four on Wednesday.

Inzaghi was in confident mood after watching
his team dominate the first leg, missing several
chances to make the scoreline humiliating for their
cross-town rivals. "We played a brilliant first half,
but it's a tight scoreline for what we did out there,"
Inzaghi told reporters.

"Then in the second half we managed the game
well. Apart from (Sandro) Tonali's shot (which hit
the post) the boys did great in covering the whole
pitch. "It's a hugely positive night which gives us a
lot of satisfaction but we're missing one more piece
to attain a dream that we believed in since August.

"There are still seven days left. We know we've
got one more small step to go."

Milan could have star man Rafael Leao back for
Tuesday's second leg after the Portugal winger missed
Wednesday's match with a thigh injury.

Leao is crucial to Milan's attack and his absence
made Inter's job that much easier, but Inzaghi isn't
worried about the 23-year-old's potential return next
week. "We have played loads of derbies with Leao
playing and without him playing," said Inzaghi.

"He's a great player who is very important for
them but it won't change our plan for the match."

Milan coach Stefano Pioli said that his team still
believe that they can turn the result around on
Tuesday despite the two-goal deficit and having to
play as the nominal away side at the San Siro.

"I know my players, I know we can do better...
next week's match will be psychologically very dif-
ficult for both teams because we have the chance to
reach the final," Pioli told reporters.

"We have the chance to score some goals, put
them under pressure and set right what's happened.
"It's difficult, it won't be a walk in the park. It will
be difficult but we have to believe because football
has taught us that you can overcome all sorts of
obstacles."

in the quarter-finals at Banja Luka
and then pulling out of Madrid.
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Veteran Stan Wawrinka will

face 26th seed Grigor Dimitrov in the
last 64, the three-time Grand Slam
winner easing past Ilya Ivashka 6-4,
6-2.

Wawrinka, 38, and playing in the
Italian capital for the 18th time, hit
26 winners and saved the one break
point he faced.

"I was ready for it. I am playing
well. It was a good first match and I
am really happy to get through
again," said Wawrinka, who was run-
ner-up to Djokovic in Rome in 2008.

The former world number three
now down at 84 in the rankings
added: "I have been working hard to
get to this level. This year I am play-
ing much better, but I need to win

more matches."
In the women's event, Lesia

Tsurenko won an all-Ukrainian
clash, beating Elina Svitolina 6-4, 6-
3.

The 28-year-old Svitolina,
returning to the tour from materni-
ty leave, says the Russian invasion of
her country means her career now
has greater significance than in her
pre-motherhood days when she was
number three in the world and swept
up 16 titles.

"I want to make sure Ukraine is
still in the news," said 540th-ranked
Svitolina who is married to French
tennis star Gael Monfils.

"Playing tournaments, trying to
organise events on the side, connect-
ing with people around the events —
that's really important.

"The war continues, so we need
to continue helping people."
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Fabio Fognini edged out Andy
Murray in a battle of veteran ten-

nis dads to reach the Italian Open
second round on Wednesday.

Fognini, ranked outside of the
top 100 for the first time in 14 years,
came through 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 against
his fellow 35-year-old.

Former number seven Fognini
delighted his home crowd with a
controlled final set serving display in
which he conceded just three points.

It was his fifth win in nine career
meetings with Murray but just his
third on the tour in 2023.

The Italian maverick, like
Murray a father of three, fired 46
winners past the former world num-
ber one and three-time major win-
ner in a first round tie which
stretched to almost three hours.

"For sure I'm happy because
coming back from injury is never
easy, especially at our age. But win-
ning here in Rome against a really
big player like Andy," said Fognini,
who has been troubled by a foot
injury.

"Now it's important to recover.
It's going to be tricky and a nice ques-
tion to my mind if I will recover well.
But I just want to enjoy this night and
going home with this victory."

Next up for Fognini is a clash
with Miomir Kecmanovic while
42nd-ranked Murray, the 2016
champion in Rome, licks his wounds
after celebrating his first title since
2019 at the Aix-en-Provence
Challenger on Sunday.

