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With US President Joe
Biden calling off his visit

to Australia for the Quad sum-
mit there next week, the high-
profile event may take place in
Hiroshima, Japan, this week-
end. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida, Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese and President Biden
will review the situation in the
Indo-Pacific against the back-
drop of Chinese aggressive
stance there. The Quad group-
ing includes India, the US,
Australia, and Japan.

Prime Minister Modi will
travel to Japan to attend the G-
7 meet where the Quad meet-
ing between the leaders of
Australia, Japan, US and India
is likely to be held on coming
Saturday or Sunday.

Modi will then attend the
Indo-Pacific Forum meeting in
Port Moresby in Papua New
Guinea followed by a visit to
Australia. He will hold a bilat-
eral meeting with Albanese
besides taking part in a con-
ference of business leaders.

The Indian diaspora will hold
a reception for the Prime
Minister in Sydney on May 23.
Biden is also expected to meet
Modi on the side-lines of the
G-7 summit.

Giving details of Modi’s
three-nation tour, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) had
said on Tuesday he will visit
Hiroshima on May 19-21 for
the G-7 summit. He will speak
at G-7 sessions with partner
countries on subjects such as
peace, stability and prosperity
of a sustainable planet, food,
fertiliser and energy security,
health, gender equality, cli-
mate change and environment,
resilient infrastructure, and
development cooperation.

Modi will hold a bilateral
meeting with Kishida. He will

also hold bilateral meetings
with some of the other partic-
ipating leaders on the side-lines
of the Summit.

The Prime Minister will
then travel to Port Moresby,
Papua New Guinea, where he
will host the 3rd Summit of the
Forum for India-Pacific Islands
Cooperation jointly with the
Prime Minister of Papua New
Guinea on May 22.

Launched in 2014, FIPIC
involves India and 14 Pacific
Island Countries, namely, Fiji,
Papua New Guinea, Tonga,
Tuvalu, Kiribati, Samoa,
Vanuatu, Niue, Federated States
of Micronesia, Republic of
Marshall Islands, Cook Islands,
Palau, Nauru and Solomon
Islands.
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In a massive multi-State oper-
ation, the National

Investigation Agency (NIA), in
coordination with Punjab
Police and Haryana Police, on
Wednesday raided 324 loca-
tions and seized a huge cache
of arms and ammunition,
besides other incriminating
materials, in the notorious ter-
rorist-gangster-drug smugglers
nexus cases.

“Several suspects were
detained during the raids, con-
ducted as part of ‘Operation
Dhvast’ in nine States, namely
Punjab, Delhi, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Chandigarh and Madhya
Pradesh,” the NIA said in a
statement.

While the NIA covered
129 premises, Punjab Police
launched searches at 143 places
in 17 districts and Haryana
Police raided 52 locations in 10
districts simultaneously begin-

ning at 5.30 am, it said.
The day-long searches were

aimed at breaking the terror
nexus of Arsh Dalla, a desig-
nated terrorist, apart from
dreaded gangsters such as
Lawrence Bishnoi, Chhenu
Pehalwan, Deepak Teetar,
Bhupi Rana, Vikash
Lagarpuriya, Ashish
Choudhary, Gurpreet Sekhon,
Dilpreet Baba, Harsimrat
Simma, and Anuradha among
others.

Continued on Page 2
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The “New” Parliament is all
set to be inaugurated on

May 28 as part of the grand cel-
ebrations of Modi.2 anniver-
sary. Sources in the
Government said preparations
for the inauguration of the
new Parliament are in full
swing and all the
Parliamentarians are being sent
a missive to make themselves
available in the national Capital
during the last week of this
month the reasons for which
has been cited a probable
“function”.

Continued on Page 2
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Even after several rounds of
discussion for the fourth

consecutive day on Wednesday,
the crisis within the Congress
regarding the selection of the
Chief Minister for Karnataka
has continued. 

After several meetings on
Monday and Tuesday, includ-
ing with Congress president
Malliakarjun Kharge separate-
ly, Wednesday started with
both former Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and Karnataka
PCC chief DK Shivakumar
meeting Rahul Gandhi sepa-
rately at 10 Janpath in the
morning. Shivakumar is also
learnt to have talked on the
phone to former party chief

Sonia Gandhi, who is learnt to
have told him to meet Kharge.

However, in the evening,
all the Congress could inform
the media was to wait for 48-
78 hours for the party to
announce the CM name along
with full cabinet. Earlier the
party had said the CM name
shall be announced by Kharge
in Bengaluru on Wednesday.

AICC general secretary in-
charge for Karnataka Randeep
Surjewala said, “It (the decision
to name the CM) is a matter of
today and tomorrow and we
will have a leader of the legis-
lature party. Within the next 48
to 72 hours, we will have a new
cabinet in Karnataka and in the
first cabinet meeting, we will
implement the five Congress
guarantees and begin the work
of building grand Karnataka.”

Surjewala also mentioned
that all Congress leaders have
been advised not to issue state-
ments on the leadership mat-
ter. “Any out of turn remarks
made from here onwards will

be treated as indiscipline and
action taken accordingly,”
Surjewala said.

The Karnataka PCC chief
then met Kharge again and
spent a good half an hour with
him for the second day in a
row. Surjewala was present at
Kharge’s residence at the time.

A section of the top
Congress leadership feels
Siddaramaiah’s popularity
among several sections, includ-
ing the poor, OBCs and
minorities, can get votes for the
party in the Lok Sabha polls.

Surjewala said the party
chief has been authorised to
appoint the leader of the legis-
lature party and that is why
deliberations are underway.
“The Congress president
believes in three principles —
consensus, unanimity and
unity. Mallikarjun Kharge, who
has been authorised by the leg-
islature party, will announce
(the name of the leader) after
holding due deliberations.”

Urging the media not to
resort to speculation, he said,
“I am here to quash multiple
rumours and hearsay...That is
being played on multiple news
channels. Stop listening to
rumours being planted by the
BJP which is frustrated by the
decisive defeat in Karnataka. 

“The Congress is commit-
ted to the welfare of each
Kannadiga, the Congress is
committed to fulfilling its five
guarantees, and the Congress is
committed to implementing
its agenda. The Congress is
committed to giving a clean,
transparent and responsible
government.” 
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The ongoing political tug of
war between Siddaramaiah

and DK Shiva Kumar and delay
in the announcement of a new
Chief Minister by the Congress
prompted  caretaker Karnataka
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Wednesday to say
that “inability” to decide
despite it having a clear major-
ity in the Assembly reflects the
internal situation in the
Congress 

“People have voted for the
Congress party hoping that a
change of Government will
bring a lot of prosperity to the
State as well as the people. They
are yet to finalise their CM can-
didate. It is their internal mat-
ter, I don’t want to discuss
much on that,” he said in
response to a question in
Bengaluru.

He asked the Congress to
settle the issue of Government
formation soon.

The “inability” to choose a
CM early is a reflection on the
party, Bommai claimed. 

“Despite having a com-
plete majority, the party is
unable to decide its leader.
This shows the internal situa-
tion of the party.”

Continued on Page 2
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The World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) has

predicted that global tempera-
tures are likely to surge to
record levels in the next five
years, fuelled by heat-trapping
greenhouse gases and a natu-
rally occurring El Niño event. 

In its latest update, the
WMO said that there is a 98
per cent likelihood that at least
one of the next five years, and
the five-year period as a whole,
will be the warmest on record.  

Meanwhile, a study by
World Weather Attribution too
has emphasised that the region’s
high vulnerability, known as a
heatwave hotspot, exacerbated
the impacts of the heatwave. 

“There was a 66 per cent
chance that annual global sur-

face temperatures will exceed
1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels for at least one
of the years 2023-2027, with a
range of 1.1 degrees Celsius to
1.8 degrees Celsius forecasted
for each of those five years,” the
WMO said. 

The WMO last year stated
that there was a 50:50 chance
of the annual average global
temperature temporarily reach-
ing 1.5 degrees Celsius above
the pre-industrial level for at
least one of the next five years
— and the likelihood is increas-
ing with time.

“This report does not
mean that we will permanent-
ly exceed the 1.5 degrees
Celsius level specified in the
Paris Agreement which refers
to long-term warming over
many years. However, WMO is

sounding the alarm that we will
breach the 1.5 degrees Celsius
level on a temporary basis with
increasing frequency,” said
WMO Secretary-General Prof
Petteri Taalas. 

The years from 2015 to
2022 were the hottest eight ever
recorded, with 2016 being the
warmest. But temperatures are
forecast to rise further as cli-
mate change intensifies. The

global mean temperature in
2022 was 1.15 degrees Celsius
above the 1850-1900 average.
The cooling influence of La
Niña conditions over much of
the past three years temporar-
ily reined in the longer-term
warming trend. But La Niña
ended in March 2023 and an El
Niño is forecast to develop in
the coming months. Typically,
El Niño increases global tem-

peratures in the year after it
develops — in this case this
would be 2024.

There is only a 32 per cent
chance that the five-year mean
will exceed the 1.5 degrees
Celsius threshold, according to
the Global Annual to Decadal
Climate Update produced by
the United Kingdom’s Met
Office, the WMO lead centre
for such predictions.

The chance of temporari-
ly exceeding 1.5 degrees Celsius
has risen steadily since 2015,
when it was close to zero.  For
the years between 2017 and
2021, there was a 10 per cent
chance of exceedance.

The WMO said that the
annual mean global near-sur-
face temperature for each year
between 2023 and 2027 is pre-
dicted to be between 1.1

degrees Celsius and 1.8 degrees
Celsius higher than the 1850-
1900 average. This is used as a
baseline because it was before
the emission of greenhouse
gases from human and indus-
trial activities. There is a 98 per
cent chance of at least one in
the next five years beating the
temperature record set in 2016,
when there was an exception-
ally strong El Niño. The chance
of the five-year mean for 2023-
2027 being higher than the last
five years is also 98 per cent.

“Arctic warming is dispro-
portionately high. Compared to
the 1991-2020 average, the
temperature anomaly is pre-
dicted to be more than three
times as large as the global
mean anomaly when averaged
over the next five northern
hemisphere extended winters.”
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All India Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB) sec-

retary and senior advocate
Zafaryab Jilani (74) died here
on Wednesday after a pro-
tracted illness. He is survived
by his wife, two sons, and a
daughter. 

Jilani continued to be a sig-
nificant figure in the Babri
Masjid-Ram Janmabhoomi
issue as convener of the Babri
Masjid Action Committee.
During the Akhilesh Yadav-led
Government, he was appoint-
ed as additional advocate gen-
eral of Uttar Pradesh.

Continued on Page 2
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India’s economy is expected to
grow by 6.7 per cent in the

calendar year 2024, supported
by resilient domestic demand,
according to a UN report
which said higher interest rates
and weaker external demand
will continue to weigh on
investment and exports this
year for the country.

The World Economic
Situation and Prospects as of
mid-2023 released on Tuesday
said India’s economy, the largest
in the South Asian region, is
expected to expand by 5.8 per
cent in 2023 and 6.7 per cent
in 2024 (calendar year basis),
supported by resilient domes-
tic demand.

However, higher interest
rates and weaker external
demand will continue to weigh
on investment and exports in
2023, it said.

Inflation in India is expect-
ed to decelerate to 5.5 per cent
in 2023 as global commodity
prices moderate and slower
currency depreciation reduces
imported inflation.

The estimates for India’s
economic growth in the mid-
year assessment remained
unchanged from the projec-
tions made in the World
Economic Situation and
Prospects 2023 report launched

in January this year.
The flagship report issued

in January had said that India’s
GDP is projected to moderate
to 5.8 per cent in 2023 as
higher interest rates and glob-
al economic slowdown weigh
on investment and exports.

India’s economic growth is
expected to remain “strong”
even as prospects for other
South Asian nations “are more
challenging.” India is projected
to grow at 6.7 per cent in 2024,
the fastest-growing major econ-
omy in the world, the flagship
report had said.

Chief of the Global
Economic Monitoring Branch,
Economic Analysis and Policy
Division, UN Department of
Economic and Social Affairs,
Hamid Rashid had said at a
press conference that India is a
“bright spot” in the world
economy.

In response to a question
by PTI on the trajectory of the
Indian economy, Rashid said
on Tuesday “India remains a
bright spot. 

Continued on Page 2

�
��������)������
	���
��������	�

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday granted Sebi

time till August 14 to complete
its probe into the allegations of
stock price manipulation by the
Adani group and asked the
market regulator to place on
record an updated status report
of the probe. A bench headed
by Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud also directed that
copies of the report submitted
before it by the apex court-
appointed Justice (retd) AM
Sapre expert committee be
made available to the parties to
enable them to assist it in fur-
ther deliberations in the mat-
ter. 

When Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing for
SEBI, requested the top court
to consider extending the dead-
line till September end, the
bench said, “We are not grant-
ing an indefinite extension of
time. If there is some genuine
difficulty, you let us know.” 

Continued on Page 2
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In view of unabated terror
attacks being orchestrated

from across the border, the
planned phased withdrawal of
the Army from certain areas of
the Jammu region has been
shelved “indefinitely”.

Officials said the
Government had planned to
reduce the footprints of
Rashtriya Rifles, a counter-
insurgency force of the Army,
in the Jammu region and hand
over the security to the Jammu
& Kashmir Police and para-
military forces.

The Army has three
Counter-Insurgent Forces
(CIF) in the Jammu region —
Delta Force (which looks after
the Doda region), Romeo Force
(looking after Rajouri and
Poonch areas) and Uniform
Force (looking after Udhampur
and Banihal areas).

Some units of the Army
had planned to gradually hand
over the security and law and
order management to the local
police and paramilitary units in

South of Pir Panjal (Jammu
region), the officials said.

However, keeping the situ-
ation in mind, especially the
killings by terrorists this year,
it has been decided to shelve
the proposal “indefinitely”, the
officials said.

The areas in the Jammu
region have seen 17 killings by
terrorists, including that of 10
Army personnel. 

Seven civilians were killed
in Dhangri village of Rajouri on
January 1 this year. Of them,
five civilians were killed in a

terrorist firing on January 1
evening while two minors lost
their lives when an IED, left
behind by the terrorists before
fleeing, exploded the next day.

Five Army personnel were
killed in cold blood when ter-
rorists attacked their vehicle at
Bhatta Durrian in Mendhar
tehsil of Poonch district on
April 20. 

The Army personnel were
on their way to distribute ‘Iftar’
material to a nearby village dur-
ing Ramzan.

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Government will encourage peo-
ple to participate in cleaning activities of the

Yamuna and increase the green cover on its
banks as part of a campaign launched for the
rejuvenation of the river on Wednesday. The “I
love Yamuna campaign” was kicked off by Delhi
Environment and Forest Minister Gopal Rai
from Chhath Ghat, near ITO.

Nearly 1,500 students and teachers from Eco
Clubs of different schools in Delhi registered to
participate in the initiative, the minister’s office
said in a statement.  The objective of this pro-
gramme is to educate children about the sig-
nificance of the Yamuna river and the issue of
pollution in Delhi, the statement said.

All children present during the programme
actively participated in a slogan-writing com-
petition related to the cleanliness of the river,
and also pledged to keep Yamuna clean, it said.
Additionally, the environment and forest depart-
ment distributed medicinal plants to all those
who attended the event. “Yamuna river is not
just any river for Delhi, but it sustains a vast
ecosystem within the city. The majority of Delhi’s
water requirements are met by the Yamuna river,
making it a crucial resource for both econom-

ic and ecological purposes,” Rai said. “However,
the river’s ecological balance has been disrupt-
ed over time due to the excessive discharge of
chemicals, plastics, and other non-biodegrad-
able pollutants. Nevertheless, our government
is taking all necessary steps to preserve the sanc-
tity of this sacred river,” he said.                
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Adrug manufacturing labo-
ratory allegedly set up by

foreign nationals inside a resi-
dential house in Greater Noida
has been busted, police said on
Wednesday.  Nine people of
African origin have been arrest-
ed and 46 kg of methampheta-
mine estimated to be worth Rs
200 crore in the international
market has been seized, Gautam
Buddh Nagar Police
Commissioner Laxmi Singh
said.

“The methamphetamine
recovered is in the white, purest
form. The nine foreigners were
staying on rent in the house
located in Sector Theta 2 of
Greater Noida,” Singh said.
“Police have also seized raw
material which could have been
used to produce methamphet-
amine worth Rs 100 crore

more,” she told reporters. Those
held have been identified as
Anudum Emmanuel, Ajoku
Ubaka, Daniel Azuh, Levi
Uzochukw, Jacob Emefiele,
Kofie, Chidi Ijiagwa (all eight
from Nigeria) and Dramemond
(from Senegal), the police said. 

The raw material seized
from their possession included
methyl alcohol, hypo phos-
phoric acid, hydrosulfuric acid,
iodine crystals, ammonia,
ephedrine, acetone, sulfur, and
copper salt, police said, adding
they also seized equipment used
in manufacturing the synthet-
ic drugs, along with high-qual-
ity face masks from the house.

On modus operandi of the
gang, police said the accused
had a drug supply syndicate in
Delhi-NCR and operated from
their rented premises in Jaitpur-
Vaispur village in Sector Theta
2. “A detailed investigation is

underway to trace the gang’s
network of raw material, chem-
ical suppliers, members of the
network who used to deliver the
drug to customers,” the police
commissioner said.
“Investigation is also underway
to trace their financial transac-
tions, supply lines connected
abroad, possible links with
narco terror,” the officer said.

Police said they were yet to
confirm whether these foreign-
ers were living here legally.
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Greater Noida) Saad Miya
Khan, who led the police team
that raided house, said no doc-
ument related to their identity
was recovered from  house. “We
have informed embassies of
their countries and also apprised
the ANTF (Anti-Narcotics Task
Force) as well as NCB (Narcotics
Control Bureau) about the
development,” Khan told.
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Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh

Chouhan on Wednesday
announced a scheme to impart
skills to the youth. “The
Government is making efforts
for employment— the process
of recruitment for one lakh
posts is going on. Our efforts
for self-employment continue
unabated,” he said. 

Employment Day is organ-
ised every month in the State.
“It is our resolve the youth will
not be left unemployed. For
this, a new scheme is being
implemented to teach skills to
the youth,” Chouhan  said.

The youth will also get
paid along with learning the
skill. Companies and service
sector will be linked for skill
training. “Unemployment

allowance is redundant. The
new scheme will give wings to
the youth by enhancing their
ability, so that they can fly high
in the open sky and they get
new opportunities, progress
and development,” he said.

Under the scheme, the reg-
istration of establishments giv-
ing training to youth will start
from June 7 and the registra-
tion of youth willing to learn
work will start from June 15
and the placement will start
from July 15. From July 31, the
contract will be processed
between the establishment that
gives the training and the State
Government.

The youth will start work-
ing from August 1. “This rev-
olutionary scheme will teach
the youth to stand on their own
feet instead of walking on
crutches,” Chouhan  said.
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Thereafter, Modi will visit

Sydney, Australia, on May22-
24. Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Albanese on Wednesday can-
celled next week’s Quad lead-
ers meeting in Sydney after
President Biden postponed his
visit to Australia to focus on
crucial debt-ceiling talks to
prevent a catastrophic federal
default.

Speaking to the media,
Albanese said it is still possible
that his Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi will visit
Sydney next week. “The Quad
leaders’ meeting will not be
going ahead in Sydney next
week,” Albanese said in Tweed
Heads, a town in New South
Wales.

Albanese said the leaders of
Australia, the US, India and
Japan will now meet at the G7
Summit in Japan this weekend.

“We, though, will be hav-
ing that discussion between
Quad leaders in Japan. I thank
Prime Minister (Fumio)
Kishida for his invitation for
me to attend the G7 and it is
appropriate that we talk. 

The Quad is an important
body and we want to make sure
that it occurs at the leadership
level and we’ll be having that
discussion over the weekend,”
Albanese said. President Biden
announced on Tuesday that he
will postpone the Australia leg

of his Asia trip, along with that
of Papua New Guinea, given
the uncertainty and intense
negotiations with the opposi-
tion Republican Party to ensure
that America does not default
on its debt for the first time in
history.

Biden has been forced to
turn his attention to domestic
politics, as he works to hash out
a deal with Republicans to
prevent the US from defaulting
on its debts at the end of this
month.

“Because that has to be
solved prior to June 1 — oth-
erwise there are quite drastic
consequences for the US econ-
omy, which will flow on to the
global economy — he under-
standably has had to make
that decision,” Albanese said.

Albanese also said Biden
was “disappointed” as he was
unable to come to Australia
and that the Quad leaders
would instead try to gather on
the margins of the G7 leaders
meeting in Hiroshima.

“All four leaders —
President Biden, Prime
Minister Kishida, Prime
Minister Modi and myself —
will be at the G7, held in
Hiroshima on Saturday and
Sunday. We are attempting to
get together over that period of
time [and] I’ll have a bilateral
discussion with President
Biden,” he said. 

From Page 1 
Some of the locations

where raids were conducted on
Wednesday included Abohar,
Moga, Fazilka , Ludhiana,
Mohali, Ferozpur, Tarn Taran,
Ludhiana , Faridkot,
Roopnagar, Nawashahar,
Ferozpur, Amritsar, Patiala,
Bernala and Jalandhar districts
of Punjab, Gurugram, Yamuna
Nagar, Ambala, Rohtak, Sirsa,
Kurukshetra and Jhajjar dis-
tricts of Haryana, Sri Ganga
Nagar, Churu, Bikaner and
Jaipur districts of Rajasthan,
Baghpat, Meerut and Lucknow
in Uttar Pradesh; Bhind and
Barwani districts of Madhya
Pradesh; besides Dwarka,
North, North-east, South-east,
South, Outer and Outer North
districts of Delhi/NCR.

The focus of the latest
round searches against the syn-
dicate was on weapon suppli-
ers, financiers, logistic
providers and hawala operators
associated with the hardcore
gangs working with drug
smugglers and terrorists based
out of other countries like
Pakistan and Canada.

The raiding parties have
seized one pistol, assorted
ammunition (both live and
used cartridges), in addition to
60 mobile phones, five DVRs,
20 SIM cards, one hard disk,
one pen drive, one dongle,
one WiFi router, a digital
watch, two memory cards, 75
documents and Rs 39, 60,000
in cash, the NIA said. These

searches were the sixth in the
series of such crackdowns
launched by the NIA following
the registration of three cases
since August 2022 of conspir-
acies related to targeted killings,
terror funding of pro-Khalistan
outfits and extortion.Notable
among these cases are the sen-
sational killing of Maharashtra
builder Sanjay Biyani and inter-
national Kabaddi player
Sandeep Nangal Ambia in
Punjab last year.

The NIA investigations
have revealed that the con-
spiracies were being hatched in
jails of different States and
were being executed by an
organized network of opera-
tives based abroad. The spot-
light on these gangs has
become sharper after reports of
several prisons becoming
havens of the deadly nexus and
hubs of gang wars, which
recently resulted in violence
and murder inside Goindwal
jail and Tihar jail, it said.

