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India on Tuesday asked the
UN member states not to

allow “political convenience” to
determine responses to terror-
ism, extremism and violence, in
a veiled attack on Canada amid
the diplomatic standoff over
the killing of a Khalistani sep-
aratist.

Addressing the 78th UN
General Assembly session here,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar also said respect
for territorial integrity and
non-interference in internal
affairs cannot be “exercises in
cherry picking” as he asserted
that the days when a few
nations set the agenda and
expected others to fall in line
are over.

“We must never again
allow an injustice like vaccine
apartheid to recur. Climate
action too cannot continue to
witness an evasion of historical
responsibilities. The power of
markets should not be utilised
to steer food and energy from
the needy to the wealthy.

“Nor must we countenance
that political convenience
determines responses to terror-
ism, extremism and violence.
Similarly, respect for territori-
al integrity and non-interfer-
ence in internal affairs cannot
be exercises in cherry picking,”
the Minister said, in an appar-
ent reference to the US, which
reportedly provided Canada
with intelligence after the
killing of Sikh separatist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

Jaishankar’s remarks on
the “political convenience”
appears to be directed at

Canada whose Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau recently alleged
“potential” involvement of
Indian agents in the killing of
a Khalistani extremist on his
country’s soil on June 18 in
British Columbia, a charge
angrily rejected by New Delhi
as “absurd” and “motivated”.

“They (Canadians) have
made the allegations, they have
taken action on them. To us, it
seems or it appears that these
allegations by the government
of Canada are primarily polit-
ically driven,” External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said last week.

Canada has a Sikh popula-
tion of more than 7,70,000
(about 2 per cent of its total

population) and are considered
a crucial voting bloc.

“In our deliberations, we
often advocate the promotion
of a rules-based order. From
time to time, respect for the
UN Charter is also invoked.
But for all the talk, it is still a
few nations who shape the
agenda and seek to define the
norms. This cannot go on
indefinitely. Nor will it go
unchallenged,” Jaishankar said
in his address.

He asserted that a “fair,
equitable and democratic
order” will surely emerge, “once
we all put our minds to it. And
for a start, that means ensuring
that rule makers do not subju-
gate rule takers. After all, rules

will work only when they apply
equally to all.”

“Even as we encourage col-
lective endeavours, India seeks
to promote cooperation with
diverse partners. From the era
of non-alignment, we have
now evolved to that of Vishwa
Mitra (a friend to the world).
This is reflected in our ability
and willingness to engage with
a broad range of nations,” he
said, referring to the rapid
growth of the Quad, and
expansion of the BRICS group-
ing.

“All countries pursue their
national interests. We, in India,
have never seen that as being
in contradiction with global
good. When we aspire to be a

leading power, this is not for
self-aggrandisement but to take
on greater responsibility and
make more contributions,” he
added.

Underlining that the world
is witnessing an exceptional
period of turmoil, Jaishankar
said it was with a sense of
exceptional responsibility that
India took up the Presidency of
the G20. “Our vision of ‘One
Earth, One Family, One Future’
sought to focus on the key con-
cerns of the many, not just the
narrow interests of a few,” he
said.

“In the words of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, it
was to bridge divides, disman-
tle barriers and sow seeds of
collaboration that nourish a
world, where unity prevails
over discord and where shared
destiny eclipses isolation. The
New Delhi G20 Leaders’
Declaration articulates our col-
lective ability to do so,” he said.

He said the international
order is diverse and we must
cater for divergences, if not dif-
ferences. “The days when a few
nations set the agenda and
expected others to fall in line
are over,” he added.

Jaishankar said that the
African Union’s inclusion in the
G20 was a “significant step.”

“This significant step in
reform should inspire the
United Nations, a much older
organization, to also make 
the Security Council 
contemporary. Broad 
representation is a pre-requisite
for both effectiveness and cred-
ibility,” Jaishakar told the
United Nations General
Assembly.
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The killing of Khalistani ter-
rorist Hardeep Singh Nijjar

in Canada in June, which trig-
gered a diplomatic row
between India and Ottawa,
was an outcome of internal turf
war between Khalistani groups
patronised by former Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan
and those backed by Pakistan
Army-ISI syndicate.

Canadian Foreign Minister
Melanie Joly has held dia-
logues several times with
Pakistani Army-ISI combine as
also with political leaders dur-
ing the last over four years. 

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau shares a close
relationship with Joly who has
been instrumental in shaping
his pro-Khalistan outlook and
anti-India stance.

After his divorce with his
wife in April this year,
Trudeau’s reliance on Joly has
further surged leading to his
hard-hitting outbursts against
India over the killing of Nijjar,

counter-terrorism experts
tracking the Khalistani move-
ment said. In 2018, the
Canadian intelligence agency in
a report warned the
Government over increasing
Khalistani extremism there. 

However, the Government
stopped the monitoring of the
Khalistani terror activities from
2019 onwards. The develop-
ment came in the backdrop of
increasing bonhomie between
Joly and the Pakistani politico-
military-ISI complex, they said.

“During the period,
Pakistan’s notorious spy agency
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI)
strengthened its Khalistani
agenda in Canada to the extent
that its operatives were open-
ly invited to the Gurudwara
committee meetings by the
Sikh extremists. 

“Simultaneously, the
approach of the Canadian
Government towards the
Khalistanis softened 2019
onwards,” counter-terrorism
and geopolitical analyst Dr
Rituraj Mate told The Pioneer.  

The terror groups propped
up by Pakistan in India and
elsewhere receive funding from
the Army-ISI syndicate during
dictatorial regimes in
Islamabad based on loyalty to
the Pakistani military establish-
ment. When a political party is
in power, the terror groups,
including of Khalistani hue, get
funding support from the party
in power, Dr Mate said.

During his stint as Prime
Minister of Pakistan, Imran
Khan supported the Khalistan
Tiger Force headed by Nijjar. 

However, the competition
between the terrorist groups for
funding support took an ugly
turn when the Khalistani
groups affiliated with the
Pakistan Army-ISI liquidated
Nijjar at a Gurudwara in British
Columbia on June 18 this year,
he said, adding, turf war
between the terror groups
backed by Pakistan is common
during the threshold of transi-
tion of power between the
army and democratic forces in
Islamabad. 

The relation between India
and Canada took a hit after
Trudeau stated in Parliament
there on September 18 that
Canadian intelligence agen-
cies were “pursuing credible
allegations of a potential link”
between Indian Government
agents and the killing of Nijjar.

“The red flags of increas-
ing Khalistani extremism were
apparently ignored by the
Indian agencies and papered
over by the Canadian counter-
parts. Indian decision makers
apparently ignored the meet-
ings between Khalistani ter-
rorists and ISI operatives in
Gurudwaras in Canada and 80
per cent of online Khalistani
propaganda was being ped-
dled by Pakistani Muslims.

“Indian decision makers
in Delhi also did not take cog-
nisance of the love-jehad style
of ISI campaign for luring
Sikh youth for radicalising
them for the so-called
Khalistani cause by honey-
trapping them,” another ana-
lyst said.
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India’s dressage team can-
tered to its first ever Asian

Games gold and only second
medal in this discipline in the
history of the sport with the
quartet of Sudipti Hajela,
Divyakriti Singh, Vipul Hriday
Chheda and Anush Agarwalla
living up to expectations, here
on Tuesday.

The Indian quartet was
performing well in the selection
trials as their scores either
matched or were better than
the Asian Games medal win-
ners from the previous editions.

It was more about the
colour of medal they would
win and they grabbed the top
place on the podium by aggre-
gating 209.205 percentage
points, leaving behind China
(204.882 per cent) and Hong
Kong (204.852 per cent).

The last time the sport of
equestrian contributed to
India’s Asian Games tally was
in 1986 when the country won
a dressage bronze.

In the 1982 edition in New
Delhi, the Indian team had
grabbed three gold medals in
Eventing and Tent Pegging
competitions.

Raghubir Singh had won a
gold in individual Eventing in
1982 and then added another
yellow metal in Team Eventing
alongside Ghulam Mohammed
Khan, Bishal Singh and Milkha
Singh.

Rupinder Singh Brar won
the third gold medal in individ-
ual Tent Pegging.

In dressage, the horse and
rider are judged on how they
perform a series of move-
ments. Each movement is

marked out of 10 (from 0 to
10). 

Each rider gets an overall
score and from there, a per-
centage is worked out. The
rider with the highest per-
centage is the winner of his
class. 

Top three scorers in a team
are counted to determine the
winner.

It was a long and difficult
journey for the Indian team
which has an interesting mix-
ture of riders. All of them left
home at a young age and have
been training in Europe sepa-
rately for the last few years away
from their family.

They took part in the Asian
Games selection trials organ-
ised in Europe by the
Equestrian Federation of India. 

Their horses were quaran-
tined in Aachen in Germany
for seven days under strict
rules before they were brought
to China on September 21.

“It is unbelievable to win a
gold here. It is not an easy jour-
ney for any of us. All of us have
gone to Europe at a young age,”
said the 21-year-old Sudipti, the
youngest of the quartet.

“We have worked hard for
many years away from our
families. We have made a lot of
sacrifices,” said Sudipti, who

hails from Indore. 
“All of us stuck together,

shouting and supporting each
other. I was the last to go in the
competition and after a few rid-
ers after me, finally we realised
that Team India has won a gold.
That was a very emotional
moment,” said the 23-year-old
Anush, who left his home in
Kolkata in 2017 to train in
Europe.

“The national anthem was
playing and the national flag
was flying, there was no better
feeling than that. It was all we
had worked for and we realised
our dream. The first gold
medal for India in dressage,”
said Anush. For Divyakriti,
who is hailing from Jaipur, the
achievement was also due to
their horses. 

“A big shout out to our
horses also. We are nothing
without them,” she said.

“It has been a long journey
and not an easy one. None of
us thought it (to win gold) but
we gave our hundred per cent
and we did it,” she added. 

Sudipti currently trains at
Pamfou in France. She began
horse riding at the age of six
as a hobby but later took it
seriously as a sport on the
insistence of her father. The
name of her horse is Chinski.

Divyakriti took to horse
riding when she was in the
seventh grade at the famous
Mayo College Girls School in
Ajmer. 

She was the equestrian
captain of her school. She did
her graduation in Delhi’s Jesus
and Mary College. In 2020, she
moved to Europe for training
as equestrian infrastructure
is not the best in India. 

��� � ������
��

Waheeda Rehman, who
made her debut 68 years

ago and went on to act in cult
classics such as “Pyaasa” and
“Guide”, was on Tuesday named
recipient of the Dadasaheb
Phalke Award, the government’s
highest recognition in the field
of cinema.

“I am doubly happy because
it is Dev Anand’s birthday. I
think ‘taufa unko milna tha,
mujhe mil gaya’,” Rehman told
PTI on the birth centenary of her
frequent collaborator.

Union Minister for
Information and Broadcasting
Anurag Thakur made the
announcement on X.

“I feel an immense sense of
happiness and honour in
announcing that Waheeda
Rehman ji is being bestowed
with the prestigious Dadasaheb
Phalke Lifetime Achievement
Award this year for her stellar
contribution to Indian Cinema,”
Thakur wrote on the microblog-
ging site.

The award for the year 2021
will be presented during the
69th National Film awards cer-
emony.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi congratulated the veteran
actor on being named for the
honour.

“Delighted that Waheeda
Rehman ji has been honored
with the Dadasaheb Phalke
Lifetime Achievement Award.
Her journey in Indian cinema
has left an indelible mark. A bea-
con of talent, dedication and
grace, she embodies the best of
our cinematic heritage.
Congratulations to her,” the
prime minister said on X.

The five-member jury com-
prised Rehman’s close friend
and last year’s Dadasaheb award
winner Asha Parekh, actors
Chiranjeevi, Paresh Rawal and
Prosenjit Chatterjee as well as
filmmaker Shekhar Kapur.

Regarded as one of the finest
actors of the country, Rehman,
also an accomplished
Bharatanatyam dancer, made
her debut in Hindi cinema with
Guru Dutt’s “CID” opposite Dev
Anand. 

After that dazzling begin-
ning came a string of arthouse
and mainstream films, the actor
comfortably straddling the twin
worlds of “Kaagaz ke Phool” and
“Ram aur Shyam”. 

The remarkable career span-
ning more than six decades and
90 films in different languages
saw her segue from black and
white to colour, and from lead
roles to character cameos. 

Some of her most memo-
rable performances were with
Guru Dutt — “Pyaasa”, “Kaagaz
Ke Phool”, “Sahib Bibi aur
Ghulam” and “Chaudhvin Ka
Chand”. With Dev Anand came
the much loved “Guide” and
“Prem Pujari”. The filmography
includes “Khamoshi”, “Kabhi
Kabhie”, “Reshma Aur Shera”,
which got her the National
Award, and “Trishul”. 

