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India and the United States on
Friday undertook a compre-

hensive review of their bilater-
al strategic and defence ties
here with both the sides stress-
ing the need for ensuring a free,
open and rules-based Indo-
Pacific region.  It was in an
apparent reference to China
flexing its muscles in the
region.

The entire spectrum of
relations between India and the
US was discussed during the
fifth 2+2 ministerial dialogue
with Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar repre-
senting India.  Secretary of
State Antony Blinken and
Secretary of Defence Lloyd
Austin led the US delegation.
The Ukraine conflict also fig-
ured during the dialogue, it was
learnt.

In the backdrop of strained
ties between India and Canada,
New Delhi  conveyed to the US
its serious concerns over
increasing activities of pro-
Khalistani elements in Canada
during the dialogue.

“We have made our con-
cerns very very clear,” Foreign
Secretary Vinay Kwatra said at
a media briefing after the 2+2
parleys. 

“We have core security
concerns and I am sure you are
all aware of a recent video that
has surfaced from one such
individual,” he said, adding
the US side understood New
Delhi’s concerns.

The ties between India and
Canada came under severe

strain following Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s
allegations in September over
the killing of Khalistani sepa-
ratist Hardeep Singh Nijjar in
June in the Canadian town of
Surrey.

Days after Trudeau’s allega-
tions, India temporarily sus-
pended issuance of visas to
Canadian citizens and asked
Ottawa to downsize its diplo-
matic presence in the country
to ensure parity.

Canada has already with-
drawn 41 diplomats and their
family members from India.
India has already resumed
some of the visa services.

The ongoing conflict
between Israel and Hamas and
ways to further deepen the
India-US strategic partnership
figured in talks between
Jaishankar and Blinken.

A Jaishankar-Blinken bilat-

eral meeting took place ahead
of the ‘2+2’ defence.  In a post
on ‘X’, Jaishankar described
his talks with his US counter-
part as “open and productive”.
“Pleased to meet with Secretary
of State @SecBlinken this
morning. An open and produc-
tive conversation on further
developing our strategic part-
nership. Also spoke about West
Asia, Indo-Pacific and other
regional issues,” he said.

Similarly, Rajnath held a
bilateral meeting with Austin
and the two ministers compre-
hensively discussed a wide
range of defence and strategic
issues. There was particular
focus on enhancing defence
industrial cooperation and get-
ting the defence industries
from both sides together to
cooperatively co-develop and
co-produce defence systems.

Meanwhile, during the 2+2

dialogue, Rajnath said the part-
nership between the two
nations is “critical for ensuring
a free, open and rules-bound
Indo-Pacific region.”

He said relations between
the two countries have wit-
nessed a growing convergence
of strategic interests and
enhanced defence, security,
and intelligence cooperation
adding defence remains one of
the most important pillars of
bilateral relationship.

“Your visit to India is at a
time when India and the US are
closer than ever before. In
spite of various emerging
geopolitical challenges, we need
to keep our focus on important
and long-term issues… We
look forward to closely work-
ing with the US across the
domains of capability and for
partnerships which can address
challenges,” he added.

Echoing his views, Blinken
reiterated the significance of
the region, saying, “We are pro-
moting a free and open, pros-
perous, secure and resilient
Indo-Pacific, including by
strengthening our partnership
through the QUAD with Japan
and Australia.”

“One significant way we
are doing that is by enhancing
maritime domain awareness,
sharing commercial satellite
data with countries in the
region to boost their capacity,
for example, to combat illegal
phishing, piracy, and drug traf-
ficking. We are also coordinat-
ing humanitarian relief and dis-
aster response efforts in the
Indo-Pacific….We are harness-
ing together the power of inno-

vation to make our economies
more resilient and to make our
communities more secure
while expanding inclusive eco-
nomic opportunity.

That is evident in the coop-
eration on semiconductors and
advanced biotechnology, on
our unprecedented investments
in deploying clean energy 
at scale in our countries as well
as across the region, and our
joint research and exploration
projects in space..,” Blinken
added.

Underlining the impor-
tance of the 2+2 dialogue,
Secretary of Defence  Austin
said it is “more important than
ever that the world’s two largest
democracies exchange views,
find common goals, and deliv-
er for our people.”

“We have made impressive
gains in building our major
defence partnership over the
past year, and that will help us
contribute even more together
to the cause of peace and sta-
bility. We are integrating our
industrial bases, strengthening
our interoperability, and shar-
ing cutting-edge technology.

The strength of our part-
nership is rooted in the people-
to-people ties that are the heart
of our long friendship togeth-
er, our diplomats, entrepre-
neurs, and students are expand-
ing our partnership in new
domains, including clean ener-
gy, artificial intelligence, and
semiconductors. Our increas-
ingly strong ties give us all hope
for the future of this partner-
ship and for our common
efforts toward a more secure
world…” Austin said.
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Delhi breathed a sigh of
relief on Friday as rain in

the National Capital Region
swiftly improved air quality,
dispelling the lingering haze of
over 12 days.
In a related development, the
Supreme Court said on Friday
that FIRs against farmers are
not a solution to stubble burn-
ing. Instead, it recommended
withholding MSP from viola-
tors for a year. The court also
urged State authorities to
engage in dialogue with farm-
ers and motivate them to aban-
don stubble burning.
Making it clear that the court
wants to see the results, the SC
said farm fires had to stop at
any cost and there are long and
short term measures for every
emergency situation. “Carrot
and stick policy is necessary for
stopping farm fires,” it said.
Regarding the odd-even poli-
cy, the Supreme Court empha-
sised that the decision to imple-
ment the vehicle rationing
scheme in Delhi rests with the
City Government. The court
criticised the Kejriwal
Government for attempting to
shift the burden onto the SC.
After Friday’s rainfall, the Air
Quality Index (AQI) in Delhi
improved from 460 on
Thursday to 279 at 4 pm,
though it still falls within the
poor category. 
Favourable wind speeds facil-
itating pollutant dispersion are
expected to contribute to fur-
ther improvement. The AQI,

an average of the past 24 hours,
reflects this positive trend. On
Friday morning, residents of
Delhi and the NCR took to
social media to share pictures
of clear skies and express joy
over the cleaner air.
According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the Safdarjung
Observatory, Delhi’s primary
weather station, recorded 5.8
mm of rainfall in the 24 hours
ending at 8:30 pm on Friday,
with an additional 2.2 mm
between 8:30 am and 11:30 am.
“Rain activity will cease by
today (Friday), and starting
tomorrow, north-westerly
winds will prevail for the next
two to four days. As a result,
Delhi’s AQI is projected to
remain in the ‘moderate’ to
‘poor’ category. While there is
some relief from air pollution,
it may not be significant,” said
Mahesh Palawat, Vice

President (Meteorology and
Climate Change) at SkyMet.
A dense blanket of toxic smog
had enveloped Delhi and its
neighboring regions for the
past 10 days, making it chal-
lenging for people to breathe.
According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the air quality is expect-
ed to improve further due to
favorable wind speeds facilitat-
ing the dispersion of pollutants.
Kuldeep Srivastava, a senior
scientist at the IMD, men-
tioned that most parts of north-
west India, including Punjab,
Haryana, and western Uttar
Pradesh, have experienced
rainfall since Thursday night.
Once the western disturbance
passes, the wind speed is
expected to increase to around
15 kilometres per hour on
November 11. This increase in
wind speed will aid in dispers-
ing pollutants, said Srivastava.
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Seventeen people were hospi-
talised on Friday following

an stampeded after allegedly
being struck by an electric
shock while standing in queue
for darshan at Hasanamba tem-
ple in this district, police said. 
Several people were standing in
between the barricades used to
manage the crowd and sudden-
ly a few of them felt an electric
shock, which they alleged came
through the iron barricades,
following which they raised an
alarm, police said. 
This resulted in a commotion,
prompting people to run for
safety. 
Devotees blamed the negli-
gence of the district adminis-
tration for the incident. It is
said that a lighting wire had
snapped and touched the bar-
ricade and people suffered
electric shock.
“Seventeen people were moved
out of the barricades and the
rest of them are all fine. All the
17 people, including women,
were immediately shifted to a
nearby hospital. While four
among them sustained injuries,
the rest of them were hospi-

talised as they complained that
they suffered an electric shock
while standing in between the
barricades,” Hassan
Superintendent of Police
Mohammed Sujeetha told PTI. 
The officer clarified that there
was no stampede and it was just
a commotion. 
Police said it was not clear if
people indeed suffered an elec-
tric shock. 
“Officials from CESC
(Chamundeshwari Electricity
Supply Corporation Limited)
are analysing the ground situ-
ation. A few women suffered
minor injuries in the commo-
tion and were hospitalised.
They are all safe. Nothing to
worry,” she said. 
Among the 17 admitted, five of
them have already been dis-
charged and the rest of them
are doing fine, she added. A few
minutes after the incident, the
situation returned to normal
and devotees were allowed
darshan. 
Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar and
several ministers and political
leaders had visited the temple
in recent days. 
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As campaigning for the
Madhya Pradesh Assembly

elections rises to a fever pitch,
witty slogans and catchphrases
that have the ability to travel far
and wide, particularly in the age
of social media, do not seem to
dominate the discourse as they
did in earlier elections.
“Maaf karo Maharaj, hamara
neta Shivraj” (sorry Maharaj,
our leader is Shivraj) was a big
hit in the 2018 State polls
when the BJP targeted
Jyotiraditya Scindia, a scion of
erstwhile Gwalior royalty who
is affectionately called
“Maharaj” by his supporters.
With changing political equa-
tions following Scindia’s switch
to the BJP in 2020, which led
to the collapse of the Kamal
Nath-led Congress
Government in MP, the saffron
party’s favourite slogan under-
went a tweak. 
When Scindia joined the BJP
on March 11, 2020, Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan wrote on X (then
Twitter), “Swagat hai Maharaj,
saath hai Shivraj (welcome
Maharaj, Shivraj is with you).”
BJP brains had coined
“Shriman Bantadhar” (Mr
Spoiler) for former Congress
CM Digvijaya Singh in 2003 to
highlight potholed roads and
erratic power supply in the
State, which they claimed were
the worst in the country.
“In 2003, only potholes exist-
ed in the name of roads across
the State. Power supply was
extremely erratic and Digvijaya
Singh used to say that elections
are won by management and
not by development. People
were facing problems on every
front. Such a situation was
aptly summed up by naming
him Shriman Bantadhar,” said
State BJP secretary Rajneesh
Agrawal.
The BJP leader said campaign-
ing through slogans has now
moved from paintings on walls
to social media.
“Now, sloganeering has reached
social media unlike earlier days
when campaigning meant wall
paintings with catchphrases,
though traditional politicking
still existed,” he said
The result was that the tally of
the Congress, the ruling party
in 2003, was reduced to 38 in
the 230-member House and
the BJP under Uma Bharti
emerged victorious with 173

seats, he said.
Even after two decades, BJP
stalwarts like Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah have used
“Shriman Bantadhar” in 2023
to refer to the State’s condition
during Digvijaya Singh’s tenure
(1993-2003).
In this election, the BJP calls
MP Congress chief Kamal Nath
“CorruptionNath”, while the
Congress has hit back with
“Shivraj ka mission, 50
pratishat commission”
(Shivraj’s mission, 50 per cent
commission) to accuse the rul-
ing party of rampant corrup-
tion in the state. 
The Congress also came up
with many slogans like
“Badhaiye hath, fir Kamal
Nath”, “BJP hatao, samman
bachao” and “50 per cent com-
mission ki sarkar, isiliye yuva
berojgar”.
PM Modi also used to say
“Gareeb ki jeb saaf aur kaam
half ” at his rallies.
However, no slogan in this
election became as popular as
last time’s “Maaf karo Maharaj,
hamara neta Shivraj”, said polit-
ical observers.
It could also be due to the fact
that the BJP did not project any
CM face in Madhya Pradesh. It
has come up with “MP ke
mann mein Modi, Modi ke
mann mein MP.” In this elec-
tion, the PM himself speaks
half of this slogan, while the
remaining half is uttered by the
public.
Senior journalist and political
commentator Rasheed Kidwai
said that catchy slogans tend to
help campaigners drive home
the key points effortlessly. 
“But slogans also have a histo-
ry of boomerang. ‘Maaf karo
Maharaj’ was used effectively
against Jyotiraditya Scindia in
2018 but in 2023, Scindia’s
Maharaj tag is back with anoth-
er slogan. BJP opponents are
dubbing the party carrying
three factions: ‘Shivraj, Maharaj
and Naaraz (disgruntled)’,”
Kidwai said.
MP Congress Media chairman
KK Mishra said the BJP’s “cost-
ly” advertising campaign with
the “fake” catchphrases in the
State has ended the credibility
of slogans.
Senior journalist and political
commentator Girja Shankar
attributed the changing land-
scape of slogans to the com-
mercialisation of the creative
space.
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ABollywood State of Mind” deft-
ly showcases Hindi cinema (as

well as interrogating the meaning of
‘Bollywood’ as a catch-all phrase)
and tracks its history over a centu-
ry into the present. The book
recounts entertaining anecdotes
across five continents with joy and
pizzazz, delivering an honest, seam-
less, and searing history of modern
India.
In this rigorously researched book,
Sunny Singh notes how there has
never been a more “quintessential-
ly Indian cultural product” than the
Hindi film over the past century, be
it the masala movie, an action-
packed thriller, family sagas or
laugh-out-loud comedies.
Singh brings this art form to a glob-
al scale without condescension and
with much love. There is a power-
ful thread that runs alongside, cov-
ering the history of modern India
and cinema’s ability to influence

politics on both micro and macro
levels. Few books are written with
such clarity and intent that they can
reel in the reader and leave them
wanting more. The early chapters
on the origins of Indian cinema
delight, while those on ways of
watching films are thought-provok-
ing.
The book also maps a life well-lived
via Bollywood movies and the joys
they continue to bring to a third-
culture kid who spent their life
across the world: From New York to
Barcelona, Islamabad to London.
Singh notes that the Hindi film
remains a common denominator
for her to connect with people
across the globe. 
In my own experience, people
recognise “3 Idiots” during my
travels, be it in Beijing or Prague. I
could also relate to the familial out-
ings described in the book, with
“Agneepath” being a distinct film
that I recall from my childhood in
Lancashire, as well as the beloved

music — in my case, AR Rahman’s
beautiful soundtracks. There are
moments of sweet insights into
Singh’s life interspersed with factu-
al gems. For example, I, for one,
didn’t know of Binaca Geetmala,
and after reading, reveled in old
YouTube videos of the radio show.
Reading this book is like sitting in
an old friend’s home, chatting about
shared experiences and much-loved
memories.
“A Bollywood State of Mind” also
showcases a movie industry that has
long impacted the world (Channel
4’s broadcast of “Sholay” for the
1982 Christmas programming
remains a remarkable feat). 
The book also takes the reader on
a longer journey through South
Asian history in an engrossing way,
covering classical Sanskrit theatre
and its eventual decline, the region’s
many performance traditions, and
nineteenth-century Parsi theatre
as the forerunners of this cinema.
There is also much joy at finding

chapters named for songs, both for
those who grew up with the classics
and for the newbies who will dis-
cover them. Singh’s book is the tonic
we can all snuggle with on upcom-
ing cold winter nights. From the
queer-coded scenes of “Razia
Sultan” to the global significance of
“Pathan”— this book provides
something for aficionados and
novices alike, insights into a cine-
ma we all love. This is a rich text
that links stalwarts from the film
industry across the decades: Zeenat
Aman and Amitabh Bachchan, Raj
Kapoor and Nargis; Shah Rukh
Khan and Madhuri Dixit.
In conclusion, Singh’s triumphant
book provides both outsiders and
film fans with a sublime overview
of the world’s largest film industry. 
Don’t walk but dance along —
ghungroos firmly attached to your
feet — to grab your copy of this bril-
liant ode to a timeless and beloved
form of entertainment: the glorious
Indian film!
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Aday after he was sum-
moned by the Enforce-
ment Directorate in con-

nection with the multi-crore
recruitment scam, Trinanool
Congress general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee on Friday
lambasted the BJP Government
for taking out its anger on him
after failing to defeat him polit-
ically.
“They (ED and CBI) harassed
me in coal and cattle (smug-
gling) cases … but failed to
implicate me there … now they
are repeatedly calling me for
questioning in recruitment case
… particularly on days when I
have my other political pro-
grammes … but I have told
them that if they find an iota of
evidence against me then there
will be no need of ED or CBI as

I will hang myself in public,”
Banerjee who is also the nephew
of Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said.
“I am repeating what I had said
three years ago … they cannot
prove corruption worth even a
single penny against me … as
they cannot find evidence
against me they are harassing me
politically … they are not even
sparing my parents. They are
calling them too … this is
because they have failed to
defeat me politically … but let
me announce that even if they
slit my throat they will not be
able to make me bow before
them,” Banerjee said adding
unlike other leaders his spine
does not bend.
Not naming Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari who was ear-
lier in the Trinamool Congress,
and joined the BJP before the

2021 Assembly elections,
Banerjee said, “unlike many
other leaders I will not mortgage
my spine before others … there
is no point threatening me …
because howsoever do they tor-
ture me … but I will not bend
before them.”
Banerjee was addressing a social
function at Falta in Diamond

Harbour parliamentary con-
stituency.
Alerting the people against
falling in BJP and CPI(M)’s
trap who were, “laying a com-
munal trap to suit their political
games,” he said “there may be
attempts to communally divide
the people but I will not let that
happen here … I will also ask the

people not to fall into such
traps.”
Banrejee’s statement came a day
after he was summoned by the
ED in connection with the
multi-crore teachers’ recruit-
ment scam which has reported-
ly affected the employment of
about 35,000 posts. 
Taking strong note of the scam
the Calcutta High has directed
the central agencies not to beat
about the bush by arresting the
small fries but to go up to the top
and get the masterminds.
The Opposition parties like BJP,
Left and the Congress have
repeated accused the topmost
TMC leadership of mastermind-
ing not only the coal, cattle or
recruitment scam but also
municipal services scam and the
recently cracked ratioN distrib-
ution scam worth about Rs
35,000 crores.
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The Bombay High Court on
Friday quashed a First

Information Report (FIR) and
the criminal proceedings against
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
(MNS) chief Raj Thackeray
alleging that he had violated the
election code of conduct before
the civic elections of 2010.
While allowing a criminal appli-
cation filed by the MNS chief, a
HC bench of Justices AS Gad-
kari and Sharmila Deshmukh
the FIR and criminal proceed-
ings filed against him for alleged-
ly disobeying an order of a
public servant by overstaying in
Kalyan Dombivali Municipal
Corporation (KFMC) area
ahead of civic elections held in
2010.
“..the notice issued to the
Applicant (Raj) under Section
149 of Cr.P.C does not constitute
an order duly promulgated and
as such, no offence under
Section 188 of IPC is made out.
Admittedly, as cognisance was
taken of the offence without any
written complaint being filed,
the prosecution stands vitiated
being barred under Section
195(1)(a) of Cr.P.C,” the HC
bench observed. 
“Considering the aforesaid facts,
there was an express legal bar to
institution and continuation of
the proceedings and as such,
clause (6) of paragraph No. 102
of the decision of the Apex
Court in the case of State of
Haryana vs. Bhajan Lal clearly
applies,” the two judges saids.
According to the FIR lodged
against Raj in 2010, he was sup-
posed to complete campaigning

in the Kalyan and Dombivali
area by September 29, 2010, in
accordance with a circular issued
by the State Election Commis-
sion (SEC).
Acting on the SEC’s circular, the
local Deputy Commissioner of
Police had issued a notice to Raj
and asked him not to stay with-
in KDMC area beyond 10 pm
September 29, 2010. The notice
had said he couldn’t visit any
political party office, residence,
hotel, lodges, guest houses and
in case of violation, he may face
prosecution under the section
126 of the Representation of
Peoples Act.
However, Raj violated the code
of conduct by staying in a house
within KDMC beyond the noti-
fied time. The senior inspector
visited him to serve the notice.
But Thackeray refused to accept
it and it was pasted outside the
location.
Subsequently, the Dombivli-
Kalyan police had registered an
FIR against Raj under section

188 (disobedience to order by a
public servant) of the IPC for
violation of the notice.
In 2011, the police filed a charge-
sheet before the judicial magis-
trate at Kalyan. Having taken
cognisance of the FIR, the mag-
istrate summoned Raj to appear
on February 5, that year. There-
after, the MNS chief appeared
before the court and obtained
bail from the court the same
day..
Later in 2014, Raj moved the
high court through his advocate
Sayaji Nangre and sought quash-
ing of the FIR. In April 2015, the
HC on April 27, 2015 granted
stay on the proceedings and had
directed to expedite the hearing.
In his argument before the
court, Raj’s lawyer Nangre had
told the court that the section
188 of the CrPC was a non-cog-
nisable offence and therefore
proceedings could not be initi-
ated through FIR, but through
a complaint before the magis-
trate.
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The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) has updated

its guidance on treatments for
patients with Covid-19, incorpo-
rating the latest clinical trial evi-
dence for existing and new ther-
apies and takes account of evi-
dence relating to safety, progno-
sis, resources, access, and equi-
ty issues, as well as patient val-
ues and preferences.
This is the 13th update to these
guidelines given that the current

Covid-19 virus variants tend to
cause less severe disease while
immunity levels are higher due
to vaccination, leading to lower
risks of severe illness and death
for most patients. 
This update includes new base-
line risk estimates for hospital
admission in patients with non-
severe Covid-19. The new ‘mod-
erate risk’ category now includes
people previously considered
to be high risk including older
people and/or those with chron-
ic conditions, disabilities, and co-
morbidities of chronic disease.

