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‘PM treating inauguration
of Parl bldg as
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Vishwak Sen’s rugged look

pays tribute

NTR

Balayya’s photo
missing at...

Questions arise regarding the
treatment of MLA Nandamuri
Balakrishna, the active member
of TDP and the heir of TDP
founder NT Rama Rao, by the
TDP leadership. Balakrishna’s
absence from the two-day
Mahanadu programme held in
Rajahmundry suggests that he
may not have received the
recognition he deserved.
Despite being engaged in both
politics and movies,
Balakrishna’s photo was
noticeably absent from the
TDP’s newspaper...
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New Parliament
building...

Artworks on display in the new
Parliament building, which was
inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday,
narrate the stories of India’s
democratic traditions from the
Vedic period to the present day.
The growth of democracy in the
country is depicted through a
series of exhibits in the
Constitution Hall on the new
Parliament building, which itself
is inspired by the Sri Yantra,
used for worship...

-PAGE: 5

WEF president
pitches...

Calling for "win-win thinking" amid
increased polarisation and
fragmentation globally, World
Economic Forum (WEF) President
Borge Brende has said that
hopefully, India’s G20 Presidency
will help get leaders to discuss
collaborating on fighting climate
change and rules around new
technologies. WEF, headquartered
in Geneva, is an international
organisation for public-private
cooperation and has
collaborations...
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o
Asia Cup: BCCl
unlikely to support...

The BCCI will not support Najam
Sethi’s proposed hybrid model of
hosting the Asia Cup wherein four
preliminary round and two super
four games will be held in
Pakistan with India’s matches and
the final taking place in a neutral
country. It is understood that the
Asian Cricket Council (AGC)
chairman Jay Shah, who is also
the secretary of the BCCI, during
an informal discussion with some
of the continental body’s
members in Ahmedabad has
made the Indian board’s...

-SPORTS

QUOTE OF THE DAY
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If voted to power, the TDP will
provide free bus rides for all
women in the State, offering
Rs 1,500 per person to two
women from each family, aged

=, year,
y Additionally,

- N. Chandrababu Naidu, TDP president

between 18 and 59
years, totalling
Rs 90,000 per

each family will
~ receive three
b free domestic
gas cylinders
annually.
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: O New Parliament reflects the aspirations and resolve of the ‘new India’: Mod

PNS B NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday described the inauguration
of the new Parliament building as
an "immortalised” moment in the
country's development journey,
asserting it will mark the dawn of
a self-reliant and developed India
which will also inspire the progress
of other nations.

In a speech delivered from the
grand and cavernous Lok Sabha
hall decorated in peacock motif,
Modi said the new Parliament
reflected the aspirations and resolve
of the "new India" to set and work
towards achieving greater heights.

"Every decision taken here will
lay the foundation of India's glori-
ous future... the way to empower
the poor, Dalits, backwards, tribals,
divyangs and other marginalised
sections goes through here," he said,
adding "each brick and wall of this
Parliament building should be ded-
icated to the welfare of the poor".

However, Murmu, in her speech
read out at the event, expressed
deep satisfaction at the inaugura-
tion by Modi who, she said, sym-
bolises Parliament's trust.

Lauding the building for its reflec-
tion of India's diversity and tradition-
al riches in its architecture, Prime
Minister Modi said the new India is
shedding the "slave mentality" which
had crept into the country after hun-

M Every decision taken here will lay
the foundation of India’s glorious
future

M Every citizen should work similarly
for a developed India in the next
25 years

B President Murmu expressed deep
satisfaction at the inauguration by
Modi who, she said, symbolises
Parliament’s trust.

dreds of years of bondage.

He equated the 25-year period -
from now till the centenary of
India's independence in 2047 - to
the similar time gap between
Mahatma Gandhi's non-coopera-
tion movement which had ended
in 1922 and the country's freedom.
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This is a temple of our
democracy that gives a

message of India’s resolve to the
world. There are a few moments
- inevery nation's history that are
immortalised. Some dates
become the indelible signature
-~ on the face of time. May 28, 2023
is one such day.

‘Modi treated Parl opening like his coronation’

NEW DELHI: The inauguration of
the new Parliament building on
Sunday was marked with a boy-
cott by 21 opposition parties
which accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of treating the
event like his "coronation”, and
said democracy is run by peo-
ple not by buildings.

The opposition leaders also
accused the government of violat-
ing Constitutional norms by not
inviting President Droupadi
Murmu to the event. They said
when the inauguration ceremony
was underway, protesting
wrestlers, who have accused a BJP
MP of sexual harassment, were
removed from Jantar Mantar as

they sought to march towards the
new Parliament House.

The government has rejected
the opposition argument, saying
no protocols were violated and
that Modi respects the President.

The Congress claimed the new
Parliament was inaugurated in a
grand fashion by a "self-glorify-
ing authoritarian PM with utter
disdain for Parliamentary proce-
dures". Democracy does not run
from the buildings but through
the voices of the people, Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge said.

"The right to inaugurate the
new Parliament was snatched
from the President.
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CM meets
Amit Shah

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah at his resi-
dence here on Sunday and held
discussions for over 40 minutes
on State-related issues.

He urged for endorsing the
revised estimates of Polavaram
project and ensuring Union cab-
inet approval.

The unresolved issues between
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
during bifurcation should be
expedited, he urged the Union
Home Minister.

He also discussed the issues of
division of assets as per Schedule
9 and 10 including AP Bhavan.

The electricity dues receivable
from Telangana Government
was also mentioned and he urged
that steps should be taken to
clearance of dues.

APSRTC launches
‘break journey’ facility
for passengers

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

APSRTC has taken a step forward
by extending the break journey
facility to long-distance bus passen-
gers. Starting now, passengers trav-
elling long distances will no longer
need separate tickets when switch-
ing buses, thanks to the new multi-
city ticketing service offered by
APSRTC. Previously, passengers
faced the inconvenience of finding
alternative routes to reach their final
destinations whenever direct bus
services were unavailable from their
initial cities to remote towns or
areas.

Under the new system, passen-
gers can conveniently purchase a
direct ticket online from their
departure location to their intend-
ed destination. For instance, if a pas-
senger wants to travel from Kadapa
to Srikakulam, where there is no
direct RTC service, they would
have had to purchase a ticket to
Visakhapatnam and then change
buses, buying another ticket to
Srikakulam. This process was not
only tiresome but also costly.
However, with the introduction of
multi-city ticketing, passengers can
travel on the bus they initially
boarded, paying only a single reser-
vation fee, thus reducing the hassle

The APSRTC has |mplemented

an advanced seat reservation
system even for connecting
buses. With this new system,
passengers are provided with
a break journey facility to
reach their final destinations

and expense associated with multi-
ple tickets.

The APSRTC has implemented
an advanced seat reservation system
even for connecting buses. With this
new system, passengers are provid-
ed with a break journey facility to
reach their final destinations. The
ticket remains valid during the
break journey, which may involve
waiting periods ranging from 2 to
22 hours for the connecting bus.
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Naidu in poll mode, unveils manifesto

‘Mahasakthi,’ ‘Yuvagalam,’ ‘Annadata,’ ‘Intintiki Neeru,’ ‘Rakshana Chattam,’ and ‘Poor to Rich’ schemes proposed

Rich tributes paid to
NTR on 100" birth anniv

PNS B RAJAHMUNDRY

Telugu Desam Party (TDP) nation-
al president N. Chandrababu Naidu
launched his election campaign
with a grand event at Mahanadu,
where he announced an attractive
manifesto that encompasses the
interests of women, Backward
Classes (BCs), farmers, youth, and
senior citizens, all under the banner
of "Guarantee for the Future."

Addressing a massive crowd on
the final day of Mahanadu, Naidu
received thunderous applause as he
proposed six key schemes aimed at
empowering women, farmers, BCs,
and the youth in preparation for the
upcoming Assembly elections.

The first phase of the election man-
ifesto comprises the following schemes:
"Mahasakthi," "Yuvagalam," " Annadata,”
"Intintiki Neeru," "Rakshana Chattam,"
and "Poor to Rich," all targeting differ-
ent segments of society.

Naidu vowed, "If voted to power,
the TDP will provide free bus rides
for all women in the State, offering
Rs 1,500 per person to two women
from each family, aged between 18
and 59 years, totalling Rs 90,000 per
year. Additionally, each family will
receive three free domestic gas
cylinders annually. Under the "Talli
Ki Vandanam' scheme, Rs 15,000
will be granted to each child, with
no limit on the number."

To empower the youth, the
‘Yuvagalam' scheme aims to create
20 lakh jobs within five years,
accompanied by a monthly unem-

ployment allowance of Rs 3,000 for
unemployed youths until they
secure employment.

Under the 'Annadata’ scheme,
farmers will receive Rs 20,000 per
year. The 'Intintiki Neeru' scheme
guarantees time-bound direct piped
water supply to every household in
the state, as promised by Naidu.

Further emphasising the protec-
tion of backward classes, Naidu
announced the introduction of a
special protection law known as
‘Rakshana Chattam.' The TDP also
plans to implement the 'Poor to
Rich' program, striving to uplift
every citizen economically.
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OU scientists discover new species of bat

JOHN PASAPALA
M HYDERABAD

In a remarkable discovery, the sci-
entists of Osmania University (OU)
have discovered a previously
unknown species of bat named
Miniopetrus Srinii, commonly
known as Srini's Bent-winged Bat.
This species was found in a cave in
Makuta in the Kodagu district of
Karnataka.

Dr Bhargavi Srinivasulu from
OU and Aditya Srinivasulu from the
University of Reading in the UK
jointly conducted the research and
described the newly discovered bat
species based on multiple lines of
evidence.

The team of scientists collected
specimens of bats from a large sub-
terranean cave in the dense jungles
of the Western Ghats in Makuta.
Initially, the researchers suspected

o

that these bats could potentially rep-
resent a cryptic species known as the
Small  Bent-Winged Bat
(Miniopterus Pusillus).

The Small Bent-Winged Bat is
found in the Nicobar Islands, penin-
sular India, Nepal and Northeast

The team of scientists collected
specimens of bats froma large
subterranean cave in the dense
jungles of the Western Ghats in

Makuta. Initially, the researchers
suspected that these bats could
potentially represent a cryptic

species known as the Small Bent-

Winged Bat (Miniopterus
Pusillus).

India. Previous studies conducted on
bats in the Andaman Islands
revealed genetic differences between
the island fauna and mainland India
populations. This led the scientists
to suspect that the specimens from
Makuta and other parts of the
Western Ghats may belong to a cryp-

tic species.

The team conducted various stud-
ies, including morphological, cranial,
echolocation and genetic analyses to
confirm their hypothesis. These
investigations were aimed at deter-
mining the relationship between
the Makuta specimens and other
known bat species.

Dr Bhargavi Srinivasulu, a UGC
Post-Doctoral Fellow of the OU
Department of Zoology shared
insights into their research approach
and findings.

Bent-Winged Bats are charac-
terised by their small size and form
large colonies consisting of several
hundred individuals in caves. These
bats have long wings that are approx-
imately two and a half times their
body length.

When at rest, their wings tend to
fold over themselves, giving them the
distinct bent-winged appearance.

Bent-Winged bats can be found in
southern  Europe, Africa,
Madagascar, Asia, Australia, New
Caledonia and Vanuatu.

Before this discovery, four species
of bent-winged bats were known in
India. With the identification of
Srini's Bent-Winged Bat, the num-
ber of known species has increased
to five. Aditya Srinivasulu, a PhD
researcher at the University of
Reading, UK, gave more info about
the findings. He said that the two
species of bent-winged bats,
Miniopterus  Phillipsi and
Miniopterus Pusillus, were known to
exist in the Western Ghats. However,
their research provided evidence that
the population of bent-winged bats
earlier considered as Miniopterus
Pusillus actually represents a cryp-

tic species.

PNS B RAJAHMUNDRY

Telugu Desam Party (TDP) lead-
ers, supporters, Nandamuri fam-
ily members and multitudes of
people across Andhra Pradesh
paid rich tributes to former Chief
Minister N T Rama Rao, founder
of TDP and legendary actor, on his
100th birth anniversary on Sunday.

On the second day of TDP
Mahanadu, a brainstorming ses-
sion of the party leaders and sup-

porters, which coincided with
Rao's birth anniversary, his son-in-
law and former chief minister N
Chandrababu Naidu paid tributes
by garlanding Rao's statue at
Kotipalli bus station in

Rajamahendravaram in East
Godavari district.

The TDP president was accom-
panied by Rao's son and Hindupur
MLA Nandamuri Balakrishna and
senior party leader Atchannaidu
among others.
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Rahul gets new passport,
set to travel to US today

PNS B NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
received a new ordinary passport on
Sunday, two days after a local court
granted its no objection to the
issuance of the same, sources said.

They said the passport office
had assured Gandhi in the morning
that the passport would be issued to
him on Sunday and he got it in the
afternoon.

The former Congress president is
set to travel to San Francisco in the
United States on Monday evening
where he will start his three-city
tour. He had applied for an ordinary
passport after surrendering the old
diplomatic passport issued to him
when he was a member of parlia-
ment.

Rahul Gandhi was disqualified as

an MP following his conviction and
two-year sentence by a Gujarat
court in a defamation case over his
Modi surname remark.

Starting with San Francisco where
he is scheduled to interact with stu-
dents at the prestigious Stanford
University, Gandhi will also address
a press conference and have meet-
ings with the lawmakers and think
tanks in Washington DC.

The Congress leader is likely to
address Indian Americans, meet
lawmakers and interact with mem-
bers of think tanks, Wall Street exec-
utives and university students dur-
ing his week-long tour of the USA.
He is slated to conclude his trip with
a large public gathering in New York
on June 4. The interaction would
take place at the Javits Center in
New York.
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added. Lokesh said that

Monday Mirchi Naidu is a visionary: Lokesh

THE MAN FOR THE JOB ANYWHERE
ACROSS THE GLOBE

Like in any field, in babudom there are
some who develop such consummate
skills in executing their jobs that they
become irreplaceable and stand out as the
man for the job anywhere across the
globe. Not one but three countries - that’s
what Jayesh Ranjan, Principal Secretary,
has covered in one go. It started with the
UK trip, then to US, and later to Canada.
The corridors of power are abuzz with
jealous comments about this globetrot-
ter bureaucrat who gets to go on foreign
trips more than anyone else. There are
many bureaucrats who long to visit
other countries, but somehow Jayesh
alone gets the approval from the Chief
Minister. Back this time with 40,000 jobs
in his kitty, Jayesh exults: “I have been to
multiple domestic and international
roadshows accompanying Minister KT
Rama Rao, but the outcomes of our most
recent trips are unprecedented. The
respect and recognition Telangana enjoys
today makes our hard work all so reward-
ing.

OPPN TO FIGHT BIAS AGAINST BABUS

Opposition parties in Telangana, tak-
ing up cudgels in an unusual area, are
likely to target the BRS government
over its ‘bias’ against bureaucrats who are
Dalits or hail from religious minority
groups. Several such officers have been
awaiting posting for long and some of
them are not sure of getting posting even
before the government goes for elections.
Armed with this vital bit of information,
opposition parties have started digging
into the composition of bureaucrats
awaiting posting in terms of their caste,
religion, and gender. For newbies, Eatala
Rajender had criticised that there were
no Dalits in the Chief Minister’s Office
and immediately Rahul Bojja was induct-
ed. Opposition parties that have been
critical of bureaucrats of late intend to
magnify this issue for scoring brownie
points.

TRIGGER FOR TROLL
TRAFFIC OVER TWEET

“One man’s meat is another man’s poi-
son’, goes a maxim.

Chief Minister’s Secretary Smita
Sabharwal must have realized this the
hard way. She had posted a tweet on the
success of Mission Bhagiratha in con-
tradistinction to media reports on how
Nashik’s women risk entering deep wells
to collect drinking water. This tweet was

Heavy rain plays spoilsport

amplified by BRS social media handles,
including those of convenors. To counter
it, opposition parties’ followers started
their attack. In the ensuing social media
bombardment, the troll traffic on Smita’s
handle increased. Smita responded by
exclaiming: what offends them -- devel-
opment and progress?! It looked like BJP
was attacking them more as she conclud-
ed her tweet, saying: “It is between you
and your God anyways”.

GAG ORDER AND LICENCE TO SPEAK

It is an open secret that bureaucrats in
TS have been conditioned to stay clear of
newshounds. Babus have been following
the order, issued a few years ago, in let-
ter and spirit. That is, they never talk to
media persons unless advised. A little
bird told us that recently officials had to
be cautioned in no uncertain terms that
the gag order was very much in vogue.
For, the powers that be sensed increased
interaction of some babus with the
media. So, all babus were nudged to
strictly stay away from scribes. However,
when a top minister was pointedly asked
about media persons being denied entry
into the Secretariat, the Minister said:
“Media persons can meet officials outside
the Secretariat”. Well now, the larger ques-
tion is: Will officials follow the standing
gag order or go by the licence to speak
issued orally by the Minister?

5:00 PM IS NO LONGER CLOSING TIME

The newly constructed Telangana
Secretariat has complicated matters for
babus and their staff at all levels.
Previously, when Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao used to function
from Pragathi Bhavan, be it departmen-
tal reviews or cabinet meetings, most of
the officials and staff in other depart-
ments were not stretched to their limits.
For, only bureaucrats of the depart-
ments concerned went to Pragathi
Bhavan, while those of other departments
were relatively free. However, these days
the Chief Minister has been coming to
the Secretariat and holding meetings.
There is no way officials and their staff
can go home at or after 5:00 PM. For,
KCR usually comes to the Secretariat in
the evenings. Bureaucrats and their staff
can afford to leave office only after KCR
calls it a day. Right from top level babus
to attenders, they all have the same feel-
ing: We are no longer free to go home at
the stroke of 5:00.

-Yours truly

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
national general secretary Nara
Lokesh has described TDP
chief N Chandrababu Naidu as
a visionary and Chief Minister
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy as a
prisoner.

Addressing the Mahanadu
on the second and concluding
day on Sunday, Nara Lokesh
termed Chandrababu Naidu as
a hero while Jagan Mohan
Reddy as a zero.

Before the last Assembly
elections Jagan Mohan Reddy
acted as a soft leader but after
coming to power he became a
psycho and this is the reason as
to why he is named as psycho
Jagan, remarked Lokesh.
Profusely thanking all those
who attended the Mahanadu,
Lokesh said that he bows his
head before the cadre who are
out to safeguard the TDP.

Recalling the services ren-
dered by the Late NT Rama
Rao as the chief minister of the
State, Lokesh said that it was
the Late NT Rama Rao who
introduced the schemes like Rs
2 a kg rice, pucca houses,
janata clothes, mid-day meal

Govt committed to quality power

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

In a bid to revolutionise the
power sector, the State
Government of Andhra
Pradesh is determined to estab-
lish the State as a leader in cost-
effective and abundant power
supply for its consumers and
future generations. The gov-
ernment's primary goal is to
ensure round-the-clock, high-
quality power supply for con-
sumers, along with nine hours
of power supply for agricultur-
al purposes.

K Vijayanand, the Special
Chief Secretary for Energy,
highlighted that the govern-
ment has already introduced a
renewable energy export pol-
icy in 2020. This policy aims to
promote the development of

eligible

financial well-being.

PNS B RAJAHMUNDRY

Rajamahendravaram witnessed
an unexpected turn of events on
Sunday as heavy rainfall and
strong winds marred the second
and final day of Telugu Desam
Party's (TDP) Mahanadu. The
inclement weather wreaked havoc
on the event held at Vemagiri on
the outskirts of the city, causing
significant damage to the exten-
sive flexis and banners erected by
party workers. Concerned for

their safety, party members
scrambled for cover as the rain
intensified and gusty winds made
it perilous to remain near the tow-
ering banners and flexis.
Meanwhile, Mahanadu wit-
nessed a disruptive incident
involving Aaku Venkateswara
Rao, an ardent follower of the
TDP. Venkateswara Rao expressed
his discontent at the event, alleg-
ing mistreatment by TDP's
national general secretary, Lokesh.
He claimed that he had been

party.

used and subsequently aban-
doned when his services were no
longer deemed valuable to the

Venkateswara Rao further
accused TDP chief Chandrababu
Naidu and Atchannaidu of ruin-
ing his life, thus expressing his
desire to spare other followers
from similar experiences. He
made a dramatic entrance into the
Mahanadu venue and directed his
grievances towards Nara Lokesh,
not only verbally abusing Naidu's

tenure.

Taking a harsh stance
against the ruling Jagan
Mohan Reddy-led gov-
ernment, Naidu alleged
that all sections of soci-
ety had been adversely
affected during YSRCP's
rule. He criticized the
additional burden of Rs
5 lakh crore imposed on
the people of the state

Naidu assured that all
individuals
would benefit from these
schemes, which he plans
to launch with the objec-
tive of improving their

During his extensive
speech, Naidu proudly
highlighted his expertise
in wealth creation. He
reminded the audience
that the TDP had suc-
cessfully implemented a
farmer's loan waiver,
even with a deficit bud-
get upon assuming
power in 2014. He also
claimed that the party
had created 6 lakh jobs
and facilitated MoUs
worth Rs 16 lakh crore
for the establishment of
industries during its

and several other such schemes
to the country. While NTR,
who floated the Telugu Desam
Party has history,
Chandrababu Naidu has the
calibre to run the State, he
remarked.

