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As the INDIA Bloc
gathered on Sunday at
Delhi’s historic Ramlila

Maidan in a show of
Opposition’s strength ahead
of the Lok Sabha elections,
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of
“match-fixing” in the polls
and asserted that if the BJP
succeeds in its endeavours,
the country’s Constitution
will be changed and people’s
rights taken away.
Congress’s Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra listed five demands of
the Opposition to the
Election Commission that
included the provision of a
level playing field before the
elections. Among its five
demands was also the release
of Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and former
Jharkhand CM Hemant
Soren. The alliance also
demanded a Supreme Court-
monitored Special
Investigation Team to
investigate what they called
the BJP’s “extortion” of funds
through the electoral bonds
scheme.
Rahul made the analogy of
the ongoing IPL cricket
matches while addressing the
public during the “Loktantra
Bachao (Save Democracy)”
rally. “IPL matches are being

held today. When umpires are
pressurised, players are
bought and captains are
threatened to win
matches, it is called
match fixing in
cricket. We have
Lok Sabha polls
before us; umpires
were chosen by
Modi,” Rahul said,
addressing the INDIA
Bloc’s rally at the Ramlila
Maidan.
Referring to the arrests of
Kejriwal and Hemant, the
Congress leader said, “Two

players from our team have
been arrested before the

match.”
“This election — in

which Narendra
Modi chose the
umpires — this
400-seat slogan of
his is not possible
without fixing

EVMs, pressuring
the media and social

media,” he added. 
Top INDIA Bloc leaders
expressed solidarity with
arrested Kejriwal and
Hemant. They urged people

to vote out the BJP in the Lok
Sabha polls to “save
democracy and the
Constitution”. 
The leaders who were on the
stage at the ‘Loktantra Bachao’
(save democracy) rally
included Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, former
presidents Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul; NCP’s Sharad Yadav,
NC leader Farooq Abdullah,
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray; Left
leaders Sitaram Yechury, D
Raja, Dipankar Bhattacharya;
Samajwadi Party chief

Akhilesh Yadav; RJD’s
Tejashwi Yadav and TMC’s
Derek O’Brien.  
Kejriwal’s wife Sunita
Kejriwal and Hemant’s wife
Kalpana Soren also addressed
the gathering, castigating the
Central Government over the
arrest of their husbands in
corruption cases. Sunita read
out a letter from her husband
which she said he sent from
the Enforcement Directorate’s
custody.
Addressing the rally, the
former Congress chief said
this is not an ordinary
election but one to save the
country’s democracy and
Constitution.
Rahul said the Congress is the
biggest Opposition party and
all its accounts have been
frozen.  “Two Chief Ministers
were arrested. What kind of
election is this,” the Congress
leader alleged, adding, “the
Constitution is the voice of
the people and the day it is
finished, this country will be
finished, he asserted, adding
if the Constitution goes, the
rights of the poor and
reservation will also go”.
“A BJP MP said ‘we will
change the Constitution when
we get over 400 seats’. It was
not said just like that, it was to
test the idea,” Rahul  said,
referring to Anantkumar
Hegde’s remark about
amending the Constitution.

Continued on Page 2
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President Droupadi Murmu on
Sunday here conferred Bharat

Ratna, the country’s highest civilian
honour, on BJP stalwart and former
Deputy Prime Minister LK Advani at
his residence. Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Home Minister Amit Shah and
the family members of Advani
attended the ceremony, the Rashtrapati
Bhavan said in a post on X.
Modi sat next to Advani as the
President honoured the veteran leader
with Bharat Ratna.
Modi said on X that it was very special
to witness the conferring of the Bharat
Ratna on Advani and this honour is a

recognition of his enduring
contributions to the nation’s progress.
“His dedication to public service and
his pivotal role in shaping modern
India have left an indelible mark on
our history. I am proud to have got the
opportunity to work with him very
closely over the last several decades,”
the Prime Minister said.
Shah said Advani remained selflessly
dedicated to national welfare and
social uplift throughout his life.
Expressing happiness over the BJP
patriarch being conferred with Bharat
Ratna, Shah also said Advani’s life is
“full of sacrifice, tenacity and
dedication” and is an “unlimited
source” of strength and inspiration to
crores of people.

Continued on Page 2
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The BJP on Sunday
slammed the

Opposition INDIA Bloc’s
rally at Ramlila Maidan,
saying it is not a “save
democracy” meeting as
projected but a “save
family” and “hide
corruption” rally.
The BJP also hit back at
Rahul Gandhi over his
“match-fixing” accusation
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, alleging
that the Congress
Government in the past
handed over Katchatheevu
island to Sri Lanka
clinching a “deal” with the
neighbouring country to
benefit the party’s first
family.
“These parties have been
engulfed in total
corruption. They are
controlled by family
fiefdom and their
basic modus
operandi of the
politics is to
create a
c o m m u n a l ,
r e g i o n a l ,
linguistic divide
and caste divide.
They try to snatch
the power and then fill up
their coffers for the interest
of their family. Now they
are trying to raise this bogey
of Loktantra Bachao (save
democracy). It is parivar
bachao aur bhrashtachar
chhupao (save family, hide
corruption),” BJP

spokesperson Sudhanshu
Trivedi said.
Trivedi cited corruption
cases of a host of leaders,
including those from the
Congress, DMK and the
RJD, to assert that all these
charges date back to the

pre-2014 period amid
the Opposition’s

accusation that
the Modi
Government is
i m p l i c a t i n g
them in graft
probes due to its

p o l i t i c a l
vendetta.

Ramlila ground
once hosted the “India

against corruption”
movement under the
leadership of Anna Hazare,
Trivedi said, adding that it
is hosting on Sunday a rally
for “everybody with
corruption”.
Taking a veiled jibe at the

Aam Aadmi Party and the
Congress, Trivedi said the
INDIA Bloc was trying to
save the family and cover up
corruption.
“And these birds of the same
feather have flocked
together to protect their
family fiefdom and
corruption,” he added.
Trivedi claimed all the
INDIA Bloc parties were
against the Ram Temple.
“Today it can be said that in
order to hide their old
crimes, all these parties
which were against the Ram
Temple, who made
resolutions like mass
destruction of Hindu
religion, made many
objectionable comments on
the Gods and Goddesses of
Hindu religion, are using
Ramlila Maidan (in Delhi)
to hide their old crimes of
corruption,” he said.

Continued on Page 2

BJP mocks the Opposition exercise
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Tripura’s two iconic
products — ‘Matabari

pera prasad’ offered at the
famous Tripureswari temple
and ‘Rignai pachara’ textiles,
representing a traditional
hand-woven attire
meticulously crafted by
skilled artisans using
indigenous materials — have
been bestowed with the
coveted Geographical
Indication (GI) tag.  
With this, in a row three
traditional products from
Tripura have got international
recognition this fiscal. Early
this month, the Northeastern
State’s ‘Risa’, a hand-woven
cloth worn by the indigenous
communities of the State, had
received the GI tag. 
Another indigenous product

with GI the queen pineapple
of Tripura, is another product
that has already got a GI
certification is
mouthwatering nutrient rich
queen pineapple.
Excited at the recent
development, Chief Minister
Manik Saha said on Sunday in
a Facebook post, “I am glad to
inform that ‘pera’ (prasad) of

Tripureswari temple and
‘Rignai Pachra’, a traditional
cloth for women of
indigenous tribes, have been
given the GI tag.”
Prasada Rao, the former CEO
of the Tripura Rural
Livelihood Mission (TRLM)
was equally beaming with
pride as he said, “I am happy
to share that Tripureswari

temple’s ‘pera’, made of milk
and sugar, and ‘Rignai Pachra’
textile were accorded the
prestigious GI tag on
Saturday.” ‘Pera’, is renowned
for its unique taste and
cultural significance deeply
rooted in local traditions
while the ‘Rignai Pachra ‘, a
garment holding symbolic
value within Tripura’s cultural
tapestry, reflects the rich
legacy of the region’s textile
heritage.
According to locals, with
increasing demand for the
peda among locals as well as
visitors, there has been an
entry of companies that have
started marketing the product
to customers across the
world. The peda can now be
ordered online from
interested buyers from far-off
places as well as on Facebook

and WhatsApp, as per a
media report.
On the other hand, the
‘Rignai Pachra’ is
meticulously crafted by
skilled artisans using
indigenous materials and
techniques,  garnering
significant interest among
urban dwellers, particularly
in metropolitan areas, for its
traditional allure.
Risa, which received a GI tag
early this month, is known for
its surprising and stylish
designs, exclusive multi-
colour combinations, and
lasting texture. 
It also carries great
significance for the art of
Tripuri. The Tripuri tribal
women make all the fabrics,
including Risa, with the help
of loin looms. 

Continued on Page 2
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Taking a dig at the Congress, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday

cited a media report and said the party
“callously” gave away Katchatheevu
island to Sri Lanka.
“Eye opening and startling! New facts
reveal how the Congress callously gave
away Katchatheevu. This has angered
every Indian and reaffirmed in people’s
minds — we can’t
ever trust Congress,”
he said on X, sharing
the report. Modi
said, “Weakening
India’s unity, integrity
and interests has
been the Congress’
way of working for
75 years and
counting.”
Hitting back at Modi over his charge that
Indira Gandhi gave away Katchatheevu
island to Sri Lanka, Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge asked why he did not
take steps to get it back during his 10-year
rule and alleged that raising the
“sensitive” issue ahead of elections shows
his “desperation”. The Opposition leader
also questioned why the Prime Minister
gave a “clean chit” to China after 20
bravehearts made supreme sacrifice in
the Galwan Valley in eastern Ladakh.

Continued on Page 2

PM takes dig 
at Congress for
island surrender
to Lanka
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday kicked off

his poll campaign for the
forthcoming Lok Sabha polls
from Meerut by stating that
corruption will not be
tolerated and said his
Government took steps in the
last 10 years to ensure that the
money meant for the poor is
not usurped by the corrupt.
He made these assertions
during his electoral speech for
forthcoming general elections
from Meerut where BJP
candidate and Ramayan fame
Arun Govil is fielded by the
party. Taking a swipe at the
Opposition and arrested
leaders, the Prime Minister
said some people are rattled
because his Government is
taking action against
corruption. Modi asserted that
he will not stop his fight
against corruption despite
their attacks on him and those
who looted the country will
face action irrespective of their
status.
“When Modi is fighting the
battle against corruption with
full strength, these people have
formed the INDIA alliance.
They think they will
intimidate Modi, but for me,
my Bharat is my family and I
am taking steps to protect it
from the corrupt,” Modi said

here in his first rally in Uttar
Pradesh after the
announcement of the
Lok Sabha election
schedule.
Modi’s counter-
offensive came as
the stalwarts of the
INDIA Bloc parties
held a ‘Loktantra
Bachao’ (Save
Democracy) rally at the
Ramlila Maidan in New Delhi
in support of AAP chief
Arvind Kejriwal and JMM

leader Hemant Soren, arrested
on graft charges.

Opposition leaders
accused the Prime
Minister of running
a “dictatorship”.
The Prime Minister
said “Modi’s mantra
is ‘bhrashtachar

hatao’ (remove
corruption) and they

say ‘bhrashtachari bachao’
(save the corrupt)”.
“I am fighting a big battle to
save my country from the

corrupts. That is why they are
behind bars today and not
even getting bail from the
Supreme Court,” Modi said.
“This election is a fight
between two camps. On one
side you have the NDA
committed to eradicating
corruption, on the other side is
the INDIA alliance focused on
protecting corrupt leaders.
You have to decide whether
corruption should be removed
or not,” he said.

Continued on Page 2
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Will fight corruption to the bitter end: Modi

Bharat Ratna for BJP Stalwart Advani
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Bhojpuri stars are making it
big in national politics but

they seem conspicuous by
their absence in the electoral
battle in Bihar, the very
springhead of the language
spoken in places as far-off as
Mauritius, Suriname, Trinidad
and Tobago.
Manoj Tiwari, who hails from
the State’s Atarwalia village in
Kaimur district, has made
Delhi his political “karma
bhoomi” while in Uttar
Pradesh, Ravi Kishan and
Dinesh Lal Yadav ‘Nirahua’ are
seeking re-election from seats
close to their native places. 
In the run-up to Lok Sabha
polls, there was a lot of buzz
around Pawan Singh, a native

of Arrah, entering the fray. He
got a ticket, but, surprisingly,
from West Bengal, and
withdrew from the
contest following a
c o n t r o v e r s y .
Speculations are
rife that internet
sensation Neha
Singh Rathore
would get a Congress
ticket ever since she
attended a number of party
events, including Rahul
Gandhi’s ‘Bharat Jodo Nyay

Yatra’.
“Several Bhojpuri superstars
are in the fray for the

upcoming Lok Sabha
elections, but none has

been fielded from Bihar,
the epicentre of the
regional film industry,
or neighbouring
Jharkhand”, said

Gunjan Kumar, the lone
popular Bhojpuri/Magahi

singer who has thrown his hat
in the ring from Bihar.

Continued on Page 2
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Tripura Mata Bari Peda, Rignai get GI tag
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Sunday resumed her election
campaign after days of rest with
a no-holds-barred attack on the
BJP daring it to cross 200-seat
marks while wondering why
the saffron Government has to
dispatch central agencies and
peddle about a “mischievous-
ly designed” Citizenship
Amendment Act to win elec-
tions if it is so confident of win-
ning 400 seats in the general
elections.
Addressing an election rally at
Krishnagar in favour of her
party candidate Mohua Moitra
the expelled Trinamool
Congress MP, Banerjee said,
“the BJP is telling that they will
win more than 400 seats … if
it is so then why are they
sending ED, CBI, Income Tax
and NIA … if they have done
so much of work for the peo-
ple of the country then where
is there a need for sending cen-
tral agencies at the doorsteps of
our candidates.”
Banerjee was advised rest last
month after she had tripped
inside her home and injured

her head. She resumed her
campaign from Krishnagar.
Alleging how “Mohua Moitra
was tortured in Parliament
and was expelled from Lok
Sabha because she was raising
questions against the BJP
Government,” Banerjee said,
“even now they disturbing her
… but there is no point doing
so as she will defeat the BJP
candidate by many miles.”
Raising the CAA issue Banerjee
said it was a “mischievous
trap,” laid for the gullible elec-
torate that would make them
vulnerable to National

Citizenship Register. 
“I have repeatedly been saying
that CAA has been designed to
win votes by misleading the
voters … but the truth to be
told CAA is the head and NRC
is the tail … this is a trap to
turn legal citizens into for-
eigners … if you fall in the trap
of the CAA then they will catch
you in the trap of NRC,”
Banerjee said adding there was
no guarantee that all who
would apply in the CAA would
be given citizenship.
“If it is such a foolproof law
then why the BJP leaders are

not applying for citizenship …
how the BJP leaders became
MLAs, MPs or government
officials and how they general
people are casting their votes
and getting various govern-
ment schemes if they are not
the citizens of this country …
this is a law that has been made
to befool the people … once a
person submits an application
through this CAA one will con-
cede that he is not a citizen and
will then become vulnerable to
whims and fancies of the BJP,”
Banerjee said. Referring to
BJP’s slogan of “Abki Baar …
400 Paar (beyond 44 this time
round),” Banerjee said, “I chal-
lenge them to cross 200-seat
mark first … they will not
return to power … in 2021 they
had said that they would get
more than 200 seats but ended
up getting 77 seats in Bengal
Assembly elections … this time
also they will not get more than
200 seats.”TMC’s Mohua
Moitra is pitted against BJP’s
Amrita Roy a scion of the
local royal family of 18th cen-
tury Raja Krishnachandra and
CPI(M)’s Md Saadi backed by
the Congress. Saadi is a former
MLA from Palashi Para
Assembly seat.

Mamata takes dig at BJP for
using agencies before polls ���,������,������
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On a day Trinamool
Congress Rajya Sabha MP

Derek O’Brien iterated that
his party was very much a part
of the Indian National
Democratic Inclusive Alliance,
his supreme leader and Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee told an election rally
that her party was not a part of
the Alliance in Bengal as there
was no INDIA in the State.
Addressing a rally at
Krishnagar in Nadia district
Banerjee said, “the TMC has
already said that it will go
alone in Bengal which means
that there is no INDIA in the
State,” adding, “giving votes to
the CPI(M) or the Congress
would amount to giving votes
to the BJP as all the three par-
ties are hand-in-gloves in
Bengal.” She said, “CPI(M) is
claiming that they are a part of
the INDIA alliance but this
alliance was conceived and
named by me … I am saying
that there is no INDIA in
Bengal so the question of the
CPI(M) or the Congress does
not arise here … after the elec-
tions things will be decided in
Delhi for the INDIA alliance.”
Notwithstanding Banerjee’s
statement O’Brien was seen in

an INDIA rally where he said
that the “TMC is very much,
was and will be a part of the
INDIA alliance,” as “this is the
fight between BJP and democ-
racy … the fight is against
Modi ki guarantee which has
no warranty when it comes to
price rise, unemployment and
protecting of the democratic
institutions.” Back in Kolkata,
Pradesh Congress president
Adhir Chowdhury instantly
hit out at the TMC leadership
for “changing colour with
place,” even as he said that
“Mamata Banerjee has fled off
INDIA alliance in Bengal

because she was asked to do so
… she fled like a coward from
the back gate … because she
knew that if she had to save her
bhaipio (nephew) who has
looted crores in various scams
from going to jail she had no
other way but to break INDIA
alliance in Bengal which she
has done … in Delhi she is has
put some of her pawns to
mark the attendance register
because tomorrow she will be
in problem if BJP goes.”
Drawing a comparison
between Banerjee and her
Delhi counterpart Arvind
Kejriwal, the PCC president

said the Delhi Chief Minister
was a brave man which was
why “he did not surrender
before Modi and went to jail
whereas in Bengal she made
compromises with the BJP to
save her army of looters includ-
ing her family members.”
CPI(M) MP Bikash Ranjan
Bhattacharya said that
“Mamata Banerjee was the
“Sikhandi (the feminine man of
Mahabharata fame) in of RSS
in Bengal which is why she is
out to break the INDIA alliance
in this State … at the instance
of RSS and the BJP she is doing
everything in Bengal.”
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Launching a frontal attack
against MoS PMO Dr

Jitendra Singh,  Congress can-
didate from Udhampur-Doda
Lok Sabha constituency
Choudhary Lal Singh on
Sunday alleged despite occu-
pying a ministerial berth in the
Prime Minister’s Office for two
successive terms he miserably
failed to alleviate the suffering
of the common people of his
Parliamentary constituency.  
Addressing a series of street
corner meetings in Kathua
Choudhary Lal Singh claimed
from unemployed youth to
senior citizens, farmers, indus-
trialists,  small  traders,
builders, and women folk all
are running from pillar to
post with high hopes but the
sitting Member Parliament
never met them or granted
them an audience to listen to

their genuine grievances.
Addressing a street corner
meeting in the Seswan village
of Barnoti in Kathua, Lal Singh
said the old age pension of a
large number of senior citizens
including widows has not been
released pending formalities
(life certificate), the rate of
unemployment is on the rise,

drug mafia is flourishing in the
region under the watch of
this government. Raising the
issue of the absence of  MoS
PMO Dr Jitendra Singh, Lal
Singh asked residents to elect
a public representative who is
present among them and not
in the habit of issuing sermons
from New Delhi.
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“They think the country can
be run with the threats and
intimidation of police, CBI
and ED... You can buy media
and suppress them but you
cannot suppress the voice of
India. No force in this world
can suppress this voice of
people,” the former Congress
chief said.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge described
the RSS-BJP combine as
“poison” that has “destroyed”
the country, and called on all
Opposition parties to unite to
defeat the ruling party in the
upcoming Lok Sabha
elections.

This election is to save
democracy, the country and
the Constitution, he said. “We
need to unite and only then
will we be able to fight the
BJP. We won’t succeed if we
keep attacking and fighting
each other,” Kharge said.

Training his guns at Modi,
Kharge said, “There is no
level-playing field in this

election. Modi has dug up the
ground and is asking the
Opposition to play cricket
there.” He said he told BJP
chief JP Nadda at a recent
meeting that this election is
“not fair” as the Congress’
funds have already been
“stolen”. Priyanka read out the
demands of the Opposition
alliance and said the Election
Commission should ensure a
level playing field for all
parties in Lok Sabha
elections. The poll panel
should stop the Enforcement
Directorate, CBI and the
Income Tax department’s
actions against Opposition
parties being taken to
adversely impact the
elections, the Congress leader
demanded, adding that
Hemant and Kejriwal be
immediately released. During
the elections, action to
forcefully scuttle the finances
of opposition parties should
be immediately stopped, she
said, reading out the INDIA
Bloc’s demands at the rally.

From Page 1
“Today, being a witness to this
historical moment, I am both
happy and emotional. Advani
being honoured with ‘Bharat
Ratna’ by President Droupadi
Murmu is a proud moment
for all of us,” he said.
The Rashtrapati Bhavan
described Advani as a doyen
of Indian politics and said he
has served the nation with
unwavering dedication and
distinction for over seven
decades. As a
parliamentarian, his emphasis
on dialogue enriched
parliamentary traditions, it
said.
Whether as Home Minister or
as Deputy Prime Minister,
Advani always prioritised
national interest above all,
earning him respect and
admiration from across party
lines, it said in a series of
posts on X.

“His long and tireless
struggle for India’s cultural
regeneration culminated in
the reconstruction of Shri
Ram Temple in Ayodhya in
2024,” it said.
Among the handful of post-

Independence political
leaders who succeeded in
reshaping the national agenda
and placing it on the path of
development, Advani’s
accomplishments provide the
best articulation of the genius
of India and its inclusive
traditions, the Rashtrapati
Bhavan said and shared
pictures of the ceremony on
X.

Born in Karachi (now in
Pakistan) in 1927, Advani
migrated to India in 1947
during Partition.  The 96-
year-old BJP stalwart served
as Deputy Prime Minister
from June 2002 to May 2004
and as Union Home Minister
from October 1999 to May
2004. He was BJP president
multiple times -- from 1986 to
1990, 1993 to 1998, and 2004
to 2005.

From Page 1
They make Risa with multi-coloured warp and weft threads on the loom and create the most
amazing, stylish designs, said an official from the DoNER Ministry.
The GI tag ensures legal protection against unauthorised imitation or misuse of these products,
safeguarding their authenticity and preserving the cultural heritage associated with them. 
This recognition also facilitates market access and promotion, both domestically and
internationally, thereby fostering economic opportunities for local communities involved in
their production.
Moreover, the GI tag serves as a catalyst for sustainable development initiatives, encouraging
responsible production practices and empowering indigenous communities involved in the
production and trade of these products.
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People who trashed many
leaders as thieves and crooks
have joined hands with
them, and it is a strange and
startling sight, he said, in an
apparent reference to the
coming together of the Aam
Aadmi Party with other
Opposition parties.

Their leader is now Lalu
Prasad, a convict in several
corruption cases, he added.

They are all here to hide
their old sins and it must be
noted that they had been
against the construction of
the Ram Temple and some of
them called for eradication
of Hinduism, he alleged.

