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DON'T MISS...

Rain, gales blow
painted storks'...

As many as 20 painted stork
chicks fell to their death at
Veerapuram village in Andhra
Pradesh’s Sri Sathyasai district
after their nests were blown
away due to heavy rain and
gales. Nearly 20 nests were
blown away during the gales on
Monday, eight from one tree
and six each from another two,
leading to the deaths of the 20
chicks and injuries to some
more of the birds, a forest
official said on Tuesday.
Officials managed to gather...

-PAGE: 4

NCERT drops
references to...

The NCERT has dropped
references to the demand for a
separate Sikh nation Khalistan
from the class 12 political
science textbook following
objections from the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC), according
to education ministry officials.
The SGPC had last month
alleged that the National
Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT)
misrepresented historical...
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Notes incirculation
roseinvalue...

The value and volume of
banknotes in circulation increased
by 7.8 per cent and 4.4 per cent,
respectively, during 2022-23 as
compared with 9.9 per cent and 5
per cent, respectively, in 2021-22,
revealed the RBI annual report
released on Tuesday. In value
terms, the share of Rs 500 and Rs
2,000 banknotes together
accounted for 87.9 per cent of the
total value of banknotes in
circulation as on March 31, 2023,
as compared to 87.1 per cent...
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Medvedev out of
French Open...

World number two Daniil
Medvedev was knocked out of
the French Open in the first
round on Tuesday, losing in five
sets to 172nd-ranked Thiago
Seyboth Wild of Brazil. Seyboth
Wild, who came through the
qualifiers and had never
previously won a Grand Slam
match, triumphed 7-6 (7/5), 6-7
(6/8), 2-6, 6-3, 6-4. It was
Medvedev’s fifth loss in the
opening round at Roland Garros
in seven appearances. 'l have
watched Daniil play in my...
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‘| need my director to unfurl
the character forme
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Why is the Government of India
going to great lengths protecting
this MP who is accused of sexual
harassment? While the accused

\

\ ~— wrestlers have to
N “\.-' resort to Ganga

'uﬁ*ﬁ

- K T Rama Rao, Minister

BJP MP Singh is being
shielded by PM
Modi and HM Shah,
the champion

Visarjan of their
Olympic
medals. What
an absolute
shame!
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Govt firm on capital shift: Sajjala

YSRCP COMPLETES 4 YEARS IN OFFICE

Grandeur marks celebrations

Sajjala says govt balanced welfare & development

SEELAM AROZIE
M VIJAYAWADA

Advisor to the Andhra
Pradesh Government (Public
Affairs), Sajjala Ramakrishna
Reddy, has reiterated the
commitment of the YSRCP
government to decentralisa-
tion and announced that
Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy will be relocat-
ing to Visakhapatnam by
September.

During a
media interac-
tion commem-
orating the
completion of
four years in
office by the
YSRCP, Reddy
stated that cer-
tain legal obsta-
cles need to be
resolved before the shift to the
Executive Capital. Once these
issues are addressed, gover-
nance will commence from
the new seat of administra-
tion.

Commenting on the recent
mini-manifesto released by
Chandrababu Naidu, Reddy
said that the TDP chief had
lost credibility among the
public. The YSRCP remains
unconcerned about the pop-
ulist schemes announced by
the TDP, as people still
remember Naidu's broken
promises during his previous

ment.

Drop move to hike
land prices: NAREDCO

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

NAREDCO Vijayawada presi-
dent B Amaranath, general sec-
retary G Hariprasad and chair-
man G Rajalingam have appealed
to Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy to withdraw the
decision to increase the market
prices of land, which will become
a burden to the future of the con-
struction industry.

The NAREDCO members, in a
statement on Tuesday, stated that
lakhs of people were directly or
indirectly earning a living through
construction and real estate sectors
across the State.

YSRCP's achievements over
the last four years, Reddy
emphasised the government's

“Certain legal obstacles
need to be resolved before
the shift to the Executive
Capital. Once these issues

are addressed, governance

will commence from
the new seat of
administration.”

caused a financial crisis by
prioritising welfare pro-
grammes, Reddy remarked,
"The people are not foolish
enough to believe his empty
promises."
mentioned that the YSRCP
will once again enter the
electoral arena, promising to
continue existing schemes
and development activities.
Recognising the support of
government employees
towards the innovative
reforms, Reddy commended
their role in driving novel ini-
tiatives.

tenure in power. Reddy
added that Naidu still believes
he can deceive the people and
will go to any lengths to win
them over. However, this
time, he will not succeed, as
the people of the state have
shown their support for the
Jagan Mohan Reddy govern-

Highlighting the

focus on
reforms and
welfare, suc-
cessfully
implementing
the election
manifesto.
Refuting
Naidu's claims
that the
YSRCP gov-
ernment has

Reddy further

CS, senior officials
congratulate CM

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

On completing four years in office, senior offi-
cials called on Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy and congratulated him here on Tuesday.

Chief Secretary Dr KS Jawahar Reddy,
Special CS to the Chief Minister Dr Punam
Malakondaiah, Secretaries in CMO K
Dhanunjaya Reddy, R Muthyala Raju and
Additional Secretary Dr N Bharat Gupta called
on the Chief Minister and wished him.

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

The Yuvajana Sramika Rythu
Congress Party (YSRCP) commem-
orated completion of its fourth year
in office with widespread rallies and
meetings held throughout the State.
The festivities, held under the guid-
ance of Sajjala Ramakrishna Reddy,
Advisor to the Government (Public
Affairs), took place at the party cen-
tral office on Tuesday and were exe-
cuted on a grand scale. Sajjala
Ramakrishna Reddy cut the cake
and unfurled the party flag.

In his address to the party lead-
ers and activists, Reddy said that the
Opposition's envy towards the gov-
ernment's popularity is evident,
given Chief Minister YS Jagan

Mohan Reddy's commitment to
implementing a range of welfare
programmes in accordance with the
election manifesto, while simultane-
ously prioritising the State's devel-
opment.

He called attention to opposition
leader Chandrababu Naidu's histo-
ry of deceiving all segments of
society during his five-year tenure
with the TDP (Telugu Desam Party),
failing to fulfil the promises outlined
in the election manifesto.

Reddy accused Naidu of prepar-
ing to deceive the public once again
by resorting to lies, false assurances,
and seeking alliances with his fos-
ter son in the upcoming elections.
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Advisor to the Government of AP Public Affairs cutting the cake to mark the completion of four
years in office by YSRCP, at the party’s central office in Tadepalli on Tuesday.

-Pic by Ch. Vijaya Bhaskar

Jagan thanks
people for
victory

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

Thanking the people of the State for

iving him a winning mandate in
the 2019 Assembly elections, YSRCP
president and Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy on
Tuesday commemorated four years
of forming his government and chief
ministership.

The Chief Minister said various
development programmes have
been initiated in a plethora of fields
during this time and 98 per cent of
poll promises have been fulfilled.

"With God's mercy and your
(people) blessings, four years have
passed by today since taking up the
responsibility as the Chief
Minister. You have reposed your
faith in me and entrusted me
with this job," tweeted Jagan
Mohan Reddy today.

Further, he thanked the people
for giving him an opportunity to
serve them and wished that his
government should continue to be
in power with people's blessings.

Storming to power by winning
151 Assembly seats in the 2019
elections, Reddy took oath as the
Chief Minister on May 30, 2019.

Sajjala Ramakrishna Reddy,
advisor (political) to the state gov-
ernment said that these four years
were a signature of Jagan Mohan
Reddy made with welfare and
development.

Tammineni's remarks over Naidu spark a row

TDP writes to DGP
seeking action,
stages protests

PNS B SRIKAKULAM

Tammineni Sitaram, Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly, has
stirred controversy with his
remarks against TDP chief
Chandrababu Naidu, suggesting
that withdrawal of his Black Cat
Commando security cover would
be disastrous for Naidu.

Speaking at a press conference
in Amadalavalasa on Tuesday,
Speaker Tammineni Sitaram
remarked, "If the Black Cat
Commando security cover is with-
drawn, Chandrababu Naidu will
be finished. How is Naidu eligible
to receive 'Z Plus' security?"

The Speaker questioned the
rationale behind providing Naidu
with 'Z Plus' security and
announced his intention to appeal
to the Centre for its withdrawal.
"As the Speaker of AP Legislative
Assembly, I will request the Centre
to reconsider.

Why is Naidu considered eligi-
ble for 'Z Plus' security? There are
many leaders facing threats. Why
haven't they been granted the

same level of

security?”

Tammineni
Sitaram stated.
He further
criticised

e

Naidu for speaking boldly while
enjoying the protection of 'Z Plus'
security.

Earlier, the Speaker participat-
ed in a motorcycle rally held in
Amadalavalasa to mark four years
of YSRCP rule and the swearing-
in of Jagan Mohan Reddy as Chief
Minister.

The TDP leaders strongly

If the Black Cat Commando security cover

is withdrawn, Chandrababu Naidu will be
finished. How is Naidu eligible to receive

‘Z Plus’ security?

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh State FiberNet
Limited (APSFL) is set to intro-
duce an exciting new concept
called "First Day First Show" on
June 2, according to APSFL chair-
man Dr. P Gautam Reddy. This
innovative system aims to provide
all subscribers of Andhra Pradesh
State FiberNet Ltd. with the oppor-
tunity to watch movies from the
comfort of their homes on the day
of their theatrical release.

APSFL to launch ‘First Day
First Show’ concept on June 2

During a
press confer-
ence on
_'t Tuesday, Dr.
Q Reddy
o emphasised

that both film

producers

and audiences

will benefit from this new pro-
gramme. By offering the chance to
watch new movies at home,
APSFL aims to enhance the over-
all movie-watching experience.

The "First Day First Show" concept
has been designed to meet these
objectives.

The programme will be official-
ly inaugurated by Minister for
Industries, Gudivada Amarnath,
on June 2 in Visakhapatnam. The
event will be attended by
renowned actor Sai Ronark, mem-
bers of the Producers Council C
Kalyan and Rama Satyanarayana,
among others.

£ J

objected to Tammineni Sitaram's
vehement comments on Naidu's
security cover. Former minister
and TDP senior leader Kalva
Srinivaslu condemned the
Assembly Speaker's remarks, urg-
ing the Central government to ini-
tiate an inquiry into the matter.

"Sitaram's comments on Naidu's
security cover raise suspicions,
especially following Naidu's recent
unveiling of the manifesto at the
Mahanadu

Rajahmundry.

meeting in

2]

ED names Kavitha several times

K VENKATESHWARLU
M HYDERABAD

The Enforcement Directorate’s (ED)

counsel told the Rouse Avenue court

that Arun Ramachandra Pillai, who
isan accused in the Delhi liquor scam,

was the representative of BRS MLC

Kavitha and that he had admitted this
himself.

A hearing was held on Tuesday on

the bail petition of Arun Pillai, who
was arrested in the Delhi liquor scam

case. The ED counsel informed the
court that Kavitha was investigated

based on Arun Pillai's statement.

The ED counsel said that many

properties were bought with the prof-

‘Do not portray low scorers as unsuccessfiil students or failures’

PNS W MUMBAI

Advertising industry's self-regulato-
ry body ASCI on Tuesday
announced tweaks in its guidelines
for educational bodies' campaigns,
asking them to refrain from stereo-
typing low scoring students as
unsuccessful or failures.

"While fierce pressure in educa-
tion is a reality, advertising must not
perpetuate this problem, normalise
it or exploit student and parental vul-
nerability," Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI) secretary
general and chief executive Manisha
Kapoor said.

The body said it has made the
changes following a consultative
process, and the guidelines seek to
focus on students' mental health and
physical well-being.

Educational institutions, includ-
ing universities, colleges and schools,
coaching classes and edtech plat-

forms need to comply with the
revised guidelines, as per an official
statement.

In FY23, classical education
ranked second among the top viola-
tive categories with 13.8 per cent of
total ads that did not adhere to

ASCI's guidelines.

Education sector advertisers
should not "stereotype students
based on their gender, or appear-
ance, nor portray those who score
low as unsuccessful or failures",
body has suggested.

Education sector
advertisers should not
‘stereotype students
based on their gender, or
appearance, nor portray
those who score low as
unsuccessful or failures’,
ASCl has suggested.

"While an advertisement may
show disappointment with low
scores, it must not portray an aver-
age Or POOI SCOrer as an unsuccess-
ful student or a failure, or show him/
her/them as demotivated, depressed
or unhappy, or receiving less love or

appreciation from parents, teachers
or peers," the body has said.

Also, they should not show school
students compromising on sleep or
meals to study as this normalises
unhealthy habits which are detri-
mental to student health, the revised
guidelines say. Campaigns must not
create a false sense of urgency or fear
of missing out that could accentuate
anxieties amongst school students,
or their parents, it said.

They should not suggest that cer-
tain subjects are associated with par-
ticular genders alone, or that stu-
dents with high scores are always
associated with stereotypical charac-
teristics such as wearing thick glass-
es, ASCI said.

"The ASCI guidelines address the
various issues that plague the sector
and we hope that the industry will
follow these in letter and spirit," sec-
retary in the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs Rohit Kumar Singh said.

its made from liquor sales. The
ED counsel told the court that
meetings were held with |
MLC Kavitha regarding the |
liquor business.

Kavita's husband Anil
Kumar and auditor Buchibabu
bought properties in Hyderabad along
with Phoenix Srihari. That is why the
ED issued notices and investigated
Kavitha's role in the Delhi liquor case.

Pillai’s counsel requested the court
to give him time to hear their argu-
ments. Reacting to this, Judge Nag Pal
commented that he was making rou-
tine arguments.

The Judge suggested that arguments
should be presented in written form.

The hearing was adjourned to
A June 2.

On Tuesday, the ED sub-
mitted a fourth supplemen-
/ tary charge sheet to the
- court. The ED mentioned
Sisodia’s role in the Delhi liquor
scam and Kavithas name several
times in its charge sheet.

The ED said in its charge sheet that
there is an agreement between South
Group and AAP leaders. Sisodia
indulged in irregularities in the Delhi
liquor policy. They prepared a liquor
policy to benefit the south group and
AAP leaders took bribes from it. The
ED said that it had investigated 51 per-
sons during the investigation.

NMC derecognises medical
college owned by Sulana

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

The National Medical Commission
(NMC) on Tuesday, derecognised
a medical college owned by former
Union minister and BJP leader
Sujana Chowdary.

Sujana Chowdary leads a trust
that operates the Mediciti Institute
of Medical Sciences located in
Ghanpur, Telangana.

The medical college, which boasts
of a vast campus, was established in
2002.

In response to the news, the
Mediciti Institute of Medical
Sciences issued a press release dis-
missing the rumours.

The institute clarified that it had
applied for an increase in the num-
ber of seats for the 2023-24 academ-
ic year. However, the NMC conduct-

ed an inspection and identified
certain shortcomings, leading to the
rejection of the application.

The institute assured that it would
address the identified deficiencies
and reapply for reconsideration.
They expressed confidence in
obtaining approval for the addition-
al courses once the compliance
report is submitted.
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Political parties not bothered about Andhra Pradesh’s fiscal health!

hat is happening in
Wthe debt-ridden 98
state of Andhra £7

principal political play-
ers engaged in handing
out freebies to voters.
With elections fast-
approaching, these parties
have set a single-point pro-
gramme of wooing voters
with competitively attractive
offers to be able to rule the
state, regardless of the deteri-
orating fiscal health of the
state. The state is already
neck deep in financial prob-
lems due to the implementa-
tion of a plethora of welfare
schemes. Yet, the two main
political parties in Andhra
Pradesh are competing to
hoodwink people in the name
of bringing welfare schemes
for people, though the bene-
ficiaries of government's pro-
grammes comprise mostly
the working class.

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
founder NT Rama Rao

PIN
POINT

~brought a novel
= scheme of giving one

O kilogram of rice for two
| | rupees to poor people
'/in 1983. NTR's prede-

4 cessor and
Congress chief
minister Kotla

Vijayabhaskara Reddy was
constrained to take a step in
this regard after observing the
tremendous response from
people when NTR mentioned
this scheme at public meet-
ings during his 35,000-km
yatra on his 'Chaitanya
Ratham'. Everybody, cutting
across party lines, welcomed
the proposal to distribute sub-
sidised rice through nearly
37,800 fair price shops (then)
across the state. Sensing the
political fallout of the public
response to the subsidised
rice scheme proposal of NTR,
Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy intro-
duced the same at Rs.1.90 in
the state, thinking that it
would take the wind out of the
sails of NTR. But NTR react-
ed positively to the then gov-

ernment 's move and
expressed his confidence that
TDP would end the 35-year
rule of the Congress and
thereafter effectively imple-
ment the subsidised rice
scheme for the poor. NTR
stormed to power, emerging
as the first non-Congress chief
minister of AP. NTR came to
be identified with the popu-
lar scheme so much so that
the credit went to him, though
the Congress government
continued the scheme during
its rule in the later years.
Supplying subsidised rice to
people in need is understand-
able. But introducing less pro-

ductive schemes requiring
huge outgo is questionable,
especially if they are going to
impair the state’s fiscal health.
Scholarships have been paid
to students in schools and col-
leges annually since the
regime of the first chief min-
ister of combined Andhra
Pradesh Neelam Sanjeeva
Reddy. Yesteryear chief min-
isters did not insist on linking
their names with those
schemes for sheer publicity.
These days chief ministers
inscribe their names as prefix-
es to every welfare scheme.
The term 'Chandranna’ could
be found in almost every

Kadapa, Vizag districts
secure top national ranks

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

Chief Secretary Dr. KS Jawahar
Reddy has announced that
Kadapa and Visakhapatnam
districts have achieved top
positions in the national level
implementation of the Jal
Jeevan Mission. These districts
have excelled in providing
drinking water through taps to
households, earning recogni-
tion in the best performing and
fastest moving categories.

Dr. Jawahar Reddy explained
that the Department of
Drinking Water and Sanitation
oversees two significant pro-
grammes aimed at meeting
the country's drinking water
and sanitation needs: the
Swachh Bharat Mission-
Grameen (SBM-G) and the Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJEM). While

NMC derecognises
medical college
owned by Sujana

Continued from Page 1

Previously associated with
the TDP, Sujana Chowdary
was elected to the Rajya
Sabha on a TDP ticket and
served as a minister in the
Modi cabinet from 2014 to
2018.

After the 2019 general
elections, he, along with CM
Ramesh and TG Venkatesh,
joined the BJP.

Sujana Chowdary shares
a close association with
TDP chief N Chandrababu
Naidu, and there have been
discussions regarding his
potential candidacy as a
TDP representative from
the Guntur Lok Sabha con-
stituency in the upcoming
elections. The current seat
holder, Galla Jayadev, is
currently less active in the

party.

ALMANAC

SBM-G focuses on achieving
complete sanitation in rural
India, JJEM aims to provide
quality tap water supply to
every household. He highlight-
ed the Swachh Survekshan
Gramin (SSG) and Jal Jeevan
Sarvekshan (JJS) assessment
surveys, which rank states,
Union Territories, and districts
based on their performance in
the SBM.

Under the National Jal
Jeevan Mission scheme,
designed by the Central

Under the National Jal Jeevan Mission
scheme, designed by the Central Government
to ensure tap water reaches every rural

| household by 2024, Dr. YSR Kadapa and
Visakhapatnam districts have secured top
ranks in the 2023 JIS in two categories

at the national level.

Government to ensure tap
water reaches every rural
household by 2024, Dr. YSR
Kadapa and Visakhapatnam
districts have secured top ranks
in the 2023 JJS in two categories
at the national level. Dr. YSR
Kadapa district emerged as the
top performer in the aspira-
tional districts category by pro-
viding tap connections to 75 to
100 percent of households in
rural areas from October 1 to
March 31, 2023.
Visakhapatnam district claimed

CM inaugurates new
‘Home for the sick’

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy on Tuesday visited the
Missionaries of Charity Nirmal Hriday Bhavan in Vijayawada
and inaugurated its new Home for Sick and Dying Destitutes.

The chief minister visited the charity organisation along with
his wife Bharati. "At Nirmal Hriday Bhavan, CM Jagan and his
wife Bharati interacted with orphans, specially-abled children
and old people," said a press note shared by the state govern-
ment on Tuesday.Nirmal Hriday Bhavan is located near
Raghavaiah Park in Vijayawada.

Grandeur marks....
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Vodi, only to rename it as
'Ammaku  Vandanam'
However, the people are wise
enough to no longer place
their trust in him," Reddy
declared. He emphasised
that Chandrababu is well
aware of this fact and urged
the public not to be swayed

by his false promises.

Reddy praised Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy for upholding the
legacy of his late father and
former chief minister, Dr.
YS Rajasekhara Reddy. He
stated that the Chief
Minister is effectively
showcasing the true
essence of welfare and
development, a sentiment
that has resonated with
the people and led to the
YSRCP's consistent victo-
ries in all elections.

Reddy reminded all
. YSRCP leaders and activists
that they are an integral part
of the Chief Minister's fam-
ily and cautioned them to
remain vigilant against the
ploys of Naidu, who seeks to
regain power through
alliances and deceptive assur-
ances.

the first position in the cover-
age of household tap connec-
tions, ranging from 50 to 75
percent, among the aspira-
tional districts.

