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Indira Gandhi's ‘Garibi Hatao’ is
being implemented by Narendra
Modi. ‘Garibi Hatao’ was a good
slogan but Rajiv Gandhi himself
admitted that if a Rupee was
given, the beneficiaries
would receive only 15
paise. That's why the
Modi government is
giving benefits direct
to the beneficiary
without any
chance of
corruption
through DBT.

- Bandi Sanjay, TS BJP President
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R.P. Patnaik’s intent is
to ‘create timeless

CLASSICS’

‘RBI found gaps in corporate
governance at banks despite

guidelines’
‘MODI GOVT
BOLSTERED INDIA’S IMAGE

GLOBALLY IN 9 YEARS’

Woman cremates
husband’s body...

In a shocking incident, a woman
cremated the body of her
husband at her house in
Pattikonda town on Sunday. CI
Murali Mohan told the media
that Potuganti Harchindra
Prasad (60) died of cardiac
arrest on the night of Sunday.
His wife P Lalita cremated the
body of her husband in the
corridor of her house itself on
Monday. The neighbours
noticed smoke and foul smell
emanating from her house...
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Climate change,
population...
The combination of climate
change and population growth
poses a serious threat to India's
water security, and without
adequate measures to address
these challenges, water scarcity
will worsen with social,
economic and environmental
impacts, experts have warned.
According to the United Nations
(UN), India might have already
become the most populous
country in the world with over
142 crore people...

Air India growing
substantially...
Bullish on growth prospects with
a "healthy start" to Air India's five-
year transformation plan, its chief
Campbell Wilson on Monday said
the airline is hiring 550 cabin crew
members and 50 pilots every
month and also expects to have
six wide-body A350 planes in its
fleet by the end of this year. After
taking over the reins from the
government in January last year,
Tata Group has put in place
various measures to turn around
the fortunes of the loss-making...

Sudharsan’s 96
takes GT...
B Sai Sudharsan led the charge
with a terrific 96 as defending
champions Gujarat Titans set
Chennai Super Kings an
imposing target of 215 in the IPL
final here on Monday.
Sudharsan struck eight fours and
six sixes to make his runs from a
mere 46 balls, forging crucial
partnerships along the way and
helping GT find their feet in the
summit clash, after Shubman Gill
perished for 39 and Wriddhiman
Saha failed to go beyond his half-
century...
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DDOONN’’TT MMIISSSS......

C PRADEEP KUMAR
n VIJAYAWADA

As the ruling YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP) marks its fifth year in
power on Tuesday, it is worth
reflecting on both its achievements
and areas for improvement. While
the government has made notable
progress in implementing several
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
schemes to benefit the masses, it
appears to face challenges in ensur-
ing the satisfaction of its own
employees. Recent tensions between
the government and employees
regarding the CPS and PRC arrears
highlight this concern.

The YSRCP government proud-
ly claims to have fulfilled 98.5% of
its electoral promises, but it has yet
to take significant steps toward
achieving its major commitment of
total prohibition. While it has
increased the cost of liquor signif-
icantly, tangible measures for the
phased implementation of total
prohibition are still pending.

Chief Minister Jagan Mohan has
demonstrated effective leadership by
maintaining party unity and secur-
ing the loyalty of his vote bank. This
is evident from the results of pan-
chayat and local body elections, as
well as the bypolls. 

The successful implementation of
the 'Navaratnalu' schemes, launched
at the beginning of his tenure, has
played a significant role in earning
the trust and support of the elec-

torate. By diligently executing these
schemes, the government has won
the hearts of the beneficiaries.
Moreover, the government's com-
mitment to social justice, reflected
in the representation of all commu-
nities in political leadership and
government, has garnered accolades
from various quarters. Since assum-
ing office, Chief Minister Jagan
Mohan Reddy has prioritised rev-
olutionary reforms in the education,
health, and agriculture sectors. 

His introduction of village/ward
secretariats and a volunteer system
aims to decentralise governance and
deliver welfare schemes directly to the
doorsteps of deserving beneficiaries.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Former minister Kodali Sri
Vekateswara Rao (Nani) strongly
criticised Chandrababu Naidu and
his party, the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP), during a recent press confer-
ence. Nani referred to the manifesto
released at the Mahanadu as a "Babu
420 manifesto," alleging that it was
another attempt by Chandrababu to
deceive the people of Andhra
Pradesh. According to Nani,
Chandrababu lacks the competence

to honour the cente-
nary of NTR.

At a press confer-
ence on Monday, Nani
raised concerns about
the absence of photos
of NTR's successors at
the Mahanadu stage
in Rajahmundry. He
criticized the display of
Chandrababu and
Lokesh photos alongside those of
NTR, highlighting the lack of any
representation from NTR's family

members or heirs.
Nani further

accused the TDP of
organising the
Mahanadu solely to
criticise the YSRCP
leaders, including
Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy,
along with other TDP
leaders who he

described as useless.PNS n ONGOLE

Four persons were killed and two
others injured when the car in
which they were travelling collid-
ed with a bus near the Civil
Supplies godown at Tripurantakam
after midnight of Sunday. All the
deceased and injured were work-
ing in a private agency in
Vijayawada.

Police said that the car passen-
gers, hailing from Vijayawada, had
gone to Anantapur to do decora-
tion works for a marriage. As they
were going back to Vijayawada, an
APSRTC bus collided with the car
killing Pilli Srinu (35),
Chandrasekhar (33), K Srinu (22)
and Sai (32). K Srinu died while
being shifted to the GGH in
Vinukonda while the other three
persons died on the spot. The
injured were admitted to the GGH. 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on Monday (29
May) successfully accomplished its
mission GSLV-F12/NVS-01.

The space agency launched the
NVS-01 navigation satellite on board its
geosynchronous satellite launch vehicle
(GSLV) and deployed it in a geosyn-
chronous transfer orbit.

The rocket lifted off from the second
launch pad of the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre-Sriharikota Range
(SDSC-SHAR) at 10.42 am.

After a flight of about 19 minutes, the
NVS-01 satellite was injected precise-
ly into a geosynchronous transfer
orbit. "Subsequent orbit-raising
manoeuvres will take NVS-01 into the
intended Geosynchronous orbit," ISRO

said in a tweet. NVS-01 is the first of
India's second-generation NavIC
('Navigation with Indian Constellation')
satellites that accompany enhanced fea-
tures. The 2,232 kg navigation satellite

features navigation payloads L1, L5, and
S bands, including an indigenous
atomic clock, a first of its kind.

According to ISRO, NavIC is a
regional navigation satellite system

established to meet the positioning,
navigation and timing requirements of
the nation. NavIC was previously
known as the Indian Regional
Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS).

GSLV-F12/NVS-01 launched successfully 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Inconsistencies and imbalances in
the investigation into the high-pro-
file murder of YS Vivekananda
Reddy, former minister and broth-
er of former Chief Minister YS
Rajasekhar Reddy, have raised
concerns about the handling of the
case.

Moreover, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has presented
and interpreted the facts in a man-
ner that raises doubts about the
investigation.

The confusion primarily lies in
the CBI's approach to the investi-
gation, evident in the difficulties
encountered in gathering and
analysing crucial information to
uncover the truth.

For example, on November 26,
2021, the main accused, Dastagiri,
confessed to the murder and pro-
vided a statement under CRPC
Section 306 (4)(a). Subsequently,

he became an approver in the
case.

In his statement, Dastagiri
claimed that he and his accom-
plices had seen all the individuals

present at Vivekananda Reddy's
house on the day of the murder.
According to him, watchman

Rangaiah was at the front
door of the house at

the time, prompt-
ing them to
approach the
backside of the
p r o p e r t y .
D a s t a g i r i
al leged that

when they
knocked on the

door, Yarra Gangi
opened it, allowing

them to enter. He further claimed,
"I kept my axe behind the curtain."

It is crucial to consider two
important pieces of information
documented by the Special

Investigation Team (SIT). The SIT
stated that it had observed signs of
forced entry through the east side
door. 

Additionally, it noted that the
buckle/latch of another door had
been deformed due to bending.
Notably, both of these observations
by the SIT indicate evidence of a
forced entry into the house. This
contradicts the statement provid-
ed by Dastagiri to the CBI prior to
becoming an approver in the case.

"Considering that the entire CBI
invest igat ion is  based on
Dastagiri's statement, it raises con-
cerns about how the CBI over-
looked this critical point recorded
by the SIT," expressed sources in
the Forensic Science Laboratory
(FSL).

PROBE INTO VIVEKA MURDER CASE

Flaws in Dastagiri’s statement tumbling out
Considering that the entire
CBI investigation is based on
Dastagiri's statement, it
raises concerns about how
the CBI overlooked this
critical point recorded
by the SIT, expressed
sources in the 
Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL).

GOVERNOR, CM COMPLIMENT ISRO SCIENTISTS

Andhra Pradesh Governor S Abdul Nazeer and Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Monday congratulated ISRO scientists for successfully launching the
NVS-01 satellite aboard the GSLV-F12 and managing to place it into
geosynchronous transfer orbit. ISRO scientists launched the satellite from Satish
Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota in Tirupati district of the state. "NVS-01, the
first of the second-generation satellites launched by ISRO, will ensure the
continuity of navigational services and the successful mission has added another
feather in the cap of ISRO," said the Governor in a press note shared by Raj
Bhavan on Monday. The Chief Minister too congratulated the ISRO team for
successfully launching the next generation satellite, propelling India's navigation
capabilities. He also wished ISRO success in its future endeavours.

PNS n NEW DELHI

A 16-year-old girl was stabbed over
20 times and bludgeoned to death
by a youth in a busy bylane as
passersby looked on in northwest
Delhi's Shahbad Dairy area - an
incident that has drawn massive
outrage as the video of the horrific
killing appeared online.

Delhi Police said the accused, 20-
year-old Sahil, was arrested from
Bulandshahr in Uttar Pradesh on
Monday.

He and the victim, Sakshi, were
in a "relationship" but had a quar-
rel on Saturday. The victim had gone

shopping on Sunday evening for the
birthday party of her friend's child
when she was accosted by the
accused in the densely populated
neighbourhood, they said.

A nearly 90-second video of the
incident that was shared online
showed the accused pinning the vic-
tim to a wall with one hand and
stabbing her repeatedly. He did
not stop even when the girl slumped
to the ground, jabbing the knife into
her over 20 times, kicking her and
then slamming a cement slab on her
repeatedly.

16-year-old Delhi girl
stabbed over 20 times

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In a major crackdown on corrup-
tion, the Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) officials have apprehend-
ed several officials following com-
plaints received through the
14400 toll-free number and ACB
app, as per the directives of DGP
KV Rajendranath Reddy and
Incharge ACB DG Shankha Brata
Bagchi.

In a significant development,
the ACB officials apprehended
Jami Ramu, a Village Revenue
Officer in Visakhapatnam district,
for demanding and accepting a
bribe of Rs 30,000 from com-
plainant K Visveswara Rao of
Butchirajupalem.

The bribe was solicited in
exchange for official assistance in
removing his property from prohib-

ited properties. The VRO was
caught red-handed by ACB officials
while accepting a bribe of Rs 10,000
from the victim. A case has been
registered in this regard.

Another case of corruption
unfolded as Dokku Venkata
Padmavathi, ICDS Supervisor
Grade-II in Mopidevi Mandal of
Krishna district, was apprehended
by ACB officials while demanding
and accepting a bribe of Rs 10,000. 

CRACKDOWN ON CORRUPTION

4 officials in ACB net

Electoral rolls in five
poll- bound states
to be updated

Liquor ban still a
far cry as Jagan
govt turns five 

Investigation uncovers
irregularities; CID alleges
misuse of funds

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In a major development, the State gov-
ernment issued a Government Order
(GO) on Monday, seizing a staggering
amount of Rs 793 crore in cash from
Margadarsi Chit Fund Company. The
company, which is headed by
Cherukuri Ramoji Rao, has come
under scrutiny by the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) for
alleged irregularities in its chit activi-
ties. The CID investigation revealed that

the foremen, auditor, managing direc-
tor, and chairman of Margadarsi had
transferred the chit fund money to the
company's corporate office in
Hyderabad and invested it in mutual
funds, a violation of the established reg-
ulations.

With 37 branches operating across
Andhra Pradesh, Margadarsi has faced
inspections over time. The CID's investi-
gations have unearthed irregularities at sev-
eral branches, including Labbipet in
Vijayawada, Arundelpet in Guntur,
Narasaraopet, Anantapur, Eluru,
Rajamahendravaram, and Visakhapatnam.

In the issued GO, the government
declared, "Margadarsi auditor K.
Shravan and the foremen of these

branches, managing director Cherukuri
Sailaja, chairman Ramoji Rao, have con-
spired and committed the offenses."

According to CID reports,
Margadarsi currently operates 1989
active chit groups in its branches across
Andhra Pradesh, with chit values rang-
ing from Rs 50,000 to Rs 1 crore. In
response to the investigation's findings,
the state government has instructed the
CID's Additional Director General to
take control of Margadarsi's attached
movable property. Furthermore, the
government has directed the CID to file
an application before the respective
courts to make the orders absolute,
ensuring appropriate action is taken
against the individuals involved.

Hasamuddin wins bronze
PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana boxer Mohammad
Hasamuddin won a bronze medal
on Monday at the World Boxing
Championship. The Nizamabad-
based Hasamuddin bagged the
bronze in the under 57 kg category.

Telangana Sports Secretary
Sandeep Kumar Sultania met him at
the secretariat and said, “With this
win, Telangana has been placed on
the world sports map.”

Sultania felicitated Hasamuddin
with a shawl. Earlier, the boxer had
bagged silver medals in the
Commonwealth Games in 2018
and 2022. It Hasamuddin’s father

was also a boxer. The secretary
urged the boxer to be consistent and
achieve more success in future. 

Hasamuddin visited Minister
Vemula Prashant Reddy at the lat-
ter's residence. Vemula congratulat-
ed the boxer and felicitated him. 

HORRIFIC KILLING

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Election
Commission has
asked chief elec-
toral officers of

poll-bound states of Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Telangana,
Rajasthan and Mizoram to carry
out a fresh special summary revi-
sion to update the electoral rolls.

It also cited provisions of the
Representation of the People Act to
state that the electoral roll should
be revised with reference to the
qualifying date before each assem-
bly election of a state.

AP govt seizes Rs 793 crore
cash from Margadarsi Chits

Naidu released a ‘420 manifesto': Kodali

While doing well on welfare
front, CM Jagan is yet to address

certain employees’ issues
including the vexatious

Compensatory Pension Scheme

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

TDP politburo member and for-
mer minister Kollu Ravindra has
said that they will release a clear-
cut manifesto by Dasara and added
that yesterday’s manifesto was just
a trailer. 

He claimed that the TDP would
be voted to power within six
months and warned that they
would give a strong and suitable
answer to those who criticised TD
leaders.

TDP's full manifesto
by Dasara
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4 dead, 2 hurt as bus
collides with car
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T
he nine-year rule of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi reflects how a sta-

ble government at the Centre
spurs development of the coun-
try. The new Parliament build-
ing inaugurated by the Prime
Minister on Sunday is not only
beautiful but also expansive.
The construction of the struc-
ture could be accomplished in
just two and half years.  Every
inch of the building reflects the
glory of Indian architecture,
sculpture, and culture. It stands
as a testimony to the architec-
tural skills of the modern era.
After 75 years of India becom-
ing independent, the people of
the country managed to get rid
of the colonial remnants.
However, surprisingly opposi-
tion parties are not able to
stomach the progress of the
nation. Their approach to the
celebrations suggests that they
are always one step backward as
the nation progresses one step
forward. 

As per the Constitution, the
Prime Minister is the leader of
Parliament. Parliament sessions

are held as per the decision of
the Cabinet meetings, presided
over by the Prime Minister. All
decisions, such as introducing
crucial bills, would be decided
by the Cabinet. However, the
value attached to the post of the
President of India as the head
of the state and as the first cit-
izen of the country is altogeth-
er different. He convenes both
the Lower and Upper Houses
and discharges various consti-
tutional obligations. But all
executive powers rest with the
Prime Minister and the
President issues orders on the
advice of the Prime Minister
and affixes his signature on var-
ious orders. This being so, is
there any meaning in the oppo-
sition parties boycotting the
inaugural function just because
the Prime Minister is inaugu-
rating it?  

In all aspects, Modi has
achieved wonderful success
over the past nine years. The
rapid development of infra-
structure in the country under
the Modi regime has no paral-
lel under the previous regimes.

The widely expanded network
of highways, expressways, other
roads, corridors, ports, air-
ports, and the extensively
expanded railway network
exemplify this. The Vande
Bharat Express and Udaan
stand as testimony to the
nation’s progress. Now Metro
Rails have been extended to 23
towns and cities, as against
only five in 2014. The total
development of national high-
ways during the past nine years
was put at 145,155 km as
against 91,287 km in 2014.

The country has 148 airports
now as against only 74 in 2014. 

The country’s defence
exports rose by 334 per cent.
The defence exports in 2014
were put at Rs 1,941 crore as
against Rs 16,000 crore as of
now.  The GST monthly collec-
tion in April 2023 was put at Rs
1.87 lakh crore, mirroring eco-
nomic growth of the nation.
The total exports from the
nation are worth $ 770.18 bil-
lion, including the $ 23.57 bil-
lion exports of electronic goods.
Direct overseas investment in

defence sector rose by 74 per
cent, taking the investments in
this sector to $84.8 billion. The
investments stand as a testimo-
ny to the increased confidence
of investors in Modi’s leader-
ship. 

Modi scrapped Article 370
and Article 35 A and made it
clear that Jammu and Kashmir
is an integral part of India.
During Modi's reign, the con-
struction of the magnificent
Ram Mandir and the construc-
tion of the Kashi Vishwanath

Corridor were complet-
ed.

Under Modi’s
leadership, the pan-
demic situation was
tackled more efficient-
ly compared to other
nations at a time when the
virus played havoc in other
nations. He was instrumental in
the country developing vaccines
for Covid domestically and
also came to the rescue of
many nations.

Another significant victory of
Modi is the push towards a dig-
ital economy. Even street ven-
dors are able to do digital trans-
actions nowadays. The gov-
ernment could eliminate mid-
dlemen in the implementation
of welfare schemes by crediting
funds to people’s bank accounts
directly.  With the seeding of Jan
dhan bank accounts, Aadhaar
cards and mobile phones, over
50 crore people opened their
bank accounts to receive subsi-
dies, loans, and funds under
various government schemes
directly into their bank
accounts. 

Ayushman Bharat,
Beti Bachao-Beti
Padhao, weaker
section housing
p r o g r a m m e ,

Ujjwala scheme,
and economic benefits

to farmers benefited millions.
Over 80 crore people received
free foodgrains under the
Pradhan mantra Garib Kalyan
Yojna. Rs 25 lakh crore has been
credited directly to people’s
accounts. In all, 3 crore people
built their own homes, over 30
crore people received life insur-
ance cover, 11 crore people ben-
efited under PM-Kisan pro-
gramme. Under Swanidhi pro-
gramme, over 34.45 lakh street
vendors received benefit. Under
Mudra Yojna, Rs 23.60 crore
was transferred to 39.65 bank
accounts of petty vendors.
Under Stand-Up India pro-
gramme, Rs 7,351 crore was
transferred to the bank
accounts of SCs and STs.  The
farmers are able to get MSP that
is 50% more than the cost of
production. The agriculture
budget, which was put at Rs

21,933 crore in 2013-14,
increased to Rs 1,25,036 crore
by 2023-24.  The Swachch
Bharat scheme helped over 3
lakh villages overcome open
defecation problem. In all, 11.72
crore individual sanitary toilets
were built. 

The Congress leaders
admitted that in the past not
even 10 per cent of the funds
under government schemes
trickled down to the actual
beneficiaries. Now there is no
such situation.  The achieve-
ments of the Modi govern-
ment in the sphere of educa-
tion are considerable. After
four decades, the New
Education Policy has been
devised. Seven IIMs and seven
IITs have been set up and also
15 AIIMS and 700 medical
colleges. 

Under the leadership of
Modi, India has achieved
tremendous success. The
cacophony of critical voices
from opposition parties would
not be able to obliterate this
success from the annals of the
nation. 

Y SATYA KUMAR 

BJP National Secretary 

TRULY 

SPEAKING

In all aspects, Modi has achieved wonderful

success over the past nine years. The rapid

development of infrastructure in the

country under the Modi regime has no

parallel under the previous regimes. The

widely expanded network of highways,

expressways, other roads, corridors, ports,

airports, and the extensively expanded

railway network exemplify this.

Oppn not able to digest nation’s progress under Modi
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Forecast: Partly Cloudy

Temp: 38
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Humidity: 63%
Sunrise: 5:34 AM
Sunset: 6:36 PM

TODAY

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha

Tithi:Dashami: May 29 11:49 AM
to May 30 01:08 PM

Ekadashi: May 30 01:08 PM
to May 31 01:46 PM

Nakshatram: 
Hasta: May 30 04:29 AM

to May 31 06:00 AM

Rahukalam: 3:28 PM to 5:05 PM

Yamagandam:  8:59 AM to 10:36 AM

Varjyam: 01:25 PM to 03:07 PM

Gulika: 12:13 PM to 1:50 PM

Amritakalam: 11:37 PM to 01:19 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:47 AM to 12:39 PM

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister Jogi Ramesh took a
jibe at the TDP chief N
Chandrababu Naidu and said
that 'Dirty Babu' released a
'Tissue Manifesto' during
Mahanadu in Rajahmundry
on Sunday. He tore the TDP’s
poll manifesto and dumped it
in the dust bin. He said a man-
ifesto is a promise and one
should make a sincere effort to
fulfill it and not to cheat the
people with false promises.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Monday here, Ramesh
said the TDP leader will bite
the dust in the next state elec-
tions. He dubbed the opposi-
tion leader ‘dirty Babu’ and
TDP’s 2024 election mani-
festo as ‘tissue manifesto’. He
said Naidu made 650 electoral
promises in his party’s previ-
ous manifesto and failed to ful-
fill even 10 promises from the
list. 

The state minister further
said Naidu was the longest-
serving chief minister who
held the office for over thirteen
years in multiple tenure and
yet failed to develop the state.
He said the TDP leader is no
match to the present chief

minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy who put the state on the
development path within 4
years of coming to power. 