Addressing a Press
conference here, BJP
national spokesperson
Shehzad Poonawalla also
slammed the Congress over
Rahul’s claim that the entire
country will be on fire if the
saffron party returns to
power and the Constitution

is changed, saying that
divisive politics is in the
“DNA” of the main
opposition.  The Congress
did not hesitate to even
allow the country’s partition
on the lines of religion in
1947 leaving a portion of
Jammu and Kashmir under
Pakistan’s occupation, he
charged.
Reacting sharply to Rahul’s

remarks, Poonawalla said,
“Some people are talking
about match fixing. In 1974,
the Indira Gandhi
Government, compromising
the country’s national
interest and interest of the
people of Tamil Nadu,
handed over Katchatheevu
island to Sri Lanka to benefit
the Congress’ first
family...Rahul, your family
had done a deal-fixing.” 
The BJP spokesperson also

accused the Congress of
letting Aksai Chin into the
illegal occupation of China

and a portion of Jammu and
Kashmir into the illegal
occupation of Pakistan.
Poonawalla also blamed the

Congress for the partition of
India in 1947. “Today scion
of the Congress’ first family,
joined by his party’s ally
(DMK) in South, talks about
dividing the country on the
lines of caste and language
in their bid to create North-
South divide following the
divide and rule policy of the
British,” he charged.

“Betrayal against the
country, compromise with
national interest, divisive
policies has been the part of
the Congress’ DNA. It has
always kept its first family’s
interest and its ambitions
above the national interest.
Putting a dot on India, they
talk about saving democracy
today but they have come
together to save their family
and corruption,” the BJP
leader alleged.
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Home Minister Amit Shah
attacked the Congress over
the media report which
suggested that Indira’s
Government gave away
Katchatheevu island to Sri
Lanka, saying it reflected that
the party is against the unity
and integrity of India.

According to the media
report, which is based on an
RTI reply obtained by Tamil
Nadu BJP chief K Annamalai,
the then Indira Government
in 1974 had handed over the
1.9 square km island located
at Palk Strait, 20 km from
Indian shore, to Sri Lanka.

“Slow claps for Congress!
They willingly gave up
#Katchatheevu and had no
regrets about it either.
Sometimes an MP of the
Congress speaks about
dividing the nation and
sometimes they denigrate
Indian culture and traditions.
This shows that they are
against the unity and integrity
of India. They only want to
divide or break our nation,”
Shah wrote on ‘X’.
The media report also cites

first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru’s comments
on the issue, a source of
dispute between India and Sri
Lanka, that he would have no
hesitation in giving up claims
on the island.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar also took a swipe at
the Congress, saying these
facts should concern every
citizen. He said on X, “It is
important that people know
the full truth about our past.”
The facts brought out by the
article should concern every
citizen, he added.
BJP spokesperson Sudhanshu

Trivedi claimed that the
decision of the then Congress
Government at the Centre has
led to the capture and
imprisonment of Tamil Nadu
fishermen by Lankans as they
at times wander to the island,

which is only 25 km off their
State’s coast, and are arrested.
The island was with India till

1975, he said. Tamil Nadu
fishermen used to go there
earlier but the agreement
India signed with Lanka
under the Indira Government
barred them from doing so, he
added. Unfortunately, neither
the DMK nor the Congress is
raising the issue but Modi is
due to his commitment to the
issues pertaining to the
country and its people, he
said.  The BJP is hopeful that
the issue will come handy to
its efforts to gain political
traction in the Dravidian
territory as it gears up for the
Lok Sabha polls, more so as it
involves the neighbouring Sri
Lanka whose treatment of its
Tamilian citizens has long
been a charged political issue
in the State.
In a dig at Congress leader

Rahul Gandhi, Trivedi asked
as to why he is keeping mum
on the issue and that he
should tell people that not
only his party but his family
too is responsible for this.

Kharge said Katchatheevu
island was given to Sri Lanka
as part of a friendly agreement
in 1974 and reminded the
Modi Government that it too
had undertaken a similar
“friendly gesture” towards
Bangladesh in exchange of
border enclaves.

“Pradhan Mantri Narendra
Modi, you have suddenly
woken up to the issues of
territorial integrity and
national security in your 10th
year of misrule. Perhaps,
elections are the trigger. Your
desperation is palpable,” he
said in a post on X.
Citing his statement made in

2015, he said the Prime
Minister had said, “The Land
Boundary Agreement
between India and
Bangladesh is not just about
realignment of land, it is about
a meeting of hearts”.
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“Corrupt people should
listen... No matter how many
attacks you make on Modi,
this is Modi, he is not going to
stop. No matter how big the
corrupt person is, action will
definitely be taken. The one
who has looted the country
will have to give it back. This
is Modi’s guarantee,” he said.
The INDIA Bloc has alleged

that the Modi Government is
misusing agencies to target its
leaders to cripple the
Opposition before the Lok
Sabha polls.
The 2024 Lok Sabha election

is not just for making a
government but to make a
‘Viksit Bharat’, Modi said,
adding his Government is
preparing the roadmap for
the next five years.

Former Prime Minister
Charan Singh’s grandson and
Rashtriya Lok Dal president
Jayant Chaudhary, who
recently joined the BJP-led
National Democratic
Alliance, shared the dais with
the Prime Minister at the
rally.
“This land of Meerut is the

land of revolution and
revolutionaries. It is blessed
by Baba Aughad Dham. This
land has given great sons like
Chaudhary Charan Singh to
the country. Our Government
has the privilege of awarding
him Bharat Ratna. I
respectfully pay tributes to
Chaudhary Saheb,” the Prime
Minister said.
Modi recalled that he started

his election campaign in 2014
and 2019 from Meerut. “Now
the first rally of the 2024
elections is being held in
Meerut itself,” he said.
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath, Haryana
Chief Minister Naib Singh
Saini and veteran actor Arun
Govil of TV serial ‘Ramayan’
fame, who is the BJP
candidate in Meerut, were
present on dais along with

leaders of NDA constituents
Apna Dal (S), Nirbal Shoshit
Indian Hamara Aam Dal
(Nishad) and Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP)
as well as BJP and RLD
candidates from Baghpat,
Kairana, Muzaffarnagar and
Bijnor.
Modi greeted everyone with

“Ram-Ram” at the start of his
speech. Referring to the
removal of Article 370 that
gave special status to Jammu
and Kashmir and the
construction of the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, Modi
said many tasks that were
considered impossible have
been done by his Government
in the last 10 years.

“Reservation for women in
Lok Sabha and legislative
assemblies was considered
impossible. But, Nari Shakti
Vandan Yojna has become a
reality today.”

Modi said the mandate of
2024 will make India the
“leader of the world” and
create the “third largest
economic superpower.”
“The election of 2024 is to

make India a developed
nation. The mandate of 2024
will make India the third
largest economic superpower
in the world.”
“I want to remind you that

when India was the 11th
largest economy in the world,
there was poverty all around
in India.

“When India reached
number five, 25 crore
countrymen were successful
in coming out of poverty and
I guarantee you that when
India reaches number three in
the world, not only will
poverty go away but at the
same time a powerful
empowered middle class will
be created that will provide
new energy to the nation,” he
said.
He said his Government has

already started preparations
for the third term.
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Kumar is contesting as an
Independent candidate from
Nawada Lok Sabha
constituency. Polling will take
place in Nawada on April 19.
Speaking to PTI, Kumar said
he approached all major
political parties to make him a
candidate from his hometown,
Nawada. But, none agreed,
forcing him to contest as an
Independent.
“It appears that now political
parties are taking no interest in
fielding Bhojpuri
singers/actors from Bihar itself
in the LS polls”, said the singer.
However, in the Assembly,
Bhojpuri singer Vinay Bihari is
a BJP MLA from the Lauriya
assembly seat in West
Champaran.
Kumar said, “If I remember
correctly, Shatrughan Sinha,
popularly known as Bihari
Babu, was the last actor who
contested LS polls from Patna
Sahib constituency and won
two times. After that, he was
denied a ticket in 2019. But
now he is seeking re-election
from Asansol (West Bengal)
Lok Sabha seat”.
Echoing a similar view, three-
term BJP MLA from Lauriya
Assembly seat, Vinay Bihari,
told PTI, “It is true that major
political parties have become a
little bit apprehensive about
giving Lok Sabha tickets to
Bhojpuri actors/singers from

Bihar itself. They
(actors/singers) get Lok Sabha
tickets from other states, but
not from Bihar”.
The BJP had given ticket to
Shatrughan from Patna Sahib
in 2014, which he won, but
after that no Bhojpuri actor or
singer was given Lok Sabha
ticket from Bihar, said Bihari,
adding the JD (U) had also
given Lok Sabha ticket to
filmmaker, Prakash Jha, in
20214 from West Champaran.
“I can understand this pain. I
contested as an Independent
candidate in 2010 when I first
won the Lauriya constituency.
After that, I joined the BJP and
won two elections in 2015 and
2020. No parties were willing
to give me a ticket in the 2010
assembly polls,” said Bihari.
“In my entire career, I have
written 22,000 Bhojpuri songs
so far for almost all Bhojpuri
stars. There are 750 Bhojpuri
movies in which my songs are
there. But it does not matter at
all… Bhojpuri is a language
which is world-wide popular
as Bhojpuri-speaking people
live in Mauritius, Suriname,
Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana
and other parts of the
Caribbean, but it’s not getting
its due respect in Bihar. I am
hopeful that things will change
in the coming years”, said
Bihari.Popular Bhojpuri actor
and BJP’s nominee for
Gorakhpur LS constituency,

Ravi Kishan, told PTI, “It’s not
like that at least in the case of
our party (BJP). Our top
leadership analyses every
aspect, including different
social equations, before giving
tickets to any person that
includes Bhojpuri actors and
singers. Party tickets are always
given to the most deserving
candidate. Same is the case in
Bihar also.”
“I am sure that in the coming
years, our party will field
Bhojpuri actors and singers
from Bihar itself. Let me tell
you one thing very clearly the
entire Bhojpuri film industry
and Bhojpuri-speaking
electorates are with our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, and
the BJP,” said Ravi Kishan, who
has worked in several
Bhojpuri, Hindi, Telugu, Tamil
and Kannada films.
Talking to PTI, senior RJD
leader and party’s
spokesperson (Bihar unit),
Mrityunjay Tiwary, told PTI,
“There are several factors
which are taken into
consideration while giving Lok
Sabha tickets by the top
leadership. Our party supremo
Lalu Prasad has always given
due respect to Bhojpuri artists.
I am sure that in the coming
years, our party, under the
leadership of Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav, will think over fielding
Bhojpuri actors/singers in the
Lok Sabha polls.”
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Jailed Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s  wife

Sunita Kejriwal on Sunday
read out a message with six
guarantees —24x7  free bijli to
mohalla clinics in every vil-
lage and granting full state-
hood to excellent schools in
every village and neighbour-
hood—from the historic
Ramli la  Maidan at  the
Opposit ion’s  “Loktantra
Bachao” rally that her hus-
band had given to her for the
people of the country. This
was her maiden speech at a
political rally  since the arrest
of Kejriwal in the liquorgate
scam case, which is widely
seen as next chief minister of
Delhi in case the resignation
of her husband.  At the rally,
wives of Manish Sisodia,
Satyendra Jain, Sanjay Singh
and Hemant Soren who are in
jail, were present to express
solidarity with Sunita.
Kejriwal's message included
six guarantees on behalf of the
INDIA bloc — uninterrupted
power supply, free electricity
for the poor, government
schools, Mohalla Clinics and
multispeciality hospitals, min-
imum support price for farm-
ers, and full statehood for
Delhi. “There will be no
power cut across the country
and I will guarantee that there
is free power for the poor.
Schools for each child, mohal-
la clinics, big multispecialty
hospitals in every corner,
Swaminathan Committee-
approved rates for farmers —
these are part of the guaran-
tees I want to make to the
people of India on behalf of
our alliance. The people of
Delhi have faced injustice in
last 75 years. We will make
Delhi a full state if the INDIA
bloc comes to power.,” Sunita
said, sharing stage with
Congress leader Sonia Gandhi
and other INDIA Bloc leaders
at Ramlila Maidan while read-
ing out her husband’s mes-
sage.  Sunita was seen sitting
in the front row at the stage

with Sonia Gandhi while
Delhi Minister Atishi was
seen in the second row.
She added: “If voted to power,
the INDIA bloc will fulfil six
guarantees, including good
hospitals and education. If
you give opportunity to the
INDIA bloc, we will build a
great nation.”
"If you give an opportunity to
the INDIA bloc, we will build
a great nation," Sunita said
while reading out her hus-
band's message. "“Mother
India is very sad, Mother
India is in pain. Moaning in
pain. When people do not get
two square meals a day due to
inflation, Mother India feels
very sad. When the children
of Mother India do not get
good education, people die
without proper treatment
even after 75 years, then
Mother India feels helpless
and helpless. When there are
long power cuts in many
parts of the country, roads are
broken, the condition is bad
even after 75 years, then the
mother feels a lot of pain,” she
read.
Sunita further stated that
Arvind Kejriwal seeked for-
giveness from all the partners
of  the INDIA All iance.
"Today, I seek apology from
all INDIA Alliance partners

because I did not seek their
permission for making these
announcements.  It  was
impossible to seek their agree-
ment or permission since I'm
in jail. I hope that nobody will
have any objections to these
announcements."
The Delhi CM’s wife had
started off her speech, calling
Arvind Kejriwal a “sher” and
saying that he would be out of
ED’s custody soon. ”Tyranny
won't work and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal can-
not be kept behind bars for
long. PM Modiji put my hus-
band in jail… did he do the
right thing? These BJP people
are saying that he should
resign… should he resign? It
seems like he was a freedom
fighter in his last birth who
was martyred and in this life,
he has returned to fight a sim-
ilar struggle again,” Sunita
said. Sunita has been in the
limelight since her husband’s
arrest. She is in the forefront
of protests and has held
pressers thrice to convey the
messages sent by Kejriwal
from the ED custody to the
people. 
The video, which was live-
streamed by the Aam Aadmi
Party, showed Sunita sitting
on the same chair from which
her husband used to address

the media for the first time.
Not surprisingly, the chair
and the background, which
has portraits of Bhagat Singh
and Dr BR Ambedkar along
with the Tricolour, attracted
more eyebal ls  than her
address. After her video,  cir-
culated on social media that
the chatter about Sunita
Kejriwal's purported political
entry kicked-off.
She a lso released two
WhatsApp numbers for the
public to directly connect
with people against the CM’s
arrest. On Saturday, Kalpana
Soren, the wife of former
Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren
who is in ED custody, had
met Sunita.
AAP Delhi state convener
Gopal Rai said the Ramlila
Maidan is a historic place
which has changed the coun-
try's history several times.
"Whenever a crisis has arisen
in the country, a voice of
change has echoed from
here."  "If they (BJP) win the
Lok Sabha elections, the
country will face conse-
quences. This is a do or die
situation for all of us. Take
leave from your work for the
next two months and put all
your efforts to save our
democracy," he said at the
rally.

Sunita reads out Kejriwal message with six guarantees at Capital rally
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AAP workers and support-
ers attended the INDIA

Bloc rally in large numbers at
the Ramli la  Maidan on
Sunday, many of them wear-
ing yellow-coloured T-shirts
with "Mai bhi Kejriwal”,
"Modi ka sabse bada dar
Kejriwal" printed on them
and carrying AAP flags to
express solidarity with their
leader Arvind Kejriwal. 
They were also wearing mask
with “Main Bhi Kejriwal”.
Many party workers from
Punjab and Delhi reached the
Ramlila Ground with conch
shells (‘shankha') and dhols.
"Arvind Kejriwal who always
talks about education, pro-
viding free electricity, free
bus services for women has
been sent behind the bars,”
said Aam Aadmi Party (AAP
worker Kewal Singh, a resi-
dent of Taran Taran village.
He was dressed up as Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann at the rally.
"The rally is being organised
to end dictatorship and save
democracy," said Kulwinder
Singh, an AAP worker from
Delhi.
There were 20,000-30,000
people  at the INDIA Bloc’s
Loktantra Bachao rally at the
Ramlila Maidan who came to
express solidarity with arrest-
ed Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and former
Jharkhand CM Hemant
Soren.

Supporters  of  various
Opposition parties including
AAP, Congress, Communist
Party of India (M), and
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
chanted slogans like “Abki
bar BJP tadipaar”, “Modi teri
tanashahi nahi chalegi” and
“Kejriwal zindabad” passion-
ately in unison, charging up
the entire atmosphere at the
rally.
"In our culture we blow the
‘shankha' to keep negative
energy away. We are blowing
‘shankha' to keep negative
people away from Arvind
Kejriwal. He is someone who
not only promised better
things for the poor, but did it
on the ground as well," said
Kumar Kishor, terming the
Delhi chief minister's arrest as
illegal.
"For the first time in India's
history, a sitting chief minis-
ter has been arrested and
that too just before the
national (Lok Sabha) elec-
tion," Delhi Finance Minister

Atishi said. Other AAP work-
ers were seen distributing
flags and T-shirts to sup-
porters.

Several supporters carried
posters showing Kejriwal
behind bars, which were cap-
tioned "Modi ka sabse bada
dar Kejriwal (Kejriwal is
Modi's biggest fear)".
Flags of other parties includ-
ing that of the Congress,
AAP, CPI (M), RJD, NSUI
were seen at the maidan.
The event saw a brief mis-

management when scores of
workers jumped from their
designated area and came
close to the press gallery,
which was near the stage.
Although the opposition lead-
ers stood united on the dais,
a visible rift between the sup-
porters of different parties,
primari ly  the AAP and
Congress were visible. 
While the leaders were deliv-
ering their  speeches,
Congress supporters were
seen abruptly hurling slo-

gans like ‘Rahul Gandhi zind-
abad’  and “Congress
Zindabad’.
Ahead of the 'Loktantra
Bachao' (Save Democracy)
rally in Delhi 's  Ramlila
Maidan, the poster of Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal was removed from
the podium. The poster had
an image of Kejriwal shown
behind bars. The rationale
behind the removal of
Kejriwal's poster remained
undisclosed, leaving observers
to speculate on the reasons
behind this action. However,
what became apparent was the
conspicuous early arrival of
Congress's top leadership at
the venue, preceding their
alliance partners.  The
Congress earlier said that it
was not a one-person centric
rally. The removal of Kejriwal's
poster and the early arrival of
Congress leaders hint at the
intricate dynamics within the
Opposition coalition, under-
scoring the broader context of
political maneuvering in the
run-up to the elections.
Despite heavy security
arrangements at the venue in
anticipation of the number of
supporters of the ‘maharally’
by the Delhi police, stam-
pede-like situations were vis-
ible at many entrance gates of
the venue. 
AAP leader and Delhi
Minister Saurabh Bhardwaj
alleged that the Delhi police
had stopped supporters out-
side the venue and urged the
forces to let them in. 
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Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on Sunday said the rul-
ing BJP was trying to break up the country into several pieces

and urged people to not be swayed by the party's "new jumlas"
during the upcoming Lok Sabha polls.

Addressing an INDIA Bloc rally at the Ramlila Maidan here,
Mann said the BJP does not want the Opposition parties to unite.
"These people do not want that we should sit together. Let's come
together," Mann said.
Mann said the country belongs to all its 140 crore people and
is no one's "property".
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The Delhi BJP dubbed the
INDIA Bloc's rally at the

Ramlila Maidan on Sunday a
"flop show" of the Opposition
parties trying to “protect their
political families” facing cor-
ruption charges. The
"Bharshtachar Bachao, Parivar
Bachao" rally of the Indian
National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA)
parties was a "flop show" and
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
failed to bring people for it,
claimed Delhi BJP President
Virendra Sachdeva.
Top INDIA bloc leaders,
including Rahul Gandhi, Sonia
Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge,
Sharad Pawar, Akhilesh Yadav
and Tejashwi Yadav, shared the
dias at the ‘Loktantra Bachao'
rally and slammed the BJP
government at the Centre.
"The rally was attended by the
families of Congress that loot-
ed the country, Lalu Yadav,
Mulayam Singh Yadav and
Shibu Soren's families who
faced corruption charges. The
family of Arvind Kejriwal,

who is in ED custody under
corruption charges, was also
present in the rally,” Sachdeva
said.
AAP, which is contesting 22
seats in the Lok Sabha polls,
has become a "laughing stock"
by issuing six guarantees to the
voters in the country, he said.
"Leaders of both Delhi
Congress and AAP who were

making tall claims on the rally
numbers for the last week
could not encourage even their
own party workers, leave alone
the people of Delhi, to join it,”
he said.
“Media reports have show that
is was an disunited Rally
recording presence of a mot-
ley crowd of around few thou-
sand most of them brought

from Punjab and Haryana.
Leaders of both Delhi

Congress and AAP who were
making tall claims on the
Rally for last one week in
media briefings could not
enthuse even their own party
workers leave alone the people
of Delhi,” he added.
BJP MP Manoj Tiwari said the
INDIA bloc leaders whom

Kejriwal called corrupt were
gathered at the Ramlila
Maidan to protest against his
arrest in the liquor scam."I feel
that the same Ramleela
Maidan from where AAP and
Arvind Kejriwal rose to the
political scene, will also see
their downfall," he said.
Meanwhile, several present
and former councillors and
office bearers of the Congress,
SAD and AAP from Jalandhar
joined the BJP at the Delhi
unit of the party.The Delhi BJP
president said his Punjab
counterpart Sunil Jakhar and
National Secretary Manjinder
Singh Sirsa welcomed the new
leaders to the party.Jalandhar
MP Sushil Rinku was also
present.
Sirsa said those who boy-
cotted the consecration cere-
mony of the Ram temple in
Ayodhya were holding a rally
at the Ramlila Maidan.
Rinku alleged that corruption
was at its "extreme" in Punjab
and there was also "turmoil"
within AAP in the state and
the party lacked ground-level
workers.
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Haryana Chief Electoral
Officer  (CEO), Anurag

Agarwal, said preparations
are underway for the Lok
Sabha general  elections
scheduled for May in the
state. 
The Chief Electoral Office,
Gurugram  has set a target to
increase voter turnout by
more than 75 per cent. In this
series, 52 polling booths have
been set up in a 31-storey
society in Global  City,
Gurugram for the first time.
Agarwal was holding a review
meeting regarding election
arrangements on Sunday. He
noted a common perception
in societies like Global City,
Gurugram, where well-off
individuals residing in multi-
storey buildings may show
less interest in voting.
Thus, for the first time, dis-
cussions have been held with

the Resident Welfare
Associations (RWAs) to set up
polling booths within the
society so that residents can
conveniently vote.
The Chief Electoral Officer
stated that a maximum of 35
election booths have been
established in 22 societies
under the 76 Badshahpur
assembly constituency, while
16 booths have been set up in
8 societies of the 77 Gurgaon

assembly constituency.
Apart from this, one booth
has been installed in one
society of the 78 Sohna
assembly constituency.
He said that the Election
Commission has issued 1950
helpline numbers for the con-
venience of voters, and infor-
mation about violations of the
Model Code of Conduct relat-
ed to voting can also be pro-
vided to the department.
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Four time Congress
Sultanpur Majra MLA, and