Additionally, Visakhapat-
nam district ranked 3rd out of
168 districts in terms of cover-
age of household tap connec-
tions ranging from 50 to 75
percent. The Chief Secretary
mentioned that the Additional
Secretary of the Jal Jeevan
Mission, in a letter to the state,
emphasized that these half-
yearly rankings would con-
tribute to determining the
annual national best ranks.
Commendation letters from
the Central Jal Jeevan Mission
Additional Secretary, Vikas
Sheel, were also sent to the
state, acknowledging their
achievements.

Senior Journalist

scheme implemented in the
state during the rule of TDP
president N. Chandrababu
Naidu. Now, the term has
made way for 'Jagananna',
reflecting the name of YSRCP
president YS Jaganmohan
Reddy.

Presently, with almost
everything available at their
doorstep in the name welfare
schemes, the working class is
kicking its habit of working to

QUIT TOBACCO TO
LEAD HAPPY LIFE

World No Tobacco
Day today

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Tobacco consumption is a
major risk factor for many
chronic diseases, including
cancer, lung disease, cardio-
vascular disease, and stroke.
It is one of the major causes
of death and disease in India
and accounts for nearly 1.35
million deaths every year.

World No Tobacco Day is
observed on May 31. On the
occasion, Dr Gutta Lokesh,
Consultant - Interventional
Pulmonologist, Manipal
Hospitals, appealed to tobac-
co consuming people to quit
the habit to dramatically
improve their health and
help them live longer.
Quitting smoking lowers the
risk of heart disease, lung dis-
ease, kidney failure, infection,
stomach problems, diabetes,
and cancer. He said that it was
not easy for most people, and
it could take several tries to
completely quit.

earn money for at least two
square meals a day. Hence,
there is avoidable scarcity of
farm labour in rural areas
across the state. Even small and
marginal farmers are being
forced to engage farm equip-
ment and machinery at various
stages of cultivation. Some
farmers have started engaging
groups of farm labourers from
distant places like West Bengal
and Bihar. In these circum-
stances, it is irresponsible on
the part of major political
parties to continue to promise
welfare schemes, ignoring the
looming fiscal disaster.
Residual AP started its
journey with a deficit of Rs.
16,000 crore in the annual
budget. So, the state ought to
have adopted a careful
approach towards financial
management. Instead, the suc-
cessive rulers made visits to
World Economic Forum sum-
mits at huge costs to the
exchequer - at least Rs. 15
crore each - but returned
almost  empty-handed.

Nobody knows whether any
industrial unit of signficance
has been grounded in the
state following MoUs signed
at the WEF summits.

The YSRCP government
has spent Rs. 2.10 crore on
welfare schemes, using most-
ly borrowed funds. The AP
government gets loans at huge
interest rates. Such loans are
not supposed to exceed 30%
of its annual income. Yet, AP
has willingly crossed this
limit. Amidst this fiscal indis-
cipline, the state government
has no qualms telling people
that Rs. 2.10 crore had been
distributed among lakhs of
beneficiaries, suggesting that
the borrowings were made
only for them!

The TDP, at its recent
Mahanadu in Rajahmundry,
brought out its manifesto full
of freebies with a view to
return to power. The promised
schemes have striking similar-
ities with those launched by
YSRCP: offers of paying
Rs.15,000 to every schoolgo-

ing child in the family, month-
ly cash allowance of Rs. 1,500
to women; and unemploy-
ment allowance of Rs. 3,000 to
youth, among others.

As they say, “a statesman
thinks about the next gener-
ation, while a politician thinks
only about the next election”
Going by the skewed
approaches of YSRCP and
TDP, where would the state go
with its mounting debts
tomorrow? What path is left
for the person who would be
ruling the state tomorrow? As
things stand, the financial
position of AP is so bad that
the government can't easily
pay salaries to its employees
on the first of every month.
There is nearly Rs.2 lakh debt
burden on the head of every
citizen in the state.

It is high time major polit-
ical parties in the state under-
stood the implications of
going to voters with freebies
and welfare schemes just to be
in power with least regard for
fiscal discipline.

AP Governor commemorates

36™ Statehood Day of Goa

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Governor S Abdul Nazeer on
Tuesday commemorated the
36th full statehood day of Goa
and called the state the 'Pearl
of the Orient' for its splendid
natural beauty, vibrant culture,
hospitable people and breath-
taking beauty.

Commending the people of
the coastal state who con-
tributed greatly to national
development, the Governor
said Goa was known as 'Goa
Dourada' or 'Golden Goa',
owing to its beauty, prosperi-
ty and lucrative ports which
facilitated trade with the West.

"Ek Bharat Shresth Bharat
programme under which the
formation days of different
states and UTs are celebrated,
aims to forge a strong relation-
ship and bonding among peo-
ple of the country, and enhance
interaction and promote mutu-
al understanding,” said Nazeer
in a press note shared by the Raj

Modi balanced development
and welfare: MP GVL

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

GVL Narasimha Rao, a Rajya
Sabha MP from the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), praised
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for his exemplary gover-
nance, emphasising the
progress achieved in terms of
welfare and development,
which had been neglected for
decades. However, he criti-
cized Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy for prioritising person-
al power over the state's finan-
cial stability.

Addressing a media briefing
on Tuesday, GVL highlighted
the commitment of the Modi-
led Union government to pub-
lic welfare and its dedication to
national infrastructure,
defense, education, healthcare,
job creation, and the vision of

a self-reliant India. He proud-
ly stated, "We have undertak-
en developmental initiatives
that surpass any undertaken in
the past 65 years." GVL attrib-
uted India’s rise to the world's
fifth-largest economy and its
leadership in defense to Modi's
governance. He also noted
that the construction of the
new Parliament building,
spread across 13 acres at a cost

of Rs 900 lakh, marked a his-
toric achievement.

The MP also mentioned
Modi's initiatives, such as provid-
ing free gas cylinders to 10 crore
women across the country, and
expressed confidence that the
BJP would emerge victorious in
the next elections under Modi's
leadership. GVL highlighted the
international recognition
received by Modi, with Prime
Ministers of Italy and Australia
acknowledging him as a capable
guide for nations worldwide. He
pointed out that Andhra Pradesh
had received Rs 55,000 crore in
NREGA funds during the last
nine years, surpassing the allo-
cations to other states. Regarding
the TDP manifesto, GVL stat-
ed that it was their party's pre-
rogative, and the people of
Andhra Pradesh would make
their decision in due course.

South should oppose
Centre’s move:

NAVEENA GHANATE
M HYDERABAD

Industri Minister KT Rama
Rao urged South Indian states
to unite against LS delimitation
based on population in 2026.
“The people of southern states
need to raise their voices cutting
across political affiliations
against this injustice;” KTR said.

“The irony of the situation is
that states that have not accept-
ed the Centre’s population con-
trol measures will now have the
last laugh. Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
AP, Karnataka and Telangana
which have done well in popu-

lation control will now be
penalised! Not only popula-
tion control and HDIs, the
southern states which have 18%
of the population contribute
35% to Indias GDP, he said.
KTR said that the contributors
to the national economy and
growth should not be pun-
ished. “This is indeed a tragedy
if it comes true. The southern
states have been best perform-
ers on all fronts after
Independence;” KTR said.
“The Centre is planning to
redistribute Lok Sabha con-
stituencies on the basis of pop-
ulation. If this is done, the Lok

KTR

Sabha seats for northern states
with the highest population
like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar will
increase massively; he said.

In 2026 after delimitation, UP
and Bihar will have 222 LS seats,
West Bengal 60, Maharashtra
76, Gujarat 43, southern states

“ programme under which the
formation days of different states
and UTs are celebrated, aims to
forge a strong relationship and
bonding among people of the

country, and enhance interaction
and promote mutual
understanding.

Bhavan. He further said this
concept of oneness, enriched by
the spirit of national integration,
fraternity and universal broth-
erhood share a strong bond of
'One Nation - One People'.
Goa attained full statehood
on May 30, 1987 to become the
25th state of India. It remained

APSFLto

Continued from Page 1

The movie "Nirikshan"
will be screened as part of
the inaugural event and can
be accessed through APSFL.

Dr. Reddy highlighted the
increasing number of movie
enthusiasts and the rise of
streaming platforms, such as
OTT services. Subscribers
will have the opportunity to
view new movies live by
paying a subscription fee of
Rs 99, bypassing the need
for OTT platforms. This
initiative will be particu-
larly beneficial for rural res-
idents who may find it chal-
lenging to visit cinemas in
urban areas.

Dr. Reddy reassured
stakeholders that this poli-
cy will not disrupt theatre
owners, management, or
actors. Theatre owners need
not be concerned about
footfall as APSFL's approach
should be viewed as comple-
mentary to traditional cin-
ema. He clarified that
APSFL will only screen

Tammineni’s re

Continued from Page 1

Ek Bharat Shresth Bhrat .

under Portuguese rule for 14
more years even after India
achieved independence and
had to be liberated from
European colonial power by
the Indian armed forces on
December 19, 1961 through
'Operation Vijay'.

Meanwhile, Wajeeha
Tarannum, G Tejaswi, Sk
Haseena and U Kalyani
enthralled the audience with a
Goan dance performance
while Goan residents Mansi
Maruti Harkare, Sahil Betigen,
Pooja Vishwakarma and
Shantashree Nerekar who are
studying in and around
Vijayawada spoke of their
experiences.

launch...

movies after receiving
requests from producers.

To make APSFL more
accessible to the people of
Andhra Pradesh, the organ-
isation has set a target of lay-
ing 55,000 km of optical
fiber cable (OFC), with
37,000 km already complet-
ed. Fiber net connectivity
has been extended to 7,600
villages out of the 11,254
gram panchayats.

The YSRCP government,
led by Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy, has
successfully fulfilled its
promises to the people over
its four-year rule. The gov-
ernment has implemented
innovative reforms and
made revolutionary deci-
sions in various sectors,
including free education,
healthcare, agriculture, and
industry.

With the launch of the
"First Day First Show" con-
cept, APSFL aims to provide
a convenient and inclusive
movie-watching experience
for all its subscribers.

marks over

The Speaker's statements are not befitting of his role and seem
to indicate a conspiracy against Naidu," said Srinivasulu, who
confidently predicted the TDP's victory in the upcoming elec-

tions.

Meanwhile, TDP politburo member Varla Ramaiah wrote

a letter to DGP Rajendranath

Reddy, expressing concern over

Sitaram's controversial comments about Naidu's security.

TDP activists staged protests
the Speaker's remarks.

across the state in response to

165 and other states 282, he said.
“For southern states which have
been moving ahead in popula-
tion control FP will now
become a 'political punishment'.
In the name of achieving nation-
al goals, the northern states,
which have rejected population
control measures will now dom-
inate parliament,” the BRS said.
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Reforms, welfare mark
Jagan’s four-year rule

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

It has been an arduous journey for YSRCP
following a resounding victory in the
Assembly elections four year years ago. The
party made history by securing a stagger-
ing 151 out of 175 seats, leaving the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) with just 23 seats,
resulting in a significant shift in the polit-
ical landscape. As the YSRCP enters its fifth
year in power, the State prepares for a fierce
electoral battle with the Opposition in 2024.

Chief Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy
remains confident in his people-centric gov-
ernance model, marked by direct benefit
transfers (DBT), groundbreaking reforms
in education, health, agriculture, social secu-
rity, decentralisation, and a unique devel-
opment strategy harnessing the immense
potential of the 970 km coastline. The 5
lakh-strong army of ward/village volunteers
facilitates the doorstep delivery of various
welfare schemes, while the introduction of
ward and village secretariat systems stream-
lines access to government services.

On the other hand, the Telugu Desam

Party (TDP), the Opposition, seeks to appeal

to the people through a range of welfare
schemes and has launched an unrelenting
campaign against the YSRCP government.

For a state where 3.4 crore out of 4.9 crore
people reside in rural areas and 55 percent
rely on agriculture, Chief Minister Jagan
Mohan Reddy envisions an "Andhra for
All," aiming to ensure welfare reaches even
the most marginalized citizens. Skillfully cir-
cumventing traditional party structures, he

weaker sections.

The unemployment rate
has decreased from

5.3 percent (2018-19)

to 4.1 percent (2020-21),
with 51,669 individuals
gaining employment
through 536 job melas

has successfully deposited a staggering Rs
2.15 lakh crore directly into the bank
accounts of beneficiaries, primarily from
BC, SC, ST, minority, and economically

Chief Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy has
also displayed astute political acumen by
cultivating support among BC, SC, ST, and
minority communities, forming a cabinet
with five deputy chief ministers represent-

decrease.

ing these sections. Moreover, the recent cab-
inet reshuffle saw 70 percent (17 out of 25)
of MLAs from BC, SC, ST, and minority
backgrounds appointed as ministers, thus
continuing the trend.

The four-year tenure of Jagan Mohan
Reddy's governance boasts significant
achievements, including a steady Gross State
Domestic Product growth rate of 4.47 per-
cent, surpassing the national average of 3.8
percent. The per capita income has risen
from 18th rank (Rs 1.52 lakh in 2018-2019)
to 9th rank (Rs 1.70 lakh in 2021). Notably,
there has been a remarkable 21.36 percent
increase in the average pay of regular wage
salaried employees, a stark contrast to the
previous TDP government's 5.57 percent

Furthermore, the unemployment rate has
decreased from 5.3 percent (2018-19) to 4.1
percent (2020-21), with 51,669 individuals
gaining employment through 536 job
melas (source: CMIE).

The state has witnessed a wave of agri-
cultural reforms, leading to a higher
Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR).

Andhra Pradesh stands as the first state to

provide institutional credit to 1.51 lakh ten-
ant farmers. Additionally, the state has
climbed to the 7th position in terms of food
grain production, compared to the 11th

rank in 2019.

With an annual fish production of 51.74
million tonnes, Andhra Pradesh has
emerged as the leading fish producer in the
country, contributing 29.44 percent to the
nation's fish production.

Sexual
offenders
under watch
in Cyberabad

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Cyberabad police on May
25 conducted a surveillance
programme to monitor 143
sexual offenders in its jurisdic-
tion.

The list of offenders under
scanner includes those con-
victed for crimes against
women and children, those
who have done heinous crimes
of rape and murder as well as
offenders involved in sexual
offences against innocent
minors.

The exercise was carried in
all five zones - Madhapur,
Rajendra Nagar, Balanagar,
Medchal and Shamshabad.

The programme comprised
checking current whereabouts
of all offenders, their activities
in their residential areas plus in
their neighbourhood areas,
whether offender is involved in
any other crime in any other
area and the updated residen-
tial details of the offenders were
recorded.

CM 1o visit Gudivada in June

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy is likely to
visit Gudivada in Krishna
district in June to distribute
AP TIDCO houses. The dis-
trict administration is mak-
ing arrangements for the visit
of the Chief Minister.
Chief Minister’s pro-
gramme coordinator and
MLC Talasila Raghu Ram,
former minister and
Gudivada MLA Kodali Sri
Venkateswara Rao (Nani),
Machilipatnam MLA Perni

Venkatramaiah (Nani),
Krishna District Collector P
Raja Babu and

Superintendent of Police (SP)
P Joshua conducted a review
meeting with the higher offi-
cials at Gudivada Municipal
Office on Tuesday.

As many as 8,912 AP
TIDCO houses are ready to
be distributed to the benefi-
ciaries at Gudivada, and the
distribution programme has
been cancelled thrice so far.
The district administration is

making arrangements for the
programme for the fourth
time.

Talasila Raghu Ram,
Kodali Nani, Perni Nani, the
Collector and the SP had
decided to visit the venue to
check the arrangements at the
AP TIDCO housing com-
plex in the Gudivada munic-
ipality limits.

However, due to the unex-
pected rain, they cancelled

the plan and conducted a
meeting with the officials
concerned.

Collector Raja Babu said
that they would hand over
8,912 TIDCO houses to the
beneficiaries of Gudivada
municipality. Later, Kodali
Nani and Perni Nani direct-
ed the officials to make all
necessary arrangements for
the Chief Minister’s visit to
Gudivada.
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Naidu is a creator of assets, says Lokesh

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

After a brief halt to 'padayatra’
on account of Mahanadu, TDP
general secretary Lokesh
resumed his walkathon on
Tuesday. On the occasion he
said that the problems of the
people discovered during his
ongoing 'padayatra’ were
brought to the notice of TDP
chief Chandrababu Naidu.
Lokesh said that
Chandrababu Naidu has
announced several welfare
schemes at the Mahanadu in

the name of Future Guarantee.

Addressing a huge public
meeting at Jammalamadugu,
Lokesh expressed deep satisfac-
tion at the massive gathering for
his public meeting. He felt that he
was fortunate enough to under-
take his pada yatra on a historic
land like Jammalamadugu.
Observing that the YSRCP lead-
ers are getting totally disturbed at
even the mini-manifesto of the
TDP announced at Mahanadu.
Lokesh felt that once the main
manifesto is announced the
chapter of the YSRCP will come

to an end. Stating that the
YSRCP leaders are asking as to
how the schemes announced
in the mini manifesto will be
implemented, he made it clear
that Chandrababu is a creator
of assets and the TDP can eas-
ily implement all the schemes.
Lokesh said and promised to
create 20 lakh jobs in five years.
"I am assuring you all that once
the TDP forms the next gov-
ernment job calendar will be
announced every year and
study circles will be set up in
all the districts in the State."

Hyd activists stand
in solidarity with
women wrestlers

PNS W HYDERABAD

Social activists from Hyderabad
stood in solidarity with women
wrestlers Vinesh Phogat and
Sakshi Malik who are fighting
for justice on harassment they
are going through and how
they were detained in Delhi
recently. The activists also
demanded the arrest of the
Wrestling Federation of India
chief Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh as the situation worsened
and wrestlers planned to
immerse their medals in the
Ganga. The Hyderabad group
stood near Hussain Sagar and
also protested in front of new
Ambedkar statue. Tejaswini,
one among them, said, "We
were disgusted on how our
Olympians were treated by the
government and how sexual
assault accused was being pro-
tected.

Hone skills: Botsa to teachers

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Education Minister Botsa
Satyanarayana has emphasised
the need for teachers to
enhance their teaching abili-
ties, aiming to provide litera-
cy and numeracy for all stu-
dents. He urged teachers to
play a crucial role in advanc-
ing the state's educational
progress.

As the chief guest at the
valedictory of the six-day foun-
dational training programme,
Minister Satyanarayana
stressed the importance of
teachers engaging with stu-
dents through various activities
such as play, singing, and
interactive teaching to achieve
desired outcomes. He also
highlighted the State govern-
ment's increased funding for
school education and imple-
mentation of several reforms.

"We have strengthened the
school education system

through initiatives like
'Jagananna Gorumudda’,
'Jagananna Amma Vodi',
Tagananna Vidya Kanuka', and
other child welfare pro-
grammes," stated Minister
Satyanarayana.

He further mentioned the
development of school infra-
structure under 'Manabadi
Nadu-Nedu' and the forth-
coming implementation of

digital education. The Minister
emphasised the importance
of teachers applying the tech-
niques learned in the Gyan
Prakash programme within
the classroom and assured
ongoing training for them.

Commissioner of School
Education S Suresh Kumar
emphasised that teaching skills
hold greater significance than
the medium of instruction, as
they contribute to achieving
the desired quality of educa-
tion.

State Project Officer of
Samagra Siksha B Srinivasa
Rao highlighted the potential
of teachers in building a bet-
ter society through value-
based education.

Satyanarayana also visited
the stalls set up by resource
persons who participated in
the six-day training pro-
gramme and unveiled the
pamphlet for the 'Gyan
Prakash' training programme.

Leaders of farmers’ unions for implementing
Swaminathan panel recommendations

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Rythu
Sanghala Samanvaya Samiti
leaders met Vijayawada MP
Kesineni Srinivas (Nani) and
submitted a representation seek-
ing support in implementing Dr
Swaminathan Commission's
recommendations in the coun-
try, at the MP's office in
Vijayawada on Tuesday.

Led by Andhra Pradesh
Rythu Sanghala Samanvaya
Samiti convener and former
minister Vadde
Shobhanadreeswara Rao, they
met MP Nani and discussed
various issues regarding the
farming sector and farmers'
problems.

Later, Vadde said that all
MPs should raise their voice to
bring an Act to implement Dr
Swaminathan Commission's
recommendations. For that,

the Central government should
implement a Minimum
Support Price (MSP) Act for all
crops. People's representatives
should be extending their sup-
port to the farmers’ agitations,
he urged.

He said Samyuktha Kisan
Morcha was going to fight the
Central government over the cri-
sis which is being faced by farm-
ers. As a Parliament member,

Kesineni Nani should give sup-
port to our movement. MPs
should raise their voice to help the
farmers overcome the problems
in the farm sector, he added.
Samiti senior leader Y Kesava
Rao said that the Central gov-
ernment should take steps to
drop all cases registered during
the agitation period. Also, pay
compensation to the kin of
those who died during the agi-

tation, he urged. He said that
Kerala State’s debt redemption
model was necessary to resolve
all problems of farmers.

