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Odisha also to be bestowed with Vande Bharat

ROURKELA-BHUBANESWAR-PURI

Vande Bharat Express Train |
N

About 180 minutes faster than the fastest train already running on this route

Better connectivity for the people of Sundargarh, Jharsuguda, Sambalpur, Angul, Dhenkanal, Cuttack, Khordha, Puri and nearby districts
Boost to religious tourism in Puri and Sambalpur and benefit to professionals, businessmen, students and traders

S20®

Enhanced business opportunities for Handloom, Hospitality, Handicrafts and other sectors

denma N\
N

Narendra Modi

Prime Minister
(Through Video Conferencing)

on Sunday, 24" September, 2023 at 12:30 PM from Bhubaneswar Railway Station

p Key Features of Vande Bharat Express ~ PR meTable

. Indigenously built Vande Bharat Train with maximum 160 km speed 0 Equipped with Kavach (Train Collision Avoidance PUI-ROU } Station 1 ROU-PUI

I ; 0535/0540 Khurda Road | 2055/2057

G Improved access to charging point under each seat and 360° seat @ Each coach equipped with CCTV cameras and 0600/0605 | Bhubaneswar | 2030/2035

rotation with increased reclination angle facility infotainment facilities 0630/0632 Cuttack 2000/2002

R ) . Dhenkana

Seat numbers in Braille script on seat handles and special Lavatory Aerosol based better 0I24/1726. oAt 47

3 for Divyangjans ©) fire-fighting safety systems installed 0814/0816 Angul 1800/1802
& é? Equipped with special antibacterial UV lamps, better ventilation and EW—R%—%%E _
a L air conditioning to keep the air clean o 1-*;—1-3{4++5r——hlhar3trgﬂd-&—j ) __45p3i506 | |

\ - Ar- 1245 Rourkela———Dep-1410-/

Watch the event live on nnzg I"“lﬂ" IIAIIWAYS fotom us oo ({3 EH(E @ /) itiiogia

0804/0806 | TalcherRoad | 1813/1815 %
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BJD, BJP, Congress all take credit over women Bill

PNS = BHUBANESWAR
The politics of claims and
credit over women
empowerment has intensified
in Odisha, especially after the
smooth passage of Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam, more
popularly known as Women
Reservation Bill, 2023, in
Parliament.

The ruling BJD and the
opposition BJP and Congress
have made claims that they
have their own shares of credit
behind the Bill.

On  Saturday, BJD
spokesperson Sipra Mallick
said CM Naveen Patnaik had
in  fact played an
“inspirational” role that in a

way prompted the BJP-led
NDA  Government to
seriously pursue the Bill.

“The Odisha Legislative
Assembly had in 2018 passed
a resolution seeking 33%
reservation for women in Lok
Sabha and State legislatures.
Besides, in the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, the BJD gave tickets
to seven women candidates.
This number constitutes 33%
of the 21 Lok Sabha seats in
the State. These steps put a
kind of moral pressure on the
NDA to seriously pursue the
women reservation issue,” said
Mallick.

BJP leader and Union
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, who arrived in

Housing loan fraud

ED files charge-sheet against

bul

The Directorate  of
Enforcement (ED) has
reportedly filed a Prosecution
Complaint  under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA)
against Uma Sankar Patro,
director of GDS Builders Pvt
Ltd, Ashwini Kumar Patra,
former Assistant Manager,
Union Bank of India,
Nayapally branch,
Bhubaneswar, Bhubaneswar
Mohapatra, former Branch
Manager and Dwarka
Jewellers in the Khordha
Sessions Judge Court-cum
Special Court (PMLA),
Bhubaneswar.

The court has taken
cognisance of the Prosecution
Complaint, an ED release said.

The ED initiated
investigation on the basis of
FIRs registered by the CBI,
ACB,Odisha under various
sections of the IPC, 1860 and
Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988 against Uma Sankar
Patro, bank officers,
borrowers and the real estate
company in connection with
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der. hank officials

misappropriation of housing
loans.

The ED initiate an
investigation based on FIRs
registered by the CBI, and
Odisha ACB under various
sections of IPC, and
Prevention of Corruption
Act, against Patra, bank
officers, borrowers and the
real estate company in
connection with
misappropriation of housing
loans.

The ED had earlier carried
out search operations under
PMLA at eight premises
related to Patra and his related
persons wherein cash
amounting to Rs 15 lakh and
gold jewellery to the tune of
Rs 1.13 crore were seized.

A Provisional Attachment
Order in the case was also
issued on May 29 attaching
properties spread across Puri
and Bhubaneswar, worth Rs
19.67 crore.

Patra was taken into ED
custody from whereby further
incriminating evidences were
gathered. Further
investigation into the matter
is ongoing, the release stated.

Cil’s Logistics Summit

Time to focus on gender-led logistics: Com Secy

PNS ®m BHUBANESWAR
Commerce and Transport
Department Principal
Secretary Usha Padhee batted
for gender inclusivity in the
logistics sector.

Talking at the Logistic
Summit organised by the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) Odisha Chapter
here, Padhi shed light on high
logistics cost for big as well as
small and medium companies
which is affecting the
competitiveness of market

Bhubaneswar on Saturday,
claimed that the BJP and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi deserved all credit for the
passing of the Women
Reservation Bill in Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha as no other
party had expressed so much
seriousness to make such a
piece of legislation.

“No political party in the
past had seriously pursued the
Women Reservation Bill to see
that it becomes a law by getting
passed in Parliament. The BJP
will celebrate this across the
50,000 villages in Odisha by
organising awareness rallies,”
said Pradhan.

Pradesh
Committee

Congress
(OPCCQ)

Uthal Varsity

®  BHUBANESWAR

The Commissionerate
police on Saturday arrested an
employee of Directorate of
Distance and Continuing
Education (DDCE) at the
Utkal University here on the
charge of duping several
youths of lakhs of rupees on
the promise of arranging
government jobs.

The accused was identified
as Madhab Chandra Sethi, an
Academic Coordinator at
DDCE in the university, said
Saheed Nagar police station

®  BHUBANESWAR

president Sarat Pattanayak
said his party had in fact
been the pioneer in pushing
the Women Reservation
Bill. “It was the Congress-
led UPA Government
which had passed this Bill in
Rajya Sabha in 2010. All
political parties, including
the BJP, had then voted for
the Bill after UPA
chairperson Sonia Gandhi
made an appeal to vote in
favour of it  said
Pattanayak, adding that the
Congress would sensitise the
people of Odisha about its
role in passing the Women
Reservation Bill ahead of the
2024 twin Lok Sabha and
Odisha Assembly polls.

staff held for

Inspector-in-Charge Gautam
Kisan.

He said that one Basant
Kumar Das had lodged a
complaint against Sethi with
the Saheed Nagar police on
Friday that Sethi had promised
him of arranging an
Assistant Section Officer
(ASO) job at the Odisha
Secretariat in lieu of Rs 12
lakh.

Das had paid Rs 2 lakh to
Sethi in advance, but the
latter failed to arrange the
ASO job for the former. Das
lodged a complaint in this

m  BHUBANESWAR

UM firstto conduct knee surgery with robot

The Institute of Medical
Sciences and SUM Hospital
here has started conducting
Total Knee Replacement
(TKR) surgery by employing
a fully automated robot.

"A robot has been working
meticulously without any error
and we have already
conducted more than 40 such
surgeries within the last six
weeks," Prof (Dr) Aniruddh
Dash, Head of Department of
Orthopaedics in the hospital,
said.

Speaking at a programme
marking the formal launch of
the apparatus, said to be the
world's first fully automatic
Active CUVIS Robotic System

on Friday, Prof (Dr) Dash said
the new device was ensuring
better precision and accuracy
in surgery with several other

advantages.
SOA Vice-Chancellor Prof
Pradipta Kumar Nanda

attended the programme as
chief guest. Director, Medical
Education and Training Prof
(Dr) Sachidananda Mohanty,
Chief District Medical Officer,

uping jobseekers of Rs 40L

regard with police after Sethi
did not return the money.
"The police had registered
a case against Sethi under
Sections 420 and 506 of IPC
and detained him for
questioning. Sethi was
arrested today on the basis of
the evidence found against
him during the investigation.
He will be produced in a local
court," said the IIC.
According to police, Sethi
has duped around 40 youths
of above Rs 40 lakh on the
promise of arranging
government jobs for them.

"Sethi was well-known to
many students as he was
working as the Academic
Coordinator at DDCE in
Utkal = University. Our
investigation has suggested
that most of the duped youths
are former students of Utkal
University," Kisan said.

The Commissionerate
police would take the necessary
steps to find out details
regarding the ill-gotten wealth
of Sethi. Besides, police were
trying to find out whether he
has been booked in any case
in the past, he added.

Sarpanchs hI d_‘emo 0ver 15-point charter

Sarpanchs from across the
State held a demonstration at
the Lower PMG here on
Saturday seeking fulfilment of
their 15-point charter of
demands.

The demands included
giving full power to the
Sarpanchs as per the provision
in the three-tier Pachyatiraj
system, increase in exigency
funds and increase in the
amount of pension from Rs
2,350 to Rs 30,000.

LOGISTIC‘_ SUMM|T

and overall growth.

The National Logistics
Policy envisages placing India
among the top 25 countries
of the world. Similarly, PM
Gati Shakti focuses on
convergence of different
modes of transportation. Multi

Modal Logistics is also another
area of focus. As far as
regulation is concerned, the air
and port sector come to a
certain maturity level. But for
the railway and road sector, we
need to improve the
regulation, she said.

Two months earlier, the
Sarpanchs in the State had
submitted memorandums in
this connection to the Chief
Minister  through the
Collectors. However, they were
forced to stage protests at

On the occasion, Paradip
Port Trust Deputy Chairman
Nilabhra Dasgupta talked
about the beneficial effects of
PM Gati Sakti and Sagarmala
project on the port sector.

CII Odisha State Council
Chairman Sashi Sekhar
Mohanty said, "We need to
focus on how digitisation and
smart logistics can redefine
efficiency, accuracy and
transparency in the logistics
sector of Odisha."

Former Chairman of CII
Odisha State Council Santosh

different block headquarters
and capital city as their
demands are not met.

The agitators under the
banner of the Sarpanch

Mahasangh, alleged that
despite working for people in

Mohapatra said that logistics
contribute to high cost of
production. Odisha needs
container port for small and
medium scale industry sector,
he added.

Chairman and Managing
Director of Balmer Lawrie
Adika Ratna Sekhar said
logistic sectors are projected to
grow at a CAGR of 15.5
percent by 2024.

Convenor of CII Odisha
Infrastructure and Logistics
Panel Pramod Jain among
others spoke.

their community round-the-
clock without any leave, they
are being paid a paltry Rs
2,300.

They also alleged that most
of the Government projects
are being implemented at the
grassroots by block level
officials ~ without their
knowledge and their power
and rights are being curtailed.

The Mahasangh threatened
that if their demands are not
met, its members would
tender mass resignation and
go on an indefinite strike.

FU gets

PNS ®m BALESWAR

The Fakir Mohan (FM)
University has been awarded
'A" grade by National
Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) after the
current cycle of assessment
which is the highest GPA
received by an accredited
public university under the
Higher Education
Department of Odisha.

The NAAC in the second
cycle of assessment has
awarded the gradation

Khurda -Dr Artabandhu

Nayak, SOA's Principal
Advisor (Health Sciences) Prof
(Dr) Ashok Mahapatra, Dean,
IMS and SUM Hospital Prof
(Dr) Sanghamitra Mishra and
Medical Superintendent of the
hospital Prof (Dr) Pusparaj
Samantasinhar were present
along with representatives of the
company marketing the robot
manufactured by a South

Korean firm.

A representative of the
company said that IMS and
SUM Hospital was the first
medical college in the country
to adopt fully automated robotic
surgery for total knee
replacement. The aim was to
develop the hospital as a Centre
of Excellence where orthopaedic
surgeons from other hospitals
could be trained, he said.

KIMS Guest Lecture Series

‘Multidisciplinary care
best for alcoholic I|ver

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

For a holistic approach to
treating Alcoholic Liver
Disease (ALD), the best way is
to have an integrated
multidisciplinary care model in
which the treating
hepatologist can have the
treatment counselling along
with a psychiatrist and this
model can cure more people.

Speaking at the KIMS
Guest Lecture Series on ALD
on Thursday at the Kalinga
Institute of Medical Sciences
(KIMS), a world-renowned
expert on ALD Prof Ashwini
Singhal from the University of
Alabama, Texas said, "As ALD
is a result of an addiction, the
multi-disciplinary integrated
approach is best suited for the
cause both in the Western and
Indian scenario.”

He said patients suffering
from ALD should have protein
intake most probably from
plant-based sources as per their
body weight to have a better
life and manage cirrhosis. He
advised the patients with ALD
to have more frequent meals
with small amounts for better
physiology and metabolism,

certificate to the varsity
regarding the upgraded status.
The FMU has received a
rating of 3.18 cumulative
grade point average out of 4.
Vice-Chancellor of FMU
Santosh Kumar Tripathy has
lauded the efforts and team
spirit of the officials for the
new and improvised rating.
"In the first cycle, we were
'B+', but we scaled to 'A' with
3.18 CGPA. We will maintain
this and strive to get 'A+' in
future," said Tripathy.
According to the NAAC

not having heavy meals with
large intervals, and proper
management of obesity,
metabolic syndromes, and
alcohol intake so as to have
control over ALD.

Saying that the selection
process for liver transplant (LT)
in an ALD patient is
challenging world over as the
medical centers differ in their
approaches to finding the
"suitable” patients to undergo
LT, he also underscored the
need for great vigil even after
the transplant process as there
was every chance of alcohol
intake by the patient.

Prof Sanjay Satpathy,
another renowned
hepatologist from the USA
and Medical Director at Liver
Transplantation, Northwell
Health, New York, on
Wednesday  spoke on
"Metabolic Associated
Steatotic Liver Disease
(MASLD) - Where are we
heading to?" as part of the
KIMS Guest Lecture Series.

A qrade from NAAC

certificate, the FMU received
3.2 grade points for curricular
aspects, 3.43 for teaching
learning and evaluation, 2.44
for research, innovations and
extension, 3.65 for
infrastructure and learning
resources, 3.67 for student
support and progression, 2.98
for governance, leadership and
management and 3.78 points
for institutional values and
best practices. Notably, the
NAAC peer team visited the
FMU campus between
September 12 and 14.

Why edu, health services not poor man’s cup of tea

policy = makers  whose

irresponsible decisions in the
past 75 years have doomed the
education sector in India; hence
barring a few colleges or
universities, most of the higher
educational institutions have failed
to even appear in the top 200 in
the world. Not even all II'Ts or IIMs
appear in the top 50 institutions in
world rankings.

Why are there not sufficient
numbers of well-equipped
Government schools or colleges in
our surroundings? While there are
thousands of schools run by
business houses? The irony is the
Government  schools  are
disproportionately less compared to
the demand and are poorly
maintained with no proper teaching
facilities or faculties available. The
parents don't want to send their
children to the Government

It's a shame for India and Indian

)

PK PRAMANIK

schools due to poor education
quality and results which can affect
children's future education and
career. They unwillingly opt for
private schools /colleges which are
too expensive as there is little
choice. The  Government
educational institutions are in a
shambles simply because the
Government has not prioritised
education in their plans. The

admission fees in most private
schools and colleges are in lakhs, in
addition to capitation fee, hefty
development fee etc. They are
fleecing the people virtually.

Recently I met one of our
neighbours who admitted their
daughter in MBBS in Vizag. He will
spend more than Rs1.50 crore for
MBBS in 4 years in UG course.
Further for post-graduation courses
like MD or MS, he will have to shell
out another Rs Icrore or more
depending upon the ranks or
college. How many parents can
afford this if their wards fail to make
it to limited medical seats in
Government colleges?

In a country of 140 crore
population with 60% in the age
bracket of 18 to 35 years, we have
only 740 medical colleges ( 388
Government or semi Government,
52 deemed to be universities and
263 are purely run by private

owners with no regulations in the
fee structures). We have
approximately 1,07,000 seats
(56,090 seats in Government
colleges and around 54,000 in
private colleges) which offer MBBS
or other courses like BDS and
physiotherapy etc.

I fail to know why the Medical
Council of India or now NMC
which has the authority to grant
permission has not done its duty in
forcing Governments in the States
or Centre to establish new medical
colleges to ensure sufficient seats
for MBBS or MD courses to meet
its own health requirements at
affordable cost?

Similarly, the free hands given
to doctors or hospitals in the name
of private practices, and star hotel-
like facilities in hospitals is a
dangerous trend. It must be strictly
regulated as these so-called super
speciality hospitals are openly

indulged in looting patients and the
Government is a silent spectator.

In other words, neither studying
medicine is cheap or treatment is
cheap in Indian hospitals whereas
Government hospitals are
overloaded with patients with
doctors hardly concerned about
their duties. Unregulated or poor
Government control has led to
open looting of the poor.

I also wish to suggest ways to
meet the shortage of doctors. Why
can't MBBS be segregated into two
different courses like Bachelor of
Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery
and reduce the tenure from four
to two and similarly reduce the cost
to make it affordable to most
aspirants?

It seems Governments have no
priority in real health services in
India as people are forced to die
due to unavailability of medical
services in most small cities or

villages.

Now let's talk about
Engineering or Management
courses. Barring a limited number
of Government schools /colleges
like NITs or IITs, where the fees
are less and affordable, most
private technical colleges for 4yrs
courses could cost from Rs6 lakh
to Rs 20 lakh. Time has come and
the Government must interfere in
these things. It must not

Govt must not allow private
education mafias to loot students
and parents and make education
beyond the reach of common man.

The situation is that private
schools and colleges in general
category are no better. The cost of
admission in schools run by mafias
for the admission in nursery to Call
12th is more than Rs 1 lakh. Higher
are the classes, higher are the fees.
Sometimes it can go up to Rs 10 to
50 lakh. The monthly tuition fees

range between Rs 2,500 and
Rsllakh. The Government is just
silent and in fact is fully responsible
for these unacceptable costs of
education in India.

Who stops the Government
from controlling the cost of
education in India? No one. Then
why so much cost? The reason could
be, the Government is enjoying
this system as it is a part of the
corrupt system.

If you check thoroughly, most
educational houses are directly or
indirectly owned by politicians or
industrialists close to political
parties. In my opinion the basic
services like education and health
services must be regulated strictly
if the Government is really
concerned about a healthy, happy
and vibrant India.

(The writer is a social activist
and career consultant based in
Bhubaneswar)
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INDIA GOES BALLISTIC ON TERRO

Crackdown on Khalistani terrorists; NIA seizes Pannun’s properties

RAKESH KUMAR SINGH m
NEW DELHI

Tightening its noose around
Canada-based ‘designated
individual terrorist’
Gurpatwant Singh Pannu, the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Saturday confiscated
the house and land of the self-
styled general counsel of the
outlawed Sikhs for Justice (SFJ)
outfit in Amritsar and
Chandigarh.

This is the first time that
the NIA has confiscated the
properties of an absconding
accused under a relevant sec-
tion of Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

The action, which comes as
a big boost to the country’s
crackdown on the so-called
Khalistani “terror and seces-
sionist network being operat-
ed from various countries’,
including Canada, followed
confiscation orders passed by
the NIA Special Court, SAS
Nagar, Mohali.

Pannu has been on NIAs
radar since 2019, when the
anti-terror agency had regis-
tered its first case against the
terrorist, who has been playing
amajor role in promoting and
commissioning terror acts and
activities, and spreading fear
and terror in Punjab and else-
where in the country through
his threats and intimidation
tactics, the agency said.

Non-bailable warrants of

arrest were issued against
Pannu by the NIA Special
Court on February 3, 2021, and
he was declared a “Proclaimed
Offender (PO)” on November
29 last year.

NIA investigations have
revealed that Pannu’s organisa-
tion, Sikhs for Justice, was
misusing cyberspace to radi-
calise gullible youth and to
instigate them to undertake ter-
rorist crimes and activities.

It further emerged during
the NIA investigations that
Pannu was the main handler
and controller of the SFJ. Sikhs
for Justice was declared as an
“Unlawful Association” by the
Government of India, vide a
notification dated July 10, 2019.

“Pannu, who was declared
a ‘designated individual terror-
ist’ by the Centre through a
notification dated July 1, 2020,
has been actively exhorting
Punjab-based gangsters and
youth over the social media to
fight for the cause of indepen-
dent state of Khalistan, chal-
lenging the sovereignty, integri-
ty and security of the country;,
the NIA said in a statement.

Recently, Pannu has been
in the news for issuing blatant
threats to senior Indian diplo-
mats and government func-
tionaries in public forums. He
had also threatened Canadian
Hindus a few days back, ask-
ing them to leave Canada and
claiming that they had adopt-
ed a “jingoistic approach” by

—

House of Gurpatwant Singh Pannu, chief of banned outfit Sikhs for Justice (SFJ), after the National Investigation Agency (NIA)
confiscated his immovable properties in Chandigarh on Saturday

siding with India.

The properties confiscat-
ed on Saturday include 46
kanal agricultural land situat-
ed in Village Khankot,
Amritsar, and 1/4th share of
House Number 2033, Sector
15/C, Chandigarh.

These properties were ear-
lier attached following orders
passed by the government in

two different cases. The prop-
erties have now been confiscat-
ed on the court’s orders under
section 33(5) of the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA), 1967, in the case RC-
19/2020/NIA/DLI dated April
5, 2020, registered under sec-
tions various sections of the
Indian Penal Code and relevant
provisions of the Unlawful

Activities (Prevention) Act.

The case was originally :
: the UNGA after Kakar raised
dated October 19, 2018, at :
. address at the General Debate
¢ during the high-level 78th ses-
i sion of UNGA.