Jogi Ramesh fired a salvo of
questions at the TDP leader
and asked what he did for the
farmers. 

He asked why Naidu did not
accommodate a BC leader in
the State cabinet? He rebuked
the opposition leader for try-
ing to obstruct the YS Jagan
government from distributing
the house site pattas for the
economically weaker section
(EWS) people.

The minister for housing
said after the election defeat
the TDP will be a non-entity
and Naidu will have no choice
but to shift his base to
Singapore. 

Naidu released a ‘tissue manifesto’: Min

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister Merugu Nagarjuna
criticised TDP chief
Chandrababu Naidu for
exhibiting his love towards
the poor during the
Mahanadu programme on
Sunday. Everyone knows
about Babu's cunning tricks
and asked what he has done
to the poor in his 40 years of
political career and 14 years
as Chief Minister. There is no
record of him making any
poor person a millionaire in
this state, said the minister.
The minister criticised the
manifesto announced by
Chandrababu as a copy of the
manifesto announced by the
Congress party in the state of
Karnataka.

Addressing media persons
on Monday at the party office,
Minister Nagarjuna pointed
out that the 'Amma Vodi'
scheme currently implement-
ed by Jagan Mohan Reddy
government was copied

under the name 'Ammaku
Vandanam' by the TDP. He
said that Chandrababu can't
bear if one cent land is given
to the poor, no one will
believe that TDP will provide
English medium education to
the poor.

The Minister recalled that
Chandrababu is the one who
moves the court to stop every
welfare scheme implemented
by the YSRCP government to
benefit the poor. He ques-
tioned whether Chandrababu
was aware of the 'Poor to
Rich' programme at the age of
75 and in the twilight of his
political career.

Nagarjuna criticized
Chandrababu has no history
of making the poor rich, but
between TDP rule from 2014
and 2019 he made the poor
still poorer by deceiving them
with false promises to waive
of loans. He criticized
Chandrababu for failing to
fulfill at least 10% of the 650
promises made in the TDP
manifesto in the 2014 elec-
tions. Chandrababu put his
party manifesto on the pub-
lic domain for 10 minutes
only and then deleted it, with
a belief that people will for-
get anything from the past.

The minister reminded
that the YSRCP government
has fulfilled 98.2 percent of
the promises given in the
manifesto. He said that they
have been able to provide all
the schemes without a single
penny of corruption even
though they have provided
2.82 lakh crore rupees to the
people through DBT and
non-DBT schemes.

Merugu calls Naidu a copycat
Continued from Page 1

Over the past four years, the
YSRCP government has dis-
bursed more than Rs 2.10
lakh crore through DBT under
various welfare schemes for
the poor and eligible benefi-
ciaries.

Under the leadership of YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy, the
YSRCP government has made
significant strides in promot-
ing social justice by giving pri-
ority to the SC, ST, BC, and
Minority communities in
nominated and Cabinet rank
positions. This inclusive
approach has contributed to
the party's success in
Panchayat, Mandal Parishad,
ZP, Corporation elections, and
by-elections held across the
state.

In March of this year, the
YSRCP government organ-
ised a highly successful Global
Investment Summit in
Visakhapatnam, attracting
industry leaders from India
and abroad. Notably, the pres-
ence of industrialist Mukesh
Ambani and the signing of
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) worth
Rs 1.17 lakh crore during the
summit silenced critics who
doubted the government's
commitment to development.

The YSRCP's new initiative,
the 'Jagananne Maa
Bhavishyattu' programme, has
received an unprecedented
response from 1.16 crore
households, demonstrating

strong public support for the
government. The 'Gadapa
Gadapaku Mana Prabhutvam'
programme, launched from
day one, has been warmly
embraced by people through-
out the state.

As part of its ongoing efforts
to consolidate its support base
and counter opposition, the
Jagan Mohan Reddy govern-
ment recently distributed
approximately 51,000 house
site pattas to the poor in the R-
5 zone of Amaravati.

Vijayawada-Central MLA
Malladi Vishnu, who also
serves as the Vice Chairman of
the Planning Board, acknowl-
edged the YSRCP govern-
ment's commitment to welfare
schemes and overall develop-
ment, as well as its dedication
to good governance. From
the very beginning, Chief
Minister Jagan has prioritised
the welfare of the people and
successfully delivered on over
98.5% of the promises made.

He further accused the pre-
vious TDP government, led by
Chandrababu Naidu, of
betraying the farmers and
DWCRA women during their
five-year tenure. Naidu had
made promises to waive their
debts, but once in power in
2014, he failed to fulfill those
commitments, leaving them in
a helpless state. Moreover,
Vishnu claimed that Naidu
had also insulted certain com-
munities through his divisive
actions and policies.

4 dead, 2 hurt as bus
collides with car
Continued from Page 1

It took over one hour for the
police to extricate the bodies
from the car.

The bus was going to
Hindupur from Vijayawada.
Since the bus and the car were
going at a high speed, the car
became an iron mangle as a
result of the collision. After post-
mortem, the bodies were sent to
Vijayawada.

Tripurantakam SI Venkata
Saidulu visited the scene of the
mishap, registered a case and reg-
ulated the traffic on the road.
Sources said that the RTC bus
should have passed through
Tripurantakam town, but it went
through a bypass road at a high
speed.  

Liquor ban still...

Continued from Page 1

Referring to the new
manifesto released by the
TDP on Sunday, Nani
questioned Chandrababu
Naidu about the number
of manifestos announced
by the party and how
many of them have actu-
ally been implemented.
He cha l lenged
Chandrababu to engage
in a public debate on the
var ious  mani fes tos
released by the TDP in
1999, 2004, and 2014, and
to clarify how many of the
promised initiatives were
successfully implement-
ed.

Nani mentioned the
manifesto announced by

Jagan Mohan Reddy in
2019, and highlighted the
successful implementation
of initiatives by Dr. YSR in
2004 and 2009, including
the implementation of
programs such as  fee
r e i m b u r s e m e n t ,
Arogyasree, 108 and 104
services, despite not being
explicitly mentioned in
the  mani fes to.  Nani
emphasised that Dr. YSR
went above and beyond to
fulf i l l  promises.  Nani
pointed out  the fa lse
promises made by the
TDP before the 2014 elec-
tions, particularly regard-
ing the support for farm-
ers and Dwcra women
and the waiving off of
their debts. According to

Nani, the TDP failed to
honor these commitments
after coming to power,
leaving the poor to their
own devices.

Describing the TDP
manifesto as a mixture of
schemes from various
political parties promised
to the people during the
Karnataka elections, Nani
accused Chandrababu of
using B Cs (Backward
Classes) as a mere vote
bank, whereas the ruling
YSRCP considers the BCs
as the backbone. Nani
contrasted Chandrababu's
reliance on individuals
l ike  R amoj i  R ao,
Radhakrishna, and BR
Naidu, who are not BCs,
as his support base.

Naidu released a ‘420...

TDP's full...
Continued from Page 1

He warned that they would
not spare anyone wherever
they hid, speaking at a press
meet along with Krishna dis-
trict TDP president Konakalla
Narayana Rao in
Machilipatnam on Monday.

Speaking on the occasion,
the former minister said that
TDP supremo N
Chandrababu Naidu had
announced a big bounty to the
women of the State for their
welfare from Mahanadu.
Women will be given Rs.1,500
per month as assistance for
attaining financial self-suffi-
ciency in the name of
Mahashakti and also a special
Act will be enacted for
women's protection, he added.

“Facilities will be provided
for free travel for women in
RTC buses and three gas
cylinders also will be supplied
per year free of cost,” Kollu
Ravindra stated. He further
claimed after Nandamuri
Taraka Rama Rao, only Nara
Chandrababu stood up for
women and BC and opined
that the creation of the BC
Protection Act would be a
milestone in the BC’s histo-
ry."The youth were given 20
lakh jobs. Farmers receive
financial assistance of 20,000
per year under Annadathaku
Ardika Asara. A financial
assistance of Rs.15,000 will be
given under 'Thalliki
Vandanamu' to every child in
the household to secure their
future,” he added.

4 officials in ACB net
Continued from Page 1

The bribe was sought for
appointing one P Lavanya
from Pedakallepalli village as
an Anganwadi Ayah.
Furthermore, the accused
attempted to avoid any nega-
tive comments and ensure the
proper execution of duties.

ACB officials in Nellore

District nabbed Chilakapati
Manoj Kumar, a Panchayat Raj
Junior Accountant, red-handed
while accepting a bribe of Rs
27,000. The bribe was solicited in
exchange for sanctioning pend-
ing bills related to the construc-
tion of the Village Secretariat,
RythuBharosa Kendra, and YSR
Health Clinic in Gudluru Village.

In yet another case of cor-

ruption, Re-Survey Deputy
Tahsildar Nellipuri Anitha and
Village Revenue Assistant A
Shankar demanded a bribe of
Rs 10,000 from T Praveen
Kumar of Cuddalore village in
Tada mandal of Tirupati dis-
trict. The bribe was sought to
permit the cutting down of 20
trees for the construction of
Kumar's house.

Continued from Page 1

In a shocking display of
public apathy, people can be
seen passing by, with some
bystanders staring in alarm,
but not doing anything to
stop the brutal attack.

The accused is seen walk-
ing away from the victim in
a casual manner only to turn
back and again hit her with
the slab before leaving the
site.

"I have never seen such a
frightening case. What was
the fault of the 16-year-old
girl that she was brutally
killed on the road? Several
people saw this but did not
pay heed. No one is afraid of
the police and the law in
Delhi," Delhi Commission

for Women Chairperson
Swati Maliwal said.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and other
AAP leaders attacked
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena, saying it was his
responsibility to maintain
law and order in the city,
while the Delhi BJP claimed
it was a case of "love jihad",
and slammed the AAP for
"trying to portray" it as an
"ordinary" murder and a law
and order issue.

Calling the incident
"extremely disturbing and
appalling", the National
Commission for Women said
its Chairperson Rekha
Sharma has written to the
Commissioner of Police to
conduct a fair and time-

bound investigation in the
matter.

The Commission has
formed a three-member team
headed by member Delina
Khongdup to look into the
matter."

Delhi Police PRO Suman
Nalwa said the accused Sahil
worked as a fridge and AC
mechanic. He lived in a rent-
ed accommodation with his
parents and three siblings in
Shahbad Dairy area.

A case under Section 302
(murder) of the Indian Penal
Code has been registered at
Shahbad Dairy police station
on the complaint by the vic-
tim's father, the police added.

The police suspect that
"strained relationship" of the
accused with Sakshi could be

a possible reason behind the
crime.

A police officer said that
the girl's skull was ruptured,
citing preliminary findings of
the post-mortem.

Sakshi, whose father is a
labourer, passed Class 10 this
year. The victim's parents,
who are residents of JJ Colony
in Shahbad Dairy and have a
younger son, said she was
staying with her friend Neetu
for the last 15 days since the
latter's husband was out of
Delhi for work.

Recalling Sunday's event,
Neetu, who has two chil-
dren, said Sakshi was busy
organising the birthday party
for her daughter and went to
the nearby market to get a
dress for the child.

16-year-old Delhi girl stabbed...

Electoral rolls...
Continued from Page 1

"Accordingly, to maximise
the registration of all eligible
citizens, who are attaining the
age of 18 years on or before
October 1, 2023 and with the
purpose of improving the
health of the electoral roll, the
Commission has decided to
carry out 2nd Special
Summary Revision of Photo
Electoral Rolls with reference
to October 1, 2023 as the
qualifying date in your state,"
the letter read.

Till recently, January 1 was
the only qualifying date for
those turning 18 to register as
voters, but following changes
in the election law, January 1,
April 1, July 1 and October 1
are the four cut-off dates
now.

Earlier, those turning 18 on
or after January 2 year had to
wait for the entire year to reg-
ister as voters.

TS varsities ink pact
with Singapore's NTU

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana universities are explor-
ing the posibilty of academic
partnerships with the Nanyang
Technological University (NTU).

In this regard Telangana
Education Minister P Sabitha
Indra Reddy on Monday met Prof
BVR Chowdari, Senior Executive
Director & President Emeritus,
Materials Research Society of
Singapore (MRS-S), India
Connect, a special initiative of
NTU, Singapore. Shedding light on
academics in Telangana, Reddy
said,  "Telangana has already
emerged as a hub for Life Sciences
/ IT / Bio-Technology / Pharma
and other HiTech areas and is
poised to be the best destination for
education, Innovation / Incubation
and entrepreneurship."

PNS n NIZAMABAD

It was like a scene straight out
of a thriller film, the police at
Indalwai in Nizamabad district
opened two rounds of fire on
a gang of thieves and chased
the getaway car. But the mis-
creants were able to give the
police the slip.

According to official
sources, the police at Indalwai
police station set up barricades
on the road on receiving a tip-
off that a gang of thieves were

passing through the area. The
police personnel, led by a
Circle Inspector of Police,
opened fire on the speeding
getaway car as it rammed the
barricades and escaped. 

The police chased the car in
which the thieves were escap-
ing for a long distance, but
drew a blank. The thieves,
after some distance, aban-
doned the car and escaped.
The police formed teams to
launch a combing operation to
nab the thieves.

Police open fire on thieves,
but draw a blank
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Planning Board Vice President
and Vijayawada Central MLA
Malladi Vishnu has said that
CM YS Jagan Mohan Reddy is
providing good governance in
the State with boundless trust
of the people. On the occasion
of completion of four years of
YSRCP assuming power with
a historic victory, a huge bike
rally was organized under the
auspices of the party from
Gayatri Convention Center on
BRTS Road to Kandrika on
Monday. The rally was carried
out with slogans of Jai Jagan -
Jai Jai Jagan.

Garlands were placed at the
statue of late CM YS
Rajasekhar Reddy in Kandrika.

On the occasion, Vishnu
said that the real welfare and
development is to improve the
living standards of the poor
people and said that YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy is the only Chief
Minister who is taking steps in
that direction. He said that the
YSRCP government is moving
forward by introducing new
policies from time to time and
working hard for the all-round
development of all sectors.

He said that unlike the cor-
rupt systems like Janmabhoomi
Committees of the previous
TDP government, transparent

governance is being provided to
the people with a volunteer sys-
tem by the ruling YSRCP.
Vishnu said that 98 per cent of
promises have been imple-

mented after coming to power
till date by the YSRCP, many
other promises not mentioned
in the manifesto have been
implemented.

He said that steps are being
taken for the upliftment of all
sections of the people such as
farmers, workers, women and
youth. Niti Aayog has also
praised the initiatives taken by
the state government to erad-
icate poverty. He said that the
people of the state are happy to
have a CM like YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy. No matter how
many tricks Chandrababu and
Pawan Kalyan play, Vishnu
expressed confidence that the
YSR Congress party will win
the 2024 general elections.

Rally marks completion of
4 years in power by YSRCP 

The real welfare and development is
to improve the living standards of the
poor people and said that YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy is the only Chief
Minister who is taking steps in that
direction.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Indigenously designed &
built Indian Naval Ship
Delhi,  arrived at Port
Klang, Malaysia. The port
call from May 29-31 is part
of the Indian Navy's
Eastern Fleet deployment
to ASEAN countries. The
visit will see personnel
from both navies engaging
in professional & social
interactions consolidating
the strong bonds of friend-
ship between India and
Malaysia.

INS Delhi arrives at 
port Klang, Malaysia 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

NTR District Collector Dr S
Dilli Rao has said that house
site pattas were being distrib-
uted to the beneficiaries in
Amaravati under the Capital
Region Development
Authority (CRDA) R-5 Zone
after showing them the plots.

The District Collector
flagged off the beneficiaries'
buses to the CRDA layouts,
along with Vijayawada
Municipal Corporation Mayor
Rayana Bhagyalakshmi and
Vijayawada Central MLA
Malladi Vishnu at BRTS Road
on Monday.

Speaking on the occasion,
Collector Dilli Rao said that the
district administration was
taking steps to distribute pat-
tas to 27,031 beneficiaries. For
that, 14 layouts were developed
on 737 acres.

Of the beneficiaries, 2,924
are from Vijayawada Central
constituency, he said. With

the support of several school
and college managements, offi-
cials took the beneficiaries to
the R-5 Zone to show their
plots.

MLA Malladi Vishnu said
that Chief Minister YS Jagan

Mohan Reddy took a bold
decision to distribute house site
pattas to the poor despite many
difficulties. His government
aims to fulfil the dreams of
people to have their own hous-
es, he said and thanked the

Chief Minister.
Deputy Mayor Avuthu Sri

Sailaja, Joint Collector Dr P
Sampath Kumar, Sub Collector
Aditi Singh, Tahsildar Ch
Durga Prasad and others were
present.

Officials took beneficiaries to CRDA layouts to show their plots

27,031 BENEFICIARIES IN NTR DIST
TO GET PATTAS IN R-5 ZONE

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Union Minister for Chemicals
and Fertilisers Bhagwant Khuba
has expressed his belief that the
BJP's popularity in Karnataka
has not waned, contrary to the
recent Assembly election results,
which saw the Congress Party
emerge victorious. He claimed
that the Congress Party achieved
this by allegedly distributing
money and splitting the votes of
regional parties. However, he
acknowledged that the BJP is
steadily strengthening its pres-
ence in South India, particular-
ly in Tamil Nadu and Kerala,
thanks to the development and
welfare schemes implemented
by the Union government under
the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Addressing a press conference
here on Monday, he said that the
BJP is collaborating with Jana

Sena in Andhra Pradesh and
highlighted the party's com-
mitment to transparent and

clean governance, which it has
demonstrated over the past nine
years. He confidently stated that

the BJP would retain power in
the 2024 elections, citing
increased economic develop-
ment across the country.

Khuba said that the BJP
government is dedicated to
implementing welfare schemes
for farmers and increasing the
support price for agricultural
produce. Additionally, he stat-
ed that the BJP will continue
to work with the Shiva Sena
party in Maharashtra. 

However, he criticized the
chief ministers of West Bengal
and Telangana, Mamata
Banerjee and KCR respective-
ly, accusing them of engaging
in destructive politics.

Addressing the issue of
Andhra Pradesh's debt bur-
den, Khuba asserted that the
BJP would support the capi-

tal city of Amaravati in accor-
dance with the party's policy.
He criticized the Andhra
Pradesh government's han-
dling of the Polavaram project
and the non-payment of bills
to contractors, suggesting that
they seek guidance from the
National  Inst itut ion for
Transforming India (NITI
Aayog) regarding the pro-
ject.

Meanwhile, BJP state presi-
dent Somu Veerraju announced
that the party would hold press
conferences in all districts on
May 30 and 31. During these
conferences, they intend to pro-
vide an overview of the nine
years of BJP governance in the
country and highlight the satis-
faction of the people under the
party's rule.

BJP didn't lose its sheen in Karnataka: Bhagwant Khuba

Bhagwath Khuba, Union Minister of State for Chemicals and Fertilisers addressing a press conference about nine years of BJP
Government in Vijayawada on Monday. Pic by Ch Vijaya Bhaskar

Sports kits given away
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In a generous gesture, U
Srinivasa Rao, the Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of
NTR District Sports Authority
(DSA), along with Chief
Coach SA Azeez, distributed
sports equipment worth Rs.
2.75 lakh for summer coach-
ing camps at the Indira
Gandhi Municipal
Corporation (IGMC) Stadium
in Vijayawada on Monday.

Supported by the Sports
Authority of Andhra Pradesh
(SAAP), approximately 50
summer coaching camps are
currently underway in the
district.

During the event, CEO
Srinivasa Rao highlighted that
these coaching camps encom-
pass 24 sports and games dis-

ciplines. The NTR DSA, under
the guidance of SAAP, has
undertaken the task of distrib-
uting sports equipment to the
responsible individuals over-
seeing the summer coaching
camps.

Chief Coach SA Azeez
expressed his appreciation for
the initiative taken to organize
the camps in Vijayawada and
other parts of the district.
These camps commenced on
May 10 and are scheduled to
conclude on June 9, he added.

The event was attended by
Ceezar Reddy, NTR District
Secretary of the School Games
Federation of India, P Isaq, the
NTR DSA Boxing Coach, MV
Satya Prasad, Physical
Education Teacher at SKPVV
Hindu High School, and sev-
eral others.

Eight interstate
thieves arrested
PNS n TIRUPATI

Andhra Pradesh police arrest-
ed a gang of eight interstate
thieves and seized 16 red
sanders logs weighing half a
tonne, valued at Rs 30 lakh, on
Monday in Chittoor district,
including confiscating two
vehicles.

On receiving a a tipoff that
red sanders logs are being ille-
gally transported from
Tirupati Seshachalam forest,
Bangarupalya police kept vigil
on Chittoor-Palamaner road at
Mahasamudram toll gate.

As police were stopping
vehicles for a search, they
found two cars heading in the
direction of Bengaluru suspi-
cious, a press note shared by
the police on Monday said.
"On searching these cars,
police recovered 16 red
sanders logs."

Police identified Imran
from Kattigenahalli in
Karnataka as the main accused
in the case. He is on the run
but police managed to appre-
hend eight persons from
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu:
Abdul Rahiman (26) K
Mahendran (35), R
Kaliyappan (42), P
Mahadevan (36), G Sivan (45),
R Chinna Thambi (62), M
Shiva Shankar (30) and K
Ravi (36).

Besides Imran, five more
accused persons from Tamil
Nadu are on the run, namely
Venkatesh, Sundaramurthy,
Wasim, Vedi and Durai.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Nunna Primary Agricultural Cooperative
Society former president Bhimavarapu Subba
Reddy's son Bhimavarapu Gopi Krishna, who
is working as a software engineer, has donat-
ed Rs.1 lakh in memory of Bhumula Venkata
Reddy for the modernisation of the science lab
at the ZPH School at Nunna.

He handed over the cheque to ZPH School
Headmaster Vazrala Bhupal Reddy on Monday.

ZPH School alumnus Marreddi Padmavathi,
who has settled in Hyderabad, donated
Rs.20,000. The Nunna ZPH School started the
modernisation of the science laboratory with
the support of old students.

Headmaster Bhupal Reddy praised the

donors for helping with the modernisation of
the laboratory.

ZP High School First Assistant Surapaneni
Ravi Prasad and Naredla Satyanarayana Reddy
were present.

