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In a development related to
security provided to foreign

diplomats in Bangladesh,
Dhaka Govt has withdrawn the
“extra security escort” provid-
ed to top diplomats of India
and three other countries.
Bangladesh Foreign Minister
AK Abdul Momen said Dhaka
will not provide this service
with taxpayers’ money.

Policemen equipped with
riot gear used to escort in
their vans the envoys of India,
the United States, the UK, and
Saudi Arabia during their

movements in the city and an
intensified security vigil for
them was enforced following
the July 1, 2016 Islamist mili-
tant attack in a posh Dhaka
restaurant.

The attack killed 20 people
— 17 foreigners, including an
Indian girl. Most of the other
foreigners killed in the attack
were however Japanese and
Italians.

Continued on Page 2
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Ending a three-decade-long
chase, the State investiga-

tion agency of J&K Police
Tuesday claimed to have arrest-
ed two absconding Hizbul
Mujahideen terrorists involved
in the assassination of Mirwaiz
Maulvi Farooq at his Nageen
residence on May 21, 1990.

According to police, one of
the arrested terrorists identified
as Zahoor Ahmed Bhat of
Batmaloo had pulled the trig-
ger on Mirwaiz inside his bed-
room. The head priest was
killed by terrorists of Hizbul
Mujahideen which accused
him of being a “peacenik” and
an “Indian agent”.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the police control room
(PCR) in Srinagar, Special
Director General of Police
(CID) RR Swain said two
accused involved in the killing
of Mirwaiz — Javaid Bhat and
Zahoor Ahmed Bhat, both res-

idents of Srinagar — have been
arrested by the State
Investigating Agency (SIA).
The special DG, however,
maintained a discreet silence
about their whereabouts and
from where they were arrested.

Briefing the media, the
Special DG said the duo were
evading arrest as they were hid-
ing in Pakistan and Nepal
among other places before sur-
reptitiously returning back to
Kashmir a few years ago. 

Continued on Page 2
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Acourt here on Tuesday
agreed to hear a plea for a

survey by the Archeological
Survey of India (ASI) of the
entire Gyanvapi mosque
premises located next to the
Kashi Vishwanath temple.

Accepting the petition filed
by lawyer Vishnu Shankar Jain,
who represents the Hindu side,
District Court Judge AK
Vishvesh asked the Gyanvapi
mosque committee to file its
reply to the plea by May 19,
District Government Counsel
Mahendra Nath Pandey said.

The court fixed the next
hearing on May 22.

On Friday, the Allahabad
High Court ordered determi-
nation of the age of the struc-
ture claimed to be a shivling in
the Gyanvapi mosque using
modern technology. It set aside
an October 14 order of the
Varanasi District Court that
rejected a plea for scientific
investigation, including car-
bon dating, of the structure
found in May 2022 during a
court-mandated survey of the
Gyanvapi mosque. The HC
directed the Varanasi district
judge to proceed, in accordance
with law.
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Taking exception to objec-
tion raised by UN Special

Rapporteur on minority issues
Fernand de Varennes holding
a G-20 meeting in Jammu and
Kashmir, India on Tuesday
rejected his statement as “base-
less and unwarranted”.

He had alleged human
rights violations in Jammu and
Kashmir and India attacked
him for acting “irresponsibly to
politicise this issue”.

Permanent Mission of
India in Geneva also asserted
that India as G-20 president has
the prerogative to host its meet-
ings in any part of the country.
The third G20 Tourism
Working Group meeting is
scheduled to take place in the
summer Capital Srinagar from
May 22 to 24.

Fernand de Varennes
alleged that holding a G20
meeting in Jammu & Kashmir
while “massive human rights
violations are ongoing is lend-
ing support to attempts by
India to normalise the brutal
and repressive denial of rights
of Kashmiri Muslims and
minorities”.

Continued on Page 2
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The CBI has registered an
FIR against a freelance

journalist for allegedly collect-
ing sensitive information relat-
ed to the Defence Research
Development Organisation
(DRDO) and the Army, and
sharing the inputs with intelli-
gence agencies of foreign coun-
tries. 

The CBI conducted search-
es at the premises linked to
Vivek Raghuvanshi, listed as
India correspondent of a US-
based portal on defence and
strategic affairs on its website,
and people close to him at 12
locations in Jaipur and NCR,
the CBI said in a statement.

The agency has booked
Raghuvanshi under Section 3
(spying) of Official Secrets Act
read with Section 120-B (crim-
inal conspiracy) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).

Continued on Page 2
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The PM10 pollution in
Delhi-NCR soared to haz-

ardous levels on Tuesday as
strong winds swept the region,
raising dust and leaving a thick
blanket of haze over it.  

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said dust-
laden winds with speeds up to
50 kmph blew between 3 am
and 6 am, lowering visibility to
a mere 700 metres at 10 am at
the Palam Observatory, close to
the Indira Gandhi International
Airport, as compared to 4,000
metres at 9 am on Monday.

By 3 pm on Tuesday, the
overall air quality index had
worsened to 260, from 162 at
4 pm on Monday. The Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
data showed PM10 levels soar-
ing to 3,826 micrograms per
cubic metre at Jahangirpuri and
2,565 micrograms per cubic

metre at Sri Aurobindo Marg.
According to the Central

Pollution Control Board, PM10
levels up to 100 micrograms
per cubic metre (for a 24-hour
period) are considered safe.

The DPCC data showed
PM10 levels rose to 1,542

micrograms per cubic metre at
Vivek Vihar; 1,296 micrograms
per cubic metre at RK Puram;
1,807 micrograms per cubic
metre at Patparganj; 1,663
micrograms per cubic metre at
Narela; 1,957 micrograms per
cubic metre at Alipur; 1,661

micrograms per cubic metre at
Dwarka Sector 8; 1,456 micro-
grams per cubic metre at
Mundka; 1,662 micrograms
per cubic metre at Major
Dhyan Chand Stadium; 1,527
micrograms per cubic metre at
Wazirpur; 1,580 micrograms
per cubic metre at Ashok
Vihar; and 1,881 micrograms
per cubic metre at Okhla Phase
2 in the morning hours.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management said it’s
an “exceptional episodic event”
which has led to continual dis-
persion of dust over the entire
Delhi-NCR. It said the PM10
rose from 141 microgram per
cubic metre at 4 am to 796
microgram per cubic metre at
7 am. Strong winds are likely to
continue on Wednesday.  The
situation is likely to improve in
one to two days with rain
expected on May 18.

Continued on Page 2
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on

Tuesday announced that the
arrival of monsoon over Kerala
will be delayed by four days and
it is expected on June 4. 

The normal date for the
onset of monsoon over the
Kerala coast is June 1. The
onset of monsoon is just a
marker for the beginning of the
rainfall season. 

It has no bearing on the
amount of rainfall that happens
during the season. Monsoon
arrived on May 29 in 2022,
June 3 in 2021, June 1 in 2020,
June 8 in 2019 and May 29 in
2018. 

The onset of monsoon
Kerala will lead to the end of
the summer season, marked by

dry and scorching weather.
The IMD has predicted a

“normal monsoon” for India in
2023 while a private weather
forecaster Skymet Weather
Services said that India will wit-
ness a “below normal” mon-
soon season this year, due to
the El Niño effect. 

The El Niño effect is
expected to impact India this
year, and come after a three-
year-long La Niña effect. 

Continued on Page 2
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Special Secretary (Vigilance)
of the Delhi Government

YVVJ Rajasekhar in a com-
munication sent to the Union
Home Ministry and the Delhi
Lieutenant Governor expressed
apprehension that sensitive
files related to the excise poli-
cy and the Chief Minister’s res-
idence renovation might be
destroyed or tampered with.

The IAS officer has also
directed all officers under his
command not to provide any
vigilance related files on the
verbal instructions from the
Minister (Vigilance) Saurabh
Bhardwaj. “The undersigned is
apprehensive that the records
will be destroyed or might
have been destroyed in due
course of time. The under-
signed instructed all the

Assistant Directors not to
indulge in such kind of insub-
ordination at the instance of the
Minister (Vigilance). Officers
cannot take verbal instruc-
tions from the Minister as we
are not in a disaster or emer-
gency situation,” Rajasekhar
said in his letter to the MHA,
the L-G and the Additional
Commissioner of Police (Anti-
Corruption Branch).

The letter has also been
marked to Assistant Director
Vigilance (Care Taking) to
inform the in-charge Inspector
of Delhi Police stationed at
Delhi Secretariat.

Terming him as Wankhede
of Delhi Vigilance Department,
the AAP Government in a
statement said he was one of
the prime accused in CNG kit
scam and CBI had recom-
mended disciplinary action
against him.

Continued on Page 2
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The changes brought in by
the BJP Government in

the recruitment system have
“ended the possibility of cor-
ruption and nepotism” and
made recruitment process eas-
ier and faster, asserted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday, while giving away
appointment letters to over
71,000 people at a “Rozgar
Mela”. 

The Prime Minister said in
the last nine years, his govern-
ment has prioritised the
recruitment process by making
it “faster, transparent and unbi-
ased.” “The possibility of cor-
ruption and nepotism in
recruitment for government
jobs has now ended,” Modi
said.

He pointed out that earli-
er the Staff Selection Board
took roughly 15-18 months to
onboard the new recruits
“whereas today it takes only 6-
8 months.” The PM underlined
that the tedious process of
recruitment which existed ear-

lier starting from acquiring
the application form to sub-
mitting it via post has now been
simplified by making it online
where a provision for self-
attestation of documents has
also been introduced.

“The journey which start-
ed with the spirit of ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas’ is working
for a ‘Viksit Bharat’ (developed
India),” he said, adding that
today is also Sikkim’s statehood
day.

He also said that the num-
ber of universities has grown to
1,100 from around 720 in 2014
while there are now 700 med-
ical colleges against 400 earli-
er. 

Modi also added that inter-
views for Group C and Group
D have also been abolished.
The Prime Minister said that
the biggest benefit of this is the

extermination of nepotism
from the entire process.

He referred to his recent
meetings with CEOs of leading
global companies, including
Walmart, Apple, Foxconn and
Cisco, to assert that there is
“unprecedented positivity”
about industry and investment
in the country.

The Prime Minister cited
EPFO net payroll figures to say
that over 4.5 crore people have

got jobs since 2018-19 as for-
mal employment has been
growing.

FDI and the country’s
record export have been creat-
ing employment opportuni-
ties in every corner of India, he
said, noting that the nature of
jobs has also been changing
with his government constant-
ly supporting the emerging
sectors.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to inaugurate

the new Parliament building by
May end when the BJP
Government will be complet-
ing its nine years. Modi had

taken the oath of office nine
years ago on May 26, 2014. The
foundation stone of new
Parliament building, con-
structed as part of the Central
Vista Redevelopment Project,
was laid by Modi in December
2020. Details on P3
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Hectic parleys within the top
Congress leaders from the

Central and State leadership
continued for the third con-
secutive day on Tuesday to
name the Chief Minister in
Karnataka where Assembly
elections were held on May 10
in which the Congress wrested
power from the BJP with a
thumping majority.

While the stamp of
approval has to be given by the
party’s first family members —
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi —  to be
conveyed to them by Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
sources told The Pioneer that
agreement is understood to
have been reached over K
Siddaramaiah as the next CM
of the Kannigadas with crucial
Finance portfolios in his kitty. 

The other strong contender
for the CM post, DK
Shivakumar, will be the Deputy
CM with what is considered to
be very important portfolios in
Karnataka — Water Resources
and PWD.  

The announcement to this
effect is likely to be made by
Kharge in Bengaluru on
Wednesday at a Press confer-
ence. 

Siddaramiah, who had
been a CM and outgoing
Leader of Opposition, had
reached Delhi on Monday
while Shivakumar under whose
leadership as Karnataka
Congress chief the party
bagged 135 legislators in the
224-member Assembly,
reached Delhi on Tuesday.

Shivakumar was supposed
to be in Delhi, along with
Siddaramiah, but he expressed
his resentment by differing his
visit citing ill health when he
sensed that the high command
had made up its mind to nom-
inate the Lingayat leader with
whom he does not go well but
during elections they present-
ed a united face and effort.

Besides the two Karnataka
contenders, Kharge’s residence
saw convergence of top party
leaders, including Sonia, Rahul
and general secretaries. 

Continued on Page 2
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In the first step to overhaul
the organisational structure

in Karnataka after the May 13
poll setback, the BJP will soon
replace the  incumbent State
party unit president Nalin
Kumar Kateel.

Kateel, a three-time Lok
Sabha member from Dakshina
Kannada, was appointed State
unit chief in August 2019 for a
three year term. 

He was given an extension
last year in view of the impend-
ing elections.

In the May 10 elections, the
Congress ousted the BJP from
power by winning135 seats in

the 224-member Assembly,
while the BJP secured 66 seats
and JD(S) 19.

Pralhad Joshi, the Lok
Sabha member from Dharwad,
and Union Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs, Coal
and Mines, said the BJP legis-
lature party will decide on
who would be the leader of
Opposition in the Assembly
after a discussion in the pres-
ence of a representative from
the party’s central leadership.

Caretaker Chief Minister
Basavraj Bommai is the front-
runner for the post of leader of
Opposition in the new
Karnataka Assembly.  

Continued on Page 2
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India on Tuesday trashed as
“motivated” and “biased” a

report by the US State
Department on religious free-
dom that criticised the country
for alleged attacks on minori-
ties.

External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said such reports continue to be
based on “misinformation and
flawed understanding”.The
annual report listed alleged
attacks on religious minorities
in India and expressed con-
cerns over such incidents. “We
are aware of the release of the
US State Department 2022
Report on International

Religious Freedom. Regrettably,
such reports continue to be
based on misinformation and
flawed understanding,” Bagchi
said. “Motivated and biased
commentary by some US offi-
cials only serves to undermine
further the credibility of these
reports,” he said.  Bagchi was
responding to media queries on
the report. “We value our part-
nership with the US and will
continue to have frank
exchanges on issues of concern
to us,” he said.

The report that docu-
ments the status of religious
freedom in countries across the
world was released on Monday.
A senior US official said far too
many governments, including

Russia, India, China and Saudi
Arabia, continue to freely tar-
get faith community mem-
bers.

“Far too many govern-
ments continue to freely target
faith community members
within their borders,” Rashad
Hussain, Ambassador at Large,
Office of International
Religious Freedom, told
reporters at a news conference
in Washington soon after the
report was released by
Secretary of State Anthony
Blinken. The report provides a
fact-based, comprehensive view
of the state of religious freedom
in nearly 200 countries and ter-
ritories around the world,
Blinken said. 
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Acouple was found brutal-
ly killed inside their house

in Shastri Nagar area of
Nauchandi in Meerut while
the aged parents were also
found lying unconscious. The
mysterious killing came to
the fore when the victim’s
children called the neighbours
and told them that no one was
picking up their calls since
early morning. Pramod
Karnawal’s father Narendra
and his mother were lying
unconscious while Pramod
Karnawal and Mamta were
lying dead in pools of blood.
They both were brutally
hacked to death with sharp-
edged weapons.

Later, the local police
along with senior officers and
forensic experts reached spot
and investigated matter. 
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Armed miscreants struck
terror when they opened

indiscriminate fire inside the
district court premises in
Jaunpur in which two murder
accused, brought to be pro-
duced in the court, were seri-
ously injured.

Some advocates later over-
powered one of the assailants
and brutally assaulted him
before the senior officials
rushed with a heavy police
force and rescued him. He was
taken to the police station
where senior officials grilled
him to extract details about
others involved in the incident

and the motive behind opening
fire inside the court. They also
shifted both the injured to the
district hospital where the con-
dition of one of them was stat-
ed to be critical. 

Reports said that the
Jaunpur police took two mur-
der accused, Mithilesh alias
Dabbu Giri and Surya Prakash
Rai, from jail to the civil court
to produce them before the
designated magistrate.

When they were moving
towards the chief judicial mag-
istrate’s court on Tuesday after-
noon, some miscreants sud-
denly opened indiscriminate
fire on both the prisoners in
police custody.
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In an effort to reduce persisting tension at the border in Ladakh
for the last three years, India and China on Tuesday held mil-

itary level talks at the Daulat Beg Oldie border meeting point at
the Line of Actual Control(LAC).  The talks were held between
division commander level officers of the two armies

Incidentally, their seniors at the level of Corps Commander
level held the 18the round of talks on April 23 but these talks
did not help in finding ways to hasten up disengagement of troops
from both the sides in Eastern Ladakh.  More than 50, 000 troops
each from both the sides are facing other at the border there lead-
ing to tension in the region. Indian and Chinese major gener-
als on Tuesday met in Daulat Beg Oldie sector and held talks on
outstanding border issues between the two countries, sources said.

The 18th round of corps commander-level talks on April 23
yielded no outcome, though the Indian Army and the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) agreed to maintain security and
stability along LAC, stay in close contact and continue dialogue
through military and diplomatic channels, and work out a mutu-
ally acceptable resolution of the remaining issues. Dialogue below
the corps commander level to discuss border issues is a routine
affair, sources said. Friction points at the LAC remain at the
Depsang Valley and Demchok.
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“The additional security

protocol we were providing to
ambassadors and high com-
missioners of some particular
countries has been withdrawn.
But the normal security mea-
sures for them are in place,” a
diplomatic security division
official of Dhaka Metropolitan
Police said on Tuesday.

The official, who preferred
anonymity, said the police
gunmen will continue to
accompany the envoys during
their movements and the per-
sonnel from the designated
police unit guarding the
chancery complexes and resi-
dences of senior diplomats
will also remain as usual.

The Foreign Minister AK
Abdul Momen said the exist-
ing law and order no longer
required additional security

measures for a few envoys and
the decision to withdraw the
extra protocols was taken as
several embassies other than
the four were demanding iden-
tical security rituals.  

“We have decided not to
provide additional security
escort services to foreign
ambassadors of any country,”
the Minister told the media at
the sidelines of an event. “We
won’t provide this extra (secu-
rity) escort service with tax-
payers’ money,” United News
of Bangladesh quoted Momen
as saying.

He added that if any coun-
try felt the need for addition-
al security measures, they
might hire the services.
Momen said many countries
were now asking for a similar
protocol “but we will not give
it to anyone, because it is dis-

criminatory (and) no one gives
such benefits to our ambas-
sadors abroad”. Embassies and
police were informed of the
decision through a letter from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
a week ago, the Dhaka Tribune
reported.

Shortly after Momen’s
comments, Dhaka Police
Commissioner Khandker
Golam Faruq told reporters
that the shortage of manpow-
er prompted authorities to
make the decision to refrain
from providing any addition-
al protocol to certain diplo-
mats.

A Foreign Ministry offi-
cial, familiar with the devel-
opment, said a specialised unit
of para-police Ansar Force
was made ready to provide VIP
protection services in exchange
for payments and the foreign

missions could hire them if
they wanted. Meanwhile, the
Public Diplomacy Section of
the US embassy in Dhaka in a
statement said: “The safety
and security of our diplomat-
ic personnel and facilities are
of the utmost importance.”

“In accordance with long-
standing policy, we do not
disclose security details con-
cerning the US Embassy.

As per the Vienna
Convention, the host country
must uphold its obligations to
ensure the protection of all
diplomatic missions and per-
sonnel,” Sean McIntosh, the
counsellor in charge of the US
Embassy Public Diplomacy
Section said. The three other
embassies where envoys were
getting the extra privilege
made no comment on the
development so far.

From Page 1 
They were maintaining a

low profile, changing address-
es and shifting residences, they
avoided the gaze of law
enforcement agencies, he
added. Now both have been
arrested and handed over to the
CBI as proclaimed offenders,”
the police officer said.

“They are now liable to
immediately face trial in a des-
ignated TADA court in Delhi
which has already completed
the trial in respect of one of the
five accused namely Ayub Dar
code Ishfaq, son of Late Abdul
Ahad Dar of Rawalpora of
Srinagar, who has been con-
victed and serving a life sen-
tence. Two other absconding
accused terrorists found guilty
in the killing of Mirwaiz,
Abdullah Bangroo and Abdul
Rehman Shigan, got killed in
encounters with the security
forces in the 1990s”, the Special
DG said during the press con-
ference.

Sharing further details RR
Swain said that on May 21,
1990, a case regarding the
killing of Mirwaiz was lodged
in police station Nageen under
FIR 61/1990. “Then the case
was transferred to the CBI. The
CBI had presented a charge-
sheet against the one accused

after arresting him before the
TADA court after which the
court awarded life imprison-
ment to him,” he said.

The special DG CID said
that investigations into the
case revealed that Hizb com-
mander Abdullah Bangroo had
hatched a conspiracy to kill
Mirwaiz. According to a writ-
ten statement issued by the J&k
police, “Before killing Mirwaiz,
all the five HM terrorists had
gone to Pakistan for terrorist
training in 1990. Back in
Srinagar, Abdullah Bangroo
received instructions in April
1990 from his ISI handler in
Pakistan to eliminate Mirwaiz. 

The police spokesman said,
“On May 21, 1990 as per the
plan, they all reached the gate
of Mirwaiz Manzil and met
Maqbool Shah, the gate-keep-
er, and informed him that they
wanted to meet Mirwaiz.
Maqbool Shah then asked
Gulam Qadir Sofi, the garden-
er, to take them to the person-
al assistant of Mirwaiz as he
himself was going to the mar-
ket”.

“Accordingly, the gardener
Sofi took the three to the per-
sonal assistant Saidur Rehman
who asked them about their
names, and one of them dis-
closed his fake name as Gulzar
Farooq, R/o. Batmaloo. That
name was written by the per-
sonal assistant on a slip of paper
and the said slip was sent
inside the room of Mirwaiz
through the gardener Sofi. 

After sometime, Mirwaiz
called the three accused inside
the office, on which Zahoor
Ahmed alias Bilal entered the
room of Mirwaiz and the
remaining two accused per-
sons, including Javed Bhat,
took position in the PA’s room”,
the police statement quoting
excerpts of the Apex court
order said.

