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INDIA CALLS TRUDEAU’S BLUFF

PTI M UNITED NATIONS

ndia on Tuesday asked the

UN member states not to
allow “political convenience” to
determine responses to terror-
ism, extremism and violence, in
a veiled attack on Canada amid
the diplomatic standoff over
the killing of a Khalistani sep-
aratist.

Addressing the 78th UN
General Assembly session here,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar also said respect
for territorial integrity and
non-interference in internal
affairs cannot be “exercises in
cherry picking” as he asserted
that the days when a few
nations set the agenda and
expected others to fall in line
are over.

“We must never again
allow an injustice like vaccine
apartheid to recur. Climate
action too cannot continue to
witness an evasion of historical
responsibilities. The power of
markets should not be utilised
to steer food and energy from
the needy to the wealthy.

“Nor must we countenance
that political convenience
determines responses to terror-
ism, extremism and violence.
Similarly, respect for territori-
al integrity and non-interfer-
ence in internal affairs cannot
be exercises in cherry picking,”
the Minister said, in an appar-
ent reference to the US, which
reportedly provided Canada
with intelligence after the
killing of Sikh separatist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

Jaishankar’s remarks on
the “political convenience”
appears to be directed at

External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar addresses the 78th session of the United Nations General Assembly on
Tuesday

PTI

Canada whose Prime Minister ~ population) and are considered ~ will work only when they apply

Justin Trudeau recently alleged
“potential” involvement of
Indian agents in the killing of
a Khalistani extremist on his
country’s soil on June 18 in
British Columbia, a charge
angrily rejected by New Delhi
as “absurd” and “motivated”.
“They (Canadians) have
made the allegations, they have
taken action on them. To us, it
seems or it appears that these
allegations by the government
of Canada are primarily polit-
ically driven,” External Affairs
Ministry  spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said last week.
Canada has a Sikh popula-
tion of more than 7,70,000
(about 2 per cent of its total

a crucial voting bloc.

“In our deliberations, we
often advocate the promotion
of a rules-based order. From
time to time, respect for the
UN Charter is also invoked.
But for all the talk, it is still a
few nations who shape the
agenda and seek to define the
norms. This cannot go on
indefinitely. Nor will it go
unchallenged,” Jaishankar said
in his address.

He asserted that a “fair,
equitable and democratic
order” will surely emerge, “once
we all put our minds to it. And
for a start, that means ensuring
that rule makers do not subju-
gate rule takers. After all, rules

equally to all”

“Even as we encourage col-
lective endeavours, India seeks
to promote cooperation with
diverse partners. From the era
of non-alignment, we have
now evolved to that of Vishwa
Mitra (a friend to the world).
This is reflected in our ability
and willingness to engage with
a broad range of nations,” he
said, referring to the rapid
growth of the Quad, and
expansion of the BRICS group-
ing.

“All countries pursue their
national interests. We, in India,
have never seen that as being
in contradiction with global
good. When we aspire to be a

leading power, this is not for
self-aggrandisement but to take
on greater responsibility and
make more contributions,” he
added.

Underlining that the world
is witnessing an exceptional
period of turmoil, Jaishankar
said it was with a sense of
exceptional responsibility that
India took up the Presidency of
the G20. “Our vision of ‘One
Earth, One Family, One Future’
sought to focus on the key con-
cerns of the many, not just the
narrow interests of a few;” he
said.

“In the words of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, it
was to bridge divides, disman-
tle barriers and sow seeds of
collaboration that nourish a
world, where unity prevails
over discord and where shared
destiny eclipses isolation. The
New Delhi G20 Leaders’
Declaration articulates our col-
lective ability to do so,” he said.

He said the international
order is diverse and we must
cater for divergences, if not dif-
ferences. “The days when a few
nations set the agenda and
expected others to fall in line
are over, he added.

Jaishankar said that the
African Unions inclusion in the
G20 was a “significant step”

“This significant step in
reform should inspire the
United Nations, a much older
organization, to also make
the  Security Council
contemporary. Broad
representation is a pre-requisite
for both effectiveness and cred-
ibility,” Jaishakar told the
United Nations General
Assembly.

CHINA REFUSES COOPERATION
WITH PAKISTAN UNDER CPEC
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The killing of Khalistani ter-
rorist Hardeep Singh Nijjar
in Canada in June, which trig-
gered a diplomatic row
between India and Ottawa,
was an outcome of internal turf
war between Khalistani groups
patronised by former Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan
and those backed by Pakistan
Army-ISI syndicate.

Canadian Foreign Minister
Melanie Joly has held dia-
logues several times with
Pakistani Army-ISI combine as
also with political leaders dur-
ing the last over four years.

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau shares a close
relationship with Joly who has
been instrumental in shaping
his pro-Khalistan outlook and
anti-India stance.

After his divorce with his
wife in April this year,
Trudeau’s reliance on Joly has
further surged leading to his
hard-hitting outbursts against
India over the killing of Nijjar,

counter-terrorism experts
tracking the Khalistani move-
ment said. In 2018, the
Canadian intelligence agency in
a report warned the
Government over increasing
Khalistani extremism there.
However, the Government
stopped the monitoring of the
Khalistani terror activities from
2019 onwards. The develop-
ment came in the backdrop of
increasing bonhomie between
Joly and the Pakistani politico-
military-ISI complex, they said.
“During the period,
Pakistan’s notorious spy agency
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI)
strengthened its Khalistani
agenda in Canada to the extent
that its operatives were open-
ly invited to the Gurudwara
committee meetings by the
Sikh extremists.
“Simultaneously, the
approach of the Canadian
Government towards the
Khalistanis softened 2019
onwards,” counter-terrorism
and geopolitical analyst Dr
Rituraj Mate told The Pioneer.

The terror groups propped
up by Pakistan in India and
elsewhere receive funding from
the Army-ISI syndicate during
dictatorial regimes in
Islamabad based on loyalty to
the Pakistani military establish-
ment. When a political party is
in power, the terror groups,
including of Khalistani hue, get
funding support from the party
in power, Dr Mate said.

During his stint as Prime
Minister of Pakistan, Imran
Khan supported the Khalistan
Tiger Force headed by Nijjar.

However, the competition
between the terrorist groups for
funding support took an ugly
turn when the Khalistani
groups affiliated with the
Pakistan Army-ISI liquidated
Nijjar at a Gurudwara in British
Columbia on June 18 this year,
he said, adding, turf war
between the terror groups
backed by Pakistan is common
during the threshold of transi-
tion of power between the
army and democratic forces in
Islamabad.

killed in terror crossfire

The relation between India
and Canada took a hit after
Trudeau stated in Parliament
there on September 18 that
Canadian intelligence agen-
cies were “pursuing credible
allegations of a potential link”
between Indian Government
agents and the killing of Nijjar.

“The red flags of increasing
Khalistani extremism were
apparently ignored by the
Indian agencies and papered
over by the Canadian counter-
parts. Indian decision makers
apparently ignored the meet-
ings between Khalistani terror-
ists and ISI operatives in
Gurudwaras in Canada and 80
per cent of online Khalistani
propaganda was being peddled
by Pakistani Muslims.

“Indian decision makers in
Delhi also did not take cogni-
sance of the love-jehad style of
ISI campaign for luring Sikh
youth for radicalising them
for the so-called Khalistani
cause by honey-trapping them,”
another analyst said.
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India canters to Gold

PTI @ HANGZHOU

ndias dressage team can-

tered to its first ever Asian
Games gold and only second
medal in this discipline in the
history of the sport with the
quartet of Sudipti Hajela,
Divyakriti Singh, Vipul Hriday
Chheda and Anush Agarwalla
living up to expectations, here
on Tuesday.

The Indian quartet was
performing well in the selection
trials as their scores either
matched or were better than
the Asian Games medal win-
ners from the previous editions.

It was more about the
colour of medal they would
win and they grabbed the top
place on the podium by aggre-
gating 209.205 percentage
points, leaving behind China
(204.882 per cent) and Hong
Kong (204.852 per cent).

The last time the sport of
equestrian contributed to
India’s Asian Games tally was
in 1986 when the country won
a dressage bronze.

In the 1982 edition in New
Delhi, the Indian team had
grabbed three gold medals in
Eventing and Tent Pegging
competitions.

Raghubir Singh had won a
gold in individual Eventing in
1982 and then added another
yellow metal in Team Eventing
alongside Ghulam Mohammed
Khan, Bishal Singh and Milkha
Singh.

Rupinder Singh Brar won
the third gold medal in individ-
ual Tent Pegging.

In dressage, the horse and
rider are judged on how they
perform a series of move-
ments. Each movement is

the 19th Asian Games in Hangzhou in China on Tuesday
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18th Asian Games

marked out of 10 (from 0 to
10).

Each rider gets an overall
score and from there, a per-
centage is worked out. The
rider with the highest per-
centage is the winner of his
class.

Top three scorers in a team
are counted to determine the
winner.

It was a long and difficult
journey for the Indian team
which has an interesting mix-
ture of riders. All of them left
home at a young age and have
been training in Europe sepa-
rately for the last few years away
from their family.

They took part in the Asian
Games selection trials organ-
ised in Europe by the
Equestrian Federation of India.

Their horses were quaran-
tined in Aachen in Germany
for seven days under strict
rules before they were brought
to China on September 21.

“It is unbelievable to win a
gold here. It is not an easy jour-
ney for any of us. All of us have
gone to Europe at a young age,”
said the 21-year-old Sudipti, the
youngest of the quartet.

“We have worked hard for
many years away from our
families. We have made a lot of
sacrifices;,” said Sudipti, who

hails from Indore.

“All of us stuck together,
shouting and supporting each
other. I was the last to go in the
competition and after a few rid-
ers after me, finally we realised
that Team India has won a gold.
That was a very emotional
moment,” said the 23-year-old
Anush, who left his home in
Kolkata in 2017 to train in
Europe.

“The national anthem was
playing and the national flag
was flying, there was no better
feeling than that. It was all we
had worked for and we realised
our dream. The first gold
medal for India in dressage,’
said Anush. For Divyakriti,
who is hailing from Jaipur, the
achievement was also due to
their horses.

“A big shout out to our
horses also. We are nothing
without them,” she said.

“It has been a long journey
and not an easy one. None of
us thought it (to win gold) but
we gave our hundred per cent
and we did it,” she added.

Sudipti currently trains at
Pamfou in France. She began
horse riding at the age of six as
a hobby but later took it seri-
ously as a sport on the insis-
tence of her father. The name
of her horse is Chinski.

Divyakriti took to horse
riding when she was in the sev-
enth grade at the famous Mayo
College Girls School in Ajmer.

She was the equestrian
captain of her school. She did
her graduation in Delhi’s Jesus
and Mary College. In 2020, she
moved to Europe for training
as equestrian infrastructure is
not the best in India.

Continued on Page 9
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Waheeda Rehman, who
made her debut 68 years
ago and went on to act in cult
classics such as “Pyaasa” and
“Guide”, was on Tuesday named
recipient of the Dadasaheb
Phalke Award, the government’s
highest recognition in the field
of cinema.

“I am doubly happy because
it is Dev Anand’s birthday. I
think ‘taufa unko milna tha,
mujhe mil gaya, Rehman told
PTI on the birth centenary of her
frequent collaborator.

Union  Minister for
Information and Broadcasting
Anurag Thakur made the
announcement on X.

“I feel an immense sense of
happiness and honour in
announcing that Waheeda
Rehman ji is being bestowed
with the prestigious Dadasaheb
Phalke Lifetime Achievement
Award this year for her stellar
contribution to Indian Cinema,’
Thakur wrote on the microblog-
ging site.

The award for the year 2021
will be presented during the
69th National Film awards cer-
emony.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi congratulated the veteran
actor on being named for the
honour.

“Delighted that Waheeda
Rehman ji has been honored
with the Dadasaheb Phalke
Lifetime Achievement Award.
Her journey in Indian cinema
has left an indelible mark. A bea-
con of talent, dedication and
grace, she embodies the best of
our cinematic heritage.
Congratulations to her;” the
prime minister said on X.

The five-member jury com-
prised Rehman’s close friend
and last year’s Dadasaheb award
winner Asha Parekh, actors
Chiranjeevi, Paresh Rawal and
Prosenjit Chatterjee as well as
filmmaker Shekhar Kapur.

Regarded as one of the finest
actors of the country, Rehman,
also an  accomplished
Bharatanatyam dancer, made
her debut in Hindi cinema with
Guru Dutts “CID” opposite Dev
Anand.

After that dazzling begin-
ning came a string of arthouse
and mainstream films, the actor
comfortably straddling the twin
worlds of “Kaagaz ke Phool” and
“Ram aur Shyam”.

The remarkable career span-
ning more than six decades and
90 films in different languages
saw her segue from black and
white to colour, and from lead
roles to character cameos.

Some of her most memo-
rable performances were with
Guru Dutt — “Pyaasa’, “Kaagaz
Ke Phool”, “Sahib Bibi aur
Ghulam” and “Chaudhvin Ka
Chand”. With Dev Anand came
the much loved “Guide” and
“Prem Pujari” The filmography
includes “Khamoshi”, “Kabhi
Kabhie”, “Reshma Aur Shera’,
which got her the National
Award, and “Trishul”.

Remembering Dev Anand,
Rehman, who has earlier won
the Padma Shri and the Padma
Bhushan, said it is a double cel-
ebration.

“It is very wonderful that his
celebration is going on and I get
this honour. I am really happy
and grateful to the government
that they chose me for this hon-
our. So, it is a combination and
celebration of this and Dev
sahab’s 100th birth anniversary;’
she added.

Born in Chennai, Rehman
made her acting debut with the
1955 Telugu films “Rojulu

Maraayi” and “Jayasimha”.

“At a time when the historic
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam
has been passed by Parliament,
her being awarded with this
lifetime achievement award is a
fitting tribute to one of the lead-
ingladies of Indian Cinema and
one who has dedicated her life
after films to philanthropy and
the greater good of society. I con-
gratulate her and humbly pay my
regards to her rich body of work
that is an intrinsic part of our
film history;” Thakur said in his
post on X.

Rehman, who now lives in
Bengaluru, has become selective
in her film choices. In the 1990s
and 2000s, she starred in char-
acter roles in “Lamhe”,
“Chandni” “Rang De Basanti”
and “Delhi-6”.

Rehman is also associated
with bringing to life some of
Hindi films most popular songs
— “Kahin pe nigahen, kahin pe
nishana” (“CID”), “Aaj phir jeena
ki tamanna hai” and “Piya tose
naina lage re” (“Guide”), “Luka
chhuppi” (“Rang De Basanti”
and “Genda phool” (“Delhi-6”).

Her most recent film appear-
ance was in 2021’s “Skater Girl’,
a coming-of-age sports drama.

Aaj phir jeene ki tamanna hai

Born in Chennai to a
Deccani Muslim family,
Waheeda never aspired to be an
actor but knew she wanted to
make people “laugh and cry”.

She wanted to be a doctor
but ended up on the silver screen
instead, an actor who began
with Telugu cinema and went on
to rule the Hindi film industry,
slipping in and out of arthouse
and mainstream cinema and
staying relevant as movies
evolved from black-and-white to
colour.

“I wanted to become a doc-
tor, because in those days for
Muslim families medicine was
the only respectable profession,”
the actor recalled in a Tweak
India interview two years ago.

Art, culture and dance inter-
ested her since she was a child.
And with the support of her
father, an IAS officer, she was
able to pursue her dream of
learning Bharatanatyam and
then making a career in the
movies.

“I used to make faces look-
ing in the mirror. When my
father asked why do I do this, I
said T want to make people laugh
and cry? she said in the inter-
view.



@ the pioneer

LUCKNOW | WEDNESDAY | SEPTEMBER 27, 2023

UP ATS arrests man
on charge of spying
for Pakistan’s ISI

PTI W LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh’s Anti
Terrorist Squad (ATS) on
Tuesday arrested a man for
allegedly being involved in
spying for Pakistani intelli-
gence agency ISI. Shailesh
Kumar Singh alias Shailendra
Singh Chauhan, a resident of
Patiyali in Kasganj, had worked
as a temporary labourer in the
Indian Army in Arunachal
Pradesh for about nine
months, according to an offi-
cial statement issued here.

It is alleged that he passed
on information about the army
related to the location and
movement of vehicles and sent
photographs to his ISI han-
dlers. Singh was called to the
ATS headquarters in Lucknow
for interrogation, where he
was formally arrested and will
be produced before the court,
Special DG (Law and Order)
Prashant Kumar said in the
statement. It claimed the ATS
team, with physical and elec-
tronic surveillance, confirmed
that Singh shared informa-
tion related to the Army
through WhatsApp and
Facebook.

“Singh had worked as a
temporary labourer in the
army in Arunachal Pradesh for
about nine months, due to

which he has important infor-
mation related to the army;” the
statement said.

He is not working in any
role in the army at present, but
his social media profile stated
that he was working in the
army. He had also posted his
picture in the army uniform in
his profile under the name
Shailendra Singh Chauhan, it
said. Singh came in contact
with a woman named Harleen
Kaur, who was working for the
ISI with a fake identity, through
Facebook and she started talk-
ing to him on messenger,
according to the statement.

Meanwhile, Singh also
started talking to another ISI
handler Preeti through audio
calls on WhatsApp. He intro-
duced himself to Preeti as an
army soldier, the statement
added. Singh used to pass on
army information related to
location and the movement of
vehicles and sent photographs
to Preeti in exchange for
money, it further said.

According to the state-
ment, Preeti and Kaur are ISI
handlers with fake identities.
They used to obtain informa-
tion related to the army from
across the border and provide
it to the ISI. The ATS will seek
his remand to interrogate him
further.

Contractual employee

of LLDA ends life

PNS B LUCKNOW

Acontractual employee of the
Lucknow Development
Authority (LDA) ended his life
at his house in Cantonment
police station area on the inter-
vening night of Monday and
Tuesday allegedly after being
reprimanded by his seniors.

The deceased’s family
alleged that Santosh Kumar (45)
of Hata Ramdas in the area
hanged himself after being
rebuked by LDA Vice-
Chairman Indramani Tripathi at
the office on Monday.

Santosh’s son Aditya gave a
complaint in writing to the
Cantonment police on Tuesday
evening. His widow said that
Santosh had not been keeping
mentally well for the past 10
days. “When I asked him, he told
me that the LDA VC had repri-
manded him and threatened to
sack him. My husband had
been working for a long time
and there was not a single alle-
gation against him. He was
appreciated for his work in the
past but with the change of
guard in the LDA, he was being
bullied by seniors. He did not
have lunch on Monday; she stat-
ed. She alleged that Santosh had
told her on Monday evening that
he was abused and insulted by
the LDA VC.

Santosh’s colleague Hem
Chandra Tiwari alleged, “We are
outsourced employees and get

paid only Rs 10-15 thousand
every month. The LDA VC
wanted to remove us and was
exploiting us”

The family of the deceased
staged a protest, demanding
justice. They said Santosh was
the sole breadwinner.

“My children are still
minors. The government should
take strict action against the cul-
prits,” the deceased’s wife said.
Santosh is survived by his wife,
daughter, son and mother.

However, the LDA admin-
istration refuted the allegation,
claiming that Santosh was
accused of accepting bribe. The
LDA administration also
extended condolence to the
family of the deceased.

“Santosh was a computer
operator working on outsourc-
ing at counter number 9 on the
ground floor of the LDA build-
ing. His work was to make
challans,” LDA officials said.
The body of a man was recov-
ered from a concrete drain
cover slab in Bijnor police sta-
tion area on Tuesday. The fam-
ily of the deceased suspected the
role of a friend and other
unidentified accused even as
police sent the body for autop-
sy and started further investiga-
tion. Preliminary investigation
revealed that Ram Prasad (35)
of Chaudhary Mohalla in the
area left the house to visit a fare
in the locality on Monday
evening but did not return. His

wife Gayatri, along with other
villagers, went out to search for
him after waiting overnight,
but in vain. On Tuesday morn-
ing, some of the villagers spot-
ted Ram Prasad lying dead and
informed her. She reached the
scene and identified the
deceased as her husband.

She alleged that Ram Prasad
was killed by Mukesh of
Rahimabad and latter’s aides.
“We have no enmity with any-
one except Mukesh. It appears
that Mukesh met him at the fare
and befriended him. Later, he
and his aides killed my husband
and dumped his body,” she
alleged.

Meanwhile, an elderly cou-
ple were thrashed allegedly by
their daughter-in-law and her
brothers-in-law at the latter’s
house in Kakori on Monday
afternoon. Reports said Shrawan
Sharma of Auras in Unnao,
along with his wife, had gone to
meet their 2-year-old grandson,
who had suffered injuries after
falling at the staircase at his
maternal uncles house in Kakori.

It was alleged that the cou-
ples daughter-in-law and her
brothers (Ravi, Rahul and
Bauwa) abused them and
thrashed them on being con-
fronted. “They beat us with
sticks and kicked us too. We
somehow fled the scene and
saved our lives” the couple
alleged. An FIR was registered
in this connection.
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Ex-student s

PNS B LUCKNOW

former student intruded
his alma mater in Banthra
while stalking a Dalit girl,
sending the school administra-
tion into a tizzy on Monday.
On the complaint of the
girl’s brother, police registered
a case under relevant sections
of the IPC and also booked the
accused under the SC/ST Act.
The accused entered the
school while wearing the uni-
form and misbehaved with the
said girl student on September

25. Tt was alleged that the

ta

accused had abused the girl on
September 23 when she was
getting out of the school after
it gave over. The girl ignored his
act and reached her home
where she narrated the incident
to her parents. The family also
decided to ignore the incident
fearing social disgrace.
However, it emboldened
the accused, who made up his
mind to meet the girl inside the
school and speak to her. He
donned the school’s uniform,
carried a bag and entered the
school while riding a scooty. As
he was in uniform, he was not

king girl enters school

stopped by the staff.

As he reached her class-
room, the girl and other stu-
dents informed the class
teacher, who immediately alert-
ed the principal. The school
administration later asked the
peon to lock the gate and
search the accused.

As students started assem-
bling there, the accused pan-
icked and fled the school by
scaling the boundary wall,
abandoning the scooty and
bag. The police impounded the
scooty and the bag and started
further investigation.

Woman, kin held for murder

PNS B LUCKNOW

woman, her parents and

brother were arrested on
Tuesday for allegedly murder-
ing their neighbour in the
name of saving family honour’
in Maharajganj.

A heavy police force was
deployed in the village after
local residents protested against
the murder. While the woman’s
family belongs to an upper
caste, the victim was from a
backward caste. The police
identified the deceased as Sunil
Sharma (35), a businessman
and son of a former village
pradhan.

An FIR has been lodged
against seven people, including
the Manorama Giri (28), her
parents Virendra Giri and
Shakuntala Giri, brother
Yashwant Giri alias Munna,
elder sister Kanchanlata and
her husband and a local resi-
dent Akash Patel, accusing
them of murder and criminal
conspiracy. Police said Sharma
was in a relationship with

Manorama for the last eight
years but she wanted to snap
ties with him since her mar-
riage was fixed. However,
Sharma was unwilling, follow-
ing which the accused killed
him. According to the police,
the victims father, Rajendra
Prasad Sharma, informed them
on Monday that his son did not
return home at night and he
suspected that Manorama’s
family had detained him at
their residence.

When the police reached
Manorama’s house, her family
members staged a protest and
did not allow police to enter the
house. Additional force was
summoned after which the
police officers searched the
house and found a body. The
victim’s hands were tied with a
rope. The body was sent for
autopsy. The local residents
soon staged a protest and
gheraoed the house of the
accused. The situation was
controlled after police officials
assured the villagers of strict
action against the accused.

Sharma’s father alleged that
Manorama called his son to her
house and when he reached
there, she and her family mem-
bers killed him. “We have
arrested the woman, her par-
ents and brother. Raids are on
to trace the other accused,” a
police officer said.

Meanwhile, an eight-year-
old Dalit girl was allegedly
raped by an unidentified man
in a village in Mathura when
she was returning home from
arelative’s place, police said on
Tuesday. The incident took
place at 8:30 pm on Sunday in
the Mahavan police station
area, they said.

According to a police com-
plaint lodged by the girl’s father,
she had gone to the relative’s
place in their village on Sunday.
When she was returning home,
an unidentified man lured her
to a secluded place on the pre-
text of giving her a toffee and
raped her before fleeing,
Additional Superintendent of
Police, (Rural) Trigun Bisen
said.

Tourism:

PNS B LUCKNOW

The state capital is all set to
witness an increase in the
flow of tourists with the formal
inauguration of sanctum sanc-
torum of Ram Mandir at
Ayodhya scheduled for January
next year. Tour operators of the
city say that the influx of
tourists has already increased
and is set to go further up from
January onwards.

Chairman of Indian
Association of Tour Operators
Prateek Hira says Lucknow
happens to be the gateway city
for Ayodhya and will remain so
for quite some time.

“This is because even if the
airport is there at Ayodhya, it
will not start having flights
from everywhere. In addition,
the Lucknow airport is in for an
expansion where Terminal-3 is
coming up, and so the main
airport will always be
Lucknow’s. Besides, it is only
one-and-a-half hours drive
from Ayodhya, which is a fair-

Ayodhya

ly good opportunity for both
the destinations to come up
together. Tourists will arrive in
Lucknow and also try to see the
contrasting things which they
have heard about in Lucknow,’
he said.

The other good point is
that there is another religious
destination called
‘Naimisharanya Mishra’ close
to Lucknow which is popular
with south Indians.

“If tourists are going to
both the places, Lucknow is
very strategically located in
between, with one-and-a-half
hours to Ayodhya and one-
and-a-half  hours to
Naimisharanya. It is all set to
gain,” he explained.

In terms of accommoda-
tion, he said: Naimisharanya
has nothing while Ayodhya
has very limited accommoda-
tion as of now, and the new
accommodations will take time
to come up. As of now, what-
ever events take place in
Ayodhya, the accommodations

hype is Lko’s gain

get full. Apart from this, peo-
ple with affordability plan to
stay in Lucknow. Also, Ayodhya
is lacking in terms of a day
activity because visitors just go
and see the temple and there is
not much to do. Things will
come up but it will take time,
which is advantage Lucknow;’
he added.

Hira said that the domes-
tic tourists in Lucknow have
increased manifold because of
the Ayodhya hype.

“Everyone wants to go to
Ayodhya. Something similar
happened when the Kashi
Vishwanath Corridor came up
and Varanasi experienced foot-
fall, which was beyond anyoneé’s
imagination,” he pointed out.

He said that the develop-
ment of one place in tourism
gives a boost to the entire
region. “If it is Ayodhya, it is
not only Ayodhya but the
places that surround it. For
example, there is a place called
Chhapiya just 40 minutes
ahead of Ayodhya. It is the

birthplace of Swami Narayan,
who is revered in Gujarat. It
will also attract tourists,” he
said.

He added that every tourist
arriving in Lucknow is asking
for Ayodhya. “Any conference
of corporates witnesses an
excursion to Ayodhya, which
remains in focus. The curiosi-
ty which has been created has
aroused interest in both young
and old alike,” he added

Hira said that Lucknow
hotels are already expanding
for the great demand in the
market. He said that the World
Cup cricket matches in
October are also attracting
tourists and that the hotels are
heavily booked.

“The cricket stadium has
brought in tourists and the film
policy of the state has led to
increased film shootings,” he
pointed out. He said that the
connectivity has increased at
the Lucknow airport as inter-
national destinations add on
and tourists flow in.

NISHAD party’s
Fb page hacked

Lucknow (PTI): The Facebook
page of the NISHAD party has
been hacked and its name
changed to ‘Nishad Party (The
Show Travel) by the hackers. An
FIR has been registered in the
matter, according to police. The
hackers also changed the display
picture of the page and accord-
ing to a post shared on
September 19, it has been
rebranded with a “new look and
name’.

NISHAD party president
Sanjay Nishad registered a com-
plaint at Gutampalli police sta-
tion here on September 25 alleg-
ing that his party’s Facebook
page had been hacked. Based on
his complaint, an FIR was reg-
istered under relevant sections
of the IT Act, police said on
Tuesday. In his complaint,
Nishad said attempts to recov-
er the Facebook page, @nishad-
party4u, have failed and the link
to the party’s website has also
been replaced. Police said an
investigation has been launched
into the matter.
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NOTICE

| have changed my name from
Muzna Parveen Ansari to
Muzna Parveen W/o Aziz Tariq
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Varanasi 221001.
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NOTICE

15448687-M Sepoy Gurjar
Ravindra Singh Vill-Nagal
Durgasi Tehsil-Hindaun City
Dist-Karauli State(Rajasthan)
Pin-322252 hereby declare
that my mother name and
Date of Birth wrongly entered
in my service as Ramdeai
Devi and Date of Birth
02.07.1965 instead of correct
name Ramdei and Date of
Birth 01.01.1965.

