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QUOTE OF THE DAY
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In Telangana, the fight is between
the Congress and BRS. Earlier, BJP
leaders used to swagger around
here like Bollywood heroes. They
did not even realise that the four
wheels of their vehicle had come
off. Today, BJP leaders are queuing
up to join Congress. We do

not want them. Soniaji
helped you in creating
Telangana state and | can < ;
also say that had Sonia
Gandhi not helped, then a
separate

Telangana would

not have been

formed.
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B RATE WILL REMAIN HIGH’

DONT MISS...

Jobaspirants rely
on free food....

Serving food at some of the
temples free of cost in Hyderabad
is quite common. Everyday,
devotees, beggars and students
queue up for food at various
temples and pandals in the city.
Due to the free food distribution
job aspirants are saving around
Rs 150 per day. So, if we take
into account the devotees who
come to temples, for example
1,000, it will be Rs 15 lakh that is
being saved.Those who have food
at temples say that even sold food
doesn’t provide these items, like
halwa, sweets and mixture, along
with two or three...

PFI moves SCover
UAPA tribunal ...

The Popular Front of India (PFI)
has moved the Supreme Court
against an Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) tribunal
confirming the five-year ban
imposed on it by the central
government.A bench of Justices
Aniruddha Bose and Bela M
Trivedi, which was scheduled to
hear the plea, adjourned the
matter saying the petitioner has
circulated a letter for
adjournment.In its petition, the
PFI has challenged....
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Kerala hamlet
starts wooing...

A nondescript hamlet in Kerala is
fast becoming a hub of global
companies, thanks to the ‘work-
near-home’ policy of the Left
government. Kulakkada village in
southern Kollam district now
boasts the presence of the
prominent American accounting
company GR8 Affinity. The US
company has opened its office at
ASAP Skill Park in Kulakkada,
which was inaugurated by state
Finance Minister K N Balagopal on
Thursday. Official sources said the
mini IT park was set up at the
ASAP Skill Park with...
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KL Rahul hopes
India batters...

With Virat Kohli joining Rohit
Sharma among India’s century
makers in the World Cup,
wicketkeeper-batter KL Rahul
hopes the others too will chip in
with triple-figure knocks to help the
team maintain its unbeaten run in
the league stage. After India captain
Rohit scored 131 against
Afghanistan in India’s second game
in New Delhi, Kohli’s 48th century -
103 not out off 97 balls (6x4s,
4x6s) ensured a fourth consecutive
win here on Thursday. The team’s
next challenge will be against a
formidable New Zealand...
-SPORTS

We'll give Rs 15k
support price to
turmeric farmers

K VENKATESHWARLU
M JAGTIAL (TELANGANA)

The Congress will ensure that
turmeric farmers get Rs 12,000 to Rs
15,000 support price per quintal, if
the party is elected to power in
Telangana in the November 30
assembly polls, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi said on Friday.

Addressing a rally here,
during the party's
ongoing 'Vijayabheri'
Yatra in the state, he
said the Congress
government, if
comes to power, will
also ensure that farm-
ers get Rs 500 more
than the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for =
every crop they grow. The
Congress will also revive the sugar
factory here, he said.

Gandbhi reiterated that if voted to
power, Congress would undertake
a caste census in India, including
Telangana.

In Telangana, the fight is
between the Congress and BRS.
Earlier, BJP leaders used to swag-
ger around here like Bollywood
heroes. They did not even realise
that the four wheels of their vehi-
cle had come off. Today, BJP lead-
ers are queuing up toWe do not
want them,' he said. 'Sonia ji helped

EC notice to
Pragathi Bhavan
officials over
KCR ‘misusing’

PNS B HYDERABAD

Election Commission on Friday
reportedly issued a notice to
Pragathi Bhavan officials over
Chief Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao handing over B-forms from
the official residence of the Chief
Minister. Even on Friday, the Chief
Minister gave a B-form to Talasani
Srinivas Yadav at Pragathi Bhavan.

The notice was reportedly based
on a complaint lodged by the
Congress that ‘B Forms” had been
handed over at Pragathi Bhavan, in
violation of the model code of con-
duct. Notice was allegedly served
by District Election Officer of
Hyderabad.

The complaint by TPCC senior
vice-president G. Niranjan said
Pragathi Bhavan was a public
property and should not be used
for political purposes as per the
election code.

you in creating Telangana state and
I can also say that had Sonia
Gandhi not helped, then a separate
Telangana would not have been
formed.

The Congress leader accused
Prime Minister Narendra Modi of
not making public the data of the
caste census done by the then
Congress-led UPA regime.
"The Congress after
coming to power in

Delhi (in Centre) will
release the previous
- data and also con-
I duct, new caste cen-
! sus,” Gandhi said,
adding the party will
also get the caste cen-
=~ sus done in Telangana if
elected to power.
Attacking BRS, BJP and
AIMIM, the Wayanad MP said they
work in cahoots and Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao-led outfit
supports the saffron party in the
Parliament.

Striking an emotional chord,
Gandhi said his relationship with
Telangana goes back from the times
of former Prime Ministers Jawaharlal
Nehru, Indira Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi.

He reiterated that the upcoming
elections in the state is between
Dorala (feudal lords) Telangana and
Prajala (people's) Telangana.

>
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Cong has 5 CM faces: KTR

PNS B HYDERABAD

BRS Working President KT
Rama Rao said that the
Congress is finding it diffi-
cult to get voters as its five
leaders are busy fighting to
occupy the CM’s chair.
“Jana Reddy said that we
never ran after posts and that
posts came after us. There
are many who got new shirts
stitched and walls painted.
Exactly the same thing hap-
pened five years ago. At that
time Uttam Kumar Reddy
said that he wouldn’t shave
his beard. He continues with

once again KCR will become
the Chief Minister,;”, KTR
said.

He also expressed confi-
dence about winning 95 to
105 seats in the upcoming
polls.

“The BJP and the
Congress are afraid of KCR’s
entry into national politics.
The attacks on KCR have
increased after he announced
his entry into national poli-
tics with the launch of the
BRS. However, KCR will
return to power in Telangana
a third time irrespective of
the opposition’s efforts and

itand is trimming it. T would
like to say to all those who
are claiming to be CMs that

dreams,” he said.
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KCR vows to do alot more for Galwel

Chief Minister KCR made it clear
that the BRS will achieve a hat-trick
victory in the Assembly elections.
“What is needed is yet to be done
and much more needs to be done.
Don't be satisfied with what you
have achieved. The quest for
excellence is unending. If the
development of Telangana
shouldn’t stop the BRS must win

again.
2

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Central Election
Commission is paying special
attention to Telangana in the
context of the Assembly elec-
tions.

The CEC has become
alarmed as huge amounts of
cash are already being seized
and has decided to send
20,000 men belonging to
Central forces to the state. In
the next two days, CISF and
CRPF will come to the state.

The CEC is now focusing

CEC to deploy in TS 20,000
men from Central forces

on MRO-level officers to dis-
trict-level officers. A huge
amount of cash has been
seized during checks con-
ducted so far across the state.
Due to this, the CEC thinks
that stringent measures are
needed.

State election officials are
sending regular reports to the
Election Commission of India
after receiving information
that there is a possibility of
massive distribution of money
and liquor to voters in com-
ing days.

ISRO begins
of uncrewed

PNS B SRIHARIKOTA

ISRO on Friday said the 13-hour
countdown for the launch of an
uncrewed flight test, marching
towards the ambitious mission of
sending Indian astronauts into
space, commenced on Friday.

A single-stage liquid propulsion
rocket, equipped with a Crew
Module and Crew Escape System,
is slated for a lift-off from the first
launch pad at the spaceport here at

PNS B HYDERABAD

Union Minister of Women and Child
Development and Minority Affairs
Smriti Zubin Irani called upon peo-
ple to defeat the 30 per cent commis-
sion KCR government and vote for the
BJP.

She said that Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao himself admitted
that BRS MLASs are collecting 30 per
cent commission from Dalit Bandhu
beneficiaries.

Addressing the Naari Shakti
Vandan Mahila Sammelan pro-
gramme held at the Dubbaka
Assembly constituency headquarters
here on Friday, Smriti Irani said that
on Vijaya Dashami, adharm has to be
defeated and so people should vote for

countdown for the launch
test flight m|SS|on

8 am on Saturday. The test vehicle
mission is aimed at studying the
safety of the crew module and crew
escape system in bringing Indian
astronauts back to Earth in the
eventual Gaganyaan mission.

The Gaganyaan mission aims to
send humans into space on a Low
Earth Orbit of 400km for a three-
day mission and bring them safely
back to earth in 2025.
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Sand revenue increased 149 times in BRS regime
TSMDC chief rejects Rahul’s charges about sand mining

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Chairman of the

that sand is under the control
of the Chief Minister's fami-
ly. Can Rahul answer why the

The Telangana

he said.

Sand is now available dur-
ing the rainy season and

learn how they are following
our policy;” he said.
Minister Navjot Singh

Telangana State Mineral
Development Corporation,
Krishank Manne, has strong-
ly condemned Rahul Gandhi’s
allegations made at Mulugu
about sand mining in
Telangana.

"Rahul has become a script
reader and is levelling baseless
charges against Telangana’s
sand policy. The Telangana
Government under Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao has increased sand rev-
enue to Rs 5,901.73 crore
from a meagre Rs 39.66 crore
during the Congress govern-
ment. Without going into
facts, Rahul randomly said

revenue from sand increased

Government under Chief

149 times under the BRS
compared to the Congress
government’s time? The
Congress seems to have
become a hub of lies,”
Krishank said.

This has been done without
even increasing sand prices

and due to the introduction of
the New Sand Mining Policy
in the year 2015, he said.
“Before the introduction
of the New Sand Mining
Policy from 2007 to 2014,
the revenue from sand min-
ing was just Rs 39.66 crore.
The price of sand was also
around Rs 1,500 per tonne

and even at that price sand
was not available always.
After the introduction of
the New Sand Mining Policy
by the TS Government an
amount of Rs 5,901.73 crore
has come into the treasury

Minister K.

| increased sand revenue

to Rs 5,901.73 crore from
a meagre Rs 39.66 crore
during the Congress
government.

for 1,512.11 lakh tonnes of
sand till October 17, 2023.
The Congress made it
extremely difficult for peo-
ple to get sand. But under
KCR's leadership everything
has been made transparent,’

rates are also under control.
He stressed the fact that
there has been no increase in
sand prices in the open mar-
ket since 2014.

The TSMDC Chairman
recalled that even the Centre
had no choice but to appreci-
ate the New Sand Mining
Policy of TS. “The Secretary
of the Union Mines
Department not only appre-
ciated the policy of KCR but
also asked other states to
adopt the Telangana state
sand mining system,” he said.

"Before lecturing us, Rahul
needs to talk to his own party
units in different States, and

Sidhu and a 5-member team
visited the Kaleshwaram sand
reaches to see sand mining.
The Telangana State Sand
Mining Policy is the most
transparent system in which
all operations starting from
extraction till the sand reach-
es the end user is monitored
in a most transparent manner.
In fact, a one-member team
from Chhattisgarh also came
here to check out our sand
policy,” Krishank said.

The Telangana Sand Mining
Policy was studied by at least
seven States including the
Secretary of the Union
Ministry of Mines, he said.

the BJP and make dharm victorious.

“Dear mothers and sisters you
know during the coronavirus pan-
demic all of you got two doses of vac-
cine. It was made possible by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Did Sonia
Gandhi or Rahul Gandhi or your
Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar

Telangana seeks UN
intervention in
Palestine-Israeli crisis

Describing the loss of lives in
Gaza in war-torn Palestine,
Telangana Minister K T Rama Rao
has urged the United Nations to
intervene immediately and work
towards an amicable resolution.
In a message posted on ’X’ on
Thursday, Rama Rao said the
actions of both Palestine and
Israel are difficult to justify and
are creating a severe
humanitarian crisis. "It is crucial
for all parties involved to distance
themselves from indiscriminate
violence. Instead, the focus
should be on prioritising dialogue
and diplomacy as the means to
fulfill the aspirations of the
Palestinian people while also
addressing Israel’s security
concerns. "l urge the United
Nations to intervene immediately
and work towards an amicable
resolution," he said in the
message.He further said he
stands in support of the call for
an immediate ceasefire and the
provision of essential
humanitarian aid to the

people of Gaza.
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‘Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao himself
admitted that BRS MLAs

are collecting 30 per cent
commission from Dalit
Bandhu beneficiaries.’

Rao supply the vaccine? We gave Rs
27,000 as MSP for paddy while it was
only Rs 3,000 during the Congress
government. For cotton and paddy,
we gave Rs 1,07,000 crore in the last

10 years.
>

BRS banks on T'S
sentiment; pits it against
Gujarat and Delhi

NAVEENA GHANATE
B HYDERABAD

The BRS seems to be banking on
the Telangana sentiment in this
election too. However, this time it
has more to do with Delhi and
Gujarat than Andhra Pradesh.

Almost every speech of BRS
leaders is aimed at reigniting the
Telangana sentiment. They recall
the woes the region suffered under
Congress rule in United Andhra
Pradesh. As the Congress is the
main adversary, it has become easy
to kindle regional sentiments and
appeal to voters not to fall for
Delhi and Gujarat parties.

On Friday, KT Rama Rao said
that this is a fight for Telangana’s
self-respect and identity. He made
these remarks quoting Prime
Minister Modi’s statement that
“Gujarati Sardar Patel freed
Hyderabad and another Gujarati
Modi will free Telangana from
KCR?”

The Congress also made a sim-
ilar statement. TPCC chief
Revanth had said, “if not for
Sonia Gandhi we would have
begged alms at Birla Mandir or
Nampally Dargah?”

On Friday, KCR said, “When I
was a minister, the then Chief
Minister said at a Cabinet meet-
ing that Telangana would not get
any more investments. I told
them that I didn't understand. I
asked how can a child survive if
the mother was a devil. T asked
how investments would come if

the Chief Minister himself said
that Telangana would not get any
investment?”

During his speech at Gajwel,
Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao recalled how Telangana leg-
islators were discriminated against
during NTR’s government.

“When elections came they
used to give tickets to Rayalaseema
and Uttarandhra first. They used
to give tickets last to Telangana
saying it is near. The Chief
Minister was NT Rama Rao. A day
after my father’s death, I went to
Nacharam Studio to get the B-
Form. Everyone from Telangana
was there. There were state-level
leaders, ministers and MLAs.
They sat like beggars on the steps
of a temple. It hurt a lot. There
were not even chairs,” KCR said.

He also recalled how
Chandrababu Naidu increased
electricity rates which led to his
resignation.

KCR also recalled when farm-
ers came to protest, the
Chandrababu government opened
fire at them at Basheer Bagh.

Interestingly, the BRS is divid-
ed on Chandrababuss arrest. So far
K. Chandrasekhar Rao has issued
no statement about the former AP
CMs arrest.

The TDP vote bank came to the
BRS in 2018. But this time they
think that there is a possibility of
it going to the Congress due to
Revanths TDP background. So the
BRS has not raked up the
Telangana sentiment so far.
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Season of ‘Aaya Ram,
Gaya Ram’ in TS now

PNS B HYDERABAD

It’s the season of "Aaya Ram,
Gaya Ram" in Telangana as the
major players have been hit by
spate of resignations and defec-
tions in the run up to next
month’s Assembly elections.

Ruling Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) and BJP lost
some key leaders to Congress
during the last couple of
months.

The Congress too has suf-
fered setbacks with some of its
leaders defecting to the ruling
party.

Friday witnessed party hop-
ping by some more leaders.

BJP leader and former MLA
Revuri Prakash Reddy joined
the Congress in the presence of
Rahul Gandhi, who was cam-
paigning in the state. This
came a few days after state
Congress President A. Revanth
Reddy met Prakash Reddy and
invited him to join the party.

Prakash Reddy had resigned
from the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) to join the BJP in 2019.

He was then the politburo
member of TDP.

The TDP, which is still unde-
cided on contesting the elec-
tions in Telangana due to the
arrest of its leader and former
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu in a cor-
ruption case in Andhra
Pradesh, suffered a blow on
Friday when its politburo
member Ravula
Chandrasekhar Reddy joined
the BRS.

BRS Working President K. T.
Rama Rao welcomed him into
the party. One of the last key
leaders of TDP in Telangana,
Chandrasekhar Reddy was
with the party since 1982 when
it was floated by N.T. Rama
Rao. He was elected twice to
the Andhra Pradesh Assembly
from Wanaparthy. He had also
served as a member of Rajya
Sabha.

Minister for Panchayat Raj
E. Dayakar Rao, who was
Chandrasekhar Reddy’s col-
league in TDP, played a key

Randomization of EVMSs
done at GHMC office’

PNS ®m HYDERABAD

Hyderabad District Election
Officer GHMC
Commissioner Ronald Rose
said that the election manage-
ment exercise for the 15 con-
stituencies in Hyderabad dis-
trict is being conducted com-
prehensively.

The District Election
Officer completed the first
randomization of EVMs, the
ballot unit and the VVPAT
machine at the command
control room at the GHMC
headquarters on Friday in
the presence of the represen-
tatives of political parties and
the Deputy DEO, Anudeep
Durishetty.

Ronald Rose also directed
officials to keep the EVM
Distribution and Reception
(DRC) centres clean and
ready with all facilities. He
inspected the distribution
and reception centres being
set up for the seven Assembly
constituencies in Hyderabad
city.

First, they inspected the
Bahadurpura Assembly con-
stituency and proposed the
setting up of a DRC Centre at
the Arora College in

Bandlaguda. The officials
were instructed to inspect
the Malakpet constituency
where a DRC Centre is being
set up at the GHMC Indoor

ALMANAC

Month & Bhadrapada:

Stadium in Amberpet and to
remove all useless items
immediately.

He inspected the Amberpet
constituency and the DRC
Centre established at the Raja
Bahadur Venkat Ram Reddy
College in Narayanguda and
made some suggestions.

The officials were told to
examine the DRC centres in
Jubilee Hills and Khairatabad
constituencies being set up at
the Kotla Vijayabhaskar
Reddy Indoor Stadium in
Yousufguda and to complete
the repairs there immediate-
ly. They were also told to
examine the Secunderabad
Cantonment Constituency
DRC Centre being set up at
the Wesley College in
Secunderabad and the Sanath
Nagar Constituency DRC
Centre being set up at the
Osmania University Campus
Commerce and Business
Management College in
Secunderabad.

Later, the election and
police officials were asked to
ensure that no mistakes were
made and to take strict secu-
rity measures at the centres
where the EVMs are kept
secured.

The police officials were
asked to provide round-the-
clock security with local and
Central forces to prevent
untoward incidents.

Continued from page 1

Sukla Paksha

Tithi:Saptami:

Oct 20 11:25 PM
to Oct 21 09:53 PM

Ashtami: Oct 21 09:53 PM Samman Yojana and they
to Oct 22 07:59 PM received Rs 9,000 crore

Nakshatram: because of Modi. The rail
Purva Ashadha:  Oct 20 08:41 PM track to Siddipet, Elkaturthi
to Oct 21 07:54 PM Road, the Rs 6,000 crore

Uttara Ashadha: ~ Oct 21 07:54 PM Ramagundam Fertilizer
to Oct 22 06:44 PM factory, the smart city tag

Rahukalam: 907 AMto10:34AM  for ‘A(’i%rangﬂ azr;dogi(;idipet,
. " N spending KRS s crore
Yan.Iagandam. 1:27 PM to 2:54 PM on MNREGS to establish
Varjyam: 03:30 AM to 05:02 AM permanent assets and the
Gulika: 6:14 AM to 7:40 AM opening of 1.13 lakh
Amritakalam:  03:15 PM to 04:48 PM Jandhan bank accounts was

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:37 AM to 12:23 PM

HYDERABAD WEATHER

Forecast: Mostly Sunny
Temp: 33”

Humidity: 57%
Sunrise: 6:11 AM
Sunset: 5:51 PM

Updated: October 20, 2023 5:00 PM

35 lakh farmers in
Telangana are getting Kisan

made possible by Modi,” she
said and referred to the
Mudra loans to seven lakh
beneficiaries and loans to
five lakh street vendors.
“The NDA government
constructed 2,500 km of
NHs and textile parks. The
Bhvya Ram Mandir is com-
ing up because of Modi.
Then to whom should

role in bringing him into the
BRS. Congress leader Jitta
Balakrishna Reddy also joined
the BRS on Friday. It's a home
coming for Balakrishna Reddy.
He had quit TRS (now BRS) to
float Yuva Telangana Party.
Last year, he merged his Yuva
Telangana Party with the BJP
last year. Unhappy over being
sidelined by the BJP leadership,
he joined Congress in July.

As the Congress leadership
rejected his demand for
Assembly ticket from Bhongir,
he decided to switch loyalties
to BRS.

Former president of
Telangana Non Gazetted
Officers’” Association Mamila
Rajender also joined the ruling
party.

Meanwhile, Congress
received a jolt with TPCC Vice
President Dr Cheruku
Sudhakar resigning from the
party. Telangana Inti Party
leader Sudhakar had joined
Congress last month and had
merged his party with the
grand old party.

Congress MP Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy, however, was
unhappy over Sudhakar being
admitted into the party. In
March this year, an audio
recording of a phone call, pur-
portedly made by Venkat
Reddy, threatening to kill
Sudhakar and his son Dr
Suhas, went viral on social
media.

Sudhakar is likely to join the
BRS soon. The joining will
give some relief to the ruling
party, which has lost several
leaders including a couple of
sitting legislators to the
Congress party in the last
couple of months.

In another development, a
section of Congress leaders
from Chennur staged a protest
near a hotel in Karimnagar
where Rahul Gandhi was stay-
ing. They were carrying plac-
ards with the slogans save
Congress save Chennur. They
were demanding that
Chennur seat should not be
given to CPI under seat shar-
ing agreement.

Cheruku
Sudhakar quits
Congress

PNS B HYDERABAD

Senior Congress leader and
Telangana protagonist Dr
Cheruku Sudhakar resigned
from the Congress on Friday
saying that Congress leaders
are not giving priority to
BCs.