A total of 10 accused, :
including Pannu, have so far :
been charge-sheeted in the :
" scribed terrorist entities and

registered as FIR number 152
Police Station Sultanwind,

Amritsar (City) and later trans-
ferred to the NIA.

case.

| Rejecting Pakistan’s caretak-

er Prime Minister Anwaar

i ul Haq Kakar’s statement on
: Kashmir, India has termed that
¢ country as “home and patron”
i to the largest number of pro-
¢ scribed terrorist entities and
i urged Islamabad to take action
i against perpetrators of the
i Mumbai terror attacks.

Making this assertion in

. the United Nations General
: Assembly (UNGA) late on
. Friday, First Secretary in India’s
: Permanent Mission to the UN
pr; | Petal Gahlot also asked
¢ Pakistan to refrain from engag-
¢ ing in “technical sophistry.”

She enunciated India’s
stand in its Right of Reply in

the Kashmir issue in his

“Pakistan has been the
home and patron to the largest
number of internationally pro-

individuals in the world.
Instead of engaging in techni-
cal sophistry, we call upon
Pakistan to take credible and
verifiable action against the
perpetrators of the Mumbai
terror attacks, whose victims
await justice even after 15
years,” Gahlot said in the
scathing response.

She said Pakistan needs to
take three-fold action for there
to be peace in South Asia.
“First, stop cross-border terror-
ism and shut down its infra-
structure of terrorism immedi-
ately. Second, vacate Indian
territories under its illegal and
forcible occupation, and third,
stop the grave and persistent
human rights violations against
the minorities in Pakistan.”

In his address earlier,
Kakar said Pakistan desired
peaceful and productive rela-
tions with all its neighbours,
including India. “Kashmir is
the key to peace between
Pakistan and India,” he said.

Gabhlot reiterated that the
Union Territories of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh are an
integral part of India. “Matters

~ Pakistan is haven for
terrorists: India at UN

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE/
: AGENCIES m NEW DELHI/
- UNITED NATIONS

pertaining to the UTs of J&K
and Ladakh are purely internal
to India. Pakistan has no locus
standi to comment on our
domestic matters.”

The Indian diplomat
asserted that as a country with
one of the world’s worst human
rights records, particularly
when it comes to minority and
women’s rights, Pakistan
“would do well to put its own
house in order before ventur-
ing to point a finger at the
world’s largest democracy”.

India stressed that Pakistan
has become a “habitual offend-
er” when it comes to misusing
the august forum of the United
Nations to peddle “baseless
and malicious” propaganda
against India.

The First Secretary in
India’s Permanent Mission to
the UN said the member states
of the United Nations and
other multilateral organisa-
tions are well aware that
Pakistan does so to “deflect the
international community’s
attention away from its own
abysmal record on human
rights”.

ABVP

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

T Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP)
won three out of four seats con-
tested in the 2023 Delhi
University Students Union
(DUSU) elections held on
Friday, while a candidate of the
Congress-affiliated National
Students’ Union of India
(NSUI) won the race for DUSU
vice president post.

ABVP’s Tushar Dedha won
the post of DUSU president,
defeating NSUT’s Hitesh Gulia
by 3,115 votes. Dedha received
23,460 votes, while Gulia
received 20,345. Dedha had
previously won the election for

college cultural coordinator at -

Satyawati College in 2016. He
was also an executive council
member at DUSU.

Dedha, attributing the vic-
tory to ABVP’s positive campus
activism, said, “ABVP’s dedica-
tion to issue-based campaign-
ing resonated with the diverse
student body of Delhi
University.

NSUI's Abhi Dahiya
secured the position of vice-
president. Dahiya received
22,331 votes and defeated
ABVP’s Sushant Dhankar by a
margin of 1,829 votes. Dahiya,
currently pursuing a Master’s
degree in Buddhist Studies,
received 22,331 votes, defeating
his closest competitor, ABVP’s
Dhankar, by 1,829 votes.

ABVP’s Aparajita and
Sachin Baisla won the positions
of secretary and joint secretary,

ominates DUS

ABVP’s Tushar Dedha (president), Aparajita (secretary) and Sachin Baisla (joint
secretary) and others after they won in the DUSU election in New Delhi on
Saturday

respectlvely While Apara)ita

defeated NSUT’s Yakshana
Sharma by a margin of 12,937
votes, Baisla defeated the
NSUI’s Shubham Kumar
Chaudhary by a margin of
9,995 votes.

Hailing from Jaunpur in
Uttar Pradesh, Aparajita com-
pleted her BA (Honours)
degree in history from Dyal
Singh College. She is pursuing
a Master’s degree in Buddhist
Studies. Baisla graduated from
Ramanujan College and is cur-
rently pursuing a Master’s
degree in Buddhist Studies.

As the results were
announced, students from the
metro station to the campus
released balloons into the air,
broke out in dance, and show-
ered the winners with flower
petals. Security at both DU

PTI
campuses was heightened, and
barricades were deployed as
preventive measures to avoid
any untoward incidents.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah congratulated the
winning candidates of the
ABVP. “Hearty congratulations
to all the workers of the coun-
cil on the landslide victory of
ABVP in the Delhi University
Students Union elections. This
victory reflects the faith of the
young generation in the ideol-
ogy that puts national interest
first. I have full confidence that
the workers of the council will
continue to work with determi-
nation to keep the ideals of
Swami Vivekananda and the
spirit of nationalism alive
among the youth,” Shah post-
ed on X.

Union Minister Kiren

polls

Rijiju also posted on X, con-
gratulating the ABVP. He
wrote: “#ABVP sweeps
#DUSU. Rahul Gandhi cam-
paigned in Delhi University
Students Union election which
helped ABVP to increase its
vote share! Congratulations to
all the Winning Candidates of
ABVP, its cadres as well as all
the well-wishers!”

BJP MP and party youth
wing president Tejasvi Surya
posted, “Congratulations to
Team ABVP on winning the
DUSU elections. A clear indi-
cation of the ideological posi-
tions that our students and
young people are taking in the
country. Vande Mataram?”

The DUSU election was
conducted after a gap of three
years. The DUSU elections
were last held in 2019. The
polls could not be held in 2020
and 2021 due to COVID-19,
while possible disruptions to
the academic calendar pre-
vented their conduct in 2022.
The students’ union election
recorded a voter turnout of 42
per cent. A total of 24 candi-
dates were in the running for
the four positions of DUSU
president, vice-president, sec-
retary, and joint secretary. The
election took place on Friday,
with around one lakh stu-
dents eligible to vote. The
counting of votes for the
DUSU’s central panel posi-
tions of president, vice-presi-
dent, secretary, and joint sec-
retary concluded on Saturday
evening.

m BHUBANESWAR

Anotner low pressure kel

More rains are likely in

the State as a fresh low-pres-
sure area is likely to form over
the Bay of Bengal next week,
the Regional Office of the In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) here said on Sat-
urday.

A cyclonic circulation is
likely to form over north
Andaman Sea and
neighbourhood on September
29. Under its influence, a low-
pressure area is likely to form
over north Andaman Sea and

&AW

adjoining East-central Bay of
Bengal during the subsequent
24 hours. The system is likely
to intensify and move to west-
north-westwards.

The weather office issued a
Yellow warning for thunder-
storm and heavy rainfall for

several districts for three days
starting from Saturday.

On Sunday, thunderstorm
with lightning is very likely to
occur in the districts of
Baleswar, Bhadrak, Jajpur,
Kendrapada, Cuttack,
Jagatsinghpur, Puri, Khordha,

| Sep 29

Nayagarh, Ganjam, Gajapati,
Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj,
Angul, Dhenkanal, Boudh,
Kandhamal, Malkangiri
Koraput and Rayagada.

On Monday, thunderstorm
with lightning is very likely to
occur in the districts of
Balasore, Bhadrak, Jajpur,

Kendrapara, Cuttack,
Jagatsinghpur, Keonjhar,
Mayurbhanj, Angul,

Dhenkanal, Boudh, Nayagarh,
Kandhamal, Khordha, Puri,
Nayagarh, Ganjam and
Gajapati.
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0% Maida, Free from Cholesterol and Trans fat.
Patanjali Biscuits are nutritious, tasty and rich in fiber.
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In Baleswar

Minor girl takes poison after gang-rape

3 youths, 1n-
cluding lover,

detained
PNS = BALESWAR

A minor girl consumed
poison after allegedly being
gang-raped by three youths,
including her lover, at a hotel
in Chandipur in Baleswar
district.

The victim was admitted to
the Baleswar Medical College
Hospital in a critical condition.

According to reports, the
girl of the Baleswar Sadar block
area visited the Chandipur sea
beach on Friday afternoon.
She and her lover stayed in a
hotel situated at the sea beach.

Taking advantage of the
situation, the lover allegedly
raped the girl; and two others,
who were with the accused,
gang-raped the girl in the hotel
room.

Being betrayed by her
lover, the victim reportedly
consumed poison back at
home to end her life.

Following a complaint by
the victim's family, the

Baleswar Sadar police raided
the hotel at 8 pm on Friday
and detained all three
accused youths as well as the
hotel manager for
interrogation.

In Keonjhar

Denied mobile phone, hoy takes pesticide

PNS ®m KEONJHAR

In a shocking incident, a 14-
year-old boy reportedly
consumed pesticide after being
denied a mobile phone by his
parents in Keonjhar district on
Saturday.

The boy, a Class-VIII
student of the Mahadeijoda
Laxminarayan High School in
Keonjhar Sadar, was rushed to
the District Headquarters
Hospital (DHH) in a critical
state.

As per reports, the boy asked
his parents for a mobile phone
in the morning at around 8
am. However, his parents
refused to buy him one. Upset,
he went and consumed
pesticide. As his condition
deteriorated, family members
rushed him to the DHH. The
hospital authorities informed
that his condition was critical.

Further details were awaited.

)ocfound

PNS = BARIPADA

A body of a House Surgeon
was found hanging in a hostel
room at the Pandit Raghunath
Murmu Medical College
Hospital in Baripada of
Mayurbhanj district on Friday.

The deceased was identified
as Sachin Sahoo, who was a
native of Keonjhar and
working as a House Surgeon
at the medical college after
completion of his medical
studies.

As per reports, Sachin went
to his hostel room after
completing his duty at the
hospital in the morning.

med college hostel

hanging in

However, he did not come out
of his room even after long.
His friends did not get any
response when they knocked
at the door of his hostel room.
Later, they broke open the
room window to find him
hanging.

Sachin was rushed to the
hospital. However, doctors
declared him brought dead.

Getting information, the
Baripada police reached the spot
and launched an investigation
into the incident. "While it is
suspected to bea case of suicide,
the exact reason will be
ascertained after a thorough
probe," said a police official.

Women among 3 held in

PNS ® BALESWAR

In connection with an
alleged infant kidnapping
case, the Sahadevkhunta
police arrested three persons
including two women. They
were identified as Pooja Das
(27) of Suteibadagaon village
under Industrial police station
limits, Shaik Shafi Gul Ali (39)
and Nazma Bibi (39), both of
Aradbazar area under
Sahadevkhunta police station
limits.

According to reports,
complainant Savitri Singh
(21) of Dahapada while was
busy in household works, prime

naby kidnai B’svgar

accused P00]a Das kldnapped
Savitri's 8-month-old son who
was in a cradle and later, sold
him to Shaik Shafi Gul Ali and
Nazma Bibi for Rs 50,000.
Not finding her baby,
Savitri and her husband Aju
Singh filed a police complaint.
Based on the complaint, the
police stepped up immediate
investigation and
apprehended the trio within
two hours of the registration
of FIR. Rs 42,480 cash and a
mobile phone were seized from
the accused persons, added
reports. The rescued child was
handed over to his parents
after a medical examination.

BJP-backed unions to
stage protest before PPL

On Sept 25

PNS ®m PARADIP

The Paradeep Phosphates
Limited (PPL) faces a threat
of a substantial shutdown on
September 25 as part of a
widespread movement, with
backing from the BJP.

Four organisations, namely
the PPL Land Loser Welfare
Association, Paradip Industrial
Contractors Association, PPL
Phospho Gypsum Dealers and
Paradip Youth Voice members
are planning a collective
protest in front of the PPL
gate. The move is expected to
disrupt gypsum and fertilizer
businesses, potentially leading
to dire consequences in the
current economic landscape.

Sources revealed that
gypsum extraction from PPL
has increased from 12 lakh
tonnes annually to 18 lakh
tonnes, yet the 13 contractors

ATy

Amid presence
of city’s who’s
who

PNS m  BRAHMAPUR

Utkal TV, one of the oldest
TV networks of Brahmapur,
celebrated its Silver Jubilee on
completion of 25 years of its
existence here on Sunday. The
event was inaugurated by
MLA Bikram Kumar Panda. A
large number of dignitaries,
elected representatives,
eminent persons, intellectuals
and scribes attended the
function.

Prominent among them
include SP of Brahmapur

5 Silver Ju

responsible for transporting
gypsum have been unable to
meet their quotas, citing
various reasons. This has
resulted in a surplus of gypsum
within the plant, prompting
the company to appoint a
super dealer with strict
adherence to all regulations.
The PPL had also attempted
to reassure local contractors,
promising to facilitate all
other contracts except for
gypsum, citing
environmental concerns and
urging them not to stage any
protests that could hamper
production. However, the
organisations involved are
determined to proceed with
their plans, organising a
movement to persuade the
public of their cause. The
situation remains tense as the
protest date approaches, raising
concerns about the impact on
local industries and commerce.

Police District Dr Sarvana

Vivek M, Southern Range IG
Satyabrat Bhoi, VC of
Khallikote University Prof
Prafulla Kumar Mohanty,
BeMC Mayor Sanghamitra
Dalai, DIPRO Rabinarayan
Behera, Sudhir Kumar Sabat,
Narayan Mahankud,
renowned stage anchor
Hrushikesh Panigrahi, BJD
leader Subash Maharana, senior
scribes Ashoak Brahma,
Prakash Pattnaik, Asit Kumar
Panda, Gopal Pattnaik,
Brahmpaur Edition Chief of

neefesth

Rayagada:

Mob torches
police vehicle;

accused held
BADALTAH ® RAYAGADA

A Class-III girl of the
Dangasil UP School of
Kashipur block in Rayagada
district was allegedly raped by
the school peon on Friday.

The accused Sibaram Mishra
lured the minor girl to his
room and raped her. Later,
some of friends of the victim,
who saw her crying and
profusely bleeding, informed
the school Headmaster and her
mother.

Getting information, police
reached the spot and took the
accused into  custody.
However, irate locals of the
Dangasil village assembled
near the police outpost and
demanded the culprit to be
handed over to them. The mob
said rarely justice is meted out

CUO talk

Class-I11 girl raped by school peon

in such cases and no FIR would
be lodged.

But when police didn't
listen to their demand, they
torched a police van and
vandalised another vehicle.

In a bid to control the
violent mob, police resorted to
a lathicharge and detained six
persons. The victim was
shifted to the Donagasil

Community Health Centre
and later referred to the
District Headquarters Hospital
(DHH). The condition of the
girl was stated to be stable.

The Rayagada Additional
SP is camping in the area and
additional forces have been
deployed. Most of the men of
the village have fled fearing
arrest.

Meanwhile, Rayagada Child
Welfare Committee
Chairperson Bidulata Huika
expressed serious concern
about the incident. She along
with a team of the CWC went
to the DHH and interacted
with the victim and her
mother. The CWC has assured
of necessary justice to the
family as per law.

‘Role of newspapers In freedom movement crucial

PNS m KORAPUT

A national seminar was

organised by Dept of
Journalism and  Mass
Communication, CUO,

Koraput on ‘Role of Indian
newspapers and Editors in
freedom movement’ on the
occasion of Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav and it was held at
the National Library of India
at Kolkata.

Assistant Professor & HOD
(i/c), DJMC Dr Sourav
Gupta presented the welcome

Sakala Shaktidhar Rajguru and

several corporators of BeMC.
Earlier a mini-marathon

(from Khallikote University to

Subba Rao Chhak) was
conducted to mark the event
in which hundreds of schooland
college students participated.
The Brahmapur SP flagged off
the event. Among others, the
Chief Editor of UTV and
secretary of the Press Club
Gopal Pattnaik, director
Nageswar Prusty, Rabinarayan
Maharana, News Editor Sudip
Sahoo were present.

address and welcomed the
resource persons from various
parts of India. Dr Gupta said
that the purpose of the seminar
was to discuss the publishing
of a seminal book to establish
the role of journalism in the
freedom struggle.

Vice Chancellor, CUO, Prof
Chakradhar
Tripathi inaugurated the
seminar and said that the
newspaper Editors fought
against the British and were
subjected to jail and several
harsh  treatments. He

Govt unfazed

emphasised that the book by
DJMC will establish the role
of newspapers and Editors
from various parts of India and
present a national spectrum of
united journalism in the
freedom movement. Prof
Tripathi announced that the
book will be edited by Dr
Pranab Kumar Saha and
Rittwick Kr Mallick, eminent
researchers.

Director General, National
Library of India, Dr Ajay
Pratap Singh was the chief
guest of the seminar. Dr Singh

lauded the efforts of the
Central University of Odisha
to highlight the role of Press
in national movement in the
Amrit Kaal. Dr Singh invited
the CUO for further academic
collaboration.

The resource persons who
joined the seminar were
eminent academics, journalists
and researchers from the States
of Odisha, West Bengal,
Bihar,Assam, Rajasthan, New
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Uttarakhand, Jammu
and Kashmir.

Stir for med college on 19th

Agltators resort

to ‘economic
blockade’

RAJESH BEHERA
m  KENDRAPADA

D emanding a medical
college and hospital (MCH) at
Kendrapada district,
intellectuals, social activists
and senior citizens along with
leaders of different political
parties under the fold of the
Kendrapada Zilla Medical
College and Hospital Pratistha
Milita Kriyanusthan
Committee has been carrying
out fast-unto-death in front of

aGandhi statue at Garapur since
September 5.

The agitators on Saturday
resorted to an 'economic
blockade' by staling traffic on
the State and National
Highways in the district.

Though BJD MLA Sashi

’ - s

Bhushan Behera expressed his
solidarity with the agitators, he
failed to give any promise on
the issue. He only assured to
raise the issue in the Assembly.

Though 19 days have passed
to the agitation, there has been

no discussion with the

INBRIEF

LIONS CLUB B’PUR SILKS HOLDS READING ACTION PROG

Brahmapur: The Lions Club Brahmapur Silks organised a read-
ing action programme by distributing notebooks, pencils, cut-
ters, erasers and chocolates to all tiny students of nursery, LKG,

Panigrahy and Bijaylaxmi were

Balanga: The Balanga College
NSS Wing organised a blood
donation camp at the college

Medical Officer Dr Sunil Kumar
Mallick inaugurated the camp.

as chief guest. College Principal
Pravat Kumar Sahoo managed
the camp. NSS

nated the camp.

Jodaa: The Kalamang and g
Gandhalpada Project of Tata
Steel has received 'Best CSR
Leadership Award' at the 8th
Edition of Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) Sum-
mit &  Awards-2023
organised by UBS Forums

UKG at Kids Planet Play School, Brajnagar 2nd line. Lion P
Dharma Rao, Deputy PRO Lions District 322C4 team leader
Devi Prabha Rath, president Kumudini Choudhury, secretary
Sunita Sahu, P Sandhya and Namita Padhi coordinated the
programme. School Principal Sunita Rani Sabat, teachers Suchitra

OUTREACH PROG FOR VEER NARIS IN GANJAM

Brahmapur: An AWWA outreach programme for the Veer Naris
was organised by Army Air Defence on Saturday. The Veer
Naris of Ganjam and adjoining districts were provided assis-
tance at their doorsteps. The Chairperson, Family Welfare
Organisation, Army Air Defence Centre and Records visited
the houses of Veer Naris at Brahmapur and interacted with
them for resolution of their problems. Ten Veer Naris of Ganjam
district were presented with SPARSH installed smartphones
during a felicitation ceremony at Brahmapur. A familiarisation
capsule was also conducted by Army Air Defence Records.

BLOOD DONATION CAMP AT BALANGA COLI.EGE

premises on Friday. Balanga |

Balanga police station OIC
Dibya Ranjan Panda joined by |

Wing |
Programme Officer Manas Ranjan Mohanty, Balabhdra Rath
and education department head Dr Prados Kumar Pati coordi-

BALANGA POLICE IN ACTION MOOD BEFORE FESTIVAL SEASON

Balanga: The Balanga police are in action mood before festival
season to control law and order. Police have launched a drive of
checking bikes and other vehicles. They collected fine of Rs
14,000 in one day. As per direction of Puri SP K Visal Singh,
Balanga OIC Dibya Ranjan Panda conducted the raid along
with his staffs on Friday night and seized 22 litres of illegal
foreign liquor and arrested one person in this connection.

TATA STEEL PROJECT WINS CSR LEADERSHIP AWARD

Al
in New Delhi. Sanjay Sardar, Unit Lead, Tata Steel Foundation,
and Tejinder Singh, Asst Manager, HR, Kalamang &
Gandhalpada Project, received the award on behalf of the com-
pany. The event, held annually, serves as a platform to acknowl-
edge and celebrate organisations and individuals who have dem-
onstrated exemplary dedication for CSR initiatives.

present.

TNNER
s

Assns hold V|shwakarma Pula InParadip

PNS = PARADIP

The East India Oil Refinery
Workers' Union (EIORWU)
held the Vishwakarma Puja
from September 17 to 23. The
festivities commenced with
the worship of the Lord
following traditional rituals
thatincluded the consecration
of the idol and Vedic
ceremonies.

Each evening till Friday was
marked by cultural and
entertainment programmes.
The Jagatsinghpur District
Truck Owners' Association
and the Paradip Port Land
Losers Farmers' Union and
Dumper Owners' Association
also observed the puja with
much fanfare.

