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Human labour triumphing
over machinery. This is

how the world media described
the climax of an incredible and
perilous weeks-long rescue
operation for 41 construction
workers trapped in a collapsed
mountain tunnel in
Uttarakhand. 
As rescuers in India on Tuesday
evening successfully pulled out
all the workers after their 17-
day ordeal, the global media
provided live coverage of the
dramatic rescue operations.
“In the end it was a triumph of
human labour over machinery
as the specialist rat-hole min-
ing experts managed to man-
ually break through the final 12
metres of rubble, using only
hand drills and pulleys,” The
Guardian newspaper wrote.
The workers were pulled out
through an escape pipe after
the last stretch of rubble had
been manually drilled by a
specialist team of “rat-hole
mining” experts who had been
flown in to help after the
mechanical drill broke down.
The dramatic scenes of the first
men emerging on stretchers
from the entrance of the
Silkyara-Barkot tunnel came
after more than 400 hours, dur-
ing which the rescue operation
hit multiple obstacles, delays
and false promises of imminent
rescue, the British newspaper
said in a detailed report.
“Outside the tunnel, there have
been celebrations at the news of
the first man coming out of the

tunnel,” the BBC reported
while providing regular updates
on the rescue operation.
They were freed after a mam-
moth rescue operation that
overcame many obstacles, it
said.
“This happy conclusion came
after a day filled with anticipa-
tion, as authorities announced
that there had been a break-
through in the rescue opera-
tions,” the British public broad-
caster said.
Military engineers and miners
drill ‘rat hole’ through debris to
complete a painstaking extrac-

tion mission, said London-
based daily ‘The Telegraph’ in
its lead story.
A portion of the tunnel col-
lapsed on November 12, block-
ing the exit for the workers who
were inside. Food, medicines
and other essentials were sent
to them through a six-inch pipe
pushed through the rubble of
the collapsed portion.
So-called rat miners were
brought in on Monday to drill
through the rocks, gravel and
metal obstacles by hand from
inside a narrow evacuation
pipe that pushed through the

debris after machinery failed,
France 24 reported.
The New York Times in its
report said initial drilling efforts
were hampered by additional
falling debris. And by Day 13,
the rescue effort appeared in
disarray as an American-made
auger machine broke down
with less than 20 metres to go
in the drilling. As workers tried
to extricate it, officials initiated
backup plans, including one in
which workers began drilling
vertically from the mountain-
top.
New machines were flown in

from different parts of the
country. But, in the end, the
rescue effort — which also
involved international tun-
nelling experts — found suc-
cess in manual drilling by “rat
hole miners” in the final stretch
of the path that had been
mostly cleared by the auger
machine.
The rescue operation faced
hiccups even in its final hours,
threatening to derail the grow-
ing confidence of family mem-
bers who waited in anticipation
of their relatives being pulled to
safety, it said.
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India on Wednesday said it
has constituted a high-level

enquiry committee to probe
allegations relating to a conspir-
acy to kill Sikh extremist
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun on
the US soil.  
Announcing this here, the
External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said India will take necessary
follow-up action based on the
findings of the committee.
The Financial Times, citing
unnamed sources, last week
reported that US authorities
thwarted a plot to assassinate
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun,
and issued a warning to the
Indian Government over con-
cerns it was involved in the
plot. Bagchi said India consti-
tuted a high-level inquiry com-
mittee on November 18 to
look into all the relevant aspects
of the matter.
Pannun, a Sikh extremist and
known to be an American and
Canadian citizen, is wanted by
Indian probe agencies on var-
ious terror charges.
“We have already said during
the course of discussions 
with the US on bilateral 
security cooperation, the US
side shared some inputs 
pertaining to nexus between
organised criminals, gun 
runners, terrorists and oth-

ers,” Bagchi said.
“We had also indicated that
India takes such inputs serious-
ly since they impinge on our
national security interests as
well, and relevant departments
were already examining the
issue,” he said.
The Financial Times report
came weeks after Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
made allegations of a “poten-
tial” involvement of Indian
agents in the killing of
Khalistani separatist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar in a Vancouver
suburb in June.
Following the report, Bagchi on
November 22 said the US side
shared some inputs pertaining
to nexus between organised
criminals, gun runners, terror-
ists and others. 
He said the inputs are a “cause
of concern” for both countries
and they decided to take nec-
essary follow up action. 
The media report about the
alleged plot to kill Pannun
came about two months after
Trudeau alleged in September
that there was a potential link
between Indian Government
agents and the killing of 
another Khalistani leader,
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, who was
gunned down in the parking lot
of a gurdwara in the town of
Surrey in June. India strongly
denied the charges, describing
them as absurd. 
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In a major setback to the AAP
Government, the Supreme

Court on Wednesday permit-
ted the Centre to extend the
tenure of Delhi Chief Secretary
Naresh Kumar, a day before he
was set to demit office on
November 30, for six months,
holding that the Union
Government’s decision did not
violate law or the Constitution. 

A bench comprising Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud and
justices JB Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra held, prima facie,
the Centre has the power to
appoint and extend the tenure
of the Chief Secretary of the
national capital territory of
Delhi as the officer deals with
the entire administration
including police, public order
and land, which fall beyond the
legislative and executive pow-
ers of the Delhi Government.

“We come to the conclu-
sion that at this stage, bearing
in mind the provisions of the
judgment of this court in
Constitution Bench 2 (2023
judgment on Centre-Delhi gov-
ernment services row) and the
subsequent developments
which have taken place result-
ing in the enactment of the
amendment to the GNCTD
Act 1991, the decision of the
Union Government to extend
the services of the incumbent

chief secretary for a period of
six months cannot be con-
strued to be violative of law or
the constitutional distribution
of powers between the Union
and the government of the
GNCTD,” the bench said.

The bid to extend the
tenure of the present chief sec-
retary is the latest bone of con-
tention between the Arvind
Kejriwal Government and
Lieutenant Governor (LG) V K
Saxena, who have been
involved in a series of run-ins
over various issues.

Significantly, the current
chief secretary, whose tenure
will now be extended, is report-
edly not on good terms with
the Delhi Government owing
to allegations against his son in
a case related to acquisition of
19 acres by the National
Highways Authority of India in
2018 for construction of the
Dwarka Expressway.

“It will be farfetched to
postulate that the central gov-
ernment is divested of the
power to appoint the chief
secretary. We clarify that this is
on the basis of a prima facie
evaluation,” the bench said.
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The Union Cabinet, on
Wednesday, decided to

extend the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY) to provide 5 kilo-
grams of free food grains per
month to 81.35 crore poor
people for another five years,
which would cost the exche-
quer �11.80 lakh crore. 
The Cabinet meeting, chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, also approved the
Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi
Nyaya Maha Abhiyan, which
focuses on 11 critical interven-
tions for Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups.
Additionally, the Cabinet
approved a central scheme to
provide drones to 15,000 pro-
gressive women Self Help
Groups (SHGs) with an outlay
of �1,261 crore for two years
beginning in 2024-25.”
The Cabinet also cleared the
Terms of Reference of the 16th
Finance Commission to sug-
gest the ratio for the devolution
of taxes between the Centre
and States. Additionally, it will
review financing for disaster
management initiatives for five
years beginning April 1, 2026.
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur told
the media, “Keeping in view the
welfare of the beneficiaries and
to strengthen food security in
terms of accessibility, afford-

ability, and availability of food
grains for the targeted popula-
tion, and to maintain uniformi-
ty across the States, the decision
has been taken to continue pro-
viding food grains free of cost
under the PMGKAY for five
years.”
The scheme was last extended
until December 31, 2023. The
PMGKAY was introduced in
2020 as a pandemic relief mea-
sure, providing 5 kg of free food
grains per beneficiary per
month, in addition to the 5 kg
of subsidised food grain under
the National Food Security
Act (NFSA).
In December 2022, as the
PMGKAY came to an end after
multiple extensions, it was sub-
sumed under the NFSA, pro-
viding ration for free for one
year. Under the NFSA, two cat-
egories are covering up to 75
per cent of the rural population
and 50 per cent of the urban
population — Antyodaya Anna
Yojana (AAY) and priority
households. AAY households,
comprising the poorest of the
poor, are entitled to receive 35

kg of food grains per family per
month, while priority house-
holds receive 5 kg per person
per month.
Termed as a historic decision,
the Government has stated
that the extension of free grain
distribution under the
PMGKAY for the next five
years reflects the long-term
commitment and vision of the
government in addressing
national food and nutrition
security. This move is expect-
ed to help mitigate any finan-
cial hardship faced by the
affected strata of society in a
sustainable manner and ensure
a long-term pricing strategy
with zero cost to the beneficia-
ries. This, according to a state-
ment, is vital for the effective
penetration of the Public
Distribution System.
For example, the economic
cost of 35 kg of rice for an
Antyodaya family is �1,371,
while the cost of 35 kg of
wheat is �946. These costs are
being borne by the Central
Government. As a result, the
monthly savings of ration card-
holders are significant due to
the provision of free food
grains, it added.
Free grains will be distributed
through a network of over 5
lakh fair price shops under a
common logo. Beneficiaries
can obtain their entitled grains
from any fair price shop in the
country under the One Nation
One Ration Card initiative.
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Afight between a man and
his wife midair compelled

a Munich-Bangkok  bound
Lufthansa flight (LH772),
which took off from Munich, to
make an unscheduled landing
at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) airport on
Wednesday morning.
Subsequently, the couple was
de-boarded. 
According to sources, a
German man and his Thai
wife started fighting midair
during the flight from Munich
to Bangkok. Lufthansa first
requested permission to land in
Pakistan. When this was
denied, the airline made an
emergency stop in Delhi
because of the unruly passen-
gers. This is one of the very rare
conditions where an interna-

tional flight had to be diverted
not owing to some medical
emergency or safety purpose
but for a fight between a man
and his wife that went too far.
Sources said  the wife had first
complained about her hus-
band’s behaviour to the pilot,
saying she was being “threat-
ened” by him and sought inter-
vention. 
Sources said the 53-year
German passenger allegedly

“threw food, tried to burn a
blanket using a lighter, shout-
ed at his wife and did not fol-
low the instructions issued by
the crew” and hence the pilot
diverted the flight. The man
was later deboarded by Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) personnel at IGIA.
The wife was travelling on a
different PNR ticket and she
desired to continue her journey
to Bangkok, they said. The air-
line, as per the sources, is also
coordinating with the German
Embassy. “The man of German
nationality was offloaded at
Delhi and handed over to air-
port security. He has since
apologised,” they added.
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is now
mulling whether to consider
the apology and allow the man
to return to Germany, or hand

him over to law enforcement
agencies in India.
“The reason for the fight
between husband and wife is
not known, but the flight had
to be diverted due to the fight
between husband and wife,”
sources said.
Lufthansa, in a statement, said
the flight was diverted to Delhi
due to an unruly passenger on
board. 
A similar incident had taken
place on October 6 aboard an
Air India flight. A man was
arrested for allegedly using
abusive language and passing
lewd comments towards the
crew members, the Delhi Police
had confirmed. 
A crew member working in the
economy class cabin said that
the accused started passing
lewd comments and abusing
others. 
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The concluding day of the
two-day winter session of

Punjab Vidhan Sabha on
Wednesday witnessed a flurry
of discussions and debates as
opposition legislators brought
forth several critical issues,
ranging from the Old Pension
Scheme (OPS), contentious
issue of Sutlej-Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal, stubble burning,
and law and order. Despite
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann’s absence, both treasury
and opposition benches
engaged in heated discussions
on several crucial matters.

The principal opposition
party, Congress, also took a
decisive step by staging a walk-
out from the House, empha-
sizing the need for an extend-
ed session to thoroughly
address the pressing concerns
facing the State. The day also
saw MLAs from the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
engaging in discussions on
four key bills in the absence of
the Chief Minister and
Congress MLAs, and passing
the same.
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Senior Congress leader and
the Leader of Opposition
Partap Singh Bajwa raised con-
cerns about the delayed imple-
mentation of the Old Pension
Scheme (OPS), as announced
by the Finance Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema in November
2022. He highlighted that lakhs
of government servants were
eagerly awaiting the imple-
mentation of OPS in Punjab,
urging the Government to pro-
vide a clear timeline for its exe-
cution.

Bajwa also underscored
the disparity in the payment of
Dearness Allowance (DA)
between Central and the State
Government employees, calling
for the release of pending DA
instalments.

He pointed out that AAP
national convener Arvind
Kejriwal had acknowledged
the acceptance of the OPS
scheme in principle in Punjab.
The Leader of Opposition
urged the Government to ful-
fill its commitment and imple-
ment the scheme without fur-
ther delay.

Bajwa’s impassioned plea
during the Zero Hour sought
answers on behalf of the affect-
ed government servants who
have been awaiting the imple-
mentation of OPS. “When will
it be implemented? Our party’s
government is in three states —
Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan,
and Chhattisgarh. In all three
states, we have implemented it,”
he said.

Furthermore, Bajwa raised
the issue of the pending dear-
ness allowance of the govern-
ment employees and asked the
State Government when it
would be disbursed. “12 per
cent DA of employees is pend-
ing,” Bajwa said, emphasizing
the financial strain faced by the
employees.
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SAD MLA Dr Sukhwinder
Kumar Sukhi raised concerns
about the new National
Educational Policy propagated
by the BJP led Central
Government, emphasizing its
potential threat to the Punjabi
language. He expressed appre-
hensions that the policy, which
dictates 70 per cent of the edu-

cation syllabus from the
Center, could undermine the
objectives of Punjabi universi-
ties.

“Under the new policy, 70
per cent of the education syl-
labus will be dictated by the
Centre. Punjabi University,
Patiala, was set up to propagate
Punjabi language. Similarly,
Guru Nanak Dev University
was set up to propagate the
thoughts and teachings of
Guru Nanak Dev ji. With this
new policy, the aims of these
universities will fade away,”
Sukhi warned.

Referring to the Chief
Minister’s statement in the
House a day before that BJP
would even like to remove the
word ‘Punjab’ from the nation-
al anthem, Dr Sukhi said that
the new education policy was
yet another way to finish off
Punjabi language. He stressed
the need for discussions and
seminars on this issue to pre-
serve the linguistic and cultural
identity of Punjab.

Dr Sukhi also brought
attention to the deteriorating
law and order situation in
Punjab, particularly highlight-
ing the delayed investigation
into an interview given by
gangster Lawrence Bishnoi
while in judicial custody. “It
has been seven-eight months
but Punjab Police has been
washing its hands of the mat-
ter. Now Punjab and Haryana
High Court has summoned
ADGP Jails. The Punjab
Government needs to reflect
on this,” he said.

Notably, Bishnoi is one of
the accused in the 2022 singer
Sidhu Moosewala murder case.
In March this year, a private
news channel ran two inter-
views of Bishnoi. The Punjab
Police had formed a special

investigation team to probe the
interviews of Bishnoi.
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Congress MLA Pargat
Singh raised the longstanding
controversial issue of Sutlej-
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal dur-
ing the Zero Hour.
Highlighting the numerous lit-
igations pending since 1980-81,
he emphasized the need for an
all-party meeting to address the
water-related challenges facing
Punjab. He stressed the impor-
tance of water as the lifeline of
Punjab and urged collective
efforts to find comprehensive
solutions through dialogue.

The SYL canal issue has
been a recurring challenge,
with legal battles spanning
over four decades.
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Independent MLA Rana
Inder Partap brought attention
to the critical issue of stubble
burning and its impact on the
air pollution. He noted that the
delayed sowing of paddy crops,
aimed at conserving water, had
led to increased pollution lev-
els due to the burning of paddy
stubble in November.

Rana Inder Partap sug-
gested a practical solution by
advocating for the widespread
use of balers to manage crop
residue. He highlighted the
shortage of balers in the State
and proposed an initiative to
ensure a baler in each village,
preventing the need for stubble
burning.

He emphasized the

urgency of addressing stubble
burning, particularly in light of
the evolving agricultural prac-
tices affecting the timing and
severity of the issue. His pro-
posal aimed at increasing the
availability of balers showcased
a proactive approach to miti-
gate the environmental impact
of stubble burning.
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The anticipation for the
announcement of sugarcane
prices for the fiscal year 2023-
24 was met with disappoint-
ment as the Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann stayed away
from the House proceedings on
the second and last day of the
winter session. Despite assur-
ing the farmers during a meet-
ing at the Punjab Bhawan that
the announcement would be
made during the assembly ses-
sion, Mann was conspicuous-
ly absent.

However, the conclusion of
the session left farmers and
opposition leaders disappoint-

ed, with no clarity on the sug-
arcane prices.
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Congress MLAs staged a
walkout in the House after
proposing an extension of the
two-day winter session, to
pave the way for a compre-
hensive discussion on the sev-
eral issues concerning the state.

Raising the issue of SYL,
Congress MLA Pargat Singh
demanded an extensive debate
on the subject in the House. He
said that the Chief Minister led
the discussion by relocating it
to Ludhiana, while urging an
all-party meeting ensuring the
participation of experts to shed
light on the intricate details of
the matter.

Also expressed his dis-
content, Bajwa said that the
Chief Minister had assured
the farmers during the meet-
ing that the announcement of
sugarcane prices would be
made in the assembly.
However, with the session con-
cluding without the expected

announcement, the
Opposition deemed it fit to
protest by walking out.

Bajwa raised concerns not
only about the delay in
announcing sugarcane prices
but also about the lack of dis-
cussions on critical issues such
as the law and order situation,
illegal mining, and the deteri-
orating situation arising from
the controversial farm laws.

Congress also criticized
the hasty conclusion of the
assembly session, stating that
there was no urgency to con-
clude the proceedings so swift-
ly. Bajwa, who had proposed a
resolution to stall proceedings
to discuss the law and order
situation, faced resistance from
the Speaker, who did not allow
him to speak for even a
minute.

“The situation of law and
order in Punjab is extremely
poor. The Speaker did not
allow us to speak, even for a
minute, although he had
assured us that he would make
a quick decision on this mat-
ter,” lamented Bajwa.
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Punjab Vidhan Sabha on
Wednesday witnessed the

passage of four crucial bills with
three of them expected to gen-
erate an estimated revenue of Rs
1000 crore for the state.

In the absence of Congress
MLAs during the passage of the
three bills, including the Punjab
Canal and Drainage Bill 2023,
party legislator from Abohar
Sandeep Jakhar voiced his oppo-
sition arguing that passing bills of
such magnitude without pro-
viding comprehensive informa-
tion to the legislators is not an
ideal legislative practice.

The House passed the
Transfer of Property (Punjab
Amendment) Bill-2023, includ-
ing provisions from the Transfer
of Property Act-1882 — previ-
ously not applicable in Punjab.
Notably, Section 58, invoked
through notifications in 1975 and
1979, was selectively applied to
districts and later to all blocks.
The Bill establishes a mandato-
ry registration process for loans
secured against property, previ-
ously limited to select urban
areas, now expanded to cover the
entire state.

It empowers bank managers
with the authority to send mort-
gage documents for registration,
ensuring a streamlined process
and additional revenue through
stamp duty and registration fees.

The Indian Stamp (Punjab
Amendment) Bill, 2023, is an
amendment to the Indian Stamp
Act 1899, introducing changes
aimed at clarifying and simpli-
fying the stamp duty levied on
various property transactions.
The amendment specifically tar-
gets power of attorney transac-
tions, imposing a two percent
stamp duty.

Additionally, it establishes a
uniform fee of Rs 2000 for cre-
ating a power of attorney relat-
ed to blood relations or between
spouses, aligning with a recent
Supreme Court ruling.
Furthermore, the bill introduces
a 0.25 percent stamp duty on
loans taken for vehicle purchas-
es.

The Registration (Punjab
Amendment) Bill, 2023, aimed at
amending the 1908 Registration
Act, which established to facili-
tate the levy and collection of
Registration Fees by the State
Governments. This legislation
outlines provisions for smooth

imposition and collection of
Registration Fees. To enhance
clarity and efficiency in the fee
collection process, Punjab has
proposed changes include the
insertion of provisions for
Mortgage by the deposit of Title
Deeds and Sale Certificate.