In his resignation letter,
Sudhakar said that Rahul
Gandhi’s hard work would go
waste if TPCC president
Revanth Reddy failed to
recognise the feelings of
Backward and weaker sec-
tions.

He said that it pained him
a lot when Revanth failed to
react to Bhongir MP
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy's
criticism against him. The
party leadership did not allow
BC leaders on the dais when
the unemployment meeting
was held at Nalgonda and
only one community’s lead-
ers were on the dais.

Sudhakar said that he was
pained to hear the leadership’s
statement that they had given
12 seats to BCs in the first list.
He also condemned Revanth's
criticism against Ponnala
Laxmaiah.

SC orders Rs 30 lakh payout to kin

PNS B NEW DELHI

Taking a grim view of inci-
dents of sewer deaths in the
country, the Supreme Court on
Friday said government
authorities will have to pay Rs
30 lakh as compensation to the
kin of those who die while
cleaning sewers.

A bench comprising Justices
S Ravindra Bhat and Aravind
Kumar said those who suffer
permanent disabilities while
cleaning sewers will be paid Rs
20 lakh as minimum compen-
sation.

"The Union and the state
governments must ensure that
manual scavenging is com-

Cong has....

Continued from page 1

Speaking after Jitta
Balakrishna Reddy of the
BRS, he said, “Some builders
told me that the Congress
government of Karnataka is
charging an election tax to
fund the Telangana polls”

“Revanth earlier said that
Sonia Gandhi is Bali Devatha
and Rahul Gandhi is Mudda
Pappu meaning Dal Tadka or
Dal Makhani, whatever it is.
That Bali Devatha has today
become Goddess Kaali and
Pappu has become Nippu
(fire), KTR added.

‘Deteat 30%...

votes go?” she asked.

Referring to the BRS
Government in the state,
Smriti said that K.
Chandrasekhar Rao came
to power in promising
Neellu, Nudhulu and
Niyamakalu but cheated
the people in all these
things.

“Kaleshwaram could
have been completed for
Rs 40,000 crore. But even
after spending Rs 1 lakh
crore it has not been com-
pleted and 60 per cent of
people are unable to get
water. In the case of
Nidhulu, the surplus state
is now in deep trouble
with a debt of Rs 5 lakh
crore. The funds went to
the ruling family. In
Niyamakalu, all ruling
family members become
employed while the youth
was taken for a ride and
cheated.

pletely eradicated," the bench
said.

Pronouncing the judgement,
Justice Bhat said the authori-
ties will have to pay up to Rs
10 lakh if the cleaner suffers
other disabilities.

Issuing a slew of directions,
which were not read out, the

bench directed that the gov-
ernment agencies must coor-
dinate to ensure that such
incidents do not occur and
moreover, the High Courts
are not precluded from mon-
itoring the cases related to
sewer deaths.

The judgement came on a
PIL. The detailed order is
awaited.

As many as 347 people died
while cleaning sewers and sep-
tic tanks in India in the last five
years with Uttar Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Delhi
accounting for 40 per cent of
these deaths, according to gov-
ernment data cited in Lok
Sabha in July 2022.

Low-pressure area
over Bay of Bengal

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

A low-pressure system cur-
rently resides over the
Southwest and adjacent
Southeast Bay of Bengal,
accompanied by a cyclonic cir-
culation extending into the
mid-troposphere levels, main-
taining its presence.

Meteorological authorities
have indicated that this system
is likely to intensify further,
potentially developing into a
depression over the West
Central Bay of Bengal by the
upcoming Monday. The
announcement was made by
the Meteorological Centre on
Friday.

In the latest weather update,
the forecast suggests the pos-
sibility of light rain in isolat-

ed areas of North Coastal
Andhra Pradesh, South
Coastal Andhra Pradesh, and
Rayalaseema over the course
of the next seven days. In the
previous 24 hours, isolated
instances of rain were report-
ed in Coastal Andhra Pradesh,
while Rayalaseema experi-
enced dry weather conditions,
as outlined in the report.

BRS MLA
Rekha Naik
joins
Congress

PNS B HYDERABAD

Khanapur MLA Rekha
Naik of the BRS joined
the Congress in the
presence of Rahul
Gandhi on Friday dur-
ing the Vijayabheri pub-
lic meeting at Armour.

Senior BJP leader
Revuri Prakash Reddy
and senior BRS leader
Prathap Reddy also
joined the Congress in
Rahul’s presence.

Rahul came to RGI
Airport after the
Armoor meeting and
from there he left for
New Delhi.

SC halts arrest of Naidu till

verdict in ski

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Friday
asked the Andhra Pradesh
Police not to arrest TDP chief
N Chandrababu Naidu in the
FibreNet case till it delivers ver-
dict on the plea in the Skill
Development scam case.

A bench of Justices
Aniruddha Bose and Bela M
Trivedi listed the anticipatory
bail of Naidu in the FibreNet
Case for hearing on November
9 and told the Andhra Pradesh
Police, "Let the earlier under-
standing continue."

The bench was referring to
the statement of the Andhra
Pradesh Police on October 13,
when it had said that police
will not take Naidu into cus-
tody.

Justice Bose said since the
order is reserved on another
plea, it would be appropriate if
the court takes up the instant

KCRvows todoalot more....

Continued from page 1

We are winning 95 to 105
seats. There is no doubt in
that,” he said.

KCR held a meeting with
the BRS leaders of Gajwel
constituency at the conven-
tion hall in Tumkunta in the
Toopran area.

“Jehangir bhai asked, what
is the matter with you? Why
are you going to Kamareddy?
There is a reason for that. I
said why should I go there as
I have houses and land in
Gajwel. I'said I will stay here,

you need not worry. Whoever
wins in Gajwel will be the
government in the state. It's
going on for ages. So definite-
ly he said stay here;” KCR said
on the occasion.

KCR said that more people
died of fear of the
Coronavirus than the virus
itself. “I wanted to ensure that
everyone in Gajwel has a
house but couldn’t do so due
to demonetisation and the
Covid-19 pandemic,” he said.

“How much majority you
will give depends on you.
People know who we are.

We have come to a certain
level. We will do the remain-
ing work in our next term.
There is a pain when I go
around in Gajwel due to my
responsibility. There is only
one thing missing for me. I
am an MLA but I was hard-
ly seen in the constituency.
That is a big problem. In the
middle of it, the coronavirus
pandemic broke out. In our
next term, I will allocate one
day every month to the con-
stituency and discuss its
development with key func-
tionaries,” he said.

Canada withdraws 41 diplomats from
India; MEA denies violating norms

PNS B TORONTO/NEW DELHI

Canada has withdrawn 41
diplomats from India after it
threatened to strip them of
their diplomatic immunity by
Friday, Foreign Affairs
Minister Melanie Joly has
said, amid a diplomatic row
over the killing of a Sikh sep-
aratist.

Canada has also announced
that it will be "pausing" all in-
person services at its con-
sulates in Chandigarh,
Mumbai and Bengaluru and
was directing all Canadians in
India to the High
Commission in New Delhi.

In New Delhi, the Ministry
of External Affairs on Friday
rejected Canada's attempt to
"portray" the withdrawal of 41
Canadian diplomats from the

country as a violation of inter-
national norms. India assert-
ed that ensuring two-way
diplomatic parity is fully con-
sistent with the provisions of
Vienna Convention on diplo-
matic relations.

"We reject any attempt to
portray the implementation
of parity as a violation of
international norms," the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said in a statement.

Tensions flared between
India and Canada last month
following Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau's explosive allegations
of the "potential” involvement
of Indian agents in the killing
of Khalistani extremist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar on June 18 in
British Columbia. India had
designated Nijjar as a terrorist
in 2020.

India has rejected Trudeau's
allegations as "absurd" and
"motivated”.

"The state of our bilateral
relations, the much higher
number of Canadian diplo-
mats in India, and their contin-
ued interference in our internal
affairs warrant a parity in mutu-
al diplomatic presence in New
Delhi and Ottawa," it said.

The MEA said it has been
engaged with the Canadian
side on the issue over the last
month in order to work out the
details and modalities to ensure
implementation of parity in
diplomatic presence.

"Our actions in implement-
ing this parity are fully consis-
tent with Article 11.1 of the
Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations," the
MEA statement said.

plea of Naidu after the verdict
is delivered.

Senior advocate Siddharth
Luthra, appearing for Naidu,
said police are looking to take
him into custody in FibreNet
case despite the fact that he is
already in custody in the Skill
Development scam case.

Senior advocate Ranjit
Kumar, appearing for Andhra
Pradesh government said for
custodial interrogation of
Naidu in the FibreNet case, it
will seek permission of the
court as he is already in judi-
cial custody in another case.He
said that the state has no prob-
lem in awaiting the judge-
ment of the court.

The bench said, "Let the ear-
lier understanding continue”
and adjourned the matter.

On October 13, the Andhra
Pradesh Police told the top
court they will not arrest Naidu
in the FiberNet case till

KCR made it clear that it is
his responsibility to develop
Gajwel as a benchmark for
the state in all fields.

He said that in all parts of
India, groundwater levels
have fallen but in Telangana,
groundwater levels have
risen. That was possible only
due to the Kaleshwaram
Project, the Kondapochamma
and the Mallanna Sagar pro-
jects.

"We built the project’s first
phase. Congress people and
others criticized and blocked
them,” he said.

sCam Case

October 18 due to the penden-
cy of his petition related to the
Skill Development
Corporation scam in the apex
court.

The FiberNet case relates to
alleged tender manipulation in
allotting a work order under
Phase-1 of the AP FiberNet
Project involving Rs 330 crore
to a favoured company.

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) of Andhra
Pradesh Police has alleged
irregularities in the project
right from awarding the tender
to completion of the work,
causing a huge loss to the state
exchequer.

Naidu, 73, was arrested on
September 9 for allegedly mis-
appropriating funds from the
Skill Development Corporation
when he was the chief minis-
ter in 2015, causing a purport-
ed loss of Rs 371 crore to the
state exchequer.

Telangana seeks
UN intervention....

Continued from page 1

The Palestinian militant
group Hamas carried out a
barrage of air strikes in
Southern Israel on October
7. The Israel Defense Forces
(IDF), in response,
launched multiple attacks
targeting Hamas' key infra-
structure. So far, thousands
of people have been killed
in Israel and the Gaza Strip
in the biggest escalation in
decades between the two
sides.

ISRO begins....

Continued from page 1

On Saturday, ISRO would
attempt a successful launch of its
Test Vehicle - Demonstration
(TV-D1), the single stage liquid
propulsion rocket.

The test vehicle mission with
this crew module is a significant
milestone for the overall
Gaganyaan programme as a
nearly complete system is inte-
grated for the test tomorrow.

"TV-D1- Test Flight. The
countdown leading to the
launch at 08.00hrs IST on
October 21, has commenced at
7pm" ISRO said on its website
on Friday.

The success of this test flight
would set the stage for the
remaining qualification tests
and uncrewed missions, leading
to the first Gaganyaan pro-
gramme, ISRO said.

The crew module and the
crew escape system are the

payloads in the rocket. The crew
module is a habitable space with
an Earth-like environment in
space for the crew. It consists of
a pressurised metallic 'inner
structure' and an unpressurised
‘external structure' with 'thermal
protection systems'.

In the first test flight on
Saturday, the crew module
would capture flight data for
evaluation of the performance
of various systems onboard,
enabling the scientists to gain
knowledge on the performance
of the vehicle.

The entire test flight
sequence on Saturday is expect-
ed to be brief as the Test Vehicle
Abort Mission (TV-D1) will
launch the crew escape system
and crew module at an altitude
of 17 km which are expected to
make a safe touchdown in the
sea, about 10 km from
Sriharikota on India's eastern
coast.
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Job aspirants rely on free
food at temples pandals

PNS B HYDERABAD

Serving food at some of the
temples free of cost in
Hyderabad is quite common.
Everyday, devotees, beggars
and students queue up for
food at various temples and
pandals in the city. Due to the
free food distribution job aspi-
rants are saving around Rs 150
per day. So, if we take into
account the devotees who
come to temples, for example
1,000, it will be Rs 15 lakh that
is being saved.

Those who have food at
temples say that even sold
food doesn't provide these
items, like halwa, sweets and
mixture, along with two or
three curries. Food is also
God's gift, and it has been
made very neatly.

During Ganesh Navratri and
Vijayadasami, every lane has a
pandal and every three lanes
have free food service to all.
Daily around 10,000 persons
are surviving on the food being
served at temples. Some of the
temples extend it in the
evening also.

Wholly, around 15,000 peo-

ple are having food at pandals
and temples free of cost. At
Chikkadapally, Srinu, a stu-
dent, said, "I usually have food
at hotels.

I eat only two times daily,
lunch and dinner. So on these
auspicious days, Gods are pro-
viding food. Iam saving money
for my future needs."

Job aspirants eat daily at var-
ious temples and pandals. One
of the reasons is money and the
other one is taste. E Somesh
said, "I have a mess card, for
which I have paid Rs 30,000 for

30 days. If T eat at these tem-
ples, I will save at least 8 days
during the Dasara festival. It is
very sad that people refuse to
extend money when we ask
someone for it. So, that's why
I have to save money to satis-
fy my hunger."

"Where can we get this good
food for Rs 602 Any place in
Hyderabad? No. For the taste,
I eat at various temples in these
auspicious days. But compar-
atively Ganapati temples are
too many to compare with
Durga Devi temples. So food

Those who have
food at temples
say that even sold
food doesn’t
provide these
items, like halwa,

sweets and
mixture, along
with two or three
curries. Food is
also God’s gift,
and it has been
made very neatly

distribution is also very less this
time," said a devotee at
Ashoknagar.

While one person gains,
another person loses. Here
that loser is a restaurant owner.
They are losing thousands of
customers at this time. One of
the restaurant owners at RTC
X roads said that he has been
losing business during Ganesh
Navaratri and Dasara festi-
vals. So, he is hoping that the
same God will send more cus-
tomers to his restaurant after
the festival ends.

hyderabad 03

Stickers with new voter info
will be pasted on all houses

PNS B HYDERABAD

GHMC Commissioner Ronald
Rose said that stickers contain-
ing new voter-related informa-
tion will be pasted on every
house.

The GHMC Commissioner
who is also the District
Election Officer was attending
a training programme for sec-
toral officers held at the
Banjara Bhavan in Banjara
Hills on Friday.

The Election Officer said
that one sectoral officer has
been appointed for every 10 to
12 polling stations. Sectoral
officers will visit each polling
station in their jurisdiction
three times and would take
advance measures to ensure
that ramps, drinking water,
fans, lights, Internet, sockets,
toilets and other facilities are
available at all polling sta-
tions.

He said that a day will be
allotted to all polling staff and
they will be given postal bal-
lot on the same day. In this
election, the Election
Commission of India has given
flexibility to women polling
staff to report at polling sta-
tions assigned to them at 5 am
on polling day.

Sectoral officers should have
information about polling staff
in all polling stations in their
jurisdiction. They will have
magisterial powers a week
before the polling, so that
action can be taken against
those who disturb the elec-
tions.

The Commissioner also said
that a route map should be
made and kept ready at all
polling centres. Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) will distribute
voter slips after November 10.
A mock poll should be con-
ducted before polling day and
steps should be taken to ensure
that all those standing in queue
vote are able to vote even after
polling time.

On polling day, the mock

poll report, the voter turnout
report and other reports must
be submitted to the District
Election Officer (DEO) by the
presiding officer of the sectoral
officer.

Deputy DEO Anudeep
Durishetty said that sectoral
officers will work like wardens
for the district machinery, RO
and polling booth staff.
Officers should visit polling
centres in their jurisdiction in
an hour to one and a half hours
on polling day. They should
guide the installation of new
EVMs at polling centres on
polling day if there is a tech-
nical problem. During the
mock polling, steps should be
taken to cast 50 votes for each
candidate and NOTA.

He said that awareness was
created about problematic
polling centres during earlier
training programmes.

Hyderabad DRO, Yakatpura
RO Venkatachari said,
"Sectoral officials were thor-
oughly taught about the mea-
sures to be taken on pre-poll,
poll eve and polling days.
Measures should be taken on
vulnerable area mapping, voter
awareness, and minimum
facilities as part of pre-poll
arrangements.

DEO Rose
Inspects
polling centres

PNS B HYDERABAD

District Election Officer
Ronald Rose inspected
polling and vote counting
centres on Friday from 7:30
am to 10 am.

He visited seven DRC cen-
tres, namely the Aurora Legal
Science Academy at
Bandlaguda which comes
under the Bahadurpura con-
stituency, the GHMC Indoor
Stadium at Amberpet which
comes under the Malakpet
constituency, the Raja
Bahadur Reddy Vakata Rami
Reddy College for Women in
Narayanagida which comes
under the Amberpet con-
stituency, the Kotla Vijaya
Bhaskar Reddy Indoor
Stadium which comes under
the Khairatabad constituen-
cy, the CSIIT, Wesley College
ground which comes under
the Secunderabad
Cantonment constituency,
the Osmania College of
Commerce and Business
Management which comes
under the Sanatnagar con-
stituency and the G. Ram
Reddy Centre of Distance
Education which comes
under the Secunderabad con-
stituency.

Two held for diverting
PDS rice at Malakpet

PNS B HYDERABAD

The sleuths of Commissioner's
Task Force, Central Zone
Team, Hyderabad, along with
Civil Supplies officials, appre-
hended two accused persons
who were organising illegal
PDS rice business to sell it at
high rates to agents on Friday.

The accused are Mohd
Imran (30) S/o Mohd Ali, R/0,
Malakpet and Samad Baig
Ameer Baig (22) S/o Ameer
Baig, R/o, Nanded,
Mabharashtra, (PDS lorry dri-
ver).

The prime accused Mohd
Imran is running a pan shop
for his livelihood. Later, he
organised illegal PDS rice busi-
ness to gain easy profits by
engaging with local agents,
purchasing PDS rice from the
Food Security Card beneficia-
ries for Rs 7 per kg in
Hyderabad, packing and trans-
porting the rice through a
goods vehicle- Reg MH18AA-
1569 to Zaheerabad, Nanded
and Bidar. He sells the PDS rice

Prime acoused Mohd Imran, along with his driver Samad Ameer Baig

at Rs 30 per kg to local agents
to earn easy profits.

While the prime accused,
along with his driver was
transporting the rice to
Zaheerabad to deliver it to
agent Patel & Khan, the police
officials laid a trap near TV
Tower, Malakpet limits, inter-
cepted the vehicle and appre-
hended the accused along with
PDS rice weighing 235 quintals
at Rs 10 lakh. The accused,
along with seized material

were handed over to Civil
Supplies authorities, Malakpet
Division for further action.
The arrest was made under
the supervision of P
Radhakishan Rao, Deputy
Commissioner of Police(OSD),
Commissioner's Task Force,
Hyderabad by B Raju Naik,
Inspector of Police, Central
Zone Task Force and SIs - Ch
Naveen Kumar, S Sai Kiran and
staff of the Central Zone Task
Force Team, Hyderabad.

Begumpet Police arrest two,
seize six mohile phones

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Begumpet Police appre-
hended two persons and
seized six mobile phones from
them on Thursday.

The police officials are
engaged in vehicle checking at
Balamrai Kaman. The accused
A-1 Bobili Anil (40), S/o: Late
B. Prakash, R/o: Near Old
Water Works, Hashmathpet,
Bowenpally and A-2 Bandari
Krishna (23), S/o: Late
Satyanarayana, Hashmathpet
X Roads, Bowenpally, tried to
escape from the police officials
who saw them but were caught
later.

On inquiry, the accused
started giving evasive replies.
Later on thorough interroga-
tion, they admitted to commit-
ting the crime The accused
confessed that they had sold
one mobile to one unknown
person and spent the amount
on their lavishness. The police
officer seized four mobiles
i.e., Three Realme mobiles,
two Samsung mobiles, one
Redmi mobile and One Hero
CD Deluxe from them.

Later, they were brought
them to the police station. The

police personnel further
enquired about some more
mobiles, to which they
requested that if the police
personnel follow us, they will
handover some more mobiles.
The police officer said the
accused were being sent to
judicial remand and continu-
ing further investigation. The
Begumpet police arrested
them U/s 382 IPC and 102
IPC of Begumpet Police
Station, North Zone,
Hyderabad and produced
them before the XI ACMM
Court, Secunderabad for judi-
cial remand on Friday.

The team - J. Nagaraju, Sub
Inspector (SI) of Police, police
constables - Poorna Chander
and P Mahesh of Begumpet
police station were rewarded
for apprehending the accused.

PNS W HYDERABAD

The sleuths of Commissioner's
Task Force and Central Zone
team have busted a hawala
money racket which was oper-
ating from Abids and seized Rs
45,90,000 and three cellphones
from them on Friday.

The accused persons were
identified as Al - Manoj
Kumar Sharma (40), S/o.
Babulal Sharma, R/o.
Goshamahal, Hyderabad,
native of Rajasthan; A2 - Syed
Shah Raheemuddin Qadri
(35), S/o Syed Shah Samdani
Qadri of Bholakpur,
Musheerabad; A3- Mohd
Zakir Hussain (44), S/o late
Noor Mohammed of
Bholakpur, Musheerabad.

The accused Manoj Kumar
Sharma was working under
Jagruthi Steel, Mehidipatnam,
while the others Syed Shah
Raheemuddin Qadri and
Mohd Zakir Hussain were
running steel and scrap trad-
ing.

During the course of time,
they came in contact with

Hawala money rac

busted, Rs 45 lakh

hawala money transfer agents
and organised illegal hawala
money transfer business by
supplying money to hawala
brokers, particularly in metro-
politan cities.

They used to communicate
with others through messages
and WhatsApp chatting by
maintaining a code of identi-
fication and deliver the hawala
money to the brokers in order
to evade tax.

