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The UK and the US have
expressed concerns over

the departure of 41 Canadian
diplomats from India, with
Britain saying it disagrees with
the Indian Government deci-
sions which it believes is behind
their exit amid an ongoing
standoff between India and
Canada over the killing of a
Sikh separatist.
While a statement from the
UK’s Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Office
(FCDO) said the move impact-
ed the effective functioning of
the Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations, the US
State Department stressed that
resolving differences requires
diplomats on the ground. 
The separate statements came
after Canada said it had with-
drawn 41 diplomats following
an alleged Indian threat to
unilaterally revoke their status
amid strained bilateral relations
over Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s claims of Indian
agents being involved in the
June murder of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, a Canadian Sikh. 
In New Delhi, the External
Affairs Ministry has strongly
rejected the allegation and also
refuted any violation of the
Vienna Convention in relation
to the Canadian diplomats’
exit.
“We reject any attempt to por-
tray the implementation of
parity as a violation of interna-
tional norms,” the MEA state-
ment said.
In London, the FCDO state-
ment pointed out that “resolv-

ing differences requires com-
munication and diplomats in
respective capitals.”
“We do not agree with the deci-
sions taken by the Indian gov-
ernment that have resulted in
a number of Canadian diplo-
mats departing India,” it said. 
“We expect all states to uphold
their obligations under the
1961 Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations. The uni-
lateral removal of the privileges
and immunities that provide
for the safety and security of
diplomats is not consistent
with the principles or the effec-
tive functioning of the Vienna
Convention. We continue to
encourage India to engage with
Canada on its independent
investigation into the death of
Hardeep Singh Nijjar,” it said.
The UK’s statement followed
the US government also back-
ing Canada over the standoff.

US State Department
Spokesperson Matthew Miller
said: “We are concerned by the
departure of Canadian diplo-
mats from India, in response to
the Indian government’s
demand of Canada to signifi-
cantly reduce its diplomatic
presence in India. Resolving
differences requires diplomats
on the ground.
“We have urged the Indian gov-
ernment not to insist upon a
reduction in Canada’s diplo-
matic presence and to cooper-
ate in the ongoing Canadian
investigation.”
The MEA on Friday rejected all
attempts to portray the imple-
mentation of diplomatic pari-
ty as a violation of internation-
al norms.
“The state of our bilateral rela-
tions, the much higher number
of Canadian diplomats in India,
and their continued interfer-

ence in our internal affairs
warrant a parity in mutual
diplomatic presence in New
Delhi and Ottawa,” the the
External Affairs Ministry said.
The row was triggered follow-
ing Trudeau’s statement in the
Canadian Parliament last
month that its security forces
were “actively pursuing credi-
ble allegations” linking Indian
government agents to the mur-
der of Khalistan Tiger Force
leader and wanted terrorist in
India Hardeep Singh Nijjar, an
allegation strongly rejected by
the the External Affairs
Ministry as “absurd and moti-
vated”.
On Friday, Trudeau told
reporters in a televised press
conference that the Indian gov-
ernment is making it “unbeliev-
ably difficult” for life as usual
to continue for millions of
people in India and in Canada.

Earlier, the Canadian authori-
ties also warned of a slowdown
in visa processing times due to
the reduction of employees at
its diplomatic mission in India. 
Both the UK and the US are
part of the “Five Eyes” network.
It is an intelligence alliance con-
sisting of the United States,
United Kingdom, Australia,
Canada and New Zealand and
uses both surveillance-based
and signals intelligence.
On Friday, Canada paused all
in-person services at the con-
sulates in Mumbai,
Chandigarh, and Bengaluru
and urged its citizens in these
three cities to exercise caution.
All Canadians in India have
been asked to contact the High
Commission in New Delhi in
case they need assistance.
The Canadian advisory said,
“In the context of recent devel-
opments in Canada and India,
there are calls for protests and
some negative sentiment
towards Canada in traditional
media and on social media.
Demonstrations, including
anti-Canada protests, could
occur and Canadians may be
subjected to intimidation or
harassment. In Delhi and the
National Capital Region, you
should keep a low profile with
strangers, and not share your
personal information with
them.”
The advisory also said,
“Exercise a high degree of cau-
tion in and around Bengaluru,
Chandigarh, and Mumbai.
Consular services in-person
are temporarily unavailable in
those cities or surrounding
areas.”
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The border crossing between
Egypt and Gaza opened on

Saturday to let a trickle of des-
perately needed aid into the
besieged Palestinian territory
for the first time since Israel
sealed it off following Hamas’
bloody rampage two weeks
ago.
Just 20 trucks were allowed in,
an amount that aid workers
said was insufficient to address
the unprecedented humani-
tarian crisis in Gaza. More
than 200 trucks carrying
roughly 3,000 tonnes of aid
have been positioned near the
crossing for days.
Gaza’s 2.3 million Palestinians,

half of whom have fled their
homes, are rationing food and
drinking dirty water. Hospitals
say they are running low on
medical supplies and fuel for
emergency generators amid a
territory-wide power black-
out.
Israel is still launching waves of
airstrikes across Gaza that have
destroyed entire neighbour-
hoods, as Palestinian militants
fire rocket barrages into Israel.
The opening came after more
than a week of high-level diplo-
macy by various mediators,
including visits to the region by
US President Joe Biden and
UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres. Israel had insisted
that nothing would enter Gaza

until Hamas released all of the
captives from its October 7
attack on southern Israel.
Late on Friday, Hamas released
an American woman and her
teenage daughter, the first cap-
tives to be freed.
It was not immediately clear if
there was a connection
between the release and the aid
deliveries. Israel says Hamas is
still holding at least 210 cap-
tives. On Saturday morning, an
Associated Press reporter on
the Palestinian side of Rafah
saw the 20 trucks heading
north to Deir al-Balah, a quiet
farming town where many
evacuees from the north have
sought shelter. Hundreds of
foreign passport holders at

Rafah hoping to escape the
conflict were not allowed to
leave. The trucks were carrying
44,000 bottles of drinking water
from the UN’s children’s agency
— enough for 22,000 people for
a single day, it said. “This first,
limited water will save lives, but
the needs are immediate and
immense,” said UNICEF
Executive Director Catherine
Russell.
The WHO said four of the 20
trucks that crossed through
Rafah were carrying medical
supplies, including essential
supplies for 300,000 people
for three months, trauma med-
icine and supplies for 1,200
people, and 235 portable trau-
ma bags for first responders.
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India on Saturday successful-
ly completed the first

unmanned test flight in its
ambitious human space flight
mission Gaganyaan, less than
two hours after the launch was
aborted with just four seconds
to go for the lift-off.
Following the successful
launch, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in a post on X,
said, “This launch takes us
one step closer to realising
India’s first human space flight
program, Gaganyaan. My best
wishes to our scientists at
ISRO.”
After some tense moments fol-
lowing a system monitoring
anomaly and two weather-
related holds, the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
said scientists simulated an
abort situation for the Crew
Escape System (CES) to carry
the Crew Module (CM) out of
the test vehicle TV-D1.
The module to test the safety of
crew in emergency situations
descended using parachutes
for a splashdown into the Bay
of Bengal with planned preci-
sion, the space agency said.
ISRO chief S Somanath said the
crew module has been fully
recovered from the sea and it
has been brought to Chennai
port.
“Eastern Naval Command
units recovered the Crew
Module — a path paved by

extensive planning, training of
Naval divers, formulation of
Standard Operating Procedures
(SOP) and joint communica-
tion by combined teams of
Navy and ISRO,” the Indian
Navy said in a statement in the
evening. 
The Navy, on its X handle, also
shared pictures of its personnel

recovering the module from
the waters, about 10 km from
the coast of Sriharikota.
The successful key test in the
country’s manned space pro-
gramme was greeted with
cheers at ISRO’s Mission
Control Centre (MCC) at
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota. The test essential-
ly involved launching the
empty CM into outer space,
bringing the module back to
earth and recovering it from
the sea after touchdown.
The Test Vehicle mission is a
significant milestone for the
overall Gaganyaan programme
as a nearly complete system was
integrated for a flight test.
Saturday’s flight was the first of
the two abort missions planned
to test the safety mechanisms
that will allow the Gaganyaan
crew to leave the spacecraft in
an emergency. It came close to
two months after the success-
ful soft landing of India’s
unmanned moon mission
Chandrayaan-3 on August 23.
“I am very happy to announce
the successful accomplishment
of the TV-D1 mission. 
The purpose of the mission was
to demonstrate the crew escape
system for the Gaganyaan pro-
gramme through a test vehicle
demonstration in which the
vehicle has gone up to Mach 1
and above, which is the speed
of sound and initiated an abort
condition for the CES to func-
tion,” a beaming Somanath
said from the MCC. 
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Indian politics is full of stories
about feisty women who

have forged their paths through
adversity, ascending to the pin-
nacle of power through sheer
grit and determination. You can
look at the likes of BSP supre-
mo Mayawati, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, Smriti Irani, the late
Sushma Swaraj, to name just a
few.
On the other hand, there are
those women leaders who
could be described as having
made it to the top because of
the family legacy they inherit-
ed. They may not have made it
all the way up yet but have
managed to become a little
more than just being political-
ly relevant. This list is a long
one. Starting from Supriya Sule
of the NCP, moving towards
the likes of Harsimrat Kaur
Badal of the SAD, the DMK’s
Kanimozhi and ending perhaps
at the SP’s Dimple Yadav. 
Mohua Moitra does not belong
to either of these two cate-
gories. She belongs to the cat-
egory of what we may describe
as a political “chaos chaser”.
Not to offend any political lib-
ertarian or any staunch diehard
feminist, but how else does one
look at Ms Moitra? Her present
round of crisis in her just
ripening political career points
us exactly in that direction. 
Mahua is a chaos chaser. But in
life as in politics you must
know when to step back or to
have the sagacity of spotting
who all are willing to be your

fellow travelers in this adven-
turism of chasing chaos. 
Arvind Kejriwal started off as
a self-proclaimed anarchist,
then ditched the very people

who enabled him to reach the
levels of extreme anarchism
and repositioned his trajecto-
ry to now be sitting pretty as a
national party with govern-
ments in two States. 
Mahua Moitra failed exactly on
that count. Her diatribe against
Gautam Adani made all the
right noises but she was the
only one shouting. Even her
party supremo Mamata
Banerjee, best friends with RIL

chairman Mukesh Ambani
didn’t back her in this anti
Adani campaign. Her parlia-
mentary colleague, Derek
O’Brien, never at a loss of
words on any subject, has been
surprisingly quiet in this entire
Adani-Mahua saga. 
When Ms Moitra openly
showed her rage against CISF
personnel at an airport in the

northeastern States a couple of
years back, it made national
headlines and was a subject
befitting of a prime time debate. 
She was then playing the vic-
tim card. When Ms Moitra
openly took cudgels in
Parliament on the farmers’ bill,
she became the darling of
YouTube and YouTubers. 
She was representing proletar-
ianism which is so important in
Indian politics. When she

danced away during durga
pooja last year during Sindoor
Khela in Kolkata, everyone
compared her to Sushmita Sen
in the much-acclaimed OTT
series Arya. But then she
turned her focus on Gautam
Adani’s business, or the alleged
lack of business ethics associ-
ated with the Adani group. 
That is where her attempt to
consistently position herself as
“Badass victim” got converted
into a villainous role. 
We may have sent a
Chandrayaan to the moon, but
when it comes to political lead-
ers and women in particular, a
“party animal” will not ever get
the gravitas a neta always
aspires to achieve. 
What Ms Moitra has done in
her present battle against the
BJP and Adani enterprise is to
expose her vulnerability and
complete lack of understanding
of high stakes political battles.
The first day the story broke of
lawyer Jai Anant Dehadrai
sending a written complaint to
the Lok Sabha Speaker and the
CBI director, she dismissed it
as jealousy of an ex. Till date no
woman politician has ever
come out so openly about her
own state of personal relation-
ships, marital or otherwise. 
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and her former
husband are on two sides of
political divide, but you will
never hear from her on what
she thinks of her former hus-
band. 

Continued on Page 2
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Noida district of UttarPradesh, nestled within the

quiet embrace of Nithari
village, a tragedy unfolded
that would forever scar the
souls of its residents. The
wails of the families

inhabiting this close-knit community
have echoed for nearly two decades,
resounding not only in the alleys of
this village but also throughout the
nation's conscience. The haunting
question that lingers in the air, "Who
killed our children?" pierces the
heart, and the State can no longer
ignore their cry for justice.The recent acquittal of Moninder

Singh Pandher and his helper,
Surinder Koli, by a two-judge bench
of the Allahabad High Court in two
of the 2006 Nithari murder cases has
sent shockwaves through the nation.
The court's scathing assessment of
the investigation as "botched up" and
its criticism of the violation of basic
norms in evidence collection has
shattered the hope that the victims'
families had clung to for so long.
Pandher, who has already been
cleared in four other cases, is now set
to be a free man.The court's verdict has shaken

the very foundation of justice, as it
points out the "casual and
perfunctory manner" in which
crucial aspects of arrest, recovery,
and confession were handled. But
beyond the legal intricacies, the heart
of this story lies in the innocent lives
that were lost, the agony of the
families left behind, and the
persistent cry for answers.Between 2005 and 2006, Nithari

was transformed from a haven of
innocence to a realm of dread and
despair. It all began on a fateful June
20, 2005, when an 8-year-old girl, full
of youthful energy and dreams,
ventured near a water tank to play.
Her laughter filled the air that day,
but it was a laughter never heard
again as she mysteriously
disappeared, plunging her family into
an agonising nightmare.Days turned into weeks, and

weeks into months, as more children
inexplicably vanished near that
ominous water tank, seemingly
vanishing into thin air. The parents'
desperate cries for their children's
return went unanswered, and the
village's collective fear deepened.
Nithari, once a place of laughter and
innocence, had now become a
shadowed realm haunted by
whispered tales of ghostly
apparitions near the tank.The local police, grappling with

the inexplicable nature of these
disappearances, embarked on
extensive investigations. Their
pursuit of answers led them across
multiple states and cities, from the
bustling streets of Mumbai to the
serene landscapes of Bihar and the
heart of the nation, Delhi. Despite
their relentless efforts, no substantial
leads emerged, and the veil of
darkness shrouding Nithari
remained.But a glimmer of hope finally

pierced through the gloom,
emanating from the call details of a
missing 21-year-old woman named
Payal. She had journeyed to Nithari
from the distant town of Udham
Singh Nagar in Uttarakhand in
search of employment. These call
details unveiled a connection that
sent shivers down spines, a
connection to Moninder Singh
Pandher, a resident of the enigmatic
D5 Kothi in Nithari village.At first, Pandher attempted to

conceal his involvement by claiming
that Payal had been seeking
employment from him. But the truth,
like a relentless spectre, could not be
evaded any longer. The police
discovered Payal's mobile phone in
Pandher's possession, and, under the
weight of irrefutable evidence, she
finally admitted to the horrors that
had transpired. She confessed to her
own murder and the nightmarish
disposal of her lifeless body into a
nearby drain.This shocking revelation set in

motion a chilling sequence of
discoveries that would forever scar
the village of Nithari. In December
2006, the Noida Police made a gut-
wrenching revelation as they found
the remains of approximately 19 girls
and children in the same accursed
drain. It was a macabre tableau of
death, a haunting testament to the
fact that these unthinkable horrors
had been perpetrated by the sinister
hands of Surendra Koli, a servant in
the employ of Moninder Singh
Pandher.

The grief-stricken parents, who
had once been filled with dreams and
hopes for their children, have spent
years on an unrelenting quest for

justice. Their pain is collective, and
their stories are a symphony of
sorrow. Many of them, in the face of
this unspeakable tragedy, abandoned
the place they once called home.
They returned to their native villages,
leaving behind a ghost town where
laughter had once danced in the air.

Now, the wound reopens, and the
pain intensifies as the unexpected
verdict of acquittal reverberates
through the village. Sunita, a mother
who lost her beloved daughter, Jyoti,
in the Nithari incident, raises her
voice in anguished plea, "With folded
hands, I request Modi ji and Yogi ji
that those brutes should only be
hanged. They should not be
acquitted." Sunita's heartache is a
reflection of the collective anguish
shared by 19 parents who lost their
sons and daughters in that dark
chapter of Nithari.Most of these families had been

lured by the prospect of employment,
and their dreams had been built
upon fragile foundations on the
periphery of Nithari village. The
calamity shattered their hopes,
scattering them like leaves in the
wind. Today, only a handful of
families remain

shocking acquittal, the village is a
cauldron of seething emotions. Ram
Kishan, a labourer in Noida,
expresses his agony through actions.
He arrives at the dreaded D5 Kothi,
gathers bricks from the road, and
hurls them at the house. He, too, is a
victim of the Nithari incident, a man
who lost his precious 3-year-old son.

His boy had vanished while
playing near the water tank, his
innocent laughter silenced forever.
Days later, the discovery of his son's
skeleton in the drain, marked by the
presence of his tiny slippers and
scattered clothing, delivered the
crushing blow of reality.As one of the legalrepresentatives of the victims

questions, "I am not able to
understand that if these criminals
will not be hanged, then who will?"
The pursuit of justice j
spannin

The CBI took over the
investigation from UP Police in
January 2007 and filed charges
against Koli in 16 cases and against
Pandher in one case under the
immoral trafficking Act.As Nithari village grapples with

the painful acquittal of the accused,
the community remains steadfast in
their quest for justice. It is a battle
that transcends time, a plea that
refuses to be silenced. These families,
bound by grief and united by a
common tragedy, demand that justice
be served. In a world that moves on,
their pain remains undiminished, an
unwavering testament to their love
for the children they lost in the
Nithari tragedy.The Nithari case with

complexiti

ECHOESOF INNOCENCE LOST

�������	
���������	�����������
��������������������������������������	�������	���������	�

���������������������	������������������������������	��������	��������������������

����� ��!�����"�����������#�������������	������������������������
���	����������������

����	����������������������������������������	
��������

$%&��'$%��'���(&��)'$%��**�'$(
�+,-*&.'$'&(���/�*&��*�'�$�'���'&(��'(

�+$�01($���+$%&��*&��*�2�$$*&��'$�'(��

$���'��(����$%�$�%�(�(����&/���+,,1�'$3���%&��$�)�&��%'��$�*&�+4�'��+�&��&*+($���/�4�,'*'&($+����-��$��$%&-�'��+4��'$%��'�&,�'�(��&�%+'��$%�+1�%�$%&�3&��(���/�$%&�4'�%$�4+�01($'�&��+�$'�1&(�1��&*&�$'�� �

1�/3'����2&��1(& $%5'**&/

���	����� 	�!���"	#$�#%�&	'' 	'(')*	��+��	�'	�+

,$����)���-.��! '�#�*--/0#-1�2��)�(�-.��! ����������
! �.3��%!�10#-1�2��)�(�-.��!�

"#$%&�'
�������4��5���	�����6���7

��������4��	�
�8�

�(#$)�*
��8��9	�
����5���8���	
���
����
�������:4����5

+#,�-�.
�8��������
��������

��������������	

��������
	�
����

�������	�
������	���



�������	
�������������������������
��������������������������������������
������������������������ ������
���!�"��� #	�



�����������������	�
������ 
�����������������

����� �������

Lakhs of people descended
on the streets on ‘Maha

Saptami’ to see beautiful idols
of Goddess Durga and her
children and the exquisite art-
work in different pandals on
Saturday.
In the metropolis beautifully

decorated pandals - either
replicas of landmarks or por-
traying some social issues -
turned into the hub of activi-
ties as long serpentine lines
were seen outside them to
appreciate the artwork and
pray before the idol of the god-
dess.
In Kolkata, big-ticket pujas like
College Square, Ekdalia
Evergreen, Sree Bhumi
Sporting Club, Baghbazar
Sarbojonin, Jodhpur Park, Park
Circus Sarbojonin, Santosh
Mitra Square, Ahiritola
Sarbojonin, Kumartuli Park,
Babu Bagan, Deshopriyo Park,
BosePukur Sitala Mandir were
among the crowd pullers since
the morning as crowds swelled
as every hour passed by.
Bikash Majumdar, spokesper-
son of College Square
Sarbojonin Puja Committee,
told PTI “We have been draw-
ing a steady stream of visitors
from the day of Tritiya (four
days back) which has turned
into a surge since Maha Sasthi.”

He said on ‘Saptami’, it took
about one hour for the revellers
to reach the pandal during the
morning hours to appreciate
the giant chandelier and beau-
tiful decorations resembling
Mysore Palace.
Once the dusk descended the

crowd swelled twice as the
illumination on the adjacent
waterbody - resembling ani-
mation cartoons - came alive at
College Square.
Large crowds gathered to have
a glimpse of the ‘sabeki’ (tra-
ditional) idols of the goddess at
Baghbazar and Maddox Square
in two parts of the city - with
musical performances hap-
pening at the later pandal.

At Belur Math near the city,
thousands of devotees gathered
to have a glimpse of the god-
dess.
Large crowds were seen before
the Burma Shel pandal at
Sodepur, Harry Poter
Jadunagari at Sukhchar in
North 24 Parganas and ITI
More pandal at Kalyani in
Nadia districts among other
crowd-puller pandals in the
districts.

To the accompaniment of
‘dhak’ (traditional drum), puja
committee members took the
‘kala bou’ depicted as the wife
of Lord Ganesha draped in a
white saree to nearby water-
bodies.

Pujas were held in households
like the Sabarna Roy
Choudhury family, Sovabazar
Rajbari, Sukiya Street Srimani
Bari, Hatkhola Dutta Bari,
Chhatubabu Latubabu Bari
among others.
NGOs took elderly citizens of
different old age homes to
landmark puja pandals to give
them a taste of the festivities,
and the latest changes in dec-
orations during the day.
West Bengal Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee wished the
people of the state on the occa-
sion of Maha Saptami.
Leader of Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari also wished the peo-
ple on the occasion. 