The Punjab Canal and
Drainage Bill-2023, presented
amidst deliberations, aimed to
regulate the installation of tube
wells around canals. The Bill
restricted private tube well instal-
lations near government tube
wells, addressing concerns of
revenue loss.

While the bill emphasized
water resource management,
transparency, and dispute reso-
lution, Congress MLA Sandeep
Jakhar expressed dissent urging
the formation of a committee to
address apprehensions. He said
that the bill, similar to the con-
tentious agricultural laws, needs
further scrutiny.

Jakhar, expelled from the
Congress party, stressed the need
for a committee to dispel doubts
and scrutinize the Bill. He argued
that, similar to the recently
repealed agricultural laws, this
legislation could impact water
distribution and rule-making.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Wednesday said that the peo-
ple of the State are like family
to him; and the State
Government is committed to
serve every section of society
with a strong sense of dedica-
tion and determination.

The Chief Minister, pre-
siding over the monthly meet-
ing of the District Public
Relations and Grievances
Committee in Faridabad on
Wednesday, advocated for swift
resolution of public complaints,
suggesting alternative options
instead of resorting to lengthy
court processes. He stressed
that the government's priority
is to ensure the well-being of
every citizen, and immediate
relief should be provided with-
out causing any inconvenience.

A total of 14 complaints
were presented in the meeting,
most of which were settled on
the spot.

Khattar directed swift

action to address the water
shortage issue for villages such
as Mohana and Narhawali.
Additionally, officials from the
Electricity and Irrigation
Departments were given
instructions to examine
Rajvaha before December 31st,
remove the silt and check the
feasibility of the motors at the
pump house.

Highlighting the govern-
ment's dedication to irriga-
tion and drinking water supply,
Khattar affirmed that efforts
were underway to enhance
canal capacity, ensuring ade-
quate water supply to every
farm. He reiterated the
Government's commitment to
purchasing crops at MSP, con-
tributing to the prosperity of
the state's farmers.

The Chief Minister high-
lighted the government's focus
on fostering equitable devel-
opment initiatives. “The gov-
ernment's thinking is that the
amount spent on development
works should be utilized well
and the common people

should get maximum facilities,”
he said.

At the same time, he said
that builders should provide
essential amenities like elec-
tricity and water to residents in
their societies. If any builder
shows reluctance in fulfilling
these basic requirements, thor-
ough investigation and appro-
priate action in accordance
with the rules should follow, he
added.

He emphasized the need
for all officers and employees
to carry out their duties with
utmost honesty, embracing a
zero-tolerance policy towards
corruption. The state operates
under a government free from
fear and corruption, actively
translating development ini-
tiatives into reality while
respecting public sentiments.
The Chief Minister directed
officials to take swift action
against illegal constructions or
encroachments, underscoring
that such activities will not be
tolerated under any circum-
stances.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar, pre-

siding over a meeting of High
Powered Purchase Committee
(HPPC) and High Power
Works Purchase Committee
(HPWPC) on Wednesday,
granted an approval for the
contracts and purchase of var-
ious items worth more than Rs
2500 crore. The negotiations
with different bidders during
the meeting resulted in savings
of approximately Rs 22 crore by
setting competitive rates, said
the Government official
spokesperson.

In the HPPC meeting, 12
agendas of various depart-

ments including Police,
Haryana Vidyut Prasaran
Nigam Limited (HVPNL),
Uttar Haryana Bijli Vitran
Nigam (UHBVN), Transport,
Haryana State Agricultural
Marketing Board, Urban Local
Bodies Department and 23
agendas in High Power Works
Purchase were presented, with
the majority receiving com-
mittee approval.

A state-of-the-art 100-bed
hospital will soon be ready in
Tohana of Fatehabad district.
The upcoming facility is poised
to enhance healthcare services
not only for Tohana residents
but also for those in the sur-
rounding areas. During today's
meeting, a construction con-
tract totaling approximately

Rs 49 crore was approved for
the timely realization of this
significant health infrastruc-
ture project.

In addition, the meeting
gave the green signal for the
purchase of 52 six-seater buses
and 34 thirty-two seater mini-
buses by the Police Department.
Furthermore, the proposal to
procure 55 police troop carri-
ers received approval.

In addition, a significant
approval was granted for the
procurement of materials
amounting to Rs 343 crore,
dedicated to engineering works
for the Development and
Panchayat, Public Works
Department, Haryana State
Agricultural Marketing Board
and other relevant departments.
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In a significant political devel-
opment, Punjab Vidhan

Sabha’s former Deputy Speaker
and three-time MLA Ajaib
Singh Bhatti rejoined the
Congress on Wednesday after
parting ways with the BJP.

Bhatti, known for his alle-
giance to former Chief Minister
Capt Amarinder Singh, had
joined the BJP in September
2022 along with Capt
Amarinder, who merged his
Punjab Lok Congress (PLC)
with the saffron party.

A former bureaucrat, Bhatti
entered electoral politics in
2007, winning from the
Nathana (SC reserved) con-
stituency in Bathinda district.
Over the years, he secured vic-
tories from Bhucho Mandi and
Malout in 2012 and 2017,
respectively. Capt Amarinder,
whom Bhatti regards as a
“fatherly figure” for introducing
him to politics, led him to the
BJP.

This homecoming follows a
trend in Punjab Congress, as last
month, four former ministers
and two ex-MLAs, including

leaders from both BJP and
Akali Dal, returned to the
Congress. Among them were
Raj Kumar Verka, Balbir Singh
Sidhu, Gurpreet Singh Kangar,
Hans Raj Josan, Mohinder
Singh Rinwa, and Jeet Mohinder
Singh Sidhu. These political
maneuvers signal a changing
political landscape in the State.

On Wednesday, Ajaib Singh
Bhatti, his daughter Jeevan Jot
Kaur, and former SSP Rajinder
Singh joined the Congress,
along with two other leaders.
The induction ceremony took
place at the Punjab Congress
Bhawan in Chandigarh, where
Leader of Opposition Partap
Singh Bajwa and Punjab
Pradesh Congress Committee
president Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring extended a warm wel-
come to the new members.

Expressing his delight,
Bajwa said: “I am delighted to
embrace such capable leaders
into our fold. Their addition
contributes positively to our
growth trajectory. Together, we
remain committed to advancing
Punjab's welfare, especially with
the infusion of such accom-
plished individuals.”

Warring emphasized the
Congress’s open arms for lead-
ers dedicated to Punjab's bet-
terment, stating, “All those pos-
sessing the capability and deter-
mination to work for Punjab's
betterment are warmly wel-
comed. The inclusion of these
individuals into our political
family is a testament to the
acknowledgment and apprecia-
tion of our efforts by fellow polit-
ical leaders.”

Bhatti, explaining his return,
said, “The poor Scheduled Caste
(SC) population of the area is
very much attached to me. They
have been Congress supporters
and have been compelling me
for long to return to the party. I
judged their pulse and decided
accordingly.”

The new entrants pledged
their dedication to serving the
interests of the Congress and
Punjab, vowing to elevate the
state to new heights and bring
pride to the region. Warring
noted, “Your inclusion carries
significant responsibilities. It is
imperative to work diligently to
achieve greatness for our home-
land and consistently serve its
best interests.”

�����������	
����		��
����������������
������������
�����������������
����� 
���$�%�
�

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar will

launch the ‘Viksit Bharat Jan
Samvad Sankalp Yatra’ on
November 30 by flagging off the
van from Fatehpur Biloch village
in Faridabad district. The yatra
aims to bring the welfare initia-
tives of the Central and State
Governments to every house-
hold, ensuring the upliftment of
individuals at the grassroots
level in the spirit of Antyodaya,
said the government official
spokesperson.

Dr Amit Agrawal,
Additional Principal Secretary to
the Chief Minister and Director
General of Information, Public
Relations, Language and Culture
Department, assessed the prepa-
rations for the yatra in Fatehpur
Biloch village and provided the
necessary guidance to the dis-
trict administration officials.

“As India is heading towards
joining the developed countries
of the world, it instills pride in the
citizens…The objective of the
Viksit Bharat Jan Samvad
Sankalp Yatra is to instill a sense

of pride among the general pub-
lic,” he said. Emphasizing the
spirit of Antyodaya, he stressed
the importance of reaching every
government scheme to the mar-
ginalized sections of society.

Dr Agrawal said that the
goal of Viksit Bharat-Jan Samvad
Sankalp Yatra is to ensure that
every Indian gains access to the
benefits of government schemes
and takes pride in contributing
to the country's progress.
Emphasizing the importance of
connecting with people, he
stressed the need to inform
them about the nation's advance-
ments. Encouraging the involve-
ment of children in these pro-
grams, he envisioned them
drawing inspiration for the
future. During the event, the
Chief Minister will administer an
oath to citizens, urging them to
make an unparalleled contribu-
tion towards achieving a devel-
oped India by 2047. Various
departments will also set up
stalls, showcasing their respective
public welfare schemes and pro-
viding information on the ben-
efits available to the public dur-
ing this period.
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BJP national general secretary
Tarun Chugh on Wednesday

strongly condemned Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
for “inciting” anti-Punjab senti-
ments in the State for political
reasons. Strongly condemning
the Chief Minister for his state-
ment in the Assembly saying that
Punjab might be omitted out of
the national anthem, Chugh
ridiculed Mann saying that the
national anthem has been a
national pride since
Independence and it was too flip-
pant on the part of the Chief
Minister to speak in the
Assembly like that. Chugh
demanded that the Chief
Minister’s remarks should be
expunged from the Assembly
proceedings and the Speaker
should issue a warning to the
Chief Minister against using
such words in the House.

“Mann government has
failed to take care of the farmers’
interests in the state and it is now
trying to pass the onus on the
Centre which provided adequate
funds for farmers to manage the
paddy stubble,” he said.

Chugh alleged that Mann “is
playing in the hands of disrup-

tive forces and has been trying to
spread an anti-national idiom in
the state”.

Also strongly rebutting the
Chief Minister's observation in
the House that the Centre has
been discriminating against
Punjab, Chugh said under the
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi, more
than nine lakh farmers have
been benefited in Punjab. “In
addition, a total of more than
eight lakh Ayushman Cards have
been created for the people of
Punjab, while 18 lakh hospital
admissions have taken place,
reducing the out-of-pocket
expenditure drastically in the
state,” he added.

Chugh pointed that Delhi-
Amritsar-Katra expressway is
also in progress. With its con-
struction, one can reach Amritsar
from Delhi in four hours and
Katra from Delhi in six hours, he
said, adding that this This
expressway will connect the
major religious places of the
Sikh community, the Golden
Temple, Sultanpur Lodhi
Gurdwara in Kapurthala dis-
trict, Goindwal Sahib Gurdwara,
Khadoor Sahib Gurdwara,
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib (Taran
Taran) till Mata Darbar Vaishno
Devi in Katra.
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School Education Minister

Harjot Singh Bains,
responding to an MLA’s query
during the Question Hour,
detailed the monumental
changes underway, emphasiz-
ing the goal of eliminating
schools without teachers or
with only one teacher by
March 31, 2024. “As of March
16, 2022, over 3500 schools in
Punjab lacked adequate teach-
ing staff, with some having no
teachers or just one,” informed

Bains, while declaring that
the number has drastically
reduced to approximately 600.

Highlighting specific mea-
sures, Bains informed the
House about the allocation of
Rs 323 crores for constructing
boundary walls, of which Rs
290 crores have already been
utilized. The ongoing efforts
include the completion of 1300
km of boundary walls in 7654
schools, construction of 10,000
new rooms, and the ambitious

plan to install Wi-Fi systems in
all schools by March 31, 2024.

Addressing concerns
raised by Akali MLA Dr
Sukhwinder Kumar Sukhi,
Bains assured assistance to
students in government
schools and those receiving
government aid. Responding
to Dr Sukhi's query about
teacher shortages, Bains reit-
erated the goal to ensure that
no school in Punjab is without
a teacher by March 2024.
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Chandigarh: Punjab Finance, Planning, Excise and
Taxation Minister Harpal Singh Cheema on Wednesday
announced in the Vidhan Sabha that the State Government has
reserved 58 posts for the Scheduled Castes for the first time,
in the advertisement issued for the appointment of Law Officers,
and 178 posts are for general category.

Responding to a Call Attention Notice moved by
Nawanshahr MLA on behalf of the Chief Minister, who also
holds the portfolio of Home Affairs and Justice, Cheema said
that these posts were created some time ago but faced a writ
petition in the Punjab and Haryana High Court due to some
technical reasons; and now, the advertisement has been issued
again on November 23, 2023, for the appointment of all posts
out of which 58, including 12 Additional Advocate-General,
5 Senior Deputy AG, 16 Deputy AG, 23 Assistant AG, and 2
Advocate on Record are reserved for Schedule Caste (SC) can-
didates.

“Congress and SAD-BJP alliance ruled the state several
times but despite the fact that state has more than 34 percent
population belonging to the SC categories, no government made
reservations for lawyers belonging to SC category while appoint-
ing law officers,” he said, adding that today is a historic day for
the Dalit community of Punjab.
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We, Gulshan Kumar S/O 

Raja Ram and Neeraj Rani W/O 

Gulshan Kumar R/O 1575, Kaith 

Majri, Ambala City declares that 

our son Rajat is out of our control. 

So We disown him from our 

movable and immovable 

properties. Anybody deals with 

him at their own risk.  

I, Vinod Kumar S/o Late Sh. 

Hukam Chand R/o House No. 

970 P, Sector 26, Panchkula 

declare that my son Abhishek 

Chandelia is out of my control. I, 

disown him from my movable 

immovable properties. Anybody 

dealing with them at their own risk 

I, Tajinder Kaur W/o 

Sh.Amrit Pal Singh R/o 40, New 

Darshani Bagh, Near Shivalik 

Garden Manimajra Chandigarh 

declare that my Son Jaspreet 

Singh is out of my control I disown 

them from my 

moveable/immoveable property, If 

any body deals with them will do 

so on his/her own risk and 

responsibility. 

I Kishore Lal S/o Bahadur 

Chand, House No 348, Gali No 2, 

Moti Nagar Ward No 16, Karnal 

Haryana inform that my son 

Keshav Batra, Daughter-in-law 

Preeti Batra ,their family out of my 

control. I disown them from my 

moveable/ immovable properties. 

Anybody deal with them at their 

own Risk. 

I, Nirmal Kaur W/o Late Ajit 

Singh R/o House no. 438, Sector 

45-A, Chandigarh declare that my 

son Jaswinder Singh, his wife 

Sukhwinder Kaur are out of my 

control. I disown both of them 

from my moveable immoveable 

properties. Anybody deals with 

them at their own risk. 

I, Robanpreet Kaur D/o 

Kuldeep Singh R/o Village 

Swargapuri Chabhal Kalan, Tehsil 

& Distt. Tarn Taran declare that 

my father was known by two 

names Kuldeep Singh and Kuldip 

Singh. Kuldeep Singh and Kuldip 

Singh is one and the same 

person. 

I, Pooja W/o Sunny R/o 

H.No- 2752/2 Deha Colony 

Ambala City inform that my Son 

Mohit  is  out of my control.  So I 

disown him from my moveable, 

immovable properties. If anybody 

deals with him at their own risk. 

I, Meera W/o Sh. Mool 

Chand Verma R/o H.No. 446/19, 

Near Drown School, New Jeewan 

Nagar, Sonipat has disowned my 

son Vikram & his wife Preeti 

Yadav from my all movable-

immovable property as they are 

out of my control. In future, if 

anybody deals with them, he/she 

will do at their own risk. 

I, Sukhdeep Singh S/o 

Ratan Singh R/o Village Yara, 

Tehsil Thanesar, District 

Kurukshetra, have breaks all 

relations with my wife Lajwanti 

Kaur, as she is out of my control. 

Anybody dealing with them at 

their own risk. 

I No.18001873m, Hav 

Maninder Pal Singh S/O 

Balvinder Singh, Unit 64 Aslt Engr 

Regt Declare That In My Army 

Record My Wife Name Is Wrongly 

Recorded As Malkit Kaur. 

Whereas Her Correct Name Is 

Malkeet Kaur. Please Correct 

Accordingly 

I No-1483205-P, Rank- Hav 

(Acp Nb/Sub), Satpal. Residence 

Of - Vill- Duekli, Po- Manak Pur, 

Tehsil- Nangal, District-Rupnagar, 

State- Punjab-140125, Declare 

That In My Army Records My 

Daughter Name And Dob Is 

Wrongly Recorded As Pooja 

Kumari And Date Of Birth 04-08-

1999. Her Correct Name Is Pooja 

Devi And Date Of Birth Is 08-08-

1999 

I, Savitri Wd/O No. 3156075-

F Late Sepoy Balwan R/O Vill. & 

P.O. Karor, Teh. Sampla Distt. 

Rohtak (Haryana) Declare That 

My Name Sawatri Devi And My 

Dob 01.07.1951 Are Wrongly 

Mentioned In My Husband Army 

Record. But My Correct & Actual 

Name Is Savitri And My Correct 

Dob Is 01.01.1945. Vide Affidavit 

Dated 28.11.2023 Before Notary 

Public Rohtak. 

I Radha Singh S/O Hira 

Singh R/O Laxmi Dharam Kanta, 

Kaithal Road, Jind Declare That 

My Son Sonu Is Out Of My 

Control. I Disown Him From My 

All Moveable/Immoveable 

Properties. Any Body Dealing 

With Him At Their Own Risk. 

It is for general information 

that I Nicky Sharma D/o Sh. 

Rohtash Sharma W/o Sh. Amit 

R/o Hno. 996 Mehla pana, 

Farmana(2-R), Sonipat, Haryana-

131408 declare that name of 

mine has been wrongly written as 

Nickey Sharma in my 12th class 

certificate.The actual name of 

mine is Nicky Sharma, which may 

be amended accordingly. 

I Seeta Devi D/o Jai Ram 

Village Balala P.O Gardhiwala Teh 

Dasuya Distt Hoshiarpur (Pb), 

Declare that I have change of my 

name from Seeta Devi to Satveer 

Kaur It may please related in all 

my documents.  

I, Lakshmi J Mother of 

Dileep Chakravarthi Javvadhi R/o 

#F4S, Unicity Homes, Zirakpur 

have changed my name from 

Lakshmi J to Javvadi 

Venkatalakshmi and my date of 

birth is 23.10.1962 vide Affidavit 

Dated 29-11-2023 before Notary, 

Distt. Court  Chandigarh. 

I, Kameswara Rao J Father 

of Dileep Chakravarthi Javvadhi 

R/o #F4S, Unicity Homes, 

Zirakpur have changed my name 

from Kameswara Rao J to 

Javvadi Kameswararao and my 

date of birth is 28.08.1954 vide 

Affidavit Dated 29-11-2023 

before Notary, Distt. Court  

Chandigarh. 

I, Harish Kumar Mittal S/o 

Sh. Satish Kumar R/o #111, 

Sector 47-A, Chandigarh have 

changed the name of my Minor 

Son name from Vansil Mittal to 

Dakshit Mittal. 

I, Krishna Prasad Akula 

Father of Siva Rama Krishna 

Akula R/o #2757/2, Sector 47-C, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Krishna Prasad Akula 

to Akula Krishna Prasad vide 

Affidavit Dated 27-11-2023 

before Notary, Distt. Court 

Chandigarh.  

I, Nookaratnam Akula 

Father of Siva Rama Krishna 

Akula R/o #2757/2, Sector 47-C, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Nookaratnam Akula 

to Akula Nookaratnam vide 

Affidavit Dated 27-11-2023 

before Notary, Distt. Court  

Chandigarh. 

I, Kundan Singh Virk S/o 

Anokh Singh R/o #1060, Sector-

2, Panchkula (Haryana) have 

changed my name from K.S. Virk 

to Kundan Singh Virk. 

