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A
s Telangana State
braces up for the
u p c o m i n g

Assembly elections with
major and minor parties
expected to be in the
fray, the Congress and
the Bharatiya Janata
Party are making all-out
efforts to wrest power from
the ruling Bharat Rashtra
Samiti (BRS). The All India
M a j l i s - e - I t t e h a d - u l
Muslimeen (MIM) will play a
crucial role in determining
the outcome of the polls as
the party that gets its support
will have the last laugh.

Back in 2006, BRS chief K
Chandrasekhar Rao, follow-
ing his differences with
Congress leaders,  had

resigned his Lok
Sabha membership

from the Karimnagar
constituency, necessi-
tating bypolls for the

seat in December
the same year. He

registered an impressive
win with a majority of

more than two lakhs votes.
Noticeably, KCR’s present
'trusted ally ' MIM had
declared its support to the
Congress in the Karimnagar
LS bypolls. 

As a result of the presence
of MIM in the electoral fray,
a major chunk of the Muslim
votes would invariably go to
that party. MIM has been
benefiting BJP with its pres-
ence in the electoral fray by

ensuring multi-cornered con-
tests. Due to the presence of
MIM in the Bihar Assembly
polls, principal opposition
and leader of anti-BJP forces
Rastriya Janata Dal (RLD)
headed by former chief min-
ister Lalu Prasad Yadav had to
lose 20 seats with slight mar-
gins ranging between 1,000

and 2,000 votes. The MIM
has played similar roles in
Maharashtra and Uttar
Pradesh, after widening its
political base by advocating
Muslims' issues.  

MIM has made entry into
the legislative Assemblies of
Maharashtra and Bihar. It
has increased its strength in

the Lok Sabha from one to
two seats. MIM has been
winning the Hyderabad Lok
Sabha constituency since

1984. It  also won the
Aurangabad LS seat in
Maharashtra. 

Now MIM is trying to
make headway in the
Karnataka Assembly elec-
tions scheduled for May 10.
In Karnataka, the ruling BJP
has been trying to retain
power at any cost in the
backdrop of the favourable
situation for the Congress
party in the state. MIM could
thwart the winning chances
of the Congress by causing a
split in its traditional vote
bank. 

The larger question is:
What would be the strategy of
MIM for the Telangana
Assembly polls? Will it weak-
en anti-BJP forces in TS also?

If so, how will it be beneficial
for MIM? All these years, it
has contested some seats in
Hyderabad only and never
considered contesting in rural
Telangana. It has a self-
imposed ceiling of seven seats,
mostly in the Old City. There
are some 25-30 seats across
Telangana from where it can
contest with sizeable vote
banks.  If MIM contests these
25-30 Assembly seats tomor-
row, the development may
come in handy for BJP. Since
BRS also has plans for contest-
ing across the state, and given
its friendly ties with MIM, a
lot depends on the priorities
of MIM. Should the MIM
contest elections in dozens of
seats, like in other states, such

a significant move would
weaken the strength of anti-
BJP forces or secular forces.
Any such development may
damage the reputation of
MIM in its own vote bank. 

MIM president &
Hyderabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisi has attained the status
of a national leader. Will
MIM lets its traditional vote
bank erode by its politics of
'splitting' votes? Or will MIM
extend solid support to BRS
as usual and sustain the pink
party’s position in TS? 

After al l ,  MIM needs
administrative cooperation
from the state government. It
has enjoyed the support of the
ruling party even in undivid-
ed Andhra Pradesh. 

M D RATNA KUMAR 
Senior Journalist

Back in 2006, BRS chief K Chandrasekhar

Rao, following his differences with Congress

leaders, had resigned his Lok Sabha

membership from the Karimnagar

constituency, necessitating bypolls for the

seat in December the same year. He

registered an impressive win with a majority

of more than two lakhs votes.
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MIM in a quandary over its beneficiary in Telangana

ALMANAC

Updated: APRIL 25, 2023 5:00 PM

Forecast: Partlu Cloudy

Temp: 37
oc

Humidity: 60%

Sunrise: 5:46 AM

Sunset: 6.25 PM

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha

Tithi:Shashthi: Apr 25 09:40 AM
to Apr 26 11:28 AM

Saptami: Apr 26 11:28 AM
to Apr 27 01:39 PM

Nakshatram: 
Punarvasu: Apr 26 04:21 AM

to Apr 27 06:59 AM

Rahukalam: 12:14 PM to 1:48 PM

Yamagandam:  7:31 AM to 9:05 AM

Varjyam: 05:40 PM to 07:27 PM

Gulika: 10:39 AM to 12:14 PM

Amritakalam: None

Abhijit Muhurtham: Nil

TODAY

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Sajjala Ramakrishna Reddy,
Advisor to AP Government
(Public Affairs) has said that
the true justice for the BCs has
been done in the Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy's government as Jagan
treated BCs as 'Backbone
Classes'.

During the Nayee Brahmana
thanksgiving meeting on
Tuesday, BC Ministers Kottu
Satyanarayana, Jogi Ramesh,
Chelluboina Venugopala-
krishna and leaders of the
Nayee Brahmin community
addressed the gathering. 

On the occasion, Sajjala
appealed to the party cadre to
work with dedication towards
the 'Why Not 175' target.  He
recalled that during the 3,648
km padayatra, YS Jagan met
Nayee Brahmins, promised to
resolve their issues and accord-
ingly after taking charge as the
Chief Minister, Jagan fulfilled
those promises. He said that
through 'Jagananna Chedodu',
financial assistance  was offered
three times and free electrici-
ty was provided to their saloons
up to 150 units. He further
explained that GO No. 50 has

been issued to ban the words
derogatory to Nayee Brahmins
and to send those who insult-
ed them to jail. He said that
Jagan gave top priority to the
Nayee Brahmins in the govern-
ing bodies of the temples,
under which the community
will be represented in the gov-
erning bodies of more than
1,100 temples.

Minister for I&PR and BC
Welfare Chelluboyina
Venugopalakrishna said that
there are 139 BC castes in the

State and said that YS Jagan is
doing justice to all those BC
castes by establishing corpora-
tions. He said that the role of
Nayee Brahmins in the society
is very important and no work
can be done without their
cooperation. He recalled that
when the reforms came in
1992, only a few sections
received those fruits,  after YSR
came, the children of BCs were
able to get higher education. He
asked everyone to think why
there were suicides of hand-

loom and toddy workers in the
past but not today. He
informed that they have
reduced due to the effect of the
rule and welfare schemes of YS
Jagan as BC, SC, ST, minorities
and the poor of the upper
castes are living peacefully.

Endowments Minister Kottu
Satyanarayana said
Chandrababu acted very ruth-
lessly and mercilessly towards
the Nayee Brahmins which
will be never forgotten by
Nayee Brahmins as it had hurt

their minds. 
He asked Nayee Brahmins to

stand as brand ambassadors to
make Jagan as Chief Minister
again.

Nayee Brahmin
Corporation chairman
Siddhavatam Yanadaiah said
that the Chief Minister Jagan
has done to prove that Nayee
Brahmins are not only servants
of the society but also rulers
but during Chandrababu's
regime, Nayee Brahmins were
insulted.

Housing Minister Jogi
Ramesh said that Jagan is the
person who implemented the
decisions to make Nayee
Brahmins proud and stand up
in the history of 75 years. He
further said that Jagan formed
special corporations 139 BC
castes for the development of
those castes and YS Jagan is
credited with making 17 min-
isters and implementing social
justice.

A Chevireddy Bhaskar
Reddy, MLC Lella Appi Reddy,
Navratna program vice chair-
man Narayana Murthy, Nayee
Brahmin Association state
honorary presidents Dr Subba
Rao and other leaders
addressed the gatherings.

BCs are backbone of Jagan govt: Sajjala
m Says Nayee Brahmins appointed in 1,100 temples

T-SAVE hunger stir today
CONDITIONAL BAIL FOR SHARMILA

PNS n HYDERABAD

YSRTP President YS Sharmila
was released from the
Chanchalguda jail on Tuesday.

The court granted condi-
tional bail to Sharmila in con-
nection with the case regard-
ing an alleged attack on the
police on Monday with two
sureties of Rs 30,000 each. The
court asked Sharmila not leave
the country wihtout permis-
sion.

The Chanchalguda jail
authorities released Sharmila
on Tuesday after her lawyers
submitted the bail order.

Later, speaking to the
media, Sharmila launched a
scathing attack on Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao.

Sharmila asked KCR to
reveal whether he is able to
rule the state and whether he
has gone to the secretariat any-
time. She said that KCR had
not fulfilled his assurances
and that his son and daughter
are engaged in corruption.

“KCR knows how to loot
thousands of crores and KTR
knows the real estate business
and Kavitha knows hooch
trade,” Sharmila said.

“What can I do if the police
encircle and attack me? A
woman constable tried to
break my hand. Why didn’t
the police make public the
videos in which they threat-

ened me? Why did the police
release only some videos? I
pushed a male police officer in
self-defence. What else can
KCR’s rule be called other than
Taliban rule?” she asked.

Sharmila said that KCR is
jailing opposition leaders if
they question his policies. “Is
it the way to arrest a woman?
KCR is using the police like
dogs. Will the police attack
and arrest opposition leaders
if they take part peacefully in
public protests? Doesn’t the
opposition have the freedom
to question the government’s
policies,” she asked.

She said that she did not
attack the police but was
pushed by them and that the
police filed false cases against
her after editing the videos.

She said that the police
behaved cruelly towards her
mother Vijayalaxmi and did
not even give minimum
respect to a former CM’s wife.
“I will bounce back with dou-
ble force if KCR tries to sup-
press me,” Sharmila said.

“KCR knows how to loot
thousands of crores and
KTR knows the real
estate business and
Kavitha knows hooch
trade.”

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Home Minister Taneti Vanitha
said that Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy is giving
high priority to education,
medicine and agriculture sec-
tors and asked educationists to
work towards promotion of
education among masses. She
presented Ugadi Awards to
seven eminent persons
announced by the AP Telugu
and Sanskrit Academy during
a programme in the Acharya
Nagarjuna University on
Tuesday. The president of the
academy, Dr. Nandamuri
Lakshmiparvathi, ANU Vice
Chancellor Prof P. Rajasekhar,
Director V. Ramakrishna and
others participated. 

Minister Vanitha said that
amendments have been made
in the Aarogyasri scheme so
that the medical expenses of
more than Rs 1,000 will be

reimbursed to the patient
which is a big revolutionary
step by CM Jagan. She asked
people to make good use of
schemes and programmes to
provide the best education
including higher education to
their children as education is
the best weapon to climb high-
er positions in society. 

Academy President Dr.
Nandamuri Lakshmiparvathi
said Telugu and Sanskrit
Academy is working for the
development, promotion and
encouragement of Telugu and
Sanskrit languages. She said
that the efforts of the author-
ities in getting the funds for the
Andhra Pradesh Telugu and
Sanskrit Academy, after the
bifurcation is commendable.
She stated that the Academy is
honoring eminent persons in
various fields and in the com-
ing days, awareness programs
on science will also be orga-

nized on behalf of the acade-
my. She added that these Ugadi
Awards - 2023 have been given
in recognition of service. 

Director of the Academy V.
Ramakrishna said that after the
bifurcation, the academy has
started its activities in full and
is printing and releasing the
textbooks required for compet-
itive examinations, TET, B.Ed
and degree students on time. 

ANU Vice Chancellor Prof P.
Rajasekhar said that the ANU
would provide any help to the
Telugu and Sanskrit Academy. 

Ugadi awards were given to
P Gopikrishna in education,
science and technology, to Dr.
Alla Gopalakrishna Gokhale in
Medical field, in Fine Arts to
Pasumarthi Pavani, in Folklore
and Drama to Kurati Satyam
Naidu, in agriculture to V
Gopichand, in service sector to
Madireddy Konda Reddy and
in arts to R Subhash Babu.

Seven eminent personalities
honoured with Ugadi Awards 

Continued from Page 3

Vivekananda Reddy, to
provide a written question-
naire in advance to Avinash
Reddy who is under the
central agency's scanner.

Terming the High Court
order "unwarranted", a
bench of Chief Justice of
India D Y Chandarchud and
Justice P S Narasimha
quashed the direction the
HC had issued to the CBI.

The top court, however,
said the High Court can
proceed with the hearing of
the anticipatory bail plea of
Avinash Reddy on merits.

"The order of this nature
will stultify investigation. 

The high court cannot
order an investigation of a
suspect to be in written
form. It is completely inap-
propriate for the High Court
to order the questionnaire to
be given to the first respon-
dent (Avinash Reddy). Such
orders prejudice the investi-
gation, especially when the
CBI is ascertaining the role
of several accused. The direc-
tions of the high court were
unwarranted and thus the
high court order is set aside,"
the bench said.

When the anticipatory
bail plea came up today in
the Telangana High Court,
the petitioner's counsel
sought hearing on the mat-
ter but the judge said he
wi l l  go  through the
Supreme Court's order and
posted the hearing on the
final verdict of anticipato-
r y  bai l  pet it ion to
Wednesday.

The apex court was hear-
ing a plea filed by Suneetha
Narreddy, daughter Y S
Vivekananda Reddy, chal-
lenging the High Court
order.

Continued from Page 3

He said today India is ahead of
other countries in using digital
payments.  Naidu comes up with
his agenda that “India has 30% mid-
dle-class families, which is project-
ed to increase to 60% by 2040. 

His solution to achieve his vision
of making every Indian middle-
class by 2047 is through PPPP
(Public Private People Partnership)
model, where mentoring and pro-
viding short-term, medium-term,
and long-term visions to each
family can help achieve this goal.

He revealed the passion to
develop the "Nutriful" app for
promoting health, with 30-35k
people already enrolled. "I believe
that food is medicine, and the
kitchen is  a  pharmacy.
Agriculture and its allied sectors
like poultry, aquaculture, horti-
culture, etc., should be trans-
formed based on our changing
food habits. This way, by 2047
with the right policies and execu-
tion, India can be No 1 in the
world beating America and
China," he said.

India will be...

Hearing in...
PNS n ONGOLE

State Social Welfare Minister, Merugu
Nagarjuna, questioned the silence of
prominent media personality, Ramoji
Rao, and others in the 'yellow media'
over the alleged insults to Dalits by TDP
leaders Chandrababu Naidu and Nara
Lokesh. 

He accused them of hypocritical pol-
itics and having no love for Dalits, cit-
ing instances of TDP's divisive behav-
iour against the community.

Minister Nagarjuna highlighted that

the current YSRCP government had
provided the most positions to Dalits in
the state's history, including ministeri-
al councils, nominated posts, temple
boards, and AMCs. He also pointed out
the significant financial benefits extend-
ed to SCs, STs, BCs, and minorities
through the Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) scheme.

He criticised Ramoji Rao and
Radhakrishna for not acknowledging
these achievements, accusing them of
having a quarrel with the Dalit commu-
nity rather than friendship. Minister

Nagarjuna further alleged that TDP had
a history of atrocities and attacks on
Dalits during their time in power, urg-
ing the community to unite against their
divisive politics.

The Minister concluded questioning
Ramoji Rao's role in promoting conspir-
acy politics, emphasising the importance
of journalists in a democracy and their
duty to support the poor. He urged the
media to report on the progress made
by the YSRCP government in uplifting
Dalits and other marginalised commu-
nities.

Minister Merugu questions Ramoji’s
silence on TDP’s insults to Dalits

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Advisor to the
Chief Minister Ajeya
Kallam has said that the
District Joint Collectors
have an important role to
play in providing the land
survey results to the peo-
ple. He said he wanted to
make the resurvey of
lands a success.

A land survey review
conference was held for
the IAS officers who
assumed responsibility
for the first time as
District  Joint
Administrators (Joint
Collectors) at the office of
the Disaster Management
Organisation in Tadepalli
on Tuesday.

Ajeya Kallam, who
attended the programme
as the chief guest, said
that the officers would be
able to earn a stable posi-
tion in their minds by
doing public service. He
said that coordination
and direct supervision
were necessary to ensure

the fruits of YSR
Jagananna's permanent
land rights and land pro-
tection scheme, which
was started as the brain-
child of the Chief
Minister.

Chief Commissioner
of Land Administration
and Special  Chief
Secretar y to the
Government Sai Prasad
said that by taking up
land resur vey on a
planned basis,  care
should be taken to ensure
that the fruits reached
everyone. He gave a
keynote address at the
conference and wanted to
complete the land survey
in such a way that no one
pointed out mistakes.

Land Administration
and Survey Settlement
Commissioner Siddharth
Jain said that as a result of
the land survey, the
department had been
strengthened by making
the largest number of
appointments.  The
Andhra Pradesh Survey

Department was at the
forefront in the use of
technology, and instead
of relying on the Indian
Survey Institute for drone
pilots, we have trained
many people as drone
pilots, he said.

Additional CCLA MD
Imtiaz briefed the Joint
Collectors on the ROR
Act and recent develop-
ments. SSLR Additional
Director Gopala Krishna
directed the “Swamitwa”
programme. Regional
Joint Director
Venkateswara Rao elabo-
rated on cars and rovers.
Rachna explained about
Survey IT programs.

State Programmes
Coordinator of
Panchayati Raj Division
Mohana Rao, Joint
Director from Survey
Department Prabhakara
Rao, Survey Academy
Vice-Principal CHVSN
Kumar, Kakinada RDD
Keziya Kumari, Central
Office DD Jhansi Rani
and others were present.

DEFAMATION CASE

Rahul moves Gujarat HC

PNS n AHMEDABAD

Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday filed an
appeal in the
Gujarat High
Court challeng-
ing the order of
the Surat sessions
court which had

declined to stay his conviction in
a criminal defamation case over his
"Modi surname" remark, a lawyer
said. Congress advocate BM
Mangukia confirmed Gandhi (52)
has filed an appeal in the HC here
against the last week's order of the
sessions court.

A metropolitan magistrate's
court in Surat on March 23 sen-
tenced the former Congress pres-
ident to two years in jail after con-
victing him under Indian Penal
Code sections 499 and 500 (deal-
ing with criminal defamation) in
the 2019 case filed by Gujarat BJP
MLA Purnesh Modi.

Following the verdict, Gandhi,
elected to the Lok Sabha from
Wayanad in Kerala in 2019, was dis-
qualified as a Member of Parliament
under provisions of the
Representation of the People Act.

‘JCs have key role in providing
land survey results to people’
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PNS n AMARAVATI

As many as 34 of the 54 expatri-
ates with origins from Andhra
Pradesh currently stuck in vio-
lence-hit Sudan have been found
to be safe, AP Non-Resident Telugu
Society (APNRTS) president
Medapati Venkat said on Tuesday.

Officials from the government-
run society confirmed that the 34
expatriates have already reached
Port Sudan by the coast of the Red
Sea and they are expected to pro-
ceed further to a safer place.

Though the remaining 20 people
could not get in touch with APNRTS,
Venkat said efforts were underway to
reach out them and noted that they
could be just 30 km from conflict
zone, hinting that all of them are safe.

"We could not get in touch with
them due to telecom signal issues,"
he said, adding that the society is
reaching out on behalf of the
Andhra Pradesh government.

According to Venkat, all the 54 are

not at the same place but APNRTS
has created a Whatsapp group for
them to stay in touch. Incidentally,
the Central government contacted
the society through AP Bhavan in
Delhi two days ago asking for infor-
mation on stranded people or any
distress calls from the African nation.

Venkat said they have provided
all the information and also wrote
to the Indian Embassy two times to
ensure the safety of the expatriates.

Further, all the 54 have been
directed to register themselves
with the local embassy to avail
evacuation from there as and
when it is possible, he added.

India on Monday launched
'Operation Kaveri' to bring back its
nationals from Sudan that has been
witnessing fierce fighting following
a power struggle between the reg-
ular army and a paramilitary force.
The deadly fighting between Sudan's
army and a paramilitary group for
the past 12 days has reportedly left
around 400 people dead.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana High Court on
Tuesday posted the hearing on the
anticipatory bail plea of YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) Lok Sabha
member Y S Avinash Reddy in con-
nection with the case pertaining to
the murder of former Andhra
Pradesh Minister Y S Vivekananda
Reddy to April 26.