NOTICE

| have changed my name from
Aziz Tariq Ansari to Aziz Tariq
S/o Abdul Azim Ansari R/o,
B16/28, Pandey Haweli
Varanasi 221001.

NOTICE

| have lost my original Lease
deed No 958 S.No 959 dated
21/07/1971, of my house
Number 441 B-Block Panki
Kanpur Nagar nearby B-Block
Panki, use of same will be
illegal. Nishank Khare

NOTICE

| have changed my name from
Dharmendra Kumar to
Dharmendra Sharma, in future
I will be known as Dharmendra
Sharma. Dharmendra Sharma
son of Indrapal Kesharkheda
Chitwania Shivli Rae Bareli.

NOTICE

15448687-M Sepoy Gurjar
Ravindra Singh Vill-Nagal
Durgasi Tehsil-Hindaun City
Dist-Karauli State(Rajasthan)
Pin-322252 hereby declare
that my father name and Date
of Birth wrongly entered in my
service as Gurjar Himmat
Singh and Date of Birth
01.05.1960 instead of correct
name Himmat Singh and Date
of Birth 01.01.1966.

NOTICE

The last page of the original
copy of the deed of my
factory dated 2.12.2004, the
same number one, volume
3574 number 8782, s
actually lost somewhere.
Whose use is considered
illegal. Sajan Kumar Goyal
Firm: Govind Rice Mill and Cold
Storage Private Limited Roza-
Shahjahanpur.
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INSPECTION

President of North Eastern
Railway Women Welfare
Organisation, Lucknow, Ruby
Rai on Tuesday inspected
Shishu Vihar (créche) located
in the DRM office in Lucknow.
She inquired about the facilities
available in the créche. She was
all praise for the female work-
ers in the créche and reward-
ed them.

WORLD PHARMACY DAY
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World Pharmacy Day was
organised by HIPR, a con-
stituent institute of the
Himalayan = Group of
Institutions, Bakshi-Ka-Talab,
on September 25 and 26.
Students of the institution par-
ticipated in various competi-
tions like debate, poster-mak-
ing, rangoli, and pharmacy
quiz. On Tuesday, all the stu-
dents participated in ‘Organ
Donation - Maha Daan. An
awareness rally was organised
from the college premises to
Bakshi pond.

CLEAN WATER DAY

The Lucknow division of
North-Eastern Railway on
Tuesday celebrated ‘Clean
Water Day' at Lucknow
Junction, Gorakhpur Junction,

Gonda Junction, Khalilabad,
Basti, Lucknow  City,
Mankapur, Aishbagh,
Badshahnagar and Sitapur
under Swachhta Pakhwada-
2023. The programme was
organised under the guidance
of Divisional Railway Manager
Aditya Kumar. Officials
reviewed the availability of
drinking water, hydrants, water
coolers, water supply in passen-
ger waiting rooms, rest rooms
and toilets on all the platforms
of the stations and the water
tanks installed in station offices
and railway colonies. A Hindi
note and draft-writing com-
petition was organised on
Tuesday and a huge number of
employees of all the depart-
ments participated in it. The
programme was held under
‘Hindi Fortnight’ being cele-
brated from September 14 to
28.

SEMINAR

The department of bio-
engineering, womens griev-
ance cell, and women study
centre of Integral University, in
collaboration with
International Society for
Medical Food & Nutrition,
KGMU, organised an interna-
tional seminar on ‘Lifestyle
diseases: Working women’s
health priorities and interven-
tions’ September 23. The sem-
inar highlighted the impor-
tance of personal well-being of
working women. The speakers
addressed mental health issues,
musculoskeletal problems,
nutritional needs, and healthy
practices.

Analytical Toxicology Lab
in KGMU first of its kind

PNS B LUCKNOW

The forensic department of
King George’s Medical
University has started an
Analytical Toxicology Lab,
which is the first of its kind in
the northern region of the coun-
try, according to Dr Shiuli
Rathore.

“This lab carries out the
clinical management of patients
while the other labs on toxicol-
ogy set up in the state are for
research purpose. Patients with
poisoning were being managed
on the basis of symptoms alone
previously, but now we are car-
rying out the tests for some
kinds of poisons whose samples
are sent to us. We test them and
help them find out what toxins
the patients have taken,” she said.
She added that in this way they
confirm what the doctors may
be suspecting the patients have
taken, and then they go ahead
with the treatment.”

She said they are testing for
pesticide poisoning and over-
dose of some drugs.

“For example, a person has
had an overdose of sleeping pills
and is unconscious and one is
suspecting this on the basis of
the symptoms, but one does not
know. The blood samples, urine
samples, etc are sent to us and

we test them and confirm the
presence of the sleeping pills,
she said.

She added that there are
very limited labs for such test-
ing in the country, with one
being at Cochin.

She further said that this is
a new lab but they would like to
extend the number of drugs they
are testing.

“There are a lot of queries
for the testing of heavy metal
poisoning. This heavy metal
poisoning can occur because of
traditional medicines. Also, lead
poisoning happens through
water contamination. These are
chronic poisoning cases and
we are planning to cover them
too in future,” she said.

She added that she got the
idea of setting of the lab after she
did a course in Chennai on a
similar kind of lab and was
encouraged by the head of the
department. She said they get
the maximum samples from
the medicine department.

Dr Rathore said they are
also planning to start a Poison
Information Centre in a couple
of months. “It will be a call cen-
tre open to the general public.
There will be a toll-free number
using which people can make a
query regarding any kind of poi-
son,” she said.

CCSIA to add direct flight
to Muscat from Oct 1

Lucknow (PNS): The
Chaudhary Charan Singh
International Airport (CCSIA)
will soon be adding a direct
flight to Muscat from October
1. The flight will be operated by
Oman Air.

“Oman Air will be operat-
ing the Lucknow-Muscat flight
with Boeing 737 aircraft having
a capacity of around 162 pas-
sengers. With this new non-
stop flight, the number of
international flights from
CCSIA will go up to 20 per day
from 18 earlier. At present,
Muscat is connected to
Lucknow by Salam Air. Oman
Air will be the second airline
connecting Muscat to the cap-
ital city. The airport has added
six international arrivals and
departures recently. All of them
are operated by Indigo Airlines
to Abu Dhabi, Dammam and

Dubai,” CCSIA spokesperson
said.

The daily non-stop flight
from Lucknow to Muscat will
depart at 21:00 hours and
Muscat-Abu Dhabi to Lucknow
flight will arrive at 19:50 hours.

At present, CCSIA man-
ages an average of 17,700 pas-
sengers per day and operates
around 125 flights per day. In
the first quarter of 2023-24,
CCSIA recorded nearly 1.55
million passenger movements.

Dubai, Muscat and Riyad
held the spot as the top three
international destinations from
Lucknow, whereas Delhi,
Mumbai and Bengaluru were
the top three domestic destina-
tions. CCSIA currently acts as
a gateway to 25 domestic and
eight international destinations
for passengers from Lucknow
and its surrounding areas.

CDRI CELEBRATES CSIR FOUNDATION DAY

Lucknow (PNS): The Central Drug Research Institute (CDRI)
celebrated the 82nd Foundation Day of Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR) with an ‘Open Day’ event, welcom-
ing school and college students from across the region, includ-
ing Sultanpur, Hardoi, Rae Bareli, Unnao, Kanpur and Lucknow.
This commemorative event, held on Tuesday, was a testament
to CSIR’s pivotal role in advancing scientific research and inno-
vation across the country. The ‘Open Day’ provided an oppor-
tunity for students to delve into the world of science and inno-
vation. The event featured a wide array of activities and attrac-
tions designed to spark curiosity and inspire young minds.

UP Tourism stall gets Gold Award

Lucknow (PNS): The recently-concluded UP International Trade
Show at Greater Noida bore witness to an exceptional turnout
of visitors at the Uttar Pradesh Tourism stall, which clinched the
Gold Award for being the most visited stall. The stall captivat-
ed the imagination of attendees at the trade show. Visitors were
welcomed with an array of travel guides and intriguing litera-
ture showcasing the rich expanse of Uttar Pradesh’s cultural her-
itage and picturesque destinations. The 'piéce de résistance' of
the UP Tourism stall was the virtual reality (VR) zone. Within
a specially designed dome, attendees were transported into the
vibrant world of Uttar Pradesh, immersing themselves in breath-
taking 3D visuals that depicted the state’s culture, traditions, and

stunning landscapes.
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CM to tech institutes:
courses, embrace mo

PNS B LUCKNOW

Chief Minister  Yogi
Adityanath, on Tuesday,
emphasised the need for tech-
nical institutes to leave the old
programmes and embrace
modern ones, saying, “Today is
the time of technology; it can
be used for nation-building and
public welfare”

Inaugurating a new admin-
istrative building equipped
with state-of-the-art facilities
and built at a cost of Rs 12 crore
at Madan Mohan Malviya
Technological University in
Gorakhpur, the chief minister
said, “Till 2017, there were only
two cyber police stations in
Uttar Pradesh. However, there
is now a cyber police station
and a cyber help desk in each
district of the state. Due to this,
cybercrime has been signifi-
cantly reduced”

The chief minister said
that it was the responsibility of
universities and technical insti-
tutes to enter into memoran-
dum of understanding (MoUs)
with cyber stations for techni-
cal cooperation. In this regard,
the Gorakhpur Zone police
have taken a proactive step by
signing an MoU with Madan
Mohan Malviya University, he
added.

Highlighting that the coun-
try’s largest data centre was in
Uttar Pradesh, the chief min-
ister said that the state’s tech-
nical institutes should establish
connections with it.

“Prior to 2017, Uttar
Pradesh was at number 14 in
ease of doing business, but
significant improvements were
made through the introduction
of the Nivesh Mitra single-win-
dow portal. In addition, the

Shun old
ern ones

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath going around an exhibition at Madan Mohan Malviya Technological University in Gorakhpur
on Tuesday

administrative system was
compelled to put the reforms
into effect by utilising technol-
ogy more effectively. As a
result, UP now ranks second in
the country in ease of doing
business,” he pointed out.

Yogi Adityanath asserted
that digital payment has revo-
lutionised the life of every cit-
izen by bringing a corruption-
free system. Uttar Pradesh,
with the largest youth popula-
tion in the country, has seen its
young citizens benefit
immensely from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visionary Digital India initia-
tive, he remarked.

He highlighted that

schemes such as PM Startup,
PM Mudra, One District, One
Product, and Mukhyamatri
Swarozgar have brought about
substantial changes in the lives
of state’s youth.

Moreover, he noted, these
government schemes are now
efficiently reaching the people
of Uttar Pradesh through tech-
nology.

The chief minister said
that an International Trade
Show was held in Greater
Noida from September 21 to
25, drawing the participation of
buyers and over 2,000
exhibitors from Uttar Pradesh.
This event showcased the state’s
innovation and potential to

the world. Additionally, the
trade show’s success was evi-
dent as approximately four
lakh individuals visited and
shopped at the event.

Chief Minister Yogi also
stressed the importance of
aligning research efforts with
the needs of society, emphasis-
ing the positive outcomes that
such an approach can yield.

Member of Parliament
Ravi Kishan Shukla, district
panchayat chairperson Sadhna
Singh, Mayor Dr Manglesh
Srivastava, Vice-Chancellor Jai
Prakash Pandey, MLA Fateh
Bahadur Singh, Bipin Singh
and other dignitaries were pre-
sent in the programme.

BJP plans to
woo OBCis

Lucknow (PNS): The Bharatiya
Janata Party has unveiled an
ambitious plan to integrate
2,00,000 individuals from the
Other Backward Classes (OBC)
into its fold.

The initiative kicked off on
Tuesday with a training pro-
gramme inaugurated at the
BJP state headquarters.

Utilising the power of social
media, the BJP aims to reach
2,00,000 OBC individuals who
will undergo training to
become active members of the
party. This initiative is spear-
headed by the BJP OBC
Morcha, the party’s OBC wing.

Through social media plat-
forms, the BJP intends to
engage with individuals from
the previous generation and
communicate its message effec-
tively. The OBC Morcha will
conduct training workshops
on social media strategies in
every district with dedicated
teams formed for this purpose.
These teams, operating at the
block level, will ensure the dis-
semination of the government’s
initiatives and work targeting
the backward classes at both the
central and state levels. Each
assembly constituency will also
see the formation of teams
comprising equal numbers of
previous-generation and cur-
rent-generation party workers.

A significant focus will be
placed on the 79 major OBC
sub-castes during the team for-
mation process. These teams
will actively engage with the
public in preparation for
upcoming elections, becoming
the driving force behind elec-
tion campaigns and promo-
tions. This initiative by the BJP
seeks to empower and train
active workers and leaders from
the backward classes, ensuring
their participation in handling
in entirety the Lok Sabha elec-
tion campaigns.
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Muslims not strangers
to RSS, says Bhagwat

PNS B LUCKNOW

uring his four-day visit to

Lucknow, Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh chief
Mohan Bhagwat delivered a
pivotal message centered on
unity and inclusivity, tran-
scending the traditional
boundaries of the organisation.

Addressing a gathering of
RSS members and supporters,
Bhagwat made a striking state-
ment, “Muslims are not
strangers to our RSS organisa-
tion. Those who oppose us are
also part of us. The RSS should
not be concerned about dam-
age from the opposition.”

This statement carries pro-
found implications, emphasis-
ing the willingness of RSS to
engage with individuals of
varying beliefs and perspec-
tives.

In an effort to actualise this
vision of inclusivity, Bhagwat
stressed the importance of
reaching out to those who
oppose the RSS ideology and
fostering open dialogues.

He envisioned a society
where all segments come
together, transcending differ-
ences, including professionals
such as doctors, teachers, mil-
itary officers, lawyers and free-
dom fighters, all working in
harmony to advance the RSS
mission. Furthermore, Bhagwat
underscored the RSS initiative
to bridge gaps with individuals
holding opposing political ide-
ologies. He extended the organ-
isation’s hand even to those
affiliated with parties like the
Samajwadi Party, Bahujan
Samaj Party or the Indian
National Congress), suggesting
a commitment to national

unity that transcends party
lines. This statement by the RSS
chief signifies a momentous
step toward fostering unity
and cooperation among diverse
segments of society, even
amidst differing viewpoints. It
reflects a broader societal shift
towards inclusivity and dia-
logue, which is critical in a
diverse and democratic nation
like India.

“Bhagwat’s message in
Lucknow underscores the RSS
willingness to evolve and
engage with a changing India,
fostering a sense of unity that
transcends ideological and
political divides. As the nation
watches and assesses this new
direction, it offers a glimmer of
hope for a more harmonious
future,” said Nomita P Kumar
from the Giri Institute of
Development Studies.

UP govt to launch seaplane service

Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar
Pradesh government is plan-
ning to launch a seaplane ser-
vice with the aim of boosting
tourism while simultaneously
executing the plan to establish
an ‘Inland Waterways
Authority’ in the state to facil-
itate the seaplane service. A sea-
plane is an aircraft designed to
take off and land on water.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
launched the country’s first
seaplane service in Gujarat in
2020.

According to a state gov-
ernment spokesman, a presen-
tation on the proposed seaplane
service was given in a meeting
chaired by Chief Secretary
Durga Shanker Mishra.
Officials from departments

such as Tourism and Irrigation
were also present in the
meeting.

“We are planning to launch
a seaplane service with an ini-
tial estimated investment of Rs
2,000 crore in a public-private
partnership mode. A presenta-
tion on this matter was made to
the chief secretary by officials
from the Tourism department,’
said Tourism and Culture
Minister Jaiveer Singh.

The proposal aims to con-
nect important religious and
cultural cities in Uttar Pradesh
such as Varanasi, Prayagraj,
Ayodhya and Mathura, as well
as all the Char Dhams
-Yamunotri, Gangotri,
Kedarnath and Badrinath -in
Uttarakhand through 20-seater

and 10-seater seaplane ser-
vices. Initially, the service may
be launched with six seaplanes.

According to the minister,
the seaplanes will use existing
helipads for take-off and land-
ing, and they will also take off
from land and water where
available, in the form of rivers,
canals and lakes. “A helipad will
also be built in Haridwar in
Uttarakhand on land owned by
the Uttar Pradesh’s Irrigation
department,” he said.

The minister said that once
launched, the service would
provide a significant boost to
domestic and foreign tourism
in the state and help tourists
save a lot of time as they would
be able to cover more tourist
destinations in less time.

Rahul likely to visit Ayodhya
for darshan of Ram L.alla

PNS B LUCKNOW

With Uttar Pradesh
Congress president Ajay
Rai taking up ‘soft Hindutva’
agenda to check polarisation in
favour of Bharatiya Janata
Party, now former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi is
likely to visit Ram Lalla’s tem-
ple in Ayodhya soon.

This possibility came to
light by the secret visit of
Rahul Gandhi’s chief advisor
and Rajiv Gandhi Foundation
chief executive officer Vijay
Mahajan to Ayodhya on
Monday. During the visit,
Mahajan, along with some
selected saints, met Acharya
Satyendradas, the chief archa-
ka of Ram Janmabhoomi, at his
Satyadham ashram at
Ramghat. Along with Mahajan,
two-three more important
members of Rahul Gandhi’s
team were also present during
the meeting.

Sources said that during
the meeting with Acharya
Satyendradas, Mahajan sought
guidance from him for the
Congress leadership. The
sources confirmed that
Acharya Satyendradas advised

/

Mahajan to develop collective
leadership at the top level in
Congress and avoid negative
attitude towards Ram temple
and Sanatan culture.

Meanwhile, both sides
seemed to agree on the fact
that Congress has been repre-
senting the soul of the country
under the patronage of leaders
like Mahatma Gandhi and
Vinoba Bhave.

After a successful and cor-
dial meeting of half an hour
with Acharya Satyendradas,
Mabhajan, while returning, also
touched the mind of the chief
priest of Ram Janmabhoomi by
saying that Rahul Gandhi
would come to Ayodhya very

soon and have darshan of Ram
Lalla and seek his blessings.

Among the other selected
saints whom Mahajan met
during his visit to Ayodhya
included Mahant Janmejay
Sharan of Janki Ghat Bada
Sthan. Regarding his meet-
ing, Mahajan said that this visit
was purely religious and
should not be linked with pol-
itics. As far as the possibility of
Rahul Gandhi coming to
Ayodhya and having darshan
of Ram Lalla, there was no hes-
itation in it, he said.

“Not only Rahul, anyone
has the right to come to
Ayodhya, have darshan of Ram
Lalla and Bajrangbali and wor-
ship the sacred Saryu,” he
added. Mahajan also met
Mahant Maniramdas associat-
ed with Hanuman Garhi dur-
ing the Ayodhya visit. He said,
“Irrespective of whether Rahul
Gandhi’s possible visit to
Ayodhya should be linked to
politics or not, it cannot be
denied that if Rahul Gandhi
visits Ram Lalla, it will be a
strong answer to those people
who run their shops by
terming Rahul Gandhi as anti-
Hindu.”

SP joins protest against suspension of licence

Irani lashes
out at Cong

PTI B AMETHI

The row over the suspension
of licence of Sanjay Gandhi
Hospital, run by a trust head-
ed by Sonia Gandhi, intensified
on Tuesday with SP joining the
Congress’ protest here and
Union minister and local MP
Smriti Irani lashing out at
them. Over 400 employees
have also started an indefinite
dharna at the hospital gate
against the state government’s
decision.

The licence was suspended
on September 17 following the
death of a woman patient who
was admitted there for a minor
operation on September 14.
Her husband has alleged that
she was given an overdose of
anaesthesia, which worsened
her condition and ultimately
led to her death. Samajwadi
Party district chief Ram Udit
Yadav joined the dharna by the
Congress members at the office
of the Chief Medical Officer,
around 12 km from the hospi-
tal. Congress’ former MLC
Deepak Singh said he will con-

tinue his “Satyagraha” till ser-
vices are resumed in the hos-
pital and facilities at other gov-
ernment hospitals in the dis-
trict are improved.

As the issue took a politi-
cal turn, Union minister and
Amethi MP Smriti Irani
attacked the Congress, saying
instead of supporting the fam-
ily of the deceased, the oppo-
sition party was “crying over
the loss of their profits”.

“A woman dies because of
hospital arrangements. Instead
of supporting the family of the
deceased woman and taking
any action against those who
killed a patient, Congress is
crying over the loss of their
profits. “Is the life of an ordi-
nary citizen of Amethi worth
nothing?” Irani, who is MP
from Amethi, said in Lucknow
while replying to queries from
reporters on the issue.

Amid protest by hospital
workers, President of Sanjay
Gandhi Hospital Employees
Union Sanjay Singh alleged
that the hospital has been
closed due to “political jeal-
ousy”.

“More than 400 employees
and doctors work in the hospi-
tal. Due to the closure of the
hospital, all of them became
unemployed and everyone was

L

Union minister Smriti Irani giving appoint
Indira Gandhi Pratishthan in Lucknow on Tuesday
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facing a crisis of livelihood,” he
said. Singh said that about 800
patients used to come to this
hospital for treatment every
day.

“Not only from Amethi,
patients from Sultanpur,
Pratapgarh, Rae Bareli and
Barabanki used to come here
and now everyone is worried,”
he said, adding that the protest
will continue until the hospital
services are restored. The hos-
pital is run by the Sanjay
Gandhi Memorial Trust, Delhi.
Its chairperson is former
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi while her son and

party leader Rahul Gandhi is a
member.

BJP MP Varun Gandhi
and Congress state president
Ajay Rai had written separate
letters to Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak
and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath respectively,
requesting them to reconsider
the decision. Irani had defeat-
ed former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi in Amethi, con-
sidered the pocket borough of
his family, in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls.

Meanwhile, the license of
the private Janata hospital here

was also suspended on Monday
evening and its OPD services
stopped for alleged negligence
that led to the death of a preg-
nant woman.

Chief Medical Officer
Anshuman Singh said Ram
Kumar Pandey, the father-in-
law of the deceased woman,
had filed a complaint with the
police and the health depart-
ment demanding action against
the doctors and staff of the hos-
pital for alleged negligence.

A team of three doctors led
by Additional CMO Ram
Prasad had conducted a probe
in which negligence of the
hospital was found and its
licence was suspended.

Pandey, in his complaint,
alleged that his daughter-in-law
Suman was due to deliver on
September 15 for which she
was taken to Janta Hospital.

A doctor, who was present
during the checkup, advised a
cesarean operation and the
woman was operated on the
same day. However, after about
one-and-a-half hours, when
her condition deteriorated, she
was referred to a private hos-
pital in Lucknow. On reaching
there, the doctors told them
that Suman had already died,
Pandey alleged in his com-
plaint.

2 booked for
threatening to
Kill religious
preacher

Bareilly (PTI): Two men, one
of them husband of the head of
Bhandsar village, were booked
for posting indecent remarks
about Hindu groups on a
WhatsApp group and threat-
ening to kill Pandit Dhirendra
Shastri, police said on Tuesday.

According to police,
Nanhe, the husband of Nargis,
village pradhan of Bhandsar
village, had on Monday post-
ed some remarks on a
WhatsApp group and also
threatened to kill Dhirendra
Shastri, a preacher more pop-
ularly known as Bageshwar
Baba.

After the post went into
circulation, some Hindu
organisations approached the
police and filed a complaint.

Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Mukesh Kumar Mishra
said that a case was registered
against Nanhe and Pankaj
Rathore at Hafizganj Police
Station for making the remarks
remarks. Pankaj Rathore has
been detained, while Nanhe is
absconding, he said.

Police have sent the mobile
phone and laptop of Pankaj to
the cyber cell for examination.

Parties associated with BJP have
no place in INDIA bloc: Akhilesh

PNS B LUCKNOW

amajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav said that

there was no place in the oppo-
sition INDIA bloc for any polit-
ical party which in the past had
close association with the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

Akhilesh Yadav said this in
response to speculations over
Bahujan Samaj Party being
included in the INDIA bloc.

In an apparent jibe at the
UP Congress leadership for
claiming that they were prepar-
ing to contest all 80 Lok Sabha
seats in Uttar Pradesh, Akhilesh
said, “Why only 80? They may
contest many more seats across
the country. The Congress
deserves to decide how many
seats they want to contest, but
when it comes to the INDIA
bloc, the decision will be taken
by the Congress national lead-
ership. When discussions are
being held at the national level,
then such questions should not
come up. Such questions not
only spread confusion but also
create a rift in the alliance”

The SP president was hope-
ful that the INDIA coalition
would win the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections. “The public will come

in support of INDIA and it will
win. Also, the BJP will suffer its
worst defeat in Uttar Pradesh,”
he said.

Akhilesh Yadav also
attacked the BJP government in
the state over the murder of a
doctor in Sultanpur, allegedly by
a cousin of the district president
of the Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha, over a property relat-
ed dispute. The SP chief said:
“Bulldozer’s steering is in the
BJP hands. Whenever any BJP
person is at fault, then the bull-
dozer’s keys get misplaced.
Wherever there are murders
over land disputes, the BJP’s
people are involved”

Akhilesh Yadav added that
he attempted to visit the slain
doctor Ghanshyam Tiwari’s
family but the police did not
allow him citing law and order
issue. Akhilesh was in Sultanpur
on Monday to express condo-
lences to the family of former SP
MLA Abrar Ahmed, who died
of ill-health in August.

Meanwhile, the Samajwadi
Party has criticised the removal
of the statue of its founder
Mulayam Singh Yadav from
near the office of Hardoi Nagar
Palika Parishad.

The six-foot statue of

Mulayam Singh Yadav was
installed at the party’s district
office, allegedly without prior
permission, and it was removed
after a notice from the Nagar
Palika Parishad.

The statue was installed on
a platform at the SP office near
the Nagar Palika Parishad office
by party’s Hardoi district pres-
ident Virendra Yadav.

Taking note, the civic body
issued a notice to Yadav on
September 23 and also pasted it
at the entrance of the SP office.

According to the notice, the
party was given 24 hours to take
down the statue as it could not
be installed without permission
of the competent authority.

Terming the action as “arbi-
trary” and “condemnable”,
Virendra Yadav said the party
members had collected Rs 10
lakh for the statue.

“The administration got it
removed after pressuring us.
After the notice was issued, we
took down the statue on our
own on September 23,” he said.

The Nagar Palika Parishad
official said that the statue was
installed without permission
and unauthorised construction
- a hall and a room -was also
done.

Siblings attacked

with acid at home

Lucknow (PTT): A 22-year old
woman and her minor broth-
er were attacked with acid in
their sleep in Bareilly on
Tuesday, police said. The con-
dition of the woman and her
17-year-old brother, a Class 11
student, is critical and they have
been admitted to a private
hospital in the city, they said.

Police said two persons
have been detained in connec-
tion with the attack and are
being interrogated. The inci-
dent happened here in an area
under the Izzatnagar Police
Station. SP (City) Rahul Bhati
said that at around 3 am, when
the siblings were sleeping in
their room, some person stole
into the house and poured
acid on them. He said the pre-
liminary inquiry has revealed
the attackers knew the woman,
who is preparing for medical
entrance exam.

Meanwhile, three people
were killed in a head-on colli-
sion between two trucks on
Ayodhya road in Amethi,
police said on Tuesday. The
accident took place on Monday
night in which Manoj Kumar
Mishra (35), driver of one of
the trucks, Pradeep Kumar
Chaubey (47) and Sunil Kumar
(22) were Kkilled, SHO,
Jagdishpur police station,
Rakesh Kumar said.

MotoGP makes record
business of ¥93.3 bn

PNS B LUCKNOW

ore than one lakh people

from India and around
the world attended the MotoGP
at the Greater Noida-based
Buddh International Circuit as
this much-anticipated event
made a record business of Euro
106 million (Rs 93,376,460,000).

“As per available informa-
tion, intense economic activities
took place during the three-day
event, leading to the business of
a whopping Rs 93.3 billion,” a
government spokesman said
here on Tuesday.

During the MotoGP, in the
Moto 2 and Moto 3 races held at
the Buddh International Circuit
from September 22 to 24, 82 rid-
ers from 41 teams took part.
More than one lakh visitors
experienced the thrill of the
high-profile race. “The one lakh
visitors included around 10,000
to 15,000 foreign visitors,” the
official said.

There was a huge crowd on
all days between September 22
and 24. Most visitors were pre-
sent on the day of the final race
in which Marco Bezzecchi won.
Around 50,000 visitors wit-
nessed the exciting race and

Coming to India again in 2024: Carmelo

Lucknow (PNS): After the successful hosting of MotoGP Bharat
at Buddha International Circuit in Greater Noida, the Yogi
Adityanath government has actively started preparations to
organise it in 2024, MotoGP promoter-company Dorna Sports
has confirmed. During his meeting with Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Carmelo Ezpeleta, the CEO of Dorna Sports,
expressed his gratitude to the chief minister for the administra-
tive support provided for hosting the MotoGP race.

