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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said the

new Parliament building will
make every Indian proud, as he
posted a video of the newly-
constructed complex on
Twitter and urged people to
share it on the social media
platform with the hashtag
“MyParliamentMyPride”.

Modi also urged people to
share the video with their
voiceover which he will
retweet.

The new Parliament build-
ing will be inaugurated on
Sunday and the ceremony will
begin with an early morning
havan and a multi-religion
prayer followed by a formal
opening in the Lok Sabha by

Prime Minister Modi.
“The new Parliament

building will make every
Indian proud. This video offers
a glimpse of this iconic build-
ing. I have a special request —
share this video with your own
voice-over, which conveys your
thoughts. I will re-Tweet some
of them. Don’t forget to use
#MyParliamentMyPride,” the
Prime Minister said on Twitter.

The video shared by the
Prime Minister gives a virtual
tour of the new Parliament
building, including the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.

As many as 25 parties are
expected to attend the inaugu-
ration of the new Parliament
building even as 20 Opposition
parties have decided to boycott
the event.

Officials said the havan
will be held outside the new
building around 7 am and the
ceremonial sceptre Sengol will
be handed over to Modi by the
high priests of the Shaivite
order.

The Sengol will be installed
near the chair of the Speaker in
the new Parliament building.

Former vice president M
Venkaiah Naidu, Lok Sabha

Speaker Om Birla, former
prime minister HD Deve
Gowda and Rajya Sabha deputy
chairman Harivansh among
others are expected to be pre-
sent during the formal inau-
guration of the new complex.

The triangular-shaped
four-storey Parliament building
has a built-up area of 64,500
sqm. The building has three
main gates — Gyan Dwar,
Shakti Dwar, and Karma Dwar. 
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The war of words between
the BJP and the Congress

over the historical roots of the
ceremonial sceptre Sengol, to
be installed near the Chair of
the Speaker in the new
Parliament building, intensified
on Friday.

Lambasting the Congress
for the boycott call and dis-
puting the historical impor-
tance of sengol, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah tweet,
“Why does the Congress party
hate Indian traditions and cul-
ture so much? A sacred Sengol
was given to Pandit Nehru by
a holy Saivite Mutt from Tamil
Nadu to symbolise India’s free-
dom but it was banished to a
museum as a ‘walking stick’.” 

Shah’s remarks came after
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh claimed there was no
documented evidence of Lord
Mountbatten, C

Rajagopalachari and Jawaharlal
Nehru describing the Sengol as
a symbol of transfer of power
by the British to India.

Ramesh tweeted, “There is
no documented evidence what-
soever of Mountbatten, Rajaji
and Nehru describing this
sceptre as a symbol of transfer
of British power to India. All
claims to this effect are plain
and simple — bogus. Is it any
surprise that the new
Parliament is being consecrat-
ed with typically false narra-
tives from WhatsApp
University? The BJP-RSS dis-
torians stand exposed yet again
with maximum claims, mini-
mum evidence.” 

Shah said, “Now, Congress
has heaped another shameful
insult. The Thiruvaduthurai
Adheenam, a holy Saivite Mutt,
itself spoke about the impor-
tance of the Sengol at the time
of India’s freedom.”

The Congress, he further

posted, is calling the
“Adheenam’s history as
BOGUS! Congress needs to
reflect on their behaviour”. The
Tamil tradition of a high priest
presenting a sceptre to a newly
crowned king as a symbolic
gesture dates back to the Chola
dynasty.

Several Union ministers
hit out at the 20 Opposition
parties, including the Congress,
over their decision to boycott
the inauguration ceremony. 

A group of 270 eminent

citizens, including former
bureaucrats, ambassadors and
veterans condemned the
Opposition parties for their
decision and claimed that all
the “family-first” parties have
come together to boycott all
that represents India.

The head of a Tamil Nadu
monastery sought to counter
Ramesh’s claim, saying the
Sengol was handed over to
Lord Mountbatten and then it
was presented to Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru in 1947 to
symbolise transfer of power
from British and wrong claims
made in this respect by some
people has caused sadness.

T i r u v a v a d u t h u r a i
Aadeenam, Ambalavana
Desika Paramacharya Swami
said the Sengol that that was
away from the gaze of people
would now be prominently
displayed in Parliament for
the world to see.

To a question by reporters
in Chennai on any proof for the
handover of the Sengol, the
pontiff said there were evi-
dence, including photographs
and reports that appeared in
newspapers and magazines in

1947.
BJP president JP Nadda

said what connects the boy-
cotting parties is their dynas-
tic leadership whose “monar-
chic” methods are at logger-
heads with the principles of the
Constitution.

While announcing the
boycott, the Opposition parties
had said the Prime Minister’s
decision to inaugurate it by
himself, “completely sidelining
President Droupadi Murmu, is
not only a grave insult but a
direct assault on our democ-
racy which demands a com-
mensurate response”.

Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri hit out at the
Congress and others who gave
the boycott call, saying the
“boycott gang” is insulting the
legacy of their own leaders and
the freedom fighters.

In a series of tweets, Puri
cited an old article of the Time
Magazine published in 1947
which he said was a must read
for those who wish they had
built the magnificent new
Parliament instead of Prime
Minister Modi.

Continued on Page 9
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday stayed the
Calcutta High Court order,
which imposed a cost of �25
lakh on Trinamool Congress
leader Abhishek Banerjee while
dismissing his plea seeking
recall of a previous order per-
taining to probe into the school
jobs scam case.

A vacation bench com-
prising Justices JK Maheshwari
and PS Narasimha observed
the high court had considered
the points raised by Banerjee in
his plea but the imposition of
cost of �25 lakh was “perhaps
not warranted”. “But then, it
does not mean that no cost can
be imposed at all…. I think the
order is a very balanced and
fair order,” he observed.

Continued on Page 9
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The Allahabad High Court
on Friday directed all mat-

ters related to the Sri Krishna
Janmabhoomi-Shahi Idgah dis-
pute pending before a Mathura
court be transferred to it.

Justice Arvind Kumar
Mishra passed the order allow-
ing a transfer application filed
by Bhagwan Shrikrishna
Virajman at Katra Keshav Dev
Khewat Mathura through the
next friend, Ranjana Agnihotri,
and seven others. “It is request-
ed to the respected chief justice
to kindly nominate an appro-
priate bench for trial and dis-
posal of such suits so with-
drawn,” he added.

The petitioners had
requested that the original trial
must be conducted by the 
HC itself like the Ayodhya 
matter. 

$���%������
������
�
�����
���
�&����
�
'�
��������(�����
)������������������
�

���	� ��������	�

ADelhi court on Friday
granted a no-objection cer-

tificate (NOC) to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi for
issuance of an “ordinary pass-
port” for three years instead of
the normal 10 years, following
an objection raised by BJP
leader Subramanian Swamy. 

Rahul had surrendered his
diplomatic passport upon his
disqualification as an MP.
Swamy argued that the court
should listen the opinion of
Union Home Ministry, which
issued notice to Rahul on the
controversial British citizenship
holding issue. 

“I’m partly allowing your
application. Not for 10 years
but three years,” Additional
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
(ACMM) Vaibhav Mehta told
Rahul’s counsel.

Continued on Page 9
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Given India’s contribution to
various peacekeeping mis-

sions under the aegis of the
United Nations, top UN offi-
cials have voiced support for
New Delhi’s initiative to estab-
lish a memorial wall honouring
the fallen UN peacekeepers.
The officials also lauded India’s
contributions to peacekeeping
missions across the globe.

India is the third largest
contributor of uniformed per-
sonnel to UN peacekeeping
with more than 6,000 military
and police personnel deployed
to Abyei, the Central African
Republic, Cyprus, the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Lebanon, the Middle
East and Western Sahara. 

About 177 Indian peace-
keepers have made the supreme
sacrifice, the highest number
by far from any troop-con-
tributing country.

The International Day of
United Nations Peacekeepers
was commemorated in the
United Nations late Thursday
with solemn ceremonies,
including a wreath laid by UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres at the Peacekeepers
Memorial to honour the
women and men who sacri-
ficed their lives while serving
under the UN flag.

Guterres also presided over

a ceremony in the General
Assembly Hall at which the
Dag Hammarskjöld Medals
were awarded posthumously to
103 military, police, and civil-
ian peacekeepers, who were
killed in the line of duty last
year, including three Indian
personnel.

Border Security Force per-
sonnel Head Constables
Shishupal Singh and Sanwala
Ram Vishnoi, who both served
with the Organization
Stabilization Mission in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo and Shaber Taher Ali
who served in a civilian capac-
ity with the UN Assistance
Mission for Iraq (UNAMI)
were honoured with the Dag
Hammarskjöld Medal at the
solemn ceremony. 

Continued on Page 9
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India is expected to clock the
highest growth among the

world’s big economies this year
and the country’s economy is
witnessing the “famous snow-
ball effect” that will lead to
more investments and more
jobs, according to World
Economic Forum (WEF)
President Borge Brende.

“There have been reforms
that have led to less red tape,
better climate for investments
and also the digital revolution
is really happening in India,”
Brende said and stressed that
he is “very bullish and opti-
mistic” about the country’s
growth trajectory but not so
optimistic about global growth.

India, which currently

holds the G20 presidency, is
one of the fastest growing key
economies in the world and
WEF has had close collabora-
tions with the country for the
past many years.

“When the snowball starts
to roll, it gets bigger and bigger,
and that is what is happening
with the Indian economy.

“The growth will lead to
more investments, more jobs...
It will be an exponential growth
in the coming years and you

will see a situation where more
poverty is eradicated and more
opportunities are there for
young people,” Brende told
PTI in an interview in the
national capital.

Brende, who was on a
short visit to India, had dis-
cussions about ongoing col-
laborations as well as India’s
G20 presidency with stake-
holders. He met various Union
ministers and company execu-
tives, among others.

“I think that nations in the
developing world have some-
thing to learn from India. India
is the largest democracy in the
world and it is also an open
society with entrepreneurs and
innovators and free speech,” he
said.

Continued on Page 9
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The old Parliament building,
an architectural splendour

and a historic landmark that
guided the destiny of India for
nearly a century and whose
illustrious legacy will now be
consigned to the pages of his-
tory, was inaugurated on
January 18, 1927, by then
Viceroy Lord Irwin.

On May 28, when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
inaugurate the new Parliament
building and dedicate it to the
nation, the old Sansad Bhavan
will also hand over its position

as the country’s hallowed leg-
islature, a privilege it enjoyed
for over 96 years.

Revered today as India’s
temple of democracy, the old
Parliament House has for these
nine-and-a-half decades wit-
nessed the imperial rule of the
British and its chamber has
heard the echoes of bombs
hurled by revolutionaries

Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar
Dutt in a bid to attain freedom.

The building has seen the
dawn of Independence and its
halls have reverberated with the
historic “Tryst with Destiny”
speech delivered by first prime
minister Jawaharlal Nehru on
August 15, 1947.

An architectural marvel
with its charming circular
design and an impressive
colonnade of 144 creamy sand-
stone on the first floor, the old
building was opened amid
much fanfare at a time when
the new imperial capital of the
British Raj — New Delhi —

was being built at a site in
Raisina Hill area.

According to archival doc-
uments and rare old images, a
grand ceremony was held on
January 18, 1927, to mark the
opening of the majestic build-
ing, then called Council House.

Over a century ago, when
the nation was still in the mak-
ing and Independence 26 years
away, Britain’s Duke of
Connaught had laid the foun-
dation stone of Parliament
House on February 12, 1921,
and said it would stand “as the
symbol of India’s rebirth to yet
higher destinies”.

The building, with a diam-
eter of 560 ft and circumference
of one-third of a mile, was
designed by Sir Herbert Baker,
who along with Sir Edwin
Lutyens was chosen to design
the new imperial capital in
Delhi. According to the book
“New Delhi — Making of a
Capital”, Lord Irwin had arrived
in his viceregal carriage at a
pavilion set up at the Great
Place (now Vijay Chowk), and
then “proceeded to open the
door of the Council House with
a golden key, handed to him by
Sir Herbert Baker”.

Continued on Page 9

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday refused to
entertain a PIL seeking a
direction to the Lok Sabha
Secretariat for inauguration of
the new Parliament building
by President Droupadi
Murmu. 

A bench of justices JK
Maheshwari and PS
Narasimha told petitioner in-
person advocate Jaya Sukin
that the court understands
why and how this petition was
filed and it is not inclined to
entertain this petition under
Article 32 of the Constitution.

Srinagar: National
Conference leader Omar
Abdullah on Friday said the
new Parliament building was
a welcome addition and looks
“pretty damn impressive”,
amid criticism by the
Opposition over its inaugura-
tion.

Abdullah, whose party’s
MPs have also announced to
boycott the inaugural cere-
mony, said when he was the

member of the Lok Sabha,
many of his colleagues often
spoke about the need for a
new and improved Parliament
building.

“Setting aside the brouha-
ha about the inauguration for
a moment, this building is a
welcome addition. Better late
than never is all I will say and
this one looks pretty damn
impressive,” the NC vice pres-
ident wrote on Twitter.

New Delhi: The Government
will issue a commemorative
�75 coin to mark the inaugu-
ration of new Parliament
Building on May 28 by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

As per a gazette notifica-
tion by Department of
Economic Affairs under the
finance ministry, the weight of
this coin could be 34.65- 35.35
gram.

Rajpipla: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Friday described as “unfortu-
nate” the decision by 20
Opposition parties to boycott
the inauguration of the new
Parliament building and said
there should be a limit to
doing politics. Jaishankar said
the inauguration of the new
Parliament building should be
celebrated as a festival by the
entire nation.
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on

Friday  retained its forecast for
“normal” monsoon from June-
September this year,
unchanged from its predic-
tion in April, except north
west region this year although
it is said there is a high proba-
bility of El Nino phenomenon
which is set to return after a
three-year hiatus.  

The IMD said at 96 per
cent of the Long Period
Average (a 50-year mean) of 87
cm, this is at the lowest end of
what is considered “normal.”

Announcing the so-called
stage-2 long rage forecast for
Southwest Monsoon 2023, the
IMD in its updates on Friday
said rainfall during the June-
September period is expected
to be below normal at <92 per
cent of long period average
(LPA) in northwest India with
an error margin of +/-4 per
cent while overall monsoon is
expected to be normal in the

country at 96 to 104 per cent of
the LPA, which is based on
rainfall data from 1971 to 2020. 

It is likely to be normal at
94 to 106 per cent of the LPA
in the northeast, central, and
south Peninsular.

However, most parts of
the country will witness defi-
cient showers in June, except
some pockets in peninsular
regions such as south

Karnataka and northern Tamil
Nadu, Rajasthan and Ladakh,
it said. 

The IMD said the warming
of the equatorial Pacific Ocean
has begun and there was a 90
per cent probability of devel-
opment of the El Nino phe-
nomenon, which is known to
affect monsoon rains in India. 

However, a positive Indian
Ocean Dipole is likely to devel-
op during the monsoon season
which would offset the adverse
impact of the El Nino and bring
rains to most parts of the
country.

D Sivananda Pai, head of
the IMD’s Environment
Monitoring and Research
Center said this is an El Nino
year associated with subdued
rainfall in the northwest and
central India and above-normal
rainfall in the northeast. 

Continued on Page 9
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The Supreme Court on
Friday granted jailed for-

mer Delhi Minister Satyendar
Jain interim bail for six weeks
on medical grounds, saying a
citizen has a right to receive
treatment of his choice in a pri-
vate hospital at his own
expense.

The relief came a day after
Jain collapsed in Tihar Jail due
to dizziness and was admitted
to the ICU of a Government
hospital. 

Continued on Page 9
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I, Anamika Devi D/o Shri
Sudhakar Prasad Trivedi R/o
Village Behati Post Bhurkuri ,
Block-Maholi, District-Sitapur
(U.P.)-261141, have changed
my name to Anamika Trivedi.

NOTICE

No- 14433981Y Hav (OPR) Deepak
Kujur Vill-Chhetki Po-Bairiya
Tehsil-Garhwa District- Garhwa(JH)
have changed my wife Surname
from Anita Minj to Anita Minz and
changed my wife D.O.B from
06.08.1982 to 30.06.1980 vide
Affidavit Regd No- 10AA009365
Date 15 may 2023 before District
Courts Ramanujganj(CG)

NOTICE

I legally inform to all concern
that my self has broken the
relations with my son
Mohammad Faiz and his wife
Shaizy Sheikh he will be self
responsible for all activities.
Mohammad Laiq 129,
Ujariyaon, Lucknow.

NOTICE
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Sushma Kharakwal took oath
as the Mayor of Lucknow at

Indira Gandhi Pratishthan on
Friday. The oath was adminis-
tered to her by Divisional
Commissioner Roshan Jacob.
She was also handed over the
ceremonial ‘gada’ (mace) by
Municipal Commissioner
Inderjit Singh.

The mayor later donned a
traditional gown and adminis-
tered oath to 110 corporators
elected in the urban local body
polls held earlier. The ceremo-
ny was attended by Deputy CM
Brajesh Pathak, Finance
Minister Suresh Khanna, for-
mer mayor Sanyukta Bhatia,
former Deputy CM Dinesh
Sharma and all the MLAs from
Lucknow.

Speaking on the occasion,
the newly-elected mayor
thanked the people of Lucknow
for giving her the opportunity
to serve them.

“I have seen Lucknow
from very close in the past
three decades and the BJP has
witnessed many ups and downs
in the past but the people of
Lucknow have continued to
shower their blessings on the
party in the last 32 years. The
atmosphere is different this
time and the public has entrust-
ed me with a great responsibil-
ity,” she said.

There was a time when
Lucknow was synonymous
with former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. “The
sapling of development which

Atal Bihari Vajpayee had plant-
ed has grown into a huge tree.
The progressive thinking of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the guidance of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath &
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has further boosted this
growth,” she added.

Kharakwal said they have
been given the opportunity to
carry on with the develop-
ment of the city which would
be made one of the best cities
in the country.

Minister Finance Suresh
Khanna said that the mayor
and corporators had received a
huge public mandate. “No
mayor has won with a margin
of two lakh votes,” he said.

“This is a new team and the

Smart City work is already
going on. The results will be
visible soon but people want to
see Lucknow as a model city
with basic amenities and mod-
ern facilities,” he said.

“The prime minister has
created an atmosphere of clean-
liness and we should also pro-
mote cleanliness and make
available all the facilities to peo-
ple all the time because we will
be held accountable in the
2024 elections. Budget provi-
sions have also been made for
the same. Work should be car-
ried out for sewer lines, traffic
snarls, and removal of
encroachments to make
Lucknow a model city,” Khanna
said.

Deputy CM Brajesh Pathak
said it was because of former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh that the Shaheed
Path was constructed.

“There was a time when
construction of several fly-
overs could not be thought of
in Lucknow, but now there are
over a dozen flyovers under
construction here.

After taking the oath,
Kharakwal first planted
saplings of peepal, banyan,
neem, amla etc in Vrindavan
Sector 10 Park. The municipal
commissioner and corpora-
tors also planted saplings.

“It is now my responsibil-
ity and that of the newly-elect-
ed corporators and others to
preserve these plants to make
Lucknow greener, cleaner and
pollution-free,” she said.
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The latest treatment of
pilonidal sinus with the help

of laser is now available at the
Sanjay Gandhi Post-Graduate
Institute of Medical Sciences.

Laser pilonidal sinus surgery
is a minimally invasive proce-
dure that usually takes 30 to 45
minutes to complete, depending
upon patients’ age, other med-
ical conditions, and severity of
the case. A senior doctor said
pilonidal sinus is a small hole or
tunnel in the skin at the top of
the buttocks, where they divide
(the cleft).

“Pilonidal derives its name
from Latin. Pilus means hair and
nidus means nest. Pilonidal
sinus is a disease characterized
by a pus-discharging hole near
the anus. This is a very common
disease and is very hard to treat
and often recurs after treat-
ment. The oldest reference to
this disease is of the US soldiers
in the late 1800s who were
diagnosed with pilonidal disease
during the wars, and it was
referred to as ‘jeep disease’. This
disease is common in individu-
als with excess hair in the region

of buttock. It affects males more
than females. The incidence of
pilonidal disease is estimated to
be 26 per 100,000 people and
affects men 2.2 times more than
women,” he said. It is estimated
that pilonidal disease affects
approximately 70,000 people in
the United States annually.

“The cause of pilonidal
sinus is thought to be related to
trapped hair follicles. Patients
usually complain of a small
hole near the upper part of the
buttock which discharges fluid
or pus. It may also be associat-
ed with pain if there happens to
be fluid collection or infection.
Risk factors include male sex,
family history, being overweight
or obese, trauma or irritation,
sedentary occupation or lifestyle,
hirsute habitus, and poor
hygiene. This condition does not
resolve by itself but requires the
help of a plastic surgeon.
Treatment can be divided into
two broad categories; non-oper-
ative and operative. It can often
be a combination of both.
Pilonidal disease is largely con-
sidered a surgical disease, espe-
cially in acute instances with sec-
ondary infection and abscess,” he

elaborated. “After excision of the
sinus, the area is treated by a sin-
gle beam of CO2 laser which
helps in eliminating the entire
sinus tract using 1,470-nm beam
strength. The procedure is per-
formed under anaesthesia to
keep the patient comfortable. A
trained plastic surgeon having
the facility of CO2 laser along
with other professional staff is
required to perform this oper-
ation. The surgeon makes a
criss-cross incision on the sinus
area to remove the damaged tis-
sue completely. The surgeon
will then deliver the laser (8W
with) until the damaged tissue
is removed from the entire
length of the sinus tract,” he
explained.

The benefits of laser
pilonidal sinus surgery include
no pain, no cuts & stitches, no
bleeding, quick recovery, same
day discharge, no recurrence of
cysts and low chance of infec-
tion. “If the pilonidal sinus is not
treated in time, it can be uncom-
fortable and may affect daily
activities. Risks of delayed laser
pilonidal sinus surgery may
include an indolent and long-
lasting disease.
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Lucknow (PNS): Technical bids
for smart meters will be opened
on May 30, an official from
MVVNL said, adding the dates
had been extended earlier for
the bidding process.

He said it was the second
that that the tendering process
was done for the installation of
smart meters. “After the first
tenders, over three lakh smart
meters had been installed in all
parts of the city. A total of six
lakh smart meters have yet to be
installed, and the remaining
will be installed only after the
bidding process is completed.
We had extended the date for
bidding because we had only
one company bidding for the
work,” the official said.

He said the installation of
smart meters would help them
immensely. “There will be no
need for meter reading and col-
lection of money. Besides, there
will be armoured cables taking
power theft out of the equation.
In case of non-payment, smart
meters will automatically cut off
the power supply,” he added.

Lucknow (PNS): The first batch
of summer vacation hobby
camp concluded at Regional
Science City in Lucknow on
Friday. Around 70 students
from different schools partici-
pated in the camp and made
various models. The students
got enrolled in six disciplines —
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Afour-year-old girl was
killed in a freak mishap in

Daulat Kheda under
Mohanlalganj police station
on Friday. Four others who sus-
tained injuries and were admit-
ted to a community health
centre and a private nursing
home.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Riya Rawat (4), daugh-
ter of Rajaram Rawat. She suc-
cumbed to injuries at the CHC.
The injured included Rajaram
Rawat (32), his relative
Chandni (24), Vikas (29), and
Rajesh (26).

Rajesh was discharged
from the nursing home while
the condition of Chandni,
Rajaram  Rawat and Vikas was
stated to be out of danger.

Police said that the mini-
truck first knocked down
Rajaram’s motorcycle. The
impact was so powerful that
Chandni and Riya, who were
riding pillion, fell off and rolled
over the road up to about 50
yards. The mini-truck then
rammed into another bike,
leaving Vikas injured. As the
mini-truck hit another motor-
cycle, injuring Rajesh.

The police said a manhunt
had been launched for the
errant driver. A complaint in
this regard was lodged by
Rajesh at the Mohanlalganj
police station.