Rs1 lakh cash donated for
modernisation of school lab

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Krishna District Collector P
Raja Babu has appealed to the
public to attend the Spandana
programmes which are con-
ducted at the Mandal Offices
instead of those held at the
District Collectorate. “People
should prefer the mandal-level
Spandana for early settlement
of their problems,” he said.

The Collector conducted the
Spandana meeting at the collec-
torate in Machilipatnam on
Monday.

Speaking to the media later,
he said that a majority of the
petitioners were coming to the
Collectorate. However, the dis-

trict officials are re-sending
those petitions to the respective
mandals. So, people are advised
to give their petitions at the
Mandal Offices, he added.

If the problems are not
resolved at the mandal-level,
then come to the Collectorate.
Spandana programmes are con-
ducted at mandal and division-
levels also, he said.

Krishna Zilla Parishad Chief
Executive Officer Jyothi Basu,
DRDA PD PSR Prasad, DPO
Nageswar Naik, Municipal
Commissioner Chandraiah,
DSO Parvati, DM & HO Dr
Geethabai, MUDA VC Rajya
Lakshmi and others were pre-
sent.

Collector urges people to give
petitions at mandal-level Spandana

CPI for second flyover
at Singh Nagar in city
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Vijayawada city CPI leaders
have asked the District
Collector to take up the con-
struction of the second flyover
at Singh Nagar to avoid incon-
venience to the public. CPI city
secretary G Koteswara Rao
and others met Collector S
Dilli Rao at the Collectorate
here on Monday.

Later, they interacted with
the media and said that travel-
ling on the Singh Nagar flyover
which connects the main road
to Nuzvid via Singh Nagar,
Payakapuram, Prakashnagar
and Nunna was extremely dif-
ficult. Pedestrians and motorists
were facing severe problems
due to heavy traffic on this fly-

over and frequent traffic jams,
he said.

Employees, businessmen,
students and other people were
not able to reach their destina-
tion on time, he complained.
Keeping in view the increased
population, they requested the
Collector, who responded pos-
itively, he added.

He said that the Collector
and the municipal, R&B and
Railway officials will conduct a
joint inspection and take appro-
priate action in this regard.

CPI city assistant secretary
Nakka Veerabhadra Rao, secre-
tariat members KV Bhaskara
Rao, Mooli Sambasiva Rao,
working group members
Thunam Veeraiah and others
met the Collector. 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

A team of TTD officials visited
the National fame Kottakkal
ayurvedic research centre, hospi-
tal and pharmacy in Kerala.

The team comprising TTD
JEO Sada Bhargavi, CAO Sesha
Shailendra and SV Ayurvedic
Hospital, Superintendent Dr
Renu Dikshit were studying the
ayurvedic practices, including
Pancha karma treatment, online
and offline services, free and
paid services, free rooms and paid
rooms etc.

At the Ayurveda research cen-

tre, they studied the formulations
of Ayurvedic medicines and the
medicines in demand and also,
discussed over the Rs 500 crore
annual turnover and marketing
strategies of the Kottakal
unit.Thereafter the team called on
Dr P M Warrier, managing

trustee on all aspects of manufac-
turing, medical services, research
and marketing of products. They
also requested Dr Warrier to
send an experts team to TTD
hospitals and advise on improve-
ments and examine practices
and innovations etc.

TTD team visits Ayurvedic
research centre in KeralaPNS n ANAKAPALLI

Two teenage boys were
drowned in the River Sarada
at Tegada village in
Kashimkota mandal near here
on Monday. Police said that

the two deceased boys Pilli
Anil (14) and Yedida Prasad
(17) entered the river for a
bath and were drowned.
Massive search operation has
begun in the river to trace the
drowned boys.

TWO BOYS DROWNED 
IN SARADA RIVER
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PNS n KURNOOL

In a shocking incident, a
woman cremated the body of
her husband at her house in
Pattikonda town on Sunday.

CI Murali Mohan told the
media that Potuganti
Harchindra Prasad (60) died of
cardiac arrest on the night of
Sunday. His wife P Lalita cre-
mated the body of her husband
in the corridor of her house
itself on Monday.

The neighbours noticed
smoke and foul smell emanat-
ing from her house. When they
went there they were shocked
to see that she was performing

last rites to her husband in her
house itself.

She placed the body on the
corridor, dumped newspapers,
books, cartons and other waste

material on the body and set it
on fire. The body was burnt 90
percent. The neighbours
informed the police about the
bizarre incident. The police

shifted the skeleton to the
GGH.

The woman Lalita is suspect-
ed to be mentally unsound, the
CI said. The couple had two
sons. One son is working in a
private hospital here and anoth-
er son is working in Canada.
“Since nobody came to perform
the last rites of my husband, I
have cremated it in my house,”
Lalita told the police.

The incident is exposing
the dwindling family relations.
Though the son of the couple
is working here he did not
come, the neighbours lament-
ed while talking to the the
media.

Kurnool woman cremates
husband’s body in house

PNS n BAPATLA

The police conducted a cordon
and search operation and
destroyed 2000 litres of jaggery
wash meant for brewing illic-
it liquor at Chinabetapudi vil-
lage in Vedullapalli PS limits on
Monday.

Police here on Monday said
that 60 police personnel
including SEB personnel led by
DSP T Venkateswarulu con-
ducted a cordon and search
operation at Chinnabetapudi
village in Vedullapalli police
station limits.

The police team found 16 blue
colour plastic drums containing
1600 litres of jaggery wash and
another 400 jaggery wash at
Pedagang area. The jaggery
wash was stocked to distil coun-
try-made liquor. The police
team destroyed the jaggery wash.

SP Vakul Jindal warned of

stringent action against the
illicit liquor brewers and sell-
ers. He said that steps were
taken to eradicate illicit liquor
menace in the district. Cordon
search operations are conduct-
ed often in the country-made

liquor influenced villages. 
Cases under various sec-

tions are registered against the
illicit liquor brewers, the SP
said. He said that the PD Act
would be invoked against those
who resort to illicit liquor dis-

tilling and selling repeatedly,
and if needed, they would be
expelled from the district.  The
SP appealed to the people to
inform them about the unlaw-
ful activities to 83338 13228,
100 or 112.

2,000 litres of jaggery wash destroyed

PNS n TIRUPATI

As many as 15 pilgrims were
injured in two road accidents
which took place on the ghat
road on Monday.

Police said that a tempo
vehicle overturned at the six
curve on the first ghat road in
which 13 pilgrims were injured.
The injured were admitted to
the Ruia hospital. A group of
pilgrims from Karnataka came
to the hill shrine Tirumala on
pilgrimage. When they were
descending the hill in the vehi-
cle, the driver lost control of it
resulting in the vehicle dashed
the protection wall and over-
turned. 

The injured alleged that the
officials took over two hours to
shift them to the Ruia hospital

where the hospital staff insist-
ed they bring the OP slip to
provide treatment.

In another accident on the
ghat road, two women, belong-
ing to Telangana state were
injured in an accident which
took place on the 12 th curve
of the ghat road.  The car in
which they were travelling
rammed a road side arch in
which two women suffered
serious injuries and they were
shifted to the SVIMS.

It may be mentioned here
that six days ago, an electric bus
plunged into a gorge from the
ghat road at the 29 curve on the
ghat road in which over 30 pil-
grims were injured. The acci-
dent took place when the e-bus
coming to Tirupati from
Tirumala.

15 pilgrims injured in 2 accidents at Tirumala

Tension as YSRC, JSP
erect controversial
flexi banners
PNS n ONGOLE

The erection of controversial
flexi banners by the YSRCP
and the Jana Sena Party on the
main thoroughfares led to
tension and the banners were
later removed by the munici-
pal corporation staff in Ongole
and Visakhapatnam.

The YSRCP activists erect-
ed flexi banners in Ongole, in
which a giant image of Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy was printed with the
words ‘Pedalaku Pettandarlaku
Yuddam’. In the banner,
Chandrababu Naidu and
Pawan Kalyan were carried in
palanquin by the leaders.
Chandrababu and Pawan
Kalyan were humiliated in
the flexi banners, the JSP
activists alleged.

In reply to the YSRCP, the
JSP activists erected flexi ban-
ners in a controversial manner
depicting Jagan Mohan Reddy
with 10 heads. The image of
Jagan held an axe in his hand,
his shirt had blood strains and
the severed head of YS
Vivekananda Reddy was print-

ed near his foot.
Pawan Kalyan was shown to

be aiming at Jagan with a bow
and an arrow.
“Rakshasapalana Antam-
Prajapalanaki Arambam’ slo-
gan was also printed on the
flexi banner. The Jana Sena
activists tore off the banners
erected by the YSRCP at var-
ious places while the munici-
pal staff removed the flexi ban-
ners erected by the Jana Sena.

The Jana Sena activists
also staged a dharna in front
of the Collector’s office in
Visakhapatnam demanding
the removal of flexi banners
erected against  Pawan
Kalyan, which led to a tense
situation. In Visakhapatnam
also, the activists of both the
parties erected banners lam-
pooning their leaders. Jana
Sena activists staged a dhar-
na demanding removal of the
banners erected by the
YSRCP humiliating Pawan
Kalyan. The YSRCP activists
also rushed there, which led
to a tense situation. The JSP
activists tore the flexi ban-
ners.

Officials directed to take steps to
check diarrhoea in W Godavari
PNS n BHIMAVARAM

District Collector P Prashanthi
has directed the officials to
take steps to create awareness
among people to check the
outbreak of diarrhoea  in the
district.

The Collector held a meeting
with the officials here on
Monday and reviewed the pre-
cautionary measures being
taken to contain the diarrhoea
in the district and awareness
among the people in secretari-
at level. The collector reviewed
the 'diarrhoea control and ‘pre-
ventive measures' with the offi-
cials. She said that a wide range
of campaigns would be organ-
ised from June 5 to 17 under the
medical department on diar-
rheal.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Collector said that meetings
should be held at the secretari-
at level and steps should be
taken to spread the word about
diarrhoea. 

Collector Prashanthi said
that Control measures such as

sanitation, street food and
drinking water should be taken
to ensure that they are not
contaminated. Ice manufactur-
ing factories, private water
plants and cool drinks should be
regularly checked and the rele-
vant owners should be made
aware.

In schools, students should be
fully aware of hand hygiene.
People should be made fully
aware of how to control diar-
rhoea, if it outbreaks. If kids go

to the toilet more than three or
four times, they should be taken
to the doctor immediately.

When ORS should be given,
which hospital should the child
be taken to, where are the doc-
tors? Such information should
be provided to the people.
Special attention should be paid
to fishing villages, brick kilns,
construction sites, areas where
diarrhoea was prevalent in the
past.

The population of the district
is 19,16,738, out of which
1,28,419 children are under the
age of 0-5. The education staff
should visit every house where
there are children and educate
the mothers and give them
ORS packets and inform them
about the usage. The District
Collector said that from June 5
to 17, the programs set up on
diarrhoea control should be
spread widely with full coordi-
nation by the concerned depart-
ments. DMHO Dr.D
Maheswara Rao, In-charge
DCHS Dr.K Pravin Kumar and
other officials were present.

Buggana opens 
Kia Knowledge
Excellence Centre
PNS n KURNOOL

Minister for Finance Buggana
Rajendranath Reddy  inaugu-
rated the ‘Kia Knowledge
Excellence Centre’ on the
premises of ITI in Dhone on
Monday.

The ‘Kia Knowledge
Excellence Centre’ was estab-
lished at a cost of Rs 2 crore
with all modern technology
and other facilities.  The min-
ister inaugurated the lab. The
minister unveiled the pylon
on the occasion. The minister
formally launched the auto-
mobile, mechanical, welding,
computer, electrical, civil,
CNC, Daikin labs set up in the
new building in the presence
of the finance minister.

On this occasion, the gov-
ernment entered into agree-
ment with Kia. APSSDC MD
Vinod, Director of
Employment Training
Department Navya, Chief
Administrative Officer of Kia
Cub Dong Lee signed the
agreement documents in the
presence of the Minister of
Finance and Skill Training.

In order to train hundreds
of youths in 10 courses and 2
courses with one year dura-
tion of CVO and 8 courses
with duration of two years

have been launched. So far
484 girls and boys and girls
have been imparted technical
training in the Kia Knowledge
excellence, the minister stat-
ed. 

Buggana said that intern-
ship courses would also be
launched in the fields of
Electrician, Wireman, Fitter,
Turner, Machinist, Electronic
Mechanic, DM Civil,
Mechanical Motor Vehicle,
Mechanic Diesel,  and
Welder.The minister said that
a building would be con-
structed at a cost of Rs 5.5
crore for those who undergo
training the knowledge centre.

State Meat Corporation
Chairman Sriramulu, Done
MPP Regati Rajasekhar
Reddy, Done Municipal
Chairman Rajesh, Nandyala
District Collector Jilani
Samoon, APSSDC MD Vinod
Kumar, Employment and
Training Director Navya,  ITI
College Principal Badrinath,
MRO Vidyasagar Kia India
Pvt Ltd Industry Managing
Director Tae Jin Park, Chief
Administrative Officer Cub
Dong Lee, Head of Legal
Corporate Affairs Yoongi Ma,
Principal Advisor Somesekhar
Reddy were present on the
occasion. 

Arrangements for
CM’s visit inspected

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Narendra Modi
Government is implementing
Indira Gandhi's ‘Garibi Hatao,’
programme, BJP State President
Bandi Sanjay said.

Addressing the media on
Monday about nine years of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s government, Sanjay said
that programmes like the con-
struction of toilets, houses and
subsidised ration are being
implemented by the Centre.

He said that Rajiv Gandhi
himself admitted that there was
corruption and that if a Rupee
was sent the beneficiaries would
get only 15 paisa. That's why the
Modi government is giving
benefits direct to the beneficia-
ry without any chance of cor-
ruption through DBT.

He said that during ‘Maha
Jan Sampark Abhiyan’ they
are going to the public to
inform them about facts.

Modi made it clear that pol-
itics exists only till election and
that after that it is develop-
ment, Sanjay said. He said
that the credit of implement-
ing the good programmes of
the previous regime belongs to
Modi.

During Indira Gandhi's gov-
ernment, the slogan ‘Garibi
Hatao’ could not be imple-

mented. Realising why the
scheme could not be imple-
mented, he said that many wel-
fare schemes are now being
implemented for the poor
including construction of toi-
lets and distribution of sub-
sidised ration, Sanjay said.

Union Law Minister
Arjunram Meghwal said that
Indiramma houses were con-
structed during the Congress
regime, but nobody knows
whether they went to real ben-
eficiaries or to bureaucrats
and politicians.

He said that the Modi gov-

ernment has been handing
over houses after doing geo
tagging. 

He said that Modi himself
carried a broom during
Swachh Bharat and have been
modernising the Railways and
Railway Stations.

Earlier, Union Minister
Meghwal, Sanjay, Rajya Sabha
Member Dr K. Laxman, MLA
Eatala Rajender, former MLA
Yendela Laxminarayana and
BJP leaders NV Subhash and
Pradeep Kumar released a
book on development during
Modi’s rule.

Modi implementing Indira’s
‘Garibi Hatao': Bandi Sanjay

PNS n HYDERABAD

One month after the new
Secretariat started full-fledged
operations, Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao discussed
about locating the offices of all
Heads of Departments
(HODs) at one place.

The CM decided to house
their off ices near the
Secretariat as HODs work
closely with the Secretariat.
The CM asked officials about
the number of full-time staff
working under the HODs and
other aspects.

The CM asked officials to
find a spacious government
site near the Secretariat and
that after finalising the location
twin towers will be construct-
ed so that all HODs can be
housed at one spot.

During the review, the Chief
Minister expressed happiness
as the Secretariat has been built
in such a way that employees
can do their work without
hindrance in a pleasant envi-
ronment.

The CM asked CS
Shantikumari and other senior
officials about completion of
the infrastructure at the
Secretariat and the availabili-
ty of facilities.

The Chief Minister visited
the Martyrs' Memorial and

checked out the work there.
The CM directed R&B officials
to make arrangements for the
decennial celebrations by com-
memorating the sacrifices of
TS martyrs.

The officials said that all
works have been completed
and the final beautification is
going on. It has been suggest-
ed that a statue of Telangana
Talli should be installed in the
wide space in front of the
Martyrs Memorial.

The CM ordered R&B
Engineer Sasidhar to beautify
the statue with fountains on
both sides. The CM suggested
that arrangements should be
made for the convenience of
people who come to the
memorial without disturbing
traffic.

After that, the CM inspect-
ed the bridges built at BRKR
Bhavan. The bridges were built
to ensure that traffic is not dis-

rupted during the construction
of the new secretariat.

The CM reiterated that his
government is committed to
supporting traditional caste
professions. The CM said the
government will financially
support professional castes
and nomads like Rajaka, Nai
Brahmin, Pusala and
Budagajangala who survive
on the caste professions of BC
and MBC castes.

Sub-Committee Chairman
BC Welfare Minister Gangula
Kamalakar told the CM that in
the context of the govern-
ment's announcement that
financial assistance of Rs 1 lakh
will be provided in phases,
procedures will be finalised in
the next two days.

The Chief Minister ordered
the committee to finalise pro-
cedures as soon as possible and
start the scheme on Welfare
Day.

KCR mulls twin towers
for HoDs near Secretariat

̈ Inspects martyrs memorial
PNS n GUNTUR

District Collector M Venugopal
Reddy here on Monday
reviewed the arrangements
being made for Chief Minister
Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy’s visit.
The Chief Minister will partic-
ipate in the distribution of
agriculture equipment under
the YSR Yantra Seva scheme on
June 2 and the programme to
be organised at Chuttugunta
near here.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Collector directed the offi-
cials to work in a coordinated
manner to organise the Chief
Minister’s programme. The
Chief Minister is participating
in the programme in which he
would distribute tractors,  and
harvesters to the eligible farm-
ers in the second phase Yantra
Seva Pathakam.

Collector Venugopal Reddy
said that 793 tractors and 38
harvesters would be distributed

to the beneficiaries of NTR,
Guntur, Palnadu, Bapatla, West
Godavari, Eluru, Krishna and
Prakasam districts. Since the
Chief Minister is participating
and distributing the machinery
to the farmers all arrangements
should be made foolproof.

The Collector ordered the
officials to make arrangements
to provide drinking water, san-
itation at the area and parking
slots for vehicles at the venue.
Joint Collector Rajakumari,
Additional SP Supraja, DRO K
Chandrasekhara Rao, DRDA
PD Harihara Nath, District
Agriculture Officer N
Venkateshwarlu, Marketing
Department AD Raja Babu,
Horticulture DD Sujatha, Social
Welfare Department DD
Madhu Sudhana Rao, Mirchi
Yard Secretary Venkateswara
Reddy and Guntur Municipal
Corporation Additional
Commissioner Peddi Roja were
present.

‘Ponguleti,
Jupally may
not join BJP’
PNS n HYDERABAD

BJP National
E x e c u t i v e
C ommittee
M e m b e r
Huzurabad
MLA Eatala

Rajender said that it will be dif-
ficult to make suspended BRS
leaders Ponguleti Srinivas
Reddy and Jupally Krishna
Rao join the BJP as the
Congress is strong in
Khammam district.

DFuring a chit-chat with
journalists at the Daspalla
Hotel during a press confer-
ence by BJP leaders about
nine years of rule by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday, Eatala said that he
had been speaking to Ponguleti
and Jupally every day.

“They are counselling me.
So far I have only been able to
stop them from joining the
Congress. They have physical
difficulties in joining the BJP.
Khammam is still a district
with some Communist influ-
ence. 
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S
ix labourers were electrocuted to death after an electric pole they were erecting fell on
a high-tension overhead wire in Jharkhand's Dhanbad district on Monday, railway
officials said. Baghmara deputy superintendent of police Nisha Murmu said that the

incident took place near Nichitpur railway station, around 145 km from Ranchi. All of them
were working under a small contractor, who reportedly fled the spot after the incident, an
official said. Dhanbad divisional railway
manager Kamal Kishore Sinha rushed to
the spot after the incident. Confirming the
death of six workers in the incident, he
said, "A probe into the incident has been
initiated". Eyewitnesses claimed that eight
people were working at the site without
safety gear or switching off the election
connection. The two who survived ran
away in panic. Five dead in the incident
have been identified. Train services on the
grand chord line stopped at Dhanbad and
Gomoh junctions after the incident. 

P
eople in large numbers gathered at railway stations and crossings to catch a glimpse of
the Guwahati-New Jalpaiguri Vande Bharat Express as the semi-high speed train hurtled
through the green fields of the northeast on its inaugural run. The region's first Vande

Bharat Express aims to boost tourism, connectivity, trade and by cutting down the travel time
between the two cities by more than an hour. College-goers in traditional dresses danced to
Bihu tunes, schoolchildren waved the
tricolour and people threw flowers to
welcome the train at its five stoppages --
Kamakhya, New Bongaigaon, Kokrajhar,
New Alipurduar and New Coochbehar --
between Guwahati in Assam and New
Jalpaiguri in West Bengal. "This is a proud
moment not only for Assam but the entire
northeast. One of the most premium
trains of the country is now operating in
our region and it is a proud feeling,"
Majuni Begum, a college student, said at
the Kokrajhar station.

Jammu and Kashmir is on the cusp of development, Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha said on Monday as he called upon the people to cooperate in the
government's endeavours to develop tourism and infrastructure in the region.

Speaking at the inauguration of the first-of-its-kind full-fledged Jambu Zoo in the
Shivalik foothills here, Sinha said, "This much-awaited addition to the tourist
destinations of Jammu and Kashmir
was taken up under a languishing
project and it shall attract both
residents and tourists," Sinha said. The
foundation stone of the zoo was laid at
Nagrota on the outskirts of the city
along Jammu-Srinagar national highway
in September, 2016 to make it a major
attraction for animal lovers and tourists.
Of the total proposed area of 162
hectares for the zoo, over 70 hectares
have been readied in the first phase,
which will be accessible to the public. 

Six labourers electrocuted
to death in Jharkhand

People crowd stations to see
northeast's first Vande Bharat

Jambu Zoo thrown open to public;
J-K on the cusp of development

PNS n SHIMLA

The Modi government not only
focused on "seva (service),
sushan (good governance) and
garib kalyan (welfare of poor)"
but also bolstered the image of
India at the international level
in the last nine years, Union
minister Prahlad Singh Patel
said here on Monday.