Chairman of RD International
School in Rohini Sector 21 Jai
Kishan presided over the pro-
gramme on the occasion of the
foundation day of the school,
claiming that his ‘focus is not
on the parents’ pocket but on
the all-round development of
children’. 
The students presented attrac-
tive, interesting and cultural
programmes while the annu-
al results of the school were
also declared. The best stu-
dents in sports at the national
level were honoured too with
medals and certificates. 
Jai Kishan expressed his grat-
itude to the invited guests and
welcomed the parents present
in large numbers.
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Conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar,  has sent

a legal notice seeking uncon-
ditional apology from the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
spokesperson Priyanka
Kakkar ‘for making disparag-
ing l ibellous statements
defaming Sukesh’ following
the Home Ministry’s nod for
Central  Bureau of
Investigation’s (CBI) probe
into the alleged extortion case
involving AAP leader
Satyendra Jain, who is cur-
rently in Tihar jail.
The notice reads, “That it is a
well-established principle of
law that one is innocent until
proven guilty and our client
today stands on the same
footing. He has never been
convicted and is simply an
accused and enjoys equal pro-
tection under the law. Thus,
by making such libellous and
defamatory statements about
our client, you have trampled
upon and rendered the very
essence of this principle
redundant and questionable.”
She has also been asked to,

within 7 days from the date of
receipt of the legal notice,
unconditionally retract and
withdraw all the ‘malafide,
defamatory and scurrilous
imputations and remarks’
made by her against Sukesh. It
also asks the leader to issue an
unconditional public apology
immediately, failing to do so
will result in appropriate legal
proceedings.
Sukesh claims that the term
“notorious conman” in
Kakkar’s statement has caused
ruinous and irremediable dam-
age to his reputation. 
“Such vilification has tarnished
his reputation and which rep-
utation and goodwill is an
implicit right guaranteed under
the Indian Constitution,” the

notice reads.
It also states that Sukesh is at
the ‘same footing like anyone
else today as he is simply
an undertrial just like
Satyender Jain and has never
been convicted.’ 
Sukesh exerts that ‘simply
being in jail does not strip him
of his rights.’
On Kakkar’s statement, "The
vindictive and vendetta-filled
politics of BJP has now reached
a new low that a notorious
conman's word is believed and
accepted as the gospel truth
against a person who gave the
world Delhi's famous Mohalla
Clinic concept,” the conman
alleges that it has subjected him
to ‘loss of reputation, goodwill,
harassment and
mental agony, and various
other adverse consequences.’
The legal notice alleges that
even in the past AAP leader
has received a criminal
defamation notice from BJP
spokesperson Shehzad
Poonawala over her “Shehzad
Mujahideen”
comment on a TV news show.
“It appears like you have no
regard whatsoever

�"��� ��������������
	���
	
���%�����������
�
�� ����� ��������	�

The money trail of the alleged �45
crore kickbacks generated from the

Delhi excise policy "scam" and used for
the 2022 Goa election campaign by the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), as claimed by
the Enforcement Directorate, has also
been "substantiated" by the CBI and the
Income-Tax department in their separate
investigations, according to documents
filed in court.
A wide network of Hawala operators and
'Angadiyas' are also being investigated by
the ED in this case where it recently
arrested Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and claimed he and his politi-
cal outfit are liable to be prosecuted in
the al leged laundering of these
funds.Statements of five 'Angadiya' firm
operators have also been recorded by the
ED to establish the "money trail" of this
alleged Rs 45 crore bribe amount.
'Angadiyas' are informal courier and
bank services like Hawala which are espe-
cially used by diamond and jewellery sec-
tor businesses to transfer big cash
amounts and other valuables by skirting
the KYC-based formal banking route in
order to avoid government taxes and
duties.
Former Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao's MLC daughter K
Kavitha, former Delhi deputy CM and
AAP leader Manish Sisodia and AAP
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh are among

the 16 prominent persons arrested in this
case by the agency. The AAP and its lead-
ers have repeatedly denied the charges of
wrongdoing, with Kejriwal alleging that
the case was concocted by the BJP-led
Centre to create a "smokescreen" to
project AAP as a corrupt party.The
party has alleged that statements of
other people involved in the case like
TDP Lok Sabha candidate Magunta
Sreenivasulu Reddy, his son Raghav
Magunta and businessman and
Aurobindo Pharma promoter Sarath
Reddy were changed to implicate
Kejriwal and stop his participation in the
upcoming general elections.
The amount of Rs 45 crore - "proceeds
of crime" under the anti-money laun-
dering law - is claimed by the ED to be
part of the total Rs 100 crore bribe
amount given by the 'South Group' of
politicians and liquor businessmen to
AAP and its leaders for entering the Delhi
liquor market in a prime position. 
The ED has claimed that Rs 45 crore was
pumped by the AAP for its Goa election
campaign.According to the details of the
investigation shared by the ED with a
special Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA) court here, Aam Aadmi
Party engaged a company called Chariot
Productions Media Pvt. Ltd. 
For its election campaign in Goa during
2021-22."On examination of the vendors
of Chariot Productions engaged for out-
door campaigns, it was found that many

of the vendors were made 'part cash part
bill' payments...," the agency claimed in
its court papers.It also said that an
employee of one such vendor company
has recorded his statement with the ED
saying he was given Rs 6.29 lakh payment
"via Hawala" from an 'Angadiya' opera-
tor in Mumbai.The agency recorded the
statement of an employee of the said
'Angadiya' operator, R Kantilal, where it
was found that the Income-Tax depart-
ment had raided their Goa office in
January 2022 and all their documents,
notes, chits, and slips were seized by the
taxman during these searches.
The ED approached the tax department
and retrieved the data of this 'Angadiya'
firm and its analysis "shows that about Rs
45 crore has been transferred through
Hawala to Goa"."This Hawala trail of
about Rs 45 crore was also investigated
and substantiated by the predicate agency
CBI and the same were duly mentioned
by CBI in its second supplementary
chargesheet filed before a special court
on 08.07.2023," the ED said.The ED filed
its money laundering case to probe
alleged irregularities in the Delhi excise
policy of 2021-22 on August 22, 2022,
taking cognisance of a CBI FIR that was
lodged on August 17, 2022. 
The agency has charged the AAP, the rul-
ing party of Delhi, of "committing the
offence of money laundering through
Arvind Kejriwal", the party's national
convenor and Chief Minister of Delhi. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will sound the poll

bugle in Bihar on April 4 with
a rally in Jamui, where voting
will be held in the first phase
of the Lok Sabha elections.
The announcement was made
by Chirag Paswan, BJP’s junior
alliance partner, a second-
term MP from Jamui who has
now shifted base, passing over
the mantle to brother-in-law
Arun Bharti.
In a post on X, Paswan, who
heads the Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas), said: “It is a mat-
ter of immense pride for our
workers that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is launching
his Lok Sabha campaign in
Bihar from Jamui”.
Paswan, who will contest from
Hajipur, his late father Ram
Vilas Paswan’s pocket bor-
ough, also shared a poster
with the PM’s image printed

alongside that of Bharti, who
is making his electoral debut.
“I take this opportunity to
thank the prime minister on
behalf of the people of Jamui.
We are confident that under
his leadership, the NDA will
bag all 40 seats in Bihar, and
achieve the target of 400 plus,”
said Paswan.
His party is contesting five

seats in Bihar, where the BJP
will be fielding candidates in
17 constituencies, followed by
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s
JD(U), which will be fighting
16. One seat each has gone to
former chief minister Jitan
Ram Manjhi’s Hindustani
Awam Morcha and ex-Union
minister Upendra Kushwaha’s
Rashtriya Lok Morcha. 
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Top INDIA bloc leaders
gathered at the Loktantra

Bachao (save democracy) rally
at Ramlila Maidan on Sunday
urged people to vote out the
BJP in the Lok Sabha polls to
“save democracy and the
Constitution”.
The leaders who were on the
stage at the Loktantra Bachao
(save democracy) rally includ-
ed Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, former
presidents Sonia and Rahul
Gandhi; NCP’s Sharad Yadav,
NC leader Farooq Abdullah,
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray ; Left leaders
Sitaram Yechury, D Raja,
Dipankar Bhattacharya;
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav; RJD’s Tejashwi
Yadav and TMC’s Derek
O’Brien.
Chief Minister Kejriwal’s wife
Sunita Kejriwal and JMM
leader Hemant Soren’s wife
Kalpana Soren also addressed

the gathering, attacking the
Central government over the
arrest of their husbands in cor-
ruption cases.
Addressing the gathering, Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray, also claimed the
country was moving towards
becoming an “autocracy” as he
appealed to people of the coun-
try to throw the BJP out of
power. He hit out at the BJP
and said, “We are not here for
an election campaign, we are
here to save democracy... You
level allegations and send peo-
ple to jail. What kind of gov-
ernment is this?”
“When two of our sisters are
fighting, how can the brother
stay behind? So we are here for
our sisters, Kalpana ji and
Sunita ji. Not just us, the whole
country is with you,”
Thackeray said, referring to
former Jharkhand chief min-
ister Hemant Soren’s wife
Kalpana Soren and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s wife
Sunita Kejriwal.Both Arvind

Kejriwal and Hemant Soren
have been arrested by federal
agencies in different cases of
corruption.
“Some time ago, we had this
doubt that our nation is mov-
ing towards an autocracy... It’s
not a doubt anymore, it is a
reality... If the BJP government
thinks that people will get
scared by arresting Hemant ji
and Arvind ji, they don’t know
Indians. We are not people
who get scared, we fight,”
Thackeray said. The former
Maharashtra chief minister
accused the BJP of misusing
the ED, CBI and Income Tax
Department, and said they
should declare that the three
agencies are their allies.
Accusing the ruling BJP of
using central agencies to attack
opposition leaders, Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
urged people to vote against the
party in the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls if they wanted to
save democracy in the country.
Akhilesh questioned why the

BJP is using agencies against
the opposition if it is confident
of crossing the 400-seat mark
in the upcoming polls.  “If you
are so confident of crossing 400
(Lok Sabha seats in polls),
why are you scared of Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leaders?
You sent Arvind Kejriwal to
jail... Hemant Soren was sent to
jail...” he said. “The nation
knows they have used ED,
CBI to extort donations. To
suppress this, false cases are
being imposed on opposition
leaders,” he said.
“Defeat them, send them back.
The country will be saved only
by your vote. Your vote will
save democracy, your vote will
save the Constitution, it will
save reservation, it will enable
work that needs to be done to
save the PDA (‘pichde’, Dalit,
‘alpsankhyak’ or backward
classes, Dalits, minorities),” he
said.

Jharkhand Chief Minister
Champai Soren, who took the
post after Hemant Soren’s res-

ignation ahead of his arrest,
said BJP’s autocracy and its ide-
ology will not be allowed to
flourish. He said Hemant
Soren was arrested even as
there was no evidence against
him. “He worked for the Dalits,
Adivasis, and backward class-
es. That made the BJP restless,”
the Jharkhand CM said.
Speaking at the rally, RJD
leader Tejashwi Yadav has
claimed that his guarantee is
like Chinese goods and is only
meant for polls, as he urged
people not to fall for the BJP’s
“propaganda” in the Lok Sabha
polls.  Yadav also sang lines
from a Govinda-starrer movie
with a play on the lyrics “tum
toh dhokebaaz ho, vaada karke
bhool jaate ho”, to allege that
Prime Minister Modi did not
fulfil his promises made in the
last election. “Modi ji says his
guarantee is a strong one, we
say that his guarantee is like
Chinese goods, use it two-
three times and it goes bad. So
his guarantees are only meant

for elections. They (BJP) only
indulge in propaganda and
making threats,” the RJD leader
charge Yadav also took a jibe at
Modi over this morning’s cer-
emony of conferring Bharat
Ratna to BJP veteran L K
Advani.”When President was
conferring Bharat Ratna to
Advani ji, Modi ji was sitting
next to Advani ji but did not
even stand in honour of the
President,” he said.
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury said, “Today
a new energy has been creat-
ed in Indian politics, which will
make Indian democracy win
and autocracy lose...” Yechury
said. He stressed that it was
important to save democracy,
secularism and the Indian
Constitution. “We will defeat
those powers which are
destroying the nation,” he said.
Communist Party of India
general secretary D Raja said
the country is facing 
a “calamity”.

Top INDIA Bloc leaders gather at save democracy rally
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National Conference chief
Farooq Abdullah and

PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti castigated the BJP
Sunday, accusing it of violat-
ing the Constitution, as the
two former Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Ministers
attended an INDIA bloc rally
here in support of arrested
Opposition leaders Arvind
Kejriwal and Hemant Soren.
The ‘Loktantra Bachao’ (save
democracy) rally was organ-
ised at the Ramlila Maidan
here where Abdullah also
asserted that they will con-
tinue to be part of the INDIA
bloc “till our last breath”.
“What is our aim? Our only
aim is  to save the
Constitution. There is an
attack on the Constitution.
Even the CJI (Chief Justice of
India) is getting threats. This
is our condition. People are
being made to fight each
other. You have to vote against
this. You have to raise your
voice. We will not leave the

alliance till our last breath,” he
told the audience.
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) president Mufti said
the way opposition leaders are
being put in jail makes it
“Kalyug ka Amrit Kaal”.
“Today the country is going
through a tough phase. The
condition is such that people
are straightaway being put
into jail without. There is no

due process, no lawyers. This
is what is called “Kalyug ka
Amrit Kaal” where people
are put in jail.
“I am not talking about Umar
Khalid who has been in jail
for last two years or Sidheeq
Kappan (a journalist who was
arrested in 2020 and was
released later). I am talking
about your representatives
whom you elect as MLAs,

chief ministers, Lok Sabha
members. They are slapped
with corruption allegations,
and put behind bars. We have
seen this in Jammu and
Kashmir over the last five
years,” she said. “Those who
flout laws and Constitution
are not patriot but an anti-
national. Jammu and Kashmir
is a laboratory. Things are first
tested there and then applied

elsewhere,” she claimed.
She said Kejriwal and Soren
have been arrested for no
reason.
“What is the fault of Kejriwal
ji and Hemant Soren ji? If
Kejriwal joins the BJP, the
media, which has been calling
him corrupt Kejriwal, will
say there is no other ‘kattar
imaandar’ (staunchly honest
person) like him. What was
his fault? 
That he built good schools
where the children of the
poor could study and from
where engineers, doctors
could emerge. He gave free
water, free power and built
good hospitals,” Mufti assert-
ed.
“This is happening for the
first time that even before
elections, rigging is happen-
ing by arresting opposition
leaders. The INDIA bloc does
not have Facebook, YouTube,
newspapers or TV. 
They (the ruling party) have
everything — Godi, Modi,
media. Please be our TV, our
newspaper, our Facebook and
YouTube,” she told the crowd.
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Women suffering from
Lupus, also known as

Systemic lupus erythematosus
(SLE), a multisystem autoim-
mune disease can safely
become pregnant and also
breastfeed their newborns but
the pregnancies need to be
planned in consultation with
doctors so that the drugs can
be modified well in advance,
medicos from the AIIMS said
here.
SLE mainly affects mostly
women in their reproductive
age. It can involve any organ
of the body and, if not treat-
ed, can be life threatening
also. Symptoms of the SLE
include fever, oral ulcers, skin
rashes, joint pain, hair fall and
kidney involvement.
Dr Ranjan Gupta, Associate
Professor in the Department
of Rheumatology at AIIMS
Delhi, said pregnancy is a
major concern among lupus
patients coming to the hospi-
tal as they are mostly women
in their child-bearing age
group.
The problem is further com-
pounded by the fact that the
medicines like mycophenolate
and cyclophosphamide used
in the treatment of SLE can
cause deformities in children
if taken during conception.
Therefore, an unplanned
pregnancy can be a physical
and emotional challenge for
these patients, Dr Gupta said.
“On the other hand, if preg-

nancies are planned well in
consultat ion with their
rheumatologists according to
the disease state, the drugs
can be modified well in
advance and women patients
with SLE can not only have
successful pregnancy but can
also breastfeed their new-
borns,” he said on the side-
lines of an event at AIIMS,
Delhi. At a patient education
program themed ‘Patients
with Lupus also can lead a
normal life’ organised at
AIIMS,  Delhi  for  SLE

patients on Saturday, doctors
highlighted that regular fol-
low-up with uninterrupted
treatment is the key for long-
term remiss ion in  th is
chronic rheumatic disease. 
It was inaugurated by the
Dean (Academics)  Dr
Kaushal Verma and Head of
the Department of Transplant
Immunolog y and
Immunogenetics Dr D K
Mitra.
Dr Siddharth Jain, assistant
professor in the Department
of Medicine at AIIMS said,
“These patients also can lead
a normal life provided they
visit their doctors regularly
and continue the prescribed
treatment. 
Most of the time, the disease
flares are the outcomes of
non-compliance.
Dermatologist Dr Neetu
Bhari discussed the skin man-
ifestations and their manage-
ment whereas psychiatrist Dr
Rohit Verma highlighted the
under-recognised issue of
depression among lupus
patients. Nephrologist Dr
Arun Kumar discussed the
renal involvement in SLE.
Most patients in India have to
bear healthcare costs as out of
pocket expenses. 
“While this has been recent-
ly addressed by a new policy
that offers low-cost insur-
ance at the national level to
everyone within the social
security scheme of  the
Government, a lot of rheuma-
tological conditions at present
do not have coverage under
this scheme... This stems from
the rare nature of these dis-
eases and a lack of awareness
even in policy making circles.
Though SLE has recently been
included in this scheme, the
benefits are available only
once the diagnosis is made
and only for inpatient care,” as
per a study by Dr Amita
Agar wal,  Rudrarpan
Chatterjee, Amita Aggarwal
from Department of Clinical
Immunolog y and
Rheumatology at SGPGIMS,
Lucknow.
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Older women and women
with disabilities face par-

ticular risk of abuse, yet their
situation is largely hidden in
most global and national vio-
lence-related data, according
to two new publications
released recently by the World
Health Organization (WHO).
The health agency has called
for better research across
countries that will help ensure
these women are counted,
and that their specific needs
are understood and addressed.
“Older women and women
with disabilities are under-
represented in much of the
available research on violence
against women, which under-
mines the ability of pro-

grammes to meet their par-
ticular needs,” said Dr
Lynnmarie Sardinha,
Technical Officer at WHO
and the UN Special
Programme on Human
Reproduction (HRP) for
Violence against Women Data
and Measurement, and author
of the briefs. “Understanding
how diverse women and girls
are differently affected, and if
and how they are accessing
services, is critical to ending
violence in all its forms.”
These include coercive and
controlling behaviours such as
withholding of medicines,
assistive devices or other
aspects of care, and financial
abuse.
The two briefs, ‘Measuring
violence against older women’
and ‘Measuring violence

against women with disabili-
ty,’ stress that older women
and women with disabilities
and their representative orga-
nizations should be engaged
in all phases and aspects of
survey design and implemen-
tation, to ensure they are

appropriate and user-friendly.
Formats l ike Brai l le  or
EasyRead can expand acces-
sibility.
The briefs are the first in a
series on neglected forms of
violence and were developed
as part of the UN Women-

WHO Joint Programme on
Violence against Women
Data.
Among women aged 60 years
and older, a review conduct-
ed by WHO found that phys-
ical and/or sexual intimate
partner violence remained the
most frequently experienced
forms of abuse. 
However, as partners aged,
some women reported a shift
from predominantly physical
and/or sexual violence to psy-
chological violence, including
threats of abandonment and
other controlling behaviours.
Older women and women
with disabil it ies can be
extremely isolated when vio-
lence occurs, making it more
difficult for them to escape
and report the abuse. Stigma
and discrimination can fur-

ther reduce access to services
or information, or result in
their accounts of violence
being dismissed by respon-
ders.
“Gender-based violence is
rooted in unequal power and
control over women,” said Dr
Avni Amin, Head of the
Rights and Equality across
the Life Course Unit at WHO
and HRP. “For older women
and women with disabilities,
their dependency and isola-
tion are further exploited by
perpetrators, increasing their
risk of abuse. Services must be
responsive to their needs and
identify appropriate contacts
through the health and care
systems, so that all women
experiencing violence can
access empathetic, survivor-
centered care.”
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The Closing Ceremony of
the Bilateral Tri-Service

Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief (HADR)
Amphibious Exercise between
India and US, Tiger Triumph
2024 was held onboard USS
Somerset on Saturday, navy
said here on Sunday.
The exercise signifies the
robust strategic partnership
between the two countries
and was aimed towards shar-
ing best practices and
Standard Operating
Procedures in undertaking
multinational HADR opera-
tions.
The Harbour Phase was con-
ducted at Visakhapatnam from
March18 – 25, which includ-
ed pre-sail discussions, Subject
Matter Expert Exchange,
Sports engagements, ship
boarding drills and cross deck
visits. Personnel from both the
Navies celebrated the festival
of Holi together on March 25,
as part of the cultural exchange
programme showcasing the

vibrant and vivid culture of
India.
The Sea phase was conducted
from March 26 to 30 and it
included units of both coun-
tries undertaking maritime
exercises at sea followed by
landing of troops at Kakinada
for setting up of a joint
Command and Control
Centre and a Joint Relief and
Medical Camp for HADR
operations. Cross Deck heli-
copter operations involving
UH3H, CH53 and  MH60R
helicopters were also under-
taken between ships of the
Indian Navy and the US Navy
off Kakinada and
Visakhapatnam.
The participating units from
the Indian Navy included a
Landing Platform Dock,

Landing Ship Tanks (Large)
including their integral
Landing Crafts and heli-
copters, Guided Missile Frigate
and Long Range Maritime
Reconnaissance Aircraft. 
The Indian Army was repre-
sented by one Infantry
Battalion Group including
mechanised forces and the
Indian Air Force had deployed
one medium lift aircraft, trans-
port helicopter and the Rapid
Action Medical Team
(RAMT).
The US Task Force comprised
of a US Navy Landing
Platform Dock including its
integral Landing Craft Air
Cushions and helicopters, a
Destroyer, maritime recon-
naissance and medium lift
aircraft, and also, US Marines.
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Cash, bank deposits and
land worth �17.82 crore

belonging to the family mem-
bers of “gangster” Surender
Singh alias Chiku have been
attached as part of a money
laundering investigation
against the Lawrence Bishnoi
gang and others, the
Enforcement Directorate said
on Sunday.
The immovable assets are locat-
ed in Haryana’s Narnaul and
Rajasthan’s Jaipur, the central
agency said in a statement.
It said Chiku was “managing
the crime money of Lawrence
Bishnoi through his gang
members and acquired prop-
erties in the names of his fam-
ily members and relatives”.
Chiku is currently lodged in
Tihar jail and was arrested in
this case by the ED in February
after the agency conducted
searches against his family
members and linked persons in
Rajasthan and Haryana.
The probe found, the ED said,
alleged “illegal” involvement of

Chiku in mining businesses in
Narnaul through a company
called Nimawat Granites Pvt.
Ltd.”Surender Singh Chiku
wielded his criminal clout and
introduced his brother-in-law
Vikash Kumar as a director and
a shareholder in this company
that was awarded a mining ten-
der at Bakhrija mines in
Narnaul.”Through this deal,
Surender Singh Chiku and
Vikash Kumar extorted Rs 2.84
crore without business invest-
ment,” the agency claimed.
The “proceeds of crime” extort-
ed from mining businesses
were acquired through legal
banking channel, channelised
into normal economy and used
to purchase immovable prop-

erties and for personal con-
sumption, it claimed.
The agency said it conducted a
drone survey of the mined
area in the presence of mining
and revenue officials to make
calibrated estimates of the
extorted money from mining
businesses under the patronage
of gangster Chiku.
“It has emerged that the quar-
rying has resulted in extraction
of more than 1 lakh metric
tonnes of stones from these
mines,” the ED said.
The ED’s money laundering
case stems from multiple
Haryana Police FIRs against
Chiku and his family members
on charges of kidnapping, mur-
der and extortion, etc. 
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As the state gears up for
the pivotal moment of
democratic expression,

three prominent actors have
thrown their hats into the
political ring in Kerala. While
superstar and senior actor
Suresh Gopi is trying his luck
from the Thrissur
constituency on a BJP ticket,
well-known actor and sitting
Left MLA M Mukesh is
contesting from the Kollam
Lok Sabha seat. 
The saffron party has fielded
its leader and actor G
Krishnakumar to take on
Mukesh in Kollam and UDF
candidate N K
Premachandran, a seasoned
politician, who represents the
Kollam seat currently. Unlike
neighbouring Tamil Nadu,
where film personalities have
been playing a key role in
determining its political
future for several decades, the
convergence of the
entertainment industry and
politics in Kerala is
happening very slowly. 
Currently, there are four
artists from the Malayalam

tinsel town elected to the state
Assembly. Apart from
Mukesh, state Transport
Minister K B Ganesh Kumar,
Mani C Kappan and Daleema
Jojo were elected to the state
Assembly in the 2021
elections. “Actors joining
politics has become common
in Kerala for over a decade,”
said B Unnikrishnan, the
General Secretary of the Film
Employees Federation of
Kerala (FEFKA) Directors
Union. 
“For over a decade, it has
become common for our
colleagues from the industry
to venture into politics, and it
is no longer unusual. We have
seen many from the industry
trying their luck in politics.
Ganesh Kumar has been
serving as an MLA and a
minister in the state cabinet
for a long time now,”
Unnikrishnan said while
speaking to PTI. 
Suresh Gopi, the star
candidate of the BJP, was
earlier nominated to Rajya
Sabha. However, he failed to
win the people’s mandate in
the 2019 general election and
the 2021 Assembly poll.