It is Chandrababu Naidu
who has created history by
building the Hitech City in
Hyderabad and clearly defined
what is development by

wind solar hybrid projects,
thus strengthening the energy
sector. Additionally, pumped
hydro storage projects (PSP)
with a total capacity of approx-
imately 33 GW are planned,
both along rivers and in off-
river locations. Upon the com-
pletion of these projects,
Andhra Pradesh will lead the
country's power sector and
have the ability to export sur-
plus power to other states.
Empbhasising the importance
of providing top-notch services
to consumers, the Special Chief
Secretary for Energy stated
that consumers are the corner-
stone of the sector, while the
electricity employee communi-
ty serves as the pillars of the
power industry. During dis-
trict-level review meetings, the

Naidu in poll mode...

Continued from Page 1

through various forms
of taxation.

Naidu also denounced
the ruling party leaders
for exploiting natural
resources such as sand
and soil, while the state's
income declined signifi-
cantly compared to
neighboring Telangana,
which experienced an
increase.

"The incompetence of
the YSRCP regime has
hindered the progress of
the state. The welfare of
SCs has been neglected,
and the government is
attempting to protect
individuals accused of
murder. During the
YSRCP regime, 26 TDP
activists belonging to the
BCs were murdered,"
Naidu criticized. Despite
heavy rain, a large num-
ber of TDP activists
attended the meeting.

TDP senior leaders
including K
Atchannaidu, Nara
LokeshN Balakrishna, V
Anita, Nimmala
Ramanaidu, Payyavula
Keshav and Gorantla
Butcchaih Chowdary
also addressed the gath-
ering.

ALMANAC

Month & Paksham:
Tithi:Navami:

Sukla Paksha

May 28 09:57 AM
to May 29 11:49 AM
May 29

Dashami: y 29 11:49 AM
to May 30 01:08 PM
Nakshatram:
Uttara Phalguni: May 29 02:20 AM
to May 30 04:29 AM
Hasta: May 30 04:29 AM
to May 31 06:00 AM
Rahukalam: 7:22 AM to 8:59 AM
Yamagandam: 10:36 AM to 12:13 PM
Varjyam: 01:25 PM to 03:07 PM
Gulika: 1:50 PM to 3:27 PM
Amritakalam: 08:38 PM to 10:23 PM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 08:38 PM to 10:23 PM

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

Forecast: Mostly Sunny
Temp: 40”

Humidity: 55%
Sunrise: 5:34 AM
Sunset: 6:36 PM

Updated: May 28, 2023 5:00 PM

APSRTC launches...

Continued from Page 1

In case the bus passenger is travelling and experiences
any mechanical issues along the way, they will be prompt-
ly accommodated on another bus to ensure a seamless
journey for all passengers. APSRTC officials have noted
that there are currently no direct bus services available
to eight districts from Rayalaseema to various remote
locations, excluding Visakhapatnam. Keeping this in
mind, the APSRTC has introduced the multi-city tick-
eting (break journey) facility to destinations such as
Srikakulam, Vizianagaram, Bhadrachalam, and other loca-
tions, including Visakhapatnam.

To raise awareness about this new facility, the APSRTC
is distributing pamphlets and providing information at
ticket counters through informative posters. The imple-
mentation of the break journey feature is aimed at improv-
ing convenience for passengers. Gopinath Reddy,
Executive Director of the Kadapa Zone, highlighted that
the break journey facility is available across several loca-
tions in the Kadapa zone, including Kadapa, Proddutur,
Rayachoti, Tirupati, Chittoor, and Madanapalle.
Additionally, break journey services are provided from
Puttaparthi, Anantapur, and Hindupur depots.

OU scientists discover...

Continued from Page 1

ulations that affect cash

crops, agriculture and the

Cryptic species share
morphological similari-
ties with known species
but differ genetically. The
Makuta specimens and
other populations report-
ed from the Western
Ghats, previously assigned
to Small Bent-Winged
Bats, may actually repre-

Bat. The taxonomic status
of the bats found in Nepal
and Northeast India
requires further investiga-
tion.

Insectivorous bats,
whether residing in forests
or human settlements,
play a vital ecological role
by controlling insect pop-

transmission of diseases
in both animals and
humans. Bats make signif-
icant contributions to the
economy and are essential
components of ecosys-
tems.

The newly discovered

bat species has been
named in honour of Prof.
sent Srini's Bent-Winged C.
renowned bat biologist
associated with Osmania
University. The compre-
hensive description of the
new species has been pub-
lished in the latest issue of
‘Zootaxa, a respected
peer-reviewed scientific
journal specialising in
animal taxonomy.

Srinivasulu, a

encouraging several companies
to set up their units in the State
like Kia Motors, HCL and
TCL, Mr Lokesh observed.
Chandrababu introduced sev-
eral welfare schemes like
Chandranna Bheema, Pelli
Kanuka, loan waiver for farm-
ers, Pasupu Kunkuma and
many such schemes besides
introducing Anna Canteens
to provide food to the poor, he

employee community reaf-
firmed their commitment to
working tirelessly to deliver
quality power supply to con-
sumers.

Chief Minister, Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy, and Energy

Minister, Peddireddi
Ramachandra Reddy, are

Chandrababu means develop-
ment while Jagan stands for
destruction.

Jagan Mohan Reddy, who
came to power by appealing to
the people to give him a
chance, has become the rich-
est Chief Minister in the coun-
try, he said.

While Chandrababu has
built pucca TIDCO houses,
Jagan Mohan Reddy washed
off his hands by distributing a
cent of land each for the poor,
Lokesh said, adding that it is
the TDP that has spent Rs 150
crore during its regime for the
welfare of the party cadre. "If
any party worker is in trouble,
I am here to come to the res-
cue of such workers. I will not
leave those who are creating
troubles to the TDP cadre,”
Lokesh maintained.

Stating that the time has
come to bury the Raja Reddy
constitution, Lokesh gave a
call that 'psycho should go and
cycle should be back'. The
TDP national general secretary
observed that the late NT
Rama Rao will remain as a true
legend even for one thousand
years.

Rich tributes paid...

Continued from Page 1

"NTR was a leader who
believed that the true defin-
ition of political power was
serving humanity and he
practiced it," tweeted Naidu
on Sunday.

Likewise, the southern
state's principal opposition
party's general secretary Nara
Lokesh paid his respects by
highlighting that Rao found-
ed TDP to propagate Telugu
community's pride and self-
respect across the country.

He called on people to cel-
ebrate his 100th birth
anniversary in a big way. Rao
was born on May 28, 1923 in
Nimmakuru village in
Krishna district and breathed
his last on January 18, 1996.

Similarly, Jr. NTR, grand-
son of Rao and an acclaimed
Telugu actor posted a heart-
felt note commemorating
the birth anniversary in
Telugu, including visiting
NTR Ghat in Hyderabad
and paying floral tributes.

Moreover, expatriate TDP
supporters in the US beamed
images of Rao on billboards
at Times Square in New
York City, celebrating the
thespian's birthday.

supply: Vijayanand

strongly committed to ensur-
ing reliable power supply for
consumers, as well as free
power for agriculture. The
government has entered into
an agreement with the Solar
Energy Corporation of India
(SECI) to procure 7000 MW of
solar power, ensuring the con-
tinuation of the 9 hours of free
power for agriculture during
daylight hours for the next 25
years.

During discussions on the
latest activities of thermal
power generating units, KVN
Chakradhar Babu, the
Managing Director of APGEN-
CO, stated, "APGENCO cur-
rently supplies approximately
102 to 105 million units per
day to the state grid, which
accounts for around 40 to 45%

of the total energy demand.
This is the highest level
achieved since the state's bifur-
cation." APGENCO is making
concerted efforts to enhance
coal stocks, improve the cost-
effectiveness and efficiency of
power generation through bet-
ter heat rates and optimal fuel
resource utilisation. The orga-
nization aims to become a
premier national entity in
power generation, maintaining
the highest Plant Load Factor
(PLF). The MD of GENCO
also informed the Special Chief
Secretary for Energy that
APGENCO is devising an
action plan to improve finan-
cial and operational perfor-
mance, further bolstering the
thermal power generating
units.

Avinash Reddy’s mother stable

PNS B HYDERABAD

Kadapa MP YS Avinash
Reddy's mother has undergone
Cutting Balloon Angioplasty
and stent placement procedure
at a private hospital here and
is said to be stable.

Avinash, who was sum-
moned by the CBI to appear
before it here on May 22 in
connection with former min-
ister YS Vivekananda reddy's
murder case, wrote to the cen-
tral agency seeking time to
appear before it citing his
mother's ill health and intimat-
ed that he will come for inves-
tigation once his mother fully
recovers.

Earlier, Y S Laxmi was
admitted to a hospital in
Kurnool and later shifted to
AIG hospitals here.

"Yeduguri Sandinti Laxmi,
66 years old female was admit-
ted in AIG Hospitals,

A dawn of...

Continued from Page 1

Gandhi's movement led to
a "new consciousness”
among the masses and filled
them with confidence as
they devoted themselves to
freedom, he said, adding
that every citizen should
work similarly for a devel-
oped India in the next 25
years.

“The new Parliament is a
reflection of aspirations and
dreams of 140 crore Indians.

This is a temple of our
democracy that gives a mes-
sage of India's resolve to the
world. There are a few
moments in every nation's
history that are immor-
talised. Some dates become
the indelible signature on the
face of time. May 28, 2023 is
one such day," he asserted.

Modi's address came after
he inaugurated the new
building this morning at a
grand ceremony which
included a havan, a multi-
faith prayer ceremony and
the installation of the Sengol
in a special enclosure in the
Lok Sabha chamber.

Gachibowli, Hyderabad on
26th May 2023 referred from
a hospital in Kurnool after
Angiogram. Her Coronary
Angiogram showed two vessel
diseases.

She underwent Cutting
Balloon Angioplasty and stent
placement, to Right Coronary
Artery today at our hospital.
Currently she is stable and
recovering in the ICU after the
procedure,” the hospital said in
a statement on Saturday night.

The cousin of Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy, Avinash
is under the scanner of the
CBI in connection with his
uncle Vivekananda Reddy's
murder that took place in
March 2019.

He has appeared before the
CBI at least five times this year.
He subsequently moved the
Telangana High Court with the
anticipatory bail petition. The

High Court on Saturday
directed the CBI not to arrest
him till May 31.

His father Y S Bhaskar
Reddy was arrested by the
CBI on April 16 in connection
with the case.

Vivekananda Reddy, one of
the brothers of the late Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Y S
Rajasekhara Reddy, was found
murdered at his residence in
Pulivendula in Kadapa district
on the night of March15, 2019,
just weeks before the Assembly
elections in the State.

The case was initially probed
by a special investigation team
(SIT) of the state crime inves-
tigation department, but was
handed over to the CBI in July
2020.

The CBI filed a charge sheet
in the murder case on October
26, 2021 and followed it up
with a supplementary charge
sheet on January 31, 2022.

‘Modi treated Parl opening like his...

Continued from Page 1

Women players were beat-
en up on the streets with dic-
tatorial force," he said in a
tweet in Hindi. "The three lies
of the BJP-RSS rulers now
stand exposed before the
country -- democracy, nation-
alism and Beti Bachao."

"Remember Modi ji,
democracy does not run from
the buildings but functions
through the voice of the pub-
lic," Kharge said.

The Rashtriya Janata Dal
was most stinging in its criti-
cism of the project as it likened
the new Parliament building's
triangular shape to a coffin,
drawing a sharp response
from the BJP. "What is this,"
the party asked in the tweet,
while sharing a picture of the
coffin and that of the new
Parliament. The BJP's Bihar
unit responded to the tweet
saying, "The first picture is
your future and the second is
of India. Understood?"

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi said Parliament is the
voice of the people but the
prime minister is treating the

inauguration of the new build-
ing like a "coronation”.

"Parliament is the voice of
the people! The prime minis-
ter is treating the inauguration
of the Parliament House as (a)
coronation,” Gandhi said in a
tweet in Hindi soon after
Modi inaugurated the build-
ing. Jairam Ramesh, Congress
general secretary (incharge
communication), said
President Droupadi Murmu -
- the first woman from the
tribal community to become
the head of State -- is not
allowed to perform her
Constitutional duties and
inaugurate the new building.

"A self-glorifying authori-
tarian Prime Minister with
utter disdain for Parliamentary
procedures, who rarely attends
Parliament or engages in it,
inaugurates the new
Parliament building in 2023,"
he said. Congress spokesper-
son Supriya Srinate told a
press conference that not invit-
ing the president to the new
Parliament building's inau-
guration reflects the govern-
ment's "anti-woman and anti-
Dalit" attitude.
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‘Naidu’s betrayal haunted
NT Rama Rao till his end’

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

The city witnessed an outpour-
ing of emotions and admira-
tion as the birth centenary cel-
ebrations of legendary actor
and former chief minister late
N T Rama on Sunday. The
event, organised by the NTR
Vigyan Trust and Devineni
Nehru Charitable Trust, saw
the presence of prominent per-
sonalities, including YSRCP
leaders, who paid their respects
to the legendary leader at his
statue. Dr. NTR's wife,
Nandamuri Lakshmi Parvathi,
expressed her joy and gratitude
for the grand occasion.

Lakshmi Parvathi, speaking
passionately during the event,
reflected on her relentless
fight against the injustices
faced by Dr. NTR. She
expressed disappointment
over the lack of support from
NTR's own family members
during her distressing times.
Addressing the gathering, she
said that the true heirs of NTR
are not those merely born into
his family but those who
stood steadfastly by his side
until the end. She praised the
unwavering loyalty of
Devineni Nehru, who she
regarded as the sole rightful
heir of NTR.

In a scathing attack,
Lakshmi Parvathi denounced

Telugu Academy Chairperson Lakshmi Parvati, FDC Chairman Posani Murali Krishna, Director Ramgopal Varma, YSRCP
East incharge D.Avinash and others paying tributes to NTR on his birth anniversary organised by NTR Vignan Trust and
Devineni Nehru Charitable Trust in Vijayawada on Sunday.

Nara Lokesh, highlighting his
inability to articulate and ques-
tioning his claim as the heir.
She vehemently questioned
how those who betrayed NTR
could lay claim to his legacy.
Chandrababu Naidu, in partic-
ular, faced her wrath, as she
accused him of repeatedly
insulting and backstabbing
NTR for personal gain, a
betrayal that haunted NTR
until his last breath.

Lakshmi Parvathi firmly
stated that Chandrababu Naidu

had no right to associate him-
self with NTR or exploit his
name and image for political
mileage, as NTR's ambitions
were left unfulfilled by
Chandrababu's actions.
Lakshmi Parvathi expressed
her deep gratitude to Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy for the decision to name
a district after NTR, acknowl-
edging his immense contribu-
tion in honouring her hus-
band's legacy. She credited
director Ram Gopal Varma for

Pic by Ch Vijaya Bhaskar

his unwavering support during
challenging times and com-
mended Posani Krishna Murali
for standing by her like a
brother, ensuring her charac-
ter was portrayed accurately in
the film based on NTR's life.

The event also witnessed
speeches from Devineni
Avinash, former minister
Velampalli Srinivas, director
Ram Gopal Varma, and Posani
Krishna Murali, who shared
their thoughts and memories
of NTR.

\Vian killed
by nephew

A 50-year-old man was
allegedly murdered by his
nephew at Narlapadu under
Mandamarri police station
limits on Saturday night.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Mujampalli Posham
alias Bujii.

According to police, a
manhunt was launched to
arrest the accused, identified
as Mujjumpalli Suresh.

The police said that Suresh
under the influence of alco-
hol beat Posham to death. A
family dispute was suspected
to have led to the murder. A
case was registered and an
investigation is on.

New Parl bldg a jewel in crown
of Mother India: Pawan Kalyan

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Jana Sena president K Pawan
Kalyan has described the newly
constructed Parliament building
as a ‘Jewel in the Crown of
Mother India.

In a statement here on
Sunday, Pawan Kalyan said that
the Indian society, which
secured independence with the
sacrifices of warriors, is proud-
ly celebrating its diamond
jubilee year.

“There have been many
changes and many more addi-
tions in the past 75 years. There
are many newer decisions and

victories in dispelling foreign
rulers. At a time when we are
working tirelessly to emerge as
a top leading nation, another
new symbol is being added to
the necklace of our mother
India, that is the new
‘Parliament Building’ which
came up on the premises of

Central Vista.

“On behalf of Jana Sena, I
extend my heartfelt greetings to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on the auspicious occasion of his
inauguration of the House of
Constitution which was
designed as a collection of arts
from various states. I also con-
gratulate Narendra Modi and
BJP leadership for initiating
the construction of a great
structure which was designed as
a triangle-shaped masterpiece.
I feel that everyone who is
involved in the construction of
the structure will remain great
in history;,” Pawan Kalyan said.

UPSC Prelims exam
held smoothly

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

The Civil Services prelimi-
nary examination of the
Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) was
conducted peacefully across
Andhra Pradesh on Sunday.
The UPSC allocated centres
in four major cities in the
State including Vijayawada,
Visakhapatnam, Tirupati and
Anantapur.

According to the informa-
tion from the district collectors
of the respective cities. A total

of 17,157 candidates attend-
ed for paper-I (morning ses-
sion) and 14,273 candidates
for paper-II (Afternoon ses-
sion) appeared for the prelim-
inary examination against a
total 32,786 candidates applied
across the State.

The examination was con-
ducted peacefully in 79 centres
in four cities. District collec-
tors monitored the examina-
tions from the special control
rooms arranged in respective
collectorates and higher offi-
cials inspected the centres.

Woman cheats

youths after

offering

govt jobs, arrested

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

The Vijayawada police arrested
a woman for cheating unem-
ployed youth to the tune of Rs
8 lakh on the pretext of getting
them government jobs. The
woman, a former VRO, cheat-
ed six youths after offering gov-
ernment jobs.

The Suryaraopet police said
that Muppala Rekhashree (30)
from Kasturibaipeta in NTR dis-
trict previously worked as
Village Revenue Officer in
Vuyyuru of Krishna district.
She was dismissed from the job
in 2018 after many allegations of
cheating by making false
promises of providing govern-
ment jobs were levelled against
her. Rekhashree collected
around Rs 8 lakh from

Manavath Balaji of Palnadu dis-
trict along with five others
claiming to provide VRO and
outsourcing jobs in the Tehsildar
Office. She collected more than
Rs 5 lakh from Balaji alone.

After some time, Balaji asked
for the appointment letter and
enquired about the date of join-
ing, and the accused started
avoiding him. Balaji, who
realised that he had been cheat-
ed, filed a complaint against her.
The police registered a case, con-
ducted an investigation, arrest-
ed Rekhashree, and produced
her before the court. It is said
that many such cases have
already been registered against
Rekhashree. Six people who
have already been cheated by her
have approached them, said the
police.
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Kodali dares Naidu, 1.okesh to contest
from Gudivada, Gannavaram

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Former minister and Gudivada
MLA Kodali Sri Venkateswara
Rao (Nani) has challenged
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
chief and former Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu and general secretary
Nara Lokesh to contest the
elections from Gudivada and
Gannavaram Assembly con-
stituencies. He said that
Chandrababu was prepared to
backstab people in the next
elections by using the name of
NTR.

Former Chief Minister and
TDP founder Dr NT Rama
Rao’s birth centenary celebra-
tions were conducted at
Gudivada in Krishna district

on Sunday. Kodali Nani paid
tributes to NTR by garlanding
his bronze statue.

Speaking on the occasion,
MLA Nani came down heavi-
ly on the TDP chief and his son
Lokesh. “TDP should be

defeated in the 2024 elections
and people should teach a
befitting lesson to
Chandrababu,” he said.
“Chandrababu once said
that if NTR had been alive,
TDP and the State would have

been destroyed. He has no
other way to sustain himself
politically, so he is using NTR’s
name, he said.

“People know well about
the ‘backstabbing politics’ of
Chandrababu and the lies he
tells for getting votes. Heirs of
Dr NTR will take over TDP by
driving away Chandrababu
and Lokesh from the State.

“Chandrababu snatched the
Telugu Desam Party from Dr
NTR and was responsible for
his death. Under the leadership
of Chandrababu, TDP has col-
lapsed in Telangana State.
Similarly, the Opposition party
will disappear in Andhra
Pradesh. Dr NTR’s heirs only
can save TDP in the State,” he
added.

Clean canals
soon, Collector
tells VMC

PNS m VIJAYAWADA

NTR District Collector Dr S
Dilli Rao has ordered the
Vijayawada  Municipal
Corporation authorities to
take measures to clean Bandar,
Ryves, and Eluru canals by
removing the mud, waste
materials and dregs which are
obstructing the water flow.

On Sunday, he checked the
Ryves canal at Kotha Vantena
Centre in the city, where water
flow is blocked by mud.

He went to the nearby Ward
Secretariat and talked to the
officials about the situation.

The Collector said that due
to the stagnant sewage water,
infections and contagious dis-
eases are likely to spread
speedily. He directed the offi-
cials to sprinkle anti-larva
spray to contain mosquitoes.

The Collector insisted on
maintaining hygiene along all
the canal banks, including the
green parks set up there.

He directed the officials to
take prompt steps to solve the
issue.