He emphasised that the riders participating in the event had
given positive feedback regarding the track and its technical spec-
ifications at the Buddh International Circuit. Carmelo also said
that BIC was looking forward to coming to India again for
MotoGP 2024, adding “we are excited about it”. The company
representatives also discussed the economic impact of MotoGP
Bharat in Uttar Pradesh. He presented a helmet to Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath as a token of appreciation. It was signed by all
22 riders, and was later signed by both Carmelo and the CM.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
present the trophy to Marco
Bezzecchi. On the second day,
nearly 30,000 visitors watched
the race, while on the first day
around 15,000 attended the race.

According to available infor-
mation, during this global event,
economic activities worth Rs
93.3 billion were carried out
through various means. This
includes a significant invest-
ment of Rs 50 crore in track
development and basic infra-

structure.

Notably, the benefits of these
economic activities have been
seen in various sectors in Greater
Noida, including the hotel indus-
try, restaurants, transportation,
and hospitality, among others.

“The far-reaching conse-
quences of this event are yet to
be seen, as many major brands
are considering expanding their
investments in Uttar Pradesh fol-
lowing Chief Minister Yogi’s
appeal,” the official said.
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Youth killed by brother

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B KANPUR

Ayouth shot his younger
brother dead when the lat-

ter was sleeping on the rooftop
in Parampurwa locality in the
Juhi police station area on
Tuesday morning. After taking
the body into possession the
police started a probe in the
matter. A team was deputed to
nail the absconding assailant.
The cause of the incident will
be ascertained after the arrest
of the accused and the firearm
used in committing the crime.
The kin alleged that Arzoo shot
his younger brother Adnan
dead when the latter was fast
asleep on the rooftop on
Tuesday morning. DCP
(South) Ravindra Kumar,
ADCP (East) Ankita Sharma
and ACP Santosh Singh along
with forensic team rushed to
the spot and carried out inves-
tigation. According to reports,
Azmat Khan of Parampurwa,
Juhi, runs a grocery shop near
his house. His family consists
of wife Kismtun Nisha and four
sons Arzoo, Irfan, Faisal,
Adnan (20) and a daughter
Ramsa. Youngest son Adnan
was employed in a medical
store near Juhi canal and
preparing for BPharma course.
On Tuesday morning when his
mother came down to offer
namaz, Arzoo reached the

rooftop and shot Adnan dead.
DCP (South) said the elder
brother had criminal ante-
cedants and jobless. Younger
brother used to often ask him
to do something and con-
tribute in meeting expenses of
the family. On Monday night
also both had a debate on this
issue. Thereafter Arzoo shot
Adnan dead when the latter
was sleeping on the rooftop.
The body was sent for autop-
sy. A probe was on in the mat-
ter, he said.

SUICIDE: Following love
affair with a girl, a medicine
company employee committed
suicide by hanging himself in
the Barra police station area.
The police along with forensic
team rushed to the spot and
carried out a probe in the mat-
ter. At the time of incident, as
earphone was found plugged in
the ears it was suspected that he
committed suicide after being
upset during talk with his girl-
friend. Mohit Pal (24) of Nai
Basti, Barra, was employed in
a medicine company and lived
with mother Vidya Devi and
father Sripal. Kin informed
that after dinner on Monday
night all went to sleep and
Mohit kept talking on his
mobile phone till late at night.
On Tuesday morning when he
failed to come out of his room
his mother rushed there to call

him. On failing to get any
response Vidya Devi suspect-
ed some wrong, peeped
through the window and found
him hanging. Kin denied of
having any information about
the incident. SHO Suryabali
Pandey said as the deceased
had the earphone plugged in
his ears, it was suspected that
he committed suicide following
love affair with a girl. After
examining details of his mobile
phone, exact cause of the inci-
dent would be ascertained, he
said. In another incident, a man
was found hanging from a tree
near Dadhapur village,
Nainpur turn, under Rajpur
police station area of Kanpur
Dehat on Monday night. The
police carried out investigations
and sent the body for autopsy.
Udai Narain alias Chhunnu
(40) of Dadhapur village had
gone towards the fields on
Monday evening where he
hanged himself from a tree
which led to his killing. On fail-
ing to return home till late at
night family members traced
him and found him hanging
from the tree. On information
on Dial 112, sub-inspector
Ram Shanker Pal from Rajpur
police station rushed to spot
and after investigation, sent the
body for autopsy. He said the
cause of incident could not be
ascertained.

Cultural evening orgamsed at NTPC Rihand

.:“

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE Bl VARANASI

n the occasion of Ganesh

Utsav, a cultural evening
was recently organised at
Tarang auditorium, NTPC
Rihand in Sonbhadra district.
The programme was inaugu-
rated by Vartika Mahila
Mandal Samiti President Maya
Singh, General Manager (Area)
Alok Kumar, General Manager
(E&M) Randhir Singh and
Project Officer MK Lal along
with Chief General Manager
(Rihand) Sanjeev Kumar as
the chief guest by lighting a
lamp. Addressing the people
present Sanjeev Kumar said a
cultural evening has been
organised for the people of
Rihand on the holy festival of
Ganesh Utsav. He said that

‘iﬁ{‘

NTPC Rihand organises such
cultural programmes several
times a year to maintain work
life balance of the employees.
The cultural evening started
with the Ganesh Vandana. After
that Saregamapa fame artiste
Aishwarya Pandit captivated
everyone with her mesmerising
voice and made everyone dance

with her melodious voice. The
comedian who came to the pro-
gramme made everyone laugh
a lot with his jokes. Singer
Aishwarya Pandit was wel-
comed and felicitated by project
head (Rihand) Sanjeev Kumar
and chairperson of Vartika
committee Maya Singh by pre-
senting a bouquet.

NSI signs MoU with

Pagnlsm Innovatlons

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B KANPUR

The National Sugar Institute
(NSI) signed an MoU with
Pagnism Innovations Pvt. Ltd,
Sangli, Maharashtra, a start-up
company with an aim to create
awareness and providing nec-
essary technical assistance for
production of green hydrogen
in sugar factories. The onus of
this project has been placed on
NSI and the initial pilot plant
scale trials for producing green
hydrogen from compressed
bio-gas have yielded satisfacto-
ry results. Director of the insti-
tute Prof Narendra Mohan said
the process is having methane
content of 92 per cent or more
in a fluidised bed reactor to
obtain green hydrogen. He said
the process also involved steps
for cooling and scrubbing of
gas. He said during the initial
trials on compressed biogas as
obtained from sugar factories,
NSI could achieve a yield of 25
per cent green hydrogen and 75
per cent carbon black. While
green hydrogen about which
everyone was talking about as
a fuel for future, the carbon
black was also a value-added
product which has high
demand in tyre, paint, rubber,
cosmetic and toner industry.
Dr Mahesh Pagnis,
Director, Pagnis Innovations
Pvt Ltd said the NSI was work-
ing on economics but looking to
revenues from carbon black, the
cost of production of hydrogen
was going to reduce and NSI
was going to help in developing
a model suiting sugar industry
environment. Mohan said the
two organisations will conduct
live demonstration of the tech-
nology at the institute in

December this year before the
sugar industry personnel.

Prof Mohan said sugarcane
had been cultivated for human
and animal consumption for
centuries and in recent years,
its potential was being increas-
ingly exploited for its immense
agro-industrial value. He said
the world sugarcane produc-
tion had more than 500 years
of history and integrated the
agricultural activities of grow-
ing, harvesting and transporta-
tion of sugarcane with indus-
trial production in sugar mills
and integrated industries viz.
ethanol, power, feed, paper,
board and bio-based products.
Sugar industry and sugar crops
are a potential source of renew-
able energy, bio-fuels, bio-elec-
tricity and bio-materials, as
well as a food crop and widely
recognised as a source of rural
livelihoods and socio-ecogreen
hydrogen was a clean energy
source produced through the
electrolysis of water using
renewable energy sources such
as wind, solar, and hydro power.
He said it had the potential to
become a key player in the tran-
sition to a carbon-free econo-
my and can help mitigate cli-
mate change. He said the pri-
mary reason for developing green
hydrogen was to reduce green-
house gas emissions and miti-
gate climate change.

He said the use of fossil fuels
for transportation and electric-
ity generation was a major con-
tributor to global emissions. He
said green hydrogen, produced
from renewable sources, emit-
ted zero greenhouse gases, mak-
ing it a sustainable and environ-
mentally friendly energy
source.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B KANPUR

The 138th Board meeting of
Kanpur Development
Authority (KDA) was held
here on Tuesday. It was chaired
by Divisional Commissioner
Amit Gupta.

Vice-Chairman of KDA
Vishakh G Iyer along with
other senior officers was also
present. Later, talking to medi-
apersons, Iyer said during
the meeting members dis-
cussed about the massive
publicity of the Transit
Oriented Development
(TOD) scheme after the
launch of Metro Rail in the
city. It aimed at extending
maximum benefits to the
house and plot owners.

He said the KDA would
soon start seeking sugges-
tions/objections from people
likely to be covered under
the scheme. With the launch
of the scheme, houses con-

state 04
KDA Board meeting held

Divisional Commissioner Amit Gupta chairing the KDA Board meeting on Tuesday

structed within 500 metres
dimension on both sides of
the metro route could be
used for commercial activi-
ties. Besides, heights (floor
area ratio) of these houses
falling under the TOD zone
could also be increased. The
board has approved the move
of seeking suggestions/objec-
tions from people in this

respect at its meeting on
Tuesday. He said in order to fix
the mixed land use, the scheme
would be divided into two
parts. In class I there would be
plots of up to one hectare
allowing the mixed land use
while in class II, plots of above
one hectare would be allowed
for the mixed land use accord-
ing to FAR norms, he added.

2 die in mishap
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B KANPUR

wo bike-borne friends were

killed while another was
injured when a speeding peb-
ble-laden trailer knocked them
down near Matehana village on
Bachhrawan-Maurawan road
in Unnao on Monday night. All
the three were returning from
a ‘nautanki’ show in Mainahar
Katra village of Rae Bareli
around 2 am. Trailer driver
escaped leaving his vehicle on
the spot. On information police
took all the three injured to the
CHC where two of them were
declared dead. After first aid,
the third youth was taken
home by his family. Rambabu
alias Lala Lodhi (30) of
Ramkishan Kheda village along
with friends Amarlal (18) and
Shyamu (30) had gone to see a
‘nautanki’ Around 2 am, when
they were going to see anoth-
er nautanki show being held in
Hilauli village, the mishap took
place which led to the killing of
Rambabu and Amarlal, while
Shyamu sustained minor
injury. Station House Officer
(SHO) Bhavan Singh Maurya
said the trailer had been
impounded.
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of receipt of the said notice.

CAN FIN HOMES LTD.

63/3, Ground Floor, Potdar Tower, Mall Road,

Kanpur (UP) - Mob: 7625079219
r@canfinhomes.com
CIN: L85110LA198TPL0008599

POSSESSION NOTICE [(Rule 8 (1)]

The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Can Fin Homes Ltd. under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security InterestAct 2002 and in exercise of the powers
under the said Act and Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a demand notice on the below
mentioned dates calling upon the following borrower{s)/co-borrowers/guarantors to repay the amount
mentioned in the notice with further interest at contractual rates till date of realization within 60 days from the date

E-mail: kanpui

The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general
that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below, against each borrower, in
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest
Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on dates mentioned hereinafter.

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Sl Name of
No.| Borrower/Guarantor

Description of Property

Date of
Demand
Notice

Outstanding
Amount

Date of
Possession

1 |Borrower: Mr.
Yogendra Nath
Srivastava Sfo Late
P.5.. Srivastava
Co-Borrower- Sudha
Srivastava

Area: 83.61 Sq.mtr. Pvt Plot No. 30,
Fart of Arazi No.- 1811, Manjhanwan,
Kanpur Nagar, U.P.-209214, Bounded
on the: East: Pvt. Plot No. 29, West:
Pvt. Plot No. 31, North: Pvt. Plot No.
27, South: 20.00 ft road.

15.06.2023

8,63,133.00

23.09.2023

2 | Borrower: Mr. Mohit
Savita S/o Parasu
Ram Savita
Co-borrower- Sarla
Guarantor- Rajesh
Kumar Sharma

Area: 41.81 Sq.mtr. Pvi Plot No. 63,
Part of Arazi No.- 276, Kapili, Kanpur
Nagar, U.P-209306, Bounded on the:
East: Remaining Part of Plot No.- 63,
West: Pvt. Plot No. 37, North: Pvt. Plot
No. 64, South: 13.00ftroad

05.07.2023

14,93,227.00

26.09.2023

3 |Borrower: Mr. Saroj
Jaiswal S/o Ramesh
Jaiswal
Co-Borrower- Kavita
Jaiswal

Guarantor- Udit

Area: 41.80 Sq.mtr. Pvt PlotNo. 12 M,
Part of Arazi No.- 150/1 Min,, Satabari,
Kanpur Nagar, U.P-208001, Bounded
on the: East: 4.57 Mir. Wide Kachcha
Road, West: Other Arazi, North: Pvt.
Plot No. 12 L, South: House on Pwt
PlotNo. 12N

05.07.2023

15,01,755.00

23.09.2023

Vice—Chancellor of
Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj
University (CSJMU) Prof Vinay
Pathak while addressing pressper-
sons on Tuesday informed that the
38th convocation of the varsity will
be held on September 28 in the Rani
Laxmibai auditorium. He said the
convocation will be presided over by
Governor Anandi Ban Patel and the
chief guest will be founder Honey
Bee Padmashree Prof Anil Kumar
Gupta and guest of honour will be
UP Minister of Higher Education,
Science and Technology, Electronics
and Information Technology,
Yogendra Upadhyay along with UP
Minister of State for Higher
Education Rajini Tiwari. Ten build-
ings will also be dedicated during the
convocation. He said all the degrees
which will be given to the students
will be uploaded on the DigiLocker
immediately. He said the varsity had
decided to sign an MoU with Nepal
Sanskrit University. He said the
university had signed another MoU
with IIT-K for internship. He said
the varsity has won award for adopt-
ing 100 TB paediatric patients and

the

thus it had also decided to select
another 100 such children soon.
Informing about the convocation, he
said a total of 98 medals will be given
to the outstanding students of the
varsity. He said this year the
Chancellor’s Gold Medal was being
shared by two students. He said sim-
ilarly two silver and two bronze
medals will be given to the outstand-
ing students. He said there were 29
Chancellor’s bronze medals. Besides
12 Vice-Chancellor’s Gold medal will
be given to as many students. He said
the sponsored Gold Medals totalled
53 this year. Prof Pathak said that this
year a total of 23 PhD degrees will
be conferred.

WORKSHOP: Napier grass is
mainly used as a fodder crop. It is
used as feed to the cattle directly or
it can also be made as hay or even
silage. Napier plant plays a major role
in the production of biomass which
referred to the increase in the
amount of organic matter and was
the addition of organic matter in a
given area or population. Biomass
was considered renewable energy
because it replenished as plants and
animals grew. Noted scientist of the
Chandra Shekhar Azad University of

CSJMU convocation tomorrow

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W KANPUR Agriculture and Technology, Dr
Vinay Kumar while addressing the
closing function of the seven-day
workshop on “Fodder availability
round the year”
informed that green fodder was an
economic source of nutrients for
dairy animals. He said it was high-
ly palatable and digestible and the
microorganisms present in green
fodder helped in improving
digestibility of crop residues under
mixed feeding system. He said it also
helped in maintaining good health
and improving breeding efficiency
of animals. He said increased use of
green fodder in the ration of animals
may reduce cost of milk production.
He emphasised on
reduce the gap between demand and
availability of green fodder and said
there was a need to improve green
fodder yield through enhanced use
of improved fodder seeds. He said
green fodder is an economic source
of nutrients for the dairy animals. Dr
Kumar said the farmers need to fol-
low recommended package of prac-
tices for fodder cultivation such as
land preparation, timely sowing,
fertiliser application, irrigation, weed
and pest control.

on Tuesday

the need to

T-K announces b

ateral

research partnership to
develop 6G enabling techs

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B KANPUR

he Indian Institute of

Technology, Kanpur (IIT-
K) has announced a bilateral
research partnership to devel-
op 6G enabling technologies
that impact future wireless
standards with InterDigital,
Inc. (Nasdaq: IDCC), a mobile
and video technology research
and development company. As
part of the partnership,
InterDigital will sponsor
research and innovation at II'T-
K in advancing Extreme
MIMO  (Multiple-Input,
Multiple-Output) systems to
achieve higher spectrum effi-
ciency and larger network cov-
erage required for 6G network
deployments. These advance-
ments are critical for enabling
6G networks to scale and meet
increased bandwidth and cov-
erage demands of advanced
applications such as metaverse,
holographic communications,
and digital twins.

Prof S Ganesh, officiating
Director, IIT Kanpur said,
“The partnership comes at an
opportune moment when India
has released the Bharat 6G
Vision Document and has laid
the foundation to becoming a
world leader in 6G technology
and has launched the 6G R&D
Test Bed. The academia has a
major role to play both in
terms of advanced research
leading to 6G standardisation
as well as developing technol-
ogy components of the 6G”

This partnership is aligned
with the growing collaboration
between India and the United
States around 6G research and
standardisation and follows a
joint statement between the
two countries at the recently-
concluded G20 summit. The
statement highlights the impor-
tance of joint research and
development in 6G technolo-
gies and also acknowledges
IIT Kanpur as a key collabora-
tor. Milind Kulkarni, VP and
Head of Wireless Labs,
InterDigital said “We are proud
to formalise our partnership
with IIT-K to explore and
expand our expertise in the

advanced technologies that will
define our 6G future” He fur-
ther added that “Collaboration
adds fuel to our innovation and
InterDigital’s commitment to
collaborating with world-lead-
ing universities and institutions
across India will positively
impact our shared contribu-
tions to wireless standards bod-
ies like 3GPP and TSDSI”

InterDigital maintains a
long heritage of technology
innovation and collaboration
and recognizes India’s leader-
ship and significance in the
global 6G wireless research
and standards ecosystem. Most
recently, India has displayed its
influential contributions to
global wireless evolution
through the publication of the
Bharat 6G Vision document,
the launch of India’s 6G
research and development test
bed, and the visionary 6G stan-
dards being collaborated upon
by Telecommunications
Standards Development
Society, India (TSDI) and other
global standards organisations.

In addition to leading 6G
road mapping efforts around
the globe, InterDigital has a
history of partnership in
India spanning a decade,
including collaborative
research on cellular modem
and IoT design centers. In
2021, InterDigital became a
member of TSDSI to support
the development of India’s
wireless and video markets,
the region’s upgrades to 5G
and beyond, and migration to
high-definition mobile video.

It may be mentioned here
that InterDigital develops
mobile and video techindus-
try’s most critical and com-
plex technical challenges,
inventing solutions for more
efficient broadband networks,
better video delivery, and rich-
er multimedia experiences
years ahead of market deploy-
ment.

InterDigital has licenses
and strategic relationships with
many of the world’s leading
technology = companies.
Founded in 1972, InterDigital
is listed on Nasdagq.

4 |Borrower: Mr.
Ashvani Bajpeyi Sio
Late Badri Prasad
Bajpai

Co- Borrower- Smt.
Sameeksha Bajpai
Guarantor- Pawan
Kumar Tiwari

Area: 37.62 Sq.mtr. Pvi Plot No. 42,
Part of Arazi No.-
Kanpur Nagar, U.P-208011, Bounded
on the: East: Open Plot, West: 6.09
Mtr Wide Kachcha Road, North: Open
Plots, South: Open Land

- [15.06.2023
385, Satabari,

14,29,603.00

23.09.2023

5 |Borrower: Mrs,
Neetu Mishra Wio
Pradeep Mishra
Co-borrower-
Pradeep Mishra
Guarantor-
Kumar

Rishi

Area: 48.331 Sg.mtr. Pvi Plot No. 28,
Part of Arazi No.- 53 Min., Satabari,
KanpurNagar, U.P.-208001,
Bounded on the: East: Plot No. 28-B
(Open Plot), West: 7.62 Mtr. Kachcha
Road, North: 6.10 Mir Kachcha Road,
South: Plot No. 29 (Open Plot)

05.07.2023

09,62,595.00

23.09.2023

occasion,

6 |Borrower: Smt. Gita
DeviW/o Ram Naresh
Co-borrower- Ram
Naresh
Guarantor-
Kumar Soni

Rajan

Area: 52.68 Sq.mtr. Pvt Plot No. 15,
Part of Arazi No.- 1499 (part), Phase-3,
Rajendrapuram Avas Yojna, mauja -
Boodhpur, Machhariya Kanpur Nagar
UP - 208021, Bounded on the: East:
6.00 Ft. Road, West: Other Arazi,
North: Plot No. 16, South: Plot No. 15-
A

05.07.2023

1,58,528.00

26.09.2023

7 |Borrower: Mr. Amit
Kumar Srivastava
S/o Raja Ram
Srivastava
Co-Borrower- Munni
Devi

Guarantor- Sitoo
Kumar Srivastava

208021,

Area: 83.61 Sq.mtr. Pvt Plot No. 113-
A, Part of Arazi No.- 447, Phase-3,
mauja - Arra, Kanpur Nagar UP -

Bounded on the: East: Plot No. 112,
West: Plot No. 113, North: Pvt plot of
Arazi, South: 4.50 M. Road

05.07.2023

18,23,013.00

26.09.2023

8 | Borrower: Mr. Akash
Tiwari Slo Shri Shiv
Prakash Tiwari
Co-borrower- Mamta
Tiwari
Guarantor-
Pandey

Ankit
PlotNo. 69

Area: 92.88 Sq.mtr. Pvt Plot No. 70,
Part of Arazi No.- 219/2 Min, Pipauri,
Kanpur Nagar UP - 208021, Bounded
on the: East: House on Pyt. Plot No.
18 (Nankari), West: 6.09 Mtr. Wide
Road, North; Other Arazi, South: Pvt.

05.07.2023

10,09,843.00

26.09.2023

Date: 26.09.2023
Place: Kanpur

The borrower's attention is invted to provisions of sub-sec ion (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time
available, lo redeem the secured assets. The borrowe s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned
not to deal with the p operty and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of CFHL for the amount
mentioned against each property along with further interest thereon fill the date of realisation.

Authorised Officer,
CAN FIN HOMES LTD.

Sd/-

World Pharmacists
Day held in BLW

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE I VARANASI

The World Pharmacists Day was organised at
Central Hospital in Banaras Locomotive
Works (BLW) on Monday. The chief guest of the
programme was Principal Chief Medical Officer
(PCMO) Dr Devesh Kumar. Speaking on the
Additional
Superintendent Dr Sunil Kumar said that the
contribution of pharma-
cists in the field of med- - ==
ical services is invaluable. - 3
Along with medicines, =
pharmacists take care of

the patients with their

love and pleasant behav-

iour, he added. The event was presided over by
Somnath Hembram, Chief Pharmacist, who
resolved to promote the importance of pharma-
cists through the event and spoke on the impor-
tant role of education and unique contribution
in the field of pharmacy. Public Relations Officer
(PRO) Rajesh Kumar, Member, Staff’s Council
Naveen Sinha and others were also present as
special guests in the programme and they hon-
oured the pharmacists by giving them angvas-
trum, The programme was conducted by
Anurag Jaiswal. He said that we appreciate and
recognise the vital contribution of all pharma-
cists and their vital role in healthcare delivery.
Pharmacists Rajendra Prasad, Antony Singh,
Lokpati Shukla, Baban Prasad, Amit Dubey, UD
Tiwari, Arun Maurya, Tapan Mandal, Shivendra,
Naval, Jitendra Kumar, Atul Sahu, Vidyakant
Kushwaha, Brijesh Patel, Niteshwar, Saroj and
others were also present.

Chief Medical

TG $owai

-

Progress in works reviewed

CORRESPONDENT M MIRZAPUR

Divisional Commissioner
Dr Muthukumarasamy B
while reviewing the progress in
construction works related to
the medical college on Monday
warned the working agency to
remove the shortcomings in a
proper way otherwise remain
prepared to face the music.
Principal Medical College Dr
RB Kamal said most of the
shortcomings which had come
to notice during the last visit of
the DC had been removed
however for some more time of
two-three months was needed.
He said for the new construc-
tion at women hospital the old
building was yet to be demol-
ished and the work was to be
started shortly. About further
requirement the principal
apprised that the correspon-
dence was being done for more
hostel rooms for students in
view of the increasing strength
of students and for nursing
school the land was being
searched. The DC directed the
principal to ensure availability
of facility like ICCU in the
medical college and facilities
should be enhanced as per the
norms of the medical college.
The working agencies were

directed to maintain quality.
The meeting was conducted by
Joint Development
Commissioner Suresh Chandra
Mishra and attended by work-
ing agencies along with the
other officials concerned.
DIRECTIVE: District
Magistrate Priyanka Niranjan
while presiding over a meeting
at the Collectorate on Monday
appealed to the people to
observe the birth anniversary
of the Father of the Nation,
Mahatma Gandhi and former
Prime Minister, Lal Bahadur
Shastri with enthusiasm. She
said all the programmes sched-
uled for October 2 should to be
completed in a proper manner.
The officials concerned were
directed to make all arrange-
ments in advance and ensure
success at any cost. Additional
District Magistrate
(ADM/Finance and Revenue)
Shiv Pratap Shukla said the
‘prabhat pheri’ of school stu-
dents was to be taken out at 6
am singing Gandhi’s favourite
‘bhajan. He said a marathon
race was to be conducted by the
sports officer for which the
chief medical officer was
directed to arrange an ambu-
lance equipped with medical
facilities. The DIOS was direct-

ed to hold speech competition
in a college and make arrange-
ments to give prizes to the par-
ticipants. As per the finalised
programne the garlanding of
Gandhi’s statue at Gandhighat,
Shaheed Udyan and BL]J Inter
College was to be done at 8 am.
On the day the responsibility
for fruit distribution at the
hospitals was given to the
social organisations and busi-
nessmen. The Information
department was asked to
arrange an exhibition based on
the life of Gandhi and Shastri.
All EOs of nagar palika were
directed to conduct a special
sanitation drive in slums on
October 1. The programme
will conclude with the cultur-
al programme near the statue
of Shastri at Ghantaghar on
October 2 evening. The ADM
said the flag hoisting of nation-
al flag was to be done at 8 am
at all government offices on
October 2. The DM directed all
officials to perform the works
on time.

Meanwhile a meeting of
DM Priyanka Niranjan was
held with the leaders of Kisan
Umion at Collectorate on
Monday. In it farmers demand-
ed the release of irrigation
water from the Ahraura and

Dongia dams. She appealed to
farmers to sow crops like
sesame and pulse which need
less water. On other issues of
farmers the DM assured to
solve them on priority. The
meeting was also attended by
the ADM(F&R) Shiv Pratap
Shukla, Joint Magistrate and
sub-divisional magistrate
(SDM) Chunar Navneet Sehra
and other officials concerned,
including deputy director, agri-
culture.

