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Looking to bolster India’s
footprint in the Indo-

Pacific, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
showcased New Delhi as a
“reliable” partner of the Pacific
island nations as he said those
considered trustworthy were
“not standing by” the region in
times of need, in what is being
seen as an oblique reference to
China. Modi also announced a
series of new development ini-
tiatives by India in the region.

“A friend in need is a friend
indeed”, Modi told top leaders
of 14 Pacific Island nations at
a summit, assuring that India
is ready to share its capabilities
and experiences with the
region “without any hesita-
tion” and that “we are with you
in every way.” 

Referring to adverse
impact of Covid-19 pandemic
and other global developments,
Modi said India stood by the
Pacific Island nations in the
challenging time and conveyed
to them that they can rely on
New Delhi as it respects their
priorities and its approach for
cooperation is based on human
values. “Those whom we con-
sidered trustworthy, it turned

out that they were not standing
by our side in times of need.
During these challenging times,
an old saying has proven true:
‘A Friend in need is a friend
indeed’,” he said at the FIPIC
(Forum for India-Pacific
Islands Cooperation) summit
without naming any country.

“I am glad that India
stood with its Pacific island
friends during this challenging
time. Whether it was vaccines
or essential medicines, wheat or
sugar; India, in line with its
capabilities, has been assisting
all partner countries,” he said.

Continued on Page 2
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Even as reports emerged
from across the country of

people rushing to buy gold and
silver in a bit to get rid of their
stashed Rs 2,000 notes and cash
purchase of fuel at petrol
pumps using Rs 2,000 notes
spiked to almost 90 per cent of
daily sales, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) Governor
Shaktikanta Das on Monday
said the impact of withdrawal
of Rs 2,000 currency notes
will be “very, very marginal” on
the economy because it
accounts for only 10.8 per cent
of currency in circulation. He
also said that there is enough
time available for exchange
and deposit in bank accounts
so people should not panic and
Rs 2,000 notes will continue to
be a legal tender.

Describing the withdraw-
al exercise as part of currency
management operations of the
Reserve Bank, Das said, he
expects most of the withdrawn
Rs 2,000 notes to be returned
to the exchequer by the dead-
line of September 30. Talking
to reporters, Das said, “The
impact of this on the economy
will be very, very marginal
because it is only 10.8 per cent

of currency in circulation. As
you know that Rs 2,000 notes
were not commonly used in
any transaction … We have
found that it is hardly being
used for carrying out transac-
tions. Therefore, economic
activity will not be impacted.”

To a question regarding
black money coming back to
the system, he said, there is a
set procedure for deposits in
your account or cash exchange.

“What we have said is that
the existing requirements or the
existing procedures have to be
followed by the banks. We
have not come out with an
additional procedure. You must
be aware that there’s an Income
Tax rule if you deposit cash
above Rs 50,000 then you have
to produce your PAN. So exist-
ing rules will apply,” he said.

As part of a clean note pol-
icy, he said, RBI has been con-
ducting such exercise of with-
drawal of currency notes from
time to time and such an exer-
cise was undertaken in 2013-
14, whereby the notes which
were printed prior to 2005,
were withdrawn from public

circulation. Asked if Rs 2,000
notes will continue to be a legal
tender, Das said, “It will con-
tinue as legal tender. We will
wait how many notes are com-
ing. I cannot give a speculative
answer about what will happen
post September 30. 

Most of the notes are
expected to come back, that is
our expectation at this stage.
We will see how many notes
come back. And as we
approach September 30, we will
decide at that stage.” There is
more than adequate quantity of
printed notes available in the
system not just with the RBI,
but also at the currency chests
which are operated by the
banks, he said.

Continued on Page 2
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India is all set to hard sell
“paradise on earth”—

Kashmir— as one of the finest
destinations for film shooting
for international filmmakers
across the globe.

A loud and clear message
was sent across by none other
than India’s G20 Sherpa
Amitabh Kant while welcom-
ing the delegates at Sher-e-
Kashmir International
Convention Centre, venue of
the third G20 Tourism
Working Group meeting on
Monday.

Union Minister for Culture
and Tourism, G Kishan Reddy
while welcoming the guests
also echoed similar sentiments.
Reddy said film tourism has
emerged as a powerful medium

to promote the tourism indus-
try and the Government is
chalking out a comprehensive
strategy for its growth in
Jammu and Kashmir. He said
tourism helps in creating
employment opportunities in

hospitality and gastronomy.
The G20 summit, from May 22
to May 24, is an annual gath-
ering of leaders from the
world’s major economies to
discuss and address global
issues, primarily on economics,

finance and global governance.
India, which is presiding over
the international forum, chose
Kashmir to host the Tourism
Working Group meeting after
the abrogation of Article 370 in
August 2019.

Some of the member coun-
tries, including China, Saudi
Arabia and Turkey have decid-
ed to stay away from the meet-
ing in Kashmir Valley.
However, tour operators from
the two middle eastern coun-
tries are in the city to attend it.
Egypt, also an invitee, has not
sent any representative. 

Meanwhile, Srinagar city
has been spruced up and elab-
orate security arrangements
have been made to ensure safe-
ty and security of the guests.
On their arrival the delegates
were extended a warm wel-
come at the Srinagar airport in
traditional style. 

Continued on Page 2
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The European Union (EU)
slapped Meta with a record

$1.3 billion privacy fine on
Monday and ordered it to stop
transferring user data across
the Atlantic, the latest salvo in
a decade-long case sparked by
US Cybersnooping fears. The
penalty fine of 1.2 billion euros
from Ireland’s Data Protection
Commission is the biggest
since the EU’s strict data pri-

vacy regime took effect five
years ago, surpassing Amazon’s
746 million euro penalty in
2021 for data protection viola-
tions. The Irish watchdog is
Meta’s lead privacy regulator in
the 27-nation bloc because the
Silicon Valley tech giant’s
European headquarters is
based in Dublin. 

Meta, which had previ-
ously warned that services for
its users in Europe could be cut
off, vowed to appeal and ask
courts to immediately put the
decision on hold. “There is no
immediate disruption to
Facebook in Europe,” the com-
pany said. “This decision is
flawed, unjustified and sets a
dangerous precedent for the
countless other companies

transferring data between the
EU and US,” Nick Clegg, Meta’s
president of global and affairs,
and Chief Legal Officer
Jennifer Newstead said in a
statement.

The social media company
might have to carry out a cost-
ly and complex revamp of its
operations if it’s forced to stop
shipping user data across the
Atlantic. 

Meta has a fleet of 21 data
centers, according to its web-
site, but 17 of them are in the
United States. Three others
are in the European nations of
Denmark, Ireland and Sweden.
Another is in Singapore. Other
social media giants are facing
pressure over their data prac-
tices. Continued on Page 2
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Continuing with his efforts
to bridge the gap between

the like-minded political par-
ties, Bihar Chief Minister and
Janata Dal (United) leader
Nitish Kumar on Monday met
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge and former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi after which
the leaders announced that a
“vast majority” of non-BJP
parties will meet to give a con-
crete shape to Opposition unity
to take on the BJP in the 2024
general elections.

The Opposition has plans
to put forward one common
candidate to defeat the BJP to
upstage it from power at the
Centre, but some have
expressed reservations over
such a proposal as some parties
have aspirations to contest the
maximum number of seats.

The Congress also is not
inclined to restrict itself to
around 200 seats and wants to
contest more seats, claiming
that it is a national player
unlike many regional outfits
and has a presence across the

country.  It has also contend-
ed that it is the only party that
can directly take on the BJP due
to its national footprint. The
Congress’ contention has got a
boost after the Karnataka win
where it emphatically beat BJP
in a direct contest.

The JD(U), RJD and the
Congress are in a coalition
Government in Bihar and the
three parties have been in talks
to bring other Opposition par-
ties together on a common

platform in their fight against
the BJP. After Nitish-Kharge-
Rahul meeting, the Congress
asserted that a “vast majority”
of non-BJP parties will meet
soon. Briefing about the
Kharge-Nitish meeting,
Congress general secretary
(organisation) KC venugopal
informed the media that the
venue and date of the expect-
ed meeting will be announced
in a day or two.

Continued on Page 2
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In a rare recognition for a
non-resident, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Monday
was conferred with the highest
honours of Papua New Guinea
(PNG) and Fiji. In a special cer-
emony at the Government
House, Sir Bob Dadae,
Governor-General of PNG,
conferred Modi with the Grand
Companion of the Order of
Logohu (GCL). The Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) said

in a statement, “This is highest
civilian award in country and
recipients of award are titled
“Chief ”. “Unprecedented hon-
our for India as Papua New
Guinea confers their highest
award to PM Modi,” the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) said. 

The GCL was conferred on
Modi for championing the
cause of unity of Pacific Island
countries and spearheading
the cause of Global South.
Very few non-residents of PNG
have received this award,
including former US President
Bill Clinton. Contd on Page2
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In fresh violence in Manipur,
two houses were torched by a

mob in Imphal East district after
two armed miscreants forced
people to shut their shops on
Monday afternoon, police offi-
cials said. However, no casual-
ty was reported due to the
arson.                The mob also
beat up one of the miscreants
while the other managed to flee.
The two were taken into cus-
tody.

Armymen deployed in the
area who rushed to the scene
used force and fired teargas
shells to disperse the mob result-
ing in minor injuries to a few
people. Residents of the area
protested the incident by burn-
ing tyres on the road. Following
the incident, curfew hours in
Imphal East district which had

earlier been relaxed were tight-
ened. Meanwhile, an official said
on Monday that over 7,500
people have fled to Mizoram
from violence-hit  Manipur. A
total of 7,527 ethnic Zos, known
as Kukis in Manipur, have
crossed over to Mizoram till 5
PM on Monday, he said. 

The official said they have
taken shelter in eight districts of
the state. Kolasib has the high-
est number of displaced people
at 2,685, followed by Aizawl
(2,386) and Saitual (2,153), the
official said. 

A total of 164 people have
taken shelter in Champhai dis-
trict, 36 in Khawzawl district, 27
in Serchhip district, 19 in Mamit
district and 57 in Lunglei dis-
trict, he said.

The resurgence in violence
resulted in the State
Government shortening the
curfew relaxation and now the
curfew will remain in place
from 6 AM to 2 PM from the
earlier 6 AM to 4 PM. The
Manipur Government also
issued a notification soon after
the incident extending the sus-
pension of internet services in

the State for another five days till
May 26. Internet services were
switched off three weeks ago
after ethnic clashes erupted in
a bid by the Manipur
Government to stop rumours
and misinformation being
spread using the Internet which
could result in a spiral of retal-
iatory violence.

Interestingly, Mizoram
Chief Minister Zoramthanga
said on Monday that the unifi-
cation of all ethnic Zo tribes in
India, and bringing them under
one administrative unit was
one of the main objectives of the
founders of his Mizo National
Front (MNF).

Zoramthanga’s statement
came close on the heels of the
demand made by 10 Kuki
MLAs of Manipur for a separate
administration for the hill areas
in their State.

The unification of Zo
inhabited areas of States in the
neighbourhood of Mizoram to
form one administrative unit —
‘Greater Mizoram’ — was one of
the demands of MNF,
Zoramthanga told party work-
ers. Continued on Page 2
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In a shocking
incident, 32-

year-old televi-
sion actor and
model Aditya
Singh Rajput of MTV’s
‘Splitsvilla – 9’ and ‘Bad Boys’
fame was found dead in the
bathroom of his Oshiwari res-
idence in north-west Mumbai
on Monday afternoon.Aditya
— who had hours before his
death been seen enjoying him-
self at a bar with his friends —
was found in an unconscious
state in his bathroom by a
friend who rushed him to a
nearby hospital where he was
declared dead by doctors upon
his arrival at hospital.

Continued on Page 2
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After the Karnataka poll
reverses, the BJP’s top boss-

es have started reviewing their
strategy vis-à-vis Rajasthan
Assembly elections and the
“rise” of  Arjun Meghwal, a
Dalit face, is being seen as an
“early  signal”  to the factional
groups in the State jostling for
the leadership. 

Meghwal’s holding the key
Law Ministry is a direct mes-
sage to the voters in 34
Scheduled Castes seats and 25
Scheduled Tribe seats in the
State  where Assembly polls  are
due in November-December
this year.

The BJP may have a deci-
sive advantage in Rajasthan if
it could set its house in order
and settle the leadership issue
in the State which is currently
divided in pro and anti-
Vasundhara Raje camps . Raje,
70,  the former Chief Minister,
wants to be projected as the
chief ministerial face to which

there is, yet,  no consensus in
the central leadership. In
March, the BJP appointed
Chittorgarh MP CP Joshi, a
Brahmin, as a new State pres-
ident replacing Satish Poonia,
belonging to the anti-Raje
camp.

Before that the BJP central
leadership appointed Leader of
Opposition (LoP) in Rajasthan
Assembly Gulab Chand Kataria
as Governor of Assam and
replaced him with Churu MLA
Rajendra Singh Rathore, a
Rajput, as new LoP in the
Rajasthan Assembly.

Rathore was earlier known
to be a follower of the Raje
camp in Rajasthan but recent-
ly seemed to be treading the
middle path. Handing over
charge of the Law Ministry to
Meghwal is being viewed as a
tactical move to promote a
Dalit face and woo the back-
ward voters as also to caution
BJP ‘factions’  to fall in line or
be prepared to accept ‘new
leaders’. Continued on Page 2
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On the final leg of his three-
nation tour, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
arrived in Sydney on Monday
evening.  He is scheduled to
hold bilateral ties with his
counterpart Anthony Albanese
besides meeting CEOs of var-
ious companies and attend a
reception by the Indian dias-
pora. Continued on Page 2

����������
���	�����

����	�
������������	
���������������������	��������	�	����	
���� ���!"#
$�%�	���&���	
��!��%�����	
�'�	
�(�	
������
�)�
���'� �$*

$�
�������
�	
�
��������
�������������
�����	�
�

�	����+�	�,�)	
	����-		����%����	
�������	��+�
����������	��
�)���	����%

��������
��+�
����������������%��!�
��	��%�	
�������	
�'�	
�-���.���	'��

)�
���� �$*

� �7&����)�����
�<0�$ &�,� �����2�''
0� �� 7�����*��'�&$'
�� -������ �� ��-���
1$ �0,��$+�������7(

 !������	������
"#$%�!�������&���
�������	��	��'(
&�)��	���������

B���$�'+
�� ��� �$0�*��%30�)	-$�'+1�� ��� ����)������

�$���/��+ �)�*++ 
''�� !C!
D�����7�0�$�&���<��$�����11'�0$*'��


7*'����-�E��)��
���������/#��� ���
���������������

���/������
�� /�����������
�������� ����������4�5������

�',�-�$'#�.�/012
���������	
������������������ �����������������	������������� !���"#$���

��(�����
3��%���������4+3�454+6�������/4��+

�
*��+,�-

E��������������/�����
#�����!=�/�������

��
�
���.
�EE�/�4������������E

����
���/�

���������	�
�����
�

�
���/��#0

�����E�����������������4����
����4��/����/������

� ��$&�$)30�)	-$�'+1�� ���	

������ 	
������
������������
��� �����
����
������


!"#������	�����,,

���������	����
���

�
����������������

�)�-���
����)��	���	
����
�%�����	���	�	����	�������
�%��/����+����
	�

�,����0������,��	�	�����	�	��)�(		��
	��%�%���	
�����)������� �$*



������������������ ���� !"#�!$!" 	
��	���

�������	
��	��������	�	�
�����
	���
�	���	
��	��	��
��	��	����	��������	�����	�����	���
�	 �
!
��	"#$�  
�
���	%�
�	&
�
�	�
�'�	��!	(����)���	��*� �����+	���),����,--�	��������
����	.�����+	/)0��	%�����	1�	�.2($�	3
��
�	 ���	�
'
�)*��0���	4���	�����+	��*�),"566�� 
��	�����)
��	
�	7
'�
�	��
8
��
�	����	()*���	*��	%�����)10�	����
	94���:�	.�����
���'	;<�����=�	;�����+	>�?
�	��
8
��	%��'��	$2@	%4@�A$@3;	��	� *���	;
��+	�
�����
�	�����+	���	B���+	���
�	C	$����

�	%����+	 
�'
����	C	�����
��		�����
�	+	��
?��
���	���8��!	.�����+	,��	/�����	%
�
�
	%������'	�������
/
�D

�	@�
��	���8��!)**1	��1�	E���������+	�-**)*0,1,,0�	*0,1,,,�	*0,1,,-�

��������	
�
�	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������	��	��	�������	��	��	��	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��	�
�����������	���	��
�����
	��	����	��	��	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�
���� 
�	�
���	����	!
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
"�
��
�	��	�
���	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����	��	��	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���

�
��������	��	��	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	#�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��	
����

	��	��
	$���

�	%����&�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	���
	�	��
	���
����
��	��	��
	��������	'	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	����
"�
��
�	���	�����
�	�������(�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

From Page 1 
It was raised during the

peace talks with the Centre,
which stated that it could be
done under Article 3 of the
Constitution, he claimed. He,
however, said that Mizoram
cannot directly interfere in the
internal affairs of Manipur. 

‘That initiative should be
taken by our kindred brothers
in Manipur as the issue of uni-
fication of Chin-Kuki-Mizo-
Hmar-Zomo tribes should not
be imposed,’ he said.  

Mizoram shares a 95-km-
long border with Manipur. The
hill areas of Manipur adjoining
Mizoram are inhabited by
Kukis, who share ethnic and
cultural ties with the Mizos.
The violence broke out in
Manipur on May 3 after a
‘Tribal Solidarity March’ was

organised in the ten hill districts
of the state to protest against the
Meitei community’s demand
for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.

Meiteis account for about
53 per cent of Manipur’s popu-
lation and live mostly in the
Imphal valley.

Tribals — Nagas and Kukis
— constitute another 40 per
cent of the population and live
in the hill districts. The ethnic
clashes claimed over 70 lives and
some 10,000 army and para-
military personnel had to be
deployed to bring back nor-
malcy in the northeastern State
even as the internally displaced
people from the State are lodged
in temporary relief camps, while
many others have been given
shelter by their relatives in
neighbouring States and around
the country.
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Incidentally, Albanese and

Modi met in Hiroshima over
the weekend and participated
in the Quad summit there.  US
President Joe Biden and
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida were the other two

heads of State who participat-
ed in the summit.  All these
leaders also attended the G-7
hosted by Japan. Modi is visit-
ing Australia from May 22-24
as a guest of the Australian
Government. Ahead of Modi’s
arrival, Prime Minister
Albanese said in a statement, ‘I
am honoured to host Prime
Minister Modi for an official
visit to Australia, after receiv-
ing an extremely warm wel-
come in India earlier this year.’

‘Australia and India share a
commitment to a stable, secure
and prosperous Indo-Pacific.
Together we have an important
role to play in supporting this
vision,’ he said, amidst China’s
aggressive behaviour in the
region as well as its efforts to
expand its influence.Prime
Minister Modi has also said
that he was looking forward to
his meeting with Albanese on
May 24.

During the visit, the Prime
Ministers will attend a com-
munity event in Sydney to cel-
ebrate Australia’s dynamic and
diverse Indian diaspora, ‘a core
part of our multicultural com-
munity’, the Australian gov-
ernment said in a statement.

�������$�%���������&���������������'�
���������

From Page 1 
Modi also underlined the

importance of a free and open
Indo-Pacific for the Pacific
Island nations and said India
respects the sovereignty and
integrity of all countries.

‘India respects your pri-
orities. It feels proud to be your
development partner. Whether
it’s humanitarian assistance or
your development, you can
count India as a reliable part-
ner. Our perspective is based
on human values,’ he said.
Modi’s comments at the FIPIC
summit in this capital city of
Papua New Guinea came amid
China’s aggressive behaviour in
the region as well as its efforts
to expand influence in the
Pacific island nations.
Explaining India’s priorities for
the island nations, Modi said:

‘For me, you are not small
island states, but large ocean
countries. It is this vast ocean
that connects India with all of
you. Indian philosophy has
always viewed the world as one
family.’  

He also announced a series
of new development initiatives
by India in the areas of health-
care and cyberspace including
establishing a super-specialty
cardiology hospital in Fiji,
assistance in setting up of dial-
ysis units in all 14 Pacific
island countries as well as sea
ambulances for the countries.

Modi also announced
bringing Jan Aushadhi Centers
to the island nations for ensur-
ing medicines at affordable
prices besides a project for the
development of the small and
medium enterprise sector in

every Pacific Island country. To
address the water scarcity issue,
Modi pledged to provide
desalination units for the peo-
ple of every Pacific Island
country. In his address, he said
the world has gone through a
difficult period of Covid-19
pandemic and many other
challenges and their impact has
been felt mostly by the coun-
tries of the Global South. 

‘Climate change, natural
disasters, hunger, poverty, and
various health-related chal-
lenges were already prevalent.
Now, new issues are emerging.
Barriers are arising in the sup-
ply chains of food, fuel, fertil-
izer, and pharmaceuticals,’ he
said.