Novak Djokovic will begin his
bid to retain the Italian Open title
against Tomas Etcheverry after the
61st-ranked Argentine beat Luca

Van Assche of France in the first
round 7-6 (9/7), 6-3.

Djokovic comes into the tour-
nament he has won six times recov-
ering from an elbow injury and set
to lose top spot in the world rank-
ings to Carlos Alcaraz.

Alcaraz just needs to play a
match in the Italian capital to return
to the world number one ranking
ahead of the French Open which
starts later this month.

Djokovic won his record-
equalling 22nd Grand Slam at the
Australian Open in January.

However, he missed the
American hard-court swing in
March due to his refusal to be vac-
cinated.

The 35-year-old has endured a
tough start to the European clay-
court season, being eliminated in the
last 16 at the Monte Carlo Masters,
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India were on Thursday drawn
in a tough Group B of the 2023

AFC Asian Cup alongside the
continent's heavyweights Aus-
tralia, Syria and Uzbekistan
here. The draw was conducted
at the Qatar Opera House in the
Qatari capital.

The Blue Tigers, who are
placed at 101 in the FIFA rank-
ings, will be playing the Asian
Cup for the fifth time. India's
opponents in the tournament
proper, Australia are ranked
29th in the world, Uzbekistan
are 74th, and Syria occupy the
90th position. 

All India Football Federa-
tion (AIFF) president Kalyan
Chaubey, senior men's nation-
al team head coach Igor Stimac,
and women's side coach May-
mol Rocky were present at the
venue for the official draw cer-
emony.

Beginning from Pot 4, India

were the first team to be drawn
into Group B, gaining B4, after
which they were placed along-
side Syria (B3), Uzbekistan (B2)
and Australia (B1), respectively.

In other groups, tourna-
ment hosts and defending
champions Qatar are the top
seeded team in Group A with
their title defence to begin
against two-time runners-up
China, followed by matches
against Tajikistan and Lebanon.

Three-time winners Iran,
1996 runners-up United Arab
Emirates, Hong Kong, China
and Palestine will vie for the
knockout stage spots in Group
C while record four-time win-
ners Japan, Indonesia, 2007
champions Iraq and Vietnam
were drawn in Group D.

Twice champions South
Korea, the top seeded team in
Group E, will have Malaysia,
Jordan and Bahrain to contend
with while Group F will have
three-time winners Saudi

Arabia, Thailand, Kyrgyz Re-
public and Oman fighting for
the knockout stage spots.

The top two teams from
each group will directly qualify
for the Round of 16, while the
four best third-placed teams
will join them in the knockouts
to make up the numbers.

India were eliminated in the
groups stage in the last edition
in the UAE, despite kicking off
their campaign with a convinc-
ing win against Thailand.

GROUPINGS:
Group A: Qatar, China PR,
Tajikistan, Lebanon
Group B: Australia, Uzbekistan,
Syria, India
Group C: IR Iran, United Arab
Emirates, Hong Kong, Palestine
Group D: Japan, Indonesia,
Iraq, Vietnam
Group E: Korea Republic,
Malaysia, Jordan, Bahrain
Group F: Saudi Arabia, Thai-
land, Kyrgyz Republic, Oman.
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Keeping the Paris Olympics
in mind, star Indian shut-

tler Kidambi Srikanth has hired
an Indonesian coach to help
him ramp up his game in the
run-up to next year's show-
piece.

The qualification period
for the 2024 Olympics began
from May 1 and Srikanth, who
has been struggling with form,
has availed the services of
Wiempie Mahardi to help him
train.

"I have been trying to get
a coach since December 2021,
when Agus left. Now I have an
Indonesian coach Wiempie
Nahardi. I met him when I
went to Indonesia to train for
three weeks. He came to India
in last week of April," former
world number one Srikanth
said. India are yet to appoint a
foreign coach for men's singles
players since the abrupt depar-
ture of Indonesia's Agus Dwi
Santoso in December 2021.
After PV Sindhu parted ways
with Park Tae Sang in February,
the Korean has been helping
out the men's singles players.