Patel made the remarks while
presenting the nine-year "report
card" of the BJP-led government
at the Centre, highlighting its
achievements.

Releasing the report card
through power point presenta-
tion here, Patel said, "We are not
addressing a press conference
but presenting the report card of
our performance before the
people and are hopeful that they
would like to see the Modi gov-
ernment again in 2024."

Lauding the initiatives of the
Modi government, Patel said
free foodgrains to 80 crore peo-
ple, tap water connections to
11.88 crore households, 3.5
crore houses to the poor under

PM Awas Yojana, construction
of 11.72 crore toilets under
Swachh Bharat Mission, loans
worth Rs 39.65 crore to small
entrepreneurs, and Direct Bank
Transfer through Mudra Yojana
are unique welfare schemes.

He said Ayushman Bharat
for free medical treatment to
people up to Rs 5 lakh per
annum, free Covid vaccina-
tion to all and export of vac-
cination to 50 other coun-
tries, 9.6 crore free LPG con-
nections under Ujjawala
Yojana, four-laning road pro-
jects and major strides in

startups were the other initia-
tives.

Over 50,000 km of national
highways, 390 universities, 700
medical colleges, 15 AIIMS,
and highest railway bridge in
Jammu and Kashmir have been
constructed in the past nine
years, the minister of state for jal
shakti and food processing said.
Today, India is the second largest
manufacturer of mobile phones
and it ranks third in the auto-
mobile sector, he said, adding 40
per cent of the world's millet is
produced in the country.
Automobiles, telecommunica-

tions, ease of business, environ-
ment conservation and develop-
ment with mix of "puratan and
nutan" (old and new) and cul-
tural heritage and development
are roadmaps for future to be
achieved during the next 25
years of 'Amritkaal', he added.

The BJP-led government at
the Centre completed nine years
in office on May 26. Speaking on
the occasion, former Himachal
Pradesh chief minister and leader
of the opposition Jai Ram Thakur
highlighted the unflinching support
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to the hill state and projects like
AIIMS, Medical Device Park, Bulk
Drug Park, Atal Rohtang Tunnel,
and said that four lane projects
worth Rs 41,000 crore are under
construction or in the pipeline in
the state.

State BJP president Rajiv
Bindal said that India has got a
new identity at the interna-
tional level under the leadership
of PM Modi and the Indian
economy which was at tenth
place in 2014 has jumped to fifth
place.

‘Modi govt bolstered India's
image globally in 9 years’

PNS n IMPHAL

An uneasy calm prevailed in
Manipur, affected by ethnic
conflict, a day after a sudden
spurt in clashes and firing
between militants and security
forces, officials said on Monday.

The death toll from clashes
a day before rose to five on
Monday as three more people,
who were undergoing treat-
ment in hospitals, succumbed
to their injuries, they said.

Army and paramilitary per-

sonnel continued combing
operations in the Imphal valley
and surrounding districts, an
official said. The Army opera-
tion is aimed at confiscating
illegal caches of arms, he said.

Acting on a tip-off, a team
of Army personnel appre-
hended three miscreants from
Imphal East district on
Sunday, and later handed over
to the Manipur Police, a
defence spokesperson said.

The army recovered arms
and ammunition from them,

he said. "Responding to spe-
cific intelligence about armed
miscreants venturing openly
with the intention to carry
out an attack on security
forces in the area of City
Convention Centre of Imphal
East district.”

PNS n NEW DELHI

The combination of climate
change and population growth
poses a serious threat to India's
water security, and without ade-
quate measures to address these
challenges, water scarcity will
worsen with social, economic
and environmental impacts,
experts have warned.

According to the United
Nations (UN), India might have
already become the most popu-
lous country in the world with
over 142 crore people. However,
the government is yet to conduct
a census to give an official figure.

Experts highlighted the urgent
need for better water manage-
ment, policy reforms, and pro-
tection of natural ecosystems to
address the combined challenge

of climate change and population
growth on water security.

Climate change further exac-
erbates the challenges, they said,
with rising temperatures, altered
precipitation patterns, and sea-
level rise intensifying the water
scarcity problem.

According to Aditi
Mukherjee, an
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) author,
poor water management due to
distorted policies and incen-
tives has long plagued India's
water situation.

"Climate change aggravates
these problems by increasing
rainfall variability and extreme
weather events," she told.

Mukherjee highlighted the
historical impact of water-inten-
sive crops introduced during the

green revolution and faulty
urban design as contributing fac-
tors to India's water woes. Proper
policies, institutions, incentives,
and governance are necessary to

mitigate the water crisis.
The challenges faced by India

are not limited to water scarci-
ty.

Rising sea levels and storm

surges caused by intensifying
tropical cyclones result in saline
intrusion in coastal areas, further
diminishing freshwater
resources, she said.

Preserving mangrove forests
and adopting appropriate land-
use practices become critical to
protect coastal regions as tradi-
tional hard infrastructure like sea
walls offer only temporary solu-
tions, Mukherjee said.

With 18 per cent of the world's
population but only 4 per cent
of its water resources, India is
among the most water-stressed
in the world.

The per capita availability of
water will dip from 1,486 cubic
metres to 1,367 cubic metrs by
2031, according to the govern-
ment data.

The situation of water scarci-

ty worsens during summer in the
country.

Anjal Prakash, an expert and
research director at Bharti
Institute of Public Policy, Indian
School of Business, also stressed
that both climate change and
population growth pose signif-
icant challenges to water
resources in India.

"Rising temperatures accel-
erate evaporation rates, deplet-
ing surface water and ground-
water reserves. Altered precip-
itation patterns lead to unpre-
dictable monsoons, causing
floods in some areas and
droughts in others. These
extreme events reduce water
availability, adversely affecting
agricultural productivity,
water supply, and overall eco-
nomic stability," he said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Released late last night from
police detention, the wrestlers
are still contemplating their
next move even as they con-
tinued to get support from
sporting fraternity after police
action against top grapplers
was unequivocally con-
demned by political and
sports personalities.

Vinesh Phogat, Bajrang
Punia, Sangeeta Phogat,
Sakshi Malik and several oth-
ers were detained by Delhi
police on Sunday when they
attempted to move towards
the new Parliament building
for women's 'Mahapanchayat'.

Disturbing videos of police
action against elite wrestlers
emerged from Jantar Mantar,
which will now remain out of
bound for them. The
wrestlers are demanding
arrest of WFI chief Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh.

"We will let you know soon
what our next move will be.
We are still gathering our-
selves. I was released at 11pm
and Bajrang was released
around mid-night. We are
yet to meet at a common
place. We will soon discuss it,"
said one of the protesting
wrestlers.

The police, which has filed
FIRs against the trio of
Bajrang, Vinesh, Sakshi and
several others for violation of
law and order, has made it
clear that they will not allow
the wrestlers to return to
Jantar Mantar.

Meanwhile, India's first
individual Olympic gold
medallist Abhinav Bindra
denounced the police action
against the top wrestlers, say-
ing the treatment meted out
to grapplers left him "sleep-
less" and was "haunted" by the

horrifying images.
Unprecedented scenes of

police dragging Olympic and
world championships medal-
winning players, including
Sakshi, Vinesh, Punia and

Sangeeta Phogat, were wit-
nessed when the wrestlers
and their supporters breached
the security cordon ahead of
their march towards the new
Parliament building.

We are not addressing a
press conference but

presenting the report card
of our performance before

the people and are hopeful
that they would like to see

the Modi government
again in 2024.

PNS n NEW DELHI

India's first individual
Olympic gold medallist
shooter Abhinav Bindra has
denounced the police action
against the country's top
wrestlers at Jantar Mantar,
saying the "horrifying images"
had left him "sleepless" and
"haunted".

Unprecedented scenes of
police dragging Olympic and
world championships medal-
lists, including Sakshi Malik,
Vinesh Phogat, Bajrang Punia
and Sangeeta Phogat, were
witnessed when the wrestlers
and their supporters breached
the security cordon during
their march towards the new
Parliament building for the
planned women's
'Mahapanchayat'.

The wrestlers are demand-

ing the arrest of outgoing
WFI president Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh for allegedly
sexually harassing several
women wrestlers, including a
minor.

They had called for a
women's Mahapanchayat at
the new Parliament building
at a time when it was being
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Wrestlers  will soon
contemplate next move

Visuals of action against wrestlers
leave Bindra distraught

Manipur: Situation calm day after spurt in clashes

PNS n NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Monday exuded confidence
that the party will bag 150 seats
in the upcoming assembly
polls in Madhya Pradesh.

Speaking to the media after
the party's poll preparedness
meeting at the AICC head-
quarters here, he said the party
would continue its winning
streak in Madhya Pradesh after
emerging victorious in
Karnataka.

Gandhi along with Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
held a meeting of top party
leaders from Madhya Pradesh
where all state leaders stressed
on unity within the party.

Former chief minister and
Madhya Pradesh Congress
chief Kamal Nath and AICC

in-charge P Aggarwal was
among those resent during
the meeting.

"We had a lengthy discus-
sion. It is our internal assess-
ment that we got 136 in
Karnataka. In Madhya Pradesh
we are going to get 150 seats.
What we did in Karnataka we
are going to repeat that (in
Madhya Pradesh)," Gandhi
told reporters after the meet-
ing. The Madhya Pradesh
Assembly has 230 seats.

Gandhi parried a query on
Nath being the chief ministe-
rial face of the party.

Aggarwal said all leaders
gave their inputs for the
upcoming assembly elections.

"Everyone felt that all lead-
ers should contest the elections
unitedly and help the party win
in the state," Aggarwal said giv-
ing details of the meeting in
which Gandhi, Kharge and K
C Venugopal were present.

Nath said, "We all discussed
the strategy and the issues on
which the party should contest
these polls. We are all of the
opinion that we will enter the
poll fray unitedly".

Noting that over four
months are left for the polls, he
said it was a very important
meeting in which all senior
leaders were present.

‘Cong to get 150 seats in MP’

PNS n AGARTALA

Tripura Chief Minister Manik
Saha on Monday asserted that
his state has benefitted the
most in the Northeast from
the Centre's Act East policy.

He said the Maitri Setu,
which connects Tripura with
Chittagong Port and was inau-
gurated two years ago, will
soon be fully operationalised,
and the Agartala-Akhaura rail
link will be opened by year-
end. "Be it connectivity boom
or infrastructure building or
welfare activities, Tripura ben-
efitted the most among the
northeastern states since
2014," he said at a programme
marking the nine years of BJP
government at the Centre.

"Prime Minister Narendra
Modi extended broad gauge
railway services to the frontier
state, Today, 12 express trains
and four local trains run from
Agartala," he said.

Stating that the survey for
constructing another railway
line in Tripura is underway, he
said that of the target of con-
structing 888 km of national
highway, 374.04 km have
already been built.

‘Tripura benefitted
most in NE from
Act East policy’

PNS n GUWAHATI

Seven students of Assam
Engineering College were
killed on Monday after their
car hit a road divider and
then collided with another
vehicle in Guwahati, police
said.

Six others were injured in
the road accident, a senior
officer said.

The accident occurred in
the Jalukbari area of the city
when the speeding car of the
students hit a road divider
and then collided with a
pick-up van, he said.

Ten third-year students
left the college premises in
the car early this morning.

"Seven students died on
the spot, while three others

were admitted to the Gauhati
Medical College and
Hospital (GMCH) in critical
condition," the officer said.

The deceased have been
identified as Arindam
Bhallal, Rajkiran Bhuyan,
Niyar Deka, Kaushik Deka,
Emon Gayan, Upangshu
Sarma and Kaushik Mohan.

Three occupants of the
pick-up van, including the
driver, were also critically
injured and admitted to the
hospital, the officer said.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, who repre-
sents the Jalukbari con-
stituency in the state assem-
bly, visited the accident site.

Taking to Twitter, Sarma
said, "Extremely anguished
by the loss of young and pre-

7 college students killed in
Guwahati road accident

Army rounds up 25 miscreants with arms

IMPHAL: At least 25 miscreants with arms, ammunition and
grenades have been rounded up by Indian Army and para-military
forces across ethnic-strife riven Manipur, officials said on Monday.
A spokesperson for the defence forces said a number of people were
detained with weapons after fresh incidents of firing and clashes
broke out in and around Imphal valley. "During operations in Sansabi,
Gwaltabi, Shabunkhol, Khunao in Imphal East, Army apprehended 22
miscreants with weapons and other war like stores. Five 12 bore
double barrel rifles, three single barrel rifles, one country made
weapon with double bore and one muzzle loaded weapon were
recovered," he said in a statement.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Delhi University has rejigged
the norms for undergraduate
admission under the
extracurricular activities
(ECA) and sports quota as
the two categories will be
given 2.5 per cent supernu-
merary seats each, a varsity
official said on Monday.

Supernumerary seats are
those that are over and above
the intake approved by an
authority.

The number of seats
under the two categories
will now be calculated pro-
gramme-wise, not college-
wise as it was done earlier,
the official said.

DU rejigs UG
admission norms
for ECA, sports
supernumerary seats

PNS n MUMBAI

The Hindi film industry was
never the one to roll up its
sleeves and tackle issues head
on, says veteran actor
Naseeruddin Shah, asking
whether anyone will make a
movie on the protesting
wrestlers in the national cap-
ital.

The 72-year-old actor, a
vocal critic of the BJP-led
central government and some-
one who has in the past faced
backlash for his comments,
said there is nothing new
about the Hindi film industry's
stance on staying "mum on
important issues".

Shah, considered one of the
most respected performers in
Indian cinema, is returning as
emperor Akbar in ZEE5's peri-
od drama "Taj: Reign of
Revenge".

"The atmosphere of hate
makes it worse, makes it
stronger, and that's why this is
happening. So, everyone is
scared. Not that the Hindi film
industry was particularly polit-
ically or socially aware at any
stage. You had filmmakers

like K A Abbas, V Shantaram,
very progressive movies...

"But when has the Hindi
film industry ever rolled up its
sleeves and tackled a subject
which is crying out to be
tackled? Will anyone make a
film on these girl wrestlers,
who brought us medals...?
Will anyone dare make a film?
Because they are scared of the
repercussions. It is nothing
new that the Hindi film indus-
try is keeping mum on impor-
tant issues, they always have,"
the actor told PTI in an inter-
view.

Shah was referring to the
continuing protests by
wrestlers who have accused
Wrestling Federation of India
(WFI) chief and BJP MP Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh of sex-
ual harassment.

Stating that films are the
strongest medium as they get
across to most people, Shah
said, "Right now, it is Muslim
hate, which is very, very pop-
ular."

Elaborating on his claims
that the film industry stays
"mum" on important issues,
the actor said, "...I think they
all are scared of the amount
they have to lose and the per-
sonal harassment. I think the
imprisonment of young Aryan
Khan was a message that if we
can do this (to) Shah Rukh
(Khan) we can do it to any-
body, so watch out. That was
the message."

Shah was referring to Aryan
Khan's arrest in the drugs on
cruise case by the Narcotics
Control Bureau in 2021.

Nothing new that Hindi
film industry is keeping
mum on important issues

Climate change, population growth threat to water security



M
any times one is
forced to believe that
George Santayana’s

words “Those who cannot
remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it” were
made after studying the polit-
ical species in India. Recent
history in India is proof of
how narrow-minded and
reluctant our leaders were in
learning from the mistakes
and blunders committed by
their predecessors and con-
temporaries.

The year 1980 marked the
return of Indira Gandhi to
power after she was demol-
ished in the 1977 general
election by the combined
might of the Opposition par-
ties. The slogan “Indira is
India and India is Indira” was
torn to pieces by the United
Opposition. Nanaji Deshmu-
kh, a political leader-turned-
social activist remarked that
Indira was not even Rae
Bareli after the then Prime
Minister was trounced in the
election by Raj Narayan. (It is
a sad fact that how many
among us remember this
political comedian with the
green scarf on his head!).
With the Janata Party con-
stituents fighting unitedly
against each other and com-

ing crashing down within
two years, the electorate was
fed up and brought Indira
Gandhi back to power. Sadly
enough neither Indira Gandhi
nor the Opposition had learnt
anything from their failures.

Indira’s third tenure as
Prime Minister began in style
with her promise to the
nation that hers would be a
government that works and in
the next five years she would
provide drinking water and
power to all villages in the
country. The first scam of her
third tenure broke out with-
in weeks. The first budget pre-
sented by the then union
finance minister saw some
innocuous-looking alterations
in the finance act, a surrepti-
tious manner of helping per-
sons who stood by her during
the days when she was out of
power. The amendments in
the finance act helped Swraj
Paul, the UK-based entrepre-
neur to make heavy invest-
ments in DCM and Escorts,

two blue-chip corporate enti-
ties in India. Paul was on the
verge of taking over the two
Desi companies but the inter-
vention by Arun Bharat Ram
and Rajan Nanda, scions of
the groups who were the
Doon schoolmates of Rajiv
Gandhi saved the day for
DCM and Escorts.

The period 1980 saw the
introduction of colour TV in
the country, India hosting the
Asian Games 1982, the Non-
Aligned Movement summit,
Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meet etc and
Indira Gandhi was projected
as a global leader by the
Congress. But her handling of
the Khalistani extremism led
to her downfall. The truth is
that by the end of 1983, Ind-
ira Gandhi’s image had taken
a severe bearing while the
Opposition started lining up
behind S Chandrasekhar, the
then-president of the Janata
Party.

Had Indira been not
assassinated by her Sikh
bodyguards in the aftermath
of Operation Bluestar (the
Army action on Golden
Temple) she would have bit-
ten the dust in the 1985 gen-
eral election. There were
many scams also which

dampened the image of the
Prime Minister as well as the
Congress party. The sympa-
thy factor and the communal
polarization helped Rajiv
Gandhi to pulverize the
Opposition in the election
held in 1985. Rajiv too failed
to learn from the mistakes of
his mother and goofed up on
the Sri Lankan Tamil issue
resulting in him paying with
his own life.

After seeing the TV
images of President Joe Biden
hugging Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Hiro-
shima, the doubt that comes
to one’s mind is what would
be the US President’s attitude
when Modi pays a State visit
to the USA. The US Govern-
ment is waiting to take up
with him the human rights
violations in Kashmir, Uttar
Pradesh and Manipur. What
is of concern to the US is the
burning down of churches
and attacks on priests and
evangelists across India. All
we can do is wish the Prime
Minister a Bon Voyage and a
safe return.

(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist working as a Special

Correspondent with The
Pioneer. The views expressed

are personal)

I
t must have upset many Government and Bharatiya Janata Party supporters 
that the pomp and pageantry of the inauguration of the new Parliament 
building was accompanied with the news that the wrestlers at Jantar Mantar in

Delhi were manhandled by Delhi Police. They have been protesting against Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh who also happens to be
a BJP leader and parliamentarian. The Delhi Police has justified their action. “The
dharna and demonstration of the wrestling wrestlers were going on smoothly 
at the notified place of Jantar Mantar. Yesterday, the protesters flouted the law in a
frenzy despite all requests and requests. Hence, the ongoing dharna has been 
called off,” aDeputy Commissioner of Policetweeted in Hindi. That may be true, 
but the unsavory incident did take some of the shine off the grand event which was
presided over by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. At the heart of the issue is the 

ruling dispensation’s reluctance to act against Singh.
It is a well-known fact that he is a political force to
reckon with in not only the constituency in Uttar
Pradesh he presents in the Lok Sabha but also 
adjoining districts. So, there are political compulsions
in keeping him in good humour. But should these
compulsions override every other consideration?
What about the aspirations of sportspersons, their
expectation to have a dignified life without the 
rapacity of unscrupulous sports officials? Most 
officials honestly ensure that their youngsters
under their charge perform well, but there should be
prompt action against those who are accused 
of wrongdoing. That didn’t happen. Wrestlers, includ-

ing medal winners, had to protest in the heart of the national capital to get a police
report filed against Singh.

Besides, as we mentioned earlier, Singh is not exactly the kind of leader Modi’s
New India would project as an ideal leader. His image is that of a bahubali; years
ago, he was charged with the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act or
TADA for allegedly sheltering Dawood Ibrahim’s aide Subhash Thakur. He has faced
several other cases too, though he has never been convicted even in one of them.
That, however, is not surprising, because many bahubalis don’t get convicted for
long periods. The protection that Singh enjoys is inconsistent with UP Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath’s claim of being tough on crime. More importantly, it is also at odds
with the inspiring words spoken by the Prime Minister at the inauguration of the new
Parliament. He said, “Today, a New India is setting new goals and forging new paths.
There is a new enthusiasm and a new zeal. There is a new journey and a new per-
spective. The direction is new and the vision is new. The resolve is new, the confi-
dence is new.” Where does Singh fit into the new scheme of things?

Inconsistent

sell outside and get Rs 6 to Rs 12 more per
litre. AMUL is trying to procure the Milk
which otherwise would have gone waste
or procured by the manufacturers of Milk
products. It seems that still a lot of capital
expenditure will be needed with more cool-
ing points near the collection centres and
hence the move of AMUL to help the milk
producers should get due respect beyond
misunderstanding. Hope and Pray that we
rise above small bickerings and help the
White Revolution.

CK Ramani | Trichy 

INDO AUSTRALIAN RELATIONS

Sir — The bilateral relations between India
and Australia reached a new high in the
recently concluded Modi,s visit to that
country. The bonhomie started in 2014
when Modi. assumed charge as the P.M.
of India. It is not surprising that since 1986
when Rajiv Gandhi travelled to Australia
no Indian P.M. has found time to engage
with the latter given their disagreement on
contentious issues like nuclear disarma-
ment due to the cold war situation. With
time mutual bonding between the two
countries has not only strengthened but

also acquired a new dimension due to the
converging Internets in Asia as well by their
becoming Quad partners. This has pro-
duced a wider and greatest outreach in sev-
eral critical areas like education, defence
and security, science and technology,
trade and investment, education, green
hydrogen, critical minerals etc. 

Considering that the Indian diaspora
forms more than 3 % of the Austrian pop-
ulation, a bilateral agreement on Migration
and Mobility was reached to facilitate eas-
ier movement of people between the two
countries. This will open up opportunities
for students, businessmen, and research
scholars and also weed out illegal migra-
tion. It also acquires even more significance
given attacks on Hindu temples by extrem-
ists. The establishment of two new con-
sulates in Brisbane and Bengaluru is a step
towards their well-being. Dealing firmly
with such miscreants can pave the way for
a deeper, safe and secure connection
between New Delhi and Canberra.