Andhra Pradesh Koulu Rythu
Sangham State general secretary
P Jamalaiah said that the Centre
and all State governments
should waive all debts of farm-
ers and tenant farmers in the
country. The MPs should put
pressure on the Central govern-
ment during the Parliament
sessions for that, he added.

Later, Kesineni Nani said that
he would try to invite the atten-
tion of the Central government
to the farmers’ problems.

Andhra Pradesh Saguneeti
Sanghal Samakhya State pres-
ident Alla Venkata Gopala
Krishna Rao, Telugu Rythu
State general secretary K
Narendra, AIKS State secretary
D Haranadh, and others were
present.

BJP chief challenges
oppn parties for debate
on development

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

BJP Andhra Pradesh State
president Somu Veera Raju
has come down heavily on the
Opposition parties over their
‘baseless allegations’ against
the Central government. He
has challenged the Opposition
parties to take part in a debate
on the development works
implemented by the Central
government in the State.

Addressing media persons
at the party office in
Vijayawada on Tuesday, Somu
Veera Raju explained the
development initiatives execut-
ed with the support of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. He
alleged that even though the
Central government had taken
up various activities worth
thousands of crores of rupees,
the Opposition parties were
politicising them. “They are
making false allegations against
the BJP-led NDA government
for their own political exis-
tence,” he said.

He asked the ruling YSRCP

government why it was not
distributing the AP TIDCO
houses, although they had
been completed. “The State
government is using the funds
of Ayushman Bharat, but why
is the government calling the
scheme Aarogyasri,” he asked.
He flayed the State govern-
ment for not mentioning the
Central governments name
after receiving funds.

Meanwhile, he challenged
the ruling YSRCP and the
Opposition TDP to come to an
open debate on the Central
government funds and the
development implemented by
the State government. He
requested the media houses to
come forward to organise a
debate.

He alleged that the YSRCP
had put the State in the reverse
gear in the past four years. He
demanded that the govern-
ment disclose the list of indus-
tries coming to the State. He
also criticised the State govern-
ment for not allotting lands for
Central projects.

AP BJP president Somu Veerraju addressing a press conce in Vijayawada on

Tuesday.

Pic by CH VIJAYA BHASKAR

Cmde Rajneesh Sharma takes over
as the Naval Officer-in- Charge AP

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Cmde Rajneesh Sharma took
over as Naval Officer-in-
Charge, Andhra Pradesh from
Cmde M Goverdhan Raju,
NM at a Ceremonial Divisions
held at Naval Base,
Visakhapatnam on 30 May
23.

Cmde Rajneesh Sharma is
an alumnus of the National
Defence Academy(NDA),
Pune. He was commissioned
in the Indian Navy on 01 Jul
1997 and specializes in
Navigation and Direction. He
is also a graduate of the
Defence Services Staff College,
Wellington and Naval War
College (NWC), Goa.

He has been the Fleet

Navigating Officer of the

Eastern Fleet, Executive
Officer of INS Shivalik and has
commanded INS Akshay and
Fleet Support Ship Deepak. His
ashore appointment includes
Commander Training Team at
INA, Command Plans Officer
of Eastern Naval Command

and Directing Staff at Naval
War College, Goa. The officer
has also done a tenure on dep-
utation with National Coast
Guard, Mauritius.

The officer is married to
Rekha Sharma who is active-
ly involved in Naval Wellness
and Welfare Association.

Rahul to visit New Jersey

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Congress
Committee (APCC) president
and former MLC Gidugu Rudra
Raju has said that AICC leader
Rahul Gandhi will visit New
Jersey in the USA on June 4. He
gave a call to the Non-Residents
of Indians (NRI) to make the

programme successful.

Rudra Raju addressed a
meeting of NRIs in New Jersey
on Tuesday. As many as 200
NRIs attended the meeting.

He said that the democrat-
ic India was facing severe
problems and he requested
them to give suggestions to
Rahul Gandhi to develop the

country. For that, the Congress
party was going to organise a
face-to-face programme in
New Jersey, he said.

AICC secretary in charge
Arthi Krishnaji, leaders
Rajeshwar Gangasani, Pradeep
Shyamala, Srinivasa Rao, Bh
Rama Mohana Rao, B Sujana Sai
and others were present.

‘Conservation of environment everyone S respon51b1hty

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Protection of the environment
and conservation of nature
and natural resources is the
responsibility of each and every
individual living on this plan-
et, opined Polavaram Irrigation
Project  Superintendent
Engineer K Narasimha Murthy.
An awareness programme on
Mission LiFE and a plantation
drive was organised by the
Forest Department, in coordi-
nation with the Water
Resources Development and
Megha Engineering
Infrastructure Limited (MEIL),
at the Polavaram irrigation
project site on Tuesday. The
officials took the pledge of

‘Mission LiFE'.

Speaking on the occasion, he
said that LiFE meant 'Lifestyle
for Environment', which was an
India-led global mass move-
ment introduced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at
COP26 in Glasgow on
November 2021 to encourage
‘'mindful and deliberate utilisa-
tion, instead of mindless and
destructive consumption' to
protect and preserve the envi-
ronment. The mission has
emphasised on 75 key actions
for individuals and communi-
ties to take across seven themes
including ‘Save Energy’, ‘Save
Water) ‘Say No to Single Use
Plastic, ‘Reduce e-waste, Adopt
Sustainable Food Systems,

‘Reduce Waste, and ‘Adopt
Healthy Lifestyles.

“This initiative is designed
with the objective to mobilise
over one billion Indians and
other global citizens to take
individual and collective action
for protecting and conserving
the environment in the period
2022-28. As part of this, over 80
per cent of all villages and
urban local bodies are aimed to
become environment-friendly
by 2028, he added.

Polavaram Forest Range
Officer Daveedu Raju Nayudu
said that the AP Forest
Department aimed to organise
more than 10,000 events by
June 5 -- 'World Environment
Day' --including awareness

campaigns, plantation drives
and cleanup programmes
across the State. As part of this,
plastic clean-up drives are being
held in various habitations
involving local fishermen in
Papikonda National Park, River
Godavari and boating points of
Papikondalu Tourism.

Polavaram Project Inspector
of Police M Venkateswarulu
said that in order to combat
global warming, every individ-
ual should take the responsibil-
ity of planting and protecting
trees for the survival of future
generations of this plant.
Engineers of the Water
Resources Department, MEIL,
and other officials were also
present.
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Jagan found a place in

hearts of people:

The Health Minister says 98.5% promises of manifesto fulfilled

PNS B NARASARAOPET

Minister for Health Vidadala
Rajini has claimed that 98.5%
of assurances, given to the
people in the manifesto, have
been fulfilled and priority has
been given to key sectors
including health, welfare and
education during the last four
years.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Chilakaluripet on
Tuesday on the occasion of
completing four years in office,
the Minister said that Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy had provided a great
administration in these four
years which will remain forev-
er in history. She cut a cake to
celebrate the completion of
four years of formation of the
YSRCP government.

She said that May 30, 2019
would remain in the history of
AP forever as Jagan Mohan
Reddy was sworn in as Chief
Minister.

Jagan Mohan Reddy has
found a place in the hearts of

the poor by implementing var-
ious welfare schemes. Every
YSRCP activist could say
proudly about the good gover-
nance provided during the
four years and the schemes
implemented for the poor, she
said.

“The government has
brought vital reforms in the
Education, Medical, Health
and Agriculture sectors. By
implementing Amma Vodi,
Vidya Deevena, Gorumudda
and Vidya Kanuka, the govern-
ment has taken education to
the poor students.

Under the Nadu-Nedu
scheme, the government

schools were modernized and
all facilities were provided as
par with the private schools,"
she claimed, adding that the
government hospitals are being
modernized to provide more
facilities to the patients.

“17 new medical colleges are
being constructed of which 5
medical colleges will start from
this academic  year.
Permissions have already been
given to four medical colleges.
Family doctor system was
introduced to take medical
treatment to the door steps of
the patient,” the Health
Minister stated.

Vidadala Rajini said that

the Rythu Bharosa Kendras
have come as a boon to the
farmers. The farmers are being
provided free electricity, zero
interest loans, free crop insur-
ance and input subsidy is being
extended in a fast manner. She
said that 32 lakh poor were
given house sites across the
state and houses are being
constructed in the sites to
them.

She highlighted the YSR
Cheyuta, Asara, Kapu Nestam,
EBC Nestam and YSR zero
interest loans which are being
implemented by the YSRCP
regime as per the assurance.

Taking a dig at the opposi-
tion TDP, she lamented that
people endured many difficul-
ties during the Naidu led TDP
regime. The Janmabhoomi
committees had looted the
people. All sections of people
were deceived during the
Naidu regime, she slammed
and predicted that the TDP
would taste worse than the
1029 elections in the next elec-
tions.

Andhra

Ensure transparency in transters: Collector

PNS B BHIMAVARAM

District Collector P Prashanthi
has directed the officials con-
cerned to carry out the trans-
fer process of village and ward
employees in a transparent
manner. The Collector held a
meeting with the officials and
reviewed the transfer process
here on Tuesday.

Speaking on the occasion,
she ordered the officials to con-
duct the transfer process as per
the schedule. The transfers
should be carried out without
giving place to complaints and
allegations, she directed the
officials. She warned of action
if complaints were received
on the transfers.

The transfers process would
continue till June 10, she said,
adding that transfers would be
carried out on the basis of three
categories. “On medical

grounds, both husband and
wife government employees
can seek transfer within the
district in the single woman
category. If they want to go to
other districts, they can apply
in the husband and wife cate-
gory only with mutual con-
sent," she explained.

The Village Ward Secretariat
employees are advised to apply
online till June 3 for district
and inter-district transfers, she
said, stating that a link has been
made available for employees
to apply for transfers in the
HRMS porter where they reg-
ister their daily attendance.

Collector Prashanthi direct-
ed the officials to complete the
examination of applications
and objections by June 10.
Schedule for transfer within the
district is as follows:
Submission of vacancy details
in respective district offices on

JSP activists tear off
YSRCP flexi: Balineni

PNS B ONGOLE

YSRCP MLA and former min-
ister Balineni Srinivasa Reddy
alleged that the Janasena
activists tore off the flexi ban-
ners of YSRCP.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Tuesday, he said
that the flex banners of YSRCP
were torn off by the JSP

activists at various places and
they behaved outrageously on
the YSRCP activists. “The
YSRCP activists do not
indulge in such activities. It is
not proper for the JSP activists
to destroy the flexi banners of
YSRCP. No where the flexi
banners of YSRCP were
destroyed in the state except in
Ongole,” Balineni stated.

Take up special drive to identify
child labour: District Collector

PNS B ELURU

Collector Prasanna Venkatesh
directed the officials concerned
to conduct a special drive dur-
ing the month of June to iden-
tify child labour.

The Collector held a meet-
ing with the task force commit-
tee here on Tuesday. Speaking
on the occasion, the Collector
asked the officials to take steps
to bring out children from the
workplace, send them to
schools and provide them a
bright future.

Collector Prasanna
Venkatesh said that everyone
should cooperate to create a
child labour-free district. He
said that the officials of the
Education Department, Police,
Labour Department,
Children's Rights Protection
Organizations, Social Welfare

Department, Medical
Department and other depart-
ments should identify the child
labourers and bring them from
work to school.

The Collector directed the
officials to evolve a plan in this
regard to conduct inspections
with the concerned authorities
in the month of June. The
Collector ordered the District
Deputy Labour Commissioner
Kumari CH to register crimi-

nal cases and impose fines on
the owners who violate these
and take children to work.

The Collector asked the
officials to conduct frequent
inspections at the places where
child labour is prevalent. He
told the officials to conduct
inspections at the railway sta-
tion, RTC complex, in hotels,
in grocery shops and at brick
kilns to identify if children are
working there.

Collector Prasanna
Venkatesh said that the educa-
tion department should bring
the list of the children who
have dropped out of school
and counsel the parents so that
the children can join the
schools again. ASP Bhaskar
Rao and DEO Ravisagar and
social welfare JD Madhusudan
Rao were among those who
were present.

May 28, application for trans-
fer with self-attested details till
June 3, online applications
reviewed by appointing offi-
cer's office till June 6, display
of web rank list on June 6,
mandals, Allotment of ULBs,
keeping the lists with reasons
of rejection for transfer in
portal, appointing authority
should conduct physical coun-
seling on the 8th, 9th, 10th
June and issue transfer orders
pointing to specific village and
ward secretariat. From June 10,
if the employee has any griev-
ances, he can file a complaint
before the District Collector.
Schedule for inter-district
transfer is as follows:

Submission of vacancy details
by concerned district offices on
May 28, application for trans-
fer with self attested details till
June 3, the appointing author-
ity of the source district will

send the application to the des-
tination district counterpart,
on June 5 in the destination
district format.

The State Head of the
Department submits the appli-
cations to the Secretary by
June 8, circulates to the
Government, GAD Secretary
and issues orders. On the 8th,
9th and 10th of June appoint-
ing authority should conduct
physical counselling and issue
transfer orders showing specif-
ic village and ward secretariat.
From June 10, if the employee
has any grievances, he can file
a complaint before the District
Collector.

GSWS officer KCH Appa
Rao, district agricutlrue officer
Z Venkateswara Rao, DHMO
D Maheswara Rao and animal
husbandry  officer K
Muralikrishna and other offi-
cials were present.

Pollce off|0|als toId {0 check
ganja, illicit liquor menaces

PNS B ONGOLE

Superintendent of Police
Malika Garg directed the police
officials to take stringent steps
to check the ganja and illicit
liquor menaces in the district.

The SP held a meeting with
the Special Enforcement Bureau
officials here on Tuesday.
Speaking on the occasion, she
told them to avail the technol-
ogy in investigating procedures
and strive hard to ensure that
the offenders are punished in
the courts. “The vigilance

should be strengthened to con-
tain the brewing of illicit liquor,
illegal transport and selling,” the
SP told them.

The SP also reviewed the
illicit mining of sand and
transportation. The SP direct-
ed the police officials to resolve
the pending cases at the earli-
est. The Police and the SEB
officers should conduct joint
raids with special vigilance on
country-made liquor distilling
units and sales centres.

Special measures should be
taken to curb illicit liquor,

ganja, illicit liquor, illegal sand,
illicit drug traffic and other
unsocial activities without fur-
ther strengthening of the infor-
mation system.

The SP gave away appreci-
ation letters to the police per-
sonnel for performing the best
in conducting raids on the
country-made liquor brewing
units. ASP (Admn.) K
Nageswara Rao, SEB ES A
Avulaiah, SB SDP B Mariyadas
and trainee IPS Ankita Surana
were among those who were
present.

TDP leader lambasts YSRGP rule

PNS B GUNTUR

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
leader and former minister
Nakka Ananda Babu ridiculed
that the people of AP state had
witnessed the rule of ‘vision-
ary’ previously and now they
are witnessing the rule of a
‘prisoner’

Talking to the media here on
Tuesday, Anandababu said
before 2019 the people of the
state witnessed the rule of a
visionary (Chandrababu
Naidu). After 2019, the people
of the state are witnessing the
rule of a prisonary (Jagan

Mohan Reddy). Now the peo-
ple of the state are grieving for
defeating the TDP, he lashed
out.

The state in the regime
of YSRCP, has gone back to
20 years in respect of
development, he slammed.
During the TDP regime,
72% of Polavaram works
had been completed, he
claimed.

“Jagan Mohan Reddy has
ruined the capital city
Amaravti. No new industries
have been established and
some of the existing industries
have left. Job notification has

not been issued,” the TDP
Polit Bureau member lam-
basted.

Anandababu Babu claimed
that the AP government has
borrowed to the tune of over
Rs 9 lakh crore debts. “Without
creating wealth, the state gov-
ernment has solely depended
on debts. There is no vision to
the Chief Minister who is
hoodwinking the people in the
name of welfare schemes,” he
criticised. The YSRCP was
shocked with the manifesto
unveiled by Chandrababu
Naidu in the Mahanadu con-
clave, he claimed.

2 boys killed as lorry knocks down bike

PNS B ONGOLE

Two teenage boys were killed
when the motorcycle on which
they were going was knocked
down by alorry at Ankalamma
temple at Peddaraveedu village
on Tuesday.

Police said that a sand-laden
lorry knocked down a motor-
cycle killing Rajanikant and
Anvesh. Both the boys died
while being shifted to the GGH
in Guntur. The police registered
a case and shifted the bogies to
the GGH for postmortem.

In another accident, four
persons were injured when the

car in which they were travel-
ling rammed a stationary lorry
at Rapur village in Nellore dis-
trict on Tuesday. Police said that
a family belonging to
Jangalapalli village in Atmakur
constituency went to Tirumala
on pilgrimage.

When they were going back
to their village, their car
rammed a stationary lorry in
which four members of the
family were injured. The con-
dition of one of the injured is
said to be serious. The car dri-
ver was drowsy at the steering
wheel resulting in the car ram-
ming the lorry, police said.

Karnataka Dy. CM
Shiva Kumar visits
Sundareswara
temple

PNS B ELURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shiva Kumar
worshipped at the famous
Meenakshi sameta Iswarya
Sundareswar Swamy temple
at Chilakapadu village in
Undrajavaram mandal in EG
district in Andhra Pradesh on
Tuesday.

Shiva Kumar also partici-
pated in the idol consecration
programme held in the tem-
ple. The priests of the temple
blessed him. Later the deputy
Chief Minister also partici-
pated in the Homam. Later
he visited the house of TDP
leader and former MLA
Arimilli Radhakrishna.

Rain, gales blow painted storks’ nests
away in AP village, 20 chicks die

PNS B VEERAPURAM
(SSS Dist)

As many as 20 painted stork
chicks fell to their death at
Veerapuram village in Andhra
Pradesh's Sri Sathyasai district
after their nests were blown
away due to heavy rain and
gales.

Nearly 20 nests were blown
away during the gales on
Monday, eight from one tree
and six each from another two,
leading to the deaths of the 20
chicks and injuries to some
more of the birds, a forest offi-
cial said on Tuesday.

Officials managed to gath-
er 15 fallen chicks and a few
more grown up ones to treat
them for their injuries.

The forest officials entrust-
ed the injured birds to a veteri-
narian who applied ointment
and tied bandages around the
wounds. Following their recov-
ery, some grown-up birds flew
away while a few others,
including some chicks, are still
recuperating, Sri Sathyasai
District DFO Ravindranath
Reddy said on Tuesday.

Officials not only treated the
baby birds but also fed them
small fishes. Out of the 15
chicks, nine flew away while
six remain, he said.

According to the forest offi-
cials, up to 2,000 migratory

birds, mostly painted storks,
are estimated to be spending
time in the two neighbouring
villages of Veerapuram and
Venkatapuram.

Reddy said that painted
storks generally come during

the winter, attracted by the
water sources and leave after
the season. But one flock came
late and continued to stay in
the region as they are nesting.
These 20 chicks belonged to
those latecomers.

The residents of
Veerapuram village have
embraced the birds and are
nurturing them.

Veerapuram is a revenue vil-
lage under Chilamathur man-
dal with no reserve forest, but
the villagers have happily coex-
isted with these winged visitors
historically.

In March, the DFO present-
ed a freezer to the villagers to
stock up some medicines to
tend to migratory birds when
need. The officer is also said to
have given the local sarpanch
a salary of sorts for six months,
November to March, to super-
vise their welfare. Though the
forest department planned to
fund the supply of fish to feed
these birds, budget constraints
played spoilsport with the idea
of populating the water
sources in the vicinity with
small fish.

Giang that posed as IT men
to loot gold shop busted

PNS B HYDERABAD

In a heist that seemed straight
out of a movie, a gang from
Khanapur, Maharashtra, drew
inspiration from films like
"Special 26" (2016) starring
Akshay Kumar and "Gang"
(2018) featuring Suriya. Their
meticulously planned robbery
left the victim oblivious to the
crime until the gang had made
their escape.

However, the police man-
aged to apprehend four of the
accused, one of whom is an
employee of the targeted gold
shop.

The police have identified the
accused as Rahman Gafoor
Athar (30), Zakir Ghani Athar
(35), Praveen Yadav (32) and
Akash Arun Hovil (31).
However, several others
involved in the crime are still
absconding. The police man-
aged to seize 7 gold biscuits
while a total of 17 gold biscuits
went missing. The police said
that the phase II of this opera-
tion is still ongoing.

According to the police, the

gang involved collaboration
between the accused from
Maharashtra and Goa. Zakir
Ghani Athar, one of the arrest-
ed individuals, had been work-
ing at Harshad Gold Melting
Shop, located at Pot Market,
Secunderabad, for the past one
month. The gang planned to
steal gold bars from Siddi
Vinayaka Gold Shop, where
Zakir had insider knowledge.
The offenders arrived in
Hyderabad on May 24 on a bus
and train, and checked into
Delhi Lodge at Patny Centre,
Secunderabad.

