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Tank Bund is a
gem, we have...
Minister of State Urban
Development and
Municipalit ies KT Rama
Rao called Tank Bund a
gem and asked to look
after the cleanliness of the
tourist spot. Under the
leadership of Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao, the government
machinery is working
tirelessly to make
Hyderabad a cosmopolitan
city. The tourist areas of
Hyderabad are...
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NCERT drops
references to...
The NCERT has dropped
references to the demand for a
separate Sikh nation Khalistan
from the class 12 political
science textbook following
objections from the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC), according
to education ministry officials.
The SGPC had last month
alleged that the National
Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT)
misrepresented historical...

Notes in circulation
rose in value...
The value and volume of
banknotes in circulation increased
by 7.8 per cent and 4.4 per cent,
respectively, during 2022-23 as
compared with 9.9 per cent and 5
per cent, respectively, in 2021-22,
revealed the RBI annual report
released on Tuesday. In value
terms, the share of Rs 500 and Rs
2,000 banknotes together
accounted for 87.9 per cent of the
total value of banknotes in
circulation as on March 31, 2023,
as compared to 87.1 per cent...

Medvedev out of
French ...
World number two Daniil
Medvedev was knocked out of
the French Open in the first
round on Tuesday, losing in five
sets to 172nd-ranked Thiago
Seyboth Wild of Brazil.
Seyboth Wild, who came through
the qualifiers and had never
previously won a Grand Slam
match, triumphed 7-6 (7/5), 6-7
(6/8), 2-6, 6-3, 6-4. It was
Medvedev's fifth loss in the
opening round at Roland Garros
in seven appearances.
"I have watched....
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DDOONN’’TT MMIISSSS......

‘Do not portray low scorers as unsuccessful students or failures’
PNS n MUMBAI

Advertising industry's self-regulato-
ry body ASCI on Tuesday
announced tweaks in its guidelines
for educational bodies' campaigns,
asking them to refrain from stereo-
typing low scoring students as
unsuccessful or failures.

"While fierce pressure in educa-
tion is a reality, advertising must not
perpetuate this problem, normalise
it or exploit student and parental vul-
nerability," Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI) secretary
general and chief executive Manisha
Kapoor said.

The body said it has made the
changes following a consultative
process, and the guidelines seek to
focus on students' mental health and
physical well-being.

Educational institutions, includ-

ing universities, colleges and schools,
coaching classes and edtech plat-
forms need to comply with the
revised guidelines, as per an official
statement.

In FY23, classical education
ranked second among the top viola-
tive categories with 13.8 per cent of
total ads that did not adhere to

ASCI's guidelines.
Education sector advertisers

should not "stereotype students
based on their gender, or appear-
ance, nor portray those who score
low as unsuccessful or failures",
body has suggested.

"While an advertisement may
show disappointment with low

scores, it must not portray an aver-
age or poor scorer as an unsuccess-
ful student or a failure, or show him/
her/them as demotivated, depressed
or unhappy, or receiving less love or
appreciation from parents, teachers
or peers," the body has said.

Also, they should not show school

students compromising on sleep or
meals to study as this normalises
unhealthy habits which are detri-
mental to student health, the revised
guidelines say.

Campaigns must not create a
false sense of urgency or fear of miss-
ing out that could accentuate anxi-
eties amongst school students, or
their parents, it said.

They should not suggest that cer-
tain subjects are associated with par-
ticular genders alone, or that stu-
dents with high scores are always
associated with stereotypical charac-
teristics such as wearing thick glass-
es, ASCI said. "The ASCI guidelines
address the various issues that plague
the sector and we hope that the
industry will follow these in letter
and spirit," secretary in the Ministry
of Consumer Affairs Rohit Kumar
Singh said.

TS set to become power
surplus: Transco CMD
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Chairman and MD of TS
Genco and Transco, Devulapalli
Prabhakar Rao, said that Telangana
is going to become a power surplus
state as Chief Minister KCR is giv-
ing priority to the power sector.

The new Superintending
Engineer Operation Circle (Vidyut
Pragati Bhavan) building in
Jayashankar Bhupalpalle district
built at a cost of Rs 1 crore was inau-
gurated on Tuesday.

Speaking on the occasion, he said
that at the time of TS formation,
electricity consumption was on an
average 1,136 units and today it has
reached 2,140 units.

He said that before the formation
of the state, farmers faced difficul-
ties. As power supply was limited to
three hours during the day and three
hours at night farmers used to
sleep in the fields and were vulner-

able to snake and scorpion bites and
electric shocks.

He said the situation is not the
same today and we are providing
quality power to all.

“As per the CM’s directions, we
are providing quality power to
Hyderabad as well as remote areas. 

TSPSC debars 37 candidates
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana State Public Service
Commission said that it has decid-
ed to debar 37 candidates from writ-
ing TSPSC examinations in future.

The TSPSC has banned till fur-
ther orders the 37 candidates as
there is prima facie evidence of their
involvement in TSPSC’s question
paper leakage case and due to their
arrest and remand to judicial cus-
tody.

If the candidates have any expla-
nation, they should submit it with-
in two days. Otherwise they will be
debarred from appearing in TSPSC
examinations till further orders.

The debarred candidates are
Pulidindi Praveen Kumar, Atla Raja
Shekar Reddy, Renuka Rathode,
Lavdyavath Dhakya,  K. Rajeshwar,
K. Neelesh Naik, Lokya Naik, P.
Gopal Naik, K. Srinivas , K. Rajendar
Naik, Shameem, N. Suresh, D.
Ramesh Kumar, A. Prashanth
Reddy, T. Rajendara Kumar, D.
Thirupathaiah, Sana Prashanth, Y.

Sai Loukik, M. Sai Sushmitha, Kosgi
Venkata Janardhan, Kosgi Maibaiah,
Kosgi Ravi, Kosgi Bhagavanth
Kumar, Kontham Muralidhar Reddy
Akula Manoj Kumar, Aadhi Saibabu,
Ponnam Varun Kumar, Ramavath
Mahesh, Mudavath Shiva Kumar,
Danamneni Ravi Teja, Gunreddy
Kranthi Kumar Reddy Kontham
Shashidhar Reddy, Atla Sucharitha
Reddy, GP Purender Nuthan Rahul
Kumar, Purender Kumar, Lavdaya
Shanthi, Ramavath Dathu, Azmeera
Pruthviraj and Jadhav Rajeshwar.

Inter-caste marriages among
SCs  increased in Telangana

TS Cong apprehensive
of tie-up with Sharmila
SNCN ACHARYULU
n HYDERABAD

YSR Telangana Party President YS
Sharmila is struggling for survival
in politics. She thinks that unless her
party wins at least a handful of seats
in the Telangana Assembly elections
it will not be possible to survive in
politics.

For this, Sharmila is reportedly
trying for an alliance with the
Congress in Telangana through
Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister
DK Shiv Kumar. Sources said
Sharmila has close ties with DK and

in the last 15 days she met DK Shiv
Kumar twice.

TSPSC scam
arrests may touch
100 soon: Anand
HYDERABAD:  Arrests in con-
nection with the TSPSC scam
is likely to touch 100. The
investigation team is on the
job, City Police
Commissioner CV Anand
said at a press meet on
Tuesday.

“I am here to supervise the
investigation and there is a
team investigating. I have no
word to say but the number
may reach 100 in coming
days,” he said.

On May 28 a Special
Investigation Team probing
the TSPSC question paper
leak case arrested power utili-
ty official in Warangal. The
total number of arrests in the
case has now reached 45.

Education sector
advertisers should not
"stereotype students
based on their gender, or
appearance, nor portray
those who score low as
unsuccessful or failures",
ASCI  has suggested.

FOURTH SUPPLEMENTARY CHARGE SHEET IN LIQUOR SCAM

K VENKATESHWARLU
n HYDERABAD

The Enforcement Directorate’s (ED)
counsel told the Rouse Avenue
court that Arun Ramachandra Pillai,
who is an accused in the Delhi liquor
scam, was the representative of BRS
MLC Kavitha and that he had
admitted this himself.

A hearing was held on Tuesday on
the bail petition of Arun Pillai, who
was arrested in the Delhi liquor
scam case. The ED counsel
informed the court that Kavitha was
investigated based on Arun Pillai's
statement.

The ED counsel said that many
properties were bought with the
profits made from liquor sales. The
ED counsel told the court that

meetings were held with MLC
Kavitha regarding the liquor busi-
ness.

Kavita's husband Anil Kumar
and auditor Buchibabu bought prop-
erties in Hyderabad along with
Phoenix Srihari. That is why the ED
issued notices and investigated
Kavitha's role in the Delhi liquor
case.

Pillai’s counsel requested the
court to give him time to hear their
arguments. Reacting to this, Judge
Nag Pal commented that he was
making routine arguments. 

TS-iPass attracts investment
worth Rs 2.61 lakh crore

PNS n HYDERABAD

Inter-caste marriages have
increased in Telangana. As per the
official data of the Telangana gov-
ernment, about 6,315 couples have
benefitted from the incentives of Rs
60.80 crore given for inter-caste
marriages.

In 2014-15 about 758 benefici-
aries registered for the inter-caste
incentive which went up to 1,647
in 2022-23. An incentive of Rs 2.50
lakh is given to a couple to encour-
age inter-caste marriages with SC
men and women.

While Rs 2.1 crore was released
in 2014-15, Rs 10.65 crore was
released in 2022-23.

Incentives are given to inter-caste
couples to achieve social

Integration and to usher in a caste-
less society. Under this scheme a
cash incentive of Rs 10,000 and an
appreciation letter is given to an
inter-caste married couple (either
one of the spouses (or) if both
belong to BCs).

Irrigation for 50L acres in 3 years
NAVEENA GHANATE 
n HYDERABAD

The Telangana government is trying
to create an irrigation potential of 50
lakh acres in the next 3 to 4 years,
that is, 17 lakh acres in 2023-24, 14
lakh acres in 2024-25, and 19 lakh
acres after 2025. Irrigation projects
under construction can achieve the
targeted irrigation potential of 1.25
crore acres in Telangana.

The total irrigation potential cre-
ated in the State is 75 lakh acres
(including 58 lakh acres till 2014)
and stabilization of 32 lakh acres
under major, medium and minor
irrigation projects.

So far, the total irrigation poten-
tial created is 75.10 lakh acres and
balance of 50.25 lakh acres is sched-
uled to be created in the next three
years. 26 projects (19 Major and 7
Medium) are scheduled to be com-
pleted in the next two to three years.

The state is steadily progressing
towards the goal of irrigating 1.25
crore acres due to the initiatives
taken by the Telangana Government
in the last nine years.

The cumulative IP created after
the formation of Telangana State is
17.23 lakh acres (New ayacuts under

major and medium irrigation proj-
ects) besides stabilization of 16.17
lakh acres under existing projects.

Utmost priority is being given for
completing irrigation projects in the
next 3 to 4 years for developing agri-
culture which has been neglected for
a long time.

The budget allocated for major
and medium irrigation projects in
2023-24 is Rs 9,381.34 crore.

The Telangana Government has
given the highest priority to the cre-
ation of infrastructure to irrigate 125
lakh acres in the state against the
total cultivable area of 167 lakh acres.

An ayacut of about 15.80 lakh
acres and 15.26 lakh acres, which
includes SRSP II and Nizamsagar
Ayacut, was stabilized through the
Kaleshwaram Project in the last two
years. Around 50% of 3 TMC works
are completed and 91% of land
acquisition is over.

It is proposed to complete the
project by December 2023 followed
by completion of the canal system in
2 to 3 years. The Palamuru Ranga
Reddy Lift Irrigation Scheme
(PRLIS) canal system is scheduled to
be completed in the next two to
three years.

The government has allocated Rs
596 crore for O&M works in 2022-
23. The State experienced heavy
rains during monsoon 2022 and it
damaged many irrigation struc-
tures.

Field engineers used the enhanced
financial powers given under GO: 45
to take up emergency repairs and
restore systems to ensure uninter-
rupted water supply to the ayacut
with proper maintenance of gates
and canals.

The government also issued GO:
20 with specific guidelines for the
timely maintenance of all pumping
stations.

Many leaders
like Eatala ready
to join us: Jupally
PNS n HYDERABAD

Suspended BRS leader Jupally
Krishna Rao said they are not just
two leaders (he and Ponguleti) but
there are many leaders who are
ready to join them.

“Many leaders like Eatala
Rajender will come along with us.
Wait and see who will come with us,”
Jupally said. Speaking to the media
on Tuesday, Jupally said that the only
item on their agenda is toppling
KCR. “We are speaking to many
leaders. The only thought we have
is how to topple KCR,” he said.
Jupally said that curtains will be
raised to the suspense in the month
of June. He said that it is true that
they had held talks with the BJP
Joining Committee Chairman Eatala
Rajender and he invited them to join
the BJP but they (Jupally and
Ponguleti) had asked Eatala to join
them.

ED names Kavitha several times

PNS n HYDERABAD

The TS-IPass has given approvals to
projects worth Rs 2.61 lakh crore.
As on May 11, 2023, 23,065 units
with a proposed invest-
ment of Rs 2,61,732
crore with an
e m p l o y m e n t
potential of
15,74,798 have
been approved.

A total of
18,587 units
with an invest-
ment of Rs
1,54,690 crore is
employing 9,13,386
persons. That is, 81%
of the units which have
obtained approvals have com-
menced operations as per data
released by the Telangana govern-
ment.

The Government of Telangana
enacted the TS-iPASS (Telangana
State Industrial Project Approval
and Self Certification System) Act
for providing all approvals to entre-
preneurs at a single point within a
set time based on self-certification

furnished by entrepreneurs to accel-
erate industrial growth and to make
Telangana the favoured destination
of investments.

Mega projects will get automat-
ic approvals on submission of

self-certification. All
applicants will be

bestowed with the
right to clearance
under TS-iPASS.
There is a provi-
sion for imposing
penalties on offi-
cers who fail to

provide clearance
within the set time.
The system has

been appreciated all over
the country and it has been

treated as a best practice by the
Centre.

Meanwhile, from 02-06-2014 to
31-03-2023, incentives worth Rs
3,654.57 crore were sanctioned to
25,068 proposals under T-IDEA
(Telangana State Industrial
Development and Entrepreneur
Advancement).
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‘I need my director to unfurl
the character for me

IN LAYERS’

India a major partner in
UN’s  transformation of 

peacekeeping
BRINGING
IN THE RELIGIOUS HOSTILITY
THROUGH HIS IDEALISTIC MIND

Why is the Government of India
going to great lengths protecting
this MP who is accused of sexual
harassment? While the accused

BJP MP Singh is being
shielded by PM
Modi and HM

Shah, the
champion wrestlers

have to resort to
Ganga Visarjan
of their
Olympic
medals. What
an absolute
shame! 

- K T Rama Rao, Minister
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Rahul to address US
Telugus on June 4
PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana Formation Day celebra-
tions will be held in the US on June
2 under the auspices of the Indian
Overseas Congress. TPCC
President Revanth Reddy and
TPCC Vice President Chamala
Kiran Kumar Reddy, who has
already reached the US is examin-
ing the arrangements and will
attend the celebrations. Telangana
Formation Day celebrations will be
held on June 2 in New Jersey and
those who have participated in the
Telangana movement will attend it.

TPCC President Revanth Reddy
will reach the US on June 1 to attend
the ceremony. 

2

P 2

The state is steadily progressing towards
the goal of irrigating 1.25 crore acres due to
the initiatives taken by the Telangana
Government in the last nine years.
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Forecast: Partly Cloudy

Temp: 38
oc

Humidity: 44%

Sunrise: 5:41 AM

Sunset: 6.46 PM

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha

Tithi:Ekadashi: May 30 01:08 PM
to May 31 01:46 PM

Dwadashi: May 31 01:46 PM
to Jun 01 01:39 PM

Nakshatram: 
Hasta: May 30 04:29 AM

to May 31 06:00 AM
Chitra: May 31 06:00 AM

to Jun 01 06:48 AM

Rahukalam: 12:13 PM to 1:51 PM

Yamagandam:  7:22 AM to 8:59 AM

Varjyam: 02:16 PM to 03:55 PM

Gulika: 10:36 AM to 12:13 PM

Amritakalam: 12:11 AM to 01:51 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: Nil

TODAY

HYDERABAD WEATHER

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana BJP president Bandi
Sanjay Kumar demanded that
Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao should
order a comprehensive inquiry
into the irregularities in the
ORR tender process. He sent a
letter to the Chief Minister on
Tuesday regarding this.

He said in the letter that
there are allegations of gross cor-
ruption by the government in
awarding Outer Ring Road
(ORR) toll tender. “As the Chief
Minister, it is your responsibil-
ity to respond on those allega-
tions and clear suspicions,” he
said. He said that already every
year the ORR is generating Rs
415 crore. Even if it increases by
just 5% every seven years, the
government will get Rs 30,000
crore in 30 years.

“What is the reason behind
the government not exploiting
this? Why was the tender award-
ed to a private company by for-
saking revenue that should have
come to the state? Why is the
government secretive about
this?” he asked.

Sanjay said that IRB
Infrastructure Developers

Limited, which got the ORR
lease is responsible for maintain-
ing the Mumbai-Pune
Expressway and for collecting
toll. Its range is 1,014 lane km,
contract period 10 years and
income Rs 8,875 crore.

When the Maharashtra gov-
ernment awarded the tender for
a short period, the people of

Telangana should ask why a ten-
der was awarded for a longer
period at a low price, he said.

Sanjay said the BRS govern-
ment is known to be corrupt in
deals connected with liquor and
contracts. Now KCR’s silence
strengthens suspicions that there
is a huge scam in the ORR ten-
der. Everything from the notifi-
cation of the tenders to finalisa-
tion of guidelines on the ORR
tender has been kept secret.  The
government is also threatening
the media against publishing
news about ORR and they are
being intimidated by sending
legal notices, he said.

Sanjay said that suspicions
that something has happened in
awarding the ORR tender are
getting stronger. Facts regarding
the ORR toll tender should be
brought before the public imme-
diately, he said.

Order probe into ORR deal
SANJAY TO KCRED issues notice to

ex Cong MP Anjan
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) served a notice on TPCC
Working President Anjan
Kumar Yadav asking him to
appear before it at 11 am on
Wednesday (May 31). The
ED served the notice in con-
nection with the ‘National
Herald’ fund raising case.

It may be recalled that
Anjan Kumar Yadav appeared
before the ED on November
22, 2022. Many Telangana
Congress leaders had also
appeared before the ED along
with Anjan Kumar Yadav last
year. Former Ministers Dr J.
Geetha Reddy, Shabbir Ali,
Gali Anil Kumar and others
appeared before the ED.

The ED is investigating the
‘National Herald’ case based
on a complaint by BJP leader
Subramanya Swamy, who said
that irregularities took place
regarding the assets of
‘National Herald’ newspaper
worth Rs 2,000 crore and
equity transactions.

Meira to attend Cong’s
TS Formation Day fete
PNS n HYDERABAD

Former Lok Sabha Speaker
Meira Kumar, who played a
key role in the creation of the
Telangana state as the then
Speaker of the Lok Sabha, is
attending the Telangana
Formation Day celebrations
being organised by the
Congress on June 2.

Speaking to the media on
Tuesday, TPCC Working
President Mahesh Kumar
Goud said the Congress is cel-
ebrating Telangana Formation
Day grandly.

Mahesh said that Meira
Kumar will address the meet-
ing being held at Gandhi
Bhavan. He said that the
TPCC will felicitate Meira
Kumar in a big way on the
occasion and asked party
activists and the public to
attend the function.

He said the party will raise

the national flag at the Gandhi
Bhavan and will organise a
rally from the Babu Jagjivan
Ram statue and LB Stadium to
Gandhi Bhavan via the
Jawaharlal Nehru statue at
Abids. Meira will flag off the
rally at her father Babu
Jagjivan Ram’s statue.

It may be recalled that
Meira Kumar, who was the
then Lok Sabha Speaker, spoke
in the Lok Sabha favouring the
Telangana Bill.