According to Al accused,
he collected a huge amount
from customers and trans-
ported the money on his bike

et
se1zed

(Honda Activa number
TS09FK-2319) in the limits of
Abids and waited to deliver the
amount to customers.
However, the police appre-
hended him and he confessed
to other accusers who are
part of thes hawala business.
Immediately, the police offi-
cials apprehended them and
seized an unaccountable
amount. The accused persons
did not disclose the cash bills
pertaining to the amount.
The cops seized Rs
45,90,000, Honda Activa, and
three cell phones from the
accused persons. The accused
persons were handed over to
SHO, Abids Road police sta-
tion for further investigation.
The arrest was made under
the supervision of P Radha
Kishan Rao, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(OSD), Commissioner's Task
Force, by B Raju Naik,
Inspector of Police, Central
Zone Task Force team and SIs
- S Sai Kiran, Ch Naveen
Kumar, along with the staff of
the Central Zone Task Force.

Hyd Metro begins
three-day festival

PNS B HYDERABAD

Hyderabad Metro Rail (HMR)
has started its three-day Metro
Fest on Friday. It is a celebra-
tion of art, culture and enter-
tainment which _

= T

will end on o

October 22. =
Passengers are 8 F

invited to the fest, w g

which is filled |
with cultural per-
formances, free
mehendi art, a
vibrant flea mar-
ket and a capti-
vating photo booth corner.
This event is being held at
Ameerpet Metro Station from
3 pm to 8 pm.

HMR MD and CEO KVB
Reddy said, "Every year dur-
ing the festival season, L&T
Metro Rail organises customer

T

engagement events and this
time it's bigger and grander,
catering to all age groups. I
encourage all our valued cus-
tomers to enjoy and celebrate
this festive season at Ameerpet

Metro Station.

e — Happy Dasara to

'+~ oneandall"
'~ This festival is
a way of express-
ing gratitude to
all Metro pas-
sengers who
m a k e
Hyderabad
Metro Rail their
preferred mode of transporta-
tion every day.

KVB Reddy inaugurated
the Metro fest at Ameerpet.
Sudhir Chiplunkar, Chief
Strategy Officer, and other
dignitaries from LTHMRL
participated in the festival.

BRS-backed Jagan Mohan
wins HCA president post

PNS B HYDERABAD

Arshanapalli Jagan Mohan
Rao has been elected as the

Cricket Association (HCA)
with one vote after securing
63 in his name, while
Amarnath got 62 votes. Jagan
is an entrepreneur and the
secretary general of the
Handball Association India.
He represented the United
Members of HCA panel. He
claimed that the State gov-
ernment backed him and
wanted the mess to be sort-
ed out.

Elections were held for
the Apex Council at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Cricket
Stadium in Uppal,
Hyderabad on Friday. Many
renowned personalities,
including former Indian

—

<1, E=

president of Hyderabad

cricket team skipper and ex-
president HCA Mohammed

Azharuddin, cricketers
including VVS Laxman,

Mithali Raj, Shivlal Yadav,
among others exercised their
voting right.

Daljeet Singh from the
Good Governance panel won
the race for the vice-president
post while Basavaraju from
Panel for Good Governance
won the joint secretary post
after edging out Chitti
Sridhar by just one vote.

United Members of HCA
panel's CJ Srinivas Rao will
be the treasurer while Sunil
Kumar Agarwal of Cricket
First panel emerged victori-
ous as councillor.

MLC Kalvakuntla Kavitha
said, "Congratulations to my
brother Jagan Mohan Rao A
on being elected as HCA
President. Wishing you a
successful tenure focused on
the growth and development
of rural cricket."

Pfizer India,
KIMS tie-up
to unveil CoE

PNS B HYDERABAD

Pfizer India collaborated
with the Krishna Institute
of Medical Sciences
(KIMS) Hospital,
Hyderabad to establish a
Center of Excellence
(CoE) for Adult
Vaccination on Friday. The
centre was inaugurated by
Dr Bhaskar Rao, CMD,
KIMS Hospital.

This strategic collabora-
tion reflects the firm's
commitment to promot-
ing and enhancing the
adoption of adult vaccina-
tion within the local com-
munity to protect patients
against vaccine-pre-
ventable diseases (VPDs).

The CoE at KIMS
Hospital was established to
set up a comprehensive

ecosystem.

Green Eench sought to re;ﬁlre
Musi river, heritage sites

PNS B HYDERABAD

Social activist Lubna Sarwath
has appealed to the Chief Justice
of Telangana High Court for set-
ting up an ecological heritage
bench to restore the Musi river
and the ecological heritage in
Telangana on Friday. She
requested the HC to stop the dis-
respect and invasion of thou-
sands of water bodies in Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) limits.
In a video petition, she said,
"It demonstrates how the river

is compromised by concretisa-
tion of Musi river between High
Court and Osmania General
Hospital (OGH). People are
throwing medical waste on the
banks of river Musi and a park-
ing lot is being constructed.” On
this issue, she requested the
court to take suo motu cogni-
sance and resolve the issue.
She said, "This appeal is to
save lives and human dignity; as
the standards of our lives is
being jeopardised due to pollut-
ed, encroached and compro-
mised natural resources."

Next big thing in medicine

PNS B HYDERABAD

FICCI Ladies Organisation
(FLO), Hyderabad Chapter,
organised a colloquium called
"Healthier Women, Healthier
Society" on women's health, in
association with AIG Hospitals
at Gachibowli on Friday. The
Next big thing in Medicine is the
Gut Microbiome, said Dr D
Nageshwar Reddy, Chairman
and Chief of Gastroenterology at
AIG Hospitals, while addressing
the session.

"The gut breaks down the
foods we eat and absorbs nutri-
ents that support the body's
functions. The importance of the
gut to our overall health is a topic
of increasing research in the

medical community now.
Research is showing us that our
gut microbiome can affect ever
organ in our body," added Dr
Reddy.

"One of my friend's daughter

FLO Chairperson Ritu Shah giving a memento to Dr D Nageshwar Reddy

1S

was once caught drunk driving.
But to the rude shock of every-
body she never touched alcohol
in her life but this has happened.
She had to pay the fine and got
out. Subsequently, we found that

‘Gut Microbiome’

it happened because of a medical
condition called 'Auto Brewery
Syndrome'. This means her
stomach had a brewery factory.
Subsequently, we produced this
in court and got over the prob-
lem," said Dr Nageshwar Reddy.

"But now Gut Health is the
topic of the world. Our stomach
is full of bacteria both good and
bad. The stomach has billions of
bacteria. It has 1,000 species in
the intestine, 10 times more
than our body, he added.

Dr Pragnya Chigurupati,
Consultant Breast Surgeon; Dr
Sujana Priya, Consultant
Radiation Oncologist and Dr
Indraja Siripurapu, Consultant
Medical Oncologist, participat-
ed in the colloquium.

Workshop on Fintech ecosystem,
fraud prevention held

PNS B HYDERABAD

A workshop on investiga-
tion of 'Fintech Ecosystem
and Fraud Prevention' was
conducted for the officers of
CID, TS by Paytm on
Friday.

Mahesh M Bhagwat,
Additional Director General
of Police (ADG), Crime
Investigation Department
(CID), Telangana, inaugu-
rated the workshop. He said
that with the ever-increasing
usage of digital transactions,
fraudsters are resorting to
innovative ways of duping
the innocent into losing
their hard earned money. It

is important for Investi
gation Officers to have a
comprehensive understand-
ing of functioning of pay-
ment gateways and aggrega-
tors both for prevention and
detection of frauds com-
mitted through digital pay-
ment platforms.

The workshop was con-
ducted by VVR Murthy,
Regional Director (South),
Mehnaz Parveen, Vice-
President, Jamal Sait, Legal
Counsel (South) and Ajay
Kumar Swami, Associate
Vice-President of Paytm
Payment Services Limited.
Other senior officers of CID
attended the workshop.
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Deceptive OBC narrative of Rahul, Rama Rao

How do we know that? It's

easy. Congress party's
scion, Rahul Gandhi, has
started talking about social
justice. During previous elec-
tions, it was about women. As
soon as it became apparent
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
are bent upon passing the
Naari Shakti Vandan
Abhiyaan - popularly called
the Women's Reservation Bill
- in Parliament, Rahul Gandhi
shifted tune.

Rahul is aware that there is
no stopping the Modi govern-
ment from providing reserva-
tions for women in legislative
bodies at the state and the
national levels the moment
the NDA government made
public its agenda during the
last month's special session of
Parliament. Attempts to pro-

It's election season again.

vide reservation for women to
improve their representation
in Assemblies and Lok Sabha
started almost three decades
ago. Time and again, the
Congress' alliance partners -
UPA, most of whom
regrouped as INDI Alliance
recently - blocked progress.

Rahul, unable to digest that
credit for passing a historical
reform aimed at gender justice
will go to Modi and the BJP,
dropped women's cause like a
hot potato and picked up the
cause of caste-based social jus-
tice. During the discussion on
the reservation bill, Rahul
raised the question of OBC
(Other Backward Classes)
representation at the secretary
level in the Union govern-
ment's bureaucracy. Since
then, he has been asking for
a Caste Census so that every
caste can get its due based on
its population.

Not to be outdone by the

Rahul, unable to digest that credit

for passing a historical reform aimed

at gender justice will go to Modi and the
BJP, dropped women’s cause like a hot
potato and picked up the cause of
caste-based social justice. During

the discussion on the reservation bill,
Rahul raised the question of OBC

Congress scion, Taraka Rama
Rao, scion of the ruling Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) in
Telangana, declared they were
ahead in making the demand
for a Caste Census. The scions
and their parties contended
that the OBCs could not
receive their proper share in
the country's resources as
there was no concrete data on
their numbers; hence, the
need for a Caste Census. They
blamed Modi and the BJP for
not caring about OBCs' inter-
ests. Over the past month,

leaders of Congress and BRS
have been pushing the narra-
tive that they are the only par-
ties that care about the OBCs.

Those aware of the
Congress and BRS' nature
and history were stunned at
the audacity of the two scions.
It did not go unnoticed that
Rahul and Rama Rao belong
to dynastic parties headed by
forward caste families. It is
impossible for an OBC to ever
rise to the pinnacle of power
in their parties. Not just peo-
ple from OBC or other castes,

but even members of their
caste who are not from their
families can never wield real
power in their parties. A non-
family member can only be
‘appointed’ to positions of
power by the first families of
their parties but can never
become powerful.

Except for very brief inter-

regnums, the Prime Ministers
during the Congress regimes
at the Center were always
from the Nehru-Gandhi
dynasty. Sonia Gandhi-
Rahul's mother appointed
Manmohan Singh, the last
Congress PM. As expected
from members of a dynastic
party, the Congress leaders
unabashedly and repeatedly
make two claims to glorify
their first family members.
Sonia Gandhi 'sacrificed' the
Prime Ministership and
‘appointed' Manmohan Singh,
and that the Prime
Ministership was Rahul's for
the asking.

Similarly, no one in the BRS
party believes anyone other
than the son of the Chief
Minister can succeed him to
the presidency of their party
or the Chief Ministership
when their party is in power.

While in the BRS, an OBC
becoming the Chief Minister

of the State is impossible
owing to the regional nature
of the party, the same is
impossible in the Congress by
design.

In all the decades the
Congress was in power in
undivided Andhra Pradesh,
no OBC was ever "appointed'
to the Chief Ministership.
Rahul's dynasty had absolute
control over who became the
Chief Minister when their
party came to power in the
State. Rahul's family exer-
cised this power through
'sealed cover' appointments,
but never did any sealed cover
contain the name of an OBC.
Forget the top positions in
their parties or governments;
a cursory look at their election
ticket distribution is enough
to expose their discrimination
against the OBCs.

On the other hand, the
Bharatiya Janata Party stands
in complete contrast to these

dynastic parties. Narendra
Modi became the Prime
Minister not because some-
one 'appointed’ him to the
position but because of his
sheer hard work, commit-
ment, and merit. It is the
democratic nature of the BJP
and its 'Sabka Saath' philos-
ophy that provides an envi-
ronment in which every
karyakarta gets equal oppor-
tunity.

As for the claims of Rahul,
Rama Rao, and their parties
- the Congress and the BRS
- the more they talk about the
OBCs, the more the voters
are reminded of their
hypocrisy. Describing the
likes of Rahul and Rama
Rao, Ralph Waldo Emerson
said it best: "What you do
speaks so loudly that I can-
not hear what you say."

(The author is BJP
TS spokesperson)

ECI transfers cops,
including OSD
Task force

PNS W HYDERABAD

P Radhakrishna, OSD, Task force, Hyderabad
City, is transferred with immediate effect and
directed to hand over the charge of the post
to the officer as decided by the Commissioner
of Police, Hyderabad city. Rao, a state police
officer, was appointed OSD of the Task Force,
which is the powerful QRT of city police after
his retirement in 2020.

He is replaced by IPS Nitika Pant.
Birudaraju Rohith Raju, IPS (RR:2018),
Group Commander, Grey Hounds, is trans-
ferred and posted as Deputy Commissioner
of Police, South East Zone.

B Balaswamy, IPS (RR:2018), DCP, SB,
Rachakonda, is transferred and posted as
Deputy Commissioner of Police, South West
Zone. Nitika Pant, IPS (RR:2017), DCP,
Women Safety, Cyberabad, is transferred
and posted as Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Task Force.

Dr Chetana Mylabhatula, IPS (RR:2013),
Joint Director, Anti Corruption Bureau,
Hyderabad is transferred and posted as
Deputy Commissioner of Police, Peddapalli,
Ramagundam Commssionerate.

DrTarun Joshi, IPS (RR:2004), IGP,
Training, O/o DGP, TS, Hyderabad, is trans-
ferred and posted as Joint Commissioner of
Police, Rachakonda.

KCR’s hattrick from Gajwel

and as

PNS B GAJWEL

“Your enthusiasm shows that
you are prepared to chart a new
history,” Minister for Finance
T Harish Rao on Friday told
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
activists.

Speaking at a meeting here,
the Minister expressed confi-
dence that Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao would
score a hattrick from the con-
stituency and he would score
a hattrick as Chief Minister.
The people need to remain
grateful to the Chief Minister
for turning the constituency
into a role model in develop-
ment.

Harish Rao recalled that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
dedicated the Mission
Bhagirath to the nation. The
Mission Bhagiratha emerged as
a role model for the nation.
“Gajwel is the role model for
the nation. The credit for estab-
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Minislér for Finance T Harish Rao speaking at a meeting in Gajwel on Friday

lishing a railway station for
Gajwel should go to KCR. A
government hospital is now
under construction. There is no
need for anyone to approach
private hospital once the big
government hospital is estab-
lished here,” he pointed out.
The Velli Vagu and Haldi Vagu
are brimming water even now.
With the improvement of irri-

gation facilities, the farmers in
Telangana have been producing
paddy worth 3,500 crore. The
women used to stage protests
with empty vessels in the com-
bined Andhra Pradesh. Now,
drinking water is being sup-
plied to every household under
Mission Bhagiratha in Gajwel.

“We need to remain grate-
ful to KCR for developing the

constituency and turning it
into a role model. I appeal to
you to ensure that KCR wins
with the highest majority,” he
said. The people in a vast
number of villages adopted
resolutions that they would
vote en masse for KCR. He
urged the BRS activists to
strive for KCR’s victory with
the highest majority.

Congress known for
ts betrayal: Kavitha

PNS W NIZAMABAD

The Congress party is known for betray-
al in Telangana, said BRS MLC K Kavitha
on Friday. She severely criticised Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi for spreading false-
hood.

Reacting strongly to Rahul Gandhi's
comments, Kavitha said that the Congress
had betrayed Telangana people. She said
that it was former Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, who forcibly merged
Telangana with Andhra Pradesh during
the 1950s and it was Indira Gandhi who
denied a separate Telangana in 1969. It led
to agitation in which 369 lives were lost
in police firings. Also, former Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi had gone back on the
formation of Telangana after the
announcement, leaving several people
sacrificing their lives, she said.

Referring to Rahu Gandh’s statement
regarding “family ties” with Telangana, the
Congress was known for its betrayal only,
she pointed out.

While addressing party workers here,
Kavith took Rahul Gandhi to task for his
“big talk” at Jagtial. Rahul Gandhi claimed
to have family ties with Telangana. It was
Jawaharlal Nehru who forcibly merged

BRS MLC K Kavitha speaking at party meeting in
Nizamabad on Friday

Telangana with Andhra Pradesh. Indira
Gandhi in 1969 when people demanded
a separate Telangana, repression was let
loose on people and 369 people died in
police firing.

She recalled that Rajiv Gandhi had
insulted the Chief Minister, who belonged
to the OBC community. During the last
10 years, Rahul Gandhi has never spoken
in support of Telangana.

She appealed to people not to be mis-
led by misinformation being spread by the
opposition parties.

Rahul spreading falsehood,

New rly line between Chirala
and Bapatla commissioned

First randomisation of EVMs

says Gangula Kamalakar

PNS B KARIMNAGAR

Minister for Civil Supplies
Gangula Kamalakar on Friday
took Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi to task for speaking
“lies” during his bus yatra.

Speaking at a media confer-
ence, the Minister accused
Rahul Gandi of reading from a
script prepared by someone
and failing to cross-check facts.
He ridiculed the Congress
leader for repeating the allega-
tion that there was Rs 1 lakh
crore corruption in the
Kaleshwaram project. He won-
dered how was it possible for Rs
1 lakh crore corruption when
the total cost of the project was
Rs 80,000 crore.

Rahul Gandhi visited the
Kaleshwaram project area dur-
ing his bu yatra. He should have
visited the project to understand
the importance of the worlds
largest lift irrigation project. The

farmers would have told the
Congress leader whether the
project helped them irrigate
their lands, Kamalakar said.
The Congress party in
Karnataka in the run-up to the
polls announced five guaran-
tees. But it failed to deliver
promises even five months after
coming to power. The
Karnataka government was
unable to provide even a three-
hour power supply though it
promised a seven-hour power

supply to the farm sector.

The people in Karnataka
have been staging protests as the
government failed to fulfil its
promise of supplying free power
up to 200 units to every house-
hold under Gruha Jyothi
schemes. Even the promise of
providing 10 kg of rice to the
people below the poverty line
too was not fulfilled, he said.

The Karnataka government
went back on its promises to
provide Rs 2,000 financial assis-
tance to single women. Reacting
on

Kamalakar recalled that the
Congress and the BJP had not
heeded the demand by the peo-
ple belonging to the Backward
Classes for caste census for
long. The Congress or the saf-
fron party had not even
responded to the demand that
a separate ministry be created
for the welfare of the Backward
Classes.

PNS B HYDERABAD

The South Central Railway on
Friday completed and commis-
sioned a 16.7 km section of
electrified third line between
Chirala and Bapatla, supple-
menting the 288 km-long
tripling and electrification pro-
ject between Vijayawada and
Gudur. With the new infra-

structural section, 189

km of railway line
stands electrified witha [
third line between ¢
Vijayawada and Gudur.

The Vijayawada-Gudur
third line project was sanc-
tioned in 2015-'16 for a distance
of 288 km at an approximate
cost of Rs 3,246 crore, said a
press release.

Of the 288 km stretch, 45 km
section between Chirala-
Karavadi and 127 km between
Gudur and Singarayakonda
have been completed and the
new addition of 16.7 km stretch
between Chirala and Bapatala

S

has taken it to 189 km.

The Vijayawada-Gudur rail-
way line in the state is located
on the grand trunk route, which
plays a crucial role in linking the
Northern and Eastern parts of
the country to South India.

As this route has become
highly congested due to a steady
rise in passenger and freight

trains, the Railways sanc-
tioned Vijayawada-

= Gudur tripling and
i electrification project.

"The Vijayawada-
==, Gudur section by
virtue of its location is

very crucial for train opera-
tions between Northern,
Eastern and Southern parts of
the country and hence the
works in all the stretches are
being carried out simultaneous-
ly," said SCR Zone general
manager Arun Kumar Jain. He
noted that the completion of
this project will ease congestion
and improve efficiency of train
operations.

PNS B JAYASHANKAR
BHUPALAPALLY

District Collector and Election
Officer Bhavesh Mishra on
Friday said that the first phase
of randomisation of electron-
ic voting machines (EVM)
was completed in the presence
of representatives of political
parties.

District Election Officer
Bhavesh Mishra said that the
first phase randomisation
process of EVMs was carried
out in the presence of repre-
sentatives of political parties.

He said that there are 317
polling stations in the
Bhupalapally Assembly con-
stituency, 674 ballot units,
528 control units and 516
VVPAT available in our dis-
trict.

He said that elections are
held in one or other state every
year in our country, and

completed successfully

Jayashankar Bhupalapally Collector Bhavesh Mishra holding talks with
representatives of political parties in Bhupalpally on Friday

against this background,
unnecessary controversy over
EVMs arose time and again.
Regarding the first randomi-
sation, hard copies and soft
copies were provided to the
representatives of the political
parties. Further randomisa-
tion too would be carried out
in the presence of the represen-
tatives of the political parties.

The Election Commission
has set the deadline for new
voter registration till October
30. The Collector suggested
that those who were not
enrolled as voters may do so.

Additional  Collector
Venkateswarlu, RDO
Ramadevi, and representatives
of various political parties and
officials participated.

Dandiya Night at NIT Warangal

PNS B WARANGAL

Nature Club of NIT Warangal
celebrated the vibrant
Bathukamma festival in the
presence of Director Prof
Bidyadhar Subudhi, Dean of
Student Welfare Prof.
Srinivasacharya, and Faculty

Advisor Prof. Hitesh Borkar.

The event highlighted the
unity and cultural appreciation
among students, fostering a
sense of pride. Prof Bidyadhar
Subudhi praised the students'
dedication, emphasizing the
event's role in nurturing a
strong cultural bond.

22 BRS councillors rebel against party

PNS B BHADRADRI
KOTHAGUDEM

As many as BRS 22 Friday
councillors in Kothagudem
Municipality opposed the can-
didature of Kothagudem sit-
ting MLA Vanama
Venkateswara Rao.

The councillors held a meet-
ing at Kothagudem Club on
Thursday night and adopted a
resolution that they would
not support the sitting MLA.
They alleged that
Venkateswara Rao’s son,
Vanama Rahava, had been
hatching a conspiracy against
them. They threatened to quit
the party if justice was not
done to them. They said they
would soon explain the situa-
tion to BRS working president
KT Rama Rao.