�������	�
�������
�����
����������
���
������������������������

����� ��	

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Saturday met those affected by
the July 31 communal vio-
lence here.
Khattar also offered prayers at
the Nalheshwar Mahadev tem-
ple in Nalhar village, where a
procession led by the Vishva
Hindu Parishad (VHP) had
been attacked.
Six people were killed in the

communal violence, most of
them during the attack. A
Muslim cleric was killed in
adjoining Gurugram.
“Every citizen condemns such
incidents and these events
should never have occurred,”
the chief minister said at
Badkali Chowk where he vis-
ited an oil mill that was set afire
during the riots.
“Nevertheless, it is the respon-
sibility of the district adminis-
tration and the government to
restore law and order prompt-
ly. 
“Thanks to the collective efforts
of everyone, the situation has
returned to normal,” he told
repoters.
He met the family of Shakti

Singh, 35, a resident of Bhadas
village who lost his life in the
Nuh violence and offered his
condolences
Khattar assured Singh’s fami-

ly of the government’s support
and issued directions to the dis-
trict administration to make
arrangements for the education
of Singh’s children.
He said the government had

called for applications on the
‘E-kshatipoorti’ portal for those
who suffered losses in this vio-
lence. 
“Compensation is still pending
for some individuals, and a
decision on this matter will be
made soon. Investigations are
also underway to determine the
insurance claims for certain
damaged vehicles,” he said.
Khattar laid the foundation

stone of the Yagyashala at the
Gurukul in Bhadas village and
also interacted with locals.
Meanwhile, on the occasion of
police commemoration day,
the Haryana Chief Minister
paid tributes to the police per-

sonnel who laid down their
lives in the line of duty.
Sunita Devi, the widow of con-
stable Satyaveer who lost his life
at a checkpoint while trying to
stop illegal mining, and
Siddharth, the son of late
deputy superintendent of police
Surender who lost his life while
preventing illegal mining in
Tauru, were honoured.

On this occasion,
Superintendent of Police
Narender Bijarniya read out the
names of 189 soldiers who
lost their lives while perform-
ing their duties in different
parts of the country during the
last one year.

While addressing the pro-
gramme, Khattar expressed his
deep gratitude towards the
police personnel and their fam-
ilies, acknowledging the chal-
lenges and risks they face daily.
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Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot, former Chief

Minister Vasundhara Raje
Scindia, former Deputy chief
minister Sachin Pilot and
Rajasthan Assembly Speaker
CP Joshi were amongst the
leaders who were nominated by
their respective parties,
Congress and BJP, on Saturday
for the State elections sched-
uled next month. 
Congress released its first list of
33 candidates for the Rajasthan
assembly elections, fielding
Gehlot from Sardarpura and
Pilot from Tonk.
BJP named 83 more candidates
for the Rajasthan Assembly
polls, including former Chief
Minister Vasundhara Raje from

her traditional Jhalrapatan seat.
BJP also released a fifth list of
92 candidates for the next
month’s MP assembly polls
dropping sitting Indore-3 MLA
Akash Vijayvargiya, son of the
party stalwart Kailash
Vijayvargiya who is in the fray
from the Indore-1 segment. 
Fifty incumbent MLAs have
been given tickets while nine
have not been renominated by
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), which has also not
named any MP in the second
list. Of the 83 candidates, 10 are
women.
Three leaders who rebelled
against Gehlot with Pilot in
2020 made it to the list —
Indraj Singh Gurjar from Virat
Nagar, Mukesh Bhakhar from
Ladnun, and Ramniwas
Gawariya from Parbatsar.

Congress has given tickets to
five ministers, 28 sitting MLAs
and an independent candidate
who won the 2018 Rajasthan
assembly elections.
Congress is yet to declare can-
didates on a majority of seats.
Its Central Election Committee
will meet on Sunday to finalise
names for more seats. The
polls to the 200-member
assembly will be held on
November 25. 
The party has fielded Archana
Sharma from Malviya Nagar
and Pushpendra Bharadwaj
from Sanganer. Both of them
had lost the last elections.
Lalit Kumar Yadav, who lost the
elections on a BSP ticket from
Mundawar, and Vivek
Dhakhar, who had contested
unsuccessfully on a Congress
ticket from Mandalgarh, have

also been given tickets.
Ramila Khadiya, who had con-
tested as an independent can-
didate and won, has been field-
ed by the party from
Kushalgarh seat.
Speaker C P Joshi will contest
from his Nathdwara assembly
seat and Congress state unit
president Govind Singh
Dotasra from Lachhmangarh.
Former minister Harish
Chaudhary will contest from

Baytoo and minister Mamata
Bhupesh from Sikrai-SC seat.
The other ministers who have
been given tickets are Bhanwar
Singh Bhati from Kolayat,
Tikaram Julie from Alwar
Rural, Mahendrajeet Singh
Malviya from Bagidora, and
Ashok Chandna from Hindoli.
The list includes the names of
nine women candidates. It also
includes three Scheduled Caste
seats and four Scheduled Tribe

seats.
BJP has so far named 124 can-
didates for the November 25
polls to the 200-member
Rajasthan Assembly. Some of
the supporters of Raje, includ-
ing two former state ministers,
have also been given tickets.
The saffron party has decided
to field Narpat Singh Rajvi
from Chittorgarh after its ear-
lier decision to deny the five-
term MLA, who is the son-in-
law of BJP stalwart Bhairon
Singh Shekhawat, renomina-
tion from his Vidhyadhar
Nagar seat. This triggered a
backlash from a section of
party workers.
The BJP leadership’s about turn
on Rajvi’s candidature is being
seen as a damage-control exer-
cise after the latter reacted
angrily and cited his family

legacy to hit out at the party.
The names also include
Vishwaraj Singh Mewar, a
descendent of Maharana Pratap
Singh, who joined the party
recently. He has been fielded
from Nathdwara, which was
won by veteran Congress leader
C P Joshi in 2018.
Former state BJP chief Satish
Poonia has been fielded from
Amber, the seat he currently
represents in the Assembly.
Rajendra Rathore, the BJP’s
leader in the Assembly, has also
been given a ticket. 
However, his constituency has
been changed from Churu to
Taranagar. Rajasthan has never
re-elected a government since
1998, alternating between the
Congress and the BJP.
For the Madhya Pradesh, BJP
has fielded Rakesh Golu Shukla

from the Indore-3 constituen-
cy in place of Akash
Vijayvargiya.  Several sitting
MLAs are dropped by the BJP
in the latest list. The ruling
party has so far declared 228
out of 230 candidates for the
forthcoming elections except
for the Guna and Vidisha seats. 
The latest list includes the
names of 12 women candi-
dates, including former state
ministers Maya Singh and
Archana Chitnis from the
Gwalior East and Burhanpur
assembly segments, respec-
tively. 
Incumbent minister Usha
Thakur is renominated from
Mhow seat.
The single phase polling for 230
seats will be held on November
17 and counting of votes will be
taken up on December 3. 
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As electric scooters become
an increasingly popular

mode of transportation across
countries including India, new
research led by an Indian-ori-
gin scientist finds a 71 per cent
increase in injuries reported in
children and teens aged 18 and
younger, with limited use of
helmets resulting in the head as
the most injured body part
Over the two-year study peri-
od, US emergency departments
reported 13,557 injuries relat-
ed to e-scooters within the
pediatric population. India is
yet to conduct any survey on
the accidents involving e-scoot-
ers and bikes.
As per the said study, the num-
ber of injuries increased 71 per
cent, from 5,012 in 2020 com-

pared with 8,545 in 2021.
The most common primary
diagnosis was fracture, and
the most injured body part was
the head.
“As more and more children
and adolescents turn to using
electric scooters, it is critical
that physicians, policymakers,
and researchers work together
to develop safe riding practices
and proper infrastructure such
as the enforcement of helmet
use during rides and the insti-
tution of more bike and scoot-
er lanes,” said Radhika Gupta,
medical student at the
Perelman School of Medicine
at the University of
Pennsylvania.
Among cases in which helmet
use was reported, only 32 per
cent reported wearing a helmet
at the time of injury.
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The Union Health Ministry
on Saturday warned of

action against online streaming
platforms in case of non com-
pliance to incorporate anti-
tobacco warnings in their con-
tent under OTT Rules 2023.
The Ministry termed as “false,
misleading and based on mis-
represented facts” a media
report that recently claimed
that the Union Government
has reached “an uneasy com-
promise” with OTT (over-the-
top) streaming services on
adding smoking warnings to
their content.
“The report further claims that
some platforms have chosen
less intrusive warnings as a
result of such an agreement.
“The media report is not fac-

tually correct and does not
reflect the correct picture of the
Union Government’s commit-
ment towards improving pub-
lic health as one of its priority
duties,” the ministry said in a
statement.
Considering public health as

a priority issue, the government
has extended the COTP
(Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products) film rules to OTT
platforms also.  The OTT Rules
2023 became operative from
September 1, 2023.

Under these rules, now all
OTT platforms like Netflix,
Amazon Prime Video, Disney
+ Hotstar, Jio Cinema, Sony
LIV, ALTBalaji, Voot, etc. Have
to display anti-tobacco health
spots, anti-tobacco health
warnings as a prominent stat-
ic message and audio-visual
disclaimer on the ill-effects of
tobacco use as prescribed in the
rules.
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Services on a priority section
of India’s first Regional

Rapid Transit System (RRTS)
corridor began on Saturday and
the ridership is expected to
cross the 10,000-mark on day
one, a senior official of the
National Capital Region
Transport Corporation
(NCRTC) said.
The much-anticipated com-
mencement of commercial
operations on the 17-km sec-
tion of the Delhi-Ghaziabad-
Meerut RRTS corridor began
amid excitement among pas-
sengers.
The inaugural ‘Namo Bharat’

train journey kicked off at 6
am, and the services received
an “overwhelming response”
from commuters, some of
whom had arrived as early as
4.30 am, eager to be a part of
this historic journey, even from
nearby areas like Muradnagar
and from far-off areas in Delhi
and Uttar Pradesh, a senior
official of the NCRTC said.
Vinay Kumar Singh, Managing

Director of NCRTC also took a
ride on the inaugural day of the
‘Namo Bharat’ train services.
He welcomed the first set of

passengers of India’s first
‘Namo Bharat’ train in the
morning, and also interacted
with them at platforms and in
coaches, officials said.
The first set of passengers have
also been acknowledged as the
‘First Rider’ and a certificate
been provided, they said.
‘Namo Bharat’ trains are
equipped with hi-tech features
and a number of passenger
amenities.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

on Friday inaugurated this sec-
tion of the Delhi-Ghaziabad-
Meerut RRTS Corridor by
unveiling a plaque at its
Sahibabad station and also
took a ride in a train.
Passenger services will go on

till 11 pm, and October 21
being a weekend, the numbers
are expected to swell further till
the end of revenue services, the
officials said.
It is expected that the ‘Namo

Bharat’ train ridership can “eas-
ily cross the 10,000-mark on
the very first day of the services,
as per the last update,” the
NCRTC said in a statement in

the evening.  Since morning,
passengers were excited and
some of them even danced in
the aisles inside coaches,
expressing their sheer joy and
excitement of being the riders
of India’s first ‘Namo Bharat’
train. Families and friends also
had gathered, clicked pictures,
took selfies, and captured
videos, all eager to be a part of
this historic moment, the
NCRTC officials said.
India’s first semi-high-speed

regional rail service seeks to
redefine travel in the region
with swift speed and latest
technology.
The priority section, between
Sahibabad and Duhai Depot,
has five stations — Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad, Guldhar, Duhai
and Duhai Depot. The segment
from Duhai to Duhai Depot is
a spur from the main corridor.
Travellers from all walks of life
including women, senior citi-
zens, and children were among
the first set of passengers, the
NCRTC said.

“More crowd was seen at
Sahibabad and Duhai Depot
stations, and besides those who

came just to experience the
ride, many office-goers were
also among the passengers on
day one. A family came with
many of their members, old
and young, all the way from
Kailash Colony in Delhi to take
a ride from Sahibabad sta-
tion,” a senior official of the
NCRTC said.

A one-way journey from
Sahibabad to Duhai Depot sta-
tion on the priority section of
this RRTS corridor will cost Rs
50, while the fare for the same
route will be Rs 100 in a pre-
mium-class coach.
To provide last-mile connec-

tivity to passengers, the
NCRTC has ensured availabil-
ity of electric auto-rickshaws
under RRTS feeder services, by
roping in service providers
stations, the statement.
The DTC has also started an
AC electric bus service from
Anand Vihar to Sahibabad sta-
tion with a frequency of 20
minutes. According to the
schedule, the first AC electric
bus will depart from Anand
Vihar ISBT at 6.20 am, while
the last one do so at 9.35 pm. 
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The Delhi Government has
proposed the ‘Industrial

and Economic Development
Policy 2023–33’ to create a
knowledge-based economy
through high-tech industrial
development and services sec-
tor and make the national cap-
ital a “24-hour city”.
Industries department officials
on Saturday said that com-
ments have been invited from
the shareholders on the policy
white paper till November 20.
The proposed policy envisions
making Delhi a globally com-
petitive urban economy
through the promotion of night
economy, plug-and-play facil-
ities, startups and new eco-

nomic activities.
The mission of the government
through the policy will be to
promote the services sector
and knowledge-based econo-
my, hi-tech industrial and eco-
nomic development, stated the
white paper. 
The policy objectives will be
implemented in a timely and
transparent manner while
creating an accountable gov-
ernance mechanism. The pol-
icy will be operational for 10
years after its notification, it
stated.
“The concept of a ‘24-hour city’
for Delhi will be promoted
through the model shops and
establishments (regulation of
employment and conditions
of services) Act 2015, as well as

the formulation of a suitable
night-time economy policy,”
said the policy white paper.
Nodes, precincts, or circuits
will be identified for continu-
ing work, cultural activity, and
entertainment at night to
attract tourists and locals. 
This will improve economic
yield by extending the utiliza-
tion of workspaces and safety
in the city by promoting a
vibrant nightlife, it said.
The night-time economy refers
to the mix of business, leisure,
social and cultural activities,
and related activities including
food, beverages and entertain-
ment-focused core activities
such as restaurants, cafes, pubs,
bars, theatres, festivals, markets,
and live music.
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Ahotel owner in his 30s and
his eight-year-old son were

stabbed to death in their sleep
in their house in central Delhi’s
Paharganj area, police said on
Saturday.
The body of the two was dis-
covered Saturday afternoon
when the hotel owner’s wife
and daughter came to check on
them failing to get a response
after several calls on the man’s
mobile phone, police said.
The victims were identified as
Anuj Singh and his son
Raunak.
“Their bodies were discovered
on the first floor of the build-
ing, where Anuj used to stay
with his family. His neck was

slit and there were multiple stab
wounds on his body. The body
was lying on the bed,” a police
officer said.
His son was lying on the floor
in a pool of blood, he said.
The house was ransacked and
some valuables were suspect-
ed to be missing, the officer
said.
DCP (Central) SK Sain said a
case of murder is registered at
Nabi Karim Police Station and
an investigation has been
launched into the killings.
“A man from Muzaffarpur,
Bihar, identified as Sonu, who
was hired as a hotel staff, is our
prime suspect as he was stay-
ing on the second floor of the
building and has been missing
since morning,” Sain said.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has approved the

appointment of former vice
president M Venkaiah Naidu
as a nominated member in
the existing jury of the pres-
tigious Gandhi Peace Prize,
according to Union minister
G Kishan Reddy.
The Union culture minister
shared this information in a
letter sent by him to Naidu.
The ministry officials released
a copy of the letter to the
media on Saturday.
Prime Minister Modi heads
the jury of the prize.
The Gandhi Peace Prize is an
annual award instituted by
government of India in 1995,
on the occasion of 125th birth
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi as a tribute to the
ideals  espoused by the
Mahatma.
The award is open to all per-
sons regardless of nationality,
race, language, caste, creed or
gender. It carries an amount
of �1 crore, a citation, a
plaque and an exquisite tra-
ditional handicraft or hand-
loom item.
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From Page 1
A couple of days later, when
Darshan Hiranandani submit-
ted an affidavit confirming all
allegations levelled against her
by Jai Dehadrai, she still didn’t
know how to react. So, she
questioned why the affidavit
was on a white paper. She
wondered whether “Modi” had
put a gun to Hiranandani’s
head for this “confession”. A day

later, a notarised copy of
Hiranandani’s affidavit
appeared in public domain,
duly signed by Hiranandani
himself in the presence of the
Consul General of Dubai. 
To make matters worse, the
lawyer representing Mohua
Mitra in the Delhi High court
made the cardinal mistake of
looking for a settlement with
Dehadrai. That too found its
way in public domain courtesy
Jai himself. So Now Ms Moitra
has nowhere to run, if she did
offer her parliamentary login. 
To a foreign individual asking
straight parliamentary ques-
tions, it shows her in an
extremely poor light. Someone
who doesn’t value the very
Parliament she represents. To
find a way out of this hole is
going to be a real tough battle
for Ms Moitra. The motor
will clearly be missing from the
motormouth that Ms Moitra
had created for herself.
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After the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l

Department (IMD) and the
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (IITM) forecast-
ed that Delhi’s air quality is like-
ly to deteriorate and fall into
the “very poor” category on
October 23 and 24 due to
unfavorable meteorological and
climatic conditions, the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) invoked
Stage 2 of the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP). 
They directed authorities in the
National Capital Region to
increase parking fees to dis-
courage private transport and
to enhance CNG or electric bus
and metro services.”
Meanwhile, the minimum tem-
perature in Delhi was record-
ed at 15.8 degrees Celsius on

Saturday, three notches below
the season’s average, while the
city registered air quality in the
“poor” category.
The sub-committee for opera-
tionalisation of the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP)
of the Commission for Air
Quality Management in NCR
& Adjoining Areas (CAQM)
has urged people to use public
transport and minimise use of
personal vehicles, use tech-
nology, take less congested
route even if slightly longer,
regularly replace air filters at
recommended intervals in your
automobiles, avoid dust gen-
erating construction activities
during months of October to
January and avoid open burn-
ing of solid waste and bio-mass.
Delhi’s 24-hour average air
quality index (AQI) stood at
248 on Saturday.  The nation-
al Capital registered PM 10 lev-

els at 161 and PM 2.5 levels at
82. 
Accordingly, the Sub-
Committee for operationalisa-
tion of the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) of the
Commission for Air Quality
Management in NCR &
Adjoining Areas (CAQM) met
on Saturday to take stock of air
quality scenario of Delhi-NCR.
At a meeting to review the air
quality situation in the Delhi-
NCR, the CAQM  a statutory
body responsible for proac-
tively implementing GRAP,
said forecasts by the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) and the Indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorology
(IITM) suggest Delhi’s overall
air quality is likely to dip and
enter the ‘very poor’ category
on October 23 and 24, owing
to unfavourable meteorological
and climatic conditions.

The panel therefore decided to
invoke the measures under
Stage II of GRAP in the entire
NCR in addition to steps
already taken under Stage I.
“All actions as envisaged under
Stage-II be implemented in
right earnest by all the agencies
concerned in NCR with imme-
diate effect, in addition to all

Stage-I actions of GRAP
already in force,” it said in an
order.+
The CAQM also advised to
carry out mechanical/ vacuum
sweeping and water sprinkling
of the identified roads on a
daily basis and to ensure  water
sprinkling along with use of
dust suppressants (at least every

alternate day, during non-peak
hours) on roads to arrest road
dust especially at hotspots,
heavy traffic corridors, vul-
nerable areas and proper dis-
posal of dust collected in des-
ignated sites/landfills. The
CAQM reiterated its October
31 deadline for National
Capital Region (NCR) states to
phase out older buses running
below the BS-VI benchmark. It
stated that from November 1
onwards, only electric, CNG-
run and BS-VI buses will be
allowed to ply within the NCR
districts or to and from Delhi.
According to data from
Central Pollution Control
Board , Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium recorded an AQI of
190 which falls in moderate
category. CRRI Mathura Road
station recorded moderate air
quality with AQI of 152. ITO
station recorded an AQI of

