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In a stunning display of skill,
the Indian women’s cricket

team secured victory over Sri
Lanka, claiming the gold medal
in Asian Games 2023 in
Hangzhou in China on
Monday. In another remarkable
feat, India not only set a new
world record but also secured
the gold in the men’s 10 air rifle
team event on Day 2 of the
Asian Games.

Rookie pacer Titas Sadhu
singlehandedly earned a gold
medal for the Indian women’s
cricket team in its maiden
appearance as it defeated Sri
Lanka by 19 runs in a low-scor-
ing final of the Asian Games
here on Monday.

On a pitch difficult for
batting, the Indian women’s
team struggled to 116 for seven
but it was just about par score.

However Titas, who is just
four days shy of her 19th birth-
day, bowled a devastating first
spell and finished with superb
figures of 4-1-6-3 to play a big
role in restricting Sri Lanka to
97 for eight in 20 overs.

She had an able ally in leg-
spinner Devika Vaidya (4-0-15-
1), who kept a tight leash on the
islanders.

Left-arm spinner
Rajeshwari Gayakwad (3-0-
20-2) and off-spinner Deepti
Sharma (4-0-25-1) started off

badly but were on target dur-
ing the back-end as Indian
women always looked in com-
plete control.

This was one gold medal
that India were expected to
win, but the standard of crick-
et was pretty poor, and the
nature of wicket didn’t help
matters.

Teenage pace sensation
Sadhu on Monday said “staying
calm” and “playing according
to the plan” devised during
mid-innings was key to win-
ning the gold medal in their
maiden Asian Games appear-
ance, despite posting a below-
par total on the board in the
final here on Sunday. 

“We all had a clear plan of
what we had to do. Obviously,
we got a good momentum in
the first over itself. We had dis-
cussed during the innings
break that we will keep calm
and stick to what we had decid-
ed,” said Sadhu, who returned
with impressive figures of 3 for
6 from her four overs. 

“The way we came back
into the match showed exact-
ly that,” she added. 

The 18-year-old right-arm
medium pacer from Bengal
was delighted to win the gold
for the country in the continen-
tal showpiece. 

“It was a great opportuni-
ty we got this time, and the fact
that we were able to grab that

opportunity, I’m very glad and
grateful,” Sadhu said. 

In shooting, Indian shoot-
ers made a telling statement at

the Asian Games, winning
three medals, including a team
gold, as the country’s marks-
men asserted their class by

grabbing five podium finishes
in just two days of competition
here.

A confident Indian 10m air

rifle team led by teenage world
champion Rudrankksh Patil
gave the country its first gold
medal at the continental

Games, securing the top place
on the podium with a world
record score on Monday.

Aishwary Pratap Singh
Tomar then earned the coun-
try an individual bronze —
India’s fourth in shooting so far
— in the event after a keen duel
with compatriot Rudrankksh,
who finished fourth.

The 25m rapid-fire team,
comprising Adarsh Singh,
Anish Bhanwala and Vijayveer
Sidhu, took the third spot with
an aggregate score of 1718
after a tie with Indonesia.

China took the gold with a
score of 1765, while South
Korea bagged silver, aggregat-
ing 1734.

The trio of Rudrankksh,
Olympian Divyansh Singh
Panwar and Aishwary aggre-
gated 1893.7 in the qualifica-
tion round to beat back the
challenge of the shooting pow-
erhouse China and South
Korea on way to the 10m air
rifle team gold.

In one of the most domi-
nating displays seen by Indian
air rifle shooters in multi-dis-
cipline events, the 19-year-old
Rudrankksh shot a superb
632.5, Tomar 631.6 and Panwar
629.6 to aggregate the world
record score as South Korea
was pushed to second spot
(1890.1), while the 
Chinese team was a distant
third with an aggregate score of

1888.2.
Meanwhile, Naorem

Roshibina Devi qualified for
the semi-finals in the Women’s
60 kg Wushu (Sanda) to assure
India of another medal in the
Asian Games, here on Monday.

She outplayed her opening
opponent in the quarterfinal,
Aiman Karshyga of
Kazakhstan, convincingly
through points difference.

Roshibina Devi had won
the bronze medal at the last
Asian Games in the same cat-
egory. Notably, she was a gold
medallist in the same category
at the 2019 South Asian Games.

In the men’s section, Surya
Bhanu Partap Singh reached
quarterfinals after winning his
pre-quarters bout against
Islombek Khaydarov of
Uzbekistan in the 60kg catego-
ry in Sanda.

His bout lasted three
rounds as the Indian prevailed
2-1. Partap, also a bronze
medallist from the previous
edition of the Asian Games, has
won a couple of medals of the
same colour in the World
Wushu Championships.

He also won the gold
medal in the 2016 South Asian
Games. In the final men’s bout
of the day in the 65 kg catego-
ry, Vikrant Baliyan was
knocked out in the pre-quarters
by Samuel Marbun of
Indonesia by a 1-2 margin.
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The AIADMK on Monday
called off its alliance with

the BJP irked over the report-
ed allegations made by the
Hindutva party’s State chief K
Annamalai against former
Chief Ministers CN Annadurai
and J Jayalalithaa.

“There is no more alliance
between the AIADMK and the
BJP. We have also come out of
the National Democratic
Alliance,” said party strongman
KP Munusamy, who briefed the
media after the day-long con-
clave of the party’s State and
district leaders held at Chennai.

Munusamy also declared
that there would be no more
alliance between the AIADMK
and the BJP in future. 

The entire AIADMK cadre
and leadership are upset and
shocked over the comments
made by Annamalai that
Annadurai, former Chief
Minister and party icon, had
humiliated Hinduism at an

event in 1956.
A prelude to this decision

was made by former AIADMK
minister D Jayakumar that
there was no alliance between
his party and the BJP as on
date.

“Alliances are made at the
time of election. All I can say
is that there is no NDA or
alliance with the BJP. I don’t
know what is in store for the
party in future,” Jayakumar
had told reporters last week.

Over the last few months,
the ties between the BJP and
the AIADMK were getting viti-
ated over many issues. While
leaders of the BJP remained
incommunicado about the lat-
est developments, political
pundits in Tamil Nadu are of
the view that the AIADMK had
committed a political hara-
kiri by snapping the ties with
the Hindutva party.

“What the AIADMK has
done today is the repetition of
what the DMK did during
2014 Lok Sabha polls. The
DMK had snapped its ties with

the Congress and the result was
a disaster for the former. It
failed to win even a single seat
from the State. 

“Jayalalithaa, who led the
AIADMK from the front, had
projected herself as a Prime
Ministerial candidate and
bagged 37 of the 39 Lok Sabha
seats. Do you think  Edappadi
Palanisamy, the general secre-
tary of the AIADMK has the
charisma of Jayalalithaa? The
AIADMK is in for major trou-
ble if it goes solo,” said GC
Shekhar, veteran commentator.

He also pointed out that if
the AIADMK had wanted to
come out of the NDA, it should
have done in August itself
when Annamalai is reported to
have made the statement con-
demning Annadurai. 

“If the AIADMK leader-
ship is upset over Annamalai’s
statement, why did Palanisamy
go and meet the Union Home
Minister afterwards?,” asked
Shekhar.   

Rangaraj Pande, former
editor-in-chief of Thanthi TV,

is of the view that the
AIADMK’s resentment is only
towards the State leadership of
the BJP. 

“Edappadi Palanisamy has
close links with Home Minister
Amit Shah and the party’s all
India chief JP Nadda.
Annamalai seems to be the eye-
sore of the AIADMK. 

“Moreover the DMK lead-
ership is ridiculing the
AIADMK  leaders as slaves and
stooges of the BJP. Though it is
the end of the road for the BJP-
AIADMK alliance, anything
can happen after the 2024
polls,” said Pande.

The past ties between the
AIADMK and the BJP were not
at all comfortable. In 1998, the
AIADMK brought down the
Vajpayee-led NDA
Government after a year long
political honeymoon. 

Though the two parties
patched up by 2004, the DMK-
led front swept the AIADMK-
BJP combination by winning
all the 39 seats from the State. 
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The Ashok Gehlot
Government in Rajasthan

has wasted five important years
of the State’s youth, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
on Monday as he called upon
the people to oust the Congress
from power.

Addressing a BJP rally
here, the prime minister said
the Congress deserved zero
marks for the government it
ran in Rajasthan for the last five
years.

He accused the Congress
dispensation of patronising the
mafia leaking recruitment
exam question papers and said
when the BJP forms govern-
ment, strictest action will be
taken against the mafia.

The “Parivartan Sankalp
Mahasabha” marked the culmi-
nation of four ‘Parivartan
Yatras’ that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) took out in the poll-
bound state. Assembly elec-
tions in Rajasthan are due later
this year.

Addressing the well-
attended rally, Prime Minister

Modi said the Ashok Gehlot
government has wasted five
important years of Rajasthan’s
youth. The people of Rajasthan
have sounded the bugle for get-
ting rid of the Congress gov-
ernment for its misrule, he said.

He also targeted the
Congress over the women’s
reservation bill.

It was never the Congress’
intention to empower women,
else it could have passed a

women’s reservation bill during
its rule, the prime minister said,
adding the party now sup-
ported the bill under pressure
from women.

Modi said the Congress
and its “ghamandiya” partners
are staunch opponents of
women’s reservation. The
prime minister has often
attacked the opposition INDIA
bloc as “ghamandiya” (arro-
gant).

Earlier, Modi was wel-
comed by the BJP Mahila
Morcha cadre at the venue.

Modi reached the meeting
venue in Dadiya village in
Vatika on the outskirts of Jaipur
from a nearby helipad in an
open-top vehicle escorted by
activists of the BJP’s women
wing who raised slogans in his
support. 

Earlier, kickstarting
Madhya Pradesh poll cam-
paign, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
said the Congress and its allies
in the new “ghamandia”
alliance “reluctantly” support-
ed the Women’s Reservation
Bill in Parliament and warned
people that if given an oppor-
tunity, they will backtrack on
the historic legislation. 

Addressing a massive gath-
ering of BJP workers,
‘Karyakarta Mahakumb’, here,
the PM tore into the Congress,
equating the national party
with “rusted iron” and alleging
its functioning has been out-
sourced to “urban Naxals” and
that the organisation is not run
by leaders. 
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Before sounding the poll
bugle ahead of the urban

local bodies and panchayat
polls in the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
Monday chaired the Core group
meeting of J&K BJP leaders to
take stock of the party’s overall
poll preparedness.

“We are ready for elec-
tions”, the J&K BJP leaders
informed the Home Minister
during the first round of over
90-minute-long meeting con-
vened at his residence.  

However, a section of BJP
leaders who attended the meet-
ing also suggested that the
ULB/panchayat polls can be
deferred and conducted only
after the Lok Sabha polls. 

The meeting was also
attended by BJP president JP
Nadda, BJP general secretary
incharge of Jammu and
Kashmir Tarun Chugh and

co-incharge Ashish Sood.
Members of the BJP’s J&K
Core group headed by J&K unit
chief Ravinder Raina, organi-
sational secretary Ashok Koul,
both the Members of
Parliament from Jammu region
Dr  Jitendra Singh (MoS PMO)
and Jugal Kishore attended the
brainstorming session and
reviewed the party’s poll pre-
paredness.

A senior BJP leader from
Jammu who attended the meet-
ing told The Pioneer that the
Union Home Minister holds
quarterly review meetings
along with the party’s Core
group to take stock of the
progress of ongoing organisa-
tional activities.

Referring to the urban
local bodies elections/panchay-
at polls, the BJP leader said that
the first round of the meeting
took place in the afternoon
while the second round is
scheduled to take place in the
evening. 

The decision to hold the
ULB/panchayat polls will be
taken later by the concerned
election authorities. 

“We have apprised the
Union Home Minister about
the political scenario in Jammu
and Kashmir that we are ready
for elections”.

The Union Home Ministry
is expected to review the pre-
vailing security situation sep-
arately before taking a final call
on holding the polls before the
forthcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions. The ULB/panchayat polls
are due in Jammu and Kashmir
between October and
December. 

The municipal elections
were last held in J&K in
September 2018, in four phas-
es and on a party basis. J&K has
two municipal corporations, 19
municipal councils, and 57
municipal committees.

The term of Srinagar
Municipal Corporation (SMC)
will be complete on November

5 and that of Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) on
November 14.

The terms of all other
municipal bodies, including
councils and committees in the
UT will end between October
and November.

The BJP had won the
majority of seats in the Jammu
Municipal Corporation while
Junaid Mattu, candidate 
of the Peoples Conference was
elected as the Mayor with sup-
port from the BJP in the
Srinagar Municipal
Corporation.

On the other hand, the last
panchayat polls were held on a
non-party basis during
November-December 2018,

Emerging out of the first
round of meeting some of the
local BJP leaders informed the
media persons that the discus-
sion revolved around the
party’s poll preparedness ahead
of the Urban Local
Bodies/Panchayat polls. 
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I Rajender Singh S/o Sh. Gopi 

Ram R/o Village Nahri, Tehsil & Distt. 

Sonipat has disowned my son 

Manjeet Singh from my all movable-

immovable property as he is out of 

my control. In future, if anybody deals 

with him, he/she will do at their own 

risk. 

I Rano W/o Shripal House 957, 

Dadu Majra Chandigarh. My son 

Aman Kumar, daughter-in-law Nisha, 

their Children Kush and Sirat out of 

my control. I disown them from my 

moveable/ immovable properties. 

Anybody deal with them at their own 

Risk. 

I Nirmala W/o Sh. Azad Singh 

R/o Village Pinana, Teh. & Distt. 

Sonipat has disowned my son Sunil 

alias Sillu alias Kala from my all 

movable-immovable property as he is 

out of my control. In future, if anybody 

deals with him, he/she will do at their 

own risk. 

I,  P Venkataramanaiah s/o P 

Chinna Subbarayudu r/o 9-12, G 

Vaddipalli, G Agraharam, Rajampeta, 

Gopamambapuram, Cuddapah, 

Andhra Pradesh declare that in 

school record of my son, his name is 

wrongly written as  P Charan Teja. His 

correct name is Pasupuleti Charan 

Teja. Concerned note. 

We Avtar Singh s/o karam 

Singh and surjeet kaur w/o Avtar 

Singh r/o village Sithana tehsil 

matlauda distt panipat declare our 

son Manjeet Singh and his wife 

surekha are out of our control, so we 

disowned them from our all movable 

and immovable property and 

relationships. 

I, Raj Kumar S/o Chaman Lal 

R/o House D-1791, First Floor, Ansal 

Sushant Nagar, Panipat declare that 

my son Rohit Sharma and daughter 

in law Dimple are out of my control. 

So I disown them from my all 

movable and immovable properties. 

Anybody deals with them at his own 

risk. Me and my family will not be 

responsible for their any act. 

I, Deepti W/O Sh. Mukesh 

Kumar resident of VPO. Sersa sub 

Tehsil Rai Distt Sonipat (Haryana)  

my date of birth 18-04-1981. My 

name wrongly mention in my Aadhar 

card no. 489998901510 Dipati .my 

true and correct name is Deepti. 

Dipati and Deepti is one and same 

parson. I will be known as Deepti all 

future purposes. 

I Aman W/O Gurbaj Singh r/o 

Kotli Road, Sri Muktsar Sahib, do 

hereby solemnly affirm and declare 

that In the School Record of my minor 

daughter Mehak my name wrongly 

enter as Amandeep Kaur Instead of 

my correct name Aman All concerned 

may kindly note. 

We, Jasveer Singh, S/o Ajmeer 

Singh and Gurnail Kaur, W/o Jasveer 

Singh, R/o- H.no- 187, Village- 

Budhanpur  Sector- 16, Panchkula, 

declare that our son Jaswant Singh is 

out of our control, so we disown him 

from our movable- immovable 

property. Anybody dealing with him at 

their own risk. 

We, Satpal S/o Mammu Ram 

and Santosh Devi W/o Satpal, R/o- 

H.no-869, Rajiv Colony  Sector- 17, 

Panchkula, declare that our daughter 

Simran is out of our control, so we 

disown her from our movable- 

immovable property. Anybody dealing 

with her at their own risk. 

I, Joginder Singh S/o Harikesh 

R/o Amartisari Farm,Sarsawati khera 

Tehsil Pehowa Distt Kurukshetra My 

Brother Paramjeet  Is out of my 

control I, disown them  from all My 

moveable and immoveable 

properties. If Anybody deals with him  

at Own risk. 

We, Indu Mangla W/o Ravi 

Kumar / Ravi Kumar Son Satpal R/o 

587/16 Model Town Tehsil Pehowa 

Distt Kurukshetra Our Daughter 

Mahak Alis Mahak Mangla Is out of 

my control We disown them  from all 

My moveable and immoveable 

properties. If Anybody deals with him  

at Own risk. 

I, Ram Kumar S/o Kanshi Ram 

R/o House No 12, Near Nabha House 

Tehsil Pehowa Distt Kurukshetra My 

Son Ajay And His Wife Shivani Grand 

Daughter Sakshi are out of my control 

I, disown them  from all My moveable 

and immoveable properties. If 

Anybody deals with him  at Own risk. 

We Gurnam Singh  S/O Bawa 

Singh And Narinder Kaur W/O 

Gurnam Singh. R/O Village Jiwan 

Chak. Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur. Our 

Son Jobanjot Singh Our And Our 

Family Are Not Saying Out Of 

Control. So We Disinherit Them From 

My Movable And Immovable 

Property.  We Shall Not Be 

Responsible. 

I, Ritu Bala Kalyan, Legally 

Spouse Of No. 3195904A, Rank: 

Naik, Name Dinesh Kalyan (Retd), 

Residing  At Vpo Kutail, Teh. 

Gharaunda, Distt. Karnal (Haryana)-

132037 Have Changed My Name 

From Ritu Bala Kalyan To Reetu Bala 

Vide Affidavit/ Self Declaration Dated 

25 Sept. 2023. 

I, Urmila Devi Mother Of No.Jc-

543558L Nb/Sub Basant Singh 

Chufal Resident Of Village- Sini, 

Post- Sini, Tehsil- Munsiyari, District- 

Pithoragarh, State- Uttarakhand, Pin-

262251, Have Changed My Name 

From Urmila Devi To Udima Devi Vide 

Affidavit No.In-Pb41580992473963v 

Dated 19 Sep 2023 Before Notary 

Public Pathankot 

I, Anupam Spouse Of Mr Arun 

Kumar Tiwari Resident Of Village- 

Banghusra, Post- Jhali Dham, Tehsil 

& District Gonda, State- Up, Pin- 

271204, Have Changed My Name 

From Anupam To Anupam Tiwari Vide 

Affidavit In-Pb43786007553285v 

Dated 25 Sep 2023 Before Notary 

Public Pathankot 

I, Jasbeer Singh Resident Of 

Vpo Mustafabad, Tehsil- Jagadhri, 

District- Yamuna Nagar  State- 

Haryana, Pin-133103, Have Changed 

My Son Harwin Singh Dob From 05 

Sep 2010 To 05 Sep 2009  Vide 

Affidavit No.In-Pb41966389256665v 

Dated 20 Sep 2023 Before Notary 

Public Pathankot 

I, Shubhangi Spouse Of 

No.2798966M  Hav  Jagtap Nandu 

Babruvahan Resident Of Village- 

Sarmkundi, Post- Sarmkundi, Tehsil- 

Washi, District- Osmanabad, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-413503, Have 

Changed My Name From Shubhangi 

To Shubhangi Nandu Jagtap Vide 

Affidavit No.In-Pb43110670559052v 

Dated 22 Sep 2023 Before Notary 

Public Pathankot. 

We, Roop Raj S/O Late Sh. 

Chote Lal & Mrs. Sarojini Devi, W/O 

Shri Roop Raj, R/O H.No- 308-B, 

Village Saketdi, Tehsil & Distt 

Panchkula, Haryana- 134119, Declare 

That Our Son Pankaj & His Wife 

Sapna Are Totally Out Of Our Control. 

Today We Disown Both Of Them 

From All Our Movable And Immovable 

Properties. In Future, If Our Son And 

His Wife Make Any Transaction With 

Anyone, Then We Will Not Be 

Responsible For Anything. They 

Themselves Shall Be Responsible For 

Their Legal And Illegal Dealing. 

It is for general information that 

I, Sanjeev Kumar S/o Chiman Lal, 

Resident of Street No. 2, Subhash 

Nagar Giddarbhaha, Sri Muktsar 

Sahib, Punjab-152101, declare that 

name of mine and my wife has been 

wrongly written as Sanjeev Goyal and 

Meena in my minor son Ishant Goyal 

aged 17 years, cbse 10th and 10th 

class certificate. The actual name of 

mine and my wife are Sanjeev Kumar 

and Meena Rani Respectively, which 

may amended accordingly. It is 

certified that i have complied with 

other legal requirements in this 

connection. 

I Baldev Singh S/o Jasvir Singh 

R/o Vill Salempur Sekhan Teh 

Rajpura Distt Patiala that in my 

School certificate my DOB Wrongly 

entered 20/7/1989 buy my correct 

DOB is 5/2/1992. 

I, Harjit Singh S/o Swaran 

Singh R/o Sanher Teh-Zira 

(Ferozepur) Pb, India, declare that in 

my daughter Navneet Kaur 

matriculation certificate my name 

wrongly entered Harjeet Singh. But 

my correct name is Harjit Singh. so 

amended my name from Harjeet 

Singh to Harjit Singh in my daughter 

matriculation certificate. 

I hitherto known as Charanjit 

Singh Sandhu Son of Atma Singh R/o 

#233, Sandhu Patti, Rukhala, Tehsil 

Gidderbaha Distt. Sri Muktsar Sahib 

Punjab Pin Code- 152031, have 

changed my name and shall hereafter 

be known as Charanjit Singh. It is 

certified that i have complied with 

other legal requirements in this 

connection. 

I Raghubir Singh, S/o Sh. 

Luxman Dass, R/o village Andheri, 

Tehsil Naraingarh, District Ambala, 

declare that in my passport number 

J6607685, my wife's name has been 

written by mistake as Pinki Devi 

whereas her real name is Pinki. 

I, Gayatri legally wedded wife of 

No. 15185765X, Rank-NK, Name:- 

Prempal C/o 56 APO, resident of 

Village Malah, Po Bharatpur, Tehsil & 

District Bharatpur, PIN-321001, State 

Rajasthan, have changed my name 

from Gaytari Devi to Gayatri  vide 

affidavit attested by Notary Public, 

Jalandhar on dated  25/09/2023.   

I, No. 15185765X, Rank-NK, 

Name:- Prempal Unit 176 MED 

REGT. C/o 56 APO, resident of Village 

Malah, Po Bharatpur, Tehsil & District 

Bharatpur, PIN-321001, State 

Rajasthan, have changed name of my 

son from Yesh to Yash vide affidavit 

attested by Notary Public, Jalandhar 

on dated  25/09/2023.  

2706250W NK Rakesh Kumar 8 

Grenadiers R/O Sankhera, Teh. 

Chhachhrauli, Distt Yamunanagar 

State That In My Document My Parent 

Name Is Written Salindro Devi & 

Baljeet Singh Which Is Incorrect. 

While My Parent Name Is Surender 

Kaur & Baljeet Singh Which Is 

Correct. 

I Gurmeet Kaur W/O Harcharan 

Singh R/O Village Kheda Brahmanan, 

Teh. Bilaspur, Distt Yamunanagar My 

Husband No.14906578L Hav. 

Harcharan Singh's Army Record  

Spelled My Name As Gurmit Kaur And 

DOB As 02.07.1966. While My Name 

Spelling Gurmeet Kaur And DOB Is 

07.10.1964 Is Correct. Pay Attention 

To. 

हम  बलदेव िसंह पु� राम स	प  व 

बलिवंदर कौर  प�ी बलदेव िसंह िनवासी 

म.न. 271-72 चरखी मोह�ा  अंबाला षहर 

से बयान करते ह� िक हमारा पु� गगनदीप  

िसंह सराओ हमारे कहने-सुनने से बाहर है। 

हम इसे अपनी तमाम चल-अचल संपित से 

बेदखल करते ह�। इसके िकसी %कार के लेन 

देन व कानूनी -गैर कानूनी काय' के िलए हम 

व हमारा प)रवार िज+ेवार नही होगा। 

I Guljar Singh S/O Mahinder 

Singh R/O Teja, Patiala - 147111 

(Punjab) Have Changed My Name 

From Gulzar Singh To Guljar Singh. 

I Arti Chauhan W/O Parveen 

Kumar R/O House no- 671, New 

Shastri Nagar, Teh/Distt-Pathankot 

Pin --145001 Declair That in My 

Daughter Angel Birth Certificate & 

School Record My Name Written As 

Arti Please Correct it Arti Chauhan, 

Arti And Arti Chauhan One And Same 

Person/Lady. 

I, Jaspreet Singh S/o Malkiat 

Singh R/o Village & PO Meghowal 

Ganjian Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab 

declare that my given name Jaspreet 

and my    Surname Singh. 

I, Deepak Kumar s/o Sewa 

Singh VPO: Rupowal Tehsil: Dasuya, 

Distt.: Hoshiarpur- 144207, have 

changed my name to Harpreet Singh.  

I, Trishna Devi W/o Pawan 

Kumar R/o #66, Upper Mohalla, 

Tehsil-Kalka, Distt-Panchkula 

(Haryana) declare that Pawan Kumar 

and Pradeep Kumar both are my 

husband name. 

I, Bharpai W/o Balbir Singh R/o 

Badesara Tehsil and Distt. Bhiwani 

declare that Shanti and Bharpai both 

are my name, one and the same 

lady. In future I shall be known as 

Bharpai. 

I, Raj Kumari D/o Late Srinath 

Verma # 2037, Sector-45, Burail, 

Chandigarh have changed my name 

to Raj Kumari Verma. 

I, Seema Sharma W/o Rajbir 

Singh   #1595, Phase-2, Ramdarbar, 

Chandigarh have changed my name 

to Kirna Devi. 

I, Surinder Paul S/o Dhani Ram 

R/o VPO Kotla Distt. Jalandhar 

Punjab have changed my name from 

Surinder Paul to Surinder Pal. 

Concerned note. 

I Renuka Vinayak D/o Kailash 

Vinayak  Now W/o Karan Bhalla 

Changing my name and address after 

Marriage from Renuka Vinayak to 

Renuka Bhalla W/o Karan Bhalla R/o 

House No 5 Aastha Enclave 1 Kharar 

Punjab. 