“On entering the room of
Mirwaiz, Zahoor Ahmed alias
Bilal fired several rounds on
Mirwaiz from his pistol and
immediately accused Inayat
also fired from his pistol in the
air while coming out of PA’s
room, which hit the outside
wall of the office. On hearing
the sound of firing, the gar-
dener came inside the office
and tried to catch hold of
Ishfaq, who was trying to
escape. “However, all the
accused persons escaped giving
a push to the gardener Sofi.
Another accused Bilal also
tried to run away, but he was
caught by Sofi. There was a
scuffle between the two, in
which Bilal sustained an injury
below his right eye.

From Page 1 
The agency recovered a

number of sensitive documents
during the searches and sent
them for legal scrutiny, they
said. The agency has launched
an exhaustive probe to find
Raghuvanshi’s accomplices in
India and abroad, sources said.

He was allegedly collecting
sensitive information and
minute details about the
progress of various DRDO
projects, the CBI alleged in its
FIR.

He was also collecting
details of future procurement
plans of the Indian armed
forces which could have
adversely affected the country’s
strategic preparedness, it
alleged. “The accused was
involved in the illegal collection

of sensitive information includ-
ing the minute details of the
DRDO defence projects and
their progress, sensitive details
about the future procurement
of Indian armed forces which
reveal the strategic prepared-
ness of country’s classified
communications/ information
relating to national security,
details of the strategic and
diplomatic talks of India with
our friendly countries and
sharing such classified infor-
mation with intelligence agen-
cies of foreign countries,” it
added.

The CBI registered the said
case on December 9, 2022
against the accused and he
was under surveillance for the
last six months, leading to the
searches on Monday.
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From Page 1 
Shivakumar and  Siddaramaiah held discussions separate-

ly. Supporters of both the leaders are indulging in hectic lobby-
ing in support of their leaders both in Delhi as well as the State. 

The newly-elected MLAs have already passed a one-line res-
olution authorising party chief to appoint the legislature party
leader, who will be the new chief minister.

Amid intense lobbying for the CM post, the powerful All
India Veerashaiva Mahasabha urged Kharge to consider a
Veerashaiva-Lingayat community leader for the coveted position.
The apex body of Veerashaiva-Lingayats also requested Kharge
to accommodate or give Cabinet berths proportionate to the num-
ber of MLAs of the community elected in the Assembly polls.
Congress had given 46 seats to the Veerashaiva — Lingayat com-
munity out of 34 registered a win.

From Page 1 
He also suggested that

Kateel will be replaced with a
new State chief.”I would just
like to say that his (Kateel’s)
term of three years is over. In
view of the (Assembly) elec-
tion, our national leaders had
given him responsibility.

Our leaders will take fur-
ther decision,” Joshi told
reporters in the State capital. He
also appealed to the Congress
to form the Government at the
earliest to fulfill the wishes of
people. Joshi said the BJP will
go into the causes of party’s

reverses and take corrective
steps. “We have already said
this was the most disappoint-
ing result for the BJP. Such
developments happen in the
election. We have to find out
the reason,” the Minister said.

Neither he nor the party
has taken the defeat lightly.
Instead, the outcome has been
taken as a challenge, he added.
“We are gearing up for the Lok
Sabha elections and we will
win,” he said. 

Karnataka sends 28 MPs to
Lok Sabha and in 2019 BJP had
won 25 of them. 

From Page 1 
Slamming the statement,

India’s permanent mission in
Geneva tweeted, “We
@IndiaUNGeneva strongly
reject the statement issued by
SR on minority issues @fer-
nanddev and the baseless and
unwarranted allegations in it.
As G20 president, it’s India’s
prerogative to host its meetings
in any part of the country.”

“We are aghast that @fer-
nanddev has acted irresponsi-
bly to politicize this issue, mis-
used his position as SR to pub-
licize on social media his pre-
sumptive and prejudiced con-

clusions in a gross violation of
the Code of Conduct for SRs,”
the Indian mission said.

The UN Special
Rapporteur also alleged that the
Government is “seeking to
normalise what some have
described as a military occu-
pation by instrumentalising a
G20 meeting and portray an
international ‘seal of approval’,
despite what Volker Turk, the
UN high commissioner for
human rights, told the UN
Human Rights Council a few
weeks ago was a worrying
human rights situation in the
Kashmir region.”

From Page 1 
The subject heading of the

letter reads “Information
regarding entering the Room
no. 403 (Special Secretary
(Vigilance) at Delhi Sectt in the
night intervening from May 15,
2023 to 3. 00 am of May 16,
2023 for the purpose of records
and searching of room.”

“This is in continuation of
my earlier report, dated
15.05.2023 which was sent to
Secretary (Vigilance) and Chief
Secretary/ Chief Vigilance
Officer, regarding the instruc-
tions of Hon’ble Minister
(Vigilance) directing the
Assistant Directors not to sub-
mit the files to the under-
signed,” the Special Secretary
Vigilance said.

When, these instructions
of Minister (Bhardwaj) were
received at 11.30 am on May
15, 2023, there were about 76
files in the Confidential Section
of the Special Secretary
(Vigilance) and the same were
sent to the Secretary
(Vigilance) according to the
instructions of the Minister
(Vigilance) without examining
these 76 files, merely recording
Bhardwaj’s instructions that
Rajasekhar should not to exam-
ine the files.

The files in the
Confidential Sections appre-
hended to have been tam-
pered, photocopied or mis-
placed relate to proposal file of
CBI for according sanction
under section of 17 A of
Prevention of Corruption Act
in excise matters and policy,
tender files and terms and
conditions of 6 Flag Staff, Civil
Lines (CM’s residence), subse-
quent alterations and addi-
tions file of 6 Flag Staff, Civil
Lines measurement books
regarding payments made by
PWD with respect CM’s official
bungalow and the notice invit-
ing tenders files.

Other such files relate to
deviation files of 6 Flag Staff,
Civil Lines, revised extra item
for superior specifications of
CM Arvind Kejriwal’s official
bungalow, photo of individuals
who have supervised the con-
struction and a file with title
“Talk to AK File” (Directorate
of Information and Publicity).

Such files also relate to DIP
matters regarding Supreme
Court judgment in common
cause case judgment and ille-
gal payments of bills, certain
files relating to departments,
where matter was referred to
Central investigating agencies
under the extant
provisions/rules and other var-
ious files/documents related
to prosecution sanctions of
officers of Excise Department
among others.

“It is not advisable to trans-

fer or send the files either
photocopies or otherwise to the
Minister as per “Principles of
Arm Length”. We need to care-
fully examine before taking a
view with reference to the ver-
bal directions of the Minister,”
Rajasekhar said in his letter.

According to the letter,
Buniyad Singh, Assistant
Director (Vigilance) rang up
Rajasekhar at around 9.14 PM
on May 15 wherein he
informed that officials have
been summoned to open his
office room for the sake of col-
lection of records.

Rajasekhar seriously
objected to such a call for tak-
ing away the records as per the
alleged instructions of
Bhardwaj at midnight and
strongly objected not to indulge
in such acts.

“However, it is understood
from preliminary enquiry that
Manish (Multi-Tasking Staff)
has opened the room of the
undersigned (Rajasekhar) and
allegedly photocopied all the
records i.e from May 15, 2023
night to May 16, 2023 till 3:00
am. The undersigned is not
sure whether any record/file
was taken away or otherwise
tempered with it or photo-
copied, it is a serious lapse in
the present scenario,”
Rajasekhar flagged in his letter.

“These files should be
properly inventorised and some
of them were already subjudice
before the Hon’ble Courts of
Law in various forums. I have
serious apprehension that our
rooms might have been bugged
and there is every likelihood of
breach of secrecy, tempering of
records, fabrication of records
etc. I request the Senior
Officers for appropriate action
at the earliest. The under-
signed in the meanwhile
strongly instructing the
Assistant Director (Care
Taking) and Delhi Police In
charge Inspector of Delhi Sectt.
to ensure that the room of the
undersigned and the
Confidential Section where
systems are in place are not
touched or given excess to
anyone without the authorisa-
tion of the undersigned,” the
Secretary (Vigilance) added.

Responding to his allega-
tions, the Delhi Government
questioned how was he posted
in vigilance in the first place by
the L-G needs to be probed. He
was one of the prime accused
in CNG kit scam and CBI had
recommended disciplinary
action against him. Several
complaints have been received
against him from several peo-
ple and several officers that he
demands protection money.
Work was officially withdrawn
from him through an order on
May 13. 

From Page 1 
The country has seen a rev-

olution in the start-up sector
and their numbers have risen
to nearly a lakh from a few
hundred before 2014, the year
the BJP came to power at the
Centre, he said, adding that
they are estimated to have pro-
vided a minimum 10 lakh jobs.

Citing development fig-
ures in the last one year, he said
the length of rural roads has
risen to 7.25-lakh km from 4-
lakh km while the number of
airports has gone up from 74 to
nearly 150. Construction of
over 4 crore pucca houses
under a government housing

scheme for the poor has also
created a lot of employment
opportunities, Modi said.

He also said that the num-
ber of universities has grown to
1,100 from around 720 in 2014
while there are now 700 med-
ical colleges against 400 earli-
er.The Prime Minister also
informed about his scheduled
meetings with CEOs of the
world’s leading companies in
the next week and said that all
of them are full of enthusiasm
to invest in India. He under-
lined that such efforts highlight
the new employment opportu-
nities being created in different
sectors in India. 
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Satellite pictures released by

the meteorological office
showed a thick layer of dust
covering large parts of north-
west India. Meteorologists have
attributed the dusty conditions
to a combination of intense heat
in northwest India over the past
five days, parched soil due to
the absence of rainfall and
strong winds that have persist-
ed since midnight. “Strong
dust-raising winds prevailed
over Delhi in the early hours.
The wind speed dropped from

45-50 kmph to 12 kmph by 9
am and came down further
during the day, allowing the
dust to settle down,” Kuldeep
Srivastava, head of IMD’s
regional forecasting centre, said.
“Dust concentration has gone
up multiple times. 

The PM10 concentration
rose from 140 micrograms per
cubic metre at 4 am to 775
micrograms per cubic metre at
8 am. It is mainly because of
strong gusty winds prevailing
over the area. Dust will settle
down soon,” said V K Soni,

head of IMD’s Environment
Monitoring and Research
Centre.  Experts said dust par-
ticles, especially fine particulate
matter (PM2.5), can penetrate
deep into the respiratory system
when inhaled. 

They can irritate the lungs,
trigger respiratory problems,
and exacerbate existing condi-
tions such as asthma, bronchi-
tis, and allergies. “People suf-
fering from respiratory dis-
eases such as bronchitis,
bronchial asthma and chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease

are at a greater risk due to dust
pollution.  It may worsen their
condition and trigger attacks,”
said Dr Jugal Kishore, head of
the medicine department of the
Safdarjung Hospital.  Dusty
conditions also aggravate rhini-
tis, allergy and irritation of the
eyes, he said. Kishore said such
people should try and remain
indoors till the air quality
improves and cover their nose
and mouth with a wet cloth.  He
said the government can con-
sider banning construction and
demolition activities until then.

From Page 1 
El Nino is the warming of

waters in the Pacific Ocean,
which creates a cascade of
weather effects across the world
- in India, this leads to the
monsoon being drier than
usual. The La Nina manifests in
an exactly opposite phenome-
non, leading to heavier rains in
India.

The predicted monsoon
onset is within the standard
deviation of 7 days. It is unlike-
ly to impact agriculture and
overall rainfall over the coun-
try, IMD chief M Mohapatra
said. “There is no one-to-one
relationship between the onset
date and the total rainfall over
the country during the season.
Also, the monsoon arriving
early or in late in Kerala does-
n’t mean it will cover other
parts of the country accord-
ingly. The monsoon is charac-
terised by large-scale variabil-
ities and global, regional and

local features,” he said. M
Rajeevan, former secretary of
the Union Ministry of Earth
Sciences, said it is unlikely
that the delay is due to Cyclone
Mocha. “Had the cyclone
occurred around May 20-May
25, it would have really affect-
ed the monsoon. The cyclone
is already over.”

“It could be due to insuffi-
cient heating over the Indian
subcontinent. The progress of
the monsoon also depends on
other factors such as the phas-
es of Madden-Julian Oscillation
and how the El Nino is evolv-
ing,” Rajeevan added.
According to the IMD, its
operational forecasts of the
date of monsoon onset over
Kerala during the past 18 years
(2005-2022) were proved to be
correct except in 2015. 

The IMD is yet to
announce when the onset of
monsoon will begin in other
parts of the country.
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ADelhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC)

employee allegedly killed his
wife and daughter by slitting
their throats before hanging
himself over a financial crisis
in east Delhi’s Jyoti Colony area
on Tuesday, police said.

A PCR call was received at
around noon where Sudhir, a
Delhi Metro employee,
informed that when he reached
out to his colleague Sushil
Kumar (43), who did not come
to the office, he was crying

over the call and said that he
had killed everybody, a senior
police officer said. Police
reached Kumar’s house and
found three bodies there.

While Kumar was found
hanging from the ceiling of a
room on the second floor of
the building, his wife
Anuradha (43) was found dead
on the floor in the same room
with her throat cut open,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Shahdara) Rohit Meena
said. Police found the couple’s
13-year-old son in an injured
condition, lying beside the

dead body of his six-year-old
sister, he said. Both the chil-
dren had their throats slit,
police said.

The teen was immediate-
ly rushed to GTB Hospital for
treatment. He had placed a bed
sheet over the wound on his
neck which probably saved
him from losing a lot of blood
and could be a reason for his
survival, sources said.   The
doctor has informed that the
boy has a chance of survival,
police said.

When police broke open
the door of the second floor,

they found a dog chained up
on the stairs going to the ter-

race, they said.   The prelimi-
nary investigation revealed

that Kumar was going through
a financial crisis. It is suspect-
ed that he took this decision
over this issue, police said.

The documents received
on the spot showed that Kumar
had mortgaged jewellery, taken
loans and was under a finan-
cial burden. His phone has
been sent for examination and
further facts will be revealed
after his account and forensic
analysis, they said.  A kitchen
knife used by Kumar in the
incident was recovered from
the room where the couple’s
dead bodies were found, they

said.
Kumar worked as a main-

tenance supervisor in the
DMRC at East Vinod Nagar
depot, police said.   Sudhir,
who last spoke to Kumar, told
PTI that he called him around
11.15 am.   “When he did not
reach the office in the morn-
ing, I called him around 11.15
am. He picked up the phone
and started crying. I asked him
what happened and he said
that ‘I killed everyone’ and
immediately disconnected the
call,” Sudhir said.

“I called him back, but he

did not answer. I even sent him
a text mentioning that please
call the police. Later, I called
the police and informed them
about the incident. I also gave
them Sushil’s address. From the
past week, he was not so reg-
ular which was unusual,” he
said.

Anuj Dayal, Principal
Executive Director, DMRC,
said, “It is a police case and we
would not like to comment on
the incident as such. However,
any assistance or information
needed by the authorities
would be provided by us.”
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to inaugurate

the new Parliament building by
May end when the BJP
Government will be complet-
ing its nine years. Modi had
taken the oath of office nine
years ago on May 26, 2014. The
foundation stone of the new
Parliament building was laid by
Modi in December 2020, which
has been constructed as part of
the Central Vista
Redevelopment Project.

Sources said that final
touches are being given to the
new Parliament building and it
is likely to be ready by the end
of this month. According to
them, cleaning of civil struc-
tures has begun and there is no
word from the Government yet
on the inauguration of the
new building. “The new par-
liament building will be ready
before the end of this month.

However, there is no official
date yet for its inauguration,”
sources said.

Sources said that Modi
went on a surprise visit to the
building a month ago with
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla.
They spent over an hour at the
upcoming complex and
inspected various works. The
Prime Minister observed the
facilities coming up at both
Houses of Parliament and
interacted with the construc-
tion workers and the officials,
sources added.

The new four storey
Parliament building complex is
64,500 square metre and is a

part of the
Central Vista
project worth Rs
20,000 crore.
The cost of the
P a r l i a m e n t
building project
has been esti-
mated at Rs 971

crore can house 1,224 MPs,
officials said. It also has a
grand Constitution hall to
showcase India’s democratic
heritage, dining areas and
ample parking space. The staff
in both the Houses will adorn
a new uniform - which has
been designed by the National
Institute of Fashion Technology
(NIFT).

The new structure has
three doors — Gyan Dwar,
Shakti Dwar, and Karma Dwar
— and separate entries for
MPs, VIPs and visitors, offi-
cials said. To mark nine years
of Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment, the BJP has planned

a massive month-long “special
contact campaign” across the
country, covering all Lok
Sabha constituencies. 

Tata Projects Ltd is con-
structing the new Parliament
building which will have a
grand constitution hall to
showcase India’s democratic
heritage, a lounge for members
of Parliament, a library, mul-
tiple committee rooms, dining
areas and ample parking space.
The original deadline for com-
pleting the project was
November last year.

The new building is part of
the redevelopment of the
Central Vista, the nation’s
power corridor. Revamping
the three-km road from the
Rashtrapati Bhavan to the India
Gate, constructing a common
central secretariat, a new office
and residence of the prime
minister, and a new vice-pres-
ident enclave are also part of
the project being executed by

the Cental Public Works Department.
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The Raj Niwas Secretariat
has returned the files relat-

ed to Services matters to the
Delhi Government in light of
the Supreme Court’s order last
week on transfers and postings
of bureaucrats in the city.
According to Raj Niwas offi-
cials, “the LG Secretariat, in
compliance of the Supreme
Court Constitution Bench
Judgment dated May 11, has
returned files pertaining to
Services matters, back to the
Government for necessary
action”.. 

These files include pro-
posals for extension of con-
tractual tenure of staff in var-
ious Delhi Government
Hospitals and acceptance of
resignation of a Group ‘A’ staff
of Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Hospital. These were sent to the
LG for approval.

“These have been returned
with the observation that the
departments may be advised to
take appropriate action/fur-
ther necessary action, in light
of the judgment of CB

(Constitution Bench) in Apex
Court on May 11,” the official
added.

In a statement, the Delhi
government said it expected
full cooperation from LG VK
Saxena and the Centre but the
Chief Secretary and the
Services Secretary are still cre-
ating hurdles and even the
first order for removing
Services Secretary has not been
implemented yet.

The Delhi government has
issued a show-cause notice to
IAS officer and Services
Department Secretary Ashish
More for not complying with its
direction to replace him with a

new officer, threatening disci-
plinary action against him.
More was removed by the
Delhi government from his
post last week, hours after the
Supreme Court gave the Delhi
government control over the
transfer and posting of officers
in the state.

The top court ruled on
Thursday the elected govern-
ment in Delhi has legislative
and executive powers over
services department matters,
barring those related to land,
police and public order that
still come under the jurisdic-
tion of the lieutenant gover-
nor. 
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked about the

“source of power” of the
Lieutenant-Governor under
the Constitution and the law
to nominate 10 aldermen to
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) without the aid
and advice of the elected
Government.

A Bench headed by Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud,
hearing a petition filed by the
AAP Government challenging
the nominations by the LG to
the MCD, asked Additional
Solicitor General Sanjay Jain,
appearing for the office of the
LG, about the source of power
with regard to the nomina-
tions.   “What is the source of
power for you to nominate?
Show us the source of power
of LG. Does the Constitution
recognise the power of LG to
appoint aldermen?” the Bench
asked.  The law officer referred
to the reply filed by the office
of the LG and the constitu-
tional scheme and said the
concept “aid and advice” , in

the context of the administra-
tor’s power to nominate mem-
bers in the MCD, is different
from the one which has been
portrayed by the Delhi gov-
ernment here.

Jain said the file pertain-
ing to nominations to the
MCD directly came to the
office of LG as he is the
administrator and the concept
of aid and advice is not applic-
able in this case.   On being
told that the office of the LG
has filed its fresh response to
the petition, the bench said it
wil l  hear the plea on
Wednesday after perusing the
reply.

Senior advocate Abhishek
Singhvi, appearing for the
Delhi government, referred

to the 2018 and recent consti-
tution bench judgements on
control over services and said
the LG has to act as per the aid
and advice of the government
and he should have taken
back the nominations by now.
“There are 12 zones, 12 ward
committees and aldermen can
be appointed to any commit-
tee..For the first time in last 30
years, the LG has directly
appointed members in the
MCD and and earlier it was
always based on aid and advice
(of the government),” he said.

Earlier on May 12, the top
court observed the lieutenant
governor has to act on the “aid
and advice” of the council of
ministers of the Delhi gov-
ernment in nominating 10
aldermen to the MCD.   A
five-judge constitution bench
held on last Thursday that the
Delhi government has legisla-
tive and executive powers over
all but three services – public
order, police and land, and
substantially clipped the wings
of the Centre’s point man in
running day-to-day adminis-
tration of the national capital.
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Panic gripped a school in
South Delhi’s Pushp Vihar

after it received a bomb threat
via email on Tuesday morning.
According to the details, the
bomb threat was received at
Amrita School in the area, dur-
ing the early hours on Tuesday
morning. Delhi Police and other
teams rushed to the school
premises as soon as they
received information about the
bomb threat and conducted a
thorough search operation after
immediately evacuating the
building. However, no suspi-
cious object was found during
the search. Recently, there has
been a spurt of bomb threat
incidents in Delhi schools. This
is the third incidents in the past
one and a half month.  

According to a senior police
officer, Amrita School was evac-
uated immediately after the
threat was received and its
buildings were checked but
nothing suspicious was found.
Chandan Choudhary, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (South)

said, “An email was received
today (Tuesday) morning at
6.33 am at Amrita School, Saket,
regarding a bomb threat. A
thorough checking of the school
has been done through Bomb
Disposal Team but nothing was
found.” A teacher of the school
said all students were safely
evacuated and sent home with
their parents. “I was conducting
the morning assembly in class
around 8 am when the teachers
were informed to stop all activ-
ities and safely lead the students
out of the school building,” she
said.

Parents rushed to the school
after receiving a message on the
school WhatsApp group to
receive their children as soon as
possible. The parent of a UKG
student said that she received a
message on the WhatsApp
group around 8.30 am.
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The AAP run Municipal
Corporation of Delhi

(MCD) has announced its
plans to install portraits of
two great Indian leaders —
Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh
and Dr Br Ambedkar — in all
MCD schools. Delhi Mayor
Shelly Oberoi has issued direc-
tions to “install portraits of the
two iconic figures at every
MCD school to inspire every
student and teacher with their
sacrifices, principles, and
ideals”.