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital

TEAM INDIA MUST BE FOR REAL

Sir — "Team India" will not turn into real-
ity just through mere dialogues and
rhetoric. Rather such a unity of people
states and Centre can happen not only
through mutual love and respect towards
each other but also by following the lines
and spirit of every word of the Constitution
to the full.

"Team India" will shine in its full glory
when everybody can exercise his/her free-
dom of speech and expression with head
held high and mind without fear (but with-
out taking resort to falsehood and charac-
ter assassination)! No social activist should
be detained in prison without concrete
proof of indulging in any crime, no jour-
nalist should be jailed for his "sin" of ven-
turing to the site of a gory crime, and no
comedian should be thrown behind bars
for any joke "uncracked" ie just based on
mere apprehension that he would "hurt" the
"sentiments" of some high and mighty!

A feeling of "Team India" will only
emerge when it would be seen that the pre-
cious resources time and energy are get-
ting invested in the welfare of common
people so that they can be provided
necessities of food attire shelter education
medical care justice and livelihood with all
children under the roof of the schools
instead of labour fields under the open sky.
If none other than the State is seen to spon-
sor/build temple statues glittering mansions
and luxurious amenities for the rich; a bond
of "Team India" in such an unequal envi-
ronment holds no chance to emerge!

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata

WITHERING WHITE REVOLUTION 

Sir — Dr Kurien must be turning in his
grave with the Politics being played over
the Milk Procurement in the Southern
states by AMUL. Reports suggest that out
of 2.30 crores litres of Milk that are pro-
duced in TN only 30 to 35 lakhs litres a day
are bought by The state Dairy Further the
present infrastructure can handle only 45
lakhs litres of milk. 

Amul's procurement levels have
dropped as the Milk producers prefer to
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Shielding WFI chief is inconsistent with claims
about the new Parliament

T
his refers to the news, New Parliament will
make Indians Proud ( May 27). Due to polit-
ical jealousy, the opposition parties (especial-

ly the Congress) are getting angry on account of
the failure of their petition in the Honourable
Supreme Court. Sri Narendra Modi ji led BJP gov-
ernment will be boastfully encashing the inaugu-
ration of the newly constructed Parliament House.
By just shrewdly speaking against the inaugura-

tion by Modiji, twenty-one opposition parties inclu-
sive of the Congress will bring down their digni-
ty in the minds of the populace as a whole. Besides
the fact that more than two dozen parties inclu-
sive of BSP have extended due support. It must
not be out of context to reiterate that the installa-
tion of all the latest modern equipment in the new
Parliament House will facilitate all the honourable
MPs to prepare questions and answers by mak-
ing good use of electronic gazettes. Very impor-
tant topics related to the upliftment of the coun-
try will be discussed with references easily avail-
able on redesigned seats. Modi government
should be praised with the free web for getting this
best building of democracy ready. Opposition par-
ties will also feel proud while criticizing govern-
ment policies in the luxurious Parliament House.

Yugal Kishore Sharma | Faridabad

the compliance burden for
businesses. This explains India
improving ranking in the glob-
al index on ease of doing
business, as the country
removed over 30,000 compli-
ances after 2014.

Modi has been persistent
in taking review meetings of
the ambitious multi-purpose
and multi-modal platform
Pro-Active Governance And
Timely Implementation (PRA-
GATI) to take stock of the
progress of infrastructure pro-
jects. Under his watch, sever-
al key projects saw the light of
day, even in Jammu and
Kashmir and the northeast. In
this, he was aided by Road
Minister Nitin Gadkari. If
there is anyone in the Council
of Ministers who has a say, it’s
Gadkari.

The Ganga Vilas, the
longest river cruise, was a
mega success, as the ship was
fully booked by tourists from
Switzerland, which also
announced the arrival of the
waterways in India.

Late Arun Jaitley and
Nirmala Sitharaman, and
Piyush Goyal briefly, have
served the country as Finance
Ministers during the last nine
years. They have tried to exe-
cute Modi’s vision and plans to
the best of their capabilities.
Modi’s economic philosophy is
influenced by the nudge the-
ory—that is, incentivizing

States to embrace the reform
agenda. He also wants to elim-
inate undeserving people from
lists of beneficiaries of welfare
schemes.

In Aadhar, Modi found a
tool for this purpose. It became
the mainstay of his economic
interventions, to ensure target-
ed delivery of subsidies
through specially crafted
schemes such as Rs 2,000
every four months for farmers,
contributory insurance and
pension schemes, construction
of houses and toilets, and also
adopting success stories from
states at the national level
with programmes like
Swamitva, which gives proper-
ty titles.

The Modi Government
also ticks the box on fiscal pru-
dence, and also for the fact that
the budgetary expansion has
been aimed at boosting infra-
structure building. Infrastruc-
ture development in the States
bordering China has been
remarkable; these States have
seen many projects getting
completed. The new Parlia-
ment building, which was
inaugurated on Sunday, is
another feat. While in the last
nine years, the Modi
Government has done well on
infrastructure and kept the
growth rate good (despite a
few dips earlier), on the job
front its record is not very
impressive. The endeavour to

skill youth, making them
employable, also leaves a lot to
be desired. The country does-
n't have credible data on
employment and other indica-
tors.

The issue of employment
generation in the absence of
credible data has become a
subjective debate. Youth are
aspirational; they want more
jobs, which are not forthcom-
ing. This often results in
unpleasant incidents, like vio-
lent protests against the launch
of the Agniveer scheme, dur-
ing the railway recruitment
examinations and their post-
ponements, etc.

The delay in Census 2021
is also unwarranted. The insur-
ance-based healthcare policy is
said to have become a hunting
ground for some unscrupulous
medical practitioners. Even
while petrol and diesel have
been costly for several months,
prices have mostly been mod-
erate for the essential com-
modities, even though the
LPG cost is making holes in
kitchen budgets. The Modi
Government has also failed to
launch a massive privatization
programme; it has been able to
sell Air India only. It has a lot
more to do to further liberalise
the economy and unleash the
animal spirits of private enter-
prise.

(Author is Contributing
Editor of The Pioneer)  

Taking stock of 9
years of Modi Govt

O
n May 30, 2019,
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi took the
oath of office for the
second time in the

forecourt of the Rashtrapati
Bhavan as the blazing sun sweat-
ed out the audience, who then
were more interested in finding
the missing names in the new
Council of Ministers. Modi had
guided the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party to a spectacular victory in
the Lok Sabha election, winning
303 seats in the Lower House of
Parliament.

There was no precedent in
the last decades of any party win-
ning two massive mandates in
back-to-back general elections.
People had given resounding
mandates to the Modi-led BJP,
and they truly expected a funda-
mental change in the way the
country was governed. Aspira-
tional democracy was the buzz-
word within the BJP circles, and
leaders in the saffron camp
claimed that the people voted for
Modi in the hope that their fate
will change for the better.

Half of the second tenure of
the Modi Government was
accounted for by the hardships of
the Covid-19 pandemic. Still,
Modi had six and a half years of
normal tenure. His government
was also comfortably placed in
Parliament. The BJP command-
ed an overwhelming majority to
the extent that the Opposition
ranks were most of the time beset
by self-doubt.

In the Rajya Sabha also, the
BJP was aided by the fence sitters
to get some of the most con-
tentious legislation, such as the
abrogation of Article 370 redun-
dant and criminalising the prac-
tice of triple talaq among
Muslims, passed. Even the con-
tentious farm laws were cleared,
though these have to be with-
drawn later.

So, the Modi Government
came out with flying colours as far
as the legislative business is con-
cerned, particularly the core agen-
da of the ruling party and the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh,
which were being mentioned in
manifestos since the BJP was
founded. The Modi Government
also ticks the box on reducing the
size of the statute book, eliminat-
ing redundant laws and lessening

The new Parliament House

The Modi Government has done well on infrastructure and kept the growth
rate good though its record on the job front is not very impressive

EVEN WHILE
PETROL AND

DIESEL HAVE BEEN
COSTLY FOR

SEVERAL
MONTHS, PRICES

HAVE MOSTLY
BEEN MODERATE

FOR THE
ESSENTIAL

COMMODITIES,
EVEN THOUGH THE

LPG COST IS
MAKING HOLES IN
KITCHEN BUDGETS

The unpredictable

world of politics
Politics is a field paved with landmines and traps. It is a dangerous world

and only the fittest will survive the arduous journey

MANISH ANAND

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN
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IF THE SOCIAL
SECTOR GAINS

FROM THE
CARING TOUCH

OF THE MODI
MODEL OF

GOVERNANCE,
THE ECONOMY
HAS TO LIE ON
FIRM LEGS TO

RUN THE
GROUND FULL

STEAM TO
ATTAIN THE $5

TRILLION TAG IN
THE NEXT FEW

YEARS AND
ALSO CLAIM THE

STATUS OF THE
FOURTH

LARGEST
ECONOMY

(The author is a policy 
analyst) 

T
he ninth anniversary of the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government is an occa-
sion to celebrate the successes of
statecraft passionately demon-

strated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in action with visible and verifiable impacts
on the ground. PM Modi has also shown
that decisive mandates deliver decisive gov-
ernments. Political pundits must examine
the achievements of the Modi government
by dropping their coloured lenses to cod-
ify the messages for all the political parties
in the larger interests of the country. 

Memory will certainly not fail to recall
the days of 2012-14 when a maverick acti-
vist held a kangaroo court at Jantar Mantar
to accuse and abuse each and everyone in
politics. The Arvind Kejriwal tribe attacked
the very institution of democracy by rais-
ing doubts in the minds of the people about
the political class. He poured a truckload
of muck on the participants of Indian
democracy. 

The first task of PM Modi was to restore
the trust of the people in the Indian democ-
racy. This was done in record time, as the
Jantar Mantar tribe shut their shops and also
joined politics. The record turnout of the
voters in the Lok Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions demonstrates that PM Modi has
restored the trust of the people in the Indian
democracy fully. Now, no one abuses
Indian democracy. Taking inspiration from
PM Modi, youngsters are quitting even
high-paying jobs to join politics. 

The greatest tribute to the nine years
of PM Modi’s achievements as head of the
government will be on the count of finan-
cial inclusion of over 48 crore people in the
banking system of the country. The over
one-third population of the country was not
seen as worthy to be part of the formal
economy by the Congress-led UPA govern-
ment. 

These 48 crore people were pushed into
the informal economy and also at the risk
of losing their hard-earned money to chit
funds and other financial fraudsters while
also being vulnerable to the moneylenders.
For the economists of the Congress pedi-

gree, these 48 crore people were not
deserving of being part of the
economy. 

When they joined the Indian
financial system on the call of PM
Modi for their inclusion, they
brought a whopping Rs1.90 lakh
crores in deposits to the banking
system. The Modi model of the
economy must be studied by all, as
the gains of financial inclusions were
not limited to the beneficiaries of
the Jan Dhan Scheme but even the
banks, which have been reporting
record profits while also meeting all
norms of healthy banking norms. 

PM Modi brought empathy for
the poor, women and the people at
large in his caring statecraft. He
brought the policy attention to
areas that were never paid attention
to. His first term addressed the dig-
nity of women in the country, who
had for ages been going in the dark-
ness for toilet needs. According to
the topmost priority to making
India a defecation-free country,
more than 11 crore toilets have been
built in the country. 

By sanctioning over four crores
of houses under Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana, the Modi government
has brought unprecedented changes
for the better in the life of the peo-
ple. Shelter and sanitation have been
the hallmark of the Modi model of
statecraft with empathy for the
vulnerable sections of society. It
should be examined why the
Congress-led governments never
thought of addressing the basic
issues that concerned the well-
being of the rural and the poor peo-
ple. 

BY ensuring sanitary napkins
for Rs 1, the Modi statecraft showed
that the well-being of the people is
at the core of the governance. This
was again seen when once in a cen-
tury pandemic struck the country.
PM Modi first ensured that none in

the country slept hungrily. His
intervention to protect the people
from hunger saw the launch of the
Pradhan MantriGaribKalyan Anna
Yojna for 80 crore people free of
cost, and 1121 lakh metric tonnes
of foodgrains were made available
to the population so that they
could meet the hardships caused by
Covid-19 outbreak. Access to
potable water is needed to safeguard
the health of the people and save
them from water-borne diseases. It
will be a task for the economists to
measure the savings for the people
on their out-of-pocket expenses due
to the expanding coverage of tap
water in homes. 

Har Ghar Jal (Jal Jeevan
Mission) is another example of the
Modi government thinking of the
well-being of the people, as more
than eight crore rural households
with more than 40 crore people have
benefitted under the programme. 

Har Ghar Bijli (Saubhagya-
Yojana) also saw close to three crore
households getting electrified under
the scheme, covering over 99.9 per
cent of the total households in the
country. By March 2023, over nine
crores of LPG connections were
sanctioned under Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana, fulfilling the pro-
mise of a ‘HarGhar Gas Cylinder’.
This again bears the Modi model of
economy’s concerns that the poli-
cies should think of the wellbeing
of the people, as it served to protect
the women from kitchen smoke.
Once more the women in the
country because of the policy inter-
vention of the Modi government
were protected from ailments due
to exposure to kitchen smoke. 

Under Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana (PMMY), close to 41 crore
loans have been sanctioned since
the launch of the scheme. Also,
there has been a growth of more
than 200 per cent in digital payment

volume during the last four years
since 2018-19. UPI transactions
alone have grown eight times in the
last three years, which is 50 times
in the last four years. 

With over 41 crore people in
India exiting poverty between 2005-
06 and 2019-20 due to the commit-
ted efforts of the Modi government,
we are today on track to eliminate
extreme poverty by 2024.

If the social sector gains from
the caring touch of the Modi model
of governance, the economy has to
lie on firm legs to run the ground
full steam to attain the $5 trillion tag
in the next few years and also claim
the status of the fourth largest
economy. The economy is making
good use of the extraordinary
expansion of infrastructure, span-
ning roads, ports, waterways and
airports, which hastened the mak-
ing of a well-knit Indian economy
with faster movements of goods. 

On the security front, the Modi
government has an unparalleled
track record of almost terrorism-
free track record. Also, India has
made its border infrastructure
robust with accelerated develop-
ments in states with long border
regions. North-eastern states are
well-connected with all parts of
India. Now, there is no reason in the
country, which is without being
connected with major cities in the
country. This has been shown to the
delegates who are taking part in sev-
eral meetings of the G20 all across
the country. 

By committing Rs 2.50 lakh
crore for the railway infrastructure,
the Modi government has brought
much-needed energy and capacity
to the national transporter, which
carries the size of the population of
Australia daily. It must be under-
lined that the Modi Era has laid the
grounds for the ‘Amrit Kaal’ for
India. 

Nine years of
inclusive progress

T
he role of digital technology in education is increasingly becom-
ing crucial globally, as it provides new and innovative forms of sup-
port to students, teachers, parents, and the learning process more

broadly. The Covid pandemic has made this process much faster, rel-
evant and robust. By deploying remote learning technologies through a
combination of TV, radio, online and mobile platforms, a large number
of institutions were able to cater to the educational needs of their stu-
dents. The G20 Education Working Group Meeting on ‘The Role of Digital
Technologies in Education’ comes as a key development in this regard,
highlighting a slew of present and prospective technological measures.
Identification of core areas and themes to promote possible research
and academic collaboration among educational institutions in G20 mem-
ber countries, is a huge development, as the group comprises some of
the most developed countries of the world, who use world-class research,
innovation and cutting-edge technologies in this domain.

The selection of priority areas for deliberations such as ‘Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy’,’Tech-enabled learning’, ‘Future of work’ and
‘Research and innovation collaboration’,- broad-based discussions with
enriching inputs from sectoral experts. There is little doubt that during
the past few years, G20 countries have made significant progress in
expanding the use of digital technologies for improving access to qual-
ity education, however, the sharing of more tangible and effective edu-
cational practices and experiences did help recognize where participat-
ing countries are and what they need to improve upon. Here, we can

collaborate to leverage technology further to achieve some common edu-
cational goals, as we still confront a lot of challenges in the process,
especially when it comes to ensuring quality learning opportunities for
all along with improving learning outcomes.

What the world including some of the G20 countries, need is acces-
sible, inclusive and equitable school education, higher education and skill
development. It is digital technologies that can bring parity in the qual-
ity and accessibility of education at all levels. For example, India has around
1.48 million schools, 265 million school students and nearly 9.5 mil-
lion teachers, with more than 20 regional languages as medium of instruc-
tion alongside 62 educational boards of instruction across the country.
Moreover, lakhs of students received their higher education in different
languages. In such a case, only digital technology can be expected to
provide equitable and inclusive education, as a lot of content and expert
teachers are still not available in regional languages.

Hence, the union budget 2023 emphasises much on digitisation of
education. The Digital India programme has received Rs 4,795.24 crore,
and to boost digital infrastructure, the government has proposed initia-
tives like Digital Libraries and Digital Universities. States have also been
urged to set up physical libraries at panchayat levels to provide infra-
structure for accessing the National Digital Library resources. Digital ini-
tiatives with a focus on artificial intelligence terming it a step towards
the ‘digital revolution’, have been hailed by all. Three centres of excel-
lence for AI and 100 laboratories in engineering institutions for devel-
oping applications using 5G services, will only add to this process of
digital revolution. Digital Universities aim to reach out to the remotest
regions of the country with quality, skill-based and job-oriented cours-
es and training. With the focus of the budget being on expanding reach,
improving quality education, building capacity and strengthening the dig-
ital education ecosystem, we can now expect to have a world-class school
and higher education system, which would be accessible to all.

(The writer is a senior journalist)

FIRSTCOLUMN
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
IN EDUCATION SECTOR

O
ne of the first things
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi did soon

after assuming office nine
years ago was dismantling the
Planning Commission with a
legacy of 65 years and setting
up the Niti Ayog in January
2015. Even as the chief minis-
ter of Gujarat earlier, Modi had
some ideas for a stronger
Centre-State relationship and
reforms. He hoped that Niti
Ayog would strengthen this
relationship.

However, Modi still faces
Opposition from the non-
BJP-ruled states. They have
been ganging up against him
due to their political differ-
ences. The new chief minister's
club is growing by the day as
they work in tandem.

Unsurprisingly, acting as a
pressure group, some non-

BJP chief ministers had boy-
cotted Saturday's Niti Ayog
meeting addressed by 

Modi. The conference's
theme was "Viksit Bharat
@2047: Role of Team India."
These chief ministers could ha-
ve participated and discussed
100 issues identified for the
session. Instead, they stayed
away.

Nineteen Opposition par-
ties also boycotted the inaugu-
ration of the new Parliament
building on May 28. They held
that President Draupadi
Murumu and not Modi should
have that honour. Those who
boycotted included Mamata
Banerjee (West Bengal), Ar-
vind Kejriwal (Delhi), Ashok
Gehlot (Rajasthan), K. Chan-
dra Shekhar Rao ( Telangana),
Bhagawant Mann (Punjab),
Nitish Kumar (Bihar), M.K.

Stalin (Tamil Nadu), Pinaray
Vijayan (Kerala), and Naveen
Patnaik (Odisha).

The last name was a sur-
prise addition as Patnaik had
been keeping equidistance
from both Congress and BJP.
He is said to have been upset
that President Draupadi Mur-
mu, hailing from Odisha, had
not been invited to the inau-
guration of the new Parlia-
ment.K.C. Rao skipped the
Niti Ayog meeting even last
year. Having a running battle
with the Centre, he claimed,
"Chief Ministers do not get
enough time to speak, and
after a few minutes, a bell rings
saying you should stop now."

Mamata Banerjee wanted
a revival of the Planning Com-
mission instead of Niti Ayog,
which she called a "paper
tiger". Other chief ministers

gave some excuses for their
absence, like prior engage-
ments. It was clear that they
worked in tandem.

It is not the first time such
boycotts have taken place.
Even during the Indira Gandhi
era, late Andhra Pradesh chief
minister N.T.Rama Rao
walked out of the National
Development Council protest-
ing against the Centre. Doyens
like the late Jyoti Basu.
Ramakrishna Hegde and oth-
ers, too, had walked out of the
NDC meetings. As for
Saturday's Ayog meeting,
should the chief ministers
have shown their anger by
boycotting it, or should they
have participated and
explained their misgivings?
They could have attended the
meeting and presented their
grievances or worn black flags.

After all, it was a forum for
interaction with other chief
ministers and the Centre.

The BJP sees the boycotts
of the Aayog meeting and the
inauguration of the new Par-
liament building as part of the
Opposition's "Modi hatred".

There have been several
questions about the relevance
of the Niti Ayog and its prede-
cessor Planning Commission.
While the Commission was
seen as a White elephant, the
Niti Ayog is seen as a toothless
institution.The Planning
Commission had two prima-
ry duties-implementation of
the five-year plan and provid-
ing Finances to the states.
NITI Aayog has no constitu-
tional or statutory sanction. Its
stated aim is to construct a
dynamic and robust nation.
Unlike the Planning

Commission, it has no finan-
cial role. It is mainly the coun-
try's premier think tank. The
Aayog has two hubs: "Team
India Hub" and "Knowledge
and Innovation Hub".

In addition to developing
long-term, strategic plans for
the Government of India, the
Aayog supports a federal coop-
erative structure. Critics say
that it should focus on the
implementation rather than
only concentrating on the rec-
ommendations of the policies.

India has emerged as a
major global economy. The
Ayog will be unable to trans-
form an unequal society into
a modern economy. It cannot
influence public or private
investment or policymaking. It
needs to answer specific ques-
tions like why 90% of the
workers are in the unorganized

sector. Ayog should evolve
into a much stronger organi-
zation. It lacks the states' con-
fidence, particularly from the
non-BJP chief ministers. peti-
tion among the states worked
well during the Covid period. 

The Prime Minister held
Zoom conferences and
involved the chief ministers in
pandemic relief. However, pol-
itics entered on Covid relief
later with the non-BJP chief
ministers complaining of step-
motherly treatment from the
Centre.