Chief = Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao is sched-
uled to address a public meet-
ing in Kothagudem on
November 5. Rajya Sabha
member Vadhiraju
Ravichandra, who is in charge
of BRS party, has now turned
his attention to tackling the

Kothagudem councillors holding a meeting in Kothagudem on Thursday night

rebel problem. The revolt
staged by the councillors came
as a shock to the party leader-
ship.

The councillors promised to
work for the victory of the
party candidate only if KTR
assured them of protection

from Vanama Raghava. BRS
leaders JVS Chowdary and
Kasula Venkata tried to
impress upon the councillors
the need to work for the party’s
victory, but in vain. Vadiraju
Ravichandra who was on a
visit to Illandu returned to the

town on Friday and held a
meeting with them. Municipal
Chairperson Kapu Sitam alak-
shmi, Vice-Chairman Damo
dar Paramesh Narasimha
Dharmaraju, Venu Laxman
and others were present dur-
ing the discussions.

Saraswati temple

witnesses huge crowds

PNS B NIRMAL

A large number of devotees
thronged Sri Gnana Saraswati
Devastanam in Basara on
Friday. Devotees came to the
temple in large numbers on
the occasion of Moola
Nakshatram.

Devotees not only from
Telangana but also neighbour-
ing Andhra Pradesh and
Mabharashtra offered prayers at
the temple.

There were long queues
since morning. The devotees
had a holy dip in the Godavari
river before visiting the tem-
ple.

The temple was decked up
for the festival. Saraswati, the
Goddess of knowledge and
arts, was worshipped the
Goddess adorned as
Katyayani. The sleepy Basara
town came alive on Friday as
alarge number of devotees vis-
ited the place.
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(extortion) and other relevant provisions of
the Indian Penal Code and MCOCA had
been registered against Salvi, who had
escaped from the country, and the police
had issued a lookout circular for him, he
said. Immigration officials picked up Salvi
when he arrived at the airport on a flight
from the UAE and handed him over to the
crime branch officials of Thane city police,
the official said. According to the police,
Salvi was wanted in connection with an
extortion case, wherein gangster Ravi
Pujari had made an extortion call.
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‘Friends in Delhi, wrestl

states’:

PNS B BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Friday took a dig
at the INDIA bloc after its con-
stituents fielded candidates
against each other in assembly
polls, saying the opposition
grouping is driven by the
motto of "friendship in Delhi
and wrestling in states".

INDIA members Congress,
the Samajwadi Party (SP) and
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
have separately announced
candidates for the November
17 assembly polls in Madhya
Pradesh, clearly indicating the
bloc is not working at state-
level.

Upset with the Congress for
not conceding any seat so far
for the SP in Madhya Pradesh,
its president chief Akhilesh
Yadav on Thursday hinted the
grand old party could get the
same treatment from his out-
fit in Uttar Pradesh.

In stinging remarks that
exposed chinks in the opposi-

Gangster Ravi Pujari’s aide wanted in
extortion case arrested at Mumbai

he police have arrested an aide of gangster Ravi Pujari, wanted in connection with an
Textortion case, from the Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport in Mumbai, an official

said on Friday. The police on Thursday arrested Vijay Purushottam Salvi alias Vijay
Tambat, who has been booked under the Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA), the official from the city crime branch said. An offence under section 385

Litigants will lose confidence in judiciary
due to delayed disposal of cases: SC

bserving that litigants may become disillusioned if the legal process moves
Oat a snail’s pace, the Supreme Court on Friday issued directions, including a

few to the high courts, for ensuring speedy trial and disposal of old cases. A
bench comprising justices S Ravindra Bhat and Aravind Kumar referred to the
country-wide data of the National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG) on pendency of

cases and said joint efforts by the
bar and bench were needed to
tackle the issue. "Litigants may
become disillusioned when the
legal process moves at a snail’s
pace. We have expressed our
anguish where some litigations are
pending for 50 years as per NJDG,"
the bench said and referred to
some old cases which have not
been decided for over 65 years in
states like West Bengal,
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh.

Chouhan’s jibe at INDIA
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tion INDIA grouping, Yadav
said the Congress leadership
should not allow its "small
leaders" to comment on his
party.

The SP and the AAP have
announced candidates on mul-
tiple seats for polls in the BJP-
ruled state, which has a 230-
member assembly.

Latching on to apparent
cracks in the recently formed
bloc of more than two dozen

parties, Chouhan dubbed it an
incoherent coalition and called
it 'ghamandia’ (arrogant).

"We have been saying from
day one that this is a 'bemail
gathbandhan (out of sync
coalition). It is like friendship
in Delhi (Centre), and
wrestling in states. Neither
their views are similar nor
their hearts are at the same
place. It is falling apart because
of the popularity of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi," the
BJP leader said in a statement
issued to the media.

He said SP president Yadav
has said the Congress kept him
in the dark for a year and later
"ditched" his party over alloca-
tion of seats.

Chouhan remarked the
Congress, the SP and the AAP
are fighting against each other
in Madhya Pradesh and won-
dered what kind of grouping is
INDIA (Indian National
Developmental Inclusive
Alliance).

"People are surprised with
their behaviour. When they

(INDIA constituents) are fight-
ing against each other in states,
what will be the future of the
country if they get to rule at the
Centre?" he asked.

Choubhan said fissures devel-
oped in INDIA even before the
alliance was formally
announced and said he sees no
future for the bloc.

On Thursday, SP chief Yadav
said his party leaders would
not have answered calls from
the Congress for a meeting in
Madhya Pradesh had he
known that the INDIA bloc
was confined only to the
national level (for Lok Sabha
polls).

In the 2018 Madhya Pradesh
elections, the SP had won one
seat -- Bijawar -- in the
Bundelkhand region and fin-
ished second in five assembly
constituencies. The Mulayam
Singh Yadav-founded outfit
had secured 1.3 per cent votes
in the last MP polls which it
fought in alliance with the
tribal Gondwana Gantantra
Party.

nation 05

Maha cops arrest fraudster from Chennai

for duping Navi Mumbai resident

Department’s action, an official said on Friday.

‘Between August 6 and 11 this year, the

Roadmap on
simultaneous polls
to be shared with
Kovind panel

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Law Commission will
share next week its roadmap
on holding simultaneous
polls with the high-level com-
mittee headed by former
president Ram Nath Kovind.

The panel has invited the
Law Commission on October
25 to seek its views on how
simultaneous polls can be
held in the country.

The high-level panel,
which had in its first meeting
recently decided to seek views
of political parties, has now
written to them to elicit their
views on holding sustain-
able simultaneous polls in the
country.

In a communication to
the parties, it has sought an
interaction with with them
on a "mutually agreed date”,
sources said citing the letter.

They said parties have also
been given an option to send
their views in writing in the
next three months.

Justice Ritu Raj Awasthi-
headed law panel is working
on a formula to synchronise
all assembly polls.

accused contacted the victim over phone
and told him that the I-T department was
keeping an eye on his bank account that
he had opened in Nagpur as heavy

transactions were recorded. The accused 2
also told the victim that some parcels
were being illegally sent to Canada using |~ ==
his name," senior inspector Gajanan =

"The accused threatened that the I-T
department will soon take action against
him and arrest him.

The Maharashtra police have arrested a man from Chennai for allegedly cheating a Navi
Mumbai resident of more than Rs 21 lakh by threatening him with Income Tax

Officials of the Cyber police station in Navi Mumbai arrested the accused, identified as
Lokesh Kumar, from Annanur in Chennai on October 9, he said.

Kadam of the Cyber police station said. =\ o= .= —
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PFI moves SC over UAPA
tribunal confirming its ban

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Popular Front of India
(PFI) has moved the Supreme
Court against an Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) tribunal confirming
the five-year ban imposed on
it by the central government.

A Dbench of Justices
Aniruddha Bose and Bela M
Trivedi, which was scheduled
to hear the plea, adjourned the
matter saying the petitioner
has circulated a letter for
adjournment.

In its petition, the PFI has
challenged the March 21 order
of the UAPA tribunal by which
it had confirmed the
September 27, 2022 decision of
the Centre.

The Centre had banned the
PFI for five years for its alleged
links with global terrorist
organisations such as ISIS and
trying to spread communal
hatred in the country.

It had declared as "unlawful
association" the PFI and its
associates or affiliates or fronts,
including Rehab India
Foundation (RIF), Campus
Front of India (CFI), All India

Imams Council (AIIC),
National Confederation of
Human Rights Organization
(NCHRO), National Women's
Front, Junior Front, Empower
India Foundation and Rehab
Foundation, Kerala.

The notification proscribing
the organisation said the cen-
tral government is of the firm
opinion that it is necessary to
declare the PFI and its associ-
ates, affiliates or fronts as
"unlawful association" with
immediate effect under the
UAPA.

It had said the notification

shall, subject to any order that
may be made under section 4
of the UAPA, have effect for a
period of five years from the
date of its publication in the
official gazette.

More than 150 people
allegedly linked to the PFI were
detained or arrested in raids
across seven states in
September last year.

A pan-India crackdown by
agencies against the 16-year-
old group had led to the arrest
of over a hundred of its
activists and seizure of sever-
al dozen properties.

PM flags off India’s first RRTS
train from UP; similar services
will be in Haryana, Raj soon

PNS B SAHIBABAD
(UTTAR PRADESH)

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday flagged off the
first Namo Bharat train on a
17-km stretch of the Delhi-
Meerut Regional Rapid Transit
System (RRTS) and declared
that similar services will soon
link several cities in Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and
Rajasthan.

Addressing a function here,
Modi said that the full 82-km
stretch of the Delhi-
Ghaziabad- )
Meerut RRTS = —iaw

will be complet- — == i«

ed within the = -
next one and a
half year years
and expressed |
confidence that *
he will be pre-
sent to inaugu-
rate it.

"Four years ago, I laid the
foundation stone of the Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut regional
corridor project. Today, the
services of Namo Bharat trains
have started on the stretch
from Sahibabad to Duhai
Depot. I had said earlier too
and I say it today as well that
we inaugurate the projects
which we start," the prime
minister said.

"T will be there at your ser-
vice when this Delhi-Meerut
stretch is completed after a
year or a year and a half," Modi

S

said.

The prime minister also
launched virtually two stretch-
es of the east-west corridor of
the Bengaluru Metro.

The function was attended
by Uttar Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri and parliamentar-
ians from western Uttar
Pradesh. Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and
his deputy D K Shivakumar
joined the function virtually.

"This is a his-

wud ke toric moment as

.= e s India’s first rapid
=l rail service --
w - %" Namo Bharat
[ oy , train -- has been
- flagged off.,"
S Modi said,
adding that the
modern train
service  will
define the journey of a 'new
India' and its new resolutions.

The present decade will
witness the transformation of
railway services in the coun-
try, he said and listed initia-
tives such as the Namo Bharat
and the Vande Bharat train
services, and upgrading of
railway stations under the
Amrit Bharat initiative.

Modi said the "trinity of
Amrit Bharat, Vande Bharat
and Namo Bharat will become
a symbol of modern railways
by the end of this decade".

PM launches
two stretches
of Bangalore

Metro service

PNS B BENGALURU

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on Friday said the Metro
Rail services from
Baiyappanahalli to

Krishnarajapura, and Kengeri
to Challaghatta legs of
Bangalore Metro Purple Line
will improve connectivity and
benefit lakhs of commuters.

He was speaking after virtu-
ally dedicating to the nation the
two stretches of east-west cor-
ridor of Bangalore Metro, from
Sahibabad in Uttar Pradesh,
where he addressed a rally after
inaugurating the 17-km prior-
ity section of the country's first
Regional Rapid Transit System
(RRTS) corridor.

"The two lines of Bengaluru
Metro Rail will improve con-
nectivity. It is expected that
eight lakh people travel every
day. I congratulate the people
of Karnataka on the launch of
the Metro Rail line," the prime
minister said. The
Baiyappanahalli to
Krishnarajapura, and Kengeri
to Challaghatta legs of the
Bangalore Metro Purple Line
were opened to the public
from October 9 without wait-
ing for a formal inauguration.

With this, the total opera-
tional length of 'Namma
Metro' has increased to 74 km
with 66 stations, and daily
ridership to over 7.5 lakh.

Low-pressure 1n Arabian Sea set to intensify

PNS B NEW DELHI

A low-pressure area over the
southeast and the adjoining
southwest Arabian Sea has
developed into a depression
and is expected to intensify
into a cyclonic storm by
October 21 morning, the

India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on
Friday.

This would be the second
cyclonic storm in the Arabian
Sea this year. It will be called
"Tej', according to a formula
followed for naming cyclones
in the Indian Ocean Region.

The cyclonic storm is pre-

dicted to further intensify
into a severe cyclonic storm
on Sunday and move towards
the south coasts of Oman
and adjoining Yemen, accord-
ing to the IMD.

However, meteorologists
caution that at times, storms
may deviate from the predict-
ed track and intensity, as seen
in the case of cyclone
Biparjoy, which formed in
the Arabian Sea in June and
initially moved in a north-
northwest direction before
changing course to make
landfall between Mandvi in
Gujarat and Karachi in
Pakistan.

The IMD said the low-
pressure system lay centered
around 900 km east-southeast
of Socotra (Yemen), 1,170 km

HC ‘appalled’ over Moitra’s
counsel contacting Dehadrai

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court Friday
said it was "appalled” to know
that TMC MP Mahua Moitra's
counsel contacted and tried to
mediate between her and the
advocate against whom she has
sought restraint orders to pre-
vent him from circulating any
defamatory content against her.

"Tam really appalled. You are
a person who is expected to
maintain the highest profession-
al standard. If you have been in
contact with defendant no. 2
(advocate Jai Anant Dehadrai)
" Justice Sachin Datta told senior
advocate Gopal Sankaran

arayanan, who was representing
Moitra in the suit she has filed
for permanent injunction and
damages against BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey, Dehadrai and
a battery of media organisations.
The public expression of dis-
pleasure by the judge prompt-
ed Sankaranarayanan to with-
draw himself from the case.
Moitra, one of the most vocal
members of the Lok Sabha and
a strong critic of the Modi gov-
ernment, is in the eye of a rag-
ing political firestorm over alle-
gations by Dubey that she took
bribes from businessman
Darshan Hiranandani to ask
questions targeting industrialist

Gautam Adani and his group.

The court was informed by
Dehadrai, who appeared in
person, that he was contacted by
Sankaranarayanan over the
phone on Thursday for with-
drawing his complaint to the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) against the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) leader over the
alleged bribe she accepted from
Hiranandani.

Moitra has filed a plea seek-
ing to restrain Nishikant Dubey,
Dehadrai, several social media
platforms and media houses
from posting or circulating any
alleged fake and defamatory
content against her.

Concern over misuse of tech worsening

PNS B NEW DELHI

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Friday cautioned stakeholders
on the potential misuse of
modern technologies for pre-
natal sex selection that can
exacerbate gender imbalances.

Mandaviya made the
remarks at the 29th meeting of
the Central Supervisory Board
(CSB) on October 18 that
reiterated the nation's com-
mitment to addressing gender
discrimination against girls
and women.

The primary concern dis-
cussed at the meeting was the

declining child sex ratio (CSR)
and sex ratio at birth (SRB) in
the country, indicative of the
ongoing battle against sex-
based discrimination leading
to sex selection/ determina-
tion followed by pre-birth
elimination.

Addressing the gathering,
the Union Health Minister
expressed optimism about the
nation's journey towards gen-
der equality.

Citing the latest Sample
Registration Survey (SRS)
report of 2020, Mandaviya
said, "The data revealed a
commendable three-point
improvement in Sex Ratio at
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Birth from 904 in 2017-19 to
907 in 2018-20."
Importantly, 12 out of 22
surveyed states have demon-
strated improvement, under-
lining the combined efforts of

the states in implementing the
Pre-conception and Pre-natal
Diagnostic  Techniques
(Regulation and Prevention of
Misuse) Act, 1994
(PC&PNDT Act) and the Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao scheme,
the minister said.

The latest SRS report indi-
cated that the gender gap has
witnessed a two-point
decrease in 2020 compared to
a five-point gap in 2015.

Ten states have effectively
reversed the gender gap, pos-
itively impacting female sur-
vival rates, he said.

Mandaviya also flagged
concerns over the challenges

gender imbalances

posed by modern technolo-
gies, such as IVF procedures,
the Non-Invasive Prenatal
Test (NIPT), and compact
diagnostic equipment, which
facilitate sex selection under
the pretext of family balanc-
ing.
"These technologies, despite
their positive medical applica-
tions, could be misused and
exacerbate gender imbal-
ances," he stated.

Under the PC&PNDT Act,
the central government has
the responsibility to combat
the misuse of medical tech-
nologies for sex determination
and selection.

Mandaviya urged that this
Act should not be used to
harass innocent doctors by
anyone.

The CSB members gathered
to reaffirm their commitment
towards enforcement of the
Act, and creating an enabling
environment for the girl child
in the country.

The minister lauded the
proactive measures taken by
states like Haryana, Rajasthan,
and Tamil Nadu in this regard.
He commended their innov-
ative strategies, including sting
operations and informer
schemes, to combat gender-
biased sex selection.

southeast of Salalah Airport
(Oman) and 1,260 km east-
southeast of Al Ghaidah
(Yemen) at 11:30 am on
Friday.

Private forecasting agency
Skymet Weather said that a
majority of models indicate
the storm is heading for the
Yemen-Oman coast.

However, the Global
Forecast System models sug-
gest a recurvature while posi-
tioned over the deep central
parts of the Arabian Sea,
steering the system towards
Pakistan and the Gujarat
coast, it said.

A cyclonic storm is charac-

terised by a maximum sus-
tained wind speed of 62-88
kmph, while it is termed a
severe cyclonic storm if the
maximum sustained wind
speed reaches 89-117 kmph.

The IMD also said a low-
pressure area over the south-
west and adjoining southeast
Bay of Bengal (BOB) is likely
to intensify into a depression
over the west-central BOB
around October 22.

The system is likely to move
west-northwestwards until
Sunday morning and then
recurve north-northeast
wards towards the Bangladesh
coast, it said.

Kerala's ‘Comrade
VS turns 100

PNS ®
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Veteran Communist leader
and former Chief Minister V
S Achuthanandan, one of the
most popular and crowd-
puller leaders in the history of
the ruling CPI(M) in the state,
turned 100 on Friday.
Velikkakathu Sankaran
Achuthanandan, popularly
called 'Comrade VS' by his
admirers, was the founder-
leader of the CPI(Marxist)
after the split from
the wundivided
Communist Party
of India in 1964.
Though the vet-
eran has been
keeping away from
public and media
glare for quite some
time due to age-
related issues, the ideals of the
iconic leader and the tough
stands he has taken on various
social and political issues are
still a topic of discussion as the
party-led government is in
power in the state.
Achuthanandan spent the
day with his family members
at his son Arun Kumar's resi-
dence here, party sources said.
Cutting across party and polit-
ical lines, people from various
walks of life greeted the
Marxist leader on his 100th
birthday. Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan conveyed
his "hearty greetings and best
wishes" to Achuthanandan

over the phone, Kerala Raj
Bhavan said.

"My heartiest greetings and
best wishes to former Chief
Minister Shri #VS
Achuthanandan on his 100th
birthday. I join the people of
Kerala in wishing the beloved
& respected people's leader
good health &happiness," he
said in a post on social media
platform X.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said Comrade VSisa
person who has travelled along
with the history of
modern Kerala.

The role played by
leaders, including VS,
in transforming the
state into today's
Kerala, is undeniable,
he said in a message.
Saying that his inter-
ventions in various
issues as a people's represen-
tative, opposition leader and
chief minister was remarkable,
Vijayan said Achuthanandan is
a leader who had stood with
the masses and against their
exploitation.

Senior Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh said it is not
given to many to reach the
century mark in life but V'S
Achuthanandan, who does
today, has been a stalwart of
the CPM in Kerala and has left
his mark on state politics,
Ramesh said on his X handle.

"I recall my many interac-
tions with him when he was
CM and I was union minister.
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Gimmer of Hope

Finally, some humanitarian aid is reaching Gaza as
Israel relents under world pressure

endured the ravages of violence, scarcity of medicines, and inadequate access to

For more than ten days after the Israel-Hamas conflict started, its residents have

basic necessities like water and food. Finally, some humanitarian aid begins to flow
into Gaza, offering some relief to the residents of Gaza who desperately need it. After
the categorical announcement by Prime Minister Netanyahu that no aid would be allowed
inside Gaza, the situation had become very precarious. Now, after world pressure, most-
ly from the US and the West and some tough talking by the UN, aid is now reaching
the residents of Gaza though it is still a trickle. With limited access to clean water, elec-
tricity, education, and healthcare, the people of Gaza have been trapped in an unending
cycle of despair. It may be a while before a cease-fire can be enforced, but the recent
influx of humanitarian aid signifies a positive shift in the international community's approach
to this crisis. Various countries, including India, non-governmental organizations, and
the United Nations have stepped up their efforts to alle-

viate the suffering of the people in Gaza.