The updated risk estimates will
assist healthcare professionals to
identify individuals at high, mo-
derate or low risk of hospital ad-
mission, and to tailor treatment
according to WHO guidelines:
People who are immunosup-
pressed remain at higher risk if
they contract COVID-19, with
an estimated hospitalization rate
of 6% while people over 65 years
old, those with conditions like
obesity, diabetes and/or chron-
ic conditions including chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease,
kidney or liver disease, cancer,

people with disabilities and
those with co-morbidities of
chronic disease are at moderate
risk, with an estimated hospital-
ization rate of 3%. Those who
are not in the high or moderate
risk categories are at low risk of
hospitalization (0.5%). Most
people are low risk.
WHO continues to strongly re-
commend nirmatrelvir-ritonavir
(also known by its brand name
‘Paxlovid’) for people at high-risk
and moderate risk of hospitaliza-
tion. The recommendations state
that nirmatrelvir-ritonavir is con-
sidered the best choice for most
eligible patients, given its thera-
peutic benefits, ease of adminis-
tration and fewer concerns about
potential harms. Nirmatrelvir-
ritonavir was first recommend-
ed by WHO in April 2022.
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The world has got the first
chikungunya vaccine,

known as Ixchiq which has
been approved by the US Food
and Drug Administration
(FDA) for individuals 18 years
of age and older who are at
increased risk of exposure to
mosquito-borne virus.
Valneva Austria GmbH, a
biotechnology company in
Vienna, Austria is the manufac-
turer of the vaccine.
Containing a live, weakened
version of the chikungunya-
causing virus, Ixchiq is admin-
istered as a single dose by injec-
tion into the muscle and may
cause symptoms in the recipient
similar to those experienced by
people having the viral disease,
the FDA said in a statement.
“Infection with chikungunya
virus can lead to severe disease
and prolonged health problems,
particularly for older adults and
individuals with underlying
medical conditions,” said Peter
Marks, director of the FDA’s
Center for Biologics Evaluation
and Research.
“Today’s approval addresses an
unmet medical need and is an

important advancement in the
prevention of a potentially debil-
itating disease with limited treat-
ment options,” said Marks.
The effectiveness of the vaccine
was determined through a clin-
ical study in individuals 18
years of age and older in the US,
the agency’s statement said.
The level of antibody generated
in the 266 vaccinated partici-
pants was “based on a level
shown to be protective in non-
human primates that had
received blood from people
who had been vaccinated”, it
said.
The study had compared the
immune response of these indi-
viduals with that of 96 partici-
pants receiving placebo, it said.
The safety of Ixchiq was evalu-
ated in two clinical studies con-
ducted in North America in
which about 3,500 participants
18 years of age and older
received a dose of the vaccine
with one study including about
1,000 participants who received
a placebo, the FDA said.
The most commonly reported
side effects were headache,
fatigue, muscle pain, joint pain,
fever, nausea and tenderness at
the injection site, the federal
agency said.
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The Bombay High Court on Friday
refused to quash the first information

report (FIR) registered against television
actor Sheezan Khan for abetting the sui-
cide of his co-actor Tunisha Sharma in
December 2022, noting that the investi-
gation prima facie reveals his complici-
ty. 
A bench of Justices Ajey Gadkari and
Sharmila Deshmukh, in its order, noted
that the allegations against Khan prima
facie revealed that his conduct in ending
the relationship with Sharma, having a
relationship with another woman and
constant quarrels had deeply affected the
actor. 
On December 24, 2022, Sharma (21) and
Khan were shooting for a television show
in a studio near Vasai on the outskirts of
Mumbai. 
Sharma and Khan had been in a relation-
ship for two months before but had bro-

ken up at his insistence. 
On the day of the incident, Sharma and
Khan allegedly fought in his makeup
room, after which she hanged herself. 
“Prima facie, it appears that the self-
esteem of the victim (Sharma) was tar-
nished by the humiliation at the hands
of the applicant (Khan),” the court said. 
The bench refused to accept Khan’s plea
that being in a relationship and breaking
up was a common facet of modern soci-
ety. 
“To submit that the breakup of a relation-
ship cannot be viewed seriously and is to
be considered a normal facet of life which
is best termed as insensitive and adding
insult to injury, particularly, when in the
instant case, a young girl of 21 years has
lost her life,” the court said. 
“The applicant intentionally mentally
harassed the victim and humiliated her
by frequently fighting with her,” it added. 
The altercation (between Sharma and
Khan on the day of the incident) proxi-

mate to the incident in question prima
facie constitutes a direct act of incitement
leading to the commission of the offence,
the court said. 
“Knowing fully well about the condition
of the victim, whether by the act of quar-
relling with the victim the requisite
intention to aid or instigate or abet the
commission of suicide was present will
have to be adjudged during the trial how-
ever, the same can safely prima facie be
inferred,” it added. 
Khan, in his plea, claimed that he was in
a relationship with Sharma for only two

months before they broke up. 
He further alleged that Sharma had a
medical history of psychiatric disorders,
namely depression, anxiety, panic attacks,
and obsessive-compulsive disorder. 
Khan claimed that he could not be pros-
ecuted for the drastic and extreme step
taken by Sharma and that he had no
“mens rea” (intention). 
The bench noted that on the day of the
incident, Sharma and Khan were togeth-
er in Khan’s makeup room and at that
time, the duo had an altercation imme-
diately after which she committed suicide. 
The bench said that Khan and Sharma
were in a relationship that the former
ended in December 2022. 
“The victim, a young girl of 21 years, was
deeply affected by the breakup and con-
tinued with her efforts to resurrect the
relationship,” the court said. 
Khan was arrested in the case a day after
the incident and was released on bail by
a magistrate’s court in March this year. 
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Jammu & Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on

Friday said the region has the
potential to become a leader in
Ayurveda because of its diverse
fauna. Sinha made the remark as
he led a consecration ceremony
at Government Ayurvedic
Medical College and hospital in
the outskirts of Jammu city. 
An idol of Bhagwan Dhan-
vantari was installed in the col-
lege during the ceremony.
Sinha during the event in
Akhnoor said, “Jammu Kashmir
has the potential to lead the
country as a wellness and
Ayurveda hub. Efforts towards
this goal can be greatly augment-
ed with the help of startups by
young entrepreneurs and
Ayurveda graduates.”
J&K is bestowed with a wide
range of medicinal and aromat-
ic plants, he said. 
“We need to run a sustained
campaign to make the farmers

aware about the huge potential
of herbs and medicinal plants so
that they can harvest fruits of
new green revolution,” he added. 
Sinha said the integration of
Yoga, Ayurveda and other
Indian systems of medicine into
the mainstream of public health
system requires the “undivided
attention” of doctors and other
stakeholders. 
“It is our collective responsibil-
ity to promote the best practices
of traditional medicine systems
and sensitize students, farmers
and the public on Ayurveda to
build a more resilient and sus-
tainable healthcare ecosystem,”
he said. 
Sinha also the college adminis-
tration to start the PG Courses. 
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The Northeast Frontier
Railway (NFR) on Friday

requested passengers not to
carry any inflammable/explo-
sive items in trains. 
As the festival season has
already set in with a lot of pas-
sengers travelling long dis-
tances to be at their homes,
they carry along all sorts of
things including firecrackers
and other inflammable materi-
als which pose a risk to safety,
an official release said.
NF Railway has launched spe-
cial campaigns to sensitise pas-
sengers not to carry inflamma-
ble items while travelling in
trains. 
Railway Protection Force
(RPF), Government Railway
Police (GRP) apart from
Travelling Ticket Examiners
(TTEs), coach attendants, train
guards and station managers
are strictly monitoring the sit-
uation to save passengers from
any danger.
Carrying inflammable objects
in trains is a punishable offence
under Section 164 of the
Railways Act, 1989 and the
offender may be penalized
with imprisonment of up to
three years or a fine of 1,000 or
both and shall be liable for any
loss, injury or damage which
may be caused by reason of
bringing such goods on the
railway, the release added.
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With plans to regain its
lost ground in Karnataka,

the BJP has by appointing B Y
Vijayendra as the party’s state
unit President sent out a clear
message to the party cadres
about handing over the baton
to the next-gen.
The move was also seen as pla-
cating the Lingayat communi-
ty, which is considered to be the
core vote base of the party with
some exceptions in the previous
Assembly polls, and also to
keep party strong man and
octogenarian leader B S
Yediyurappa in good humour. 
Vijayendra, is currently
Karnataka BJP’s Vice President. 
Vijayendra, the younger son of
Yediyurappa, who is considered
to be his political heir apparent,
will be replacing Nalin Kumar
Kateel, a three-time Lok Sabha
member from Dakshina
Kannada, who had completed
his three-year term as the BJP

state president, and was given
an extension last year in view of
the impending Assembly elec-
tions. 
The appointment of the 47-
year-old, who is the first time
MLA from Shikaripura in
Shivamogga district, just ahead
of 2024 Lok Sabha polls is sig-
nificant, as the new President
will have responsibility of gal-
vanising the party after the
drubbing in Assembly polls
held in May. 
“This appointment is in a way
surprising, but also not... But as
a party worker I’m happy that
the appointment has been
made and hope the party activ-
ities will gain momentum, with
no artificial vacuum at the
top,” a senior BJP functionary
said. 
Names of Union Minister of
State Shobha Karandlaje and
former BJP national General
Secretary C T Ravi were earli-
er doing the rounds for the post. 
There was pressure from the

party functionaries on the cen-
tral leadership to appoint a new
President along with Leader of
Opposition in the Assembly, for
some time now, as there was a
sense of unease within the
party in the state, with vacuum
at the helm, and “leaderless
party” comments being hurled
at by the Congress. 
Vijayendra has a huge task at
hand. Along with gearing up
the party for the Lok Sabha
polls, he will have to navigate
the choppy waters of the state
BJP. 
Many seniors, especially the
likes of Basangouda Patil Yatnal,
are unlikely to be excited with
this appointment, as he has
been at loggerheads with B S
Yediyurappa many a times.
Vijayendra will have to take
everyone along, in making the
BJP battle-ready as a formida-
ble opposition to Congress in
the state and will also have to
work with its new alliance part-
ner -- the JD(S). 
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Acourt in Kerala on Friday
sentenced a 63-year-old

man to 109 years of rigorous
imprisonment for raping a
minor girl whom he had adopt-
ed a few years ago.
A fast-track special court in
Adoor in this southern district
of the state awarded the punish-
ment to Thomas Samuel, a
native of Kurampala in
Pandalam. The court also
imposed a penalty of Rs 6.25
lakh on the convict. Judge A
Sameer ordered that if the fine
is not paid, Samuel would have

to undergo an additional impris-
onment of three years and two
months. 
The court also ordered that the
fine amount be handed over to
the victim, a 12-year-old girl
hailing from neighbouring
Tamil Nadu, a police statement
said here. 
The convict will have to serve a
total of 20 years in prison as his
sentence will run concurrently,
police said. 
According to the police, some
years ago the girl was staying on
the veranda of a local shop here
with her two siblings and pater-
nal grandmother after their par-

ents abandoned them. 
On learning about their plight,
the child welfare panel took steps
to ensure their safety. Based on
that, three local families adopt-
ed the three children, promising
them a safe and secure life. 
The victim was adopted by
Samuel and his wife who had no
children. However, after the girl
reached their home, the man
allegedly started misbehaving
with her and subjected her to
cruel sexual assault and torture
after threatening her during a
period of one year between
March 2021 and May 2022,
police further said. 
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Shortly after the Supreme
Court left the decision on its

implementation to the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Government,  the  Delhi
Government on Friday said
that it is postponing its plan to
implement the odd-even car
rationing scheme in the nation-
al capital amid a slight
improvement in air quality.
“For the last 8-10 days, due to
stagnant wind speed and
decreasing temperature, pollu-
tion levels reached a severe plus
category. But, the weather has
changed since last night. It’s
been raining since last night,
which resulted in a higher
wind speed and continuous
improvement in the pollution
levels. Considering this, the
government has decided to
suspend the implementation of
the odd-even scheme, which
was scheduled from November
13 to November 20th,” Delhi
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai said, addressing a press
conference shortly after the
Supreme Court left the decision
on its implementation to the
ruling Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) government
“The Delhi government will

now only consider imple-
menting the odd-even scheme
after a review of air quality
post-Diwali, Rai said.
The Supreme Court on Friday
made it clear that the decision
on introducing the odd-even
car rationing scheme in the
national capital has to be taken
by the city government and
pulled it up for shifting the bur-
den onto the court. During the
hearing in the top court on
Friday, a bench headed by
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul said
the court had nothing to do
with the odd-even scheme and
it had never said that it should
also apply to taxis entering
Delhi from the adjoining states.

Rai had earlier said the scheme
will be implemented in the city
after the Supreme Court
reviews its effectiveness and
issues an order.
The Environment Minister
stated that there was a hearing
regarding the pollution issue in
the Supreme Court on
Thursday. The Delhi govern-
ment has presented its argu-
ments on several issues. After
reviewing the court's decision,
the government will take fur-
ther steps.
On Tuesday, the Supreme
Court questioned the effec-
tiveness of the Delhi govern-
ment's car-rationing scheme,
aimed at curbing vehicular
pollution, and referred to it as
"all optics".
Anticipating further deterio-
ration of the air quality post-
Diwali, Rai on Monday
announced that the scheme,
which permits cars to operate
on alternate days based on the
odd or even last digit of their
registration numbers, would be
enforced between November
13 and November 20.
Soon after the Delhi govern-
ment’s announcement of the
odd even scheme, it created a

controversy and allegations of
misrepresentation. Delhi
Lieutenant Governor (L-G)
VK Saxena on Tuesday said the
odd-even scheme announced
by the Aam Aadmi Party gov-
ernment is nothing but an
attempt to ‘mislead’ people
and courts to ‘divert’ attention
from the crisis caused by air
pollution in the national capi-
tal. An official at Raj Niwas
said, “The file clearly shows
that the decision to imple-
ment the scheme as a part of
measures under the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP)
stage-IV was not approved by
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai.”
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
was out of town when the
proposal was under discus-
sion, leading to his office defer-
ring a decision regarding the
odd-even rule, the official
added. Meanwhile, Rai refuted
Saxena’s claims and said offi-
cials are ‘misleading’ the L-G.
Rai said, “The decision to
implement the odd-even
scheme was taken on
November 6. How can the
scheme be mentioned in the
file on November 4 then?
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Delhi Environment Minister
Gopal Rai has written to

the Transport Ministers of
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
requesting them to issue direc-
tions to the concerned to
ensure that all the vehicles not
destined to Delhi should be
diverted through Eastern and
Western Peripheral Expressway
right at their entry points
before the city Border. Earlier
in the day, during a press con-
ference, Rai had expressed con-
cerns over the negligence in the
implementation of the ban on
the entry of polluting trucks
into Delhi at smaller entry
points.
Rai, in his letter, said, “I would
like to bring to your kind
notice that during the visit of
cabinet ministers of Delhi on
various borders in the night of
09-11-2023, it was noticed that
non destined vehicles, which
were supposed to be diverted
through the Eastern and
Western Peripheral ways are
entering through the border
and plying via Delhi for their
out of Delhi destinations, caus-
ing vehicular air pollution in
Delhi.”
He further wrote that in this
regard, it is requested that
directions be issued to the
concerned to ensure that all the

non-destined vehicles should
be diverted through Eastern
and Western Peripheral
Expressway right at their entry
points before Delhi Border.
Accordingly, additional
Enforcement Teams may be
deployed at all the Entry Points
to Peripheral ways to ensure the
implementation of the afore-
said directions.
Earlier, Rai said many of his
Cabinet colleagues went to
inspect various borders of
Delhi and found that vehicle
entries were being monitored at
Singhu, Bahadurgarh,
Shahdara, Ghaziabad, and
Gurugram borders. Vehicles
banned from entry were being
sent back. However, there are
many small entry points from
UP and Haryana where the
monitoring was not as effective.
Therefore, instructions were

issued to the Delhi Transport
Commissioner and Delhi
Police to ensure proper check-
ing of vehicles even at these
smaller entry points.
“At the Singhu border, I
observed that the vehicles being
sent back were causing traffic
jams. After discussions with
local people and officials there,
it was concluded that if these
vehicles were diverted to the
Eastern and Western Peripheral
Expressways right from the
beginning, it would prevent the
situation of traffic jams. Hence,
I wrote a letter today to the
Transport Ministers of UP and
Haryana, requesting them to
deploy additional teams that
would redirect these vehicles to
the Eastern and Western
Peripheral Expressways from
the starting points,” the minis-
ter said during a press confer-

ence on Friday.
According to a report by the
Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE), 31 per
cent of Delhi's pollution orig-
inates from sources within the
national capital, while 69 per
cent stems from sources in
NCR states.Currently, Delhi is
under a Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP), enforcing
a ban on the entry of trucks and
diesel buses except for essential
goods and services. Complaints
arose about diesel trucks and
buses entering Delhi from
neighboring states continu-
ously, despite bans.
The Environment Minister
appealed to Delhiites to con-
tribute to maintaining the cur-
rent reduced level of pollution.
He initiated the 'Diya Jalao,
Patake Nahi’ campaign. Diyas
were lit up at the residence at
civil lines to mark the begin-
ning of this campaign. On the
occasion, the Environment
Minister mentioned that col-
lective efforts from the public
are pivotal in keeping pollution
in check. He appealed to
Delhiites to celebrate Diwali
with diyas, stating the two-
pronged objective of the cam-
paign, which is to stop people
from bursting firecrackers and
encouraging them to celebrate
Diwali with diyas.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has sought a

probe report from his Vigilance
Minister on a complaint alleg-
ing Chief Secretary Naresh
Kumar's son was employed by
a relative of a landowner who
received an enhanced com-
pensation for land acquired for
a road project.  Kumar dubbed
the complaint as an act of
"mudslinging". "The disgrun-
tled elements against whom
vigilance action was taken are
undertaking such mudsling-
ing," the chief secretary said. He
added that proactive action,
including initiating a CBI
probe, was ensured against the
officer concerned.
According to sources, the chief
minister marked the complaint,
received by the Delhi govern-
ment in October, to Vigilance
Minister Atishi and sought a
detailed report on it with facts.
The vigilance minister's office
said in a statement that allega-
tion against the chief secretary
was that he "benefitted his
son's company by Rs 315
crore." The complaint has been
sent to the vigilance minister
for a detailed enquiry, it added.
A 19-acre land at Bamnoli vil-
lage in southwest Delhi was
acquired by the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) for the construction of
Dwarka Expressway in 2018
and an initial award of Rs
41.52 crore was decided by the

district authorities. The
landowners had challenged the
compensation and finally it
was raised to Rs 353.79 crore by
South West Delhi district mag-
istrate Hemant Kumar in May
this year.
Hemant Kumar was later sus-
pended by the Ministry of
Home Affairs in the matter.
Also, the Delhi High Court
recently set aside the award of
Rs 353.79 crore.