Meanwhile, a 20-year-old
girl, identified as Prabha died
under mysterious circum-
stances on Friday. She was the
daughter of Parameshwar, who
is a native of Chhattishgarh
staying with his family in a
rented portion of the house
owned by one Vijay in Chinhat. 

Sanjay, nephew of the land-
lord, rushed Prabha to
RMLIMS where she was pro-
nounced brought dead.

It was alleged that she

hanged herself. According to
Sanjay, he spotted the girl lying
unresponsive on the floor when
he was going to the terrace. 

With the help of neigh-
bours, he rushed the girl to the
hospital. However, no suicide
note was recovered from the
room. The body was sent for
autopsy.

In another case, a teenag-
er hanged himself to death. He
was identified as Gaurav, son of
Kailash Chandra, who is a res-
ident of Para. Kailash said he
went to Gaurav’s room to wake
him up at 6 am but found the
doors bolted from inside. He
later found his son hanging
from the ceiling. However, no
suicide note was found in the
room. The deceased was a stu-
dent of Class X.
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A 21-year-old man was

killed in the Kotwali police sta-
tion area in Bulandshahr on
Friday after being run over by
a train, police said. According
to police, Keshav (21), a resident
of Dastura village, was crossing
the railway track near Shani
temple with earphones on when
he was run over by a train. The
man’s body has been sent for
post-mortem examination,
police said.

Meanwhile, the body of a
newly married woman was
found hanging at her maternal
home in Gonda, police said on
Friday. The deceased was iden-
tified as Khushboo, 21, a resi-
dent of Kanjemau village,
Colonelganj Circle Officer
Navina Shukla said. No suicide
note has been found, police
said, adding that the body has
been sent for post mortem.

She had come to her mater-
nal house to attend a family
function, police said. Khushboo
had got married to Shivam
Singh, a resident of Chikhadi in
Sitapur, in March, they said.
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SBI Ladies Club, Lucknow
Circle, president Anju Chandak
donated household items to
temporary employees working in
bank’s colonies and guest hous-
es as part of the ‘Daan Utsav’ on
Thursday (May 25). In her
address, Chandak said that SBI
Ladies Club is committed to
helping the needy people of the
society belonging to any section.
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All the employees thanked
SBI Ladies Club for the sup-
port and appreciated other
charity works.
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Ahead of the Menstrual

Hygiene Day (May 28),
Lucknow Metro, in association
with Desai Foundation Trust,
celebrated the closing ceremo-
ny of the 5-day menstrual
hygiene awareness campaign at
the Hazratganj metro station.
As many as 1,500 sanitary
napkins were handed over to
Robinhood Army by Lucknow
Metro and Desai Foundation
for distribution among under-
privileged girls. The 5-day
camp, which began on May 22,
had a successful run at
Hazratganj, Bhootnath,
Charbagh, Vishwavidyalaya
and Alambagh stations.
Awareness sessions were
organised and the attendees
received complimentary sani-
tary napkins. The sessions
focused on the importance of
using sanitary napkins, mis-
conceptions related to men-
struation and various support
tools related to menstruation.
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The department of plastic

and craniofacial surgery,
Vivekananda Polyclinic and
Institute of Medical Sciences,
has been conducting free surg-
eries on children with cleft lip
and cleft palate in collabora-

tion with Smile Train, USA, for
the last two decades. In a
recent drive of Smile Train pro-
gramme to improve the speech
ability of congenitally chal-
lenged cleft palate children, a
national workshop was organ-
ised for training of the speech
therapists of the different Smile
Train units all  over the coun-
try. More than 40 speech ther-
apists  joined the programme
which started on May 23 and
concluded on Friday. It was
organised under the guidance
of head of the department of
plastic and craniofacial surgery
Dr Amit Agarwal in conjunc-
tion with speech therapist
Payal Mukhi Ahuja. 
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Actors Nawazuddin
Siddiqui and Nikki Tamboli
were in Lucknow on Friday for
the promotion of their upcom-
ing film ‘Jogira Sara Ra Ra’.
Talking to mediapersons,

Siddiqui said: “This is really a
very different film for me.
The character’s name in the
film is Jogi Pratap. It is a light-
hearted film and entertaining
enough to be watched by the
whole family.” “The process of
shooting for the film has been
an enjoyable journey for me. I
am happy to be a part of this
film,” Tamboli said. Releasing
on Friday (May 26), the film
revolves around a couple deter-
mined not to tie the knot
despite pressure from their
respective families.
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The department of chem-

istry, University of Lucknow,
organised an orientation ses-
sion with the newly-admitted
PhD students of session 2022-
23. Head of the department
Prof Anil Mishra interacted
with the students and spoke on
the specialities of the depart-
ment. He told them about the
recent advances in the field of
chemical sciences. He said
that discipline, regularity,
ethics, and smart as well hard
work play a pivotal role in the
growth of a PhD student.
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Actor Rahul Bose, who is

also the president of Indian
Rugby Association and a rugby
player himself, inaugurated
Lucknow Rugby Cup at
Lucknow University. Also pre-
sent was LU Vice-Chancellor

Prof AK Rai. Bose has repre-
sented India in 15 national and
five international rugby tourna-
ments. Lucknow University
Athletic Association president
Prof Rupesh Kumar welcomed
all the members of the Rugby
Association. Bose talked about
promoting rugby and associat-
ed games at the national level.
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creative kids art, scientific toy-

making, robotics, fun with elec-
tronics, and astro-lab — in the
vacation camp. The participat-
ing students fabricated interest-
ing science projects with full
zeal. Some of the interesting
projects included traffic light,
magnetic swing, pop-up rabbit,
balloon car, image multiplier,
magnetic levitation, model of
sun-moon-earth, angle-dangle
meter, automatic/safety car,
magic light house, etc.

The students as well as
their parents found it a useful
and exciting experience. The
students said that the camp was
different from other vacation
camps as so much information
was provided to them in a play-
ful way in a short duration. 

They said it was a good
opportunity provided by the
Regional Science City where
they enhanced their creativity
instead of watching TV or using
smart phones during the sum-
mer vacations. Some of the
parents said that such activities
are very helpful in promoting
the understanding of science,
and such programmes can go a
long way in building scientific
temper among budding 
scientists.
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Balrampur (PTI): BJP MP and
Wrestling Federation of India
chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh,
accused of sexual harassment by
seven women wrestlers, Friday
said slogans against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath are being raised
in the protest against him.

“This movement is moving
from Delhi towards Punjab and
Khalistan,” he claimed, without
elaborating further. Singh was
referring to the sit-in underway
at Delhi’s Jantar Mantar by top
wrestlers of the country, includ-
ing Vinesh Phogat and Olympic
medallists Bajrang Punia and
Sakshi Malik, to demand his
arrest.

“In this movement, slogans
are being raised against Prime
Minister Modi and Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Adityanath,” he said here.

“Bajrang Punia is speaking
for someone else,” the BJP MP,
who arrived in Balrampur on
Friday, added.

Singh is in Balrampur to
prepare for a rally of seers to be
held in Ayodhya on June 5. He
has claimed 11 lakh seers will
take part in the rally.

On Thursday, he alleged
that the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act was
being “misused” on a large scale
and under the leadership of
seers, “we will force the govern-
ment to change” it.
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Amidst scorching heat along
with frequent scattered

rainfall, the peak demand for
power has gone beyond 26,000
megawatt this week.

With the increase in
demand, as Uttar Pradesh reels
under power cuts, the state gov-
ernment on Friday asked the
UP Power Corporation
Limited, divisional commis-
sioners and district magistrates
to ensure power supply to all
categories of consumers as per
the power supply schedule.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Energy) Mahesh Kumar

Gupta said here on Friday that
on May 23, the peak demand
for power was 26,166 MW
and the UPPCL had ensured
supply to domestic, commer-
cial and industrial category of
consumers.  However, with
the state reeling under fre-
quent power cuts amid the
intense heat wave, the state gov-
ernment has assured uninter-
rupted power supply.

The opposition Samajwadi
Party has targeted the Yogi
Adityanath government over
the crisis. Though there was a
significant drop in mercury on
Friday across the state after
scattered rainfall, there was no

let-up in demand for power.
The crisis is more acute in vil-
lages and small towns that
often face emergency load
shedding for one to two hours
every day, in addition to the
frequent power disruptions
caused by local faults.

The Uttar Pradesh Power
Corporation Ltd, crippled with
maintenance and staff shortage
issues, is now gearing up to
meet the demand of the cus-
tomers after peak power
demand crossed 26,000 MW
on May 23. On May 1, the peak
demand of electricity in the
state was 14,675 MW which
increased to 19,680 MW by

May 6. As per the estimates of
the UPPCL, the demand is like-
ly to exceed 27,000 MW by the
end of May.

Districts such as Kannauj,
Banda, Chandauli, Deoria,
Kaushambi, Ambedkar Nagar
and Bareilly are experiencing
frequent power cuts. Instances
of frequent tripping of distrib-
ution lines have been reported
almost from all cities, includ-
ing Lucknow, where the
instances of fire in transform-
ers were also reported due to
load increase.

According to Jitendra
Singh, general secretary of
Uttar Pradesh State Power

Corporation Engineers' Union,
every year, along with the
increase in consumption, there
is also an increase in the
approved load. However, this
time, due to negligence by the
UPPCL management, the busi-
ness plan for December 2022
was approved late, resulting in
a delay of three to four months.

Avadhesh Verma, chair-
man of the Uttar Pradesh State
Electricity Consumers Council,
said, “The availability of elec-
tricity is not a major problem,
but the existing power distrib-
ution infrastructure in the state
is unable to cope with the
increase in demand.” 
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The Uttar Pradesh Police claimed to have arrested jailed gang-
ster Abu Salem’s nephew, Arif, from outside a hotel on Hill

Road in Bandra, Mumbai.
Arif was on the absconders’ list of the police and a hunt was

on to apprehend him. Acting on a tip-off, a team of the UP Police
rushed to Mumbai and started looking for Arif, Special Director
General Prashant Kumar said here on Friday.

He said the team members, with the help of the local police
in Mumbai, got success when they nabbed the nephew of the don.
Arif is being brought to UP for further legal proceedings.

Kumar said that Arif was arrested in connection with a case
lodged against him at Kotwali Azamgarh on May 25 by one
Shabana Parveen.

Parveen has alleged in the FIR that one Hena, her husband
Salam and Mohammed Arif forcefully grabbed her ancestral land.

The police had registered the FIR against the three accused
under the charges of Indian Penal Code sections 386 (extortion),
420 (dishonesty), 467 (forgery).

Kumar said that the Special Operations Group of Azamgarh
police got information that Arif was hiding in Mumbai and a
team immediately dashed off there and nabbed him.

Arif is the son of Abdul Hakim who is the real elder broth-
er of Abu Salem.
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Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati, on Friday, held

a review of the party’s
Uttarakhand unit and asked
senior leaders to work on
removing shortcomings and
broadening the mass base.

She said the attitude of the
current Bharatiya Janata Party
government in Uttarakhand
was against the welfare of the
people. The BSP is conducting
a series of state-wise organisa-
tional review meetings ahead
of next year’s Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

According to a statement
issued by the party here on
Friday, Mayawati emphasised
on removing the shortcomings
in the Uttarakhand unit and
working to strengthen the
party organisation in the hill
state. 

She instructed the party
cadre to go ahead and make
changes that were required.

The BSP chief said there
was a lot of scope for the party
to move forward in
Uttarakhand. She said that
other parties were mostly
engaged in election allure-
ment, jumlebaazi and vadakhi-
lafi which were affecting the
interest and welfare of the
general public.

She said even after so
many days of separation,
Uttarakhand was fighting with
inflation, poverty and unem-
ployment and yearning for
proper public interest, public
welfare and expected develop-
ment.

Mayawati also referred to
the work done by her party in
the erstwhile undivided Uttar
Pradesh, saying it was the
BSP government that demar-
cated Udham Singh Nagar,
Bageshwar, Champawat and
Rudraprayag as new districts.

Uttarakhand was formed
on November 9, 2000 as the
27th state of India when it was
carved out of northern Uttar
Pradesh.

Meanwhile, Mayawati also

held a meeting of the office-
bearers of Maharashtra unit on
Thursday and stressed on
increasing the party’s mass
base.

The BSP president exhort-
ed party workers in
Maharashtra to begin prepara-
tions for the coming Lok
Sabha elections, saying the
party should have become a
power to reckon with in the
state by now.

The Dalit politician regret-
ted that her party had so far
been failing to become a big
force in the state which was the
‘karmabhoomi’ of Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar and
Manyavar Kanshi Ram.

The BSP chief also said
because of the raging power
tussle in Maharashtra, there
was a possibility that the state
may go for early polls.

“There is an atmosphere of
political instability in
Maharashtra due to the con-
tinuous struggle for power,
selfishness and mutual ani-
mosity and this was affecting
welfare and development
of the common people,” she
said.

The BSP chief asked party
workers to work with full
force across 48 Lok Sabha and
288 assembly constituencies in
Maharashtra.
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In a major setback to
Samajwadi Party, its newly-

elected chairperson of Maniyar
nagar panchayat in Ballia was
booked for allegedly fabricating
her date of birth while filing her
nomination papers for the civic
body polls, police said on
Friday.

According to a complaint
filed by Basic Shiksha Adhikari
(BSA) of Ballia, Maniram
Singh, SP leader Ritu Devi
produced her class 8 mark
sheet of Naveen Balika Junior
High School in Sripur as her
age proof, which suggested her
current age as 32 years.
However, records showed that
no examinee with her name
took an exam at the said school
that year, the complainant
added.

Following allegations
against Devi of forging her date
of birth, Ballia District
Magistrate Ravindra Kumar
ordered the BSA to conduct an
investigation, the police said.

Ballia City Kotwali Station
House Officer Rajeev Singh
said that based on Singh’s com-
plaint, an FIR was registered on
Thursday night against Devi
under sections 419 (cheating by
impersonation), 420 (cheat-
ing), 467 and 468 (falsification
of documents) and 471 (dis-
honest use of fake certificate)
of the Indian Penal Code.

The matter is being probed
and appropriate action would
be taken, the SHO said.

The SP candidate had
defeated Bharatiya Janata
Party’s Buchiya by a margin of
1,609 votes in the Maniyar
nagar panchayat seat reserved
for Scheduled Tribe women.
Devi secured 4,919 votes, while
Buchiya got 3,310 votes. A
total of seven candidates con-
tested this seat.

Meanwhile, in a killing
over an election related dispute,
a gram pradhan (village head)
was shot dead in broad daylight
in Gonda, police said on Friday.

The sensational killing
took place on Thursday. Police
personnel from nearby police
stations have been deployed in
the area to maintain peace.

According to Additional
Superintendent of Police
Shivraj, Bhupmani Shukla (40),
the head of Pariyava village
within Tarabganj police station
limits, was shot at by an
unidentified assailant in the
afternoon. Shukla was rushed
to the district hospital where
the doctors pronounced him
dead.

After Shukla was shot at
Bhanpur intersection under
Tarabganj police station, the
angry relatives created a ruckus
at the district hospital and
insisted on taking the body
home without a post-mortem.
After much persuasion by the
police, the relatives gave con-
sent for autopsy.

A case has been registered
by the police and efforts are on
to trace out the killers who are
absconding from the village.
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Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh Yadav on
Friday hit out at the ruling Bharatiya Janata

Party over plans to install ‘Sengol’ scepter –a his-
toric Tamil artifact signifying transfer of power
between kings or rulers –in the new Parliament
building to be inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday.

The former chief minister of Uttar Pradesh
said the use of ‘Sengol’ indicated that the party
had “accepted” defeat and planned to hand over
power  –a reference to next year’s general elec-
tion, when the BJP will bid for an unprecedent-
ed third successive term.

Akhilesh Yadav endorsed the Congress
stand on this issue and questioned the BJP’s
claims about the ‘Sengol’ and criticised it for
“consecrating the new Parliament and attempt-
ing to perpetuate false narratives”.

“The ‘Sengol’ is a symbol of transfer of power
(from one hand to another)… The BJP seems
to have accepted that the time has come to hand
over power,” Yadav tweeted amid a row over the
scepter and the decision to have Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurate the building instead
of President Droupadi Murmu.

“There is no documented evidence whatso-
ever of Mountbatten, Rajaji and Nehru describ-
ing this scepter as a symbol of transfer of British
power to India. All claims to this effect are sim-
ply bogus. Wholly and completely manufactured
in the minds of a few and dispersed into
WhatsApp,” Akhilesh Yadav said.

The BJP hit back through Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and party boss JP Nadda.
Shah accused the Congress of hating Indian civil-
isation and its ancient traditions. “Why does the

Congress party hate Indian traditions and cul-
ture so much?” he said.

“A sacred Sengol was given to Pandit Nehru
by a holy Saivite Mutt from Tamil Nadu to sym-
bolise India’s freedom but it was banished to a
museum as a ‘walking stick’,” the home minis-
ter tweeted.

“Now, Congress has heaped another shame-
ful insult. The Thiruvaduthurai Adheenam, a
holy Saivite Mutt, itself spoke about the impor-
tance of the ‘Sengol’ at the time of India’s free-
dom. Congress is calling the Adheenam’s histo-
ry as bogus! Congress needs to reflect on their
behavior,” Shah said.

Apart from the ‘Sengol’ row, the decision to
have Modi inaugurate the new Parliament
building has also prompted a furious pushback
from the opposition and nearly two dozen,
including the SP and the Congress. The SP was
one of 19 opposition outfits that issued a state-
ment this week confirming they will all stay away
from the inauguration.

Meerut (PTI): A clash erupted between
AIMIM and BJP councillors of the
Meerut Municipal Corporation at an
oath-taking ceremony organised for
them here on Friday. The scuffle began
following a disagreement over the
singing of ‘Vande Mataram’ to com-
mence the event.

Trouble began during the ceremo-
ny at the Chaudhary Charan Singh
University auditorium when councillors
of the Hyderabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisi-led All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) refused to sing
the national song.

Police personnel deployed at the
venue intervened in the clash, separat-
ed the members of the two parties, and
brought the situation under control. A

case was later registered against sever-
al BJP members at the local Medical
College police station. At the ceremo-
ny, Harikant Ahluwalia was sworn in as
mayor by the commissioner amid the
noisy scenes and shouts of ‘Vande
Mataram’ and ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’.
Ahluwalia then administered the oath
to the newly elected councillors in
batches of 15. Speaking to news persons
later, the AIMIM councilors accused the
BJP of assaulting them. Ward 71 coun-
cilor Fazal Karim alleged that ward 75
corporator Reshma’s husband Dilshad
Saifi and ward 79 corporator Asif sus-
tained injuries.

AIMIM metropolitan president
Imran Ansari said all 11 corporators of
the party would go to the local police

station to get an FIR registered against
the BJP workers.

Responding to queries about the
incident, the BJP’s former state unit
president and Rajya Sabha MP
Laxmikant Bajpai said, “Why this
objection to singing ‘Vande Mataram’
mentioned in the Constitution of India
when they take oath on the
Constitution? There is no compulsion
on singing it but at least stand up and
be quiet when it is being sung.”

Bajpai also criticised the district
administration, alleging that an employ-
ee who did not know the national song
properly was selected to sing it. The BJP
leader claimed this forced him to go and
sing ‘Vande Mataram’ himself.

Meanwhile, the police case regis-

tered against the BJP leaders was based
on a complaint lodged by Dilshad
Saifi. SHO Yogendra Singh said BJP cor-
porator Uttam Saini, and party leaders
Rajiv Gupta, alias Kale, and Kavita Rahi
were among nearly 15 people were men-
tioned in the FIR. The case was regis-
tered under IPC sections 147 (punish-
ment for rioting), 323 (punishment for
voluntarily causing hurt), 352 (punish-
ment for assault or criminal force oth-
erwise than on grave provocation) and
506 (punishment for criminal intimida-
tion), action will be taken after an inves-
tigation, the SHO said.

Earlier in the day, three of the 11
corporators of the AIMIM took the oath
at the ceremony and the rest are expect-
ed to do so on Saturday, Ansari said.
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In his first visit to Mainpuri
after urban civic polls, Uttar

Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath inaugurated as well
as laid foundations of projects
worth Rs 412 crore in the dis-
trict.

While inaugurating 23
industrial projects worth Rs
238.30 crore and laying the
foundation stones of 40 devel-
opment projects worth Rs
173.19 crore, the chief minis-
ter said that the government
was working hard to make
Mainpuri one of the most
developed districts of the state.

“The government is work-
ing toward a zero-tolerance
policy to get rid of corruption
and corrupt people. Our goal is
to establish India as the world's
largest economy by associating
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's resolutions,” he said.

The chief minister also
unveiled the statue of
Madhavrao Scindia in the pres-
ence of Union Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia and senior
ministers from his cabinet.

While unveiling the statue
at the ScindiaTiraha, the chief
minister said everyone was
shocked by his untimely death
in 2001 because he was a rising
star in the nation's politics.

“Madhavrao Scindia was
Member of Parliament for nine
times and was even appointed
as Union minister. As railway
minister he made revolutionary
changes including launching of
Swarn Shatabdi train,” he said.

Yogi said that Madhavrao

Scindia always did positive
politics. "A tragic incident took
him away from us. Today is an
emotional moment for all of us.
We were paying tribute to a son
of India.," he said.

“The intersection in
Mainpuri is named after
Madhavrao Scindia and today
we installed his statue. The
memorial built for Madhavrao
Scindia is small. Work will be
done to make it grand and
beautiful,” he said.

Expressing his gratitude,
the chief minister said that he
was grateful to the people of
Mainpuri for their support in
the civic elections.

Stating that Uttar Pradesh
had progressed under the guid-
ance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the chief min-
ister said that in the last six
years the network of high-
ways, expressways, and roads
was being laid at the same
speed with which air connec-
tivity had progressed in the
state.

“Earlier, benefits were only
provided to a select group of
people, but now all poor peo-
ple are receiving benefits from
government schemes without
any discrimination”, he added.

The chief minister
informed that in six years, free
houses have been given to 54
lakh poor people, and 1,21,000
‘majras’ have been electrified in
the state. "In every district of
the state, new opportunities for
skill development and employ-
ment are being provided by
linking the institutions with the
industry," Yogi said.
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Union Civil  Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia said that the

Scindia family’s relationship with
Mainpuri was 250 years old and his fam-
ily had nurtured this relationship for the
last many centuries.

“When foreign forces were invading
India and the Rohilla Afghans launched
a campaign to oppress this area, my fore-
father Dattaji Maharaj Scindia and after
him, Maharishi Maharaj worked to pre-
serve the unity and integrity of ‘Mother
India’ in this entire region,” he said in a
function where the statue of Madhavrao
Scindia was unveiled in Mainpuri on

Friday.
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath was

also present on this occasion.
Scindia said that it was 1770, and the

Rohilla Afghans terrorised not only
Mainpuri but also Etawah, Meerut,
Budaun and Nazirabad. 

He said the task of uprooting them
was carried out by the Scindia family’s
ancestors.

“A strong bond exists between this
land and the Scindia family. While the
Scindia family liberated this area, my
father breathed his last on this soil,” he
said.

Madhavrao Scindia’s helicopter
crashed on September 30, 2001 at 1 pm

in Bhainsroli in Bhogaon police station
area when he was going from Delhi to
Kanpur. In that crash eight people,
including Madhavrao Scindia, died.

Scindia said that under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, Uttar
Pradesh was quickly advancing toward
development and progress.

“Today, Uttar Pradesh is the shining
star of India and has firmly established
its presence on the international
stage. The goonda raj and mafia raj,
which existed in the state prior to 2017,
have been completely eradicated under
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,” he
said.
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Chancellor of Chandra
Shekhar Azad  University

of Agriculture and Technology
(CSAUA&T) has appointed
Dr Anand Kumar Singh as the
new Vice-Chancellor (V-C) of
the varsity. He was earlier the
Deputy Director General of
Indian Council of Agriculture
Research. He replaces the act-
ing V-C, Dr Bijendra Singh
who had been given the addi-
tional charge of CSA in addi-
tion to Acharya Narendra Dev
Agriculture and Technology
University. He has been
appointed to the prestigious
post for a three year term.