The dastardly attack on Al-Ahil Hospital has indeed jolt-
ed the conscience of the world community. Indeed, it
is the medical aid that is most needed in this hour and
that is what is hard to get. The only cancer hospital
in Gaza is going to shut down anytime now as it is
running out of fuel and medical supplies. Now that WHO
trucks are ready with supplies that may come as much-
needed succour. The WHO has termed it as “a drop
in the ocean of need,” but it could be an icebreaker.
The World Health Organization (WHO) has stated that
five trucks loaded with medical supplies are ready to

enter Gaza through the border between Gaza and Egypt. This is a direct fallout of Biden's
visit to Tel Aviv. Following what he described as "frank" discussions with the leaders of
Israel and Egypt, US President Joe Biden revealed an agreement to permit aid to enter
Gaza. Israel gave its consent to this arrangement while continuing its military operation.
This anticipated aid delivery will be the first since Israel's declaration of a "complete block-
ade" on the besieged Gaza Strip, home to 2.3 million people. This blockade involved
the interruption of electricity supplies and the cessation of food and fuel flows in response
to a surprise attack by Hamas on Israeli territory on October 7, resulting in the report-
ed death of at least 1,400 people. The United Nations has issued a warning regarding
the dire humanitarian situation in Gaza, where over half of the population is living in abject
poverty due to a 16-year blockade enforced by Israel. It is imperative that the momen-
tum continues, and that diplomatic efforts are redoubled to address the political issues
at the core of the conflict. In the face of ongoing adversity, this glimmer of hope may
be the catalyst that brings some solace to the besieged people of Gaza and gives a chance
to the world community to confront the reality of Gaza and strive for a peaceful future

for its residents.
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A large boat carry Buddha images during the pagoda

festival tours across the Inlay Lake, in Myanmar PTI

Myanmar: Repression
continues unabated

The Junta feels emboldened as the world’s gaze shifts to Gaza; it continues with
its savage war against its own people and persecuting its political opponents

vents in Myanmar have
gone under the radar of
global discourse with
the latter’s attention
focused on the develop-
ments in West Asia—Hamas’
terrorist attack on Israel and the
latter’s gruesome retaliatory
strikes on civilians in Gaza—and
the war in Ukraine. This is unfor-
tunate. With the pressure of glob-
al disapprobation weakening with
the shifting focus, the ruling
junta continues with its savage
war against its own people, per-
secuting its political opponents,
and unleashing horrendous vio-
lence.
According to a report datelined
May 11,2023, in the website The
Irrawaddy, the Junta continues to
crush all political opposition,
having dissolved at least 40 polit-
ical parties including the National
League for Democracy (NLD),
led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.
Members of the NLD, their fam-
ilies and supporters have been
regularly attacked and killed since
the coup on February 1, 2021,
which prevented the NLD, which
had swept the elections to the
national parliament held on
November 8, 2020, from forming
government. At least 1,235 NLD
members have been detained, 26
have died during interrogation or
in detention, and 63 others have
been killed unlawfully, according
to a statement released by the
NLD on March 29. Not just this.
The United Nations High
Commissioner of Human Rights
reported, on June 28, 2023, that
at least 3,452 people had been
killed by the military and its allies
since the coup.
According to the United National
High Commissioner for Refugees’
Operational Data Portal, the total
number of internally displaced
persons was 1,975,000 as last
updated on October 9, 2023.
The figure includes people flee-
ing the junta’s attacks on villages
and towns, air strike and perse-
cution, those with arrest warrants
in their names, young protestors
and their parents hounded by the
police, civilians providing finan-
cial support to the NUG, and civil
servants involved in the civil dis-
obedience movement and so on.
Understandably, repression of
this magnitude and savagery has
spawned armed resistance. Some
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leaders of the NUG, activists
and representatives of several
insurgent ethnic organisations
and minor parties, formed a
National Unity Government
(NUG) on April 16, 2021. In
May 2021, NUG announced
the formation of its armed
wing, the People's Defence
Force (PDF). In an article in
The Irrawaddy datelined
November 24, 2022, Banyar
Aung put the PDF’s strength at
65,000.

It has been attacking the Sit-Tat
with increasing frequency and
success. According to a report
in The Irrawaddy, datelined
October 18, 2023, it killed at
least 28 Junta troops in inci-
dents reported from Sagaing,
Magwe, Mandalay, Bago and
Tanintharyi regions in four
preceding days. The Sit-Tat is
also worried by drone strikes
by the resistance forces. One of
these, targeting the Myawaddy
District Administration
Department office in Karen
State’s Myawaddy Town killed
five junta officials, including a
district administrator and mil-
itary battalion commander.
Eleven policemen, including a
superintendent, were injured.
Not surprisingly, a brief
released on September 5, 2022,
by the Special Advisory
Council for Myanmar, a group
of international experts sup-
porting the country’s struggle
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A SPECIAL TARGET
HAS BEEN THE
SAGAING REGION
IN NORTH-
WESTERN PART
MYANMAR,
BORDERING INDIA.
IT 1S A REBEL
STRONGHOLD
WHERE THE
MILITARY’S
GROUND FORCES
HAVE HAD
DIFFICULTY
GAINING
TERRITORY

Mental health in a
changing tech landscape

Keeping up with rapidly changing world can feel daunting to many. Helping

people in their work can translate to a healthier business

dvancements in

technology have

touched our lives

in every way pos-

sible, making
them more convenient, safe
and open to a world of pos-
sibilities. However the tech-
nology landscape continues to
evolve at blinding speeds.
Especially in a world thats
always on and digitally con-
nected to everything every-
where, one cannot deny that
sometimes, things might feel
a little overwhelming. This
becomes more complex for
tech professionals who might
feel the need to learn, unlearn,
adapt and upskill quickly and
constantly. All this while
being bombarded with infor-
mation and news through
social media and other count-
less apps on our phones.
While I type this, I've already
received seven notifications
on my phone. Ah, the irony!
At such times a strong focus
on one’s personal wellbeing
becomes super critical.
Mental health specifically is
an area that needs attention
and is something we need to
talk about more often and
more openly. Given many of
us spend the good part of our
day in our workplaces, it

becomes all the more impor-
tant for organizations to step
in and help their employees
on their wellbeing journeys,
in a manner that is support-
ive and inclusive. Here are a
few ways in which organiza-
tions can help build a work-
place that prioritizes the well-
being of its people:

Driving change top down:
This starts with putting peo-
ple first in everything an
organization does and has to
be driven top down. When
the leadership sets the tone
and speaks freely about top-
ics and experiences about
mental health, it helps create
an environment where
employees feel safe, support-
ed and wunderstood.
Thoughtful policies and prac-
tices: Programs and policies
need to be implemented with
an aim to enable psycholog-
ical safety, work-life balance
and flexibility options that suit
the diverse needs of people.
Employees should be able to

disconnect when they need
to, and focus on their health.
A holistic approach to well-
ness: Our well-being has
many facets and focusing on
mental health only might be
just a battle partially won. It
is important to approach
wellness holistically and
address the mental, physical,
social and financial aspects of
wellness. A healthy body, a
supportive social circle and
financial security enhance
our overall well-being. This
should be a prime consider-
ation while designing
employee policies and prac-
tices.

Access to mental health ser-
vices: For many who struggle
with mental health, finding
the right professional to talk
to may become a challenge.
Providing and promoting
easy access to good mental
health services such as coun-
selling makes it simple and
hassle-free for employees to
find and seek support,
enabling them to take that
precious first step in their
mental health journeys. For
example, at Mastercard, we
offer free counselling ser-
vices for employees and their
dependents, including a con-
fidential 24/7 emergency hot-

SR CITIZEN RAILWAY CONCESSION

for democracy, said that the
junta had stable control over
only 72 out of the country’s 330
townships, constituting only 17
per cent of Myanmar’s land
area”. The NUG and ethnic
resistance organisations effec-
tively controlled over 52 per
cent of Myanmar’s territory
and 23 per cent was contested.
Driven on the backfoot on the
ground, the junta has increas-
ingly resorted to air-strikes.
Haley Willis and Weiyi Cai
stated in a report in The New
York Times of July 31, 2023,
that there were nearly twice as
many military airstrikes
reported in April, May and
June as in the first three
months of the year. The max-
imum number of strikes in any
month this year, 40, were in
June. The average of 30
airstrikes per month up to now
this year, has been the highest
for any year of the conflict so
far. The report quotes Anthony
Davis, an analyst for the Janes
group of military publications
and an expert on the Myanmar
military, as saying, that the mil-
itary’s strategy was to punish
the civilian population for any
perceived support to the oppo-
sition.

A special target has been the
Sagaing Region in north-
western part Myanmar, bor-
dering India. It is a rebel
stronghold where the mili-
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tary’s ground forces have had
difficulty gaining territory.
The worst airstrike since the
coup on February 1, 2021,
occurred in Pazigyi Village in
the southern part of the
region on April 11, 2023.
The target of bombing and
strafing by military jets and
helicopters, was a gathering to
celebrate the local resistance
movements opening of an
administrative office there. At
least 170 persons, most of
them civilians and at least 30
of them children, were killed.
The military hardware for
such attacks by the Sit-Tat,
including military aircraft,
comes from China, Russia
and even some south-east
Asian countries. Russia,
according to its state news
agency RIA, signed a contract
in September, 2022, for the
delivery of six Su-30SME
fighter jets, to Myanmar. Two
of these arrived last month.
Since Russia and China are
unlikely to stop delivering
combat supplies, the only
way to stop the aerial attacks
is to deny aviation fuel sup-
plies to  Myanmar.
Unfortunately, Western coun-
tries swearing by democracy;,
are hardly doing anything
effective to stanch the flow.
(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The
views expressed are personal)

RAJESH MANI

line to seek support at critical
moments.
Build awareness and sup-
portive allies: Regular sessions
and communication about
mental health not only help
those in need but also make
everyone more aware and
sensitive to the topic of men-
tal health. Empowering peo-
ple to become supportive
allies to their colleagues is one
of the best ways to foster a cul-
ture of well-being.
So step back, take a break, and
acknowledge that keeping up
with the rapidly changing,
complex and interconnected
world can feel daunting to
many. Everyone’s pace might
be different. And we all
should do what we can to step
in and help ourselves and oth-
ers in their wellbeing jour-
neys. It goes without saying
that besides immense person-
al benefits, happier employees
surely translate to healthier
business and a healthier
nation. Let us add a new def-
inition of the ‘Future of Work’
that prioritizes mental well-
ness for all employees.
(The writer is Senior Vice
President, Head of Asia
Pacific Technology Hubs,
Mastercard, views
are personal)

Sir—Senior citizens used to enjoy a dis-
count on railway ticket fares until the year
2020. The administration provided a 60
percent discount on tickets for senior cit-
izens aged 60 and above and a 50 percent
discount for women aged 58 and above.
This discount was applicable on all trains
across the railway network.
However, in March 2020, Indian Railways
discontinued this discount citing the rea-
son as the COVID-19 pandemic. It has
been quite some time since the end of the
pandemic, but the railways have yet to
address this issue. In response, the Union
Railway Minister, in a reply to the Rajya
Sabha, assured that the concession would
be reinstated soon, but there has been no
concrete timeline provided. Mr. Danve, the
Minister of State for Railways, hails from
Maharashtra, where there are 28 Lok Sabha
members from the BJP. If all of them unite
in requesting the railway minister, it is like-
ly that the concession will be reinstated.
It is worth noting that due to the absence
of this discount, the Railways missed out
on a significant amount of revenue, total-
ing Rs. 1491 crore in 2017-2018 and Rs.
1636 crore in 2019-20. Indian Railways,
with its substantial revenue, discontinued
the senior citizen concession, ostensibly to
increase income. This raises the question
of why the central government appears to
be indifferent to the concerns of senior cit-
izens, especially when other countries,
including many in Europe, provide numer-
ous benefits and discounts to their elder-
ly citizens.

Shantaram Wagh | Pune

A LASTING SOLUTION IS REQUIRED

Sir—Though the dastardly attack of the
Hamas militants on Israel is highly con-
demnable, there can be no second opin-
ion that the tearing haste with which the
US, many European nations, and also India
extended their unconditional support to
Israel in this issue without looking into the
ramifications of such one-sided support to
them only emboldened the Israeli Prime
Minister Banjamin Netanyahu to order

SC DECLINES SAME SEX MARRIAGES

India’s Supreme Court unanimously declined to
legalize same-sex marriage, shifting the respon-
sibility back to Parliament. They asserted that
granting LGBTQ+ people the right to marry is a
legislative prerogative beyond the court’s purview.
The long-anticipated judgment left members and
supporters of India’s LGBTQ community disheart-
ened, many of whom had gathered outside the
court in anticipation. In a matter of hours, their
hopes were dashed.While Tuesday’s decision was

attacks of the most severe order to anni-
hilate the Hamas militants, unmindful of
the devastation his moves were to cause
innocent Palestinians and their leaders,
who were in no way associated with the
attack of Hamas on Israel. The latest
calamity that has befallen the innocent peo-
ple in Gaza is the massive blast at their al-
Ahi hospital in Gaza City, where the severe-
ly injured who were fighting for their lives
were being treated, and many have taken
refuge there for their safety, which has
resulted in the deaths of more than 500
Palestinians, including many children. It
is nothin short of a genocide.

Tharcius S. Fernando | Virugambakkam

THE IMPORTANGCE OF COOKING
Sir—Cooking is an important part of fam-
ily life. At least good knowledge of cook-
ing for the husband can keep the family on
asound path. If both husband and wife are
dependent on hotels for the rest of their
lives, then hell is better than the family.

disappointing, the New Delhi court did accept the
government’s proposal to establish a special panel
to investigate the provision of social and legal ben-
efits to same-sex couples. This committee will
examine measures addressing the genuine con-
cerns of cohabiting same-sex couples in their daily
lives, such as joint banking, insurance, pensions,
property rights, and school admissions for chil-
dren. The most disheartening aspect is the
absence of specific timelines. Being reliant on a
government committee without predefined dates
feels like an endless wait," noted gay rights activist
Sharif Rangnekar. India’s Supreme Court acknowl-
edged transgender individuals as a third gender
in 2014, but Rangnekar highlighted the consid-
erable time it took for state governments across
India to enforce the court’s ruling. The top court
deliberated on over 20 petitions from same-sex
couples and activists during proceedings held in
April and May, which were broadcast live and gar-
nered widespread attention throughout India.
Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai

The Kerala High Court has held that "not
knowing cooking and seeking assistance
from your husband's employer is not cru-
elty" If the employer plays a mediatory role
in patching up the broken relationship,
there is nothing wrong with it. The
problem cannot be solved unless the wife
makes up her mind to learn to cook and
keep the family happy. The employer will
not come and cook to solve the cooking
problem of the wife. An employer is not
a court. Unless both husband and wife
bury the hatchet, even courts cannot unite
a family that is lying in a state of disre-
pair. Courts cannot keep the family unit-
ed. Courts can only order the payment of
maintenance from husband to wife in the
event of a breakdown of marriage, even
if the initiative comes from the wife for
separation.

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru

Send your feedback to:
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HARNESSING BREATH
FOR HEALTH

By controlling the breath, we can influence
our autonomic nervous system

SWAMI CHARANASHRIT

breath control. The word "pranayama" is derived from two Sanskrit

words: "prana," meaning life force or energy, and "ayama," mean-
ing control or expansion. This ancient practice has been passed down
through generations and is believed to offer numerous physical, mental,
and spiritual benefits. Beyond its long-standing tradition, modern science
has begun to explore the physiological and psychological mechanisms
behind pranayama.
The Physiology of Breath
Before we explore pranayama, it's crucial to understand the fundamen-
tal mechanics of breathing. Our breath is regulated by the respiratory cen-
ter located in the brainstem. This center monitors the levels of oxygen
and carbon dioxide in the blood and adjusts our breathing rate and depth
accordingly. In a resting state, our body typically breathes shallowly and
relatively fast. However, by consciously engaging in pranayama, we can
manipulate our breathing pattern to achieve specific effects.
Pranayama and the Autonomic Nervous System
The autonomic nervous system (ANS) regulates involuntary bodily func-
tions such as heart rate, digestion, and respiratory rate. It is divided into
two branches: the sympathetic nervous system (SNS) and the parasym-
pathetic nervous system (PNS). The SNS is responsible for the “fight or
flight" response, increasing heart rate and alertness, while the PNS induces
the "rest and digest" state, promoting relaxation.

Pranayama, an integral part of yoga, is a practice that focuses on

r

Pranayama practices directly influence the ANS. Slowing down and deep-
ening the breath, as seen in techniques like "diaphragmatic breathing" and
"nadi shodhana" (alternate nostril breathing), stimulates the PNS. This results
in reduced heart rate, decreased blood pressure, and a sense of calm.
The conscious manipulation of breath is a powerful tool for managing
stress and anxiety.
Oxygen Saturation and Pranayama
Pranayama techniques can also affect oxygen saturation in the blood. By
taking slow, deep breaths, more oxygen enters the bloodstream, which
can enhance overall vitality. This increase in oxygen helps to energize the
body and improve cognitive function. Several studies have shown that
pranayama can lead to higher blood oxygen levels and improved lung func-
tion, especially in individuals with respiratory conditions.
Balancing pH Levels
Pranayama can also influence the pH levels in the body. When you take
slow, deep breaths, you release more carbon dioxide (CO2), which can
lead to a mild respiratory alkalosis. Alkalosis can enhance cognitive func-
tion and induce a sense of calm. This is especially relevant when prac-
ticing "Bhastrika" (bellows breath), where rapid breaths lead to increased
€02 elimination.
Mental and Emotional Benefits
The science behind pranayama isn't limited to just the physical aspects.
Numerous studies have explored the effects of pranayama on mental health
and emotional well-being. Deep breathing techniques have been found
to reduce symptoms of anxiety and depression by promoting relaxation
and reducing the release of stress hormones like cortisol. The rhythmic
and focused nature of pranayama practices also help improve concen-
tration and mindfulness.
Regulating Heart Rate Variability
Heart rate variability (HRV) is @ measure of the variation in time between
successive heartbeats. Higher HRV is associated with a healthier cardio-
vascular system and improved resilience to stress. Regular pranayama
practice has been shown to increase HRV, indicating a more adaptive and
resilient autonomic nervous system. Improved HRV can reduce the risk
of heart disease and enhance overall well-being.

(The writer is a spiritual coach; views are personal)
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Rethink rationale
for food subsidy

Most of its actions in implementing the food subsidy scheme are out of sync
with the changing times and lead to leakages and corruption
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he NITI Aayog has invited bids :

for a Central Coordinating :

Agency that can study the effec- :

tiveness of its National Food :

Security Subsidy scheme. The :
Agency will hold the mandate to suggest :
ways to better the scheme. It will also sug- :
gest ‘whether, and how, the scheme can be :
rationalised or closed. However, the gov- :
ernment’s move to continue the supply of :
free food grains under the National Food :
Security Act (NFSA) beyond the current FY
gives the contrary signal. In fact, most of :
its actions in implementing the food sub-
sidy scheme are out of sync with the thought :
process of the Think Tank.
Under the NFSA, the Centre directs the :
Food Corporation of India (FCI) and :
other state agencies to procure food from :
the farmer at MSP (minimum support
price) and organise its distribution to :

around 820 million people through a net- : THE
work of fair price shops (FPS) at the sub- :
sidizlgd Frice %lcallt it ‘issue p(rlice’) ofRs 2/3;/l 1 RIDICULOUSLY
per kg for wheat, rice, and coarse cereals : ;
respectively. LOW PRICE AT
There are two types of beneficiaries. As part
of the Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY), the : WHICH FOQD IS
poorest of the poor households get 35 kg : AVAILABLE IN :
of food grains per family (@ 7 kg per per- :
son in a family of five) each month. The : THE SUPPLY
number of families under AAY is 24 mil- :
lion, and the persons getting 7 kg cereals ' GHAIN IS AN
per month @ Rs 2/3/1 per kg are 120 mil- : QPEN INVITATION :
lion. The rest 700 million persons are eli- :
gible to receive five kg of cereals per month : TO DUBIOUS
at the same price. :
The excess of MSP paid to farmers and han- : OPERATORS TO
dling and distribution costs (HDC) over the i S|PHON OFF AND
issue price is reimbursed as a subsidy to the :
FCI and other state agencies. The money SELL IN THE
comes from the Union Budget’s allocation :
for food subsidy’ The expenditure incurred OPEN MARKET
by the Centre during the last four years :

under this head was 2020-21: Rs 529,000 :

crore; 2021-22: Rs 372,000 crore; 2022-23:

Rs 287,000 crore; 2023-24: Rs 197,000 crore :

(budget estimate). :

This adds up to a total of Rs 1385,000 crore. : :
It includes Rs 390,000 crore spent onrun- : (The writer is a policy

ning the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan :

analyst; views
Anna Yojana (PMGKAY). Launched in :

are personal)

i April 2020 to deal with the unprece-
¢ dented situation triggered by the
¢ Covid-19 pandemic, PMGKAY
i provided 5 kg of rice or wheat per
¢ person per month for “free” via the
¢ FPS, as well as 1 kg of pulses per
i family per month to around 164
: million families covered under
© NFSA.

i Run for three months initially, the
i scheme got six extensions till
i December 31,2022. On December
i 23,2022, Consumer Affairs, Food
i and Public Distribution Minister
¢ Piyush Goyal announced the merg-
i er of the free part of PMGKAY with
i the regular food security schemes
i under NFSA. Pursuant to this,
: food is available to beneficiaries
: under the NFSA for free from
i January 1, 2023 to December 31,

2023.

There are several loopholes in the
running of the food subsidy scheme.
First, fundamentally, subsidised
food is meant for the poor. The
number of poor isn’t more than 15
- 20 per cent of India’s population.
Yet, the number of beneficiaries

¢ under NFSA at 820 million works

out to nearly 59 per cent of the pop-
ulation. Even as per the Shanta
Kumar Committee (2015), the peo-
ple eligible for subsidized food
under NFSA shouldn't be more than
40 per cent.

Second, during the last five years,
the number of people below the
poverty line has declined by 135
million. This should have led to a
corresponding reduction in bene-
ficiaries under the NFSA. That

¢ hasn’t happened. Far from that, the
i number could go up by nearly 100
¢ million if one were to go by the
¢ Supreme Court directive to take into
i account the population during 2021
. instead of the present coverage
i based on 2011 Census estimates.

Third, are the beneficiaries so poor

i that they can pay only Rs 2/3/1 per
i kg for food which is a fraction of the

cost of making it available (in the
case of wheat, it is 1/15th)? Even the
Shanta Kumar Committee wanted
the non-AAY families to pay 50 per
cent of the MSP. Fourth, the current
issue price was specified in the
NFSA legislation. The law enacted
in 2013 froze these rates for three
years. Since 2016, there has been no
legal bar on increasing the price. Yet,
the government hasn’t bothered to
increase despite a substantial
increase in MSP.

Fifth, the ridiculously low price at
which food is available in the sup-
ply chain is an open invitation to
dubious operators to siphon off and
sell in the open market raking in a
moolah. This can’t be prevented
even if the administration is alert.