SAl selection
trials for
admission

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

The Sports Authority of India
(SAI) will conduct selection
trials for athletics (both boys
and girls) and weightlifting
(girls) for admission into its
State-level Khelo India
Centre, at the SAI Centre,
Eluru, on May 31 and June 1.
Trials will be conducted in
Under-14, Under-16 and
Under-18 age groups, said
centre in-charge DNV
Vinayak Prasad in a press
release here on Sunday.

As per the rules of SAT, free
accommodation and food
will be provided, apart from
sports kits. Individual insur-
ance facilities will also be pro-
vided.

Those interested to attend
the selections should bring
their age proof, Aadhar,
sports certificates, three pass-
port-size photos and fitness
certificates. For further
details, contact 9885312356,
he added.

Balayya’s photo missing
at Mahanadu venue

PNS B RAJAHMUNDRY

Questions arise regarding the
treatment of MLA Nandamuri
Balakrishna, the active member
of TDP and the heir of TDP
founder NT Rama Rao, by the
TDP leadership. Balakrishna's
absence from the two-day
Mahanadu programme held in
Rajahmundry suggests that he
may not have received the
recognition he deserved.
Despite being engaged in
both politics and movies,
Balakrishna's photo was notice-
ably absent from the TDP's
newspaper advertisement for
Mahanadu. Moreover, his photo
was nowhere to be seen on the
event's stage. Instead, the stage
featured a photo of NTR on one
side and Chandrababu Naidu
on the other, with a larger
poster in the center displaying

images of NTR, Chandrababu,
and Lokesh. Small photos of AP
President Atchahnnaidu and
Telangana President Kasani
Jnaneshwar were placed above
the three leaders' photos, while
the photos of other important
party members appeared below.

The exclusion of
Nandamuri Balakrishna's
photo from Mahanadu, which
commemorates the TDP
founder NTR's birthday, has
led to speculations about
Chandrababu's intentions. It is
puzzling why Balakrishna's
photo was absent from both
the advertisements and the
prominent stage poster when
NTR, Chandrababu, and
Lokesh were represented.
Interestingly, Balakrishna's
photo did appear in the TDP's
newspaper advertisement for
the NTR centenary celebra-

tions. The absence of
Balakrishna's photo in
Mahanadu advertisements has
become a topic of discussion
among TDP activists.

Balakrishna, who is not only
NTR's successor but also
Chandrababu's brother-in-law
and Lokesh's father-in-law,
being left out of the advertise-
ment has sparked widespread
interest. Additionally, all mem-
bers of NTR's family have been
invited to the Mahanadu event,
which is being held in honor of
NTR's centenary. Actor Junior
NTR, however, has distanced
himself from the party, likely
due to his understanding of
Chandrababu's tendency to use
and discard individuals. It
remains unknown how
Balakrishna has reacted to the
absence of his photo at
Mahanadu.
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Swimming coac-hing

el

camp concludes

PNS m VIJAYAWADA

The one-month swimming
summer coaching camp that
was organised by the Aqua
Devils Welfare Association on
its premises adjacent to River
Krishna at Undavalli near
Vijayawada concluded on
Sunday. As many as 300 chil-
dren took swimming coaching
during the 30-day camp.
NTR District Collector Dr
S Dilli Rao, who attended the
closing ceremony, presented
certificates to the participants
and appreciated them. He also
praised the coaches.
Speaking on the occasion,
Dilli Rao said that swimming
was an area that offered vari-
ous employment opportunities
across the world. Technically-

trained swimmers would get
jobs in the Navy, military and
other Central government
departments, he added.

He offered to get support for
the Aqua Devils Welfare
Association from the State
government.

Aqua Devils Welfare
Association lifetime president
and former MP Gokaraju
Ganga Raju said that swim-
ming was a healthy habit. It is
a skill that helps people save
lives, he added.

Association president
Velagapudi Venkateswara Rao,
secretary Mandapati Lakshmi
Narasa Raju, treasurer Veesam
Venkata Subba Rao, vice-pres-
ident L Ramakrishna, joint
secretary M Obul Reddy and
others were also present.

TTD to celebrate
Brahmotsavams
at Kurukshetra

PNS W TIRUPATI

The Tirumala
Tirupati
TETA Devasthanams
ey 2t (TTD) will cele-
brate a nine-day
anmnual
Brahmotsavams
of Sri Venkateswara temple at
Kurukshetra in Haryana
from May 31 to June 8.

TTD, the official custodi-
an of Sri Venkateswara
Temple at Tirupati in Andhra
Pradesh, has lined up a series
of rituals and celebrations for
the Brahmotsavam in the
northern state.

Beginning with 'dwajaro-
hanam' and pedda 'sesha
vahana' on May 31, the nine-
day festival will include
'simha vahana' and 'muthya-
pu pandiri', 'mohini avatar'
and 'garuda vahana' among
others, said a TTD press note
shared on Sunday.

All 'vahana sevas' will be
conducted in the morning
between 8 am and 9 am as
well as evening between 7.30
pm and 8.30 pm. A swami
kalyanotsavam will be held
on June 4 evening and
'Pushpayagam' on June 9
evening.

HC judge offers pujas
at Kanaka Durga temple

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

High Court Judge
Justice V Sujatha vis-
ited Sri Durga
Malleswara Swamy
Devasthanam atop

Indrakeeladri in
Vijayawada on
Sunday.

The Judge, along
with her family,
offered special pujas
to the presiding deity.
Temple EE KVS
Koteswara Rao and
others welcomed
Justice Sujatha and family.
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Meanwhile, thousands of pilgrims visited the temple and par-
ticipated in Nithya Arjithsevas such as Kadgamalarchana, Laksha
Kumkumarchana, Sri Chakranvaranarchana, Chandi Homam
and Sathi Kalyanam. In view of Sunday, the temple priests per-
formed Suryopasana Seva for the welfare of people.

SRM conferred with Award for Excellence

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

SRM University-AP has been
bestowed with the ‘Excellence
in Enabling Research
Environment (Science) Award’
at the 16th International
Education Leadership & Skill
Development Summit held in
New Delhi.

The award ceremony was
organised by ASSOCHAM -
National = Council on
Education. Prof Ranjit Thapa,
Dean-School of Engineering
and Sciences; Dr Mahesh
Kumar Ravva, Assistant Dean-
Research; and Pankaj
Belwariar, Director-
Communications of SRM
University-AP, received the
award from Kunwar Shekhar
Vijendra, Chairman, and Prof
Rajita Kulkarni, Co-chairper-
son, ASSOCHAM.

In response to the award,
Vice-Chancellor Prof Manoj K
Arora said: “Our appetite for
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research and innovation is
always ongoing, and such
recognitions are huge fuel for
the numerous discoveries that
can happen at the interface of
science and research. I am
proud to say that we are
involved in fundamental and
pure research, interdiscipli-
nary and cross-disciplinary
research, applied and transla-

tion research, innovation and
entrepreneurship.”

Prof Ranjit Thapa, Dean-
School of Engineering and
Sciences, said that SRM
University had created an
incredible research ecosystem
through a robust research
infrastructure, laboratories,
and research centres of excel-
lence.

Dr Mahesh Kumar Ravva
said: “Being at the receiving
end of such awards is a great
honour for a nascent universi-
ty. We are confident to make
many more impactful innova-
tions and contribute to the
country’s development.”

SRM University has 72
sponsored research and indus-
trial consultancy projects with
a total outlay of Rs. 28.11
crore. Among the 128 pub-
lished patents, five have been
granted. The research environ-
ment is anchored by eight
Interdisciplinary Research
Centres of Excellence.

The summit was organised
in the context wherein the use
of technology coupled with
innovation is potent to
improve education, develop
ingenuity, empower people,
bolster governance, and stim-
ulate the effort to achieve the
human development goal for
the country.

Gallantry medals
to be presented

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

The Naval Investiture
Ceremony-2023 will be held
at Naval Base,
Visakhapatnam, May 31 to
felicitate the Naval personnel
who have demonstrated gal-
lant acts, leadership, profes-
sional achievements and dis-
tinguished service of a high
order.

Admiral R Hari Kumar,
Chief of the Naval Staff
(CNS), will confer Gallantry
and Distinguished Service
Awards, on behalf of the
President of India, to the
recipients.

As many as 33 awards will
be presented during the cer-
emony, including two Nao
Sena Medals (Gallantry), 13

Nao Sena Medals (Devotion
to Duty), 16 Vishisht Seva
Medals and two Jeevan
Raksha Padaks.

The CNS will also give
away the Lt VK Jain
Memorial Gold Medal for
pioneering research in the
field of weapon improve-
ment and  Electrical
Engineering, and the Capt
Ravi Dhir Memorial Gold
Medal for promoting flight
safety.

The event will commence
with a ceremonial parade
and will be witnessed by the
spouses and family members
of awardees, along with sev-
eral senior dignitaries of the
Indian Navy. It will be live-
streamed on ‘IN YouTube’
Channel from 5 pm.
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‘Summer Shapes’ to polish
students English skills

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

The Youth Empowering
Service - Jesuits' ‘Summer
Shapes’ programme is proving
to be a game-changer for stu-
dents who want to improve
their English communication
skills and develop their soft
skills. This engaging and effec-
tive programme has exposed
students to a variety of learn-
ing methods that helped them
be more confident in their abil-
ities and reap the rewards for
a lifetime, says Fr Bala,
founder-director, YES-J.

The programme started on
May 1, and will continue until
May 30.

Summer Shapes’ compre-
hensive curriculum covers top-
ics such as public speaking,
pragmatic English grammar
learning, critical thinking, time
management, and leadership
development, among others. Fr
Bala briefed that his vision goes
beyond just teaching English
and soft skills, but aims to cre-
ate a holistic learning environ-
ment where students can
develop critical thinking, lead-
ership skills, and a growth
mindset. His philosophy of
education emphasises on the
importance of engaging stu-
dents in a personalised and
interactive learning.

Students are given ample
opportunities to practise their
English communication skills
through interactive sessions,
group discussions, and presen-
tations. “The curriculum is
customised according to the
learning needs of the students
aiming to erase the banking
model of education,” says Pity
Parker, programme coordina-
tor of YES-J. They also get to
showcase their talents and cre-
ativity through various activi-
ties such as talent shows, art
exhibits, and cultural events.
The organisers offer free resi-

CRIME BEAT

Woman electrocuted while
trying to rescue a girl

PNS W TIRUPATI

A woman was electrocuted
while trying to rescue a girl
from being electrocuted at
Gollapalli village in Arakonda
mandal in Chittoor district.

Police on Sunday said that
the deceased woman
Goutami (30) went to
Anjaneya swamy Temple
located at Gollapalli village
along with her relatives. The
temple organisers erected an
iron fence around the temple.

Due to a short circuit,
electricity was passing
through the iron fence. An
eight-year-old girl came into
contact with the iron fence
and got electrocuted. The
deceased woman, Goutami,
who saw the girl being elec-
trocuted, went to her rescue.

She pushed the girl aside

dence with high-class facilities
and free food.

According to the pro-
gramme organisers, ‘Summer

¥

but she held the iron fence
with her hand and was elec-
trocuted. She was immediate-
ly taken to a private hospital
where she was declared
brought dead. She risked her
life to rescue a girl, who she
did not know, her family
members said while grieving
inconsolably. The deceased
Goutami was survived by
husband, a son. The police
registered a case.

Shapes’ is more than just a
summer camp. It is a transfor-
mative experience that empow-
ers students to discover their

potential and reach for their
dreams. Through this pro-
gramme, the students also
develop a growth mindset,
build lasting friendships, and
gain a sense of community and
belonging.

Dheeraj, one of the partici-
pants of the programme, said,
“The learning here is fun. The
concepts which I had found
tough at school are in fact
explored easily here. 'm now
confident that I can be a
world-class speaker if T contin-
ue this method of inquiry in
learning;”

Anjali, another student, says:
“I have fared well in merit in
my intermediate boards.
However, my knowledge in
English, before, was only lim-
ited to filling grammar blanks
but Summer Shapes taught
me to be pragmatic in learning
things especially English”

King cobra captured in poultry
shed, released into forest

PNS B ANAKAPALLI

A 13-foot dreaded King
Cobra was found in a poul-
try shed at Krishnayapalem
village in the district.

The snake
entered a small
poultry shed
owned by a A
farmer
Suresh
Chowdary.
However,
it got
stuck in
the iron
mesh of the
poultry shed.

Suresh g
Chowdary the !
matter to the snake
catcher Venkatesh. He went
to the village and captured
it and later released it into
the forest area.

Due to shrinking forest
area and displacement of
habitations, King Cobras
and other wild animals are
straying into the nearby vil-

lages. King Cobras are
called Girinagu in
the local par-
lance and
. King
“. Cobras
~ often
. enter the
villages
in search
of food,
but most
7 of  the
time, the
frightened
© villagers kill
them, a forest official
said. King Cobras are preva-
lent in the combined
Visakhapatnam and East
Godavari districts.

PNS B KAKINADA

A tipper was gutted in a head-on colli-
sion with an ethanol tanker near
Peddapuram ADB road junction in

Tipper, ethanol tanker’s cabin destroyed in fire

Kakinada district on Sunday. The tanker
filled with 30,000 litres of ethanol was
intact though its cabin was destroyed,
police said . Two fire tenders from
Peddapuram and Samalkot rushed to the

spot and put out the flames after an over
three-hour fight. The tanker driver suf-
fered burns and was admitted to the Area
hospital at Peddapuram. A case was reg-
istered and further investigation is on.

PNS B NELLORE

Five persons were injured
when a huge fire broke out late
on Saturday night at an unau-
thorised fireworks unit at
Mamuduru village in Nellore
district.

Of the five injured, two of
them are said to be critical.

Sub inspector Marri Naidu
said that as many as six peo-
ple from Damaramadugu,
Kondadibba, and Atmakuru
mandals of Nellore were
working in the illegal fire-
works manufacturing unit
established in the orchard. Of
six people, five were injured

and they were shifted to
Nellore and Atmakuru hos-
pitals for treatment.

The victims are currently
undergoing treatment, two of
the victims named Bandi
Shiva and Ramesh are said to
be in critical condition. Other
injured named Bandi
Mallikarjun, P Mani, Kanne
Malli, and Raja are out of
danger.

Initially, police received
information about a fire acci-
dent in the orchard due to a
short circuit.

The orchard owner identi-
fied as Jayanth Reddy
informed the police that the

Five hurt in fire at cracker unit

injured men all were working
in the orchard as tree cutters.

On Saturday night, after
completion of work, they all
consumed alcohol and slept.
Suddenly, there was a huge
blast and in the flash they
received burn injuries.

Police registered a case,
took up an investigation and
found that an unauthorised
and illegal fireworks manufac-
turing unit was established in
the orchard.

Police also collected clues
from the spot. Apart from the
police, revenue, and fire offi-
cials inspected where the
explosion occurred.

PNS B HYDERABAD

In another incident of cars
catching fire, on Sunday, a car
travelling from Hyderabad

Car catches fire on PVNR

airport to Mehdipatnam
caught fire. The five passen-
gers vacated the car after
noticing smoke emitting from
the vehicle. The cause of the

Expressway

incident is yet to be deter-
mined. A major accident was
averted as the fire fighters
reached the spot in time and
doused the fire.

Man arrested for
harassing pregnant
woman; demanding
Rs 25 lakh

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Jubilee Hills police on
Sunday arrested a man for
holding a pregnant woman
at knifepoint and demand-
ing Rs 25 lakh from her fam-
ily. The incident occurred on
May 12.

The accused identified as
Motiram Rajesh Yadav (27)
broke into a businessman's
house and entered the vic-
tim's room. He held the
woman at knife-point and
threatened to kill her. He
also tried to harm the
woman's mother. The victim
managed to arrange Rs 8
lakh, while her husband
arranged another Rs 2 lakh.

Despite taking the money,
the accused demanded Rs
25 lakh from the victim.

Minister exhorts sportspersons to
take victories and defeats equally

PNS B BHIMAVARAM

Minister for Civil Supplies
Karumuri Venkata Nageswara
Rao has exhorted the players to
take victories and defeats
equally and excel in sports.

The minister participated
in the prizes distribution for
the winners of the differently
abled cricket premier league
which was held on May 26, 27
and 28. Karumuri team defeat-
ed Central zone in the crime
premier league.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Minister said that the Chief
Minister of the State Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy has given great
importance to sports and
encouraged the students from
the student stage.

“We want our athletes to
participate in national and
international competitions and

win and bring accolades and
recognition to the state and the
country. The state government
has laid great emphasis on the
welfare of the disabled and is
encouraging them by giving
reservations in education and

employment opportunities,”
the minister stated.

The medical certificates of
the disabled are provided by
Southern and a pension of Rs
3,000 is provided to every dis-
abled person on the first day of

every month, he said.

The minister said that he
would do his best to organise
more tournaments and
expressed his interest for dis-
abled people and sports by pro-
viding financial support to
encourage talented athletes.

The disabled athletes who
won the competitions were
felicitated and given prizes in
the programme. Similarly, the
minister urged the defeated
athletes to work hard to
become winners in the next
competitions.

RDO Dasi Raju, Tahasildar
Y Ravi Kumar, MPDO Srirama
Chandra Prabhu, DNR College
Governing Body Members
Sivarama Raju, Principals of
various colleges, teachers,
physical education teachers
and disabled athletes were
among those who participated.

BJP, Cong trade charges of
being hand in glove with BRS

K VENKATESHWARLU
Il HYDERABAD

The opposition parties in
Telangana, the BJP and the
Congress, are criticising each
other saying that they are
hand-in-glove with the ruling
BRS. This has been going on
for many years in Telangana.

At the same time, these two
parties — the BJP and the
Congress — say that they are
the alternative to the BRS and
are not at all hand-in-glove
with the BRS.

The Telangana BJP’s
spokesperson, NV Subhash,
told ‘The Pioneer’ that there
was no need for confusion
regarding this.

“Congress MLAs and MLCs
joined the BRS immediately
after elections on two occasions
and it clearly shows that voting
for the Congress is nothing but
voting for the BRS. BRS supre-
mo K. Chandrasekhar Rao did
not go to Karnataka to cam-
paign for the Congress. The lat-
est evidence is that BRS MPs
did not attend the inauguration
of Parliament’s new building as
per the directions of the
Congress. The Congress will
field weak candidates in the
2023 Telangana Assembly elec-
tions to help the BRS,” he said.

Subhash said that there is no
need for any confusion regard-
ing this as there is circumstan-
tial evidence right from 2014.

But Telangana Congress
spokesperson B. Ayodya
Reddy told “The Pioneer’ that
the statements of BJP leaders
Konda Vishweshwar Reddy
and Komatireddy Rajgopal
Reddy have raised doubts
among the people that the
BJP is hand-in-glove with the
BRS as Central investigating
agencies are not arresting
Kavitha.

This is enough to prove
that the BJP and the BRS are
two sides of the same coin.

He said that even recently a
Delhi BJP leader said almost

the same thing during a chit-
chat.

Ayodya Reddy said that
both the BJP and the BRS are
one and so the BRS is not
opposing the BJP in
Parliament seriously. Not only
the BRS, the AIMIM is also
hand-in-glove with the BJP,
Ayodya Reddy said.

He said the BJP always says
that the Kaleshwaram Project
is an ATM of the BRS but it
never asks Central investigat-
ing agencies to probe it. This
is another proof that they are
one, he added.

He said that the BJP and the
BRS are trying secretly to see
that the Congress does not
gain strength in Telangana. In
fact, the BJP and the BRS will
join hands after the elections,
Ayodya Reddy said.

In fact, the ruling BRS has
said that they are neither on
the BJP’s side nor the
Congress's side. The BRS made
it clear that they are on the side
of the Telangana people.

On Sunday, Harish Rao
slammed both the BJP and the
Congress saying that both of
them are more dangerous than
even natural calamities.

The people are confused
regarding this and they ask
which party (the BJP or the
Congress) is hand-in-glove
with the BRS. Elections are just
five months away but their
confusion has been cleared.

Ram Reddy, a member of
the public, said that there is no
doubt that both the BJP and
the Congress are confusing

people.

“This confusion is a sin

against the people of
Telangana. I think there is no
such confusing politics any-
where else. These parties are
deceiving the people of
Telangana. They have an oblig-
ation to clear the confusion in
public minds,” Ram Reddy
said.

Meanwhile, senior BRS
leader Dasoju Sravan said that
the BJP and the Revanth
Reddy-led Telangana unit of
the Congress are hand-in-
glove with each other.

He said that during the
Dubbaka by-election, the
Congress got the lowest num-
ber of votes in places Revanth
where had campaigned.

He asked how the Congress
can get just 3,000 votes in the
Huzurabad by-poll and added
that deliberate attempts are
being made to transfer
Congress votes to the BJP.

Dasoju said that wherever
Revanth had campaigned the
trend became favourable for
the BJP.

He said that during GHMC
elections, Revanth cam-
paigned and in the Malkajgiri
Lok Sabha seat everybody
knows how many
Congressmen became corpo-
rators finally. Even in the
recent Teachers MLC elec-
tions, BJP candidate AVN
Reddy won, he added.

He said that from all this it
is evident that the Congress is
hand-in-glove with the BJP
and that the BRS has no deals
with either the BJP or the
Congress.

Ujjain to
celebrate TS

Formation Day
® MP Guv to participate
PNS B HYDERABAD

Madhya Pradesh IAS officer
P. Narahari tweeted on
Sunday that Telangana
Formation Day will be cele-
brated in Ujjain City on June
2 under the chairmanship of
Madhya Pradesh Governor
Mangubhai Patel.