I, Ashu Talwar W/o 

Dr.Vikram Talwar R/o #86, 

Sector-4, Panchkula (Haryana). 

The name Ahsu Talwar be 

changed to Ashu Talwar. My 

Correct name is Ashu Talwar. 

I Akshay S/o Maharaj 

krishan Bhat   R/o House No- 

492, First Floor, Sector – 20A 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Akshay bhatt.  

I Pooja Bhatt D/o Puran 

Pandita R/o House No- 492, First 

Floor, Sector – 20A Chandigarh 

have changed my name to Pooja 

Pandita.  

I  Janak Raj S/o Shambhoo 

R/o House No- 1652, Sector -15 

Panchkula Haryana have 

changed my name to Janak Raj 

Gupta. 

I, Rajiv Singh Bibayan S/o 

Mani Ram R/o H. No. 75, V.P.O. 

Nayana, Tehsil and Distt. Hisar 

(Hry), have changed my name 

from Rajiv to Rajiv Singh Bibayan 

for future purposes. 

I Annu Kanwar Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of No 

15619786w Rank Nk Name 

Jitender Singh Shekhawat 

Presently Residing Village Post 

Newari Tehsil Udaipurwati Dist 

Jhunjhunu Raj. Have Change My 

Name And Date Of Birth Anu 

Rathore 20 March 1989 To Annu 

Kanwar 12 June 1987 My Name 

And Date Of Birth Is My Husband 

Army Record Mention Is Only 

Anu Rathore 20 March 1989 By 

Mistake. That My Actul Real And 

Correct.  Vide Affidavit Number 

BM  666414 

I, Priya Chadha W/o 

Mandeep R/o 124- Krishna 

Nagar, Near Chandpur, Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my name 

from Priya Chadha to Priya. 

I, Parminder Paul Singh 

Bhatia S/O Jiwan Singh #94. 

Sector 27a Chandigarh Have 

Changed My Name To Parminder 

Pal Singh. 

I, Dimple W/o Sh. Munish 

Chadha.  R/o Flat No. 93-A Metro 

Town Society, Peer Muchalla 

Zirakpur Pb.  have changed my 

to Dimple Chadha. 

I, Meena w/o Kewal Krishan 

#649, Mohalla Dehra Sahib, 

Sector 13, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Meena 

Kumari. 

I, Parveen Kumar Sharma 

S/O Dharam Paul Sharma # 141, 

Sector 44-A, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Parveen 

Kumar. 

I, Archana Sharma W/o 

Santosh  Istwal # 818, Sector 47-

A, Chandigarh have Changed my 

name to Archana Istwal. 

I, Santosh Istwal S/o O.P. 

Sharma # 818, Sector 47-A, 

Chandigarh have Changed my 

minor daughter name from 

Shivangi Sharma to Shivangi 

Istwal. 

I, Santosh Istwal S/o O.P. 

Sharma # 818, Sector 47-A, 

Chandigarh have Changed my 

minor son name from Akshit 

Kumar Sharma to Akshit Kumar 

Istwal. 

I, Santosh Kumar Sharma 

S/o O.P. Sharma # 818, Sector 

47-A, Chandigarh have Changed 

my name to Santosh Istwal. 

I, Sanjeev Kumar S/o Sh. 

Sham Lal R/o H.No. 111-B, 

Street No. 3, MITC Colony, Sirsa 

District Sirsa (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Sanjeev 

Kumar to Sanjeev Luthra , in 

future my name is to be called as 

Sanjeev Luthra. 

I, Prerna W/o Sh. Harsh 

Ganeriwala R/o Gali No. 3, 

Kanda Colony, Near Tara Baba 

Kutia, Rania Road, Sirsa 

(Haryana). That I have changed 

my name from Prerna to Prerna 

Ganeriwala, in future my name is 

to be called as Prerna 

Ganeriwala. 

I, Chirangi Lal  S/o Late Sh. 

Ram Dhan R/o 578 Top Floor 

Sector-8B Chandigarh have 

changed my name Chirangi Lal  

to Chiranji Lal for intents and 

purposes. 

I, Chanderbhan Nain, s/o 

late Dayal Singh, r/o Bhagat 

Singh Colony Tehsil. Narwana 

Distt Jind declare that in my 

documents and my army service 

records, my name and my wife's 

name and her date of birth are 

recorded differently whereas my 

correct name is Chanderbhan 

Nain and my wife's name is 

Sakuntla and her date of birth is 

29-01-1958. 

I Jyoti Rani W/o Pankaj 

Dembla R/o H.No. 1268, Sector-

12, Sonipat have changed my 

name to Jyoti Dembla for all 

future purposes. 

I, Amit S/o Sh. Balraj R/o 

H.No. 213/15, Masad Moholla, 

Sonipat have changed my name 

to Amit Ahlawat for all future 

purposes. 

I, Mukesh S/o Sh. Girdhari 

Lal Madaan R/o House no. 204-

L,Model town near ram lal chowk, 

Panipat 132103, Haryana declare 

that have changed my name from 

Mukesh to Mukesh Madaan for all 

future purposes. 

I Shampy Chawla W/o Sh. 

Roopanshu Pruthi R/o H. No. 

1032, Sector 12, Near Mother 

Teressa, HUDA, Panipat, have 

changed my name to Shampy 

Pruthi for all future purposes. 

I, Manjeet w/o Bijender 

Singh R/o house no.1837, 

Karnain Pana village Siwah tehsil 

and district Panipat, Haryana 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Manjit to Manjeet for 

all future purposes. 

I, Sarwan Singh S/o 

Bhagwan Singh R/o Village Muse 

Ahli Teh. & Disst. Fatehabad  

declare that in my voter card, 

pancard & aadhar card my name 

is  Sarwan Singh. But in my 

passport my name is Sarwan 

Singh Sandhu. Both names are 

mine & I known with both names. 

I, Santosh Kumari  W/o 

Dilbagh Singh VPO Bithmara 

Teh.Uklana District Hisar 

Haryana declares that I have 

changed my name from Santosh 

to Santosh Kumari. 

I Pankaj Kashyap S/o Late 

Ashok Kumar R/o 93,Saha Near 

Coca Cola Factory, Industrial 

Area, Ambala. have changed my 

Daughter Name from Vrinda To 

Vrinda kashyap. 

I Pankaj Kashyap S/o Late 

Ashok Kumar R/o 93,Saha Near 

Coca Cola Factory, Industrial 

Area, Ambala. have changed my 

Daughter Name from Vanisha To 

Vanisha kashyap. 

I Mansi Issar, W/o Gautam 

Issar, H.No. 2001/2, Sector-45, 

Near Dispensary, Burail, 

Chandigarh have Changed my 

name to Mansi Aeri for all Future 

Purposes. 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Rajwinder Kaur Daughter Of 

Darshan Singh Wife Of Jatinder 

Pal Singh Residing At Vpo 

Sohian Khurd, District Amritsar-

143501 Punjab Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Rajinder Kaur. 

I, Surjit Singh Puji S/O 

Mohinder Singh R/O H.No.220, 

Green Avenue Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Surjit 

Singh Puji To Surjit Singh 

I, Paramjeet Kaur Alias 

Bhupinder Kaur W/O Surjit Singh 

R/O H.No.220, Green Avenue 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Paramjeet Kaur Alias 

Bhupinder Kaur To Paramjeet 

Kaur 

I, Amritpal Singh S/O 

Gulzar Singh R/O Vpo Musse 

Kalan District Tarn Taran Have 

Declare That Singh Is My 

Surname And Amritpal Is My 

Given Name 

I, Harpal Singh Chandi S/O 

Paramjit Singh R/O H.No.257, B-

Block Ranjit Avenue Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Harpal Singh Chandi To Harpal 

Singh 

I, Apandeep Kaur Chndi 

W/O Harpal Singh R/O H.No.257, 

B-Block Ranjit Avenue Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Apandeep Kaur Chandi To 

Apandeep Kaur 

I Major Singh Aujla Son Of 

Jarnail Singh R/O Vpo. Dehriwala 

Tehsil Baba Bakala Distt. 

Amritsar Punjab. Have Changed 

My Name To Major Singh. 

I, Kuldeep Kaur W/O 

Harpreet Singh  R/O  Vill Nathwal  

Po Balpurian Teh Batala Distt 

Gurdaspur.I Have Changed My 

Name From Kuldip Kaur To  

Kuldeep Kaur 

I, Lakhwinder Singh  S/O 

Bakhsish  Singh R/O Vill Kot 

Budha,Po Dehriwal,Gurdaspur. 

Have Changed My Name From 

Singh Is My Surname And Given 

Name Is Lakhwinder 

I Harvinder Bhatti S/O 

Mohinder Singh R/O Hno. 2,Gali 

No.1,New Kapoor Nagar, 

Sultanwind Road,Near Bijlighar, 

Amritsar. I Have Changed My 

Name From Harwinder Bhatti To 

Harvinder Bhatti 

I, Parvinder Singh S/O 

Surjit Singh R/O H.No.2643/20, 

Gali No.14, Nawan Kot Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Parvinder Singh To Parwinder 

Singh 

I, Parmjit Singh S/O Dalbir 

Singh R/O Village Tera Kalan 

District Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name From Parmjit Singh To 

Paramjit Singh 

I, Parmjit Singh S/O Dalbir 

Singh R/O Village Tera Kalan 

District Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name From Parmjit Singh To 

Paramjit Singh. 

In My Husband 2803795x 

Nk/Cc Rakesh Singh Solanki, 21 

Kumaon Services Documents 

My Name Wrongly Written As 

Sadhana Solanki, Which Needs 

To Be Corrected As Sadhna 

Solanki. Sadhna Solanki 

Resident Of Jasalpur, 

Hoshangabad, Madhya 

Pradesh. 

I, Singara Singh S/O Surta 

Singh R/O Vpo Khatrai Kalan 

Tehsil Ajnala District Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Singara Singh To Shingara 

Singh. 

I, Aman Kumar S/o Tilak 

Raj R/o H.No. 134/8, Katra 

Karam Singh, Near Sahara 

Nursing Home, Amritsar, Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Aman Kumar to Aman Kumar 

Pushkarna. 

I, Lakhwinder Singh S/o 

Sewa Singh R/o H.No. 230, 

Diamond Avenue, Amritsar, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Lakhwinder Singh to 

Lakhwinder Singh Bal. 

I, Daljit Kaur W/o Tejinder 

Singh R/o Village Kot Dharam 

Chand Khurd, PO Kot Dharam 

Chand Kalan, Distt. TarnTaran, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Daljit Kaur to Daljeet Kaur. 

I, Tajinder Singh S/o 

Salwinder Singh R/o Village Kot 

Dharam Chand Khurd, PO Kot 

Dharam Chand Kalan, Distt. 

TarnTaran, Punjab have 

changed my name from Tajinder 

Singh to Tejinder Singh. 

I, Gopal Krishan Verma 

S/o Sh. Tilak Raj Verma R/o 

H.No. 827 New Housing Board 

Colony Karnal, Haryana 

132001, India.  have Changed 

my name from Gopal Krishan to 

Gopal Krishan Verma for all 

future purposes. 

I, Pooja Verma W/o Sh. 

Gopal Krishan Verma R/o H.No. 

827 New Housing Board Colony 

Karnal, Haryana 132001, India.  

have Changed my name from 

Pooja to Pooja Verma for all 

future purposes. 

I, Tarsem Singh Thind S/o 

Swaran Singh R/o Ward No 15 

Employes Colony Ratia,  

Fatehabad, Haryana, have 

changed my name from Tarsem 

Singh to Tarsem Singh Thind. 

I, Enna Kaur Arora W/O 

Bhavneet Singh R/O H.No.575, 

Model Town, Panipat(Hr) 

Declare That I Have Changed 

My Name Enna Arora To Enna 

Kaur Arora For All Purpose. 

I, Parul W/O Lovekesh 

Narang R/O H.No.16, Parkash 

Nagar, Tehsil Town, Ward No.3, 

Panipat(Hr) Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name Parul 

Chhokra To Parul For All 

Purpose. 

I, Mayapati W/O Sh. Ishwar 

Singh, R/O House No.116, Latif 

Garden, Assandh Road, 

Opposite Kishore Garden, 

Model Town, Panipat, Declare 

That I Have Changed My Name 

From Maya Devi To Mayapati. In 

Future, I Should Be Known And 

Known As Mayapati For All 

Purposes. 

I Amarjeet S/o Sh. Ram 

Sawroop VPO Jundla, Distt. 

Karnal declare that Amarjeet 

and Amar Jeet both names are 

mine one and same person. 

I, Ashish Aswal s/o 

Virender Singh R/o # JT/1, 

Canal Colony, Kaithal, Haryana 

have changed my Minor son 

name from Advik to Aadvik 

Aswal. 

I, Sunju w/o Vijaypal r/o 

#366K, Bahri (65), Tehsil 

Assandh, Distt. Karnal have 

changed my name from Sunju 

w/o Vijaypal to Sanju Devi w/o 

Vijaypal Rana. 

I, 15682682K Rank HAV 

Name Basavaraj Patil R/o Vill. 

Gontmar, PO Harugoppa, Teh. 

Saundatti, Distt. Belagavi, 

Karnataka-591102 have 

changed the name of my son in 

army record from Aditya to 

Aditya Basavaraj Patil vide 

affidavit dated 28-11-2023 

before Session Court, Hisar. 

I, No. 14937437X Rank 

HAV Name Dhanpal Singh 

Chouhan R/o VPO Binjana, Teh. 

& Distt. Dewas, M.P.-455001 

have changed the name of my 

son in my army record from 

Yuvraj Singh to Yuvraj Singh 

Chouhan vide affidavit dated 29-

11-2023 before Session Court, 

Hisar. 

I, Prajakta Daughter of JC-

766749W Rank SUB Name 

Mhatugade Sanjaykumar Rau 

R/o VPO Savarde B.K., Teh. 

Kagal, Distt. Kolhapur, 

Maharashtra-416219 have 

changed my name in my father 

army record from Prajakta to 

Mhatugade Prajakta Sanjay vide 

affidavit dated 29-11-2023 

before Session Court, Hisar. 

I, Geetanjali Pattnaik Wife 

of No. 15498785H Rank DFR 

Name Shishir Kumar Santosh 

Roy R/o Church Line, Vill. 

Kanheiput, Teh. & Distt. Korapur, 

Odisha-764020 have changed 

my name in my husband army 

record from Geetanjali Pattnaik 

to Geetanjali Patnaik vide 

affidavit dated 29-11-2023 

before Session Court, Hisar. 
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The campaign for the
last phase of the elec-
tion to the Telangana

assembly has come to an
end with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “Mega
Road Show” at Hyderabad
on Monday evening. It is
once again silence in the
state. But this is a temporary
silence and a prelude to the
much bigger cacophony that
is all set to unfold in days to
come. Poll pundits describe
the election to the five State
assemblies as the semi-final.
While elegance and aristoc-
racy were the catchwords of
speeches made inside and
outside the parliament, of
late the quality of the lan-
guage used by our lawmak-
ers has degenerated to a
level lower than the Bharani
Pattu sung by a section of
pilgrims at the Devi Temple
in Kerala’s Kodungallur. For
those who are not familiar
with the Bharani Pattu rit-
ual, Bharani is one of the 27
stars used by astrologers
for scientific calculations
while Pattu means
song/hymn. The self-styled
Dravidians pay their obei-
sance to Bhagawathy
(Devi/Goddess, the presid-
ing deity of Kodungalloor)

by singing obscene hymns
on Bharani day in the
Malayalam month of
Chingam. It is a tradition
whereby the farmers of yore
days complain to the
Goddess about their hard-
ships in the typical
Dravidian style.
The elections that were held
after India became an inde-
pendent country stand out
for its methodical and sys-
tematic campaign. The
enthusiasm and fervour
seen in the people from
metropolises to villages ele-
vated the democratic
process into a festival- a fes-
tival of democracy. 
The campaign speeches
delivered by the leaders
were a learning process as
they were packed with
information, wisdom and
knowledge. There are no
records of leaders like
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,

Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal
Bahadur Sastri,  Balraj
Madhok, Shyama Prasad
Mookerjee and Morarji
Desai crossing the
Lakshman Rekha and ver-
bally assaulting their rivals.
The political discourse took
a nasty turn with Indira
Gandhi attacking the
Opposition parties alleging
them of trying to finish her
off in their bid to capture
power. All her speeches
were centred around this
one-point agenda and were
seen by political pundits as
an attempt to divert the
attention of the electorate
from real issues. She belit-
tled the corruption charges
against her party colleagues
and ministers by stating
that “corruption was a glob-
al phenomenon”. 
The stand-off between the
then Congress Chief Sonia
Gandhi and the then
Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi made it to
the global news headlines.
Sonia Gandhi began
addressing Modi as ‘Maut
Ka Saudagar’ (the wholesale
merchant of death), Fascist,
Dictator and whatnot! Modi
retorted by calling her
Antonio Maino (her Italian

name) and ‘Congress
widow’ to which the
Congress and the
Communists cried foul. The
name-calling continued
unabated as Rahul Gandhi
opened a new battle front in
the run-up to the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls. ‘Chaukidar
Chor Hai’ was the new war
cry of the Congress scion.
Though Modi kept silent for
a while, he was forced to
retaliate which was not
music to the ears of
Congress leaders.
This is one of the main rea-
sons for having a One
Nation, One Poll system.
With the One Nation, One
Poll system, we need to
bear with this abnormal sit-
uation only once every five
years and not every alter-
nate month. 
The silent campaign has its
virtues and elegance.
Election Campaigns should
not upset the rhythm of
one’s daily life. The dignity
and harmony of democracy
could be sustained by a
silent campaign and not by
discordant notes. 
(The writer is a special cor-

respondent with the
Pioneer, views 
are personal)
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step out in groups of three–four, if neces-
sary. This advisory also stands for daytime,
as all these murders happened between 11
a.m. and 5 p.m. with women working in
the field or at deserted places. The mur-
der of a woman in the same pattern was
reported from a village under adjoining
Sheeshgarh police station limits on Sunday.
Urmila, 55, wife of one Ved Prakash of
Jagdishpur village in Sheeshgarh, had gone
out to collect fodder for cattle around noon
and did not return home. The woman's
body was later found lying near the field
of one Dori Lal, around 500 metres from
the village.
Earlier last year, three women aged
between 60 and 64 years were killed in
December in Barabanki district. With this,
women are living under the fear of getting
targeted and are not going out.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai 
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Sir—The iconic Australian cricket stadi-
um, ‘The Gabba’ in Brisbane, is said to be
demolished and rebuilt for the 2032
Olympics. Renowned for hosting one of

the fastest tracks in world cricket, the
Gabba became a household name in
India and across the world after India
breached what was Australia’s fortress until
2021.  For good measure, Gabba, the bas-
tion of the Australian cricket team, is bor-
dered by ‘Vulture Street,’ which cricket afi-
cionados will famously know as one of the
two ends of the ground. 
Gabba may not stir emotions and enthuse
romantics like the storied Australian
cricket grounds of Melbourne, Sydney, and
Adelaide, but its very mention would strike
fear in the minds of visiting teams. For the
Indian fans, starting the day by listening
to former Australian great Bill Lawry’s
cheerful voice early in the morning was
music to the ears when he would start
with, “very good morning to all our view-
ers wherever you are.” Again, when action
gets tense on the field, one will find Lawry
saying, “It is all happening here at the
Gabba.”

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir—Dubbing it a "wholly misconceived
PIL," a Division Bench of the Gujarat High
Court on Tuesday rejected a public inter-
est litigation (PIL) that had sought a ban
on the use of loudspeakers in mosques
during azaan. It's a good decision that
came from HC. India is a democratic
country where people follow different reli-
gions; that's called "unity in diversity."
Different kinds of flowers beautify a bou-
quet of flowers; in the same way, having
various religions prettifies India. 
All citizens should live together, loving and
supporting each other. With everyone's
support, our country will develop; other-
wise, our country will be scattered, soci-
ety will be destroyed, and evils and dev-
ils will flourish. United we stand, divided
we fall.