FUNCTION: Drug
inspector Kumar Saumitra
while addressing a function
organised by the All India
Pharmacist Association on
World Pharmacists Day on
Monday as the chief guest in
opined that the role of a phar-
macist was very significant.
Addressing the gathering as
guest of honour state secretary
of the organisation Akhilesh
Mishra exhorted the medical fra-
ternity to follow ethics in the pro-
fession and abide by laws. The
welcome speech was delivered by
district president Chandresh
Shukla while the vote of thanks
was proposed by city president
Deen Dayal Gupta. Among those
present were Deen Dayal
Vishwakarma, Umesh Bind,
Balendra Pal and Ravi Gupta.
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Fair a reflection of PM’s commitment to

give priority to job

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

A
Union Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry
Anupriya Patel said the job fair
is a reflection of the commit-
ment of the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to give top pri-
ority to employment genera-
tion and act as a catalyst for fur-
ther employment generation
for the unemployed youth. She
was speaking at a function
held at Shatabdi Krishi
Prekshagriha in Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) organised
under the auspices of the Postal
Department here on Tuesday in
which the PM gave more than
51,000 appointment letters to
the newly-appointed youths in
government departments in
the employment fair organised
at 46 places in the country,
including Varanasi through
video conferencing.
Anupriya handed over
appointment letters to the
newly-appointed candidates
and wished them a happy
future. During the ceremony in
Varanasi, appointment letters
were given to 213 candidates,
out of which a total of 49 are
women candidates who were
selected for various posts like

L ia‘ "'f"
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Union Minister Anupriya Patel giving away an appointment letter to a candidate in

Varanasi on Tuesday.

principals in Kendriya
Vidyalayas, postal assistants in
Postal department, branch
postmasters, assistant branch
postmasters, bank clerks, assis-
tants in Food Corporation of
India and others. She expressed
her gratitude to the PM. She
said that it was a step in the
direction of the PM’s resolve to
provide government jobs to 10
lakh youth by December 2023
which will be fulfilled. Under
the leadership of the illustrious

PM, she said that the country
is reaching new heights every
day and the youth are getting
various employment opportu-
nities with quick speed and
transparency, who are being
given the opportunity to serve
the nation through various
government departments and
participate in the national
development. Referring to
women empowerment, she said
that today women are hoisting
their flag in every field. Many

women have also got new
opportunities through the
employment fair, she added.
Postmaster General (PMG)
of Varanasi Region Krishna
Kumar Yadav said in his
address that due to the vision-
ary thinking and inspiration of
the PM in the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mabhotsav, the appointment
letter received on the occasion
of this employment fair is not
just a paper or document, but
this is a golden opportunity to
take a pledge to serve the
country throughout one’s life.
People have great expectations
from the youth as the future of
the country, he added. On the
occasion the PM, through
video conferencing, called
upon the newly-appointed peo-
ple to play a direct role in the
ongoing Mahayagya of devel-
opment and major changes in
the country and to fulfil their
responsibilities in the next 25
years along with the resolutions
of a developed India. “The
biggest responsibility of imple-
menting the schemes of the
Central government lies on all
the newly-appointed govern-
ment employees. When mil-
lions of youth like you join gov-
ernment services, the speed

and scale of implementing
policies also increases. This cre-
ates employment opportunities
outside the government also,”
the PM added. The local func-
tion was inaugurated by
Anupriya Patel, along with
Rohania MLA Dr Sunil Patel,
PMG KK Yadav and Registrar
of IIT (BHU) Rajan Srivastava,
by lighting the lamp. Along
with the Postal department,
newly-appointed young candi-
dates from Food Corporation
of India, Central Public Works
Department, Education depart-
ment, IIT, Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Union Bank, Bank of India etc
participated to whom the PM
addressed through video con-
ferencing. The programme
was also attended by Senior
Postal Superintendent Rajan,
Postal Superintendent Vinay
Kumar, Hemant Kumar,
Parmanand, PK Pathak,
Assistant Director Brijesh
Sharma, RK Chauhan,
Marutnandan, Plaban Naskar,
Dilip Singh, Shrikant Pal, Dilip
Pandey, Santoshi Rai and oth-
ers from various central depart-
ments were present. Officers,
employees and public repre-
sentatives also participated in
the event.

state 05

NTPC Vindhyachal

honoured with awards

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

nder the 13th Public

Relations Council of India
(PRCI) Award, 2023, NTPC
Vindhyachal, the nation’s
largest power plant, has been
awarded excellence in the field
of public relations on the occa-
sion of the two-day 17th Global
Communication Conclave
organised by the PRCI in Delhi
recently. NTPC Vindhyachal
was awarded with three gold
awards, one silver and four
bronze. These awards were
received by it for excellence in
various fields like Health Care
Communication, Story Telling,
Art Culture and Support
Campaign, Music Video,
Motivational Film, Radio,
Corporate Video and Table
Calendar for the Year Award
etc. These awards were received
by Shiksha Gupta, Executive
(Corporate Communication),
NTPC-Vindhyachal. The rep-
resentatives of more than 200
establishments related to com-
munication, advertising, cor-
porate social responsibility and
various forms of mass com-
munication from India and
abroad participated in this
event. Apart from NTPC-
Vindhyachal, many projects of
NTPC Limited also received

17" GLOBAL COMMU

NICATION CONCL
oM -
S HE DAL

NTPC Vindhyachal representative receiving award at Global Conclave in New Delhi
recently.

awards in various categories.
For this NTPC Limited was
also awarded the Corporate
Champion Trophy for win-
ning the maximum number of
awards in every field during
this awards ceremony.

In the presence of general
managers, heads of depart-
ments and other senior officers
of the project, Executive
(Corporate Communication)
Shiksha Gupta handed over
this award to Project Head
(Vindhyachal) E Satya Phani
Kumar under the leadership of
General Manager (Human
Resources) Prabir Kumar
Biswas. Project Head

(Vindhyachal) E Satya Phani
Kumar, while congratulating
the team of Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) on these
awards received by the project
at the national level, said that
with the dedication and unity
of Team Vindhyachal, the pro-
ject is achieving new heights
every day and this award is our
golden electricity will serve as
another jewel in the journey.

He also said that he not
only hopes but has full confi-
dence that Team Vindhyachal
would continue this practice in
future also and would take the
brand image of NTPC to
greater heights.

Govt gears up for third campaign

against communicable diseases

224 dengue patients
detected in Varanasi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

The Yogi government has
geared up for the third
campaign to control commu-
nicable diseases. The Health
department is taking effective
steps to prevent communicable
diseases in Varanasi by coor-
dinating with 10 departments.
Anti-larva spraying and fog-
ging campaigns are being con-
ducted in rural and urban
areas. Beds have been reserved
in hospitals along with a mas-
sive testing campaign. Public
awareness drives are also being
run for prevention and treat-
ment of communicable dis-
eases. The first and second
campaigns for mass commu-
nicable diseases were conduct-
ed in April and July last and
now the third phase is going to
start from October. The Health
department has been made
the nodal department for coor-
dination with other 10 depart-
ments for prevention and con-
trol of meningitis and other
vector-borne and water-borne
diseases. Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr Sandeep
Chaudhary said there are 6,600
cleaning workers in the
Municipal Corporation area
apart from 175 workers for
anti-larva spray, 41 spraying
and 77 fogging machines.
There are 371 personnel for
drainage cleaning and 175 lar-
vicide pumps. In gram pan-
chayats too, 1,247 sanitation
workers, 712 larvicide pumps
and fogging machines are being
used in 694 gram panchayats
for prevention of communica-
ble diseases. The CMO said for
patients of communicable dis-
eases, five beds at each
Community Health Centre
(CHC), two beds at Primary

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE I VARANASI

hief Medical Officer Dr

Sandeep Chaudhary said
that 224 dengue patients have
been confirmed in the last few
days in which preventive
actions like anti-larva spray,
fogging, larva source destruc-
tion have been taken against all
the patients. He said anti-
larva spraying and fogging
work is being done continu-
ously by the Municipal
Corporation and Health
department in 70 hot spots
(urban) and 62 rural hot spots
of the district. So far 97,417
houses have been surveyed. A
total of 2,52,937 breeding sites
were examined in which
20,282 sources were destroyed.

A total of 331 houses were
found to be larva positive and
notices were given to 546 per-
sons when mosquito-borne
conditions were found. Anti-
larva spraying has been done
at a total of 11,425 sites, he

said. According to the CMO,
an action plan is ready for fog-
ging and spraying in all
schools of the district.
“Spraying work is being done
in schools every Sunday.

For publicity, information
and audio visuals about ‘what
to do, what not to do’ are being
broadcast through 55 public
address (PA) systems of the
city. Besides, 20 message dis-
play boards are operated by the
Municipal Corporation at var-
ious places in the city.
Adequate beds and testing
facilities are available in gov-
ernment hospitals. Five beds at
each community health centre
and two at each primary health
centre have been reserved. A
total of 39 breeding checkers
visited door to door in hot spot
localities. Lava checking work
is also being done. The facili-
ty of blood and platelets is
available in a total of seven
government and 12 private
blood banks,” he said.

Health Centre (PHC), 100 beds
at Pt Deendayal Upadhyay
(DDU) Hospital, 50 beds at Sir
Sundar Hospital (SSH)
inBanaras Hindu University
(BHU) and 50 beds at Lal
Bahadur Shastri (LBS) Hospital
Ramnagar have been reserved.

District Malaria Officer
(DMO) Sharat Chandra
Pandey said that ASHA and
Anganwadi workers, skilled in
rapid diagnostic tests, are mon-
itoring and testing fever from
door to door, and rapid

response teams (RRTs) are
deployed at all CHCs and
PHCs.

Besides Fever desk has
been created. Thirty-nine larva
detection squads are also active
on behalf of DUDA, which are
going door to door and check-
ing their coolers, water tanks
and places where water is col-
lected, on the information of
which immediate action is
being taken. Special attention
is being paid to fogging on 70
hot spots in urban areas and 62

hot spots in rural areas.

A special campaign is
being run by the Municipal
Corporation for cleanliness,
garbage disposal and prevent-
ing water logging. Panchayati
Raj Rural Development depart-
ment has to do all the work for
prevention of communicable
diseases, including cleanliness
and fogging along with public
relations and public aware-
ness. Animal Husbandry
department is responsible for
many works like cleanliness of
animal enclosures, garbage dis-
posal, arranging vector control
and serosurveillance at pig
rearing sites, spraying pesti-
cides etc.

For the prevention of
communicable diseases, apart
from the Health department,
all the departments like Urban
Development, Panchayati Raj,
Rural Development, Animal
Husbandry department,
Education department,
Disabled Empowerment,
Agriculture and Irrigation will
have to do their department
related work. Along with
ASHA and Anganwadi work-
ers, the role of ANMs will also
be important. The Education
department has also been given
important responsibility in
which the aim is to create
awareness among the parents,
create posters, debate compe-
titions and spread publicity
related to prevention of menin-
gitis and other vector borne
and water borne diseases. The
Agriculture and Irrigation
department has been given the
responsibility of giving its
advice on alternative measures
to stop the breeding of mos-
quitoes in frozen water and the
Irrigation department, growing
anti-mosquito plants, suggest-

ing effective and safe mea-
sures for rodent control in the
fields, etc.

BID TO STRENGTHEN
HEALTH FACILITIES: To
strengthen the health facilities
of the district, the first delivery
through operation took place at
the Urban Community Health
Centre in Sarnath. After cesare-
an delivery of a high-risk preg-
nant woman, both mother and
child are healthy. CMO Dr
Sandeep Chaudhary said spe-
cial efforts are being made to
strengthen health facilities in
the district and in this sequence
the work of OPD services and
admission and treatment of
patients was started at the
health centre in Sarnath.

The Sarnath health centre
will be very useful for the cit-
izens of the area. Now they will
not have to go far for maternal
and child health check-up and
delivery, he said and informed
that with normal delivery the
facility of cesarean delivery
has also been made available
here.

The operation was con-
ducted under the supervision
of anesthesia specialist Dr
Nikunj Kumar Verma, gynae-
cologist Dr Archana Verma
and Dr Abhimanyu Singh and
staff nurses Amrita Dwivedi
and Aman Rai. Medical
Superintendent of CHC
Sarnath Dr Abhimanyu Singh
informed that a pregnant
woman from the area was
admitted here due to labour
pain. She was in a high-risk
pregnancy.

Therefore, the operation
was conducted late on Sunday
night and the delivery was
done safely. The mother and
child are healthy after the oper-
ation, he added.

BJP to focus
on booth
management

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M PRAYAGRAJ

head of Lok Sabha polls,

the BJP will focus on booth
management particularly on
those booths that have not
been the party’s strongholds.
Hoping to retain both the par-
liamentary seats — Allahabad
and Phulpur — senior leaders
have asked workers to strength-
en all booths at grassroots
level. “We will focus on micro-
management at all booths.
Besides, emphasis will also be
on mobilisation of voters of all
communities that have not
been party’s traditional sup-
porters,” a senior party leader
said. They claimed that in the
next LS polls Congress will be
wiped out and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will bag a third
term. Moreover, the half pop-
ulation of the country - matra
shakti - are also set to give
blessings to the Prime Minister
after the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam was passed in
Parliament.

INSPECTED: In a bid to
increase tourism in Sangam
city, Mela Officer (Kumbh
Mela) Vijay Kiran Anand
inspected proposed sites for
digital museum and tent city.
There are plans to develop
tourist circuit in city. Mela
authorities are making efforts
to set up digital museum and
tent city to exhibit the glamour
of Kumbh. The tent city will
have permanent 50 tents.
Devotees and pilgrims apart
from Sangam, Akshay Vat,
Hanuman temple, Patalpuri,
will also visit digital museum
while staying in tent city. Mela
authorities are making efforts
to develop recreation activities
(water sports), food walk, and
one circuit to connect all
prominent temples of the city
and Triveni Pushp.

Campaign to check food
supply at stations, trains

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

For the second continuous
day drive for checking clean
food supply at different stations
and trains continued on
Monday by Varanasi Division
of North Eastern Railway
(NER) under the ongoing
eighth ‘Swachhata Pakhwada’
(Cleanliness Fortnight) being
run on the theme of ‘Swachhta
Hi Seva’ from September 16 to
October 2. A thorough inspec-
tion of the cleanliness of the
catering facilities available at
different stations and in the
pantry cars of the trains was
done under the guidance of
designated officers.
These officers, nominated by
Divisional Railway Manager
(DRM) Vineet Kumar
Srivastava, inspected mobile
vendors in many trains includ-
ing Pawan Express at Banaras
station, Dadar Express at
Varanasi City station, Up and
Down Vaishali Superfast

Express at Chhapra Junction,
pantry cars of Tapti-Ganga
Express at Azamgarh station,
Lichchavi Express at Mau sta-
tion, Lokmanya Tilak-
Gorakhpur Superfast Express
and Down Sadbhavna Express
at Ballia station etc. The cater-
ing stalls at the stations of NER
were also inspected by senior
railway officials. During this
period the quality of food and
beverages available at Jan
Aahar, canteens, food stalls,
food plazas and local vendors
at Banaras, Varanasi City,
Ballia, Ghazipur City,
Azamgarh, Mau, Bhatni, Siwan
and Chhapra stations of the
division was monitored by
leaders on the instructions of
Senior Divisional Mechanical
Engineer (EnHM) Apoorva
Swarnkar. By taking out clean-
liness rallies at the said stations,
the scouts and guides made the
people and passengers aware of
the cleanliness by staging street
plays on cleanliness.

FLY programme concludes
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The last day of FLY (Finding
the Leader in You) pro-
gramme was successfully
organised at the Institute of
Management Studies, Banaras
Hindu University (IM-BHU)
on Monday. The concluding
session was taken by Usha Oja
of Competitiveness Mindset
Institute, New Delhi. The ses-
sion continued with a talk on
perseverance and the speaker
addressed the audience with a
very motivational quote saying
‘the best way to motivate you is
to reward yourself’. Taking the
session forward, a group activ-
ity was conducted where one
had to think of a top level goal
and reward each other after
achieving any achievement. The

speaker informed the audience
about ways to overcome failures
while achieving the goal, which
can happen through analysis.
Getting more and more learn-
ing opportunities, taking advice
from others and thus solving the
problems that come your way is
the right way to continue mov-
ing forward. This four-day
programme was organised
under the ‘Student Leadership
and Life Skills Initiative’ The
programme has been organised
under the initiative taken by the
Vice Chancellor Prof Sudhir
Kumar Jain. Under this initiative,
leadership abilities and life skills
will be developed in the stu-
dents. Dr Anindita Chakraborty,
Assistant Professor, IM-BHU
was the coordinator of the pro-
gramme.

Workshop
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rofessor Unnat P Pandit,

Controller General of
Patents, Design and
Trademarks (CGGPDTM),
Department of Industrial
Policy and Promotion (DIPP),
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Government of India,
has emphasised on the need of
doing invention which is rele-
vant to the needs of the society
and exhorted the faculty mem-
bers and research scholars of
the Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) to keep in mind the
purpose for which they are
acquiring knowledge. He was
delivering inaugural speech in
a day-long workshop organised
by the Intellectual Property
Rights and Technology
Transfer (IPRTT) Cell of BHU
on Monday. It is learnt that
with an aim to promote a
vibrant ecosystem on campus
facilitating IP filing and pro-
motion of IP awareness, an
Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) and Technology Transfer
(TT) cell was established in
BHU under the
Coordinatorship of Professor
BK Sarma. The objective of

on IP protection, promotion of innovations
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A speaker expressing his views in a session of day-long workshop organised by
the Intellectual Property Rights and Technology Transfer (IPRTT) Cell of BHU.

organising the workshop was to
create awareness and offer
hand-holding support to inven-
tors of the university in every
aspect of intellectual property
(IP) protection and promotion
of innovations. The workshop
was divided into five sessions
including three technical ses-
sions. The workshop was
attended by 222 participants.
The officers of the university
and various deans and directors
also attended the sessions.

Professor VK Shukla, Rector,
BHU, presided over the inau-
gural session. The first tech-
nical session was addressed
by Dr Yashawant Dev Panwar,
head, Patent Facilitation
Centre, TIFAC. He spoke on
IPR protection and its necessi-
ty and explained all forms of IP
and the criteria for the protec-
tion. He emphasised that
industry and academia have
conflicting values but there is
a common interest to bridge

the gap which is the commer-
cialisation of technologies.
Sudarshan Singh Shekhawat,
Patent Attorney, addressed the
second technical session on
facilitating and maintenance
and emphasised the culture of
confidentiality while doing
research. The third session
was addressed by Dr Suresh,
Manager, Gujarat State
Fertilisers and Chemicals who
spoke on the technology trans-
fer of IP-protected technolo-
gies. Prof RN Kharwar, Prof
RK Murali and Prof Gopal
Nath moderated the different
technical sessions. Dr RK
Singh, Dr Alok Kumar and Dr
Priya Ranjan Kumar were the
rapporteurs of different ses-
sions.

According to the coordi-
nator of IPRTT Cell of BHU
Prof Birinchi Kumar Sarma,
the workshop has created a
mass enthusiasm among the
faculty members and
researchers regarding the need
of protection of Intellectual
Property and promoting inno-
vations in the university. He
said it is very much likely that
much more filing of patents
will take place from the uni-

versity in near future.
According to him, patent fil-
ing is not only important for
protection of intellectual prop-
erty of the inventions but also
helps in global ranking of the
academic institutions. Dr
Rajnish Kumar Singh, co-con-
vener of the workshop pre-
sented the report of the work-
shop and said that more than
222 participants both faculty
members and research schol-
ars of the university partici-
pated in the workshop and
interacted with the experts.
The participants were from
almost all disciplines of sci-
ence, agriculture, arts, com-
merce, law, medicine, ayurve-
da, performing and visual arts,
education, etc. of the univer-
sity.

In the final session Prof
Arun Kumar Singh, Registrar,
BHU was the chief guest and
he gave the genesis of the IPR
Cell and talked about the sup-
port university is providing to
the cell. In his address he also
talked about the feedback
given by the participants and
promised that the university
will provide necessary support
to the cell as per the need.

"[raining imparted to farmers

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M PRAYAGRAJ

The College of Forestry, Sam
Higginbottom University
of Agriculture, Technology
And Sciences (SHUATS),
organised one-day farmers’
training programme on chi-
ronji tree cultivation on
Tuesday to create mass aware-
ness about the characteristics
and benefits of the wonder tree
called ‘chironji’ which will
ensure high income to farmers.
The training programme was
organised under the auspices of
project sponsored by Uttar
Pradesh Council of
Agricultural Research
(UPCAR), Lucknow, entitled
“Improvement of Chironji
(Buchanania lanzan Spreng.)
through selection from existing
germplasm resources”. Prof
Antony Joseph Raj, Pro Vice-
Chancellor, SHUATS and Dean
of College of Forestry said that
commercially the chironji tree
is known for edible kernels
which fetches about Rs 600-
2,000 per kilogramme in the
local market. He informed the
farmers that the chironji seed
kernel contains about 52 per
cent oil and used as a substitute

for olive and almond oils in
both confectionery and indige-
nous medicine. Prof Antony
reported that almost all parts of
this plant have medicinal value
for the treatment of various dis-
orders. Beside preparation of
sweet dish ‘chironji ki barf,
bark and juice extracts of stem
is used for treatment of diar-
rhoea and dysentery. Prof
Antony informed that chiron-
ji nuts has very good demand
in local as well as internation-
al markets and thus, making
chironji tree an important eco-
nomic crop. He encouraged
farmers of Uttar Pradesh to
integrate this chironji tree in
farmlands in the form of agro-
forestry. Dr Harsh Bodh
Palwal, Assistant Professor of
College of Forestry welcomed
the dignitaries, farmers, stu-
dents and participants of the
training programme. Associate
Professor and head Dr Neelam
Khare proposed the vote of
thanks. Dr Hemant Kumar,
Assistant Professor of College
of Forestry imparted training to
farmers on the topic ‘Multiple
Utility of Chironji Tree and
Plantation Management. Anup
Kujur, Young Professional

working in UPCAR’s Chironji
project gave training to farm-
ers on the topic “Introduction
of chironji tree and its cultiva-
tion”. On the occasion chiron-
ji tree seedlings were present-
ed to all the farmers by the chief
guest and other dignitaries.
Field visit to chironji nursery
was conducted for farmers for
practical training on chironji
seedling production, planting
techniques, plantation man-
agement etc. The organising
committee members present
were Dr Abhishek James
(Associate Dean, College of
Forestry), Dr Neelam Khare
(Head of Forest Products),
Dr.Hemant Kumar, Dr.Harsh
Bodh Paliwal, Anup Kujur,
Satish Kumar, Sanjeet Kumar,
Clint Sones and Sanjay Kumar.

PROTEST: Panic gripped
Soraon and adjoining areas
under the limits of Soraon
police station when scores of
locals blocked vehicular move-
ment on busy Prayagraj-
Pratapgarh highway, to mark
their protest against allegedly
thrashing of a youth who was
detained by police in connec-
tion with a girl eloping inci-
dent.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Chak De! India

Women cricket team’s maiden gold in the Asian
Games final is a fine achievement

thanks to India’s women cricket team. In a display of unwavering determina-

| ndia has won its first gold medal at the ongoing Asian Games in Hangzhou, China,

tion, unrelenting spirit and unmatchable skill, the women's cricket team secured
a historic victory in the Asian Games cricket final. The nation watched in awe as
our talented cricketers etched their names in the annals of sports history with an
exemplary performance. Indian women's cricket team won their maiden gold medal
in the Asian Games 2023 by defeating Sri Lanka by 19 runs after successfully defend-
ing their 116 runs on the board. It was a low-scoring match. On a difficult pitch,
Titas Sadhu was undoubtedly the star as she bowled a devastating first spell, tak-
ing three wickets for six runs, and played a major role in restricting Sri Lanka to
97 for eight in 20 overs. It is not all. There was more good news for India from
Hangzhou as India's 10m air rifle team shattered world record to win gold medal.

Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar won an individual
bronze after teaming up with Rudrankksh Patil and
Divyansh Singh Panwar for the gold medal. India's
25m rapid fire pistol team also won bronze. This
is nothing short of a dream run for Indian squad.
But it was the women's cricket team that stole
hearts. It has been overshadowed by men’s crick-
et for decades now, getting a fraction of the
allowances and perks that their male counterparts
get. But that should soon change and sponsors are
likely to make a beeline to sponsor their events after
their emphatic and historic win. The Asian Games
victory marks a significant milestone for women's

cricket in India. It not only highlights the incredible talent of our sportspersons but
also serves as an inspiration for the generations to come.

The Indian women's cricket team has been steadily rising in stature, captivating
the hearts of cricket fans across the country. Their victory in the Asian Games final
is a testament to the hard work and dedication that these remarkable athletes put
into their craft. From fierce batting to exceptional bowling, every aspect of their game
has shone brightly on the international stage. The emergence of women's cricket
leagues, greater media coverage and increased investment in infrastructure are all
signs of a brighter future for the sport in India. The Indian women's team's triumph
in the Asian Games cricket final is a cause for nationwide celebration. These incred-
ible sportspersons have not only showcased their cricketing prowess but have also
laid the foundation for a brighter future for women's cricket in India. As we celebrate
this historic win, let us remember that it is not just a victory on the cricket field but
a triumph of ‘nari shakti.” The Indian squad has shown what can be achieved with
talent and unwavering determination. Let these wins be a harbinger of more suc-
cess for sportspersons—a true Amritkal for sports.

Saints Of Swaminarayan Gurukul pray to Lord Swaminarayan on the "Jal Jilani Ekadashi, in Surat PTI

Indian space industry
at the inflection point

o

UMANG KOHLI

Indian space industry must be given a fillip to make the country future-
ready for space. It WI|| be good, both for India’s standlng and its economy

ndia's space programme

has come a long way and

has catapulted India to the

world stage. Space tech-

nology ushers in possibili-
ties for the future which are huge
and varied, and some of these
possibilities are yet to be explored.
Few would understand that
India's success in space technol-
ogy enhances possibilities of
trade and the earning of foreign
exchange by providing services
that are intrinsic to excellence in
this domain. The private players
have started playing an important
role in bringing it to a level
where it can be the leverage
India requires for setting a bench-
mark for the world.

Certain joint endeavours by
private and public players have
given rise to exceptional divi-
dends in the last year. The suc-
cessful launch of 72 satellites by
OneWeb through ISRO has
boosted the broadband internet
services in the country. The
Indian National Space Promotion
and Authorisation Centre (IN-
SPACe) has worked to enable and
facilitate the participation of pri-
vate players in the space domain.
The Indian Space Association, set
up for the collaborative develop-
ment of the private space indus-
try in India facilitated the launch
of India's first private rocket by
Skyroot Aerospace and the estab-
lishment of the Mission Control
Centre by Agnikul Cosmos. The
launch of the worlds first com-
mercial Space  Weather
Monitoring System by Digantra,
the launch by ISRO of Anand
hyperspectral satellite of Pixal,
and the collaborative effort of
L&T and HAL to improve the
efficiency of Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle are some of the giant leaps
in space technology that will
help India to bring in a lot of for-
eign exchange in the days to
come. ISRO, through its commer-
cial arms, has already earned

$279 million in foreign
exchange by launching satellites
for global clients, but this is just
the tip of the iceberg. According
to the Director General of the
Indian Space Association, the
launch of the Shakuntla constel-
lation by Pixxel has bolstered
India's Earth observation capabil-
ities and will help in agriculture,
disaster management, and envi-

ronmental monitoring. The
launch of commercial satellites
by India of friendly foreign
countries is sure to boost
India's clout, not only as a
regional player in Asia but also
globally. This collaborative
effort of the private and pub-
lic sectors is bound to give div-
idends economically and also
usher in prosperity amongst
humanity in general.

Can the space program
help humanity? Is it the bird's
eye view we have been talking
about for almost all the
humanitarian challenges that
exist? Let's face it, humanity
faces challenges of resources,
and among them, energy is
one of the most critical. So can
space exploration in the long
run help humanity to solve the
crisis of a resource crunch,
including that of energy? The
possibility for the same is
huge, and so is the possibility
of Indian Industry making it
big in the decades to come. It
is estimated that thousands of
satellites would be required to
be sent into space if the
requirement of humanity is to
be met. Over 100 satellites have
been launched solely for mon-
itoring the Earth’'s atmosphere.

Helium-3 is one moon
resource that could potential-
ly be cheaper to mine from the
moon. Helium-3 is a very
attractive fuel for future

HELIUM-3 IS ONE
MOON RESOURCE
THAT COULD
POTENTIALLY BE
CHEAPER TO
MINE FROM THE
MOON. HELIUM-3
IS A VERY
ATTRACTIVE FUEL
FOR FUTURE
NUCLEAR FUSION
REACTORS
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nuclear fusion reactors. If this
becomes possible in the future
it could solve a lot of clean
energy-related issues that
humanity faces today. It could
also unlock a lot of econom-
ic value for the Indian Space
Industry in the future. Lunar
resources could also be used
to help build up an industrial
infrastructure in near-Earth
space in the future. Satellites
provide accurate weather
reports which also help to
track increasing rates of cli-
mate change and its effects,
such as rising seas, moisture
levels, and incidents of floods,
wildfires, and atmospheric
changes; helping us stop defor-
estation. Satellites cover the
entire globe enabling high-
capacity connectivity over
wide & hard-to-reach areas
including deserts, mountain
ranges, islands, rainforests, or
wetlands. Around fifty per
cent of illegal mining activities
can be monitored from space
only. Ninety-nine per cent of
weather forecasts can be from
space alone. Space technolo-
gy provides information
regarding water and food pro-
duction, precision irrigation
and farming techniques. The
direct economic impact of
the sector is important, but it
is the indirect impact that
highlights how critical space is
going to be for our life on
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Earth. The UN has been urg-
ing for use of space technolo-
gy to attain sustainable devel-
opment goals.