Overall, the NITI Aayog
needs to evolve into a much
stronger organization. If it
wants to be more effective, it
requires the trust of the non-
BJP chief ministers and their
active participation. Only then
a strong centre and strong
states will emerge.

PM Modi is facing united opposition from the non-BJP-ruled states. They have been ganging up against him despite their political differences

NITI Aayog must be revived for better Centre-State relations

SUMEET BHASIN

(The writer is a senior 
journalist)

Quality education can be imparted with digital
ecosystem and better resource allocation

RAJESH KUMAR SINGH

Prime Minister Modi has laid the ground for the ‘Amrit Kaal’ and his era
would be remembered for putting the country in the fast lane

KALYANI SHANKAR
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P
rivate equity major Warburg Pincus on Monday announced that it has acquired a 90 per cent
stake in non-bank lender Vistaar Finance for USD 250 million. The stake in the 13-year-old
company has been acquired through a combination of primary and secondary investments,

the PE major said in an official statement. The acquisition has been done in partnership with
banker Avijit Saha, who joins the company as the chief executive, it said. This is one of the biggest
financial sector bets taken by Warburg in the country, adding that Vistaar presently operates in 12
Indian states and has a customer base of
40,000 and over 2,500 employees. The stake
has been acquired by Warburg from existing
investors and the founders. The company had
over Rs 3,150 crore of assets under
management as of end-March, and its networth
has increased to Rs 1,210 crore after the
transactions with the overall capital buffers at 37
per cent, it said.Warburg Pincus' managing
director Narendra Ostawal said Vistaar has
emerged as a leading lender to small
businesses in semi-urban and rural pockets that
are underserved by formal sources of credit.

H
eidelbergCement India Ltd on Monday reported a 62.64 per cent decline in its net
profit to Rs 34.97 crore for the fourth quarter ended March 2023, on account of an
increase in input costs and lower sales volume. The company had reported a net

profit of Rs 93.61 crore in the January-March quarter of the preceding,
HeidelbergCement India, a subsidiary of Germany-based HeidelbergCement AG, said in a
BSE filing. Its total revenue from operation slipped 2.9 per cent to Rs 602.04 crore
during the quarter under review against
Rs 620.03 crore in the corresponding
quarter previous fiscal "Revenue
decreased by 3 per cent Y-O-Y, driven
by lower volume," the company said in
its earning statement. Besides, total
operating costs, including freight,
increased by 11 per cent, mainly "due to
higher input, transportation and other
costs". HeidelbergCement India's total
expenses increased 6.03 per cent to Rs
566.85 crore in Q4 FY23 against Rs
534.60 crore a year ago.

C
omptroller and Auditor General of India Girish Chandra Murmu has been reelected as
the external auditor of the World Health Organization (WHO) for a four-year term from
2024 to 2027. CAG is already holding this position in WHO for a four-year term from

2019 to 2023. "The present election was held on May 29, 2023 in the 76th World Health
Assembly in Geneva, where the CAG of India was reelected with an overwhelming majority
(114 out of 156 votes) in the first round
of voting itself," the CAG said in a
statement. CAG's appointment is a
recognition of its standing among the
international community as well as its
professionalism, high standards, global
audit experience and strong national
credentials, it added.  "This resounding
victory was made possible by the
sustained support and tireless efforts of
the Permanent Representative of India to
The United Nations at Geneva, his
officers and a special team of handpicked
officers from CAG," it said.

Warburg acquires 90 pc stake in
Vistaar Finance for USD 250 mln

HeidelbergCement India Q4 net
profit falls 62.6 pc to Rs 35 cr

CAG Murmu reelected as
external auditor of WHO 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Bullish on growth prospects
with a "healthy start" to Air
India's five-year transformation
plan, its chief Campbell Wilson
on Monday said the airline is
hiring 550 cabin crew members
and 50 pilots every month and
also expects to have six wide-
body A350 planes in its fleet by
the end of this year.

After taking over the reins
from the government in
January last year, Tata Group
has put in place various mea-
sures to turn around the for-
tunes of the loss-making carri-
er, including placing the largest
order for 470 planes and
expanding international oper-
ations. Talking about the air-
line's hiring plans, Wilson,
who is the Managing Director
and CEO, said there is no tar-
get per se, but about 550 cabin
crew members and 50 pilots are

coming in and trained afresh
every month.

"In the case of cabin crew
members, it is about ten times
and in the case of pilots, it is
about five times on an annual
rate of the pre-privatised air-
line," he told PTI in an inter-
view in the national capital.

According to him, this pace
of hiring will continue for
most of this year, taper off by
the end of this year and accel-
erate again towards the end of
2024. "It (hiring pace) will
match the induction of air-
craft". Against the backdrop of
the process of merging Air
India Express and AirAsia
India (now known as AIX
Connect), and Vistara with
Air India, Wilson said they are
also sensitive to the consolida-
tion that is subject to regulato-
ry approvals.

"There are people, and (they)
can fill in the roles. We are cal-

ibrating on who we are bring-
ing in from outside in accor-
dance with who exists with the
four airlines... we are consoli-
dating the airlines and growing
substantially," he said.

On what could be the staff
strength putting all the four air-
lines together, Wilson said it
would be around 20,000,

excluding those being hired as
part of the growth strategy.

Earlier this month, Wilson
told employees that Air India
and Air India Express have
hired more than 3,900 people,
including over 500 pilots and
2,400 cabin crew members,
since the start of this year.

"The first narrow-body air-

craft will come around July or
August. The first wide-body
aircraft (A350) will come
around October," Wilson said
about the induction plans from
the historic order placed for
470 planes earlier this year.

Currently, Air India has 122
planes and is expanding its
fleet. The airline expects to
have six A350 and eight B777
aircraft by the end of this year.
So far, the carrier has taken 9
B777 planes on lease.

In February, Air India
announced that it would buy
250 aircraft, including 40 wide-
body A350 planes, from
European aviation major
Airbus and 220 planes from US
aircraft maker Boeing under
separate deals.

The order comprises 40
Airbus A350s, 20 Boeing 787s
and 10 Boeing 777-9s wide-
body aircraft as well as 210
Airbus A320/321 Neos and

190 Boeing 737 MAX single-
aisle aircraft.

According to the Air India
chief, the true transformation
will happen from next year
onwards as it will get all the
leased aircraft, start retrofitting
old aircraft and deliveries from
order for 470 planes.

On the challenges ahead,
Wilson said it will be the sheer
scale and pace of change as the
airline was under-invested for
quite some years.

"So, the transformation that
the main airline needs is signif-
icant. It is also merging the air-
lines... building training capac-
ity and supporting the unprece-
dented growth path from a
standing start," he added.

About the domestic industry,
he said, "We all want a healthy,
growing and stable ecosystem
that is good for the consumers,
economy, travellers, airlines,
staff..."

The first wide-
body aircraft
(A350) will come
around October,"
Wilson said about
the induction
plans from the
historic order
placed for 470
planes earlier this
year.

RBI found gaps in corporate governance
at banks despite guidelines: Das
PNS n MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank has found
gaps in banks' corporate gov-
ernance despite  issuing
guidelines on the matter,
Governor Shaktikanta Das
said on Monday. Addressing
directors of bank boards, Das
said such gaps, which have
been mitigated, could have
caused "some degree of
volatility".

He also hit out strongly
against "smart accounting" to
conceal stress and bloat
financial performance.

"It is...a matter of concern
that despite these guidelines
on corporate governance, we
have come across gaps in
governance of certain banks,
with the potential to cause
some degree of volatility in
the banking sector," Das said
at the meeting specially con-

vened by the Reserve Bank.
Bank boards and manage-

ment should not allow such
gaps to creep in, he said,

adding that the RBI has taken
up such matters with the
banks at an individual level in
the past. It is the joint respon-

sibility of the chairman of the
board and the directors, both
whole-time and non-execu-
tive or part-time directors, to
ensure robust governance in
banks, the governor noted.

The RBI has also found
banks adopting "smart
accounting methods" to "arti-
ficially boost financial perfor-
mance", Das said, revealing
more about the modus
operandi. Banks try to con-

ceal the real status of stressed
loans by getting two lenders
together to evergreen each
other's loans by sale and buy-
back of loans or debt instru-
ments, persuading good bor-
rowers to enter into struc-
tured deals with a stressed
borrower to conceal the
stress, adjust borrower's
repayment obligations by
using internal or off ice
accounts, he said.

"We have also come across
a few examples where one
method of evergreening, after
being pointed out by the reg-
ulator,  was replaced by
another method. Such prac-
tices beg the question as to
whose interest such smart
methods serve. I have men-
tioned these instances to sen-
sitise all of you to keep a
watch on such practices," he
said.

CBI books Rolls Royce for
alleged corruption in AJT deal
PNS n NEW DELHI

The CBI has filed a corruption
case against British aerospace
and defence company Rolls
Royce PLC, top executives of
its Indian unit and arms deal-
ers for alleged "kickbacks" in
the procurement of Hawk 115
Advanced Jet Trainer aircraft
for the Indian Air Force and
Navy, officials said.

The CBI has registered a
case against Tim Jones,
Director Rolls Royce India,
alleged arms dealers Sudhir
Choudhrie and his son Bhanu
Choudhrie, Rolls Royce Plc
and British Aerospace Systems
under IPC section 120-B
(criminal conspiracy), 420
(cheating) and provisions of
Prevention of Corruption Act
after completing a six-year-old
preliminary enquiry registered

in December 2016.
Email sent to Rolls Royce

seeking comments remained
unanswered.

A British court order in
2017 also mentioned the
alleged involvement of inter-
mediaries and payment of
commission by the company
for swinging the deal, they said.

It is alleged that during
2003-12, these accused entered
into a conspiracy with uniden-

tified public servants who
"abused their official posi-
tions" in lieu of "huge bribes,
commissions and kickbacks"
paid by Rolls Royce to approve
the aircraft purchase.

The company paid interme-
diaries, even though the agree-
ments, integrity pacts and
associated documents of the
deal "prohibited such pay-
ments", the CBI FIR has
alleged.

Sensex, Nifty extend
gains to 3rd day 
PNS n MUMBAI

Benchmark stock indices
Sensex and Nifty rose for a
third straight day on Monday
amid positive trends in the US
markets and continuous for-
eign fund inflows.

Rising for a third session,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 344.69 points or 0.55
per cent to settle at 62,846.38
as 20 of its constituents ended
in the green. During the day,
it jumped 524.31 points or
0.83 per cent to 63,026.

The broader NSE Nifty
gained 99.30 points or 0.54 per
cent to end at 18,598.65 with
34 of its components closing in
green. In the three days of
gains, Sensex rose by 1,072

points or 1.8 per cent while
Nifty spurted by 313 points or
2 per cent. From the Sensex
pack, Mahindra & Mahindra
climbed 3.71 per cent after the
company reported an 18 per
cent jump in its consolidated
profit for the March quarter
and the highest-ever annual
profit of Rs 10,282 crore in
FY23. Titan, Tata Steel, HDFC,
UltraTech Cement, State Bank
of India, ITC, IndusInd Bank,
NTPC, HDFC Bank and Bajaj
Finserv were the other major
gainers.

HCL Technologies, Power
Grid, Maruti, Wipro, Tata
Consultancy Services, ICICI
Bank, Infosys, Tech Mahindra
and Hindustan Unilever were
the laggard.

BHEL logs
over 17pc rise
in new orders 
PNS n NEW DELHI

State-run engineering firm
Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd
(BHEL) logged over 17 per
cent growth in new orders
bagged in 2022-23 to Rs
23,548 crore compared to
the previous year due to its
diversified business approach.

BHEL secured new orders
worth Rs 20,078 crore in
2021-22, according to a com-
pany statement.

"BHEL secured orders
worth Rs 23,548 Crore
(excluding taxes) during
2022-23 in its power, indus-
try and export segments and
the company ended the year
with a total order book of
over Rs 91,336 crore (exclud-
ing taxes)," it stated.

FM slams Chidambaram's
comments on note withdrawal
PNS n MUMBAI

Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday criti-
cised Congress leader P
Chidambaram over his com-
ments on the withdrawal of Rs
2,000 currency note and said to
cast aspersions on matters of this
nature "does not augur well
with the former finance minis-
ter".
She was speaking to reporters
here as a part of press confer-
ences being held by Union min-
isters in different parts of the
country on the completion of
nine years of the Narendra Modi
government. 

Chidambaram on Monday
said the introduction of Rs 2,000
note and its subsequent
withdrawal have cast
doubt on the integri-
ty and stability of the
Indian currency.

He also said the
key economic indi-
cators are pointing
downward and there
is low confidence that
the economy will reach the
high growth path. The Reserve
Bank of India recently
announced withdrawal of Rs
2000 notes from circulation and
asked people to deposit it in
banks or get it exchanged by

September 30. Asked about
Chidambaram's comments,

Sitharaman said, "To cast
aspersions on the mat-

ters of this nature, cur-
rency, decision of the
central bank does
not augur well with
the former finance

minister who has
been with the min-

istry."  "The (UPA) gov-
ernment lasted for 10 years,

in which for a large part he was
finance minister. There were
several questions we had raised
in Parliament and we never had
a substantial answer for them,"
she said.

HC dismisses plea
challenging note exchange 
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday dismissed a petition
challenging the notifications
enabling the exchange of Rs
2,000 denomination currency
notes without any requisition
slip and ID proof, saying it has
been done to avoid inconve-
nience to citizens, and the
court cannot sit as an appel-
late authority on a policy
decision.

The high court maintained
it cannot be said that the
government's decision is per-
verse or arbitrary or it encour-
ages black money, money
laundering, profiteering or

abets corruption.
A bench of Chief Justice

Satish Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium Prasad
said this is purely a policy
decision of the government
and courts should not sit as an
appellate authority over the
decision taken by the govern-
ment. The high court said the
Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
is devoid of merits and dis-
missed the petition filed by
advocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay who challenged the
notifications by the RBI and
SBI enabling exchange of Rs
2,000 banknotes without req-
uisition slip and identity
proof.

Pradhan, Lawrence discuss deepening
cooperation in skill development
PNS n SINGAPORE

Union Minister for Education
and Skill Development
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Monday met Singapore Deputy
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong
and held fruitful discussions on
the existing cooperation between
the two nations, including deep-
ening engagements in the sectors
of technical and vocational edu-
cation, the Indian Embassy here
said.

Pradhan, who is on a three-day

visit to Singapore, also deliberat-
ed on ways to strengthen bilater-
al engagements in the field of skill

development with Wong, who
also holds the finance portfolio.
"Fruitful discussions on strength-
ening the existing cooperation
between India and Singapore and
deepening engagements in skill
development as well as technical
and vocational education," said
the High Commission of India in
Singapore in a post on LinkedIn.

During the visit, Pradhan will
be meeting various key ministers
of the Singaporean government,
including Senior Minister
Tharman Shanmugaratnam,

Foreign Minister Dr Vivian
Balakrishnan, Minister for Trade
and Industry Gan Kim Yong and
Education Minister Chan Chun
Sing.

Pradhan will also be visiting
various educational institutions,
including Singapore Spectra
Secondary School, Nanyang
Technological University (NTU),
Institute of Technical Education
and Educational Services
(ITEES), and Singapore
University of Technology &
Design (SUTD).

ONGC to invest Rs 1 lakh cr in
energy transition, targets net-zero 
PNS n NEW DELHI

India's top oil and gas produc-
er ONGC will invest Rs 1 lakh
crore by 2030 on energy tran-
sition projects as it targets net
zero carbon emissions by
2038, its chairman Arun
Kumar Singh said on
Monday.

The firm joins fellow state-
owned oil and gas firms
Indian Oil (IOC), Hindustan
Petroleum (HPCL), GAIL
and Bharat Petroleum (BPCL)

in preparing roadmaps for net
zero emissions as part of the
nation's commitment to deal
with the climate challenge.

Net-zero for a company
means achieving a balance
between the quantum of
greenhouse gases it places
into atmosphere and the
amount it takes out.

"We have done our internal
workings and are now confi-
dent that we can achieve net-
zero for Scope-1 and Scope-
2 emissions by 2038," Singh

told reporters here.
The company is planning

to scale up electricity gener-
ation from renewable sources
from 189 MW to 1 GW by
2030. It already has 5 GW of
project planned in Rajasthan
and is scouting for a similar
capacity, he said adding
ONGC would also look at off-
shore wind farms.

It is also looking at setting
up a 1 million tonne per
annum green ammonia plant
at Mangalore.

Solar capacity
installations
fall 48 pc to
1.9 GW 
PNS n NEW DELHI

The solar capacity addition in
India fell by 48 per cent yea-
on-year to 1.9 GW in
January-March period of
2023, according to Mercom
India Research.

The country had added 3.6
gigawatt (GW) of solar capac-
ity during the same period in
2022, the research firm said
in its latest report.

"India added 1.9 GW of
solar capacity in the first
quarter of calendar year 2023,
a 48 per cent decrease year-
over-year (YoY) compared
to the 3.6 GW added in Q1
2022," the report titled 'Q1
2023 India Solar Market
Update' said. On a quarter-
on-quarter (q-o-q) basis, the
installations were 30 per cent
lower compared to the 2.7
GW solar capacity installed in
October-December period
or fourth quarter in 2022.

Out of 1.9 GW, large-scale
solar projects accounted for
74 per cent of installations,
with rooftop solar making up
an additional 26 per cent.

India's cumulative installed
solar capacity currently
stands at 64.5 GW. As of
March 2023, the country's
utility-scale project develop-
ment pipeline stood at 58
GW, with an additional 58
GW of projects tendered
awaiting auction. India's solar
industry passed an important
milestone in 2022, setting a
new record with 13 GW of
capacity added. 

SBI raises USD
750 mn via bonds
on India INX
PNS n NEW DELHI

SBI, the country's largest pub-
lic sector lender, on Monday
raised USD 750 million under
its USD 10 billion Global
Medium Note programme to
fund its overseas business
growth. The fund was raised at
INX's Global Securities Market
(GSM), GIFT International
Financial Services Centre
(IFSC) at Gandhinagar from
global investors. The bonds
were issued through SBI's
London Branch to fund off-
shore business growth and
were priced competitively. This
demonstrates strong investor
confidence in the country's
largest bank and paves the way
for a strong pipeline of foreign
currency bond issuances this
year, it said.

Air India growing substantially; hiring  crew every month

Bank boards and
management should not
allow such gaps to creep
in, he said, adding that
the RBI has taken up
such matters with the
banks at an individual
level in the past.

"It is...a matter of concern that despite
these guidelines on corporate
governance, we have come across gaps
in governance of certain banks, with
the potential to cause some degree of
volatility in the banking sector" 
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Film based on first professional
Indian female WWE wrestler
Kavita Devi announced
K

avita Devi is known to be the first
professional Indian female wrestler
who took part in WWE and made

India proud and with her grit and deter-
mination proved that if given an oppor-
tunity, Indian women can achieve any-
thing and everything with their fighting
spirit.

Now an ambitious biopic on the very
talented and  awe-inspiring Kavita Devi
has been announced. The rights to
make a biopic on her life and times
has been acquired by producer
Pretty Aggarwal who plans to
make the film on a very  grand
scale.

It is interesting to know that
The Great Khali and Kavita
Devi share a special bond.
Kavita Devi was trained for
WWE under Khali. Before
joining WWE, Kavita pre-
viously wrestled on the
independent circuit
under the name of
Kavita and Hard KD.

Kavita Devi belongs
to a very humble fam-
ily who  was born in
a small village of
Haryana called Malvi
in Jind district. To
make this ambitious
film  now producer
Pretty Aggarwal has
decided to produce this
film along with prolif-

ic producer Zeeshan Ahmad. Now both
of them will together produce this biopic
in a very authentic manner.

Talking about the decision to produce
a film based on Kavita Devi,  Pretty
Aggarwal says, “Her whole life has been
very inspiring. In every stage of her life
she showed a lot of courage to fight all
the odds and proved her ability to win.

WWE has always been considered
as a male bastion. Later many
women from around the world

started taking interest in it and
professionally started partic-
ipating in it. But still there
was no female representa-
tion from India. But Kavita
Devi proved her mettle and
showed that Indian  women
are no less. She jumped into

the WWE ring with all her
might. Notably, after marriage
she wanted to quit playing, but

with her husband's support
she continued playing post her
marriage and brought many
laurels for India.”

The film will also show-
case how Kavita Devi's big

brother Sanjay Dalal has been
pillar of support since her
childhood and how he
helped shape her career and
made her into a tough
women who took the world
with a storm.

Producer Zeeshan Ahmad

is known for the recently released Irrfan
Khan starrer The Song Of The Scorpions
and is working on his next Main Atal
Hoon which is based on the illustrious
life of our former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Bajpayee. He is very excited to pro-
duce Kavita Devi’s biopic and can’t wait
for the shooting to begin.

Zeeshan Ahmad informs that the
writing of the film is in full swing and
once the script of the film is complete, we
will decide upon the beginning of the
shoot and take a call on the cast and crew
of the film.

When asked as an actor who would be
suitable to play Kavita Devi and does  he
has anyone who could portray her role,
he said, “For now, the film is in the writ-
ing stage and once we are done with the
writing we will take a call on that. Any
decision pertaining to this would be too
early. But one thing is sure that we will
choose a very talented actor for her role
in the film.”

Making a film on a women wrestler
who inspired many, is a proud moment
for Zeeshan Ahmad. He says that after
watching the film, not only Indian
women but women world over will get
a new perspective about life. He says,
“After achieving so much in life, it's a
shame that not many Indians are aware
of her achievements. The biopic on
Kavita Devi will not only make people
aware of her life and times, but it would
be inspirational for everyone and that's
the reason we are making this film.”

Lana Del Rey stops
show in Brazil to find
her missing vape

S
inger Lana Del Rey had an unlikely con-
cern onstage as she made her first live
performance in more than three years.

Taking the stage at the MITA Festival 2023
in Rio De Janeiro on Saturday, May 27, the
six-time Grammy nominee may have left her
fans scratching their heads as she stopped
the show because she lost her vape, reports
aceshowbiz.com.

In a video of her viral interaction with the
audience, the 37-year-old quickly paused her
show to ask for her fans’ help to find her
missing vape.

“And also if you see my vape onstage... Can
you find my vape onstage,” she asked in
between songs.