Remembering Dev Anand,
Rehman, who has earlier won
the Padma Shri and the Padma
Bhushan, said it is a double cel-
ebration. 

“It is very wonderful that his
celebration is going on and I get
this honour. I am really happy
and grateful to the government
that they chose me for this hon-
our. So, it is a combination and
celebration of this and Dev
sahab’s 100th birth anniversary,”
she added. 

Born in Chennai, Rehman
made her acting debut with the
1955 Telugu films “Rojulu

Maraayi” and “Jayasimha”. 
“At a time when the historic

Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam
has been passed by Parliament,
her being awarded with this
lifetime achievement award is a
fitting tribute to one of the lead-
ing ladies of Indian Cinema and
one who has dedicated her life
after films to philanthropy and
the greater good of society. I con-
gratulate her and humbly pay my
regards to her rich body of work
that is an intrinsic part of our
film history,” Thakur said in his
post on X. 

Rehman, who now lives in
Bengaluru, has become selective
in her film choices. In the 1990s
and 2000s, she starred in char-
acter roles in “Lamhe”,
“Chandni” “Rang De Basanti”
and “Delhi-6”.

Rehman is also associated
with bringing to life some of
Hindi films most popular songs
— “Kahin pe nigahen, kahin pe
nishana” (“CID”), “Aaj phir jeena
ki tamanna hai” and “Piya tose
naina lage re” (“Guide”), “Luka
chhuppi” (“Rang De Basanti”
and “Genda phool” (“Delhi-6”).

Her most recent film appear-
ance was in 2021’s “Skater Girl”,
a coming-of-age sports drama. 

Born in Chennai to a
Deccani Muslim family,
Waheeda never aspired to be an
actor but knew she wanted to
make people “laugh and cry”. 

She wanted to be a doctor
but ended up on the silver screen
instead, an actor who began
with Telugu cinema and went on
to rule the Hindi film industry,
slipping in and out of arthouse
and mainstream cinema and
staying relevant as movies
evolved from black-and-white to
colour.

“I wanted to become a doc-
tor, because in those days for
Muslim families medicine was
the only respectable profession,”
the actor recalled in a Tweak
India interview two years ago.

Art, culture and dance inter-
ested her since she was a child.
And with the support of her
father, an IAS officer, she was
able to pursue her dream of
learning Bharatanatyam and
then making a career in the
movies.

“I used to make faces look-
ing in the mirror. When my
father asked why do I do this, I
said ‘I want to make people laugh
and cry’,” she said in the inter-
view.

���������

���
����	�

�������	��

�
����
����������WAHEEDA HONOURED WITH DADASAHEB

��������	
��

������
���������������������
��



��
���	���
������
������
������������������
����
�������������������
�����

��������� ������
�������
���!�
��������
�
����"#������
��$
�������	
��%�����������
����!����
�� &!'

�(����

����
����)����������*�
��
��
��+
���
��
��
�������������,-������������������.������/
������$����

������*
����
!����
�� &!'

���������������� �������� ��!"#����$��������		� �!����"


�%��&�%� ������ ����� '((
)	����*�����+���,%������	$$��������

�*���-��#�.��!��
��
����
�&/�
� 0�
�	
��0��0	����	1

1	�&���1	���1 &�	����	1���
���1	��� �2��1	0	��3�4	2�	�	

����������������
����������	
�����
����������������
�������������������������������

 �
�� !�"�#� ��	 �$�	����%&���'�"�'(')*���
�	��'��'

�
#$��� %

��/
1�	��	1	�����1

��5
��	�
��

$&���$��'
����	����	&��������12
	��������.
�&��
���
���

���������	�
���
��
�

#$��� (
&���	�1�.�����&

��1	��
������

�	/���	������1�&��&

��-%�+��! ��!"#����$������"

��������	
�
���
�	����
���
����
��


��
��


�������	����
�



DEHRADUN | WEDNESDAY | SEPTEMBER 27, 2023 uttarakhand 02

Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any
damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication or not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Delhi/New Delhi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding
to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group’s will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements.

Printed and published by Ajit Sinha for and on behalf of CMYK Printech Ltd., published at Unigate General Media Pvt Ltd # 162, Old Nehru Colony Opp Uttarakhand Jal Sansthan Dharampur, Dehradun-248001 Ph: 0135-2673111, Mob 9045057787  and printed at Amar Ujala Limited, Plot No-H-1 to H-6, Selaqui Industrial Area, Dehradun, Uttarakhand, Editor in chief Shobori
Ganguli. AIR SURCHARGE of Re. 1.00 East: Calcutta, Ranchi, Bhubaneswar, North: Leh: West: Mumbai & Ahmedabad South: Bangalore & Chennai. Central : Khajuraho, Delhi Office: 100k Milap Bhawan, 8/A Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110 002, Phone: 011-40110455, Communication Office: F-31, Sector 6, NOIDA, Gautam Budh Nagar-201301, U.P. Phone: 0120-
4879900, Lucknow Office: 4th Floor, Sahara Shopping Centre, Faizabad Road, Lucknow-226 016. Telephones: 0522-2346443-45

MCD imposes Rs five lakh penalty on man for illegal disposal of garbage

The Municipal Corporation of Dehradun
(MCD) on Tuesday imposed a penalty of

Rs five lakh on a Dalanwala resident after he
purportedly disposed of about 30 tonnes of
green waste and other materials improperly.
The sanitation team also found dengue-
causing mosquito larvae in the garbage. This
is the highest amount of penalty imposed by
MCD so far under its anti-dengue drive, said
the Dehradun chief municipal health officer
Dr Avinash Khanna. 

He said the municipal commissioner
Manuj Goyal received information that a
local had thrown a large quantity of garbage
and unused items outside his house at Mo-
hini Road in Dalanwala. Taking cognisance
of the complaint, a team went to the location
under the supervision of Khanna as per the
order of the municipal commissioner. The
team found that green waste was stinking

and water had accumulated in the unused
materials disposed of along the road.
Khanna said that the team also found traces
of larvae of dengue causing mosquitoes in
the garbage. 

These are serious violations under the
Solid Waste Management (SWM) Rules.
“Upon inquiring, we found that the garbage
was dumped there by a local resident iden-
tified as MS Gambhir. Considering that im-
proper disposal of garbage in a public place
made it a breeding ground for mosquitoes
besides the dumping of about 30 tonnes of
green waste, the corporation imposed a fine
of Rs five lakh on Gambhir,” said Khanna.
He said that the offender has been asked to
deposit challan in the corporation within
the stipulated time or else, it will recover the
penalty via recovery challan (RC) with the
help of the authorities concerned. 

He said that the said waste was picked up
from the spot and disposed of as per the
rules. He said that the corporation is consis-
tently appealing to the locals to take preven-
tive measures against dengue but many still
fail to follow the basic
guidelines. The corporation
has been consistently run-
ning massive drives against
dengue and as a result,
teams have penalised over
350 establishments in a
month and recovered a
penalty amounting to over
Rs 11 lakh. If people will
stay ignorant during the
present vulnerable times
and continue to contribute
to the spread of dengue
across the city, Khanna
added that MCD will con-

tinue to take strict action against them. He
also urged people to complain to MCD if
they find similar violations in their respec-
tive areas. 

Almost all the dealers selling electric two-
wheeler vehicles in Dehradun are not giving

first time buyers a free helmet which is manda-
tory as per Central Motor Vehicles Rules,
claimed the president of city bus union and RTI
activist Vijay Vardhan Dandriyal. He said that
he has talked to some dealers and e-vehicle
showroom owners who clearly stated that they
do not give free helmets with the purchase of ve-
hicles. “This is clearly a blatant violation of the
rule and nobody is paying any attention to it.
Many people are not probably aware that the
sellers are bound to give helmets to the first time
buyers as per the rules,” said Dandriyal. He said
that Rule 138(4) (f) of the Central Motor Vehi-
cles Rules, 1989 prescribes that at the time of
purchase of a two-wheeler, the manufacturer
shall supply a protective headgear conforming
to the specifications prescribed by the Bureau of
Indian Standards under the Bureau of Indian
Standards Act, 1986. He also claimed that as per
the Central Motor Vehicle Rules, the Regional
Transport Office (RTO) has to ensure compli-
ance with the free helmet norm and not register
new vehicles without verification. However, au-
thorities do not seem to care about Dehradun,
he said. He said that as per the data of the de-
partment concerned, several people riding two-
wheelers die every year because they fail to wear
helmets. He said that many such lives could have
been saved if the authorities concerned had en-
sured compliance with the free helmet norm at
the time of vehicle registration itself. “We appeal
to the RTO of Dehradun to ensure all dealers of
two-wheeler vehicles provide free helmets to
customers as per the norm or take strict action
against the violators,” added Dandriyal.

Electric two-wheeler
dealers not providing
free helmets as per
norms: Dandriyal

74 cases reported on
Tuesday, State now has
308 active dengue cases
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With the spread of dengue
continuing across the

State, 74 cases of the vector-
borne disease were reported
on Tuesday. The total number
of active dengue cases in the
State is now 308. According to
information from the Health
department, the cumulative
number of dengue cases this
season is 2,402 out of which
2,079 patients have recovered
from the disease. Out of the 74
cases reported on Tuesday, 32
are from Pauri district, 13
each from Dehradun and
Haridwar district, 10 from
Nainital district, three from
Champawat district, two from
Udham Singh Nagar district
and one from Chamoli dis-
trict. The cumulative number

of dengue cases is highest in
Dehradun district with 915
cases followed by 489 in Pauri,
408 in Haridwar, 377 in Naini-
tal, 71 in Udham Singh Nagar,
50 in Chamoli, 42 in Cham-
pawat, 17 in Tehri, 14 in
Rudraprayag, 10 in Bageshwar
and nine in Almora. No cases
of the disease have been re-
ported so far in Uttarkashi
and Pithoragarh districts. Ac-
cording to the Health depart-
ment a total of 15 persons
have died from dengue in the
State so far out of which 13
deaths have
occurred in
D e h r a d u n
district and
two in
Nainital.



DEHRADUN | WEDNESDAY | SEPTEMBER 27, 2023 uttarakhand 03

Stating that many people claim ownership of encroached land by showing documents of water
and electricity connections, the Municipal Corporation of Dehradun (MCD) has appealed to

the respective departments to thoroughly analyse all documents before providing new connec-
tions. The Dehradun municipal commissioner Manuj Goyal said that such issues are mostly found
in slum areas where people claim their ownership of the encroached land on the basis of the water
and electricity connections provided by Jal Sansthan and Uttarakhand Power Corporation Limited
(UPCL). Though the land section of the corporation regularly acts against encroachments in the
city, other departments concerned should also take measures to ensure they are not providing
their services to people living on encroached land, said the commissioner. He said that he has ap-
pealed to the officials of Jal Sansthan and UPCL to consider these recommendations to prevent
encroachments on government land in the city.

PNS     DEHRADUN

CM woos industrial houses
for investing in U’khand

In a major success on
the first day of the

chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami's five-
day visit to Britain, the
Uttarakhand govern-
ment entered into a Rs
2,000 crore Memoran-
dum of Understanding
( MoU) with the
French manufacturing
giant Poma Group in
London on Tuesday. 

The MoU was
signed by the secre-
tary, industries, Vinay
Shankar Pandey, on
behalf of the govern-
ment of Uttarakhand.
Speaking on the occa-
sion Dhami said that
keeping in mind the
geographical condi-
tions of the state, there
is immense potential for in-
vestment in the field of eco-
friendly tourism in
Uttarakhand. He said that
Poma Group is a leading
group in the field of rope-
way construction in the
world and it has experience
of working in the State.  

On Tuesday Dhami par-
ticipated in a meeting or-
ganised in London for the
global investors summit to
be held in Dehradun in De-
cember this year. In the
meeting Dhami met many
leading industrial houses of
London and held detailed
discussions about possibili-
ties of investment in Ut-
tarakhand. The CM also
extended an invitation to all
the investors for investors
summit.

Dhami said that the focus
of the state government is
on ecology and economy,
along with tourism. He said
that the state government is
looking for different ways of

investment in which there is
a balance between develop-
ment and environment. Ad-
dressing the investors in
London, Dhami said that
London is a major centre of
the service sector. He said
that being a mountainous
State the agriculture sce-
nario in Uttarakhand is dif-
ferent from other states.  He
said that almost the entire

production of the State is or-
ganic and with the help of
the summit, the organic
products of the State can be
delivered to foreign coun-
tries more effectively. The
CM said that the govern-
ment’s aim is that global in-
vestors should come to
Uttarakhand, so that the in-
dustrial activities here can
gain more momentum.