The NIA has further found
that many criminals, who were
leading the gangsters in India,
had fled to countries like
Pakistan, Canada, Malaysia
and Australia, from where they
were engaged in planning seri-
ous crimes in association with
criminals lodged in jails across
India. These groups were car-
rying out targeted killings and
raising funds for their nefari-
ous activities through smug-
gling of drugs and weapons,
hawala and extortions.

From Page 1 
None of the MPs so far

communicated was aware of
the ‘event’ while a few of them
whom The Pioneer contacted
confided that they have ‘only’
been asked to be in Delhi dur-
ing the time. While there is no
official word from the
Government yet, but cleaning
of civil structures, sound and
electricity testing has begun
perhaps for the occasion. “The
new Parliament building will be
ready before the end of this
month. However, there is no
official date yet for its inaugu-
ration,” sources said.

The inauguration specula-
tion of the new Parliament
started from last years’
Monsoon Session, then Winter
Session and there was full
chance for the Budget Session
start but delayed due to certain
finishing works underway.

Construction of the new
Parliament building began two
years ago. The new building is
part of the redevelopment of
the Central Vista, the nation’s
power corridor. The yesteryear
Rajpath was redone and
rechristened as Kartavya Path
when the first phase of Vista
project was inaugurated by the
PM.  Revamping the three-km
road from the Rashtrapati
Bhavan to the India Gate, con-
structing a common central
secretariat, a new office and
residence of Prime Minister,
and a new vice-president
enclave are also part of the pro-
ject being executed by central
public works department.

From Page 1 
Congress has 135 MLAs in

224-strong Karnataka
Assembly. “Aspirations of the
people are more important
than politicking. They
(Congress) should settle the
issue of a new chief minister
and Government formation as
soon as possible,” he added.

Responding to a question
about the representation
Congress may give Lingayats
and Vokkaligas and other com-
munities in the Government,
Bommai said, “Let’s see what
they do”.

He alleged that the grand
old party had tried to appease
the Lingayat community before
the May 10 polls. “Especially
Congress leaders spoke so
much about Lingayats and
tried to appease them. Let us
see what positions they give,
whether they will give the
office of CM, or Deputy CM or
Minister. The community is
also watching,” he said.

Meanwhile, as the
Congress is struggling to select
the new Chief Minister for
Karnataka two Ministers in
the outgoing BJP Government
sought to blame senior
Siddaramaiah for the defection
of a group of his party’s MLAs
that led to the collapse of the H
D Kumaraswamy-led coalition
Government in 2019 after
being in power for 14 months. 
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Jilani’s son Najam Zafaryab

said that his father breathed his
last at around 11:50 am at
Nishat Hospital in Lucknow.
He said his father’s last rites
were performed at Aishbagh
graveyard in Lucknow on
Wednesday evening.

Despite not being in poli-
tics, Jilani remained in the
headlines for the last three
decades. In the Ayodhya dis-
pute, Zafaryab Jilani is known
for consistently speaking firm-
ly for the restoration of the
Babri masjid.

He had been fighting on
behalf of the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board since 1986,
after the unlocking of the Babri
masjid on the orders of the dis-
trict and sessions judge of
Faizabad in February, 1986.

While he argued the
Muslim side in the Babri
Masjid-Ram Janmabhoomi
case, Jilani, at one point, also
argued that the proposed
mosque which was being built
on the land allocated by the
Supreme Court violated the
Sharia law.

“Mosques or mosque land
cannot be bartered under the
Waqf Act. 

From Page 1 
Our projection for India hasn’t

changed since January and we see many
positives, including the inflation has come
down significantly.” “We are pretty confi-
dent with our forecast right now for the
year,” he said.

India’s inflation is about 5.5 per cent
while the regional average for South Asia
is 11 per cent. Rashid said this means there
will be significant room for both fiscal
expansion and monetary accommodation
and that would support domestic demand.

He however added that risks lie on the
external side. He noted that if the exter-
nal financing condition deteriorates fur-
ther and it becomes much tighter, then
India would face some challenges and
exports may face some challenges going
forward. The mid-year assessment said that
prospects for a robust global economic
recovery remain dim amid stubborn infla-

tion, rising interest rates and heightened
uncertainties. Instead, the world economy
faces the risk of a prolonged period of low
growth as the lingering effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the ever-worsening
impact of climate change and macroeco-
nomic structural challenges remain unad-
dressed.

According to the report, the world
economy is now projected to grow by 2.3
per cent in 2023 (+0.4 percentage points
from the January forecast) and 2.5 per cent
in 2024 (-0.2 percentage points), a slight
uptick in the global growth forecast for
2023.

In the US, resilient household spend-
ing has prompted an upward revision of
the growth forecast to 1.1 per cent in 2023.
The European Union’s economy-driven by
lower gas prices and robust consumer
spending-is now projected to grow by 0.9
per cent, the report said. China’s growth
this year is now forecast at 5.3 per cent, as
compared to the 4.8 per cent projected ear-
lier this year, as a result of COVID-19-

related restrictions being lifted. “The cur-
rent global economic outlook presents an
immediate challenge to delivering on the
SDGs,” said UN Under-Secretary-General
for Economic and Social Affairs, Li
Junhua.

“The global community must urgent-
ly address the growing shortages of fund-
ing faced by many developing countries,
strengthening their capacities to make crit-
ical investments in sustainable develop-
ment and helping them transform their
economies to achieve inclusive and sus-
tained long-term growth.” 

Global trade remains under pressure
due to geopolitical tensions, weakening
global demand and tighter monetary and
fiscal policies. The volume of global trade
in goods and services is forecast to grow
by 2.3 per cent in 2023, well below the pre-
pandemic trend. The mid-year report
noted that central banks in South Asia con-
tinued their interest rate hikes in early 2023
to tackle inflation and stabilize exchange
rates. 

From Page 1 
The bench, also compris-

ing Justices PS Narasimha and
JB Pardiwala, was hearing the
pleas filed on the Adani-
Hindenburg row.  It was also
considering SEBI’s application
seeking extension of time by six
months to complete the probe
into allegations of stock price
manipulation by the Adani
group. “SEBI is granted an
extension of time till August 14,
2023, to submit its report,” the
bench said, adding, “SEBI shall
place on record an updated sta-
tus report with regard to the
course of investigation.”            

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for one of
the petitioners, referred to a
reply given by the Minister of
State for Finance in Parliament
in July 2021 about SEBI inves-

tigating some Adani group
companies with regard to com-
pliance with SEBI regulations.
He argued that in recent times,
despite many complaints hav-
ing been made to SEBI over the
last six-seven years, it appeared
that they are doing “absolute-
ly nothing despite it being
written on the wall”. 

“You pick up something in
2016, something in 2020 and
connect them with the present
issue which is arising from the
Hindenburg report,” Mehta
said while responding to
Bhushan.  “I want to just clear
the air. 2016 is something total-
ly different, distinct and com-
pletely separate. My friend
now wants that whatever inves-
tigations or proceedings were
taken against a particular com-
pany till now should be placed

on record. I don’t think that is
the remit but I have no diffi-
culty,” the top law officer said. 

He said the Minister of
State for Finance in his reply to
Parliament on July 19, 2021 had
confirmed that SEBI is inves-
tigating some Adani group
companies with regard to com-
pliance with regulations. 

“It may be noted that the
investigation referred to was in
respect of possible non-com-
pliance with Minimum Public
Shareholding (MPS) norms,
and consequential violations.
This investigation commenced
in October 2020. It is hereby
confirmed that the investiga-
tion referred to by the minis-
ter had not commenced in
2016,” Mehta said.  He said
SEBI has made a statement to
the apex court that it is exam-

ining or investigating the alle-
gations made in the
Hindenburg report and one of
these allegations was related to
non-compliance with MPS
norms. Mehta said SEBI has
also submitted to the court that
the current status of this inves-
tigation has been placed before
the expert committee consti-
tuted by the apex court.            

The Solicitor General  said
the six-month period is the
“compressed time limit” and
the court may consider extend-
ing the time available till
September end for the probe to
conclude.  “You tell us what you
have done because we had
already granted you two
months. We have granted you
a further extension of three
months which makes it five
months. 

From Page 1 
Five para-commandos

were killed and a Major-rank
officer injured when terrorists
set off an IED in Kandi forest,
Rajouri on May 5. 

The proposal to withdraw
the Army from the hinterland
was under discussion for some
time and a final recommenda-
tion was to be taken at the
Unified Headquarters (UHQ)
headed by Lt Governor of
Jammu & Kashmir Manoj
Sinha. The UHQ has top rep-
resentatives from the Army,
police and paramilitary forces.

Post abrogation of Article
370 on August 5, 2019, the law
and order and terror-related
incidents had shown a decline
with the number of stone pelt-
ing incidents reduced to zero.
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Special Secretary (Vigilance)
Y Rajasekhar, who has been

divested of his charge by the
Delhi Government, has trashed
the allegations of “forgery and
corruption” leveled against him
by officials against whom he
had taken action and advised
disciplinary action.

The AAP dispensation has
alleged that the IAS officer faces
charges of “forgery and cor-
ruption”, including the alleged
CNG fitness scam.

The 2012-batch IAS officer
is apparently facing the heat as
he was overseeing various sen-
sitive cases related to the
alleged excise policy case, ren-
ovation of Chief Minister’s
official bungalow and razing of
a heritage structure for con-
struction of a house for then
Delhi Jal Board Chief Executive
Officer among others.

Rajasekhar was divested
of his duties on the directive of
the Delhi Services Minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj on May 13.

Bharadwaj had said that
several written complaints
against Rajasekhar have been
received alleging his involve-
ment in forgery and corrup-
tion. The Delhi Government
will look into all these com-

plaints seriously and impar-
tially, he had said in a statement
earlier this week.

Trashing all allegations
against him, Rajasekhar said he
has submitted a 157-page
report to Delhi L-G VK Saxena
with documentary evidence,
including clearance from the
Central Vigilance Commission
and the Union Home Ministry.
The Pioneer is in possession of
this report. 

“I have come across state-
ments in newspapers about
certain allegations against the
undersigned. In this context, it
is to mention here that the job
profile of the undersigned was
always in the Enforcement and
Regulatory Department. As a
result, faced counter com-
plaints from officers against
whom the undersigned had
taken action and recommend-
ed disciplinary action,” the IAS
officer said in his report.

“All the allegations fall

under this category and the
same were already inquired and
investigated by Highest
Vigilance Authority of the
country, that is, the Central
Vigilance Commission
(CVC)”, Rajasekhar stated, but-
tressing further that the reports
have been further investigated
and finally accepted by the
Union Home Ministry.

“On the contrary, the MHA
(Ministry of Home Affairs)
directed to assess threat per-
spective and directed to take
action against false com-
plainants,” reads the report.

Bharadwaj had taken the
step citing complaints that
Rajasekhar was “running an
extortion racket and demand-
ing protection money from
officers”.

Through a legal notice to
the Delhi Government, NGO
Abhinav Manch had demand-
ed action against the officer
over charges of “corruption,
forgery and harassment”.

It claimed that Rajasekhar
has been accused of “planting
fabricated documents” during
his earlier stint at the Vigilance
Directorate to save accused
senior officers involved in the
CNG fitness scam.

In the report, the officer
asserted the MHA had given a
clean chit to him. He further

pointed out the fact that the
allegation is being levelled as if
he was the author of the CNG
kit scam, when in actuality, he
was never posted in the trans-
port department.

It has also been alleged that
he “harassed and threatened” a
woman officer at the New
Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) where he was earlier
posted as Director (Estates).
During his tenure in NDMC,
many colleagues had submitted
complaints against Rajasekhar.
It included over 60 complaints
by one person to the CVC
accusing the IAS officer of
“bribery and having benami
properties”, the notice said. In
this connection, the Central
Vigilance Officer in his 2018
report, pointed out that the
allegations were being made “to
create confusion in the system
to tarnish the image of YVVJ
Rajasekhar”.

The Delhi Government
has also claimed to have
received a complaint against
the officer, claiming that he was
“deliberately” brought from
Goa before his tenure in the
coastal State ended and “plant-
ed” in the Delhi Government’s
Services and Vigilance depart-
ments for “executing specific
political agenda”, according to
sources.
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The Ar vind Kejr iwal
Government on

Wednesday sent a proposal to
the L-G, VK Saxena, to
replace incumbent Services
Secretary Ashish More with
Anil Kumar Singh, a 1995
batch IAS officer. More was
removed from his post with-
in hours of the Supreme
Court verdict on May 11,
giving the AAP Government
control over the transfer and
posting of officers. 

He was then served a
show-cause notice by Services
Minister Saurabh Bharadwaj’s
office, which threatened dis-
ciplinary action against him
for not complying with his
transfer order and allegedly
going incommunicado. Prior
to the verdict of the court, the
Services department was
under the control of Delhi’s
Lieutenant Governor.

According to officials, the
AAP Government has now
sent the file related to removal
of Ashish More from the post
of Secretary (Vigilance) to the
Lt Governor’s office. AK
Singh will be the new Services
Secretary as the LG is bound
by the aid and advice of the

Council  of Ministers of
National Capital Territory of
Delhi in matters within the
legislative scope of the nation-
al Capital. The issue was dis-
cussed in a meeting of
Services Selection Board
(CSB) on Wednesday. The
meeting chaired by the chief
secretary was also attended by
additional chief secretary P K
Gupta and Services secretary
More, officials said.

The CSB was originally
scheduled to meet earlier on
Tuesday, but it could not due
to preoccupation of the chief
secretary.

More was removed by the
Delhi government from his
post on May 11, hours after the
Supreme Court order placed
the control of bureaucrats
working with the Delhi gov-
ernment (excluding those relat-
ed to police, public order, and
land) under the elected gov-
ernment.

Besides directing More’s
removal,  Bharadwaj had
ordered that he be replaced by
IAS officer AK Singh. The
Delhi government had also
approached the Supreme
Court alleging the Centre
was not implementing its
decision to remove More.
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Giving the Lieutenant
Governor the power to

nominate aldermen to the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi will mean he can desta-
bilise an elected civic body, the
Supreme Court observed on
Wednesday and wondered
whether these nominations
were of so much concern to
the Centre. A Bench of Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud and
Justices PS Narasimha and
JB Pardiwala made this obser-
vation while reserving its ver-
dict on the plea of the Delhi
Government challenging the
LG’s power to nominate alder-
men.  The MCD has 250
elected and 10 nominated
members.

In December last year, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
defeated the BJP in the civic
elections, winning 134 wards
and ending the saffron party’s
15-year run at the helm of the
MCD. The BJP won 104 seats
and the Congress finished a
distant third with nine.

“Is the nomination of 12
specialised people in MCD of
that much concern to the
Centre? Actually, giving this
power to the LG would effec-
tively mean that he can desta-
bilise the democratically elect-
ed Municipal Committees
because they (aldermen) will
have voting powers also,” the
Bench said.

Additional Solicitor
General Sanjay Jain, appearing
for the LG’s office said in the
context of Delhi, it is pertinent
to note that the 69th amend-
ment came and GNCTD Act
was notified, which collec-
tively contain mechanism for
governance of Delhi.

The 69th Amendment
Act of 1991 accorded a special
status to the Union Territory
of Delhi by designing it as the
National Capital Territory of
Delhi.

The Bench told Jain his
submission means that MCD
is an institution of self-gover-
nance and that the role of LG
here is distinct from the role
of administrator when he acts
on the aid and advice of the
Council of Ministers under
Article 239AA.

Referring to the Act, Jain
said there are some powers
which are entrusted to admin-
istrators and some others are
given to the government.
Justice Narasimha asked Jain
whether he means the power

conferred upon the adminis-
trator is independent of the
state and cannot be given to
the state government.

Senior advocate Abhishek
Singhvi, appearing for the
Delhi government, said no
separate powers have been
accorded to the state govern-
ment to nominate people to
the MCD, and for the past 30
years, the practice of the LG
nominating aldermen on the
aid and advice of the city gov-
ernment has been followed.

“LG never appoints alder-
men in his own right,” he said,
adding the nominations are
always made by the President
but on the aid and advice of
the Union government.

Referring to the provi-
sions, Singhvi said where a file
is marked to the state gov-
ernment, it stops at its door,
but where it is marked to the
LG, he has to act on the aid
and advice of the state gov-
ernment.  Jain interjected say-
ing just because a practice has
been followed for 30 years
does not mean it is correct.

Singhvi submitted if Jain’s
argument is accepted, then LG
after LG was wrong in fol-
lowing this practice. The
bench said giving the LG the
power to nominate aldermen
will effectively mean that he
can destabilise a democrati-
cally elected MCD because
these aldermen get appointed
to the standing committees
and have voting power.
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Acity court on Wednesday
sentenced AAP MLA

Akhilesh Pati Tripathi to till ris-
ing of the court for causing hurt
to a student in 2020, saying he
was “not a threat to the society”.
Special Judge Geetanjli Goel
passed the order observing that
the convict has “deep roots in
the society” and that he was
“not a threat to the society”.

‘Rising of the court’ is a
nominal sentence awarded to a
guilty person who is not
allowed to leave the court till it
concludes.  The judge also
imposed a fine of Rs 30,000 on
Tripathi, out of which Rs 6,500
would be deposited as cost of
proceedings towards the cost
incurred by the prosecution
and the remaining amount
would be paid to victim Sanjeev
Kumar as compensation. “The
convict has deep roots in the
society and the convict is not a
threat to the society. . .
Considering the facts and cir-
cumstances of the case and to
meet the ends of justice, it
would be reasonable if convict
Akhilesh Pati Tripathi is sen-
tenced to TRC,” the judge said.

The court had on March
25 convicted Tripathi, saying
the prosecution was able to
prove the guilt of the accused
“beyond reasonable doubt” for
the offence under Section 323
of IPC.
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Delhi Police has arrested
Rohit Singh, Assistant

Professor at the Guru Gobind
Singh Indraprastha University
(GGSIPU), who had imper-
sonated the Lt. Governor, VK
Saxena and made calls on his
behalf in September, 2022.  He
was arrested on  May 15, at the
IGI Airport upon his arrival
from UK.

Following preliminary
questioning by Police, the
accused has admitted that he
called the Vice-Chancellor of IP
University twice over the land-
line phone impersonating as
the LG.  In the first instance, he
got his leave sanctioned and in
the second instance on 30th
September, 2022, he called the
VC impersonating as LG to get
his sister selected as Faculty in
the English Department of the
GGSIPU.  

The Delhi Police had reg-
istered an FIR and begun inves-
tigations after a complaint in
this matter, which relates to a
call made to Vice Chancellor of
the University, Dr. Mahesh
Verma on 30.09.2022, by an
unidentified person imper-
sonating as the Lt. Governor,
who asked for the appointment
of a particular candidate in the
English Department of the
University, in a since cancelled
Recruitment Exercise. He was
produced before the court

which granted his police cus-
tody. On expiry on his police
custody, he was produced
before the court, which
remanded him into judicial
custody. A Look Out Circular
was pending against him. 

The Lt. Governor had
taken an extremely serious
view in this matter of imper-
sonation and emphasized that
it has never been his style of
functioning to make calls or
entertain any request whatso-
ever, that involved out of turn
favors, benefits or unethical
practices. He has also cau-
tioned all concerned to strict-
ly check with his Secretariat in
case of any such calls/messages
received by them, from some-
one impersonating him or
using his name. 

To ascertain the veracity of
the call, the Vice Chancellor
had contacted the LG’s
Secretariat, which denied hav-
ing made any such call and
asked for the matter to be
reported to Police immediate-
ly.  Accordingly, an FIR under
Section 419 (IPC) for imper-
sonation was registered at PS
Dwarka, North on 02.10.2022.
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Delhi Chief  Minister
Ar vind Kejr iwal  on

Wednesday ordered desilting
of all trunk sewer lines of the
national capital, cleaning at
least 20 per cent of sewer lines
every year so that the whole
9000-km-long network is
cleaned up in five years. This
will provide immediate relief
to the residents of Delhi from
sewer line overflows, enhance
the cleanliness of the Yamuna
river, and effectively tackle the
persistent issue of waterlog-
ging on roads. This is the first
time that the government has
decided to clean the all trunk
sewer lines in the capital.
Initially, the plan is to desilt
45 kilometres of these sewer
lines, with completion tar-
geted for March 2024.

The chief minister said in
a statement this is the first
time any government has
decided to desilt and clean the
entire sewer system of Delhi.
It will be adopted as a regu-
lar exercise, he said. The
desilting of sewer system will
“radically” aid the cause of
Yamuna cleaning, he said. At
least 20 per cent sewer lines
will be cleaned up each year
and within five years, the
whole system will be com-
pletely cleaned, he said.

This extensive cleaning
process will be executed in
five phases, ensuring that
every sewer line within Delhi

is meticulously cleaned with-
in a span of five years. In
addition to the physical clean-
ing operations, the chief min-
ister has instructed authorities
to establish proper waste dis-
posal systems for the silt
removed, it said. The cleaning
process will remove the risk of
sanitation-related hazards,
prevent water contamination
in the Yamuna and mitigate
the problem of waterlogging
on roads during monsoon
seasons, it said.

The chief minister issued
clear instructions to the Delhi
Jal Board regarding the com-
prehensive cleaning of all
trunk sewer lines in Delhi and
to document the desilting
process through video record-
ings.

According to the officials,
the total length of sewer lines
in Delhi is approximately
9,000 kilometres. Currently,
cleaning operations are
underway for approximately
90 kilometres of these crucial
sewer lines across various
locations.  Desilting opera-
tions for 36.87 kilometres of
trunk and peripheral sewer
lines have been successfully
completed thus far. The
remaining cleaning work for
these trunk sewer lines is
expected to be finalised by the
end of May-June 2023, it said.

A survey of an addition-
al 110 kilometres of sewer
lines for future desilting is
underway.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday

instructed Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) officials to modernise the
city’s four water treatment
plants (WTPs) and find a “per-
manent solution” to remove
contaminants.  For this, he said,
authorities should develop a
time-bound comprehensive
plan, according to an official
statement issued after a review
meeting chaired by the Chief
Minister.

He also stressed upon offi-
cials that the “presence of dirty
water in any part of Delhi
should be completely eradicat-
ed”, it said. In the meeting,
which was attended by Water
Minister Saurabh Bharadwaj,
DJB vice chairperson Somnath
Bharti and senior officials of
the Board, Kejriwal expressing
concern over the issue of con-
tamination of supply water,
reiterated that a “permanent
solution” to the problem should
be found.

Stressing on the need for
modernisation of the treat-
ment plants, he directed offi-
cials to take immediate action
to upgrade filters to ensure
clean water to people. These
plants currently suffer from
excessive turbidity and their

upgrade is crucial to meet
quality standards, he noted.