Despite several decades of
intense campaigning, the BJP,
which could not make much
headway in electoral politics
in the state, is now testing its
fortune by fielding Gopi again
from the Thrissur Lok Sabha
seat, banking on his
popularity and influence
among his fans. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
himself has visited Thrissur
twice recently to give a boost
to Gopi’s campaign. 
His friend actor Mukesh, a

sitting MLA of the state’s
ruling CPI(M) and best
known for his rib-tickling
roles, has won two
consecutive elections, in 2016
and 2021, from the Kollam
Assembly constituency. 
He represents Kollam seat in
the Assembly. Mukesh’s rival
candidate in Kollam seat,
Krishnakumar, a BJP
member, is familiar to
audiences through various
roles in television serials and
movies. 

In recent years, he has
increased his social media
presence, alongside his four
daughters, all of whom are
major influencers on digital
platforms. Speaking to PTI,
Krishnakumar highlighted
his goal of achieving
maximum development in
the Kollam Lok Sabha
constituency. 
He did not hold back while
criticising Mukesh and
UDF’s N K Premachandran.
According to Krishnakumar,

using the term ‘actor-turned
politician’ was not accurate,
as anyone could enter
politics regardless of their
profession. “For me,
campaigning in the
constituency is easy. Neither
of the opposing candidates
has contributed anything to
the constituency. 
Premachandran is the sitting
MP, while Mukesh is a
sitting MLA of the ruling
party. They both have failed
to make any significant
impact in the constituency,
and they are both part of the
same INDIA bloc,”
Krishnakumar said.
Meanwhile, Unnikrishnan
said the film fraternity
usually does not take sides
during elections, as each
individual has his or her
own political ideology. 
He referred to the electoral
battle of the famous actor
Innocent from the
Chalakkudy seat in the 2014
Lok Sabha polls. “Innocent
chettan (a term used for an
elder brother) contested and
became an MP from
Chalakudy while he was the
president of the Association

of Malayalam Movie Artists
(AMMA),” Unnikrishnan
added. Some prominent
actors and directors refused
to comment on actors
venturing into politics. Film
reviewer Arjun R pointed
out that while the on-screen
persona of actors is a factor,
it does not influence the
voters much in Kerala. 
“Nevertheless, K B Ganesh
Kumar, who comes from a
political family, then
Mukesh, and the late actor
Innocent were successful in
the electoral fray,” Arjun
said. 
Ganesh Kumar, a senior
actor and son of senior
Kerala Congress leader Late
R Balakrishna Pillai, has
been elected to the state
Assembly five times since
2001. Kumar has also held
various portfolios in both
the Congress-led UDF and
the CPI(M)-led LDF
ministries. 
Actor Jagadhish had
contested against Kumar in
the 2016 election. Mani C
Kappan, who has produced
numerous movies and acted
in a few, is currently an MLA

from Pala. Now, part of the
Congress-led UDF, he was
previously associated with
the Left front. 
Singer Daleema Jojo
defeated Congress leader
Shanimol Usman in the 2021
Assembly elections from the
Aroor seat. 
Arjun pointed out that the
late well-known actor
Murali, who contested with
Left backing in 1999, lost the
elections to senior Congress
leader V M Sudheeran. He
also noted that Dharmajan
Bolgatty and Veena Nair,
who contested on Congress
ticket for the state Assembly,
were also unsuccessful. In
the past, well-known actor
Prem Nazir showed interest
in politics but did not
contest. 
However, noted filmmaker
Ramu Kariat, had won as a
left independent from
Nattika in the 1965 assembly
elections. In the 1989 general
elections, the Left party had
fielded noted director late
Lenin Rajendran against
Congress’ K R Narayanan,
who later went on to become
the President of India. 
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Former Uttar Pradesh
minister Swami Prasad

Maurya, who recently parted
ways with the Samajwadi
Party, on Sunday said he will
contest the Lok Sabha
elections from Kushinagar as
a candidate of his Rashtriya
Shoshit Samaaj Party.
Claiming that he held talks
with the INDIA bloc
constituents from Uttar
Pradesh over seat sharing but
got no response, Maurya also
announced that S N Chauhan
will be his party’s candidate
from the Deoria Lok Sabha
seat.
The names of other
candidates of the party would
be announced soon, he
added.
Kushinagar and Deoria Lok
Sabha seats will vote in the
seventh and final phase of the
general elections on June 1.
In a post on X in Hindi,
Maurya said that since the
formation of the Rashtriya
Shoshit Samaj Party, he has
been trying to strengthen the
INDIA bloc and make it win.
“We also appealed to the
people of the country to save
the Constitution, democracy
and get rid of the BJP,” he
said.
“I held talks with the leaders
of both the big parties of
Uttar Pradesh who are the

constituents of the INDIA
bloc and... Sent a list of five
names,” Maurya said.
The former minister said that
he waited for their decision. 
“But, no announcement has
been made to date. So, after a
long wait, considering the
demand of the people of
Kushinagar Lok Sabha
constituency, I am dedicating
myself as a candidate from
the seat. From the Deoria Lok
Sabha seat, SN Chauhan will
be the candidate of the
Rashtriya Shoshit Samaaj
Party,” Maurya said.
“Now, it remains to be seen
whether the parties in the
INDIA bloc consider me a
part of the alliance or give a
certificate of not being a part
of the alliance like Bhim
Army chief Chandrashekhar
Azad and Pallavi Patel of
Apna Dal (Kamerawadi).
Maurya left the BJP and
joined the Samajwadi Party
before the 2022 assembly
elections and contested from
Fazilnagar Assembly seat in
Kushinagar but was defeated. 
Later, the Samajwadi Party
made him a member of the
Uttar Pradesh Legislative
Council. However, there was
opposition within the party
regarding his comments
related to ‘Sanatan Dharma’,
after which he broke ties with
SP and formed the Rashtriya
Shoshit Samaj Party. 
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Avowing abiding
confidence in Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s
goal of 370 seats, BJP leader
Nitin Gadkari says the
additional seats to its current
strength of 288 will come
from gains in southern India
in the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections.
In a wide ranging interview
with PTI at his residence in
Nagpur, Gadkari said there is
“no doubt” in his mind that
the BJP-led NDA alliance will
cross 400 seats and that Modi
will take over as prime
minister for a third term
because of the solid work
done by the government in
the last 10 years.
He dismissed allegations that
the Modi government is
“weaponising” central probe
agencies such as the

Enforcement Directorate and
CBI to weaken the opposition,
saying BJP’s rivals should
make efforts to overcome
adversity by winning the
confidence of the people.
“Is it our responsibility to
make the opposition weak or
strong? When we had just two
MPs and were weak, we never
got any package out of
sympathy,” Gadkari, who is
seeking a third Lok Sabha
term from Nagpur, said.
Gadkari launched his
campaign with a massive road
show on Saturday through
Nagpur, his motorcade
crawling through a sea of
supporters who withstood 40
degrees Celsius temperature
to welcome the local hero. The
programme, which was to
take two hours ended four
hours later as supporters
covered him with gulal and
insisted on offering him

snacks every time he stopped.
Gadkari said the BJP emerged
stronger over the years due to
the sheer hard work of its
workers and the opposition
too has to make efforts to earn
the people’s confidence.
“The nature of democracy is
such that this keeps changing.
Whatever role you play, you
always have to make efforts

and overcome adversity. This
is important for any
opposition party,” he said.
He was also asked to explain
the arithmetic of 370 seats for
BJP and more than 400 seats
for the National Democratic
Alliance, given that they have
already maxed out in their
stronghold states.
“There is no need to make a

state-wise analysis. This time
we will taste success in the
South. The work we have
done in the south and the
northeast over the last 10
years under Prime Minister
Modi’s leadership… we have
started getting results of the
same,” he said.
“We have worked hard in
Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh
and Karnataka. We had very
little presence in these states.
This time we will do well in
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. We have been
performing well in north
India. So, I feel the BJP will
alone get 370 seats and the
NDA will cross 400,” Gadkari
said.
The senior BJP leader said the
people of the country want to
see development and have
faith in the leadership of
Modi, which will be reflected

in the elections.
To a question on the claims by
certain quarters that the BJP
will fall short of the majority
mark, which in turn could
trigger a race for the post of
the prime minister, Gadkari
responded vehemently: “Not
at all!”
“We are completely confident
that we will get a complete
majority and will also cross
the 400 mark and Narendra
Modi ji will become the
country’s prime minister for
the third consecutive term.
There is no doubt about this
in my mind,” he said.
Questioned about his
personal agenda for the
centenary celebrations of the
RSS in 2025, the ideological
fountainhead of the BJP,
Gadkari said his “personal
agenda” was only towards his
constituency that has elected
him.
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Six out of the 11 Lok Sabha
seats in Chhattisgarh have

been the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s bastions where it
never lost the elections since
the state’s formation in 2000.
While the Congress has
expressed confidence of
breaching the saffron
citadels this time, the BJP is
hopeful of retaining them
and also pocketing the other
Lok Sabha seats in the state.
Of these six seats, Kanker,
Surguja and Raigarh are
reserved for the Scheduled
Tribes, Janjgir-Champa for
the Scheduled Castes, while
Raipur and Bilaspur are for
the general category
candidates.
In Rajnandagon Lok Sabha
seat, the BJP never tasted
defeat since 2000 but in a
2007 bypoll, the Congress

emerged victorious. This
time, the Congress has
fielded former chief minister
Bhupesh Baghel from
Rajnandgaon.
After Chhattisgarh was
carved out of Madhya
Pradesh, the BJP fared well
in both the assembly and Lok
Sabha elections in the state.
The saffron party ruled the
state uninterrupted for 15
years from 2003 to 2018 and
came to power for the fourth

term in the 2023 assembly
polls.
The BJP won 10 Lok Sabha
seats in 2004, 2009, and
2014. Despite a severe loss in
the 2018 assembly elections,
the BJP won nine seats in the
2019 Lok Sabha elections.
Both the parties have
declared their candidates for
the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls in the state, to be held
in three phases on April 19,
April 26 and May 7.
The Congress has pinned
hopes on a sitting MLA, two
former legislators including a
minister, two fresh faces and
an experienced leader to
breach the BJP’s six
strongholds.
In Raipur Lok Sabha seat, the
BJP has fielded Brijmohan
Agrawal, an eight-term MLA
and minister in the Vishnu
Deo Sai-led present state
government, dropping
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Political parties in
Jharkhand are leaving no

stone unturned to woo nearly
71 lakh voters in the age group
of 18 and 29, who could play a
significant role in electing
candidates. 
Ruling JMM is banking on a
slew of schemes, ranging from
providing education loans to
imparting skills, launched by
the state government for the
youth. 
The BJP claimed that youths
would be one of the major
focus areas in the election
manifesto of the party, while
the Congress said that its
leader Rahul Gandhi has
already announced five
promises to the youth,
including filling up 30 lakh
vacant government posts
across the country, including
Jharkhand. 
Of the 2.55 crore electors
eligible to exercise their
franchise in the Lok Sabha
polls, 70.83 lakh are young
voters and of them, 34.85 lakh
are women, according to the
state electoral rolls.
Of the total young voters,

22.33 lakh electors, including
11.39 lakh women, are
between the age group of 18
and 22 and will exercise their
franchise for the first time in
Jharkhand where
parliamentary and assembly
polls were held five years ago.
Among the first-time voters,
the number of electors
between the age group of 18
and 19 is 8.08 lakh, including
4.48 lakh women voters,
according to the state electoral
rolls. 
State leaders cutting across
parties are reaching out to
young voters with their
existing schemes and promises
to galvanise their support in
the parliamentary polls.
Jharkhand BJP spokesperson
Pratul Shahdeo said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
been an “icon among young
people” not only in India but
also in the world.

“Youths have been in focus
area of PM Modi. Hordes of
programmes such as Start-up
India, Stand-up India and
entrepreneurship promotion
were launched, targeting
young citizens of the country.
For higher education, the
number of institutes like IITs,
IIMs and AIIMS and others
have increased during the last
10 years,” he told PTI.
Shahdeo said that focus on the
youths will also be reflected in
the party’s upcoming poll
manifesto.
Congress spokesperson Sonal
Shanti said that if opposition

bloc INDIA comes to power,
they would first discontinue
the ‘Agniveer’ scheme. 
“Job creation would be our
prime focus if we come to
power. Guaranteed
apprenticeship with a stipend
of Rs 1 lakh annually for
graduate and diploma holders,
would be rolled out and over
30 lakh vacancies in the
government sector would be
filled up and job security to the
people working in the
unorganised sector would be
ensured,” he told PTI.
A JMM office-bearer said that
the coalition government in
Jharkhand launched various
schemes for youths, including
‘Guruji Credit Card’ for
education loan, ‘Manki Munda
Scholarship’ for technical
education to girls, ‘Mukhya
Mantri Sarthi Yojana’ (a block
level skill mission) and 75 per
cent reservation to locals in

private companies. “We are
reaching out to young voters
with these schemes,” he said.
Political analysts said that
young voters play a pivotal role
in deciding the fate of
candidates in every election.
National Election Watch
(NEW) State Coordinator
Sudhir Pal told PTI that the
number of young voters has
increased due to various
awareness programmes by the
Election Commission of India
(ECI).
National Election Watch is a
nationwide campaign on
electoral reforms, and
improving democracy and
governance in India.
“I think the sizable young
voters will put pressure on
political parties as they are
vocal towards their issues such
as employment. So, political
parties will not dare to take
them lightly,” he said. 
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sitting MP Sunil Soni. 
In 2019, Soni defeated
Congress’ Pramod Dubey by
a margin of 3,48,238 votes. 
Ramesh Bais, currently the
governor of Maharashtra,
won Raipur seat seven times-
1989, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2004,
2009 and 2014 - on BJP’s
ticket. 

The Congress has this time
fielded former MLA Vikas
Upadhyay from Raipur. 
Upadhyay was elected MLA
for the first time in 2018
from Raipur City West
assembly seat but he lost the
2023 state polls. 
In Kanker Lok Sabha seat
also, the BJP has denied

ticket to sitting MP Mohan
Mandavi and fielded former
MLA Bhojraj Nag, while the
Congress has nominated
Biresh Thakur, who
represented panchayat bodies
in the past.
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Iboarded a flight recently
with my family from
Phuket to Delhi. As we

settled down in our seats, I
observed a newly married
couple a few rows ahead of
us. The wife handed a pillow
from her handbag  to the
husband. It was not the cou-
ple that struck me; it was the
fact that the lady had kept
the item to be used by her
husband in her bag.
I was relieved that my two
daughters had not witnessed
the scene. There would have
been loud protestations of
sexist or even patriarchal
behaviour. The same way
that they protest about my
wife packing my bags even
after almost four decades of
married life – for the simple
reason that men are, or at
least I am, not perfect in that
department.
A few years into my service
in the railways, I had a short
stint in the headquarters as
a junior officer. My boss
developed a liking for my
skills at drafting and putting
it on the computer. A zeal to
excel made me hand over the
draft within a few hours the
first time. He proposed
changes, which were also
incorporated by me in no

time most enthusiastically.
The process of correcting the
drafts continued till the
deadline was upon us, when
the final version ended up
looking almost like my first
draft. It did not take me long
to learn that procrastination
was the better option than
going through futile itera-
tions. I started handing over
the initial draft itself when
the deadline was almost
upon us. He was not happy
– I was depriving him of his
quest for perfection.
In later years, as I climbed up
the professional ladder, I

found myself guilty of the
same eye for perfection,
when dealing with my sub-
ordinates. I had to remind
myself of my own experi-
ences, as also the fact that
not all situations merited the
best – even a second best
would do.
I am also fond of clicking
pictures during my travels,
like so many others. Advent
of the social media, and a
quest to share good pho-
tographs requires many
repeat clicks for that perfect
picture. Thus, each of our
travels have hundreds of

pictures on the computer,
not appreciated by my bet-
ter half.
She contradicts her eye for
perfection in this depart-
ment. Her logic is that there
are certain things in nature
which would long remain in
your heart when viewed
with your eyes and not
through a lens. The moment
may pass you in trying to be
perfect for the camera – a
sunrise or a sunset, a tiger
crossing your vehicle during
a jungle safari, a dolphin
jumping into the air and
then diving back, and so
many other beautiful won-
ders. I grudgingly agree with
her.
Graham Nash, English-
American musician and
singer-songwriter, reminds
us, Life is not perfect. It
never will be. You just have
to make the very best of it,
and you have to open your
heart to what the world can
show you; and sometimes it’s
terrifying, and sometimes
it’s incredibly beautiful, and
I’ll take both.
(The author is an electrical

engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts

classes in creative writing;
views are personal)
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resources in the name of development is
predicted that the global temperature will
rise by one and a half degrees Celsius by
2050. 
According to data, the average tempera-
ture on Earth would rise by 1.45 degrees
Celsius by 2023 compared to pre-indus-
trial levels. The most concerning aspect
is that, while the environment is chang-
ing, we humans are unable to modify our
behaviour and attitudes as quickly.
Weather warnings apply to the entire plan-
et, including everything that lives, grows,
and thrives on it, both moving and
immovable. As a result, concrete adjust-
ments in our behaviour are required, in
addition to the rhetoric of international
leaders on environmental issues.

Abhijit Roy | Jamshedpur  
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Madam — Apropos news article,
“Households wasted 1 billion meals daily
in 2022: UN report,” published on March
29, this is my response. It is a matter of
grave concern that households across the
world have wasted 1 billion meals a day

in 2022, which accounts for 60 per cent
of the total wastage of food, according to
the Food Wastage Index Report 2024, a
study co-authored by the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and
Waste and Resources Action Programme
(WRAP). Food loss or waste has indeed
become an issue of great public concern.
There needs to be a broad spectrum of
stakeholders and partners to tackle this
mountainous problem. 
There must also be coordination among
food supply chain actors—farmers, han-
dlers, processors and traders—in collab-
oration with the public and private sec-
tors and civil society to prevent food
wastage. Perhaps, educating people in a
sustained manner on safe food handling,
proper food storage in households and
understanding “best before” dates will be
of some help in tackling the issue.
Discarding food is not sustainable for our
earth and the environment.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Madam — Apropos news article “TMC
lodges complaint with EC,” published on
March 30, this is my response. As if
depriving poor people of West Bengal of
their fully entitled dues for more than two
years was not injurious enough; now salt
is being “liberally” sprinkled upon them
through bankrupt rhetoric of “returning
the loot” which has been confiscated by
the vigilant agencies! Even if it gets
ignored how can the “loot” be returned
to the common people despite the mat-
ter being sub-judice; the “sense of timing”
displayed in this context indeed deserves
much praise! 
Yet why didn’t the heart of the “Bengal
lovers” cry on the plight of the poor peo-
ple previously? Only after the issuance of
the notification of the general polls, do the
concerned honchos get reminded of the
plight of the poor Bengalis! If “everything
is possible” under the “bold” regime, why
doesn’t the “loot” be distributed among
the beleaguered Bengalis right now ie
before the first vote gets cast on April 19th
instead of waiting till the formation of a
new Government? Or do the Bengalis and
Indians deserve nothing more than Jumla
and Jumla just like Rs 15 lakh getting cred-
ited to each bank account or “reservation”
bestowed upon women(but only when or
if delimitation and census gets exercised)?