The prime minister also
reaffirmed India’s strong sup-
port for a free, open and inclu-
sive Indo-Pacific.  ‘We share
your belief in multilateralism.
We support a free, open, and
inclusive Indo-Pacific. We
respect the sovereignty and
integrity of all countries,’ he

said. Modi said the ‘voice of the
Global South’ should also res-
onate strongly in the UN
Security Council. ‘For this,
reform of the international
institutions — should be our
shared priority.’

‘I had discussions with
Australia, the US and Japan in
Hiroshima as part of the Quad.
This dialogue has a special
focus on the Indo-Pacific
region. In the Quad meeting,
we have taken decision to
establish the Radio Access
Network (RAN) in Palau,’ he
said.   

‘In a plurilateral format, we
will enhance partnership with
Pacific Island countries,’ Modi
said. Modi conveyed to the
Pacific Island nations that India
is ready to share its capabilities
and experiences with them
‘without any hesitation’.

‘Whether it’s digital tech-
nology or space technology;
whether it’s health security or
food security; whether it’s cli-
mate change or environmental
conservation; we are with you
in every way,’ he said. The
prime minister also highlight-
ed India’s priorities under its
G20 presidency. ‘The theme of
our ongoing G-20 Presidency
this year, ‘One Earth, One
Family, One Future,’ is also
based on this ideology,’ he said.

‘This year, in January, we
organised the ‘Voice of Global
South Summit, in which your
representatives participated and
shared their thoughts,’ he said.
‘I congratulate you for that.
India considers it a responsi-
bility to bring the issues, expec-
tations and aspirations of the
Global South to the attention of
the world through the G-20
platform,’ he added. 
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Later they were escorted to

their hotels in tight security
cover. The colors of peace, pros-
perity and happiness were
spread in and around the venue
of the event to create a stimu-
lating environment for free-
wheeling exchange of ideas
among the delegates and the
special invitees.

While participating in a
panel discussion titled ‘Film
Tourism for Economic Growth
and Cultural Preservation’
famous film star Ram Charan,
who became a global icon after
the success of director SS
Rajamouli’s blockbuster ‘RRR’,
also pitched in support of the
Kashmir valley. Charan said
India is the ideal filming desti-
nation across the globe and
international film-makers can
leverage this.

Kashmir is the ‘coolest’
place to shoot films in India and
it is a surreal feeling to visit the
Valley. ‘It will sound cliche, but
the coolest place to shoot in
India is Kashmir. I am a second
generation actor. My dad has
shot extensively in Kashmir,’ the
actor and son of cinema veter-
an Chiranjeevi said.Charan said

he visited Kashmir for the first
time in 1986 and last shot for a
movie in the Valley in 2016.

‘I have shot in this audito-
rium (SKICC) in 2016. So, vis-
iting Kashmir in Sumner feels
like an achievement for me. This
is such a surreal feeling. It has
been 95 years of existence of the
film industry, (but) it will take
them another 95 years to
explore Kashmir. It is untapped,
it is virgin,’ the Telugu star said,
adding that he would be film-
ing his next two features pre-
dominantly in India. ‘I want to
explore India more. I do not
want to travel abroad for my
next two movies unless the
producer is from
Hollywood.’Ram Charan also
showed off his dance moves on
the G20 stage at the end of the
discussion.

He taught the hook step of
his Oscar-winning song ‘Naatu
Naatu’ to Korean Ambassador
to India, Chang Jae-bok. Earlier,
addressing the august gathering
of foreign delegates and special
invitees Amitabh Kant said the
Kashmir Valley has been attract-
ing filmmakers due to its unique
nature, which has something for
everyone.
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‘So there is adequate stock

available and there is no reason
to worry whatsoever. We have
more than sufficient stocks,’ he
said. The Governor also said
that the RBI is sensitive to the
difficulties which may be faced
by people who are on long for-
eign visits or living abroad on
work visas. ‘It will be our
endeavour to address the dif-
ficulties of the people and to
complete the entire process in
a smooth manner,’ he said.

On whether it will impact
India’s currency management
system, Das said, it is very
robust and India’s exchange rate
is among the least volatile
among peer countries vis-a-vis
the dollar.

Indian currency has
remained stable, despite the
crises in the international
financial markets due to the
war in Ukraine, the failure of
certain banks in advanced
economies.  ‘Indian currency
management is very robust
and I just pointed out that the
security features of this new
Mahatma Gandhi series notes
have not been breached. So, the
integrity of our currencies con-
tinues,’ he said. Stressing that
the security features of new

series of Rs 500 and Rs 2,000
notes have been robust and
there has not been any breach,
he said, whatever fake curren-
cy is there in the market, it is
sophisticated photocopy. With
regard to impact on liquidity
management, Das said it will
depend on the demand of the
people. ‘Some of it will get
deposited into bank accounts.
Some of it will be exchanged.
So, what is exchanged across
the counter goes back imme-
diately and what is deposited in
the bank accounts would
depend on the needs of cus-
tomers,’ he said.

So far as liquidity in the
system is concerned, he said,
the RBI monitors the liquidity
in the system on a day to day
basis. ‘Last week we undertook
a variable rate repo auction of
Rs 50,000 crore. It was a vari-
able rate repo auction. We got
bids for Rs 46,400 crore and
that was given to the banking
system,’ he said. Asked about
the rationale behind exchange
of 10 pieces of Rs 2,000 notes,
Das said similar numbers were
allowed in January 2014 also.

Asked about Rs 1,000 rein-
troduction, he said, it is a spec-
ulative question and there is no
such proposal at the moment. 
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TikTok has tried to soothe

Western fears about the
Chinese-owned short video
sharing app’s potential cyber-
security risks with a $1.

The latest order is yet
another twist in a legal battle
that began in 2013 when
Austrian lawyer and privacy
activist Max Schrems filed a
complaint about Facebook’s
handling of his data following
former National Security
Agency contractor Edward
Snowden’s revelations about
US Cybersnooping.

The saga has highlighted
the clash between Washington
and Brussels over the differ-
ences between Europe’s strict
view on data privacy and the
comparatively lax regime in the
U.S., which lacks a federal pri-
vacy law.

An agreement covering
EU-U.S. Data transfers known
as the Privacy Shield was struck
down in 2020 by the EU’s top
court, which said it didn’t do
enough to protect residents
from the U.S. Government’s
electronic prying. That left
another tool to govern data
transfers — stock legal con-
tracts. 
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The JD(U) has been keen

on holding the meeting in
Patna while sources in the
Congress had earlier indicated
that Kharge would be taking
the lead and meeting top lead-
ers of various Opposition par-
ties.

‘The country will be unit-
ed now. The strength of
democracy is our message.
Rahul and myself discussed the
current political situation with
Nitish today and took forward
the process of giving a new
direction to the country,’
Kharge said in a tweet message. 

Nitish was accompanied by
his JD(U) president Lalan
Singh.

After holding meeting with
Kharge last month, Nitish has
met leaders of a host of region-
al parties in his bid to bring
them together on one platform
with the Congress to take on
the BJP in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls.

A day earlier Nitish met
AAP convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Sunday at his residence and
extended ‘complete support’
to him in the ongoing face-off
with the Centre over the con-
trol of administrative services.
AAP had said this is a ‘time for

agni pariksha’ for Opposition
parties, and they should come
together if they want to save the
country’s democracy and
Constitution.

Significantly, Nitish,
Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Yadav, Jharkhand CM
Hemant Soren, Nationalist
Congress Party president
Sharad Pawar, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin and
National Conference president
Farooq Abdullah attended the
swearing-in ceremony of
Siddaramaiah as the Karnataka
Chief Minister on Saturday, in
a show of Opposition unity.

Some regional leaders,
including Kejriwal and
Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao, were not
invited to the ceremony. Nitish,
however, has been trying to
bring them on board as well.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
hailed his Bihar counterpart
and exuded confidence that the
latter will succeed in uniting
Opposition parties.’He (Nitish)
had met Kharge (Congress
president) in Bengaluru with
other national leaders. Luckily
I was seated beside Nitish. We
had a lengthy discussion about
his efforts (to unite the oppo-
sition). I believe he will succeed

in his endeavour,’ the
Chhattisgarh CM said. The
AAP’s appeal to the Opposition
parties comes ahead of
Kejriwal’s plan to reach out to
each of them to seek their sup-
port, starting with his West
Bengal counterpart and TMC
chief Mamata Banerjee in
Kolkata on Tuesday.

‘All Opposition parties
should come together against
the Ordinance. This is time for
agni pariksha (trial by fire).
There is Emergency in the
country. There is no democra-
cy left in the country,’ AAP
Rajya Sabha MP and national
spokesperson Sanjay Singh
said.

The Congress will also
have to decide if it stands in
favour of India’s democracy
and federal structure or against
them, Singh said, when asked
if Kejriwal will reach out to the
grand old party.

The AAP is locked in bit-
ter tussle with the BJP-led
Centre since the Union
Government promulgated an
Ordinance on Friday to create
a National Capital Civil Service
Authority which will handle
the transfer of IAS and DAN-
ICS cadre officers and also
matters of disciplinary pro-
ceedings against them. 
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Aditya was living in a

shared apartment on the 11th
floor of the Lashkaria Heights
building at upmarket Oshiwara
area.Though the exact cause
was not immediately known,
preliminary reports suggested
that he might have died
because of drug overdose.

On their part, the
Oshiwara police has registered
an accidental death report
(ADR). The body has been sent
to the nearby Cooper Hospital
for an autopsy. The report is
awaited. Born in Uttarakhand
on August 19, 1990 and
brought up in New Delhi,
Aditya entered the film and
entertainment industry at the
age of 17 years.

Apart from acting in films
like ‘Krantiveer’, ‘Adi King’,
‘Lovers’ and ‘Maine Gandhi Ko
Nahin Mara’, he worked as
model for several products
and participated in ‘MTV
Splitsvilla- 9’. He was also part
of television shows like ‘Love’,
‘Ashiqui’, ‘Code Red’, ‘Aawaz
Season 9’, ‘Bad Boy Season 4’,
‘Cambala Investigation Agency’
and others.
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The BJP could exploit  the ‘ris-

ing factional war’ between Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
and his former deputy Sachin Pilot, if it could unite its own State
leaders ahead of the polls.To this end Meghwal  is the ‘third fac-
tor’ which may be used  by the BJP top leadership to  rein-in
the warring factions in the poll-bound State.   Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes account for 31 per cent of the population
and form a huge vote base in the desert State and may swing elec-
tions to either side.
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This comes immediately

after Fiji’s Prime Minister
Sitiveni Rabuka conferred the
country’s highest award to
Modi. ‘Big Honour for India. 

Prime Minister Modi has
been conferred the highest hon-
our of Fiji by the PM of Fiji:
Companion of the Order of Fiji
in recognition of his global
leadership. Only a handful of
Non-Fijians have received this
honour to date,’ the PMO said.

Prime Minister Modi dedicat-
ed the honour to the people of
India and to the generations of
the Fiji-Indian community, who
have played a key role in the
special and enduring bond
between the two countries, the
MEA said on Twitter. 

‘Humbled by the gesture of
Papua New Guinea of confer-
ring me with the Companion of
the Order of Logohu. Gratitude
to Governor General Sir Bob
Dadae for presenting the award.

This is a great recognition of
India and the accomplishments
of our people,’ the Prime
Minister tweeted. ‘An honour
emblematic of the depth of
India-Papua New Guinea rela-
tionship,’ the MEA tweeted.  

‘Grateful to the people and
Government of Fiji for confer-
ring the Companion of the
Order of Fiji on me. I thank PM
@slrabuka for presenting the
award. It is an honour for the
people of India and a recogni-

tion of the strong ties between
India and Fiji,’ the Prime
Minister tweeted. Modi also
held a ‘wonderful meeting’ with
President Surangel S Whipps, Jr
of the Republic of Palau on the
sidelines of FIPIC Summit.
Whipps presented Modi with an
Ebakl, one of most important
tools for people of Palau. Ebaki
has a strong link with local cul-
ture. It also symbolises leader-
ship and wisdom, the MEA said
on Twitter. 
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New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court on Monday issued notice
to the British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) on a plea by
an NGO seeking damages,
claiming its documentary ‘India:
The Modi Question’ casts a slur
on the reputation of India and
makes false and defamatory
imputations against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the
Indian judiciary.

Besides BBC (UK), Justice
Sachin Datta also issued notice
to BBC (India) on the plea filed
by Gujarat-based NGO Justice
On Trial. The plea said BBC
(UK) is the national broadcast-
er of the United Kingdom and
has released the news docu-
mentary — ‘India: The Modi
Question’ — which has two
episodes and BBC (India) is its
local operations office. It said the
two episodes have been pub-
lished in January 2023.

The petitioner has sought
damages of Rs 10,000 crore in
favour of NGO and against
defendants on account of ‘loss of
reputation and goodwill caused
to Prime Minister of India, the
Government of India, the
Government of State of Gujarat
as it was during period of
Gujarat Riots, and also people of
India’. SR
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The Gujarat Anti Terrorist
Squad (ATS) has busted an

Al-Qaeda module and arrest-
ed four members who hail
from Bangladesh but have been
living illegally in Ahmedabad,
an official said on Monday.

The preliminary investiga-
tion has revealed that the four
members of the proscribed
terror outfit were trained by
their handlers based in
Bangladesh before the quartet
was sent to India. 

They were tasked with rais-
ing funds for Al-Qaeda’s illegal
activities, radicalising local
youths and persuading them to
join the terror outfit, said
Deputy Inspector General,
Gujarat ATS, Deepan Bhadran.

They were arrested from
different parts of Ahmedabad
under the relevant sections of
the Indian Penal Code and sec-
tions 38, 39 and 40 of the
Unlawful Activities

(Prevention) Act (UAPA),
Bhadran told reporters at the
ATS headquarters. The four
alleged members of Al-Qaeda
are identified as - Mohammad
Sojib, Munna Khalid Ansari,
Azharul Islam Ansari and
Mominul Ansari.

‘Based on a specific tip-off,
we first picked up Sojib, who
used to live in the Rakhial area
of Ahmedabad, for question-
ing. Sojib told us that he and
three others are part of Al-
Qaeda’s network and were tak-
ing instructions from their
Bangladesh-based handler
Shariful Islam. 

Through Islam, these
youths met one Shayba, head of
Al-Qaeda’s operations in
Bangladesh’s Mymensingh dis-
trict,’said Bhadran.

The ATS subsequently
nabbed Munna, Azharul, and
Mominul from the Narol area
of the city, where they were
working in factories by posing
as Indian citizens. 
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The national Capital reeled
under the blistering heat-

wave on Monday as the maxi-
mum temperature breaching
the 46-degree mark on
Monday, straining power grids
and posing challenges to out-
door labourers, homeless peo-
ple and animals.

According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD),  north Indian states
including south Haryana,
Delhi south Uttar Pradesh
north Madhya Pradesh
Jharkhand, Bihar, and West
Bengal continued to reel from
heatwave conditions on
Monday, prompting it  to issue
a heatwave warning. The IMD
predicted that similar condi-
tions would continue until
rains bring some relief from
Wednesday onwards.

The Safdarjung

Observatory, Delhi’s primary
weather station, recorded a
maximum temperature of 43.7
degrees Celsius — four notch-
es above normal and the max-
imum so far this year. 

The mercury soared to
46.2 degrees Celsius at
Najafgarh, making it the hottest
place in the capital.

Narela (45.3 degrees
Celsius), Pitampura (45.8
degrees Celsius) and Pusa (45.8
degrees Celsius) also recorded
heatwave conditions.

The threshold for a heat-
wave is met when the maxi-
mum temperature of a station
reaches at least 40 degrees
Celsius in the plains, at least 37
degrees Celsius in coastal areas,
and at least 30 degrees Celsius
in hilly regions, and the depar-
ture from normal is at least 4.5
degrees Celsius.

The IMD said a western
disturbance active over the
western Himalayan region
will bring rain, hailstorm and
gusty winds in the north-

western plains starting
Wednesday. The weather body
said that thunder squalls and
strong gusty winds can be
expected over Uttarakhand
on May 24-25 and over
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh,
and Delhi on Wednesday. As
a result, the maximum tem-
perature will drop to 36
degrees Celsius by Thursday.
It also said that regions sur-
rounding Jammu and
Kashmir,  Ladakh and
Himachal Pradesh will witness
heavy rainfall tomorrow and
the day after while Punjab on
Tuesday. 

Additionally, Himachal is
set to see hail storms tomor-
row, while it will follow in
Haryana on Tuesday. Earlier
this month, the Met office had
predicted below-normal max-
imum temperatures and fewer
heatwave days in northwest
India in May. 

The blistering heat saw the
peak power demand in Delhi
rise to 6,532 MW around 3:30
pm. It was 6,011 MW around
11:30 pm on Sunday, officials
said.
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) will undertake a

door-to-door campaign before
holding a rally at Delhi’s
Ramlila Maidan on June 11 to
mobilise public opinion against
the ordinance issued last week
to restore to the Union
Government the power over
“services” in the national
Capital.

AAP’s Delhi convener,
Gopal Rai, said the door to
door campaign will run paral-
lel to the party’s efforts to
defeat the ordinance when it is
presented for approval in Rajya
Sabha. “On June 11, the people
of Delhi will gather for a ‘maha
rally’ at Ramlila Maidan against
this ordinance,” he said. He also
appealed to people to join the
rally at Ramlila Maidan.

“The BJP has a majority in
Lok Sabha. The chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal has said that
we will contact all opposition
parties to defeat the bill in
Rajya Sabha. This ordinance

shows that the Centre will
impose “dictatorial decisions”
like this on the country, Rai
said at a press conference.

“This black ordinance has
made it clear that the BJP-led
Centre will impose dictatorial
decisions like this on the coun-
try. Therefore, the AAP has
decided to launch a campaign
against it along with the peo-
ple of Delhi.

“The AAP firmly believes
that such measures undermine
the principles of democracy
and infringe upon the rights
and powers of the people. He
also raised concerns over the
current support extended by

the Congress Party to an
encroachment upon the pow-
ers vested in the people,”  Rai
said.

Rai expressing his anger
said, “The people of Delhi
have been fighting since
Madanlal Khurana’s time to
make Delhi a full-fledged state.
Now the BJP says that they will
not let Delhi remain half or
even a quarter of the state it is
supposed to be. Now all the
decisions of Delhi will be taken
by the Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi. The black Ordinance
brought by the BJP proves that
Prime Minister Modi is bent on
dictatorship.”
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Hours after jailed ex-Delhi
Minister Satyendar Jain

complained about a spine prob-
lem and was taken to
Safdarjung Hospital, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
tweeted to offer prayers for his
Aam Aadmi Party colleague
and hit out at the ‘oppression’
of the BJP.  

“Jain visited the neuro-
surgery OPD in the morning
and after being examined by
the doctors there, he left. He
was accompanied by police,”
said a spokesperson of the
Safdarjung Hospital. 

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal wished his
former cabinet colleague a
speedy recovery.  “I pray to god
for his better health. The peo-
ple of Delhi are watching the
arrogance and atrocities of the
BJP. Even god will not forgive
these oppressors. In this strug-

gle, the people are with us and
god is by our side. We are fol-
lowers of Bhagat Singh and our
fight against oppression, injus-
tice and dictatorship will con-
tinue,” he tweeted in Hindi.

Giving updates on his
health, the AAP in a statement
said, “Former Delhi Minister
Satyendar Jain rushed to
Safdarjung Hospital after his
health deteriorates severely in
Jail. Jain was taken to
Safdarjung Hospital due to a
rapidly deteriorating spinal
condition, resulting from a fall

in Jail, requiring immediately
spinal surgery.”

Jain has become extreme-
ly frail and weak and finds it
difficult to even walk. He looks
like a living skeleton in pictures
taken in hospital, the AAP
said.

“Due to his religious
beliefs, Satyendar Jain has not
consumed a single grain since
the last one year, he is living
only on fruits and raw vegeta-
bles in jail Suffering from
severe muscular loss, Satyendar
Jain has also lost 35 kg while in

prison due to muscular atro-
phy,” it said. 

Suffering from sleep apnea,
he sleeps at night with the assis-
tance of a BiPAP machine
which continuously pushes air
into his lungs, it further
claimed.

In a related development,
the Supreme Court Monday
said it will hear on May 26 the
petition of ain seeking bail in
a money laundering case being
probed by the Enforcement
Directorate. A bench of Justices
Aniruddha Bose and Sanjay
Karol agreed to list the matter
for hearing on May 26, after
senior advocate Abhishek
Singhvi, appearing for Jain,
sought urgent listing of the plea
on health grounds.

Lodged at Delhi’s Tihar
Jail since his arrest in connec-
tion with a money laundering
case last year, Jain was taken to
the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Hospital on Saturday.
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After Minto Road, the railway
underpass at Pul

Prahladpur in southeast Delhi,
infamous for going under water
every monsoon till about a year
ago, has been removed from the
list of waterlogging hotspots. 

The underpass — a crucial
link between south and south-
east Delhi — was among the
Public Works department’s
(PWD) seven critical waterlog-
ging points. It would have to be
shut for vehicular movement
every monsoon, leading to traf-
fic snarls.