Dhami receives rousing
welcome in London

Chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami was ac-

corded a rousing reception by
the natives of Uttarakhand on
his arrival in London on Mon-
day. A cultural programme
was organised to welcome
him in which presentations
were given on Garhwali, Ku-
maoni and Jaunsari folk
songs. The Uttarakhand dias-
pora was present wearing tra-
ditional clothes on the
occasion. Speaking on the oc-

casion, Dhami expressed grat-
itude to the natives of
Uttarakhand residing in Lon-
don for the welcome given to
him and said that it is his ho-
nour to come to London to at-
tend a meetings related to

investors summit to be held in
Dehradun.  Visibly moved by
the presence of a large number
of people in the programme
he said that it appears a small
UK (Uttarakhand) resides in
the United Kingdom (UK).

He said that apart from
being devbhommi, Uttarak-
hand is the land of Yoga and
spirituality. Dhami said that
we should feel proud for hav-
ing roots in Uttarakhand. The

CM appealed the non resident
Uttarakhandis to visit their
native place at least once in a
year. Dhami said that the pres-
tige and honour of India has
increased under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi and the idea of ‘Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ is
taking shape in the foreign
destinations as well. He said
that today India is surging
ahead in the direction of be-
coming a Vishwa Guru (world
leader) and the recent success
of Chandrayaan III and safe
landing on moon are its exam-
ples. 

Dhami is on a five-day offi-
cial visit to Britain to interact
with the business fraternity
there for the global investors’
summit to be held in
Dehradun in December this
year. The CM is leading a del-
egation which will meet the
representatives of top indus-
trial houses of the world and
extend them an invitation to
attend the investors’ summit.
Apart from London the dele-
gation will also visit Birming-
ham.  It will hold meetings
with the representatives of dif-
ferent industrial houses and
will hold road shows in
Britain.

The secretary to CM, R
Meenakshi Sundaram, secre-
tary Vinay Shankar Pandey,
director general of industry
Rohit Meena, resident com-
missioner Ajay Mishra and
others were present on the oc-
casion.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) will gherao the

office of the director general
of Health against the de-
partment's failure to curb
dengue in the State, said the
senior party leaders in a
Press conference here on
Tuesday. 

The party leader Uma
Sisodia said that due to the
failure of authorities like the
State government, Health
department and municipal
corporations, locals are suf-

fering and are forced to
make numerous visits to
hospitals and blood banks. 

She claimed
that despite the
outbreak of
dengue in
Dehradun for the
past several weeks,
no concrete steps
are being taken by
the Municipal
Corporation of
Dehradun (MCD)
and Dehradun
mayor Sunil
Uniyal 'Gama'
against the dis-
ease. She alleged
that dengue and a

kind of mysterious fever
have been spreading across
the State but no cognisance
is being taken by the Health
department and other au-
thorities concerned. 

She said that the AAP
leaders will meet the Health
DG on Wednesday to give
him a memorandum regard-
ing the dengue menace in
the State. Besides this, they
will also try to meet the gov-
ernor lieutenant general
(retd) Gurmit Singh soon

with their issues regarding
the dengue outbreak, added
Sisodia.

PNS     DEHRADUN

AAP to gherao
health DG for
dengue menace 
PNS     DEHRADUN
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Ensure people on encroached land do not get
connections: MCD to UPCL & Jal Sansthan

Rs 2,000 crore MoU inked with Poma Group of France

MoU with Poma to boost
ropeway infra in U’khand
PNS     DEHRADUN

The Rs 2,000 crore MoU
with the Poma Group is

the biggest MoU any for-
eign multinational com-
pany has entered with the
Uttarakhand government.
The project is expected to
give a boost to ropeway in-
frastructure in the State.
The company has ex-
pressed its desire to invest
in providing technical sup-
port for ropeways and es-

tablishing a centre of excel-
lence in many religious and
tourist places of the State
including Haridwar. The
Poma Group has worked in
the construction of the
Auli ropeway in the
Chamoli district. The com-
pany is also providing tech-
nical support in
D e h r a d u n - Mu s s o o r i e
ropeway and Yamunotri
ropeway projects.
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Geological report on Joshimath
satisfactory, lesson for those
blaming major projects: BJP

Expressing satisfaction at the geological re-
port on Joshimath affected by land subsi-

dence, the Bharatiya Janata Party has assured
that disaster management plans for the area
will be finalised soon based on the report and
under central monitoring. Reiterating its com-
mitment to a safe and prosperous Joshimath,
the BJP said that the report is also a slap on the
faces of political parties blaming projects re-
lated to national security for the Joshimath
subsidence without any facts. The BJP State
president Mahendra Bhatt said that the collec-
tive report of different Central
and State expert agencies on
Joshimath was awaited while in
the meantime the State govern-
ment relief works were executed
and compensation was provided
to the affected people in the area.
Now that the report has been re-
ceived by the State government,
the main reasons for the subsi-
dence have been ascertained to be
the carrying capacity of the city
and sewer and other water seep-
ing into the ground. During the
time of the disaster itself the chief
minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
had directed that the carrying ca-
pacity of all the cities in the State
should be ascertained. The report
received by the State government
will be studied in detail and then
sent to the Central government
for necessary directions. Consid-
ering all the findings stated in the
report, the plan for disaster man-
agement in the affected area will
be given final shape, said Bhatt. 

He said that this report is also a
slap on the faces of the political
parties which were trying to get
national importance projects
closed using the disaster as a pre-
text. “All know how important the
all-weather road project and
Rishikesh-Karnprayag rail project
are for the security of our borders.
The power projects under con-
struction in the region are being
built to power lakhs of homes not
only in the State but also in the
nation. However, the Congress

and communist organisations are so bent upon
opposing the BJP that they will not hesitate to
shut down such projects of national impor-
tance. Such political parties directly or indi-
rectly spread confusion to get such projects
closed down and also agitated without any sci-
entific facts following the Joshimath disaster.
The local patriotic public understood their in-
tentions and did not support them. The anar-
chic elements have been exposed now by the
scientific report,” said the BJP State president. 

Following the direction of  the Education department and State Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (SCPCR), Sun Valley school has commenced enrolling students in adherence

to the Right to Education (RTE) Act. Member of SCPCR, Vinod Kaparwan informed that the
Education department promptly initiated the admission process for these 25 children at Sun Val-
ley, in accordance with the commission's strict instructions. The parents of these children ex-
pressed their gratitude to the commission by means of a letter, acknowledging the response of
the authorities. The parents conveyed to the commission that as a result of its intervention, chil-
dren from the general community are now receiving quality education, he added. Commenting
on the matter, Kaparwan said, “The said school  refused to enroll students under the RTE Act,
claiming that it falls under the minority category. However, following strict instructions from
the Education department and SCPCR, the school has now started admitting students under the
RTE Act."  He further added that the commission will soon assess whether the RTE rights are
being properly upheld in all schools within the state. The commission is committed to ensuring
an equitable education system and integrating underprivileged and academically gifted students
into the mainstream of society. The objective of the commission is to ensure that even the most
disadvantaged child can benefit from the current education policy under RTE, he added.  

Sun Valley school starts enrolling
students under RTE: SCPCR
PNS     DEHRADUN
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State Govt releases Rs 450 crore
for making roads pothole-free

The State government
has released a sum of

Rs 450 crore for repairing
the damaged roads in the
State. The government has
directed the Public Works
Department (PWD) to
make the roads of the State
free of potholes before De-
cember this year. The
Pushkar Singh Dhami gov-
ernment is planning to

hold a global investors
summit in Dehradun in
December this year. 

The additional chief sec-
retary (ACS) Radha Raturi
said that a sum of Rs 450
crore has been released for
patchworks of roads in the
State. The ACS has given a
deadline of two months (
from October 1 to Novem-
ber 30) to the district mag-
istrates of Garhwal
division to undertake an
intensive campaign to
make the roads free of pot-
holes. Raturi chaired a re-
view meeting with the
DMs of Garhwal division
at the secretariat on Tues-
day. She said that a provi-
sion of Rs 300 crore has
been made for road safety
this year and exercise at
State administration level

for installing crash barri-
ers in the mountainous
areas of the State has been
done. Raturi directed the
DMs to send proposals in
this regard to the State ad-
ministration. She directed
the Health department to
set up a help desk at All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS)
Rishikesh for the patients

coming from the moun-
tainous areas of the State.
The desk will also help in
making Ayushman cards
of such patients. 

In the meeting the ACS
directed the officers  to
improve medical, health,
drinking water, roads and
education facilities better
in the districts of Garhwal
division.

Raturi said that in view
of increasing cases of
dengue the DMs should
set up dengue control
rooms in their respective
districts and focus on
awareness and sanitation
campaigns to combat the
disease. She directed the
DMs and chief medical of-
ficers to improve facilities
in the hospitals. The ACS
also directed the DMs to

ensure active participation
of district administration
in the PMGSY scheme and
its regular monitoring.
Raturi ordered that the
best practices in waste
management should be
adopted in the districts of
Garhwal division espe-
cially on the Char Dham
Yatra route. On  a stern
note, she said that a pro-

posal for
construction
of a bridge in
the area
where use of
t e m p o r a r y
trolleys is
being done.
Raturi asked
the DMs to
e a r m a r k
p a r k i n g
spots at the
t o u r i s t
places and
char dham
Yatra route
and send the
proposals to

the State administration. 

The meeting was at-

tended by secretary Rad-
hika Jha, director general
of information Bansidhar
Tiwari, additional secre-
tary Amandeep Kaur, Vi-
neet Kumar and others.
The DMs of Garhwal divi-
sion attended the meeting
virtually.

PNS     DEHRADUN



In a significant revelation
during the 78th Session of
the United Nations

General Assembly, the World
Health Organization (WHO)
presented its inaugural report
on the worldwide impact of
high blood pressure, deliver-
ing a poignant message –
nearly 80% of individuals
suffering from hypertension
are not receiving adequate
treatment. This revelation,
however, comes with a ray of
hope. If countries can expand
their healthcare coverage, an
estimated 76 million lives
could be saved between 2023
and 2050. In India alone,
taking proactive measures to
control blood pressure among
half of its hypertensive pop-
ulation could prevent at least
4.6 million deaths by 2040. It
is bewildering that pre-
ventable deaths persist due to
untreated hypertension
despite advancements in
healthcare and infrastruc-
ture. The number of people
living with hypertension has
doubled from 650 million in
1990 to 1.3 billion in 2019
globally.

In India, a staggering
188.3 million people, consti-
tuting 31% of the population,
grapple with this condition.

Hypertension, also known as
high blood pressure, is
marked by elevated blood
pressure in the arteries, typ-
ically diagnosed when read-
ings consistently reach or
exceed 140/90 mm Hg. A
misconception persists, par-
ticularly in socioeconomical-
ly disadvantaged societies,
that hypertension is an ail-
ment reserved for the afflu-
ent. However, WHO's report
dispels this myth, revealing
that over three-quarters of
adults with hypertension live
in low and middle-income
countries.

Paradoxically, diagnosis
and treatment rates are
abysmally low in these
regions, leading to a high
mortality rate. While age is an
uncontrollable risk factor,
various modifiable factors,
such as a high-salt diet, phys-
ical inactivity, tobacco use and

excessive alcohol consump-
tion contribute to hyperten-
sion. Tobacco usage triggers
28% of cases in India, while
physical inactivity accounts
for 34%. Efforts to combat
this pressing issue have been
made, but much more needs
to be done. The India
Hypertension Control
Initiative (IHCI) launched by
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare aims to tack-
le this growing problem.
WHO acknowledges that
IHCI made significant strides
in ensuring healthcare facili-
ties had adequate protocol
medicines and minimal
stock-outs by 2020. WHO
underscores the importance
of prevention, early detection
and effective management of
hypertension as the most
cost-effective healthcare inter-
ventions. 

Lifestyle adjustments like
physical activity, proper sleep
and reduced exposure to pol-
lution can aid in prevention.
Regular check-ups are crucial
for early detection and the
report emphasizes five com-
ponents for effective hyper-
tension care: protocols, med-
ication and equipment supply,
patient-centered services,
team-based care and informa-

tion systems. WHO Director-
General, Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, points out that
"Hypertension can be con-
trolled effectively with simple,
low-cost medication regi-
mens and yet only about one
in five people with hyperten-
sion have controlled it." 

This state of affairs must
change for a safer and
healthier future. The revela-
tion that hypertension, a
highly manageable condi-
tion, continues to claim mil-
lions of lives worldwide in an
era of medical advancements
and improved healthcare
access is astonishing and
disheartening. 

WHO's report serves as
a clarion call to govern-
ments, healthcare providers
and individuals alike. One of
the key takeaways from the
report is the need for greater
awareness. Public health
campaigns and educational
programs must be intensi-
fied to reach every stratum
of society. People must
understand that hyperten-
sion affects individuals from
all backgrounds and its con-
sequences can be dire.

(The writer is a
researcher. The views

expressed are personal)
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make a tourist place much sought after
one.  Needless to say, the role of local pop-
ulation has a far reaching impact in mak-
ing this a reality.   Some exquisite tourist
centres centres are a far cry from what
they were earlier.  