Narahari also posted an
invitation along with his
tweet which says that Madhya
Pradesh Higher Education
Minister Dr Mohan Yadav
would also participate in the
celebrations named
‘Akandatha Ka Utsav’ being
held at Kirthi Mandir near
the Vikram Vishwavidyalaya
in Ujjain city.

“Jayaho #Telangana! First
time “Telangana
Independence Day
Celebrations” by Madhya
Pradesh Government. This
programme will be held at
Mahakal in Ujjain city on
June 2 under the chairman-
ship of the Hon'ble
@Governor of Madhya
Pradesh Manyulu Mangubhai
Patel. #Telangana,” tweeted
IAS officer P. Narahari.

It is learnt that there are
many settlers from Telangana
in Ujjain city and that the cel-
ebrations are being held as
per the wishes of Telangana
settlers. In fact, IAS officer P.
Narahari is also originally
from Telangana.

Four of a family
died in bus-car
collision

PNS B MEDAK

Four persons of a family
died, including a child, in a
gory accident on the outskirts
of Kolcharam village in
Medak district on Friday.
While two persons died on
the spot, two more died while
undergoing treatment on
Sunday.

The accident happened
when Durga Goud, his broth-
er Nagarjuna Goud and
Lavnya and Harshitha were
returning in a car to their
native place Yellapur village
under Papannapet. Two per-
sons, Nagaraj Goud and
Harshita died on the spot in
a head-on collision between
an RTC bus and a car. Duga
Goud died on Saturday and
Lavany on Sunday while
undergoing treatment.

In fighting BJP, KCR
proves he is unyielding

SNCN ACHARYULU
M HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao has
proved that he is different
from other opposition leaders
in fighting the BJP which is in
power at the Centre.

There are speculations that
BRC MLC K. Kavitha, the
daughter of KCR, has come
out safely from the Delhi
liquor scam as the CBI has not
mentioned her name in its lat-
est charge sheet.

The BJP-led Centre is using
Central agencies like the CBI,
the ED and the IT
Department to harass opposi-
tion parties and force them to
join hands with the BJP. The
Centre has been trying out
this experiment on the oppo-
sition for a long time now.

In this process, some oppo-
sition leaders have surren-
dered to the Centre and some
others are silent to avoid
harassment by Central agen-
cies.

BRS President KCR
declared a political war
against the BJP and tried to
bring all opposition parties
under the Federal Front

umbrella.

After this, the Centre start-
ed harassing BRS leaders and
KCR’s family, particularly
KCR's daughter Kavitha.

After the ED issued a sum-
mons in the Delhi liquor
scam Kavitha appeared thrice
before ED officials. Once
there were strong specula-
tions that the ED is going to
arrest Kavitha in the Delhi
liquor scam.

But KCR did not compro-
mise with the Centre to save
his daughter from the liquor
scam. Instead, KCR intensi-
fied his moves against the BJP.

Kavitha also thinks that

she is now safe in the Delhi
liquor scam. BRS circles also
strongly feel that Kavitha’s
role in the Delhi liquor scam
is a closed chapter.

Even though Central agen-
cies were harassing BRS lead-
ers and KCR’s family, KCR
stood like a rock against the
BJP without any compromise,
unlike some other opposi-
tion leaders. This has boost-
ed KCR’s image across the
nation. Some opposition lead-
ers think that the opposi-
tion’s leader should be a per-
son like KCR who will fight
the BJP without any compro-
mise.




i the pioneer

VIJAYAWADA | MONDAY | MAY 29, 2023

Twitterati rave about ‘Akhand
Bharat’ mural in new Parliament

mural in the new Parliament building depicting the influence of ancient Indian thought
Ain its immediate neighbourhood went viral on social media on Sunday with many

claiming it represents the resolve for an Akhand Bharat, described as a "cultural
concept" by the RSS. The mural in the new Parliament building, inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday, marks important kingdoms and cities of the past, and
shows the influence of ancient India in the
then Taxila, in present-day Pakistan. ‘The
resolve is clear Akhand Bharat,"
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Pralhad
Joshi said on Twitter. The BJP’s Karnataka
unit shared photographs of the artworks
inside the new Parliament House,
including the murals of ancient India,
Chanakya, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and B
R Ambedkar and the cultural diversity of
the country. "It is a symbol of the vitality of
our proud great civilisation," the Karnataka
BJP said on its Twitter handle.
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Census unlikely hefore LS polls

O Citizens to be asked about smartphones, Internet, cereals

PNS B NEW DELHI

The decadal Census, which was
postponed for an indefinite peri-
od due to the pandemic, is
unlikely to be held before the
next Lok Sabha elections that are
due in April-May 2024, officials
said. Access to smartphones,
Internet, laptops, computers,
cars, two-wheelers, main cereal
consumed are some of the 31
questions to be asked in the
Census, whenever it is held.

The house listing phase of the
Census and the exercise to
update the National Population
Register (NPR) were scheduled
to be carried out across the
country from April 1 to
September 30, 2020, but was
postponed due to the COVID-
19 outbreak.

The Census operation contin-
ues to be on hold and the gov-
ernment has not yet announced
a new schedule.

In January, the Office of the
Registrar General and Census
Commissioner of India con-
veyed that the date of freezing of
administrative boundaries --
creation of new districts or sub-
districts -- has been extended to

June 30, the officials said.
According to the norms, the
Census can be conducted only
three months after (post
September 30) freezing of
boundary limits of administra-
tive units such as districts, sub-
districts, tehsils, taluks and police
stations.

Two to three months will also
be required to train the entire 30
lakh government
employees/teachers across India
who will be engaged as enumer-
ators for the Census.

Meanwhile, the Election
Commission will kick start the
process for the next general
elections such as revision of

voter lists, etc.

From October, there is little
room to hold the Census exer-
cise as the same set of people are
supposed to be engaged both by
the Election Commission and
the Office of the Registrar
General and  Census
Commissioner, the officials said.

As the priority will be
changed, in most likelihood, the
Census operation will be carried
out only after the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, they said.

This exercise, whenever it
happens, will be the first digital
Census, giving citizens an oppor-
tunity to self-enumerate.

The NPR has been made

Bengal: Mango exports this

season to start from early June

ango exports from West Bengal are expected to begin from early June with shipments to
I\/IMiddle East countries, an official said on Sunday. There have also been inquiries for

export orders from Europe, which are currently being finalised, the official said. ‘Exports
are expected to commence from early June, as we are finalising the last shipments from some
orchards. Orders have already been received from the Middle East," said Ujjal Saha, president of

the Malda Mango Association, in an
interview said. Saha also mentioned that

despite the economic challenges faced by

Europe, there is a growing interest in

Bengal mangoes, and exporters are actively

engaging in negotiations. In the previous
year, Malda exported 10 metric tonne of

mangoes to Europe and 24 metric tonne to
Middle East countries. Officials from both

the Union and State governments are

working collaboratively to promote mango
exports from West Bengal, as stated by the

horticulture department.

compulsory for citizens who
want to exercise the right to fill
the Census form on their own
rather than through govern-
ment enumerators. For this, the
Census authority has designed a
yet-to-be-launched self-enumer-
ation portal. During the self-enu-
meration process, Aadhaar or
mobile number will be manda-
torily collected.

According to the Office of the
Registrar General and Census
Commissioner, 31 questions to
be asked to the citizens have been
set.

These questions include
whether a family has a telephone
line, Internet connection, mobile
or smartphone, bicycle, scooter
or motorcycle or moped,
whether it owns a car, jeep or a
van.

The citizens will also be asked
what cereal they consume in the
household, main source of drink-
ing water and lighting, access to
toilet and its type, wastewater
outlet, availability of bathing
facility, availability of kitchen and
LPG/PNG connection, main
fuel used for cooking, availabil-
ity of radio, transistor, television,
among others.

SoK Seliat,
eer shot dead

by poachers

in Jnarkhand

PNS M MEDININAGAR
(JHARKHAND)

A three-year-old male deer
was shot at by poachers while
it was quenching its thirst at
a water body amid extreme
hot weather conditions in
Jharkhand's Palamu district,
a forest official said on
Sunday.

The animal was rescued by
the local forest protection
committee and handed over
to the forest department but
it succumbed to its injuries
during treatment, he said.

The incident took place in
Saridih forest in Tarhasi
block. Manatu range forester
Rakesh Pandey said the post-
mortem was conducted and
two bullet injuries were found
on the carcass.

An investigation has been
initiated and the poachers
will be nabbed, he added.

nation 05

Punjab govt’s anti-graft helpline

eradicating corruption, has made
remarkable progress in its recent anti-
corruption campaign, said an official
statement. "From March 23, 2022, to
the present date, the chief minister’'s
anti-corruption action line (ACAL) has
received a staggering 7,939 complaints
accompanied by necessary evidence,
signifying the unwavering commitment
of the Punjab government to promote
transparency and accountability in
public administration," said the
statement issued here.

receives 8,000 calls

he Punjab government’s "anti-corruption action line’ has received close to 8,000
Tcomplaints since March 2022, an official statement said on Sunday. Chief

Minister Bhagwant Mann launched the helpline number in March 2022 that
allows people to upload video/audio proof of officials asking for bribes or indulging
in malpractices. The Punjab Vigilance Bureau (VB), in its relentless pursuit of

Wrestlers detained after scuffle
as Delhi Police thwarts protest

PNS B NEW DELHI

Protesting wrestlers, including
Vinesh Phogat, Sakshi Malik
and Bajrang Punia, were detained
on Sunday after a scuffle with
security personnel who tried to
stop them from marching to the
new Parliament building as it was
being inaugurated. Soon after, the
Delhi Police cleared the site of
their over-month-long sit-in at
Jantar Mantar and said they will
not be allowed to return there.

While women detainees were
released later in the evening,
opposition parties slammed the
central government over the
alleged "manhandling” of
wrestlers. Former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi said that the
"arrogant king is crushing the
voice of the people” on the
streets as the "coronation" is over
and West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said it is
"shameful our champions are
treated in this manner".

The wrestlers, who had
resumed their agitation against
Wrestling Federation of India
(WFI) chief Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh on April 23
demanding his arrest for alleged

sexual harassment of several
women grapplers, had called for
a women 'Mahapanchayat' on
Sunday for which they did not
have permission.

Chaotic scenes were wit-
nessed at the dharna site at
Jantar Mantar, barely three kilo-

metres from where the new
Parliament building was inau-
gurated by the prime minister,
as protesters and police person-
nel shoved and pushed each
other when the Phogat sisters,
Sakshi Malik and others tried to
breach the barricades.

Politicians and sportspersons
condemn police action

PNS B NEW DELHI

The dramatic detention of
protesting wrestlers by Delhi
Police on Sunday was con-
demned by several politi-
cians and former sportsper-
sons who termed the act as
"shame on the government".
Top wrestlers, including
the likes of Vinesh Phogat,
Sakshi Malik and Bajrang
Punia, were detained for vio-
lation of law and order after
they breached the security
cordon while trying to move
towards the new Parliament
building for a planned
women's 'Mahapanchayat'.

"Strongly condemn the way
Delhi Police manhandled
Sakshi Malik, Vinesh Phogat
and other wrestlers. It's
shameful our champions are
treated in this manner," West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee tweeted.

"Democracy lies in toler-
ance but autocratic forces
thrive on intolerance and
quelling of dissent. I demand
they be immediately released
by police. I stand by our
wrestlers."

Communist Party of India
(Marxist) termed the police
action as "shame on this
Govt."

NCR youth embarks
on foot journey to
Mount Kailash

PNS B LUCKNOW

Inspired by Shihab Chottur,
a Keralite who travelled a dis-
tance of more than 8,000
kilometres on foot to perform
Hajj at Mecca, a young man
has embarked on a similar
journey to Mount Kailash in
the Tibet region from Uttar
Pradesh.

Shivam Yadav, a 23-year-
old resident of Surajpur in
Greater Noida in the National
Capital Region (NCR), who
began his journey on May 11,
is heading towards Bahraich
from Ayodhya via Gonda on
Sunday from where he will
enter Nepal through the
Rupediha border.

When asked whether he
has taken permission from
the Indian and Chinese gov-
ernments before setting out
on this journey, he said, "No.
But I am confident that my
faith will take me to the
abode of Lord Shankar."

To enter China and travel
to the Mount Kailash region,
a Chinese visa along with a
Tibet Travel Permit is manda-
tory as the mountain is locat-
ed in the farthest corner of
Tibet, which is a restricted
area.

Hundreds of Indian pil-
grims undertake Kailash
Mansarovar yatra in the
Tibetan Autonomous Region
of China every year negotiat-
ing the mountainous terrain.

Focus on VP Enclave,
new PMO, Common
Central Secretariat

PNS B NEW DELHI

With the new Parliament
building inaugurated, the
focus now shifts to the con-
struction of the Vice President
Enclave, Common Central
Secretariat buildings, Defence
Enclave, MPs' chambers, and
prime minister's new resi-
dence and office.

The new parliament build-
ing is the second project that
has been completed. The first
was the redevelopment of
Central Vista avenue stretch-
ing from Vijay Chowk to India
Gate. The stretch which was
earlier known as Rajpath has
been renamed Kartavya Path.

The plan for the redevelop-
ment of the Central Vista --
the nation's power corridor -
- includes the new Parliament
building that was inaugurated
on Sunday. The Central Public
Works Department (CPWD)
under the Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Ministry has
been executing projects under
the redevelopment plan.

The tender to construct the
new Parliament building was
awarded to Tata Projects in
September 2020 at an estimat-
ed cost of Rs 861 crore. Later,

the cost rose marginally due to
certain changes.

Infrastructure firm Larsen
& Toubro Limited is con-
structing the Executive
Enclave housing the PMO,
cabinet secretariat, India
House and the National
Security Council Secretariat at
an estimated cost of Rs 1,189
crore. The company was
awarded the tender in
November last year and the
project is slated to be complet-
ed in 24 months.

The Executive Enclave will
come up on the south side of
the South Block. India House
will be used as a conference
facility like the Hyderabad
House where high-level talks,
especially with top visiting
leaders of various countries,
are currently held.

Larsen & Toubro is also
constructing the first three
buildings of the Common
Central Secretariat.

New Parliament build
democratic traditions

PNS B NEW DELHI

Artworks on display in the
new Parliament building,
which was inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday, narrate the
stories of India's democratic
traditions from the Vedic
period to the present day.
The growth of democracy
in the country is depicted
through a series of exhibits in
the Constitution Hall on the
new Parliament building,

which itself is inspired by the
Sri Yantra, used for worship
in the Hindu traditions and
considered a source of pure
energy. The Constitution

Ing highlights rich

with modern touch

Hall, which has a digitised
copy of the Indian
Constitution, has a touch of
modernity as it also houses a
Foucault's Pendulum to
demonstrate the rotation of
the earth.

"Democracy is not just a
system that is practiced in
India but it is a culture,
thought and tradition. Our
vedas teach us about the
democratic ideals of Sabha
and Samiti. We find a
description of the republic in

Mahabharata," Modi said.

The Foucault's Pendulum
hangs from a large skylight
from the triangular roof of
the Constitution Hall and
signifies the idea of India
with that of the universe.

The Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha chambers boast
of a digitised voting system,
well-engineered acoustics,
and state-of-the-art audio-
visual systems to ensure
effective legislative proceed-
ings.

Delhi HC sentences
to jail two PWD
officials for contempt

PNS B NEW DELHI

Delhi High Court has sen-
tenced two PWD officials to
simple imprisonment for
contempt in view of their
"recalcitrance” to follow the
law and court orders in rela-
tion to conservation of trees
in the Chittaranjan Park area.

The judge opined that there
was a consistent disregard in
compliance of these orders,
which merited a sentence under
contempt law and sentenced the
executive engineer and the
engineer-in-chief of the Public

Works department (PWD).

K’taka CM Siddaramaiah gives ministers
target of winning 20 seats in LS elections

PNS ® BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, who has formed a
full-fledged government, has fixed
targets for all his Cabinet colleagues,
saying they should all strive to win
atleast 20 of the total 28 seats in the
Lok Sabha elections.

The Chief Minister on
Saturday filled all 34 seats in his
Cabinet by inducting 24 new
ministers. Noting that the Lok
Sabha elections are coming in a
year, Siddaramaiah said, "We
should win at least 20 Lok Sabha
constituencies as a gift to party

national president Mallikarjun
Kharge and seniors Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi."

The chief Minister has
instructed the ministers to carry
out their responsibilities by
keeping this goal in mind and

with commitment, honesty and
agility, a statement from the chief
minister's office said. "We should
strive sincerely to ensure that the
guarantees assured by us reach
the people. The mistakes of the
past should not be repeated this
time," he was quoted as saying
in the statement.
Siddaramaiah assured the
ministers that portfolio alloca-
tion will be completed shortly,
and told them, "All of you must
work actively. As a result of our
struggle in the opposition, peo-
ple have rejected the misrule of
the BJP and held our hands."

Will meet FM
Sitharaman to

claim refund of
Rs 9242.60 cr

PNS B DHARAMSHALA

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Sukhu
on Sunday said he will meet
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman in the
national capital to claim a
refund of Rs 9242.60 crore
deposited in the New Pension
Scheme by the state govern-
ment.

During the eighth meeting
of the governing council of
NITI Aayog held in New
Delhi on Saturday, Sukhu
urged the Centre to issue
directions to the Pension
Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority to
return the amount.

Addressing a 'Purani
Pension Aabhar Rally' organ-
ised by the state's government
employees here, Sukhu assert-
ed that the Congress govern-
ment will fulfil its pre-poll
promise of restoring the old
pension scheme in the state.

We are determined to
reclaim Rs 9242.60 crore
deposited in NPS. It is our
right to get the money back
and we will fight for it. T will
visit Delhi to discuss the mat-
ter with Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
Sukhu said at the rally.

ISRO begins countdown for

PNS M SRIHARIKOTA (AP)

Scientists at the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
on Sunday at 7.12 am com-
menced the 27.5 hour count-
down for the launch of a nav-
igation satellite on board a
GSLV rocket here on May 29.

The Bengaluru-headquar-
tered space agency is all geared
up to launch the second-gen-
eration navigation satellite
series, a significant launch
which would ensure the con-
tinuity of NavIC (Navigation
with Indian Constellation) ser-
vices -- an Indian regional
satellite navigation system,
similar to GPS, providing
accurate and real-time naviga-
tion in India and a region
extending to 1,500 km around
the mainland.

NavIC signals are designed
to provide user position accu-
rate to better than 20-metres
and timing accuracy better
than 50 nanoseconds.

The 51.7 metre tall
Geosynchronous Satellite
Launch Vehicle, on its 15th
flight, would carry the naviga-
tion satellite NVS-01 weighing
2,232 kg on Monday at 10.42
am from the second launch
pad at the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre (SHAR) here,
about 130 km from Chennai.

Nearly 20 minutes after the
flight, the rocket is scheduled
to deploy the satellite in a geo-
synchronous transfer orbit
(GTO) at an altitude of about
251 km, ISRO said.

The NVS-01 carries naviga-
tion payloads L1, L5 and S
bands and in comparison with

the previous one, the second-
generation satellite would also
carry an indigeneously devel-
oped rubidium atomic clock.

It is for the first time that an
indigeneously developed
rubidium atomic clock would

be used in Monday's launch,
ISRO said. According to the
space agency, scientists earlier
used imported rubidium atom-
ic clocks to determine date and
location. Now, the rubidium
atomic clock developed by

aunch of navigation

Ahmedabad-based Space
Applications Centre will be
on board. It is an important
technology that only a handful
of countries possess, it said.
ISRO developed the Navigation
with Indian Constellation
(NavIC) system to meet the
positioning, navigation and
timing requirements of the
country, particularly with
regard to civil aviation and mil-
itary requirements. NavIC was
earlier known as the Indian
Regional Navigation Satellite
System (IRNSS).

"The L1 navigation band is
popular for providing position,
navigation and timing ser-
vices for civilian users and for
interoperability with other
GNSS (global navigation satel-
lite system) signals,” ISRO
said. Some of the applications

satellite

of NavIC include terrestrial,
aerial and maritime naviga-
tion, precision agriculture,
location-based services in
mobile devices and marine
fisheries, among many others.

NavIC is designed with a
constellation of seven satellites
and a network of ground sta-
tions that operate 24x7. NavIC
offers two services -- Standard
Position Service (SPS) for civil-
ian users and Restricted
Service for strategic users.

NavIC SPS signals are inter-
operable with the US global
navigation satellite system sig-
nals, GPS, Glonass from
Russia, Galileo (European
Union) and BeiDou, China.

Monday's mission is the
sixth operational flight of the
GSLV with indigenous cryo-
genic stage.

Centre told to inform HC
outcome of consultations

PNS B BENGALURU

The Delhi High Court has
granted six weeks' time to
the Centre to inform it about
the outcome of consulta-
tions and deliberations with
stakeholders on draft rules to
regulate e-pharmacies.

The court was hearing
pleas seeking a ban on "ille-
gal" sale of drugs online
and challenging the draft
rules published by the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare to further
amend the Drugs and
Cosmetics Rules.

A bench of Chief Justice

Satish Chandra Sharma and

Justice Subramonium Prasad
made it clear that pendency
of these matters will not
come in way of the Central
government in taking action
against persons who are vio-
lating the court's December
12, 2018 interim order
putting a stay on the sale of
drugs without licence by
online pharmacies.