W
hat is happening in
the debt-ridden
state of Andhra

Pradesh is a game of
one-upmanship among
principal political play-
ers engaged in handing
out freebies to voters.
With elections fast-
approaching, these parties
have set a single-point pro-
gramme of wooing voters
with competitively attractive
offers to be able to rule the
state, regardless of the deteri-
orating fiscal health of the
state. The state is already
neck deep in financial prob-
lems due to the implementa-
tion of a plethora of welfare
schemes. Yet, the two main
political parties in Andhra
Pradesh are competing to
hoodwink people in the name
of bringing welfare schemes
for people, though the bene-
ficiaries of government's pro-
grammes comprise mostly
the working class. 

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
founder NT Rama Rao

brought a novel
scheme of giving one

kilogram of rice for two
rupees to poor people
in 1983. NTR's prede-

cessor and
Congress chief

minister Kotla
Vijayabhaskara Reddy was

constrained to take a step in
this regard after observing the
tremendous response from
people when NTR mentioned
this scheme at public meet-
ings during his 35,000-km
yatra on his 'Chaitanya
Ratham'. Everybody, cutting
across party lines, welcomed
the proposal to distribute sub-
sidised rice through nearly
37,800 fair price shops (then)
across the state. Sensing the
political fallout of the public
response to the subsidised
rice scheme proposal of NTR,
Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy intro-
duced the same at Rs.1.90 in
the state, thinking that it
would take the wind out of the
sails of NTR. But NTR react-
ed positively to the then gov-

ernment 's  move and
expressed his confidence that
TDP would end the 35-year
rule of the Congress and
thereafter effectively imple-
ment the subsidised rice
scheme for the poor. NTR
stormed to power, emerging
as the first non-Congress chief
minister of AP. NTR came to
be identified with the popu-
lar scheme so much so that
the credit went to him, though
the Congress government
continued the scheme during
its rule in the later years. 

Supplying subsidised rice to
people in need is understand-
able. But introducing less pro-

ductive schemes requiring
huge outgo is questionable,
especially if they are going to
impair the state’s fiscal health.
Scholarships have been paid
to students in schools and col-
leges annually since the
regime of the first chief min-
ister of combined Andhra
Pradesh Neelam Sanjeeva
Reddy. Yesteryear chief min-
isters did not insist on linking
their names with those
schemes for sheer publicity.
These days chief ministers
inscribe their names as prefix-
es to every welfare scheme.
The term 'Chandranna' could
be found in almost every

scheme implemented in the
state during the rule of TDP
president N. Chandrababu
Naidu. Now, the term has
made way for 'Jagananna',
reflecting the name of YSRCP
president YS Jaganmohan
Reddy. 

Presently, with almost
everything available at their
doorstep in the name welfare
schemes, the working class is
kicking its habit of working to

earn money for at least two
square meals a day. Hence,
there is avoidable scarcity of
farm labour in rural areas
across the state. Even small and
marginal farmers are being
forced to engage farm equip-
ment and machinery at various
stages of cultivation. Some
farmers have started engaging
groups of farm labourers from
distant places like West Bengal
and Bihar.  In these circum-
stances, it is irresponsible on
the part of major political
parties to continue to promise
welfare schemes, ignoring the
looming fiscal disaster. 

Residual AP started its
journey with a deficit of Rs.
16,000 crore in the annual
budget. So, the state ought to
have adopted a careful
approach towards financial
management. Instead, the suc-
cessive rulers made visits to
World Economic Forum sum-
mits at huge costs to the
exchequer – at least Rs. 15
crore each – but returned
almost empty-handed.

Nobody knows whether any
industrial unit of signficance
has been grounded in the
state following MoUs signed
at the WEF summits.

The YSRCP government
has spent Rs. 2.10 crore on
welfare schemes, using most-
ly borrowed funds. The AP
government gets loans at huge
interest rates. Such loans are
not supposed to exceed 30%
of its annual income. Yet, AP
has willingly crossed this
limit. Amidst this fiscal indis-
cipline, the state government
has no qualms telling people
that Rs. 2.10 crore had been
distributed among lakhs of
beneficiaries, suggesting that
the borrowings were made
only for them!

The TDP, at its recent
Mahanadu in Rajahmundry,
brought out its manifesto full
of freebies with a view to
return to power. The promised
schemes have striking similar-
ities with those launched by
YSRCP: offers of paying
Rs.15,000 to every schoolgo-

ing child in the family, month-
ly cash allowance of Rs. 1,500
to women; and unemploy-
ment allowance of Rs. 3,000 to
youth, among others. 

As they say, “a statesman
thinks about the next gener-
ation, while a politician thinks
only about the next election”.
Going by the skewed
approaches of YSRCP and
TDP, where would the state go
with its mounting debts
tomorrow? What path is left
for the person who would be
ruling the state tomorrow? As
things stand, the financial
position of AP is so bad that
the government can't easily
pay salaries to its employees
on the first of every month.
There is nearly Rs.2 lakh debt
burden on the head of every
citizen in the state. 

It is high time major polit-
ical parties in the state under-
stood the implications of
going to voters with freebies
and welfare schemes just to be
in power with least regard for
fiscal discipline.

M D RATNA KUMAR 
Senior Journalist

Presently, with almost everything
available at their doorstep in the
name welfare schemes, the
working class is kicking its habit
of working to earn money for at
least two square meals a day. 

PIN 
POINT 

Political parties not bothered about Andhra Pradesh’s fiscal health!

South should oppose Centre’s move: KTR
NAVEENA GHANATE 
n HYDERABAD

Industri Minister KT Rama
Rao urged South Indian states
to unite against LS delimita-
tion based on population in
2026. “The people of southern
states need to raise their voic-
es cutting across political affil-
iations against this injustice,”
KTR said.

“The irony of the situation
is that states that have not
accepted the Centre’s popula-
tion control measures will
now have the last laugh. Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, AP, Karnataka
and Telangana which have
done well in population con-
trol will now be penalised! Not
only population control and
HDIs, the southern states
which have 18% of the popu-
lation contribute 35% to India’s
GDP,” he said.  KTR said that
the contributors to the nation-
al economy and growth should
not be punished. “This is
indeed a tragedy if it comes
true. The southern states have
been best performers on all

fronts after Independence,”
KTR said.

“The Centre is planning to
redistribute Lok Sabha con-
stituencies on the basis of
population. If this is done, the
Lok Sabha seats for northern
states with the highest popu-
lation like Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar will increase massively,”
he said. In 2026 after delimi-
tation, UP and Bihar will have
222 LS seats, West Bengal 60,

Maharashtra 76, Gujarat 43,
southern states 165 and other
states 282, he said. “For south-
ern states which have been
moving ahead in population
control FP will now become a
'political punishment'. In the
name of achieving national
goals, the northern states,
which have rejected popula-
tion control measures will
now dominate parliament,”
the BRS said.

LS DELIMITATION BASED ON POPULATION TS will soon...
Continued from page 1

After the formation of the
state, to provide quality elec-
tricity supply Rs 97,500 crore
was invested in power gener-
ation, distribution and trans-
mission,” he said.

TS is now able to provide
quality electricity as it spend
Rs 40,000 crore to upgrade its
transmission and distribution
network, Prabhakar said.

He said that the
Bhupalappalli Second Stage
600 MW project was taken
up and completed within a
year and that the generating
capacity of the state which
was 7,778 MW has increased
to 18,565 MW now.

He said that we are in a posi-
tion to provide the electricity
required for the Kaleshwaram
Project. In addition to this
6,500 MW is required for the
Palamuru and Ranga Reddy
lift irrigation schemes. The
Transco Chairman said that
the Miryala Guda
Damaracharla project which
will generate 4,000 MW is
being executed at a cost of Rs
34,000 crore and that it will
start functioning soon. 

TS Cong apprehensive...
Continued from page 1

Meanwhile,  Telangana
Congress leaders are appre-
hensive of an alliance with
Sharmila. The Telangana
sent iment prevents  TS
Congress leaders from opting
for an alliance with Sharmila.

Congress leaders think
that the people of Telangana
consider Sharmila as an AP
leader. A senior Congress
leader said that in the last
Assembly elections,  the
prospects of the party were
damaged due to the alliance
with TDP’s Chandrababu
Naidu.

If the Congress opts for an
alliance with Sharmila in the
coming Assembly elections
the same outcome may get
repeated. During the last
Assembly elections, the BRS
exploited the Telangana sen-
timent due to the Congress
alliance with Chandrababu
Naidu.

The BRS stamped
Chandrababu as  ant i-
Telangana. This also helped
the BRS to come to power.
Now, if the Congress forges
an alliance with Sharmila,
Congress leaders think that
the BRS will exploit the
Telangana sentiment again.

After the victory in the
Karnataka Assembly elec-
tions, Congress leaders think
that their party’s prospects
have improved in Telangana.
So they think that if they
have an a l l iance with
Sharmila it may result in
losing ground to the BRS.

Telangana Congress lead-
ers have decided to tell their
high command about this if
Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister Shiv Kumar propos-
es an alliance with Sharmila.

Sources said that Sharmila
is exerting pressure on Shiv
Kumar for an alliance with
the Congress in Telangana.

ED mentions...

Continued from page 1

The Judge suggested that argu-
ments should be presented in
written form. The hearing was
adjourned to June 2. On
Tuesday, the ED submitted a
fourth supplementary charge
sheet to the court. The ED
mentioned Sisodia’s role in the
Delhi liquor scam and Kavitha’s
name several times in its charge
sheet. The ED said in its charge
sheet that there is an agreement
between South Group and
AAP leaders. Sisodia indulged
in irregularities in the Delhi
liquor policy. They prepared a
liquor policy to benefit the
south group and AAP leaders
took bribes from it. 

TS-IPass...

PNS n HYDERABAD

Kisan Congress Vice-President
M. Kodanda Reddy said that
the BRS is an opportunistic
political party and its govern-
ment is also opportunistic.

He said that there was lot of
opposition to the Dharani
portal and that the TPCC has
set up a committee on the ille-
galities that the government is
doing in the name of Dharani.

Addressing the media on
Tuesday, Kodanda said that
the BRS spread lies to silence
farmers who were against the
government.

The farmers of Telangana
suffered heavy losses due to
unseasonal rains, he said and
added that so far no compen-
sation has been given to the
farmers.

Kodanda said that
Telangana is the only state
which has not implemented
crop insurance. The govern-
ment is not giving agricultur-
al equipment to farmers on
subsidy.

He said that Dharani dan-
das are running in Collector's

offices. Around 52 farmers
committed have suicide due to
Dharani problems. He said
that a Tahsildar was burnt alive
due to Dharani. So far records
about the lands of 15 lakh
farmers have not been
uploaded online, he said.

He said that Dharani has
become a big scandal and
that BRS leaders made billions
through Dharani.

“Why hasn't Minister
Harish Rao corrected
Dharani's mistakes? Former
Chief Secretary Somesh
Kumar was the main person
behind Dharani. KCR hired
Somesh to generate income for
the government and the BRS.

Continued from page 1

Under T-PRIDE
(Telangana State
Programme for Rapid
Incubation of  Dalit
Entrepreneurs) from 02-
06-2014 to 31-03-2023,
incentives worth Rs 1381.8
crore were sanctioned to
28,184 units promoted by
SC Entrepreneurs.

Incentives worth Rs
1,448.33 crore were sanc-
tioned to 31,057 units pro-
moted by ST entrepre-
neurs and incentives worth
Rs 114.64 crore were sanc-
tioned to 2104 units pro-
moted by PHC entrepre-
neurs.

75ASIs promoted as
SIs: DGP Anjani Kumar
PNS n HYDERABAD

The state's different wings are
on the task to celebrate the
10th anniversary of
Telangana's formation day.
The Police Department has
announced that after acknowl-
edging the hard work of
Telangana police, 75 Assistant
Sub-Inspectors have been pro-
moted to the rank of Sub-
Inspectors.

Director General of Police
Anjani Kumar said, "To com-
memorate the 10th anniver-
sary of Telangana's statehood
formation day, the Telangana
Government has acknowl-

edged the commendable hard
work and unwavering dedica-
tion of the Telangana police.
As a gesture of appreciation, 75
ASIs have been promoted to
the rank of SIs."

The details of promotions
will be out soon. 

BRS is an opportunistic
party, says Kodanda

TS spends Rs 50k crore
annually for social welfare
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana Government
has unveiled a golden era in the
social welfare sector by imple-
menting numerous welfare
schemes. On the occasion of
decennial celebrations of
Telangana formation, the Chief
Minister's PRO released a com-
pilation ‘Telangana Implements
– India Emulates.’

The report says that the
Telangana government is imple-
menting public welfare schemes
by allocating Rs 50,000 crore
every year. These welfare
schemes have provided mini-
mum security for the poor.
Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao had decid-
ed that there must not be any
hunger deaths and that mini-
mum life security should be
provided to everyone.

For pensions in the period
between 2004-14, previous gov-
ernments allocated only Rs
5,558 crore in united Andhra
Pradesh. The Telangana govern-
ment allocated Rs 58,696 crore.

While child marriages were
56 per cent in 2011-2014 they

have been reduced substantial-
ly in 2014-2023 after Kalyana
Lakshmi scheme was intro-
duced in the state. An aid of Rs
1,00,116 is provided for the mar-
riage expenses of a daughter. 

In eight years, Rs 11,130
crore was spent under the
Kalyana Lakshmi scheme for
12,71,839 poor families.

For Scheduled Castes, from
2014-15, Rs 92,640.41 crore
has been spent. In 2014-15, the
expenditure for Scheduled
Castes was Rs 2936 crore which
went up to Rs 20,264 crore. 

Under the ST sub plan, the
TS government spent Rs
43,936.32 crore.

As per the report, today
many states are formulating
schemes based on Telangana’s
schemes. Schemes being imple-
mented by the Centre and
many state governments are
inspired by Telangana schemes
like the Prime Minister's Kisan
Samman Fund which is a repli-
ca of Rythu Bandhu, Har Ghar
Jal which is like Mission
Bhagiratha, Amrit Sarovar,
which is a copy of Mission
Kakatiya. 

‘Sengolmaal’ is diversionary tactic
PNS n HYDERABAD

Industries Minister KT Rama
Rao took a dig at the Sengol
installed by Prime Minister
Modi in Parliament.

In a tweet, he said, “What
is this “SenGolMaal”? All of
a sudden, a new diversionary
tactic?”

In a counter to it BJP State
President Sanjay said in a
tweet, “Father - (says) Hindu
Gallu Bondhu gallu. Son
(says) SenGolMaal. What

else can you expect from
uncultured morons??? Come
out of your slave mentality of
thinking low of our own
culture. (sic).”

Responding to it KTR said,
“Uncultured morons are
those who celebrate rapists,
those that welcome murder-
ers, those that insult
Mahatma Gandhi, those that
leak exam papers and toy
with the lives of youth and
those that insult our sports
champions.”
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Minister of State Urban
Development and
Municipalities KT Rama Rao
called Tank Bund a gem and
asked to look after the clean-
liness of the tourist spot.

Under the leadership of
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao, the gov-
ernment machinery is work-
ing tirelessly to make
Hyderabad a cosmopolitan
city. The tourist areas of
Hyderabad are being beauti-
fied to attract world tourists. 

As a part of that, the Tank
Bund, which has become a
tourist spot of the metropolis,
has been beautifully designed.
Due to this, tourists are flock-
ing to the Tank Bund in the
evening and on holidays.

However, when the matter
of the being unhygienic for
tourists was taken to the notice
of the Minister, he released a
video on his Twitter account
and gave a message.

Tank Bund is a symbol of
centuries of history. The
Telangana government has
taken the beautification of
Tank Bund with pride and
added more touches to this
unique structure. He pointed
out that it is our responsibili-
ty to ensure that the environ-
ment of Tank Bund is clean,

providing pleasure and happi-
ness to the city people and
tourists and enhancing the
brand image of Hyderabad.

"I appeal to all the people
to maintain cleanliness in the
tourist places which are a
source of pride for us like the
house where we live," he said.

The netizens also com-
mented on the issue of birth-
day celebrations and cake
smashes. One of the netizens
Ravinder said, "There is a
craze among the youth to cel-
ebrate birthdays on the Tank
Bund. About 50 individuals
celebrate their birthdays every

night at the Tank Bund and lit-
ter the place. 

Action must be taken
againstany celebration where
people avoid dustbins."

The police officials said
monitoring is 24/7, but peo-
ple will protect the Tank
Bund only when the govern-
ment announces rules and
regulations on its mainte-
nance. 

"We have no authority to
stop them from celebrating
though we instruct them
against yelling and perform-
ing crazy stunts," the police
said. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

State Rural Development
Minister Errabelli Dayakar
Rao said that Telangana's
DWRCA women's associa-
tions are setting a remarkable
example for the rest of the
country with their outstanding
achievements. He said that
their savings and loan value
have surpassed the national
average, making them a source
of inspiration for women
across the nation. 

During an event held on
Tuesday, Minister Dayakar
Rao unveiled the annual plan
for bank linkage for the year
2023-24. The target for bank
linkage by Society for
Elimination of Rural Poverty
(SERP) was set at Rs 15,037.40
crore. 

A book featuring success
stories of women who estab-
lished small industries with
bank loans was released.
Awards were presented to
women and officers who
demonstrated exceptional tal-
ent in various categories.

Addressing the gathering,
Minister Dayakar Rao empha-
sised the importance of
women's progression from
small to large-scale entrepre-
neurs. He urged banks to pro-

vide sufficient funds to women
and relax loan terms as much
as possible. He also called for
uniform interest rates across all
banks and encouraged them to
minimise service charges. 

Minister Errabelli highlight-
ed the loan recovery rate of 98
per cent achieved by women in
the country. While 57 per cent
of women receive loans nation-
wide, Telangana provides loans
to 76 per cent of women. On
an average, each Dwcra com-
munity receives loans of Rs
5,56,556, the Minister
explained.

In all 32 districts of the state,
98 per cent of women are
actively involved in Dwakra
Sanghas. The 553 Mandal
Samakhyas and 4,30,358 Self-
Help groups have a combined
membership of 46,46,120
women. As on March 31, the

outstanding debt balance of
these self-help groups is Rs
3,924.50 crore.

Sandeep Kumar Sultania,
Principal Secretary of the
Panchayat Raj and Rural
Development Department,
expressed surprise at the
numerous success stories
shared by women. He empha-
sised that there are still many
more stories waiting to be
heard. Within just four years,
women have achieved a busi-
ness turnover of Rs 100 crore,
and Sultania explained that if
women continue to develop as
entrepreneurs, it will not only
benefit their families but also
contribute to the betterment of
the state and the country.

Various women's associa-
tions across the state shared
their experiences and success
stories.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Cyberabad police on May
25 conducted a surveillance
programme to monitor 143
sexual offenders in its jurisdic-
tion.

The list of offenders under
scanner includes those convict-
ed for crimes against women
and children, those who have
done heinous crimes of rape
and murder as well as offend-
ers involved in sexual offences
against innocent minors.

The exercise was carried in
all five zones - Madhapur,
Rajendra Nagar, Balanagar,
Medchal and Shamshabad.
The programme comprised
checking current whereabouts
of all offenders, their activities
in their residential areas plus in
their neighbourhood areas,
whether offender is involved in
any other crime in any other
area and the updated residen-
tial details of the offenders were
recorded.

For protection, safety and
security of the public, a care-
ful watch on activities of sex
offenders is warranted. The
surveillance on activities of
offenders through an extensive
network of ground intelligence
and beat policing was under-
taken for prevention of crimes
by the habitual offenders.

RS 5,56,556 GIVEN TO EACH DWCRA COMMUNITY ON AN AVERAGE Tank Bund is a gem, we
have to keep it clean: KTR

Sexual
offenders
under watch 
in Cyberabad
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In yet another case of financial
deceit, E-store India (Axis E
Corp Pvt. Ltd and Ayurcare
Health Products Pvt Ltd) has
come under scrutiny for its
fraudulent supermarket
scheme. 

The Central Crime Station
registered a case, numbered
141/2023, against nine indi-
viduals involved in perpetrat-
ing deceptive investment
schemes. The police also
arrested Maneesh Katti and
Syed Ajmal Mehdi Sajjad, who
served as marketing in-charges
for the company, actively pro-
moting two schemes that
ensnared unsuspecting vic-
tims.