The private sector and
public sector milieu in the
Indian context are best suited
to exploit these opportunities
in the future. Private players
that are into satellite commu-
nication, GPS technology, sur-
veillance, and disaster manage-
ment are likely to benefit most
from advancements in space
technology. The Indian Space
Industry would also be
required to collaborate and
work towards the transfer of
technology with players in
countries like the United States
and France to enhance the
scope of their achievements in
space. The calmness and
maturity of the public sector,
along with the dynamism and
initiative of the private sector,
when invested in the develop-
ment of space technology can
for sure help in solving some
of the challenges confronting
humanity today. We are at an
inflection point from where
the Indian Space Industry is
only destined to go up, and this
is going to increase India's
clout in the international com-
munity many fold.

(The writer is an expert on
geopolitics and international
Affairs. The views expressed
are personal)

Hypertension is a
global health challenge

Hypertension affects individuals from all backgrounds
and its consequences can be dire

during the 78th Session of

the United Nations
General Assembly, the World
Health Organization (WHO)
presented its inaugural report
on the worldwide impact of
high blood pressure, deliver-
ing a poignant message —
nearly 80% of individuals
suffering from hypertension
are not receiving adequate
treatment. This revelation,
however, comes with a ray of
hope. If countries can expand
their healthcare coverage, an
estimated 76 million lives
could be saved between 2023
and 2050. In India alone,
taking proactive measures to
control blood pressure among
half of its hypertensive pop-
ulation could prevent at least
4.6 million deaths by 2040. It
is bewildering that pre-
ventable deaths persist due to
untreated hypertension
despite advancements in
healthcare and infrastruc-
ture. The number of people
living with hypertension has
doubled from 650 million in
1990 to 1.3 billion in 2019
globally.

In India, a staggering
188.3 million people, consti-
tuting 31% of the population,
grapple with this condition.

In a significant revelation

X

Hypertension, also known as
high blood pressure, is
marked by elevated blood
pressure in the arteries, typ-
ically diagnosed when read-
ings consistently reach or
exceed 140/90 mm Hg. A
misconception persists, par-
ticularly in socioeconomical-
ly disadvantaged societies,
that hypertension is an ail-
ment reserved for the afflu-
ent. However, WHO's report
dispels this myth, revealing
that over three-quarters of
adults with hypertension live
in low and middle-income
countries.

Paradoxically, diagnosis
and treatment rates are
abysmally low in these
regions, leading to a high
mortality rate. While age is an
uncontrollable risk factor,
various modifiable factors,
such as a high-salt diet, phys-
ical inactivity, tobacco use and

excessive alcohol consump-
tion contribute to hyperten-
sion. Tobacco usage triggers
28% of cases in India, while
physical inactivity accounts
for 34%. Efforts to combat
this pressing issue have been
made, but much more needs
to be done. The India
Hypertension  Control
Initiative (IHCI) launched by
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare aims to tack-
le this growing problem.
WHO acknowledges that
IHCI made significant strides
in ensuring healthcare facili-
ties had adequate protocol
medicines and minimal
stock-outs by 2020. WHO
underscores the importance
of prevention, early detection
and effective management of
hypertension as the most
cost-effective healthcare inter-
ventions.

Lifestyle adjustments like
physical activity, proper sleep
and reduced exposure to pol-
lution can aid in prevention.
Regular check-ups are crucial
for early detection and the
report emphasizes five com-
ponents for effective hyper-
tension care: protocols, med-
ication and equipment supply,
patient-centered services,
team-based care and informa-

BISHAL KUMAR SAHA

tion systems. WHO Director-
General, Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, points out that
"Hypertension can be con-
trolled effectively with simple,
low-cost medication regi-
mens and yet only about one
in five people with hyperten-
sion have controlled it."
This state of affairs must
change for a safer and
healthier future. The revela-
tion that hypertension, a
highly manageable condi-
tion, continues to claim mil-
lions of lives worldwide in an
era of medical advancements
and improved healthcare
access is astonishing and
disheartening.
WHO's report serves as
a clarion call to govern-
ments, healthcare providers
and individuals alike. One of
the key takeaways from the
report is the need for greater
awareness. Public health
campaigns and educational
programs must be intensi-
tied to reach every stratum
of society. People must
understand that hyperten-
sion affects individuals from
all backgrounds and its con-
sequences can be dire.
(The writer is a
researcher. The views
expressed are personal)

LETTERSE (B}

WINNING IS A HABIT
Sir — The game of cricket is a team sport
where performance is the key. The
Indian women's cricket team secured a
victory over Sri Lanka women by a mar-
gin of 19 runs, clinching the gold medal
at the 2023 Asian Games. This marks
India's second gold in Hangzhou.
Rajeshwari Gayakwad bowled the final
over, conceding only five runs while tak-
ing a crucial wicket. The Asian Games
2023 has proven to be a successful plat-
form for the Indian cricket team. This vic-
tory represents India's second gold medal
at the 2023 Asian Games. Harmanpreet
Kaur, as the toss-winning captain, chose
to bat first in the final. Opener Shefali
Verma was the first to depart, with
Sougandika Kumari claiming her wick-
et. Subsequently, Smriti Mandhana and
Jemimah Rodrigues built a vital 73-run
partnership to steer India back into
contention. Winning is indeed a habit,
and the women's team executed it splen-
didly. Congratulations to Team India.
Jayanthi CK Maniam | Chennai

WORLD TOURISM DAY
Sir — Tourism is known to provide a mas-
sive boost to a nation's economy.
Responsibility on the part of travellers is
key to sustaining tourism because trav-
ellers aware of their obligations towards
maintaining the purity of a destination are
godsends for tourism. Sustainable
tourism, movie tourism, medical and reli-
gious, and ecotourism--form the crux of
tourism. In India, nearly six per cent of
the GDP is accrued from tourism. It is
also alarge avenue for employment with
as much as 25 million workers earning
their livelihood from this sector.

In a country as diverse as India, it is
a laborious task for the government to
keep tourist places spic- and- span which
is why the role of citizens in overseeing
the orderliness of key places is so vital.

There are plenty of attractions in the
country that can set the visitors' pulse rac-
ing. Good connectivity, adequate clean-
liness and the so-called certainty factor

E EDITOR

\Iande Bharal A game changer

into service, the stations they traverse are
set to undergo renovations, creating
more job opportunities in catering, cleaning, and
operational services, which will contribute to the
cause. Vande Bharat is an innovation that has rev-

With nine additional Vande Bharat trains put

make a tourist place much sought after
one. Needless to say, the role of local pop-
ulation has a far reaching impact in mak-
ing this a reality. Some exquisite tourist
centres centres are a far cry from what
they were earlier.

Since it takes two to tango, the trav-
ellers have a huge task of keeping the
attractions noise free and hygienic.
Preventing the centres from deteriorating
to mere structures, maintaining the live-
liness of the places and ensuring no tourist
is harassed are critical to preserve the
name and fame of a place.

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola

ESCALATING COURT CASES

Sir — Delivering justice to the common
people is a fundamental pillar of a demo-
cratic system. It is a right that citizens must
have access to. However, we currently face
a concerning situation in our country. The
number of pending court cases has dou-
bled in the last five years, with more than
five crore cases awaiting resolution. This
means that, on average, one case is pend-
ing for every three and a half people. Uttar
Pradesh alone has over one crore pend-

olutionized train travel. Many of us cherish the
prospect of securing window seats to relish the
scenic views. This project, a testament to our
domestic capabilities, is an accomplishment for
Indian Railways, which boasts a legacy spanning
170 years. It is indeed an engineering marvel.
The acceleration is exceptional, living up to
its acclaim, with a nearly silent ride, except for
the coaches with traction motors, which produce
some noise. The team of officers at ICF, Chennai,
has made the most of this opportunity, creating
history. It stands as the largest coach manufac-
turing facility. Art plays a role in cleansing the soul,
and this is exemplified by the presence of an art
gallery within the factory. The leadership and pas-
sion of all involved have transformed our dreams
into reality.
Akhilesh Krishnan | Mumbai

ing cases.

The backlog is exacerbated by the fact
that one-third of the judge positions in the
country remain vacant. This shortage of
judges, along with inadequate staff and
resources, contributes to delays, especial-
ly in criminal cases. Uttar Pradesh, for
instance, has nearly 98 lakh pending crim-
inal cases. Maharashtra follows with 51
lakh pending cases.

Interestingly, the central govern-
ment allocated over 54 crore rupees in
the fiscal year 2022-2023 to handle these
cases. Paradoxically, there are 61 lakh
57 thousand cases in court due to a lack
of lawyers. Moreover, in many cases,
plaintiffs and defendants fail to appear,
accounting for 8 lakh 82 thousand
such instances. Reducing the backlog of
cases demands serious attention and
action from the government. It is essen-
tial to ensure that the people receive
timely justice.

Shantaram Wagh | Pune
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CALLING GEN-NEXT: BE
A CHANGE CATALYST

India has a sizable youth population and if
they do not affect social change, who will?

RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ JI

‘Generation Gap’, which in simple language can be described as
a ‘wide difference in cultural norms between members of a younger
generation and their elders.” It can also be described as a situation which
occurs when older and younger people don't understand each other’s point
of view because of their different life experiences, opinions, habits and
behaviour.” Though it is a very common issue, sometimes it becomes a
very serious one. One thing that is universally recognised regarding the
youth is that the youth, in general, have energy, stamina, strong will and
zest for life. But certain other valuable characteristics of youth, which can
be great tools for social transformation are not fully realised or utilised
by society, and as a result of this, they get confused and disturbed. One
such important personality trait of the youth is that they strongly aspire
to do something new. They want change, not status quo. They are not
tied down to the past and, instead, have an openness to accept new things.
Hence it is easier for them to adapt to any kind of change in comparison
to the older generation because they have the wish to learn new things.
Compared to this, the old generation has, no doubt, experience but
most of their ideas have already been applied to situations in life and they
may not now have any new concepts and adequate energy to work in
real life. So, the old order has to change, giving place to new, as the say-
ing goes, and, in this work of social transformation, youth- the new blood-
have to play a vigorous role to usher in a new era. It has, therefore, right-
ly been said that if the youth are awakened, the whole world will get awak-
ened because not only will the awakened youth themselves be a great
achievement of their country but they will work, as leading lights, for the
tender-aged children who, following their example, will prepare themselves
mentally and physically for the dawn of new era.

IVl ost of us are very much aware of the phenomenon known as the

But, have the potentialities of the youth been utilised for the work of
national reconstruction so far? Have they been given the opportunities
and guidance to fulfil their dreams of taking the world into a new era of
peace and prosperity? Well! If we take into view the Indian situation, we
can say, in general terms, that the youth are restless and disappointed
because their abilities have not been provided with enough channels for
self-expression and fulfilment. Today most of them have a complaint against
society in general and against those who are in the seats of authority in
particular.

They say that their energies- both mental and physical - are not being
used in wider spheres of national development because the older gen-
eration denies them adequate participation, thinking that the youth are
inexperienced and immature. Against this thinking, the youth argue that
what the elders call “experience” and “maturity” is, in fact, a hindrance
in breaking new grounds and what is required at present is new initia-
tives, new ideas adventures and innovativeness which is a characteris-
tic that’s mainly present in youth.

All would agree that to bridge the ever-widening gap of emotional
estrangement between the older and the younger generations and to stop
further erosion in values, whosoever may have been responsible for it
until now, is to have such formal and informal educational centres and
institutions which can inspire the youth to some higher principles and ideals
and can fire their imagination with a new paradigm of society where there
will be no violence and where all would live peacefully as loving mem-
bers of the family of mankind. These institutions should have persons of
ennobling character, pleasing manners, and loving demeanour who can
awaken the potentialities of the youth for social reconstruction and can
also bring change in the older generation and enable them to play a use-
ful role in the work of nation-building.

(The writer is a spiritual educator & popular columnist;
views are personal)
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A simplified tax regime
can prevent tax evasion

An archaic and complicated tax system, with too many amendments, not only
confuses the taxpayers but also leads to leakages and corruption

complicated tax system in India :
with a six-decades-old Income
Tax Act 1961 with too many :
amendments in the form of a :
lot of confusing patchwork isin :

force. Likewise, ever since the reformative :
step of introducing the Goods & Service Tax :
(GST) Act was introduced on 1st July 2017, :
there has been a regular practice of chang-

ing tax structure in an ever-confusing GST :
regime with too many confusing and com- :
plicated provisions incorporated in the sys- :

tem.

ly abolished the practice of converting black

money into white money. Gradually :
increasing this highest slab also through :
imposing cess and surcharges has undone

the good achieved.

The highest tax slab of 30 per cent :
should be restored so that people may find :
it advantageous to bring complete income :
to books. Rather a permanent Voluntary :
Disclosure Scheme should be introduced
whereby provision may be there in tax- :
return to declare at the highest suggested :
tax rate of 30 per cent, any income with- :
out disclosing the source of income. This
will make cash transactions, especially in :

An altogether new tax regime should :
be introduced without patches of useless :
and largely misused exemptions. :
Implementation of Raja Chelliah :
Committee recommendations to fix the :
highest tax slab at 30 per cent to be in tune :
with most countries in the world, had large- :

[

property deals accounted for if registration

fees on the property are also reduced to say
just three per cent. Names of all those dis- :
closing incomes under the suggested high-
est 30-percent slab should be on the web- :
site according to income disclosed so that :
status-conscious persons may race to dis-

close more incomes.

Basix tax exemption should be fixed :
at rupees five lakhs abolishing most tax-
exemptions including on charity, donation, :
contribution to political parties and even :
agricultural income which are largely mis- :
used. An ordinary farmer does not earn :

more than rupees five lakhs per annum, and

the provision is grossly misused by ultra- :
rich persons including known celebrities to
declare their unaccounted income as agri- :
cultural income through some village-land :
purchased only for the purpose without :
practically having any agricultural produce. :

Income Tax slabs can then be 10 and :
20 per cent for incomes between 5-10 lakhs
and 10-15 lakhs respectively and thereafter :

30 per cent for the rest. LK Jha committee

recommendations to make the calendar :
year a financial year should be implement- :
ed to be in line with most countries of the :
world, thus abolishing another British :
legacy of following April-March presently :
as a Fiscal Year. It is ridiculous to have dif- :
ferent depreciation rules for Tax and :
Corporate audits. There should be a single

and unified Tax and Corporate Audit.

Rather than concentrating more on
small cash transactions, all sale-purchases
above rupees 10000 must be compulsori-
ly through bank transactions. For this, trans-
action charges on credit cards should be :
slashed down to just half per cent (GST- :
exempted) which too to be borne by the :
central government with all incentives on
purchases made through credit cards abol- :
ished. Present high two-percent transaction :
charges on credit cards make traders :
charge it separately from customers espe-
cially where trade margins are low. Such a :
system will fetch much higher tax revenue :

for the government, than through half-per

i cent transaction-charges to be borne
. by the government.

Banks issuing credit cards will

get much more earnings even with
¢ a half-per-cent transaction charge
i because of the manifold use of cred-

¢ it cards. Two sets of credit card

- THE HIGHEST
~ TAX SLAB OF 30
PER CENT
SHOULD BE
RESTORED SO
THAT PEOPLE
~ MAYFINDIT.
~ ADVANTAGEOUS
TO BRING
COMPLETE
INCOME TO
BOOKS

(The writer is an RTI
consultant; views
i expressed are personal) :

¢ machines should be compulsory for
i every GST-registered dealer dealing
¢ in cash to avoid payment receipt

through credit cards with the usual
excuse that the swapping machine
is out of order. Strict action must be
there against those refusing pay-
ment through credit/debit cards.
The input-tax-credit system in
the GST-regime in manufacturing
is the biggest corrupt practice of tax
evasion where left-out GST invoic-
es by ordinary customers are sold
by traders to consuming manufac-
turers or producers to avail false
Input-Tax-Credit where cash is
paid back by traders to those pur-
chasing left-out GST-invoices of
actual consumers bringing more
currency in circulation, this being
the reason of basic motive of cur-
rency-demonetisation being failed
where currency in circulation rapid-
ly increased rather than projected

i decrease. An annual forensic audit
: may be made compulsory on claims
¢ made for Input-Tax-Credit by man-
i ufacturers/producers to avoid false
¢ claims of excessive input tax credit
¢ in these sectors. Rather study should
i be made if, with the abolition of an
i excessively high 18-percent GST
¢ slab, Input-Tax-Credit can be alto-
i gether abolished from manufactur-
: ing/producing sectors, retaining it
¢ only on tradable commodities.

But such reform in the Input-

Tax-Credit system can be practical-
i ly possible with drastic reform in the
i GST tax structure wherein initial-

ly only three tax slabs of 6, 12 and

w L

30 per cent may be there abolishing
all presently existing GST rates.
India is the only country that has so
many GST rates. Gradually even
slabs of 6 and 12 percent may also
be replaced by a new 10-percent tax
structure. Zero-percent GST may
only be retained on totally unbrand-
ed raw materials that cannot be con-
sumed without giving a finishing
touch like agricultural products, fish,
meat, cotton yarn etc.

All items of long-term use like
cars, air-conditioners, TV sets,
refrigerators etc. may attract 30 per
cent GST while their parts may uni-
formly attract 12 per cent GST.
Unmindful policy framers brought
clutch-plate and clutch-bearing
under different GST slabs of 18 and
28 per cent. Likewise, similar items
sold by confectioners like sweets,
biscuits, napkins etc. attract differ-
ent GST slabs with luxury sweets
causing diabetes attracting just 5 per
cent GST.

Invoices for items like gold jew-
ellery can be drawn in two parts,
one for metal and embodied items
and the other for making charges so
that the suggested 12-cent GST may
be payable only on making charges.
Cess on extra-luxurious items
should be replaced by additional
GST slabs in multiples of 60 per
cent, also bringing petroleum prod-
ucts under the GST regime to
ensure uniform pricing of petrol and
diesel in all states. Abolishing an 18-
percent GST slab will be more than
compensated by clubbing lower
slabs of 3 and 5 percent into a sin-
gle 6-percent GST slab. The input-
tax-credit (ITC) system should not
apply to non-tradable commodities
and services like has been done, and
rightly too, in the case of car
expenses for non-commercial use.

SUBHASH CHANDRA
AGRAWAL

With the GST slab of 18 per
cent abolished and the service sec-
tor attracting just 12 per cent GST,
those with income of rupees ten
lakhs or more (instead of the pre-
sent rupees 20 lakhs) can be brought
under the GST regime like was the
system before the GST-regime. It is
illogical to keep lawyers out of the
purview of the GST regime. The
useless system of Tax-Deducted-At-
Source for GST, which is hardly used
in practice, should be altogether
abolished. Otherwise, any such
deducted tax should be auto-reflect-
ed in the GST accounts of affected
ones, abolishing the cumbersome
practice of filing a new monthly
return to get credit for deducted
GST.

All government payments can
be considered to be exempted from
GST to avoid unnecessary govern-
ment accounting by putting tax
from one government pocket to
another. It is illogical that some pre-
mium postal services like Speed Post
may attract GST while other postal
services do not attract GST. Even
illogical postal rates (both inland
and foreign) need simplification for
the equal rise of postal tariff for the
equal rise in slab-weight in multi-
ples of 50 gms. of inland postal-arti-
cle with all postal tariffs being in
multiples of rupees ten except for
registered newspapers and post-
cards which may cost rupee one
with the abolition of outdated
Inland-Letter-Cards. Presently a
postal-article weighing 200 gms sent
locally by reliable and fast Speed
Post costs just rupees 30 but if sent
by unreliable ordinary post, it will
cost rupees 50. Likewise, foreign-
mail tariffs can be fixed for 20 gms
or part slab-weight independently
for air and sea-surface-mail.

Medical treatment facilities must be available 1n the campus

The provision of medical facilities within the university premises is an urgent requirement to address the health concerns faced by students from different states

tis indeed a pressing con-

cern that students from

different states face difficul-
ties in accessing medical treat-
ment facilities at the universi-
ty. The lack of proper health-
care services can hurt their
health, leading to various dis-
eases. Students often have to
rely on private hospitals, which
may not be affordable for
everyone. Additionally, the
language barrier further exac-
erbates the problem, as stu-
dents can be taken advantage
of due to their lack of knowl-
edge.

In light of these chal-
lenges, the university must
prioritise the provision of ade-
quate medical facilities within
the campus itself. By establish-
ing medical services on-site,
students would have easier
access to healthcare, promot-

SHIVANI SHARMA
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NIMRAT KAUR

(The writers worked as
Assistant Professors at SSD
Girls’ College, Bathinda;
views expressed are personal)

ing their overall well-being.
Having healthcare facilities
within the university premis-
es would not only benefit the
students' physical health but
also contribute to their peace
of mind and academic perfor-
mance.

Moreover, by addressing
this issue, the university
demonstrates its commitment
to the students' welfare and
creates an inclusive and sup-
portive environment. It is
essential to ensure that stu-
dents' health needs are met,
enabling them to focus on
their studies and personal
growth without the added
burden of seeking medical
care outside the campus.

By investing in proper
medical facilities within the
university, students will have
convenient and affordable

access to healthcare. This step
acknowledges the diverse
needs of the student popula-
tion and emphasises the value
of their well-being. It is a sig-
nificant initiative that pro-
motes a healthy, thriving uni-
versity community.

Students on university
campuses, often encounter a
slew of health-related chal-

lenges. One pressing issue is
the accessibility of medical
facilities on campus. It's no
secret that university cam-
puses can be vast and bustling,
making it essential for students
to have easy access to health-
care services.

One common challenge
students face is the lack of con-
venient healthcare options.

Many campuses have limited
medical facilities, or they may
be located far away from stu-
dent residences or academic
buildings. This can pose diffi-
culties, especially in emergen-
cies or when students require
immediate attention for illness
or injuries.

Additionally, the availabil-
ity of specialised healthcare
services can be a concern.
University students, come
from diverse backgrounds
with unique healthcare needs.
Campuses need to offer a
range of medical services to
meet these diverse needs,
including mental health sup-
port, reproductive health ser-
vices, and specialised care for
chronic conditions.

Another aspect to consid-
er is the cost of healthcare.
University students often face

financial strains, and the bur-
den of medical expenses can
further add to their challenges.
Accessible medical facilities
should take this into account
by providing affordable or
subsidised healthcare options,
such as low-cost consulta-
tions, medication, and tests.
To bridge the healthcare
gap, universities can take
proactive steps. They can
establish on-campus medical
clinics or health centres with
extended hours of operation to
accommodate students' busy
schedules. Moreover, partner-
ships with local hospitals or
healthcare providers can
enhance accessibility by pro-
viding specialised services or
urgent care facilities.
Prioritising accessible
medical facilities on universi-
ty campuses is crucial to

ensure the well-being of stu-
dents. By addressing the chal-
lenges and offering compre-
hensive, affordable, and conve-
niently located healthcare ser-
vices, universities can support
students in maintaining good
health and thriving academi-
cally.

In conclusion, the provi-
sion of medical facilities with-
in the university premises is an
urgent requirement to address
the health concerns faced by
students from different states.
This step will not only enhance
their physical well-being but
also contribute to their over-
all success and happiness dur-
ing their time at university. Let
us strive for a healthier and
more inclusive academic envi-
ronment where students'
health is given the attention it
rightfully deserves.
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India-Canada row will not

impact mili

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

The current diplomatic
standoff between India and
Canada is not going to impact
the ongoing bilateral military
engagement and the matter
has to be resolved at the polit-
ical level, Canada’s Deputy
Army Chief Major General
Peter Scott said here on
Tuesday.

Scott is leading a Canadian
delegation at the Indo-Pacific
Army Chiefs’ Conference
(IPACC) here that is being
attended by military delega-
tions from over 30 countries.

“To the best of my knowl-
edge at this time, that is not
going to have an impact on us.
We leave the matter at hand to
the political level to try and
resolve,” he told news agency
PTL ©

We are happy to be here
and we do not see the issue
clouding matters at this point

atall” Major General Scott said.

The ties between India and
Canada came under severe
strain following Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s
allegations of a “potential”
involvement of Indian agents in
the killing of Khalistani sepa-
ratist Hardeep Singh Nijjar in
June.

India has rejected the alle-
gations as “absurd” and “moti-
vated” and expelled a senior
Canadian diplomat in a tit-for-
tat move to Ottawa’s expulsion
of an Indian official over the
case.

tary ties:

“This is an issue between
both our countries at a politi-
cal level. And certainly our
Prime Minister...

“He rose at the House of
Commons and made a state-
ment requesting India’s coop-
eration on the independent
investigation that is currently
ongoing at this time,” the
Canadian Army official said.

“Between both of our
armies, this is not affecting us.
I spoke to your commander of
the Army (Army Chief Gen
Manoj Pande) last night. We
both agreed that this is a polit-

Peter

ical issue and has no interfer-
ence on our relationship,” he
said.

“As two armies we look for
opportunities among other 30
nations that are currently par-
ticipating in this conference to
find areas where we can coop-
erate, train together, conduct
exercises and operations so
that we all can contribute to
ensuring peace, stability with-
in the region,” Major General
Scott said.

“The way we see right now
is that we will continue to
cooperate, discuss, and enjoy
great forums like this where we
can exchange ideas and find
solutions to the difficulties fac-
ing a lot of the Indo-Pacific
nations,” he said.

The Indian Army is host-
ing the two-day conclave of
Indo-Pacific army chiefs to
evolve a common strategy to
ensure peace and stability in the
Indo-Pacific region.

nation

Passing of Women’s Reservation Bill

heralded new

PNS B NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Tuesday said
that the passing of the Women’s
Reservation Bill in Parliament’s
new building during the Special
Session has heralded a new
future for the country and will
give a big boost to 50 per cent
population in the country..

Addressing a Rozgar Mela
after distribution of appoint-
ment letters to over 51,000 new
employees in different gov-
ernment departments through
a virtual event, Modi also
emphasised on growing use of
technology in governance.

The use of technology in
government schemes has
stopped corruption and
reduced complexities, and
boosted credibility and com-
fort, he told the new employ-
ees.

He asked them to work
with the motto of “citizens-
first” and deploying technolo-
gy to improve governance, cit-
ing its use in direct benefit
transfers to beneficiaries of
various schemes, booking of

g

train tickets and digital locker
among other fields.

The prime minister said his
government works with a new
mindset based on constant
monitoring, mission mode
implementation and mass par-
ticipation in government
schemes with an aim of 100 per
cent saturation and paving the
way to accomplish monumen-
tal goals.

future

This is a time of historic
decisions and achievements
for the country, he said, while
stressing that the women’s
reservation bill, passed by
Parliament recently, will give a
big boost to the country’s 50
per cent population.

The issue, which was pend-
ing for 30 years, has been
passed by record votes in both
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha, he

said, noting that many of these
new employees were not even
born when the idea was first
mooted.

The dreams of new India
are big, he said, noting that girls
are present in sectors ranging
from space to sports and are
being commissioned into the
armed forces as well. He added
the presence of women in any
sector has always led to positive
changes in every sector.

Asserting that the country
will become the third-largest
economy in the world in the
next few years, Modi said gov-
ernment employees will have a
lot to contribute in the process.

Projects across the country
are being constantly moni-
tored, Modi said, giving the
example of Pragati meetings
chaired by him.

Speaking about the GDP
growth and the jump in pro-
duction and exports, he said
unprecedented investment in
modern infrastructure is being
made and fields like renewable
energy, organic farming,
defence and tourism are show-
ing a new vibrancy, he said.

India’s diplor_r)acy scaled new heights in past 30 days: PM

PNS B NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday said
India’s diplomacy scaled “new
heights” in the past 30 days
asserting that some decisions
taken during the G20 Summit
have potential to change the
direction the 21st century
world takes.

Addressing students, fac-
ulty members and heads of
educational institutions at the
finale of the G20 University
Connect here, the prime min-
ister also touched upon the
BRICS Summit that took place
in South Africa before the G20
where six new nations were
included as its members with
India’s efforts.

After South Africa, the
Prime Minister mentioned
traveling to Greece which was

the first visit by an Indian
Prime Minister in four decades.

He also mentioned meet-
ing several world leaders in
Indonesia before the G20
Summit. Highlighting that
numerous key decisions were
taken for the betterment of the
world at the same ‘Bharat
Mandapam, Modi underlined
that finding a common ground

for all member
nations on the
same stage in a
globally polar-
ized atmosphere
was a special
achievement for
the government.
“In today’s
polarised inter-
national atmos-
phere, it is not a
small thing to
get so many
countries together on one plat-
form,” the Prime Minister said,
referring to the G20 Summit in
Delhi earlier this month.
Maintaining that India’s
diplomacy reached new heights
in the past 30 days, the prime
minister said the G20 Summit
could have been limited to a
diplomatic and Delhi-centric
programme but India made it

a people-driven national move-
ment. Six more countries have
joined BRICS community due
to Indias efforts, the prime
minister said.