It was alleged by the com-
plainant that the Delhi chief
secretary's son worked in a
realty firm, a director of which
was the son-in-law of Subhash
Chand Kathuria, one of the
owners of the land acquired in
Bamnoli village. The award
was raised to Rs 353.79 crore
on May 15. Divisional
Commissioner Ashwani
Kumar on June 2 flagged the
matter to the chief Secretary,
government officers said.
The chief secretary directed

the divisional commissioner to
monitor the matter on a fort-
nightly basis and later also
asked the Directorate of

Vigilance to probe it, they said.
Sources said the Centre after
considering the recommenda-
tions of the CVO-cum-Chief
Secretary (which were sent to
the Govt. of India with the
approval of the Hon’ble Lt. Page
4 of 4 Governor), has referred
the case to premier investigat-
ing agency CBI on October 20,
to inquire into the matter.
“The matter has already been
recommended to CBI for probe
then there is no issue to raise
it . Lets wait for the CBI probe
outcome”, sources said adding
the Delhi government is trying
to divert the issue.
Further, departmental action
against the district magistrate
were recommended to the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on September 20, they
added. 
The Delhi High Court recent-
ly set aside an award of Rs 353
crore passed by district magis-
trate Hemant Kumar in matter
of compensation for land
acquisition in southwest Delhi's
Bamnoli village. During his
tenure as the DM of South
West district, the 2013-batch
AGMUT (Arunachal Pradesh,
Goa, Mizoram and Union
Territories)-cadre Indian
Administrative Services officer,
Hemant Kumar, as an arbitra-
tor, had increased the com-
pensation amount of the 19-
acre land being acquired by
National Highways Authority
of India from Rs 41.5 crore to
Rs 353.8 crore.
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In a Diwali bonanza, Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Vinai

Kumar Saxena has approved
the first restructuring of the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
Subordinate Services
(GNCTDSS) cadre, paving the
way for 13000 Group "C" and
"B" employees to get promot-
ed as Group "A" officers. The
GNCTDSS was previously
known as DASS, which was
constituted in 1967.
According to Raj Niwas offi-
cials, “In a major relief to
about 13,000 Group C and
Group B employees of the
Delhi government, facing stag-
nation and demoralising ser-
vice conditions, LG V K
Saxena has approved the first
cadre restructuring of the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
Subordinate Services
(GNCTDSS). Officers of the
DASS, who enter services as
Group C employees, will now
be able to get promoted as
Group A officers”..
“DASS was constituted in 1967
and was not restructured for
the last 56 years, while accord-
ing to the extant rules and pro-
visions, the mandate is to
restructure it every five years,
the official said.
Owing to the non-restructur-
ing, there was acute stagnation
in the GNCTDSS cadre and
directly recruited Grade-II

(DASS) or assistant section
officers (ASOs) could get only
one promotion in their entire
career, rising up to the level of
Grade-I(DASS) or section offi-
cer (SO) (Group-B, gazetted).
At the far end of their service,
only a minuscule number of
them could get promotion to
the post of entry grade of the
DANICS (Delhi, Andaman
and Nicobar Island Civil
Services),  the off icial
explained.
The proposal for restructuring
of the cadre was earlier con-
sidered by the Delhi govern-
ment and a committee under
the chairmanship of S N Sahai
was formed. However, the
restructuring could not mate-
rialise.
"Considering the long-time
demand of the GNCTDSS
cadre officials, the matter of
restructuring of the cadre was
deliberated upon with the
Ministry of Home Affairs.
With the concurrence of the
MHA, finance department
and law department of the
Delhi government, the LG

approved that 217 specific
posts will be abolished and
created at Pay Level-11
(Group-A posts) within the
GNCTDSS, with the appro-
priate nomenclature of these
posts to be decided in consul-
tation with the departments
concerned," the official said.
These newly-created posts of
the department will  be
manned by the existing offi-
cers till the eligible Grade-I
officers of the GNCTDSS are
promoted and posted to
replace them.The officials of
the GNCTDSS, having mini-
mum nine years of regular ser-
vice as Grade-I officers, shall
be considered for promotion
against such 217 posts.
The promoted off icers
appointed against such newly-
created 217 posts shall not be
posted or deployed against
any Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) or DANICS
posts, or posts of similar pay
scales in any other cadre,
organisation or department.
The channel of submission of
files shall be ensured in such
a manner so that no entry-
grade DANICS officer would
be required to report to such
senior scale officers of the
GNCTDSS.
In August, Delhi Services
Minister Atishi had objected to
the restructuring of the DASS
cadre by the LG as a "complete
violation" of a Supreme Court
order and the GNCTD
(Amendment) Act, 2023. 
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The JNU administration has
received a complaint from

some students over the alleged
depiction of king Mahabali
draped in the colours of the
Palestinian flag in an Onam
poster. They alleged that their
religious sentiments were hurt
by the depiction.
"See the political manipulation
of King Mahabali who was a
devotee of Lord Vishnu to
support Hamas... A group of
students belonging to Kerala
have complained as it hurt
their feelings," Vice Cancellor
Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit,
said.

The students have raised
objection to the extended fes-
tivities of Onam which was cel-
ebrated in August and
Suggested that the upcoming
festival of Diwali could have
been celebrated in its place, she
added.
JNUSU president Aishe Ghosh
claimed that no such complaint
has been made by the students
and alleged that the adminis-
tration is lying due to the crit-
icism received by several politi-
cians over the cancellation of
Onam celebrations at the uni-
versity's Convention Centre.
The Onam poster does not

specifically show solidarity
with Palestine and stands for

several other issues happening
around the world, she added.
"No complaint has been made
by the students. The adminis-
tration is lying since the issue
has been criticised widely in the
southern India," she said.
Ghosh further said that the

administration had previously
allowed holding of various reli-
gious festivals at the
Convention Centre, but the
permission for Onam celebra-
tions at the venue was withheld.

"JNUSU had opposed the
Garbh Sanskar programme
organised at the Convention
Centre by an organisation affil-
iated to the RSS which aimed
at imparting cultural and patri-
otic values to infants while still
in the womb. Did she cancel
these events?" she asked.
Meanwhile, the JNU admin-

istration on Thursday claimed
that no permission for food fes-
tival on Onam was sent to the
vice chancellor and the "polit-
ically manipulated" poster was
later changed to food festival
for Onam. An acknowledge-
ment receipt of the booking,
however, was shared by Ghosh
on X.
Responding to Congress MP

Shashi Tharoor's post over the
issue on X, the JNU's official
social media handel said, "Half
truths need to be verified and
condemned not glorified."
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Four balconies of Tower D in
Chintels Paradiso society

collapsed on Thursday night,
the president of the housing
complex has claimed.
No casualties or property dam-
age occurred during the inci-
dent. Tower D had been closed
off, and its surrounding area
cordoned off since November
2022 under the orders of the
Gurugram deputy commis-
sioner, which likely contributed
to the absence of any harm.
This housing complex gained
public attention earlier in 2022
when a segment of the sixth
floor of Tower D collapsed,
tragically resulting in the loss
of two lives. Subsequently, in
structural audit reports con-
ducted by IIT Delhi, five out of
the nine towers in the complex

were deemed "unsafe for habi-
tation." The society has nine
towers in total.
"Four balconies of Tower D col-
lapsed last night but no one was
injured in the incident as the
tower is vacant," Rakesh
Hooda, the president of the
housing society, said.
"Towers E and F were vacated
in June 2023 while the orders
for evacuation of Towers G and
H were also issued but around
four families in Tower G and 10
in Tower H are forced to stay
back in the absence of adequate
rehabilitation," he added.
The CBI has taken over the
investigation into the partial
collapse of the Chintels
Paradiso project. The Supreme
Court is also hearing the plea
of residents seeking compen-
sation and action against the
developer.
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Delhi Revenue Minister
Atishi on Friday held a

high-level meeting with all dis-
trict magistrates to ensure
smooth preparations for
Chhath Puja.
According to a statement, the
government is preparing over
1,000 ghats for Chhath and
Atishi asked the officials to pay
special attention to hygiene at
the ghats.
"Atishi held a high-level meet-
ing with all district magis-
trates to ensure smooth prepa-
rations this year. She directed
officials to start all necessary
preparations for Chhath
Mahaparv to avoid the last-
minute rush, ensuring devotees
face no issues," the statement
said.
"Additionally, she directed an
increase in the size of some

Chhath ghats at specific loca-
tions to accommodate more
devotees.
"This year too, the city gov-
ernment is preparing more
than 1,000 ghats for Chhath
Puja. All of them will be pro-
vided with facilities like water,
tents, electricity, toilets, secu-
rity, medical and power back-
up. Along with this, the gov-
ernment will also facilitate
Maithili-Bhojpuri cultural pro-
grammes on its ghats through
its academy," the statement
added. “The Revenue Minister
mentioned that all district col-
lectors should ensure necessary
arrangements at designated
ghats in their districts. They
should initiate discussions with
local Chhath Puja commit-
tees, gather suggestions, and
make preparations according-
ly to successfully conduct
Chhath Puja events,”it said.
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As the fourth stage of the
Graded Response Actions

Plan (GRAP) invoked due to
deteriorating air quality index
in the national capital, the
Delhi University has declared
an early winter break from
November 13-19. All colleges
and institutes of the universi-
ty have been asked to declare
the winter break.
"In order to tide over the pre-
vailing environmental pollution
caused by severe air quality and
implementation of GRAP-IV
measures in Delhi, it has been
decided to declare November
13 to 19 as winter break for the
university and its colleges," the
notification issued on Thursday
read.
The university has also revised
the examination date for its
undergraduate (UG) and post-
graduate (PG) courses which
will begin from December 20
and January 8,                 respec-
tively, it said. The winter break,
which is usually given in
December, has been revised
keeping in mind the GRAP-IV
measures being implemented
amid the prevailing air pollu-
tion in Delhi.
The examination schedule for
these courses will be released
soon, an official said.
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On the eve of Diwali, Delhi
got another significant

lighted landmark on its skyline,
with Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on Friday
inaugurating the illumination
of 166 metres Chimney Tower
at Rajghat Power Plant, making
it the tallest illuminated struc-
ture of the National Capital.
With the Qutub Minar in
South Delhi, Pitampura TV
Tower in North/West Delhi,

this illuminated column of
light will become the out-
standing landmark for
Central/East Delhi, about 09
months after,  Saxena first vis-
ited it, officials said.    
This is in line with Saxena’s

commitment to beautify the
National Capital by creating
permanent assets and will serve
as a new landmark of the ITO
metropolitan city centre, espe-
cially for the lakhs of people
entering the central city area on
a daily basis to and from across
the River Yamuna. It also
promises to unfold further sur-
prises that are to be opened up
subsequently, through refur-
bishment and adaptive
reuse/repurposing of the Power
Plant precinct.
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India and the US on Friday took
stock of their strong defence here

during bilateral talks between
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and
his counterpart Lloyd Austin.  He
said the two countries will co-pro-
duce an infantry combat vehicle as
part of defence industrial coopera-
tion.
Giving details of the talks, defence
ministry officials said the two
Ministers comprehensively discussed
a wide range of defence and strate-
gic issues. There was particular focus
on enhancing defence industrial
cooperation and getting the defence
industries from both sides together

to cooperatively co-develop and co-
produce defence systems.
The Ministers explored ways and
means to advance their defence
technology cooperation with joint
research in critical areas. They
reviewed the progress of the India-
US Defence Industrial Ecosystem,
INDUS-X, which was launched in
June this year and aims to expand the
strategic technology partnership and
defence industrial cooperation
between the governments, busi-
nesses and academic institutions of
India and US.
Secretary Austin welcomed India’s
decision to elevate to full member-
ship of the Combined Maritime
Forces, a multilateral construct head-
quartered in Bahrain.

Rajnath symbolically handed over to
Secretary Austin some items recov-
ered in Assam as part of the US
Defence POW MIA Accounting
Agency Mission. The items include
parts of parachute, uniform and air-
plane of the US forces from the
World War II-era. The Ministers,
before concluding, drew up an agen-
da for future joint work for their
teams. Talking to reporters after the
‘2+2’ defence and foreign minister-
ial dialogue, Austin said, “We are
working together to co-produce an
armoured vehicle and that is
extremely important.”
To a question, he said the talks cov-
ered a wide range of issues including
the rising security challenges from
China.  At the same time, he said the

US-India relationship is not just
based on challenges that China rep-
resents but it is based on shared val-
ues between the two countries.
Asked about the project under which
India will procure 31 MQ-9B drones
from the US, Austin said it will be
announced at the right time.
Officials in the government are
doing everything possible to make
sure that India gets that capability as
quickly as possible, he said.
We are stepping up US-India defence
activities in multiple domains —
from space to under sea, Austin said.
We exchanged views on major devel-
opments in Indo-Pacific region,
Middle East and Ukraine, he said.
Austin said the US-India cooperation
is stronger than ever.
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Reports on the three Bills
which seek to replace the

criminal and procedural laws
were submitted to Rajya Sabha
chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar
on Friday.
The Vice President’s Secretariat
informed that chairman of the
Standing Committee on Home
Brij Lal called on Dhankhar in
Parliament and handed over
the three reports.
Soon after Home Minister
Amit Shah had introduced the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita and the Bharatiya
Sakshya Bills in Lok Sabha in
August, he had urged the
Speaker to refer the measures
to the standing committee for

threadbare examination.
Shah had described the current
set of laws guiding the crimi-
nal jurisprudence as a colonial
legacy, a reference to their
British Raj provenance, and
asserted that they focussed on
punishment while the pro-
posed laws give primacy to jus-
tice.
The standing committee on
Home, which comes under
the Rajya Sabha secretariat,
was given three months to

examine the bills which seek to
replace the Indian Penal Code,
CrPC and the Evidence Act.
The three laws form the back-
bone of Indian criminal
jurisprudence.
Earlier this month, the parlia-
mentary panel had adopted the
three reports offering a slew of
amendments but sticking to
their Hindi names, with near-
ly 10 opposition members sub-
mitting dissent notes.
The committee has recom-
mended taking a more strin-
gent view of deaths caused by
negligence amid criticism that
the current statute is too
lenient.
The committee has also pro-
posed a reduction in sentence
for those convicted of deterring
public servant from discharg-
ing their duties.
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Army Chief General Manoj
Pande has urged the

Military Engineer Services
(MES) to endeavour to be in
sync with the technological
advancements happening in
the industry and adopt mod-
ern construction methods.
He said this in his address at
a two-day engineer conclave
on infrastructure develop-
ment and sustenance held on
November 8 and 9 at the
Manekshaw Centre at Delhi
Cantonment, it was learnt.
Pande addressed a gathering
of about 550 officials from the
Army, Navy, Air Force and
Coast Guard, MES, and rep-
resentatives from the con-
struction industry, academia
and research organisations,
they said.
Delivering the keynote
address, the Army chief urged
the MES to endeavour to be
“in sync with the technolog-
ical advancements” happen-
ing in the industry and “adopt
modern practices as a norm”.
He highlighted certain fun-
damental issues that need to
be addressed by the MES, like
knowledge sharing, through
engagement with other gov-
ernment departments and
external agencies, exploring
modern project management
methods to minimise time
cost overrun and improve
quality of construction with
technology infusion, the
sources said.
Speakers from various fields
spoke on pertinent construc-

tion aspects, including emerg-
ing technologies like 3D con-
struction, precast methods,
cold climate concreting,
underground storage,
automation tools, net zero
buildings, green norms and
contract management.
The speakers included indus-
try experts on various sub-
jects, pioneers in green norms
on geo-thermal topics, indus-
try litigators, contract man-
agers, and subject experts,
sources said.
Engineer-in-Chief, Lt General
Arvind Walia while delivering
the welcome address, reiter-
ated the national mood in
developing infrastructure and
the role of the MES in nation-
building, being one of the
largest construction agencies
in the country. 
He elaborated on the time-
cost-quality paradigm and
the plans of the MES to opti-
mise the balance between the
three aspects.
The event also marked the
beginning of a series of such
interactions, so as to make the
organisation more contem-
porary and effective, they
said.
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The 4th edition of bilater-
al exercise between Indian

Navy and Bangladesh Navy,
BONGOSAGAR-23, and the
5th edition of Coordinated
Patrol (CORPAT) by the two
navies was conducted in the
Northern Bay of Bengal for
three ending Thursday, offi-
cials said here on Friday.
Giving details of the drills,
they said ships and aircraft
from both navies undertook
joint patrolling along the
International  Marit ime
Boundary Line (IMBL), and
subsequently conducted mar-
itime exercises to enhance
interoperability.
Indian Navy ships Kuthar,
Kiltan and Maritime Patrol
Aircraft (MPA) Dornier par-
ticipated in the exercise along
with Bangladesh Navy Ships
Abu Bakr, Abu Ubaidah and
MPA. 
The ships undertook com-
munication drills, surface
gun-shoots, tactical manoeu-
vres and other exercises that
culminated with a steam 
past.
The CORPAT-23 also includ-
ed the maiden Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) drills conducted
between the two navies
wherein a Search and Rescue
scenario at sea was exercised.
Regular bilateral exercises
and coordinated patrols have
strengthened mutual under-
standing and cooperation
between the two navies.
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Amid soaring levels of toxic
air in the national Capital,

the Union Health Ministry has
issued a comprehensive advi-
sory asking Delhi and its neigh-
bouring States to strengthen
the healthcare system to deal
with any rush of patients trig-
gered by poor air quality that
may worsen in the upcoming
festive season.
In a letter  to the health depart-
ments of Delhi, Haryana,
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan this week, Director
General of Health Services
(DGHS) Atul Goel also asked
schools and students to take
proactive measures to combat
the escalating pollution crisis
including promoting  bicycle
usage among higher-grade stu-
dents. Ensuring proper venti-
lation in classrooms and advo-
cating for ‘wet mopping’ of
floors are among the other
measures suggested to enhance
indoor air quality, said the let-
ter.
Goel reminded that air pollu-
tion not only accounts for
acute illnesses but also precip-
itates exacerbation of chronic
illnesses of respiratory, car-
diovascular and cerebrovascu-
lar systems. In fact, RML hos-
pital in Delhi and JJ hospital in
Mumbai have already set up
‘pollution’ wards to handle
health problems such as asth-
ma, chronic inflammatory lung
disease and dry coughs trig-
gered by toxic air.
In a bid to reduce emissions,
the advisory suggests the adop-
tion of electric cars and public

transport for school commut-
ing. Additionally, it encourages
schools to promote bicycle
usage among higher-grade stu-
dents. 
Ensuring proper ventilation in
classrooms and advocating for
‘wet mopping’ of floors are
among the other measures sug-
gested to enhance indoor air
quality.
Union Health Secretary
Sudhansh Pant has called for
comprehensive district and
city-level action plans to com-
bat air pollution, aligning with
state-level initiatives.
“The consequences are graver
for vulnerable population such
as children, pregnant women,
older people, those with pre-
existing illnesses, and those
exposed due to their occupa-
tions such as those involved in
traffic policing and munici-
pality work, etc.,” Dr Goel said
and urged the state authorities
for necessary healthcare pre-
paredness.
This would require increased
allocation of beds, stock
updates on medicines and
equipment related to case man-
agement, capacity building of
health workforce, and
enhanced public awareness.
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Union Ministr y of
Information and

Broadcasting on Friday invit-
ed comments on the
Broadcasting Ser vices
(Regulation) Bill 2023. The
Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act of 1995 has
been in effect for three
decades, serving as the pri-
mary legislation overseeing
content on linear broadcast-
ing, including cable networks. 
However, the broadcasting
landscape has undergone sig-
nificant changes in the inter-
im. Technological advance-
ments have introduced new
platforms such as DTH, IPTV,
OTT, and various integrated
models.
With the digitisation of the
broadcasting sector, especially
in cable TV, there is a growing
need to streamline the regula-
tory framework. This involves
ensuring ease of doing business
and enhancing adherence to
the Programme Code and
Advertisement Code by the
broadcasters and Distribution
Platform Operators.
Recognizing the need for a
more cohesive approach, the
existing fragmented regulato-
ry framework is required to be
replaced with a new, compre-
hensive law.
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, Government of
India has proposed a draft
Broadcasting Ser vices
(Regulation) Bill, 2023. The
draft Bill provides for a con-
solidated framework to regu-
late the broadcasting services
in the country and seeks to
replace the existing Cable
Television Networks
(Regulation) Act, 1995 and
other Policy Guidelines cur-

rently governing the broad-
casting sector in the country.
The Bill streamlines regula-
tory processes, extends its
purview to cover the Over-
the-Top(OTT) content and
digital news, and introduces
contemporary definitions and
provisions for emerging tech-
nologies.  It seeks to provide
for Content Evaluation
Committees and a Broadcast
Advisory Council for self-
regulation, different program
and advertisement code for
dif ferent Broadcasting
Network Operators,
Accessibility measures for
persons with disabilities, and
statutory penalties, etc.
The Bill comprises of Six
Chapters, 48 Sections and
three Schedules. The key
highlights  includes
Consolidation and
Modernization to addresses a
long standing need of con-
solidating and updating the
regulatory provisions for var-
ious broadcasting services
under a single legislative
framework. 
This move streamlines the
regulatory process, making it
more efficient and contem-
porary. It extends its regula-
tory purview to encompass
broadcasting over-the-top
(OTT) content and digital
news and current affairs cur-
rently regulated through IT
Act, 2000 and regulations
made there under.
Another step is
Contemporary Definitions
and Future-Ready Provisions
to keep pace with the evolv-
ing technologies and services,
the bill introduces compre-
hensive definitions for con-
temporary broadcasting terms
and incorporates provisions
for emerging broadcasting
technologies.
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Working under the sun causes nearly one in
three deaths from non-melanoma skin

cancer, according to an international study
including researchers from the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the International
Labour Organization (ILO).
They found that outdoor workers carry a large and
increasing burden of non-melanoma skin cancer,
which refers to a group of cancers that develop
in the upper layers of the skin. The condition is
“rarely lethal but surgical treatment is painful and
often disfiguring,” according to the WHO.
The research estimated that in 2019, 1.6 billion
people of working age (15 years or older) were
exposed to solar ultraviolet radiation while work-
ing outdoors, roughly 28 per cent of all working-
age people.
Further, in that year alone, working outdoors in
the sun caused almost 19,000 deaths across 183
countries from non-melanoma skin cancer, about
65 per cent of which were in men, the study pub-
lished in the journal Environment International
said. From the research, the WHO called for more
action to protect workers from hazardous outdoor
work in the sunlight.
As skin cancer develops after years or even decades
of exposure, workers must be protected from solar
ultraviolet radiation at work from young work-
ing age onwards, the WHO said in a statement.
“Unprotected exposure to solar ultraviolet radi-
ation at work is a major cause of occupational skin
cancer,” said Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
WHO Director-General.
In this study, the researchers found that the occu-
pational hazard of “exposure to solar ultraviolet
radiation” had the third highest attributable bur-
den of cancer deaths globally.
Between 2000 and 2019, skin cancer deaths attrib-
utable to occupational exposure to sunlight
almost doubled, increasing by 88 per cent from
10,088 deaths in 2000 to roughly 19,000 deaths
in 2019, the study found.
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The world has got the first chikungunya vac-
cine, known as Ixchiq which has been

approved by the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) for individuals 18
years of age and older who are at increased risk
of exposure to mosquito-borne virus.
Valneva Austria GmbH, a biotechnology
company in Vienna, Austria is the manufac-
turer of the vaccine.
Containing a live, weakened version of the
chikungunya-causing virus, Ixchiq is admin-
istered as a single dose by injection into the
muscle and may cause symptoms in the
recipient similar to those experienced by peo-
ple having the viral disease, the FDA said in
a statement.
“Infection with chikungunya virus can lead to

severe disease and prolonged health problems,
particularly for older adults and individuals
with underlying medical conditions,” said
Peter Marks, director of the FDA’s Center for
Biologics Evaluation and Research.
“Today’s approval addresses an unmet med-
ical need and is an important advancement in
the prevention of a potentially debilitating dis-
ease with limited treatment options,” said
Marks.
The effectiveness of the vaccine was deter-
mined through a clinical study in individu-
als 18 years of age and older in the US, the
agency’s statement said.
The level of antibody generated in the 266 vac-
cinated participants was “based on a level
shown to be protective in non-human pri-
mates that had received blood from people
who had been vaccinated”, it said.