On perusing the latest sta-
tus report filed by the
Centre, the court noted it has
been categorically stated that
the Union of India has not
yet finalised the draft noti-
fication of August 2018 and
it is pending for consultation
and deliberations.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Respect the temple

[Leaders say Parliament is the temple of democracy,
so they should not desecrate it with pandemonium

tre ‘Sengol' near the Lok Sabha Speaker’s chair by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

The inauguration of the new parliament building and installation of a historic scep-

along with other related activities on Sunday, will continue to be debated for
some time. Supporters and members of the Government and Bharatiya Janata Party
will reiterate grandiloquent statements, lauding the very idea of getting a new Parliament,
its symbolism-heavy architecture and furnishing, and so on. The Opposition, on the
other hand, will continue to make barbed remarks about the entire affair, as it has
been in the last few days. Senior Congress leader Shashi Tharoor had earlier quot-
ed Articles 60 and 111 of the Constitution, claiming that as head of Parliament, the
President should have inaugurated the building. The TMC’s reaction was a mix of
condemnation and ridicule: the Prime Minister inaugurating the new Parliament build-
ing was akin to “I only love myself day,” party MP Derek O’Brien said on Sunday. It
is indubitable, however, that the country needed a

new Parliament. The need was felt not just by this
Government but also earlier. In 2012, Lok Sabha
speaker Meira Kumar had constituted a high-pow-
ered committee to recommend an alternate complex
to the old Parliament building. But the need was just
on the grounds of functionality, though these were
sufficient enough for the alternate building. The old
structure, made a century ago, could not cope with
the requirements that have arisen in this period.

The Prime Minister rightly said that the new
Parliament is not just a building but a reflection of
the aspirations and dreams of 140 crore Indians.

“This is a temple of our democracy that gives a mes-
sage of India’s resolution to the world,” he said. “This new Parliament building con-
nects planning to reality, policy to realisation, willpower to execution, and sankalp
to siddhi,” he added. He went on to say, “India is not only a democratic nation but
also the mother of democracy.” For, he asserted, democracy is not just a system
that is practiced in India but it is a culture, thought and tradition. The roots of democ-
racy in our country, he correctly said, go back to the Vedas and Vaishali in modern
Bihar. Parliament has been called the temple of democracy by many people, both
from the Government and the Opposition. So, it is the duty of all political parties and
leaders to ensure that the sanctity of this temple is upheld by everyone in every cir-
cumstance all the time. This temple should not suffer any desecration. It means that
business is conducted in both Houses in the best traditions of democracy. Senior
leaders should ensure that when an opponent is speaking, he or she is allowed to
say whatever they want to, that they are not shouted down. Also, all parliamentari-
ans should respect the chair, speak within the timeframe that is provided to them,
and so on. This will strengthen our democracy.

Kashmiri Pandit devotees light earthen lamps during the Kheer Bhawani Mela, at Tulmula in Ganderbal district. PTI

Worktorce must have

‘the pioneer

employable skills

The world of work is changing faster than the workforce. To survive
technological developments and automation, workers must upgrade their skills

ndia surpasses China as

the world's most populous

country in demographic

composition, with a stagger-

ing 65 per cent working-age
population having an average
age of 28 years old. This popula-
tion has the potential to propel the
nation towards remarkable socio-
economic progress and has the
ability for transformative global
impact. To reap the benefit of
demographic advantage, it is
imperative to equip our working
population with employable skills
and knowledge that meet the
requirements of the globalized
labour market. Skill develop-
ment in educational institutions
is the critical enabler for improv-
ing employment outcomes and
higher productivity leading to
faster and more sustainable eco-
nomic growth.

There is a significant gap
between the skills imparted in
educational institutions in India
and the skills required for jobs.
The International Labour
Organization (ILO) has project-
ed that India will face a 29 mil-
lion skill deficit by 2030. Still,
India's education system is unable
to provide the necessary skills to
its growing workforce. Many
young people lack the required
qualifications and vocational
training to find suitable jobs.

India Skills Report 2023
reveals a rise in employability of
52.8% with women and men at
47.2%. Women surpassed men in
employability because, in the
post-covid era, nursing, beauty
and wellness and other soft skills
showed the highest employabili-
ty rates among the women. Not
only for women but for men also
the beauty and wellness sector has
unlimited potential in terms of
domestic and global markets.
The beauty and wellness market
in India was valued at Rs 901.07
billion in 2018 and is forecast to
reach Rs 2,463.49 billion by 2024,
expanding at a compound annu-
al growth rate (CAGR) of around
18.40 per cent during 2019-2024.

There is an extra advantage
in the employability of women
because the companies have also
adopted new recruitment strate-
gies centred around soft skills like
communication, teamwork, and
emotional intelligence. However,
institutes haven't adopted the

norm of educating their stu-
dents on as of now employable
skills, thus hurting the fresh-
ers entering the job market.
The Department of
School Education and
Literacy is executing the ratio-
nalization of the School
Education initiative under
‘Samagra Shiksha'(holistic
education) to integrate voca-
tional education with gener-
al academics in secondary and
senior secondary schools. The
goal is to enhance youths'
employability, entrepreneur-
ial skills, work environment
exposure, and career aware-
ness. The ideal employee in
the 21st century embodies a
diverse set of skills which
includes a perfect blend of
technical and soft skills.
India has a unique oppor-
tunity to capitalize on its 48 per
cent population under the age
of 25, and the working-age
population is forecast to hit
more than 1 billion in the cur-
rent decade. An IMF report
suggests that demographic
dividend could add up to 2
percentage points to per capi-
ta GDP growth per annum.
But the question remains, how
can India capitalize on its
demographic dividend?
Developed countries like
Singapore and South Korea
demonstrate the potential for
leveraging the demographic
dividend to achieve remark-

INDIA HAS A
UNIQUE
OPPORTUNITY TO
CAPITALISE ON ITS
48 PER CENT
POPULATION
UNDER THE AGE
OF 25, AND THE
WORKING-AGE
POPULATION IS
FORECAST TO HIT
MORE THAN 1
BILLION IN THE
CURRENT DECADE

able economic growth by
implementing forward-think-
ing policies and programs that
empower the youth in educa-
tion and skill development.

Various job roles across
multiple sectors are included
in these modules to cater to
students' aptitudes and aspira-
tions. Apart from this, under
the Skill India Mission, the
Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship offers
skill training through schemes
like PMKVY, JSS, NAPS, and
CTS via ITTs. These demand-
driven initiatives aim to
improve youth employability
by continuously adding indus-
try-relevant courses.

The world of work is
changing faster than the
workforce, with technological
developments, automation,
changes in consumer behav-
iour, and widespread remote
working patterns rapidly
changing how and where we
work. To bridge the skills
needs of businesses and gov-
ernments, boosting employa-
bility and career success for
individuals. India should fur-
ther strengthen its Technical
and Vocational Education &
Training (TVET) programs.
For instance, Finland's TVET
program is known for its
high-quality education, strong
connection with industry
needs, and emphasis on prac-
tical skills. One of the critical

DINESH SOOD

aspects of Finland’s TVET
system that India can learn
from is its strong collabora-
tion between educational
institutions, the private sector,
and the government. This
cooperation ensures that the
curriculum is tailored to meet
the current and future needs
of the market, thereby
enhancing the employability.
India can benefit from adopt-
ing a similar approach,
encouraging stronger ties
between educational institu-
tions and industry players to
develop curricula that are
aligned with market demands.
The workforce stays compet-
itive and adapts to the rapid-
ly changing demands of the
global economy by promoting
a culture of continuous learn-
ing and up-skilling, support-
ed by government policies
and incentives. This would
not only help to bridge the
skill-employability gap but
also enable India's workforce
to remain agile and prepared
for the ever-evolving job mar-
ket. Skillfully leveraging the
demographic dividend can
pave the way for elevated liv-
ing standards and sustain the
country’s economic growth.
(The writer is co-founder
and MD, of Orane
International, a training part-
ner with the National Skill
Development Corporation.
The views are personal)

Battling cultural

taboos In Uttarakhana

The need for comprehensive menstrual education, access to hygienic
sanitary products, and an end to discriminatory practices 1S paramount

Ithough menstruation
Ais a natural process for

women and girls, it
continues to be associated
with deep-rooted stigma,
imposing daily challenges,
and hindering their growth.
Lack of scientific menstrual
awareness and management
pushes adolescent girls in
most parts of India to seclu-
sion and torment within their
own homes, making it a har-
rowing experience. In vil-
lages that are tucked away in
the hilly states, the situation
is quite shocking.

Disha (name changed), a
16-year-old from Pothing vil-
lage in Bageshwar district,
Uttarakhand, shares her dis-
tressing experience, “At times,
I hide from my parents while
I menstruate because it’s a tor-
ture to stay in a cowshed.
Often, I go through severe
cramps, but as I don’t inform
my parents about getting
periods, I refrain from shar-
ing my pain. But I cannot put
up this act every month
because my mother ends up
suspecting pregnancy.’

Culturally in India,
women and girls still face dis-
crimination and inhumane
treatment during menstrua-
tion, and Uttarakhand is no

exception. The practices
around menstruation differ in
each village but there are cer-
tain rules across the region
that menstruating girls and
women have to follow.

In Pothing village, for
instance, when a girl gets her
period for the first time, she
is banished to a cowshed
outside the house for 21 days.
Consequently, these girls
spend a total of 60 days each
year eating, sleeping, and
studying with cattle. During
this time, they not only stay
away from their homes but
are also forbidden from using
the household toilet. "The
most dreaded times are the
bitterly cold months of
December and January when
we have to go to the river at
4-5 AM in the morning to
take a bath. We try to use
fewer blankets during winter

nights as washing them every
day is quite laborious," reveals
Nisha Gadiya, another adoles-
cent girl from the village.

Aside from the unsani-
tary conditions, the girls lack
essential support during their
periods. “During this time, we
do not even receive timely
meals, which leaves us feeling
weak. Because of this, we cant
study properly. Moreover,
sanitary pads are not readily
available even at the chemist
shops located quite far away
from our village, and afford-
ing them is another challenge.
We resort to using clothes
during our periods," adds
Nisha.

These practices have
turned the menstrual cycle
into a traumatic experience
for adolescent girls as they
fear staying alone outside
their homes. “Younger girls
are usually afraid to sleep
alone away from home in the
cowshed at night. When we
were young, we dreaded
being imprisoned for a few
days each month, as if we had
committed a crime. We
would cry alone at night,
thinking how good it would
have been if our period had
never come at all,” expresses
17-year-old Maya.

DOLLY GADIYA

The villagers firmly
believe that menstruating
women are impure, and any
physical contact during this
period will make the other
person fall sick. Purification
rituals involving cow urine are
performed to counter such
perceived impurities. While
highlighting the deep-rooted
nature of these superstitions,
Chandra Gadia, a teacher
from the village, shares,
“There is an urgent need to
challenge these ‘man’-made
laws. It is imperative to put an
end to any form of violence
inflicted upon women and
adolescent girls in the name
of customs and rituals,"
emphasizes Chandra. The
need for comprehensive men-
strual education, access to
hygienic sanitary products,
and an end to discriminato-
ry practices is paramount.
Advocacy and awareness pro-
grams should be implement-
ed, not only in Pothing Village
but throughout the region, to
combat these deep-seated
taboos and foster a society
that embraces menstrual
health and dignity.

(The writer is a recipient

of the Sanjoy Ghose Media
Awards 2022) Charkha
Features
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RAMDEV SUPPORTS WRESTLERS

Sir — As per the report, Delhi’s political
quarters are abuzz with questions about
the relationship between self-proclaimed
'godman’ and 'Yoga guru' Baba Ramdev
and the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). The Ramdev recently spoke out
against the sexual assault accused
Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) chief
and BJP MP Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh
and demanded his immediate arrest.
Ramdev who hogged national headlines
during the UPA-2 by projecting himself
as a “black money crusader” has conspic-
uously gone silent on the issue after BJP
came to power in 2014. He either
remained silent or defended the BJP
regime on crucial issues. He said that the
BJP MP Brij Bhushan was not being
arrested even after FIRs were registered
against him, Ramdev said, “He (Brij
Bhushan) spews nonsense every day
about mothers, sisters and daughters. This
is an extremely condemnable evil act, a
sin’”.

The Delhi Police has filed two FIRs
against the WFI president. While the first
FIR relates to allegations by the minor
wrestler and has been registered under
the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, the second is
related to outraging modesty.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai

AGENDAS FOR A NEW PARLIAMENT
Sir — As India enters a new era with its
new parliament, there is a profound
opportunity to introduce a fresh wave of
legislation that addresses the needs and
challenges of our diverse country.
With a focus on fostering social progress,
economic growth, and environmental
sustainability, inter alia, the new parlia-
ment should prioritize the development
of comprehensive and forward-thinking
laws that promote inclusivity, protect
human rights, encourage innovation,
and ensure sustainable development.
One of the primary areas of focus for
the new parliament should be strength-
ening laws that promote social justice and

E EDITOR

T_hB ‘Sengol’ controversy rages on

he Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) IT cell and
Twell supported by government-controlled

media houses, Sengol has suddenly become
the talk of the town and the main question of "why
New Parliament Bhavan was not inaugurated by
the President’ has gone into the background. This
is also not a big issue as the Sengol is going to
be moved from its archive to the centre of the
Parliament in a ceremonious function- "Sengol
Saatchi" is a common term in Tamil which means

inclusivity. It is crucial to develop and
enforce stronger protections for margin-
alized communities, ensuring that they
have equal access to education, employ-
ment opportunities, healthcare, and
housing.

In the digital age, the protection of
individual privacy and responsible use of
technology is of paramount importance.
The new parliament should introduce
robust data protection laws that safeguard
citizens' personal information, estab-
lishing clear guidelines for data collection,
storage, and usage by both government
and private entities.

To strengthen democracy and ensure
transparency in the electoral process, the
new parliament should focus on electoral
reforms. Measures can include enhanc-
ing campaign finance regulations, pro-
moting political party accountability,
and adopting technology-driven solutions
for voter registration and election mon-
itoring.

Shivanshu K Srivastava | Lucknow

PLIGHT OF WORKERS

Sir — The article "Tragedy for workers....'

good government- Unnecessary daily debates on
this issue is getting to be tiresome as we have seen
photographs of the first Prime Minister (PM) of
India Jawaharlal Nehru accepting the Sengol.
Ultimately all events planned by the government
are going to happen on 28th May (though some
parties are still hanging on to this presidential nar-
rative).

Seers have already arrived and | understand
that a mock ceremony has also been conducted.
But the big question, one side, Sengol was orig-
inally used by kings to signify the transfer of power.
Kings did not rule a democracy. The Sengol is out
of place here. It was never used by subsequent
PMs to hand over the reins of the government.
Unable to understand how an astute politician like
PM Modi should not have been able to gauge what
the public sentiment would be in this situation

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad

depicts the exact picture of the workers
in the present economic scenario.
Contract, contingent, casual, outsourced,
daily wages, employees on honorarium
and so many such exploited categories are
seen working in various departments and
fields and all the more in government ser-
vices also.
Directive principles expect the govern-
ment to be a model employer but it has
turned out to be a model exploiter.
The minimum wage declared is meant
only for employees in the Schedule.
In most of the States, upward revision of
minimum wage is not done after 2007
and the worst is that even the Minimum
Wage Board is not there to look into this
matter. The Union government's Labour
Codes added oil to the fire by introduc-
ing Fixed Term employment and remov-
ing 47 labour laws which were giving
some sort of protection at least. But the
sacrifice of workers goes unrecognised.
A G Rajmohan | Anantapur
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‘SENGOL’ GETS ITS
RIGHTFUL PLACE

The ‘Sengol’ has been installed next to the

Speaker’s chair by the PM in new Parliament

~

THIRUVANNATHAPURAM S RAMAKRISHNAN

4 engol' has been quoted in Tamil literature very extensively
Sfor the various attributes it presents. The essential mean-
ing of righteousness for SENGOL refers to a ruler’s dispen-
sation of justice to his citizens, even if it is detrimental to the King
or the King’s family. If the King fails in his duty either due to fail-
ure to cross-verify the facts, deliver justice in haste, overlook the
facts before him, or due to circumstantial evidence or sheer human
error, he is bound to fall from the grace of people, and he is also
expected to face the punishment for failing to give justice, which
must be imposed on him by himself.
This is where the King is expected to have the grace of the Almighty
in acquitting himself well while delivering justice in extremely com-
plicated cases. There were times when to know the truth, the King
prayed to the Almighty to give a clue of what went on at the crime
scene, and when he got the clue, he gave the right judgement. A
lady was pierced with an arrow and died when she was under the
tree with her husband.
The husband noticed a hunter with a bow and arrow in the sur-
roundings, and he accused the hunter of killing his wife with his
arrow. But the hunter firmly denied that he did not shoot the arrow.
The King came to know the truth with the Divine Grace: the arrow
had been pierced in one of the leaves of the tree earlier, and when
the couple was resting under the tree, it fell on the lady, and there-
by the lady lost her life.

When the King delivers a wrong judgement, even an ordinary
citizen may reach out to him in his assembly and raise the wrong-
doing of the King with evidence. When Kannaki’s hushand was
wrongly executed by the then Pandya King for stealing the anklet
of the Queen, she proved before him that her anklets were made
of rubies, whereas the Queen’s anklets were made of pearls. The
Pandya King realised his mistake of delivering wrong justice, fell
from his seat, and expired instantly after uttering, "l am not the King,
and | am the thief". The SENGOL also gave dutiful power to the King
to punish those who disturb the peace in society and those who
resort to heinous crimes of theft, robbery, and murder.

The lyrics written by SANGAM lady poet Avvaiyar indicate the
prosperity angle of Sengol'. In her lyrics, she said, "When the paddy
field embankment height increases, the water level in the field rais-
es, thereby the paddy crop grows well, resulting in a high yield,
and that will raise the economic condition of the citizens (farmers
in particular), and as a result, the Senkol' will raise, and ultimate-
ly it will result in the increase in the status of the King himself. In
a democratic setup, we rule ourselves; the king refers to the citi-
zenry, and hence, as the paddy field embankment rises, the SEN-
GOL rises, and the country and its citizenry will prosper.

The Sengol' embodied the good governance, prosperity, jus-
tice and fairness, unity, safety, security, and well-being of the cit-
izens, as well as the authority, might, legitimacy, unity, integrity,
and sovereignty of a nation. It is befitting on the part of the Indian
government to bring back the Indian pride from Prayagraj Nehru
Museum and install it as Sengol' next to the Lok Sabha speaker in
the new Parliament Hall.

(The author is a Public Policy Analyst)
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Ever increasing threat of

transnational terrorism

The purpose of terrorism 1s to create an state of extreme fear among
target groups to alter their behaviour and bring about a radical change

DR SUDHIR HINDWAN

he recent attacks by terrorists
in Rajouri that killed 4 soldiers
and a few days earlier
ambushed an Army vehicle in
the Poonch district of Jammu :
and Kashmir in which 5 Army Soldiers :
have been martyred ahead of G 20 meet- :
ing have confirmed that terrorists were :
down but not wiped out. The purpose of
these attacks is to destabilize security and :
create a vulnerable atmosphere in the :
region. This is not an isolated incident but
just an addition to the long saga of ter- :
rorist violence in the region. Earlier the :
series of terrorist attacks in Sopore, :

Budgam, Chadoora, Noorbagh and VIOLENCE |S
Dooru Shahabad raised serious con- : H
cerns for security agencies. NOT THEIR

Both the Central and State :
Governments have done an excellent job ”Vl MED IATE
to resolve the issues but terrorists are : GOAL, AND :
deliberately creating problems as they :
work to the tune of outsiders. Besides, to : THAT’S WHY
a large extent, clinging to terrorism pro- :
vides livelihood to terrorists who have : THEY INSIST
nothing to lose except their lives for some : UPON :
money and self-generated fake popular- :
ity among their masters as a bonus. Be it : PSYCHOLOGICAL
the case of Ajmal Kasab and a few oth- : :
ers who were misled and driven to com- : RATHER THAN
mit a most heinous crime in Mumbai. : PRACTICAL :
Although the central government has :
made efforts to find a solution to the : RESULTS

problem plaguing the region by initiat- :
ing talks with Pakistan and addressing the
grievances of the separatists yet insurgent :
activities against the government and :
clashes between terrorists and the Army :

have continued unabated.

The region provides an excellent
base for the rebels to carry out guerrilla :
activities. Several security officials have
died in controlling the terrorist onslaught
for many years. World over, the new breed :
of terrorists seems to be reasonably con-
fident of their access to vantage points. :

ient of the Bharat

on Strategic Affairs.
Views expressed are
personal)

Moreover, their strategies have
become more sophisticated and
they are successful in acquiring
more lethal weapons from across

i the border. The rapid internation-
i al transportation and use of
i sophisticated weapons like assault
¢ rifles and plastic explosives (RDX)
¢ have helped to facilitate the expan-
¢ sion of terrorist networks around
: the world. Besides, the new suicide
¢ squads of terrorists have left the
i entire security apparatus of the
. affected states in a state of shock.

The recent incidents in Europe
and Asia and Africa need to be
understood properly. History
bears testimony to various such
tragic events.