According to police, under
the individual distributor
scheme, victims were lured
into investing Rs 8,991, with
the promise of receiving Ayur
Care health products valued at
Rs 9,000. In addition, they
were provided with an E-
Store India company board for
advertisement purposes. The
victims were assured a month-
ly payment of Rs 1,100 for a

period of 36 months, contin-
gent upon them displaying the
company board and submit-
ting a photograph as proof.  

In the more elaborate E-
Store supermarket scheme,
victims were encouraged to
invest a minimum of Rs 25
lakh to establish their own
supermarket. E-store India
made grand promises of pro-
viding the necessary infra-
structure, managing rental
expenses, hiring staff, and
ensuring monthly profits.
Police said that the victims
received profits for only a
short period before experienc-
ing sudden defaults, plunging
them into significant losses.

The city police identified 44
individuals from Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana who
were enticed into investing Rs
25 lakh each in the supermar-
ket business. Over 300 individ-
uals collectively lost crores of
rupees due to the deceptive
practices employed in the
individual distributor scheme.
Authorities have frozen five
bank accounts linked to the
accused individuals, which
hold a total of Rs 6.5 crore.
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The National Medical Council
(NMC) announced on
Tuesday the cancellation of
admissions to MBBS courses
at the private medical college
owned by BJP MP Sujana
Chowdary in Ghanpur. The
council further revoked the
licence of the medical college,
which is located in Ghanpur.

The MediCiti Institute of
Medical Sciences, Ghanpur,
owned by Sujana Chowdary,
was previously affiliated to
Kaloji Narayana Rao
University of Health Sciences
in Warangal. However, the
NMC's cancellation order
specifically stated that admis-
sions to the MBBS course at
MediCiti Institute of Medical
Sciences for the academic year

2023-24 have been cancelled.
The status update issued by

NMC read, "Recognised for
100 seats. Recognised for
increase of seats from 100 to
150 when degree granted on
or after February, 2017.
(Previously under NTR
University of Health Sciences).
Admission has been stopped
u/s 26 of NMC Act. 2019 for
the Academic Year 2023-
2024."

It maybe mentioned here
that Sujana Chowdary, is a
prominent political figure as a
member of the BJP and a
Member of Parliament. The
cancellation of admissions and
the revocation of the medical
college's licence could have
broader implications, both
politically and in the medical
education sector.

PNS n HYDERABAD

In a  heist  that  seemed
straight out of a movie, a
gang f rom Khanapur,
Maharashtra, drew inspira-
tion from films like "Special
26" (2016) starring Akshay
Kumar and "Gang" (2018)
featuring Suriya. Their metic-
ulously planned robbery left
the victim oblivious to the
crime until the gang had
made their escape. 

However, the police man-
aged to apprehend four of the
accused, one of whom is an
employee of the targeted gold
shop. 

The police have identified
the accused as  Rahman
Gafoor Athar (30), Zakir
Ghani Athar (35), Praveen
Yadav (32)  and Akash Arun
Hovil (31). However, several
others involved in the crime
are still absconding. The
police managed to seize 7
gold biscuits while a total of
17 gold biscuits went missing.

The police said that the phase
II of this operation is still
ongoing.

According to the police,
the gang involved collabora-
tion between the accused
from Maharashtra and Goa.
Zakir Ghani Athar, one of the
arrested individuals, had
been working at Harshad
Gold Melting Shop, located at

Pot Market, Secunderabad,
for the past one month. The
gang planned to steal gold
bars from Siddi Vinayaka
Gold Shop, where Zakir had
insider knowledge.  The
of fenders  arr ived in
Hyderabad on May 24 on a
bus and train, and checked
into Delhi Lodge at Patny
Centre, Secunderabad. 

Zakir acquainted them
with the plan, showcasing the
targeted gold shop to his
accomplices, Babu and Lala,
on the fourth f loor of
Navketan Complex. On May
27, all the accused entered
the shop posing as IT offi-
cials, brandishing fake ID
cards. 

Within a matter of 10 to 15
minutes, they swiftly confis-
cated all cellphones and loot-
ed the gold biscuits weighing
1,700 grams, valued at Rs 60
lakh. The gang escaped, leav-
ing the confined workers
behind.

The incident was brought
to l ight  when Vikas
Khedekar, the 23-year-old
manager of Siddi Vinayaka
Shop located in Pot Market,
Secunderabad, filed a written
complaint on May 27. The
assailants reportedly then
confined the workers in a
room by locking the door
from outside before fleeing
the scene.
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Hyderabad City Police have
busted several direct selling
companies, uncovering a
bogus company operating
within the premises of
Swapnalok Complex, where
four persons lost their lives in
a fire accident. The Central
Crime Station has apprehend-
ed three individuals involved
in fraudulent marketing prac-
tices and identified 150 vic-
tims who have been deceived.

Hyderabad Commissioner
of Police CV Ananad revealed

that QNET, a Hong Kong-
based direct sales company
that has been involved in sev-
eral court trails and controver-
sies for allegedly scamming
many people has relaunched
its sub-franchise Vihaan
Direct Selling India Pvt. Ltd.
Police revealed that 12 accused
individuals who established a
bogus company named V-
Empire at Swapnalok
Complex, were identified. 

The victims, predominant-
ly unemployed youth and
innocent members of the pub-
lic, were enticed with the

promise of monthly returns
ranging from Rs 20,000 to Rs
60,000 based on their invest-
ments, which ranged from Rs
50,000 to Rs 1.5 lakh. The col-
lective loss suffered by the vic-
tims amounts to Rs 3 crore.
Additionally, 35 bank accounts
belonging to Vihaan Direct
Selling Pvt. Ltd. and others,
with a total of Rs 54 crore have
been frozen. 

According to police, the
prime accused, Rajesh
Khanna, along with others,
lured victims by conducting
motivation classes and

promising lucrative returns
through an e-commerce busi-
ness. They operated a pyramid
scheme disguised as a direct
selling business, which is
strictly prohibited under the
Telangana government's direct
selling guidelines issued in
2017. 

CP Anand said, "These
companies that have been
notorious for being involved
in such scams, are re-entering
the scene with new names.
They approach the public with
Registrar of Companies certi-
fication and people believe

that. While Cyber crimes are
a major concern, these multi-
level marketing schemes are
also a major cause of concern
where people get cheated." 

The official urged the pub-
lic to exercise caution and be
aware of schemes that may
violate local guidelines and
regulations, such as the
Telangana Direct Selling
Guidelines of 2017. He
emphasised the importance of
reporting any suspicious
schemes to the nearest police
to protect the public from
potential scam.
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The Telangana State Level
Police Recruitment Board
(T SLPRB)  on Tuesday
released the results for Sub-
Inspector exams held in
March-April 2023.

A total of 1, 79,459 candi-
dates appeared for the exams
out of whom 1,50,852 candi-
dates cleared it, recording an
84 % qualification. Various
posts including SCT PCs
civil and / or equivalent
posts, transport constables,
prohibition & excise consta-
bles; SCT SIs civil; SCT PC
IT&CO , SCT SI IT&CO,
SCT PC driver, operator,
SCT ASI FPB, SCT SI PTO
and SCT PC Mechanic.

Attendance and perfor-
mance details of the candi-
dates in each of the eight
exams mentioned are being
hosted in the respective
login areas of the candi-
dates from May 30 onwards.

Final Keys of all the OMR
based (Objective Type) tests
of the exams will be avail-
able on TSLPRB website:
w w w . t s l p r b . i n .
Simultaneously, scanned
copies of individual OMR
sheets of all the pertinent
OMR based  (Objec t ive
Type) tests taken by each
candidate wil l  be made
available in the respective
login areas. Candidates can

access the scanned copies of
OMRs by logging into their
respective user accounts on
the TSLPRB website.

Those facing inconve-
nience in finding the key
may send an e-mail or con-
tact 93937 11110 or 93910
05006. Candidates from the
SC, ST categories who wish
to submit their answers for
re-evaluation are required to
pay  a  fee  of  Rs  2 ,000.
Candidates from the gener-
al category must pay Rs
3,000 for the same.

The TSLPRB website will
allow candidates to submit
their answers for revaluation
from 8 am on June 1 to 8 pm
on June 3.  Separate requests
must be made for revalua-
tion of each of the papers.

"Candidates will be given
an opportunity to correct
any erroneous entries earli-
er made by them in their
application, at the time of
certificate verification." 
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Telangana Minister for
Animal Husbandry Talasani
Srinivas Yadav announced that
a new library worth Rs 60 lakh
will be constructed in
Shaikpet. He laid the founda-
tion stone for the library on
Tuesday. 

He further stated that Rs
9.40 crore will be spent to con-
struct new buildings for 14
libraries which are currently
located in rented buildings or
lie in a dilapidated state. He

stressed on the restoration of
these libraries claiming that
they were neglected by the
previous governments. The
Minister also alleged that
funds weren't allocated for
repairing these libraries.

Yadav went on to say, "A
large number of candidates
appearing for competitive
exams visit these libraries for
preparation. The Telangana
government has been provid-
ing all facilities, including
study material for such
exams."

84% crack TSLPRB SI exams
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Telangana State Cyber Security
Bureau has alerted the public on
5S for safe Internet banking.
Following the rise in the number
of cases, the Cyber Bureau said
each S stands for protecting
from online scam or fraud. These
are S- for suspicious link alerts,
S- for strong and unique pass-
words, S-for software updates, S-

for secure websites and applica-
tions and S- for secure network.

The suspicious link has been
among the top issue of most
complaints, they also ignore to
come out and spread awareness
that they lost money by clicking
a message link. They follow a ran-
dom number's sending link for
a lottery or quick payments and
transact money but get nothing
at the end, said the police.

Strong and unique pass-
words; There are already instruc-
tions from the banks concerned
that passwords must be protect-
ed and changed from time to
time, so this helps to stay safe.

The police also said that soft-
ware updates also indirectly get
viruses into the system and
frauds can be reduced by follow-
ing the links that are being
clicked.
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Social activists from
Hyderabad stood in solidar-
ity with women wrestlers
Vinesh Phogat and Sakshi
Malik who are fighting for
justice on harassment they are
going through and how they
were detained in Delhi
recently.  The activists also
demanded the arrest of the
Wrestling Federation of India
chief Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh as the situation wors-
ened and wrestlers planned to
immerse their medals in the
Ganga. The Hyderabad group

stood near Hussain Sagar
and also protested in front of
new Ambedkar statue. 

Tejaswini, one among
them, said, "We were disgust-
ed on how our Olympians
were treated by the govern-
ment and how sexual assault
accused was being protected.
When wrestlers took the
extremely painful decision
to throw their hard-earned
medals in Ganga, we thought
the least we could do is to
stand near Hussain Sagar in
solidarity. We stood in front
of Ambedkar statue for an
hour."

FOUR VICTIMS OF SWAPNALOK FIRE LINKED TO DECEPTIVE DIRECT SELLING FIRM

Direct selling firms resurface with bogus ops

ROBBERS TAKE LEAF FROM MOVIE PLOT

Gang that posed as IT men to loot shop busted

Cyber Security alert 
5S for online scam

‘E-store India' dupes investors

Sajjanar lauds
RTC staff for
their laurels in
S Korea 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana State Road
Transport Corporation
(TSRTC) Managing Director
VC Sajjanar on Tuesday con-
gratulated TSRTC employees
for their performance at the
International Asia-Pacific
Masters Games.

The archers from
Telangana bagged two medals
in the tournament. Jedimetla
depot conductor M  Anjali
won the gold medal in the 18-
meter category, while
Karimnagar Zonal Workshop
mechanic K Kishan won the
silver medal in the 30-meter
category.

The two archers were
selected for the tournament
based on their performances
at the All India Masters
Games held in Hyderabad in
February. 

Congratulating the win-
ners, Sajjanar said, "It is a
matter of pride for the organ-
isation to excel in internation-
al sports and win two medals.
TSRTC will provide all pos-
sible support to the employ-
ees participating in interna-
tional and national sports."

He said that best results
can be achieved in sports only
with continuous hard work
and practice.

Rs 60 lakh library to come
up in Shaikpet

‘TS DWCRAs’ growth story
a role model for country’

NMC revokes
admissions to BJP
MP Sujana's college

Hyd activists stand in solidarity
with women wrestlers



SNCN ACHARYULU
n HYDERABAD

The aim of all politicians is to
contest elections. The Telangana
Assembly and Lok Sabha elections
will be held one after the other
with a gap of six months.

Some politicians are showing
interest in contesting Assembly
elections and some others are
interested in contesting to the Lok
Sabha.

In Telangana, the BRS, the
Congress and the BJP are the main
political parties. While the lead-
ers of the BRS and the Congress
are showing interest in contesting
to the Assembly, BJP leaders are
interested in contesting in the Lok
Sabha elections.

The reason is that BRS leaders
are confident of a hat-trick victo-
ry while Congress leaders strong-
ly believe that they will come to
power after a decade. BJP leaders
are confident of a hat-trick victo-
ry in the Lok Sabha elections in
Telangana.

The Karnataka Assembly elec-
tions have changed the mindset of
Congress and BRS leaders in
Telangana. BRS and Congress
leaders think that if their party
comes to power in the Assembly
elections they have a chance of
becoming a minister.

BJP leaders think that if they
win in the Lok Sabha elections
they will get a chance to join the
Union Cabinet.

Before the Karnataka Assembly
elections, BJP leaders had hopes
of coming to power in TS. But
after the Karnataka Assembly
elections, they don’t think that
they wil l  come to power in
Telangana but are confident of a
BJP victory in the Lok Sabha
elections.

At  present  there  i s  heavy
demand for Assembly tickets in
the BRS and the Congress and in
the BJP there is demand for Lok
Sabha tickets. The MPs of the BRS
and the Congress prefer to contest
Assembly elections than the Lok
Sabha elections.
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Addressing political opponents,
he asserted, "The Chairman of
the Joining Committee, Etala
Rajender, recently claimed that
the BJP's work is done at
Khammam with no scope to
gain further support. He him-
self has given up that nobody
is joining BJP. The disparity
between their words and
actions is glaring."

Minister for Finance T
Harish Rao concluded by high-
lighting Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar  Rao's unparal-
leled understanding of
Telangana's issues and the
needs of its people. He dis-
missed claims made by other
political parties, stating,
"Narendra Modi and Rahul
Gandhi cannot match KCR's
knowledge about the Palamuru
lift irrigation schemes."

He reminded the audience of
the challenges faced during
the Congress rule, including
power outages, lack of drinking
water, inadequate pensions,
and the absence of initiatives
like Rythu Bandhu and Rythu
Bima. He reiterated the com-
mitment of the BRS party to

serve the interests of the poor
and marginalised sections of
society.

In conclusion, Harish Rao
emphasised, "The BRS party
creates fear in both the BJP and
the Congress. Let us not forget
the days of lathi charges on
farmers for fertilisers and the
struggles of enduring power
shortages during the Congress
rule.

The Minister urged the pub-
lic to recognise the positive
changes brought about by the
BRS government, stating,
"Gone are the times when we
had to endure burning motors
and exploding transformers.
Under the BRS government, we
have witnessed significant
improvements in various
aspects of governance."

Highlighting the importance
of the Rythu Bandhu scheme,
he asserted, "To ensure the
continued success of the Rythu
Bandhu initiative, the BRS gov-
ernment must remain in
power."

He criticised the Congress
rule, stating, "Congress rule
equates to no access to 24-hour
electricity, no drinking water,
no 2000 pension, no Rythu

Bandhu, and no Rythu Bima. It
is clear that the BRS party, led
by our Chief Minister KCR, is
a party that prioritizes the
needs of the poor."

In conclusion, Harish Rao
emphasised, "The BRS party
instils fear in both the BJP and
the Congress. It is our relentless
dedication to the welfare of the
people that sets us apart. Let us
unite under the leadership of
KCR and continue the remark-
able progress we have achieved
thus far."

Achampet farmers gathered
in a Thanksgiving meeting to
express their gratitude to the
Telangana State Government
for approving and allocating
2300 crores towards the
Acchampet Irrigation projects.

During the meeting, the
Minister addressed the atten-
dees, stating, "Today is an extra-
ordinary day as we witness two
remarkable developments in
the Achampet Constituency.
Firstly, the inauguration of a
100-bed government hospital,
which will enhance healthcare
services in the region. Secondly,
the realization of our long-
awaited dream of Krishna river
water reaching Acchampet."

PNS n NAGARKURNOOL

Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) leader Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka has challenged
Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao and MLAs
if they have the courage to
meet the people without police
escort. He dared the Chief
Minister and MLAs to venture
out without police escort to
understand the ground reality.

Speaking to the media per-
sons at Chandrakal village
under Peddakothpalle mandal
in the district on Tuesday, the
CLP leader condemned the
arrest of leaders belonging to
the Congress and other oppo-
sition parties ahead of the visit
of Minister for Finance T
Harish Rao to the district. 

“What is the purpose of
inaugurations without meeting
people or inviting them for
such events,” he asked. He
expressed the opinion that the
Ministers must mingle with
people and listen to their griev-

ances in an effort to redress
them. Instead, the police were
told to resort to midnight
arrests of people who ques-
tioned the government and
highlighted the “irregularities
in schemes,” he said. 

Vikramakar wondered
whether the leaders belonging
to the Congress and opposition
parties were “banned under the

law.” He demanded that the
government explain why it
resorted to the midnight arrest
of leaders who raised their
voices against it. He lashed out
at the government for “tram-
pling on the right of the peo-
ple.” He exhorted the police to
follow the manual and not to
obey the diktats of the rulers.
He threatened to take action

against the police personnel
who were violating the rules
after the Congress party came
to power. 

A number of sarpanches
were planning to highlight the
pending bills for the works exe-
cuted. The sarpanches, in fact,
wanted to bring the issue to the
notice of Minister for Finance
T Harish Rao, during the lat-
ter’s visit to the district. But the
sarpanches were arrested ahead
of the Minister’s visit, he said. 

Vikramarka further said that
former prime minister Rajiv
Gandhi ushered in the Gram
Swaraj scheme. He introduced
the scheme to release funds
directly from the Centre to
gram panchayats. He took sev-
eral steps to strengthen the
Panchayat Raj, he said. 

He pointed out that it would
not be enough to name the
new Secretariat after B R
Ambedkar. The government
should respect the Constitution
which was drafted by
Ambedkar.  

Congress Legislature Party leader Mallu Bhatti Vikramaraka addressing a media
conference at Chandrakla village in Nagarkurnool on Tuesday

Bhatti dares CM, BRS MLAs
to shed police escort

Minister for Finance T Harish Rao speaking at a meeting at Achampet in Nagarkurnool on Tuesday

Harish takes a dig at Eatala 

PNS n WANAPARTHI

Home Minister Mohammed
Mahmood Ali on Tuesday inau-
gurated the newly-built district
police office, along with Minister
for Agriculture S Niranjan
Reddy and Director General of
Police Anjani Kumar. 

The Home Minister praised
the police for their excellent per-
formance. He said that Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao pioneered several innova-
tive schemes and the State made
rapid strides towards develop-
ment under his leaders.  

The MPs in Delhi used to
describe Telangana State as a
power-deficit State. Now, the
State topped the list of States in
having CCTV cameras. In fact,
64% of the State was covered by
CCTV cameras. The SHE teams
are constituted to provide secu-
rity to women. The credibility
of police among the people has
enhanced, he said. 

The police are given a free
hand and budgetary alloca-
tions were increased, he said.
Niranjan Reddy and others
also spoke 

Home Minister
inaugurates
SP’s office 

New look Nandi Junction welcomes devotees to Sri Rajarajeshwara swamy
temple in Vemulawada. popularly known as Dakshina Kasi

SPIRIT OOF RREVERENCE

PNS n MAHABUBNAGAR

Minister for Prohibition
Excise, sports and Tourism Dr
V Srinivas Goud has said the
State government made better
medical services accessible to
people by establishing urban
clinics and maintained that the
Government General Hospital
in the town is offering health-
care to patients on a par with
corporate hospitals. 

Talking to the media here
on Tuesday, after inaugurating
a physiotherapy centre for the
aged at the Government
Hospital, and urban clinics at
TD Gutta and Veeranna Peta,
the Minister recalled how the
patients used to dread to go
the Government Hospital in
the past. 