According to Public Works
Department (PWD) officials,   it
gained notoriety over the years
with incidents of people drown-
ing in the waterlogged under-
pass coming to light. The most
recent incident was in May last
year when a man’s body was
pulled out from the inundated
underpass.

Officials said  waterlogging

has plagued the site for nearly
20-25 years but the situation was
aggravated over the last 10-15
years.  Explaining the reason
behind the worsening condi-
tion, he pointed to the presence
of a Delhi Jal Board sewage
pumping station at Khanpur.
During monsoons, all the
sewage from the drain would
overflow onto the roads, lead-
ing to waterlogging.

“The old pump house was
a few metres away from the
main road and by the time the
water would reach the pump
house through the pipes, the sit-
uation would have already spi-

ralled out of control,” they said.
Speaking about the inter-

ventions made at the site,  offi-
cials said a huge sump with 7.5-
lakh-litre capacity was con-
structed and a separate pipeline
laid to discharge the storm
water into a nearby Municipal
Corporation of Delhi drain.

“A permanent pump house
having six motors with a capac-
ity of 100 horsepower each has
been set up to drain out the
water and clear the underpass.
There is space for future expan-
sion and two more pumps can
be installed if the need arises,”
officials said.
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The Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) has pro-

hibited the use of acid to clean
civic body-run toilets, days
after the Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) issued a
notice to the MCD commis-
sioner, flagging its potential
risks. 

The development follows
over a month after DCW chief
Swati Maliwal’s inspection of a
public toilet in Daryaganj area,
where 50 litres of acid were
found kept in the open. An
MCD notification released on
Friday stated agencies trusted
with maintaining public toilets
must ensure an alternative toi-
let cleaning material is used in
place of acid.

The MCD cited the
Supreme Court order of 2013
that prohibited the over-the-

counter sale of acid across
India in the wake of raising
incidents of acid attack.

“So, the provision for
penalty for not using acid for
cleaning purpose of toilet is,
hereby, abolished/repealed
from the contract. The
agency/operator shall use alter-
nate toilet cleaning material in
place of acid. Violation of the
instruction will attract penal-
ty including confiscation of
acid from the premises,” the
MCD order read.

The civic body directed all
officers, field staffers and agen-
cies concerned to ensure that
“acid shall not be used for any
cleaning purpose of toilets and
public conveniences”.

On April 6, the DCW
inspected an MCD-run toilet
for women near the G B Pant
Hospital in Daryaganj and
found a 50-litre canister con-
taining acid.   The panel was
informed by the sanitation
staff that acid is purchased
every month to clean toilets.

���&&�!���!��!�� ���������

In the wake of incidents com-
promising the safety of stu-

dents in all-women colleges,
the Delhi University has recon-
stituted a committee to
strengthen the safety and secu-
rity of female students and
employees on the campus.   

The six-member commit-
tee will be headed by universi-
ty proctor Rajni Abbi. Besides
Abbi, the other members of the
committee are Law Centre II’s
Vageshwari Deswal (member
secretary) and Geeta Sahare
(joint proctor), SRCC’s Malika
Kumar, assistant registrar
Girish Kumar and advocate
Niyati Sharma.

Abbi said the committee
has been reconstituted after
harassment incidents were
reported during cultural festi-
vals at colleges.  “The univer-
sity felt the need to have a spe-
cific committee to look into the

issues of female safety. The
committee that was formed
after these incidents created
generalised guidelines. But it
was not specific to the safety of
girl students,” she said.

As per a notification issued
on May 8, the university said,
“The competent authority of
the university has re-consti-
tuted a committee on women
safety and security to strength-
en the safety and security of
female students and employees
of the university.”  Last month,
the varsity issued a 17-point
advisory to colleges and
departments for holding pro-
grammes, events and fests in
which it was enunciated that

the responsibility for events will
lie with colleges, and depart-
ment authorities and the col-
lege concerned will be solely
responsible for any “untoward
incident”.

The guidelines were pre-
pared in the wake of several all-
women colleges witnessing
harassment incidents during
cultural festivals.  Students of
the varsity’s Indraprastha
College for Women (IPCW)
alleged that they were harassed
by “unknown” men during a
fest on March 28. The incident
led to widespread protests by
students who demanded the
resignation of the college prin-
cipal.

A similar incident in
Miranda House was reported
in October 2022 where sever-
al men allegedly climbed the
college walls and gates to wit-
ness an open Diwali fest on the
campus, and indulged in “cat-
calling and sexist sloganeering”.
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The Delhi government is
organising a special sum-

mer camp for government
school students at Indraprastha
Institute of Technology Delhi
(IIITD) from May 23 to June
18.

This is the seventh year of
the special summer camp held
at IIIT Delhi, which was inau-
gurated by the Higher
Education Minister Atishi on
Monday.   Since 2016, the
camp has been organised by the
institute every year. Children
from nearby schools of the
Delhi government participate
in this camp, with nearly 250
children from schools near
Kalkaji, Harkesh Nagar,
Tughlakabad, and other areas
take part this year.

Addressing the children,
Atishi said, “This special sum-
mer camp is going to be an
exciting journey for the stu-
dents. Right from day one,

they will learn something new
every day. They will learn to
work in teams and respect
each other. What they learn
here will help them tackle the
challenges of everyday life and
give them the confidence to
utilize their skills for self-
improvement.”

She also highlighted that
this special summer camp is
part of the vision of former
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia. Under his guidance,
IIITD has been organising this
summer camp since 2016. The
camp aims to help children
understand that education is
not limited to the classroom
and textbooks alone, allowing
them to explore the world out-
side and learn new things.
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The AAP government
organised an exhibition on

Monday in memory of the
great heroes of the first Indian
freedom struggle ‘Revolution of
1857’. Delhi’s General
Administration Minister Gopal
Rai inaugurated the exhibi-
tion which will continue from
May 22 to June 2 at the Delhi
Secretariat.

Freedom fighter R
Madhavan was also felicitated
during the programme.

Rai said, “The contribution
of our compatriots in the free-
dom movement is praisewor-
thy as they relentlessly fought
against the British regime and
secured India’s independence.”

“It is owing to the selfless
sacrifices of numerous freedom
fighters that we are able to
breathe in an atmosphere of
freedom today, ensuring a lib-

erated future for generations to
come. With the commemora-
tion of these fighters, our gov-
ernment has organized this
exhibition,” he added.

He further said, “The
uprising of 1857 played a sig-
nificant role in India’s fight for
independence. The events that
took place in Delhi during
this time gained widespread
attention from the public. Even
though the British may have

suppressed the revolution of
1857 through their power and
established regulations, the
revolutionary spark ignited
during this period paved the
way for future movements
towards freedom and served as
a source of inspiration for
those fighting for indepen-
dence.

“Today, the main goal of
this exhibition is to highlight all
these incidents.”
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The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the

DDA to halt for a week its
ongoing drive to demolish
over 800 al leged i l legal
dwelling units built on its land
at Vishwas Nagar area of east
Delhi to enable residents to
relocate.

A vacation bench com-
prising justices Aniruddha
Bose and Sanjay Karol, how-
ever, did not find fault with
the orders passed by the sin-
gle and the division benches
of the Delhi High Court per-
mitt ing the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) to go ahead with
removal of the encroach-
ments.

While issuing notice to
the DDA, represented by
lawyer Sunieta Ojha, the
bench said it will consider in
the second week of July the

issue whether the residents,
who are sought to be removed
from their dwelling units, are
entitled for rehabilitation by
the land owning agency either
under the Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board Act or
any other law.

“We are apprised that
demolition work has started
at 8 AM today. So far as the
right of the members of the
petitioner to reside at their
present dwelling place is con-
cerned, we do not interfere
with the Delhi High Court
order.

“On humanitarian con-

siderations, we give them
seven days to vacate respec-
tive premises by May 29, 2023
and then it would be open to
the DDA, with the help of
such agency, to resume their
demolition activities,” the
bench said in its order.

The bench directed the
counsel for the DDA to
inform the authorities during
the day to immediately stall
the demolition drive.  The
order was passed on a petition
filed by some residents of the
Kasturba Nagar area falling
under Vishwas Nagar locali-
ty of east Delhi.

They assail the demoli-
tion notices issued by the
DDA on May 18.  The Delhi
High Court, on March 14, this
year, had refused to stall the
demolition move of the DDA
while agreeing with the plea
of the land owning agency
that  the residents were
encroachers.
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Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) on
Monday opposed before the

Delhi High Court a PIL seek-
ing 10 per cent reservation for
students from economically
weaker section (EWS) in terms
of the 2019 amendment to the
Constitution and said being a
minority institution, it was not
covered under the policy.

In an affidavit filed in
response to the plea, JMI said
as per an office memorandum
issued by the Government of
India in January 2019, EWS
reservation in central educa-
tional institutions is not applic-
able to minority institutions.

“The Government of India
through Ministry of Human
Resource Development,
Department of Higher
Education issued an office
memorandum for reservation

for EWS in Central Educational
Institutions..Dated 17.01.2019
(which said) the ‘above reser-
vation would not be applicable
to the 8 institutions of excel-
lence research
institutions...And to the minor-
ity educational institutions
referred to in clause (1) of arti-
cle 30 of the Constitution’.   “It
is submitted that EWS reser-
vation will not be applicable in
terms of aforesaid office mem-
orandum to the Jamia Millia
Islamia,” the reply filed through
standing counsel Pritish
Sabharwal said.
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Aweek after being divested of
his charge and alleging a

break-in at his office for sus-
pected "tampering of sensitive
files", Special Secretary
(Vigilance) of the Delhi
Government YVVJ Rajasekhar
was reinstated on Monday.

An order issued by the sec-
retary (vigilance) said Rajasekhar
will resume work "as usual" and
all the assistant directors will
maintain the status as on May 10
as far as the work flow in con-
cerned. Rajasekhar was divested
of all his work and files were
taken away from him on the
orders of Vigilance Minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj.

After resuming work,
Rajasekhar issued an order for
preparing an inventory of files,
including the number of pages,
kept at the office of the special
secretary, vigilance and his con-
fidential section.
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A60-year-old woman and
her son died while her

grandson was injured after
their motorcycle was allegedly
hit by a speeding car in north
Delhi's Burari area, police said
on Monday. 

The deceased have been
identified as Shashi and her son
Manoj (24), residents of
Ghaziabad, they said. 

According to police, at
around 11:30 pm on Sunday,
Manoj was riding his motor-
cycle with his mother as a pil-
lion rider and she was holding
her eight-year-old grandson
in her lap. The trio were on
their way to Palam to visit rel-
atives when their bike was hit
by a speeding car when they
were descending from Burari
roundabout flyover towards
Mukundpur, they said.

&���
'���
��	����
�,�����	
���	���
�����	
�����	���
	
��%���	

�/��*$ ��7������$0�-����0'�$ 
0�(�0.�7 ����'����$������/�� ���0�

��
��
�.	��	



	
��	��������������������� ���� !"#�!$!"

����� ���������

Around Rs 200 crore was
spent on salar ies ,

allowances and facilities for
Rajya Sabha MPs over the last
two years with around Rs 63
crore spent on their travel
alone. 

According to an RTI
reply, in 2021-22, in the
aftermath of the coronavirus
pandemic, the exchequer
spent over Rs 97 crore on
Rajya Sabha members.

The amount includes Rs
28.5 crore on domestic trav-
el and Rs 1.28 crore on inter-
national  travel .  Salar ies
amounted to Rs 57.6 crore,
medical bills of Rs 17 lakh and
office expenses of Rs 7.5
crore. It also spent Rs 1.2
crore on information tech-
nology assistance to the MPs.

In the 2021-23, Rs 100
crore was spent in total which
included Rs 33 crore in
domestic and foreign travel
expenses, according to the
reply by Rajya Sabha
Secretariat to a query filed
under the Right to

Information (RTI) Act by
Madhya Pradesh-based
Chander Shekhar Gaur.

The Rajya Sabha
Secretariat has said that dur-
ing 2022-23, Rs 58.5 crore was
spent on the salaries of mem-
bers, while Rs 30.9 crore on
domestic travel and Rs 2.6
crore on foreign travel.

Other expenses include
medical treatment (Rs 65
lakh), Rs 7 crore in office
expenses and Rs 1.5 crore on
IT services.

The Secretariat said that
the expenditure incurred on
former MPs of Rajya Sabha
under account head

“Domestic Travel Expenses”
was Rs 1.7 crore in 2021-22
and Rs 70 lakh for 2022-23.
According to records in 2021,
Rajya Sabha’s productivity
rate was 43 percent in the
Winter Session, 29 per cent in
the Monsoon Session and 90
per cent in the Budget session.

The following year, its
productivity was 94 per cent
during the Winter Session, 42
per cent during the Monsoon
Session and 90 per cent dur-
ing the Budget session. 

This year so far, during
the Budget session its pro-
ductivity reached a low of 24
per cent.
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India and Papua New Guinea
reviewed the whole gamut of

their bilateral ties on Monday
during talks between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
his counterpart James Marape
in Port Moresby, capital of
Papua New Guinea.  The two
leaders also discussed ways to
further augment cooperation in
areas like commerce, technol-
ogy, healthcare and climate
change.

The Prime Minister also
met leaders of other Pacific
Island countries.  Modi, the
first Indian Prime Minister to
visit the country, also reiterat-
ed India’s support and respect
for the priorities and wishes of
the Pacific Island nations.

He also met the island
nation’s Governor-General Bob
Dadae separately and discussed
ways to further strengthen the
bilateral partnership across
multiple sectors.

External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi,
in a tweet, said, “PM Narendra
Modi arrives at the iconic
APEC House located on the
shores of Ela Beach in Port
Moresby. Warmly welcomed by
PM James Marape.”

During his talks with
Marape, Modi thanked his
counterpart for the warm wel-

come and for co-hosting the
third Summit of the Forum for
India-Pacific Islands
Cooperation(FIPIC), the
Ministry of External Affairs
said in a statement.

The FIPIC was launched
during Modi’s visit to Fiji in
2014. The summit took place at
a time when China is making
efforts to enhance its military
and diplomatic influence in the
region.

Both leaders took stock of
their bilateral relations and
discussed ways and means to
further strengthen their part-
nership across various sectors,
including trade and invest-
ment, health, capacity building
and skill development and
Information Technology, it
said.

They also discussed issues
related to climate action and
promoting people-to-people
ties. The Prime Minister reit-
erated India’s support and

respect for the priorities and
wishes of the Pacific Island
nations, the statement said.

“Prime Minister James
Marape and I had very pro-
ductive talks, covering the full
range of bilateral relations
between India and Papua New
Guinea. We discussed ways to
augment cooperation in com-
merce, technology, healthcare
and in addressing climate
change,” Prime Minister Modi
tweeted and posted a photo of
him shaking hands with
Marape.

The two leaders launched
a translation of the Tamil clas-
sic ‘Thirukkural’ to the Tok
Pisin language of Papua New
Guinea. The translated book is
co-authored by linguist Subha
Sasindran and Sasindran
Muthuvel, Governor of West
New Britain Province of Papua
New Guinea. The book has a
foreword by Prime Minister
Marape.
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India and New Zealand
reviewed the entire spec-

trum of their bilateral ties dur-
ing a meeting on Monday
between Prime Minister
Narendra and his counterpart
Chris Hipkins in Port Moresby,
capital of Papua New Guinea.  

They met for the first time
since Hipkins assumed office in
January and the two leaders
agreed to expand cooperation
in various sectors like trade and
commerce, education and
sports.

Modi met Hipkins on the
sidelines of the Forum for
India-Pacific Islands
Cooperation (FIPIC) summit.

“Had an excellent meeting with
New Zealand PM @chriship-
kins and discussed the full
range of India-NZ relations. We
talked about how to improve
commercial and cultural link-
ages between our nations,”
Modi tweeted.

The two leaders discussed
ongoing bilateral cooperation
initiatives and agreed to expand
cooperation in various sectors
including trade and commerce,
education, information tech-
nology, tourism, culture, sports
and people-to-people ties, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said. “Giving fresh impetus to
India-New Zealand relation-
ship. PM @narendramodi met
PM @chrishipkins of New
Zealand in Port Moresby,” the
Ministry of External Affairs
tweeted.
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In its latest report, the  World
Meteorological Organisation

(WMO) said extreme weather
conditions caused 573 disasters
in India between 1970 and
2021 that claimed 1,38,377 lives.
The report said the USA alone
incurred US$1.7 trillion,
accounting for 39 per cent of
economic losses worldwide in
the 51 years. 

But Least Developed
Countries and Small Island
Developing States suffered a dis-
proportionately high cost in
relation to the size of their
economies. Globally, 11,778
reported disasters led to more
than two million deaths and
USD 4.3 trillion in economic
losses during this period.

According to WMO, eco-
nomic losses have soared but
improved early warnings and
coordinated disaster manage-
ment has slashed the human
casualty toll over the past half a
century. Over 90 percent of
reported deaths worldwide
occurred in developing coun-
tries.

Asia reported 3,612 disas-
ters attributable to weather, cli-
mate and water extremes, with
9,84,263 deaths and USD 1.4
trillion in economic losses.
“Between 1970 and 2021, Asia
accounted for 47 per cent of all
reported deaths worldwide, with
tropical cyclones being the lead-
ing cause of reported deaths.
Tropical cyclone Nargis in 2008
led to 1,38,366 deaths,” the
WMO said.

Bangladesh reported the
highest number of human
deaths (5,20,758) in Asia due to
281 events, the data showed.

In India, 573 disasters
reportedly killed 1,38,377 peo-
ple between 1970 and 2021.
India recorded 2,227 human
casualties due to extreme weath-
er events in 2022, according to
the Annual Statement on
Climate of India, issued by the
India Meteorological
Department.

In Africa, 1,839 disasters
caused 7,33,585 deaths and
USD 43 billion in economic
losses. Droughts caused 95 per
cent of the reported deaths.
Tropical cyclone Idai in March
2019 was the costliest event that
occurred in Africa (USD 2.1 bil-
lion). 

The WMO issued the new
findings for the quadrennial
World Meteorological Congress
which opened in Geneva in
Switzerland on Monday with a
high-level dialogue on acceler-
ating and scaling up action to
ensure that early warning ser-
vices reach everyone on earth by
the end of 2027.

The “United Nations Early
Warnings for All initiative” is

one of the top strategic priori-
ties due to be endorsed by the
World Meteorological Congress,
WMO’s top decision-making
body.

The frequency of extreme
weather events such as floods
and heatwaves is projected to
rise manifold in India in the
future due to climate change,
according to a report released by
researchers at the Indian
Institute of Technology,
Gandhinagar, last year.

The study said the risk will
increase significantly under the
warming climate and variabili-
ty in the El Nino-Southern
Oscillation (ENSO) -- a recur-
ring climate pattern involving
changes in the temperature of
waters in the central and east-
ern tropical Pacific Ocean.

Climate change has
increased the instability in the
atmosphere, leading to an
increase in convective activity -
- thunderstorms, lightning and
heavy rain events. Cyclonic
storms in the Bay of Bengal and
the Arabian Sea are also inten-
sifying rapidly and retaining
their intensity for a longer dura-
tion due to global warming,
according to meteorologists.
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Air India and Air India
Express will operate special

flights from Jaipur, Chennai,
Kozhikode and Kannur, carry-
ing around 19,000 pilgrims to
Jeddah and Medina in Saudi
Arabia for hajj 2023. The first
Air India flight for this year’s
Haff took off from Jaipur at
11:05 am and reached at 1:50
pm local time in Medina. 

Air India will operate 46
flights from Jaipur and Chennai
to Medina and Jeddah respec-
tively from May 21 to June 21.
In the second phase, Air India
will bring back pilgrims from
Jeddah and Medina to Jaipur
and Chennai in 43 flights from
July 3 to August 2. 

In the second phase, Air
India will bring back the pil-
grims to Jaipur and Chennai by
operating 43 flights from July
3 to August 2.

As many as 5,871 pilgrims
will fly from Jaipur on 27
flights, while 4,447 pilgrims will
fly from Chennai on 19 flights.
Overall, a total of 10,318 pas-
sengers will be flown by Air
India to Saudi Arabia. 

Air India Express will oper-
ate flights from Kozhikode and
Kannur from June 4 to June 22.
A total of 44 flights will be
operated from Kozhikode to

Jeddah with 6,863 passengers ,
and 13 flights will be flown
from Kannur to Jeddah carry-
ing 1,873 passengers in the first
phase. 

A total of 8236 passengers
will be flown by Air India
Express operating 57 flights
during the first phase.

In the second phase, July 13
to August 2, Air India Express
will fly back the pilgrims from
Medina to Kozhikode and
Kannur.  Air India CEO and
MD Campbell Wilson said the
airline is happy to resume the
annual special flights for the
sacred Haj pilgrimage.

“Air India and Air India
Express will be bringing
Zamzam water on the return
ferry flights to India. 

This will be stored at the
four destinations operated by
them in India, on arrival. The
holy water will be finally hand-
ed over to the pilgrims after
they land back in their home
destinations,” the release said. 
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has

attached assets worth Rs 121
crore of Chhattisgarh IAS offi-
cer Anil Tuteja, Raipur mayor’s
brother Anwar Dhebar and
others in the liquor ‘scam’.