“If ammonia is identified as
the source of contamination,
swift measures will be taken to
eliminate it, including thorough
pipeline inspections,” the chief
minister said. Contamination
of water because of pipelines
must be “promptly addressed,
and if necessary, replacement
should be undertaken”, Kejriwal
said during the meeting.

The chief minister noted
that there were complaints
about ammonia contamina-
tion in several tube wells and
said resolving these issues has
to be a priority, the statement
said. He instructed the DJB to
tackle localised ammonia con-
tamination concerns through
comprehensive measures and a
detailed action plan, it said.

“Furthermore, areas expe-
riencing nitrate-related com-

plaints should get nitrate
removal systems to ensure safe
drinking water,” Kejriwal said.
He said ammonia removal
plants are being installed to
effectively tackle contamination
and added that four non-oper-
ational plants would be work-
ing within the next two to two
and a half months.

In the meeting, officials
informed the chief minister
that necessary permissions
have been obtained for
installing tube wells at 400
locations. On the tube wells
project, the statement said in
the first phase, the installation
of 450 tube wells will result in
a 70 million gallons per day
(MGD) increase in water
capacity within the next six
months.  Following the instal-
lation of these tube wells, the
total water capacity of Delhi
will rise to 1,060 MGD, it said.
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The Delhi Government
transport department  has

constituted an eight-member
expert technical committee for
deciding routes and opera-
tional characteristics of the
‘mohalla’ bus scheme, accord-
ing to an official order issued
by the transport department.
The committee has been con-
stituted by Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot, DTC MD
Shilpa Shinde, who also holds
the charge of Special
Commissioner (Cluster) said in
the order issued on May 16.

The committee is led by
CK Goyal, senior VP (RT),
Delhi Integrated Multi-Modal
Transit System Limited
(DIMTS), and has a member

each from DTC, DMRC,
International Council on Clean
Transport (ICCT), two mem-
bers from WRI, a representa-
tive from MapmyIndia and a
fellow from the transport
department.

The expert technical com-
mittee will submit its recom-
mendations to the transport
department within three weeks
from the date of the constitu-
tion of the committee, the
order said.

“The scope of work of the
expert technical committee has
inter-alia included nature of
Mohalla bus services, pervasive
branding, route length, fare,
frequency and any other aspect
deemed appropriate to the
committee to recommend,” it
said.
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In the wake of heavy footfall
around C-Hexagon since the

inauguration of Kartavya Path,
Delhi Traffic Police on
Wednesday issued an advisory,
guiding visitors about the
roads, location of various util-
ities and their access points.
Police have advised people to
use public transport to reach
the erstwhile Rajpath (King’s
Way) — the two-kilometre
stretch between Rashtrapati
Bhavan and India Gate via
public transport.

The advisory was issued
after the Delhi Traffic Police
observed that since the inau-
guration of Kartavya Path in
September last year, there has
been a heavy footfall of visitors
to the vicinity of C-Hexagon,
officials said.

The changed landscape
and ongoing construction pro-
jects have highlighted the need
for public awareness regarding
the location of various utilities
and their access points, they
said.

According to the advisory,
visitors can reach India Gate
using any one of the 10 speci-
fied roads — Tilak Marg,
Purana Quila Road, Shershah
Road, Dr. Zakir Hussain Marg,
Pandara Road, Shahjahan

Road, Akbar Road, Ashoka
Road, K.G Marg and
Copernicus Marg.

People planning a visit
India Gate should make max-
imum use of public transport.
They have also been advised to
avail metro services till
Supreme Court metro station,
Khan Market metro station,
Mandi House metro station or
ITO metro station and further
walk or use public transport to
reach India Gate.

“Visitors can also reach
India Gate by using city bus
services having bus stops along
C Hexagon near Baroda House,
National Stadium and National
Art Gallery,” it said.
Commuters using auto rick-
shaws, cabs and private vehicles
should alight and board vehi-
cles from designated pick-up
and drop points along C-
Hexagon at Tilak Marg Radial,
near National War Memorial
Gate, Dr. Zakir Hussain Radial,

Shahjahan Radial and K.G
Marg Radial, the advisory stat-
ed.

“Drivers are advised not to
block the carriageway by halt-
ing their vehicles or waiting in
their vehicles along C-
Hexagon. Any violation in this
regard is liable to prosecu-
tion,” the advisory said. “People
travelling in their personal
vehicles should avail paid park-
ing facilities and not park their
vehicles on roads. Improperly
parked vehicles are liable to
towing and fine,” it added.

“Due to heavy volume of
vehicular traffic on C-Hexagon,
pedestrians are advised not to
cross C-Hexagon carriageway
except via zebra crossings
which are located at Tilak
Marg, Dr. Zakir Hussain Marg,
Shahjahan Road and K.G
Marg. Pedestrians should walk
on the left side of the footpath
along the perimeter of C-
Hexagon,” it said.   
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As European Union (EU)
Foreign Policy chief Josep

Borrell called for action against
India for procuring Russian oil
in the backdrop of ongoing
Ukraine conflict, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
urged him to go through the
EU regulations.

This sharp reaction came
late Tuesday in Brussels after
Borrell’s remarks seeking action
against Indian refined products
from Russian crude.

Clarifying India’s position,
Jaishankar said “Look at EU
Council regulations, Russian
crude is substantially trans-
formed in the third country
and not treated as Russian
anymore. I would urge you to
look at Council’s Regulation
833/2014.”

This comes after the bloc’s
chief diplomat earlier said the
EU should crack down on
India reselling Russian oil as
refined fuels including diesel
into Europe as Western nations
move to tighten sanctions on

Moscow’s energy sector.
“India buys Russian oil, it’s

normal... “ said EU’s Foreign
policy chief Borrell but wants
the bloc to act on refined prod-
ucts coming from India-made
Russian crude in an interview
with Financial Times.

While Borrell met
Jaishankar at the trade tech-
nology talks in Brussels, he was
not present at the press con-
ference that followed.

In his place, EU Executive
Vice President on Competition,
Margrethe Vestager said there
was “no doubt about the legal

basis of the sanctions”, and that
the EU and India would have
the discussion as “friends...
with an extended hand and of
course, not a pointed finger.”

Along with Jaishankar,
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal, and Union Minister of
State for Entrepreneurship,
Skill Development, Electronics
and Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekhar were also in the
meeting.

Jaishankar on Monday
arrived in Brussels for the last
leg of his three-nation visit cov-
ering Bangladesh, Sweden and

Belgium.
Jaishankar has all along

defended India’s imports from
Russia and indirectly criticized
the West for pressurising New
Delhi to minimise its trade with
Russia.

He wondered how Europe
could make choices to priori-
tise its own energy needs and
at the same time ask India to do
something else.

“Our trade with Russia is at
a very small level- USD 12-13
billion, in comparison to
European countries. We’ve also
given the Russians a set of
products... I don’t think people
should read more into it other
than the legitimate expectations
of any trading country to
increase its trade,” Jaishankar
said earlier in December while
addressing a joint press con-
ference with his German coun-
terpart Annalena Baerbock.

“I would urge you to look
at these figures. There is a web-
site called ‘Russia Fossil Fuel
Tracker’ that would give you
country-by-country data of
who is really importing what
and I suspect that might be
very very helpful,” he added.
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Given a volatile global, eco-
nomic and security sce-

nario, India and the European
Union(EU)have said they share
fundamental values and have a
common interest in ensuring
security, prosperity and sus-
tainable development in a
multi-polar world.  The two
sides also said they are com-
mitted to deepening their part-
nership to accelerate the
growth and deployment of
advanced digital technologies
that will benefit both soci-
eties. These were the major
takeaways from the first meet-
ing of the India-EU Trade and
Technology Council (TTC)late
Tuesday.  In a joint statement
issued later, the two sides said
they also face a challenging and
volatile global political, eco-

nomic and security landscape.
“In that context, both sides

emphasised the importance of
the rules-based international
order and full respect for the
principles of sovereignty, terri-
torial integrity, transparency,
and peaceful resolution of dis-
putes,” the statement said.

The meeting, which con-
cluded in Brussels Tuesday
evening, was co-chaired by
Executive Vice-Presidents
Margrethe Vestager and Valdis

Dombrovskis on the EU side,
and External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal, and Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, Minister for
Skill Development and IT on
the Indian side. The joint state-
ment also called for annual
TTC meeting alternating
between the EU and India, with
the next meeting planned for
early 2024 in India.

The two sides said the

rapid changes in the world’s
geopolitical environment high-
light the need for an even
deeper strategic partnership
between India and the
European Union.

“As vibrant democracies,
open market economies and
pluralistic societies India and
the European Union share fun-
damental values and have a
common interest in ensuring
security, prosperity and sus-
tainable development in a
multi-polar world,” it said.

“India and the European
Union are committed to deep-
ening their partnership and
leveraging their respective
strengths to accelerate the
development and deployment
of advanced digital technolo-
gies that will benefit both
societies and promote global
progress in line with our
common values,” it said.
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Operations resumed at the
Leh airport on

Wednesday after it was shut on
Tuesday as an IAF C-17
Globemaster heavy-lift trans-
port blocked the runway there
following a technical glitch.

The closure forced the
diversion of two and cancel-
lation of eight flights on
Tuesday. “With the continuous
efforts of concerned agencies,
it is informed that..(the air-
port) is now available for
operations...Hence, all com-
mercial flights will be operat-
ing on 17.05.2023
(Wednesday) as per schedule.
Wishing you all a very happy
journey,” the airport authori-
ties said in a tweet on
Wednesday morning.

The Leh airport is a mili-
tary one that is also used for
passenger flights. The IAF
uses the airport to support the
military’s high-altitude deploy-
ments in Ladakh.  The IAF
operates 11 C-17 planes.

The airport authorities on
Tuesday said almost all flights
in and out of the airport were
cancelled due to “unavoid-

able circumstances.”
IndiGo, Air India, SpiceJet,

and Vistara operate 20 non-
stop flights in and out of Leh.

Sources had said on
Tuesday the technical glitch
was not serious and the run-
way was likely to be opera-
tional by Wednesday.  The C-
17 was on a routine air main-
tenance sortie when it landed
at Leh on Tuesday morning.
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As many as seven passengers
reported minor sprain

injuries Delhi-Sydney Air India
flight encountered severe tur-
bulence mid-air leaving sever-
al passengers injured on
Tuesday. There were 224 pas-
sengers onboard the aircraft.

The injured passengers
received medical assistance on
arrival at Sydney airport, how-
ever, no passenger was hospi-
talised. The Air India flight ( AI
302) had taken off from Delhi
at 2.43 pm on Tuesday and

landed in Sydney at 7.10 am
Wednesday after an almost
12-hour flight (all timings
local), which had encountered
severe turbulence mid air.

“During flight seven pas-
sengers reported minor sprain.
Cabin crew provided the first
aid with the assistance of a doc-
tor and a Nurse travelling as
passengers, using an onboard
first aid kit,” the official said.

A senior officer of the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) said that
these passengers complained of
minor sprain and no hospital-
isation was required.
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The CBI on Wednesday said
it has arrested freelance

journalist Vivek Raghuvanshi
and former Navy Commander
Ashish Pathak for allegedly
collecting sensitive information
on Defence matters and pass-
ing them on to foreign
Intelligence agencies.

The agency produced
Raghuvanshi and Pathak before
a special CBI court which
granted six-day CBI custody of
the duo.

“It was also alleged that the
accused and his associate (ex-
Navy commander Pathak),
presently working with a (pri-
vate) firm, were in possession
of classified secret documents
related to Indian defence estab-
lishments,” the CBI said in a
statement.

On Tuesday, the CBI con-
ducted searches at around 15
locations in the National
Capital Region (NCR) and at
Jaipur. CBI has seized 48 elec-
tronic devices including lap-
tops, tablets, mobile phones,
hard disks and pen drives
belonging to the FIR-named
accused and others associated

with the said accused, during
searches,” the CBI said.

“Besides, a number of
incriminating documents relat-
ing to Indian defence estab-
lishments, have also been
seized. The data stored in cloud
based accounts / emails / social
media accounts belonging to
the accused/ others have also
been recovered by digital foren-
sic experts of CBI,” it said.  

The agency further said,
“The scrutiny of devices recov-
ered so far from the possession
of accused also revealed that
the accused was allegedly col-
lecting confidential informa-
tion related to India’s Defence
procurement from different
sources and was in contact with
several foreign Entities / Agents

/ Persons, and that he had
entered into contracts/agree-
ments with several foreign
entities for sharing of confi-
dential information. It was also
alleged that the accused and his
family members had received
substantial amounts (of
money) from foreign sources.”

The CBI took over the
probe from the Delhi Police
Special Cell, which was on the
trail of Raghuvanshi since
September last year, after get-
ting information that some
Indian journalists were col-
lecting and passing on such
information to foreign intelli-
gence agencies having potential
to disturb relations with friend-
ly countries.

The information received

by the Special Cell suggested
that a journalist was illegally
collecting “sensitive details”
about “future procurement of
armed forces which reveal the
strategic preparedness of our
country’s classified communi-
cations/information related to
national security, and details of
strategic and diplomatic talks of
India with our friendly coun-
tries, which can spoil the bilat-
eral relations of India with
them...” reads the FIR.

According to the Special
Cell’s FIR, Raghuvanshi
allegedly procured and sup-
plied such information to
Intelligence agencies of foreign
countries.

The CBI took over the
case on December 9 last year
and re-registered the FIR
against Raghuvanshi on a
directive from the Union Home
Ministry.

After a detailed back-
ground check and maintaining
surveillance, the CBI on
Tuesday carried out the search-
es on multiple locations on
Tuesday.

A number of incriminating
documents relating to Indian
defence establishments have

also been seized, officials said.  
Raghuvanshi, who is listed

as India correspondent of a US-
based portal on defence and
strategic affairs on its website,
was then taken into custody
along with Pathak.

In its FIR registered on
December 9, the CBI had
booked Raghuvanshi under
Section 3 (spying) of the
Official Secrets Act and under
Section 120-B (criminal con-
spiracy) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).

The CBI had booked
Raghuvanshi on the allega-
tions that he was involved in
the illegal collection of sensitive
information including the
minute details of the DRDO
defence projects and their
progress, sensitive details about
the future procurement of
Indian armed forces which
reveal the strategic prepared-
ness of country’s classified
communications/ information
relating to national security,
details of the strategic and
diplomatic talks of India with
our friendly countries and
sharing such classified infor-
mation with intelligence agen-
cies of foreign countries. 
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Jolted by rude shock in the
Karnataka Assembly elec-

tion, the Bharatiya Janata Party
led state governments are
mulling ways to counter
Congress’ entitlement guaran-
tees, which are seen to be hurt-
ing the saffron outfit in states
where there are almost direct
contests.  

“The five guarantees of the
Congress in the Karnataka
Assembly election proved to
have tilted the scale against the
BJP. Now, this is becoming a
trend, as the Congress had
made similar guarantees in the
Himachal Pradesh Assembly

election as well. The BJP-ruled
states will need to find a
counter narrative sooner,” said
a senior BJP functionary.

Congress’ five guarantees
in the Karnataka Assembly
election were 200 free electric-
ity units, Rs 2000 to women per
month, Anna Bhagya scheme
under which people in the

BPL list would be given 10 kg
free rice, Rs 3000 for graduate
unemployed per month for
two years and Rs 1500 for
diploma holders per month for
two years, and free bus rides for
women.

“The preliminary internal
assessment by Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai’s political

team has concluded that the
BJP lost the Assembly election
because of the Congress’ enti-
tlement guarantees, besides a
few other political factors,
including some of the decisions
of the party which backfired,”
sources said.      One of the
option on the table for the BJP
is to ask the state governments
headed by the BJP to further
broaden the ambit of the sub-
sidized food scheme, said a
senior BJP leader, who added
that the party is growing wary
of the Opposition parties going
aggressive with welfare mea-
sures, which the party dub as
freebies, in the Assembly elec-
tions.

The BJP leaders claim that
the party had also reaped rich
dividends from the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojna (PMGKAY) in Uttar
Pradesh and other state
Assembly elections. The
scheme was merged with the
National Food Security Act in
December last year.

“The BJP-ruled states
which are in financially better
positions can create a new cat-
egory of beneficiaries for the
subsidized food scheme.
Haryana is mulling to add a
new category of beneficiaries in
the annual income range of Rs
1.80 lakh to Rs 3 lakh per fam-
ily in which the state govern-

ment will bear half the cost of
the benefits, which will come to
Rs 1500 a month. This can be
replicated by other BJP-ruled
states,” added the BJP func-
tionary.

The BJP-ruled states are
also being asked to go aggres-
sive to expanding the reach of
their existing schemes to find
either employments or bank
credits to those who wish to
start their own business activ-
ities, sources said, who added
that the party will deliberate
deeply on ways to counter the
Congress’ entitlement guaran-
tees without entering into the
competitive politics over free-
bies. 

�
��������)������
	��� ��������	

Observing that people in public service
should be thick skinned, the Delhi High

Court Wednesday refused to pass an interim
order “at this stage” on a plea by BJP MP
Gautam Gambhir seeking directions against
Punjab Kesari media group to withdraw the
alleged defamatory reports. The High Court,
however, said prima facie it was satisfied that

the matter requires consideration and summons
must be issued to the media house’s editor and
three reporters. 

Cricketer-turned-politician Gambhir
claimed in his suit the defendants were publishing
“false and malicious” reports against him and
sought the court’s direction to them to tender
unconditional apology which shall be published
in all newspapers brought out and circulated by
the media house. Justice Chandra Dhari Singh

issued notice and summons to
the media house and four oth-
ers on the main suit. The court
also issued notice to them on
the application for interim relief
and listed the matter for further
hearing in October. 

“You are a public servant,
you need not to be so sensitive.
Any public person should be
thick skinned. Otherwise social
media etc… Nowadays judges
should also be thick skinned,”
the judge said. As an interim
relief, Gambhir sought a court
order to the newspaper to
immediately withdraw the
alleged defamatory publica-
tions targeting him and to
restrain it from making similar
allegations during the penden-
cy of the suit. 
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In a relief to Indian
Youth Congress

president BV
Srinivas, the Supreme Court on
Wednesday granted him inter-
im protection from arrest in a
case lodged by an expelled
woman leader of the party
from Assam accusing him of
causing mental agony. Srinivas
had challenged a Gauhati High
Court order rejecting his antic-
ipatory bail plea. 

On May 5, the Gauhati
High Court had rejected the
anticipatory bail plea of
Srinivas in a case lodged by
Angkita Dutta, the expelled
chief of Assam Youth Congress,
accusing him of causing men-
tal agony to her. A bench of
Supreme Court Justices B R
Gavai and Sanjay Karol issued
notices to the Assam
Government and others, seek-
ing their replies in the matter
by July 10. 

“We have perused the

(CrPC section) 164
statement which has
been so graciously
placed before us by
the prosecution. We
do not wish to say
anything against the

state at this stage. Taking into
consideration the one-month
delay in lodging FIR, the peti-
tioner is entitled to interim pro-
tection. We direct that in the
event of arrest, the petitioner
shall be released on anticipa-
tory bail on furnishing sureties
to the sum of Rs 50,000,” the
bench said. 

The top court directed
Srinivas to cooperate in the
investigation and appear
before the police on May 22.
It also directed him to coop-
erate in the inquiry being
carried out with the National
Commission for Women.
Srinivas’s counsel senior advo-
cate Abhishek Singhvi sub-
mitted that the complainant
raised the grievance of dis-
crimination being faced in
the party in the tweets before
lodging the complaint.
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The CBI on Wednesday
conducted searches at

premises of the then aide of
former Jammu & Kashmir
Governor Satya Pal Malik,
and 11 other locations in
Delhi and Rajasthan in the
alleged insurance scam case.

The CBI conducted
searches at the residence of
Malik's then aide Saunak Bali,
Chartered Accountant Sanjay
Narang, Virender Singh Rana
and Kanwar Singh Rana,
Priyanka Chowdhary and
Anita in Delhi and Rajasthan,
officials said.

The searches were spread
across 10 places in Delhi and
two districts in Rajasthan.

The move comes within a
month of questioning Malik
on April 28.

The searches were initiat-
ed after the analysis of finan-
cial documents, digital evi-
dence and statements of the
accused and other persons in
the case, the officials said.

In October, the CBI had
recorded Malik’s statement
after he concluded his guber-

natorial responsibilities in
Bihar, Jammu and Kashmir,
Goa, and Meghalaya.

The CBI registered two
FIRs in connection with the
corruption allegations lev-
elled by Malik in the award of
contracts for a group medical
insurance scheme for gov-
ernment employees, and civil
works worth Rs 2,200 crore
related to the Kiru hydro-
electric power project in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Malik had claimed he was
offered Rs 300-crore bribe
for clearing two files during
his tenure as the Jammu and
Kashmir Governor between
August 23, 2018 and October
30, 2019.

Subsequently, the CBI
booked Reliance General

Insurance and Trinity Re-
Insurance Brokers Limited as
accused in its FIR related to
a controversial health insur-
ance scheme for Jammu and
Kashmir government employ-
ees reportedly cleared by
Malik in the state adminis-
trative council meeting on
August 31, 2018 which was
later scrapped.

"...Unknown officials of
Finance Department of
Government of Jammu and
Kashmir by abusing their
official position in conspira-
cy and connivance with
Trinity Reinsurance Brokers
Ltd,  Reliance General
Insurance Company Ltd and
other unknown public ser-
vants and private persons
have committed the offences
of criminal conspiracy and
criminal misconduct," the
FIR has alleged.

They caused "pecuniary
advantage to themselves and
wrongful loss to state exche-
quer during the period 2017
and 2018 and thereby in this
manner cheated the
Government of Jammu and
Kashmir", it alleged.
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The Cabinet, chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, on Wednesday approved
the Production Linked
Incentive Scheme 2.0 for IT
Hardware with a budgetary
outlay of �17,000 crore.
Electronics manufacturing in
India has witnessed consistent
growth with a 17 per cent
compound annual growth rate
(CAGR) in the last 8 years to
cross a major benchmark in
production — $105 billion
(about �9 lakh crore) — this
year.

“For IT PLI, the budgetary
outlay is �17,000 crore. The
tenure of the programme is 6
years,” Union Minister for IT
and Telecom Ashwini
Vaishnaw told reporters after
the cabinet meeting. PLI
Scheme 2.0 for IT hardware
covers laptops, tablets, all-in-
one PCs, servers and ultra-
small form factor devices. The
minister said the scheme is
expected to lead to incremen-

tal production of �3.35 lakh
crore, incremental investment
of �2,430 crore and create
incremental direct employ-
ment for 75,000 people during
the scheme period. The gov-
ernment in February 2021
approved the PLI scheme for IT
hardware, covering the pro-
duction of laptops, tablets, All-
in-One PCs and servers with an
outlay of �7,350 crore.

The Cabinet also approved
a subsidy of �38,000 crore for
Phosphatic and Potassic (P&K)
fertilisers, taking the total out-
lay for fertiliser subsidies to
�1.08 lakh crore for the ongo-
ing Kharif season in order to
provide affordable soil nutri-
ents to farmers.