The AAP-led Municipal
Corporation of Delhi has taken
the decision so as to inspire stu-
dents to learn from the sacri-
fices of these leaders and the
principles they espoused, it
said.

The decision comes in line
with Delhi Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal’s vision of
spreading the message of
Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh
and Babasaheb B R Ambedkar
among the masses, the Mayor’s
office said.  The AAP-led MCD
plans to honour the legacy of
these two great Indian leaders
at all MCD-run schools.

The AAP- in MCD hopes
that by commemorating the
legacy of these great leaders at
all MCD schools, every student
and teacher will be inspired to
follow in their footsteps and
work towards creating a more
prosperous and progressive
society, it added. 
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The New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) docu-

ments showed that the con-
struction and demolition waste
collected from New Delhi in the
last financial year witnessed a
decline of over 27 per cent from
the preceding year.

NDMC officials said this
implies fewer construction-
related activities were carried
out last year as compared to the
preceding year. In 2022-23, the

NDMC reported 19,819.87 met-
ric tons of C&D waste were col-
lected from Lutyens’ Delhi, this

includes waste removed from
private properties and buildings
maintained by the NDMC itself,

the documents said. According
to data accessed by PTI, the con-
struction and demolition waste
- the waste generated from
construction, renovation, repair,
and demolition of houses, large
building structures, and roads -
generated and collected in 2021-
22 was 27,272.76 metric tonnes.

This means 7,452.89 metric
tons (27.3 percent decline) less
waste was collected last year
than the preceding year. The
collection of waste in the last
year was also quite less than

2020-21, which was 22,424.39
metric tons.

NDMC has awarded the
work for C&D disposal to a pri-
vate firm that collects the waste
from the NDMC area and
hands it over to the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi for dis-
posal. NDMC relies on MCD
for the disposal of waste because
it does not have a C&D waste
processing plant. The officials
have attributed the drop to
fewer construction activities in
the area.“The drop is nothing to

be concerned about. It depends
on the kind of construction and
demolition activities. Last year,
there were fewer such activities,”
NDMC Vice Chairman Satish
Upadhyay told PTI.

“We have designated 15
sites/locations for the dumping
of Construction and Demolition
(C&D) waste/ melba in the
New Delhi area. We ensure
proper disposal of the C&D
waste with an aim to dust and
dirt-free beautify the New Delhi
area,” he added.
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Atrekking and adventure
track will soon come up

amid trees and flower beds
along the Yamuna floodplains.
Delhi Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena who is also the chair-
man of the NGT appointed a
high-level committee for the
rejuvenation of Yamuna on
Tuesday and laid the founda-
tion stone for the construction
of the track at Signature Bridge. 

The track will run through
a green field alignment and will
pass through the fields of Garhi
Mandu, Shastri Park, Old
Railway Bridge, Geeta Colony
Bridge and Asita up to ITO
Barrage. 

To be constructed by the
Eco Battalion of the Territorial

Army, the earthen track to be
developed amidst trees, grass-
lands and flower beds along the
Yamuna floodplains on the
Eastern Bank, will run
throughout the 11 km stretch
up to Asita at ITO Barrage and
provide residents of the city
with a much-needed adventure
trail, said a Raj Niwas official. 

The LG while conceptual-
ising the restoration and
makeover of the Yamuna flood-

plains, had underlined that the
floodplains should be devel-
oped such that the people of
Delhi come closer to the river
and become stakeholders in its
rejuvenation. 

“All efforts in this direction,
be it the development of Asita,
Baansera, triple grid plantation
drive from Garhi Mandu to
Shastri Park to Bela Farms,
development of Qudsia Ghat or
the foundation stone laid today,

will bring people from across
the city on the banks of the
river and ensure that their
presence over there instills a
sense of ownership of the river
and simultaneously deter unau-
thorised occupation of the
river bank and throwing of
garbage into it,” said the official. 

The territorial army bat-
talion which has been part-
nering with civic agencies in
maintaining the cleaned and
restored stretches of Yamuna
floodplains by preventing
garbage dumping, will develop
the stretch in association with
the DDA.   Provisions for tem-
porary and eco-friendly public
utilities and resting furniture at
regular intervals will be made
available on the track, the offi-
cial said. 
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Aday after the
c o m m e r c i a l

head and produc-
tion controller of
India Ahead News Arvind
Kumar Singh was arrested for
alleged transfer of Rs 17 crore
to a company handling the
Aam Admi Party’s (AAP) pub-
licity campaign during the Goa
elections through hawala chan-
nels, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has arrest-
ed AAP worker Charanpreet
Singh in connection with the
Delhi excise policy case. 

The CBI alleged that
Charanpreet Singh, who is
based in Delhi, was collecting
money from Angadias (hawala

operators) and dis-
tributing it further
for expenses
incurred during the
2022 Goa Assembly
election campaign
of the party.

Last week, the CBI had
arrested a media executive,
Arvind Kumar Singh, for
allegedly transferring Rs 17
crore to Chariot Media, which
handled outdoor advertising
for the AAP during the Goa
polls. Charanpreet Singh
allegedly handled a portion of
this Rs 17 crore for distribution,
the officials said, adding that he
was one of the several persons
authorised to collect money
from hawala operators and
distribute it for campaign pur-
poses.
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The Centre has decided to
recruit private sector spe-

cialists as Joint Secretaries,
Directors and Deputy
Secretaries on contract basis in
its different departments, an
official said on Tuesday.

The Department of
Personnel & Training (DoPT)
has asked the Union Public
Service Commission to recruit
such specialists through “lateral
entry” mode in 12 Government
departments/Ministries, he
said.

Lateral entry refers to
appointment of private sector
specialists in Government
departments. 

Usually the post of Joint
Secretaries, Directors and
Deputy Secretaries are manned
by officers of all-India and
Group A services, among oth-
ers.

The proposed recruitment
will be done for the
Department of Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare under the
Ministry of Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare, Ministry of
Civil Aviation, Department of
Chemicals & Petrochemicals
under Ministry of Chemicals &

Fertilizers, Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, Department
of Food & Public Distribution
in Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food & Public
Distribution and the Ministry
of Heavy Industries.

Select posts in the
Department of Higher
Education, Ministry of
Education, Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs,
Department of Legal Affairs
under the Ministry of Law &
Justice, Department of
Promotion of Industry &
Internal Trade, Ministry of
Commerce & Industry,
Department of Pharmaceutical,
Ministry of Chemicals &
Fertilizers and Department of
School Education & Literacy,
Ministry of Education will also
be filled through this lateral
recruitment, the official said.

“A detailed advertisement
and instructions to candidates
will be uploaded on the UPSC’s
website on May 20,” he said,
adding that interested candi-
dates can apply from May 20 to
June 19.  “Candidates will be
short-listed for interview on the
basis of the information pro-
vided by them in their online
application,” the official said,
sharing an official commu-
nique in this regard.

He said the number of
vacancies, to be filled through
this lateral recruitment, will be
advertised on May 20. 

The Personnel Ministry
had in June 2018 invited appli-
cations against 10 joint secre-
tary-rank posts through later-
al entry mode for the first time.
The recruitment for these posts
was done by the Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC).
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In another boost to achieve
‘Aatmanirbharta’ in defence,

164 Positive Indigenisation List
(PIL) items, with an import
substitution value of Rs 814
crore, that were to be indi-
genised by December 2022,
have met the target within the
timelines. 

These timelines were noti-
fied by the Department of
Defence Production (DDP),
Ministry of Defence (MoD).

Giving details here on

Tuesday, officials said the indi-
genisation of these items was
achieved by Defence Public
Sector Undertakings (DPSUs)
either through industry part-
ners, including MSMEs, or in-
house. The DDP has notified
four PILs consisting of 4,666
items, including Line
Replacement Units
(LRUs)/Sub-systems/Spares &
Components for DPSUs (1st
PIL – 2,851; 2nd PIL – 107; 3rd
PIL – 780; 4th PIL - 928).

It had, earlier, notified suc-
cessful indigenisation of 2,572
items, with an import substi-
tution value of Rs 1,756 crore.
Now, with the notification of
these 164 additional items, the
total number of indigenised
items till December 2022
stands at 2,736, worth an
import substitution value of Rs
2,570 crore. These indigenised
items will now be procured
from the Indian industry only.
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Given the importance of
maintaining logistical sup-

ply chain for operational readi-
ness despite events like the
Covid pandemic, Ukraine war
and tariff wars, IAF chief VR
Chaudhari on Tuesday said
here  digitisation, automation
and data analytics should be
exploited to enhance IAF logis-
tics capabilities.

He made these remarks at
the National Logistics
Management Seminar,
LOGISEM - 23, on the theme
‘Leverage Emerging Global
Supply Chain to Enhance
Logistics Capabilities While
Absorbing Disruptions.’

In his address, IAF Chief
said “Global supply chains have
become increasingly complex
and interconnected, driven by
the manuscripts of interna-
tional trade and advances in
technology. The defence sector
is not an exception to this
trend.

The IAF relies heavily on
global supply chains for deliv-
ery of critical components,
equipment and services to
maintain its combat potential
at optimum level. In recent

times the world has witnessed
multiple and varied disruptions
like COVID-19 pandemic,
Russia-Ukraine conflict, trade
barriers, tariff wars, environ-
mental compliance policies.
Such events have highlighted
the vulnerability of supply
chains to disruptions.

He said “to mitigate such
disruptions leveraging emerg-
ing trends such as digitisation,
automation and data analytics
should be exploited to enhance
IAF logistics capabilities.”

During the seminar,
prominent Speakers, over three
sessions, deliberated and dis-

cussed issues related to the
theme of the Seminar. The
discussions ranged from future
prospects of domestic aviation
industry, modern trends in
supply chain management and
warehousing, and public pro-
curement initiatives through
GeM.

The seminar provided an
ideal platform for the exchange
of ideas between civil and mil-
itary logisticians and is expect-
ed to assist IAF to tailor its sup-
ply-chain needs based on mod-
ern technologies and global
trends. The Seminar was also
live streamed pan-IAF.
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The Leh airport was closed
on Tuesday after its run-

way was reportedly blocked
by a C-17 Globemaster heavy
lift transport aircraft which
was facing technical issues.

It led to flight diversions
and cancellations. Domestic
airlines such as IndiGo, Air
India, SpiceJet and Vistara
operate 11 flights to Leh every
day.  The IAF operates 11 US
made C-17s.  Sources said the
technical glitch is not serious
and the runway is likely to be
operational by Wednesday.
The C-17 was on a routine air
maintenance sortie when it
landed at Leh on Tuesday
morning.

In a post on Twitter,
Vistara said its flight UK601
from Delhi to Leh (DEL-IXL)
was returning to Delhi airport
due to runway restrictions at
Leh and is expected to arrive
in Delhi at 10am.

Air India, which operates
two daily flights to Leh,
diverted one of them to
Srinagar and cancelled the
second flight after a notice to
airmen (NOTAM) was issued
due to the breakdown of the
Globemaster.

While SpiceJet cancelled
two of its three daily flights
to/from Leh, IndiGo which

operates five daily flights had
to cancel all its flights to the
airport.

Flightradar24, a Swedish
internet-based service that
shows real-time aircraft flight
tracking information, also
said all flight arrivals into the
airport have been cancelled.

“All flights have been can-
celled for today and airlines
will be informed if the runway
could be operational as per
schedule tomorrow,” an air-
port official said.

The C-17s, along with
IL-76s, C-130Js and AN-32s,
play a critical role in sup-
porting the army’s forward
deployments in the Ladakh
sector.  The C-17s played a
major role in transporting
soldiers and military equip-
ment to Eastern Ladakh after
trouble erupted at the Line of
Actual Control(LAC)there in
May 2020.

During the recent evacu-
ation of Indian nationals from
strife torn Sudan a few weeks
ago, a C-17 carried out an
impressive rescue of 192 peo-
ple from there with the full
mission lasting almost 24
hours with a refuelling stop at
Jeddah in Saudi Arabia.

�+	)��$��#	"(� ��
) 	�(�#"+4+�#	04�5
,(�"- 	����)3

���������)�����*����
5 6�� -71

The Tamil Nadu
Government has told the

Supreme Court it has not
issued any order imposing a
“shadow or implicit ban” on
‘The Kerala Story’, a multilin-
gual film that has triggered a
massive controversy over reli-
gious conversion. The State
Government claimed that
despite the state providing nec-
essary security to theatres and
multiplexes, their owners
decided to stop exhibiting the
film from May 7 because of
lack of enthusiastic response

from the general public. 
The State Government, in

its reply to the petition filed by
the makers of the film alleging
a de-facto ban in the state, said
amidst objections and protests

the movie was released in 19
multiplexes throughout Tamil
Nadu on May 5. “The film was
heavily criticized after its
release, with some Muslim
organizations alleging that the

film spreads “anti-Muslim hate”
and “Islamophobia” among the
common public and has been
produced solely with the intent
to polarize other religions
against Muslim,” it said. 

Questioning the maintain-
ability of the plea filed under
Article 32 of the Constitution,
the State Government said, “It
is submitted that the govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu has not
issued any order banning the
public exhibition of the film,
nor is there a de-facto ban on
the film in the state”. Tamil
Nadu Government said ade-
quate police protection pro-
vided by the state facilitated the

theatre owners to screen the
film throughout Tamil Nadu
on May 5 and 6 despite back-
lash from certain Muslim
organisations. 

“However, due to the lack
of reception from the general
public, theatre and multiplex
owners of the State decided to
stop exhibiting the film from
May 7,” it said, adding the con-
tent of the petition alleging that
the State has imposed a “shad-
ow or implicit ban” on the film
is false and baseless, and is
vehemently denied.                 

The affidavit filed by addi-
tional director general of police
(law and order) of the State said

on May 5, the DGP of Tamil
Nadu had issued instructions to
all commissioners of police
and district superintendents
of police to provide adequate
security and protection to every
cinema hall that screened the
film. While West Bengal
banned the movie after three
days of screening in theatres,
Tamil Nadu has not banned the
film but the exhibitors have
withdrawn from cinema halls
owing to security concerns.
The top court had asked the
Tamil Nadu Government to
specify measures taken to pro-
vide adequate security to the-
atres screening the film.
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The CBI on Tuesday con-
ducted searches at the

premises of RJD MLA Kiran
Devi and Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Prem Chand Gupta at
nine locations in multiple
States in connection with the
land-for-jobs scam.

The agency searched
properties linked to Kiran
Devi and her husband Arun
Singh in Bihar’s Arrah and
Patna, and those of Gupta in
Gurugram and Rewari in
Haryana, Noida in Uttar
Pradesh besides the national
capital, officials said.

The CBI also searched
the MLA’s official residence at
Hardinge Road in Patna in
the morning and collected
some documents, they added.

The agency also searched
properties linked to her in her
constituency, Sandesh in

Arrah, they further said.
It is alleged that during

RJD supremo Lalu Prasad
Yadav’s tenure as Railway
Minister from 2004-2009,
appointments were made in
Central Railways in violation
of norms and procedures of
recruitment.

No advertisement or pub-
lic notice was issued for the
appointments but some resi-
dents of Patna were appoint-
ed as substitutes in different
zonal railways located at
Mumbai, Jabalpur, Kolkata,
Jaipur and Hajipur, the FIR
has alleged.
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The Supreme Court
Collegium headed by

Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud on Tuesday rec-
ommended to the Centre the
names of Andhra Pradesh
High Court (HC) Chief
Justice Prashant Kumar
Mishra and senior advocate
KV Viswanathan as judges of
the apex court.  If the recom-
mendation of the Collegium
is accepted by the
Government, Viswanathan,
upon the retirement of Justice
JB Pardiwala on August 11,
2030, will become the Chief
Justice of India and remain in
the post till May 25, 2031. 

The Supreme Court has a
sanctioned strength of 34
judges and is currently func-
tioning with 32. Two Supreme

Court judges-Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and MR Shah-
have retired in the last two
days. The Collegium, also
comprising Justices Sanjay
Kishan Kaul, KM Joseph, Ajay
Rastogi and Sanjiv Khanna,
noted in its resolution that
four more vacancies are going
to arise by the second week of
July and the working strength
of judges will come down to
28.  Justice KM Joseph is set
to retire on June 16, 2023,
Justice Ajay Rastogi on June
17,  Justice V
Ramasubramanian on June
29 and Justice Krishna Murari
on July 8 this year. 
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Bu o y e d
by the

success of
his party in
the just
concluded
Karnataka
Ass e mbly
elections, former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi has
now scheduled a rally of
about 5,000 NRIs in New
York’s  Madison Square
Garden on June 4, Sources
said the rally will be part of
his 10-days visit to the United
States scheduled to begin on
May 31, which is also ahead
of the State visit to USA by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the later part of
June.

Sources said Rahul is also
expected to go to Washington
and California for a panel dis-
cussion and speech at
Stanford University. He will
also meet politicians and
entrepreneurs during his visit.
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India and Belgium have
reviewed the entire spectrum

of their bilateral ties during
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar’s interaction with
Belgian Prime Minister
Alexander Croo in Brussels.
The two leaders also discussed
issues of contemporary strate-
gic concerns.

Jaishankar, who arrived in
Brussels late Monday evening
for the last leg of his three-
nation tour covering
Bangladesh, Sweden and
Belgium, also discussed issues
related to trade and technology
with the Belgian Prime Minister.

The meeting was also
attended by Commerce and
Industries Minister Piyush
Goyal and Minister of State for
Skill Development and
Information Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekhar. The three

Indian ministers are in Brussels
for the first meeting of the
India-EU Trade and Technology
Council scheduled for Tuesday.

The Indian ministerial del-
egation also met Ursula von der
Leyen, President of the EU
Commission. 

The first ministerial-level
meeting of the India-EU Trade
and Technology Council (TTC)
will take place late Tuesday in
Brussels.

The TTC was launched by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and President of the European
Commission during the latter's
visit to India in April last year.
Subsequently, both sides estab-
lished three working groups
under the TTC.

The first working group is
on strategic technologies, digi-
tal governance and digital con-
nectivity. The second one is on
green and clean energy tech-
nologies and the third one is on
trade, investment and resilient
value chains.
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Ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to

the US in June, the Biden
administration has described
India as one of its most conse-
quential partners and the visit
is an opportunity to enhance
partnership on several vital
priorities.  They include ensur-
ing a free and open Indo-
Pacific, and strengthen trade
and security partnership.

Prime Minister Modi will
embark on his first state visit to
the US next month on an invi-
tation by President Joe Biden
and First Lady Jill Biden. The
US President and the First
Lady will also host Modi at a
state dinner on June 22.

“Our partnership with
India is one of our most con-
sequential relationships and
we work closely with India on
a number of vital priorities,”
state department’s Deputy Press
Secretary Vedant Patel told
reporters at his daily news

conference in Washington late
Monday.

The state visit is an oppor-
tunity to deepen some of these
partnerships, whether it be
ensuring a free and open Indo-
Pacific and ensuring that it is
a region that is more connect-
ed, more prosperous, more
secure and more resilient, Patel
told reporters.

Patel’s reference to the
Indo-Pacific came amidst
China’s aggressive behaviour in
the region where it is engaged
in hotly contested territorial
disputes in both the South
China Sea and the East China
Sea. China claims sovereignty

over all of the South China Sea.
Vietnam, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Brunei and Taiwan
have counterclaims.

Beijing has also built up
and militarised many of the
islands and reefs it controls in
the region. Both areas are stat-
ed to be rich in minerals, oil
and other natural resources and
are also vital to global trade.

The US, Japan, India and
Australia had in 2017 given
shape to the long-pending pro-
posal of setting up the “Quad”
or the Quadrilateral coalition to
counter China’s aggressive
behaviour in the Indo-Pacific
region.
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Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly Speaker Rahul

Narwekar on Tuesday said the
Election Commission’s decision
to allot the ‘Shiv Sena’ name
and its symbol to the faction led
by Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde is a “prospective” deci-
sion and not restropective.

Speaking to reporters here
after a meeting with some offi-
cials in the Vidhan Bhavan,
Narwekar also said the decision
on disqualification of 16 MLAs
including Chief Minister
Shinde will start from the point
of which faction was repre-
senting the actual Shiv Sena in
July 2022. The Speaker on
Monday also said that after the
Supreme Court’s May 11 ver-
dict, he will have to first recog-

nise in the House which faction
of the Shiv Sena is the political
party before going ahead with
any other decision. In its ver-
dict on the Shiv Sena-centric
tussle that led to the fall of the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government in Maharashtra
last year, the Supreme Court
said it can’t reinstate the then
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray as he choses to
resign without facing the floor
test.  

Refusing to disqualify the
16 rebel Shiv Sena MLAs,
including CM Eknath Shinde,
the Supreme Court said it can-
not ordinarily adjudicate dis-
qualification petitions under
the anti-defection law and
directed Speaker Narwekar to
take a decision on the pending
matter within a “reasonable
period”. Shinde was earlier a
cabinet minister in the Uddhav
Thackeray-led MVA
Government. In June 2022,

Shinde and 39 other MLAs
revolted against their party
leadership, leading to a split in
the Shiv Sena. Shinde later
became the Chief Minister
with the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s support (BJP).

While the two Sena groups,
one led by Shinde and the other
by Uddhav Thackeray, have
contested elections as different
entities, they are not separate-
ly recognised in the Assembly.
The Election Commission in
February this year allotted the
name ‘Shiv Sena’ and its poll
symbol ‘bow and arrow’ to the
group led by Chief Minister
Shinde.

Narwekar on Tuesday said,
“As per the SC verdict, the start-
ing point of the pleas would be
deciding on which faction was
representing the Shiv Sena in
July 2022.  Although the
Election Commission of India
has allotted the name Shiv
Sena and its symbol to the
Shinde faction, the decision is
not retrospective. It is a
prospective decision.”  “The
Supreme Court has noted that
the decision on which faction
was representing Shiv Sena
has to be decided by the
Speaker,” he added. 

Mumbai: Maharashtra State
Commission for Woman
(MSCW) chairperson Rupali
Chakankar has asked the state
home department to set up a
panel to find out women miss-
ing from the state and submit
a report every fortnight on its
progress.

Between January 1 and
March 31 this year, 3,594
women went missing and some
of them were traced. It is a seri-
ous matter that women and
girls were going missing from
the state, Chakankar said on
Monday. 