Anwar Dhebar is the elder
brother of Raipur Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar and Tuteja is former
Managing Director of
Chhattisgarh State Marketing
Corporation Ltd. Tuteja is a
2003-batch IAS officer and is
currently posted as the Joint
Secretary in the industry and
commerce department of
Chhattisgarh government.

Besides Dhebar and Tuteja,
properties of Indian Telecom
Service (ITS) service officer
Arunpati Tripathi, Arvind
Singh and Vikas Agrawal were
also attached in the case, the
ED said.

The attached properties
include 14 properties of Tuteja
worth Rs 8.83 crore, 69 prop-
erties of Anwar Dhebar worth
of Rs 98.78 crore, three prop-
erties of of Vikash Agarwal
alias Subbu worth Rs 1.54
crore, 32 properties of of

Arvind Singh worth of Rs.
11.35 crore and one property of
Arunpati Tripathi worth Rs
1.35 crore, the agency said.

The attached properties of
Anwar Dhebar include Hotel
Vennington Court, Raipur
being run under the aegis of his
firm, A DhebarBuildcon.

Earlier, ED had arrested
Anwar Dhebar, Nitesh Purohit,
Trilok Singh Dhillon and Arun
Pati Tripathi for their role in the
offence of money laundering.

The ED has also conduct-
ed more than 50 search oper-
ations at various locations in
Raipur, Bhilai, Delhi, Kolkata
and Mumbai, and has been
successful in seizing movable
assets worth Rs 58 crore includ-
ing cash, fixed deposits, shares
and jewellery.

The total seizure and
attachment in the case now
stands at Rs 180 crore.
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Conceived in 2016, a much-
awaited ropeway project

connecting to historical Maa
Mundeshwari temple in
Kaimur district in Bihar is
moving towards reality with the
National Board of Wildlife
(NBWL) under the Union
Environment Ministry recent-
ly clearing a patch of forest land
from Kaimur Wildlife
Sanctuary for construction of
the aerial transportation sys-
tem.

The temple which dates
back to 108 CE is said to be the
oldest Hindu pilgrimage site in
India devoted to Goddess
Durga. Thousands of devotees
throng the temple in the
Bhagwanpur Block in the
Kaimur district during
Navratri, Ram Navami and
other Hindu festivals.  The
requirement of forest land i.e.
an area of1.309 hectare was
unavoidable due to non-avail-
ability of any alternate land in
the region, said an official
from the Bihar Tourism
Development Corporation.

“This religious destination
has no feasible access other
than traversing through the
sanctuary area. As such, pro-
vision of an access route for vis-

itors allowing minimum incur-
sion in the Sanctuary was
essential in the interest of
wildlife. Bihar Rajya Pul
Nirman  Nigam Ltd had pro-
posed the use of 1.309 ha of
protected forest land for con-
struction of Mundeshwari
ropeway work project under
the Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980,” said another official
from the Ministry. He said
that the ropeway proposal was
cleared in a meeting of the
NBWL last month.

Kaimur Wildlife Sanctuary
is spread over a total area of
1504.9 sq km. Ashwani Kumar
Choubey, Union Environment
Minister of State and a local
MP from the region said that
the number of devotees in this
area would increase consider-
ably once the ropeway is built.

The ropeway project has
been planned in such a way
that tourists can avoid arduous

journey and can visit the tem-
ple situated at Hill top and at
the same time enjoy the pic-
turesque view of nearby agri-
cultural fields while journey
through the aerial system.

The NBWL members
cleared the proposal with the
condition that the operation of
ropeway carriage/transit facil-
ity for tourism purpose shall be
regulated under directions of
the Chief Wildlife Warden,
Bihar and shall be coordinated
as per ecotourism guidelines so
that any adverse impact on
wildlife interests are prevented
or mitigated.

Protected under the ASI,
this temple is dedicated to the
worship of Lord Shiva and
Shakti. Mundeshwari Devi is
believed to be Mahishasur
Mardini, the slayer of the
demon Mahishasur, who took
the form of a buffalo, accord-
ing to the legends.
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The questioning of NCP
leader Jayant Patil by the

ED on Monday evoked strong
reactions with party MP
Supriya Sule claiming that
Opposition leaders are being
targeted while Shiv Sena
(UBT)’s Aaditya Thackeray
alleged that the country was
heading towards dictatorship.

Patil, who heads the
Maharashtra unit of the
Nationalist Congress Party, is
being questioned by the
Enforcement Directorate at its
office here in a money laun-
dering case linked to alleged
financial irregularities in the
now-bankrupt financial ser-
vices firm IL&FS. He reached
the ED’s office at around 11.50
am.

Before heading for the ED’s
office in south Mumbai, Patil
had said that one faces such
suffering for being part of the
opposition.

“Those who side with the
truth, which is sometimes
against the government, are

being pressurised with the help
of central probe agencies, and
this pattern can be seen across
the country. I am afraid that the
country is transitioning from
democracy to a dictatorial
regime,”Aaditya told reporters
at Nagpur airport.

Speaking about Patil’s ques-
tioning, NCP leader and Lok
Sabha member Supriya Sule
said, “Of all the ED or CBI
cases in the last few years, 90 to
95 per cent are against the
Opposition leaders in the coun-
try. This has been widely
reported by the media as well.
The one who is in opposition
easily gets notices from the
probe agencies.”

Sule, however, defended
officials of the probe 
agencies.

“Those poor officials are
not at fault. Previously (during
the UPA regime), the probe
agencies were autonomous, but
now they are run by some
invisible hand. Everyone who
speaks against the current dis-
pensation invites a notice,”the
NCP leader said.
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Retired army personnel will
be appointed as Additional

Superintendents of Police to
impart training to the police
force in Assam, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said
here on Monday.

Sarma also reiterated that
Armed Forces Special Powers
Act (AFSPA) was likely to be
lifted completely from the State
by the end of this year as the
law and order situation in the
state has improved consider-
ably.

The Chief Minister who
was speaking at the first
Commandant’s Conference at
the Lachit Barphukan Police
Academy here, said, “We are
aiming at withdrawing AFSPA
completely from Assam by the
end of 2023. We will also rope
in military personnel to train
our police force.”

He also said, “This will
facilitate replacement of central
police with Assam police batal-
ions.”The AFSPA which gives

armed forces the right to arrest
and search without warrants as
well as use force without a mag-
istrate’s permission, has been
lifted from most Assam dis-
tricts except 8 districts and one
sub-division.

Sarma also said that atten-
tion will be given to ensure that
the personnel belonging to dif-
ferent battalions are not used
for any purpose other than
those exclusively connected to
bonafide policing.

Steps will be taken to
ensure that there is positive
change in the mindset of the
forces, it will also be ensured

that good and professional
police officers are posted as
Commandants, he said.

‘Adequate steps will be
taken to empower the Assam
Police Battalions so that they
can deal with law and order in
the state. 

“They will also be reori-
ented to control the mob with-
out using lethal weapons or
using them to the minimum
extent possible’, the Chief
Minister said.

Sarma said that the
Commandants’ Conference
will be organised every six
month to bring about positive
changes in the rank and file of
the battalions and give a more
result oriented police force to
the state.

Director General of Police
G P Singh, Principal Secretary
to the Chief Minister Samir
Kumar Sinha, Principal
Secretary to Home and Political
Niraj Verma, Special DGP
Harmeet Singh and other
senior police officers were pre-
sent on the occasion. 
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ADivision Bench of the
Calcutta High Court on

Monday upheld a single Bench
order directing CBI investiga-
tion into the multi-crore
municipal recruitment scam.

The municipal services
recruitment scam is the latest
addition in the list of cash-for-
job scams during the
Trinamool Congress regime.

The scam came to the
fore by chance while the
Enforcement Directorate offi-
cials investigating the school
level recruitment scam were-
conducting raids in the house
of one Ayan Sil, a businessman
and closeassociate of arrested
TMC youth leader Kuntal
Ghosh — known for hisclose
proximity to the highest level
of the ruling party.

OMR sheets and other
documents, pen-drives, hard
discs etc were recovered from
Sil’s house. The finds led the
ED mine to tell the court that
they had recovered a “gold-
mine”of information not only
related to the school level
recruitment scam but also a
new scam related to municipal
services in more than a dozen
municipalities ofthe State.

After the single Bench of
the High Court ordered a CBI
investigationinto the munici-
pal recruitment the Division
Bench of Justice BiswajitBasu
too on Monday upheld the
earlier order.

The High Court order
comes hours after the central
agency questionedTrinamool
Congress national general sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee for-
more than nine hours in rela-
tion to the school level recruit-
ment casewhich recently saw
the High Court terminating
the services of 32,000 teachers
on charges of illegal appoint-
ment.

In its order the Court
observed that the “jobs were
sold like commodities.”

Thousands of eligible and
empanelled teachers from pri-
mary tosecondary to higher
secondary level — as also sev-
eral thousand GroupC and D

candidates — had cleared their
competitive examinations but-
failed to get appointment as
vacant posts were mostly sold
for lakhs of rupees to the
incompetent candidates most
of whom even had submitted
blank OMR sheets in the
recruitment exams.

The empanelled candi-
dates had been sitting on dhar-
na for the past more than two
years. Acting on writ petitions
filed by the eligible candi-
dates the High Court had not
only the Enforcement
Directorate and CBI to inves-
tigate the matters.

The recruitment scam that
has seen a number of minis-
ters, MLAs and top func-
tionaries going to jail has not
only become a big political
issuein the State but has in a
latest development threatens
to take ChiefMinister Mamata
Banerjee’s family in its ambit.
This, particularlyafter the
interrogation of Abhishek
Banerjee who is also her
nephew.
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Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari on

Monday claimed that
Trinamool Congress
Government had spent �330
crore in defending its func-
tionaries presently facing
charges in various kinds of
recruitment and other scams.

Adhikari a former power-
ful minister in the TMC
Government besides being a
blue-eyed-boy of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee till
he joined the BJP in early 2021
on Monday claimed that “the
TMC Government has spent
�330 crore of public money to
save its corrupt ministers and-
politicians involved in various
kinds of scams.”
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Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde will flag

off a bus for a short journey on
the newly completed Mumbai
Trans Harbour Link (MTHL)
on May 24.

To mark the 180 meter slab
deck installation, Shinde will
show the flag off a bus carry-
ing MMRDA officers and engi-
neers to go on a symbolic
short drive.

The 22 km sea-link will be
thrown open for traffic in
November 2023.

After the token deck instal-
lation ceremony on May 24,
work will proceed to the
remaining stages like installing
crash barriers, asphalting the
deck, erecting view-cutters,
setting up the open toll collec-
tion centres, security and sur-
veillance systems, markers and
signages, waterproofing the
engineering structure, lights
and reflectors, etc. over the next
four-five months.

The project  involves con-
struction of a 22 km six-lane
bridge with three lanes on

either side of the bridge.  An
approximate 16.5 km of the
bridge will be in sea while 5.5

kms is on land.  In other
words, it will be at least 16.5 km
long creek bridge with 5.5km
via ducts on land on either side.

The MTHL will cut down
the travel time from the Island
City to Navi Mumbai by 30 min-
utes. The sea bridge will be 27
meters in width, in addition to
edge strip and crash barrier. This
bridge will have two inter-
changes at Shivaji Nagar in
Shweri and another at village
Chirle near national highway 4B. 
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In the words of Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe
“Knowing is not enough;

we must apply. Willing is not
enough; we must do.” 

Since childhood, we have
all been told by our elders to
never hurt the person using
harsh words and instead be
kind and give respect for we
will be showered with the
same. 

The power of words is
beyond expression, it defines
what the person wants to
express. Words form an
important part of an individ-
ual’s life. Different people use
different words to communi-
cate with their friends and
family. They are used to con-
duct business and to disci-
pline children. Politicians use
words to convince others that
they’re the best candidate.
Words form a huge part of
every aspect of our lives.
They carry an enormous
weight that can either make
the other feel good or humil-
iated. Words do give out
energy, evoke emotions and
set the tone for back-and-
forth conversation. However,
words form one of the reasons
that one person lives a life of
abundance while another lives
a life of lack. Words can open

doorways that hands can-
not. They can break down
invisible boundaries. There is
simply no value put on words,
one can all speak them; they
don't cost any money, as they
are free to all and are simply
not appreciated. When words
no longer hold to their mean-
ing, then communication is
hampered and misunder-
standings arise. It is the con-
text of the usage of words that
is important for understand-
ing. 

It’s only the words that
create the world for both-
oneself and others. When a
person changes the words,

they change the outlook to a
positive one. One must always
look for hope and strive for
more thoughtful words that
inspire an individual to always
want better and do better.

Bruce Lee once said,
never speak negatively about
yourself, even as a joke. The
body doesn’t know the differ-
ence. Words are energy and
cast spells, that’s why it is
called spelling. Change the
way you speak about yourself
and you can change your life.
What one is not changing,
you are not choosing.

Today, understanding the
value of words has become

one of the biggest opportuni-
ties not only to improve life
but to help an individual in
improving key business areas.
Words are like hammers. One
can either swing them around
recklessly and break stuff or
use them carefully to build
stuff. Remember, words are
the vehicle that transforms
thoughts, feelings and emo-
tions into concrete phrases or
stories that may either spark
curiosity or confuse an indi-
vidual on a negative front.
Words do inspire but only
actions create changes. The
use of inspiring or good
words allows an individual to
understand each other better
and can be a lifesaver tool
while negative words spark
the fight-or-flight response as
the brain senses a discrepan-
cy between how and what an
individual feels. 

The real way to watch an
individual’s words is to watch
their heart because there is a
direct line from the heart to
the tongue. Remember, to
watch the heart by storing
good things in it. It is only
then can an individual strive
to use words towards the
path of growing success and
happiness.

(The writer is an educator)
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smell or taste, as the eye, ear, nose and
tongue are incomplete without an "e".
Hence, go with "E" but without having an
"E-go".

Jubel D'Cruz | Mumbai
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Sir — The biggest party in the world.
Richest party in the world. Most popular
party in the world. The party with the
biggest majority in the world. Endowed
with all these qualities, the cunning char-
acter and face of the BJP become exposed
at this time. When his main objective
remains whether it be a Panchayat election.
Or local bodies and municipality elections.
Whether it is elections to the Legislative
Assembly or the Lok Sabha, at any cost, the
saffron party wants to win the election at
any cost. That's why the country's Defense
Minister and Home Minister have to go for
campaigning even in local body elections.
This is the party that cannot live without

power and the power associated with it.
That's why only a week ago, the apex court
while restoring the rights of the Delhi gov-
ernment, asked the Center to look into
matters related to law and order and land
only. But this party is so much concerned
about the service of the people of Delhi that
on Friday late evening, it forcibly took
transfer posting into its own hands by
bringing an ordinance. Delhi minister
Atishi rightly said that the central govern-
ment deliberately chose the time to bring
this ordinance when the Supreme Court
is closed for vacation. The BJP could nei-
ther win the hearts of the people of Delhi
in the assembly elections nor could it attract
them in the MCD elections. Then why is
the biggest party in the world, hitting her-
self in the foot by doing such an act?

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur 
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Sir — Several parts of the city witnessed
heavy rains and hailstorms and the car that
the family was travelling in got sub-
merged in the water that gushed into the
underpass. Bengaluru is facing such a dis-
aster and this is the beginning of the rainy
season. A few residents had quickly rushed
to their help, throwing sarees and ropes to
help them stay afloat. However, the water
had almost fully submerged the vehicle by
then. Emergency services personnel arrived
shortly at the scene, and swimmers from
the fire and emergency services department
plunged into the water to rescue the indi-
viduals. This is a bad reflection on the civic
amenities available in the so-called metro
city. Even an hour of rain spoiled all the
road traffic in total disarray and went awry
without any support. Within a few days of
the new rule, all the loopholes are coming
out. Now the blame game will start soon.
Proper help and immediate medical care
were not available for the family to come
out of the rut and saw that their family
member died in the flash flood and which
paralysed the city and roads were flood-
ed with water.

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Sir — In this world of E-mails, E-ticket, E-
paper, E-recharge, E-transfer and E-gov-
ernance, never forget E-shwar (God) who
makes e-verything e-asy for e-veryone e-
veryday."E" is the most eminent letter of the
English alphabet. Men and women don't
exist without an "E" in them.House or
home cannot be made without an "E" in
it.Bread and butter cannot be found with-
out an "E" in them."E" is the beginning of
"existence" and the end of "trouble". It is
not in "war" but it is twice in "peace". It is
once in "hell" but twice in "heaven". "E" rep-
resents "emotions". Hence, all emotional
relations like father, mother, brother, sis-
ter, wife and friends have an "e" in them.
"E" also represents "effort" and "energy".
Hence, to be "better" from "good", both "e's"
are added. Without "e", we would have no
love, life, wife, friends or hope and see, hear,
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Mahatma Gandhi also
drew inspiration from
Buddha's teachings and adapt-
ed them to suit the context of
his time. He combined the
ideas of peace, nonviolence,
wellness, and mindfulness by
giving it the term ‘Satyagraha’,
which was rooted in the prin-
ciples of truth and nonviolent
resistance. Gandhi's approach
emphasized the need to
address conflict through
peaceful means, employing
methods such as civil disobe-
dience, boycotts, strikes, and
fasts. He advocated for self-dis-
cipline, self-purification, and
inner reflection as essential ele-
ments of nonviolent resis-
tance. In their spiritual quest,
both Mahatma Buddha and
Mahatma Gandhi recognized
the intrinsic worth and digni-
ty of every human being and
sought to promote universal
peace and well-being. Their
teachings emphasize the power
of compassion, empathy, and
nonviolence as transforma-
tive forces. They believed in
the power of inner transforma-
tion as the foundation for
external change and stressed
the importance of self-reflec-
tion, self-discipline, and self-
purification as prerequisites for
cultivating peace and nonvio-
lence. Buddha recognized that
violence only perpetuates suf-
fering, and Gandhi adapted
this concept to advocate for
nonviolent resistance as a pow-

erful tool for social and polit-
ical change.

Renowned Vietnamese
Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh
expresses the connection
between Buddha's teachings
and Gandhi's philosophy and
says that "Mahatma Gandhi
applied the principles of non-
violence and compassion to
the social, economic, and polit-
ical issues of his time, just as
the Buddha taught his disciples
to apply mindfulness and com-
passion to their daily lives.
Both sought to alleviate suffer-
ing and promote harmony
through peaceful means."

The Dalai Lama, while
emphasizing inner transfor-
mation said that "Gandhi and
Buddha were united in their
belief that peace in the world
begins with inner peace. By
cultivating love, compassion,
and wisdom within ourselves,
we become agents of positive
change in society."

Advocates of nonviolent
resistance like Martin Luther
King Jr. and Nelson Mandela
have been inspired by the
Buddha and Mahatma
Gandhi. King Jr. says: "Like
Buddha and Gandhi, I believe
that nonviolence is not passive
resignation, but a powerful
force for justice and freedom.
Nonviolence is the embodi-
ment of love in action and has
the capacity to transform indi-
viduals, communities, and
nations."

Similarly, Nelson Mandela,
the iconic anti-apartheid leader
and former President of South
Africa, acknowledges the pro-
found influence of Gandhi's
philosophy on his own strug-
gle. He says, "Gandhi's philos-
ophy of nonviolence inspired
me to pursue freedom and
equality for all. His teachings
showed us that nonviolence is
not a sign of weakness but a
courageous choice to seek jus-
tice without resorting to vio-
lence."

In a world plagued by
violence and conflict, the
teachings of Buddha and
Gandhi remind us of the
power of nonviolent means for
resolving conflicts. By promot-
ing dialogue, understanding,
and empathy, individuals can
work towards peaceful resolu-
tions, fostering harmony in
diverse societies. 

Also, the emphasis on
mindfulness and self-care in
Mahatma Buddha's teachings
and social justice and equali-
ty, championed by Mahatma
Gandhi remain relevant today
as they encourage individuals
to cultivate inner peace, well-
being, and resilience, enabling
them to navigate challenging
circumstances with clarity 
and compassion. The question
is, ‘When do we walk the
path?’

(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and

Darshan Samiti)
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi unveiled the bust
of Mahatma Gandhi in
Hiroshima, Japan on
May 20, 2023, as a sym-

bol of friendship and goodwill
between the two countries. The
42 inches tall bronze bust has
been placed adjacent to the
Motoyasu River, close to the
iconic A-Bomb Dome that is vis-
ited by thousands of people –
locals and tourists alike – every
day, a location chosen as a mark
of solidarity for peace and non-
violence. “The location truly res-
onates with the principles and life
of Mahatma Gandhiji, which
continue to inspire the world and
its leaders' ', a statement from the
PMO said. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his address
also said that “The bust of
Mahatma Gandhi in Hiroshima
will take forward the idea of non-
violence.”

In times of strife and conflict,
the principles of peace, nonvio-
lence, wellness, and mindfulness
serve as guiding lights, illuminat-
ing a path towards harmony and
understanding. The profound
philosophies of the 6th-century
saint Mahatma Buddha and 19th-
century mass leader Mahatma
Gandhi have had an indelible
impact on humanity, transcend-
ing time and place. Their teach-
ings have inspired countless indi-
viduals to strive for peace and
embrace nonviolent means of
conflict resolution. 