+	��!�&�������������
("��,�&,�
��-�((�����$("�.

�
���'����
����
�������
�
���	�
�����
��#��������'���	+���������
�
���	���'��?�5�	�������>���
����



����	���/��������	�
���
����� 
������������������

��)�������'�������.�����3
0
�
�	

Dhanvantari Puja, along
with Shishyopananayan

Sanskar and National Ayurveda
Day, was celebrated at
Dhanvantari Bhavan by Faculty
of Ayurveda, Institute of
Medical Sciences (IMS),
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) here on Friday. The
chief guest on the occasion was
Prof Anand Kumar Tyagi, Vice-
Chancellor (V-C), Mahatma
Gandhi Kashi Vidyapeeth
(MGKV) while the guests of
honour were Prof Dorji
Damdul, Head of Faculty, Sowa
Rigpa, Central Institute of
Higher Tibetan Studies,
Sarnath, Prof SN Shankhwar,
Director, IMS BHU, and Prof
{radeep Kumar Goswami,
Chairman of the programme
and Dean, Faculty of Ayurveda,
IMS BHU. On the auspicious
occasion of Dhanteras, the
Dean and other faculty mem-
bers worshiped Lord
Dhanvantari and prayed for the
health of the world with vari-
ous Ayurvedic medicines, flow-
ers and fruits. In the
Shishyopanayan Sanskar,
Ayurveda Samhita, Siddhant
Darshan, Dravyaguna
Department and other depart-
ments applied ‘tilak’ to all the
students of BAMS, MD, Junior
and Senior Residents. An oath
was also administered for the
study of Ayurveda, which was
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Amidst tight security
arrangements, thousands

of devotees thronged the
famous Annapurna Mandir
near Dwadasa Jyotirlinga Kashi
Vishwanath Mandir to have
‘darshan’ of golden idol of Maa
Annapurna on the auspicious
occasion of Dhanteras here on
Friday. As the temple is locat-
ed in the red zone of super sen-
sitive Gyanvapi premises, elab-
orate security arrangements
were made and each devotee
was only allowed after being
checked through metal detec-
tors.  In view of the rush of
devotees, the adjoining areas
were barricaded. Queues of
devotees were seen even in
Dashashwamedh-Godowlia
areas. The Dhanteras Parv (fes-
tival) will continue for five
days and it is the first time
when the same has been
extended to five days, instead
of four. The darshan of the

golden idol began after
Peethadishwar Shankar Puri
offered Shodashopachara puja
and Mangla aarti.  During the
next five days till November 14,
the people can have darshan of
this golden idol daily between
4 am to 11 pm except 12 noon
to 12.30 pm when Bhog Aarti
is performed. Every year this
golden idol is taken out only
once on this auspicious occa-

sion. In the afternoon hours
there was a heavy rush when
‘anndhan’ (coins and lava) was
distributed. The Banarasis
believe that keeping the coins
in the houses brings Maa
Annapurna’s blessings on their
family. The reference of this
golden idol of Maa Annapurna
is seen in Bhishma Purana
and other ancient books. Its
evidence is available since 1601

AD which was the time of
Mahant Keshav Puri. To main-
tain law and order elaborate
security arrangements were
made and senior district and
police officers were camping
there to keep a watch on the sit-
uation. The rush of devotees to
offer prayers to Goddess
Annapurna was also seen in the
Shri Kashi Vishwanath Dham
and the same will continue for
five days till  Annakoot
Mahotsav. The doors of the
Annapurna Mandir were
opened after the aarti for the
devotees to have darshan of the
idol of Goddess Annapurna.
The temple was decorated with
attractive lighting and tableaux.
This idol of the goddess
Annapurna was installed at
the Shri Kashi Vishwanath
Dham two years ago by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath after
it was brought back from
Canada as the idol was stolen
from the  city more than 100
years ago. 
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In a groundbreaking research,
Dr Prashant Singh and his

research team from the
Department of Botany, Institute
of Science, Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) have identi-
fied two plant growth pro-
moting rhizobacteria (PGPR)
strains that act as potent prim-
ing agents, significantly aug-
menting wheat protection
against spot blotch (SB).
Notably, the team’s research
marking the first of its kind
reveals a remarkable inheri-
tance of this priming effect to
the progeny providing a
promising non-pesticide alter-
native for sustainable crop pro-
tection. The findings of this
groundbreaking research have
been published in the presti-
gious Q1/Q2 peer-reviewed
journal, Physiological and
Molecular Plant Pathology, sig-
nalling the significance and
credibility of the study.

“Spot blotch, caused by
the fungus Bipolaris sorokini-
ana, is a devastating foliar dis-
ease that poses a significant
threat to wheat crops world-
wide. Conventional methods of
combating the disease often
involve the use of chemical pes-
ticides, contributing to envi-
ronmental concerns and rais-
ing questions about the sus-
tainability of crop protection
strategies,” he said, adding that
his team focused on identify-
ing biological alternatives to
chemical pesticides and

through rigorous experimen-
tation, we isolated two specif-
ic PGPR strains that exhibited
a remarkable priming effect on
wheat plants, significantly
enhancing their resistance to
spot blotch. According to him,
the key breakthrough lies in the
revelation that the priming
effect is not only effective in the
treated plants but is inherited
by the progeny. “This heri-
tability factor suggests a poten-
tial long-term solution for
wheat protection against spot
blotch, reducing the depen-
dence on chemical interven-
tions. The discovery holds
immense promise for sustain-
able agriculture by providing a
non-pesticide alternative for
managing spot blotch in wheat
crops. With the inherited prim-
ing effect, farmers may be able
to cultivate crops with
enhanced resistance to the dis-
ease, reducing the need for

chemical inputs and promoting
environmentally friendly farm-
ing practices,” he said.

Dr Singh and his team are
now exploring avenues for
practical applications of their
findings, with an emphasis on
developing bio formulations
that can be easily integrated
into existing agricultural prac-
tices. The goal is to translate
this research into tangible solu-
tions for farmers contributing
to the global effort for sustain-
able and eco-friendly crop pro-
tection. This discovery by Dr
Singh and his team marks a sig-
nificant step forward in the
quest for sustainable agricul-
ture, offering a promising alter-
native to traditional pesticide-
dependent approaches. The
inherited priming effect opens
new doors for resilient crop
protection, signalling a brighter
and more sustainable future for
wheat cultivation.
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Under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s high pri-

ority National Tuberculosis
Eradication Programme
(NTEP) a training workshop
related to ‘Differentiated TB
Care’ was organised in a hotel
located in the Cantonment
area here on Thursday. In this
from the state level Dr Dinesh
Baliga, consultant of World
Health Organisation (WHO),
Adarsh Srivastava, state Public
Private Mix (PPM) coordina-
tor, State Tuberculosis Control
Cell, Shailendra Upadhyay,
public health expert from State
Technical Assistance Unit and
Naveen Agrawal, programme
manager, WHO, gave training
to the health partners. The
meeting was participated by
DTOs and district programme
coordinators (DPCs) of the
districts affiliated to Regional
TB Programme Management
Unit (RTPMU), Varanasi. In it
it was discussed to evaluate
other diseases besides tuber-
culosis in TB patients and to
refer them to other medical
units as per the need. DTO Dr
Piyush Rai said the differenti-
ated TB care approach is divid-
ed into four major steps. “The
first of which is to evaluate the
patient and test them with BMI
while second, risk stratification
and identification of high-risk
patients, third is to refer high-risk
cases to a referral centres for
inpatient care and fourth and last
one is to conduct monthly follow-
up and re-evaluation,” he said.

��)�������'�������.�����3
0
�
�	

The North Eastern Railways
(NER) will set up a control

room in the Varanasi divi-
sional office at Lahartara here
for 24-hour monitoring of train
services at different stations
during the upcoming festival of
Chhath Puja from November
20 to 24. Giving this informa-
tion, Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM) Vineet Kumar
Srivastava said on Friday that
as trains witness heavy rush of
passengers during this one of
the biggest festivals of this
region comprising eastern UP
and adjoining Bihar, which are
mainly part of this division of
NER, sufficient officers and
supervisory staff will be
deployed at important stations
of Varanasi Division, based on
the estimated load of traffic and
passengers. Extending his best
wishes to the railway employ-
ees as well as the railway users
on the occasion of Chhath fes-
tival, Srivastava said apart from
this, control rooms will also be
set up at Chhapra Jn, Siwan Jn
and Ballia stations of the divi-
sion to handle any situation
and at these control rooms the
officers concerned and senior
supervisors will completely
monitor the passengers coming
and going during the festival.
“All the activities of the stations
will be closely monitored by
these railway personnel,” he
said.

The DRM said that during
this period, 24-hour monitor-
ing and guidelines will be

broadcast from the control
room established in the
Varanasi divisional office till
the end of Chhath festival. In
the Varanasi control room,
Senior Divisional Operations
Manager (SDOM) AP Singh,
Senior Divisional Commercial
Manager (SDCM) Sheikh
Rehman, Senior Divisional
Security Commissioner
(SDSC) Dr Abhishek, Senior
Divisional Signal and
Telecommunication Engineer
(SDE&TE) Rajat Priya, Senior
Divisional Mechanical
Engineer (Carriage and
Wagon) Anubhav Pathak,
Senior Divisional Mechanical
Engineer (EnHM) Apoorva
Swarnkar, Divisional Engineer
(General) PP Kujur, Divisional
Operations Manager Ratan
Deep Gupta, Divisional
Electrical Engineer Ramdayal,
Assistant Commercial
Managers AK Suman and
Prashant Kumar and other

divisional and assistant divi-
sional officers will be deputed.

He has appealed to the pas-
sengers not to travel with
inflammable substances in the
trains, avoid travelling at the
train roofs and footboards of
vehicles and cooperate with the
railway administration in keep-
ing the station premises and
trains clean and neat. He also
appealed to the passengers to
follow the safety standards
issued by the government to
protect against Covid-19 in
trains and station premises.

Giving further details, the
DRM said that during this
period (from November 20 to
24), the trains will arrive on
their designated platforms and
there will be no change of
platforms. “If changes have to
be made due to unavoidable
circumstances, the trains will
be operated giving sufficient
stopping time and it will be
mandatory for the station mas-
ters to give prior notice (min-
imum 15 minutes in advance)
of change in operation to the
inquiry office,” he said. Besides,
maximum unreserved tick-
et/reservation counters will
function continuously in
Chhapra, Siwan, Ballia and
Ghazipur City stations and
arrangements for ticket distri-
bution will be made from
additional counters as per
requirement, he said, adding
that the CIT/Chhapra and
Siwan have deputed two
employees in each shift at the
inquiry windows and one
employee in each shift in

Ballia. “Information will be
broadcast continuously on all
three stations through the pub-
lic address system. If necessary,
alternative arrangements for
additional staff will be made
from the booking office,”
Srivastava said. Not only this,
the DRM added that during
the Chhath festival, all equip-
ment, including railway, BSNL
phones and coach guidance,
train display board, announce-
ment system installed at major
stations will be kept working
continuously and control
rooms will work in the room
of station superintendents at
Chhapra, Siwan and Ballia,
which will be monitored by
officers. “Uninterrupted supply
of electricity and water along
with cleanliness will be ensured
at all the stations and adequate
number of Railway Protection
Force (RPF) personnel will be
deployed to ensure queues at
foot over bridges (FOBs),
arrival and departure gates,
booking windows and to con-
trol crowd on platforms at all
stations,” the DRM said,
adding that adequate water
supply, electric lighting and
cleanliness in the coaches of all
trains running during Chhath
festival will be ensured by var-
ious departments and the
teams of Environment and
Housekeeping Management
(EnHM) department, doctors
and paramedical teams will be
deployed at all the stations dur-
ing the Chhath festival for
cleanliness and medical
arrangements.
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The Festival of Lights,
Diwali, is falling on Sunday

and people are excited about
bursting loud crackers. In such
a situation we need to take spe-
cial care while bursting fire-
crackers. This was said by ENT
(Nose, Ear and Throat) spe-
cialist Dr Ashutosh Rai while
talking to journalists in the
auditorium of Allahabad
Medical Association (AMA) on
Friday. Appealing to people Dr
Rai said by taking precautions
one can prevent deafness
caused by noise of firecrackers.
He appealed to the public to try
not to burst loud crackers. To
reduce the sound of firecrack-
ers, put your hands on your
ears or cover them with cotton.

Ophthalmologist Dr
Ankita Aggarwal said every
time during Diwali such cases
come in which the patient
loses eyesight due to fire-
crackers. While burning crack-
ers, protect eyes completely. If
any particle gets into the eyes
do not rub it but wash it with
clean water. If someone is
burning crackers next to you or
you are burning them wear
glasses to protect eyes. After
touching firecrackers, do not
touch eyes with the same hand
again and again, Dr Aggarwal
added. AMA president Dr
Kamal Singh, former President
Sujit Singh, secretary Dr
Ashutosh Gupta, PRO Dr
Anoop Chauhan etc were pre-
sent.

ARRESTED: A team of
Prayagraj unit of Special Task
Force (STF) has arrested two

active members of the gang
involved in smuggling large
quantities of English liquor at
the interstate level under Saini
police station of Kaushambi on
Friday morning. The STF has
recovered 937 boxes of English
liquor going to Bihar which has
the estimated value of around
�1 crore. The boxes were being
transported in a truck having
forged registration number
plates. Deputy Superintendent
of Police, STF Field Unit,
Prayagraj, Navendu Kumar
said: “We had received a tipoff
regarding smuggling of Indian-
made English liquor (IMFL)
being taken to Bihar. On Friday
morning we intercepted the
truck near Ghulamipur modh
(turning) over bridge under
Saini police station and arrest-
ed two persons, including the
driver Gurmail Singh of
Ambala and his assistant,
Mahendra, a resident of
Narauli village of Kanbar dis-
trict (Haryana)”.  “Various
units/teams of STF were direct-
ed to collect information and
take action. On Friday the
team of Sub Inspector
Ranendra Kumar Singh, Vinay
Tiwari, head constable Amit
Sharma, Santosh Kumar, con-
stable Kishanchandra stopped
a container and seized the
liquor”, said Navendu. On
being interrogated, the main
accused, Gurmail Singh, said
that he is one of the members
of an active gang of smuggling
of English liquor, which smug-
gles English liquor in different
states as there is huge profit on
supplying liquor to those
places. The main leader of this

gang is Manveer Singh alias
Manu, a resident of
Chandigarh and his associate
Pawan Kumar Gurjar of
Fatehabad, Haryana. The
accused also informed that he
used to pass vehicles by
installing different number
plates for different states.

EXTENDED: The state
government has revised and
extended the schedule of
determining the centres for
the UP Board high school and
intermediate examination-
2024. The final list will now be
out by December 10 instead of
the earlier deadline of
November 28. The reason for
it is the delay in physical veri-
fication of centres which is
mandatory as per the guide-
lines of the state examination
centre allocation policy. The
state government has also
extended the date of physical
verification of these centres.

As per the amended sched-
ule, after physical verification,
the list of schools to be made
exam centres must be uploaded
on the board’s website by the
respective DMs through the
DIOSes concerned by
November 11. Thereafter, the
DIOSes will have to publish the
information about the selected
examination centres in news-
papers by November 16 invit-
ing objections. DIOSes have
been given time till November
22 to receive and resolve objec-
tions. The committee formed
by the DMs has been instruct-
ed to upload the list along with
details of student allocations to
these schools on the website by
November 28, said officials of

UP Secondary Education
Board, popularly, known as
UP Board. After resolving the
errors in the examination cen-
tres determined online and
the objections received, the
last date for uploading the list
again on the board’s website has
been fixed as December 2.

P R O P O S A L : T h e
Prayagraj-headquartered Uttar
Pradesh Public Service
Commission (UPPSC) will
soon get a 11-storey building
that will be equipped with
modern resources and an elec-
tronic security system. The
proposal for the building has
been sent to the government
for approval. To be built with
an estimated cost of around
�112 crore it is likely to come
up in a span of just 18 months
after getting approval. The
entire building, each lift and
rooms will be secured through
a biometric system, said an offi-
cial of UPPSC. After the con-
struction, the commission will
have a combined capacity of
conducting examinations of
4,000 candidates in its
Prayagraj and Lucknow cam-
puses. The authorities have
planned to instal a huge statue
of Adi Shankaracharya, like the
one at Badrinath, in the centre
space of the building. There
will be eight rooms on the sec-
ond floor for interviews as
there will be separate rooms for
interviews for every exam.
Presently, the interviews are
conducted in the members’
rooms only. An examination
hall will also be built on the sec-
ond floor that could accom-
modate around 700 candidates.
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in Sanskrit. Speaking on the
occasion, MGKV V-C Prof
Anand Kumar Tyagi said that
the ancient medical system
should be presented in a new
form to serve humanity. “In the
Indian tradition, knowledge
increases with the develop-
ment of humanity. Knowledge
should be accumulated and
spread. The future belongs to
knowledge. With knowledge
we can become leaders of the
world,” he said. Prof Dorji
Damdul said that the Sowa
Rigpa system of medicine is a
medical system moving for-
ward along with Ayurveda.

“Ashtanga Hridayam has been
translated into Tibetan lan-
guage. Important texts of
Ayurveda are preserved in the
Tibetan language. Therefore, it
is very important to translate
them into Hindi, English and
Sanskrit,” he said. IMS BHU
Director Prof SN Shankhwar
said the sages had unlimited
attainment of knowledge.
“There is a need to preserve
the avai lable science.
Knowledge should be pre-
served through the Guru-dis-
ciple tradition. Knowledge
should be propagated.,” he said.
Prof Pradeep Kumar Goswami

said that ‘Har Din Har Ghar
Ayurveda’ discussed in detail the
importance of guru-disciple
tradition and values and
inspired the students to move
ahead in life.  In the end the vote
of thanks was proposed by Prof
Prem Shankar Upadhyay. The
programme was conducted by
Prof CS Pandey. Prominent
among those present were Prof
Anand Chaudhary, Prof JP
Singh, Prof Sunita Suman, Prof
Deepa Mishra, Prof B Ram, Prof
BM Singh, Prof Shivji Gupta, Dr
Sudama Singh. Prof Muralidhar,
Prof KK Pandey, Dr Devanand
and Dr Preeti.
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Preparations for the nation-
wide ‘Vikas Bharat Sankalp

Yatra’ are being finalised in
Uttar Pradesh. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will inaugurate
this yatra from Khunti in
Ranchi (Jharkhand) on
November 15 on the occasion
‘Tribal Pride Day’ which is cel-
ebrated on occasion of
Bhagwan Birsa Munda’s birth
anniversary. On the same day
people will be made aware
about central schemes through
information, education and
communication ‘rath’ (chariots)
in Sonbhadra and Lakhimpur
Kheri tribal districts of UP. This
campaign will be run through

these chariots at 50 places in
Varanasi, including 48 places in
the Municipal Corporation
areas and one place each in the
Cantonment Board area and
Gangapur nagar panchayat.