“A 100 per cent consensus
on the Delhi declaration made
global headlines...Some deci-
sions taken during the G20
Summit have potential to
change the 21st century’s direc-
tion..In today’s polarised inter-
national atmosphere, it is not a
small thing to get so many
countries together on one plat-
form,” he said.

“I want to give you a report
card of the last 30 days. That
will give you an idea of the
speed and scale of New India.
You must remember August
23! Everyone was praying and
then suddenly there was a
smile on everyone’s face. The
entire world heard India’s voice:

‘India is on the Moon.

“August 23 has become
immortal in the country as the
National Space Day. Soon after
the success of its lunar mission,
India launched its solar mis-
sion,” he added.

Listing out the achieve-
ments of his government in the
past 30 days, the prime minis-
ter said several initiatives were
taken to empower the poor,
SCs, STs, OBCs and the mid-
dle class.

“The government launched
the PM Vishwakarma Yojana
for artisans. In last 30 days, over
one lakh youths have been
given central government jobs
through ‘Rozgar Mela. The
women’s reservation bill
became the first bill passed in
the new Parliament building
and it filled the country with a
sense of pride;” he said.

FCRA rules amended, NGOs have to

declare movable, immovab

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
has amended the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation)
Rules, 2011, asking NGOs
receiving funds from abroad to
submit details of their movable
and immovable assets created
out of those contributions.

According to the Ministry’s
notification issued Monday, a
copy of which is with ThePrint,
the NGOs will have to include
the description and value of all
movable assets, as on the begin-
ning of the financial year,
acquired during the financial
year and disposed of during the
financial year.

Details of their value
according to the balance sheet

|

¥
1

4

e asset

*

at the end of the financial year
will also have to be given.
The new Rules also sought
details of immovable assets,
details including the land or
building size, location and
value will have to be included
in Form FC-4 (annual return).
“The new Rules are meant for
transparency in the working of

NGOs and make them more
accountable,” said an official.
The FCRA licence of
around 6,000 organisations,
including Oxfam India Trust,
ceased to exist from January 1,

2022, over “violations
observed” in their functioning.
Renewal request of Oxfam is
rejected.

Apex court expresses
dismay over delay in
judges appointment

.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

ith 70 Collegium recom-

mendations still stuck
with the Government, the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
expressed its dismay over the
“delay” in the appointment of
judges and asked the Attorney
General to use his office to
resolve the issue.

After a bench of justices
Sanjay Kishan Kaul and
Sudhanshu Dhulia raised the
matter, AG R Venkataramani
sought a weeK’s time to come
back with instructions on the
pending recommendations for
judges’ appointment to the
High Court.

“Today, I am quiet because
the Attorney General has
sought a very short time, next
time I will not be quiet. Use
your good office to see these
issues are resolved,” Justice
Kaul told Venkataramani dur-
ing the hearing.

The bench said, “There
were 80 recommendations
pending until last week when
10 names were cleared. Now,
the figure is 70, of which 26 rec-
ommendations are of transfer
of judges, seven are reiterations,
nine are pending without being
returned to the collegium and
one case is of appointment of
the Chief Justice to a sensitive
High Court”

All these recommenda-
tions are pending since
November last year, it said.
Government has not cleared
the appoint of Chief Justice of
Manipur, where ethnic vio-
lence is not yet settled.

Justice Kaul said there is
a seven-month hiatus since
something substantial was
done on the recommenda-
tions which are pending and
these needed basic processing
only.

“We have endeavoured to
push things and monitor
closely. I have told the attor-
ney general that every 10-12
days this matter will be taken
up, so that before I demit
office (December 25), sub-
stantial work is done,” said
Justice Kaul, who is part of the
apex court collegium which

ﬂ ]

looks after the appointment of
judges in the top court and
the High Courts.

The appointment of judges
through the Collegium system
has in the past become a major
flashpoint between the
Supreme Court and the Centre
with the mechanism drawing
criticism from different quar-
ters.

The top court was hearing
a petition filed by Advocates
Association of Bengaluru seek-
ing contempt action against the
Union Ministry of Law and
Justice for not allegedly adher-
ing to the timeline set by the
court in a 2021 judgment.

During the hearing, advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan, appear-
ing for another petitioner NGO
Common Cause, submitted a
chart related to pending rec-
ommendations with the
Government.

He said what is more wor-
risome is that even after a
batch of names is recom-
mended by the collegium at
one time, the government seg-
regates it and makes selective
appointments.

“This affects the morale of
lawyers and as per my infor-
mation, several of them have
withdrawn their consents,” he
said. Justice Kaul, while agree-
ing with the views of
Bhushan, said there are nine
such names, where the gov-
ernment has kept the names
pending without reverting
them back.

“I agree that the way good
candidates withdraw their
consent to be a judge is real-
ly worrisome. We try to get
the best talents but due to
pendency, lawyers whose
names have been recom-
mended for judgeship have
withdrawn their names,”
Justice Kaul said as he post-
ed the matter for further
hearing on October 9.

Rajnath calls for wisdom, concerted efforts
to deal with complexities of Indo-Pacific

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

As China is flexing its mus-
cle in the strategically
important Indo-Pacific,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
on Tuesday called for collective
wisdom and concerted efforts to
deal with the complexities of the
region while tapping its full
potential, to ensure a future
marked by prosperity, security
and inclusivity.

Making this assertion here
while inaugurating the 13th
Indo-Pacific Armies Chiefs’
Conference(IPACC), he also
said it is in consonance with the
ancient Indian ethos of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam(the
world is one family) and the G-
20 motto ‘One Earth, One
Family, One Future!

Chief of Armies and dele-
gates of 35 countries are par-
ticipating in the three-day meet
jointly organised by India and
the US.

In his address, Army Chief
Manoj Pande said India’s out-
look for Indo-Pacific empha-
sises respect for sovereignty
and territorial integrity of all
nations. He also said India’s
commitment towards positive-
ly engaging all stakeholders in
the region has been unwavering
and enduring.

Highlighting the geo-polit-
ical significance and geo-eco-
nomic weight of the Indo-
Pacific nations, Pande said it is
evident from the fact that the
region accounts for 65 per cent
of the world’s population, 63 per
cent of the global GDP and 50
per cent of the world’s maritime
trade. The Army chief said the
region’s share in the global
GDP, its share in merchandise
market and maritime trade lend
this region a pivotal stature in
charting the world’s course in
the 21st century.

Rajnath emphasised that
the Indo-Pacific is no more a
maritime construct, but a full-
fledged geo-strategic construct,
and the region is facing a com-
plex web of security challenges,
including boundary disputes
and piracy.

He explained his vision for
the region through a theoretical
model by American author
Stephen R Covey, which is
based on two circles -- ‘Circle of

Concern’ and ‘Circle of
Influence’

“There may be instances
when the ‘Circle of Concern’ of
different nations overlap with
each other. International mar-
itime trade routes passing
through high seas, beyond the
exclusive economic zones of any
country, are relevant examples,’
he said.

“This can either result in
conflict between nations or
they can decide to coexist by
mutually deciding the rules of
engagement. The concept of
these circles underscores the
importance of strategic thinking
and prioritisation,” he added.

Rajnath pointed out that
states must recognise that glob-
al issues involve multiple stake-
holders and no one country can
address these challenges in iso-
lation. He stressed the need to
engage with the broader inter-
national community and work
collaboratively through diplo-
macy, international organisa-
tions and treaties to tackle com-
mon concerns within the over-
lapping ‘Circles of Concern’

Rajnath termed the United
Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),
1982 as a good example of
such an international agree-
ment that establishes the legal
framework for maritime activ-
ities and addresses the issues
arising from overlapping ‘circles
of concern’ of different nations.

The Defence Minister
termed the IPACC, Indo-Pacific
Armies Management Seminar
(IPAMS) and Senior Enlisted
Leaders Forum (SELF) as one of
the largest brainstorming events
of land forces in the region.
These events provide a unique
opportunity to build common
perspectives towards a shared
vision and build and strength-

ol .

en partnerships in the spirit of
collaborative security for all, he
said.

He reiterated India’s stand
for a free, open, inclusive and
rules-based Indo-Pacific Region
in the pursuit of shared securi-
ty and prosperity.

Rajnath added that India’s
efforts towards building robust
military partnerships with
friendly countries underscore its
commitment to not only safe-
guard national interests, but
also address global challenges
faced by all.

The Indian Army and the
United States Army are co-
hosting 13th IPACC, 47th
IPAMS and 9th SELE a three-
day conference of Chiefs of
Armies and delegates of 35
countries in New Delhi from
September 25 to 27.

The conference will provide
an opportunity for Army Chiefs
and senior-level leaders from
land forces, primarily of the
Indo-Pacific region, to exchange
ideas and views on security and
contemporary issues. The core
effort of the forum will be to
promote peace and stability in
the Indo-Pacific region through
mutual understanding, dialogue
and friendship amongst the lit-
toral partners. Army Chief
Pande said India’s vision for
Indo-Pacific emphasises peace-
ful resolution of disputes, avoid-
ance of use of force, and adher-
ence to international laws, he
said.

“While efforts by countries
are converging towards a free
Indo-Pacific, yet we are wit-
nessing manifestations of inter-
state contestations and compe-
titions;” the Army chief added.
He further noted that “chal-
lenges we face transcend across
borders and our response to
them must factor in this”,

American
delegation visited
J&K as well for
G20 meet: Garcetti

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

In the backdrop of the US
envoy to Islamabad visiting
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(POK), US Ambassador to
India Eric Garcetti on Tuesday
said the American delegation
has visited Jammu and
Kashmir as well for G20 meet-
ings.

Garcetti was reacting to
questions on US Ambassador
to Pakistan Donald Blome’s
six-day visit to POK last week.
“It’s not my place to react to the
US Ambassador in Pakistan
but he’s been before and we
obviously had part of our del-
egation in Jammu and Kashmir
during G20 as well” the
American envoy told reporters
on the sidelines of the 20th
Indo-US Economic Summit.

At the same time, Garcetti
made it clear that the Jammu
and Kashmir issue has to be
resolved bilaterally by India and
Pakistan and not by any third
party, including the US.

“We’ll stay engaged but
this is an issue we very reli-
giously know that has to be
resolved between India and
Pakistan not by any third party
including the US,” he said.

US Ambassador to
Pakistan Blome visited the
Gilgit-Baltistan region of PoK
and interacted with the locals
there, according to a Pakistani
media report. Asked about the
standing ovation given to a
Nazi war veteran in the
Canadian Parliament, Garcetti
said: “I think everybody recog-
nises the mistake.”

He refused to comment on
the US sharing intelligence on
the killing of Khalistani
extremist Hardeep Singh Nijjar.
“It's not my place to speak on
another country, Canada. As a
matter of business not just
this, we don’t talk about intel-
ligence or criminal justice mat-
ters,” Garcetti said.

Desi components
behind ISRO feat,
says Somanath

Rk 5
PTI M NEW DELHI

About 95 per cent of com-
ponents used in rockets
in the country have been
sourced from India, ISRO
Chairperson S Somanath said
on Tuesday.

Speaking at the 82nd
Foundation Day of CSIR,
Somanath highlighted that
ISRO’s expertise spans the
entire space domain, with all
technical work, including
rocket and satellite develop-
ment and space applications,
being carried out in-house.

He said approximately 95
per cent of the materials,
devices and systems used in
Indian Space Research
Organisation’s rockets are
domestically sourced, with
only 5 per cent coming from
abroad, primarily high-end
electronic components.

“This achievement is a
result of collaborations with
various Indian laboratories,
including national labs,
defence labs, and CSIR labs,
focusing on material indi-
genisation, technology capa-
bilities, and research,” he said.

Somanath also high-
lighted significant achieve-
ments in electronics indi-
genisation, including the
design and manufacture of
critical components such as
processors for rockets and
main computer chips, both
made in India.

“Additionally, ISRO has
developed essential compo-
nents, such as electro-
mechanical actuators, DC
power supply systems, battery
systems, and solar cells with-
in the country;” he said.

] |

At the Foundation Day of
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR),
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar
awards were also distributed
to 12 young scientists.

Immunologist Dipyaman
Ganguli of CSIR-Indian
Institute of Chemical Biology,
Kolkata; microbiologist
Ashwani Kumar of CSIR-
Institute of Microbial
Technology, Chandigarh;
biologist Maddika Subba
Reddy of the Hyderabad-
based Centre for DNA
Fingerprinting Diagnostics;
Akkattu T Biju of Indian
Institute of  Science
Bengaluru; and Debabrata
Maiti of the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Bombay are
among the awardees.

While Ganguli has been
awarded in the field of med-
ical sciences, Kumar and
Reddy have received the
award for their contribution
to biological sciences.

At the event, Principal
Scientific Advisor Ajay Sood
said there is a rationalisation
of the awards to truly make it
national and to make the
selection process transpar-
ent.

“From the next year,
there will be Vigyan Yuva
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar
awards and these awards will
not be seven as it is now but
will number 25 and these
again are meant for yuva sci-
entists, technologists and of
course the innovators in
almost 12 fields and there is
another one which we call
others to see any other field
that has not been listed,” he
said.
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ensex falls 78 points
il

PTI @ MUMBAI

enchmark BSE Sensex
Bdeclined by 78 points in

a listless trade on Tuesday
due to select profit taking in I'T
and banking shares in line
with weak Asian markets and
continuous foreign fund out-
flows.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
fell 78.22 points or 0.12 per cent
to settle at 65,945.47 with 14 of
its components closing lower
and 16 advancing. During the
day, it declined 158.06 points or
0.23 per cent to a low of
65,865.63.

The broader Nifty dipped
9.85 points or 0.05 per cent to
end at 19,664.70. As many as 23
Nifty shares declined while 27
closed in the green.

Among Sensex shares,
IndusInd Bank fell the most by
1.29 per cent, followed by Tech
Mahindra (1.28 per cent),
Kotak Bank (1.24 per cent) and
Infosys (1 per cent).

Asian Paints, ICICI Bank,
Titan, and Bajaj Finserv were
among the losers.

On the other hand, Nestle
India rose the most by 1.58 per
cent. Tata Steel, Mahindra &
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Mahindra, Bajaj Finance,
HDFC Bank and Tata
Consultancy Services were
among the gainers.

“Markets witnessed a list-
less trading session and lin-
gered in negative territory for
most part of the trading session
due to weak Asian and
European cues. Traders resort-
ed to selective profit-taking
ahead of the next week’s RBI
policy outcome, while external
factors like strength in dollar

index and rising treasury yields
continue to dampen senti-
ment,” Shrikant Chouhan,
Head of Research (Retail),
Kotak Securities Ltd, said.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge dipped 0.09
per cent and the smallcap
index climbed 0.33 per cent.

Among the indices, IT fell
0.46 per cent, bankex declined
0.45 per cent, teck (0.36 per
cent), consumer durables (0.23
per cent) and financial services

(0.21 per cent).

Commodities, consumer
discretionary, FMCG, industri-
als and telecommunication
were among the gainers.

Vinod Nair, Head of Rese-
arch at Geojit Financial
Services said, “Trading
remained flat as headwinds
from the global market and
continued selling by FIIs kept
domestic investors under vigil.

“While bargain hunting
was visible in small-cap stocks
due to the recent correction
and favourable valuation com-
pared to large and mid-caps, IT
indices slid due to the fear of
one more rate hike by the FED
and a consequent reduction in
spending” In Asian markets,
Seoul, Tokyo, Shanghai and
Hong Kong ended lower.

European markets were
trading on a mixed note. The
US markets ended in positive
territory on Monday.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude declined 0.79 per
cent to USD 92.55 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (FIIs) offloaded equities
worth %2,333.03 crore on
Monday, according to exchange
data.

I‘-In'_‘diGuo seeks‘.mr

to become bigger,

more globa

PTI B NEW DELHI

India is an incredible and one
of the most competitive avia-
tion markets in the world,
IndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers said
on Tuesday and asserted that the
airline is seeking to become big-
ger and more global.

The chief of the country’s
largest airline said it is building
its own international network,
adding new overseas routes
from existing cities and enhanc-
ing partnerships with other car-
riers.

Besides, the carrier is taking
various mitigating measures to
deal with issues related to Pratt
& Whitney (P&W) engines that
power its A320 fleet. It has
grounded many aircraft due to
the engine woes.

IndiGo, which started flying
more than 17 years ago, operates
nearly 1,900 flights daily with
more than 320 planes and has a
domestic market share of over
63 per cent. In recent months,
the carrier has commenced
flights to various overseas des-
tinations, including Nairobi and
Almaty.

Against this backdrop,
Elbers, on Tuesday, also said that
India is an incredible and one of
the most competitive aviation
markets in the world and there

is also a lot of competition in the
market.

“There should be a correla-
tion between price of a ticket and
cost of operations... Otherwise,
airlines will be out of business,”
he said and added that IndiGo
focuses on affordable fares that
goes up and down depending on
the season.

The airline connects 32
international and 81 domestic
destinations. While highlighting
the growth potential of the
country’s aviation sector, Elbers
said IndiGo is going through a
“maturing phase” and also
stressed the need for having avi-
ation hubs in India, which is
under served.

“IndiGo has the ambition to
become bigger, better and even
more global...” he said.

According to him, the air-
line has developed a strategy for
internationalisation which has
three very important elements.

Apart from building its own
network, the carrier is connect-
ing existing cities with new
routes like Bhubaneswar and
Singapore. Besides, it is enhanc-
ing partnerships.

Earlier this month, IndiGo
announced a codeshare partner-
ship with British Airways. It also
has codeshare partnerships with
various other airlines.

Cipla introduces drone
delivery of critical medicine
to Himachal hospitals

PTI B NEW DELHI

Drug major Cipla on Tuesday
said it has introduced
drone-powered deliveries of
critical medicines for hospitals
and pharmacies in Himachal
Pradesh in partnership with
Skye Air Mobility.

The Mumbai-based firm
aims to deliver medicines for
cardiac, respiratory and other
essential chronic therapies as
part of the initiative.

The use of drones will sup-
port on-time deliveries of the
company’s medicines to
chemists and clinics in remote
areas while minimising risks
such as delays, temperature
excursions affecting cold chain
products, and roadside acci-
dents, Cipla said in a statement.

“As we accelerate our digi-
tal agenda across all functions,
implementing drone-powered
distribution enhances our sup-

ply chain resilience, strengthens
connects with channel part-
ners, helps us stay future ready
and maintain reliable, prompt
delivery of our trusted high-
quality drugs to stockists and
patients in the region,” Cipla
Global Supply Chain Head
Swapn Malpani said.

The drug firm said it also
aims to scale the service in the
future through distribution to
hospitals and expand market
coverage to inaccessible and
hilly terrains such as
Uttarakhand and the Northeast
region in India.

India’s export of polished diamond to

dip by 22 per cent this fisca

PTI @ MUMBAI

India’s exports of cut and pol-
ished diamonds (CPDs) is
likely to decline by 22 per cent
to USD 17.2 billion in 2023-24,
amid weak underlying demand
conditions in key destinations
including the US and Europe, a
report said on Tuesday.

CPD exports have been on
a declining trend since the sec-
ond half of FY23 and during the
first five months of this financial
year shipments witnessed a
sharp year-on-year decline of 31
per cent, Icra said in a report.

The decline in CPD exports
was led by a fall in both export
volumes and polished diamond
prices, it added.

While some sequential
improvement in volume is
expected in the coming months,
driven by the onset of the festive
season, overall exports are still
expected to contract by 22 per
cent this fiscal, it stated.

The rating agency has thus
revised the sector outlook to
‘Negative' from ‘Stable’

“The export contraction is

primarily being driven by weak
underlying demand conditions
in key consuming nations like
the US and Europe due to the
inflationary pressures, leading to
a shift in spending away from
diamonds.

“Demand from China,
which accounts for 10-15 per
cent of the global demand, has
also not picked up meaningful-
ly so far}” Icra Vice President and
Sector Head Sakshi Suneja said.

In addition, competition
from lab-grown diamonds,
which are priced at a significant
discount to natural diamonds,
also accentuated the dip in vol-
umes, particularly for the large-
sized diamonds in the range of
one to three carats, she added.

The report further said that
the prices of rough diamonds
remain elevated in FY24, with
current prices hovering around
the 15-year median level, despite
some softening seen in the
recent months.

These prices had soared in
the last two years, following lim-
ited supply from mining compa-
nies and robust revival in

' Report

demand, post the pandemic, it
noted.

However, despite subse-
quent softening in demand,
rough prices remained high due
to limited availability from
Russia in the market, following
the US sanctions on Alrosa
PJSC - the Russia-owned dia-
mond mining entity, which sup-
plies 30 per cent of the rough
diamonds globally.

With intensified sanctions
on Russia and no major ramp-
up in output of other mining
entities, rough prices are expect-
ed to remain elevated, the Icra
report said.

On the other hand, the
prices of polished diamonds
continue to be under pressure,
with current prices being 15-20
per cent below the 15-year
median level.

Coupled with demand pres-
sures and limited ability to pass
on the prices, this will shave off
40 bps of the operating profit
margins.

“Profitability pressures will
result in moderation in the
credit metrics of CPD players in
FY24. Faced with lower demand,
the inventory levels are also
expected to increase to an extent,
while remaining lower than the
pre-pandemic levels,” Suneja
said.

The CPD players have been
conscious in managing their
working capital cycle to control
their dependence on bank debt.
Additionally, recovery from cus-
tomers has been timely so far.
These factors would keep work-
ing capital borrowings of the
industry under check, Suneja
added.

Rupee falls 14
paise to settle at
83.27 against $

PTI ® NEW DELHI

The rupee stayed on the
downward track for the sec-
ond straight day to settle 14 paise
lower at 83.27 (provisional)
against the US dollar on Tuesday
due to a firm greenback against
major currencies overseas and
persistent foreign capital out-
flows. Besides, weak equity mar-
ket sentiment and elevated lev-
els of crude oil prices — hover-
ing above USD 92 a barrel —
weighed on the domestic cur-
rency, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the domestic unit
opened at 83.19 and traded
between a high of 83.17 and a
low of 83.27 against the green-
back during the day. It finally set-
tled at 83.27 (provisional), reg-
istering a fall of 14 paise from its
previous close.

On Monday, the rupee
declined by 19 paise to close at
83.13 against the dollar.

Analysts attributed the
downward movement of the
rupee to a strengthening dollar
amid weak Asian markets and
rising US Treasury yields. The
US dollar surged to a ten-month
high level after a Federal Reserve
policymaker hinted at a longer
interest rate hike due to
resilience in the US economy.
The 10-year US treasury yields
also rose to a 16-year high.

Focus on innovative products, pharmas told

PTI B NEW DELHI

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Tuesday asked domestic phar-
maceutical industry to focus on
the research and development of
innovative products to move up
the value chain and achieve
global leadership.

Mandaviya, who also holds
the Chemical and Fertilisers
portfolio, asked medical technol-
ogy companies to produce crit-
ical equipment in India for the
global markets.

While formally unveiling
the National Policy on Research
& Development and Innovation

in the Pharma-Med Tech Sector
here, Mandaviya said the dome-
stic pharmaceutical companies
invest less on research and
development when compared to
multinational companies.
“International MNCs spend
20-25 per cent of their profits in
research and innovation while
for Indian companies the aver-
age is around 10 per cent...Till
the time we do not come out
with research-led innovative
products, we cannot lead the
segment globally,” he noted.
He said the government
wants to make the pharma
industry self-reliant by 2047.
“Today is a historic day, an

inflection point in the journey
of “Atmanirbharta” in the phar-
ma & medical devices sector. We
need to transform Indian
Pharma & MedTech sectors
from a cost-based to a value-
based & innovation-based
industry;” the minister said.
Mandaviya asked the phar-
ma industry to focus on devel-
oping quality products and not
just focus on the quantity.
“India can only achieve self-
reliance in pharmaceuticals and
medical devices by strengthen-
ing its research and development
infrastructure that would drive
the expansion of access to life-
saving medicines and drugs

and help India become a glob-
al pharmaceuticals and medical
exports hub,” he added.

He said the government
has been working closely with
the industry and academia to
bring about the changes.

The Department of
Pharmaceuticals (DoP) noti-
fied the National Policy on
Research & Development and
Innovation in the Pharma-Med
Tech Sector in India in August
this year.

The policy aims to encour-
age R&D in pharmaceuticals,
including traditional medicines,
phytopharmaceuticals and med-
ical devices.

Deadline for demat nominees extended

PTI B NEW DELHI

Capital markets regulator Sebi on Tuesday
extended the deadline by three months
to December-end for existing demat account
holders to provide choice of nomination or
formally opt out of nomination through a

declaration form.

Additionally, submission of ‘choice of
nomination’ for trading accounts has been
made voluntary by the regulator as a move

towards ease of doing business.

Earlier, the deadline for existing eligi-
ble trading and demat account holders to
provide a choice of nomination was on or

before September 30.

The move is aimed at helping investors
to secure their assets and pass them on to
their legal heirs. “Based on the representa-
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tions received from the exchanges, depos-
itories, brokers associations and various
other stakeholders, submission of ‘choice of
nomination’ for trading accounts has been
made voluntary as a step towards ease of

doing business.

“With respect to demat accounts, it has
been decided to extend the last date for sub-
mission of ‘choice of nomination’ to
December 31, 2023, Sebi said in a circular.

Further, Sebi has given time till
December 31, for physical security holders
for submission of PAN, nomination, con-
tact details, bank account details and spec-
imen signature for their corresponding folio
numbers.

In July 2021, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) asked all
existing eligible trading and demat account
holders to provide a choice of nomination
on or before March 31, 2022.

Later, this was extended by one more
year till March 31, 2023 and again till
September 30, 2023.
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INDIA CANTERS TO
GOLD

She was training at Hagen ATW in
Germany before the Asian Games. She
rides Adrenalin Firfod.

Anush, who hails from Kolkata, is
currently based in Borchen in Germany.
He developed his passion for horse rid-
ing after his parents took him to a club
in Kolkata. He soon began having
horse riding lessons at the age of eight.
After having difficulties in finding a
coach, he left India in 2017 and moved
to Germany. Anush became the first
male dressage rider from India to com-
pete at the world championships at the
2022 edition in Herning, Denmark. His
horse’s name is Etro. Hailing from
Mumbai, the 25-year-old Vipul, a busi-
ness management degree holder from
University of London, also began horse
riding at a young age.

Since 2013, he began training with
top foreign players in Europe.

Interestingly, he build a top-class
riding facility and first breeding pro-
gramme for dressage horses in the
country. He rides Chemxpro Emerald.

NIJJAR KILLED IN
TERROR CROSSFIRE

Likewise,  the  Canadian
Government not only ignored the intel-
ligence reports of growing Khalistan
extremism but also stopped monitoring
activities of such groups.

Inter-gang rivalries among gang-
sters from Punjab are common in
Canada now, but the agencies there

ignored it.

The timing of the diplomatic spat
between New Delhi and Ottawa sug-
gests that the controversy is not going
to die down soon as elections are
round the corner in India, Canada and
Pakistan a few months away.

Pro-Khalistan elements have been
“operating freely” from Canadian soil
for nearly five decades in the garb of
notions like freedom of expression’ and
‘political advocacy’ but the country
maintains “complete silence” on intim-
idation, violence, drug trafficking by
these extremists, top sources said.

The bombing of Air India plane
Kanishka was perpetrated by Khalistani
extremists way back in 1985 and it was
the biggest aviation terror attack in the
world in the pre-9/11 era.

However, due to the apparent soft-
pedaling by Canadian agencies, key
accused Talwinder Singh Parmar and
his Khalistani extremist cohorts got
away scot-free, they said.

If that was not enough, Parmar is
now a hero of pro-Khalistan extremists
in Canada with banned group Sikhs For
Justice (SFJ) naming its campaign cen-
tre after him.

During the last four to five years,
Khalistani extremists were further
“emboldened” and started “operating
with impunity” from Canada and issu-
ing blatant threats against Indian diplo-
mats and Hindus.

During the period, links of Canada-
based Khalistani extremists have
emerged in more than half of the ter-
ror cases reported from Punjab, the
sources elaborated.

The multiple targeted killings of

Sikhs, Hindus and Christians in Punjab
after 2016 were the handiwork of
Khalistani separatist Nijjar, whose
killing has led to a row between India
and Canada. During the period,
Research and Analysis Wing, country’s
external intelligence agency, was helmed
by Punjab cadre IPS officer Samant
Kumar Goel.

In 2019, when Goel took charge as
chief of RAW, the Union Home
Ministry then helmed by Rajnath Singh
slashed the blacklist of Sikhs barred
from travelling to India from 314 to just
two. The list officially called the Central
Adverse List was pruned in the run up
to the opening of the Kartarpur corri-
dor.