The total amount includes
�70,000 crore earmarked for
subsidy on urea in the 2023-24
Union Budget.  While
announcing the �38,000 crore
subsidy, the government also
said there will be no change in
the Maximum Retail Price
(MRP) of fertilisers. The Kharif
season is from April-
September. The government’s
subsidy burden on P&K fertlis-
ers has come down for the
ongoing Kharif season due to
cooling down of global prices
in the last few months. For the
entire 2023-24 fiscal, the fer-
tiliser bill could reach up to
�2.25 lakh crore. Briefing

media, Fertiliser Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said the
Cabinet has approved Nutrient-
Based Subsidy (NBS) rates for
P&K fertilisers for the 2023-24
Kharif season.

The Cabinet has given it
snod for a subsidy of �76 per
kg for for Nitrogen (N), �41 per
kg for Phosphorus (P), �15 per
kg for Potash (K) and �2.8 per
kg for Sulphur (S), he said. The
Cabinet also approved signing
of a pact between the
Competition Commission of
India (CCI) and the Egyptian
Competition Authority (ECA).
The Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between
the two regulators is aimed at
promoting and strengthening
of co-operation in competition
law and policy through
exchange of information, shar-
ing of best practices as well as
through various capacity build-
ing initiatives, an official release
said.

According to the release,
the MoU also aims to develop
and strengthen linkages
between CCI and ECA as well
as learn and emulate from
each other’s experiences in the
enforcement of competition
law. Ultimately, the resultant
outcomes will benefit con-
sumers at large and promote
equity and inclusiveness, it
added.
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The indecisiveness of the
CPI-M led Kerala

Government with respect to
the solatium to be paid to the
family of Dr Vandana Das, the
slain physician of the
Kottarakkara Taluk Hospital
even after ten days of her cold
blooded murder and last
Sunday’s lynching of a Harijan
migrant labour Rajesh Manjhi
at Malappuram has upset the
population in the State.

Sources in the investigation
team probing Manjhi’s mur-

der told this newspaper that the
deceased was lynched becaue
he was suspected to be an
agent of the National
Investigation Agency.

All the persons who have
been arrested in this connec-

tion belong to a certain ideol-
ogy, said the sources.  Dr Das,
the sole earning member of her
family , who was working as a
house surgeon was stabbed
more than 11 times by
Sandeep, a drug addict who

was brought to the hospital in
the wee hours of the day to get
his injured leg plastered.
Though he was brought under
police escort to the hospital, the
cops attending to him were the
first ones running helter-skel-
ter as the murderer got violent
and started stabbing the hapless
doctor with a scalpel.

Even after ten days the
Government of Kerala has not
taken any decision regarding
the solatium to be paid to the
family of Dr Das. The medical
fraternity in the State was also
shocked by the statement made
by Veena George, the news
reader-turned health minister
of Kerala. “It was due to her
incompetency and inexperi-
ence that she had to face a sit-
uation,” said George after the
incident.

Later, she courted further
controversy when the minister
burst into tears at the residence
of the deceased doctor. “Veena
George was seen applying glyc-
erin in her eyes to ensure that
there would be uncontrolled
flow of tears from her eyes,”
said Thiruvanchoor
Radhakrishnan, former minis-
ter of home and veteran
Congress ;eaders. The indeci-

siveness of the Pinarayi Vijayan
Government is in stark contrast
to what it did during the boat
tragedy at Malappuram last
week. “Even before the tally was
disclosed, the chief minister
declared that the government
would pay cash compensation
of Rs 10 lakh to each of the 22
victims who met a watery end
following the capsizing of a
fishing boat-turned-sailing
boat. 

We suspect a kind of dis-
crimination by the
Government even in the pay-
ment of solatium,” said Kevin
Peter, general secretary,
Christian Alliance for Social
Action (CASA). According to
Kevin Peter, the Muslims
always get preferred treatment
while people belonging to other
communities are given a raw
deal.

“The population in the
State is communally divided
because of this appeasement
policy. All people should be
given equal preference,” said
Prof Stanly Sebastian, acade-
mician and edupreneur.Kevin
Peter pointed out the lynching
of Manjhi at Malappuram as
yet another proof of this kind
of appeasement. 
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Meghalaya Director
General of Police (DGP)

LR Bishnoi has sought a report
from superintendents of police
of five districts in the western
Garo hills region on inputs
about outlawed militant
organisation Garo National
Liberation Army (GNLA)
regrouping and recruiting
cadres.

He asked the SPs to submit
their reports within a
week.”They have been asked to
verify the inputs (about GNLA
regrouping) in their respective
areas. After verification, they
are to submit their reports,”
Bishnoi told PTI on Tuesday.
The issue came to light after an

internal memo by a DSP-
ranked officer in West Garo
Hills sought action by all
police stations to thwart
attempts by the disbanded
militant group to regroup and
recruit cadres.

The memo stated that as
many as 500 youths from var-
ious districts of Garo hills
have joined the outfit and few
have been sent to Myanmar for
basic guerilla warfare training.  

The police were directed
to keep a close watch on the
activities of the surrendered
GNLA militants and busi-
nessmen who were sympa-
thisers of the outfit in the past.
The GNLA cadres surren-
dered in batches in 2017 and
2018. 

��
�� �	N���
��������	

At least nine tribal MLAs
and various civil society

groups from the hill areas of
Manipur held a meeting in
Aizawl on Wednesday to dis-
cuss the prevailing situation in
the northeastern state, which
was recently rocked by ethnic
violence, a leader of the
Indigenous Tribal Leaders’
Forum (ITLF) said.

The ITLF, comprising var-
ious civil society organisations
of the Chin-Kuki-Mizo-Zomi-
Hmar group in Manipur, was
recently formed during an evic-
tion drive that preceded the
strife. 

“The tribal legislators from

Manipur and ITLF leaders
held a consultative meeting
on Wednesday evening to
review the situation in the
state and discuss the political
agenda and future course of
action,” the ITLF leader told
PTI.

Earlier in the day, the
Supreme Court directed the
Manipur Government to take
steps to foster confidence and
ensure peace and tranquillity in
the state torn by ethnic vio-
lence, asserting being the top-
most court it can ensure that
the political executive exercis-
es its power and does not turn
“a blind eye” to the situation.

Taking note of submis-
sions on alleged provocative

statements by Manipur Chief
Minister N Biren Singh, the top
court asked Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta to advise the
constitutional functionary
restraint. 

“Please advise the consti-
tutional authority to make
statements with a sense of
responsibility,” said the bench
of Chief Justice DY
Chanrachud and justices P S
Narasimha and J B Pardiwala.

The Bench made clear it
will not deal with legal issues
arising out of the Manipur
High Court’s decision on grant
of reservation to majority
Meiteis as the pleas challenging
the order were pending with
the larger division bench there. 

Kolkata: The West Bengal
Government has decided to
upgrade the security cover of
former Indian cricket team
captain and ex-BCCI presi-
dent Sourav Ganguly to Z cat-
egory, a senior official said.

The decision was taken on
Tuesday following the expiry of
the tenure of Y category secu-
rity provided to Ganguly.

“As the security cover of
the VVIP expired, a review was
done as per the protocol and it
was decided to raise Ganguly’s
security cordon to Z category,”
he said.

As per the new security
arrangement, the former crick-
eter will have 8 to 10 police per-
sonnel guarding him, the offi-
cial said. 

Under the Y category secu-
rity cover, Ganguly used to get
three policemen from the
Special Branch in his cordon
and an equal number of law
enforcers guarding his Behala
residence. PTI
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The Bengal Pradesh
Congress is not in a mood

to compromise the State in
lieu of friendship with Mamata
Banerjee. Two days after the
Bengal Chief Minister said that
she was ready to accept  con-
gress friendship wherever it is
in a strong position provided it
too obliged her in a similar
fashion the PCC leadership
said that if Banerjee through her
statement was asking for Bengal
then there was no question of
favouring her.

“After tormenting the
Congress workers for the past
one decade … after framing
then in false cases and forcing
them to join the TMC at the
point of gun the Chief Minister
is now trying to show us lol-
lipops … because she knows
that the ground beneath her feet
is slipping away … but this time
the Congress is not going to get

entrapped,” PCC leader
Ashutosh said. PCC president
and Congress Lok Sabha leader
Adhir Chowdhury too had
spoken in similar language ear-
lier saying “Congress will def-
initely fight elections in Bengal,”
adding “today Mamata
Banerjee is offering us a hand
of friendship because after the
Karnataka elections the mes-
sage has gone to her loud and
clear that no anti-BJP front can
sustain without the Congress
Party.” His strong statement
came a day after the Chief

Minister said that her party was
ready to back the Congress
wherever it was strong provid-
ed the Congress too returned
the favour. “Where was she all
these days when the Congress
was fighting in Karnataka …
did she give any message to the
voters to support the Congress
… even after the election results
she extended her congratulato-
ry message for the people of
that State and even the JD(S)
but she had no word of con-
gratulations for the Congress …
and now suddenly realizing
her mistake she is offering her
support to us,” Chowdhury
said reminding how Banerjee
had upset the Congress apple
cart in Goa, Meghalaya and
Tripura.

“She went to Goa,
Meghalaya and Tripura to eat
into our vote base and now she
is asking for concessions in
Bengal … there is no question
of doing so … the Congress is

free to take its own decisions …
the party will come up in a great
way in Bengal as a large num-
ber of people are joining us
now,” the senior Congress
leader said. Curiously the BJP
too interpreted Banerjee’s state-
ment in a similar light saying
that the Bengal Chief Minister
by offering the Congress sup-
port in states where it was
stronger was in fact drawing a
“no-gozone” for the grand old
party. 

Analysing Banerjee’s state-
ment BJP spokesperson Sajjad
Poonawala said that TMC
leader did not want Congress to
play it big in stateswhere it was
weaker — like in Uttar Pradesh,
Telangana, Bengal etc. “It is not
Mamata Banerjee’s statement of
support (for the Congress) but
its statement of no-confidence,”
he said, expecting Banerjee
would definitely try to put a
brake on Congress pan-Indian
designs.
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Aday after nine people were
killed in a cracker factory

blast in East Midnapore, Bengal
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari on Wednesday
demanded Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s resignation
for having failed to stop loss of
lives in such incidents.

Saying that Banerjee —
who also retains the police
portfolio — was a “failed Home
Minister” Adhikari said that
“she has no right tocontinue on
her post after having failed to
prevent loss of lives in such large
numbers owing to blasts
throughout the State.” Alleging
that the TMC was in collusion
with the bomb manufacturers

because the panchayat elec-
tions were drawing closer
Adhikari who also hails from
East Midnapore said, “bombs
were manufactured in this ille-
gal factory… (because)
Panchayat elections are near…
TMC and the factory owner
Bhanu Bagh are colluding… He
is a local TMC leader and was
Panchayat Member from 2013-

18. He has received protection
from Mamata Banerjee.”
Alleging that the Chief Minister
had failed to discharge her duty
as the Home Minister the BJP
leader said that “she should
immediately step down owing
responsibility.” 

Demanding an investiga-
tion by the National
Investigation Agency, Adhikari
said after visiting the spot that
instead of paying Rs 2.5 lakh to
the next to the kin who had died
in the blast Banerjee should
have paid Rs 10 lakh each. The
BJP leader earlier filed a petition
in the Calcutta High Court
seeking an order for an NIA
investigation into the case.
Adhikari also branded the rul-
ing Trinamool Congress as a

“party of thieves.” He said “all in
the TMC are thieves … the
party raises money from illegal
sources … they have taken Rs
300 crore from the Dear

Lottery,” adding Banerjee had
been exposed before the people
of Bengal and her party would
evaporate in thin air in the com-
ing elections.
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The LDF Government in
Kerala on Wednesday

approved an ordinance that
provides for stringent punish-
ment, including imprisonment
of up to seven years and a max-
imum fine of Rs 5 lakh for those
found guilty of causing grievous
bodily harm to doctors, medical
students, and others working in
the health services sector in the
state.

The decision, taken in a
cabinet meeting chaired by
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, came in the wake of the
brutal killing of Dr Vandana
Das by a patient at a taluk hos-
pital in Kollam district of the
state last week.

Under the Kerala
Healthcare Service Workers and
Healthcare Service Institutions
(Prevention of Violence and
Damage to Property)
Amendment Ordinance, any-
one found guilty of causing
grievous bodily harm to any
healthcare worker or profes-
sional would be punished with
imprisonment ranging from
one year to seven years and a
fine of Rs one lakh to Rs 5 lakh,
a government statement said.

The ordinance also provides
that anyone who commits or
attempts to commit or incites or
inspires an act of violence
against healthcare workers or
those working in healthcare
institutions shall be punished
with imprisonment for a term
of not less than 6 months and

up to 5 years and with a fine
between Rs 50,000 to Rs 2 lakh,
it said. 

Before the amendment,
under the Kerala Healthcare
Service Workers and Healthcare
Service Institutions (Prevention
of Violence and Damage to
Property) Act of 2012, any act
of violence against a healthcare
service person or damage to
property of a medical institution
carried a punishment of a max-
imum three years imprisonment
and a fine upto Rs 50,000.

Besides the enhancement of
punishment, the ordinance
states that the trials in cases
lodged under the Act have to be
completed in a timely manner,
and that special courts will be
designated in each district to
ensure speedy adjudication, the
statement said. 

The ordinance also states
that cases registered under the
Act have to be investigated by a
police officer not below the rank
of Inspector and the probe has
to be completed within 60 days
of registration of the FIR, it said.
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Kolkata: Teams from the state
CID and forensic department
started their investigation into
the explosion at an illegal fire-
cracker factory in Egra area of
West Bengal’s East Mednapore
district on Wednesday, a senior
officer said. Forensic experts
started collecting samples from
now collapsed house at

Khadikul village which housed
the illegal firecracker unit and
its surroundings, he said. The
CID officers will speak to wit-
nesses as well as with family
members of those killed in the
blast, the officer said. A huge
posse of local police have been
deployed in  village near the
Odisha border. PTI
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In a major organisational
initiative taken 12 days after

he resumed his office as the
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) chief, Sharad Pawar
appointed the party’s in-charge
for various regions to super-
vise the preparations for the
2024 Lok Sabha and Assembly
polls in Maharashtra. 

In another organisational
change, the NCP leadership
also announced its decision to

replace all such district and
taluka presidents who have
completed a term of three
years.  “These changes would
be carried out at the NCP’s
anniversary conference to be
held at Ahmednagar on June

10,” a senior party leader said.
At a meeting held at the
Yashwantrao Centre in south
Mumbai where the party lead-
ers discussed the political sit-
uation in various parts of
state, Pawar said that his party
would contest Lok Sabha and
State Assembly polls as part of
the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA)—comprising NCP,
Shiv Sena (UBT) and Congress
– and asked party leaders to
work for success of all three
parties. 
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Hypertension is the
leading cause of
stroke, heart disease,

renal complications and pre-
mature death. However, very
few of us have the awareness
that the condition is nothing
but “high blood pressure.” Yes,
hypertension is commonly
known as high blood pressure
and can result due to many
issues like family history,
sedentary lifestyle, age, poor
diet and stress among others.
The pressure in arteries when
the heart beats are known as
systolic blood pressure and
the pressure in arteries when
the heart rests is called dias-
tolic blood pressure.
According to the Centres for
Disease Control and
Prevention, the normal pres-
sure level should be less than
120/80 mmHg.

You are at risk of pre-
hypertension in case of sys-
tolic: 120–139 mm Hg and
diastolic: 80–89 mm Hg.
Moreover, hypertension is
caused when the systolic is
140 mm Hg or higher and the
diastolic is 90 mm Hg or
higher. India has set a target
of a 25% reduction in hyper-
tension by 2025. Steps like the
Indian Hypertension Control
Initiative (IHCI) are launched

by the government to increase
access to the treatment of the
condition for more than 220
million people in India.  May
17th is marked as World
Hypertension Day.
Healthcare professionals and
centres come forward to
organise campaigns and
understand activities that help
people understand hyperten-
sion, its symptoms, causes and
treatments. Regular health
checkups can save us from a
lot of trouble similarly if
blood pressure is checked in
time, it can track the condi-
tion and help with the
required treatment.
Unhealthy lifestyle: The
obstacle to preventing
hypertension!

A sedentary lifestyle and
an imbalanced routine have
been the cause of many crit-
ical health conditions lately.
People, often in the corporate
world, are so passionate about

achieving unachievable
results that they skip the red
flags their body sends.
Excessive smoking, consum-
ing alcohol, lack of physical
activities, bad diet (that
includes a lot of junk and no
seasonal fruits & vegetables,
dairy, whole grains, protein
etc) are all part o an unhealthy
lifestyle. Being hooked to the
screen on our palms is anoth-
er reason why we are not pay-
ing attention to our routine.
Stage 1 & stage 2 hyperten-
sion. What is a hypertensive
emergency?

Stage 1 hypertension
occurs when the top reading
ranges from 130 to 139mm
Hg or the bottom reading is
80 to 90 mmHg. Whereas,
Stage 2 hypertension occurs
when the top reading ranges
from 140 mm Hg or higher or
the bottom reading is 90
mmHg or higher. People with
high blood pressure have face
symptoms such as headaches,
shortness of breath, and even
nosebleeds.

These are not specific to
everyone and do not always
occur unless the high blood
pressure has reached a life-
threatening level. An acute,
marked elevation in the blood
pressure linked with signs of

target-organ damage is a
hypertensive emergency. The
patient in such a condition
must receive emergency med-
ical help with blood pressure
numbers higher than 180/120
mm Hg. Hypertensive emer-
gency comprises cardiac
ischemia, pulmonary oede-
ma, acute renal failure,
eclampsia, aortic dissection,
and neurologic deficits.
How to prevent hyperten-
sion? Who needs frequent
checkups?

If not treated in time,
hypertension can not only
lead to heart attack but many
other severe health issues.
Not people with underlying
conditions or a history of
hypertension in the family
don't need to only go for
checkups. Anyone starting at
the age of 18 must get their
blood pressure checked at
least once in two years.
Further, it can be as per the
doctor’s recommendation.
Some people might need
more frequent checkups with
medications to track and treat
hypertension.
(The writer is Sr Consultant
Interventional Cardiologist-
Department of Cardiology,

Primus Super Speciality
Hospital, and New Delhi)
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defence technologies as the import of
high-tech modern weapons and ammu-
nition is still going on from time to time
as per requirement.

Bishal Saha | Murshidabad
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Sir — 'Karnataka aftermath'(May 16)has
hit the nail on the head in observing that
even the grand old party has had to fall
back on the freebies trend in vogue and
has, in turn, succeeded in winning the
just concluded Karnataka Assembly
polls with a huge public mandate
notwithstanding, politics is not just
about winning polls but about running
the Government as well. Proverbially
speaking 'easier said than done', the
Congress has promised freebies galore
including Rs 2000 per month to every
woman head of a household, Rs 3000 to
jobless graduates for a couple of years
and Rs 1500 to the unemployed, those
possessing diplomas, for two years,

besides 10 kg of rice per person per
month to BPL families along with 200
units of free electricity for every single
household, except free bus service for the
female commuters across the State. 

Interestingly enough, this poll goods
delivery by the Congress will cost the
State exchequer a burden of around Rs
62000 crore per annum, more than the
deficit pegging at Rs 60.581 for 2022-23
fiscal- a situation that might have an
adverse bearing on the investment front
of the State with all its impending
pecuniary straits, to name. The editor-
ial's sage advice that to encounter the
BJP's poll plank, the Opposition must
come up with a viable alternative instead
of merely concentrating on defeating the
BJP, carries weight and merits a mature
reflection. 

Azhar A Khan | Rampur
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Sir —  India's defence sector has been
grappling with the challenge of achiev-
ing self-reliance while also meeting the
requirements of the armed forces. The
defence ministry's initiative for the
approval of a list of 928 components and
subsystems to be purchased only from
the domestic industry as part of the gov-
ernment's "Atmanirbharta" or self-
reliance programme is certainly a com-
mendable step towards indigenisation,
but the involvement of the private sec-
tor could further accelerate production.
The current approach to indigenisation
in the defence sector has largely been
dependent on the DRDO(Defence
Research and Development
Organisation) and DPSUs (Defence
Public Sector Undertakings) to deliver
on the promise. However, there have
been delays in DRDO projects, and the
armed forces have raised concerns over
the quality of products which has result-
ed in the armed forces resorting to
imports rather than waiting for indige-
nously developed products.

The solution to this problem lies in
encouraging the private sector compa-
nies to participate in defence production
for the nation, especially in medium and
high-tech regimes. Premier institutes like
IITs and private universities could also
be incentivized to run academic cours-
es in the defence sector but the private
sector's involvement in defence produc-
tion has been limited due to cumber-
some procedures and a lack of incen-
tives. The government needs to provide
tax incentives to defence manufacturers
and encourage startups, particularly in
cutting-edge technology products like
drones used in warfare. However, the
DRDO needs larger budgets, trained
manpower and more operational free-
dom to compete with global defence
R&D organisations. The government
needs to find innovative ways to aug-
ment resources in the defence sector,
India still has a long way to go before
becoming self-sufficient in key critical
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the law, who is not just like-
ly to face imprisonment and
sentence but also animosity
from the victim and their
family members as they
would probably keep a
grudge and want to take
revenge. Moreover, on being
arrested, young offenders
further fall into deep prey, as
they often end up meeting
hardcore criminals in jail,
who trap them and push
them into the crime business
from which there is no
return possible.  

Such a situation is high-
ly detrimental to a young
offender whose single mis-
take sometimes can lead to
lifelong agonies and miseries
and can destroy the whole of
their career and prospects.
Moreover, the families of
the offenders as well as the
victims feel devastated and
get trapped in a long-drawn
and harassing legal battle
that was unnecessary and
could be avoided. 

A large number of
youths seem to be regularly
falling prey to criminogenic
tendencies and subsequent
commission of crimes which
is not in favour of anyone,
neither the victim nor the
offender, nor the society or

the nation. This is no doubt
true that many crimes are
committed under a sudden
heat of passion and due to
circumstantial reasons and
the offenders mostly repent
later, however, it is important
to find out ways to curb the
rising incident of crimes,
especially, involving the
young offenders.     

Besides many other fac-
tors responsible for the com-
mission of crimes, one of the
ver y pertinent reasons
required to be addressed is
the easy availability of illegal
arms and weapons with
which the crimes are com-
mitted. Almost all crimes are
committed with weapons,
most of which are illegally
procured. There could be no
doubt that the restriction on
the availability of arms will
surely lead to an automatic
reduction in the crime rate. 