"I was trying to get a coach
through TOPS but somehow, it

didn't work out. In January, I
had sent SAI the proposal and
since then it has been on hold.
Since the Olympic qualification
period was also starting in
May, I couldn't hold any longer,
so I decided to do it myself,"
Srikanth said.

A former world top 25
player, Mahardi has more than
10 years of coaching experi-
ence, having trained players in
different clubs across countries.

Srikanth achieved unprece-
dented success in 2017 when
Indonesian coach Mulyo
Handoyo had taken over the
training responsibilities. The
Indian went on to win four tit-
les that season. Another Indo-
nesian coach, Agus Dwi San-
toso, had an impact on him
when he joined the Indian set-
up in 2020.

"I don't think it (a person-
al coach) will work for every-
one but it worked for me in the
past. When Mulyo was there, I
did really well, and Agus was
there I did well. So this
Indonesian style works for me,
that's why I needed a coach.

"It is not easy to play with-
out a coach, I mean that is the
minimum requirement for a
player," said the player.
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India would be aiming to bet-
ter their best-ever show

when the trio of Deepak Bho-
ria, Mohammad Hussamudin
and Nishant Dev step inside
the ring against tough oppo-
nents in pursuit of summit
berths in the men's boxing
World Championships here
on Friday.

The fact that all three
medals have come in Olympic
categories augers well for India
heading into the Asian Games,
which is the first qualifying
event for the Paris Olympics.

India have never had three
semifinalists at the marquee
event for amateur boxers and
in that respect, the three box-
ers have already scripted his-
tory.

In 2019, Amit Panghal
became the first Indian male
boxer to reach the final, which
was a gigantic step forward for
the sport in the country and
now Deepak, Hussmudin and
Nishant have the chance to
take it forward.

The task, however, is eas-
ier said than done. All three of
them have tough opponents
standing in their path to the
final.

Deepak (51kg) has in his
way two-time World Cham-
pionships medallist Bilala
Bennama. The Frenchman,
who is also the 2022 European
champion, will be eager to
change the shade of his two
bronze medals.

Hussamuddin (57kg), on
the other hand, will go up
against Cuba's Saidel Horta,
who knocked out Worlds and
Asian Championships silver
medallist top seed Serik
Temirzhanov of Kazakhstan in
the quarterfinals.

Nishant (71kg) will face
2022 Asian Champion and
2018 Asian Games silver
medallist Aslanbek Shymber-
genov of Kazakhstan.

It is a chance for Deepak
to either replicate or better the
silver-winning feat of former
world number one Panghal,
who has been the first choice
in this weight category for long.
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India's Divya TS and Sarabjot
Singh emerged third-time

lucky as a pair, winning gold in
the 10m air pistol mixed team
event of the ISSF World Cup
here on Thursday.

Shooting on competition
day two, the Indian pair who
had finished fifth in two earlier
World Cup stages in Cairo and
Bhopal respectively, broke
through with a fine 581 to top
the 55-team qualification, assur-
ing them of a medal and a spot
in the gold medal match.

Up against Serbian legends
Damir Mikec and Zorana Aru-
novic in the most important
match, the Indians held their
own to pull off a nerve-wrack-
ing 16-14 win and finish top of
the podium. It was a second
ISSF World Cup gold for
Sarabjot in back-to-back tourna-
ments, having won the individ-
ual air pistol in Bhopal in March,
while for Divya it was a first
senior medal at this level. Ismail
Keles and Simal Yilmaz of
Turkey won bronze.
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Yashasvi Jaiswal continued his sen-
sational run in the IPL by smash-
ing the fastest fifty in tournament

history as Rajasthan Royals cruised to a
nine-wicket win over Kolkata Knight
Riders to resurrect their playoff hopes
here on Thursday.