The patients in the past
were not confident of receiv-
ing good treatment. However,
in the new State the first-ever
medical college was estab-
lished in Mahabubnagar and
the district hospital was
upgraded to the general hos-
pital. Modern equipment is
provided in the hospital
besides large-scale recruit-
ment of doctors and nurses. 

An oxygen plant has been
set up in the hospital during

the pandemic situation. The
hospital ICU has a bed
strength of 65 and the hospi-
tal has 550 beds with oxygen
facility. During the covid, the
hospital saved many precious
lives, he added. 

The Urban Clinics would
solve problems related to
health care, the minister said.
The urban clinics perform 104
types of diagnostic tests free of
cost. If samples are given in
urban clinics, the report would

be given in 24 hours. In case of
emergencies, ambulance ser-
vices are provided as an ancil-
lary to the urban clinics. 

Municipal Chairman KC
Narsimhulu, MUDA
Chairman Ganji Venkanna,
Municipal vice chairman
Ganesh, DMHO Dr Krishna,
General Hospital
Superintendent Dr Ram
Kishan, deputy superintendent
Dr Jeevan and others were
present on the occasion. 

Physiotherapy centre for aged,
urban clinics inaugurated Former MP, MLAs join party

BRS FORAY INTO MP

PNS n HYDERABAD

The BRS crossed another
milestone on Tuesday. In
Madhya Pradesh a former
MP and MLAs and some
publ ic  representat ives
joined the BRS.

Buddasen Patel, a former
MP f rom BJP ' s  Rewa
Parliamentary constituen-
cy in Madhya Pradesh,
joined the BRS in the pres-
ence of KCR. He was wel-
comed into the party with a
pink scarf.

Along with them, former
BSP MLA Dr Naresh Singh
Gurjar, former Satna MLA
Dhirendra Singh of SP, for-
mer Satna district panchay-
at members Vimala Bagri
and Sarvajan Kalyan, BSP
president Sanjay Yadav,
R akesh Malv iya  f rom
Bhopal, Satyendra Singh
and others joined the BRS.

Former MP Buddhasen
Patel, who joined the party,
has been appointed the
coordinator of  Madhya
Pradesh BRS by KCR.

The leaders, who joined
the party, said that after
they return to Madhya
Pradesh, they will meet
leaders and people and dis-
cuss extensively about the
BRS. They said that the

people of Madhya Pradesh
are ready to join the BRS for
Telangana-type governance.

He said that they will
come back to Hyderabad
and join BRS in large num-
bers. After that, they will
organise a big public meet-
ing by inviting KCR to
Bhopal .  Chennur  MLA
Balka Suman and others
were also present.

“The BRS is receiving
over whelming response
from all sections of people
and the party’s President
Chief  Minis ter  K.
Chandrasekhar Rao is win-
ning the confidence of peo-
ple across the countr y.
Par ty  ac t iv it ies  gained
momentum at the national
level after the BRS office
was opened in New Delhi,”
Buddhasen said.

People from Maharashtra
including intellectuals and
leaders of various parties are
attracted to the BRS as they
are impressed by the devel-
opment projects and welfare
schemes implemented by
the Telangana Government.

Many leaders are joining
the BRS by wearing the pink
scarf in the presence of KCR
hoping that the Telangana
model will be implemented
in their states soon.  

Minister for Excise V Srinivas Goud inaugurating Basti Dawkhana in
Mahabubnagar on Tuesday

Demand for Assembly tickets in BRS,
Congress; LS tickets in BJP

Dropout rate decreases in
schools; digital classes a big hit
PNS n HYDERABAD

Highlighting the importance of the
state schemes, the Education
Department officials said that the
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan report said
that dropouts are decreasing and
retention (continuing till the end
of the academic year) is increasing
in government schools in the state.

The Telangana government's
programmes for the development
of basic education, such as mid-day
meal scheme, small rice for hostels,
free books, distribution of two
pairs of uniforms and 100 per cent

mess charges, have reduced the
dropout rate and increased atten-
dance in schools.  Under
Sarvasiksha Abhiyan, 44,588 works
were undertaken and 38,182 works
were completed.

T-SAT, through its network
channels, focuses on school edu-
cation and imparts lessons to stu-
dents through e-learning. In all,
5,99,537 students are being educat-
ed with international standards in
930 gurukula schools, residential
junior colleges and degree residen-
tial colleges across the state.

The government spends Rs 1.25

lakh per year on every student
studying in gurukulas. In all kinds
of schools and hostels, meals are
served with rice and free books
and uniforms are provided.

The schemes will reshape the
education system.  An amount of
Rs 7,289 crore has been allocated
by the government for the phase-
wise development of schools in
the state. Instruction in English
medium was introduced in all
government schools of the state.
In all, 23,35,952 children are
studying in 26,815 government
schools in the state.

700 appointments to be released
in Passport Seva website 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Considering the increased
demand for appointments
availability cycle, the Ministry
of External Affairs has decid-
ed to open 14 Post Office
Passport Seva Kendras (POP-
SKS) under Regional Passport
Office, Hyderabad on
Saturdays.

Now for the 3rd Special
Drive on coming Saturday,
June 3 at the 14 POPSKS
under RPO, Hyderabad, 700

normal appointments would
be released in the Passport
Seva website on May 31 at
4:30pm. In addition to this, for
five PSKs under RPO,
Hyderabad, 1,000 additional
appointments with 200
appointments per day for the
2nd week of June, would be
released on June 2 at 4:30 pm.
All applicants, both registering
now and desiring to resched-
ule their appointment, may
make use of this facility
through online sources.

PharmaLytica
expo to be held
from June 1
PNS n HYDERABAD

PharmaLyrica, a three-day
expo for the pharmaceuti-
cal industry will be held
from June 1 to 3 at Hitex.

The ninth edition of the
expo will be conducted by
Informa Markets in India.
PharmaLytica will bring
together industry leaders,
innovators, and stakehold-
ers to explore the latest
advancements and oppor-
tunities  within India 's
thriving pharmaceutical
industry.

S ome le aders  in  t he
Congress and the BJP want to
test their luck in Assembly
elections and if they lose they
want to contest to the Lok
Sabha.

During the last Assembly
elections, Congress and BJP
MPs like Revanth Reddy,
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy,
G. Kishan Reddy and Bandi

Sanjay Kumar were defeated
and they later contested to the
LS and got elected.

Meanwhile, the BRS and
Congress leaderships are think-
ing of fielding senior MLAs
and leaders in the Lok Sabha
elections. But they prefer to
contest in the Assembly elec-
tions and become ministers if
their party comes to power.

PNS n NAGARKURNOOL

The long-cherished dream of a hospital has
come true for tribal people in the Nallamala
area. Minister for Health T Harish Rao
inaugurated a 100-bed hospital.  The hospital,
which was built at a cost of Rs 20 crore at
Achampet, was equipped with state-of-art
facilities. The Minister inspected the emergency
wards and dialysis centre.  Achampet MLA and
Government Whip Guvvala Balaraju , Lok Sabha
member P Ramulu, Zilla Parishad Chairperson
Shantakumari, Telangana State Medical
Services Infrastructure Development
Corporation chairman Errolla Srinivas, District
Collector P Udaykumar and others were
present.  Speaking on the occasion, Harish Rao
said that the Achampet Hospital was built on a

par with Hyderabad Corporate hospitals. With
the addition of the Intensive Care Unit (ICU),
Emergency Wing and Dialysis Centre, it has
been upgraded into a 140-bed hospital.   The
people in the undivided Mahabubnagar district
were forced to travel to Hyderabad in the past
for medical treatment in the combined Andhra
Pradesh. Now, the State government under the
leadership of Chief Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao not only opened 100-bed hospitals but
also sanctioned five medical colleges in the
undivided Mahbabunagar district. He said
whether the Mahabubnagar district would have
got five medical colleges if the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi was elected to power. There were
several big leaders in the district, but none took
care of providing healthcare to people, he
added. 

Long-cherished dream of hospital
for tribal people comes true



PNS n NEW DELHI

India is a "major partner" in the
UN's strategy for the digital
transformation of peacekeep-
ing, the United Nations peace-
keeping chief has said, as he laud-
ed the country's commitment
and engagement through key ini-
tiatives such as ensuring account-
ability for crimes against the Blue
Helmets.

India is currently the third
largest contributor of uniformed
personnel to UN Peacekeeping,
with over 6,000 military and
police personnel deployed to
Abyei, the Central African
Republic, Cyprus, the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Lebanon, the Middle
East and Western Sahara.

"India is a major player in the
world, in the UN, in multilater-
alism, and it's a major player in
peacekeeping as well, including
but not only through the impor-
tance of its contribution in terms
of troops and police. We're also
supported in many other ways,
including in terms of the initia-
tives that we take to improve

peacekeeping," Under-Secretary-
General for Peace Operations
Jean-Pierre Lacroix said in an
exclusive interview.

The UN peacekeeping chief
highlighted the "important role"
played by peacekeepers from
India, one of the significant
troop and police-contributing
countries to UN peacekeeping.

Lacroix said that India's
"engagement and commitment"
in support of peace operations is
critical, both politically through
its contribution and in support
of the department's initiatives.

He further underlined the

"role of India in supporting our
initiative to make sure that peace
operations will be up to speed in
terms of digital technologies
because this is absolutely critical.
We have a strategy for the digi-
tal transformation of peacekeep-
ing. And India is a major part-
ner in that regard," he said.

The UN marked 75 years of
peacekeeping and commemorat-
ed the International Day of UN
Peacekeepers on May 29 with
this year's theme of "Peace begins
with me'.

Three Indian peacekeepers,
who lost their lives serving under
the UN flag last year, were
among the 103 military, police,
and civilian peacekeepers hon-
oured posthumously with the
prestigious Dag Hammarskj ld
Medal at a solemn ceremony last
week. Border Security Force
personnel Head Constables
Shishupal Singh and Sanwala
Ram Vishnoi, who served with
the Organisation Stabilisation
Mission in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
(MONUSCO) and Shaber
Taher Ali, who served in a civil-

ian capacity with the UN
Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI) were awarded the
medal posthumously at UN
headquarters on May 25.

Under its Presidency of the
Security Council in August
2021, India, in collaboration
with the UN, announced the
rollout of the UNITE AWARE
platform, a "situational aware-
ness software programme that
allows a Peacekeeping
Operations Centre to visualise
and analyse the ground situa-
tion in a conflict zone on a real-
time basis."

Earlier this year, India
deployed a platoon of women
peacekeepers to the UN
Mission in Abyei, the country's
largest single unit of female
Blue Helmets in a UN mission
since 2007, heralding New
Delhi's intent of increasing sig-
nificantly the number of
women in peacekeeping con-
tingents. The platoon is
deployed in Abyei as part of the
Indian Battalion in the United
Nations Interim Security Force,
Abyei (UNISFA).
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A
male passenger onboard an Air India flight from Goa on Monday physically
assaulted a crew member and the unruly passenger was handed over to the
security personnel after landing at the Delhi airport, according to the airline. In

recent months, there have been multiple incidents of unruly passenger behaviour
onboard aircraft and the latest incident happened onboard flight AI882 enroute from
Goa to Delhi."The said passenger verbally
abused the crew members and then went
on to physically assault one of them on
board. On landing at Delhi airport, the
passenger continued with the
unprovoked, aggressive behaviour and
was handed over to the security
personnel. We have also reported the
incident to the regulator," an Air India
spokesperson said in a statement on
Tuesday. Further details about the
incident could not be immediately
ascertained.

A
court here has denied bail to five Delhi police personnel accused of abducting
two people, extorting money from them and insulting their religious beliefs,
saying they betrayed the State, which employed them to protect the life, liberty

and property of its citizens and not to harm them. Special Judge Samar Vishal
dismissed the bail applications filed by accused Sandeep, Sompal, Amit Kumar,
Chander Bhan and Amit, all working
with the Delhi Police, noting the
allegations against them were serious
and they had already tried to
influence the complainants Mohd
Nawab and Soaib. The accused had
sought the relief on the ground that
they tried to save the complainants,
who were transporting beef in their
car, which collided with a scooter.
Soon a mob gathered there and tried
to communalise the issue, they
claimed.

R
esidents of Panzath village here have found a novel way of keeping their water
bodies clean. They hold a fishing festival annually in which men of all ages clean the
lakes and ponds, all the while managing to catch some fishes too!

What sets the exercise apart is that people do not use fishing rods but baskets made of
wicker or plastic containers to catch fish. The containers are dipped into the water and
then pulled out with trash collected in
them, which are then unloaded on the
banks of the water body. People, if
lucky, find fishes from among the
trash. The trash is later discarded.
"Today people are gathered here to
celebrate the annual fishing day. The
main aim of this celebration is to clean
the water bodies. Like we wait for the
Eid to be celebrated every year, the
same way we celebrate this day,"
Farooq Ahmad Bhat, a local resident of
the village, said.

Unruly passenger assaults Air India
crew member onboard Goa-Delhi flight

Delhi court denies bail to policemen
accused of abduction, extortion

Villagers in Anantnag hold fishing
festival to clean waterbodies

PNS n NEW DELHI

The NCERT has dropped ref-
erences to the demand for a
separate Sikh nation Khalistan
from the class 12 political sci-
ence textbook following objec-
tions from the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC), according
to education ministry officials.

The SGPC had last month
alleged that the National
Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT) misrepresented his-
torical details about Sikhs in its
Class 12 political science text-
book.

The Sikh body's objection
pertained to the mention of the

Anandpur Sahib resolution in
the book "Politics In India
Since Independence".

The dropped sentences are -
- "the resolution was a plea for
strengthening federalism but it
could also be interpreted as a

plea for a separate Sikh nation"
and "the more extreme ele-
ments started advocating seces-
sion from India and the cre-
ation of 'Khalistan'".

The statements have been
rewritten as "the resolution

was a plea for strengthening
federalism".

"Representation from SGPC
was received regarding with-
drawing objectionable content
against Sikh community by
misrepresenting Sri Anandpur
Sahib resolution. A committee
of experts was constituted by
NCERT to examine the issue
and the decision was taken on
basis of the recommendations
of the panel," a senior MoE
official said.

"A corrigendum has been
issued by NCERT. While the
physical books for the new aca-
demic session have already
been printed, the changes will
reflect in the digital books," he
added.

PNS n NEW DELHI

One cannot malign judicial
officers by using social
media, the Supreme Court
observed on Tuesday while
dismissing a plea challenging
a Madhya Pradesh High
Court order that sentenced a
man to 10 days in jail for
making corruption allega-
tions against a district judge.

A vacation bench of Justice
Bela M Trivedi and Justice
Prashant Kumar Mishra said it
was not inclined to interfere in
the matter.

"Just because you don't get
a favourable order doesn't
mean that you will malign the
judicial officer. Independence
of (the) judiciary doesn't just
mean independence from (the)
executive but also from outside
forces. This has to be a lesson
for others also.

"He should have thought
twice before casting any asper-
sion on the judicial officer. He
maligned the judicial officer.
Think of the damage done to
the judicial officer's image,"
Justice Trivedi observed oral-
ly.

The counsel appearing for
the petitioner sought leniency
from the Supreme Court and
said the imprisonment order
was excessive.

The lawyer said this is a
matter pertaining to personal
liberty and the applicant has
already been in jail since May
27.

The top court bench then
remarked, "We're here to
decide on law, not show mercy.
Especially to such persons."

The apex court was hearing
a plea filed by Krishna Kumar
Raghuvanshi, challenging the
high court judgment in a suo

motu criminal contempt case
initiated against him for mak-
ing allegations of corruption
against a district judge.

The proceedings were initi-
ated against Raghuvanshi in
response to a reference made
by Additional District Judge
SPS Bandela under Section
15(2) of the Contempt of
Courts Act.

The reference was based on
Raghuvanshi's defiance of the
court's orders in a temple-relat-
ed dispute and his circulation
of a letter maligning the court's
image, reputation and prestige
through WhatsApp.

PNS n MUMBAI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) will begin its Maha
Jansampark Abhiyan,  a
month-long campaign, on
Wednesday, during which it
will reach out to 1,000 emi-
nent persons from every
Lok Sabha constituency, a
par ty  leader  said  on
Tuesday.

Talking to reporters, the
party's national general sec-
retary Vinod Tawde said
the campaign, which will
begin on May 31, will con-
tinue till June 30.

"We have prepared a list
of 1,000 persons from every
Lok Sabha seat in the coun-

try, who have won civilian
awards such as Padma or
president's medals during
their service. With 543 seats
in Lok Sabha, the cumula-
tive figure comes to 5.5 lakh
people in the country, who
will be visited by the BJP's
union ministers or senior
party functionaries during
the reach-out campaign,"
Tawde said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the Delhi
Police to grant protection to a
20-year-old woman who
allegedly ran away from home
and is apprehending threat to
her life from her family mem-
bers.

The top court passed the
order while declining to inter-
fere with a Madhya Pradesh
High Court order cancelling
the anticipatory bail granted to
a man accused of kidnapping
her.

As the matter was being
heard by a vacation bench of

Justice Bela M Trivedi and
Justice Prashant Kumar
Mishra, the woman appeared
via videoconferencing and
requested the court to permit
her to appear in-person.

After being granted permis-
sion, she appeared before the
bench and expressed apprehen-
sion that there is a threat to her
life from her family members
and alleged that her brother is
following her.

The woman expressed
apprehension that she will be
forcibly taken back to her
home, where she does not
want to go. According to her,
she stays in Varanasi and wants

to return there. However, she
sought protection.

When the women told the
court about her condition, the
bench said the high court had
cancelled the anticipatory bail

granted to the man by observ-
ing that he was not cooperat-
ing with the investigation and
not responding to the investi-
gating officer despite being
called.

"We are not inclined to
interfere with the impugned
orders passed by the high
court.

"In that view of the matter,
it is directed that the petition-
er shall surrender to the con-
cerned police station within
two days. However, it shall be
open for the petitioner to
make appropriate application
seeking bail as may be permis-
sible under the law and the

same shall be decided by the
concerned court as expedi-
tiously as possible without
being influenced by the obser-
vations made in the present
order," the bench said.

Since the woman has
expressed apprehension that
there is a threat to her life, the
apex court directed the Tilak
Marg SHO in New Delhi to
provide protection to her.

It also ordered the SHO to
make necessary arrangements
to drop her in Varanasi on
Tuesday itself.

The parents of the woman
had lodged a case of kidnap-
ping against the man.

SC grants protection to woman fearing threat to life from family 

PNS n NEW DELHI

The agitating wrestlers will not
be allowed to shift their sit-in
to India Gate as the national
monument is not a site for
demonstrations and alterna-
tive places for their dharna will
be suggested, police sources
said on Tuesday.

The country's top wrestlers,
who were removed by the
Delhi Police from their Jantar
Mantar protest site on Sunday,
had earlier in the day said they
would immerse their medals
in the Ganga and sit on a
hunger strike "until death" at
the India Gate.

"India Gate is not a protest
site and we will not allow them
(wrestlers) to protest there," a
police source said.

"They have not approached
us till now with any such
request. If they want to protest,
they will have to submit a writ-
ten communication to the
DCP concerned, following
which a call will be taken
accordingly," he said.

The Delhi Police will sug-
gest alternative sites that are
designated for protests such as
Ramleela Ground and Burari,
the source added.

On Monday, the police said
they would not be allowed to
protest at Jantar Mantar.

The wrestlers had been
protesting at Jantar Mantar
since April 23 against
Wrestling Federation of India

chief and BJP MP Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh, accus-
ing him of sexually harassing
women grapplers.

NATIONAL MONUMENT NOT DEMONSTRATION SITE

BJP TO BEGIN MAHA JANSAMPARK

ABHIYAN TODAY

PNS n NEW DELHI

Amid rising complaints,
Consumer Affairs Secretary
Rohit Kumar Singh has written
to major industry bodies for
advising retailers not to take
mobile numbers of consumers
without their consent at the time
of sale of goods or services.

The secretary has recently
written a letter to CII, FICCI,
Assocham, PHDCCI, Retailers
Association of India (RAI) and
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT), asking them to
advise retailers on this issue.