Avinash Reddy filed the anticipa-
tory bail petition in the Telangana
High Court ahead of appearing
before the CBI on April 17. His
father Y S Bhaskar Reddy, uncle of
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y
S Jagan Mohan Reddy, was arrest-
ed by the CBI on April 16 in con-
nection with the murder of Y S
Vivekananda Reddy. Avinash Reddy
is a nephew of Y S Vivekananda
Reddy and cousin of CM Jagan
Mohan Reddy.

The High Court on April 18
directed the YSRCP MP from
Kadapa in AP to appear for exam-
ination before the CBI every day till
April 25 and granted him protection
from arrest till that date.

In an interim order on the antic-
ipatory bail plea of Avinash , the
court asked him to cooperate with
the central agency and directed that
Avinash present himself at the CBI
office between April 19 and April 25
for investigation. The question and
answers shall be in printed/written
form. The questionnaire may also be
handed over to the petitioner and
the questioning/interrogation shall
be audio-video recorded, it had said.

The High Court had then said on
the basis of report by CBI after ques-
tioning the petitioner, final orders
will be passed on April 25.

However, the Supreme Court on
Monday set aside the Telangana
High Court order directing the
CBI, probing the murder of

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

TDP chief Nara Chandrababu
Naidu spoke at the 3rd edition of
the Republic Summit taking place
in New Delhi on Tuesday with
t he  t heme “ Time for
Transformation”. This is the sum-
mit which aims to gather all the
decision makers, thought-leaders
and policymakers.

On the occasion, Naidu said,
"Currently, 40% of the Indian pop-
ulation is below 25 years of age and
we must capitalise on our young
population by addressing their aspi-

rations and creating appropriate
ecosystems; We are technologically
matured and technology will bring

revolution." He said that Telangana
is getting the highest per capita
income as Hyderabad is the proof

of technological revolution. He
said, “My vision is to make India
the number one or number two
economy by 2047, and I want to
contribute to this vision if the
Prime Minister is thinking along
the same lines.”

He also asserted, “Prime Minister
has promoted India and gained
recognition for the country on a
global level through networking. I
entirely agree with the Prime
Minister's vision and aim to asso-
ciate Telugu people with that vision”. 

Field staff to play
key role in...

Posters welcoming
YS Sunitha into...
Creating a flutter in the political
circles, TDP posters embossed
with the image of YS Suitha,
daughter of slain former
minister YS Vivekananda Reddy,
were seen in Proddatur town on
Tuesday. The posters welcoming
Sunitha into politics appeared all
over the town. The posters bore
the images of TDP chief N
Chandrababu Naidu, Nara
Lokesh, K Atchennaidu, B.Tech
Ravi, slain leader YS
Vivekananda Reddy and YS
Sunitha...

More Indians aim
to upskill versus...
More Indians consider upskilling

key to future-proofing careers as

compared to their global

counterparts, said a report by

edtech platform Great Learning,

which also found 71 per cent

Indian professionals surveyed

confident of retaining their jobs

versus 59 per cent, globally. The

report throws light on the latest

trends around the intent to upskill,

motivation factors driving people

to upskill, hurdles preventing

others from upskilling...

KKR seek change of
fortunes against RCB 
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Lakshmisha, MD AP Housing
Corporation Limited, has
appealed to the employees to
play a key role in completing the
government's prestigious hous-
ing programme 'Navaratnalu
Pedalandariki Illu'. He said that
all the field staff of the corpora-
tion should involve themselves
in the programme and try to
create awareness among the
beneficiaries to complete their
houses at the earliest.
Lakshmisha addressed an inter-
active meeting with AP...

Kolkata Knight Riders will be
desperate to bring their
flagging campaign back on
track while Royal Challengers
Bangalore will look to shrug
off the overdependence on its
top three batters when the two
teams clash in the IPL here on
Wednesday. The two-time
champions have looked
clueless in their last four
outings, losing at home while
also on the road. The Nitish
Rana-led side is currently at
seventh spot with just two
wins from seven games...

34 out of 54 expatriates
from AP in Sudan safe

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

An amount of Rs 912.71 crore will
be directly deposited into the bank
accounts of mothers of 9,55,662 stu-
dents under 'Jagananna Vasathi
Deevena' scheme in Narpala,
Anantapur District on Wednesday.
Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy will release the funds into the
accounts of the beneficiaries from
Narpala.

According to officials from the
Education Department, the cur-
rent assistance of Rs 912.71 crore
brings the total amount credited
under 'Jagananna Vasathi Deevena'
to Rs 4,275.76 crore, benefiting
25,17,245 students. The officials
noted that the previous govern-
ment's fee reimbursement was insuf-
ficient and limited to a small num-
ber of students.

The Jagananna government has
provided a total assistance of Rs
14,223.60 crore under 'Jagananna
Vidya Deevena' and 'Jagananna
Vasathi Deevena', including the
Rs 1,778 crore in pending pay-
ments from the previous govern-
ment.

'Jagananna Vidya Deevena' is
aimed at providing higher education
to poor students. The State govern-

ment is reimbursing tuition fees on
a quarterly basis directly into the
bank accounts of mothers of stu-
dents pursuing ITI, Polytechnic,
Degree, Engineering, Medicine, and
other courses. There is no limit on
the number of eligible children in a
family.

Under the scheme, boarding and
lodging charges of Rs 10,000 for ITI
students, Rs 15,000 for Polytechnic
students, and Rs 20,000 for students
pursuing Degree, Engineering, and
Medicine are paid in two install-
ments every year. Assistance under
the scheme is given to all children

in a family, regardless of their num-
ber. The state government directly
deposits the amount into the
accounts of mothers.

The department officials empha-
sised that the government intro-
duced schemes like 'Jagananna
Vidya Deevena' and 'Jagananna
Vasathi Deevena' to ensure that no
one is deprived of higher education
due to poverty. The government has
also revised the curriculum to be
job-oriented, including 4-year UG
Honours Degree and 30% Skill
Development courses to increase the
employability of students.

‘JAGANANNA VASATHI DEEVENA'

Rs 912.71 crore to be
released by CM today

n The Education Department, the
current assistance of Rs 912.71
crore brings the total amount
credited under ‘Jagananna Vasathi
Deevena' to Rs 4,275.76 crore,
benefiting 25,17,245 students.

n The government has provided a
total assistance of Rs 14,223.60
crore under ‘Jagananna Vidya
Deevena' and ‘Jagananna Vasathi
Deevena', including the Rs 1,778
crore in pending payments from
the previous government.

AVINASH’S ANTICIPATORY BAIL PLEA

Hearing in TS HC today

India will be free from poverty by 2047: Naidu
My vision is to make India the number
one or number two economy by 2047,

and I want to contribute to this vision if the Prime
Minister is thinking along the same lines.

Prime Minister has promoted India and gained
recognition for the country on a global level
through networking. I entirely agree with the
Prime Minister's vision and aim to associate
Telugu people with that vision.

}

Thundershowers with
lightning forecast
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Meteorological Centre has
issued a warning of thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning and
gusty winds with a speed of 30-40
kmph at isolated places in North
Coastal Andhra Pradesh, South
Coastal Andhra Pradesh, and
Rayalaseema until Saturday.
According to the daily weather
report, light to moderate rain or
thundershowers are expected at a
few places in these regions on April
25 and 29.

From April 26 to 28, there is a
possibility of light to moderate rain
or thundershowers at a few places
in Rayalaseema and at one or two
places in North Coastal Andhra
Pradesh & Yanam and South
Coastal Andhra Pradesh, the report
added.

It is advised that people take nec-
essary precautions and stay indoors
during thunderstorms. If outdoors,
avoid standing under trees or near
metal objects, and stay away from
open areas such as beaches and
hilltops. Stay updated with the lat-
est weather forecast and heed to
any warnings issued by the author-
ities.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Endowments Commissioner S
Satyanarayana has said that for the
welfare of Andhra Pradesh, the
State Endowments Department
wil l  conduct 'Chandirudra
Rajashyamala Sudarshanasahita
Sri Lakshmi Maha Yagam' for six
days commencing on May 12. The
Commissioner,  on Tuesday,
inspected the arrangements for the
yagam, which will be held at the
Indira Gandhi Municipal
Corporat ion Stadium in
Vijayawada from May 12 to 17.

Speaking on the occasion, he
said that the State government was
conducting the yagam for the all-
round development and prosper-
ity of the State and the people. He

said that Mahakratuvu would
begin at 5 am on May 12 -- dur-
ing Brahma Muhurtam. There will
be mainly four yaga shalas and 108
'kalasas will be used in each yaga
shala. More than 520 rutviks will
participate in the yaga from 9 am
to 12 noon and again from 6 pm
to 9 pm. Besides, many spiritual
and cultural programmes will be
organised every day.

As part of the spiritual pro-
grammes, prophetesses such as
Chaganti  Koteswara Rao,
Samavedam Shanmukha Sharma
and others will also participate and
apprise the people about the
preservation of Hindu religion
through various prophecies.
Swarupananda Swamy, Chinajiyar
Swami, Kurtala Siddheswara, Mantralaya,  Jagadguru Panditaradhya and other prefects

will be present.
He said that no one would be

allowed inside the yaga halls, and
Purnahuti would be part of the
final episode on May 17. Around
Rs 5 crore will be spent on organ-
ising the yagam. He said that
coordination of all departments
was necessary to make the great
yajnam a success and 13 commit-
tees will work to facilitate this.

The Endowments
Commissioner said that the
District Collector and the City
Police Commissioner would look
into the protocol and traffic regu-
lations.

Senior of f icials  of  the
Endowments Department and offi-
cials of various departments were
present.

Six-day ‘Maha Yagam’ soon for welfare of State
Sri Lakshmi Maha Yagam to be held at IGMC Stadium in Vja from May 12-17

Endowments Commissioner S Satyanarayana on Tuesday inspecting the arrangements for the
'Maha Yagam' at the IGMC Stadium in Vijayawada. -PPic bby CCh. VVijaya BBhaskar
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The Andhra Pradesh Board of
Intermediate Education (BIEAP)
will announce the first and second
year Intermediate results 2023 on
Wednesday (April 26). This is the
first time the Board of Intermediate
Education (BIE) is declaring the
results of both first and second year
Intermediate exams together. 

The officials stated that the
Intermediate board will release the
Inter results at 5 pm under which
Education Minister Botsa
Satyanarayana will declare the
results.

Inter Board Secretary MV
Seshagiri Rao said that the
Intermediate results will  be
released in Andhra Pradesh on
Wednesday. He said that Minister
for Education Botsa Satyanarayana
will release the results at 5 pm in
Vijayawada. 

He said that Intermediate annu-
al examinations in AP were con-
ducted from March 15 to April 4.
A total of 9,20,552 regular students
and 83,749 vocational students
appeared for the inter first year and
second year examinations. 

He said that candidates who
appeared for the Intermediate
exams can check their results by
accessing the official website
bie.ap.gov.in and https://examre-
sults.ap.nic.in  or
results.bie.ap.gov.in

The students will be able to
check their results by logging into
the student portal and inputting
the required information like their
roll number and date of birth. The
students can go to the homepage,
click on the relevant exam result
link, wait for the new login page to
open, enter required login details
and click the submit button for the
results.  

AP Inter results today

2

Avinash Reddy filed the
anticipatory bail petition in the
Telangana High Court ahead of
appearing before the CBI on April
17. His father Y S Bhaskar Reddy,
uncle of CM Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy, was arrested by the CBI on
April 16 in connection with the
murder of Y S Vivekananda
Reddy. Avinash Reddy is a
nephew of Y S Vivekananda
Reddy and cousin of CM Jagan
Mohan Reddy.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Three helicopters were on Tuesday
seen flying in the vicinity of
Tirumala temple, which is a no-fly-
ing zone. The choppers were spot-
ted hovering over Tarigonda
Vengamamba Annaprasadam
building, Parakamani Bhavan and
Balajinagar around the famous
hill shrine. The incident led to
commotion among devotees.

The Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD), which man-
ages the affairs of the temple, took
note of the incident. TTD officials
were trying to gather details. Three
helicopters belonging to the Indian
Air Force reportedly flew in the
area while heading to Chennai

from Kadapa. Details of the inci-
dent are awaited.

In January, TTD authorities had
ordered a probe into the alleged
drone visuals of the temple mak-
ing rounds on social media plat-
forms. As per Agama Shastra rules,
flying of aircrafts or drones over

the hill shrine is prohibited.
The video in question was said

to have been uploaded by a man
from Hyderabad in November last
year on his Instagram account.
However, it went viral in January,
forcing the TTD authorities to take
note of the same and react.

Choppers spotted in TTD ‘no fly’ zone

2

What do I have to do if police
personnel attack while encircling
me? Female police personnel tried
to break my hand. Why did the
police not make public the
videos in which they can
be seen threatening
me? Why did the police
make select videos
viral? I pushed a male
cop in self-defence
.What else
should KCR rule
be called if not
Afghan rule? 

- Y S Sharmila, YSRTP chief

8 9 12

Dimple Hayathi: I am still in the
process of discovering

MYSELF

‘We are against predatory

pricing by 

e-retailers’

Patrick declassifies his

HATTRICKS

Parkash Singh
Badal dies at 95

CHANDIGARH: Five-
time former Punjab
chief minister and
Shiromani Akali Dal
patriarch Parkash Singh
Badal, who was
admitted to a private

hospital in Mohali over a week ago, died on
Tuesday. He was 95. He was admitted to
Mohali's Fortis Hospital after he complained
of uneasiness in breathing. "Mr Badal passed
away at around 8 pm," hospital Director
Abhijeet Singh told PTI over the phone. The
hospital issued a medical bulletin shortly
afterwards in which it detailed his health
issues. "S Parkash Singh Badal, Former Chief
Minister of Punjab, was admitted at Fortis
Hospital Mohali on 16th April 2023 with
acute exacerbation of bronchial asthma. He
was shifted to the medical ICU on 18th April
as his respiratory condition worsened.

P2
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A 78-year-old patient under-
went a successful trans-
catheter invasive 'Mitra Clip'
procedure at Ramesh
Hospital in Guntur, giving
them a new lease of life. The
patient had a history of can-
cer treatment and coronary
stent angioplasty, and a car-
diac examination revealed a
leakage in the mitral valve.

Dr Naga Sri Haritha, a
senior cardiologist, advised
the patient's family that given
the patient's age and medical
history, valve replacement
surgery would not be the
ideal option. Instead, Dr
Haritha recommended the
new state-of-the-art med-
ical procedure called
"MitraClip," which can pro-

vide comfort to mitral valve
leakage patients.

Dr Daggubati Ramesh,
another senior cardiologist,
supervised the procedure
and successfully clipped the
leaking Mitral Valve on
Sunday. The patient is now
ready for discharge.

Dr Pothineni Ramesh
Babu, the Chief Cardiologist
and Managing Director of
Ramesh Hospitals, stated
that they are committed to
adopting advanced medical
procedures. In the past, they
have also performed invasive
trans-catheter aortic valve
implantation (TAVI) and
trans-catheter aortic valve
replacement (TAVR)
through carotid blood vessels
for the first time in Andhra
Pradesh.

New lease of life for 
78-yr-old heart patient

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Lakshmisha, MD AP Housing
Corporation Limited, has
appealed to the employees to
play a key role in completing
the government's prestigious
housing programme
'Navaratnalu Pedalandariki
Illu'. He said that all the field
staff of the corporation should
involve themselves in the pro-
gramme and try to create
awareness among the benefi-
ciaries to complete their hous-
es at the earliest.

Lakshmisha addressed an
interactive meeting with AP
State Housing Corporation
JAC on Tuesday and said that
the government is very partic-
ular about the flagship pro-
gramme and all eligible poor
will get a permanent house.

He also appealed to the
field staff to work with dedica-

tion and complete the targets
within stipulated time. He said
that the Housing Corporation
is a family and all employees
should cooperate with one
another to solve their griev-
ances without any delay. He
also said that so far 3.50 lakh
houses have been completed
and remaining houses will be
completed soon. And all the

employees of the corporation
visit the colonies and supervise
the construction work.
Lakshmisha also appealed to
the employees of the corpora-
tion through JAC leaders to
protect the corporation assets.
He also assured the joint action
committee to resolve all their
grievances.

JAC leaders assured the
Managing Director that all
the field staff shall work hard
and be involved in this presti-
gious Housing Programme.
At present all the field staff
completely involved in this
programme and promised to
the Managing Director to work
hard and complete the con-
struction of houses at the ear-
liest the also requested to
implement the High ccurt
orders regarding extension of
superannuation age from 60 to
62 years.

Field staff to play key role in
housing scheme: Official

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

NTR District Collector Dr S
Dilli Rao and Vijayawada
Municipal Corporation Mayor
Rayana Bhagyalakshmi flagged
off an awareness rally organ-
ised in connection with the
World Malaria Day at the Old
Government Hospital in
Vijayawada on Tuesday.

As part of the World Malaria
Day observance, the NTR
District Medical & Health
Department organised the
malaria awareness rally.
Doctors, staff and officials at
the government hospital par-
ticipated in the rally.

Speaking on the occasion,
Collector Dilli Rao said that
people’s participation was the
most important aspect in pre-

ventive measures. People
should be aware of the causes
of malaria transmission and
participate in the preventive
measures. Everyone should
start the preventive steps from
their houses, he added.

“Also, people should main-
tain their surroundings clean
and take steps for the free flow
of drainage water. If water
stagnates in the drains, it will
result in breeding of mosqui-
toes that transmit malaria,” he
added.

He asked people to use mos-
quito nets and repellents and
to close the windows with
mesh. Also, municipal and

panchayat sanitation staff
should clean the drainages, he
said.

The Vijayawada Mayor said
that to control the breeding of
mosquitoes during the rainy
season, officials would start
creating awareness among the
people. The officials and peo-
ple’s representatives should
work together to ensure the
maintenance of hygiene, which
only could stop the spread of
malaria disease, she added.

Medical and Health
Department Director Dr V
Rami Reddy, DM & HO Dr M
Suhasini, District Malaria
Officer Dr Mothi Babu,
Deputy DM & HO Dr Nalini
Devi, SVHO Dr Narasimha
Naik, DCHO Dr Naveen and
others were present.

People’s participation must to
control spread of malaria: DC

Awareness rally taken out on World Malaria Day

Demand to withdraw
Urdu Academy staff
working in other offices
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Advisor of the National
Commission for Minorities
M Arshad Ayub Khan has
asked the Urdu Academy
Secretary to withdraw the
employees of the AP Urdu
Academy, who are working in
other offices across the State.

He said that the AP State
Urdu Academy was an
autonomous body established
by the State government as per
G.O.Ms.No.1466, on
December 31, 1975, under
the Public Societies
Registration Act, 1350. He
further said that APUA’s aim
was to promote, protect and
develop Urdu language, liter-
ature, script and culture. As
per the bylaws of the AP State
Urdu Academy, all the admin-
istrative powers rest with the
Board and the
Director/Secretary only. 

Arshad Ayub Khan said
that previously, some officials

did unofficial postings in the
name of deputation in the
offices of the District
Minorities Welfare
Department and the
Minorities Commissionerate
in various districts, without
the permission of the Urdu
Academy Board.  He pointed
out that deputations were not
valid for employees working in
other offices from the Urdu
Academy. The Academy is
still paying salaries to those
working in other offices.

Arshad Ayub Khan stated
that according to the GO, the
funds allocated to the Urdu
Academy should be utilised
only for the promotion, pro-
tection and development of
Urdu language, literature,
script and culture. 

He said that a letter was sent
to the Director of Andhra
Pradesh State Urdu Academy
to withdraw the employees
who are working in other
offices across the State.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Jyotula Surya Babu, State pres-
ident of the Andhra Pradesh
Revenue Typist-cum-
Computers Operator
Association, thanked Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy for establishing Andhra
Pradesh Corporation for
Outsourcing Services on July 3,
2020 to completely abolish
middlemen and brokerage sys-
tem and bring all the out-
sourcing employees under the
purview of the corporation.
"We are indebted to the Chief
Minister for paying salaries on
the 1st of every month," he said.