Giving information about
the appointment, media
incharge and soil scientist, Dr
Khalil Khan said that  he has
been the head of the Division,
ICAR, Principal  Scientist,
ICAR, Senior Scientist,
ICAR,Senior  Scientist
(Fellow),  TATA Energy
Research Institute,  Research
Scientist, TATA Energy
Research Institute, Secretary,
The Horticultural Society of
India 2008-2012. He also holds
PhD, Saga University, Japan,
Post- Doc. University of
California,  USA. He added
that his research had been cen-
tred on horticulture- genetic
improvement of fruit crops,
plant tissue culture and tran-
scriptome analysis of mango
and happens to be one of the
most honoured scientists. His
contribution has been
immense.

ONLINE COURSES: The
Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj
University, Kanpur will start

Cyber Security online courses
simultaneously in seven dis-
trict. The courses will be run
under the expert guidance of
the faculty of IIT-Kanpur. Once
the course was complete the
IIT-K will provide a certificate
issued by the C3ihub. The
course will be for eight weeks
duration and will comprise
lectures and practical guid-
ance for one hour each day. The
courses will be run both in
English and Hindi and it will be
free for SC students while for
girls it will be for �1,000 and for
boys it would be for �2,000. He
said there was an acute trained
staff shortage along with short-
age of skills and knowledge and
IIT-K has taken up the cudgels
to tackle the current problem.

Chief Proctor of the
University, Dr Pravin Katiyar,
informing about the course
said special sessions will be
conducted on network securi-
ty, current trend of cyber
threats, cryptography, appli-
cation security and OS securi-
ty. He said  majority of the col-
lege students who were in the
habit of networking were
unaware of security and the
various threats which loomed
large on those who were work-
ing online. He said  in the cur-
rent times application securi-
ty was highly essential and
thus there was an imperative
need to ensure that the stu-
dents were apprised about the
various threats and risks. He
said application security leads
to preventing data or code
within the app from being
hijacked and encompasses the
security considerations that
happened during application

development and design, but
it also involved systems and
approaches to protect apps
after they got deployed.  He
said it included hardware,
software, and procedures that
identified or minimised secu-
rity vulnerabilities.  He said a
router that prevented anyone
from viewing a computer’s IP
address from the Internet was
a form of hardware application
security but security measures
at the application level were
also typically built into the
software, such as an applica-
tion firewall that strictly
defined what activities were
allowed and prohibited. 

Dr Katiyar informed that
another area to be taken up
strongly was  cryptography
which was a term used in data
communication that referred
to protecting the private infor-
mation shared between two
parties. He said OS security in
fact referred to the processes
or measures taken to protect
the operating system from
various dangers,including
viruses, worms, malware, and
remote hacker intrusions. He
said the students who pursue
the diploma course will be pre-
pared to take up networking
challenges in the current
times. He said system threats
referred to misuse of system
services and network connec-
tions which put user into trou-
ble.  He said system threats can
be used to launch programme
threats on a complete network
called as programme attack.
He said system threats created
such an environment that oper-
ating system user files were
misused.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath while inaugu-

rating the Kanpur new airport
terminal along with Union
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on Friday
said the vision which had been
seen by the people of Kanpur
in the year 1980 has been
made a reality today and the
credit for it went to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. He
said air transport helped gen-
erate economic growth  and
unlocked country’s economic
growth potential as it attracted
business investments and
human capital. He said Kanpur
is one of the most important
industrial hub of Uttar Pradesh
and this new airport terminal
will augment economic growth
in the form of trade and com-
merce and place Kanpur on par
with the developed cities of the
country. He said this will
encourage foreign buyers
directly to visit Kanpur. He said
earlier the passengers had to
either stop at Mumbai or Delhi
before they could reach Kanpur
and this was in fact cumber-
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Ashok Tiwari of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), the

newly elected mayor of the
Varanasi Nagar Nigam, took
oath of his office which was
administered by Divisional
commissioner (DC) Kaushal
Raj Sharma at Rudraksh
Convention Centre here on
Friday evening. In the swear-
ing-in ceremony Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya and other ministers
were present. Apart from the
mayor, majority of corporators
elected from 100 wards also
took oath. Mayor Ashok Tiwari
and two corporators took oath
in Sanskrit while four Muslim
women in Urdu. 

However, a lot of misman-
agement was seen at the venue
due to heavy rush of support-
ers of newly-elected corpora-
tors. Though the space in this
hall was limited, it was a hard
time for the police personnel to
control the mobs of supporters
trying to enter the hall. Due to
commotion several invited dig-
nitaries and elected corporators
found it tough to enter there.
Commissioner of Police (CP)
Mutha Ashok Jain and other
senior administrative and
police officers were present
there to keep watch on the sit-
uation. DyCM KP Maurya
congratulated Ashok Tiwari
and wished for the new respon-
sibility. Addressing the gather-
ing, he said that Varanasi,
which is the parliamentary
constituency of the Prime

Minister, is also the oldest and
cultural capital of the world. He
recalled that in 2014 when
Narendra Modi had come to
contest from this parliamentary
seat saying that he (Modi) was
called by Maa Ganga. “There
was a time when America was
not giving a visa to our popu-
lar leader Modi but today the
US President himself welcomed
him,” he said, adding that the
PM had given the message of
cleanliness to the whole coun-
try by using a shovel at Assi
Ghat in Varanasi. Mayor Ashok
Tiwari, in his address, said
that as per the intention of the
PM and CM, the city's cleanli-
ness, traffic, street lighting system
etc will be further strengthened.
The function was also attended by
UP Ministers Ravindra Jaiswal

and Dayashankar Mishra ‘Dayalu’,
Zila Panchayat Chairperson
Poonam Maurya, MLAs
Neelkanth Tiwari, Saurabh
Srivastava , Dr Awadhesh Singh,
Sunil Patel, regional BJP president
Dilip Singh Patel, state co-
incharge (Bihar) Sunil Ojha,
city chief Vidhasagar Rai and
many others.

C E L E B R AT E D : T h e
activists of Namami Gange
celebrated the completion of
nine years of Modi government
by performing Ganga-Aarti at
Dashashwamedh ghat here on
Friday. They also hailed the
government for launching nine
major schemes playing a big
contribution in India's develop-
ment journey and making the
country prosperous.
After performing Ganga aarti,

they sought the blessings of
Baba Vishwanath (Lord Shiva)
and Bhagwan Bhaskar (Lord
Sun) for the continuation of
public welfare schemes by the
government. They offered bhog
with fruits and sweets for mak-
ing the nation self-reliant and
healthy. Regional convenor
(Kashi) Rajesh Shukla praised
the government’s commitment
to good governance and poor
welfare. Prayers were offered
for the strength of the work
being done by the Modi gov-
ernment in the difficult cir-
cumstances.  On the occasion,
they also offered shramdaan to
make the ghats of river Ganga
clean. Shukla said that the
visionary leadership of Modi
initiated several economic and
social schemes with emphasis
on economic development,
social welfare and technologi-
cal progress. Shukla said that
the Modi government gave
momentum to development
work and helped the nation
move towards prosperity. He
also said that the nine major
schemes under the leadership
of Modi including Make in
India, Startup India, Digital
India, Smart City Mission,
Vande Bharat Express, Pradhan
Mantri Mudra Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, Skill
India, Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana which has changed the
face of the country. City co-con-
venor Bina Gupta, Vijeta
Sachdeva, Sameer Jaiswal,
Santosh Pandey, Raghuveer
Singh, Sumitra Gupta, Sulochana
Yadav and others were present, 
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some and tedious. He said
there was certainly not an inch
of doubt that this terminal
will he highly  beneficial for
both Kanpur and Uttar
Pradesh. The two VVIPs
arrived around two hours
behind schedule and a huge
crowd had assembled at the ter-
minal for the inaugural cere-
mony.  In his brief address
Scindia said this new terminal
had opened the doors of devel-
opment and progress for

Kanpur and this will also her-
ald a new era of travel and con-
venience. Speaker Satish
Mahana while expressing
thanks to Modi and Yogi said
the endless wait for progress
finally came to an end and now
there will be rapid growth and
development of this industrial
city. BJP MP Devendra Singh
Bhole and many more BJP dig-
nitaries were present on the
occasion. The top officials of the
district administration were

also present at the terminal to
welcome the CM.  Divisional
commissioner informed that at
a time three aircraft can be
accommodated and keeping in
view the future needs it can also
accommodate six aircraft as
well and for this special provi-
sions had already been made.
He said departure side of the air-
port building can handle 300
passengers and arrival side 150.
He said this terminal building
had four conveyor belts.  
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DM Divya Mittal inspected
the Ganga ghats of the city,

including Vidhyachal, on
Thursday. During the inspec-
tion by motor boat she interact-
ed with people to become
aware of the ground realities of
the ghats. She assured the peo-
ple that under beautification of
ghats they will be illuminated
with high mast lights, changing
rooms for women will be made
available and daily cleaning of
ghats will be ensured. She said
arrangements for music and
sound systems were under the
plan to make the Ganga Aarti
more attractive. Regarding ero-
sion on the banks the DM said
the proposal to stop it is in the
pipeline. During the inspection
of ghats she was accompanied
by ADM Shiv Pratap Shukla,

Joint Magistrate Alok Kumar,
EO Angad Gupta and others.

HEALTH CHECK-UP:
On the occasion of weekly
parade at Police Lines the
health check-up of cops was
conducted on Friday.  SP
Santosh Kumar Mishra in his
address said fitness of cops is a
must for performing the duty
properly. The doctors con-
ducted the check-up of more
than 50 cops in the camp.

MEETING: Divisional
Commissioner Dr
Muthukumarasamy B while pre-
siding over the meeting of divi-
sional Udyog Bandhu on
Thursday warned the officials to
dispose of matters of entrepre-
neurs on priority otherwise
remain prepared to face the
music. About the over bridge at
Gazia he was apprised that it had
already been completed.
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The Indian Institute of
Information Technology

(IIIT), Allahabad is all set to
restart its highly acclaimed
MTech Biomedical
Engineering programme from
this year. The Department of
Applied Sciences of the
esteemed IIIT-A, has recently
announced the commence-
ment of admissions for its
MTech Biomedical
Engineering programme for
the session (July-December
2023). This cutting-edge course
aims to equip students with
necessary skills and knowl-
edge to excel in the dynamic
field of biomedical engineering.
In the year 2012 this course was
initially introduced as the five-
year Integrated MTech in
Biomedical Engineering. The
graduates having interdiscipli-
nary background from those
earlier batches have found suc-
cess in various sectors, includ-
ing healthcare, IT, electronics
and instrumentation and med-
icine. Many students have pursued
careers as scientific researchers in
esteemed institutions in India and
abroad, such as IITs, NITs, IISc
Bangalore, John Hopkins Institute,
NTU Singapore and more. Most
of the Institute’s filed patents in
recent years came from the field
of Biomedical Engineering. This
programme has now been reju-
venated as the MTech Biomedical
Engineering programme at IIIT-
A is designed to provide students
with a strong comprehensive
understanding of the interdis-
ciplinary field that combines
principles of engineering, med-
icine, and biology.
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Agroup of American students
along with their teachers were in

Sunbeam School (Lahartara branch)
to learn Hindi language and Indian
culture under the intercultural pro-
grammes of AFS Institute of the US.
The school known for its quality
education and modern activities
has been hosting such visits of for-
eign students for the past several
years and since 2016, the groups of
students from AFS Institute came
continuously to Sunbeam School
Lahartara for their education. 

This year also a group of 12 stu-
dents and two teachers stayed at the
school on their week-long educa-
tional tour that ended on Friday.
These children started their spiri-

tual and educational journey in
Kashi by offering prayers at Kashi
Vishwanath temple. They started
getting mixed with the beauty of the
panoramic ghats of the city in the
morning. 

The lifestyle of the people and
beauty of the Ganga ghats helped
them a lot to understand the Indian
culture and life of Banaras apart
from spirituality of this ancient
city. 

After reaching Sarnath, the
place of Buddha, they experienced
the deep wisdom of humanity and
the middle path. They also visited
leading export company Banaras
Beads Limited, Stuti Weaves
Handloom Colony to observe
Indian craftsmanship, a ‘gaushala’
(dairy farm), Panini Kanya

Mahavidyalaya where the girls
obtain Vedic knowledge, Kashi
Labh Mukti Bhavan, a place for old
aged persons to stay in their bid to
get salvation and Banaras Hindu
University (BHU). The American
group comprised students including
Raj Pandya from Illinois, Sahil,
Siddharth Giridharan (both from
North Carolina),  Brooklyn
(California), Brian (Florida), Angela
(New York), Sricharita (Virginia),
Liam (Texas), Kayla (Washington
DC), Gage (Corea),  Lydia
(Arkansas) and Swara (New Jersey)
and they were led by Ted Johnson,
a teacher living in Chicago.
Chairman of Sunbeam Education
Group Dr Deepak Madhok said this
is the medium which truly estab-
lishes the roots of international edu-
cation in a school and also paves the
way for our children to go abroad
and get acquainted with the mod-
ern method. “Sunbeam Lahartara is
truly an educational laboratory
where every day new experiments
are done for the bright future of the
students here,” he added. 

Director of the group Bharti
Madhok, while expressing happi-
ness, said it is really a matter of pride
that for the last seven years, only
Sunbeam Lahartara is being selected
in the whole of India for the project
and this is proof that Sunbeam
Lahartara preserves the tradition and
culture of Kashi along with modern
education. 

Amrita Barman, deputy director
of the group, said that many virtuous
people have been getting prosperous
from the soil of Kashi for centuries,
and it is a pleasure to see these chil-
dren here in this episode, may this
journey continue like this.
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An eye check-up camp with Mobile
Medical Unit (MMU) was organ-

ised in Balua gram panchayat of
Badagaon block under the auspices of
the Hans Foundation here on Thursday
in which around 100 people were exam-
ined and tested by a team of skilled eye
doctors. Counselling on eye care and
medicines were also provided to the
people during the test. The MMU team
also conducted other health check-ups
of all the people present on the spot and
distributed necessary medicines. The
doctors made the community aware,
appealing to people to wash their eyes
with clean water daily and get the eyes
checked every six months. “It is neces-
sary to have sufficient light while study-
ing. Otherwise, the eyesight will become
weak. There should be proper cleanli-
ness in surrounding areas because in
unhygienic conditions, insects are born
which can harm the eyes. Do not use old

medicine even in case of emergency,” the
team members appealed to the people.
They also said that as after 50 years of
age eye related diseases start increasing
so in any case of problem, the patient
should contact the eye doctor. Apart
from this, the team members also gave
detailed information about symptoms,
prevention and treatment of cataract and
glaucoma. Pratyaksha Pandey, the pro-
ject manager of the organisation, said in
collaboration with the Health depart-
ment, primary health services are being
provided daily through MMU in four
blocks of the district (Badagaon,
Arajiline, Kashi Vidyapeeth and
Chiraigaon). An eye test camp will be
conducted in these blocks for the next
10 days. After the tests, a target has been
set by the organisation to distribute
spectacles to 800 patients. The MMU is
providing services of 14 types of pathol-
ogy tests including blood test, blood
pressure and diabetes to the communi-
ty by going village to village.
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The newly-elected mayor Ganesh
Kesarwani and 100 corporators

were administered the oath of office
in a grand swearing in ceremony, at
KP College ground on Friday. 

Owing to heavy rains in the
morning and rough weather condi-
tions, the programme could not start
on its scheduled time. Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya was
the chief guest on the occasion, while
the out going mayor Abhilasha Gupta
Nandi handed over the Nagar Nigam
‘gada’ (mace) to Kesarwani as a sym-
bol of transfer of power.  The new
mayor took a pledge to organise
‘Swachchhata Pathshala’ in each
mohalla of the city to give a boost to
Prime Minister Modi’s Swachchhata
Abhiyan. He also made mention of
Maha Kumbh-2025 and said it will be

as grand as dreamt by the prime min-
ister and chief minister of Uttar
Pradesh. No stone will be left
unturned to make Mahakumbh
‘Divya’, ‘Bhavya’, and ‘Navya’, he added. 

The number of nagar nigam
wards went up from 88 to 100. So this
time 100 corporators have been elect-
ed to represent their respective wards.
All 100 newly-elected corporators

were present on the dais to take oath.
Besides the mayor from the BJP, the
saffron party won 56 out of 100 seats
of corporators to prove its suprema-
cy in the nagar nigam house. The
number of independent corporators
in the house will be 19, while the
Samajwadi Party (SP) will represent 16
wards in the nagar nigam house. The
Congress has won four seats, while the

BSP, AIMIM and Nirab Shoshit
Hamara Aam Dal won two seats
each, so it will be an easy task for
mayor Ganesh Kesarwani to sail
through smoothly with weak opposi-
tion in the house.  On the occasion
chief guest Keshav Prasad Maurya lit
the ceremonial lamp and congratulated
the mayor and all corporators who are
ready for their new innings. Over 300
persons attended the function. 

CAMPAIGN: Around 8.5 lakh
children below five years will be
given ‘Do boond zindagi ki’ during the
week-long intensive pulse polio cam-
paign to start in the district from May
28. On the first day of the pro-
gramme, the Health department will
organise Polio Booth Day in which
infants will be administered anti-polio
drops at 3,397 booths. Door-to-door
campaigns will start from May 29 for
children who could not reach the

booths and the drive will be contin-
ue for five days. If any child is left out,
he/she can still be given the dose later.
Additional CMO and district immu-
nisation officer (DIO) Dr Teerath Lal
said, “Health department has set a tar-
get to cover 8,59,978 kids below five
years in the district for while 3,397
booths have been set up. We have also
constituted 2,022 teams to conduct door
to door campaign to cover each and
every house”. He said the aim is to cover
maximum number of houses under the
door to door campaign and a micro plan
is being prepared for it. At least 60
mobile teams and 57 transit teams have
been constituted to achieve the target.
The DIO, however, said as per the micro
plan, all the identified 8,59,978 children
from birth to five years of age need to
be vaccinated and appealed to parents
to ensure every child is covered in the
polio prevention drive.
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UP Ministers of State (Independent
Charge) Ravindra Jaiswal and Dr

Dayashankar Mishra ‘Dayalu’ held a
meeting with the officers at Circuit
House here on Friday and discussed
the traffic jam problem in the city
areas. Both the local ministers stressed
on making smooth traffic system.
The meeting was attended by District
Magistrate (DM) S Rajalingam and
senior officers from Nagar Nigam,
Varanasi Development Authority
(VDA), Public Works Department
(PWD) and Setu Nigam (Bridge
Corporation).

In the meeting all the jam spots of the
city were identified by the ministers. For
the solution of which along with the con-
struction of new flyovers, the expansion
plan of the old flyover was discussed and

agreed upon. An agreement was also
reached on the widening of several major
roads. In the meeting, an agreement was
also reached on the construction of a new
road parallel to the Varuna river.

Ravindra Jaiswal directed the officials
that Varanasi apart from being the prime

minister’s parliamentary constituen-
cy is also an ancient spiritual city,
where tourists come from all over the
country and abroad, therefore, it is our
priority to free the city from jams.
Directing the officers, he said the con-
struction work of under-construction
and incomplete roads should be com-
pleted soon by running a campaign
on a war footing on priority so that
general public can get the benefit of
these roads.  Laying special empha-
sis on smooth traffic in the city, he
said that the construction and repair
work of roads should be ensured as

per the standard in any condition and pits
and sewer lines should not remain open
anywhere on the roads. Minister
Dayashankar Mishra ‘Dayalu’ also gave
some suggestions to the officers. MLA
Saurabh Srivastava  and others were also
present in the meeting.
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The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) will organise 14 pub-

lic meetings in Kashi region to
celebrate the completion of
nine years of Modi government
at the Centre from May 30. The
public meeting of Varanasi
Lok Sabha, which is the par-
liamentary constituency of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, will be held on June 18
at Jagatpur Inter College.
During the period the party
plans to go among the public
through various programmes
and campaigns to highlight
the achievements of the central

government under the leader-
ship of Modi. 

Giving this information,
regional BJP president (Kashi
Region) Dilip Singh Patel said
one public meeting will be
held in each of  the 14 parlia-
mentary constituencies of the
region, including  Varanasi,
Chandauli, Bhadohi, Mirzapur,
Jaunpur, Machhalishahr,
Sonbhadra, Ghazipur,
Prayagraj, Phulpur, Pratapgarh,
Sultanpur, Kaushambi and
Amethi. Patel said the dates of
all these public meetings have
already been fixed in most of
the districts. In each district
preparations for making the

meeting a success have already
been started. Besides, on June
2 all ministers incharge of all
Lok Sabha constituencies will
address press conferences in
their respective areas.

According to the regional
BJP chief, a list of 250 special
families is being prepared in
each constituency and the list
includes the names of Padma
awardees, sportspersons,
artists, industrialists, doctors,
former judges and martyrs and
other famous families. Along
with this a list of 10 senior party
workers is also being prepared
as per the decision of the party
leadership and one person will

be entrusted with the respon-
sibility of meeting 25 specific
families, who will go among
these families and discuss the
achievements of the central
and state governments.

Regional BJP spokesman
Navratan Rathi said the Yoga
Day on June 21 will be organ-
ised at all the Shakti Kendras in
each Lok Sabha whereas on
June 25, the Mann Ki Baat pro-
gramme will be heard by work-
ers in all the booths which will
be followed by other pro-
grammes and photographs of
the same will be uploaded on
NaMo App by the booth mem-
bers concerned.
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The globally acclaimed solar
and heliospheric physicist

in Indian Institute of
Technology (Banaras Hindu
University)  Dr Abhishek
Kumar Srivastava is the part of
a major scientific discovery in
which it is found that huge
wave energy in highly magne-
tised sun’s plasma maintains
million degree corona. Using
the world's largest solar tele-
scope, the 1.6 m Goode Solar
Telescope (GST) at the Big
Bear Solar Observatory
(BBSO), Prof Ding Yuan and
science team members detect-
ed numerous dark features in
a big sunspot, which appear as
the coldest structure of the sun.

“These dark features are
plasma fibrils aligned with a
strong magnetic field at kilo-
Gauss at the sunspot. The fib-
rils oscillate transversely, which
means this is a kink MHD
wave and they are able to drag
the kilo-Gauss magnetic field
lines to move laterally. It

implies that the fibril kink
oscillations could potentially
provide a very strong energy
flux,” said Dr Srivastava,
adding that the science team
has developed a mathematical
model of fast kink waves in
sunspots and estimated that the
energy flux is 1,000 to 10,000
times stronger than energy
losses in active region plasma.
This is sufficient to maintain
the atmosphere of the Sun at a
million degree Kelvin temper-
ature. “These novel scientific
results, accompanied by the

first ever high resolution view
of sunspot umbra and high
energy wave dynamics in its
plasma fibrils are published in
the prestigious Nature
Astronomy Journal on 25th
May 2023,” informed Dr
Srivastava who played a sig-
nificant role in framing the sci-
entific works. He said that this
new scientific discovery will
change the view of strongly
magnetised plasma regions at
the sun as it was never seen
before and will play a signifi-
cant role in solving the most

outstanding coronal heating
problem. “It will also be an out-
standing scientific result for the
next generation solar tele-
scopes and a ready reference to
the laboratory plasma experi-
ments where scientists are try-
ing to confine the plasma and
generate the green energy for
the benefits of mankind,” he
said, adding that the sun is
powered by nuclear fusion of
hydrogen at the core, where the
temperature reaches
16,000,000 degrees Celsius.
“At the visible surface (or pho-
tosphere) of the sun the tem-
perature drops to about 5,800
degrees Celsius. It is intuitive
that the hydrogen gas located
further away from its core
should be cooler. The corona
is more distant from the core
than the photosphere, but its
temperature reaches millions
of degrees. No current theory
could explain this counter-
example, this is called the
coronal heating problem, a
century-long challenge to
physicists,” he said. 
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The police on Friday filed a
chargesheet in the SC-ST

Special Court in connection
with the Umesh Pal murder
case. The police have filed this
chargesheet against one of the
accused Sadaqat Khan. The
police filed a chargesheet of
1,857 pages in the court of SC-
ST Special Judge Anirudh
Kumar Tiwari. The judicial
custody period (90 days) of
Sadakat Khan, an accused in
the aforesaid case at the
Dhoomanganj police station
filed by the complainant Jaya
Pal, wife of Umesh Pal, is end-
ing on May 27. The chargesheet
against Sadakat Khan was filed
in the court in the afternoon.