The present arms law in
India is contained in the
Arms Act 1959 and Arms
Rules 1962 which are com-
prehensive legislations and
provide detailed provisions
regarding possession of
arms. The Act defines pro-
hibited arms and ammuni-
tion and provides that the
acquisition, possession,

manufacture, import-export,
transport and sale of prohib-
ited arms and ammunition
without a valid license is
completely prohibited.
Contravention of legal pro-
visions carries punishment
that may extend from 7
years imprisonment to a life
sentence. Both these laws
aim to curb the menace of
illegally keeping weapons
that could create a threat of
violence that might result
from possessing them. 

India has the strictest arms
law, especially regarding issu-
ing gun licenses, however, it
still has a high rate of deaths
due to guns as illegal weapons
are easily available. There is a
clear lack of fear among
offenders that usually results
from a lack of law enforce-
ment. It is not the severity of
punishment, rather it is the
certainty of punishment that
matters. Ending illegal arms
can play a major role in con-
trolling crime, but for this, the
police shall have to revamp
their work for controlling ille-
gal arms and their syndicates
in this country. 

(The writer is a Senior
Assistant Professor at 

the Faculty of Law,
University of Delhi)
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The last few months
have witnessed a
sudden spurt in vio-
lence and crime in
the Delhi NCR and

elsewhere in the country.
Though it reflects a deteriorat-
ing law and order situation,
what is more, disturbing is
that in many of the reported
cases, the accused were young
adolescents and minors who
committed crimes against other
youth as well as adults. The rea-
son for violence against other
youth was generally some ani-
mosity, but, more alarmingly,
reasons for most of such vio-
lence were trivial. 

In one such case, some
minors stabbed a classmate
just because, allegedly, the vic-
tim, being a class monitor, had
written the name of one of
them on the class board which
irked the minor; in another
case, a young boy was killed by
other boys in a chukka-bar
under a mistaken identity.
Numerous such cases involving
young offenders are constant-
ly being reported in Delhi-
NCR which is indicative of ris-
ing aggression and vengeful
tendencies among the youth,
especially in Delhi NCR.
Frequent such incidents in
Delhi-NCR, contrary to the
general perception, are giving
the impression of the region no
longer being a safer place to
live. 

From such incidents, it is
alarmingly apparent that even
on trivial issues, youth do not
think of just simply hurting
their adversary, rather they
only think of killing. Almost all
the cases reported recently
point towards this direction
and raise serious concerns
about not only the deteriorat-
ing law and order situation but
also about the direction in
which our youth seems to be
going. 

The commission of a crime
by youngsters has extremely
adverse consequences not only
for the victim and their fami-
lies but also for the young
offender and his family. Once
a crime is committed, a saga of
misery and agony follows. First,
the offender becomes a want-
ed or arrested accused under
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(The author is ex-Addl
Secretary, Lok Sabha.

The article is an
abridged version of the

talk delivered recently at
Amrawati to a batch of

senior officers of the
Andhra Pradesh Govt)

In a parliamentary democracy like
ours, Ministers are accountable to the
legislature collectively and severally.
Ministers answer questions, pilot leg-
islative/policy proposals and reply to

the debates. Though the bureaucracy acts
behind the scene by giving inputs to the
minister, they are not directly in the line of
fire. However, in the committees, the onus
of explaining and defending the acts of
omission and commission rests on the
shoulders of the top bureaucracy.  

While in a malfunctioning Parliament,
ministers often escape the heat and fury of
opposition when the proceedings are dis-
rupted due to dharnas, walkouts and
adjournments, the officers appear before the
committees which are at work around the
year despite parliamentary logjams.   

Prof. Woodrow Wilson, who later
became the 28th President of the US, aptly
described the real work ethos and culture
of the committees when he said ‘The
Congress in session is Congress on public
exhibition, whilst the Congress in its com-
mittee-rooms is Congress at work. The
committees are considered the high tribunal
of parliament where, ordinarily, the game
is not between the Treasury and the
Opposition but between the legislature and
the Executive.  

Some wag has described the game as a
tug of war in which the members always
win but the mandarins never lose’.

A legislature by its very composition,
cannot perform all its functions efficient-
ly and effectively due to inherent limitations.
First, there is a great constraint of time.
Secondly, the problem gets confounded
when the legislatures, especially the State
Legislatures, meet for a few days and the
proceedings are derailed. Thirdly, the floor
of the House is not suited for detailed scruti-
ny, sifting of evidence, and recording of tes-
timony. Fourthly, it is not possible to secure
the participation of every member on the
floor of the house on every issue before it.
Therefore, Parliaments across the world,
irrespective of the form of government, set
up a variety of committees to discharge their
multifarious functions. Our Parliament,
between the two Houses, has over five
dozen committees covering almost the
entire gamut of governmental activities.
Similarly, the State Legislatures have a large
number of committees. Articles 105 and 194
confer the same powers, privileges and
immunities on both the Houses of
Parliament and the State Legislatures and
the members of the committees thereof. A
Committee is a mini legislature as there is
a proportional representation of members
belonging to different political parties. Each
committee has well-defined functions and
mandates and has to work within its remit
and report to the legislature within the given
timeline. 

A committee has the inherent power to
send for papers, persons and records,
which is an integral part of the power of leg-
islative oversight to expose and publicise
‘corruption, maladministration, or ineffi-
ciency in the agencies of the Govt.’ This
power is ‘an aid to legislative functions and
not to expose private affairs of individuals
without justification in terms of the power’
of the legislature. The committees perform
bonafide legislative functions when they
secure the testimony of witnesses.

Unlike committees of many parliaments
of the world, the sittings of our Committees
are held in private. The objective is to enable
the witnesses, who are preponderantly
senior bureaucrats, to make free and frank

deposition without the glare of the
media and to ensure that the instinct
to play to the gallery is not aroused.  

It is not permissible for anyone
privy to the proceedings to commu-
nicate directly or indirectly with the
media about the proceedings till the
report is presented to the legislature.
Any information given, or testimo-
ny made, is likely to be quoted in the
report of the Committee unless a
specific request is made to the
contrary in the public interest. 

Govt. may refuse to share the
information invoking the plea of
public interest. But the plea has to
be invoked with great foresight as
non-disclosure of information may
boomerang and do more damage.

A witness/representative of the
ministry appearing before the com-
mittee is deemed to be under oath
that he shall be true will conceal
nothing and that no part of the evi-
dence tendered shall be false. This
applies with equal rigour concern-
ing the documents or information
supplied to the committee. 

The refusal to answer questions,
prevarication or wilfully giving
false evidence, suppression of truth,
or giving convoluted answers, tri-
fling with the committee, or
destruction of material documents
sought by the committee, constitute
a breach of privilege and contempt
of the committee. Any testimony
violating the sanctity of the rule of
evidence is perjury and punishable.
The depositions made before the
Committee are recorded verbatim.
The whole or part of the evidence
is likely to be quoted in the report.
The unfinished labour of love of the
predecessor committee is taken
forward by the successor commit-
tee. The dissolution of the legisla-
ture does not wipe clean the slate
of a committee. The senior bureau-
cracy is regularly involved in the

working of the committees at var-
ious stages. The work starts with the
submission of advanced study
material sought by a committee.
This is followed by the submission
of replies to the questionnaire of the
committee, and preceding evi-
dence. Officers take care to see that
the replies to questions or state-
ments made by the minister in the
house and the testimony given
before the committee are not at
variance. Usually, committees send
a post-evidence questionnaire to
seek clarifications on issues not cov-
ered in oral evidence or questions
that could not be replied to orally. 

So, the Officers have the oner-
ous task to collect, collate, and cross-
check the veracity or otherwise of
the information, and supply the
same to the committee within the
given timeline. 

A trend is seen in many State
Legislatures where secretaries seek
exemption from personal appear-
ance disregarding the cardinal
tenet that parliamentary work has
precedence over administrative
work. Of course, departmental
heads well versed in parliamentary
practices make such requests spar-
ingly and with adequate justifica-
tion. In a compelling circum-
stance, a secretary may seek to fix
a new date for evidence or draft his
next below-senior officer to depose
before the committee with the
prior permission of the chair-
man. ‘An unexamined life is not
worth living’, and more so, a pub-
lic servant must gladly suffer par-
liamentary scrutiny. Besides,
engagement with the committees
gives opportunity for the depart-
mental heads to share their con-
straints and difficulties. It also
strengthens the bureaucratic chain
of accountability and helps remove
programmatic shortcomings and

deficiencies.  The bureaucracy is
responsible for the examination
and implementation of the recom-
mendations of the committees.
Though the recommendations are
not binding, it does detract from
their importance. The well-consid-
ered recommendations are the end
product of the valuable inputs fur-
nished by the ministries, and
domain experts, and the extensive
deliberations and the consensus that
all party members in the commit-
tee reach. Where it’s not feasible to
implement a recommendation, the
bureaucracy adduces reasons for
sharing the constraints. The com-
mittee may not reiterate the imple-
mentation of such a recommenda-
tion. In fine, the committees wield
- Influence not direct power; give
Advice not command; offer
Criticism, not obstruction; and
make Scrutiny but do take initiative.

To quote Prof Wheare, ‘the
committees bring unity out of plu-
rality, direction out of confusion and
decision out of discussion.’ When an
all-party committee speaks agree-
ably and in voice, it carries great
weight and consideration and it
impels the Government to imple-
ment the recommendations.

Though the Committees of a
legislature are serviced by the offi-
cers and staff of the legislature
Secretariat, the officers of the exec-
utive play a very significant role by
supplying background papers reply-
ing to the questionnaire and giving
oral testimony. More so, the recom-
mendations are examined and
implemented by the bureaucracy.
The invaluable contribution of the
bureaucracy forms the basis of
committees’ reports. So, every com-
mittee invariably acknowledges the
contribution and cooperation of the
bureaucracy in their report submit-
ted to the House.   
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It has been one year, two
months and over three
weeks since the Russia-

Ukraine war broke out killing
hundreds of uniformed men
and civilians in both countries.
Millions of people, including
women, children, older people
and those with disabilities,
have fled, leaving everything
behind. A report suggests that
almost 6 million people are
internally displaced in Ukraine
and over 7.8 million have fled
to other countries. The inter-
national armed conflict has
caused displacement the scale
of which Europe has not seen
in decades. These families
are in limbo as they try to fig-
ure out their next move —
starting over in a new place or
returning to uncertainty or
possible danger.

During this time, the Red

Cross teams have been there
to answer the call — provid-
ing essential humanitarian
aid to those who need it
most during these challeng-
ing and uncertain times. In
the past year, over 5 million
people received relief assis-
tance through the initiatives
of the Global Red Cross Team
which has been continuing to
provide critical service to the
people. With over 100,000
volunteers who are involved
in the operation, the Red
Cross has ensured to reach
over 718,000 people provid-
ing health interventions. Not
only this, $64.8 million in
multipurpose cash assistance
has been distributed to more
than 626,000 people. Also,
66,500 people have been
aided with protection, gender
and inclusion activities and

over 8 million people have
benefitted from improved
access to water. Over 367,000
people with mental health
and psychosocial support
have received aid. The figures
(from February 2022 to
September 2022) are multi-
plying. The effort continues
beyond Ukraine’s borders too.

While organisations –
including The World Red
Cross – celebrated World
Red Cross Day on May 8th,
it is a global reminder of the
immense humanitarian con-
tributions made by the
International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement.
Since its inception in 1863,
the Red Cross has played a
significant role in alleviating
suffering, providing medical
assistance, and promoting
respect for human dignity

during times of crisis.
Founded by Henry

Dunant, a Swiss business-
man who witnessed the hor-
rors of war during the Battle
of Solferino in 1859 and was
moved by the suffering of
wounded soldiers, envisioned
a neutral and impartial orga-
nization that would provide
care to all victims of armed
conflicts, which materialized
in 1863 with the establish-
ment of the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) in Geneva.

During World War I, the
Red Cross served as a crucial
humanitarian link, delivering
medical supplies, establishing
hospitals, and facilitating
communication between sep-
arated families. Its unwaver-
ing dedication to relieving
suffering and promoting

respect for human life res-
onated deeply with people
across borders.

The Red Cross's efforts
further extend far beyond
war zones. During natural
disasters, such as earthquakes,
hurricanes, and tsunamis, the
Red Cross swiftly mobilizes
relief operations, providing
emergency medical care,
food, water, shelter, and other
necessities to affected com-
munities. Their volunteers
work tirelessly, often risking
their own lives, to bring hope
and solace to those in distress.

Amidst the pages of Red
Cross history, also lies the
remarkable contribution of
the young Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi during
the Boer War in South Africa
(1899-1902), where Gandhi
played a significant role in

organizing a volunteer med-
ical corps under the auspices
of the British Red Cross.

World leaders from
Ursula von der Leyen,
President of the European
Commission to Emmanuel
Macron, President of France
to Justin Trudeau, Prime
Minister of Canada to former
German Chancellor Angela
Merkel have acknowledged
the immense contribution of
the Red Cross. For Antonio
Guterres, Secretary-General
of the UN, "The Red Cross is
an indispensable partner in
humanitarian response.”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, highlighted the impor-
tance of the Red Cross, stat-
ing, "The Indian Red Cross
Society, as part of the Global
Red Cross Movement, has
been at the forefront of

humanitarian efforts, offering
assistance, comfort, and sup-
port to those in need across
our nation."

While the Red Cross con-
tinues to play a vital role in
responding to crises and its
volunteers and staff work tire-
lessly to provide emergency
assistance to the most vulner-
able populations and further
contribute to disaster pre-
paredness, health promotion
and community resilience,
helping communities around
the world build a better future,
this enduring impact on glob-
al humanitarianism, serves
as a reminder that compas-
sion and empathy can tran-
scend borders and inspire
positive change for peace.
Beyond borders, leaders and
citizens must accept this as a
shared responsibility.

�%��#��&����'��(���)�(���*$""$�%�&��&"��(�+�$)���(�"$�,����$���%+���#(�-.#��#��$%$�$��$)����,��#��."�/�"������(�������*�

1"��3���7����4���(���������"����
	�<��������
��

�
4
��
	�����5
��.��	

(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti

and Darshan Samiti)
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Taiwan’s opposition
Nationalist Party picked

the popular mayor of New
Taipei City, Hou Yu-ih, on
Wednesday as its candidate in
next year’s presidential elec-
tion, seen as a referendum on
the island’s future relations
with China. Hou, the former
head of the National Police
Agency, will face current Vice
President William Lai of the
governing Democratic
Progressive Party in the
January polls. 

The Nationalists seek
warmer ties with mainland
China, while the governing
party is seen as pro-indepen-
dence. Current President Tsai
Ing-wen has served two terms
and is unable to run again.

Hou was chosen by the
Nationalists over Terry Gou, a
billionaire Taiwanese business-
man who founded Foxconn,
the world’s largest contract
electronics maker. One of his
first tasks will be to try to unite
the party behind his candida-

cy.Hou has said little publicly
about his approach to China,
focusing instead on local pol-
itics. Beijing claims Taiwan as
its territory and has repeated-
ly threatened to take the island
by force. 

Near-daily f lights by
Chinese fighter jets near
Taiwan have raised tensions.
Hou enjoys popular support as
mayor of New Taipei, the
administrative region that sur-
rounds Taipei, the capital. Liu
Cheng-shan, a professor of
political science at National
Sun Yat-Sen University, said

Hou has developed a reputa-
tion for getting things done as
mayor. “He gives everyone an
image of someone who quiet-
ly does the work and is dili-
gent,” Liu said.

“I’m Taiwanese. I’m hum-
ble, diligent and honest,” Hou
said Wednesday, speaking in
Taiwanese at the Nationalist
Party headquarters in Taipei. 

“I will work hard to strive
for a good future for this piece
of land. 

We know that the Republic
of China is our country and
Taiwan is our home.” 
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Beijing (PTI): China on
Wednesday sought the help of
several countries to rescue 39
people who were on board a
Chinese fishing vessel that
sank in the Indian Ocean, the
official media here reported.

Thirty-nine people,
including 17 Chinese crew
members, 17 Indonesians, and
five from the Philippines, were
on board the Chinese fishing
vessel that capsized in the cen-
tral part of the Indian Ocean on
Tuesday, it said. 

So far, none of the missing
persons have been found and
a search is underway, the report
said.The Chinese Foreign
Ministry has contacted relevant
departments in Australia, Sri
Lanka, Maldives, Indonesia,
the Philippines and other coun-
tries to join the search and res-
cue operations, the report said.

Meanwhile, Chinese
President Xi Jinping ordered
all-out efforts in the rescue of
the missing people in the boat

tragedy.
Xi gave the instruction fol-

lowing the incident that
occurred around 3 am on
Tuesday, urging relevant
departments to activate the
emergency response mecha-
nism immediately.Xi called for
coordinating international
maritime search and rescue
assistance, and making every
effort to carry out rescue, the
report said. The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and relevant
embassies abroad should
strengthen contact with rele-
vant local parties to coordinate
the search and rescue work, Xi
said. He also ordered to
strengthen early warning alerts
of safety risks for distant-sea
operations to ensure the safe-
ty of people’s lives and proper-
ty. Chinese Premier Li Qiang
has also called for maximum
efforts to coordinate relative
parties to organise the rescue
work and reduce casualties, it
said. 
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Arab foreign ministers met
on Wednesday in Saudi

Arabia ahead of the Arab
League’s annual summit in
the kingdom to discuss the
upcoming gathering’s agenda
and draft resolutions.

This year’s summit, start-
ing Friday in the city of
Jeddah, will mark the read-
mittance of war-torn Syria
into the 22-member league,
after a 12-year suspension.

Syria’s membership was
frozen fol lowing Syr ian
President Bashar Assad’s bru-
tal crackdown on the 2011
mass protests against his rule.

The countr y quickly
descended into a brutal civil
war that has killed nearly half
a million people and dis-
placed half of the country’s
pre-war population of 23 mil-
lion.Syrian Foreign Minister
Faisal Mekdad held bilateral
meetings this week in the

kingdom with several of his
counterparts as Damascus
continues to appeal for much-
needed investment in the
war-torn country — crippled
by the conflict and Western
sanctions — and has moved
to restore ties with Saudi
Arabia, Jordan, Egypt, and
Iraq.

Syria’s return to the Arab
fold comes as Damascus is
also trying to amend ties
with Turkey, a key backer of
the armed Syrian opposition
groups in the countr y’s
northwest. 

But a few Arab countries
remain skeptical of Syria’s
return to the league, primar-
ily Qatar.

Qatar’s top diplomat,
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani, said
Wednesday that his country
opposes Syria’s return but
that it doesn’t want to stand
“against the Arab consen-
sus.”
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ASri Lankan court here on
Wednesday ordered the

lifting of the overseas travel ban
on former president and prime
minister Mahinda Rajapaksa.
The Fort Magistrate’s Court
imposed a ban on overseas
travel on Rajapaksa, 77, and
over a dozen other politicians
in May last year in view of
investigations against them for
their alleged involvement in the
deadly attack on peaceful anti-
government protesters in
Colombo.

At least nine people were
killed and over 300 others
injured in the violence in May.

The overseas travel ban
on former president Rajapaksa,
MP Rohitha

A b e y g u n a w a r d e n a ,
Minister Pavithra
Wanniarachchi, and ex-
Provincial Council member
Kanchana Jayaratne was com-
pletely lifted by the Fort
Magistrate’s Court on
Wednesday, newsfirst.lk web-
site reported.

Colombo Fort Magistrate
Thilina Gamage ordered the

court registrar to immediately
convey the order to the
Controller General of
Immigration and Emigration.
The impounded passports were
ordered to be released to the
four politicians, the Daily
Mirror newspaper reported.

A number of MPs’ homes
and offices were torched by
enraged mobs in Sri Lanka last
year in a wave of spontaneous
violence triggered after then
Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa’s supporters attacked
anti-government protesters
amidst the unprecedented eco-

nomic crisis in the island
nation.

The protesters demanded
the resignation of Rajapaksa’s
younger brother the then pres-
ident Gotabaya Rajapaksa.

Mahinda Rajapaksa
resigned a few hours later and
a curfew was imposed across
the country.

Rajapaksa, known for his
brutal military campaign
against the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) during his
presidency from 2005 to 2015,
saw his private residence set on
fire.

He, along with his wife and
family, had fled his official
residence – Temple Trees – and
took shelter at the naval base in
Trincomalee after a series of
deadly attacks on his support-
ers. The economic and politi-
cal turmoil also led to the res-
ignation of Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, the 73-year-old
younger brother of Mahinda
Rajapaksa in July. The power-
ful Rajapaksa clan, led by patri-
arch Mahinda, dominated Sri
Lanka’s political scene for
decades till they were forced to
quit their posts last year. 

��$�������������	�����!�'��!
	�����	����%!����	������
��
�� 	��������

Pakistan’s top security body
has endorsed the decision

taken by the top Army com-
manders to invoke the strin-
gent Army Act and Official
Secrets Act against people
found to be involved in attack-
ing key military installations
following the arrest of former
prime minister Imran Khan on
May 9.

The National Security
Committee (NSC) chaired by
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Tuesday decided to lay
hands within 72 hours on all
those involved in the violent
attacks, their facilitators, and
leaders on whose instigation
these people had committed
vandalism.

However, the proposed
move to try arsonists under the
tough Army Act has come

under severe criticism, with
rig-hts groups such as the
Amnesty International and the
National Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan
expressing concerns.

Dinushika Dissanayake,
Deputy Regional Director for
South Asia at Amnesty
International, said: “It is alarm-
ing to note that the Pakistani
Army has stated its intention
to try civilians under military
laws, possibly in military
courts. Trying civilians in mil-
itary courts is contrary to
international law.”

Dissanayake said that any
indication that the trial of
civilians could be held in mil-
itary courts was incompatible
with Pakistan’s obligations
under international human
rights law.

“This is purely an intimi-
dation tactic, designed to crack

down on dissent by exercising
fear of an institution that has
never been held to account for
its overreach,” Dissanayake
asserted in a statement.

Violence erupted across
Pakistan on May 9 when for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan was arrested by the
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) in a corruption
case from the premises of the
Islamabad High Court.

Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP) tweeted that it
“strongly opposes the use of the
Pakistan Army Act 1952 and
Official Secrets Act 1923 to try
civilians”.

“While those responsible
for arson and damaging pub-
lic and private property during
the recent protests should be
held to account, they remain
entitled to due process,”
Pakistan’s apex independent
human rights body tweeted.

“All the civilians tried
under these acts in the past

should also have their cases
transferred to civil courts,” it
said in a separate tweet.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party supporters
torched buildings and vehicles
and attacked police and mili-
tary personnel as well as instal-
lations in the clashes that left
10 persons dead.

Thousands of supporters
of Khan, 70, were arrested in
the violence on May 9 that
Pakistan’s Army described as a
“dark day” in the history of the
Islamic country.