Despite India furnishing dossiers on
the extremist activities of Khalistani
groups, the Canadian agencies never
launched any enquiry or investigation
against Nijjar and his associates Bhagat
Singh Brar, Parry Dulai, Arsh Dalla,
Lakbir Landa and many others and they
remain “political activists” in Canada.

The lack of cooperation by the
Canadian authorities in acting against
Khalistani terrorists has led to an
increase in the body count in Punjab
due to the terror-gangster network
operated from Canada, the sources fur-
ther said. Pro-India Sikh leader,
Ripudaman Singh Malik, was killed in
2022 in Surrey in Canada, a murder
ostensibly orchestrated by Nijjar.

But Canadian agencies allegedly did
not show any urgency in finding the cul-
prits and unravelling the real conspir-
acy, they said.

Two local criminals who were not
of Indian origin were only charged in

the case.

“Soft pedalling” of Khalistanis
ensured that moderate and pro-India
Sikhs were thrown out of many big
Gurdwaras in Canada using the mus-
cle and money power of the pro-
Khalistan extremists backed by ISI, they
added.

Emboldened by their “rising clout”
in the face of official backing in Canada,
pro-Khalistan extremists have started
openly intimidating the minority
Hindus in the Indian diaspora in
Canada and defacing their temples.

The recent open threats by
Khalistanis to the physical security of
Indian missions and diplomats in
Canada are a very serious development
and challenge the obligation of Canada
under the Vienna Convention.

Canada has been vocal in protest-
ing even trivial issues in Punjab but has
maintained a “complete silence” on
intimidation, violence, drug trafficking
and extortion by pro-Khalistan extrem-
ists sitting there and affecting both
countries, they said.

India has strongly rejected
Trudeau’s charge of Indian hand in
Nijjar’s killing subbing the same as
“absurd” and “motivated” and expelled
a senior Canadian diplomat in a tit-for-
tat move to Ottawas expulsion of an
Indian official over the case.

Hardening its stance on the issue,
India on September 20 advised all its
nationals living in Canada and those
contemplating travelling there to exer-
cise “utmost caution” in view of grow-
ing anti-India activities and “political-
ly-condoned” hate crimes as well as
“criminal violence” in that country.

Gold declings F150:
silver tumbles 850

old prices declined by Rs

150 to Rs 59,900 per 10
grams in the national capital on
Tuesday amid weak global cues,
according to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal had finished at Rs
60,050 per 10 grams.

Silver also tumbled Rs 850
to Rs 74,500 per kilogram.

In the international markets,
both gold and silver were quot-
ing lower at USD 1,912 per
ounce and USD 23.05 per ounce,
respectively.

Comex gold slipped to a
two-week low, weighed down by
strong gains in the US dollar and
bond yields amid speculation
that central banks will keep in-
terest rates elevated for longer to
rein in inflation, Saumil Gandhi,
senior analyst of commodities at
HDEFC Securities, said.

Meanwhile, in futures trade,
the October contract of gold fell
Rs 30 to Rs 58,671 per 10 grams.
Also, December contract of sil-
ver plunged Rs 111 to Rs 72,039
per kg on the MCX.
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Tax department notifies
‘Angel Tax’ rules for valuing
Investments in startups

PTI @ NEW DELHI

The Income Tax Department
has notified new Angel Tax
rules that comprise a mecha-
nism to evaluate the shares
issued by unlisted startups to
investors.

While previously the angel
tax — a tax levied on capital
received on the sale of shares of
a startup above the fair market
value — applied only to local
investors, the Budget for 2023-
24 fiscal (April 2023 to March
2024) widened its ambit to
include foreign investments.

As per the Budget, the
excess premium will be consid-
ered as ‘income from sources’
and taxed at the rate of up to
over 30 per cent. However, star-
tups registered by the DPIIT are
exempt from the new norms.

The Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) in a September
25 notification spelled out the
valuation methodology.

As per the changes in Rule
11UA of I-T rules, the Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
provides that the valuation of
compulsorily convertible prefer-
ence shares (CCPS) and equity
shares issued by unlisted startups
can be based on the fair market
value.

The amended rules also
retain the five new valuation
methods proposed in the draft
rules for consideration received
from the non-residents — (i)

Comparable Company Multiple
Method, (ii) Probability Weigh-
ted Expected Return Method,
(iii) Option Pricing Method, (iv)
Milestone Analysis Method, and
(v) Replacement Cost Method.

Deloitte India Partner Sumit
Singhania said from an investors’
standpoint, revised rules offer a
wider range of valuation
methodologies to work with,
and that ought to make compli-
ance less onerous henceforth.

“Also, safe harbour permit-
ting 10 per cent deviation from
fair value makes room for val-
uation adjustments when need-
ed. Overall, the trajectory is to
align tax valuation methodolo-
gies with permissible exchange
control norms,” Singhania said.

Nangia & Co LLP Partner
Amit Agarwal said the amend-
ments to Rule 11UA of the
Indian Income Tax Act bring
positive changes by offering
taxpayers flexibility through
multiple valuation methods,
simplifying the valuation date
consideration, incentivising ven-
ture capital investments, facili-
tating investments from notified
entities, providing clarity on
CCPS and encouraging foreign
investments.

“The inclusion of a tolerance
threshold for minor valuation
discrepancies further enhances
efficiency and fairness in tax
assessments, ultimately benefit-
ing both taxpayers and the gov-
ernment.
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China refuses cooperation
with Pakistan under CPEC

PTI B ISLAMABAD

hina has refused to further

expand cooperation in the
areas of energy, water manage-
ment, and climate change under
the multi-billion dollar China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), it emerged on Tuesday,
signalling a strain in the ‘iron-
clad’ friendship between the
two all-weather allies. Cash-
strapped Pakistan also gave up
its opposition to setting up a
new imported coal-fired power
plant in Gwadar in Balochistan
province and agreed to a num-
ber of Chinese demands to
address Beijing’s concerns, The
Express Tribune newspaper
reported, citing the signed min-
utes of the 11th Joint
Cooperation Committee (JCC)
of the CPEC.

The JCC is a strategic deci-
sion-making body of the CPEC
and its 11th meeting was held
virtually on October 27 last year
on the insistence of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N)-led government that want-
ed to showcase some progress.
However, the minutes of the
meeting were signed almost a
year later on July 31 during the
visit of Chinese vice premier He
Lifeng, highlighting the differ-
ence of opinions on both sides
that led to such a huge delay in
reaching a consensus, the report
said. When contacted, the
Ministry of Planning stated
that it was a global practice for
the minutes of meetings
between two countries to be
signed by both sides only after

due consultation and evolving
consensus. Interestingly, the
final draft shared with Beijing
by Pakistan and the final min-
utes signed by both sides were
different in many ways, the
report said.

Chinas disagreement to
further expand cooperation in
areas of energy, water manage-
ment, and climate change under
the CPEC underscores “the
challenges that both the sides
are facing in deepening the eco-
nomic ties’, it said.

The USD 60 billion CPEC,
which connects Gwadar Port in
Pakistan’s Balochistan with
China’s Xinjiang province, is the
flagship project of China’s ambi-
tious multi-billion-dollar Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI). The
BRI is seen as an attempt by
China to further its influence
abroad with infrastructure pro-
jects funded by Chinese invest-
ments all over the world.

The CPEC s a collection of
infrastructure and other pro-
jects under construction
throughout Pakistan since 2013.
India has protested to China

N
e

over the CPEC as it is being laid
through Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK).

The details of the final
minutes of the 11th JCC
showed that China did not
agree to a host of measures that
Pakistan had proposed in the
areas of energy, water manage-
ment, climate change and
tourism in Gilgit-Baltistan,
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, PoK
and the coastal areas.

China excluded coopera-
tion in the areas of cross-bor-
der tourism in Gilgit-Baltistan,
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, PoK
and cooperation for the pro-
motion of coastal tourism from
the final minutes, the details
showed. China also did not
agree to Pakistan’s proposal
for the inclusion of Water
Resources Management and
Climate Change and Urban
Infrastructure Development in
the CPEC framework. The
proposal for setting up a new
joint working group on water
resources management and cli-
mate change was also rejected
by China.

SL. prez to meet IMF officials
for talks on eco reform plan

PTI ® COLOMBO

Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe will meet
the officials of the International
Monetary Fund on Tuesday to
hold crucial talks on the hard
economic reforms undertaken
by the government to stabilise
the fiscal system of the cash-
strapped island nation.

The officials of the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) are visiting the country
to conduct the first review of its
USD 2.9 billion bailout pack-
age approved for crisis-hit Sri
Lanka in mid-March. The sec-
ond tranche of USD 300 mil-
lion is to be released after the
ongoing review. During the
review, the government will
have to convince the global
lender that it has fulfilled the
conditions set by the IMF to
revive the island nation’s econ-

omy. “These two weeks would
be crucial for our economic
reform programme. At this
IMF review, we will be assess-
ing the extent to which we have
complied in setting up reforms
and how far we need to go,
State Minister of Finance
Shehan Semasinghe told
reporters here. Sri Lanka has
executed some of the tough
reforms to stabilise the nation’s
economy. Semasinghe said
some of the reforms had hit the
people hard.

“These were reforms that
should have been implement-
ed a long time ago...We only
started doing so when the cri-
sis hit,” he said.

Sri Lanka was hit by its
worst economic crisis in histo-
ry when the country’s foreign
exchange reserves fell to a crit-
ical low and the public came
out on the streets to protest the

shortage of fuel, fertilisers and
essential commodities.

The country began seeking
the IMF bailout only after it
declared its first-ever sovereign
debt default in April 2022.

The resultant political cri-
sis forced the then president
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to resign
in July 2022. His successor
Wickremesinghe has steered
the economy out of the mess by
lowering inflation.

Having entered the IMF
programme, the government
set in a series of tax and utili-
ty services reforms which
meant higher taxes and tariff
hikes. Still, analysts say the
island’s economy has only par-
tially recovered. An Indian
credit line of nearly USD 4 bil-
lion provided a lifeline to the
country until the bailout agree-
ment with the IMF was
reached.
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Judicial remand of Imran, Qureshi extended

PTI ® ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s former prime min-
ister Imran Khan and his
close aide Shah Mahmood
Qureshi will continue to
remain in jail till October 10 as
a special court on Tuesday
extended for the third time
their judicial remand in a case
related to the alleged disclosure
of state secrets.

Khan, also the chief of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party, was arrested last month
after a case was filed against
him for allegedly violating the
Official Secrets Act by dis-
closing a secret diplomatic
cable (cipher) sent by the coun-
try’s embassy in Washington
last year in March.

Judge Abul Hasnat
Zulgarnain conducted the pro-
ceedings inside the high secu-
rity Attock Jail where the for-
mer prime minister has been
detained since August 5 after
his arrest following conviction
in the Toshakhana case. Khan’s
sentence was suspended by
the Islamabad High Court on
August 29 in the Toshakana
case, but he continues to

remain in Attock prison in the
cipher case.

After the hearing, the judge
ordered to keep Khan in judi-
cial custody until October 10 to
complete the probe.

It is the third time that
Khan, 70, has been sent to jail
on remand. His judicial
remand was initially extended
till September 13 and then
again till September 26, along
with Qureshi’s. The previous
14-day remand ended today.

Qureshi was presented
before the special court at the
Federal Judicial Complex in
Islamabad. The two-time for-
mer foreign minister was
brought to the court hand-
cuffed. The court authorities
informed that his judicial
remand in the case was also
extended till October 10.

Qureshi, 67-year-old for-
mer foreign minister, was
arrested under the Official
Secrets Act for violating the
secrecy of the official cable sent
by the Pakistani embassy in the
US to the foreign office when
he was the foreign minister.

As per the law ministry,
Khan's special court proceed-

ings are being held in the
Attock jail “due to security
reasons’.

Security was beefed up
outside the jail ahead of the
hearing. Talking to the media
outside the court, Qureshi
lamented that the PTT leader-
ship was being punished for the
crimes they haven’t committed.

“(Our) conscience is con-
tent, intentions are clean... (we)
are innocent... God can change
hearts and overturn decisions;”
he said. When asked what
would happen if his party is not
allowed to contest polls, the
vice chairman of the PTI said

the polls would then be “mean-
ingless” and “worthless”.

“The importance of the
polls would end without PTI
participating in it Qureshi
said, adding that the country
will suffer an irreparable loss if
transparent elections are not
held. A day earlier, the
Islamabad High Court ordered
authorities to shift Khan to the
Adiala jail in Rawalpindi.
However, the directive was not
implemented.

Earlier, the authorities were
allowed to conduct hearings of
the case in the jail due to secu-
rity concerns. The cricketer-

turned-politician is charged
with the violation of the
Official Secrets Act in connec-
tion with the leakage of a con-
fidential diplomatic cable from
Pakistan’s embassy in
Washington.

The cipher case was filed
last month against Khan on the
allegations of violating secret
laws of the country in the
matter of a cable sent by the
Pakistan  embassy in
Washington in March last year.

In March last year, ahead of
the vote of no-confidence that
resulted in his ouster, Khan
pulled out a piece of paper -
allegedly the cipher - from his
pocket and waved it at a pub-
lic rally in Islamabad, claiming
it was the evidence of an “inter-
national conspiracy” being
hatched to topple his govern-
ment.

However, during the inter-
rogation with the joint investi-
gation team (JIT) in the jail on
August 26, Khan denied that
the paper he waved at a public
gathering last year was the
cipher. He also admitted to los-
ing the cipher, saying he could-
n't recall where he kept it.

US concerned over Chinese
ship’s planned visit to SL

AP B NEW YORK/COLOMBO

The US has expressed concern to Sri
Lanka about the likely visit of a
Chinese research ship next month
that could also cause worries in India
which in the past has raised security
concerns over docking by China’s spy
vessels, according to a media report

US Under Secretary Victoria
Nuland, who met Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister Ali Sabry in New York on the
sidelines of the UN General Assembly
session, raised concerns about the
upcoming visit of the Chinese research
vessel ‘SHI YAN 6, Daily Mirror news-
paper reported on Monday. Minister
Sabry briefed her that Sri Lanka, as a
neutral country, had worked out the
Standard Operating Procedure (SPO)
to be followed by foreign ships and air-
craft in carrying out any activity in Sri
Lankan territory.

The minister reportedly told her
that Sri Lanka had been even-handed
in this approach for all the countries
and could not exclude China from the
process as a result. Earlier, President
Ranil Wickremesinghe also said that
the SPO had been worked out for for-
eign vessels. The Chinese research
vessel is expected in Sri Lanka in
October to carry out research along
with the National Aquatic Resources
Research and Development Agency
(NARA). Described as a
Research/Survey Vessel with a carrying
capacity of 1115 DWT, the current
draught is reported to be 5.3 metres in
length overall 90.6 metres and width 17
metres.

Sri Lanka’s Foreign Ministry last

month said it is currently processing a
request by China to allow its research
ship to dock in the country.

“The Chinese embassy here has
made an application and the ministry
is currently looking at it,” Priyanga
Wickramasingha, the foreign ministry
spokesperson, had said. No dates have
been fixed yet for the visit, she said.

China despatches its research/sur-
veillance vessels to Sri Lanka on a reg-
ular basis. In August this year, the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army
Navy warship HAI YANG 24 HAO
arrived in the country on a two-day
visit.

It was reported that the arrival of
the 129-metre-long ship was delayed
due to concerns raised by India.

In August last year, a similar visit
by the Chinese ballistic missile and
satellite tracking ship, “Yuan Wang 5;
which arrived in the southern Sri
Lankan port of Hambantota elicited
strong reactions from India.

There were apprehensions in New
Delhi about the possibility of the ves-
sel’s tracking systems attempting to
snoop on Indian defence installations
while being on its way to the Sri Lankan
port. However, after a considerable
delay, Sri Lanka allowed the ship to
dock at the strategic southern port of
Hambantota, being built by a Chinese
company.

Cash-strapped Sri Lanka considers
both India and China equally impor-
tant partners in its task to restructure
its external debt. China is one of the top
lenders to Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka owes
USD 7.1 billion to bilateral creditors,
including USD 3 billion to China.

China’s top diplomat calls on
US to host APEC summit

AP B BEUING

hinas foreign minister called on the US
n Tuesday to do what it can to hosta
cooperative meeting of Asia-Pacific lead-
ers in November, criticising those who seek
to play up a confrontation between democ-
racy and authoritarianism. Wang Yi said the
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation sum-
mit in San Francisco in November should
promote cooperation rather than provoke
confrontation, and said the US should show
fairness and inclusiveness to create better
conditions for a smooth meeting. “We
should ... oppose advocating for democra-
cy versus authoritarianismy’ and imposing
our own values and models on others; he
said at the launch of a government report
on its proposals for what it calls “a global
community of shared future”

US President Joe Biden has sought to
create alliances and partnerships with
other democratic countries to build a more
unified response to Chinas growing geopo-
litical influence. China is a one-party state
that has been ruled by the Communist Party
for more than 70 years.

China has been trying to position itself
as a leader of less-developed nations, say-
ing it offers an alternative to what it has long
called “Western hegemony.” The APEC
meeting is widely seen as an opportunity
for Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping
to meet as the US and China try to man-
age their rocky relationship — if the
Chinese leader attends.

Xi skipped a recent Group of 20 lead-
ers meeting in India, and Wang gave a non-
committal response when asked if Xi would
go to APEC. “We are in communication
with all parties and will make an official
announcement in due course, he said. In

US PRESIDENT

HAS SOUGHT TO
CREATE ALLIANCES AND
PARTNERSHIPS WITH
OTHER DEMOCRATIC
COUNTRIES TO BUILD
A MORE UNIFIED
RESPONSE TO
CHINA'S GROWING
GEOPOLITICAL
INFLUENCE

Hong Kong, a Chinese territory; leader John
Lee said he has not received an invitation
to APEC. Hong Kong is a member of the
group, but the U.S. has banned him from
entering the country since 2020 for his role
in enforcing a national security law that has
targeted pro-democracy activists.
“According to APEC guidelines and pro-
tocol, the organizer should send an invi-
tation to the leader of the respective
economies,” Lee said at his weekly media
briefing. “T am still waiting for the invi-
tation letter to be sent to me”Wang
stepped down as foreign minister at the
end of last year and became the
Communist Party’s foreign policy chief.
He returned as foreign minister in July,
while retaining the more senior party posi-
tion, after his successor, Qin Gang, was
removed from office. The government still
hasnt explained what brought about
Qin’s downfall.

Russian drone strikes hit port area,

cut ferry service to Romania

20 die, 300 hurt in gas station explosion

Nagorno-Karabakh

Stepanakert, and residents stood or
lay along sidewalks next to heaps of

luggage.

AP W KYIV

Russia struck the Black Sea region
of Odesa in a drone barrage that
damaged a warehouse, charred
dozens of trucks and injured two dri-
vers in fiery explosions that led to the
suspension of the ferry service
between Romania and Ukraine,
officials said Tuesday.

Meanwhile, a senior Russian
naval officer that Ukraine on
Monday claimed to have killed in a
missile strike was seen attending an
online conference.

Video shot from the Romanian
side of the Danube River showed
rapid bursts of Ukrainian anti-air-
craft fire streaking through the
night sky followed by two orange
fireballs exploding near the port
area. Photos showed burned-out
frames of trucks.

Romanian Border Police said
ferries were anchored on the
Romanian shores of the Danube in
Isaccea due to the attacks on
Ukraine. Traffic was being redirect-
ed through Galati, a Romanian
town upstream on the Danube.

Ukraine’s air force said it
downed 26 of 38 drones launched by
Russia overnight.

Russian forces targeted the area
of Izmail in the Odesa region, in
what has become a sustained cam-
paign to target Ukraine’s ability to
export grain. Attacks on Monday
killed two people in a grain ware-
house in Odesa and badly damaged
an abandoned high-rise hotel, offi-
cials said. After Moscow pulled out
of a UN-brokered grain deal this
summer, the strikes on Izmail and
cities located in the southern part of
the Odesa region became routine.
Attacks on the cities on the Danube
have been especially damaging
because the route has emerged as the
most promising for continued
Ukrainian exports. At least nine
civilians were killed in Ukraine and
15 people were injured over the past

In this photo provided by the Odesa Region Administration, firefighters work to extinguish a fire in

port infrastructure after a Russian rocket attack in Izmail, Ukraine, on Tuesday

AP/PTI

24 hours, the presidential office
reported, though some of those
deaths were also reported Monday.
Russian artillery damaged homes, a
school, a market and a food process-
ing plant in the southern city of
Kherson that is near the front lines
of the war, officials said. In fighting
in the Zaporizhzhia region in the
southeast, the Russian army dropped
five aerial bombs on Robotyne, a
town Ukraine took in August in its
slow-moving counteroffensive.

On Monday, Ukraine claimed
without evidence that its missile
strike on the Crimean headquarters
of Russia’s navy last week killed 34
officers, including fleet commander
Adm. Viktor Sokolov. Russia did not
comment on that report, but on
Tuesday Sokolov was seen among
other senior officers attending a
video conference with Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu.

Although neither side has
released casualty figures, the coun-
teroffensive is believed to have taken
a heavy toll on both sides and it has
been devastating to the towns and
villages where fighting has raged.

New aerial video footage of
Klishchiivka, on the outskirts of

Bakhmut, shot with a drone for The
Associated Press shows how the bat-
tle has turned the village in eastern
Ukraine into a pile of rubble after
months of fierce fighting.

The footage shot two days ago
shows the village in ruins with
destroyed Russian tanks and military
vehicles littering the main road.
Barely a building remains intact in
the village that was once home to
almost 400 people.

A rare structure that still had
four walls standing was missing its
roof. Single walls stood like tomb-
stones to mark where someone once
lived. Ukraine recaptured the village
Sept 17 after months of fighting, two
days after it won back neighboring
Andriivka, the Ukrainian military
said. Both are tiny towns but were
considered tactically important for
Ukrainian forces as they extend
gains around Bakhmut, 6 miles (10
km) to the north. The commanding
heights of the village offer a view into
the Russian-occupied town of
Bakhmut and open up new oppor-
tunities for Ukrainian forces to
encircle the town. It also potential-
ly allows Ukrainians a better view of
Russian logistic lines.

residents flee

AP W YEREVAN (ARMENIA)

At least 20 people were killed and
nearly 300 others injured by an
explosion at a crowded gas station
in Nagorno-Karabakh as thou-
sands of people rushed to flee into
Armenia, separatist authorities in
the region said Tuesday. More than
13,500 people — about 12% of the
region’s population — have fled
across the border since Azerbaijan’s
swift military operation to fully
reclaim the breakaway region after
three decades of separatist rule,
Armenia’s government said Tuesday
morning.

The explosion took place as
people lined up to fill their cars at
a gas station outside the regional
capital of Stepanakert late Monday.  ed.
The separatist government’s health
department said that 13 bodies have
been found and seven people have
died of injuries from the blast, the

cause of which remains unclear. It
added that 290 people have been
hospitalised and scores of them
remain in grave condition.
Armenia’s health ministry said
a helicopter brought some blast vic-
tims to Armenia on Tuesday morn-
ing, and more flights were expect-

Azerbaijani presidential aide
Hikmet Hajiyev said on X, former-
ly Twitter, that hospitals in
Azerbaijan were ready to treat vic-

tims, but not if any had been taken
to them. Azerbaijan has sent in
burn-treatment medicine and other
humanitarian aid, he said. Gasoline
has been in short supply in
Nagorno-Karabakh for months,
and the explosion further adds to
local residents’ anxiety about
whether they will be able to drive
out. The Armenian border is about
35 km (22 miles) from Stepanakert.

Cars bearing large loads on
their roofs crowded the streets of

The Azerbaijani military rout-
ed Armenian forces in a 24-hour
blitz last week, forcing the separatist
authorities to agree to lay down
weapons and start talks on
Nagorno-Karabakh’s “reintegra-
tion” into Azerbaijan. While
Azerbaijan has pledged to respect
the rights of ethnic Armenians in
the region and restore supplies
after a 10-month blockade, many
local residents feared reprisals and
decided to leave. Azerbaijan’s block-
ade of the only road connecting
Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia
caused severe shortages of food,
medicine and fuel in the region.

Moscow said that Russian
peacekeepers in Nagorno-Karabakh
were assisting the evacuation. Some
700 people remained in the peace-
keepers’ camp there by Monday
night. Nagorno-Karabakh was an
autonomous region within
Azerbaijan under the Soviet Union,
but separatist sentiment grew in the
USSR’ dying years and then flared
into war.

South Korea parades troops, weapons

AP W SEOUL

South Korea paraded thousands of troops and
an array of weapons capable of striking North
Korea through its capital as part of its biggest
Armed Forces Day ceremony in 10 years on
Tuesday, as its president vowed to build a
stronger military to thwart any provocation by
the North. Concerns are growing that North
Korea is seeking Russian help in expanding its
nuclear arsenal in return for supplying Moscow
with conventional arms exhausted by its war with
Ukraine. “After looking at your imposing march
today, I believe our people would trust you and
have faith in our national security;” President
Yoon Suk Yeol told cheering soldiers at the end
of the ceremony in a central Seoul plaza. “T’ll
always support you together with our people”
Earlier, South Korea rolled tanks, artillery sys-

ARMED FORCES DAY CEREMONY

tems, drones and powerful ballistic missiles capa-
ble of hitting all of North Korea through the
streets of Seoul, amid steady autumn rains.

About 4,000 South Korean troops carrying
rifles or flags followed them, accompanied by
about 300 US soldiers, in the first such military
parade since 2013.

As the soldiers and their weapons went past,
Yoon waved, clapped and flashed a thumbs-up.

Since taking office last year, he has been
pushing hard to beef up South Korea’s defense
capability while expanding military drills with
the United States in response to North Korea’s
advancing nuclear arsenal. But a complication
in Seoul and Washington’s efforts to curb the
North’s nuclear ambitions is the latest North

Korean push to deepen military cooperation
with Russia. Earlier this month, North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un travelled to Russia’s far east-
ern region to meet with President Vladimir Putin
and visit key military sites.

North Korea reportedly wants to receive
Russian technologies to help its development of
spy satellites, nuclear-propelled submarines
and powerful long-range missiles. Such weapons
would pose a major security threat to South
Korea and the US.

In a formal Armed Forces Day ceremony at
a military airport near Seoul earlier Tuesday,
Yoon said he'll strive to build “a strong military
that instills fear in the enemy”.

“Based on battle-ready combat capabilities
and a solid readiness posture, our military will
immediately retaliate against any North Korean
provocation,” he said.
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OAL-FEST GONTINUES FOR

INDIA IN MEN’S HOCKEY

PTI B HANGZHOU

Singh and Mandeep

Singh slammed a hat-
trick each as favourites India
mauled lowly Singapore 16-1
to register their second con-
secutive win in the men's
hockey competition at the
Asian Games here on Tuesday.

The Indians continued
their goal-scoring spree after
the 16-0 rout of Uzbekistan in
their tournament opener as
they found the net at will
against world No.49
Singapore.

Harmanpreet (24th, 39th,
40th, 42nd minutes) and
Mandeep (12th, 30th, 51st),
Abhishek (51st, 52nd), Varun
Kumar (55th, 55th), Lalit
Kumar Upadhyay (16th),
Gurjant Singh (22nd), Vivek
Sagar Prasad (23rd), Manpreet
Singh (37th), Shamsher Singh
(38th) were the goal scorers
for India.

India will next face
defending champions Japan
on Thursday.

Unexpectedly, the Indians
started on a rather sedate
note but completely enjoyed
the ball possession.

The play was totally in
Singapore's half as India dom-
inated the proceedings from
the start.

India's first chance came
in the sixth minute but
Sukhjeet Singh's shot was
saved by Singapore goalkeep-
er Sandran Gugan.

India secured their first
penalty corner in the next
minute but skipper
Harmanpreet Singh's flick was
defended stoutly by the
Singaporeans.

Two minutes later,
Mandeep Singh earned India's
second penalty corner but
again Singapore goalkeeper
Gugan made a terrific save
with his stretched right leg to
deny Harmanpreet.

Skipper Harmanpreet

Divyansh-Ramita miss 10m mixed air rif

PTI B HANGZHOU

ndia's Divyansh Panwar and

Ramita Jindal buckled under
pressure as they squandered a
big lead to lose to Korea in an
engrossing bronze medal
match of the 10m air rifle
mixed team event at the Asian
Games here on Tuesday.

Divyansh and Ramita were
leading 8-0 initially but the
Korean pair of Park Hajun
and Lee Eunseo made a
remarkable comeback to win
the match 20-18.

Ramita, who on Monday
won the 10m air rifle team sil-
ver and individual bronze, was
the more consistent of the two
and had four shots of 10.8 while

Divyansh had one. Divyansh
also had two bad shots of 9.9
and 9.8.