Tauqueer Rahmani | Mumbai 

���
��	�������	�����	�����	��	��
Sir—As per the report, the murders of
eight women in the past few months, in
a similar pattern, have created panic
among people and anxiety for police in the
BJP-ruled state of Uttar Pradesh. All the
victims were aged between 35 and 60 years
and were strangled to death with a saree
or chunari, said officials. Seven of these
murders were reported from different vil-
lages within Shahi police station limits. The
most recent one was reported from
Sheeshgarh police station on November
26.
Bareilly ADG PC Meena, along with IG
(Range) Rakesh Singh, visited the crime
spot and directed officials to work out the
cases at the earliest. He asked them to do
the crime mapping of incidents and
analyse the crime pattern to nab the
assailants."It is still not clear whether these
murders are interconnected or not. I am
also not sure whether it is the work of one
person or different people. But residents
suspect the involvement of a psychopath
in the region," said ASP (crime) Mukesh
Pratap Singh. ASP Mukesh Pratap Singh
issued an advisory to villagers to not allow
women to go out of their homes alone and
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ly initiated rescue operations
with approximately 200 disas-
ter relief personnel employing
drilling equipment and exca-
vators. Simultaneously, oxygen,
electricity, and food were pro-
vided to the trapped labourers
through air-compressed pipes.
Other than NDRF, the other
agencies included SDRF, BRO,
NHIDCL, and ITBP, who col-
laborated in the rescue efforts. 
In the Odisha train disaster, the
NDRF played a crucial role in
rescue operations. During the
Sudan crisis, India launched
'Operation Kaveri'  facilitating
the safe evacuation of 3,000
stranded Indians. Foreign
Minister S. Jaishankar engaged
with Saudi Arabia and the
UAE, while the Indian Air
Force and Navy conducted
flights and sorties, evacuating
nearly 3,900 Indians. 
After the release of the 41
trapped workers, in a message,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said that their "courage
and patience" was inspiring. In
a post on ‘X’, he wrote, “I want
to say to the friends who were
trapped in the tunnel that
your courage and patience is
inspiring for everyone. I wish
you all well and good health.
It is a matter of great satisfac-
tion that, after a long wait, our
friends will now meet their
loved ones.”  
Coming back to the profound
words of Swami Vivekananda,
as mentioned at the beginning,
it emphasises the harmony
between the march of science

and the spiritual essence of
humanity. The idea that "the
future belongs to spirituality
over science, to metaphysics
over physics" suggests a bal-
ance between the material
and the spiritual dimensions of
human existence. 
In the context of the success-
ful rescue mission in the
Silkyara tunnel and other
instances mentioned, this bal-
ance is evident in the coordi-
nated efforts and compassion-
ate approach adopted by var-
ious entities involved. 
The challenging rescue oper-
ation in the Silkyara tunnel
serves as a practical manifes-
tation of this balance. One
could say that the use of man-
ual drilling techniques, led by
skilled rat-hole mining experts,
symbolises the human touch,
perseverance, and skill beyond
mechanised technology. The
collaboration of different enti-
ties, from local rat-mining
labourers to international
drilling experts, reflects a holis-
tic approach.
Arnold Dix, bowing down,
serves as a poignant reminder
of the humility required in the
face of the unknown.
Tunnelling through the Earth,
Dix, a master of physical engi-
neering, found himself com-
pelled to bow before a force
greater than himself — a force
that perhaps transcended the
limits of his scientific under-
standing. This gesture encap-
sulates the essence of surren-
dering to the supreme,

acknowledging that there are
realms beyond the grasp of
human intellect.
Amidst the grandeur of our
discoveries, there exists a
yearning for meaning and
purpose that science alone
cannot satiate. 
This is where spirituality steps
in, offering solace to the
searching soul and providing
a framework for understand-
ing the metaphysical aspects of
our existence.
However, the act of surrender-
ing to the supreme does not
imply abandoning reason or
forsaking scientific inquiry.
Instead, it encourages a har-
monious coexistence where
the intellect bows to the infi-
nite wisdom that transcends
empirical understanding.
Moreover, surrendering to the
supreme allows us to navigate
the uncertainties of life with
grace and resilience.
In moments of adversity, the
recognition of a higher power
provides a source of strength
and comfort, where one
understands a sense of pur-
pose.  
The integration of spirituality
and science may find a deep-
er understanding of our exis-
tence and our place in this
grand arena of the cosmos,
where our greed and wants
need to be self-checked and
demand self-restraint. 

(The writer is a programme
executive, Gandhi Smriti and

Darshan Samiti, 
views are personal)
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The march of science,
the heart of man must
beat in unison with the
heart of God. The
future belongs to spir-

ituality over science, to meta-
physics over physics. These pro-
found words of Swami
Vivekananda gripped my atten-
tion after a friend of mine shared
it on my WhatsApp with a pho-
tograph of tunnelling expert
Arnold Dix bowing down before
God (read Almighty) outside the
Silkyara tunnel.
The successful completion of the
rescue mission to extricate 41
workers trapped inside the
Silkyara tunnel on Uttarakhand's
Char Dham route was achieved
on Tuesday evening of November
28, 2023. Rat-hole mining experts
employed manual drilling tech-
niques to navigate through the
final 10-12-meter stretch of debris
from the collapsed section of the
under-construction tunnel. It was
on the morning of Diwali,
November 12, that a landslide
occurred at approximately 5:30
AM, causing a section of the
Silkyara-Dandalgaon tunnel
under construction on the
Brahmakal-Yamunotri highway
at Uttarkashi to collapse. 
The tunnel, a critical part of the
Char Dham all-weather road
project led to the trapping of 41
workers inside the tunnel, specif-
ically at the Silkyara Bend –
Barkot tunnel, situated about 200
meters from its entrance, which
triggered a challenging rescue
operation, as the entire nation
joined in unison praying for the
safe exit of the trapped workers.
Action by officials and district
administration began immediate-
ly and meticulously to bring out
the trapped workers unhurt.
Twelve skilled rat-hole mining
experts played a crucial role in
this intricate operation. 
The successful rescue operation
in the Silkyara tunnel – after the
17-day ordeal of life and death –
involved a collaborative effort
from various entities, including
the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) at the national
level, state rescue agencies, inter-
national drilling experts, and
even local rat-mining labourers
— whose crucial contribution had
often been overlooked by many.
The district administration swift-
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In India's diverse land-
scapes, every village con-
tributes a distinctive

thread to the larger narrative
of our country. Nestled
approximately 6 km from
the Poonch district in the
Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir, Mangnad
stands out as a border village
that is slowly etching its
identity in the realms of agri-
culture and animal hus-
bandry.
Over the years, Mangnad
has earned a reputation for its
unique approach to animal
husbandry. It's a village
where livestock is not just a
part of the scenery; it's a way
of life. Yet, it's not a place
where dependence solely
rests on animal husbandry.
Even government employees
here take a keen interest in

both animal husbandry and
agriculture. Consequently,
Mangnad not only meets the
local demand but also sup-
plies milk and vegetables to
the broader Poonch region.
Every morning, vehicles
laden with litres of milk
make their way to the city,
with city-dwellers acknowl-
edging the village as a vital
source for their daily dairy
needs. This tradition has
been sustained for years, but
in the last 8-10 years,
Mangnad has also emerged
as a significant player in veg-
etable production, adding
another layer to its unique
identity.
Today, the village engages in
diverse occupations, from
private businesses to govern-
ment employment, but one
common thread binds them

all—cultivating vegetables.
Observing the burgeoning
interest in agriculture, the
local agriculture department
has stepped in to support the
villagers. 
This collective effort has
equipped the village with
essential resources, including

small tractors, quality seeds,
agricultural camps, and water
tanks, transforming
Mangnad into a beacon of
self-sufficiency. Considering
the hilly terrain of Jammu
and Kashmir, this transfor-
mation is a testament to the
resilience and determination

of its people.
Mangnad is not merely a
supplier of milk and vegeta-
bles; it's a testament to how
a community can carve its
niche, even in challenging
landscapes. The villagers
have not only embraced agri-
culture but have also diver-
sified into vegetable produc-
tion, a feat worth celebrating.
54-year-old Murti Devi, a
resident of the village, shares
that their approach to veg-
etable cultivation has
evolved. Initially, they plant-
ed a single type of vegetable
for six months and then
another for the next six
months. However, with expe-
rience, they have stream-
lined their efforts, categoris-
ing vegetables into four dis-
tinct seasons. 
They now synchronise their

planting with the weather,
ensuring a continuous supply
of diverse vegetables
throughout the year.
Sushil Kumar, 40, asserts
that apart from vegetable
production, they have no
other business. With some
patches of land, they ven-
tured into vegetable farming,
selling produce worth lakhs
every season. This entrepre-
neurial spirit extends to sev-
eral farmers in the village,
illustrating how Mangnad
has become an agricultural
powerhouse.
Harish Kumar, 29, emphasis-
es the enduring interest in
animal husbandry among
the villagers. While some
are dedicated to daily milk
supplies to the city, others
have expanded their focus to
vegetable cultivation. The

villagers are not just cultivat-
ing vegetables; they are
champions of organic farm-
ing, ensuring not only flavor-
ful produce but also con-
tributing to the nutritional
well-being of consumers.
This border village's success
story is not just about agri-
culture; it's about communi-
ty resilience, innovation, and
a collaborative effort with the
agriculture department. The
department's support,
including providing spe-
cialised sheets for transform-
ing cow dung into fertilizer,
has not only improved lives
but has also bestowed a dis-
tinctive identity upon
Mangnad.
(The writer is Charkha’s vol-
unteer trainer from Poonch,

J&K. Views are personal.
Charkha Features)
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approach to G20, making it a
People’s Presidency that befits that
world’s largest democracy.
Through "Jan Bhagidari" (peo-
ple's participation) events, G20
reached 1.4 billion citizens, involv-
ing all states and Union Territories
(UTs) as partners. And on substan-
tive elements, India ensured that
international attention was direct-
ed to broader developmental aims,
aligning with G20's mandate.
At the critical midpoint of the 2030
Agenda, India delivered the G20
2023 Action Plan to Accelerate
Progress on the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), tak-
ing a cross-cutting, action-ori-
ented approach to interconnected
issues, including health, education,
gender equality and environmen-
tal sustainability.
A key area driving this progress is
robust Digital Public Infrastructure
(DPI). Here, India was decisive in
its recommendations, having wit-
nessed the revolutionary impact of
digital innovations like Aadhaar,
UPI, and Digilocker first-hand.
Through G20, we successfully
completed the Digital Public
Infrastructure Repository, a signif-
icant stride in global technologi-
cal collaboration. This repository,
featuring over 50 DPIs from 16
countries, will help the Global
South build, adopt, and scale DPI
to unlock the power of inclusive
growth.
For our One Earth, we intro-
duced ambitious and inclusive
aims to create urgent, lasting, and
equitable change. The Declaration’s
‘Green Development Pact' address-
es the challenges of choosing
between combating hunger and

protecting the planet, by outlining
a comprehensive roadmap where
employment and ecosystems are
complimentary, consumption is
climate conscious, and production
is planet-friendly. In tandem, the
G20 Declaration calls for an ambi-
tious tripling of global renewable
energy capacity by 2030. Coupled
with the establishment of the
Global Biofuels Alliance and a con-
certed push for Green Hydrogen,
the G20’s ambitions to build a
cleaner, greener world is undeni-
able. This has always been India’s
ethos, and through Lifestyles for
Sustainable Development (LiFE),
the world can benefit from our
age-old sustainable traditions.
Further, the Declaration under-
scores our commitment to climate
justice and equity, urging substan-
tial financial and technological
support from the Global North.
For the first time, there was a
recognition of the quantum jump
needed in the magnitude of devel-
opment financing, moving from
billions to trillions of dollars. G20
acknowledged that developing
countries require $5.9 trillion to
fulfil their Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) by 2030.
Given the monumental resources
required, G20 emphasised the
importance of better, larger, and
more effective Multilateral
Development Banks.
Concurrently, India is taking a
leading role in UN reforms, espe-
cially in the restructuring of prin-
cipal organs like the UN Security
Council, that will ensure a more
equitable global order.
Gender equality took centre stage
in the Declaration, culminating in

the formation of a dedicated
Working Group on the
Empowerment of Women next
year. India’s Women's Reservation
Bill 2023, reserving one-third of
India’s Parliament and state legisla-
tive assembly seats for women epit-
omizes our commitment to
women-led development.
The New Delhi Declaration
embodies a renewed spirit of col-
laboration across these key prior-
ities, focusing on policy coherence,
reliable trade, and ambitious cli-
mate action. It is a matter of pride
that during our Presidency, G20
achieved 87 outcomes and 118
adopted documents, a marked
rise from the past.
During our G20 Presidency, India
led deliberations on geopolitical
issues and their impact on eco-
nomic growth and development.
Terrorism and the senseless killing
of civilians is unacceptable, and we
must address it with a policy of
zero-tolerance. We must embody
humanitarianism over hostility
and reiterate that this is not an era
of war. I am delighted that during
our Presidency India achieved the
extraordinary: it revitalised mul-
tilateralism, amplified the voice of
the Global South, championed
development, and fought for the
empowerment of women, every-
where.
As we hand over the G20
Presidency to Brazil, we do so with
the conviction that our collective
steps for people, planet, peace, and
prosperity, will resonate for years
to come.
(This is an exclusive writeup by

the Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi)

As we undertook the responsi-
bility of G20 Presidency last
year, the global landscape
grappled with multifaceted
challenges: recovery from the

Covid-19 pandemic, looming climate
threats, financial instability, and debt
distress in developing nations, all amid
declining multilateralism. In the midst of
conflicts and competition, development
cooperation suffered, impeding progress.
Assuming the G20 Chair, India sought to
offer the world an alternative to status quo,
a shift from a GDP-centric to human-cen-
tric progress. India aimed to remind the
world of what unites us, rather than what
divides us. Finally, the global conversation
had to evolve - the interests of the few had
to give way to the aspirations of the many.
This required a fundamental reform of
multilateralism as we knew it.
Inclusive, ambitious, action-oriented, and
decisive—these four words defined our
approach as G20 president, and the New
Delhi Leaders' Declaration (NDLD),
unanimously adopted by all G20 mem-
bers, is testimony to our commitment to
deliver on these principles.
Inclusivity has been at the heart of our
presidency. The inclusion of the African
Union (AU) as a permanent member of
the G20 integrated 55 African nations into
the forum, expanding it to encompass 80%
of the global population. This proactive
stance has fostered a more comprehensive
dialogue on global challenges and oppor-
tunities.
The first-of-its-kind 'Voice of the Global
South Summit,' convened by India in two
editions, heralded a new dawn of multi-
lateralism. India mainstreamed the Global
South's concerns in international dis-
course and has ushered in an era where
developing countries take their rightful
place in shaping the global narrative.
Inclusivity also infused India’s domestic
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International mediators
worked on Wednesday to

extend the truce in Gaza, hop-
ing the territory’s Hamas rulers
will keep freeing hostages in
return for the release of
Palestinian prisoners and fur-
ther respite from Israel’s air and
ground offensive. It will other-
wise expire within a day. Israel
has welcomed the release of
dozens of hostages in recent
days and says it will maintain
the truce if Hamas keeps free-
ing captives. But its other major
goal — the annihilation of the
armed group that has ruled
Gaza for 16 years — could be
slipping out of reach.

Weeks of heavy aerial bom-
bardment and a ground inva-
sion have demolished vast
swathes of northern Gaza and
killed thousands of
Palestinians. But it seems to
have had little effect on Hamas’
rule, evidenced by its ability to
conduct complex negotiations,
enforce the cease-fire among
other armed groups, and
orchestrate the smooth release
of hostages.

Hamas’ leader in Gaza,
Yehya Sinwar, and other com-
manders have likely relocated
to the south, along with hun-
dreds of thousands of dis-
placed Palestinians who have
packed into overflowing shel-
ters.

An Israeli ground inva-
sion of the south could even-
tually ferret out Hamas’ leaders
and demolish the rest of its mil-
itant infrastructure, including
kilometres of tunnels, but at a
cost in Palestinian lives and
destruction that the United
States, Israel’s main ally, seems
unwilling to bear.

The Biden administration
has told Israel that if it resumes
the offensive it must operate

with far greater precision, espe-
cially in the south. That
approach is unlikely to bring
Hamas to its knees any time
soon, and international pres-
sure for a lasting cease-fire is
already mounting.

“How far both sides will be
prepared to go in trading
hostages and prisoners for the
pause is about to be tested, but
the pressures and incentives for
both to stick with it are at the
moment stronger than the
incentives to go back to war,”
Martin Indyk, a former US
ambassador to Israel, wrote
on X.
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CIA director William

Burns and David Barnea, who
heads Israel’s Mossad spy
agency, were in Qatar on
Tuesday to discuss extending
the cease-fire and releasing
more hostages. Qatar has
played a key role in mediating
with Hamas, hosted the talks,
which also included Egyptian
mediators.

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken was set to visit
the region this week, and was
also expected to push for a
longer truce.

A joint statement from
foreign ministers of the G7
group of wealthy democracies,
which includes close allies of
Israel, called for the “further
extension of the pause” and for
“protecting civilians and com-
pliance with international law.”

The war began with
Hamas’ October 7 attack into
southern Israel, in which it
killed over 1,200 people, most-
ly civilians. The militants
dragged some 240 people back
into Gaza, including babies,
children, women, soldiers,
older adults and Thai farm
labourers. Israel responded
with a devastating air campaign

across Gaza and a ground inva-
sion in the north. More than
13,300 Palestinians have been
killed, roughly two-thirds of
them women and minors,
according to the Health
Ministry in Hamas-ruled Gaza,
which does not differentiate
between civilians and com-
batants.

Israel says 77 of its soldiers
have been killed in the ground
offensive, and it claims to have
killed thousands of militants,
without providing evidence.

The plight of the captives,
and the lingering shock from
the October 7 attack, has gal-
vanised Israeli support for the
war. But Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu is also
under intense pressure to bring
the hostages home, and could

find it difficult to resume the
offensive if there’s a prospect for
more releases.

Hamas is still believed to
be holding around 150 hostages
— enough to extend the cease-
fire for another two weeks
under the current arrange-
ment of releasing 10 each day.
But it is expected to drive a
harder bargain for the release
of Israeli soldiers, likely
demanding the release of
Palestinian prisoners convict-
ed of deadly attacks.
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In the latest swap, nine
women and a teenager, as well
as two Thai nationals, were
freed on Tuesday and returned
to Israel. The 17-year-old girl

could be seen walking along-
side Hamas militants to a wait-
ing Red Cross Jeep with her
small, white-haired dog named
Bella. Soon after, Israel released
30 Palestinian prisoners.

After being extended by
one day, the truce is due to end
after one more exchange on
Wednesday night.

A total of 60 Israelis have
been freed as part of the truce,
most of whom appear physical-
ly well but shaken. Another
21 hostages — 19 Thais, one
Filipino and one Russian-Israeli
— have been released in sepa-
rate negotiations since the truce
began. Before the truce, Hamas
released four hostages, and the
Israeli army rescued one. Two
other hostages were found
dead in Gaza.  The latest swap

brought to 180 the number of
Palestinian women and
teenagers freed from Israeli
prisons.

Most have been teenagers
accused of throwing stones
and firebombs during con-
frontations with Israeli forces.

Several were women con-
victed by Israeli military courts
of attempting deadly attacks.
Palestinians have celebrated
the release of people they see as
having resisted Israel’s decades-
long military occupation of
lands they want for a future
state.
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The cease-fire has brought

calm to Gaza and increased
deliveries of humanitarian aid,
allowing people to stock up on
food, water and fuel after weeks
of severe shortages. Some have
been able to sift through the
rubble of their homes and
bury relatives, but Israel has
barred people from returning
to the north.