Mahatma Buddha empha-
sized the importance of inner
transformation as the key to
achieving lasting peace in the
world. Buddha's teachings
revolved around the ‘Four Noble
Truths’, which acknowledge the
existence of suffering and the path
to liberation from it through the
‘Eightfold Path’, such as right
understanding, right thought,
right speech, right action, right
livelihood, right effort, right
mindfulness, and right concentra-
tion. The Buddha recognized
that violence only perpetuates suf-
fering and advocated for compas-
sionate action as a means of
resolving conflicts. Buddha's
teachings encouraged individuals
to cultivate empathy, understand-
ing, and forgiveness, fostering
harmony both within themselves
and with others.
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(Author is a political
analyst)

Politicians mostly are known to
work on their vote banks. Politics
for them is the rope to climb to
grab the fruit of power. Vote banks
sustain power, and the vicious cir-

cle of status quo in polity and governance
continue. For India to claim its rightful posi-
tion on the high table in the global order,
the status quo had to be broken and a new
benchmark of governance for the overall
wellbeing of the people had to be set. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
been able to raise the bar of pro-people gov-
ernance, as well as scaling up the capacity
of India, to take that rightful position at the
high table in the global order. His redefin-
ing Indian politics as a means of service to
the people and nurse the national interests
are now paying well-deserved dividends. 

In some quarters, the debate is build-
ing up to measure the Indian gross domes-
tic product in the ancient age when India
traded with Rome, and the enterprising
traders of southern parts of the country
went on high waters of the Indian Ocean
and even the Pacific Ocean, to touch bases
in South-east Asia, east Asia and even North
Asia. Some even claim that India account-
ed for 50 per cent of the global GDP before
the Muslim invaders set their sights on the
country. 

India’s past was full of glory, and tradi-
tions commanded respect from all quarters.
The people yearned for the best in life.
Society chased excellence. India as a nation
marched far ahead of others. 

But somehow the colonial mindsets
dominated the Indian psyche. The people
were made to believe that they had right-
ly been subjugated by the foreign rulers.
This surrender of Indian excellence to the
foreign-bred world outlook arrested Indian
growth in all walks of life. The economy was
ruined. Innovation became rare. The peo-
ple became dreaming of clerical jobs. The
historians built on the servile mindsets of
the people. 

This was benefiting a particular class.
One section of the political class sought to
slip into the monarchical subjugation of the
people by usurping democracy. Post-

Independence, they brought fami-
ly-oriented politics to establish
dynasties at the forefront. The head
of the dynasty replaced the yester-
year monarchs and sought to rule
the country with a divide-and-rule
policy, which was used by the
British with lethal perfection. 

This kingship in politics in the
garb of glorification of a few indi-
viduals got India into the status quo
bind. The poor will remain poor.
The middle class will remain mid-
dle class. The necessities will be
scarce. The people by and large will
always worry about the future. The
risk-taking, which is inherently
part of the Indian DNA, was
coerced into perennial worry for the
future. 

India, thus, needs a psycholog-
ical breakout from the binds of the
past. The status quo had to be
trashed. Social collectivism was
required to be revived. The path to
prosperity was to be laid for the peo-
ple to climb the social and econom-
ic ladders. Politics was to be freed
from dynasties. Democracy was to
be handed over truly in the hands
of the people who believed that pol-
itics was a means of service to the
people. 

PM Modi has been able to
achieve most of the aforemen-
tioned challenges. In doing so, he
has celebrated traditions and
nudged the people to rediscover
their roots. Now, sporting a tika on
the forehead is normal.
Construction of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya, completion of the works
of the Kashi Vishwanath corridor,
Ujjain Mahakal Temple’s redevelop-
ment along with further expansion
of the facilities at the Somnath
Temple have helped in the revival
of the Indian cultural wealth and
traditions. This is to the credit of PM
Modi that all grand works of the
redevelopment of some of the tem-

ples, which are integral to the
Indian culture and traditions, have
taken place under his watch and
scrutiny. 

PM Modi had put his forehead
on the steps of Parliament after he
was first elected as a Lok Sabha MP.
For Him, parliament is also a tem-
ple. This is indeed the temple of
democracy. The members must sit
in this temple with utmost venera-
tion because they channel the aspi-
rations of millions of people. PM
Modi demonstrated that the parlia-
ment as the temple of democracy
must be a place only for genuine
worshippers of democracy, as he
built a popular narrative against
dynasts. 

Now, PM Modi will be inaugu-
rating the new parliament, commis-
sioned for construction by his gov-
ernment, in a fitting tribute to the
reconstruction and building of a
new India, which is not status quo,
but takes steps to command a place
on the high table in the global order. 

The politics of poverty has
been given a body blow by PM
Modi. Under the watch of PM
Modi, a record number of people
were brought out of poverty, which
has been endorsed by the multidi-
mensional poverty index survey by
Oxford University in collaboration
with UNDP. Now, the poor of the
country is covered under pension
and insurance scheme under pro-
grammes such as Atal Pension
Yojna, Jeevan Jyoti Yojna, etc., and
the JAM trinity, with the underly-
ing Aadhar architecture, has herald-
ed unprecedented financial inclu-
sion of more than one-third of the
Indian population. 

Financial empowerment has
unleashed a digital revolution as a
UPI-based payment system is a new
normal for hawkers sitting on pave-
ments even in small mofussil towns.
This digital inclusion of the people,

which has been at the heart of PM
Modi, has rightly been hailed by the
global media and multilateral agen-
cies as unprecedented, which has
opened the potential of the most
enterprising sections of society to
partake in the Indian economy. 

The banking system since the
unveiling of the full might of the
JAM trinity is reporting record
profits and days of bad loans report-
ed by them have been relegated to
the pages of history. The faith of the
Modi government in the sections of
the population, which was con-
demned to the state of poverty
perennially by the political dynasts,
is paying rich dividends. The econ-
omy remains resilient. The United
Nations has just stated that India will
achieve a 6.7 per cent GDP growth
in the current fiscal, which will be
the highest in the world. It must be
noted that China despite being a
totalitarian state is struggling to
meet even the five per cent GDP
growth target. 

It has indeed been a remarkable
journey for India under the leader-
ship of PM Modi, and ideas that
were put into action in Gujarat
when he was the chief minister of
the state have been scaled up at the
national level, which includes steps
such as giving due recognition to the
Anganwadi workers, who were
awarded Yashoda Samman in
Gujarat. The Anganwadi workers
have proven to be the flag bearers
of India’s strive to make healthcare
universal by ensuring the speed of
delivery of healthcare interven-
tions, including vaccination during
the Covid-19 pandemic. Thrust to
revive the Indian toy and textile
industries, with PM Modi enlisting
the support of the people regular-
ly, is now showing results, and they
stand out as examples of India’s
hunger to reclaim the position of
glory as seen in ancient history. 
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Last week, its landslide
victory in Karnataka sig-
nificantly boosted its

workers and leaders. Will the
Congress leaders build on the
Karnataka victory, just as Late
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
used her Chikmagalur
moment? 

Gandhi, who lost elections
in 1977, won the Chikmagalur
Constituency in a bye-election
and returned to Parliament in
1978. Within two years, she
also recaptured power.
Incidentally, she used her
Belchi moment to her advan-
tage. In July 1977, 

11 persons, including eight
Dalits, were ruthlessly mur-
dered by a gang in Bihar. She
visited the victims in Belchi.
She rode on an elephant and
a tractor to reach them as the
roads were cut off. 

Karnataka was lucky for
Indira's daughter-in-law, Sonia
Gandhi too. She won her first
elections in 1999 from the
Bellary constituency, a con-
gress citadel. She became the
Leader of the Congress
Parliamentary Party in 2004
but declined to be the Prime
Minister.

Winning such a prosper-
ous and significant Karnataka
is a big fillip to the demoralised
Congress. But, it cannot afford
to sit on the laurels of recent
victory if the Party wants to
revive itself. There are many
challenges before the upcom-
ing elections to Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh,
Telangana and Mizorum later
this year, and the Grand finale
is in 2024.

The BJP's high-voltage
campaign in Karnataka, with

Prime Minister Modi as its
mascot, did not click. The
hardline Hindutva politics
worked only within the coastal
districts. There was a strong
perception of corruption and
a weak chief minister. There
were only a few local issues the
BJP could raise.

The Saffron Party must
build solid second-rung

leaders. Though the loss
was a big jolt, the Party has
already started working with
double vigour. It may only
experiment to split Congress
MLAs with 'Operation
Kamala' after a while. But
Congress must keep its flock.
The Congress played its card
well by raising the bread and
butter and local issues. It paid
dividends. It also gave the
local leaders a free hand. The
High command only assisted

in the campaign.
But then came the choice

of the chief minister. Two
solid aspirants were fighting
for the throne. Had the Party's
top brass left the newly elect-
ed legislators to choose their
chief minister, it would have
been more democratic and
clarified that the chief minis-
ter was not imposed from
above. Instead, the legislature
Party passed the usual one-line
resolution leaving the choice to
High Command, indicating
that the Party has yet to learn
any lesson.

The two aspirants, = for-
mer chief minister Siddhara-
maih and PCC chief D.K.
Shiv Kumar = were cooling
their heels in Delhi for four
days. Ultimately a power-shar-
ing formula was found with
Siddharamaiah as chief min-

ister and Shiv Kumar as his
deputy. It was Sonia Gandhi
who finally resolved the issue
by mollifying Shiv Kumar.

Secondly, the real test will
be how Congress handles its
newly acquired clout, particu-
larly when forming an
Opposition coalition for the
2024 Election. The Party
should refrain from showing
its big brother attitude. Some
209 Lok Sabha seats are spread
across 19 states, where the
Congress and the BJP are in
direct contact. Even a united
non-BJP coalition can bring
BJP down to 210 in a best-case
scenario. So mere arithmetic
alone will not work. Thirdly,
Congress regained its lost vote
bank of Muslims, Dalits and
Backward classes in Karnataka.
It should not only be preserved
but also replicated in the

upcoming elections.
Fourthly, Congress must

implement its poll promises
before the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls so the people would
trust the Party. The Party has
promised to supply 200 units
of free power to all households, 

Rs 2000 per month to the
head of the family, and 10 kgs
of free rice to every member of
a BPL household. Congress
has other headaches and must
resolve the Rajasthan and
Chattisgarh Power struggles
before the upcoming polls. The
former Deputy chief minister
Sachin Pilot wants to replace
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot, but Ghelot is
unwilling to go. There was a
temporary truce, but the issue
must be resolved.

A similar situation prevails
in Chhattisgarh; there has

been a power struggle between
chief minister Bhupesh Baghel
and cabinet minister TS Singh
Deo. Rahul Gandhi promised
a rotational chief minister
after two and a half years in
2018. Deo has been demand-
ing the change. Finally, the 
loss of Karnataka means the
BJP has no presence in the
South. 

The South has 129 seats, of
which the BJP won only 29 in
2019. The Party needs to
change its poll narrative to suc-
ceed in the South, as the
Hindutva or Ram Mandir has
no takers. The recent win in
Himachal Pradesh and now
Karnataka have shown
Congress that unity in the
Party and the Opposition, a
robust organisation and a
compelling narrative should be
the new mantra.
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(The author is a senior 
journalist)
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The International Space
Station rolled out the wel-

come mat Monday for two
Saudi visitors, including the
kingdom’s first female astro-
naut. SpaceX’s chartered flight
arrived at the orbiting lab
less than 16 hours after blast-
ing off from Florida. 

The four guests will spend
just over a week there, before
returning to Earth in their
capsule.

The 270-mile-high (430-
kilometer-high) docking puts
the space station population at
11, representing not only
Saudi Arabia and the U.S., but
the United Arab Emirates and
Russia. 

Saudi Arabia’s government
is picking up the multimillion-

dollar tab for its first female
astronaut, Rayyanah Barnawi,
a stem cell researcher, and
fighter pilot Ali al-Qarni.

John Shoffner,  a
Knoxville, Tennessee, busi-
nessman who started a car
racing team, is paying his
own way. 

Retired NASA astronaut
Peggy Whitson is their chap-
erone. 

She now works for Axiom
Space, the Houston company
that organised the 10-day trip,
its second to the space station.

The company cited ticket
prices of $55 million each for
last year’s private trip by three
businessmen, but won’t say
how much the latest seats
cost.

Only one other Saudi has
flown before in space, a prince

who rode on NASA’s shuttle
Discovery in 1985. 

Sponsored by the Saudi
Arabian government,
Rayyanah Barnawi, a stem cell
researcher, became the first
woman from the kingdom to
go to space. She was joined by
Ali al-Qarni, a fighter pilot with
the Royal Saudi Air Force.

They’re the first from their
country to ride a rocket since
a Saudi prince launched aboard
shuttle Discovery in 1985. In a
quirk of timing, they’ll be
greeted at the station by an
astronaut from the United Arab
Emirates.

“Hello from outer space! It
feels amazing to be viewing
Earth from this capsule,”
Barnawi said after settling into
orbit.  Added al-Qarni: “As I
look outside into space, I can’t

help but think this is just the
beginning of a great journey for
all of us.” Rounding out the vis-
iting crew: Knoxville,
Tennessee’s John Shoffner, for-
mer driver and owner of a
sports car racing team that
competes in Europe, and chap-
erone Peggy Whitson, the sta-
tion’s first female commander
who holds the US record for
most accumulated time in
space: 665 days and counting.

“It was a phenomenal ride,”
Whitson said after reaching
orbit. Her crewmates clapped
their hands in joy.

It’s the second private flight
to the space station organized
by Houston-based Axiom
Space.  The first was last year
by three businessmen, with
another retired NASA astro-
naut. The company plans

to start adding its own rooms
to the station in another few
years, eventually removing
them to form a stand-alone
outpost available for hire.

Axiom won’t say how
much Shoffner and Saudi
Arabia are paying for the
planned 10-day mission. The
company had previously cited
a ticket price of USD 55 million
each.

NASA’s latest price list
shows per-person, per-day
charges of USD 2,000 for food
and up to USD 1,500 for sleep-
ing bags and other gear. Need
to get your stuff to the space
station in advance? Figure
roughly USD 10,000 per pound
(USD 20,000 per kilogram), the
same fee for trashing it after-
ward. Need your items back
intact? Double the price.
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The United States signed a
new security pact with

Papua New Guinea on Monday
as it competes with China for
influence in the Pacific. Papua
New Guinea’s location just
north of Australia makes it
strategically significant. It was
the site of fierce battles during
World War II, and with a pop-
ulation of nearly 10 million
people, it’s the most populous
Pacific Island nation. 

The State Department said
the new agreement provides a
framework to help improve
security cooperation, enhance
the capacity of Papua New
Guinea’s defense force and
increase regional stability. The
full agreement will be made
public once politicians in both
countries have an opportunity
for input, likely in a couple of
months. 

“The work that we’re doing
together to try to shape the

future could not be more
important, could not be more
timely,” US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken told reporters. 

“We’re deeply invested in
the Indo-Pacific because our
planet’s future is being written
here. Papua New Guinea is
playing a critical role in shap-
ing that future.”

Papua New Guinea Prime
Minister James Marape said the
pact is mutually beneficial and
“secures our national inter-
ests” in “becoming a robust
economy in this part of the
world.”

But the agreement sparked
student protests in the second-
largest city, Lae. And many in
the Pacific are concerned about
the increasing militarisation
of the region.

Student Naomi Kipoi, 17,
said she was opposed to the
security pact because she felt it
means the US could come to
her country whenever it
pleased without permission.

She said China had been a big
help to her country by building
roads and funding schools.

“The US didn’t help us
with aid and other things,”
Kipoi said. “They’re just trying
to sign the agreement.” 

Last year, nearby Solomon
Islands signed its own securi-
ty pact with China, a move that
raised alarm throughout the
Pacific. The US has increased
its focus on the Pacific, open-
ing embassies in Solomon
Islands and Tonga, reviving
Peace Corps volunteer efforts,
and encouraging more business
investment.

But some have ques-
tioned how reliable a partner
the US is in the Pacific, partic-
ularly after President Joe Biden
cancelled his plans to make an
historic stop in Papua New
Guinea to sign the pact. 

Biden would have been
the first sitting US president to
visit any Pacific Island country,
but he ended up cancelling to

focus on the debt limit talks
back at home.

Blinken travelled in Biden’s
place, arriving in Papua New
Guinea early Monday. In
response to news of Blinken’s
impending visit, China warned
against the introduction of
“geopolitical games” into the
region.

As well as the defense pact,
the US also signed a maritime
agreement with Papua New
Guinea which will allow the US
Coast Guard to partner with
the Pacific nation to counter
illegal fishing and drug smug-
gling. 

The US visit coincided
with a trip by Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who
was hosting a meeting with
Pacific Island leaders to discuss
ways to better cooperate. 

Blinken met with New
Zealand Prime Minister Chris
Hipkins and said the two
nations had a shared vision for
the region.
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Fire razes school dormitory in
Guyana, killing at least 19

children, many of them
Indigenous A nighttime fire
raced through a dormitory in
Guyana on early Monday, killing
at least 19 students and injuring
several others at a boarding
school catering to remote, most-
ly Indigenous villages, authori-
ties said.“This is a horrific inci-
dent. It’s tragic. It’s painful,”
President Irfaan Ali said, adding
that his government was mobil-
ising all possible resources to
care for the children.

The fire broke out shortly
before midnight in the dormi-
tory building of a secondary
school in the southwestern bor-
der town of Mahdia, a gold and
diamond mining community
about 200 miles (320 kilometers)
south of the capital, Georgetown,
the government said in a state-
ment. Officials initially said 20
students were killed but later

updated the toll to 19, with sev-
eral others injured. 

National Security Adviser
Gerald Gouveia said the figure
was revised after doctors revived
a very critical patient that “every-
one thought was dead.”“When
firefighters arrived on the scene,
the building was already com-
pletely engulfed in flames,”
Guyana’s Fire Service said in a
statement.  “Our heartfelt sym-
pathy goes out to the relatives

and friends of those young
souls.”

The department said 14
students died at the scene and
five others at a local hospital.
Officials said two children
remain in critical condition and
four have severe injuries. Six stu-
dents were flown to Georgetown
for treatment, while five others
remain at a hospital in Mahdia,
with another 10 under observa-
tion.
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Leaders of South Korea and
the European Union agreed

on Monday to increase pressure
on Russia over its war against
Ukraine and condemn North
Korea’s ballistic missile tests.

South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol met with
European Council President
Charles Michel and European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen in Seoul after
attending the weekend summit
of the Group of Seven leading
industrialised nations in
Hiroshima, Japan.

“We agree to maintain and
increase the collective pressure

on Russia, particularly through
effective implementation of the
respective restrictive measures,”
they said in a joint statement. We
are committed to support
Ukraine’s recovery and recon-
struction and remain resolved to
support Ukraine for as long as
it takes.”

Michel said Russia’s contin-
ued attacks against Ukraine
show that deeper cooperation
between the EU and South
Korea is “not a luxury. It’s a vital
necessity.”

The three leaders called on
North Korea to cease actions
that raise military tensions and
return to nuclear disarmament
talks.“The European Union will

never accept (North Korea’s)
possession of nuclear weapons
as the normal state of affairs, just
like we do not accept Russia’s
military aggression against
Ukraine,” von der Leyen said at
a joint news conference.

Yoon said the three leaders
recognised that North Korea’s
nuclear and missile programs
pose a threat beyond the Korean
Peninsula.

North Korea has launched
about 100 missiles since the start
of 2022, many of them nuclear-
capable weapons that place the
US mainland and South Korea
within striking distance. Experts
say North Korea believes its
expanded weapons arsenal will

help it wrest concessions from its
rivals.

At the G7 summit, the lead-
ers of Japan, the US, the United
Kingdom, France, Germany,
Canada and Italy as well as the
European Union condemned
Russia’s invasion and reiterated
their support for Ukraine. They
demanded that North Korea
refrain from any destabilizing or
escalatory actions. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
met with some of his biggest
backers as the G7 summit closed
on Sunday, building momentum
for his country’s war effort even
as Russia claimed a battlefield
victory that was quickly disput-
ed by Ukraine. 
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The third-placed contender
in the Turkish presidential

elections on Monday formally
endorsed President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan for the upcom-
ing runoff vote to be held on
May 28th.

The nationalist presidential
candidate Sinan Ogan, 55, has
emerged as a potential king-
maker after neither Erdogan
nor his main challenger, oppo-
sition leader Kemal
Kilicdaroglu, secured the
majority needed for a first-

round victory on May 14th. 
Ogan, a former academic

who was backed by a far-right
anti-migrant party, won 5.17

per cent in the May 14 vote and
could hold the key to victory in
the runoff now that he’s out of
the race.
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Tel Aviv: Three Palestinians
were killed in an Israeli army raid
in a West Bank refugee camp
early on Monday, Palestinian
health officials said, while the
Biden administration sharply
condemned Israel’s latest act of
settlement expansion.

The Palestinian Health
Ministry said the three men were
killed during a raid in Balata, a
refugee camp near the city of
Nablus. 