The 20-year-old Panwar,
who was part of the 10m air
rifle gold-winning team on
Monday, shot 314.3, while the

19-year-old Ramita shot 313.9

to aggregate 628.2.

Earlier, the Indian duo fin-
ished sixth in the qualification
round and thus faced third
placed team Korea in the
bronze medal match.

e bronze

Unlike the individual 10m
air rifle event, where eight
shooters qualify for the finals,
in mixed team six pairs make
the medal round. Here too, the
top two placed teams compete
for the gold, while the remain-
ing four pairs are divided into
two groups and compete for
two bronze medals.

The other bronze was won
by Kazakhstan who beat Iran
17-11.

Hosts China, who had
topped the qualification round,
beat Uzbekistan 16-2 in the
gold medal match.

It was a medal-less day for
the Indian shooters after win-
ning five medals, including a
gold, in the first two days of the
competition.

India continued to attack
and finally broke the deadlock
in the 12th minute when
Mandeep directed into the
goal an inch-perfect pass from
Gurjant Singh.

In the last two minutes of
the the first quarter, India
secured as many as three
more penalty corners but
wasted all.

In all, India secured five
penalty corners in the first
quarter but failed to convert a
single one.

After a not-so-impressive
first quarter, India upped their
game in the next 15 minutes
and pumped in five goals.

India doubled their lead
just at the start of the second
quarter through Lalit, who
found the top right corner of
the net after being fed by
Sukhjeet, who tricked a cou-
ple of defenders and turned
180 degree to find his team-
mate.

India enjoyed the lion's
share of the possession but
were unable to find openings
in the final third.

India extended their lead
in the 21st minute through
Gurjant. Mandeep, this time,
turned provider as he came up
with a cross from the left to
find Gurjant who stretched his
stick to perfection to find the
back of the net.

A minute later, it was 4-0
in India's favour when Vivek
Sagar Prasad deflected in a
Sumit shot from inside the cir-
cle. Harmanpreet finally con-
verted a penalty corner for
India in the very next minute
to make the scoreline 5-0.

Another set piece followed
soon and India went for vari-
ation but Sanjay failed to exe-
cute the effort.

Just at the stroke of half-
time, India secured another
penalty corner and this time
Amit Rohidas' flick was
deflected in by a well-posi-
tioned Mandeep.

Tulika loses in
bronze medal match

PTI B HANGZHOU

Indian judoka Tulika Maan
missed out of a chance to win
a medal after going down to
Mongolia's Amaraikhan
Adiyasuren in the bronze-
medal play-off of the women's
+78kg event at Asian Games
here on Tuesday.

The 25-year-old from
Delhi, a silver medallist at the
2022 Commonwealth Games,
lost to Adiyasuren 0-10 by
ippon at Xiaoshan Linpu
Gymnasium here.

Earlier, Tulika knocked out
Macao's Qing Lam Lai 10-0 in
just 15 seconds with an ippon.

But in the quarterfinal, she
lost to Japanese Wakaba Tomita
who thrashed her 10-0 with an
ippon.

However, she stayed alive
to fight for the bronze after
beating Chinese Taipei's Jia
Wen Tsai with an ippon by 10-

0 in the repechage round.

The losers in the quarter-
final rounds enter the
repechage round.

Earlier, Indubala Devi
Maibam lost to Thai Ikumi
Oeda by 0-10 in women's
under 78 kg category where the
winner made an ippon in
round of 16.

India were unfortunate to
miss a medal in men's 100kg
where Avtar Singh sustained an
injury and conceded his quarter-
final and repechage matches.

In the round of 16, Avtar
defeated Thai's Kittipong
Hantratin with a Waza-Ari by
1-0.

But he sustained an injury
in the pre-quarters that forced
him out of the last-eight, giv-
ing Dzhafar Kostoev of UAE a
walkover.

In the repechage, Avtar
conceded his battle against

South Korean Jonghoon.

Boxer Sachin sails into
men's 57kg pre- quarters

PTI B HANGHZHOU

Indian boxer Sachin Siwach
put up a dominant display in
his opening 57kg bout to sail
into the pre-quarterfinals of
the Asian Games here on
Tuesday.

The 23-year-old managed
to dominate the match from
the beginning wading off flur-
ry of attacks from the
Indonesian with ease using his
flashy footwork.

Sachin successfully used
his long reach to connect accu-
rate jabs and hooks. As the
clock ticked, the 2021 World

Youth Championship grew in
confidence to earn a facile
win.

He will face Turki
Abuquthailah of Kuwait in the
Round of 16.

Later in the day, Narender
Berwal will play his pre-quar-
terfinal  bout against
Kyrgyzstan's Elchoro Uulu
Oomatbek in the +92kg weight
class.

India thrash Pak
& Singapore

PTI B HANGZHOU

The Indian squash con-
tingent began its Asian
Games campaign with
comfortable victories over
Singapore and Pakistan, in
the men's and women's
team competitions respec-
tively here on Tuesday.

The women's team
comprising 15-year-old
Anahat Singh, veteran
Joshna Chinappa and Tanvi
Khanna blanked Pakistan
3-0 in its opening Pool B
match.

The first singles saw
Asian Games debutant
Anahat getting past Sadia
Gul 11-6, 11-6, 11-3 in 16
minutes.

Joshna, playing the first
match of her sixth Asian
Games, took 13 minutes to
beat Noor Ul Huda Sadiq
11-2, 11-5, 11-7.

India, silver medallists
in the previous edition,
completed their dominance
when Tanvi thrashed Noor
Ul Ain Jjaz 11-3, 11-6, 11-
2.

Top two teams in Pool
A and Pool B progress to
the semifinals.

Third seeds India are
paired in Pool B alongside
Malaysia, Macau, China,
Pakistan and Nepal.

In the men's event, top
seeds India outplayed
Singapore 3-0.

Harinder Pal Sandhu,
back to playing singles after
along injury lay-off, had to
fight hard fora 11-4, 13-11,
8-11, 7-11 win over Jerome
Clement in the opening
singles.

India's highest ranked
player Saurav Ghosal, who
like Joshna is competing in
his sixth Asian Games, was
tested in the first game by
Samuel Kang before pre-
vailing 11-9, 11-1, 11-4 in
37 minutes.

Abhay Singh took care
of Marcus Phua in straight
games 11-7, 11-7, 11-7 to
ensure a comfortable win
for India, who face Qatar
later on Tuesday.

The others in India's
group include Pakistan,
Kuwait and Nepal.

Ghosal led team had
finished with a bronze in
the previous edition.

Having won the gold
back in 2014, the team is
targeting the top of the
podium here.

On Wednesday, the
men will face Pakistan in a
Pool A game. The clash
should be more competi-
tive than the one-side con-
test in the women's compe-
tition.

Indian golf team eyes
Asian Games medals

PTI W HANGZHOU

he seven-member Indian

golf team, comprising the
likes of Anirban Lahiri and
Aditi Ashok, will be hoping to
carry forward its recent superb
form when the event com-
mences at the Asian Games here
on Thursday.

Lahiri will be leading an
experienced set of Indian golfers
including Shubhankar Sharma,
Khalin Joshi and SSP Chawrasia,
while the women's team has the
likes of Olympian Aditi, Pranavi
Urs and Avani Prashanth.

While Lahiri and Sharma

have been given automatic
berths in the men's section,
Aditi has been given the same
honour among women.

Joshi and Chawrasia among

men and Pranavi and Avani in
women came through the qual-
ifiers conducted for amateurs
and pros by the Indian Golf
Union (IGU).

Indian women's hookey tea

PTI B HANGZHOU

Top-ranked India will look to assert
their continental supremacy with
asecond women's hockey gold in the
Asian Games when they open their
campaign against lowly Singapore

here on Wednesday.

Placed seventh in the world, India
are the top-ranked team in the com-
petition ahead of defending champi-

ons and world No.10 Japan.

The Savita Punia-led side would
look for redemption when it opens its
campaign against Singapore in the

Pool A match.

Going by form and rankings, the
Indians are considered title favourites
but in Japan, world No.11 China, and

world No.12 Korea, some tough oppo-
nents await them on their way to ulti-

mate glory.

ongoing Games.

But since their historic fourth-
place finish at the Tokyo Olympics, the
Indian women are on a high under
chief coach Janneke Schopman and
would be gunning for gold, which will
give them a direct ticket to Paris in the

Under Schopman and Savita's
leadership, India have only upped
their game in the recent past but it
won't be easy and they will have to
take the pressure aspect in their
stride to emerge triumphant here.

"The team is in great shape head-
ing into our first match against
Singapore, we had identified areas of

Schopman said.

improvement and worked on it in the
build-up to the Asian Games. The
plan is to start strong and take charge
of our games from the start whistle
and finish as table toppers,” coach

eyes continental supremacy

Korea.

€rs.

The road to semifinals would be
a bit easier for the Indian women as
they are grouped with relatively weak-
er opponents in Pool A consisting of
Singapore, Malaysia, Hong Kong and

Going by world stature, India and
Korea are expected to qualify for the
semifinal from Pool A, but it won't be
smooth sailing beyond that.

Pool B consists of China, Japan,
Indonesia, Kazakhstan and Thailand.

The team selection was on expect-
ed lines with chief coach Schopman
relying on her tried and tested play-

While the Indian goal will be
under the watchful eyes of skipper
Savita and Bichu Devi Kharibam, the

defence will be manned by vice-cap-
tain Deep Grace Ekka, Sushila Chanu
and Nikki Pradhan among others.
India boast of a strong forward-
line in Lalremsiami, Navneet Kaur,

Vandana Katariya, Udita and Sangita

Kumari while the midfield will be con-
trolled by Neha, Nisha, Salima Tete
and Ishika Chaudhary among others.

While India's recent results against
strong teams like Australia, England
and Germany were not up to the
mark, the Savita-led side would look
to apply the lessons learnt from those
outings in the Asian Games.

After Singapore, the Indian

women will take on Malaysia on
September 29, Korea (October 1) and
Hong Kong (October 3).

Nagal, Raina progress to quartertinals

PTI B HANGZHOU

drawn seventh game, Nagal saved

Japan's Haruka Kaji (ranked 213) for

7 (3) 7-5 win in two hours and 40

her Hong Kong's opponent in the
third round of the women's singles
event.

The semifinalists are assured of
bronze medals in the tennis event at
the Games.

However, the singles challenge of
Ramkumar Ramanathan and Rutuja
Bhosale came to a halt at the Asian
Games.

Nagal's movement on the court
and the immense retrieving ability
was a delight to watch as several
times Zhukayev went for drop shots
but Nagal reached the ball to fire win-
ners.

Zhukayev was sending down
powerful serves and his ground
strokes too packed a lot of power but
Nagal is not someone who would feel
threatened rather he kept the ball in
play since he always had an advan-
tage if the points were long.

After saving two set points,
Nagal pocketed the opening set by
sending down a widish backhand
which Zhukayev failed to return,
making a volley error while going for
a winner.

A break in the fourth game of the
second set handed Nagal an early
advantage as he led 4-1. In the long-

minute match.

Both Ramkumar and Bhosale are
still alive in the doubles competitions.

In the mixed doubles, the top-
seeded Indian pair of Yuki Bhambri
and Ankita Raina reached the pre-
quarterfinals with a 6-0 6-0 thrash-
ing of Pakistan's Aqeel Khan and
Sarah Khan.

However, Bhosale and her part-
ner Karman Kaur Thandi bowed out
of the women's doubles after a 5-7,
2-6 defeat against Thailand's Anchisa
Chanta and Punnin Kovatitukted in
1 hour and 59 minutes.

two breakpoints but the Kazakh
finally got the break with a forehand
winner down the line.

The 26-year-old shut the door on
the Kazakh with another break in
game 10 when Zhukayev buried a
backhand on net on the second
match point.

Raina, the top Indian woman
singles player at 198, converted all
three breakpoints she got in the one
hour 34-minute contest and saved
two of the three breakpoints she faced
against her 354th-ranked rival.

She will now fight it out with

a place in the semifinals.

Ranked 336, Bhosale was up
against higher-ranked Alexandra
Eala (190) from Philippines and went
down fighting 6-7 (5) 2-6 in one hour
and 51 minutes.

In the men's singles, Ramkumar
took the court against world number
78 Yosuke Watanuki and it was
always going to be a tough contest for
the Indian, who has been terribly out
of form this season.

To his credit, Ramkumar
stretched his superior Japanese rival,
who had to battle hard for his 7-5 6-

Counter—puncher Sumit Nagal
blunted the challenge of big-serv-
ing Beibit Zhukayev with his perse-
verance while Ankita Raina out-
gunned Adithya P Karunaratne with-
out fuss as the two Indians inched
closer to singles medals by reaching
the quarterfinals at the Asian Games
here on Tuesday.

Kazakhstan's Zhukayev served
big but Nagal controlled the points
better for a 7-6 (9) 6-4 in a riveting
men's singles third round while
Raina cruised to a 6-1 6-2 win over
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PTI W RAJKOT

Skjpper Rohit Sharma would
fancy a perfect culmination to
Indian team's World Cup prepa-
rations as hosts eye a rare clean
sweep of Australia in the third
and final ODI here on Wednes-
day.

Never before in the history
have India whitewashed Austra-
lia in the ODI format. In fact,
neither of them have achieved
such a result, home or away; irre-
spective of the number of
matches played in a series. Given
how perfectly everything has
panned out for the World Cup
hosts in the lead up to the mega
tournament, it would only be fit-
ting that India finish with a
deserving 3-0 score-line.

Dominant Indian team,
despite the absence of its front-
line players and still tinkering
with playing combinations to
make sure every member has
had game-time under their belt,
are in pole position to record a
fourth consecutive ODI win
before the quadrennial event
begins.

Gill, Axar, Shami,
Shardul & Hardik
to miss 3rd QDI

PNS B NEW DELHI

xar Patel, Shubman Gill

and Shardul Thakur have
not travelled to Rajkot for the
third and final ODI against
Australia on Wednesday.

Axar, who has been out
with a left quadriceps strain
since the Asia Cup and was
in the squad only for the final
ODI subject to fitness, is
understood to be recovering
well, and the team manage-
ment expects him to be fit in
time for the World Cup. He
is currently recovering at the
BCCI's National Cricket
Academy in Bengaluru.

Rohit Sharma, the cap-
tain, and Virat Kohli, who
both sat out the first two
games of the series, are back
in the line-up, but Moham-
med Shami, who played the
first two games, and Hardik
Pandya, who skipped the
initial games as well, are not
with the squad.

ESPNcricinfo under-
stands that with just 13 play-
ers around - Mukesh Kumar
was called up ahead of the
second ODI which Jasprit
Bumrah missed - India might
be forced to use local first-
class players, who are part of
the Saurashtra team, to chip
in in the field if needed.

AP B WELLINGTON

Less than six months after
knee surgery threatened to
rule him out of next month's
ODI World Cup, the goal of cap-
taining New Zealand in India
has been the key driver in get-
ting Kane Williamson through
his recovery.

The 33-year-old tore the
cruciate ligament in his right
knee playing for Indian Premier
League side Gujarat Titans in
April, which looked to have
scuppered his chances of mak-
ing the showpiece tournament.

However, intense rehab
work has meant a speedy recov-
ery.

Williamson hopes to be
ready for the Black Caps open-
ing game against defending
champions England on October
5, a repeat of the 2019 final his
side narrowly lost.

"It would be great. Naturally,
you want to be back playing
when you are fit and ready,
sooner rather than later," he said.

"You hope that ends up
being around that World Cup
time, but I'm still being very
focused on the rehab day-to-day
and not wanting those targets to
stretch it to a point where you
take a backward step.”

Williamson is already bat-
ting in the nets again, which the
injured knee can handle.

"For running, it's not quite
100 percent, but making good
progress,” he added.

Black Caps coach Gary
Stead said there was no fixed
date for when Williamson will
play again.

But his return will be a big
boost. He was player of the 2019
tournament with centuries

INDIA AIM

If they manage to clinch a 3-
0 win, India would also have
taken a massive upper-hand
over the five-time world cham-
pions Australia before the two
teams meet again in Chennai on
October 8 for their World Cup
opener.

It will be no exaggeration in
saying India have battered
Australia in the first two ODIs
despite both the rivals making
plenty of changes to keep their
top guns fresh, while also putting

miles in the legs of those who
would not usually feature in
first-choice XIs. There could,
however, be some respite for the
Australian bowlers as India have
rested their young gun Shubman
Gill for the final ODI after his 74
and 104 in the first two games,
alongwith Shardul Thakur.

In the 50-overs World Cup
year, Gill is the only batter in the
format with a thousand runs and
counting - 1,230 runs to be pre-
cise at a staggering average of

S

72.35 - and his absence from the
final game would certainly be
felt. But India's batting mainstays
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli
are expected to return and so are
the in-form Kuldeep Yadav and
Hardik Pandya from a brief
resting period during which
KL Rahul has led admirably.

Facing some tough ques-
tions over squad composition,
players' form, fitness and avail-
ability; India have turned the tide
and how.

ktera T — il g g
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That India would end up
with a problem of plenty was
something not envisaged when
the team embarked on the Asia
Cup campaign just a few weeks
ago. But the likes of Ishan
Kishan, Suryakumar Yadav,
Mohammed Shami and even
Mohammed Siraj have trans-
formed this Indian outfit into as
formidable a unit can get.

He took some time to get
going and again struggled with
his back-related troubles, but

TO WHITEWASH

Shreyas Iyer utilised perfect bat-
ting conditions in Indore to
record a century, which will also
consolidate his position in the
middle-order.

Much to the delight of the
Indian camp, Rahul has deliv-
ered the goods with the bat and
behind the stumps at the most
appropriate time. Like Rahul,
Jasprit Bumrah too has proven
his fitness and form in a few
matches after a long injury lay-
off. After resting from the sec-
ond ODY], India’s premier bowler
is available for selection.

Even though the team man-
agement appears tilted in favour
of injured Axar Patel, oldest
member of the Indian squad
Ravichandran Ashwin would
like to make this opportunity
count before the contingent is
finalised for the World Cup.

For Australia, it is not often
that they flop both with the bat
and the ball in India with the
white ball as miserably as they
have in the first two ODIs. The
visitors need to gather them-
selves as the wheels seem to be
coming off rapidly following five
consecutive defeats in ODIs.

A few months ago, the same
side beat India 2-1 with Mitchell
Starc haunting the Indian right-
handers with his perfect in-
swingers.

With one last game left
before the World Cup begins,
Australia would be tempted to
play their preferred bowling
attack with Pat Cummins and
Mitchell Starc coming in, even
though the batting lacks the fire-
power of Travis Head at the top
and Steve Smith and Marnus
Labuschagne not enjoying a
successful year of cricket in
India across formats.

PTI W LAHORE

Most of the Pakistan squad
members have not played
in India before but skipper
Babar Azam on Tuesday exud-
ed confidence, saying his team
has done its homework for the
ODI World Cup beginning on
October 5.

Pakistan team's visas were
finally cleared on Monday night
and the side will be reaching
Hyderabad via Dubai on
Wednesday.

Only Mohammad Nawaz
and Agha Salman have played in
India before. Babar could not
travel to India for the T20 World
Cup in 2016 due to an injury.

"Although we have not
played in India before, we are not
taking too much pressure. We
have done our research and we
have heard the conditions are
similar to how they play out in
other Asian countries,” said
Babar in the pre-departure media

We have done our research; Babar

1

conference here.

"It is quite an honour for me
to travel as the captain this time
around, I hope we come back wi-
th a trophy this time," he added.

Azam, one of the leading
batters in the game, will be
expected to score a bagful for
runs for his team in the ICC
showpiece. He is especially look-
ing forward to the big game
against India in Ahmedabad on
October 14.

"l am excited to play in
Ahmedabad as it will be jam-
packed. I will try my best to per-
form up to my potential. I am not
worried about my individual
accolades, I want to make sure
whatever I do helps the result for
the team ...

"Whenever there is a tour
coming up, I spend some time
planning for it. I prepare accord-
ing to [the teams I have to face

and make goals for myself. I try
to set targets for myself and then
I give my 100% in the ground.
"It is a chance to become a
hero as every World Cup perfor-
mance gives you a different kind
of confidence. Everyone is at
their best during the World Cup,

so whenever you perform there,
it is an altogether different feel-
ing," he said.

Babar said the team will be
missing the services of injured
pacer Naseem Shah. He also
asserted that there is no bad
blood in the dressing room fol-

lowing the Asia Cup disappoint-
ment.

"There is no ill will in the
dressing room. There are discus-
sions after every loss but they get
twisted into something else
entirely. The entire team is like
a family and there is love and
respect there."

Hasan Ali has been named
Shah's replacement and Babar
said he was picked because of his
rich experience.

"Of course we will miss
Naseem Shah as Shaheen
[Afridi] and Naseem bowling
together gave us a different edge.
It was not easy to pick his
replacement, but we all sat
together and got input from
[chief selector] Inzamam ul Hagq.

"We went with Hasan Ali
because he has experience. He
has played the World Cup before.
I cannot comment who will
bowl the new ball or the old ball,
as we cannot reveal our strategies
right now.

against South Africa and the
West Indies in leading New
Zealand to the cusp of lifting the
trophy.

Williamson, who has
chalked up over 6,500 runs in

ODI cricket, is desperate to
appear in a fourth World Cup,
admitting the prospect "keeps
you in the gym every day and
working hard".

"It's been really pleasing to

see the progress and keep taking
those little steps forward," he
added.

While New Zealand have
warmed-up for the World Cup
with tours of England and

Bangladesh, Williamson's injury
has limited his preparations.

But he is not overly con-
cerned.

"Naturally, it isn't ideal, but
I didn't get too much of a say in
it. It's the only option I have in
front of me and the prospect of
playing another World Cup is
really, really exciting," he said.

"It's something you always
want to be a part of but I didn't
want that to dictate my rehab. At
the same time, having a carrot
at the back of your mind is help-
ful.”

Despite a burning desire to
play, the New Zealand skipper
said he would have no problem
withdrawing from the squad if
the injury flared up.

"T only want to be there if T
can add some value and I'm fit
and ready to go," he said.

Williamson already knows
about spending time on the side-
lines after returning last year
from a lengthy spell out with an
elbow injury.

"Working through injuries
are part of the job, so being ready
for whatever's next is the goal,"
he said.

AP B WELLINGTON

the last two finals.

chiefs.

After 12 months out of one-day interna-
tional cricket, New Zealand seamer
Trent Boult is relishing a third crack at the
50-overs World Cup after bitter defeats in

Boult is back in the frame for October's
ODI World Cup after signing a casual-play-
ing agreement with New Zealand cricket

"I fully appreciated the fact that in giv-
ing my contract back, you open the door
for other players," he said. "The decision was
solely made around just being away from

home a lot.

"Selection for the World Cup was never
guaranteed. I had to work for it, so I am
very happy to be here."

"I've been very fortunate to play in a
couple of World Cup finals and been on the
wrong side of all of them," he said with a

Boult looking for ‘one more run’ at WC title

wry smile.

"It's a cliché, but you learn more when
you fail than when you succeed. I feel like
I'm a better cricketer for that experience."

There is no changing past finals, of
course, so Boult has his eyes fixed on the
future in the hope it will be third time lucky.

"I'm looking forward to hopefully get
one more run and lifting the trophy in a
couple of weeks time," he said. "That's the
big focus for a lot of us."

Smith’s form not
a concern: Starc

PTI W RAJKOT

Steve Smith might be taking
a wee bit more time to
adjust to sub-continental tracks
but his poor returns in the first
two ODIs against India is least
of concern for the Australian
team management, senior
speedster Mitchell Starc said on
Tuesday.

Usually a prolific scorer
against India, Smith has scores
of 0 and 41 in the first two
ODIs on batting-friendly
tracks, having flopped earlier
in the Test series in February-
March when he could only
manage 145 runs across four
Tests.

Starc, who himself is com-
ing back from groin niggle, was
speaking ahead of the third
and final ODI scheduled on
Wednesday.

"No. His (Smith) numbers
speak for himself," Starc replied
to a query on Smith's current
form.

"He (Smith) has been a
high class player and has been
a massive part of all formats for
Australia, so no concern there.
It is the adjustment factor,
coming back to India after a
series in South Africa, some
guys are coming off a break,"
Starc told reporters here ahead
of Australia's training session
at the Saurashtra Cricket
Stadium.

Starc, who might make a
comeback in the third game
then underlined the reasons for
Australia's back-to-back
defeats in Mohali and Indore.

"I think we have seen the
wickets change throughout
both the games, depending on
who batted first and in differ-
ent places. Spin was a massive
factor in the second innings the
other night (in Indore). We
played pretty well under lights
in Mohali," Starc said.

The left-arm pacer said
conditions are still proving
challenging for Australian
touring party, which compris-
es of a few fresh faces such as
left-arm bowler Spencer

Johnson.

"We have got a lot of guys
with IPL experience, we know
that the wickets are going to be
very different through the
night and day, depending on
which part of India we play as
well — not too many grounds
we have played back to back
games so, conditions are going
to play a part,” he said.

Starc conceded that Rohit
Sharma's India are favourites to
win the World Cup while
adding that adaptability will be
key for Australia to find their
form.

"We have used quite a
wide squad of players, whether
that be managing players or
players coming back from
injury, trying different combi-
nations and what not," he said.

The pacer admitted that
Australia's current form isn't
ideal in the run-up to a mar-
quee event.

"Obviously, leading into
the World Cup, it is not a posi-
tion we want to be in but plen-
ty to play for tomorrow - what
the make-up of our team looks
like, what we want to take into
our World Cup campaign."

Starc said like him, Glenn
Maxwell too has his sights set
on the World Cup.

"He (Maxwell) is on track
as well. I am not sure about his
particular timeline but no
doubt he will be looking to
make an impact as soon as he
gets his chance," Starc said.

"He has got a wealth of
experience over here through
IPL, through multiple tours.
He is certainly an x-factor no
matter whichever team he
plays for. This is his third
one-day World Cup, he is an x-
factor for us who can take the
game on.

"His ability with the ball,
particularly in these conditions
adds to another option in the
bowling department as well.
He seems in good spirits, (but)
his return I am not sure what
that looks like for this week but
certainly on track for the
World Cup," Starc added.

Miller holds record he
would prefer not to have

AP B CENTURION

avid Miller holds an inter-

national cricket record he
would prefer not to have.

No one has played more
international cricket without
playing in a Test match than
Miller.

The hard-hitting left-hander
has played in 274 white-ball
internationals. The nearest con-
tender for the non-Test record
is retired West Indian Keiron
Pollard on 224.

"I would have loved to play
a Test, but it is what it is," says
Miller, 34.

"I've achieved quite a lot in
my white-ball stuff and I'm
grateful to have played so many
games."

Miller has built a solid first-
class record, averaging 36.32 in
63 matches, with six centuries,
which he backed up with elec-
trifying fielding.

But it was a time of plenty
in a South African Test batting
line-up which included Jacques
Kallis, Hashim Amla, AB de
Villiers and Faf du Plessis, while
white-ball cricket was becoming
ever more prevalent — and
lucrative.

In 2018, nearing his 30th
birthday, he retired from first-
class cricket.

"I'wasn't being picked, even
for the South Africa A side.
There were guys ahead of me so
I decided to concentrate on the
white-ball stuff."

He is in demand from fran-
chises around the world —
playing for 22 different represen-

tative teams — and a crowd
favourite in South Africa where
supporters wave banners pro-
claiming Killer Miller' and 'Tt's
Miller Time'.

He is one of only four play-
ers who has scored more than
3,000 runs in ODIs with an aver-
age above 40 and a strike rate
above 100. The others are De
Villiers and England's Jos Buttler
and Jonny Bairstow.

Batting at number six in a
side without established all-
rounders, Miller will likely be in
situations at the World Cup
where he will have to take
responsibility for rebuilding an
innings.

"It's about summing up the
situation. Sometimes you are
batting with the lower order and
you have to decide with your
partner at the time how you are
going to go about it.

"It's like a chess game at
times. You are thinking about
moves and what's important

and what's not. It's about mak-
ing clear decisions. It helps your
execution when you are fully
committed."

Both sides of Miller were on
display when South Africa had
to win the last three matches of
a recent home series against
Australia after losing the first
two.

In the fourth match he
thrashed an unbeaten 82 off 45
balls as he and an inspired
Heinrich Klaasen added a
scarcely believable 222 off 94
balls for the fifth wicket.

In the deciding match, in
trickier conditions, he made a
more measured 63 off 65 balls
to enable South Africa to get to
a defendable total after a diffi-
cult start.

"The World Cup is very
open,” he says. "We're a pretty
experienced team. We're capa-
ble of doing it, so it's a matter of
getting the basics right for longer
periods of time."
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