Additional Director
General of Press Information
Bureau (PIB), Lucknow, Vijay
Kumar said here on Friday that
in the first phase of Sankalp
Yatra, all the villages and local
municipal bodies of tribal dis-
tricts will be covered. In the
second phase this campaign
will run from November 22 to
January 25 next year in the
rural and urban areas of the
country. The PIB ADG said
that about 2,500 chariots will
pass through all the panchay-

ats in rural India while 200 of
these chariots will pass through
3,700 urban bodies of the
country to make the people
aware at 14,000 places. He
said that as part of the cam-
paign, 19 chariots in the urban
areas of Uttar Pradesh will pro-
vide information about the
public welfare schemes run by
the Central government at
about 2,500 places in 777
municipal bodies of the state.
He said that the well-equipped
chariots will disseminate cen-
tral schemes through audio-
visual, brochures, pamphlets
and other mediums in region-
al languages. 

Kumar said that a major
component of this ‘yatra’ is that

not only information will be
disseminated but feedback will
also be collected from the
beneficiaries and general pub-
lic about the schemes. 

During the ‘yatra’, people
will share their experiences in
‘Kahani Meri Zubani’, he said,
adding that during the visit,
services like health camps,
Aadhar enrolment, Mera
Bharat Swayamsevak enrol-
ment will also be provided at
the venue. 

Agricultural activities like
drone demonstrations and soil
health cards and interaction
with progressive farmers on
natural farming are also the key
objectives of the ‘Vikas Bharat
Sankalp Yatra’.
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The students of Banaras
Hindu University (BHU)

under the joint banner of ‘Hum
BHU Ke Log’ and BHU Bachao
Sangharsh Samiti held a meet-
ing and criticised the BHU
administration for not making
its intentions clear on the
recent incident of IIT (BHU).
They said that though the

BHU and IIT (BHU) adminis-
tration recently decided that
they will not make any bound-
ary to separate the two but they
are carrying out partial parti-
tion by erecting barricades in
the name of improving securi-
ty arrangements.

Protesting against this, the
students have submitted a
memorandum of their 11-point
charter of demands to the

Vice-Chancellor of the
University. They said that the
silence of the BHU adminis-
tration raised a big question
mark on its words and actions.
They said that due to this, the
students are very upset with
the partial partition of the uni-
versity and the Sangharsh
Samiti appealed to all the
alumni of BHU not to cele-
brate Diwali this year.

Prominent in the meeting
were former Vice President of
BHU Student Union Dr
Arvind Shukla, former student
leader Dr Kunwar Pushpendra
Pratap Singh, Ashwani Rai
Rinku, Ashirwad Dubey,
Utkarsh Dwivedi, Abhishek
Singh Kali, Alok Anand, Dilip,
Sushil, Dhirendra, Prashant,
Rajneesh, Abhishek, Vivek and
Nirbhay.



The much touted ‘mega
debate’ floated with
'sound and fury' has

ended 'signifying nothing'.
In the name of the 'debate', the
ninety-minute-long lecture
by the Chief Minister, being
a one-sided report on the
inefficiency and selfishness of
the Chief Ministers in the
past, missed all their actions
to defend the state on river
waters, which in no way
develops the argument in
favour of Punjab, although the
fuller objective account of the
events would divulge that no
politician of Punjab has ever
favoured the division of
Punjab river waters willingly,
however weak their resis-
tance could be. One cannot
claim ‘sainthood’ by calling
others ‘devil’; in politics, one
can count the acts of ‘omis-
sion and commission’ by
political parties in power to
seek power but once in power,
one needs to perform.
To perform on and handle the
matter of river waters effec-
tively, the Chief Minster
should form a high-powered
committee of experts to pre-
pare a draft proposal for dis-
cussion and suggestions by all
the political parties in an all-
party (including the Left, BSP

and others) meeting and then
compile the final dossier to be
submitted to the central gov-
ernment. Instead of a dis-
course in the negative, the
draft proposal may build on
the positive actions in the
past. For example, it can
highlight that though the
government of India allocat-
ed 3.5 MAF water to Haryana
vide its notification in 1976
when Giani Zail Singh was
the Chief Minster, yet he
wrote a letter requesting a
review of this notification;
that Parkash Singh Badal
filed a writ petition in 1979
challenging the notification;
that the Akali Dal and CPIM
had jointly launched
‘KapuriMorcha’ to oppose
the digging of SYL canal in
1982, although an accord was

signed by the then Chief
Minister of Punjab in 1981;
that this accord was not
approved by the cabinet and
ratified in the Punjab
Assembly; that the Punjab
Assembly with Captain
Amrinder Singh as the Chief
Minister unanimously passed
the 'Punjab Termination of
Agreements Bill' in 2004,
although he accompanied the
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
to launch the digging of SYL
canal near the village Kapuri;
that the Punjab Assembly in
2016 with Parkash Singh
Badal as the Chief Minister
unanimously approved de-
notification of the land
acquired for SYL canal,
although the notification for
the same was issued when
Parkash Singh Badal was the
Chief Minister during 1977-
80. Such a discourse, not ori-
ented to votes but to the
state’s interest, is likely to
gather support from not only
the political parties but also
the NGOs and the civil soci-
ety.
The dossier can build on the
argument that the 'Punjab
Termination of Agreements
2004' is yet operational
because the Supreme Court
has not cancelled it. It cannot

be challenged because consti-
tutionally, it is within the
powers of the assembly to leg-
islate on state matters and
water is a state matter. The
dossier can also include
reports on the deepening
ground and surface water as
well as rising demands of
water in Punjab; further that
the need for water in Haryana
is not for drinking and ‘sub-
sistence agriculture’ but for
the ‘market-driven agricul-
ture’ and that this need of
Haryana can be met from
other sources such as the
Sharda river. Just as to per-
form the African dance
‘tango’, two persons are
required, to resolve the
Punjab water distribution
matter in the interest of the
state, all parties in the state
should join in delinking it
from the vote harvesting and
'tango' together; otherwise,
people's trust deficit will deep-
en low. They need not raise
the emotions of the people of
Punjab to conflict with the
people of Haryana.  

(The writer is a retired pro-
fessor of Guru Nanak Dev

University, Amritsar and a
Member, of the Governing

Council, INTACH, views are
personal)
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too is now being skewed by a maverick
Musk, who posing as moderator, is seek-
ing to steer and monetise the flow of opin-
ion itself. The political collective has
recognised its Trojan Horse in Big Tech.
The merits of the License Raj of the British
era, this time in the digital regime, are being
rediscovered. 

R Narayanan | Mumbai 
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Sir — The exceptional cricketers for
decades have often taught us that despite
hard competition for success or hunger for
glory; sportsmanship, values, honesty,
dignity, conscience, fair play, feeling of
respect, brotherhood, friendship and
accountability can never be compromised. 
Whenever he used to nick behind the wick-
et, Adam Gilchrist never waited for the ver-
dict of the umpire. Rather he used to
immediately start for the pavilion. Or that
liberal act of the Indian captain Gundappa
Vishwanath who had called back England’s
Bob Taylor just because the umpire had
erroneously declared him out.
If viewed through such a grand moral per-
spective, the act of 'Mankading' by
Ravichandran Ashwin(a few years ago) was
indeed surprising and a bit startling. Yes,
it would have been better had he not
'Mankaded', but bitter criticism against

Ashwin is also not cricket! If Ashwin had
indeed "assaulted the spirit" of cricket, isn't
it hypocritical how the concerned non-
striking batsman was being accorded
clean chit and treated as a "victim" despite
his attempt to steal a run by leaving the
crease in advance? As far as "cricketing
ethics" is concerned, Shakib-Al Hasan has
been turned into the "latest villain" as he
had appealed for "time out" following the
"late arrival" of Sri Lankan Angelo Mathews
to the crease during the World Cup
match! The Bangladeshi captain could have
ignored such delay especially because the
strap of Angelo's helmet had snapped; but
Shakib cannot be dubbed as a "villain" as
none other than ICC cricketing rules are
in his favour, thereby "inspiring" him to
utilise it.
Still, those "puritans" who are feeling a "bad
taste in mouth" revolving around such a
mode of dismissal should ask ICC to dis-
solve the "time out" rules instead of casti-
gating the Bangladesh skipper. If rules are
there in the cricketing book, it can be eas-
ily utilised and seen from this angle,
Shakib-Al Hasan is justified in doing so as
he has not done anything illegal.

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
courted controversy on Tuesday with a
bizarre speech on the importance of edu-
cating women. The remarks – delivered in
the state Assembly – have since drawn
widespread condemnation from women
MLAs and the National Commission for
Women. Deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav
however insisted that the statement ‘should
be taken as sex education’.The Janata Dal
chief can be seen linking the importance
of girls' education to population control.
Members of the BJP as well as others on
social media platforms were somewhat less
amused by the comment. Many have since
decried the ‘derogatory’ language used by
Kumar while others seek an immediate
apology. The NCW has also demanded an
“immediate and unequivocal apology"
from the CM on behalf of all Indian
women. His ‘crass’ comments, Chairperson
Rekha Sharma opined, were an ‘affront to
the dignity and respect that every woman
deserves.“Such derogatory and cheap lan-
guage used during his speech is a dark stain
on our society. If a leader can make such
comments so openly in a democracy, one
can only imagine the horror the state must
be enduring under his leadership." The
statement of Nitish Kumar was misunder-
stood and became the target of the BJP and
NCW.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai 
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Sir — With their immense user base, the
megaliths design costly but clever apps that
the merchants or startups have little
recourse but to use for reach and distrib-
ution. The same approach is percolating to
big-time politics. Nations around the
world are now waking up to Big Tech's
power through data dominance, neutral-
ising competition, and infringing on pri-
vacy. For governments and dyed-in-the-
wool politicians the world over, the real
nightmare had long been the money
power behind political influencing. The
digital avatar of social media added a whole
new dimension to their very survival. That
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them carefully. Anti-smog
tower is one such intervention
that requires rethinking for its
optimal usage. Costing over 20
crores the antismog towers
function as large outdoor air
purifiers filtering ambient air
of toxic components up to a
radius of 500 meters.
The tall towers can cause near-
ly 80 per cent reductions in air
pollution levels within a radius
of 50 meters, according to
reports and the Delhi
Environment Ministry. Based
on the IIT Bombay assess-
ment, the government also
claimed that these towers can
clean air in a one-km radius at
a rate of around 1,000 cubic
metres per second. The small-
er versions of outdoor air
purifiers called the WAYUs
(Wind Augmentation
Purifying Units) have the
potential to filter 2,500 cubic
meters of air per hour accord-
ing to the developers at the
National Environmental
Engineering Research
Institute. However, given the
spatial scale and the ambient
pollution levels, both versions
of outdoor air purifiers are a
redundant measure for clean-
ing outdoor air during any
time of the year, let alone the
Diwali pollution spike.
Installation of these machines
nearby of burning fields might
tally the math and do the
magic but is too far-fetched an
idea to scale at the given cost.
Another technological inter-

vention that comes to the res-
cue of other environmental
challenges including drought,
water resource management
and forest fires, can prove to be
the magic wand. Creating arti-
ficial clouds and facilitating
rainfall to curb smoke emanat-
ing from burnt fields can
prove effective. Countries like
the United States, China and
Korea have conducted exper-
iments on creating artificial
clouds for controlling wildfires.
The World Meteorological
Organization has also recog-
nised it as a possible measure.
In the process, water vapour
condensation in the atmos-
phere is enhanced to form
rain-bearing clouds using
chemicals like silver iodide,
potassium iodide, dry ice, etc.
However, successful cloud
seeding is contingent on con-
ducive weather conditions
such as pre-existing clouds,
optimal humidity and winds
among others. A pilot on arti-
ficial rain was conducted in
2019 by IIT Kanpur, however,
lost momentum soon after.
Investment in developing sci-
entific knowledge to experi-
ment and attempt artificial
rainfall can go a long way. As
Delhi plans to try artificial
rainfall again this year it is
essential to locate potential
seeding spots not just in Delhi
but across Punjab and
Haryana. 
Technological alternatives to
the combined harvesters,

which leave a large amount of
crop residue at the time of har-
vest and make residue man-
agement challenging, should
be explored. A recent study at
the GB Pant University of
Agriculture and Technology,
Uttarakhand proposes a crop
residue management machine
that enables the mixing of cut
paddy residue. 
It is difficult to grapple with the
fact that the year-long chron-
ic exposure to air pollution in
India caused nearly 1.6 million
premature deaths in 2019.
The figures from acute expo-
sure during extreme pollution
events are bound to be even
more shocking. Steps like ban-
ning application-based vehi-
cles registered in other states
from entering Delhi is a fresh
example of a step taken in
haste. However, in these test-
ing times, it is essential to hold
on to the principles of scien-
tific logic and thoughtful man-
agement practices instead of
resorting to callous measures
not rooted in facts. Playing the
blame game on the issue of
crop burning and resulting air
toxicity along the IGP airshed
only inflates its political
salience without providing the
required respite. 

(The writer is consulting an
Air Pollution Specialist, the
United Nations and visiting

Faculty at the Centre for
Policy Research and

Governance, New Delhi,
views are personal)
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Ahuge portion of the
Indo Gangetic Plain
(IGP) airshed has
been reeling under
extremely polluted air

for more than a week. With the
smog obscuring the sun, teary
eyes looking through poor visibil-
ity of less than 500m and lungs
gasping for fresh air, the state of
people living in the real-life gas
chamber is nothing but pitiable.
Ambient concentrations of air
pollutants causing the most harm,
including fine and coarse partic-
ulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10),
nitrogen dioxide, and surface
ozone, breach daily WHO stan-
dards by over 10 times in the
entire airshed. The whole city
becomes one major hotspot as the
air quality index accounting for
a cumulative effect of all the major
pollutants is recorded in the
severely polluted zone.
This pollution spike results from
a combination of unfateful mete-
orological conditions and spo-
radic sources causing extreme air
toxicity in the already hazardous
air in the region. Crop residue
burning in the fields of Punjab,
Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh is the
clear culprit causing a massive
deterioration in the air quality
right at the onset of winter. The
capital continually suffers more
due to its already heavy load of air
pollution emitting sources which
include vehicles, fugitive dust
from roadside and construction
sites, industries and unregulated
waste burning among others. 
Air pollution spikes result most-
ly from local sources with their
emissions lingering close to the
ground because of unfavourable
winter weather conditions. The
thought process for addressing
the issue has refined with time.
Initiation of the graded response
action plan (GRAP) in 2016 at the
onset of the pollution event came
more as a knee-jerk reaction
rather than a planned preventive
measure. From the implementa-
tion of the National Clean Air
Program 2019 to the formulation
of the Commission for Air
Quality Management in 2021, a
lot has been done to address the
conundrum of air pollution. And
yet, a lot is left to be desired. Most
of these innovations are capital-
and human resource-intensive,
making it imperative to deploy
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(The writer is manag-
ing director & founder ,

Zuppa, views are
personal)
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Community-based sexu-
al exploitation of com-
munities like Bedia and

Bachara and other de-notified
tribes historically started as a
survival and protection mech-
anism to ward off the atroci-
ties of landlords and the pow-
erful—a cost paid by a
nomadic tribe for stability.
The compulsive survival
instinct became a tradition,
and the exploitation became
normalised over the years.
There are more than 100,000
Bedia and Bachra people put
together, spread over four
states in India. In Madhya
Pradesh, the Bedia communi-
ty is predominantly located in
12 districts of three regions:
Chambal, Malwa, and
Bundelkhand, whereas the
Bachara community is in the
Malwa region. In 1913, during

British rule in India, the Bedia
and Bachara communities
were registered as criminal
tribes under the Criminal
Tribes Act 1871, which was
denotified in 1952 and then
recognised as scheduled
castes. They are in double
jeopardy—they have to carry
the stigma of being a commu-
nity engaged in prostitution
and being at the lowest rung
of the caste hierarchy. The
children are barely encouraged
to seek education. The boys—
most of them illiterate and
having a proclivity towards
social vices—prefer to stay
financially dependent on the
earnings of the prostituted
girls in the family. A conser-
vative estimate projects that
about 70% of families are still
deriving income from prosti-
tution. 

Currently, in Madhya Pradesh,
Samvedna has already been
working extensively in the 60
villages of six districts (Bhopal,
Rajgarh, Raisen, Vidisha,
Sagar, and Guna) on the issue
of human trafficking and is
currently working specifical-
ly on community-based sex-
ual exploitation. Its focus is on
the Bedia community, which
is into inter-generational pros-
titution. The tradition falls
under the category of commu-
nity-based sexual exploita-
tion, as children are custom-
arily prostituted at a young
age. Development practition-
ers at Samvedna realised that
while working with the com-
munity, it is imperative to
maintain a dual focus—work-
ing with survivors of commu-
nity-based sexual exploita-
tion for their rehabilitation

and reintegration, as well as
working with potential victims
with a priority on prevention
through direct intervention by
facilitating and providing
access to education and alter-
nate economic opportunities.
Community development is
possible only by challenging
and dismantling an exploita-
tive mindset and creating an
enabling environment with
access to opportunities and
options. The uniqueness and
peculiarity of the community
require comprehensive inter-
vention and a holistic
approach to ensure desired
change. The socio-cultural,
economic, and political
dynamics of the community
are so entrenched through
generations that working with
one section of the communi-
ty will not yield results. Due to

socio-cultural sanctions for
sexual exploitation, any effort
to bring about change is
viewed as a challenge to their
tradition and an intrusion
into their private domain. 
While the focus should be on
promoting formal education
as a vehicle of change to
restore the dignity and respect
of the children and the com-
munity at large, the goal
should be to break the cycle of
exploitation through knowl-
edge, skill, and attitude build-
ing. However, no one size fits
all, and social entrepreneur-
ship is another solution to
lessen intergenerational pros-
titution among the Bedia and
Bachara communities. Social
entrepreneurs don’t just build
organisations; they change
systems. We tend to think of
charities and governments

when we think about ending
human trafficking. But what
do we think of businesses? We
need to focus on planning and
utilising business strategies
and ideas and put them to
work fighting slavery. 
Social entrepreneurs have the
gifts to be the conveners, the
connectors, and the change-
makers who may work on a
tri-sector level and work
alongside corporations, gov-
ernments, and civil society to
assist in innovative approach-
es and tactics. Bedia and
Bachara communities need
to be ASSESED (Aware,
Skilled, Self-employed,
Empowered, Supportive,
Educated, and Dignified).
They should be given the
necessary information,
skillsets and support based on
their expertise and interests, so

they are capable and encour-
aged enough to create their
small business models, now is
the time for the anti-traffick-
ing movement to push further
ahead in innovation to force
true systemic transformation.  
If we bring about a revolution
to create a new wave of entre-
preneurs who are blazing a
trail in anti-trafficking inno-
vations, social enterprises can
aid survivors on the path to
socioeconomic independence.
Single-minded work facilita-
tion towards promoting the
cause of the prevention of
human trafficking, raising
awareness on the issue, and
establishing dialogue on the
significance of survivors’ roles
in enacting social entrepre-
neurship, laws, and public
policies on human trafficking
is to be persuaded.  
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The Innovation Vortex:
Catalyzing Next-Gen
Manufacturing
India’s manufacturing sector
stands at the cusp of transforma-
tion, with innovation serving as
the central force. The develop-
ment of advanced motherboards
and computing architectures tai-
lored for fifth-generation devices
is not just a technological leap but
a strategic necessity. It demands
a design belief that goes beyond
aesthetics, delving into the realms
of functionality and flawless per-
formance. This end-to-end con-
trol of technology, from concep-
tion to delivery, is non-nego-
tiable for ensuring product excel-
lence and reliability.
The innovation of disseminated

parallel control computing in
real-time is the first ever game-
changing atmanirbhar computing
architecture that provides a robust
foundation for the development of
future-ready devices. This inno-
vative approach to computing
architecture ensures that India’s
drone industry is not just keeping
pace with global trends but is
poised to set new benchmarks in
technological excellence.
Upholding stringent quality stan-
dards is a non-negotiable require-
ment for the country's ambitions
to emerge as a global drone man-
ufacturing Hub. Adherence to
international aerospace process
standards and automotive indus-
try standards is a rigorous com-
mitment to reliability, safety, and
efficiency. This unwavering ded-
ication to quality not only propels
the performance of drones but
also fortifies the reputation of the

Indian manufacturing sector on
the global stage.
The commitment to internation-
al standards such as the AS9100D
Aerospace Process Standard and
the stringent AIS 140 compliance
for vehicle tracking and locating
devices reflects India’s dedication
to quality and safety. These stan-
dards are not just regulatory
checkboxes but strategic invest-
ments in building a resilient and
competitive manufacturing 
sector.