Government so far. The
agitators alleged that for the
development of the State
thousands of people of the
district have provided their land
for setting up of the Paradip-
Daitary Expressway and the
Paradip-Haridaspur railway line.
In return, accidents have
become a regular feature on the
road and the worst sufferers are
the people of the district as
thousands of lives are lost. As
the Paradip has become a hub
of industrialisation, the
poisonous gas along with
discharge of effluents from the
industries has made the people
of the district suffer like

The event was attended by
EIORWU president Santosh
Kumar Pattnaik, who presided

over the proceedings.
Members of these associations
and guests joined in the
celebrations, partaking in the
divine prasad. The
culminating Bisarjan
(immersion) festival was
observed with great pomp and
enthusiasm on Saturday.

day in Kendrapada

anything. Due to paucity of
funds, the parents are unable to
provide money to their
meritorious children for getting
admission in medical colleges
outside. The ruling BJD under
theleadership of Naveen Patnaik
has announced plans to set up
medical colleges and hospitals
(MCH) in several districts. The
State Government has also
provided a MCH at Jajpur. But
it is purely unfortunate that
the district is deprived of such
a project, committee president
Ajay Samal lamented. The
committee launched a
padayatra over the issue from
Saturday.
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PNS B NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said in
International Lawyers
Conference that Citizens
should feel that “ the law
belongs to them” and that
Government is trying to draft
new laws in India “in simple
language” Inaugurating the Bar
Council of India's (BCI) two-
day “International Lawyers
Conference 2023” he also
flagged concerns about cyber
terrorism and money launder-
ing besides the use of artificial
intelligence for destructive pur-
poses.

Chief Justice of India (CJI)
DY Chandrachud was the
chief guest of the programme.

Modi said these dangers do
not recognise borders and
jurisdiction and called for col-
laborative efforts among legal
frameworks of different coun-
tries to deal with them.

"When danger is global,
then the manner to deal with
it should also be global," he
said.

The prime minister cited
the example of cooperation
between air traffic control sys-

tems of all countries to ensure
air travel and said preparing a
global framework to deal with
these dangers is not about one
government or country.

Besides CJI, Union Law
Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal,
Lord Chancellor and Secretary
of State for Justice of the United
Kingdom Alex Chalk KC,
Attorney General for India R
Venkataramani, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, Bar
Council of India chairman and
senior advocate Manan Kumar
Mishra and others, including
several judges of the apex
court, were present at the event.

Commenting on the legal
system, he said the language
used to write laws and in the
judicial process plays a big
role in ensuring justice.

"We in the Indian govern-
ment are thinking that law
should be produced in two
ways. One draft will be in the
language you are used to," he
said to the audience drawn
from the legal field. "The sec-
ond draft will be in a language
which the country's common
man can understand. He
should consider the law his

own.

Modi said there had been
a practice of drafting laws in a
complex manner.

One of the aspects of jus-
tice delivery on which there is
very little discussion is the
language and the simplicity of
law, the prime minister noted.

He said the government is
trying to make laws simple and
understandable to the common
man but the system has been
born and brought up in the
same framework and he was
trying to pull it out of that.

Modi said that he has a lot
to do and a lot of time for it. "So
I will keep doing it," he said.

"We have made the first
beginning in the Data
Protection law," the prime min-
ister said, referring to attempts
to draft laws in simple lan-
guage. He also welcomed the
Supreme Court's decision to
provide the operative part of a
judgment to the litigant in his
language.

Dubbing the Indian Penal
Code and the Evidence Act as
colonial-ear laws, the govern-
ment had recently introduced
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita and the Bharatiya

forr

A

Sakshya Bill to replace the
IPC, Evidence Act and the
Code of Criminal Procedure.

Referring to the passage of
the women's reservation bill in
Parliament, he said this will
give new direction and energy
to women-led development.
He also spoke of the G20
Summit and the successful
Chandrayaan mission.

With India working hard
to achieve the goal of becom-
ing a developed country by
2047, it requires the base of a
strong and impartial justice sys-
tem, he said. Impartial justice
has a big role in the growing
faith of the world in India,

Modi added.

Speaking on alternate dis-
pute resolution, the prime min-
ister said with the increasing
complexity of commercial
transactions, the ADR mecha-
nism has gained currency all
over the world.

To systematise the informal
tradition of dispute resolution
in India, the government has
enacted a law on mediation.
Similarly, Lok Adalats are also
playing a big role and they have
settled nearly seven lakh cases
in the last six years.

Speaking on the occasion,
CJI Chandrachud said institu-
tional collaboration is the pre-

cursor to solution finding while
adjudicating judicial questions
and it also plays a significant
role in increasing access to jus-
tice.

He said it is utopian to
think that there will be a day
when "we find perfect solutions
with no challenges to the jus-
tice delivery".

"However, it is definitively
not utopian to aspire for a
world where nations, institu-
tions and most importantly
individuals are open to engage
with and learn from one anoth-
er without feeling threatened or
belittled," Chandrachud ssaid.

He said that while the
Constitution provides for sep-
aration of power among the
legislature, the executive and
the judiciary, it also creates a
space for institutions to learn
from each other and deliver
justice.

"Institutional collaboration
is a precursor to solution find-
ing not only while adjudicating
judicial questions but it also
plays a significant role in
increasing access to justice,"
Justice Chandrachud said.

In his speech, the CJI said
that instead of addressing spe-

nation

Citizens should feel law belongs to them: Modi

cific challenges to justice deliv-
ery, he seeks to present an
"umbrella framework" to
address these challenges and
find innovative solutions.

Referring to engagement
between nations, institutions
and individuals, Justice
Chandrachud said, "It is in this
engagement that I believe lies
the framework to find usual
solutions."

Knowledge sharing is a
two-way street and decisions of
the Indian Supreme Court are
being regularly cited and relied
upon by foreign courts, he
said.

"At the administrative level
too, the Indian judiciary must
remain receptive to collabo-
rating with various nations.
India has played a pivotal role
by constructing the Supreme
Court buildings in Mauritius
and in Bhutan," the CJI said.

He said that drafting of the
Constitution of India by the
Constituent Assembly is a clas-
sic example of engaging beyond
partisan lines.

"We find the same bi-par-
tisan effort and this is some-
thing to which we, as citizens
of India must be proud, has

gone into the passing of the
women's reservation bill in

Parliament recently,” Justice
Chandrachud said.
He further said, "In our

tendency to emphasise differ-
ences, we often forget the abun-
dant examples of collaboration
between institutions to fur-
ther the interest of justice. This
holds true not only in lofty con-
stitutional challenges but more
frequently in the everyday
interaction between the courts
and the government."

Citing an example, the CJI
said a constitution bench of the
Supreme Court is presently
hearing a challenge pertaining
to whether a person holding a
driving licence for light motor
vehicles can drive a commer-
cial vehicle under the Motor
Vehicles Act.

"Instead of viewing the
case as an adversarial challenge,
the court and the government
are collaborating to protect
the livelihoods of millions of
drivers across the country,” he
said, adding that the ultimate
aim of different institutions is
the same and that is the
progress and prosperity of the
nation.

Jaishankar holds talks with Quad
leaders on VISlt to attend UNGA

PIONEER NEWS
SERVICE/AGENCIES B NEW
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xternal Affairs S Jaishankar

has commenced his nine-
day visit to the United Nations
and the US by holding bilater-
al and multilateral meetings
with his global counterparts.
He exchanged views on
strengthening bilateral ties and
issues of common concern as
he arrived in New York for the
United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) session.

Jaishankar hit the ground
running shortly after landing in
New York early Friday morn-
ing, beginning his hectic
schedule for the day with the
Quad Foreign Ministers meet-
ing with US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, Australian
Foreign Minister Penny Wong
and Japanese Foreign Minister
Yoko Kamikawa.

A joint readout of the
Quad Foreign Ministers'
Meeting issued after the meet-
ing reaffirmed the group's
“unwavering support for the
United Nations, the enduring
importance of upholding
mutually determined rules,
norms, and standards, and to
deepen Quad cooperation in
the international system”.

Jaishankar held bilateral
discussions with Kamikawa,
Japan's new top diplomat and

exchanged perspectives on “our
Special Strategic and Global
Partnership.

“Delighted to meet Foreign
Minister of Japan Yoko
Kamikawa at #UNGA7S.
Discussed our regional, multi-
lateral and global cooperation
and taking them forward,
Jaishankar said on X.

Jaishankar also met Wong
for bilateral discussions. "Great
to catch up with FM
@SenatorWong of Australia
on #UNGA78 sidelines. Noted
the positive trajectory of our
ties and discussed specific steps
to take them further. Our
exchange of regional and glob-
al assessments are always valu-
able”

Later, he held discussions
with South African Foreign
Minister Naledi Pandor and
Brazilian Foreign Minister
Mauro Vieira under the IBSA

(Ind1a, Brazﬂ and South Africa)
grouping.

“A very productive IBSA
meeting with Foreign Ministers
Mauro Vieira and Naledi
Pandor on #UNGA78 side-
lines. The Joint Communique
demonstrates the strength of
our South-South solidarity,”
he said.

In a heartwarming ges-
ture, Pandor and Vieira
applauded and congratulated
India when Jaishankar told
them about the passage of the
landmark Women's
Reservation Bill in the Indian
Parliament.

In his bilateral meeting
with the Foreign Minister of
Bahrain, Dr Abdullatif bin
Rashid Al Zayani, Jaishankar
said he had a “good conversa-
tion on connectivity, econom-
ic linkages and regional
dynamics”.

Coast Guard
conducts 2-day
conjoined exercise
Sagar Kavach
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Coast W
Guard con- &3
ducted a two-day conjoined
exercise Sagar Kavach for the
State of Odisha and West
Bengal to validate the effec-
tiveness of coastal security
mechanism along the Odisha
and West Bengal coast. The
exercise commenced on
Thursday and ended on
Friday, Coast Guard officials
said here on Saturday.

The main aim of the exer-
cise was to evaluate the
threats emanating from sea-
ward in present geo-political
scenario and validate existing
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) of all
stakeholders for enhanced
coastal security mechanism.

The exercise was also
aimed at checking the effica-
cy of layered security arrange-
ments i.e air-surveillance,
deep sea patrol by bigger
ships of Coast Guard and
Navy and close coast patrol by
Coast Guard Interceptor
Boats, boats of Marine Police,
Central Industrial Security
Force(CISF), Customs and
Forest department.

One Nation, One Election panel to seek
views of parties, Law Commission

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

The high-level committee
on simultaneous elections
headed by former president
Ram Nath Kovind in its first
meeting on Saturday decided to
invite political parties and the
Law Commission to seek their
views on holding synchronised
polls in the country.

Home Minister Amit Shah,
Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal, former Leader of
the Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Ghulam Nabi Azad, former
Finance Commission chair-
man N K Singh, former Lok
Sabha secretary general
Subhash C Kashyap and former
chief vigilance commissioner
Sanjay Kothari attended the
meeting.

The committee, according
to a statement said, decided to
invite recognised national par-
ties, parties having govern-
ments in states, those having
their representatives in
Parliament, other recognised
state parties "for seeking sug-
gestions/view points on the
issue of simultaneous elections
in the country".

In addition, the committee
will also invite the Law
Commission for its sugges-
tions and view points on the
issue of simultaneous elec-

tions, a law ministry state-
ment said.

Noted lawyer Harish Salve
joined the meeting virtually.

Congress leader in the Lok
Sabha  Adhir  Ranjan
Chowdhury was not present in
the meeting, the statement
noted.

After he was named in the
committee, Chowdhury had
written to Shah "declining to
serve on the committee".

The government had, on
September 2, notified the eight-
member "high-level" panel to
examine and make recom-
mendations at the earliest on
the issue of holding simulta-
neous elections to the Lok
Sabha, state assemblies, munic-
ipalities and panchayats.

Describing the meeting as
introductory in nature, people
aware of the details said it was
called to discuss the roadmap
on how to go about the man-
date given to the panel.

Preparat1on of working
papers, how to go about hold-
ing consultations with the
stakeholders and research on
the subject for an in-depth dis-
cussion were also on the agen-
da of the meeting.

The government notifica-
tion said the panel will com-
mence functioning immedi-
ately and make recommenda-
tions "at the earliest”, but has
not specify a time-frame for the
submission of the report.

The decision to have a
committee under former pres-
ident Kovind had caught oppo-
sition bloc INDIA, holding its
conclave in Mumbai on
September 1, by surprise and
further raised the political heat.

The opposition alliance
had slammed the decision as a
"threat” to the country's feder-
al structure.

The committee will exam-
ine and recommend specific
amendments to the

Constitution, the
Representation of the People
Act and any other laws and
rules that would require
amendments for the purpose of
holding simultaneous elections.

It has also been tasked to
suggest a framework for syn-
chronisation of elections and
"specifically suggest the phas-
es and time-frame within
which simultaneous elections
may be held if they cannot be
held in one go...."

It will also examine and
recommend if the amendments
to the Constitution would
require to be ratified by the
states.

Certain amendments to
the Constitution require a rat-
ification by at least 50 per cent
of the state assemblies.

The committee will also
analyse and recommend pos-
sible solutions to scenarios
such as a hung house, the
adoption of a no-confidence
motion or defection or any
such event in case of simulta-
neous elections.

The panel has also been
asked to recommend "neces-
sary safeguards for ensuring the
continuity of the cycle of simul-
taneous elections and recom-
mend necessary amendments
to the Constitution so that the
cycle of simultaneous elections
is not disturbed".

Controversy erupts in RS over
Sloganeermg N visitors gallry

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA B
NEW DELHI

fter the political fracas

from Lok Sabha over the
Ramesh Bidhuri-Danish Ali
row, now a controversy has
erupted in Rajya Sabha as
political sloganeering alleged-
ly happened in the visitors
gallery soon after the “Women
Reservation Bill” was passed in
the night of Thursday which in
complete violation of rules and
regulations of the visitors man-
ual of the Parliament.

This took place where even
‘whispering’ is not allowed by
the guarding marshals at every
two row of seatings.

It might be noted that dur-
ing the two days of Parliament
proceedings women visitors
including female artists and
actress were in full occupancy
in both the house-Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha- to witness the
introduction, discussion and
then the passage of the historic
women reservation bill as
known as Nari Shakti Vandan
Vidhiniyam.

Sources said female visitors
including college and school
going students from neigh-
bouring states of Rajasthan,
Haryana, Punjab, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh visited
Parliament to witness the pro-
ceedings.

Rajya Sabha member
Priyanka Chaturvedi has writ-
ten to Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankar that a group of peo-
ple sitting in the Visitor’s
Gallery was heard sloganeer-
ing, creating a ruckus in the
precincts of the House.

“The incident in question
not only caused a commotion
but also raised serious ques-
tions about the enforcement of
rules and regulations within the
esteemed House. I write to you
with grave concern and deep
disappointment regarding the
shocking incident that unfold-
ed in the Rajya Sabha on
September 21, 2023, during the
Special Session,” Chaturvedi
said in her letter a copy of
which is with The Pioneer.

A senior Parliament official
said stringent security mea-
sures are followed and marshals
are deployed to restrict the vis-
itors from doing any activities,
talking etc.

“This incident occurred in
clear violation of Rule 264,
which explicitly outlines the
conduct expected of individu-
als in the Visitor’s Gallery dur-
ing parliamentary sessions,’
official said.

As per the rules and con-
duct of business proposition in
the Parliament, Rule 264 of the
Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Rajya

Sabha lays out the regulations
for visitors.

“Admission to Visitors'
Galleries of Rajya Sabha is
regulated by the regulations
made in pursuance of Rule 264
of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Rajya
Sabha. Under the regulations,
a member can apply for a vis-
itor's card for a person who is
known to him personally or in
select cases, for those who
have been introduced to the
member by a person who is
personally known to him. It is
in the latter class of cases that
members are to exercise utmost
care. Members are advised to
bear in mind that they are
responsible for any untoward
incident or undesirable thing
happening in the galleries as a
result of anything done by
holders of cards issued at the
request of such members.

Chaturvedi has allege that
over 50 visitors were able to
raise slogans in favour of the
treasury benches and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is a
matter of grave concern.

“In response to this serious
breach, Members from the
opposition parties walked out
in protest” the Shiv Sena
(Uddhav) leader said.

Through the letter
Chaturvedi has urged the
Chairman that the incident be
thoroughly investigated to
identify how such a breach of
security and decorum was pos-
sible within the confines of the
Rajya Sabha.

The individual responsible
for the disruption must be
held accountable for their
actions. Any MP found to be
involved in facilitating this
incident should also face appro-
priate consequences, the
Member of the Opposition
bloc India said.

A day earlier the usage of
unparliamentary words by Lok
Sabha BJP MP Ramesh Bidhuri
on BSP MP Danish Ali came to
the fore and went viral on social
media fuelling enough political
scramble across the country.
Ruling BJP and Opposition
members have condemned the
act by Bidhuri.

BJP MP blames
BSP’s Danish for

PNS B NEW DELHI

B]P leader Nishikant Dubey
on Saturday blamed BSP
MP Danish Ali of providing
provocation to the party MP
Ramesh Biduri to make
derogatory comments against
the former in the Lok Sabha on
Thursday and asked Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla to also
probe the "unsavoury" conduct
and remarks of Ali in the lower
house.

In a letter to Speaker ,
Dubey accused Ali of offering
arunning commentary during
Bidhuri's speech in Lok Sabha
and making unsavoury
remarks aimed at instigating
him to lose his composure.

Dubey, a Lok Sabha mem-
ber, alleged that Ali also made
a "highly objectionable and
blasphemous" remark against
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. He used "neech" barb,
the BJP leader claimed, saying
it was more than enough for
"any patriotic public represen-
tative to lose his calm and fall
into his trap by uttering
unsavoury words."

Dubey was, however, cate-
gorical in condemning
Bidhuri's comments, saying no

provokmg Bidhuri

| Syl

2 a
decent society can justify them
and they cannot be condemned
enough.

"But the Lok Sabha
Speaker should also probe the
unsavoury remarks and con-
duct of Danish Ali. Under Lok
Sabha rules, obstructing anoth-
er MP during the time allotted
to him, speaking while sitting
and giving a running com-
mentary also call for punish-
ment," he posted on X.

In his letter, Dubey said
TMC and DMK members also
made comments about faith of
another community.

What he has written is a
verifiable fact, he claimed.

If Bidhuri has committed
an inappropriate act, then other
members, including Ali, have
also contributed in spreading
enmity amongst communities.

"L, therefore, request you to
constitute an 'Inquiry
Committee' to investigate the
utterances made by various
members during the said dis-
cussion and also to inquire the
extent of culpability of various
other members of Parliament
in instigating our citizens by
way of their comments made in
the House," he wrote to the
Speaker.

‘Malnutrition prevention
needs multi-disciplinary,
integrated approach’

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

Prevention of anemia and
malnutrition requires an
integrated multi-disciplinary
approach with public-private
partnerships and stakeholder
engagement, usage of tech-
nologies among others, experts
from the sector said on
Saturday at an event here.

The suggestions came
amid concerns that despite
several efforts of the govern-
ment, 67.1 per cent children
below the age of 5 continue to
grapple with anaemia and 57
per cent of women between the
age of 15 and 49 are anaemic as
has been indicated by the
National Family Health Survey
(NFHS)-5.

The 2-day conference
which began Friday witnessed
participation of senior officials
from the Union Health
Ministry such as Roli Singh,
Additional Secretary, Dr Zoya
Ali Rizvi, Deputy
Commissioner, Nutrition
Division and Basant Kar, also
known as Nutrition Man of
India along with key public
health experts and researchers.

Yugal Kishore Joshi,
Director Mission Life, Niti
Aayog called for taking a cue
from Singapore which by using
an integrated approach, turned
itself from a water starved
country to water resilient
leader. “India should also use a
similar strategy to tackle
Anaemia to improve the pub-
lic health system”

The participants also dis-

cussed the role of state and wel-
fare schemes in improving the
nutrition outcomes, and that
factors like mother’s education,
age, income, and occupation
affect the maternal and child
nutrition.

Responding to the reason
for lack of funds for longer
duration health and nutrition
interventions, Meera Satpathy,
Founder and Chairperson,
Sukarya said that “The gov-
ernment, corporates and non-
profits NGOs should urgently
come together and engage with
communities to strengthen dis-
tribution of maternal and child
healthcare to the last-mile”

Talking about the role of
data, technologies and imple-
mentation research in maternal
and child nutrition interven-
tions, the panelists deliberated
threadbare on lack of clear
regulations and guidelines for
the use of Al in healthcare,
using diverse training data to
mitigate bias and combine
technology with human inter-
vention at adequate touch-
points.

Talking about maternal
and child health services in
Kenya, Dr Kirk Tickell (Faculty
at the University of
Washington's Department of
Global Health) shared how it’s
important to include men in
families and sensitize them
about the importance of mater-
nal and child healthcare
because when it comes to patri-
archal settings, they still play a
key role in deciding crucial
things pertaining to women’s
reproductive health.
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Two big semicon

ductor proposals

under process, says Vaishnaw

PTI H SANAND

Two big semiconductor pro-
posals are under process
and expected to take shape in the
coming few months, Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said
on Saturday.

Without divulging specifics
of the proposals, the minister
said the projects will focus on a
special area where India can
emerge as a leader at the global
level.

While speaking with PTI on
the sidelines of the ground-
breaking ceremony of Micron's
semiconductor plant, Vaishnaw
said that the global semiconduc-
tor company is noticing the
progress made by India in the
segment and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's capability to
execute large and complex pol-
icy decisions.

"This has developed India as
a major trusted geography in
which global industry players
want to come. We can see in the
coming few months at least two
more large semiconductor pro-
posals taking shape," Vaishnaw
said.

He said that there are some
specific areas where India can
take the lead and the focus of the
semiconductor projects will be

in areas that can help the coun-
try export technology to other
parts of the world.

The minister said that the

Union Minister for Railways and Electronics & Information Technology Ashwini

Vaishnaw, leaders and officials from Micron Technology and Tata Project during a
‘Ground Breaking Ceremony’ at Micron Technology, in Sanand, Gujarat.

(Insert) Vaishnaw addresses during the ‘Ground Breaking Ceremony’

PTI

Micron plant, for which con-
struction has started, will start
producing the first chip from
December 2024 onwards.
Memory chip maker Mic-
ron in June announced setting
up a semiconductor assembly
and test plant in Gujarat entail-
ing a total investment of USD
2.75 billion (around Rs 22,540
crore). Micron will invest up to
USD 825 million in setting up

the plant in two phases and the
rest of the investment will come
from the Centre and the state
government.