Sixth, the initial idea under the
Scheme was that FCI et al would
buy only the quantity needed for
meeting beneficiaries’ requirements
under NFSA plus maintain some
‘strategic’ buffer to meet emer-
gency situations. It was never meant
to be an ‘open-ended’ procure-
ment which it has become today.
This has led to stocking problems,
high costs, unsustainable rise in sub-
sidies etc. The open-ended purchase
has made Indias position at WTO
embarrassing as the system entails
subsidy support to farmers in excess
of the 10 per cent threshold for
developing countries.

As for the PMGKAY, it made sense
during FY 2020-21, when eco-
nomic activity got a big jolt due to
Covid resulting in ‘negative’ growth
in GDP by 6.6 per cent. However,
its continuation during 2021-22 and
2022-23 when the economy
rebounded with GDP registering
growth of 8.7 percent and 7.2 per-
cent respectively was unjustified.
Discontinuation of PMGKAY from
January 1, 2023, was the right
move. However, the concomitant
decision to provide free food grains
under regular NFSA was unjustified.

UTTAM GUPTA

The reasoning given by Piyush
Goyal that this was “to shield the
masses from shocks to the system
at a time the economy was recov-
ering in the aftermath of Covid cri-
sis” doesn't cut the ice. This is
because on top of two consecutive
years of good growth, during the
current FY, it is expected to regis-
ter an impressive 6.3 per cent.
Now, the government has given an
indication that the free food scheme
will continue not just till the end of
the current FY but also beyond. This
too is untenable.

The way to go is: to disband the
existing system of subsidizing the
price and give subsidies directly to
the beneficiary under DBT. Under
DBT, the state agencies need not
buy, store and deliver food to the
beneficiary; instead the latter buys
from the market paying the full
price say, Rs 30 per kg of wheat (of
this, Rs 28 comes from the govern-
ment as subsidy and Rs 2 from her
pocket).

This will address all maladies afflict-
ing the system. With DBT in place,
the government can easily prioritize
and undeserving persons won't get
subsidies. There won't be any mis-
use or leakage as subsidized food
doesn't enter the supply chain. It will
also save on costs currently incurred
on handling of grains by the agen-
cies. All consumers will benefit from
increased supplies and competition
in the market. Finally, India won't
face any problems at WTO as the
system doesn’t involve any subsidy
to the farmers.

Unfortunately, this is a far cry. We
don’t even see baby steps such as
deleting undeserving from the list
of beneficiaries or small increases in
price etc. The root cause lies in the
‘political climate’ wherein the ruling
party can't dare withdraw benefits
already enjoyed by the beneficiaries;
in fact, it is compelled to give
more.

"T’he worst human tragedy in the making as Israel pounds Gaza

Israel makes no bones about its intention of flattening Gaza and massacring its civilians

the day that the war

declared by Israel on
Gaza is meant to be against
the civilians rather than
Hamas. The number of
bombs dropped on the peo-
ple so far is proof of its inten-
tion of wiping off
Palestinians from Gaza. All
these attacks are in the name
of defeating Hamas and are
actually all about removing
any sort of resistance to
Israel’s occupation. It is a
continuation of Israel’s pol-
icy of confiscating land with-
out care for the people. Thus,
it is yet another attempt to
make Israel, a Jews only’
state. This war is nothing, but
a continuation of the same
policy practised by the
Israelis  against the
Palestinians for decades.

It’s becoming clearer by

WAIEL AWWAD

( (The writer is a South
Asia-based senior foreign
journalist and an expert on
West Asia; views expressed
are personal))

Targeting civilians is a crime
against humanity, yet it has
been a core part of Israel's
actions. In fact, during the
first Nakba (catastrophe) in
1948, thousands of
Palestinians were killed,
countless villages were
burned, and women were
raped and tortured. The sur-
vivors brought with them the
horror stories that they had
to endure at the hands of
Israeli militants. They were
spared on purpose to instil
fear among other
Palestinians to desist from
defying the dictates of Israel.
A large Palestinian popula-
tion was expelled and lives as
refugees in neighbouring
countries.The people of Gaza
are a mix of refugees, who
fled from other parts of
Palestine, who have survived

the onslaught of the Armed
Jews Group and who have
been living under deprived
conditions with the natives
for the last 56 years. Gaza’s
residents have been living in
an ‘open prison’ since 1967

even though Israel has
claimed to have withdrawn
from the Gaza Strip in 2007.
In fact, the entirety of Gaza
is besieged from land, air,
and sea by Israeli occupa-
tional forces to this present

day. Making no bones about
his intentions, the National
security minister of Israel,
Itamar Ben Gvir, stated: “The
only thing that needs to
enter Gaza are hundreds of
tonnes of explosives from the
Air Force, not an ounce of
humanitarian aid”The rock-
et attack on the Al-Ahli hos-
pital in Gaza City killing
hundreds of Palestinians is a
case in point. Israel is clear-
ly moving ahead with its plan
to vacate Gaza by instilling
fear among the residents
who are already at their wit's
end; deprived of food, water,
electricity and medical aid
they have nowhere to go, just
waiting for the
inevitable.Thus, we are wit-
nessing a genocide unfolding
in real time. This policy will
fail and it will not make

Israel safer nor bring peace
to the region but the
Palestinians would have to
pay a heavy price for no fault
of theirs. The highest num-
ber of fatalities in this mas-
sacre have been women and
children. You do not have to
watch the news and stare at
the television to see dead
bodies scattered all over the
place. Hospitals, colleges,
schools, markets, convoys,
nothing is safe from the
bombs that are being
dropped, in fact, it is as
clear as day, to see that they
are purposefully being tar-
geted. The latest weaponry is
being used and tested on
Palestinians and will be
ready for sale; the massacre
of Palestinians would be
proof of the quality and help
Israel’s arms industry.

As Guru Nanak Ji once said,
“We are all human before we
belong to any religion,” You
do not need to be a Muslim
to condemn and call for an
end to this carnage. Let us be
brave and human enough to
condemn this massacre and
trampling of human rights.
Though the US has now
shown some sensitivity
towards the people of Gaza
and brokered a deal with
Israel and Egypt to deliver
medical aid along with other
necessary supplies, it is too
little too late. Nevertheless,
the US has done the right
thing and the world must fol-
low. The world community
should come forward and
condemn Israel in one voice
else we would be witnessing
the biggest crime against
humanity.
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Rupee settles flat at 83.13
against US dollar

_I_he rupee settled on a flat note at 83.13 (provisional) against the US dollar on Friday amid
n

Money 08

Govt, corporates and NGOs
join hands for road safety

bout 20 organisations including the government, corporates and NGOs, on Friday

Alaaunched a ‘forum for coalition of public-private partners in road safety’ and signed an
greement to collaborate and work together to promote and improve road safety

scenarios in the country. The "Forum for Coalition of Public-Private Partners in Road Safety’
was launched under the umbrella of International Road Federation (IRF) India Chapter in
the presence of UN Secretary General’s
Special Envoy for Road Safety Jean Todt.
The partners in the forum include the
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
(MoRT&H), Maruti Suzuki India, Military
Engineering Services (MES), AlIMS, 3M
India, World Bank, PVR, DRDO,
Motolance, Netradyne, Avery, Dennison,
MBM University, Grandpitstop, Intel
Technology, CRRI, Orafol India, Indian
Roads Congress (IRC), WIAA, Prabhaav
Learnings, Muskaan Foundation, TRAX
and SIAM.

Kajaria Ceramics (2 net profit
up 60.86% at Rs 110.82 cr

jaria Ceramics Ltd on Friday reported a 60.86 per cent rise in consolidated net profit at
egative equity markets and rising crude oil prices. Selling pressure from foreign equity |<:

investors weighed on the domestic unit which has been under pressure due to a stronger
American currency for the past few weeks, forex traders said. At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit opened weak at 83.17 and traded between the peak of 83.03
and the lowest level of 83.20 against the _
greenback. The local unit finally settled flat at |
83.13 (provisional). On Thursday, the rupee
had risen 15 paise to close at 83.13 against
the US dollar. Experts attributed the sharp
gain in the rupee to RBI's move as well as
some softening in the greenback. ‘It is worth [/
highlighting that RBI’s intervention,
particularly at 83.25, played a significant role
in supporting the rupee. Additionally, the
rupee benefited from a period of weakness
in the dollar index," said Jateen Trivedi, VP
Research Analyst at LKP Securities.

Rs 110.82 crore for the second quarter ended September 30, helped by higher revenue
nd lower expenses. The company had posted a consolidated net profit of Rs 68.89 crore

in the same quarter last fiscal, Kajaria Ceramics said in a regulatory filing. Consolidated
revenue from operations were at Rs 1,121.62 crore, as against Rs 1,077.76 crore in the year-
ago quarter. Total expenses were
marginally lower at Rs 982.24 crore, as
compared to Rs 985.16 crore in the
corresponding period last fiscal, the
company said. Sustained weakness in
domestic demand for tiles has impacted
Q2 FY24 volumes, which grew by 6 per
cent, Kajaria Ceramics Chairman &
Managing Director Ashok Kajaria said. A
reduction in power and fuel costs helped in
improving profitability, he added. "Looking
forward, we remain steadfast in our
commitment to our growth strategy.”

MONEY MATTERS

‘Only time will tell how long
interest rate will remain high’

PNS B NEW DELHI

Interest rate is likely to remain
high for the moment, Reserve
Bank Governor Shaktikanta
Das said, stressing the central
bank will remain extra vigilant
and keep "Arjun's eye" to
ensure a sustained decline in
inflation.

The lending rates are ruling
high after the RBI cumulative-
ly hiked the key policy rate
(repo) by 250 basis points
since May 2022 in a bid to tame
inflation which touched a high
of 7.44 per cent this July.

The consumer price index
(CPI) based retail inflation is
now declining and fell to 5 per
cent in September. The govern-
ment has mandated the central
bank to ensure inflation
remains at 4 per cent with a
margin of 2 per cent on the
either side.

"Interest rate will remain
high. How long they will
remain high, I think only time
and the way the world is evolv-
ing will tell," the governor said
in response to a query at
Kautilya Economic Conclave

2023. On the sidelines of the
Conclave, Das said the RBI
remains very focused on the
inflation dynamics.

"We are extra vigilant and we
stand ready to take whatever
action that needs to be taken.
We need to see sustained
decline in inflation...our objec-
tive is to reach 4 per cent,” he
said. On elevated crude oil
prices in the international mar-
ket, he said, "what matters is
the pump prices in India".

The pump prices of petrol
and diesel are important as far
as inflation in India is con-
added.

cerned, Das

Responding to queries on
impact of crisis in Middle
East, the governor said that in
the last fortnight, US bond
yields have risen, which has
wider implications for other
economies. Crude oil prices
have also gone up.

"Some of these uncertainties
were there, but they have
become more pronounced in
some sense. What is different
in the context of India, we are
impacted by whatever is hap-
pening all over, no doubt on
that.

"Our macroeconomic fun-
damentals continue to be

sound. Eventually, in these
uncertain times, what matters
is how strong is your macro-
economic fundamentals, how
strong is your financial sector.
I think on both these parame-
ters India is well placed," Das
said.

He also said the dollar index
has become strong and bond
yields in the US have reached
all-time highs.

"But if you look at the
volatility of the Indian rupee,
from January 1 till now, the
rupee depreciation is 0.6 per
cent whereas on the other
side, the appreciation of the US
dollar for the same period has
been 3 per cent. So rupee is sta-
ble. We are there in the forex
market to prevent excessive
volatility," the governor added.

In his address at the
Conclave, Das said that in the
prevailing global environment
of slowing growth and stub-
born inflation, especially in the
last few miles before reaching
the target, economic activity in
India exhibits resilience on
the back of strong domestic
demand.

CG Power and
Industrial Solutions
net profit up 37%
to Rs 244 crin Q2

PNS B NEW DELHI

CG Power and Industrial
Solutions on Friday posted a 37
per cent growth in consolidat-
ed net profit to Rs 244 crore in
the September quarter, main-
ly on the back of higher rev-
enues. The company's profit
was at Rs 178 crore in the quar-
ter ended September 30, 2022,
a BSE filing said.

Total sales of the company
increased to Rs 2,002 crore
during the quarter under
review from Rs 1,675 crore in
the same period a year ago.

The consolidated results
include the performance of the
company's operating sub-
sidiaries in Sweden, Germany;,
and the Netherlands (Drives
and Automation Europe), as
well as CG Adhesives Products
Ltd (India), and other non-
operating and holding sub-
sidiaries, the filing said.

According to the filing, the
company's Board of Directors
on Friday approved a propos-
al to expand the manufactur-
ing capacity of switchgears at
its Nashik plant with the
investment of Rs 155 crore,
power transformers in Bhopal.

Star rating programme
for solar PV modules
to help consumers

PNS B NEW DELHI

Like home appliances, con-
sumers will soon be able to
choose solar panels with high-
er efficiency under the govern-
ment's star rating programme
for solar photovoltaic module,
which was launched on Friday.

Union Minister for Power,
New and Renewable Energy R
K Singh launched the initiative
which provides ratings from 1-
5 stars on the basis of the effi-
ciency of modules.

In his address, Singh said
that now consumers can make
an informed decision. The
ratings will help consumers
choose the best of the panels
while getting solar installations
from vendors.

"Like the appliances where
there is star ratings you know
which appliance is better in
terms of energy efficiency.
Similarly, now the consumer
will not be at the mercy of the
seller for solar installations. By
checking the star ratings one
can select the more efficient
panels," the minister said.

This will also help build
consumer confidence and give
a push to solar installations in
the country, he added.

The programme is volun-
tary for first two years and will
be made mandatory after that,
Singh said. All the panel man-
ufacturers will have to get
registered under the pro-
gramme to get their products
rated. The star labelling
scheme prepared by BEE for
PV modules is from January 1,
2024 till December 31, 2025.

Singh also asked officials to
do an annual review of the rat-
ings programme to assess if
any manufacturer is not
becoming part of the initiative
and take measures accord-

ingly.

Karnataka govt
constitutes nine
vision groups
PNS B BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
has constituted nine new
vision groups under the chair-
manship of Large and
Medium Industries Minister
M B Patil to promote sectoral
industrial growth, identify
lucrative investment opportu-
nities and recommend inter-
ventions to enhance the state's
appeal to potential investors.

These visionary groups
comprising industry experts
as members will focus on the
sectors of Aerospace and
Defence, Machine Tools,
Electronics System Design
and Manufacturing (ESDM),
Pharmaceuticals, Core
Manufacturing,
Automotive/Electric Vehicles,
Industry 5.0, Textiles, and
Green Energy, Patil said in a
statement on Friday.

The Additional Chief
Secretary/Principal Secretary
to the Government,
Commerce and Industries
Department will be the Vice-
Chairperson for all the
groups and the Chief
Executive Officer, Invest
Karnataka Forum, will be
the Member-Secretary, it said.

NCCF should change business norms to
achieve Rs 50,000 cr turnover by FY28

PNS B NEW DELHI

Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah on Friday directed
National Cooperative
Consumers' Federation
(NCCEF) to change its business
approach to achieve a turnover
of Rs 50,000 crore by 2027-28.

Shah, addressing the Board
of Directors of NCCF here,
said the NCCF should prepare
a roadmap for the next 10
years to become a self-reliant
cooperative institution.

"He said the Ministry of
Cooperation will provide its
full support to NCCF in imple-
menting such a roadmap," an
official statement said.

The minister said the NCCF
should emphasise on making
Primary Agricultural Credit
Societies (PACS) and other
cooperative institutions across
the country its members so as
to ensure that the proportion
of cooperatives in the share of
capital of NCCF is relatively
higher.

"For this purpose, NCCF
will have to develop its busi-
ness plan and change its busi-
ness approach... NCCF
should... achieve a turnover of
Rs 50,000 crore by 2027-28,"
Shah said.

The minister also laid spe-
cial emphasis on ensuring pro-
curement of maize from farm-

ers of Gujarat, Bihar, and other
states by NCCE, along with its
associate companies for
ethanol production.

"If NCCF and NAFED so

desire, Ministry of
Cooperation can help them get
their common app prepared
on a digital platform from the
National Informatics Centre
(NIC) and this app can be
utilised to coordinate during
the procurement of maize," he
said.

Shah also urged NCCF to
find export opportunities for
pulses purchased from farmers
and ensure that such purchas-
es are made at Minimum
Support Price (MSP).

He also stressed on adopting
aggressive extension and mar-
keting, purchasing by giving
prior assurance to farmers and

setting up common collection
centres. In his address, the
minister suggested that NCCF
tie up with PACS for the pur-
chase of onions and pulses, so
that arrangements for their
storage can be made under the
world's largest storage scheme
in the cooperative sector.

He also asked to explore
export opportunities for agri-
cultural products and to pur-
chase rice and export it
through the National
Cooperative Export Limited
(NECL).

Shah added that the
Ministry of Cooperation, since
its inception, has taken 52
initiatives in the last 26 months
to strengthen the cooperative
movement in the country and
increase the share of coopera-
tives in the GDP.

Volvo Car India
retail sales rise
40% in Jan-Sep

PNS B NEW DELHI

Volvo Car India on Friday said
its retail sales grew 40 per cent
year-on-year to 1,751 units in
the Jan-Sept period this fiscal.

The company had reported
retail sales of 1,252 units in the
year-ago period. The sales growth
was primarily driven by the
XC60, which contributed 35% of
the total volume, Volvo Car India
said in a statement. Besides, the
locally assembled all-electric
XC40 Recharge performed well
during the period with a retail of
419 units, accounting for 24% of
the total volume, it added.

Dip in demand for mdustmal Warehousmg space

PNS B NEW DELHI

Leasing of industrial & ware-
housing space fell 12 per cent
during the July-September
period to 6.2 million square
feet across five major cities on
lower demand in Delhi-NCR
and Bengaluru, according to
Colliers India.

The leasing of industrial
and warehousing space stood
at 7 million square feet in the
year-ago period. During the
January-September period,
the demand fell 4 per cent to
17.2 million square feet from
18 million square feet in the
corresponding period of the
previous year.

According to Colliers data,
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the leasing of industrial &
warehousing space in
Chennai jumped more than 3-
fold to 1.8 million square feet
during the July-September
period from 0.5 million
square feet in the year-ago
period. The demand rose 60

per cent to 3.5 million square
feet during the January-
September period over 2.2
million square feet in the
corresponding period in the
previous year.

In Mumbai, the demand
jumped over 2-fold to 1.2

million square feet in the
third quarter from 0.5 million
square feet in the year-ago
period. During the first nine
months of this year, the leas-
ing rose 48 per cent to 3.9 mil-
lion square feet from 2.7 mil-
lion square feet.

The leasing of industrial &
warehousing space in Pune
increased 22 per cent to 1.6
million square feet during
July-September from 1.3 mil-
lion square feet in the year-
ago period. Pune saw a mar-
ginal rise of 1 per cent to 4.1
million square feet in January-
September from 4 million
square feet in the correspond-
ing period of the previous
year.

PNS B NEW DELHI

Glenmark Life Sciences on
Friday said its profit after tax
rose 11 per cent year-on-year
to Rs 119 crore for the second
quarter ended September 30,
2023.

Revenue from operations
increased to Rs 595 crore dur-
ing the quarter, a year-on-year
growth of 17 per cent,
Glenmark Life Sciences said in

a regulatory filing.
"Geographically, regulated

Glenmark Life Sciences Q2 PAT
rises 11% to Rs 119 crore

markets including the US,
Europe, LATAM and India
continue to spearhead our
growth," Glenmark Life
Sciences MD and CEO Yasir
Rawijee said.

LATAM refers to Latin
American countries.

Looking ahead, enhanced
visibility towards the H2 FY24
demand for generic API and
CDMO business bolsters the
company's confidence in deliv-
ering growth in FY24, he
added.

IL&FS Transportation to sell Jorabat Shillong
Expressway to Sekura Roads for Rs 1,343 cr

PNS ® MUMBAI

IL&FS Transportation Networks
will sell its wholly-owned sub-
sidiary Jorabat Shillong
Expressway to Sekura Roads
for Rs 1,343 crore.

Jorabat Shillong Expressway,
awholly-owned subsidiary of the
bankrupt IL&FS Group, has
entered into a restated share pur-
chase agreement with Sekura
Roads in this regard.

The proceeds from the sale will

5 hisal snwa,
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be used to settle its liabilities
aggregating Rs 1,621 crore and the
equity value under the deal is Re
1, astatement said, adding that the
deal adjusts all of the liabilities at

an enterprise value of Rs 1,343
crore. The deal is expected to be
completed by October 31.

Under the sale agreement, the
creditors would get over 82 per
cent of their exposure or Rs 1,343
crore in total from their total
exposure of Rs 1,621 crore, the
statement said.

Jorabat Shillong Expressway
Ltd has been promoted by IL&FS
Transportation Networks and
Ramky Infrastructure Ltd as a
Joint Venture Company.

Kerala hamlet starts wooing global companies

PNS B THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A nondescript hamlet in Kerala is fast
becoming a hub of global companies,
thanks to the 'work-near-home' policy

of the Left government.

Kulakkada village in southern Kollam
district now boasts the presence of the
prominent American accounting com-

pany GR8 Affinity.

The US company has opened its
office at ASAP Skill Park in Kulakkada,
which was inaugurated by state Finance
Minister K N Balagopal on Thursday.

Official sources said the mini IT park

was set up at the ASAP Skill Park with

the support of the state Startup Mission.

The significant attraction of the ini-
tiative was that employees could work
for the US company sitting in a Kerala

village, they said.

The job aspirants had to move to
metro cities before they could get such
opportunities with global companies,

they said.

sources added.

The Kulakkada model is the first such
initiative in this regard, they said.

Those who successfully completed
the Enrolled Agent Course of ASAP
have got a job at the global company,

Balagopal said GR8 Affinity is one of
the leading global companies in the
accounting sector, and the initiative

area.

would provide great employment
opportunities for rural youth in the
state. As many as 18 Commerce grad-
uates and post graduates received jobs
in the initial phase, the minister said in
a Facebook post.