Since it takes two to tango, the trav-
ellers have a huge task of keeping the
attractions noise free and hygienic.
Preventing the centres from deteriorating
to mere structures, maintaining the live-
liness of the places and ensuring no tourist
is harassed  are critical to preserve the
name and fame of a place.   

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola
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Sir — Delivering justice to the common
people is a fundamental pillar of a demo-
cratic system. It is a right that citizens must
have access to. However, we currently face
a concerning situation in our country. The
number of pending court cases has dou-
bled in the last five years, with more than
five crore cases awaiting resolution. This
means that, on average, one case is pend-
ing for every three and a half people. Uttar
Pradesh alone has over one crore pend-

ing cases.
The backlog is exacerbated by the fact

that one-third of the judge positions in the
country remain vacant. This shortage of
judges, along with inadequate staff and
resources, contributes to delays, especial-
ly in criminal cases. Uttar Pradesh, for
instance, has nearly 98 lakh pending crim-
inal cases. Maharashtra follows with 51
lakh pending cases.

Interestingly, the central govern-
ment allocated over 54 crore rupees in
the fiscal year 2022-2023 to handle these
cases. Paradoxically, there are 61 lakh
57 thousand cases in court due to a lack
of lawyers. Moreover, in many cases,
plaintiffs and defendants fail to appear,
accounting for 8 lakh 82 thousand
such instances. Reducing the backlog of
cases demands serious attention and
action from the government. It is essen-
tial to ensure that the people receive
timely justice.

Shantaram Wagh | Pune
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Sir — The game of cricket is a team sport
where performance is the key. The
Indian women's cricket team secured a
victory over Sri Lanka women by a mar-
gin of 19 runs, clinching the gold medal
at the 2023 Asian Games. This marks
India's second gold in Hangzhou.
Rajeshwari Gayakwad bowled the final
over, conceding only five runs while tak-
ing a crucial wicket. The Asian Games
2023 has proven to be a successful plat-
form for the Indian cricket team. This vic-
tory represents India's second gold medal
at the 2023 Asian Games. Harmanpreet
Kaur, as the toss-winning captain, chose
to bat first in the final. Opener Shefali
Verma was the first to depart, with
Sougandika Kumari claiming her wick-
et. Subsequently, Smriti Mandhana and
Jemimah Rodrigues built a vital 73-run
partnership to steer India back into
contention. Winning is indeed a habit,
and the women's team executed it splen-
didly. Congratulations to Team India.

Jayanthi CK Maniam | Chennai
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Sir — Tourism is known to provide a mas-
sive boost to a nation's economy.
Responsibility on the part of travellers is
key to sustaining tourism because trav-
ellers aware of their  obligations towards
maintaining the purity of a destination are
godsends for tourism.  Sustainable
tourism, movie tourism, medical and reli-
gious, and ecotourism--form the crux of
tourism. In India,  nearly six per cent of
the GDP is accrued from tourism.  It is
also a large  avenue  for employment with
as much as 25 million workers earning
their livelihood from  this sector. 

In a country as diverse as India, it is
a laborious task for the government to
keep tourist places spic- and- span which
is why the role of citizens in overseeing
the orderliness of key places is so vital.  

There are plenty of attractions in the
country that can set the visitors' pulse rac-
ing.  Good connectivity, adequate clean-
liness and the so-called certainty factor
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ronmental monitoring. The
launch of commercial satellites
by India of friendly foreign
countries is sure to boost
India's clout, not only as a
regional player in Asia but also
globally. This collaborative
effort of the private and pub-
lic sectors is bound to give div-
idends economically and also
usher in prosperity amongst
humanity in general.

Can the space program
help humanity? Is it the bird's
eye view we have been talking
about for almost all the
humanitarian challenges that
exist? Let's face it, humanity
faces challenges of resources,
and among them, energy is
one of the most critical. So can
space exploration in the long
run help humanity to solve the
crisis of a resource crunch,
including that of energy? The
possibility for the same is
huge, and so is the possibility
of Indian Industry making it
big in the decades to come. It
is estimated that thousands of
satellites would be required to
be sent into space if the
requirement of humanity is to
be met. Over 100 satellites have
been launched solely for mon-
itoring the Earth’s atmosphere.  

Helium-3 is one moon
resource that could potential-
ly be cheaper to mine from the
moon. Helium-3 is a very
attractive fuel for future

nuclear fusion reactors. If this
becomes possible in the future
it could solve a lot of clean
energy-related issues that
humanity faces today. It could
also unlock a lot of econom-
ic value for the Indian Space
Industry in the future. Lunar
resources could also be used
to help build up an industrial
infrastructure in near-Earth
space in the future. Satellites
provide accurate weather
reports which also help to
track increasing rates of cli-
mate change and its effects,
such as rising seas, moisture
levels, and incidents of floods,
wildfires, and atmospheric
changes; helping us stop defor-
estation. Satellites cover the
entire globe enabling high-
capacity connectivity over
wide & hard-to-reach areas
including deserts, mountain
ranges, islands, rainforests, or
wetlands. Around fifty per
cent of illegal mining activities
can be monitored from space
only. Ninety-nine per cent of
weather forecasts can be from
space alone. Space technolo-
gy provides information
regarding water and food pro-
duction, precision irrigation
and farming techniques. The
direct economic impact of
the sector is important, but it
is the indirect impact that
highlights how critical space is
going to be for our life on

Earth. The UN has been urg-
ing for use of space technolo-
gy to attain sustainable devel-
opment goals.  

The private sector and
public sector milieu in the
Indian context are best suited
to exploit these opportunities
in the future. Private players
that are into satellite commu-
nication, GPS technology, sur-
veillance, and disaster manage-
ment are likely to benefit most
from advancements in space
technology. The Indian Space
Industry would also be
required to collaborate and
work towards the transfer of
technology with players in
countries like the United States
and France to enhance the
scope of their achievements in
space. The calmness and
maturity of the public sector,
along with the dynamism and
initiative of the private sector,
when invested in the develop-
ment of space technology can
for sure help in solving some
of the challenges confronting
humanity today. We are at an
inflection point from where
the Indian Space Industry is
only destined to go up, and this
is going to increase India's
clout in the international com-
munity many fold.

(The writer is an expert on
geopolitics and international
Affairs. The views expressed

are personal)
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India's space programme
has come a long way and
has catapulted India to the
world stage. Space tech-
nology ushers in possibili-

ties for the future which are huge
and varied, and some of these
possibilities are yet to be explored.
Few would understand that
India's success in space technol-
ogy enhances possibilities of
trade and the earning of foreign
exchange by providing services
that are intrinsic to excellence in
this domain. The private players
have started playing an important
role in bringing it to a level
where it can be the leverage
India requires for setting a bench-
mark for the world.  

Certain joint endeavours by
private and public players have
given rise to exceptional divi-
dends in the last year. The suc-
cessful launch of 72 satellites by
OneWeb through ISRO has
boosted the broadband internet
services in the country. The
Indian National Space Promotion
and Authorisation Centre (IN-
SPACe) has worked to enable and
facilitate the participation of pri-
vate players in the space domain.
The Indian Space Association, set
up for the collaborative develop-
ment of the private space indus-
try in India facilitated the launch
of India's first private rocket by
Skyroot Aerospace and the estab-
lishment of the Mission Control
Centre by Agnikul Cosmos. The
launch of the world’s first com-
mercial Space Weather
Monitoring System by Digantra,
the launch by ISRO of Anand
hyperspectral satellite of Pixal,
and the collaborative effort of
L&T and HAL to improve the
efficiency of Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle are some of the giant leaps
in space technology that will
help India to bring in a lot of for-
eign exchange in the days to
come. ISRO, through its commer-
cial arms, has already earned

$279 million in foreign
exchange by launching satellites
for global clients, but this is just
the tip of the iceberg. According
to the Director General of the
Indian Space Association, the
launch of the Shakuntla constel-
lation by Pixxel has bolstered
India's Earth observation capabil-
ities and will help in agriculture,
disaster management, and envi-
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(The writer is an RTI
consultant; views

expressed are personal)

Acomplicated tax system in India
with a six-decades-old Income
Tax Act 1961 with too many
amendments in the form of a
lot of confusing patchwork is in

force. Likewise, ever since the reformative
step of introducing the Goods & Service Tax
(GST) Act was introduced on 1st July 2017,
there has been a regular practice of chang-
ing tax structure in an ever-confusing GST
regime with too many confusing and com-
plicated provisions incorporated in the sys-
tem.

An altogether new tax regime should
be introduced without patches of useless
and largely misused exemptions.
Implementation of Raja Chelliah
Committee recommendations to fix the
highest tax slab at 30 per cent to be in tune
with most countries in the world, had large-
ly abolished the practice of converting black
money into white money. Gradually
increasing this highest slab also through
imposing cess and surcharges has undone
the good achieved.

The highest tax slab of 30 per cent
should be restored so that people may find
it advantageous to bring complete income
to books. Rather a permanent Voluntary
Disclosure Scheme should be introduced
whereby provision may be there in tax-
return to declare at the highest suggested
tax rate of 30 per cent, any income with-
out disclosing the source of income. This
will make cash transactions, especially in
property deals accounted for if registration
fees on the property are also reduced to say
just three per cent. Names of all those dis-
closing incomes under the suggested high-
est 30-percent slab should be on the web-
site according to income disclosed so that
status-conscious persons may race to dis-
close more incomes.

Basix tax exemption should be fixed
at rupees five lakhs abolishing most tax-
exemptions including on charity, donation,
contribution to political parties and even
agricultural income which are largely mis-
used. An ordinary farmer does not earn
more than rupees five lakhs per annum, and
the provision is grossly misused by ultra-
rich persons including known celebrities to
declare their unaccounted income as agri-
cultural income through some village-land
purchased only for the purpose without
practically having any agricultural produce.

Income Tax slabs can then be 10 and
20 per cent for incomes between 5-10 lakhs
and 10-15 lakhs respectively and thereafter
30 per cent for the rest. LK Jha committee
recommendations to make the calendar
year a financial year should be implement-
ed to be in line with most countries of the
world, thus abolishing another British
legacy of following April-March presently
as a Fiscal Year. It is ridiculous to have dif-
ferent depreciation rules for Tax and
Corporate audits. There should be a single
and unified Tax and Corporate Audit.

Rather than concentrating more on
small cash transactions, all sale-purchases
above rupees 10000 must be compulsori-
ly through bank transactions. For this, trans-
action charges on credit cards should be
slashed down to just half per cent (GST-
exempted) which too to be borne by the
central government with all incentives on
purchases made through credit cards abol-
ished. Present high two-percent transaction
charges on credit cards make traders
charge it separately from customers espe-
cially where trade margins are low. Such a
system will fetch much higher tax revenue
for the government, than through half-per

cent transaction-charges to be borne
by the government.

Banks issuing credit cards will
get much more earnings even with
a half-per-cent transaction charge
because of the manifold use of cred-
it cards. Two sets of credit card
machines should be compulsory for
every GST-registered dealer dealing
in cash to avoid payment receipt
through credit cards with the usual
excuse that the swapping machine
is out of order. Strict action must be
there against those refusing pay-
ment through credit/debit cards.

The input-tax-credit system in
the GST-regime in manufacturing
is the biggest corrupt practice of tax
evasion where left-out GST invoic-
es by ordinary customers are sold
by traders to consuming manufac-
turers or producers to avail false
Input-Tax-Credit where cash is
paid back by traders to those pur-
chasing left-out GST-invoices of
actual consumers bringing more
currency in circulation, this being
the reason of basic motive of cur-
rency-demonetisation being failed
where currency in circulation rapid-
ly increased rather than projected
decrease. An annual forensic audit
may be made compulsory on claims
made for Input-Tax-Credit by man-
ufacturers/producers to avoid false
claims of excessive input tax credit
in these sectors. Rather study should
be made if, with the abolition of an
excessively high 18-percent GST
slab, Input-Tax-Credit can be alto-
gether abolished from manufactur-
ing/producing sectors, retaining it
only on tradable commodities.

But such reform in the Input-
Tax-Credit system can be practical-
ly possible with drastic reform in the
GST tax structure wherein initial-
ly only three tax slabs of 6, 12 and

30 per cent may be there abolishing
all presently existing GST rates.
India is the only country that has so
many GST rates. Gradually even
slabs of 6 and 12 percent may also
be replaced by a new 10-percent tax
structure. Zero-percent GST may
only be retained on totally unbrand-
ed raw materials that cannot be con-
sumed without giving a finishing
touch like agricultural products, fish,
meat, cotton yarn etc.

All items of long-term use like
cars, air-conditioners, TV sets,
refrigerators etc. may attract 30 per
cent GST while their parts may uni-
formly attract 12 per cent GST.
Unmindful policy framers brought
clutch-plate and clutch-bearing
under different GST slabs of 18 and
28 per cent. Likewise, similar items
sold by confectioners like sweets,
biscuits, napkins etc. attract differ-
ent GST slabs with luxury sweets
causing diabetes attracting just 5 per
cent GST.