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Madam — Apropos news article
“Temperature to touch 40 deg in April,”
published on March 30, this is my
response. The World Meteorological
Organisation’s (WMO) most recent data
show that the Earth’s temperature has been
above average during the last decade. The
temperature is anticipated to rise further
in 2024. This will have an impact on the
entire earth’s weather cycle as well as the
life cycle of humans throughout time,
turning everything upside down. As a
result, some areas may get unseasonal
rain, while others may experience extreme
heat. The way the world is exploiting
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society. Violations of constitu-
tional safeguards meant to
protect tribal lands, such as the
Panchayats (Extension to
Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA),
further exacerbate their vul-
nerability.
Limited access to markets,
credit facilities, and technolo-
gy impedes the economic
development of tribal commu-
nities, perpetuating cycles of
poverty and dependency.
Despite possessing valuable
skills in areas such as agricul-
ture, handicrafts, and tradi-
tional medicine, tribal artisans
often struggle to access mar-
kets and receive fair compen-
sation for their products.
Tribal communities frequent-
ly face discrimination and
exploitation, both within their
communities and in interac-
tions with mainstream society.
Issues such as human traffick-
ing, wrongful incarceration,
and forced displacement
underscore the vulnerability of
tribal populations and the
urgent need for legal protec-
tions and social support mech-
anisms.
Initiatives and Interventions:
Efforts to improve access to
quality education and voca-
tional training programmes
can enhance the employabili-
ty and socio-economic status
of tribal youth. Initiatives such
as residential schools, scholar-
ships, and skill development
schemes play a crucial role in
bridging the education gap and
equipping tribal communities

with the necessary skills for
sustainable livelihoods.
Investments in healthcare
infrastructure, mobile medical
units, and community health
workers can improve access to
essential healthcare services in
remote tribal areas. Awareness
campaigns, preventive health-
care initiatives, and capacity-
building programmes for
healthcare professionals are
essential for addressing the
prevalent health challenges
among tribal populations.
Strengthening legal protec-
tions for tribal land rights,
ensuring participatory deci-
sion-making processes, and
promoting sustainable natur-
al resource management prac-
tices are critical for safeguard-
ing the livelihoods and cultur-
al heritage of tribal communi-
ties. Land titling initiatives,
community forest rights, and
alternative livelihood options
can empower tribal communi-
ties to assert their rights and
achieve economic self-reliance.
Supporting tribal entrepre-
neurship and facilitating mar-
ket linkages can unlock the
economic potential of tribal
communities. Initiatives such
as tribal cooperatives, market-
ing networks, and entrepre-
neurship development pro-
grammes enable tribal artisans
and farmers to access markets
and achieve fair prices for
their products.
Social Inclusion: Promoting
social cohesion, cultural diver-
sity, and gender equality with-

in tribal communities  are
essential for addressing social
discrimination and exploita-
tion. Community organisa-
tions, self-help groups, and
advocacy efforts play a vital role
in amplifying the voices of trib-
al communities and advocating
for their rights and dignity.
Case Studies: The ITDA
model, implemented in tribal-
dominated regions of Andhra
Pradesh, focuses on holistic
development interventions,
including education, health-
care, infrastructure, and liveli-
hood promotion. Through tar-
geted interventions such as
skill development pro-
grammes, healthcare camps,
and infrastructure projects,
ITDAs have made significant
strides in improving the well-
being and livelihoods of tribal
communities. 
The Tribal Entrepreneurship
Development Programme in
Odisha aims to promote entre-
preneurship among tribal
youth by providing training,
mentoring, and financial sup-
port for business startups.
Through initiatives such as
entrepreneurship awareness
camps, skill development
workshops, and access to cred-
it facilities, the programme
has empowered tribal entrepre-
neurs to launch successful
businesses and contribute to
local economic development.
(The writer is Vice-Chancellor
at Central Tribal University of

Andhra Pradesh; 
views are personal)
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In recent years, India has
made significant strides in
various sectors, ranging
from space exploration to
technological advance-

ments. However, amidst this
progress, the indigenous tribal
communities of the country con-
tinue to grapple with numerous
challenges that hinder their devel-
opment and well-being. This
article delves into the multifaceted
issues faced by tribal populations
in India, highlighting the urgent
need for concerted efforts to
address their needs and bridge the
existing socio-economic gaps.
Tribal communities, often
referred to as Adivasis, constitute
a significant portion of India’s
population, with approximately
10 crore individuals spread across
various states. Despite their
diverse cultures, languages, and
traditions, these communities
share common experiences of
marginalisation and socio-eco-
nomic disparities. Historically,
they maintain a symbiotic rela-
tionship with nature and relying
on traditional livelihood practices
such as agriculture, hunting, and
gathering.
Challenges faced: Despite efforts
to improve access to education,
tribal communities continue to
face challenges in achieving edu-
cational parity. The literacy rate
among tribal populations stands
at a concerning 59 per cent, sig-
nificantly lower than the nation-
al average. Factors such as inad-
equate infrastructure, teacher
shortages, and cultural barriers
contribute to this educational
deficit, perpetuating cycles of
poverty .
Tribal communities experience
disproportionately high rates of
malnutrition, with 39.5 per cent
of individuals suffering from
nutritional deficiencies, according
to the National Family Health
Survey. Additionally, diseases
such as Sickle Cell Disease (SCD)
and thalassemia are prevalent
among tribal populations, high-
lighting the inadequate healthcare
infrastructure and access to med-
ical facilities in tribal areas.
Land rights issues are a longstand-
ing concern for tribal communi-
ties, with many facing displace-
ment due to development pro-
jects, natural calamities, and
encroachment by mainstream
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Ladakh is globally
known as a tourist
hotspot. Its landscapes,

history, and cultural tradi-
tions are common markers
of its popularity. But in all
these images and talks, have
we ever spoken about sports
in which this region has
excelled? The game of Polo
is one such sport that is
closely connected closely to
the history and culture of
this Himalayan land.
However, the game is losing
relevance, and efforts are
now being made to revive it.
Ghulam Sayedin, 50, a resi-
dent of Chuchot village
located approximately 18
km from the district head-
quarters of Leh, shared that,
“Polo is Ladakh’s tradition-
al game. Today, it is mostly
played on the Shagaran

ground in our village. Every
year in festivals like Matho
Nagrang, Shey Drulo, Hemis
Tsechu, and Spituk Gastor,
Polo is played, and the local
crowd takes keen interest.
Most of the polo players
belong to Chuchot village.
Indus Chushot Polo Club
was established and regis-
tered in 2013, and it sought
to revive the centuries-old
tradition and custom.” This
game became a part of the

region’s culture in the 15th
Century and was introduced
by King Jamyang Namgyal. 
Another resident,
Mohammad Raza, 30, while
talking about the history
and evolution of the game
over the years, said, “Earlier,
Polo was played by the roy-
alty because it was a king’s
game and not by the local
people. But gradually, this
started to change, and the
common people started
playing it too. In an age that
was devoid of smartphones
and other activities, polo
came to be played widely.
Raza also stated, “It is said
that only men used to play
this game during those
times. Women who were
expected to only take care of
household chores were not
supposed to participate.”

Now, things are changing.
There is active participa-
tion of women in tourna-
ments and efforts are being
made to provide them with

resources and training.
There is a change in the
social norms too with the
families actively supporting
the growth of sports, espe-

cially for girls. 
The Government is also try-
ing to revive Polo in the
region. With the support of
the Lieutenant Governor,

Brigadier BD Mishra, a 10-
member all-women group
from Ladakh was sent to
receive polo coaching from
the President’s Body Guards
in Delhi in July last year.
In addition, there have been
consistent efforts to provide
adequate infrastructural
facilities, especially for the
Shagaran ground. Ghulam
Sayedin informed us that the
Shagaran ground has been
renovated after approximate-
ly 30 years. 
The Departments of
Tourism, Culture, Animal
Husbandr y,  and Youth
Services and Sports, Leh,
organised the first CEC
(Chief Executive Councillor)
Cup Polo Tournament 2022
in collaboration with Indus
Chushot Polo Club. This
was followed by the second

CEC Cup Polo tournament
which commenced in late
2023. 
The game is deeply
ingrained in the culture and
the history of the region. It
also has immense potential
in the areas of leadership
development among youth
and its resurgence among
young girls and women is
heartening. But its royal
legacy still clings on and
makes it out of reach for
many. As a source correctly
quoted, ‘During my school
days, I used to go to the polo
ground to look at the hors-
es and the players. It’s mes-
merising. But it is a very
expensive sport. I couldn’t
afford it so never got to play.’ 

(The writer is a student in
Leh, Ladakh. views are per-

sonal; Charkha Features)
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that normally happens with conven-
tional means. 
The innovator namely the Nano
Biotechnology Research Centre
(NBRC) of the Indian Farmers
Fertiliser Cooperative (IFFCO)
claims the efficiency of nano urea
(a measure of how much of the ‘N’
supplied from it is absorbed by the
plant) is over 80 per cent against
around 40 per cent for convention-
al stuff. Furthermore, nano urea
increases crop yield by 3-16 percent.
Likewise, nano-DAP can deliver
gains in efficiency of use and
increase in yield. 
Furthermore, unlike the use of
conventional urea which raises
environmental concerns, including
nitrate leaching, global warming,
ozone layer depletion, and ground-
water pollution, the use of nano-
urea causes less soil, water and air
pollution. According to a study, two
foliar sprays of nano-urea curtailed
nitrogen load by 25 per cent, besides
reducing the greenhouse gas (GHG)
emission from 164.2 to 416.5 kg
CO2-eq ha-1 under different crops. 
A more startling claim made by
IFFCO/NBRC is that a 500-ml
bottle of nano-urea is equivalent to
a 45-kg bag of conventional urea.
The latter contains 46 per cent N
nutrient, or 20 kg (45×0.46) where-
as the former contains 4 per cent N,
or 20 grammes (500x.04). Yet, the
two are considered to be equivalent
by the innovator. Put simply, this
means that urea in nano-form with
a mere 20 grammes can achieve
what conventional urea does with
20 kg-a gap of 1000 times in effi-
ciency.  
It is this monumental difference in
efficiency that enables IFFCO to
deliver a 500-ml bottle of nano-urea
to farmers for Rs 240 without any
subsidy support. In contrast, the cost
of supplying equivalent convention-
al urea in a 45 kg bag, is over eleven
times at around Rs 2650 (while, this
figure is for imported urea, even for

urea produced domestically, the cost
is substantially higher and varies
from unit to unit), the Government
has to give a subsidy of Rs 2410 to
make available to the farmer at the
same price of Rs 240. 
In the case of DAP, IFFCO/NBRC
claims, a 500-ml bottle of nano-
DAP is equivalent to a 50-kg bag of
conventional DAP. While the for-
mer can be delivered to farmers for
Rs 600 without any subsidy support,
the cost of supplying the latter is
nearly seven times at Rs 4000.
With a subsidy of Rs 2,650, the price
of conventional DAP to the farmer
comes to Rs 1,350 which is more
than double the price of an equiv-
alent 500-ml bottle of nano-DAP. 
According to Mansukh Mandaviya,
India will produce about 55 million
bottles of nano-urea during FY
2023-24 thus replacing 2.5 million
tons of conventional urea. At one
level, it will help in trimming excess
consumption of urea thereby reduc-
ing the imbalance in fertiliser use
(currently, the NPK use ratio is
6.7:2.4:1 against the desired 4:2:1)
thereby improving soil health, at
another, it will bring about a dras-
tic reduction in subsidy @ Rs 2410
per 45 kg bag, the subsidy on
import of a ton of conventional urea
comes to Rs 53,550 (2410x22.22
being the number of bags in a ton).
On 2.5 million tons, it would have
been around Rs 13,400 crore. Since
this has been replaced by nano-urea
which doesn’t require any subsidy
support, the entire amount of Rs
13,400 crore is saved. Likewise, there
would be savings in subsidy to the
extent conventional DAP is replaced
by nano-DAP. 
Meanwhile, the Government has
plans to boost production of nano
urea to around 440 million bottles
during 2024-25. This is equivalent
to 20 million tonnes of convention-
al urea or around 60 per cent of its
total current consumption (2023-
24). One wonders whether substi-

tution to that extent is technically
feasible. Normally, urea is applied in
two dosages: one, basal application
being even spreading of solid fertilis-
ers over the entire field before or at
sowing or planting; two, top dress-
ing which involves applying fertilis-
er directly to the leaves as opposed
to in the soil. Nano-urea is meant
to replace conventional urea only in
top dressing even as basal applica-
tion is entirely in solid form. 
Scientists recommend that 50 per-
cent of the application or around
16.5 million tonnes, come from
nano-urea. Even at this level, urea
import (currently estimated at 6.4
million tonnes during 2023-24)
would be eliminated. Not just that,
for the balance of 10 million tons
coming from nano-urea, the
requirement of natural gas or NG -
the raw material for urea production
- will be ‘drastically’ pruned. 
Taking around 600 cubic metres of
NG needed for a tonne of urea, if
10 million tonnes come from con-
ventional stuff, the NG requirement
would be 6000 million cubic metres
(600x10). If, instead it comes from
nano-urea, given the efficiency dif-
ference of 1000 times, the require-
ment will be a mere 6 million cubic
meters. This would lead to huge sav-
ings in the import of gas (current-
ly, India imports 50 per cent of its
NG needs; even for domestic urea
production, one-third of the total
requirement is met from imported
LNG).
Drastic reduction in load on infra-
structure will be a bonus. Imagine
the impact of handling, moving,
storing and delivering a 500- ml bot-
tle of nano-urea vis-à-vis a bag of
conventional urea containing 45,000
grammes of material. Ditto the
impact of carrying a 500-ml bottle
of nano-DAP vis-à-vis a bag of con-
ventional DAP containing 50,000
grammes of material. 

(The writer is a policy analyst,
views are personal)

Recently, the Union Minister for
Chemicals and Fertilisers
Mansukh Mandaviya stated
“Consumption of urea this fiscal
is likely to be 8 percent less than

in FY 2022-23 due to the use of its liquid
nano variant. Because of this and higher
domestic production, import of urea, the soil
nutrient that accounts for 70 per cent of the
fertiliser subsidy bill, declined more than a
fifth on year in 2023. Further spread of nano
urea consumption and the start of a new
large urea plant (Talcher in Odisha) by
September 2023 would lead to elimination
of imports in two-three years”.
The Minister’s statement points towards
unprecedented possibilities offered by nano-
fertilisers (apart from nano-urea, the indus-
try has also launched nano-DAP; besides
other fertiliser types in nano form such as
nano-potash, nano-zinc, nano-boron, etc are
being developed) in terms of not just a sub-
stantial reduction in fertiliser subsidy but
also reducing imbalance in fertiliser use, pre-
venting deterioration in soil health and help
achieve the environment-related goals.
Additional benefits will accrue by way of sav-
ings in foreign exchange outgo, reduction
in current account deficit (CAD) and
reduced stress on the logistics chain, partic-
ularly the transport and storage infrastruc-
ture. Nano-urea is urea in the form of a
nanoparticle containing nitrogen particles
of 20-50 nanometres (nm) in size. Likewise,
nano-DAP consists of particles of polymer-
encapsulated DAP that are less than 100 nm.
Nano-urea provides nitrogen or ‘N’ to
plants in liquid form as an alternative to con-
ventional urea which is mostly supplied as
prill (it is a small diameter, spherical white
solid). Likewise, nano-DAP supplies both ‘N’
and phosphate or ‘P’ nutrients to plants in
liquid form as an alternative to convention-
al DAP.
The beauty of nano-fertiliser lies in its ultra-
small size and high surface area (10,000
times over 1 mm urea prill), which enable
easy absorption by plant leaves. These par-
ticles enter the plant through cuticular pores,
or stomata, and then penetrate the cell mem-
branes through endocytosis. Once inside the
cell, these release nutrients slowly and
ensure full absorption by eliminating waste
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An Israeli airstrike hit a tent
camp in the courtyard of a

crowded hospital in central
Gaza on Sunday, killing two
Palestinians and wounding
another 15, including journal-
ists working nearby.

An Associated Press reporter
filmed the strike and aftermath
at the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital
in Deir al-Balah, where thou-
sands of people have sheltered
after fleeing their homes else-
where in the war-ravaged terri-
tory. People including women
and children scattered and cried
out. The Israeli military said it
struck a command centre of the
Islamic Jihad militant group
and claimed the hospital’s func-
tioning was not affected. Tens of
thousands of people have sought
shelter in Gaza’s hospitals since
the start of the war nearly six
months ago, viewing them as
relatively safe from airstrikes.
Israel accuses Hamas and other
militants of operating in and
around medical facilities, and
troops have raided a number of
hospitals.
Israeli troops have been raiding
Shifa Hospital, Gaza’s largest, for
nearly two weeks and say they

have fought heavy battles with
militants in and around the
medical compound. The mili-
tary says it has killed scores of
fighters, including senior Hamas
operatives. It said Sunday it had
found numerous weapons hid-
den there.
Palestinian families who fled
from the area, including many
who had been displaced earlier
in the war, say they were
ordered to march south by
Israeli soldiers after days of
heavy fighting.
Only a third of Gaza’s hospitals
are even partially functioning,
while Israeli strikes kill and
wound scores of people every
day. Doctors say they are often
forced to treat patients on hos-
pital floors because all the beds
are taken, and to operate with-
out anesthetic and other crucial
medical supplies. Those wound-
ed in Sunday’s strike lay on the
Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital floor
and gasped while being treated,
one clutching at the underside
of a stretcher that held someone
else.
An international team of doc-
tors who recently visited the
hospital said they were horrified
by the war’s gruesome impact
on Palestinian children. The

World Health Organization
director-general, Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, says
around 9,000 patients urgently
need to be evacuated abroad for
lifesaving care.
The war began when Hamas-
led militants stormed across the
border on Oct. 7 and rampaged
across southern Israel, killing
some 1,200 people and taking
around 250 hostages back to
Gaza. Over 100 captives were
freed last year in exchange for
the release of Palestinians
imprisoned by Israel. Israel
responded to the assault with
one of the deadliest and most
destructive military campaigns
in recent history, one that has
driven around 80% of Gaza’s
population of 2.3 million from
their homes. More than half of
the population is now shelter-
ing in the southern city of
Rafah, where Israel plans a
ground offensive despite warn-
ings of catastrophe from allies
and humanitarian groups.
The United Nations and part-

ners have warned that famine
could occur in devastated, large-
ly isolated northern Gaza as
early as this month.
Humanitarian officials say deliv-
eries by sea and air are not

enough and that Israel must
allow far more aid by road.
Egypt has said thousands of
trucks are waiting. The top
U.N. court has ordered Israel to
open more land crossings and
take other measures to address
the crisis.
The head of the World Food

Program, Cindy McCain, told
CBS on Sunday that WFP was
able to get just nine trucks into
Gaza on Saturday. “That’s noth-
ing. We just cannot continue
this way,” she said, calling for
unrestricted access. “People are
going to die otherwise, and
they already are dying.”
Gaza’s Health Ministry said
Sunday that at least 32,782
Palestinians have been killed
since the start of the war, includ-
ing 77 whose bodies were
brought to hospitals over the last
24 hours. The ministry’s count
does not differentiate between
civilians and fighters, but it has
said that women and children
make up around two-thirds of
those killed. Israel says over one-
third of the dead are militants,
though it has not provided evi-
dence to support that, and it
blames Hamas for civilian casu-
alties because the group operates
in residential areas. 
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Anew so-called mega poll
released by a civil society

campaign organisation indi-
cates that the governing
Conservative Party is in for a
major drubbing in the general
election expected later this
year, with even British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak’s seat in
North Yorkshire hanging in the
balance.
The 15,029-person MRP poll

conducted by Survation on
behalf of Best for Britain puts
the Opposition Labour Party
on 45 per cent of the vote share
with a 19-point lead over the
Conservatives, up three points
from the group’s previous poll
at the end of last year. ‘The
Sunday Times’ analysis of the
major seat-by-seat survey
claims Tory prospects have hit
a record low, which means
they are on track for their
worst election result, winning
fewer than 100 seats. Labour
could win 468, giving
Opposition leader Sir Keir
Starmer’s party a whopping
286-seat majority.
“Our MRP forecast shows that,
if the election were held tomor-
row, Sunak’s Conservatives
would lose 250 MPs across the
country and the Labour Party

would win with 468 seats. This
would be the worst ever result
for the Conservatives at a
General Election,” claims the
Best for Britain analysis.
“The extent of the damage to
the Conservative Party doesn’t
stop there either. Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak’s seat of
Richmond and Northallerton
becomes a hyper-marginal,
with the Labour Party just 2.4
per cent behind him. The same
is true in Chancellor Jeremy
Hunt’s new seat of Godalming
and Ash in which the Liberal

Democrats trail by just 1 per
cent,” it adds.
The analysis claims that of the
estimated 28 sitting Cabinet
members expected to contest
the polls, only 13 of them
would be re-elected should
they decide to stand again.
While undecided voters were
not accounted for in the survey,
they represented about 15 per
cent of those asked and the
Tories will be pinning their
hopes on winning them over
when the country finally goes
to the polls.
Lord David Frost, the former
Brexit secretary and a vocal
critic of Sunak, told ‘The
Sunday Times’ that these latest
survey figures showed the “des-
perate situation” the
Conservative Party was facing.
“The polling is getting worse
over time, not better,” he said.
Sunak’s aides fear he could
face a leadership challenge
after the local elections if, as
predicted, the Tories face
humiliating defeats in the May
2 local council and mayoral
polls. It will revive talk of
rebellion in his party ranks,
which have never fully qui-
etened down with Tory MPs
fearful of losing their seats
when the general election
comes. “If Sunak tried to call an

election, I think there would be
a real risk of an unedifying sit-
uation when a serious attempt
would have been made to
remove the PM before the
final dissolution of Parliament,”
one Tory MP told the newspa-
per.
“There were certainly several
MPs who said they would have
immediately put letters in to
force a confidence vote,” the
MP said.
A total of 53 MPs would need
to sign letters of no-confi-
dence for the party’s powerful
backbench 1922 Committee
to force such a vote of no-con-
fidence in Sunak. Rebels claim
they are in the mid-20s now,
with at least another 10 expect-
ed to join the ranks in the com-
ing weeks.
The repeal of the Fixed-term
Parliaments Act in 2022
restored the ability of British
prime ministers to set election
dates. However, by law a gen-
eral election has to take place
at least every five years, mak-
ing January 2025 the outermost
deadline for Sunak to go to the
ballot box. He has repeatedly
indicated that he intends to call
a general election in the second
half of 2024, with October-
November being touted as the
possible timeline. 
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Generations of Maryland
workers — longshoremen,

seafarers, steelworkers and
crabbers whose livelihoods
depend on Baltimore’s port —
watched in disbelief this week
as an iconic symbol of their
maritime culture crumbled
into the Patapsco River.  The
deadly collapse of the historic
Francis Scott Key Bridge has
shaken Baltimore to its core.

“What happened was kind
of a travesty,” said Joe Wade, a
retired port worker who
remembers fishing near the
bridge as a child. “I’m not a
crier, but ... I got emotional.”

Baltimore was a port long
before it was incorporated as a
city — and long before the
United States declared its inde-
pendence from Britain. Many

of the city’s brick rowhouses
were built to house fishermen,
dockworkers and sailors. They
earned a reputation for being
pioneering and tough, unafraid
of rough seas and long days. 

It’s a cultural identity that
persists among modern-day
watermen like Ryan “Skeet”
Williams, who makes a living
harvesting crabs from the
Chesapeake Bay.

“We’re rugged and salty,” he
said. “You build your own life.”

Williams relied on the Key
Bridge to connect his small
maritime community outside
Baltimore with Maryland’s
Eastern Shore, the lifeblood of
the state’s robust seafood indus-
try. Many of his friends and rel-
atives used the bridge for their
daily commutes. Scott Cowan,
president of the International
Longshoremen’s Association

Local 333, said the union rep-
resents about 2,400 people
whose jobs now hang in the
balance. Shipping traffic
through the Port of Baltimore
can’t resume until the underwa-
ter wreckage has been cleared.

“They always say it’s the
port that built the city,” said
Cowan, who followed in his
father’s footsteps when he
became a longshoreman
decades ago.

The disaster early Tuesday
marks the latest blow to a city
whose storied history often
gets lost in conversations about
its more recent struggles:
poverty, violent crime and pop-
ulation loss. 

Six members of a roadwork
crew plunged to their deaths
after a 985-foot (300-meter)
cargo ship lost power and
crashed into the bridge, elim-

inating a key piece of
Baltimore’s skyline and halting
maritime traffic to one of the
east coast’s busiest ports.

In the aftermath, some
experts questioned whether
the span’s supporting columns
should have been better pro-
tected against the gigantic con-
tainer ships that would routine-
ly pass by them. But Baltimore
is an old city with aging infra-
structure that often receives lit-
tle attention from national
politicians.