"I urge upon you to suitably
advise the retailers that the mobile
number of the consumers should
not be taken without their express
consent at the time of sale of any
goods or services and, providing
the same should not be made a
mandatory pre-condition for
sale," Singh said in the letter dated
May 26. The secretary noted that
a number of grievances are being
registered on the National
Consumer Helpline (NCH)
about the fact that many retail
stores are compelling consumers
to submit their mobile numbers
before purchasing a product.

In case of denial to provide the
mobile number, consumers were
in many cases denied their rights
under the Consumer Protection
Act, 2019 by retailers, either
declining to sell the product or
service and/or also rejecting any
refund, exchange etc, the secre-
tary wrote.

Retailers asked not
to take consumers'
mobile numbers
without consent

PNS n JHAJJAR
KOTLI/JAMMU

Ten Vaishno Devi pilgrims,
most of them from Bihar,
were killed and 57 injured on
Tuesday as the bus they were
travelling in skidded off the
road and rammed into the
railing of a bridge before
falling off it, officials said.

The death toll may go up
as Government Medical
College Hospital Principal
Shashi Soodan said two of the
injured admitted there are
critical.

The officials said the bus,
which was on its way to
Katra from Amritsar, met
with the accident in Jhajjar
Kotli area on the Jammu-
Srinagar National Highway
between 6.30 and 7 am. Katra
is a base camp for the pil-
grims visiting the famous
shrine atop the Trikuta hills.

They said most of the trav-
ellers were members of an
extended family from Bihar's
Lakhisarai and were on pil-
grimage to Vaishno Devi
temple for a ritual of a child.

10 Vaishno Devi
pilgrims dead, 57
injured in Jammu
bus accident

NCERT drops references to Khalistan 

PNS n RAIPUR

The Chhattisgarh government
has imposed a fine of Rs 53,092
on an official who allegedly
drained out 41 lakh litres of
water from a reservoir to
retrieve his mobile phone.

The Water Resources
department imposed the fine
on Rajesh Vishwas, a food
inspector posted in Pakhanjore
area of Kanker district, an
official said on Tuesday.

Vishwas was earlier sus-
pended after the incident at
Paralkot weir came to light.

In a letter to him, the depart-
ment said he drained out water
from the cistern of a waste weir
using a diesel pump without

seeking permission from the
competent authority after his
mobile phone fell into it.

This act was illegal under
the Chhattisgarh Irrigation
Act, it said. Vishwas wasted
4,104 cubic meters of water (41
lakh litres) for which he has

been asked to pay Rs 43,092 at
the rate of Rs 10.50 per cubic
meter, the letter said.

Besides, a penalty of Rs
10,000 has been imposed for
evacuating water without per-
mission, the letter stated.

The official was, thus, asked
to pay a total of Rs 53,092 to
the department within ten
days. Vishwas had gone to the
reservoir for an outing with
friends on May 21 when his
mobile phone fell into the cis-
tern of a waste weir while he
was taking a selfie.

He then allegedly roped in
villagers and got diesel pumps
to empty the water till the
phone was finally fished out on
May 25.

To reach out to 1,000 eminent
persons in every LS constituency

India a major partner in UN's
transformation of peacekeeping

‘One cannot malign judicial
officers by using social media’

Rs 53,000 fine for official who drained out 41L litres
of water from reservoir to retrieve mobile phone Wrestlers will not be

allowed to protest at India
Gate: Police 

TMC files case against
Delhi Police 

The TMC has filed a case
with the National Human
Rights Commission seek-
ing action against the Delhi
Police for "manhandling and
assaulting" protesting
women wrestlers at Jantar
Mantar here, party
spokesperson Saket Gokhale
said Tuesday.

The protesting wrestlers,
including Vinesh Phogat,
Sakshi Malik and Bajrang
Punia, were detained on
Sunday after they breached
the security cordon while
trying to move towards the
new Parliament building.
Soon after, the Delhi Police
cleared the site of their over
month-long sit-in at Jantar
Mantar and said they will
not be allowed to return
there.

"On behalf of my party
TMC (@AITCofficial), have
filed a case with the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) seeking action
against Delhi Police for
manhandling & assaulting
our protesting women
wrestlers. 

Those supporting Kejriwal on Delhi ordinance
issue will be seen as corrupt: BJP

PNS n NEW DELHI

All those coming in support of
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal to oppose the central
ordinance on control over
administrative services in Delhi
will be seen by the people as
the "corrupt standing in favour
of corruption", the BJP said on
Tuesday.
The BJP's reaction came after
CPI (M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury assured his

party's support to Kejriwal on
the issue.
BJP leader and Union minister
Meenakshi Lekhi said the
ordinance has been brought to
ensure action is taken against
those involved in corruption and
"make Delhi and India
corruption-free." "All those who
are standing against the
ordinance will be seen by the
people as the corrupt who are
standing in favour of
corruption," Lekhi charged.

Industrialist Yash Birla gets
HC nod to travel abroad 
PNS n MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court has
permitted industrialist
Yashovardhan Birla, who is fac-
ing several cases of fraud and
money laundering, to travel to the
United Kingdom and Egypt till
July 1, noting that he was not a
flight risk or likely to abscond.

A vacation bench of Justices
Abhay Ahuja and Milind Sathaye
on May 26 suspended the Look
Out Circular (LOC) issued
against Birla till July 1 and direct-
ed the immigration authorities to
permit him to pass through
immigration and board his flight.

The court, while granting

Birla permission to travel only to
Egypt and UK, noted that he has
travelled and returned to India on
many occasions and has com-
plied with all the conditions
imposed on him.

"The applicant (Birla) has
abided by the terms and condi-
tions imposed on him during
earlier travels abroad and has his
family in India," the court said.
"Prima facie, therefore, at this
stage, it does not appear to us
that the applicant (Birla) is a
flight risk or likely to abscond or
not present himself before the
Authority/ Investigation or the
Court," the high court said in its
order.



C
onsumption of tobac-
co is injurious to
health. Everyone

around is aware of this fact,
however, for the majority of
tobacco users, the allure of
tobacco and the cravings it
evokes can be overpowering.

Owing to the increasing
consumption of tobacco
among individuals world-
wide, WHO dedicated 31st
May to commemorate World
No-Tobacco Day every year
since 1987. However, the urge
to indulge in smoking is
mostly irresistible to tobacco
users and thereby to battle
those urges, it is crucial to
bear in mind that it will typ-
ically subside within 10 min-
utes, regardless of whether or
not you succumb to the temp-
tation. Let us explore some
innovative and effective
methods that can aid you in
fending off the urge to smoke
or utilize tobacco when crav-
ings strike.
l Embrace Nicotine

Replacement Therapy:
This therapeutic approach
encompasses various
options, such as prescrip-
tion of nicotine adminis-
tered via nasal spray or
inhaler, Over-the-counter
nicotine patches, gum,

and lozenges, or prescrip-
tion of non-nicotine ces-
sation medications like
bupropion (Wellbutrin SR,
Wellbutrin XL, etc) and
varenicline. These swift-
acting treatments are gen-
erally safe to use alongside
long-acting nicotine
patches or non-nicotine
cessation medications. 

l Steer Clear of Triggers –
One must be aware of the
triggers that prompt one
to smoke. It is most like-
ly that the potency of
tobacco urges gets most
pronounced in settings
where one habitually
smokes or chews tobac-
co. For instance, parties,
bars, moments of stress,
or while savouring a cup
of coffee are likely sce-
narios. Identify your trig-
gers and devise a plan to
avoid them.

l Social networking: The
formation of social net-
works by persons who

have successfully quit
smoking, and their moti-
vation for persons in the
process of quitting may
help psychologically.

l Employ the Power of
Delay- When struck by
tobacco craving, challenge
yourself to postpone its
enchantment by an addi-
tional 10 minutes. During
this time, engage in activ-
ities that successfully
divert your attention.
Consider venturing into a
smoke-free zone within
your vicinity. Employing
these simple but effective
tactics might be sufficient
to surmount the craving.

l Channel Your Chewing
Impulses- Offer your
mouth an alternative
activity to ward off tobac-
co cravings. Chew on sug-
arless gum or relish a
piece of hard candy or else
savour the crunch of raw
carrots, nuts, or sunflower
seeds for distraction.

l Beware of the Illusion of
"Just One"- The allure of
succumbing to the illusion
of satisfying a smoking
craving with a single cig-
arette is compelling.
However, do not deceive
yourself into believing that

stopping at one will suf-
fice. More often than not,
indulging in a solitary
cigarette will lead to
another.

l Harness the Power of
Physical Activity-
Physical exertion possess-
es the capacity to divert
your attention away from
tobacco or smoking crav-
ings. Even brief bursts of
activity, such as ascending
and descending stairs sev-
eral times, can successful-
ly reduce the craving, or a
brisk walk or jog.
Quitting smoking is one

of the best things you can do
for your health with these
innovative ways depending
on the individual’s prefer-
ences. Some people find suc-
cess with nicotine replace-
ment therapy, while others
prefer to quit cold turkey.
Several support groups can
aid avid smokers in quitting.
No matter which method
you choose, it is important to
be patient and persistent
because quitting smoking is
not easy, however, it is certain-
ly worth it. for your health. 

(The writer is Senior
Consultant, Pulmonology,

Primus Super Speciality
Hospital, New Delhi)

V
ictory, John F Kennedy said, has a thousand fathers. All of them nourish it fur-
ther, making it grow strong, resilient and confident. The landslide mandate that
the Congress received in the recently-concluded Assembly election in Karnataka

seems to have galvanised the grand old party in more than one way. It has certain-
ly broken the toxic mix of sloth and inertia on fratricide in Rajasthan. On Monday, the
high command summoned Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot and his political rival and for-
mer deputy Sachin Pilot to Delhi. The duo had four-hour-long discussions with Rahul
Gandhi and party president Mallikarjun Kharge. “Both leaders have unanimously decid-
ed to work together and left the decision on the high command,” senior party leader
KC Venugopal reportedly said after the meeting without divulging any details. On the
face of it, this was an anodyne statement, but GOP leaders must have heaved a sigh
of relief that the two desert warriors sat together after a long time. This is important

as the Assembly election in Rajasthan is due later
this year, especially as the State is known for chang-
ing government every five years. As it is, the no-holds-
barred fight between Gehlot and Pilot has hurt the
party’s image in the State. Some time ago, the party
may have feared a repeat of Rajasthan in Karnataka.
Now, having reconciled the differences between Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and State party chief DK
Shivakumar, the GOP would like to do a Karnataka
in Rajasthan.

It may not be easy, though, for the Congress. The
fight between Gehlot and Pilot was quite intense in
which many red lines were crossed. Gehlot had made
several uncharitable remarks about Pilot. Pilot, on his

part, had been denouncing the Gehlot Government over inaction on alleged corrup-
tion during the previous BJP government under Vasundhara Raje. The big question
is: would Gehlot and Pilot be willing to bury the hatchet? It is not just the GOP lead-
ership but the entire Opposition would like them to, for if that happens, not only the
Congress would be in a stronger position to take on the Bharatiya Janata Party in the
forthcoming State polls but also in the 2024 general election. Further, as an upshot,
the entire Opposition would gain strength. Many Opposition leaders are trying to forge
an alliance against the Bharatiya Janata Party. Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar will
be holding a meeting in Patna in a few days; Nationalist Congress Party leader Sharad
Pawar is working towards that end. All these attempts, along with the Congress’ new-
found confidence, can make arithmetic favourable for the Opposition, but that may
not be enough. As we mentioned earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is not the BJP’s
solitary trump card; the saffron party has also been able to entrench its narrative in
political debate—the narrative of muscular nationalism, Hindutva, and unprecedent-
ed infrastructure development. The Opposition doesn’t have a viable alternative to that.

Confident Congress

realised in four years of rule is no small
fete and is commendable.

DVG Sankararao | Vizianagaram 

STATISTICAL JUGGLERY 
Sir — If the attainment of the statisti-
cal jugglery of "Century of Centuries"
by a certain "God" had at last allowed
every Indian to afford "peaceful sleep"
at night (as learned from the tweet of a
Bollywood star) despite billions of
them cruelly banished from minimum
basic amenities of food attire shelter
medicine and livelihood with little
children languishing in labour market
instead of getting educated in schools;
then there lies no doubt to the fact that
the New Parliament building that was

recently inaugurated in New Delhi will
also make every Indian "proud"! 

Also, it is very easy to dedicate this
extravaganza of several thousands of
crore to the poor, but it is a wonder how
can such a "dedication" arrive as a "mes-
siah" of the billions of the downtrodden
and eradicate their woes and unfath-
omable burning problems plaguing
them day in and day out! However, if
you are not "anti-national"; then such
assertions should be necessarily treat-
ed as "true" as it is being repeated long,
loud and convincingly enough! 

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata

ELECTIONS IN J&K
Sir — A couple of days back, Chief
Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
dropped hints for the Jammu & Kashmir
going to polls in the not-too-distant
future even as Democratic Progressive
Azad Party president Ghulam Nabi
Azad, at a Party function in Akhnoor
Sector on Sunday said that if his DPAP
comes to power, he will see to it that no
elements disturbing the brotherhood
and communal harmony in the Valley
rears head. Simultaneously, Mr Azad
also emphasized that people should rise
above personal aggrandisement and
also promised to fight for the restora-
tion of Kashmir's Statehood and the
rights of the land and jobs for Kashmiri
people.

Notably, former Congress stalwart
Mr Azad parted ways with his former
party following his differences with the
leadership getting deepened following
the latter's indifference towards the for-
mer even forcing him to float his out-
fit DPAP. Interestingly, an AAP state
leader Ratan Lal along with his support-
ers joined the DPAP welcoming whom
Mr Nabi said that there is no room for
those who are against the communal
harmony and brotherhood in J&K, in
his party.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur

JAGAN’S FOUR YEARS AT THE HELM
Sir — The YSRCP-led Government,
with Jagan Mohan Reddy at the helm in
AP, has completed four years of rule this
day. The tenure has affected greater
strides in the welfare sector even in the
trying times of corona. The focus on
education and public health sectors has
remained its key characteristic. The cre-
ation of new districts, Village level sec-
retariat system, and the employment of
volunteers to help the beneficiaries to
get the benefits at their doorsteps in
every village are some innovative steps
in its endeavour to bring the rule to the
masses. That ninety-eight per cent of
promises in the party's manifesto got
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Devotees take a holy dip in the Ganga to mark Ganga Dussehra at Har Ki Pauri, in Haridwar PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

The party hopes to reconcile the differences
between Gehlot and Pilot

O
ne of the most enduring images was not the
temple of democracy being inaugurated by
our PM but that of the wrestlers being pinned

down by the group of Delhi police. When the PM
was inaugurating the New Parliament building and
giving a discourse on democracy the daughters
who brought laurels to the country by winning
medals were dragged by police to the ground. While
PM carried the Sengol in one hand and worked the
impression that the Sengol would now guide
Government with morality and judiciary and on the
other side our National flag was crushed to the
ground. The most distressing matter is the
wrestlers were carrying the tricolour in their hands,
while police dragged them on the road and the tri-
colour was fallen on the ground- the same tricolour
flag had been hoisted on the foreign soil by these
wrestlers when they brought home their laurels.
The ill-treatment met to the daughters of this coun-
try is a sad development and police calling the plays

as anti-national activities is wrong the brutality done
to our players proves that democracy is in peril.

The arrogance of the BJP Government by mer-
cilessly trampling the voices of our women play-
ers under its boot is grossly wrong and con-
demnable. By opening the new Parliament build-
ing PM says Naya Josh, Nayi Umang, Naya Safar,
Naya Soch, Nayi Disha, Nayi Drishti and Naya
Sankalp but another side he is maintaining stoic
silence when there are tears in his eye sportsper-
sons who won laurels for this country.

The police are protecting the oppressors and
harassing the daughters of the country. The cham-
pion wrestlers are agitating for one month against
the Bahubali of BJP Party Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh, demanding his arrest for the alleged sex-
ual harassment of several women grapplers, includ-
ing a minor and it is a matter of great shame that
the Government is safeguarding him. The accused
is openly roaming around and is seen in the New
Parliament building. What a pity that a rapist is invit-
ed to the opening of a new Parliament building and
the head of the Constitution the President of this
country is not invited?

The sports persons have made our country
proud on several occasions and now they don't
deserve this treatment. 

Zakir Hussain | Kazipet

seats) and the rapper Balen
Shah, Mayor of Kathmandu
humbling NC, UML and
Maoists.

The three by-polls held in
April in which RSP won two
seats with overwhelming num-
bers including one from an NC
stronghold have rung alarm
bells for all political parties.
Prachanda wants to revive the
fortune of Maoists with India’s
help. That is why Prachanda
wants to make his present visit
historic and a game changer in
India-Nepal relations for
which he has to win back
India’s trust and most of all, the
trust of the people of Nepal. He
is now part of the eight-party
coalition led by NC, along with
CPN (Unified Socialist), Janata
Samajwadi Party, Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party, Janmat Party,
Nagarik Unmukti Party and
Rashtriya Jan Morcha. It is a
different Prachanda who as
Prime Minister leads the coali-
tion and his party. He has to
undo the pro-China image
that he shed long ago that went
unnoticed by New Delhi’s
political elite. This will not be
easy in a Left-Right coalition.

Prachanda has to remould
his party with a makeover of
leadership. India should be
impressed that Prachanda
unlike in 2008 when he went
to China first, has this time
declined Beijing’s invitation
for the Boao Forum in March
and declared his intention to

visit India first despite the
scheduling and cabinet forma-
tion difficulties. New Delhi has
not sent the right signals by
failing to give an earlier date for
his visit. It would have added
to the credibility and stability
of the coalition government.
During the last Prime
Ministerial visit of Mr Deuba
last year, no major agreements
were signed. Wait, watch and
act after the November 2022
elections were India's policy.
Mr Dahal has proved his nim-
bleness by securing three votes
of confidence, signing two
Common Minimum
Programmes and getting the
budget passed last Monday. He
is also seen to be acting against
corruption.

One of the key expecta-
tions of Nepal is a more fair
and liberal power trade agree-
ment. At a power summit
held in Kathmandu in April,
Nepalese power traders com-
plained that India had not pro-
vided full access to power
markets as per the MoU of
2014. New Delhi has so far
permitted the sale of 452.6
MW whereas Kathmandu
wants to sell 1000MW of
power. There are other restric-
tions to the sale of power espe-
cially from projects with any
connection with Chinese com-
panies or Chinese contractors.
Besides trade with India, it
wants to diversify – sell to
Bangladesh also. Connectivity

is the other big expectation.
The DPR of the 136 km

Raxaul-Kathmandu railway
project spurred by an earlier
Chinese proposal of a Railway
from Kirung to Kathmandu
has to be progressed It is esti-
mated to cost USD 2.5bn for
which Nepal wants a grant.
Nepal is also interested in
India setting up a fertilizer
plant and\ or a pipeline simi-
lar to the petroleum pipeline
from Birgunj to Amlekhgunj.
The Pokhara international air-
port built by the Chinese with
a China Eximbank loan
remains confined to domestic
use because of Indian reserva-
tions. Another issue that may
come up is Agniveer due to
which Gorkha's recruitment
from Nepal is in suspended
animation. Overall 12 MOUs
are to be signed which is his-
toric.

Political engagement
between leaders missing for
some time now requires
restoration. The historicity of
bilateral relations will depend
on the stability of the coalition
and Prachanda’s longevity as
PM. In some ways they are
interdependent.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,

IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the
Defence Planning Staff, 
currently the Integrated

Defence Staff. The views
expressed are personal)

Indo-Nepal ties will
flourish on trust

P
M Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Prachanda will finally
arrive today on a four
days visit. Prachanda’s
first visit was a state visit

when he came after the 10 April
2008 Constituent Assembly elec-
tions to 575 elected seats (out of
601) after the monarchy was dis-
mantled and Nepal declared a
federal democratic, secular repub-
lic. Prachanda who won peace
after ten years of civil war, became
Nepal’s charismatic leader and
beloved hero, his party winning
227 seats more than Nepali
Congress (110)and CPN UML
(103) combined.