Invoices for items like gold jew-
ellery can be drawn in two parts,
one for metal and embodied items
and the other for making charges so
that the suggested 12-cent GST may
be payable only on making charges.
Cess on extra-luxurious items
should be replaced by additional
GST slabs in multiples of 60 per
cent, also bringing petroleum prod-
ucts under the GST regime to
ensure uniform pricing of petrol and
diesel in all states. Abolishing an 18-
percent GST slab will be more than
compensated by clubbing lower
slabs of 3 and 5 percent into a sin-
gle 6-percent GST slab. The input-
tax-credit (ITC) system should not
apply to non-tradable commodities
and services like has been done, and
rightly too, in the case of car
expenses for non-commercial use.

With the GST slab of 18 per
cent abolished and the service sec-
tor attracting just 12 per cent GST,
those with income of rupees ten
lakhs or more (instead of the pre-
sent rupees 20 lakhs) can be brought
under the GST regime like was the
system before the GST-regime. It is
illogical to keep lawyers out of the
purview of the GST regime. The
useless system of Tax-Deducted-At-
Source for GST, which is hardly used
in practice, should be altogether
abolished. Otherwise, any such
deducted tax should be auto-reflect-
ed in the GST accounts of affected
ones, abolishing the cumbersome
practice of filing a new monthly
return to get credit for deducted
GST.

All government payments can
be considered to be exempted from
GST to avoid unnecessary govern-
ment accounting by putting tax
from one government pocket to
another. It is illogical that some pre-
mium postal services like Speed Post
may attract GST while other postal
services do not attract GST. Even
illogical postal rates (both inland
and foreign) need simplification for
the equal rise of postal tariff for the
equal rise in slab-weight in multi-
ples of 50 gms. of inland postal-arti-
cle with all postal tariffs being in
multiples of rupees ten except for
registered newspapers and post-
cards which may cost rupee one
with the abolition of outdated
Inland-Letter-Cards. Presently a
postal-article weighing 200 gms sent
locally by reliable and fast Speed
Post costs just rupees 30 but if sent
by unreliable ordinary post, it will
cost rupees 50. Likewise, foreign-
mail tariffs can be fixed for 20 gms
or part slab-weight independently
for air and sea-surface-mail.
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It is indeed a pressing con-
cern that students from
different states face difficul-

ties in accessing medical treat-
ment facilities at the universi-
ty. The lack of proper health-
care services can hurt their
health, leading to various dis-
eases. Students often have to
rely on private hospitals, which
may not be affordable for
everyone. Additionally, the
language barrier further exac-
erbates the problem, as stu-
dents can be taken advantage
of due to their lack of knowl-
edge.

In light of these chal-
lenges, the university must
prioritise the provision of ade-
quate medical facilities within
the campus itself. By establish-
ing medical services on-site,
students would have easier
access to healthcare, promot-

ing their overall well-being.
Having healthcare facilities
within the university premis-
es would not only benefit the
students' physical health but
also contribute to their peace
of mind and academic perfor-
mance.

Moreover, by addressing
this issue, the university
demonstrates its commitment
to the students' welfare and
creates an inclusive and sup-
portive environment. It is
essential to ensure that stu-
dents' health needs are met,
enabling them to focus on
their studies and personal
growth without the added
burden of seeking medical
care outside the campus.

By investing in proper
medical facilities within the
university, students will have
convenient and affordable

access to healthcare. This step
acknowledges the diverse
needs of the student popula-
tion and emphasises the value
of their well-being. It is a sig-
nificant initiative that pro-
motes a healthy, thriving uni-
versity community.

Students on university
campuses, often encounter a
slew of health-related chal-

lenges. One pressing issue is
the accessibility of medical
facilities on campus. It's no
secret that university cam-
puses can be vast and bustling,
making it essential for students
to have easy access to health-
care services.

One common challenge
students face is the lack of con-
venient healthcare options.

Many campuses have limited
medical facilities, or they may
be located far away from stu-
dent residences or academic
buildings. This can pose diffi-
culties, especially in emergen-
cies or when students require
immediate attention for illness
or injuries.

Additionally, the availabil-
ity of specialised healthcare
services can be a concern.
University students, come
from diverse backgrounds
with unique healthcare needs.
Campuses need to offer a
range of medical services to
meet these diverse needs,
including mental health sup-
port, reproductive health ser-
vices, and specialised care for
chronic conditions.

Another aspect to consid-
er is the cost of healthcare.
University students often face

financial strains, and the bur-
den of medical expenses can
further add to their challenges.
Accessible medical facilities
should take this into account
by providing affordable or
subsidised healthcare options,
such as low-cost consulta-
tions, medication, and tests.

To bridge the healthcare
gap, universities can take
proactive steps. They can
establish on-campus medical
clinics or health centres with
extended hours of operation to
accommodate students' busy
schedules. Moreover, partner-
ships with local hospitals or
healthcare providers can
enhance accessibility by pro-
viding specialised services or
urgent care facilities.

Prioritising accessible
medical facilities on universi-
ty campuses is crucial to

ensure the well-being of stu-
dents. By addressing the chal-
lenges and offering compre-
hensive, affordable, and conve-
niently located healthcare ser-
vices, universities can support
students in maintaining good
health and thriving academi-
cally.

In conclusion, the provi-
sion of medical facilities with-
in the university premises is an
urgent requirement to address
the health concerns faced by
students from different states.
This step will not only enhance
their physical well-being but
also contribute to their over-
all success and happiness dur-
ing their time at university. Let
us strive for a healthier and
more inclusive academic envi-
ronment where students'
health is given the attention it
rightfully deserves.

�������	
�
����
����
����
��
�
�
����
��
��������
	���
�������
����
����������������
��������������������������������������
�����������������
�����


������������

 ��
�
���	�
�������
�
�
�
�����������
�

�
����
�������
����

��#�����-���-�=�������*%��$�$*��%������#���
%����#����%������%�-����������+�5�<���<���C

	�,-����+	��������	������ � �

���
	��

��
��������
�
�����
��������!�"
��������
���
���������!���������
��������������
��
��	������
������
��������
�
����
�����		���
��

(The writers worked as
Assistant Professors at SSD

Girls’ College, Bathinda;
views expressed are personal) 
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South Korea paraded thou-
sands of troops and an array

of weapons capable of striking
North Korea through its capi-
tal as part of its biggest Armed
Forces Day ceremony in 10
years on Tuesday, as its presi-
dent vowed to build a stronger
military to thwart any provo-
cation by the North.

Concerns are growing that
North Korea is seeking Russian
help in expanding its nuclear
arsenal in return for supplying
Moscow with conventional
arms exhausted by its war with
Ukraine.

“After looking at your
imposing march today, I
believe our people would trust
you and have faith in our
national security,” President
Yoon Suk Yeol told cheering
soldiers at the end of the cere-
mony in a central Seoul plaza.
“I’ll always support you togeth-
er with our people.”

Earlier, South Korea rolled
tanks, artillery systems, drones

and powerful ballistic missiles
capable of hitting all of North
Korea through the streets of
Seoul, amid steady autumn
rains.

About 4,000 South Korean
troops carrying rifles or flags
followed them, accompanied
by about 300 US soldiers, in the
first such military parade since
2013.

As the soldiers and their
weapons went past, Yoon
waved, clapped and flashed a
thumbs-up.

Since taking office last year,
he has been pushing hard to
beef up South Korea’s defense
capability while expanding mil-
itary drills with the United
States in response to North
Korea’s advancing nuclear arse-
nal.

But a complication in Seoul
and Washington’s efforts to
curb the North’s nuclear ambi-
tions is the latest North Korean

push to deepen military coop-
eration with Russia. Earlier
this month, North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un travelled to
Russia’s far eastern region to
meet with President Vladimir
Putin and visit key military
sites. North Korea reportedly
wants to receive Russian tech-
nologies to help its develop-
ment of spy satellites, nuclear-
propelled submarines and pow-
erful long-range missiles. Such
weapons would pose a major
security threat to South Korea
and the US.

In a formal Armed Forces
Day ceremony at a military air-
port near Seoul earlier Tuesday,
Yoon said he’ll strive to build “a
strong military that instills fear
in the enemy”. “Based on bat-
tle-ready combat capabilities
and a solid readiness posture,
our military will immediately
retaliate against any North
Korean provocation,” he said.

“If North Korea uses nuclear
weapons, its regime will be
brought to an end by an over-
whelming response” from the
South Korean-US alliance. That
ceremony drew about 6,700
soldiers and 200 weapons
assets, the largest of its kind
since 2013, according to South
Korean officials.

Yoon didn’t mention North
Korean-Russian ties in either of
his two speeches Tuesday. But
in an address to the UN
General Assembly last week, he
said South Korea “will not sit
idly by” if North Korea and
Russia agree to such weapons
deals in violation of UN
Security Council resolutions
that ban all weapons trading
with North Korea.

US officials have also said
that North Korea and Russia
would face consequences if
they go ahead with such deals.
Also Tuesday, senior diplo-

mats from South Korea, Japan
and China met in Seoul and
agreed to hold the first summit
of their leaders in four years “at
the earliest convenient time”,
according to a statement from
South Korea’s Foreign Ministry.

No date has been fixed,
however, and the South Korean
statement said the three coun-
tries agreed to hold a related
foreign ministers’ meeting in a
couple of months.

Yoon said last week that
Chinese Premier Li Qiang and
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida had expressed their
support for a trilateral summit
in South Korea.

Yoon’s moves to strength-
en South Korea’s military
alliance with the US and boost
Seoul-Washington-Tokyo secu-
rity cooperation have caused
concerns that Seoul’s relations
with China, its biggest trading
partner, will be undermined.

But Yoon says Seoul-
Washington-Tokyo coopera-
tion won’t marginalise any par-
ticular nation. 
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South Korea’s Constitutional
Court on Tuesday struck

down a 2020 law that crimi-
nalised the sending of anti-
Pyongyang propaganda leaflets
to North Korea, calling it an
excessive restriction on free
speech. The ruling came in
response to a complaint filed by
North Korean defector-activists
in the South. They included
Park Sang-hak, who has been
a frequent target of North
Korean government anger for
his yearslong campaign of fly-
ing leaflets across the border
with balloons.The law was
crafted by the previous liberal
government in Seoul that des-
perately pushed for inter-
Korean engagement. It made
leafleting a crime punishable by
up to three years in prison or
a fine of 30 million won (USD
22,000).

The law passed in
December 2020, six months
after the North expressed its
displeasure over the leaflets by

blowing up an inter-Korean
liaison office in the North
Korean border town of
Kaesong.

Park did not immediately
comment on the court’s deci-
sion, which immediately inval-
idated the law. He and other
activists could still be blocked
by police in situations where
their leafleting activities are
seen as risking the safety of
South Koreans living in border
areas, the court said. South
Korea’s Unification Ministry
promoted the law when the lib-
erals were in power but
reversed its stance to align
with the views of the current
conservative government that
took office last year, saying that
outlawing leafleting went too
far. But the ministry, which
handles inter-Korean affairs,
still would prefer for Park and
other activists to stop flying
pamphlets into North Korea.

“For the safety of residents
in border areas and for stably
managing inter-Korean rela-
tions, it would be ideal to

refrain from sending leaflets to
North Korea,” a ministry offi-
cial who spoke on condition of
anonymity told reporters dur-
ing a background briefing on
Tuesday.

The court’s justices voted 7-
2 in favour of nullifying the law,
concluding that it excessively
restricts freedom of expression
in a broad range of activities
and “mobilises the state power
of punishment when that
should be a last resort”.

Citing the tensions
between the rival Koreas, the
court acknowledged that the
law was based on legitimate
concerns about the safety of
South Korean residents in bor-
der areas. The majority opinion
said the government still would
have the ability to keep the
activists in check, including
police monitoring and inter-
vention, but that it would be
wrong to hold the activists
responsible for damage and
danger directly caused by
North Korean provocations.
Park and other defectors from

the North for years have used
huge helium-filled balloons to
launch leaflets criticizing the
leadership of North Korea’s
authoritarian ruler, Kim Jong
Un, his nuclear weapons ambi-
tions and the country’s dismal
human rights record. The
leaflets are often packaged with
US dollar bills. and USB sticks
containing information about
world news.

In his latest launch, Park
said he flew 20 balloons carry-
ing 200,000 leaflets and 1,000
USB sticks from a South
Korean border island last
Wednesday.

North Korea is extremely
sensitive about any outside
attempt to undermine Kim’s
leadership as he maintains
tight control over the country’s
26 million people while severe-
ly restricting their access to for-
eign news.

Aside of detonating the
liaison office, North Korea also
in 2014 fired at propaganda
balloons flying toward its ter-
ritory. 