The company has roped in
Tata Projects for phased con-
struction of the new assembly
and test facility in Sanand.

Phase 1 will include 500,000
square feet of planned clean-
room space, and will start to
become operational in late 2024.

The minister said semiconduc-
tor demand is expected to grow
to Rs 5 lakh crore in coming
years from about Rs 2 lakh crore.

"India is already a very large
design hub. With manufacturing
coming to India, the entire
process and value chain will
come to our country and Bharat
will become a major semicon-
ductor hub in coming years,"
Vaishnaw said.

Micron Senior Vice Presi-
dent Gursharan Singh at the
event said that the company has
boarded the first set of 34
employees for the plant.

Five suppliers of Micron
including SIMTEC are evaluat-
ing possibilities to set up their
plant in India, according to
government officials.

Minister of State for Electro-
nics and IT Rajeev Chandra-
sekhar said that the Micron
facility in Gujarat marks the
beginning of an exciting journey
in India's semiconductor ecosys-
tem, in making India a semicon-
ductor nation. "Micron's state-
of-the-art modern facility will
serve as a beacon for all
investors, manufacturers, and
participants in the global semi-
conductor ecosystem, encourag-
ing them to partner with India,"
Chandrasekhar said.
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"TRAI moots PLI scheme to
spur telecom gear production

PTI W NEW DELHI

TRAI has mooted 'concurrent
PLI scheme' focussing on
components and sub-assembly
manufacturing to facilitate col-
laborated production activities,
as it released an extensive set of
recommendations to promote
manufacturing of networking
and telecom gear in India
through tax benefit, dedicated
master fund and other sweeten-
ers.

With a sharp gaze on goals
of scaling domestic production
and local value addition in glob-
al value chains, TRAI in its rec-
ommendations favoured addi-
tional two per cent benefit under
the design-led PLI scheme for
product lines meeting a certain
criteria, while also talking of a
dedicated 'Networking and
Telecommunications Equip-
ment Development' fund.

In order to spur innovation
and encourage industry's drive
towards beneficially owned res-
ident Intellectual Property
Rights (IPRs), lower corporate
income tax has also been recom-
mended. This would apply if the
enterprise is continuously enga-
ged in R&D driven manufactur-
ing and attains half of its turn-
over based on IPRs owned,
TRAI said in its recommenda-
tions.

A dedicated Telecom Soft-

ware Development Fund w1th
initial committed corpus of Rs
1,000 crore should be established
under Public-Private Partner-
ship mode with Rs 3,000 crore
minimum corpus, by seeking
participation from venture cap-
ital funds, TRAI said.

"In context of PLI scheme,
TRAI has recommended that
there should be a concurrent PLI
scheme focussing over compo-
nents and sub-assembly manu-
facturing to facilitate collaborat-
ed manufacturing activities.
Further, the schemes should
imbibe local value addition
norms in its future-format and
higher incentives proportionate
to value addition should be
available," a TRAI release said.

Under the design-led PLI
scheme, it said, beyond the one
per cent benefit, another slab of
additional two per cent benefit

be introduced for such product
lines that yield minimum local
value-addition of 75 per cent
where the components by value
terms, used in the manufactur-
ing of the specific end products
are manufactured in India.

Telecom Service Providers
(TSPs) should be nudged to
deploy indigenously manufac-
tured equipment by reducing
their Applicable Gross Revenues
on annual net basis, by an
amount equivalent to the aggre-
gate certified value of such
indigenous products deployed in
respective telecom networks
during a financial year.

This shall widen market
access for indigenous manufac-
turers, TRAI reasoned.

Apart from the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
and Preferential Market Access
(PMA), the formula suggested
by the sector regulator to the
government also touched upon
areas like catering to financing
requirement, tax relief, promot-
ing entrepreneurship, telecom
products development clusters,
and treating 'telecom software'
as a separate product category.

"To spur innovation and to
encourage industry's drive
towards beneficially owned res-
ident Intellectual Property
Rights (IPRs), lower corporate
income tax has also been recom-
mended.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TRAI recommends

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that our client intends to enter
into a transaction with Elan Limited and certain other land
owning / collaborator / developer entities in relation to lands
situated at Sector- 66, 67, 70, 84 and 106 Gurugram, Haryana
{mentioned in schedule below).
If any person / entity / Bank or Financial Institution having or
claiming any right, title, claim, benefit, estate, share, demand
or interest of any nature whatsoever in respect of these lands
or any part thereof by way of sale, transfer, exchange,
assignment, charge, gift, covenant, trust, license, tenancy,
share, sub-tenancy, inheritance, claim, let, lease, sub-lease,
lien, mortgage, easement, devise, bequest, hypothecation,
encumbrance, possession, development rights, possession in
part performance, partnership, family arrangement/
settlement, fis pendens, decree or order of any Court of Law or
otherwise howsoever by operation of law or otherwise, is
hereby called upon to make the same known in writing, with
notarized documentary proof, to the undersigned within 15
(fifteen) days from the date of publication of this notice, failing
which it shall be presumed that no adverse right, title, interest,
share, claim or demand of any nature whatsoever exists info
or upon or in respect of the these lands and the title and
possession of the owners mentioned below to the these lands
is clear and marketable.
SCHEDULE
Project Elan Empire (RERA registration number 37 of 2021)
being developed on plot Commercial 1 in Project Marbella
having land area measuring 1.4625 acres at Sector - 66,
Gurugram (Village Maidawas, Tehsil Badshahpur) comprised
in Rectangle No. 17 Killa Nos. 4/2/1min (0-5), 7/2 (4-10),
13min (2-9), 14/1min (2-5) and 14/2/1min (2-5) owned by Elan
City LLP [part of License No. 97 dated 18.11.2010 issued by
DTCP Haryana).
Project Elan Epic (RERA registration number 30 of 2018)
having land area measuring 4 acres at Sector- 70, Gurugram
(Village and Tehsil Badshahpur) comprised in Rectangle No.
78 Killa Nos. 17/2 (2-4), 17/1 (5-16), 18min (6-10), 23/1 {2-1),
23/2 (4-16), 24/1 (2-1) 25/1 (3-16) and 24/2 {4-16) owned by
Elan Limited [part of License No. 148 dated 02.08.2008 issued
by DTCP Haryana].
Project Elan Town Centre (RERA registration number 23 of
2018) having land area measuring 1.733 acres at Sector- 67,
Gurugram (Village and Tehsil Badshahpur) comprised in
Rectangle No. 123 Killa Nos. 17/1 (4-19), 17/2 (0-19), 24/3 (0-
14),18/1(0-16.67), 24/1/1 (0-9), 24/1/3 (0-10) and 24/2 (5-10}
owned by Elan Buildcon Private Limited [part of License No.
84 dated 28.08.2012issued by DTCP Haryana].
Project Elan Miracle (RERA registration number 190 of
2017) having land area measuring 5.91875 acres at Sector-
84, Gurugram (Village Hayatpur and Tehsil Gurugram)
comprised in Rectangle No. 64 Killa No. 23/2 (2-7), Rectangle
No. 65 Killa Nos. 3/3 (3-4), 4 (7-6), 7 (6-18), 8 (8-0), 13 (3-18),
21212 (6-4), 3/1 (4-11), 9/1 (4-19) owned by Elan Buildcon
Private Limited [part of License No. 34 dated 12.06.2014
issued by DTCP Haryana].
Land measuring 24.43 acres at Sector - 106, Gurugram
(Vilage Pawla Khusrupur Tehsil Kadipur) comprised in
Rectangle No. 18 Killa Nos. 21 (8-0) and 22/2 (4-0}, Rectangle
No. 19 Killa Nos. 24 (8-0), 25 (8-0), 16/2 (4-0), 23 (8-0), 22/2
(4-0) and 22/1 (3-1), Rectangle No. 21 Killa No. 5 (5-12),
Rectangle No. 22 Killa Nos. 4 (8-0), 13 (8-0), 3 (8-0), 18/2 (3-
5), 8 (8-0), 14 (8-7), 1/1 (6-5), 1/2/1 (0-12), 2/1/1 (1-0), 2/3 (3-
3),9/1 (4-8), 12/2 (5-3), 18/3 (1-3), 5 (7-3), 6 (8-0), 15/1 (4-0),
27 (0-17), 7 (8-0), 1/2/2 (1-3), 2/1/2 (0-10), 2/2 (2-7), 9/2 (3-
12), 10 (5-16) and 12/1 (2-0), Rectangle No. 23 Killa Nos. 1 (8-
0}, 2 (8-0), 3 (4-7), 9/2 (3-9) and 10 (7-13) owned by Elan
Avenue Limited [part of License No. 80 dated 17.8.2012
issued by DTCP Haryana].
Land measuring 5.45 acres at Sector - 106, Gurugram (Village
Pawla Khusrupur Tehsil Kadipur) comprised in Rectangle No.
17 Killa Nos. 20/2 (1-18), 21/1/1 (1-18) and 21/2/1 (4-12),
Rectangle No. 18 Killa Nos. 16/1/2 (2-7), 16/2 (4-9), 24 (4-0),
25/1 (6-5) and 25/2 (0-17), Rectangle No. 23 Killa No. 5/2 (3-
16) and Rectangle No. 24 Killa Nos. 10/1 (6-4) and 1 (8-0)
owned by Elan Avenue Limited [part of License No. 79 dated
17.08.2012 issued by DTCP Haryana).
Land measuring 1.075 acres at Sector - 106, Gurugram
(Vilage Pawla Khusrupur Tehsil Kadipur) comprised in
Rectangle No. 24. Killa Nos. 9/2 (5-4) and 2/1/1 (3-8) owned
by Elan Avenue Limited [part of License No. 11 dated
12.03.2013 issued by DTCP Haryana].
Land measuring 10.7206 acres at Sector - 106, Gurugram
(Village Pawla Khusrupur, Tehsil Kadipur) comprised in
Rectangle Ne. 17 Killa Nos. 20 (6-2), 21/1 (0-2) and 22/1/1 (0
3-7), Rectangle No.18 Killa Nos. 16/1 (0-4), 16/2 (1-0), 24 (2-
13), 14 (7-2), 18/1 (7-6), 15/1 (3-6), 13/2 (1-5), 17 (8-0), 23 (6-
0)and 27 (1-7), Rectangle No. 19 Killa Nos. 19/1 (5-12), 20 (8-
0),21/1(7-16) and 21/2 (0-4), Rectangle 20 Killa Nos.16 (8-0)
and 25 (8-0), Rectangle No. 22 Killa Nos. 26 (0-17) and
22/1min (0-7) Rectangle No. 23 Killa No. 4/1 (2-0), Rectangle
No. 24 Killa Nos. 2/1/2/1 (0-11) and 2/1/2/2 (0-16) and lands
comprised in Village Daulatabad, Tehsil Kadipur in Rectangle
No. 48 Killa No. 5/15(1-9-1) owned by Elan Avenue Limited.
Agricultural lands measuring 5.06875 acres at Sector — 106,
Gurugram (Village Pawla Khusrupur, Tehsil Kadipur),
comprised in Rectangle No. 23 Killa No. 6/1(6-4), 6/2(1-16),
7(5-15), 14/3(2-0), 15(8-0) 16(5-5), 27(0-11) and Rectangle
No. 24 KillaNo. 10/2(1-16), 11/1{7-0), 20/1(2-4) owned by Kay
Kay Towers Limited Liability Partnership.
Vaibhav Suri / Shivani Panda (Advocates)
Luthra and Luthra Law Offices India
103, Ashoka Estate, Barakhamba Road,
New Delhi - 110001
Ph: 011-41215100
Email ID- vsuri@luthra.com & spanda@Iuthra.com

measures to boost telecom
infra in North Eastern States

TRAI has issued recommen-
dations for bolstering tele-
com infrastructure in North
East, suggesting parleys with the
state governments to harmonise
their respective 'right of way'
policies with related Central
rules, as well as favouring pro-
vision of electricity to telecom
sites on priority at utility tariffs.

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) noted
that while a number of initiatives
have been taken by the govern-
ment to improve telecom con-
nectivity in the northeastern
states, there is still a lack of high-
speed mobile-based internet
and fixed broadband connectiv-
ity, mainly due to the inadequate
transmission bandwidth (opti-
cal fibre, Microwave and satel-
lite). "The Northeast states con-
tinue to grapple with a signifi-
cant digital divide due to vari-
ous reasons such as inhospitable
terrain conditions, poor avail-
ability of power supply, trans-
mission media related limita-
tions, poor return of investment

prospects for TSPs, and Right of
Way (RoW) related issues," the
sector regulator said in a release.

The Northeastern Region
(NER) comprises the states of
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Sikkim, and Tripura
- together they form part of the
East Himalayan region.

The latest recommenda-
tions by TRAI assume signifi-
cance given that while average
tele-density of India (as of April
2023) stood at 84.46 per cent, the
teledensity in Assam state is 71
per cent and that of Northeast
Licensed Service Area consist-
ing of six states of Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, and
Tripura is 79.6 per cent.

The digital divide hampers
the region's socio-economic
growth, restricts access to essen-
tial services and information,
and exacerbates the develop-
mental gap between the
Northeast and the rest of the
country, TRAT noted.

(11:00 AM onwards).
https:/leproc.punjab.gov.

76155/12/2215/2023/28150

Tender Enquiry No. 288/S5(D)-355/Spares

Dy.CE/ Substation Design/ TS Organization, PSPCL, C-1, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL,
Patiala invites E-tender for Design, Manufacture, Testing at firm's works & at
PSPCL site and supply of 2 nos. (Each) ‘Prime mover/ Puller/ Truck of reputed
make suilable Tor pulling trailer along with 62MT Pay Load’ and Trailer for
ransportalion of Heavy Power Transformer/ olher malerial with maximum
Payload Capacity of 62MT from one place to another in Punjab state complete
with all accessories (ready for use in field) along with all the requisite Govt.
clearances, RCs and set of Mtc. tools & tackles. For detailed NIT & Tender
Specification please refer to https:/feproc.punjab.gov.in from 26.09.2023

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.
(Regd. Office PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala)

Corporate Identification No. U40109PB2010SGC033813
website: www.pspcl.in (Contact No. 96461-22185)

Dated: 22.09.2023

Note: Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online at

C-676/23

Dated CHD :- 9/22/2023

US Treasury Secy: India needs to grow at 8% to
make transformatlonal changes In lives of people

PTI B NEW DELHI

India has the potential and should
aim to grow at 8 per cent annual-
ly to bring about transformative
changes in the lives of millions of
people by around 2050, said noted
economist and former US Treasury
Secretary Larry Summers here on
Saturday.

India's GDP growth in 2022-23
was 7.2 per cent as against 9.1 per
cent in 2021-22. According to the
Reserve Bank of India's projec-
tions, India's GDP will likely grow
6.5 per cent in the current fiscal year.

Summers clarified that 8 per
cent growth was not his forecast on

the basis of current policy, but
added, "given India's potential, even
in a more challenging world econ-
omy, I believe that it is an imagin-
able goal.

"...An eightfold expansion in the
economy is transformative in the
lives of hundreds of millions of peo-

ple. T think it is something to target
as India defines its greatness in this
next century."

In his lecture on "The World is
on Fire', organised by the CII in part-
nership with Department of
Economic Affairs (DEA), the emi-
nent economist also dwelt extensive-
ly on climate change and the role of
multilateral development banks.

He said the multilateral devel-
opment banks are immensely
important as international institu-
tions.

On the multilateral develop-
ment bank's (MDB) agenda, DEA
Secretary Ajay Seth said the G20
New Delhi Leaders Declaration

gave a strong call for bigger, better
and more effective MDBs with a
stronger financing capacity as well
as enhanced representation of the
global south.

Chief Economic Advisor V
Anantha Nageswaran was also pre-
sent on the occasion.

Director General at Con-
federation of Indian Industry (CII)
Chandrajit Banerjee said the lead-
ership on the task force for strength-
ening and reforming MDBs was a
crucial part of the work done under
India's G20 presidency, and the
recommendations of the task force
even found place in the G20 com-
munique.

Updater Services garners 3288 cr
from anchor mvestors ahead of IPO

PTI B NEW DELHI

Integrated facilities management
company Updater Services Ltd on
Friday said it has raised Rs 288 crore
from anchor investors days before the
launch of its initial public offering
(IPO).

The firm has allotted 96 lakh
equity shares to 18 funds at Rs 300
apiece, which is also the upper end of
the price band, according to a circu-
lar uploaded on the BSE website late
Friday night.

Among the anchor investors that
participated in the bidding are
Nomura Singapore, Citigroup Global
Markets Mauritius Pvt Ltd, BNP
Paribas Arbitrage, Societe Generale,
ICICI Prudential Mutual Fund (MF),
Bandhan MF and Aditya Birla Sun
Life Insurance Company.

The initial share sale, with a price
band of Rs 280-300 per share, will be
open for public subscription during

September 25-27.

The Rs 640-crore IPO will com-
prise a fresh issue of equity shares
aggregating up to Rs 400 crore and an
Offer for Sale (OFS) of up to 80 lakh
equity shares by a promoter and exist-
ing shareholders.

Under the OFS, Tangi Facility
Solutions Private Ltd, India Business
Excellence Fund-II, and India
Business Excellence Fund-IIA will be
selling shares of the company.

The IPO is expected to fetch Rs

624 crore and Rs 640 crore at the
lower end and upper end of the price
band respectively.

Proceeds from the fresh issue will
be used for payment of debt, funding
working capital requirements, pursu-
ing inorganic initiatives, and gener-
al corporate purposes.

About 75 per cent of the issue size
has been reserved for qualified insti-
tutional investors (QIBs), 15 per cent
for non-institutional investors, and the
remaining 10 per cent for retail
investors. Investors can bid for a min-
imum of 50 equity shares and in mul-
tiples thereof.

The company offers integrated
facilities management services and
business support services to its clients.
It caters to customer segments across
sectors such as FMCG, manufactur-
ing and engineering, BFSI, healthcare,
IT/ITes, automobiles, logistics and
warehousing, airports, ports, infra-
structure, and retail.

Respond to
intimation of past
tax demands for
faster refund: I-T
dept to taxpayers

PTI W NEW DELHI

The income tax department
on Saturday asked taxpay-
ers to respond to intimation
from the I-T department
regarding outstanding demands
of previous years to facilitate
faster clearance of refunds for
2022-23 fiscal.

With some taxpayers taking
to social media about receiving
intimation from the I-T depart-
ment regarding past unsettled
tax demands, the department in
a post on X' said, this is a tax-
payer-friendly measure where
an opportunity is being provid-
ed to assessees in line with
"principles of natural justice".
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Email- cmodhar@mpurban.gov.in

SIDBI signs pact with DLAI to boost fintech sector

wHI%H /5186 /L. W@T/zozs

NIT NO: UAD_2023_310513_ 1 )

AMRUT 2.0 for Nagar Palika Parishad Dhar (M.P.)

o femias 21.09.2023

v 3-fafaer smisor go

Dhar Date: 22.09.2023

Online bid are invited from registered contractors/reputed firm for work of water supply scheme under

of Dhar town under AMRUT 2.0

S. Name of Work Probable Amount | Completion Period In months
No. (In lacs) including Rainy Season
1. | Work of Augmentation Water Supply Scheme 3471.60 24 Months

Interested Bidder can view the detailed NIT on website www.mptenders.gov.in last date of purchase is
07.10.2023 time 17.30 Hrs further details would be published on website only, and not in Newspaper.

wurafd, @i wfafa
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AT i
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The Small Industries Development
Bank of India (SIDBI) on Saturday
said it has inked an agreement with the
Digital Lenders Association of India
(DLAI) to boost the country's fintech
sector. SIDBI and DLAT have signed
a Memorandum of Understanding to
this effect.

The MoU aims for collaborations
with SIDBI to develop standard pro-
tocols to expedite the adoption of dig-
ital lending partnerships including
alliances between banks and Lending
Service Providers (LSPs), co-lending

UTTARAKHAND

Letter No. : 5741/ 962C-03(Yata 'C')/2023
National

Office of the Superintending Engineer
P_\D 3'd Circle, Public Works Department, Pithoragarh

Email : sepwdpth@rediffmail.com

Competitive E-Tender Notice

The Superintending Engineer, 3rd Circle, Public Works Department Pithoragarh invites tender through
E-Tendering (Two Bid System) on behalf of Hon'ble Governor of Uttarakhand for following works. All other
information will be available from date 04-10-2023 at 5.00 Pm onward on website http://www.uktenders.gov.in

Dated : 22/09/2023

Sl Name of Work Earnest | Cost of | Validity Period Contractor’s
No. Money | Tender of Category of
(in Lac) ) Tender | Completion Registration
(day) {months)

1 2 3 4 5 7

1 [ Construction of Chandak-Bans-Awalaghat-| 9.54 |5000.00| 120 Category A & higher
Gangolihat Motor Road with bridge under +G.S.T. for road & bridge
State Sector Constituency Gangolihat District works, in state
Pithoragarh. Govt./ Govt. of India

collaborations among others, accord-
ing to a statement. SIDBI will also pro-
vide resource support to eligible
DLAI member NBFCs and also
explore Assignment and Securitisation
transactions, it added.

"We are happy to work with the
Industry on other important aspects
like standard protocols, customer
protection, grievance redressal, among
others to facilitate faster adoption of
digital lending,” SIDBI CMD
Sivasubramanian Ramann said.