Records tumbled at the Eden
Gardens as Yuzvendra Chahal became
IPL's leading wicket-taker before com-
pleting a brilliant 4/25 to restrict KKR
to a below-par 149/8.

On a day KKR batters struggled to
time the ball, 21-year-old Jaiswal showed
the way by bringing up fastest fifty in the
history of IPL in just 13 balls, bettering
the previous record held by KL Rahul
and Pat Cummins (14 balls each).

Jaiswal remained two runs shy of a
century (98 from 47 balls), a knock stud-
ded with 12 fours and five sixes as RR
cantered to victory 13.1 overs.

Samson gave fine support to the
southpaw with a 48 not out from 29 balls
as the duo shared an unbroken match-
winning partnership of 121 runs off just
69 balls.

The win with 41 balls to spare also
took them to third spot (12 points from
12 matches), giving a massive boost to
their net run-rate (0.0633) as the play-
off race heats up.

It is all but over for KKR who slipped
to seventh place (10 points, 12 match-
es). Jaiswal made his intention clear in
the first over itself when KKR skipper
Nitish Rana made a bold move to bowl
himself.

Wasting no time, Jaiswal seized on
the opportunity and smashed Rana for
two sixes and two fours in a row in a 26-
run over.

He hit Shardul Thakur with a hat-
trick of fours to race to his fifty in the
third over itself as RR virtually sealed the
issue scoring 78/1 inside powerplay.

To pile on the KKR misery, Sunil
Narine dropped an easy catch when
Samson was on 16.

The skipper then came on his own

when he smoked Jharkhand leftarm
spinner Anukul Roy for three sixes in a
20-run over.

On a day RR dished out an eye-grab-
bing fielding display, Chahal (187 wick-
ets) eclipsed Dwayne Bravo (183) to
become the all-time leading wicket-taker
of the IPL when he struck off his second
ball to dismiss KKR skipper Rana (22;
17b) in the 11th over.

Chahal's breakthrough came just
when KKR looked to step up after a
pathetic start when two astonishing
catches of Shimron Hetmyer and
Sandeep Sharma set the tone.

Both came in Trent Boult's succes-
sive overs as the Kiwi leftarm pacer
returned with 2/15 from his three overs
on his return.

After an expensive second over
when he leaked 15 runs, Chahal came
back in the death overs and dismissed
KKR topscorer Venkatesh Iyer (57; 42b)
and Shardul Thakur (1) in four balls.

He ended his spell dismissing the the
latest KKR sensation Rinku Singh (16)
in the penultimate over to also become
the leading wicket-taker this season (21).

Put in on a dry Eden wicket, KKR
frontline batters came a cropper, as
Venkatesh held the fort and returned to
form with a fighting fifty.

From being two off 12 balls,
Venkatesh paced his innings well and
raced to a 39-ball fifty. But he slashed a
wide delivery from Chahal to be brilliant-
ly caught by Boult.

Andre Russell (10) failed to make it
big after he was promoted to No 5 and
fell to KM Asif (1/34).

KKR, who were 58/2 after nine
overs, looked to seize the momentum
after taking a strategic time out in the
10th over.

Venkatesh finally broke free smash-
ing Ashwin for back-to-back sixes, while
Rana ended the over with an elegant four
through extra-cover to take them to 76/2
at the midway mark.

KKR looked on course for a decent
total before Chahal triggered a mid-
innings collapse.
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An upbeat Mumbai Indians
are likely to be tested to the

hilt by table-toppers and defend-
ing champions Gujarat Titans in
a vital Indian Premier League
match here on Friday.

For the first time in this IPL,
five-time winners MI have loo-
ked promising as they rose to the
third spot in the points table
with a six-wicket thumping of
Royal Challengers Bangalore
here on Tuesday.

The manner in which MI
thrashed RCB — chasing 200
inside 17 overs — highlighted
once again how successful their
batting has been, even though
for the second consecutive game
they reshuffled the order in a bid
to push their net run rate.