On Tuesday, Israel and
Hamas blamed each other for
a brief exchange of fire in
northern Gaza, but it did not
appear to endanger the truce.
Palestinian militants have halt-
ed rocket fire into Israel, as has
Lebanon’s Hezbollah, which
had repeatedly traded fire with
Israeli forces along the north-
ern border since the start of the
war. Israel’s bombardment and
ground offensive have dis-
placed more than 1.8 million
people inside Gaza, nearly 80
per cent of the territory’s pop-
ulation, and most have sought
refuge in the south, according
to the UN.  The cease-fire has
allowed increased aid delivered
by 160 to 200 trucks a day into
Gaza, but that is less than half
what Gaza was importing
before the fighting, even as
needs have soared.
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Brussels: US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken says the Biden
administration would like to
see a new extension of the cease-
fire agreement in Israel’s war with
Hamas after the current one
expires to secure the release of
additional hostages held by the
militant group and to ramp up
humanitarian aid deliveries to
Gaza.

As he prepared to make his
third visit to the Middle East
since the war began with Hamas’
Oct. 7 attacks in Israel, Blinken
said Wednesday that in addition
to discussing short-term logisti-
cal and operational planning, the
Biden administration believes it
is imperative to discuss ideas
about the future governance of
Gaza if Israel achieves its stated
goal of eradicating Hamas.

Israel and Arab nations have
resisted such discussions about
future governance, with Israeli
officials concentrating on the war
and Arab leaders insisting the
immediate priority must be end-
ing the fighting that has killed
thousands of Palestinian civil-
ians.

The extension of the current
deal expires later Wednesday.

“Looking at the next couple
of days, we’ll be focused on doing
what we can to extend the pause
so we can continue to get more
hostages out and more human-
itarian assistance in,” Blinken told
reporters in Brussels, where he
was attending a NATO foreign
ministers meeting. “And we’ll
discuss with Israel how it can
achieve its objective of ensuring
that the terrorist attacks of Oct.
7 never happen again, while sus-
taining and increasing human-

itarian assistance and minimiz-
ing further suffering of
Palestinian civilians.”

He added before leaving
Brussels for Israel and the West
Bank: “Everyone’s focused on the
day of, on what’s happening in
Gaza right now, but we also need
to be focused at the same time
— and we are in conversations
with many other countries — on
what I call the day after’ and the
day after the day after’: I mean,
what happens in Gaza once the
campaign is over?”

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu  has made clear that
Israeli forces will eventually
restart military operations after
the conclusion of the current,
temporary cease-fire that has
allowed for an exchange of
hostages taken by Hamas for
Palestinian prisoners held by
Israel.

US President Joe Biden has
said he would like to see the
pause continue for as long as fea-
sible. Biden and Blinken have
also stressed the importance of
planning for post-conflict Gaza
as well as the need to resume
negotiations for the eventual
creation of an independent
Palestinian state. Netanyahu is
opposed to a Palestinian state
and has said he is the only Israeli
leader who can prevent one
from being formed.

“We believe that that is the
only path to enduring peace, to
enduring security, to the preser-
vation of Israel as a strong
secure, democratic Jewish state
and Palestinians having their
legitimate aspirations for a state
and self determination,” Blinken
said. AP
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Acrew member who was
recovered from the ocean

after a US military Osprey air-
craft carrying six people
crashed on Wednesday off
southern Japan has been pro-
nounced dead, coast guard offi-
cials said. The cause of the crash
and the status of the five others
on board were not immediate-
ly known, coast guard
spokesperson Kazuo Ogawa
said. Initial reports said the air-
craft was carrying eight people,
but the US military later revised
the number to six, he said.  The
coast guard received an emer-
gency call from a fishing boat
near the crash site off
Yakushima, an island south of

Kagoshima on the southern
main island of Kyushu, he said.

Coast guard aircraft and
patrol boats found one person,
who was later pronounced dead
at a nearby hospital, and gray-
colored debris believed to be
from the aircraft, Ogawa said.
The victim was only identified
as a male. They were found
about 1 kilometer (0.6 mile) off
the eastern coast of Yakushima.
An empty inflatable life raft was
also found in the area.

The Osprey is a hybrid air-
craft that takes off and lands like
a helicopter, but during flight
can rotate its propellers forward
and cruise much faster like an
airplane. 

Versions of the aircraft are
flown by the US Marine Corps,

Navy and Air Force.
Chief Cabinet Secretary

Hirokazu Matsuno said the
Osprey disappeared from radar
at midafternoon, a few minutes
before the coast guard received
the emergency call. 

The aircraft requested an
emergency landing at the
Yakushima airport about five
minutes before it was lost from
radar, NHK public television
and other media reported.

NHK quoted a Yakushima
resident as saying he saw the
aircraft turned upside down,
with fire coming from one of its
engines, and then an explosion
before it fell to the sea.

Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida said he planned to
seek a further explanation from

the US military, but declined to
say whether he would seek a
temporary suspension of
Osprey operations in Japan. 

Ospreys have had a number
of accidents in the past, includ-
ing in Japan, where they are
deployed at both US and
Japanese military bases. 

In Okinawa, where about
half of the 50,000 American
troops in Japan are based, Gov.
Denny Tamaki told reporters
Wednesday that he will ask the
US military to suspend all
Osprey flights in Japan. 

Ogawa said the aircraft had
departed from the US Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni in
Yamaguchi prefecture and
crashed on its way to Kadena
Air Base on Okinawa.
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The Emirati president-desig-
nate for the upcoming

United Nations COP28 climate
talks forcefully denied
Wednesday a report alleging his
nation planned to use the sum-
mit to strike oil and gas deals, a
day before the summit was due
to begin.Sultan al-Jaber, who
also leads the massive state-run
Abu Dhabi National Oil Co.,
called the allegations from a BBC
report “an attempt to undermine
the work of the COP28 presiden-
cy” before the talks begin
Thursday. The report cited what
it described as “leaked briefing
documents” the broadcaster said
showed the Emirates planned to
discuss fossil fuel deals with 15
nations. “These allegations are
false, not true, incorrect and not

accurate,” al-Jaber told a small
group of journalists gathered for
a news conference that also was
aired live. “I promise you never
ever did I see these talking
points that they refer to or that
I ever even used such talking
points in my discussions.”

He added: “So please for
once, respect who we are, respect
what we have achieved over the
years and respect the fact that we
have been clear open and clean
and honest and transparent on
how we want to conduct this
COP process.”

The BBC did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment. Adnan Amin, the
conference’s chief executive and
a top lieutenant of al-Jaber, said
he wasn’t concerned about the
possible fallout of the report and
said he believed Emirati officials

were determined to make
progress toward limiting cli-
mate change.

“I think they’re focused on
delivering a transformational
COP. ... They’re focused on cre-
ating a platform for everybody
to have the ability to discuss
ambitious climate action,” Amin,
a veteran U.N. official and long-
time proponent of renewable
energy, told The Associated
Press after hosting a pre-confer-
ence meeting with delegation
chiefs. Immediately after al-
Jaber’s remarks, a faked news
release sent to The Associated
Press described al-Jaber as hav-
ing agreed to resign as CEO of
ADNOC. COP28 organizers
with the UAE delegation later
confirmed it was false and al-
Jaber would continue in his
role.
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Pope Francis presided at his
weekly audience with the

public at the Vatican, but he
said that he’s still unwell and
asked an aide to read his
remarks for him on
Wednesday, a day after can-
celling an overseas trip.
Francis, who will turn 87 on
December 17 and had part of
one lung removed as a young
man, coughed near the end of
the hourlong audience in a
Vatican auditorium as he made
some final comments, then
stood up from his chair on the
stage to give his blessing. With
a soft voice, barely above a
whisper, Francis told the pub-
lic that “since I am not well,” his
reading of his speech wouldn’t
sound “pretty.” He then hand-

ed the printed speech to the
aide.

But Francis did speak at the
end of the audience, voicing his
contentment over the truce in
fighting between Israel and
Hamas, and saying he hopes it
continues “so that all the
hostages are released and access
necessary to permit humanitar-
ian aid” to reach Gaza is pro-
vided. “They lack bread, water,

the people are suffering,’
Francis said. On Tuesday, the
Vatican announced that doc-
tors had asked the pope, who
has a lung inflammation caus-
ing breathing problems, to skip
a three-day trip to a UN climate
conference, known as COP28,
in Dubai. 

The trip would have begun
on Friday and have seen the
pontiff return to Rome on
Sunday. The Holy See’s
announcement of the cancelled
trip also said that his medical
condition had improved, but
noted that the pope had the flu
and “inflammation of the res-
piratory airways.”

The pontiff, who has made
caring for the environment a
priority of his papacy, wants in
some way to participate in the
discussions in the United Arab

Emirates, according to the
Holy See. It was unclear if
Francis might read his address
to the climate conference by
videoconference or take part in
some other form.

The Vatican said the pope
had acquiesced to the doctors’
request “with great regret.”

Toward the end of
Wednesday’s audience, circus
performers came on stage to
entertain the pope with an
acrobatic act. Francis looked
amused as he watched the per-
formers, including acrobats
and a juggler. 

He posed with the group for
a photo. “I want to say thanks
for this moment of joy,’ Francis
said, adding that the circus
expresses the human dimension
of “simple joy,” and asking the
audience to applaud.
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Donald Trump has embraced
the rioters who attacked

the US Capitol on January 6,
2021 as patriots, vowed to par-
don a large portion of them if he
wins a second term and even col-
laborated on a song with a
group of jailed defendants.

In his election interference
case in Washington, his lawyers
are taking a different tack.
Despite losing a bid to strike
from the indictment references
to that day’s violence, defence
attorneys have made clear their
strategy involves distancing the
former president from the horde
of rioters, whom they describe as
“independent actors at the
Capitol.”  At the same time, spe-
cial counsel Jack Smith’s team has

signalled it will make the case
that Trump is responsible for the
chaos that unfolded, and point
to Trump’s continued support of
the January 6 defendants to help
establish his criminal intent.
The competing arguments high-
light the extent to which the riot
serves as an inescapable back-
drop in a landmark trial set to
begin on March 4 in a court-
house just blocks away from the
Capitol. It also reflects a point of
separation between Trump and
his legal team in the case accus-
ing the front-runner for the
Republican presidential nomina-
tion of conspiring to overturn his
2020 election loss. While Trump’s
glorification of January 6 defen-
dants may boost him politically
as he vies to retake the White
House in 2024, his lawyers’

approach lays bare a concern that
arguments linking him to the
rioters could harm him in front
of a jury. Though Trump is not
charged with inciting the riot,
any success he hopes to have at
trial may turn in part on his
defence team’s ability to neu-
tralise, or at least minimise, the
ghoulish images of the violence
that prosecutors cite as a natur-
al extension of the former pres-
ident’s repeated lies about a
stolen election. 

Much may depend as well
on the evidence permitted by US
District Judge Tanya Chutkan.
Trump’s lawyers have signalled
they will try to block prosecutors
from presenting at trial evi-
dence related to the actions of the
rioters, who sent lawmakers
running into hiding.
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The first commercial airlin-
er to cross the Atlantic on

a purely high-fat, low-emis-
sions fuel flew on Tuesday
from London to New York in
a step toward achieving what
supporters called “jet zero.”

The Virgin Atlantic Boeing
787 flight was powered without
using fossil fuels, relying on so-
called sustainable aviation fuel
made up largely of tallow and
other waste fats.“The world will
always assume something can’t
be done, until you do it,” said
Virgin founder Richard
Branson, who was aboard the
flight with others including
corporate and government offi-
cials, engineers and journalists.
The UK Transport
Department, which provided 1

million pounds (USD 1.27 mil-
lion) to plan and operate the
flight, called the test a “huge
step towards jet zero” to make
air travel more environmental-
ly friendly, though large hurdles
remain in making the fuel
widely available.

While governments have

long talked about decarboniz-
ing air travel, the transition has
been moving at the pace of a
dirigible.

Sustainable aviation fuel,
which reduces greenhouse gas
emissions by about 70 per
cent, is the best near-term way
for the international aviation

industry to achieve its net zero
target by 2050, the US Energy
Department said, though it
called the goal aspirational.

The US Government
Accountability Office said that
while domestic production of
the fuel had jumped from
about 2 million gallons in 2016
to 15.8 million gallons in 2022,
it accounted for less than 0.1
per cent of the jet fuel used by
major US airlines. It was also a
drop in the bucket compared to
the goal of producing 1 billion
gallons a year set in 2018 by the
Federal Aviation
Administration. The White
House, meanwhile, set a goal
two years ago to produce 3 bil-
lion gallons of sustainable avi-
ation fuel per year by 2030 and
100 per cent  of domestic com-
mercial jet fuel by 2050.
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In a move that will benefit a
significantly large number of

Indian technology professionals,
the US is set to begin a pilot pro-
gramme for domestic renewal of
certain categories of H-1B visas
in December.

The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows US
companies to employ foreign
workers in speciality occupa-
tions that require theoretical or
technical expertise.

Technology companies
depend on it to hire tens of thou-
sands of employees each year
from countries like India and

China. The pilot programme
which will be limited to 20,000
participants initially comes
months after the White House
announced the plan during the
state visit of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in June.

In an interview with PTI,
Julie Stufft, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for Visa
Services, said, “In India, the
demand (for US visas) is still
very high. The wait time of six,
eight and 12 months is not
what we need and (it is) not
indicative of how we view
India.”“We want to make sure
that Indian travellers can get
appointments as quickly as pos-
sible. One way we are doing that

is through the domestic visa
renewal programme, which is
focused very much on India. We
are piloting that,” she said.

Over a period of three
months, beginning in
December, the State Department
will be issuing 20,000 visas to
foreign nationals who are
already inside the country.“We
will do 20,000 in the first group.
The vast majority of those will
be Indian nationals living in the
US and we will expand as it goes
on.

“Because Indians are the
largest skilled group of workers
in the United States, we hope
that India will benefit quite a bit
from this programme and it will

prevent people from having to
travel back to India or anywhere
for a visa appointment to get
their visa renewed. It will allow
our missions in India to concen-
trate on new applicants,” Stufft
said.While the State Department
has been working on launching
such a programme on a pilot
basis for quite some time now,
it was formally announced dur-
ing Modi’s visit. 

The plan, which was men-
tioned in the joint statement and
announced by Modi during his
address to the Indian diaspora
at the Ronald Reagan Centre,
has been cheered and welcomed
by the Indian community in the
US.
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Kathmandu (PTI): Five
months after the Supreme
Court legalised it, Nepal on
Wednesday formally registered
the first case of same-sex mar-
riage, making it the first South
Asian country to do so.

Trans-woman Maya
Gurung, 35 and Surendra
Pandey, 27, a gay, got legally
married and their marriage
was registered at Dordi Rural
Municipality of Lamjung dis-
trict in Western Nepal, accord-
ing to Sanjib Gurung (Pinky),
president of Blue Diamond
Society, an organization work-
ing for the rights and welfare of
the sexual minorities in Nepal.

Way back in 2007, Nepal’s
Supreme Court had allowed
same-sex marriage. Even the
Constitution of Nepal, adopt-
ed in 2015, explicitly states that
there can be no discrimination
on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion.

On June 27, 2023, the
Supreme Court issued an inter-
im order to legalise same-sex
marriage in Nepal in a writ
petition filed by multiple peo-
ple, including Gurung. But
despite the historic order to
temporarily register same-sex
marriage, Kathmandu District
Court four months ago reject-
ed the move citing a lack of
necessary laws.

Surendra Pandey and
Maya’s marriage application
was rejected at that time.

“It’s a great pleasure to
learn about this, it is a great
achievement for us, the third
gender community of Nepal,”
Pinky told PTI. “This is the
first case not only in Nepal but
also in the whole of South
Asia, and we welcome the deci-
sion.”
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Jailed former prime minister
Imran Khan will not contest

the organisational polls of his
party and has instead nominat-
ed his close aide Gohar Khan
for the post of Pakis-tan
Tehreek-e-Insaf chairman to
lead the party in the upcoming
general elections, a top leader
said on Wednesday.

Barrister Ali Zafar said
that Chairman Imran Khan
would not be contesting intra-
party polls scheduled for
December 2 due to his legal
problems, hence Barrister
Gohar Khan had been nomi-
nated for the slot of the party
chairmanship in a temporary
arrangement. Imran Khan had
been convicted in the
Toshakhana case.

His statement comes a day
after confusion erupted with-
in Imran Khan’s party after it
dismissed a statement by one
of its own senior leaders, who
claimed that the jailed leader
would not contest for the
chairman’s post in the upcom-
ing intra-party polls.

“Imran Khan was, is and
will continue to be the chair-
man of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf... I will carry out my
responsibility ti l l  Khan
returns,” said Gohar Khan, a
member of PTI chairman’s
legal team.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) is set to conduct intra-
party elections within the 20-
day time frame set by the elec-
tion commission to retain the
‘bat’ as its electoral symbol,
ahead of general elections
scheduled to be held on
February 8.The party was
asked by the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
last week to hold polls within
20 days or it would be deprived
of its election symbol of crick-
et bat. Zafar said that the party
discussed the issue of election
with Imran Khan who said that
he did not want to give the
ECP any “excuse” for not giv-

ing the party the bat symbol in
the upcoming general elec-
tions.

“The public is with us. We
will win the elections when
they happen. I want to take
part in the general election.
Intra-party polls hold no
meaning for me. I want the
Toshkahana case to be decid-
ed as soon as possible. When
it is decided, I will contest
intra-party polls as chairman,”
Zafar quoted Imran Khan as
saying. The ex-premier also
directed the party to hold
intra-party polls while making
it clear that he would not con-
test intra-party polls until the
Toshakhana case was decided.

“With his (Gohar Khan)
nomination, you will realise
that this is not a minus-one
formula, that this is not a
coup. He is Imran Khan sahib’s
own nominee and is appropri-
ate for the temporary arrange-
ment we are doing,” Zafar
said. He also said that the new
chairman would be a “caretak-
er chairman” and work on a
temporary basis until Khan
was re-elected as head of the
party after his acquittal. He fur-
ther said that PTI and Imran
Khan were synonymous.

“PTI is Imran Khan and
Imran Khan is PTI. PTI is
nothing without Imran Khan.
It doesn’t matter if you’re the
chairman on paper. The leader,
and the continuous leader, is
Imran Khan sahib,” he added.

Khan has been in jail since
Aug 5 when he was arrested

after a conviction in the
Toshakhana case. He was also
disqualified by the ECP in the
same case for failing to disclose
the proceeds from the sale of
gifts he got from the state
repository.

The party’s Core
Committee on Monday gave
formal approval to hold the
intra-party polls within the
time frame of 20 days given by
the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP). If the party
does not follow the orders, it
will lose its bat symbol.

Khan, being a former icon-
ic international cricketer, is
considered synonymous with
the (cricket) bat.

This will be a huge devel-
opment for the party as the
country moves towards gener-
al elections, set to take place in
February.

Meanwhile, Sessions court
judge Muhammad Mureed
Abbas on Wednesday rejected
Imran Khan’s request for
acquittal in the intimidation of
a female judge case.

The former prime minis-
ter was booked under terror-
ism charges in August 2022 at
Margalla police station in the
federal capital for his remarks
at a rally in F9 Park where he
warned Additional District
and Sessions Judge Zeba
Chaudhry and police high-ups
of dire consequences for their
“biased” attitude towards his
party. However, after person-
ally visiting Judge Zeba at an
Islamabad lower court to apol-
ogise last year, Imran Khan had
submitted an affidavit to the
Islamabad High Court, assur-
ing that he would not repeat
actions that would hurt the
dignity of the judiciary.