As a part of its business strategy,

VIT-AP UNIVERSITY HOSTS 3RD CONVOCATION

AMARAVATI: VIT-AP University, a renowned institution dedicated to excellence in
education, announced the successful culmination of its 3rd Convocation ceremony,
celebrating the academic accomplishments and achievements of the Class of 2023. The
event took place on Sept 23, 2023 at the university’s picturesque campus, marking a
significant milestone in the journey of the graduating students. The convocation
ceremony was a momentous occasion attended by distinguished guests, esteemed
faculty members, Staff, proud parents, and the graduands themselves. The ceremony
was graced by Dr Justice B Siva Sankara Rao — Chairman, the Judicial Preview
Committee, Govt of AP — as the Chief guest, and Ashish Sharma, Director, Microsoft,
attended as the Guest of Honour. Speaking on the occasion Justice Rao said the hard
work and dedication are indisputably the cornerstones of student success, and
Convocations serve as a day to mark the culmination of their accomplishments. The day
serves as an inspirational reminder of the power of commitment and diligence,
motivating students to pursue their ambitions with assurance.

ISLRTC OBSERVES SIGN LANGAUAGE DAY

NEW DELH: Sign Language Day with the theme ‘A World Where Deaf People Everywhere
Can Sign Anywhere!’ was celebrated by the Indian Sign Language Research and Training
Centre under the aegis of DEPwD, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.

SIDBI is using digital technology
and partnerships to directly reach out
to micro enterprises and will explore
offering its credit products through the
DLAI members, he added.

Under the agreement, SIDBI and
DLAI will explore partnerships for its
"Prayaas” Scheme for informal enter-
prises, co-lending, GST Sahay, Express
loan, green financing, and other direct
credit schemes. "This partnership
signifies an important step in India's
fintech journey for enhancing their
role in financing the MSME sector.
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PTI W HANGZHOU

lending elements of artifi-
Bcial intelligence and eco-

friendly technology, the
Hangzhou Asian Games began
here on Saturday with a one-of-
a-kind opening ceremony, head-
lined by a futuristic light show
and a digital torch relay.

The dazzling programme,
held amid a diplomatic row
over the denial of entry to three
Indian athletes from Arunachal
Pradesh, was a melange of tech-
nology, cultural history of China,
and the spirit of the continent's
unity.

In keeping with the main
theme of 'Tides Surging in Asia/,
the ceremony was about the
intermingling of China, Asia and
the world in the new era, as well
as the unity, love and friendship
of the Asian people.

The water element through
the surging tide of Qiantang
river — which flows through
Hangzhou — was the underly-
ing theme of the grand evening
which lasted more than two
hours.

The ceremony sought to
portray a distinctly Chinese and
an uniquely Asian flair, captur-
ing the country’s cultural her-
itage and romantic imagery
through the blending of its
thousands of years old civiliza-
tion and modern technology,
through stunning visuals.

It portrayed the efforts of
China's path to modernisation
in a presentation that combined
Eastern aesthetics and a view-
point that connects with a glob-
al audience.

The technological might of
China was written all over with
the lighting of the cauldron —
the Games' Flame — being
done in a unique way.

Digital technology was
utilised as torchbearers in the
virtual and physical worlds joint-

ly lighted the cauldron.

3-D dual aerial performance
technology was also used for the
first time in a major stadium
while depicting the tidal bore of
the Qiantang river. Two per-
formers, one male and one
female, danced in the air and
closely interacted with the tidal
bores which appeared on the
LED ground display.

A variety of tidal bores,
including a scissor-shaped bore,
a lineal bore, a back-flowing
bore, and a bore resembling the
scales of a fish, rose and fell on
the LED ground display.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping declared the Games
open as more than 12,000 ath-
letes from 45 countries gear up
to fight for top honours till
October 8.

The Olympic Council of
Asia's (OCA) acting president
Randhir Singh, International
Olympic Committee (IOC)
head Thomas Bach, heads of
several countries, officials of
National Olympic Committees
and host of other dignitary were
present on the occasion.

Singh urged the athletes to
respect fellow athletes and the
judges, and take part in the
Games in the spirit of friendship
and fair competitions.

The Games are being held
belatedly due to a surge in
Covid cases in China last year.

In keeping with the concept
of 'Green Asian Games' or car-
bon-neutral Games, the opening
ceremony used digital fireworks
instead of real ones. It, neverthe-
less, created a thrilling atmos-
phere.

The nearly-packed 80,000
capacity Big Lotus' stadium was
decked up elegantly for the
occasion and welcomed the ath-
letes from the participating
countries, including India, with
loud cheers.

After three wushu players

from Arunachal Pradesh were
denied visa by the Chinese gov-
ernment, India had cancelled the
visit of its sports minister
Anurag Thakur. Indian Olympic
Association President PT Usha
was not present as she is current-
ly in Paraguay as part of a
Parliamentary delegation,
though other officials attended
the ceremony.

Loud cheers greeted the
nearly 100 Indian athletes and
officials as they marched into the
stadium, led by flag-bearers
Harmanpreet Singh and Lovlina
Borgohain. The Indian contin-

gent walked out for the athletes'
parade in eighth position.

From the tennis team, only
Ramkumar Ramanathan partic-
ipated in the parade since the
other players have matches on
Sunday.

The male athletes were clad
in bandhgala jacket and khaki
kurta while their female coun-
terparts donned high-necked
blouse and khaki-textured saree
made from recycled fabrics.

India is fielding 655 athletes
in the Games.

To begin with, the theme
'Water in Autumn Glow' depict-

ed water as the heart and soul of
Hangzhou, where water comes
in many forms — West Lake,
Qiantang Tidal Bores, the thou-
sand-year-old Beijing-
Hangzhou Grand Canal, and the
water conservation system of the
Archeological Ruin of Liangzhu
City.

In a bid to use culture as a
medium of blending the power
of technology and the beauty of
art inspired by traditional
Chinese culture, the opening
ceremony combined the flavour
of Hangzhou, Zhejiang province
imagery and elements unique to

the country.

Through innovative mod-
ern technologies, the ceremony
also showcased the attractive-
ness, appeal and unique nature
of Eastern aesthetics, as well as
the profound impact culture
has, the power of science, and
the encompassing reach of art.

After around an hour-long
protocol part of the ceremony,
a cultural programme of 30
minutes and a laser show
enthralled the crowd. That was
followed by the lighting of the
Cauldron and playing of the offi-
cial song.

sport 07

As September 23 falls on
Autumn Equinox, or the Qiufen,
one of China's 24 solar terms, it's
the country's time to celebrate
the harvest and welcome guests
from around the world.

The Ruins of Ancient
Liangzhu City, a sacred site in
China's civilization and also a
UNESCO Heritage site, from
where the torch relay began, was
also highlighted and 19 pieces of
jade cong were used to represent
the number of editions of the
Asian Games.

The cultural programme
part had sections on the natur-

Hangzhou Asian Games opens with futuristic ceremony

al beauty and 'timeless grace' of
Hangzhou and other cities of
southern China, including
Ningbo, Shaoxing, Suzhou and
Wenzhou where a few events of
the Games are also being held.

Instead of the traditional
single torchbearer lighting the
Cauldron, digital torchbearers
were involved for the first time
in a moment when the virtual
and the real worlds meet.

Many individuals were
selected as digital torchbearers
to carry the hopes and dreams
of hundreds of millions of peo-
ple in Asia, join in as torchbear-
ers in the final leg at the venue
and light the Cauldron togeth-
er. By hosting the continent's
biggest multi-sporting event,
China has heralded its opening
from the pandemic with a giant
competition, the largest ever in
its history.

No doubt, the Olympics is
the pinnacle multi-sporting
event in the world but more ath-
letes compete in the Asian
Games, with over 12,000 taking
part in Hangzhou.

About 11,000 participated in
the Tokyo Olympics two years
ago and about 10,500 will do so
in the next year's Paris Games.

The 2018 Asian Games had
seen a little over 11,000 athletes
taking part, which will be sur-
passed in Hangzhou.

Besides Hangzhou, the 19th
edition of the continental show-
piece will be held in five other
cities — Huzhou, Ningbo,
Shaoxing, Jinhua and Wenzhou.

Forty-five nations and ter-
ritories in Asia will compete for
481 gold medals from 40 sports
and 61 disciplines, including
Esports which is making its
debut in the Games.

Competitions in football,
volleyball, cricket, rowing, sail-
ing and modern pentathlon
began even before Saturday's
opening ceremony.

\Mlonaco slip to defeat after
Balogun misses two penalties

AFP M PARIS

Folarin Balogun missed two
penalties on his first Monaco
start before local rivals Nice
grabbed a stoppage time winner
to go top of Ligue 1 on Friday.

One week after stunning
champions PSG at the Parc des
Princes 3-2, Nice claimed the
three points again when Jeremie
Boga slalomed through the
Monaco defence to score as
Francesco Farioli's team contin-
ued an undefeated start to the
season. Nice leapfrogged previ-
ously unbeaten Monaco to take
top spot by one point after a
third win in six games.

It was a miserable first start
for US international striker
Balogun who left Arsenal for
Monaco in the summer on a 30-
million-euro transfer.

He had penalties saved by
Nice goalkeeper Marcin Bulka in
the 12th and 54th minutes.

One week after stunning
champions PSG at the Parc des
Princes 3-2, Nice claimed the
three points again when Jeremie
Boga slalomed through the
Monaco defence to score as
Francesco Farioli's team contin-
ued an undefeated start to the
season.

Nice leapfrogged previous-
ly unbeaten Monaco to take top
spot by one point after a third
win in six games.

It was a miserable first start
for US international striker
Balogun who left Arsenal for
Monaco in the summer on a 30-
million-euro transfer.

He had penalties saved by
Nice goalkeeper Marcin Bulka in
the 12th and 54th minutes.

Pochettino defends Chelsea
medical team amid rash of injuries

AFP H LONDON

Mauricio Pochettino insists
Chelsea's medical depart-
ment are not to blame for the
rash of injuries that have derailed
the start of his reign.

Chelsea's injury crisis left
Pochettino with only 15 fit
senior players for last weekend's

disappointing draw at
Bournemouth in the Premier
League.

Although Chelsea have
spent over £1 billion ($1.2 bil-
lion) on signings since Toddy
Boehly's consortium took over
in 2021, the squad is stretched
to breaking point.

The Blues had 12 stars
absent against Bournemouth,
forcing Pochettino to include
three players aged 19 or under
who had no first-team experi-
ence on his bench, as well as two
goalkeepers.

Christopher Nkunku, Reece
James, Romeo Lavia, Wesley
Fofana, Carney Chukwuemeka,
Trevoh Chalobah and Moises
Caicedo are among the players
filling the treatment room.

Chelsea are languishing in
14th with one win from five
games ahead of Sunday's clash
with Aston Villa, but Pochettino
doesn't believe the medical staff
are at fault.

"Before we arrived here we
did everything to try and have
a clear idea of why there were

too many injuries last season
also, to analyse the risk,"
Pochettino told reporters on
Friday.

"It's about the profile of the
player, the risk of the player. It's
not the people working in the
medical staff of performance
area.

"I think we need to respect
these areas at the club are very

good professionals, qualified
people. That's why they are
working in football. But there's
an individual risk to certain play-
ers, you need to assess.

"Then there's bad luck. We
have injures that maybe happen
in one season or maybe in two,
but have happened to Chelsea
because of different situations
you cannot control.”

Ten Hag baffled by Man
Utd’s defensive frailties

AFP M LONDON

Erik ten Hag admits he does
not know why Manchester
United have defended so poor-
ly throughout their dismal start
to the season.

Ten Hag's side have conced-
ed 14 goals in their last five
games in all competitions after
slipping to a 4-3 defeat at Bayern
Munich in their Champions
League opener on Wednesday.

The Bayern collapse came
after Brighton won 3-1 at Old
Trafford in the Premier League
to pile pressure on United boss
Ten Hag. With a clash against
struggling Burnley looming on
Saturday, Ten Hag desperately
needs to shore up United's leaky
defence. Alarmingly for United
fans, the Dutch coach conced-
ed he is still trying to get to the

root of the problem.

"We have shown that we can
do it because last year we had the
most clean sheets in the Premier
League because of the team,
because we defended very good
as a team, so we have to get back
to that standard," Ten Hag told
reporters on Friday. "Of course
I am pushing the team and
demanding from the team, and
from the start of the season, but
they are human beings, not ro-
bots, so, why they are not doing
it, I try to find out and I try to
give the solutions and try to mo-
tivate the players to do the job.

"When you are in a period
like we are in always as a man-
ager you are asking yourself
these questions. My job is to get
them to do the job."

Question marks have been
raised about the attitude of

United's squad, with clips from
the Bayern game apparently
showing players not chasing
back as hard as they might.

Ten Hag does not believe a
lack of willingness was to blame,
though, saying: "It's always a
concern when we didn't run but
I think against Bayern it was not
the case. "In certain situations:
yes. So it's also to recognise
which situation. Is it about they
didn't recognise it and didn't
make the right decisions or is it
about willingness?

"Against Spurs, we didn't
run too much. But I think aga-
inst Bayern we did our best from
physical outputs but we didn't
always run in the right moment.

"If we bounced back like we
did in Munich, you can't say the
spirit isn't right. I think we
have other problems than that."

AFP B MIAMI

even Caribbean countries

will host matches at next
year's T20 World Cup, including
Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados
and Trinidad and Tobago, the
International Cricket Council
(ICC) announced on Friday.

The ICC awarded the host-
ing of the event, to be held in
June 2024, to the West Indies
and the United States in
November 2021.

Dominica, Guyana, St Lucia
and St. Vincent and the
Grenadines have also been
named as hosts.

"The matches will again
give cricket fans the unique
experience of enjoying cricket in
the Caribbean," said ICC chief
executive Geoff Allardice.

Matches will also be held in
New York, Florida and Texas in
the United States, the first time
amajor ICC event has been held
in the country.

One notable absence from
the list of Caribbean host nations
is Jamaica, whose Sabina Park
ground in the capital Kingston
is one of the iconic homes of
West Indies cricket.

Jamaica has the largest pop-
ulation of the main cricket-
playing nations in the Caribbean

Caribbean nations named as 120
World Cup venues but no Jamaica
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but did not submit a bid to host
the tournament.

Courtney Francis, chief
executive officer of the Jamaican
Cricket Association, said Cricket
West Indies engaged with

national governments over
potential bids and that Jamaica's
administration had opted
against participation.

"The government is the one
who determines whether we

could be able to host matches
because all the expenses would
have come back to the govern-
ment," he told CVM television.

"The government is the one
who would have put up the bid

money. They would have been
the one to carry out repairs to
the infrastructure and so on.
"The government did not
see it as a viable option in their
view and that is the reason why

I believe that we have not been
able to bid." West Indies hosted
the tournament in 2010, three
years after holding the 50 overs
World Cup, and Cricket West
Indies chief executive Johnny
Grave said they were ready to
put on a show again.

"The West Indies has got a
huge experience in hosting ICC
events and we're currently host-
ing the Caribbean Premier
League, which has been anoth-
er successful tournament.

"We have very experienced
operators throughout the region
that we work with and partner
with and all the stakeholders will
be ready to welcome the world
and stage this iconic ICC event,"
he said. "We're all tremendous-
ly excited by the opportunity and
the platform that it gives our
region to promote itself to the
world for tourism, for econom-
ic development, as well as hope-
fully to give our men's team a
huge home advantage and going
for a record third title."

Next year's tournament will
be the first edition of the event
to include a record 20 teams.

England are the current
T20 world champions, winning
their second title when they beat
Pakistan in the final in
Melbourne last year.

Record-equalling Guirassy fires
Stuttgart to top of Bundesliga

AFP M STUTTGART (GERMANY)

Serhou Guirassy scored twice
to tie a Bundesliga record and
propel Stuttgart to the top of the
table with a 3-1 home victory
over struggling Darmstadt on
Friday.

Stuttgart fell behind after 18
minutes when defender Dan-
Axel Zagadou turned a low
cross inside his own near post.

Enzo Millot replied five
minutes later, side footing home
from a Guirassy lay off.

The Guinea striker then
put Stuttgart ahead in the 32nd
minute, smashing the ball in
from the edge of the area. It was
his ninth league goal from nine
strikes at goal this season.

In added time, Guirassy
dinked over goalkeeper Marcel
Schuhen to become the second
player to reach 10 Bundesliga
goals in five games. The first was
Robert Lewandowski.

"I am very happy," a beam-
ing Guirassy said. "We won,
that's the most important thing.
But of course I'm also happy

about my goals and that I was
able to help my team with them.
I have to continue that now."

Stuttgart have a league-lead-
ing 17 goals and Guirassy has 10
of them.

"He's in top form, outstand-
ing. We are happy to have him,"
said midfielder Chris Fuehrich.

The victory lifted Stuttgart
to 12 points, two ahead of Bayer
Leverkusen who host Heiden-
heim on Sunday and third-
place Bayern Munich, who
entertain Bochum on Saturday.

Darmstadt dropped to last
place on goal difference.
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Pressure mounts on lyer, Ashwin
for performances that count

PTI W INDORE

ate for some runs after

missing out on a flat track
while the skillful R Ashwin will
be searching for wickets in the
middle overs when India take on
Australia in the second ODI here
on Sunday.

Despite missing four first-XI
players, including skipper Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli, India
were able to win the first ODI
rather comfortably and look on
course to secure the series at the
Holkar Stadium which usually
produces high-scoring games.

Rain in the city has brought
the temperature down which
will be welcomed by the players
from either side after experienc-
ing unusual heat and humidity
in Mohali. The game on Friday
had enough positives for India,
mainly the performance of
Mohammad Shami and Surya-

Shreyas Iyer will be desper-
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kumar Yadav, but few questions
still need to be answered ahead
of the World Cup, beginning
October 5.

India's designated number 4
Iyer, whose fitness came under
the scanner in the Asia Cup even
though he was coming back
from a long injury-lay off, has
not been able to get time in the
middle due to different reasons.

While a back spasm ruled
him out of the business end of
Asia Cup, an avoidable run out
on Friday ended his nervy 8-ball
stay in the centre.

The right-hander will be
hoping for a bagful of runs in the
coming two games which would
make him and his team feel
much better going into the glob-
al event.

Ashwin, on the other hand,
came up with a tidy bowling
effort in his comeback game but
was not able to put the
Australian batters in much dis-
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comfort on a flat track. He was
not able to generate much turn
and his flatter deliveries were
easily negotiated by the opposi-
tion.

The champion spinner
could still make a last minute
entry into India's World Cup if
Axar Patel doesn't get fit in time
but the team management
expects more from the 37-year-
old than what he managed on
Friday.

It also remains to be seen if
another off-spinner Washington
Sundar gets a game. If that hap-
pens on Sunday, Ashwin might
have to warm the bench.

Shardul Thakur too would
be looking for an improvement
from the first game, having
conceded 78 runs in 10 overs
while all the other bowlers
returned frugal figures.

He does have a knack of
picking wickets and coming up
with a useful cameo with the bat

DRERM |

IWDM, |\

but he has not been able to do
that consistently in the ODI for-
mat. Thakur will only be used
sporadically in the World Cup
and therefore, he would be keen
to make the most of the chances
he gets in the ongoing series.

In the batting department,
world's best T20 batter Surya-
kumar Yadav seems to have
cracked the ODI code after a
prolonged lean patch.

The management has told
him to consume 45-50 balls
every game, which is enough for
someone like him to make a
telling impact on the match. He
just did that on Friday with a
well paced half-century.

Like India, Australia too
were missing some of their key
players in the opener including
Mitchell Starc, Glenn Maxwell
and Josh Hazlewood. Skipper
Pat Cummins hinted after the
game in Mohali that they might
only be ready by the third game

in Rajkot on September 27.
Australia won the series in
India earlier this year and find
themselves in a must-win situ-
ation on Sunday. Josh Inglis
showed promise with a run a
ball 45 but the middle-order
needs to be more consistent.
Veteran opener David War-
ner has carried his good form
from South Africa to India and
would be looking to maintain it
over the next couple of months.
Steve Smith and Marnus
Labuschagne were guilty of
throwing their starts in Mohali
and a big hundred will be need-
ed from either of them if
Australia are to comeback in the
series. The last ODI was played
here in January when India
amassed 385 against New Zea-
land with Rohit and Shubman
Gill smashing hundreds.
Rohit will not be around but
trust Gill to do an encore in front
of a vibrant Indore crowd.

Pakistan awaits India
visa for World Cup travel

PTI B INDORE

Players and team officials of
Pakistan's World Cup-
bound contingent are yet to get
visas for their scheduled trav-
el to India on September 27,
two days before their opening
warm-up fixture.

The Pakistan squad was
supposed to reach Hyderabad
via Dubai where a two-day
team bonding exercise was
planned before travelling to
India on September 27.

The Babar Azam-led side is
scheduled to play its first
warm-up game against New
Zealand on September 29.

PCB sources told PTTI that
the team bonding trip to Dubai
has been cancelled as players
await their visas from the
Indian High Commission in
Islamabad. Sources also con-
firmed that the PCB has raised

the matter with the
International Cricket Council
(ICC).

Pakistan last visited India
for the T20 World Cup in
2016. The arch-rivals only play
each other in Asia Cup and
ICC tournaments due to the
tense relations between the
two countries. "PCB had sent
its officials to Islamabad for
passport collection yesterday
but the visas are still in process.
That has forced the board to
cancel the team bonding trip in
Dubai. If the visas come
through, the team will reach
Hyderabad on September 27
via Dubai," said a source.

Another source privy to
the matter added: "the visas will
come through after due vetting
process. When it comes to
issuing an Indian visa to a
Pakistan passport holder, clear-
ances need to come from three

ministries — home, external
affairs and sports. That process
takes time but it will happen."

A total of 33 members of
the Pakistan contingent,
including players, three travel-
ling reserves and team officials,
are awaiting their visas.
Tournament host BCCI could
not be reached for a com-
ment.

Pakistan's second warm-up
will be against Australia on
October 3, also in Hyderabad.

They will remain in the city
for their opening two World
Cup games against Netherlands
and Sri Lanka on October 6
and 10 respectively before fly-
ing to Ahmedabad for the big
game against hosts India on
October 14. Only two members
from the current Pakistan
squad have toured India for
cricket - Mohammad Nawaz
and Salman Agha.