Officials have promised to
rebuild the Key Bridge, but that
could take years. “This is no
ordinary bridge. This is one of
the cathedrals of American
infrastructure,” U.S.
Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg said during a news
conference in Baltimore earli-
er this week. 
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Two men in Haiti were
hacked to death by a mob

who thought they were buying
ammunition or guns for gangs
that have terrorised the coun-
try, police said.  Police con-
firmed the crowd snatched
the men from police custody
after they were found with
about USD20,000 and the
equivalent of about
USD43,000 in Haitian cash in
their car, along with two pis-
tols and a box of ammunition. 
Carrying that amount of cash
was considered suspicious,
and residents assumed it was
a weapons purchase for the
gangs. 
The killings happened Friday
in a town near the provincial
city of Mirebalais. Police
appeared to fire warning shots
into the air to try to prevent
the killings, but the mob killed
them anyway. One of the vic-
tims was a police officer, and
the other was a former guard,
according to their identifica-
tion documents. 
The killings underscored how
outnumbered police are in
Haiti,  and the anger of
Haitians after months of

killings, kidnappings and
armed attacks by the country’s
gangs.
In the last month, gangs have
been targeting key infrastruc-
ture across the capital, Port-
au-Prince, including police
stations, the main interna-
tional airport that remains
closed and Haiti’s two biggest
prisons, releasing more than
4,000 inmates.
On Thursday, William O’Neill,
the UN rights expert for Haiti,
said the conflict-wracked
Caribbean nation now needs
between 4,000 and 5,000 inter-
national police to help tackle
“catastrophic” gang violence,
which is targeting key individ-

uals and hospitals, schools,
banks and other critical insti-
tutions.
In 2023, the number of people
killed and injured as a result of
gang violence increased signif-
icantly, with 4,451 killed and
1,668 injured, O’Neill’s report
said. This year, as of March 22,
the numbers continue to
climb, with 1,554 killed and
826 injured.
As a result of the escalating
gang violence, so-called “self-
defense brigades” have taken
justice into their own hands,
the report said, and “at least
528 cases of lynching were
reported in 2023 and a further
59 in 2024.”
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Wisconsin’s presidential primary
Tuesday clears the way for a gener-

al election campaign that Democrats see
as an opportunity unlike any in recent
state history.  New legislative districts
adopted last month erase Republican
advantages that gave the GOP dominance
of the Wisconsin Assembly even as
Democrats won 14 of the past 17 statewide
elections. 
Democrats think they can now compete
for a majority, but also that invigorated leg-
islative campaigns can help turn out
votes for President Joe Biden and Vice
President Kamala Harris in November. 
Ben Wikler, the state Democratic Party
chairman, describes the idea as “reverse
coattails,” a play on the traditional idea that
down-ballot candidates are carried by the
top of the ticket. 
“It drives up turnout among people who
had been unlikely to vote in a way that can

directly affect the number of votes we get
for Biden-Harris,” he said. 
“It’s why, I think, there are consequences
far beyond the state Legislature of having
the new state legislative maps drawn.”
It’s too early to test Wikler’s idea. But both
parties believe the fall rematch between
Biden and former Republican President
Donald Trump will be fought at the mar-
gins in several of the most contested states,
including Wisconsin, which flipped nar-
rowly from Trump to Biden four years ago.
The Assembly speaker, Republican Robin
Vos, whose job it is to recruit and elect
GOP candidates to maintain the party’s
majority in the Statehouse, rejected the
Democratic premise.
“Absolutely not,” said Vos, the state’s
longest-serving speaker. “Everybody who
goes to vote is going to be voting on the
presidential race because that’s where all
the oxygen is going to be.”
The Democrats argue there will be
renewed personal attention to neigh-

bourhoods in small towns, suburbs and
rural areas that had been part of GOP-
heavy legislative seats but are now in more
competitive districts. Those districts were
seen as not worth the effort before, when
Democrats’ only hope was to stave off
veto-proof GOP majorities. Now, they will
get more campaign staff and volunteers to
drive turnout.
Wisconsin is also among a half-dozen bat-
tleground states where Democrats are
defending Senate seats in hopes of protect-
ing their 51-49 majority. Sen. Tammy
Baldwin, running for a third term, is like-
ly to face millionaire businessman Eric
Hovde who faces only nominal
Republican opposition in the Aug. 13 pri-
mary. 
Baldwin agrees that she could benefit from
“reverse coattails” of legislative races.
Previous districts “were so gerryman-
dered, which meant that there were whole
swaths of Wisconsin where there weren’t
competitive races,” she said.
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Romania and Bulgaria par-
tially joined Europe’s ID-

check-free travel zone on
Sunday, marking a new step in
the two countries’ integration
with the European Union. After
years of negotiations to join the
so-called Schengen area, there
is now free access for travellers
arriving by air or sea. Land bor-
der checks will remain in place,
however, due to opposition
primarily from Austria, which
has long blocked their bid over
illegal migration concerns.

EU Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen hailed the
change as a “huge success for
both countries” and a “historic
moment” for what is the world’s
largest free travel zone.

The Schengen Area was
established in 1985. Before
Bulgaria and Romania’s admis-
sion, it was comprised of 23 of
the 27 EU member countries,
along with Switzerland,
Norway, Iceland and
Liechtenstein. Around 3.5 mil-
lion people cross an internal
border each day.

Austria vetoed Romania
and Bulgaria’s admission into
the Schengen zone at the end of
2022 but allowed Croatia full
accession. Bulgaria and
Romania joined the EU in
2007 and Croatia in 2013.

Siegfried Muresan, a
Romanian Member of the
European Parliament, told The
Associated Press that it is “an
important first step” that will
benefit millions of travellers
annually. “Bulgaria and
Romania have been fulfilling all
criteria for joining the Schengen
area for years — we are entitled
to join with the terrestrial bor-
der as well,” he said, adding that
it “will offer additional argu-
ments to the last EU member
state that has been vetoing the
full accession.”

Romanian Prime Minister
Marcel Ciolacu called it a “well-
deserved achievement” for
Romania that he said will ben-
efit citizens who can travel
more easily and will bolster the
economy. “We have a clear and
firmly assumed government
plan for full accession to the
Schengen Area by the end of

the year,” he said. The EU’s
executive branch, the European
Commission, has said for more
than a decade that Romania
and Bulgaria both meet the
technical criteria for full acces-
sion, which requires unani-
mous support from their part-
ners. Both countries have
agreed to implement random
security screening at airports
and maritime borders to com-
bat illegal migration and cross-
border crime.

While lifting border con-
trols on air and sea ports is
expected to positively impact
the tourism sector, members of
the European Parliament have
voiced concerns about long
queues at the EU’s land borders
and the impact it can have on
trade in the bloc’s single mar-
ket, as well as the health and
safety of drivers.

Truck drivers are frequent-
ly stuck in kilometers-long
queues at the borders of both
Romania and Bulgaria. The
Union of International Carriers
in Bulgaria estimates delays
cost the sector tens of millions
of euros each year. 
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Indianapolis (AP):
Seven young people
between the ages of
12 and 17 were
wounded in a shoot-
ing outside a shop-
ping mall in down-
town Indianapolis
late Saturday night,
police said.
Police officers
patrolling the area
heard shots fired near
the Circle Centre
Mall shortly after
11:30 pm,
I n d i a n a p o l i s
Metropolitan Police
Department Deputy Chief
Tanya Terry said.
The officers found “a large
group of juveniles” at the scene,
including six who had gunshot
wounds and were transported
to area hospitals, Terry said
during a news briefing at the
scene early Sunday morning.

One of the victims was
upgraded from critical to sta-
ble condition. The other vic-
tims all were listed in stable
condition, said Terry, who was
not able to immediately provide
the genders of the victims. A

seventh juvenile with a gunshot
wound arrived separately at a
hospital and was in stable con-
dition, she said. “Once again,
we have a situation in which
young people are resolving
conflict with firearms, and it
has to stop,” Terry said, later
adding, “Conflict should not
lead to somebody pulling out
a gun and trying to resolve it.
The consequences are eter-
nal.” Investigators believe there
was more than one gun used in
the shooting, Terry said.

No arrests were made and
police did not have any sus-
pects, she said. 
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Rallying from a winter-long
bout of respiratory prob-

lems, Pope Francis led some
30,000 people in Easter celebra-
tions Sunday, making a strong
appeal for a cease-fire in Gaza
and a prisoner swap between
Russia and Ukraine.
Francis presided over Easter

Sunday Mass in a flower-
decked St. Peter’s Square and
then delivered a heartfelt prayer
for peace in his annual
roundup of global crises deliv-
ered from the loggia overlook-
ing the piazza. In between, he
made several loops around the
piazza in his popemobile, greet-
ing well-wishers. “Peace is
never made with weapons, but
with outstretched hands and
open hearts,” Francis said, to
applause from the wind-swept

crowd below.
Francis appeared in good

form, despite having celebrat-
ed the 2½-hour nighttime
Easter Vigil just hours before.
The pontiff, who had part of
one lung removed as a young
man, has been battling respira-
tory problems all winter.
The Vatican said some 30,000
people attended the Mass, with
more packing the Via della
Conciliazione boulevard lead-
ing to the piazza. At the start of
the service, a gust of wind

knocked over a large religious
icon on the altar just a few feet
from the pope; ushers quickly
righted it.
Easter Mass is one of the most
important dates on the liturgi-
cal calendar, celebrating what
the faithful believe was Jesus’
resurrection after his crucifix-
ion. The Mass precedes the
pope’s “Urbi et Orbi” (to the
city and the world) blessing, in
which the pope traditionally
offers a laundry list of the
threats afflicting humanity.

This year, Francis said his
thoughts went particularly to
people in Ukraine and Gaza
and all those facing war, partic-
ularly the children who he
said had “forgotten how to
smile.” “In calling for respect
for the principles of interna-
tional law, I express my hope
for a general exchange of all
prisoners between Russia and

Ukraine: all for the sake of all!”
he said.He called for the
“prompt” release of prisoners
taken from Israel on October 7,
an immediate cease-fire in
Gaza and for humanitarian
access to reach Palestinians.
“Let us not allow the current
hostilities to continue to have
grave repercussions on the civil
population, by now at the limit
of its endurance, and above all
on the children,” he said in a
speech that also touched on the
plight of Haitians, the Rohingya
and victims of human traffick-
ing.
For the past few weeks, Francis
has generally avoided deliver-
ing long speeches to avoid the
strain on his breathing. He
ditched his Palm Sunday homi-
ly last week and decided at the
last minute to stay home from
the Good Friday procession at
the Colosseum.
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Asmiling King Charles III
attended the Easter Sunday

service at St. George’s Chapel in
Windsor, marking the British
monarch’s first major public
appearance since his cancer
diagnosis was made public last
month.The 75-year-old royal
was joined by wife Queen
Camilla, 76, as the couple
walked up waving to the gath-
ered crowds outside the chapel,
where royals have traditional-
ly attended the annual holy ser-
vice.

Prince William and his
wife Kate Middleton did not
join the tradition this year
after the Princess of Wales

revealed her own cancer diag-
nosis last week and said she was
undergoing “preventative
chemotherapy”.

The King’s public appear-
ance, which is not believed to
indicate a full-time return to all
his public-facing duties yet as

he continues to undergo outpa-
tient treatment, is seen as a
move to reassure the British
public after his daughter-in-
law’s video message sharing the
news of her cancer – with
Buckingham Palace not reveal-
ing the form of cancer in either
of the royal’s diagnoses for
their privacy.

“We pray for her and the
King in their dignified response
and we pray for all those who
are suffering the same way,” the
Archbishop of Canterbury,
Reverend Justin Welby, said in
his Easter sermon at
Canterbury Cathedral earlier
on Sunday.

British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak spoke of the char-

ities and volunteer organisa-
tions that support those in
need in his official Easter mes-
sage and described the festival
as a chance to pause and reflect.

“This weekend, as people
come together to celebrate and
reflect on the message at the
heart of the Easter festival, I
want to pay tribute to the
incredible work of Christians in
this country. To the churches,
charities, volunteers and
fundraisers who live the
Christian values of compassion,
charity and self-sacrifice, sup-
porting those in need and
demonstrating what it means to
‘love thy neighbour’,” said
Sunak in his message released
by Downing Street.
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Russian cruise missile strike
on infrastructure in

Ukraine’s western Lviv region
killed one man, while another
man died in an attack in the
northeast officials said on
Sunday.
The attack in Lviv destroyed a
building and sparked a fire,
Governor Maksym Kozytskyi
wrote on social media app
Telegram. He said that rescue
operations were being con-
ducted. In the Kharkiv region,
Governor Oleh Syniehubov
said that an air attack killed a
19-year-old man Sunday after
a projectile hit a gas station.
Meanwhile, hundreds of thou-
sands in Ukraine’s Odesa
region were left without power
Sunday after debris from a
downed Russian drone caused
a blaze at an energy facility,
Governor Oleh Kiper said.
Some 170,000 homes suffered
power outages as a result of the
attack, said Ukraine’s largest
private electricity operator,
DTEK.
The Ukrainian air force said
that it shot down nine of the 11
Shahed-type drones launched
by Russia overnight, as well as
nine out of 14 cruise missiles.
Russia has escalated its attacks
on Ukrainian energy infra-
structure in recent days, caus-
ing significant damage in sev-

eral regions.
Ukrainian energy company
Centrenergo announced
Saturday that the Zmiiv
Thermal Power Plant, one of
the largest in the northeastern
Kharkiv region, was complete-
ly destroyed following Russian
shelling last week. Power out-
age schedules were still in place
for around 120,000 people in
the region, where 700,000 had
lost electricity after the plant
was hit on March 22.
In a message on Sunday to
mark the date when some of
Ukraine’s Christians celebrate
Easter, President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy urged the country to

persevere. “There is not a day
or night right now when
Russian terror does not try to
shatter our lives. Last night, we
once again saw rockets and
Shaheds launched against our
people,” he said. “We defend
ourselves, we persevere; our
spirit does not give up and
knows that death can be avert-
ed. Life can win,” Zelenskyy
said.
Ukraine’s Catholic, Protestant,
and Greek Orthodox
Christians celebrate Easter
Sunday according to the
Gregorian calendar. The coun-
try’s religious majority,
Orthodox Christians, follow

the Julian calendar, which in
2024 places Easter on May 5.
Many of Ukraine’s Orthodox
Christians began marking
Christmas in line with the
Gregorian calendar on Dec. 25
in 2023, in a move adopted by
some of the country’s church-
es to distance themselves from
Russia. However, the dates for
Easter and other religious hol-
idays have so far remained
unchanged.
In Russia, meanwhile, 10
Czech-made Vampire rockets
landed in the border region of
Belgorod on Sunday, the
Ministry of Defense said. One
woman was injured when a fire
broke out following the attack,
said regional Governor
Vyacheslav Gladkov.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin has signed orders herald-
ing the start of the country’s
annual spring recruitment sea-
son, officially drafting 150,000
conscripts.
Russia’s parliament raised the
upper age limit for conscripts
from 27 to 30 in July 2023 in a
move that appeared to be part
of efforts to expand the coun-
try’s military during the fight-
ing in Ukraine. All Russian
men are obliged to complete
the yearlong national service,
although many avoid the draft
by using deferments granted to
students, people with chronic
illnesses and others. 
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Beirut (AP): A car bomb
exploded in a busy market in
a northern Syrian town con-
trolled by Turkey-based Syrian
opposition fighters early
Sunday, killing at least three
people, rescue workers and a
war monitor said.
The bomb exploded in the
town of Aziz in Aleppo
province. Volunteers with the
Syrian Civil Defence, known as
the White Helmets, said the
blast, just after midnight, killed
two children and a woman.
The explosion that tore
through the busy market also
wounded five civilians and
destroyed shops and homes in
the area, the paramedic group
said. First responders struggled
to break through the large
panicking crowds in the mar-
ket, searching for casualties,
clearing the wreckage, and
putting out fires.
No group has immediately
claimed responsibility for the
attack. Meanwhile, Britain-
based opposition war monitor
the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said at least
eight people were killed and 23
wounded.
Turkey has launched three
major cross-border operations
in Syria since 2016 and controls
some Syrian territory in the
north.
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Turkiye is holding local elec-
tions Sunday that will decide

who gets to control Istanbul and
other key cities. The vote is also
a barometer of Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s popular-
ity as he seeks to win back con-
trol of key urban areas he lost to
the opposition five years ago.
The main battlegrounds are the
country’s economic hub of
Istanbul and the capital of
Ankara, both of which Erdogan
lost in 2019, shattering his aura
of invincibility. 
The 70-year-old Turkish presi-
dent has set his sights on wrest-
ing back Istanbul, a city of 16
million people, where he was
born and raised, and where he
began his political career as
mayor in 1994.
A strong showing for Erdogan’s
ruling Islamic-oriented Justice
and Development Party, or AKP,
would likely harden his resolve
to usher in a new constitution —
one that would reflect his con-
servative values and allow him
to rule beyond 2028, when his
current term ends, analysts say.
For the opposition — divided
and demoralized after a defeat in
last year’s presidential and par-
liamentary elections — keeping
Istanbul and Ankara would be
a major boost and help remo-
bilise supporters.
Some 61 million people, includ-
ing more than a million first-
time voters, are eligible to cast
ballots for all metropolitan
municipalities, town and district
mayorships as well as neighbor-
hood administrations. 
Turnout is traditionally high in
Turkiye, but this time the vote
comes against the backdrop of
a cost-of-living crisis. Observers
say disillusioned opposition sup-
porters could opt to stay home,
doubting its ability to change
things. Governing party sup-
porters, meanwhile, could also
chose not to go to the polls in
protest of the economic down-

turn that has left many strug-
gling to pay for food, utilities and
rent.
Some 594,000 security person-
nel will be on duty across the
country to ensure the vote goes
smoothly, Interior Minister Ali
Yerlikaya said.
Polls have pointed to a close race
between Istanbul’s incumbent
mayor, Ekrem Imamoglu, of
the main opposition, pro-secu-
lar Republican People’s Party, or
CHP, and the AKP’s candidate
Murat Kurum, a former urban-
ization and environment minis-
ter.
However, this time, Imamoglu
— a popular figure touted as a
possible future challenger to
Erdogan — is running without
the support of some of the par-
ties that helped him to victory
in 2019. 
Both the pro-Kurdish Peoples’
Equality and Democracy Party
and the nationalist IYI Party are
fielding their own candidates in
the race, which could siphon
away votes from Imamoglu.
A six-party opposition alliance
led by CHP disintegrated after
it failed to oust Erdogan in last
year’s election, unable to capital-
ize on the economic crisis and
the government’s initially poor
response to last year’s devastat-
ing earthquake that killed more
than 53,000 people.

Hamish Kinnear, a senior
Middle East and North Africa
analyst at risk intelligence com-
pany Verisk Maplecroft, said that
if Imamoglu hangs on in
Istanbul, “he will be well placed
to unify the fractious opposition
and launch a bid for the presi-
dency in 2028.” 
However, losing Istanbul would
deal a significant blow to both
Imamoglu and the opposition,
Kinnear said.
Meanwhile, a new religious-
conservative party, the New
Welfare Party, or YRP, is appeal-
ing to voters who have been dis-
illusioned with Erdogan’s han-
dling of the economy and is
expected to draw some votes
away from his candidates.
In Ankara, incumbent Mayor
Mansur Yavas — also seen as a
potential future challenger to
Erdogan — is expected to retain
his post, according to opinion
polls. 
His challenger — Turgut
Altinok, the AKP candidate and
mayor of Ankara’s Kecioren dis-
trict — has failed to drum up
excitement among supporters.
In Turkiye’s mainly Kurdish-
populated southeast, the DEM
Party is expected to win many
of the municipalities but it’s
unclear whether it would be
allowed to retain them. In pre-
vious years, 

���� ���1���G6	�0�0��H

Delicately and with intense
concentration, Zanyiwe

Ncube poured her small share
of precious golden cooking oil
into a plastic bottle at a food aid
distribution site deep in rural
Zimbabwe.
“I don’t want to lose a single
drop,” she said. Her relief at the
handout — paid for by the
United States government as
her southern African country
deals with a severe drought —
was tempered when aid work-
ers gently broke the news that
this would be their last visit.
Ncube and her 7-month-old
son she carried on her back
were among 2,000 people who
received rations of cooking oil,
sorghum, peas and other sup-
plies in the Mangwe district in
southwestern Zimbabwe. The
food distribution is part of a
program funded by American

aid agency USAID and rolled
out by the United Nations’
World Food Programme.
They’re aiming to help some of
the 2.7 million people in rural
Zimbabwe threatened with
hunger because of the drought
that has enveloped large parts
of southern Africa since late
2023. It has scorched the crops
that tens of millions of people
grow themselves and rely on to
survive, helped by what should
be the rainy season. They can
rely on their crops and the
weather less and less. The
drought in Zimbabwe, neigh-
boring Zambia and Malawi
has reached crisis levels.
Zambia and Malawi have
declared national disasters.
Zimbabwe could be on the
brink of doing the same. The
drought has reached Botswana
and Angola to the west, and
Mozambique and Madagascar
to the east.

A year ago, much of this region
was drenched by deadly trop-
ical storms and floods. It is in
the midst of a vicious weather
cycle: too much rain, then not
enough. It’s a story of the cli-
mate extremes that scientists
say are becoming more fre-
quent and more damaging,
especially for the world’s most
vulnerable people.
In Mangwe, the young and the
old lined up for food, some
with donkey carts to carry
home whatever they might get,
others with wheelbarrows.
Those waiting their turn sat on
the dusty ground. Nearby, a
goat tried its luck with a nib-
ble on a thorny, scraggly bush.
Ncube, 39, would normally be
harvesting her crops now —
food for her, her two children
and a niece she also looks
after. Maybe there would even
be a little extra to sell.
The driest February in

Zimbabwe in her lifetime,
according to the World Food
Programme’s seasonal monitor,
put an end to that.
“We have nothing in the fields,
not a single grain,” she said.
“Everything has been burnt (by
the drought).”
The United Nations Children’s
Fund says there are “overlap-

ping crises” of extreme weath-
er in eastern and southern
Africa, with both regions lurch-
ing between storms and floods
and heat and drought in the
past year.
In southern Africa, an estimat-
ed 9 million people, half of
them children, need help in
Malawi. More than 6 million in

Zambia, 3 million of them
children, are impacted by the
drought, UNICEF said. That’s
nearly half of Malawi’s popula-
tion and 30% of Zambia’s.
“Distressingly, extreme weath-
er is expected to be the norm
in eastern and southern Africa
in the years to come,” said Eva
Kadilli, UNICEF’s regional
director.
While human-made climate
change has spurred more errat-
ic weather globally, there is
something else parching south-
ern Africa this year.
El Niño, the naturally occur-
ring climatic phenomenon that
warms parts of the Pacific
Ocean every two to seven
years, has varied effects on the
world’s weather. In southern
Africa, it means below-average
rainfall, sometimes drought,
and is being blamed for the
current situation. The impact is
more severe for those in

Mangwe, where it’s notorious-
ly arid. People grow the cereal
grain sorghum and pearl mil-
let, crops that are drought
resistant and offer a chance at
harvests, but even they failed to
withstand the conditions this
year. Francesca Erdelmann, the
World Food Programme’s
country director for Zimbabwe,
said last year’s harvest was
bad, but this season is even
worse. “This is not a normal
circumstance,” she said.
The first few months of the year
are traditionally the “lean
months” when households run
short as they wait for the new
harvest. However, there is lit-
tle hope for replenishment this
year.
Joseph Nleya, a 77-year-old tra-
ditional leader in Mangwe,
said he doesn’t remember it
being this hot, this dry, this des-
perate. “Dams have no water,
riverbeds are dry and boreholes

are few. We were relying on
wild fruits, but they have also
dried up,” he said.
People are illegally crossing
into Botswana to search for
food and “hunger is turning
otherwise hard-working people
into criminals,” he added.
Multiple aid agencies warned
last year of the impending dis-
aster. Since then, Zambian
President Hakainde Hichilema
has said that 1 million of the 2.2
million hectares of his country’s
staple corn crop have been
destroyed. Malawian President
Lazarus Chakwera has
appealed for $200 million in
humanitarian assistance.
The 2.7 million struggling in
rural Zimbabwe is not even the
full picture. A nationwide crop
assessment is underway and
authorities are dreading the
results, with the number need-
ing help likely to skyrocket, said
the WFP’s Erdelmann.