He said in the past, how
much EPF & ESI was deduct-

ed or how much was  deposit-
ed was not known. "But today
we are thankful to the govern-
ment for setting up a special
desk in APCOS for solving
EPF & ESI problems and con-
tinuously benefiting the
employees in all aspects."

The Andhra Pradesh
Revenue Typists Cum

Computer Operators
Association condemned the
call of protest against the State
government which has been
providing all kinds of benefits
to the outsourcing employees.

They stated that their
Association will stay away
from the call given by AP JAC
Amaravati.

Revenue dept typists keep 
off AP JAC Amaravati stir

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Shriram Finance Limited cele-
brated the golden jubilee of
Shriram Group grandly at
Mana Kalyana Mandapam at
Kanuru near Vijayawada on
Tuesday. Shriram Group
Executive Vice Chairman
Umesh G Revenkar, Managing
Director and CEO YS
Chakravarthi, Federation of
Indian Hire Purchase

Association president V
Purnachandra Rao and Andhra
Pradesh Lorry Owners’
Association general secretary
YV Eswara Rao inaugurated
the golden jubilee celebrations
by lighting the lamp.

Speaking on the occasion,
Umesh G Revenkar said that
Vijayawada was the logistics
hub of the State, which was why
his company organised the cel-
ebrations in the city first.

Shriram Truck Financing was
launched first in Vijayawada, he
said.

He further said that over the
years, Shriram Finance grew a
lot. Now, the company has
3,600 branches and 57,000
employees with assets worth
Rs.1.72 lakh crore under the
management. With the support
of the customers, his company
was growing every year, he
added.

Shriram Finance Joint
Managing Director K Srinivas,
Executive Director Hamza Ali,
Vice-President M
Venkateswara Rao, Krishna
District Lorry Owners’
Association president Tummala
Lakshmana Swamy,
Automobile Mechanics
Association (Vijayawada Auto
Nagar) Gandham
Venkateswara Rao, and others
attended the function.

Grandeur marks Shriram Finance Golden Jubilee fete

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Panchayat
Raj & Rural Development
Advisor Pothireddy Nagarjuna
Reddy felicitated AP Assembly
Chief Whip’s OSD and writer
Dr Prabhakar on the Assembly
premises on Tuesday. The All
India Telugu Culture
Federation had conferred the

‘Andhra Ratna’ award on
Prabhakar.

Speaking on the occasion,
Nagarjuna Reddy said that
OSD Prabhakar followed his
instincts while performing his
duties. He has written scores of
books. Prabhakar belongs to
Kadapa district and is making
it proud, he added.

Prabhakar said that Mysore

University honoured him with
doctorate. He expressed hap-
piness over receiving the
Andhra Ratna award and
thanked Nagarjuna Reddy.

MEPMA Advisor Indira
Priyadarshini, YSR Kadapa
district youth leader Mokshith,
Dr Morka Reddy, Sanjeev
Reddy, Pradeep and others
were present.

Writer Prabhakar felicitated

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The most anticipated three-
day national-level cultur-
al fest of SRM
U n i v e r s i t y - A P,
INFINITUS 2023,
has concluded on a
grand note. Indian
pop sensation
Armaan Malik head-
lined the celebration
with a live stage perfor-
mance of his hit songs.

INFINITUS-2023 was inau-
gurated with a balloon release
on Saturday, by Prof. Manoj K
Arora, Vice Chancellor of

SRM University-AP. Pro-Vice-
Chancellor Prof. D Narayana
Rao, Registrar Dr R

Premkumar and other
dignitaries were pre-

sent at the occasion.
“Students are an
integral part of any
great university sys-
tem. Be it a techni-

cal, sports, cultural, or
business fest, at SRM

University-AP, festivals are
always by the students, for the
students and from the stu-
dents,” said Prof Manoj K
Arora as he addressed the
gathering. 

NFINITUS cultural fiesta concludes

8,912 TIDCO houses ready
for distribution: Krishna DC
CM Jagan Mohan Reddy to hand them over to beneficiaries
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Krishna District Collector P
Raja Babu has said that as
many as 8,912 AP TIDCO
houses will be ready to be dis-
tributed to beneficiaries soon.
Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy will hand over
these houses, with all facilities,
to the beneficiaries, he said.

Collector Raja Babu visited
the AP TIDCO houses at
Bommuluru and Jagananna
housing colony at
Mallayapalem, near Gudivada,
on Tuesday. He enquired about
the status of the TIDCO hous-
es and Jagananna houses and
expressed happiness over the
work status.

Later, the Collector told the
reporters that 8,912 TIDCO
houses were ready for house-
warming. These houses were
built on 80 acres in two phas-
es and have all types of facili-
ties. Construction of arch, lev-
elling and other minor works

would be completed within a
few days, he added.

He directed the officials to
complete the remaining works
as early as possible to organise
the house distribution pro-
gramme.

Meanwhile, the Collector
inspected the Jagananna house
works at Mallayapalem, where
2,100 out of the total 4,000
sanctioned houses were under
various stages of construction.
The colony is coming up on
177 acres of land. Both the AP
TIDCO houses and Jagananna
houses will be model projects

for the district, he opined.
Later, the Collector inspect-

ed the resurvey works at
Bommuluru and interacted
with the staff.

Gudivada RDO P
Padmavathi, DRDA PD PSR
Prasad, Housing PD GV
Suryanarayana, RWS SE
Satyanarayana Raju, Municipal
Commissioner V
Muralikrishna, TIDCO Project
Officer B Chinnodu, Survey
AD Gopal Raj, MPDO
Venkata Ramana, Tahsildar K
Anjaneyulu and others were
present.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Government
Nurses Association State pres-
ident Manjula Devi met the
Director of Medical Education
Dr Narasimham and handed
over a representation and
demanded solution to the
long-pending issues and lack of
facilities to them.

In the representation sub-
mitted to the officer they men-
tioned that in all the primary

health centers across the State,
one head nurse should be
appointed  wherever there are
only three nurses. Four
months' salaries are pending in
the newly established hospitals.
Election date for Andhra
Pradesh Nurses Association
should be announced immedi-
ately, they urged and request-
ed him to appoint Group One
Officer from DME.
Promotions of teaching staff,
Group 2 nurses, staff nurses

and head nurses should be
effected  immediately while
informing the promotion
details of nurses.

They said that Dr
Narasimha, who received the
representation, responded pos-
itively.

Head Nurse Rose Kumari,
Aruna, Lakshmi Tulsi,
Swarnalatha, Persi Lu and Staff
Nurse Kalyani, Sabna
Anupama, Sravanti, Anjali,
Aruna, were present.

Govt nurses demand solution
to long-pending problems

SGS to be autonomous: TTD JEO
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

TTD-run Sri Govindaraja Swamy Arts College,
which has achieved NAAC A+ grade in its first
attempt itself, is now stepping ahead to become
autonomous, said TTD JEO for Health and
Education Sada Bhargavi.

In connection with this remarkable achieve-
ment a "Get Together" was organised at SGS
Arts College in Tirupati on Tuesday to which
the JEO graced the event as chief guest.
Speaking on the occasion, the JEO said, post
Covid, the NAAC team visited the college and

got impressed with the quality of education,
infrastructure and environment in the premis-
es and was given the NAAC A+ grade in its
maiden attempt. "I appreciate and compliment
the team work of the Principal and the teach-
ing and non-teaching faculty, students and
hard work of Devasthanams Education
Officer", she said. She also said an art gallery
with temple architecture was also commenced
in the college premises. She also appreciated the
participation of Walkers' Association, Pensioners'
Association who felicitated the SGS faculty on
their achievement.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Non-
Gazetted Officers' Association
(APNGO) president Bandi
Srinivasa Rao, general secre-
tary P Siva Reddy and NTR
district president A Vidyasagar
met Employment and
Training Director B Navya,
who assumed office recently,
at the directorate in
Vijayawada on Tuesday.

They submitted a repre-
sentation regarding their var-
ious problems and urged her
to resolve them. 

Talking to reporters later,
Bandi Srinivasa Rao said that
promotions of Training
Officers and Senior Assistants

had been pending for several
years. The issue was brought
to the attention of
Employment and Training
Director Navya, he said.

Director Navya has
promised to resolve all the
problems of the employees.
She will be soon conducting a
meeting of the Heads of the
Department to discuss the
matter, he said.

AP NGO leaders
Purushotham Naidu, Ramana,
AP JAC leader G Hari
Dharmendra, ITI State
Association president K Ratna
Raju, general secretary PV
Ramesh, treasurer Bhimarao
and leaders Krishna Kishore
and Venkta Rao were present.

APNGO leaders seek solutions
to various issues of employees

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh Farmer’s
Associations Coordination
Committee has extended its
support to the Visakha Ukku
Parirakshana Porata Committee
that will be organising ‘Rasta
Roko’ agitation across the State
on May 3.

The Committee conducted a
meeting in this regard under the
leadership of former minister
and convener Vadde
Shobhandriswara Rao at the
Press Club in Vijayawada on
Tuesday. The meeting unani-
mously passed a resolution to

stage the ‘Rasta Roko’ protest
across the State on May 3.

Speaking on the occasion,
former minister Vadde
Shobhandriswara Rao said that
the Telugu people sacrificed
their lives to get the Visakha
Steel Plant. The steel plant
labourers are continuing their

agitation against the Central
government’s privatisation
attempt, he said. He gave a call
to the farmers across the State
to make the agitation successful.

Vishakha Ukku Parirakshana
Porata Committee chairman
Ch Narasinga Rao said that the
Steel Plant had gotten Rs.950

profit up to 2022. The Central
government had earned
Rs.50,000 crore in income while
the State government earned
Rs.15,000 crore, in the form of
taxes, he said.

Andhra Pradesh Water Users’
Associations Federation presi-
dent Alla Venkata Gopala
Krishna Rao said that the Central
government was trying to give
the Steel Plant’s Rs.3 lakh crore-
worth assets to private compa-
nies for just Rs.30,000 crore. In
this situation, the people of
Andhra Pradesh should partic-
ipate in the agitation to protect
the Steel Plant, he added.

AP Farmers’ Assn panel backs ‘rasta roko’ on May 3
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PNS n ANANTAPUR

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
leader and Tadipatri Municipal
Chairman JC Prabhakar Reddy
continued his protest against
the irregularities in the
Tadipatri Municipality by
sleeping in his office.

He slept in the open place in
his office on Monday night
and completed ablutions on
Tuesday morning in the office.

He symbolically submitted a
memorandum to the statue of
Mahatma Gandhi. A large
number of TDP leaders
expressed solidarity with JC
Prabhakar. 

Later JC Prabhakar Reddy,
the former MLA, continued
his protest in his office. The
police prevented TDP activists
from organising the Vanta
Varpu programme in the
municipal office last night.

JC Prabhakar continues
to protest in his office

PNS n NELLORE

Nellore city Mayor Sravanti has
complained to Superintendent
of Police Tirumaleswar Reddy
against some corporators stat-
ing that they tried to attack her
and also misbehaved with her.

The Mayor, along with some
corporators and leaders of
tribal welfare associations here
on Tuesday, met the SP. She
complained to the SP that
some Corporators tried to
attack her. They also misbe-
haved with her and insulted
her, she told the SP.  

The Mayor has already
lodged a complaint at the 4th
town police station against

Corporators M Gowry,
Bobbala Srinivas Yadav, and
Vijay Bhaskar Reddy for trying

to attack her.  
Talking to the media, the

Mayor said that the SP

responded positively and
assured of taking action against
the Corporators. She alleged
that the Corporators also filed
false cases against the women
corporators, who were sup-
porting her. The Mayor vowed
to go to any extent for justice. 

“If needed I will go to the
Supreme Court. Since I am
with the rural MLA
Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy
who rebelled against the
YSRCP some Corporators were
harassing me and other women
corporators,” she stated. She
made it clear that she did not
object to placing a portrait of
Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy in her chamber.

Some corporators attacked
me, alleges Nellore Mayor

Varikepudisela project gets NBWL clearance
PNS n NARASARAOPET

The National Board for Wild
Life (NBWL) clearance has
given approvals for the con-
struction of the Varikapudisela
Lift Irrigation Project in the
Palnadu district.  

Since the Varikapudisela
project is being constructed in
the forest area, approvals from
the NBWL clearance for the
conservation of the reserve
forest are required. The NBWL
approved permission for the
project on Tuesday after exam-
ining the reports submitted by
the AP government.

Narasaraopet MP Lavu Sri
Krishnadevarayalu has striven
a lot to get the permissions for
the project. The Varikapudisela
lift irrigation project is a seven
decades long pending dream of
the people of the area. Official
sources said that the land for
the construction of major parts

of this project like the pump
house, pressure main, break
pressure tank, and other struc-
tures is located in a forest
area, which is a prime area of

Rajiv Gandhi Wildlife
Sanctuary, Nagarjuna Srisailam
Tiger Sanctuary.

A total of 19.13 hectares of
forest land is to be acquired for

the project. Revenue land is to
be given as compensation.
Wildlife permission is required
for the movement of forest land
for construction.

MP Sri Krishnadevarauyalu
requested the Central govern-
ment many times for forest per-
mits and he also explained the
significance of the project in the
Palnadu area. MP Sri
Krishnadevarayalu and MLA
Pinnella Ramakrishna Reddy
played a key role in getting the
permits, a YSRCP leader
claimed. Officials said that
through the Varikapudisela pro-
ject,  about 70,000 acres would
be irrigated, and drinking water
could also be provided to 4.5
lakh people in Veldurthi, Durgi,
Bollapally mandals of Macherla
and Vinukonda constituencies.
The construction of this project
is to be done in the Nallamada
forest area near Gangalakunta
in Veldurthi mandal.

PNS n ONGOLE

YSRCP leader and MLA
Balineni Srinivasa Reddy
objected to the claims of TDP
leader and former MLA
Damacharla Janardhan on the
TIDCO houses.

Talking to the media here on
Tuesday, Balineni Srinivasa
Reddy referred the selfie photo
which he took in the backdrop
of TIDCO houses and posted
on social media by
Damacharla stating that the
TDP regime had collected Rs
14,000 from the people, start-
ed the construction of 4,000
houses but could not complete
the construction of house.  

It is shameful for
Damacharla Janardhan to take
a selfie in the backdrop of
TIDCO houses. Balineni
demanded accounts for the

money collected from people.
The YSRCP MLA said that the
government proposed to give
house sites to the poor at
Yarajarla but the TDP prevent-
ed it by approaching the court.
Balineni made it clear that the
YSRCP government would
hand over house sites to the
poor overcoming the obstacles.

During the TDP regime
1392 houses were constructed
at a cost of Rs 80 crore at

Chintala village and 90% of the
construction of houses had
been completed and alloca-
tions of houses were made on
lottery basis. At Koppolu vil-
lage, 4655 houses were con-
structed at a cost of Rs 450
crore of which the construc-
tion of 2736 houses had been
completed 70 % and alloca-
tions were made on lottery
basis to the beneficiaries, a
TDP leader claimed.

PNS n KADAPA

Creating a flutter in the political circles, TDP
posters embossed with the image of YS Suitha,
daughter of slain former minister YS
Vivekananda Reddy, were seen in Proddatur
town on Tuesday. The posters welcoming
Sunitha into politics appeared all over the town.

The posters bore the images of TDP chief N
Chandrababu Naidu, Nara Lokesh, K
Atchennaidu, B.Tech Ravi, slain leader YS
Vivekananda Reddy and YS Sunitha.

It may be mentioned here that YS Sunitha,
the daughter of slain Vivekananda Reddy, hit the
headlines by approaching the Supreme Court
on Viveka’s murder investigation. 

However, the posters did not resemble the
posters which are usually passed by the TDP.
The posters welcoming YS Sunita into politics
assumed significance in the backdrop of predic-
tions by YSRCP leaders including Sajjala
Ramakrishna Reddy.  

Interestingly, neither YS Sunitha nor 
TDP make any statement on Vivekananda's
daughter joining the TDP. Sunitha is a practis-
ing doctor.

Balineni contests Damacharla’s
claims on TIDCO houses

Posters welcoming YS Sunitha
into politics appear in Proddatur

C R I M E  B E A T

PNS n KURNOOL

Four persons were injured
when a car in which they
were travelling collided with
a Bolero vehicle between
Pyalakurthi and Kottur vil-
lages in Kodumuru mandal
on Tuesday.

Police said that a car collid-

ed with the SUV resulting in
the car veering off the road
and overturned after hitting
a tree. The SUV was going to
Kurnool from Kodumur and
the car was going in the
opposite direction. The
injured were shifted to the
government hospital in
Kurnool.

4 injured as car
collides with SVU

PNS n TIRUPATI

One person was killed and
another critically injured
when the motorcycle which
they were riding rammed a
tree at Talakona village near
forest check-post on
Tuesday.

Police said that the
deceased Imran Basha (35)
and the injured Jafar were
coming from Talakona vil-

lage on the motorcycle. 
Their motorcycle veered

off the road and rammed a
roadside tree killing Imran
Basha on the spot. The
injured Jafar was shifted to
hospital in an ambulance
where his condition was
said to be critical.
Yerravaripalem police reg-
istered a case and shifted
the body to the GGH for
postmortem.

Bike rams tree, one killed PNS n GUNTUR

Mayor Naga Manohar Naidu
and Municipal Commissioner
Keerthi Chekuri formally
launched the works of the
Naaz centre -Bus stand road.
The road would be construct-
ed at an estimated cost of Rs
1.09 crore.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mayor Manohar Naidu said
that Rs 160 crore worth devel-
opment works had been car-
ried out in the city so far.
Development works are being
carried out in all the 57 wards
in the city, he added.

He said that the road from
the Naz Centre to the bus stand
is a busy road in the city and
accordingly the road is being

developed drain to drain with
funds of over Rs 1.09 crore. He
said that a central divider and
lighting have already been
installed on the road.

Commissioner Keerthi
Chekuri said that the 932

metres BT road from Naz to
Bus stand is being construct-
ed on the drain to drain basis.
The quality standards of the
works would not be compro-
mised, she made it clear.

She said that for the conve-

nience of the people of the city,
the widening works of major
roads such as Pedda Patlalur,
Nandivelugu Road and Kugler
Hospital Road have been com-
pleted, the widening works of
ET Agraharam, Donka Road,
Saradakalani, Reddy Palem
Road are in progress and the
Inner Ring Road Phase 3 work
is also going on fast.

MLA Mohammad Mustafa
said that development works
are being carried out to ensure
that Guntur city ranks first in
the state in terms of develop-
ment. He said that the con-
struction of roads and drains
has already been done in each
ward. The engineers, officials
and corporators were among
those who were present.

Guntur Mayor launches road works  

1000 litres of jaggery wash destroyed

Govt forgot poll
promises: Bopparaju
PNS n KAKINADA

AP JAC president Bopparaju
Venkateswerlu has asked the
teachers, employees and work-
ers to be prepared for a unit-
ed struggle against the State
government in getting the
legitimate demands fulfilled.

Addressing a dharna of
employees, and teachers  in
response to the call given by
the  AP JAC at the dharna
chowk here on Tuesday, he
alleged that the govern-
ment had conveniently for-
gotten the election eve
assurances  and is  now
resorting to severe repres-
sive measures.

Bopparaju further alleged
that the state government had
miserably failed in solving the
problems of employees both
regular, CPS, contract, out-
sourcing, contingent, time
scale besides the teachers and
workers, scheme workers.
Bopparaju has demanded the
government to arrange pay-
ment of  11 PRC arrears,
appointment of  12 the PRC
and revival of the old system
of pension  and payment of
DR arrears to pensioners.
Union leaders Pithani
Trinadharao, Sansani
Srinivasarao along with other
union leaders participated in
the dharna.

PNS n KAKINADA

A worker travelling on a
tractor sitting on the heavy
mudguard by the side of the
driver died on the spot
when he fell down due to the
bumps and came under the
wheel, on the outskirts of
Peda Brahmadevam village
of Samalkot mandal on
Tuesday, police said.