She was speaking to
reporters after a meeting with
Special Inspector General of
Police (women and child crime

prevention) Deepak Pandey,
state home department’s assis-
tant secretary Rahul Kulkarni,
MSCW deputy chairperson
Deepa Thakur and legal expert
Virendra Neve. A statement
issued by the MSCW said
Chakankar has instructed the
home department to set up a
search committee for the miss-
ing women and the department
should submit its report every
fortnight about the panel’s
progress.

She said no police officials
are part of the existing search
committees for missing
women.  “Between January 1
and March 31 this year, 3,594
women went missing and some
of them were traced. PTI
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Politics heated up in Bengal
with the Opposition BJP

and Left demanding an inves-
tigation by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
after at least 10 people were
killed and about a dozen injured
on Tuesday in a massive blast at
an illegal cracker factory at
Kajikul village in Egra sub-
division of East Midnapore dis-
trict bordering Odisha.

Locals claimed at least 21
people including several women
had died in the explosion which
flung dead bodies more than
100 metres away in a pond. 

The whole house caved in
under the impact of the explo-
sion — which was heard from
a distance of five km, sources
said adding the wave created by
the blast not only shook hous-
es at a distance but shattered
glass panes of those situated
about hundred metres away.
The illegal cracker factory was
owned by a local Trinamool
Congress leader Krishnapada
Bagh, villagers said, alleging
despite repeated complaints to
the police nothing was done to
stop it from conducting its
business. The police had cor-

doned off the area and search-
es were on for the bodies that lay
strewn on the approach road
and in the paddy field as also
nearby ponds, sources said
adding the collapsed house
resembled a “bombarded
Ukrainian structure.” 

“There was a blast at Egra
which unfortunately killed some
people I have been told … I
have immediately ordered a
CID investigation into the case
and sent the ADG CID there,”
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee told reporters at State
secretariat Nabanna adding, the
man who owned the illegal
factory was a habitual offender

and had been arrested in
December 2022 post which he
secured bail. “After getting bail
he has again started it … If
someone gets bail what the
government will do … but still
I have taken a strong note of the
incident … the local inspector
in-charge will be asked to
explain his conduct,” Banerjee
said adding as well that “the
local village panchayat had last
year been taken over by the BJP”
through a no-confidence vote. 

“It is BJP’s panchayat and
the TMC has little activity in the
area … so much so that the vil-
lagers are not even allowing our
local MLA to enter the village

today … there should not be
any politicization of such inci-
dents where so many people
have been killed,” Banerjee said
announcing Rs 2 lakh for the
next of kin of the deceased and
Rs 1 lakh each for the treatment
of those injured. The owner of
the house might have fled to
bordering Odisha where he
used to export his crackers, she
said. 

The Chief  Minister’s assur-
ance of an “impartial and thor-
ough investigation” notwith-
standing, the Opposition raised
a demand for an investigation
by the National Investigation
Agency. This, even as Bengal
BJP president Sukanata
Majumdar wrote a letter to
Home Minister Amit Shah
seeking NIA probe into the
blast. 

“The TMC Government is
letting it pass as a mere accident
in an illegal cracker factory but
we have information that
behind  veneer of the cracker
factory something else was
being manufactured … a blast
in a cracker factory could not be
so intense … so considering the
gravity of the situation after the
explosion which has killed so
many people — and the num-

ber may rise — we have
demanded an NIA probe,”
Majumdar said. “Huge explo-
sion in Sahara village in Egra,
Purba Medinipur, at the local
TMC leader Krishnapada Bag’s
(alias Bhanu) house. I am
receiving news from the ground
that the number of casualties is
enormous.

Immediately, central forces
should be deployed as dead
bodies are being shifted illegal-
ly by Mamata Police,” Adhikari
alleged in a tweet urging Shah
and Bengal Governor CV
Ananda Bose to initiate NIA
investigation as early as possi-
ble,” as “Bengal has become the
stockpile of explosives “  His
party colleague Rahul Sinha
too demanded an NIA investi-
gation. 

CPI(M) central committee
member Sujan Chakrabarty
said, “After driving away indus-
try from Bengal Mamata
Banerjee has converted the State
into a bomb-making hub …
bomb is the main industry here
… and this has to be probed by
the NIA though I am not sure
whether the Chief Minister will
use her clout with the BJP gov-
ernment to dilute this case also
as she has always done.”
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The BJP on Tuesday said
TMC supremo Mamata

Banerjee has drawn “a no-go
zone” for the Congress in West
Bengal and other states by say-
ing she will support the grand
old party wherever it is strong
provided it reciprocates.

BJP national spokesper-
son Shehzad Poonawalla said
Banerjee’s statement on
Monday would set a template
that the Congress should not
enter into states like West
Bengal, Telangana or Uttar
Pradesh where it is perceived to
be weak.

He also said there is “no
mission and vision” in the
efforts being made to forge
opposition unity ahead of the
2024 Lok Sabha elections. The
West Bengal Chief Minister
said on Monday that in the
seat-sharing formula for the
2024 polls, strong regional par-
ties must be given priority
where they are strong.

Poonawalla noted
Banerjee has said she is ready
to support the Congress wher-
ever it is strong, provided it rec-
iprocates in West Bengal and
does not interfere in the state.

“It is not Mamata
Banerjee’s statement of support
but a statement of no-confi-
dence (in the Congress),” BJP
national spokesperson Shahzad
Poonawala told PTI when
asked for a comment.

“It is an assault and attack
on what the Congress had
started dreaming about which
is its expansion across the
national spectrum in 2024... A
break has been put by Mamata
Banerjee,” he added. “She is
drawing a no-go zone for the
Congress party and setting a
template that the Congress

should enter into a no-go zone
agreement with these parties
and should not enter, say in
Bengal, Telangana or in Uttar
Pradesh where the Congress is
not strong,” he said.

“The template being set by
the TMC is actually a vote of
no-confidence,” he said,
adding, “A sharp retort and
message is being sent to the
Congress that there are certain
no-go zones clearly defined,
notwithstanding the results
that have come out in
Karnataka.” 

The BJP spokesperson said
the hopes of those who are very
enthusiastic in drawing “a
national template” from the

Karnataka assembly poll results
have been “dashed and crashed
by their own ideological cousin
like the TMC”. On opposition
unity ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, he said, “It is
only a mission for position
division, commission, corrup-
tion. It is only an alliance of
negativity, directed at stopping
the BJP.

“It has an obsession with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. For them, it is important
who will get more share in the
pie. This usually happens when
there is not any mission or
vision for the country in such
kinds of of prospective
alliances,” Poonawalla told.
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New Delhi: NITI Aayog has
pitched for establishing attrac-
tive financing frameworks
such as blending finances and
green bonds to attract private
sector investment in setting up
small modular reactors (SMR)
to decarbonise India’s energy
sector.

The Aayog in a report
titled ‘The Role of Small
Modular Reactors in Energy
Transition’ further suggested
that availability of low-cost
finance, green finance and
incorporation of nuclear into
green taxonomy can improve
the economics of SMR pro-
jects.

“De-risking SMR projects
and establishing attractive
financing frameworks such as
blending finance, green bonds,
etc. Is pivotal for incentivising
private investors,” it said.
According to the report, it has
been observed that venture
capital is a poor fit for the
“hard” SMR sector.

As per the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), the SMRs are
advanced nuclear reactors with
a power generation capacity
ranging from less than 30
MWe to 300+ MWe. “Hence,
the public and private sectors
must work together to identi-
fy alternative sources of early-
stage finance,” it said.

Noting that successful
deployment of SMR technol-
ogy must leverage private sec-
tor investment, the report said
a robust and technology-neu-
tral policy framework is
required for securing private

investment including factors
currently having growing
influence on investment flows
such as taxonomies and envi-
ronmental, social and gover-
nance factors.

The report also pointed
out that early realisation of a
few demonstration plants for
SMR designs can reduce the
intensity of risk perception,
which can give impetus to sup-
ply chain formation and bring
investment and stability to
the industry. Adaption and
streamlining of licensing and
regulatory frameworks by tak-
ing key SMR attributes into
account are also important to
develop a global SMR market,
it added.

While noting that the
existing nuclear safety regula-
tions are mostly designed for
land-based plants and unit
concept of large reactors, the
report recommended that for
the concept of multi-module
and flexible operation of
SMRs, these regulations and
guidelines need to be modi-
fied.

“The nuclear regulatory
framework should be com-
prehensive to allow various
kinds of SMR technologies
and designs,” it said. According
to the report, a pre-licensing
vendor design review can facil-
itate early identification and
resolution of potential techni-
cal or regulatory issues in
design process.

The report noted that
SMRs have emerged as pre-
ferred nuclear energy options
compared to large reactors.
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Lucknow: Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav on
Tuesday supported West
Bengal Chief Minister and
TMC supremo Mamata
Banerjee’s assertion that her
party will support the Congress
where it is strong in the 2024
Lok Sabha elections.

Supporting Banerjee’s state-
ment for Opposition unity at
the national level, Yadav said
the party which is strong in a
State should contest elections
there.

He said Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar,
Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao and other
parties also hold the same
opinion, according to a party
statement. Recently, Yadav met
Kumar and RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav here. He had
also participated in a function
of the TRS in Telangana early
this year.

On Monday, Banerjee
cleared the air on TMC’s stand
on a possible strategy for oppo-
sition unity. She said her party

will support the Congress
where it is strong in the 2024
Lok Sabha elections. The
Samajwadi Party is the main
opposition in the most popu-
lous state of Uttar Pradesh,
which sends the maximum 80
members to Lok Sabha.

The SP in the recent past
forged alliance with both
Congress and BSP but sepa-
rated later. Last year, the party
had gone into the UP polls with
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) along
with Apna Dal (Kamerawadi)
and others.

Congratulating the people
of Karnataka for defeating the
BJP, Yadav said the people
have rejected those who spread
hatred. “BJP works to make the
society fight,” he said. PTI
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Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) president Sharad

Pawar on Tuesday asked Union
Minister for Minority Affairs
Smriti Z Irani to bring the
charges payable by Haj pil-
grims at the Embarkation Points
(EPs) of Aurangabad and
Nagpur at par with the charges
prescribed at Mumbai EP.

Flagging the issue of dis-
crepancies in the charges
payable at the Embarkation
Points for Haj pilgrims at dif-
ferent locations in Maharashtra,
Pawar stat4ed in a letter written
to the Union Minister that

Mumbai, Aurangabad and
Nagpur figured among the 22
airports identified across the
country as EPs for Haj pilgrims
for the 2023 season. However,
there were a lot of discrepancies
in the EP charges payable at
Aurangabad “which is around
Rs 88,000 higher than what is
payable in Mumbai”. “It puts a
heavy burden on the Haj pil-

grims especially from the
underdeveloped regions of
Marathwada and other rural
areas of Maharashtra,” Pawar
said.”The Haj pilgrims from
the entire Marathwada region
have raised their voice against
these indiscriminate charges
and urged the Centre to bring
it at par with Mumbai EP
charges,” he said, as he enclosed
representations received from
his party’s leaders from
Marathwada region. “I shall be
happy if the charges payable at
Aurangabad EP and Nagpur EP
are brought at par with the
charges applied at Mumbai EP,”
the NCP chief added.
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The Maharashtra
Government on Tuesday

ordered an enquiry by a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) into an
attempt by members of a minor-
ity community to enter the
ancient Trimbakeshwar Shiva
temple in Nashik district of
north Maharashtra on Saturday.

Announcing an SIT probe
into what is being seen an
attempt of sacrilege at the
ancient Shiva temple at Trimbak
where one of the twelve jyotir-
lingas is kept, Maharashtra’s
deputy chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis ordered “strict action”
and registering of an FIR “on the
incident of a miscreants gath-
ering at the entrance and trying
to enter the Trimbakeshwar

temple”. In a tweet put out on his
official handle, Fadnavis
announced that an officer of the
rank of Additional Director
General of Police (ADIG) would
head the SIT that would inves-
tigate the incident. 

“The SIT will not only
probe this year's incident, but
also last year's incident when a
certain mob had allegedly
'entered inside’ the
Trimbakeshwar temple premis-
es through the main entrance,”
the DCM said. 

Early on Saturday, a group
of people purportedly belong-
ing to a minority community
forcibly attempted to enter the
Shiva temple through the main
entrance on Saturday as part of
their plan to place chadar on the
sacred Shivling there. The inci-

dent resulted in acute tension in
the temple of Trimbak, located
28 km from Nashik. Later, the
incident also sparked violent
clashes between the members of
two communities.       

The situation in the temple
town returned to normal on
Tuesday, after rhe local police
detained at least 25 persons
belonging to both the commu-
nities. 

The police also held recon-
ciliation meetings between the
leaders of  two communities to
bring about peace, calm and
harmony in the town. On its
part, the Opposition Shiv Sena
(UBT) leaders came down heav-
ily on the  Eknath Shinde-led
Shiv Sena- BJP alliance gov-
ernment for “breakdown of law
and order in state.
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Afroza Begum, 35, and
her husband
Mohammad Amin,

38, from Pulwama, Jammu
and Kashmir have been weav-
ing carpets for the last 10
years. Despite being skilled
artisans, the duo earns Rs
300-400 per day after work-
ing ten hours a day, which is
insufficient to make ends
meet. With two children in
Class 6th and 3rd, they find
it hard to manage their expen-
ditures. Besides, the long
hours of weaving carpets have
a serious impact on their
physical and mental health.

Manzoor Ahmad Bhat, a
35-year-old carpet weaver
with over 15 years of experi-
ence, laments his decision to
follow in his ancestors' foot-
steps as he struggles to pro-
vide for his family of five,
including two children, a
wife, and a mother in Central
Kashmir's Budgam district.

“I earn Rs 200 per day
after working over 10 hours
in a day, even after weaving
carpets for the last 15-years.
We receive a meagre wage
that fails to reflect the arti-
sanal skill required to produce
these prized carpets. While
top businessmen and politi-
cians are among those who

enjoy these carpets, the arti-
sans themselves do not earn
even the wages of an unskilled
labourer. With increasing
demand for Kashmiri hand-
icrafts, artisans remain hope-
ful for a better future, but they
face multiple challenges,” he
said. 

Cheap labour, recent
competition from machine-
made products, inadequate
marketing, and the adverse
impact of COVID-19 are
some of the challenges.
Moreover, some products
from other parts of the world
are falsely marketed as
Kashmiri handicraft items,
compounding the artisans'
difficulties. 

At least 3 lakh people are
associated with handicrafts
including carpets, papier-
mache, shawls, and wood
carving, who over the years
have been finding it difficult
to feed their families.

However, they expect better
days ahead given the increas-
ing demand for handicrafts in
several countries.

Between 2019 and 2021,
thousands of Kashmiri arti-
sans, including 45-year-old
shawl maker Bashir Ahmad
from Srinagar, faced tough
times. First, Kashmir was
shut down for weeks follow-
ing the abrogation of Article
370 on August 5, 2019, and
then the Covid-19 pandem-
ic crippled the global econo-
my.  

According to Bashir, the
situation had been really bad
for artisans as they were
struggling to feed their fam-
ilies. “The situation wors-
ened post August 5, 2019 and
then Covid 19. My son was
sitting idle for months as
there was no demand for
Kashmiri handicrafts. But
during 2022, we received sev-
eral orders and made good
earnings,” he said. 

However, not all the arti-
sans were as fortunate as
Ahmad. While the artisans
who produce these carpets
are struggling financially,
the export of Kashmiri car-
pets has increased consider-
ably. Official figures reveal
that goods worth Rs 728.99

crore were exported in the
three quarters of the fiscal
2022-2023 of which export
of Kashmiri carpets were
over Rs 300 crore to various
countries. Jammu and
Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
recently mentioned that the
administration has taken
several important steps to
boost the handicraft and
handloom sector.  More than
three lakh artisans are regis-
tered with the department. 

To protect the industry
from counterfeits, the govern-
ment has implemented GI
tags on various handicraft
items. These tags are QR
code-based and serve as indi-
cations of the product's origin
and associated quality, repu-
tation, or characteristics of the
region. 

Shah noted that while
the figures for only three
quarters have been finalized
so far, he believes that the
export figures of Kashmiri
handicrafts would have
exceeded Rs 1000 crore dur-
ing 2022-2023. However, it
may take some time to get the
final figures.

(The author is an indepen-
dent writer from Jammu and
Kashmir. Charkha Features)
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ernance and addressing citizens' needs.
It showcased party achievements and
plans. Through addresses, rallies, and
events, leaders effectively communicat-
ed policies, informing voters. The yatra
gained media coverage, expanding the
party's message and reach. This visibil-
ity shaped public opinion and built
momentum for the party's success. In
conclusion, the Bharat Jodo Yatra was a
key factor in the political party's victo-
ry in the Karnataka Assembly elections.
Its ability to connect, unite, and effec-
tively communicate its agenda played a
pivotal role in securing the voters' man-
date. 

Vishal Mayur | Tumkur

���������	��
��
Sir — Karnataka DGP Mr Praveen Sood
who has been appointed as the Director
of the country's premier investigation
agency Central  Bureau of
Investigation(CBI) is a 1986 batch IPS
officer of Karnataka cadre, who is
known as one of the most outstanding
IPS officers of the country.

During his distinguished career
spanning over three decades, he has held
several important assignments in India
and abroad, where he served with full
honesty, sincerity, and dedication of the
highest order and provided the state
with outstanding leadership he has
held increasingly responsible positions
like D.G.P(CID), Commissioner of
Police Bangalore a security advisor to
the Mauritius government Praveen
Sood is a notable alumnus of the IIT
Delhi, IIM-Bangalore and Syracuse
University in New York.

He is known as a highly Tech savvy
officer, who incorporated technology in
old school policing to make it more
effective in handling the new age
crimes, law and order challenges and
rendering easy access to police services
for the common man. his contribution
to using technology to ease Bengaluru’s
infamous traffic snarls is well known,  

Ramesh G jethani | Bangalore

�����������	����������	����
Sir —  In a shocking incident as per
report the male passenger was arrested
for allegedly molesting a female flight
attendant on board an IndiGo Dubai-
Amritsar flight in an inebriated state,
police said on Monday. Rajinder Singh,
who hails from Kotli village of Jalandhar
in Punjab, got into a heated argument
with the air hostess and allegedly molest-
ed her on Saturday, police said."The air
hostess brought the incident to the
crew's notice. The accused was alleged-
ly in a drunken state," police said. The
IndiGo crew members then notified the
Amritsar control room about the mat-
ter and the assistant security manager of
the airline lodged a police complaint.
The accused was arrested upon his
arrival at the Shri Guru Ramdas ji
International Airport here, they said.
Singh was booked under Sections 354
(assault or criminal force to woman with
intent to outrage her modesty) and
Section 509 (word, gesture or act intend-
ed to insult the modesty of a woman) of
the Indian Penal Code, police said. In the
First Information Report (FIR), the air-
line said Singh started drinking alcohol
immediately after boarding the flight—
it said he began harassing the woman
crew member and even got into an argu-
ment with her, raising his voice, and
causing a commotion.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai

�������������	����
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Sir — The journey, arranged by a well-
known political party, turned out to be
a game-changer and played a crucial part
in their electoral triumph. This was an
effective grassroots platform for con-
necting with voters. It allowed leaders to
engage, understand concerns, and share
their vision for Karnataka's development.
The Yatra built trust, strengthened voter
bonds, and fostered direct interaction.
It unified communities, transcended pol-
itics, and symbolized solidarity, promot-
ing a united Karnataka. The Yatra con-
nected with voters seeking inclusive gov-
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sweep them. The establish-
ment wants elections minus
Khan (in jail) to fix the out-
come. For Khan to be put
back in jail the process has to
be transparent and legal as the
courts indicated last week
when they provided Khan
with a reprieve till 15 May
and bail for two weeks. This
bit is not clear as reports sug-
gest that Islamabad High
Court gave him blanket relief
in 145 cases against him.

Khan returned home in
Zaman Park Lahore and a
national broadcast blamed
Gen Munir for his ‘abduction’
and tore into DGISPR. He
asked his supporters to stage
freedom protests on the
weekend near their towns
and villages. Hundreds of
corruption cases have been
levelled against him and the
ball now is in the govern-
ment’s court -how to react to
wholesale relief against 145
cases. The prolonged crisis
had led to people storming
military installations includ-
ing Mianwali Air Base,
destroying the Chagai mon-
ument, the symbol of
Pakistan’s nuclear power and
Lahore Corps Commander’s
residence. Some reports indi-
cate Corps Commander has
been removed.

These crises come atop
Pakistan’s worst economic

situation when the IMF's
25th loan – this time of USD
5bn -- is on hold prompted by
the US. Despite friends with
deep pockets in Saudi Arabia,
UAE and China, there is a
near atta famine across
Pakistan, inflation shooting to
47 per cent and the dollar at
an all-time high of Rs 300.
That’s why no one wants
Pakistan to become a nuclear
Somalia. Some five years ago,
when I was in Tel Aviv for a
counter-terrorism conference,
we were taken deep into the
desert to witness Iron Dome
air defence firings. A senior
IDF officer connected with
Mossad confided that US
and Israeli Special Forces
have rehearsed contingency
plans in these deserts to
secure Pakistan’s nuclear arse-
nal.

Pakistan’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Hina Rabbani Khar’s
recent leaked pivot to China
paper has only confirmed
Pakistan-China iron-clad
relations. Beijing is silent
over Khan’s arrest as it regards
the military as the touchstone
for internal stability. How
the brutal assaults by Khan
supporters on its institution-
al symbols will affect Beijing’s
confidence in the military,
one will not know. As for
India Pakistan has remained
a troubling neighbour with

the 2003 cease-fire renewed
in February 2022. The revo-
cation of Article 370 by India
will never be accepted by
Pakistan as Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto’s recent inter-
view to an Indian TV chan-
nel during his SCO visit
reveals. Two deadly terrorist
attacks in Jammu over three
weeks and probably more in
store during the G20 tourism
ministers’ meet in Srinagar
later this month have revived
hostility in bilateral relations.