I, Jashanjit Kaur Boparai D/O 

S. Ranjit Singh Rai R/O H.No. 2047, 

Phase 10, Sas Nagar (Mohali) Punjab 

Have Changed My Minor Daughter’s 

Name From Myra Rai Sidhu To Myra 

Rai. 

I Dilbagh Singh S/o Om 

Parkash, House 816, Phase-I, 

Ramdarbar Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Dilbagh 

Singh to Dilbag Singh. 

I, Sarvesh Kumar S/o Yad Ram 

R/o Village Prahlad Pur Post Office 

Darauli, Teh. Chandausi, District 

Sambhal (Uttar Pradesh) Now R/o 

House No. 2429, Mohalla Chhota 

Khera, Rupnagar have changed my 

name from Sarvesh Kumar to 

Mansingh.   

I Alluddin S/o Abdul Razak R/o 

#232, Saini Vihar, Phase 1, Baltana 

Zirakpur SAS Nagar Punjab have 

changed my name from Alluddin to 

Mohmaed Allauddin. 

I, Narrmada Ben is Legally Wed 

Wife (Spouse)of No.6498146A, Rank 

L/NK Name Damor Dinesh Galabhai, 

Unit 5471, ASC  C/o 56 APO, Declare 

That In My Husband Service Record 

My Name & DOB Wrongly Entered As 

Narrmada Ben & DOB As 12-03-1990, 

Instead of Damor Narmadaben & 

DOB 05-05-1988, Correct it.  

I,  B.L. Gupta S/O Bishambhar 

Dayal Gupta # 1091, Sector 29-B, 

Chandigarh have changed my name 

to Banwari Lal Gupta. 

I,  Komal Goswami W/O Pankaj 

Kumar Goswami R/O 447/1 Sector 45 

A Chandigarh Have Changed My 

Name To Komal Prabhakar. 

I Yogita Kochhar w/o Narinder 

Kochhar #201, Vivek Vihar, Ambala 

city, Haryana declared that I have 

changed my name from Yogita to 

Yogita Kochhar. Please Note. 

I, Ram Sawroop s/o Vishna 

Ram r/o village Kharian, Distt. Sirsa 

have changed my name from Ram 

Sawrup to Ram Sawroop. 

I, Bharthri Singh S/o Prem 

Singh and father of Sh. Jagat Singh 

R/o Village Jeetpura, Tehsil Hansi, 

District: Hisar Haryana, have 

Changed my name from  Bharthari 

Singh to Bharthri Singh for all future in 

purposes. 

I Dharam Singh S/o Ram Singh 

R/o Vill. Damog Bhoj Koti, Sub-Tehsil 

Morni, Distt. Panchkula. I have 

changed my minor son’s name from 

D.K. Thakur to Deepak Kumar Thakur. 

I, Sachin S/o Balkar Singh R/o 

Rasidan, Tehsil-Narwana, Distt.Jind 

(Haryana) want to changed my father 

name from Balkar to Balkar Singh in 

my school (10th) DMC record. 

I Raj Kumar Kalra S/O Subhash 

Kalra R/O Hno. 156, Kumhar Mandi , 

Kacha Bazar Ambala Cantt I Have 

Changed My Name Raj Kumar. 

I Saroj Rani W/o  Satish Garg 

R/o H No 228 Ward No 18 Sadhu 

Mandi Thanesar Kurukshetra  have 

changed my name  to  Saroj Garg. 

I, Hitherto Known As Naresh 

Kumar Son Of Tulsi Ram Residing At 

116a, Near Trikoni Park, Basant 

Avenue, District Amritsar-143001  

Punjab Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As Naresh 

Kumar Rai. 

I, Hitherto Known As Sandeep 

Singh Randhawa Son Of Balbir Singh 

Randhawa Residing At H.No.40, Mall 

Road, District Amrisar-143001 Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Sandeep 

Randhawa 

I, Hitherto Known As Inayat 

Daughter Of Sandeep Randhawa 

Residing At H.No.40, Mall Road, 

District Amrisar-143001 Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Inayat Kaur 

Randhawa 

I Hitherto Known As Gurwinder 

Kaur Gill W/O Jaspreet Singh Gill 

Residing At Vill. Danewala, Moga-

142043 Punjab Have Changed My 

Name And Shall Hereafter Be Known 

As Gurwinder Kaur. 

I Hitherto Known As Nonika 

Chawla Wife Of Joginder Singh 

Residing At H.No.A-12, Ranjit 

Avenue, Amritsar-143001 Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Nonika Arora. 

I Hitherto Known As Preet 

Devinder Kaur Othee Wife Of Avtar 

Singh Othee Residing At 409, Guru 

Ram Dass Urban Estate, Ajnala 

Road, Amritsar-143008 Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Preet 

Devinder Kaur. 

I Hitherto Known As Harpreet 

Singh Kang Son Of Kashmir Singh 

Residing At Vpo Kang Tehsil Khadoor 

Sahib, Tarn Taran-143401 Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Harpreet 

Singh. 

I, Kuldip Singh S/O Gajjan 

Singh R/O Village Sarja Mirja Channa 

Tehsil Patti District Tarn Taran Have 

Changed My Name From Kuldip 

Singh To Kuldeep Singh 

I, Harpreet Singh S/O Manjit 

Singh Khurana R/O 122, Opp 

Springdale School Lane, Near Apna 

Tent House, Chand Avenue, Phase-2 

Fatehgarh Churian Road, Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Harpreet Singh To Harpreet Singh 

Khurana 

I, Rishu Madan Alias Rita W/O 

Rajesh Madan R/O H.No.536, 

Garden Enclave Block Verka Khankot 

Amritsar Have Changed My Name 

From Rishu Madan Alias Rita To 

Rishu Madan 

I, Hira Lal Alias Kulwant Rai S/O 

Kailash Chand R/O H.No.D6/676, 

Mane Bazar Kot Khalsa Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name From Hira 

Lal Alias Kulwant Rai To Hira Lal 

I, Dalbir Singh S/O Dilbag Singh 

R/O Vpo Bhaini Mian Khan District 

Gurdaspur Have Changed My Name 

From Dalbir Singh To Dalvir Singh 

I, Sumit Kumar S/o Shamsher 

Singh R/o Village Buchi, Tehisl Pundri, 

Distt. Kaithal (Haryana) declares that 

I have changed my minor daughter’s 

name from Chetna to Chetna 

Kalyania. In future, she will be known 

by the name of Chetna Kalyania. All 

concerned please note. 

I, Dipti Khera S/o Sham Dal 

Khera R/o Mandi Ladhuka Teh & Distt. 

Fazilka,   has changed my son's name 

Vipanshu Khera to Abeer Khera. 

Concerned to be Note.  

I,  Rajender Prasad S/o Harsh 

Mani Bhatt R/o # 3305, Sector 38-D, 

Chandiagrh. declare that I have 

changed my name from Rajender 

Prasad  to Rajendra Prasad. 

I, Paramjyoti Chandi R/o # 2578 

Sector 19-C, Chandigarh, have 

changed my name to Paramjyoti 

Thind. 

I, Amar Jeet S/o Sarwan Singh 

R/o # 400-B Sector 43-A, Chandigarh 

have changed my name to Amarjeet 

Singh. 

I, Kulvinder Singh S/o Sarwan 

Singh R/o Azad Nagar Tohana 

(Fatehabad) have change my name. 

That Kulvinder is my name and Singh 

is my Surname. 

I, Harish Kumar S/o Girwar 

Singh R/o Railway Road,  Tohana 

(Fatehabad) have change my name to 

Harish Kumar Yadav. 

I, Maninder Kumar S/o Ascharaj 

Kumar R/o Tehsil Road,  Tohana 

(Fatehabad), have changed minor 

daughter name from  Kayra to Kayra 

Sarna.  

I,  Rakesh Kumar S/o Ram 

Mehar Singh R/o Vikas Nagar, Sonipat 

Distt Sonipat,  have change my name 

Rakesh Kumar to Rakesh. 

I, Sikander S/o Satbir, R/o 

Village Pindara, Tehsil & Distt.Jind, 

Haryana, have changed my name 

from Sikander to Gaurav. 

I Simerjit Kaur W/o Gurmukh 

Singh resident of Ward No. 9, 

Fatehgarh Churian, The. Batala, Distt. 

Gurdaspur have changed my name 

from Simerjit Kaur to Simarjeet Kaur. 

Concerned please note. 

I, Parsi Panwar W/o Army No 

14937644K NK Narendra Singh P/o 

Unit 21 Mech Inf “A” Coy 3Pl C/o 56 

APO- 911721 have changed my name 

from Parsi Panwar to Parsi Devi vide 

affidavit dated 26.09.2023 before 

Session Court, Hisar. 

I, Army No 14937644K  NK 

Narendra Singh P/o Unit 21 Mech Inf 

“A” Coy 3Pl C/o 56 APO- 911721 have 

changed my daughter Kalpana 

Kumari’s date of birth from 21.06.2013 

to 31.03.2014 and my son Pankaj 

Singh’s date of birth from 22.11.2010 

to 30.03.2011 vide affidavit dated 

26.09.2023 before Session Court, 

Hisar. 

I, Jasmahinder Singh S/o Jai 

Singh R/o VPO Barna, Tehsil 

Thanesar, District Kurukshetra, have 

changed my name from Jasmahinder 

Singh to Jasminder Singh. In future 

call me as Jasminder Singh. 

I, No. 2682280M Ex Nk Davinder 

Singh S/o Sh. Aftab Singh R/o Village 

& PO Janauri Tehsil & Distt. 

Hoshiarpur (PB) has changed my 

son's name from Bavesh Dadhwal to 

Vivesh Dadwal whose date of birth is 

08/08/1998. Concern note. 

I, Raj Kumar S/o Mahinder 

Singh R/o Vill. Bhagwangarh Teh. 

Jagadhri Distt. Yamuna Nagar, I have 

Change my name from Bijesh to 

Rajkumar All concerned note 

I, Madan Lal Sharma S/o Late 

Sh. Mela Ram R/o H.No. B-9/1154. 

Near Bhagwati Palace. Vishnu Nagar, 

Jagadhri Workshop. Yamuna Nagar, 

Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt. Yamuna Nagar, 

I have changed my name From 

Madan Lal Sharma to Madan Lal. All 

concerned note. 

I, Ujjwal Repswal W/o Prashant 

Rapeswal R/o Village Laluda (82), 

Fatehabad-125120, Haryana declare 

that I have changed my name  from 

Ujjwal to Ujjwal Repswal for all future 

purpose. 

I, Sumesta Rani W/o Sarvjeet 

R/o H. No. 109, Umra, Hansi-125033, 

Haryana declare that I have changed 

my name  from Sumesta to Sumesta 

Rani  for all future purpose. 

I, Amod Kumar Rastogi R/o # 

431, MGA, Sector 21, Hisar-125001 

declare that I have changed the name 

of my daughter from Kritika to Vrrishti 

for all future purpose vide affidavit 

dated 20/09/2023. 

I Amar Lal S/o Sh. Om Parkash 

R/o VPO Surewala, Teh. Barwala 

Distt. Hisar declare that I have 

changed my name from Amar Lal to 

Amar Lal Patter for all future purpose. 

I, Suman Yadav Wife of No. 

14836034W  Rank NK Name Sunil 

Kumar R/o Vill. Karampura, PO Moti 

Nagar, Teh. West Delhi, Distt. West 

Delhi, New Delhi-110001 have 

changed my date of birth in army 

record from 08-07-1983 to 25-07-1985 

vide affidavit dated 30-08-2023 before 

Session Court Hisar. 

I, Meera Wife of No. 14684265A  

Rank NK Name Andhale Gyandev 

Raosaheb R/o Vill. Helamb, Teh. Parli 

Vaijnath, Distt. Beed, MH-431515 

have changed my name in my 

husband army record from Meera to 

Andhale Meera Gyandev vide affidavit 

dated 25-09-2023 before Session 

Court Hisar. 

I, A Santabai Raosaheb Mother 

of No. 14684265A  Rank NK Name 

Andhale Gyandev Raosaheb R/o Vill. 

Helamb, Teh. Parli Vaijnath, Distt. 

Beed, MH-431515 have changed my 

name and date of birth in my son army 

record from A Santabai Raosaheb 

(DOB 01-07-1968) to Santabai 

Raosaheb Andhale (DOB 29-08-1969) 

vide affidavit dated 25-09-2023 before 

Session Court Hisar. 

I, Raosaheb Father of No. 

14684265A  Rank NK Name Andhale 

Gyandev Raosaheb R/o Vill. Helamb, 

Teh. Parli Vaijnath, Distt. Beed, MH-

431515 have changed my name and 

date of birth in my son army record 

from Raosaheb (DOB 01-07-1966) to 

Andhale Raosaheb Sopan (DOB 20-

05-1968) vide affidavit dated 

25-09-2023 before Session Court 

Hisar. 

I, No. 15672279K  Rank HAV 

Name B Senthilkumar R/o VPO 

Gundur, Teh. Thiruverumbur, Distt. 

Tiruchchirappali, T.N.-620007 have 

changed the name of my son in my 

army record from S Darshan to 

Darshan S vide affidavit dated 25-09-

2023 before Session Court Hisar. 

I, S Muthulakshmi Wife of No. 

15672279K  Rank HAV Name B 

Senthilkumar R/o VPO Gundur, Teh. 

Thiruverumbur, Distt. Tiruchchirappali, 

T.N.-620007 have changed my name 

and date of birth in my husband army 

record from S Muthulakshmi (DOB 

16-08-1985) to Muthulakshmi  

Senthilkumar (DOB 16-07-1985) vide 

affidavit dated 25-09-2023 before 

Session Court Hisar. 

I No 6494772 M Rank Hav. Ash 

Name Ranjeet Kumar Singh  S/ O Sh. 

Shiv Chander Singh R/O Village 

Nayagaw Bariyarpur  Post Office  

Tayabpur The Sil Mahnar Police 

Station Deshri Distt. Vaishali Stat 

Bihar. I Have Changed Date Of Birth 

My Son Rama Shankar Singh  From 

28/11/2006 To. 28/11/2005. In My 

Army Service Records. 

I, Meenu W/o Sh. Sunil Malik 

R/o H. No. 1467, Sector-13 Hisar 

(Haryana) hereby declare that I have 

changed my name from Meenu to 

Meenu Malik for all future purpose.  

I, Bansi Lal S/o Ramji Lal R/o 

VPO Pattan, Distt. Hisar hereby 

declare that I have changed my name 

from Bansi Lal to Bansi Lal Khundia 

for future purpose.  

I, Poonam Mother of No. 

14678589P  Rank NK Name Sharanjit 

Lal R/o Vill. Adda Kathunangal, PO 

Kathunangal, Teh. & Distt. Amritsar, 

Punjab-143502 have changed my 

name in my son army record from 

Poonam to Punni Devi vide affidavit 

dated 25-09-2023 before Session 

Court Hisar. 

I, Tejbir S/O Bhale Ram 

Resident Of House No- 197/5 Gali No 

-1, Near Satyanand Public School, 

Adarsh Nagar Gohana, District – 

Sonipat Haryana (131301).Have 

Changed My Name Tajbir To Tejbir 

Singh For All Future Purposes. 

I Parmjeet Singh And Paramjit 

Singh S/O Sukhmander Singh R/O H 

No 233 Opp Saha Di Haveli Vpo 

Mehta Distt Bathinda Is One And The 

Same Person. 

I, Amit Kimar S/O Sh. Satbir 

Singh R/O H.No. - 386,Gali No. 3, 

Ward No. 6,Chopra Colony - Gohana, 

Teh. -Gohana, Distt. -Sonipat 

(Haryana) Has Changed My Name 

From Amit Kumar To  Amit Vide 

Affidavit Dated 23 Sep 2023 Before 

Sonipat (Hr) Court. In Future I Should 

Be Known As Amit. 

I, Raj Kumar Chauhan Son 

Tarsem Lal, R/O #B-1/1466, Mittal 

Street, Ward No.3, Rajpura Patiala 

Declare That Raj Kumar Chauhan 

And Raj Kumar Is One And Same 

Person I.E. My Names. I Known With 

Both Names. 

I Abhinav S/O Ramesh Kumar 

R/O H.No- 1222, Sector- 21 

Panchkula, Have Changed My Name 

From Abhinav To Abhinav Gupta. 

I, Tanisha D/o Gurmail Singh, 

Anderli Basti, V.P.O. Dosanjh Kalan, 

Tehsil Phillaur, Distt. Jalandhar,  Have 

Changed my name from Tanisha to 

Tanisha  Kaur. All Concerned Please 

Note. 

I, Nancy D/o Gurmail Singh, 

Anderli Basti, V.P.O. Dosanjh kalan, 

Tehsil Phillaur, Distt. Jalandhar,  Have 

Changed my name from Nancy to 

Nancy Kaur. All Concerned Please 

Note. 

I, Karan Bhalla S/o Rajeev 

Kumar R/o H.No.15, Gate No.2, 

Satguru Enclave, Mann Farm, Batala, 

Distt. Gurdaspur, Punjab changed my 

name to Karan Kumar Bhalla. 

I, Jaipreet Kaur W/o Jaswinder 

R/o Nehru Gate, Valmiki Mohalla Near 

City Police Station, Batala, Distt. 

Gurdaspur have changed my name 

Jaipreet Kaur Manpotra to Jaipreet 

Kaur. 

I, Amardeep Kaur W/o Balraj 

Singh Sidhu R/o H.No. 54, Sec 48-C, 

HIG, SAS Nagar (Mohali) have 

changed my name Amardeep Kaur to 

Amardeep Kaur Sidhu. Concerned 

note. 

I Mahinder Sharma S/o Prem 

Nath, R/o Ward No -11, Chandan Lok 

Amloh (Amloh) Fatehgarh Sahib 

declair that both names Mahinder 

Sharma and Mahinder Kumar of mine 

and of one same person .  

I, Madan Lal S/o Satpal R/o H. 

No. 309, Mohalla Sui Garan, Near 

Panchaiti Gurudwara, Patiala 

(Punjab) declare that in the school 

record of my daughter, her name 

mentioned Radhey whereas her 

correct name is Radhika. 

I, No 14337937X Ex Nk Kirpal 

Singh S/o Makhtool Singh presently 

residing at Village Talwandi Mange 

Khan PO Sukhe Wala Tehsil Zira Distt 

Ferozepur Punjab. I want to change 

the name of my wife from Baint Kaur 

to Beant Kaur and date of birth From 

30 Apr 69 to 01 Jan 1966. 

I, Veena K, Spouse of No. JC 

385335L Sub Maj Shaji Manikkoth, 

Unit of 12 Rapid Sig Regt. Resident of 

Gangothri Palloor Post Mahe 

Puducherry State 673310 Pin Have 

changed my name from Veena Shaji 

to Veena K Vide Affidavit Dated 25 

September 2023 before at Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Rikka Sai Bhavani wife of No. 

JC - 805318H, SUB, Rikka Rama 

Gopal Unit of HQ. 29 Inf Bde C/O 56 

APO, Ferozepur Cantt., Resident at H 

NO.12-19-14 Yatakummaripalem 

Road, Bheemunipatnam, 

Visaakhapatnam, (AP) 531163 have 

changed my name From Kolli Sai 

Bhavani to Rikka Sai Bhavani Vide 

Affidavit dated 25 September 2023 

before at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Gita Das wife of Anupam Das, 

Resident at Vill. Garhkamalpur, Po. 

Mahishadal, Teh. Haldia, Distt. 

Purbamidanapur, (West Bengal) 

721628 declare that my date of birth 

in my Husband service record is 

03/04/1989 wrong. but correct my 

D.O.B 08/09/1988. 

I, Nona Rani D/o Kedar Nath 

Tayal W/O Madan Gopal Agarwal R/o 

H.No.- 284, Kanda Wali Gali, Noharia 

Bazar, Sirsa have changed my name 

to Neetu Aggarwal. Concerned note. 

I, Baljinder Kaur W/o Harjeet 

Singh Vill Julmat, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra Have Changed My Given 

Name  Baljinder Surname Kaur. 

I, Harman Chahal S/o  

Bhupinder Singh Chahal R/o Malikpur, 

Safidon, Jind Have Changed My 

Name   Chahal Harman. 

I, Kirtik S/o Mahinder Singh Vill 

Sangroli, Kaithal Sub Tehsil Dhand 

Have Changed My Name Kirtik Kumar 

I, Harmesh S/O Laxman, Vill 

Karah, Pehowa, Kurukshetra, My 

Father's Name Lachhman Is Wrongly 

Recorded In My Passport And The 

Correct Name Of My Father In All My 

Documents Is Laxman. 

I,  Ashok Kumar S/o Harkesh 

R/o VPO Bodhni, Tehsil Pehowa, 

District Kurukshetra declared that 

Harkesh and Ramesh Kumar  both 

are the names of a single and same 

person 

I, Pinki Rani W/o Sumit Kochar 

R/o House No 948,Vikas Nagar, 

Ismailabad, kurukshetra Have 

Changed My Name Pinki Kochar. 

I, Balbir Singh S/o Sarwan 

Singh C/o 56 APO Resident of VPO 

Jhinjri Lower, tehsil Anandpur Sahib, 

District Rupnagar declare that in my 

Army Records my daughter's name is 

written Tamanna. my daughter's 

correct name is Tamana Badhan. 

I, hitherto known as Santosh 

Kumari D/o Buta Ram W/o Balwinder 

Singh R/o H.no.115, Army Enclave 

Dhin, Jalandhar-144005, Punjab have 

changed my name and shall 

hereaffter be known as Manjit Kaur. I 

have changed only my name not my 

religion. 

I, Varinder S/o Paramjit Singh 

R/o H.No.BX-952/2, Lamba Pind 

Gate, Po.Chogitti, Jalandhar, Punjab 

have changed my name from Varinder 

to Varinder Singh. 

I, hitherto known as Rajesh 

Kumar S/o Om Lal R/o Vill. Bilga, Patti 

Bhoja, Tehsil Phillaur, Distt. Jalandhar, 

Punjab-144036 have changed my 

name and shall hereafter be known as 

Kumar Rajesh. 

I, Himanshi D/o Sukhwinder Pal 

R/o H.No. D-174, New Dashmesh 

Nagar, Jalandhar have changed my 

name from Himanshi to Himanshi 

Arora. 

I, Simranjit Kaur W/o Tarlochan 

Singh R/o Talwandi Mallian, Moga, 

Punjab-142041 have changed 

spellings of my name from Simranjit 

Kaur to Simranjeet Kaur. 

I, hitherto known as Sahil S/o 

Mangat Ram R/o H.No. 74, Govt. 

Labour Colony Phagwara, Distt. 

Kapurthala, Punjab-144401, have 

changed my name and shall hereafter 

be known as Sahil Sadal. 

I Parminder Kaur Kalsi W/O 

Sukhwinder Singh Kalsi R/O Village 

Raowali Post Office Nurpur Tanda 

Road District Jalandhar Punjab, 

Changed My Name Parminder Kaur 

To Parminder Kaur Kalsi After 

Marriage.  

I Surinderjit Kaur W/O Zorawar 

Singh R/O Vpo. Nanda Chaur District 

Hoshiarpur  Punjab Have Changed 

My Name Surinder Jit Kaur To 

Surinderjit Kaur.  

I Prince Kapila S/O Joginder 

Pal R/O House No.22 Vpo. 

Garhdiwala District Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Have Changed My Name To 

Kapila Prince.   

I Gurpreet Singh S/O Gurdev 

Singh R/O Village Bassi Maroof  

Hussainpur Bagpur District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have Changed My 

Name To Gurpreet Bhardwaj. 

I Sukh Dev Raj S/O Sardari Lal 

R/O Village Thana Post Office 

Manhota Teshil Dasuya District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have Changed My 

Name To Suhkdev Raj.  

I Satnam S/O Charan Dass R/O 

Village Pandori Bhawan Post Office 

Nainowal Jattan Tehsil And District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have Changed My 

Name From Satnam To Satnam 

Mahey.    

I Mandeep Singh S/O Joga 

Singh R/O Village Mehatpur P.O. 

P.R.T.C Jahan Khelan District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have Changed My 

Name Mandeep Singh Alias Manpreet 

Singh Parmar To Mandeep Singh.  

I, Ravi S/O Vijay Gupta R/O 

Bank Colony Batala, Distt. Gurdaspur 

Have Changed My Name To Ravi 

Mahajan. 

I Ramanpreet Kaur W/O 

Inderbir Singh Gill R/O Jagdev Khurd, 

Ajnala, Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name To Ramanpreet Kaur Gill. All 

Concerned Note. 

I Inderbir Singh S/O Buta Singh 

R/O Jagdev Khurd, Ajnala, Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name To Inderbir 

Singh Gill All. Concerned Note. 

I Parmod S/O Jhalak Dev Yadav 

R/O Village Atholi, Tehsil Phagwara, 

District Kapurthala Have Changed My 

Name From Parmod To Parmod 

Kumar. 

I Savitari Devi Alias Lata Devi 

W/O Bharat Kumar R/O Ward No.6, 

Dosanj Road, Surat Singh Nagar, 

Moga Am Known By Above Both 

Names. 

I Harmandeep Singh Jassal 

S/O Balwant Singh R/O Kokri Kalan 

Distt. Moga Have Changed My Name 

To Harmandeep Singh. 

I Rashvinder Singh S/O 

Jagdev Singh R/O Patti Dhillon, 

Buttar, District Moga Have Changed 

My Name To Rashwinder Singh 

Dhillon. 

I Devinder Singh Sachdeva 

S/O Kartar Singh R/O Vpo. Moranwali 

Distt. Faridkot Punjab Have Changed 

My Name To Devinder Singh. 

I, Labh Singh S/O Jaggar Singh 

R/O Near Govt High School, Vpo. 

Romana Ajit Singh Distt. Faridkot 

Have Changed My Name To Labh 

Singh Dhaliwal. 

I, Gurpratap Singh S/O Labh 

Singh Dhaliwal R/O Near Govt High 

School, Vpo. Romana Ajit Singh Distt. 

Faridkot Have Changed My Name To 

Gurpratap Singh Dhaliwal. 

I, Jasveer Kaur W/O Labh 

Singh Dhaliwal R/O Near Govt High 

School, Vpo Romana Ajit Singh Distt. 

Faridkot Have Changed My Name To 

Jasveer Kaur Dhaliwal. 