The Samalkot police have
registered a case and iden-
tified the deceased as Nagu
(26). The Body was sent to
Area hospital at
Peddapuram for post-
mortem and further inves-
tigation is on , police added.

Worker run over
by speeding
tractor

PNS n TIRUPATI

The 12th convocation of Sri
Venkateswara Institute of
Medical Sciences (SVIMS)
University will be held here on
Thursday.

Dr Minu Bajpai, Vice
President and Honorary
Executive Director, National
Board of Examinations in
Medical Sciences (NBEMS),
New Delhi, will be the Chief
Guest and deliver the convo-
cation address, SVIMS Vice
Chancellor Dr B.Vengamma
said in a release here on
Tuesday.

TTD Chairman and SVIMS
University Chairman-Cum

Chancellor Y V Subba Reddy
will preside over the function.

TTD Executive Officer A V
Dharma Reddy, Joint
Executive Officer (Health and
Medical) Sada Bhargavi and
SVIMS Governing Council
members will participate in
the Convocation.

12th convocation 
of SVIMS tomorrow

PNS n ELURU

Eluru District Collector V Prasanna
Venkatesh conducted a surprise inspection
of the Nadu Nedu second phase works at
Vadluru village in Pedapadu mandal on
Tuesday.

The Collector inspected the construc-
tion works of classrooms on the premis-
es of ZP high school. He also inspected the
construction works of girl toilets and
directed the officials concerned to com-
plete the works by the end of June, 2023.
The Collector inquired with engineer
Prasad about the funds spent so far on the
works. The Collector instructed the engi-
neers to maintain high quality in the
works.  The sports ground should be lev-
elled for the students to play Koko and vol-

leyball games, he told them. The Collector
also inquired about the drinking water
facility in the school. The authorities were
directed to prepare proposals for the con-
struction of the school's compound wall.
The Collector expressed satisfaction over
the progress of the works. Later the
Collector inspected the RBK at the village
where the moisture of the paddy produce
was measured in the presence of Collector.

The Collector inquired about the procure-
ment of paddy produce from the farmers,
availability of gunny bags and the func-
tioning of the online system.

Collector Prasanna Venkatesh also vis-
ited the Pedacheruvu irrigation tank.
The villagers complained to the Collector
that a large extent of the tank had been
encroached and the water of the tank
being drawn illegally by some persons.
Later, the Collector inspected the housing
board site.

Assistant Trainee Collector Apoorva
Bharat, Civil Supplies District Manager
Manju Bhargavi, Civil Supplies Officer RSS
Raju, MPDO Nirmala Jyoti, Tehsildar
Vijayakumar and other officials were
among those who accompanied the
Collector.

DC inspects ‘Nadu-Nedu' worksPNS n MANCHERIAL

A 24-year-old man was brutal-
ly done to death in broad day-
light and in full public view on
Tuesday for allegedly harass-
ing a married woman at
Indaram village under Jaipur
mandal in the district. The
incident created panic among
the people. 

The deceased was identified
as Muske Mahesh. Four per-
sons chased him and mur-
dered him by hitting him on
the head with a boulder,
according to police. 

Tension was brewing
between Mahesh and the fam-
ily members of a married
woman, whose husband died
by suicide, for some time.

The police said that Mahesh
allegedly had an affair with the
woman, identified as
Peddapalli Shruti. But the
parents of the woman married
her off to someone else. 

It led to a conflict between
Mahesh and the family mem-
bers of the woman. After the
marriage, Mahesh allegedly
uploaded intimate pictures
and videos on social network-

ing sites. It allegedly led to the
woman’s husband commit-
ting suicide and her mother-
in-law, too, died later. 

Later, the woman returned
to her parents' house and was
staying with them. But,
Mahesh continued to send
obscene text messages. The
family members of the woman
reportedly warned him sever-
al times, but he did not mend
his ways, the police said. 

On Tuesday, Mahesh, while
moving past the woman’s
house on a motorcycle,
honked the horn times and
again. It incensed the woman’s
parents and her relatives. They
allegedly caught and attacked
him. Mahesh died on the
sport.   

YOUTH DONE TO DEATH BRUTALLY 
FOR SEXUAL HARASSMENT

PNS n BAPATLA

The police conducted a car-
doon and search operation in
the Vedullapalli police station
limited, found 1000 litres of
jaggery wash meant to brew
illicit liquor and destroyed it.

The police here on
Tuesday said that the police
teams conducted a cardoon
and search operation at the
village and found 1000 litres

of jaggery wash buried in the
soil. The fermented jaggery
was meant for distillation of

illicit liquor. The police
destroyed the jaggery wash.
The police also seized 15

litres of country-made liquor,
3 KGs of black jaggery, 1 KH
super phosphate.  

SP Vakul Jindal warned of
stringent action if illicit
liquor is brewed or sold.  He
warned of invoking the PD
Act if repeatedly involved in
such crimes.  The SP asked
people to inform about the
illegal activities to helpline
number 83338 13228 or to
100.



D
ata from present
short-term lending
markets suggests the

possibility of this in the
coming years. According to
RBI data, personal loan
demand remained the high-
est among all other sectors at
42% in Q1 FY 22-23.
Traditionally, short-term
borrowing is limited to bank
credit, credit cards, credit
unions, retirement fund
redemption, finance compa-
nies and friends & family.
Each of them carries their
shortcomings. Bank credit &
finance company borrowers
are liable to provide collater-
al assets and pay loan servic-
ing & processing fees. This is
added on by penalties in case
of monthly payment delay.
Rates often depend on the
credit score of the borrower
and banks may also sell your
debt to any other institution
which can lead to changes in
loan structuring, fees &
maybe even interest rate on
short notice. Credit cards
may be a good way to boost
the credit score but a month-
ly payment miss may lead to
an immediate effect on cred-
itworthiness. 

More importantly, the
cost of borrowing is much

higher than bank loans
which will be added on by
fees & penalties for pay-
ment delays. Credit cards are
also an emerging domain for
fraudsters and thus we have
to regularly check our bills to
match purchases, adding
time and effort to the
process. Credit unions tend
to solve some of the issues
about banks & credit cards
but they have exclusive
access for members only
and generally cap the max-
imum amount of borrowing,
not to forget that we have to
contribute to the fund regu-
larly. Retirement funds like
Provident Fund are essential-
ly meant for retirement cor-
pus and redeeming them
must be an option only in
case strictly needed in the
absence of other options.

Peer-to-peer lending or
crowd lending is an emerg-
ing solution to many of the
problems faced by the bor-
rower in the prevalent meth-
ods of borrowing. It allows
individuals to directly lend
and borrow money, thereby
eliminating intermediary
institutions like banks,
finance companies & regu-
latory hurdles surrounding
such institutions. It also
eliminates the need for doc-
umentation including stan-
dard credit history checks
and processing. The costs of
processing, documentation
and payment delays are often
a fraction of what it would
cost in other approaches.
Most P2P Lending compa-
nies do not ask for collater-
al on lending and offer bet-
ter rates for borrowers with
good prior records. It comes
as a dual benefit as an
Investor can hope to earn
premium return rates on
the investment in such com-
panies while a borrower can
avoid multiple hassles of
traditional borrowing plat-
forms.

P2P Lending compa-
nies are already recognised
as NBFCs by RBI, thus
securing regulatory hurdles

for Investors and borrowers.
According to an RBI
Consultation Paper on Peer
to Peer Lending, this sector
is well-regulated in only a
few countries across the
world. Many including
China, South Korea and
Ecuador are looking for
clear definitions for regula-
tion of the platforms.
Developed markets like
France, and Germany
recognised P2P lending
firms as Banks, thus adding
more regulatory hurdles to
Borrowers & Investors.
While countries like the US
have state-wise regulation of
P2P Lending firms where
some states may ban the
practice while some only
allow select investors to
deal in such products. India
is in a much better position
in such a scenario with sim-
pler and unified national-
level regulation, thus offer-
ing flexibility to P2P lend-
ing firms, Investors as well
as borrowers. The onus now
remains on Investors,
Entrepreneurs and the
Financial Community as a
whole to find the way for-
ward.

(The writer is finance
researcher) 

T
he First Water Bodies Census is a good attempt to comprehend the issue. It found
2,424,540 water bodies, out of which 97.1 per cent (2,355,055) are in rural areas
and only 2.9 per cent (69,485) in cities and towns. The census, carried out by

the Ministry of Jal Shakti, was aimed at developing a national database for all water
bodies by collecting information including their size, condition, status of encroach-
ments, use, storage capacity, status of filling up of storage, etc. It found that 1.6 per
cent water bodies are encroached. Most of the encroachments, 95.4 per cent, are in
rural areas. Of all encroached water bodies, 62.8 per cent water bodies have less
than 25 per cent and 11.8 per cent have more than 75 per cent area under encroach-
ment. It may appear that with 95.4 per cent encroachments being in villages, the author-
ities at all levels should lay special emphasis in rural areas, but that is not correct. In

percentage terms, cities suffer much more than vil-
lages. In Delhi, for example, 216 out of 893 water
bodies — or almost every fourth — have been
encroached. If this is the situation in the national
Capital, one can imagine the plight of other and small-
er cities. In Chennai, the encroachment problem
acquired alarming proportions, resulting in floods in
recent years. Just like the southern metropolis, other
cities are also suffering from, among other problems,
waterlogging during the rainy season because of the
vanishing or shrinking lakes, ponds, etc.

It is not that the Government has been unaware
of the problem of vanishing water bodies. It has an
RRR (Repair, Renovation & Restoration) scheme which

is a component of the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (Har Khet Ko Pani). It
provides Central assistance to States for the creation and restoration of irrigation poten-
tial. Its objectives are comprehensive: increasing tank storage capacity, ground water
recharge, higher availability of drinking water, improvement in agriculture and horticul-
ture productivity, etc. Then there is the Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain campaign
with the theme, “Catch the Rain, where it falls”. Launched in March 2021, it has five
focused interventions: rainwater harvesting and water conservation; enumerating, geo-
tagging and making inventory of all water bodies, and preparation of scientific plans
for water conservation; setting up Jal Shakti Kendras in all districts; intensive afforesta-
tion; and awareness generation. The survey also notes that the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) is driving water conservation and
water harvesting efforts all across rural India. This programme has helped to revive
many traditional water bodies, it claims. All Government schemes may be good, but
they are certainly not good enough to address the issue. At the heart of the problem
is politicians’ lackadaisical approach towards governance, which results in encroach-
ments and neglect of water bodies. That needs to change.

Ignoring plunder

in this scenario would seem to be befool-
ing his colleagues both in the Opposition
as well as the ruling regime but Pawar’s
success record thus far negates this
notion. This simply means that at the
back of his mind, the NCP president has
a bigger game plan to execute at a pre-
cise time. 

Azhar A Khan | Rampur 

HAVE FUN, BUT STAY SAFE
Sir — With summer vacation starting and
the children willing to go on outings, they
generally prefer beachside outings for get-
ting relief from the summer heat. The
Mahim beach, Mumbai, witnessed two
deaths by drowning of minor boys. Such
incidents send the wrong signal among
the picnickers in the city. More than 100

deaths are a cause for worry. 
Parents sending their children to such

dangerous spots have sleepless nights and
if they return without any mishap, then
it is their good luck. The city’s beaches
have become dangerous spots. Picnickers
will have to take all the precautions and
see that lifeguards are available before
entering the water. By ignoring warning
signals the students endanger them-
selves and get involved in the adventure.
The students lacked maturity by entering
the choppy sea and inviting trouble. Let
us take enough care to save human lives.
After all, prevention is better than cure. 

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai

‘MEHANGAI RAHAT’ CAMP
Sir — Glad to read that Rajathan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot has launched a
flagship initiative, 'Mehangai Rahat'
camp, from Mahapura Gram Panchayat
in Jaipur. These camps will be organised
across the State from April 24 to June 30
so that the benefits of various welfare
schemes reach the beneficiaries. Gehlot
said that inflation is affecting people badly
and that is why his government is pro-
viding relief by providing LPG cylinders
at `500 under Ujjwala Yojna. People are
unable to refill cylinders due to their cost,
so the Centre should provide relief. 

Registration has been made manda-
tory to join the 10 public welfare schemes
run by the state government. For the con-
venience of common people, a person
from any district can register in the camps
of other districts also through the
Rajasthan government's Jan Aadhar card.
According to officials, all needy families
will be provided relief from inflation by
connecting them with the state’s public
welfare schemes. The Opposition-ruled
states must also follow this example.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai 

THE ALLURE OF POWER
Sir — Leaders across political spectra,
hardselling different views and ideologies
coming together, is an uphill task in these
dog-eat-dog days of politics. But singu-
larly, it is the charm of power that
nudges this ragtag group of leaders to
come together ahead of the high-octane
Lok Sabha polls next year against the rul-
ing BJP regime. To the latter's glee, there
are obvious fissures regularly surfacing in
the Opposition over the Adani issue and
thereby throwing a spanner in the works;
thanks to the soft corner the master
strategist, veteran Sharad Pawar, has
developed for the Adani group.

The NCP chief in a bid to pacify his
angry allies cleared the air explaining that
he is not against the Opposition's demand
for the JPC per se, and in the same breath
saying that he is against politicisation of
the matter as well. An ordinary politician
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A woman shields her child from heat on a hot summer day, in Jabalpur PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Politicians’ neglect towards governance has resulted in

despoliation of water bodies, a Govt survey shows

T
he National Quantum Mission is a big pro-

ject that will give India an advantage in the

field of quantum technology. It has a bud-

get of Rs 6,003 crore for eight years and will

create four research hubs in different institutions

across the country. Quantum technology is use-

ful because it can perform calculations faster

and more accurately than traditional methods.

This makes it valuable in areas such as finance,

weather forecasting, and drug discovery.

Quantum technology is also very secure,

making it almost impossible to hack. This makes

it important in fields like defence, national secu-

rity, and cybersecurity. The development of quan-

tum computers and quantum communication

over long distances will help India become more

self-sufficient in these areas. Quantum technol-

ogy also has exciting applications in healthcare,

with the potential to improve drug discovery and

personalized medicine. Quantum sensing can

detect diseases at an early stage, leading to bet-

ter outcomes. The National Quantum Mission

will help India establish itself as a leader in this

technology and contribute to its goal of becom-

ing a knowledge-based economy.

India is already making progress in semicon-

ductors and AI, and the National Quantum

Mission will help India become a leader in quan-

tum technology too. This will reduce India's

reliance on foreign technology and create

opportunities for innovation and entrepreneur-

ship. It will also lead to the creation of high-value

jobs and contribute to the growth of the econ-

omy. India's leadership in quantum technolo-

gy will have a global impact, helping to solve

problems such as climate change, cybersecu-

rity, and healthcare. India has the potential to

be at the forefront of this revolution and make

a significant contribution to society. 

Amarjeet Kumar | Hazaribagh

the sixties, won first as an
Independent, joined the
Congress, and changed par-
ties thrice again within a
fortnight!

Karnataka has a long
history of migrant and
betrayal politics which
resulted in government col-
lapse not once or twice but
several times. Between 1967
and 1983, there were approx-
imately 2,700 defections at
the state level, with 15
becoming chief ministers,
according to PRS Legislative
Research. What is defection?
A turncoat in politics hap-
pens when a legislator leaves
the party on whose symbol
they won and joins another
party. These turncoats treat
disqualification as a mere
detour to return to the
House by recontesting.

After the passage of the
Anti-Defection Law in 1985
to check the menace, the
pace fell, but the trend con-
tinued. A fourth of the cur-
rent MLAs had won on a dif-
ferent party ticket and one in
six won elections on more
than one party ticket.
According to India Today's
Data Intelligence Team, of
the 341 turncoat candidates
in Karnataka in the last three
assembly elections, 78 won,

while 263 lost. Also, the
count has increased over
time, with the highest num-
ber in the 2018 election.

Incidentally, the BJP has
been in power in Karnataka
for nine years at different
terms but has never secured
a majority. It had to depend
on the turncoats to form
their government. In the
previous 2018 Assembly
polls, the BJP won 104 out of
the 224 seats. But J.D. (S)
(37) and the Congress(76)
coalition formed the govern-
ment, though BJP emerged
as the single largest party.
However, the Kumaraswamy
coalition government col-
lapsed after the BJP engi-
neered a coup with 18 MLAs
from Congress and J.D. (S),
bringing it back to power.
Voters elected 15 of the 17
defected legislators in 2019.

The BJP leader
Yediyurappa became the
chief minister four times, the
only leader to do so, but
never once completed a full
term. Two of his terms last-
ed just a few days each. His
government collapsed in
2007, 2011, and 2018.

Why do the voters return
the turncoats? The rival par-
ties are willing to embrace
them and field them again.

They see the migration now
as more of a vehicle that
lends credibility and gets
influential positions in their
chosen party. Switching par-
ties do not always affect the
migrants. Of the 833 turn-
coats, BJP filed in the last
decade, 44 per cent of won
re-elections.

Traditionally, turncoats
depended on the migrant
party's goodwill, cadres, and
ability to finance. Small-
time leaders acquire a new
image to win. In the case of
famous leaders, they carry
their vote bank. The moral of
the story is that turncoats
cannot be wished away by
bringing stringent laws. They
remain constant whichever
party comes to power in a
hung kind of Assembly.

Sadly, the turncoats are
here to stay as long as polit-
ical parties encourage them,
the public votes for them to
return, and defectors believe
in self-interest. If the trend is
not checked, it will damage
Indian democracy.
Awareness of the voters and
shaming the turncoats could
be the answer once the pub-
lic sees the threat. 

(The writer is a senior
journalist and columnist. The
views expressed are personal)

Will turncoats turn
tables in K’taka?

T
he party-hopping
peaked before the
elections. How far
these turncoats
would damage the

BJP is unknown. Despite its
insisting that this migration
would not affect its poll
prospects, the exit of prominent
faces could be bad optics. The
BJP already faces anti-incum-
bency and is battling allegations
of corruption. Besides, the state
has a tradition of not returning
the ruling party to power. There
are other issues like caste poli-
tics.

Some veterans and old-
timers are miffed over their
non-inclusion in the candidate
lists. The erosion is due to
BJP's calculated decision to
purge older candidates for
younger and new faces. Also,
those who sensed they would
not get a ticket and those who
could gauge the public's mood
against the party have defected
to Congress and Janata Dal
(Secular.)

Last week, the BJP fielded
52 new candidates and retained
90 sitting MLAs, including 11
from Congress and J.D. (S)
who crossed over in 2019 to
help it wrest power from the
Kumaraswamy coalition. The
former chief minister, a former
State BJP President, and a six-
time MLA, Jagdish Shetter, tops
the list of these migrants. BJP
attempted damage control by
offering him the post of gover-
nor or a central minister, but he
rejected it to contest from a
Congress ticket.

The other disappointed vet-
erans include Laxman Savadi-
a heavyweight Ex-deputy chief
minister, S Angara- a six-time
MLA, R. Shankar- BJP MLC
and M P Kumaraswamy-
Mudigere, BJP MLA. Most are
from the influential Lingayat
community, traditionally sup-
porting the BJP since the late
1990s.            