Pakistan’s military has
scores to settle with India
over 1971 and Balakot. It
has one confirmed ally,
China, in this mission. India
cannot wish away an interna-
tionally recognized UN-reg-
istered dispute over Kashmir
over which there are also
bilateral agreements at Simla
and Lahore. It's time for India
to wake up and smell the cof-
fee. Meanwhile, it will be
wrong on the part of many
Indians to assume that a dis-
turbed/divided/disintegrated
Pakistan is better than a sta-
ble Pakistan.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,

IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the

Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the Integrated Defence

Staff. The views expressed
are personal)
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Pakistan’s poly-crises –
political, economic
and civil-military rela-
tions – continue
unabated though it is

nothing new – and an only spike
in scale and intensity of multi-
ple crises. For the single-most
critical factor of national stabil-
ity and cohesion – the Army –
it possibly is more significant
than the military defeat in 1971
when on his return home, Lt
Gen AAK Niazi was made to sit
on a donkey and paraded
through his village. Or the tak-
ing out of Osama bin Laden in
2011 from under the very nose
of the Army. For over two years
now, the Army has been saying
that it has no political role
although historically it is deeply
involved in propping up prime
ministers – Nawaz Sharif and
Imran Khan to name two.

The Deep State is a grand
trinity of Army, ISI and jihadi
Tanzeems. Current COAS, Gen
Asif Munir is former DG ISI
appointed by outgoing COAS,
Gen Bajwa over PM Imran
Khan’s choice of Lt Gen Faiz
Hameed. Khan has called out
Bajwa and Maj Gen Faisal
Naseer as his would-be assassins.
Given that the Army has man-
aged to call the shots without
direct rule, it is unlikely to
declare martial law. Last
Saturday DG ISPR Maj Gen
Ahmad Choudhary announced:
“There is no question of impos-
ing martial law”. After which
Khan, rescued by courts, tore
into COAS and DG ISPR. More
on this later.

The likely internal divisions
in the Army among nine Corps
Commanders have to be fixed
and any popular unrest over the
future arrest of Khan has to be
brought under control with a
soft hand. The Army is the ulti-
mate custodian of Pak’s core val-
ues and ‘atomi taakat’, its nuclear
crown jewels. At present the
People’s Movement for
Democracy – all political parties
led by PML Nawaz, brother
Shahbaz Sharif along with the
Establishment are opposed by
Khan’s PTI and a divided
Supreme Court. National elec-
tions are to be held in October.

Khan wants them held soon-
est as his party is expected to
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(Author is the national
general secretary of the
Bharatiya Janata Party) 

The G7 Summit will brain-
storm global issues faced by
humanity. Ahead of the sum-
mit, health ministers of G7
along with outreach coun-

tries – India, Indonesia and Thailand –
along with multilateral agencies brain-
stormed over the issues faced by human-
ity. The G7 being a group of the most
industrialized nations in the world also
has the most of the global wealth with
them. Needless to say, G7 has an accom-
panying duty and responsibility to take
the lead in addressing global challenges,
including the health issues of the world
population.

Union Minister for Health and
Family Welfare Mansukh Manadaviya
attended the meeting of the health min-
isters of G7 along with outreach nations.
India for the past few years has been at
the centre stage of the deliberations of
G7. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
regularly been attending the G7 meet-
ings. Also, India with the presidency of
G20 is currently at the centre stage of a
solution-based actionable agenda for the
global challenges. The success of the G7
agenda cannot be achieved unless
aligned with the aims and objectives
cogently brought forth by India with the
G20 presidency.

The world is still learning its way out
of the Covid-19 pandemic. The once-in-
a-century pandemic has made human-
ity aware of the health risk of an inter-
connected world. The outbreak of com-
municable diseases poses a serious chal-

lenge to the well-being of the
global population. Also, a health
issue is directly connected with
the global economy. Indian G20
presidency by lending its voice to
the Global South has brought
forth the concerns of the devel-
oping and poor countries of
deepening debt, which became
acute in the aftermath of the
Covid-19 pandemic. It’s in this
context that the agenda of G7 and
G20 must be aligned.

The G7 must take lessons
from the Indian way of dealing
with the Covid-19 pandemic, as
it can lead the wealthiest nations
to contribute constructively by
learning from the leadership of
PM Modi. The Indian Covid-19
response was based on the prin-
ciple that none should be left
behind in the vaccination drive.
All must be vaccinated and India
demonstrated that the people
living in the remotest parts of the
country were also provided with
not only access to the vaccines but
also psychological and emotion-
al support so that they willingly
took the jabs.

Malana is one of the villages in
Himachal Pradesh. Tradition
claims that the descendants of the
army of Alexander had settled in
this remote village. The villagers
are particular about protecting
their unique culture, and they

maintain a distance from others. It
was a tough task for the health per-
sonnel to vaccinate the people of
the village. But PM Modi during
his several video conferences with
the heads of the district adminis-
trations had made it clear that
none should be left behind in the
vaccination drive. The district
administration launched a special
campaign to convince the people
of the village to take the Covid-19
vaccines. Several far-flung villages
in the country were covered under
the vaccination drive. The admin-
istrations even used drones. The
frontline workers even went to vil-
lages where only one or a very few
people lived.

India also lived by its philos-
ophy of ‘Vasudhev Kutumbkam’
that the world is one village and
provided indigenous vaccines to
countries in all parts of the world,
from Brazil to Caribbean nations,
from Africa to South Asia. This
has to be the guiding principle for
G7 when the Summit addresses
the issue of equitable access to
vaccines against global commu-
nicable diseases.

Under the leadership of PM
Modi, India has also shown an
inclusive architecture for the
overall well-being and health
care of the people. Ayushman
Bharat is worth mentioning here.
India issued additional 22 crore

Ayushman health cards in 2022
against 13.22 crore cards issued
in 2021. Also, the government last
year gave coverage of over Rs
50277.4 crores under the
Ayushman Bharat scheme. Over
26,000 hospitals have come under
the coverage of Ayushman
Bharat. India also gave wider
access to healthcare through e-
Sanjeevani by which people can
access doctors through telemed-
icine.

India rolled out the first in
Asia container-based hospitals
to help people access healthcare
in remote parts of the country.
Critical care has also been provid-
ed in hospitals in 602 districts of
the country. From 387 medical
colleges in the country in 2013-
14, India now has 648 medical
colleges. The Modi government’s
emphasis on health care for all
has also been attracting foreign
direct investments in record
numbers. The FDI in the phar-
maceutical sector has jumped
from Rs 3650 crores in 2019-20
to Rs 14,677 crores in 2022-23.

The G7 Summit can look at
the Indian expertise in vaccine
development and manufactur-
ing, as well as the knowledge
gained during the outbreak of the
Covid-19 pandemic to make an
actionable plan for the wellbeing
of the global population.
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Could the United States
also favour an Indian
American for the top

job in the 2024 polls? It is a
million-dollar question. But it
does not stop the American
Indians from dreaming about
it. The United Kingdom has
chosen an Indian-origin Prime
Minister, Rishi Sunak, last
year.

As for the Indian
Americans, it is a long road to
becoming the tenant of the
White House. Over the years,
they have become affluent
and also ambitious. Their suc-
cess is a unique coming-of-age
story.

Today Indian American
diaspora is 4 million plus, of
which at least 2 million are vot-
ers. It is the second-largest
immigrant group in the United
States. Affluent Indian

Americans also donate money
to the two major parties. The
number of Indian Americans
appointed to high-profile posi-
tions has multiplied in recent
years. The most significant
example was Kamala Harris.

No one would have imag-
ined that Indian Americans
would bid for the Oval Office
a few years ago. Then
Louisiana Governor Piyush
Bobby Jindal in 2016 and
Kamala Harris in 2020 joined
the presidential race only to be
disappointed. Their number is
gradually growing in the U.S.
Congress and the state
Assembly. The 2024
Presidential polls will be inter-
esting for Indian Americans.
Vice President Kamala Harris
has been announced as the
running mate of President
Biden, who is seeking election.  

At least two Indian-origin
Americans intend to run for
president in 2024. They are
former U.S. Ambassador to the
UN Nikki Hailey and million-
aire entrepreneur Vivek
Ramaswamy. His parents are
the first generation immigrant
from Kerala who immigrated
to the U.S. Ramaswamy focus-
es on "getting rid of 'affirma-
tive action" and allowing more
highly skilled immigrants into
the U.S. While they all repre-
sent "America first," they knew
that road to the White House
was long. The primary con-
tenders would be President
Biden and his predecessor
Trump. The latter will be the
same age as Biden. He was 78
when he became the president
in 2020. Will either of them
have a chance to win in 2024?

Harris, the first woman

Vice President was at a knock-
ing distance from the Oval
Office. She had sought the
Democratic Party nomination
for the 2020 election before
dropping out in the cam-
paign's initial stages. Kamala
accepted to run as Biden's run-
ning mate in 2020 when every-
one thought Biden wouldn't
seek a second term. She also
became the U.S.'s first 'woman
acting president' for 55 min-
utes on November 19, 2021,
when Biden underwent a
colonoscopy. A sitting
President has never been
defeated historically. Kamala
Harris, who is only 58, is
Biden's running mate again.

The two-time former
South Carolina Governor
Nikki Haley, daughter of
Indian-origin immigrants,
made history as South

Carolina's first female gover-
nor. At 39, Nikki was the
youngest governor in the U.S.
in January 2011. Nikki was also
the state's first Indian-
American governor. She is
projecting herself as a change-
maker who can reinvigorate a
party. Her biggest challenge
comes from her former boss,
Trump. He advised her to fol-
low her heart when she
informed Donald Trump
about her intention to contest.

Nikki and Kamala have
the advantage of name recog-
nition, but Vivek is less well-
known. The 37-year-old stud-
ied at Harvard and Yale earned
millions as a biotechnology
entrepreneur and founded an
asset management firm. It
would be difficult for Vivek,
with no political experience, to
join the race for the White

House. But former President
Trump said some encouraging
words: "I am pleased to see that
Vivek Ramaswamy is doing so
well in the most recent
Republican Primary Poll, CBS
YouGov." The Indian-origin
candidates face many hurdles
to cross, even to get their
respective party's nomination
in the primary in which the
Whites dominate. In the
Republican Party, after Trump
(52 per cent) and Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis (24
per cent), Nikki has only 18
per cent support. It indicates
she has a long way to go
before being considered a seri-
ous candidate. The second
would be to catch the imagi-
nation of the Americans. They
know that their ethnic back-
ground alone cannot win them
an election.

Thirdly, it is a question
mark whether they would vote
for a woman and that too of
ethnic origin. Even Hillary
Clinton, a white American,
was rejected earlier as she
could not mobilize the women
voters in her favour. Apart
from these, others like Asa
Hutchinson, Robert Kennedy
Jr, Marianne Williamson, Tim
Scott, Larry Elder, Ron
DeSantis, and Mike Pence are
likely presidential candidates.
DeSantis is yet to announce his
candidacy. He is considered
Trump's top challenger for
the 2024 nomination. Biden  is
surging and leads both Trump
and DeSantis in the polls. He
has the momentum and finan-
cial muscle to embark on
another successful presidential
campaign. But it is too early to
predict.
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(The author is a senior
journalist)
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Ukrainian air defences
thwarted an intense

Russian air attack on Kyiv
early Tuesday, shooting down
all 18 missiles aimed at the cap-
ital, officials said.

Loud explosions boomed
over Kyiv as the nighttime
attack combined Russian mis-
siles launched from the air, sea
and land in an apparent
attempt to overwhelm
Ukraine’s air defences. No
casualties were reported as
Western-supplied weapons
helped fend off the assault.

The barrage came as
European leaders sought new
ways to punish Russia for the
war and a Chinese envoy
sought traction for Beijing’s
peace proposal.

Russia’s latest attack on
Kyiv was “exceptional in its
density — the maximum num-
ber of attacking missiles in the

shortest period of time,” said
Serhii Popko, the head of the
Kyiv military administration.

Valentyna Myronets, a 64-
year-old Kyiv resident, said
she felt “pain, fear, nervous-
ness, restlessness” amid the
assaults. “God, we are waiting
for victory and when all this is
over,” she said.

UK Ambassador Melinda
Simmons tweeted that the bar-
rage was “pretty intense.”

“Bangs and shaking walls
are not an easy night,” she
wrote. It was the eighth time
this month that Russian air
raids had targeted the capital,
a clear escalation after weeks of
lull and ahead of a much-antic-
ipated Ukrainian counteroffen-
sive. 

It also came as President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy con-
cluded a whirlwind European
tour to greet Ukraine’s key
wartime allies, which spurred
an additional tranche of

pledged military aid.
Six “Kinzhal” aero-ballistic

missiles were launched from
MiG-31K aircraft, nine cruise
missiles from ships in the
Black Sea and three land-
based S-400 cruise missiles
targeted the capital, air force

spokesman Yurii Ihnat said in
a statement on Telegram.

After the first onslaught,
Russia also launched Iranian-
made Shahed attack drones
and conducted aerial recon-
naissance, Ihnat said.

Debris fell across several

districts in the capital, starting
fires, but no losses were report-
ed, Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko
said.

Sophisticated air defence
systems provided by Ukraine’s
Western allies, including
American-made Patriot mis-
siles, have helped spare Kyiv
from the kind of destruction
witnessed elsewhere in the
country as Russian forces press
on with their tactic of long-
range bombardment.

A Russian defence official
said that Tuesday’s attack
destroyed a Patriot missile bat-
tery in Kyiv. Russian Defence
Ministry spokesman Igor
Konashenkov said the system
was destroyed by a “Kinzhal.”

He didn’t provide evi-
dence, and the statement
couldn’t be independently ver-
if ied. The bolstered air
defences have deterred Russian
aircraft from going deep into
Ukraine and helped shape the
course of the war, military
experts say. Ukrainian Defence
Minister Oleksii Reznikov
cheered the display of defen-
sive prowess, calling it in a
tweet “another unbelievable
success.”
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Volodymyr Zelenskyy set
off across Europe with a

long shopping list. Ukraine’s
president will head home with
much of what he wanted -
though not the Western fight-
er jets he seeks to defend
against Russian air attacks.

European leaders
promised Zelenskyy an arsenal
of missiles, tanks and drones
during a whirlwind three-day
visit to Italy, the Vatican,
Germany, France and the U.K.
that sought to replenish
Ukraine’s depleted weapons
supplies ahead of a long-antic-
ipated spring offensive aimed
at turning the tide of the war.

The trip was also about
shoring up European political
and military support for the
longer term, to ensure Ukraine
can hold any ground it takes
back and press for a favorable
peace. “They’ve got to show …
they’re in this conflict for the
long term and that they’re
able to keep sustaining this
effort,” said Justin Crump, a
former British tank comman-
der who heads security consul-
tancy Sibylline. “It’s not going
to be one shot and done.”

Zelenskyy’s energetic inter-
national diplomacy over 15
months of war has persuaded
Ukraine’s Western allies to
send ever more powerful
weapons, from German
Leopard tanks to U.S. Patriot
missile systems and Storm
Shadow cruise missiles from
the UK.

Pressing his case to
European leaders in person
shows Zelenskyy’s growing
confidence about traveling
abroad. It’s also an attempt to
get his “ducks in a row” as
Ukraine prepares a push to
reclaim territory seized by
Russia, said Patrick Bury,
senior lecturer in security at
the University of Bath.

Bury said that if Ukraine
launches an offensive “and it
doesn’t go well, there might be
a drop off in support and
more pressure to negotiate. I
think he’s just trying to bind in
for as long as he possibly can
as much support as he can
from the West.” On Monday,
the UKpledged hundreds more
air defense missiles, as well as
attack drones with a range of
more than 200 kilometers (120

miles). France, where Ukraine’s
leader met President
Emmanuel Macron on Sunday,
said it would supply Ukraine
with dozens of light tanks and
armored vehicles, along with
unspecified air defense sys-
tems.

Zelenskyy also visited
Germany for talks with
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, whose
initial reluctance to provide
Ukraine with lethal weapons
was a source of frustration in
Kyiv. Now, Germany has
become one of the biggest
arms suppliers to Ukraine,
including battle tanks and the
sophisticated IRIS-T SLM air-
defense system.

During Zelenskyy’s visit
Germany announced another
2.7 billion euros ($3 billion)
worth of equipment, including
tanks, anti-aircraft systems
and ammunition.

But Zelensky’s aim of
forming an international
“fighter jet coalition” to supply
Ukraine with planes has run
up against NATO concern
about escalating the alliance’s
role in the war. Ukraine wants
US-made F-16s to supplement
its Soviet-era jets, but
Washington has resisted calls
to send them.

“We want to create a jet
coalition and I am very posi-
tive about it,” Zelenskyy said
Monday after meeting British
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak.
But, he added: “We have to
work a little bit more on it.”

Sunak said Britain wants to
help Ukraine acquire jets, but
“it’s not a straightforward
thing.” The UK does not have
any F-16s, but says it will give
Ukrainian pilots basic training
on Western-standard jets start-
ing this summer.

Germany’s Scholz was eva-
sive when asked about planes,
referring instead to the anti-
aircraft system it has provided
to Kyiv. “That’s what we as
Germany are now concentrat-
ing on,” he said. The flurry of
announcements from Europe’s
capitals is part diplomatic the-
ater. Ukraine gets a steady
flow of equipment from the
West, and some of the weapons
announced this week may
already have been on the way.
Zelenskyy’s trip was about
securing supplies for the long
term, as well as the imminent
offensive.
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Russian lawmakers on
Tuesday voted unani-

mously to formally pull out of
a key Cold War-era security
deal, more than eight years
after Moscow halted its par-
ticipation.

The vote came less than a
week after President Vladimir
Putin introduced a draft bill
on May 10 “denouncing” the
Treaty of  Conventional
Armed Forces in Europe,
which aimed to prevent Cold
War rivals from massing
forces at or near mutual bor-
ders. 

The deal was signed in
November 1990, but not fully
ratified until two years later.

Russia first announced
its intention to completely
withdraw from the treaty in
early 2015. 

Since last  Februar y,
Moscow’s military operation
in Ukraine has seen hun-
dreds of thousands of Russian
troops pour into the country,
which shares a border with
NATO members Poland,
Slovakia,  Romania and
Hungary.

On Tuesday, Putin’s desig-
nated envoy told the State
Duma that NATO countries
had “made it impossible” for
Russia to remain in the treaty
by allowing for the alliance’s
expansion into Central and
Eastern Europe.

Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergey Ryabkov also
described the treaty as “con-
trary to Russia’s security inter-
ests” in an interview pub-
lished Monday in
Parliamentskaya Gazeta, a
weekly published by the State
Duma.

Ryabkov’s remarks were
echoed by key deputies dur-
ing the parliamentary ses-
sion Tuesday.

State Duma speaker
Leonid Slutsky charged that
the treaty had “long existed
only on paper,” while Andrey
Kartapolov, the chairman of
Russia’s parliamentary com-
mittee, said that it had been
rendered obsolete by NATO’s
placing of military infrastruc-
ture in Central and Eastern
European member states.

Ryabkov told lawmakers
that completing the with-
drawal process would take
about six months. 
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An 18-year-old man armed with at
least three guns roamed through a

northwestern New Mexico communi-
ty firing randomly at cars and houses
on Monday, killing three people and
injuring six others including two police
officers before he was killed, authori-
ties said. The shootings occurred
around 11 am in Farmington, a city of
about 50,000 people near the Four
Corners — where New Mexico,
Arizona, Utah and Colorado meet —
that is a supply line and bedroom com-
munity to the region’s oil and natural
gas industry.

Officers responding to reports of
shots being fired encountered the
attacker within minutes and killed him
with at least one shot, Farmington
Police Chief Steve Hebbe said in a video
released on Monday night. He said the
gunman fired at least three weapons,
including an “AR-style rifle”.

The shooting was “honestly one of
the most horrific and difficult days that
Farmington has ever had as a commu-
nity”, he said. The identities of the gun-
man and the victims weren’t immedi-

ately released. Investigators were still
struggling to determine a motive for
the attack, including talking to the
shooter’s family. “But at this point it
appears to be purely random, that there
was no schools, no churches and no
individuals targeted,” Hebbe said.
“During the course of the event, the
suspect roamed throughout the neigh-
bourhood up to a quarter of a mile. At
least six houses and three cars were shot
in the course of the event, as the sus-
pect randomly fired at whatever
entered his head to shoot at.”

Gov Michelle Lujan Grisham said
in a statement that she was praying for
the families of the victims and that the
incident “serves at yet another
reminder of how gun violence destroys
lives in our state and our country every
single day”.
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Aspecial prosecutor found
that the FBI rushed into its

investigation of ties between
Russia and Donald Trump’s
2016 campaign and relied too
much on raw and unconfirmed
intelligence as he concluded a
four-year probe that fell far
short of the former president’s
prediction that the “crime of
the century” would be uncov-
ered.

The report on Monday
from special counsel John
Durham represents the long-
awaited culmination of an
investigation that Trump and
allies had claimed would
expose massive wrongdoing
by law enforcement and intel-
ligence officials.

Instead, Durham’s investi-
gation delivered underwhelm-
ing results, with prosecutors
securing a guilty plea from a lit-
tle-known FBI employee but
losing the only two criminal
cases they took to trial.

The roughly 300-page
report catalogs what Durham
says were a series of missteps by
the FBI and Justice Department
as investigators undertook a
politically explosive probe in
the heat of the 2016 election
into whether the Trump cam-
paign was colluding with
Russia to tip the outcome.

It criticised the FBI for
opening a full-fledged investi-

gation based on “raw,
unanalysed and uncorroborat-
ed intelligence”, saying the
speed at which it did so was a
departure from the norm.

And it said investigators
repeatedly relied on “confirma-
tion bias”, ignoring or rational-
ising away evidence that under-
cut their premise of a Trump-
Russia conspiracy as they
pushed the probe forward.

“Based on the review of
Crossfire Hurricane and relat-
ed intelligence activities, we
conclude that the Department
and the FBI failed to uphold
their important mission of
strict fidelity to the law in
connection with certain events
and activities described in this
report,” the document states.

The impact of Durham’s
report, though harshly critical
of the FBI, is likely blunted by
Durham’s spotty prosecution
record and by the fact that
many of the episodes it cites
were already examined in
depth by the Justice
Department’s inspector 
general.