I Barinderjit Kaur W/O Avtar 

Singh R/O Vill. Meharban Rahon 

Road Basti Jodhewal Distt. Ludhiana 

Have Changed My Name To 

Barinderjeet Kaur. 

I Gurjit Kaur W/O Yadwinder 

Singh Dhillon R/O Vpo. Sherpur 

Kalan Tehsil Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana 

Have Changed My Name To Gurjeet 

Kaur. 

I Amandeep Singh S/O 

Narinder Singh R/O Vpo. Swaddi 

Kalan Tehsil Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana 

Have Changed My Name To 

Amandeep Singh Toor. 

I Balwinder Singh Hans S/O 

Avtar Singh R/O Vpo. Manvarpura 

Tehsil Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To Balwinder 

Singh. 

I Shinderpal Kaur Alias 

Sukhdev Kaur Sandhu W/O Gulab 

Singh Sandhu R/O Vpo. Mahesari 

Sandhuan Distt. Moga Have 

Changed My Name To Shinderpal 

Kaur Sandhu. 

I, Gurdeep Son Of Chuni Lal 

Resident Of Vpo. Tibber, Tehsil  And 

District Gurdaspur, Punjab-143529, 

Do Hereby Declare  That I Have 

Changed My Name From Gurdeep To 

Gurdeep  Singh. All Nears And Dears 

May Note. 

I, Balwinder Kumar Mehra Son 

Of Darshan Kumar  Resident Of 

Village Gandhian, District Gurdaspur,  

Punjab-143531, Do Hereby Declare 

That I Have Changed My Name From 

Balwinder Kumar Mehra To  

Balwinder Kumar. All Nears And 

Dears May Note. 

I, Jc-771465w Rank  Sub Name 

Ajay Kumar Pandey Of Unit – 164(I) 

Wksp (Recce & Sp)(Wh) C/O 56 Apo 

Have  Changed The Name Of My 

Daughter From Miss Shikha To 

Shikha Kumari Vide Affidavit No In-

Pb43533312237507v Dated 25 Sep 

2023 Before Notary Public Pathankot 

(Punjab).  

I, Jc-771465w Rank  Sub Name 

Ajay Kumar Pandey  Of Unit – 164(I) 

Wksp (Recce & Sp)(Wh) C/O 56 Apo 

Have  Changed The Name Of My 

Daughter From Payal Pandey To 

Payal Kumari Pandey Vide Affidavit 

No In-Pb43534005051821v Dated 25 

Sep 2023 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, No 1081000n Ex Ld Ranbir 

Singh Resident Of Vpo Mirthal Tehsil 

And Distt Pathankot (Punjab) Have 

Changed The Name Of My Wife From 

Mamta To Mamta Devi Vide Affidavit 

No In-Pb43504287957753v Dated 

25-09-2023 Before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, No 3967423y Ex Nk Yash Pal  

Resident Of Vill Nala, Po Gharota 

Tehsil And Distt Pathankot (Punjab) 

Have  Changed The Name Of My 

Wife From Vidya Devi To Vidhya Devi 

Vide Affidavit No In-

Pb43515524627133v Dated 

25-09-2023 Before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Jatin Pawar S/o Sohan Lal 

R/o Nagar (Jalandhar) have changed 

my name from Jatin Pawar allias 

Jhony to Jatin Pawar. 

I Dhruv Bhatia S/O Rohit Bhatia 

R/O Hno. 1158, Silver City Heights, 

Zirakpur, Sas Nagar, Mohali, Declare, 

That I  Dhruv Bhatia & Dhruv Rohit 

Bhatia Is One And The Same Person. 

I, Davinder Singh S/O Karnail 

Singh R/O Vill Chak Dhariwal Po 

Sarna Station,Tehsil & District 

Pathankot (145025),Punjab Declare 

That I Want To Change My Son's 

Name From Harmeet Singh Bains To 

Harmeet Singh. 

I,  No.14657334f Hav Devendra  

Rawate Of  Unit 39 Eme Bn (Tpt)  

C/O 56 Apo, Have Changed My 

Daughter Name From  Aaradhya 

Rawte To Aaradhya Rawate Vide 

Affidavit No.In-Pb43408053285587v 

Dated 23 Sep 2023 Before Notary 

Public Pathankot 

I,  No.14657334f Hav Devendra  

Rawate Of  Unit 39 Eme Bn (Tpt)  

C/O 56 Apo, Have Changed My Son 

Name From  Aaraw Rawte To Aarav 

Rawate Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb43408687266531v Dated 23 Sep 

2023 Before Notary Public Pathankot 

I, Poornima Rawte Spouse Of 

No.14657334f Hav Devendra  

Rawate Of  Unit 39 Eme Bn (Tpt)  

C/O 56 Apo, Have Changed My 

Name From  Poornima Rawte To 

Poornima Rawate Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb43407529437542v Dated 23 

Sep 2023 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot 

I Gagandeep Singh Dhillon S/o 

Jaskaran Singh R/o Vpo Gurusar, 

Distt Faridkot Have Changed My 

Name To Gagandeep Singh. 

I, Hardev Singh DhillonS/o 

Karnail Singh R/o Kothe Pona 

(Ludhiana) have changed my name 

to Hardev Singh. 

I, Balpreet Singh Swaich S/O 

Jasvir Singh R/O Village Kheri Jattan, 

Bhadson, Patiala Have Changed My 

Name To Balpreet Singh.  

I Harmandeep Singh Sandhu 

S/o Kewal Singh Vill Sandhu Kalan   

Tehsil Tapa,Distt. Barnala have 

changed my name Harmandeep 

Singh. 

I Surinder Kaur Nandha W/o 

Gurjinder Singh R/o Street No 3 Near 

Mandir, Friends Enclave, Ferozepur 

Road Zira (Ferozepur) have changed 

my name to Surinder Kaur. 

I Gurjinder Singh Nandha S/o 

Mohan Singh R/o Street No 3 Near 

Mandir, Friends Enclave, Ferozepur 

Road Zira (Ferozepur) have changed 

my name to Gurjidner Singh. 

I Harpreet Singh Dhillon S/o 

Bhupinder Singh R/o Botianwala 

(Ferozepur) have changed my name 

to Harpreet Singh. 

I Kuldeep Singh S/o Shangara 

Singh R/o VPO Talwandi Jalle Khan 

(Ferozepur) have changed my name 

to Kuldip Singh.  

I, Rajandeep Singh Jandu S/o 

Bahadar Singh R/o Vpo. Burj Hari 

Singh (Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Rajandeep Singh. 

I, Jasbir Kaur W/o Randeep 

Singh R/o Vpo. Rajoana Kalan 

(Ludhiana) have changed my name 

to Jasvir Kaur. 

I, Shamsher Singh Khangura 

S/o Baljinder Singh R/o Vpo. Tajpur 

(Ludhiana) have changed my name 

to Shamsher Singh. 

I, Mandeep Singh S/o Darshan 

Singh R/o Khachran (Faridkot) have 

changed my minor daughter name 

from Pinkjeet to Pinkjeet Kaur. 

I Rachhpal Singh S/O Massa 

Singh R/O Vpo Sarhali Kalan Tehsil 

& Distt Tarn Taran Have Changed 

My Name From Rachhpal Singh To 

Rachpal Singh Please Concerned 

Note. 

I, Gireesh Kumar Singla S/o 

Nohar Chand R/o Mohani Wali Gali 

Khalsa School Road Uttam Nagar 

Khanna Teh-Khanna (Ludhiana) 

have changed my name from Girish 

Kumar Singla/Gireesh Kumar to 

Gireesh Kumar Singla. 

I Amandip Kaur W/o Jatinder 

Singh R/o W.No. 03 Singhpura 

Mohalla Urmar, Teh Dasuya 

(Hoshiarpur) Punjab have changed 

my name to Kaur Amandip.  

I Manpreet Kaur D/O Army No. 

4466878w Ex Hav Malkiat Singh 

R/O Vpo Pakhowal Tehsil Raikot, 

Distt Ludhiana State Punjab Declare 

Change My Name To Amandeep 

Kaur. 

I Manpreet Kaur Brar W/o 

Jasbeer Singh R/o Village Suba 

Jadid District Ferozepur have 

changed my name to Manpreet Kaur 

After Marriage. 

I, Gagan Kumar Goklaney & 

Gagan S/o Janak Raj Goklaney R/o 

House No. 04 Mall Road Gopi Nagar 

Ferozepur City have changed my 

name to Gagan Goklaney. 

I Amandeep Kaur W/o 

Rajinder Singh Sandhu R/o H No 32 

Near Baghi Hospital Dashmesh 

Nagar District Ferozepur have 

changed my name to Amandeep 

Kaur Sandhu. 

I, Baldev Kumar S/o Manohar 

Lal R/o Panje Ke Uttar, Tehsil 

Guruharsahai, Distt. Ferozepur have 

changed my name from Baldev 

Kumar to Baldev Kumar Sharma. 

I, Baljit Kaur D/o Gurmit Singh 

Pavar R/o Village Hari Ke Kalan, 

Distt. Sri Muktsar Sahib and have 

changed my name Baljit Kaur to 

Baljeet Kaur. 

I, Daljit Kaur D/o Gurmit Singh 

Pavar R/o Village Hari Ke Kalan, 

Distt. Sri Muktsar Sahib and have 

changed my name Daljit Kaur to 

Daljeet Kaur. 

I, Savraj Singh S/o Gurmit 

Singh Pavar R/o Village Hari Ke 

Kalan, Distt. Sri Muktsar Sahib and 

have changed my name Savraj 

Singh to Swaraj Singh. 

I, Preeti Kashi W/O Om 

Bahadur R/O W.No.5, St.No.5, 

Rattanheri Road, Khanna 

(Ludhiana) Have Changed My Name 

To Preeti. 

I, Rajesh Kumar S/O Harbans 

Lal R/O H.No.2, St.No.4, Anand 

Nagar, Khanna (Ludhiana) Also 

Known As Rajesh Kumar Magoo 

And Rajesh Magoo, One And Same 

Person. 

I, Preeti W/O Om Bahadur R/O 

W.No.5, St.No.5, Rattanheri Road, 

Khanna (Ludhiana) Have Changed 

My Minor Son's Name From Sparsh 

Kashi To Sparsh. 

I Binder Sharma S/O Babu 

Ram R/O Village Wander Jatana 

District Faridkot Have Changed My 

Minor Daughter Name Chavi 

Sharma To Chhavi Sharma. 

I Baljeet Kaur W/O Barinder 

Singh Dhillon R/O Vpo Bargari, 

District Faridkot Have Changed My 

Name To Baljeet Kaur Dhillon. 

I Jasvir Singh S/O Balwinder 

Singh R/O Village Bargari, Teh. Jaitu 

(Faridkot) Changed My Minor Son 

Name Tarnpreet Singh To Tarnpreet 

Singh Chani. 

I, Nikhil Bansal Father Of 

Vaarin, R/O House No -83, Sector -

9, Panchkula Have Changed My 

Minor Son's Name From Vaarin To 

Vaarin Bansal. 

I Usha W/O Jaswinder Singh 

R/O #2 Circuit House Baradari 

Patiala Have Changed My Name To 

Manjit Kaur. 

I, Desinder Singh S/O 

Bhagwan Singh Ralhan R/O H No-2, 

Bank Colony, Patiala, Punjab- 

147001, Have Changed My Minor 

Son's Name From Shivaay Singh 

Shergill Aged 5 Years To Pavishjoy. 

I Pardeep Kumar S/O Iqbal 

Chand R/O Village Satnaur, Tehsil 

Garhshankar, Satnaur, Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab-144528, Have Changed My 

Name To Kumar Pardeep. 

I  Pardeep Kumar S/O Jasvir 

Singh R/O House No.76, Near 

Raillway Station, Green Avenue 

Sujanpur, Sujanpur(Rural), 

Pathankot Punjab - 145023, Have 

Changed My Name To Kumar 

Pardeep. 

I Sukhvinder Kaur W/O Iqbal 

Chand R/O Village Satnaur, Tehsil 

Garhshankar, Satnaur, Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab-144528, Have Changed My 

Name To Kaur Sukhvinder. 

I Shalu Singh W/O Malkit  

Singh  R/O # 5682  Gali No 9 Shiv 

Colony Karnal  Have Changed My 

Minor Son Name  Yash To Yash  

Mor. 

I Shalu Singh W/O Malkit  

Singh  R/O # 5682  Gali No 9 Shiv 

Colony Karnal  Have Changed My 

Minor Daughter Name Gunjan To 

Gunjan Mor. 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Ban on serving 'hookah' to customers in
commercial establishments in Haryana: CM
��%�� ��	���#	
�

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Monday declared a compre-
hensive ban on serving
'hookah' to customers in hotels,
restaurants, bars, and com-
mercial establishments across
the state. However, this prohi-
bition will not apply to tradi-
tional hookahs used in rural
areas.

The Chief Minister made
these and other announce-
ments while addressing the
closing ceremony of the state-
level 'Cyclothon' – cycle rally -
as part of the drug de-addiction
campaign in Karnal. He
expressed his gratitude to the
police personnel who tireless-
ly pedaled for 25 days during
the Cyclothon. In recognition
of their dedication, he
announced that all 250 partic-
ipating personnel would receive
a Class-1 commendation cer-
tificate from the DGP Haryana.
Additionally, he declared a
five-day holiday for these ded-
icated police personnel as a
token of appreciation.

In a bid to promote cycling
and encourage eco-friendly

transportation, Khattar also
announced that Haryana
Shahri Vikas Pradhikaran and
any licensed builder providing
housing facilities to individu-
als will gift a bicycle to the
property owner along with the
property registry. In cases
where the beneficiary already
possesses a bicycle, HSVP or
the builder will present Rs
3000 in lieu of the cycle.  He

recounted that he had flagged
off Cyclothon against drug
abuse on September 1 and the
cycle rally concluded where it
commenced. He also expressed
his gratitude to the participat-
ing youth and commended
their efforts to combat drug
addiction. Their dedication
sets an inspiring example for
the younger generation.

He said that Cyclothon,

which covered approximately
2000 kilometers during its
journey, served as a powerful
platform to raise awareness
about the detrimental effects of
drug addiction. He empha-
sized that while the Cyclothon
may have concluded, the bat-
tle against drug addiction is far
from over, and public aware-
ness efforts must continue for
at least a year to completely
eradicate this menace.

He also reiterated the
importance of collective action,
stressing that the entire society
needs to unite in the fight
against drug addiction. The
government remains commit-
ted to addressing this issue
comprehensively, with a focus
on prevention, rehabilitation,
and strict enforcement mea-
sures.

The CM also highlighted
the proactive measures taken
by Haryana Police to combat
illegal drug trafficking and
sales, including the develop-
ment of a mobile app called
'Prayas' to collect statewide
data on drug victims and drug
smugglers. In addition, a soft-
ware named 'HAWK' has been
introduced to create a central-

ized state database for moni-
toring criminal activities relat-
ed to drug trade.

Khattar highlighted the
State Action Plan launched on
May 5, which consists of three
components: a public aware-
ness campaign, de-addiction
and rehabilitation efforts, and
strict actions against drug traf-
fickers.

The state is also focused on
channeling youth energy into
constructive pursuits, with a
particular emphasis on sports
culture to promote mental and
physical well-being, he added.
He said that the state govern-
ment has taken several mea-
sures to combat drug addiction,
including the establishment of
an Inter-State Drug Secretariat,
the opening of drug de-addic-
tion centers and the reinforce-
ment of treatment and coun-
seling facilities.

The Chief Minister
appealed to citizens to raise
awareness about the harmful
effects of drug addiction
among addicts and to inform
the police about sale, purchase
and consumption of drugs by
dialing 9050891508, assuring
them of confidentiality.

Ex-Finance Minister
Manpreet Badal Booked
in Corruption Case
��%�� ��	���#	
�

In a significant turn of events,
the Punjab Vigilance Bureau

on Monday registered a crim-
inal and corruption case against
a senior BJP leader and the for-
mer Finance Minister
Manpreet Singh Badal, along
with four others. The develop-
ment marks the sixth instance
of a Minister from the previous
Congress Government being
booked in a corruption case.

The Vigilance Bureau has
arrested three individuals in
connection with the case —
including Rajiv Kumar from
New Shakti Nagar, Bathinda;
Amandeep Singh from Lal
Singh Basti, Bathinda; and
Vikas Arora from Tagore
Nagar, Bathinda.

The case was initiated
based on a complaint filed by
Manpreet’s political rival and
Bathinda Urban’s former MLA
Saroop Chand Singla against
him and others.

The investigation into the
allegations revealed that during
his tenure as Finance Minister
from 2018 to 2021, Manpreet
allegedly used his political
influence to purchase two plots,
measuring 1560 square yards,
in Model Town Phase-1,
Bathinda, near the TV tower.
This purported action led to a
significant financial loss to the
state exchequer, amounting to
lakhs of rupees.

The investigation further
uncovered that the former
Finance Minister, in collusion
with the officials and employ-
ees of the Bathinda
Development Authority

(BDA), manipulated the bid-
ding process for plots in 2021.

Fake maps were uploaded
to deter public participation in
the bidding process, and the
plot numbers 725-C (560
square yards) and 726 (1000
square yards) were incorrectly
classified as commercial instead
of residential. Additionally,
plot numbers were omitted
from the online e-auction por-
tal map, and digital signatures
of Balwinder Kaur,
Administrative Officer of BDA
Bathinda, were allegedly used
for plot auctions without her
consent.

During the investigation, it
was also discovered that three
bidders — Rajive Kumar, Vikas
Arora, and Amandeep Singh —
had their bids placed by a sin-
gle person, that is advocate
Sanjiv Kumar from the same IP
address and location.
Furthermore, both plots were
purchased by the bidders in
2021 at a lower rate, which had
been fixed during an auction in
2018, resulting in a financial
loss of approximately Rs 65
lakh to the government.

Manpreet is alleged to have
purchased both plots through
agreements with the successful
bidders, who were known to
him before receiving allotment
letters from BDA Bathinda.
The former Finance Minister is
also accused of transferring 25
percent of the earnest money in
advance to the successful allot-
tees, raising suspicions of col-
lusion. The Vigilance Bureau is
actively pursuing the arrest of
other accused individuals, and
their involvement will be thor-

oughly investigated as the case
progresses.

‘Those boasting
about honesty are now
trying to save their skin’,
says CM

Taking a dig at Manpreet
Badal, Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann on
Monday said that those who
had previously boasted about
their honesty were now seeking
legal protection as they faced
allegations of corruption.
Emphasizing the distinction
between merely speaking the
truth and standing by it, Mann,
in an apparent attack on
Manpreet Badal, criticized
leaders who had previously
declared that they would accept
any action taken against them
but were now resorting to legal
defenses to evade accountabil-
ity.“These individuals had
deceived the public with their
rhetoric while allegedly looting
the state's wealth,” said Mann,
vowing that they would be
held accountable for their
actions, and every embezzled
rupee from the state's resources
would be recovered.  Mann
urged Manpreet to face the
legal consequences of his
alleged actions rather than
seeking refuge in legal protec-
tion. At the same time, he
accused the former Finance
Minister of being complicit in
actions that had harmed the
state, leaving its coffers empty
for the welfare of its citizens.
Mann vowed to ensure justice
was served and the people's
stolen resources were
reclaimed.

Northern Zonal Council Meeting today;
Union Home Min Amit Shah to preside
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The 31st meeting of the
Northern Zonal Council

(NZC) is poised to take place
in Amritsar on Tuesday, with
Punjab all geared up to host
this crucial gathering of lead-
ers from various northern
states. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will preside over the
meeting, which is expected to
address several pressing issues,
including those on which the
neighbouring states of Punjab
and Haryana are at logger-
heads.

The State Government,
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann, has
left no stone unturned in mak-
ing elaborate arrangements for
the significant event. The meet-
ing will witness the participa-
tion of Chief Ministers from
Punjab, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, and Rajasthan, along
with the Administrator of UT
Chandigarh and Lieutenant
Governors from Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, and Delhi.

The brainstorming ses-

sions will delve into various
issues concerning these states
during the course of the meet-
ing. The primary focus of the
meeting will revolve around
security matters, with a specif-
ic emphasis on combating drug
smuggling, a persistent concern
in the region. Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann has held sev-
eral rounds of meetings with
senior State Government offi-
cials to meticulously review the
arrangements. Emphasizing
the importance of a warm wel-
come to the dignitaries, Mann
has directed the officials to
showcase Punjab’s rich cultur-
al heritage to the visiting guests
and ensure their warm hospi-
tality throughout their stay.

The State Government has
left no stone unturned in
arranging a comfortable stay
for the dignitaries participating
in the meeting. In addition to
ensuring their cozy accom-
modation, guests will also be
treated to a glimpse of Punjab’s
vibrant culture. Senior state
government officials have been
diligently assigned duties to

ensure the smooth organization
of the meeting, and stringent
security measures have been
put in place ahead of the event.

However, the upcoming
NZC meeting is not just about
protocol and arrangements; it
also comes against a backdrop
of political and territorial ten-
sions between Punjab and
Haryana.

Cong Criticizes AAP
Govt for Failing to
Safeguard State's
Interests

Leader of Opposition in
Punjab Vidhan Sabha Partap
Singh Bajwa on Monday criti-
cized the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Government for what
he perceives as its failure to
safeguard the state’s interests.
Bajwa noted that during his
visit to Punjab on September 26
(Tuesday), the Union Home
Minister is expected to discuss
the provision of land to Punjab
for the construction of a sepa-
rate Vidhan Sabha. He criti-
cized the AAP Government for
surrendering Punjab's rights

over Chandigarh and cited a
tweet by Chief Minister Mann
on July 9, 2022, in which AAP
leader had requested land in
Chandigarh from the Centre
for a separate Punjab Vidhan
Sabha.“AAP Government did
not adequately present Punjab's
case regarding its river water
rights, which weakened the
State's position. Punjab's quota
posts in the Bhakra Beas
Management Board (BBMB)
were being filled by employees
from Rajasthan and Himachal
Pradesh under the AAP
regime, and the Central
Government had replaced
Punjab Service Rules with
Central Service Rules for
Chandigarh employees,” he
pointed out.

Additionally, Bajwa criti-
cized the AAP Government for
not raising issues such as the
diplomatic standoff between
India and Canada, which is
affecting NRIs from Punjab
and Punjabi students in
Canada. He questioned why
the Punjab Chief Minister had
not addressed these concerns

with the Central Government
and labeled AAP as a ‘B-Team
of BJP’.

SAD Demands Firm
Stand on Key Issues

Calling upon Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann to
take a firm stance on crucial
issues concerning Punjab dur-
ing the North Zone Council
meeting in Amritsar, SAD on
Monday stressed the impor-
tance of clarifying Punjab’s
inalienable right over
Chandigarh.  Expressing con-
cerns about Haryana’s attempt
to construct a separate Vidhan
Sabha in Chandigarh, senior
SAD leader Daljit Singh
Cheema called for a strong
opposition to this project,
which he believes contradicts
Punjab’s interests.  The SAD
leader hoped that the presence
of Delhi Chief Minister and
AAP Convener Arvind
Kejriwal would not hinder the
defense of Punjab's case on
important issues concerning
the state during the North
Zone Council meeting.

Punjab CM to Raise Key
Concerns at NZC meeting
��%�� 	�
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on

Monday expressed his com-
mitment to address all issues
pertinent to the State during
the 31st meeting of the
Northern Zonal Council
(NZC), set to commence in
Amritsar on Tuesday.

Among the topics on the
agenda are issues related to the
Bhakra-Beas Management
Board, Panjab University's affil-
iation, road construction under
the Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), canal
projects, water-sharing agree-
ments, matters concerning state
reorganization, and infra-
structure development. Mann,
who arrived in Amritsar on
Monday, shared photographs
featuring him alongside
Himachal Pradesh Chief

Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu and Delhi Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena on social
media. Mann, in a statement,
also conveyed the significance
of the upcoming NZC meeting,
to be chaired by the Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
saying, “We have arrived at
Guru di Nagari Sri Amritsar
Sahib for a very important
meeting of the North Zone
Council....Tomorrow, a very
important meeting is going to
be held under the chairman-
ship of Home Minister Amit
Shah." Punjab Chief Minister
assured that he would advocate
for all issues pertaining to
Punjab and its residents during
this critical gathering. Official
sources have indicated that
specific matters will be
addressed during the meeting,
including the allocation of land
in Chandigarh to Haryana for
the construction.

Mounting Debt: Punjab FM Exposes
Opposition's “False” Debt Propaganda
��%�� ��	���#	
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Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema on

Monday delivered a strong
response to the “false propa-
ganda” propagated by the
opposition leaders regarding
the debt incurred by the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP)-led Punjab
Government.

Cheema, addressing a press
conference, laid out a detailed
account of the state's financial
status, debunking the allega-
tions while also appealing to
Punjab Governor Banwarilal
Purohit for assistance in
retrieving Rs 8,145 crore in
dues owed by the Union
Government.

The issue of state’s mount-

ing debt came into focus after
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann had written a letter to
Governor Banwarilal Purohit,
urging him to take up the
matter of pending Rural
Development Fund with the
Prime Minister and

President. In response,
Governor Purohit highlighted
the state's mounting debt while
requesting Chief Minister
Mann to provide details of its
utilization.

Shedding light on the stag-
gering amount of Rs 27,000
crore paid as interest on loans
taken by previous administra-
tions, including those led by the
SAD-BJP and Congress,
Cheema underscored that the
current Mann Government

had successfully negotiated
reduced interest rates on past
debts, saving the state signifi-
cant funds.

Cheema said Punjab had
raised a total debt of Rs 47,109
crore.

This sum encompassed Rs
32,448 crore during the fiscal
year 2022-23 and an addition-
al Rs 14,661 crore between
April 1, 2023, and August 31,
2023.

He emphasized that a sig-
nificant portion of this debt had
been utilized to service inter-
est on previous loans, support
institutions like PUNSUP and
Punjab State Cooperative
Agriculture Development
Bank, and clear pending power
subsidies owed to PSPCL.