Defections are not new to
Indian politics. The Congress
Socialist Party broke away from
Congress as early as 1948. The
party split in Uttar Pradesh in
1950, Andhra Pradesh in 1953,
and Haryana in 1967 ( famous
(Aya Ram Gaya Ram" case.) A
Haryana legislator, Gaya Ram of

The National Quantum Mission edge

With the number of party hoppers rising before polls, there’s muted talk
that they could spoil the chances of the ruling BJP returning to power

SOME VETERANS
AND OLD-TIMERS

ARE MIFFED 
OVER THEIR 

NON-INCLUSION
IN THE CANDIDATE

LISTS. THE
EROSION IS DUE

TO THE BJP'S
CALCULATED
DECISION TO

PURGE OLDER
CANDIDATES FOR

YOUNGER AND
NEW FACES

Peer-to-peer lending is a good option for short-term borrowing; it is
borrower friendly, economical and does not penalise the borrowers 

RISHABH KUMAR

KALYANI  SHANKAR 

A viable alternative for

short-term borrowings
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IF WE CAN
SECURE SPACE

FOR MORE
TIGERS WITH

BETTER
NATURAL

FOREST AND
INTEGRATED

OVERALL
LANDSCAPE

MANAGEMENT,
WE WILL BE

SUPPORTING
THE

SUSTENANCE OF
ENTIRE LIFE-
SUPPORTING
RESOURCES

(The writer is the former
Director-General of
ICFRE, Ministry of

Environment, Forests
and Climate Change)

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi
on the occasion of the comple-
tion of 50 years of Project Tiger
released the 2022 Tiger census
report while visiting the

Bandipur Tiger Reserve in Karnataka. The
Tiger population in the country now has
increased by 200 and stood at 3167
Tigers. Tiger is at the apex of the food
chain and the presence of Tiger reflects
the stability and equilibrium in the
ecosystems. In the tropical climate of
India, the stability of different ecosystems
is essential for sustaining the water and
other biological resources which are
important for all forms of life. Tigers were
not only mercilessly hunted by trigger-
happy hunters but 95 % of their habitat
was destroyed, fragmented and degraded
by the clearing of forests for agriculture
and infrastructure purposes globally. At
the beginning of 1900 there were 1 lakh
Tigers globally and even in India at the
time of 1947 around 40,000 Tigers exist-
ed but by 1972 when Project Tiger was
launched only 1411 Tigers had remained. 

Project Tiger in India was launched on
1st April 1973 from Jim Corbett National
Park with the help and support of top
political leadership. Today with the ded-
ication of state and central forest depart-
ment officers and support from political
leadership, the Indian Tiger population
has reached 3167 which constitutes three
fourth of the global Tiger population.
Among the seven Tiger range countries
that are members of the Global Tiger
Forum, the achievements of India are
spectacular. This story of Tigers bounc-
ing back is the story of grit, struggle and
unflinching professionalism of Indian
Forest Service officers, Members of State
Forest Services, our Rangers, Foresters and
Forest Guards, Wildlife NGOs, nature
lovers and the dedicated support of peo-
ple living in and around 32 million ha of
forests for their love for the forest and
wildlife conservation. 

One of the reasons for success is the
strategy of mainstreaming the core liveli-

hood sustaining needs of local peo-
ple in the overall wildlife manage-
ment plans, especially over 5.28 %
of the 998 protected area networks
over 75,000 sq km of forests. This
strategy of synergy also helped
people agree to the relocation of
villages from the core areas. One
of the high points of the 2023 Tiger
census has been the increase of
Tiger population in Territorial
Forest Divisions of the country
which augurs well for wildlife
habitat management and also sig-
nifies the success of government
attempts to provide better econom-
ic opportunities in forested regions
for the people and reduction in
poverty. The state of Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka and
Uttarakhand are the major Tiger
states where 50% of the Tiger pop-
ulation is found. It signals the
skewed nature of Tiger density and
flags a key agenda for action for the
foresters and the political leader-
ship. 

Project Tiger though is a suc-
cess in the conservation of forests
and biodiversity, however, there is
a need to focus on those aspects
which are necessary to consolidate
these gains after reviewing the pro
and cons based on our experience
and there should be no room for
complacency for that if we live on
our laurels the situation would
turn backwards very fast given the
climatic vagaries we need to tack-
le amid population pressure on
our natural resources especially
the fragmentation of landscapes
and habitats. Further, managing
the Tigers for overall ecosystem
stability lends support to our
food, water, medicinal and nutri-
tional security. If we can secure
space for more Tigers with better
natural forests and integrated
overall landscape management,
we will be supporting the suste-

nance of entire life-supporting
resources. It will reduce human-
animal conflicts and thus ensure
maintaining law and order in
rural areas. It will not be an
exaggeration to say that at the dis-
trict and sub-district level, the
administration needs to integrate
efficient management of forest
habitats and ensure climate-
resilient development. This will
ensure better law and order,
reduce crime and lead to the
development and thus peaceful
administration.

The forest departments of the
states and the centre are still hand-
icapped with less equipped policy
support, infrastructure framework
and finances. The Tiger Protector
forest officials and locals are faced
with poachers and hunters who are
armed with sophisticated weapons.
The increase in the Tiger popula-
tion can also be attributed to the
arrest of Sansar Chand the noto-
rious Tiger and wildlife poacher.
Though Sariska and Panna are
excellent examples of bringing
Tigers back it also sounds alarm
bells because in many places the
Tigers in protected areas like in Sri
Venkateswara National Park and a
few other Tiger reserves the Tigers
have become extinct. The infra-
structure in terms of manpower,
firearms and latest weapons, mod-
ern communication gadgets/
equipment/vehicles and conse-
quent legal backing is lacking in
the forest departments. 

Then there is a virtually
insignificant amount of money
spent on natural forests and degrad-
ed forests are also increasing in
many places as the regeneration of
many flagship species is shrinking
and as the Tiger density increases
it will also lead to conflicts with the
people unless the focus is not on
overall landscapes monitoring.  

According to the data of the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA), there were
121 Tiger deaths in 2022 and 127
in 2021. Madhya Pradesh in the
last 10 years (2012-2022) has
recorded the highest number of
tiger deaths 270 in total, followed
by Maharashtra at 184 and
Karnataka at 150. 

Though many of the deaths
were due to natural reasons like
old age and territorial fights,
poaching incidents also cannot be
ignored. It can be confidently
stressed that had the infrastruc-
ture of men and material been
better perhaps the tiger popula-
tion today would have crossed
4000. A few things required are
increasing the field staff strength
across the forest wings for better
results because it is one sector
that needs increasing rather than
cutting the flab; bringing field
staff at par with police in-service
conditions, creating the modern
infrastructure of equipment and
weapons including empowering
the forest staff under police Acts;
infuse synergy/convergence of
funds for territorial as well as
non-forest landscape manage-
ment and eco-development activ-
ities; issue guidelines on eco-
tourism etc.

The Director-General of
Forests needs to discuss this with
the foresters, researchers and other
wildlife lovers to chalk out a future
strategy and put it up forcefully
before the Prime Minister and his
Ministers for professionalizing
and up-scaling the sector to
achieve better results.  

Blurb: If we can secure space
for more Tigers with better natur-
al forest and integrated overall
landscape management, we will be
supporting the sustenance of entire
life-supporting resources

Project Tiger: No
room for complacency
Project Tiger is a success in the conservation of forests and biodiversity; now we
must focus on consolidating the gains made by it and learn from experience

M
any people across the world pray to a higher source of energy,
which is known to have different names in different faiths. They
all remember God and worship him with a common belief that

he can do anything, including raising the dead and breathing life into inan-
imate matter. Some also believe that God micro-manages the affairs of
this world, to the extent that every leaf moves as per his will. These beliefs
seem to be extrapolations of God's omnipotence. But these simple ideas
are erroneous exaggerations. Because they simply stem from a misun-
derstanding of God's role and the eternal laws that govern human life
and the world in general.

Not many of us know that God's acts are divine and unlike humans,
he is indeed omnipotent, but he works according to the laws of nature
and the law of karma. Which simply says that- every soul in this world
experiences joy or sorrow according to the kind of actions it performs.
This law of cause-and-effect functions automatically. Hence, Supreme
Almighty, the loving, benevolent and merciful Father and Teacher, teach-
es his children, how good thoughts, words and actions give good returns,
and about the damage one can inflict on oneself by creating negative
thoughts and speaking or acting under the influence of vices. In short,
God educates us with the right knowledge. Hence, after acting accord-
ing to our free will, it is obvious that we must bear the consequences
of our doing. He does not intervene to alter the results for anyone, for
that would be unjust and a violation of the law of karma. Similarly, God
does not bring the dead back to life because that is against the law of

nature. Birth, death and rebirth are natural processes in the cycle of life
wherein when, where and how one is born or dies is, again, decided by
one's actions. Alright! So, then what does he do? God comes to this
world to perform three divine tasks – 1-Create a new world 2- Destroy
the old world which has become too vicious for HIS children to live in,
and 3- Sustain the new order.

We all know that everything passes through three stages- beginning,
middle and end. Every beginning has an end and every end leads to a
new beginning. We call it creation, sustenance and destruction. In that
sense, nothing is destroyed, it just changes form. It is renewed from old
to new, just like a building is re-developed. This is how the eternal drama
of life goes on and on. When souls lose their purity after repeated birth
and death and after getting afflicted by the five vices of lust, greed, anger,
attachment and ego, nature also gets influenced by their vicious actions
hence from its super excellent state, she gradually becomes utterly degrad-
ed. It is at this time when the Supreme Almighty himself comes to give
wisdom and power to human souls and guide them back to their orig-
inal super excellent stage.

HE teaches them the method of Rajyoga, by which they can tap into
the resources of peace, love, purity and power latent in them and become
free of the negativities that had held them in bondage. This process of
human transformation is accompanied by great changes in the world
by which everything of the old order is destroyed and a new world slow-
ly takes shape. The human souls leave the old world en masse and then
start taking birth in the new one, each at its own time. This is how the
old world is destroyed and a new one emerges out of it. This rejuvena-
tion takes place in every cycle of time, and Almighty Supreme sustains
the new world through those individuals who have made themselves capa-
ble of this task by following God's teachings fully and have filled them-
selves with divine virtues by removing all traces of vices. It is these divine
beings, who are worshipped all over the world as deities to this day. That
is why, their life is held up as an illustration of the highest code of con-
duct and their divine status as the loftiest a human can aspire for.

(Writer is a spiritual educator popular columnist for publications
across India, Nepal & UK)

FIRSTCOLUMN
WE ARE RESPONSIBLE 

FOR OUR KARMA

I
ndia is at the forefront of
tackling climate change.
The world has often looked

to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for leadership in tack-
ling the hardships caused by
climate change. India has
demonstrated a people-led
action agenda to deal with cli-
mate change. Unlike some,
India is not waiting for the
developed world to own up to
the responsibility to launch
one of the largest people-led
mass movements to heal and
repair the environment.

While the 100th episode
of ‘Mann Ki Baat’ is being
awaited with anticipation, it’s
worthwhile to look back to
reflect on the contributions of
the monthly radio broadcast
to help in building the mass
movement for the wellbeing of
the environment. Global

warming, with a 1.5-2 degree
Celsius rise in the global tem-
perature compared to pre-
industrial levels, is threatening
to melt glaciers.
Accompanying rising sea lev-
els may jeopardize the lives of
millions of people living in
Island nations and coastal
regions.

In the 14th episode of
‘Mann Ki Baat’, PM Modi
said: “The earth’s temperature
should not rise anymore. This
is everyone’s concern and
responsibility. To prevent ris-
ing temperatures, the first
step is energy conservation.”
This set up an ambitious task
in rolling the initiatives by the
Central government in the
direction of energy conserva-
tion. In his trademark conver-
sational style, PM Modi spoke
of cutting down on energy

usage through the use of L.E.D
bulbs and even switching off
street lights on full moon
nights. PM Modi shared an
anecdote of Noor Jahan from
Kanpur, who with the help of
solar power lighted 500 homes
for Rs three per day per home.
This was a remarkable tale that
reached the ears of millions of
people all across the country,
who in turn adopted similar
measures.

India being a vast country
with diverse climatic condi-
tions has regions that are
prone to droughts and the
consequent ware scarcity. The
government through ambi-
tious schemes is working to
make potable water available
in each home. But the people
in the country have taken
cues from PM Modi’s illustra-
tive persuasion for the adop-

tion of an actionable agenda to
address the issue of water
scarcity.

In the 19th episode of
Mann Ki Baat, PM Modi
mentioned farmers from the
Hivrebazaar Gram Panchayat
in Ahmednagar district,
Maharashtra, who tackled the
issue of water scarcity by
changing the cropping pattern
and foregoing the crops that
demanded excessive amounts
of water, such as sugarcane
and banana.

In the Devas district of
Madhya Pradesh, the Gorwa
Gram Panchayat undertook a
drive to create 27 farm ponds,
increasing the groundwater
level and boosting agricultur-
al production by 20 per cent.
PM Modi’s illustrative persua-
sion to nudge the people to
adopt and adapt to a better

environment has been the
hallmark of the 99 episodes of
Mann Ki Baat.

The Namami Ganga pro-
gramme is close to the heart
of PM Modi, while also being
crucial for the rejuvenation of
India’s sacred rivers, which
nursed civilization for cen-
turies. The government effort
is helping to free the Ganga
River of 3 to 11 tonnes of
garbage daily. But PM Modi
enlisted the support of the
people to make the mission
successful. The Mann Ki
Baatthus has been instrumen-
tal in heralding ‘Jan Shakti’ to
achieve national goals.

Tales of individual and
collective efforts continue to
pour from all across the coun-
try in the direction of water
conservation, which found
mentions in the voice of PM

Modi in Mann Ki Baat, which
included one of Santosh Negi
from PauriGarhwal,
Uttarakhand, who before the
onset of Monsoon dug 250
small trenches four feet deep
alongside the playground to
save the rainwater, managing
to save crores of litres of rain-
water which fell on the play-
field.

The significance of such
efforts was driven home by
persuasive PM Modi who
stressed that only eight per
cent of rainwater was con-
served per year across India,
but if it was improved with the
help of the people the crisis of
water shortage could be dealt
with effectively.

Thus, age-old examples of
water conservation such as
‘Vav’ or step-wells in Gujarat
became well known across the

country because of Mann Ki
Baat. This led PM Modi to call
for the rejuvenation of 75
AmritSarovars across India.
Mission AmritSarovar is a
government initiative
launched in April 2022 to
construct and rejuvenate at
least 75 AmritSarovars in each
district. The mission aims to
overcome the water crisis in
rural areas and has set the tar-
get to construct 50,000
AmritSarovars by August 15,
2023. By February 8, 2023, 60
per cent of this target, or over
30,000 AmritSarovars, has
already been met.

Jan Shakti is the lifeline of
Jantantra or Loktantra
(democracy), and Mann Ki
Baat has truly been instru-
mental in making the people
take charge of the pressing
crises faced by the country.

The people in the country have taken cues from PM Modi’s illustrative persuasion for the adoption of actionable agenda to address environment issues

Mann Ki Baat: A dialogue with people to nurse nature

VK BAHUGUNA

SUMEET BHASIN

(Author is a policy analyst) 

Every beginning has an end and every

end leads to a new beginning

RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ JI
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S Gold jumps Rs 440; silver

declines Rs 360

G
old prices jumped Rs 440 to Rs 60,580 per 10 grams in the national capital on
Tuesday amid gains in precious metal prices globally, according to HDFC Securities.
The precious metal had closed at Rs 60,140 per 10 grams in the previous trade.

Silver, however, declined Rs 360 to Rs 75,240 per kg. "Spot gold prices in the Delhi
markets traded at Rs 60,580 per 10 grams, up Rs 440 per 10 grams," Saumil Gandhi,
Senior Analyst - Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said. In the international market,
gold was trading higher at USD 1,988.80
per ounce and silver was marginally down
at USD 25.01 per ounce. "Gold is trading
steady after posting gains in the early
morning session, helped by a softer dollar.
However, investors are looking forward to
further US economic data due this week to
gauge the Federal Reserve's next policy
move," Navneet Damani, Senior VP
Commodity Research at Motilal Oswal
Financial Services, said.

E-Trio plans to expand
presence to 20 cities

Glenmark to pay US$ 87.5 mn to
settle lawsuits over a product in US

G
lenmark Pharmaceuticals on Tuesday it will pay USD 87.5 million to three plaintiff groups to
settle multiple antitrust and consumer protection lawsuits in the US related to a generic drug.
There were multiple antitrust and consumer protection lawsuits, including a class action,

consolidated in the Eastern District of Virginia against the company and its subsidiary Glenmark
Pharmaceuticals Inc. in connection with generic Zetia, a drug for the treatment of cholesterol, the
Mumbai-based drug maker said in a regulatory
filing. The lawsuits alleged that in 2010,
Glenmark entered an anticompetitive agreement
to settle patent infringement litigation involving
a patent related to ezetimibe (the active
ingredient in Zetia) with Schering Corporation
and MSP Singapore Company LLC. The trial for
the case began on April 19, 2023 in the US
courts. Three plaintiff groups collectively
representing all of the claims against the
company and Merck are referred to as the
Direct Purchaser Plaintiffs, the Retailer Plaintiffs,
and the End-Payor Plaintiffs, Glenmark said. 

E
lectric vehicle maker E-Trio has partnered with E-Green Planet Solutions and unveiled
its first outlet in Tamil Nadu, the company said on Tuesday. The company which
inaugurated its showroom in Combatore has rolled out its current flagship Touro

Max++ at the outlet in Coimbatore. E-Trio has presence in 10 cities and has plans to expand
into 20 cities across the country including Chennai, Tiruchirappalli, Madurai, Salem. "This is
the third generation in the Touro Max
series and it comes with a certified range
of about 160 kms while it is on-road
range is anywhere between 120 kms and
has a payload capacity of up to 550 kg,"
company managing director Kalyan C
Korimerla said in a statement. The
Hyderabad-based firm has produced 700
vehicles since its entering into the three-
wheeler market. The company has a
production capacity to 4,000 vehicle units
per year and it would be ramping up
production this year, the company said.

PNS n MUMBAI

Equity benchmarks Sensex
and Nifty closed higher for the
second straight session on
Tuesday, helped by buying in
power and utility stocks amid
positive quarterly numbers
announced by heavyweight
companies.

However, foreign fund out-
flows and a muted trend in
global equities capped the
gains, traders said.

In a highly volatile trade, the
30-share BSE Sensex rose 74.61

points or 0.12 per cent to set-
tle at 60,130.71. During the
day, it hit a high of 60,268.67
and a low of 60,202.77.

The broader NSE Nifty
gained 25.85 points or 0.15 per
cent to end at 17,769.25.

"The domestic market suc-

ceeded in holding the gains,
though multiple attempts were
made by bears to reverse the
trend considering the weak
global market.

"Investors are highly ner-
vous as they await the release
of US GDP and PCE inflation
data, which will guide the
upcoming Fed action. The Fed
is expected to raise their rates
by another 25bps in its
announcement on 3rd May,"
according to Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Homegrown Larsen & Toubro
(L&T) on Tuesday said its
power transmission and distri-
bution business has won signif-
icant orders in the domestic and
overseas markets.

The infrastructure major
did not disclose the financial
details of the projects. However,
according to its classification,
significant orders value in the
range of Rs 1,000-2,000 crore.

The power transmission &
distribution (PT&D) business
of Larsen & Toubro (L&T)
Construction has recently
secured EPC orders in India
and overseas, the firm said in

a statement.
"The business has secured

orders to develop distribution
infrastructure in two discom cir-
cles of western Rajasthan. It
also bagged a power supply sys-
tem order for the second phase
of Chennai Metro. In the over-
seas market, the business won an
order to supply, construct, test
and commission a 132kV sub-
station in the UAE," it said.

Under the umbrella of the

Reforms-based Results-linked
Distribution Sector Scheme
(RDSS), distribution utilities in
the country have taken up
various modernisation mea-
sures to improve operational
efficiency and financial sustain-
ability.

Significantly reducing the
aggregate technical and com-
mercial (AT&C) losses at the
pan-India level is an important
objective of the scheme towards
which the discoms undertake
several distribution infrastruc-
ture improvements like segregat-
ing feeders, reconductoring,
cabling, augmenting line net-
works and elements, geo-tagging
of assets, etc.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Presence of lead in cheap cook-
ware, traditional medicines and
in cosmetics is a problem and
there is still a significant lack of
awareness of this problem at the
highest levels, health secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said on Tuesday.

Addressing a roundtable con-
vened here by the Center for
Global Development, in partner-
ship with Pahle India Foundation,
Pure Earth, the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), and
UNICEF, Bhushan further said
there is need to build awareness
of lead poisoning into the net-
work of 160,000 Ayushman

Bharat health and wellness clin-
ics operating in India.