It was a rude shock for India
which had put its money on
Nepali Congress. Still, it tried to
adjust to Maoist ways to give
Prachanda a grand welcome with
the expectation that he would be
sensitive to India’s concerns and
national interests. That hope was
belied as Prachanda had ideas of
a People’s Republic chasing which
he was forced to resign. The rest
is a legend. In the second CA elec-
tions in November 2013, Maoists
won 81 seats. Prachanda’s second
visit was in 2016-17 when he
switched to NC from UML for
power-sharing with NC PM Sher
Bahadur Deuba. After the 2017
elections, Maoists won 53 seats
and were forced to join the Left
alliance which won a nearly two-
thirds majority but Prachanda’s
hopes of becoming Prime
Minister in a power-sharing deal
with PM KP Oli never materi-
alised.

In November 2022 elections
his party slumped to 32 seats but
all through the electoral cycles,
CPN (Maoist Centre) even with
declining numbers, remained the
number 3 party – the kingmak-
ers – with NC and UML alternat-
ing as the single largest party.
Prachanda’s reduced strength and
power had not dimmed his ambi-
tion to be the prime minister. He
demonstrated political dexterity
in switching coalitions earlier
this year to remain PM. Nepal’s
mixed electoral system makes a
single-party majority unlikely.
People  

frustrated with the non-per-
formance of older parties, voted
TV anchor, Rabi Lamichhane, as
leader of the fourth largest
Rashtriya Swatantra Party (22

Humiliating wrestlers is shameful

Political engagement between the countries is missing for some time now. The
historicity of bilateral relations will depend on Prachanda’s longevity as PM

AT A POWER
SUMMIT HELD IN

KATHMANDU IN
APRIL, NEPALESE
POWER TRADERS

COMPLAINED
THAT INDIA HAD
NOT PROVIDED

FULL ACCESS TO
POWER MARKETS

AS PER THE 
MOU OF 2014

Innovative ways to

beat the smoking urge
Owing to increasing consumption of tobacco across the world, the WHO
dedicated May 31 to commemorate ‘World No-Tobacco Day’ in 1987

ASHOK K MEHTA

AMBARISH JOSHI
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PM MODI HAS
ALSO FREED THE
ENTREPRENEURI

AL POWER OF
THE YOUTH OF
THE COUNTRY.

THIS HE DID BY
PUSHING THE
‘INDIA FIRST’

POLICY IN THE
SPHERE OF THE

ECONOMY

(Author is the BJP
national general secre-

tary)  

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi
has given India First gover-
nance in the last nine years. In
each area of governance, India
First has been the guiding

principle. India’s national interests guide
the governance. In the last nine years,
PM Modi has shown a ‘Yes, we can do
it’ approach. This has worked wonders. 

India is now the fifth-largest econ-
omy. The developed world wants India
on its side. Developing countries want
India to be their voice. The poor nations
look at India with hope. The small island
nations in the Pacific, Indian Ocean,
Caribbean, and elsewhere have seen
India as their saviour. African and Latin
American nations have seen Indian
healing touch when the Covid-19 pan-
demic wreaked havoc with death tolls. 

It was PM Modi who went to
Australia in 2014, after a gap of 28 years,
to deepen the bond between the two
nations. Now, India and Australia are
strategic partners. There are several
countries, including Papua New Guinea,
where PM Modi’s visits were the first in
several years. This approach with 360-
degree foreign policy has helped India
in gaining several friends and well-wish-
ers all across the globe. Now, Indians in
any part of the world are warmly
received. The Indian passport has weight
at the immigration offices. Indian tri-
colour is well recognized. This was
made possible by PM Modi’s India First
policy and also by putting into practice
the ancient philosophy of ‘Vasudhev
Kutumbkam’. 

PM Modi has also freed the
entrepreneurial power of the youth
of the country. This he did by
pushing the India First policy in
the sphere of the economy. The
GEM (Government e-
Marketplace) portal has eliminat-
ed the scope for middlemen. This
has helped the businessmen with-
out any bias and hindrance to bid
for the procurements by the gov-
ernment departments. It brought
much-needed confidence among
the businessmen that they can take
part in economic activities without
paying bribes. 

The spread of confidence
touched the youngsters. Over
one lakh startups were founded in
recent years. More than 100 are
now unicorns, gaining a valuation
exceeding $1 billion. One such
startup from Hyderabad even
launched a small satellite. PM
Modi’s India First policy saw the
government opening the space
sector to private companies. Now,
hundreds of startups are working
in the space sector by taking
advantage of the opening up of
the sector. 

The India First  mantra
brought the ‘Panch Pran of Amrit
Kaal’ – The goal of developed
India; to remove any trace of
colonial mindset; take pride in
our roots; unity among all
Indians; and a sense of duty
among citizens. 

The five guiding principles
were backed by actions, and they
are showing results.  India
improved its ranking in the ease
of doing business, by moving
from 142 in 2014 to 63 in 2019,
which now has moved to 43.
Several  offences in the
Companies Act were decriminal-
ized to instil confidence among
businessmen. 

The India First policy has
seen unemployment declining to
6.5 per cent in January 2023
from 7.2 per cent in January 2020.
The skilling of the youth has
gained pace. Bilateral agreements
with a few developed countries
for skilling the youth to their
requirement has added more
momentum. The state govern-
ments have also now realized that
they must dedicate their resources
to the skilling of the youth. 

This again is the result of the
India First policy of PM Modi
India has emerged as the second
largest manufacturer of mobile
phones. India has also taken a
huge stride in the automobile sec-
tor. India's First policy guided in
policy thrust to gain elf-reliance
in the manufacturing of chips.
Two big-ticket FDIs have come to
Gujarat and Karnataka to help
India achieve self-reliance in the
manufacturing of chips. 

India's First policy again was
in action when PM Modi

launched the Atmanirbha cam-
paign for the defence sector.
Several of the weapons, ammuni-
tion, equipment and others which
were imported in the past have to
be compulsorily manufactured
within India. This shift has creat-
ed a vibrant private sector work-
ing in the defence area. Also, a
number of startups have joined
the Atmanirbhar campaign. The
linkages with the research and
development agencies of the gov-
ernment with the private sector as
part of the hand-holding exercise
have helped in creating compet-
itive firms, that are competing
with the best in the world. 

The India First policy has also
been guiding India on the path of
expansion of the economy. PM
Modi has given a special focus on
infrastructure. PM Gati Shakti
Scheme has become a key inter-
vention. 

India is also looking to
become a top global destination
for tourists. With the G20 presi-
dency, PM Modi has brought the
positive image of India to sever-
al countries. Now, the people in
several countries are curious
about India. It is to the credit of
the India First policy of PM
Modi that the policy attention has
been given to sectors that were
never paid attention to and they
are now giving new dimensions
to the economy.

Modi and his ‘India
First’ governance 

A
beautiful life is not stumbled upon rather it is built. It not only
allows many alternative views to how one looks at an expe-
rience but also allows the individual to go beyond the capa-

bilities of someone who is mindless. Mindfulness is the key to hav-
ing an adventurous and exciting life. Mindfulness in its simplest form
means being able to pay attention to the present moment, without
judgment and criticism. Life without mindfulness is no life at all.

The origin of mindfulness is rooted in Buddhist philosophy and
practice tradition which is more than two and a half thousand years
old. However, this does not mean it is only for monks or priests
rather it is a way of connecting with the natural quality of aware-
ness and presence which all human beings have. Mindfulness can
be practiced by anyone irrespective of any faith or religion and
involves training the mind and doesn’t enforce any religious belief
system. When an individual gets blinded by their success it begins
to change their perspective on their relationships with their peers,
friends and families. The individual develops a false impression that
their circle needs them more than they do. 

Mindfulness means non-judgemental awareness i.e., knowledge
of what is going on inside and outside ourselves, moment by
moment. Various research has shown that meditation is a type that
encourages mindfulness and can improve many aspects of indi-
viduals' lives. Some people just live on autopilot when in reality there
are so many amazing things in our daily surroundings that are meant

to be noticed. Being mindful and becoming more aware of the pre-
sent moment means noticing the sights, smells, sounds and tastes
that one experiences as well as the thoughts, feelings and sensa-
tions that occur from one moment to the next. A strong impact is
made on health and overall well-being by what and how an indi-
vidual thinks and feels, how they talk to themselves and what views
they take about what’s happening in and around them.

Mindfulness is the practice of purposely focusing an individ-
ual’s attention on the present moment and accepting it without judg-
ment. It is today, one of the most talked about developments in
human psychology and innumerable researches are being under-
taken across the globe to understand its positive effects and impli-
cations.

What mindfulness does is that it allows an individual to reduce
their stress and anxiety related to issues in the past or anticipat-
ed issues in future? It helps to recognize that it is the present -
‘the now’ that is more important than any other moment.
Remember, a person becomes what he surrounds himself with.
Energies are contagious. So, one should choose carefully as it’s
the individual’s chosen environment that makes or destroys them.

(The writer is an educator)

FIRSTCOLUMN
BE MINDFUL OF YOUR

SURROUNDINGS

I
ndia has 2.68 crore persons
with a disability, according
to the 2011 Census.

However, with the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act,
of 2016, now recognizing 21
types of disabilities, this num-
ber is expected to increase
manifold. A robust policy is
critical to encompass their
aspirations and ensure all per-
sons with disability achieve
their full potential and play an
active part in nation-building. 

This is why the recent
decision to drop questions
related to disability from the
sixth National Family Health
Survey (NFHS), scheduled to
begin on July 1, 2023, is inex-
plicable. The NFHS, conduct-
ed every three years, collects
data on a gamut of develop-
ment indices vital to inform
policy and programmes.

This survey, which covers
approximately seven lakh
households across the country,
is an important tool to gather
data on whether people with
disabilities have access to basic
amenities and other govern-
ment programmes. 

However, at a time when
the need to ensure no one gets
left behind is doubly important
considering the ravages caused
by Covid, the exclusion of
questions on disability is an
opportunity lost to gather dis-
aggregated disability data.

An Opportunity Lost
According to the Disability

Rights India Foundation
(DRIF), a non-profit working
for disability rights, disability
disaggregated data is the cor-
nerstone for disability-rele-
vant services. Instead of sharp-

ening its questionnaire related
to disability, NFHS has
reversed the process by remov-
ing disability-related questions
altogether.

Considering that India is
a signatory to the Convention
on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD) and
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), this regressive
move contradicts its principle
of “leaving no one behind”
under the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2016. In
India, PwDs experience an
average loss of 10-17 years in
life expectancy. Creating path-
ways to change this and make
health services disability inclu-
sive requires access to compre-
hensive health data which
NFHS could have provided.

Children with disabilities
are disadvantaged on most

measures of child well-being.
In comparison to children
without disabilities, children
with disabilities are 24% less
likely to receive early stimula-
tion and responsive care; 42%
less likely to have foundation-
al reading and numeracy skills;
25% more likely to be wasted
and 34% more likely to be
stunted; 53% more likely to
have symptoms of acute respi-
ratory infection; 49% more
likely to have never attended
school; 32% more likely to face
corporal punishment; 47%
more likely to be out of prima-
ry school, 33% more likely to
be out of lower secondary
school and 27% more likely to
be out of upper secondary
school; 51% more likely to feel
unhappy and 41% likely to feel
more discriminated against.

Now consider the fact that

one-third of disabilities in
children are preventable if
detected early and empowered
with timely interventions. A
roadmap based on accurate
data to reach about 20.42 lakh
children in the 0-9 age group
with some form of disabilities,
either congenital or acquired,
could be life-changing.

It is no secret that existing
disparities were exacerbated by
Covid. In the context of edu-
cation, data shows that before
the pandemic, more than 4.1
million girls were not going to
school across India. The clo-
sure of 1.5 million schools dur-
ing the pandemic impacted
over 247 million children
enrolled in elementary and
secondary schools, including
37 million with disabilities.

A 2020 survey by
Swabhiman, a community-

based organization working
for the rights of persons with
disability, in Odisha,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Tripura, Chennai, Sikkim,
Nagaland, Haryana and J&K
found about 43% of children
with disabilities planned to
drop out due to hardships in
online education.

It is not just the lack of
access to educational aids that
impedes the well-being of a
PwD. They have little or no
access to health services as
information about disease
symptoms and prevention, is
not provided in accessible for-
mats such as print materials in
Braille, sign language interpre-
tation, captions, audio provi-
sions and graphics. 

Women with disabilities
are doubly marginalised on
account of their disability and

their gender and face greater
social barriers, discrimination
and isolation. Moreover,
women and girls with disabil-
ities are three times more like-
ly to experience gender-based
violence compared to non-dis-
abled women. 

The Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016, empha-
sises prevention of disability
through appropriate aware-
ness measures, investigation,
and research. Article 31 of the
United Nations Convention on
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities mandates collec-
tion of appropriate informa-
tion on PwDs to enable the
formulation and implementa-
tion of policies. Can there be
a better mechanism than the
NFHS to gather data to under-
stand the prevalence and pat-
tern of disabilities? 

The National Family Health Survey must include specific questions about disabilities to help formulate appropriate policy

Children with disabilities need robust policies for support

TARUN CHUGH

(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views

expressed are personal)

Mindfulness can be practised by anyone
irrespective of any faith or religion

SAKSHI SETHI

The ‘India First’ policy has also been guiding the nation on the path of
expansion of economy. PM Modi has given special focus to infrastructure

SWAPNA MAJUMDAR
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R
S Adani Transmission Q4 net profit

jumps 85% to Rs 439.60 crore

A
dani Transmission Ltd (ATL) has posted an 85.48 per cent jump in its consolidated net
profit at Rs 439.60 crore during March FY23 quarter, helped by higher income. It had
clocked a net profit of Rs 237 crore during the January-March quarter of the

preceding 2021-22 financial year (FY), the company said in a regulatory filing on Monday.
The total income of the company increased to Rs 3,494.84 crore from Rs 3,165.35 crore
in the year-ago quarter. For the whole FY23, the net profit rose to Rs 1,280.60 crore from Rs
1,235.75 crore recorded in FY22. Total income
during the entire fiscal stood at Rs 13,840.46
crore, up from Rs 11,861.47 crore in FY22. In a
separate statement, Gautam Adani, Chairman,
Adani Group, said: "We are leaders in the
transmission and distribution space and have
consistently set new industry standards in
efficiency, performance, and asset development.
Adani Transmission is well positioned to deliver
exponential growth, and we are working towards
fulfilling our nation's massive electricity needs and
strengthening our position as a world class utility.

MFI sector portfolio up 21% in
FY'23

Dredging Corporation of India
eyes over Rs 1,300-crore turnover 

D
redging Corporation of India Ltd (DCI) is targeting a 12 per cent growth to hit the
turnover of more than Rs 1,300 crore in the ongoing financial year, MD & CEO S
Divakar said. To achieve the goal, the company is looking to participate in new

dredging tenders and also planning to enter new markets, Divakar told PTI. "Our turnover
was at Rs 1,164 crore in FY22-23. It is the highest ever turnover since inception of the
company. Going forward, we are now
targeting the new milestone of over Rs
1,300 crore in the ongoing financial year,"
he said. When asked about the factors
that would contribute to the company's
growth, the CEO said the scope of
dredging activity in the country is
expected to grow significantly in the
months to come as government's focus is
on deepening and widening navigational
channels of major ports, and developing
the inland waterways for improving the
intra & inter EXIM trade.

P
ortfolio size of the microfinance institutions increased by 21.3 per cent to Rs 3.51 lakh crore in
the 2022-23 financial year, an industry body said on Tuesday. The portfolio of all microlenders
was Rs 2.89 lakh crore by the end of the 2021-22 fiscal. The number of loan accounts in the

MFI industry increased to 1,363 lahks in the last financial year from 1,239 lakhs in the previous year,
posting a 10 per cent growth, it said. RBI-recognised self-regulatory organisation, Sa-Dhan ED
and CEO Jiji Mammen said the overall
growth suggests that the industry has
come out of the Covid blues and is now on
the growth path. The new regulatory norms
have also created "a level-playing field" as
reflected in the growth of portfolios of non-
banking finance companies and NBFC-
MFIs, he said. The total disbursements of
all the MFI lenders in the last financial year
stood at Rs 3, 19,948 crore, registering a
26 per cent growth from Rs 2,53,966 crore
of advances in the previous year, the
association said.

PNS n MUMBAI

Benchmark BSE Sensex rose
by 123 points while Nifty
closed above the 18,600 level in
their fourth straight day of
gains on Tuesday helped by FII
inflows and firm Asian mar-
kets.

Gains in financial, banking,
capital goods and industrial
shares helped the key indices
close in the green in a range
bound trade. Selling in select
metal, IT and oil and gas
shares restricted gains in key
indices.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 122.75 points or 0.20
per cent to settle at 62,969.13.
During the day, it jumped
189.74 points or 0.30 per cent

to 63,036.12.
he broader NSE Nifty

advanced 35.20 points or 0.19
per cent to end at 18,633.85.

Stock markets have been
on the rise since Thursday last
week. Sensex advanced by
1,195 points or 2 per cent while
Nifty rose by 348 points or 2.26
per cent in the four-day rally.

"The domestic market con-
tinued its rally as recent Q4
results indicated improvement

in demand. Further, expecta-
tions of a normal monsoon
and a drop in international
commodity prices supported
the rise in the margin profile,"
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

Hotels to cigarette conglom-
erate ITC was the biggest
Sensex gainer, rising by 2.31
per cent..

Bajaj Finserv, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Bajaj Finance,
Axis Bank, HCL Technologies,
Wipro, UltraTech Cement,
Maruti and Infosys were
among the major gainers.

On the other hand, Tech
Mahindra fell the most by
1.27 per cent among Sensex
shares.

PNS n MUMBAI

The value and volume of
banknotes in circulation
increased by 7.8 per cent
and 4.4 per cent, respective-
ly, during 2022-23 as com-
pared with 9.9 per cent and
5 per cent, respectively, in
2021-22, revealed the RBI

annual report released on
Tuesday.

In value terms, the share
of Rs 500 and Rs 2,000 ban-
knotes together accounted
for 87.9 per cent of the total
value of banknotes in circu-
lation as on March 31, 2023,
as compared to 87.1 per
cent a year ago.

P-notes
investment hits
4-month high

PNS n COLOMBO

India on Tuesday extended its
USD 1 billion credit line to Sri
Lanka by another year to help
the island nation hit hard by an
unprecedented economic cri-
sis procure much-needed food,
medicine and other essential
items.

An agreement was signed
between the State Bank of
India (SBI) and the Sri Lankan
government for USD 1 billion
credit facility in March last
year. India extended the cred-
it line to Sri Lanka at the height
of the country's economic cri-
sis.

"India reaffirms its com-
mitment to the people of Sri
Lanka. The Amendment
Agreement signed in presence
of Hon.Minister
@ShehanSema today will
enable Sri Lanka to use the
USD 1 billion Indian credit
facility for the procurement of
medicine, food, and other
essentials for one more year,"
the Indian High Commission
in Sri Lanka tweeted.

"Beyond the original dura-
tion, that is, till March 2024.
The facility was extended by

India through
@TheOfficialSBI in response
to a specific request from
GOSL and forms a part of the
multi-pronged assistance of
USD 4 billion provided by
India last year," it said.

Since last year, the credit
facility has been used for
urgent procurement of fuel,
medicine, food items and
industrial raw materials, as
per the requirements and pri-
orities of Sri Lanka.

India extended multi-
pronged assistance of about
USD 4 billion to Sri Lanka last
year, through multiple credit
lines and currency support, in
line with India's
Neighbourhood First' policy.

India's continued support to
Sri Lanka is a testament to

"our abiding commitment to
stand with the government
and the people of Sri Lanka
towards early economic stabil-
isation and recovery," the
Indian High Commission said.

Sri Lanka was hit by an
unprecedented financial cri-
sis in 2022, the worst since its
independence from Britain
in 1948, due to a severe
paucity of foreign exchange
reserves, sparking political
turmoil in the country which
led to the ouster of the all-
powerful Rajapaksa family.

Meanwhile,  Sri  Lanka
announced on Tuesday that
it has commenced the pre-
liminary work to resume
the abandoned Japan-fund-
ed Light Rail Transit (LRT)
project.