A Localised Manufacturing
Revolution
The Aatmanirbhar Bharat initia-
tive is not just a policy; it’s a moti-
vation for grassroots empower-
ment and industrial self-sufficien-
cy. The drone industry, with its
potential to be a harbinger of
innovation and growth, is integral
to this vision. By fostering a nur-
turing ecosystem for innovation
and manufacturing, India is lay-
ing the groundwork for a resilient
and self-reliant industrial future.
This localized manufacturing rev-
olution is a strategic move to
decentralize innovation, bringing
it closer to the grassroots and
ensuring that the benefits of tech-
nological advancements are wide-
spread and inclusive.

Shaping the Drone Ecosystem
The Indian government’s foresight
in recognizing the transformative
potential of drones has culminat-
ed in the implementation of
robust initiatives and support
mechanisms. Programs under the
Department of Science &
Technology like the TIFAC

=SIDBI Srijan Fund and MOD’s
IDEX Grants, underscore the
government’s commitment to
propelling the drone industry
forward. These initiatives provide
vital funding and support, catalyz-
ing innovation, and manufactur-
ing excellence in the sector.
In the realm of innovation, pro-
tecting intellectual property is
paramount. It not only fosters a
culture of innovation but also
ensures that India remains a glob-
al frontrunner in drone technol-
ogy. The application of patents for
unique ‘Made in India’ artificial
intelligence technologies in
drones is a clear indication of
India’s foresight and commit-
ment to nurturing innovation.

Conclusion
The drone industry in India is at
a critical juncture, poised to play
a transformative role in enhanc-
ing the country’s manufacturing
capabilities. By embedding inno-
vation into the fabric of manufac-
turing, upholding the highest
standards of quality, and fostering
a supportive ecosystem for
growth, India is charting a course
towards global leadership in
drone technology. The
Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative
serves as a guiding encourage-
ment, propelling the nation
towards a future marked by self-
reliance and manufacturing excel-
lence. In this technological renais-
sance, the drone industry emerges
as a pivotal player, embodying
India’s innovative spirit and man-
ufacturing prowess, and paving
the way for a self-reliant and pros-
perous future.

In the intricate dance of innovation
and industry, drones have emerged
as pivotal players, orchestrating a
new era of technological prowess
and manufacturing agility in India.

The Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative, a
visionary endeavour to cultivate self-
reliance, finds a robust ally in the drone
industry, setting the stage for a transfor-
mative journey towards global manufac-
turing leadership. This article delves into
the nuanced relationship between drones
and India’s manufacturing sector, explor-
ing how these aerial innovators are not
just tools of convenience but strategic
assets to usher in an era of India’s emer-
gence as a global manufacturing hub in
new age emerging technologies.
Self-reliance in drone technologies is also
turning out to be a critical strategic
requirement from a National security
perspective as seen in the recent Russian-
Ukrainian and Israeli Hamas wars.
The metamorphosis of India’s drone
industry is a narrative of strategic inno-
vation and technological foresight.
Beyond their military advantages, drones
have seamlessly integrated into diverse
sectors, from precision agriculture and
critical infrastructure surveillance to
logistics and disaster management. This
multifaceted applicability has ignited a
manufacturing revolution, demanding
precision, agility, and innovation.
The Drone industry has the potential to
position India as a global manufacturing
hub by leveraging recent geopolitical divi-
sions and shifts that have emerged in recent
times. The consolidation of various nations
on either side of the NATO–RUSSO
divide with India leading emerging as a
front runner for the global south coupled
with the discretion of China is a huge
opportunity for us to emerge as a global
manufacturing hub for drones and other
fifth-generation technologies. 
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Thousands of Palestinians
streamed onto Gaza’s only

highway on Friday, fleeing the
combat zone in the north after
Israel announced a window
for safe passage, as officials in
the enclave said the Palestinian
death toll surpassed 11,000
people. Amid an intensifying
campaign of airstrikes and
ground battles in Gaza City, the
search for safety in the besieged
enclave has grown increasing-
ly desperate. Tens of thousands
have walked south, where they
face the prospect of ongoing
bombardment and dire condi-
tions. Others have crowded
into and around hospitals,
sleeping in operating rooms
and wards. 

Gaza medical officials
accused Israel of striking near
hospitals on Friday, though
Israel said at least one was the
result of a misfired Palestinian
rocket.  Gaza’s largest city is the
focus of Israel’s campaign to
crush Hamas following its
deadly Oct. 7 surprise incur-
sion.

Early Friday, Israel struck
the courtyard and the obstetrics
department of Shifa Hospital,
where tens of thousands of
people are sheltering, according

to Ashraf al-Qidra, spokesper-
son at the Health Ministry in
Hamas-run Gaza. A video at
the scene recorded the sound of
incoming fire waking people up
in their makeshift shelters in the
courtyard, followed by screams
for an ambulance.

The Israeli army has alleged
that Hamas hides in and under
hospitals and that it has set up
a command center under Shifa
— claims the militant group
and hospital staff deny. 

The director of Shifa said
Israel demanded the facility be
evacuated, but he said there was
nowhere for such a large num-
ber of patients to go.

“Where are we going to
evacuate them?” Director
Mohammed Abu Selmia asked
in an interview on the television
network Al Jazeera.

The Health Ministry later
said one person had been killed
at Shifa and several were
wounded. Another strike near
the Al-Nasr Medical Center,
which includes two hospitals for
children, killed two people,
according to the ministry.

In all, Gaza health officials
said strikes were carried out
near four hospitals overnight
and early Friday. A senior Israeli
security official said that initial
findings indicated that one

strike at Shifa was the result of
a misfire by militants. The mil-
itary is conducting a review.
The official spoke on condition
of anonymity because the inves-
tigation is ongoing. At Shifa,
families are sleeping in hospi-
tal rooms, emergency rooms,
surgical theaters and the mater-
nity ward — or on the streets
outside, according to Wafaa
Abu Hajjaj, a Palestinian jour-
nalist at the hospital, as well as
several people who recently
left. 

Daily food distributions
has helped a tiny number for a
time, but there has been no
bread in recent days, they said.
Water is scarce and usually
polluted, and few people can
bathe. World Health
Organization spokesperson
Margaret Harris said 20 of
Gaza’s 36 hospitals are no longer
functioning, including a pedi-
atric hospital where children
had been receiving care such as
dialysis and life support —
“things that you cannot possi-
bly evacuate them safely
with.”More than two-thirds of
Gaza’s population of 2.3 million
have fled their homes since the
war began. On Friday, a steady
stream of civilians used both
sides of Gaza’s main north-
south highway.

Parents walked with small
children, some evacuees
crammed into covered donkey
carts with possessions piled on
the roof, and others rode on
bicycles.

Since last weekend, the
Israeli military has set aside sev-
eral hours a day to enable civil-
ians to escape northern Gaza,
and it announced a six-hour
window Friday.

A day earlier, the White
House said Israel agreed to
implement a brief humanitar-
ian pause each day — in what
appeared to be an effort to for-
malize and expand the process.
Israel has also agreed to open a
second route for people fleeing,
the White House said.

In all, Israel estimated more
than 850,000 of the 1.1 people
in northern Gaza have left,
according to military
spokesman Jonathan Conricus,
who called the pauses “quick
humanitarian windows” that
allow southward movement
“while we are fighting.” UN
expert for the Palestinian terri-
tories Francesca Albanese called
the pauses “cynical and cruel,”
saying it was just enough “to let
people breathe and remember
what is the sound of life with-
out bombing, before starting
bombing them again.”
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British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak is under pressure to

sack his Home Secretary, Suella
Braverman, as the row sur-
rounding her controversial
newspaper article attacking the
Metropolitan Police over its
handling of Israel-Hamas
protests in London continues to
gain momentum on Friday.

While Sunak’s official
spokesperson at 10 Downing
Street has said that he has “full
confidence” in the Home
Secretary, they did confirm
that the contents of ‘The Times’
Op-Ed did not have the full
clearance of her boss.

The harshly worded piece
on Wednesday attacked the
Met Police for having “double
standards” and “playing
favourites” by not taking
tougher action against pro-
Palestinian protesters when
they turned aggressive.

“The words that she used
are not words that I myself
would have used,” UK
Chancellor Jeremy Hunt told
broadcasters when asked about
the row.

While clearly distancing
himself from her stance, the
senior Cabinet minister
stressed that he has a “produc-
tive relationship with her as a
colleague” and reiterated that
Sunak “has full confidence in
her”.

It comes as the Opposition
Labour Party and the Liberal
Democrats and even some sec-
tions of Braverman’s own
Conservative Party are calling
for her removal from office
over her actions, which could
be a breach of the ministerial
code for ignoring prime min-
isterial approval before publi-

cation of an article.
“Suella Braverman... is enti-

tled to her views but she should
make them privately within the
Cabinet meeting and the gov-
ernment should come to a
clear position,” said Darren
Jones, one of the Labour shad-
ow ministers calling for Sunak
to sack Braverman.

The Labour MP said the
position she put forward in her
Times article is “fundamental-
ly in breach of her responsibil-
ity of being the Home
Secretary” because it is for the
police to decide “operational-
ly how to maintain order on
our streets”.

The row is playing out as it
emerged that more than 1,000
officers from forces around
the UK will be drafted in to
help the Met Police this week-
end, amid intense political
pressure to prevent any disrup-
tion to Remembrance events.

Armistice Day on Saturday
marks an annual commemora-
tive event on Whitehall, near
Downing Street, where wreaths
are laid and a national silence
is observed in memory of
Britain’s World War martyrs. 

The police had been under
pressure to ban a planned
march by pro-Palestinian

groups on Saturday but have
said that their intelligence did
not merit an outright ban as the
route of the march did not
overlap with the ceremony on
Whitehall.

“In policing, we need the
space to make difficult opera-
tional decisions in an indepen-
dent manner. The decisions
that we take are not easy ones,
but we do so impartially, with-
out fear or favour, and in line
with both the law and our
authorised professional prac-
tice,” said Gavin Stephens, who
is chairman of England’s
National Police Chiefs’ Council
(NPCC).

Thousands of protesters
have been taking to the streets
of London and other major UK
cities over the past few week-
ends, calling for a ceasefire in
the conflict in Gaza. Several
arrests have been made as
some splinter groups resorted
to aggression, including racial-
ly motivated attacks and injur-
ing officers on duty by releas-
ing fireworks into the crowd.

“There have been dignified
vigils in London held by
Britain’s Jewish community,
but that is not what has tested
our capacity to maintain pub-
lic order.
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Warsaw (AP): The leaders of
Polish opposition parties
signed a coalition agreement on
Friday that lays out a roadmap
for governing the nation over
the next four years.

The parties collectively
won a majority of votes in last
month’s national election. Their
candidate to be the next prime
minister is Donald Tusk, a for-
mer prime minister who leads
the largest of the opposition
parties, the centrist Civic
Platform.

Tusk said the parties
worked to seal their agree-
ment before the Independence
Day holiday on Saturday,
adding that, “We wanted to
show that we are ready to take
responsibility for our home-
land.” Speaking ahead of the
signing ceremony in the Polish
parliament, Tusk said the
agreement would offer a set of
“signposts and recommenda-
tions” for the government he
hopes to lead. The conservative
party that has governed Poland
for the past eight years, Law
and Justice, won more votes
than any single party but does
not have a majority and has no
potential coalition partner.

President Andrzej Duda
nonetheless has given Prime
Minister Mateusz Morawiecki
of Law and Justice a first chance
to try to form a government.
Most commentators say
Morawiecki’s mission is
doomed, and they believe
Duda tapped him to show loy-
alty to Law and Justice, the
party he is allied with.The
newly elected legislature —
both the lower house, the Sejm,
and the Senate — will meet for
the first time next Monday.
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Washington (PTI): The United
States has conducted a self-
defence airstrike in eastern
Syria against a facility used by
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps and affiliated
groups, the White House has
said. The precision strike was
conducted in response to the
recent attacks directed by the
IRGC and affiliated groups
against US and coalition bases
in Iraq and Syria, White House
Deputy Press Secretary Olivia
Dalton told reporters aboard
Air Force One.

“Yesterday, President (Joe)
Biden directed the US military
to carry out a self-defence
airstrike in eastern Syria against
a facility used by Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
and affiliated groups,” Dalton
said on Thursday.She said the
US conducted the strike to dis-
rupt and degrade the freedom
of action and capabilities of
these groups directly responsi-
ble for attacking US forces
who are in Iraq and Syria as
part of the mission to defeat the
ISIS.“We are making it clear
that these attacks are unaccept-
able and cannot continue.
President Biden and the United
States government are fully
prepared to take further neces-
sary measures to protect our
people and our facilities.  And
we want to be clear that we
continue to urge against any
escalation,” Dalton said.

Deputy Pentagon Press
Secretary Sabrina Singh told
reporters at a separate news
conference that these actions
were taken in response to
ongoing threats and attacks
directed at US bases in both
Syria and Iraq by the IRGC and
related groups. 

“The target was identified
as a single-weapon storage
facility used by the IRGC and
the — and its related groups.
US Central Command con-
ducted the strike with two F-
15s. We are still conducting the
assessment of the strike, but
initial analysis indicated mul-
tiple secondary explosions after
the strike, as we had expected,”
she said.

Singh said this action was
aimed at disrupting and
degrading the capabilities of
groups directly responsible for
attacking US forces in the
region. 

By specifically targeting
these associated facilities, the
US seeks to convey a clear mes-
sage to Iran that it will be held
accountable for the attacks on
US forces, she said. 

The US expects Iran to take
measures to direct its proxies to
stop, she said. 
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Pakistan’s caretaker govern-
ment and the IMF have

reached a consensus on back-
up measures to be activated by
the year’s end if significant
deviations from fiscal and
monetary objectives threaten
the broader aims of the ongo-
ing USD 3 billion bailout to the
cash-strapped nation, accord-
ing to a media report on
Friday. Informed sources told
the Dawn newspaper that a vis-
iting mission of the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and the Pakistani
authorities would be conclud-
ing technical-level discussions
on Friday.

It will involve an exchange
of the latest data, not only lim-
ited to the end-September
quarterly performance, and
queries and clarifications on all
macroeconomic areas and
their forward-looking out-
comes, the report said.

While formal policy-level
talks are expected to begin on
Monday, both sides agree on
the future course of action,
including expanding the scope
of taxation on the retail sector
and improving the targeting of
real estate-based revenue col-
lection in case of any shortfall,
the report said.

The report said they
agreed on backup measures to
activate by the year’s end if sig-
nificant deviations from fiscal
and monetary objectives
threaten the loan programme.

A fixed taxation scheme
for retailers could be the first
shot in the arm in case of a
minor revenue gap, to be fol-
lowed by real estate, through
an ordinance with effect from
January 1. Further clarity and
specifics will emerge in policy
discussions next week.

The sources said revenue
targets aimed through import

growth were the key concern
for the IMF mission, as
imports so far remain subdued
than anticipated at the time of
budget 2023-24 and the loan
deal’s finalisation in July.

In any case, both retail and
real estate sectors would be
required to significantly
increase their contribution to
the revenue stream from their
existing share with effect from
July 1, 2024.

The sources said the two
sides had no big issue on the
need for curtailing develop-
ment spending during the cur-
rent year both at the federal
and provincial levels, but effec-
tive taxation on agriculture
income remains out of the
caretaker government’s agenda
given constitutional limita-
tions. However, the IMF mis-
sion has not given up flagging
its importance. In August, the
government shared with the
IMF a revised plan for manag-
ing the power sector circular
debt, besides rebasing annual
tariffs and streamlining
monthly and quarterly fuel
adjustments, including that of
the private power utility K-
Electric. This meant no fresh
flow to the circular debt, which
had exceeded Rs2.5 trillion
by the end of September.

“Luckily, no major issue
has emerged so far for the
power sector this time,” an offi-
cial said, hoping that policy-
level talks with the IMF would
remain smooth. However, the
government may have to make
proper allocations to solarise
tube wells in next year’s bud-
get to further cut down on sub-
sidies. The policy-level talks
next week would also suggest
if the IMF had any problem
with external financing needs
that Pakistani authorities plan
to meet through significantly
higher foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI). 
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President Joe Biden and
Chinese President Xi

Jinping will meet on
Wednesday (November 15) in
California for talks on trade,
Taiwan and managing fraught
US-Chinese relations in the
first engagement between the
leaders of the world’s two
biggest economies in nearly a
year, Biden administration offi-
cials said.

The White House has said
for weeks that it anticipated
Biden and Xi would meet on
the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation sum-
mit in San Francisco, but nego-
tiations went down to the eve
of the gathering, which kicks
off Saturday. The officials, who
briefed reporters on the condi-
tion of anonymity under
ground rules set by the White
House, said Friday that the
leaders would meet in the San
Francisco Bay area but declined
to offer further details because
of security concerns.

Thousands of protesters are
expected to descend on San
Francisco during the summit.

The meeting is not
expected to lead to many, if any,
major announcements, and
differences between the two
powers certainly won’t be
resolved. Instead, one official
said, Biden is looking toward
“managing the competition,
preventing the downside risk of
conflict and ensuring channels
of communication are open.”
The agenda includes no short-
age of difficult issues.

Differences in the already
complicated US-Chinese rela-
tionship have only sharpened
in the last year, with Beijing
bristling over new US export
controls on advanced technol-
ogy; Biden ordering the shoot-
ing down of a Chinese spy bal-
loon after it traversed the con-
tinental United States; and
Chinese anger over a stopover
in the US by Taiwanese
President Tsai Ing-wen earlier
this year, among other issues.
China claims the island as its

territory. Biden will also likely
press Xi on using China’s influ-
ence on North Korea, during
heightened anxiety over an
increased pace of ballistic mis-
sile tests by North Korea as well
as Pyongyang providing muni-
tions to Russia for its war in
Ukraine. The Democratic pres-
ident is also expected to let Xi
know that he would like China
to use its burgeoning sway
over Iran to make clear that
Tehran or its proxies should not
take action that could lead to
expansion of the Israel-Hamas
war. His administration
believes the Chinese, a big
buyer of Iranian oil, have con-
siderable leverage with Iran,
which is a major backer of
Hamas.

Biden and Xi last met near-
ly a year ago on the sidelines of
the Group of 20 summit in Bali,
Indonesia. In the nearly three-
hour meeting, Biden objected
directly to China’s ”coercive and
increasingly aggressive actions”
toward Taiwan and discussed
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

and other issues. Xi stressed
that “the Taiwan question is at
the very core of China’s core
interests, the bedrock of the
political foundation of China-
US relations, and the first red
line that must not be crossed in
China-US relations.”

Next week’s meeting comes
as the United States braces for
a potentially bumpy year for
US-Chinese relations, with
Taiwan set to hold a presiden-

tial election in January and the
US holding its own presiden-
tial election next November.

Beijing sees official
American contact with Taiwan
as encouragement to make the
island’s decades-old de facto
independence permanent, a
step US leaders say they don’t
support. Under the “One
China” policy, the US recognis-
es Beijing as the government of
China and doesn’t have diplo-

matic relations with Taiwan,
but it has maintained that
Taipei is an important partner
in the Indo-Pacific. Biden
intends to reaffirm the US
wants no change in the status
quo, one official said.

Disinformation experts tes-
tifying before the Senate
Intelligence Committee have
warned that Beijing could aim
to target the US, sowing dis-
cord that might influence elec-
tion results at the local level,
especially in districts with large
numbers of Chinese-American
voters. The Biden administra-
tion has sought to make clear
to the Chinese that any actions
or interference in the 2024
election “would raise extreme-
ly strong concerns from our
side,” according to one official.

The officials also noted
that Biden is determined to
restore military-to-military
communications that Beijing
largely withdrew from after
then-House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan in
August 2022. All the while, the

number of unsafe or provoca-
tive encounters involving the
two nations’ ships and aircraft
have spiked.