India becomes
top ranked team
in all formats

PTI ® DUBAI

India became the top-ranked
side in all three formats of the
game following their win against
Australia in the series opener
that elevated them to the num-
ber one spot in the ODI rank-
ings. Following their five-wick-
et win over Australia on Friday,
India (116 rating points) dis-
placed arch-rivals Pakistan (115)
at the top of the rankings.

Already leading the Test
and T20 chart, India now reign
supreme across all formats.

This is only the second
time in men's cricketing histo-
ry that a side has achieved the
No.1 ranking across the formats.
Prior to this, only South Africa
had achieved the feat back in
August 2012.

Australia (111) remain third
in the ODI list despite dropping
two points. India and Australia
play the second of the three
ODIs on Sunday.

You shouldn’t feel low 1f you
are not playing XI:

PTI B MOHALI

" hen I was playing reg-

ularly, there must have
been someone, who had to sit
out and I wasn't guilty. So you
can't feel low if you are sitting
out because the team is win-
ning," a pragmatic Mohammed
Shami said when asked about
the sporadic chances he has
been getting in 50-over crick-
et of late.

The Indian team manage-
ment has indicated that when
it plays full strength during the
upcoming World Cup, Jasprit
Bumrah and Mohammed Siraj
will be the two front-line pac-
ers.

But after his match-win-
ning figures of 5 for 51, Shami
said that rotation isn't a bad
thing when you play so many
matches on the bounce.

"This is the team's plan and
it is important to stick with it.
You can't be always in the
playing XI because a lot

depends on the team combina-
tion," Shami said.

"If you are playing, well and
good and if you are not in the
playing XI, then you should be
supportive of those, who are
playing. I think there is no point
feeling low and I am ready to
play the role the team gives me,"
Shami said as he steered clear
of anything that could be
remotely controversial.

He was also asked if he
approves of this rotation poli-
cy where he has to sit out.

"What you are trying to
know is beyond my compre-
hension but obviously when
you build a team, (the) coach
has a role to rotate players and,
based on the situation, it is
decided," Shami said with a wry
smile.

He made it clear that rota-
tion before a big event like the
World Cup is a good thing.

"You have seen we have
(had) got results due to rotation
and I believe before the World

PM lays foundation stone of
mternanonal cncket stadium in Varanasl

PTI B VARANASI (UP)

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday laid the
foundation stone of an interna-
tional cricket stadium in
Varanasi and said that through
the game, the world is "getting
linked" with India.

Highlighting that the
design of the stadium dedicat-
ed to Lord Mahadev has
instilled a feeling of pride
among the citizens of Kashi, he
said the facility would witness
great cricket matches while
young athletes would get an
opportunity to train at the
international level.

Modi said recent sporting
successes of India were due to a
changed approach as now sports
have been linked with fitness,
employment and career of
youths. Compared to nine years
ago, this year's sports budget has
been increased threefold, he
said. "Through cricket, the world

is getting linked with India" and
many new countries are playing
cricket leading to a greater
number of matches, he said,
adding this stadium will cater to
the rising demand for such
facilities in the coming years.
To be built near the Ring
Road in Rajatalab area here at
a cost of about Rs 450 crores
and spread across an area of
more than 30 acres, the stadi-
um is likely to be ready by
December 2025. The Uttar

land for the stadium while the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) will spend Rs 330
crore on its construction.

The spectators' gallery of
the stadium would resemble the
steps of the ghats of Varanasi.
This will be Uttar Pradesh's third
international cricket stadium
after Kanpur and Lucknow.

Addressing the gathering,
Modi said he is visiting Kashi
exactly one month after India

Shami

Cup, you shouldn't put too
much workload in back-to-
back games, and its going well
and we are getting good
results."

Shami had taken a break
after the World Test
Championship final and he
didn't travel to the West Indies
for the two Tests and three
ODIs.

"It was important to take
that break because I had played
back-to-back games continu-
ously for 7-8 months. At the
back of my head, I felt I need-
ed a break for a series.

"I discussed with coach
(Rahul Dravid) and captain
(Rohit Sharma) and took a
break (from the West Indies
series). But my break never
seemed like a break for me
because I have an elaborate
training set-up at home
(Sahaspur in UP's Amroha)
and I end up training more at
home than when I am with the
Indian team," he stated.

He was asked if he did any-
thing special to dismiss Steve
Smith, but his answer was in
the negative.

"Just tried to do my basics
right and hit the top of off-
stump and wait for the batters
to make a mistake."

The conditions were
humid and Shami was used in
small spells. Could it be a tem-
plate going into the World
Cup?

"It depends on the situa-
tion. How a partnership (is)
going and how well you are
bowling at that time. Some-
times, you end up bowling a
six-over spell as well while
sometimes you bowl only three
overs."

He admitted that heat does
a play role.

"The heat does play a part
and we are also human beings.
It takes a toll on our bodies and
on stamina. But when you
have played international crick-
et for so long, it will not affect
your fitness but it depends
how much effort we are putting
in," he concluded.

il reached the Shiv Shakti point on
the moon where Chandrayaan
landed. "One place of Shiv Shakti
is on the moon, while the other
one is here in Kashi," he said.

He also noted the signifi-
cance of the venue which is at the
intersection of the route to Mata
Vindhyavasini and its proximity
with the village Motikot, the
place from which socialist leader
Raj Narain hailed.

Modi underlined that the
development of sports infrastruc-
ture of such scale not only has a
positive effect on sports but also
on the regional economy. He said
such developments attract more
visitors which greatly benefits sec-
tors such as hotels, eateries, rick-
shaws and auto drivers as well as
oarsmen in the region.

Pradesh government said it has
spent Rs 121 crore to acquire the

Gambhir Picks Babar As Best Player For World Cup

PNS B NEW DELHI

Former India cricketer
Gautam Gambhir picks
Pakistan captain Babar Azam
over Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma
and David Warner for the
upcoming ODI World Cup
which will start from October
5 in India. LSG mentor also
reckoned that Babar Azam
has a different level of quality.

In the recent outing
against India in the Asia Cup

2023 Super Four clash Babar
Azam was unable to fire runs
from his bat he just scored 10
runs and Pakistan lost that
match by a huge margin of 228
runs.

Gambhir reckons that
Babar Azam will be the play-
er to watch out in the upcom-
ing tournament.

“Babar Azam. I mean
Babar Azam has the quality
that he can set this World Cup
on fire. And I have seen very

few players who have so much
time to bat. And I believe that
Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli,
David Warner, Kane
Williamson, Joe Root, but
Babar Azam has a different
level of quality” said Gambir
on Star Sports.

The first match of ODI
World Cup 2023 will be played
between defending champion
England and New Zealand at
Ahmedabad’s Narendra Modi
Stadium.

I Love To Put Myself In Challenging Situations: KL Rahul

PNS B MOHALI

India’s stand-in captain KL
Rahul believes it is always
good to put himself in “challeng-
ing situations’, especially after
returning from a long injury lay-
off.

Leading the side in the first
two ODIs against Australia in
absence of Rohit Sharma, Rahul
struck an unbeaten 58 as India
won by five wickets to take a 1-
0 lead in the three-match dress
rehearsal series before the World
Cup.

“Not the first time, always
happens with me. 'm used to it,

Ilove it,” Rahul said about lead-
ing the side in place of regular
skipper Rohit Sharma.

“I think the intensity in the
afternoon was great, after
Colombo this felt like heaven at
the start but it was really hot and
humid. It gets tough and phys-
ically challenging, but we've all
worked on our fitness and that’s
showing on the field”.

Rahul said it was imperative
to build a partnership with
Suryakumar Yadav (50) once set
Shubman Gill (74) and Ruturaj
Gaikwad (71) departed.

“After Shubman got out, it
was a bit tricky with the set bat-

ter out. But managed to build a
good partnership with Surya,
need to put myself in such chal-
lenging situations.

“We kept talking about hit-
ting good cricket shots, rotating
the strike and this is something
all our batters are working on.
We didn't want to get bogged
down, we were always on par so
we wanted to take it deep,” he
said.

Man-of-the-match Moham-
med Shami, who returned with
brilliant 5 for 51, felt good after
bowling his full quota of 10 overs
on Friday in hot and humid con-
ditions.

“It depends on the captain
and the game situation, but
despite the heat you feel like
bowling 4-5 overs with the new
ball” Shami said of bowling
longer spells in the sultry con-
ditions. “T enjoyed the wicket of
Marsh, that’s a different feeling
when you get the outside edge,
when you control your swing
nicely. It was important to hit the
right lengths on this wicket,
either at full pace or go slow, but
bowling the right lengths were
key;” he said.

Australia captain Pat
Cummins said it was not an
overall performance from his

injury-ridden side but hoped the
series would help them to build
a good rhythm in the run-up to
the ODI World Cup starting in
India next month.

“Personally, happy to be
back. Good to get my first game
in India. A few guys batted well,
few guys bowled well but over-
all not good enough.

“(Oninjuries) Theyd prob-
ably not be ready for the second
game, maybe the third game.
Maxi (Glenn Maxwell) has just
arrived in India. (Steve) Smith’s
first hit as well, and Davey
(David Warner) was brilliant,” he
said.

The following tenders have been uploaded
on website www.ireps.gov.in

E-Tender Notice No. Sr.OMM/SBP/Stores/
Tender Publication Dt: 18.09.2023
Te AL G 40235652, Description of Item :
SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, TESTING &
COMMISSIONING OF AUTOMATIC FIRE
DETECTION & AUTOMATIC FIRE
SUPPRESSION SYSTEM AT OFC ROOM,
EXCHANGE/DATA LOGGER ROOM &
RAILNET ROOM OF DIVISIONAL RAILWAY
MANAGER BUILDING, SAMBALPUR, AS
PER TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION IN
ANNEXURE-A & B ATTACHED.
INSPECTION OF ITEMS IN ANNEXURE-A
(FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEM) IS RITES &
INSPECTION OF ITEMS IN ANNEXURE-B

Tender Notice No. Sh.OMMIKUR/EP/2023-
24/09 Dtd.: 18.09.2023
FIAXH TENDER NO. 81235851, BRIEF
DESCRIPTION OF MATERIALS: STACKING

ARRANGEMENT, QUANTITY: 32 NOS.

[T NPHTENDER NO. 81235858, BRIEF
DESCRIPTION OF MATERIALS : 1.5 SQMM
E-BEAM CORE CABLE, QUANTITY: 95520
MTRS.

[EM X THTENDER NO. 81235807, BRIEF
DESCRIPTION OF MATERIALS : LEAD
ACID STATIONERY CELLS 2V-300 Ah,
QUANTITY: 794 NOS.
IEMTXTHTENDER NO. 81235810, BRIEF
DESCRIPTION OF MATERIALS : LEAD
ACID STATIONERY CELLS 2V-80 Ah,
QUANTITY: 996 NOS.

Tender closing date: 16.10.2023 (for SI. No. 1),

16.10.2023. 25.10.2023 (for SI. No. 2) & 11.10.2023 (for S1, No. 3

Complete detalls & tender documents will be | | &4). Tender closing time: at 1500 hrs (for all S1.
available at website www.ireps.gov.in Nos.).

Assistant Divisional Materials Manager/ Sr. Divisional Materials Manager!

PR-598/0/23-24] Sambalpur | [PR-599/0723-24] Khurda Road

BHUBNESWAR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

= . . .
C1a73 E-Mail Id-eebmcdiv3@gmail.
1. Bid reference No :BMC-EED-III- 18 2023-24.0t:-21 / 2023
2. Tender Call notice No :No.. 3173.... Dt:-21_¢ 21 /_09 /2023
3. No of work : 10 Nos
4, Bid Value : Rs. 2,72,203.00 to Rs. 9,83,028.00
5. Class of Contractor :DtoC
6. Period of completion : J3... Days
7. Date and time schedule
Start End Opening
11.00 AMof 22 / 0972023 |5P.Mof 28 7 09 /2023 | 11.00A.M_30 /_09 /2023

OIPR-13002/11/0162/2324

8. Name and address of officer inviting BID :Executive Engineer Div-III, (South East
Zone)Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation,7R4Q+5Q9, Vivekananda Marg, near Kalpana Square,

Executive Efigineer,Div-1IT
Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation

Bhubaneswar, OdishaPin:-751014.
9, Tender details: Can be seen for the 1 -ocurement portal:
BMC website https://www.bmc.gov.in
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"l just don’t really
believe in mistakes and
worst choices.
Everything | have done
and not done has made
me who | am"
— Elisabeth Moss

ENVIRONMENTAL AWAKENING

BADGIL'S REVEALING MEMOIRS

Professor Gadgil’s A Walk Up the Hill sheds light on the crisis in the Western Ghats, unveiling widespread illegal activities,
and conflicts between the Church and political entities, writes KUMAR CHELLAPPAN

he memoir, “A Walk Up

the Hill,” authored by

Professor Madhav Gadgil,

a distinguished

environmental scientist

who headed the
government-appointed Western Ghats
Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP), is
poised to make a significant impact in
India. The WGEEP was established by
the Central Government through an
order dated March 4, 2010.

The panel's mandate included
assessing the current ecological status
of the Western Ghats region,
demarcating areas within the Western
Ghats region in need of designation as
ecologically sensitive, and
recommending the notification of such
areas as Ecologically Sensitive Zones
(ESZs) under the Environment
(Protection) Act of 1986. Additionally,
the panel was tasked with making
recommendations for the conservation,
protection, and rejuvenation of the
Western Ghats region, following a
comprehensive consultation process
involving the people and governments
of all concerned states.

The report by the Gadgil
committee was presented to then
Union Minister for Environment and
Forest Jairam Ramesh on August 30,
2011. This, in itself, was a rare event, as
a committee usually submits its final
report years after it was constituted,
availing as many extensions as possible
so that the head of the panel and
members could continue receiving
funds indefinitely.

Though Prof Gadgil was told that
the WGEEP report would be made
public on September 21, it was not to
be. The Government had a change of
heart, and the panel members were
instructed not to discuss the contents
with the public or the media. The Delhi
High Court had to intervene to make
the report public, and the Ministry for
Environment and Forest uploaded it on
its website.

The reasons behind the ministry’s
initial opposition to releasing the
report were numerous. What the
Gadgil committee members witnessed
during their studies across the Western

industria actors -

Ghats was shocking. A cabal of prix_a'E__ co

plundering the ecologically fragile
Western Ghats, despite the resistance of
both the local population and the local
self-governments. Although the
Constitution of India demands that no
industrialisation or commercial
exploitation of ecologically and
environmentally sensitive regions
should be undertaken without
obtaining green clearance from the
local population and the Gram Sabhas,
these laws were blatantly violated by
politicians, religious leaders, and
contractors whose sole ambition was to
make more money without making any
investment.

“The Western Ghats, the mountain
chain running parallel to the west coast
of the Indian peninsula, covers an area
of 1,60,000 sq km over a stretch of
1,600 km spanning across the States of
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu. All over the
world, such mountains, endowed as
they are with high levels of
environmental heterogeneity, are
treasure troves of natural diversity. In
the Western Ghats, the annual rainfall
ranges from as much as 8000 mm in
the southwestern corner of upper
Nilgiris to a mere 500 mm in the
Moyar gorge just 30 km to its east...
The Western Ghats are no ordinary
biome. They constitute the water tower
of peninsular India, providing water to
245 million people and draining a large
part of the country’s land surface,”
writes Gadgil.

The studies conducted by Gadgil
and other ecologists have confirmed
the fact that Western Ghats have
become an ecological hotspot. Only 7
per cent of the Ghats primary
vegetation has survived and it has 51
critically endangered species. Climate
change will cause further stress.
Observations and inferences made by
Gadgil and others have proved to be
true as the entire area that comes under
the shadow of the Ghats experience
unexpected torrential downpour,
landslides and even dry spell lasting
months.

- The verdant forests and greenery of
- the region have given way to barren

lands. Unabated felling of trees a

ntrolled min

THE SHOCKING
DISCLOSURES MADE BY
THE ECOLOGIST ARE
WHAT HE CAME ACROSS
IN THE WESTERN GHATS.
THE FORESTS, RIVERS,
MOUNTAINS AND
VALLEYS ARE ON
DEATHBED AND ARE ON
LIFE SUPPORT SYSTEMS.
THE WESTERN GHATS
HAVE BEEN EXPLOITED TO
THE HILT BY THE MINING
AND TIMBER MAFIA. THE
REGION COULD NOT
WITHSTAND ANY MORE
INVASIONS ON ITS
ENVIRONMENT AND
ECOLOGY

Veerappan kidnapping Kannada
matinee idol Rajkumar to the
Sathyamangalam forests in Tamil
Nadu. The reason for the kidnapping
was the turf war between various mafia
groups engaged in looting the forest
wealth, including exotic trees and
mining of costly granites from the
reserve forests in the Ghats, though
Gadgil has steered clear from this part.

The shocking disclosures made by
the ecologist are what he came across
in the Western Ghats. The forests,
rivers, mountains and valleys are on
deathbed and are on life support
systems. The Western Ghats have been
exploited to the hilt by the mining and
timber mafia. The region could not
withstand any more invasions on its
environment and ecology. The WGEEP
committee, after a series of
brainstorming sessions, suggested to
the government that enough was
enough and it was time to put a full
stop to mining activities and tree
felling. Some of the crucial
recommendations made by Gadgil and
his colleagues include no special
economic zones, no new hill stations,
rescheduling reservoir operations to
improve downstream flows,
participatory sand auditing and strict
regulation of sand mining,
rehabilitation of mined areas with
special focus on reviving water
resources, promoting organic
agricultural practices and precision
agricultural practices, strictly
controlling use of dynamite and other
explosives to kill fish, no mining in
areas demarcated as Ecologically
Sensitive Zones (ESZ1), where mining
exists it should be phased out in five
years, by 2016 illegal mining to be
stopped immediately, etc. The report
was submitted to then minister Jairam
Ramesh.

The UPA governments began its
hide and seek game with the Gadgil
committee report and it refused to
divulge the details of the same. The
Delhi High Court intervention made

=T
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the ministry upload the reporton
-- - = — ..--p" S

portal. But the report caused an
earthquake in Kerala. The church
reacted as if it had seen red despite the
fact that it remained a closely guarded
secret. Then Bishop of Idukki Mathew
Aanikuzhikkattil issued a laity message
with instruction to read the same on
weekly congregations. He said in the
message that the attempt has a diabolic
nature and has been conceived to evict
the population from the forests. The
bishop also alleged that the report if
implemented would make hundreds of
thousands of people staying in the
region homeless and destitute. The
campaign was of the same style as we
saw in the aftermath of the Citizen
Amendment Bill getting legislated in
Parliament. A campaign was unleashed
across southern India alleging that the
Bill was an attempt to get rid of a
particular community from India.

Jolted by the stance of the church,
the then Kerala Government passed a
resolution in the Assembly
condemning the Gadgil committee
report. Though Gadgil was a fellow
traveller, his comrades in the State had
no qualms in lambasting the report.
The resentment by the church led the
Centre to appoint a committee headed
by space scientist Kasturirangan to
study the viability and feasibility of the
Gadgil report. Kasturirangan did what
he was asked to do and the story ended
there. The Western Ghats continue its
downward slide without any
interruption. The man-animal conflict
has become a regular event in the
region as elephants, leopards and tigers
come out of the forests in search of
drinking water and a square meal
which would sustain their lives. Who
cares?

Even as Gadgil recounts his
Western Ghats odyssey, another equally
important study from Chennai-based
CPR Environment Research Centre led
by Dr Nanditha Krishna has
more shocking

disclosures to make. Sacred groves
across India, home to local flora and
fauna and mini biosphere reserves have
shrunk and most of them have
disappeared altogether from the face of
the earth. “Sacred groves represent an
ancient Indian conservation tradition
protected by local people out of
reverence, respect and fear. These
untouched patches of forest contain
some endangered rare and threatened
medicinal plant species. The rural folk
conserve and preserve species diversity
that are the last remnants of native
vegetation,” explained Dr Nanditha
Krishna, the first winner of Indira
Gandhi Paryavaran Puraskaar for her
relentless campaign against destruction
of sacred groves which are known as
Swami Shola, Koil Kadu in Tamil
Nadu, Pavithra Vanam in Andhra
Pradesh, Kavu in Kerala, Mawflong in
Assam and Meghalaya, Mangaoon in
Western Ghats, Dev Vana in MP and
Karnataka.

This is a unique conservation style
which makes use of religion and
tradition to preserve ecology as a
natural heritage. Wherever there are
sacred groves, they are adored as
spiritual retreat. Before concluding, let
me draw readers attention to what SK
Pottekat, the legendary travelogue
writer, wrote in 1955 about his
experience in Finland. “Pine trees are
the main source of income for
European countries. When one cuts
down a pine tree, he has to convince
the authorities that six pine saplings
have been planted.” Did we have such
laws in India at any time?

(The writer is special
correspondent, The Pioneer) 4
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HE WHO HAS HEALTH, HAS HOPE;
AND HE WHO HAS HOPE, HAS

EVERYTHING

— THOMAS CARLYLE
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'LOW-INGOME NATIONS

JLL-EQUIPPED FOR GVD HGHT'

Even as cardiovascular diseases (CVDs) such as stroke, diabetes and hypertension are claiming

millions of people prematurely every year, most healthcare facilities in many Low-and Middle-income
Countries (LMICs) are unprepared to treat such patients, says a study. [t comes as a wakeup call for
India which is already facing burgeoning CVDs epidemic, reports ARCHANA JYOTI

lobally, nearly 18 million
Gpremature deaths in 2019

were due to CVD, of
which 75 per cent were in
LMICs, where they are leading
causes of death and Disability
Adjusted Life Years (DALYs) in
adults. Diabetes and hyperten-
sion are key risk factors for CVD
and amongst the top three risk
factors for deaths and disabili-
ty, globally.

Publishing their findings
recently in PLOS Global Public
Health, an international team of
researchers led by the University
of Birmingham, looked at readi-
ness to provide care for HIV or
CVD in  Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC), Haiti,
Malawi, Nepal, Senegal, and
Tanzania.

They discovered that most
facilities are unprepared to deliv-
er services to treat or manage
cardiovascular disease risk fac-
tors (CVDREF) such as diabetes
and hypertension.