Despite their best batter
and captain Rohit Sharma
enduring a lean patch with five
single-digit scores on the trot,
MI's batting has been nearly
unstoppable here at the Wank-
hede Stadium as they successful-
ly chased a target of 200 or above
twice in three attempts.

Even against Punjab Kings,
MI replied with 201 for 6 while
chasing 215. However, the issue
for MI this year is not restrict-
ed to Rohit's form or the absence
of Jasprit Bumrah or Jofra
Archer, but their bowling which
has conceded four consecutive
totals above 200, and nearly did
so versus RCB again.

In the last three games here,
opposition sides have raked up
214/8, 212/7 and 199/6, making
the most of a flat wicket and per-
fect batting conditions — some-
thing that GT would also like to
target.

MI's bowling did well
against RCB to stop their charge
in the middle-overs, but GT are
not grappling with the issue of
not having in-form batters lower

in the order like RCB.
Suryakumar Yadav's 35-ball

83 and Nehal Wadhera's second
fifty of the season handed MI a
commanding win over RCB, but
the hosts would know that they
cannot afford any slip up against
the mighty GT, who are sitting
pretty at the top, largely unchal-
lenged.

Suryakumar's return to
form is the biggest positive for
MI, for whom the likes of Ishan
Kishan, Cameron Green, Tim
David and Tilak Varma have
done the bulk of scoring. It
remains to be seen if Varma is
fit for the contest on Friday.

The contest could, howev-
er, depend a lot on how MI's
free-flowing batters go against
eight overs of spin from Rashid
Khan and Noor Ahmad, who
has thrived in the company of
the senior Afghan.

With eight wins in 11 mat-
ches, GT are on the brink of
making it to the playoffs and be
the first team to do so.

The highlight for GT is that
they have not lost any of their
away games and all three loses
have so far come at their home
ground in Ahmedabad.

The opening pair of
Shubman Gill and Wriddhiman
Saha poses a lot of threat, and
GT have a long list of batters
who can up the ante in their bid
to get to big totals. 

Hardik and David Miller are
firing with the bat, and the dan-
gerous Rahul Tewatia's presence
adds more woes for the opposi-
tion.

In fact, GT are coming off
a huge 56-run win over
Lucknow Super Giants, having
recorded their highest-ever IPL
total of 227 for two.
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India dropped to third position
behind Pakistan and three points

adrift off world number one Australia
in the latest ICC ODI men's Team
rankings announced on Thursday.

Five-time world champions
Australia improved their rating from
113 to 118 following the annual
update, maintaining a slender lead
over Pakistan (116 points) and India
(115 points).

According to the ICC release,
"Prior to the annual rankings update,
Australia were at the top with 113
points with India behind them on
decimal count.

"Pakistan were ranked third,
with 112 points and briefly went to
the top of the charts after their vic-
tory in the fourth ODI against New
Zealand this month.”

Pakistan could have stayed at the
top position had they managed to
complete a 5-0 clean sweep against
New Zealand.

With only three rating points
now separating the top three teams,
an interesting battle at the top of the
rankings is imminent in the year of
the World Cup.

The ICC's annual rankings con-
sidered all ODI series completed
since May 2020 "with series complet-
ed before May 2022 weighted at 50
percent and all subsequent series
weighted at 100 percent".

"This means that Pakistan have
now pipped India in the second spot,
with their 4-0 away series defeat in
England no longer being counted.
Their 3-0 series loss in England in
2021 also has a reduced weightage,
helping them leapfrog India in the
charts," the ICC said.

India have been heavily impact-
ed by their 2-1 series loss at home
against Australia this year.

Among other teams, New
Zealand are placed fourth with 104
points followed by England, who
have ‘witnessed a massive 10-point
drop in their rating' are at fifth with
101 points.

While Afghanistan made a big
jump to move to the eighth spot and
get ahead of Sri Lanka (ninth) and
the West Indies (tenth), South Africa
were ranked sixth and Bangladesh
seventh.
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