Mr. Alison Jamieson, a British
analyst on organized crime and
political violence commented that
the distinction between terrorism
and organized crime has become
very blurred recently. Italian
organised crime expert Professor
Ernesto says “The goal is different.

The terrorist’s goal is an ide-
ological one, while organized

i crime’s goal is financial, but the

instrument is the same. They
both need money and arms”. In Sri
Lanka, the Tamil Tigers engage in

¢ drug trafficking to finance their
¢ struggle, in north-eastern India
i guerrillas kidnap tea planters and
: hold them to ransom to help
¢ fund their fight for independence.
: i In Chechnya, the secessionists
¢ (The writer is the recip- :

i distribution. These days terrorists
i Gaurav Award. He is a
i Professor and an Expert :
i ble points before carrying out any
i of their attacks and they plan their
¢ attack in a heroic manner for the

were heavily involved in drug

are more confident than ever
before of their access to vulnera-

justification and fulfilment of a
cause that they think is just.

Thus, they attempt, by their
acts, to inspire and manipulate fear
to achieve a variety of purposes.
William Henry once explained the
problem of international terrorism
and commented that “some polit-
ically motivated acts are rooted so
deeply in dedication to a cause that
no sanction can deter them, other
acts of terrorism spring from frus-
tration of legitimate means, caused
in turn by acts of government
repression and terrorism.” It is
basically a self-created perception
of misled people to give an ideolog-
ical fervour to their misdeeds.
Terrorist groups are generally too
small and weak to operate success-
tully against governments.

Therefore, violence is not their
immediate goal and that’s why
they insist upon psychological
rather than practical results.

The purpose of terrorism,
therefore, is to create an emotion-
al state of extreme fear among spe-
cific groups, and thereby, ultimate-
ly alter their behavior and bring
about general or particular
changes in the structure of soci-
ety and government. Therefore,
scholars working on strategic
affairs in the international arena
need to examine and analyze the
genesis and changing nature of the
problem of international terrorism
and its causes. It is true that pre-
sent anti-terrorism laws such as
extradition treaties, etc are suffi-
cient enough in handling the
problem provided they are imple-
mented promptly and effectively.
Besides, Intelligence, Interception
and close surveillance are the

most effective ways of combating

modern terrorism. In this regard

the following suggestions may be
worth considering:

(a) Carefully examining important
incidents and preparing
detailed action-oriented
reports on terrorist-affected
areas.

(b) Building a sophisticated com-
munication network as part of
a wider modernization drive
that gives access to the latest
technology.

(c) Better management of local
contacts and sources of assis-
tance. #developing new tech-
niques of security and mainte-
nance of secrecy.

(d) Developing the capability to
anticipate security needs. This
is possible by conducting spe-
cialized courses for monitoring
security situations
Although individual counter-

measures have been taken against

terrorism, the world is not yet in

a position to completely eliminate

this curse of human civilization.

The important task is to find out

the emerging new cause of terror-

ism or analyze the psychology.
The efforts of the state to
maintain security in the face of
terrorist threats should go hand in
hand with a new international
mechanism bolstered by a multi-
dimensional and multilayered
approach based on coordination
and intelligence sharing. The
world has got tremendous oppor-
tunities and excellent platforms
such as G 20 and Quad wherein

a lot of sharing and learning can

generate a solid combating mech-

anism.

"Iransition from road to rail 1s an opportunity worth exploiting

Chugging along the sustainability track, the railway holds tremendous potential to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and an opportunity for logistic providers

ransition from Road to
I rail, a topic of great
traction from all quar-
ters, is finally gaining heat
with the concerted efforts
from all the stakeholders -
government, logistics players
and the user fraternity. But
why is this shift necessary?
According to some research
estimates, Rail produces 75%
fewer CO2 emissions per
tonne-kilometre than that of
road freight transport. This
wake-up call is for the indus-
tries to switch to alternative
modes of transport.

As per the Boston
Consulting Group, “No form
of mass transport has more
potential to aid in the fight
against global warming than
rail. It is one of the most ener-
gy-efficient transport modes,
responsible for 9% of global

NIKHIL AGARWAL

(The writer is President-CJ
DARCL Logistics)

motorized passenger move-
ment and 7% of freight ship-
ping—but only 3% of trans-
port energy use, according to
the International Energy
Agency.

In fact, a Niti Ayog study
found that the transition
would help encourage clean-
er fuels, India can save 10
Giga tonnes of CO2, 500-kilo
tonnes of particulate matter
(PM) and 15 million tonnes
of nitrogen oxide (NOx)
caused by freight transport by
2050.

Despite having the fourth
largest network of railways
globally, about 71% of inland
cargo transportation in the
country happens via road,
and just about 17% of cargo
is moved via rail. Road trans-
portation is not just time-
consuming; it also results in

massive greenhouse gas emis-
sions while Rail emits about
one-fifth of truckss GHG

emissions.

THE PROMISING
LANDSCAPE

As per the Ministry of
Railways, the Government

has set a target of 33% emis-
sions intensity reduction,
with the transport sector
being one of the key sectors
with substantial emission
mitigation potential. One of
the most vital transportation
emissions mitigation strate-
gies agreed to by the

Government of India was
increasing the share of Indian
Railways in the movement of
freight from the current ~35-
36% to 45% by 2030”7 To
achieve this, Indian Railways
has prepared a National Rail
Plan (NRP) for India — 2030.

There has been a massive
investment lined up towards
the development of Dedicated
Freight Corridors (DFCs),
which is touted as the most
important step towards
increasing the efficiency of
this sector. The first phase of
the DFCs project alone is esti-
mated to reduce emissions by
about 457-million-ton CO2
over a 30-year period.
Looking at the promising
potential this project holds, in
this year’s Union Budget,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman allocated

Rs27,482 crore to the
Dedicated Freight Corridor
Corporation of India (DFCC)
for the financial year 2023-24
(FY24). As a result, the reg-
ular operation of freight trains
has been started on the
Eastern Dedicated Freight
Corridor (EDFC), the coun-
try’s largest railway line for
freight and almost 60% of the
freight trains operations on
the main New Delhi-Howrah
(up to Chunar) have switched
on to EDFC.

Additionally, modal inte-
gration across, rail, road, and
sea freight and the invest-
ments for better train-port-
road integration are also
important factors that will
reinforce the Indian rail
freight industry. To top it all,
robust private sector invest-
ments and the public-pri-

vate partnership for project
financing are only accentuat-
ing this shift. Railways are
also working to improve
energy efficiency for both
diesel and electric traction to
further reduce GHG emis-
sions.

Though capturing a
smaller share compared to
road transportation as of
date, a swift switch from
road to rail would mean less-
er emissions, lesser conges-
tion on roads, effective uti-
lization of all transportation
modes and a highly efficient
end-to-end logistical net-
work. With policymakers fast
acting to advance the rail
infrastructure, a golden
opportunity awaits the logis-
tics players to capture major
market share by acing their
rail freight proposition.
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PFC 04 net profit rises 42 % to
Rs 6,128.63 crore

State-owned non-bank lender Power Finance Corporation (PFC) has posted a 42.66 per

Money 08

FPIs invest Rs 37,316 crore in
May on strong fundamentals

Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) have pumped Rs 37,316 crore in Indian equities in

Kaveri Seed looking at new
frontiers for exports

averi Seed Company Limited is looking to expand its export market by entering into
cent jump in its consolidated net profit at Rs 6,128.63 crore during March FY23 K
quarter, helped by higher income. It had clocked Rs 4,295.90 crore net profit from
‘continuing and discontinued operations" in January-March quarter of preceding financial
year (FY) 2021-22, the company said in a regulatory filing on Saturday. Total income
increased to Rs 20,074.11 crore from Rs
18,873.55 crore in the year-ago quarter,
registering a year-on-year (y-0-y) rise of 6
per cent. In a separate statement, the
company said "PFC Group clocked the
highest PAT (profit after tax) with a 13 per
nt increase from Rs 18,768 crore in FY22
to Rs 21,179 crore in FY’23." As on March
31, 2023, the consolidated net worth of
company increased to Rs 1,11,981 crore
from Rs 96,275 crore as on March 31,
2022. Consolidated loan asset book grew
by 13 per cent to Rs 8,57,500 crore in
FY23 over Rs 7,58,496 crore in FY22.

new frontiers as well as strengthening its presence in the existing countries.

Presently, the Secundrabad-based company is exporting its seed to Vietnam,
Bangladesh, Nepal and few countries of Middle East and Africa. We want to expand our
footprint in South East Asian countries and other African nations like Egypt and Ghana
as part of our focus on growing the
export market," Kaveri Seed executive
director C Mithun Chand said. Exports
continue to be strong, export volume
has increased by 35 per cent and
revenue by 42.44 per cent as compared
to last year, he said. Currently exports
contribute 2 per cent to overall revenue
while the remaining comes from the
domestic arket. "We are planning to set
up a subsidiary in Bangladesh as this
market has been providing good
business and we see a great potential
for expansion in the country," he said.

May so far, primarily due to strong macroeconomic fundamentals and reasonable

valuation of stocks. This is the highest investment by FPIs in the last six months.
Before this, they made a net investment of Rs 36,239 crore in equities in November
2022, data available with the depositories showed. Going forward, a resolution on the US
debt ceiling and good domestic macro-
economic data could prove to be
positive for the markets and may lead
to fresh flows of assets from foreign
investors, Himanshu Srivastava,
Associate Director - Manager

outlook for FPI flows has significantly
improved, primarily due to the
completion of the quantitative
tightening cycle in the US and India’s
recent outperformance in comparison |«
to global equities, Shrey Jain, founder
and CEO of SAS Online, said.
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Recession in Germany may
impact export sectors from India

PNS B NEW DELHI

Economic recession in
Germany is likely to impact
India's exports from various
sectors like chemicals,
machinery, apparel and elec-
tronics to the European
nation, Chairman of the CII
Committee on EXIM Sanjay
Budhia has said.

He, however, said that it is
too early to see the impact of
the economic recession in
Germany on India's exports.

Germany, the world's
fourth-largest economy, is fac-
ing recession as its GDP fell
0.3 per cent in the first quar-
ter of 2023, following a decline
of 0.5 per cent in the fourth
quarter of the last year.

"In 2022, 4.4 per cent of
India's total exports were to
Germany, concentrated main-
ly in sectors like organic
chemicals, machinery, elec-
tronics, apparel, footwear, arti-
cles of iron and steel and
leather goods.

"Even though it's too early
to see the impact of Germany's
recession on India's exports,
the sectors mentioned above
will likely be the ones most
affected,” he told PTL

He said the entire European

Union is dealing with the ris-
ing energy prices that have led
to recession in Germany for
two consecutive quarters.
"With its largest economy
entering into a recession, the
EU as a whole is bound to feel
contractionary pressures as
well. Around 14 per cent of
India's total exports is to the
EU, with Germany being the
top destination of Indian
exports, followed by
Netherlands, Belgium, Italy,
and France," he added.
Citing a report, he said the

He said

the entire

European Union is

dealing

with the

rising energy prices
that have led to
recession in
Germany for two
consecutive
quarters

think-tank Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI)
has estimated that the reces-
sion will impact India's
exports of value USD 2 billion,
including products like smart-
phones, apparel, footwear and
leather goods.

On investments from
Germany, he said that a reces-
sion in the European nation
might have an impact on its
investments in India.
However, it is likely that
German companies may seek
cheaper alternatives during

recessionary conditions.

"This can lead to minimal
effects on German invest-
ments in India," Budhia
added.

Looking at India's FDI from
2000 to 2022, Germany ranks
9th in the total FDI inflow, and
it has cumulatively invested
over USD 13.6 billion in areas
like transportation, electrical
equipment, metallurgical
industries, services sector (par-
ticularly insurance), chemi-
cals, construction activity,
trading and automobiles.

Bank of Maharashtra top performer
in NPA management during FY23

PNS B NEW DELHI

Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) has
emerged as the best bank as far as man-
agement of bad loans is concerned with
its net non-performing assets (NPAs)
falling as low as 0.25 per cent during the
financial year ended March 2023.

This is the lowest ratio among all

banks having total business above Rs 3
lakh crore and not just public sector
banks (PSBs), according to published

yearly numbers of banks.

The Pune-based state-owned lender
was followed by HDFC Bank with net
NPA falling to 0.27 per cent and Kotak
Mahindra Bank clinching the third spot
with 0.37 per cent of net advances.

On the PSB side, BoM was followed
by the country's biggest lender State
Bank of India (SBI) with net NPAs falling
to 0.67 per cent and Bank of Baroda at
0.89 per cent at the end of March 2023.

BoM has provided almost complete-
ly for the NPAs and has the highest
Provision Coverage Ratio at 98.28 per
cent followed by UCO Bank at 94.50 per

March 31,

cent and Indian Bank at 93.82 per cent.

With regard to Capital Adequacy
Ratio, BoM has the highest CAR of 18.14
per cent among PSBs followed by Punjab
& Sind Bank at 17.10 per cent and
Canara Bank at 16.68 per cent as on

2023.

In terms of loan growth, BoM retained

the top spot among the scheduled com-

mercial banks by recording a 29.49 per
cent increase on an annual basis, as per
the published data of banks.

Indian Overseas Bank stood at second
spot with a rise of 21.28 per cent followed
by Indusind Bank 21 per cent. The coun-
try's largest lender State Bank of India
has shown 15.38 per cent rise in loans
during FY'23.

384 infra projects
showed cost
overruns of

Rs 4.66 lakh cr

PNS B NEW DELHI

As many as 384 infrastructure
projects, each entailing an invest-
ment of Rs 150 crore or more,
have been hit by cost overruns
of more than Rs 4.66 lakh crore
in January-March quarter, as per
an official report.

According to the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation, which moni-
tors infrastructure projects worth
Rs 150 crore and above, out of
1,566 projects, 384 reported
cost overruns and as many as
931 projects were delayed.

"Out of 1,566 projects, 384
projects were having the cost
overruns of Rs 4,66,874.46 crore
which is 21.59 per cent of their
sanctioned cost," a quarterly
report for January-March 2023
prepared by the ministry.

However, it stated that with
regard to the latest approved cost,
285 projects had reported cost
overruns of Rs 1,97,069.19 crore.

Further, it is noted that 259
projects are having both time
and cost overruns.

The anticipated completion
cost of these 1,566 projects is
reported to be Rs 26,29,193.77
crore.

The total expenditure as on
31st March 2023 was Rs
14,71,873.93 crore which works
out to 55.98 per cent of the total
anticipated completion cost and
68.06 per cent of the original
cost.

For these 1,566 projects, a total
outlay of Rs 2,81,251.99 crore has
been allocated for 2022-23.

The Quarterly Project
Implementation Status Report
(QPISR) on Central Sector
Projects (costing Rs 150 crore
and above) for the 4th quarter
of 2022-23 (January-March
2023), contains detailed infor-
mation on 1,566 projects cover-
ing 443 mega projects (each cost-
ing Rs 1,000 crore and above)
and 1,123 major projects (each
costing Rs 150 crore and above
but below Rs 1,000 crore).

WEF president pitches
for ‘win-win thinking’

PNS B NEW DELHI

Calling for "win-win thinking"
amid increased polarisation
and fragmentation globally,
World Economic Forum
(WEEF) President Borge Brende
has said that hopefully, India's
G20 Presidency will help get
leaders to discuss collaborating
on fighting climate change
and rules around new tech-
nologies.

WEF, headquartered in
Geneva, is an international
organisation for public-pri-
vate cooperation and has col-
laborations with India.

In an interview in the
national capital, Brende sound-
ed "cautiously optimistic"
about finding and developing
a floor when it comes to an
agreement between the big
countries and the world on
traffic rules and collabora-
tion.

"We will have some derisk-
ing, friend shoring, and
nearshoring not just in time
but also when it comes to glob-
al value chains. I hope that 90
per cent of the trade we have
today will also continue in the
future," he said.

India is holding the G20
Presidency this year and also
at a time when geopolitical ten-

sions, including the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, and eco-
nomic uncertainties are on
the rise.

To a query on India's role,
especially with the G20
Presidency, on the geopolitical
front, Brende said there will be
anew order with multiple dri-
vers and a multi-polar world.

"We are between orders. We
had an order after the Cold
War and there will be a new
order with multiple drivers
and a multi-polar world. It will
not be just Beijing and
Washington... hopefully, it will
be an order where cooperation
is at the core of it, win-win
thinking, trade, also using
comparative advantages that
will again lead to exceptional
and inclusive growth in the

years to come.

"What we are seeing today is
increased  polarisation,
increased fragmentation and
this is an area where hopeful-
ly the G20 presidency of India
gets leaders to sit down and
agree on the areas to disagree
but also the areas where we
have to collaborate on fighting
climate change, creating rules
around new technologies," he
noted.

G20 economies account for
more than 80 per cent of the
global GDP and about 75 per
cent of the world trade.

Mentioning Artificial
Intelligence (AI), Brende
pointed out that while it rep-
resents huge opportunities,
there are some dangerous areas
as well.

Biden, GOP reach tentat
avoid default

raise debt ceiling,
PNS B WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden and House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy
reached an "agreement in
principle” to raise the nation's
legal debt ceiling late Saturday
as they raced to strike a deal
to limit federal spending and
avert a potentially disastrous
US default.

However, the agreement
risks  angering  both
Democratic and Republican
sides with the concessions
made to reach it. Negotiators
agreed to some Republican
demands for increased work
requirements for recipients of
food stamps that had sparked
an uproar from House

ive deal to

Democrats as a nonstarter.

Support from both parties
will be needed to win congres-
sional approval next week
before a June 5 deadline.

The Democratic president
and Republican speaker
reached the agreement after
the two spoke earlier Saturday
evening by phone, said
McCarthy.

India sees 31% surge in malware
attacks in 2022: SonicWall report

PNS B NEW DELHI

India experienced a 31 per cent
surge in malware attacks in
2022, which should prompt
companies to intensify their
efforts in safeguarding them-
selves against cyberattacks, said
a SonicWall report.

The report also highlighted
a 10 per cent increase in "intru-
sion attempts” and a staggering
53 per cent rise in "ransomware
attacks" compared to the pre-
vious year.

Furthermore, the '2023
SonicWall Cyber Threat
Report' revealed a noteworthy

surge of 116 per cent in "cryp-
to-jacking attacks" and an 84
per cent increase in "loT
attacks".

SonicWall is a cybersecuri-
ty solutions provider based in
the United States.

According to Debasish
Mukherjee, Vice President --
APJ at SonicWall, although
malware attacks have decreased
in other regions, they remain
alarmingly high in India.

He said that in countries like
India, threat actors are expand-
ing their scope of attack,
employing different methods
and targeting various areas.

Negotiations on supply chain
pact under IPEF almost over

PNS B NEW DELHI

Members of the 14-nation
bloc IPEF have 'substantial-
ly' concluded the negotia-
tions on the supply chains
agreement, including
improving logistics and con-
nectivity; promoting invest-
ments in critical sectors and
cooperation for mitigation of
disruptions to ensure busi-
ness continuity, the com-
merce ministry said on
Sunday.

The IPEF was launched
jointly by the US and other
partner countries of the
Indo-Pacific region on May

23 in Tokyo. The framework
is structured around four
pillars relating to trade, sup-
ply chains, clean economy
and fair economy (issues like
tax and anti-corruption).
India has joined all the pil-
lars except the trade one.
The talks on supply chains,
clean economy and fair econ-
omy were held on May 27 in
Detroit, US. Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal virtually participated
in the ministerial meeting.

Five candidates to be interviewed
for RBI deputy governor’s post

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Cabinet Secretary-headed
panel is scheduled to interview
shortlisted candidates on June
1 for the post of RBI deputy
governor, which falls vacant on
June 21 after M K Jain com-
pletes his extended tenure.

This vacancy for the RBI
deputy governor's post has
been reserved for a commer-
cial banker.

According to sources, five
candidates have been shortlist-
ed, including a non-executive
chairman of a public sector
bank.

The Financial Sector
Regulatory Appointment
Search Committee (FSRASC)
headed by Cabinet Secretary
would interview candidates in
Delhi, the sources said.

The selected name from the
interview will be sent to the
Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet, headed by the
Prime Minister, for final
approval.

Besides the Cabinet
Secretary, other members of
FSRASC include the RBI gov-
ernor, the financial services
secretary and two independent
members.

ONGC puts a
date to start
of KG gas

PNS B NEW DELHI

India's top oil and gas produc-
er ONGC has finally put a
date for the much-awaited
start of production from its
KG basin gas field as it sought
USD 12 price for the fuel it
plans to deliver from June 15.

Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) will
produce 0.4 million standard
cubic metres per day - a frac-
tion of the planned output
from the block that sits next
to Reliance Industries' prolif-
ic KG-D6 area in the Bay of
Bengal, from June 15 and
will ramp it up to 1.4
mmscmd by February 5, 2024,
according to tender docu-
ment the firm floated, seeking
bids for gas sales.

ONGC's director for pro-
duction Pankaj Kumar had in
March told PTT that the firm
will start production of oil
from KG-DWN-98/2 or KG-
D5 block in the Krishna
Godavari basin by May or June
this year. A small amount of
gas will also flow with the oil
that comes out of the reservoir
lying several hundred metres
below the seabed.

UPI to account for 90% of retail digital payments by 2026-27

PNS B NEW DELHI

Growing at a steady pace, UPI
transactions are likely to reach
1 billion per day by 2026-27,
accounting for 90 per cent of
the retail digital payments in
the country, said a PwC India
report.