Zakir acquainted them with
the plan, showcasing the target-
ed gold shop to his accomplices,
Babu and Lala, on the fourth
floor of Navketan Complex. On
May 27, all the accused entered
the shop posing as IT officials,
brandishing fake ID cards.

Within a matter of 10 to 15
minutes, they swiftly confiscat-
ed all cellphones and looted the
gold biscuits weighing 1,700
grams, valued at Rs 60 lakh. The
gang escaped, leaving the con-
fined workers behind.

Spl. CS Dwivedi
inspects
housing layouts

Special Chief Secretary
Gopalakrishna Dwivedi,
along with MLA Kurasala
Kannababu , and Collector
Kritika Sukla visited Nemam
village on Tuesday and
inspected the progress of the
construction of houses under
Jagananna housing colony.
He also inaugurated the
protect water scheme over
head reservoir constructed at
a cost of Rs.48 lakhs and
interacted with the villagers
on the implementation of
welfare and developmental
schemes.He has asked the
officials to take special initia-
tive and expedite the imple-
mentation of various devel-
opmental programmes.
Dwivedi said the chief
Minister appointed him as
the district special officer for
the prestigious Jaganannaku
chebudam’ programme as
such inspecting the progress
of housing works in housing
layouts, Mana badi-Naadu,
nedu, village secretariats and
Rythu Bharosa Kendra's
buildings construction.
Earlier Dwivedi has
inspected the housing con-
struction for the Kakinada
urban poor in Komaragiri
housing layouts along with
Kakinada municipal com-
missioner Dr Mahesh kumar.
He also G Ragampet in
Peddapuram mandal and
inspected the activities of
the center for creation of
wealth from garbage. ZP
CEO Satyanarayana,
Municipal commissioner ]
Surendra were among those
who accompanied them.
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Goa to Delhi."The said passenger verbally

Unruly passenger assaults Air India
crew member onboard Goa-Delhi flight

male passenger onboard an Air India flight from Goa on Monday physically
Aassaulted a crew member and the unruly passenger was handed over to the

security personnel after landing at the Delhi airport, according to the airline. In
recent months, there have been multiple incidents of unruly passenger behaviour
onboard aircraft and the latest incident happened onboard flight AlI882 enroute from

abused the crew members and then went
on to physically assault one of them on
board. On landing at Delhi airport, the
passenger continued with the
unprovoked, aggressive behaviour and
was handed over to the security
personnel. We have also reported the
incident to the regulator," an Air India
spokesperson said in a statement on
Tuesday. Further details about the
incident could not be immediately
ascertained.
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Delhi court denies hail to policemen

accused of abduction, extortion

two people, extorting money from them and insulting their religious beliefs,

saying they betrayed the State, which employed them to protect the life, liberty
and property of its citizens and not to harm them. Special Judge Samar Vishal
dismissed the bail applications filed by accused Sandeep, Sompal, Amit Kumar,

Acourt here has denied bail to five Delhi police personnel accused of abducting

Chander Bhan and Amit, all working
with the Delhi Police, noting the

allegations against them were serious

and they had already tried to
influence the complainants Mohd
Nawab and Soaib. The accused had
sought the relief on the ground that
they tried to save the complainants,
who were transporting beef in their
car, which collided with a scooter.

Soon a mob gathered there and tried

to communalise the issue, they
claimed.

India a major partner in UN’s
transformation of peacekeeping

PNS B NEW DELHI

India is a "major partner" in the
UN's strategy for the digital
transformation of peacekeep-
ing, the United Nations peace-
keeping chief has said, as he laud-
ed the country's commitment
and engagement through key ini-
tatives such as ensuring account-
ability for crimes against the Blue
Helmets.

India is currently the third
largest contributor of uniformed
personnel to UN Peacekeeping,
with over 6,000 military and
police personnel deployed to
Abyei, the Central African
Republic, Cyprus, the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Lebanon, the Middle
East and Western Sahara.

"India is a major player in the
world, in the UN, in multilater-
alism, and it's a major player in
peacekeeping as well, including
but not only through the impor-
tance of its contribution in terms
of troops and police. We're also
supported in many other ways,
including in terms of the initia-
tives that we take to improve

peacekeeping,” Under-Secretary-
General for Peace Operations
Jean-Pierre Lacroix said in an
exclusive interview.

The UN peacekeeping chief
highlighted the "important role"
played by peacekeepers from
India, one of the significant
troop and police-contributing
countries to UN peacekeeping.

Lacroix said that India's
"engagement and commitment”
in support of peace operations is
critical, both politically through
its contribution and in support
of the department's initiatives.

He further underlined the

"role of India in supporting our
initiative to make sure that peace
operations will be up to speed in
terms of digital technologies
because this is absolutely critical.
We have a strategy for the digi-
tal transformation of peacekeep-
ing. And India is a major part-
ner in that regard," he said.

The UN marked 75 years of
peacekeeping and commemorat-
ed the International Day of UN
Peacekeepers on May 29 with
this year's theme of "Peace begins
with me'.

Three Indian peacekeepers,
who lost their lives serving under
the UN flag last year, were
among the 103 military, police,
and civilian peacekeepers hon-
oured posthumously with the
prestigious Dag Hammarskj 1d
Medal at a solemn ceremony last
week. Border Security Force
personnel Head Constables
Shishupal Singh and Sanwala
Ram Vishnoi, who served with
the Organisation Stabilisation
Mission in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
(MONUSCO) and Shaber
Taher Ali, who served in a civil-

ian capacity with the UN
Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI) were awarded the
medal posthumously at UN
headquarters on May 25.

Under its Presidency of the
Security Council in August
2021, India, in collaboration
with the UN, announced the
rollout of the UNITE AWARE
platform, a "situational aware-
ness software programme that
allows a Peacekeeping
Operations Centre to visualise
and analyse the ground situa-
tion in a conflict zone on a real-
time basis."

Earlier this year, India
deployed a platoon of women
peacekeepers to the UN
Mission in Abyei, the country’s
largest single unit of female
Blue Helmets in a UN mission
since 2007, heralding New
Delhi's intent of increasing sig-
nificantly the number of
women in peacekeeping con-
tingents. The platoon is
deployed in Abyei as part of the
Indian Battalion in the United
Nations Interim Security Force,
Abyei (UNISFA).

10 Vaishno Devi
pilgrims dead, 57
injured in Jammu
bus accident

PNS B JHAJUAR
KOTLI/JAMMU

Ten Vaishno Devi pilgrims,
most of them from Bihar,
were killed and 57 injured on
Tuesday as the bus they were
travelling in skidded off the
road and rammed into the
railing of a bridge before
falling off it, officials said.

The death toll may go up
as Government Medical
College Hospital Principal
Shashi Soodan said two of the
injured admitted there are
critical.

The officials said the bus,
which was on its way to
Katra from Amritsar, met
with the accident in Jhajjar
Kotli area on the Jammu-
Srinagar National Highway
between 6.30 and 7 am. Katra
is a base camp for the pil-
grims visiting the famous
shrine atop the Trikuta hills.

They said most of the trav-
ellers were members of an
extended family from Bihar's
Lakhisarai and were on pil-
grimage to Vaishno Devi
temple for a ritual of a child.
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Villagers in Anantnag hold fishing
festival to clean waterbodies

esidents of Panzath village here have found a novel way of keeping their water
Rbodies clean. They hold a fishing festival annually in which men of all ages clean the
lakes and ponds, all the while managing to catch some fishes too!
What sets the exercise apart is that people do not use fishing rods but baskets made of
wicker or plastic containers to catch fish. The containers are dipped into the water and
then pulled out with trash collected in
them, which are then unloaded on the
banks of the water body. People, if
lucky, find fishes from among the
trash. The trash is later discarded.
“Today people are gathered here to
celebrate the annual fishing day. The
main aim of this celebration is to clean
the water bodies. Like we wait for the
Eid to be celebrated every year, the
same way we celebrate this day,"
Farooq Ahmad Bhat, a local resident of
the village, said.

‘One cannot malign judicial

of]

PNS B NEW DELHI

One cannot malign judicial
officers by using social
media, the Supreme Court
observed on Tuesday while
dismissing a plea challenging
a Madhya Pradesh High
Court order that sentenced a
man to 10 days in jail for
making corruption allega-
tions against a district judge.

A vacation bench of Justice
Bela M Trivedi and Justice
Prashant Kumar Mishra said it
was not inclined to interfere in
the matter.

"Just because you don't get
a favourable order doesn't
mean that you will malign the
judicial ofticer. Independence
of (the) judiciary doesn't just
mean independence from (the)
executive but also from outside
forces. This has to be a lesson
for others also.

"He should have thought
twice before casting any asper-
sion on the judicial officer. He
maligned the judicial officer.
Think of the damage done to
the judicial officer's image,"
Justice Trivedi observed oral-
ly.

icers by using social media’

The counsel appearing for
the petitioner sought leniency
from the Supreme Court and
said the imprisonment order
was excessive.

The lawyer said this is a
matter pertaining to personal
liberty and the applicant has
already been in jail since May
27.

The top court bench then
remarked, "We're here to
decide on law, not show mercy.
Especially to such persons."

The apex court was hearing
a plea filed by Krishna Kumar
Raghuvanshi, challenging the
high court judgment in a suo

motu criminal contempt case
initiated against him for mak-
ing allegations of corruption
against a district judge.

The proceedings were initi-
ated against Raghuvanshi in
response to a reference made
by Additional District Judge
SPS Bandela under Section
15(2) of the Contempt of
Courts Act.

The reference was based on
Raghuvanshi's defiance of the
court's orders in a temple-relat-
ed dispute and his circulation
of a letter maligning the court's
image, reputation and prestige
through WhatsApp.

To reach out to 1,000 eminent
persons in every LS constltuency

PNS B MUMBAI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) will begin its Maha
Jansampark Abhiyan, a
month-long campaign, on
Wednesday, during which it
will reach out to 1,000 emi-
nent persons from every
Lok Sabha constituency, a
party leader said on
Tuesday.

Talking to reporters, the
party's national general sec-
retary Vinod Tawde said
the campaign, which will
begin on May 31, will con-
tinue till June 30.

"We have prepared a list
of 1,000 persons from every
Lok Sabha seat in the coun-

try, who have won civilian
awards such as Padma or
president's medals during
their service. With 543 seats
in Lok Sabha, the cumula-
tive figure comes to 5.5 lakh
people in the country, who
will be visited by the BJP's
union ministers or senior
party functionaries during
the reach-out campaign,"
Tawde said.

Those supporting Kejriwal on Delhi ordinance
issue will be seen as corrupt: BJP

PNS B NEW DELHI

All those coming in support of
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal to oppose the central
ordinance on control over
administrative services in Delhi
will be seen by the people as
the "corrupt standing in favour
of corruption”, the BJP said on
Tuesday.

The BJP’s reaction came after
CPI (M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury assured his

party’s support to Kejriwal on
the issue.

BJP leader and Union minister
Meenakshi Lekhi said the
ordinance has been brought to
ensure action is taken against
those involved in corruption and
"'make Delhi and India
corruption-free." "All those who
are standing against the
ordinance will be seen by the
people as the corrupt who are
standing in favour of
corruption,” Lekhi charged.

Retailers asked not
to take consumers’
mobile numbers
without consent

PNS B NEW DELHI

Amid rising complaints,
Consumer Affairs Secretary
Rohit Kumar Singh has written
to major industry bodies for
advising retailers not to take
mobile numbers of consumers
without their consent at the time
of sale of goods or services.

The secretary has recently
written a letter to CII, FICCI,
Assocham, PHDCCI, Retailers
Association of India (RAI) and
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT), asking them to
advise retailers on this issue.

"[ urge upon you to suitably
advise the retailers that the mobile
number of the consumers should
not be taken without their express
consent at the time of sale of any
goods or services and, providing
the same should not be made a
mandatory pre-condition for
sale," Singh said in the letter dated
May 26. The secretary noted that
anumber of grievances are being
registered on the National
Consumer Helpline (NCH)
about the fact that many retail
stores are compelling consumers
to submit their mobile numbers
before purchasing a product.

In case of denial to provide the
mobile number, consumers were
in many cases denied their rights
under the Consumer Protection
Act, 2019 by retailers, either
declining to sell the product or
service and/or also rejecting any
refund, exchange etc, the secre-
tary wrote.

NCERT drops references to

PNS B NEW DELHI

The NCERT has dropped ref-
erences to the demand for a
separate Sikh nation Khalistan
from the class 12 political sci-
ence textbook following objec-
tions from the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC), according
to education ministry officials.

The SGPC had last month
alleged that the National
Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT) misrepresented his-
torical details about Sikhs in its
Class 12 political science text-
book.

The Sikh body's objection
pertained to the mention of the

Anandpur Sahib resolution in
the book "Politics In India
Since Independence”.

The dropped sentences are -
- "the resolution was a plea for
strengthening federalism but it
could also be interpreted as a

plea for a separate Sikh nation"
and "the more extreme ele-
ments started advocating seces-
sion from India and the cre-

ation of 'Khalistan"'.
The statements have been

rewritten as "the resolution

SC grants protection to woman fearing threat to life from family

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the Delhi
Police to grant protection to a
20-year-old woman who
allegedly ran away from home
and is apprehending threat to
her life from her family mem-
bers.

The top court passed the
order while declining to inter-
fere with a Madhya Pradesh
High Court order cancelling
the anticipatory bail granted to
a man accused of kidnapping
her.

As the matter was being
heard by a vacation bench of

Justice Bela M Trivedi and
Justice Prashant Kumar
Mishra, the woman appeared
via videoconferencing and
requested the court to permit
her to appear in-person.

After being granted permis-
sion, she appeared before the
bench and expressed apprehen-
sion that there is a threat to her
life from her family members
and alleged that her brother is
following her.

The woman expressed
apprehension that she will be
forcibly taken back to her
home, where she does not
want to go. According to her,
she stays in Varanasi and wants

to return there. However, she
sought protection.

When the women told the
court about her condition, the
bench said the high court had
cancelled the anticipatory bail

Rs 53,000 fine for official who drained out 41L litres
of water from reservoir to retrieve mobile phone

PNS M RAIPUR

The Chhattisgarh government
has imposed a fine of Rs 53,092
on an official who allegedly
drained out 41 lakh litres of
water from a reservoir to
retrieve his mobile phone.
The Water Resources
department imposed the fine
on Rajesh Vishwas, a food
inspector posted in Pakhanjore
area of Kanker district, an
official said on Tuesday.
Vishwas was earlier sus-
pended after the incident at
Paralkot weir came to light.
In aletter to him, the depart-
ment said he drained out water
from the cistern of a waste weir
using a diesel pump without

Khalistan

was a plea for strengthening
federalism".

"Representation from SGPC
was received regarding with-
drawing objectionable content
against Sikh community by
misrepresenting Sri Anandpur
Sahib resolution. A committee
of experts was constituted by
NCERT to examine the issue
and the decision was taken on
basis of the recommendations
of the panel," a senior MoE
official said.

"A corrigendum has been
issued by NCERT. While the
physical books for the new aca-
demic session have already
been printed, the changes will
reflect in the digital books," he
added.
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seeking permission from the
competent authority after his
mobile phone fell into it.

This act was illegal under
the Chhattisgarh Irrigation
Act, it said. Vishwas wasted
4,104 cubic meters of water (41
lakh litres) for which he has

been asked to pay Rs 43,092 at
the rate of Rs 10.50 per cubic
meter, the letter said.

Besides, a penalty of Rs
10,000 has been imposed for
evacuating water without per-
mission, the letter stated.

The official was, thus, asked
to pay a total of Rs 53,092 to
the department within ten
days. Vishwas had gone to the
reservoir for an outing with
friends on May 21 when his
mobile phone fell into the cis-
tern of a waste weir while he
was taking a selfie.

He then allegedly roped in
villagers and got diesel pumps
to empty the water till the
phone was finally fished out on
May 25.

Industrialist Yash Birla gets
HC nod to travel abroad

PNS B MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court has
permitted industrialist
Yashovardhan Birla, who is fac-
ing several cases of fraud and
money laundering, to travel to the
United Kingdom and Egypt till
July 1, noting that he was not a
flight risk or likely to abscond.
A vacation bench of Justices
Abhay Ahuja and Milind Sathaye
on May 26 suspended the Look
Out Circular (LOC) issued
against Birla till July 1 and direct-
ed the immigration authorities to
permit him to pass through
immigration and board his flight.
The court, while granting

Birla permission to travel only to
Egyptand UK, noted that he has
travelled and returned to India on
many occasions and has com-
plied with all the conditions
imposed on him.

"The applicant (Birla) has
abided by the terms and condi-
tions imposed on him during
earlier travels abroad and has his
family in India," the court said.
"Prima facie, therefore, at this
stage, it does not appear to us
that the applicant (Birla) is a
flight risk or likely to abscond or
not present himself before the
Authority/ Investigation or the
Court," the high court said in its
order.

granted to the man by observ-
ing that he was not cooperat-
ing with the investigation and
not responding to the investi-
gating officer despite being
called.

"We are not inclined to
interfere with the impugned
orders passed by the high
court.

"In that view of the matter,
it is directed that the petition-
er shall surrender to the con-
cerned police station within
two days. However, it shall be
open for the petitioner to
make appropriate application
seeking bail as may be permis-
sible under the law and the

same shall be decided by the
concerned court as expedi-
tiously as possible without
being influenced by the obser-
vations made in the present
order," the bench said.

Since the woman has
expressed apprehension that
there is a threat to her life, the
apex court directed the Tilak
Marg SHO in New Delhi to
provide protection to her.

It also ordered the SHO to
make necessary arrangements
to drop her in Varanasi on
Tuesday itself.

The parents of the woman
had lodged a case of kidnap-
ping against the man.

Wrestlers will not he
allowed to protest at India
Gate: Police

PNS B NEW DELHI

The agitating wrestlers will not
be allowed to shift their sit-in
to India Gate as the national
monument is not a site for
demonstrations and alterna-
tive places for their dharna will
be suggested, police sources
said on Tuesday.

The country's top wrestlers,
who were removed by the
Delhi Police from their Jantar
Mantar protest site on Sunday,
had earlier in the day said they
would immerse their medals
in the Ganga and sit on a
hunger strike "until death" at
the India Gate.

"India Gate is not a protest
site and we will not allow them
(wrestlers) to protest there," a
police source said.

"They have not approached
us till now with any such
request. If they want to protest,
they will have to submit a writ-
ten communication to the
DCP concerned, following
which a call will be taken
accordingly,” he said.

The Delhi Police will sug-
gest alternative sites that are
designated for protests such as
Ramleela Ground and Burari,
the source added.

On Monday, the police said
they would not be allowed to
protest at Jantar Mantar.

The wrestlers had been
protesting at Jantar Mantar
since April 23 against
Wrestling Federation of India

TMC files case against
Delhi Police

The TMC has filed a case
with the National Human
Rights Commission seek-
ing action against the Delhi
Police for "manhandling and
assaulting” protesting
women wrestlers at Jantar
Mantar  here, party
spokesperson Saket Gokhale
said Tuesday.

The protesting wrestlers,
including Vinesh Phogat,
Sakshi Malik and Bajrang
Punia, were detained on
Sunday after they breached
the security cordon while
trying to move towards the
new Parliament building.
Soon after, the Delhi Police
cleared the site of their over
month-long sit-in at Jantar
Mantar and said they will
not be allowed to return
there.