191 which falls in moderate
category. Mandir Marg station
recorded moderate air quali-
ty with an AQI of 176. Poor
air quality was recorded in
areas like Burari with AQI at
275, Dwarka Sector-8 record-
ed 251 AQI, Jahangirpuri
recorded 263 AQI , Rohini
recorded 247 AQI while
Wazirpur station recorded an
AQI of 235.Anand Vihar sta-
tion also recorded poor air
quality with an AQI of 239
according to CPCB.
GRAP categorises actions into
four stages: Stage I – ‘Poor’
(AQI 201-300); Stage II – ‘Very
Poor’ (AQI 301-400); Stage III
– ‘Severe’ (AQI 401-450); and
Stage IV – ‘Severe Plus’ (AQI
>450).
Authorities are also tasked
with enforcing a complete ban
on the use of coal and firewood
in ‘tandoors’ at hotels, restau-

rants and open eateries, along
with taking punitive action
against polluting industrial
units and thermal power plants
within 300 kilometres of Delhi.
Ensuring the proper imple-
mentation of guidelines for
dust mitigation at construction
and demolition project sites
and sound environmental
management of resulting waste
is also part of Stage I.
Stage II measures involve
increasing parking fees to dis-
courage private transport and
enhancing CNG or electric
bus and metro services by
introducing additional fleets
and increasing service fre-
quency.
Under Stage III, BS-III petrol
and BS-IV diesel four-wheelers
are prohibited from operating
in Delhi, Gurugram, Faridabad,
Ghaziabad, and Gautam
Buddh Nagar.
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The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has issued notices

and sought action-taken
reports from several authori-
ties, including the Delhi Chief
Secretary, Union Environment
Ministry and MCD, in a mat-
ter regarding the deteriorating
air quality in the national
Capital.
The NGT issued the notices
while hearing a matter where it
had initiated suo motu (on its
own) proceedings based on
media reports on the deterio-
ration in Delhi’s Air Quality
Index (AQI) and violations of
the Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP), under which
stricter measures are taken to
curb air pollution during win-
ter.
Noting the reports, a bench of
Chairperson Justice Prakash
Shrivastava and expert member
A Senthil Vel said despite
action taken by the authorities,
the problem of air pollution is

aggravating in Delhi and the
residents are facing various
health problems due to it.
“We deem it proper to implead
the following authorities in
the matter -- chief secretary,
Delhi, member-secretary, Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC), commissioner,
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), member-secre-
tary, Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) and the Union
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC). Let notice be
issued to the aforesaid respon-
dents,” the tribunal said in an
order passed on Friday.
It directed them to file action-
taken reports on controlling air
pollution from different
sources in Delhi in accordance
with the GRAP to maintain the
AQI in an acceptable range to
safeguard public health in view
of the winter season ahead. The
matter has been listed on
November 8 for further pro-
ceedings.
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Voicing concern over burn-
ing of crop residue that

causes air pollution in the
national Capital, the National
Green Tribunal has issued
notices to the Punjab Chief
Secretary and member secre-
tary of the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB).
The NGT was hearing a peti-
tion it had initiated on its own
(suo motu) following a media
report highlighting a rise in
farm fire incidents in Punjab.
The report said stubble burning
in the state around autumn was
among the “biggest contribu-
tors” to pollution in the
National Capital Region (NCR).
A bench of NGT Chairperson
Justice Prakash Shrivastava and
expert member A Senthil Vel
noted a report by the Punjab
Pollution Control Board
(PPCB) which detailed the
comparative data of three years
on stubble burning incidents
along with the names of
hotspot districts known for
farm fire incidents.
“Effective implementation of
various measures is the key for
controlling stubble burning in
the state,” the bench said on
Friday.  It said the state author-

ities, including PPCB officials,
needed to identify the worst-
affected areas within the
hotspot districts where reme-
dial measures should be
focussed.
“The period when the stubble
burning takes place is mainly
between September 15 to
November 30. Hence, during
this period, the concerned
authorities are required to be
vigilant in identifying the vio-
lators, and in taking remedial
measures, including imposition
of penalty,” the bench said.
The green panel also took on
record a report by the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) in the
National Capital Region (NCR)

and adjoining areas which tab-
ulated the actual count of inci-
dents of stubble burning in
2022 and the targets for reduc-
ing them during the current
year.
Underscoring that to achieve
the targets, an “effective on-
ground action” was required,
the tribunal directed the PPCB
to prepare and place on record
an area-wise crop residue man-
agement plan. “We also deem
it proper to issue notice to the
Chief Secretary and Member
Secretary, CPCB,” the tribunal
said and sought action taken
reports from the PPCB and
CAQM. The matter has been
listed on November 8 for fur-
ther hearing.
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The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has observed the

cleaning of Yamuna “is far
from satisfactory.” The NGT
also observed that the reports
filed by agencies, including
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB), the
Delhi government and others,
were “deficient” on various
issues, including not providing
the details of the drains being
discharged in the river, moni-
toring the functioning of the
sewage treatment plants (STPs)
and restoration of the river’s
floodplains and wetlands.
A bench of NGT Chairperson
Justice Prakash Shrivastava
noted that based on the tri-
bunal’s earlier directions, the
Delhi government, DJB,
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) and Haryana
had filed status reports about
the river.
The bench, also comprising
Justice Sudhir Agarwal and
expert member A Senthil Vel,
said the reports were “deficient”
on various issues, including
details of the drains discharg-
ing both treated and untreated
wastewater in the river and the
quantity and quality of the
discharged wastewater.
Also, there was no mention of
the STPs that had been con-

structed, upgraded and cur-
rently operational along with
the capacity of the existing
STPs, the bench had said in an
order passed on October 17.
It noted the report failed to
mention the steps taken for
utilisation of the treated waste-
water for agriculture, horticul-
ture, construction activities,
dust mitigation and other non-
contact purposes and mea-
sures for rejuvenation and
restoration of the river flood-
plain and the associated wet-
lands. 
“Details of those areas or
colonies which have so far not
been covered in the above
scheme (sewage network sys-
tem) shall be furnished indi-
cating timelines for laying

down sewage network system
to trap all the sewage generat-
ed from authorised and unau-
thorised colonies and linking to
the main drain for treatment
and disposal,” it said.
The green tribunal directed the
CPCB to verify the facts and
figures mentioned in the
reports.
Besides filing a comprehensive
report reflecting the correct
position, the CPCB also had to
find whether the sewage treat-
ment was in accordance with
the prescribed standards along
with the details of the proposed
activities for the sewage treat-
ment, the tribunal said.
The matter has been posted on
December 7 for further hear-
ing. 
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The iconic Gole Market will
be conserved and redevel-

oped as a museum. Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena on Saturday
launched the project of
“Conservation and Restoration
of main Gole Market building
as a museum and redevelop-
ment of surrounding areas
including, construction of ser-
vice block and subway”. Union
Minister Meenakshi Lekhi was
also present. 
The restoration work will
include removing encroach-
ments, providing public facil-
ities and handicap accessibili-
ty and reinstating the original
fenestration and entrance arch-
ways. The museum will be

connected to Doctor Lane and
Bhai Veer Singh Marg via an
underpass. The restoration
and renovation of the historic
and iconic Gole Market was
pending since 2006.  
The move comes nearly two
months after New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
finalised the agency for the
restoration and development of
the structure as a museum dur-
ing a meeting on August
23.The project will cost Rs 21.6
crore.
After launching the projects
aimed at restoration and reju-
venation of the iconic Gole
Market, Saxena said the orig-
inality of the historic structure
will not be tampered with
while carrying out the restora-
tion works.  
He further said it will be the

first of its kind museum in the
country dedicated to women
achievers of the country, in dif-
ferent spheres. 
The museum will showcase the
contributions made by women
of India in Art, Literature,
Culture, Social Sector,
Medicine, Science &
Technology and especially
their role in the struggle for
independence.    
Immediately after taking over,
Saxena had visited the site
and promised to take up its
restoration and rejuvenation.
Many meetings down the line,
it was felt that the restoration
would require conserving the
building through retrofitting.
Saxena hoped that the heritage
site will evolve as a central
place for visitors in the coming
days. 

A subway and a dedicated
parking space will also be part
of the Gole Market project, to
facilitate the visitors to the
Museum, he added.  
The LG along with the
Minister of State for Culture
and External Affairs,
Meenakshi Lekhi also visited
the construction site of Jai
Prakash Narain (JPN) Library
at Udyan Marg.
According to New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
official, the council will try to
complete the work in 12
months from the date of
awarding the tender.
Occupying a nodal position at
the intersection of Shahid
Bhagat Singh Marg, Bhai Veer
Singh Marg, Peshwa Road and
Ramakrishna Mission Marg,
within a kilometre from

Connaught Place, this urban
landmark was initially
designed by the British to
serve the basic needs of the res-
idential areas in the locality. 
Shops were accordingly set up
for milk, vegetables, food-
grains and other general items.
Over the years, government
apathy in its maintenance has
caused numerous problems. 
Its external renders and plas-
ters, reinforced brick concrete
and architectural detailing have
deteriorated while vegetation
growth, water seepage, timber
deterioration and thoughtless
additions and material incom-
patibility have taken the sheen
off the iconic structure.
Speaking about the redevel-
opment of the JPN Library
Complex, the Lt Governor
informed that the facility will

be converted into an ultra-
modern, world class library.  To
be developed by NDMC, in the
heart of New Delhi, the JPN
Library will house more than
30000 books with a seating
capacity of 200.  
The JPN Library will have a
total area of 2250 sq.mtrs over
three-storeys of 755 Sq.mtrs
each and will be constructed at
a cost of �6.81 crore. 
While CPWD has provided an
amount of �2.16 crore for the
Library, the balance amount
will be borne by NDMC. 
The fully air-conditioned
Library building will also have
an Auditorium on the ground
floor and will be disabled
friendly. 
On the occasion, chairman
NDMC, and other senior offi-
cers of NDMC were present.
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Aday after a woman was
found murdered near an

MCD-run school, the Delhi
Police on Saturday arrested a
man in connection with the
murder of a 30-year-old Swiss
woman, whose body was
recovered from West Delhi’s
Tilak Nagar area. 
The hands and legs of the
body were tied with metal
chains, while its upper portion
was covered with a black plas-
tic bag, police said. 
According to police, the
accused, identified as Gurpreet
Singh (30), was arrested from
his house in Janakpuri where
he resides with his parents and
sister. 
The accused has claimed that
she came to meet him from
Switzerland after they got
acquainted through a dating
app and that he allegedly stran-
gled her to death following a
quarrel.
The police, however, said they

are yet to verify the sequence of
events and other details as no
identity proof of the woman
has been recovered so far.
Delhi Police officials claimed
that �2.10 crore cash was recov-
ered from his house after which
the Income Tax department
was also informed.
According to a police officer,
the suspect was arrested based

on CCTV footage in which he
was seen sitting in a white
colour Hyundai Santro car
which was used for dumping
the body.
The body of the woman, who

was believed to be in her early
30s, was found near the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi school on Friday morn-
ing with its upper part covered

with a black garbage disposal
plastic bag. The victim’s limbs
were tied with metal chains.
Gurpreet had bought the car

earlier this month for Rs 2 lakh
from a second-hand car deal-
er in the name of another
woman resident of Janakpuri,
police said.  “It is suspected that
the accused wanted to mislead
the police, that’s why he bought
the car in someone else’s name,”
said a police officer.
The woman told the police that
she was not aware that the car
was bought by Gurpreet using
her residence proof.  Police
recovered the car from
Janakpuri late Friday night and
subsequently nabbed the
accused from his house.
Police said Gurpreet was con-
tinuously changing his state-
ment and tried to mislead the
police with several versions.
Gurpreet told the police that he
befriended the woman through
a dating app a few years ago.
She would often talk to him
over the phone and on October

11 she came from Switzerland
to Delhi to meet Gurpreet.
She stayed with Gurpreet, but
two days ago they had a quar-
rel over an issue following
which he strangled her to
death, the police said quoting
Gurpreet.
He told the police that he tied
her hands and legs with chains
and kept the body in the car. 
The body was lying in the car,
but when the foul smell start-
ed emanating, he dumped it in
Tilak Nagar near the MCD
school.
Police said Gurpreet’s family

owns several properties near-
by and the recovery of the large
amount of cash from his pos-
session was also being investi-
gated.
The police have not found
anyone who could identify the
woman except Gurpreet. “We
have also questioned Gurpreet’s
family members,” said an offi-
cial.  Police said Gurpreet’s
questioning and further inves-
tigation were still on.
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The Directorate of Vigilance
(DoV) has given a green

signal to the Delhi Police Anti
Corruption Branch (ACB) to
initiate a probe against 10 offi-
cials of Hedgewar hospital,
run by the Delhi Government
under prevention of corruption
act in a 10 year old case. 
The case was registered in
2014 on a complaint of Rajesh
Karla, Medical Superintendent
of Dr Hedgewar hospital,
regarding inflated bills sub-
mitted by a private pharmacy
company involving staff of the
hospital. The case was trans-
ferred to the Delhi police Anti
Corruption Branch in 2022
and the ACB got approval to
probe the matter in October
2023.
“The Directorate of Vigilance
endorses the proposal of the
Anti-Corruption Branch for

carrying out an investigation by
ACB against the offices/officials
of Hedgewar Hospital, Delhi.
The case is fit for permission u/s
17A Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988 for conducting inves-
tigation,” the DoV said. 
The DoV said during the inves-
tigation, it was found that the
staff of Dr. Hedgewar Hospital
was involved in the commis-
sion of offence pertaining to
clearance of bills of the phar-
macy company. It was also
revealed that that pharmacy
company gave cheques of Rs.
1,41,00,000/- to settle the excess
payment made to them out of
which a cheque of Rs.91 Lakhs

were cleared and cheque of �50
lakhs got dishonored. Hence,
the above FIR was registered in
Police Station Farsh Bazar,
Shandara District.
The DoV said in this case the
complaint was filed by Dr.
Rajesh Kalra (MS), on the
basis of discrepancies
noticed/raised by Manoj
Kumar Chauhan (DA) and Dr.
Yogesh Kumar Kataria
(Pharmacist) who were the
government officials/public
servants which shows the
authenticity/genuineness of the
allegation in the complaint.
The name of the accused offi-
cials had come out during the
course of investigation after
lodging FIR on Dt. 14.07.2014
which indicates the strong/clear
involvement of the officials in
the commission of offence per-
taining to clearing the bills of
the pharmacy company, and is
the matter of concern.

$.�����������/��!��������������������������

�&�����$���#�'���(��%��"�"��$�
)*��''�+�"�$��'�	�#���"��	�$(��"��



�����������������	�
������ 
�����������������

������	���
����	�����
�
��
�	�

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home

Minister Amit Shah, Science
and Technology Minister
Jitendra Singh and Congress
president Malliarjun Kharge on
Saturday hailed the successful
launch of the Gaganyaan’s TV-
D1 test flight.
Hailing the achievement, Modi
said the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) success-
ful launch of a test vehicle as
part of its Gaganyaan mission
takes India a step closer to real-
ising its first human space
flight programme.
In a post on X, he said, “This
launch takes us one step clos-

er to realising India’s first
human space f light pro-
gramme, Gaganyaan. My best
wishes to our scientists at
ISRO.”
Overcoming initial hiccups,
including a monitoring anom-
aly, the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on
Saturday successfully launched
a test vehicle with payloads
related to the country’s ambi-
tious human space flight pro-
gramme, Gaganyaan.
Scientists simulated an abort
situation for the Crew Escape
System (CES) to carry the
Crew Module out of the test
vehicle, TV-D1, as they made
a splash into the Bay of Bengal
with planned precision, setting
off jubilation among ISRO sci-

entists at the Mission Control
Center.
“After the successful launch of
the Chandrayaan-3, our nation
is ready to take its next giant
stride in the realm of space.
Today the @isro launched
#Gaganyaan’s TV-D1 Test
Flight into space scripting
another remarkable space
odyssey,” Home Minister Shah
said.
“My heartfelt congratulations
to our scientists and our citi-
zens on this momentous occa-
sion of success and fulfilment,”
Shah said in a post on X.
The Gaganyaan programme
aims to send humans into
space on a Low Earth Orbit of
400 km for three days and
bring them back safely to Earth.

The test vehicle mission was
aimed at studying the safety of
the crew module and crew

escape system in bringing
astronauts back to Earth in the
eventual mission.

Science and Technology
Minister Jitendra Singh said the
successful test flight of the
abort mission of the Gaganyaan
project has set the stage for the
remaining qualification tests
and unmanned missions,
which would lead to India’s first
human spaceflight.
“Well begun is half done,” said
Singh, who is also the Minister
of State for Space, as he con-
gratulated ISRO on the success
of the test vehicle development
flight 1 (TV-D1) at the
Sriharikota spaceport.
“Today’s event has paved the
way for a series of tests of sys-
tems and procedures with the
aim to ultimately launch an
Indian astronaut in Space, pos-
sibly around the year 2025,”

Singh said in a statement.
Human safety is of paramount
importance in the Gaganyaan
mission, said the Minister,
adding that the test flight this
morning validated the capa-
bility to move the crew to safe-
ty in case of adverse conditions
soon after the launch.
“Today’s exercise tested the per-
formance of the Crew Escape
System on the Crew Module of
the Gaganyaan mission.
Basically, it tested the safety
mechanism that will allow the
crew of the Gaganyaan mission
to escape the spacecraft in case
the mission is aborted due to a
malfunction,” Singh said.
Crew Module (CM) is the hab-
itable space with earth-like
environment in space for the

crew. Service Module will be
used for providing necessary
support to the crew module
while in orbit, he said.
Kharge congratulated the
Indian Space Research
Organisation(ISRO) for suc-
cessfully conducting the test
vehicle mission ahead of the
human space f light pro-
gramme.
In a post on X, Kharge said the
country’s human space flight
programme has been in the
works since 2007 and expressed
happiness that it is moving
towards achieving its goal.
“Our best wishes to all the sci-
entists, space engineers, crew
and researchers at ISRO for the
success of Gaganyaan test flight
mission (TV-D1),” he said.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said here on Saturday

there has been a 65 per cent fall
in incidents of terrorism, Left
Wing Extremism and insur-
gency in the Northeast.
He also asserted that the coun-
try’s “three hotspots — LWE
(Left Wing Extremism-hit
states), the Northeast and
Jammu and Kashmir — are
becoming peaceful.”
The Narendra Modi
Government has made strict
laws while maintaining a zero-
tolerance policy against ter-
rorism, the Home Minister
told a gathering after paying
homage to martyrs on Police
Commemoration Day at the
National Police Memorial.
On October 21, 1959, 10
policemen died in the line of
duty during an ambush laid by
heavily armed Chinese troops
at the Hot Springs in Ladakh.

Since then, every year October
21 is observed to honour these
martyrs and all other police
personnel who died in the line
of duty.
On the occasion of Police
Commemoration Day, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi laud-
ed police personnel for their

dedication and for guiding cit-
izens through challenges.
In a post on X, Modi said, “We
laud the relentless dedication of
our police personnel. They are
pillars of great support, guid-
ing citizens through challenges
and ensuring safety.”
Their unwavering commit-
ment to service embodies the
true spirit of heroism. A heart-
felt tribute to all the personnel
who have made the ultimate
sacrifice,” he said.
Meanwhile, Shah said the gov-
ernment has also worked
towards making the best anti-
terrorism force in the world by

setting up the “Police
Technology Mission” for mod-
ernisation of the police force,
he said. He said the Modi
Government has introduced
three Bills in Parliament for a
comprehensive overhaul of the
criminal justice system.
The three legislations will
replace 150-year-old laws and
guarantee all due
Constitutional rights to every
citizen, the minister said and
added that the proposed laws
will also reflect Indianness.
He said Modi has laid stress on
ending pendency of cases in
courts.
“There has been a 65 per cent
fall in terror, Left Wing
Extremism and insurgency
incidents in the Northeast from
their peak levels in the last
decade due to the efforts and
achievements of brave police
personnel,” Shah said.
He said whether it is to com-
bat terrorists, stop crime, main-
tain law and order while facing
a crowd, protect citizens dur-
ing disasters and accidents or
be on the front line during dif-
ficult times such as the Covid-
19 pandemic, police personnel
have proved themselves in
every situation. 
Shah said internal as well as

border security of any country
is not possible without a vigi-
lant police system.
Referring to the role played by
police personnel in a disaster,
he said in the past, through the
NDRF (National Disaster
Response Force), personnel of
different police forces have
earned a name across the world
in disaster management.
“No matter how big the disas-
ter is, when NDRF personnel
reach there, people get confi-
dence that now there is no
problem as the NDRF has
arrived,” he said.
Shah said the Modi govern-
ment is working towards
improving several schemes
being run for the welfare of
police personnel by making
changes in them from time to
time. 
The Modi Government is ded-
icated to the welfare of all per-
sonnel and is concerned for
their safety, he said.
Paying tributes to 36,250 police
personnel, who laid down their
lives while serving the nation
since independence, he said
this police memorial is not just
a symbol but a recognition of
the sacrifice and dedication of
police personnel towards
nation building.
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Lok Sabha MP Danish Ali
has written to Speaker Om

Birla flagging alleged viola-
tion of parliamentary proce-
dures by two committees.
Referring to his notice of
breach of privilege against BJP
MP Ramesh Bidhuri for using
defamatory language against
him in the Lok Sabha, Ali said
the established procedure
requires that the complainant
member is called before the
Privileges Committee first and
then the accused member.
In his letter, the sources said,
the BSP leader claimed that in
contravention of norms, the
member who is accused of
making unparliamentary
remarks against him appears to
have been called first.
He claimed that as the com-
plainant, the committee is yet
to call him to put forth his
stand.
Ali requested Birla to direct
officials to call him first before
the Privileges Committee to
give evidence against Bidhuri,
the sources said.

Bidhuri made the controversial
remarks against Ali during a
discussion on the success of
Chandrayaan-3 in the Lok
Sabha last month.
On the other hand, Ali said, the
Ethics Committee appears to
have followed the proper pro-
cedure by first calling BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey to give oral
evidence against TMC member
Mahua Moitra in the ‘cash-for-
query’ scam. Ali is a member
of the Ethics Committee.
He, however, lamented that
the committee chairman spoke
with the media about the
receipt of the affidavit filed by
businessman Darshan
Hiranandani, saying it was
against rules.
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It goes without saying that a
healthy diet is good for

health. However, a new study
has suggested that a mid-life
lifestyle modification — adop-
tion of the Dietary Approaches
to Stop Hypertension, or DASH
diet — may improve cognitive
function later in life for women,
who make up more than two-
thirds of those diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s disease, the most
prevalent form of dementia.
It said that women with diets
during middle age designed to
lower blood pressure were
about 17 per cent less likely to
report memory loss and other
signs of cognitive decline
decades later.
Led by researchers from NYU
Grossman School of Medicine,
the new findings suggest that a
mid-life lifestyle modification
— adoption of the Dietary
Approaches to Stop
Hypertension, or DASH diet —
may improve cognitive func-
tion later in life for women,
who make up more than two-
thirds of those diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s disease, the most
prevalent form of dementia.

The findings, published online
in the journal Alzheimer’s &
Dementia, have implications
for Alzheimer’s patients whose
number is expected to more
than double by 2060.
“Subjective complaints about
daily cognitive performance
are early predictors of more
serious neurocognitive disor-
ders such as Alzheimer’s,” said
Yu Chen, PhD, MPH, profes-
sor in the Department of
Population Health and senior
author of the study. 
“With more than 30 years of
follow-up, we found that the
stronger the adherence to a
DASH diet in midlife, the less
likely women are to report
cognitive issues much later in
life.”

The DASH diet includes a
high consumption of plant-
based foods that are rich in
potassium, calcium, and mag-
nesium and limits saturated fat,
cholesterol, sodium, and sugar.
Longstanding research shows
that high blood pressure, par-
ticularly in midlife, is a risk fac-
tor for cognitive decline and
dementia.
The investigators analysed data
from 5,116 of the more than
14,000 women enrolled in the
NYU Women’s Health Study,
one of the longest running
studies of its kind that exam-
ines the impact of lifestyle and
other factors on the develop-
ment of the most common can-
cers among women, as well as
other chronic conditions.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has set a target of six

months to ensure the full sat-
uration of his government’s
welfare schemes, official
sources said on Saturday.
The Government, they said,
will launch a mega drive, Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra, across all
2.7 lakh panchayats in the
country to reach out to bene-
ficiaries and enrol them.
The sources said the exercise
will begin after Diwali next
month and continue for sever-
al weeks. Specially fitted ‘raths’
will reach the beneficiaries
across the country, they added.
In a recent Cabinet meeting,
Modi exhorted his colleagues
to work harder and ensure
that deserving beneficiaries

who have still not got the ben-
efits of welfare schemes are
reached out to faster, they said.
During a meeting with top offi-
cials, he underlined the need to
expedite the saturation of wel-
fare schemes.
“He said he wants all his
schemes to reach full saturation

in the next six months,” a
source said.
The drive will ensure the sat-
uration of schemes such as the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(Grameen), National Rural
Livelihood Mission, PM
KISAN, Fasal Bima Yojana,
Poshan Abhiyan, Ujjwala

Yojana, Ayushman Bharat,
Janaushadhi Yojana and the
PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana,
besides skill development
schemes and the recently
launched Vishwakarma Yojana,
they said.
Modi has repeatedly stressed
the need for saturation of wel-
fare schemes, asserting that
such an approach also rules out
any discrimination and takes
welfare initiatives to every
deserving citizen.
The saturation drive comes as
the ruling BJP gears up for the
Lok Sabha polls, likely to be
held in April-May next year,
under the leadership of Modi
who will seek a third straight
term after leading the party to
two back-to-back big wins in
the general elections in 2014
and 2019.