Himachal CM launches website & promo of Pre-
World Cup Paragliding event
Shimla: Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on Monday
launched the official website and promo for the upcoming Pre-
World Cup Paragliding competition, to be held from 26th
October at Bir-Billing in Kangra district.  Till date, around 159
participants from 28 countries have got themselves registered
for the event being organized jointly by the Billing Paragliding
Association and the Himachal Pradesh Tourism Development
Corporation. Para gliders from the United States, Australia,
New Zealand, France, Sweden, Germany, China, South
Africa, Belgium, the United Arab Emirates, Iran, Kazakhstan,
Norway, Nepal, Vietnam, the Czech Republic, Bulgaria,
Canada, and the paragliding teams of  Indian Air Force, Army,
and Navy will be participating in the event and will be given
ranking as per the International norms. Sukhu said that known
as the 'Paragliding Capital of India', Bir-Billing has gained a
global reputation in the world of paragliding. Apart from this
the Bir-Billing is also famous for trekking, mountain biking,
spiritual studies etc.

MCC for strengthening waste management
among street vendors
Chandigarh: To strengthen
waste management among
street vendors, the
Municipal Corporation
Chandigarh provided twin
litter bins to its registered
Street Food Vendors during
the Swacchhta Pakhwada
2023 - Swachhata hi Seva campaign.  Aimed to raise aware-
ness and sensitize vendors about waste segregation at their
vending sites, City Mayor Anup Gupta and Municipal
Commissioner Anindita Mitra, distributed twin litter bins to
its registered vendors at MCC office premises on Monday.

Himachal Governor visits border areas of
Kinnaur district
Shimla: On his first visit to
the border areas adjoining
Kinnaur district on Monday,
Himachal Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla interacted with
the Jawans at army base camp
Sumdoh and also met the
Indo-Tibet Border Police
(ITBP) jawans at Lepcha, a
forward post of ITBP at an altitude of 13000 feet.  Appreciating
the valour of Indian forces guarding the nation in adverse topo-
graphical conditions, the Governor said that serving in a harsh
climate, in sub-zero temperatures was not an easy task and
said that the Indian forces were keeping a hawk's eye on every
activity of other side of the border.

BRIEFS

Himachal and Punjab CMs
visit Attari-Wagah Border
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Himachal Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu along with
his Punjab counterpart Bhagwant Mann witnessed the

Spectacular 'Beating the Retreat Ceremony' at the Attari-
Wagah Border between Pakistan and India, in Amritsar.

The lowering of the flags ceremony at the Attari-Wagah bor-
der is a daily practice that the security forces of India (Border
Security Force, BSF) and Pakistan (Pakistan Rangers) have joint-
ly followed since 1959.Sukhu also distributed sweets to the Jawans
who participated in the ceremony between the thunderous
applause by the people gathered on the occasion to witness the
same. He also encouraged the Jawans for their commitment and
valour and for the impressive show.  He said that the Indian Army
and paramilitary forces have kept the integrity and sovereignty
of the country intact by sacrificing their lives when the Nation
needed them the most to safeguard the country. He said that we
all are proud of our soldiers.

Dr. Atul Fulzale, IG Jalandhar range BSF and a Himachal IPS
cadre officer, welcomed the Chief Minister on the occasion and
presented him a sapling.

Besides Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann, Lieutenant
Governor Delhi, Vinai Kumar Saxena, Chief Secretary Himachal
Pradesh, Prabodh Saxena, Principal Secretary to Chief Minister,
Bharat Khera and senior officers of Punjab, Haryana and Jammu
and Kashmir were also present on the occasion.

Hry CM inaugurates construction work
of Medical College in Yamunanagar
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Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
on Monday inaugurated the construction

work of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib
Government Medical College in Panjupur vil-
lage, Yamunanagar. This project, estimated to
cost around Rs 1200 crore, will be completed in
about 30 months, he added.

Khattar along with Education Minister
Kanwar Pal Gujjar, inspected the layout project
and also planted saplings in the campus. After
this, the Chief Minister performed Bhoomi

Pujan of the College.  Under this initiative, a 100-
seat Medical College, a 500-bedded hospital, a
Nursing College, and a Physiotherapy Institute
will be constructed. Speaking on the occasion,
Khatttar said that the present state government
is actively working on expanding healthcare ser-
vices by establishing medical colleges and hos-
pitals in every district.

Nirogi Yojana, which aims to check the
health of 1 crore 41 lakh people with income
upto Rs 1.80 lakh in the first phase, with 21 lakh
people already examined and this target will be
achieved in the coming 1.5 years, he added.
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Dr Alka Rao shines as a
trailblazer with a passion

for inclusivity. As a Principal
Scientist at the CSIR-Institute
of Microbial Technology
(IMTECH) in Chandigarh,
she's not only made remarkable
contributions to protein engi-
neering but has also dedicated
herself to smashing down the
barriers that hinder STEM
education for individuals with
disabilities, especially the deaf
community. She is a recipient

of the prestigious NCPEDP-
Mphasis Universal Design
Awards 2023, and will be felic-
itated at a special ceremony on
September 28, 2023 in New
Delhi. Dr Rao's journey is
marked by a remarkable list of

accomplishments, including
numerous national and inter-
national patents, copyrights,
and prestigious journal publi-
cations. Her expertise extends
beyond the laboratory as she
advises government bodies like
the Ministry of Environment,
Forest, and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
(MoH&FW), Ministry of
Education (MoE), among oth-
ers.

However, it is Dr Rao's
dedication to fostering inclu-
sive STEM education that truly

sets her apart. She leads the
ISLEVL (Indian Sign Language
Enabled Virtual Laboratory)
project, funded by CSIR under
the Jigyasa program.  “The
ISLEVL platform is a collabo-
rative effort that brings togeth-
er scientists, interpreters, con-
tent creators, and multimedia
editors.

It is accessible online and
via the Google Play Store,
ensuring that a wide audience
can benefit from its resources.
This initiative is part of our
larger vision to break down
barriers and make STEM edu-

cation truly inclusive.
Establishing the country's first
ISL-enabled astronomy lab in
Karnal pioneering efforts that
is revolutionizing STEM edu-
cation for the deaf is a step
towards our commitment,” said
Dr Rao. "Dr Rao's remarkable
journey reminds us that true
progress in science is not just
about discoveries in the labo-
ratory but ensuring that the
wonders of science are acces-
sible to all. NCPEDP-Mphasis
award stands as a testament to
her unwavering commitment
to breaking down barriers.

Govt scientist Dr Alka Rao gets national award for bridging accessibility gap for deaf

Hry Police ramps up

Cybersecurity:

Helpline staff doubled

to tackle fraud
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Amid rising cyber crime
cases in the state, Haryana

Director General of Police
Shatrujeet Kapur on Monday
said that the Union Home
Ministry's helpline-1930 will
now operate at twice the speed
than before. Kapur said that the
number of staff deployed on
the cyber helpline number has
been doubled to expedite the
resolution of complaints
received and enhance cyber-
crime prevention. Kapur said
that in recent times, along
with technology, the number of
cyber crimes has also increased
and Cyber criminals are using
new methods to cheat people
online and make them victims
of fraud. In such a situation, it
is important that complaints
related to cybercrime be
resolved promptly. Apart from
this, the number of awareness
campaigns will soon be
increased to give people infor-
mation about cyber security so
that people remain alert and do
not share personal information
related to bank accounts with
anyone. He said that there is a
plan to organize a meeting
with bankers in this regard so
that better coordination can be
worked with them.It is note-
worthy that the office of
helpline number 1930 being
operated in 112-IRSS located in
Sector-3 Panchkula was
inspected by DGP last week.
During this, Kapur asked the
duty staff posted here in detail
about their working method-
ology. people can also lodge
complaints on the cybercrime
website - http://www.cyber-
crime.gov.in.

Punjab Police
conducts raids at
264 hideouts of
associates of
gangsters
��%�� ��	���#	
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Punjab Police on Monday
conducted raids at suspect-

ed hideouts of associates of
Gangsters and anti-national
elements. As many as 264 res-
idential and other premises
linked with close associates of
several gangsters were thor-
oughly checked during the
operation carried out at all 28
police districts in the state, a
statement said. ADGP Law
and Order Gurinder Singh
Dhillon said that all the
CPs/SSPs were directed to
depute strong police parties led
by an Inspector or Sub-
Inspector to make this opera-
tion successful. Police teams
were also asked to round up
suspicious persons during the
operation, he said.
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Criminal Courts, Amritsar 

IN THE COURT OF 

Harsimranjit Kaur 

Judicial Magistrate First 

Class, Amritsar 

Next Date, Purpose of case, 

Orders and Judgments as well as 

other Case information is available 

on http://ecourts.gov.in 

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING 

THE APPERANCE OF A 

PERSON ACCUSED 

ARVINDERJIT SINGH  

Vs.  

M/S CHICAGO KISSAN CREDIT 

PRODUCER CO LIMITED 

NA CT/3 883 /2 02 0 

PBA S03 -0165 99-2 02 0 

NEXT DATE: 2 5 -10-2 02 3  

POLICE STATION/FIR NO.//0 

138 of Negotiable Instruments Act 

Detail of offence:- 

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:-  

* GAGANDEEP SINGH S/O 

HARJINDER SINGH, DIRECTOR/ 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY, M/S 

CHICAGO KISSAN CREDIT 

PRODUCER CO LIMITED 

* TEJINDERPAL SINGH DIRECTOR / 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY, M/S 

CHICAGO KISSAN CREDIT 

PRODUCER CO LIMITED 

* DALJIT SINGH DIRECTOR/ 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY, M/S 

CHICAGO KISSAN CREDIT 

PRODUCER CO LIMITED 

* GULZAR SINGH DIRECTOR/ 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY, M/S 

CHICAGO KISSAN CREDIT 

PRODUCER CO LIMITED 

* JARMANJIT SINGH DIRECTOR / 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY, M/S 

CHICAGO KISSAN CREDIT 

PRODUCER CO LIMITED 

* CHANDANDEEP SINGH DIRECTOR/ 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY, M/S 

CHICAGO KISSAN CREDIT 

PRODUCER CO LIMITED ALL OF 

ABOVE ACCUSED PERSONS R/O 

131, VARDHMAN PLAZA, OUTER 

RING ROAD, DEEPALI, PITAMPURA, 

DELHI-110034  

OFFICE AT AMRITSAR SCO 33 2ND 

FLOOR B BLOCK RANJIT AVENUE, 

AMRITSAR 

WHEREAS complaint/case has been 

made before me that 1. GAGANDEEP 

SINGH S/O HARJINDER SINGH 2. 

TEJINDERPAL SINGH, 3. DALJIT 

SINGH, 4. GULZAR SINGH, 5. 

JARMANJIT SINGH, 6. 

CHANDANDEEP SINGH ALL OF 

ABOVE ACCUSED PERSONS 

DIRECTOR/ AUTHORIZED 

SIGNATORY M/S CHICAGO KISSAN 

CREDIT PRODUCER CO LIMITED R/O 

131, VARDHMAN PLAZA, OUTER 

RING ROAD, DEEPALI, PITAMPURA, 

DELHI-110034 OFFICE AT AMRITSAR 

SCO 33, 2ND FLOOR B BLOCK 

RANJIT AVENUE, AMRITSAR has 

committed (or is suspected to have 

committed) the offence punishable 

under section 138 or Negotiable 

Instruments Act and it has been returned 

to warrant of arrest thereupon issued 

that the said 1. GAGANDEEP SINGH 

S/O HARJINDER SINGH 2. 

TEJINDERPAL SINGH, 3. DALJIT 

SINGH, 4. GULZAR SINGH, 5. 

JARMANJIT SINGH, 6. 

CHANDANDEEP SINGH cannot be 

found, and whereas it has been shown 

to my satisfaction that the said 1. 

GAGANDEEP SINGH S/O HARJINDER 

SINGH 2. TEJINDERPAL SINGH, 3. 

DALJIT SINGH, 4. GULZAR SINGH, 5. 

JARMANJIT SINGH, 6. 

CHANDANDEEP SINGH has 

absconded (or is concealing 

himself/herself to avoid the service of 

the said warrant); Proclamation is 

hereby made that the said 1. 

GAGANDEEP SINGH S/O HARJINDER 

SINGH 2. TEJINDERPAL SINGH, 3. 

DALJIT SINGH, 4. GULZAR SINGH, 5. 

JARMANJIT SINGH, 6. 

CHANDANDEEP SINGH is required to 

appear before this Court (or before me) 

on 2 5 -10-2 02 3  to answer the said 

complaint/case. 

Dated, this day of 19-03-2023 

Judicial Magistrate First Class 

Amritsar 

COURT NOTICE

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING 

THE APPEARANCE OF A 

PERSON ACCUSED 

IN THE COURT OF Isha 

Goel Judicial Magistrate 

First Class, Amritsar 

M/S ANG LIFE SCIENCES INDIA 

LIMITED 

Vs. 

M/S MEDSIGN BIOTECH PVT 

LIMITED 

NACT/535/2022 

CNR No.: PBAS03-002507-2022 

Next Date:-02-11-2023 

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- M/S 

MEDSIGN:- BIOTECH PVT LTD 

THROUGH ITS MD MANISH 

KUMAR HAVING ADDRESS UNIT 

NO.102, KRISHNA PLAZA, PLOT 

NO.3A, FIRST FLOOR, SECTOR 8, 

ROHINI, DELHI 

Whereas complaint / case has been 

made before me that M/S MEDSIGN 

BIOTECH PVT LTD THROUGH ITS 

MD MANISH KUMAR HAVING 

ADDRESS UNIT NO.102, KRISHNA 

PLAZA, PLOT NO.3A, FIRST 

FLOOR, SECTOR 8, ROHINI, 

DELHI through has committed (or 

suspected to have committed) the 

offence punishable under section of 

and it has been returned to warrant 

of arrest thereupon issued that the 

said M/S MEDSIGN BIOTECH PVT 

LTD cannot be found and whereas it 

has been shown to my satisfaction 

that the said M/S MEDSIGN 

BIOTECH PVT LTD has absconded 

(or is concealing himself /herself to 

avoid the service of the said warrant). 

Proclamation is hereby made that the 

said M/S MEDSIGN BIOTECH PVT 

LTD  is required to appear before this 

Court (or before me) on 02-11-2023 

to answer the said complaint / case. 

Judicial Magistrate  

First Class, Amritsar 

Dated, this day of 22-09-2022 

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE  

(U/o 5  Rule 2 0 CPC) 

In the Court of SH. GURSHER SINGH 

A dditional Civil Judge (Senior 

Division), Garhshankar  

Amrik Singh son of Labhu Ram, resident 

of village Bhawanipur, Tehsil 

Garhshankar, Distt. Hoshiarpur and 

others.  

..............A pplicants/ D.Hs. 

Vs.  

Bhajana son of Faqiria now deceased 

through his L.Rs.  

1A) Joginder Kaur widow Bhajana, now 

deceased through her L.Rs. 1B to 1B to 

1G 

1B) Bachittar Singh(son)  

1C) Nirmal Kaur  

ID) Gogi  

1E) Palo  

1F)Rajo  

1G) Pammi daughters, all residents of 

village Bhawanipur Tehsil Garhshankar, 

Distt. Hoshiarpur and others.  

…….Respondents/J.Ds. 

Execution of order dated 07.08.2015 

passed in application for final Decree.  

CNR No.:PBHOB0-000743 -2 019  

Next Date:-16-10-2 02 3   

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO: 1.C) 

Nirmal Kaur, 1.D) Gogi 1.E)Palo 

1.F)Rajo 1.G) Pammi daughters of 

Bahjana son of Faqira Resident of 

village Bhawanipur, Tehsil Garhshankar 

Distt.Hoshiarpur. 5.C) Hardial Singh son 

of Jagat Singh Resident of village 

Bhawanipur,Tehsil Garhshankar 

Distt.Hoshiarpur. 7. Sadhu Singh son of 

Kartar Kaur widow of Ganga Singh 9. 

Surinder Singh son of Piara Singh S/o 

Kartar Kaur widow of Ganga Singh 10. 

Kulwinder Singh son of Piara Singh S/o 

Kartar Kaur widow of Ganga Singh 11. 

Kuldeep Singh son of Piara Singh S/o 

Kartar Kaur widow of Ganga Singh 12. 

Simar Kaur daughter of Piara Singh S/o 

Kartar Kaur widow of Ganga Singh 13. 

Bheero daughter of Piara Singh S/o 

Kartar Kaur widow of Ganga Singh 14. 

Kulbir Kaur daughter of Piara Singh S/o 

Kartar Kaur widow of Ganga Singh 

Residents of Village Malkowal Tehsil 

Garhshankar, Distt. Hoshiarpur. 

15.2B)Thro daughter of Karma 15.2C) 

Piaro daughter of Karma 15.2D)Baljit 

Kaur daughter of Karma 15.2E)Baksho 

daughter of Karma 16.C)Prem Singh 

Son of Sarwan Singh son of Tulsi 

16.D)Jagar Singh Son of Sarwan Singh 

son of Tulsi 16.E)Darshan Kaur 

Daughter of Sarwan Singh son of Tulsi 

16.F) Tarsem Kaur Daughter of Sarwan 

Singh son of Tulsi Resident of village 

Bhawanipur, Tehsil Garhshankar 

Distt.Hoshiarpur 18. Karmi (Daughter) 

Ganga Singh, 19.Baksho (Daughter) 

Ganga Singh, all Resident of village 

Malkowal, Tehsil Garhshankar, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur.  

In above titled case, the 

defendant(s)/respondent(s) could not be 

served. It is ordered that 

defendant(s)/respondent(s) should 

appear in person or through counsel on 

16-10-2 02 3  at 10:00 a.m.  

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs= 

district notice&district=Hoshiarpur  

A dditional Civil Judge  

(Senior Division), Garhshankar 

Dated, this day of 25-09-2023 
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नगर िनगम रोहतक 

साव�जिनक सूचना 

सव' साधारण को सूिचत िकया जाता है िक नगर 

िनगम, रोहतक की कर शाखा के स/ि0कर के 

)रकॉड' म3 नई %ोपट6 आई०डी० न. 1HB3P5B6 

पुरानी %ोपट6 आई०डी० न. 104C28U481 वाड' 

न./पता 297, Vijay Nagar 9ी/9ीमित गीता देवी 

(रिज० के अनुसार मनोहर लाल) के नाम से दज' है, 

अब नगर िनगम के )रकॉड' म3 इस आई०डी० न. म3 

%ाथ6 िजसका नाम    िकरण पु�ी ,  वा  कृ< कुमार,  

राजेश कुमार,  संजय गु=ा पु�ान  S/o मनोहर लाल 

के >ारा वसीयत/वारसान के आधार पर अपने नाम 

तबदील करवाना चाहते है, यिद िकसी भी जनसा‐

धारण को इनके नाम तबदील करने म3 कोई भी 

आपि0 है तो 30 िदन के अAर-अAर नगर िनगम 

काया'लय म3 अपनी आपि0 दज' करवाये, अBथा 

%ोपट6 टैC म3 उसके नाम तबदील कर दी जायेगी। 

िजसके िलए नगर िनगम, रोहतक कोई उ0रदायी 

नही ंहोगा। 

Eमांक: MCR/ZTO/2023/1965 

िदनांक:  22/09/23  

�े�ीय कराधान अिधकारी,  

नगर िनगम रोहतक।

COLOR  

OR BLACK AND WHITE ADS 

CONTACT: 9417419351

Classified Advertisement 

THE PIONEER

20,000 avail benefit at free mega health camp organised by Chandigarh 

Welfare Trust 

CHANDIGARH: More than 20,000 people availed the benefit of free 

medical services provided by Chandigarh Welfare Trust (CWT) during its 

mega multispecialty health camp organised on September 24 at Grain 

Market in sector 39. The camp was a part of CWT’s ‘Sewa Pakhwada’ 

which commenced from on the 73rd birthday of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi September 17, espousing his vision of ‘self-service’ for the welfare 

of citizens especially the poor section of the society. 

Shri Santosh Kumar, IFS, Chief Vigilance Officer, NHPC alongwith 

participants of brainstorming session titled ‘Best Practices in Vigilance 

Administration including Innovative Systemic Improvements’ organized 

by NHPC   

USP



The government of India
has decided to rebrand
the science awards

delivered by various min-
istries into a single new avatar.
As per the new decision,
there is a rationalisation of
awards. Previously, the
Department of Science and
Technology presented a total
of 207 awards, including four
with national significance.
Additionally, there were 97
private endowments and 56
internal awards. The
Department of Biotechnology
granted six fellowships as
part of its awards program. 

The Department of
Atomic Energy distributed
25 performance-based hon-
ours and 13 awards in non-
core domains. Except for the
one internal award given by
the Department of Atomic
Energy in the name of Homi
Jehangir Bhaba, all other
internal awards have been
stopped.The new avatar
‘Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar ‘
shall be limited to 56 prizes
under 4 categories, viz.,
Vigyan Ratna, Vigyan Shri,
Vigyan Yuva–Shanti Swarup
Bhatnagar, and Vigyan Team.
The Vigyan Ratna Award
will honour the lifetime
accomplishments of scien-

tists, while the Vigyan Shri
Award will acknowledge
notable contributions to a
specific field. The Vigyan
Yuva Shanti Swarup
Bhatnagar Award aims to
inspire young scientists who
have demonstrated outstand-
ing contributions in their
respective fields. 

The Rashtriya Vigyan
Puraskar will be conferred
across 13 disciplines, encom-
passing Physics, Chemistry,
Biological Sciences, Mathe-
matics and Computer Scie-
nce, Earth Science, Medicine,
Engineering Sciences, Agri-
cultural Science, Environ-
mental Science, Technology
and Innovation, Atomic
Energy, Space Science and
Technology, among others.
The Rashtriya Vigyan Puras-
kar is open to every Indian
citizen and also to people of
Indian origin working in

other countries. However,
there is a limit to the number
of people of Indian origin to
be considered for these
awards. Out of the total num-
ber of 3 awards in the Vigyan
Ratna, a maximum of only 1
can be considered from peo-
ple of Indian origin, while in
Vigyan Sri and Vigyan
Yuva–Shanti Swarup Bhat-
nagar it is 3 out of 25, while
the Vigyan Team award is
exclusively for people work-
ing in India. Similarly except
for 

Vigyan Yuva–Shanti
Swarup Bhatnagar (VY-SSB)
there is no upper age limit for
applying. In VY-SSB the
upper age limit is fixed at 45.

In the earlier version of
the award that has been fol-
lowed for many years only
people working in govern-
ment sectors were considered.
The Rashtriya Vigyan Puras-
kar is open to all researchers,
irrespective of the organiza-
tion. Even people working
outside the gamut of any
organization can also apply
for these awards. This will
help thousands of outstand-
ing researchers working
under various NGOs in the
country to showcase their
scientific talents and come to

the limelight.
A panel headed by the

Principal Scientific Adviser
will be responsible for choos-
ing the recipients. The Rash-
triya Vigyan Puraskar Com-
mittee will comprise secre-
taries from all six science
departments, four presidents
chosen from science and
engineering academies, and
six eminent scientists and
technologists representing
various realms of science.
Each year, nominations for
these awards will be open
from January 14 to February
28, coinciding with National
Science Day. One landmark
decision in the new award is
the clause for self-nomina-
tions, which was not possible
in the earlier version. Often
the malpractice and unethical
practices happening in sci-
ence are because of this nom-
ination culture. The rational-
isation of awards providing
equal opportunities to people
working in every sphere of
science will help identify the
best scientific talent from the
country. 

(The writer is an adjunct
faculty at the National

Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bangalore; 
views are personal)

�������	
�������
�������������	�����������������	���������������������	�������������������
����������	�������������������� ����!������������!��	�����������	���	���!�������������!"
#���$����������	�������
�������������%��	����
�	�����%��
����	����%���
������	����


��	�������������
���������$��	������������	������	������������
����	���	���������������

���	�������	�	
������������
���	�������
���������
��
��	���������������%�
����	����������
����
���	"�#���&����!��'���	����	��������!�����������%����������	���������	���������%���	

���������	��	������	�������	����	"������������������
�	��	�����������
����$�����%�������
�	��%���%����������
�	��	���������
��	��	�����������%����
�%�����	��������	���������	��	�
���%������������������	�!����

���������"�(	���!�������%�%������&���������$��	�����
��������������	���������	��	��������!����	���
����������%"�)������������������&����
��$������	%��
���	����������%��	���	���
�	���
����$��"�)��������	�������������%
����	����	�����%������������$��	����������������	����������
���������
�	��
�����	��


��	��	����������	�����	���	������	�����$��"���������
����������������
�	����	�����	������������������������
���	��	�� �	������	�� �%%����	������ ����� �$���� ����
�������
��	��������	��	�������"������������	�������
���	���
������������������	�������	�������������������
�	�������������	������	�����"�)���%���
������%%���
�
��$�����������%��	���������	�����������������	���
*&�����&������&�����+������&�����+���$����*�$��
�
���	����������*,�����%��	�����������$����������	�!����%

%���� �	�� �����*"� ����� ������	���!�� -����	��	�� ���
�	�������	����������	�������
�����%��'�
��������%����

�		�
������� �
����� ���� &����� ��."�� ���� !-�	��
�/%����$��!��	��!�����	
�����/%����$��!"�#�����%��


'�
���	����	����	��	
�����	�%�������	�
�	��	��	
������������%�	��%��%%����	�������	
�������������	���������
�"���������������������������	���	�����������
����$���������������
�	���������.�	������������0����
-�������0����������	��	�������%
���	������	
��
����

�����	�1�	������	�"

#���&���������������������	
�	��������������
���	������������
�������/��/��%���	���	�
���������"�2��������������	���	��������������
������������������������������������/
����	�
%���%�
��������	������	���	�����
��������	�������%��
����	���	��������"�(	��������������
*3	��,�����
���3	�������
�*�43,3�5�%��������	� ��������	���%����
����	������������

����������	�����"�(	������	����	���������������
������	
����	�����%�����������������	�
�	�������
����������%�������������$����������&�����%�������������������	��
���������������
$���������"�#�����������	�����������
��������	������$����%���	������	���������	������
��
��%����	��%��
������	��������������������������"�#���&����������	�����
�����	���
$�	

��$�
�����	
�����	������
�%�
���
��	
�	�������	����	���
 �������	��������"��/����	���	�
�%
���	�����%����������$�����	�������
��
���
�������	������������������������������
����
����������������"�6��������	����������������%��������$��	������������
�����������
���
�	����	��	����������	�����"

�����1
�)#���	���

Tagore's dramas to the works of great
artists like Ananda Samarakoon (compos-
er of Sri Lanka's national anthem 'Sri
Lanka Matha...'), all exemplify this cultur-
al and intellectual exchange aimed at
enlightening both the individual and
society. Tagore remains a living example
of an ideal human being who takes pride
in his roots while embracing the global
community.