Last month, the US mili-
tary released a video of a
Chinese fighter jet flying with-
in 10 feet (3 metres) of an
American B-52 bomber over
the South China Sea, nearly
causing an accident. Earlier that
month, the Pentagon released
footage of some of the more
than 180 intercepts of US war-
planes by Chinese aircraft that
occurred in the last two years,
part of a trend US military offi-
cials call concerning.

The Pentagon has warned
that the lack of military-to-mil-
itary contacts “raises the risk of
an operational incident or mis-
calculation spiralling into cri-
sis or conflict.” The officials also
said Biden would underscore
US commitment to the
Philippines, following a recent
episode in which Chinese ships
blocked and collided with two
Filipino vessels off a contested
shoal in the South China Sea.

The Philippines and other
neighbours of China are resist-
ing Beijing’s sweeping territo-
rial claims over virtually the
entire sea. “I want to be very
clear,” Biden said in October.
“The United States’ defense
commitment to the Philippines
is iron clad.”

Both sides appeared to be
carefully considering security
for the meeting, declining to
publicise the venue of the
much-anticipated talks.
Thousands of people protesting
climate destruction, corporate
practices, the Israel-Hamas war
and other issues are expected to
descend on San Francisco dur-
ing the summit.

San Francisco Police
Department Chief Bill Scott
said his department expects
several protests a day but does-
n’t know which ones will mate-
rialize where and when. He said
the city respects people’s right
to mobilise peacefully but will
not tolerate property destruc-
tion, violence or any other
crime.

Moscow (AP): Russian
President Vladimir Putin vis-
ited the Southern Military
District headquarters in
Rostov-on-Don as he assessed
the state of his country’s forces
in Ukraine as the war drags on
toward winter. It was his second
public visit to the headquarters
in less than a month. Video
shared by a Russian state news
agency showed Putin being
greeted late Thursday by
Defence Minister Sergey
Shoigu and Valery Gerasimov,
chief of the General Staff.

Almost 21 months of war
have significantly eroded both
Russia’s and Ukraine’s military
resources. As winter comes, the
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Pakistan’s Supreme Court on
Friday decided to hear an

appeal by now-deceased former
military dictator Pervez
Musharraf against the special
court majority judgment that
handed him a death sentence on
treason charges in 2019.

Musharraf, who died on
February 5 this year, had filed
the appeal four years ago. “A
four-member larger bench,
headed by Chief Justice of
Pakistan Qazi Faiz Isa, heard the
appeal against a decision to dis-
solve the special court that was
previously hearing the
Musharraf treason case,” The
Express Tribune newspaper
reported.

The bench – the other three
judges are Justice Syed Mansoor
Ali Shah, Justice Aminud Din
Khan, and Justice Athar
Minallah – entertained different
bars and lawyers’ petitions
against the Lahore High Court’s
(LHC) judgment that had
declared Musharraf ’s trial as
void. A three-judge special
court of Justice Waqar Ahmad
Seth, Justice Nazar Akbar, and
Justice Shahid Karim in the 2-
1 split verdict on December 17,
2019, had found Musharraf
guilty of high treason under
Article 6 for violation of the
Constitution and sentenced him
to death in absentia. The judg-
ment angered the country’s

powerful army that has ruled
over Pakistan for most of the
period during its 75-plus years
of existence. It was the first time
a former top military official
had faced such a sentence for
treason in Pakistan.

The death sentence was
later annulled by the Lahore
High Court. On Friday, hearing
the petition nine months after
Musharraf ’s death, the apex
court inquired why the appeal
had not been fixed for a hear-
ing for the past four years, and
lamented that it is unfortunate
that despite one judge’s order in
the chamber, the appeal was not
fixed for the last four years, the
newspaper said. “If we are not
accountable to our system, then
how will we be accountable to
others,” the paper quoted Chief
Justice Isa as saying. Musharraf ’s
counsel, advocate Salman Safdar

stated that in February 2020,
Justice Umar Ata Bandial had
ordered the office to fix the for-
mer military dictator’s appeal
against the Registrar’s objections
before the larger bench but the
case was not listed for the last
four years. The counsel stated
that the appeal is a continuity of
trial and this should have been
heard.  Musharraf, through
Safdar, had filed the plea to set
aside the conviction by saying
that the trial was conducted and
completed “in sheer violation of
the Constitution as well as the
Code of Criminal Proce-dure
(CrPC) 1898 as well as the sus-
pension of the judgment in the
interest of justice and fair play.”

“Subsequently, the hearing
of the case was adjourned till
November 21,” The Express
Tribune said. Musharraf, the
architect of the Kargil War in
1999, died in Dubai after a pro-
longed illness in February 2023.
The 79-year-old former military
ruler, who had been in the UAE
since 2016, was undergoing
treatment for amyloidosis at a
hospital in Dubai.

The charges against
Musharraf – who was sen-
tenced in absentia by the special
court – stemmed from his
imposition of a state of emer-
gency in 2007, after which
dozens of judges were placed
under house arrest or sacked,
sparking widespread street
protests by lawyers.
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Islamabad (PTI): A special
court in Pakistan on Friday
adjourned the hearing of the
cipher case against former prime
minister Imran Khan till
November 14 without any fur-
ther proceedings. The Special
Court headed by Judge Abul
Hasnat Zulqarnain held the trial
hearing in the Adiala Jail at
Rawalpindi where Khan has
been kept since September 26
when he was shifted there from
the District Jail, Attock.

“Cipher case hearing at
Adiala Prison (was) adjourned
till Tuesday, November 14, with-
out any proceedings,” said Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party in a statement. Khan, 71,
was arrested in August this year
after a case was filed against him
for disclosing a secret diplomat-
ic cable (cipher) sent by the
country’s embassy in
Washington in March last year.

The trial is being conduct-
ed under the Official Secrets Act
and the court on the last hear-
ing day, November 7, recorded
statements of witnesses. It was
not clear how many witnesses
out of 10 recorded their state-
ments. The former prime min-
ister and his close ally ex-foreign
minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi, 67, were indicted on
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October 23 for the alleged leak-
ing of a diplomatic cable and
violating the secrecy laws of the
country. The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) reg-
istered the case against Khan and
Qureshi, a co-accused in the case
about the document sent by the
country’s Washington embassy
in March 2022. On October 31,
the special court adjourned to
November 7 the hearing of the
cipher case without recording
the statements of any of the 10
witnesses.

fighting is likely to further set-
tle into attritional warfare and
analysts expect little change to
the more than 1,000-kilometer
(600-mile) front line. 

In Rostov-on-Don, less
than 100 kilometers (60 miles)
from Ukraine’s southeastern
border, Putin was “introduced
to new types of military equip-
ment” and was informed about
the progress of the war, his
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov

said, according to Russian state
news agency Tass. Putin made
the visit on the way back from
a trip to Kazakhstan, where he
aimed to cement ties with
Russia’s ex-Soviet neighbor and
major economic partner in the
midst of tensions with the
West over Ukraine. Around the
time that Putin was visiting his
southern military headquar-
ters, Russia launched a drone
attack on Ukraine.
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Equity benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty rebounded on Friday
to close with marginal gains due

to fag-end buying in power, utility and
metal stocks amid weak global trends.
After remaining in the negative terri-

tory for most part of the session, the
30-share BSE Sensex climbed 72.48
points or 0.11 per cent to settle at
64,904.68. During the day, it fell
251.25 points or 0.38 per cent to
64,580.95.
The Nifty went up by 30.05 points or
0.15 per cent to 19,425.35.
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Trading in the forex market
was impacted on Friday as

one of the platforms suffered an
outage. 
One of the electronic trading
platforms suffered an outage
around midday during the
trading hours due to which
players were unable to log into
the system, according to
sources. 
Orders dried up as a result of
this, they said, adding that
this created a heightened
uncertainty in the forex market,
causing excess volatility in the
Indian rupee, which was avoid-
able. 
According to market partici-
pants, the Rupee, which has

been range-bound around
83.30 to the dollar for many
weeks lost some ground as a
result of the volatility, depreci-
ating till 83.50 intra-day before
closing at 83.34 at the end of
the trading session. 
A source said the Reserve Bank
of India has asked the platform
to undertake a “root cause
analysis” and “ascertain
whether it was a system failure
or human error that led to the
disruption” on the platform. 
The RBI has also sought an
explanation from the platform
to understand the circum-
stances leading up to the dis-
ruption and if the standard
operating procedures on busi-
ness continuity were triggered
immediately or not. 
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Kukdukoo Fest in
Gurugram concluded on

November 5. This grand cel-
ebration of childhood, litera-
ture, arts, and theatre wit-
nessed a record-breaking foot-
fall of 31,543. Renowned
celebrities,  including
Bollywood actress Soha Ali
Khan and the talented ven-
triloquist Vighnesh Pandey,
graced the event.
Kukdukoo Fest has become
the canvas of childhood itself,
where every colour and stroke
represents the joy, curiousity,
and dreams of our children,
leaving us in awe of their
view of the world, said
Avishek Roy, festival co-
founder. 
This festival is a gentle nudge
in the midst of our hectic lives,
reminding us to pause and
revel in the beauty of laughter,
the richness of learning, and
the magic of coming together,
remarked Soha Ali Khan.
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The government on Friday
said more than 20 aban-

doned mines have been iden-
tified by state-owned CIL for
evaluation and feasibility study
for pump storage projects.
The information was shared by
Coal India Ltd (CIL) during a
diversification review meeting
held by Coal Secretary Amrit
Lal Meena.
State-owned NLCIL has also
taken up a feasibility study on
pump storage projects, the coal
ministry said in a statement.
Pumped storage power plants
use gravity to generate elec-
tricity using water that has pre-
viously been pumped from a
reservoir in the pit into an
upper reservoir.
During periods of low demand,
the water is pumped into the
higher reservoir. When
demand is high, the water is
released to drive a turbine in a
powerhouse and feed electric-
ity into the grid.
Over 200 de-coaled mines with

huge land area are available in
coal producing areas. Many of
these mines are feasible for
pump storage projects.
Further, direction has been
given for stakeholders consul-
tation with agencies who may
be interested in undertaking
such projects and to identify
additional sites that can be used
for setting up of pump storage
projects, the coal ministry said
in a statement.
“The business model like EPC
and PPP may be finalised in
consultation with stakeholders
and such projects may be
implemented in collaboration
with various stakeholders,
including state governments,
private players and research
institutions,” it said.
The coal ministry is embarking
on a plan to develop such pro-
jects in de-coaled coal mines,
leveraging the economic
advantages of a vast land bank
and economic viability. The
aim of the plan is to diversify
towards alternative source of
energy.
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During the Samvat year 2079 ended
on Friday, the BSE Sensex jumped
5,073.02 points or 8.47 per cent,
while the Nifty climbed 1,694.6 points
or 9.55 per cent.
During this period, the market capi-
talisation of BSE-listed surged over Rs
43.81 lakh crore to reach Rs
3,20,29,232.24 crore.
On a weekly basis, the BSE benchmark
advanced 540.9 points or 0.84 per cent,
and the Nifty rose 194.75 points or 1
per cent.
Among the Sensex firms, NTPC,

Tech Mahindra, UltraTech Cement,
Bajaj Finance, ITC, Bajaj Finserv,
Axis Bank and Power Grid were the
major gainers.
On the other hand, Mahindra &
Mahindra, HCL Technologies, Titan
and IndusInd Bank were among the
laggards.
“The benchmark index is taking cues
from the global market as the US cen-
tral bank is not confident that head-
line inflation is under control and
bond yields are mounting higher.
Despite these concerns, the market has

displayed strong resistance,
anticipating that India’s
October inflation will be man-
ageable and upside revision is
expected for Q1 FY24 GDP
growth,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services.
In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge climbed
0.38 per cent, and the midcap
index advanced 0.33 per cent.
Among the indices, utilities
jumped 0.95 per cent, power
climbed 0.92 per cent, metal
(0.67 per cent), commodities
(0.35 per cent) and capital
goods (0.37 per cent).
Consumer Discretionary, IT,
telecommunication, auto and
tech were among the losers.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong settled lower.
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Emphasising on the need to
stay positive, Indian foot-

ball team coach Igor Stimac
says injuries to key players
such as Ashique Kuruniyan
and Jeakson Singh have made
the task tougher ahead of the
FIFA World Cup Qualifiers.
India are slated to play Kuwait
in their den in a 2026 World
Cup and AFC 2027 Asian Cup
Preliminary Joint Qualification
Round 2 next week.
India are also playing in the
upcoming Asian Cup in
January next year.
“We have entered the new
phase of our work, and we
know it’s going to be very hard
and difficult on the boys. We
know that the next few months
until March will be very diffi-
cult,” Stimac told the All India
Football Federation (AIFF)
website.
“We are very optimistic then
that once the players, who are
missing now, are back, we will
become solid again and show
strength on the pitch, no mat-
ter who we play against.
“So, the focus at this moment
is how to replace those boys
who were the starting 11 play-
ers, such as Ashique
Kuruniyan, Anwar Ali and
Jeakson Singh (currently nurs-

ing injuries).
“They were our strength in the
latest successes we had. These
boys played very good football;
they were adding extra value to
the whole team,” he added.
India have emerged victorious
3-2 against Kuwait on their
home turf only once in a
friendly match in 2004.
Asked if the group is tough, he
replied in the positive and said
the aim is to bag the second
position.
“Yes, the group is very tough
and challenging because we
know there will be no easy
opponents, and they are the top
teams. So apart from that,
from the third pot we got by far
the best opponents available
(Kuwait).
“So, the group is tough at the
moment, but we need to
approach it game by game and
prepare for it. As far as I’m con-
cerned and with my experience
in football, November to
March will be difficult.
“To prepare well and to make
sure that the national team gets
enough time to secure the sec-
ond spot in the group and qual-
ify -- that is our plan.”
Stimac, the 1998 World Cup
semifinalist with Croatia, is get-
ting the squad together for only
a few days before the
Qualifiers.
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The Indian women’s hock-
ey team might have been
pitted against world No.5

Germany in the FIH Olympic
Qualifiers but an unperturbed
skipper Savita Punia said her
side has the wherewithal to
overcome the challenge. 
At No. 6, the hosts are the sec-
ond-best side in the India-leg
of the Olympic Qualifiers to be
held in Ranchi from January 13
to 19, and the other teams are:
New Zealand (9th), Japan
(11th), Chile (14th), United
States (15th), Italy (19th) and
the Czech Republic (25th) 
The other eight teams that will

fight for the Olympic spots in
Valencia, Spain, include
Belgium, Great Britain, Spain,
South Korea, Ireland, Canada,
Malaysia and Ukraine.
The top three teams from each
of the qualifiers will secure
their places in the Paris
Olympics next year.
“We are confident in our abil-
ities, and the rankings of
opposing teams don’t faze us as
we are ready to face all the
tough teams that will be com-
ing to India for the FIH Hockey
Olympic Qualifier,” said Savita.
“We played Germany in July, so
we know what we’re up
against,” she added. 
India’s chief coach Janneke

Schopman echoed Savita’s con-
fidence, saying that there was
a lot to learn from their title tri-
umph at the recent Asian
Champions Trophy in Ranchi. 
“A lot of things went well for us,
but there are always areas
where we can improve. We
need to avoid unnecessary
cards and make better use 
of our referrals,” the coach
said. 
“Similarly, with our attacking
style of play, we have to face a
lot of teams that play with 11
players behind their 25-yard
line and we have to get better
at creating opportunities play-
ing against a closed defence. 
“This tournament (ACT)

showed we are a tough team.
So, we will continue to focus on
ourselves, look for ways to
improve and leave no stone
unturned in our preparation for
the Olympic Qualifier,”
Schopman said. 
“We are familiar with New
Zealand, we played against the
US as well in the FIH Pro
League last year, but most
importantly I am happy to
take on these tough teams at
home,” she added. 
The top three teams each from
Ranchi and Valencia Qualifiers
will join hosts France,
Australia, the Netherlands,
China, Argentina, and South
Africa at the Paris Olympics. 
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The United States began its
campaign in the Billie Jean

King Cup Finals with a win over
defending champion Switzer-
land, setting up a decisive tie
against the Czech Republic for
a spot in the semifinals.
Danielle Collins and Sofia Kenin
won their singles matches to give
the Americans the victory that
left them tied with the Czech
Republic atop Group A. The U.S.
Will face the Czechs on Friday.
Only the winners in each of the
four groups make it to the semi-
finals. The Czech Republic beat
Switzerland on Tuesday.
The U.S. Is without its two top-
ranked players - No. 3 Coco
Gauff and No. 5 Jessica Pegula.
They opted to play in the WTA
finals, which was played just
before the Billie Jean King Cup
Finals.
Collins defeated teenager Celine
Naef 7-6 (4), 6-1 for her sixth
win in seven Billie Jean King
Cup matches. Kenin then beat
Viktorija Golubic 6-3, 6-7 (1), 7-
5 to seal the victory for the
Americans. Kenin is playing
her first Billie Jean King Cup tie
since 2020.
“I was very feisty and eager to get
back up the rankings and I def-
initely feel like I’m getting more
attention now,” Kenin said. “I
definitely feel I deserve it.”
The U.S. Remains unbeaten
against Switzerland in the Billie
Jean King Cup, winning all 10
ties between the nations.
The U.S. Is the most successful
nation in Billie Jean King Cup
history with 18 titles. It is trying
to reach the semifinals for the
second time in three years.
U.S. Team captain Kathy Rinaldi
will be stepping down from her
role after this year’s Billie Jean
King Cup Finals.
“I know in any tough situation,
I can look over at Kathy and
there is a calming presence
about her,” Collins said. “She’s
one of my biggest role models on
and off the court.”
Earlier in Group D, Italy defeat-
ed Germany 3-0 to reach its first
Billie Jean King Cup semifinal in
nine years.
Martina Trevisan defeated Eva
Lys 7-6 (6), 6-1 before Jasmine
Paolini beat Anna-Lena
Friedsam 6-3, 6-2.
In the doubles, Elisabetta
Cocciaretto and Lucia Bronzetti
defeated Friedsam and Laura
Siegemund 6-4, 6-7 (4), 11-9.
In Group C, Canada advanced
by beating Poland for its second
consecutive victory after defeat-
ing host Spain. Marina Stakusic
got past Magdalena Frech 4-6, 7-
5, 6-3, while Leylah Fernandez
beat Magda Linette 6-2, 6-3.
Australia defeated Kazakhstan 2-
1 in Alicia Molik’s final Billie
Jean King Cup tie after 10 years
as Aussie captain.
Storm Hunter put Australia
ahead by beating Anna Danilina
7-6 (2), 6-4. Kazakhstan evened
the tie with Yulia Putintseva
defeating Kimberly Birrell 6-0,
7-5, and Hunter and Ellen Perez
gave the Aussies the win by beat-
ing Danilina and Putintseva 6-
1, 4-6, 10-5.
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Liverpool’s comeback fell short in a 3-
2 loss at Toulouse in the Europa

League on Thursday but it was still a vic-
torious day for striker Luis Díaz.
Díaz’s father was released hours before
the match, 12 days after his kidnapping
in northern Colombia by members of
the guerrilla group National Liberation
Army, or ELN.
Diaz had appealed for his father’s
release after scoring Sunday in a Premier
League match, revealing a T-shirt say-
ing “Freedom for Papa” in Spanish.
On Thursday, Díaz didn’t score but still
tested Toulouse goalkeeper Guillaume
Restes with a low right-footed shot from
outside the area in the first half.
Aron Dønnum scored in the first half
and Thijs Dallinga doubled the advan-
tage just before the hour mark for the
hosts, who lost 5-1 at Anfield two weeks
ago.
An own goal from Cristian Cásseres
made it 2-1 in the 74th minute but
Frank Magri quickly restored the two-
goal lead.