Also, speaking at the event, for-
mer NITI Aayog Vice Chairman
Rajiv Kumar said lead poisoning
is a serious threat to India's
health, education, environment,
and economic growth.

Center for Global
Development's senior fellow
Rachel Silverman Bonnifield said
around the world, the silent
scourge of lead poisoning is steal-
ing children's potential while
driving the growing burden of
cardiovascular disease.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Tuesday invited all big and
small retailers to join the gov-
ernment-promoted Open
Network for Digital Commerce
(ONDC), as it would help in
creating huge opportunities
for everybody.

ONDC aims to promote an
open platform for all aspects of
e-commerce retail. It would
help small retailers expand
their business through e-com-
merce medium and reduce
the dominance of giants in the
sector. It is a non-profit com-
pany, which is formulating a set

of standards for voluntary
adoption by sellers or logistics
providers or payments gateway
operators.

ONDC will require an
undertaking from each partic-
ipant at the time of onboard-
ing that it will comply with the
policy in its entirety.

"The Walmarts and Flipkarts

of the world the Tatas, and
Reliances of the world, every-
body has a role in making
ONDC a success. So, we would
like to invite everybody to be
part of this journey in a free
and fair manner and nobody
will be discriminated against.
It is open to all. ONDC is open
for business," Goyal said here
at a function.

The industry ministry and
the consumer affairs ministry
are working together to ensure
that the grievances of con-
sumers are addressed. "We are
making sure that this platform
remains absolutely agnostic to
any influence," Goyal said,
adding the platform would

allow the e-commerce sector to
flourish without damaging a
large section of stakeholders
and small retailers. It would
allow small retailers to partic-
ipate in this journey of new
technologies and new ways of
doing business.

" ON D C  t h re ate ns
nobody. Even big e-com-
merce is not threatened. It
only unlocks and opens the
doors of opportunity," he
added. The platform, he
said, is using a system of
creating an inter-operable
network, allowing different
platforms to collaborate and
create an interface to help
the buyers and sellers.

PNS n NEW DELHI

More Indians consider
upskilling key to future-proof-
ing careers as compared to
their global counterparts, said
a report by edtech platform
Great Learning, which also
found 71 per cent Indian pro-
fessionals surveyed confident
of retaining their jobs versus 59
per cent, globally.

The report throws light on
the latest trends around the
intent to upskill, motivation
factors driving people to
upskill, hurdles preventing
others from upskilling, impact

of offices opening up on
upskilling, according to a
release. The trends are derived
from a combination of Great
Learning's own learner behav-
iour as well as a dipstick
among a sample of 3,000 work-
ing professionals across the
globe.

The report found that more
professionals polled in India
considered upskilling impor-
tant to future-proof careers
than their global counterparts.

In India, 85 per cent profes-
sionals consider upskilling
important to future-proof their
careers, whereas the globally

average is pegged at only 76
per cent.

Nearly 84 per cent South-

East Asian professionals and 76
per cent professionals from
Latin America give impor-

tance to upskilling when it
comes to future-proofing their
careers.

In contrast, only 64 per cent
and 66 per cent professionals
from more developed regions
like the US and the Middle
East, respectively, consider
upskilling important for
future-proofing their careers.

The report revealed that 83
per cent Indian professionals
plan to upskill in 2023 as
against 74 per cent profession-
als globally.

It found 71 per cent Indian
professionals confident of
retaining their jobs versus 59

per cent professionals global-
ly. In stark contrast to the opti-
mism shared by India's work-
force, professionals in the con-
sidered international markets
were less confident about their
job security through 2023
given the uncertain macroeco-
nomic conditions.

"While 71 per cent profes-
sionals in India are confident
about keeping their jobs in
2023, the global average is 59
per cent. Latin America has the
lowest proportion of profes-
sionals globally (44 per cent)
confident of retaining their
jobs this year," it said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Tuesday said the government is
not concerned about flash sales
on online platforms but is
against predatory pricing and
other cheating methods used by
e-retailers to restrict consumer
choices.

He also said that often con-
sumers purchasing goods on the
e-market place platform to avail
benefits of flash sales are divert-
ed to entities preferred or pro-
moted by the online retailer,
which is a cheating and against
the foreign direct investment
rules. "Why should I complain
if somebody want  to give a dis-
count... Consumers are getting
a good deal, we have no prob-
lem," Goyal, who also holds con-
sumer ministry portfolio, said
here at an event. He said that
there are two objections, one is
following the practice of preda-
tory pricing by dumping of
goods, and other is methods to
restrict consumer choices.

"We are only trying to stop
that cheating through the e-
commerce policy that we are

coming out with," the minister
said. Citing China, he said
dumping of goods at 'very' low
prices for a long period of time
kill domestic manufacturing
and force consumers to buy
goods at high prices.

"Today consumer may get
excited (about flash sales) but as
a policy maker, I have to look at
a long term good for the Indian
consumer and that predatory
pricing, or such methods in a way
to cheat public of choices is what
we are against," Goyal added.

He said that foreign e-com-
merce players have deep pock-
ets and for them investing few

billions of dollars in India and
register 'huge' losses are not a
problem. They are only into
accretion of customers at any
prices and cost, he said.

He reiterated that the coun-
try's FDI laws have to be respect-
ed by the e-commerce players
and market-place has to operate
as a market place.

The marketplace players can
sell products as their own single
brand platform, "we have no
problem, that is perfectly possi-
ble and permitted, but you can
not mix the market place model
with your single brand retail
model," he added.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Maruti Suzuki India on Tuesday
said it has upgraded its entire
range of vehicles to meet the
stricter emission norms under
the BSVI regime.

All company hatchbacks,
sedans, MPVs, SUVs and com-
mercial vehicles are now compli-
ant with the new BSVI Phase-II
real driving emissions (RDE) reg-
ulations, alongside being compat-
ible with E20 fuel as well, the auto
major said in a statement. The
new RDE compliant Maruti
Suzuki cars feature an enhanced
on-board diagnostics (OBD)
system to monitor emission
control systems of the car in real-
time and will notify drivers in
case of any malfunction, it added.

The products now also come
equipped with an electronic
stability control (ESC) system,
MSI said. "At Maruti Suzuki, we
are always finding new and
innovative ways to reduce emis-
sions from our vehicles..The
Government's drive to incorpo-
rate the new BS6 Phase II
norms will go a long way in con-
trolling emissions from vehicles
over their entire lifespan,"
Maruti Suzuki India Chief
Technical Officer C V Raman
noted.

PNS nNEW DELHI

Serum Institute of Life Sciences
will invest an additional USD 150
million in Biocon Biologics as the
partners decided to restructure
the deal which was inked in 2021,
Biocon said on Tuesday.

With the fresh capital infu-
sion, Serum's total investment in
Biocon Biologics will touch
USD 300 million. Biocon
Biologics Limited (BBL) and
Serum Institute of Life Sciences
(SILS) have reached an agree-
ment to withdraw from the orig-
inal equity structure contemplat-
ed under their strategic alliance
announced in September, 2021,
the Bengaluru-based biotechnol-
ogy firm said in a statement.

As per the new terms of the
collaboration, Serum Life
Sciences, a part of vaccine major
Serum Institute of India, would
make an additional equity
investment of USD 150 million
through the conversion of the
USD 150 million loan provided
to Biocon Pharma Ltd.

Some states trying
to distinguish
online games
based on chance
is mistake: ASG

PNS n NEW DELHI

Putting money on uncertain
events amounts to wagering
and the government's new
rules bar online real money
games that declare winners
based on prediction of the
unknown outcome, accord-
ing to Additional Solicitor
General N Venkataraman.

Amid attempts by certain
industry players to masquerade
wagering as a game of skills in
the wake of the new rules
issued under the Information
Technology (IT) Act, the gov-
ernment's senior law officer
said that some states are mak-
ing a mistake in trying to dis-
tinguish between a game of skill
and a game of chance in the
context of wagering.

He also emphasised that the
rules should be tested on the
basis of the country's

Constitution, statutory provi-
sions and Supreme Court
judgements.

"The new rules notified by the
Centre is very clear. There is no
ambiguity. Our courts have held
that wagering is illegal, and any
business predicated on wagering
is res extra commercium that is
a thing outside commerce. Such
businesses cannot be carried on
in India," Venkataraman told
PTI on Tuesday. In an interview,
he pointed out that putting
money on uncertain and
unknown events amounts to
wagering and the new rules bar
online real money games that

declare winners based on predic-
tion or speculation of the
unknown outcome.

The new rules mandate that
all online games which involve
an element of prize should be
registered with Self Regulatory
Organisations (SROs) that will
have a mix of experts from var-
ious fields. If any online game
involves any element of wager-
ing, then they would not be reg-
istered by the SROs and such
games cannot be hosted on the
internet. Any kind of advertise-
ment relating to such online
games are also prohibited under
the new rules.

Serum to pump in
additional US& 150
mn in Biocon Biologics

Centre's online games
rules very clear

Maruti Suzuki
upgrades its entire
model range

Big, small retailers should join ONDC

Call to enhance awareness
about lead poisoning

Equity markets log gains for
2nd day: power shares advance

L&T bags significant orders
in India, overseas markets

PNS n CHENNAI

Healthcare major Apollo
Hospitals Group has drawn up
plans to set up three more
genomic facilities in the coun-
try, a senior official said here on
Tuesday.

Earlier in the day, Tamil
Nadu Governor R N Ravi inau-
gurated the Apollo Genomic
Institute in Chennai in the
presence of chairman Prathap
Reddy, executive chairperson
Preetha Reddy and managing
director Suneeta Reddy.

Apollo currently has two
genomic institutes in Mumbai

and Delhi. "By the end of 2023,
Apollo aims to open three more
genomic facilities in Hyderabad,
Bengaluru and Ahmedabad
respectively," a press release said.

Genomics is a field of biolo-
gy focused on studying all the
DNA of a human being. In
medicine, genome and DNA
sequencing are done to learn
more about a patient's molecu-
lar biology.

The Genomic Institute in
Chennai would host a range of
services including genetic eval-
uation, clinical diagnostics,
obstetric genetics, cancer
genomics among many others.

Apollo to set up more genomics
institutes by 2023-end

PNS n NEW DELHI

Tata Consumer Products Ltd
(TCPL) on Tuesday reported
a 21.12 per cent rise in its
consolidated net profit at Rs
289.56 crore in the fourth
quarter ended on March 31,
2023, led by a mixed growth
from volume and price in
India business.

The company had posted
a net profit of Rs 239.05
crore in the January-March
quarter a year ago, said
TCPL, earlier known as Tata
Global Beverages Ltd, in a
BSE filing.

Tata Consumer
Products  net
profit rises 21%

PNS n NEW DELHI

UK-based financial tech plat-
form Tide on Tuesday said it has
launched an MSME Exchange
Programme (MEP) to glocalise
entrepreneurship and foster
bonds between small business
owners from India and the UK.

Tide aspires to reach one mil-
lion members by 2024. The firm
currently has 50,000 members and
intends to have a 2 lakh member
base in the country this year, its
India CEO Gurjodhpal Singh said.

Addressing a press interaction
here, he said that the company
plans to support 16 micro and
small enterprises from both India
and the UK expand their oper-
ations in the coming months.

Tide announces
cross-border MSME
Exchange plan 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Mahindra & Mahindra on
Tuesday said it is looking to
fully utilise its production
capacity of commercial vehi-
cles in the 2-3.5 tonne pay-
load category in the current
fiscal.

The company may also
look at adding some addi-
tional capacity as per the
market situation.

Mahindra currently rolls
out around 17,500 units of
vehicles with a payload
capacity ranging between 2
and 3.5 tonnes per month
from its plants in Kandivali
and Chakan in
Maharashtra.

Mahindra plans to
fully utilise
production capacity

‘We are against predatory
pricing by e-retailers’

More Indians aim to upskill versus global counterparts



H
ollywood star Brad Pitt has been
specially allowed to take part in
the first parade lap in July along-

side the likes of Lewis Hamilton in order
to shoot scenes for his upcoming yet-
untitled new movie, in which he plays a
veteran driver who comes out of retire-
ment to mentor a rising star.

“Watching Brad Pitt leading the field
in the British Grand Prix will be an
incredible and surreal moment for TV
viewers and fans at Silverstone this July,”
a source told The Sun newspaper, reports
aceshowbiz.com.

Lewis’ own production company,
Dawn Apollo Films, are making the film
and the 38-year-old driver is
helping with casting. He
previously said, “It’s
a cool project
. . . (and)

spending good time with Brad is pretty
epic.”

The movie – which is being directed
by Joseph Kosinski – will be released next
year.

The Babylon actor and the Top Gun:
Maverick filmmaker previously attempt-
ed to make a racing movie with Go Like
Hell back in 2013. The story would have
chronicled the rivalry between Ford and
Ferrari at Le Mans.

The tale would eventually reach the
screen in the 2019 film Le Mans ‘66 –
which starred Matt Damon and Christian
Bale and was directed by James Mangold.

The new project is
Pitt’s sec-

ond big deal with Apple Original Films
after the company won the rights to
‘Wolves’, a project directed by Spider-Man
helmer Jon Watts that features Brad and
George Clooney as two lone wolf ‘fixers’
assigned to the same job.

Brad and George have previously
worked together on Burn After Reading
and the Oceans movies and the former
E.R actor quipped that he was looking
forward to collaborating with his “cheap”
co-star again.

The 60-year-old actor said, “He’s
a friend of mine and we have

a really good time togeth-
er. I’m really looking

forward to it. Brad
was obviously the

cheapest of the
actors avail-

able.”

S
aiyami Kher reunites with the mae-
stro Gulzar in her upcoming movie
8 A.M. Metro. The movie, which

stars Gulshan Devaiah and is helmed
by the director Raj R, is said to be an
emotional story. Gulzar Saab’s poems
were widely used in the movie as a
way to express emotions. Saiyami will
be seen mouthing Gulzar’s poetry in
the film.

Saiyami is a huge fan of Gulzar Saab
and is ecstatic about reciting his
poems. The actress had already
worked with him on her first movie,
Mirzya. Saiyami says, “8 A.M. Metro
is a beautiful story and is decorated
with poetry written by Gulzar Saab. His
poems bring so much life into the film.
I feel lucky to have gotten a chance to
mouth those poems. He was gracious
enough to release the poster of the
movie. I have been fortunate to start my
acting career with him in Mirzya and Gulzar
Saab’s words and existence has left a huge
impact on my life. His body of work, humil-
ity, knowledge is so vast, all I can do is sit back
and wonder how one man can do so much. I am
a huge fan of Gulzar Saab. He unknowingly has
been a big influence in my life. I feel eternally grate-
ful that I am working with him now for the second
time, it’s pure joy.” 

Saiyami plays the character of a 29-year-old
homemaker, Iravati, who leads a mundane life. But
her life goes through a huge change when she has to
rush to Hyderabad. That’s when she meets Pritam,
played by Gulshan Devaiah.

Saiyami Kher feels grateful
reuniting with Gulzar Saab,
after her debut in Mirzya
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Guy Ritchie watched

every action, spy film prior

to Operation Fortune prod

D
irector Guy Ritchie, who
has helmed the action-
comedy film Operation

Fortune: Ruse De Guerre, has
shared that he watched every
action and spy film he could get
our hands on in the run up to the
production of the film.

The film, which stars Hugh
Grant ,  Aubre y  P laza ,  Jas on
Statham, Bugzy Malone, follows
the story of special agent Orsen
Fortune as he learns about a dan-
gerous arms deal. Putting togeth-
er his best team of operatives they
take on the charmingly villainous
bi l l ionaire ,  Greg  Simmonds
played by Hugh Grant.

Talking about his inspiration
for the act ion-comedy,  Guy
Ritchie said, “We had the idea to
do a spy film about eight months

prior to the start of production.
In preparation, we watched
every action and spy film we
could get our hands on. I didn’t
like our initial premise, so I
started again. After I wrote a
new scene, which now opens our
story, I knew what the tone of
the movie would be, and I liked
it.”

Producer and co-screenwriter
Ivan Atkinson said, “We wanted
to do something different with
the genre. Most spy films fall
into one or two categories:
they’re either a spoof or they
take themselves very seriously.
We wanted to find a middle
ground.”

Operation Fortune: Ruse De
Guerre is releasing on May 5,
2023 on Lionsgate Play in India. F

elicitated
with the
Deenanath

Mangeshkar Award-
Vishesh Puraskar for her con-

tribution to Indian Cinema, at
the event, Vidya Balan shared a

memory of her encounter with the
nightingale of India, Lata Mangeshkar.

Wearing a saree gifted by the late Lata
Mangeshkar, Vidya Balan expressed her

love and gratitude for the legendary icon. 
Vidya Balan said, “A few years ago, I had

the privilege of sitting right behind Lataji at a
film awards ceremony and I couldn’t help but

stare at her in amazement through the evening. I
believe someone later told her about it and a

week later, she sent this saree to me, that I am

wearing today. I called her to thank her. I had the
privilege of hearing her melodious voice on the
phone, I thanked her from the bottom of my
heart and said to her that I will meet you wear-
ing this saree, but unfortunately that didn’t

happen…Maybe that is why I was chosen to
come here today and share the experience of

her blessing me”. Saying this Vidya stepped
out from behind the podium so everyone

present could have a good look at the
gorgeous saree.

Vidya then went on to say, “I have
had the good fortune of receiving

many awards in my career and I
always thought of them as a

for of appreciation for my
work, today this award

feels like an hon-
our.”

Vidya Balan honoured

with Deenanath

Mangeshkar Award for

contribution to cinema

Brad Pitt will race in British grand
prix for his Formula One movie



Create the perfect perfume
for every occasion 
W

earing our favourite perfume
has so much more to do than
just smelling good. Just like

fashion statements, fragrances now have
become a powerful tool for self-expres-
sion as it reflects our personality, sense
of style, feelings, etc. So, it is of utmost
priority to choose the fragrance that
depicts your true self.

Aiana Jain, a Beauty and Lifestyle
influencer shares her take on choosing
the right fragrance, “A good fragrance
collection is akin to a good jewellery col-
lection. Each of them is best suited to a
specific outfit or event. Perfume applica-
tion is part of my everyday getting-ready
ritual. Whether it’s a casual day or a for-
mal evening, applying citrus notes of
scents throughout the day and sophisti-
cated but pleasant perfumes in the
evenings makes me feel good instantly.
For day use, I have recently started using
ITC Engage Verona, its floral notes really
keep me feeling fresh and pretty through
the day.”

It is essential to invest in a high-quali-
ty fragrance that is suitable for every
occasion. A perfect fragrance for special
occasions like dates, parties and meet-
ings can elevate your fashion statement.
A fragrance with a blend of Amber,
Fougere and hints of fruity notes is a
top-notch choice just like ITC Engage
Amber Hues for Men. The perfume has
a long-lasting aroma that is both fresh
and stimulating.

Sharing his thoughts, Karron S
Dhingra, Fashion Influencer said,
“Scents are mood uplifters. They quickly
make me feel fresh because a nice smell
of perfume relieves stress and stimulates
energy. To reveal, Fruity and Ambery
notes are usually included in my
favourite scents, like the ITC Engage
Amber Hues scent from their recent
EDP collection. This perfume has a long
performance capability and is an ideal
choice for a series of meetings followed
by social gatherings with my friends.”

When you’re spoilt for choice, it can
be a tad daunting to find your signature
scent. Here are some tips by ITC Engage
for discovering and owning a varied col-

lection of scents that complete your van-
ity to keep you summer ready.

Understanding the notes
Olfactory formulators break down fra-

grances into notes. Perfume notes are
essentially the layers that make up the
final smell. Each note influences the fra-
grance’s sensation. The top note is the
first aroma you notice. This is followed
by a middle note that gives a scent per-
sonality and intensity and a third note

that adds depth. Look for each note in
a scent when shopping. When looking
for a fragrance look for each note. This
will help you understand the fragrance
and your affinity to it.