PNS n MUMBAI

Reserve Bank of India is
working on a light weight
and portable payment sys-
tem, a "bunker equivalent in
payment systems", that can
be used for critical transac-
tions during catastrophic
events like natural calamities
and war.

The proposed Light weight
and Por table  Payment
System (LPSS) will be inde-
pendent of conventional

technologies and can be
operated from anywhere by
a  bare  minimum staf f ,
according to the central
bank.

Existing conventional pay-
ment systems like RTGS
(Rea l  Time Gross
Settlement), NEFT (National
Electronic Funds Transfer)
and UPI (Unified Payments
Interface) are designed to
handle large volumes while
ensuring sustained availabil-
ity. These systems are depen-

dent on complex wired net-
works backed by advanced

IT infrastructure.
However,  catastrophic

events like natural calamities
and war have the potential to
render these payment sys-
tems temporarily unavail-
able by disrupting the under-
lying information and com-
munication infrastructure,
RBI said in its latest annual
report released on Tuesday.

"Therefore, it is prudent to
be prepared to face such
extreme and volatile situa-
tions," it said.

Keeping this objective in
mind, RBI has conceptu-

alised the LPSS that will be
independent of convention-
al technologies and can be
operated from anywhere by
a bare minimum staff.

"It is expected to operate
on minimalistic hardware
and software and would be
made active only on a need
basis. It would process trans-
actions that are critical to
ensure stability of the econ-
omy such as government
and market related transac-
tions," RBI said.

PNS n HYDERABAD/
BHUBANESWAR

CtrlS Datacenters Ltd, the
world’s fastest-growing
Rated-4 Datacenter compa-
ny, held its ground-breaking
ceremony on Tuesday for its
greenfield Edge data center
in Odisha.

Naveen Patnaik, the Chief
Minister of Odisha, laid the
foundation stone for the
facility in a virtual ceremo-
ny held on Tuesday. The new
data center CtrlS
Bhubaneswar 1 will be locat-
ed in the State’s capital.

Sridhar Pinnapureddy,
Chairman, CtrlS Datacenters
Ltd, said, “Odisha is a fast-
growing region in India,

making it a strategic destina-
tion for CtrlS' expansion. We
are excited to bring our
expertise to the State. Built
ay Infocity in
Chandrasekharpur, the data
center will be easily accessi-
ble to both the city centre
and its airport. The Infocity
site is an innovation hub and
home to a broad communi-
ty of emerging technolo-
gies. CtrlS Bhubaneswar 1
will be embedded into a
larger ecosystem, enabling
the growth of data and infra-
structure-savvy businesses
around the facility.”

“We are thankful to the
Odisha Government for
extending all support for

our project. Large IT infra-
structure initiatives such as
Info Park, Info Valley,
Infocity and IT investment
regions are under develop-
ment, giving a big fillip to
the IT/ITES sector,” Sridhar
stated.

CtrlS Bhubaneswar 1 is
planned to be a 5 MW facil-
ity designed to serve hyper-
scale, government and enter-
prise customers and will
provide a range of hosting
and cloud services.

Phase-wise, the project
would eventually scale as a
hyperscale data center cam-
pus spread across 10 acres.
The facilities will have all the
sustainability features that
CtrlS is known for.

CtrlS Datacenters enter Odisha with greenfield project

PNS n KATHMANDU

Ahead of his visit to India,
Nepal Prime Minister
Pushpakamal Dahal
"Prachanda" has said that he
would raise long-term power
trade issue with New Delhi, hop-
ing that this "bottleneck" will be
sorted out and ensure that the
Himalayan nation will be a
favourable market for its surplus
energy.

Prachanda, along with a high-
level delegation, will travel to
India on Wednesday on a four-

day official visit for talks with his
Indian counterpart Narendra
Modi and other leaders to fur-
ther strengthen the age-old,
multifaceted and cordial ties.

This will be the 68-year-old
Communist Party of Nepal-
Maoist (CPN-Maoist) leader's
first bilateral visit abroad after
assuming office in December
2022.

"There are some understand-
ings relating to energy with
India, which is of long-term
interest to Nepal," the Prime
Minister pointed out.

"We will raise some issues
relating to long-term power
trade with India during my
visit," Prachanda told Nepal's
National News Agency (RSS),
according to the government
daily Gorkhapatra.

This is what the Nepalese
people have been seeking for
many years, Prachanda said.

"It is our realisation that if we
can't find out the proper market
for energy after our production
starts, then big investments
won't come," said the Prime
Minister

PNS n KOLKATA

Planters of Darjeeling, the pre-
mium tea belt of the country,
are worried by the twin blows
of falling productivity and low
price realisation in their export
markets.

Depressed economic con-
ditions in traditional markets
such as western Europe and
Japan have led to reduced
prices being offered, industry
bodies said on Tuesday.

Production volumes of the
87-odd Darjeeling tea gar-
dens, which used to be in the
region of more than 8 million
kilograms per year, have
plummeted to 6.5-7 million
kilograms, primarily due to
old bushes, climate change
and pest attacks, planters
said.

"The Darjeeling tea indus-

try is in ICU. The cost of pro-
duction has increased, while
due to the unfavourable cli-
mate, the crop is declining.
Exports, which had been the
mainstay of the premium tea,
are also declining owing to
the depressed economic con-
ditions of western Europe
and Japan coupled with stag-
nant unit price realisations,"
Indian Tea Exporters
Associat ion chairman

Anshuman Kanoria said.
Many gardens in

Darjeeling are on the verge of
closure as operations cannot
be sustained, he said, adding
that the association had been
trying to sensitise the Tea
Board on the burning issue.

"The Darjeeling tea indus-
try has been affected by fac-
tors, which are not within its
control. The industry cannot
survive without government

assistance by way of a one-
time subsidy to be paid to the
tea planters of the region
and also funding for promo-
tional activities," he said.

Kanoria also explained that
the one-time subsidy is
required to keep the industry
afloat and prevent sales of
gardens to real estate players
as the Darjeeling tea industry
has "suffered greatly due to
free imports from Nepal
under the friendship treaty".

Indian Tea Exporters '
Association has suggested the
introduction of a minimum
import price on tea shipped
from Nepal to prevent dump-
ing, he said.

Indian Tea Association sec-
retary general Arijit Raha
said, "Both production and
price realisations have fallen
in Darjeeling".

PNS n MUMBAI

The size of the Reserve Bank's
balance sheet increased by 2.5
per cent for the year ended on
March 31 to about Rs 63.45
lakh crore on higher income,
as per the central bank's annu-
al report released on Tuesday.

The balance sheet of the RBI
plays a critical role in the
functioning of the country's
economy, largely reflecting the
activities carried out in pur-
suance of its currency issue
function as well as monetary
policy and reserve manage-
ment objectives.

"The size of the balance
sheet increased by Rs
1,54,453.97 crore, i.e., 2.50 per
cent from Rs 61,90,302.27
crore as on March 31, 2022 to
Rs 63,44,756.24 crore as on
March 31, 2023," the report
said.

While income for the year
increased by 47.06 per cent, the
expenditure increased by 14.05
per cent.

The year ended with an
overall surplus of Rs 87,416.22

crore as against Rs 30,307.45
crore in the previous year,
resulting in an increase of
188.43 per cent.

The RBI transfers the sur-
plus as dividend to the central
government.

"The increase on the asset
side was due to rise in foreign
investments, gold, and loans
and advances by 2.31 per cent,
15.30 per cent and 38.33 per
cent, respectively," the RBI
said.

On the liability side, the
expansion was due to increase
in notes issued, revaluation
accounts and other liabilities by

7.81 per cent, 20.50 per cent
and 79.07 per cent, respective-
ly.

RBI further said domestic
assets constituted 27.69 per
cent while the foreign curren-
cy assets and gold (including
gold deposit and gold held in
India) constituted 72.31 per
cent of total assets as on March
31, 2023 as against 28.22 per
cent and 71.78 per cent, respec-
tively, as on March 31, 2022.

RBI's balance sheet grows
2.5% to Rs 63.45 lakh cr

PNS n NEW DELHI

After Reliance Industries Ltd
and its partner bp plc of the
UK, Nayara Energy - the
nation's largest private fuel
retailer - has started selling
petrol and diesel at Re 1 less
than the fuel sold by state-
owned retailers, officials said.

While state-owned Indian
Oil Corporation (IOC),
Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) and
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) con-
tinue to hold prices despite a
drop in international rates,
private fuel retailers have
started passing on the benefit
to consumers.

"To further stimulate
domestic consumption and
cater to local customers bet-
ter, we have introduced a Re
1 discount in our retail outlets
until the end of June 2023," a
spokesperson for Nayara
Energy said. "We believe in
being a strong partner to
India's energy needs and will
continue to serve the country's
consumption demand."

India's growth momentum to continue
The Reserve Bank on Tuesday said that India's growth momentum is likely to
continue in 2023-24 even as it made a case for pushing structural reforms to
deal with the geopolitical developments and also to achieve sustained growth
in the medium-term. The Reserve Bank's annual report flagged slowing global
growth, protracted geopolitical tensions and a possible upsurge in financial
market volatility as possible downside risks to growth. The report notes that
volatility has ebbed in global financial markets and risks to financial stability
from the failure of banks in some advanced economies (AEs) in March 2023
have eased. Resolute policy actions have stemmed the tide of confidence runs
for now."Amidst strong global headwinds, the Indian economy is expected to
have recorded a growth of 7.0 per cent in real GDP in 2022-23," it said. A
sustained recovery in discretionary spending, particularly in contact intensive
services, restoration of consumer confidence, high festival season spending
after two consecutive years of COVID-19 induced isolation and the
government's thrust on capex provided impetus to the growth momentum.

Nayara Energy
sells petrol,
diesel at Re 1
less than PSUs

Darjeeling tea industry hit by lower yieldSensex rises 123 pts, Nifty
closes above 18,600 

Prachanda eyeing 
long-term power trade 

Notes in circulation
rose in value, volume 

CRITICAL TRANSACTIONS DURING CATASTROPHIC EVENTS`

RBI working on light weight, portable payment system

India extends US$ 1 bn
credit line to Sri Lanka

PNS n NEW DELHI

Investment in the Indian
capital markets through
participatory notes has seen
an upward trend in the past
two months, with the num-
ber reaching Rs 95,911
crore in April-end, primar-
ily driven by the country's
robust economic growth.

This was the highest level
since November 2022, when
investment through the route
stood at Rs 96,292 crore.

Participatory notes (P-
notes) are issued by regis-
tered Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) to overseas
investors who wish to be
part of the Indian stock
market without registering
themselves directly. 
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A
man Sachdeva, the director and
writer known for his art, reflected
through his films and not to forget

that he is a national award winner has his
latest movie opium on board—his next mas-
terpiece keeping his legacy up to the mark. 

So in an exclusive interview with the film-
maker, who is weaving the themes of reli-
gion and faith throughout this film’s five dis-
tinct realms, said, “I wrote a part of this
anthology feature film which was inspired
by some personal events. It took place a few
years ago and then one thing led to the other.
This was when my uncle passed away and
I travelled with my brother in law who hap-
pens to be a Muslim for the last rites. Upon
reaching, we had a strange task at hand, to
look for cow dung for a ritual. So, we roamed
the streets looking for dung because that was
one thing that was not available for sale in
any of the shops. And, this film happened.” 

Opium is truly a collection of intriguing
stories that explore human emotions
associated with religion. So he contin-
ued, “The emotions come from the
interrelationships of the characters
and the protagonists. The theme of
religion is not really in the face. These
are just human stories which may
have a connection to the religious
angle directly or indirectly.”

Just as people wish the philosophi-
cal progression of the universe to be, his
stories also eventually move from
dystopia to utopia. Besides,
“Each story has its own
atmosphere, like in
Vinay Pathak’s story,
it's set in a quaint
Christian neigh-
bourhood in the
suburbs of
Mumbai. In the
story where
Sharib Hashmi
plays an
artist, the
film is set
in a
dystopian
w o r l d
w h e r e
e v e r y o n e
wears a book
mask. This proba-
bly is the most atmos-
pheric film since we
worked on the
theme of this
world in a very
minute way. We
had ourselves

asking questions like does this world have
electricity? What mode of transport do they
use? Is there any traffic noise or just plain
dead hum in the background? In a more
utopian story, it is set in a beautiful Kumaon
hill station. Then, another one is a tense—
one night story where two women take
refuge at a place where a contemptuous man
has his own plans to take revenge from them.
Or the other one in which a fresh off the boat
young girl is tested by the city. As the sto-
ries progress from dystopian to utopian
worlds, the themes of those worlds change
but we tried to keep each film in a highly
cinematic world regardless of the theme.”

A great deal of emotion and sincerity is
put into the examination of anger, retalia-
tion, irritation, prejudice, and even friend-
ship! The movie has garnered both critical
acclaim and a devoted audience because of
its beautifully written storyline. The premiere
is expected to be a star-studded occasion
because it has already generated hype and
accolades at film festivals. The film pre-

miered at 35th Tokyo inter-
national film festival

where it was nominat-
ed for Best Film in the

Asian Future Award.
In this context, the
director says, “The
audience make the
film festivals, so
world over you can
see the most suc-

cessful film festivals
are where the

audiences
a r e ,
f o r

the lack of word, cinephiles. We had
three housefull screenings in Tokyo
IFF and audiences accepted the film
so much that some people came to
re-watch the film in the following
screenings. And then in IFF Kerala,
we had a houseful screening at 9:30
am, audiences cheered and applaud-
ed at the end of the film. We
received three nominations at the
New York Indian International film
festival where the most of the audi-
ences were locals and Indians living
abroad who were very accepting of the
theme and philosophy of the film. So,
it’s the audiences and film enthusiasts
that make the film festivals and not the
red carpet glamour.”

The religious hostility that contempo-
rary Indians have been experiencing for
some time is finally explained by Sachdeva,
and while his last piece may seem idealis-
tic in some ways, it actually has a lot to say
about how we develop into selfish adults.

In an exclusive
chat with The

Pioneer, director-
writer Aman

Sachdeva discusses
his intriguing stories

that he brought to us
through Opium,

and having
premiered at 35th

Tokyo
international

film
festival. 

Bringing in the religious

hostility through 
his idealistic mind

Follow us on

@TheDailyPioneer

facebook.com/
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A
ctor Abhilash Thapliyal, who’s
starring in Kennedy — yes, the
same movie that received a

resounding response at the Cannes
Film Festival this year— tells us
exclusively how he wants to make it
big in the industry, but only and only
via resonating with audiences through
his craft. 

The inside sources tell us that our
interviewee, despite trying every-
thing, merely caught the attention of
his director. Accordingly, what are we
here for? For us, actors like Abhilash
are still sustaining success and mak-
ing an impact. Unexpectedly, for the
actor, it was the very first time walk-
ing any red carpet in his life since hail-
ing from Uttarakhand, and this
seemed like a final flourish for him,
going international. “The only thing
I hope for after receiving a seven-
minute standing ovation at The
Grand Lumiere Theatre is for my suc-
cess to be a long call. When I was
shooting for Kennedy, I had no idea
that the film was going to go interna-
tional. Neither did I have the idea that
I’d be making a red carpet debut in my
entire life! And then my red carpet
debut will be a grand affair. So now,
I never want to disappear from the big
screens.”

So, as we all know, movies are a
platform everyone wants to be asso-
ciated with. The industry comes with
a lot of perks. Therefore, “My direc-
tor, Anurag Kashyap, has not just
made violent movies; he has also
made a film like Manmarziyaan. His
genre of movies is just like his chang-
ing moods! Now, what you want to
remember Anurag Kashyap for is
totally your call. But all-inclusive, I
will call Anurag Kashyap a noir
director only. I am still very obscure
in this industry and don't have a
choice of scripts. My inclination is
only to work hard to be seen as a
prominent artist, that's all.” 

Talking about the film screened at
the international film festival,
Abhilash Thapliyal said, “After a
resounding success at the internation-
al festival, I cannot still set my stan-
dards higher because that will be
unfair to how I function as a person.
I didn't have any ulterior motives with
any of my movies. Most probably, the
directors see the giallo quality in me,
but I claim it to be my personal inno-
cence. By default, I am a very virtu-
ous man! And my approach is also
very pure this way.”

Giving us supernumerary informa-
tion about the film festival, he imparts,
“This specific film festival is way too
magnificent. As far as I remember, the
first time it was held was for artistic

achievements, but I have no idea how
the times have changed. I had never
been invited to a film festival ever in
my life! But what I could see was that
this place was actually becoming an
international marketing place for our
stars. My  thought process tells me that
it should be more about the ren-
dezvous of films and less about fash-
ion, but it’s going in the opposite track.
Cannes has the biggest theater there!
Inside the theater, there are certain
guidelines on how you have to dress
appropriately, it’s a formal affair as
compared to what’s happening outside.
Even your feet should be covered! As
soon as I entered the theater, I could
see a black-and-white atmosphere.
What else I observed when I came
back to India was how the media was
hardly talking about the films that
were screened there, most of the
limelight was taken by the actresses
and what they wore. Nobody dis-
cussed Martin Scorsese’s film in detail!
I don't understand this obsession
with fashion by our media?” 

He continued, “There are many
directors and producers that come
there so that their ambition for story-
telling is recognised. Even I got con-
fined in this media discussion! But
because I am from Uttarakhand, I
played smart and took the statement
pieces from my native state in antic-
ipation of identification that I am an

Indian, specifically from a state called
Uttarakhand. I took it into my stride!
And in fact, the art form from my
birthplace is actually dying — so this
was a moment of recall. We were not
so successful in drawing eyeballs with
the cinema that was being screened
there, the media was discussing the
worth of the necklace piece worn by
Miss Diva Universe. As it’s been dis-
cussed, it’s really true that biggies actu-
ally book the ticket, walk the red car-
pet, and then leave without even
watching the film inside the theater.
That’s so uncool! You are wasting
space. Each to its own — at least I was-
n't there for a fashion parade. Fashion
should be an extension of this festival,
not the primary focus!” 

Coming to an end, we hear, “My
challenges in professional life were a
little lesser in comparison to my per-
sonal life. The professional life has
always been kind to me, but simulta-
neously, while doing all these movies,
something else was going on in my
personal life that took a toll on me. For
example, when I was shooting for TVF
Aspirants, I lost my father! Every day,
my father was going through
chemotherapy, and I had to make a
career for myself as well. Immediately
after that, my mother had to go
through a major heart surgery, so my
battles were like these. But all is well
now.”

Abhilash Thapliyal: Cannes has become

a marketing place for celebrities now 
Anurag Kahyap’s

Kennedy had recently
received a seven-

minutes standing ovation
at the Cannes Film

Festival. And so, The
Pioneer interacts

with actor
Abhilash

Thapliyal,
who’ll be

next seen in
the film,

sharing his
experience of

being at the Cannes. 

W
hen it comes to creating a
comfortable and clean
indoor environment, the

right choice of tiles for walls and
floors plays a crucial role. Not only
can tiles enhance the aesthetics of
your space, but they can also help
eliminate excessive heat, resulting in
a cooler atmosphere. Minal Somany,
brand custodian at Somany Ceramics
brings to us the impact of heat-resis-
tant tiles on temperature control and
delves into the benefits of utilizing
advanced tech tiles that reduce room
temperature to keep your interiors
cool and pristine. Read along!

The quest for cooler interiors
In our pursuit of comfortable liv-

ing, excessive heat poses a significant
challenge, particularly in regions
with scorching summers. Enter
heat-resistant tiles, a game-chang-
er in maintaining cooler indoor
temperatures. These innovative
tiles, such as the one we'll discuss,
boasts the ability to reflect up to
75% of sunlight. By doing so,
they effectively reduce the
room temperature, offering
you a respite from the swel-
tering heat outside.

Energy savings made
easy

By employing heat-
resistant tiles like the
ones designed for roofs
and sun-facing sides,
you can go beyond
mere temperature con-
trol and realize sub-
stantial energy sav-
ings. The reduced
room temperature
translates to a dimin-
ished reliance on air
conditioning, there-
by helping you cur-
tail energy bills.
Whether it’s your
roof, pavement,
courtyard, balcony,
or any other sun-
exposed area, the
incorporation of

these tiles can signifi-
cantly contribute to beat-

ing the heat inside your
home.