"On behalf of my party
TMC (@AITCofficial), have
filed a case with the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) seeking action
against Delhi Police for
manhandling & assaulting
our protesting women
wrestlers.

chief and BJP MP Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh, accus-
ing him of sexually harassing
women grapplers.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Confident Congress

The party hopes to reconcile the differences
between Gehlot and Pilot

ther, making it grow strong, resilient and confident. The landslide mandate that

Victory, John F Kennedy said, has a thousand fathers. All of them nourish it fur-

the Congress received in the recently-concluded Assembly election in Karnataka
seems to have galvanised the grand old party in more than one way. It has certain-
ly broken the toxic mix of sloth and inertia on fratricide in Rajasthan. On Monday, the
high command summoned Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot and his political rival and for-
mer deputy Sachin Pilot to Delhi. The duo had four-hour-long discussions with Rahul
Gandhi and party president Mallikarjun Kharge. “Both leaders have unanimously decid-
ed to work together and left the decision on the high command,” senior party leader
KC Venugopal reportedly said after the meeting without divulging any details. On the
face of it, this was an anodyne statement, but GOP leaders must have heaved a sigh
of relief that the two desert warriors sat together after a long time. This is important
as the Assembly election in Rajasthan is due later
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in Rajasthan.

this year, especially as the State is known for chang-
ing government every five years. As it is, the no-holds-
barred fight between Gehlot and Pilot has hurt the
party’s image in the State. Some time ago, the party
may have feared a repeat of Rajasthan in Karnataka.
Now, having reconciled the differences between Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and State party chief DK
Shivakumar, the GOP would like to do a Karnataka

It may not be easy, though, for the Congress. The
fight between Gehlot and Pilot was quite intense in
which many red lines were crossed. Gehlot had made

several uncharitable remarks about Pilot. Pilot, on his
part, had been denouncing the Gehlot Government over inaction on alleged corrup-
tion during the previous BJP government under Vasundhara Raje. The big question
is: would Gehlot and Pilot be willing to bury the hatchet? It is not just the GOP lead-
ership but the entire Opposition would like them to, for if that happens, not only the
Congress would be in a stronger position to take on the Bharatiya Janata Party in the
forthcoming State polls but also in the 2024 general election. Further, as an upshot,
the entire Opposition would gain strength. Many Opposition leaders are trying to forge
an alliance against the Bharatiya Janata Party. Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar will
be holding a meeting in Patna in a few days; Nationalist Congress Party leader Sharad
Pawar is working towards that end. All these attempts, along with the Congress’ new-
found confidence, can make arithmetic favourable for the Opposition, but that may
not be enough. As we mentioned earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is not the BJP’s
solitary trump card; the saffron party has also been able to entrench its narrative in
political debate—the narrative of muscular nationalism, Hindutva, and unprecedent-
ed infrastructure development. The Opposition doesn’t have a viable alternative to that.

x| ™

Devotees take a holy dip in the Ganga to mark Ganga Dussehra at Har Ki Pauri, in Haridwar PTI

Indo-Nepal ties will

flourish on trust

Political engagement between the countries is missing for some time now. The
historicity of bilateral relations will depend on Prachanda’s longevity as PM

M Pushpa Kamal Dahal

Prachanda will finally

arrive today on a four

days visit. Prachanda’s

first visit was a state visit
when he came after the 10 April
2008 Constituent Assembly elec-
tions to 575 elected seats (out of
601) after the monarchy was dis-
mantled and Nepal declared a
federal democratic, secular repub-
lic. Prachanda who won peace
after ten years of civil war, became
Nepals charismatic leader and
beloved hero, his party winning
227 seats more than Nepali
Congress (110)and CPN UML
(103) combined.

It was a rude shock for India
which had put its money on
Nepali Congress. Still, it tried to
adjust to Maoist ways to give
Prachanda a grand welcome with
the expectation that he would be
sensitive to India’s concerns and
national interests. That hope was
belied as Prachanda had ideas of
a Peoples Republic chasing which
he was forced to resign. The rest
isalegend. In the second CA elec-
tions in November 2013, Maoists
won 81 seats. Prachandas second
visit was in 2016-17 when he
switched to NC from UML for
power-sharing with NC PM Sher
Bahadur Deuba. After the 2017
elections, Maoists won 53 seats
and were forced to join the Left
alliance which won a nearly two-
thirds majority but Prachanda’s
hopes of becoming Prime
Minister in a power-sharing deal
with PM KP Oli never materi-
alised.

In November 2022 elections
his party slumped to 32 seats but
all through the electoral cycles,
CPN (Maoist Centre) even with
declining numbers, remained the
number 3 party - the kingmak-
ers — with NC and UML alternat-
ing as the single largest party.
Prachanda’s reduced strength and
power had not dimmed his ambi-
tion to be the prime minister. He
demonstrated political dexterity
in switching coalitions earlier
this year to remain PM. Nepals
mixed electoral system makes a
single-party majority unlikely.
People

frustrated with the non-per-
formance of older parties, voted
TV anchor, Rabi Lamichhane, as
leader of the fourth largest
Rashtriya Swatantra Party (22

seats) and the rapper Balen
Shah, Mayor of Kathmandu
humbling NC, UML and
Maoists.

The three by-polls held in
April in which RSP won two
seats with overwhelming num-
bers including one from an NC
stronghold have rung alarm
bells for all political parties.
Prachanda wants to revive the
fortune of Maoists with India’s
help. That is why Prachanda
wants to make his present visit
historic and a game changer in
India-Nepal relations for
which he has to win back
India’s trust and most of all, the
trust of the people of Nepal. He
is now part of the eight-party
coalition led by NC, along with
CPN (Unified Socialist), Janata
Samajwadi Party, Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party, Janmat Party,
Nagarik Unmukti Party and
Rashtriya Jan Morcha. It is a
different Prachanda who as
Prime Minister leads the coali-
tion and his party. He has to
undo the pro-China image
that he shed long ago that went
unnoticed by New Delhi’s
political elite. This will not be
easy in a Left-Right coalition.

Prachanda has to remould
his party with a makeover of
leadership. India should be
impressed that Prachanda
unlike in 2008 when he went
to China first, has this time
declined Beijing’s invitation
for the Boao Forum in March
and declared his intention to

AT A POWER
SUMMIT HELD IN
KATHMANDU IN
APRIL, NEPALESE
POWER TRADERS
COMPLAINED
THAT INDIA HAD
NOT PROVIDED
FULL ACCESS TO
POWER MARKETS
AS PER THE

MoU OF 2014

visit India first despite the
scheduling and cabinet forma-
tion difficulties. New Delhi has
not sent the right signals by
failing to give an earlier date for
his visit. It would have added
to the credibility and stability
of the coalition government.
During the last Prime
Ministerial visit of Mr Deuba
last year, no major agreements
were signed. Wait, watch and
act after the November 2022
elections were India's policy.
Mr Dahal has proved his nim-
bleness by securing three votes
of confidence, signing two
Common Minimum
Programmes and getting the
budget passed last Monday. He
is also seen to be acting against
corruption.

One of the key expecta-
tions of Nepal is a more fair
and liberal power trade agree-
ment. At a power summit
held in Kathmandu in April,
Nepalese power traders com-
plained that India had not pro-
vided full access to power
markets as per the MoU of
2014. New Delhi has so far
permitted the sale of 452.6
MW whereas Kathmandu
wants to sell 1000MW of
power. There are other restric-
tions to the sale of power espe-
cially from projects with any
connection with Chinese com-
panies or Chinese contractors.
Besides trade with India, it
wants to diversify — sell to
Bangladesh also. Connectivity
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is the other big expectation.

The DPR of the 136 km
Raxaul-Kathmandu railway
project spurred by an earlier
Chinese proposal of a Railway
from Kirung to Kathmandu
has to be progressed It is esti-
mated to cost USD 2.5bn for
which Nepal wants a grant.
Nepal is also interested in
India setting up a fertilizer
plant and\ or a pipeline simi-
lar to the petroleum pipeline
from Birgunj to Amlekhgunj.
The Pokhara international air-
port built by the Chinese with
a China Eximbank loan
remains confined to domestic
use because of Indian reserva-
tions. Another issue that may
come up is Agniveer due to
which Gorkha's recruitment
from Nepal is in suspended
animation. Overall 12 MOUs
are to be signed which is his-
toric.

Political engagement
between leaders missing for
some time now requires
restoration. The historicity of
bilateral relations will depend
on the stability of the coalition
and Prachanda’s longevity as
PM. In some ways they are
interdependent.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,
IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the
Defence Planning Staff,
currently the Integrated

Defence Staff. The views

expressed are personal)

Innovative ways to
beat the smoking urge

Owing to increasing consumption of tobacco across the world, the WHO
dedicated May 31 to commemorate “World No-"Tobacco Day’ in 1987

onsumption of tobac-
‘ co is injurious to
health. Everyone
around is aware of this fact,
however, for the majority of
tobacco users, the allure of
tobacco and the cravings it
evokes can be overpowering.
Owing to the increasing
consumption of tobacco
among individuals world-
wide, WHO dedicated 31st
May to commemorate World
No-Tobacco Day every year
since 1987. However, the urge
to indulge in smoking is
mostly irresistible to tobacco
users and thereby to battle
those urges, it is crucial to
bear in mind that it will typ-
ically subside within 10 min-
utes, regardless of whether or
not you succumb to the temp-
tation. Let us explore some
innovative and effective
methods that can aid you in
fending off the urge to smoke
or utilize tobacco when crav-
ings strike.
® Embrace Nicotine
Replacement Therapy:
This therapeutic approach
encompasses various
options, such as prescrip-
tion of nicotine adminis-
tered via nasal spray or
inhaler, Over-the-counter
nicotine patches, gum,
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and lozenges, or prescrip-
tion of non-nicotine ces-
sation medications like
bupropion (Wellbutrin SR,
Wellbutrin XL, etc) and
varenicline. These swift-
acting treatments are gen-
erally safe to use alongside
long-acting nicotine
patches or non-nicotine
cessation medications.

@ Steer Clear of Triggers —
One must be aware of the
triggers that prompt one
to smoke. It is most like-
ly that the potency of
tobacco urges gets most
pronounced in settings
where one habitually
smokes or chews tobac-
co. For instance, parties,
bars, moments of stress,
or while savouring a cup
of coffee are likely sce-
narios. Identify your trig-
gers and devise a plan to
avoid them.

@® Social networking: The
formation of social net-
works by persons who

have successfully quit
smoking, and their moti-
vation for persons in the
process of quitting may
help psychologically.

Employ the Power of
Delay- When struck by
tobacco craving, challenge
yourself to postpone its
enchantment by an addi-
tional 10 minutes. During
this time, engage in activ-
ities that successfully
divert your attention.
Consider venturing into a
smoke-free zone within
your vicinity. Employing
these simple but effective
tactics might be sufficient
to surmount the craving.
Channel Your Chewing
Impulses- Offer your
mouth an alternative
activity to ward off tobac-
co cravings. Chew on sug-
arless gum or relish a
piece of hard candy or else
savour the crunch of raw
carrots, nuts, or sunflower
seeds for distraction.

Beware of the Illusion of
"Just One"- The allure of
succumbing to the illusion
of satisfying a smoking
craving with a single cig-
arette is compelling.
However, do not deceive
yourself into believing that
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stopping at one will suf-
fice. More often than not,
indulging in a solitary
cigarette will lead to
another.
® Harness the Power of
Physical  Activity-
Physical exertion possess-
es the capacity to divert
your attention away from
tobacco or smoking crav-
ings. Even brief bursts of
activity, such as ascending
and descending stairs sev-
eral times, can successful-
ly reduce the craving, ora
brisk walk or jog.
Quitting smoking is one
of the best things you can do
for your health with these
innovative ways depending
on the individuals prefer-
ences. Some people find suc-
cess with nicotine replace-
ment therapy, while others
prefer to quit cold turkey.
Several support groups can
aid avid smokers in quitting.
No matter which method
you choose, it is important to
be patient and persistent
because quitting smoking is
not easy, however, it is certain-
ly worth it. for your health.
(The writer is Senior
Consultant, Pulmonology,
Primus Super Speciality
Hospital, New Delhi)
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ELECTIONS IN J&K

Sir — A couple of days back, Chief
Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
dropped hints for the Jammu & Kashmir
going to polls in the not-too-distant
future even as Democratic Progressive
Azad Party president Ghulam Nabi
Azad, at a Party function in Akhnoor
Sector on Sunday said that if his DPAP
comes to power, he will see to it that no
elements disturbing the brotherhood
and communal harmony in the Valley
rears head. Simultaneously, Mr Azad
also emphasized that people should rise
above personal aggrandisement and
also promised to fight for the restora-
tion of Kashmir's Statehood and the
rights of the land and jobs for Kashmiri
people.

Notably, former Congress stalwart
Mr Azad parted ways with his former
party following his differences with the
leadership getting deepened following
the latter's indifference towards the for-
mer even forcing him to float his out-
fit DPAP. Interestingly, an AAP state
leader Ratan Lal along with his support-
ers joined the DPAP welcoming whom
Mr Nabi said that there is no room for
those who are against the communal
harmony and brotherhood in J&K, in
his party.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur

JAGAN’S FOUR YEARS AT THE HELM

Sir — The YSRCP-led Government,
with Jagan Mohan Reddy at the helm in
AP, has completed four years of rule this
day. The tenure has affected greater
strides in the welfare sector even in the
trying times of corona. The focus on
education and public health sectors has
remained its key characteristic. The cre-
ation of new districts, Village level sec-
retariat system, and the employment of
volunteers to help the beneficiaries to
get the benefits at their doorsteps in
every village are some innovative steps
in its endeavour to bring the rule to the
masses. That ninety-eight per cent of
promises in the party's manifesto got
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as anti-national activities is wrong the brutality done

Humiliating wrestlers is shameful
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= . i ]
ne of the most enduring images was not the
Otemple of democracy being inaugurated by

our PM but that of the wrestlers being pinned
down by the group of Delhi police. When the PM
was inaugurating the New Parliament building and
giving a discourse on democracy the daughters
who brought laurels to the country by winning
medals were dragged by police to the ground. While
PM carried the Sengol in one hand and worked the
impression that the Sengol would now guide
Government with morality and judiciary and on the
other side our National flag was crushed to the
ground. The most distressing matter is the
wrestlers were carrying the tricolour in their hands,
while police dragged them on the road and the tri-
colour was fallen on the ground- the same tricolour
flag had been hoisted on the foreign soil by these
wrestlers when they brought home their laurels.
The ill-treatment met to the daughters of this coun-
try is a sad development and police calling the plays

realised in four years of rule is no small
fete and is commendable.
DVG Sankararao | Vizianagaram

STATISTICAL JUGGLERY

Sir — If the attainment of the statisti-
cal jugglery of "Century of Centuries”
by a certain "God" had at last allowed
every Indian to afford "peaceful sleep”
at night (as learned from the tweet of a
Bollywood star) despite billions of
them cruelly banished from minimum
basic amenities of food attire shelter
medicine and livelihood with little
children languishing in labour market
instead of getting educated in schools;
then there lies no doubt to the fact that
the New Parliament building that was

to our players proves that democracy is in peril.

The arrogance of the BJP Government by mer-
cilessly trampling the voices of our women play-
ers under its boot is grossly wrong and con-
demnable. By opening the new Parliament build-
ing PM says Naya Josh, Nayi Umang, Naya Safar,
Naya Soch, Nayi Disha, Nayi Drishti and Naya
Sankalp but another side he is maintaining stoic
silence when there are tears in his eye sportsper-
sons who won laurels for this country.

The police are protecting the oppressors and
harassing the daughters of the country. The cham-
pion wrestlers are agitating for one month against
the Bahubali of BJP Party Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh, demanding his arrest for the alleged sex-
ual harassment of several women grapplers, includ-
ing a minor and it is a matter of great shame that
the Government is safeguarding him. The accused
is openly roaming around and is seen in the New
Parliament building. What a pity that a rapist is invit-
ed to the opening of a new Parliament building and
the head of the Constitution the President of this
country is not invited?

The sports persons have made our country
proud on several occasions and now they don’t
deserve this treatment.

Zakir Hussain | Kazipet

recently inaugurated in New Delhi will
also make every Indian "proud"!

Also, it is very easy to dedicate this
extravaganza of several thousands of
crore to the poor, but it is a wonder how
can such a "dedication" arrive as a "mes-
siah" of the billions of the downtrodden
and eradicate their woes and unfath-
omable burning problems plaguing
them day in and day out! However, if
you are not "anti-national"; then such
assertions should be necessarily treat-
ed as "true” as it is being repeated long,
loud and convincingly enough!

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata

Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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BE MINDFUL OF YOUR
SURROUNDINGS

Mindfulness can be practised by anyone
irrespective of any faith or religion

SAKSHI SETHI

beautiful life is not stumbled upon rather it is built. It not only
Aallows many alternative views to how one looks at an expe-

rience but also allows the individual to go beyond the capa-
bilities of someone who is mindless. Mindfulness is the key to hav-
ing an adventurous and exciting life. Mindfulness in its simplest form
means being able to pay attention to the present moment, without
judgment and criticism. Life without mindfulness is no life at all.

The origin of mindfulness is rooted in Buddhist philosophy and
practice tradition which is more than two and a half thousand years
old. However, this does not mean it is only for monks or priests
rather it is a way of connecting with the natural quality of aware-
ness and presence which all human beings have. Mindfulness can
be practiced by anyone irrespective of any faith or religion and
involves training the mind and doesn’t enforce any religious belief
system. When an individual gets blinded by their success it begins
to change their perspective on their relationships with their peers,
friends and families. The individual develops a false impression that
their circle needs them more than they do.

Mindfulness means non-judgemental awareness i.e., knowledge
of what is going on inside and outside ourselves, moment by
moment. Various research has shown that meditation is a type that
encourages mindfulness and can improve many aspects of indi-
viduals' lives. Some people just live on autopilot when in reality there
are so many amazing things in our daily surroundings that are meant

to be noticed. Being mindful and becoming more aware of the pre-
sent moment means noticing the sights, smells, sounds and tastes
that one experiences as well as the thoughts, feelings and sensa-
tions that occur from one moment to the next. A strong impact is
made on health and overall well-being by what and how an indi-
vidual thinks and feels, how they talk to themselves and what views
they take about what’s happening in and around them.

Mindfulness is the practice of purposely focusing an individ-
ual’s attention on the present moment and accepting it without judg-
ment. It is today, one of the most talked about developments in
human psychology and innumerable researches are being under-
taken across the globe to understand its positive effects and impli-
cations.

What mindfulness does is that it allows an individual to reduce
their stress and anxiety related to issues in the past or anticipat-
ed issues in future? It helps to recognize that it is the present -
‘the now’ that is more important than any other moment.
Remember, a person becomes what he surrounds himself with.
Energies are contagious. So, one should choose carefully as it’s
the individual’s chosen environment that makes or destroys them.

(The writer is an educator)
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First’ governance

The ‘India First’ policy has also been guiding the nation on the path of
expansion of economy. PM Modi has given special focus to infrastructure

rime Minister Narendra Modi :

has given India First gover- :

nance in the last nine years. In :

each area of governance, India :

First has been the guiding :
principle. India’s national interests guide :
the governance. In the last nine years, :
PM Modi has shown a ‘Yes, we can do
it approach. This has worked wonders. :
India is now the fifth-largest econ- :
omy. The developed world wants India :

PM Modi has also freed the

i entrepreneurial power of the youth
: of the country. This he did by
¢ pushing the India First policy in
i the sphere of the economy. The
: GEM
i Marketplace) portal has eliminat-
i ed the scope for middlemen. This
¢ has helped the businessmen with-
¢ out any bias and hindrance to bid
i for the procurements by the gov-

(Government e-

ernment departments. It brought
much-needed confidence among
the businessmen that they can take

i part in economic activities without

The spread of confidence
touched the youngsters. Over
one lakh startups were founded in
recent years. More than 100 are
now unicorns, gaining a valuation
exceeding $1 billion. One such
startup from Hyderabad even
launched a small satellite. PM
Modi’s India First policy saw the
government opening the space
sector to private companies. Now,
hundreds of startups are working
in the space sector by taking
advantage of the opening up of

on its side. Developing countries want : :
India to be their voice. The poor nations : PM MODI HAS
look at India with hope. The smallisland : A| SO FREED THE
nations in the Pacific, Indian Ocean, : :
Caribbean, and elsewhere have seen ENTREPRENEURI i paying bribes.
India as their saviour. African and Latin : :
American nations have seen Indian : AL POWER OF
healing touch when the Covid-19 pan- :
demic wreaked havoc with death tolls. : THE YOUTH OF
It was PM Modi who went to . THE COUNTRY. :
Australia in 2014, after a gap of 28 years, :
to deepen the bond between the two : THIS HE DID BY
nations. Now, India and Australia are : PUSHING THE
strategic partners. There are several : . i
countries, including Papua New Guinea, : INDIA FIRST
where PM Modi’s visits were the first in :
several years. This approach with 360- : POLICY IN THE
degree foreign policy has helped India :  SPHERE OF THE
in gaining several friends and well-wish- :
ers all across the globe. Now, Indians in : ECONOMY i the sector.

any part of the world are warmly :
received. The Indian passport has weight :
at the immigration offices. Indian tri- :
colour is well recognized. This was :
made possible by PM Modji’s India First

policy and also by putting into practice '
the ancient philosophy of ‘Vasudhev :
Kutumbkam’ i

(Author is the BJP
national general secre-

tary)

The India First mantra

i brought the ‘Panch Pran of Amrit
: Kaal' - The goal of developed
i India; to remove any trace of
i colonial mindset; take pride in
: our roots; unity among all
i Indians; and a sense of duty
: among citizens.

The five guiding principles
were backed by actions, and they
are showing results. India
improved its ranking in the ease
of doing business, by moving
from 142 in 2014 to 63 in 2019,
which now has moved to 43.
Several offences in the
Companies Act were decriminal-
ized to instil confidence among
businessmen.

The India First policy has
seen unemployment declining to
6.5 per cent in January 2023
from 7.2 per cent in January 2020.
The skilling of the youth has
gained pace. Bilateral agreements
with a few developed countries
for skilling the youth to their
requirement has added more
momentum. The state govern-
ments have also now realized that
they must dedicate their resources
to the skilling of the youth.

This again is the result of the
India First policy of PM Modi
India has emerged as the second
largest manufacturer of mobile
phones. India has also taken a
huge stride in the automobile sec-
tor. India's First policy guided in
policy thrust to gain elf-reliance
in the manufacturing of chips.
Two big-ticket FDIs have come to
Gujarat and Karnataka to help
India achieve self-reliance in the
manufacturing of chips.