As fans rushed to point it out for her, Lana
excitedly asked, “You did? Where, though?”
Learning that it was impossible for her to
reach for the vape from where she was stand-
ing, she decided to forgo it. “Oh, all the way

in the pit? F**k it,” she
exclaimed, before con-
tinuing her perfor-
mance.

After the clip made
its way out online,
some people were
baffled as to why
Lana needed vape
onstage. “THC or
Nicotine?” one
Twitter user won-
dered.

Another labeled the
“Summertime Sadness”
songstress a “nic addict.”

A third person asked,
"This not weird to y’all?”
while a confused user chimed
in, “I’mA I supposed to laugh?
Hahahaha? Cringed.”

Maniesh Paul unfolds his
five never-seen-before
avatars in his digital
debut in Rafuchakkar

M
aniesh Paul hits it out of the park in his digital debut
Rafuchakkar releasing on Jio Cinema, the teaser
proves his worth as a versatile actor generating

excitement amongst the audience. 
After an impactful and impressive performance in Jugjugg

Jeeyo last year which led to a streak of awards for the actor,
Maniesh Paul has pushed his boundaries to unveil different
facets of his versatility in his OTT debut - Rafuchakkar. Known
for his innate wit and spontaneity, Maniesh Paul has earlier

impressed the audience with his comic timing on screen, how-
ever, Rafuchakkar delves deep into the acting prowess of the
actor, exploring the intense and versatile performer within him.
Donning five different looks, Maniesh plays a con artist in the
show. 

Talking about the show, Maniesh Paul shares says, “After
Jugjugg Jeeyo, Rafuchakkar feels the right step as an actor. I
love the challenge to push my boundaries and mould myself
into different characters. And I have been fortunate enough
to experiment with five characters in one for Rafuchakkar espe-
cially as it marks my digital debut as well. Special shout-out
to Jio Studios for instilling their faith in me to play a role so
drastically different from my personality. It has been a won-
derful experience, from going through a series of combina-
tions and experiments for every look to the interesting process
of actually slipping into them, I felt like I lived ages and lives
in just one show.”

From a distinctive moustache, sporting a turban, to a
suave and sassy man with grey hair and beard, Maniesh
Paul is seen slipping into different avatars for the char-
acter. The teaser for the Jio Studios’ Rafuchakkar was
recently unveiled offering a sneak peek into the world of
deceit, presented by Maniesh, piquing the interest of the
audience for the fun-filled and thrilling show. 

Directed by Ritam Shrivastava, Rafuchakkar stars
Maniesh Paul in the leading role alongwith Priya Bapat
and others.

D
irector Quentin
Tarantino is facing a
claim from a strip club

manager called NorCal
Lowlife he once splashed out
$10,000 to lick.

Lowlife - also known as
Page Rad - was apparently a
senior worker at Hollywood
nightspot Crazy Girls, and
told the tale about the Pulp
Fiction director, who is said to
have a foot fetish as he often
lingers on his leading ladies'
toes in his flicks, on a podcast
called Get in the Car, reports
femalefirst.co.uk.

He said when Quentin
apparently visited the club,
without specifying when, the

filmmaker requested a VIP
room and the company of the
dancer with the “biggest t***”
and “biggest ass” there.

Lowlife said he went to a
security room and watched
the action on CCTV, adding:
“He’s sitting down, she’s about
to do her little... take her top
off. And he gets up, throws
her on the f****** seat, takes
her boots off one by one, both
shoes, just starts licking the
bottoms of her feet, sucking
toes.”

Lowlife claims the licking
lasted about half-an-hour,
and added by the end of it the
stripper's “feet looked likea
you know when you take a

bubble bath? Like prunes’”.
He added about the price

Quentin, who has two chil-
dren with wife Daniella Pick,
39, allegedly paid: “I think he
gave her 10 Gs.”

In 2010 Uma Thurman, 53,
whose feet were lingered over
by Quentin in his Kill Bill
epic, toasted the director at a
Friar's Club roast by serving
him champagne in her black
velvet Louboutins.

At the same event, Eli Roth,
51, who starred in Quentin's
“Inglourious B*******' made
the bad-taste Holocaust joke
that the director had a “big-
ger shoe collection than
Dachau.”

Tarantino ‘splashed $10,000 to lick stripper's
feet until they wrinkled like prunes'
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I
ncreasing global warming is resulting in
extreme heat waves across India.
According to research by the Lancet,

India saw a 55% increase in deaths due
to extreme heat between 2000-2004
and 2017-2021. The IMD report
predicted a heat wave across most
parts of India between April to June
2023. 

Over the recent weeks, temper-
atures in most parts of Andhra
Pradesh, and Telangana have
breached 40° Celsius resulting in
State Governments issuing advi-
sories to manage the ongoing
heatwave. Recently, the
Telangana government issued an
orange alert in 28 out of 33 dis-
tricts.

A heat-related illness is a clinical
spectrum of disorders that results
from exposure to extreme environmen-
tal heat and the body’s inability to effi-
ciently regulate heat. It can develop very
rapidly and is not always obvious before it
becomes life-threatening. 

Four main medical disorders resulting
from excessive exposure to heat waves are as
follows:

Heat Rash: Skin redness and pain with pos-
sible swelling, blisters

Heat Cramps: Painful spasms of leg and
abdominal muscles associated with profuse
sweating.

HEAT EXHAUSTION: Fatigue, weakness,
dizziness, headache, nausea, vomiting, mus-
cle cramps and sweating

Heat Stroke: profound weakness; disorien-
tation, convulsion or altered mental status

General guidance for management
of Heat related illnesses:

p Mild heat related illnesses like Heat rash,
heat cramps can be managed with passive
cooling and rehydration

p In case a person is suffering moderate heat
related illnesses like heat exhaustion, the
patient should be taken to cool place, loosen
their clothes apply wet cloth and give sips
of water

p For severe cases with a person witnessing
a heat stroke, the patient should be imme-
diately shifted to the nearest health center.
Until then, shift the victim to a cool place,
sprinkle cold water, fan the individual and
cold water sponging4   should be done.

p Heat edema involves mild swelling of feet,
ankle and hands while prickly heat is asso-
ciated with pruritic, maculopapular, erythe-
matous rash typically over covered areas of
body
Key measures to minimise impact of heat

wave and associated heat related illness:
Some individual groups like senior citizens,

children and pregnant women are more vul-
nerable to heat related illness and should be
extra cautious during these months. It is
important for susceptible individuals and their
carers to have a basic knowledge of heat relat-
ed illnesses and their prevention as well as first
aid assistance may help mitigate the impend-
ing impact of heat waves.

The role of hydration is very important, and
people should maintain adequate hydration.
Only water is not sufficient, the body also
needs electrolytes like Sodium, Potassium etc.
Electrolytes are important for vital functions
like maintaining water balance. They are also
important for functioning of important organs
like heart, brain, muscles, and nerves. Recovery
from heat-related illness can be supported by

c o n -
sumption of

adequate fluids containing electrolytes. A drink
with adequate fluid, electrolytes and energy
replenishes the body with minerals that are
commonly lost through sweat and help keep
the body hydrated.

A recent Indian study reported that fluid,
electrolytes and energy deficit can have high
impact on recovery from heat related illness-
es and majority of participating physicians
across specialties agree that oral fluid, elec-
trolytes  and energy management with ready-
to-drink formulations can improve recovery
speed in acute non-diarrheal illnesses. It is rec-
ommended to replenish fluids/electrolytes for
mild to moderate heat related illnesses.
Formulations containing electrolytes like
sodium help to maintain the right balance of
fluids and absorb nutrients while potassium
and calcium are associated with muscle func-
tions and magnesium can be vital in heat
acclimatization. However, if symptoms persist
or condition worsens then it is advisable to
consult a healthcare professional.

Other measures to prevent heat
related illnesses:

p Avoid going and working out in the sun in
the afternoon.

p Use a hat and damp cloth on your head,
neck, face, limbs if you work in the peak
hours.

p Use the night air to cool down your home.
Open all windows and shutters during the
night and the early morning when the out-
side temperature is lower. Close windows
and shutters especially those facing the sun
during the day

p Wear lightweight, light-coloured, loose
and porous cotton clothes

p Use light bed linen and sheets to avoid heat
accumulation

p Use protective goggles, umbrella/hat, shoes
or chappals while going out in sun.

p Avoid alcohol, tea, coffee and carbonated
soft drinks as they dehydrate the body

p Eat small meals frequently. Avoid high-pro-
tein and stale food.

p Use oral rehydration solutions which helps
to re-hydrate the body

p Take bath with cold water frequently
p Seek medical help if you feel dizzy, weak,

anxious or have intense thirst and headache.
p Move to a cool place as soon as possible

‘I never want to be plush and

sheltered in this industry’
N

ot busy trying to make a good impression
on others or having any unusual tastes, the
evolving actress of this industry, Radhika

Madan, who had her humble beginnings on the small
screen, is presently only looking for admiration from
her fans and nothing else. After having a success on
the same small screen with Saas Bahu Aur Flamingo,
it turns out the madness that she took over in the
series, which was so palpable to see in every frame
of hers.

Besides this, her upcoming film Sanaa is making
its own international rounds! Isn’t this a sign that
the actress’s vision is finally coming to fruition? We
would like to believe so.

When we received the opportunity to interview
this Delhite from the heart, the only thing that was
going on in our minds was to know how Radhika
Madan is getting on so well nowadays, especial-
ly with a hit remake in her hands. That’s
Soorarai Pottru!

Radhika, who is still not obsessed with her
status symbol,  sparks the conversation then
and there: “It’s been so long; I was waiting
for my movies to receive that critical
acclaim that I have been yearning for. It’s
under way! For me, exhibiting the shades
that I have inside of me was way too impor-
tant, and these days it’s coming alive. My
team and I were after his (producer of a big
banner) life for an authentic audition! He
agreed, and there I was, ousting the star
kid in the movie and helming it on
my own.” 

So by now you must have
understood how the actress'
tastes vary wildly in the
kind of cinema she
chooses. She further
shares, “While we as
artists are delineating
any character, the line
between the good and
the bad blurs for us.
I am not allowed to
bring my personal
ideologies into the
frame. For example,
when I was film-
ing Saas
B a h u
A u r

Flamingo, shooting or stabbing felt like an everyday
activity to me because my character was pretty used
to it already. What I used to do was wake up, imme-
diately leave for the director’s office, and only return
when the office shuts down because I was adamant
about knowing every detail about who my charac-
ter is. No matter how vio-
lent she may seem
on-screen, I
had no
p e r -

s o n a l
judgements.”

Well, there was dejection too in
her life, as she recalls the moment
her previous film, Mard Ko Dard
Nahi Hota, got shelved for a year

and a half. She was doing nothing
in between, and surprisingly, she
left her television career at its
peak! She describes it very clear-
ly: she left the commercials and

started chasing her dreams.
Meanwhile, what she was hearing

around her was that she was never
going to make it. Well, here is
Radhika Madan solidifying every
movie that’s coming her way. We
continued our run on with her: “I
never want to be plush and shel-
tered in this industry — make
me as uncomfortable as you can

while lending me roles. Give
me strange, foreign roles. This
is going to be my daily
reminder to not let myself
feel comfy here.”

She was told she’s not
pretty enough for a certain
role; this was coming
from a really gigantic
production house in B-
town, and what

Radhika understood
was, “The casting director

told me she’ll fix this issue. I
was wondering — how on
earth can you fix my appear-
ance? She was immovable in

styling me for my looks wherever I was spotted! I
am not from Bombay, and I recognised that she was
trying to make me feel insecure so that she could
keep me in control. I stepped up and told her a big
no. I cannot go under the needle; I cannot step out
of my house like a diva. I don’t need paparazzi in
my face. That's just not me.”

We were glad to know that the actress has a few
interaction moments with Dimple Kapadia to

share with us, like, “She’s a student of life;
she never stops learning. She’s up to

the present moment nervous on
sets! That was appalling for us as

young actors before her; are we
not prepped enough to con-

tinue to go through my
mind? But at the same
time, we were experienc-
ing her power too. We
bonded over breakfasts
and dinners! I some-
how seemed very
pencil-thin to her
(Radhika laughs);
she sent smoothies
for me. I was delight-
ed! She was really the
matriarch, even in
real life.”

She confirms she
was the super con-

fused girl who was
being manoeuvred by

others. She, in fact, did-
n’t know what to do with

her life, so she started to
copy her brother. She didn’t

have a dream of her own; it was
later on that she discovered

dancing and acting. So after doing
seven back-to-back films and making

so much progress, she is now not dicey
about whether the character is headstrong or

confused.
She continued, “The diaspora has changed so

much too. Earlier, when I used to have conversations
with my friends, only 7 to 8 films were being made,
and not everybody was employed. Today, when we
speak, each and every friend of mine has a movie
in their bag. Even the filmmakers have started to take
chances! I dont think Saas Bahu Aur Flamingo would
have been made for bigger screens if not for OTT.
Nobody has an excuse for being unemployed in this
industry now.”

The hearsay in the industry is that Radhika Madan
has given the movie Sanaa a global stage, and talk-
ing about the same, she clarified, “I was intimidat-
ed; I was horrified to take my film on an interna-
tional stage at first. The selection came as a shock
to me! I kept on wondering, ‘How the hell on earth
did they connect to it? I wouldn't lie; I was panic-
stricken on the red carpet. After all of this, I realised
that our hearts translated to the international audi-
ences because they couldn’t understand the inside
jokes. With every screening in a new international
city, it was becoming so special for me because peo-
ple aged 60 and older were also coming and hold-
ing my hand to support me. They don’t know me,
but they connected with me because of the art. “In
spite of being a woman-centric film, even men could
connect to it!”

Something about Soorarai Pottru “I came down
to Hyderabad to shoot for the remake. The
Hyderabadi food was the highlight for me on the sets!
I saw a female gaze in my character that made me
say yes to this remake. The director’s heroine was
not meek; she was ready to take on the world, and
that was appealing to me. My role is more power-
ful than the male character in the director’s own way.
She made me feel empowered! She was always in
control; there were no hassles on the sets of
Soorarai Pottru.”

Actress
Radhika Madan, who

had her humble beginnings
on the small screen, has turned

out to be an admiration for many of
the audience. Well, that's what even

she’s looking for! In an exclusive chat
with The Pioneer, the actress, who

recently made a remarkable performance
starring alongside veteran actress
Dimple Kapadia in Saas Bahu Aur

Flamingo, discusses her choice
of films, solidifying every
movie that's coming her

way, and more.

H
ave you ever noticed that sometimes you get
facial acne and puffiness when you are con-
stipated, or you feel irritated because you

are bloated? Probably, yes, without knowing it’s
related to your digestive health! Face acne can lead
to a lack of confidence, which may impact your pre-
sentation at work or even dim your mood before
a party. It shows that bad digestive health affects
daily life in more ways than once. Often overlooked,
our digestive system plays a vital role in overall well-
being.

Everyone knows the digestive system is respon-
sible for breaking down food, extracting nutrients,
and eliminating waste. When our digestive system
functions optimally, our bodies receive the neces-
sary energy and nutrients. However, if our diges-
tive system is not in good shape, it may struggle
to break down and absorb these nutrients effective-
ly, leading to potential health problems.

According to a recent research, a staggering 69%+
Indians consume less fibre than their recommend-
ed daily allowance (as per RDA 2020 for men &
women in the sedentary category of work). Dietary
fibre is an essential component as it aids in main-
tenance of normal digestion, keeps you fuller for
longer and facilitates regular bowel movements.

Maintaining a healthy gut contributes to a robust
immune system. A significant portion of our
immune cells reside in the stomach. A balanced and
diverse gut microbiome — the collection of
microorganisms in our digestive tract — helps sup-
port immune function and protect against harm-
ful pathogens. Taking care of digestive health is cru-
cial for bolstering the body’s defence mechanisms.

Beyond physical health, the gut is often called
the “second brain” due to the intricate connection

between our digestive system and mental well-
being. Imbalances in the gut microbiota can
impact mood, cognition, and even the risk of men-
tal health disorders. By nurturing our digestive
health, we can promote not only a happy gut but
also a happy mind.

Fibre-rich foods such as wheat-based products,
multigrains, cereals, fruits, leafy vegetables, etc. aid
digestion, offering a wide range of nutrients, vit-
amins, and minerals contributing to the overall
digestive well-being. Surprisingly, as per the
responses to Digestive Quotient test, only 26% of
individuals consume multigrain daily, while 19%
do not consume it at all.

But how can one maintain a healthy digestive sys-
tem?  Dolly Kumar, Founder and Director of Gaia,
Cosmic Nutracos shares several simple yet effec-
tive steps you can take for your digestive health:

The food we consume directly affects our diges-
tive health. A balanced diet rich in vegetables, fruits,
whole grains, and lean proteins provides the fiber
and essential nutrients necessary for a healthy diges-
tive system. Fiber promotes regular bowel move-
ments and helps prevent constipation. It also sup-
ports the growth of gut bacteria, which benefits the
body.

Regular Exercise

Physical activity is not only beneficial for car-
diovascular health and weight management but also
plays a role in maintaining a healthy digestive sys-
tem. Exercise helps to stimulate the muscles in the
digestive tract, promoting efficient digestion and
preventing issues such as constipation. You must
get at least 30 minutes of exercise most days of the
week.

Managing Stress

Stress has a significant impact on the digestive
system. Chronic stress can disrupt the natural bal-
ance of the gut, leading to digestive issues such as
indigestion, bloating, and even irritable bowel syn-
drome (IBS). Practicing stress management tech-
niques, such as deep breathing and meditation, or
engaging in hobbies can support a healthy diges-
tive system.

Getting a Good Night's Sleep

Quality sleep is essential for overall health and
maintaining a healthy digestive system. Lack of
sleep can result in imbalances in gut bacteria and
contribute to digestive problems. One needs at least
7-9 hours of restful sleep each night to support opti-
mal digestive health.

Avoiding Smoking and Excessive
Alcohol Consumption

Smoking and excessive alcohol consumption can
harm your digestive system. Smoking increases the
risk of acid reflux, stomach ulcers, and digestive
cancers. Excessive alcohol consumption irritates the
digestive tract and disrupts the balance of gut bac-
teria. It's best to quit smoking altogether and con-
sume alcohol in moderation, if at all, to support a
healthy digestive system.

Taking Probiotics

Probiotics, beneficial bacteria, support a healthy
gut microbiome. They help maintain a balance of
good bacteria in the digestive system, promote
proper digestion, and support immune function.
Consider incorporating probiotic-rich foods such
as yogurt or a probiotic supplement to enhance your

digest ive
health.

Here
a r e
some
addi-
tional
t i p s
f o r
maintaining a
healthy digestive system:

Stay hydrated: Drinking adequate water supports
digestion and prevents constipation. Consuming
plenty of fluids will flush out toxins from your sys-
tem and keep you hydrated.

Practice mindful eating: Chew your food thor-
oughly, eat slowly, and savour each bite. It aids
digestion, promotes better nutrient absorption
and allows you to recognize feelings of fullness.
One must also maintain regular eating pat-
terns, avoiding skipping meals or overeating
in one sitting, as it can strain the digestive
system. Avoid eating late at night, which can
lead to indigestion and disrupt sleep qual-
ity.

Limit processed foods & sugary
drinks: Processed foods are high in
unhealthy fats, sugar, and artificial addi-
tives. They can disrupt the gut bacteria
balance and hinder the functioning of
your digestive system.

Taking care of your digestive health
is an ongoing journey requiring con-
sistent effort. Remember, small changes
in your lifestyle can lead to significant
improvements in your well-being.

Maintaining a healthy digestive system for overall well-being

Beat the heat but
don’t miss prepping
for its illness 
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AP n LONDON

England head coach Brendon
McCullum expects James

Anderson and Ollie Robinson to be
fit for the Ashes clash with Australia
despite ruling the pace bowlers out
of this week's Test against Ireland.

Anderson strained his groin
while on Lancashire duty and
Robinson suffered an ankle issue
playing for Sussex earlier this month.

The pair will remain sidelined
when England host Ireland at Lord's
in a four-day match prior to the first
Ashes Test.

The five-match series against
Australia begins on June 16, but
McCullum is confident Anderson
and Robinson can return in time for
the opener in Birmingham.

"For the first Ashes Test, I think
they should be fit," McCullum said
on Monday.

"They won't be fit for this one
against Ireland. We'll just have to
monitor it over this next sort of
while, but we've got some great
options right throughout the squad.

"When I first took over this job,
people said there wasn't much depth
in English cricket and I disagree with
that completely.

"I think there is an immense
amount of depth and we've got plen-
ty of good options throughout the
squad."

England already have fitness
concerns over a number of other
bowlers, with Jofra Archer and Olly
Stone struggling with elbow and
hamstring problems respectively.

With Anderson and Robinson
ruled out, Stuart Broad will lead the
bowling attack against Ireland but
Mark Wood will have to be assessed
before a final decision is made on his
fitness. "He is bowling over there at
the moment and seems to be getting
through his work so hopefully he
will be fine too," McCullum said of
Wood.

"We've still got a couple of days
and will make the decision when we
need to, but he seems to be progress-
ing well."

All eyes were on captain Ben
Stokes during England's training ses-
sion on Monday.

There are doubts over how
much he will bowl this summer fol-
lowing an Indian Premier League
series where he only played twice

and sent down just one over for
Chennai Super Kings.

McCullum remains positive the
talismanic all-rounder can still make
an impact with the ball.

Asked if Stokes will bowl against
Ireland, McCullum responded: "I
don't know. You'll have to ask Sto-
kesy. He's progressing well too. "He
looks really fit as well, looks in great
order and has a big smile on his face.

"He is delighted to be back
around the group and as our leader,
having that sort of energy he brings
is fantastic so again we'll monitor
that and see what happens. "I think
he'll bowl at some stage throughout
the summer, yeah, no doubt.

"He is a world class all-round-
er and if he is able to bowl, fantas-
tic. If not, we'll find a way."

PTI n AHMEDABAD

B
Sai Sudharsan led the
charge with a terrific 96 as
defending champions

Gujarat Titans set Chennai
Super Kings an imposing target
of 215 in the IPL final here on
Monday.

Sudharsan struck eight fours
and six sixes to make his runs
from a mere 46 balls, forging
crucial partnerships along the
way and helping GT find their
feet in the summit clash, after
Shubman Gill perished for 39
and Wriddhiman Saha failed to
go beyond his half-century.