The NSC meeting
atten-ded by Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari,
Defe-nce Minister Khaw-aja
Asif, Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah, Law Min-ister
Azam Nazir Tarar, Inf-orma-
tion Minis-ter Mar-r--i-yum
Aurangzeb, Prin-ci-pal
Secretary to PM Dr Tauqir
Shah and others expressed sol-
idarity with the armed forces
and decided to observe May 9
as “black day”.
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Atop Pakistani minister said
on Wednesday that those

involved in attacks on army
installations in the wake of for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan’s arrest would be tried
under the stringent military
laws, amid concerns expressed
by the rights groups.
Addressing a press conference,
information minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb said
scores of people have been
arrested for their alleged
involvement in arson attacks
and vandalism on May 9 fol-
lowing former premier Khan’s
arrest from the Islamabad High
Court premises. The minister
said it was the state’s responsi-
bility to arrest and punish the
culprits.

“Attackers will be tried
under the relevant civil and
military laws,” she said, adding
that the National Security
Committee has also “categori-
cally vowed to take strict action
against them,” she said.

She said that martyrs’
graveyards were attacked which
was akin to showing enmity
towards the country.

“We have the video evi-
dence and we will not spare
anyone who did this,” she said.

When asked if Khan would
also be tried under the army
law, she said he would be tried
by the “relevant courts”.

As government officials
press to use the Pakistan Army
Act and the Official Secrets Act
against those responsible for
violence, local and interna-
tional rights bodies have
expressed concern. Amnesty

International and the Human
Rights Commission of Pakistan
issued separate statements on
Tuesday and raised an alarm at
the possibility of trial under
military rules.

Dinushika Dissanayake,
Amnesty’s deputy regional
director for South Asia, said
that trying civilians in military
courts was contrary to interna-
tional law. Dissanayake accused
the Pakistani government of
using military law as “an intim-
idation tactic, designed to crack
down on dissent by exercising
fear of an institution that has
never been held to account for
its overreach.”

The Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan said
civilians arrested should be
tried in civil instead of military
courts.

“While those responsible
for arson and damaging pub-
lic and private property during
the recent protests should be
held to account, they remain
entitled to due process,” the
group said in a statement.
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Lahore (PTI): Pakistan’s for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan Wednesday demanded
an independent inquiry into
the violence following his
arrest last week as he dis-
tanced himself and his party
from attacks on state and mil-
itary installations.

Khan made the demand in
an address to the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) workers
from his Zaman Park residence
in Lahore via video link, amid
reports that his house has
been surrounded by police.

Ahead of his address,
Khan said in a tweet that
police had surrounded his
house in an upscale area of
Punjab’s provincial capital
Lahore and he could be arrest-
ed.

“Probably my last tweet
before my next arrest. Police
has (sic) surrounded my
house,” the 70-year-old leader
tweeted.

In his address, Khan said
the ruling coalition is deliber-
ately trying to create a conflict
between his party and the
powerful army.

“The cases that are being
filed under military laws — it
never happened before that
without any investigation or
independent inquiry … it was
suddenly decided that PTI is a
terrorist organisation,” Khan
said, adding that 7,500 work-
ers of his party have been
arrested.

He said he criticises the
army the same way he criticis-
es his children, which is for
reform.

“The Pakistan Democratic
Movement is trying for a con-
frontation between the army
and PTI... But who will come
out as the winner in this?” he
asked.

Khan said he has defend-
ed the Pakistan Army across
the world. “I was a known face.
Name another Pakistani who
defended the army the way I
did on international media,” he
asked. “And I did it because I
am a free man. I never accept-
ed slavery.” 

Recalling the incidents
leading to the creation of
Bangladesh (erstwhile East
Pakistan), Khan said, “I am
afraid today that Pakistan is on
the route to destruction.”
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Lahore (PTI): The interim
government in Pakistan’s
Punjab province on
Wednesday claimed that some
‘30 to 40’ terrorists are hiding
at the Lahore residence of for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan, giving him an ultima-
tum of 24 hours to hand them
over or face stern action.

The police in March had
stormed the Zaman Park res-
idence of Khan to arrest him
but strong resistance of his
party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf, workers thwarted that
plan.

“We have received an intel-
ligence report that some 30 to
40 terrorists who were involved
in attacking the military instal-
lations, especially Lahore
Corps Commander House on
May 9, are hiding at Zaman
Park residence of Imran Khan.
We give an ultimatum of 24
hours to Khan and his party to
hand them over to police or

face stern action,” Punjab’s
caretaker information minister
Amir Mir said at a press con-
ference.

Mir, who is the brother of
known anchor Hamid Mir,
asked Khan to take this ultima-
tum seriously as the law
enforcement agencies have
reserved the right to arrest the
terrorists from his house.

Referring to the May 9
protesters as ‘terrorists’, Mir
said the government was aware
of their presence at Khan’s
Zaman Park residence as it had
credible intelligence reports.

“The intelligence report
that has come is very alarm-
ing,” Mir said, adding that the
agencies were able to confirm
the presence of the “terrorists”
in Zaman Park through geo-
fencing.Geo-fencing is a tech-
nology that allows the move-
ments of a person, vehicle, etc.
to be recorded or limited using
satellite signals.
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The leaders of South Korea
and Canada on Wednesday

vowed to strengthen their secu-
rity and economic cooperation
to address challenges posed by
North Korea and expand
Canadian supplies of minerals
crucial to South Korea’s tech-
nology industry as they held a
summit in Seoul.

The meeting between
South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol and Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau came
before they travel to Japan for
the weekend’s Group of Seven
meetings, where geopolitical
uncertainties worsened by
Russia’s war on Ukraine,
China’s regional assertiveness
and North Korea’s nuclear
ambitions are expected to drive
discussions.

In a joint statement issued
after the meeting, the leaders
condemned North Korea’s
growing nuclear weapons and
ballistic missile programme
and urged Pyongyang to return
to US-led denuclearisation
talks, which have stalled since

2019 over disagreements relat-
ed to international sanctions
imposed on the North.

They expressed concern
over North Korea’s human
rights violations and “the
regime’s complete disregard
for the well-being of its people,”
and said their governments
would try to improve interna-
tional awareness about the
issue.“We will also be contin-
uing our work to support
human rights organisations”

focused on advancing North
Korean human rights, Trudeau
said in a joint news conference
with Yoon after their summit.

“North Korean people are
the first victims of the terrible
regime in North Korea, an
example of why autocracy has
terrible, terrible impacts on its
own people first and foremost,
before (it) even destabilises
and puts at risk people in
neighbouring countries,” he
said.
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Prince Harry and his wife
Meghan were involved in a

“near catastrophic car chase”
for over two hours involving
paparazzi in New York, a
spokesperson for the prince
said on Wednesday.

The incident happened
after the Duke and Duchess of
Sussex attended an awards cer-
emony in New York on
Tuesday.

Accompanied by Meghan’s
mother, Doria Ragland, they
attended the Ms. Foundation
Women of Vision Awards.
Harry’s mother, Princess Diana,
was killed in a horrific car acci-
dent in 1997 while being pur-

sued by paparazzi in Paris.
In a statement, the prince’s

spokesperson said the “relent-
less pursuit” lasted for over two
hours, the BBC reported.
The statement said the incident
resulted in near collisions with

other drivers on the road,
pedestrians and police offi-
cers.

“While being a public fig-
ure comes with a level of inter-
est from the public, it should
never come at the cost of any-

one’s safety,” the spokesperson
said.“Dissemination of these
images, given the ways in
which they were obtained,
encourages a highly intrusive
practice that is dangerous to all
in involved,” the spokesperson
added. The New York Police
Department (NYPD) did not
immediately confirm knowl-
edge of the incident.

The incident is said to
have happened after the cou-
ple’s first public appearance
together since the King’s
Coronation earlier this month.

Pictures that have appeared
on social media have shown
Harry, Meghan and her moth-
er Ragland in a taxi, Sky News
reported.
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Dozens of Serbian schools
on Wednesday received

bomb threats, the education
ministry said, amid security
concerns following two mass
shootings early this month,
including one in an elementary
school.

The education ministry
said 78 elementary schools
and 37 high schools in Belgrade
received warnings by email
early on Wednesday that explo-
sive devices had allegedly been
planted.

Classes were postponed
and students evacuated as
police checked the buildings.

There have been no reports
that bombs were found in any
of the schools, and police are

yet to issue their report.
Similar multiple threats

have been sent to school
addresses in the past, in Serbia
and other countries in the
region, and have proven false
each time. However, the threats

could further heighten securi-
ty fears after the May 3 and
May 4 shootings that left 18
people dead and 20 injured.

Authorities already have
deployed police in schools and
launched a gun crackdown.

The first shooting hap-
pened at an elementary school
in central Belgrade when a 13-
year-old boy took his father’s
gun and opened fire. A day
later, a 20-year-old shot ran-
domly at people with an auto-
matic weapon in two villages
south of Belgrade,

The shootings stunned
Serbia and sparked calls for
action. Tens of thousands
marched in two protests against
violence after the shootings,
and more protests are planned
on Friday.

Opposition parties are
demanding that ministers of
interior and intelligence chief
resign and that two pro-gov-
ernment networks be stripped
of nation-wide broadcast
licenses because of airing vio-
lent content and hosting war
criminals and crime figures on
their programme.

Opponents also have
accused populist President
Aleksandar Vucic of hate
speech against critics and a
crackdown on democratic free-
doms, which they say fuel ten-
sions and divisions in the trou-
bled Balkan nation.

Vucic has denied this. He
has called an own rally for May
26 while suggesting a snap
election could be held by
September. 
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Russia agreed to extend a
deal that has allowed

Ukraine to ship grain through
the Black Sea to parts of the
world struggling with hunger,
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan announced
Wednesday, a boost to global
food security after the war
launched more than a year ago
drove up prices.

“I want to give a good
news,” Erdogan said. “With the
efforts of our country, the
support of our Russian friends
and the contribution of our
Ukrainian friends, the Black
Sea Grain Initiative has been
extended by another two
months.”

The breakthrough accord
that the UN and Turkiye bro-
kered with the warring sides
last summer came with a sep-
arate agreement to facilitate
shipments of Russian food
and fertiliser that Moscow
insists hasn’t been applied.

Russia had set a Thursday
deadline for its concerns to be
ironed out or had threatened
to bow out. Such brinkman-
ship isn’t new: With a similar
extension in the balance in

March, Russia unilaterally
decided to renew the deal for
just 60 days instead of the 120
days outlined in the agree-
ment.

Extending the Black Sea
Grain Initiative is a win for
countries in Africa, the Middle
East and parts of Asia that rely
on Ukrainian wheat, barley,
vegetable oil and other afford-
able food products, especially
as drought takes a toll. The
deal helped lower prices of
food commodities like wheat
over the last year, but that relief
has not reached kitchen tables.

In talks last week in
Istanbul, Ukrainian Deputy
Prime Minister Oleksandr
Kubrakov said the grain deal
“should be extended for a
longer period of time and
expanded” to “give predictabil-
ity and confidence” to markets.

Moscow has said it
opposed such an expansion,
then opted for another short-
er extension.

Russia, meanwhile, is
rapidly shipping a bumper
harvest of its wheat through
other ports. 

Critics say that suggests
Moscow is posturing or trying
to wrest concessions in other

areas — such as on Western
sanctions — and claim it’s
dragged its heels on joint
inspections of ships by
Russian, Ukrainian, UN and
Turkish officials. Average daily
inspections — meant to ensure
vessels carry only food and not
weapons that could aid either
side — have steadily dropped
from a peak of 10.6 in October
to 3.2 last month. Shipments
of Ukrainian grain also have
declined in recent weeks.

Russia denies slowing the
work and was seeking five
things to extend the deal,
according to its ambassador in
Geneva, Gennady Gatilov:

— A restoration of foreign
supplies of farm machinery
and replacement parts.

— A lifting of restrictions
on insurance and access to for-
eign ports for Russian ships
and cargo.

— Resumed operation of
a pipeline that sends Russian
ammonia, a key ingredient in
fertiliser, to a Ukrainian Black
Sea port.

— An end to restrictions
on financial activities linked to
Russia’s fertiliser companies.

— Renewed access to the
international SWIFT banking

system for the Russian
Agricultural Bank.

It wasn’t immediately clear
if any of those concessions
were made, but they mainly
rest with the private sector.

The deal has allowed over
30 million metric tons of
Ukrainian grain to be shipped,
with more than half that going
to developing nations. China,
Spain and Turkiye are the
biggest recipients, and Russia
says that shows food isn’t
going to the poorest countries.

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres says
Ukrainian corn for animal
feed has headed to developed
countries, while “a majority” of
grain for people to eat has
gone to emerging economies.

Even if a “meaningful
part” of the shipments head-
ed to developed nations, that
“has a positive impact to all
countries because it brings
prices down,” Guterres told
reporters in Nairobi, Kenya,
this month. “And when you
bring prices down, everybody
benefits.”William Osnato, a
senior research analyst at agri-
culture data and analytics firm
Gro Intelligence, said there
had been “bluster” coming

from Russia to push for easing
some sanctions because it’s
shipping record amounts of
wheat for the season, and its
fertilizers are flowing well,
too.

Trade flows tracked by
financial data provider
Refinitiv show that Russia
exported just over 4 million
tons of wheat in April, the
highest volume for the month
in five years, following record
or near-record highs in sever-
al previous months.

Exports since last July
reached 32.2 million tons, 34
per cent above the same peri-
od from last season, according
to Refinitiv. It estimates Russia
will ship 44 million tons of
wheat in 2022-2023.With
Ukraine’s wheat harvest com-
ing up in June and the need to
sell that crop in July, maintain-
ing a Black Sea shipping cor-
ridor is key to avoid “taking
another large chunk of wheat
and other grains off the mar-
ket,” Osnato said.

Ukraine also can send its
food by land through Europe,
but those routes have a lower
capacity than sea shipments
and have stirred disunity in the
European Union.
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Russia has frozen the bank
accounts of Finland’s

diplomatic representations in
Moscow and St. Petersburg,
disrupting money flow and
forcing the country’s missions
to resort to cash payments, the
Finnish foreign minister said
Wednesday.Pekka Haavisto
said Moscow’s move at the end
of April breaches the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic
Relations and Helsinki has
delivered a diplomatic note on
the matter to Russia.“We’re
not alone with the money
traffic problem,” Haavisto told
reporters during a news con-
ference. “Also some other
European Union nations have
encountered problems with
money traffic in Russia. But
according to our informa-
tion, restrictions on Finland
are among the tightest.”

He said Moscow’s mea-
sure affects, among other
things, payment of rents, elec-
tricity and water bills by the
Finnish Embassy in Moscow
and the Consulate General in

St. Petersburg, which now
have to rely on their cash
assets. The move does not,
however, affect salary pay-
ments to staff and there is no
risk of a closure of Finland’s
diplomatic missions in Russia,
Haavisto said. Earlier this
year, Finland temporarily
closed its diplomatic missions
in the Russian Arctic city of
Murmansk and the city of
Petrozavodsk in the Karelia

region — both not far from
the Finnish border. Haavisto
— the caretaker foreign min-
ister as the new Finnish gov-
ernment is currently under
formation — stressed that
current EU sanctions on
Moscow aren’t directed at
Russia’s embassies and con-
sulates and Helsinki hasn’t
frozen the bank accounts of
Russia’s diplomatic missions in
Finland.
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Tallinn (Estonia) (AP): A
Moscow court has ordered the
arrest of prominent film pro-
ducer Alexander Rodnyansky
and theatre director Ivan
Vyrypaev for “spreading false
information” about the Russian
army. 

The initial court hearings
against Rodnyansky and
Vyrypaev were held on 27 April,
but not reported by the court
until Wednesday. According to

the court’s press service,
Rodnyansky and Vyrypaev, who
are outside Russia, will be placed
in custody once Russian author-
ities manage to detain them or
to get them extradited. 

Russia’s Interior Ministry
additionally put Vyrypaev on
the federal wanted list.

Kyiv-born Rodnyansky has
been among the most influen-
tial figures in Russian cinema in
recent decades.
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London (PTI): Ranjitsinh
Disale, the winner of the USD
1 million Global Teacher Prize,
on Wednesday called on inspir-
ing Indian teachers to apply for
the 2023 edition of the annual
prize, which celebrates innov-
ative and impactful teaching
achievements worldwide.

The winner of the 2020
edition of the prestigious prize
also called on parents and
pupils to nominate their life-
changing educators for the
renowned accolade.

Disale was recognised for
his work in transforming the
life chances of young girls at the
Zilla Parishad Primary School
in Paritewadi village of
Maharashtra.

Since winning the prize, he
has gone on to meet prominent
policymakers and advise the
World Bank.“India has one of
the world’s most youthful pop-
ulations and is therefore set to
play a huge role in shaping the
world,” he said.

“Our country’s inspiring
teachers are integral to nurtur-
ing the next generation of
visionaries. That is why I
encourage them to apply for the
Global Teacher Prize 2023 and
call on parents and pupils to
nominate the great educators in

their lives.
They deserve to have their

stories heard, and for the world
to know about all that they have
accomplished,” he said in a
statement.

Now in its eighth year, the
prize is open to working teach-
ers in every kind of school who
spend at least 10 hours per
week teaching and plan to
remain in the profession for the
next five years.

“The Global Teacher Prize
was launched to highlight the
importance of education in
tackling the great challenges
ahead – from climate change to
growing inequality to global
pandemics,” said Kerala-born
Sunny Varkey, Founder of the
Global Teacher Prize and
Chairman of the Varkey
Foundation.

“I urge inspiring teachers
all around the world to apply
for this year’s edition,” Varkey
said.

The Global Teacher Prize
2023 is organised in collabora-
tion with the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) and in strategic
partnership with UAE-based
global philanthropic organi-
sation Dubai Cares.
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Africa’s Sahel region has
become a hot spot for vio-

lent extremism, but the joint
force set up in 2014 to combat
groups linked to the Islamic
State, al-Qaida and others has
failed to stop their inroads, and
a senior UN official warned on
Tuesday that without greater
international support and
regional cooperation the insta-
bility will expand toward West
African coastal countries.

“Resolute advances in the
fight against terrorism, violent
extremism and organized crime
in the Sahel desperately need to
be made,” UN Assistant
Secretary-General for Africa
Martha Pobee told a UN
Security Council meeting.

The counterterrorism
force, now comprised of
Burkina Faso, Chad, Mauritania
and Niger, lost Mali a year ago
when its ruling junta decided to
pull out. Pobee said the force
hasn’t conducted any major
military operations since
January.

She said the force is adjust-
ing to new realities: France
moving its counterterrorism
force from Mali to Niger due to
tensions with the junta and
Mali’s decision to allow Russian
mercenaries from Wagner to
deploy on its territory.

She said Burkina Faso and
Niger have recently strength-
ened military cooperation with
Mali to counter an upsurge in
extremist attacks, but “despite
these efforts, insecurity in the
tri-border area continues to
grow”.

Pobee criticised the interna-
tional community, saying a lack
of consensus among donors
and partners left the joint force
without sufficient funding and
other needed support to become
fully operational and
autonomous so it could have
“the capacity to help stabilise the
Sahel region”.

An agreement between the
UN, EU and the force under
which the UN peacekeeping
force in Mali supplied fuel,
rations, medical evacuation and
engineering support to the joint
force is expected to end in
June, she said, expressing hope
that the Security Council will
consider the issue of UN financ-
ing for African peace opera-
tions.

Eric Tiare, executive secre-
tary of the force known as the
G5 Sahel, said experts have
finalised a new concept of oper-
ations, which will be submitted
to its defence council and then
to the African Union to be
endorsed. “Given that the Sahel
is at a crossroads, as it is seeing
many threats to international

peace and security, it’s absolute-
ly vital that we provide support
to the force,” he said.

“The force needs what it has
always lacked and what it has
always sought. 

That is sustainable funding
and equipment as we seek to
counter terrorism.”

UN experts have reported
in recent years that Africa has
been the region hardest hit by
terrorism, and UN counterter-
rorism chief Vladimir Voronkov
told the Security Council in
January that the Islamic State
group’s expansion in Africa’s
centre, south and Sahel regions
is “particularly worrying”.

Last August, African secu-
rity expert Martin Ewi said at
least 20 African countries were
directly experiencing activity by
the Islamic State group, and
more than 20 others were “being
used for logistics and to mobi-
lize funds and other resources”.

Ewi, who coordinates a
transnational organized crime
project at the Institute for
Security Studies in South
Africa’s capital, Pretoria, told the
Security Council that the
Islamic State threat was grow-
ing by the day in Africa and the
continent could be “the future
of the caliphate”, which is what
the Islamic State called the large
swath of Syria and Iraq it seized
in 2014 but lost in 2017.
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Seoul (AP): North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un examined a finished
military spy satellite, which his
country is expected to launch
soon, during a visit to an aerospace
facility where he described space-
based reconnaissance as crucial for
countering the US and South
Korea.

Kim during Tuesday’s visit
approved an unspecified “future
action plan” in preparations for
launching the satellite, North
Korea’s official Korean Central
News Agency said on
Wednesday.North Korea hasn’t
disclosed a target date for the
launch, which some analysts say
may be in the next few weeks.

That launch would use long-
range missile technology banned
by past UN Security Council res-
olutions, although previous mis-
sile and rockets tests have demon-
strated North Korea’s ability to
deliver a satellite into space.

There are more questions,
however, about the satellite’s capa-
bility. Some South Korean analysts
say the satellite shown in North
Korean state media photos
appears too small and crudely
designed to support high-resolu-
tion imagery. Photos that North
Korean media released from past
missile launches were low-resolu-
tion.

Photos released by the
Rodong Sinmun newspaper of
Tuesday’s visit showed Kim and
his daughter – dressed in white lab
coats – talking with scientists
near an object that looked like the
main component of a satellite. The
newspaper did not identify the
object, which was surrounded by
a perimeter of red tape.

KCNA said the satellite was
deemed ready to be loaded onto

a rocket after scientists examined
the device’s assembly and put it
through tests to confirm whether
it would withstand the environ-
ment of space.

South Korea’s Foreign
Ministry said North Korea has yet
to inform international maritime
and telecommunication authori-
ties of any launch plans. It said a
North Korean satellite launch
would violate various UN Security
Council resolutions banning the
North from any launches involv-
ing ballistic technologies and
“threaten regional peace and sta-
bility.

“The announcing of the satel-
lite launch plan shows yet again
that the North Korean regime is
preoccupied with continuing its
illegal provocations while ignor-
ing the plight of its people,” the
ministry said in a statement, in
referring to North Korea’s broken
economy and deepening interna-
tional isolation. The visit was
Kim’s first public appearance in
about a month, following a previ-
ous visit to the aerospace centre on
April 18 as state media announced
that the satellite had been built.

Kim said acquiring a spy
satellite would be crucial for his
efforts to bolster the country’s
defence as “US imperialists and
(South) Korean puppet villains
escalate their confrontational
moves” against the North, KCNA
said. 