India's First policy again was
in action when PM Modi

™
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launched the Atmanirbha cam-
paign for the defence sector.
Several of the weapons, ammuni-
tion, equipment and others which
were imported in the past have to
be compulsorily manufactured
within India. This shift has creat-
ed a vibrant private sector work-
ing in the defence area. Also, a
number of startups have joined
the Atmanirbhar campaign. The
linkages with the research and
development agencies of the gov-
ernment with the private sector as
part of the hand-holding exercise
have helped in creating compet-
itive firms, that are competing
with the best in the world.

The India First policy has also
been guiding India on the path of
expansion of the economy. PM
Modi has given a special focus on
infrastructure. PM Gati Shakti
Scheme has become a key inter-
vention.

India is also looking to
become a top global destination
for tourists. With the G20 presi-
dency, PM Modi has brought the
positive image of India to sever-
al countries. Now, the people in
several countries are curious
about India. It is to the credit of
the India First policy of PM
Modi that the policy attention has
been given to sectors that were
never paid attention to and they
are now giving new dimensions
to the economy.

Children with disabilities need robust policies for support

The National Family Health Survey must include specific questions about disabilities to help formulate appropriate policy

with a disability, according

to the 2011 Census.
However, with the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act,
of 2016, now recognizing 21
types of disabilities, this num-
ber is expected to increase
manifold. A robust policy is
critical to encompass their
aspirations and ensure all per-
sons with disability achieve
their full potential and play an
active part in nation-building.

This is why the recent
decision to drop questions
related to disability from the
sixth National Family Health
Survey (NFHS), scheduled to
begin on July 1, 2023, is inex-
plicable. The NFHS, conduct-
ed every three years, collects
data on a gamut of develop-
ment indices vital to inform
policy and programmes.

India has 2.68 crore persons

SWAPNA MAJUMDAR

(The writer is a senior
journalist. The views
expressed are personal)

This survey, which covers
approximately seven lakh
households across the country,
is an important tool to gather
data on whether people with
disabilities have access to basic
amenities and other govern-
ment programmes.

However, at a time when
the need to ensure no one gets
left behind is doubly important
considering the ravages caused
by Covid, the exclusion of
questions on disability is an
opportunity lost to gather dis-
aggregated disability data.

An Opportunity Lost
According to the Disability
Rights India Foundation
(DRIF), a non-profit working
for disability rights, disability
disaggregated data is the cor-
nerstone for disability-rele-
vant services. Instead of sharp-

ening its questionnaire related
to disability, NFHS has
reversed the process by remov-
ing disability-related questions
altogether.

Considering that India is
a signatory to the Convention
on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD) and
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), this regressive
move contradicts its principle
of “leaving no one behind”
under the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2016. In
India, PwDs experience an
average loss of 10-17 years in
life expectancy. Creating path-
ways to change this and make
health services disability inclu-
sive requires access to compre-
hensive health data which
NFHS could have provided.

Children with disabilities
are disadvantaged on most

measures of child well-being.
In comparison to children
without disabilities, children
with disabilities are 24% less
likely to receive early stimula-
tion and responsive care; 42%
less likely to have foundation-
al reading and numeracy skills;
25% more likely to be wasted
and 34% more likely to be
stunted; 53% more likely to
have symptoms of acute respi-
ratory infection; 49% more
likely to have never attended
school; 32% more likely to face
corporal punishment; 47%
more likely to be out of prima-
ry school, 33% more likely to
be out of lower secondary
school and 27% more likely to
be out of upper secondary
school; 51% more likely to feel
unhappy and 41% likely to feel
more discriminated against.
Now consider the fact that

one-third of disabilities in
children are preventable if
detected early and empowered
with timely interventions. A
roadmap based on accurate
data to reach about 20.42 lakh
children in the 0-9 age group
with some form of disabilities,
either congenital or acquired,
could be life-changing.

It is no secret that existing
disparities were exacerbated by
Covid. In the context of edu-
cation, data shows that before
the pandemic, more than 4.1
million girls were not going to
school across India. The clo-
sure of 1.5 million schools dur-
ing the pandemic impacted
over 247 million children
enrolled in elementary and
secondary schools, including
37 million with disabilities.

A 2020 survey by
Swabhiman, a community-

based organization working
for the rights of persons with
disability, in Odisha,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Tripura, Chennai, Sikkim,
Nagaland, Haryana and J&K
found about 43% of children
with disabilities planned to
drop out due to hardships in
online education.

It is not just the lack of
access to educational aids that
impedes the well-being of a
PwD. They have little or no
access to health services as
information about disease
symptoms and prevention, is
not provided in accessible for-
mats such as print materials in
Braille, sign language interpre-
tation, captions, audio provi-
sions and graphics.

Women with disabilities
are doubly marginalised on
account of their disability and

their gender and face greater
social barriers, discrimination
and isolation. Moreover,
women and girls with disabil-
ities are three times more like-
ly to experience gender-based
violence compared to non-dis-
abled women.

The Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016, empha-
sises prevention of disability
through appropriate aware-
ness measures, investigation,
and research. Article 31 of the
United Nations Convention on
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities mandates collec-
tion of appropriate informa-
tion on PwDs to enable the
formulation and implementa-
tion of policies. Can there be
a better mechanism than the
NFHS to gather data to under-
stand the prevalence and pat-
tern of disabilities?
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1,235.75 crore recorded in FY22. Total income
during the entire fiscal stood at Rs 13,840.46
crore, up from Rs 11,861.47 crore in FY22. Ina
separate statement, Gautam Adani, Chairman,
Adani Group, said: "We are leaders in the
transmission and distribution space and have
consistently set new industry standards in
efficiency, performance, and asset development.
Adani Transmission is well positioned to deliver
exponential growth, and we are working towards
fulfilling our nation’s massive electricity needs and
strengthening our position as a world class utility.

MONEY MATTERS

Nayara Energy
sells petrol,
diesel at Re 1
less than PSUS

PNS B NEW DELHI

After Reliance Industries Ltd
and its partner bp plc of the
UK, Nayara Energy - the
nation's largest private fuel
retailer - has started selling
petrol and diesel at Re 1 less
than the fuel sold by state-
owned retailers, officials said.

While state-owned Indian
Oil Corporation (IOC),
Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) and
Hindustan  Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) con-
tinue to hold prices despite a
drop in international rates,
private fuel retailers have
started passing on the benefit
to consumers.

"To further stimulate
domestic consumption and
cater to local customers bet-
ter, we have introduced a Re
1 discount in our retail outlets
until the end of June 2023," a
spokesperson for Nayara
Energy said. "We believe in
being a strong partner to
India's energy needs and will
continue to serve the country's
consumption demand."

RBI's b

9%

PNS B MUMBAI

The size of the Reserve Bank's
balance sheet increased by 2.5
per cent for the year ended on
March 31 to about Rs 63.45
lakh crore on higher income,
as per the central bank's annu-
al report released on Tuesday.

The balance sheet of the RBI
plays a critical role in the
functioning of the country's
economy, largely reflecting the
activities carried out in pur-
suance of its currency issue
function as well as monetary
policy and reserve manage-
ment objectives.

"The size of the balance
sheet increased by Rs
1,54,453.97 crore, i.e., 2.50 per
cent from Rs 61,90,302.27
crore as on March 31, 2022 to
Rs 63,44,756.24 crore as on
March 31, 2023," the report
said.

While income for the year
increased by 47.06 per cent, the
expenditure increased by 14.05
per cent.

The year ended with an
overall surplus of Rs 87,416.22

Adani Transmission Q4 net profit
jumps 85% to Rs 439.60 crore

dani Transmission Ltd (ATL) has posted an 85.48 per cent jump in its consolidated net
Aprofit at Rs 439.60 crore during March FY23 quarter, helped by higher income. It had
clocked a net profit of Rs 237 crore during the January-March quarter of the
preceding 2021-22 financial year (FY), the company said in a regulatory filing on Monday.
The total income of the company increased to Rs 3,494.84 crore from Rs 3,165.35 crore
in the year-ago quarter. For the whole FY23, the net profit rose to Rs 1,280.60 crore from Rs

MFI sector portfolio up 21% in

FY°23

the 2022-23 financial year, an industry body said on Tuesday. The portfolio of all microlenders

was Rs 2.89 lakh crore by the end of the 2021-22 fiscal. The number of loan accounts in the
MFI industry increased to 1,363 lahks in the last financial year from 1,239 lakhs in the previous year,
posting a 10 per cent growth, it said. RBI-recognised self-regulatory organisation, Sa-Dhan ED

Portfolio size of the microfinance institutions increased by 21.3 per cent to Rs 3.51 lakh crore in

and CEO Jiji Mammen said the overall
growth suggests that the industry has
come out of the Covid blues and is now on
the growth path. The new regulatory norms
have also created "a level-playing field" as
reflected in the growth of portfolios of non-
banking finance companies and NBFC-
MFIs, he said. The total disbursements of
all the MFI lenders in the last financial year
stood at Rs 3, 19,948 crore, registering a
26 per cent growth from Rs 2,563,966 crore
of advances in the previous year, the
association said.

Money 08

Dredging Corporation of India

eyes over Rs 1,300-crore turnover

Dturnover of more than Rs 1,300 crore in the ongoing
dredging tenders and also planning to enter new markets,

company. Going forward, we are now

redging Corporation of India Ltd (DCI) is targeting a 12 per cent growth to hit the

financial year, MD & CEO S

Divakar said. To achieve the goal, the company is looking to participate in new

Divakar told PTI. "Our turnover

was at Rs 1,164 crore in FY22-23. It is the highest ever turnover since inception of the

targeting the new milestone of over Rs
1,300 crore in the ongoing financial year,"
he said. When asked about the factors
that would contribute to the company’s
growth, the CEO said the scope of
dredging activity in the country is
expected to grow significantly in the
months to come as government’s focus is
on deepening and widening navigational
channels of major ports, and developing
the inland waterways for improving the
intra & inter EXIM trade.

alance sheet grows

o Rs 63 45 Iakh Cr

crore as against Rs 30,307.45
crore in the previous year,
resulting in an increase of
188.43 per cent.

The RBI transfers the sur-
plus as dividend to the central
government.

"The increase on the asset
side was due to rise in foreign
investments, gold, and loans
and advances by 2.31 per cent,
15.30 per cent and 38.33 per
cent, respectively,” the RBI
said.

On the liability side, the
expansion was due to increase
in notes issued, revaluation
accounts and other liabilities by

7.81 per cent, 20.50 per cent
and 79.07 per cent, respective-
ly.

RBI further said domestic
assets constituted 27.69 per
cent while the foreign curren-
cy assets and gold (including
gold deposit and gold held in
India) constituted 72.31 per
cent of total assets as on March
31, 2023 as against 28.22 per
centand 71.78 per cent, respec-
tively, as on March 31, 2022.

India’s growth momentum to continue

The Reserve Bank on Tuesday said that India’s growth momentum is likely to
continue in 2023-24 even as it made a case for pushing structural reforms to
deal with the geopolitical developments and also to achieve sustained growth
in the medium-term. The Reserve Bank’s annual report flagged slowing global
growth, protracted geopolitical tensions and a possible upsurge in financial
market volatility as possible downside risks to growth. The report notes that
volatility has ebbed in global financial markets and risks to financial stability
from the failure of banks in some advanced economies (AEs) in March 2023
have eased. Resolute policy actions have stemmed the tide of confidence runs
for now."Amidst strong global headwinds, the Indian economy is expected to
have recorded a growth of 7.0 per cent in real GDP in 2022-23," it said. A
sustained recovery in discretionary spending, particularly in contact intensive
services, restoration of consumer confidence, high festival season spending
after two consecutive years of COVID-19 induced isolation and the
government’s thrust on capex provided impetus to the growth momentum.

India extends US$ 1 bn
credit line to Sr1 Lanka

PNS m COLOMBO

India on Tuesday extended its
USD 1 billion credit line to Sri
Lanka by another year to help
the island nation hit hard by an
unprecedented economic cri-
sis procure much-needed food,
medicine and other essential
items.

An agreement was signed
between the State Bank of
India (SBI) and the Sri Lankan
government for USD 1 billion
credit facility in March last
year. India extended the cred-
it line to Sri Lanka at the height
of the country's economic cri-
sis.

"India reaffirms its com-
mitment to the people of Sri
Lanka. The Amendment
Agreement signed in presence
of Hon.Minister
@ShehanSema today will
enable Sri Lanka to use the
USD 1 billion Indian credit
facility for the procurement of
medicine, food, and other
essentials for one more year,"
the Indian High Commission
in Sri Lanka tweeted.

"Beyond the original dura-
tion, that is, till March 2024.
The facility was extended by

India through
@TheOfficialSBI in response
to a specific request from
GOSL and forms a part of the
multi-pronged assistance of
USD 4 billion provided by
India last year," it said.

Since last year, the credit
facility has been used for
urgent procurement of fuel,
medicine, food items and
industrial raw materials, as
per the requirements and pri-
orities of Sri Lanka.

India extended multi-
pronged assistance of about
USD 4 billion to Sri Lanka last
year, through multiple credit
lines and currency support, in
line with India's
Neighbourhood First' policy.

India's continued support to
Sri Lanka is a testament to

"our abiding commitment to
stand with the government
and the people of Sri Lanka
towards early economic stabil-
isation and recovery," the
Indian High Commission said.

Sri Lanka was hit by an
unprecedented financial cri-
sis in 2022, the worst since its
independence from Britain
in 1948, due to a severe
paucity of foreign exchange
reserves, sparking political
turmoil in the country which
led to the ouster of the all-
powerful Rajapaksa family.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka
announced on Tuesday that
it has commenced the pre-
liminary work to resume
the abandoned Japan-fund-
ed Light Rail Transit (LRT)
project.

Sensex r
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PNS B MUMBAI

Benchmark BSE Sensex rose
by 123 points while Nifty
closed above the 18,600 level in
their fourth straight day of
gains on Tuesday helped by FII
inflows and firm Asian mar-
kets.

Gains in financial, banking,
capital goods and industrial
shares helped the key indices
close in the green in a range
bound trade. Selling in select
metal, IT and oil and gas
shares restricted gains in key
indices.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 122.75 points or 0.20
per cent to settle at 62,969.13.
During the day, it jumped
189.74 points or 0.30 per cent

to 63,036.12.

he broader NSE Nifty
advanced 35.20 points or 0.19
per cent to end at 18,633.85.

Stock markets have been
on the rise since Thursday last
week. Sensex advanced by
1,195 points or 2 per cent while
Nifty rose by 348 points or 2.26
per cent in the four-day rally.

"The domestic market con-
tinued its rally as recent Q4
results indicated improvement

ises 123 pts, Nifty
0Ses above 18,600

in demand. Further, expecta-
tions of a normal monsoon
and a drop in international
commodity prices supported
the rise in the margin profile,"
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

Hotels to cigarette conglom-
erate ITC was the biggest
Sensex gainer, rising by 2.31
per cent..

Bajaj Finserv, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Bajaj Finance,
Axis Bank, HCL Technologies,
Wipro, UltraTech Cement,
Maruti and Infosys were
among the major gainers.

On the other hand, Tech
Mahindra fell the most by
1.27 per cent among Sensex
shares.

P-notes
investment hits
4-month high

PNS B NEW DELHI

Investment in the Indian
capital markets through
participatory notes has seen
an upward trend in the past
two months, with the num-
ber reaching Rs 95,911
crore in April-end, primar-
ily driven by the country's
robust economic growth.
This was the highest level
since November 2022, when
investment through the route
stood at Rs 96,292 crore.
Participatory notes (P-
notes) are issued by regis-
tered Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) to overseas
investors who wish to be
part of the Indian stock
market without registering
themselves directly.

Darjeeling

PNS B KOLKATA

Planters of Darjeeling, the pre-
mium tea belt of the country,
are worried by the twin blows
of falling productivity and low
price realisation in their export
markets.

Depressed economic con-
ditions in traditional markets
such as western Europe and
Japan have led to reduced
prices being offered, industry
bodies said on Tuesday.

Production volumes of the
87-odd Darjeeling tea gar-
dens, which used to be in the
region of more than 8 million
kilograms per year, have
plummeted to 6.5-7 million
kilograms, primarily due to
old bushes, climate change
and pest attacks, planters
said.

"The Darjeeling tea indus-

try is in ICU. The cost of pro-
duction has increased, while
due to the unfavourable cli-
mate, the crop is declining.
Exports, which had been the
mainstay of the premium tea,
are also declining owing to
the depressed economic con-
ditions of western Europe
and Japan coupled with stag-
nant unit price realisations,"
Indian Tea Exporters
Association chairman

Anshuman Kanoria said.
Many  gardens in
Darjeeling are on the verge of
closure as operations cannot
be sustained, he said, adding
that the association had been
trying to sensitise the Tea
Board on the burning issue.
"The Darjeeling tea indus-
try has been affected by fac-
tors, which are not within its
control. The industry cannot
survive without government

assistance by way of a one-
time subsidy to be paid to the
tea planters of the region
and also funding for promo-
tional activities," he said.

Kanoria also explained that
the one-time subsidy is
required to keep the industry
afloat and prevent sales of
gardens to real estate players
as the Darjeeling tea industry
has "suffered greatly due to
free imports from Nepal
under the friendship treaty".

Indian Tea Exporters'
Association has suggested the
introduction of a minimum
import price on tea shipped
from Nepal to prevent dump-
ing, he said.

Indian Tea Association sec-
retary general Arijit Raha
said, "Both production and
price realisations have fallen
in Darjeeling".

tea | musry hit by lower yield

CtrIS Datacenters enter Odisha with greenfield project

PNS B HYDERABAD/
BHUBANESWAR

CtrlS Datacenters Ltd, the
world’s fastest-growing
Rated-4 Datacenter compa-
ny, held its ground-breaking
ceremony on Tuesday for its
greenfield Edge data center
in Odisha.

Naveen Patnaik, the Chief
Minister of Odisha, laid the
foundation stone for the
facility in a virtual ceremo-
ny held on Tuesday. The new
data center CtrlS
Bhubaneswar 1 will be locat-
ed in the State’s capital.

Sridhar Pinnapureddy,
Chairman, CtrlS Datacenters
Ltd, said, “Odisha is a fast-
growing region in India,

making it a strategic destina-
tion for CtrlS' expansion. We
are excited to bring our
expertise to the State. Built
ay Infocity in
Chandrasekharpur, the data
center will be easily accessi-
ble to both the city centre
and its airport. The Infocity
site is an innovation hub and
home to a broad communi-
ty of emerging technolo-
gies. CtrlS Bhubaneswar 1
will be embedded into a
larger ecosystem, enabling
the growth of data and infra-
structure-savvy businesses
around the facility”

“We are thankful to the
Odisha Government for
extending all support for

our project. Large IT infra-
structure initiatives such as
Info Park, Info Valley,
Infocity and IT investment
regions are under develop-
ment, giving a big fillip to
the I'T/ITES sector,” Sridhar
stated.

CtrlS Bhubaneswar 1 is
planned to be a 5 MW facil-
ity designed to serve hyper-
scale, government and enter-
prise customers and will
provide a range of hosting
and cloud services.

Phase-wise, the project
would eventually scale as a
hyperscale data center cam-
pus spread across 10 acres.
The facilities will have all the
sustainability features that
CtrlS is known for.

Prachanda eyeing
long-term power trade

PNS B KATHMANDU

Ahead of his visit to India,

Nepal Prime Minister
Pushpakamal Dahal
"Prachanda” has said that he

would raise long-term power
trade issue with New Delhi, hop-
ing that this "bottleneck” will be
sorted out and ensure that the
Himalayan nation will be a
favourable market for its surplus
energy.

Prachanda, along with a high-
level delegation, will travel to
India on Wednesday on a four-

day official visit for talks with his
Indian counterpart Narendra
Modi and other leaders to fur-
ther strengthen the age-old,
multifaceted and cordial ties.

This will be the 68-year-old
Communist Party of Nepal-
Maoist (CPN-Maoist) leader's
first bilateral visit abroad after
assuming office in December
2022.

"There are some understand-
ings relating to energy with
India, which is of long-term
interest to Nepal," the Prime
Minister pointed out.

"We will raise some issues
relating to long-term power
trade with India during my
visit," Prachanda told Nepal's
National News Agency (RSS),
according to the government
daily Gorkhapatra.

Note§ in circulation
rose in value, volume

PNS B MUMBAI

The value and volume of
banknotes in circulation
increased by 7.8 per cent
and 4.4 per cent, respective-
ly, during 2022-23 as com-
pared with 9.9 per cent and
5 per cent, respectively, in
2021-22, revealed the RBI

annual report released on
Tuesday.

In value terms, the share
of Rs 500 and Rs 2,000 ban-
knotes together accounted
for 87.9 per cent of the total
value of banknotes in circu-
lation as on March 31, 2023,
as compared to 87.1 per
cent a year ago.

This is what the Nepalese
people have been seeking for
many years, Prachanda said.

"It is our realisation that if we
can't find out the proper market
for energy after our production
starts, then big investments
won't come," said the Prime
Minister
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RBI working on light weight, portable payment system

PNS H MUMBAI

Reserve Bank of India is
working on a light weight
and portable payment sys-
tem, a "bunker equivalent in
payment systems", that can
be used for critical transac-
tions during catastrophic
events like natural calamities
and war.