The IHC, after disagree-
ments between Justice Babar
Sattar and Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani, quashed the
terrorism charges against him
and the case was transferred
from an anti-terrorism court to
a sessions court in December
2022. 
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Pakistan’s former prime min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif said on

Wednesday that the unprece-
dented violence, including the
attacks on key military instal-
lations, following ex-premier
Imran Khan’s arrest in May was
an attempt to topple Army
Chief Gen Asim Munir. The
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz [PML-N] party
President made the remarks
while addressing reporters after
his appearance in the account-
ability court here in a corrup-
tion case.

Taking an indirect dig at
the 71-year-old Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party
chief Khan, who is in jail in the
cipher case, for trying to top-
ple the incumbent army chief
through a planned conspiracy
on May 9, Sharif said the facil-
itators of the unprecedented
attacks are the “state enemies”.

“On May 9, an attempt was
made to topple the army chief.
No one...be it (a) democracy or

dictatorship tolerates treason.
Thereby, the action is being
taken against the May 9 cul-
prits,” Sharif, 72, said.

Sharif further said no con-
cession should be given to the
facilitators of May 9 as they
were “state enemies”.

Thousands of PTI sup-
porters stormed military and
government installations across
the country following Khan’s
arrest in an alleged corruption
case in early May this year.
Subsequently, police arrested
over 10,000 party leaders and
workers, who have been lan-
guishing in jail since then.

The military also took

action against more than a
dozen high-ranking officers
for being part of the conspira-
cy to oust Gen Munir.

“Three officers, including
a lieutenan-general, have been
removed from their jobs. Strict
disciplinary proceedings
against officers, including three
major generals and seven
brigadiers, have been complet-
ed in connection with the May
9 incidents,” the military had
said earlier. The PML-N party
has declared Khan the master-
mind of the attacks on military
installations and demanded
that the “PTI leadership
involved in this crime should
not be allowed to contest
upcoming general elections on
February 8, 2024.”

General elections in cash-
strapped Pakistan general elec-
tions are scheduled to be held
on February 8. The military
establishment has already
carved out two parties —
Istehkham-i-Pakistan Party
(IPP) and PTI-Parliamentarian
— from the PTI. It is also not
allowing Khan’s party to partic-

ipate in any political activity. In
a fresh round of action against
the PTI party, police in Punjab
alone arrested over 500 of its
workers in connection with
attacks on state buildings.

The PTI Core Committee
has strongly condemned the
state’s coercive tactics and
reprisal actions against the
party workers and leaders that
continued even after the
announcement of the poll date.

“The nation will not accept
rigged polls held in such an
uneven electoral field and with
state interference,” it said.  Khan
is currently detained at the
high-security Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi in the cipher case
in which he is accused of mak-
ing public the content of a
diplomatic cable from
Pakistan’s embassy in
Washington in March, 2022.
The former-cricketer-turned-
politician was ousted through
a vote of no-confidence in
April 2022. More than 150
cases have been registered
against him since his ouster
from power. 
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Chinese President Xi Jinping
on Wednesday inspected

key commercial establishments
in Shanghai, home to some of
the biggest foreign firms, as he
attempted to shore up business
confidence in China amid dwin-
dling inflow of foreign invest-
ment and the movement of
supply chains out of the coun-
try. This is his first visit to
Shanghai since the city was hit
hard by COVID-19 leading to
the harsh two-month-long lock-
down in 2022 during which its
25 million population was con-
fined to their dwellings under
Xi’s ‘zero COVID’ policy. He vis-
ited the gleaming eastern
Chinese city last in 2021.       Xi,
70, in the last two days, inspect-
ed the Shanghai Futures
Exchange, an exhibition on
Shanghai’s sci-tech innovations,
and a government-subsidised

rental housing community,
learning about the city’s efforts
in strengthening its competitive-
ness as an international financial
centre, state-run Xinhua news
agency reported. His visit was
aimed at building the city into
an international sci-tech inno-
vation centre, and constructing
government-subsidised rental
housing projects, it said.

Shanghai is the home for top
foreign firms like Tesla, General
Motors, Walt Disney and the 10-
year-old Shanghai Free-Trade
Zone (FTZ), a testing ground for
China’s economic reforms.

Since, 2021, the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy has been
hit hard by recurring and pro-
longed lockdowns of various
cities which exacerbated China’s
economic woes, denting the
business confidence including its
once-booming property sector.
Xi’s first visit came close on his
successful visit to the US this

month where he had a “strate-
gic and historic” summit with
US President Joe Biden during
which the two leaders agreed to
tone down their harsh policies
and rhetoric against each other.

While their summit sparked
speculation of a subtle shift in
US-China power dynamics, Xi
in his address to the APEC CEO
summit in San Francisco
pledged to tear down foreign
investment barriers and
promised to invite foreign cap-
ital with “heart-warming” mea-
sures.

“We will strive to tear down
the barriers to the flow of inno-
vation factors, deepen reform of
the digital economy, and pro-
mote free and orderly flow of
data in compliance with the law,”
he said in his speech aimed at
raising sagging business confi-
dence in China leading to shift-
ing of supply chains.

Ahead of his inspections in

Shanghai, Xi ordered greater
protection for international
firms’ rights and intellectual
property in a bid to address con-
cerns of foreign companies over
crackdowns and raids on multi-
nationals and favourable treat-
ment for domestic competitors.

On Tuesday official media
quoted him telling a high-pow-
ered political bureau of the rul-
ing Communist Party of China
that id China must ensure “com-
prehensive, open and transpar-
ent” legal treatment of foreign
entities.

The country’s legal system
should “strengthen protection of
intellectual property rights”, he
said, as well as “safeguard the
legitimate rights and interests of
foreign enterprises”. China must
“create a market-oriented, legal
and international first-class busi-
ness environment”, Xi said.

“It is important to raise the
awareness of legal compliance,

including guiding Chinese citi-
zens and enterprises to abide by
local laws and regulations and
customs when going abroad,
and that they should apply laws
and rules to safeguard their
legitimate rights and interests”
official media quoted Xi as say-
ing.

Observers say China’s cur-
rent economic woes were large-
ly attributed to Xi’s emphasis
more on security issues denting
business confidence.

“In the past five years, how-
ever, security concerns have
taken top priority,” Post colum-
nist Wang Xiangwei said.

Last year, in his keynote
speech at the 20th Communist
Party national congress, Xi
spoke of pursuing development
as the government’s central task
but devoted far more time to
national security and social sta-
bility, Wang wrote in his column
in the Post on Monday.

Islamabad (PTI): In a major
relief to Nawaz Sharif ahead of
elections, a top Pakistani court
on Wednesday acquitted the
former prime minister in the
Avenfield corruption case
while his acquittal in anoth-
er case was maintained after
an appeal by the anti-graft
body challenging it was with-
drawn.

A two-member Islamabad
High Court bench comprising
Chief Justice Aamer Farooq
and Justice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb announced the
verdict after hearing the
appeal filed by Sharif against
his  conviction in the
Avenfield corruption case in
which he was sentenced to 10
years in jail in 2018.

In the same year, the 73-
year-old Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
supremo was acquitted by a
trial court in the Flagship cor-
ruption case but the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB),
the anti-corruption watchdog,
had challenged his acquittal in
the IHC.
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Myanmar and China are
conducting naval drills

together as the military govern-
ment in the Southeast Asian
nation loses ground in its north-
east border region to a coalition
of militias that also has strong ties
to Beijing.  State-run Myanma
Alinn newspaper said
Wednesday that three Chinese
vessels were anchored in Yangon,
Myanmar’s largest city, and that
officials from both nations met
Tuesday to discuss the mar-
itime security exercises. 

The Chinese vessels – the
destroyer Zibo, frigate Jing Zhou
and supply ship Qian Dao Hu –
carry about 700 sailors and
arrived at the Myanmar port
Monday. The report didn’t give
more details on the drills.
Myanmar’s military seized power

from an elected government in
2021 and since has been in
armed conflict with pro-democ-
racy forces and ethnic militias. 

The visit of the Chinese
vessels comes during an upsurge
in violence on Myanmar’s bor-
der with China by the Three
Brotherhood Alliance, a group of
militias that launched a coordi-
nated offensive against the rul-
ing military on Oct. 27.

China is Myanmar’s biggest
trading partner and maintains
good relations with the ruling
generals. The groups in the
alliance also have good relations
with China and have vowed to
protect foreign investments such
as Chinese-backed projects in
territory they control. The
alliance has claimed widespread
victories including four border
crossings in the northern part of
Shan state, and the military gov-

ernment acknowledged soon
after fighting began that it had
lost three towns.

The alliance’s offensive has
energized the nationwide armed
struggle to overthrow the mili-
tary regime that was installed
after the army seized power, and
fighting has spread to many
parts of the country.

On Wednesday, the resis-
tance forces in the northwestern
Chin state seized a small town in
Matupi township bordering
India, according to Salai Danny,
a spokesperson of the Chinland
Defense Force-Zotung militia
group. Beijing has called for a
cease-fire and has said the war-
ring parties should try and
resolve their differences through
dialogue. It has not, however,
used its influence with the mili-
tia groups to pressure them to
put an end to the fighting. 
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Dubai (AP): The ruling emir
of oil-rich Kuwait was hospi-
talised on Wednesday “due to
an emergency health problem”
but later reported to be in sta-
ble condition, renewing the
longstanding concerns over
his health since he became
ruler in 2020. The report by the
state-run KUNA news agency
did not elaborate on the prob-
lem faced by 86-year-old
Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al
Sabah. However, Sheikh Nawaf
has handed over power sever-
al times during his rule to his
deputy while facing medical
checks and other issues. Given
Sheikh Nawaf ’s age, the emer-
gency renews concerns about
his health. State-run news pre-
viously reported that he trav-
elled to the United States for
unspecified medical checks in
March 2021.

The health of Kuwait’s
leaders remains a sensitive
matter in the tiny Mideast
nation bordering Iraq and
Saudi Arabia which has seen
internal power struggles
behind palace doors.
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Acourt in Moscow has
extended the detention

of Wall Street Journal reporter
Evan Gershkovich, arrested on
espionage charges,  unti l
January 30, Russian news
agencies reported.The hearing
took place behind closed
doors on Tuesday because
authorities say details of the
criminal case against the
American journalist are clas-
sified.

Gershkovich, 32, was
detained in March while on a
reporting trip to the Russian
city of Yekaterinburg, about
2,000 kilometres (1,200 miles)
east of Moscow. Russia’s
Federal Security Service
alleged that the reporter, “act-
ing on the instructions of the
American side, collected
information constituting a
state secret about the activities
of one of the enterprises of the
Russian military-industrial
complex”.

Gershkovich and the
Journal deny the allegations,
and the US government has
declared him to be wrongful-
ly detained. Russian authori-
ties haven’t detailed any evi-
dence to support the espi-
onage charges.Gershkovich is
the first American reporter to
be charged with espionage in
Russia since 1986, when
Nicholas Daniloff, a Moscow
correspondent for US News
and World Report, was arrest-
ed by the KGB. He is being
held at Moscow’s Lefortovo
prison, notorious for its harsh
conditions.

Analysts have pointed out
that Moscow may be using
jailed Americans as bargain-
ing chips after US-Russian
tensions soared when Russia
sent troops into Ukraine. At
least two US citizens arrested
in Russia in recent years —
including WNBA star Brittney
Griner — have been
exchanged for Russians jailed
in the US.

The Russian Foreign
Ministry has said it will con-
sider a swap for Gershkovich
only after a verdict in his trial.
In Russia, espionage trials can
last for more than a year. 
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Abuja (AP): At least 40 civilians
were killed last weekend by al-
Qaida-linked rebels trying to
take control of a besieged town
in Burkina Faso’s hard-hit
northern region, the United
Nations’ rights office said, call-
ing the attack a war crime. In
one of the largest clashes in
recent years in the West African
nation under threat from fight-
ers linked to al-Qaida and the
Islamic State group, a large
number of fighters tried to take
control of Djibo near Mali’s bor-
der.

The town, located 210 kilo-
metres (130 miles) from the
capital, Ouagadougou, has been
under blockade by rebels for
more than a year, often strug-
gling to provide essential ser-
vices. The militants in the latest
attack, which happened on
Sunday, also wounded 42 peo-
ple and set fire to three camps
for internally displaced people,
U.N. Human Rights Office
spokesperson Seif Magango
said in a statement on Tuesday
that blamed the attack on JNIM,
an umbrella coalition of armed
groups aligned with al-Qaida.
“Deliberately targeting civilians

or individuals not taking direct
part in hostilities constitutes a
war crime,” the U.N. department
said, citing reports from its
workers on the ground.  The
Associated Press couldn’t reach
witnesses or survivors in the
area, which has frequent inter-
net cuts and where the military
government is known to crack
down on civil society.

State-run RTB Television
ran images — which The
Associated Press couldn’t veri-
fy — that showed large groups
of people riding motorcycles as
they appeared to flee aerial
bombardment.  “Attacks on
civilians are inexcusable and
must stop, and those responsi-
ble must be held to account fol-
lowing thorough, impartial and
independent investigations by
the authorities,” the UN state-
ment added. Around half of
Burkina Faso’s territory remains
outside of government control.
The landlocked country has
been ravaged by jihadi attacks.
Fighters have killed thousands
and displaced more than 2 mil-
lion people, further threatening
the stability of the country that
had two coups last year. 
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Wellington (AP): New
Zealand’s new prime minister
plans to ban cellphone use in
schools and repeal tobacco
controls in the ambitious
agenda he released on
Wednesday for his first 100
days in office.

Christopher Luxon out-
lined 49 actions he said his
conservative government
intended to take over the
next three months. The first
new law he planned to pass
would narrow the central
bank’s mandate to focus pure-
ly on keeping inflation in
check, he said. That would
change the Reserve Bank’s
current dual focus on low
inflation and high employ-
ment.

Many of the actions in the
100-day plan involve repeal-
ing initiatives from the previ-
ous liberal government, which
had been in office for six
years. The new efforts include
a plan to double renewable
energy production.

Luxon said many of the
measures were aimed at
improving the economy.
Many of the plans are proving
contentious, including the

one to repeal tobacco restric-
tions approved last year by the
previous government. Those
included requirements for
low nicotine levels in ciga-
rettes, fewer retailers and a
lifetime ban for youth.

Luxon’s government has
said that ending the tobacco
restrictions — which were
not due to take effect until
next year — would bring in
more tax dollars, although
Luxon said Wednesday it was-
n’t a case of trading health for
money.

“We are sticking with the
status quo,” Luxon said. “We
are going to continue to drive
smoking rates down across
New Zealand under our gov-
ernment.”

Critics say the plan is a
setback for public health and
a win for the tobacco indus-
try.

Two education initiatives
— one requiring schools to
teach an hour of reading,
writing and math each day,
and another banning cell-
phone use — reflect a senti-
ment among some voters that
schools have strayed from
their primary mission.
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Benchmark Sensex rallied
727 points and Nifty
closed above the 20,000

mark on Wednesday driven by
buying in heavyweight HDFC
Bank, Axis Bank ICICI and
TCS on expectations of more
foreign fund inflows.
In a remarkable day for Indian
equities, the combined market
valuation of all listed compa-
nies on the BSE reached the
USD 4-trillion milestone for
the first time on Wednesday.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 727.71 points or 1.10
per cent to settle at 66,901.91
with 26 of its components
ending in the green and four
in the red. The index started
the day on a positive note and
later zoomed 772.08 points or

1.16 per cent to a high of
66,946.28.
The broader Nifty climbed
206.90 points or 1.04 per cent
to reclaim the 20,000- mark
after a gap of over two months.
It ended at 20,096.60.
Among the Sensex firms, Axis
Bank rose the most by 3.92 per
cent. Mahindra & Mahindra
surged by 3.38 per cent, Wipro
by 2.32 per cent, Tata Motors
by 2.09 per cent, HDFC Bank
by 1.94 per cent and Tech
Mahindra by 1.51 per cent.

ICICI Bank, JSW Steel, Tata
Consultancy Services, Infosys,
HCL Technologies and Bharti
Airtel were also among major
gainers.
Nestle, Titan, Bajaj Finserv
and UltraTech Cement were
the laggards.
The combined market valua-
tion of all listed companies on
BSE reached the USD 4-tril-
lion milestone, mirroring an
optimistic trend in equities. It
took just 2.5 years to hit the
USD 4-trillion landmark after

the market capitalisation of
BSE listed companies touched
the USD 3-trillion mark on
May 24, 2021.
“The market saw incredible
upward momentum today,
Nifty surpassing the 20,000
mark, driven by strong listing
gains of ongoing IPOs and
dovish statements from US
Fed officials, intensifying
expectations for early rate
cuts. This was demonstrated
by the rise in mid & small caps
and drop in US bond yields

and dollar index.
“Ease in yield is attracting for-
eign funds to emerging mar-
kets,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.
In the broader market, the BSE
midcap gauge jumped 0.78 per
cent and the smallcap index
climbed 0.40 per cent.
Among the indices, bankex
jumped 1.67 per cent, auto ral-
lied 1.57 per cent, IT (1.33 per
cent), financial services (1.28
per cent), teck (1.20 per cent),

oil & gas (0.99 per cent) and
capital goods (0.89 per cent).
Consumer durables and real-
ty were the laggards.
Raising hopes of more foreign
fund inflows, market reports
stated that the US-based
Federal Retirement Thrift
Investment Board has
announced plans to transition
to a new MSCI Index which
could lead to more than USD
3 billion of inflows into Indian
equities.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong settled lower.
European markets were trad-
ing mostly with gains. The US
markets ended marginally up
on Tuesday.
Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities worth
Rs 783.82 crore on Tuesday,
according to exchange data.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.54 per cent to
USD 82.12 a barrel.
The BSE benchmark climbed
204.16 points or 0.31 per cent
to settle at 66,174.20 on
Tuesday. The Nifty gained 95
points or 0.48 per cent to
19,889.70.
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Indian economy is showing
momentum and the growth

rate in the second quarter
(July-September) is likely to be
good, Economic Affairs
Secretary Ajay Seth said on
Wednesday.
The GDP numbers for the
second quarter are scheduled
to be released on Thursday.
The economy grew at 7.8 per
cent in the first quarter (April-
June) of the current financial
year.
“India economy showed good
momentum in the second
quarter. The second quarter
numbers should be good”, Seth
told reporters on the sidelines
of a national workshop on
‘Leveraging private finance for
urban infrastructure develop-
ments -- Learnings from G20
Infrastructure Working Group’.
He further said that the fiscal
deficit target of 5.9 per cent for
the current financial year was
feasible despite additional

outgo towards food subsidy.
“We are confident of meeting
fiscal deficit target this year
despite the government raising
food subsidy for the next five
years,” Seth said.
The Budget 2023-24 proposes
to bring down the fiscal deficit
to 5.9 per cent of the GDP from
6.4 per cent in the previous
financial year.
The government proposes to
further bring down the fiscal
deficit to less than 4.5 per cent
of the GDP by 2025-26. 
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Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC
Ltd on Wednesday said it

has collected nearly Rs 800
crore through its transport and
logistics scheme during the
new fund offering (NFO) peri-
od.
The asset management com-
pany mobilised the amount
from its thematic fund --
Aditya Birla Sun Life Transport
and Logistics Fund -- during
the NFO period from October
27 to November 10. The fund
reopened for subscription on
November 21.
The open-ended equity ori-
ented thematic fund received a
huge response from 53,777
investors and has garnered a
total of Rs 798.89 crore, the
company said in a statement.
“This fund is a unique offering
that captures the growth poten-
tial of the transportation and

logistics sector, which is a key
driver of the Indian economy.
The fund aims to provide long-
term capital appreciation by
investing in companies that are
well-positioned to benefit from
the structural changes and
emerging trends in the sector,”
A Balasubramanian, Managing
Director and CEO at Aditya
Birla Sun Life AMC, said.
The company said that the
transportation and logistics
theme is vibrant and fast-grow-
ing and the theme has robust
growth drivers on both the
demand and supply side.
The transportation theme
includes sectors such as auto-
mobiles and auto ancillary, while
the logistics theme includes sec-
tors like ports, warehousing/sup-
ply chain, e-commerce and
allied sectors. These sectors
common to both themes would
be shipping, railways, infra-
structure and airlines.
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Aditya Birla group firm
UltraTech Cement Ltd on