Put in to bat, Gujarat Titans
posted a formidable 214/4.

A big moment arrived in the
game as early as in the second
over when Tushar Deshpande
had Gill flicking a delivery on
the leg side, as if executing a
well-planned delivery, but with
no success.

Deepak Chahar, positioned
at short fine leg, spilled a regu-
lation chance but Gill also could
not hurt CSK the way he did
Mumbai Indians a few nights
ago, here.

Saha piled further pressure
on the bowler, collecting 16
runs off the third over and pro-
viding the Titans momentum.

Gill followed with three
consecutive fours off Desh-
pande, but Chahar's poor luck
continued when spilled a tough
return catch off Saha's bat.

The two drops indeed pro-
ved costly as GT reached 62 for
no loss after the powerplay.

However, the brilliance of
MS Dhoni ended Gill's sensa-
tional IPL with the bat, stump-
ing the batter for a 20-ball 39
(7x4s) off Ravindra Jadeja (4-0-
38-1) in the seventh over.

With 890 runs in 17 match-
es with three centuries and four
fifties, an average of 59.33 and
strike rate of 157.80, the 23-year-
old Gill finished with the second
best performance for any batter
in IPL history.

Saha brought up his second
fifty of this IPL in the 13th over
but his 64-run stand with B Sai
Sudharsan ended in the 14th
over, with Chahar getting him
caught by Dhoni.

Saha hit five fours and a six
to make 54 from 39 balls.

The second highest run-
scorer for Gujarat Titans this
season, Sudharsan accelerated to
his third fifty in this IPL, bring-
ing it up with consecutive fours
off Matheesha Pathirana.

The young left-handed bat-
ter from Chennai recovered
well from a sedate start to accel-
erate after the 14th-over mark,
hitting three fours and a six off
Deshpande and two sixes against
Theekshana. In fact, Sudharsan
was on 36 from 25 balls when
Saha was dismissed, and on the
next 21 balls he faced, the 21-
year-old smacked 60 runs.

However, in the final over,
Sudharsan's carnage ended as
Pathirana pinned him in front of
the wickets for his first break-
through in the game.

GT skipper Hardik Pandya
scored an unbeaten 12-ball 21.

PTI n ARUNDEL

Batting mainstay Virat Kohli
joined the national team's

training session on Monday at
the picturesque Arundel Castle
Cricket Club along with left-arm
seamer Jaydev Unadkat, who
seemed to have recovered from
left shoulder injury.

India will play Australia at
the Oval in the one-off Test from
June 7 to 11. The BCCI on
Monday shared pictures of the
members of the team, including
Kohli, pace duo of Umesh Yadav
and Mohammed Siraj on their
official twitter handle.

"Team India members begin
their preparations for the
WTC23 at Arundel Castle
Cricket Club," BCCI said in a
tweet. While Kohli, Umesh and
Siraj were seen jogging in their
new training kit, off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin could be
seen rolling his arm over at the
nets.

Unadkat was also engaged
in a discussion with head coach
Rahul Dravid and bowling
coach Paras Mhambrey. Chete-
shwar Pujara, who has been
playing for Sussex in the English

county circuit to prepare for the
final, also was seen arriving in
the training ground.

Umesh and Shardul Thakur
were among the first batch of
Indian players to arrive for the
WTC final.

Skipper Rohit Sharma and
young Mumbai opener Yashasvi
Jaiswal have also reached, while
the last batch including Ravindra
Jadeja, Shubman Gill, Moham-
mad Shami, K S Bharat and Aji-
nkya Rahane, will be leaving on
Tuesday following the IPL final
in Ahmedabad. Jaiswal was in-
cluded in the squad as a stand-
by player after Ruturaj Gaikwad
informed BCCI about him get-
ting married on June 3-4.

India had finished runners-
up in 2021 after losing the
WTC final to Kane Williamson-
led New Zealand by eight wick-
ets in Southampton two years
ago.

India won't play any warm-
up game as the English County
Championship is on and also
this being an ICC event, the
England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) is under no obli-
gation to arrange practice
matches for the visiting team.

PTI n LONDON 

Former Australia skipper
Ricky Ponting believes that

India will play both Ravindra
Jadeja and Ravichandran
Ashwin in the World Test
Championship final against
Australia, starting June 7.

Ponting, a three-time ODI
World Cup winner, also reckons
that India should try out left-
handed batter-keeper Ishan
Kishan for the marquee match
scheduled at the Oval.

"I think they will pick Jadeja
and Ashwin because Jadeja can
hold that No. 6 batting spot. His
(Jadeja) batting has improved
that much that they can pick
him as a batter now who might
just bowl a few overs if required,"
Ponting told in ICC Review
Podcast.

Ponting then explained the
reason behind his view.

"There is no doubt that
Ashwin is a more skilled and
better Test bowler than what
Jadeja is, but if Jadeja can hold
down that batting spot and then

as the game goes on, getting into
the fourth and fifth day, if it does
start to turn, then you have got
that really high-class second
spin bowling option if required,"
he explained.

Having played a host of
Ashes games at the Oval during
his playing days, Ponting expects
a lot of turn on offer.

"Historically, the Oval pitch
has been a very good batting
wicket. It's generally offered
something for the fast bowlers
on day one, not a lot. But I have
also played some games there
where it has turned a lot. If it
starts a little bit dry, it can turn
a lot."

With no Rishabh Pant avail-
able for this game, Ponting feels
Ishan Kishan with superior bat-
ting skills, should get a go.

"If I was them [India],
knowing the importance of this
game — and you have to win
this Test match — I'd be going
with Ishan Kishan in this game,"
Ponting said.

"He provides that little bit of
X-factor that you need when you

might be pushing for a win in a
Test match. Obviously, if
Rishabh Pant is fit, he is playing,
and he provides that X-factor for
India.

"But with him not being
there, and this is no blot on
Bharat whatsoever, but I think
Kishan just provides that little bit
more X-factor, who'd do a good
job with the gloves but can pro-
vide that really high-scoring
run rate that is required in a one-
off Test match to push for a win."

In a one-off Test, Ponting
wants as many x-factor players
as possible.

"I'd be going with as many
X-factor players as I could and
put some real pressure back on
Australia."

Ponting was happy to see
Ajinkya Rahane make a come-
back to Test squad but also felt
that his positive intent in first
phase of IPL, did help his cause.

"Jinks (Rahane) has had an
incredible IPL as well. It's funny,
isn't it, how IPL runs can now
get you picked back into a Test
match squad," Ponting said.

"Jinks has been on the outer
for the last couple of years in Test
cricket, but everyone saw how
confident he looked and how
well he played in the IPL and
that was enough to get him back
in."

Ponting feels that Test crick-
et is easier for Rahane compared
to his recent exploits in IPL for
CSK.

"He (Rahane) has been there
and done it before in Test crick-
et. It was probably a bigger hur-
dle for him to climb to get back
into playing really good T20
cricket than it is for him to go
back and play good Test crick-
et.

"His make-up is much more
suited to the Test game than it
is to T20 cricket. He has redis-
covered some confidence and if
he does get picked, I won't be
surprised to see him get runs in
that Test match. He has always
been a really high-quality play-
er and we saw him even with his
leadership qualities in Australia,
in that last series to turn things
around."

PTI n NEW DELHI 

The Badminton World Federation
(BWF) has decided to extend the ban

on the new 'spin serve' until the conclusion
of the Paris Olympics and Paralympic
Games next year. The ruling will be applied
from the Thailand Open Super 500 tour-
nament starting in Bangkok on Tuesday.

Ahead of the Sudirman Cup, the BWF
had put an interim ban on the use of the
experimental serve until May 29, 2023. 

"After consultation with the bad-
minton community, BWF Council believed
it best to forbid the ‘spin serve' for anoth-
er 15 months so as to not impact the
Olympic and Paralympic qualifying peri-
ods and the Games themselves," the BWF
said in a statement.

BWF extends ban
on ‘spin serve' 

PTI n NEW DELHI 

The International Cricket
Council is expecting a sell-

out crowd for at least the first
four days of the World Test
Championship final between
India and Australia at The Oval
in London from June 7.

The ICC has also kept a
reserve day for the title clash if
weather plays spoilsport.

"We have been working
very closely with the local organ-
ising committee (ECB) to ensure
it is a great spectacle for the fans.
We are expecting full crowds for
each of at least the first four days.
We know we are heading in the
right direction. "It has created
huge interest in terms of fans,

and two best teams in the world
will be slugging it out, it is set to
be a fantastic event.

"We hope the weather stays
clear so we can get the full
amount of cricket, though we
have a reserve day to make up
for lost time," said Wasim Khan,
ICC general manager of crick-
et, in a select media interaction.

The final of the inaugural
edition also involved India, who
finished runners up to New
Zealand in Southampton two
years ago. Asked why the game
is being played in the UK for the
second edition in a row, Wasim
said the location goes well with
the scheduling of the final. The
Oval also serves as a neutral
venue for both teams.

PTI n BANGKOK

Following a decent show in Malaysia,
star Indian shuttlers, including PV

Sindhu and Kidambi Srikanth, will look
for consistency as they begin their cam-
paign in the Thailand Open Super 500
badminton tournament beginning here
on Tuesday.

While Sindhu had reached the semi-
finals last week, Srikanth signed off with
a quarterfinal finish in Kuala Lumpur and
the duo will look to go deep in the draw
to keep their hopes of winning a title.

Double Olympic medallist Sindhu
had come close to breaking her title jinx
when she reached the finals of Madrid
Spain Masters but Srikanth has struggled
since his epic run on way to the Thomas
Cup victory last year.

The 27-year-old from Hyderabad,
who slipped two places to world number
13 this week, will face Canada's Michelle
Li in the opening round, while Srikanth
will look to take a few tips from HS
Prannoy when he takes on Malaysia

Masters finalist Weng Hong Yang of
China.

While a win for Sindhu is likely to put
her face-to-face with China's sixth seed
Wang Zhi Yi, Srikanth will have to com-
pete with third-seeded Chinese Shi Yu Qi
if he can cross the opening hurdle.

Lakshya Sen, who has slipped out of
the top 20 following a dismal run this sea-
son, will open against Chinese Taipei's
Wang Tzu Wei. Sen had lost to Angus Ng
Ka Long of Hong Kong in straight games
last week.

Orleans Masters winner Priyanshu
Rajawat will also be in the fray this week
when he squares off against Malaysia's Ng
Tze Yong in the opening round.

After skipping Malaysia Masters,
India's top doubles pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty will be
back in action this week, taking on
France's Lucas Corvee and Ronan Labar.

Men's pair of Krishna Prasad Garaga
and Vishnuvardhan Goud Panjala,
women's pair of Ashwini Bhat K and
Shikha Gautam are also in the fray.

Kohli joins Team India
training ahead of WTC final

ICC expecting full
crowds for at least first
four days of WTC final 

Sindhu, Srikanth eye good show in Thailand

WTC Final: Ponting picks both Jadeja and Ashwin in playing XI

Anderson, Robinson expected to be fit for England's Ashes bid

SUDHARSAN'S 96 TAKES GT TO 214/4



Pawan Kalyan-Sai Dharam bring in a ‘fire
combo’ in new poster of Bro

P
eople Media Factory, in collab-
oration with ZEE Studios, is
coming with their next film star-

ring Pawan Kalyan-Sai Dharam Tej’s
Bro ,  written and directed by
Samuthirakani. Trivikram pens the
screenplay, dialogues. 

Every promotional material from
Bro, including the title motion poster
to the first look posters of Sai Dharam
Tej and Pawan Kalyan were a hit with
fans.

Much to the delight of fans, after
the individual first looks, a combo
poster featuring the both the stars of
Bro was out today. 

Sporting a grey tee and an off-white
pant with black shades tied to them,
Pawan Kalyan places his right leg on
a bike as Sai Dharam Tej watches on,
gracefully smiling and donning an
off-white over-coat with a brick-red
shirt. Both stars look dapper and styl-
ish in their new avatars in Bro.

While Pawan Kalyan was intro-
duced as the titular character (Bro),
Sai Dharam is cast as Mark a.k.a
Markandeyulu. S Thaman scores the
music. The powerful Sanskrit hymn
‘Kaala triguna samshlesham…’
penned by lyricist Kalyan
Chakravarthy was one of the major
highlights in the recent promos that
created new records.

“I thank the fans of Pawan Kalyan,
Sai Dharam Tej for appreciating the
promos immensely. I’m thrilled how
audiences are making an effort to
understand the deeper meaning of
the sloka. The hymn, on the lines of
the ‘kalah pachati bhutani’ from
Mahabharatam, was customised as
per the film. Time is the hero of the
story and with Thaman’s suggestion,
I tried to blend the title in the lyrics.
I am indebted to everyone in the
team for the opportunity,” lyricist

Kalyan Chakravarthy expressed his
happiness.

Ketika Sharma, Priya Prakash
Varrier, Samuthirakani, Rohini,
Rajeswari Nair, Raja, Tanikella
Bharani,  Vennela Kishore,
Subbaraju, Prudhvi Raj, Narra Srinu,
Yuva Lakshmi, Devika, Ali Reza and
Surya Srinivas play other important
roles in Bro. Sujith Vaasudev cranks

the camera for the film. 
The film is a family drama with

an element of fantasy, spirituality
and the promos have set the bar high
already. Currently in its last leg of
shoot, the film’s post-production for-
malities are being wrapped up
simultaneously. The drama is set to
release in theatres on July 28 this
year. 

Ram Sita Ram will take you
through the mesmerising
world of love & devotion

S
tep into a world where love
and devotion transcend
time and space. Adipurush,

the highly anticipated film, beck-
ons us with its enchanting tale of

Raghav and Janaki, portrayed by the
mesmerizing duo Prabhas and Kriti

Sanon. Amidst the anticipation sur-
rounding this cinematic masterpiece,

the team Adipurush has now released the
full version of the captivating track Ram

Sita Ram, a melodic journey that beautiful-
ly captures the essence of their profound love

and yearning.
With the slow, melodious notes composed by

Sachet-Parampara and the heartfelt lyrics penned
by Rama Jogaiah Sastry, Ram Sita Ram paints a vivid

picture of the deep connection shared between
Prabhu Shri Ram and Sita Maa. As the song unfolds,
it showcases the significance of their bond in each
other’s lives, reminding us of the enduring power
of true love and the timeless depth of human emo-
tions.

Beyond the enchanting music and soulful vocals,
the melodious track invites us into its mesmeriz-
ing world of Adipurush depicting the qualities and
virtues of Prabhu Shri Ram and Sita Maa, highlight-
ing their righteousness, compassion, and divine
grace. 

Adipurush, directed by Om Raut, is produced by
T- Series, Bhushan Kumar and Krishan Kumar, Om
Raut, Prasad Sutar, and Rajesh Nair from
Retrophiles and Vamsi Pramod of UV Creations will
be released globally on June 16, 2023.

12

Vijayawada |  Tuesday May 30, 2023 tollywood

AMARTYA SMARAN

M
usic Director R. P. Patnaik is all set to
make a comeback with his melodic
tunes and soulful background score

with director Teja’s Ahimsa starring debutants
Abhiram Daggubati and Geethika. The duo-R. P.
Patnaik, and Teja-had earlier collaborated on
films like Chitram, Family Circus, Nuvvu Nenu,
Jayam, Nijam, and Avunanna Kadanna. 

After nearly two decades, the duo joined
hands together for Ahimsa. Speaking of which,
the Chitram composer expressed his joy in a press
meeting ahead of the film's release, June 2. 

“Teja trusts me, and I respect him a lot,” began
R.P. Patnaik, and denied all instances of being
approached by Teja for any of the films he helmed
prior to Ahimsa. “We were not even in touch. Teja

was busy with his work, and I was busy with
mine. However, our rapport when it comes

to work hasn’t changed. It’s a new story set
in a forest backdrop. And I’m sure we’ll

manage to create our magic yet again.” 
When he first started his career, he

wasn’t someone who commanded
mastery over the craft of music. He
didn’t assist any music director, nor did
he play any instrument. A trait that’s
unusual for a music director to have.
To date, he doesn’t pretend like he
understands the depth of the craft
inside out. The composer believes
that his ability to grasp the soul of a
song gives him an added advantage
over other composers. 

“Personally, I feel I’m a very good
composer,” asserted R.P. Patnaik.

“Composing is different from having
knowledge. It’s the soul that composes the
tune. A big director once told me, ‘You

don’t know music. Then, how can you
understand which raga you're

composing the song in?’ To
which I replied, ‘People

who have great knowl-
edge about music will
know around 100-150
ragas at the most.
The permutations
and combinations
of  12  musica l

notes is around
44,000 .’  My
point is, even
the one who
thinks  he
understands
music doesn't
actually have
any idea of all
the ragas in

the ocean

of music.” 
Speaking further, he joking-

ly said, “People who know music,
compose based on 100-150 ragas.
Whereas, I compose tunes based on
44,000 ragas.”

The music composer himself is a
director and an actor. Therefore, we
asked him whether there were instances
where he had given some acting tips to
debutant Abhiram Daggubati. 

“Teja himself is a Maverick director. He’s
a master in bringing out the best perfor-
mances from newcomers. When someone
like him is there on the sets, there’s no need
to give any advice to any actor. Besides, he
introduced so many new faces to the industry.
I think nobody else has introduced as many
people as he did,” commented the Ahimsa
Composer. 

For an artist, it’s very important to have a
judgement of his/ her work. There have been
numerous cases where Maverick directors, music,
composers, actors, and other technicians have lost
track due to over indulgence. RGV is one clas-
sic example of an ace director losing himself in
his own creation. And we hear stories of many
artists falling in the trap of not being able to judge
the quality of their work. No matter how hard
they try, artists don’t usually have the luxury to
always be right with their judgement. S S.
Rajamouli is one of the few directors who’s been
able to comfortably look at his work from a third
person’s perspective. Perhaps, that’s the reason
why he hasn't delivered a single flop. Likewise,
the Nijam composer has unequivocal faith in
his judgment.

“My judgement is completely different
from others. At least, that’s what I’d like to
believe. My only goal is to make timeless
music. I don’t like my songs to just come
along with the film and be forgotten com-
pletely after its release. People still hum
some of my compositions which I creat-
ed 20 years ago. That’s what I strive for.
While composing, I always imagine
whether an artist has the capability to
keep the audience hooked to the
screens while they are performing.
If I feel they do not have the
capacity to hold the attention of
the audience, no matter how
great my tune is, I simply
put it aside. I think that’s
the power of my judg-
ment and I always
take refuge in that,”
wrapped R. P.
Patnaik. 

R.P. Patnaik’s

intent is to ‘create timeless classics’
Ahead of the release
of Ahimsa, which is
nearing its release,

Music Director R.P.
Patnaik speaks to the

Hyderabadi media
about working with

director Teja,
mastering the

craft of
music,

and
more.

T
he actor and philanthropist
recently met Katihar engi-
neer who quit his job and

started school for orphaned chil-
dren and named it after Sonu
Sood. Sood will be providing a new
building and higher education to
underprivileged children.

In February this year, Sonu
Sood was surprised to read about
27-year-old Bihar engineer
Birendra Kumar Mahato quitting
his full-time job to open a school

for orphaned children, and even
named it after the actor. Moved by
Mahato’s endeavour to provide
free education and food to 110
children, the actor met Mahato
and the children at the school
which also functions as a shelter
home.  

The actor spent time with
Mahato to understand the needs of
the school, from ration to quality
education, building awareness to
bridging the education gap

between rich and poor. By the end
of the day, Sonu Sood has started
work on new building for the
school so that it can house more
underprivileged children, and
ensure there is food for every child
in the school. 

“Increasing access to education
is one of the best ways to combat
poverty. We aim to educate chil-
dren from the marginalised sec-
tions of the society so that they
have a better chance at job oppor-

tunities. Higher education is some-
thing we are working on. The other
important aspect is nutrition and
overall well-being as this school is
also a night shelter,” said the actor,
who is going to give the students
a scholarship under his mother
Saroj Sood’s name to help the kids
for a better education. 

Right now Sood has been pro-
viding education close to ten
thousand students across the
country .

Sonu Sood to setup Sonu Sood International
School for underprivileged children in Bihar

Nandamuri Balakrishna
launched the trailer of IQ
T

he upcoming film IQ, starring
Sai Charan and Pallavi, is direct-
ed by GLB Srinivas, and pro-

duced by Kayagurala Lakshmipathy
under the banner of KLP Movies. 

On Monday, the Man of Masses
Nandamuri Balakrishna unveiled the
trailer of the film, and also poured in
his best wishes to the team, for bring-
ing up a good message through the
film. Former Minister Palle Raghunad

Reddy, Royal Murali Mohan, Writer
Ghatikachalam, Dandu Srinivasulu,
Sridhar Lakshmi Narasimha
Venkatappa,  Ambika
Lakshminarayana Vadde Gokul
Lokanath along with the film team
graced the event.

The film is going to showcase what
a student power is. More details about
the films release will be announced
soon.

Neeta Lulla bags Best
Costume Design for
Shaakuntalam at
Cannes Film Festival

R
enowned award-winning costume designer
Neeta Lulla, who had recently designed cos-
tumes for director  Gunasekhar’s mythologi-

cal film Shaakuntalam, has added another feather
to her cap by winning the ‘Best Costume Design’ for
the Samantha-starrer Shaakuntalam. 

She is famed for designing costumes in Jagadeka
Veerudu Athiloka Sundari, Khuda Gawah, and
Devdas.  A notable creation from later in Neeta’s
career was a dress she designed for Aishwarya Rai’s
wedding to Abhishek Bachchan. She crafted Rai’s
pearl-encrusted lehenga for her mehendi ceremo-
ny and an additional dress for her South Indian wed-
ding ceremony. The designer has claimed her
favorite actress for whom she has created pieces was
Divya Bharti. Neeta Lulla has designed for Shilpa
Shetty, Aishwarya Rai, Sridevi, Sapna, Salma Azad,
Isha Koppikar and Juhi Chawla. Courtesy of reali-
ty TV show Tahul, Lulla also designer for Dimpy
Ganguly, Rahul Mahajan’s young bride.

Now, Neeta is currently working on designing the
costumes for the Pawan Kalyan and Sai Dharam Tej
starrer Bro. 
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