Match it to your personality
Mild fruity fragrances are ideal for

everyday use, whether you are going to
the office, business meetings, or any
activity that demands you to be outside
in the sun. A refreshing and light per-
fume will keep you active throughout
the day. Choose notes of bergamot,
lemon, gaiac wood and scents which
smell refreshing like the recently intro-
duced fragrance, ITC Verona for
Women. This perfume is the best choice

to keep up with your daytime pursuits.
A joyful and radiant fragrance, Verona
lasts a long time and is the best choice
for every woman. 

Apply before you buy
Perfumes take time to absorb into

your skin. While shopping for perfume,
spritz it on your pulse point, such as
your wrist. Take time to sink in before
making a choice. Know that not all per-
fumes are going to match your body
musk, so take recommendations but
apply fragrances before buying them.

A quick tip: While shopping for
smells, try no more than three per-
fumes at a time to be regret-free!

Pursue your instincts!
Believe what you smell when it

comes to perfumes. Remember that
fragrances bind us to our memories.
You know that fragrances stay even
after the moment and recreate memo-
ries. 

Hence, choose scents that make you
joyful and at ease. 

K. RAMYA SREE

A
fter entertaining us with her singles
like Dagar Dagar, Aazma, Saaware
Sun, and more, Hyderabadi girl

Jyoti Kavi, who is an independent singer-
songwriter, is back with another single,
Sukoon.

Discussing with us about her single
Sukoon, the budding artist shared that the
song is inspired by her personal life expe-
riences. Speaking to The Pioneer, the
youngster opened up about her musical
journey and shared, “Growing up, every-
one in my family was crazy about music,
and I grew up in a township where music
was central to the culture. So naturally, I
gravitated towards singing—first in the
bathroom, then in cultural programmes,
and soon on stage. And loved it. But I
never thought of myself as a songwriter
until a couple of years ago, when I decid-
ed to challenge myself and take that first
step.”

Like many of us of this generation, Jyoti
said she is also inspired by AR Rahman.
His music and the way he experiments
with sounds inspire her on the whole.

Be it her previous songs, and now
Sukoon, she has been a singer and a song-
writer. Talking about her latest single,
Sukoon, which was released on April 15,
she confessed that it is inspired by her
personal experiences. Taking us through
the making of the song, she said, “Sukoon
is all about getting away and finding
peace. I was just really tired of the monot-
ony of the digital life I was living, and

obviously, the last couple of years didn’t
help. It was all quite overwhelming, really.
So when I started writing the song, I just
expressed what I felt during that time.”

“When I get an idea for a song, it is
usually some moment in my life or some
emotion that I’d felt. I don’t have a set
process; as soon as a moment or emotion
inspires me, I just go with the flow.
Sometimes it’s a melody that keeps playing
in my head; sometimes it’s a phrase or two
of the lyrics. The language, genre, produc-
tion, etc. all adapt to whatever expresses
the idea best,” added the musician.

She is always on the quest for learning
new things, and whatever work she has
done so far, she is never satisfied and
always feels there is room for improve-
ment. Isn’t it what perfectionists need?

“As I learn, for example, new produc-
tion/mixing techniques, I reflect on

how I could have improved
my music. There is so
much to learn and a lot
to improve! But I try
not to let that stop me
from releasing music;
instead, I focus on
the next song to
apply any new
knowledge. 

As Mark Twain puts
it, ‘continuous
improvement is
better than
delayed per-
fection’,” Jyoti
concluded.

Follow us on

@TheDailyPioneer

facebook.com/
dailypioneer

Patrick declassifies his hattricks
SHIKHA DUGGAL

W
orking as a showrunner for so many years, Patrick
Graham took some time out of his busy schedule
to speak to The Pioneer about his writing and

show running. But according to the latest buzz, seeking a
stay on the true crime docuseries, Murali Manohar Mishra,
aka Swami Shraddhanand, has said that the docuseries
adversely affects his legal rights! Now, who is Murali
Manohar? Well, he was awarded life imprisonment for mur-
der and is currently at the Central Jail in Sagar, Madhya
Pradesh. The film is based on him! The series focuses on
the murder of Shakereh Namazi, who belonged to the erst-
while royal family of Mysore in Karnataka, in the 1990s. So
many interesting details await the writer.

“I am obsessed with cinema; it’s like my first love. My
older brother is also a cinephile. In the initial times, I just
cramped myself to directing, but then I realised if I had to
tell the true stories, I’d have to start writing them myself. I
started studying screenwriting then!” So now what
drove him to expose the truth behind the murder
of Shakereh? “The series had already been in
management for the past one and a half years
when I joined midway. I decided to come
on board because the whole story was
very spine-chilling to me. As a screen-
writer, I had the opportunity to
explore so many existing themes in
this story. I started reading more
about her and wondering why she
made certain choices all of a sud-
den in her life.”

Murali Manohar, aka Swami
Shraddhanand, has been convicted
in the case. Namazi was buried
alive! Can you believe it? The
director continued, “I approached
the country of India only to be a
writer and director over here. There
are so many opportunities in this
industry. I am even hopeful that one
day India will release its own sci-fi
epic. They already started; the OTT
giant is doing something very interesting
with Citadel, which is an international spy
verse. Years later in the country, I get to do a
gig with Phantom Films, and we made Ghoul with
Radhika Apte that went on to become a
cult classic!” 

The director
made us

familiar with the ‘Richmond Road case’ in Bengaluru. In
the early 1990s, Shakereh Khaleeli, the granddaughter of
the Diwan of Mysore, was found dead in the courtyard of
her own home. Her skeletal remains were discovered by the
Karnataka police in 1994, three years after Shakerah’s
daughter raised the alarm that her mother was missing. So
Amazon Prime’s new series tries to bring the Richmond
Road case back into the limelight. He continued, “My fasci-
nation kicked in when I started building the story from the
second half of it. I was interacting with lawyers, judges,
police, and criminals. It was the first time I was actually
reading a full criminal court case, making a story based
on it, and then working with a news organisation from
the country that is India Today. It was major.” 

Born in London, Patrick enlightened us a little
more, “From the time these streaming OTT giants
have come in, there has been a massive interest in the
audiences to watch true crime documentary series.
They are promoting it well and with high quality,

too. But deep down, I do think
that of late, there has

been a certain kind
of drift in the

formula of
how a crime

series is
made. A

lot of our
crime
shows
focus

more on the criminals or on the murders, nobody pays
actual attention to the victim, and that’s what we have
changed in ours. We wanted to bring out the original feel-
ing; that’s it.” He really wanted to understand the main
character, she was a mystery to Patrick. While checking the
old records, he started to feel that she was slightly off the
grid. Even the murderer was very interesting for the direc-
tor because he comes from nothing, he didn’t have any

essentials when he searched his back-
ground. He dragged his way to

that position with his wits!
The ability to charm

people or to make
them understand

that he is trust-
worthy was fasci-
nating for Patrick
to learn more

about the criminal
as well. Then the
director was deal-

ing with a world
that he had never
dealt with before,

which is an
upper-class society

in a criminal series;
it was really some-

thing new for him. 
“Nowadays whenever I

go for a scary pitch meet-
ing, I think to myself,

Hey, I have already
spoken to a

murder-
er

— what else can affect me? Because I did speak to the mur-
derer himself in the central jail for the series! It’s easy
because I went through a prison tour (we laughed). I had
never been inside a prison before this. There were gover-
nors, guards, and wardens. The central jail was very clean
and pristine! I wasn’t expecting this at all. At first, Murali
came across as a very gentle, fragile kind of a man, I had to
be very careful with him because he is old now. But he still
knows how to throw you off the scent.” Somebody from
Beverly Hills had a very interesting take on Patrick’s series,
in that he was talking about patriarchy culture or how soci-
ety failed the victim. So the discourse has already started!
“As the story was progressing, we wanted to showcase a
fairy tale lifestyle, about the rich and the powerful. Though
it was a royal family, they had a lot of restrictions around
them. And the victim was faced with the societal laws
inside the palace! By the end of the series, you are then
dealing with the ugliness, the motivating point of the mur-
der could perhaps be greed. She wanted to escape this roy-
alty! We were descending into a darker world.”

When the producers sent the story to Patrick, it
was like a page turner for him. He could feel how
the story was tragic at one point and then moved at
a fast pace. Incredibly horrifying with twists and
turns in the tale! “It’s our investigation into the life
of the victim and the murderer. She was an enigma
to us on the sets of Dancing on the Grave. We were
trying to figure her out as a puzzle. For the very
first time, we had an in-depth interview with the
perpetuator himself. Nobody else have had it. That
offered a very unique perspective to the story.” He
revealed to us that the majority of the time direc-
tors will be directing somebody else’s material, but
because Patrick is a visual writer on this series he
will be writing stuff according to himself. The
sequences were his own! 

“I like comedy a lot, I can still go for a lighter series.
But Dancing on the Grave is something different

because it has a emotional core to it despite being a
crime series. There is a real humanity score to it!

That wasn’t there in, for example, Huma Qureshi
starrer Leila! But hearing ghost stories will always
be my top priority. Especially writing for an
unscripted space is even more luckier as a screen
writer. Even this show was made not to favour
the murderer because he is just an another
interview subject for as at the end of the day.
All I’ll tell you is he was very desperate to tell

his side of the story but we wouldn't
give him the utmost

weightage.”

In an exclusive
chat with The Pioneer,

director and showrunner
Patrick Graham discusses about

his writing, show running the
series, making a story
completely based

on a criminal
court case,
and more.

Bringing her personal
experiences into music

Hyderabadi singer-
songwriter Jyoti Kavi,

who is back with her new
single Sukoon, discusses

with The Pioneer about
the song, her inspiration,

and more.

Using Alexa at home has helped improve
communication skills of kids: Survey
S

ummer vacation means a break from
school and more time for kids to
play. Parents want their children to

learn skills such as English speaking,
excellent morals, social graces,
dancing, singing, playing
musical instruments, and
arts and crafts during the
summer vacation.
According to a survey
commissioned by
Kantar for Amazon,
more than 95% of sur-
veyed parents indicate
that using Alexa at home
has helped improve the
communication skills of
their kids. The survey further
indicates that more than 90% of par-
ents feel Alexa keeps their kids stay men-
tally active, learns new things, and
become more independent.

This survey was conducted among
over 750 parents with kids (3 to 8 years)

across 10 cities, and a subset of the survey
participants were users of Alexa smart
speakers. The survey further indicates
that almost 96% of parents are searching

for screen-free ideas to keep their
kids engaged with learning and

fun activities. To limit the
usage of screens this sum-
mer, 66% of surveyed
parents have shown
interest in buying a
voice-controlled smart
speaker that can nurture
skills like curiosity, con-

centration, and communi-
cation in their kids.
“Parents with young kids

have been active users of Alexa.
From nursery rhymes, interactive

games, and stories of Akbar and Birbal, to
questions about history, science, general
knowledge, and definitions of words -
Alexa is a great resource for fun and
learning,” says Parag Gupta, director, and

country manager for Amazon devices
India.

Ways parents can use Alexa for
screen-free learning among kids:

Make learning fun with games and
quizzes

Parents can just say “Alexa, open games
for children” and choose from a range of
games including Animal Game, and
ChhotaBheem Adventures, among the rest
for their kids. Games like ‘1-2-3 Math’ will
help kids in improving their core mathe-
matical concepts including addition, sub-
traction, multiplication, division etc. 

Build vocabulary, improve communi-
cation skills and general knowledge

Interacting with Alexa can help
improve kids’ communication and vocab-
ulary without relying on screen-based
language learning apps. Kids can learn
English by saying “Alexa, teach me
English”. Responses from Alexa on ques-
tions like “Alexa, why is the sky blue?” or
“Alexa, how big is the sun?” or “Alexa,

when was the first world war?” can help
satiate their curious mind.

Improve kids' listening skills and
their attention span

Kids can listen to bedtime stories in both
English and Hindi by just saying “Alexa, tell
me a bedtime story”, “Alexa, open children’s
stories”, and more. Amazon Storytime on
Alexa helps kids choose from a range of
categories including bedtime, silly, family,
and friends, or spin the magic story wheel
for a surprise set of stories.

Keep them engaged and entertained
with Kids’ music and nursery rhymes

Parents can ask Alexa in Hindi and
Hinglish to play popular nursery rhymes
including Lakdi ki Kathi, Nani Teri Morni,
and Twinkle Twinkle Little Star. From kids’
music to mainstream hits, parents can put
up songs for their kids to dance, sing, and
have fun at home. Kids can enjoy 100s of
audio songs on ChuChu TV, the world's
most-watched kids’ education channel
online.
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matches. Shaheen had given
Pakistan a superb start with the
wicket of Tim Latham off the first
ball on the innings and Will
Young (four) off the fifth.

Chad Bowes (19) and Daryl
Mitchell (15) also fell cheaply
before Chapman took charge,
also benefitting from a dropped
catch off Shaheen on 67 by
Shadab Khan at long-on.

Pakistan won the first T20 by
88 runs and the second by 38
while New Zealand took the
third by four, all in Lahore.

The fourth match was aban-
doned due to a hailstorm in
Rawalpindi.

The victory and a 2-2 result
is welcoming for New Zealand
who were missing their top eight
players including regular skipper
Kane Williamson due to the
ongoing Indian Premier League.

Pakistan skipper Babar Azam
was disappointed with the result.

"I think we were 10-15 runs
short after Rizwan revived the
innings for us through the mid-
dle phases," said Azam. "Congrats
to Chapman, he played a special
knock and took the game away
from us."

Pakistan's innings was fash-
ioned around Rizwan's brilliant
knock after they were sent in to
bat by New Zealand.

The 30-year-old batter struck
a 62-ball unbeaten 98 as he
missed the last delivery of the
innings and with it his second
T20I hundred.

Rizwan, who struck four sixes
and seven fours, added 71 for the
fourth wicket with Iftikhar
Ahmed (36) and another 68 for
the fifth with Imad Wasim who
made 31.

AP n RAWALPINDI

Mark Chapman hit a maiden
unbeaten hundred to anchor

New Zealand's six-wicket win
over Pakistan in the fifth and final
T20I in Rawalpindi on Monday,
ending the five-match series level
at 2-2.

The 28-year-old smashed a
57-ball 104 in a rearguard action
to lift New Zealand from a precar-
ious 73-4 to chase down a stiff tar-
get of 194 with four balls to spare.

"We are very happy with how
we levelled the series tonight and
finished the job," said Chapman.
"It took a bit of adjusting in the first
two games and it's great to see that
it worked out well."

Mohammad Rizwan missed a
century by two runs, but still guid-
ed Pakistan to a solid 193-5 in their
20 overs.

Chapman led the fightback
with a match-turning unbroken
fifth wicket stand of 121 off 58 balls
with James Neesham, who scored
a punishing 25-ball 45 not out as
the duo toyed with Pakistan's
much-vaunted bowling attack.

"I was pretty thankful that
Jimmy came out all-guns-blazing
and took some pressure off me as
well," Chapman said.

Chapman, whose previous
highest T20I score was 83 against
Scotland at Edinburgh last year,
completed his century off 54 balls
with a brace off Shaheen Shah
Afridi, waving his bat to an
applauding dressing room.

In all Chapman hit 11 fours
and four sixes while Neesham's
knock was studded with two sixes
and four fours as the pair com-
bined to help give New Zealand
their 100th T20I win in 192

AP n GALLE

Ireland posted their highest-
ever Test score of 492 on

Tuesday as Paul Stirling and
Curtis Campher became only
the third and fourth Irishmen
to hit centuries in cricket's
longest format.

Sri Lanka were 81 without
loss in reply before rain
stopped play on day two in
Galle, 411 runs behind with
Nishan Madushka unbeaten
on 41 and Dimuth
Karunaratne 39 not out.

But the day belonged to
Ireland, with Stirling scoring
103 and Campher 111 after
captain Andy Balbirnie made
95 on day one.

Lorcan Tucker scored a
useful 80 while Prabath
Jayasuriya, the home hero of
the first Test, took five wickets
for 174. Asitha Fernando and
Vishwa Fernando took two
wickets each.

"Scoring a Test hundred is
probably something I didn't
believe I could achieve," Stirling
admitted.

"Scoring a hundred in the
sub-continent is very special,"
he told reporters. "So, I am very
delighted. It will mean a hell of
a lot more if we can get a pos-
itive result here."

Ireland only gained Test
status in 2017 and have lost all
five of their matches so far.

Their previous highest
score was 339 against Pakistan
in their inaugural Test in 2018.

In punishingly hot and
humid conditions, Stirling had
retired hurt with cramps on
Monday after reaching 74, but
came back to the crease on
Tuesday after Tucker fell.

He reached his maiden
Test hundred in style, upper-
cutting Asitha Fernando for six
over deep point, and now has
centuries in all three formats of
the game.

Soon afterwards, the same
bowler dismissed him for 103
as the batsman hooked a short
delivery into the hands of
Dhananjaya de Silva on the
fine-leg boundary.

Campher was well caught
by a diving De Silva at first slip
to give Jayasuriya his third
wicket in the innings.

Sri Lanka's openers nego-
tiated the final session without
much trouble, although
Ireland's quicks found the out-
side edge of Madushka's bat
with the new ball.

"Tomorrow is going to be
a big day," said Jayasuriya.
"We need to score big and take
a considerable first innings
lead and should be looking to
bat only once.

"That should be the plan
but we'll see how it goes."

Ireland lost the first Test by
an innings and 280 runs.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Lucknow Super Giants pace
spearhead Mark Wood is

set to miss the final stages of the
IPL to attend the birth of his
child next month.

The right-arm pacer has fea-
tured in four games for the Super
Giants, snaring 11 wickets at an
economy of 8.12. He has, how-
ever, missed LSG's last two
meetings due to illness.

"Wood and his wife Sarah
are expecting their second child
towards the end of May, and
Wood will fly home at some
point in the coming weeks in
order to be present at the birth,"
a report in ESPNCricinfo stat-
ed.

The IPL qualifiers are
scheduled for May 23 and 26
with the final set to be played on
May 28.

England are also scheduled
to play a one-off Test against
Ireland at Lord's on June 1, four
days after the IPL final.

Test skipper Ben Stokes had
earlier said that he may also miss

the final stages of the IPL to pre-
pare for the fixture.

"...ECB does not intend to
pull players out of the tourna-
ment against their will, having
previously indicated to the BCCI
and to franchises that they
would be available for the full
season."

PTI n NEW DELHI

Ajinkya Rahane, who has
added a dash of aggression

to his batting style, made a
comeback to the Indian team on
Tuesday for the World Test
Championship (WTC) final
against Australia as the BCCI
announced a 15-man squad for
the one-off contest.

The WTC final will be
played in London at the Oval
from June 7 to 11. Aggressive
batter Suryakumar Yadav, spin-
ner Kuldeep Yadav and young
stumper-batter Ishan Kishan,
who were all part of the home
series against Australia, have
been dropped for the contest.

BCCI's five-man selection
panel, secretary Jay Shah along
with skipper Rohit Sharma and
Rahul Dravid met on Monday
evening to decide on the squad.

Rahane's comeback after
15 months was on predictable
lines following Shreyas Iyer's
back injury that ruled him out
of the grand finale. Iyer recent-
ly underwent a surgery in the
UK to treat stress fractures in his
lower back.

Rahane last played a Test in
January, 2022 against South
Africa in Cape Town.

His selection has more to do

with carrying enough experi-
enced batters in the line-up as
Indian teams have had their
share of struggles in SENA
countries during one off games
like these.

The 34-year-old, who led
Mumbai during entire domes-
tic season, scored nearly 700
runs but what stood out was
how he has improved his attack-
ing game in the IPL and is look-
ing more purposeful than ever
before with a strike-rate of 190
in seven games so far. The rest
of the squad led by Rohit
Sharma was on predictable lines.

However there is no desig-
nated vice captain for the WTC
final although it is expected that
Chesteshwar Pujara, who was
Sharma's deputy in the last two
Test matches against Australia at
home, would be asked to do the
job again.

Pujara is currently leading
Sussex in the English County
Championship.