This charge sheet has been filed
under the SC/ST Act. The first
arrest in this case was of
Sadaqat Khan from the Muslim
boarding hostel on February
27. He was arrested with illegal
weapon. 

On March 21 Atiq
Ahmed's servant Rakesh alias
Lala, apart from driver, Akhtar
Katra, who did recce in the
murder case, Mohd Sajad and
Niyaz Ahmed were arrested
and sent to jail. Another arrest
in the case took place on April
1 when the STF arrested Atiq’s
domestic help Shahrukh. Atiq’s
brother-in-law Dr Akhlaq was
arrested on April 4 and sent
to jail. He is accused of giving
shelter to Muslim Guddu at
his house in Meerut.
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The alumni council of Uttar
Pradesh Rajarshi Tandon

Open University (UPRTOU)
felicitated Shreya Singh, a
passed out student of the uni-
versity’s MA Sociology pro-
gramme on her selection in the
Indian Administrative Service
(IAS). Vice-Chancellor Prof
Seema Singh honoured Shreya
Singh by giving her an ‘angvas-
tram’ and a memento AT the
felicitation ceremony organised
at Lokmanya Tilak Shastrarth
auditorium. The V-C also wel-
comed Shreya’s mother Pankaja
Singh and father Shailesh
Singh. She said Shreya’s selec-
tion in IAS is a big achievement
for the open university which
will inspire other students as
well. Shreya said the study
material of open university is
very helpful for the competitive
students. She passed MA exam-
ination in Sociology from the
open university in the Covid
period.  Shreya secured 639th
rank in the IAS. The ceremo-
ny was conducted by Dr Gyan
Prakash Yadav, president of

alumni council and coordina-
tor of the felicitation ceremo-
ny. The guests were welcomed
by Prof S Kumar, Director of
Social Sciences and the vote of
thanks was proposed by Registrar
Col Vinay Kumar. The teachers,
staff and students of the univer-
sity were present. 

FIRE: Three persons sus-
tained burn injuries after a fire
broke out in a house in
Rajrooppur locality under
Dhoomanganj police station.
All the injured Anshoo Singh
(22) and Harveer Singh ( 28),
both tenants and residents of
Dhata (Fatehpur) and house
owner’s wife Girjesh were
admitted to separate hospi-
tals. Chief Fire Officer RK
Pandey said the fire broke out in
the house of Dinkar Singh around
8:20 am due to leakage in a
domestic LPG gas cylinder. When
the fire broke out, both the ten-
ants along with the wife of house
owner tried to control it but sus-
tained minor burns in the effort.
On being alerted a team of the Fire
department along with fire tender
rushed to the spot and controlled
the fire within half an hour.

.��������/����������	��

7%:#�))<*����
���:

�02133$	13D�	�3$�0�3		� -���.�/(

The Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) and

ICAR-Indian Vegetable
Research Institute (IIVR) have
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to carry
out collaborative research and
extension activities. The MoU
was signed by Registrar, BHU,
Prof Arun Kumar Singh and
Dr TK Behera, Director, ICAR-
IIVR. The arrangement will
provide an opportunity to stu-
dents of Institute of Agricultural
Sciences or BHU to work with
scientists of ICAR-IIVR.
Similarly scientists of ICAR-
IIVR will have a chance to ben-
efit from the expertise and expe-

rience of BHU. As per the MoU,
both the institutions will host
joint training programmes for
the benefit of scientists and
researchers. The institutions will
also be involved in capacity
building and professional devel-
opment of human resources
and quality research publica-
tions. Both BHU and ICAR-
IIVR will jointly work for devel-
opment of farms and farm fam-
ilies. Prof Kalyan Ghadei, Head,
Department of Agricultural
Extension, with support of Dr
Saikat Maji, Assistant professor,
coordinated the process of mate-
rialising the understanding
between the two leading insti-
tutions in agricultural research
and studies.
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Under the Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme (ABSS),

Azamgarh station will be rede-
veloped by providing state-of-
the-art facilities at a cost of
�27.05 crore. Azamgarh is one
of the 15 railway stations of
Varanasi division of North
Eastern Railway (NER) which
would be redeveloped under
ABSS. The appearance of the
Azamgarh station will be devel-
oped by incorporating the art
and culture of the city. Giving
details, PRO of Varanasi
Division (NER) Ashok Kumar
said at a cost of �5.04 crore, the
circulating area, approach
roads, along with water
drainage and pathways will be
redeveloped while �8.24 crore
will be spent on making the
facade of the station building
attractive and �4.07 crore for
construction of a new foot
over bridge (FOB). Besides, he
said upgradation of platforms,
improvement of surface, sheds
and false ceiling on platforms
will also be done at a cost of
�4.86 crore while �1.54 crore

will be spent on improvement
of passenger waiting room and
making it attractive and com-
fortable. The other beautifica-
tion work will be done at a cost
of �15 lakh while �93 lakh will
be spent on improvement of
train display boards, digital
clocks, auto announcement
and unreserved and reserved
ticket counters while �1.95
crore will be spent on arrange-
ment of lift, facade lighting, LT
panels, signage, lights and fans
while �23 lakh will be spent on
construction of a ‘pay and use’
toilet and �2 lakh on plantation
of trees in station premises, the
PRO added. According to him,
tenders have been invited for all
works related to state-of-the-art
passenger facilities at
Azamgarh station and after
the disposal of the tenders, the
works will be completed with
full quality in the target peri-
od. “After the completion of the
plans made for the overall
development of Azamgarh sta-
tion, the passengers will get a
pleasant feeling of coming to
the big station,” Ashok Kumar
said.
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Under the guidance of DRM
Ramashray Pandey, Mission life

(Lifestyle for Environment) as a mass
movement to combat climate change in
the environment continued in Varanasi
Division of NER by the team of
Environment and Housekeeping
Management Department (EnHM), a
part of Mechanical department. In this
direction, after Banaras and Varanasi City,
the campaign was launched at Ghazipur
City railway station on Thursday with the
objective of promoting and adopting a
healthy and sustainable way of living
based on the values of conservation and
moderation, The EnHM team also
appealed to the passengers to save water

and electricity for environmental pro-
tection and motivate others to adopt
eco-friendly lifestyle and save natural
resources. At Ghazipur City station,
Senior Divisional Mechanical Engineer
(EnHM) Alok Kesharwani, along with
station superintendent NS Siddiqui,
chief health inspector Usha Kumari, JE
(EnHM/Varanasi) Pawan Kumar Singh,
traffic inspector Manish Singh, commercial
inspector Virendra Singh, Railway
Protection Force (RPF) inspector Kamlesh
Singh, RPF S-I Jaishankar Dubey, section
engineer (C&W) Jitendra Gautam, JE
(C&W) Jainendra Kumar, senior travelling
ticket examiner Vivek Verma and others
appealed to the passengers not to use plas-
tic bags on foot over bridges, platforms
and in trains.



Siddaramaiah has taken
oath as CM for the newly
elected Karnataka gov-

ernment and the first googly
has come out on the five
promises which were hyped
by Congress scion Rahul
Gandhi. In the election man-
ifesto, the Yuvanidhi scheme
was announced to give Rs.
3,000 per month for two
years to unemployed gradu-
ates and Rs. 1,500 per month
for two years to unemployed
diploma holders. However,
minister Priyank Kharge has
clarified that it would be
affected for the academic
year 2022-2023.

As per the initial esti-
mates, the annual cost of five
promises would be Rs, 50,000
crores but the actual numbers
might exceed this. Debt lev-
els of Karnataka have more
than doubled over five years
and the ‘Debt: State GDP’
ratio has increased from
18.4% in 2018 to 23.4% in
2023. Certain parts of the
increase in debt can be attrib-
uted to external factors like
the Covid-19 pandemic but
there is an important factor
that we all must understand. 

Some of the existing wel-
fare schemes might be with-
drawn by the new govern-

ment to save some money
while new schemes get intro-
duced. In this case, people will
benefit only from the differ-
ential. The fiscal deficit for
FY23 was estimated at around
Rs. 61,564 crores and it will
exceed Rs. 1 lakh crore with
the additional expense even if
a tax buoyancy of 10% is fac-
tored YoY. It's important to
highlight that the GST com-
pensation cess is no longer
there to fund the extravagan-
za of politicians. For perspec-
tive, the compensation cess in
Karnataka budget was Rs.
25,267 crores in FY 2021-22
which came down to Rs.
5,000 crores in FY 2022-23.

If we keep politics aside,
it can be seen from the state
finances that the debt level has
gone up for almost all the

states (except a few like
Odisha, and Uttar Pradesh)
over the last five years.
Political compulsion will
never allow the politicians to
extend their vision beyond
the short-term electoral gains
and therefore India needs a
law on the freebie culture. Of
course, it is going to be a
tough exercise because no one
would like his hands tied by
a piece of legislation and its
hard to avoid the temptation
which brings you close to the
power but we need some fis-
cal prudence if this country
does not choose to be walk-
ing on the similar path like Sri
Lanka and Venezuela. The
Finance Commission, which
is a constitutional body, has
already highlighted the risk of
state debts reaching an unsus-
tainable limit.

The concept of a welfare
state is always a welcome idea
but the cost of welfare should
not be such that it crumbles
the state itself. Politicians
and activists who keep float-
ing their utopian ideas and
taking shelter of our consti-
tution for all their stupidity,
forget that Article 292 and
293 of the same constitution
talks about borrowings and
mandates it to be within the

limits specified by the legis-
lature. The Constituent
Assembly of India discussed
these articles on 10th August
1949 and thought in a differ-
ent context but the impor-
tance of the purpose of the
loan was highlighted by Shri
H. V. Kamath. Existing polit-
ical leadership across the
board might be shortsighted
but Ananthasayanam
Ayyangar emphasised the
impact of borrowings in the
constituent assembly discus-
sion and his words can be
referred to in today’s context
‘So far as borrowing is con-
cerned–they may be short or
long-term, imposing heavy
obligations upon not only the
present generation but future
generation also’. 

We must remember that
nothing comes free in this
world. If the cost of freebies
is curtailing the capital
expenses, piling up the debt,
and slashing the social sector
expenses like education,
healthcare etc. then freebies
are not free at all and we all
will be paying the price one
way or the other.

(The writer is a 
chartered accountant, and

policy analyst. Views
expressed are personal)
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ety with the help of their extreme views
and hatred. On Thursday, Oath Keepers
founder Stewart Rhodes, 57, was sen-
tenced on charges of seditious conspira-
cy and other crimes. This sentence
becomes very important, for two reasons.
The first is that he has been sentenced to
18 years in prison, which is the longest
sentence ever handed down in this case.
Secondly, he turned out to be the culprit
who was not present in the crowd at the
time of the vandalism. But he was one of
the people whose mind and conspiracy
were working behind the crowd. Means
more than committing the crime, the one
who instigates it is the biggest culprit. 

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur
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Sir — RJD MP Manoj Jha once had hit
the nail hard right on the head of those
snob brigade by stressing "This is a wel-
fare state, isn't it? When a poor man buys
a bar of soap, he is as much a taxpayer
as Adani and Ambani"! Yes, every citizen
pays taxes — direct or indirect. So even
the richest of rich hold no right to think
of themselves as of any "special stock"
with the indirect taxpayer any lesser to

them in any respect. And so as citizens
of the State, all are equally entitled to all
sorts of rights and it forms the urgent duty
of any Welfare State to look after those
citizens on the lower economic scale! 

It is high time the snob brigade,
always shouting "Stop subsidies and
freebies" and mocking the Government
for it's "sin" of providing goods and ser-
vices to the poor at subsidised/conces-
sional rates or paying monetary
allowances related to various schemes,
should either shut up or do the follow-
ing things: (1) At first ensure minimum
basic rights to the poor through their
astronomical salaries and cutting down
all sorts of luxuries; (2) And thereafter
they should themselves stop receiving
various sorts of tax concessions by the
Government and ask their employers to
immediately stop Leave Travel
Concession, free medical facilities(for
themselves and their family), free educa-
tion of their children, Dearness
Allowance/House Rent Allowance.

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — Top dignitaries of the states have
some privileges thrust upon them. "
Zero traffic", when they commute, is one
such entitlement. It means traffic is
cleared during their travel in the state.
Generally, the governor and chief minis-
ter enjoy zero traffic luxury. The new
Karnataka chief minister Siddaramaiah
has decried the tendency: he has asked the
officials to do away with the zero traffic
rule when he crisscrosses the length and
breadth of Bengaluru and Karnataka.
Siddaramaiah is understandably wor-
ried about the traffic standstill and the
hardship faced by the commuters during
zero traffic. 

His predecessor Basavaraj Bommai
was content with a " green corridor" with
no traffic signals during his movement.
In sharp contrast to these two, a former
state home minister had refused to part
with zero traffic saying it was his "privi-
lege". 

Be that as it may, it is laudable that at
least some people in power can be sensi-
tive to people's sufferings. Many times, it's
the officers under the high dignitaries,
who want to please their bosses, who
wield power. Therefore, dignitaries must
ensure that their orders are not flouted.
It is heartening that India's VIP culture
is slowly on the decline thanks to the
courts and the important individuals
themselves. Although the 2013 Supreme
Court order restricting the use of red bea-
cons on official vehicles was taken with
a pinch of salt by the common man, it was
surprisingly carried out well with minor
hiccups. 

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola 
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Sir — One by one, in 2021, the mother
of American democracy, attacking Capitol
Hill, is sentencing its destroyers and con-
spirators to prison, American law. One
should hope that most of the thousands
of people who have been arrested in this
connection will be punished in some way
or the other for dividing American soci-
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suggesting the need for greater
focus on these issues.

The cultural heritage of the
country, the importance of
Yoga and ancient science were
also important topics commu-
nicated during these conversa-
tions. Another interesting find-
ing of the analysis is the geo-
graphical distribution of atten-
tion across states and regions.
While Kashmir, Gujarat, Delhi,
and Tamil Nadu have garnered
more attention than others,
BIMARU states (Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
and Uttar Pradesh) have got
comparatively less mention in
these talks. The mention of
Kashmir is also related to the
fact that there were many gov-
ernance and structural changes
here which kept its discussion
at a higher frequency.

It is quite interesting that
the mentions of Leh-Ladakh
and North East states are lim-
ited to 20 times or less. Only
Assam state could receive sig-
nificant mention among North
Eastern Regions (NERs). This
distribution highlights the
need to focus more on certain
regions and communities,
especially those that are more
marginalized. The use of cer-
tain keywords also reveals the

government's priorities and
approach. Words like ‘Rural’,
‘Village’, ‘Youth’, ‘Farmer’, and
‘Women’ are frequently men-
tioned, indicating the govern-
ment's focus on empowering
these communities. 

This communication
series not only engaged in dia-
logue but also drew wisdom
from the legacies of notable
figures in our country's histo-
ry. Among the most frequent-
ly referenced were Mahatma
Gandhi, Baba Saheb
Ambedkar, and Buddha, with
92, 50, and 39 mentions
respectively.

The analysis of Mann ki
Baat's all 100 scripts highlights
the program's strengths and
limitations and provides
important insights for policy-
makers and researchers. The
program's focus on communi-
cation and outreach has been
effective in engaging with the
community and raising aware-
ness about important issues.
The use of hashtags and social
media platforms has amplified
the program's reach and
impact, making it a powerful
tool for citizen engagement. At
the same time, the analysis
highlights the need for greater
focus on certain issues and

communities. Topics like cli-
mate change, poverty, jobs
and marginalized community
receive comparatively less
attention in the scripts, sug-
gesting the need for greater
emphasis on these issues. 

Similarly, the geographical
distribution of attention high-
lights the need to focus more
on certain regions and com-
munities. The global stand of
India and its contribution was
also observed to be one of the
important highlighters in these
talks and words like ‘United
Nations’, ‘America’, and ‘Europe’
were observed to be in the fre-
quency of 32, 50 and 15
respectively. 

Finally, the analysis of
Mann ki Baat's total 100 scripts
provides a valuable perspective
on the government's priorities
and approach to citizen out-
reach. By leveraging commu-
nication as a powerful tool and
focusing on key issues like
water, health, and digital trans-
formation, the program has
made significant contribu-
tions to public awareness and
engagement.

(The writer is assistant
professor Dr Rajendra Prasad
central agricultural university,

Pusa, Bihar)
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IIndia's flagship citizen out-
reach program, ‘Mann ki
Baat’, represented by the
Prime Minister of the coun-
try, has completed a centu-

ry of broadcasts. It's time to take
stock of the program's impact and
priorities, by analysing the themes
and focus areas across the 100
scripts. This analysis backed up by
the data mining techniques
reveals important insights into the
government's communication
strategy, the key issues it priori-
tizes, and the areas where it
could focus more. One of the dis-
tinctive features of Mann ki Baat
is the use of communication as a
powerful tool to reach out to mil-
lions of people across India. 

The program has leveraged
social media and other platforms
to amplify its outreach, using
hashtags like #drugsfreeIndia,
#YesWeCan, #IncredibleIndia,
# a r m e d f o r c e s f l a g d a y ,
#PositiveIndia, #Jalshakti4India,
#CourageinKargil, #Cheer4India
and #MyHandloomMyPride
among others to engage with the
community. While observing it
appeared that certain hashtags
campaigns had bi-annual fre-
quency, with a gap of around two
years between most of them.
This approach has been effective
in raising awareness about impor-
tant issues and generating public
interest in the program.

A closer look at the 100
scripts reveals the key focus areas
of the program. ‘Water’ and
‘Health’ are among the most fre-
quently mentioned topics with a
mention of 454, and 274 times
respectively, indicating the gov-
ernment's focus on addressing
these critical issues. During these
conversations, there has been
obvious discussion on the health-
care sector, doctors, workers and
the pandemic era and these key-
words have been found to be
inadequate frequency. 

Digital and online initiatives,
such as MyGov, are also promi-
nently featured, highlighting the
government's push for digital
transformation and innovation
and the same can be observed in
the nation’s journey towards tech-
nological developments in the
past decade. However, topics
such as ‘Climate change’, ‘Food’,
and ‘Poverty’ receive compara-
tively less attention in the scripts,
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(The author is the
director and chief 

executive of this non-
partisan think tank
based in New Delhi)

With the looming debt
crisis in the United
States with the potential
to default, a showdown
between Republicans

that control the House and the democ-
ratic white house may not augur well for
the global economy and developing
countries like India. Owing unsustain-
able economic policies over a few
decades and irresponsible handling of
resources has led the largest global eco-
nomic powerhouse into a big mess of its
own making. Even if president joe
Biden manages to clinch a last-minute
deal with Republican top leadership to
push up the debt ceiling beyond us $ 31.4
trillion, larger questions continue to
haunt the Americans. Mobilizing loans
through US bonds or debt paper may not
be the immediate concern but potential
default on June 1 is what may turn cat-
astrophic to not only Americans but the
entire world. For Americans, it means
that democrats will not be able to fund
their fancied social security payments on
medical and health insurance, pension
or social development projects.

President Biden and his Democratic
administration will have to put on hold
all fancy projects like waiving student
loans or fees to provide personal tax con-
cessions to youngsters and new taxpay-
ers democrats understand the full impor-
tance of lifting the already unsustainable
debt limit of $ 31.4 trillion. In fact, this
also explains US President Biden's deci-
sion to forgo the scheduled quad sum-
mit in Australia and head back home
after the G-7 leaders meeting in
Hiroshima. Eventually, the quad summit
had to be called off with heads of the US,

Australia, Japan and India meet-
ing briefly at Hiroshima on the
sidelines of the G-7 congregation.
The larger issue that confronts us
and the world is a wee bit differ-
ent and difficult.

There is every possibility of
us moving into economic reces-
sion thereby stymieing demand
for goods and services globally.
This will hit the economic growth
sentiment internationally big
time. Secondly, the possibility of
banks getting stuck with worth-
less dollar-denominated bonds or
debt paper in the medium term
cannot be ruled out unless both
the federal reserve and political
leadership in the US take recourse
to the mid-course correction that
involves massive spending cuts or
improve the country's revenues.
Such a policy may be very unat-
tractive for Democratic voters
when they have to elect their
president in 2024. 

Thirdly, containing the con-
tagion effect of the US economy
moving into the abyss will be a
herculean task. One cannot eas-
ily forget the global financial
crisis triggered by real estate-
linked mortgages that turned
worthless in 2007-08. This hous-
ing bubble stirred a perfect storm
to impact both large developing
countries like India as well as least
developed countries al ike.
Excessive risk exposure taken by
banks was the biggest element in
this crisis of the worst kind after
the great depression of 1929.

Fourthly, if the US default final-
ly happens, then countries like
India having huge exposure to
American greenback will also
face the heat. 

But,  this diversif ication
should go the whole hog and con-
sciously lead to pursuing the de-
dollarization of the Indian econ-
omy as a state policy. Fifthly,
while exports to the US become
attractive and import bills get
squeezed, a demand slump glob-
ally will negate the advantages
gained in trade deals. There is no
reason why India should not
pursue a more independent trade
and currency policy keeping her-
self at a safe distance from the
federal reserve and recalibrating
her linkages with Washington
DC. Sixthly, Democrats and
Republicans must work towards
mid-course correction on the
economic and development front
rather than recklessly going for
borrowing more from Tom to pay
Peter. 

Limiting the fresh debt limit
to us $ 1.5 trillion till March 31,
2024, and achieving concomitant
cuts in spending by us $ 1.47 tril-
lion would save the perilously
placed our economy. Seventhly,
precipitating a perfectly cooked
crisis is not in anyone's interest
and hence reining in the fresh
spending to less than one per cent
as per the limit, save, grow act of
2023 makes eminent sense. On
the parallel, limiting the mop-up
of fresh debt and gradual reduc-

tion in existing debt stock would
augur well for the US economy
that’s seeking to reposition itself
and instil confidence in its trad-
ing and investment partners. 

The debt-to-GDP ratio was
approximately 97 per cent at the
end of FY 2022, and under cur-
rent policy and based on this
report's assumptions is projected
to reach 566 per cent in 2097, it
pointed out. While pursuing a
revised economic policy dispen-
sation, president biden should not
easily forget the 2011 crisis that
was triggered by our congress.
This pushed up the borrowing
costs for the treasury by a
humongous us $ 1.3 billion in just
one year. Also, we should not pro-
vide any leverage to China for en-
cashing its crisis. China is easily
the largest holder of us debt
paper, notes and long-term bonds
with valuations ranging from $
859.4 billion to $ one trillion. 

China may like to leverage
our debt paper to rebalance its
own resources position which
again may not be looking too
good. China's own debt of us $
14.34 trillion as of April 12,
2023, and swelling at a whopping
$ 3.81 trillion annually may not
be something to brag about by
president xis oligarchs driven
communist party. Potential
defaults in us, and machinations
in China have valuable lessons for
India that are overtly conservative
on borrowings, especially by the
Narendra Modi government.
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You see many youths
around you, who deliv-
er the goods coming

via e-commerce apps and web-
sites. Similarly, millions of dri-
vers all over the world provide
app-based taxi services. E-
commerce and technology-
driven businesses have become
a major part of the economy
these days. This section of the
economy is known as the ‘gig
economy’ and the people
working there are called ‘gig’
workers. Recently, the delivery
workers of an e-commerce
company named 'Blinkit' went
on a one-day strike, which was
also given a lot of importance
by the media. The case was
that a company called 'Blinkit',
which claims to supply con-
sumers with their grocery
requirements in 10 minutes to
half an hour, had reduced the

payment to its delivery agents
by half. Significantly, before
this change, the company used
to pay Rs 25 to the delivery
agent for each delivery. Till
about a year ago, the delivery
agents were given Rs 50 per
delivery. Delivery workers’
complaint is that fuel costs
have skyrocketed during this
period, but their wages have
shrunk to a quarter.