It is disheartening to witness certain
forces working tirelessly to narrow India's
perspective and isolate it from the rest of
the world in the name of "national pride."
We earnestly request the relevant author-
ities to follow Tagore's ideals. Would the
all-embracing, secular, and humanitarian
Tagore, who despised the concept of
"nationalism" from the depths of his
heart, have supported the actions of polit-
ical leaders on campus who propagate
hatred against minority groups?

As far as continuing Tagore's legacy is
concerned, it is being carried forward by
the paragon of ethical values, Amartya Sen.
The constant attempts to tarnish his
noble image as a "land-grabber" are a direct
assault on Tagore's legacy itself. Sen and
Tagore's legacies are synonymous terms.
Unlike the current political custodians of

the university, Sen's worldview encompass-
es the world, transcending the confines of
narrow "nationalism," and places the
utmost importance on secularism, reli-
gious tolerance, humanity, and the eco-
nomic upliftment of all. It is high time that
the narrow-minded mindset opposing dis-
sent, freedom of speech, secularism, and
humanity be consigned to oblivion with-
in the campus, and justice be done to
Santiniketan's UNESCO-awarded status as
a "World Heritage site."

Kajal Chatterje | Kolkata
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Sir — The God of logic, Lord Ganesha,
also known as 'Pratham Pujya,' which
means the first one to be worshipped,
teaches us the importance of beginning
with logic. In essence, He encourages us
to approach our goals with prudence and
rationality. This wisdom from Lord
Ganesha also guides us to foresee poten-
tial challenges and address them proactive-
ly. Rather than regretting our actions later,
we should think logically before we act.

Anansha Godani | Ujjain
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Sir — Hypertension is a ticking time
bomb. It is imperative that people take note
of the fatalities and disabilities caused by
this "silent killer" known as hypertension.
The first report from the World Health
Organization (WHO) on the perils of
hypertension revealed that nearly 80 per-
cent of individuals worldwide with high
blood pressure suffer due to inadequate
treatment. Shockingly, only 37 percent of
Indians with hypertension are diagnosed,
and merely 30 percent receive treatment,
despite the abundance of anti-hyperten-
sive medications, the expertise of skilled
physicians, and a wealth of literature out-
lining its dangers. The danger of hyper-
tension is encapsulated in the "rule of
halves" - half of the global population is
diagnosed, half of those diagnosed receive
treatment, and only half of them attain sus-
tainable normal blood pressure levels.

Neglected hypertension can lead to an
enlarged heart and inefficient blood ves-
sel function, resulting in casualties. This
is particularly unfortunate given the sim-
ple and effective ways to prevent and man-
age this debilitating condition. Lifestyle
adjustments, such as regular physical
activity, a balanced diet with limited salt
and sugar intake, minimal alcohol con-
sumption, smoking cessation, stress reduc-
tion, and consistent medication under
supervision, can make a significant differ-
ence. Measuring blood pressure is a
straightforward process, made even eas-
ier with the availability of compact devices.

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola
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Sir — Rabindranath Tagore envisioned
that Indians should embrace the best that
the international community has to offer
by embracing the spirit of the "Global
Village" and emphasising the exchange of
thoughts and culture in harmony with
nature. This vision was embodied in his
brainchild, Visva-Bharati or Santiniketan,
where the rich cultural tapestry of Bengal,
India, and the entire world would inter-
mingle freely. From Manipuri dance in
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evidence linking the Indian
government to the assassina-
tion.

As for domestic politics,
the Congress and other parties
supported the Indian govern-
ment and criticised Trudeau's
statement. They are shocked at
the allegation that the Indian
government had orchestrated
the killing of an Indian-origin
Canadian citizen on Canadian
soil and supported the South
Bloc. Only Sukhbir Badal, the
leader of Akali Dal, suggested
that political parties should
work together to stop anti-Sikh
propaganda in the media.

As for the international
scenario, the reaction towards
India from its Western allies
has been cautious. Top U.S.
diplomat David Cohen claim-
ed the shared intelligence
among the Five Eyes made
Justin's allegation. Five Eyes
Network is an intelligence
alliance comprised of the Uni-
ted States, the United King-
dom, Australia, Canada, and
New Zealand. The New York
Times said on Sunday, "In the
aftermath of the killing in
June of the Sikh separatist
leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
U.S. intelligence agencies
offered their Canadian coun-
terparts context that helped
Canada conclude that India
had been involved. "

Trudeau called on India to
cooperate with Canadian

authorities to "uncover the
truth" about the killing but
stated that he was not looking
to escalate tensions between
the two countries. The stand-
off will have repercussions for
both India and Canada. India
is Canada's tenth most signif-
icant trading partner.

Secondly, India has a vital
role in Canada's 2022 Indo-
Pacific Strategy. Thirdly, India
is Canada's tenth most signif-
icant trading partner. The two
countries have been in discus-
sions about a trade agreement
for more than a decade. In
2022, the total trade value
between them only reached
C$13.7 billion, a small portion
of Canada's overall trade vol-
ume amounting to C$1.52
trillion. 

A favourable climate for
high-level negotiations for an
Early Progress Trade Agree-
ment (EPTA) existed. The
October meeting for EPTA
talks has now been postponed
indefinitely.

Fourthly, the Canadian
merchandise trade had grown
from approximately $3.87 bil-
lion in 2012 to $10.18 billion
in 2022. Trade will be hit for
both sides. Fifthly, there could
be a reduction in immigration
from India to Canada. Canada
has been home to many immi-
grants in recent years. It has
tripled since 2013, overtaking
Philipjonmes and China. The

students' traffic would also be
affected adversely. Over 30
per cent of the students come
from India to study in Canada.
Further, tourist traffic will also
affected. On September 21,
India declared that it would
temporarily stop issuing visas
to Canadian citizens because
of security concerns affecting
their missions in Canada. New
Delhi is also considering can-
celling overseas citizenship to
pro-Khalistanis.

India has come a long
way since the 1980s and 1990s,
rapidly gaining political and
economic power. The United
States wants to partner with
India to balance China's influ-
ence and would prefer to avoid
strains developing among its
allies. A former Pentagon offi-
cial said that if the U.S. chose
the two countries, it might
favour India as Washington
has been wooing India to bal-
ance China in the region.

However, any negative
impact on India-Canada rela-
tions could prevent Canada
from joining the Indo-Pacific
network of institutions. Ottawa
recognises India's regional
power and influence. Ottawa
must be made to understand
the sentiments of New Delhi
and should not pamper pro-
Khalistani elements.

(The writer is a popular
columnist; views are 

personal)
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The ongoing massive
diplomatic row has
brought a sudden spot-
light on the Canada-
India relationship.

Differences emerged between
the two countries after Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
alleged Indian involvement in kill-
ing a separatist Sikh activist, Nij-
jar. Outraged, New Delhi vehe-
mently denied the claim and
dismissed it as "absurd and moti-
vated."

On June 18 this year, a pro -
Khalistani leader Najjar was shot
dead outside a Gurudwara in Sur-
rey, British Columbia. India had
declared him a wanted terrorist.
If the relationship between India
and Canada had been trending
smoothly, it was because of the
Geopolitical developments, eco-
nomic relations, and demograph-
ic trends. It worsened after the
Nijjar killing. The two countries
resorted to tit-for-tat reactions
against each other. The ties bet-
ween the visiting Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau for the
G20 summit last week were vis-
ibly frosty.

New Delhi has been protest-
ing the presence of the pro -
Khalistani elements in Canada.
New Delhi also frowned on the
referendum for Khalistan by
them. When Trudeau was on a
bilateral visit in 218, there were
embarrassing moments about
the presence of a Khalistni activist
in his delegation. The pro-
Khalistani elements sent death
threats to Indian diplomats in
Ottawa. The request for their
extradition also has yet to be
addressed so far.

Why is Canada important to
India? The former British colony
has the highest population of
Sikhs outside their home state of
Punjab. About 1.4 million Indian
immigrants live in Canada out of
40 million. About 770,000 people
follow Sikhism. New Delhi has
often complained about their
activities.

After the controversy, Canada
and India acted swiftly to expel
senior diplomats in reciprocal
moves earlier this week. On
Thursday, India's foreign ministry
suspended visa services tem-
porarily for Canadian citizens.
Ottawa claims that Canadian
security agencies had uncovered
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(Chakraborty is HoD,
Digital Marketing &
Associate Professor,

Presidency University,
Bengaluru and Biswal

is Associate Professor &
Head, Journalism and
Mass Communication,
Rama Devi Women’s

University,
Bhubaneswar; views

are personal)

Jeff Bezos, the founder of Amazon has
rightly argued, “There is no alterna-
tive to digital transformation.
Visionary companies will carve out
new strategic options for themselves

— those that don’t adapt, will fail.”
Attention economy is the latest lexicon

in the landscape of business and digital
communication. There is hardly any space
that digital media has not reached and influ-
enced, whether it is for good or bad.
Technology and digital connectivity have
evolved a new paradigm in the sphere of
economy, the attention economy, which is
doing around all across. This new model
has redefined the very rudiments of the eco-
nomic paradigm and there have been
shifts in Ferments, foundations and the
future of the economy on a global scale. The
confluence of economy and interactive dig-
ital communication emanating from the
economy has wider implications on the gen-
esis and praxis of economy and digital com-
munication. It has caused concerns about
privacy, manipulation, and the toll it takes
on mental health which need to be amica-
bly addressed.

No wonder, the attention economy has
transformed the way we live, work, and
interact, and it's time we take a closer look
at its impact and the challenges it presents.
Such a form of new economic model has
emerged in the digital age. It's a framework
that recognizes that attention has become
a finite resource in an information-rich
world. In the traditional economic model,
goods and services are exchanged for
money. In the attention economy, howev-
er, the currency is not dollars or euros; it's
our precious time and cognitive resources.

The attention economy revolves around
capturing and holding the attention of indi-
viduals to monetize it. This is principally
achieved through advertising, content con-
sumption, and social media. Social media
platforms have played a pivotal role in the
rise of the attention economy. They have
created a digital landscape where individ-
uals willingly share their personal informa-
tion, preferences, and behaviours, provid-
ing an invaluable resource for advertisers
and content creators. Platforms like
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok
have mastered the art of keeping users
engaged and scrolling for hours on end.

One of the key features of social media
is the algorithm-driven feed, designed to
show users content that will keep them on
the platform as long as possible. These algo-
rithms analyze user behaviour, prefer-
ences, and interactions to curate a person-
alized feed that maximizes the chances of
holding the user's attention. Whether it's
endless scrolling on Instagram or watching
recommended videos on YouTube, these
algorithms are designed to capture and
retain our attention.

Companies and platforms vie for our
attention because they know that the more
of it they can capture, the more advertis-
ing revenue they can generate. In this light,
social media has not spared any space
whether it is personal or professional.
Numerous social media platforms have
played a pivotal role in the rise of the atten-
tion economy. They have inevitably creat-
ed a niche digital landscape where individ-
uals willingly share their personal informa-
tion, preferences, and behaviours, provid-
ing an invaluable resource for advertisers
and content creators. It is startling but true.
Platforms like Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
and TikTok have mastered the art of keep-
ing users engaged and scrolling for hours

on end. Moreover, artificial intelli-
gence and machine learning are the
new entrants that have started posi-
tioning curated and personalized
content which have larger implica-
tions for the economy by capturing
the users’ attention. Whether it's
never-ending scrolling on Instagram
or watching recommended videos
on YouTube, these algorithms are
designed to capture and retain
attention.

The attention economy is not all
free from flaws. Social media plat-
forms and advertisers are constant-
ly refining their techniques to keep
us hooked. These models of busi-
ness activities can foster the spread
of misinformation and echo cham-
bers. Algorithms often prioritize
content that aligns with a user's
existing beliefs and preferences.
This can lead to the reinforcement
of biases and a lack of exposure to
diverse perspectives, ultimately con-
tributing to polarization and the
spread of fake news. The attention
economy's impact on mental health
is a growing concern. Every notifi-
cation, every "like," every com-
ment is a small reward that keeps us
coming back for more. Take control
of your social media feed by unfol-
lowing accounts that don't add
value or contribute to negativity.
Curate a feed that inspires and edu-
cates rather than drains your ener-
gy. This can lead to addictive behav-
iour and compulsive checking of
social media, negatively impacting
our mental health and productivi-
ty.

The constant barrage of content
also makes it challenging for indi-
viduals to focus and engage in deep,
meaningful activities. Continuous

partial attention (CPA) is an auto-
matic process that allows people to
pay attention to multiple sources of
information at the same time while
searching for relevant information.
This allows people to move from a
superficial focus on a lot of infor-
mation to focus on highly relevant
information within a short attention
span. CPA has been used to describe
our tendency to be constantly dis-
tracted by notifications and the fear
of missing out (FOMO).

Fear of missing out (FOMO) is
a feeling of anxiety about not being
aware of or missing out on informa-
tion, events, experiences, or life deci-
sions that could improve one's life.
It is characterized by the desire to
constantly stay in touch with what
others are doing. FOMO has
increased recently due to technolog-
ical advancements. Social network-
ing sites create many opportunities
for FOMO. While it provides oppor-
tunities for social engagement, it
provides a view of the myriad of
activities in which one does not par-
ticipate. Psychological dependence
on social networks can lead to
FOMO or even pathological use of
the Internet. This hampers our
ability to concentrate, which is
essential for tasks that require sus-
tained attention and critical think-
ing.

Research has shown that exces-
sive use of social media and digital
devices can lead to feelings of lone-
liness, depression, and anxiety. The
constant comparison with others,
the pressure to curate a perfect
online persona, and the fear of miss-
ing out on social events can take a
toll on our well-being. The relent-
less stream of information and sen-

sationalized news can contribute to
information overload and height-
ened stress levels.

There is little doubt that the
attention economy enjoys a covet-
ed space in digital marketing and
business strategy. However, in a view
to mitigate the ill effects of excessive
digital media consumption, sanity
in terms of focused work, leisure,
resetting your mental state, algorith-
mic accountability and minimizing
mindless scrolling is highly warrant-
ed. Periodically disconnect from
digital devices and social media. A
digital detox can help reset your
mental state and reduce dependen-
cy on technology. Allocate time for
focused work, leisure, and social
media, and try to minimize mind-
less scrolling.

The attention economy is a dou-
ble-edged sword. On one hand, it
has revolutionized the way we
access information, connect with
others, and do business. On the
other hand, it has raised significant
concerns about privacy, manipula-
tion, and the toll it takes on our
mental health. 

Finding a balance between ben-
efiting from the opportunities of the
attention economy while safeguard-
ing our well-being is a complex chal-
lenge. It requires a combination of
individual responsibility, societal
awareness, and ethical practices
from tech companies.

Finding a balance between ben-
efiting from the opportunities of the
attention economy while safeguard-
ing our well-being is a complex chal-
lenge. It requires a combination of
individual responsibility, societal
awareness, and ethical practices
from tech companies.
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Empowerment began with
the much-acclaimed Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao

(BBBP) campaign, launched
by the Prime Minister in 2015
at Panipat, Haryana. BBBP
addresses the declining Child
Sex Ratio (CSR) and related
issues of women's empower-
ment over a life-cycle contin-
uum. Speaking on the success
of this programme, the Prime
Minister while addressing cit-
izens of his adopted village
Jayapur said, “Our Mantra
should be: ‘Beta Beti, Ek
Samaan’. “Let us celebrate the
birth of the girl child. We
should be equally proud of our
daughters. I urge you to sow
five plants when your daugh-
ter is born to celebrate the
occasion.”

The next step was the
hugely successful campaign

of the Swachh Bharat Mission
which provided izzat ghars to
more than 120 million women
thus ensuring access to safe
sanitation for women and girl
children across rural and
urban Bharat. Saving millions
of women from chronic respi-
ratory disorders by providing
smoke-free kitchens through
the widespread Ujjwala Yojana
which provided gas cylinders
to more than 96 million
women was another signifi-
cant life-changing provision
for the women of our country.
Apart from these, several
important programmes were
delivered for the betterment of
the health and hygiene of our
women.

Distribution of over 270
million sanitary pads priced at
Re. 1 through Jan Aushadhi
Kendras, providing 39 million

free antenatal check-ups under
PM Surakshit Matritva
Abhiyan; benefitting more
than 30 million women thro-
ugh the PM Matru Vandana
Yojana; increase in paid mater-
nity leave period from 12
weeks to 26 weeks; were some
of the significant health initia-
tives. As an outcome of these,
we could achieve a decline in
Maternal Mortality Rate from
130 in 2014 to 97 per lakh live
births in 2018-20.Modi
Government also facilitated
holistic well-being develop-
ment schemes such as Mission
Poshan.

This was an integrated
nutrition support programme
to overcome the challenges of
malnutrition in children, ado-
lescent girls, pregnant women,
and lactating mothers. Poshan
Abhiyan has reported benefi-

ciaries of more than 100 mil-
lion which includes more than
5 million lactating and preg-
nant mothers and more than
4 million children below 6
months. 

Apart from social welfare,
this Government has also
ensured economic empower-
ment through various inter-
ventions beginning with open-
ing more than 270 million Jan
Dhan accounts and providing
more than INR 200 million to
women entrepreneurs through
the MUDRA Yojana. There
has been a 28% increase in reg-
istration of women-owned
MSMEs in just 3 years.

More than 45,000 DPIIT-
recognised startups have at
least one woman director.
Mahila Samman Savings
Certificate (MSSC) for girls
and women which was anno-

unced by Finance Minister
Nirmala Seetharaman ji in
the Union Budget 23 -24, cel-
ebrates Nari Shakti by provid-
ing financial freedom and dig-
nity for women and girl chil-
dren. Apart from social and
economic empowerment, this
Government has also taken
bold steps in bringing much-
needed reforms for Muslim
women. The Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on
Marriage) Act, 2019 declared
the pronouncement of instan-
taneous and irrevocable triple
talaq by a Muslim husband as
illegal. The Women's
Reservation Bill is now the cul-
minating transformation being
introduced to ensure adequate
women's participation in the
electoral canvas of Bharat. The
chequered legislative history of
the Women’s Reservation Bill

began 27 years ago when the
H D Deve Gowda-led govern-
ment introduced it in
Parliament in September 1996.

Almost every government
has since tried to push it
through — the UPA govern-
ment managed to get it passed
in the Rajya Sabha in 2010 but
later could not get it through
in the Lok Sabha. The move
has not come to fruition so far
due to a lack of political will
and consensus.

The bill will help to repre-
sent those who remain under-
represented. The proportion of
women MPs was just five per
cent in the first Lok Sabha in
1952 reaching a figure of less
than 15 per cent today. In
Rajya Sabha too, women's rep-
resentation is about 14 per cent
and below 10 per cent in
many state assemblies. Bring-

ing in the 1/3 representation
will enable many more wo-
men's voices to be heard in the
wells of the parliament hous-
es. This will also ensure that
women's issues and challenges
in the most backward areas are
represented before the policy
and lawmakers which will go
a long way in not just keeping
our women and girl children
safe in the country but also
empowering them to play a
critical role in nation-building.

The Women's Reservation
Bill will be etched in the his-
tory of Modern Bharat and the
Modi Government will always
be known as the most progres-
sive Government that provid-
ed 360-degree empowerment
for the women of our country-
social, economic and now
electoral. A proud and jubilant
moment in history for all of us.
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((The author is a public poli-
cy expert and spokesperson,

BJP and State Vice President,
BJP Women’s Wing; views

are personal))
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The Philippine coast guard said Monday
it has complied with a presidential order

to remove a floating barrier placed by
China’s coast guard to prevent Filipino fish-
ing boats from entering a lagoon in a dis-
puted shoal in the South China Sea.
Philippine officials condemned the instal-
lation of the 300-metre (980-foot) -long bar-
rier at the entrance to the lagoon at
Scarborough Shoal as a violation of inter-
national law and their Southeast Asian
nation’s sovereignty.

The Philippine coast guard’s report that
it has removed the barrier underscores
intensifying Philippine efforts to fight
China’s increasingly aggressive actions,
against many odds, in one of the world’s
most hotly contested waters.

Chinese coast guard vessels laid the
rope and net barrier, held up by buoys, last
week as a Philippine government fisheries
vessel approached and more than 50
Philippine fishing boats swarmed outside
the shoal, the Philippine coast guard said.

The Philippine coast guard said in a
statement Monday night that it has success-

fully removed the floating barrier in a “spe-
cial operation” in compliance with the order
of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. It did not
provide other details like if the entire bar-
rier was removed and when, and how
Chinese coast guard ships, which have
closely guarded the shoal for years, react-
ed.

The decisive action of the Philippine
coast guard to remove the barrier aligns
with international law and the Philippines’
sovereignty over the shoal,” the coast guard
said. “The PCG remains committed to
upholding international law, safeguarding
the welfare of Filipino fisherfolk and pro-
tecting the rights of the Philippines in its
territorial waters.”

Video issued by the Philippine coast
guard to journalists in Manila showed a
diver cutting a part of what appears to be
the barrier rope. A man onboard a motor
boat tries to lift what appears to be a part
of the barrier rope in another video
released by the coast guard to the media.

Earlier Monday, Philippine National
Security Adviser Eduardo Ano said that “the
placement by the People’s Republic of
China of a barrier violates the traditional

fishing rights of our fishermen”.
Ano said in a statement that the

Philippines “will take all appropriate actions
to cause the removal of the barriers and to
protect the rights of our fishermen in the
area”. He did not elaborate.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin said the shoal
and its adjacent waters are “China’s inher-
ent territory,” where Beijing “has indis-
putable sovereignty”.

A Philippine government fisheries ves-
sel “trespassed into the waters” without
China’s permission on Sept 22, Wang said,
and “attempted to intrude into the lagoon”
of the shoal. “China’s coast guard took the
necessary measures to stop and warn off the
ship in accordance with the law, which was
professional and with restraint,” he added.

It’s the latest flare-up in long-simmer-
ing territorial disputes in the busy and
resource-rich waterway, most of which is
claimed by China. The Philippines,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan are
involved with China in the conflicts, which
have long been regarded as a potential Asian
flashpoint and a delicate fault line in the US-
China rivalry in the region. 
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China and Nepal on Monday
signed 12 agreements,

including seven MoUs, to
enhance bilateral cooperation
in sectors including trade, road
connectivity, and information
technology after Premier Li
Qiang and Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
“Prachanda” held wide-ranging
talks in Beijing. During the
meeting, the two leaders com-
prehensively reviewed the bilat-
eral relations and expressed sat-
isfaction over the close and cor-
dial ties subsisting between
the two countries, according to
a press release issued by the
Nepal embassy in Beijing.

The two sides exchanged
views on the ways to further
strengthen and consolidate the
mutual understanding and
cooperation and give a new
impetus in the front of econo-

my, trade and people-to-people
contacts, it said, two days after
Chinese President Xi Jinping
held talks with Prachanda in
Hangzhou on the sidelines of
the Asian Games being held in
the eastern Chinese city.

Prachanda, who political-
ly distanced from the pro-
China Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) headed by KP Oli
after becoming Prime Minister
in December last year, made his

maiden visit to China after vis-
iting India and the US.
Following the official bilateral
talks, 12 agreements were
signed between the two coun-
tries, the Nepalese embassy
said.

The agreements include
an MoU for Cooperation
between The National Planning
Commission of Nepal and
China’s National Development
and Reform Commission; an
MoU on enhancing digital

economy co-operation; an
MoU related to cooperation on
green and low-carbon develop-
ment; and an MoU on cooper-
ation in the field of agriculture,
livestock and fisheries, the
release said.

The two sides also signed
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on the
establishment of a Joint
Technical Working Group for
the review and modification of
the Nepal-China trade and
payment agreement.

They also signed a proto-
col of phytosanitary require-
ments for the export of plant-
derived medicinal materials
for Chinese medicine from
Nepal to China.

China and Nepal also
signed MoUs on the Hilsa-
Simkot Road Project and the
Nepal-China Power Grid
Interconnection Project
(Chilime-Kerung).  The other
agreements include coopera-
tion in the fields of science,
technology and innovation;
and in the field of Human
Resources Development, the
release said.
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The European Union’s trade
commissioner called for a

more balanced economic rela-
tionship with China on
Monday, noting an EU trade
deficit of nearly 400 billion
euros ($425 billion), while also
warning that China’s position
on the war in Ukraine could
endanger its relationship with
Europe. Valdis Dombrovskis, in
a speech at China’s prestigious
Tsinghua University, said that
the EU and China face signif-
icant political and economic
headwinds that could cause
them to drift apart.

“The strongest, yet not the
only, headwind is Russia’s war
of aggression against Ukraine,
and how China positions itself
on this issue,” he said.

Dombrovskis spoke before
high-level economic and trade
talks with Chinese Vice
Premier He Lifeng.

EU leaders have expressed
concern about the bloc’s grow-
ing trade deficit with China,
which reached 396 billion euros
last year. European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen recently
announced an investigation
into Chinese subsidies to elec-
tric vehicle makers, saying a
flood of cheaper Chinese cars
is distorting the European mar-
ket.

The Chinese government
has called the investigation a
protectionist act aimed at dis-
torting the supply chain.
Dombrovskis, in his Tsinghua
address, said the probe would
follow well-established rules
and be done in consultation
with Chinese authorities and
stakeholders.

The EU trade commis-
sioner urged China to address
the lack of reciprocity in the
economic relationship, saying
“the figures speak for them-
selves”.

He said that China has cre-
ated a more politicised business
environment to protect its
national security and develop-
ment interests, resulting in less
transparency, unequal access to
procurement, and discrimina-

tory standards and security
requirements.

Dombrovskis cited as
examples a new foreign rela-
tions law and an updated anti-
espionage law that has
European companies strug-
gling to understand their com-
pliance obligations.

“Their ambiguity allows
too much room for interpreta-
tion,” he said about the laws,
adding they deter new invest-
ment in China.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
said that China provides a
market-oriented, law-based
business environment for for-
eign companies.

“As long as the companies
are operating in accordance
with the law, they don’t have to
worry,” he said.

Chinese officials have been
trying to lure back foreign
investment to help the econo-
my emerge from a sluggishness
that has persisted despite the
lifting of pandemic restric-
tions last December.

The Chinese government
has tried to remain neutral in
the war in Ukraine rather than
joining the United States and
much of Europe in condemn-
ing the Russian invasion.
Dombrovskis, who is Latvian,
noted that territorial integrity
has always been a key princi-
ple for China in international
diplomacy.