Nullifying the Urban Heat Island
Effect
These heat insulating tiles repel exces-

sive heat and help minimise the Urban
Heat Island Effect (UHIE) which is mainly

caused due to the high concentration of build-
ings and man-made infrastructure, alongside

dense population and other human activities. These
factors lead to exceedingly high temperatures in cities

and urban areas. The heat repellent tiles help the inte-
riors to stay cool and thus help homeowners tackle the

UHIE rather comprehensively.
Leveraging innovation and technology

The temperature shield technology in
tiles, offers an innovative solution, pro-
viding a protective layer that safeguards
tiles from unprecedented rise in temper-
atures. This technology acts as a shield,
extending the efficiency of your homes

while also maintaining the aesthetic appeal
even in the face of harsh weather conditions

during summer.
Protection against high heat conduction

Some of the better tile brands out there offer tiles
that protect buildings from the damages inflicted by high heat
conduction. Cracks, deformation and other structural mishaps
can occur due to extreme heat, and this is where some innova-
tive tiles in the market distinguish themselves from others. Besides
the protection, these tiles are also environment friendly, and thus
can be the X factor in the pledge for your carbon neutral and
energy efficient home.

By incorporating heat-resistant tiles, you can effectively beat
the heat and save on energy costs and support environment sus-
tainability. So, make an informed decision and embrace the power
of innovative tiles to create a cool and pristine haven within your
home.

Eliminate excessive heat
with right walls & floor
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Hyderabad | Wednesday May 31, 2023 what’s brewing?

l Syed Khaja Hussain Amer

l Venugopal Chary and Sathyanarayana

l Jaber Patel and Ateeq Siddiqui

Several renowned dignitaries
including politicians and
officers, graced the reception
ceremony of Syed Khaja
Hussain Amer, son of Late Syed
Sirajuddin, with the daughter of
Syed Nazeer in Hyderabad.

l Farooq Hussain

l
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l B. B. Patil

l Arekapudi Gandhil Muta Gopal

l Ajay Misra

l Sayed M.Ibrahim and Kabeeer Khan

l Sheetal

l Sunitha Dsouza

l Masi Ullah Khan and Syed Farid Uddin

TAPS to premiere at the

prestigious Kashish Film Festival

S
udhanshu Saria’  Four Line
Entertainment has been making a
lot of buzz this year with their new

film TAPS. Co-produced in conjunc-
tion with the Kashish Arts Foundation
and Lotus Visual Productions, TAPS is
an LGBTQ+ themed relationship
drama that won the festival’s QDrishti
grant in a nationwide contest earlier this
year. Revolving around a gay relation-
ship in Mumbai, film’s trailer is already
out and has impressed the audiences
and industry critics. 

The film is gearing up for its world
premiere screening on June 8 at the
famous Liberty Cinema as part of the
Kashish Film Festival. TAPS has a
running time of 15 minutes and has
been made in English and Hindi. 

Opening up about the film’s
world premiere, National
Award-winning director
turned producer
Sudhanshu Saria
said, “We are
proud of the
t e n d e r
a n d
e m o -

tional gaze with which Arvind has told
this story and we can’t wait for audi-
ences to discover a brand new queer
voice in Indian cinema. We are just as
grateful to Kashish Arts Foundation
and Lotus Visual for selecting this script
and choosing to produce it with us.”

Film’s director Arvind Caulagi also
shared his excitement about the same
saying, “Kashish Film Festival is the per-
fect venue for the film’s world premiere
and I can’t wait to see how audiences
receive it and where the film goes from
here. TAPS is a small step in continu-
ing to add to the dignified representa-
tion of queer, Indian lives and I hope
it opens up important and sensitive

conversations

that helps bring acceptance and sensi-
tivity to LGBTQIA+ issues in our
country.”

Neeraj Churi, co-financer from Lotus
Visual Productions, expressed his
thoughts and said, “We want to congrat-
ulate, Kashish QDrishti Film Grant
winner, Arvind on the world premiere
of his debut short film TAPS. He
brings a delicately nuanced and heart-
warming story of a gay couple as they
navigate a challenging phase of their
relationship that we rarely have seen on
Indian screens. Through our sponsor-
ship of this Grant, we are delighted to
be a part of his journey and wish him
and the team a successful journey
ahead.”

Written and directed by Arvind
Caulagi, TAPS will be screening in

the Indian Narrative Shorts
category. Tickets to the

world premiere can be
obtained on the

Kashish Film
Festival’s web-

site.

Diljit Dosanjh stuns
in no turban look in
Chamkila
F

or the first time  ever Punjabi
singer-actor Diljit Dosanjh
will be seen without his tur-

ban in the upcoming film
Chamkila, directed by Imtiaz Ali,
as the makers dropped the teaser
on Tuesday morning.

Streaming giant Netflix shared
the teaser on Instagram on
Tuesday morning. However, in the
teaser, it seems Diljit is wearing a
wig. He plays Punjab’s highest
record-selling artiste Amar Singh
Chamkila.

The video was captioned: “Jo naam
saalon se aapke dil aur dimaag pe
chaaya hai woh ab aapke saamne aaya
hai. Watch the untold story of Punjab’s
highest record-selling artist, Amar
Singh #Chamkila, coming soon only on
Netflix!”

Chamkila is based in Punjab, where
Diljit Amar Singh Chamkila and
Parineeti Chopra play his partner
Amarjot Kaur, who were shot dead,
along with two members of their
band in 1988 in an assassination
which remains unsolved.

ARCHIE

GARFIELD
REALITY CHECK CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS

NANCY

Yesterday’s solution

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SPEED BUMP

SUDOKU

Rules

l Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.

FUN
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M
odern love Chennai is
one of the better
things that’s going to

churn out lately and we
were really astounded to

see Wamiqa Gabbi play-
ing one of the lead pro-
tagonists in the anthol-
ogy. Stunned because?
Most of the time we
have seen the leading
lady pulling Punjabi
characters to a
greater extent. But
we are sure she has a
connection! And so,
bringing you a fresh
Tollywood interview
with this incredible
new talent on board

for Modern Love
Chennai, we take in, “In

view of the fact that I
could feel the passion

between the two charac-
ters, I signed this anthology.

I was actually contacted for
two of the stories in Modern

Love Chennai but due to some
date issues I could only pull one of

the episodes. Now you got me right that
yes I am a Punjabi by blood but I am doing

love stories from Chennai and that’s the
beauty of being in this entertainment industry.” 

The flair and the aptitude of the actress takes you
through a place where she still doesn’t know how

to speak Telugu Tamil or Malayali, yet it’s her sheer
hard work that she plays all of these roles with so
much conviction. She continued to speak to us, “I
never really understand my characters in the first
to the second meetings, I need my director to unfurl
the character for me in layers. After that I surren-
der! In just one episode there are so many theo-
ries revolving around it. Once upon a time, I was
a demented girl too just as my character in
Modern Love Chennai. So this bewilderness led me
to outspread my character in this episode. Until the
mid-shoot, I couldn’t figure out my character sketch
because of so many theories surrounding her.” 

There was an untold story where Wamiqa con-
fides with the media that even though she is from
Punjab—she had her few bad experiences in the
Punjabi industry too. And then when she came to
the Hindi industry there also she was consecutive-
ly giving auditions for six years but never anything
really lucked out for her. But the actress is not sorry
about these incidents! Instead, now with Modern
Love Chennai in her kitty, “I promised my direc-
tor that I am going to learn Tamil this year so that
I can enjoy my Tamil characters even more with
so much of genuineness that I would like to bring
on the table. The character has created a stir in our
lives (she laughs) Hysterically, this character trou-
bled me a lot on a personal note too! But a stream-
ing giant like Prime Video has come like a bless-
ing in disguise for me — they are giving me my
most beautiful projects that I can take pride in and
add those in my filmography. Even the artwork on
the sets of modern love chennai was so overwhelm-
ing for an artist to perform at! Generally, I don’t
see the monitor but after every shot my instinct and
excitement both were persuading me to go watch
myself. Being a native of Punjab state, I never had
the idea that I’ll be tapping success in the Tamil
industry too.”

Wamiqa
Gabbi, who will

soon be starring in the
upcoming Modern Love

Chennai, is one of the
incredible talents in the
industry. In an exclusive

interview with The Pioneer,
the actress discusses
becoming a part of the

series, acting her
roles with such

conviction,
and more.

N
o surprise that cricket has been one
of the most loved sports in the
nation. Offlate, even the entertain-

ment industry has come up with several
biopics of cricketers including M.S.
Dhoni: The untold story, Jersey, Sachin:
A Billion Dreams, Azhar, 83, and
Shabash Mithu. Now adding to the list
is Sourav Ganguly’s biopic, which is
in the cards, and fans cannot wait to
know more details about the same.

Well, as soon as this news was out,
several reports have claimed that
actor Ayushmann Khuranna will
step into the shoes of the cricketer for

the biopic. Infact, if the reports are to
be believed, the legendary cricketer has

given a green signal to get the actor
onboard to play him onscreen. 

Not just that there’s been discussion
regarding the actor, but also the director.
The rumours claim that Superstar
Rajnikanth’s daughter Aishwarya will take
on the director’s seat for the biopic. There

have also been rumours that before
Aishwarya, director Vikramaditya
Motwane was approached but he alleged-
ly turned down the offer. 

While there have been no official con-
firmation about it, we can all just wait for
any further developments regarding the
biopic.

A
ctress Genelia Deshmukh is
someone who's known for her
charm, grace, and cuteness that

she brings to the table. Not just her
movies, Genelia grabs attention for her
Instagram content as well to a great
extent. She has recently caught the
attention of fitness enthusiasts by shar-
ing her hard-core workout sessions on
her Instagram story. 

Known for her infectious energy and
vivacious personality, Genelia has man-
aged to make fitness an enjoyable expe-
rience, inspiring her fans to embrace a
healthy lifestyle with enthusiasm and
joy.In a powerful display of strength and
determination, the Ved actress made
heads turn by lifting a whopping 90 kilo-
grams which is quite heavy, during a rig-
orous workout session. However, what
makes this video different from a lot of
her contemporaries is the caption. She
highlights the importance of keeping
workouts real without glamourising it
too much as with that, the basic purpose
of working out can get defeated. At a

time when so many women at times get
so busy that they miss their fitness sched-
ule, this video serves as an ideal inspi-
ration so that fitness becomes an essen-
tial necessity of their life. 

At the end of the day, the idea is to
keep your fitness routine in check with-
out thinking much of the glamour quo-
tient that's associated with it.

Delving into details  about her fitness
routine, she says, “My workout sessions
incorporate a variety of exercises that tar-
get different muscle groups while keep-
ing the element of enjoyment intact. By
combining elements of cardio, strength
training, and flexibility exercises, I aim
for a well-rounded workout that not only
enhances physical fitness but also helps
me mentally.”

During her workout sessions, Genelia
chooses to forgo all makeup and elabo-
rate styling, embracing her natural beau-
ty instead. By opting for a fresh-faced,
clear look with tied hair and a fitness dri-
ven attitude, she encourages others to
embrace their own unique features and

feel confident in their skin. Her fans could
really relate to this determined side of the
actress, as is visible in the comments that
she has been receiving.

Beyond the realm of fitness,
Genelia's workouts serve as a
reminder that perseverance
and dedication can lead to
success in any area of life.  In
an industry often obsessed
with unrealistic beauty
standards, she has been
an advocate for embrac-
ing strength and fit-
ness as a means of
empowerment. The
video serves as an
ideal inspiration to
ensure  t hat  no
matter how busy
women get  in
their lives, that 1
hour of dedicated
workout for their
own body can make a
massive difference indeed.

Genelia aims for ‘well-rounded- workout for
not just physical fitness but also mentally

D
irector Mari Selvaraj’s upcom-
ing movie Maamannan starring
Udhayanidhi Stalin, Vadivelu,

Fahadh Faasil, and Keerthy Suresh in
key roles, is scheduled to hit screens
next month.

In a recent interview, the director
talked about his next movie, which will
feature Dhruv Vikram as the protag-

onist. He revealed that the movie is a
sports biopic on Indian Kabaddi play-
er Manathi Ganesan, who also won the
Arjuna Award.

Dhruv Vikram is currently prepar-
ing for this movie, which will begin
filming in August 2023. More details
about this project will be shared in the
coming days.

R
ama Naidu’s grandson, Abhiram
is making his debut as the lead
actor on the screen with his

upcoming entertainer Ahimsa. The film
directed by Teja is releasing on 2 June
2023. It is known that Abhiram is the son
of Suresh Babu and brother of Rana.

He happens to be the nephew of
Victory Venkatesh. Now ahead of the
film’s release, Victory Venkatesh came in
support of Abhiram’s Ahimsa. In a
video byte, Venkatesh recollected how
his father Rama Naidu from a small vil-
lage attained a name and frame in the
industry and drew comparisons with
director Teja who introduced many tal-
ented youngsters.

He said Abhiram is making his debut
under his direction and wished the mak-
ers all the best. The film’s promotions got
a good response from the movie lovers.
Geethika is the heroine in the film which
stars Rajat Bedi, Sadha, Ravi Kale,
Kamal Kamaraju, Manoj Tiger,
Kalpalatha, and Devi Prasad in impor-
tant roles.

The music for the film is scored by RP.
Patnaik and cinematography is handled
by Sameer Reddy and editing by Kotagiri
Venkateswara Rao. P Kiran is produc-
ing the movie under Anandi Art
Creations.

Aishwarya Rajinikanth to direct
Sourav Ganguly’s biopic

Director Srikanth Addala
all set for a comeback
with a ‘new-age’ film

D
irector Srikanth Addela,
who is known for his films
like Kotha Bangaru Lokam

and Seethamma Vakitlo Sirimalle
Chettu, is going to make a come-
back on big screens after almost 7
years with  a new-age film. His last
film was Mahesh Babu’s
Brahmotsavam in 2016 is his last
theatrical release, and in 2021,
Venkatesh’s Naarappa was released
directly on OTT.

The director has now teamed up
with Miryala Ravinder Reddy, the
producer of Akhanda. The film’s
title will be unveiled on June 2 along
with the first-look poster.

The film’s cast and crew details
will be divulged on the date.
Presenters Miryala Sathyanarayana
Reddy and Dwaraka Creations are
expected to mount the film on a big
scale.

Mari Selvaraj’s Maamannan
will hit the screens in June

Venky comes in support
of Abhiram for Ahimsa

Hyderabad |  Wednesday May 31, 2023

‘I need my director to

unfurl the character
for me in layers’
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AP n PARIS

W
orld number two Daniil
Medvedev was knocked out
of the French Open in the first

round on Tuesday, losing in five sets to
172nd-ranked Thiago Seyboth Wild of
Brazil.

Seyboth Wild, who came through
the qualifiers and had never previous-
ly won a Grand Slam match, tri-
umphed 7-6 (7/5), 6-7 (6/8), 2-6, 6-3,
6-4. It was Medvedev's fifth loss in the
opening round at Roland Garros in
seven appearances.

"I have watched Daniil play in my
junior years. It's a dream come true to
beat these kinds of players on this
court," said the 23-year-old Brazilian
who unleashed 69 winners past the
Russian.

"I just wanted to get my angles
right, get to the net as much as possi-
ble and use my forehand as much as
possible against his — I guess it worked
pretty well." He added: "I was cramp-
ing in the second set and couldn't real-
ly serve the way I wanted to but I tried
to play my best tennis. I'm really
happy with the way I played."

Seyboth Wild, without a win on the
main tour since February 2022, had
squandered two set points which would
have given him a two-sets lead.

Medvedev made him pay, levelling
the tie and then claiming a double break
in the third set.

But the Brazilian hit back, a dou-
ble break of his own in the fourth set
levelling the clash as a fractious
Medvedev bickered with the crowd.

In the final set, Seyboth Wild
twice saw breaks retrieved by the
Russian before he finally backed up a
third break with a hold for 5-3.

He held his nerve to clinch the four-
hour 15-minute match courtesy of two
giant forehands and will face either
Guido Pella or Quentin Halys for a
place in the last 32.

Medvedev arrived in Paris buoyed
by winning his first ever clay court title
at the prestigious Italian Open last week
for his fifth trophy of 2023.

But he has endured a bitter-sweet
relationship with the French Open, los-
ing in the first round in his first four
visits. He ended that streak with a run
to the quarter-finals in 2021.

ZVEREV WINS
Alexander Zverev made a winning

return to Roland Garros on Tuesday
with a straight-sets win over Lloyd

Harris in the French Open first round,
12 months since suffering a serious
ankle injury in the semi-finals.

The German had to retire injured
from a dramatic last-four clash with
Rafael Nadal last season after twisting
his ankle and did not play again in 2022.

That match had already reached
three hours and was locked at 6-6 in the
second set after Nadal won a first-set
tie-break when Zverev suffered torn
ankle ligaments and had to be taken off
Court Philippe Chatrier in a wheelchair.

Zverev, who was the third seed last
year, is only seeded 22nd this time
around after struggling to recapture his
best form since returning to the ATP
Tour.

But the former US Open finalist
had enough to beat South African
Harris 7-6 (8/6), 7-6 (7/0), 6-1.

"It's nice to be back. I've marked this
day in bold on my calendar since last
year," Zverev said.

"I was obviously very disappoint-
ed with how that tournament ended for

me (last year).
"That's why I think I appreciate

even more when I play in a full stadi-
um and the crowd is behind me."

Zverev went out in the first round
in 2017 and needed five sets to win his
opening tie at Roland Garros in both
2019 and 2021.

"No (not happy with his perform-
ance). But I'm happy that I won in three
sets. Normally I start with five-set
matches so I'm happy to win in three."

Zverev will next face Slovakia's Alex

Molcan as he tries to reach the third
round for a sixth straight year.

He came back to the Tour at the
start of 2023 but has since slipped from
12th to 27th in the rankings.

Zverev, who has won three of his
five Masters titles on clay, failed to reach
the quarter-finals in each of Monte
Carlo, Madrid and Rome this season.

"Get some more wins. Get six more
wins in the next two weeks," said the
Olympic champion when asked what
he wants to improve.

AP n THE HAGUE

Former Netherlands goalkeep-
er Edwin van der Sar on

Tuesday announced that he was
quitting as Ajax chief executive,
after "an incredibly tough period"
of more than a decade at the helm
of the Amsterdam powerhouse.

Van der Sar's resignation
comes on the back of the worst
season in 14 years for the top
Dutch club which finished third
in the Eredivisie after a 3-1 drub-
bing by FC Twente on Sunday.

"After almost 11 years on the
board, I am done," Van der Sar,
52, said in a statement.

"We have experienced won-
derful things together, but it has
also been an incredibly tough
period," the former Manchester
United 'keeper said, who retired
from professional football in
2011. Ajax have failed to qualify
for the Champions League after
finishing third in the Eredivisie
behind Feyenoord and PSV
Eindhoven.

Media reports including the
NOS public broadcaster and
daily tabloid De Telegraaf said
supporters held Van der Sar
responsible for the club's drop in
success, following the departure
of sporting director Marc
Overmars and trainer Erik ten

Hag. Former Dutch internation-
al Overmars quit after admitting
sending inappropriate messages
to female staff at Ajax, while the
successful Ten Hag left for
Manchester United in April last
year.

Van der Sar said he needed
to "take some distance, to get
some rest, and to do other things."

Ajax supervisory board
chairman Pier Eringa said the
club "wanted Edwin to stay, but
he had made his decision. We
have to respect that."

Van der Sar's contract ran
until June 30, 2025.

"The last season does not
reflect the entire period that he
has been in charge of Ajax,"
Eringa stressed.

Regarded as one of the
world's all-time best goalkeepers,
Van der Sar played for Ajax from
1990-1999, winning the
Champions League in 1995.

He went on to lift the Euro-
pean Cup again in 2008 with
Manchester United after spells at
Juventus and Fulham.

Van der Sar returned to Ajax
in 2012 as director of marketing
before being promoted four years
later to CEO. He is also the sec-
ond-highest capped Netherlands
player of all-time with 130 inter-
national appearances.

MEDVEDEV OUT OF FRENCH OPEN

Van der Sar to quit as Ajax
chief after ‘tough period'
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