Six people were wounded,
including one who was in criti-
cal condition, the ministry said.
The Al Aqsa Martyrs Brigades,
a militant group with connec-
tions to Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah party,
identified the men killed as its
members.

The army later confirmed
soldiers had raided Balata; it said
troops came under fire and
killed three Palestinians. Three
others were arrested there, the
army said. Israel has stepped up
raids over the past year in
response to a spate of Palestinian
attacks and said Monday’s oper-
ations netted weapons and an
explosives manufacturing oper-
ation in a home, which it deto-
nated.

Meanwhile, the Biden
administration issued a sharply
worded statement on Sunday
criticizing Israel for moving to
reestablish settlers at the former-
ly evacuated outpost of Homesh
in northern West Bank. In
March, the Israeli government
repealed a 2005 act that disman-
tled four West Bank settlements.
Over the weekend, the top Israeli
army general in the West Bank
signed an order attaching
Homesh to a local settler region-
al council — a move paving the
way for reconstruction of the
outpost.  The United States was
“deeply troubled” by what US
State Department spokesman
Mathew Miller said was Israel’s
illegal policy on the outpost in
the occupied territory. 
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Prominent Australian
Indigenous journalist Stan

Grant announced that, after
Monday, he will step away from
television hosting duties after
viewers responded with racist
abuse to his comments during
King Charles III’s coronation
about historic Aboriginal dispos-
session.

Grant, a member of the
Wiradjuri tribe of Indigenous
Australians and former interna-
tional correspondent for US-
based CNN, has been under fire
since taking part in a panel dis-
cussion on the Australian
Broadcasting Corp. ahead of the
May 6 coronation ceremony in
London. 

Topics included a push to
have a president replace the
British monarch as Australia’s
head of state and Indigenous suf-
fering from colonisation.

Critics complained that the
ABC had soured the celebrato-
ry mood of the coronation.

His supporters say inaccu-
rate and inflammatory reporting
of his views in the mainstream
media has fuelled racially abu-
sive and threatening personal
attacks on social media, wearing
the news veteran down. After
more than 30 years of news
experience in Australian televi-
sion, Grant wrote Friday in his
regular ABC online column
that Monday would be the last

time in the foreseeable future
that he would host his weekly
national panel discussion pro-
gramme “Q+A,” because of the
news media and social media
abuse.

“I take time out because we
have shown again that our his-
tory — our hard truth — is too
big, too fragile, too precious for
the media. The media sees only
battle lines, not bridges. It sees
only politics,” Grant wrote. “The
media has turned public discus-
sion into an amusement park.
Social media, at its worst, is a
sordid spectacle. A grotesque
burlesque. Lives are reduced to
mockery and ridicule.” “I want
no part of it. I want to find a
place of grace far from the
stench of the media,” Grant
said.

Grant was asked to partici-
pate on the panel “as a Wiradjuri
man to discuss his own family’s
experience and the role of the
monarchy in Australia in the
context of Indigenous history,”
Justin Stevens, ABC news direc-
tor, said in a statement. “The
responsibility for the coverage
lies with ABC news manage-
ment, not with Stan Grant,”
Steven said. Hundreds of ABC
colleagues, journalists and sup-
porters carrying signs, including
“We stand with Stan” and “We
reject racism,” gathered outside
the ABC’s Sydney headquarters
Monday afternoon in a show of
support for Grant.
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A27-year-old Indian-origin
New York Police

Department (NYPD) officer and
nine others were honoured by US
President Joe Biden with the
Medal of Valour, the country’s
highest award for public safety
officers. Sumit Sulan was hon-
oured at a White House ceremo-
ny on Wednesday for shooting a
convicted felon who killed two of
his colleagues when the trio
were investigating a domestic-
violence call in New York City in
January. According to the police,
three policemen — Sulan, Jason
Rivera, 22 and Wilbert Mora, 27,

visited the Harlem neighbour-
hood in New York to investigate
a 911 call from a distressed
woman whose grown-up son
threatened her and his brother.
The convicted felon ambushed
the three officers, shooting at
Rivera and Mora, who later died
of their injuries. Sulan was
praised by the US president at the
May 17 ceremony for swiftly
jumping into action, despite
being a rookie with the NYPD at
that time.

“Detective Sulan had only
been then — with the precinct —
the 32nd Precinct, for two
months. He shielded the moth-
er and brother from gunfire, then

drew his weapon to fire twice, hit-
ting the gunman and ending the
incident,” Biden was quoted as
saying in a White House press
release.

Sulan “ensured the safety of
the civilians on the scene and
struck down the gunman with
his service weapon, bringing an
end to the deadly episode just 45
seconds after it had begun,”
Biden, who met Sulan shortly
after the incident, said.“.The
entire nation is grateful for the
quick thinking, swift action, and
courage under fire that he
demonstrated,” Biden said,
adding that the officers’ poise and
valour saved lives.
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London (PTI): A local British
Sikh councillor based in
Coventry has made history for
the central England city by
becoming its first turban-wear-
ing Lord Mayor.

Jaswant Singh Birdi, who
was born in Punjab and spent
some time as a child in
Calcutta in West Bengal,
moved to Coventry 60 years
ago and has served as a local
councillor in the city for 16
years. 

He recently took formal
charge of his new post of Lord
Mayor with the official Chains
of Office with his wife Krishna
by his side as the Lord
Mayoress.

“I am so proud to become
Lord Mayor of my adopted
home city,” said Birdi.

“It has given so much to
myself and my family over the

years and I will be honoured to
show why I love it so much and
to promote the city and the
wonderful people who live
here,” he said.

“As a Sikh, it also means so
much that I will be wearing the
Chains of Office and the tur-
ban. It will help show what a
happy multicultural city we
have and maybe inspire others
as well,” he added. Apart from
being a councillor, Birdi has
been actively involved in setting
up religious, social, and com-
munity projects in Coventry. 

Now in his role as Lord
Mayor as an ambassador of the
city, his chosen charities for
support for the year include
Muscular Dystrophy charity,
the Coventry Resource Centre
for the Blind, and University
Hospitals Coventry and
Warwickshire Charity.
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Melbourne (PTI): The City of
Parramatta Council in Sydney
on Monday elected Indian-
origin Councillor Sameer
Pandey as its new Lord
Mayor.

Pandey’s election to the
post coincided with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
arrival in Sydney on Monday
for a two-day visit at the
invitation of his Australian
counterpart  Pandey was first
elected to the council in 2017
and in 2022, became the City’s
first Deputy Lord Mayor from
the Indian subcontinent, an
official statement said.
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Pakistan’s National Assembly
on Monday passed a reso-

lution to hold trial of individ-
uals involved in the recent
attacks on military and state
installations under the existing
laws including the Army Act
and the Anti-Terrorism Act.

The resolution, moved by
Defence Minister Khawaja Asif,
was adopted by the lower house
of Parliament after a majority
of lawmakers voted in favour of
it. It vowed to try the May 9
rioters, who were involved in
attacks on military and state
installations, under the existing
laws including the Army Act
and the Anti-Terrorism Act.

On May 9, violent protests
erupted after the arrest of for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan by paramilitary Rangers
in Islamabad. His party work-
ers vandalised a dozen military
installations, including the
Lahore Corps Commander
house, Mianwali airbase and
the ISI building in Faisalabad.
The Army headquarters
(GHQ) in Rawalpindi was also
attacked by the mob for the first
time.

Police put the death toll in
violent clashes to 10 while
Khan’s party claims 40 of its
workers lost their lives in the
firing by security personnel.

Thousands of Khan’s sup-
porters were arrested following
the violence that the powerful
Army described as a “dark
day” in the history of the coun-
try. The resolution adopted on
Monday stated that the “heart-
less and heart-wrenching inci-
dents took place on May 9” and
the day should be “reckoned as
a Black Day”.

It stated that relevant
authorities will be empowered
to tackle social media propa-
ganda against Pakistan’s insti-
tutions, both within and out-
side the country.

“Those involved in such
propaganda campaigns should
strictly be dealt with as per the
law,” it read. Speaking on the
occasion, Asif said that the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
party’s top leadership was

involved in the violence and
law would take its course to
punish those responsible for
arson.

“The culprits will be pun-
ished under the existing laws
both military and civilians,” he
said. Addressing the House,
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
thanked the lawmakers for
supporting the resolution. “No
new law is being enacted and
the existing laws will be used,”
he said, adding that those who
attacked the military targets
would be tried under the exist-
ing military laws. He also
accused former premier Khan
of being involved in corruption.

Last week, the top military
brass vowed to bring the arson-

ists, who attacked the civil and
military installations, to justice
through trial under relevant
laws of the country, including
the stringent Pakistan Army
Act and Official Secrets Act.

Separately, the Prime
Minister reiterated that “May 9
will always be remembered in
Pakistan as a Black Day” and
the perpetrators would be
brought to justice.

“I am confident that the
law will take its course and
those involved in this terrorism
will be brought to justice so that
such events are not repeated
until the end of this world,” he
said while addressing an event
in southwestern Balochistan
province.
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After a most tantalising of
victories, having inflicted

the heaviest defeat in half a cen-
tury on the opposition, Greece’s
centre-right Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis confirmed
on Monday that he would seek
a second national election with-
in weeks to secure the majori-
ty he needs to govern alone.

With 99.70 per cent of the
votes counted, Mitsotakis’ New
Democracy party won 40.79
per cent — twice the left wing
main opposition Syriza’s 20.07
per cent — dominating 58 of
the country’s 59 constituencies.
Socialist Pasok came in third at
11.46 per cent, while turnout
was 61 per cent.

President Katerina
Sakellaropoulou on Monday
formally offered Mitsotakis the
mandate to try and form a

coalition government. But dur-
ing a brief televised conversa-
tion, he told her he would
return it within hours as there
seemed no prospect of success.
Mitsotakis voiced hope a new
election could come as early as
June 25.

ND’s margin of victory far
outstripped pollsters’ forecasts
and was the biggest since 1974,
when Greece’s first democrat-
ic elections were held after the
fall of the seven-year military
dictatorship. Athenian Fotis
Hatzos said that while he had
expected ND’s win, its ham-
mering of the main opposition
party took him by surprise.

“What is there to say,
(Mitsotakis) destroyed them,”
he told The Associated Press.
“He won fairly.”

Markets welcomed what
seems to signal the end of the
political uncertainty that trou-
bled the NATO and European
Union member following the
2009 financial crisis, with the
Athens stock exchange gener-
al index surging more than 7

per cent at opening Monday
and Greek bonds also rallying.

But the one-off propor-
tional representation system
in effect Sunday means ND
only gains 146 of Parliament’s
300 seats, five short of a govern-
ing majority. The new elections,
expected no later than July 2,
will revert to the previous sys-
tem that grants the first party
a bonus of up to 50 seats. That
would ensure Mitsotakis a
comfortable majority for a sec-
ond term in power if Sunday’s

result holds.
The 55-year-old prime

minister told President
Sakellaropoulou Monday that
he could see “effectively no way
for the current parliament to
form a government,” overcom-
ing the “obstacle” of the elec-
toral system.

“That is why I will return
the mandate to you this after-
noon, so that we can head for
new elections” if other parties
fail to form a coalition deal, “as
soon as possible, perhaps even

on June 25,” Mitsotakis said.
“The country needs a strong
and stable government with a
four-year mandate and as soon
as this is settled the better.”

Mitsotakis had long sug-
gested he would not seek a
coalition partner whatever the
election outcome.

Analyst Wolfango Piccoli,
who has followed Greek poli-
tics for years, said voters priori-
tised the economy and politi-
cal stability over everything
else. “ND’s overwhelming per-
formance is largely due to the
positive track record on the
economic front of the past
four years,” the senior political
risk analyst at Teneo told the
AP. “Syriza’s inability to convey
a coherent and credible eco-
nomic plan also helped PM
Mitsotakis and his ND.”

“The outcome of yester-
day’s vote creates a window of
opportunity for Greece to turn
the page and move away from
the toxic populist politics that
emerged during” the financial
crisis, he added.
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Near a peak of the Zagros
Mountains in central Iran,

workers are building a nuclear
facility so deep in the earth that
it is likely beyond the range of
a last-ditch US weapon designed
to destroy such sites, according
to experts and satellite imagery
analysed by The Associated
Press. The photos and videos
from Planet Labs PBC show
Iran has been digging tunnels in
the mountain near the Natanz
nuclear site, which has come
under repeated sabotage attacks
amid Tehran’s standoff with the
West over its atomic pro-
gramme.

With Iran now producing
uranium close to weapons-
grade levels after the collapse of
its nuclear deal with world
powers, the installation compli-
cates the West’s efforts to halt
Tehran from potentially devel-
oping an atomic bomb as diplo-
macy over its nuclear pro-
gramme remains stalled.

Completion of such a facil-
ity “would be a nightmare sce-
nario that risks igniting a new
escalatory spiral,” warned Kelsey
Davenport, the director of non-
proliferation policy at the
Washington-based Arms
Control Association. 

“Given how close Iran is to
a bomb, it has very little room
to ratchet up its programme
without tripping US and Israeli
red lines. So at this point, any
further escalation increases the
risk of conflict.” The construc-
tion at the Natanz site comes
five years after then-President
Donald Trump unilaterally
withdrew America from the
nuclear accord. Trump argued
the deal did not address Tehran’s
ballistic missile programme,

nor its support of militias across
the wider Middle East. But
what it did do was strictly limit
Iran’s enrichment of uranium to
3.67 per cent purity, powerful
enough only to power civilian
power stations, and keep its
stockpile to just some 300 kilo-
grams.

Since the demise of the
nuclear accord, Iran has said it
is enriching uranium up to 60
per cent, though inspectors
recently discovered the country
had produced uranium particles
that were 83.7 per cent pure.
That is just a short step from
reaching the 90 per cent thresh-
old of weapons-grade uranium.

As of February, interna-
tional inspectors estimated Iran’s
stockpile was over 10 times
what it was under the Obama-
era deal, with enough enriched
uranium to allow Tehran to
make “several” nuclear bombs,
according to the head of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency.

President Joe Biden and
Israel’s prime minister have
said they won’t allow Iran to
build a nuclear weapon. “We
believe diplomacy is the best
way to achieve that goal, but the
president has also been clear
that we have not removed any
option from the table,” the
White House said in a statement
to the AP.

The Islamic Republic denies
it is seeking nuclear weapons,
though officials in Tehran now
openly discuss their ability to
pursue one. Iran’s mission to the
United Nations, in response to
questions from the AP regard-
ing the construction, said that
“Iran’s peaceful nuclear activities
are transparent and under the
International Atomic Energy
Agency safeguards.”

Rome (AP): Pope Francis will
travel to Portugal for World
Youth Day in the first week of
August and include a stop at
the popular Marian shrine in
Fatima, the Vatican said  on
Monday. The August 2-6 visit
is longer than originally expect-
ed and covers almost the entire
week of the big Catholic rally
that St. John Paul II inaugurat-
ed to try to invigorate young
people in their faith.

Francis is staying in Lisbon
for the length of the visit but
will make a day trip to Fatima
on August 5. Francis previous-
ly travelled there in 2017 to
mark the 100th anniversary of
one of the most unique events

of the 20th-century Catholic
Church: the visions of the
Virgin Mary reported by three
shepherd children and the
“secrets” she told them.

Francis’ visit this time
around comes as war is raging
in Ukraine, providing a com-
parison to when the original
visions were reported at a time
when Europe was in the throes
of World War I.

The visit comes as the
Portuguese Catholic Church is
reckoning with its legacy of
clergy sexual abuse. Earlier
this year, an independent
report found that more than
4,800 people may have been
victims starting in 1950.

Previously, senior Portuguese
church officials had claimed
only a handful of cases had
occurred. There was no word
on whether Francis would meet
with victims, as he has done on
several occasions elsewhere.

The Portuguese Bishops
Conference expressed “huge
joy” at the Vatican announce-
ment of Francis’ visit and said
hundreds of thousands of
young people from around the
world are expected in Lisbon.
The rally was originally sched-
uled for 2022 but was post-
poned a year because of the
COVID-19 pandemic; the last
international World Youth Day
was held in 2019 in Panama.
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Islamabad (PTI): A top court
in Pakistan on Monday ordered
the release from jail of Shireen
Mazari, a close aide of former
prime minister Imran Khan
even as several other senior
party leaders and thousands of
workers remain in detention
following the May 9 protests.

Justice Chaudhry Abdul
Aziz of the Rawalpindi Bench
of the court issued an order to
release Mazari, who served as
the minister for human rights
from 2018 to 2022 and was
arrested on May 12 from his
house in Islamabad after a
crackdown was launched on
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party following the violence.

Her daughter Imaan
Mazari-Hazir had challenged
the arrest in the Lahore High
Court (LHC).

The judge ruled that
Mazari, 57, should be set free
if not named in any case and
directed the former minister to
submit an affidavit to the
deputy commissioner that she
will not be involved in any such
disruptive activity in the future.

However, it is not clear
when she will be allowed to
walk out of jail as several cases
have been filed by police against
PTI leaders and workers for
their alleged role in the May 9
violence, which has been
termed as “Black Day” in the
history of the creation of
Pakistan.

Mazari’s daughter told the
media that the former minister
was arrested three times in a
week but the court in its ruling
ordered his release. “The gov-
ernment should think and not
destroy homes like this,” she
said.

Mazari-Hazir also lam-
basted Khan, 70, by saying
that “it is a pity that party chief
Imran Khan has forgotten the
workers and leadership”.

The former minister’s
arrest came after a series of
arrests of several other PTI
leaders, including Imran Khan,
Asad Umar, Fawad Chaudhry,
Shah Mahmood Qureshi,
Omer Cheema, Ali
Mohammad Khan, Senator
Ejaz Chaudhry and others.

��2������	��������
��
�
�
��
��������
�
��������'�������

!��������+�
��6�	���	
���
���	���������	����

$����	���'
����
#
����)���
�
�
����'���)��
�
���:��2�)

Berlin (AP): German authori-
ties have filed charges against
four suspects from a Bavarian
company accused of selling sur-
veillance software to Turkiye
that could be used to spy on
Turkish dissidents, prosecutors
said on Monday. The Munich
prosecutors say the defendants
intentionally violated licensing
requirements for dual-use goods
by selling surveillance software
to non-EU countries.

Specifically, the four sus-
pects from the FinFisher com-
pany are charged with commer-
cial violations of the German
trade and payments act in three
separate cases. The charges were
filed at the Munich I Regional
Court. The company’s surveil-
lance software, FinSpy, was
offered for download in 2017 via
a fake website to the Turkish
opposition movement under
false pretenses in order to spy on
them, prosecutors said. Munich
prosecutors opened the investi-
gation into FinFisher in 2019
after receiving complaints from
a group of NGOs.
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Thailand’s opposition Move
Forward Party, the top vote-

getter in last week’s national elec-
tion, signed an agreement with
seven other parties on Monday
on a joint platform they hope
will lead to the formation of a
coalition government in July.

The 23-point agreement
sidesteps several volatile issues
while seeking to preserve most
of the agenda that brought the
progressive Move Forward Party
its stunning May 14 victory, in
which it captured 152 seats in
the 500-member House of
Representatives by promoting
change after nine years of con-
servative army-backed rule.

The most contentious issue,
amendment of a harsh law

against criticising the monarchy,
was not included in the pact.

That proposal had been
part of Move Forward’s cam-
paign platform, and many
younger Thais would like to see
it considered along with other
democratic reforms. 

However, the monarchy is
considered a pillar of Thai
national identity and conserva-
tives oppose any changes to the
law, which provides for penalties
of up to 15 years in prison. Some
of the eight parties did not
want to be associated with even
mild calls for reform of the law.

The pact says, “All parties
agree that every mission that the
government will do must not
affect the country’s status as a
unitary state, the country’s sta-
tus as a democracy under a con-

stitutional monarchy frame-
work, and the inviolable status
of the monarch.”

Move Forward Party leader
Pita Limjaroenrat said the nego-
tiations were “fruitful, compre-
hensive, and a good start.”

“I’m prime minister-elect
and there are several road-
blocks as you understand it, but
we have a strong team to man-
age it, and hopefully, to be able
to minimise risk and minimise
the destabilising factors that
have affected the economy.”
The electorate’s mood for
change was underlined by the
second-place finish by the oppo-
sition Pheu Thai party, a long-
time antagonist of the army
whose last government was
ousted by a military coup in
2014.
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Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said on Monday that the incum-
bent Army chief Gen Asim
Munir was removed as the head
of ISI in 2019 by his predeces-
sor Imran Khan because the spy
chief confronted him with proof
of corruption involving his wife.  

Munir served as the head of
the Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI), after being replaced by Lt.
Gen Faiz Hameed in 2019 when
Khan was at the helm.  

“I say this with full respon-
sibility that the incumbent
Army chief (Munir) when he
was the DG ISI, had told the
then prime minister (Khan)
that his wife Bushra Bibi was
involved in corruption. He said
this on the basis of facts,” Prime
Minister Sharif said while
addressing the National
Assembly on Monday.  

“But obviously Khan got
furious over it and did not like
it. And the rest is history,” the
premier said.  