23���
1�433�)!�
����5����
�
����
60	������

���� 2�1�3	��D	17���	E

At least 20 people were killed
and nearly 300 others

injured by an explosion at a
crowded gas station in
Nagorno-Karabakh as thou-
sands of people rushed to flee
into Armenia, separatist
authorities in the region said
Tuesday. More than 13,500
people — about 12% of the
region’s population — have
fled across the border since
Azerbaijan’s swift military oper-
ation to fully reclaim the break-
away region after three decades
of separatist rule, Armenia’s
government said Tuesday
morning.

The explosion took place as
people lined up to fill their cars
at a gas station outside the
regional capital of Stepanakert
late Monday. The separatist
government’s health depart-
ment said that 13 bodies have
been found and seven people
have died of injuries from the
blast, the cause of which

remains unclear. It added that
290 people have been hospi-
talised and scores of them
remain in grave condition.

Armenia’s health ministry
said a helicopter brought some
blast victims to Armenia on
Tuesday morning, and more
flights were expected.

Azerbaijani presidential
aide Hikmet Hajiyev said on X,
formerly Twitter, that hospitals
in Azerbaijan were ready to
treat victims, but not if any had
been taken to them. Azerbaijan
has sent in burn-treatment
medicine and other humanitar-

ian aid, he said.  Gasoline has
been in short supply in
Nagorno-Karabakh for
months, and the explosion fur-
ther adds to local residents’
anxiety about whether they
will be able to drive out. The
Armenian border is about 35
km (22 miles) from
Stepanakert.

Cars bearing large loads on
their roofs crowded the streets
of Stepanakert, and residents
stood or lay along sidewalks
next to heaps of luggage.

The Azerbaijani military
routed Armenian forces in a

24-hour blitz last week, forcing
the separatist authorities to
agree to lay down weapons and
start talks on Nagorno-
Karabakh’s “reintegration” into
Azerbaijan. While Azerbaijan
has pledged to respect the
rights of ethnic Armenians in
the region and restore supplies
after a 10-month blockade,
many local residents feared
reprisals and decided to leave.
Azerbaijan’s blockade of the
only road connecting Nagorno-
Karabakh to Armenia caused
severe shortages of food, med-
icine and fuel in the region.

Moscow said that Russian
peacekeepers in Nagorno-
Karabakh were assisting the
evacuation. Some 700 people
remained in the peacekeepers’
camp there by Monday night.

Nagorno-Karabakh was an
autonomous region within
Azerbaijan under the Soviet
Union, but separatist senti-
ment grew in the USSR’s dying
years and then flared into war.

Nagorno-Karabakh came
under the control of ethnic
Armenian forces, backed by the
Armenian military, in sepa-
ratist fighting that ended in
1994. 
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Two powerful explosions have
ripped through dwellings in
central Sweden, injuring at
least three people and damag-
ing buildings, with bricks and
window sections left spread
outside.

Late Monday, an explosion
occurred in Hasselby, a suburb
of the capital, Stockholm. In the
early hours of Tuesday, a blast
in Linkoping, some 175 km (110
miles) to the southwest, ripped
the facade off a three-story
building, leaving debris strewn
across a parking area.

It was not known whether
the blasts were related to each
other. Swedish radio said
Tuesday that the explosion in
Linkoping was connected to a
feud between criminal gangs, a
growing problem in Sweden
with drive-by shootings and
bombings. Two gangs — one led
by a Swedish-Turkish dual
national who lives in Turkey, the

other by his former lieutenant
— are reportedly fighting over
drugs and weapons.

So far this year, there have
been 261 shootings, 36 people
have died and 73 were wound-
ed. The count doesn’t include
the latest explosions. Police said
that residents in the affected
area in Linkoping were evacu-
ated to a nearby sports facility.
In Hasselby, three people were
taken to a hospital. Their con-
ditions were not known.

No one has been arrested,
police said. Following the explo-
sions, the Swedish government
said it will hold a meeting to
identify measures that can be
quickly implemented. Sweden’s
ministers for justice and civil
defense, Gunnar Strömmer and
Carl-Oskar Bohlin, will partic-
ipate along with other authori-
ties, including representatives of
the Scandinavian country’s
municipalities and regions. “We
are now bringing together all
relevant actors to jointly iden-

tify what can be done in the
short and long term,” Strömmer
told Swedish news agency TT.
“The criminals’ access to explo-
sive goods must be cut off,”
Bohlin told the Expressen news-
paper.

Earlier this month, a 13-
year-old boy was found shot in
the head in woods not far from
his home near Stockholm. A
prosecutor said his death was a
chilling example of “gross and
completely reckless gang vio-
lence.” On Sept 22, two people
were killed and two wounded
when a gunman opened fire in
a crowded bar northwest of
Stockholm. One of the dead, a
20-year-old man, was the shoot-
er’s likely target, police said,
while the other three were
believed to be bystanders. The
motive remained unclear. Police
said the shooting could possibly
be part of a local personal con-
flict and there was some uncer-
tainty whether it was connect-
ed to the ongoing feud.
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Researchers say they have
verified 1,329 deaths from

hunger in Ethiopia’s northern
Tigray region since a cease-fire
ended a two-year conflict there
in November. A study by local
health authorities and Mekele
University in the regional cap-
ital found that hunger is now
the main cause of death in
Tigray, accounting for more
than 68 per cent of deaths
investigated by the researchers.

The study is based on a
household census conducted
by health workers from August
15-29 in nine subdistricts of
Tigray and 53 camps for inter-
nally displaced people.

Tigray in total has 88 sub-
districts and 643 displacement
camps, so the number of

hunger deaths across the
region is almost certainly far
higher.

One factor is the suspen-
sion of food aid by the United
States and United Nations after
the discovery in March of a
huge scheme to steal human-
itarian grain in Tigray. The
pause was extended to the rest
of Ethiopia in June after the
theft was found to be nation-
wide. Ethiopia’s government
wants the suspension ended.
The US government and the
UN want the government to
give up its control of the food
aid delivery system.

The number of deaths
from all causes recorded by the
researchers in the Tigray areas
studied rose sharply after the
aid suspension, almost dou-
bling from 159 in March to 305

in July. Around 5.4 million of
Tigray’s 6 million population
relied on humanitarian aid.
Over 20 million people in
Ethiopia as a whole need food
aid.

The study’s findings are
described in a document seen
by The Associated Press and
prepared by the Tigray
Emergency Coordination
Center, a group of UN agen-
cies, aid groups and regional
government offices.

Hunger plagued Tigray
throughout the conflict
between Ethiopian and allied
forces and Tigray fighters. For
much of it, the federal govern-
ment cut the region’s services
and restricted aid access,
prompting UN experts to
accuse it of using hunger as a
weapon.

The government rejected
claims of weaponising aid,
blaming the Tigray fighters for
the lack of access.

November’s cease-fire kin-
dled hopes that aid would
reach the region, but they
were dashed by the discovery
of the massive theft, with some
US-marked bags of grain being
sold in local markets.

Tigray authorities found
that 7,000 metric tons of grain
had been stolen. Earlier this
month, the region’s leader
announced that 480 officials
had been arrested in connec-
tion with the corruption.

Other parts of Ethiopia are
yet to disclose the results of
their own probes. The US and
the UN World Food
Programme are also investigat-
ing. 
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Spanish prosecutors have
charged pop star Shakira

with failing to pay 6.7 million
euros ($7.1 million) in tax on
her 2018 income, authorities
said Tuesday, in Spain’s latest
fiscal allegations against the
Colombian singer.

Shakira is alleged to have
used an offshore company
based in a tax haven to avoid
paying the tax, Barcelona pros-
ecutors said in a statement.

She has been notified of the
charges in Miami, where she
lives, according to the state-
ment.

Shakira is already due to be
tried in Barcelona on Nov. 20
in a separate case that hinges on
where she lived between 2012-
14. In that case, prosecutors
allege she failed to pay 14.5 mil-
lion euros ($15.4 million) in
tax. Prosecutors in Barcelona
have alleged the Grammy win-

ner spent more than half of the
2012-14 period in Spain and
therefore should have paid
taxes in the country, even
though her official residence
was in the Bahamas.

Spanish tax officials
opened the latest case against

Shakira last July. After review-
ing the evidence gathered over
the last two months, prosecu-
tors have decided to bring
charges. No date for a trial was
set. The public relations firm
that previously has handled
Shakira’s affairs, Llorente y

Cuenca, made no immediate
comment.

Last July, it said the artist
had “always acted in concor-
dance with the law and on the
advice of her financial advisers”.

Shakira, whose full name is
Shakira Isabel Mebarak Ripoll,
has been linked to Spain since
she started dating the now-
retired soccer player Gerard
Pique. The couple, who have
two children, lived together in
Barcelona until last year, when
they ended their 11-year rela-
tionship.

Spain tax authorities have
over the past decade or so
cracked down on soccer stars
like Lionel Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo for not paying their
full due in taxes. Those players
were found guilty of tax evasion
but avoided prison time thanks
to a provision that allows a
judge to waive sentences under
two years in length for first-
time offenders. 
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Serbia’s president demanded
on Tuesday that NATO-led

troops stationed in Kosovo
take over the security from
police in the north of the coun-
try, days after violent clashes
between armed Serbs and
Kosovo police left one officer
and three gunmen dead.

A daylong shootout in
northern Kosovo on Sunday
further raised tensions in the
Balkan region at a time when
European Union and US medi-
ators have been pushing for a
deal that would normalise ties
between the wartime foes.

The violence over the
weekend was one of the worst
confrontations in Kosovo since
it declared independence from
Serbia in 2008.

Kosovo Prime Minister
Albin Kurti accused Serbia of
logistically supporting “the ter-
rorist, criminal, professional
unit” that clashed with the
police. Serbian President

Aleksandar Vucic denied those
claims, saying the gunmen
were local Kosovo Serbs “who
no longer want to withstand
Kurti’s terror”.

On Tuesday in Belgrade,
Vucic met with ambassadors
from five Western countries
and the EU demanding that
NATO-led troops stationed in
Kosovo, known as KFOR, take
over “all the security matters in
the north of Kosovo instead of
Kurti’s police”.

There are around 4,500
KFOR peacekeeping troops
stationed in Kosovo.

There was no immediate
reaction from NATO to Vucic’s
request, but it is highly unlike-
ly that it would be accepted
because the primary task of the
troops is peacekeeping and
not policing.

Vucic also said in an
Instagram post that these are
“one of the hardest moments
for Serbia.” Earlier, the govern-
ment proclaimed a day of
mourning on Wednesday

because of “the tragic events”,
referring to the shootout.

A Kosovo Serb party allied
with Vucic proclaimed three
days of mourning starting
Tuesday in the Serb-dominat-
ed north of Kosovo for the
three killed Serb assailants.

On Tuesday in Pristina, a
Kosovar court decided to keep
three of the six arrested gun-
man for a month in pretrial
detention. 

They are accused of violat-
ing the country’s constitution
and of terror acts. 

On Sunday, about 30 men
in in combat uniforms opened
fire on a police patrol near the
village of Banjska in the early
hours of the morning, killing
one officer and wounding
another.

They then fled to a nearby
Serbian Orthodox monastery,
breaking down the gates with
an armoured personnel carri-
er before barricading them-
selves in with priests and vis-
iting pilgrims.
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Ramallah (West Bank) : Saudi
Arabia’s newly appointed envoy
to the Palestinian Authority
presented his credentials to
Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas during his
first visit to the Israeli-occupied
West Bank on Tuesday, a trip
linked to American efforts to
normalize ties between Saudi
Arabia and Israel.

The visit by nonresident
ambassador Nayef al-Sudairi,
who also serves as the Saudi
ambassador to Jordan, is wide-
ly seen as an attempt by the
kingdom to address the key
sticking point in the Saudi-
Israeli normalisation deal —
Saudi Arabia’s long-standing
support for the Palestinians.

The Saudi government has
said it will only normalise ties
with Israel if there is major
progress toward the creation of
a Palestinian state.

To kick off his two-day trip,
the Saudi diplomat met with
Abbas, head of the Palestinian
Authority that exercises limit-
ed autonomy in parts of the
West Bank, and other senior
Palestinian officials. “God will-

ing, this visit will be just the
beginning of things to come,
with the coordination of senior
Palestinian officials who are
architects of our relations,” al-
Sudairi told journalists after
meeting with Abbas.

Some 16 years ago, Arab
leaders convened in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, to reaffirm the
Arab Peace Initiative, pledging
no diplomatic recognition of
Israel without a just settle-
ment to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.

Although Palestinians still
live under an open-ended
Israeli military occupation in
the West Bank and under an
Israeli-Egyptian blockade in
Gaza, a landmark diplomatic
deal between Israel and Saudi
Arabia has in recent weeks
appeared to gain momentum.