Peshawa (PTI): At least seven
people, including five chil-
dren, were killed as their hous-
es collapsed due to torrential
rains and hailstorms in north-
western Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province over
the past 24 hours, authorities
said. Heavy rain and hail-
storms battered large parts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for the
second consecutive day on
Saturday.
Five people, including three
children, were buried in the
rubble after their house col-
lapsed due to rain in Bajaur
tribal district. In Shangla dis-
trict, two children died when
the roof of their room col-
lapsed in the torrential rains,
the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) said. The rains also
wreaked havoc on the crops in
the Khyber tribal district,
Peshawar, Nowshera, and
Charsadda districts. The dis-
trict administration started
immediate relief measures in
the rain-hit areas to provide
succour to the affected fami-
lies. Earlier this month, at
least 37 people were killed in
rain-related incidents across
Pakistan, authorities said.
The rains swept across
Pakistan and led to the collapse
of houses and triggered land-
slides that blocked roads, par-
ticularly in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) province,
they said. Pakistan witnessed a
delay in winter rains, which
started in February instead of
November. Monsoons as well
as winter rains cause damage
in Pakistan every year.
In 2022, unprecedented rain-
fall and flooding devastated
many parts of Pakistan, killing
more than 1,800 people, affect-
ing around 33 million and
displacing nearly eight million
people. The disaster also
caused billions of dollars in
damage. 
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The recent deadly attack on
Chinese workers in

Pakistan has shaken their con-
fidence and some of them are
planning to leave the country
over security reasons, accord-
ing to a security analyst.

Muhammad Amir Rana
in an article published in Dawn
newspaper on Sunday wrote
that the terrorist attack on the
Chinese engineers’ vehicle on
Tuesday, which killed five
Chinese, is having conse-
quences and Chinese compa-
nies have suspended work on
at least three critical hydropow-
er projects: the Dasu dam, the
Diamer-Basha dam, and the
Tarbela 5th Extension.

“The attack has caused sig-
nificant alarm. Apart from dis-
rupting these vital infrastruc-
ture projects, it has shaken the
confidence of Chinese nation-
als working in Pakistan.
Reports indicate some are con-

sidering leaving the country
due to safety concerns,” he
wrote.

Thousands of Chinese per-
sonnel are working in Pakistan
on several projects being car-
ried out under the aegis of the
USD 60 billion China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor. 

Rana said that the Pakistani
government has repeatedly
pledged to bring the perpetra-
tors to justice. However, the
recent incident has eroded
trust and Chinese social media
reflects growing anxiety, with
calls for stricter security mea-
sures to protect Chinese lives.

Whenever a major terror-
ist incident occurs in the coun-
try, the media, security experts,
and even state institutions start
to make sweeping generalisa-
tions and the first and most
well-known excuse cited is for-
eign involvement in the attacks,
especially those targeting
Chinese nationals or CPEC-
related projects.

Three names of terrorist
groups spring to mind:
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), Balochistan Liberation
Army, and the Islamic State-
Khorasan and the same is the
case for the recent Shangla
attack as the names of all three
groups popped up immediate-
ly after the attack.

The TTP has been project-
ed as the prime suspect, as one
of its commanders was
declared the mastermind
behind a similar attack on the
Chinese in Kohistan in 2021,
and the names of a few TTP
commanders who may have
orchestrated the attack are cir-
culating in the media.

Rana said Pakistan’s mili-
tant landscape may not be too
complex but is diverse, where
ideologies, sociopolitical fac-
tors, and group dynamics all
work within local contexts. In
any counterterrorism inquiry,
local context and dynamics
are more important than

broader ideological and polit-
ical motivations. He said quick-
ly jumping to conclusions dis-
tracts investigation and impacts
the state’s ability to tackle the
security situation comprehen-
sively. Rana opined that the
state’s history of compromise
with militant groups has
emboldened them.

Shangla, upper and lower
Kohistan, and Battagram dis-
tricts of the Hazara region in
KP and the adjoining Diamer
district in Gilgit-Baltistan share
religious, social, tribal, ethnic,
and cultural codes. The region
has been frequently in the
news due to ‘honour’ killings,
burning of girls’ schools, and
the killing of Shia travellers.
Recently, it has gained notori-
ety for attacks on Chinese
workers involved in develop-
ment projects in the area.

The locals support reli-
gious organisations, giving
them financial and human
resources, and weapons. 

Tokyo (AP): Japan said on
Sunday its experts have held
talks with their Chinese coun-
terparts to try to assuage
Beijing’s concerns over the dis-
charge of treated radioactive
wastewater from the wrecked
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant into the sea.
The discharges have been
opposed by fishing groups and
neighbouring countries espe-
cially China, which banned all
imports of Japanese seafood.
China’s move has largely affect-
ed Japanese scallop growers
and exporters to China.
During the talks held Saturday
in the northeastern Chinese
city of Dalian, Japanese officials
provided “science-based”
explanation of how the dis-
charges have been safely carried
out as planned, according to

the Japanese Foreign Ministry.
A 2011 earthquake and tsuna-
mi damaged the Fukushima
plant’s power supply and reac-
tor cooling functions, trigger-
ing meltdowns of three reactors
and causing large amounts of
radioactive wastewater to accu-
mulate. After more than a
decade of storage in tanks tak-
ing up much space on the
complex, the plant began dis-
charging the water after treat-
ing it at least once and diluting
it with seawater on August 24,
starting a process that’s expect-
ed to take decades. Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
and Chinese President Xi
Jinping at their summit meeting
in November agreed to hold sci-
entific talks by experts, and the
countries have since held a
number of informal meetings.

Colombo (PTI): Sri Lankan
President Ranil Wickremesinghe
said that the government has
allowed a free and fair investiga-
tion for the independent execu-
tion of justice in the 2019 Easter
Sunday bombings, as Christians
across the country held the
Easter Sunday services in a calm
atmosphere but under tight
security.  The churches across Sri
Lanka were placed under a secu-
rity blanket on Sunday, police
said. Police spokesman Nihal
Thalduwa said 6,522 police offi-
cers, over 300 police special task
force officers and 2,746 military
personnel have been deployed to
provide security at 1,873 
churches. 
In 2019, over 270 people, includ-
ing 11 Indians, were killed when
suicide bombers belonging to the

local Islamist extremist group
National Thawheed Jamaat
(NTJ) linked to ISIS carried out
a series of blasts that tore through
three churches and as many
luxury hotels in Sri Lanka on the
Easter Sunday. 
Although thousands of suspects
have been held since then no one
has been tried in court to date.
The catholic church in the
Buddhist-majority country
remains unhappy over the inves-
tigations which they have brand-
ed as a political cover-up to pro-
tect the powerful who could have
masterminded the attack.
President Wickremesinghe, the
then-prime minister, in his
Easter Sunday message, stressed
that the government had allowed
free and fair investigation for the
independent execution of justice. 
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Paris (AP): French Defence
Minister Sébastien Lecornu
said France is to deliver “hun-
dreds” of armoured vehicles by
the beginning of next year to
Ukraine as part of a new pack-
age of military aid for the
country that just entered its
third year since the Russian
invasion.
In an interview with the French
newspaper La Tribune’s Sunday
edition, Lecornu said that “to
hold such an extensive front
line, the Ukrainian army needs,
for example, our armoured
personnel carriers. It’s absolute-
ly key for troop mobility”.
The French military is current-
ly replacing its old VAB
armoured personnel carriers
that started being used in 1979
by a new generation of
armoured vehicles. “This old
equipment, still operational, is
going directly to Ukraine in
large quantities. We’re talking
about hundreds (of vehicles) in
2024 and early 2025,” Lecornu
said. Lecornu also said France
will provide Ukraine with more
anti-aircraft missiles.
The move comes as France’s
government is pushing its mil-
itary industry to boost its pro-
duction to meet Kyiv’s urgent
needs for ammunition.
Lecornu on Tuesday said
France will soon be able to
deliver 78 Caesar howitzers to
Ukraine and will increase its
supply of shells.
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Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has banned

the use of red carpets at govern-
ment events, reserving them
exclusively for diplomatic
receptions, as part of austerity
measures to cut down unnec-
essary expenditures in the cash-
strapped nation.
Sharif expressed annoyance
over the use of red carpets dur-
ing the visits of federal minis-
ters and senior authorities at
government functions.
According to the Cabinet
Division, a ban has been
imposed on the use of red car-
pet on the prime minister’s
directives.
According to a notification
issued by the Cabinet division,
the prime minister has
instructed that the red carpet
will not be used for federal
ministers and government fig-
ures at official events in the
future. However, it could be
used as a protocol only for for-
eign diplomats, The Express
Tribune newspaper reported.
The decision to ban red carpets
is more than just a symbolic
gesture. It represents a tangible
effort to curb unnecessary
expenditures and redirect

resources to more critical areas
of governance. By eliminating
the use of red carpets, the gov-
ernment aims to save funds and
promote a more responsible
and prudent approach to pub-
lic finances.
Last week, Prime Minister
Sharif and members of the
Cabinet decided to voluntari-
ly forego their salaries and
perks as part of the govern-
ment’s efforts to promote aus-
terity. Last month, the prime
minister stated that austerity
measures were the govern-
ment’s top priority.
Earlier, President of Pakistan
Asif Ali Zardari decided against
taking salary and perks, owing
to economic challenges being
faced by the country. Sharif ear-
lier this month took oath as the
prime minister for a second
time since 2022 amidst stagger-
ing economic and security
challenges.
Sharif on Tuesday said his gov-
ernment is planning to
approach the   International
Monetary Fund for “another
programme”, days after the
country struck a staff-level
agreement with the global
lender regarding the disbursal
of the final tranche of USD 1.1
billion.
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The RBI may again keep the
key interest rate unchanged
in April as it is likely to

focus more on bringing down
inflation to the 4 per cent target
after concerns over economic
growth abated with GDP growth
estimated at nearly 8 per cent,
said experts.
Also, the Reserve Bank’s rate-
setting panel - Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) - may take
cues from the central banks of
some major economies like the
US and UK, which are apparently
in wait-and-watch mode on
interest rate cuts.
Switzerland has become the first
major economy to cut interest
rates, while Japan, the world’s
third-largest economy, ended its
eight-year period of negative
interest rates regime.
The meeting of the Reserve Bank

Governor Shaktikanta Das
headed MPC is scheduled for
April 3-5. The decision will be
announced on April 5 (Friday). It
will be the first bi-monthly
monetary policy of fiscal 2024-
25. A total of six MPC meetings
are scheduled for the fiscal
beginning April 1, 2024.
The Reserve Bank last hiked the
repo rate to 6.5 per cent in
February 2023 and since then it
has held the rate at the same level
in its last six bi-monthly policies.
“Given that inflation is still in the
5 per cent range and there is a
possibility of future shocks on the
food inflation front, the MPC is
expected to maintain the status
quo on rate and stance this time,”
said Madan Sabnavis, Chief
Economist, Bank of Baroda.
He further said there can be a
revision in the GDP forecast,
which will be eagerly awaited.
“The growth in FY24 has been

much better than expected, and
hence, the central bank will have
less concerns here and will
continue focusing on targeting
inflation,” Sabnavis added.
India posted 8.4 per cent
economic growth in the

December quarter of the fiscal
2023-24. The National Statistical
Office (NSO) has revised GDP
estimates for the first and second
quarters of this fiscal to 8.2 and
8.1 per cent from 7.8 per cent and
7.6 per cent, respectively.

Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist,
Icra, said the upward revision in
the NSO’s GDP growth estimates
for the first and second quarters
of fiscal 2023-24, three successive
quarters of 8 per cent plus GDP
expansion and the CPI print of
5.1 per cent for February 2024,
suggest status quo on rates and
stance in the upcoming April
meeting.
“Icra believes that the policy
stance is unlikely to be changed
before the August 2024 MPC
review until there is visibility on
the monsoon turnout as well as
on the sustenance of the growth
momentum and the US Fed’s rate
decisions,” she said.
Consequently, the earliest rate
cut is only likely in the October
2024 meeting unless growth
posits a negative surprise in the
intervening quarters, amid a
shallow rate cut cycle limited to
50 bps at best, Nayar added.

On expectations from the MPC,
Ranen Banerjee, Partner and
Leader Economic Advisory, PwC
India, opined that the overall
strong GDP growth in the third
quarter, moderating core
inflation going below 3.5 per
cent, global increase in crude
prices, increased logistics costs
and the escalating situation in
geopolitical conflicts would be
the key issues for deliberation.
“While some of the central banks
in emerging economies have
started to cut policy rates, the
central banks of major
economies are still unsure. The
yield differential between India
and the US has narrowed putting
pressure on fund flows,” he said.
Banerjee added that the rupee is
cushioned owing to the bond
index-related flows anticipated
from the second quarter and is
providing comfort despite the
narrowing of the yields.
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The new �500 crore scheme to
promote electric mobility in India

will come into force from Monday and
continue till the end of July. 
Meanwhile, the second phase of FAME,
or Faster Adoption and Manufacturing
of Electric Vehicles in India (FAME-II)
programme, ends on March 31, 2024. 
Subsidies under the FAME scheme will
be eligible for e-vehicles sold till March
31, or till the time funds are available. 
The Rs 500 crore Electric Mobility
Promotion Scheme 2024 (EMPS 2024)
scheme is being introduced by the
Ministry of Heavy Industries to further
accelerate the adoption of electric
vehicles (EVs) in the country. 
Under EMPS 2024, a support of up to
Rs 10,000 per two-wheeler will be
provided. The aim is to provide support
for about 3.33 lakh two-wheelers. 
A support of up to Rs 25,000 will be
given for the purchase of small three-
wheelers (e-rickshaw and e-carts).
More than 41,000 such vehicles will be
provided incentives under the scheme.
The financial support will be up to Rs
50,000 in case of a large three-wheeler.
The EMPS 2024 is a fund-limited
scheme with a total outlay of Rs 500
crore for four months -- from April 1,
2024 till July 31, 2024 -- for faster
adoption of electric two-wheeler (e-
2W) and three-wheeler (e-3W) to
provide further impetus to the green
mobility and development of EV
manufacturing ecosystem in the
country announced by the Heavy
I n d u s t r i e s
Ministry on March 13.
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The government has set up
a task force to explore the

use of biochar in steel
production as part of its
efforts to reduce carbon
emissions in the steel
industry.
According to official data, the
domestic steel sector accounts
for 12 per cent of India’s
greenhouse gas emissions with
an emission intensity of 2.55
tonnes CO2 per tonne of crude
steel compared to the global
average of 1.9 tonnes CO2.
In March 2023, Union Steel
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
approved the formation of 13
task forces to identify action
points for each aspect of
green steel production and
the adoption of sustainable
manufacturing processes.
The 13 task forces were
formed with a focus on
various aspects of green steel
production, including raw
materials, technology, and
policy frameworks, the

minister said earlier.
The 14th task force has been
constituted to further aid the
carbon reduction practises in
the domestic steel industry by
the usage of biochar,
according to a steel ministry
document.
“Since biochar has also been
identified as an important
lever for the reduction of
carbon emissions in the steel
industry, the 14th Task Force
on ‘Use of Biochar and Other
Relevant Products in Steel
Making’ was constituted on
December 5, 2023,” the
ministry said.
Biochar is black carbon
produced from biomass
sources like agricultural waste
products, among others.
“Biochar manufacturing,
using stainless steel chambers,
is the future, offering non-
corrosive (and) non-toxic
sturdy material. Besides
agriculture use, it can be input
in an electric arc furnace,”
former steel secretary Aruna
Sharma said.
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Panasonic Group will
form a joint venture

with Indian Oil
Corporation Ltd (IOCL),
the nation’s biggest oil
firm, to manufacture
cylindrical lithium-ion
batteries.
Panasonic Energy Co Ltd,
a group firm of Japan-
based multinational
electronics company, has
signed a binding term
sheet and initiated
discussions with IOCL “to
draw a framework for the
formation of a joint
venture” to manufacture
cylindrical lithium-ion
batteries, said a statement
on Sunday.
“This initiative is driven
by the anticipated
expansion of demand for
batteries for two- and
three-wheel vehicles and
energy storage systems in
the Indian market,” it
added.
Cylindrical lithium-ion
batteries are commonly
used in consumer
electronics, power tools,
and electric vehicles.
Panasonic Energy is a
maker of automotive
lithium-ion batteries.
The two companies are
engaging in a feasibility
study regarding the
utilisation of battery
technology to facilitate the
transition to clean energy
in India, the statement
said. 
The companies are aiming
for “finalising details of
their collaboration by the
summer of this year”, it
added. 
State-owned IOCL is

aiming to achieve net-zero
carbon emissions by 2046,
aligning with the Indian
government’s plan to
achieve net-zero for the
country as a whole by 2070. 
“Through its partnership
with IndianOil, Panasonic
Energy aims to address
environmental challenges,
such as reducing CO2
emissions, as well as to
contribute to establishing
a complete supply chain
ecosystem for improving
India’s self-reliance and
fortifying India’s position
in the global energy
landscape,” it said.
This will also lead to the
growth of India’s battery
industry by enhancing cell
technology and creating
domestic demand for raw
materials and new
entrants. 
“Leveraging its expertise
in battery development
and manufacturing,
Panasonic Energy strives
to contribute to the
growth of the lithium-ion
battery industry and
India’s energy transition,
while pursuing its mission
of helping to build a
sustainable society,” it said. 
Established in April 2022,
Panasonic Energy
provides battery
t e c h n o l o g y - b a s e d
products and solutions
globally. 
Through its automotive
lithium-ion batteries,
storage battery systems
and dry batteries, the
company provides
solutions to a broad range
of business areas, from
mobility and social
infrastructure to medical
and consumer products.
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Infosys expects a refund of Rs
6,329 crore from the Income Tax

Department, the country’s second
largest IT services company said. 
It also informed the stock
exchanges about tax demand to the
tune of Rs 2,763 crore, citing
various assessment orders.
Infosys Ltd said it has received
orders from the Income Tax
Department for assessment years
07-08 to 15-16, 17-18, and 18-19
during the quarter.
“As per the orders, the company
expects a refund of Rs 6,329 crore
(including interest). The company
is in the process of evaluating the
implications of these orders on the
financial statements for the quarter
and year ending March 31, 2024,”
Infosys said in a BSE filing.

Infosys, which competes with TCS
and Wipro and others in the
market for IT services contracts, is
scheduled to declare its financial
results for the fourth quarter of the
current fiscal year as well as the full
FY24 on April 18.

The Bengaluru-headquartered IT
company also said it has received
an order for assessment year 22-23
with a tax demand of Rs 2,763
crore, including interest, and for
assessment year 11-12 with a tax
demand of Rs 4 crore, interest
included. Infosys has received
assessment orders for subsidiaries
as well, totalling Rs 277 crore. 
These include assessment orders
for assessment years 21-22 and 18-
19, respectively, with total tax
demand of Rs 145 crore; order for
assessment year 22-23 with a tax
demand of Rs 127 crore; and for
assessment year 22-23 entailing tax
demand of Rs 5 crore -- all of them
inclusive of interest.
“The company is in the process of
evaluating the implications of these
orders on the financial statements
for the quarter and year ending

March 31, 2024 and also evaluating
filing appeals against these orders,”
Infosys said.
Further, a subsidiary of the
company has received refund
orders under Section 254 for
assessment years 07-08 and 08-09
and under Section 154 for
assessment year 16-17, it said,
adding that the refund amount as
per these orders is Rs 14 crore.
“The company is in the process of
evaluating the implications of these
orders on the financial statements
for the quarter and year ending
March 31, 2024. As on March 29,
2024, the above orders
cumulatively exceed the materiality
criteria as prescribed under
Regulation 30 of the Listing
Regulations (as amended), and
accordingly this disclosure is
submitted,” Infosys said.
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Indian exporters have urged
the government to exempt

them from the 45-day payment
rule for goods bought from
micro and small enterprises
(MSEs) as it will impact their
businesses. 
In a letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, chiefs of
major export promotion
councils and federation of
Indian export organisations
have appealed to waive the
export companies from section
43B(h) of the Income Tax law. 
The new rule, Section 43B(h)
of the Income Tax Act,
introduced in the Finance Act
2023, is designed to make sure
small businesses get paid on
time. It allows companies to
get tax breaks if they pay their
small business suppliers within
the time limits set by the
MSMED (Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises
Development) Act, 2006. 
Especially, companies must
pay within 45 days if there is an
agreement, and within 15 days
in the absence of such a pact. If
they do not meet these
deadlines, they can not deduct
these expenses for tax
purposes. 
“Our humble request is to
consider the export
community separately for
domestic supplies as our
challenges and situations are

very different. Exporters who
receive supplies from micro
and small units have been
affected as it has impacted
their liquidity,” according to
the letter dated February 16.
It said that for exports,
payment is received with an
average time lag of 120 days,
although the RBI allows a
nine-month period to realise
export proceeds as sometimes
it takes even longer.
“The average lead time for an
export consignment is about
90 days compared to a
maximum of 14 days for
domestic consignments within
India. Buyers generally pay
after receiving the goods,
which, with an additional 30
days, makes it 120 days for
exports,” the exporting
community argued.
Exporters generally maintain

larger inventories due to
economic and demand factors
in the destination market. This
has increased further due to
the current geopolitical
uncertainties, according to the
letter.
“In view of this, we humbly
request that in order to provide
a level playing field to our
exporters compared to
exporters from other
countries, this provision
should not apply to exports.
Therefore, the supply of goods
from the micro and small units
to exporting units, either for
manufacturing of export
products or for the further
exports, should be exempted
from this...,” it added.
If the government would not
exempt them, the 45 days
should be increased to 120
days, it noted.