The proposed Light weight
and Portable Payment
System (LPSS) will be inde-
pendent of conventional

technologies and can be
operated from anywhere by
a bare minimum staff,
according to the central
bank.

Existing conventional pay-
ment systems like RTGS
(Real Time Gross
Settlement), NEFT (National
Electronic Funds Transfer)
and UPI (Unified Payments
Interface) are designed to
handle large volumes while
ensuring sustained availabil-
ity. These systems are depen-

dent on complex wired net-
works backed by advanced

IT infrastructure.
However, catastrophic

events like natural calamities
and war have the potential to
render these payment sys-
tems temporarily unavail-
able by disrupting the under-
lying information and com-
munication infrastructure,
RBI said in its latest annual
report released on Tuesday.

"Therefore, it is prudent to
be prepared to face such
extreme and volatile situa-
tions," it said.

Keeping this objective in
mind, RBI has conceptu-

alised the LPSS that will be
independent of convention-
al technologies and can be
operated from anywhere by
a bare minimum staff.
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"It is expected to operate
on minimalistic hardware
and software and would be
made active only on a need
basis. It would process trans-
actions that are critical to
ensure stability of the econ-
omy such as government
and market related transac-

tions," RBI said.
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what's brewing?

TAPS to premiere at the prestigious

Kashish Film Festival

ing a lot of buzz this year with their new film TAPS. Co-

produced in conjunction with the Kashish Arts
Foundation and Lotus Visual Productions, TAPS is an
LGBTQ+ themed relationship drama that won the festival’s
QDrishti grant in a nationwide contest earlier this year.
Revolving around a gay relationship in Mumbai, film’s trail-
er is already out and has impressed the audiences and indus-

S udhanshu Saria’ Four Line Entertainment has been mak-

try critics.

The film is gearing up for its world premiere screening
on June 8 at the famous Liberty Cinema as part of the Kashish
Film Festival. TAPS has a running time of 15 minutes and

has been made in English and Hindi.

Opening up about the film’s world premiere, National
Award-winning director turned producer Sudhanshu Saria
said, “We are proud of the tender and emotional gaze with
which Arvind has told this story and we can’t wait for
audiences to discover a brand new queer

voice in Indian cinema. We are just
as grateful to Kashish Arts
Foundation and Lotus
Visual for selecting
this script and
choosing to
produce it
with us”

Film’s
direc-
tor

Arvind Caulagi also shared his excitement about the same
saying, “Kashish Film Festival is the perfect venue for the
film’s world premiere and I can’t wait to see how audiences
receive it and where the film goes from here. TAPS is a small
step in continuing to add to the dignified representation of
queer, Indian lives and I hope it opens up important and sen-
sitive conversations that helps bring acceptance and sensi-
tivity to LGBTQIA+ issues in our country.”

Neeraj Churi, co-financer from Lotus Visual Productions,

expressed his thoughts and said, “We want to congratulate,
Kashish QDrishti Film Grant winner, Arvind on the world
premiere of his debut short film TAPS. He brings a delicate-

ly nuanced and heartwarming story of a gay couple as they

navigate a challenging phase of their relationship that we
rarely have seen on Indian screens. Through our sponsor-
ship of this Grant, we are delighted to be a part of his jour-
ney and wish him and the team a successful journey
ahead

»

Written and directed by Arvind
Caulagi, TAPS will be screen-
ing in the Indian Narrative
Shorts category.
Tickets to the world
premiere can be
obtained on
the Kashish
Film
Festival's
web -

site.

Benedict Cumberbatch’s former chef
arrested for breaking into actor’s home,
threatening family

ollywood star Benedict
HCumberbatch’s former chef just
broke into the Doctor Strange

edly in the home at the time of the inci-
dent. The family could also hear the
intruder screaming outside.

regarding the ordeal. A source, howev-
er, shared, “Naturally all of the family
were absolutely terrified and thought this

introduced viewers to a world Winslet.  The
unlike any they had ever seen with his ~ screenplay, a col-
breathtaking film Avatar, Disney+ laborative effort by

Hotstar is all set to release the
eagerly-awaited sequel Avatar:
The Way of Water on June 7.
Available in English, Hindi,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and
Malayalam, this groundbreaking
cinematic odyssey unveils a new
underwater adventure that
promises to mesmerise viewers
again. Returning to reprise their
iconic roles, Sam Worthington
and Zoe Saldana portray Jake Sully
and Neytiri, devoted parents doing
everything possible to protect
their family. Joining them are
renowned actors Sigourney

'James described my character as
a female warrior’, | was

immediately sucked in’
T

hirteen years after Academy
Award-winner James Cameron

Diljit Dosanjh stuns
IN NO turban look
in Chamkila

or the first time ever ~Chamkila.
F Punjabi singer-actor The video was captioned: “Jo
Diljit Dosanjh will naam saalon se aapke dil aur dimaag
be seen without his turban  pe chaaya hai woh ab aapke saamne
in the upcoming film aaya hai. Watch the untold story of
Chamkila, directed by Punjabs highest record-selling artist,
Imtiaz Ali, as the makers Amar Singh #Chamkila, coming

dropped the teaser on soon only on Netflix!”

Tuesday morning. Chambkila is based in Punjab,
Streaming giant Netflix where Diljit Amar Singh Chambkila
shared the teaser on Instagram  and Parineeti Chopra play his part-
on Tuesday morning. However, ner Amarjot Kaur, who were shot
in the teaser, it seems Diljit is wear-

dead, along with two members of
ing a wig. He plays Punjab’s high-

their band in 1988 in an assassina-
est record-selling artiste Amar Singh  tion which remains unsolved.

Academy Award?
winner Kate

James Cameron,
Rick Jaffa, Amanda
Silver, Josh Friedman,
and Shane Salerno, cap-
tures the essence of the
story while Cameron and
Jon Landau serve as the film's
producers.

Reuniting with James Cameron for the first time since 1997’
Titanic, Academy Award winner Kate Winslet portrays Ronal,
the Tsahik, or Shamanic Matriarch of the Metkayina clan, mar-
ried to Tonowari (Cliff Curtis), the Oloeyktan of the clan.

Talking about her character and how it excited her, Kate said,
“James described my character as the female warrior, goddess,
leader of the Metkayina clan and he said that she was ferocious-
ly protective of her family and that she would stop at nothing

actors house in north London and During the break-in, Jack also report-  guy was going to get in and hurt them?” Weaver, Stephen to take care of them and I was immediately sucked in, it sound-
even threatened his family. edly took one of the family’s plants and “Luckily it never went that far. Lang, Cliff ed amazing to me”
Luckily, police managed to arrest the threw it against the garden wall. At one  Benedict and Sophie have Curtis She further explained the Metkayina clan and said her char-

armed man, reports aceshowbiz.com.

Jack Bissell previously worked as a
chef at the Beaumont Hotel in Mayfair.
According to the Daily Mail, the 35-year-
old made his way through the front gate
of Benedict’s property while shouting, “I
know you’'ve moved here, I hope it burns
down.”

The actor, his wife Sophie Hunter, as
well as their three children, were report-

point, he reportedly “ripped the inter-
com off the building after spitting on it

Jack fled the scene before cops
arrived, but authorities were able to
find him due to the DNA evidence he
left on the intercom. He was then taken
into custody and slapped with a three-
year restraining order from the
Cumberbatch family.

Benedict is yet to issue a statement

had many sleepless
nights since worry-
ing that they may be
targeted again,” the
insider continued

explaining.

“The fact that it
was a targeted
intrusion makes it
a lot more scary”

acter was the one who made decisions for the family. “The
Metkayina are slightly a different physical form of Navi (the
human clan). They live on and in the water. They respect the
water. They also live with nature, so life underwater and the ani-
mals underwater are part of their family and culture. Physically
they are a taller, slightly paler shade of blue and they have a sort
of an extra piece on their forearm which almost resembles a fin
for the power in the water. Their tale is thick for thrashing through
the water speed. Ronal is the female leader alongside Tonowari,
her husband. But really, it is Ronal who makes the decisions and
that is fantastic”

and
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Abhilash Thapliyal: Gannes has hecome
a marketing place for celebrities now

Anurag Kahyap’s
Kennedy had recently
received a seven-
minutes standing ovation
at the Cannes Film
Festival. And so, The
Pioneer interacts
with actor
Abhilash
Thapliyal,
who’ll be
next seen in
the film,
sharing his
experience of
being at the Cannes.

SHIKHA DUGGAL

ctor Abhilash Thapliyal, who's
Astarring in Kennedy — yes, the

same movie that received a
resounding response at the Cannes
Film Festival this year— tells us
exclusively how he wants to make it
big in the industry, but only and only
via resonating with audiences through
his craft.

The inside sources tell us that our
interviewee, despite trying every-
thing, merely caught the attention of
his director. Accordingly, what are we
here for? For us, actors like Abhilash
are still sustaining success and mak-
ing an impact. Unexpectedly, for the
actor, it was the very first time walk-
ing any red carpet in his life since hail-
ing from Uttarakhand, and this
seemed like a final flourish for him,
going international. “The only thing
I hope for after receiving a seven-
minute standing ovation at The
Grand Lumiere Theatre is for my suc-
cess to be a long call. When I was
shooting for Kennedy, I had no idea
that the film was going to go interna-
tional. Neither did I have the idea that
I'd be making a red carpet debut in my
entire life! And then my red carpet
debut will be a grand affair. So now,
I never want to disappear from the big
screens:

So, as we all know, movies are a
platform everyone wants to be asso-
ciated with. The industry comes with
a lot of perks. Therefore, “My direc-
tor, Anurag Kashyap, has not just
made violent movies; he has also
made a film like Manmarziyaan. His
genre of movies is just like his chang-
ing moods! Now, what you want to
remember Anurag Kashyap for is
totally your call. But all-inclusive, I
will call Anurag Kashyap a noir
director only. I am still very obscure
in this industry and don't have a
choice of scripts. My inclination is
only to work hard to be seen as a
prominent artist, that's all”

Talking about the film screened at
the international film festival,
Abhilash Thapliyal said, “After a
resounding success at the internation-
al festival, I cannot still set my stan-
dards higher because that will be
unfair to how I function as a person.
I didn't have any ulterior motives with
any of my movies. Most probably, the
directors see the giallo quality in me,
but I claim it to be my personal inno-
cence. By default, I am a very virtu-
ous man! And my approach is also
very pure this way.”

Giving us supernumerary informa-
tion about the film festival, he imparts,
“This specific film festival is way too
magnificent. As far as I remember, the
first time it was held was for artistic

achievements, but I have no idea how
the times have changed. I had never
been invited to a film festival ever in
my life! But what I could see was that
this place was actually becoming an
international marketing place for our
stars. My thought process tells me that
it should be more about the ren-
dezvous of films and less about fash-
ion, but it’s going in the opposite track.
Cannes has the biggest theater there!
Inside the theater, there are certain
guidelines on how you have to dress
appropriately, it's a formal affair as
compared to what's happening outside.
Even your feet should be covered! As
soon as I entered the theater, I could
see a black-and-white atmosphere.
What else I observed when I came
back to India was how the media was
hardly talking about the films that
were screened there, most of the
limelight was taken by the actresses
and what they wore. Nobody dis-
cussed Martin Scorsese’s film in detail!
I don't understand this obsession
with fashion by our media?”

He continued, “There are many
directors and producers that come
there so that their ambition for story-
telling is recognised. Even I got con-
fined in this media discussion! But
because I am from Uttarakhand, I
played smart and took the statement
pieces from my native state in antic-
ipation of identification that I am an

Indian, specifically from a state called
Uttarakhand. I took it into my stride!
And in fact, the art form from my
birthplace is actually dying — so this
was a moment of recall. We were not
so successful in drawing eyeballs with
the cinema that was being screened
there, the media was discussing the
worth of the necklace piece worn by
Miss Diva Universe. As its been dis-
cussed, it’s really true that biggies actu-
ally book the ticket, walk the red car-
pet, and then leave without even
watching the film inside the theater.
Thats so uncool! You are wasting
space. Each to its own — at least I was-
n't there for a fashion parade. Fashion
should be an extension of this festival,
not the primary focus!”

Coming to an end, we hear, “My
challenges in professional life were a
little lesser in comparison to my per-
sonal life. The professional life has
always been kind to me, but simulta-
neously, while doing all these movies,
something else was going on in my
personal life that took a toll on me. For
example, when I was shooting for TVF
Aspirants, I lost my father! Every day,
my father was going through
chemotherapy, and I had to make a
career for myself as well. Immediately
after that, my mother had to go
through a major heart surgery, so my
battles were like these. But all is well

»

now.

SHIKHA DUGGAL

man Sachdeva, the director and
Awriter known for his art, reflected
through his films and not to forget
that he is a national award winner has his
latest movie opium on board—his next mas-
terpiece keeping his legacy up to the mark.

So in an exclusive interview with the film-
maker, who is weaving the themes of reli-
gion and faith throughout this films five dis-
tinct realms, said, “T wrote a part of this
anthology feature film which was inspired
by some personal events. It took place a few
years ago and then one thing led to the other.
This was when my uncle passed away and
I travelled with my brother in law who hap-
pens to be a Muslim for the last rites. Upon
reaching, we had a strange task at hand, to
look for cow dung for a ritual. So, we roamed
the streets looking for dung because that was
one thing that was not available for sale in
any of the shops. And, this film happened””

Opium is truly a collection of intriguing
stories that explore human emotions
associated with religion. So he contin-
ued, “The emotions come from the
interrelationships of the characters
and the protagonists. The theme of
religion is not really in the face. These
are just human stories which may
have a connection to the religious
angle directly or indirectly”

Just as people wish the philosophi-
cal progression of the universe to be, his
stories also eventually move from
dystopia to utopia. Besides,
“Each story has its own
atmosphere, like in
Vinay Pathak’s story,
it's set in a quaint
Christian neigh-
bourhood in the

asking questions like does this world have
electricity? What mode of transport do they
use? Is there any traffic noise or just plain
dead hum in the background? In a more
utopian story, it is set in a beautiful Kumaon
hill station. Then, another one is a tense—
one night story where two women take
refuge at a place where a contemptuous man
has his own plans to take revenge from them.
Or the other one in which a fresh off the boat
young girl is tested by the city. As the sto-
ries progress from dystopian to utopian
worlds, the themes of those worlds change
but we tried to keep each film in a highly
cinematic world regardless of the theme.”
A great deal of emotion and sincerity is
put into the examination of anger, retalia-
tion, irritation, prejudice, and even friend-
ship! The movie has garnered both critical
acclaim and a devoted audience because of
its beautifully written storyline. The premiere
is expected to be a star-studded occasion
because it has already generated hype and
accolades at film festivals. The film pre-
miered at 35th Tokyo inter-
national film festival
where it was nominat-
ed for Best Film in the
Asian Future Award.
In this context, the
director says, “The
audience make the
film festivals, so
world over you can
~ see the most suc-
{ cessful film festivals
are where the
audiences
are,
Fn for

Bringing In the religious
hostility through
his idealistic mind

the lack of word, cinephiles. We had
three housefull screenings in Tokyo
IFF and audiences accepted the film

so much that some people came to
re-watch the film in the following
screenings. And then in IFF Kerala,

we had a houseful screening at 9:30
am, audiences cheered and applaud-

ed at the end of the film. We
received three nominations at the
New York Indian International film
festival where the most of the audi-
ences were locals and Indians living
abroad who were very accepting of the
theme and philosophy of the film. So,
it's the audiences and film enthusiasts
that make the film festivals and not the
red carpet glamour”

The religious hostility that contempo-
rary Indians have been experiencing for
some time is finally explained by Sachdeva,
and while his last piece may seem idealis-
tic in some ways, it actually has a lot to say
about how we develop into selfish adults.

In an exclusive
chat with The
Pioneer, director-
writer Aman
Sachdeva discusses
his intriguing stories
that he brought to us

Eliminate excessive heat
with right walls & floor

hen it comes to creating a
Wcomfortable and clean
indoor environment, the

right choice of tiles for walls and
floors plays a crucial role. Not only
can tiles enhance the aesthetics of
your space, but they can also help
eliminate excessive heat, resulting in
a cooler atmosphere. Minal Somany,
brand custodian at Somany Ceramics
brings to us the impact of heat-resis-
tant tiles on temperature control and
delves into the benefits of utilizing
advanced tech tiles that reduce room
temperature to keep your interiors
cool and pristine. Read along!
The quest for cooler interiors
In our pursuit of comfortable liv-
ing, excessive heat poses a significant
challenge, particularly in regions
with scorching summers. Enter
heat-resistant tiles, a game-chang-
er in maintaining cooler indoor
temperatures. These innovative
tiles, such as the one we'll discuss,
boasts the ability to reflect up to
75% of sunlight. By doing so,
they effectively reduce the
room temperature, offering
you a respite from the swel-
tering heat outside.
Energy savings made
easy
By employing heat-
resistant tiles like the
ones designed for roofs
and sun-facing sides,
you can go beyond
mere temperature con-
trol and realize sub-
stantial energy sav-
ings. The reduced
room temperature
translates to a dimin-
ished reliance on air
conditioning, there-
by helping you cur-
tail energy bills.
Whether its your
roof, pavement,
courtyard, balcony,

The temperature shield technology in
tiles, offers an innovative solution, pro-
viding a protective layer that safeguards

suburbs of ; or any other sun- tiles from unprecedented rise in temper-
Mumbai. In the through Opl Um, exposzd area, the atures. This technology acts as a shield,
story  where . incorporation of extending the efficiency of your homes
Sharib Hashmi and haVlﬂ g these tiles can signifi- while also maintaining the aesthetic appeal
plays an cantly contribute to beat- even in the face of harsh weather conditions
artist, the . ing the heat inside your during summer.

film is set premlered at Ssth home. Protection against high heat conduction
in a Nullifying the Urban Heat Island Some of the better tile brands out there offer tiles
dystopian T k Effect that protect buildings from the damages inflicted by high heat
world O YO These heat insulating tiles repel exces-  conduction. Cracks, deformation and other structural mishaps
where sive heat and help minimise the Urban can occur due to extreme heat, and this is where some innova-

everyone
wears a book
mask. This proba-
bly is the most atmos-
pheric film since we
worked on the )
theme of this
world in a very /£
minute way. We  f;
v

Heat Island Effect (UHIE) which is mainly

caused due to the high concentration of build-

ings and man-made infrastructure, alongside

dense population and other human activities. These

factors lead to exceedingly high temperatures in cities

and urban areas. The heat repellent tiles help the inte-

riors to stay cool and thus help homeowners tackle the

UHIE rather comprehensively.

Leveraging innovation and technology

tive tiles in the market distinguish themselves from others. Besides
the protection, these tiles are also environment friendly, and thus
can be the X factor in the pledge for your carbon neutral and
energy efficient home.

By incorporating heat-resistant tiles, you can effectively beat
the heat and save on energy costs and support environment sus-
tainability. So, make an informed decision and embrace the power
of innovative tiles to create a cool and pristine haven within your
home.

international
film
festival.

had ourselves
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in fairy tales in sport but

Ravindra Jadeja's near-improb-
able heist that took Chennai Super
Kings to its fifth IPL trophy might
come closest to it.

With 13 needed to win in the
final over against Gujarat Titans, CSK
managed only three runs off the first
four balls before Jadeja smashed
Mobhit Sharma for a six and a four off
the last two deliveries to literally
snatch the Cup from Gujarat's grasp.

"They say there are no fairy tales
in the sport, but it was a pretty good
one today. It has been a bit difficult
18 months where, as the captaincy
was difficult, the injury was difficult,
it took a bit of time from out of the
game for him to come back into and
be reintegrated into the Test side, and
then re-integrate into CSK," Fleming
told the media after Chennai defeat-
ed Gujarat Titans in the IPL final here.

In fact, Fleming had in huis mind
conceded defeat before final two
deliveries were bowled by Mohit and
the Jadeja turned it all.

"We have lost finals on the last
ball which is an absolute heartache.
I was gearing up myself for another
heartache when Jaddu hit one for six
and there could have been more
heartache or more joy, I was not sure.

"But when I saw the ball go down,
finally there was pure joy. This com-
petition takes you to emotional lev-
els that you cannot imagine," the Kiwi
added.

Fleming was all praise for Jadeja's
firepower.

"He plays a great role with the
ball, but we have got so much fire
power, that some ways we use him
down the order, but something has
to give. MS (Dhoni) has been very
supportive and proactive in getting
him up there and today he repaid that
faith," Fleming added.

The former New Zealand skip-
per explained Jadeja's shot selection.

"The six, I think, in particular of
the ball which was pretty close to
being perfect, was defining, and
then left-handed drive to the fine leg.
It was a great way to finish it. I could-

Stephen Fleming doesn't believe

n't be more happy for him. There has
been some frustration at times, but
he is our gun player, he is a No 1
ranked player and today he delivered,”
Fleming added.

The CSK coach said his side was
poor in the field in the first half, but
kept getting better and confident as
the rain-affected match panned out.