Addressing a gathering at an
event to mark the foundation
day of the Scindia School in
Gwalior, Modi said his gov-
ernment’s emphasis was on
welfare measures to curb
poverty.
He told members of the audi-
ence to hand-hold at least one
poverty-stricken family.
One should not rest until each
and every poor person is cov-
ered under welfare schemes,
including those for cooking gas,
housing, bank accounts and
health insurance, Modi said.
“It is necessary to rid India of
poverty. Following this path,
over 13.5 crore people have
been lifted out of poverty.
Following this path, India will
remove poverty and become
developed too,” said the Prime
Minister. 
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Saturday

launched a project ‘Udbhav’
that aims to promote indige-
nous discourse in the Army by
integrating India’s ancient
strategic acumen into contem-
porary military domain with a
focus on making the force
“future ready.”
He also inaugurated the first
edition of the Indian Military
Heritage Festival in Delhi to
celebrate India’s rich military
culture and heritage, especial-
ly to showcase the “unmatched
bravery” of the armed forces in
the security of the nation.
Giving details about project
‘Udbhav’, the defence ministry
said it is designed to weave a
strategic vocabulary and con-
ceptual framework that is
deeply embedded in India’s
philosophical and cultural her-
itage.
“It sets the stage for a robust,
progressive and future-ready
Indian Army that not only
resonates with the nation’s his-
torical military sagacity but is
also attuned to the demands
and dynamics of contemporary
warfare and diplomacy,” the
defence ministry said.

“The project signals a series of
in-depth research, discus-
sions, studies, and engage-
ments to delve into and dis-
seminate the rich, varied and
often under-explored trea-
sures of India’s strategic
thought and military history,”
it said in a statement.
It said the present-day military
concepts, prevalent globally,
have been largely shaped by the
research and doctrines of west-
ern armies and they do not
wholly suffice the unique,
localised requirements and the
rich cultural-strategic legacy of
the Indian Army.
“Through the project, the
Indian Army acknowledges
that the nation is a treasure
trove of ancient texts and man-
uscripts that delineate sophis-
ticated, varied and contextual-

ly rich strategies in statecraft,
warfare and diplomacy,” the
ministry said.
“This project is a significant
leap towards evolving new,
indigenously-resonant military
concepts, building upon and
enhancing existing strategies
while intertwining them with
the rich, diverse tactical and
strategic wisdom encapsulated
in historical documents,” it
said. Project ‘Udbhav’ is a joint
collaboration of the Indian
Army and the United Service
Institution of India.
The ministry said the Indian
Military Heritage Festival aims
to celebrate India’s rich military
culture and heritage, which
has evolved over the centuries,
through conversations, art,
dance, drama, story-telling and
exhibitions.
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Pakistan’s former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif
returned home on

Saturday on a special flight after
a four-year self-imposed exile
in the UK to head his party and
try to secure a record fourth
term in the general elections
expected to be held in January.

Wearing a light blue kurta
pyjama, a maroon muffler and
a black coat, the 73-year-old
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo flew
in from Dubai to Islamabad on
the ‘Umeed-e-Pakistan’ char-
tered plane at around 1:30 pm
local time. 

On his arrival, Sharif ’s
legal team met him and took
his signature on some legal
documents to be submitted to
the Islamabad High Court as
part of the bail process
approved by the court on
October 19.  

Authorities at the airport
also took his biometrics. The
PML-N supremo’s legal team
includes former law minister
Azam Tarar. 

Later he left for Lahore in
the same flight to address a
rally at Minar-e-Pakistan, the
site where the All-India Muslim
League passed the Lahore
Resolution on March 23, 1940
- the first official call for a sep-
arate and independent home-
land for the Muslims of British
India.

The PML-N leaders are
gathering at the venue to wel-
come him alongside a large
number of party workers and
supporters.

His flight to Lahore from
Islamabad was delayed by near-
ly an hour after a leader of his
party accompanying him fell

sick and had to be deboarded. 
His party has been trying

to paint his homecoming as a
hope for Pakistan. About 150
PML-N supporters, who were
onboard the special flight from
Dubai to Islamabad, kept on
chanting slogans throughout
the flight.

Sharif was calm during the
flight and apparently read the
notes for his address in Lahore
in the evening. 

Speaking to reporters at

Dubai airport, the three-time
former prime minister
deplored the “very chaotic”
situation in Pakistan and
expressed confidence that his
party was “competent” to take
the cash-strapped country out
of the present crisis. 

“I’m going back to Pakistan
after four years today,” Sharif
said. “When I was leaving
Pakistan and going abroad I
had no feeling of happiness but
today I am happy.”

The ousted premier added
that it would have been very
good if the situation of the
country was better today as
compared to 2017.

“I get very worried and dis-
appointed seeing the situation
in the country. The country
that had to move forward is
going backwards now econom-
ically and unity-wise.”

Terming the situation as
“worrisome”, Sharif said there
was still hope and “we should

not let it slip from our hands as
we are capable of fixing it
because we spoiled it our-
selves”.

He said the country had to
get back on its feet as nobody
would lift us up.

“When I remember
Pakistan back then, I get hurt,
we had said goodbye to the
International Monetary Fund,
electricity was cheap, the rupee
was stable, there was employ-
ment, roti cost Rs 4, a poor
family’s child went to school
and medicines were also
cheap.” Sharif said only the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) can decide
when polls will be held, adding
that it was the only competent
authority and a fair election
commission.

The ECP is yet to fix a date
for the elections but in the past
said that polls would be held by
January end.

“Whatever date the ECP

announces, everyone will
[abide by it]. My priority is
whatever the ECP says.
Pakistan has a fair ECP today
and I feel it will make the best
decision with regards to the
election.

Lamenting the treatment
meted out to him in the past,
he said he was the person who
had gone through 150 court
hearings.  “Not just me but also
my daughter. She even got a
clean chit. She had to get it. She
didn’t have a position during
my government, not even an
office.”

He said fake cases were not
just filed against his family
including former prime minis-
ter and his brother Shehbaz
Sharif but also ex-interior min-
ister Rana Sanaullah Khan and
PML-N leader Hanif Abbasi.

“I even said before leaving
that I leave everything to Allah
(God) and I still continue
doing that.”
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Calling former premier Nawaz Sharif a
“national criminal”, his immediate suc-

cessor Imran Khan’s party on Saturday said
the state has buried shame, modesty, law and
justice with its own hands by paving the way
for the “coward fugitive” to return home
under “judicial asylum”. Sharif, 73, returned
home on a special flight from Dubai, end-
ing a four-year self-imposed exile in the UK,
to head his party and try to secure a record
fourth term in the general elections expect-
ed to be held in January.

Imran Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) reacted strongly to Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) supremo’s return to
the country, saying the “coward fugitive is
returning under judicial asylum”.

In a statement on Saturday, a PTI
spokesperson said “state has buried shame,
modesty, law and justice with its own hands”
to pave the way for “national criminal’s
return” to the country from London.

Ahead of Sharif ’s arrival, his legal team
approached the Islamabad High Court
(IHC), which on Thursday granted him a
protective bail until October 24 in the
Avenfield and Al-Azizia corruption cases.
Also, an anti-corruption court in Pakistan
suspended his arrest warrant in the
Toshakhana vehicles case. Sharif has been
prime minister three times but was ousted
in 2017 and given a lifetime disqualification
from politics after being convicted of corrup-
tion.

Referring to the ouster of the Imran
Khan-led government in April 2022, the PTI
spokesperson said after the regime change

conspiracy, the state elements after ridicul-
ing the Constitution and democracy “tied the
country and the nation in the chains of dic-
tatorship and thrown it to the corrupt
wolves”. The statement further said that incar-
cerated PTI chairman Khan launched a polit-
ical struggle against the nexus between the
criminals and the state 27 years ago.

It said that the nation is standing against
thieves, mafia and plunderers under the lead-
ership of Khan. “The nation is ready to ‘wel-
come’ its criminal who has been ‘adopted’ by
the state,” the PTI spokesperson said, adding
that the people will hold accountable the
criminals who have robbed the nation from
generation to generation.

The statement also reiterated the demand
that an immediate holding of transparent, free
and fair elections can steer the country out
of crisis.
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US President Joe Biden
joined others on Friday in

welcoming the stunning news
from Israel that Hamas had
freed an American woman and
her teenage daughter it had
held hostage in Gaza for two
weeks. 

An Israeli army spokesman
said the two Americans, Judith
Raanan and her 17-year-old
daughter Natalie, were out of
the Gaza Strip and with the
Israeli military. Hamas said
Friday it released them for
humanitarian reasons in an
agreement with the Qatari gov-
ernment.

They were the first
hostages to be released since
Hamas militants, according to
Israel, abducted roughly 200
people during their Oct. 7
rampage. 

“I am overjoyed that they
will soon be reunited with
their family, who has been
wracked with fear,” Biden said
in Washington. 

The International
Committee of the Red Cross,
which transported the freed
Americans from Gaza to Israel,
said their release offered “a sliv-
er of hope” for those still being
held.

Judith and Natalie Ranaan
had been on a trip from their
home in the Chicago suburb of
Evanston to Israel to celebrate
the Jewish holidays, according
to family members. They were
in Nahal Oz, near Gaza, on
October 7 for Simchat Torah,
a festive Jewish holiday, when
Hamas and other militants
stormed into southern Israeli
towns, killing hundreds of peo-
ple and abducting others.

Their family had heard
nothing from them since the
attack and were later told by US

and Israeli officials that they
were being held in Gaza,
Natalie’s brother Ben has said
previously.

“The news that Judith and
Natalie have been released
from the hands of Hamas is
overwhelming. It brings us a
tremendous amount of grati-
tude to the Almighty, to God,
for this incredible miracle,”
Meir Hecht, Judith Raanan’s
rabbi, said at a press conference
outside his home in Evanston,
Illinois, on Friday afternoon.

“At the same time we hold
our pain very deep,” said Hecht,
who called for the other
hostages to be released as soon
as possible. “We need to con-
tinue besieging whoever we can
and however we can, and pray-
ing for their release.”

Judith came regularly to
Meir’s congregation and felt like
“part of our family,” the rabbi
said.

Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker
and US Sen. Tammy
Duckworth expressed relief at

news of the Raanans’ release
while asking people to remem-
ber other families whose rela-
tives were abducted.

“After being held against
their will for nearly two weeks,
they are now safe and receiving
necessary medical treatment,”
Pritzker said of Natalie and
Judith. “I cannot wait to wel-
come them back home after
demonstrating immense
strength and bravery in the face
of unthinkable terror.”

Qatar said it would contin-
ue its dialogue with Israel and
Hamas in hopes of winning the
release of all hostages “with the
ultimate aim of de-escalating
the current crisis and restoring
peace.”

Israeli military spokesman
Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari said
Israel was continuing to work
to return hostages and find the
missing, and its goals had not
changed. “We are continuing
the war against Hamas and
ready for the next stage of the
war,” he said.

�����������������2�"�"�+��������2�����������������)�5!"�����������6�����7���"����
'��������"�"�!������,������������������"�+�������������"�������"�����1�����)�#����
���������8��&�����,�������!���������������"��������������!������������������)���
��������!�����������������������2�������������-�����������9��"��:�0#;#	�

����� ,��&��

There has been an almost
two-fold rise in the number

of Indian weddings that took
place across various star-cate-
gory properties located across
Oman this year, compared to
the corresponding period last
year, officials said.

A representative of the
Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism, Sultanate of Oman
said Omani officials began
communicating with Indian
wedding planners many years
ago to promote the Sultanate as
a potential location for Indian
couples looking to experience
the warmth and beauty of the
country as a wedding destina-

tion.
“Oman is closer and has

better airline connectivity to
India than other preferred des-
tinations by Indian couples. It
is also the perfect location for
visitors coming from Europe
and other parts of the world to
attend Indian weddings,” says
Arjun Chadha, Country
Manager India, Buzz Travel
Tourism.

“Salalah, with its natural
topography, global hospitality
brands and seamless infra-
structure, is among the most
sought-after destinations per-
fectly suited for unique wed-
dings,” Chadha told PTI in
Muscat.

Among the coveted wed-

ding locations are Alila Jabal
Akhdar, nestled in one of the
region’s highest mountains,
and Alila Hinu Bay, a beach
property. They offer an awe-
inspiring romantic backdrop in
terms of nature.

Alila Hinu Bay, a 45-
minute drive from Salalah air-
port, offers its guests a true
‘Arabian Nights’ experience in
the old coastal town of Mirbat.

Hanadi Jawhari, marketing
and communication manager
of Alila Hinu Bay said, “With
its sophisticated design, the
property carries a heavy influ-
ence of Omani architecture
paired with its minimalist aes-
thetics that perfectly blend
with the local climate and cul-

ture, including the spectacular
Omani archway corridor creat-
ing a regal feel.”

“Many couples choose
Oman for their wedding as it is
a unique destination that offers
warm hospitality and luxury
that matches the Indian taste,”
she said.

Puneet Singh, General
Manager of Alila Jabal Akhdar
Resort said, “Jabal Akhdar
caters to two main sets of
clientele. During winter, which
spans from September to April,
we welcome European guests
who typically spend a few days
in Muscat, a day in the desert,
and a few days in the moun-
tains.

“In winter, the weather

here is fantastic, making out-
door activities like hiking,
exploring trails, and engaging
in our signature activity, via
Ferrata, very popular. Some
guests simply unwind, relax,
and enjoy our spa, pool, and
dining options,” Singh said.

Among the many attrac-
tions in Oman is Muscat’s old-
est Muttrah fort, dating back to
the 16th century.

For the adrenalin-guz-
zled tourist, there is the
option of snorkelling in the
colourful coral reefs of the
Daymaniyat Islands or camp-
ing under the stars in the
Sharqiya Sands.

The Ministry of Heritage
and Tourism, Sultanate of

Oman conducted a four-city
roadshow in India this year,
starting with Delhi and con-
cluding in Mumbai after sim-
ilar shows in Jaipur and
Kolkata.

Chadha said the roadshow
got an overwhelming response
from the Indian travel trade.
Oman’s rich cultural heritage,
stunning natural landscapes,
and thrilling adventure activi-
ties make it an attractive des-
tination for Indian travellers, he
said.

With the growing interest
in offbeat and experiential
travel, Oman offers a perfect
blend of tradition and moder-
nity that captivates the hearts
of our travellers, he said.

Wisps of frankincense
smoke wafted through the
bazaar as one plunged through
the crowded Mutrah Souq of
Muscat.

The Frankincense is an
integral part of Oman’s culture
and heritage. This aromatic
resin is mostly used in incense
and perfume and obtained
from the bark of Boswellia
genus trees.

The Museum of the Land
of Frankincense at Al Baleed in
Salalah borders the ruins of Al
Baleed Archaeological Park.
Visitors can discover how trade
with Frankincense and mar-
itime strength ensured that
the region flourished in the
12th century.
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Thousands of pro-
Palestinian demonstrators

marched in London and other
cities on Saturday to demand
Israel stop its bombardment of
Gaza, as the Israel-Hamas war
entered its third week and its
ripples spread around the
globe.

On the day a trickle of aid
entered Gaza, where more than
1 million people have had to
leave their homes because of
the conflict, protesters gathered
in the rain at Marble Arch near
London’s Hyde Park before
marching to the government
district, Whitehall.

Waving Palestinian flags,
participants called for an end to
Israel’s blockade and airstrikes
launched in the wake of a bru-
tal incursion into southern
Israel by the Hamas militant
group that controls Gaza.

British authorities have
urged demonstrators to be
mindful of the pain and anxi-
ety felt by the Jewish commu-
nity. London’s Metropolitan
Police force says it has seen a
13-fold upsurge in reports of
antisemitic offenses in October
compared to last year. Reports
of anti-Muslim crimes have
more than doubled.

Police said there were
“pockets of disorder and some
instances of hate speech” dur-
ing protests, but “the majority
of the protest activity has been
lawful and has taken place
without incident”.

In Australia, thousands
marched through central
Sydney on Saturday, shouting
“Shame, shame Israel” and
“Palestine will never die”.

Authorities in Gaza say
more than 4,300 people have
been killed in the territory
since the latest war began.

More than 1,400 people have
been killed in Israel, mostly
civilians slain during Hamas’
deadly incursion on October
7.

Israel continued to bom-
bard targets in Gaza on
Saturday ahead of an expected
ground offensive. A small mea-
sure of relief came when 20
trucks carrying humanitarian
aid were allowed to enter Gaza
across the southern Rafah bor-
der crossing with Egypt.

The war sparked protests
across the Arab world and
beyond on Friday, including in
the occupied West Bank, where
Palestinians burned tires and
threw stones at Israeli military
checkpoints. Israeli security
forces responded firing tear gas
and live rounds.

Crowds gathered in Israel’s
northern neighbour Lebanon;
in Iraq at the country’s border
crossing with Jordan; in Jordan

itself; in cities and towns across
Egypt; in Turkiye’s capital
Ankara and its most populous
city of Istanbul; and in
Indonesia, Malaysia, Morocco
and South Africa.

In New York, hundreds of
protesters from Muslim, Jewish
and other groups marched to
US Sen. Kristen Gillibrand’s
Manhattan office, many shout-
ing “cease fire now”.

Police later arrested dozens
of protesters who blocked
Third Avenue outside
Gillibrand’s office by sitting in
the road.

Brooklyn-based Rabbi
Miriam Grossman told the
crowd she knows many people
grieving the loss of family
members killed in the Hamas
attack or have friends and fam-
ily taken hostage. Yet Grossman
said she also knows many
Palestinians “living in terror” as
they lose contact with loved

ones in Gaza.
In Mexico City, dozens

gathered outside the Israeli
Embassy on Friday evening,
lighting candles and chanting
“Free Palestine”.

Pro-Israel demonstrations
and vigils have also been held
around the world, many
focused on securing the return
of hostages captured by Hamas.

Rome’s Jewish community
on Friday remembered the
more than 200 people believed
held by Hamas by setting a long
Shabbat table for them outside
the capital’s main synagogue
and empty chairs for each of
the hostages.

On the backs of each chair
was a flyer featuring the name,
age and photo of each missing
person. On the table were can-
dles, wine and loaves of chal-
lah, the braided bread typical-
ly eaten during the Friday
night meal.
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The US has imposed sanc-
tions on three China-
based companies for sup-

plying missile-applicable items
for Pakistan’s ballistic missile
programme, the State
Department said.

In the designation, the US
State Department said on
Friday that the sanctions were
being imposed as part of the
global nonproliferation regime. 

“Today, we are designating
three entities pursuant to
Executive Order 13382, which
targets proliferators of weapons
of mass destruction and their
means of delivery. These three
entities, based in the People’s
Republic of China (PRC), have
worked to supply missile-
applicable items to Pakistan’s
ballistic missile programme,”
the State Department said in a
statement.

China, an all-weather ally
of Pakistan, has been the main
supplier of arms and defence
equipment to Islamabad’s mil-
itary modernisation pro-
gramme.

The three companies
include General Technology
Limited, Beijing Luo Luo
Technology Development Co
Ltd., and Changzhou Utek
Composite Company Ltd. 

They were sanctioned for
having engaged or attempted to
engage, in activities or transac-
tions that have materially con-
tributed to, or pose a risk of
materially contributing to, the
proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction or their

means of delivery (including
missiles capable of delivering
such weapons), including any
efforts to manufacture, acquire,
possess, develop, transport,
transfer or use such items, by
Pakistan.

General Technology
Limited has worked to supply
brazing materials, which are
used to join components in bal-
listic missile rocket engines,
and in the production of com-
bustion chambers.

Beijing Luo Luo
Technology Development Co
Ltd. has worked to supply
mandrels and other machinery,
which can be used in the pro-
duction of solid propellant
rocket motors and can be con-
trolled by the Missile
Technology Control Regime. 

Changzhou Utek
Composite Company Ltd. has
worked since 2019 to supply D-
glass glass fibre, quartz fabric,
and high silica cloth, all of
which have applications in
missile systems.

Today’s actions demon-
strate that the United States will
continue to act against the
proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, their means
of delivery, and associated pro-
curement activities of concern,
wherever they occur, State
Department spokesperson
Matthew Miller said.

The United States is com-
mitted to strengthening the
global nonproliferation regime
by taking action to disrupt
procurement networks sup-
porting proliferation activities
of concern, the US said.
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Florida lawmakers will return
for a special session to

impose additional sanctions
against Iran, express support
for Israel and provide addition-
al security to protect Jewish
institutions in Florida, House
and Senate leaders announced
Friday.

The session will also take
up issues like hurricane relief,
property insurance and provid-
ing more money for special
needs students. Presidential
candidate and Republican
Florida Governor Ron
DeSantis supports bringing
lawmakers back to the Capitol
to address the issues rather
than wait for the January start
of the annual session.

“Following the horrific
atrocities committed by
Iranian-backed terrorist group
Hamas against Israel, I am
calling on the Florida
Legislature to act swiftly to
ensure our state does not send
a penny to the Iranian terror
state,” DeSantis said in a news
release.

The four-day session will
begin November 6.

The special session was
called because Iran supports
Hamas militants who attacked
Israel two weeks ago, though
no government worldwide has
offered direct evidence sup-
porting that Iran orchestrated
the attack.

Florida already has sanc-
tions against companies that
directly do business with Iran
and six other “countries of
concern,” including Cuba,
China and Russia. The US fed-
eral government has imposed
sanctions against Iran for
decades.
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The International Criminal
Court (ICC) headquartered

at The Hague in the
Netherlands has heightened
its online security after detect-
ing a serious cyber security
incident five weeks ago, which
it revealed was an act of espi-
onage.

In a statement on Friday
the ICC said that as soon as
the incident was confirmed by
its alert mechanism, steps
were taken to mitigate its
effects by initiating an imme-
diate incident response with
the support of the Netherlands
as the “host state” and exter-

nal cyber security experts.
This included forensic analy-
sis of the incident, its causes
and its impact, and initial
mitigating measures. 

“The evidence available
thus far indicates a targeted
and sophisticated attack with
the objective of espionage,” the
ICC said.

“The attack can therefore
be interpreted as a serious
attempt to undermine the
court’s mandate.  Based on the
forensic analysis carried out,
the court has already taken
and will continue to take all
necessary steps to address any
compromise to data belonging
to individuals, organisations

and States. Should evidence be
found that specific data
entrusted to the court has
been compromised, those
affected would be contacted
immediately and directly by
the court,” it said.