Khan, the chairman of the

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party in a recent tweet rejected
the contents of a recent report
by “The Daily Telegraph” news-
paper in the UK, which claimed
that Munir was removed by
Khan due to personal differ-
ences.  

The report claimed that
Khan removed Munir in June
2019, eight months after his
appointment, because he want-
ed to investigate his wife and her
circle for corruption.  
“The article claims that I had
made Gen Asim resign as DG
ISI because he had shown me
my wife Bushra Begum’s cor-
ruption cases. This is com-
pletely false. Neither did Gen.
Asim showed me any proof of
my wife’s corruption nor did I
make him resign because of
that,” Khan tweeted.   On May
9, Khan, 70, was arrested by the
paramilitary Pakistan Rangers
in a corruption case while he
was at the Islamabad High
Court premises that triggered
unrest across the country.  
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Shares of all the ten listed Adani
Group firms continued their rally on

Monday, with Adani Enterprises climb-
ing nearly 19 per cent, after a Supreme
Court-appointed panel found no evi-
dence of stock price manipulation in
Adani group companies, while a sepa-
rate Sebi probe into alleged violation of
money flows from offshore entities has
“drawn a blank”.

The stock of Adani Enterprises
zoomed 18.84 per cent, the most among
the group firms on the BSE. 

Shares of Adani Wilmar jumped 10
per cent, Adani Ports rallied 6.03 per
cent, Ambuja Cements gained 5.01 per
cent, Adani Power climbed 5 per cent,
Adani Transmission (5 per cent), Adani
Green Energy (5 per cent) and Adani
Total Gas (5 per cent). 

NDTV advanced 4.98 per cent and
ACC climbed 4.93 per cent.

The combined market valuation of
the ten listed Adani Group firms
reached Rs 10,16,212.15 crore on
Monday.

Shares of all the ten listed Adani
Group firms ended on a positive note
on Friday as well.

In two days, the combined market
valuation of all the group firms jumped
by �1,14,641.79 crore. 

In the equity market, the 30-share
BSE benchmark climbed 234 points or
0.38 per cent to settle at 61,963.68.

“The positive momentum from
Friday’s session continued on Monday,
with the Nifty and Sensex closing high-
er despite negative global cues sur-
rounding the US debt ceiling concerns.

“Adani Group shares continued to
rise today, following last week’s rally
after an expert committee appointed by
the Supreme Court cleared the con-
glomerate of any regulatory lapses in the
Adani Group-Hindenburg case,” said
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd. 
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State-owned Coal India Ltd
(CIL) on Monday said it has

reached an agreement with its
2.38 lakh strong non-executive
workers over the revision of
wages.

Under the agreement
reached, a 19 per cent mini-
mum guaranteed benefit from
July 1, 2021, on emoluments
(basic, VDA, SDA & atten-
dance bonus) and a 25 per cent
increase in allowances have
been granted, Coal India said
in a filing to exchanges. 

“The Joint Bipartite
Committee for the Coal
Industry (JBCCI)-XI consisting
of representatives of CIL man-
agement, Singareni Collieries
Company Limited (SCCL), five
central trade unions i.E. BMS,
HMS, AITUC, CITU and
Indian National Mine Workers’
Federation (INMF) on May 20,
2023, recommended and inked
National Coal Wage
Agreement (NCWA)-XI for
the period of five years w.E.F.
01.07.2021,” the miner said.

Around 2.81 lakh employ-
ees of CIL & SCCL who were
on the rolls of the company as
on July 1, 2021, would be the
beneficiaries post-implemen-
tation of the agreement. 

Further, CIL has made a
provision of �9,252.24 crore for
a period of 21 months effective
July 1, 2021, to March 31,
2023, for this effect.

The final impact of the 25
per cent increase in allowances
will be intimated shortly which
is not likely to be significant.

Wages of the non-executive
workers, which account for 94
per cent of Coal India’s work-
force, are revised every five
years.

Coal India shares closed
lower by 0.60 per cent at
�238.35 on BSE on Monday. 
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Capital markets regulator Sebi is
looking to strengthen the

investor grievance handling process
through the SCORES system and
integrate the same with the online
dispute resolution mechanism.

The proposal is aimed at making
the entire redressal process of griev-
ances in the securities market com-
prehensive by providing an end-to-
end solution and the process more
efficient and faster by reducing time-
lines and introducing auto-routing
and auto-escalation.

Also, the suggestion has been
provided for two levels that the
investor can opt for, plus the option
for referral to the online dispute res-
olution (ODR) mechanism recently

approved by Sebi.
In its consultation paper on

Friday, Sebi suggested that com-
plaints about market price manipu-
lation, insider trading and account-

ing manipulation by listed companies
that are currently being auto-closed
should be excluded from the
SCORES platform and a separate
portal for market intelligence should
be created for this purpose.

In case the investors lodge com-
plaints like market intelligence on
SCORES, such types of complaints
should be closed and routed to the
market intelligence portal.

“A separate portal for collection
of market intelligence will help in dis-
tinguishing between investor griev-
ances and intelligence inputs, with an
independent focus on each,” Sebi
said.

The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) sought com-
ments from the public on the pro-
posals till June 3.
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Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty rallied for a

second straight session on Monday
following buying in index heavy-
weight Reliance Industries and IT
stocks amid optimism in Asian
markets.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 234 points or 0.38 per cent
to settle at 61,963.68 as 19 of its
components closed in green.
During the day, it jumped 314.78
points or 0.50 per cent to a high of
62,044.46.

The broader NSE Nifty rallied
111 points or 0.61 per cent to end
at 18,314.40 with 34 of its con-
stituents closing with gains and 15
closing lower while one settled
unchanged.

Among the Sensex firms, Tech
Mahindra, Wipro, Infosys, Tata
Consultancy Services, HCL
Technologies, Larsen & Toubro,
ITC, Sun Pharma, NTPC and
Titan were the major gainers.

Nestle, Axis Bank, Tata
Motors, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank
and Bharti Airtel were the laggards.

All the ten listed Adani group
stocks ended with significant gains
as a Supreme Court-appointed

expert committee said it has found
no evidence of stock price manip-
ulation in group companies, while
a separate Sebi probe into alleged
violation in money flows from off-
shore entities has “drawn a blank”.

Adani Enterprises zoomed
18.84 per cent and Adani Wilmar
jumped 10 per cent, the biggest
gainers among the ten listed group
firms.”The domestic market
inched higher in anticipation of
possible progress in US debt ceil-
ing negotiations. Despite a weak
fourth-quarter performance, IT
stocks rebounded on account of
bargain opportunities and pent-up
demand,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

Investors remain watchful
ahead of the release of US FOMC
minutes on Wednesday, as the
minutes may give some indication
of a pause on rate hikes, Nair
added.

“Nifty opened flat but gradu-
ally recovered to close with gains
of 111 points. The market has
resumed its upward journey after
taking a pause last week,” said
Siddhartha Khemka, Head of
Retail Research at Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd.

In the broader market, the BSE
midcap gauge climbed 0.73 per
cent and smallcap index gained
0.41 per cent.

Among the indices, services
jumped 2.48 per cent, IT rallied
2.15 per cent, teck (1.69 per cent),
commodities (1.47 per cent), util-
ities (1.27 per cent), healthcare
(1.20 per cent) and oil & gas (0.97
per cent).

Financial Services, telecom-
munication and bankex were the
laggards.

“The benchmark indices expe-
rienced a significant rebound.
This was accompanied by strong
buying momentum in Adani
stocks, supported by the perfor-
mance of IT stocks,” said Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity Research
(Retail), Kotak Securities Ltd.

Meanwhile, global oil bench-
mark Brent crude climbed 0.03 per
cent to USD 75.60 per barrel.

The rupee declined by 18
paise to 82.85 amid uncertainty
over US debt ceiling negotiations
and dollar demand from
importers.

Analysts said the near-term
uncertainty in the global equity
markets is likely to continue since
there is no resolution yet on the US

debt ceiling issue. A strong rally
will happen only after this impasse
is out of the way.

Foreign institutional investors

(FIIs) offloaded equities worth
�113.46 crore on Friday after
remaining buyers for a number of
days, according to exchange data. 
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Gold prices eased by �120 to
�60,580 per 10 grams in

the national capital on Monday
amid weak global trends,
according to HDFC Securities.

The precious metal had
settled at �60,700 per 10 grams
in the previous trade.

Silver also plunged by
�500 to �73,600 per kg.

“Spot gold prices in the
Delhi markets traded at
�60,580 per 10 grams, down
�120 per 10 grams,” Saumil
Gandhi, Senior Analyst -
Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said.

In the international mar-
ket, both gold and silver were
trading lower at $1,978 per
ounce and $23.87 per ounce,
respectively.
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India will host the 44th edi-
tion of the annual

International Organization for
Standardisation’s Committee
on Consumer Policy
(COPOLCO) plenary from
Tuesday in the national capital. 

Union Minister of Food
and Consumer Affairs Piyush
Goyal will inaugurate the four-
day event (May 23-26).
COPOLCO Chair Sadie
Dainton, International
Organization for
Standardisation (ISO) General
Secretary Sergio Mujica and
other senior officials will par-

ticipate in the event, an official
statement said.

ISO, comprising 168 coun-
tries as members, develops
standards for the world impact-
ing a diverse range of business
and social sectors. Through
COPOLCO, ISO involves the
wider public in the process of
standardisation. 

“Therefore, ISO COPOL-
CO is reckoned as the major
international event that brings
together representatives from
ISO member countries to dis-
cuss and develop strategies for
accelerating the development of
standards for the world,” the
statement said. 
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The rupee fell 18 paise to
close at 82.85 (provisional)

against the US dollar on
Monday, weighed down by a
strong greenback in the over-
seas market.

However, a firm trend in
domestic equities and sliding
crude prices in international
markets restricted the rupee’s
loss, forex traders said. 

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the domestic unit
opened at 82.80 against the dol-
lar, and finally settled at 82.85
(provisional), down 18 paise
from its previous close.

During the day, the rupee
touched a high of 82.70 and a
low of 82.85 against the green-

back. On Friday, the rupee
had settled at 82.67 against the
dollar.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, fell 0.09 per cent to 103.10.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, declined
0.16 per cent to $75.46 per bar-
rel. The rupee depreciated
today to the lowest levels since
February 2023.
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Reserve Bank Governor Shaktikanta Das on
Monday met the board of directors of all pub-

lic sector banks to discuss issues related to gov-
ernance and ethics. The one-day interactive meet-
ing was organised by the Department of
Supervision of the Reserve Bank of India.

Das addressed the directors — both whole
time and independent — on issues related to gov-
ernance, ethics and the role of the boards in assur-
ance functionalities of the banks, besides high-
lighting the supervisory expectations, sources
said. Besides the governor, deputy governors, and
executive directors from the Department of
Regulation as well as Supervision also spoke in
the meeting.

During the event, directors, including the
bank chairman, and nominee directors both from
the central bank and the government were invit-
ed to interact with the entire RBI top brass.

The government on the recommendation of
the Reserve Bank introduced many reforms in
governance and provided more autonomy to the
board of public sector banks in recent times.
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There are downside risks to
growth and upside risks to

inflation, partly channelled
through the external sector
and partially originating from
weather uncertainties, the
finance ministry said in a
report on Monday.

Consumption has shown
steady and broad-based
growth, while investment in
capacity creation and real estate
is finding traction, said the
April edition of the Finance
Ministry’s Monthly Economic
Review.

“April is too early to fore-
cast the economic outcomes for
the entire year. A good begin-

ning, though, is a harbinger of
positive outcomes,” it said.

Observing that the FY24 for
the Indian economy opened on
the back of strong activity wit-
nessed in the last quarter of the
previous fiscal, the report said
GST collections in April, which
marked the commercial activi-
ty of the last month, underwent
a level shift pushed up by the
widening of the tax base and
heightened economic activity. 

Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) and Eight
Core Industries Index (ECI)
averaged steady growth in Q4
of FY23, adding to the capac-
ity utilisation hovering close to
75 per cent two quarters earli-
er, it said.
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Paris Saint-Germain all but
secured the Ligue 1 title on

Sunday as a Kylian Mbappe
brace gave them a 2-1 win away
to Auxerre that left the Qatar-
owned club six points clear at
the top of the table with two
games remaining.

PSG had hoped to official-
ly confirm a second straight
championship triumph, and a
ninth in the last 11 seasons, but
they needed closest rivals Lens
to slip up earlier in the day.

Lens won 3-1 at Lorient,
and so PSG still require one
point from their final two
matches to secure a French
record 11th title overall.

However, a goal difference
advantage of 16 over Lens

means they are almost certain to
win the title even if they end the
season level on points with
their closest rivals.

PSG, whose final two
matches are away at Strasbourg
and at home to Clermont, will
move ahead of Saint-Etienne's
previous record of 10 titles
which they equalled last year.

Mbappe's goals both came
in the first eight minutes in
Burgundy as he moved on to 28
for the season, two ahead of
Lyon's Alexandre Lacazette on
top of the Ligue 1 scorers' chart.

He struck in the sixth
minute, collecting a Fabian Ruiz
pass and turning home defend-
er Gauthier Hein inside out
before shooting high into the
net.

It was 2-0 two minutes

later, as Hugo Ekitike left a
Lionel Messi pass for Mbappe to
rifle in a shot from the edge of
the area.

Auxerre saw Rayan
Raveloson hit the bar late in the
first half and Lassine Sinayoko
pulled one back six minutes after
the break.

"My players have their
hands on the trophy. Now we
need to finish on a high in the
next two matches and lift the
trophy at home on the last day,"
PSG coach Christophe Galtier
told broadcaster Amazon Prime.

Galtier and PSG have come
in for criticism during a chal-
lenging second half of the sea-
son, in which they have lost six
times in Ligue 1 and were
knocked out of the Champions
League by Bayern Munich in the

last 16.
"When we look back and

analyse the season, we had a
very difficult period after the
World Cup with injuries to key
players," Galtier added.

"Our squad was severely
weakened in big games and that
led to us playing badly, but
believe me, it is still a perfor-
mance to win the league."
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Lens came from behind to

win their game and move a step
closer to securing a place in next
season's Champions League
group stage.

Romain Faivre put Lorient
ahead inside six minutes,
pouncing to score after Lens
goalkeeper Brice Samba was put
under pressure at a throw-in.

Yet Lens came roaring back
to record a fifth straight victo-
ry, equalising when a Florian
Sotoca shot deflected in on 20
minutes.

Adrien Thomasson capi-
talised on poor defending to put
Lens in front five minutes later,
with captain Seko Fofana wrap-
ping up the points late on.

Lens have won nine of their
last 10 games, the exception
being a 3-1 defeat away to PSG.

They have been chiefly
focused on securing second
place and direct qualification for
next season's Champions
League group stage, a level the
club last appeared at two
decades ago.

They are five points ahead
of third-placed Marseille with
two games to go. Third place

enters the Champions League in
the third qualifying round.

"There is no such thing as
'almost' in the Champions
League in the mind of a coach,"
said prudent Lens manager
Franck Haise.

"You are either qualified or
you're not, and for the moment
we are not."

Rennes kept alive their
hopes of qualifying for Europe
as Amine Gouiri scored a hat-
trick in their 5-0 win at already-
relegated Ajaccio.

Rennes remain sixth with
two games left, and with only
the top five qualifying for
Europe.

However, they are just a
point adrift of Lille and three
behind fourth-placed Monaco,
who they face next.
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Vinicius Junior said La
Liga "belongs to racists"
after suffering vile abuse

on Sunday during Real Madrid's
1-0 defeat at Valencia.

The 22-year-old Brazilian
winger faced off with home
supporters and pointed direct-
ly to one after racist insults dur-
ing the second half.

Real Madrid goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois said he heard

monkey chants near the start of
the game, while Los Blancos
coach Carlo Ancelotti said there
was "a racist atmosphere" at
Mestalla.

"It was not the first time, not
the second and not the third.
Racism is normal in La Liga. The
competition thinks it's normal,
the (Spanish) Federation also
thinks it's normal and opponents
encourage it," Vinicius wrote on
Instagram on Sunday.

"The league that once

belonged to Ronaldinho,
Ronaldo, Cristiano (Ronaldo)
and (Leo) Messi, now belongs to
racists.

"A beautiful nation, which
welcomed me and which I love,
but one which has agreed to
export the image of a racist
country to the world.

"I'm sorry for the Spaniards
who don't agree, but today, in
Brazil, Spain is known as a
country of racists. Unfortunately,
for everything that happens

every week, I have no way of
defending it. I agree."

The Spanish top flight said
they have been "proactive in the
face of all racist incidents"
involving Vinicius who was sent
off in Sunday's game.

La Liga said they were inves-
tigating what happened at
Mestalla and will take the appro-
priate legal action if a hate
crime is detected. "La Liga has
filed complaints (to relevant
authorities) on nine occasions in

the last two seasons," said the top
flight in a statement.

"La Liga has been fighting
against this kind of behaviour for
years and promoting the positive
values of sport, not only on the
pitch but also off it."

The Brazilian football fed-
eration (CBF) president Ednaldo
Rodrigues also criticised the
incident. "How long are we
going to experience, in the mid-
dle of the 21st century, episodes
like the one we just witnessed,

once again, in La Liga?" he
wrote in a statement released by
the CBF on Instagram.

"How long will humanity
remain just a spectator and an
accomplice in cruel acts of
racism?"

Rodrigues offered the
Madrid forward a message of
support. "There is no joy where
there is racism," he added.

"You have all our affection
and that of all Brazilians,
Vinicius."
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Jack Grealish claimed Man-
chester City feel "unstoppable"

as the Premier League champi-
ons set their sights on an historic
treble.

City celebrated their fifth
title in six seasons by beating
Chelsea 1-0 at a jubilant Etihad
Stadium on Sunday.

Pep Guardiola's side were
crowned champions on Saturday
when second placed Arsenal lost
1-0 at Nottingham Forest.

After trailing Arsenal for
much of the season, City blew
the Gunners away with 12 suc-
cessive league wins to make it
three consecutive titles.

Asked if City have felt invin-
cible during their blistering run,
Grealish said: "We have. It's
mad because I spoke to some of
the lads not long ago and I said,
'Imagine if someone would have
said to you to win the league
you've got to go and win 12
games in a row'.

"I'm not saying I didn't
think we could do it but it was
going to be difficult. We've got
so much talent in this squad and
I think at the moment we feel
unstoppable. And it doesn't stop
here, we've still got some mas-
sive games coming up."

City are enjoying a period of
Premier League dominance not
seen since Manchester United
won five titles in six seasons
between 1996 and 2001.

Their dynastic credentials
are already well established, but
emulating United's 1999 treble
triumph would lift City into
even more rarified air as one of

English football's greatest ever
sides.

City face Manchester United
in the FA Cup final at Wembley
on June 3, then take on Inter
Milan in the Champions League
final in Istanbul seven days
later.

"We can enjoy it with our
fans and think about the FA Cup
final and Champions League
final. We want to win all three.
We are going to work a lot and
will do our best to get those tro-
phies," City midfielder Bernardo
Silva said.

City have never won the
Champions League, losing the
2021 final against Chelsea.

Guardiola is searching for a
third Champions League crown
and his first since winning it
with Barcelona for the second
time in 2011.

In his second season with
City, Grealish has grown to
admire the intense Spaniard's
unique managerial style.

"I can't speak high enough
of him. It's a bit weird the way
he just knows everything,"
Grealish said. "There's certain
games I come into and I think,
'what's he going to come out
with today', and he just comes
out with different tactics every
game. He's a pleasure to work
with and I love him."

���� ��
���

Napoli continued their Serie
A title party on Sunday

with a 3-1 home victory over
10-man Inter Milan that jeop-
ardised the visitors' Champions
League hopes.

Inter remained third in the
table but only a point ahead of
Lazio, who visit Udinese , and
two clear of AC Milan.

Yet with two finals loom-
ing — against Fiorentina in the
Italian Cup on Wednesday
and Manchester City in the
Champions League on June 10
— coach Simone Inzaghi made
eight changes from the team
that beat AC Milan in the sec-
ond leg of their European
semi-final last Tuesday.

Inter's task became even
tougher when veteran centre
back Roberto Gagliardini
picked up a second yellow card
in the 41st minute. Andre-
Frank Zambo Anguissa put
Napoli ahead after 67 minutes,
spinning and volleying a shot
into the corner of the net.

Inzaghi threw on some
regular starters and one of
them, Denzel Dumfries, set up
Romelu Lukaku for a close-
range equaliser after 82 min-
utes.

Napoli skipper Giovanni
Di Lorenzo curled a 20-metre
shot into the top corner to
restore the lead three minutes
later.

As Inter pressed desperate-
ly, Gianluca Gaetano finished
off a Napoli counter-attack
with his first league goal for the
club deep into added time.

Inter's European chances
could be enhanced on Monday
when second-placed Juventus
face a second Italian Football
Federation ruling on illicit
transfer activity. An original
15-point deduction was later
revoked by the country's high-
est sports court.

Fiorentina, who also have
two cup finals coming up,
against West Ham in the
Conference League as well as
the Italian Cup, drew 1-1 at
Torino in the afternoon.
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Valencia snatched a crucial
1-0 win over Real Madrid

to boost their La Liga survival
hopes on Sunday.