Wednesday said it  has
acquired the cement grinding
assets of Burnpur Cement
Ltd in Jharkhand for Rs
169.79 crore.
The company has acquired

0.54 mtpa cement grinding
assets of Burnpur Cement
Ltd, located at Patratu in
Jharkhand, UltraTech Cement
said in a regulatory filing.
“The acquisition has been
carried out at a consideration
of Rs 169.79 crore in terms of
the provisions of the
Securit isat ion and

Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002
read with the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002,” it
added.
This investment marks the
company’s entry in Jharkhand,
the filing said, adding the
company’s capacity in India

now stands at 133 mtpa.
Last year state-owned Punjab
National Bank (PNB) had put
up for sale the account of loss-
making Burnpur Cement and
invited bids from Asset
Reconstruction Companies
(ARCs) to recover loans out-
standing of over Rs 50 crore.
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The government on
Wednesday issued a fresh

RFP for the appointment of
asset valuer for strategic sale-
bound IDBI Bank. 
The last date for submitting
bids by asset valuer is January
5, the Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) said
while floating the Request For
Proposal (RFP). 
The DIPAM had last week
cancelled the bid process for
the appointment of an asset
valuer for IDBI Bank on low
bidder interest. 
A fresh RFP would be invited
soon after a review of some of
the bid criteria to enable bet-
ter interest from bidders, an
official had said. 
The asset valuer has to be reg-
istered either with the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Board of India, or Sebi, or the
Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI). 
The bidder is required to have
an annual turnover of over Rs
1 crore in the previous three
fiscal years.
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The Hiranandani Group
does not have any plans

for an Initial Public Offering
in 2024, and may look at hit-
ting the capital markets in
2025, a top company official
said on Wednesday. 
Niranjan Hiranandani, the
Founder and Managing
Director of the city-based
group, said internal accruals
are sufficient to take care of
business requirements at pre-
sent and all projects being
undertaken do not require
any funding support. 
“I have no plans at present...
(there is) no need for capital
today. But let us see. I haven’t
decided anything in that
direction, but never (say) no.
Not (in) 2024, may be 2025,”
Hiranandani told PTI, reply-
ing to a specific query on the
company’s IPO plans. 
A slew of its peers from the
city, including Rustomjee and
Lodha Group (Macrotech
Developers), have listed over
the last few years. 
The group announced an
expansion into the consul-

tancy services space on
Wednesday, wherein it will
offer a slew of services,
including liasoning, design
and marketing, which spread
out over the entire lifespan of
a realty project, to clients.
Hiranandani said the idea is
to offer the services on an “à
la carte” basis, wherein the
client can choose the kind of
help the entity needs. 
The group will charge 12-20
per cent of the cost as its fees,
depending on the complexity
of work it does, he said. 
The newly launched service
christened ‘Eleva’ will work
across new developments,
brownfield expansions, slum
rehabilitation and building
redevelopment, Hiranandani
said, adding that 85 per cent of
the people working in the ver-
tical will be its existing staff,
while the rest will be junior-
level staff who will be hired. 
He exuded confidence of
breaking even in the new
business in a year. 
He said poor execution of
projects in Mumbai is a real
issue, and pointed out that
over 500 projects are stuck

due to some shortcoming or
the other. 
The group will be selective in
the project it chooses to work
with,  Hiranandani said,
adding that it will not work

with large-scale projects like
the Adani Group’s Dharavi
project and restrict itself to
smaller projects. 
He said Dharavi accounts for
only 10 per cent of the slums

in the city, while the 90 per
cent will continue to exist
even if the Adani-led projects
fructify.
It is possible to do away with
all the slum structures in the
city in 5-6 years, Hiranandani
said, adding that he is prepar-
ing a plan on the same, which
will be submitted to the PM
under the aegis of an indus-
try lobby grouping. 
Asked about his son Darshan
virtually admitting to bribing
lawmaker Mohua Moitra to ask
Parliamentary questions,
Hiranandani refused to com-
ment. 
Hiranandani said interest rate
cut and a new version of
Prime Minister’s Awas Yojana,
which does away with the Rs
45 lakh ceiling for a proper-
ty to classify as affordable, can
help prop-up sagging sales of
affordable housing. 
Hiranandani said in his career
spanning over four decades,
he has never seen a decline in
sales of low-cost housing.
However, he added that mid-
range, premium, and luxury
segments have seen impres-
sive growth in the recent past. 
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India and South Korea in the
Asia Pacific region are

expected to witness height-
ened investment activities
across various real estate asset
classes as global investors look
to tap the growth potential in
these two key markets, accord-
ing to Colliers India.
Real estate consultant Colliers
released its 2024 Global
Investor Outlook on
Wednesday along with Asia
Pacific highlights.
The consultant expects “high
activity in more growth-ori-
ented destinations such as India
and South Korea, given the
return of investor confidence
and the opportunities they
offer.”
The report highlighted that
India is expected to remain one
of the world’s fastest-growing
major economies, led by private
consumption and capital for-
mation.
Institutional investment in real
estate soared 27 per cent year-
on-year in the first nine months
of 2023, with a noticeable surge
in deals targeting industrial and
residential, both sectors close-
ly connected to the country’s
robust growth trajectory.
Institutional investors are
specifically capitalising on
India’s data centre growth story,
sparked by the stable Govt
clears Terms of Reference of

16th Finance Commission 
New Delhi, Nov 29 (PTI) The
government has cleared the
Terms of Reference of the 16th
Finance Commission to suggest
the ratio for devolution of taxes
between the Centre and states
and also review financing dis-
aster management initiatives, for
five years beginning April 1,
2026.
The commission would submit
its report for the five-year peri-
od (2026-27 to 2030-31) to the
President by October 31, 2025,
an official statement said.
Besides tax devolution and
states’ revenue augmentation

measures, the commission
would review the present
arrangements for financing dis-
aster management initiatives
with reference to the funds
constituted under the Disaster
Management Act, 2005.
“The Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has approved the Terms of
Reference for the Sixteenth
Finance Commission. The 16th
Finance Commission’s recom-
mendations, upon acceptance
by the government, would cover
a period of five years com-
mencing April 1, 2026,” the
statement said.
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The government has cleared
the Terms of Reference of

the 16th Finance Commission
to suggest the ratio for devo-
lution of taxes between the
Centre and states and also
review financing disaster man-
agement initiatives, for five
years beginning April 1, 2026.
The commission would submit
its report for the five-year
period (2026-27 to 2030-31) to
the President by October 31,
2025, an official statement said.
Besides tax devolution and
states’ revenue augmentation
measures, the commission
would review the present
arrangements for financing
disaster management initia-
tives with reference to the

funds constituted under the
Disaster Management Act,
2005.
The Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has approved the Terms of
Reference for the Sixteenth
Finance Commission. The 16th
Finance Commission’s recom-
mendations, upon acceptance
by the government, would
cover a period of five years
commencing April 1, 2026,” the
statement said.
The Cabinet meeting was held
on Tuesday.
Names of the chairperson and
members of 16th Finance
Commission would be
finalised soon, an official said.
The Terms of Reference (ToR)
for 16th Finance Commission
will be notified in due course.

	 4(
$�"�#'
("#%'

 -
#"-"#"!$"
 -
�1(*
8�!�!$"
3 %%�''� !

New Delhi: Malabar Gold &
Diamonds has made history as
the first Indian jewellery retail-
er to open in Canada with their
new store in Mississauga, at
Heartland Town Centre with-
in the Greater Toronto Area.
With this, the brand marks its
extensive brand presence, with
335 stores spread across the
UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Oman,

KSA, Bahrain, Singapore,
Malaysia, the USA, the UK,
Canada, and India. 
“The opening of our first store
in Canada brings me immense
pride and joy, marking a sig-
nificant milestone for us as the
first Indian international jew-
ellery brand to begin operations
in Canada,” said Malabar Group
Chairman MP Ahammed.
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Burman family, which is
locked in a battle with the

management of Religare
Enterprises Ltd (REL) for
takeover of the company said
that the board of the NBFC
does not have the “power or
authority” to reject their open
offer to pick up controlling
stake.
“It only has the power to rec-
ommend the Open Offer to the
shareholders,” the Burman
family spokesperson said in a
statement.
It is a separate matter, that the
shareholders have already seen
the governance lapses in REL
and whether the directors can
be said to be discharging their
duties correctly, it said, adding,
it is for the shareholders to
decide whether to tender the
shares in the open offer, or stay
invested.
“In fact, the board issued a press
release dated September 25,
2023 welcoming our investment
in REL. The Open Offer price
is calculated as per the formu-
la provided in the SEBI
Takeover Regulations. As per
this formula, the calculation
comes to around Rs 221,” it said.
The open offer price of Rs 235,
is at a premium to that price.
“Keeping the overall share-

holder interest in mind, we will
move towards closing the
transaction expeditiously work-
ing with all the regulators.
Given our credentials, an over-
whelming majority of the
shareholders are supportive of
the proposed transaction and
we remain confident that under
our guidance, REL’s perfor-
mance would see significant
uptrends,” it said.
The statement comes after
Hamid Ahmed, an indepen-
dent director at Religare
Enterprises and CEO of
Hamdard Laboratories, has
criticised the timing of the
Burman family’s open offer to
acquire more shares in the
financial services company.
Ahmed emphasied that the
board has unanimously reject-
ed the offer, citing its inferior
merits and a proposal to
replace both board members
and management.
Entities controlled by the
Burman family -- promoters of
FMCG major Dabur -- have
written to the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
and stock exchanges that REL
Chairperson Rashmi Saluja
sold a portion of her personal
holdings in Religare Enterprises
Ltd a day after meeting a rep-
resentative of the Burmans on
September 20.

!,*�����������	����#��

����9��
����	��

��0
�����8����	�
�����



CHANDIGARH | THURSDAY | NOVEMBER 30, 2023 11

I Balbir Singh father of NK 

Hardeep Singh Rank No. 

15181240W resident of VPO 

korwa khurd Tehsil Naraingarh 

District Ambala Haryana 

declared that in my son Hardeep 

Singh army service record my 

name is wrongly recorded Balvir 

Singh instead of Balbir Singh my 

right and correct name is Balbir 

Singh and DOB is 22/04/1956. In 

all other documents my name 

recorded as Balbir Singh. Please 

correct my name. 

I Vikas Kumar s/o Balwan 

Singh r/o village Bijawa tehsil 

israna distt panipat, Haryana- 

132107 declare that in my 

passport my spouse name has 

been wrongly written as Pooja 

Rani  instead of Jyoti which may 

be amended accordingly for all 

future purposes. 

I, Siwani Devi spouse of 

No.15621321P L/NK Chandra 

Prakash resident of Village- 

Shankarpur, Post- Lokpur, Tehsil- 

Chhibramau, District- District- 

Kannauj, State- UP, Pin- 209721, 

have changed my name from 

Siwani Devi to Sivani Devi Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB61798106110975V dated 24 

Nov 2023 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Puja spouse of 

No.2808774L L/NK Gangurde 

Sharad Bajirao resident of 

Village- Tisgaon, Post- Tisgaon, 

Tehsil- Chandwad, District-

Nashik, State- Maharashtra, Pin- 

423101, have changed my name 

from Puja to Pooja Sharad 

Gangurde Vide affidavit No.IN-

JK65195054765533 dated 23 

Nov 2023 before notary public 

Samba (J&K) 

I, Varun Koundal S/o 

Sh.Inderjit Singh R/o No.S/-

6/406,Ram Sharnam 

Colony,Near CR Market, 

Pathankot, Tehsil & Distt-

Pathankot declare that my name 

is Varun Koundal as per my 

Aadhar Card and Pan 

Card.Varun Koundal and 

Varundeep Singh are the names 

of one and same person. I want 

to change my name Varun 

Koundal to Varundeep Singh in 

Gazette of India. 

I Army No 7086574 EX CFN 

Mohinder Singh S/o Late Ram 

Singh R/o Vpo Ghuman, Tehsil 

Raikot, Distt Ludhiana, Punjab 

141104 declare that in my 

service record book my wife 

name and DOB entered as 

Mukthata Kaur, 27-06-1950 are 

incorrect, her correct name and 

DOB are Mukhtiar Kaur, 07-07-

1949. 

In my husband No. JC-

354866F Rank H L/L name 

Lakhbir Singh presently residing 

AT 267 Engr Regt C/o 99 APO 

affirm that Army record my 

husband’s my name written as 

Amarjeet Kaur Village Warshal 

Chak my correct name is Amarjit 

Kaur Village Warshal Chak. 

I, Service No. 15714603A 

Rank: L Hav, Name Palle 

Venkateswarlu of Unit; 14 EW Bn 

C/o 56 APO and R/o Vpo 

Koratamaddi Tehsil: Gadivemula 

Distt. Kurnool State: Andhra 

Pradesh Pin- 518511 declare 

that in my service record my wife 

name is wrongly entered as 

Boyini Subbalakshmi instead of 

Palle Subbalakshmi vide affidavit 

dated 28-11-2023 before Satpal 

Notary (Government of India) 

Pathankot Punjab. 

I, Service No.15708317H 

Rank: Hav, Name Sunil Kumar of 

Unit 14 EW Bn C/o 56 APO and 

R/o Vpo Jahajpura Distt. Sehore 

State: MP PIN-466445 declare 

that in my service record my wife 

name is wrongly entered as 

Aneeta Keer instead of Anita 

Keer vide affidavit dated 28-11-

2022 before Satpal Notary 

(Government of India) Pathankot 

Punjab. 

I Smt Swarnjit Kaur 

Spouse of No JC-501185F Ex 

Sub-Hony Lt Sawinder Singh R/o 

VPO, Dhariwal Tehsil Patti Distt. 

Tarn Taran Punjab I, have 

changed my name from Swarnjit 

Kaur to Sawarnjit Kaur vide 

Affidavit date 29/11/2023 before 

Distt. Court Tarn Taran. 

I Lazzo Devi w/o No. 

4460507X, ex Sepoy Late Sama 

Singh r/o VPO Lalhari Kalan, 

Tehsil Bilaspur, Distt 

Yamunanagar state that in my 

husband's service documents my 

name written as Jaswant Kaur, 

which is incorrect while my 

correct name is Lazzo Devi. 

We Nirmal Singh S/o 

Badan Singh, Surinder Kaur W/o 

Nirmal Singh R/o Khanna Khurd 

Road, Near Botal Wali Kothi, 

Khanna {Ludhiana} Declare That 

our son Satwinder Singh and 

daughter in law Kawaljit Kaur are 

out of our control. They do not 

look after us. We disown 

Satwinder Singh and Kawaljit 

Kaur from our moveable and 

immovable property. We or any 

family member will not be 

responsible for their acts and 

conducts. 

I, Geetanjali Pattnaik Wife 

of No. 15498785H Rank DFR 

Name Shishir Kumar Santosh 

Roy R/o Church Line, Vill. 

Kanheiput, Teh. & Distt. Korapur, 

Odisha-764020 have changed my 

name in my husband army record 

from Geetanjali Pattnaik to 

Geetanjali Patnaik vide affidavit 

dated 29-11-2023 before Session 

Court, Hisar. 

I, Vaishali Wife of 

JC423731N Rank SUB Name 

Kasheed Chandru R/o Bombay 

Building Ke Piche, Kanak Nagar, 

Athani, Distt. Belgaum, Karnatka-

591304 have changed my name 

in my husband army record from 

Vaishali to Vaishali Kasheed vide 

affidavit dated 29-11-2023 before 

Session Court, Hisar. 

I, Rohit Son of JC-766749W 

Rank SUB Name Mhatugade 

Sanjaykumar Rau R/o VPO 

Savarde B.K., Teh. Kagal, Distt. 

Kolhapur, Maharashtra-416219 

have changed my name in my 

father army record from Rohit to 

Mhatugade Rohit Sanjay vide 

affidavit dated 29-11-2023 before 

Session Court, Hisar. 

I, Savita Wife of JC-

766749W Rank SUB Name 

Mhatugade Sanjaykumar Rau 

R/o VPO Savarde B.K., Teh. 

Kagal, Distt. Kolhapur, 

Maharashtra-416219 have 

changed my name in my 

husband army record from Savita 

to Savita Sanjay  Mhatugade vide 

affidavit dated 29-11-2023 before 

Session Court, Hisar. 

I, Kamal Devi W/o Sh. Anup 

Singh Resident of Village Badon 

Rangran, Teh. and Distt. Hisar, 

Haryana declare that I have 

changed my name from Kamal 

Devi to Kamla Devi for all future 

purpose.  

I, Vinod Kumar Goel S/o 

Ram Kumar R/o H. No. 21, Priti 

Nagar, Hisar, Distt. Hisar, 

Haryana 125001 declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Vinod Kumar Goel to Vinod Goel 

for all future purpose.  

I, Sheetal W/o Sh. Dipender 

Malik R/o Vill. Depal, PO 

Dhandheri, Distt. Hisar (Haryana) 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Sheetal to Sheetal 

Chaudhary  for all future purpose.  

I Neha Arora W/o Sumit 

Madaan, House no. 47/5, Near 

Celebration Mall, Krishna 

Square-2, Amritsar, Punjab 

143001 have changed my name 

to Neha Madaan. 

I  Divya Verma W/o Rahul 

Madaan, House no. 47/5, 

NearCelebration Mall, Krishna 

Square-2, Amritsar, Punjab 

143001 have changed my name 

to Divya Madaan. 

We, Narinder Singh S/o 

Randhir Singh and Rekha Devi 

w/o Narinder Singh R/o Village 

Katlahari Tehsil Shahabad 

District Kurukshetra, have 

changed the name of our son 

from Namish to Namish Sinhmar. 

I, Drupada Pawar, Mother 

Of Pawar Dattatraya Balaso Of 

23 Mech Inf C/O 56 Apo Residing 

At Village And Post Surli, Tehsil 

Koregaon, District Satara, State 

Mh, Pin 415511 Have Changed 

My Name From Drupada Pawar 

To Dropada Balaso Pawar Vide 

Affidavit Dated 28 November 

2023 Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Balaso Pawar, Father Of 

Pawar Dattatraya Balaso Of 23 

Mech Inf C/O 56 Apo Residing At 

Village And Post Surli, Tehsil 

Koregaon, District Satara, State 

Mh, Pin 415511 Have Changed 

My Name From Balaso Pawar To 

Balaso Kisan Pawar Vide 

Affidavit Dated 28 November 

2023 Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Minakshi, Spouse Of No. 

2809084n, Hav, Mundhe 

Narahari Of Hq K&K Sub Area 

(Work With Rc Echs Banglore) 

Have Changed My Name From 

Minakshi To Mundhe Minakshi 

Narahari Vide Affidavit Dated 28 

November 2023 Before At Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Tahamina Khatun Mother 

Of Jc-483173f Nb/Sub, Ks Islam 

Unit 17 Rajput Resident At 5/2, 

Mominpore Road, Po Kidder 

Pore, Tehsil Alipore, Kolkata, Pin 

700023 Have Changed My Name 

From Thamina Begam To 

Tahamina Khatun And Change 

Date Of Birth From 15-06-1956 

To 11-08-1952.  

I, Prem Lata Wife Of No. 

14935753x, Hav, Ng Anup 

Singha, Unit Of 23 Mech Inf 

(Recce & Sp) Wh C/O 56 Apo, 

Resident At Village Jugijan, Po. 

Jugijan Bazar, Teh. Hojai, Distt. 

Nagaon, (Assam) 782429, Have 

Changed My Name From Prem 

Lata Devi To Prem Lata Vide 

Affidavit Dated 29 November 

2023 Before At Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Army No. 4089839w, Hav, 

Vijendra Singh, Unit Of 21 

Garhwal Rif C/O 56 Apo, 

Resident At Village Soliya, Po. 