The ICC said that with the
information currently avail-
able it is not possible to con-
firm who is responsible for the
attack but the Dutch law
enforcement authorities are
currently conducting a crim-
inal investigation.

As a result of the attack,
the court is reinforcing its
risk management framework
and identifying actions and
procedures to be ready to

respond to any potential reper-
cussions from the cyber-attack
including any potential secu-
rity risk to victims and wit-
nesses, court officials and the
court’s operations, the ICC
said.

“As part of broader assess-
ment into potential actions by
threat actors, the court has also
identified that disinformation
campaigns targeting the ICC
and its officials may be antic-
ipated to be launched in an
effort to tarnish the ICC image
and delegitimise its activities.
The court is also accelerating
a number of existing initiatives
aimed at enhancing digital
security,” it said.
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A26-year-old man has been
arrested and charged with a

hate crime in the US for attack-
ing a Sikh teenager on a bus here
for wearing a turban, according
to media reports.

Police on Thursday arrested
Christopher Philippeaux, who
was conditionally released by
parole in July 2021 after serving
more than two years in prison,
and charged him with a hate
crime after the incident on the
bus near 118th Street and Liberty
Avenue in Queens on October
15, CBS News reported.

According to police,
Philippeaux approached the 19-
year-old Sikh boy on the New
York City MTA bus and said, “We
don’t wear that in this country,”
referring to his turban.

He also asked the teen to take
his mask off.  The suspect then
punched the victim in his face,
back and in the back of his head,
causing cuts and pain, according
to police. Police said the man also
tried to remove the turban from
the head of the teen before get-
ting off the bus and running
along Liberty Avenue.

Records show Philippeaux
was conditionally released by
parole in July 2021 after serving
more than two years in state
prison for a Manhattan attempt-
ed robbery conviction, New York
Daily News said.

He has other arrests, most
recently for obstructing govern-
mental administration in
Brooklyn last month, police said.
It appears that the case has been
sealed, it said.
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Bharat Tex 2024 Expo, to
be held from February
26-29 next year, will posi-

tion India as a truly “global tex-
tiles powerhouse”, Union
Minister Piyush Goyal said on
Saturday.
The mega event has been con-
ceptualised as the biggest tex-
tile fair in the world in terms
of exhibition area, showcasing
India’s capabilities as a reliable
supplier of textile products
spanning the entire value chain
under one roof. It will be held
in the newly inaugurated
Bharat Mandapam and
Yashobhoomi complexes.
Addressing a curtain raiser
event for the Expo, the Union
Minister for Textiles and
Commerce and Industry
shared that “Bharat Mandapam
or Yashobhoomi will actually
give a great fillip to our effort
to make India a global destina-
tion in the textiles sector”.
Goyal expressed confidence
that going forward, “Bharat
Tex Expo is going to position
India as truly a global textiles
powerhouse”.
He asserted that there is no bet-
ter showcase than the Bharat
Tex 2024 to show to the world
that India has arrived, adding
that this event will go down in
posterity as the one that tilted

the scales and brought the
world to recognise India as a
truly global player in the tex-
tiles sector.
“Our contribution to interna-
tional trade may be small today
but this is going to be the event
that will set the benchmark for
the future that will show to the
world our true capabilities and
strengths, our capacity to pro-
vide large scale of supplies, to
have a large variety and ecosys-
tem,” Goyal said, adding that
will an exhibition area spread

across 2,00,000 meters, it will
be the world’s largest textiles
exhibition.
“For our weavers, for our
craftsmen, for our handicraft
sector, for our handloom sec-
tor, this truly can become a
very good way to showcase
what is possible,” said the min-
ister.
He hoped that by the time the
Bharat Tex Expo event draws
near, the ‘Handmade in India’
can also become a vibrant
website with a large number of

stakeholders connected to it.
With innovation, collabora-
tion, and the Make in India
spirit at its core, this expo is the
embodiment of India’s 5F
vision - Farm to Fibre to
Factory to Fashion to Foreign,
making products not just for
India but for the entire world,
Goyal said, adding that India is
not afraid of global competition
now.
He exhorted the industry to
build its brands that are glob-
ally recognised and simultane-

ously build India as a brand.
Goyal expressed the hope that
the marquee event, Bharat Tex
2024 Expo, would propel the
industry’s growth and showcase
India’s potential as a mature,
competitive global sourcing
destination in the global textile
industry.
He asked the organizers to
make the fair compelling and
engaging for the visitors.
Besides, the Minister also
launched the website of Kasturi
Cotton Bharat. 
“This website provides a digi-
tal platform for necessary infor-
mation and updates on this ini-
tiative and highlights the reg-
istration process for ginners to
produce Kasturi Cotton Bharat
Brand and its processes that
make the branded Indian cot-
ton unique,” an official state-
ment said.
The Kasturi Cotton Bharat is a
joint initiative by the Ministry
of Textiles, the Cotton
Corporation of India, Trade
Bodies & Industry to work on
the principle of self-regulation
by owning complete responsi-
bility of Branding, Traceability
and Certification of Indian
Cotton to enhance its’ compet-
itiveness in the global market
and create a sustainable ecosys-
tem for all stakeholders
involved.
Speaking on the occasion, the

Minister remarked that “with
the Kasturi Cotton Bharat
Initiative, we are not just
launching a brand, we are shar-
ing India’s rich heritage with
the world. Let’s weave a future
that echoes our past..
In an era of global competition,
this initiative will strategically
position Indian cotton on the
world map for its quality stan-
dards and commitment to best
practices, said the Shri Piyush
Goyal.
Besides an exhibition showcase
featuring over 2,000 exhibitors
from over 40 countries, the
event will also feature knowl-
edge sessions, conferences,
CEO roundtables as well as
B2B & G2G meetings.
Designer as well as brand exhi-
bitions, fashion shows, sus-
tainability workshops and
expert talks shall be the other
highlights of the event.
Bharat Tex 2024 is being
planned as a consolidated and
unique platform to position
and showcase India’s entire
textile value chain and also
highlight strengths in fashion,
traditional crafts and sustain-
ability initiatives.
The event is an industry led ini-
tiative and is proposed to be
organised jointly by the 12
Textile related Export
Promotion Councils (EPCs)
and other industry bodies. 

����■ �
��
�	�

The mines ministry on
Saturday said 50,000

square feet of space has been
freed under a special cam-
paign and a revenue of �1.47
crore has been generated from
scrap disposal.
The ministry and its subordi-
nate organisations have utilised
the Special Campaign 3.0 for
disposal of pending matters
and emphasized on giving back
to nature through creative and
innovative ways, the ministry
said in a release.
“Within the first three weeks of
the campaign, the ministry has
been ranked amongst the top
ten for reviewing old physical

files/records. It has achieved 100
per cent in easing of rules,
processes, disposal of public
grievances, inter-ministerial
references and references
received from state govern-
ments. Besides, 75 per cent of
the targeted cleanliness cam-
paigns have already been com-
pleted,” it said. 
The mines ministry has set tar-
gets for disposal of pending mat-
ters and stressed on giving back
to nature through creative and
innovative ways under the cam-
paign.
Bird feeders and water pots
have been installed, gardens
with medicinal plants created,
school girls have been sensitised
about menstrual hygiene, it said.
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Yes Bank on Saturday
reported an over 47 per

cent increase in its net profit at
�228.64 crore in the September
quarter on a lower base, and
also indicated that it is witness-
ing higher delinquencies in
unsecured loans.
The city-headquartered pri-
vate sector lender had report-
ed a post-tax profit of �160.41
crore in the year-ago period,
but the same was �347 crore in
the quarter-ago period.
Its core net interest income was
�1,925 crore for the reporting
quarter despite an 11.2 per cent
loan growth, and the manage-
ment attributed the fall to a
0.30 percentage point com-
pression in the net interest
margins (NIM) to 2.3 per cent.
The bank got a 0.20 percentage
point impact on the NIMs
from the repricing of past
deposits on elevated interest
rates and another 0.35-0.40
percentage point drag came
from shortfalls in the priority
sector lending targets, where-
in the money is deposited in
low-yielding Rural
Infrastructure Development
Fund.
Its managing director and chief
executive Prashant Kumar said
that the bank is at the “near
end” of the slip on the NIMs
front and is aiming at expand-
ing the number hereon.
The hit on the deposit repric-
ing will not be witnessed again,
while on the PSL part, where it
is struggling to meet the sub-
targets on lending to small and
marginal farming segment, it is
looking at purchasing PSL cer-
tificates from the market,
organic expansion of loan
books.
Kumar said the bank is also on
the lookout to buy a microlen-
der but does not have anything
to disclose on the matter as yet.

The bank is aiming for a 15
per cent loan book growth and
an 18 per cent expansion in
deposits for FY24, Kumar said.
When asked about the RBI’s
worries about unsecured loans
like credit cards and personal
loans, Kumar said the bank has
witnessed increased delinquen-
cies on the portfolio recently,
especially in the assets which
are overdue for over 30 days
but are yet to slip into non-per-
forming assets.
The gross NPAs from the unse-
cured loans stood at 2.1 per
cent, which is higher than the
retail NPAs of 1.4 per cent and
the overall 2 per cent for the
bank.
Kumar said the bank has taken
a call on being cautious on
retail assets growth strategy,
given the higher stress on the
unsecured loans and reaching
an optimum level of 48 per cent
contribution of retail in the
overall assets mix.
In the September quarter, two-
thirds of the fresh slippages of
�1,200 crore were from the
retail loans, Kumar said, adding
that the corporate loans which
had come to haunt the bank in
the past are behaving well.
The overall provisions came
at �505 crore as against �583
crore in the year-ago period
and Kumar added that the
bank is maintaining its guid-
ance on the overall credit
costs.
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Himachal Pradesh Housing
and Urban Development

Authority (HIMUDA) has
received approval from its
board to acquire land to estab-
lish a new township Mountain
City,  near Jubbar-Hatti
Airport in the suburbs of
Shimla, to decongest the state
capital.
This project is likely to invig-
orate economic activities and
employment in the area while
creating an ultra-modern city
with state-of-the-art infra-

structure,  incorporating
advanced seismic technology.
The estimated cost of this pro-
ject is approximately �1,373
crore, a statement issued here
said.
Extending a generous hand to
allottees across the state who
had encountered disputes
concerning payment dues, the
Board of Directors approved
a one-time settlement (OTS)
policy, offering these indi-
viduals an opportunity to set-
tle their long-pending pay-
ment dues at a significantly
reduced rate. 

This policy will not only ease
the financial burden on the
public but also provide
HIMUDA with consolidated
resources that can be 
reinvested in further activities
for the greater good of the
public. 
Directions were also issued to
make a provision to regularise
the attics of buildings under
the One Time Settlement
Policy and also to make its
policy in accordance with the
decision taken by the state
government regarding the
attic.

Presiding over the 52nd meet-
ing of the Board of Directors
(BoD) of HIMUDA, Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu also emphasised the
importance of adopting the
latest construction techniques
and leveraging information
technology platforms to
enhance its presence and ser-
vice to the public. 
Additionally, the adoption of
electronic measurement
books (e-MBs) was recom-
mended to streamline record-
keeping and reduce the
dependence on physical doc-

umentation. It was also direct-
ed to speed up the tendering
process through the e-tender-
ing system as per the latest
guidelines from the govern-
ment.
Sukhu said HIMUDA should
work in a competitive manner,
take innovative initiatives in
its projects, improve the sizes
of flats and make these more
user-friendly.
He also directed officials to
organise exposure visits 
for the employees and take
effective steps for capacity
building. 
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Kotak Mahindra Bank on
Saturday said the Reserve

Bank of India (RBI) has
approved the appointment of
Ashok Vaswani as the bank’s
Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer (MD &
CEO) for a period of three
years.
Vaswani, who has worked with
Barclays in the recent past, will
succeed Uday Kotak who quit
as MD of the bank effective

September 1.
At present, Vaswani is
President of Pagaya
Technologies Ltd - a US-Israeli
AI Fintech. He is also on the
Board of the London Stock
Exchange Group, the SP Jain
Institute of Global
Management, UK and sup-
ports various philanthropic
organisations, including
Pratham, and Lend-AHand.
The appointment is subject to
shareholders’ approval, Kotak
Mahindra Bank said in a state-

ment.
Vaswani has a proven track
record spanning three-and-a-
half decades, initially at
Citigroup and more recently, at
Barclays, of building and grow-
ing global businesses at scale,
nurturing winning teams,
establishing transformational
partnerships, leveraging for-
ward-leaning technology, with
a compelling business vision to
deliver strong bottom-line
growth, it said.
Interim MD & CEO Kotak

Mahindra Bank Dipak Gupta
said, “Ashok brings with him
values and experience that
align with Kotak’s vision to
transform into a tech-enabled,
customer-centric financial
institution for the future.”
Founder director of the bank
Uday Kotak said Ashok is a
word-class leader and banker
with digital and customer
focus. I am proud that we
bring a “Global Indian” home
to build Kotak and India of
tomorrow.”

Kotak was set to retire from his
executive role in December.
However, it was cut short four
months ahead of schedule. His
early exit from the country’s
fourth-largest bank was cited as
a personal reason.
This came as the Reserve Bank
of India capped the tenure of a
managing director and chief
executive officer at 15 years in
private sector banks. This is
due to the RBI’s norms on lead-
ership appointment which was
reviewed after the Yes Bank

debacle.
Kotak, whose holding in the
bank stands at 26 per cent, has
become a non-executive direc-
tor of the bank.
Commenting on the appoint-
ment, Vaswani said, “We will
ensure that Kotak Mahindra
Bank plays a meaningful role in
India’s journey to being one of
the top 3 economies in the
world in the next 5 years,
delivering shareholder value. At
a personal level, l am delight-
ed to come back home.” 
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There has been an almost two-
fold rise in the number of

Indian weddings that took place
across various star-category prop-
erties located across Oman this
year, compared to the correspond-
ing period last year, officials said.
A representative of the Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism, Sultanate of
Oman said Omani officials began
communicating with Indian wed-
ding planners many years ago to
promote the Sultanate as a poten-
tial location for Indian couples
looking to experience the warmth
and beauty of the country as a
wedding destination.
“Oman is closer and has better air-
line connectivity to India than
other preferred destinations by
Indian couples. It is also the per-
fect location for visitors coming
from Europe and other parts of the
world to attend Indian weddings,”
says Arjun Chadha, Country
Manager India, Buzz Travel
Tourism.
“Salalah, with its natural topogra-
phy, global hospitality brands and
seamless infrastructure, is among
the most sought-after destina-
tions perfectly suited for unique
weddings,” Chadha told PTI in
Muscat.
Among the coveted wedding loca-

tions are Alila Jabal Akhdar, nes-
tled in one of the region’s highest
mountains, and Alila Hinu Bay, a
beach property. They offer an
awe-inspiring romantic backdrop
in terms of nature.
Alila Hinu Bay, a 45-minute drive
from Salalah airport, offers its
guests a true ‘Arabian Nights’
experience in the old coastal town
of Mirbat.
Hanadi Jawhari, marketing and com-
munication manager of Alila Hinu
Bay said, “With its sophisticated
design, the property carries a heavy
influence of Omani architecture
paired with its minimalist aesthetics
that perfectly blend with the local cli-
mate and culture, including the

spectacular Omani archway corridor
creating a regal feel.”
“Many couples choose Oman for
their wedding as it is a unique des-
tination that offers warm hospital-
ity and luxury that matches the
Indian taste,” she said.
Puneet Singh, General Manager of
Alila Jabal Akhdar Resort said,
“Jabal Akhdar caters to two main
sets of clientele. During winter,
which spans from September to
April, we welcome European
guests who typically spend a few
days in Muscat, a day in the
desert, and a few days in the
mountains.
“In winter, the weather here is fan-
tastic, making outdoor activities
like hiking, exploring trails, and
engaging in our signature activi-
ty, via Ferrata, very popular. Some
guests simply unwind, relax, and
enjoy our spa, pool, and dining
options,” Singh said.
Among the many attractions in
Oman is Muscat’s oldest Muttrah
fort, dating back to the 16th cen-
tury.
For the adrenalin-guzzled tourist,
there is the option of snorkelling in
the colourful coral reefs of the
Daymaniyat Islands or camping
under the stars in the Sharqiya
Sands.
The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism, Sultanate of Oman con-

ducted a four-city roadshow in
India this year, starting with Delhi
and concluding in Mumbai after
similar shows in Jaipur and
Kolkata.
Chadha said the roadshow got an
overwhelming response from the
Indian travel trade. Oman’s rich
cultural heritage, stunning natur-
al landscapes, and thrilling adven-
ture activities make it an attractive
destination for Indian travellers,
he said.
With the growing interest in off-
beat and experiential travel, Oman
offers a perfect blend of tradition
and modernity that captivates the
hearts of our travellers, he said.
Wisps of frankincense smoke
wafted through the bazaar as one
plunged through the crowded
Mutrah Souq of Muscat.
The Frankincense is an integral
part of Oman’s culture and her-
itage. This aromatic resin is most-
ly used in incense and perfume
and obtained from the bark of
Boswellia genus trees.
The Museum of the Land of
Frankincense at Al Baleed in
Salalah borders the ruins of Al
Baleed Archaeological Park.
Visitors can discover how 
trade with Frankincense and mar-
itime strength ensured that the
region flourished in the 12th 
century. 
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Engineering and construction con-
glomerate Larsen & Toubro (L&T) on

Saturday said it has inked a pact with IIT
Indore to undertake joint research and
development projects in various areas like
renewable energy management and con-
trol software.
The memorandum of understanding
was signed by the digital energy solutions
arm of L&T Construction’s power trans-
mission and distribution business.
The agreement was signed “to explore
and work on activities through the
framework set-up across various avenues
of engagement. This initiative will drive
industry-academia collaboration to
advance research and development in
renewable energy integration and control
technologies,” the company said in a
statement.
Through this engagement, L&T’s smart
grid solution centre of excellence will be
established to collaborate with the stu-
dents’ learning and experience pro-
gramme at IIT Indore.
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Struggling Indian shuttler
PV Sindhu lost to her old

nemesis Carolina Marin of
Spain in three games in an ill-
tempered semifinal of the
Denmark Open Super 750
tournament, which saw both
players receive yellow cards
for verbal exchanges, here on
Saturday.
Sindhu, who has been strug-
gling the whole season, lost 18-
21, 21-19, 7-21 in the match
that lasted one hour and 13
minutes. This was Sindhu's
fifth loss on the trot against
Marin who had beaten the
Indian in that memorable 2016
Rio Olympics final as well as

the 2018 World
Championships summit clash. 
World number 12 Sindhu and
Marin, currently ranked sixth,
had earlier talked about good
camaraderie between them but
they showed none of it on the
court on Saturday.
Both were warned verbally by
the umpire multiple times
before being shown yellow
cards in the deciding game. The
umpire initially called both
the players to tone down their
celebrations after winning
points.
But Marin continued to scream
and celebrate while Sindhu
was warned twice for taking
longer time in receiving serve. 
Marin was warned twice for

loud celebrations after taking
the first game 21-18. 
In the decider after Sindhu won
the second game, the umpire
warned the Indian to be ready

to receive serve quickly. At that
point, Sinhdu was heard saying
'you allowed her to shout, so
you ask her and then I will be
ready'.
Just after that, the shuttle fell on
Sindhu's court and both
reached to pick it, leading to
another verbal altercation. The
chair umpire called both the
players and flashed yellow cards
to them. Marin was also told
not to pick shuttle from
Sindhu's side.
In the first game, the two were
locked 3-3 and then 7-7.
Moments of brilliance were
followed by odd errors from
both as the score read 18-18.
The Spaniard then unleashed a
body smash and grabbed two

games points when Sindhu's
backhand hit the net and fol-
lowed it with a powerful smash
to earn the bragging rights. 
Sindhu, who had famously
hugged Marin after the Rio
Olympics final defeat, had a
solid strength to the second
game, leading 6-2. The Indian
zoomed 10-3 ahead as she
showed better control at the
net, while Marin was too errat-
ic.
After the interval, Marin took
the initiative and soon the ral-
lies got shorter and faster with
the Spaniard producing the
winners with solid net-play.
Sindhu ended a stretch of seven
straight points after winning a
fast exchange to maintain the

12-10 lead. Sindhu then had
four game points at 20-16.
Marin saved three before
Sindhu sealed it with a smash
to take the match to the
decider.
It was Marin who took the ini-
tiative in the decider, moving to
3-0 and then 8-2.
Marin was 14-3 up and around
that time both were shown yel-
low cards for engaging in a ver-
bal duel. The incident seemed
to rattle Sindhu as nothing
went her way and it was one
way traffic. Soon, Marin ended
Sindhu's misery after having 13
match points.
Sindhu had also reached the
semifinals at the Arctic Open
Super 500 last week in Finland.
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The Indian women's hockey team
failed to book an automatic berth for

2024 Paris Olympics after finishing third
in the Hangzhou Asian Games but it will
get another chance to make the cut as the
country is hosting the qualifying tourna-
ment in Ranchi next year.
The International Hockey Federation
(FIH) has moved the Women's
Olympic Qualifiers to Ranchi from
Changzhou in China which earned a
direct Paris Games berth by winning
the Asian Games gold in Hangzhou
earlier this month.
The Paris Olympics qualifying tourna-
ment will be held at Marang Gomke Jaipal
Singh AstroTurf Hockey Stadium in
Ranchi, Jharkhand, from January 13 to
19 next year.
Apart from India, seven countries will
take part in the qualifying tournament
from which the top three will confirm
their berth in next year's Olympics.
The other three FIH Olympic Qualifiers
will be played in Muscat, Oman (men's:
January 15-21, 2024) and Valencia, Spain

(women's and men's: January 13-21,
2024).
India had lost 0-4 to hosts China in the
Hangzhou Asian Games women's hock-
ey semifinals and eventually settled for
a bronze medal after beating Japan 2-1.
Speaking about Ranchi hosting the
Olympic Qualifiers, Hockey India
President Dilip Tirkey said, "This is a huge
event for our players, and we are thrilled
that it will take place on our home turf
as the support from Indian fans will
undoubtedly fuel our players' determina-
tion to secure their spot in the Paris 2024
Olympics."
Indian team captain Savita Punia said,
"Ranchi hosting the Olympic Qualifiers
is fantastic news as it will motivate us
more than ever to seal a berth for the Paris
2024 Olympics in the presence of all the
Indian hockey fans who have been sup-
porting us through thick and thin."
The Indian team clinched the bronze
medal in the recently-concluded 19th
Asian Games Hangzhou after a 2-1 tri-
umph over Japan and the victory has
boosted their confidence as they look to
secure a spot in the Paris Olympics. 
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New Zealand bulldozed
through Argentina 44-
6 on Friday to reach the