Youngster Diego Lopez
struck for Valencia in the first
half but the chaotic second
period saw Vinicius square off
with home fans at Mestalla. He
was later sent off in added time
at the end of the game for hit-
ting Hugo Duro during a brawl.

Midway through the sec-
ond half, play was delayed for
several minutes after Vinicius
appeared to be racially abused
by a Valencia supporter.

The Brazilian forward
stood in front of the fans
behind the goal and pointed to
one, with team-mate Eder
Militao by his side.

Referee Ricardo de Burgos
Bengoetxea spoke to stadium
officials, who made an
announcement calling for racist
insults to stop before play
resumed around 10 minutes
later.

Valencia striker Justin

Kluivert apologised to Vinicius
on behalf of his club.

"I apologise from us, all of
Valencia, because this is not
football. It's very bad," he told
Movistar.

The delay led to 10 minutes
being added on at the end, with
Giorgi Mamardashvili produc-
ing a stunning save to deny
Fede Valverde.

The Valencia goalkeeper
then made another spectacular
stop to tip Toni Kroos's free
kick over the bar.

Players from both sides
ended up in a brawl in stoppage

time which ended with a red
card for Vinicius for lashing out
at Duro with his arm.

Vinicius left the pitch mak-
ing a gesture with his hands
indicating Valencia were head-
ing down to Spain's second
division.

Earlier, Diego Simeone's
Atletico overtook Real by a
point with a 3-0 win against
Osasuna.

Valencia rose to 15th, five
points clear of the relegation
zone, sparking celebrations at
full-time, with the team almost
safe.
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Borussia Dortmund manager
Edin Terzic said the return of

striker Sebastien Haller from
cancer was the season's "biggest
miracle" as his side moved to the
brink of the Bundesliga title.

Haller scored twice in
Dortmund's 3-0 win at Augs-
burg, which took them two
points clear of Bayern Munich
with just one game to play.

The Ivory Coast striker
missed the first half of the sea-
son as he battled testicular can-
cer, returning in January.

Since Haller's return,
Dortmund have lost just one of
18 league matches.

"That he's back with us is a
pure miracle" Terzic said after
the game, praising the forward's

"important" presence "in the
dressing room".

Dortmund can seal their
first title in a decade with a win
at home against Mainz on
Sunday and will also lift the tro-
phy if they equal or better
Bayern's result away at Cologne.

The manager said the 28-
year-old Haller scores "impor-
tant goals" but "also lets the oth-
ers next to him shine".

Terzic said he hoped Haller
would replicate his success next
week "then he'll be the hero of
the season. But we're already
very happy with him anyway."

Dortmund sporting director
Sebastian Kehl, who made the
decision to bring Haller to the
club from Dutch side Ajax,
praised "Sebastien's special story.
He deserves extra credit."

���� ����

Daniil Medvedev on Sunday said that ending
his long-standing clay court title jinx was

almost equal to capturing the 2021 US Open.
The Russian added a first clay trophy to his

19-title collection with a 7-5, 7-5 win over
Holger Rune in the Italian Open final in Rome.

It was his fifth title of the season and sixth
career Masters trophy from six different venues.

"In a way, it's the number one career honour,"
said the 27-year-old.

"I would never (have) thought I would be able
to make this. But I have to be honest — a Grand
Slam is always bigger."

He added: "This one is special because I did-
n't think it was going happen, I still kind of don't
believe - not that I won it, but I played so well this
week."

Medvedev, who had been 0-3 in his three pre-
vious trips to the Italian capital, had knocked out
2017 champion Alexander Zverev and 2022
runner-up Stefanos Tsitsipas on his way to
Sunday's final.

"I didn't think I could win a Masters 1000 on
clay in my career because usually I hated it, I hated
playing on it. I didn't feel good on it and nothing
was working."

The world number three, who rose to second
in Monday's rankings, admitted he was now
warming to the slowest surface in the sport.

"I don't love clay, but let's call it a friendship,"
said Medvedev after his one-hour, 41-minute win
over 20-year-old Rune.

"My tennis love is hard court, but I like clay
more now."

Medvedev will be seeded second at the French
Open, which starts next weekend, behind Carlos
Alcaraz with two-time Roland Garros winner
Novak Djokovic in third.

Rafael Nadal, the 14-time champion, has
already withdrawn due to a hip injury suffered in
January.

"I guess it's better to be number two — Carlos
and I don't play for sure before the final, and Novak
(there is) maybe a 50 per cent chance he's not in

my draw," said Medvedev.
"At the same time I haven't been further than

the quarters in Roland Garros."
Medvedev was an opening-round loser in the

French capital in all his first four visits before mak-
ing the quarter-finals in 2021 and last 16 in 2022.

On Sunday, Medvedev was playing his sec-
ond clay final after Barcelona in 2019 where he
lost to Dominic Thiem.

Rune was trying to become the youngest play-
er to win the title in Rome since then-19-year-old
Nadal lifted the trophy in 2006.

He defeated Djokovic and Casper Ruud en
route to the final and had been hoping to win a
second Masters after triumphing at Paris last year.
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bowling led by Mohammed Shami and
Rashid Khan (24 wickets each so far) things
won't be easy for the home team's batters,
Conway and Gaikwad included.

How the CSK opening duo handles the
relentless Shami may prove vital and it would
be important for the under-performing
middle-order to step up in a crunch game.

The pitches at Chepauk so far have been
a bit up and down, with a few being slow in
nature while some have been good to bat on.
CSK head coach Fleming said as much after
the win over Delhi Capitals, claiming that the
team is unsure about the conditions (at
home).

If a sluggish pitch is rolled out for the
match, the spinners in the two teams would
have a huge part to play. If CSK has Ravindra
Jadeja, Moeen Ali and Theekshana, the Titans
boast of a line-up that includes Rashid and
Noor Ahmad.
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Chennai Super Kings: MS Dhoni (c/wk),
Akash Singh, Moeen Ali, Bhagath Varma,
Deepak Chahar, Devon Conway, Tushar
Deshpande, Shivam Dube, Ruturaj Gaikwad,
Rajvardhan Hangargekar, Ravindra Jadeja,
Sisanda Magala, Ajay Mandal, Matheesha
Pathirana, Dwaine Pretorius, Ajinkya Rahane,
Shaik Rasheed, Ambati Rayudu, Mitchell
Santner, Subhranshu Senapati, Simarjeet
Singh, Nishant Sindhu, Prashant Solanki,
Maheesh Theekshana.
Gujarat Titans: Hardik Pandya (c), Shubman
Gill, David Miller, Abhinav Manohar, Sai
Sudharsan, Wriddhiman Saha, Matthew
Wade, Rashid Khan, Rahul Tewatia, Vijay
Shankar, Mohammed Shami, Alzarri Joseph,
Yash Dayal, Pradeep Sangwan, Darshan
Nalkande, Jayant Yadav, R. Sai Kishore,
Noor Ahmad, Dasun Shanaka, Odean Smith,
KS Bharat, Shivam Mavi, Urvil Patel, Joshua
Little and Mohit Sharma.
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The astute tactician in Mahendra Singh
Dhoni will dig deep into his reserves to

counter Indian cricket's new 'Crown Prince'
Shubman Gill as four-time champions
Chennai Super Kings will meet their match
in current title holders Gujarat Titans in
Qualifier-1 of the IPL here on Tuesday.

Gill, who almost single-handedly
knocked out a star-studded Royal Challengers
Bangalore with a century for the keeps, has
overshadowed Virat Kohli and will certain-
ly force one of India's greatest captains to go
back to drawing board and make plans for
him.

Gill is in the midst of a dream season and
what will be Dhoni's tactical ploy to stop the
dashing 'Mohali Marauder' is there to be seen.

This season, Gujarat Titans haven't
played at the Chepauk, which hasn't behaved
in a singular manner during CSK's seven
home games and that prompted head coach
Stephen Fleming to raise apprehensions
about what to expect.

What makes this battle even more inter-
esting is the fact that GT is a team that seems
closest to being a proto-type of what CSK had
been all these years in IPL.

A solid management and an administra-
tion team that stays in the background and
never interferes in cricketing matters, which
is left to the trio of Ashish Nehra, Gary
Kirsten and Vikram Solanki.

A captain, who swears that his under-
standing of leadership is cut from Dhoni's
'captaincy cloth', and head coach Nehra, who
just like his former teammate doesn't believe
in too many changes even if a couple of games
go wrong.

They don't field players based on their
auction worth — remember CSK bought
Krishnappa Gowtham for nearly Rs 10
crore and he got a single game as he didn't

fit the combination.
Similarly, GT has current India T20 pacer

Shivam Mavi on its roster for a whopping Rs
6 crore but the team management has pre-
ferred veteran Mohit Sharma, who is execut-
ing the slower deliveries beautifully. It's all
about who fits what role.

So, it becomes more interesting when two
teams with similar philosophy are pitted
against each other.

The teams which don't make long-term
promises that are difficult to fulfil but focus
on immediate process and know the roles of
players required for slots.

For Gujarat, tackling the slowness of the
Chepauk track will be a challenge and how
well they negotiate Deepak Chahar's power-
play overs and Matheesha Pathirana's slingers
at the back-end, will determine the outcome
of the match.

And herein, Pandya and Nehra will find
Sri Lanka skipper Dasun Shanaka's inputs
handy as he has handled both Pathirana and
spinner Maheesh Theekshana for the nation-
al team.

While Shanaka might be used more as
an all-rounder, Titans depending on the toss
can also try out left-arm spinner R Sai
Kishore, who knows these conditions well.

There is a chance that Irishman Joshua
Little will be back in playing XI in place of
Shanaka and Sai Kishore comes in place of
Yash Dayal, who is yet to get back his con-
fidence after the five sixes assault on him by
his statemate Rinku Singh.

For CSK, a good start by the crack pair
of Devon Conway and Ruturaj Gaikwad will
be important. But at the Chepauk, even
Ajinkya Rahane could become a factor
while Shivam Dube would love to add to his
33 sixes for the season.

Conway and Gaikwad have provided
brisk and substantial starts for CSK, the mid-
dle-order hasn't exactly got going. With GT
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Royal Challengers Bangalore
skipper Faf du Plessis made

a critical assessment of his side's
performance in the IPL this sea-
son, saying it "wasn't one of the
best teams in the competition"
and "didn't deserve to be in
semifinal".

RCB's campaign in the IPL
ended prematurely yet again
with Shubman Gill's blazing
century helping Gujarat Titans
to a six-wicket victory here on
Sunday.

RCB have never won an IPL
trophy and it would have ran-
kled Faf all the more as, despite
leading the run-getters' chart, his
efforts went in vain.

"I am so disappointed that
our season ends there. If we take
a hard look at ourselves, we'll be
honest in saying that we weren't
one of the best teams in the com-
petition," said Faf, who took over
as RCB captain this season.

"We were lucky that there
were some really good perfor-
mances throughout the season
but, as a whole (and) as a team,
we probably don't deserve to be
in the semifinal, if you look at
the period of 15-14 games,"
said the South African in a post-
match video posted by RCB on
Monday.

A win for RCB would have
denied Mumbai Indians a spot
in the playoffs but GT, thanks to
Gill's heroics, chased down a
competitive 198 set by the home
team with five balls to spare.

"It (defeat) still hurts. I me-
an, we tried really hard tonight

(Sunday) and unfortunately just
fell short. Looking at some real
positives in the form of Maxi
(Glenn Maxwell) this year, the
partnerships we had between
myself and Virat (Kohli)... A 50-
run partnership in probably
every game, the consistency
was remarkable.

"(Pacer Mohammed) Siraj
had a great campaign, so some
really, really high positives and
some areas in the game where
we were consistently not great,
I think," added Faf. RCB head
coach Sanjay Bangar said the
team's early exit despite some
outstanding performances from
Kohli, Faf and Siraj was difficult
to comprehend.

"It is indeed very disappoint-
ing because there were some
outstanding performances. We
had to finish a couple of close
games but couldn't. We found
ourselves in a very tight corner
towards the end but (it) doesn't
take away anything from the
guys who preformed."

Kohli ended up with two
centuries and six half-centuries,
while Faf scored eight half-tons,
though the poor performance of
the middle order ultimately cost
them the season. However,
Bangar said that he was happy
the team played some "attrac-
tive" cricket throughout the
tournament.

"The performances put (up)
by the team... We were really a
fighting unit, a very attractive
unit throughout the tourna-
ment, just that very disappoint-
ed that we could not progress in
the tournament," he added.
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Virat Kohli will be among the
first batch of India players

to leave for the World Test
Championship (WTC) final
against Australia in London,
departing in the wee hours of
Tuesday.

Kohli's Royal Challengers
Bangalore teammate Moham-
mad Siraj will also board the
same flight, a day after their
team was knocked out of the
IPL. Spinners R Ashwin and
Axar Patel, and all-rounder
Shardul Thakur, will also be on

the flight as well as the team's
support staff led by Rahul
Dravid.

The two other players who
complete the first list of seven
cricketers are Kolkata Knight
Riders pacer Umesh Yadav and
Lucknow Super Giants' Jaydev
Unadkat, who is recovering
from a shoulder injury.

The final will be played at
the Oval from June 7-11.

"There will be two or three
departures in total. The first
batch leaves at 4.30 am tomor-
row," said a BCCI source.

The seven players, who will

stay back in India for the IPL
playoffs, include skipper Rohit
Sharma, Ravindra Jadeja, Ishan
Kishan, Shubman Gill, Moham-
mad Shami, K S Bharat and
Ajinkya Rahane.

Cheteshwar Pujara is
already playing county cricket in
England and will link up with
the squad in London. It must be
mentioned that India won't play
any warm-up game as the
English County Championship
is on and also this being an ICC
event, the England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) is under no
obligation to arrange practice

matches for the visiting team.
"Also if we play against a

select county XI, it will comprise
mostly second team or develop-
ment squad players, as first
team players are not released
during the championship.
Playing against a weak opposi-
tion doesn't help in quality
practice," a BCCI source told
PTI on the condition of
anonymity.

While the majority of the
Indian team players are going
into the title clash after two
months of IPL, only three WTC-
bound Australians played in

the richest T20 league.
Last week, the great Ricky

Ponting said the Aussies will be
mentally better prepared for
the final but the Indians will
have valuable game time behind
them.

"There are two ways to look
at this. For someone like Virat,
is he better off playing now and
scoring runs at a consistent
basis and have confidence going
into a game rather than the
Australians back home who
haven't been playing much
cricket but will be mentally bet-
ter prepared," Ponting had said.
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Cricket Australia on Monday
declared the country's sea-

soned speedster Josh Hazlewood
"fit and available" for the upcom-
ing World Test Championship
(WTC) final against India and
the Ashes series against old
rivals England.

The WTC final is scheduled
to be held at the Oval in London
from June 7-11, which will be
followed by the five-match
Ashes from June 16 to July 31.

The 32-year-old Hazlewood
returned to Australia after
reporting "minor side soreness"
after his recent Indian Premier
League outing for Royal
Challengers Bangalore two
weeks ago, raising concerns
about his participation in the
forthcoming international
assignments.

However, CA said he is fit to
travel to the UK.

"Josh Hazlewood returned
home from the IPL last weekend
after experiencing minor side
soreness after the completion of
his most recent IPL match," a
CA spokesperson said.

"After a brief and precau-
tionary rest period, Hazlewood
returned to high intensity bowl-
ing last week and will continue
to increase his bowling work-
loads in preparation for the
WTC and Ashes series. Hazle-
wood is considered fit and avail-
able for the WTC and Ashes
Series."

In a relief for the pacer, scans
have revealed no damage as he
returned to bowling ahead of the
Australian squad's departure
for the UK.

Hazlewood played the last
of his three games for Royal
Challengers Bangalore on May
9 and bowled a total of nine
overs in the ongoing IPL from
which his team was knocked out
by Gujarat Titans following a six-
wicket loss in Bengaluru on
Sunday night.

Known for his accuracy
and often compared to the leg-
endary Glenn McGrath, his
presence will be a huge boost for
the Australian bowlers when
they go up against the the likes
of Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma and
Cheteshwar Pujara at the Oval.

The experienced Hazle-
wood has battled injuries over
the last two years and had a four-
month layoff from bowling to
recover from an Achilles issue
sustained in the Sydney Test in
January.

Bought for Rs 7.75 crore by
RCB during the 2022 IPL auc-
tion, Hazlewood has missed
games with side strains over the
last two home Test summers and
suffered the Achilles injury dur-
ing the SCG Test against South
Africa in January.

Hazlewood's return to crick-
et during the IPL was also
delayed thanks to the injury,
with the pacer only featuring in
his first match halfway into the
tournament.

self, that's important.
Besides Gill, GT skipper Hardik

Pandya also lauded his teammates
for the "calmness" in the dugout.

"The calmness which the boys
had was terrific. We wanted to
keep the momentum going. We have
ticked a lot of boxes."

On Gill, the captain said, "He
knows when he plays those cricket-
ing shots, it's a different Shubman
Gill. He doesn't give any chance and
that gives confidence to the other
batter as well."

He added, "We would have
taken 197 at the start, but we didn't
bowl well. Special innings from
Kohli, but we went too early for the
death overs.

"I can't ask anything better
from the boys. Last year, everything
went well for us. We were expecting
people to challenge us. The boys
showed tremendous character."
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Gujarat Titans' batting mainstay
Shubman Gill feels that his

recent success in international and
franchise cricket is primarily due to
a thorough understanding of his
own game and knowing the player
that he is.

The Gujarat Titans opener's
52-ball-104, studded with eight
sixes knocked Virat Kohli's Royal
Challengers Bangalore out of the IPL
as the table toppers successfully
chased down 198 in just 19.1 overs
here on Sunday.

"I know my game... For any
player it's important to know who
you are," Gill, who has a good shot
at the 'Orange Cap' with 680 runs
under his belt (50 short of Faf du
Plessis' 730) said after his team's vic-
tory.

"The new ball was holding on a

bit. It was getting wet due to the dew.
I thought Vijay Shankar was trying
to go too hard. Once he found the
momentum, he hit it a long way," he
added.

He also sounded a warning to
Chennai Super Kings with a scintil-
lating century and an assertion that
they have a great bowling attack to
challenge MS Dhoni's team "on that
wicket" at Chepauk in the playoffs.

"I think we have a great bowl-
ing attack for that (Chennai) wick-
et. It's going to be an exciting one,
playing against Chennai in Chennai.
Hopefully, we'll make it to the final
for the second time," Gill said at the
post-match presentation.

Speaking about his century, the
player of the match said, "It's all
about getting a start and converting
it into a big one. Thankfully, it's
working out for me in the business
end. You have to keep applying your-
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Pumped up after an unprece-
dented seventh IPL hun-

dred, Virat Kohli took a dig at his
critics who felt that he was all but
over as a T20 batter, saying he is
playing some of his best cricket
in the shortest format.

Post the T20 World Cup
semi-final exit last year, there
have been indications that
India's T20 team would under-
go a revamp and although the
official line has been "workload
management" of senior players,
the likes of captain Rohit Sharma
and Kohli himself haven't played
for India in the shortest format.

"I felt great. Lot of people
think that my T20 cricket is
declining, I don't feel like that at
all. I think I am playing my best
T20 cricket again," Kohli said
during an interview with the
BCCI's 'world feed' after his 61-
ball 101 not out against Gujarat
Titans on Sunday.

However, his scintillating
ton was overshadowed by
Shubman Gill's sublime 52-ball-
104 not out, that knocked RCB
out of the IPL.

Kohli, whose strike-rate and
batting against spin in the mid-
dle overs has often been ques-
tioned, has now scored back-to-
back hundreds against Sunrisers

Hyderabad and Gujarat Titans,
taking him atop the list of high-
est number of century makers in
the cash-rich league.

"I'm just enjoying myself.
This is how I play T20 cricket, I

look to hit gaps, hit a lot of
boundaries and then the big
ones towards the end if the sit-
uation allows me to," said Kohli,
who is closing in on 12,000
career T20 runs.
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Virat Kohli sustained a nig-
gle on his right knee dur-

ing Royal Challengers Banga-
lore's last league match against
Gujarat Titans, said head coach
Sanjay Bangar, who asserted
that there is nothing to worry
about. After treating fans with
a sensational hundred, Kohli
took a brilliant catch to dismiss
Vijay Shankar but hurt his
knee in the process.

The talismanic India batter
was seen limping after the
catch. A physio examined him
with Kohli subsequently walk-
ing off the field. He watched the
last five overs of the game
from the dugout.

"Yeah, he had a bit of a nig-

gle in his knee. But I don't think
there is anything serious,"
Bangar said a the post-match
press conference.

Kohli has been in supreme
form, scoring back-to-back
hundreds in the last two games
against Sunrisers Hyderabad
and Gujarat Titans.

"Having scored two back-
to-back hundreds within a gap
of 4 days. He is somebody who
not only wants to contribute
with the bat but even when he
is fielding. He did a lot of run-
ning around. 40 overs a couple
of days ago and today, for 35
overs he was on the field.

"He was giving his best. So
it is going to bother at some
point but I don't think it's any-
thing serious," Bangar added.
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