“Russia’s war is a blatant
breach of this principle,” he
said. “So it’s very difficult for us
to understand China’s stance on
Russia’s war against Ukraine, as
it breaches China’s own funda-
mental principles.”
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Warsaw (AP): Poland’s foreign
minister accused Germany of
trying to interfere in his coun-
try’s internal affairs after
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz said Warsaw needs to
clarify allegations that Polish
consulates in Africa and Asia
sold temporary work visas to
migrants for thousands of dol-
lars each.

Poland’s right-wing ruling
party, Law and Justice, is facing
questions about the alleged
scheme ahead of an Oct 15
national election in which it is
seeking a third term in power.

Scholz, whose government
is under pressure to do more to
limit migration to Germany,
called on neighbouring Poland
on Saturday to provide clarifi-
cation of what was happening.

“I don’t want people to just
be waved through from Poland
and only for us to have a dis-
cussion about asylum policy
afterward,” Scholz said in com-
ments reported by the German
news agency dpa.

Polish Foreign Minister
Zbigniew Rau retorted late
Sunday on X, formerly Twitter,
that Scholz’s statement “violates
the principles of the sovereign
equality of states”.

Rau said he appealed to
Scholz “to respect Poland’s sov-
ereignty and refrain from state-
ments that damage our mutu-
al relations”.

Rau himself is under polit-
ical pressure at home because
the alleged visa scheme oper-
ated out of the Foreign
Ministry.

German Interior Minister
Nancy Faeser said last week
that Berlin was considering
establishing short-term bor-
der checks with Poland and the
Czech Republic to help curb
the smuggling of people into
Germany.

She added that the
increased border checks would
need to be combined with ran-
dom police checks that are
already being carried out. The
government said Monday that
she is in discussions with her
Polish and Czech counterparts.

Germany, Poland and the
Czech Republic belong to
Europe’s visa-free zone, com-
monly known as the Schengen
Area.
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Kosovo on Monday was
observing a day of mourn-

ing for the Kosovar Albanian
police officer killed by Serb
gunmen who then barricaded
themselves in an Orthodox
monastery in an attack that left
three assailants dead and fur-
ther raised tensions between
the two former wartime foes as
they seek to normalise ties.

Flags were at half mast on
all public buildings in the cap-
ital Pristina to mourn Afrim
Bunjaku. In the north, where
most of Kosovo’s ethnic Serb
minority lives in four munici-
palities around Mitrovica,
police were patrolling in search
of the armed assailants after
they left the monastery.

About 30 gunmen dressed
in combat uniforms were
involved in the attack, but it is
not clear who they are or who
is supporting them. Pristina
accuses Belgrade of backing the
“terrorists,” an accusation
Serbia denies, saying they are
Serbs from Kosovo protesting
the government there. On

Sunday the masked gunmen
opened fire on a police patrol
at about 3 a.m. (01:00 GMT) in
Banjska, a village located 55
kilometres north of Pristina,
killing Bunjaku and injuring
another officer.

They then used an
armoured vehicle to break
down the gates to the
monastery in the village, where
they remained in a stand-off
with Kosovo police until
evening.

The two sides exchanged
gunfire sporadically until dark-
ness fell, when the assailants
escaped from the monastery on
foot. Three of the attackers
were killed and two injured.
Another Kosovar police officer
was injured in the confronta-
tion near the monastery.

Two of the gunmen and
four Serbs discovered nearby
with communication equip-
ment were arrested and are
being investigated for terrorist
acts. 

Police seized vehicles used
by the gunmen which con-
tained an arsenal of firearms of
different calibers, explosives,

ammunition and logistics capa-
ble of equipping hundreds of
persons, according to Kosovo
Interior Minister Xhelal Svecla.

“It’s a terrorist, criminal,
professional unit that had
planned and prepared what
they did and who are not a
smuggling band but a merce-
nary structure which is politi-
cally, financially and logistical-
ly supported by official
Belgrade,” sad Prime Minister
Albin Kurti.

Serbian President
Aleksandar Vucic said the gun-
men were local Kosovo Serbs
“who no longer want to stand
Kurti’s terror.” Vucic con-
demned the killing of the
Kosovo policeman, but still
said the clash was the result of
“brutal” pressure on Kosovo
Serbs by the Kosovo govern-
ment.

He denied that Belgrade
had anything to do with the
attack.

Vucic also blasted the West
and its “hypocrisy” over
Kosovo. “You can kill us all.
Serbia will never recognize the
independence of Kosovo, that

monster creation that you
made by bombing Serbia,”
Vucic said, referring to the
1999 NATO intervention
which led to Kosovo separating
from Serbia.

Serbia and its former
province, Kosovo, have been at
odds for decades. Their 1998-
99 war left more than 10,000
people dead, mostly Kosovo
Albanians. Kosovo unilateral-
ly declared independence in
2008 but Belgrade has refused
to recognise the move.

The international commu-
nity condemned the “hideous
attack.” 

The European Union and
the NATO-led international
peacekeeping force in Kosovo
are in close contact with
Kosovar authorities.

Earlier this month, an EU-
facilitated meeting in Brussels
between Kurti and Vucic to
normalise ties ended in acri-
mony. 

The United States has sup-
ported the negotiations and the
EU’s position in trying to
resolve the ongoing source of
tension in the Balkans.
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Libya’s chief prosecutor said
Monday he ordered the

detention of eight current and
former officials pending his
investigation into the collapse
of two dams earlier this month,
a disaster that sent a wall of
water several metres high
through the centre of a coastal
city and left thousands of peo-
ple dead.

The two dams outside the
city of Derna broke up on Sep.
11 after they were over-
whelmed by Storm Daniel,
which caused heavy rain across
eastern Libya. The failure of the
structures inundated as much
as a quarter of the city, officials
have said, destroying entire
neighbourhoods and sweeping
people out to sea.

Government officials and
aid agencies have given estimat-
ed death tolls ranging from
more than 4,000 to over 11,000.
The bodies of many of the peo-
ple killed still are under rubble
or in the Mediterranean,

according to search teams.
A statement by the office of

General Prosecutor al-Sidiq
al-Sour said prosecutors on
Sunday questioned seven for-
mer and current officials with
the Water Resources Authority
and the Dams Management
Authority over allegations that
mismanagement, negligence
and mistakes contributed to the
disaster.

Derna Mayor Abdel-
Moneim al-Ghaithi, who was
sacked after the disaster, was
also questioned, the statement
said.

Prosecutors ordered the
eight to be jailed pending the
investigation, the statement
added.

The dams were built by a
Yugoslav construction com-
pany in the 1970s above Wadi

Derna, a river valley which
divides the city. They were
meant to protect the city from
flash floods, which are not
uncommon in the area. The
dams were not maintained for
decades, despite warnings by
scientists that they may burst.

A report by a state-run
audit agency in 2021 said the
two dams hadn’t been main-
tained despite the allocation of
more than USD 2 million for
that purpose in 2012 and 2013.

A Turkish firm was con-
tracted in 2007 to carry out
maintenance on the two dams
and to build a third one in
between them. The firm, Arsel
Construction Company Ltd.,
said on its website that it com-
pleted its work in November
2012. It didn’t respond to an
email seeking further com-
ment.

Two weeks on, local and
international teams were still
digging through mud and hol-
lowed-out buildings, looking
for bodies. They also combing
the Mediterranean off Derna,

searching for boding swept
away in the floods.

The floods have left as
many as a third of Derna’s
housing and infrastructure
damaged, according to the
UN’s Office for Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs, or
OCHA. Authorities have evac-
uated the most impacted part
of the city, leaving only search
and ambulance teams, OCHA
said. The World Health
Organization says more than
4,000 deaths have been regis-
tered dead, including foreign-
ers, but a previous death toll
given by the head of Libya’s Red
Crescent was at 11,300. The
UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs says at least 9,000 peo-
ple are still missing.

The storm hit other areas
in eastern Libya, including the
towns of Bayda, Susa, Marj and
Shahatt. Tens of thousands of
people have been displaced in
the region and took shelter in
schools and other government
buildings.
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It wasn’t the deadliest attack
in Europe linked to the

Islamic State group, but it was
among the most disturbing:
One evening in 2016, an
assailant killed two police offi-
cers in their family home, in
front of their 3-year-old son.
On Monday, a trial opens in a
French counterterrorism court
over the attack in the Paris sub-
urb of Magnanville.

The attacker, Larossi
Abballa, was shot to death by
police. According to court doc-
uments, he told police negotia-
tors that he was responding to
an IS leader’s call to “kill mis-
creants at home with their
families.”

A childhood friend of
Abballa’s, Mohamed Aberouz,
is going on trial for complici-
ty to terrorism-related murder,

complicity to kidnapping and
terrorist conspiracy. He faces
up to life in prison if convict-
ed.

The killings came amid a
wave of attacks in France linked
to the Islamic State group and
had a lasting effect on police
officers around France. 

Some moved, changed ser-
vices or resigned to protect
their loved ones after the
Magnanville killings.

According to court docu-
ments, Abballa broke into the
home of police officers Jessica
Schneider and Jean-Baptiste
Salvaing before they returned
from work.  When Schneider
came home, Abballa slit her
throat in the living room, with
the child present. The father
texted her from the office to say
“I’m leaving,” the documents
say. There was no response. 

He was stabbed upon arriv-

ing home.
Neighbours called police,

and the attacker said he was
holding the couple’s 3-year-old
hostage, according to the doc-
uments. 

He told a negotiator from
a special police unit that he
acted because the French gov-
ernment was preventing the
faithful from joining the
caliphate, and stressed that he
had not targeted civilians but
representatives of the French
state.

Police stormed the home
and killed Abballa, and rescued
the child. The boy has been
raised by family members
since.

After more than five years
of investigation and multiple
arrests, only Aberouz is facing
trial. Charges were initially
brought against two others but
later dropped.
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Taipei (AP): Authorities said
late on Sunday that one person
remained missing following a
fire at a golf ball factory in
Taiwan, after forensic analysis
revealed that some bones found
earlier in the day were not
human.The blaze on Friday
night killed nine other people,
including four firefighters.
Launch Technologies Co., the
operator of the plant, is a major
global supplier of golf
balls.Authorities had reported
earlier that the remains of two
people were found Sunday
morning and of a third person
in the afternoon, putting the
death toll at 10. But one set of
bones from the morning turned
out to be non-human, officials
said. 

Taiwan’s Central News
Agency, quoting a Pingtung
County fire official, said an
explosion caused part of the
building to collapse about 6:10
pm Friday, trapping firefighters
and workers under rubble. 
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London (PTI): An inquest
opened on Monday into the
death of two Indian-origin
teenagers who died when
they got into difficulty while
swimming in Northern
Ireland. Reuven Simon and
Joseph Sebastian, both 16
and belonging to the local
Kerala community in County
Derry, drowned while out
swimming in the Enagh
Lough, or Enagh Lake, in
August last year.

According to local news
reports, one of the boys was
taken from the water and
transferred to Altnagelvin
Hospital, where he was later
pronounced dead. The second
boy was pronounced dead at
the scene after being recov-
ered from the water after
searches by police divers. “We
know both families and can
only imagine the incalculable

pain they are feeling today,”
the North West Migrants
Forum said in a statement at
the time.

“Thanks must also go to
emergency services who were
on the scene. Our thoughts
and prayers are with the entire
Kerala community as they
try to make sense of this
awful tragedy. Remembered
fondly,” it said.

Both boys were pupils at
St Columb’s College in Derry,
Northern Ireland. The school
principal, Finbar Madden,
expressed “shock and sad-
ness” of the local communi-
ty.

“No words can express
the devastation that we feel as
a school community, but first
and foremost our thoughts
and prayers are with both
boys’ families, community
and friends,” he said.
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Anew poll by the
Washington Post and ABC

News has shown President Joe
Biden trailing behind his pre-
decessor Donald Trump in a
hypothetical November 2024
match. “Trump edges out
Biden 51-42 in head-to-head
matchup,” the poll said. Trump
is way ahead of his other
Republican rivals in the party’s
presidential race. The GOP’s
formal nomination process will
begin with the Iowa Caucus
and the New Hampshire
Primary in January.

While two of the Indian-
American Republican presi-
dential aspirants — former
South Carolina governor Nikki
Haley and entrepreneur Vivek
Ramaswamy — have gained

momentum in recent weeks,
Trump is far ahead of his GOP
rivals and political pundits
believe that he is on his way to
becoming the party’s nominee.

The Washington Post-ABC
News poll released on Sunday
said that a record number of
Americans say they have
become worse off under his
presidency. Three-quarters say
he’s too old for another term

and Donald Trump is looking
better in retrospect — all severe
challenges for Biden in his
reelection campaign ahead,
according to the poll results.

However, the Washington
Post disagrees with the results
of the poll. The prominent
American daily reported that
the poll showing Trump beat-
ing Biden by 10 points is like-
ly an “outlier” as the two rivals
are in a dead heat according to
other polls.

“The Post-ABC poll shows
Biden trailing Trump by 10
percentage points at this early
stage in the election cycle,
although the sizable margin of
Trump’s lead in this survey is
significantly at odds with other
public polls that show the gen-
eral election contest a virtual
dead heat.
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Hong Kong (AP): The chair-
man of Hong Kong’s leading
journalist group was found
guilty of obstructing a police
officer on Monday in a court
case that sparked concerns
about the city’s declining press
freedom. 

Ronson Chan, chairman
of the Hong Kong Journalists
Association and a journalist of
online news outlet Channel C,
was arrested last September
while he was on his way to a
reporting assignment. He was
accused of refusing to show
the plainclothes officer his
identity card upon request. 

Chan’s arrest fuelled con-
cerns about the erosion of
media freedom in Hong Kong
after Beij ing imposed a
national security law to crush
dissent following the city’s
massive pro-democracy
protests in 2019. The former
British colony was promised
to keep its Western-style civil
liberties for 50 years when it
returned to Chinese rule in
1997.

Magistrate Leung Ka-kie
on Monday ruled that Chan
had deliberately obstructed
the officer from carrying out
her duty and failed to take out

his identity card in a timely
manner. He kept asking the
officer questions “recklessly,”
she said. He will be sentenced
later Monday and could face
a maximum penalty of two
years in prison. In the crack-
down following the 2019
protests, two vocal media out-
lets — Apple Daily and Stand
News — have been forced to
shut down and some of their
top managers have been pros-
ecuted. Two former top edi-
tors at Stand News, where
Chan used to work, were tried
for sedition. A verdict is
scheduled for November.
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North Korea on Monday
called South Korean

President Yoon Suk Yeol “a guy
with a trash-like brain” and “a
diplomatic idiot” as it blasted
him for using a UN speech to
issue a warning over the North’s
deepening military ties with
Russia.

In a speech at the UN
General Assembly last week,
Yoon said South Korea “will not
sit idly by” if North Korea and
Russia agree to weapons deals
that would pose a threat to the
South. North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un’s trip to Russia ear-
lier this month to meet President
Vladimir Putin and visit key mil-
itary sites raised international
concern about a possible push by
North Korea to receive sophis-
ticated nuclear and weapons

technologies in return for
replenishing Russia’s conven-
tional arms inventory depleted
by its war with Ukraine.

“Puppet traitor Yoon Suk
Yeol, even at the 78th UN
General Assembly, malignantly
slandered the relations between
(North Korea) and Russia,” the
North’s official Korean Central
News Agency said in a com-
mentary.

Without addressing the
worries about a possible
weapons deal with Russia,
KCNA said it’s “quite natural”
and a “legitimate right” for
neighbouring countries to keep
close ties with each other.

“It’s self-evident that such a
guy with a trash-like brain can-
not understand the profound
and enormous meaning of the
development of (North Korea)-
Russia friendly relations,” KCNA

said. “No one in the world
would lend an ear to the hysteric
fit of puppet traitor Yoon Suk
Yeol, who is only wearing dis-
graceful ill fames of political
immature,’ diplomatic idiot’ and
incompetent chief executive.’”

Koo Byoungsam, a
spokesperson for South Korea’s
Unification Ministry, said the
KCNA insults demonstrated
North Korea’s “substandard sys-
tem that lacks basic etiquette and
common sense.”

Since taking office last year,
Yoon, a conservative former
prosecutor, has sought to
strengthen South Korea’s mili-
tary and security alliance with
the United States. Yoon’s moves
have infuriated North Korea.
Monday’s KCNA dispatch
accused Yoon of “voluntarily act-
ing as a servile trumpeter and
loudspeaker for the US.”
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Thousands of Armenians
streamed out of Nagorno-

Karabakh after the Azerbaijani
military reclaimed full control
of the breakaway region while
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan was set to visit
Azerbaijan Monday in a show
of support to its ally.

The Azerbaijani military
routed Armenian forces in a 24-
hour blitz last week, forcing the
separatist authorities to agree to
lay down weapons and start
talks on Nagorno-Karabakh’s
“reintegration” into Azerbaijan
after three decades of separatist
rule. A second round of talks
between Azerbaijani officials
and separatist representatives
began in Khojaly Tuesday fol-
lowing the opening meeting last
week. While Azerbaijan
pledged to respect the rights of
ethnic Armenians in the region
and restore supplies after a 10-
month blockade, many local
residents feared reprisals and
said they were planning to
leave for Armenia.

The Armenian government
said that 4,850 Nagorno-
Karabakh residents had fled to
Armenia as of midday Monday.

“It was a nightmare. There
are no words to describe. The
village was heavily shelled.
Almost no one is left in the vil-
lage,” said one of the evacuees
who spoke to The Associated
Press in the Armenian city of
Kornidzor and refused to give
her name for security reasons.

Moscow said that Russian
peacekeepers in Nagorno-
Karabakh were assisting the
evacuation. Azerbaijan’s
Defence Ministry said Monday
that two of its soldiers were
killed a day earlier when a mil-
itary truck hit a landmine. It
didn’t name the area where the
explosion occurred.

In an address to the nation
Sunday, Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said
his government was working
with international partners to
protect the rights and security
of Armenians in Nagorno-
Karabakh. “If these efforts do
not produce concrete results,
the government will welcome
our sisters and brothers from
Nagorno-Karabakh in the

Republic of Armenia with every
care,” he said.

Demonstrators demanding
Pashinyan’s resignation con-
tinued blocking the Armenian
capital’s main avenues Monday,
engaging in occasional clashes
with police that sought to dis-
perse the protests. Nagorno-
Karabakh came under the con-
trol of ethnic Armenian forces,
backed by the Armenian mili-
tary, in separatist fighting that
ended in 1994. During a six-
week war in 2020, Azerbaijan
took back parts of Nagorno-
Karabakh along with surround-
ing territory that Armenian
forces had claimed during the
earlier conflict. After a Russia-
brokered armistice, a contin-
gent of about 2,000 Russian
peacekeepers was sent to the
region to monitor it.

In December, Azerbaijan
imposed a blockade of the only
road connecting Nagorno-
Karabakh with Armenia, alleg-
ing that the Armenian govern-
ment was using the road for
mineral extraction and illicit
weapons shipments to the
region’s separatist forces.
Armenia charged that the clo-
sure denied basic food and
fuel supplies to Nagorno-
Karabakh’s approximately
120,000 people. Azerbaijan
rejected the accusation, arguing
the region could receive sup-
plies through the Azerbaijani
city of Aghdam — a solution
long resisted by Nagorno-
Karabakh authorities, who
called it a strategy for
Azerbaijan to gain control of
the region. On Sunday, French
President Emmanuel Macron
pledged support for Armenia
and Armenians, saying that
France will mobilise food and
medical aid for the population
of Nagorno-Karabakh, and
keep working toward a ‘sustain-
able peace’ in the region.

France, which has a big
Armenian diaspora, has for
decades played a mediating
role in Nagorno-Karabakh. A
few hundred people rallied
outside the French Foreign
Ministry over the weekend,
demanding sanctions against
Azerbaijan and accusing Paris
of not doing enough to protect
Armenian interests in the
region.
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British Home Secretary
Suella Braverman has

launched a review into the
legal protections for officers on
firearms duties after a revolt
within Scotland Yard ranks
following a murder charge
against a Metropolitan Police
officer who had discharged his
gun while on duty.

The UK’s Ministry of
Defence (MoD) is said to have
offered soldiers as back up
support for armed police in
London after several officers
turned in their weapon carry-
ing permits since their col-
league was charged last week. 

The UK’s Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS) had
authorised charges against the
officer, granted legal anonymi-
ty, in connection with a shoot-
ing in September last year.

“We depend on our brave
firearms officers to protect us
from the most dangerous and
violent in society. In the inter-
est of public safety, they have
to make split-second deci-
sions under extraordinary
pressures,” Braverman said in
a post on X on Sunday.

“They mustn’t fear ending
up in the dock for carrying out
their duties. Officers risking
their lives to keep us safe have
my full backing and I will do
everything in my power to
support them. That’s why I
have launched a review to
ensure they have the confi-
dence to do their jobs while

protecting us all,” she said.
The Met Police chief, Sir

Mark Rowley, welcomed
Braverman’s review into the
issue in an open letter on
Monday and stressed that it
was important to “let the
police police”.

“It is essential that we
have a system which com-
mands the confidence of offi-
cers and the communities they
serve,” writes Rowley.

“The system that judges
officers’ actions should be
rooted in integrity and deci-
sions should be reached swift-
ly, competently and without
fear or favour. A review is
needed to address accountabil-
ity mechanisms, including the
policies and practices of the
Independent Office for Police
Conduct and the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS),
ideally with a focus on the
threshold for investigating
police use of force and involve-
ment in pursuits,” he said.

More than 100 officers
are believed to have handed in
permits allowing them to carry
weapons after their colleague
was charged over the shooting
of Chris Kaba, 24, in south
London.

“The CPS reminds all con-
cerned that criminal proceed-
ings against the officer are
active and that he has the right
to a fair trial. It is extremely
important there should be no
reporting, commentary or
sharing of information online
which could in any way prej-

udice these proceedings,” said
Rosemary Ainslie, head of the
CPS Special Crime Division,
last week.

The CPS Special Crime
Division deals with the most
complex and sensitive cases in
England and Wales, including
serious criminal allegations
against police officers.

An estimated 2,595 offi-
cers are licensed as firearms
officers in the Met Police,
governed by a set of rules, pro-
cedures and accountability
processes for being autho-
rised to carry weapons.

“Many are worried about
how the decision impacts on
them, on their colleagues and
on their families. They are
concerned that it signals a shift
in the way the decisions they
take in the most challenging
circumstances will be judged,”
the Met Police said in a state-
ment.

“The Met has a significant
firearms capability and we
continue to have armed offi-
cers deployed in communities
across London as well as at
other sites including
Parliament, diplomatic
premises, airports etc… The
Ministry of Defence has
agreed to a request to provide
the Met with counterterrorism
support should it be needed.
This is a contingency option
that would only be used in
specific circumstances and
where an appropriate policing
response was not available,” it
added.
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Union leaders and
Hollywood studios

reached a tentative agreement
Sunday to end a historic
screenwriters strike after near-
ly five months, though no deal
is yet in the works for striking
actors. The Writers Guild of
America announced the deal
with the Alliance of Motion
Picture and Television
Producers, the group that rep-
resents studios, streaming ser-
vices and producers in 
negotiations.

“WGA has reached a ten-
tative agreement with the
AMPTP,” said in an email to
members. “This was made
possible by the enduring soli-
darity of WGA members and
extraordinary support of our
union siblings who joined us
on the picket lines for over 146
days.” The three-year contract
agreement — settled on after
five marathon days of renewed

talks by negotiators WGA and
the AMPTP — must be
approved by the guild’s board
and members before the strike
officially ends.

The terms of the deal were
not immediately announced.
The tentative deal to end the
last writers strike, in 2008, was
approved by more than 90 per
cent of members.

The agreement comes just
five days before the strike
would’ve become the longest in
the guild’s history, and the
longest Hollywood strike in
decades. As a result of the
agreement, nightly network
shows including NBC’s “The
Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon” and ABC’s “Jimmy
Kimmel Live!” could return to
the air within days. But as writ-
ers prepare to potentially crack
open their laptops again, it’s far
from back to business as usual
in Hollywood, as talks have not
yet resumed between studios
and striking actors. Crew

members left with no work by
the stoppage will remain
unemployed for now.

The proposed solution to
the writers strike comes after
talks resumed on Wednesday
or the first time in a month.
Chief executives including Bob
Iger of Disney, Ted Sarandos of
Netflix, David Zaslav of
Warner Bros. Discovery and
Donna Langley of
NBCUniversal reportedly took
part in the negotiations direct-
ly. About 11,500 members of
the Writers Guild of America
walked off the job May 2 over
issues of pay, the size of writ-
ing staffs on shows and the use
of artificial intelligence in the
creation of scripts. Actors,
who joined the writers on
strike in July, have their own
issues but there have been no
discussions about resuming
negotiations with their union
yet. The writers strike imme-
diately sent late-night talk
shows and “Saturday Night

Live” into hiatus, and has since
sent dozens of scripted shows
and other productions into
limbo, including forthcoming
seasons of Netflix’s “Stranger
Things,” HBO’s “The Last of
Us,” and ABC’s “Abbot
Elementary,” and films includ-
ing “Deadpool 3” and
“Superman: Legacy.” The
Emmy Awards were also
pushed from September to
January.

More recently, writers had
been targeting talk shows that
were working around strike
rules to return to air, including
“ The Drew Barrymore Show,”
“ Real Time With Bill Maher
” and “The Talk.” All reversed
course in the face of picketing
and pressure, and are likely to
quickly return now.

The combined strikes
made for a pivotal moment in
Hollywood as creative labour
faced off against executives in
a business transformed and
torn by technology, from the

seismic shift to streaming in
recent years to the potentially
paradigm-shifting emergence
of AI in the years to come.

Screenwriters had tradi-
tionally gone on strike more
than any other segment of the
industry, but had enjoyed a rel-
atively long stretch of labour
peace until spring negotia-
tions for a new contract fell
apart. The walkout was their
first since 2007 and their
longest since 1988.

On July 14, more than
two months into the strike, the
writers got a dose of solidari-
ty and star power — along with
a whole lot of new picketing
partners — when they were
joined by 65,000 striking film
and television actors.

It was the first time the two
groups had been on strike
together since 1960. In that
walkout, the writers strike
started first and ended second.
This time, studios opted to deal
with the writers first.
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ARussian drone and missile
strike near Odesa damaged

infrastructure, a grain silo and
an abandoned hotel and
injured one person in the Black
Sea port city as attacks else-
where in Ukraine killed five
civilians and wounded 13 in the
past day, Ukrainian officials
said Monday.