Unified Payments Interface
(UPI), which is driving the dig-
ital payments revolution,
accounted for about 75 per cent
of the total transaction volume
in the retail segment during
2022-23, said the PwC report
titled "The Indian Payments
Handbook 2022-27".

UPT is projected to account
for 90 per cent of the total
transaction volume in retail
digital payments over the next
five years, the report said.

The Indian digital payments
market saw steady growth at a
CAGR of 50 per cent (volume-
wise) and is expected to reach
411 billion transactions in FY
2026-27 from 103 billion in FY
2022-23, the report said.

"It is estimated that UPI will
record 1 billion transactions
per day by FY2026 2027, going
from 83.71 billion transactions
in 2022-23 to 379 billion trans-
actions by 2026-27," it added.

It further said the credit
card segment continues to
grow at a healthy rate, as card
(both debit and credit) pay-

ment is one of the most used
instruments for retail digital
payments after UPIL The vol-
ume of transactions in credit

cards is expected to surpass
debit cards by FY 2024 2025.

While credit card issuance is
expected to grow at a healthy
CAGR of 21 per cent in the
next five years, debit card
issuance is expected to have a
stagnant growth with a CAGR
of 3 per cent in the same peri-
od, the report said.

"The decline in debit card
usage is because the major use
case of debit card transactions
is cash withdrawal, which can
now be replaced by an easier
way of withdrawing cash using
UPL," it added.

Mihir Gandhi, Partner and

Payments Transformation
Leader, PwC India, said that in
the next five years, the pay-
ments industry is expected to
focus on ecosystem expansion
and new use cases for existing
payment platforms.

"Areas like embedded and
ecosystem finance, digital lend-
ing based on payment transac-
tions and offline payments will
drive the next phase of growth
for the payments industry. In
the ever-evolving Indian pay-
ments landscape, innovation
and inclusion are paving the
way for a seamless digital econ-
omy," Gandhi said.

Global trends, macroeconomic
data to drive equity markets

PNS B NEW DELHI

Stock markets would be
largely driven by macroeco-
nomic data, auto sales
numbers, FII inflows and
global trends this week,
analysts said.

The US debt ceiling
negotiations and institu-
tional flows will also be
watched by investors.

"This week, market par-
ticipants will closely mon-
itor institutional flows, as
there is a historical obser-

vation that when both FIIs
and DIIs become net buy-
ers simultaneously, there
is a likelihood of some
profit-booking in the mar-
ket," said Santosh Meena,
Head of Research, Swastika
Investmart Ltd.

On the global front, the
US debt ceiling issue holds
significant importance,
alongside US macroeco-
nomic indicators, move-
ment of the US bond yields,
the dollar index and crude
oil prices, Meena added.
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what's brewing:

Babil Khan shines on
the lIFA Stage, wins
Best Debut Actor
Male 2023 for Qala

studded evening filled with

glitz, glamour, and remark-
able talent. Among the rising
stars who owned the stage
was Babil Khan, who left an
indelible mark with his stellar
performance in the movie
Qala. Babil’s portrayal of Jagan
in the film garnered him the
prestigious award for Best
Debut Actor Male 2023 at
IIFA.

Qala, directed by Anvitaa
Dutt, Babil showcased his act-

IIFA 2023 witnessed a star-

ing prowess and touched the
hearts of audiences worldwide.

Expressing his gratitude,
Babil says, “You debut only
once and to be acknowledged
for that is absolutely motivat-
ing. I will strive harder and
wish harder, I am banking on
everyone's love and blessing
now to win the best actor for
ITFA in the future”

Having just finished shoot-
ing a film, Babil will next be
seen in The Railway Men a web
show by YRE

\ayur Chutani enjoys
working with Sapna
Chaudhary in Shakki Balma

news rounds at Cannes Film

Festival is back in India and has
resumed the shoot of her wonderful
Hindi and Haryanvi song.

Actor Mayur Chutani who has pre-
viously been featured in multiple
Punjabi and Hindi songs such as
Chunni Lot by Nimrat Khaira, Gal
Karke by Inder Chahal, Mud Mud K
Dekho by Shivi Music on Zee Music
Label, have been fabulously big hits.
Mayur is delighted with the way he per-
formed the song.

Talking about working with Sapna
Chaudhary Mayur Chutani says, “Sapna
Chaudhary is a dream to work with. She
is extremely humble and grounded I

Sapna Chaudhary who just made the

immediately felt in awe of her working
ethics and behaviour”

The song is a romantic comedy and
was shot in a day without any prior
rehearsals. The actors came on sets and
learnt the moves on the sets. It was shot
in Khanna, Punjab. The whole cast and
crew had a lot of fun on the sets and
are very excited for the song to come
out.

Sapna Chaudhary says, “We are
excited about the song and it was great
working with Mayur, he is very spon-
taneous and professional.”

Mayur adds, “I am so excited as I
can’t wait for the song to come out and
I can’t wait to work with Sapna
Chaudhary again”

only sign up for one Marvel movie at
a time.

Elizabeth Olsen has warned actors to

The 34-year-old WandaVision star advised
others in her profession to choose their pro-
jects carefully and not give up creative con-
trol, reports Female First UK.

Speaking on the Happy Sad Confused pod-
cast with Josh Horowitz, she said: “That way
you have more control. Let’s say you're like,
“‘Oh my God, this was the most fun I've ever
had and I love this character so much. I want
to do it again’ You now have more cre-
ative controls for the next one”

As per Female First UK, since 2014,
Elizabeth has played Wanda
Maximoff/Scarlet Witch in pro-
jects for the Marvel Cinematic
Universe, including two Captain
America films, three Avengers
movies, Doctor Strange in the
Multiverse of Madness and the
TV series Wanda Vision. And,
she insisted she won't be sign-
ing up for any more long-run-
ning franchises.

She said: “It’s almost like I see
my past and I see a road over
here and a road over here, and
Ive been travelling down this
road, and now I'm trying to like,
make a left-hand turn a bit a steer
back a little bit. I do think that when
I started having job opportunities
where it wasn't me just like auditioning
for literally everything and anything - I also
kind of enjoy doing that - I didn't really

understand how to say no to projects or how

Elizabeth Olsen warns future Marvel
actors about franchise deals

to decipher whether or not I should do
something or not (sic)”

“I didn't really have a philosophy or a plan,
and I still don't really have a plan, but more
of a philosophy I guess. And that’s nice to
know and that’s nice to have and that’s good
information when looking through projects
with that kind of lens and knowledge now;
she added.
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\Mark Hamill does not expect
returning to Star Wars

ark Hamill has no expectations about ~ viously admitted that he often went months
Mreturning to Star Wars. Although the  without speaking to Carrie Fisher after “big
71-year-old actor’s alter-ego Luke arguments”
Skywalker died in Rian Johnson’s 2017 movie The actor opened up about his “tumultuous
Star Wars: The Last Jedi, he appeared as a Force

relationship” with his Star Wars co-star - who
ghost in J.J. Abrams’ 2019 movie Star Wars: The  died in 2016 at the age of 60 - revealing they
Rise of Skywalker.

were often loving and supporting but they also
However, Mark doesn't expect to appear in

had explosive rows which led to long periods
any upcoming sequels, reports Female First UK. of silence between the pair

He told The Hollywood Reporter, “I don’t
have any expectations of :
that happening. And, he
admitted he was emo-
tional during the scene in
The Last Jedi where Luke
and R2 watched his Jedi
temple burn”

He said: “Well, the
whole thing was emo-
tional, because when I
read [Episode] VIII, I
knew it was over. So I
was relishing every
moment, but also saying
goodbye to all those peo-
ple that I had associated
with over the years. So I
still miss them.”

As per Female First
UK, Mark's comments
come after Lucasfilm
president Kathleen
Kennedy  recently

revealed that three new
movies are in the works.
Meanwhile, Mark pre-
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Bappi Lahirt’s Jimmy Jimmy reimagined
with Aoora’s K-Pop fusion

TEJAL SINHA

K-Pop, and BTS thanks to the rise in OTT consump-

tion during the pandemic. K-pop is still a huge phe-
nomenon in India. K-pop culture has been expanding in
India, which is not surprising. With this, we've got the first-
ever musical fusion of K-pop, and one of India’s best-
known song Jimmy Jimmy from Disco Dancer. You read
that correctly! The iconic song just received a K-pop
makeover from India’s oldest music label, Saregama. In
order to make a K-pop rendition of Jimmy Jimmy, a song
by Bappi Lahiri that has become a cult classic, K-pop sen-
sation Aoora collaborated with Saregama, the oldest music
label in India. Having a conversation with Aoora and hear-
ing him talk about his love for Indian music
and what attracted him the most to cre-
ating Jimmy Jimmy in the K-pop ver-
sion made us happy.

Disco Dancer, starring
Mithun Da, is remembered as
one of the best “classics”
thus far because of the ado-
ration it earned both
immediately after its
release and even today for
all the apparent reasons. In
fact, the combination of

People have become more familiar with K-Dramas,

While in conversation with the sensation, we
noticed that he’s always had a deep admiration
for Indian music. His post on Instagram
evinces his love for Indian music. His
posts have often featured an amalgama-
tion of Indian music. Going further, he
expressed his deep love for Indian
music. The music sensation added,
“I love Indian music, especially the
energy and grandeur of Bollywood
songs. When I heard the Cham
Cham song for the first time, I was

ating good music and giving my absolute best to the pro-
ject. My dedication and passion were my driving forces
throughout the process.”

Aoora was given the opportunity for this remarkable
collaboration through music label Saregama after he
expressed his desire to create a K-pop version of this
song to a friend in India via an online meeting.
Saregama was enthusiastic about the idea and
wanted to experiment, and that’s how this one-
of-a-kind version came about.

Energy-wise, he feels both K-pop music
and Indian music possess striking sim-

so attracted to it and compelled to
explore more Indian content. Since
then, I have been completely in love

Mithun da and Bappi da is
still praised for being time-
less. Not just for the Indians,

ilarities. In terms of difference, he felt,

“K-pop songs are an overall visual and
musical experience where people

but Jimmy Jimmy happens to
be one of the Love Back

singers’ favourites. Isn’t it some-
thing to be truly proud of then?

K-pop has become the magic
wand that has swept the Indian youth off
their feet. Aoora, who was really thrilled to sing
his first-ever Hindi song, has been amazed and humbled
by all the love that he’s received from India. “It makes me
want to explore more about India and create more pro-
jects that unite both Indian and Korean people. The
immense love I have been shown is a constant motivation
for me to connect our cultures through my work,” he
shared.

According to him, his journey has been an interesting
one, and with all the ups and downs that he’s had in his
journey, he believes in doing the best. He explained, “T take
success and failure in the same way. Everything is new for
me. I try to do better than yesterday, and I try to do things
I believe in and love. That is why today I stand grateful
for the abundant love and support I have received.”

A look at the tangled
web of power

PNS| HYDERABAD made a film like that. Just like its tagline,
“ata chalach bighadvaychi aahe,” the film
is a great watch. It explores politics, strug-
gles, and how people get entangled in the
web of relations and ambition.” The direc-
tor had once told me that while he was
studying at a university, his professor had
narrated a story from the Ulka series in
Assam where a criminal was made to sur-
render. The police weren't letting him sur-
render without weapons. That’s where the
seed of Ghar Banduk Biryani
germinated.
So the producer takes
this anecdote ahead: “I
had never done an action
film before, so yes, that
was a good learning
experience for me.
Choreographer Ganesh
Acharya has choreo-
graphed two songs; I
learned so much from

arathi film Ghar Banduk Biryani
Mis now streaming online. Produced

by national-award-winning direc-
tor Nagaraj Manjule, it is a part of the story
that showcases how the three protagonists’
paths cross, which is what takes the story
of Ghar Banduk Biryani ahead.

With some exclusive bytes that we have
from the producer, who is also acting in the
web movie, promises a must-watch
action-drama film with some great per-
formances by an ensemble cast.

“Akash is a part of this film, which
makes it interesting, and Hemant
Awtade’s vivid story-telling is the
USP. I feel more people should
come forward in the Marathi indus-
try and showcase their wonderful
work. The music and background
score are attractive. Sayaji Shinde has
rocked it, and so has Akash”

The approach of Ghar Banduk
Biryani is so unique and fascinat-
ing, as never before has the
subject of oppression, sup-
pression, and love been
dealt with in black
comedy, action, or
drama, as per the
producer.

He continued,
“Every filmmaker
likes to compli-
ment his or her
film. Having said
that, I don’t think
I could have
devised the script
for Ghar Banduk
Biryani. It would-
n't occur to me,
and that’s my
strength.  For
example, I watched
Vaalvi, and I thought,
damn! I could have

with the magic of Indian music”
Recreating a cult classic is not a cake-
walk. There’s a lot that goes into creating
and making a particular song a ‘classic’ But
if we look at the K-pop version, it has turned
out to be a hit. This version has, in fact, set a record
by gaining over 1.1 million views in just 3 days and has
been a buzz for all the right reasons. But we did wonder
if he had felt any sort of challenge or pressure while cre-
ating this song. Speaking of it, he said, “It was a fun and
amazing experience to sing this iconic song. I am
immensely grateful for this opportunity. While perform-
ing such an iconic song, I did not encounter any signifi-
cant challenges. Rather, it was a more fun and enjoyable
journey where I was able to put my idea of blending the
two different musical genres together. I cherished the
opportunity to infuse my own ideas into this iconic piece””
Making history, in fact, by becoming the first time ever
that a Korean singer is singing in Hindi, and that too an
iconoclastic Bollywood song, he gleefully shared, “I did
not feel any sort of pressure. I was only focused on cre-

industry”

As we come to the end of the conversation,
Aoora shares that he holds great admiration
for Indian rapper King. “His musical prowess
and artistry have left a lasting impact on me,
and I find immense inspiration in his work,
signed off the artist on a brighter note.

work very hard in crafting stylish
images and a captivating visual feel.
On the other hand, Indian music
also has a grand scale with a slight-
ly different visual treatment.”

An interesting revelation: In the
forthcoming months, they've got
plans to release nine more songs in
the captivating K-pop style.
Furthermore, he also expressed, “I
have a deep appreciation for Telugu
and Tamil songs, and if given the
chance, I would gladly explore oppor-
tunities within the South Indian music

With his recently released K-Pop version of Bappi Lahiri’s Jimmy
Jimmy, K-pop singer, rapper, and music producer Aoora — known for
his successful solo career — is on an astonishing musical journey to
combine Indian and Korean music. The K-pop sensation talks
exclusively to The Pioneer about creating the first-of-its-kind
version of the cult classic, his love for Indian music, and more.

Out-of-hours communication bans for your
employees’ productivity and wellbeing

SHIKHA DUGGAL

that promote well-being, but in an

exclusive interview with us, we
did find an HR professional who has a
dedicated well-being strategy.

Gaurav Sharma, CHRO, BalanceHero
India, and True Credits believe inhu-
mane hours, inadequate rest, and inad-
equate pay are affecting all areas of
employee health. He explains how a lack
of care for employees well-being is
affecting them on a personal level. He
begins, “First, we need to understand
that employee well-being and produc-
tivity are intertwined. We cannot expect
productivity from employees who do not
have the right mindset, health, or envi-
ronment to perform. However, it’s cru-
cial to recognise that employee well-
being is not just the right thing to do,
but it can also lead to long-term bene-
fits for the organisation. Employees who
are healthy, happy, and engaged are more
productive, creative, and committed to
their work. In the long run, prioritising
employee well-being can lead to
increased productivity, higher profits,
and a better reputation for the organi-
sation”

Clearly, this topic is becoming the fun-
damental block for all organisations
these days, hence the discussions on it.
He continued, “Creating a culture of
employee well-being is essential for
promoting a healthy and productive

workplace. Leadership commitment
is the foundation for creating a cul-
ture of employee well-being.

Leaders must prioritise the well-

being of their employees and model
healthy behaviours. Employees
should be involved in creating a cul-
ture of well-being. This can include
soliciting feedback, encouraging partic-
ipation in well-being initiatives, and
empowering employees to make deci-
sions that affect their well-being”

A culture of employee well-being
should include comprehensive well-
being programmes that address physi-
cal, mental, and emotional health. These
programmes can include wellness chal-
lenges, mental health resources, and
healthy eating initiatives. Employers

There are hardly any companies

should offer flexible work arrange-
ments, such as telecommuting or flex-
ible hours, to enhance productivity. Also,
“An environment that supports employ-
ee well-being is essential for creating a
culture of well-being. Communication
is key to creating a culture of employee
well-being. Employers should regular-
ly communicate about well-being initia-
tives, solicit feedback, and make sure
employees are aware of available
resources. Employers should
recognise and reward

employees who prioritise
their well-being. This
can include rewards

for participating in
wellness chal-
lenges or taking
advantage of
mental health
resources. By
implementing

these compo-
nents, employers

can create a culture

of employee well-
being that promotes a
healthy and productive
workplace”

He further makes us believe why it is
so important for us to take care of the
employees for a better future in regards
to mental health, like, for instance,
“Mental health is a critical component
of overall employee well-being. When
employees are struggling with mental
health issues, it can impact their produc-
tivity, engagement, and overall job sat-
isfaction. Mental health issues can also
lead to increased absenteeism, reduced
productivity, and increased healthcare
costs. By prioritising mental health in the
workplace, employers can reduce these
costs and improve the bottom line”

Employers have a legal obligation to
provide a safe and healthy workplace for
their employees. Employees are more
likely to stay with an employer who pri-
oritises their well-being, including their
mental health. Prioritising mental health
can help employers attract and retain top
talent! “By prioritising mental health,
employers can demonstrate their com-
mitment to social responsibility and con-
tribute to a healthier, more productive
workforce. Prioritising mental health in

the workplace can also help reduce the
stigma associated with mental health
issues. This can create a more support-
ive and inclusive workplace culture
that promotes employee well-being.
Having said that, it is important to
understand that when we speak about
work-life balance, we are not compro-
mising on productivity. Wellbeing
should never be confused with replac-
ing performance standards with produc-
tivity, but what it implies is that
without compromising on
productivity, we must
ensure that employees
are able to create a
healthy balance
between profes-
sional and per-
sonal lives”
Technology
has also enabled
more flexible
work arrange-
ments, such as
telecommuting and
remote work. While
these arrangements can
be beneficial for both
employees and employers, they
can also blur the boundaries between
work and personal life, as employees
may find themselves working outside of
traditional work hours. In actuality, “the
increased accessibility and flexibility of
technology can also lead to an increase
in workload. Employees may feel pres-
sured to be available and responsive at
all times, leading to longer work hours
and less time for personal pursuits. The
use of social media for work-related pur-
poses can also blur the boundaries
between work and personal life.
Employees may feel pressured to main-
tain a professional online presence and
engage in work-related activities on
social media outside of traditional work
hours. The blurring of boundaries
between work and personal life can lead
to burnout and other negative health
outcomes. Employees who feel that
they are always “on” may experience
stress, anxiety, and other mental health
issues!
Remote work has become increasing-
ly popular in recent years, and while it
offers many benefits, it can also present

challenges when it comes to maintain-
ing a healthy lifestyle. Remote work
often means sitting in front of a com-
puter for long periods, which can lead
to a sedentary lifestyle. To combat this,
set reminders to take breaks and stretch,
go for a walk during lunch breaks, or
invest in a standing desk. When work-
ing from home, it can be easy to fall into
irregular eating habits or snack more fre-
quently. Plan healthy meals ahead of
time and stick to regular meal times to
maintain a healthy eating routine.
Remote work can be isolating, which can
lead to feelings of loneliness and depres-
sion. Make an effort to connect with col-
leagues and friends regularly, even if it’s
just for a virtual coffee or lunch. Without
the structure of a regular office sched-
ule, it can be challenging to maintain a
routine. Remote work can also present
distractions, such as household chores
or family members. Create a designat-
ed workspace that is free from distrac-
tions, and consider using noise-can-
celling headphones to minimise distrac-
tions. Remember, taking care of your
physical and mental health is essential
for long-term success and productivity,
whether you are working from home or
in the office.

Employee well-being is often over-
shadowed by the pursuit of productiv-
ity and profit for several reasons:

Short-term thinking: Many organi-
sations prioritise short-term gains over
long-term sustainability. This short-
term thinking can lead to a focus on
short-term productivity and profits
rather than long-term employee well-
being.

Pressure to perform: In many indus-
tries, there is constant pressure to per-
form and meet targets. This pressure can
lead to a focus on productivity and prof-
it at the expense of employee well-being.

Lack of awareness: Some organisa-
tions may not be aware of the impor-
tance of employee well-being or the neg-
ative impact that a focus on productiv-
ity and profit can have on employee well-
being.

Cost concerns: Some organisations
may view employee well-being initiatives
as an unnecessary cost. This can lead to
a lack of investment in employee well-
being programmes and resources.
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he toss for the Indian

Premier League final
between Gujarat Titans and
Chennai Super Kings was
delayed due to heavy down-
pour here on Sunday

It began drizzling just
about half an hour before the

MONDAY | MAY 29, 2023

toss time and the ground staff
was quick to cover the centre
with two separate layers of
sheets, along with covering the
areas of run-ups for fast
bowlers.

But the intensity of down-
pour picked up heavily, along
with thunder and lightning
soon, and the fans who had

filled up the stands in large
numbers, were forced to look
for cover and retreat into the
stands.