The reality is that today
youth in big and small cities
are forced to work as delivery
agents in the absence of any
decent employment. In the ini-
tial phase, these workers also
used to earn sufficiently, but
due to low payouts, now their
economic condition has
become very pathetic. The
reality is that in the absence of
alternative employment, it has
become almost a compulsion

for the youth to work as deliv-
ery agents.

On the other hand, com-
panies like 'Ola' and 'Uber' pro-
viding app-based taxi services
have also started charging
highly exploitative commis-
sions from taxi drivers. Due to
this, the drivers of 'Ola' and
'Uber' have also resorted to agi-
tational means like strikes
many times. But the exploita-
tive commission policy of 'Ola'
and 'Uber' continues unabat-
ed. Despite the strike by
Bilinkit's delivery agents, no
solution is in sight.

Gig workers like drivers of
'Ola', 'And Uber', delivery
agents of 'Blinkit', 'Zomato',
'And Swiggy' etc. or any other
type of workers registered
with any other app-based ser-
vice provider, whose employ-
ment depends on the mercy of

these app companies, business-
es or whose livelihood depends
on the delivery of goods or
ordering of services based on
messages received from these
apps, are today suffering from
the exploitation by these com-
panies.

Nowadays the word gig is
very much in vogue. Till two-
three decades ago, the word gig
was not much in use. It has
become necessary to under-
stand the meaning of the word
‘gig’ and the terms such as ‘gig
economy’ and ‘gig worker’ etc.
and their effects on society.

A few decades back, there
were only two types of work-
ers. One, the salaried employ-
ees and the other, the casual
workers. Salaried workers are
generally employed on a per-
manent basis with a fixed
salary and other facilities. A

certain procedure has to be fol-
lowed for the removal of these
workers from employment.
On the other hand, casual
labour means daily wage work-
ers. These labourers are paid
wages on a daily basis and have
to go in search of employment
every day.

In the organized sector,
earlier most workers were
generally employed on a per-
manent or regular basis and
their employment was also
fairly secure. In the unorga-
nized sector like agriculture,
construction and sometimes in
manufacturing, the practice of
daily wage labourers is seen.
Generally, educated and
trained workers were mostly
salaried workers and most of
the daily wage laborers used to
be uneducated and untrained
workers. But these days even

organised sector employers
have found an easy way to
employ gig workers or some-
times on contract or on fixed
term; where workers lack job
security and social security.
Further, there is the absence of
regulations like working hours
and working conditions, as
these workers in order to earn
sufficiently have to work for
longer hours and under pre-
carious conditions.

This new class of labour,
namely, gig labour is the out-
come of the emerging gig
economy, based on new tech-
nology. This new category has
emerged in the form of online
platforms, cloud working, free-
lancing, e-commerce, supply
chain, etc. That is, it can be said
that new technology and new
business models are the cre-
ators of this new labour class.

These workers who are
serving based on work/order
provided by the apps are clear-
ly working under the instruc-
tions of the apps owned by e-
commerce companies, but in
government definitions, they
are not considered workers,
they are called 'freelancers'.

All such gig, temporary,
and contract workers will have
to be properly defined and
identified while ensuring min-
imum wages, maximum work-
ing hours and various types of
social security for them. If this
does not happen, this system
will be called nothing more
than Jungle Raj, whose rule is
'survival of the fittest'. The
Government of India is
expected to make policies for
the social security of the work-
ers of these online platforms
i.e., gig workers.
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While the Opposition unity
efforts are gaining pace

with a meeting being planned
to be held in Patna next month,
the Congress is keeping the
regional satraps guessing.

The Janata Dal (United) is
hoping that the Congress will
be benign and show large
heartedness to accept the pro-
posal of West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee to
focus on just 200 Lok Sabha
seats and leave the rest to other
constituents of the Opposition.

“As of now we are opti-
mistic that the Congress will
come on board. The Congress
will also be attending the
Opposition meeting in Patna
next month. But it will be pre-
mature that there will be an
understanding on all the 545
Lok Sabha seats. We are aim-
ing to bring everyone onboard
for a one-on-one contest with
the Bharatiya Janata Party on
most of the Lok Sabha seats,”
said a senior JD (U) func-
tionary, who is known to be
close to Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar.

What appears to be wor-
rying the Opposition is that the
Congress is gaining confidence
after the Karnataka election
verdict, and the key movers of
the unity plank are now keep-
ing fingers crossed over the

channel of communication
with the Gandhis. “The
Congress needs to remember
that the party had won 2013
and 2018 Karnataka Assembly
elections, and we all know the
seat count of the party after the
2014 and the 2019 general
elections.  

Besides, the Congress had
wrested all three BJP-ruled
states of Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh,” said another leader
from the Opposition camp.
There is clear emphasis from
the non-Congress Opposition
camp for pre-poll seat adjust-
ment so that there is scope for
one-on-one contest against the
BJP. 

Yet, the Opposition leaders
are also acknowledging the
fact that the pact events in
Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh
don’t infuse enough confidence
even of the outcome of the one-
on-one contest. “Uttar Pradesh
is going to be too sticky for the
Opposition unity efforts. The

political situation has taken
drastic changes, and it’s also not
so easy to establish contacts
with a section of the
Opposition leaders in UP.  The
state with 80 Lok Sabha seats
may test strength of the votary
of the Opposition unity plank,”
said the JD (U) functionary. 

Incidentally, Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP), which is the
party with the most number of
Lok Sabha MPs after the BJP
from UP, broke ranks with the
Opposition to decry the boy-
cott call given by the Congress
and others of the inauguration
of the new parliament building.  

“Also, Odisha and Andhra
Pradesh may remain outside
the Opposition unity efforts, as
the dominant non-BJP parties
in these two states will contin-
ue to be the fence-sitters. They
will watch out for Lok Sabha
poll verdict to decide on their
courses of actions. Thus, we
will no more be making efforts
to reach out to them,” added JD
(U) functionary.   
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Following the death of six
cheetahs, including three

newborn cubs, within a period
of two-and-a-half months at
the Kuno National Park (KNP)
in Madhya Pradesh, the Centre
has set up yet another high-
level panel of national and
international experts to oversee
and monitor the ambitious
Project Cheetah in India.

A statement issued by the
Union Environment Ministry
said the National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA) has constituted yet
another panel an 11-member
Cheetah Project Steering
Committee

The decision to form the
committee was taken in a meet-
ing with the additional chief
secretary of the Madhya
Pradesh government. The
move comes in the wake of the
death of three cheetah cubs
born to the Namibian cheetah
allegedly died of dehydration
and malnourishment.

The Committee will be

chaired by Rajesh Gopal (for-
mer member secretary of the
NTCA and currently with the
Global Tiger Forum). 

Members of the
Committee include RN
Mehrotra, former Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
and Head of Forest Force,
Rajasthan; PR Sinha, a former
director of the Wildlife Institute
of India; HS Negi, a member of
the NTCA; GS Rawat, former
Dean of the WII; Qamar
Qureshi, a scientist with the
WII; the current Inspector
General of the NTCA; the cur-
rent Chief Wildlife Warden of
Madhya Pradesh, and others.
The NTCA has also constitut-
ed a panel of international
cheetah experts who will pro-
vide advice “as an when
required” to Project Cheetah. 

They experts are Adrian
Tordiffe (Veterinary Wildlife
Specialist, Faculty of Veterinary
Science, University of Pretoria,

South Africa); Laurie Marker,
of the Cheetah Conservation
Fund, Namibia; Andrew John
Fraser, Farm Olievenbosch,
South Africa; and Vincent van
dan Merwe, Manager, of the
Cheetah Metapopulation
Project, The Metapopulation
Initiative, South Africa. The
Committee will review the
progress of the programme
and monitor it.

It will also provide advice
on cheetah introduction to the
Madhya Pradesh Forest
Department and the NTCA, as
per the press release. It will
open “the cheetah habitat” for
eco-tourism and suggest regu-
lations to further this. It will
also provide suggestions on
how to involve the communi-
ty in the project’s activities.

In October last year, the
ministry had constituted a
“Cheetah Task Force” to mon-
itor India’s cheetah introduc-
tion programme. 
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has urged

the Delhi High Court to award
death sentence to Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF) chief and Kashmiri
separatist leader Yasin Malik.
The petition is listed for hear-
ing on May 29 before a
Division Bench of Justices
Siddharth Mridul and Talwant
Singh. 

Kashmir separatist leader
Malik who was involved in
many terror attacks was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment by
a special NIA court in a terror
funding case in May 2022. He
had pleaded guilty in the case.
The NIA had demanded capi-
tal punishment for Malik
before the trial court as well.
Earlier, the prayer was refused
by the Special Court stating
that death penalty should be
awarded only in exceptional
cases “where the crime by its
nature shocks the collective
consciousness of the society”. 

Malik was convicted of
offences under Section 120B,
121, 121A of Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and Sections 13
and 15 of UAPA read with
120B of the IPC besides
Sections 17, 18, 20, 38 and 39

of UAPA. In a detailed judg-
ment, the NIA Court had
observed that Malik betrayed
the good intentions of the
Government by choosing the
violent path. 

“Betraying the good inten-
tions of government he took a
different path to orchestrate
violence in the guise of politi-
cal struggle. ...the evidence on
the basis of which charges
were framed and to which
convict has pleaded guilty,
speaks otherwise,” the special
court had underscored. The
judge had also rejected Malik’s
argument that he had become
a Gandhian after 1994. 

“It only took one small
incident of violence at Chauri
Chaura for the Mahatma to call
off the entire non cooperation
movement but the convict
despite large scale of violence
engulfing valley neither con-
demned the violence nor with-
drew his calendar of protests,
which had led to the said vio-
lence,” the judge underlined.
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The BJP on Friday ridiculed
Congrees for allegedly  “not

leaving panchtatva”— Prithivi
(earth), Pavan (air), Jal (water),
Tej (solar energy), Nabh (sky)
— untouched by its ‘corruption
saga’ as it listed-out ‘ major
achievements’  of the Modi-
Government in last nine years.

BJP which is celebrating
nine-years of the Modi
Government at the Centre by
organising various organisa-
tional events and assigning
central Ministers and MPs con-
situency-wise tasks , dismissed
the ‘nine questions’ posed by
the Congress party on Modi’s
nine years in office. Addressing
a press conference  here BJP’s
National spokesperson
Ravishankar  Prasad called

Congress  as a “bundle of lies
and mountain of deception.”
The BJP’s Rajya Sabha member
alleged that the questions were
the result of Congress’s “hatred
towards Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Listing-out
‘achievements’ of Nine-years of
the Modi-government, BJP’s
spokesperson said inflation at
4 .7 percent was one of the low-
est across the world, economy

crossed three trillion  and
export increased to Rupees
thirty lakh crore under Modi’s
dispensation. He asked
Congress to check facts before
pointing finger at the ruling
party. Prasad said poor received
Rs six lakh sixty eight thousand
four thirty five crore from
Direct Bank transfer (DBT)
through 312 schemes. 

He said in 2014 India
imported 78 percent of its
mobile “but today 99 percent of
mobiles are manufactured in
India, generating employment,
particularly for women.” India
is now second largest exporter
of mobiles as it is also export-
ing Rs Rs Sixteen thousand
crore defence exports, he said.
Prasad claimed  at 4.7 percent
inflation in the country  is at
the lowest if compared with

that od the US 8.9 per cent,
Australia 8.5 ,France  13.5 and
Sweeden 20.2 percent. “Under
Manohan Singh government
India was fragile-five
economies but under Modi it
is among the top five coun-
tries,ahead of England” , said
Prasad. Taking a swipe  at the
Congress for raising the issue
of corruption against the BJP
government , the BJP leader
said the Opposition party had
covered all “panchtatva” in its
corruption activies during its
regime at the centre. 

“We talk about
‘Panchtatva’...Congress party’s
associates did corruption in all
five elements of ‘Panchtatva’ -
Commonwealth games scam,
Coal scam, 2G scam, heli-
copter and submarine scam...”:
said Prasad. 
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With Prime Minister
Narendra Modi complet-

ing nine years in office, the
Congress on Friday demanded
his apology for what it said was
“betrayal” of the people and
asked him nine questions on
issues ranging from rising prices
and unemployment to nation-
al security and social harmony.

The Opposition party also
said the government should
mark this day as ‘Maafi Diwas’
and released a booklet ‘Nau saal,
Nau sawaal’. 

It said Modi became the
Prime Minister on this day
nine years ago and therefore, the
party wants to ask nine ques-
tions of him. The grand old
party also said it will hold press
conferences in 35 cities over the

next few days to highlight the
“failures” of the Narendra Modi
Government in the last nine
years. The press conferences
have been titled ‘Nau Saal, Nau
Sawaal’ (nine years, nine ques-
tions). Congress chief
spokesman Jairam Ramesh said
at a Press conference that Rahul

Gandhi had raised critical issues
during the Bharat Jodo Yatra
and the nine questions are
based on that. Flanked by party
colleagues Pawan Khera and
Supriya Shrinate, Ramesh said
the booklet is a report card of
the nine years of the Modi
Government and Congress

leaders will hold press confer-
ences in 35 cities across the
country to highlight the “fail-
ures” of the government.
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge took to Twitter and
said, “In last 9 years, the Modi
Government has become a
“Vishwaguru” in snatching away
employment of crores of youths”
and used the hashtag
“#NaakamiKe9Saal” to mark
the occasion.

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi said, “The BJP
built its edifice in 9 years on false
promises and people’s suffering.
Inflation, hatred and unem-
ployment - Prime Minister ji,
take responsibility of these fail-
ures of yours,” Rahul said in a
tweet in Hindi, using the hash-
tag and shared  nine questions
to Prime Minister. 
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Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) is

considering criminal and dis-
ciplinary penal action against
two candidates for allegedly
claiming selection in the civil
services examination, the
results of which were declared
on Tuesday, according to an
official statement. 

The case relates to Aysha
Makrani (from Madhya
Pradesh) and Tushar (from
Haryana) who fraudulently
claimed that they have been
finally recommended by the
Commission in the civil ser-
vices examination 2022 against
two roll numbers of genuinely
recommended candidates, it
said. “The claims of both per-

sons are fake. They have forged
the documents in their favour
to buttress their claims,” said
the statement issued on Friday. 

By doing so, both Makrani
and Tushar have acted in con-
travention of the provisions of
the Rules of the Civil Services
Examination, 2022 notified by
the government of India
(Department of Personnel and
Training), it said.

Therefore, in accordance
with the provisions of the
Examination Rules, the UPSC
is contemplating both criminal
as well as disciplinary penal
action against the two candi-
dates for their fraudulent acts,
the statement said.“The system
of the UPSC is robust as well as
foolproof and such errors are
not possible,” it added.  The

UPSC conducts civil services
examination annually in three
stages — preliminary, main
and interview — to select offi-
cers of Indian Administrative
Service (IAS), Indian Foreign
Service (IFS) and Indian Police
Service (IPS), among others

Sharing details, the
Commission said Aysha
Makrani, daughter of
Salimmuddin Makrani, who is
claiming her final recommen-
dation by the UPSC, is found
to have forged documents in
her favour. Her actual roll
number is 7805064. She
appeared in preliminary exam-
ination held on June 5th, 2022
and scored only 22.22 marks in
General Studies Paper-I and
21.09 marks in General Studies
Paper-II, it said.
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India and the US will review
the entire spectrum of their

bilateral Defence ties and
explore possibilities of jointly
manufacturing state-of-the-art
weapons during talks between
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
and his counterpart Lloyd
Austin next week in New Delhi.

Incidentally, the visit on
June 4-5 comes weeks ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s state visit to the US on
June 23.  

He is likely to discuss vari-
ous aspects of defence related
issues including access to cutting
edge technology from the US
during his talks with US
President Joe Biden. German
Defence Minister Boris Pistorius
is scheduled to arrive in India on
June 6 to hold talks with

Rajnath. This visit underscores
Germany’s keen interest in
deepening its defence co-oper-
ation with India, an emerging
global power.

Announcing Defence
Secterary Austin’s visit to New
Delhi, the Pentagon said late
Thursday, “this visit provides an
opportunity to accelerate new
defense innovation and indus-
trial cooperation initiatives and
drive ongoing efforts to expand
operational cooperation
between the US and Indian mil-
itaries.” the Pentagon

said.Austin will also meet other
leaders in the Indian capital as
the United States and India
continue to modernise the US-
India Major Defense
Partnership, the Pentagon said.
Austin will also visit Japan,
Singapore and France next
week. 

Austin will begin his trip
from Japan, as part of his sev-
enth official visit to the Indo-
Pacific region. In Tokyo, he
plans to meet with Japanese
Defense Minister Yasukasu
Hamada and other senior lead-

ers and also visit the US troops
stationed in Japan, it said. The
visit also comes as the United
States and Japan take important
strides to modernise alliance
capabilities, optimise US force
posture, and build links with
like-minded partners following
the historic US-Japan “2+2”
ministerial meeting earlier this
year, the Pentagon said. 

From there, Austin will
travel to Singapore where he will
deliver plenary remarks at the
International Institute for
Strategic Studies (IISS) 20th
Shangri-La Dialogue.  On the
margins of the Dialogue, the
secretary will meet with key
leaders to advance US defense
partnerships across the region
in support of the shared vision
for a free and open Indo-Pacific,
anchored in ASEAN centrality.
After Singapore, Austin will
visit New Delhi and then con-

clude his trip in France to par-
ticipate in events commemo-
rating the 79th anniversary of
D-Day, and meet with French
and United Kingdom defense
leaders, it added. 

Meanwhile, ahead of Prime
Minister Modi’s state visit to US,
officials of both countries have
intensified their discussions on
co-producing jet engines, long-
range artillery and infantry
vehicles under the Initiative on
Critical and Emerging
Technologies (iCET).

At a meeting with Indian
Defence Secretary Giridhar
Aramane at Pentagon last week,
US Deputy Defense Secretary
Kathleen Hicks termed pro-
posals to co-produce jet engines,
long-range artillery and infantry
vehicles under iCET “unprece-
dented opportunities” to
strengthen ties between defence
sectors of two nations.
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If long-term running contin-
ues to be the part of your

exercise even as you are in your
mid-age, in all likelihood you
will not face age-related mem-
ory problems, so say a team of
researchers.

They reached the conclu-
sion after studying the effects
of long-term running on a
network of new hippocampal
neurons generated in young
adult mice, at middle age. 

More than six months after
tagging the adult-born neurons
with a fluorescent reporter
vector, they identified and
quantified the direct afferent
inputs to these adult-born neu-
rons within the hippocampus
and (sub)cortical areas, when
the mice were middle-aged.
“The long-term running as

part of exercise in middle age
helps in wiring ‘old’ new neu-
rons born in early adulthood,
or adult-born neurons, into a
network relevant to the main-
tenance of episodic memory
encoding during aging,” they
said.

Episodic memory is a type
of long-term memory involv-
ing conscious recollection of
previous experiences together
with their context in terms of
time, place and associated emo-
tions. Published in the journal
eNeuro, the researchers from
Florida Atlantic University
(FAU), US, and Center for

Research and Advanced Studies
(CINVESTAV), Mexico, said
the study provided novel
insight into the benefits of
exercise and that it should
motivate adults to keep moving
throughout their lifetime, espe-
cially during middle age. 

Deficits in cognitive abili-
ty linked with aging are asso-
ciated with reduced hip-
pocampal volume. The hip-
pocampus and adjacent cor-
tices are brain areas essential
for learning and memory.

Aging-related memory
function decline is also associ-
ated with the degradation of
synaptic (junction between two
neurons) inputs from the
perirhinal and entorhinal cor-
tex onto the hippocampus,
brain areas that are essential for
pattern separation, and con-
textual and spatial memory.
Along with significantly

increasing these adult-born
neurons, long-term running
was found to enhance the
recruitment of presynaptic
(sub)-cortical cells to their net-
work. That is, running not
only rescued perirhinal con-
nectivity but also increased
and altered the contribution of
the entorhinal cortices to the
network of old adult-born neu-
rons.

“Long-term exercise pro-
foundly benefits the aging brain
and may prevent aging-related
memory function decline by
increasing the survival and
modifying the network of the
adult-born neurons born dur-
ing early adulthood, and there-
by facilitating their participa-
tion in cognitive processes,”
said Henriette van Praag, cor-
responding author, an associ-
ate professor of biomedical
science in FAU.
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After examining nearly
10,000 patients, most of

whom had Covid-19,
researchers have outlined 12
symptoms including post-exer-
tional malaise, fatigue, brain
fog, dizziness, gastrointestinal
symptoms, heart palpitations,
issues with sexual desire or
capacity and loss of smell or
taste that can affect nearly
every tissue and organ in the
body  and the unvaccinated
were more likely to have long
Covid.  

The findings are published
in the Journal of the American
Medical Association (JAMA).
The research team also found
that long Covid was more
common and severe in study
participants infected before
the 2021 Omicron variant. The

study, coordinated through
Researching Covid to Enhance
Recovery (RECOVER) initia-
tive of National Institutes of
Health (NIH), US, examined
data from 9,764 adults, includ-
ing 8,646 who had Covid-19
and 1,118 who did not have
Covid-19.

Based on patient-reported
symptoms, the researchers
established a scoring system.
They gave each patient a score
based on symptom combina-
tions after assigning points to
each of the 12 symptoms. Thus,

they identified a meaningful
threshold for identifying par-
ticipants with long Covid. They
also found that certain symp-
toms occurred together and
defined four subgroups or
“clusters” with a range of
impacts on health. 

In addition to establishing
the scoring system, the
researchers found that partic-
ipants who were unvaccinated
or who had Covid-19 before
the Omicron strain emerged in
2021 were more likely to have
long Covid and more severe
cases of long Covid.

Based on a subset of 2,231
patients in this analysis who
had a first Covid-19 infection
on or after Dec. 1, 2021, when
the Omicron variant was cir-
culating, about 10 per cent
experienced long-term symp-
toms or long COVID after six
months. Further, reinfections

were also linked to higher long
COVID frequency and sever-
ity, compared to people who
only had Covid-19 once. 

“This study is an important
step toward defining long
Covid beyond any one indi-
vidual symptom,” said study
author Leora Horwitz, director
of the Center for Healthcare
Innovation and Delivery
Science, US, and co-principal
investigator for the RECOVER
Clinical Science Core, at NYU
Langone Health, US. 

“This approach, which may
evolve over time, will serve as
a foundation for scientific dis-
covery and treatment design.
The researchers explained that
studying the underlying bio-
logical mechanisms of long
Covid is central to advancing
informed interventions and
identifying effective treatment
strategies. 
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The dust raised by ‘The Kerala Story’
had hardly settled down when a new

controversy erupted in Bengal, this time
over a new film, ‘The Diary of West
Bengal’.

The BJP has strongly criticized the
Trinamool Congress Government for
the Kolkata Police action of serving a
notice to the film’s director Sanoj
Mishra.

Criticising the State Government
for trying to control free speech, BJP
national vice-president Dilip Ghosh on
Friday said that the ruling outfit was
“afraid of everything and the notice
served on the film’sdirector is a mark of
that fear.”

He said, “I have no idea of the facts
and neither do I know anything about
the film … but from whatever I have
heard it seems that the State
Government has become unnecessari-
ly afraid of the developments …if the
TMC has nothing to do with what the
film says then there is nothing to be
afraid of.”

Alleging that in its fear of losing
power the TMC Government was try-
ing to control free speech, Ghosh said,
“The Government cannot suppress the

fundamental right of people … every-
one has a right to express and in case
of films there is censor board and sim-
ilar regulating authorities … So I do not
understand how the police came into
the picture … why have the police serve
notice on film directors.”