"They are now doing US taxation jobs
through the global company by sitting
at Kulakkada," he said, adding that more

such companies will come into the rural

Balagopal said the Left government,
in its last budget, had announced the
setting up of mini IT parks in small vil-
lages and towns.

"It is a matter of great pride that the
youngsters of our state have started
working with an annual salary of 5.5
lakh rupees living in a tiny hamlet
named Kulakkada in Kottarakkara," he
further said in the FB post.

Initiatives are on to create similar
ecosystems to provide job opportuni-
ties for more people, he said, adding

that the proclaimed policy of the Left

said.

government is to strengthen the knowl-
edge economy and create more produc-
tive value.

Meanwhile, Arya, one of the employ-
ees, said it was a great opportunity to
work for a global company from near
home. "It is a great opportunity for bet-
ter career growth in rural sectors," she

JSW Steel reports
Rs 2,773 cr net
profit in Jul-Sep
PNS B NEW DELHI

JSW Steel on Friday report-
ed returning to black as it
posted a consolidated net
profit of Rs 2,773 crore for
the July-September quarter
on the back of higher
income.

The steelmaker had suf-
fered aloss of Rs 915 crore in
the second quarter of the last
financial year.

The total income increased
to Rs 44,821 crore in the sec-
ond quarter of the current
fiscal as against Rs 41,966
crore a year ago, JSW Steel
said in a regulatory filing.

JSW Steel's expenses were
lower at Rs 40,801 crore in
the quarter under review
against Rs 43,354 crore in the
year-ago quarter.

Adani Cement refinances US$ 3.5 billion loan

PNS B NEW DELHI

Adani Cement on Friday said it
has refinanced USD 3.5 billion
loan it had taken for acquisition
of ACC and Ambuja Cement,
in sign of growing confidence of
international institutions in the
conglomerate.

As many as 10 internation-
al banks refinanced the facil-
ity, the firm said in a state-
ment. "The re-financing pro-
gram of USD 3.5 billion has

been concluded with a clutch
of international banks with
debt maturity of up to 3 years,
testifies the strong support
and access to capital, supple-
menting the solid capital pru-
dency adopted at all portfolio
companies," it said. "This
showcases Adani's robust
access to the global financial
market and strong liquidity
position. This achievement
reflects our commitment to
financial stability and growth."
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‘Hyderabad is the most

rlendly city I've been in’

was behind me to study literature, then I applied for
UOH (University of Hyderabad) and topped my entrance test”
What really makes her way of storytelling unique from the rest
is that she marks her style by using her jingles, shankh, ektara,
duff and a little bit of dance to her stories. Basically, she started
with the intention of believing that while she enjoys that why
would the audience out there enjoy it? So, that was her reference
point to create a unique twist to the art of storytelling. She’s also
often been a part of the heritage walks in Hyderabad. How has
< that experience been? Did it in a way help her for the
A~ cause of developing the art of storytelling? Let’s hear
N ~ what the interviewee has to tell us: “While the rock con-
3 servation team of Hyderabad has invited me for a story-
' telling session, the site was at Lotuspark in Banjara Hills.
While the public sat on the rocks, I was right below them
sharing my story. One among the audiences attend-
ed my another show one month later, and said
that he never finds his son sitting constantly for
more than a half an hour but found him sitting
for 45 mins while I was delivering a story. His
son was one of the active kids in the school who
shared about rock conservation. Earlier, the kid
had never visited the rock site, which was right
behind his school but after the session, he had
started developing so much love for the rocks
that he started taking part rock conservation
programmes.” Interesting isn't it?
No doubt Hyderabad ‘bole toh’ Biryani is
something that pops ones mind. However,
Deepa is not really a fan of Biryani. But rather
she would love waiting for Boorelu (an Indian
sweet made of rice flour stuffed with jaggery).
And, “Pulihora offered by my neighour
aunty, who introduced me to hyderabad
dishes. I loved sipping Irani chai in these
Hyderabadi cafes and all the Dosas, Idlis,
Chutneys and Podis here are just mouth-
watering.”
She has been invited to many international sto-
rytelling festivals around the world: including Scottish
International Storytelling Festival, Kanoon International
Festival (Iran), International Storytelling Festival in South
A\ Africa and others. National festival invites in India also
_, include Kala Ghoda Festival and Hyderabad Literary
| Festival. Having performed in various cities and countries,
"\ how could we not ask her about what makes Hyderabad
different? And she gleefully shares, “Hyderabad is one
such friendly city in India as it has been very open for
people and experiences, which is a nice point of ease.
Being in a profession like storytelling, I had friends
in theatre, who loved my shows openly saying, Arey
apun ko bhi sunao na teri kahani, when I took up
storytelling. I really find it funnier as well as
Hyderabad people have been very supportive and
open and people have come to my shows, these
\ kinds of small events and so many literature
\ lovers attend my shows. I have also got nice
\ commission projects like people asked me to
A\ perform about Dashavatara, Ithihasas, and
Puranas for children of NRI, I'm also asked
to conduct many workshops here””
The ‘City of Nizams’ being one of the
most central big metro cities of India
\ in terms of latitude and longitude, she
W\ also feels very comfortable in terms
\ of its geography and weather and
appreciates the rich intermingling
of it. Deepa is also one among
those who feel that Hyderabad
is the most safest city in
India which allows her to
reach her destinations,
irrespective of the time.
However, hates
the busy traffic
roads like every
Hyderabadi.

International award-
winning storyteller

and educationalist
Deepa Kiran,

gets candid

with The

Pioneer for our special
weekly column of
Hyderabond, sharing her
association with and
love for the city.

PNS| HYDERABAD

quantify, but you can recognise

good storytelling when you see it.
Well, award-winning international story-
teller and educationalist Deepa Kiran has
been a perfect example of it. She follows
her dream of offering heartful connec-
tions with conscious communication
through the simple beauty of storytelling
interwoven with the child-like joys of
artistic self-expression. Deepa has
reached over 80,000 educators and lakhs
of parents and children in India and
other countries, with her performances
and workshops. Her teacher training 5)
workshops and courses are based on sto-
rytelling as a pedagogical tool for
teaching, especially teaching English in
multicultural classrooms.

For our special weekly column of
Hyderabond, we have, also a TEDx
speaker, Deepa sharing her association
with the city and more.

Initially, she wanted to take up the
profession of a nutritionist but ended
up storytelling. Sharing about why
she chose to be a storyteller rather
than a nutritionist, she enthuses, “I
chose shifting to literature because
back then, courses were not really
available on fingertips. I finished ="
completed my B.Sc in nutrition and then filled
out the form for M.Sc nutrition. But later we
were informed that we cannot have an admis-
sion there, since we didn’t have a MBBS /
degree. I had to make a decision on the go.
Storytelling came later when my neighbour

The art of storytelling is difficult to

ever, it does occur in men as well. This is because, although minimal in quantity,

men do have breast tissue that has the potential to become malignant similarly to
women, albeit much less commonly and with a known ratio of 1 male case to 100 in
females, and occurs in about 1% of all breast cancers. Male breast cancers generally
account for 0.5% of all cancer diagnoses among men, but there has been a recent con-
cern about the rising incidence in the past few decades.

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR AND
WHEN TO CONSULT

Male patients most frequently complain of
a painless mass in one breast, along with
other possible symptoms such as nipple
retraction, nipple discharge, ulceration,
and pain when they visit the clinic. Male
gynecomastia masks the problem;
however, overall, male masses are simpler
to appreciate than female ones because of
the smaller breast size.

Breast cancer is a type of cancer that is most commonly seen among women; how- ]

RISK FACTORS FOR MALE BREAST CANCER

Some of the most prevalent risk factors for
breast cancer in men are:

1. Having a first- or second-degree relative with breast
cancer increases a man’s risk of developing the
disease; therefore, family history is important.

2. Other possible triggers have also been found, and they
include disorders with elevated ooestrogen circulation,

such as cryptorchidism, orchitis, orchiectomy, obesity,
marijuana usage, hepatic dysfunction, thyroid illness, and
ooestrogen-containing drugs. The test includes a triple assessment to

diagnose male breast cancer and
3. Lastly, environmental factors have also been linked includes the following:
to a higher risk of breast cancer in men than in
women. These factors include radiation therapy prior to
cancer treatment, jobs involving exposure to or use of
organic solvents like trichloroethylene, and

occupations.

- Clinical evaluation
- Ultrasonography or mammography
- Core hiopsy
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Living by the principle of
‘'staying true to oneself’

TEJAL SINHA

couple of years ago, Indian hip-
Ahop was barely known to the gen-

eral public. The genre is now
home to some of the country’s emerging
artists, and for a long time, Bollywood
films like Gully Boy and other songs have
been used to transmit emotions. Hip-hop
and rap culture are becoming increasing-
ly popular in India. Apart from films,
there have been several events that take
place to promote hip-hop and rap cul-
ture; for instance, the

journey. Today, we connect with the
adept rapper, who discusses his music
journey, his experience of being a part of
the event, and more.

EXCERPTS FROM THE INTERVIEW:

Can you tell us about your musical
journey and how you started off in
the industry?

Started at a very young age, at the age
of 15. I moved to Delhi because of music.
Back then, it was very hard for DJs to sur-
vive. I discovered hip-hop and R&B very
early in my life, and it was very clear in
my life that whatever I did would be relat-
ed to music only. Started as a promoter

With a sensitivity score of about 92% and a specificity score of
about 90%, mammography is one of the most successful
diagnostic techniques; nevertheless, this modality may
occasionally be limited because male breasts differ in size and
volume. Because of this, the most accurate diagnosis for male
breast cancer is provided by an ultrasound-guided core biopsy,
which is preferred over fine-needle aspiration.

and eventually made it as a DJ. It had
been quite a journey.

How was it performing at Boiler
Room X Ballantine’s Glassware
True Music Studios?

It was a treasured experience. The
crowd, the energy, the vibe—we loved
everything about it. In the production, the
. team worked really hard, and it did pay

- off One for the books, for sure.

recent Boiler Room X -
Ballantine’s Glassware :
True Music Studios
brought together some y
amazing artists. One of 7 "
them is rapper Nash, ;
whose musical journey
began at the young age -
of 15. Hip-hop has had a |
major influence on his
Ballantine’s
Glassware True
Music aims to shine a
light on diversity and
inclusion in music
and to promote
meaningful, last-
ing change
through its com-
mitments across
communities
and artists.
What are your
thoughts on this, and
=" how do you align with
its philosophy of ‘Staying
True’ to yourself?
I think it’s a great step. Music
\ knows no boundaries; it’s always
been inclusive. It unites peo-
ple from around the
globe, making us feel
one. My approach
to creating a
dance floor

experience is
- all about

Rapper Nash Who R
has created a niche for
himself in the rapping ¥
and hip-hop world, gets
candid with The Pioneer
about his musical journey,
getting onboard for the
Boiler Room X

Ballantine’s Glassware
True Music Studios,
.and more.

making people forget their worries and
simply enjoy dancing together. I live by
the principle of staying true to who you
are.

What is the inspiration behind your
music?

Hip-hop had a big influence on me
while T was growing up. Three Mafia,
Bone Thugs-N-Harmony, and The Game
were the ones who defined my music and
lifestyle choices. Back in the day, every
day I wake up and sit in my practice
room, digging for new music every day.
I always play a lot of genres in my set, and
I don't stick to just one genre.

Can you share any interesting sto-
ries or anecdotes from your experi-
ences as a musician?

There are many, but I want to mention
this one thing, which will always be one
for the record, and that is being an open-
ing act for D] Premier at a very young
age. It was his first time in India. ’'m sure
every DJ knows what a legend he is.

What are your goals and aspirations
as an artist?

My goal as an artist is to make great
music and inspire others. I don’t just want
to be one of the best in the industry; I
want to connect with people through the
arts and leave a lasting impact.

Are there any specific artists or musi-
cians who have influenced your
work?
FourTet, Ben UFO, and Joy Orbison

Can you tell us about any upcoming
projects or collaborations you have
in the works?

I have an upcoming collaboration with
Adidas that will be unveiled shortly, and
we'e also in the process of planning a UK
tour, which will be announced in the near
future.

How do you connect with your
audience through your music?

I always try to read the crowd first.
That’s how you connect with the crowd;
it’s always got to be 50/50. 50% of what
the crowd wants and 50% of what I real-
ly want to play.

What advice would you give to
aspiring musicians who are just
starting out?

I would say to be consistent in what
you do. Be yourself, and always try to dis-
cover new music and multiple genres. Do
not restrict yourself and explore, as
there is so much in the world that can be
discovered.

CHANCES
OF CURE

Male and female survival rates are
comparable across stages. The overall
5-year survival rate for male breast cancer
is between 40% and 65%, primarily due to
delayed diagnosis. Stage 1 would be around
75-100%, Stage Il would be approximately
50-80%, Stage Il would be
approximately 30-60%, and Stage IV
would be approximately
20-30% when
stratified.

TREATMENT

The same guidelines
that apply to the
treatment and
management of a
female patient
with breast
cancer also
apply to male
patients, and
these guidelines
would be:

POST-
TREATMENT
CARE

Long-term
monitoring is

necessary
because men are
at very high risk
for a second
ipsilateral or
contralateral
breast lesion.

® Resection of the tumour

or mass, with adjuvant endocrine
therapy, chemotherapy (CT), or radiation
therapy (RT) administered thereafter

® A straightforward mastectomy performed in
isolation for small lesions and in conjunction
with radiation therapy (RT) and chemotherapy
(CT) for more advanced tumour stages

SCREENING

Routine screening of males with breast cancer
is not established due to the rarity of the
disease’s occurrence in the general male
population. Yet, males should be educated on
the potential risk factors discussed above and
should be advised on genetic counselling if
they have a family history of breast cancer (in
both males and females) or other cancers that
may be triggered by a BRCA gene, for
example, an ovarian, pancreatic, testicular, or
prostate cancer.

Male breast cancer is uncommon, but if diagnosed early,
it is curable. The mainstay of the treatment is excision and
hormonal therapy; genetic coun-
selling in cases of family history;
and consultation with a doctor
in cases of the slightest suspi-
cion, which increases the
chance of a cure.

® Tamoxifen should be used as an adjuvant
treatment for a minimum of five years.

@ Tamoxifen is recommended above other
treatments since the majority of metastatic male
breast cancers are oestrogen receptor-positive.

(The author, Dr. Sneha
Kommineni, is a consultant

in medical oncology and
hemato-oncology at Aster RV

Hospital.)
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Dandiya

This Navratri, Hamstech College of Creative

| PARTY |

. . Education organised a grand festive
Delight in celebration of culture, tradition, and dance,
Day[lﬁg[m that encouraged students from different

creative fields to come together and celebrate
the festive spirit. The institute hosted this
event at the N-Convention in Hyderabad.

Krishti Gosthi, the oldest Bengali Association in the south-gast of
Hyderabad, celebrated Maa Durga fest, with an eco-friendly theme of
the pooja, held at the DRDO township community hall at
Kanchanbagh. The pooja ceremony was graced by the chairman and
secretary of DRDO Dr SV Kamat along with Dr Raja Babu, Director

'| Generals (Missiles) and DRDO lab directors.

® Samhita

Photos by- SV Chary

Qasis Fertility launched its
full-fledged IVF center in
Hanumakonda, which marks
its 12th center in the state
and 2nd in Warangal. The
center, which was inaugurated
by Dr. A Narasimha Reddy,
Senior Gynecologist and
Fertility Specialist, Managing
Director, Warangal Hospital,
along with other esteemed
quests, is all st to offer
personalised fertility
treatments to both men and
women.

Vetbees Pet Clinic launched its Pet Telemedicine Service at its pet clinic at Banjara Hills, Road
no: 12. M. Philip Butt, MD, Commando Kennels launched the service. The mission aims to
provide the best possible care for pets while making the process as stress-free and convenient
as possible for their owners.
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DHANUSH-STARRER
CAPTAIN MILLER WON'T

BE A TWO-PART FILM

amil star Dhanush’s upcom-
I ing film Captain Miller has
had a bunch of rumours
going about it, out of which a
prominent one was that it will be
a two-parter. However, as of now
the film’s production has denied
this rumour, confirming that
Captain Miller will indeed be a sin-
gle-part film.

Initially, it was decided by the
film’s director Arun Matheswaran
that it would be a two-part release,
though since then the director has
turned back on his decision. What
prompted this turnback is
unknown, though the film’s pro-
duction house Sathya Joti Films has
only said that the film will come | |
out in one part. v

The movie is set in the 1930s- |,
1940s in British India and follows '
an outlaw called Miller who
engages in bloody loots, heists, and
assaults. While the plot is still
unclear, apparently Miller will have
to confront the things he has been
running from for a very long time.

The film does not constitute a
sequel, as the latter is a separate
feature that only picks up the
threads later on from the ending
of its first part, and usually has a

tion with the first film.

LB 4 5 alki

big delay which carries on for a
minimum of at least a year. A
sequel is its own separate film
which merely has a story connec-

A two-part release simply means
that the feature has a lot to unpack
and can’t be done in one film,
mostly due to it becoming
extremely lengthy in runtime.

As such, when something comes

of months.

2023.

out in two parts, the second part
of that feature merely picks up
from the cliffhanger of the first
one and is released in a matter

The movie marks the first
time that the Grey Man star has
collaborated with the Rocky
(2022) director. Captain Miller
will hit theatres on December 15,

B
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Alari Naresh launched the
first look of Anukunnavanni
Jaragavukonni

he film Anukunnavanni Jaragavukonni starring Sri Rama

Nimmal and Monika, directed by G. Sandeep and produced
by Sri Bharat Arts Institute, was recently launched with a cap-
tivating poster released by Allari Naresh. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the director mentioned his previous work as an assistant
director in the film Silly Fellows and expressed his joy about this
project. He also stressed that the film is a crime-comedy thriller
and praised Naresh for choosing the correct title for the movie.
The film is set to release on November 3rd, and they are confi-
dent that it will be well-received.

Director Sandeep mentioned that this movie is unique and falls
into the crime-comedy genre. He highlighted the
incredible performances by the artists and
expressed his belief that the film will be a
hit, especially in the comedy aspect. The
film’s poster release was thanked by
Naresh, and he invited everyone to
watch it in theaters without fail.

During this event, the lead actress
Monika expressed her excitement
and her hopes for the film’s success.

%
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Nupur Sar
my film ¢
 been wortr

X Actress Nupur Sanon, whose film debut has been the
5.4 talk of the town for quite some time, is finally on
the big screen with the Telugu film Tiger Nageswara Rao.

The actress said she is happy that she is making her
debut with this film and it has been worth the wait.
Nupur, who previously appeared in a music video

with actor Akshay Kumar, opened up about her debut
and her experience working with the actor Ravi Teja.
Talking about her debut, she said, “I am very

happy. I was wanting my debut to happen in one lan-
guage. Now I am getting six times the love of the
audience and in six different languages. I feel my

on: | feel
ebut has
the wait

debut has been worth the wait.”

The actress further said, “I am playing a very nice
character in the film where I got to do commercial
dance, fun, romantic scenes as well as intense and
challenging scenes. So I got the best of both to do in

my first film”

Sharing about working with Ravi Teja, she said, “I got

to learn a lot from him. As a newcomer, you want to

\"\' have that great energy and it was amazing to work with

him. He is such a secure actor and he helped me a lot in

' delivering my scenes. He loves to work with newcomers
and he really puts his faith in newcomers. As a human, he
is the most humble and honest man.

He is a man of few words. It was an amazing experi-
ence to work with him.” Tiger Nageswara Rao is a
Telugu-language period action thriller film written
and directed by Vamsee and produced by
Abhishek Agarwal. The film stars Ravi Teja in a
lead role along with Anupam Kher, Nupur
Sanon, Jisshu Sengupta, Gayatri Bhardwaj and
Murali Sharma. The film released in cinemas

on Friday.

Nandamuri Kalyan Ram and Sa|ee
Manjrekar’s upcomlng film official kickstarts

Nandamur1 Kalyan Ram is a Ly |
dynamic star who has earned

his place in the hearts of the audi-
ence by proving his versatility as
an actor with different movies and
roles. A big-budget film under the i ¥
banners of Ashoka Creations and l
NTR Arts with him as the lead has |
officially started on Friday. Saiee

Manjrekar is playing the heroine. i
Vijayashanthi is playing a key role o

in this film. Many celebrities from i

the film industry were present at
the opening ceremony of this
movie. Murali Mohan switched on

the camera as Vl)ayashanthl
clapped for the Muhurtham scene.
Muppa Venkaiah Chowdary pro-

vided the script.
Pradeep Chilukuri has prepared
a powerful script and is directing

)
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this film which is being made with
a huge budget and high technical
values.

Presented by Muppa Venkaiah
Chowdary, Ashok Vardhan Muppa
and Sunil Balusu are producing this
film. C. Ram Prasad is providing
the cinematography while B.
Ajaneesh Loknath is composing the
music.

This movie will be a milestone

L2 movie in Kalyan Ram’s career and
his character will be very powerful.
The other actors who will act in
this movie will be announced soon.

CULT BLOCKBUSTER BABY COMBO
REPEATS! ANAND, VAISHNAVI & SAI RAJESH
COME TOGETHER FOR A NEW PROJECT

Everyone aware of this year
Tollywood’s Cult
Blockbuster Baby massive sen-
sation in theatres, OTT and
small screens. The film direct-
ed by talented filmmaker Sai
Rajesh. The film stars Anand
Deverakonda, Vaishnavi
Chaitanya, and Viraj Ashwin
in lead roles. The film is pro-
duced by SKN, who previous-
ly delivered blockbusters like
Ee Rojullo and Taxiwala. This
small film got historic win at
box office.Producer SKN and
director Sai Rajesh have been
good friends since before
entering the industry. The
success of Baby Movie
will be credited their
friendship, their
trust in each other
and their passion
for filmmaking
and also the pow-
erful perfor-
mances of the
leads Anand

.“‘ﬁ.#

Deverakonda and Vaishnavi
Chaitanya. Now this crazy
combination joining hands
for another special project. The
blockbuster Jodi Anand
Deverakonda and Vaishnavi
Chaitanya are acting as leads
in the film. The director Sai
Rajesh, who received appreci-
ation from Megastar
Chiranjeevi and many other
celebrities for his writing will
be giving

the story for the film and he
also acting as producer along
with SKN. The special
announcement is out
today.Debutant director Ravi
Namboorii will be helming
this film, which is currently in
pre-production work. 100
crore grossing production
house Mass Movie Makers,
and the National Award win-
ning banner Amrutha
Productions is jointly pro-
ducing a special project.The
man Vijay Bulganin, who cre-
ated sensation with his music
in Baby, is all set to render
tunes for this film. Bal Reddy
is working as cinematograph-
er. Editing is handled by Viplav.
Dheeraj Mogilineni is acting as
co producer. The film will
soon go to the sets. The mak-
ers planning a grand release in
theatres next summer. More
details will be
revealed
soon.