But several obstacles to
such an agreement remain.
The Saudis are seeking a
defence pact with the United
States and want help in build-
ing their own civilian nuclear
programme, which has fuelled
fears of an arms race with
Iran. AP
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China’s foreign minister called on the US
on Tuesday to do what it can to host

a cooperative meeting of Asia-Pacific lead-
ers in November, criticising those who seek
to play up a confrontation between
democracy and authoritarianism. Wang
Yi said the Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation summit in San Francisco in
November should promote cooperation
rather than provoke confrontation, and
said the US should show fairness and inclu-
siveness to create better conditions for a
smooth meeting. “We should ... oppose
advocating for democracy versus author-
itarianism’ and imposing our own values
and models on others,” he said at the
launch of a government report on its pro-
posals for what it calls “a global commu-
nity of shared future.”

US President Joe Biden has sought to
create alliances and partnerships with other
democratic countries to build a more uni-
fied response to China’s growing geopo-
litical influence. China is a one-party state
that has been ruled by the Communist
Party for more than 70 years.

China has been trying to position itself
as a leader of less-developed nations, say-
ing it offers an alternative to what it has
long called “Western hegemony.” The
APEC meeting is widely seen as an
opportunity for Biden and Chinese
President Xi Jinping to meet as the US and
China try to manage their rocky relation-
ship — if the Chinese leader attends.

Xi skipped a recent Group of 20 lead-

ers’ meeting in India, and Wang gave a
non-committal response when asked if Xi
would go to APEC. “We are in commu-
nication with all parties and will make an
official announcement in due course,” he
said. In Hong Kong, a Chinese territory,
leader John Lee said he has not received
an invitation to APEC. Hong Kong is a
member of the group, but the U.S. has
banned him from entering the country
since 2020 for his role in enforcing a
national security law that has targeted pro-
democracy activists. “According to APEC
guidelines and protocol, the organizer
should send an invitation to the leader
of the respective economies,” Lee said at
his weekly media briefing. “I am still
waiting for the invitation letter to be sent
to me.”Wang stepped down as foreign
minister at the end of last year and
became the Communist Party’s foreign
policy chief. He returned as foreign min-
ister in July, while retaining the more
senior party position, after his successor,
Qin Gang, was removed from office. The
government still hasn’t explained what
brought about Qin’s downfall. 
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The US has expressed concern to Sri
Lanka about the likely visit of a

Chinese research ship next month
that could also cause worries in India
which in the past has raised security
concerns over docking by China’s spy
vessels, according to a media report  

US Under Secretary Victoria
Nuland, who met Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister Ali Sabry in New York on the
sidelines of the UN General Assembly
session, raised concerns about the
upcoming visit of the Chinese research
vessel ‘SHI YAN 6’, Daily Mirror news-
paper reported on Monday. Minister
Sabry briefed her that Sri Lanka, as a
neutral country, had worked out the
Standard Operating Procedure (SPO)
to be followed by foreign ships and air-
craft in carrying out any activity in Sri
Lankan territory.

The minister reportedly told her
that Sri Lanka had been even-handed
in this approach for all the countries
and could not exclude China from the
process as a result. Earlier, President
Ranil Wickremesinghe also said that
the SPO had been worked out for for-
eign vessels. The Chinese research
vessel is expected in Sri Lanka in
October to carry out research along
with the National Aquatic Resources
Research and Development Agency
(NARA). Described as a
Research/Survey Vessel with a carrying
capacity of 1115 DWT, the current
draught is reported to be 5.3 metres in
length overall 90.6 metres and width 17
metres.

Sri Lanka’s Foreign Ministry last

month said it is currently processing a
request by China to allow its research
ship to dock in the country.

“The Chinese embassy here has
made an application and the ministry
is currently looking at it,” Priyanga
Wickramasingha, the foreign ministry
spokesperson, had said. No dates have
been fixed yet for the visit, she said.  

China despatches its research/sur-
veillance vessels to Sri Lanka on a reg-
ular basis. In August this year, the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army
Navy warship HAI YANG 24 HAO
arrived in the country on a two-day
visit.

It was reported that the arrival of
the 129-metre-long ship was delayed
due to concerns raised by India.

In August last year, a similar visit
by the Chinese ballistic missile and
satellite tracking ship, ‘Yuan Wang 5’,
which arrived in the southern Sri
Lankan port of Hambantota elicited
strong reactions from India.

There were apprehensions in New
Delhi about the possibility of the ves-
sel’s tracking systems attempting to
snoop on Indian defence installations
while being on its way to the Sri Lankan
port. However, after a considerable
delay, Sri Lanka allowed the ship to
dock at the strategic southern port of
Hambantota, being built by a Chinese
company.

Cash-strapped Sri Lanka considers
both India and China equally impor-
tant partners in its task to restructure
its external debt. China is one of the top
lenders to Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka owes
USD 7.1 billion to bilateral creditors,
including USD 3 billion to China.
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Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe will meet

the officials of the International
Monetary Fund on Tuesday to
hold crucial talks on the hard
economic reforms undertaken
by the government to stabilise
the fiscal system of the cash-
strapped island nation.

The officials of the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) are visiting the country
to conduct the first review of its
USD 2.9 billion bailout pack-
age approved for crisis-hit Sri
Lanka in mid-March. The sec-
ond tranche of USD 300 mil-
lion is to be released after the
ongoing review. During the
review, the government will
have to convince the global
lender that it has fulfilled the
conditions set by the IMF to
revive the island nation’s econ-

omy. “These two weeks would
be crucial for our economic
reform programme. At this
IMF review, we will be assess-
ing the extent to which we have
complied in setting up reforms
and how far we need to go,”
State Minister of Finance
Shehan Semasinghe told
reporters here. Sri Lanka has
executed some of the tough
reforms to stabilise the nation’s
economy. Semasinghe said
some of the reforms had hit the
people hard.

“These were reforms that
should have been implement-
ed a long time ago...We only
started doing so when the cri-
sis hit,” he said.

Sri Lanka was hit by its
worst economic crisis in histo-
ry when the country’s foreign
exchange reserves fell to a crit-
ical low and the public came
out on the streets to protest the

shortage of fuel, fertilisers and
essential commodities.

The country began seeking
the IMF bailout only after it
declared its first-ever sovereign
debt default in April 2022.

The resultant political cri-
sis forced the then president
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to resign
in July 2022. His successor
Wickremesinghe has steered
the economy out of the mess by
lowering inflation.

Having entered the IMF
programme, the government
set in a series of tax and utili-
ty services reforms which
meant higher taxes and tariff
hikes. Still, analysts say the
island’s economy has only par-
tially recovered. An Indian
credit line of nearly USD 4 bil-
lion provided a lifeline to the
country until the bailout agree-
ment with the IMF was
reached. 

����� ��
	7	0	�

China has refused to further
expand cooperation in the

areas of energy, water manage-
ment, and climate change under
the multi-billion dollar China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), it emerged on Tuesday,
signalling a strain in the ‘iron-
clad’ friendship between the
two all-weather allies. Cash-
strapped Pakistan also gave up
its opposition to setting up a
new imported coal-fired power
plant in Gwadar in Balochistan
province and agreed to a num-
ber of Chinese demands to
address Beijing’s concerns, The
Express Tribune newspaper
reported, citing the signed min-
utes of the 11th Joint
Cooperation Committee (JCC)
of the CPEC.

The JCC is a strategic deci-
sion-making body of the CPEC
and its 11th meeting was held
virtually on October 27 last year
on the insistence of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N)-led government that want-
ed to showcase some progress.
However, the minutes of the
meeting were signed almost a
year later on July 31 during the
visit of Chinese vice premier He
Lifeng, highlighting the differ-
ence of opinions on both sides
that led to such a huge delay in
reaching a consensus, the report
said. When contacted, the
Ministry of Planning stated
that it was a global practice for
the minutes of meetings
between two countries to be
signed by both sides only after
due consultation and evolving

consensus. Interestingly, the
final draft shared with Beijing
by Pakistan and the final min-
utes signed by both sides were
different in many ways, the
report said. China’s disagree-
ment to further expand coop-
eration in areas of energy, water
management, and climate
change under the CPEC under-
scores “the challenges that both
the sides are facing in deepen-
ing the economic ties”, it said.

The USD 60 billion CPEC,
which connects Gwadar Port in
Pakistan’s Balochistan with
China’s Xinjiang province, is the
flagship project of China’s ambi-
tious multi-billion-dollar Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI). The
BRI is seen as an attempt by
China to further its influence
abroad with infrastructure pro-
jects funded by Chinese invest-
ments all over the world.

The CPEC is a collection of
infrastructure and other pro-
jects under construction
throughout Pakistan since 2013.
India has protested to China
over the CPEC as it is being laid

through Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK).

The details of the final
minutes of the 11th JCC
showed that China did not
agree to a host of measures that
Pakistan had proposed in the
areas of energy, water manage-
ment, climate change and
tourism in Gilgit-Baltistan,
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, PoK
and the coastal areas.

China excluded coopera-
tion in the areas of cross-bor-
der tourism in Gilgit-Baltistan,
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, PoK
and cooperation for the pro-
motion of coastal tourism from
the final minutes, the details
showed. China also did not
agree to Pakistan’s proposal
for the inclusion of Water
Resources Management and
Climate Change and Urban
Infrastructure Development in
the CPEC framework. The
proposal for setting up a new
joint working group on water
resources management and cli-
mate change was also rejected
by China.
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Russia struck the Black Sea region
of Odesa in a drone barrage that

damaged a warehouse, charred
dozens of trucks and injured two dri-
vers in fiery explosions that led to the
suspension of the ferry service
between Romania and Ukraine,
officials said Tuesday.

Meanwhile, a senior Russian
naval officer that Ukraine on
Monday claimed to have killed in a
missile strike was seen attending an
online conference.

Video shot from the Romanian
side of the Danube River showed
rapid bursts of Ukrainian anti-air-
craft fire streaking through the
night sky followed by two orange
fireballs exploding near the port
area. Photos showed burned-out
frames of trucks.

Romanian Border Police said
ferries were anchored on the
Romanian shores of the Danube in
Isaccea due to the attacks on
Ukraine. Traffic was being redirect-
ed through Galati, a Romanian
town upstream on the Danube.

Ukraine’s air force said it
downed 26 of 38 drones launched by
Russia overnight.

Russian forces targeted the area
of Izmail in the Odesa region, in
what has become a sustained cam-
paign to target Ukraine’s ability to
export grain. Attacks on Monday
killed two people in a grain ware-
house in Odesa and badly damaged
an abandoned high-rise hotel, offi-
cials said. After Moscow pulled out
of a UN-brokered grain deal this
summer, the strikes on Izmail and
cities located in the southern part of
the Odesa region became routine.
Attacks on the cities on the Danube
have been especially damaging
because the route has emerged as the
most promising for continued
Ukrainian exports. At least nine
civilians were killed in Ukraine and
15 people were injured over the past

24 hours, the presidential office
reported, though some of those
deaths were also reported Monday.
Russian artillery damaged homes, a
school, a market and a food process-
ing plant in the southern city of
Kherson that is near the front lines
of the war, officials said. In fighting
in the Zaporizhzhia region in the
southeast, the Russian army dropped
five aerial bombs on Robotyne, a
town Ukraine took in August in its
slow-moving counteroffensive.

On Monday, Ukraine claimed
without evidence that its missile
strike on the Crimean headquarters
of Russia’s navy last week killed 34
officers, including fleet commander
Adm. Viktor Sokolov. Russia did not
comment on that report, but on
Tuesday Sokolov was seen among
other senior officers attending a
video conference with Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu.

Although neither side has
released casualty figures, the coun-
teroffensive is believed to have taken
a heavy toll on both sides and it has
been devastating to the towns and
villages where fighting has raged.

New aerial video footage of
Klishchiivka, on the outskirts of

Bakhmut, shot with a drone for The
Associated Press shows how the bat-
tle has turned the village in eastern
Ukraine into a pile of rubble after
months of fierce fighting.

The footage shot two days ago
shows the village in ruins with
destroyed Russian tanks and military
vehicles littering the main road.
Barely a building remains intact in
the village that was once home to
almost 400 people.

A rare structure that still had
four walls standing was missing its
roof. Single walls stood like tomb-
stones to mark where someone once
lived. Ukraine recaptured the village
Sept 17 after months of fighting, two
days after it won back neighboring
Andriivka, the Ukrainian military
said. Both are tiny towns but were
considered tactically important for
Ukrainian forces as they extend
gains around Bakhmut, 6 miles (10
km) to the north. The commanding
heights of the village offer a view into
the Russian-occupied town of
Bakhmut and open up new oppor-
tunities for Ukrainian forces to
encircle the town. It also potential-
ly allows Ukrainians a better view of
Russian logistic lines.
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Pakistan’s former prime min-
ister Imran Khan and his

close aide Shah Mahmood
Qureshi will continue to
remain in jail till October 10 as
a special court on Tuesday
extended for the third time
their judicial remand in a case
related to the alleged disclosure
of state secrets.