He recalled how the State
Government had “received a rap on its
knuckles from the Supreme Court after
banning ‘The Kerala Story’ in 
Bengal.”

Acting on an alleged complaint —
based apparently on the trailer of the
film — lodged by an individual the
Amherst Street Police Station had ear-
lier issued notice of appearance to Sanoj
Mishra the director of the film. 

The director however, on Friday
made it clear that he had no intention
to bring Bengal to disrepute. Speaking
about the notice allegedly served on his
reported act of trying to defame the
State Mishra on Friday “my intention is

not to malign the image of the State. We
have shown only facts in the film
which are well-researched.”

Meanwhile, though the TMC would
not react officially to the controversy,
a senior leader from North Kolkata of
which Amherst Street Police Station is
a part said, “the single-point agenda of
the BJP is to provoke communal divide
and tension in the country by getting
its agents to write books or produce
communally angled films.
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Though the cacophony of
electioneering and victory

parades have come to an end
with the high-decibel swearing
in of Siddaramiah as Chief
Minister and D K Shivakumar
as his deputy, the Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Committee
continues to be in a mission
mode. Though the Lok Sabha
election is expected only in the
months of March-April 2024, it
has not deterred Shivakumar,
who holds the additional post
of KPCC president, from his
hectic schedule. He is on a mis-
sion to make a clean sweep of
all the 28 seats at stake in the
State to establish his command
over the party.

The report going round
Karnataka is that Shivakumar
would be elevated as the Chief
Minister after 30 months of
rule by Siddaramaiah. This is
the formula which has been

worked out by the Congress
High Command to placate
Shivakumar who was the fron-
trunner along with
Siddaramaiah for the post of
chief minister. 

Both Shivakumar and
Siddaramaiah refuse to tell
anything about the arrange-
ment though minister M B
Patil courted controversy on
Wednesday by blatantly ruling
out any change of leadership for
the next five years.

Shivakumar has been asked
to lead the Congress till the Lok
Sabha election and this is being
seen as the confidence he
enjoys with the High
Command. The fact that he has
not lowered the guards is proof
of his single point pursuit to
win Karnataka and hand it over
to the national leadership.
Sources close to Shivakumar
told The Pioneer that the war
room in his office in the
Pradesh Congress Committee
Office is functional round the
clock as his close aides are fil-
tering and analyzing the short-
comings faced during the
assembly poll. Shivakumar is
personally overseeing the
records of past Lok Sabha polls
and method of voting in the
constituencies.
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Karnataka Minister K H
Muniyappa on Friday said

the Cabinet expansion will
take place on Saturday after-
noon and the portfolios would
also be allotted by evening.

Muniyappa also said bar-
ring four or five ministerial
posts, rest would be filled up
in the same day. 

According to the Minister,
the Cabinet would be a mix of
seniors and young people.

“Tomorrow, the Cabinet
expansion will take place.
Time has also been fixed. It
would be tomorrow after-
noon. Most of the posts would
be filled,” Muniyappa told
reporters after returning from
New Delhi.

To a question on how
many ministerial posts would
be filled, he said, “Barring four
or five, rest all would be filled
up.”
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Citing the article, Puri said, “Vividly
describes Hindu (customs and traditions)
followed on eve of independence. The
#Sengol they insult now was received with
Hindu rituals by PM Nehru. Now
hypocrisy is on full display— attempts
being made to paint it in different colours
— motives ascribed, crocodile tears shed!.”

Slamming Jairam Ramesh,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Pralhad
Joshi alleged that the Congress party has
a habit of denigrating “Bharatya” value and
culture.

“Today when the world is taking note
of Bharat’s rich traditions, the Congress
party is trying to find new ways to insult
Bharat and its heritage. The Congress party
still seems to be in a colonial hangover.”

The Opposition parties contend that
President Droupadi Murmu should do the
honours as she is not only the Head of
State, but also an integral part of
Parliament as she summons, prorogues,
and addresses the institution.

The signatories to the joint statement
by eminent citizens slamming the oppo-
sition boycott included ex-NIA director YC
Modi, former IAS officers RD Kapoor,
Gopal Krishna and Samirendra Chatterjee,
and Lingaya University Vice Chancellor
Anil Roy Dubey.

The Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
hit out at the at the Centre for not invit-
ing President Murmu for the inauguration
event and alleged that Prime Minister
Modi considers the new complex his
“estate” as he feels that it has been creat-
ed by him.

Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) leader
Chirag Paswan wrote to Prime Minister
Modi extending his wishes for the inau-
guration of the new Parliament building
and slammed the opposition parties for
their boycott decision.

Former Lok Sabha Speaker and senior
BJP leader Sumitra Mahajan said
Parliament is a temple of democracy and
partisan politics should not be played over
the institution.

	 /�4	%���%�� %4)@9
$4*9$��	$����9$	�*

The sprawling edifice covering an area
of nearly six acres and its creamy sandstone
colonnade, is one of the most distinctive
parliament buildings anywhere in the
world, and one of the most defining and
widely-recognised structures.

The last legislative sitting in it before
the inauguration was the Budget session
of Parliament which concluded in April.

Over the decades, as India evolved into
the nation it is today, Parliament House has
been witness to many a moment in histo-
ry from cerebral debates to high-decibel,
raucous discussions and the passing of leg-
islations — some landmark and others
controversial.

The multi-chequered history of the old
Parliament building will now be frozen in
time.

The odyssey of the old Parliament
building is also the journey of the new cap-
ital of India built under the rule of the then
monarch King George V, later christened
New Delhi by him in 1926, less than a
month before the inauguration of the cir-
cular landmark.

It was conceived by the British in 1920s
after the imperial capital was shifted from
Calcutta to Delhi. Lutyens and Baker gave
shape to the new imperial capital, with the
Viceroy’s House (now Rashtrapati Bhavan)
and the North Block and South Block as
the centrepiece of ‘New Delhi’.

Lord Irwin inaugurated the Parliament
building in 1927, and four years later led
the inauguration ceremony of “New Delhi”
which started on February 10 and lasted
about a week.

A viceroy in India was the represen-
tative of the British Crown in the country,
and Lord Irwin was the first to occupy the

Viceroy’s House built atop the Raisina Hill.
After India turned a Republic in 1950, it
became known as the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
the abode of the President of India.

Till the Council House or Parliament
House as it is known today, was built, the
legislature was housed in the iconic Old
Secretariat building of the government,
which today is home to the Delhi
Assembly.

In 2006, the Parliament Museum was
added to showcase the 2,500 years of rich
democratic heritage of India. 

Once the new Parliament building,
part of the redevelopment of Central Vista,
is inaugurated, India will in many ways,
turn a page, since the opening of the old
Parliament in 1927.

“Today, you meet for the first time in
your new and permanent home in Delhi,”
Viceroy Lord Irwin had said, addressing
the first session of the third legislative
assembly on January 24, 1927.
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Photos showed the AAP leader on
oxygen support. Jain was claimed to have
lost 30 kg while lodged in jail since his
arrest by the Enforcement Directorate in
connection with a money laundering case
in May last year.

Jain has been given bail till July 11 and
has been warned against influencing wit-
nesses, tampering evidence or leaving
Delhi within that period. 

The court will hear this matter next on
July 10, when the Aam Aadmi Party
leader’s latest medical reports will be
submitted. 

A vacation bench of Justices JK
Maheshwari and PS Narasimha allowed
Jain, 58, to undergo treatment in a hospi-
tal of his choice and asked him to produce
medical records by July 10.  “After hear-
ing learned counsel for the parties, at pre-
sent there is no reason to disbelieve the
Report of GB Pant Institute of Post
Graduate Medical Education and Research.
We think it appropriate that the citizen is
having a right to take treatment of his
choice, at his own expenses, in a private
hospital.

“Therefore, we deem it appropriate to
release the petitioner on interim bail on
medical grounds for a limited period of six
weeks,” the bench said.  

The SC said during the period when
he is on interim bail, all relevant treatment
papers and documents related to prog-
noses shall be produced before the apex
court. It also asked Jain to stay away from
media, including social media.

“The petitioner (Jain) shall refrain
himself to appear before print or electronic
media or any social media platform to give
any statement on any issue during the
interim bail,” the bench said in its order. 

It listed the matter for further hearing
on July 10.   Senior advocate Abhishek
Singhvi, appearing for Jain, said the for-
mer Minister is suffering from a spine
problem, has lost 35 kg weight and has vir-
tually turned into a skeleton.  He placed
on record the medical reports of Jain issued
by the GB Pant Institute of Post Graduate
Medical Education and Research, New
Delhi, dated May 4, 2023.  Singhvi said the
hospital is the mandatory referral hospi-
tal for Tihar jail and its report cannot be
refuted.

Additional Solicitor General SV Raju,
appearing for the ED, sought Jain’s exam-
ination by a panel of doctors at the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) or Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital
here. If medical reports suggest treatment,
the probe agency will not oppose it, he said.

He submitted that Jain had moved
petitions for bail on medical grounds in the
case earlier as well, but the pleas were with-
drawn as the agency sought his examina-
tion by a medical board of AIIMS or RML
hospital.

“He was Health Minister and jail

Minister of Delhi. He needs to be exam-
ined at a hospital that was not under him,”
Raju said, claiming earlier medical reports
prepared by hospitals were found to be
fake.  The bench said it is considering
enlarging Jain on medical bail but would
look into his examination by doctors of
either AIIMS or RML hospital on the next
date of hearing.
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He said in a positive Indian Ocean
Dipole (IOD) year, monsoon rainfall is
compensated. 

“It is El Nino and positive IOD this
year...we are expecting the impact of El
Nino in central India to be compensated
by positive IOD. But that may not happen
in the case of northwest India.”

In view of the above, the IMD has
retained its forecast for a normal monsoon
season for the country, barring the north-
western region, which includes Rajasthan.
Haryana and Punjab, considered as the
granaries of India.

The weather office said rainfall dur-
ing the June-September period is likely to
be 96 per cent of the long-term average,
with an error margin of four per cent of
the long period average.

Below-normal rainfall in northwest
India is expected to impact agriculture.
“We recommend a regional plan based on
our forecast. Our extended-range forecast
and the short-range forecast will also help
them plan. We are also issuing advisories
for farmers. We are regularly briefing all
ministries on the outlook,” he said.

Monsoon is critical for India’s econo-
my as 51 per cent of India’s farmed area,
accounting for 40 per cent of production,
is rain-fed. With 47 per cent of the coun-
try’s population dependent on agriculture
for their livelihood, a bountiful monsoon
has a direct correlation with a healthy rural
economy.

The IMD also said southwest mon-
soon over the ‘monsoon convergence
zone’, or the rainfed-regions of India, is
expected to be normal at 96-106 per cent
of the LPA.     In April, the IMD had fore-
cast a normal monsoon with the country
expected to witness 96 per cent rains of the
long-term average, with an error margin
of five per cent of the long period average.

In June, below normal monthly rain-
fall is expected over most parts of the coun-
try except some areas of south peninsular
India, northwest India, extreme north
India and some isolated pockets of north-
east India, where above normal rainfall is
expected.   In June, above-normal month-
ly maximum temperatures are likely over
most parts of the country, except for the
extreme north and some parts of the
southern peninsular India, where below-
normal and normal temperatures respec-
tively are likely.
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The bench said it will stay the impo-
sition of cost and will hear in July
Banerjee’s plea against the high court’s May
18 order dismissing a petition filed by him
seeking recall of a previous order of the
high court which said probe agencies such
as the CBI and ED could interrogate him
in the case.

“Re-list in the week commencing July
10. Till the next date of listing, the impo-
sition of the cost part by the impugned
order shall remain stayed,” the bench said.

Senior advocate Abhishek Singhvi,
appearing for Banerjee, referred to the high
court order, and said there were “errors
apparent” in it.

“We are not doing anything, we are
only issuing notice and asking for

response,” the bench observed, adding that
it will post the matter for hearing after the
vacation. PTI
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Further, Brende highlighted that India
has more of a broad ecosystem of startups
than in any other developing country and
that is growing. This is something that
other countries can also be inspired by, he
added.

Geneva-headquartered WEF is an
international organisation for public pri-
vate cooperation, and is known for its
annual Davos meeting, often described as
the biggest congregation of the global elite.
The Forum engages the foremost political,
business, cultural and other leaders of soci-
ety to shape global, regional and industry
agendas.

This year, WEF expects almost 6 per
cent economic growth for India and will
be the highest growth for any big
economies of the world, he said. “We, at
WEF, see the growth path forward for
India that is also strong... Overall, I am
optimistic, provided there are no external
factors that will influence negatively. We
have no time for wars, conflicts and we
have no time to be complacent,” he said.
Earlier this month, the United Nations in
a report said that India’s economy -- the
largest in the South Asia region -- is expect-
ed to expand by 5.8 per cent in 2023 and
6.7 per cent in 2024 (calendar year basis),
supported by resilient domestic demand.
However, higher interest rates and weak-
er external demand will continue to weigh
on investment and exports in 2023, it had
said in the World Economic Situation and
Prospects Mid-Year Update.

On what India needs to do in the
short-term, Brende said the country is
already seeing and capitalising on the yield
from the reforms that have taken place.
“That should be the inspiration to continue
with the reform agenda. Investing more in
infrastructure, connecting different regions
even better and India needs more invest-
ment in education, upskilling, reskilling
and right skilling in the years to come,” he
said. Brende, also a former Norwegian
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Trade and
Industry, highlighted that during the
coronavirus pandemic, India did some-
thing very right. “Some countries over-
spent on stimulus, that there is no ammu-
nition left. India was not in debt itself, of
course, it came up with stimulus but Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was able to hold
back whereas some countries are in debt
trap,” he noted. 

4%�7��5�$9�'874$��8'
�84�/%99/84$��84�.79$
!�*�%49

Rahul is scheduled to visit the United
States in the first week of June during
which he will attend meetings and inter-
act with university students.

He is slated to visit Washington DC,
New York and San Francisco. The
Congress leader will likely address Indian
Americans meet lawmakers at the US
Capitol, and interact with members of
think tanks, Wall Street executives and uni-
versity students during his stay.  

The magisterial court, in the forenoon,
reserved its order on Gandhi’s plea for
grant of NOC after hearing submissions
of his lawyers and Swamy, who is the com-
plainant in the National Herald case. 

Swamy who was assisted by Advocates
Satya Sabharwal and Vishesh Kanodia
opposed the application, saying it was
“devoid of any merit” and insisted the pass-
port should be issued only for one year and
renewed every year thereafter.   “It is a spe-
cial case. The passport should not be issued
for 10 years. It seems wrong,” he said, and
claimed Rahul’s Indian citizenship was
under question. He alleged Rahul is a

British citizen.
Rahul’s advocate Tarannum Cheema

contested Swamy’s claim and said two peti-
tions asking for initiating criminal pro-
ceedings against the Congress leader on the
citizenship issue have already been dis-
missed by higher courts.  

Swamy has accused Sonia and Rhaul
of  cheating and misappropriation of
funds in acquiring ownership of the now-
defunct daily newspaper National Herald.   

Swamy objected the issuance of new
passport to Rahul, saying that if Rahul is
allowed to travel abroad, it may hamper the
probe in the National Herald case. Swamy
also argued that the court must hear the
opinion of Union Home Ministry as it had
issued notice to Rahul for illegally hold-
ing British citizenship. 

The court called Swamy after Rahul
filed the petition seeking no-objection for
getting ordinary passport. Earlier day
Rahul’s counsel said there are no criminal
cases pending against him and therefore,
he can be granted a no-objection certifi-
cate. However, the court opined that
Swamy has the right to file a reply to
Rahul’s plea. 

The Enforcement Directorate is also
probing the money laundering angle in
National Herald case.  Meanwhile, Union
Home Ministry in April 2019 issued
notice to Rahul for holding a British pass-
port illegally on Swamy’s complaint.
Swamy in his complaint to Home Ministry
and other agencies produced documents
of a British company, where Rahul is a
director declaring himself as British citi-
zen with London residential address.
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India’s Permanent Representative at the
UN Ambassador Ruchira Kamboj received
the medal from the Secretary-General.

Later at a traditional reception host-
ed by the Permanent Mission of India on
Peacekeepers Day, Kamboj said, “We are
collectively working towards installing a
Peacekeeping Memorial Wall with all
names inscribed of our fallen heroes.”

She called on UN Member States to
collectively join in co-sponsoring the res-
olution for the memorial wall that is
expected to be put up for adoption in the
General Assembly soon.

“In essence, the idea is to set up a
memorial wall in a prominent location at
the United Nations headquarters with the
names of all the fallen heroes, and I do
believe very honestly, that this is the very
least that we can do for them as we salute
them today.”

The Secretary General’s Chef de
Cabinet Courtenay Rattray said at the
reception that “we welcome India’s initia-
tive to honour fallen peacekeepers through
the establishment of a memorial wall. We
call on all Member States to support this
worthy idea.” Under-Secretary-General
for Peace Operations Jean-Pierre Lacroix
expressed appreciation and support for
India’s initiative to honour the fallen
peacekeepers through the establishment of
the memorial wall.

“In addition to our collective remem-
bering of the fallen heroes, we will also
continue our efforts to enhance the safe-
ty and security of peacekeepers,” he said.

Kamboj added that despite all doubts
and uncertainties, “we believe in UN
peacekeeping and that UN peacekeeping
has made this world a less violent and a
more stable place.”

Kamboj, during remarks to the UN
Security Council (UNSC) meeting on
Peacekeeping Operations in September last
year, had reiterated that the least the UN
system needed to do was to ensure that the
proposed memorial wall at UN head-
quarters in memory of the fallen peace-
keepers is installed urgently and in a vis-
ibly prominent location at the headquar-
ters. India stood ready to contribute,
including financially, towards this noble

endeavour, she had said.
In 2015, the Permanent Mission of

India to the UN launched a virtual memo-
rial wall, dedicated to the Indian troops
who gave their lives while doing active ser-
vice as UN peacekeepers. The wall of hon-
our included details of 161 Indian peace-
keepers who had made the supreme sac-
rifice in 16 UN Peacekeeping Missions in
the years up to 2015.

The initiative was a precursor to the
eventual construction of a UN
Peacekeepers Memorial Wall on the UN
headquarters premises. India had proposed
the construction of the memorial wall as
an appropriate way to commemorate all
the troops from member states of the
United Nations who had given their lives
while on duty under the Blue Flag of the
United Nations.

Rattray said the UN remembers with
gratitude the more than 4,200 peacekeep-
ers who have lost their lives in the service
of peace since 1948.

He said India’s contribution to peace-
keeping has been amongst the largest since
the inception of UN peacekeeping. He
noted that over 200,000 Indian men and
women have served in 49 peacekeeping
missions in the last seven decades.

He added India is not alone in its sup-
port of UN peacekeeping and expressed
gratitude to all countries “whose citizens
step up to answer the call to peace around
the world.

He added that strengthening the UN’s
support of peacekeepers is a central part
of the Secretary General’s action for the
peacekeeping plan initiative.

“It includes enhanced accountability
for acts of violence against peacekeepers,”
he said adding that the Security Council
resolution 2589, adopted in August 2021
under India’s Presidency of the Council,
“was the first Council resolution specifi-
cally devoted to this imperative of better
accountability for crimes against peace-
keepers.”

Lacroix paid special tribute to peace-
keepers from India, “certainly one of the
biggest troop and police-contributing
countries with more than 200,000 peace-
keepers having served since the inception
of peacekeeping.”

Under Secretary General, Department
of Operational Support Atul Khare high-
lighted the contributions made by India to
peacekeeping efforts over the last few years.

“India has contributed to the work of
my department in many important areas,
such as improving the United Nations
peacekeeping missions’ medical support
systems, including the vaccination doses
against coronavirus, support to enhancing
intensive care capacities in our missions”
as well as the phase one rollout of UNITE
AWARE, a technology platform launched
by India in collaboration with the UN dur-
ing its August 2021 presidency of the
Security Council aimed at ensuring the
safety and security of peacekeepers.

Khare also expressed gratitude for the
“support that we have received from India
for the peace and security operation in
Somalia”, its contributions to the trust fund
for the African Union Transition Mission
in Somalia (ATMIS) and for being an
“active member” of the Group of Friends
for leading on environmental management
in the field (LEAF), for demonstrating a
commitment to better environmental
management. Khare noted that India’s con-
tribution to green energy, the Gandhi Solar
Park installed at the UN headquarters in
2019 “are all measures which we deeply
appreciate.”

He also acknowledged “the good
work” of nearly 28 nationals from India in
his department and 14 in the Office of
Information and Communication
Technology, “who do great work.”

This year marks the 75th anniversary
of UN Peacekeeping and the theme for this
year’s observance, ‘Peace Begins with Me’,
recognises the contribution and efforts of
UN peacekeepers alongside many partners
including communities to secure peace and
progress.
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Unfazed after being placed
on the no-fly list, Pakistan’s

former prime minister Imran
Khan on Friday took a swipe at
the top leaders of the ruling
coalition, saying he has no
plans to travel overseas as he
neither owns properties nor has
any businesses abroad. Khan,
his wife Bushra Bibi and other
leaders and former assembly
members of his Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party
were reportedly barred from
leaving the country on
Thursday.

Taking to Twitter, Khan
wrote: “I want to thank the gov-
ernment for putting my name
on the ECL as I have no plans
to travel abroad, because I nei-
ther have any properties or
businesses abroad nor even a
bank account outside the coun-
try.”“If and when I do get an
opportunity for a holiday, it will
be in our northern mountains,
my favourite place on earth,” he
said. The Exit Control List
(ECL) is maintained by the

interior ministry and deals
with individuals who are not
allowed to leave the country
due to pending court cases or
for other reasons.

Earlier, the Samaa News
channel reported on Thursday
that the Pakistan government
had barred Khan, his wife and
at least 80 people from leaving
the country.

“The federal government
has decided to add the names
of 80 people, including  PTI
Chairman Imran Khan and his
wife Bushra Bibi, to the no-fly
list,” the report said.

Top leaders of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) including the party’s supre-
mo Nawaz Sharif are accused
of amassing huge wealth in
country’s like the UK.

Sharif was sentenced to 10
years of rigorous imprison-
ment by an anti-graft court in
one of the three corruption
cases against him in the
Panama Papers scandal in
2018.

During the trial, the
National Accountability Bureau

(NAB) had presented around
21 witnessed to prove that
Sharif family cannot justify
the money trail to buy four
apartments in Avenfield House,
Park Lane, London. It is alleged
that the properties were bought
with graft money in 1990s
when he served twice as the
prime minister.

Sharif, however, has reject-
ed any wrongdoing and insist-
ed they were bought with the
legitimate money.

Khan, 70, and several top
leaders of his party are facing
cases in connection with the
violence that erupted after the
PTI chief ’s arrest on May 9 in
a corruption case.

On May 9, violent protests
erupted after paramilitary
Rangers arrested Khan from
the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) premises. His party
workers vandalised a dozen
military installations, including
the Lahore Corps
Commander’s House, the
Mianwali airbase and the ISI
building in Faisalabad in
response to Khan’s arrest.
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Islamabad (PTI): Firdous
Ashiq Awan resigned from
Imran Khan’s party on Friday
over the recent violent and “ter-
rorist activities” and said the
former prime minister and
Pakistan cannot go together,
becoming the latest senior
leader to quit the opposition
party.

Awan, 53, served as Special
Assistant to the Prime Minister
on Information and
Broadcasting from 2019 to
2020.

She is the latest politician
who resigned from Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party.Awan, the former Federal
Minister for Population
Welfare, said she was parting
ways with the PTI over the
party’s “violent and terrorist
activities”.
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Pope Francis skipped meet-
ings on Friday because he

was running a fever after a par-
ticularly busy day, the Vatican
said. The Vatican No. 2,
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, said
Francis was tired and attributed
the fever to the fact that Francis
had greeted, one by one, a par-
ticularly big crowd of his school
foundation on Thursday after-
noon.

“He wanted to greet all of
them and probably at a certain
point lost his resistance,”
Parolin was quoted as saying by
the LaPresse news agency.