Diogo Jota came on for Diaz in the 81st
minute and scored eight minutes later.
Liverpool thought its equalized in stop-
page time but Jarell Quansah’s goal was
disallowed by VAR.
The game was Jürgen Klopp’s 450th as
manager for Liverpool. 
Before it, Klopp told told TNT Sports
the Colombia striker was “really happy”
with the news that his father was freed.
After the game, he was not that happy
with his team’s performance.
“It was well deserved to lose because
they won pretty much all the decisive
challenges, battles,” Klopp said. 
“We have too many situations where we
should have won the ball but we didn’t.”
Liverpool leads Group E with nine
points from four games. Toulouse trails
by two in second.
Leverkusen remained the last team
with a perfect record after four games
with a 1-0 victory at Qarabag in Group
H. The Bundesliga leader reached the
round of 16 after Victor Boniface
scored the winner from the penalty spot
in stoppage time.
Brighton scored early in each half to beat

Ajax in Amsterdam 2-0 for its second
straight win after defeating the strug-
gling Dutch powerhouse by the same
score two weeks ago.
Forward Ansu Fati gave the Seagulls the
lead against the run of play amid Ajax’s
early dominance.
Simon Adingra doubled it on a counter-
attack to lift Brighton to second place
in Group B with seven points. Marseille
leads with eight after Chancel Mbemba
and Ismaïla Sarr scored in a 2-0 win at

AEK Athens, which remains on four
points in third.
Slavia beat Roma 2-0 in Prague, hand-
ing José Mourinho’s team its first defeat.
Václav Jurecka and Lukáš Masopust net-
ted second-half goals for Slavia to tie
Roma atop Group G with nine points
each. 
At London Stadium, Lucas Paquetá’s late
volley secured a 1-0 for West Ham over
Olympiacos to stay tied atop Group A
with Freiburg, which routed Serbia’s
TSC Backa Topola 5-0.
Borja Iglesias, Aitor Ruibal, Marc Roca
and Abdessamad Ezzalzouli all scored
for Real Betis in a 4-1 victory over Aris
Limassol and keep the lead in Group C
with nine points.
Danilo Pereira and Todd Cantwell
scored within eight minutes in the first
half to set Rangers on the way to a 2-1
victory over Sparta Prague. The Scots
are second on seven.
In Group D, Berat Djimsiti’s goal helped
Atalanta maintain the top place with 10
points after a 1-0 win over Sturm Graz.
Sporting is three points back in second
after a 2-1 win over Poland’s Raków.
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Spain coach Luis de la Fuente
called up four new players,

including Girona midfielder
Aleix García, on Friday for the
final two UEFA European
Championship qualifiers, with a
place in next year’s tournament
already secured.
Spain ensured it will be among
the 24 teams playing in
Germany after winning at
Norway 1-0 last month.
The three-time winner will close
out the qualifying phase by vis-

iting Cyprus on Thursday and
hosting Georgia three days later.
García, 26, has helped Girona far
exceed expectations to lead the
La Liga ahead of Real Madrid
and Barcelona after losing just
once in 12 games.
In addition to García, De la
Fuente could also give debuts to
Bayer Leverkusen left-back
Alejandro Grimaldo, Atletico
Madrid midfielder Rodrigo
Riquelme and Real Sociedad
goalkeeper Alex Remiro after
including them in his 25-man
squad.
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The upcoming National Billiards & Snooker
Championships is set to take place from

November 21 at the Nehru Indoor Stadium here.
It will be the 90th edition of the national cham-
pionship and the first edition to be held in the
city since 2011.
The event will be held for over 30 days and con-
clude on December 25, with around 1,500 cueists
across formats and age groups expected to par-
ticipate.
It would also include the likes of Aditya Mehta,
Rafath Habib, Vidya Pillai, Brijesh Damani,
Shrikrishna Suryanarayan and Anupama
Ramachandran.
The divisions expected at the event are Senior
billiards & snooker for men and women,
Masters snooker, 6 Reds Snooker for men and
women and sub-junior and junior billiards &
snooker for boys and girls.
“If you consider snooker in Europe, it is mak-
ing more money than cricket, while the prize
money too is quite high, nearly at par with
Wimbledon tennis, which is GBP 2,50,000,”
Tamil Nadu Billiards and Snooker Association
(TNBSA) vice-president Rajmohan told PTI. “It’s
all being possible because of the visual (televi-
sion) media. Gradually, with enough support,
I assure you 100% that we can gain immense
popularity next to cricket. It is how the sport has
gained popularity in England.”
Echoing Rajmohan’s thoughts, TNBSA president

BG Muralidharan said that the biggest challenge
for Indian snooker is to reach the masses, espe-
cially at the grassroots level.
“We have to reach out to more schools and uni-
versities; that’s how cricket has developed and
gained popularity (in the country).”
Billiards and snooker are some of the indoor
sports which are yet to make it to the Olympics,
and Rajmohan said efforts are being made to
ensure that it is included in the editions beyond
2028 Los Angeles Games.
“England and even China has come up very well
(in the sport). They are all strong countries,
alongside France and Germany. If these four
nations push for it, it will certainly be includ-
ed in the Olympics,” he said.
“After television and social media began spread-
ing the sport, the viewership has peaked, and it
will keep escalating in the coming years. So, if
this trend keeps going upwards, we will certain-
ly get there (in the Olympics),” he signed off. 
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Calmness of Rassie van der
Dussen and the fire of

Gerald Coetzee helped experi-
enced South Africa overcome
a spirited resistance from
Afghanistan to carve out a five-
wicket win in their last league
game of the World Cup here
on Friday.
Set a target of 245, South
Africa, who are already assured
of a place in semifinals, com-
pleted the task with Van der
Dussen remaining unbeaten
on 76 off 95 balls. 
Andile Phehlukwayo was
unbeaten on a 37-ball 39 after
a match-winning partnership
of 65 runs with Van der
Dussen. 
Earlier, pacer Coetzee took
four wickets as Afghanistan
were limited to 244 despite
Azmatullah Omarzai’s impres-
sive 97. Omarzai’s knock, how-
ever, helped the Afghans to
recover from 116 for six. 
The defeat notwithstanding,
Afghanistan, who shocked
defending champions England
and Pakistan during a very
promising campaign, would go
home with their heads held
high.
Continuing his good run in the
tournament, Omarzai faced
107 balls while hitting seven
fours and three sixes. However,

he could not record his maid-
en ODI hundred after failing to
score off the last three balls of
the final over bowled by Kagiso
Rabada.
On a pitch without any
demons, South Africa started
their chase confidently. But, as
the match progressed, things
didn’t pan out the way South
Africa would have liked them
to.
In the end, they achieved it

with 15 balls remaining after a
mighty scrap. 
The in-form Quinton de Kock
(41 off 47 balls) made his
intentions clear quite early
with a four and a six off Mujeeb
Ur Rahman, dancing down
the track to pummel the sea-
soned bowler over mid-off. 
The dashing left-handed bat-
ter, who went past Rachin
Ravindra to become the lead-
ing scorer of this tournament,

then pulled a Naveen-ul-Haq
half-tracker over deep square
leg for a maximum.
De Kock, however, could not
go on to make a big one as he
was adjudged trapped in front
of the wicket by Mohammad
Nabi, who chose to review after
failing to convince the on-field
umpire. 
Looking to play a reverse
sweep, De Kock missed and
the ball hit the pads, prompt-

ing Nabi to go for a loud
appeal. Afghanistan’s move to
review the decision was vindi-
cated when the ball tracking
showed that it was going to hit
the leg stump.
De Kock, who had earlier in
the day joined the likes of
Adam Gilchrist and Sarfaraz
Khan by taking six catches,
struck two fours and three
sixes.
Meanwhile, skipper Temba
Bavuma’s (23 off 28) poor run
continued as he was shown the
door by Mujeeb, who had the
batter in all sorts of trouble
with a back of a length deliv-
ery that hurried onto him. 
Bavuma, who looked like he
was struggling while fielding,
seemed to battle cramps after
he had come out to bat with an
intention to spend some time
in the middle following an
underwhelming sequence of
scores.
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Nothing less than a miracle
will help Pakistan as they

face a near-impossible task of
making the semifinals by win-
ning an unthinkable margin,
while a charged-up England
will look to qualify for the
Champions Trophy when the
two sides clash in the World
Cup here on Saturday.
New Zealand’s net run-rate
boosting five wicket-win over
Sri Lanka has virtually shattered
Pakistan’s semifinal hopes. The
1992 champions now have to
beat England by an improbable
margin.
New Zealand’s NRR is +0.743
while Pakistan’s is +0.036, and
for the Babar Azam-led side to
eclipse the former to qualify as
the fourth side, it has to win by
around 287 runs batting first.
While chasing, Pakistan need to
win with 284 balls to spare. That
is an impractical task. 
For defending champions
England, the World Cup title
defence dream may have been
over for quite a sometime now
but the Jos Buttler-led side will
aim to finish inside top-8 to
make the cut for the 2025
Champions Trophy.
As things stand, it’s a four-way
race with Bangladesh, Sri Lanka
and the Netherlands also in the
mix with England.
Their 160-run win over the
Netherlands in the last match
has given the down-and-out
England the much-needed late

charge as they have climbed up
to the seventh spot and face the
easiest equation among the
four teams.
A win against Pakistan should
seal the spot, considering that
both Bangladesh and the
Netherlands face tough oppo-
nents in Australia and India
respectively, and also have infe-
rior NRRs than England.

PAK BATTERS IN SPOT-
LIGHT: Pakistan have failed to
live up to the expectations in
this World Cup but have
showed some late surge in the
last two matches to stay alive.
Having played two matches
already at the Eden Gardens,
Pakistan have better knowledge
about the conditions which
has been slow and spin-friend-
ly during the middle overs.
But they would still need their
top-five to fire, which has not
been the case so far. 
Explosive opener Fakhar
Zaman, who put on a spectac-
ular show of power-hitting
against New Zealand, missing

five matches has been a mys-
tery. The left-hander has
showed what he’s capable of in
the last two matches.
He along with Babar, in an
unbroken 194-run alliance
from 141 balls in their DLS win
over New Zealand in the last
match, have demonstrated that
they can successfully tackle
any equation.

ENGLAND’S LATE SURGE:
About a month separated
England from their first and last
win in the global showpiece. In
between, they lost five match-
es in a row to see their World
Cup campaign go up in smoke.
Ben Stokes and David Malan
have done well in the previous
two games and it will be an
interesting battle against the
likes of Shaheen Shah Afridi
and Hasan Rauf.
Stokes is slowly coming to his
own with a half-century and an
84-ball 108 in last two match-
es, while opener Malan has
been their best batter in a for-
gettable World Cup.
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Indian star wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Rishabh Pant will be back

in action from the next IPL sea-
son, Delhi Capitals director of
cricket Sourav Ganguly has said.
Pant, the Delhi Capitals skipper,
had a close shave after his car hit
a divider and caught fire in a ter-
rifying accident in December
last year.
Having suffered multiple

injuries, Pant was back on his
feet after 40 days and on
Thursday, he joined his team-
mates during Delhi Capitals’
training session at the Jadavpur
University Salt Lake Campus
ground.
“He’s (Pant) good now. He will
play in the IPL next season,”
Ganguly told reporters giving an
update on Pant.
Ganguly, the former India cap-
tain, said Pant is here on a three-

day visit to strategise on team-
building ahead of the IPL auc-
tions slated in Dubai on
December 19.
Australia opener David Warner
led DC in Pant’s absence last sea-
son to finish second from the
bottom.
“Rishabh won’t be practising
here though. There’s still time for
him to get down to practice. By
January (2024), he’ll get even
better,” Ganguly said.
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Gurkeerat Singh Mann, who
played three ODIs on the

2016 tour of Australia, on Friday
announced his retirement from
international and Indian crick-
et.
Besides batting in the middle-
order for India, the 33-year-old
also bowled 10 overs of off-spin
in the ODI series against
Australia.
The retirement decision was
coming as he was in and out of
the Punjab team and played his
last of seven IPL seasons in 2020.
“Today marks the end of an
incredible cricketing journey
for me. It has been an honour
and a privilege to represent
India,” Mann wrote on
Instagram.
“My heart is filled with gratitude
for the support from my fami-
ly, friends, coaches and my fel-
low players. Each one of you
played a pivotal role in my
career.
“I would also like to thank
BCCI and PCA for their con-
stant support, guidance and
encouragement I’ve got through-
out my journey. Here’s to the
next chapter!”
He first attracted attention on
the domestic circuit in 2011
when his fiery batting helped
Punjab win the CK Nayudu
Trophy.
He was also in brilliant form
during the Ranji Trophy in
2015-16, when he slammed a
double century.
Before making his ODI debut,
he earned a call-up to India’s Test
team for the home series against
South Africa but could not
make his debut.
He was Punjab’s top run-scorer
in the Vijay Hazare Trophy in
2021-22.
In the IPL, he played for Punjab
Kings, Delhi Daredevils (now
Delhi Capitals) and Royal
Challengers Bangalore. He was
part of the title winning Gujarat
Titans squad in 2022 but did not
get a game.
In 41 IPL games, he made 511
runs at a strike rate of 121.
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Having sealed a semifinal
berth, a dominant Austra-

lia will look to continue their
rampaging run when they face
a Shakib Al Hasan-less Bang-
ladesh in their final assignment
before the knockout stage of the
World Cup here on Saturday.
The five-time champions have
been simply unstoppable,
stream-rolling any team that has
come their way in the last six
meetings, while Bangladesh suf-
fered the ignominy of being the
first team to be eliminated from
the ongoing showpiece.
Pat Cummins and Co. Stormed
into the semifinals on the back
of one of the greatest ODI
innings played by Glenn
Maxwell. The all-rounder bat-
tled cramps to smash an unbeat-
en 201 off 128 balls to lift
Australia from a precarious 91
for seven to the victory target of
292 against Afghanistan.
Bangladesh, on the other hand,
just about managed to keep
their 2025 Champions Trophy
qualification hopes alive with a
three-wicket win over Sri Lanka
in an ill-tempered game which
was overshadowed by the con-
tentious ‘timed-out’ dismissal of
Angelo Mathews. The top eight
teams, including hosts Pakistan,
will make the cut for the 2025
event and eighth-placed
Bangladesh will be desperate to
win to hold on to their position
inside top 8 in the standings.
Skipper Shakib was the top per-
former in their last match as he
snapped two wickets, ignited the
spirit of cricket debate by appeal-
ing against Mathews and then
scored a 65-ball 82 to earn
Bangladesh’s second win in the
tournament.
However, he has been ruled out
of the their last game with a frac-
tured left index finger, leaving
Bangladesh’s bowling depleted.
Anamul Haque has been called
up for the final match.
Najmul Hossain Shanto will
take over the captaincy and it

will be an tall task for him to
inspire Bangladesh to stop
Australia, who are riding high
on their batting might. If open-
er David Warner has been their
most prolific run-getter with 446
runs from eight innings, num-
ber 6 batter Maxwell has ham-
mered 397 runs which includes
the fastest ODI hundred in
World Cup and a double ton.
Opener Travis Head hit a cen-
tury on his return, while
Mitchell Marsh has a fifty and
hundred to his name but their
middle order has caved in some
times. A case in point being their
collapse against Afghanistan.
The Bangladesh bowlers will
need to exploit that when they
face off on Saturday.
Shoriful Islam and Mehidy
Hasan Miraz will have to shoul-
der the responsibility of the
bowling. Young Tanzim Hasan
Sakib had claimed three wickets
but conceded 80 runs in his
quota of 10 overs on World Cup
debut against Sri Lanka.
Among batters, the onus will be
on Litton Das and Shanto to give
them a good start, while
Mahmudullah and Mushfiqur
Rahim will need to produce the
goods at the lower order.
Shanto returned to form with a
90 off 101 in their last match and
will hope to be the fulcrum
around which the team’s batting
revolves. It won’t be easy as they
will have to first negotiate the
pace duo of Mitchell Starc and
Josh Hazlewood, while how
they fare against the spin of
Adam Zampa in the middle
overs will be the key.
With 20 wickets including three
four-wicket hauls, Zampa has
often squeezed the life out of the
opposition batting unit and
remains the biggest threat.
Australia possess a dominating
19-1 record against Bangladesh
in 21 ODIs and with a semifinal
already assured, Cummins and
Co. Look favourite to seal their
seventh win and carry the
momentum into the knockout
stage.
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Australia’s spin bowling coach
Daniel Vettori feels Adam

Zampa’s remarkable control over
his length has complemented his
other sublime skills, making
him almost unplayable in the
World Cup.
Among spinners, Zampa is lead-
ing the wicket-taker’s list in the
tournament with 20 scalps from
eight games at an average of
19.20. With his team in the semi-
finals, he could end up as the
highest wicket-taker in the ODI
showpiece.
The 31-year-old did not start
well against India before finding
his rhythm to take four-wicket
hauls against Sri Lanka, Pakistan
and Netherlands.
“Yeah, it was obviously a very
difficult start through injuries
and illness to be able to actual-
ly play (Zampa). Probably the
first three games was a bit of a
- well it was an amazing effort
because I think he was pretty
close to pulling out against
Pakistan. Fitness test right up to
just before the toss.
“So, to see him get through that,
has been the starting point. But
I think his control of his length
has been the best that I’ve seen
in this period of time, particu-

larly through those three games
where he took four wickets in a
row and then against England.
“We all know the skills and the
variations, but his ability to
actually just land the ball on the
spot time and time again gave
most teams limited opportuni-
ties to attack him,” said Vettori
on the eve of the game against
Bangladesh.
Zampa had taken three wickets
against arch-rivals England and
that effort too was outstanding,
said Vettori, himself a champi-
on spinner.
“The England game he didn’t go
for a boundary; he might not
have gone for anything more
than a single against two left-
handers, against Stokes and
Moeen who are very good play-
ers of spin.
“That’s been the testament in
that. It is all about the length of
control for him, because all the
other skills are there. But when
you combine that with that
aspect of the game as well, he’s
almost unplayable.”

‘MAXWELL IN FULL RE-
COVERY MODE’: Suffering
from cramps, Glenn Maxwell
was seen grimacing through
his jaw-dropping double centu-
ry against Afghanistan. The
team management may not
want to risk him against
Bangladesh ahead of the semi-
finals but Vettori said he is
recovering well.
“He’s definitely been in full
recovery mode the last few days.
We all saw the effects of the
innings and in particular the

heat. So, today’s a big day, see
how he pulls up.
“But obviously we’ve had a cou-
ple of days off so there’s been no
training. He’s not here today
(training) but we’ll just see how
he sort of feels as the day con-
tinues on but it’s obviously been
pretty hectic for him the last few
days,” said the former New
Zealand spinner.
WANT TO FINISH SECOND
FOR BETTER DRESSING
ROOM AT EDEN GARDENS:
On a lighter note, Vettori said

the team is looking to finish the
league stage in second place
ahead of South Africa as the
home team’s dressing room at
the Eden Gardens is superior
than the away one. The second
semifinal is scheduled on
November 16.
“The home dressing room at
Eden Gardens is better than the
away one, so we want second
place so we can get in that dress-
ing room.
“You have to take every factor
into it. Whether rain plays a part,
I don’t know. But, to finish sec-
ond, is still important, because
it has some very minimal ben-
efits.
“But it will be a focus for the
group to say that we can have an
opportunity to finish second if
we can win this game well. So,
I think that’s the starting point.
I think standards have been set.
“The fact that we’ve won six ga-
mes in a row after a tough start.
The fact that you want momen-
tum going into the semifinal. All
those little things,” he added.
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Test batter Henry Nicholls has
been accused of breaking

New Zealand Cricket’s code of
conduct after being reported by
umpires for ball tampering in a
domestic first-class match this
week.
Television footage of the Plunket
Shield match between Nicholls’
Canterbury province and Auck-
land appears to show Nicholls
brushing the ball against a hel-
met during a change of ends.
“Nicholls has been reported for
allegedly breaching Rule 3.1,
article 1.15 of the Code during
Day 3 of the Plunket Shield
match between Canterbury and
Auckland at Hagley Oval,” New
Zealand Cricket said in a state-
ment Friday. 
The rule “involves changing the
condition of the ball in breach
of Law 41.3 of the Laws of
Cricket.”
New Zealand Cricket said the
allegation had been referred to
a commissioner for first-class
cricket.

No date has yet been set for the
hearing. Nicholls is due to tour
Bangladesh with the New
Zealand squad later this month.
Nicholls has not commented on
the charge.
New Zealand’s leading limited-
overs players are in India com-
peting at the Cricket World
Cup, where a win over Sri Lanka
on Thursday moved the 2019
runnersup closer to qualifying
for the semifinals.
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The International Cricket
Council on Friday suspend-

ed its full-member Sri Lanka
after observing government
interference in the national board
following a tumultuous week.
The Sri Lankan parliament on
Thursday unanimously passed a
resolution, calling for the sack-
ing of the country’s cricket gov-
erning body, with both the rul-
ing and opposition parties sup-
porting it.
“The International Cricket

Council (ICC) Board has sus-
pended Sri Lanka Cricket’s
membership of the ICC with
immediate effect,” said the ICC
in a statement.
“The ICC Board met today and
determined that Sri Lanka
Cricket is in serious breach of its
obligations as a Member, in par-
ticular, the requirement to man-
age its affairs autonomously and
ensure that there is no govern-
ment interference in the gover-
nance, regulation and/or admin-
istration of cricket in Sri Lanka.
“The conditions of the suspen-

sion will be decided by the ICC
Board in due course,” the state-
ment added.
The resolution passed by Sri
Lankan parliament amounted to
government interference and
that was enough ground for the
ICC Board to suspend Sri Lanka’s
membership.
A sequence of events unfolded in
Sri Lankan cricket following the
team’s disappointing run in the
ongoing World Cup in India. Sri
Lanka could manage only two
wins from nine games and are
out of the semifinals race.
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