Ukraine’s air force report-
ed downing all Russian drones
launched overnight, but one of
12 Kalibr missiles and two P-
800 Oniks cruise missiles
apparently made it past air
defences the day after the war
in Ukraine entered its 20th
month. Russia has continuous-
ly targeted port and grain stor-
age facilities in Odesa since
pulling out of a wartime deal
that allowed Ukrainian grain
exports to countries facing the
threat of hunger. The attacks
have destroyed silos, ware-
houses, oil terminals and other
infrastructure critical for stor-
age and shipping.

The Russian Defence
Ministry said long-range mis-
siles and drones were used to
strike facilities that it alleged
had housed foreign mercenar-
ies and trained saboteurs. The
ministry didn’t name locations
or provide other specifics to
support its claim. It also said it
downed several Ukrainian
drones. The attacks came as
independent UN-backed
human rights experts said they
found new evidence of war
crimes committed by Russian
forces and as President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy wel-
comed the arrival of the first
Abrams tanks sent by the US.

The UN Independent
Commission of Inquiry on
Ukraine said it found evidence
of crimes committed by both
sides in the war, but far more
by Russians, including
instances of torture, some of it
fatal, and rape of women as old
as 83. It said it was also look-
ing into allegations that Russian

forces committed genocide.
Zelenskyy thanked allies on
Telegram for their support in
announcing the anticipated
arrival of the tanks. He didn’t
say how many tanks had
arrived, but the US has said it
was sending 31 tanks.

In other fighting, Russian
forces also dropped bombs
and launched six heavy artillery
strikes on southern Ukraine’s
Kherson region, destroying a
school and factory and damag-
ing residential buildings. Three
of the deaths reported by the
Ukrainian president’s office
were in the region: two people
were killed and two others
were injured by bombs that hit
the city of Beryslav. A man was
killed in the neighbouring vil-
lage of Lvove.

In eastern Ukraine,
Russians attacked residential
areas of 10 cities and villages in
the Donetsk region, killing
two people in the village of
Zarichne, according to the
presidential office. During
fighting in southeast Ukraine’s
Zaporizhzhia region, the
Russian army carried out five
airstrikes on Orikhiv, a small
city, and its surrounding area.

The Russian Defence
Ministry said its air defences
downed three Ukrainian drones
over the Kursk region of Russia
and three others over the
Bryansk region early Monday.
It also reported that three
drones were shot down over the
Belgorod region. Kursk Gov
Roman Starovoit said a downed
drone over the centre of the city
of Kursk damaged the roof of an
administrative building and
several private houses and shat-
tered windows in an apartment
building. Starovoit said there
were no injuries. A day earlier,
a Ukrainian drone damaged the
roof of an administrative build-
ing in Kursk that some
Ukrainian and Russian media
reported housed the offices of
the Federal Security Service,
Russia’s main domestic securi-
ty agency.
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Imran Khan’s lawyer on
Monday said he was shifted

from the Attock jail to high-
security Adiala prison in the
garrison city of Rawalpindi
following a high court order,
but Adiala jail officials dis-
missed claims that the former
prime minister has been relo-
cated. In August, the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party peti-
tioned the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) to transfer the
deposed party chief to Adiala
prison where A-class facilities
are available, keeping in view
70-year-old Khan’s affluent
family background, social and
political status.

During the hearing on
Monday, IHC Chief Justice
Aamer Farooq directed author-
ities to shift the deposed prime
minister to Adiala jail. Chief
Justice Farooq said that Khan
is an under-trial prisoner in the

cipher case, which was regis-
tered in Islamabad. He object-
ed to keeping “an under-trial
prisoner” in Attock jail instead
of Adiala jail.

“Shift the PTI chairman to
Adiala jail,” the judge said. He
said Khan had been impris-
oned at the Attock jail as per
the sentence awarded in the
Toshakhana case, which was
suspended.

“IHC Chief Justice has
ordered moving PTI chairman
Imran Khan from Attock
Prison to Adiala Prison in
Rawalpindi,” Khan’s party said.

Talking to the media out-
side the IHC, Khan’s lawyer
Sher Afzal Marwat said they
had “finally been granted jus-
tice from the IHC” on the mat-
ter of shifting Khan from
Attock jail to Adiala jail. The
lawyer said it was a “little bit of
justice” but he was glad about
it. Naeem Panjhota, who is the
spokesperson of Khan on legal
affairs, claimed that the ousted
premier has been shifted to the
prison in Adiala.

However, the Adiala jail
administration refuted the
claim, saying that Khan has not

yet been shifted there. 
Later, in a post on platform

X, Panjhuta said that he had
been informed that Khan had
been shifted to Adiala jail but
“it is beyond understanding
that Attock jail [authorities] are
also saying that they have PTI
chairman.”

Khan has been kept in the
Attock Jail since August 5 after
his conviction in the
Toshakhana corruption case.
His sentence was suspended by
the IHC on August 29, but he
continues to remain in prison
in the cipher (secret diplomat-
ic cable) leakage case.

A special court, established
under the Official Secrets Act,
on September 13 extended the
judicial remand of Khan till
September 26 in the cipher
case. Special court hearings in
the cipher case against Khan
have been taking place at the
Attock jail, citing security rea-
sons. The Islamabad trial court
which had sentenced Khan to
three years in jail had directed
the authorities to lodge him at
Adiala prison. However, after
his arrest, he was shifted to
Attock jail.
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Lahore/Islamabad (PTI): A
controversial Pakistani anchor
and YouTuber, who went miss-
ing four months ago following
the May 9 anti-government
protest after former prime min-
ister Imran Khan’s arrest, has
returned home safely, police
said on Monday. Imran Riaz
Khan, 47, with more than three
million followers on YouTube,
was known for his highly crit-
ical views of the powerful mil-
itary. He was reportedly arrest-
ed two days after violent
protests broke out across the
country following Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chair-
man Imran Khan’s arrest on
May 9 in an alleged corruption
case. The anchor was believed
to be in the custody of intelli-
gence agencies for the last four
months.

Khan was an ardent sup-
porter of the former prime
minister and highly critical of
the establishment after the for-
mer premier was ousted from
office in April last year. He was

last known to be taken to the
Lahore Cantonment police sta-
tion after his arrest and later to
the Sialkot prison in Punjab
province. On May 15, a law
officer told the Lahore High
Court (LHC) that the anchor
was released from jail after tak-
ing an undertaking in writing.

However, on Monday
Punjab province’s Sialkot police
said that Khan has returned
home safely without divulging
any further information.

Punjab Inspector General
Police (IGP) Dr Usman Anwar
said in a statement on Monday
that TV anchor and YouTuber
Khan “is safe and back to his
family in Lahore”.

“Journalist/Anchor Imran
Riaz Khan has been safely
recovered. He is now with his
family,” Sialkot Police said in a
statement on X. Khan’s lawyer
Mian Ali Ashfaq also con-
firmed the development and
said: “By God’s special blessing,
grace, and mercy, I have
brought back my prince.”
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Cairo (AP): Egypt will hold
a presidential election over
three days in December, offi-
cials announced Monday,
with President Abdel Fattah
el-Sissi highly likely to remain
in power until 2030. Waleed
Hamza, the chairman of the
National Election Authority,
said the vote will take place on
Dec 10-12, with a runoff on
Jan 8-10 if no candidate
secures more than 50% of the
vote. Egyptian expatriates will
vote on Dec 1-3, and in the
runoff on Jan 5-7, he added.

A handful of politicians
have already announced their
bids to run for the country’s
highest post, but none poses
a serious challenge to el-Sissi,
who has been in power since
2014 and has faced criticism
from the West over his coun-
try’s human rights record.

El-Sissi, a former defence
minister, led the military
overthrow of an elected but
divisive Islamist president in
2013 amid street protests
against his one-year rule.
Since then, authorities have
launched a major crackdown
on dissent. Thousands of gov-
ernment critics have been
silenced or jailed, mainly
Islamists but also many
prominent secular activists,
including many of those
behind the 2011 uprising that
toppled longtime autocrat
Hosni Mubarak. El-Sissi has
not announced his candidacy
yet. He was first elected in
2014 and reelected in 2018 for
a second four-year term.
Constitutional amendments,
passed in a referendum in
2019, added two years to his
second term, and allowed
him to run for a third, six-
year term. In the 2018 vote,
el-Sissi faced only a little-
known politician who joined
the race at the last minute to
spare the government the
embarrassment of a one-can-
didate election after several
hopefuls were forced out or
arrested.
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Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty closed margin-
ally up in highly volatile

trade on Monday, snapping
their four-day losing streak
even as weak global trends and
foreign fund outflows dented
the investor sentiment.

After gyrating 461.6 points
during the day, the 30-share BSE
Sensex eked out a marginal gain
of 14.54 points or 0.02 per cent
to settle at 66,023.69. During the
day, it hit a high of 66,225.63
and a low of 65,764.03.

Snapping its four-day losing
streak, the broader Nifty settled
marginally up 0.30 points at
19,674.55 as 24 of its compo-
nents advanced while 26
declined. Gains in financials,
consumer durables, realty and
banking shares were offset by
losses in IT, oil & gas and phar-
ma shares. 

In the four sessions to
Friday, the 50-issue barometer
declined 3.37 per cent or 518
points while Sensex plunged

1,829 points or 3 per cent fol-
lowing a record 11-day rally.

Analysts said a fresh uptick
in US treasury yields is making
investors jittery amid rising
concerns over inflation and
high interest rates while FIIs
continue to offload shares in
local equities.

Among the Sensex firms,
Bajaj Finance jumped the most
by 4.64 per cent. Bajaj Finserv,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Asian
Paints, UltraTech Cement,
ICICI Bank, NTPC, JSW Steel
and Tata Steel were among the

major gainers.
Infosys, Mahindra & Mah-

indra, Wipro, Tata Consultancy
Services, IndusInd Bank and
HCL Technologies were the
major laggards.

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said, “The day present-
ed a mixed picture in the mar-
ket, with sectors such as realty,
banking, and consumer
durables performing well while
IT and pharma struggling.
Investors were actively reposi-
tioning, shifting away from

stocks tied to the global econ-
omy and focusing on the
domestic economy.”

Concerns loomed over a
potential global economic slow-
down due to the prolonged
period of high-interest rates,
Nair added.

Analysts also said that
India’s entry into JP Morgan’s
Emerging Markets Government
Bond Index is benefiting the
financial sector in anticipation
of a reduction in funding cost.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge climbed 0.46

per cent and smallcap index
advanced 0.12 per cent.

Among the indices, realty
jumped 1.56 per cent, financial
services climbed 0.46 per cent,
consumer durables (0.43 per
cent), bankex (0.29 per cent)
and commodities (0.23 per
cent).

Industrials, IT, telecommu-
nication, auto, capital goods
and teck were among the lag-
gards.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended in the negative territory
while Tokyo settled in the green.
European markets were trading
lower. The US markets ended in
negative territory on Friday.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.39 per cent to
USD 93.63 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded equi-
ties worth Rs 1,326.74 crore on
Friday, according to exchange
data. FIIs have pulled out over
Rs 10,000 crore from Indian
equities in the first three weeks
of September.
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India’s top oil firm IOC on
Monday unveiled the nation’s

first green hydrogen-powered
bus that emits just water as it
takes the lead in bringing out
unrivaled tools to replace fossil
fuels.

Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC) will produce close to 75
kg of hydrogen by splitting
water using electricity from
renewable sources. This hydro-
gen will be used to power two
buses which will ply across the
national capital region for trial
runs.

Oil Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri, flagging off the buses, said
hydrogen will be India’s transi-
tion fuel for moving away from
fossil fuels.

IOC’s R&D Centre at
Faridabad is producing green
hydrogen for the pilot run. Four
cylinders with a capacity of 30
kg can run the buses for 350 km.

It takes 10-12 minutes for
the four tanks to fill.

Hydrogen when burnt emits
only water vapour as a by-prod-
uct. With three times the ener-
gy density and the absence of
harmful emissions, hydrogen
shines as a cleaner, more efficient
choice to meet the energy
requirement. 

As much as 50 units of
renewable electricity and 9 kg of
deionized water are needed for
the production of one kilo of
green hydrogen. Hydrogen can
be used as a fuel for fuel cells.

Puri said by the end of
2023, IOC will scale up the
number of buses to 15.

IOC will undertake opera-

tional trials of 15 fuel cell buses
powered by green hydrogen on
the identified routes in Delhi,
Haryana, and UP. Under this
programme, the first set of 2 fuel
cell buses was launched on
Monday.

“Our government has ambi-
tious plans on clean and green
energy. India has taken many
steps towards low carbon devel-
opment- through emerging fuels
like hydrogen and bio-fuels and
shall account for 25 per cent of
global incremental energy
demand growth over the next
two decades,” Puri said.

Upon the launch of the two
buses, a cumulative mileage of
more than 3 lakh kilometers will
be covered for long-term assess-
ment of performance and dura-
bility of the new technology.

India has one of the largest
synchronous grids in the world,
capable of handling intermittent
renewable energy and it has
achieved ‘One Nation-One
Grid-One Frequency’.

“With the low cost solar,

synchronous grid, large demand
and engineering, India will be a
global champion in production
and exports of hydrogen and is
set to emerge as the hub for
green hydrogen,” he said. Puri
said recently the world’s first BS
6 (Stage II) Electrified Flex Fuel
vehicle prototype was launched
that encompasses both the flex
fuel engine as well as an electric
powertrain that offers higher use
of ethanol combined with bet-
ter fuel efficiencies.

Hydrogen is deemed as the
fuel for the future with immense
potential to help India meet its
decarbonization targets. The
global demand for hydrogen is
expected to increase by four to
seven times to 500-800 tonne by
2050.

Domestic demand is expec-
ted to increase by four times,
from the current 6 tonne at pre-
sent to 25-28 tonne by 2050.

Oil and gas PSUs shall pro-
duce around 1 million tonne per
annum of green hydrogen by
2030.
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RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das on Monday said the

central bank is “not comfortable”
with the gross non-performing
assets ratio of 8.7 per cent in
urban cooperative banks
(UCBs) and asked them to work
towards improving the same.

Addressing directors of
UCBs in the financial capital at
an RBI-organised conference,
Das urged that such lenders
should improve the governance
standards, avoid related-party
transactions and focus on cred-
it risks, among others.

It can be noted that the UCB
sector has been fraught with
multiple challenges and also
witnessed difficult times in the
recent past, like the implosion of
the city-headquartered Punjab
and Maharashtra Bank.

Das reminded the directors
of the UCBs that banks run on
depositors and added that pro-
tection of the hard-earned

money pooled in from the mid-
dle class, poor and retirees is far
more sacred than going to a
temple or a gurdwara. 

While the overall picture at
an aggregate level looks nice, the
situation on GNPAs and capital
adequacy is “not at all satisfac-
tory”, Das said.

He said the overall GNPAs
have improved to 8.7 per cent,
which is “not a good number. It
is not a comfortable number
even at an aggregate level”. 

Scheduled commercial
banks’ GNPAs stood at a decadal
best level of 3.9 per cent in
March 2023 and are widely esti-
mated to improve further. 

To manage the scourge of
NPAs better, Das suggested that

there should be a focus on cred-
it risk management with better
underwriting.

He said the RBI has come
across instances of conflicts of
interest or related party transac-
tions, which need to be avoid-
ed.

Similarly, there have been
instances of many of the top
defaulters being individuals or
businesses having the ability to
pay, Das said.

The top 20 defaulters
account for over 60 per cent of
the loan overdue, and focusing
on this segment can help
improve the overall NPAs, he
added.

On the capital adequacy
front, he noted that there has
been an improvement in the
ratios to 16.6 per cent at the end
of FY23 from 15.5 per cent a
year ago.

Making it clear that he
wants to share the RBI’s con-
cerns with the lenders, Das
exhorted the UCBs to focus on
the quality of governance by
paying attention to compliance,
risk management and internal
audit.
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Delhi traders’ body CTI on
Monday urged the Central

Government to ban import of
lentil (masur) from Canada,
over Ottawa’s allegations relating
to the killing of a Khalistani sep-
aratist on Canadian soil.

In a letter to Union Com-
merce Minister Piyush Goyal,
the Chamber of Trade and Ind-
ustry (CTI) said that there was
a need to exert economic pres-
sure on Canada. A growing
dispute between India and
Canada has erupted following
allegations made by Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
over the killing of Khalistani sep-
aratist Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

Chairman of CTI, Brijesh
Goyal, said that the development
has sent ripples through the
business world. Indian traders

have demanded that India
should ban import of lentils
from Canada, which is a major
supplier.

“Canada is becoming a
stronghold of Khalistanis and
their anti-India sentiment was
displayed by protests at the
Indian embassy. However,
Trudeau is making politically
motivated statements in view of
upcoming elections in Canada,”
he said. India’s annual pulse con-
sumption is estimated at around
23 lakh tonnes of which 15-16
lakh tonnes is produced domes-
tically and rest is imported from
other countries. In the last finan-
cial year, India imported 4.85
lakh tonnes of lentil from
Canada, Goyal said.

The Central government
may contact other countries for
pulses like Russia, Singapore,
and Turkey, he added.
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The number of demat
accounts rose to 12.7 crore

in August 2023, a surge of 26 per
cent on a yearly basis, primari-
ly due to attractive returns from
equity markets, and ease of
account opening process.

Also, the incremental addi-
tions of such accounts were
higher in August in comparison
to the preceding month. Further,
this was way higher than the
average 21 lakh monthly addi-
tions in fiscal year FY23, accord-
ing to an analysis by Motilal
Oswal Financial Services.

The new account additions
rose 4.1 per cent month-on-
month to 31 lakh in August
compared to 30 lakh additions
in July. Going by the data, a total
of 12.7 crore demat accounts
were registered with the two
depositories — NSDL and
CDSL— at the end of August
2023 as compared to 10.1 crore
a year earlier. The number of
demat accounts was 12.3 crore
at July-end.

Of the 12.7 crore total, 3.3

crore, and 9.35 crore demat
accounts were registered with
NSDL and CDSL, respectively at
the end of August, data from the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) showed.

Market experts said addi-
tions in dematerialized (demat)
accounts are driven by attractive
returns from equity markets
and the ease of account opening
process offered by brokers to
their clients.

Also, the increased financial
literacy and the growing popu-
larity of trading among youth
have been some other major fac-
tors contributing to the rise, they
added. The count of NSE active
clients has been increasing for
two consecutive months. The
active user clients in the indus-
try as a whole rose 2.5 per cent
month-on-month to 3.27 crore
in August.

The top five discount bro-
kers — Zerodha, Angel One,
Groww, ICICI Securities, and
IIFL Securities — accounted for
60.8 per cent of overall NSE
active clients last month, down
from 61.2 per cent in July.
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Entities belonging to the
Burman family, the promot-

er of Dabur India, on Monday
announced Rs 2,116 crore open
offer to the shareholders of
Religare Enterprises Limited
(REL) to acquire up to 26 per
cent stake in the company.

The open offer is made
with the intention to increase the
family’s stake and take control of
REL. Post offer the family’s
stake in the financial services
firm is expected to increase
from about 21 per cent at pre-
sent to 51 per cent.

MB Finmart Private Ltd
(Acquirer 1), Puran Associates
Private Ltd (Acquirer 2), VIC

Enterprises Private Ltd (Acqui-
rer 3), and Milky Investment &
Trading Company (Acquirer 4)
have announced an open offer
for acquisition of up to
90,042,541 fully paid-up equity
shares of face value of Rs 10 each
from the public shareholders of
the company representing 26 per
cent of the expanded voting
share capital of the firm, at a
price of Rs 235 per unit, REL
said in a regulatory filing.

The total consideration for
the open offer is Rs
21,159,997,135 payable in cash,
it said.

Shares of REL was trading
at Rs 256.40, down 5.89 per cent,
in the afternoon trade on the
BSE.

The completion of the open
offer is subject to receipt of statu-
tory approvals required, to be set
out in the detailed public state-
ment and the letter of offer that
are proposed to be issued in
accordance with the SEBI
(SAST) Regulations, Dabur said
in a statement.

Speaking on the develop-
ment, Anand C Burman,
Chairman Emeritus, Dabur
India Limited, said: “The pro-
posed transaction is in line with
our vision to create a leading
financial services platform that
encompasses lending, broking
and health insurance services.
We are convinced that REL is the
right platform and positioned
for sustained success.”
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The rupee declined by 20
paise to settle at 83.14

(provisional) against the US
dollar on Monday due to ris-
ing crude oil prices and a
strong American currency
against  major r ivals  
overseas.

Subdued equity markets
and withdrawal of foreign
funds also weighed on the
domestic currency, forex
traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened weak at 83.04
and traded between a high of
83.04 and a low of 83.15
against the greenback. It final-
ly settled at 83.14 (provision-
al) against the dollar, register-
ing a fall of 20 paise from the
previous close.

On Friday, the rupee
climbed 19 paise to close at
82.94 against the US dollar.
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Amazon is investing up to
USD 4 bi l l ion in

Anthropic and taking a
minority stake in the artificial
intelligence startup, the two
companies said on Monday. 

The investment under-
scores how Big Tech compa-
nies are pouring money into
AI as they race to capitalise on
the opportunities that the lat-
est generation of the technol-
ogy is set to fuel. 

Amazon and Anthropic
said the deal is part of a
broader collaboration to devel-
op so-called foundation mod-
els, which underpin the gen-
erative AI systems that have
captured global attention. 

Foundation models, also
known as large language
models, are trained on vast
pools of online information,
like blog posts, digital books,
scientific articles and pop
songs to generate text, images
and video that resemble
human work. 

Under the agreement,

Anthropic is making Amazon
its primary cloud computing
service and using the online
retail giant’s custom chips as
part of work to train and
deploy its generative AI sys-
tems. 

San Francisco-based
Anthropic was founded by
former staffers from OpenAI,
the maker of the ChatGPT AI
chatbot that made a global
splash with its ability to come
up with answers mimicking
human responses. 

Anthropic has released
its  own ChatGPT rival ,
dubbed Claude. 

The latest version, which
is available in the US and UK,
is capable of “sophisticated
dialogue and creative content
generation to complex rea-
soning and detailed instruc-
tion,” the company said.  

Amazon is scrambling to
catch up with rivals like
Microsoft, which invested
USD 1 billion in OpenAI in
2019, followed by another
multibillion-dollar investment
at the start of year.
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Realty firm Godrej
Properties Ltd on Monday

said it has sold about 670 flats
worth more than Rs 2000 crore
in its new housing project at
Noida on strong demands.

Godrej Properties pur-
chased the land through an e-
auction conducted by the
Noida Authority in November
last year.

In a regulatory filing,
Godrej Properties informed
that it has “sold 670 homes
worth over Rs 2,000 crore in its
project, Godrej Tropical Isle,
located in Sector 146, Noida.”

This is Godrej Properties’
most successful ever launch in
terms of the value and volume
of sales achieved, the compa-
ny said. The project was
launched in August.

Gaurav Pandey, the MD
and CEO of Godrej Properties
said, “Noida is an extremely
important market for Godrej
Properties and we will look to
further strengthen our pres-
ence in the years ahead.”

Godrej Properties, an arm

of business conglomerate
Godrej Industries, is one of the
leading real estate developers
in the country. It mainly focus-
es on the Delhi-NCR, Mumbai
Metropolitan Region,
Bengaluru and Pune markets
for the development of resi-
dential projects.

The company expects 14
per cent growth in sale book-
ings this fiscal year to a record
Rs 14,000 crore.

During the April-June
quarter of the 2023-24 fiscal,
Godrej Properties’ sales book-

ings declined 11 per cent to Rs
2,254 crore from Rs 2,520
crore in the year-ago period.

On financial performance,
Godrej Properties has posted
a nearly three-fold jump in
consolidated net profit at Rs
124.94 crore in the June quar-
ter as against Rs 45.55 crore in
the year-ago period.

Total income during the
first quarter of this fiscal rose
to Rs 1,265.98 crore from Rs
426.40 crore in the corre-
sponding period of the previ-
ous year.
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Investments in Indian agri-tech
startups fell by 45 per cent dur-

ing 2021-22 and 2022-23 fiscal
years, primarily due to a hike in
global interest rates and height-
ened investor caution amid ris-
ing uncertainty, reveals con-
sulting firm FSG’s new report.
Meanwhile, global agri-tech
investments declined by 10 per
cent during calendar years 2022
and 2023, it said.

Going forward, FSG expects
the funding slump to continue
into FY24 before springing back
in FY25. It expects that startups
will continue focusing on prof-
itability to tide over the next
financial year.

“Investors are likely to con-
tinue being cautious and direct
their limited funding towards
established business models,
such as follow-on funding for
companies in the mid-stream
agri-tech category,” it said.
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Alvaro Morata struck twice
for Atletico Madrid as
they inflicted rivals Real

Madrid's first defeat of the sea-
son, with a 3-1 derby triumph on
Sunday in La Liga. 

Champions Barcelona sit
top of the league as Los Blancos
lost their 100 percent record,
with Antoine Griezmann also
on target for Atletico, fifth, at
their raucous Metropolitano
stadium. 

Real Madrid are third, a
point behind Barcelona and
high-flying Girona in second
place, after they failed to match
Atletico's level of intensity in an
enthralling clash. 

Morata netted an early
header and Griezmann doubled
Atletico's lead, before Toni Kroos
pulled Madrid into the game
with a stinging drive before
half-time. 

However, Morata headed
home again at the start of the
second half and Madrid could
not find a way back against an
Atletico side bouncing back
from what coach Diego Simeone
labelled their "weakest" perfor-
mance of his long reign last
weekend. 

"It was a problem of defen-
sive fragility, which we haven't
had in the first few games," Real
Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti
told reporters. "In just over 45
minutes they put three past us,
it was not a good night ... the
team was not compact, above all
in the first half, Atletico took
advantage of that." 

Morata led the line well for
Atletico and was rewarded with
two goals, which he celebrated
wildly. 

"What I need is to feel
important and this year, maybe
I feel more important than in
other years — I hope we keep
winning because I really want to
win a title with Atletico," Morata
told DAZN. 

"I'm very happy for all the
fans, I said it the other day ... that
the fans are going to have the

most important role, and that's
how it was. 

"(We're) all together, us on
the pitch and them in the
stands." 