The last time Francis
spiked a serious fever, in
March, the 86-year-old pontiff
was rushed to the hospital
where he was diagnosed with
acute bronchitis.

He received intravenous
antibiotics and was released
three days later.
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Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan’s
Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah
on Friday said that only 33 sus-
pects have been handed over to
authorities so far to be tried by
military courts for their alleged
involvement in the attacks on
sensitive defence installations
during the May 9 protests fol-
lowing the arrest of former
prime minister Imran Khan.
Thousands of supporters of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party ransacked and set ablaze
military and civilian buildings
after party chief Khan was
arrested from the Islamabad
High Court in a case of alleged
corruption, following which a
crackdown was launched to
arrest and punish the perpetra-
tors.

Amidst criticism from local
and international rights groups,
Pakistan started the legal process

to prosecute those involved in
the violence under military and
civilian laws. Sanaullah, at a press
conference, provided details
about the number of people
arrested and handed over to the
military for trial under the strin-
gent military regulations for
attacking the Army’s facilities.

“So far, only 19 accused have
been handed over to the military
courts or military officials in
Punjab and 14 in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa,” he said.

The minister said that police
registered 499 First Information
Reports (FIRs) at various police
stations, and only six of them,
including two in Punjab and
four in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) provinces, are being
processed for a possible trial in
the military courts.

“But an atmosphere is being
created as if all are being tried in

military courts,” he said.
Asserting that only those
involved in attacks on military
installations would be tried
under military laws, Sanaullah
said that no innocent person
would be harmed.

He clarified that military
officials would investigate the
cases but would not start pros-
ecution until it was determined
where the Army Act or the
Official Secrets Act would be
applicable. Details of the FIRs, he
said 88 cases were registered
under the Anti-Terrorism Act
and the remaining 411 under
other charges, like vandalism,
arson or interfering in state
matters. Sanaullah added that
around 3,950 people were arrest-
ed in cases registered under ter-
rorism charges, including 2,588
in Punjab and almost 1,100 in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
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London (AP): Credit Suisse
owes former Georgian Prime
Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili
hundreds of millions of dollars
for failing to protect the bil-
lionaire’s money held in a trust
pilfered by a manager, a
Singapore court ruled Friday,
the latest scandal for the Swiss
bank whose yearslong prob-
lems forced its takeover by a
rival.

Ivanishvili in 2004 put
more than USD 1.1 billion into
a trust overseen by the bank’s
Singapore subsidiary, Credit
Suisse Trust Limited, and the
employee managing the trust
“misappropriated many mil-
lions of dollars” over nine
years before being caught and
sent to prison, the Singapore
International Commercial
Court said. Bidzina, who
amassed a fortune in Russia as
a businessman before serving
as Georgia’s prime minister
from 2012 to 2013, sued the
Swiss bank for about USD 1.2

billion, saying it failed to prop-
erly administer the trust and
keep its assets safe.

“The judgment published
today is wrong and poses very
significant legal issues,” Credit
Suisse said in a written state-
ment. 

“Credit Suisse Trust
Limited intends to vigorously
pursue an appeal.” 

The bank has previously
acknowledged that it did not
take reasonable steps to protect
the trust’s assets as of the end
of 2008 and agreed to pay more
than USD 79.4 million last year
in a settlement.

“The defendant is liable to
compensate the plaintiffs for
their loss,” which has been cal-
culated at USD 926 million,
minus the amount of the set-
tlement, Judge Patricia Bergin
said in a ruling.

She added that any payout
in a related case in Bermuda
must be reduced so there isn’t
“double recovery.” 
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Tokyo (AP): A strong earth-
quake shook Tokyo and other
areas of eastern Japan on
Friday, but no tsunami warn-
ing was issued. The magnitude
6.1 quake was centred off the
east coast of Chiba Peninsula at
a depth of 44.5 kilometres, the
US Geological Survey said.
Strong shaking was reported in
Chiba and Ibaraki prefectures,
but the USGS said there was lit-
tle chance of serious damage or
fatalities. Kyodo News service
said no problems were report-
ed at the Tokai No. 2 nuclear
power plant in Ibaraki.

A strong earthquake hit
central Japan on May 5, killing
at least one person and injur-
ing more than 20 others.

Japan is one of the world’s
most earthquake-prone
nations. A massive 2011 quake
in the country’s northeast
caused a devastating tsunami
and nuclear plant meltdown. 
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Britain’s Treasury chief said he
would be prepared to see the

UK economy slip back into
recession if further interest rate
hikes are necessary to bring
down inflation.

With the Bank of England
expected to keep raising rates
following higher-than-antici-
pated inflation figures this week,
Jeremy Hunt said it was neces-
sary to prioritise measures to
slow the pace of price increas-
es.

In an interview with Sky
News that aired on Friday, Hunt
said the “only path to sustainable
growth” is to bring inflation
under control. Asked if he was
comfortable with further rate
hikes even if it could precipitate
a recession, Hunt said, “Yes,
because in the end, inflation is
a source of instability. ... It is not
a trade-off between tackling
inflation and recession.” 

Like other central banks, the

Bank of England has been rais-
ing interest rates aggressively
over the past 18 months or so to
a 15-year high of 4.5 per cent
after inflation spiked sharply,
first because of bottlenecks
caused by the coronavirus pan-
demic and then Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, which caused ener-
gy and food prices to surge. 

Higher borrowing costs are
aimed at making it more expen-
sive for individuals and business-
es to borrow, which dampens
demand in the economy.

“If we want to have prosper-
ity, to grow the economy, to
reduce the risk of recession, we
have to support the Bank of
England in the difficult decisions
that they take,” Hunt said. 

There had been hope that
the bank, whose primary task is
to keep inflation at around 2 per
cent, may pause rate hikes but
the inflation figures this week
raised alarm bells that it will have
to go on tightening monetary

policy.

The consumer prices index
eased to 8.7 per cent in the year
to April from 10.1 per cent in
March, largely because last year’s
energy spike in the wake of the
invasion of Ukraine dropped out
of the annual comparison. 

The decline wasn’t as big as
anticipated, especially as prices
in the wholesale gas market have
been falling for months.

Since then, financial mar-
kets have priced in further rate
hikes from the central bank in
the coming months, possibly up
to 5.5 per cent, bad news for bor-
rowers and those looking to get
a new mortgage. 

“The shock print for infla-
tion this week has very quickly
reset most forecasters’ expecta-
tions of where the peak in the
Bank of England rate will be,”
said Luke Hickmore, invest-
ment director at asset manage-
ment firm abrdn.

#�	�
����
���
����������
�����
�����
��6���

��	� �7-%	

Belgium and Iran conducted
a prisoner exchange Friday

in Oman, with officials saying
Tehran released a Belgian aid
worker in exchange for an
Iranian diplomat convicted of
attempting to bomb a meeting
of exiles in France. The initial
announcement by Oman’s
Foreign Ministry did not iden-
tify the prisoners being
swapped. Later Friday, Belgian
Prime Minister Alexander De
Croo said in a statement that
the aid worker, Olivier
Vandecasteele, had been freed.
Iranian state television later
confirmed that the diplomat,
Assadollah Assadi, was freed as
well.

Oman’s Foreign Ministry
said that “those released were
transferred from Tehran and
Brussels to Muscat today,
Friday, in preparation for their
return to their countries.” 
It added that “the sultanate of
Oman appreciated the high
positive spirit that prevailed in
the talks in Muscat between the
Iranian and Belgian sides, and
their keenness to settle this
humanitarian issue.”

De Croo said
Vandecasteele was transferred
to Oman on Thursday night.
He was received by a team of
Belgian diplomats and military
officials, then was assessed by
doctors.

“Olivier spent 455 days in
prison in Tehran. In unbearable
conditions. Innocent,” De Croo
wrote. “Olivier Vandecasteele’s
return to Belgium is a relief. A
relief for his family, friends and
colleagues.”

Oman has long served as
an interlocutor for the West
with Iran.

In January, Iran sentenced
Vandecasteele to a lengthy
prison term and 74 lashes after
convicting him of espionage in
a closed-door trial. He also was
fined USD 1 million. 

Vandecasteele was arrested
in Iran in February 2022 while
packing up his belongings,
after working with the
Norwegian Refugee Council
and Relief International in the
Islamic Republic from 2015 to
2021, according to Amnesty
International.

His family and the Belgian
government strongly denied
Iran’s claims, made without
offering evidence, that he was
a spy. To make the swap with
the Iran diplomat possible,
Belgium had adopted in March
a controversial prisoner
exchange treaty that was upheld
by the country’s constitution-
al court.

In 2021, Belgium convict-
ed Assadi of masterminding a
thwarted bomb attack against
an exiled Iranian opposition
group in France and sentenced
him to 20 years in prison. 
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Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo and her

Chinese counterpart, Wang
Wentao, expressed concern
Thursday about policies of
each other’s governments fol-
lowing Chinese raids on con-
sulting firms and US curbs on
exports of semiconductor tech-
nology, their governments said.
The two sides announced no
progress in disputes over tech-
nology and security but said
Raimondo and Wang promised
to strengthen exchanges on
trade issues. 

Companies from both
sides have been buffeted by
tighter official controls on trade
in semiconductors and other
activity on security grounds.
Political relations between the
two governments are at their
lowest level in decades follow-
ing disputes over technology,
security, China’s territorial
claims and Beijing’s treatment
of Hong Kong and ethnic

minorities. Raimondo “raised
concerns” about Chinese
actions against US companies
in China, her office said in a
statement. It said they also
discussed the trade and invest-
ment environment and “areas
for potential cooperation” but
gave no details.

Chinese police raided
offices of consultants Bain
&amp; Co. and Capvision and
a due diligence firm, Mintz
Group, following the expansion

of national security and intel-
ligence laws. Authorities have
given no explanation for the
raids.

The raids rattled foreign
companies, which the British
Chamber of Commerce in
China said this week want
“greater clarity” about enforce-
ment. Chinese authorities have
said companies are obliged to
obey the law but have given no
indication whether they see
possible violations.

Wang “expressed key con-
cerns” about U.S. policy on
semiconductors, exports and
trade, his ministry said. It gave
no details.

Chinese leader Xi Jinping
in March accused Washington
of trying to hold back China’s
development after the US gov-
ernment blocked access to
technology to manufacture
advanced processor chips,
hampering the ruling
Communist Party’s efforts to
develop its own semiconductor
producers for smartphones,
artificial intelligence and other
advanced applications.

President Joe Biden has
tightened restrictions imposed
by his predecessor, Donald
Trump, on access to design,
manufacturing and other tech-
nologies that Washington and
its allies say might be used to
improve Chinese weapons at a
time when Beijing is threaten-
ing to attack Taiwan and is
involved in territorial disputes
with other neighbors.
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Princess Sophia Duleep
Singh, the daughter of

Maharaja Duleep Singh – the
last ruler of the Sikh empire –
and the goddaughter of Queen
Victoria, was honoured with a
commemorative Blue Plaque in
London on Friday. The Blue
Plaque scheme, run by the
English Heritage charity, hon-
ours the significance of partic-
ular buildings associated with
historical figures. In memory of
the British-Indian Princess, it
now adorns Faraday House,
which was granted to Sophia
and her sisters as a grace and
favour apartment at Hampton
Court Palace southwest of
London by Queen Victoria.

“As a political journalist, I
thought I knew the story of the
suffragettes, and then I found
this extraordinary woman and
she blew me away,” said Anita
Anand, the author of the biog-
raphy ‘Sophia: Princess,
Suffragette, Revolutionary’.

“As the last princess of the
Sikh Empire, goddaughter of
Queen Victoria, society darling
and fashion icon, a life of com-
fort and celebrity was hers for
the taking, but she chose a
harder path. Using her interna-
tional fame and influence,
putting herself in physical dan-
ger, she fought for the right of
women to vote. Campaigning
with unrelenting ferocity, loy-
alty and selflessness, she moved
the dial,” she said.

Named after another for-
mer resident, the eminent
English physicist Michael
Faraday (1791–1867), Faraday
House was Princess Sophia’s
main residence for over four
decades.

@1��
���
���

�
)
���(:&
�
�����
�A
���	� �8��8�

UK Opposition Leader Sir
Keir Starmer on Friday

said it was time for the India-
UK relationship to be widened
across all critical areas as he set
out the Labour Party’s foreign
policy pitch in the lead up to
the general election expected
next year. Starmer said he sees
huge scope of mutual benefit
from enhancing the bilateral
ties.

According to a statement,
he would be making a keynote
address to open India Global
Forum’s (IGF) annual UK-
India Week summit in London
next month. The address will
mark the first major insight
into the Labour leader’s vision
for the party’s relationship with
India, which went through
some strain over sensitive
issues such as Kashmir under
his predecessor Jeremy Corbyn.

“The time has now come to
look to the future and work on
how we can deepen and widen
our cooperation in critical
areas such as trade and invest-
ment, technology and innova-
tion, climate action, diversity
and inclusion, and healthcare,
the future of work, skills and
education – all areas where I
see huge scope for mutual ben-
efit,” said Starmer.

The IGF UK-India Week,
now in its fifth year, is a five-
day series of events to be held
between June 26 and 30 to
bring together senior politi-
cians, business and thought
leaders from the UK, India
and around the world to focus
on the prospects of strength-
ening India-UK ties across
different sectors. “I believe
it’s timely that Sir Keir will be
opening UK-India Week this
year. We are at a critical junc-
ture, and so his participation
underscores the importance of
the need for a bipartisan
approach to the relationship
with India,” said IGF Founder
and CEO Professor Manoj
Ladwa.
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House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy said on Friday

negotiators “made progress”
on an agreement with the
White House to raise the debt
limit as they race to close out
a deal ahead of a looming
deadline to avert a potential-
ly catastrophic default.

McCarthy told reporters at
the Capitol that there is still
more work to do.

The two sides are narrow-
ing on a two-year agreement
that would curb federal spend-
ing and lift the borrowing
limit ahead of a deadline as
soon as June 1 when Treasury
could run out of money to pay
the nation’s bills.

President Joe Biden and
the Republican speaker hope
to strike a budget compromise
this weekend. Any deal would
need to be a political compro-
mise, with support from both

Democrats and Republicans to
pass the divided Congress.

A person familiar with
the talks said the two sides are
“dug in” on whether or not to
agree to Republican demands
to impose stiffer work require-
ments on people who receive
government food stamps, cash
assistance and health care aid,
some of the most vulnerable
Americans.

Yet both Biden and
McCarthy expressed optimism
heading into the weekend that
the gulf between their posi-
tions could be bridged. A two-
year deal would raise the debt
limit for that time, past the
2024 presidential election.

House Republicans have
pushed the issue to the brink,
displaying risky political
bravado in leaving town for
the Memorial Day holiday.
The US could face an unprece-
dented default as soon as June
1, hurling the global economy

into chaos. In remarks at the
White House on Thursday,
Biden said, “It’s about compet-
ing versions of America.”

“The only way to move
forward is with a bipartisan
agreement,” Biden said on
Thursday. “And I believe we’ll
come to an agreement that
allows us to move forward and
protects the hardworking
Americans of this country.”

Lawmakers are tentative-
ly not expected back at work
until Tuesday, just two days
from the early June deadline
when Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen has said the US could
start running out of cash to
pay its bills and face a federal
default.

Biden will also be away
this weekend, departing on
Friday for the presidential
retreat at Camp David,
Maryland, and Sunday for his
home in Wilmington,
Delaware. The Senate is on

recess and will return after
Memorial Day.

Meanwhile, Fitch Ratings
agency placed the United
States’ AAA credit on “ratings
watch negative,” warning of a
possible downgrade.

Weeks of negotiations
between Republicans and the
White House have failed to
produce a deal — in part
because the Biden administra-
tion resisted negotiating with
McCarthy over the debt limit,
arguing that the country’s full
faith and credit should not be
used as leverage to extract
other partisan priorities.

The White House has
offered to freeze next year’s
2024 spending at current lev-
els and restrict 2025 spending,
but the Republican leader says
that’s not enough.

“We have to spend less
than we spent last year. That
is the starting point,” said
McCarthy.
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Kyiv (AP): Russia’s southern
Belgorod region bordering
Ukraine came under attack on
Friday from Ukrainian artillery
fire, mortar shells and drones,
authorities said, hours after
two drones struck a Russian
city in an area next to the
annexed Crimea Peninsula.

Moscow’s forces, mean-
while, struck a building con-
taining psychology and veteri-
nary clinics in the city of
Dnipro, in central Ukraine,
killing two people and wound-
ing 30, including two chil-
dren, Ukrainian officials said.

Video released by region-
al Gov Serhiy Lysak showed fire
engulfing the three-story build-
ing that appeared almost
destroyed, with only parts of a
wall standing, as firefighters
battled the flames.

A Russian S-300 missile hit
a dam in the Karlivka district
of Donetsk province in eastern
Ukraine, threatening nearby
settlements with flooding. The

town of Graivoron in Russia’s
Belgorod region, about 7 kilo-
metres (more than 4 miles)
from the Ukrainian border,
came under fire for several
hours, damaging four houses,
a store, a car, a gas pipeline and
a power line, Gov Vyacheslav
Gladkov reported.

Closer to the frontier, a
recreation centre, a shop and an
empty house were damaged in
the village of Glotovo. One
woman was wounded when
nearby Novaya Tavolzhanka
was shelled, Gladkov said.

Earlier this week, the
Belgorod region was the target
of one of the most serious
cross-border attacks from
Ukraine since the war began 15
months ago. Details of the raid
were murky. 

Russia blamed the
Ukrainian armed forces, but
two Russian groups said they
were involved, with the aim of
bringing down Russian
President Vladimir Putin. 
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Novak Djokovic will bid
for a record-breaking
23rd Grand Slam title at

a French Open without his old
rival Rafael Nadal for the first
time since 2004, while Iga
Swiatek attempts to become the
first woman to defend the title
in 16 years.

Serbian veteran Djokovic
will not be the favourite for the
title, though, after struggling
with an elbow injury and failing
to get past the quarter-finals in
any of his three clay-court events

so far this season.
Carlos Alcaraz won the

Barcelona and Madrid Opens en
route to taking over from Djoko-
vic as world number one, while
Daniil Medvedev is seeded sec-
ond for Roland Garros after his
maiden clay triumph in Rome.

But Djokovic will know this
is a massive opportunity to
break out of his tie with 14-time
French Open winner Nadal at
the top of the all-time list of most
men's Slam singles titles.

The two-time champion
has lost eight of his 10 French
Open meetings with Nadal who

is missing this year's edition due
to a hip injury he suffered at the
Australian Open.

"I know I can always play
better," Djokovic said after los-
ing to Holger Rune in the Italian
Open last eight.

"Definitely am looking for-
ward to working on various as-
pects of my game, of my body,
hopefully getting myself in 100
percent shape. That's the goal."

Djokovic and Alcaraz are
seeded to meet in the semi-finals
after being placed in the same
half of the draw.

The 36-year-old may also

have to get past Monte Carlo
Masters champion Andrey
Rublev in the quarters.

The other side of the draw
appears wide open, with in-form
Medvedev the highest seed
despite never having previous-
ly got past the quarter-finals on
the Paris clay. The Russian lost
in the first round on each of his
first four visits before making the
quarters in 2021.

"I would never (have) tho-
ught I would be able to make
this (win a clay-court title),"
Medvedev said after beating
Rune in the Rome final.

"But I have to be honest —
a Grand Slam is always bigger."

In-form youngster Rune,
who made a surprise run to last
year's quarter-finals, could face
Casper Ruud in the last eight in
a rematch of a bad-tempered
meeting 12 months ago.

Ruud went on to be
thrashed in the final by Nadal
and also lost the US Open
showpiece match to Alcaraz.

But the Norwegian world
number four has struggled for
form this year, only reaching the
quarters in two of the 10 tour-
naments he has played.

Stefanos Tsitsipas, who lost
the 2021 final to Djokovic after
being two sets up, will be among
the likely contenders but has not
won a title yet this term — the
longest he has had to wait for a
trophy in a season since 2018.

��2	���
	����� @
The winner of the women's

singles is expected to be one of
the trio of reigning champion
Swiatek, Australian Open win-
ner Aryna Sabalenka and Elena
Rybakina.

They have won the last four
Grand Slam titles between them

and at least one of them has fea-
tured in every WTA 1000 final
this season.

Swiatek, who turns 22 dur-
ing the tournament, will be the
favourite as she chases a third
Roland Garros triumph and a
first successful women's title
defence since Justine Henin
won her third French Open in
a row in 2007.

The Polish star retired from
her Italian Open quarter-final
against Rybakina with a thigh
injury but trained at Roland
Garros on Wednesday.

Wimbledon champion Ryb-

akina, ranked fourth, has already
won the Rome and Indian Wells
titles in 2023 and could face
Swiatek in the Roland Garros
semis.

"Hopefully I can go far at the
French Open," she said. "I have
good memories playing there.

"Now that I've got more
matches on clay, it's a bit easier
and (gives me) a bit more con-
fidence."

Other title hopefuls include
last year's runner-up Coco
Gauff, Tunisian Ons Jabeur and
world number three Jessica
Pegula.
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Erik ten Hag said Manchester
United are back where they

belong after a 4-1 thrashing of
Chelsea on Thursday secured a
return to the Champions League
next season.

Casemiro, Anthony Martial,
Bruno Fernandes and Marcus
Rashford were on target as the
Red Devils moved up to third in
the Premier League.

A miserable night summed
up Chelsea's season despite
spending over £500 million
($620 million) in the transfer
market as they slumped to an
eighth defeat in 10 games since
Frank Lampard returned as
interim manager.

By contrast, confirmation of
a top-four finish rounds off a
successful first season in charge
for Ten Hag after also ending
United's six-year trophy drought
by winning the League Cup in
February.

More silverware could be to
come next month should United
halt Manchester City's charge
towards the treble in the FA Cup
final.

But a return to Europe's elite
competition next season was one
of Ten Hag's primary aims when
he took the reigns after a disas-
trous 2021/22 campaign when
United finished sixth.

"I think (it is) a successful

season but the season is not fin-
ished," said Ten Hag.

"This club belongs in the
Champions League, but this
league is very strong, with many
clubs competing for this posi-
tion.

"It is the main objective of
the season to get into the
Champions League. The compe-
tition is tough, many teams
with really good squads, good
managers, so you are doing a
good job (to qualify). For this
moment it is the maximum but
we want more (next season)."

Casemiro's arrival from Real

Madrid has been fundamental to
United's revival.

The 31-year-old's class and
experience shone through
against a youthful Chelsea side
that were punished for a lack of
efficiency in both boxes.

"It was another reality day
today when you look at the
emphatic nature at the top end
of the pitch of United compared
to us," said Lampard. "Results for
Chelsea this season are not
good enough."

Mykhailo Mudryk should
have netted his first Chelsea goal
when the Ukrainian sliced wide

a glorious chance on five min-
utes. Just 60 seconds later, the
visitors trailed as Casemiro was
afforded a free header to turn
home Christian Eriksen's free-
kick.

A positive night for United
was blighted by an injury to
winger Antony, who was forced
off on a stretcher with an ankle
injury that will make him a
major doubt for the FA Cup final
in 10 days' time.

But the home side ended the
game as a contest in first-half
stoppage time when Casemiro's
no-look pass opened up the
Chelsea defence for Jadon
Sancho to square for Martial.

Ten Hag's men should have
had more goals to round off a
fine night in the second period
as Fernandes smashed against
the bar and Eriksen somehow
failed to turn in Tyrell Malacia's
cross from point-blank range.

Fernandes did finally get his
goal from the penalty spot after
the Portuguese midfielder was
brought down by Wesley Fofana.

More calamitous Chelsea
defending invited Rashford to
become the first United player
in a decade to score 30 goals in
a season.

Fernandes pounced on
Fofana's loose pass and teed up
the England international, who
needed two attempts to beat
Kepa Arrizabalaga.
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Aryna Sabalenka on Friday
said that "it's OK if she

hates me" as the Belarusian star
braced to face Ukraine rival
Marta Kostyuk in a highly-
charged French Open show-
down.