The next step in North Korea’s
launch preparations, or the “future
action plan” state media men-
tioned, could be installing the
satellite on what would likely be
a three-stage space rocket, said
Kim Dong-yub, a professor at
Seoul’s University of North Korean
Studies.
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The symbolism will be palpable
when leaders of the world’s rich

democracies sit down in Hiroshima,
a city whose name evokes the tragedy
of war, to tackle a host of challenges
including Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and rising tensions in Asia.
The attention on the war in Europe
comes just days after Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
completed a whirlwind trip to meet
many of the Group of Seven leaders
now heading to Japan for the sum-
mit starting Friday. That tour was
aimed at adding to his country’s
weapons stockpile and building polit-
ical support ahead of a widely antic-
ipated counteroffensive to reclaim
lands occupied by Moscow’s forces.
“Ukraine has driven this sense of
common purpose” for the G-7, said
Matthew P. Goodman, senior vice
president for economics at the Center
for Strategic and International
Studies. He said the new commit-
ments Zelenskyy received just ahead

of the summit could push members
of the bloc to step up their support
even further. “There’s a kind of peer
pressure that develops in forums like
this,” he explained. 

G-7 leaders are also girding for
the possibility of renewed conflict in
Asia as relations with China deteri-
orate. They are increasingly con-
cerned, among other things, about
what they see as Beijing’s growing
assertiveness, and fear that China
could could try to seize Taiwan by
force, sparking a wider conflict.

China claims the self-governing
island as its own and regularly sends
ships and warplanes near it.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida also hopes to highlight the
risks of nuclear proliferation during
the meeting in Hiroshima, the site of
the world’s first atomic bombing. The
prospect of another nuclear attack
has been crystalized by nearby North
Korea’s nuclear program and spate of
recent missile tests, and Russia’s
threats to use nuclear weapons in its
war in Ukraine. China, meanwhile,
is rapidly expanding its nuclear arse-
nal from an estimated 400 warheads
today to 1,500 by 2035, according to
Pentagon estimates. Concerns about
the strength of the global economy,
rising prices and the debt limit cri-
sis in the US will be high on leaders’
minds. G-7 finance ministers and
central bank chiefs meeting ahead of
the summit pledged to enforce sanc-
tions against Russia, tackle rising
inflation, bolster financial systems
and help countries burdened by
heavy debts.  
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Washington: A key lawyer for former President
Donald Trump said Wednesday that he was leaving
the legal team, a move that comes as a special coun-
sel investigation into the retention of classified doc-
uments shows signs of being in its final stages.

Timothy Parlatore told The Associated Press that
his departure had nothing to do with Trump and was
not a reflection on his view of the Justice Department’s
investigation, which he has long called misguided and
overly aggressive, or on the strength of the govern-
ment’s evidence. He said he believed he had served
Trump well.

Other lawyers, including former Justice
Department prosecutor James Trusty, are continuing
to represent Trump in Washington investigations.

CNN earlier reported Parlatore’s departure.
Parlatore has long been a key member of the team

representing Trump in an investigation by Justice

Department special counsel Jack Smith into the pos-
session of hundreds of classified documents at the for-
mer president’s Florida home, Mar-a-Lago as well as
into possible efforts to obstruct that probe.

A grand jury over the last several months has heard
from a broad array of witnesses close to Trump. Federal
prosecutors in March questioned another of Trump’s
lawyers, M. Evan Corcoran, before the grand jury after
successfully piercing attorney-client privilege. 

Parlatore testified voluntarily in December about
efforts to recover classified documents in response to
government demands.

Last month, Parlatore and other lawyers for Trump
issued a letter to the chairman of the House Intelligence
Committee, Rep. Mike Turner, laying out a series of
defence arguments of Trump and saying that the Justice
Department should be “ordered to stand down” in its
investigation. AP
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The rupee fell 13 paise to
close at 82.38 (provisional)

against the US currency on
Wednesday, weighed down by
the strength of the American
currency in the overseas mar-
ket and a negative trend in
domestic equities.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the domestic unit
opened at 82.29 against the dol-
lar, also the intra-day high, and
settled for the day at 82.38 (pro-
visional), down 13 paise from
its previous close.

During the day, the rupee
touched a low of 82.45 against
the greenback.

On Tuesday, the rupee set-
tled at 82.25 against the dollar.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, rose 0.34 per cent to
102.91. Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark,
advanced 0.19 per cent to USD

75.05 per barrel.
“The Indian rupee depre-

ciated on weak domestic mar-
kets and a strong dollar.
However, FII inflows and eas-
ing crude oil prices cushioned
the downside,” said Anuj
Choudhary - Research Analyst
at Sharekhan by BNP Paribas.

The USD-INR pair is
expected to trade between 82 to
83 in the near term.

“We expect the rupee to
trade with a negative bias on
risk-off sentiments in global
markets on the back of the debt
ceiling crisis and weaker than
expected data from China,”
Choudhary said.
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Shares of the country’s
largest insurer LIC have
tumbled nearly 40 per cent

from its issue price in the first
year of trade, with investors’
wealth eroding by �1.93 lakh
crore.

LIC had listed at over 8 per
cent discount on May 17 last
year after a successful Initial
Public Offering (IPO) which
fetched �20,557 crore to the
exchequer. Shares of LIC had
listed at �872 on the BSE and
at �867.20 on the NSE.

The stock of LIC is down
39.92 per cent as against the
issue price of �949 on the BSE.

On the NSE, it has tumbled

39.93 per cent from the issue
price.

On Wednesday, LIC shares
ended with a gain of 0.48 per
cent at �570.10 on the BSE. On
the NSE, shares of the firm
ended at �570, an increase of
0.44 per cent.

In the first year of trading,
shares of the company have hit
a 52-week high of �920 and a
52-week low of �530.20. It has

failed to surpass the issue price
of �949 during the past one
year. 

In comparison, the 30-
share BSE Sensex has jumped
7,242.17 points or 13.33 per
cent during the period under
review while the broader NSE
Nifty has rallied 1,922.45 points
or 11.82 per cent.

On its listing day, LIC got
into the list of top-five most

valued companies with a mar-
ket capitalisation of nearly
�5.54 lakh crore.

At the close of trading on
Wednesday, the company com-
manded a market capitalisation
of �3,60,588.12 crore. This is
down by �1,93,411.88 crore
from the valuation it com-
manded on the listing day.

The company now stands
at the 13th position in the over-
all ranking of top domestic
companies by market valua-
tion.

Reliance Industries is the
country’s most valued firm
with a market capitalisation of
�16,49,996.39 crore, followed
by TCS (�11,74,226.18 crore),
HDFC Bank (�9,15,678.59
crore), ICICI Bank
(�6,56,439.98 crore) and
Hindustan Unilever
(�6,25,449.45 crore).

They are followed by ITC
(�5,31,484.18 crore), State Bank

of India (�5,23,428.49 crore),
Infosys (�5,17,612.27 crore),
HDFC (�4,98,825.68 crore),
Bharti Airtel (�4,41,745.99
crore), Bajaj Finance
(�4,06,125.96 crore), Kotak
Mahindra Bank (�3,79,253.52
crore) and Life Insurance
Corporation (�3,60,588.12
crore).

LIC had fixed the issue
price of its shares at �949
apiece after a successful initial
public offering, which was over
subscribed nearly 3 times when
it closed on May 9, 2022.

“There are several reasons
why LIC could not live up to
expectations, even as analysts
remained upbeat about its IPO,
Girish Sodani, Head of Equity
Market at Swastika Investmart
Ltd, said.

One of the reasons the
IPO failed to get a good listing
was the dampening market
environment in 2022. 
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Benchmark stock indices
Sensex and Nifty declined

for a second straight day on
Wednesday due to intense sell-
ing in IT, banking and tech
stocks amid a mixed trend in
global equities.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 371.83 points or 0.60
per cent to close at 61,560.64
after a flat start. During the day,
it tumbled 592.37 points or 0.95
per cent to 61,340.10.

The NSE Nifty declined
104.75 points or 0.57 per cent
to settle at 18,181.75.

“In response to weak glob-
al sentiments, domestic
investors remained cautious as
the US market grappled with
recession concerns led by
recent economic data indicat-
ing slowdown. The US retail
sales figures for April reflected
a decrease in demand, and
ongoing debt ceiling negotia-
tions further dampened market
sentiment,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said.

Among the Sensex firms,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Asian
Paints, Tata Consultancy
Services, HCL Technologies,

Infosys, Tata Steel, Wipro, Bajaj
Finance, Tata Motors, Titan
and Bajaj Finserv were the
major laggards.

In contrast, IndusInd Bank,
ITC, Bharti Airtel, Maruti,
UltraTech Cement, Mahindra
& Mahindra and State Bank of
India were the gainers.

“Markets lingered in neg-
ative territory as cautious
investors continued to book
profit after the recent spike. The
subdued economic readings
coming in from the US and
China once again raise con-
cerns of a slowing economy
and hence recession fears,
which is making investors jit-
tery about the future,” said
Shrikant Chouhan, Head of
Equity Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd.
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TThe Reserve Bank has
given its approval to SBI

Funds Management (SBIFML)
to acquire up to 9.99 per cent
stake in HDFC Bank, the pri-
vate sector lender said on
Wednesday. The approval has
been granted with reference to
the application made by
SBIFML to RBI, HDFC Bank
said in an exchange filing.

“...We would like to inform
you that the RBI vide its letter
dated May 16, 2023 addressed
to SBIFML, has accorded its
approval to SBIFML for acquir-
ing up to 9.99 per cent of the
paid-up share capital or voting
rights of HDFC Bank Limited,”
the bank said. 

It further said SBIFML has
been advised by RBI to acquire
the major shareholding in the
bank within a period of six
months (by November 15,
2023). SBIFML has to ensure
that the aggregate holding in
the bank remains below 10 per
cent of the paid-up share cap-
ital or voting rights of the
HDFC Bank at all times.
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Gold prices plunged by �500
to �60,580 per 10 grams in

the national capital on
Wednesday amid weak global
cues, according to HDFC
Securities. The precious metal
had settled at �61,080 per 10
grams in the previous trade.

Silver also softened by �450
to �73,300 per kilogramme.

“Spot gold prices in the
Delhi markets traded at
�60,580 per 10 grams, down
�500 per 10 grams,” Saumil
Gandhi, Senior Analyst -
Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said.

In the overseas market,
both gold and silver were trad-
ing lower at $1,992 per ounce
and $23.82 per ounce, respec-
tively. Comex gold prices trad-
ed weaker on Wednesday
weighed down by the dollar’s
strength, Sriram Iyer, Senior
Research Analyst at Reliance
Securities, said.

7��������
	�
�D55E����&	�
�	����	����D5

��
�� ��������	

Jindal Stainless Ltd (JSL) on
Wednesday posted a nearly

20 per cent decline in consol-
idated net profit to �716.29
crore for the March quarter due
to higher expenses.

The company had clocked
a net profit of �894.93 crore
during the January-March
quarter of FY2021-22, JSL said
in a regulatory filing.

The company’s total
income during the fourth quar-
ter fell to �9,803.01 crore from
�9,752.11 crore in the year-ago
period. Total expenses rose to
�8,885.45 crore as against
�8,579.12 crore.

The company’s board has
approved a dividend of �1.50
per equity share of face value �2
each for the financial year
ended March 31, 2023.

With revocation of export
duty, the company ramped up
export sales in Q4 FY23 and
consequently delivered the
highest-ever quarterly sales
volume of 5,07,632 tonne, JSL
said in a statement.

Net debt in 2022-23 stood
at �2,591 crore.
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The value of foreign portfolio invest-
ment (FPI) in Indian equities was

at $ 542 billion in the March quarter
of 2023, a decline of 11 per cent from
the preceding year, largely due to the
exodus of foreign money from the
domestic market, according to a
Morningstar report.  In comparison,
the value of FPI in Indian equities was
$612 billion in the January-March
quarter of 2022. 

On a quarter-on-quarter basis,
the value of FPI in Indian equities fell
by 7 per cent from $584 billion record-
ed in the three months ended
December 2022.  This came following
a surge in their investment value for
three quarters in a row. The decline led
to FPIs’ contribution to Indian equity
market capitalization falling to 17.3 per
cent during the year under review from
17.8 per cent for March 2022. 

After withdrawing record funds in
2021-22, foreign portfolio investors
continued their sell-off in the last fis-

cal too and pulled out �37,631 crore
from Indian equities amid aggressive
rate hikes by central banks globally. 

Since the start of foreign invest-
ment in 1993, this is for the first time
foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) sold
consecutively for two financial years. 

They sold equity worth �1.4 lakh
crore in FY22 and the pace of selling
slowed down to �37,632 crore in
FY23, data with the depositories
showed. Before these outflows, FPIs
invested a record �2.7 lakh crore in
equities in 2020-21 and �6,152 crore in
2019-20. 

In the financial year 2022-23,
most of the major central banks start-
ed hiking the interest rate, which
resulted in the departure of hot money
from emerging markets including
India.  This resulted in the unprece-
dented rise in prices (Inflation) in most
of the economies. Apart from global
monetary tightening, volatile crude, ris-
ing commodity prices along with
Russia and Ukraine conflict led to an
exodus of foreign money in 2022-23.
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The National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal

(NCLAT) has set aside the
insolvency proceedings against
leading bulk tea producer
McLeod Russel following a
settlement between the pro-
moter and IL&FS
Infrastructure Debt Fund.

A supplementary affidavit
was filed before NCLAT by the
appellant (Aditya Khaitan),
whereby an agreement between
the parties dated May 5, 2023
was brought on record, 

The financial creditors also
informed the appellate tribunal
they already settled the matter
with the promoter Khaitans
and there are no issues between

the parties. 
Following this, a two-

member NCLAT bench closed
the Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process (CIRP) ini-
tiated by the Kolkata bench of
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) on February
10, 2023.

“In view the aforesaid, set-
tlement agreement is taken on
record, we close CIRP initiat-
ed by order dated 10.02.2023.
Order dated 10.02.2023 is set
aside,” said NCLAT order,
which was uploaded on the
website on Tuesday 
evening. 

During the proceedings,
the financial submitted that “in
the event of default, liberty be
given to revive the appeal.”
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G�Jindal Stainless Ltd
(JSL) on Wednesday said its
board has approved a pro-
posal to raise up to �5,000
crore through multiple finan-
cial instruments.

The board of directors of
the company at its meeting on
Wednesday approved raising
funds up to �5,000 crore or
equivalent in any freely con-
vertible foreign currency, an
exchange filing by the com-
pany said.

The company looks to
raise the amount by issue of
debt securities including
secured or unsecured non-
convertible redeemable
debentures or bonds or com-
mercial paper or notes (list-
ed/unlisted).
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Luxury carmaker Audi on Wednesday said it
has launched an app to help customers of its

e-tron range access charging points across the
country.The German carmaker has introduced
‘Charge my Audi’ on the myAudiConnect app,
an industry first initiative that enhances conve-
nience for customers. The application current-
ly includes five charging partners —Aargo EV
Smart, Charge Zone, Relux Electric, LionCharge
and Zeon Charging — and gives an access to over
750 charge points to e-tron owners.

In an interaction with PTI, Audi India Head
Balbir Singh Dhillon said the company is in con-
stant touch with the customers trying to under-
stand ownership experience. “We feel while there
are multiple chargers available across the coun-
try it is a big hassle to download each app for
each of the chargers”, he noted. 
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The Supreme Court on Wednesday
dismissed a plea challenging the

Delhi High Court order that restrained
the manufacture and sale of sweet bev-
erage concentrate ‘Sharbat Dil Afza’ dur-
ing the pendency of a lawsuit by
Hamdard Dawakhana which sells ‘Rooh
Afza’ for alleged trademark infringement.

A bench headed by Chief Justice D
Y Chandrachud refused to interfere with
the high court order dated December 21,
2022.

“Rooh Afza has a well-established
brand. You were selling some kind of
medicine and suddenly you start drinks
with similar-sounding names. We will
not interfere. Dismissed,” the bench, also
comprising Justices PS Narasimha and
JB Pardiwala, said.

The high court, in its order, had
restrained the manufacture and sale of
‘Dil Afza’ after Hamdard Dawakhana
had alleged trademark infringement.

It had said that prima facie, ‘Rooh
Afza’ served as the source identifier for

Hamdard for over a century and has
acquired immense goodwill and it was
essential to ensure that the competitors
keep a safe distance from the mark.

The court’s order came on an appeal
by Hamdard against a single judge’s order
refusing to pass an interim order to
restrain ‘Dil Afza’ manufacturer Sadar
Laboratories (respondent) from alleged-
ly indulging in trademark infringe-
ment.

The High Court also noted that both
the products have the “same deep red
colour and texture” and the “structure of
the bottles is not materially different” and
thus opined that the “commercial
impression of the impugned trademark
is dece.
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 G�Larsen and Toubro
(L&T) on Wednesday said it
has bagged ‘significant’ engi-
neering, procurement and con-
struction (EPC) orders from
the domestic market for its
buildings and factories busi-
ness.

The buildings & factories
(B&F) business of its arm
Larsen & Toubro (L&T)
Construction has won an order
from a developer to construct
residential towers in Thane,
Mumbai, the infrastructure
major said in a statement.
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Inter Milan reached their first
Champions League final for 13
years as Lautaro Martinez's sole

goal of the match gave them a 3-0
aggregate win against AC Milan on
Tuesday.

Inter will undoubtedly be the
underdogs against either Real
Madrid or Manchester City in
Istanbul on June 10, but the way
they managed both legs of this all-
Milan tie suggests they will be hard
to beat.

The key moment of the night
at the San Siro came when
Argentinian Martinez exchanged
passes with substitute Romelu
Lukaku and drilled a shot from
inside the penalty area that Milan
goalkeeper Mike Maignan allowed
in at his near post.

Martinez, Inter's captain, hailed
the cohesion of his team over the
two matches against their city
rivals.

"What counts is the squad. I
experienced it at the World Cup
(with Argentina)," he said.

"It makes it easy if you have a
united squad with everyone pulling
in the same direction. It means you
get to play these very important
matches in the best possible way."

He added: "After winning the
World Cup and experiencing what
is the pinnacle for a player I knew
we could reach this final, and we did
it." His goal effectively killed off the
tie. Trailing 2-0 from the first leg,
Milan had pushed hard in the first

half, spearheaded by Rafael Leao
who shot across the goal and past
the post with one of his side's best
chances.

�(�(�����(
Maignan then superbly

dropped to his knees to collect Edin
Dzeko's glancing header from
Hakan Calhanoglu's pacy free-
kick.

Lukaku's introduction in the
second half proved the spark that

Inter needed to extend their lead.
Absent for much of the season

with injuries and with a damaged
reputation following a disastrous
World Cup with Belgium, Lukaku
has slowly worked his way back to
his best.

The forward on loan from
Chelsea immediately caused prob-
lems in the Milan defence and cre-
ated Martinez's goal to guarantee
their place in their first Champions
League final since the last time they
won European club football's biggest
prize under Jose Mourinho in 2010.

"Tutti a Istanbul", the joyous
Inter fans sang with the Nerazzurri
now one game away from a fourth
Champions League title.

Facing Inzaghi's men will be
either Manchester City or record 14-
time winners Real Madrid, with that
semi-final finely poised at 1-1 ahead
of Wednesday's decider at City's
Etihad Stadium.

"We're going to have to give it
our all," Martinez said.

Milan's coach Stefano Pioli was
left to contemplate a harsh ending to
"a terrific" run to the last four.

"It's normal to be disappointed
after losing in the semi-final, espe-
cially in a derby.

"The players gave their all in
both legs but Inter deserved it.
They played better than us, winning
both matches.

"Given our journey and what
we've done over the past three years
it would have been fabulous to get
to the final. But we didn't make it,
that's a massive disappointment."
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Inter Milan coach Simone Inzaghi
said he had been impressed by

every facet of his team's "extraordi-
nary" journey to the Champions
League final after they beat AC
Milan 3-0 on aggregate on Tuesday.

"We will only fully realise what
we have done in the days to come,"
Inzaghi told Mediaset.

"It's a dream come true. We
always believed we could do it, we
have had an extraordinary journey
(to the final).

"What pleased me? Everything.
The running, the determination,
the concentration... they were very
good."

He said he could now sit back
and enjoy Wednesday's second leg of
the other semi-final between
Manchester City and Real Madrid
which is finely poised at 1-1 from the
first leg.

"They're obviously two of the
best teams in Europe. The first
match was well-balanced.

"I'll be watching the match with
a great, great deal of interest!"

Inter have been European cham-
pions three times and their last
crown came in 2010 when Jose
Mourinho led them to a 2-0 victory
against Bayern Munich in Madrid.
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Qatari banker Sheikh Jassim
bin Hamad Al Thani has

made an improved bid to secure
Manchester United from the
Glazer family, a source close to
the bid said on Tuesday.

Sheikh Jassim is in a bid-
ding war with British billionaire
Jim Ratcliffe after the pair
emerged as the main contenders
to buy the Premier League
giants.

Ratcliffe appeared to be the
front runner when a third
round of bidding closed last
month.

INEOS chemical company
founder Ratcliffe, a boyhood
United fan, had reportedly
placed a higher valuation on the
club as he seeks a majority stake.

However, his bid could
allow for executive co-chairmen
Avram and Joel Glazer to
remain invested in the Red
Devils - a move that would be
deeply unpopular with sup-
porters.

By contrast, Sheikh Jassim's
bid is for 100 percent control of
the club and promises to wipe
United's £970 million ($1.2 bil-
lion) debt.

The Glazers, who have
failed to win over the fans since
they saddled the club with debt
in a £790 million leveraged
takeover in 2005, appeared
ready to cash out at an enor-
mous profit when they first
invited external investment in
November.

However, they are reported-

ly holding out for a world
record £6 billion fee for a foot-
ball club before they agree to
sell.

The Manchester United
Supporters' Trust (MUST) has
called for a swift conclusion to
the process to allow new own-
ers to be in place for the sum-
mer transfer window.

United's fortunes on the
field have slumped during the
Glazers' reign in charge.

They have not won a
Premier League title since for-
mer manager Alex Ferguson
retired a decade ago.

But United did end a six-
year trophy drought earlier this
season when they lifted the
League Cup in Erik ten Hag's
first year as manager.
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Tottenham are confident
Harry Kane will see out

his career at the club, former
captain Gary Mabbutt said
on Wednesday, despite per-
sistent rumours of a big-
money move for the England
skipper.

Club ambassador
Mabbutt said Spurs would do
everything they could to
hold on to their record goal
scorer, whose contract has
just over a year to run.

"We will do everything

we possibly can that Harry
will remain a Tottenham
player for the rest of his
career,"  Mabbutt told
reporters in Bangkok.

"So that's what we're hop-
ing for. That's what we
believe is going to happen."

The 29-year-old has
bagged 27 goals this season,
second only to Manchester
City's Erling Haaland.

But with Tottenham sixth
in the Premier League and
out of the hunt for
Champions League places,
Kane has been linked with a

summer move to Manchester
United or Paris Saint-
Germain.