However, the increased
investment in facilities to treat
HIV - received as part of the
drive to meet UN Millennium
Development Goal (MDG) tar-
gets — may form part of a solu-
tion to tackle CVDRFs, which
have been relatively neglected in
terms of receiving global fund-
ing and attention. The study
authors found that if facilities are
able to provide HIV care, they
are much more able to supply
care for CVDRFs.

They found that despite
UN targets to reduce CVDRE,
facilities were significantly less
ready to provide CVDREF care
than HIV care, even though
despite years of investment in
HIV, facilities were often not
ready to fully provide care for

Lead author Professor
Justine Davies, from the
University of Birmingham, com-
mented: “We've had global tar-
gets to reduce burden of
CVDREs since 2011, but tack-
ling the problem requires health-
care services to have all the
ingredients to care for patients

Cardiovascular disease is a collective
term for a range of diseases, including
hypertension, atherosclerosis, coronary
heart disease and stroke. Some of the

J

conditions occur more frequently than

others. Cardiovascular disease can cause

a person’s heart to stop pumping blood
efficiently, prevent valves from working as they
should, or narrow or harden the arteries. Certain

toxins or bacteria can also play a role in
damaging parts of the heart and blood vessels.

- including staff, facilities, med-
icines, or equipment.

“Given the long-term finan-
cial investment and advocacy for
HIV, we looked to see what
readiness to provide care could
be achieved with good long-
term investment. We then
compared readiness for CVD
care with that of HIV care. We
found that, despite years of
investment in HIV, facilities
were often not ready to fully pro-
vide care. But we found that the
situation for CVD was far
worse.”

Neil Cockburn, another
lead author on the paper from
the University of Birmingham,
commented: “There needs to be
alarge scale up of investment to
ensure facilities are ready to pro-
vide healthcare for people with

CVDRE if global targets are to
be met.

“Our findings provide pol-
icy makers, funders, and
researchers evidence of where
there are gaps in service provi-
sion which need to be filled to
enable achievement of current
global health goals”

The researchers found that
in individual countries, readi-
ness across all healthcare facil-
ities to handle CVDRF was
generally lower than for HIV.
There were consistently weak-
nesses in information, staffing
and medicines. Lack of readiness
of facilities to provide CVDRF
care in rural and primary care
facilities threatens SDG 3.8 to
provide high quality universal
healthcare for all.

According to health experts,

-

high blood pressure, air pollu-
tion, tobacco use, and elevated
LDL cholesterol are among the
leading contributors to CVD
deaths.

Yet another study published
in PLOS One, has called for a
multifaceted approach to pre-
vention that includes fiscal,
inter-sectoral, public health and
health-service level interven-
tions at all—primordial, prima-
ry, secondary as well as ter-
tiary—levels.

“Several interventions have
already been tested in various
low-to-middle income coun-
tries and have shown to improve
the CVD burden in a cost-effec-
tive manner. For example, the
Disease Control Priorities report
of the World Bank enlists an
essential package of interven-

-

tions that can prove beneficial,”
say the authors.

“ Some of the interven-
tions enlisted include taxation
on tobacco and sugar-sweetened
beverages, regulations on
processed and salt-rich food,
ban on trans-fatty acids,
improvements in built environ-
ment and introduction of school
health programs to encourage
physical activity, task-sharing or
task shifting in cardiac care,
improving screening activities
and better use of combination
therapy”

In India too, the situation is

rim. The Asian Pacific Society
of Cardiology (APSC) recently
published a report revealing
that heart failure alone leads to
1.8 million hospitalisations each
year in India.

Experts have been calling
to tighten the noose around
the companies marketing
highly processed food which
are mostly responsible for a
spike in CVD with kids also
being impacted.

For instance, a report,
titled ‘THE JUNK PUSH:
Rising Ultra-processed Food
Consumption in India —
Policy, Politics and Reality,
has recommended stronger
policies to protect children
from the harmful impact of
food marketing.

Most of the products
analysed as part of the study are
widely consumed brands main-
ly targeted at children. These
included packaged products
high in fat, sugar and salt (HFSS)
or ultra-processed foods (UPF),
such as chips, cookies, sweets,
soft beverages, instant noodles,
sugary cereals, frozen meals, ice
cream, bakery items, and choco-
lates.

According to the docu-
ment, their advertisements were
found to be in violation of the
Consumer Protection Act, 2019,
with some of them even violat-
ing the Food Standard and
Safety Act, 2006, as they hid cru-
cial information related to nutri-
ents of concern.

“None of the legal frame-
works or guidelines in India has
the potential to stop most of the
misleading advertisements of
prepackaged junk or HESS
foods, or to ban misleading
claims or warn people about the
risks to health,” said Dr Arun
Gupta from Delhi-based nutri-
tion think tank Nutrition
Advocacy in Public Interest
(NAPi) which has prepared the
report.

He said that cardiovascular
disease risk factors starting in
childhood have important
implications for health, quality
of life, health care costs and soci-
etal costs across the whole life
course. Facing challenges with
resources, it is time to work on
prevention rather than waiting
to be cured, Dr Gupta said mat-
ter-of-factly.

DECODED: How toxic proteins

accumulate in Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s?

When Tau protein -- part of the brain’s infrastructure -- gets knotted up into tangles, it turns toxic to injure brain tissue, causing
tauopathies, a group of neurodegenerative brain diseases such as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s and other brain diseases, researchers
have found. The HEALTH PIONEER shares the findings published in the journal Molecular Psychiatry

nder normal circum-
l | stances, tau protein is
part of the brain’s infra-
structure, important for stabi-
lizing neurons into their prop-
er shapes. But sometimes tau
gets knotted up into tangles
and turns toxic, injuring brain
tissue and causing tauopathies,
a group of brain diseases char-
acterized by problems with
learning, memory and move-
ment. Alzheimer’s disease is the
most common tauopathy, but
the group also includes
Parkinson’s disease, chronic
traumatic encephalopathy
(CTE) and several rare genet-
ic conditions.

In search of ways to pre-
vent these destructive tau tan-
gles, researchers at Washington
University School of Medicine
in St. Louis have identified a
key step in their development.
Intervening at this step poten-
tially could forestall the
destructive cascade of events
that results in brain damage,
the researchers said. The find-
ings are published in the jour-
nal Molecular Psychiatry.

“Tauopathies are devastat-
ing diseases that have limited
treatment options right now,
and they all have this feature of
tau aggregation,” said senior
author Celeste Karch, PhD, a

professor of psychiatry. “We've
been thinking for a long time
about whether there are factors
that impact that common
process of tau aggregation and
if so, whether we could target
those factors as a novel
approach to treatment. These
findings move us one step
closer to finding a way to
intervene and stop the process
of tau aggregation that leads to
dementia”

First author Reshma
Bhagat, PhD, a postdoctoral
researcher, came up with the
idea of looking for such factors
among a group of RNA mole-
cules known as long noncod-
ing RNAs (IncRNAs) that are
not translated into proteins.
Historically, RNA has not been
considered an active element in
biological processes, and most
disease research has not
focused on them. Only in the
past decade have scientists rec-
ognized that these RNA mol-
ecules can play critical roles in
disease processes. Bhagat
became interested in IncRNAs
because they are involved in
regulating diverse cellular
processes and have been impli-
cated in cancers.

To investigate the role of
IncRNAs in tauopathies, the
researchers started with skin

cells from three people with a
genetic tauopathy, each of
whom carried a different muta-
tion in the tau gene. Using mol-
ecular techniques, the
researchers converted the skin
cells into brain neurons that
carry each of the three muta-
tions. For comparison, they
used a molecular technique
known as CRISPR to correct
the mutations in some of the
skin cells before converting
them into neurons. In this
way, they were able to obtain
human brain cells with and
without tau mutations, which
didn’t require using human
brain tissue.

Using these cells, the
researchers identified 15
IncRNAs that were significant-
ly increased or decreased in
brain cells with tau mutations
compared to their genetically
matched controls. One IncRNA
in particular stood out:
SNHGS8, which was low not
only in the three human brain
cells with tau mutations but
also in mice with a tau muta-
tion and in brain samples from
people who had died of any of
three different tauopathies:
Alzheimer’s disease, frontotem-
poral lobar degeneration with
tau pathology, or progressive
supranuclear palsy. In other

words, SNHGS8 levels were
down in tauopathies regardless
of mutation, species or disease
— all signs that point to its role
in a common pathological
process.

Further investigation
revealed that neurons with
low SNHG8 levels also had
high levels of stress granules,
RNA-protein complexes that
form to help cells survive
stressful situations such as
excessive heat or low oxygen
and disintegrate once the
threat passes. Stress granules
are rich in tau, and therein lies
the danger. If too many stress
granules form or if they con-

tain mutated tau particularly
prone to tangling — as is the
case in genetic tauopathies —
stress granules can kickstart
the aggregation process by
concentrating tau.

“If we could somehow tar-
get this stress-induced pro-
tein-aggregation pathway,
maybe we can inhibit the devel-
opment of tau pathology,”
Bhagat said.

Bhagat went back to the
human neurons with tau muta-
tions, the ones she had devel-
oped out of skin cells from
tauopathy patients. These cells
exhibited persistently low lev-
els of SNHGS and high levels
of stress granules. By replacing
the missing SNHGS, she was
able to bring down the levels of
stress granules in such cells.

“That’s really the Kkiller
experiment,” Karch said.
“That shows that IncRNAs are
impacting stress granule for-
mation and that this pathway
can be targeted to treat, poten-
tially, a variety of tauopathies.”

Bhagat, Karch and col-
leagues are working on iden-
tifying compounds that can
shore up SNHG8 levels and
looking at the effects of
such compounds in animal
models of tau aggregation
and tauopathy.

HEALTH BRIEFS

CADILA PHARMA PHASE | CLINICAL
TRIAL FOR CHICKEN POX SHOT: SEC
RECOMMENDS NOD FOR TRIAL

he Subject Expert

Committee (SEC) on
vaccines, which reviews pro-
posals and advises the Drugs
Controller General (India)
in matters for biologicals
and post approval change
proposals, has recommend-
ed granting nod to Gujarat-
based Cadila
Pharmaceuticals to conduct
phase I clinical trial for its
chicken pox vaccine.

The decision was taken
in a recent meeting last
month of the SEC after the
company submitted a
revised phase I clinical trial
protocol for grant of permis-
sion to conduct the trial for
Varicella-Zoster Virus
(VZV) vaccine.

The pharma firm had
earlier submitted its propos-
al for grant of permission to
conduct Phase I clinical trial
of its Varicella-Zoster virus
(VZV) vaccine along with
preclinical data and it was
considered in a SEC meet-
ing held on May 16.

The SEC, during then,
after detailed deliberation

recommended that the com-
pany should submit single
dose toxicity data as per the
provisions of the New Drugs
and Clinical Trials Rules,
2019.

Further, it recommend-
ed, the firm should revise
the phase I clinical trial
protocol with some changes
such as the volume of blood
to be withdrawn for analy-
sis should be reduced.

According to the World
Health  Organisation
(WHO) Varicella (chicken-
pox) is an acute, highly con-
tagious disease caused by
varicella-zoster virus (VZV),
a member of the herpesvirus
family.

"Only one serotype of
VZV is known, and humans
are the only reservoir.
Following infection, the
virus remains latent in neur-
al ganglia and in about 10-
20% of cases it is reactivat-
ed to cause herpes zoster, or
shingles, generally in per-
sons over 50 years of age or
immunocompromised indi-
viduals," it said.

THIS ROBOT CAN NAVIGATE LIVING
LUNG TISSUE TO DETECT TUMOR

Sc1entlsts from the
University of North
Carolina—-Chapel Hill and
Vanderbilt University in the
US have developed a robot
that can autonomously tra-
verse human lungs,
enabling physicians to reach
tumours that are extremely
small and hide deep within
tissues.

The robot with an
autonomous steerable nee-
dle can go from "Point A" to
"Point B" while avoiding
important structures, such
as tiny airways and blood
vessels, in a living laborato-
ry model.

"This technology allows
us to reach targets we can't
otherwise reach with a stan-
dard or even robotic bron-

choscope,” said Jason
Akulian, from the UNC
Department of Medicine. "It
gives you that extra few
centimeters or a few mil-
limeters even, which would
help immensely with pursu-
ing small targets in the
lungs," he added.

The robot, detailed in
the journal Science
Robotics, is made of sever-
al separate components. A
mechanical control provides
controlled thrust of the nee-
dle to go forward and back-
ward and the needle design
allows for steering along
curved paths. The needle is
made from a nickel-titani-
um alloy and has been laser
etched to increase its flexi-
bility.

QCI CALLS FOR HEALTHCARE QUALITY
INTERVENTIONS IN RURAL AREAS

The Quality Council of
India (QCI) has high-
lighted the importance of ini-
tiating healthcare quality
interventions in rural areas
and tier 2 and tier 3 cities with
the launch of Digital Health
Accreditation Standards for
Hospitals among others.

In order to achieve the
goal of patient safety, the
National Accreditation
Board for Hospitals and
Healthcare Providers
(NABH) has recently
released new standards
including 1st Edition of
Digital Health Accreditation
Standards for Hospitals,
Entry Level Certification
Standards for Dental
Clinics, Care Home
Accreditation Standards and
3rd Edition of Accreditation
Standards for Dental Service
Providers among others to
ensure patient safety at the
grassroots level.

The NABH is a con-
stituent board of QCI, set up
to establish and operate
accreditation programmes for
healthcare organisations.

Jaxay Shah, chairper-
son, QCI, said, “We believe
that quality change begins at
the very foundation of our
healthcare system, not limit-
ed to only metropolitan cities
but also in the rural and tier
2 and tier 3 cities of India”

Dr RP Singh, secretary
general, QCI said,
“Recognizing the profound
significance of quality and
well-being of patients, a
robust quality ecosystem in
healthcare is not only crucial
for elevating our healthcare
industry but also for position-
ing it firmly on the global
map.

Dr. Atul Mohan Kochhar,
CEO, NABH empbhasized on
the intricate link between
technology and patient safety.

NEUBERG DIAGNOSTIC STRENGTHENS
ITS POSITION IN SECTOR

euberg Diagnostics

Private Limited, a
prominent player in the diag-
nostics sector with a global
presence, has announced the
successful merger of Neuberg
Supratech Reference
Laboratory, Ahmedabad, and
Neuberg Anand Reference
Laboratory, Bangalore, into
Neuberg Diagnostics Private
Limited. This merger has
been facilitated through an
NCLT court-based process,
further solidifying Neuberg

Diagnostics' position as a
frontrunner in the diagnos-
tic industry.

Dr GSK Velu, chairman
and managing director of
Neuberg Diagnostics said,
"The merger marks a signifi-
cant step forward in our jour-
ney to provide unparalleled
healthcare solutions. By inte-
grating these renowned labo-
ratories, we reinforce our
commitment to delivering
excellence in diagnostics and
patient care."

TECHEAGLE, AlIM JODHPUR BID TO
REACHOUT TO TRIBALS

TechEagle, India's leading
drone delivery company,
announces partnership with
AIIMS Jodhpur to deliver
healthcare essentials for the
tribal population. Its state-of-
the-art, hybrid e-VTOL
Drone, Vertiplane X3 took off
for its maiden flight from
Sirohi carrying medicines to
Waloriya, a location habited
by the tribal population.
ATIMS, Jodhpur is recognised
as a “Centre of Excellence

(COE) for Tribal Health” by
the Union Ministry of Tribal
Affairs.

Vikram Singh Meena,
founder & CEO of TechEagle
said, “Time is the most crucial
dimension when we talk
about emergency healthcare
as every second is important
in such a scenario and by
deploying innovative solu-
tions such as drones a lot of
time could be saved and in
turn lives”
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he rise of Sikh ethno-
I nationalism in the 1980s
posed a threat to India’s
territorial integrity. Since then,
it has transcended the borders
of India. The way the 21st-cen-
tury Khalistan movement is
shaped and propagated to its
followers is markedly different
from the violent upsurge of the
1980s. It is much more glob-
alised now. While hardcore
advocates like Amritpal Singh
have followed in the footsteps
of the Bhindranwale cult, the
worldwide network of
Khalistani sympathisers has
provided the movement with
an easier source of sustenance
than in the past.

The history of Khalistan
lies in the roots of Sikhism. The
revered Sikh religion was
founded by Guru Nanak in
Punjab in the 15th century. It
boasts more than 25 million
followers worldwide, with Sikhs
constituting a minority group
in India, making up less than
2 per cent of the country’s total
population of 1.4 billion today.
However, they are a majority in
their home State of Punjab.

The word “Khalistan” sig-
nifies the establishment of an
ethno-religious sovereign state
for the Sikhs, referred to as the
land of the Khalsa. This is
defined as the “land of the
pure” Additionally, Khalsa
encompasses both a commu-
nity of believers who consider
Sikhism their faith and a group
of initiated Sikhs. Devout
orthodox Sikhs are ritually
admitted to this community
upon reaching puberty. The
very concept of Khalsa was
established by the tenth Sikh
Guru, Gobind Singh, in the
year 1699.

However, the demand for
the establishment of Khalistan
is a relatively recent develop-
ment, originating during the
period of British colonialism in
India. It primarily emerged in
the Punjab region. Some pro-
ponents of Khalistan assert
that their envisioned state
encompasses the current
Punjab State, while others
advocate for the inclusion of
the Punjab region in Pakistan,
along with a demand to incor-
porate other significant neigh-
bouring states such as Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, and the
Chandigarh region.

Furthermore, Shimla and
Lahore are considered the two
potential capitals of Khalistan.
The original call for the for-
mation of Khalistan was, in
fact, a response to the Pakistan
Resolution of 1940. This reso-
lution, also known as the
Lahore Resolution, was
authored and prepared by
Muhammad Zafarullah Khan
and ratified by the All India

PERSPECTIVE

Health insurance is
vital, especially
during unpredictable
times like the
Covid-19 pandemic. It
helps cover medical
expenses and
provides financial
security. India has
made progress in
healthcare
accessibility through
schemes like RSBY
and AB-PMJAY,
aiming to leave no
one hehind

DIPANSHU NIJANANDI

Muslim League on March 23,
1940. The term “Khalistan”
was first coined by Dr VS
Bhatti to signify an indepen-
dent Sikh State in March 1940.

The primary objective
behind the Khalistan demand
was to secure better represen-
tation for Sikhs in political
institutions and to establish a
homeland for the community.
After the partition of India in
1947, the Sikhs were deeply
affected as Punjab was divided
into two parts — one remained
with India and the other with
Pakistan. This further fueled
the demand for a Sikh home-
land.

The Canadian connection
to the Khalistan movement is
longstanding. The current con-
troversy surrounding Khalistan
has strained the relationship
between India and Canada,
particularly after Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau stated
in Canadas Parliament that
there were credible allegations
linking Indian Government
agents to the June murder of
the Sikh separatist leader,
Hardeep Singh Nijjar. The
Indian Government promptly
denied any involvement in
Nijjar’s killing. It is evident that
Trudeau is attempting to avoid
openly addressing the issue of

the growing Khalistan move-
ment in Canada.

India has repeatedly
accused Canada of continu-
ously supporting the Khalistan
movement, which is banned in
India. However, this move-
ment enjoys widespread pop-
ularity among a substantial
section of Sikhs worldwide.

What Trudeau is doing
today amounts to nothing
more than resorting to vote
bank politics in Canada.
According to Indian estimates,
nearly 8,000-9,000 Khalistani
radicals exert influence over
approximately 15 gurdwaras,
using them as centres for
fundraising and garnering sup-
port for political parties in
Canada. Their primary sphere
of influence lies in political
mobilisation in Brampton,
Ontario, as well as Vancouver
and Surrey in British
Columbia. Instead, Trudeau
should have recognised the
gravity of the situation and
cooperated with the Indian
Government in expelling all
Khalistani activists from his
country.

The day will come when
they may pose a potential secu-
rity threat to Trudeau’s fellow
citizens. There is an abun-
dance of evidence pointing to

the growth of Sikh militancy in
Canada. In June 2020, Indian
intelligence agencies issued a
warning that criminal gangs
based in Canada, comprising
Indian expatriates from Punjab,
including Sikhs for Justice
(SF]), are directly providing
funding to the Khalistanis. The
infamous Dhaliwal and Grewal
gangs, operating in the British
Columbia Province and
involved in a drug-trafficking
network, have connections to
Gurpatwant Singh Pannu of the
SFJ. Additionally, another noto-
rious syndicate called the
Brother’s Keepers of Vancouver
has been linked to these gangs.

Furthermore, the SFJ is
establishing close links with the
Pakistani establishment and
agencies in order to reignite the
Khalistan movement. It is
reported that the SFJ is dili-
gently working to organise a
referendum for self-determi-
nation on the issue of
Khalistan. Canadian authorities
must take note that SFJ activists
in Punjab and the Tarai region
of Uttar Pradesh are consis-
tently receiving substantial
funds from gangs based in
that country.

Pannun has issued a threat
to Indo-Canadian Hindus, urg-
ing them to leave Canada and

return to India. In a public
video message, he stated,
“Indo-Canadian Hindus, you
have renounced your allegiance
to Canada and the Canadian
Constitution. Your destination
is India. Leave Canada and go
to India”

This has sparked another
diplomatic dispute between
India and Canada. This will
result in significant economic
losses for both nations.
Moreover, the expulsion of
diplomatic staff from both
sides, along with visa restric-
tions, will only lead to a severe
strain in their bilateral relations.

“While there is currently
no active insurgency in Punjab,
there has been ongoing support
for the Khalistan movement in
the State. Consequently, suc-
cessive Central governments
issued repeated warnings about
Khalistanis attempting a resur-
gence and seeking to influence
the youth of Punjab.

Moreover, Punjab’s politi-
cal instability, fueled by infight-
ing within the Congress and
the rise of the Aam Aadmi
Party to power, has created an
environment where neigh-
bouring Pakistan, its state agen-
cies, and Sikh extremist fac-
tions based in Canada have
been relentless in their efforts

to destabilise Punjab in recent
times.