Rugby World Cup final for a
record fifth time.
The All Blacks will bid for a
record fourth title against
defending champion South
Africa or England, who play
their semifinal on Saturday.
Going into the semifinal, there
was a question mark whether
the All Blacks could back up
physically and mentally their
astonishing herculean effort
to topple Ireland last weekend.
It didn't take long to show they
were as up for the semifinal in
which they started as the firm
favorite as they were for the
quarterfinal in which they were
the heavy underdogs.
"I am incredibly proud of the
way we backed it up tonight,"
New Zealand coach Ian Foster
said. "It is really satisfying, but
now all the pressure of the final
comes." 
The All Blacks outclassed
Argentina with power and pace
and sent the Pumas scrum
reeling backwards. But the
defense might have been the
most impressive again, as it was
in containing Ireland last week-
end. They finished with 195

tackles, but made 121 of them
in the first half when they
missed only 10. That exhaust-
ed the Pumas, who threw
everything at the All Blacks but
were virtually out of the con-
test by halftime at 20-6 behind.
"Our forwards did an out-
standing job - set-piece, maul
time, earned a few penalties,
got a bit of dominance and it
kept a lot of pressure on the
Argentinians," All Blacks cap-
tain Sam Cane said. "We knew
they're a team that will fight for
everything and they wouldn't
go away. So that ability to keep
piling on points was pleasing."
As the game opened up more
in the second spell, the All
Blacks showed off their ruth-
lessness by building attacks
and battering the Pumas to the
point of fatigue. They led 39-6
going into the last quarter,
when they added only a hat
trick try for Jordan.
Jordan could have had a fourth
try in the match but Richie
Mo'unga ignored the overlap
and chose to go on his own and
was wrapped up. No matter,
Jordan has a tournament-lead-
ing eight tries, matching the
single tournament record set by
Jonah Lomu in 1995, Bryan
Habana in 2007 and Julian
Savea in 2015. And Jordan has

one more match to go.
The most lopsided semifinal
result since 1987 when eventu-
al champion New Zealand beat
Wales 49-6 started with an
early penalty for Argentina's
Emiliano Boffelli after they
wasted 14 phases in the first
two minutes.
New Zealand scored its first try
after 11 minutes. A kickable
penalty was kicked to the cor-
ner, the All Blacks hammered

the Pumas and narrowed their
defense, and Mo'unga's double
miss-out pass allowed Jordan to
stroll over.
Minutes later, the Pumas were
going nowhere after 10 phases
when wing Mark Tele'a
stripped Pumas scrumhalf
Gonzalo Bertranou. Rieko
Ioane and Mo'unga counterat-
tacked and Jordie Barrett ended
up rolling across the tryline. 
The Pumas hit back with a 12-

phase move that netted
Boffelli's second penalty kick
but Mo'unga's penalty made it
15-6 and flanker Shannon
Frizell walked over for the
third try on halftime. At the
end of 12 phases and way past
40 minutes, Tele'a broke
through five tackles and Smith
and Mo'unga set up Frizell.
Mo'unga's conversion attempt
hit the left post.
Two minutes into the new

half, another powerful All
Blacks scrum allowed Smith to
dummy opposite Bertranou,
step inside winger Mateo
Carreras and score their fourth
try.
Another 18 phases by the All
Blacks including a Mo'unga
break finished with Frizell bur-
rowing over for their fifth try.
The All Blacks then strung
another 11 phases, at the end
of which Tele'a dragged in four
defenders and Jordan had
another walk-in try, his second.
Hooker Julián Montoya, the
Argentine captain, also paid
tribute to New Zealand's ruth-
less efficiency.
"The scrums were completely
dominant on us. Every oppor-
tunity they have they score," he
said. "Awesome team." 
The only downer for New
Zealand was Scott Barrett's
yellow card with 15 minutes left
for a cynical ruck foul and yet
their discipline was still impres-
sive. They conceded three
penalties in the first half, seven
in the match. Even with Scott
Barrett in the sin-bin, they
expertly worked a lineout move
in which Ardie Savea's inside
pass put Jordan in a huge gap
on halfway. He collected his
own chip ahead and earned the
hat trick.
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The image was striking:
Lewis Hamilton walking

away from his damaged car
after a wreck he caused while
Mercedes teammate George
Russell zoomed by in the back-
ground in the Qatari desert
For Hamilton, a seven-time
Formula One champion, it was
the worst moment in a mostly
frustrating season. He is third
in the drivers' standings head-
ing into this week's United
States Grand Prix and has
again watched rival Max
Verstappen of Red Bull already
drive away to the champi-
onship. 
Compounding the season's
issues has been some added
competition from the other
British driver across the
Mercedes garage. Russell is a

distant eighth in the driver's
standings but has been a con-
stant in Hamilton's rearview
mirrors of late.
They narrowly avoided a crash
in Japan before disaster struck
in Qatar, where Hamilton's
first lap, first turn collision with
Russell ended Hamilton's race.
Russell recovered to finish
fourth, while Hamilton's stroll
from his wrecked car across the
track was a safety violation that
drew a stern reprimand and
fine from the FIA. 
"Move forward," Hamilton said
this week. "The great thing
about our sport is that there is
always another day to get back
on the horse and so that's just
been pushing, moving forward
... There's nothing I can do
about the past, there's definite-
ly things I can learn from,
which I have."

The smash-up with Russell
was eerily reminiscent of
Hamilton's clash with team-
mate Nico Rosberg in 2016 in
a season-long duel for the
championship. Rosberg even-
tually won it to claim his only
F1 championship.
And, it was frustrating for
Mercedes Team Principal Toto
Wolff. The crash cost Hamilton

valuable points in his chase to
pass Red Bull's Sergio Perez for
second in the driver's champi-
onship, and Mercedes' bid to
hold off Ferrari for second in
the team standings. 
"The last round in Qatar was a
case of what might have been.
As a team, you never want to
see your cars collide. It was
frustrating to leave a lot of

points on the table," Wolff
said. 
In the moments after the crash,
Hamilton blamed Russell, only
to quickly offer an apology after
watching a replay of the inci-
dent in which Hamilton took
"100% responsibility." 
Hamilton has insisted "The
relationship is not broken."
"I don't have any problems
with George. We have a great
relationship and we always talk
about things," Hamilton said.
Hamilton has a legacy of suc-
cess at the Circuit of the
Americas, where he won five
times between 2012 and 2019,
but hasn't won since. Hamilton
finished second to Verstappen
each of the last two years. He
will start Sunday's race from
third, while Verstappen lost the
pole position for exceeding
track limits and will start sixth.

"Maybe, with Red Bull not in
the top three, maybe that
makes it a closer battle because
they often disappear off into
this distance," Hamilton said. 
Wolff is back at the track and
keeping an eye on his drivers.
He missed the races in Japan
due to knee surgery to fix a lin-
gering problem from an old
bicycle accident. 
Wolff was plugged in with the
team by remote setup for the
races he missed and could
communicate with the garage,
but he said he left the race man-
agement and handling the dri-
vers' emotions, to staff on the
ground. 
"You listen, you don't look into
the faces and see what's going
on emotionally and what's
going on around you," Wolff
said. "Sometimes, you need
these moments to recalibrate.
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Former Women's British Open champion
Ashleigh Buhai shot a 3-under 69 Saturday

to move into a share of the third-round lead
at the LPGA South Korea tournament.
Buhai and Minjee Lee, who shot 71, had 12-
under totals of 204 on the Seowon Valley
Country Club course outside Seoul.
Defending champion Lydia Ko, a South
Korean-born New Zealander, shot 69 and was
a stroke behind and tied for third with
American Alison Lee, who shot 67.
Celine Boutier, who won the Scottish Open and
the LPGA major Evian Championship back to
back in August, had the lead briefly on the back
nine but bogeys on 17 and 18 left her with a
68 and she was tied for fifth with American
Lauren Coughlin (67), two strokes behind the
leaders.
No. 1-ranked Lilia Vu shot a 74 Saturday and
was well back at 3-over.
The South Korea tournament is the second of
four in the LPGA Tour's Asian swing. Angel
Yin, who shot 71 Saturday and is four strokes
off the lead, won the LPGA Shanghai event last
week.
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Indian shooters, especially
pistol exponents, will have

their task cut out when they
compete in the Asian
Championships in Changwon,
Korea from Sunday with an
aim to secure 2024 Paris
Olympics quota places and
also carry forward their ster-
ling performance at the recent-
ly-concluded Hangzhou Asian
Games.
Indian shooters have so far
won seven Paris quota slots for
the country but none in the
pistol category and the focus
will firmly be on the likes of
Manu Bhaker, Esha Singh,
Rhythm Sangwan, Palak,
Anish Bhanwala, Vijayveer
Sidhu and Shiva Narwal,
among others to end the
drought.
With 24 Olympic quota places
up for grabs across 12 events,
India has the opportunity to
cross the 15 slots it booked for
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, but
it's easier said than done, as
powerhouses China, Japan
and South Korea, among oth-
ers will also be in the fray to
grab the slots for Paris.
However, with India returning
with a best-ever haul of 22
medals, including seven gold,
from the Asian Games, the
contingent would be geared up
for the competition, though
the Changwon event could
turn out to be a far more com-
petitive tournament than even
the quadrennial showpiece,
given that Olympic berths are
at stake.
While the pistol shooters will
definitely be under the spot-
light in both the men's and
women's section -- and with it
their army of national coach-
es, including Samaresh Jung

and Ronajk Pandit -- the
championships will also give
another opportunity to the
likes of 10m air rifle marks-
man Divyansh Singh Panwar,
trap marksman Prithviraj
Tondaiman, Kynan Chenai
and Zorawar Singh Sandhu to
secure Paris berths.
For long the National Rifle
Association of India's (NRAI)
policy to drop shooters who
have already qualified for the
Olympics, or make them com-
pete for Ranking Points Only
(RPO) in Olympic qualifica-
tion tournaments, has result-
ed in many of them cooling
their heels post securing the
Games berths in the big cham-
pionships that matter.
The likes of 10m air rifle
world champion shooter
Rudrankksh Patil, trap shoot-
er Bhowneesh Mendiratta,
world record holder in 50m
rifle 3-positions Sift Kaur
Samra and women's trap
shooter Rajeshwari Kumari,
among others will be shooting
in the RPO category, which
rules them out from compet-
ing in the Finals of their
respective events even if they
become eligible to compete in
the title round based on their
scores.
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The upcoming National
Games will see a new sport

in beach soccer, the All India
Football Federation (AIFF)
said on Saturday.
Notably, the AIFF hosted the
inaugural Men's National
Beach Soccer Championships
in Surat's Dumas Beach earli-
er this year, which has proved
to be a game-changer.
The top seven sides from the
National Championships, along
with hosts Goa, will be compet-
ing for the title at the games.
The eight teams have been
clubbed into two groups with
Group A comprising Kerala,
Delhi, Jharkhand and
Lakshadweep and Group B
consisting of Punjab,
Uttarakhand, Odisha and Goa.
Meanwhile, Bruno Coutinho,
who is currently the head coach
of Goa's beach soccer team,

expressed his surprise at the
sport's inclusion in the games.
"I was really surprised to see
that beach soccer has been
included in the National Games
for the first time," he told the
AIFF. "Previously, it was just
normal football, but now they
have not only included beach
soccer, but beach handball as
well, so it will be interesting." 
AIFF Grassroots Committee
chairperson Mulrajsinh
Chudasama, who is also the
tournament director for the
games, has said that the sport
will be a huge success.
"I am confident that this is
going to be a huge success.
There are some challenges
ahead.
"This is the high tide time in
Goa, but the organisers have
done well by putting up sand-
bags on the beach so that the
FoP (field of play) doesn't get
affected.
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Tokyo Paralympics gold
medallists Avani Lekhara

and Sumit Antil will be lead-
ing India's biggest-ever con-
tingent as the country aims
for a record medal haul in the
Para Asian Games, which
commence here on Sunday, a
fortnight after the able-bod-
ied athletes achieved historic
success at the same venue.
Star shooter Avani, who won
a gold and a bronze medal in
Tokyo Paralympics, and
javelin thrower Antil, who
also clinched a yellow metal
in the Japanese capital in
2021, will be among a host of
Indian medal contenders in
the continental showpiece,
which will continue till
October 28.
Another para shooter Manish
Narwal as well as shuttlers
Pramod Bhagat and Krishna
Nagar, who all won gold in
the Tokyo Paralympics, will
be among the 313 Indian ath-
letes at the Hangzhou Para
Asian Games, the most in any
edition.
India is participating in 17
out of the 22 sports in the
Hangzhou Para Asian
Games. The country is field-
ing athletes for the first time
in rowing, canoeing, lawn
bowl, taekwondo and blind
football.
Nearly 4,000 athletes from 43

countries will be competing
across 22 sports in 566 gold-
medal events in the Para
Games.
The Para Asian Games were
originally scheduled to take
place from October 9-15,
2022 but were postponed by
a year due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
China, who have topped the
medals table by an over-
whelming margin in every
edition so far, are fielding 439
athletes. The host country
won a whopping 319 medals
(172 gold, 88 silver, 59
bronze) in the 2018 edition.
The first Para Asian Games
was held in 2010 in
Guangzhou, China, where
India had finished 15th with
14 medals, including one
gold.
In the 2014 and 2018 edi-
tions, India had finished 15th
and ninth respectively, and
this time, the country would
be looking to move up the
medals table, taking inspira-
tions from the unprecedent-
ed success achieved by their
able-bodied counterparts.
With 51 of the 54 athletes
who took part in the Tokyo
Paralympics competing in
Hangzhou, India is hoping
for its best-ever medal haul
here. India won 72 medals
(15 gold, 24 silver, 33 bronze)
in 2018 Para Asian Games,
the best so far.
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Hardik Pandya's absence
does upset the balance of

the Indian playing eleven but
head coach Rahul Dravid
dropped good enough hints
about Mohammed Shami and
Suryakumar Yadav being in
contention without confirming
the preferred combination for
the World Cup game against
New Zealand on Sunday.
Pandya has injured his left ankle
while bowling during the previ-
ous match against Bangladesh in
Pune and is currently under
supervision of BCCI medical
team at National Cricket
Academy.
"Obviously, he (Hardik) is an
important player for us, so we
will have to work around that
and see what is the best combi-
nation that we can come up
with. We will have to see what
works best for these conditions
and these wickets. But probably
might not have the kind of bal-
ance that we probably used in
the first four games," Dravid was
very practical in his thought-
process.
Why Shami has a good chance
of playing?
That Shami could come into the
picture was clear when he
termed Shardul being looked as

the fourth seamer in the set-up
where Pandya was ahead in the
pecking order.
Dravid didn't disclose the play-
ing XI and Hardik's possible
replacement but hinted that
besides Shami, Ravichandran
Ashwin is also an option. 
"Obviously, the three seamers,
having someone like Shami sit-
ting out there and bringing him
in this game is a great option. In
some cases, there is Ashwin who
has obviously been sitting out,
who has great quality as well. So,
there are two or three combina-
tions we could use considering
this till Hardik gets back," he
added.  Dravid is someone who
is not even known to reveal sim-
plest of open and shut team
combinations, even when he
used to be a captain. Typically,
he said that all options are being
explored but one could read
between the lines.
"We certainly can go with, obvi-
ously, the three fast bowlers or
the three spinners. With that
kind of combination, we still
could play Ash (Ashwin) and
move Jadeja up," he said. 
"Many different, different per-
mutations and combinations. I
wouldn't want to give too much
away. I mean, we are pretty clear
on what our playing 11 is tomor-
row. 
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Sadeera Samarawickrama
displayed unwavering com-

posure in his unbeaten half-
century as he guided Sri Lanka
to a clinical five-wicket win
over the Netherlands and
secure their first victory in this
World Cup, here on Saturday.
South African-born Sybrand
Engelbrecht (70) and Logan
van Beek (59) led a remarkable
recovery with maiden half-
centuries to help the
Netherlands post a fighting
262 after they opted to bat.
In reply, Dutch off-spinner
Aryan Dutt (3/44) snared
Kusal Perera (5) and skipper
Kusal Mendis (8) inside the
powerplay, but Sri Lanka never
lost sight of the target on a dry
and spinning Ekana pitch with
Samarawickrama anchoring
their chase without taking any
risks.
Lending solidity to the middle-
order, Samarawickrama, who
slammed a maiden ODI hun-
dred against Pakistan earlier,
got to a well-deserved half-
century -- his sixth in ODIs -
- in 53 balls en route to his
unbeaten knock of 91 to seal
Sri Lanka's chase with 10 balls
to spare.
This was bottom-placed Sri
Lanka's first win after endur-
ing three losses on the trot in
the 10-team showpiece event.
Pathum Nissanka (54; 52b)
came up with a third straight
half-century to set it up before
Samarawickrama and Charith
Asalanka took the chase away
from the Netherlands in a 77-
run fourth-wicket stand.
For the Dutch bowlers, the
execution was missing unlike
their upset win over South
Africa at Dharamsala three
days back.
They either strayed on the leg,
or bowled wide on the off-
stump even as the Lankan bat-
ters were happy to take singles
and twos to keep the required
run-rate near the five-run
mark.
The left-handed Asalanka hit
two boundaries and the only
six of the innings when he
broke the shackles and stepped

out to punish Dutt.
Just when the Lankan duo of
Samarawickrama and
Asalanka was in cruise mode,
Dutt broke the partnership
cleaning up the left-hander in
his last over that also pumped
up the Dutch camp.
But without any scoreboard
pressure -- 82 required off 104
balls -- the seasoned
Dhananjaya de Silva played
sensibly, rotating the strike to
give the well-set
Samarawickrama more oppor-
tunities. The duo, however,
failed to complete the chase as
De Silva got out in the 47th
over after being bowled by
Colin Ackermann.
But there were no further
mishaps and it was Dushan
Hemantha who hit the win-
ning runs, hitting Acerkmann
for a boundary in the penul-
timate over.
Earlier, the 35-year-old
Engelbrecht, who had retired
from all forms of cricket after
playing for Cape Cobras in
South Africa in 2016 only to
be back playing for the
Netherlands, was at his best
during a gritty 82-ball 70.
Engelbrecht, who came in at
No 7, hit one six and four fours
in his knock and shared a 130-
run partnership with No 8 bat-
ter Logan van Beek. Van Beek
also secured a maiden fifty as
the pair turned the tide for the
Dutch after they were reeling
at 91 for six in the 22nd over.
Comeback man Kasun Rajitha
(4/50) and their in-form left-
arm pacer Dilshan
Madushanka (4/49) were the
pick of the Lankan bowlers but
they lacked support at the
other end as the Dutchmen
made rapid progress following
their seventh-wicket partner-
ship.
Fifteen years after a young
Engelbrecht in Proteas colours
took a flying catch to dismiss
Virat Kohli in India's U-19
World Cup triumph in 2008,
the Dutch all-rounder is living
a dream.
Playing top-tier cricket did not
seem realistic for Engelbrecht
as he slipped into oblivion
while pursuing his MBA.
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It can only happen with a
Pakistan team. In the same

match, its bowlers can bowl an
eye-popping 152 dot balls and
yet end up conceding a massive
367 runs in 50 overs.
It happened against Australia in
a World Cup match on Friday
when there was no 'bad' element
in Pakistan's bowling. There
was only 'good' and 'ugly' facets
-- the two extremes that has
gone on to define Pakistan
cricket since time immemorial.
There are no half measures for

Pakistan. At one end, they
pegged Australia for what was
worth half the total number of
overs and at the other end, they
were hammered for 29 fours and
19 sixes.
And, this was after their bowl-
ing department's leader Shaheen
Shah Afridi produced the best
individual bowling figures of this
edition -- 5 for 54.
It is now well documented that
Naseem Shah's absence is hurt-
ing the team badly but even
then, Haris Rauf 's lack of game
awareness and not having spin-
ners of international quality

have affected the team's perfor-
mance.
Rauf, for example, hasn't got a
hang of Indian tracks where he
is either bowling too full or too
short -- the latter in most cases
-- which has hurt the team like
no end.
Rauf has been hit for 11 sixes in
four games and that is more than
two sixes per game, which isn't
a great piece of statistic for a tear-
away quick who is supposed to
intimidate the batters.
He went for 24 in his first over
against Australia and 3/83 in 8
overs aren't numbers that he

would like to remember.
Legendary Wasim Akram, who
is an expert on Pakistani show
'Pavilion', made a telling com-
ment about Rauf.
"Rauf till he doesn't play domes-
tic cricket, he will have problems
in ODIs. In T20, you can survive
as it is only four overs and you
expect batters to attack. But you
learn ODI bowling when you
play domestic (red ball) cricket.
I want to see Rauf bowl six balls
back of length (three quarter) on
stumps," Akram said on the
show. There were problems
aplenty for the Pakistani bowlers,

with regards to planning.
With the side boundaries being
62 or 63m, the best length is
fuller and mostly on block-hole
which is expected from a fast
bowler, who has a whippy sling-
ing action.
The straight boundary at
Chinnaswamy Stadium is 72m
and yorker length deliveries
wouldn't be easy to hit straight.
But Rauf kept on pegging it on
shorter side and gave enough
width to Mitchell Marsh and
David Warner to play horizon-
tal bat shot on both sides of the
wicket.

����■ ,�,���

Heinrich Klaasen pro-
duced a hundred of the
highest quality in

extremely humid conditions to
fire South Africa to 399 for
seven, their highest total in
World Cup contest against
England, here on Saturday. 
Klaasen resurrected South
Africa with his third century of
the year and overall fourth,
hammering 109 off just 67

balls while Marco Jansen
smashed terrific 75 not out (42
balls, 3x4s, 6x6s). 
South Africa stumbled in the
middle overs after Reeza
Hendricks (85 off 75 balls,
9x4s, 3x6s) and Rassie van der
Dussen (60 off 61 balls, 8x4s)
ensured a strong platform,
leaving Klaasen with the chal-
lenge to do the heavy-lifting in
the final 15 overs, even though
he was well supported by
Jansen. 