Tottenham are on their
third manager of the season
-- interim boss Ryan Mason
-- and Kane has publicly
criticised the club's culture
since the sacking of Mauricio
Pochettino, who led them to
the 2019 Champions League
final.

But Mabbutt, who lifted
the FA Cup as Spurs skipper
in 1991, insisted the turmoil
would not put big-name
coaches off taking the job.
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Newcastle boss Eddie
Howe says he does not

feel as if his team are being
"hunted" as he seeks to fend
off charging Liverpool and
finish in the Premier League's
top four.

The Magpies, seeking to
qualify for the Champions
League for the first time in
two decades, host high-flying
Brighton at St James' Park on
Thursday.

Roberto De Zerbi's side,
fresh from a 3-0 win at Arsenal,
are chasing European football
for the first time in their histo-
ry.

Newcastle are currently
third in the table -- behind
Manchester City and Arsenal -
- level on points with
Manchester United. Both
Newcastle and United have
three games remaining.

Jurgen Klopp's Liverpool
are just one point behind, hav-
ing played a game more, after
their seventh straight league
win at Leicester on Monday.

Howe said Newcastle still
had matters in their own

hands and insisted he was not
focusing on red-hot Liverpool.

"I don't feel like we're
being hunted," he said at his
pre-match press conference on
Wednesday. "I don't feel that
emotion. It's us against our-
selves, really. That's how I see

it. It's us trying to be the best
we can be.

"I've not focused on any
other team all season. In my
experience, I knew Liverpool
were never far away because
they are a top team and they
are capable of going on runs

of wins.
"They are very similar to

Manchester City where they
can win a group of games
without blinking. They have
got that experience."

Victory in Newcastle's last
two home games, against
Brighton and then Leicester
on Monday, would guarantee
a place in the Champions
League.

Howe also said he hoped
the security breach that left
him in danger at Elland Road
could help prevent a future
"tragedy" on a football pitch.

The 45-year-old was con-
fronted in his technical area by
an angry spectator during
Saturday's 2-2 Premier League
draw at Leeds, and a man has
since been banned from the
stadium for life and charged
with assault.

"I just hope that that inci-
dent itself can then help the
authorities and whoever is
concerned with the security
and safety of the players and
staff," he said.

He added: "I'd hate to see
a tragedy on a football pitch
that could have been avoided."
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The Emilia Romagna
Formula One Grand Prix

due to be held at Imola this
weekend has been called off as
it is "not possible to safely
hold the event" due to heavy
flooding in the region, organ-
isers said on Wednesday.

Five people have died
after heavy rains caused flood-
ing across Italy's northern
Emilia Romagna region.

At Imola, the Santerno
river which borders the track
was flooded and race organ-
isers had asked journalists
and team staff not to go to the
circuit on Wednesday.

Formula One said in a
statement that following high
level discussions "the decision
has been taken not to proceed
with the Grand Prix weekend
at Imola".

"The decision has been
taken because it is not possi-
ble to safely hold the event for
our fans, the teams and our

personnel and it is the right
and responsible thing to do
given the situation faced by
the towns and cities in the
region," it added.

"It would not be right to
put further pressure on the
local authorities and emer-
gency services at this difficult
time."
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Bayer Leverkusen manager
Xabi Alonso said he want-

ed to give the team's fans
something to remember for
years in Thursday's Europa
League semi-final second leg
at home against Roma.

Leverkusen lost 1-0 in
Rome but Alonso, who tasted
Champions League glory with
Liverpool and Real Madrid,
said his side knew "the result
is still open".

"Our goal is that in a few
years, people will remember
tomorrow night because of the
atmosphere and the passion
we will have," said Alonso,
who took over Leverkusen in
October and lifted them out of
the relegation zone to
European contention.

"I feel the energy from the
team and we'll give every-

thing.
"When we've given every-

thing, then we can leave with
our heads held high."

Alonso admitted, howev-
er, that he was not able to sec-
ond-guess what Roma manag-
er Jose Mourinho, who
coached Alonso for three
years at Real Madrid, would
be thinking ahead of the
return leg.

"It's not easy to know
what's going on in his mind,"
said the Leverkusen manager.

"He's a special character.
He's able to transmit a win-
ning mentality to his teams
and he's doing that in Rome."

Leverkusen midfielder
Florian Wirtz said on
Wednesday his side "don't
need a miracle" to reach the
Europa League final and have
the quality to "turn the game
around".

"We would have liked a
better starting position, but
there does not need to be a
miracle tomorrow," the 20-
year-old midfielder said at
Wednesday's press confer-
ence.

"We have shown in
Europe again and again what
we are made of and what our
strengths are."

Leverkusen have beaten
Bayern Munich, Atletico
Madrid, Union Berlin and RB
Leipzig at home this season
and Wirtz said his side "know
we will have the stadium
behind us".

"In Rome, the whole sta-
dium was against us. (The
fans) will motivate us from the
beginning, even during the
warm-up.

"I definitely want to get
into the final. Nothing else
matters."
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Budging to fans' longstand-
ing demands, the stake-
holders of Mohun Bagan

on Wednesday announced that
they would remove the prefix
ATK from the name of the 133-
year city-based football giants.

The club, which is princi-
pally owned by the RP Sanjiv
Goenka Group, will now be
known Mohun Bagan Super
Giant, a pattern which follows
the conglomerate's naming phi-
losophy of their sports teams.
RPSG are also the owners of IPL
franchise Lucknow Super
Giants. Their earlier IPL team
was known as Pune Supergiants.

"Subsequent to the Board
meeting held today, the name of
the club will be Mohun Bagan
Super Giant (MBSG) from 1st
June 2023," the club announced.

Goenka had informally
announced that the ATK prefix
was finally going away after
three years and they would be
known as MBSG, but the date
was formalised after their Board

meeting here on Thursday.
"We are removing ATK, it

will be Mohun Bagan Super
Giant from next season. Well, it
was something that was on the
cards. I was waiting for the win
to announce it," Goenka had
said after their ISL triumph.

Two-time Indian Super
League champions ATK was
formerly known as Atletico de
Kolkata because of their tie-up
with the Madrid-based Spanish
giants.

But Atletico Madrid parted
ways after three seasons and sold
its 25 per cent stake to the RPSG
Group which then became the
principal owners of the ISL
franchise that came to be known
as ATK.

ATK then came to the res-
cue of Mohun Bagan, who were
struggling to get into the top-tier
ISL because of financial woes.

The RPSG Group bought a
majority (80%) stake in Mohun
Bagan ahead of the 2020-21 sea-
son as the two merged clubs
came into existence from June
1, 2020.
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Inter Milan are dreaming of a
shock Champions League tri-

umph after upsetting the odds to
reach this season's final, securing
their place in Istanbul on June 10
with a deserved semi-final win over
city rivals AC Milan.

"If you had said at the start of

the season that we would reach the
Champions League final, I would
probably have found it hard to
believe you," Inter president Steven
Zhang admitted after his side beat
Milan 1-0. Tuesday's result was,
remarkably, Inter's fourth win over
Milan in four meetings in 2023, all
of them without conceding a goal.

It allowed the blue and black

half of the city to avenge
Champions League exits to their
rivals in the 2003 semi-finals -- on
the now-scrapped away goals rule
-- and the 2005 quarter-finals.

"It's a dream come true. We
always believed we could do it, we
have had an extraordinary jour-
ney," coach Simone Inzaghi told
broadcaster Mediaset.
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India and Pakistan are set to
renew their football rivalry

after nearly five years as the two
neighbouring countries have
been clubbed in the same group
in the SAFF Cup to be held in
Bengaluru from June 21 to July
4.

The draw of the 14th edition
of the South Asian Football
Federation Cup was held here
on Wednesday with defending
champions India, Pakistan,
Kuwait and Nepal being clubbed
in Group A. Lebanon, Maldives,
Bangladesh and Bhutan are in
Group B.

The group matches will be
played in a round-robin league
format and the top two teams in

each group will qualify for the
semifinals of the eight-nation
regional tournament at the
Kanteerava Stadium.

Lebanon and Kuwait -- the
two countries outside of South
Asia -- were invited to make the
tournament more competitive.
Lebanon are the highest ranked
side in the tournament at 99th
while Pakistan are the lowest at
195th. India are the second
highest ranked side at 101st.

The Indo-Pak Group A
match will be played on June 21
in the second match of the
opening day after Kuwait face
Nepal in the inaugural game.

India and Pakistan last
played against each other in
September 2018 in the semifinal
of the 12th edition of the SAFF

Cup in Dhaka. India won that
match 3-1 but lost to Maldives
1-2 in the final.

Overall, India and Pakistan
have officially played more than
20 international matches. Of the
two, India have been the dom-
inant side with more than a
dozen wins under their belt.

India have won the SAFF
Cup eight times while finishing
runners-up four times. The only
time India did not reach the final
was in the fifth edition in 2003
in Dhaka when the country fin-
ished third.

The All India Football
Federation (AIFF) is hopeful
that Pakistan players and sup-
port staff will get visas to take
part in the tournament.

"Pakistan has confirmed its

participation in the tourna-
ment, that is why they are here
in the draw. All the countries of
the South Asian region have the
right to play in this tournament,"
AIFF president Kalyan Chaubey
said after the draw.

"But things like grant of
visas, providing security to the
teams, these are not the job of
any football federation of any
country. The AIFF administra-
tion will coordinate with the
concerned ministries of the
government and we will get the
answer with the passage of
time."

Pakistan did not feature in
two tournaments out of the 13
editions held so far since 1993.

The Pakistan Football
Federation could not send its

team in the 2015 edition held in
India due to internal issues. The
country missed the 2021 edition
in Maldives as it was serving sus-
pension from FIFA.

India head coach Igor
Stimac reiterated that the com-
petitiveness of the tournament
will be higher with the addition
of the two teams from the
Middle East.

"We need to behave and act
as favourites to win the tourna-
ment. We welcome Kuwait and
Lebanon as guests. Playing
against them should help us in
our preparations for the AFC
Asian Cup," said Stimac.

"A long duration camp was
always something we were
insisting on and we are going to
use it to improve certain parts of

our game, work more on the
mental strength and passing
confidence," he said.
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June 21: Kuwait vs Nepal, 3.30
pm IST; India vs Pakistan, 7.30
pm IST.
June 22: Lebanon vs Bangladesh,
3.30 pm IST; Maldives vs
Bhutan, 7.30 pm IST.
June 24: Pakistan vs Kuwait, 3.30
pm IST; Nepal vs India, 7.30 pm.
June 25: Bangladesh vs Maldives,
3.30 pm IST; Bhutan vs
Lebanon, 7.30 pm IST.
June 27: Nepal vs Pakistan, 3.30
pm IST; India vs Kuwait, 7.30
pm IST.
June 28: Lebanon vs Maldives,
3.30 pm IST; Bhutan vs
Bangladesh, 7.30 pm IST.
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Beleaguered Delhi Capitals
finally came out all guns
blazing as they played

party poopers to all but knock
Punjab Kings out of play-off
contention with a 15-run victo-
ry in the IPL, here on
Wednesday.

Already out of the playoff
race, Delhi Capitals finally came
to the party in their penultimate
match of the season to post an
imposing 213/2 after PBKS
opted to bowl.

Rilee Rossouw exhibited
some exceptional strokeplay in
a 37-ball 82 not out, while
Prithvi Shaw (54; 38b) also
slammed a fifty on his comeback
after about a month as DC
scored their first 200-plus total
of this season.

In response, PBKS managed
just 198/8 in the stipulated 20
overs despite all the fielding
harakiri committed by DC.

Englishman Liam
Livingstone slammed a 48-ball
94, studded with five fours and
as many as nine sixes, but it was
not enough as the total proved
too much.

While Delhi now are ninth
on the table after a consolation
win, Punjab Kings due to this
heavy defeat stay put on 12 after
13 games and even a win in the
last match and a 14-point finish
might not be enough as the net
run-rate -0.308 only added
insult to injury.

The Preity Zinta co-owned
side since their 2014 final
appearance, have not even made
it to last four stage for nine years
in a row.

But DC's fielding effort did
give them enough chances.

As many as three catches
were dropped including
Livingstone on three, and Taide
on 35, both in the bowling of
Kuldeep Yadav who returned
with 0/21 from his three overs.

They also missed two run-
out chances when both the bat-
ters, Livingstone and Taide,
were out of the crease but DC
could not manage to hit the
stumps on a sloppy outing.

PBKS took a tactical deci-
sion to retire out rookie Atharva
Taide after his 42-ball 55 (5x4,
2x6) as he simply found it dif-
ficult to get going after first part
of the innings.

Livingstone kept the PBKS
run chase going racing to a 30-
ball fifty, his sixth of the tourna-
ment as he brought the equation
down to 38 from last two overs
from being an near impossible
79 from four overs.

The Englishman turned it
on in style in the 17th over when
Khaleel started off with no-ball
for height as he leaked 20 runs.

Three sixes off Mukesh
Kumar in the next over put the
equation on course for PBKS
before Anrich Nortje, who had
dropped Livingstone early on,
redeemed himself with a perfect
penultimate over.

Nortje conceded just five
runs and cleaned up Sam
Curran (11), while PBKS lost
another when Harpreet Brar was
run out.

DC bowlers stifled PBKS'
tall chase early on with leftarm
seamer Khaleel Ahmed starting
off with a maiden, while Ishant
Sharma dismissing Dhawan off
the first ball.

From 10/1 in three overs,
PBKS duo Prabhsimran and
Atharva finally stepped it up
with five boundaries (4x4, 1x6)
in a row across two overs.

Already out of playoff race,
DC got off to a flying start with
Prithvi Shaw smashing a 54 on
his comeback after nearly a
month.

Shaw, who made his last
appearance in this season's IPL
against Kolkata Knight Riders
on April 20, returned to form to
post a 35-ball 50, his first in 13
IPL innings.

Shaw copped body blows
from Rabada en route his 38-ball
knock (7x4, 1x6) as he along
with his skipper David Warner
(46 from 31b; 5x4, 2x6) gave
their best start of the season.

The duo put together a 94-
run opening stand, their high-
est this season before Rossouw
took charge of the proceedings
with his maiden IPL fifty that
came off 25 balls.

Rossouw took charge when
he sent his South African team-
mate into the orbit with a six
over long-off.
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Already out of the knockout
race, India signed off their

campaign in the Sudirman Cup
badminton tournament with a
4-1 win over Australia in their
final Group C tie here on
Wednesday.

Placed in the 'group of
death', India had lost 1-4 to
Chinese Taipei and 0-5 against
Malaysia -- two heavyweights of
the game -- to crash out of the
mixed team championship.

Against Australia, India did
not have the best of starts as the
mixed doubles pair of Sai
Pratheek and Tanisha Crasto
lost 21-17, 14-21, 18-21 against
Kenneth Zhe Hooi Choo and
Gronya Somerville.

HS Prannoy drew the
scores for India with a com-

manding 21-8, 21-8 win over
Jack Yu in just 28 minutes.

With nothing at stake, India
fielded Anupama Upadhyaya in
the women's singles in place of
PV Sindhu and the youngster
didn't disappoint, scoring a 21-
16, 21-18 win over Tiffany Ho.

MR Arjun and Dhruv
Kapila then defeated Ricky Tang

and Ryane Wang 21-11, 21-12
in the men's doubles to hand
India an unassailable 3-1 lead in
the contest.

The women's doubles pair
of Crasto and Ashwini
Ponnappa finished off the con-
test in style, beating Kaitlyn Ea
and Angela Yu 21-19, 21-13 to
give India a consolation win.
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Virat Kohli will be in focus
as Royal Challengers

Bangalore look to strengthen
their claim for an IPL play-off
berth in their must-win match
against laggards Sunrisers
Hyderabad here on Thursday.

RCB are currently in the
fifth spot with 12 points from
as many games and face two
must-win matches to guaran-
tee their play-off spot.

SRH, on the other hand,
are out of the tournament and
languishing at the ninth spot
with eight points from 12
matches.

Alongside skipper Faf du
Plessis, Kohli is one of the top-
scorers for RCB but after
back-to-back failures -- 18
against Rajasthan Royals and
1 against Mumbai Indians --
the maestro would be looking
to produce his best against
SRH and help his side's cause.

Du Plessis has been lead-
ing the side from the front
and is in scintillating form,
occupying the top spot in
run-getter's list with 631 runs
from 12 games at an average
of 57.36.

Kohli is the next best
RCB batter with 438 runs,
averaging 39.81 with six
fifties. But unlike Du Plessis,
Kohli has not been consistent
enough and has struggled
with his strike-rate at times.

The other batter RCB
would be banking on is Glenn
Maxwell, who has made a
great impact with his
sparkling knocks, which
includes five half-centuries.

RCB are high on confi-
dence after a commanding
112-run demolition of
Rajasthan Royals in their last
game.

Riding on Du Plessis and

Maxwell's back-to-back fifties,
RCB posted 171 for 5 and
then Wayne Parnell (3/10) led
the way in the company of
Michael Bracewell (2/16),
Karn Sharma (2/19) and
Mohammed Siraj (1/10) to
bundle out RR for a paltry 59.

On the bowling front, the
onus would again be on
Parnell, Siraj and Bracewell to
deliver the goods.

The last match also saw
RCB return to winning ways
after back-to-back defeats
against MI and Delhi
Capitals.

SRH, on the other hand,
will play for pride after
becoming the second team to
crash out of the tournament.

SRH would look to give
their fans something to cheer
about by registering wins in
their remaining two games.

It has been lacklustre
outing for SRH this season,
both in batting as well as
bowling department.

Barring Heinrich
Klaasen and, to some extent,
Rahul Tripathi, no other bat-
ter could deliver for the team.
SRH were hit hard by the
poor form of their skipper
Aiden Markram as much
was expected of the South
African.

Harry Brook showed
sparks initially before fading
away while Mayank Agarwal
was nowhere to be noticed.

Among SRH bowlers,
the experienced
Bhuvneshwar Kumar is the
most successful with 14 wick-
ets from 12 games, but he too
didn't look at his best.

Mayank Markande (12
wickets from 10 games)
impressed but SRH suffered
heavily due to the poor form
of Marco Jansen, T Natarajan
and Umran Malik.
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Mumbai Indians' bowling coach
Shane Bond has expressed his frus-

tration with the team's bowling unit for
committing the "same mistake over and
over again" in match situations, recent-
ly against Lucknow Super Giants.

"For me, the most frustrating thing
is about not sticking to the plans that we
talk about. We were very clear with what
we wanted to do on this wicket to play-
ers like Marcus (Stoinis) and where we
wanted to bowl, we didn't bowl there con-
sistently enough," Bond said at the post-
match press conference.

"When you're looking at a team plan,
you've got to get the batsmen to hit in
areas where you want them to hit. Make
it as hard as possible for them. You don't
want them to hit you in areas that they
want to hit.

"We saw that with Stoinis -- a fine

player. We knew he was trying to hit
straight down the ground and we dished
out balls for him to do it. In the end, his
innings was the difference between the
two teams."

Stoinis flaunted his raw power on
way to an unbeaten 89 off 47 balls as LSG
recovered from a poor start to post a
competitive total.

Stoinis smashed eight sixes in his bel-
ligerent knock and shared an 82-run part-
nership with stand-in skipper Krunal
Pandya (49 retired hurt) after LSG found
themselves reeling at 35 for three in the
seventh over.

Bond added, "We've always prided
ourselves in our preparation, the work
that we do behind the scenes and how we
review the game -- the mistakes on which
we want to improve. The frustrating thing
is that we're making the same mistake
over and over again. From my point of
view, it's disappointing.

"For 15 overs, we were excellent, we
delivered what we wanted to. One play-
er put us under pressure. That's what
Rashid Khan did the other night and we
made the same mistakes. It didn't cost us
in the last game, it definitely cost us
tonight.

"You can never stop good players
from scoring runs. You'd rather have
players scoring 89 from 47 be at 70 from
47. Those 17 to 20 runs can make a dif-
ference. We've talked about that at
Wankhede over the course of the year.
You are talking about a difference of 10-
15 runs," he said.

"There's no way we should have gone
for 54 runs in the last three overs on that
ground. It was just poor."

Mohsin, who missed the whole of
domestic season due to a shoulder
injury, helped LSG take a major step
towards a top-four finish by holding his
nerve in the final over.

��
�■ ���<���

Left-arm pacer Mohsin Khan
avoided a possible amputa-

tion of his bowling hand after
approaching the doctor just in
time, the Lucknow Super
Giants player revealed after his
match-winning effort against
Mumbai Indians in the IPL
here.

Entrusted with the task to
defend 11 runs in the final over
against a marauding Tim
David and Cameron Green,
Mohsin gave away just five to
help his team win the game and
inch closer to a play-off berth
on Tuesday night.

This after the speedster
under went a surger y to
remove blood clots in his
bowling shoulder last year.
The shoulder injury on his
bowling hand kept him out
LSG's line-up for majority of
the 2023 IPL season.

"It was a very tough time
and I had given up hope of
playing cricket at one point
because I was not able to even
lift my hand, forget bowling,"

Mohsin said at the post-match
press conference, recalling
the time he was battling the
injury. "I was not able to
straighten it (my hand), my
physio worked alongside me.
It was medical related, it was
quite scary, as the doctor had
said if I was late by another
month they would have had to
amputate my hand," he added.

The 24-year-old from
Uttar Pradesh had a sensa-
tional season last year but
missed whole of domestic
season and most part of the
IPL this year due to the injury.

He was playing in only his
second match this IPL season.

"Regarding my injury, I
would first like to say that no
cricketer should suffer this
kind of condition. It was quite

strange,  my arter y was
blocked, my ner ve was
blocked.

"But my association's
(Uttar Pradesh Cricket
Association) Rajeev Shukla
sir, LSG's Sanjeev (Goenka)
sir, my family helped me a lot.
They gave their best, but still
I was struggling before and
after the surgery."

Talking about his plan in
the final over, he said he was
looking to implement what he
did in training.

"Obviously there is pres-
sure when bowling the last
over, but I was speaking to the
captain that I would be look-
ing to execute what I have
been doing during practice.
So I followed that and backed
myself," Mohsin said.

"I was not thinking that I
have to defend 11 runs or 10
runs, my aim was to just bowl
six good balls, and thankful-
ly, it worked. I had the confi-
dence in my ability, irrespec-
tive of who I was bowling to,
and the ball was also revers-
ing a bit."

After he was ruled out of
majority of the season, the
franchise picked Saurashtra
and India left-arm seamer
Jaydev Unadkat as a replace-
ment at the IPL auction last
December, but they kept
Mohsin in the squad.

Looking ahead, he said, "I
will try to keep myself fit and
play as much as possible. I was
with the team, doing my rehab
and training.

"As you are aware now,
my father was discharged yes-
terday (on Monday) only as he
had suffered a brain stroke. I
had gone to the hospital to see
him, told him that he would
get well, and see me playing.
He must have been very
happy watching me play," he
said.

DC HURT PBKS PLAY-OFF CHANCES
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