World number two
Sabalenka knows that Kostyuk,
an outspoken critic of tennis
authorities over their handling
of players from Russia and
their Belarusian allies in the
aftermath of the invasion of
Ukraine, will refuse to shake
hands after their first round
match at Roland Garros.

"If she hates me, OK. I can't
do anything about that," said
25-year-old Sabalenka.

"There are going to be
people who love me; there are
going to be people who hate
me. If she hates me, I don't feel
anything like that to her."

Kostyuk refused to shake
hands with Belarus's two-time
Grand Slam title winner and
former world number one
Victoria Azarenka at last year's
US Open in New York.

They agreed to touch rac-
quets instead at the net at the
end of the match.

"If I could I would stop the

war," said Australian Open
champion Sabalenka.

"And about the no shaking,
I can kind of understand them.
Like I imagine if they're going
to shake hands with Russians
and Belarusians, then they're
gonna get so many messages
from their home countries.

"So I kind of understand
why they are not doing it. At the
same time, I feel like sports
shouldn't be in politics. Like
we're just athletes. If they feel
good with no shaking hands,
I'm happy with that."

Sabalenka defeated
Kostyuk in Dubai in February
2022, just one week before
Russia launched its invasion of
Ukraine.

Last week in Rome,
Ukraine's Anhelina Kalinina
refused to shake hands with
Veronika Kudermetova after
beating the Russian in the
semi-final.
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Star Indian shuttlers PV Sin-
dhu and HS Prannoy advan-

ced to the women's and men's
singles semifinals of the Malaysia
Masters Super 500 tournament
with hard-fought wins over their
respective opponents here on
Friday. While double Olympic
medallist Sindhu, seeded sixth in
the tournament, beat lower
ranked Yi Man Zhang of China
21-16, 13-21, 22-20, Prannoy

earned a 25-23, 18-21, 21-13 win
over Kenta Nishimoto of Japan
in the quarterfinals.

Sindhu faces seventh seed
and world number nine Grego-
ria Mariska Tunjung of Indo-
nesia in the semifinals on
Saturday. Tunjung upset second
seed Yi Zhi Wang of China in the
quarterfinals 21-18, 22-20.

Tunjung has been in fine
form recently and Sindhu had
lost to her in the Madrid Spain
Masters final in straight games

in April. The Indian will, how-
ever, go into the semifinals with
a 7-1 head-to-head advantage
over Tunjung.

World number nine Pran-
noy faces qualifier Christian
Adinata, ranked 57, of Indo-
nesia, who beat Kidambi Sri-
kanth 16-21, 21-16, 21-11 in
another quarterfinals, in the

semifinals of Saturday.
Prannoy has never played

against the 21-year-old Adinata,
who began playing at the senior
level just last year.

In another men's singles
quarterfinal, Srikanth lost 21-16,
16-21, 11-21 to Adinata in 57
minutes to bow out of the tour-
nament.
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The Badminton Association
of India (BAI) will conduct

a selection trial at the Karnail
Singh Stadium here from June
4 to 7 to pick the team for the
Asian Junior Championships.

The Asian Junior champi-
onships is scheduled to be held
in Yogyakarta, Indonesia from
July 7 to 16.

The players will be select-
ed on the basis of their perfor-
mances in the selection trials.

The trials will include top-
8 boys and girls singles shuttlers

as well as top-4 pairs from dou-
bles events from the All India
Junior Ranking Badminton
Tournament held in Guwahati
earlier this month, along with
top-4 singles players and top-
2 doubles pairs in the BAI rank-
ings. Anwesha Gowda (4th),
Anupama Upadhyaya (8th),
Unnati Hooda (14th) and five
other players, who are ranked
inside top-20 in BWF rankings,
will also take part in the trials.

India have so far won nine
medals, including two gold, one
silver and six bronze in the con-
tinental championships.
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Kalinga Institute of
Information Technology

(KIIT), Bhubaneshwar bagged
the women’s Rugby Sevens
crown with a dominating 56-0
win over University of Mumbai
in the Khelo India University
Games  at Guru Gobind Singh
Sports College ground on
Friday. Nirmalya led the lines
admirably for the women from
Odisha with three tries (15
points) to her name.

However, KIIT men’s team
failed to win the yellow metal,
losing to Pune’s Bharatiya
Vidyapeeth 19-10 in the final.

Earlier in the day, Aneesh
Gowda of Christ University
bagged the first gold of the
Games with a win in the men’s
400m freestyle while Vikkas
Prabhakar of SRM University,
Tamil Nadu emerged the fastest
male swimmer and Siva
Sridhar of Jain University,
Karnataka became the first
double gold medallist. Vikkas
clocked 23.47 seconds to win
the gold. Siva claimed gthe yel-
low metal in the men’s 200m

medley and the men’s 100m
backstroke.

In the women’s kabaddi,
University of Mumbai bt Guru
Nanak Dev University 22-5 to
set up a title clash with
Himachal Pradesh University,
which defeated CRSU, Jind 31-
22 in another semi-final match.
In the kabaddi men’s event,
Chandigarh University beat
SRM University, Chennai 33-32
in the semi-final while Guru
Kashi University, Talwani Sabo
pipped VELS University, Tamil
Nadu 57-39 to enter the final.

In the shooting event at the
Karni Singh range in New
Delhi, Hriday Hazarika of
Assam’s Cotton University out-
shot Guru Kashi University’s
Arjun Babuta to take the men’s
10m air rifle gold. 

A week back, Hriday won
a world cup silver for India at
Baku. His India teammate Ashi
Chouksey won the women’s
50m rifle 3 positions gold for
Guru Nanak Dev University
with a score of 461.6. Her col-
lege and India teammate Sift
Kaur Samra won the silver
with a score of 457.7.

OTHER RESULTS:
(Volleyball) Women’s: SRM
University, Chennai bt Panjab
University, Chandigarh 3-1 (20-
25, 25-16, 25-17, 25-15); Punjab
University, Patiala bt Mahatma
Gandhi University, Kottayam 3-
1 (25-16, 22-25, 25-20, 25-19);
GNDU, Amritsar bt Sri Kushal
Das University 3-1(22-25, 25-20,
25-16, 25-21) Men’s: University
of Madras bt Bharati Vidyapeeth
University, Pune 3-0; SRM
University bt University of
Calicut 3-2 (25-16, 18-25, 20-25,
27-25, 15-11); Kurukshetra
University bt Mangalore

University 3-2 (22-25, 23-25, 25-
19, 25-14, 15-13); Mahatma
Gandhi Kashi Vidyapeeth bt
Babasaheb Ambedkar
Marathawada Univ 3-2 (22-25,
21-25, 25-18, 25-21, 15-12)
(Table Tennis) Men’s:
Semifinals- Chitkara University
bt Gujarat University,
Chandigarh University bt
University of Madras;
(Women’s) SRM bt Chitkara 3-
0;  Adamas bt Calcutta 3-1
(Basketball) Men’s: Swarnim
Gujarat Sports University,
Gandhinagar bt Mahatma
Gandhi University, Kottayam

67-65; Jain University, Karnataka
bt Swarnim Gujarat Sports
Univeristy, Gandhinagar 102-68;
Mahatma Gandhi Univerity,
Kottayam bt  University of
Madras, Chennai 89-85; Jamia
Milia Islamia bt Punjabi
University 92-90; Punjab
University bt Kurukshetra
University 93-62 
Women’s: Punjab University bt
Banaras Hindu University 94-43;
Guru Nanak Dev University bt
Laxmibai National Institute of
Physical Education 73-66; SRM
University, Chennai bt MG
University, Kottayam 68-54

(Football) Women’s: CBLU,
Bhiwani draw Guru Jambeshwar
University 1-1 Men’s: MG
University, Kottayam draw
Adamas University, Kolkata 2-2;
Baba Sant Singh Bhag University,
Punjab bt Punjab University 3-2
(Swimming) 400m Freestyle
Men’s: 1-Aneesh Gowda, 2-
Anurag Singh, 3-Krishna
Rajendra Gadhak; Women’s: 1-
Preetha V, 2-Pratyasa Ray, 3-
Maanya Mukta Mahesh; 200m
medley Men’s: 1-Siva Sridhar, 2-
Rohit Benedicton, 3-Aneesh
Gowda; 4x200m Freestyle
Women’s: 1- Jain University, 2-
University of Madras, 3-
University of Delhi Institution of
Eminence; 200m Breaststroke
Men’s: 1-Danush S, 2-Aditya
Dubey, 3-L Manikanta; 200m
Breaststroke Women’s: 1-
Kalyani Saxena, 2-Aarti Patil, 3-
Antara Datta;  100m Backstroke
Men’s: 1-Siva Sridhar, 2-Rohit
Benedicton, 3-Siddhant Sejwal;
100m Backstroke Women’s: 1-
Pratyasa Ray, 2-Shrungi
Bandekar, 3-Bharti; 50m
Freestyle Men’s: 1-Vikkas
Prabhakar, 2-Veer Khatkar, 3-
Shailesh Shwejal.
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Union Minister of State,
Ministry of Youth Affairs

and Sports, Nisith Pramanik
on Friday lauded the efforts of
the Uttar Pradesh
Government in organising the
biggest-ever Khelo India
University Games.

Addressing the media at
UP Badminton Academy,
Pramanik said, “I want to
congratulate the Yogi govern-
ment for hosting the 3rd edi-
tion of the Khelo India
University Games in a grand
manner. I am sure all of you
have witnessed the spectacu-

lar opening ceremony on
Thursday.”

Speaking about the sever-
al new initiatives taken by the
Ministry in this edition of
KIUG, he said: “We have
launched a dedicated website
and an app, to enable the ath-
letes to get rid of paperwork
and with the help of face-
recognition technology, they
will be able to take care of
things like accommodation,
entry etc. Also, with the
help of a Digi-locker, athletes
will be able to access their
certificated immediately
after the completion of the
Games.”
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hope to feature in this year's 50-over
World Cup defence in India.

The Surrey player said in a
statement on Twitter that he would
never walk away from England.

"Representing my country con-
tinues to be my proudest moment
as a professional cricketer," said Roy,
who has scored nearly 6,000 inter-
national runs in all formats.

"I hope to play for England for
many more years — that remains
my priority."

He added: "As a single format
player with no central contract I
wanted to take the opportunity to
play this competition as there are
currently no scheduling conflicts
with England. It benefits me as an
England player to play as much
competitive cricket as possible."
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Batting star Jason Roy is ending
his England contract to play in

the first season of Major League
Cricket in the United States.

The aggressive opener, who has
just returned from a stint with
Kolkata Knight Riders in the Indian
Premier League, reportedly has an
offer from their affiliated MLC
franchise, the Los Angeles Knight
Riders.

It is understood the 32-year-old
has been offered about £300,000
($370,000) for the first two seasons
of the new American Twenty20
competition, which launches in
July.

Roy was dropped from
England's central contract list last

year, downgraded to an incremen-
tal deal worth between £60,000 and
£70,000.

The England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) said in a statement on
Thursday that it had agreed for Roy
to play in the US "on the proviso that
he gives up the remainder of his ECB
incremental contract, which both
parties have agreed to".

"The ECB wish to clarify that
this decision will not affect Jason's
selection for England teams going
forward," it added. "We have absolute
confidence and faith that Jason is
committed to England cricket."

The aggressive opener did not
feature in England's T20 World
Cup triumph in October and
November, but has held on to his
place in the 50-over side and will
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Shubman Gill extended his
sensational run with a
third century of the season

as Gujarat Titans crushed
Mumbai Indians by 62 runs to
storm into their second consec-
utive IPL final here on Friday

Gill's 60-ball 129 (7x4s,
10x6s) fired Gujarat Titans to
a huge 233/3 and in reply,
Mumbai Indians, struck by a
string of injuries, went down
fighting in Qualifier 2 with
Suryakumar Yadav (61) and
Tilak Varma (43) providing the
resistance. 

Mohit Sharma, introduced
in the 15th over, finished with
figures of 2.2-0-10-5, triggering
a collapse as MI collapsed
from 149/4 in 14 overs to 171
all-out in 18.2 overs 

The 23-year-old Gill scored
his third century in the last four
innings, recorded the highest
score of the season for any bat-
ter and took his tally to 851
runs in yet another sensation-
al knock. 

Gill's whirlwind knock
made him only the second
Indian batter after Virat Kohli
(2016) and overall fourth in the
history, after Jos Buttler (2022)
and David Warner (2016), to
score more than 800 runs in an
IPL season. 

Chasing 234, MI were
forced to rejig their batting line-
up with Ishan Kishan being
substituted after he ran into
Chris Jordan during change of
overs in the first innings and
hurt his eye. 

Rohit Sharma also copped

a blow to his hand while field-
ing and Cameron Green had to
retire hurt for a bit, after being
smacked on his left forearm by
Hardik Pandya. 

Mohammad Shami caused
early troubles for Mumbai, get-
ting rid of makeshift opener
Nehal Wadhera (4) and Rohit
(8), but Varma took on the
India and GT pace spearhead,
hitting four fours and a six to
collect 24 runs off the fifth over. 

However, Varma's blitz did
not last long as Rashid Khan
cleaned him up after a 14-ball
43 (5x4s, 3x6s). MI reached 72
for three after the powerplay. 

Suryakumar and Green
kept the scoreboard ticking
with their fourth wicket stand
that took MI past the 100-run
mark in the 10th over, but in
the 12th, Josh Little ended
their resistance by cleaning up
the Australian.

Green struck four fours
and two sixes in his 20-ball 30. 

Suryakumar tried to take
the game deep with 61 from 38
balls with seven fours and two
sixes, but lost his leg stump
while attempting to hit Mohit
Sharma in the fine leg region. 

Mohit struck again to
remove Vishnu Vinod (5) in
the same over and Rashid shut
the doors on MI with the wick-
et of Tim David (2) in the 16th. 

Earlier, Gill began sturdily
and turned brutal in the second
half of the innings, adding 138
runs for the second wicket
with B Sai Sudharsan, who hap-
pily played second fiddle with
a 31-ball 43 before he was
retired out.

Gill hit three sixes off MI's
hero of the last game, Akash
Madhwal (1/53), in the 12th
over to cross the 800-run mark.

He brought up his fifty off
32 balls with two sixes and
three fours and unleashed a
flurry of sixes against seamers
and spinners alike here at the
Narendra Modi Stadium.

Gill also surpassed
Yashasvi Jaiswal's 62-ball 124 to
record the highest individual
score this season, with Mumbai
Indians being on the receiving
end on both the occasions. 

In the process, the 23-
year-old also went past RCB's
Faf du Plessis (730 runs) to
claim the Orange Cap.

Additionally, Gill's 129 bet-
tered Virender Sehwag's 122
against Chennai Super Kings in
the 2014 season as the highest
score for a batter in the IPL
playoffs.  After a 30-minute
delay to the start due to rain,
GT had made a sedate start. 

A vital moment had come
at the end of the sixth over
when Tim David at mid-on
dropped a catch to provide Gill
with a lifeline, with GT finish-
ing the powerplay at 50/0. 

Gill certainly had luck on
his side as twice in as many
balls he managed to survive, off
Kumar Kartikeya. 

After Kishan could not
run-out the batter who had
gone down the track and had
an inside edge deflecting the
ball into his pads, Gill hit the
next delivery in the air only to
find the ball dropping very
close to the fielder at deep mid-
wicket.
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Rapper Divine will be
performing at the finale

of the 2023 Indian Premier
League (IPL) on May 28.

Divine, whose real
name is Vivian Fernandes,
will perform at the first-ever
mid-innings/half-time show
during the finale, to be held
at Narendra Modi Stadium
in Ahmedabad, a press
release stated.

The rapper will be
joined by long-time collab-
orator and Canadian play-
back singer Jonita Gandhi
for a special collaborative
showcase of their track
'‘Naya Sher', which features
Indian cricketer Virat 
Kohli.

"I am proud to be rep-
resenting the hip hop move-
ment at the country's largest
stadium and bringing
together the parallel worlds
of cricket and music. I'm
looking forward to per-
forming for all my fans all
around the world, including
all the sports aficionados of
the country at the most
prominent sporting league
of the country.

"This is my very first
performance at the IPL and
I'm excited and grateful.
From being a big fan of
cricket, to playing at the sta-
dium for the finals, is truly
a dream come true," Divine
said in a statement.
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni is a
"magician" who can turn

someone else's "trash into trea-
sure" says the great Matthew
Hayden, who also reckons that
the former India captain's
unmatched contribution to the
CSK success story makes his
playing future with the franchise
"almost irrelevant".

Dhoni's tactical genius has
played a big part in CSK reach-
ing their 10th IPL final. He did
not have the best of bowling
attacks at his disposal at the start
of the tournament but he has
been able to bring the best out
of it. How he has used Ajinkya
Rahane and Shivam Dube in the
batting department has also
been praised widely.

Dhoni, who has played with
a knee injury throughout the
tournament, has given himself 8-
9 months to decide on his play-
ing future. Hayden, however,
feels the World Cup winning
captain will not be around for
the next IPL.

"MS is a magician. He takes
someone else's trash and makes
them treasure. He is a very skil-
ful and positive captain. He
said something really interesting
which I thought summed up not
only his humility and his truth
around cricket where he is rep-

resented and that is in Tamil
Nadu Cricket Association," Hay-
den said.

"The alignment between
that association and the fran-
chise, how strong that is in
terms of building that process.
To me that is MS. There is a sys-
tematic way of going though
things and working through
them. He did that for India and
he is doing it for Chennai Super
kings. "Whether he plays or not
next year it is almost irrelevant.
Personally I don't think he will
but then he is M S Dhoni," he
said at an event organised by
University of Technology Syd-
ney (UTS). With the rapid rise
of T20 cricket around the world
, it has become increasingly
difficult for the players to play all
three formats.

Hayden thinks not only
that makes it impossible for play-
ers to commit to all formats, it
also questions the future of the
game, especially the 50-over
version. "The time of three-for-
mat players is shortly coming to
an end. I would challenge the
game around whether those
formats are even viable anymore.

"It seems to me there is great
enthusiasm still to play Test
cricket and World Test Cham-
pionship is a good example of
that. Otherwise I see lot of T20
cricket being played."

���	� �7-%	�

The winners of next month's World Test
Championship Final between India

and Australia at The Oval will take home
USD 1.6 million in prize money, while run-
ners-up will get richer by USD 800,000, the
ICC announced here on Friday.

The championship decider will be
played at The Oval, London from June 7-
11 with June 12 as the reserve day.

The tournament prize money is the
same as that for the inaugural World Test
Championship Final in 2019-21 — a total
purse of USD 3.8 million besides the WTC
Mace.

The Kane Williamson-led New Zealand
side were rewarded with USD 1.6 million
besides the glittering Mace in Southampton
two years ago, courtesy an eight-wicket win
over India in the six-day final.

All nine teams will get a share in the
USD 3.8 million purse with South Africa
earning USD 450,000 for finishing third in
the WTC 2021-23 standings.

England, who made a late surge and fin-
ished their campaign in fourth spot, will bag

USD 350,000. Sri Lanka, who were among
the top teams in the race for a spot in the
decider during the epic finale, finished fifth
to earn USD 200,000.

The remaining teams New Zealand
(No.6), Pakistan (No.7), West Indies (No.8),
and Bangladesh (No.9) will be rewarded
with a sum of USD 100,000 each.
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Australia have selected wick-
etkeeper Jimmy Peirson as

cover for back-up gloveman
Josh Inglis, who will return
home after the opening Ashes
Test for the birth of his first child.

Alex Carey is Australia's
first-choice keeper for the World
Test Championship (WTC) final
against India and the five Ashes
Tests and Inglis has been select-
ed as his back-up.

But Inglis will return to
Perth after the first Ashes Test
starting on June 16 and his place
will be taken up before the sec-
ond Test at Lord's by 30-year-old
Queensland gloveman Peirson,
who has 65 first-class games to
his credit, according to
cricket.Com.Au on Friday.

The Australian team man-
agement has said Inglis will
rejoin the squad later in the
series.

Peirson, who has been
impressive at the domestic and
Australia 'A' level with both the
bat and gloves, trained with the
Test squad in Brisbane last week
and would be fancying his
chances of wearing the iconic
Baggy Green during the Ashes.

The right-handed lower-
order batter has improved his

batting drastically over the years,
going from an average of less
than 30 in his first 35 first-class
games to 42.56, including six
tons in 30 games since the
2020-21 season.

He also struck an unbeaten
128 for Australia 'A' during
their tour of Sri Lanka last year.

Peirson's appearance in the
Australian Test squad has part-
ly been delayed because Tim
Paine was the first-choice keep-
er for a long time and then Carey
replaced the former captain,
who stepped down due to a con-
troversy ahead of the 2021 Ashes
series at home.

Peirson said he was driven
by the desire to set higher stan-
dards for himself.

"These guys (Carey and
Inglis among others) are setting
their benchmark, and I want to
set my benchmark higher, and
maybe bring a few other attrib-
utes into that as well, through
leadership or whatever else,"
said Peirson. "It's great to have
that competition. That's what
drives you to be the best you can
be. If someone's pipping you,
you want to be better than
them. That's certainly one of my
great driving factors: I want to
be the best, I want to be the next
man in."
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Contrary to reports in some
quarters that BCCI is plan-

ning to cancel the proposed
home series against Afghanistan
due to cramped calendar, there
is possibility that a second string
team might play with all seniors
including ODI and Test captain
Rohit Sharma along with senior
player Virat Kohli rested before
West Indies tour.

All Indian players were
involved in a gruelling IPL for
nearly two months and will be
in England for a one-off WTC
final but after that, most seniors
like Kohli and Rohit will need
rest before they embark on
West Indies tour where all three
formats will be played. Kohli and
Rohit are certain two play Tests
and ODIs and would need ade-
quate rest.

With only window for
Afghanistan series between June
20-30, the BCCI might have

shorten the series or may be only
convert it into either T20I or
ODI series and play the a second
string side led by Hardik Pandya.

Mirwais Ashraf, the presi-
dent of the Afghanistan Cricket
Board (ACB) is in India for the
final of the IPL and while a
meeting between the members
of the Asian Cricket Council is
slated to take place, India and
Afghanistan cricket boards
could also finalise the details of
their proposed white-ball series.

The Indian team has a
packed schedule lined up after
the conclusion of the IPL. While
the coaching staff and some
members of the team have
already flown to England to pre-
pare for the final of the World
Test Championship against
Australia starting on June 7,
there is also a full tour of the
Caribbean lined up ahead.

India will play two Tests,
three ODIs and five T20Is
against the West Indies from July

12 to August 13, after which the
team is expected to play a three-
match T20I series in Ireland.
The Ireland series will mostly
feature IPL performers and even
Pandya could rest from that
series keeping Asia Cup in
mind.

The ACC board members
will meet on the sidelines of the
IPL final to finalise the future of
the Asia Cup 2023, which means
that the workload will only
increase for the Indian players,
given that there is an all-impor-
tant 50-over World Cup lined up
for October-November.

If finalised, the Asia Cup
2023 is expected to be played in
September, which means that
the Indian players will be hard
pressed to find time to rest and
recuperate, and a packed calen-
dar has already witnessed big
injuries to key players such as
Jasprit Bumrah and Shreyas
Iyer with no set timeline of
comeback.

Additionally, in September,
India are also set to play a
three-match ODI series against
Australia — a second such series
this year — to finalise World
Cup preparations.

According to 'Cricbuzz', the
BCCI is finding it difficult to
schedule the Afghanistan series,
proposed to be having three
ODIs, given the time constraint
and also because the broadcast
deal with Disney Star has ended
and a new tender is yet to be
issued.

However, a senior BCCI
secretary Jay Shah during an ear-
lier interaction with media in
Mumbai had said "BCCI media
rights tender will be on sched-
ule this year (June-July) and will
depend on the Afghanistan tour,
but more likely the process will
start from the Australia series.
The Board will speak to all stake-
holders concerned and will
come up with an interim deci-
sion."
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