Klaasen and Jansen together
pulled South Africa from the
danger of being restricted to an
at-par total.
While Klaasen had four sixes
and 12 fours to show for his
stupendous effort, Jansen also
used long handle to a good
effect, getting half a dozen
maximums apart from three
fours.
Klaasen regularly needed fluid
intake during his innings but
even while cramping up a bit

didn't leave the pitch unlike a
few English bowlers, who
found the heat unbearable.
And even if he would have
wanted to celebrate such a
monumental knock more than
he did - a gesture towards the
sky - Klaasen did not have
much left in his tank when he
smacked Mark Wood (7-0-76-
0) for a six and a four to com-
plete his ton in the 47th over.
Klaasen and Jansen added 151
runs for the sixth wicket off just

77 balls, which is now a record
for South Africa against
England in ODIs as well as in
World Cup history. 
With Temba Bavuma falling ill
and Quinton de Kock (4)
falling early, South Africa need-
ed a special batting effort and
their batters ensured that.
The wheels came off for
England as total of 143 runs
were scored off the final 10
overs whereas the last five pro-
duced as many as 84.

Earlier at the start, Reece Topley
got one to swing and pitch on
length, enticing Quinton de
Kock to go for a drive. 
England's appeal was turned
down but replays confirmed De
Kock getting a thick edge on
the fourth ball of the game as
South Africa lost their most
experienced player in these
conditions without much con-
tribution.  
However, England had to man-
age without Topley as the tall
left-arm quick left the field
despite trying to manage an
injury to his finger.
Van der Dussen led South
Africa's recovery from the early
blow and after taking some
time to find his feet - 13 balls
to get off the mark - Hendricks
played some spectacular shots
too. 
The powerplay yielded 59 runs
for South Africa who wel-
comed England's express pace
bowler Wood with a flurry of
fours in his first over. 
Joe Root's (0/48) bowling
workload increased given
Topley joined the field only
before the 30th over.
The South Africans were happy
with the developments given
Root not posing any real threat
and when the off-spinner came
around the wicket, Hendricks
smacked him for two out-
standing sixes over cover to
keep marching on.
But Adil Rashid (2/61) struck
twice in the middle overs to keep
England in the hunt. A slow,
tossed up delivery had van der
Dussen mis-hitting in the air
and caught by Jonny Bairstow
and not much later, he had
Hendricks chopping on to be
dismissed a few short of his sec-
ond ODI century in five years.

��"����C��E������
����D�� ��"�����
,��������"�

����■ �
�4�����

Opener David Warner, who
set up a crucial World

Cup win for Australia with a
whirlwind century, credited
the IPL for working as a learn-
ing platform where he perfect-
ed the art of pacing an ODI
innings.
Warner's 163 off 124 and his
259-run association with fellow
centurion Mitchell Marsh
helped Australia score a 62-run
win over Pakistan, and the
result has lifted them to fourth
on the table.
"I've established early on in my
career that 50 overs is a long
time. I look to try and get to 35

overs and then from there, try
and put my foot down if I'm
still in.
"I think that's where in T20
cricket, I've learned a little bit
as well to change my gears,
especially in IPL. I learned a lot
when I was playing for
Sunrisers that you're able to
have a lot more time than you
think," Warner said during the

post-match media conference
on Friday. A glance at Warner's
knock at the Chinnaswamy
Stadium will give one a better
idea.  The left-hander brought
his initial 50 in 41 balls, the
next fifty came in 44 balls and
the final 63 runs cascaded in a
mere 39 balls.
"Having played Test cricket,
you can change your gears
quite easily. So, in the first 10,
two new balls, you got to
respect that. But then if you get
away, you can be 50 off the first
10.
"Then from there, you set the
platform for yourself and that's
the energy you feed off. If you
give yourself time at the back

end, you can actually score big,"
Warner explained.
The 36-year-old has taken a
special liking against the Asian
side, scoring four successive
ODI hundreds, besides making
a triple hundred at Adelaide in
2019.
No magic potion against
Pakistan
Warner said he did not have
any magic potion against
Pakistan.
"I think sometimes you just
match up well against certain
teams. Sometimes you're going
to put away the good balls. But
I think you just keep backing
yourself. I don't really look at
any stats.
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Flying into the quaint hilly
terrain without their balanc-

ing figure Hardik Pandya, a
frighteningly dominant India's
World Cup campaign will start
all over again with Sunday's
blockbuster clash against an
ambitious New Zealand.
A freak ankle injury had ruled
Pandya out of the big game
against the Kiwis who are eye-
ing their maiden triumph, even
as the hosts desperately look to
break their long trophy jinx in
ICC tournaments.
With the flamboyant all-
rounder not in picture, India

have been forced to disturb a
combination that has brought
them four convincing wins on
the trot, leaving the opponents
worried and exploring ways to
stop the rampaging hosts.
Against the New Zealanders,
the Indians will take to the field
after having done a bit of rejig-
ging of their combination and
re-evaluation of strategies.
Pandya's injury has disturbed
the balance of the side as India
doesn't have a like-for-like
replacement for him. These
thoughts must have crossed the
minds of the men who matter
the moment Pandya sustained
the injury to his left ankle while

trying to stop the ball on his
follow-through during their
match against Bangladesh in
Pune.
The star all-rounder has been
advised rest and hasn't travel to
Dharamsala. Currently under
the assessment of the BCCI
medical team, Pandya is
expected to join the squad in
Lucknow before the match
against England next week.
In the current scenario, seam-
er Mohammed Shami, who
hasn't played a match so far in
the World Cup, is a certainty in
the playing XI as the pitch here
is expected to favour the fast
bowlers to some extent.

And to bolster the batting,
Suryakumar Yadav instantly
comes into the mix. But it
remains to be seen who is the
other player India would
replace in their bid to get the
balance right.
Given the situation, the
mediocre Shardul Thakur
should get the boot as Shami
would be better suited merely
because of his pace and swing
in these conditions.
Ravichandran Ashwin, too,
provides an option for India
with both bat and ball but it
remains to be seen whether his
off-spin would be effective
here.

The Indian batting has been
doing extremely well with the
likes of Rohit, Virat Kohli, KL
Rahul, and Shubman Gill all
scoring runs.
Young Gill would look to make
his presence felt one more
time after his half-century
against Bangladesh.
In bowling, the Indians have
fared well with Jasprit Bumrah
leading the attack from the
front with the new ball and
Kuldeep Yadav decimating
sides with his guile in the mid-
dle overs.
Mohammed Siraj, too, have
lived up to the expectations,
and if included, Shami would

provide the extra sting to the
pace unit.
Going purely by records, New
Zealand hold an edge over
India in the World Cup.
It is going to be one of India's
biggest challenge so far in the
tournament as New Zealand is
a side against which the Men In
Blue have struggled in the past
editions of the marquee event.
India and New Zealand have
faced each other nine times in
the ODI World Cup. Of these
games, India have won only
three times while New Zealand
have come out victorious on
five occasions, with one match
being abandoned.
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In the heart of the bustling
Noida district of Uttar
Pradesh, nestled within the
quiet embrace of Nithari
village, a tragedy unfolded
that would forever scar the
souls of its residents. The
wails of the families

inhabiting this close-knit community
have echoed for nearly two decades,
resounding not only in the alleys of
this village but also throughout the
nation's conscience. The haunting
question that lingers in the air, "Who
killed our children?" pierces the
heart, and the State can no longer
ignore their cry for justice.

The recent acquittal of Moninder
Singh Pandher and his helper,
Surinder Koli, by a two-judge bench
of the Allahabad High Court in two
of the 2006 Nithari murder cases has
sent shockwaves through the nation.
The court's scathing assessment of
the investigation as "botched up" and
its criticism of the violation of basic
norms in evidence collection has
shattered the hope that the victims'
families had clung to for so long.
Pandher, who has already been
cleared in four other cases, is now set
to be a free man.

The court's verdict has shaken
the very foundation of justice, as it
points out the "casual and
perfunctory manner" in which
crucial aspects of arrest, recovery,
and confession were handled. But
beyond the legal intricacies, the heart
of this story lies in the innocent lives
that were lost, the agony of the
families left behind, and the
persistent cry for answers.

Between 2005 and 2006, Nithari
was transformed from a haven of
innocence to a realm of dread and
despair. It all began on a fateful June
20, 2005, when an 8-year-old girl, full
of youthful energy and dreams,
ventured near a water tank to play.
Her laughter filled the air that day,
but it was a laughter never heard
again as she mysteriously
disappeared, plunging her family into
an agonising nightmare.

Days turned into weeks, and
weeks into months, as more children
inexplicably vanished near that
ominous water tank, seemingly
vanishing into thin air. The parents'
desperate cries for their children's
return went unanswered, and the
village's collective fear deepened.
Nithari, once a place of laughter and
innocence, had now become a
shadowed realm haunted by
whispered tales of ghostly
apparitions near the tank.

The local police, grappling with
the inexplicable nature of these
disappearances, embarked on
extensive investigations. Their
pursuit of answers led them across
multiple states and cities, from the
bustling streets of Mumbai to the
serene landscapes of Bihar and the
heart of the nation, Delhi. Despite
their relentless efforts, no substantial
leads emerged, and the veil of
darkness shrouding Nithari
remained.

But a glimmer of hope finally
pierced through the gloom,
emanating from the call details of a
missing 21-year-old woman named
Payal. She had journeyed to Nithari
from the distant town of Udham
Singh Nagar in Uttarakhand in
search of employment. These call
details unveiled a connection that
sent shivers down spines, a
connection to Moninder Singh
Pandher, a resident of the enigmatic
D5 Kothi in Nithari village.

At first, Pandher attempted to
conceal his involvement by claiming
that Payal had been seeking
employment from him. But the truth,
like a relentless spectre, could not be
evaded any longer. The police
discovered Payal's mobile phone in
Pandher's possession, and, under the
weight of irrefutable evidence, she
finally admitted to the horrors that
had transpired. She confessed to her
own murder and the nightmarish
disposal of her lifeless body into a
nearby drain.

This shocking revelation set in
motion a chilling sequence of
discoveries that would forever scar
the village of Nithari. In December
2006, the Noida Police made a gut-
wrenching revelation as they found
the remains of approximately 19 girls
and children in the same accursed
drain. It was a macabre tableau of
death, a haunting testament to the
fact that these unthinkable horrors
had been perpetrated by the sinister
hands of Surendra Koli, a servant in
the employ of Moninder Singh
Pandher.

The grief-stricken parents, who
had once been filled with dreams and
hopes for their children, have spent
years on an unrelenting quest for

justice. Their pain is collective, and
their stories are a symphony of
sorrow. Many of them, in the face of
this unspeakable tragedy, abandoned
the place they once called home.
They returned to their native villages,
leaving behind a ghost town where
laughter had once danced in the air.

Now, the wound reopens, and the
pain intensifies as the unexpected
verdict of acquittal reverberates
through the village. Sunita, a mother
who lost her beloved daughter, Jyoti,
in the Nithari incident, raises her
voice in anguished plea, "With folded
hands, I request Modi ji and Yogi ji
that those brutes should only be
hanged. They should not be
acquitted." Sunita's heartache is a
reflection of the collective anguish
shared by 19 parents who lost their
sons and daughters in that dark
chapter of Nithari.

Most of these families had been
lured by the prospect of employment,
and their dreams had been built
upon fragile foundations on the
periphery of Nithari village. The
calamity shattered their hopes,
scattering them like leaves in the
wind. Today, only a handful of
families remain.

In the wake of the convicts’

shocking acquittal, the village is a
cauldron of seething emotions. Ram
Kishan, a labourer in Noida,
expresses his agony through actions.
He arrives at the dreaded D5 Kothi,
gathers bricks from the road, and
hurls them at the house. He, too, is a
victim of the Nithari incident, a man
who lost his precious 3-year-old son.

His boy had vanished while
playing near the water tank, his
innocent laughter silenced forever.
Days later, the discovery of his son's
skeleton in the drain, marked by the
presence of his tiny slippers and
scattered clothing, delivered the
crushing blow of reality.

As one of the legal
representatives of the victims
questions, "I am not able to
understand that if these criminals
will not be hanged, then who will?"
The pursuit of justice, a journey
spanning nearly two decades, now
seems uncertain.

Pappu, another victim of the
Nithari incident, echoes the
sentiments of a community in
mourning. "I have lost my daughter
in this incident. I am upset after the
High Court's decision. I will continue
the fight for justice," he declares, his
voice choked with sorrow.

The CBI took over the
investigation from UP Police in
January 2007 and filed charges
against Koli in 16 cases and against
Pandher in one case under the
immoral trafficking Act.

As Nithari village grapples with
the painful acquittal of the accused,
the community remains steadfast in
their quest for justice. It is a battle
that transcends time, a plea that
refuses to be silenced. These families,
bound by grief and united by a
common tragedy, demand that justice
be served. In a world that moves on,
their pain remains undiminished, an
unwavering testament to their love
for the children they lost in the
Nithari tragedy.

The Nithari case, with all its
complexities and legal intricacies, is
not just another legal battle. It is a
tragic saga that has scarred a
community, a heart-wrenching tale
of innocence lost and families torn
apart. The pain of Nithari remains,
echoing through the years, and the
fight for justice continues,
unrelenting and undying, because the
cry of "Who killed our children?"
cannot, and will not, be ignored.

(Writer is Political Editor, 
The Pioneer, Lucknow)

ECHOES
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Alone district hospi-
tal in Haryana’s
Faridabad, which
is just a few kilo-
meters away from

the national capital does not
have inpatient Department
(IPD) services for those suffer-
ing with mental health illeness.
Reason is lack of space. As s
result, the patients with seri-
ously mental i l lness are
referred to the Institute of
Human Behaviour and Allied
Sciences (IBHAS), Delhi,
according to a study published
in the latest issue of Journal of
Indian Psychiatry.
On the day, the authors of the
study--a team of doctors from
the AIIMS-Delhi and
Safdarjung Hospitals- visited
the district hospital they found
that in a case of an emergency,
the patient was treated in a
general ward bed and referred
to IHBAS after the initial sta-
bilization of the patient.
“Same is the situation in 16 pri-
vate clinics/hospitals providing
mental health services,” they
found after visiting all the
health facilities providing men-
tal health services and inter-
viewing the mental health ser-
vice providers.
The well-known psychiatrists
were conducting the said study
on mental health care facilities
and human resources in the
sector in the district
Giving details of their experi-
ence in the first of its kind
study, ‘Mapping of mental
health care facilities and psy-
chiatrists in a North Indian
district of India’ the doctors
found glaring gaps in the men-
tal health services. 
They had mapped mental
health care facilities using
“Google my maps” application.

The team included Dr Aninda
Debnath from Vardhman
Mahavir Medical College and
Safdarjung Hospital,  Dr
Harshal Ramesh Salve, Dr
Rajesh Sagar and Dr Shashi
Kant from AIIMS-Delhi, the
country’s premier health
research institution.
They recorded that overall
3,671 patients had visited the
private facilities in a month,
which means over 100 patients
on an average every day, thus
indicating urgent health care
need requiring at the doorsteps
of the patients.
The highlight of the survey was
acute shortage of mental heath
doctors in the private as well
as government healthcare facil-
ities.
As per survey, there were a
total of 16 psychiatrists in the

district, giving a density of 0.88
per lakh population. “Only
two of them were providing
services in public health facil-
ities, and the remaining were
providing services in private
facilities. “
Most psychiatrists were con-
centrated in the urban area. In
the rural area, there were only
two psychiatrists. The ratio of
psychiatrists per lakh popula-
tion was 1.1 psychiatrists in
urban area compared to 0.54 in
rural Faridabad. The number
of mental health care facilities
was 24.
This included PHCs and a
CHC where doctors were
trained under District Mental
Health Programme (DMHP)
were available, as well as mul-
tiple clinics that were served by
the few psychiatrists in private
practice, said the study.

Five of these facilities were in
rural while remaining 19  in
urban region of the district.
“Geographical clustering of
mental health facilities was
observed more in urban areas
(8.7 per 100 Km) compared to
rural areas (0.95 per 100 Km)
of district Faridabad.”
It showed that there was a

scarcity of psychiatric man-
power and facilities in the dis-
trict with a distinct urban
skew.
As per various reports, since
1990, the proportional contri-
bution of mental disorders to
India’s total disease burden
has nearly doubled, but the
number of psychiatrists has
not increased proportionately.
So Faridabad was also not
exception.
Also, another challenge in the
sector was that even as  the
number of psychiatrists has
increased, the distribution is
not uniform across the coun-
try, which explains the large
variation of the number of psy-
chiatrists in different geo-
graphical areas.  The dispari-
ty in the distribution of doc-
tors, including psychiatrists,
between rural and urban areas
is not an isolated phenomenon.
Similar trends can be observed
among other medical profes-
sionals as well.
No private mental health care
facilities were present in rural
Faridabad. This was also main-
ly or was the reason for poor
health seeking behavior in
rural areas than in urban areas.
The financial constraints faced

by individuals residing in rural
areas often restrict their abil-
ity to access and afford private
health care services.
“Consequently, the establish-
ment and sustainability of pri-
vate medical facilities may be
hindered in these areas. Other
major barriers in seeking help
in rural areas are low literacy,
sociocultural barriers, tradi-
tional and religious beliefs,
stigma, and discrimination
associated with mental ill-
ness,” said the study.
Also, the utilization of govern-
ment facilities in PHCs was
observed to be poor com-
pared to other facilities. It
could be attributed to various
factors, one of which was the
limited number of doctors
trained in treating common
mental disorders.
For example, at the time of
study, only four doctors at
three PHCs and a CHC had
received training. Another
contributing factor may have
been the poor knowledge
among the population regard-
ing the availability of mental
health services at the PHCs
and overall.
In the cases of DH and SDH as
well, a higher proportion of

individuals sought care from
private practitioners.  One of
the reasons for this preference
may have been the personal
negative experiences of unsat-
isfactory care, which included
issues such as the absence or
interruption in the continuous
availability of medicines and a
lack of continuity of care.
Such experiences had an
adverse impact on the reputa-
tion of the health care facility
within the community, making
others cautious about seeking
care from that particular facil-
ity.
Another area of concern that
was highlighted in the study
was that about the government
hospitals there was no guaran-
tee that patients could seek
consultations from the same
doctor of their choice, with
whom they had developed
trust. 
“This lack of continuity in care
may have also contributed to
the increased preference for
private health care sectors”
felt the doctors.
The epidemiological situation
and available health service
systems show that providing
mental health services in rural
areas is a challenging task.

Suggestions for Improving
the Mental  Healthcare
System as highlighted in the
study
Addressing the scarcity of
mental health professionals
requires a multi-faceted
approach, say the authors.
Task shifting, also referred to
as task sharing, is a valuable
strategy in addressing the
scarcity of mental health pro-
fessionals.
It involves assigning certain
responsibilities to individuals
who may have less training or
specialized training. By adopt-
ing task shifting, we can effec-
tively tackle the limited avail-
ability of human resources for
mental health.
“This approach proves crucial
in ensuring that adequate care
and support are provided to
individuals in need, even in
resource-constrained set-
tings.[
“Training of medical officers
to manage CMDs can be a
useful task shifting strategy,”
said the study.
To strengthen the human
resources for mental health, it
is crucial to continuously
develop a skilled workforce.
Training programs should not
only focus on initial education
but also include ongoing in-
service training, such as con-
tinuing education.
Clinical psychiatry rotations
with proportionate time allo-
cations and exclusive exami-
nations (theory and clinical)
to assess the achievement of
learning objectives can be
implemented in the medical
education curriculum.
Adding post-graduation seats
is another solution. The recent
initiative of National Institute
of Mental Health and Neuro
Science to reserve MD seats
for states with grossly inade-
quate psychiatry human
resources (North-eastern
states, Uttarakhand, and
Chhattisgarh) is a commend-
able step.
Training of medical officers
under DMHP, rigorous train-
ing of medical students, and
increasing PG seats are some
of the ways out to address this
problem. This wil l  a lso
address the inequity in men-
tal health services in urban
and rural areas.
Estimates suggest that close to
60 to 70 million people ie 15%
of the population in India suf-
fer from common and severe
mental disorders. This figure
encompasses many disorders,
including  depression, bipolar
disorder, schizophrenia, sub-
stance use disorders etc. 

As we celebrated the
World Mental Health
Day on 10th October

2023, a news report of a cardi-
ology professor at GB Pant
Hospital, New Delhi commit-
ting suicide startled the health
professionals to take a look at
their own health. Though
becoming a doctor is a great
privilege adorned with humil-
ity and bestowed the noble
responsibility of looking after
the suffering of others. From
medical college to residency
and from trainees to special-
ists/super-specialists, doctors
have had a certain job securi-
ty and most of them eventual-
ly earn decently well. They
know better how to stay fit and
healthy; they are expected to
live longer. Yet, the life
expectancy of doctors is 59
years as compared to 67.9
years of an average person in
India.
Medical profession is a stress-
ful profession because it
requires a doctor to take crit-
ical decisions in a matter of
seconds during an emergency
in the wake of a suddenly esca-

lated responsibility as a clini-
cian. An error of judgement
can prove fatal and the profes-
sional has to always stay on
his/her toes to avert such
events. No doubt, doctors
receive an extensive training to
deal with the situations, the
persistent work pressure and
stress affects their physical
and mental health. Long work-
ing hours and stress related to
patient care often leaves them
with no time to address their
own personal problems which,
if unresolved, interfere with
their professional perfor-
mance.  They are at an
enhanced risk of enduring
mental health challenges and
the consequent possibility of
suffering various health prob-
lems.
The medical profession tops
the list of occupations with the
highest suicide rate among
doctors. The reason untimely
loss of human lives in doctors
is the greater knowledge per-
tinent to effective and lethal
suicidal means. According to
a prevalence study 27.7% res-
ident doctors suffer from

depression, and 36.6% from
anxiety. Many doctors hesitate
to get treatment from fellow
physicians, more so for men-
tal health issues.  If the doctors
suffering from depression
receive immediate treatment
and confidential hospitaliza-
tion, the death ratio can be
decreased substantially.
Healers, after all, too need
healing.
Other reasons for early deaths
include cardiac problems and
cancer. Heart diseases and
cancers among doctors are
swiftly rising, as per the Indian
Medical Association. In its

10-year-long study on 10,000
doctors, it found 282 doctors
dying during the period, of
which 25% died due to cancer,
2% by infection, and 1% by
suicide. Desk-bound jobs,
inactive lifestyle, lack of exer-
cise, and obesity are the prima-
ry risk factors for heart dis-
eases in addition to stress
found to be the major contrib-

utor of early deaths. Working
with private and public health-
care service providers, doctors
have to keep up with the con-
sistent pressure of building
patient-base, providing quali-
ty care to everyone, being
almost infallible, compromis-
ing their work ethics and liv-
ing with a lack of work-life bal-
ance.