KANCHARLA CHANDRASEKHAR
REDDY HONOURS SON-IN-LAW
ALLU ARJUN WITH A STAR-
STUDDED SURPRISE PARTY

Allu Arjun is basking
under the glory of
winning the national
award as the best actor
for his performance in
Pushpa The Rise.
Recently, he received
the award in Delhi from
the hands of President
Droupadi Murmu. On
his return, he was
accorded a grand wel-
come at Shamshabad
Airport, Hyderabad by his
fans and movie lovers.
Celebrations are not yet
over as now his father-in-law
Kancharla Chandrasekhar
Reddy, orchestrated a sur-
prise party to honour the
actor's remarkable National
Award triumph. This gala
event turned into a star-stud-
ded affair, graced by close
friends, family members,
industry peers, and luminar-
ies from the entertainment

world. The evening was filled
with genuine congratulations,
heartfelt well-wishes, and a
lavish feast, culminating in a
double celebration that will
forever be etched in the actor's

memory.
On the professional front,
Allu Arjun is busy with
Pushpa The Rule, sequel to the
blockbuster film and will team
with star directors like
Trivikram Srinivas and
Sandeep Reddy Vanga.

Rakshit
Shetty’s

Ello - Side B
in Hindi
Sandalwood actor Rakshit

Shetty’s upcoming project is
a sequel to the blockbuster Sapta
Sagaradaache Ello - Side A, which
is scheduled to hit big screens on
November 17, 2023.

The production team has offi-
cially clarified that this sequel will
see a release in all major Indian
languages except Hindi. As of now,
it’s confirmed that the movie will
be available in Kannada, Telugu,
Tamil, and Malayalam. There’s a
possibility that the makers may
choose to release it in Hindi on an
OTT platform, mirroring their
strategy for the first installment.

The film features Chaithra |
Achar and Rukmini Vasanth as
the leading ladies. Produced by
Paramvah Studios, it boasts a

musical score composed by
Charan Raj.

Renu Desai reveals

getting an opportunity in
Sarkaru Vari Paata, says,
‘cannot say the reasons,
controversy will be created’

Renu Desai has been away from the silver screen for nearly 20 years, with
her last film being Johnny in 2008. She is now happy to make her
comeback to acting with Ravi Teja's Tiger Nageswara Rao. During the
film’s promotions, the actress disclosed that she had an opportunity to

act in Mahesh Babu’s last film, Sarkaru Vari Paata, as a bank officer.

However, she had to decline the role due to undisclosed reasons,

stating that she could not reveal those reasons to avoid

unnecessary controversy.

“I got an opportunity in the movie Sarkaru Vari Paata. | was
asked for the role of a bank officer. | liked that role very &7
much. | wanted to act. For some reason, it didn’t work S
out. | cannot say those reasons because controversy

will be created unnecessarily. The truth is to be

told. But it feels better to be calm.”

Tiger Nageswara Rao features Nupur
Sanon, Gayatri Bharadwaj, Murali (
Sharma, and others in key roles.

Renu portrays the character of
Hemalatha Lavanam,
Gurram Joshua’s
daughter.

4 .

ass Maharaja Ravi Tejas new
movie, Tiger Nageswara Rao, a
pan-Indian action drama directed by
Vamsee Krishna, has made its theatri-
cal debut globally. Meanwhile, the
actor’s recent production has locked
in its OTT debut date.

Changure Bangaru Raja, a crime
comedy-drama featuring Karthik
Rathnam in the lead role, was
released in cinemas on September 15,

[RIME SEENE DEI- NOT CHU‘SS
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Changure Bangaru Raja to
premiere on ETV Win on Oct 27

2023, but failed to entertain audiences as
expected. The movie has now confirmed its
OTT debut date. ETV Win has officially
announced that the movie will premiere on its
platform on October 27, 2023. The movie, writ-
ten and directed by Satish Varma, features
Satya, Goldie Nissy, Ravi Babu, Ester Noronha,
Ajay, and Nitya Sri in significant roles.
Produced by Ravi Teja under RT Teamworks,
the film’s music is composed by Krishna
Saurabh. Stay tuned for more OTT updates
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Warner, Marsh slam centuries,

PTI W BENGALURU

Brutal hundreds by David

Warner and Mitchell

Marsh led Australia's bat-
ting renaissance in the World
Cup as they piled a hefty 367 for
9 against a listless Pakistan,
here on Friday.
Warner hammered his 21st ODI
hundred, a 124-ball 163, and
Marsh his second, a 108-ball
121, as the five-time champions
twisted the knife on their oppo-
sition through their opening pair
who built a massive 259-run
association in just 203 balls.
It was only fourth instance in
World Cup history that both
openers notched centuries in the
same match.
Australia, who were asked to bat

first, needed a dominant show
to spruce up their confidence
after three middling efforts that
fetched two defeats and a win in
this tournament, and they did it
with a bang.

Left-arm pacer Shaheen Shah
Afridi's five-wicket haul (5/54)
was just a sad reminder as to
what other Pakistan bowlers
could have done with a bit of
thinking on a vastly under-
whelming day.

Warner, who was dropped twice
on 10 and 105, and Marsh were
at their marauding best against
a Pakistan attack that lacked
direction on a smooth M
Chinnaswamy Stadium pitch
with a quick outfield adding
value to the shots too.

They were either too full, too

tralia score 367

short or strayed on to the legs,
and the Aussie batters did not
need any second invitation to
exploit the flowing freebies.
All this could have been a tad
different for Pakistan had Usama
Mir, who replaced Shadab Khan,
held on to a simple skier from
Warner off Afridi, the best
among Pakistan bowlers this day
with his clever variations, inside
the ring. Warner was on 10 then
in Australia's total of 22.

From that point, there was no
looking back for the Aussies.
Pakistan captain Babar Azam
gave the ball to Haris Raufin the
ninth over, hoping for a break-
through.

But the Aussies slipped into the
top gear from that over. The
right-arm pacer was carted for

24 runs in his first over. Warner
started the carnage with a four
and six and Marsh finished it
with three fours in succession.
Thereafter, Australia's run-rate
hardly came under seven for the
rest of the innings.

Hasan Ali found some early
movement away from Marsh,
but Warner took him head on
with a series of pulls and flicks,
including a monster six that
thudded on to the roof, to neu-
tralize the pacer.

Pakistan pressed their spinners
Mir and left-arm spinner
Mohammad Nawas into service
but they made zero impact.
They were quite unimagina-
tive, and just kept feeding
both Warner and Marsh, who
preferred the ground route

early on in his innings, with
short balls which were effort-
lessly put away.

Australia notched up their
100 in the 13th over, 200th in
the 30th over and 300 in the
41st over as their run machine
marched forward inexorably.
Warner brought up his hundred,
fourth consecutive against
Pakistan in ODIs, with a single
off Mir, and the signature jump-
and-punch celebration followed
to the joy of a near full house of
crowd, that encouraged both the
sides.

Birthday boy Marsh followed his
senior partner soon in reaching
the three-figure mark with a
boundary off Mir, and he cele-
brated the landmark with a
mighty roar.

Indian s

PTI PTI ® PUNE

Opener Shubman Gill feels
India's spinners Kuldeep
Yadav and Ravindra Jadeja
have done an "exceptional” job
on pitches that have not
favoured them in the ongoing
ODI World Cup.

Jadeja and Kuldeep teamed up
to tame Bangladesh's batters
here on Thursday, contribut-
ing to India's seven-wicket
win.

Jadeja was in his elements,
returning a measly spell of 10-
0-38-2 while also taking a
spectacular catch, whereas
Kuldeep once again displayed
his variations and skills to help
restrict Bangladesh to 256/8.
The Indian spinners came
into  operation  after
Bangladesh had raced to 90
for no loss in 14 overs.

"T think leading up to the

spinners do exceptional job: Gill

World Cup, especially when
we were playing in Sri Lanka,
the wickets were assisting
spin. But here, I do not think
(that) after the first match,
there was much assistance for
the spinners,” Gill told
reporters here on Thursday.
"But the way they have bowled
in the middle overs (they)
have been exceptional. And
that has been actually game-
changing for us.

"At one point, we were look-
ing at maybe 300-320 (given)
the way their openers were
batting, but the way, especial-
ly in the middle overs, our
bowlers are coming in espe-
cially spinners and getting us
those crucial breakthroughs
and keeping the pressure on
the batsmen - that is a big dif-
ference for us," Gill added.
India defeated Bangladesh by
seven wickets with more than
eight overs to spare to record

X

their fourth consecutive win
in the competition. The win
gave the team additional con-
fidence as a group since India
next face New Zealand in

Dharamsala on Sunday.

Virat Kohli scored his 48th
century in ODIs - a feat
accomplished only after KL
Rahul decided to let the No 3

score the remaining 15 runs
which India needed to win
and the batter to complete his
ton.

However, Bangladesh's spin-
ner Nasum Ahmed bowled
one down the leg side which
was not called a wide by the
umpire Richard
Kettleborough, and Kohli hit
a six soon to complete his ton
and India's win.

Gill was asked if he thought
the wide ball was intentional.
"I don't know if he intention-
ally tried to bowl wide, or he
was just trying to keep it tight
and then (it) went away," he
said.

Among the highlights of
India's fourth win on the trot
in the World Cup were Jadeja's
diving catch to his right to dis-
miss Mushfirqur Rahim and
KL Rahul taking a one-hand-
ed catch to get rid of Mehidy
Hasan Miraz.

Gill provided insights into
India's mindset when it comes
to their approach during
training sessions.

"We all spend a lot of time on
our fielding, because as a
batsman I don't know how
many balls I will face in the
match but I know for sure that
I will be there for 50 overs and
I will field for 50 overs," he
said.

"(It is the) same for bowlers,
they know that they are going
to bowl maybe 8, 9, 10 overs
but they have to field for 50
overs. As a cricketer, I think
it's a very important skill and
we keep upping our fielding
skills whenever we get the
chance.

"Both the catches were fantas-
tic in terms of where the
game was at that point of
time. I can't single out because
both were spectacular,” Gill
added.

Pandya ruled
out of World
Cup fixture
against New
Zealand

PTI B NEW DELHI

India all-rounder Hardik
Pandya was on Friday ruled
out of the World Cup clash
against New Zealand due to an
ankle injury he suffered while
bowling against Bangladesh.
Hardik underwent scans fol-
lowing the injury in Pune on
Thursday and is heading to the
National Cricket Academy in
Bengaluru for his recovery.
India will play New Zealand in
Dharamsala on October 22.
"Team India vice-captain
Hardik Pandya sustained an
injury to his left ankle while
fielding off his own bowling
during India's match against
Bangladesh at the Maharashtra
Cricket Association Stadium,
Pune," said the BCCI in a
statement.

"The all-rounder was taken for
scans and is advised rest. He
will be under the constant
supervision of the BCCI
Medical Team. He will not be
taking the flight to Dharamsala
with the team on 20th October
and will now join the team
directly in Lucknow where
India play England," the board
added.

In all likelihood, KL Rahul will
be Rohit Sharma's deputy for
the New Zealand game. Rahul
captained the side in the bilat-
eral series against Australia in
Rohit Sharma and Pandya's
absence.

India have a long gap between
the Dharamsala and Lucknow
game, which is scheduled for
October 29.

The Indian will players get a
short break after the New
Zealand game and are expect-
ed reassemble in Lucknow on
October 26.

Winless Sri Lanka
desperate to break shackles

PTI B LUCKNOW

Having a caused a major
upset, the Netherlands will
have a spring in their stride
when they take on a struggling
Sri Lanka in the World Cup
here on Saturday.

The Netherlands, who stunned
South Africa in Dharamsala for
their first World Cup win
against a Test playing nation,
will be eying an improved
show from their top-order as
they look for back-to-back vic-
tories.

The top three Vikramyjit Singh,
Max O'Dowd and Colin
Ackermann have not been able
to get the team off to a good
start, putting additional pres-
sure on the middle-order.

A morale-boosting win over
South Africa will provide an
extra dose of confidence to the
trio ahead of the Sri Lanka
clash.

Star all-rounder Bas de Leede
is doing his bit with the ball but
can step on the batting front.

The performance against the
Proteas showed that the
Netherlands mean business,
having set an ambitious target
of reaching the semifinals in
their first World Cup appear-
ance in 12 years.

Sri Lanka, on the other hand,
have plenty to worry about on

the bowling front. They have
not been able to a produce a
collective performance thus
far.

The Lions have been decent
with their batting, having post-
ed 300-plus total in their open-
ing two contests.

However, it is Sri Lanka's bowl-
ing that have let them down in
the absence of a few injured
players.

They would rely on pacer
Dilshan Madushanka, who has
been their leading wicket-taker
in the event so far with seven
scalps. He got the ball to swing
against Australia at the same
venue and would be looking to
do the same against the strug-
gling Dutch top-order.

The Lucknow wicket has so far

seen the team batting first hav-
ing the advantage, as the ball
has been moving under the
lights.

Therefore, if chasing, the
Netherlands must be careful
against the seam barrage of
Madushanka, especially
Vikramjit, who has a poor
record against the left-arm
pacers since last year.

The Dutch will also expect a lot
from Roelof van der Merwe,
whose orthodox spin bowling
can come in handy on this
wicket.

As for their head to head
encounters so far, Sri Lanka
and the Netherlands have met
on five occasions, with the
former winning on all
instances.

England and
South Africa look
to turn the tide

PTI B MUMBAI

Reeling from upsets in their
previous outings, a formida-
ble South Africa will have an
upper hand against a faltering
England when the two teams
meet in a World Cup match
here on Saturday.

Having recorded the highest
total of this competition (428/5)
previously, South Africa crum-
bled against the Netherlands in
a rain-truncated game in
Dharamsala for their first loss in
the competition.

Similarly, England too caved in
to pressure when Afghanistan
brought out their best with the
ball in Delhi.

England may have a 4-3 record
over South Africa in 50-over
World Cup history but it is the
Proteas who have had a better
run in this edition.’

South Africa sizzled at the start
of the tournament beating
Australia and Sri Lanka by
more than 100 runs but their
second consecutive defeat in
ICC events to the Netherlands
showed the Proteas' vulnerabil-
ity under pressure.

A defeat to the Dutch notwith-
standing, South Africa will have
enough confidence in their
ranks to outgun England, who
are struggling almost in all

departments and are yet to put
a collective effort on the field.
England have been largely rusty
and inconsistent despite having
a dangerous squad on paper.
They are likely to have the ser-
vices of their "spiritual leader"
Ben Stokes for the game at
Wankhede. Stokes missed the
first three games due to a hip
injury.

Jos Buttler's men took a batter-
ing at the hands of New Zealand
in the tournament-opener and
despite bossing over a feeble
Bangladesh, they were blud-
geoned by Afghanistan in the
World Cup's first upset.

With scores of 43, 20 and 9 in
three matches so far, Buttler has
not made a mark on the tour-
nament in conditions he has
extensive knowledge of.

If Buttler is a concern in the
middle-order, Liam
Livingstone's returns of 20, 0
and 10 in three matches give
England more headache in the
lower order.

Joe Root and Dawid Malan
have been England's best bat-
ters with the former getting
two fifties and the latter a cen-
tury, but they would know
more is needed from their
batters collectively against a
high quality South African
bowling attack.

KL Rahul hopes
India batters keep
delivering centuries

PTI W PUNE

With Virat Kohli joining
Rohit Sharma among
India’s century makers in the
World Cup, wicketkeeper-batter
KL Rahul hopes the others too
will chip in with triple-figure
knocks to help the team main-
tain its unbeaten run in the
league stage.

After India captain Rohit scored
131 against Afghanistan in
India's second game in New
Delhi, Kohli's 48th century - 103
not out off 97 balls (6x4s, 4x6s)
ensured a fourth consecutive
win here on Thursday.

The team's next challenge will be
against a formidable New
Zealand who have got the bet-
ter of India in ICC events of late,
including the 2019 World Cup
semifinal and WTC final in
2021.

"Virat, the less you say the bet-
ter about it. He has been notch-
ing up those numbers for years
now - that is what he did again.
There was an opportunity at the
end, (and) he finished the game
for us," Rahul told the media
here after India's seven-wicket
win over Bangladesh.

"Getting a hundred is always
very special, I am really happy
for him. Ro (Rohit Sharma)
has got a hundred now, Virat
has got a hundred (too).
Hopefully, as the World Cup
goes (on), a few more of us
can get these hundreds and
keep winning the matches,"
Rahul expressed.

Rahul said India were not much
troubled despite Bangladesh
openers Tanzid Hasan (53) and
Litton Das (66) making most of
the powerplay to add 93 runs.
"We knew it was a good wicket
and they got off to a good start.
We have been in this situation
before, not just us, every other
team when the openers get off
to a really good start and the new

ball comes on really nicely on
the bat," he said.

"But once the field opens up, it
becomes better for the opposi-
tion to control the run rate and
that is what we did. Once we got
a couple of wickets, we were
back to building pressure on the
batsmen," he said.

After reaching 90 for no loss in
14 overs, Bangladesh lost their
momentum completely to make
a moderate 256/8 with Indian
bowlers proving how tough it is
to score off them.

"(It was a) good day in the field
overall, I did my job quite well.
Everyone else did their job real-
ly well. (It was a) good fielding
day for us as a team. I think we
took some really good catches,
really good outfield (work) so a
tick mark in that aspect of the
game," said Rahul.

India have won each of their
four games so far - against
Australia, Afghanistan, Pakistan
and Bangladesh - while chasing
but Rahul says it will not make
alot of difference if they have to
bat first and set a target.

"Not thinking so much, (we) just
want to take one game at a time.
Whatever we do, whether we
bowl first or bat first, it is
important that we do it well and
we are not thinking too much
about it," he said.

Jasprit Bumrah once again left
a strong mark on a featherbed
and Rahul said his teammates
were lucky to have the bowling
wizard on their side.

"(He is) super special, really
lucky that we have him on our
team and lucky that we don't
have to break our bats with his
yorkers and have to face at the
end," Rahul said.

"We have faced him a little bit in
the IPL. He is a top quality
bowler, really happy that he is
back, he is fit. He spent a lot of
time at the NCA in recovery and
getting stronger,” he added.

England moves on from defeat to Afghanistan: Buttler

PTI B MUMBAI

England brought its talismanic all-

tastic game of cricket and deserved

ly fascinating contest. They are a

Defending champion England has
had 'good conversations' in the
aftermath of its ICC Cricket World
Cup upset at the hands of
Afghanistan, a defeat from which
captain Jos Buttler claimed on Friday
that the team has moved on from.
Given England's longest batting line-
up among all teams in the competi-
tion, a target of 285 did not appear
threatening halfway through the
game. But Buttler and his men fold-
ed meekly for 215, succumbing to
their second loss in three matches.
"We had a few days to let the defeat
sink in and moved on and focused.
We had some good conversations
and the energy and hunger around
practice last night was very high,"
Buttler told the media here ahead
of England's training session at the
Wankhede Stadium.

rounder Ben Stokes out of retire-
ment for its World Cup defence, but
he has missed all three matches so
far due to fitness issues.

The intensity with which Stokes
trained here on Thursday and also
on Friday raised hopes of Stokes
finally getting his first game of this
year's World Cup, but Buttler
remained non-committal.

"T've got so many options within the
squad selection, it is always tough,
and you're working out the right
balance, always venue-dependent as
well, so (it has) been a good chance
to see the wicket here today and
gather a bit more information as
well," Buttler said in reply.

"But obviously, Ben trained really
well last night. It is great to see him
back. He obviously brings a lot on
the field and with his presence and
leadership skills as well as someone

who is always good to turn to,"
added the wicketkeeper-batter.

Like England, South Africa too is
coming off an upset at the hands of
the Netherlands in its previous
assignment, and the outcome did

surprise Buttler, who said Proteas
have a balanced all-round side.

"Yeah, surprised. I think you are
always surprised when those kind
of things happen. No disrespect to
the Netherlands. They played a fan-

to win it. You always have to give
credit to the opposition in that
instance,” Buttler said.

"The bookies' favourites, I'm sure,
would have been South Africa on
the day. But that is why sport is fan-
tastic. It throws up these upsets.
"And, everyone is on the same field
trying to compete and win the
game, and you have to give credit
to the opposition,” he added.
Buttler was impressed with the
way South Africa has gone about its
business in this quadrennial event.
"They have been playing some real-
ly good cricket. Obviously, the top
six is a very strong top six, and I
think pace with the ball is one of
their strengths," said Buttler.

"It is something I think both teams
like as well. We have pace in both
attacks, and both teams like pace on
the ball so as well it should be a real-

really good team.

"You always expect tough chal-
lenge when you play against South
Africa, and it's going to be a bril-
liant game," said the English skip-
per, who is chasing his second
world title.

One of the best batters in the
Indian Premier League, Buttler has
got runs at the top in the competi-
tion but is manning the middle-
order in the England line-up.
Buttler said he has no plans to open
for England.

"No, none at all. We have got some
fantastic openers in our team. It is
certainly a ground I have enjoyed
playing at before.

"I started my IPL journey here with
Mumbai as well, so it is always a place
with fond memories. I think it is a fan-
tastic cricket ground, and looking for-
ward to playing here," he added.
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