The FBI has also long since
announced dozens of correc-
tive actions. The bureau out-
lined those changes in a letter
to Durham on Monday, includ-
ing steps meant to ensure the
accuracy of secretive surveil-
lance applications to eaves-
drop on suspected terrorists
and spies.
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Afire ripped through a hostel in
New Zealand’s capital

overnight, killing at least six peo-
ple and forcing others to flee the
four-story building in their pajamas
in what a fire chief on Tuesday
called his “worst nightmare.”

Six bodies were found but not
all areas of the building had been
searched yet because the roof on the
top floor had collapsed, bringing
down debris and making the area
unsafe, said Bruce Stubbs, the inci-
dent controller for Fire and
Emergency New Zealand.

Officials said 52 people had
made it out of the building alive but
they were still trying to account for
others.

Loafers Lodge resident Tala Sili
told news outlet RNZ that he saw
smoke pouring through under his

door and opened it to find the hall-
way was pitch-black.

“I was on the top floor and I
couldn’t go through the hallway
because there was just too much
smoke, so I jumped out the win-
dow,” Sili said.

He said he fell onto a roof two
floors below.

“It was just scary, it was really
scary, but I knew I had to jump out
the window or just burn inside the
building,” Sili told RNZ. He said he
was rescued from the roof by para-

medics and treated for a sprained
ankle. The Loafers Lodge offered
basic, affordable rooms with shared
lounges, kitchens and laundry facil-
ities to people of a wide range of
ages. Some were placed there by
government agencies and were
considered vulnerable because they
had little in the way of resources or
support networks. The hostel has 92
rooms and features billboards on
one side. Dark smoke stains extend-
ed up the exterior walls on the top
story of the building in an indus-
trial area near Wellington Regional
Hospital.

Firefighters were called to the
hostel at about 12:30 a.m.
Emergency officials said the build-
ing had no fire sprinklers, which
Prime Minister Chris Hipkins said
was not required in New Zealand’s
building code for older buildings
that would have to be retrofitted.
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Calgary (Canada): The union
for Canada’s second-biggest air-
line have issued a 72-hour strike
notice to WestJet, and they
warn the airline could be shut
down before the weekend.

The Air Line Pilots
Association said in a statement
late Monday that pilots plan to
begin lawful job action early
Friday, which “could include
grounding all aircraft and effec-
tively shutting down opera-
tions.” The Calgary, Alberta-
based airline flies to more than
110 destinations including the
United States, Central America,
the Caribbean, Europe and
Asia. It has a fleet of more than
180 aircraft. The WestJet Group
responded with a lockout notice,
saying a work stoppage could
occur as early as Friday at 3 a.m.
MDT (0900 GMT). “The deci-
sion to issue a lockout notice, in
response to the actions taken by
the union today, was not one

that was made lightly, and we
sincerely regret the inconve-
nience and uncertainty this
continues to cause for our
guests,” WestJet Group CEO
Alexis von Hoensbroech said in
a statement. The statement
noted the lockout notice does-
n’t mean a work stoppage will
occur, and that both parties
remain at the bargaining table.
But it said the company would
“begin preparations to operate
a reduced schedule” and warned
it would be “a significant reduc-
tion from WestJet and Swoop’s
current networks.”

WestJet said that travellers
impacted by flight delays or can-
cellations will be refunded or
reaccommodated as applicable.
The union represents about
1,600 flight crew at WestJet
and subsidiary Swoop, and had
warned Friday that a walkout
could come as early as this week
as talks dragged on. AP
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Cape Town (AP): South
African President Cyril
Ramaphosa said Tuesday that
his Russian and Ukrainian
counterparts have agreed to
separate meetings with a dele-
gation of African heads of state
to discuss a possible plan to end
the war in Ukraine. Ramaphosa
spoke with Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy by phone over the
weekend and they each agreed
to host “an African leaders’
peace mission” in Moscow and
Kyiv, respectively, a statement
from the South African leader’s
office said. The leaders of
Zambia, Senegal, Congo,

Uganda and Egypt plan to join
Ramaphosa on the mission, the
president said. He said Putin
and Zelenskyy gave him the go-
ahead to “commence the prepa-
rations.”

No details were provided
on the possible parameters of
the talks.  Zelenskyy has previ-
ously said he would not consid-
er a peace deal to end the 15-
month war until Russian forces
withdraw completely from
Ukrainian territory.

UN Secretary-General
António Guterres also was
briefed on the African delega-
tion’s planned meetings and
“welcomed the initiative,”
Ramaphosa said. 

	��� 2 ,9-

South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol vowed to expand

the country’s non-lethal aid to
Kyiv when he met with
Ukraine’s first lady Tuesday in
Seoul. Olena Zelenska visited
South Korea as a special envoy
of President Volodymyr
Zelensky. During her meeting
with Yoon, Zelenska requested
South Korea expand its support
of non-lethal military supplies,
including equipment for
detecting and removing mines
and ambulance vehicles,
according to Yoon’s office.

Yoon replied that his gov-
ernment would closely coordi-
nate with NATO and other
international partners to
“actively support the Ukrainian
people,” his spokesperson Lee
Do Woon said during a brief-
ing. Yoon also condemned
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
saying the “horrific losses of
innocent lives, especially
women and children, are unac-
ceptable under any circum-
stances,” according to remarks

shared by his office. Lee said
Zelenska made no request for
South Korean weapons supplies
during her conversation with
Yoon. South Korea, a growing
arms exporter with a well-
equipped military backed by
the United States, has provid-
ed humanitarian aid and other
support to Ukraine while join-
ing US-led economic sanc-
tions against Moscow. But it has
not directly provided arms to
Ukraine, citing a long-standing
policy of not supplying
weapons to countries actively

engaged in conflict. During a
visit to South Korea in January,
NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg called for South
Korea to provide direct military
support to Ukraine, saying
Kyiv is in urgent need of
weapons to fight off the pro-
longed Russian invasion.

Since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, South Korea has
reached billions of dollars
worth of deals to provide tanks,
howitzers, fighter jets and other
weapons systems to Poland, a
NATO member.
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Seoul (AP): Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau arrived in South Korea on Tuesday for
a meeting with South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol at which they are expected to discuss expan-
sion of trade and challenges posed by North
Korea.

Trudeau, the first Canadian leader to visit
South Korea in nine years, will meet with Yoon
on Wednesday, hours after he delivers a speech
at the National Assembly in Seoul.

Yoon’s office said they will discuss North
Korea’s dismal human rights record and cooper-
ation over security and “critical minerals.” 

On Tuesday, South Korean Foreign Minister
Park Jin and Minister for Trade Ahn Duk-geun
met with Canadian Foreign Minister Mélanie Joly
and Minster of Innovation, Science and Industry
François-Philippe Champagne to discuss eco-
nomic security, Park’s ministry said.
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An advocacy group that
also served as a safe

space for the LGBTQ com-
munity in Beijing became
the latest organisation to
close under a crackdown by
Chinese leader Xi Jinping’s
government.“We very
regretfully announce, due
to forces beyond our con-
trol, the Beijing LGBT
Centre will stop operating
today,” read a notice post-
ed on the centre’s official
WeChat account Monday
night. Beijing LGBT Centre
did not respond to an email
request for comment. The
Ministry of Civil Affairs,

which oversees nonprofits
in China, also did not
immediately respond to a
faxed request for comment.
The group’s shuttering
marks a critical blow for
advocacy groups that once
had been able to be public
about their work for
LGBTQ+ rights.

“They are not the first
group, nor are they the
largest, but because Beijing
LGBT Centre was in
Beijing, it represented
China’s LGBT movement,”
said one Chinese activist
who requested anonymity
out of fear for his safety. “In
our political, economic and

cultural centre, to have
this type of organisation. It
was a symbol of the LGBT
movement’s presence.”

The Beijing LGBT
Centre described its mis-

sion as evolving; it started
as a safe space for the com-
munity to host events.
Then it became an advoca-
cy group aiming to
“improve the living condi-

tions for the sexually
diverse community.” They
offered low-cost mental
health counselling and
published lists of of
LGBTQ-friendly health
professionals.

Throughout its evolv-
ing mission, the centre
hosted public speakers,
film screenings and other
events.Mr  C, who keeps
his real name secret to
protect his parents’ priva-
cy, was one of the centre’s
featured transgender
speakers. Mr C sued his
former employers for let-
ting him go after a 8-day
trial period.

Beijing  (AP): China’ is pre-
pared to “resolutely smash
any form of Taiwan indepen-
dence,” its military said
Tuesday, as the US reported-
ly prepares to accelerate the
sale of defensive weapons and
other military assistance to
the self-governing island
democracy. 

A recent increase in
exchanges between the US
and Taiwanese militaries is an
“extremely wrong and danger-
ous move,” Defense Ministry
spokesperson Col. Tan Kefei
said in a statement and video
posted online. 

China’s  People’s
Liberation Army “continues
to strengthen military train-
ing and preparations and will
resolutely smash any form of
Taiwanese independence
secession along with attempts
at outside interference, and

will resolutely defend nation-
al sovereignty and territorial
integrity,” Tan said, in a refer-
ence to Taiwan’s closest ally,
the United States. 

China claims the island of
23 million people as its own
territory, to be brought under
its control by force if neces-
sary. 

With the world’s largest
navy, latest-generation fight-
er jets and a huge arsenal of
ballistic missiles, China has
been upping its threats by
sending planes and warships
into waters and airspace
around Taiwan. With more
than 2 million members, the
PLA also ranks as the world’s
largest standing military,
although transporting even a
portion of the force in the
event of an invasion is consid-
ered a huge logistical chal-
lenge. 
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APakistan high court on
Tuesday extended bail of

former prime minister Imran
Khan in two cases pertaining
to inciting violence and sedi-
tion until June 8. A single
bench of the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) heard the pleas in
cases pertaining to allegations
against top officers of state
institutions and the manhan-
dling of Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
leader Mohsin Ranjha by
Khan’s supporters.

Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq after hearing the argu-
ments by the lawyers extend-
ed Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chief ’s bail till June 8.
The extension was given after
the court also granted the for-
mer prime minister exemption
from court appearance for the
day.

Justice Farooq also
inquired about the registration
of a first information report
related to Khan’s arrest made
from the court’s premises. The
attorney general responded
that a Supreme Court verdict
is pending in the case.

Last week, the IHC had
granted 70-year-old Khan bail,
barring the authorities from
arresting him in all the cases
registered beyond May 9 and
asked him to approach the
Lahore High Court for further
relief on May 15.

Khan has been implicated
in scores of cases since his
ouster from power in April last
year. He alleged that all the
cases were politically moti-
vated. Meanwhile, the Lahore

High Court (LHC) on Tuesday
reserved the verdict on Khan’s
petition seeking bail in all
cases registered against him in
Punjab province following his
arrest in the Al Qadir Trust
case last week that sparked vio-
lent protests by his supporters.

In the Al Qadir Trust case,
in which the National
Accountability Bureau arrest-
ed the former cricketer-
turned-politician on May 9, the
IHC granted him pre-arrest
bail for two weeks.

The Supreme Court had
declared Khan’s arrest from the
IHC premises illegal and
referred the matter to the IHC.
Meanwhile, Khan on Tuesday

alleged that people who had
committed arson during the
May 9 protests against his
arrest were “planted amongst
the demonstrators”.

The former premier stated
that he “consistently” told his
party workers “that whatever
the provocation they must
only do peaceful protests”.

Khan was ousted from
power in April last year after
losing a no-confidence vote in
his leadership, which he
alleged was part of a US-led
conspiracy targeting him
because of his independent for-
eign policy decisions on
Russia, China and
Afghanistan. 
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Islamabad: Chief Justice of
Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial,
who was criticised by the ruling
alliance for greeting former
prime minister Imran Khan in
the Supreme Court with the
words “good to see you”, clari-
fied on Tuesday that it was part
of court etiquette and carried no
political connotation.

Chief Justice Bandial made
these remarks during Khan’s
appearance before the Supreme
Court after his arrest in the Al-
Qadir Trust corruption case
sparked violent protests by his
supporters.

A federal cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has said that the
way Bandial greeted Khan, the
chief of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI) party, was a blot on
the face of the country’s judicia-
ry.Clarifying on his demeanour,
Chief Justice Bandial said: “I am
being criticised for greeting
Khan in the same manner;
however, I use this phrase often”.

“I hold everyone in high
esteem as respect and courte-
ousness are important for every-
body,” Geo TV quoted him as
saying.“Everyone is deserving of
basic respect and good man-
ners,” The Express Tribune
newspaper reported.

Khan’s dramatic arrest led to
miscreants torching and dam-
aging over 80 vehicles of law
enforcement agencies besides
damaging 14 state
buildings/installations in Punjab
province. PTI
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Amidst a domestic turmoil
in Pakistan, the United

States on Monday voiced sup-
port to freedom of expression
without any violence and reit-
erated that a strong, stable
and prosperous Pakistan is
crucial to its ties with the
country.

“Our belief is that individ-
uals should have the freedom
to express themselves, but do
so without participating in
any violence, violence that
would put government
employees in government
buildings in harm’s way. And
specifically on the arrest, I
spoke a little bit to this last
week,” state department’s
Deputy Spokesperson Vedant
Patel told reporters at his daily
news conference, referring to
former prime minister Imran
Khan’s arrest last week by the
Pakistani Rangers.

“The US does not have a
position on one political party
or one candidate or other.

Our view is a strong, sta-
ble and prosperous Pakistan is
crucial to US-Pakistan rela-
tions and that for any arrest
that such an individual is
affronted basic human rights in
accordance to their laws,” he
said, responding to a question
on the ongoing developments
in Pakistan.

Asked about the freedom
of press in Pakistan, Patel said
he is not going to be prescrip-
tive about the current situation.

“I do not have an assess-
ment to offer from here. But
broadly, we are very clear
about the need for access for
media and the access for infor-
mation and the free flow of
information between the gov-
ernment and journalists,” he
said.

Khan’s arrest from the
Islamabad High Court premis-
es last Tuesday triggered unrest
in Pakistan that continued till
Friday and led to several deaths
and dozens of military and
state installations being
destroyed by the protesters.

For the first time in
Pakistan’s history, the protest-
ers stormed the army head-
quarters (GHQ) in Rawalpindi
and also torched the corps
commander’s house in Lahore.

Police put the death toll in
violent clashes to 10 while
Khan’s party claims 40 of its
workers lost their lives in the
firing by security personnel.

On Monday, Khan
appeared before the Lahore
High Court, which fixed his
bail hearing on Tuesday in the
terrorism cases registered
against him following his arrest
in the Al-Qadir Trust corrup-
tion case that sparked violent
protests by his supporters. 
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The Pakistan Army’s top
brass has vowed to bring to

justice the “spoilers” involved in
the recent attacks on military
installations, including the
storming of its General
Headquarters in Rawalpindi,
through trials, including strin-
gent the Pakistan Army Act
and the Official Secret Act.

Former prime minister
Imran Khan’s arrest by the
Rangers at the Islamabad High
Court premises last Tuesday
triggered unrest in Pakistan
that continued till Friday and
led to several deaths and
dozens of military and state
installations being destroyed by
the protesters.

For the first time in the
country’s history, Khan’s sup-
porters stormed the Army
headquarters in Rawalpindi
and torched the historic Corps
Commander’s House in Lahore
in retaliation to his dramatic
arrest.

The Pakistan Army’s move
to include the tough Army Act
and the Official Secrets Act is
a serious provision in which
Khan and his Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) support-
ers could be slapped with
charges that can lead to either
a death sentence or life impris-
onment.

A Special Corps
Commanders Conference,
chaired by Army chief General
Asim Munir at the General
Headquarters in Rawalpindi,
also resolved that restraint will
no longer be exercised against

perpetrators who attack mili-
tary installations, according to
a statement issued by the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) — the media wing of
the Pakistan Army on Monday.

The participants of the
Special Corps Commanders
Conference condemned the
politically motivated and insti-
gated incidents against military
installations and public and pri-
vate properties, the statement
said.

“Based on the irrefutable
evidence collected so far,
Armed Forces are well aware of
the planners, instigators, abet-
tors, and perpetrators of these
attacks, and attempts to create
distortions in this regard are
absolutely futile,” the state-
ment said.

The “forum expressed the
firm resolve that those involved
in these heinous crimes against
the military installations and
personal/equipment will be
brought to justice through tri-
als under relevant laws of

Pakistan including Pakistan
Army Act and Official Secret
Act,” it added.

The meeting decided that
“restraint will no longer be
exercised against perpetrators,
spoilers, and violators who
attack military installations
and setups under any circum-
stances.”

The meeting emphasised
the need for national consen-
sus amongst all stakeholders to
address ongoing political insta-
bility as a priority to restore
public confidence, reinvigo-
rate economic activity and
strengthen the democratic
process. The military com-
manders also resolved to sup-
port all such efforts to reach
this much-needed consensus.

Meanwhile, in response to
the Pakistan Army’s statement,
PTI tweeted that as a “respon-
sible & the largest political
institution in the federation of
Pakistan, PTI has an unwaver-
ing commitment to the consti-
tution & democracy.”
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Hong Kong’s leader on
Tuesday said the sen-

tencing on spying charges of
a US citizen in China, who
was also a permanent resident
of the semi-autonomous city,
illustrated that the territory
should “stay vigilant to nation-
al security risks hidden in
society.”  The government
said mainland Chinese
authorities had informed
Hong Kong of the arrest of
John Shing-Wan Leung in
2021. He was sentenced
Monday to life in prison.
Hong Kong’s government was
prepared to provide assis-
tance to anyone arrested by
mainland authorities upon
request but had not yet
received any in Leung’s case,
authorities said. 

Neither Hong Kong Chief
Executive John Lee nor the

court in the eastern Chinese
city of Suzhou that tried
Leung, 78, have released
details of his alleged crime. 

Since taking office last
year, Lee has taken a hard line
toward any signs of dissent,
backed up by the uncompro-
mising attitude adopted by
Chinese leaders from author-
itarian Communist Party head
Xi Jinping on down. 

“This incident showed us
that national security risks
could be hidden in society.
That’s why we repeatedly
stressed that, although Hong
Kong’s situation appears to be
largely stabilized, we can’t let
down our guard over nation-
al security risks,” said Lee, a
former police officer and head
of security in the city.

A longtime Beijing loyal-
ist, he was effectively appoint-
ed to the top position after
running unopposed in an

election choreographed by
Beijing last year.  In an echo
of party propaganda, Lee
referred to the 2019 pro-
democracy protests that trig-
gered a crackdown as “black
violence” and Hong Kong’s
version of “color revolution,”
a phrase used by China and
Russia to describe political
movements seeking to over-
turn authoritarian regimes.
Lee said the protest movement
was an alarm bell that reminds
the city to keep monitoring
such risks.

Leung’s sentencing threat-
ens to further exacerbate
already strained ties between
Beijing and Washington.

Leung was detained April
15, 2021, by the local bureau
of China’s counterintelligence
agency in Suzhou, according
to a statement posted by the
city’s intermediate court on its
social media site.
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Tokyo (AP): The Japanese and
Chinese defense ministers
inaugurated their long-await-
ed hotline on Tuesday as a step
to build trust and improve
communication at a time when
Japan and other neighbours are
concerned about Beijing’s
increasingly assertive military
activities.

Japan’s Defence Minister
Yasukazu Hamada and his
Chinese counterpart, Li
Shangfu, talked for about 20
minutes through the hotline
for the first time since it was
established on March 31, the
Japanese Defence Ministry
said.The two ministers wel-
comed the start of the opera-
tional use of the hotline and
affirmed the importance of

“the maritime and aerial com-
munication mechanism,”
which includes the hotline, in
building trust between the two
sides while avoiding contin-
gencies.Tokyo and Beijing are
embroiled in a dispute over
tiny Japanese-controlled
islands in the East China Sea,
known as the Senkaku in Japan
and Diaoyu in China. 

China routinely sends
coast guard vessels and planes
into waters and airspace sur-
rounding the islands to harass
Japanese vessels and forcing
Japan’s military to scramble jets
in response. China’s naval fleet
also regularly circles around
Japanese coasts, sometimes in
joint military exercises with
Russia, irking Tokyo. 
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Chinese leaders face pressure
to shore up a slowing eco-

nomic recovery and generate
jobs after consumer spending
and other activity in April
were weaker than expected
and a survey found 1 in 5
young workers in cities was
unemployed.

Retail sales accelerated fol-
lowing the end of anti-virus
restrictions in December but
were below forecasts, official
data showed Tuesday. Factory
output edged down compared
with March.

Chinese economic activity
has improved while the US and
European economies are cool-
ing after interest rate hikes to
extinguish inflation. But con-
sumers, uneasy about possible
job losses, are returning to

shops and restaurants less
quickly than expected.

“The pace of recovery has
slowed sharply,” said Larry Hu
and Yuxiao Zhang of
Macquarie in a report.

Growth in retail sales accel-
erated to 18.4% over last year’s
depressed level in April, but
that was below private sector
expectations of up to 35%.

Factory output rose 5.6%
over a year ago but was off 0.5
percentage points from March.
Investment in factories, real
estate and other fixed assets
rose 4.7% in the first four
months of 2023 but slowed
from the first quarter’s 5.4%
growth rate.

“The recovery of demand
is still insufficient,” said Fu
Linghui, spokesperson for the
National Bureau of

Statistics.“External demand has
weakened” and exporters face
a “complex and severe” envi-
ronment, Li said at a news con-
ference.Surveys found 20.4% of
potential urban workers aged
16 to 24 are unemployed and
the figure was rising, according
to Li.That was a record, accord-
ing to private sector econo-
mists.

“Stabilizing and expanding
employment of young people
will require continued hard
work,” Li said.

Economic growth acceler-
ated to 4.5% over a year earli-
er in the three months ending
in March from the previous
quarter’s 2.9%. Growth will
have to accelerate in coming
quarters to hit the ruling
Communist Party’s annual tar-
get of “around 5%.”
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State-owned Bank of Baroda
on Tuesday reported a 168

per cent jump in its March
quarter net profit at �4,775
crore, helped by decline in
money set aside for loan loss-
es.

The lender’s net profit for
the full financial year 2022-23
also nearly doubled to �14,110
crore.

In the reporting quarter,
it’s core net interest income
grew 33.8 per cent to �11,525
crore, aided by a growth in
advances of nearly 19 per cent
and an expansion in the net
interest margin (NIM) to 3.53
per cent as against 3.07 per
cent in the year-ago period.