Although the risk of heart
diseases increases with age,
doctors often avoid having a
regular medical check-up and
tend to rely on self-diagnosis
and treatment. In the study
group, those who died never
had a periodic health checkup
during their life-time. Cancer
is another important cause of
premature death among doc-

tors. Working in a setting with
exposure to diverse carcino-
gens (ionizing radiations) can
fuel the possible occurrence of
thyroid and ovary cancers.
The work-related musculo-
skeletal disorders due to
spending long hours using the
operating microscope cause
health concerns like strain,
backache, neck pain, carpel-
tunnel syndrome, etc. and
compromises the quality of life.
Confidentiality issues and
reservations pertinent to a
particular therapy or treat-
ment effectiveness, often pre-
vent doctors from seeking pro-
fessional help.
A healthy work-life balance
needs to be promoted, espe-
cially for residents-in-training
and women doctors.  Having
greater knowledge and a bet-
ter understanding of mental
and physical health issues,
doctors must not undermine
their own well-being for the
sake of their profession or
other causes.
The nobility of the profession
can only be restored if healthcare
is not reduced to a commercial

commodity and doctors’ com-
passion and empathy is pre-
served by providing them their
due space in the profession.
A healthy lifestyle including
sound sleep, regular exercises,
and physical activity to prevent
conditions like obesity, should
be adopted by the doctors in
order to serve their patients
better. Regular medical check-
ups and timely treatments are
necessary. Avoiding treatment
for mental health issues only
worsens the problem. Looking
after one's self is a duty every
doctor owes to himself/herself.
For a doctor who endures the
responsibility of caring for
other people, it is necessary to
heal himself or herself before
being able to do it for others.
The practice of helping others
requires great strength, knowl-
edge, and experience. But the
wisdom lies in implementing
the knowledge and experi-
ence to your own self, too.

(The writer is a retired
professor of psychiatry from
the University of Delhi and
Jamia Hamdard. Views are

personal)
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Head of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology at AIIMS

Delhi Dr Neerja Bhatla has
received the prestigious 2023
award of WHO IARC
(International Agency for
Research in Cancer) for
Women in Cancer Research.
She received the award from
Director IARC Dr Elisabete
Weiderpass. Dr Bhatla is the
first woman doctor from

India to grace as Chairperson
FIGO Gynaecology
Oncology Committee.
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According to a study, peo-
ple who recorded more

walking activity prior to
surgery, regardless of com-
plexity of the operation or
their health status, showed 51
per cent reduced odds for
postoperative complications
than less active patients.
The odds of experiencing a
complication within 30 days
after surgery were less if
patients took more than

7,500 steps per day prior to
surgery than if they record-
ed fewer than 7,500 steps.
Postoperative complications
typically occur in about 30
per cent of patients, and
about half of all complica-
tions occur after the patient
leaves the hospital, said the
study presented at the
American College of
Surgeons (ACS) Clinical
Congress 2023.
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To raise awareness, pro-
mote dialogue, and

advocate for improved and
unbiased mental health sup-
port for the youth, UNDP
India and Delhi-based Lady
Shri Ram College for
Women organized a dis-
cussion on the well-being
among young people
recently.
The panel discussion, titled
“Mind Matters: A Mental
Health Conversation” fea-
tured UNDP India’s Youth
Champion and Actor,
Sanjana Sanghi, UNDP
Resident Representative in
India, Shoko Noda among
others from the field of
mental health.
Speaking at her alma mater,
Sanjana said, “When we
encounter pressures of life,
be it your college or your
working life, it is important
to realise that workaholism
is not the answer.

“Being inspired and driven
is key, but knowing where to
draw the line is equally
important.  We take pride in
putting ourselves through
the rigours of life at the cost
of our mental health. I think
it is important to under-
stand that balance is key.”
Over 300 students from the
Lady Sri Ram College joined
the discussion and engaged
actively with the panellists
on issues of identity, stigma,
mental health resources and
psycho-social support.
Noda reminded young peo-
ple that mental health is a
basic human right for all
people. “People – especial-
ly the youth - should not be
scared to speak openly
about mental health. It is
your right to be protected
from mental health risks,
your right to good quality
care, and to inclusion in the
community,” said Noda.
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India stands at a historic juncture on LGBTQ+ rights. The Supreme Court has confronted the Special Marriage Act, 1954, weighing discrimination based on ‘sex’ 
versus ‘sexual orientation’. Global comparisons prompt reflection on the path to inclusivity, challenging preconceptions and redefining human rights, writes Sonal Gupta

The Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), one of the most sig-

nificant and widely discussed
global projects of Chinese
President Xi Jinping, marks its
tenth anniversary this month.
Initially known as One Belt
One Road (OBOR) at its incep-
tion, it is also referred to as the
New Silk Road. It is hailed as
one of the most ambitious
infrastructure projects ever
conceived by any nation in the
world to date. 

China’s colossal plan may
potentially reshape the global
governance order in the days to
come. Despite the prevailing
power consolidation in the
West, China’s financial
resources, strategic capabili-
ties, and diplomatic ventures
will have a far-reaching impact
worldwide. Its global outreach
and advocacy for building an
open and inclusive world, in
opposition to the dominance of
the US and the West, have
already become evident in all
global forums and institutions.

The origins of this project
trace back to the year 2013. In
that very year, Xi Jinping, the
newly appointed President of
the People’s Republic of China
(PRC), publicly introduced the
idea during his visits to
Kazakhstan and Indonesia. 

However, before Xi’s
announcement, he was likely
influenced by a seminal work
titled “Marching West,”
authored by Wang Jisi. Wang
Jisi, the founding President of
the Institute of International
and Strategic Studies and a
Professor at Peking University,
published this work in October
2012. He was widely recognised
as one of the most prominent
and influential scholars in
international relations in
China. He astutely pointed out
that the time had come for
China to shift its focus towards
the West, namely its Central
Asian neighbours and West
Asia. 

He argued that China
should redirect its attention
away from its eastern neigh-
bours and its key US allies such
as Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,
and the Philippines. By the end
of 2012, when Xi succeeded Hu
Jintao, he had envisioned the
creation of an alternative mar-
ket for China, aiming to propel
the country’s development
agenda to new heights and
position his nation as the
world’s leading economy.

Simply put, the primary
objective behind the Belt and
Road Initiative is to leverage
China’s economic strength to
expand and fortify the coun-
try’s geopolitical influence, par-
ticularly countering the United
States’ dominance in the Asia-
Pacific region and globally.
However, three main objectives

underpin the emergence of
the BRI.

First, it aims to establish a
secure maritime route for
China’s international trade due
to its rivalry with the US.
China’s major sea trade routes
pass through the Malacca
Strait, located off the coast of
Singapore, a staunch US ally.
China also seeks to foster inter-
dependence among participat-
ing countries to enhance its
economic and political interests
in the region. This can be
likened to the historic Marshall
Plan initiated after the Second
World War, with the key dis-
tinction being that Beijing pro-
vides funds to other countries
primarily based on shared eco-
nomic interests.

Second, China learned a
valuable lesson from the 2008
financial crisis in Asia. While
it initially managed the crisis
well, its market suffered sig-
nificantly later on.
Consequently, China aims to
create an alternative market for
the extensive state-owned
enterprises outside of China.

Third, the BRI is also
geared towards improving the
economic conditions of the
provinces in Central China,
often referred to as South
Central China, which includes
regions like Henan, Hubei,
Hunan, and sometimes Jiangxi.

Given that these provinces
have lagged behind, the Xi
administration is specifically
focusing on stimulating their
economic growth.

For the past two decades,
China’s political and econom-
ic ascent has unmistakably sig-
naled an epochal change. Since
its accession to the World
Trade Organization (WTO) in
2001, the world has witnessed
a dramatic shift in global trade
and the exchange of goods
between nations. However, for
a world that has been unipolar,
largely dominated by the US
since the dissolution of the
USSR in 1991, the rise of
China’s economic influence
has emerged as a paramount
challenge for the West.

With a revitalised Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), Xi’s
China is poised to introduce a
series of new programmes to
rebalance and even reset the
global governance order.
However, for America, it entails
a process of adaptation and
making room for a rising glob-
al powerhouse in China. As this
adjustment is not occurring
seamlessly, the tension between
these two giants is palpably
public today.

The predicament for the
US leadership lies in not per-
ceiving China through the
lenses of changing global power

dynamics, regional transfor-
mation, and the evolving iden-
tity of China. The BRI effec-
tively challenges the econom-
ic and political equation that
has been established by the
global liberal order led by the
US since the conclusion of the
Second World War. China’s
significant entry into the glob-
alised world market, under-
pinned by a robust authoritar-
ian system, has compelled the
US, the EU, the Russian
Federation, and India to recon-
sider their global strategies in
order to navigate and endure in
a geopolitical landscape where
American influence is rapidly
waning.

To a considerable extent,
the extensive expansion of the
BRI, despite its drawbacks,
demonstrates today that China
is capable of attempting to
construct an alternative world
order. For now, there exists an
Asian nation that is decidedly
unyielding to the dictates of
Washington. The long-dis-
cussed and widely espoused
values and credentials of
democracy and human rights
hold little sway over China’s
communists.

For a considerable time, the
US has sought to curb China’s
expansion and assertiveness
in the Asia-Pacific region. Since
the Obama Administration ini-

tiated the “Pivot to Asia” strat-
egy, Washington has allocated
billions to engage with nations
in Asia. This strategy aims to
establish deeper connections
with more countries in Asia,
particularly in Southeast Asia,
in order to compete with and
contain China’s escalating
assertiveness and expansion.
President Trump furthered
these efforts by enacting the
BUILD Act, aligning with the
same objective.

In 2021, President Joe
Biden, in collaboration with the
G-7 nations, introduced the
Build Back Better World
Initiative (B3W), an ambitious
infrastructure plan designed to
counterbalance the BRI. Just a
year later, it was rebranded as
the “Partnership for Global
Infrastructure and Investment”.
In September 2023, the EU and
the US jointly announced an
ambitious endeavor to con-
struct an economic corridor
connecting Europe with West
Asia and India via rail and sea.
This initiative, known as the
“Partnership for Global
Infrastructure Investment”, has
the potential to augment trade
between India and Europe by
up to 40 per cent and facilitate
improved relations between
Saudi Arabia and Israel.

However, with the current
escalation of the Israel-Hamas

conflict, the potential recon-
ciliation between Israel and
Saudi Arabia may face signifi-
cant challenges.

What are other countries
doing to counter China’s gar-
gantuan expansion in the Asian
continent? India has distanced
itself from the BRI, asserting
that it is China’s long-term
strategy to dominate Asia.
China’s famous “String of
Pearls” strategy involves offer-
ing debts to India’s neighbours
in order to encircle it from key
points. Japan has already com-
mitted over $300 billion to
building infrastructure pro-
jects throughout Asia. In 2017,
India and Japan jointly
announced the Asia Africa
Growth Corridor project, aim-
ing to develop and connect
ports from Myanmar to East
Africa.

Over two-thirds of
European nations have become
part of the BRI, making it
challenging for the EU to
counter China with a unified
voice. In 2018, French
President Macron said the BRI
could turn participating
nations into “vassal states”. In
2021, the EU unveiled its
“Global Gateway” project, a
$300 billion infrastructure ini-
tiative to counter the BRI. 

Russia is a partner in the
BRI, but it has concerns that the

Chinese mega project could
disrupt its “Eurasian Economic
Union”. 

Despite this, Russia’s prox-
imity to China is likely to grow
due to its current conflict with
Ukraine and the US-led oppo-
sition to the Putin regime.

So far, China has invested
nearly $1 trillion to gain and
expand global influence
through the BRI. President Xi,
while celebrating the BRI’s
10th anniversary, announced
new plans to usher in another
“Golden Decade” to achieve
modernisation for all nations
and to build an open and
inclusive world. To enhance
connectivity in an open econ-
omy, Xi has unveiled eight
major steps to elevate Belt and
Road cooperation to a new
stage of higher quality and
higher-level development. He
also emphasised the pursuit of
global modernisation for
peaceful development, mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation, and
prosperity for all. To date,
more than 150 countries and
three international institutions
have entered into BRI cooper-
ation agreements.

It is worth noting that the
BRI is currently extending
from the Eurasian continent to
distant African and Latin
American nations. China is
committed to expediting the
high-quality development of
the China-Europe Railway
Express. Additionally, China
will construct new logistics
corridors across the Eurasian
continent, supported by rail
and road transportation. China
intends to enter into more
free-trade agreements and
investment treaties with
numerous nations, while
removing all restrictions on
foreign investment in the man-
ufacturing sector. 

Xi also pledged further
dedication to green develop-
ment, scientific and techno-
logical innovation, people-to-
people exchanges, integrity-
based Belt and Road coopera-
tion, and institution-building
for global Belt and Road coop-
eration.

The path traveled by Xi
thus far has been fraught with
hurdles. The challenges and
uncertainties arising from his
initiatives, especially the BRI,
pose long-term obstacles not
only for China but for all of
Asia. While many regard Xi as
a reincarnation of Chairman
Mao Zedong, the founder of
the People’s Republic of China,
he must exercise caution as the
world he faces is vastly differ-
ent from the one Mao encoun-
tered.

(The writer is currently
president of the Global Research
Foundation) 

On October 17, 2023, as the
sun painted the sky with

promise, India stood on the
cusp of history, poised to
engrave its destiny in the annals
of human rights and equality. 

In the Supreme Court,
anticipation hung heavy as a
monumental verdict
approached — a decision that
would resonate international-
ly and touch the hearts of
those yearning for unfettered
love. This was no ordinary
legal battle; it was a profound
test of India’s resolve to
embrace love, honour diversi-
ty, and nurture a society where
love transcends bias, regardless
of sexual orientation.

Central to this challenge
was the Special Marriage Act of
1954, an Indian law recognis-
ing unions solely between male
and female. This legislation
effectively marginalises same-
sex couples, conveying a stark
message that love is bound by
limits even in the world’s largest
democracy. 

In response, the

LGBTQIA+ community and its
allies rallied fervently, advo-
cating for inclusivity and
emphasising the necessity of
safeguarding fundamental
human rights, free from the
constraints of gender and sex-
ual orientation.

In a crucial 3:2 majority
ruling, the Supreme Court
recognised a significant legal
gap in India regarding
LGBTQIA+ marriage rights.
The Indian Constitution,
guardian of equality, appeared
silent on sexual orientation-
based discrimination in inti-
mate matters. Despite progress
in the Navtej Singh Johar and
Ors vs Union of India case
(2018), ensuring privacy rights
for the queer community, a
vital question lingered: What
about marriage rights and their
associated privileges?

Delving into the judgment
on same-sex marriage in India
exposes a compelling dilemma:
discrimination based on “sex”
versus “sexual orientation”. Are
they truly equivalent? Chief

Justice of India DY
Chandrachud, a vocal propo-
nent of marriage equality, inter-
preted “sex” in Article 15 of the
Indian Constitution to encom-
pass sexual orientation. He
argued that the state’s refusal of
marriage based on sexual ori-
entation violated Article 15. He
envisioned a future where the
right to marry was universal,
transcending barriers of gender
identity and sexual orientation.
His vision encompassed vari-
ous aspects of life, from official
documents to medical con-
sultations, jail visitation rights,
and legal repercussions. 

The CJI emphasised that
“homosexuality isn’t an urban
elitist concept,” deserving equal
respect and acknowledgment.

However, Justice Ravindra
Bhat, leading the majority
opinion, charted a distinct
course. He asserted that the
right to marriage was not
absolute, bound by statutes.
Upholding the sacred principle
of separation of powers, he
believed the court should not

craft a convoluted legal frame-
work, fearing unforeseen
repercussions. Instead, he
advocated for a state-led, thor-
ough assessment of policies and
entitlements, urging the for-
mation of a high-powered
committee to engage stake-
holders and scrutinise the sit-
uation. His position stressed
the need for a meticulous pol-
icy evolution grounded in
research and thoughtful delib-

eration, aiming to lay the foun-
dation for societal transforma-
tion.

In this pivotal moment,
nations like South Africa,
Mexico, Cuba, Ecuador, and
Portugal stand as beacons of
inclusivity, having embedded a
firm ban on sexual orientation-
based discrimination in their
constitutions. They recognise
the crucial duty of ensuring
equal rights and privileges, not

merely as a matter of political
will, but as a constitutional
imperative.

Conversely, the United
States, Canada, and Australia
have advanced the legalisation
of same-sex marriage through
judicial interpretation or par-
liamentary legislation. The
landmark Obergefell vs Hodges
decision in the United States in
June 2015, affirming the right
of same-sex couples to marry
by interpreting the nuances of
the Fourteenth Amendment,
exemplified a profound under-
standing of the intricate inter-
play of life, liberty, and equal-
ity within the legal framework.

In this global context, it
prompts one to wonder: Could
India have interpreted marriage
equality within its
Constitutional framework, akin
to the US Fourteenth
Amendment? The Indian
Constitution, notably in
Articles 14 and 21, upholds
principles of equality, liberty,
and life. 

However, respecting the

separation of powers, the
Indian judiciary refrained from
infringing on legislative pre-
rogatives. Instead, they advised
the state to devise policies
affording homosexuals the
benefits of marital unions,
rather than directly interpret-
ing the Constitution to prohibit
discrimination based on sexu-
al orientation and grant them
marital rights in the absence of
specific legislation.

As we navigate this intri-
cate terrain, a fundamental
question emerges: Can rela-
tionships between homosexu-
als be termed as “civil unions”
to access marital benefits, even
in countries where same-sex
marriage is not legalised? 

Take Japan for instance,
where same-sex relationships
have been decriminalised since
1880, yet the nation has not
officially recognised the right to
same-sex marriage. Some
Japanese cities do acknowl-
edge same-sex civil unions,
underscoring the intriguing
issue of varying legal recogni-

tion for LGBTQIA+ relation-
ships.

In conclusion, India’s piv-
otal moment regarding same-
sex marriage highlights a cru-
cial phase in the nation’s pur-
suit of equality and inclusivity.
The Supreme Court’s decision,
recognising the legal gap,
adopted a cautious, policy-
centered approach, potentially
paving the way for societal
transformation. 

Globally, diverse approach-
es to same-sex marriage exist,
prompting contemplation on
the best path for India to
ensure love transcends preju-
dice, granting all citizens equal
rights. As the world and soci-
eties evolve, India’s journey
toward embracing love and
equality remains an ongoing
narrative, challenging assump-
tions and expanding the hori-
zons of human rights in the
pursuit of genuine justice and
inclusivity.

(The writer practises law at
the Supreme Court of India) 
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It’s time now to move on to
“Contextual Meditation”, purposely
named as it begins in self-reflective

mode. Here again, two tools are in use.
First, an imagery to focus upon, which in
Indian tradition may apparently look like
a religious figurehead. For, they are pur-
posely named as deities to make them
worth reverence. In prayer mode, you get
emotionally connected with the iconic
figure. So, the result comes fast. The
intent, however, is not to promote any
religious belief.  It rather serves a twofold
purpose.  First, it serves as a focal point
for mind to dwell upon.  Second, it helps
induce attributes portrayed by the sym-
bol, vital to a reasoned conduct in life,
through repeated self-reflection.  
Those averse to the idea could 
improvise a symbol suited to their belief
or perception.

The next tool is a mantra that res-
onates to the spirit underlying the
imagery in focus. Both the symbol and

the mantra need to be individual specific
as decided by Guru. That is usually based
on what specific virtue would be wanting,
calling for its reinforcement. We need to
appreciate that invariably all of us are
born imperfect, each carrying some
inherent weakness.  They need to be
addressed and get better empowered to
ensure a smooth sail of life. Turning one’s
attention away from the seeming world,
the seeker is supposed to recite the
mantra with focus on the imagery. With
time, you are in harmony with the con-
cept and the resonating mantra.
Eventually it successively leads to two
states of samadhi – savikalpa and
nirvikalpa - when the seeker, the dharana
(concept) underlying the imagery, and
the mantra become one seamless aware-
ness.  The whole landscape of mind then
becomes accessible. The best in you
unfolds. Now, wherever you pay atten-
tion, keeps you effortlessly focused for
long to intuitively discover the truth

underlying seeming reality.            
Ancient India’s learned masters had

figured out that one’s inherent trends are
rooted in the thought seeds parked in
memory in energy format - good as posi-
tive and bad as negative. It implies that
the void in our energy construct find
reflection as weakness. Accordingly, the

process was designed to takes care of
both the aspects simultaneously, and
hence the two tools. The imagery helps
redefine the thought process, through
self-reflection. The echoes generated
through repeated recitation of the
mantra, helps find connect with corre-
sponding energy-source in nature. That
augments its absorption level to meet up
any void in our energy construct.  Thus,
came into place, a composite self-aware-
ness and holistic self-healing programme. 

As Navaratri celebration is on, the
devout are offering prayer to Goddess
Durga. Let us explore what lessons
Mother Goddess offers to a polarised and
a divided world. Here, the legend pertain-
ing to the making of the Mother becomes
imperative. As the ‘Demons’ uprooted the
‘Devatas’ (righteous ones) from the
Devaloka,  in a state of desperation they
sought Brahmaji’s (God personified for
creation) help. Brahmaji led them to Lord
Vishnu (assigned to administer), who in

turn took them to Lord Shiva, the epito-
me of Shakti, as enormous power was
needed to defeat the demons. Lord Shiva
asked them all to share their individual
Shakti. Their Shakti-s in togetherness
turned into a huge fire, out of which
emerged the all-powerful Durga. All
Devatas offered their respective weapons
for Mother’s use. She then took on and
humbled all the demons. She, however,
does not do it single-handed. She is
assisted by many other Goddesses, all of
them originating from the mainframe of
Durga herself, who, after completing their
respective tasks, reverted to their source-
frame.

How comes the Devatas had to face
humiliation at the hands of the demons?
Possibly overtaken by their egotistic sense
of being superior ones; they mistook
themselves to be unassailable. And
engrossed in their individualistic pur-
suits, righteous though, they would have
lost their sense of alert to foresee the

impending danger. Also, they would have
not cared to remain true to their collec-
tive obligations. The inevitable had to
happen. The implication is that ego of
even righteous beings leads to disastrous
consequences. Also, we need to put in all
acts together - individually and 
collectively - to ensure a smooth sail
of life.

Even otherwise, it needs to be appre-
ciated that all existences in the world are
unique, carrying varying traits. The
world, therefore, remains a fertile ground
for arousal of conflicting interests. If we
ever lose our sense of alert, we become
due for existential crisis. The Devatas
would have been caught unawares during
one of their unguarded moments, when
they lost ground to evil forces.
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