KS Bharat is the only spe-
cialist wicketkeeper in the 15-
man squad, while young Kishan,
Kuldeep and Suryakumar, lost
their place in the squad.

Since it is a one-off game,
the selectors may not have found
it logical to have a second keep-
er in the side. There is every

chance that team management
might try struggling KL Rahul
not only as a middle order but
also as a keeper and Rahane
could play as an extra batter.

There are at least four bowl-
ing all-rounders in the squad
including Ravindra Jadeja,
Ravichandran Ashwin, Axar
Patel and Shardul Thakur.

With the Oval usually assist-
ing spinners during later stages
of the game, a second slow
bowler could come in handy.

Batting deep will be Indian
team's mantra and that's been
the basis of selection for the one
off game. Jadeja, in overseas con-
ditions is nowadays, more of a
batting all-rounder and Axar is
also transforming more into a
specialist middle order batter.

Mohammed Shami, Moha-
mmed Siraj along with Shardul
Thakur will be in contention for
first three seam bowling slots.
India's Test squad WTC final:

Rohit Sharma (Captain),
Shubman Gill, Cheteshwar
Pujara, Virat Kohli, Ajinkya
Rahane, K L Rahul, KS Bharat
(wk), Ravichandran Ashwin,
Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel,
Shardul Thakur, Mohammed
Shami, Mohammed Siraj,
Umesh Yadav and Jaydev
Unadkat.

PTI n AHMEDABAD

Gujarat Titans' lower middle-
order used the long handle to

good effect and powered their team
to a formidable 207 for six against
Mumbai Indians in their IPL match
here on Tuesday.

David Miller blazed away to a 22-
ball 46, Rahul Tewatia smashed an
unbeaten 20 in just five balls.

While Abhinav Manohar need-
ed only 21 deliveries to make 42 dur-
ing a vital partnership of 71 runs for
the fifth wicket with the South
African superstar.

This was after Shubman Gill
made a neat 34-ball 56.

Arjun Tendulkar began on a
promising note and conceded four
runs in the opening over after his
skipper Rohit Sharma opted to bowl
first on winning the toss.

Gill got the first boundary of the
match as the opener played one
behind square off a Jason
Behrendorff delivery that was slight-
ly short.

MI didn't have to wait long for
their first breakthrough as Wriddhi-
man Saha missed an attempted pull
shot to edge one to the keeper off
Tendulkar in the first ball of the third
over.

Having taken his partner Gill's
advice, Saha reviewed, but the on-
field umpire's decision was retained
by UltraEdge.

It was a nice comeback by
Tendulkar junior, four days after
being smacked for 48 runs in three

overs by Punjab Kings. Growing in
confidence, the 23-year-old left-arm
seamer gave away just five runs.

With the help of few fours and
a six, Gill gave the GT innings the
momentum it needed after a quiet
first five overs.

Gill collected 17 runs off
Cameron Green's first as GT reached
50 for one at the end of the six pow-
erplay overs.

However, defending champions
GT suffered a major blow when
Piyush Chawla (2/34) snared skipper
Hardik Pandya caught in the deep by
Suryakumar Yadav after the batter
had made 13 off 14 balls.

GT were in for another shock as
Gill, having played some fine shots
on way to his brisk half-century, was
sent back by Kumar Kartikeya to
leave the team 91 for three at the start
of the 12th over. Gill hit seven fours
and a six. Vijay Shankar was dis-
missed for 16-ball 19 before Manohar
and Miller accelerated with their big
hitting.

Manohar accumulated 17 runs
off Chawla's final over to ruin his fig-
ures after three economical overs.

The duo of Manohar and Miller
then amassed 22 runs in the 18th
over bowled by Green, who was
smashed for three sixes.

Finally, Riley Meredith took out
Manohar in the beginning of the 19th
over, out bowled as the batter looked
to loft the ball over long-off.

Tewatia had a first ball six,
before Miller ended the over with two
more maximums.

PTI n BENGALURU 

Kolkata Knight Riders will
be desperate to bring their

flagging campaign back on
track while Royal Challengers
Bangalore will look to shrug off
the overdependence on its top
three batters when the two
teams clash in the IPL here on
Wednesday.

The two-time champions
have looked clueless in their last
four outings, losing at home
while also on the road. The
Nitish Rana-led side is current-
ly at seventh spot with just two
wins from seven games.

The losses can largely be
pegged down to the shoddy
performance by KKR batters.
They are missing their regular
skipper Shreyas Iyer and star
all-rounder Shakib-Al-Hasan.

In the 49-run loss against
Chennai Super Kings on
Sunday, KKR batters were
expected to rise to the occasion,
chasing a 230 plus score, instead
the top-order, comprising the
likes of Venkatesh Iyer, Rana

and N Jagadeesan crumbled
under pressure.

KKR have also struggled to
zero in on their opening pair.
The former champions have
shuffled around with Sunil
Narine, Jagadeesan, Litton Das,
Jason Roy and Rahmanullah
Gurbaz at the top.

Their decision to send
Narine to open the innings
alongside Jagadeesan against
CSK failed as the West Indian
departed for a duck.

Had it not been for Roy
and Rinku Singh's fifties the
margin of defeat would have
been worse.

The duo's performance is
the silver lining in an otherwise
dismal show against CSK.

The big-hitting Andre
Russell has also failed miserably
in his role as the finisher. He
hasn't been able to hit the big
shots and the fact that KKR
send him at number seven or
eight has not been helpful.

The all-rounder's fitness is
also a concern. He hasn't
bowled his quota of four overs

even once this season as he
often gets injured while bowl-
ing.

But KKR will walk into the
game with a slight psycholog-
ically edge, having defeated
RCB by 81 runs earlier this sea-
son.

Meanwhile, RCB will be
high on confidence after eking
out a seven-run win over the
then table toppers Rajasthan
Royals and would be eager to
extend their winning streak.

Faf du Plessis and his
troops have won four of their
seven games, including the last
two, and find themselves just
outside of the top four in the
fifth spot.

RCB's wins have come on
the back of sensational per-
formers by a few players.

Du Plessis has been in
sublime form and has raised
several century-stands with
Virat Kohli and Glenn Maxwell,
who are also in good nick.

More is expected from the
middle-order comprising Din-
esh Karthik, Mahipal Lomlor,
Shahbaz Ahmed and Suyash
Prabhudessai.

Among bowlers, Moham-
med Siraj has been in sensa-
tional form. The Purple Cap
holder has conceded at 7.17
runs per over and has bowled
the most dot balls -- 89 this sea-
son.

Siraj is being ably sup-
ported by Wayne Parnell and
Harshal Patel.

The addition of Sri Lankan
spinner Wanindu Hasaranga
has also done wonders for the
previously struggling RCB
bowling unit.

RCB were undone by KKR
spinners earlier this season
and they will have to be a bit
cautious while playing the likes
of Varun Chakravarthy, Suyash
Sharma and Narine.

PTI n HYDERABAD 

Delhi Capitals captain David
Warner has been fined ̀ 12

lakh for maintaining a slow
over-rate during their IPL match
against Sunrisers Hyderabad at
the Rajiv Gandhi International
Stadium here.

Delhi defeated Sunrisers by
seven runs in a low-scoring
match on Monday night.

"As it was his team's first
offence of the season under the
IPL's Code of Conduct relating
to minimum over-rate offences,
Mr. Warner was fined ̀ 12 lakh,"
IPL said in a statement on
Tuesday. The IPL aims for
matches to finish in three hours
and 20 minutes, but slow over
rate is proving to be an issue,
with several games stretching
past the four-hour mark.

Washington Sundar (4-0-
28-3) and Bhuvneshwar Kumar
(4-0-11-2) shone with the ball to
restrict Delhi Capitals to a
below-par 144 for 9 after David
Warner opted to bat.

PTI n KARACHI 

Rubbishing divorce rumours
with Indian tennis star Sania

Mirza, former Pakistan captain
Shoaib Malik has blamed their
"busy schedule" for the couple
not to have seen together in the
recent past. Rumors and spec-
ulations about the power couple
separating after being married
in 2010 were rife after Malik and
Sania were not been seen togeth-
er for the past six months.

Appearing on a local televi-
sion channel in a special Eid

show, Malik insisted he and his
wife were not in any divorce
process neither were they sep-
arated. “My wife and son are
away on Eid. I wish I could cel-
ebrate Eid with my wife and
son,” he said. The senior crick-
eter did accept that all marriages
go through ups and downs but
said this did not mean the rela-
tionship was over. Malik
explained why the two had not
been seen together for a while
now by noting they both had
busy schedules as international
sports people.

KKR seek change of
fortunes against RCB 

Shoaib denies divorce
rumours with Sania 

Warner fined
`12 lakhs for
slow over-rate

Wood set to miss
later stages of IPL

Ireland reach highest Test
score of 492 vs Sri Lanka

Chapman's century helps NZ end Pak series 2-2

Rahane back in Indian team for
WTC final, Sky & Kuldeep out

RCB vs KKR
Live from 7:30 pm IST

Star Sports & JioCinema

Miller, Manohar, Tewatia
power GT to 207-6 vs MI 



A
fter Most Eligible Bachelor,
Akhil Akkineni’s will be seen
in the upcoming film Agent.

Directed by Surender Reddy, this
movie is produced by Ramabraham
Sunkara under the AK
Entertainment banner. Sakshi
Vaidya is acting as the heroine in
this movie. Malayalam superstar
Mammootty is playing the pivotal
role. The film’s songs, teaser, and
trailer got a tremendous response,
and the makers on Tuesday
unveiled the special song, Wild Sala.

The song featured Akhil and
Bollywood's sensuous beauty,
Urvashi Rautela. Bheems Ceciroleo
came up with foot-tapping and
electrifying beats, and the lyrics of
Raghuram are attractive. The dance

moves choreographed by Akhil
and Uravashi Rautela are fast and
peppy, and Uravashi looked red-hot
on the screen.

The beats and Uravashi’s looks
have made the fans go gaga.
Sravana Bhargavi,  Bheems
Ceciroleo, Swathi Reddy, and
Amala Chembolu sang the song
with full energy and verve. They are
waiting eagerly to enjoy the song on
the big screen. Mammootty and
Dino Maria are playing important
roles, while Sakshi Vaidya and
Athulyaa Ravi are the female leads.

Vakkantam Vamsi provided the
story, while Hip Hop Tamizha
scored the music. 

The film is bankrolled under AK
Entertainments banner. 

R
anigari Gadilo Deyyam
starring Roshan, Sakshi,
Sravanti, and Pooja Dey

in the key roles, produced by
PV Satyanarayana under the
name Mount Everest Pictures

banner and directed by Abid,
had its trailer launch event in

Hyderabad on Tuesday.
Speaking on the occasion, produc-

er PV Satyanarayana said, “This is the
fifth film under our banner. It is an enter-

taining film with a horror concept. 
We will be releasing it soon.” Meanwhile, the

director said, “The producer believed in me and
gave me a chance. We made a nice movie with a hor-

ror story. She has given nice music. Many people have
helped me in this journey.” On the occasion, Siraj said, “Be

it a director, a music director, or a distributor in the Telugu
industry. Prasannakumar has been supporting me since my
first film. We made this movie with a good story and nice
songs. The actors expressed happiness for the opportunity in
this film and wished the film a success.”
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Dimple Hayathi: I am still in the
process of discovering myself
AMARTYA SMARAN  

A
ctress Dimple Hayathi took over the minds and
hearts of the Telugu audience with her dance
number Jarra Jarra in Gaddalakonda Ganesh

(2019). It was just not a regular song that people would
glance through and forget about all at once. The hook
step stayed with the masses. Small portions of the song
started going viral on the internet. People on social
media wanted to know who this young, budding
actress was. Everything about her piqued their inter-
est.

A few years later, she starred in Ravi Teja’s Khiladi
(2022), which underperformed at the box office. The
film failed, but again, people did notice her acting
chops and graceful dance. This time around, she will
be seen playing a bubbly, urban girl-next-door
YouTube vlogger in Sriwass’ Ramabanam, starring
opposite Macho Star Gopi Chand. The film is all set
for release on May 5.

Wait a minute! Dimple says she’s not someone who’s
active on social media like her contemporaries. So,
we asked her what her reference point was for play-
ing an urban girl-next-door vlogger. She replied, “For
me, it is different because I am not a social media per-
son. I post once every two months. I am not some-
one who makes these reels and vlogs. It was all new
for me. If you look at this generation of actors or
actresses, they post 3–4 photos per day. I am not in
that category for sure.”

Talking about how filmmaker Sriwass helped her
with the nitty-gritty of the role, she further contin-
ued, “Sriwass Garu asked me to go with the flow and
be spontaneous during the screen test. He initially
guided me through the process of getting into the char-
acter. Even for me, creating YouTube videos, reels, and
vlogs was fun. It was just not me; there were so many
senior actors whom I’ve worked with, and I got to
make them all a part of my vlogs on the set.”

Actors should be able to do everything. A good actor
is like a chameleon. One should be able to blend into
any role with finesse. Dimple says she’d like to believe
that she can play anything, but she isn’t sure if she’d
get the much-needed acceptance from the audience.
One reason is that she skyrocketed to fame with her
dance number in Gaddalakonda Ganesh.

It could feel extremely daunting to break out of
stereotypes, but we’ve seen plenty of examples of actors
recreating their image. For the first time, Dimple will
be seen playing the role of the girl next door. Her tran-

sition from appearing in glamorous dance numbers
and roles to a vlogger in a family entertainment shows
how sincerely she’s trying to break the existing image
that the audience has in their minds.

“When I did Gaddalakonda Ganesh, the audience
said, ‘She’s glamorous, and she’s not our girl next door’,"
said Dimple. “It took me some time to break those
stereotypes. And I am still in the process of discov-
ering myself. If you remove the makeup on my face
and ask me to fit into the role of a villager, I know I
can do that, but I don’t know if people would accept
it or not. For them to accept it, I have to give it a 100
percent. I would love to do everything. It could be a
glamorous role, the role of an urban girl, or the role
of a village girl. It can be anything! (smiles)” 

A couple of months ago, the Atrangi Re (2021)
actress revealed that her first commercial film was
shelved, and that broke her heart. Recently, during the
trailer launch of Ramabanam, she turned a tad emo-
tional talking about an accident in which her grand-
father was involved in. All these setbacks, and she’s
still emotionally intact in many ways. 

Imagine your first film being shelved—wouldn’t
that break your heart? It’d be traumatising for anyone
who’s slightly serious about their craft. Dimple told
The Pioneer that she’s come out of it a lot stronger.

“As a person, I keep evolving,” said Dimple with
sheer confidence. “And coming to that film being
shelved, I am over it, but that procedure turned me
into a strong person today. Maybe if I continued crib-
bing about it in my room, I wouldn’t be sitting in front
of you guys today.”

She attributes coming out of tough situations to both
the naysayers and her supporters. The Abhinetri 2
actress shared, “I could overcome those tough times
because there were many people who helped me get
out of it. Be it the people who’ve given me good advice
or the ones who’ve hurt me, all of them have helped
me grow. That’s the reason why I’m still able to talk
to all of you with such ease.”

The young, enchanting up-and-coming star is some-
one who makes the most of the worst. We asked her
if any of the setbacks and her coming out of them
translated into her performances.

“Ya(x6)! It does help me,” enthused Dimple, who
ended by saying, “Somebody was telling me the other
day that I used to hesitate to speak or communicate
with a lot of breaks. Also, I am somebody who can
take my experiences and put them in there to enhance
my performance. It’s nice that I’ve become stronger,
and I hope I’ll be much stronger.”

Actress Dimple
Hayathi, who is all set

to woo the audience
with her character in

the upcoming
film

Ramabanam,
speaks to the
Hyderabadi

media about
not being a

social
media

person,
how

filmmaker
Sriwass

helped her
out with her

character
and more.

D
irector Ajay Bhupathi’s RX100 won
the hearts of Tollywood and even
Bollywood audiences too. His much

anticipated next has already created quite
a buzz amongst the south with its title,
Mangalavaaram.

Teaming up with his lucky charm
actress of RX100 fame Payal Rajput once
again, the director has now unveiled her
first look as ‘Shailaja’ from his new film.
Her half-naked pose with gritty emotion
in her eyes and a butterfly on her finger
makes the poster very interesting. It’s quite
bold and emotional.

Interestingly, Ajay is debuting as a pro-
ducer in this film along with Swathi
Gunupati and Suresh Varma M. It’s a joint
venture of Mudra Media Works and A
Creative Works, releasing in Telugu,
Tamil, Kannada, and Malayalam lan-
guages.

Speaking about the engaging first look,
the director-producer Ajay Bhupati said,
“Mangalavaaram is a village-based action
thriller settled in the 1990s. It sticks to our
nativity while being raw and rustic in
terms of visuals and emotions. Payal’s
character will be remembered for a
long time after watching this
movie in theatres. It’s a new-
genre film that’s never been
featured in Indian cinema.
There are 30 characters
in the stor y,  and
every character has
a certain place

in the larger scheme of
the film. Each and every
character is important.”

Producers Swathi Gunupati
and Suresh Varma M said, “Just
l ike Indu from RX100 ,  Ajay
Bhupati’s Mangalavaaram Shailaja
will also be remembered for a longtime.
We’ve wrapped up 75 days of the
shoot. To meet high technical stan-
dards, we’re planning to wrap up
the last schedule of the movie
next month. The concept is
exciting, and the content is
shaping up amazingly
well. Kantara fame
Ajaneesh Loknath
has been roped
in to compose
music.”

Payal Rajput to play ‘Shailaja’ in 

director Ajay Bhupathi's Mangalavaaram Ranigari Gadilo Deyyam
promises a horror-stricken story

O
ff late, Rowdy star Vijay
Deverakonda, who is not much
seen in the media. His recent

release, Liger did not do well at the box-
office, and was also a target of trolls due
to several reasons. However, paying not
much attention to it, the actor is current-
ly busy shooting for his upcoming
film Kushi, alongside Samantha. 

According to the latest
updates, Vijay Devarakonda
will be heading to Kashmir
for the next schedule of the
film. It is known that the
film’s shoot got affected
due to Samantha’s ill
health.

The team has been
eagerly waiting for
Samantha to join the
shoot. Irrespective of her
health, the actress is cur-
rently busy with her
upcoming project Citadel. 

Coming back to Kushi, the
makers are planning to wrap
the shoot as quickly as possible
as the film is up for release on
September 1, 2023. The makers
recently wrapped a schedule in the beau-
tiful locations of Alleppy, Kerala, and will
start its schedule in Kashmir from the sec-
ond week of May.

Shiva Nirvana will be canning high-
octane action sequences on Vijay
Devarakonda during the schedule.
Following the week-long schedule, the

makers will shift the shoot to Kakinada
and Hyderabad. Later, they will be head-
ing to Turkey for a song shoot and wrap
the shoot. Vijay will be seen playing the

role of an
Ar my

Officer in
the film for which music is scored by
Hesham Abdul Wahab. The film stars
Murali Sharma, Jayaram, Sachin Khedakar,
Saranya Pradeep, and Vennela Kishore in
key roles.

Akhil and Urvashi in Wild

Sala will make you go gaga
T

he excite-
ment of
moviegoers

has been  increas-
ing ever since the
talk of Puri
Jagannadh team-
ing up with ener-
getic star Ram
went viral.
Expectations are
soaring as the duo
earlier enthralled
the masses at the
box office with
iSmart Shankar.
Now, if the latest
reports are to be
believed, the pro-
ject will go to sets in October.

According to sources, Ram is currently
busy with his project with Boyapati Srinu.
The film, which features Sree Leela as the
female lead, is slated for a grand release on
October 20, 2023. Right after that, Ram will
get going with his project with Puri

Jagannath.
Reports are coming that the project is the

sequel to their hit film, iSmart Shankar.
iSmart Shankar ,  directed by Puri
Jagannadh, turned out to be a blockbuster,
and it starred Nidhi Agerwal and Nivetha
Pethuraj as the female leads.

Puri-RaPo movie to go
on floors in October

VD heads to Kashmir for
Kushi’s next schedule
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