The bank’s fee income
stood at �1,714 crore, up 4.6

per cent from the year-ago
period’s �1,638 crore.

Its managing director and
chief executive Sanjiv Chadha
told reporters that he was
himself surprised with the
higher NIMs, and will aim to
protect the 3.5 per cent level in

FY24.
The bank is aiming for a

loan growth of 13-14 per cent
in FY24, which will include 11-
13 per cent growth in the cor-
porate advances, officials said.

In the fourth quarter of
FY23, the bank’s overall pro-
visions for bad debts decreased
by 94 per cent to �320 crore as
against �5,200 crore in the
year-ago period. 

Chadha said the credit
cost for FY23 came at 0.5 per
cent, much below the 1 per
cent expectation, and the bank
will strive to keep it under 1
per cent in the long term as
well. The gross non-perform-
ing assets ratio improved to
3.79 per cent as of March 31,
as against 6.61 per cent in the
year-ago period and 4.53 per
cent in December.
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Telecom operator Bharti
Airtel on Tuesday posted a

49.2 per cent jump in its con-
solidated net profit to �3,005.6
crore for the January-March
quarter of 2022-23 on the back
of new 4G customers and
strong growth in average rev-
enue per user (ARPU). 

The company had record-
ed a net profit of �2,007.8
crore in the same period a year
ago. Bharti Airtel’s consolidat-
ed revenue from operations
grew by 14.31 per cent to
�36,009 crore during the
reported quarter from
�31,500.3 crore in the March
2022 quarter. “This has been
another strong quarter as we
end the fiscal year having fur-
ther strengthened our portfo-
lio. Our focus on acquiring
quality customers has resulted
in 7.4 million new 4G cus-

tomers, as we exit the quarter
with an industry leading ARPU
of �193. A simple strategy and
our relentless focus on execu-
tion have ensured that we close
the year with market share
gains across all businesses,”
Bharti Airtel Managing
Director Gopal Vittal said in a
statement.

Bharti Airtel India business
during the reported quarter
grew by about 12.2 per cent to
�25,250 crore and by 19 per
cent in the 2022-23 fiscal to
�82,487.7 crore. The company
exited the fourth quarter and
fiscal year with the highest
industry average revenue per
user (ARPU) of �193 com-
pared to �178 that it recorded
in March 2022 quarter. 
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Banks have requested the
RBI for one more year’s
time to implement the

system of Expected Credit Loss
(ECL) for provisioning of loans.

At present, banks set aside
money after an asset turns
bad, and once the new system
is put in place, it is widely
expected to have an one-time

impact on banks’ profits.
“We have requested the

regulator to allow us little more
time to prepare ourselves for
this,” industry lobby grouping
IBA’s chief executive Sunil
Mehta told reporters on the
sidelines of a Fintech event here
on Tuesday.

Answering a specific ques-
tion on the time sought, Mehta
said, “we have requested them

(RBI) for one more year”
He also added that in the

“worst case scenario”, the bank-
ing system is gearing up for the
switch to the new system.

“... The banking sector is
already geared up, few of the
banks have already developed
their systems (and) have got
their data in place on which
they can design their ECL-
based risk models,” he said.
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Benchmark equity indices
ended lower on Tuesday

after two days of rally, dragged
down by index majors HDFC
twins and Reliance Industries.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 413.24 points or 0.66
per cent to settle at 61,932.47
even after beginning the trade
on a firm note. During the day,
it fell 498.3 points or 0.79 per
cent to 61,847.41.

The NSE Nifty went lower
by 112.35 points or 0.61 per
cent to end at 18,286.50.

“Markets took a breather as
profit-taking emerged as the
key factor which dragged the
Sensex below the psychological
62,000 mark. While strong FII
buying and upbeat domestic
economic readings had been
aiding the rally over the past
few weeks, global uncertainty
over interest rate movement
and slackening demand would
prompt investors to book prof-

it at regular intervals,” said
Shrikant Chouhan, Head of
Equity Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd.

Among the Sensex firms,
HDFC, HDFC Bank,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Bharti Airtel,
Tata Motors, Reliance
Industries and Maruti were
the biggest laggards.

Bajaj Finance, State Bank of
India, NTPC, Hindustan
Unilever, Titan, Infosys, Bajaj
Finserv, Wipro, Asian Paints
and Tata Consultancy Services
were among the major 
gainers.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge gained 0.18
per cent and smallcap index
climbed 0.12 per cent.

Among the indices, auto
declined 0.97 per cent, finan-
cial services fell by 0.53 per
cent, consumer discretionary
(0.38 per cent), bankex (0.36
per cent) and commodities
(0.34 per cent).
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The National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal

(NCLAT) has closed the
Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process (CIRP)
against Marvel Realtors &
Developers Ltd after taking on
record settlement with its
financial creditor.

A two-member bench of
NCLAT headed by
Chairperson Ashok Bhushan
said that the realtor has sub-
mitted a settlement letter dated
08th May 2023 with its finan-
cial creditor IDFC First Bank.

“We take the settlement let-

ter dated 8th May 2023 on
record, close the CIRP against
the Corporate Debtor setting
aside the Order dated
December 23, 2022,” said
NCLAT order. Moreover, it
also rejected the plea of
Catalyst Trusteeship, which
had filed an intervention appli-
cation opposing the withdrawal
of CIRP against Marvel
Realtors & Developers.

“Intervener is at liberty to
take its own proceeding in accor-
dance with the law to protect it,”
it said. The appellate tribunal
observed that in the present
case, a Committee of Creditors
has not been constituted.
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The rupee appreciated by 10
paise to 82.21 against the

US dollar on Tuesday, as the
American currency retreated
from its elevated levels.

Forex traders said signifi-
cant foreign fund inflows and
easing crude oil prices also
supported the local unit.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 82.22 against the US
currency and moved between
a high of 82.16 and a low of
82.29 in the day trade.

The local units settled at
82.21 (provisional), registering
a gain of 10 paise over its pre-
vious close. On Monday, the
rupee closed at 82.31 against
the US currency.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-

cies, fell 0.14 per cent to 102.28.
Global oil benchmark

Brent crude futures fell 0.29 per
cent to USD 75.01 per barrel.

A weaker greenback,
strong foreign fund inflows
and lower crude oil prices
pushed the rupee higher after
falling in the last three days,
said Dilip Parmar, Research
Analyst, HDFC Securities.

The local unit outperforms
Asian currencies as the trade
deficit narrows to a 21-month
low. Though the rupee out-
performed among Asian cur-
rencies, the range remained
narrow ahead of US debt ceil-
ing talks. It is widely expected
to see no compromise created
and a continuation of the cur-
rent uncertainty, making haven
assets volatile.

In the near term, spot
USDINR has resistance at 82.50
and support at 82.05.
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Gold prices fell by �160 to
�61,120 per 10 grams in

the national capital on Tuesday
amid a fall in international
prices, according to HDFC
Securities. In the previous
trade, the yellow metal had
closed at �61,280 per 10 grams.

Silver prices also eased by
�175 to �74,075 per kg.

“Spot gold prices in the
Delhi markets traded at
�61,120 per 10 grams, down
�160 per 10 grams,” Saumil
Gandhi, Senior Analyst -
Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said. In the overseas
market, gold and silver were
quoting lower at $2,014 per
ounce and $24.04 per ounce,
respectively.
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The National Stock
Exchange (NSE) on

Tuesday said that SGX Nifty
will be known as GIFT Nifty
from July 3 as all orders of
Singapore Exchange will be
completely transferred to NSE
IFSC bourse for 
matching. 

The exchange said that
regulatory approvals have
already been obtained from the
Monetary Authority of
Singapore (MAS) and the
International Financial Services
Centres Authority (IFSCA).

“From July 3 onwards, all
SGX orders will be 100 per cent
transferred to GIFT City, NSE
IFSC exchange for match-
ing...SGX Nifty will be called
GIFT Nifty from July 3,” an
NSE spokesperson said.

NSE IFSC, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of NSE, is an
exchange at International
Financial Service Center (IFSC)
in GIFT City, Gujarat. 
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HDFC Asset Management
Company Ltd on Tuesday

announced the launch of the
country’s first mutual fund
focussed on defence sector, a
move that will provide
investors an opportunity to
participate in growth potential
of this space.

The new fund offering
(NFO) of HDFC Defence
Fund, an open-ended equity
scheme, would open on May 19
and close on June 2, HDFC
AMC said in a statement.

The fund will invest at
least 80 per cent of its net assets
in defence and allied sector
companies. Defence and allied
sector stocks include stocks
forming part of aerospace and
defence; explosives, shipbuild-
ing and allied services.

“In a multipolar world,
defence expenditure globally is
set to increase as countries

enhance their defence capabil-
ities. Self-reliance in defence led
by strong R&D (Research and
Development) focus and
enhancement of manufacturing
capabilities creates opportuni-
ty for Indian companies to
serve domestic market as well
as tap large export potential.
This could offer a multi-
decadal investment opportu-
nity,” said Abhishek Poddar -
Fund Manager – Equity and
Senior Equity Analyst, Dealing
and Investments at HDFC
AMC.

The asset management
firm said that the scheme will
invest in companies with good
quality management with
demonstrated track record and
aims to achieve diversification
by following a multi-cap strat-
egy. The fund’s focus would be
on growth and quality at rea-
sonable valuations by investing
across large, mid and small cap
stocks. 
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The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has already come up
with its proposed guidelines on
the switch to ECL but a definite
timeline is yet to be decided.

Meanwhile, Mehta said
that Russian investors have
started investing in Indian gov-
ernment securities after getting
a nod from the RBI for the
same.

He said the investment
activity has come about
because of the excess rupee liq-
uidity which the Russians are
saddled with due to the trade
deficit with India, which is
among the few countries buy-

ing oil from Russia.
“They have surplus of

money. They have invested (in
local bonds). They are Russian
banks, they are all our mem-
bers, we know. RBI has opened
the window that whatever trade
surplus they have, you can
invest in government bonds,”
Mehta said. The Russian invest-
ments are for shorter duration
because how long the war and
the sanctions on Russia will last
is still unclear, Mehta said and
added that the bets are for less
than one year. When asked
about the banks’ tie-ups with
fintechs and the troubles with
the latter, he said whenever fin-
techs have partnered with
banking system, they don’t get
into a problem.

Banks provide them with
resources and big customer
base, he added.

According to him, the
problems with fintechs
emanate because of poor gov-
ernance and non-compliance
with regulatory mandates. 
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi on Tuesday slapped

penalties totalling �25 lakh on
five entities for indulging in
non-genuine trades in the illiq-
uid stock options segment on
BSE. The regulator imposed a
fine of �5 lakh each on
Chitrabai Vasantrao Nikam,
Damayanti Jhunjhunwala,
Nemichand Kasturchand Jain,

Naresh Kumar Agarwal and
Chandra Lakshmi Safety Glass
Ltd (CLSG).

Sebi had observed large
scale reversal trades in illiquid
stock options segment on BSE,
leading to artificial volumes on
the exchange. The regulator
conducted an investigation into
the trading activities of certain
entities engaged in the segment
from April 2014 to September
2015.
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The All Indian Caterers
Licensees Welfare

Association (AICLWA) has
alleged there has been a com-
plete ‘favouritism’ by the
Northern Railways in re-allot-
ment of the stalls on the plat-
forms which are to be demol-
ished for makeover as per the
redevelopment plan of the New
Delhi Railway station.

The association in letter to
the Minister of State for
Railways Rao Saheb Danve
said few selected  stalls of big
contractors, companies are
being planned to be shifted to
prime locations at Anand-
Vihar terminal and Sarai-
Rohilla station etc.

“Such shifting plans of
existing stalls are neither logi-
cal nor justified. It will lead to
favoritism, nepotism & criti-
cism,” the association said.
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The lead investigator of
Brazil’s sprawling match-

fixing scandal said he has uncov-
ered potential evidence of
wrongdoing by players in other
countries, and he hopes foreign
authorities will use his team’s
findings to start probes of their
own.

Goias state District Attorney
Fernando Cesconetto said in
interviews with The Associated
Press between Saturday and
Monday that the case of
Colorado Rapids midfielder
Max Alves, who was reported-
ly named in the probe, could be
prosecuted in the United States.

“There are some conversa-
tions regarding contacts of bet-
tors from here with athletes
abroad. And in its due moment
that will be shared (with foreign

authorities),” Cesconetto told.
“(Alves’) own club preemptive-
ly suspended the athlete after
news reports from here. Sharing
our investigation so it can be
investigated there is the natural
path.”

O Globo reported last week
that Alves, who is Brazilian, had
been named in the probe. The
Rapids of Major League Soccer
confirmed in a statement that a

player suspended in connection
with the case is a member of
their squad, but did not identi-
fy him. Alves has not comment-
ed publicly.

The investigation began in
November, focusing on three
matches, and has widened to 11
games, though some were in
lower leagues. The matches
spanned the second half of 2022
and the first three months of this
year, the district attorney said.

Investigators said players
were offered between $10,000
and $20,000 to perform specif-
ic actions, like receiving yellow
cards and giving out penalty
kicks. Alleged criminals would
profit on betting sites.

Local media reported that
suspected criminals mentioned
having contacts in Greece and
Lithuania, which Cesconetto
did not confirm.
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Liverpool plunged Leicester
closer to relegation and kept

alive its own chances of finish-
ing in the top four of the English
Premier League with a 3-0 win.

Curtis Jones was the unlike-
ly scorer of the first two goals on
Monday before Trent
Alexander-Arnold whipped an
indirect free kick into the top
corner to wrap up a mismatch
at King Power Stadium between
teams heading in opposite direc-
tions. For Liverpool, a seventh
straight victory in an impressive
end-of-season rally secured at
least a spot in the Europa League
and moved the fifth-placed team
a point behind both Newcastle
and Manchester United in the
race for the final two Champions
League qualification positions,
behind Manchester City and

Arsenal.
Liverpool has two games left

- against Aston Villa at home
and already-relegated
Southampton away - while
Newcastle and Man United have
three to play.

“I don’t think it’s likely but
if they slip, we have to be there,”
Liverpool manager Jurgen
Klopp said. “Will they slip? I
don’t know. Will we win both
games? I don’t know.”

For Leicester, morale could
hardly be lower with its top-
flight status seriously under
threat just seven years after
winning the league in one of the
great underdog stories in the his-
tory of sports.

The Foxes are in next-to-last
place and two points from safe-
ty with two games remaining.
They are at third-placed
Newcastle, for one of the most
daunting away games in the

league, and at home to West
Ham. Leicester has won just one
of its last 14 league games and
has conceded eight goals in its
last two, after the 5-3 loss at
Fulham last week.

Jones is an academy prod-
uct enjoying a fine end to an
injury-hit season. The 22-year-
old midfielder had scored only
once this season before running
onto Mohamed Salah’s right-
wing cross to the far post and
neatly side-footing home a fin-
ish in the 33rd.

The groans from the home
fans inside the stadium were
already audible and they
increased three minutes later
when Salah again picked out
Jones, who controlled the ball in
a central position at the edge of
the area, spun and smashed a
dipping effort into the far cor-
ner.
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Barely two weeks into his
new role as head coach of
Indian men’s hockey team,

South African Craig Fulton is
pretty clear about his goals -- to
make the side number one in
Asia and qualify for next year’s
Olympics in Paris.

Fulton, who witnessed the
rise of Belgium hockey since
2018, wants India to first dom-
inate Asian hockey and then
gradually translating it into the
world stage. 

“What I have in my head is
to be the no.1 team in Asia.
Definitely, it is one of the goals
which we want to achieve and be
there consistently and then push
because if we are sitting on world
ranking 4 and 5, you need to
consistently try to reach the
podium,” Fulton said in his first
media interaction, held virtual-
ly. “When you have built enough
experience and have a game plan
which suits all the individuals
then you can definitely push on
to get into the finals and win
them. 

“The priority is to qualify for
Paris Olympics through the
Asian Games. This is our no.1
priority. By using the FIH Pro
League, the four-nation in Spain
and then the Asian Champions
Trophy we want to really set us
up to be strong and be in a posi-
tion to qualify straightway,” he

added. 
Fulton has achieved exem-

plary success in his previous
stints as coach. His rise to fame
began with a stint as Irish men’s
team head coach between 2014
to 2018 when the team qualified
for the 2016 Rio Olympics. 

That was the Irish team’s
first Olympic qualification in
100 years. The historic feat also
won him the FIH Coach of the
Year award in 2015.

Fulton also worked as assis-
tant coach with the reigning
Olympic champions Belgium en

route to the gold medal in
Tokyo. He was also part of the
Belgian coaching staff during
their 2018 World Cup win in
Bhubaneswar.

The South African was can-
did about his assessment of the
current Indian team, saying
there is a gap between it and the
top two or three teams in the
world.

“We are not the best team
but we are a good team. We have
some work to do but at the same
time we are very difficult oppo-
nent to play, not many teams like

playing us,” Fulton said.
“But realistically the place

we are right now, there is a gap
between us and world no.1 and
2 teams and we need to work (to
bridge the gap).” 

Fulton’s first assignment as
India head coach will be the
European leg of the FIH Pro
League, beginning May 26. 

India will hope to continue
their winning momentum as
they take on formidable Belgium
and Great Britain in London, fol-
lowed by matches against the
Netherlands and Argentina in

Eindhoven, the Netherlands.
In their previous Pro League

outing at home, India remained
unbeaten against reigning world
champions Germany and
Australia which helped them top
the points table.

“The bottom line is that we
have found a bit of confidence
(from FIH Pro League matches
in India). The group did well,
some tactics changed after the
World Cup which I can’t com-
ment because I wasn’t there. Hats
off to them to get Indian hock-
ey up in the rankings and get a
bronze in Tokyo. Unfortunately,
it didn’t work out in the World
Cup for whatever reasons,”
Fulton said.

“By using the Pro League,
the four-nation tournament in
Spain and then the Asian
Champions Trophy, we want to
really set us up to be strong and
be in a position to qualify
straightway (for 2024 Paris
Olympics).” 

Fulton isn’t interested in
tweaking India’s structure of
play much but wants the team
to give more emphasis on
defence while maintaining its
attacking game. 

“Personality wise I like to
have my defensive structure in
place because that is the first step
of attacking. If you want to play
counter-attacking style that
doesn’t help you. But at the same
time you can’t sit in your own
half, you have to press the oppo-

sition, put them under pressure,
you need to do both. 

“I am a very forward attack-
ing coach, I like to score goals
but I also like a solid defence,”
he said.

He is well aware of the high
pressure associated with his
new job but he is taking it in a
positive stride. 

“It goes without saying that
Indian men’s team job is one of
the hardest in world hockey in
the sense of expectations. But the
way I look at it is I expect and
want to do well. I am not com-
ing here half hearted. I am real-
ly positive to be in this position
and I liked what I have seen in
the team.

“I am looking forward to the
year ahead, specifically the build
up to the Asian Games to make
that final and qualify.”

Fulton also revealed that he
was in talks with Hockey India
to avail the services of a psychol-
ogist, a demand which India
captain Harmanpreet Singh also
vouched for. 

“I am aware of that and is in
talks with Hockey India to get
services of a specialist in that
field. In Belgium, it’s slightly dif-
ferent, they don’t have mental
conditioning coach, it’s more of
personality testing they do. But
this is a priority for us,” he said.

Harmanpreet said: “It would
be great to get the services of a
mental conditioning coach as
the coach (Fulton) said, but it all
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When seasoned boxer
M o h a m m a d

Hussamuddin was selected for
the 2023 World Championships,
many were surprised that it
was going to be his maiden
appearance at the global event. 

The 29-year-old, who has
been boxing in international
tournaments for over a decade,
missed out on the marquee-
event a few times in the past. But
he seized his opportunity and
returned with a bronze medal
from Tashkent. 

The shade of his medal
could have changed had a knee
injury not forced him to with-
draw a little over an hour before
his semifinal bout.

In the past 10 months,
Hussamuddin has won a hat-
trick of bronze medals in inter-
national events —

Commonwealth Games, Asian
Championships and World
Championships — while also
clinching the 57kg national title.

The Nizamabad pugilist has
pegged down his successful run
to the birth of his daughter. 

“My daughter was born just
before the Commonwealth
Games when we were training
in Belfast. At that time only I
knew she will bring me luck,”
Hussammudin told PTI on
Tuesday. At the Worlds,
Hussamuddin won his first three
bouts by a unanimous verdict
before eking out a 4-3 split
decision victory in the quarter-
finals. 

“I was happy to finally be

selected for the tournament but
I also felt that I had to win a
medal. I had to prove myself
because I had missed 2-3 Worlds

before.”
He was in scintillating form

as he dug into his reservoir of
experience to outbox his oppo-
nents. He also reaped the ben-
efits of listening to the new for-
eign coach Dmitry Dmitruk
and High Performance Director
Bernard Dunne. 

“I was up against some of
the boxers who I had already
fought before so I knew there
game.  “The coaches and I sat
and made plans. The coaches
asked me to work on 1-2 punch-
es and that really helped me. Left
feinting was one of them. I feint
and then punch from my left.”

A feint is a deceptive move-
ment or punch during a fight. By

using feints, a boxer can leave
his/her opponent confused and
guessing what the next move will
be. Hussamuddin was confident
that had the injury not cut
short his campaign he would
have gone the distance.

“My bout was going well but
in the last 10 seconds I lost my
balance when he pushed me. I
knew it that time that something
was wrong.

“The physio and doctor
checked me. Next day when I
was trying to hit a punch dur-
ing training, I was not able to
stand, was not able to side step
or go back. But then also we
decided to wait till the day of the
bout.
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Novak Djokovic was in
command from the start

and never really let up in a 6-
3, 6-4 win over 13th-seeded
Cameron Norrie on Tuesday
to reach the Italian Open
quarterfinals for the 17th
straight year.

Aiming for his seventh
title on the red clay of the Foro
Italico, Djokovic had his entire
game clicking after struggling
at times in the previous
rounds.

On an overcast day after it
had rained all morning,
Djokovic appeared focused
from the start.

“I actually finished my
warmup 10 minutes before I
went on the court. So I was
rushing a bit with everything
but we couldn’t (warm up) ear-
lier because of the rain,”
Djokovic said. “So I’m just glad
to overcome today’s challenge
in straight sets and move on.”