Goomkhal, Distt. Pouri Garhwal, 

(Uk) Have Changed My Son 

Name In All Documents From 

Hardhik Singh Rawat To Hardik 

Singh Rawat Vide Affidavit Dated 

29 November 2023 Before At 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Kanta Rani W/O Gopal 

Das, R/O Lalru Mandi, Distt- Sas 

Nagar Mohali, Punjab 140501, 

That I Have To Change My Name 

Kanta To Kanta Rani For All 

Purposes, For All Future 

Purposes. 

I Sukhwinder Singh 

Sandhu Son Of Balwant Singh 

R/O Village Dhandian Kalan, 

P.O. Dhandian, Tehsil Zira, Distt. 

Ferozepur, Punjab, India 

(142047) Have Changed My 

Name As Sukhwinder Singh. 

I Devinder Kumar Sharma 

S/O Sh Dharampal R/O #2677 

Sector 67 Mohali Have Changed 

My Name To Devinder Kumar. All 

Concerned Please Note. 

I Jai Narain S/O Late Sh. 

Anup Singh Narwal R/O Flat No- 

C-702, Kunjean Heights Sector- 

88 Faridabad,  Haryana, Have 

Changed My Name  To Jai Narain 

Narwal. 

I Monika W/O Sh. Manoj 

Kumar R/O Flat No- 606 Block-A, 

Vikram  Vihar (Awho) Sector- 27 

Panchkula, Have Changed My 

Name From Monika To Monika 

Narwal. 

I Parveen Kaur W/O Mewa 

Ram R/O Near Shiv Mandir Ward 

No.2, Bassi Ise Khan Banur Sub 

Tehsil Banur District Sas Nagar 

Declare That Naro Devi And 

Parveen Kaur Both Names Of 

One And Same Person I.E. My 

Names. I Known With Both 

Names. 

I, Gurmit Kaur W/o 

Sukhwinder Multani Vill.Kalsa, 

Plot No.13,Pehowa,Kurukshetra 

Have Changed My Given Name 

Gurmit Surname Kaur. 

I, Jasbeer Kaur W/O Sukhbir 

Singh R/O Village- Boon, Po/Distt- 

Gurdaspur, Punjab. Have 

Changed My Name From Jasbeer 

Kaur To Jasbir Kaur. 

I, Service No.15480124a, 

Rank Dfr, Debu Ram S/O Rugha 

Ram R/O Village- Kamasar, Po- 

Pulasar, Tehsil Sadar Shahar, 

Distt- Churu, Rajasthan- 331402. 

Declare That In My Army Service 

Record My Daughter Name 

Kumari Sarita Is Wrong. But My 

Daughter Name Sarita Is Correct. 

Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb59769634990430v, Dated 

18-11-2023, Before Notary Public 

Gurdaspur Punjab. 

I, Neelam Kumari W/O 

15135821p, Rank Bhm (Gnr) 

Parveen Kumar R/O Village 

Makora, Po- Jhabkra, Tehsil/Distt- 

Gurdaspur, Punjab, India. Have 

Changed My Dob 06-06-1990 Is 

Wrong. But My Dob 01-06-1990 Is 

Correct. Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb62517243447188v Dated 

29-11-2023 Before Notary Public 

Gurdaspur. Punjab. 

I, No 14486493X Ex Nk 

Sodagar Mal S/o Lal Chand 

resident of Village Khoba, PO. 

Sarna, Tehsil & Distt Pathankot 

(Punjab) have changed the name 

of my wife from Pravin Kumari to 

Parvin Kumari vide Affidavit No IN-

PB62534312783271V Dated 29 

Nov 2023 before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Dalbir Kaur W/o Shri Vijay 

Kumar R/o VPO. Rawal Pindi, Teh 

.Phagwara, Distt. Kapurthala, 

Punjab have spelling correction in 

my name from Dalbir Kaur to 

Dalvir Kaur. 

I, Kuldeep Kaur D/o 

6481307 Naik Gulzari Ram R/o 

Vill. Chuharwali, Po. Adampur, 

Distt. Jalandhar have changed my 

name from Kuldip Kaur to Kuldeep 

Kaur. All Please Note. 

I, Rajinder Kaur W/o 

Lakhwinder Singh R/o Kailon, 

Hariana, Hoshiarpur, Punjab- 

144208. have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be Known as 

Rajwinder Kaur. 

I, Reeta Devi W/o Balwinder 

Lal R/o Village Passarian, Tehsil 

Nakodar, Akbarpur Kalan, 

Jalandhar, Punjab-144041. have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be Known as Reeta 

Rani. 

I, Sandeep S/o Satpal R/o 

136, Meerapur Tehsil Nakodar, 

Jalandhar, Punjab-144040. I have 

changed the name of my minor 

Son Abel aged about 2 Years and 

She shall hereafter be known as 

Abel Sidhu. 

I, Reena Kumari W/o 

Sandeep Singh R/o Vill. Pathial, 

Lachowal, Hoshiarpur, Punjab-

146001. have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be Known as 

Ravneet Kaur. 

I, Baldev Kaur W/o Naranjan 

Lal R/o Vill. Khera, Harta, 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab-146112. have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be Known as Gurdev 

Kaur. 

I, Naranjan Pal S/o Bhagat 

Ram R/o Vill. Khera, Po, Harta, 

Hosiharpur, Punjab-146112, have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be Known as Naranjan 

Lal. 

I, Kamaljit Kaur W/o Baldev 

Singh R/o Alladitta, Kapurthala, 

Punjab-144620. have changed 

my name and shall hereafter be 

Known as Kawaljit Kaur. 

I, Balbir Jaswal S/o Faqir 

Chand R/o Bham, Garhshankar, 

Hosiharpur, Punjab-146103, have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be Known as Balbir 

Singh. 

I, Ravinder Singh S/o 

Mohinder Singh R/o H.No.1008, 

Ward No.7, Near, I I C, Dasuya, 

Hosiharpur, Punjab- 144205, have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be Known as Ravinder 

Singh Virdi. 

I, Tarlochan Singh S/o 

Sh.Kirpa Ram R/o Sukhram Bagh 

Rupnagar Tehsil & District 

Rupnagar, State Punjab declare 

that Trilochan Singh and 

Tarlochan Singh is one and the 

same person.All concerned 

please note. 

I Kashmir Lal S/O Sadhu 

Ram R/O Vpo. Ahrana Kalan 

District Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Minor Son’s Name 

From Prince To Prince Bains.  

I  Paramjit Singh S/O 

Tarsem Lal R/O Vpo. Dagana 

Kalan District Hoshiarpur Punjab 

Have Changed My Name To 

Parmjit Singh.  

I Sanjogita Rani W/O Jasbir 

Singh R/O Mohalla Jhanda, Dhol 

Baha District Hoshiarpur Punjab 

Have Changed My Name To 

Sanjogita Devi.  

I Tarsem Kaur Shadi W/O 

Ram Lubhaya R/O Vpo. 

Bhungarni  District Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

To Tarsem Kaur Sohal.  

I Varinder Khosla S/O Prem 

Nath Khosla R/O Backside Baba 

Balak Nath Mandir, New 

Sukhiabad, Hoshiarpur Have 

Changed My Name To Varinder 

As Given Name And Khosla As 

Surname.  

I Preety W/O Varinder 

Khosla R/O Backside Baba Balak 

Nath Mandir, New Sukhiabad, 

Hoshiarpur Have Changed My 

Name To Preety Khosla. 

I Manjinder Kaur W/O 

Guravtar Singh Dhaliwal R/O Vpo. 

Hans Kalan Distt. Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To Manjinder 

Kaur Dhaliwal. 

I Rajinder Kumar S/O Lekh 

Raj R/O H.No.-5006,  Mohalla 

Diwan Khana, Jagraon Distt. 

Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Rajinder Kumar Khanna. 

I Nachhattar Singh S/O 

Bhagwan Singh R/O Vpo. 

Maheshari Distt. Moga Have 

Changed My Name To Nachhatar 

Singh. 

I Jagjivan Singh S/O Blaur 

Singh R/O Vpo. Kotla Mehar 

Singh Wala Distt. Moga Punjab 

Have Changed My Name To 

Jagjiwan Singh.  

I Kanika Gupta D/O Rakesh 

Kumar R/O H.No.-144 F Block 

Rajindra Estate Moga Distt. Moga 

Punjab India Have Changed My 

Name To Kanika.  

I Dalbir Singh S/O Inder 

Singh R/O Plot No.-210, St.No.-1, 

Gautam Colony Jagirpur Road 

Distt. Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Dalbir Singh Bajwa. 

I, Navkaran S/o Ramesh 

Kumar R/o H.No. 10/147 St.No. 1 

Lane No. 2 Anmol Nagar 

(Hoshiarpur) have changed my 

minor son name from Aadhitya to 

Aadhitya Nayyar. 

I Monika W/O Navkaran R/O 

House No. 10/147 Street No. 1 

Lane No. 2 Anmol Nagar 

Hoshiarpur Have Changed My 

Name From Monika To Monika 

Ohri. 

I, Kewal Ram S/o Babu Ram 

R/o Vill: Saini Majra Po. Nurpur 

Bedi Teh-Anandpur Sahib (Ropar) 

have changed my name from 

Kewal Ram to Kewal Krishan. 

I Jasvinder Kaur Chauhan 

W/o Avtar Singh R/o H.No. 2530, 

Phase 11, Sector 65 (SAS Nagar, 

Mohali) have changed my name 

from Jasvinder Kaur Chauhan to 

Jaswinder Kaur.  

I, Malkeet Singh S/o Lal 

Singh R/o Moh. Kulla Patti Raikot 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Malkit Singh. 

I, Manjeet Kaur W/o Malkit 

Singh R/o Moh-Kulla Patti Raikot 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Manjit Kaur. 

I Harpreet Kaur Gahley W/o 

Jagjeevan Singh Gahley Vpo 

Bhadaur Teh-Tapa, Distt. Barnala 

Have Changed My Name 

Harpreet Kaur. 

I Sukhminder Kaur W/o 

Upkar Singh Vpo Bhadaur Teh-

Tapa, Distt. Barnala Have 

Changed My Name Sukhwinder 

Kaur Marad. 

I Chamkaur Singh Sahota 

S/o Teja Singh R/o Near Malwa 

Gass Service, Muktsar road, 

Kotkapura District Faridkot have 

changed my name to Chamkaur 

Singh. 

I, Sukhwant Singh S/o 

Mohan Singh R/o Vpo. Ladha 

Munda Teh-Batala (Gurdaspur) 

have changed my name from 

Sukhwant Singh Atwal to 

Sukhwant Singh. 

I, Jasbir Kaur W/o Rajinder 

Singh R/o VPO Ikolaha, Tehsil 

Khanna (Ludhiana) have changed 

my name to Jasvir Kaur. 

I, Pooja Vaid W/o Nishant 

Kumar Rajra R/o H.No.669, 

St.No.05, W.No.07, Samadhi 

Road, Khanna (Ludhiana) have 

changed my name after marriage 

as Pooja Rajra. 

I No 1587302Y Ex NK 

Gurvail Singh S/o Sh Lakha Singh 

R/o VPO: Thathian Mohantan 

Tehsil, & Distt, Tarn Taran (PB) 

declare that I have change the 

name of my real Son from 

Baljinder singh to Balwinder 

Singh. 

I, Paramjit Kaur W/o 

Kamaljeet Singh R/o H.No.90-P, 

W.No.03 St.No.06 Ferozepur 

Cantt. Teh and Distt Ferozepur 

have Changed my name Paramjit 

to Paramjit Kaur. 

I, Paramjeet Kaur W/o 

Gurwinder Singh R/o Vill-

Bodiwala Kharak Singh 

Teh-Malout Distt Sri Muktsar 

Sahib have changed my name to 

Gurpinder Kaur. 

I Harsha Sardana W/o Geet 

Kalra, D/o Virender Sardana R/o 

House No.243 Sec 14 U.E Karnal 

Have Changed My Name From 

Harsha Kalra to Harsha Sardana. 

In Future I Shall Be Known As 

Harsha Sardana. 

I  Ashish  S/o Sandeep 

Kumar R/o 174/4 Jaswant Nagar 

Garha Jalandhar Punjab-144022, 

have changed my name to Ashish 

Singh Thind. 

I  Anish  S/o Sandeep 

Kumar R/o 174/4 Jaswant Nagar 

Garha Jalandhar Punjab-144022, 

have changed my name to Anish 

Singh Thind. 

I Bhushan Gupta S/o 

Pawan Kumar. R/o. 6-D. Model 

Town Patiala that I have changed 

my Daughter Name Onam to 

Onam Gupta. 

 

 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

PUBLIC NOTICE

Specially designed 3D Selfie booths featuring Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi will now narrate the story of 'Digital India", 

showcasing the significant progress made by the country under 

his leadership.These selfie booths will be installed in the 

maximum BSNL offices.One such Selfie point has installed in 

BSNL Punjab Circle Office premises and this is inaugurated by 

CGMT Sh.Ajay Kararah in the presence of PGM Finance 

Sh.Mandeep Prakash.Many Senior officers were also present 

there.

USP
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India Women’s A staged a late
inspirational comeback to pip
England Women’s A side by a

mere three runs in the first T20
game of their three-match series
here on Wednesday.
Chasing 135 for win, England
looked in complete control riding
on a brilliant 70-run stand for the
fourth wicket between vice-captain
Hollie Armitage (52) and wicket-
keeper-batter Seren Smale (31), but
India fought back with a cluster of
wickets to clinch a narrow win.
Kashvee Gautam (2/23) struck
twice to dismiss Smale and Issy
Wong (2) in the 18th over to open
the door back for the Indians, who
pulled off a thrilling win at the
Wankhede Stadium. 
With 13 needed off the final over,
Shreyanka Patil (2/26) gave away five
extras (wide) on the first ball but India
prevailed eventually by three runs. 
India Women’s A were guilty of not
putting up enough runs on the
board and making plenty of mis-
takes in the field.

Armitage, who top-scored in the
game with 52 off 41 balls (3x4s,
1x6s), made the most of a lifeline
as Disha Kasat spilled a regulation
catch at cover off Prakashika Naik
(1/28).
Another opportunity to break the
stand was missed in the 14th over
when Indian ‘keeper Uma Chetry
did not collect the ball to break the
stumps, anticipating a direct hit. 
The two England batters unleashed
powerful hits while constantly
pressuring the Indian fielders with
brisk running between the wickets. 
Patil got India A their first break-
through when she cleaned up
Grace Scrivens (7) in the second
over. 
Mannat Kashyap (1/21) got rid of
Mady Villiers (20; 17 balls, 4x4s)
and Naik removed Freya Kemp (1)
in the eighth over.
Earlier, after electing to bat, India
made 134/7 in 20 overs. Kasat bat-
ted well to make 25 from 32 balls,
hitting three fours.
On a slow deck, India Women’s A
could not really push on with
their scoring rate, with England

seamers doing well. 
Skipper Charlie Dean was the pick
among the bowlers with 4-0-19-2
while Kemp finished with figures
of 4-0-30-2. Wong (1/13), Lauren
Filer (1/34) and Kirstie Gordon
(1/26) chipped in with a wicket
each. 
Player of the match Patil admitted
India made errors in the field. 
“It is a big platform for all of us. It
happens, (but) how we come back
is what matters,” Patil told the
media after the match. 
Patil said India were confident that
the bowlers would pull it off. 
“I would say maybe (India were)
10-15 runs short but then we were
looking (at a total) around 130-140
because the wicket was slightly
slower and we knew our bowlers
could get the job done,” she said. 
Brief scores: India Women’s A
134/7 in 20 overs (Vrinda Dinesh
22, Disha Kasat 25, Gnanananda
Divya 22; Charlie Dean 2/19) beat
England Women’s A 131/8 in 20
overs (Hollie Armitage 52, Seren
Smale 31; Kashvee Gautam 2/23,
Shreyanka Patil 2/26) by 3 runs. 
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India opener Shubman Gill
feels the experience of play-

ing under “great leaders” in
the India setup will help him
a lot when he leads Gujarat
Titans in the upcoming season
of the IPL.
Gill has played under the
likes of Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma and played a vital role
in India reaching the World
Cup final at home recently.
Gill was recently announced
skipper of 2022 IPL champi-
ons Gujarat Titans after their
captain for two seasons,
Hardik Pandya, was traded
back to five-time winners
Mumbai Indians.
It will be Gill’s maiden outing
as captain of an IPL side,
having begun his journey in
the competition in 2018 with
Kolkata Knight Riders before
heading to GT in 2022.

“We all know captainship
comes with a lot of things, and
commitment is one of them.
Discipline is one of them.
Hard work is one of them.
Loyalty is one of them,” said
Gill in a video posted by the
franchise on social media.
“And, because, I think I’ve
played under great leaders
and I’ve learned a lot from
them, I think those learnings
that I have had from their
experience playing under

them is gonna help me a lot in
this IPL.”
Gill added that there was no
dearth of experienced players
in Gujarat Titans, and he
would get to learn a lot from
leaders such as New Zealand’s
Kane Will iamson and
Afghanistan’s Rashid Khan.
“We have great leaders in our
team, be it Kane (Williamson)
or be it Rashid (Khan) or be
it (Mohammed) Shami, or
even David (Miller), or even
Wriddhi (Saha). So, I think it’s
gonna be great.
“And obviously, there are
gonna be a lot of learnings
along the way, which would be
my experience as a captain.
And I see a lot of people mak-
ing great memories,” he
added.
As far as playing the leader-
ship role is concerned, Gill
was the India U-19 vice-cap-
tain during the 2018 World

Cup. He was also named skip-
per of India Blue during the
2019-20 Duleep Trophy, the
India C captain in the
Deodhar Trophy the same
season, and the India-A leader
during the New Zealand tour
later in 2019.
However, Gill feels it will take
him some time for the feeling
of being made GT skipper to
sink in.
“I think it’s gonna take, like,
probably till the time we don’t
play the first match. It’s not
gonna quite sink in. It’s a great
feeling.
“I was about seven or eight
years old when IPL started
happening. Obviously, it’s a
dream for any kid who wants
to be a cricketer and wants to
play the IPL to be able to cap-
tain a team. Then, to be able
to be that kind of binding fac-
tor in this team, it feels amaz-
ing,” he concluded.
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The BCCI on Wednesday extend-
ed the contract of Indian cricket

team head coach Rahul Dravid in
order to maintain continuity follow-
ing the senior side’s stupendous per-
formance in the ODI World Cup
where it won 10 games in a row
before losing the final. 
However, there was no mention of
how long his new tenure would be
in the press release issued by the
BCCI.
“The Board of Control for Cricket in
India announces the extension of
contracts for head coach Rahul
Dravid and the support staff of
Team India (senior men),” the sport’s
apex body said in a statement. 
“The BCCI engaged in productive
discussions with Dravid after the
term of his contract ended following
the recently-concluded World Cup
and unanimously agreed to further
the tenure,” it added. 
BCCI secretary Jay Shah said that
Dravid will have “full backing” of the
board, moving forward in his endeav-
our to win the ICC Trophy, which is

missing from the cabinet for the last
decade.  “Having won 10 consecutive
games before the final, our World
Cup campaign was nothing short of
extraordinary, and the head coach
(Dravid) deserves appreciation for
setting up the right platform for the
team to flourish. 
“The head coach has our full back-
ing, and we will provide him with all
the support needed for sustained suc-
cess at the international level,” the
BCCI secretary said in a statement.
“The last two years with Team India
have been thoroughly memorable.
Together, we have witnessed the
highs and lows, and throughout this
journey, the support and cama-
raderie within the group have been
phenomenal,” Dravid said.
The PTI had on Tuesday reported
that Dravid’s contract would be
renewed with the BCCI looking for
continuity in the set-up helmed by
the legendary cricketer over the last
two years.
Dravid had replaced Ravi Shastri after
the T20 World Cup in 2021, getting
appointed for a two-year term which
ended with the ODI World Cup. 
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