Ancelotti has given veteran
midfielders Luka Modric and
Kroos limited minutes this sea-
son but chose to start them both
in the team's biggest game of the
campaign to date, dropping
Aurelien Tchouameni and strik-
er Joselu. 

The Italian pushed new

arrival Jude Bellingham even
further into attack, alongside
Rodrygo, instead of in the num-
ber 10 role he has starred in since
his move from Borussia
Dortmund in the summer, scor-
ing six goals in his first six games
before the derby. 

Real Madrid were without
star forward Vinicius Junior,
who has recovered from his
hamstring injury but suffered a
stomach problem on Sunday
morning, according to Spanish

reports. "The three goals were a
photocopy," complained
Ancelotti. 

"Space opening between the
centre-backs, we were not well
positioned in the area — we
were not compact on the three
goals." 

"The important thing is that
the team got their spirit back,
because if that has been recov-
ered, it doesn't matter who the
opponent is," the Atletico's coach
Diego Simeone told DAZN.
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Paris Saint-Germain demol-
ished Marseille in Ligue 1

on Sunday with summer sign-
ing Goncalo Ramos scoring
twice in a 4-0 victory for the
reigning champions, but Kylian
Mbappe came off injured in the
first half. 

Mbappe appeared to hurt
his ankle in winning the free-
kick which saw Achraf Hakimi
put PSG ahead in the eighth
minute at the Parc des Princes. 

The France superstar was
eventually replaced just after
the half-hour mark, but the
home side went on to double
their lead before the break
through Randal Kolo Muani. 

Ramos then headed in the

home side's third goal just
after half-time and completed
the rout late on as PSG followed
up their 2-0 victory over
Borussia Dortmund in the
Champions League in mid-
week. 

The win leaves Luis
Enrique's team in fourth place
after six games, two points
behind surprise leaders Brest,
who beat Lyon 1-0 on Saturday. 

Luis Enrique suggested
after the game the injury suf-
fered by his top scorer Mbappe
was nothing serious. 

"I think it was a knock. He
tried to change the strapping on
it and continue but the pain
wouldn't go away," the coach
said. 

"I don't think it is anything

serious and I suppose he will be
back soon, but it is better not
to take risks when a player is
not 100 percent." 

The former Barcelona and
Spain boss added: "I think this
was without doubt the most
complete performance in my
time here and luckily for us it
came against our biggest rivals." 

Marseille had started the
day unbeaten and were above
PSG in the table, but they were
outclassed here at the end of a
turbulent week. 

Their coach Marcelino
Garcia Toral resigned on
Wednesday after only seven
games at the helm and follow-
ing an angry meeting between
club officials and fan represen-
tatives.
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Mauricio Pochettino admit-
ted struggling Chelsea

need to "grow up" after their
troubled season hit a new low
with a 1-0 defeat against Aston
Villa on Sunday. Pochettino's
side have won just once in six
league games under Pochettino
after Ollie Watkins' second-half
goal sealed the points for Villa
at Stamford Bridge. 

The Blues are languishing in
14th place, just four points
above the relegation zone, after
failing to score in their last
three games. Chelsea's latest
flop was sparked by young
defender Malo Gusto's dismissal
after 58 minutes for a challenge
on Lucas Digne. 

After a pitchside VAR re-
view, referee Jarred Gillett
upgraded the initial yellow card
to a red for dangerous play.
Adding to Pochettino's woes,
Chelsea striker Nicolas Jackson,
who has scored just once since
his move from Villarreal, picked

up his fifth booking for attempt-
ing to block a Villa free-kick,
earning a one-game ban. 

Pochettino refused to criti-
cise the officials and instead said
he and his players must take the
blame for Chelsea's woes. 

"It's our responsibility and
the players' responsibility. We
can't blame the VAR or the ref-
eree," Pochettino said. 

"The situation, we need to
act different, in a different way.
I'm not going to blame or say
anything against Malo Gusto. 

"Situations happen in foot-
ball and they affect the game and
the team in a negative way. 

"We need to grow up like a
team, not only in an individual
way. A player like Nico (Jackson)
that is so young, feeling the
Premier League and he's learn-
ing, he needs time." 

Despite spending over £350
million ($428 million) on new
signings since his arrival in July,
Pochettino has been unable to
improve a Chelsea side that
struggled badly last term.

	��� ���
'

Romelu Lukaku struck again
but Roma was held to a 1-1

draw at Torino and only has one
win in five league matches. 

Lukaku's goal - following a
good team move in the 68th
minute - was his third in four
matches since his move from
Chelsea. The Belgium forward
was on loan at Inter last season. 

Duván Zapata leveled for
Torino with five minutes
remaining when he headed in a
free kick. Zapata almost joined
Roma in the offseason from
Atalanta. 

Elsewhere, Rudi Garcia's
job could be at risk only a few
months into his tenure as Napoli
coach. 

Garcia took over in June
after the resignation of Luciano
Spalletti, who had just ended
Napoli's 33-year wait for the
Serie A title. 

But Napoli is now winless in
its past three league matches. 

Victor Osimhen should
have given Napoli the lead with

18 minutes remaining but he
fired a penalty wide of the right
post. The spot kick had been
awarded after Bologna mid-
fielder Riccardo Calafiori
knocked the ball away with his
wrist as he stumbled. 

Osimhen had also hit the
post early on. 

Garcia was jeered by Napoli
fans when he substituted

Khvicha Kvaratskhelia and later
Osimhen. There were also loud
jeers at the end of the match. 

Claudio Ranieri's Cagliari is
still looking for its first win back
in Serie A after it lost 2-0 at
Atalanta. 

Goals from Ademola Look-
man and Mario Pašali? secured
Atalanta its third win of the sea-
son.
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Inter Miami, without Lionel
Messi, Sergio Busquets and

Jordi Alba, battled to a 1-1
draw at Orlando City in Major
League Soccer on Sunday. 

The result leaves Miami
five points adrift of the last play-
off spot with five games of their
regular season campaign
remaining. 

Miami can win their second
trophy of the Messi era on
Wednesday when they look to
add the U.S. Open Cup to the
League Cup they won last mon-
th and with that goal in mind
head coach Gerardo Martino
took no risks with his line-up. 

As well as Messi and Alba,
both ruled out for fitness rea-
sons, Martino opted to rest
Spanish midfielder Busquets
who had been ever-present since
joining the club in July.

With homegrown young-
sters Noah Allen and David Ruiz
brought into the side, Miami
fielded a line-up similar to the
ones that had seen the team fall
to the bottom of the Eastern
Conference before Messi's
arrival. 

Orlando, second in the East
and already assured of a playoff
place, began the brighter and
could have grabbed the lead in
the 29th minute when striker
Duncan McGuire found himself
in space on the edge of the box
but his shot was well saved by
Drake Callender. 

At the other end, in-form
Ecuadorean striker Leonard
Campana went close for Miami
with a header from a corner
which Orlando keeper Pedro
Gallese got down well to. 

Miami broke through in the
52nd minute when Campana
fed Josef Martinez whose low
shot was parried out but David

Ruiz slid in the loose ball. 
Callender did well again to

keep out a curling left-footed
effort from Martin Ojeda and
then Orlando wasted another
chance when Ivan Angulo found
himself clear on goal but poked
his shot wide. 

But the home side finally got
their reward in the 66th minute
when a deflected pass fell into
the path of McGuire who drilled
a first-time shot through the legs
of Callender. 

Miami tired badly in the
final stages as they hung on for
a point. 

"They are a very competitive
team just like us and we just try
to fight through and get the get
the win," said Ruiz. 

"Sadly we didn't get the
result, but it's just another point
to give us a hope to go to play-
offs," he added. 

"Obviously we didn't have

players key players like Busi,
Jordi and Messi, but we've been
working every day hard to get a
spot on the team and I mean you
can see that in the game," he
added. After Wednesday's U.S.
Open Cup final against the
Houston Dynamo, Miami face
one of their direct rivals for the
playoffs — New York City FC. 

NYCFC moved above D.C.
United into ninth place with a 3-
0 win over Toronto FC on
Sunday in a game re-arranged
after Saturday's fixture was called
off due to a broken water main
at Red Bull Arena. 

The win was crowned by a
fine solo goal from Argentine
forward Julian Fernandez.
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USA head coach Gregg Berhalter has
held talks with midfielder Gio Reyna

and the Borussia Dortmund player could
return to the national side next month, US
Soccer sporting director Matt Crocker said
on Sunday. 

Reyna and Berhalter were embroiled
in an acrimonious bust-up during last year's
World Cup in Qatar that led to Berhalter's

future as US national team coach being
thrown into doubt. 

The dispute spread to involve Reyna's
parents and an investigation into a 1991
altercation between Berhalter and his wife,
then his girlfriend. 

Berhalter, who was cleared after the
federation's probe, was eventually re-hired
as USA coach in June. 

The coach said last month that he had
yet to talk with Reyna who was injured for

two US friendlies in September. 
But Crocker, speaking to reporters, said

the pair had now communicated. 
"Of course we've had conversations

with Gregg, Gregg has had conversations
with Gio, and we're in a place where, as
soon as Gio is fit, he'll be in the next camp
and there's a way forward," Crocker said. 

"I think both Gregg and Gio are in a
good place to move forward. That's the best
thing to say."
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Team World won a second
straight Laver Cup title on

Sunday as Ben Shelton and
Frances Tiafoe sealed a 13-2 vic-
tory over Team Europe with a 7-
6 (7/4), 7-6 (7/5) doubles win
over Hubert Hurkacz and
Andrey Rublev. 

Team World captain John
McEnroe, who had endured
four straight defeats in the event
that began in 2017 before seeing
his side rally for victory in
London last year, was thrilled to
celebrate a dominant triumph
that began with a four-match
sweep on Friday. 

"It felt unbelievable to kick
their ass, baby!" McEnroe
crowed. "They kicked ours many
times, OK. It was a battle to the
end when we won last year." 

This time around, with a
blend of youth and experience,
McEnroe said he "felt it from the
word go" against a Team Europe
side that was without fourth-
ranked Holger Rune of Den--

mark and world number five
Stefano Tsitsipas of Greece, who
both withdrew from captain
Bjorn Borg's side with injuries. 

That left sixth-ranked
Rublev and Norway's ninth-

ranked Casper Ruud as Europe's
top players. Ruud nabbed the
visitors' only points of the three-
day event with his victory over
Tommy Paul on Saturday. 

Europe was unable to build

on that win, with Tiafoe down-
ing Hurkacz in singles on
Saturday night before Felix
Auger-Aliassime and Shelton
teamed up to beat Hurkacz and
Gael Monfils in doubles and put

Team World one win away from
victory heading into the final
day. 

"We stepped up, and I
thought all the guys played
great," said McEnroe, who also
had singles wins from Ameri-
cans Shelton and Taylor Fritz,
Canada's Auger-Aliassime and
Argentina's Francisco Cerun-
dolo. Every World Team player
contributed at least a point,
with Paul gaining a win along-
side Tiafoe in doubles on Friday.

"This was like a special year
for us," McEnroe said. "I know
they're going to come back
strong, but I'll take two in a row
any day. And I'm starting to
think is it possible three in a row,
Team World?"

Auger-Aliassime, who had
two key wins on the final day as
Team World rallied for victory
last year, was thrilled to lift the
trophy in front of his home fans
in Canada.

"Amazing to win on home
soil with the crowd behind us,"
he said.
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Megan Rapinoe was a win-
ner in her farewell game

for the United States on
Sunday, setting up a goal with
a corner kick in a 2-0 triumph
over South Africa. 

The iconic 38-year-old
striker, celebrated for off-field
activism as well as glories on
the pitch, ended her epic US
career with 63 goals in 203 caps
over more than 17 years with
a 54th-minute exit at Chicago's

Soldier Field. 
"It makes me really proud

to know we've been as success-
ful on the field as we have, but
also that we've helped make the
world a little bit better of a
place," Rapinoe said after the
victory. 

Rapinoe sparked the
Americans to crowns at the
2015 and 2019 Women's
World Cups and gold at the
2012 London Olympics, but
was a champion for social
causes as well.
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Titas Sadhu must be believing
in pleasant coincidences.
Else, how could she logical-

ly explain that two of the most
defining spells in her short but
eventful career read almost eeri-
ly similar.

It was 4-0-6-2 in the ICC U-
19 World Cup final against
England and on Monday, play-
ing only her second senior inter-
national match, her figures were
4-0-6-3 against Sri Lanka. A
three-over first spell that literal-
ly ensured the gold medal for
Indian women's cricket team.

"We all had a clear plan of
what we had to do. Obviously,
we got a good momentum in the
first over itself. We had discussed
during the innings break that we
will keep calm and stick to
what we had decided," said
Titas, who hails from Hooghly
district's suburban Chinsurah,
where she had a sporty father
Ranadeep, who encouraged 
her to take up every sport pos-
sible.

Father being a decent state-
level athlete, Titas had taken the
sport like fish to water and also
at the same time making a
splash at the pool.

She got 93 percent marks in
her state class Xth board exams
but cricketing commitments
prevented her from appearing
for the plus two during the next
two years.

Cricket rather happened
accidentally as she would keep
scores for her ancestral club
Rajendra Smriti Sangha, near

Hooghly Mohsin College in
Chinsurah.

One fine morning, when
her club side fell short of a net
bowler, they called up Titas.
Since then, she has never looked
back, even dropping out of
school to pursue the sport.

The 18-year-old right-arm
medium pacer from Bengal was

delighted to win the gold for the
country in the continental show-
piece.

"It was a great opportunity
we got this time, and the fact that
we were able to grab that oppor-
tunity, I'm very glad and grate-
ful," Titas said.

On the day, the bounce
that Titas extracted off the sur-

face was there for everyone to
see and it was something that his
Bengal women's team coach
Shib Shankar Paul realised.

"I remember one of my for-
mer Bengal teammates
Priyankar Mukherjee called me
few years back. He said, 'Maco
(his nickname), there is girl I
coach, she is nearly 5 feet 9 inch
tall and is quick for a 16-year-
old. Why don't you check her
out for senior Bengal team',"
Paul recollected on the day.

"When I first saw her at the
Bengal nets, I was surprised that
she was way quicker for her age.
Had a physique that you rarely
find in a pace bowler from
Bengal, Jhulan (Goswami) obvi-
ously was an exception. She
bowled good outswing and had
good grasping power. She was a
good student and fared well in
her 10th boards. I didn't waste
time to convince erstwhile CAB
secretaries Snehasish Ganguly
and Debu Das to allow me to
take her in senior Bengal team,"
said Paul, pride in his voice pal-
pable.

So did he talk to Titas today
after the final?

"Yes, she and Richa (Ghosh)
both called up. Titas said, 'Thank
You sir for all the support'."
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Former CAB president Avishek Dalmiya and
current IPL chairman Arun Singh Dhumal

have been re-elected in the IPL governing coun-
cil as per decisions taken at the Annual General
Meeting of the BCCI held in Goa on Monday.

The general body was apprised about BCCI
earning more than 38 per cent from annual rev-
enue generated by the ICC and also Rs 67 crore
(approx) per match earning from media rights
during the next cycle of bilateral series.

"All routine decisions happened. The list of
names for the cricket committees and the sub-
committees will be prepared by the office bear-
ers as entrusted by the House. As far as IPL GC
is concerned, IPL chairman Arun Dhumal and
Avishek Dalmiya were supposed to be elected and
it happened on expected lines," a state unit rep-
resentative told PTI.

It has also been learnt that Ombudsman-cum-
Ethics Officer will continue as per his contract
which is due to expire next year.

"The Ombudsman-cum-Ethics Officer will
continue till June, 2024. He will serve his full con-
tract," the state unit source said.

The board members were also apprised
about the new budget and the profit that BCCI
made in the last financial year.

Former India left-arm spinner Pragyan Ojha
will no longer be Indian Cricketers' Association's

representative in the Apex Council.
"The ICA will have its election and then

choose their new representative."
There were talks about removal of Salil Ankola

from the national selection panel as chairman of
selectors Ajit Agarkar, who is also from Mumbai,
is already a part of the panel.

The BCCI has a convention that five selec-
tors represent five zones and this time, there are
two from West Zone.

"There has been no such discussion about this
during the AGM. If there is anything, it can only
happen after the World Cup. As of now, no selec-
tor is being changed," the source said.
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Members of the Pakistan
cricket team were on

Monday issued Indian visas for
the ODI World Cup, the
International Cricket Council
(ICC) confirmed, hours after the
PCB raised serious concerns
with the global body over the
delay in the national team's
travel to Hyderabad.

The visa clearance came
less than 48 hours before
Pakistan's scheduled travel to
India in the wee hours of
September 27. They play their
first warm-up game against
New Zealand in Hyderabad on
September 29.

"Visas have been issued to
Pakistan," an ICC spokesperson
told PTI.

However, confusion
remained in the Pakistan camp
over the grant of visa.

"We have not got the call
from Indian High Commission
yet over visa clearance. Member
of our team is stationed there,"
PCB spokesperon Umar Farooq

told PTI.
The confirmation from the

ICC came after the PCB wrote
to ICC CEO Geoff Allardice on
Monday over the visa delay
besides claiming the anxious
wait has adversely impacted the
team's preparation for the 50-
over showpiece.

Pakistan were supposed to
have a two-day team bonding
session in Dubai before their
scheduled arrival in Hyderabad
on September 27 but was can-
celled due to the uncertainty
over Indian visa.

The Babar Azam-led side
plays two warm-up games and
as many World Cup matches in

Hyderabad starting with the
practice fixture against New
Zealand.

In the letter addressed to
Allardice, the PCB also claimed
that its concerns over visa being
granted to players, team officials,
fans and journalists for the
World Cup in India have not
been addressed for more than
three years. It also added that
such inequitable treatment to
Pakistan will not be acceptable.

Reiterating those concerns,
Farooq added: "There has been
an extraordinary delays in get-
ting clearance and securing
Indian visas for the Pakistan
team for ICC World Cup.
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Pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah will be available
for the third ODI against

Australia after being given a one-
match break but all-rounder
Axar Patel will be given a few
more days to recover from his
quadricep tear ahead of the

World Cup, BCCI sources said
on Monday.

While Ravichandran Ash-
win has done decently in his two
outings, the team management
is still bullish about the fitness
of Axar, the left-arm spin bowl-
ing all-rounder. "The team man-
agement wants to give Axar full
chance of recovery. His forearm

and finger bruises have healed
but may be in another few days,
he would get fit for World Cup.
India's first match is on
September 8 and hence there is
time.

"As far as Ashwin is con-
cerned, we now know that he is
match fit and in rhythm. If Axar
can't make it, Ashwin walks in,"

a BCCI source privy to the
development told PTI on con-
ditions of anonymity.

The final squad announce-
ment is on September 27 and it
is understood that Axar still
remains the team management's
top choice for the reserve spin-
ner's slot ahead of the Tamil
Nadu veteran.

It is understood that young
batting star Shubhman Gill and
bowling all-rounder Shardul
Thakur have been given a few
days rest ahead of the third ODI
in Rajkot on Wednesday. "As per
rotation policy of the team,
Bumrah, who was given a cou-
ple of days off to freshen up is
back along with skipper Rohit
Sharma, Virat Kohli, Hardik
Pandya and Kuldeep Yadav.
Gill, who has been playing con-
tinuously gets to cool his heels
for 3-4 days along with Shardul
Thakur," the source added.

Ruturaj, Mukesh released for
Asian Games

India's Asian Games crick-
et team captain Ruturaj
Gaikwad, who played the first
two ODIs, have been released
from the squad as he will link up
with the Hangzhou-bound out-
fit. Also released is pacer
Mukesh Kumar, who came as
cover for Bumrah, who was
given a break. It is understood
that Washington Sundar is also
suppose to leave on the evening
of the game or day after.

While the Indian World
Cup-bound team won't have any
travelling net bowlers, Prasidh
Krishna, Akash Deep, Arshdeep
Singh and Mukesh Kumar will
be summoned as and when
required.
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India's Jemima Rodrigues on
Monday urged the men's team

to aim for the gold after the
women's team created history in
the final of the Asian Games.

India Women's side beat Sri
Lanka by 19 runs in the final to
clinch the gold medal here on
their maiden appearance.

Batting first, India posted
116 for seven on a difficult bat-
ting track before the Titas
Sadhu-led bowling attack
restricted Sri Lanka to 97 for
eight in 20 overs.

"We have spoken to the
men's team. We have told them
that we are bringing the gold;
you guys also bring it," an elat-
ed Rodrigues told reporters
here.

"(It) feels great. Just to win
the gold is special, and being the
first Indian cricket side to win
the gold will make people go
back in history and see that this
was the team that actually won
the first-ever gold in cricket in
the Asian Games. It's an amaz-
ing feeling," she added.

Rodrigues said it was a
proud feeling to add to India's
medals tally at the Games.

"It is a very different expe-
rience, wearing this India jersey
is a (matter of) different pride.
Also, we can add a medal to
India as a sporting nation," she
said.

Talking about the gold
medal contest on a challenging
surface, Rodrigues said the con-
test had its own challenges.

"It wasn't easy as Sri Lanka
gave us a good fight. Their
bowlers bowled spot-on, and we
really had to apply ourselves.
Very proud of the girls, and the
way we played today displays
our character," she said.

"It was an important part-
nership between me and Smriti
(Mandhana) because the Sri
Lankan bowlers were at the top
of their game.

"We are glad the way we
played and built the partnership,
along with the other girls com-
ing in and chipping in," said
Rodrigues (42), who added 73

runs with Mandhana (46) for the
second wicket in a low-scoring
contest.

Rodrigues said the team
had to adapt to different surfaces
for every match. "We honestly
did not know what to expect
when we came over here," she
said.

"We knew that we had to be
ready for any condition, and in
all three matches we had differ-
ent kinds of wickets that we had
to adapt to, which is the best part
of our team's performance,"
Rodrigues added.

"It's been a great experience
in general, the way everyone has

welcomed us in China."
"It's not been easy since the

communication has been a
problem. But, they (the organ-
isers) went out of their way to
make us feel comfortable and
make our stay easy," she added.

India coach and former
international Hrishikesh
Kanitkar too was delighted to
have added to the country's
tally.

"We rank this gold right up
there because it adds to the
country's tally of gold medals.
So, I think it's very, very impor-
tant that we directly contribute
to the country," he said.
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In a huge upset, gold medal favourites
and top seeds Rohan Bopanna and

Yuki Bhambri were knocked out of the
Asian Games after being stunned by
lower-ranked Sergey Fomin and
Khumoyun Sultanov from Uzbekistan,
here on Monday.

Bhambri struggled with his serve and
strokes in the latter part of the match
while the Uzbek players raised their game
against their superior opponents to walk
away with a 2-6 6-3 10-6 win in the sec-
ond round.

The defeat will rankle the Indian pair
all the more as Bopanna is a top-10 play-
er in the doubles and Bhambri too is
ranked among the top-100. The Uzbeks
are not even in the top-300.

Serving at 3-4, 30-all in the second
set, Bhambri served a double fault to go
down by a break point. A wide backhand
from Bhambri's racquet handed the
Uzbeks the crucial break.

Sultanov made no mistake in serv-
ing out the set by consistently putting in
his first serves.

In the super-tie breaker, the Uzbeks
raced to a 3-0 lead and soon the Indians
were down 5-1. The Uzbeks pulled off a
stunning service return winner to make

it 6-1 on Bopanna's serve.
Fomin earned four match points with

a backhand winner. The Indians saved the
first but Sultanov found a inside-out fore-
hand winner on the second to close the
contest in their favour.

Bhambri could not support Bopanna
enough

India coach Zeeshan Ali said that
Bopanna did not get the required support
from Bhambri in the match.

"At this level and being an experi-
enced player, one cannot afford to make
many errors at crucial moments of the
match. You have to be able to grab any
opportunity that presents itself," Zeeshan
told PTI.

"Not taking anything away from the
Uzbekistan players, they probably played

the best match of their lives, with noth-
ing to lose. We had chances in the sec-
ond set with a couple of break points at
3-all and, had we won that game, the out-
come of the match would have been dif-
ferent."

The Indians could not convert 12 out
of the 16 break-points they got in the
match.

"Rohan played a good match but
unfortunately did not get the required
support needed to win today from his
partner who otherwise has been having
a very good doubles season," added
Zeeshan.

Bopanna had ended his Davis Cup
career last week, playing against Morocco
in Lucknow. At 43, he is also playing his
last Asian Games. He had won gold in the
2018 edition with Divij Sharan.
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Top-seeded Alexander Zverev
will play for a 21st career title

after beating third-seeded
Grigor Dimitrov 6-3, 7-6 (2) in
the semifinals of the Chengdu
Open on Monday.

The 26-year-old German
will meet Roman Safiullin in
Tuesday's final. The 55th-ranked
Russian defeated second-seeded
Lorenzo Musetti 6-3, 6-4.

Zverev hit 10 winners and
four aces in the first set and his
serve continued to be effective
in the second set.

The 26-year-old Safiullin
will be playing in his first career
final in his eighth year on tour.

At the Zhuhai Champion-
ships, top-seeded Karen Kha-
chanov defeated fourth-seeded
Sebastian Korda 7-5, 6-4 to
move into the final in his second
tournament since returning
from injury.

Khachanov will face
Yoshihito Nishioka in Tuesday's
final. The eighth-seeded Japa-
nese player beat Aslan Karatsev

6-4, 6-4.
In a tight first set, Khacha-

nov gained the crucial break in
the 11th game when Korda
found the net with a drop shot.
The 15th-ranked Russian
improved in the second set and
dominated the baseline rallies to
overpower the 23-year-old
American.

On the first day of the
Ningbo Open, Russian wild-
card Vera Zvonareva upset
seveth-seeded Katie Boulter 6-
4, 4-6, 7-6 (3) to advance to the
second round. Zvonareva, a
two-time Grand Slam finalist,
will next play Clara Tauson, who
beat Elina Avanesyan 6-4, 6-1.

Yulia Putintseva, a semifi-
nalist last week at the Guang-
zhou Open, defeated Daria
Saville 6-4, 6-1. The Kazakh will
play seconded-seeded Petra
Kvitova, who beat Anna-Lena
Friedsam 7-6 (2), 6-1.

Fourth-seeded Anna Blin-
kova beat Viktoria Hruncakova
6-3, 7-5 and eighth-seeded Lucia
Bronzetti defeated Swiss quali-
fier Jil Teichmann 7-6 (6), 6-4.
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