"215... I thought it was an excel-
lent score but the rain came and we

had to change the momentum. We
felt with the moisture around on the
pitch, it was gettable. It was going to
take a lot of batting.

"The start was really important
because we were still shell-shocked
from the fielding. The first four or six
overs started to give us the belief and
once we got a little bit of taste for it,
it is that type of ground where it is
very hard to defend, so we knew we

had a chance. It was going to be high
octane all the way through," Fleming
added.

Fleming praised Gujarat Titans
bowlers Mohammad Shami and
Mohit Sharma for taking the contest
into the final ball of the match.

"The last couple of overs were
very tight. Shami and Sharma bowled
well, Mohit Sharma in particular has
been very good," he said.

A,
-

Cricket has always been a game
of fine margins, believes Fleming,
who has been CSK coach for a
decade and half now.

"I think I said it a couple of days
ago that this tournament is being
defined by fine margins. I think the
last couple of balls summed that up
— if you just missed a yorker or go
down the leg side.

"We have talked about that all the
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" Only you could do a miracle:
Srinivasan tells Dhoni

PTI W CHENNAI

The thrilling last ball win by
Chennai Super Kings in the IPL
final against Gujarat Titans "is a mir-
acle”" and only the legend Mahendra
Singh Dhoni could pull off such a
show, noted industrialist and India
Cements Vice Chairman N
Srinivasan said on Tuesday.

Chennai-based India Cements
Ltd is the principal sponsor of the
Indian Premier League team
Chennai Super Kings.

Srinivasan spoke to the CSK
captain on Tuesday morning and
congratulated him and his team for
the "great victory".

way through, that if you can just get
on the right side of those moments,
then we can stay in and it was one of
those days," Fleming said.

Fleming heaped praise on senior
India batter Ajinkya Rahane, who
turned out to be one of the success
stories for the CSK side with an
incredibly successful season with
the bat. What changed was Rahane's
philosophy of not trying to be an
anchor batter.

"My understanding is that we got
rid of the tag of being the guy you bat
around or bat through. I think that
maybe hung over his head a little bit
too much and didn't allow him to be
the player that he can be.

"And once that tag was gone,
when I turned up halfway through
the preseason training, I saw a guy
who was in magnificent form,"
Fleming said.

Fleming said that Rahane didn't
feature in their initial plan.

"He wasn't in our initial thoughts,
but the game in Mumbai was really
defining. It was one of our best wins
in the tournament and he was the big

Srinivasan's message to Dhoni
was exclusively shared with PTT.

"Fantastic captain. You have
done a miracle. Only you can do it.
We are proud of the boys and the
team," Srinivasan told Dhoni.

He advised Dhoni to take rest
following the back-to-back match
schedule over the past few days, and
invited him to visit Chennai along
with the team to celebrate the victo-
ry.

"This season has been one where
the fans have demonstrated how
much they love M S Dhoni. So do
we," Srinivasan, who was over-
whelmed by the affection shown by
CSK fans, said.

catalyst behind it, so he cemented that
No. 3 spot.

"He has been unwavering the
whole way through he's been noth-
ing but positive, his nets have been
positive. Anytime he's been caught on
the boundary or out playing a big
shot, we've just reinforced how good
he's playing. So a little bit of belief and
just sheer ability — he's been a won-
derful player for us this year," he said.

The former New Zealand captain
said Ambati Rayudu, who announced
his retirement after this IPL final, will
leave a big hole in their side.

"Ambati Rayudu has been an
absolute legend. I rate him so high-
ly as a batter and those three balls
against Mohit Sharma today proved
against one of the most in-form
bowlers... to hit him for 6, 4 and 6
was sheer class.

"Rayudu will leave a hole, there
is no doubt about it, but the game
keeps moving. Doesn't it? We expect-
ed that for him to go out like that was
pretty emotional within the group
and for him as well," Fleming said.

[t will be a big challenge for
of T20 mould

India to come out

Hard thing would be to work hard for nine
months and try to play another IPL: Dhoni

.and play WTC final: Gavaskar
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PTI @ AHMEDABAD

Legendary cricketer Sunil
Gavaskar feels emerging
from the IPL T20 mode will be
the biggest challenge for the
Indian players when they take
on Australia in the World Test
Championship (WTC) final
against Australia next week.

Rohit Sharma's India will
play the WTC final at The Oval
from June 7 with a majority of
the players having come through
the rigours of IPL, which con-
cluded on Monday with
Chennai Super Kings lifting the
trophy for a record-equalling
fifth time.

"The biggest test will be the
fact that just about everybody
will be coming out of a T20 for-

mat, and Test cricket is a longer
format. So, I think that's going
to be the big challenge,” said
Gavaskar on Star Sports on
Tuesday.

He added that among all the
India players only veteran bat-
ter Cheteshwar Pujara was well
acclimatised to the longer format
as he has been playing county
cricket.

"They (India) have only
Cheteshwar Pujara who has
been playing in the English
County Championship, so he
will be the only guy who has
played the longer format in
these conditions, so that's going
to be the big challenge for
them."

On Ajinkya Rahane, who
after a long form slump has
come back strongly in the IPL
and helped CSK win the title this
season, Gavaskar said the the 34-
year-old's experience of English
conditions will be beneficial to
the side.

"He's got a lot of experience
having played in England, hav-
ing scored runs in England. So,
yes, I think he is going to be cru-
cial down at number 5. And yes,
I do believe he has a point to
prove, I still feel he has got plen-
ty of cricket left in him, and this
is a wonderful opportunity for
him."

PTI ® AHMEDABAD

Chennai Super Kings' tri-
umphant captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni has not yet ruled
out playing in the IPL next year
but said his body will have to
hold up to feature in yet anoth-
er season.

Under the 41-year-old
Dhoni's leadership, CSK won a
record-equalling fifth IPL title
with a five-wicket victory over
Gujarat Titans in the summit

clash here on Monday.
"Circumstantially, this is the
best time to announce my retire-
ment. But the amount of love I
have received all over, the easy
thing would be to walk away
from here, but the harder thing
would be to work hard for nine
months and try to play another
IPL," Dhoni said after the final.
Dhoni has been the cyno-
sure of all eyes ever since the
Indian Premier League began
this year and in a fitting end to

the finale, the captain finished
with a record-levelling fifth tro-
phy. His fans from across the
country went to the venues in
large numbers to cheer for him,
chanting his name wherever
CSK have played this season.
"It would be a gift from me,
won't be easy on the body. You

do get emotional, the first game
at CSK everyone was chanting
my name. My eyes were full of
water, I needed to take some
time off in the dugout.

"I realised I need to enjoy
this. I think they love me for
what I am, I don't try to portray
something I'm not. Just keep it

simple,” Dhoni said.

Speaking about the final,
Dhoni said, "Every trophy is spe-
cial, but what is special about IPL
is every crunch game you need
to be ready. There were lapses
today, the bowling department
didn't work, but it was the bat-
ting department that took the

pressure off them today.

"I do get frustrated, it is
human but I try to step into their
shoes, every individual deals
with pressure differently. Ajinkya
(Rahane) and a few others are
experienced, so you don't worry.
If anyone is confused, then can
always ask."

Destiny had this written for him: Hardik

on Dhoni

PTI W AHMEDABAD

Gujarat Titans skipper
Hardik Pandya paid rich
tributes to his mentor and rival
captain MS Dhoni, saying "des-
tiny had this written for him" to
lead Chennai Super Kings to a
record-equalling fifth IPL title
in what could be his last season
in the lucrative league.

CSK beat GT by five wick-
ets in a thrilling rain-affected
summit showdown with
Ravindra Jadeja smashing a six
and a four off the last two balls
to chase down a revised target
of 171 in 15 overs here on
Monday.

"I'm very happy for him
(Dhoni). Destiny had this writ-
ten for him," Pandya said after

Satw1k—Ch1rag palr achleves career-best ranking

s Sameer, Kiran, Ashmita enter
main draw of Thailand Open

PTI B NEW DELHI

India‘s top doubles pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty gained a place
to achieve a career-best ranking of world num-
ber 4 in the latest BWF rankings issued on
Tuesday. The Satwik-Chirag pair, which claimed
the Commonwealth Games gold medal and
French Open Super 750 crown last year and won
the Swiss Open Super 300 title this season, now
has 74,651 points from 12 tournaments.

Fresh for his maiden BWF World Tour title
at Malaysia Masters last week, HS Prannoy

jumped one place to regain the world number 8
ranking, while Kidambi Srikanth climbed three
positions to get his place back in the top 20. He
is 20th. Lakshya Sen, however, slipped a place to
world no. 23 after an early exit from the Malaysia
Masters. In women's singles, double Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu remained static at 13th spot,
while Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand also
stayed at the 15th position in women's doubles.

PTI M BANGKOK

Indian shuttlers Sameer Verma,
Kiran George and Ashmita
Chaliha notched up straight-
game wins over their respective
opponents in the qualifying
round to progress to the main
draw of the singles event at the
Thailand Open Super 500 bad-
minton tournament here on
Tuesday.

On a comeback trail, former
world number 11 Sameer, who
won the Slovenia Open recent-
ly, beat Malaysia's Yeoh Seng Zoe
21-12, 21-17 after getting two
walkovers — Indonesia's
Christian Adinata and Spain's
Luis Enrique Penalver in the pre-
vious rounds.

The 28-year-old from Dhar,
who had won three titles in 2018,
will face Denmark's Magnus

Johannesen in the opening round
of the main draw. Kiran, the 2022
Odisha Open winner, outwitted
fellow Indian Kartikey Gulshan
Kumar 21-14, 21-18 and then
defeated Korea's Jeon Hyeok Jin
21-10, 21-14 to make it to the
main draw. He will face third
seed Chinese Shi Yuqi on
Wednesday.

In women's singles, Ash-
mita Chaliha, who recently
topped BAT's selection trials to
make it to individual events of
the upcoming Asian Games,
saw off fellow Indian Unnati
Hooda 21-16, 13-21, 21-19
before beating Estonian Kristin
Kuuba 21-19, 21-11 in the sec-
ond match.

The girl from Assam will
meet compatriot Malvika
Bansod, who was promoted to
the main draw.

leading C

the heartbreaking lo

"If T had to lose, I don't
mind losing to him. Good
things happen to good people
and he's been one of the best
people I know. God has been
kind, God has been kind to me
as well but today was his night,"
added the India white-ball all-
rounder who led GT to title tri-
umph in 2022.

Dhoni himself has not yet
ruled out playing in the IPL next
year but said for that to happen,
his body will have to hold up.

Jadeja, who remained not
out on 15 off just six balls, ded-
icated the title win to his skip-
per Dhoni. "T would like to ded-
icate this win to a special mem-
ber of the CSK side, MS Dhoni,"
Jadeja said.

"Feels amazing, winning

SK to fifth IPL title

my fifth title in front of my
home crowd. I'm from Gujarat,
and it's a special feeling. This
crowd has been amazing. They
were waiting for rain to stop till
late night, I'd like to say a big
congratulations to the CSK fans
who came to support us."

On his six and four off the
last two balls, Jadeja said, "I was
just thinking I need to swing
hard, as much as I can. Where
the ball will go, I was not think-
ing about that, just looking to
swing hard.

"I was backing myself and
looking to hit straight, because
I know Mohit can bowl those
slower balls."

GT failed to defend their
title but Pandya said he would
not have asked more from the
team.

"We tick a lot of boxes and
played with our heart. We've
always been a team that has
stood together and no one gave
up. We win together and we lose
together. Maybe one of those
games today. I'm not one of
those guys who makes excuses.
CSK played better cricket.

"Special mention to Sai as
well. He is going to do wonders
in his life. I'm really happy for
the guys. We've been backing
them and their success has
been their success. Mohit,
Shami, Rashid everyone, the
way they put their hand up.
Special mention to the coach-
ing staff as well. I can't ask any-
thing more from them."

Hardik could have been valuable
addition for India in WTC final: Ponting

PTI W DUBAI

atting legend Ricky Ponting

feels that India should have
picked Hardik Pandya in their
squad for the World Test
Championships final against
Australia in London, saying his
all-round abilities could have
turned out to be the deciding
factor in the one-off game.

Pandya has not played a Test
since 2018 and he has opted sit
out of the five-day format due to
ongoing fitness concerns.

But Ponting felt Pandya
could have played in the winner-
takes all clash at The Oval from
June 7-11. Primarily because he
has bowled in more or less
every game in the just-con-
cluded IPL for Gujarat Titans
which he captains.

"..Ithought about the other
day for India in this game is how
valuable someone like Hardik
Pandya could be in a one-off
Test match," Ponting wrote for

the ICC Review.

"I know he is on record say-
ing that the Test match game is
probably a little bit hard on his
body. But for a one-off game...
He's been bowling every game
through this IPL and he's bowl-
ing quick."

The former Australia cap-
tain, also the head coach of Delhi
Capitals in the IPL, said Pandya

could have been the X-factor for
the Indian team in the WTC
final beginning on June 7.

"He (Pandya) could be that
X-factor there just to pick in a
one-off game, come in and see
what he can do with bat and ball.
He could be the difference
between the two teams."

The 29-year-old Pandya has
played in 11 Tests till now after
making his debut in 2017, scor-
ing 532 runs at an average of
31.29 with one hundred and
four fifties. He has taken 17
wickets at an average of 31.05.

In the 74 ODIs he has
played so far, Pandya has scored
1584 runs at an average of 33.00
and taken 72 wickets. In the
T201s, he has scored 1271 runs
from 87 matches and scalped 69
wickets.

Pandya led Gujarat Titans to
maiden IPL triumph in 2022 but
lost to Mahendra Singh Dhoni's
Chennai Super Kings in this sea-
son's final on Monday.
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SHIKHA DUGGAL

odern love Chennai is
Mone of the better
things that’s going to

churn out lately and we
were really astounded to
see Wamiqa Gabbi play-
ing one of the lead pro-
tagonists in the anthol-
ogy. Stunned because?
Most of the time we
have seen the leading
lady pulling Punjabi
characters to a
greater extent. But
we are sure she hasa
connection! And so,
bringing you a fresh
Tollywood interview
with this incredible
new talent on board
for Modern Love
Chennai, we take in, “In
view of the fact that I
could feel the passion
between the two charac-
ters, I signed this anthology.
I was actually contacted for
two of the stories in Modern
Love Chennai but due to some
date issues I could only pull one of
the episodes. Now you got me right that
yes I am a Punjabi by blood but I am doing
love stories from Chennai and thats the
beauty of being in this entertainment industry.”
The flair and the aptitude of the actress takes you
i through a place where she still doesn’t know how

Wamiqa
Gabbi, who will
soon be starring in the
upcoming Modern Love

Chennai, 1s one of the
incredible talents in the
industry. In an exclusive
interview with The Pioneer,
the actress discusses
becoming a part of the
series, acting her
roles with such
conviction,
% and more.

Phf
OAFHTY @ NATURE CARE

dvail couldnt have been more
off the mark. Ai this Satorday’s
bronch, he was boasting to his

Pasis Daoble class buddies they would
miserally fail 1o find themselvs an
prguisite Indig-made car that was
comsgmimake, E-.;".'ll. [y .\,|||'|I'||_' I Cony I|||_'.-I'|!1
him that the wiriees of solid safety
sleek  design  and  care  bor  the
enviremment  could e macried
tegether into one lour-whesler.

Soon after, the friends moodily
tonk of T and started checking variows
car showrooms., They didnt have o
roam arsund nmach before a radiant
KiA EV6 entranced Advait amd his
AN The RO thing was that the
premium  sporiy ci:n.u ic  wehicle
handily met his - pretty  cgooeas - and
specific demands, ton: An avid treikker
on miest weekends and during his
bizmnual vacations, the tep honcho
liked to zaam ofl .'|i|'-|'|l_l| with his
pariner 0 farawiy qylvian
surrpundings, He was guile  zealons
about his individoalism as well as
possessions making & sivle stalement
wit byvd r||-.r||:'|'||'||_5 nakLre,

ke EY6 was onlike any othor
electric vehicle Advait had seen before
It hiad a urikque ':"-""l-'-" {for exa 11|'-I|_'
viewing il from the front and back
|-.r||i-.'-. ted it ns o different ent tvl with a
sparty stance. But of course, Based an
ElA's  pew  design philosophy.
I':'p|'--|;:l:' Linited’, the EVa left a
distlinct impression on every onlooker's
il

Looks apart, the car successfully
neutralised range anxiery with an ARAI
certified, whopping 708 l'.n'-'rll.':r!:-.'

tollywood

‘I need my director to
unfurl the character

for me In layers’

to speak Telugu Tamil or Malayali, yet it's her sheer
hard work that she plays all of these roles with so
much conviction. She continued to speak to us, “I
never really understand my characters in the first
to the second meetings, I need my director to unfurl
the character for me in layers. After that I surren-
der! In just one episode there are so many theo-
ries revolving around it. Once upon a time, I was
a demented girl too just as my character in
Modern Love Chennai. So this bewilderness led me
to outspread my character in this episode. Until the
mid-shoot, I couldnt figure out my character sketch
because of so many theories surrounding her”

There was an untold story where Wamiqa con-
fides with the media that even though she is from
Punjab—she had her few bad experiences in the
Punjabi industry too. And then when she came to
the Hindi industry there also she was consecutive-
ly giving auditions for six years but never anything
really lucked out for her. But the actress is not sorry
about these incidents! Instead, now with Modern
Love Chennai in her kitty, “I promised my direc-
tor that I am going to learn Tamil this year so that
I can enjoy my Tamil characters even more with
so much of genuineness that I would like to bring
on the table. The character has created a stir in our
lives (she laughs) Hysterically, this character trou-
bled me a lot on a personal note too! But a stream-
ing giant like Prime Video has come like a bless-
ing in disguise for me — they are giving me my
most beautiful projects that I can take pride in and
add those in my filmography. Even the artwork on
the sets of modern love chennai was so overwhelm-
ing for an artist to perform at! Generally, I don’t
see the monitor but after every shot my instinct and
excitement both were persuading me to go watch
myself. Being a native of Punjab state, I never had
the idea that I'll be tapping success in the Tamil
industry too”

PO MIX OF LOOKS,

which was perfect for Advait's outings.
Anpther imporiant superior [Eature is
EVi's fast .I'|.'|rj:.|'.!! -._'|u|:-|i|r'. I comies
with o long-range 774 KWh baitery
|1:uk with 800-vadt ultra-tast charping
capability. a 10-80 per cent .'I'..'::'l_l:_-
taking barely 1B mimaies with a 350
kYW -.'!|;|*3_-'_-:'r. |'.|.|ici|'|=:_ it perfect for I|-|'||_'_
aArivieA

The car's powerfol all-electric
matar effortlessly churns out 605 Mm
of torque. lis low centre of gravity
makes EVE a sporty  handling
caperience, powering the vehicle il
100 in just 5.4 seconds. The Eva ales
has the latest generation of KlA's
Smart Regenerafive Braking Svstem
that recuperales kinelic energy e

KIA EVG ENCOMPASSES SOLID
SAFETY, A SLEEK DESIGN AND CARE
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT. ITS UNIQUE
DESIGN, BASED ON ‘OPPOSITE

UNITED' PHILOSOPHY, AND AN ARA-

CERTIFIED JAW-DROPPING 708
KMW/CHARGE RANGE IS BOLSTERED
BY ULTRA-FAST CHARGING
CAPABILITY AND A HOST OF
ADVANGED SAFETY FEATURES

m

miaximise driving range and efficiency
It comes  equipped  with  four
repenerative |'|F.R.|{Ii|é_l levels, where-in
-FEDAL driving mode allows the car

to harvest the maximom amount of

CNETEY from brakes and enables the
driver to bring the vehicle o a gentle
Falt withoot |::'|'|1||'||l_ tix push the brake
pedal

KIA E¥6 is ane ol the salesi EVs
avallable in India, wath |'|!_'11r .|.|"'|._|‘!:x.
ill-wheel disc brakes, ABS, ESC, HAC,
MORA, BAS, VA, ESS. froat and rear
parking sensors. besides the [SOFLX
child anchor, It also has advanced
driver assisiance svstems {AFAS] such
as Forward Colllslon Aveidonce Assist
(FCAY for car, pedestrian, cvelist, and

lenction turning, Laoe Recp Assist
{LEA), Blind-spar Colligion Aveidance
Assisd (BOAL  Rear-cross Trallis
Avoidance Assist (ROTA) Safe Exi
Asxigl {SEA ), Lane Foallow Assist [1FA]
Rlind Spot Detection (BSDY, Driver
Artenteon Warming (AW ) amd Sosarl
Cruise Contml (80001 with Stop & G
Functionality

Aclvait couldin’t have been happier
il I'-:'|||é': sroved wrong. In the '.':.lr!l_.l.l:1
he I-.ll.l'.'nll everything he wanted bt
didn't hape to dind in an Indian eleciric
vehicle - sporty deskgn, long ranpe, fast
charging and advanced safery and
driver assistance leatures. Mow he can't
walt for his next getaway in his new
KiA EVa!
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