Huge puddles of water
were also seen adjacent to the
centre strip which remained
uncovered.

The match could be
pushed to a reserve day — the

next day that is — if even a
five-over game is not possible
by the cut-off time of 12:06
AM local time. The cut-off
time for start of Super Over is
12:56 AM.

Additionally, no overs
would be lost if the game
starts by 9:40PM local time.

As per the rules, if the IPL

final is affected by rains or
washed out on the day of the
match, the game can be played
on the next day which is
treated as a reserve day.

But if the reserved day is
also affected by weather con-
ditions or is washed out, the
team which ends at the first
position after the league

round, wins the title.

The defending champi-
ons Gujarat Titans had topped
the points table after the 70-
match league round, finishing
as the only team to have won
10 out of 14 matches and 20
points. Chennai Super Kings
had finished second with 17
points.

Rayudu announces

retirement from IPL

PTI @ AHMEDABAD

Former India ODI special-
ist and Chennai Super
Kings regular Ambati Rayudu
on Sunday announced that the
IPL final against Gujarat
Titans here will be his last
game in cash-rich league.

Rayudu, who had retired
from international cricket after
being overlooked for the 2019
World Cup in England, had a
couple of years back
announced his retirement
from domestic cricket only to
retract his decision later.

However, in a tweet on
Sunday, the 38-year-old
Hyderabadi said that there
won't be any U-turn this time
around after scoring 139 runs
in 15 games.

"2 great teams mi nd csk,
204 matches, 14 seasons, 11
playoffs, 8 finals, 5 trophies.
Hopefully 6th tonight. It's
been quite a journey. I have
decided that tonight's final is

going to be my last game in the
Ipl. I truly hav enjoyed playing
this great tournament. Thank
u all. No u turn," Rayudu
tweeted.

In 55 ODIs for India,
Rayudu scored 1694 runs with
three hundreds and 10 fifties
at an average of 47-plus.

It was in T20 cricket,
however, where he made a big
name having been a vital cog
in the CSK set-up for close to
a decade.

Before Sunday's final, he
has played 203 IPL games,
scoring 4329 runs at a strike-
rate of 127 with 22 half-cen-
turies and a single century.
The 602 runs in the 2018
season for CSK was his best
effort.

However, it is understood
that once he retires from
Indians domestic scene,
Rayudu is free to ply his trade
in various franchise leagues as
well as veterans' T20 tourna-
ments.

| didn't expect this would happen but Gopi
Sir kept pushing me: Prannoy after win

PTI W KUALA LUMPUR

Sleep-deprived Indian shut-
tler HS Prannoy had almost
given up on winning his next
title and breaking a six-year
long drought before chief
national coach Pullela
Gopichand instilled in him
the belief that he remains a
force to reckon with.

"I think there are too many
emotions. The last six years
have been too much of a roller-
coaster. I didn't expect that it
will happen after six years to be
honest. I mean if you would
have asked me in 2017 I don't
think I would have told you
that I will win in 2023. So lots
of mixed emotions," Prannoy
said after the title triumph.

"Thanks to all the coaches,
support staff and Gopi sir
(chief national coach Pullela
Gopichand). He kept telling
me that it will happen one day
and I should keep believing,"
he added.

The 30-year-old Prannoy,
who is ranked ninth in the
world and India's best at the
moment, also thanked his for-
mer teammate RMV Gurusai
Dutt, who turned to coaching
after retiring in June last year,
for helping him out in his hour
of need.

"Thanks to Guru, last four
months we have worked real-
ly hard and the results finally
came out."

The BWF World Tour is
divided into six levels, name-
ly World Tour Finals, four
Super 1000, six Super 750,
seven Super 500, and 11 Super
300 in order. One other cate-
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gory of tournament, the BWF
Tour Super 100 level, also
offers ranking points.

The Super 500 is a Grade
2 (level 4) event in the BWF
tournament ranking system.

He said he has not slept
well in the last three days.

"I haven't been sleeping
well for last three days, my
team was a bit worried that I
am not sleeping. There was so
much emotion, you are excit-

ed to come out and play in
front of this beautiful crowd."

Prannoy was instrumental
in India's epic Thomas Cup
victory last year but an individ-
ual title has eluded him since
the 2017 US Open Grand Prix
Gold.

This week however,
Prannoy gave ample display of
his fortitude as he outfoxed his
opponents -- world number
five Chou Tien Chen, All

England champion Li Shi Feng
and Japan's Kenta Nishimoto -
- in three games on way to the
title clash.

"The draw was really tough
for me, I had tough matches. I
had to really dig deep in the
four matches. It all went to the
wire. It shows how much I was
patient and my fitness was also
decent.

"To beat such players is not
easy. The conditions were slow
and I had to hang in there and
I did that.

"The first thing is to keep
aside the competition within
ourselves, the competition is
with myself. I think it is real-
ly important for me to be con-
sistent whatever I do and
results will follow."

Prannoy has battled a
series of injuries and health
issues before turning his career
around in the back end of
2021.

"I need to be smart enough
which tournaments to play
and which to back out and
train in between the tourna-
ments, these are the key points
because the number of tourna-
ments are really really high and
we have to be smart.

"It (the triumph) gives a lot
of insights. When you dig
deep and win such matches,
that helps you find a lot of hid-
den gems, you will be discov-
ering those after a long time
and realise that you can do
that.

"That's what happened in
Malaysia, I could discover a lot
of things and it will give me
confidence to train and be
ready for next few events."

Hard to see past Kohli: Hussey on
India’s key players for WTC final

PTI @ NEW DELHI

ichael Hussey feels it is

"hard to see past Virat
Kohli" if India are to win the
World Test Championship final
against Australia at the Oval in
London from June 7.

Besides Kohli, skipper Rohit
Sharma will be key to India's
chances in the WTC final, the
former Australia batter said.

"It's hard to see past Virat
Kohli. He (Kohli) is obviously
coming back into some great
form again in all forms of the
game really, so both he and

Asia Cup: BCCI unlikely
to support hybrid model

PTI W NEW DELHI

The BCCI will not support
Najam Sethi's proposed
hybrid model of hosting the Asia
Cup wherein four preliminary
round and two super four games
will be held in Pakistan with
India's matches and the final tak-
ing place in a neutral country.
It is understood that the
Asian Cricket Council (ACC)
chairman Jay Shah, who is also
the secretary of the BCCI, dur-
ing an informal discussion with
some of the continental body's
members in Ahmedabad has
made the Indian board's stand
clear. For a tournament to hap-
pen at a neutral venue, the all-
powerful executive body of the
ACC needs to take the final call,
and therein lies the problem.
"Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan have already told
the PCB that they have no

issues playing their games in
Pakistan. But India is not keen
on supporting the hybrid model.
Now, the impasse hasn't been
broken and the final decision
will only be taken at ACC exec-
utive board meeting that Jay
(Shah) will have to summon," an
ACC board member said.

The ACC executive body
has 25 members -- 5 Test-play-
ing nations (India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
Afghanistan), 3 with ODI and
T20I status and 17 more with
only T20 status. The hybrid
model does have a logistical
issue. What Pakistan Cricket
Board chief Najam Sethi has told
the ACC is that having the Asia
Cup in two countries means
double mileage for broadcasters
but the BCCI feels that it will be
alogistical nightmare consider-
ing the UAE might not be the
neutral venue.

Verstappen wins Monaco GP to extend F

AP B MONACO

Formula One champion
Max Verstappen's lights-to-
flag victory win at the Monaco
Grand gave the Red Bull dri-
ver his fourth victory of the
season and extended his
championship lead on Sunday.

Spanish veteran Fernando
Alonso was a season's best sec-
ond for Aston Martin as he
collected a fifth podium in six
races, while Frenchman
Esteban Ocon secured third
place and a rare podium for
Alpine.

For most of the race,
Verstappen coasted on a dry

and narrow track where over-
taking is the hardest in FI.

But an incident-free race
in Monaco is rare and heavy
rain played havoc with about
20 of the 78 laps left. Some dri-
vers had pitted for the wrong
medium tires shortly before
the downpour and slid around.

Ferrari's Carlos Sainz Jr.
Glided sideways into the bar-
riers and was lucky not to
damage his Ferrari. Kevin
Magnussen lost control of his
Haas and Lance Stroll retired
after damaging his Aston
Martin.

Red Bull had wisely put
Verstappen on the versatile

and more suited to the wet
conditions intermediates on
Lap 56 and they carried him to
his second win in Monaco.
The first was in 2021.

Lewis Hamilton finished
fourth for Mercedes and
picked up a point for fastest
lap. His teammate George
Russell was fifth, having ear-
lier almost slammed into
Sergio Perez's Red Bull as vis-
ibility worsened. A serious
crash was somehow avoided
in a hectic few minutes before
the rain eased off.

On Saturday, Verstappen
just edged out Alonso to deny
the 41-year Spaniard his first

1 championship lead

pole for 11 years.

Perez, who won the race
last year, started from last
after a clumsy crash in quali-
fying and finished 16th.

Verstappen's 39 F1 wins
have all been with Red Bull
since his first on debut for the
team at the Spanish GP in
2016 when he became the
youngest F1 winner at 18 years
old.

He set a team record for
wins as he passed former Red
Bull driver Sebastian Vettel's
previous tally of 38 victories
for the team when he
won four straight titles from

Rohit Sharma with the bat are
going to be important for India,"
Hussey told the ICC website.

Kohli is back to his best and
recently scored back-to-back
hundreds in the IPL for Royal
Challengers Bangalore.

Kohli has reached the UK
along with Mohammad Siraj,
and the team is training at Kent
Cricket Ground ahead of the
final. India recently won the
home series against Australia but
the WTC final will be a differ-
ent ball game, reckons Hussey.

"It is going to be played in
England, so English conditions

will be different to the recent
series in India, so I think the fast
bowlers are going to be impor-
tant. "Pat Cummins (is a key for
Australia) and Josh Hazlewood
might be fit again which would
be nice for Australia.

"But India have got so many
great bowlers as well. You've got
(Mohammed) Siraj and
(Mohammed) Shami and obvi-
ously the spinners with
(Ravindra) Jadeja and
(Ravichandran) Ashwin as well.
It's a world-class attack and the
Aussies are going to have to be
at their best to beat them."

India played out a thrilling
1-1 draw against arch-
rivals Pakistan in their third
Pool A game to continue
their unbeaten run in the
men's Junior Asia Cup hock-
ey tournament in Salalah
here.

Sharda Nand Tiwari
(24th minute) gave India
the lead in the high-stake
match on late Saturday night
but it was nullified by
Basharat Ali in the 44th
minute.

The result means India,
with seven points from three
matches, stays second in
Pool A behind Pakistan
(same points) but are ahead
on goal difference.

Japan, who beat Chinese
Taipei 10-1 earlier on
Saturday, are third with six
points from three outings.

India had earlier
thrashed Chinese Taipei 18-
0 before beating Japan 3-1 in
their second match.

On Saturday night, the

Inhdia play out 1—1ﬂ
draw against Pakistan

PTI W SALALAH

Indians went on the offensive
from the word go and kept
Pakistan defence under pres-
sure with repeated forays.

However, India broke
the deadlock in the second
quarter when Sharda Nand
brilliantly converted a penal-
ty corner to give his team the
much-needed lead.

Desperate to find the
equaliser, Pakistan started
with an attacking mindset
after the change of ends and
the move paid off as Basharat
scored a field goal a minute
from the third quarter to
level the scores.

Keen to regain the
advantage, India came out all
guns blazing in the fourth
quarter, while Pakistan relied
more on counters.

However, despite both
teams coming close to scor-
ing quite a few times, neither
side was able to find the back
of the net as the match
ended in a 1-1 draw.

India will Thailand in
their last pool game on
Sunday.
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Vishwak Sen’s rugged ..

look fromVS11 pays
tribute to NTR

ishwak Sen has joined hands with
s / Sithara Entertainments and Fortune
Four Cinemas for a film that depicts the
journey of a grey man in a moral-less society.
The film has been produced by Sithara
Entertainments, looking forward to encour-
age talented filmmakers to come up with a
variety of entertainers that engage and enter-
tain every person in a family. The film is also
produced by Fortune Four Cinemas & Co-
Produced by Venkat Upputuri and Gopi
Chand Innamuri. The upcoming film tenta-
tively titled VSI1 is going to add another feath-
er to their cap, at least that’s what the makers
believe.
VS11 narrates the story of a determined and
motivated man who grows from rags to rich-

This world has no morals and doesn't care for
anything. If a man needs to survive in such a
world, he needs inspiration and motivation to
determine his path.

Honouring NTR, the man who became
“Telugu Vaari Atmagouravam” and “Legend
of Legends” on his centenary, that is, 100th
Birth Anniversary, the makers of VSII has
released the ‘Rags’ look poster to show the
character’s love for the great man.

Yuvan Shankar Raja is composing music for
the film. Krishna Chaitanya is directing the
magnanimous project on a huge scale.

Already, Ganganamma Jathara has raised
hype and buzz for the film. This tribute has
also touched the hearts of Telugu people.
More details about the film will be announced

tollywood

Actor Sharwanand
escapes unhurt after an
unfortunate car accident

ctor Sharwanand escaped unhurt
Aafter his car lost control and collid-

ed with a divider. The incident took
place on Sunday morning at Hyderabad’s
Filmnagar Junction.

According to initial reports, the inci-
dent occurred when Sharwanand’s
driver swerved to avoid colliding
with a two-wheeler. The car lost its
balance and reportedly hit the
divider. Fortunately, the actor
managed to emerge from the
accident with only minor injuries.
Local residents who had wit-
nessed the incident acted swiftly
and rushed him to the nearest
hospital. As per the latest reports,
the actors condition is reported to
be stable, alleviating concerns about
his well-being.

Taking to Twitter, the actor later

es in a dark and unapologetically cruel world.  soon. expressed his gratitude for the concern
shown by his fans, and clarified that the
accident was a minor one. His tweet read, \
“There has been news that my car met
with an accident this morning. It was a A
very minor incident. I am absolutely safe  film (his
and sound at home with all your loveand ~ 30th as an actor). On the
blessings. there is nothing to worry personal front, he is going to get married
about. Thankyou for all your concern.  to Rakshita Reddy in Rajasthan in the
Have a great Sunday everyone.” coming month.
Sharwanand is currently The wedding preparations are going on
working on an untitled in full swing.

_m_._

Kamal Haasan honoured with
Outstanding Achievement in
Indian Cinema award at |IFA 2023

The 23rd edition of the event and had received the

Rishab Shetty urges
to make a film city
in Bengaluru

he way actor-director-writer-producer,

Rishab Shetty gave the nation a gem of

a film with Kantara was truly notewor-
thy. Having made his distinct place in the
industry with the success of the film, Rishab
was invited as a panellist for the 9th Seva,
Sushasan Garib Kalyan National
Conclave hosted by the Ministry of
Broadcasting and Information to
cast light on how Yuva Shakti, the
powerful force of Indias youth, is
igniting a transformative wave across the

International Film award from AR Rahman.

Academy Awards (ITFA) Kamal Haasan is a power-
took place at the Etihad Arena in  house of talent who proved
Yas Island, Abu Dhabi. The award his mettle in different lan-
show was graced by several guages.
celebrities, including Hrithik In his illustrious career,
Roshan, Anil Kapoor, Kamal played a wide variety
Salman Khan, of roles and worked with
Madhavan, Mouni many talented directors. The
Roy, Dia Mirza,and  central government already

Rahman, who honoured Kamal with Padma

made it a memo- Shri and Padma Bhushan.
rable one. Kamal Haasan also has four
At the award cere- National Awards and 17
nation. Grabbing the opportunity Rishab mony, actor Kamal Filmfare Awards to his name.
spoke about how they are getting support " Haasan was conferred with  Currently, Kamal Haasan is
from the government and also put forward A the IIFA Award for working on Indian 2, direct-
the request to have a Film City in Bengaluru. Outstanding Achievement in ed by Shankar Shanmugham,

Following the theme of this year’s con- India. Indian Cinema. Kamal attended the ~ which releases next year.
clave “Yuva Shakti: Galvanizing Indi@’ was F i 1 m
addressed by 6 esteemed panelists and experts
Rishab Shetty was the only representative around the
from the field of entertainment and cine- nation com-
ma. While addressing his request, Rishab mented on how the film
said, “Reaching the audience is one chal- was received and per-
lenge and we are getting support from the formed to perfection,
government. There are some requests like, bringing audiences a visu-
to have a Film City in Bengaluru.” ally stunning and com-

At the conclave, Shetty was joined by pelling revenge drama on
founder and CEO Oyo Rooms, musician native folklore. The film also
Amaan Ali Bangash, former Indian field left a very strong impact,
hockey player and captain of the Indian which resulted in the
National Team, Viren Rasquinha, co- Karnataka State Government
founder CAXpert Yashodhara Bajoria,and has announced a monthly
Indian boxer Akhil Kumar. allowance for Bhoota kola per-

With the phenomenal success of Kantara, formers over 60 years of age due
Rishab Shetty put India on the global map. to the movie.

The film emerged as the second highest- Rishab Shetty is currently working
grossing Kannada film of all time and was on Kantara 2 with several other pro-
also 2022’ third highest-grossing film in jects in the pipeline.

Director Teja reveals the
title of his film with Rana

ana Daggubati and director
R;l\;ija’s Nene Raju Nene
antri was a com-
mercial success. Recently
it was revealed that the
actor-director would
unite once again.
This will be an
action entertainer.
During the pre-
release event of
Ahimsa in
Chirala, Teja
revealed some
interesting things
about his film with Rana.
He said that the tentative title of the film is

Ram Charan and Vikram Reddy
announced their pan-India

. project 7he India House
Whopping amount

spent on Adipurush’s
theatrical rights?

will next be seen in the much-

anticipated Adipurush, a
mythological drama directed by
Om Raut. The biggie has Kriti
Sanon as the female lead and Saif
Ali Khan as the antagonist.

A strong buzz is doing rounds on
social media that the film’s Telugu
version theatrical rights are
acquired by the noted banner
People Media Factory. If the

Pan-Indian star actor Prabhas

rumour’s are to be believed, the
banner has spent a whopping
amount of Rs 170 crores for the
rights. This is the highest ever for
any movie of the actor.

Sunny Singh and Devdatta Nage
played pivotal roles in this epic
drama produced by T-Series and
Retrophiles.The film will be out in
theatres on June 16, 2023, in mul-
tiple Indian languages including
Telugu.

Rakshasha Raju. He further added that he is
planning to introduce 45 new artists with this
flick. Teja further said that interested people
could approach him through Instagram for the
same. Teja said that he wants at least 10 peo-
ple from Chirala, which is the native place of
the legendary Ramanaidu.

Gopinath Achanta will bankroll this project.
A famous Malayalam hero will play a crucial
role. Teja is said to have designed a powerful
character for Rana. The shoot will commence
very soon. Other details about the cast and crew
will be out in the coming days.

Spy team heads to Araku
for shooting key scenes

Indian movie Spy is in the news once again.

The film is helmed by the editor-turned-

director Garry BH, which has Iswarya Menon and
Sanya Thakur as the leading ladies.

According to the latest reports, the shoot of the

movie is currently happening at Araku in

Andhra Pradesh. The key scenes involving

3 ctor Nikhil Siddhartha’s upcoming pan-

Nikhil, Abhinav Gomatam and Ishwarya Menon
will be canned in the schedule.

The recently released teaser garnered a humon-
gous response from the audience. Produced by
K Rajashekhar Reddy, the movie will be out in
theatres on June 29, 2023, worldwide. Sricharan
Pakala and Vishal Chandrasekhar are the music
directors for this film.

a significant step in his career by

packed video which was released via

Global star Ram Charan hastaken = Sarvakar’s birthday, with a power-

launching his production ban-
ner, 'V Mega Pictures. Partnering with
his friend Vikram Reddy of UV
Creations, the aim is to create ground-
breaking films and promote new talent
in the film industry while providing a
peculiar storytelling experience.
Abhishek Agarwal Arts is a production
house that stands for true and real con-
tent such as The Kashmir Files and
Karthikeya 2.

Excitingly, “V Mega Pictures’ and
‘Abhishek Agarwal Arts’ have
announced their first project - The India
House. The maiden venture of this asso-
ciation guarantees a stellar ensemble of
talented actors and a skilled crew.
Marking the ethos of the film, the film
is directed by debutant director, Ram
Vamsi Krishna, and star line-up of
dynamic hero Nikhil Siddhartha and
veteran actor Anupam Kher.

The announcement which was made
earlier on Sunday, on the occasion of
the acclaimed freedom fighter Vir

LE ANN

social media accounts of global star
Ram Charan, V Mega Pictures, and
Abhishek Agarwal Arts.

The India House is set to take audi-
ences back to an era and immerse them
in a tale that will touch their hearts. Set
in the pre-independence era in London,
the team dropped a teaser which hints
the film unfolds a love story during a
time of political turmoil around The
India House. The teaser culminates with
the dramatic imagery of a burning India
House, suggesting the drama that lies
ahead.

The partnership between V Mega
Pictures and Abhishek Agarwal Arts
marks the beginning of a powerful
alliance in the Indian film industry.

Ram Charan who is known as a glob-
al force and has made the nation
proud whilst Abhishek Agarwal has
lauded as one of the finest producers
with a vision to produce content dri-
ven cinema that leaves a long lasting
impact.

DUNLCE
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