Also, Djokovic was seen in
the trainer’s room before the
match. He recently took three
weeks off because of a linger-
ing issue with his surgically
repaired right elbow.

“Every day is something,”
the 35-year-old Djokovic said,
without specifying what was
bothering him. “But thankful-
ly I was able to play and fin-
ish the match, so hopefully
tomorrow it will feel a bit bet-
ter.”

Early in the second set
after the players traded breaks
to make it 2-2, Djokovic
appeared furious with Norrie.

Djokovic had already

turned with his back to the net
in the center of the court to
concede a break point when
Norrie’s overhead smash hit
him in the body. Djokovic then
turned around and glared at
Norrie, who had already raised
his hand to apologize.

Then after Djokovic broke
for a 5-4 lead in the second and
was preparing to serve out the
match, Norrie asked for a
medical timeout and had his
side treated on court by a train-
er.

Djokovic committed less
half as many unforced errors
as Norrie, 14-29; and had two
more winners, 21-19.

Norrie won a title on clay
in Rio de Janeiro earlier this
year, beating Carlos Alcaraz in
the final.

Djokovic will lose the No.
1 ranking to Alcaraz after this
tournament - even though
Alcaraz was beaten by 135th-
ranked Hungarian qualifier
Fabian Marozsan in the third
round on Monday.

Alcaraz will therefore be
seeded No. 1 and Djokovic will
be No. 2 at the French Open,
which starts in 12 days.

Djokovic will next face
either seventh-seeded Holger
Rune or Australian qualifier
Alexei Popyrin, who were
playing on the Grandstand.

Later, local hope Jannik
Sinner was to play Francisco
Cerundolo in the same half of
the draw as Djokovic

In women’s action later on
Campo Centrale, two-time
defending Rome champion
Iga Swiatek was scheduled to
play Donna Vekic.
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The United States can select Folarin Balogun
after the England Under-21 forward who has

starred in the French league opted to represent the
2026 World Cup co-host.

FIFA said on Tuesday it approved a request
by the U.S. Soccer Federation to change Balogun’s
national eligibility from England. The 21-year-old
New York-born player also was eligible for
Nigeria. Balogun has been in demand after a
breakout season in France on loan to Reims from
Arsenal. He has 19 goals and dueled with Kylian
Mbappé for part of the season to be the league
top scorer. Mbappé now leads with 26 for Paris
Saint-Germain.

Balogun was born in Brooklyn though his
Nigerian parents had been living in London.

“My parents were on holiday there for a few
months because we have family in New York,”
Balogun said in an interview with the French
league website this season. “But very soon after
I was born, we all moved back to London.”

Balogun also acknowledged “London is my
city, it’s where I grew up, where my friends are,

and if people ask me where I’m from, I say I’m
English. But, yes, I am a mixture of all these cul-
tures.”

He played for England and the U.S. At youth
level before establishing himself in the England
U21s.

His decision to represent the United States
comes five weeks before England plays in the
Under-21 European Championship being host-
ed by Romania and Georgia. The English Football
Association also had to consent to the change of
eligibility.
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Premier Indian compound
archer Jyothi Surekha

Vennam, who shot a world
record-equalling qualifying
score last month in Antalya,
failed to replicate her success to
slump to sixth place in the
standings of the World Cup
Stage 2, here on Tuesday.

Fresh from her record-
equalling 713 points in the
World Cup Stage 1, Jyothi man-
aged 693 points to finish outside
top-five in the women’s com-
pound qualifiers.

Koreans, who had pulled
out of the Antalya meet, were
back to dominate the proceed-
ings as they grabbed the top
seedings both in men’s and
women’s sections.

Veteran Oh Yoohyun and
2017 World champion Song
Yun Soo took the top-two spots,
shooting 700 and 698 points
respectively.

Jyothi, who had a dream run
in the Antalya Stage en route to
securing her maiden individual
World Cup gold medal, got a
first-round bye and in a collision
course with the Mexico World
champion in the semi-final.

Aditi Swami (12th, 689
points) and Avneet Kaur (16th,
687) were the next best Indians.
In team event, the women’s trio
got third seeding behind Korean
and Mexico.
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Sunil Chhetri was a ‘back-
bencher and prankster’ who

made fun of senior players dur-
ing the early days of his interna-
tional career, but all that changed
after he was made captain in
2011 as he realised that he need-
ed to set examples for the team.

The legendary Bhaichung
Bhutia retired after the Asian
Cup in 2011 and then coach Bob
Houghton elevated Chhetri to
captaincy to lead a young side in
the AFC Challenge Cup
Qualifiers in Malaysia in March
that year.

“The day I was given the
armband, it was in Malaysia by
Bob Houghton, there was an
instant pressure because of what
I was -- a backbencher,” Chhetri
said on an episode of ‘Let There
Be Sports’ streaming on Disney
Plus Hotstar. 

“Myself, Steven (Dias) and
(NP) Pradeep made fun of the
senior players, that was me.
Everything was a prank and I
was mischievous.

“But when I wore the arm-
band, for the initial three-four
games I started sitting ahead,”
added the 38-year-old, whose last
major tournament for India
could be the Asian Cup 2024 in
Doha.

“That was me taking the
pressure that I have become
captain now. It’s not these things
but doing the right stuff that you
were doing before and being a lit-
tle more thoughtful. It’s not only
you, it’s the team now,” he added.

Senior players like Renedy
Singh, Climax Lawrence and
Mahesh Gawli, who did not fea-
ture in the AFC Challenge Cup
Qualifiers in Malaysia, played
their last India matches in the lat-
ter part of 2011.

Chhetri made his interna-
tional debut for India in 2005 in
a friendly match against Pakistan
in Quetta. He scored on his
debut in a 1-1 draw. Sukhwinder
Singh was the Indian team
coach then. Chhetri said he
changed his approach to the
game after taking charge as
captain as he needed to lead the
team by example.
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Justin Thomas won the PGA
Championship when he least

expected it, matching a tourna-
ment record last year at
Southern Hills when he rallied
from seven shots behind in the
final round and won in a play-
off.

Now he’s not sure what to
expect.

That was his only win in the
last two years, dating to The
Players Championship in 2021.
He has fallen out of the top 10
in the world for the first time in
nearly six years.

It’s not as though he has
vanished from the elite in golf.
Thomas, who turned 30 last
month, is still at No. 13 and still
very much a threat to win wher-
ever he plays. It’s just he hasn’t
felt like that very often over the
last year, and he went through
some stretches where he showed
up at a tournament and wasn’t
sure he could win.

“How I described it for a
couple months is I’ve never felt
so far and so close at the same
time,” he said Monday at Oak
Hill after playing 18 holes on a
pleasant spring day. “That’s a
very hard thing to explain, and
it’s also a very hard way to try to
compete and win a golf tourna-
ment.

“That’s how you get out of
it, just playing your way out of
it and hitting the shots when you
want to and making those putts
when you need to, and then your
confidence builds back up, and
next thing you know, you don’t
even remember what you were
thinking in those times.”

Oak Hill looks certain to
present as strong a test as
Southern Hills was a year ago.
Both classic courses had gone
through restorations since pre-
viously hosting a PGA
Championship, and so in some
respects, it’s new for all 156 play-
ers in the field.
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Australia opener Usman
Khawaja believes

England’s pitches are the ulti-
mate Test for top-three batters
and the only way to train for
the conditions there is to work
really hard and have very low
expectations.

Khawaja has struggled in
English conditions, averaging
just 19.66 from six Tests,
which is a below-average
showing from him given that
he has scored an amazing
1,608 runs at 69.91 in 16 Tests
since he was recalled to the

Test side in January last year.
The 36-year-old is expect-

ed to be in the thick of things
during the World Test
Championship final against
India and the subsequent five-
Test Ashes series in England.

Australia will play India in
the WTC final at The Oval in
London from June 7, before
the Ashes commence on June
16 in Birmingham. The
Australians under skipper Pat
Cummins will look to clinch
their maiden series triumph in
the UK since 2001.

“England is, in my opin-
ion, the toughest place in the

world to bat for a top three
batsman, plain and simple,”
Khawaja was quoted as saying
by cricket.Com.Au here.

“New ball is tough work,

but then you get some (weath-
er) conditions, and it’s a bit of
luck involved in it, too; some-
times you get the other team
out, then suddenly the clouds

roll over... Other times you’re
out there and it’s nice and
sunny.”

He indicated that with the
changing weather conditions,

batting on England pitches
was a gamble, and that one
needs to grab the opportuni-
ties if they present themselves.

“If I’ve learned anything,
it’s work hard, train hard,
(and) if you’re going to
England, go with low expecta-
tions, and then just work on
every game one at a time,
because you are going to fail as
a batsman. But when you do
score, you try to cash in as
much as you can,” said the bat-
ting stalwart.

Khawaja had played three
Ashes Tests each on the 2013
and 2019 tours. He was, how-

ever, axed before the end of
both series. 

Though the veteran crick-
eter feels he is a much
improved player than he was
a decade ago, he believes there
is no surety when facing
England bowling stalwarts
James Anderson and Stuart
Broad.

“I feel like I’m a better
player than I was 10 years ago.
I have more experience than I
did back then. But... There’s no
guarantees — Anderson,
Broad, they’re unbelievable
bowlers, they’re tough work at
the start.
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England fast bowler
Jofra Archer was

ruled out of the upcom-
ing Ashes series against
Australia on Tuesday
because of ongoing prob-
lems with his right elbow
that have limited his play-
ing time since 2021.

Archer will miss the
entire summer of inter-
national cricket, England
said, after scans revealed
he has sustained a recur-
rence of a stress fracture
to his elbow.

The 28-year-old
Barbados-born pacer
underwent two opera-

tions on his elbow in
2021 and was forced to
cut short his time in this
season’s Indian Premier
League after experiencing
discomfort in the same
area.

“It has been a frus-
trating and upsetting
period for Jofra Archer,”
England managing direc-
tor Robert Key said. 

“He was making
good progress until a
recurrence of the elbow
injury, which kept him
out for an extended peri-
od previously.

“We wish him the
best of luck with his
recovery. I’m sure we will

see Jofra back to his best
and winning games for
England, whatever the
format. Hopefully, soon-
er rather than later.”

The Ashes starts on
June 16 with the first of
five tests. England will
warm up for the series

with a one-off test against
Ireland at Lord’s from
June 1.

England selected a
15-man squad for the
Ireland match and
included Jonny Bairstow,
who is set to play for his
country for the first time

since breaking his left
leg and ankle when slip-
ping during a round of
golf.

Wicketekeeper Ben
Foakes was dropped to
make room for Bairstow,
who will play as a wick-
etkeeper-batter and
starred for England with
some explosive perfor-
mances with the bat in
the middle order last
year.

“It was a seriously
tough decision to leave
Ben Foakes out of the
squad,” Key said. 

“He has been excel-
lent for England in the
last year, but Jonny

Bairstow is one of the
best players in the world
whose performances last
summer epitomised what
we are about.”

With Chris Woakes
back in the test squad for
the first time since March
2022, Mark Wood
returning after taking a
break from the New
Zealand tour and James
Anderson shrugging off a
minor groin injury,
England has a deep stock
of pace bowlers from
which to choose. Stuart
Broad, Ollie Robinson
and Matthew Potts are
other fast bowlers in the
squad.
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Batting legend Sunil
Gavaskar reveals experi-

encing an “emotional
moment” when he got MS
Dhoni’s autograph on his
shirt after Chennai Super
Kings’ last league round
match at the Chepauk against
Kolkata Knight Riders in this
IPL. 

Gavaskar, who was on
the field with the broadcast
unit after the game on
Sunday night, requested
Dhoni to sign his shirt as
CSK players were doing a lap
of honour around the MA
Chidambaram Stadium in
Chennai.

“When I got to know
about Chennai Super Kings
and MS Dhoni are going to
take a lap of honour at
Chepauk, I decided to create
a special memory. 

“That’s why I ran towards
MSD to take his autograph.
It was his last home game at
Chepauk,” Gavaskar was
quoted as saying on Star
Sports.

“So, I went to Mahi and
requested him to sign an
autograph on the shirt that I
was wearing. It was so nice of
him to acknowledge it. It was
a very emotional moment for
me because this fellow has
made immense contributions
to Indian cricket,” he said in
a release.
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England and Rajasthan
Royals batter Joe Root feels

young opener Yashasvi Jaiswal
is one “hell of a talent” and it
is a matter of time before he
goes on to play for India. 

With 575 runs in 13
matches at 47.91 including
four fifties and one century, the
21-year-old has set the IPL
stage on fire, resulting in a
clamour for his selection in the
national team. 

“... You could see it (India
debut) tomorrow. One thing
that is quite impressive with
him is he is clearly very hun-
gry and he has got great desire
and belief in his ability. 

“He is making sure that he
continues to keep looking to
get better, keep learning which
he does, he has got a great tem-
perament in that respect and
he has got a brilliant work
ethic. He is always asking and
trying to learn from other
players and from people
around him,” Root told PTI in
an exclusive interview.

England’s batting main-
stay in the five-day format,
Root can’t see a weakness in
Jaiswal’s game. 

“So I think he has got all
the elements, there is no area
of real weakness at this minute
which you can see. He has
dominated spin and seam
throughout this tournament
and you can see him with the
confidence he is playing with
now is amazing. 

“I do not think it is a ques-
tion of ‘if he can do it’; it is
more (of) ‘when’ and how he
fits into that Indian team. But
clearly he is a hell of a talent
with an amazing future ahead
of him and hopefully he con-
tinues to go as it is, all falls into
place and the only team he
does not score runs against is
England (laughs),” Root added.

IPL EXPERIENCE WILL
HELP IN ODI WORLD
CUP

The former England skip-
per and batting mainstay said
the IPL experience would cer-
tainly help in gaining knowl-

edge about conditions in India,
with the 50-over World Cup
slated to be played in the
country in October-
November. 

“It is hard to try and not
to take information from the
experience that you have had
here. Even just being in these
conditions for a long period of
time, get the opportunity to see
how the bowlers react, both
pace and spin... 

“...Playing on slightly
more used wickets, different
soils - obviously the dark soil
and the red soil, see how they
react slightly differently, just
try to give yourself as much
information and store that for
when we come back here at
the end of the year, will be
important. 

“Now as well, even things
like how at different venues,
how the ball reacts, how you
sum up faster score than oth-
ers, how you approach differ-
ent scenarios at those grounds
- it is all valuable information
when you head into a major
tournament like that even if it
is a different format.”

Root, 32, who is playing
his first IPL, said the impact
player rule will need to have a
run of two to three years
before a clear understanding is
developed.
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Legendary West Indian Brian
Lara has conceded that he

was not able to come to “grips”
with the rigours and emotions
of the tournament in his first
year as Sunrisers Hyderabad
head coach as the franchise
once again made an early exit
from the IPL.

Defending champions
Gujarat Titans became the first
team to make the playoffs fol-
lowing heir their 34-run win
over Sunrisers Hyderabad here
on Monday. The result also
knocked out the Lara-coached
side who still have two more
matches left.

“First of all, it’s my first year
(as head coach of an IPL side)...,”
Lara said in the post-match
media interaction.

Lara indicated understand-
ing the nitty-gritty in his first
year of being the chief coach of
a T20 side was difficult.

After an unsuccessful 2022
where they finished eighth, SRH
parted ways with their most suc-

cessful coach Tom Moody who
had guided them to the playoffs
five times and win the IPL
2016. Formerly a strategic advis-
er and batting coach, this was
the West Indian great’s first
assignment as a head coach of
a T20 team.

“Not getting to grips with
the emotions of going through
an IPL season, especially when
we were back to travelling to dif-
ferent venues and finding out
different surfaces,” the 54-year-
old said.

“Our last year was based on
3-4 venues (due to Covid-19 and

bio-bubble environment), so
there is a huge difference in that,”
he added.

“As a coach, an appreciation
of how much you have to pay
attention to what’s going on is a
meticulous task to get things
right continuously,” Lara said,
hoping that the players correct
their “mistakes” next season
and emerge “much better crick-
eters”.

BATTING DIDN’T COME
TO PARTY

Lara further said they had a
“respectable batting unit” but

their batters were not able to
come to the party.

SRH had relied heavily on
Rahul Tripathi and Abhishek
Sharma in batting, but the duo
came a cropper this season.

Tripathi, who scored 413
last season, made 258 runs from
12 matches this time.

Sharma, who scored 426
runs in 2022, scored 215 from
10 matches.  “The likes of Rahul
Tripathi or Abhishek Sharma,
who scored runs last year in
excess of 400 (each) find them-
selves struggling a bit this year. 

“But it’s not just one or two
players, it’s not just the Indian
players. I feel that, as a unit, we
were unable to match up to what
was expected. 

“If you look on paper I
would think that this is a
respectable batting lineup and
we just weren’t able to come to
the party enough times,”
added Lara. The franchise
also has drawn flak for not
giving enough opportunity to
their tearaway pacer Umran
Malik.
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Punjab Kings will be
eager to register a big
win to keep their IPL

play-off hopes alive against
wooden spooners Delhi
Capitals, who will play for
pride when the two teams face
off here on Wednesday.

It has been a roller-coast-
er ride for PBKS, with six loss-
es and as many wins. They are
placed at eighth spot with 12
points and are still in con-
tention to make the qualifiers.

However, they need to
improve their net run rate
(NRR), which stands at -
0.268.

A 31-run win against the
Capitals last week boosted
their NRR and morale and the
Shikhar Dhawan-led side will
hope for an encore and then
hope that other results go their
way.

Punjab will have to put up
a much improved effort with
the bat. Against Delhi, open-
er Prabhsimran Singh waged
a lone battle. Barring Dhawan,
who has been their best bat-
ter, and to an extent
Prabhsimran Singh, very few
PBKS batters have contributed
enough to their overall totals.

Their bowlers also need
to pull up their socks.
Boasting of a sound bowling
attack with Nathan Ellis, Sam
Curran and Arshdeep Singh,
PBKS have often failed to
defend runs.

On the other hand, Delhi
Capitals have had a nightmare
of a season and have already
been knocked out of the play-
off contention.

The batting unit has dis-
appointed all season. Delhi’s
Indian batters, barring Axar
Patel, have flattered to deceive,
putting up a dismal show.

The abject failure of
Prithvi Shaw and Sarfaraz
Khan has contributed sig-
nificantly to Delhi Capitals’
travails this season, forcing
the think-tank to pack all
their overseas players at
the top.

Skipper David Warner,
wicketkeeper-batter Phil Salt
and all-rounder Mitchell
Marsh have given the team
some momentum with the
willow. But once they are
gone, the middle order just
crumbles.

In their previous game
against Punjab, the Capitals
looked on course for a com-
fortable win but then lost eight
wickets for 67 runs.

The Indian bowlers in the
side are not faring as badly as
the batters. Three of DC’s four
wins have come on the back
of dominant bowling dis-
plays.

Old warhorse Ishant
Sharma has done his job
while the return of Khaleel
Ahmed has also helped.

Anrich Nortje, who had
returned home for personal
reasons, is back but it is to be
seen if Delhi continue with
the four overseas batters at the
top or bring the South African
pacer to tighten their bowling
attack.

The spin duo of Kuldeep
Yadav and Axar Patel have
bowled economically. 
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Lucknow Super Giants beat
Mumbai Indians by five
runs in a crucial IPL game

to inch closer to the playoffs
here on Tuesday. Asked to bat
first, Marcus Stoinis hit a whirl-
wind 89 off 47 balls to power
Lucknow Super Giants to a
challenging 177 for 3.

In reply, Ishan Kishan
made a 39-ball 59 and added 90
with Rohit Sharma (37) but
once they departed, MI could
only manage 172 for 5 in the
end. Earlier, LSG were 35 for 3
in 6.1 overs but Stoinis and
Krunal Pandya (49) lifted the
team to 117 for 3 with a 82-run
fourth wicket stand, which
remained unfinished after the
skipper retired hurt after hob-
bling to a single. 

Jason Behrendorff (2/30)
and Piyush Chawla (1/26) were
among the wickets. For LSG,
Ravi Bishnoi (2/26) and Yash
Thakur (2/40) took two wick-
ets each. Stoinis 89 helped
Lucknow Super Giants recov-
ered from a poor start to post
177 for three against Mumbai
Indians on a challenging pitch
here on Tuesday.

Stoinis smashed seven sixes
in his belligerent 47-ball effort

and shared an 82 run stand
with stand in skipper Krunal
Pandya (49 retired hurt) after
LSG found themselves reeling
at 35 for three in the seventh
over. As it has been the case
through the season, batters

had a tough time on a two
paced surface.

LSG made a questionable
call to leave out their leading
run getter of the season, Kyle
Myers, and the move did not
work. Replacing him at the top,

Deepak Hooda (5) was undone
by a slower ball from Jason
Behrendorff 

The next ball from the
left-arm pacer was angled away
and Prerak Mankad got a faint
touch on way to the wicket-

keeper while trying to run
towards the third man.

The situation got worse for
LSG when Quinton de Kock
(16 off 15) fell in the seventh
over to leave the home team
reeling in the seventh over.

De Kock went for the drive
off a googly from the wily
Piyush Chawla but ended up
getting caught behind.

The onus was on the big-
hitting Stoinis and Krunal to
resurrect the innings and they
did that with a gritty stand
before the latter got retired hurt
after being seen in a bit of dis-
comfort in the 16th over.

After that it was all Stoinis,
who began his innings with
massive sixes off spinners
Hrithik Shokeen and Chawla in
successive overs. Stroke making
was tough in the prevailing
conditions but Stoinis used his
brute force to get the much
needed boundaries and sixes.

The 18th over bowled by
Jordan yielded 24 runs with the
England pacer spraying it all
over the place. He failed to nail
his yorker and Stoinis was
quick to dispatch his two balls
for massive sixes down the
ground besides collecting three
fours off the short balls.

Brief Scores:
Lucknow Super Giants:

177 for 3 in 20 overs (Marcus
Stoinis 89 not out; Jason
Behrendorff 2/30). 

Mumbai Indians: 172 for 5
in 20 overs (Ishan Kishan 59;
Ravi Bishnoi 2/26). 
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