The warning issued by
Ganga Singh Dhillon was stark:
“We are not seeking just a piece
of land. We are looking for a
territory where Sikhs can safe-
guard their women and chil-
dren. Where a Sikh can deter-
mine his own destiny — where
our religious shrines are not
subject to being overrun by
army tanks. You can call it an
independent Punjab, a sover-
eign state, or Khalistan. What
we are requesting is a home-
land for the Sikh nation” (‘Give
us Khalistan and leave us in
peace, The Illustrated Weekly of
India, July 21, 1985).

However, Harjot strongly
contends that the emotional
attachment with Punjab among
Sikhs is relatively recent and
does not trace back to the
early days of the Sikh commu-
nity as some Khalistan ideo-
logues might assert today. It is
the convergence of history and
geography, discourse and space,
territoriality and metacom-
mentaries that has transformed
Punjab into Khalistan. Both
Punjab and Khalistan are
human-made constructs, and
there is nothing inherently
natural about them (Harjot S
Oberoi, ‘From Punjab to

Khalistan: Territoriality and
Metacommentary, Pacific
Affairs, Spring 1987)

Answers to these underly-
ing currents are not very diffi-
cult to find in a globalised
world. We are all part of a flat
world where identities and cul-
tural insignia are often over-
shadowed by economic desires,
in contrast to what we experi-
enced in a pre-globalised era.
Migration has become a way of
life. As more and more Sikhs
migrated abroad, particularly
to the US, the UK, and Canada
for a better life, these extrem-
ist elements started relying on
this extensive diaspora for their
sustenance.

Back in India, all these
groups are banned, and author-
ities are closely monitoring
their activities and local con-
nections. Consequently, they
have found Canada to be a
favourable ground for pro-
moting and motivating many
youths to support their agenda.
For a long time, Khalistanis
have been organising against
India in Canada, and successive
administrations in Ottawa are
well aware of this.

Trudeau should not have
aligned himself with one of the
banned terror groups in India.
He is well aware that he is on
the wrong side. These
Khalistanis have no allegiances;
they simply want to keep their
agenda alive so that their sup-
porters and sympathisers
remain intact for the long run.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi extended a helping hand
to Trudeau, and he should
have responded by taking deci-
sive action to eradicate these
criminal gangs from Canadian
soil altogether.

We all must understand
that terrorists recognise no
religion or boundaries. They
are enemies of civil society and
universally recognised liberties
of modern society. They stand
against peace and humanity. As
two democracies, India and
Canada must join forces in the
fight against Khalistanis. It is
now time to prevent them
from spreading their agenda
and destabilising peace in both
countries. The resurgence of
the Khalistani movement is a
warning signal for both Punjab
and all of India. This must be
addressed with a superior secu-
rity and intelligence strategy
and network. Undoubtedly,
Delhi today possesses much
stronger anti-terror infra-
structure and more robust
leadership than it did in the
1980s to deal with
Bhindranwale-like symptoms.

(The writer is currently
president of the Global Research
Foundation)

Khalistan terror: Globalised 21st century challenge

The rise of Sikh
ethno-nationalism in
the 1980s
threatened India’s
integrity. Today’s
Khalistan movement
is more globalised,
with a worldwide
network of
sympathisers.
Khalistan movement
has ties to Canada,
straining
India-Canada
relations.
Khalistanis aim to
influence Sikh youth
in Punjah.
Addressing this
threat requires a
robust security and
intelligence
approach. It is
imperative for India
and Canada to
collaborate against
terrorism,
transcending
boundaries and
religions.

MAKHAN SAIKIA

India’s healthcare 1n uncertain ttmes

Throughout the Covid-19
pandemic, individuals
experienced the unfortunate
loss of their loved ones, and a
significant portion of them
also had the dual burden of los-
ing both loved ones and finan-
cial resources while their hos-
pitalisation for treatment.
There exists a well-known
adage that posits food, clothing,
and shelter as the fundamental
necessities of human existence.

However, it is crucial to
acknowledge an additional ele-
ment that is often overlooked
by the majority of individuals:
the acquisition of health insur-
ance. The natural world dis-
plays a significant degree of
unpredictability and pre-
dictability, which is mirrored in
the fragility of human exis-
tence. Any form of misfortune
has the potential to lead to
varying degrees of harm, rang-
ing from minor injuries to
severe consequences, including
loss of life. Sickness or disease
does not give advance notice
before affecting the human
body.

While it is indeed accurate
that money cannot purchase
life itself, it can provide assis-
tance in navigating challenging
circumstances for both indi-

viduals and their families. In
contemporary society, pos-
sessing a robust health insur-
ance coverage is imperative
due to the prevailing uncer-
tainties. It is a cornerstone of
personal financial planning,
encompassing an individuals
comprehensive financial
inflows and outflows.

A significant portion of the
population lacks awareness
regarding medical inflation, of
medical inflation, which is the
highest form of inflation.
Specifically, it compounds at an
annual rate of 15 per cent. This
implies that a medical treat-
ment currently priced at
%10,00,000 will escalate to
$40,00,000 over a period of ten
years. Therefore, one may com-
prehend the significance of
possessing a comprehensive
health insurance policy.

Undoubtedly, India’s
healthcare infrastructure has
shown significant progress in
recent years. In order to pro-
vide universal access to health-
care services for all citizens
inside the nation, the govern-
ment has implemented various
measures. The Rashtriya
Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY)
and Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-

PMJAY) are India’s two main
public health insurance
schemes. RSBY was established
in 2008 to offer those living in
poverty access to health insur-
ance. The scheme has now
been combined with the 2018-
born AB-PMJAY. This pro-
gramme was created to meet
the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and its overar-
ching promise to “leave no one
behind”

Aiming to cover 100 mil-
lion households, or around
500 million individuals,
nationwide with health insur-
ance, is AB-PMJAY. As of April
2023, data from the National
Health Authority shows that
over 50 million hospitalisa-
tions under AB-PMJAY had
been authorised, with a total
cost exceeding T80,000 crore.
Additionally, the programme
has enrolled over 23,000 hos-

pitals nationwide, which offer
beneficiaries a wide range of
medical services.

As of March 2022, the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) reported 62
non-life insurance companies
in operation, with 29 offering
health insurance products. In
addition, the country possessed
a total of six autonomous
health insurance carriers.

According to data from
the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI), the health
insurance market in India has
experienced significant growth
over a period of time. As of
March 2022, health insurance
companies had accumulated a
total of INR 64,230 crores in
premiums, reflecting a year-on-
year growth of 15.2 per cent.
During the corresponding time
period, a total of 7.69 crore
policies were successfully sold,
indicating a growth rate of
12.6 per cent compared to the
previous year.

In today’s era, it is crucial
for individuals to protect their
families by obtaining compre-
hensive health insurance cov-
erage to guard against unfore-
seen medical emergencies.

There are some crucial factors
to take into consideration
before to purchasing a health
insurance policy:

1) The sum insured ideal-
ly should be 15 to 20 times of
your annual income.

2) Purchase super top up
policy along with base insur-
ance policy to increase sum
insured cover, once your base
policy cover will exhaust then
super top up will come into
existence.

3) If you are a family per-
son then go for family floater
plans.

4) Claim settlement ratio
should be above 95 per cent.

5) High number of net-
work hospitals with cashless
treatment facilities.

6) Pre and post hospitali-
sation expenses should be cov-
ered.

7) Less waiting period for
named ailment and pre-exist-
ing diseases.

8) No claim bonus or
cumulative bonus in case of
claims also should be there.

9) No room rent capping
should be there in the policy.

10) Policy should have day
care; in-patient care treatment,
ICU cover and ambulance
cover up to sum insured with-

out any capping.

11) Automatic unlimited
recharge or restoration benefits
should be there for unrelated or
the same illness without any
waiting period.

12) Covid-19, Ayush treat-
ments, domiciliary hospitali-
sation and organ donor cover
should be there up to sum
insured.

13) Ideally claim settle-
ment should be done within 30
days of last document submis-
sion to the hospital or insured
by the insurance company.

14) No Co-payment clause
should be there.

Given the substantial cost
of healthcare in India, the inclu-
sion of health insurance is an
essential element in individual
financial strategising. Health
insurance provides individuals
and families with a sense of
security by safeguarding them
from the economic strain
caused by medical emergencies.
This is made possible by the
availability of many insurance
plans and the benefits offered
by insurance providers.

(The writer is a Research
Fellow, Atal School of
Management, Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), New Delhi)
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GREAT MEN ARE THEY WHO SEE THAT
SPIRITUAL IS STRONGER THAN ANY
MATERIAL FORCE - THAT THOUGHTS

RULE THE WORLD
— RALPH WALDO EMERSON
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ARIES Mmarch 21-April 19

This week is bathed in the essence of renewal and vitality for
you. You'll find yourself brimming with zeal, ready to tackle
challenges that once seemed daunting. Ideas that have been
simmering in your mind are now ready to evolve, igniting a
creative fervor that will engage you throughout the week. The
universe may present you with promising professional
avenues, be it a role that aligns more with your passion or a
deserved financial uplift. As the week unfolds, expect to be
enchanted by a heartfelt gesture or proposal, leading to
cherished moments with someone special. For some, the
winds of change beckon, signaling a shift in personal or
professional surroundings. Embrace the week’s blessings in
both love and career, for they hold the potential to reshape
your journey.

Lucky number 17 | Lucky colour Teal
Lucky day Sunday

LEO July 23-Aug 22

Your coffers are full, but so is your penchant for spending.
You embrace life grandly, with every moment brimming
with joy, satisfaction, and delight. As the week unfolds,
you're propelled by aspirations, particularly in the realm of
creativity. Engagements like shopping, social gatherings,
and perhaps even plotting a leisurely journey or business
expansion will keep you occupied. However, anticipate
unexpected shifts around mid-week. Your generous spirit,
coupled with your keen intuition, makes you attuned to the
needs of others. Mystical studies and spiritual quests might
captivate your attention. While you're diligent and exacting
when addressing various matters, be wary of potential
disagreements with those close to you. This week also
presents an opportunity to invest in your intellectual growth,
driven by a strong desire to refine and perfect your abilities.

Lucky number 20 | Lucky colour Red
Lucky day Thursday

SAGITTARIUS Nov 22-Dec 21

A harmonious and joyful ambiance is anticipated at home,
where the embrace of familial love awaits. Those distanced
from their families may find themselves returning to the
fold, cherishing these moments of togetherness.
Preparations for a significant event or gathering at home
might be on the horizon, with family reunions, special
occasions, and social engagements filling your schedule.
Journeys, especially those related to work, promise to be
rewarding and fulfilling. Your drive and laser-focused
approach set you apart. As the week concludes, a potential
air journey looms, or perhaps surprising news from abroad
that works in your favor will delight you. The universe
seems to be aligning in your favor, ushering in waves of
positivity and unexpected joys.

Lucky number 19 | Lucky colour Yellow
Lucky day Sunday

TAURUS April 20-May 20

In the upcoming week, financial matters take center stage for you.
Your focus sharpens on monetary affairs, be it recovering funds
lent to friends or relatives, or delving into investments, loans, and
credits. The idea of channeling resources into a new venture might
captivate your thoughts, prompting you to strategize financial

.| arrangements. As the week progresses, expect a surge in

professional tasks. A significant role or duty, demanding both your
time and expertise, will be entrusted to you. It's your unique
qualifications and foundational skills that make you the chosen
one for this task. While this recognition might stir envy among

| peers, remember that time is as invaluable as your talents.

Embracing confidence in your capabilities not only elevates your
professional stature but also cements your esteemed position in

| society.

Lucky number 3 | Lucky colour Sky Blue

VIRGO Aug 23-Sep 22

You find yourself tethered to bygone days, hindering your
progress and causing you to overlook fresh prospects. Old
adversaries continue to cast shadows, leading you to
question your own capabilities. While certain things may
have slipped away, hope still lingers. If recent times saw the
end of a relationship, it's an opportunity to transform this
setback into a leap forward. Adopting a ‘glass is half full
mindset can liberate you from lingering regrets. It might
also be beneficial to re-evaluate the expectations that
brought about this sense of disillusionment. In
understanding and addressing these feelings, you'll find a
path to healing and self-assurance.

Embracing the present moment and its myriad possibilities
can be your guiding light.

Lucky number 6 | Lucky colour Pink

CAPRICORN Dec 22-Jan 19

Your presence will radiate leadership and influence, enabling
you to accomplish tasks effectively. However, be cautious, as
this might inadvertently upset others. A blend of self-
assuredness and magnanimity enhances your allure, facilitating
smoother operations. Overconfidence, stemming from personal
achievements, can sometimes strain relationships. As the week
progresses, a deluge of responsibilities, both professional and
personal, might weigh on you. If you're considering expanding
your family, the stars seem aligned. Matters related to property,
be it acquisitions or home construction, will occupy your
attention. You stand at the helm of various initiatives, from new
projects to business ventures. Recognizing the value of time
becomes paramount. With unwavering concentration, this
period promises lucrative gains. The number 3 seems to
resonate positively with your endeavors this week.

This week, your dedication and perseverance bear fruit.
You emerge triumphant in every endeavor, mastering
challenges and molding them to your advantage. Your
innate leadership qualities empower you to take charge
and navigate situations with ease. A harmonious blend of
physical vigor and mental resilience enhances your aura,
making you shine distinctively. As the week draws to a
close, anticipate uplifting news. A lucrative job offer
might be on the horizon, or perhaps a long-awaited
salary hike. There’s also potential for unforeseen
financial windfalls that will bring a smile to your face.
Prepare yourself for a journey, perhaps related to your
professional pursuits. Indeed, the week holds a bounty
of blessings for you.

Lucky number 14 1 Lucky colour Mauve
Lucky day Friday

, Lucky day Wednesday Lucky day Saturday Lucky number 5 | Lucky colour Sea Green
Lucky day Friday
GEMINI may 21-June 20 LIBRA sep 23-Oct 22 AQUARIUS Jan 20-Feb 18

You possess immense wealth, not just in material terms but
also in emotional depth. This affluence grants you influence
and respect among peers and family. Your unwavering
determination and zeal are commendable. The wisdom
shared by an elder in the family will prove invaluable. As the
week progresses, your financial gains will increase.
Consider investing in noble endeavors during this phase.
The prospect of a significant business venture or expansion
looms large, with plans coming to fruition. An opportunity
to participate in a seminar, lecture, or to be a distinguished
guest at an event might present itself. Embrace the fresh
prospects that unfold. However, there may be moments
when you seek solitude, desiring a break from the
whirlwind of activities to reflect in quietude.

Lucky number 11| Lucky colour Tangerine
Lucky day Tuesday

The week commences with philanthropic endeavors, drawing
you towards spiritual engagements. Financial concerns might
preoccupy your thoughts. Whether it's executing monetary
transactions or anticipating the return of lent funds, money
remains central. You might find yourself approached for
financial assistance, and your generous nature ensures you're
there for those in need. However, by mid-week, potential
misunderstandings regarding finances could unsettle you.
Misplaced documents like account records or checkbooks point
to a momentary lapse in attention. Insights from a close friend
or partner will help you see things clearly. Your interests may
lean towards the arts, encompassing cinema, theater, and
poetry.. It's advisable to steer clear of excessive alcohol
consumption, as equilibrium in life is best achieved through
moderation.

Lucky number 13 | Lucky colour White
Lucky day Monday

CANCER June 21-July 22

You need to harness your emotions! Your deep feelings
and sensitivities are currently at the forefront, potentially
leading to regrets about the past or unintended outbursts
towards loved ones. To navigate these intense emotions,
consider grounding practices. Meditation, yoga, and
pranayama can offer solace, as can immersing yourself in
uplifting literature. Remember, the past is behind you;
reflecting on the present to illuminate a brighter future
should be your focus this week. Embrace the end of one
chapter and the beginning of another, showcasing your
resilience and wisdom. Evading challenges isn't the
answer. Instead, let optimism and faith guide your path.
For this week, it might be wise to steer clear of the
number eight in significant endeavors.

Lucky number 8 Lucky colour Turquoise
Lucky day Monday

Madhu Kotiya is a tarot card reader, spiritual healer, and Founder, MShezaim Institute of Tarot and Divination. Contact details: madhu@indiatarot.com, www.indiatarot.com, M: 9873283331

@ =" SCORPIO Oct 23-Nov 21

Q Your mental fortitude is the driving force behind overcoming
) challenges. At your workplace, you might encounter obstacles,
disagreements, and differing viewpoints. Succumbing to
impatience can lead to disputes, disrupting harmony both
professionally and personally. Thus, maintaining a calm and
balanced mindset is crucial now. Pay attention to your well-
being; issues like elevated blood pressure, emotional
fluctuations, or for women, irregular menstrual cycles, might
arise. As the week concludes, stay vigilant of rivals who might
seek to undermine you. Navigating these challenges requires
both resilience and introspection. Surrounding yourself with
supportive individuals can bolster your spirit and provide
clarity. Remember, every experience, even the trying ones,
offers lessons that contribute to your personal and
professional growth.

Lucky number 2 | Lucky colour Purple
Lucky day Wednesday

PISCES Feb 19-March 20

The week begins on a challenging note, with potential
discord from colleagues or family members. Unmet
expectations or delays in your endeavors might lead to
feelings of frustration. However, patience is key, as a shift
in circumstances is on the horizon. An unexpected
opportunity, one you've anticipated for a long time, might
suddenly present itself. Seize it promptly before someone
else does. Financially, this period is set to be prosperous,
\ with significant inflows. Some might be tempted to
indulge in luxury purchases. It's wise to steer clear of
negative influences during this time, as they could lead to
confusion or harm. Your spiritual strength acts as a
protective shield against any adversities. Exercise caution
in relationships and financial dealings.

Lucky number 91 Lucky colour Mustard
Lucky day Thursday

cessive steps of dhyana process,

which begins with Pratyahara. It
implies withdrawing the senses away
from the external world and turn our
attention inwards. The whole dhyana
process is pursued in this very mode.
It needs to be appreciated that all hap-
penings out in open originate within
one’s mind. You visualise, ideate, dis-
criminate, articulate, and then will
upon to act. And the nature of any

Let us now move to the four suc-

action is influenced by how each mind
is inherently framed. You need to look

within to figure out what lies in store

of the inner realms of the mind. In the

process, before the final desired desti-
nation is struck upon, one passes
through various layers of mind that
throw light on memory impressions

ASTROTURF
BHARAT BHUSHAN PADMADEQ

Impressions of unpleasant experiences
in the past keep alive hurt feelings,
which keep disturbing our emotional
frame of mind. In turn, they induce a
sense of fear and insecurity about
future. Mind remains so much occu-
pied with these thoughts that it doesn’t
allow space necessary to process any
fresh thought objectively. Mind, thus,
remains unnerved and therefore
becomes restive. But then, without
becoming aware of them, it would not
be possible to resolve and get disen-
gaged from them. So, the first call is to
get disengaged from that thought
crowd with the help of fresh educative
inputs. Denial does not help. Having
thus disengaged oneself from the
indwelling thought crowd which other-
wise keep hounding us from within,

picked up in the immediate and distant  one feels unburdened and relaxed.

past.
Going through the process, first

comes to sight thought crowd gathered
up that relate to immediate past. Mind

Following which, doors open to strike
even still deeper layers of mind.

As we move deeper, one’s true
nature gets revealed — inherent vulner-

keeps flirting with them nonstop. Large abilities and workable part of

majority of them are inconsequential

and negative. They engage our atten-

tion in immediate terms. Also, persis-
tent desires keep chasing us.

indwelling potential - coming as they
may as reflection of the Karmic
imprints carried over from the past.
We, thus, become aware of our inher-

Now you can write to us at

Dharana leads to Dhyana

ent tendencies — desires, habits, likes &
dislikes, prejudices & obsessions,

virtues & attributes. Also, our

indwelling potential. Accordingly, one
could take necessary corrective initia-
tives to get over limitations of mind
again through fresh educative inputs.

indwelling potential, hone them fur-
ther, and make them worthy of being

creative abilities could be further
amplified by expanding one’s reach
through conscious efforts.

Also, acknowledge the workable part of

applied in contemporary terms. Even

Once well established in the
process, step-by-step one could go
deeper and deeper, and unravel memo-
ry impressions laid down even at
unconscious level. Eventually, one may
strike at the core of existence. One’s
true self then gets revealed. One then
realises the unity underlying all diverse
existences. That makes one rise above
the sense of duality and thereby relative
perception. One’s full potential of
mind thus gets unfolded when it would
know no limits.

Once mind gets interiorised, the
next step is to develop Dharana. Here
begins the dhyana process proper. It
calls for training one’s mind to remain
focused to wherever attention is paid.
It needs to be appreciated here that to
get to the bottom of an issue in hand,
or successfully make it to the desired
destination, focused attention is neces-
sary. To go about, one needs a concept
to work upon, is what dharana literally
stands for. That drives the process fur-
ther. Concept involves thought. You
may reflect upon a thought but can’t
concentrate on it, no matter how valu-
able it is. To overcome this limitation,
some iconic imageries are made use of

in Indian tradition over which one is
supposed to concentrate. They are
named as deities so that we could
engage with them with a sense of ven-
eration. An image has instant appeal.
They are so drawn as to portray the
dharana that drives through the
dhyana process. The educative mes-
sage entailed in the imagery, does also
throw light on how to organise our
thought process that may help us con-
duct with ease and comfort overriding
all challenges coming our way.
Simultaneously a mantra identified
with the imagery in focus is chanted,
which again is a verbal projection of
the concept. That makes the process
even more potent. As the mantra res-
onates with the imagery in focus, it
helps develop concentration. The
process does also help inculcate a
value system. Here comes the role of a
Guru, who identifies and suggests an
iconic figure suited to individual
needs.

The writer is an astrologer, vastu consultant
and spiritual counsellor. Connect with him at
Tel: 91-11-9818037273/9871037272

Email: bharatbhushanpadmadeo@gmail.com
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