Khan, also the chief of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party, was arrested last month
after a case was filed against
him for allegedly violating the
Official Secrets Act by dis-
closing a secret diplomatic
cable (cipher) sent by the coun-
try’s embassy in Washington
last year in March.

Judge Abul Hasnat
Zulqarnain conducted the pro-
ceedings inside the high secu-
rity Attock Jail where the for-
mer prime minister has been
detained since August 5 after
his arrest following conviction
in the Toshakhana case. Khan’s
sentence was suspended by
the Islamabad High Court on
August 29 in the Toshakana
case, but he continues to

remain in Attock prison in the
cipher case.

After the hearing, the judge
ordered to keep Khan in judi-
cial custody until October 10 to
complete the probe.

It is the third time that
Khan, 70, has been sent to jail
on remand. His judicial
remand was initially extended
till September 13 and then
again till September 26, along
with Qureshi’s. The previous
14-day remand ended today.

Qureshi was presented
before the special court at the
Federal Judicial Complex in
Islamabad. The two-time for-
mer foreign minister was
brought to the court hand-
cuffed. The court authorities
informed that his judicial
remand in the case was also
extended till October 10.

Qureshi, 67-year-old for-
mer foreign minister, was
arrested under the Official
Secrets Act for violating the
secrecy of the official cable sent
by the Pakistani embassy in the
US to the foreign office when
he was the foreign minister.

As per the law ministry,
Khan’s special court proceed-

ings are being held in the
Attock jail “due to security
reasons”.

Security was beefed up
outside the jail ahead of the
hearing. Talking to the media
outside the court, Qureshi
lamented that the PTI leader-
ship was being punished for the
crimes they haven’t committed.

“(Our) conscience is con-
tent, intentions are clean... (we)
are innocent... God can change
hearts and overturn decisions,”
he said. When asked what
would happen if his party is not
allowed to contest polls, the
vice chairman of the PTI said

the polls would then be “mean-
ingless” and “worthless”.

“The importance of the
polls would end without PTI
participating in it,” Qureshi
said, adding that the country
will suffer an irreparable loss if
transparent elections are not
held. A day earlier, the
Islamabad High Court ordered
authorities to shift Khan to the
Adiala jail in Rawalpindi.
However, the directive was not
implemented.

Earlier, the authorities were
allowed to conduct hearings of
the case in the jail due to secu-
rity concerns. The cricketer-

turned-politician is charged
with the violation of the
Official Secrets Act in connec-
tion with the leakage of a con-
fidential diplomatic cable from
Pakistan’s embassy in
Washington.

The cipher case was filed
last month against Khan on the
allegations of violating secret
laws of the country in the
matter of a cable sent by the
Pakistan embassy in
Washington in March last year.

In March last year, ahead of
the vote of no-confidence that
resulted in his ouster, Khan
pulled out a piece of paper -
allegedly the cipher - from his
pocket and waved it at a pub-
lic rally in Islamabad, claiming
it was the evidence of an “inter-
national conspiracy” being
hatched to topple his govern-
ment.

However, during the inter-
rogation with the joint investi-
gation team (JIT) in the jail on
August 26, Khan denied that
the paper he waved at a public
gathering last year was the
cipher. He also admitted to los-
ing the cipher, saying he could-
n’t recall where he kept it.

�)�����
�!�
�����0
��
���
 �
)�&����
���!��
���&��

*��
�

��	��
��������	
�!�+�	���
���������
5��
���5�	�

	0''��!��# !"�'&#�1"'�*�&�� #&��#"�2�
$0&�3"##��'"#4�$"�& �	 %�!��

�)������
�0���0	�8�
���		����
���
��)��
�����&����!88�


.��0��0������������������
����6���

���������������3

����1���������	���
������

&1�	���	

�	�&���	��
�	1���1�����������
���1
��7
&1	��&�&
���1�����

0��
��	�7
1�����.���
1���
�����
�&���	A���1
����
��
�

���&	
���.
���&��

'����������������������*������2���
�>���������������
����������������������������(���������
��������
���������
����0�����
�����
�>����
����0����
��
0�����'%�
�
��.��
��������!����
�� �&?&!'

,-��	�.���������� /����
�

��
��	��
���������� 	���	����
�



DEHRADUN | WEDNESDAY | SEPTEMBER 27, 2023 uttarakhand 10

PNS     JOSHIMATH

Mata Murti Mela held
with gaiety in Badrinath
The Mata Murti Mela was

held ceremoniously in
Badrinath on Tuesday. Ac-
cording to religious traditions,
Uddhav, as the representative
of Lord Badrinath, came out
of the Badrinath Panchayat at
10 AM on Tuesday and was
taken in a palanquin from the
Sinh Dwar towards the Mata
Murti temple in Mana to meet
the mother of Lord Badrinath.

Every year the Mata Murti
fest is celebrated on the occa-
sion of Bhadrapad Baman
Dwadashi. On this occasion,
Lord Badrinath goes to Mana
village near Badrinath to meet
his mother.One day before the
fair, the Kshetrapal of Badri-
nath, Ghanyal Ghantakarn ar-
rives in the Badrinath temple
from Mana to invite Lord
Badrinath to the Mata Murti
temple. After the Bal Bhog at

10 AM on Tuesday, Uddhav
was taken in a procession and
accompanied by the Rawal,
Dharmadhikari, Vedpathis,
temple committee office bear-
ers and others to Mana. The
women in Mana village
dressed in traditional attire
greet Uddhav on the route.
Later, Uddhav met the mother
of Lord Badrinath in the Mata

Murti temple. Rituals includ-
ing Abhishek, ritual worship
and the daytime Bhog was of-
fered in the Mata Murti tem-
ple. The Badrinath temple
remained closed till 3 PM
during the fair. Uddhav was
brought back to the sanctum
sanctorum of Badrinath tem-
ple before 3 PM.

With an aim to promote
cultural awareness

among students, The Asian
School, in collaboration with
the Society for the Promotion
of Indian Classical Music and
Culture Amongst Youth (SPIC
MACAY), organised a lecture-
cum-demonstration on Tues-
day on its premises. Many
artists were present during the
programme. Various cultural
performances were showcased

during the event. Artist Khu-
mukcham Romendro Singh,
along with other artists, pre-
sented a Manipuri stage per-

formance Dhumal, which is
a popular form of Manipuri
dance. Additionally, the
Pung Cholam performance
enlightened the students
about the evolution of Ma-
nipuri dance. Further, the
artists also answered ques-
tions posed by the students.

The programme not only pro-
vided entertainment but also
imparted interesting informa-
tion to the students.

PNS     DEHRADUN

HC asks why illegal mining still
continuing in Suswa river

The Uttarakhand High
Court has directed the

Mining director, secretary
and district magistrate to
appear in court on Novem-
ber 8 in the matter of illegal
mining in the Suswa river
under Bullawala bridge in
Dehradun district. The
court has also directed the
district magistrate to dis-
pose of the plastic waste ac-
cumulated at the site. The
High Court has also sought
an affidavit on the action
taken against the known
mining mafia element in the
area Bharat Narang. The di-
vision bench of chief justice
Vipin Sanghi and justice
Rakesh Thapliyal issued
these directions while hear-
ing a public interest litiga-
tion against illegal mining
in the Suswa river.

The court has also asked
the government why the il-
legal mining has not been
stopped. The court commis-
sioner also submitted his re-
port in the court on

Tuesday. It is stated in the
report that illegal mining is
still continuing near the
bridge due to which the
structure has been dam-
aged. A large quantity of
waste plastic is accumulated
near the bridge, the report
states.

Kotdwar resident Shiv
Singh had filed the PIL in
the High Court stating that
illegall mining is being car-
ried out blatantly in the
Suswa river under the
Bullawala bridge. This may
pose a danger to those living

in the areas adjoining the
river. The petitioner has also
contended that the continu-
ing illegal mining in the
Suswa river has increased
the dangers posed to the
structures of the bridges in
Kudkawala and Bullawala.
Some of the officials have
also expressed concerned
regarding this but the illegal
mining has continued un-
abated. Stating that the
bridge may collapse at any
time if the illegal mining
continues, the petitioner has
sought a stop to the illegal
mining.

Various factors such as
affordability, discounts

and time efficiency are driv-
ing people towards online
shopping. A recent survey
conducted by AC Nielsen
revealed that 81 per cent of
people intend to shift to on-
line shopping, particularly
during the festive season.
Many individuals have
opined that online shopping
is less time-consuming and
requires less effort com-
pared to traditional in-store
purchases. Consequently,
retailers in the city are con-
cerned about the possibility
of lower sales during the fes-
tive season due to the popu-
larity of online shopping.

Commenting on the
growing trend of online
shopping, local resident
Meena Gupta stated that the
trend of online shopping
has significantly increased
among people since the
Covid-19 pandemic. She
personally has been
engaging in online
shopping during fes-
tive seasons for the
past two years and
plans to shop for Di-
wali related items
through online plat-
forms this year. The
online platforms pro-
vide reasonable dis-
counts compared to
purchasing products
in stores, she added. 

Another local resi-
dent Abha Gupta said
"The prevalence of
online shopping has
seen a significant in-
crease among individ-
uals. In today's
fast-paced society,
people prioritise con-
venience and accessi-
bility. Similarly, the
affordability and time
efficiency offered by
online shopping have
prompted me to make
a shift towards this
method. I intend to
purchase essential
items online instead
of visiting physical
stores" 

Further, she em-
phasised that online
shopping provides op-
portunities for dis-
counts and offers,
resulting in cost sav-
ings that are not typi-
cally achieved
through traditional
market shopping.

Electronics shop
owner Ricky Kumar
told this correspon-
dent, “After the out-
break of the Covid-19
pandemic, the sale of

electronic products in the
city market has notably de-
clined, particularly during
the festive season. The in-
creasing popularity of on-
line shopping among
individuals has signifi-
cantly impacted the sales
of stores in the market. In
the festive season, online
platforms provide a sub-
stantial amount of sales
and offers, which ulti-
mately attracts people to-
wards online shopping."

He further stated that
even last year, the sales of
electronic products during
the festive season were low
due to the dominance of on-
line platform

Affordability and time 
efficiency wooing people
towards online shopping

PNS     NAINITAL

Sundarkand recitation and
other activities were held as

part of the 121s Nanda Devi
Mahotsav here on Tuesday.
The eight-day
festival being
organised by
the Shri Ram
Sewak Sabha
is slated to
conclude on
Wednesday.
The idols of
the goddesses
Nanda and
Sunanda will
be taken on a procession of
the city after which they will
be immersed in the Naini lake
today. Meanwhile, devotional
songs were sung and dances
were performed by troupes on
Tuesday. The various activities
in the festival are also being
broadcast on the local televi-
sion channel and social media.
From the live broadcast cell,

talks were given on substance
abuse, Ayushman card and
ABHA identification card by
department officials. Forest

conservator TR Biju Lal spoke
about human-wildlife conflict.
The district Panchayat chair-
person Bela Toliya and senior
superintendent of police
Prahlad Narayan Meena also
expressed their views. During
the evening, the Panch Arti at-
tracted a large number of
devotees.
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Eight-day Nanda Devi 
Mahotsav to conclude today

PNS     NAINITAL

The Asian School hosts lecture-
cum-demonstartion programme 
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From antiquity, Nanda
Devi is being worshiped

in Uttarakhand as a guardian
deity.  The Naina Devi tem-
ple in Nainital is one of the
most revered shrines where
the goddess is venerated by
the devotees
as an incar-
nation of
Nav Durga.
The present
t e m p l e
came up in
1883 after
the old tem-
ple located
near the
Boat House
was flat-
tened in the
devastating
l a n d s l i d e
that oc-
curred in 1880. Since its es-
tablishment, it is being
expanded.  

Now, people in their thou-
sands from across India and
even abroad throng the
shrine to pay obeisance to
the goddess. Currently, the
121st Nanda Devi Mahotsav
is underway and as per the
long-followed traditions,

goddesses Nanda and
Sunanda-two sisters- are
worshipped with religious
fervour and devotion.

Kadli (plantain stems),
bamboo and organic colours
are used for the facial repre-
sentations of the goddesses
Nanda and Sunanda for the
festival. While plantain is
used to craft the outer faces,
bamboo is used to craft the
eyebrows. After being
painted in vibrant, organic
colours, these are adorned
with ornaments like silver-
made crown, gold-made or-
nament for forehead,
earrings and nose ring
among others.  

Thereafter, the idols are
brought to the Naina Devi
temple and ritually installed
and consecrated there. After
being kept in the temple for
the devotees to pay obei-
sance to during the festival,
the representation of the
goddesses are immersed in
Naini Lake following a pro-
cession attended by most of
the townsfolk.

Afzal Fauji
Nainital