Exporters said the exporting
community supports the
move, but the government
should consider giving
exemptions at least for a few
years.
Sharing similar views, the
economic think tank Global
Trade Research Initiative
(GTRI) said that Section
43B(h) is an effort on the part
of the government to support
MSE’s financial stability and
operational success, but the
rule is likely to increase
compliance efforts and
financial strain for companies.
GTRI founder Ajay Srivastava
suggested exempting exporters
from the provision altogether.
He said the RBI allows nine
months for realising money
from foreign buyers. China
allows long credit lines to its
buyers. The current provision
will immediately start hurting
India’s exports from small
firms and weaken India’s
export story and targets.
“GTRI requests a
reconsideration of Section
43B(h), advocating for
exemptions for exporters, a
non-retrospective application
from April 1, 2024, and an
inclusive approach that
encompasses medium
enterprises. Let’s ensure our tax
policies promote growth,
sustainability, and the global
competitiveness of all Indian
enterprises,” Srivastava said.
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RBI may hold rate yet again to focus on inflation, say experts
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GHAZIABAD:  Yashoda Super
Specialty Hospital Kaushambi, a
leader in healthcare excellence in
Delhi NCR, celebrated its 18th
anniversary on March 30. On this
occasion, Dr PN Arora, CMD of
Yashoda Super Specialty Hospital
Kaushambi said that March 30 is
a memorable day for us because
18 years ago on the 30th March
2006, Yashoda Super Specialty
Hospital Kaushambi was
inaugurated by the lotus hand of
LK Advani and today after 18
years on 30 March 2024, when
our hospital is celebrating its
18th anniversary, it has also been
announced on this day that on 31
March 2024  former deputy
prime minister will be honoured
with the country’s highest
honour ‘Bharat Ratna’. Dr Arora
met Advani and heartily
congratulated him. 
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GST field officers will now
have to seek the approval of

their zonal principal chief
commissioners to initiate an
investigation against any big
industrial houses or major MNCs
and levy duty on goods/services
for the first time.
The Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) has
issued guidelines for Central GST
(CGST) officers.
According to the guidelines,
when a taxpayer is
simultaneously being investigated
by the state GST and DGGI
officers on different subject
matters, the principal
commissioner will “consider the
feasibility” of only one of the
offices pursuing all the cases with
respect to the taxpayer. 
The guidelines have also set a
deadline for tax officers to
conclude an investigation within
one year of their initiation. 
CBIC further said that in

initiating an investigation with
respect to a listed company or
PSU or seeking details from them,
the CGST officers should issue
“official letters instead of
summons” to the designated
officer of the entity, detailing the
reasons for investigation and
seeking submission of documents
within a “reasonable time period”.
“In such a letter issued for seeking
information/documents from the
regular taxpayer, the reference
can be to inquiry “with respect to”
or “in connection with” that
entity. Further, the
letter/summons should disclose
the specific nature of the inquiry
being initiated/undertaken. The
vague (or general) expressions
such as that the officer is making
inquiry in connection with “GST
enquiry” or “evasion of GST” or
“GST evasion” etc. Must not be
mentioned,” CBIC said. 
It further said tax officers should
not seek that information from
the taxpayer, which is already
available online on the GST

portal.
“Addressing letter/summons with
context or content akin to a
fishing inquiry is not acceptable,”
CBIC noted. 
The guidelines also said that each
investigation must be initiated
only after the approval of the
principal commissioner, except in
the specified four categories
where the prior written approval
of the zonal Principal Chief
Commissioner shall be required if

the investigation is to be initiated
and action to be taken in a case. 
These four cases include matters
of interpretation seeking to levy
tax/duty on any
sector/commodity/service for the
first time; big industrial houses
and major multinational
corporations; sensitive matters or
matters with national
implications; or matters which are
already before the GST Council. 
In all these four categories of

cases, the concerned CGST field
formation should also collect
details regarding the prevalent
trade practices and nature of
transactions carried out by the
stakeholders. 
“The implications/impact of such
matter should be studied so as to
have adequate justification for
initiating investigation and taking
action,” the guidelines said. 
It also said that in a situation
where it comes to the
Commissionerate’s notice that
either the DGGI or the state GST
department is also
simultaneously undertaking
record-based investigation of the
same taxpayer on different
subject matters, the Principal
Commissioner must engage in
dialogue with the other
investigating offices to consider
the feasibility of only one of the
offices pursuing all these subject
matters with respect to the
taxpayer, and the other offices
consolidating their material with
that office. 

“If this outcome is not feasible,
the reasons therefore should be
confirmed on file by the Principal
Commissioner,” the guidelines
added. 
An investigation initiated must
reach the earliest conclusion,
which is not more than one year.
It is not necessary to keep an
investigation pending till
limitation in law approaches, it
said. 
Show cause notice should not be
delayed after the conclusion of the
investigation. The closure report
consequent to the appropriate
payment of government dues by
the person concerned should also
not be delayed and should have a
brief self-explanatory narration of
the issue and the period involved,
as per the guidelines. 
“Conclusion of investigation may
also take the form of recording
that investigation is not being
pursued further as nothing
objectionable was found in terms
of the matter investigated,” it
added.
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In the heart of India's battle
against breast cancer lies a
silent adversary: societal

taboos and stigma.  Take the
case of 75-year-old Phool
Wati, a native of Meerut in
Uttar Pradesh.
Despite feeling a lump in her
breast for ten years, she chose
to suffer in silence, fearing
judgment and ostracization.
She couldn't share her health
problems with her family or
her husband because of
hesitancy and the stigma
surrounding breasts, which
in our society is associated
only with reproductive
organs or sex.
Now she's in her third stage
of cancer. Ditto with Sonali
Sharma and Rajni, both in
their sixties.
They noticed changes in
their breasts but felt too
embarrassed to discuss them
with their families that they
suffered in silence, hoping
the cancer would go away,
only to discover their disease
had progressed significantly
when they finally sought
medical help.
These examples highlight the
devastating impact of
societal taboos and stigma
surrounding breast health,
which can prevent
individuals from seeking
timely medical attention and
ultimately worsen their
prognosis, cautioned Dr.
Sachin Ambekar, Director -
Minimal Access Surgery &

Medical Director at MASSH
Hospital. He revealed that in
the last six months, they have
received at least ten such
cases where aged women
came to them complaining
about the disease.
By the time they are put on
treatment, it is too late as
cancer cells spread
throughout the breast and
other parts of the body. Dr.
Ambekar further emphasized
the importance of early
detection, routine
screenings, and nurturing
supportive environments.
Digital X-rays and
mammograms are imperative
for women aged 40 and
above.
“In the case of a strong family
history of cancer, early
screening with ultrasounds,
mammograms, and in some
instances, MRI scans, are
recommended to detect early
lesions,” added Dr. Ambekar.
Dr. Jayshree Sundar, Senior
Consultant, Gynecologist at

Madhukar Rainbow
Hospital, agreed, saying that
hearing a cancer diagnosis is
debilitating for the patient
and the family. It is usually
followed by fear, anxiety,
uncertainty, and pain.
If it’s a breast cancer
diagnosis, the situation
becomes much worse. The
patients are typically
unaware of what the lump

means or fear the stigma of
rejection by their spouse and
community or potentially
fear losing the breast, she
said.
“There is a major taboo
against discussing breast
cancer openly, and many
women are under the
inaccurate notion that there
is no treatment for the
disease under the sun. The

truth is, that breast cancer is
one of the most curable solid
organ cancers in the human
body. The approach should
be to ‘detect it early and
consult a physician’ at the
earliest appearance of the
first symptoms,” she advised.
Lack of awareness among
women and society has led to
the stigmatization of the
disease.
The situation is much worse
in rural areas. Women are
hesitant to discuss it just
because a female organ is
involved. Expecting support
from the partner is another
challenge they face if they
choose to speak up, opined
Dr. Archit Pandit, Director
& HOD, Department of
Surgical Oncology, SHALBY
Sanar International
Hospitals.
The approach should be to
educate women and society
and spread awareness about
the disease. It is noteworthy
how the prognosis of breast
cancer is astonishing if
diagnosed and treated early.
Women should also be
educated on the early signs
and symptoms of breast
cancer to be able to do self-
checks frequently, identify
the signs, and consult a
physician at the earliest, he
added. 
Furthermore, limited access
to healthcare services and
resources exacerbates the
taboo surrounding breast

cancer in India.
Rural areas, in particular,
face challenges in terms of
healthcare infrastructure,
awareness programs, and
trained medical
professionals specializing in
breast health. As a result,
many women do not have
access to the information
and support they need to
address breast cancer
concerns.
Addressing gender taboos,
subjective norms, and
hidden values in sexual
relations is crucial in
ensuring comprehensive
sexual health services for
women undergoing breast
cancer treatment. 
These societal factors
significantly impact women's
sexual health experiences
and may pose barriers to
accessing necessary support
and care, said the doctors.

By acknowledging and
addressing these taboos,
norms, and values,
healthcare providers can
create a more inclusive and
supportive environment for
women facing breast cancer.
This approach involves
providing sensitive and non-
judgmental care, offering
information and resources
tailored to individual needs,
and fostering open
communication about sexual
health concerns, they
reteriated.
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Osteoarthritis (OA) is the
most common form of

arthritis that affects millions
of people worldwide. This
degenerative joint disease can
significantly impact your
mobility and daily routine.
Top hospitals in Delhi,
including AIIMS, have
reported a 50% rise in joint
pain cases.
Osteoarthritis often develops
gradually. Don't dismiss
subtle aches and stiffness as a
normal part of aging. Early
detection and intervention
are crucial for managing this
condition effectively and
preserving your mobility.
OA most commonly impacts
the knee and the hip joint,
therefore, it is closely linked
to the older population’s
ability to move around and
function independently.
Osteoarthritis symptoms
include joint pain, stiffness,
swelling, and changes in joint
movement. At early stages,
pain, tenderness, and joint
stiffness tend to be limited to
very specific times such as
early morning or after high
impact physical activities.
As the condition advances, a
patient may experience pain
even when at rest or in simple
household activities. This is
why early identification and
Treatment depending on the
stage of osteoarthritis is the
way forward. The disease
should not be ignored.
The disease remains a
challenge in India because

patients often approach
doctors when the damage to
the joint is considerably
advanced. The main reason
for hesitancy in reaching out
to the doctor is the fear of
surgery. Osteoarthritis is a
progressive condition, so in
advanced cases, it is often
impossible to reverse the
damage done without joint
replacement surgery.
It’s considered elective
surgery. But the choice is
between currently available
treatment options and
enduring pain and swelling
lifelong. A joint replacement
is an essential planned
operation that can give
people their mobility back.
Hip and knee replacement
surgeries are considered safe
and technological
advancements in material of
implants and in robotic-
assisted surgery are further
improving outcomes and
reducing hospital stay.

CULTIVATE GRATITUDE:
Focus on the positive aspects
of your life and express
gratitude for them. Keeping a
gratitude journal can be
helpful in recognizing the
good things around you. Even
amidst challenges, there's
always something to be
thankful for.

PRACTICE MINDFULNESS
Engage in activities that bring
you into the present moment,
such as meditation, yoga, or
simply taking a walk in nature.
Being mindful can help reduce
stress and increase overall
well-being. Mindfulness
techniques will help you
anchor yourself in the present
moment.

NURTURE CONNECTIONS
Foster meaningful
connections with others.
Invest time and energy in
nurturing relationships that
uplift and support you.

DISCOVER PURPOSE
Reflect on your values and
passions to uncover your sense
of purpose. Align your actions
with what brings you meaning
and fulfillment.

PRIORITIZE WELL-BEING
Take care of your physical,
mental, and emotional well-
being. Prioritize self-care
practices like adequate sleep,
healthy eating, and regular
exercise.

RADIATE KINDNESS
Spread positivity and kindness
wherever you go. Small acts of
compassion can create ripple
effects of happiness in both
your life and the lives of
others. Helping others and
contributing to the
community can boost your
own happiness. Small gestures
of kindness can have a big
impact on both the recipient
and yourself.

SET ATTAINABLE GOALS
Set realistic and achievable
goals for yourself. Celebrate
your progress and
achievements, no matter how
small they may seem.
Identify your values and
passions, and pursue
activities that align with
them. Having a sense of
purpose can give your life
meaning and fulfillment.
Working towards something
meaningful can instill a sense
of accomplishment and
satisfaction.

ENGAGE IN ACTIVITIES
YOU ENJOY
Make time for hobbies and
activities that bring you joy
and fulfillment. Whether it's
painting, playing music, or
hiking, doing things you love
can uplift your mood.

SEEK PROFESSIONAL
HELP IF NEEDED
If you're struggling with
persistent feelings of
unhappiness or mental health
issues, don't hesitate to reach
out to a therapist or counselor
for support.

SEEK INNER GUIDANCE
Trust your intuition and inner
wisdom to guide you on your
journey. Tune into your
authentic self and honor your
unique path to happiness.

BUILD MEANINGFUL
CONNECTIONS
Nurture relationships with
friends, family, and loved ones.
Spending quality time with
people who support and uplift
you can greatly contribute to
happiness.
Remember that happiness is
not a constant state, and it's
okay to experience a range of
emotions. The key is to
cultivate resilience and find
ways to navigate life's ups and
downs with grace and self-
compassion.
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There is a general perception
in our society that if a child

is healthy in appearance, then
he/she is fit, but this is not true.
In actuality, he/she may be
overweight or obese.
Childhood obesity is a severe
medical condition affecting
children and adolescents. It
occurs when a child's weight is
significantly higher than
normal for his/her age and
height. The Indian Academy of
Pediatrics has declared
childhood obesity as a disease.
According to the World
Obesity Atlas 2022, by 2030,
nearly 27 million children in
India will suffer from obesity.
These will also include 12
million children aged 5 to 9
years. If children are obese,
then the risk of heart disease
and diabetes increases
manifold.
Since obesity
disproportionately affects
adolescents (ages 12–19), the
adverse effects of excess fat
may be particularly prominent
during this critical period of
development. Symptoms of
chronic cardiometabolic
disease commonly seen in
adults, such as hypertension,
hyperglycemia, dyslipidemia,
and inflammation, are now
becoming increasingly
common in obese adolescents
too. There is a dynamic
interrelationship between
obesity and psychosocial
health, as obese adolescents

may have increased stress
levels, depressive symptoms,
and reduced resiliency.
However, both obesity and
underweight are considered
forms of malnutrition.
According to the World Health
Organization's (WHO's)
analysis of global data, the
obesity rate among children
and adolescents worldwide in
2022 will quadruple the rate in
1990. Statistics from the
National Family Health Survey
also show that obesity among
school-going children in India
is taking the form of an
epidemic. According to a
recent survey conducted in
Delhi, 45 percent of children in
private schools and 7 percent
of children in government
schools of the capital are
suffering from obesity.
Surprisingly, obesity is also
seen in school children in rural
areas of the country, whereas
usually, the bodies of children
and adolescents in the village
are slim and thin.
It is a matter of concern that
due to obesity, school children
are suffering from high blood
pressure, diabetes, heart
disease, asthma, and thyroid
diseases at an early age. Due to
these deadly diseases, the
education of children
deteriorates, and the lives of
their family members are also
affected. Increasing obesity
also results in low self-esteem
and depression in children.

Some studies claim that 364
million adolescents and youth
(10-29 years) in India are
overly occupied with smart
gadgets and avoid physical
workouts.
Reducing obesity in children
requires a comprehensive
approach that addresses
various factors contributing to
excess weight gain.

Here are some strategies to
help combat childhood
obesity:

$%"�"� �3 ���3,�
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Encourage children to
consume a balanced diet rich
in fruits, vegetables, whole
grains, lean proteins, and
healthy fats. Limit their intake
of processed foods, sugary
snacks, and beverages high in
added sugars and unhealthy
fats. Involve children in meal
planning and preparation to
increase their interest in
nutritious foods.

 '2"+%�( �% (+��%
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Aim for at least 60 minutes of
moderate to vigorous
physical activity daily for
children. Encourage active
play, sports, dancing,
swimming, cycling, and
other fun activities to keep
them engaged and active.
Limit screen time, including
television, video games, and
smartphones, and encourage
outdoor play instead.

$%"�"� �!����,�� ���
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Family meals offer
opportunities for bonding
and provide a supportive
environment for modeling
healthy eating habits. 
Avoid using food as a reward
or punishment and
instead focus on fostering a
positive relationship with
food.

$%"1�# ��22 ����"
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Ensure that healthy food
options are readily available
at home, school, and
community settings. Support
initiatives that increase
access to fresh fruits,
vegetables, and whole foods
in underserved
communities.

 #+2�� �23��#% '��'#
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Teach children about
nutrition, portion sizes, and
the importance of making
healthy food choices. Provide
resources and workshops for
parents on healthy eating,
cooking skills, and strategies
for promoting a healthy
lifestyle at home.

�##% ���$�,23"�"(�2��
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Recognize and address
emotional eating, stress, and
other psychological factors
that may contribute to

overeating or unhealthy
eating habits. Foster positive
body image and self-esteem
in children and promote a
healthy attitude towards
food and weight.

2"���&"%�� ����3
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Work with schools to
implement nutrition
education programs,
increase access to healthy
meals, and integrate physical
activity into the curriculum.
Partner with community
organizations, healthcare
providers, and policymakers
to create supportive
environments that promote
healthy lifestyles for children
and families.

�"'��"%��'#��+$$"%�
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Regularly monitor children's
growth, weight, and BMI
(Body Mass Index), and
provide support and guidance
if needed. 

� �#�&,� 5��$� 
Set a positive example by
modeling healthy eating
habits, being physically
active, and prioritizing
health and wellness in your
family and community.

(The author is a well-known
yoga expert and

naturopathist) 
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Painless breast lumps, spontaneous nipple discharges,
nipple retraction, skin redness, dimpling, and non-
healing ulcers. 

�3 ��"���2"��"'��,�3���% 
● Breastfeeding guarantees immunity against breast

cancer. 
● Biopsies exacerbate cancer spread.
● Faith healing serves as a cure for cancer.
● Every lump indicates cancer.
● Only painful lumps signal potential cancer.
● Cancer is a divine punishment or curse.
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Gujarat Titans defeated
Sunrisers Hyderabad by

seven wickets in their Indian
Premier League match here
on Sunday. 
Set a target of 163, GT
completed the chase with five
balls remaining. Sai
Sudharsan top-scored with
45, while David Miller and
Shubman Gill chipped in with
knocks of 44 and 36
respectively.
After Sunrisers Hyderabad
captain Pat Cummins won the
toss and elected to bat, most
of their batters got starts but
failed to convert them into big
scores, as the team was
stopped at 162/8.
Veteran seamer Mohit Sharma
straightjacketed the batters in
death overs after Afghan spin
twins Rashid Khan and Noor
Ahmad had tightened the
noose in the middle overs as
Gujarat Titans restricted the
high-flying Sunrisers
Hyderabad to a modest 162 for
8 in their IPL match here
Sunday.
Fresh from smashing a record
277 in their last game, SRH
were going great guns with
56/1 inside the power-play but
the young and experienced
Afghan wrist spin duo of Noor
(1/32) and Rashid (1/33)
turned the match on its head.
The intermittent wickets
meant that SRH could not hit

the top speed.
Noor dismissed the in-form
SRH opener Travis Head (19),
while Rashid sent back
explosive Heinrich Klaasen
(24) against the run of play.
Rashid also took a brilliant

diving catch at the deep to
dismiss Aiden Markram as
SRH faltered badly at the back
end. They managed just 40
runs and lost five wickets in the
last five overs.
Mohit then shone at the death,

dismissing Shahbaz Ahmed
(22) and Washington Sundar
(0) off successive balls. He
returned impressive figures of
4-0-25-3 as SRH managed just
three runs in the last over. 
After plundering runs at an

astonishing pace in their last
game, the Orange Army had
little hesitation in opting to bat
first and dictate the pace of the
game with Travis Head up
front. The Aussie left-hander
kept charging in, while

Mayank Agarwal (16) once
again looked out of sorts before
being dismissed by
Azmatullah Omarzai. 
Last match hero Abhishek
Sharma smashed Rashid for
two sixes on both the sides and
it revived memories of his last
match partnership with Head.
But left-arm wrist spinner
Noor bowled a superb first
over to peg SRH back from
being 56/1 after the power-
play. 
The in-form destrcutive SRH
opener Head unleashed a slog
sweep as the 19-year-old
Afghan spinner tricked him
with a wrong one. The ball
pitched on his off-stump
before sharply turning in to
crash into the middle-stump.
Runs suddenly dried up with
Rashid conceding just four
runs from his second over as
both the wrist spinners bowled
superbly in tandem to squeeze
SRH in.
A captaincy masterstroke by
Shubman Gill to bowl Mohit
the 10th over resulted in
another wicket when the
veteran seamer dismissed a
well-set Abhishek (29).
The left-hander sliced it
straight to Gill at extra-cover in
what seemed a perfect set-up
for the young Indian batter. 
But Klaasen ensured that the
lull does not stay longer as he
charged the young Noor in his
last over for two slog sweeps
over midwicket boundary.
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Speed thrills and excites
India’s latest fast-bowling

sensation Mayank Yadav, a
passion he cultivated since
childhood when the sleek lines
of jet planes, awe-inspiring
force of rockets, and the raw
power of superbikes captured
his imagination.
The 21-year-old’s 150kmph
thunderbolts amazed one and
all during his side Lucknow
Super Giants’ 21-run win over
Punjab Kings here on Saturday.
Mayank (3/27) stole the
limelight with his searing pace.
In the 12th over of Punjab’s
innings, he bowled the season’s
fastest ball at 155.8 kmph.
His extra pace rattled Jonny
Bairstow, Prabhsimran Singh
and Jitesh Sharma and led to
PBKS’ downfall. He
consistently clocked 150kmph
and above on the speedometer
during his four-over spell, to be
adjudged the player of the
match.
“Even in normal life, apart
from cricket, I love things
which have speed with them.
Whether it is a rocket,
aeroplane or superbike, speed
excites me. In my childhood, I
liked jet planes and would get
inspiration from them,” said
Mayank at the post-match
press conference.
“I have never bowled 156kmph
before this. I clicked 155kmph
during Mushtaq Ali, but this is
my fastest ball,” added the
pacer from Punjabi Bagh in
New Delhi.
Mayank had played just two
List A games before he was
picked by LSG ahead of IPL
2022. He did not play a single
match in the first season and
was ruled out of the next
season with a torn hamstring.
After he recovered from the
injury, he played for North
Zone in the 50-over Deodhar
Trophy where he knocked out
Rahul Tripathi’s middle stump
with a ripper.
“Injuries are part of fast
bowlers’ life, they are your
friends. I had two-three major
injuries in the past one or one

and a half years. Those were
my setbacks. 
“Last season also, I missed
playing in IPL because of
injury. I had side strain injury
with rib fracture and that
happened after Vizay Hazare.
My effort is to give more
attention to recovery and to
myself, in training and
physically.”
It’s natural that Mayank would
get inspiration from a speed
merchant — South African
great Dale Steyn.
“I look up to only one fast
bowler, and that is Dale Steyn.
He is my idol and I idolise him
a lot.”
Talking about his game plan on
Saturday, he said, “JL (head
coach Justin Langer) or even
Morne Morkel (bowling
coach) did not say anything
particular on what I need to
work on. They know that along
with pace my hard length ball
is good. 
“They just told me to keep the
plan simple, use pace and bowl
hard length balls as many as
possible as well those which
can be finished on stumps.”
He said he did not feel any
pressure or nervousness
during his debut match.
“A lot of excitement was there
in my debut. For the last two
years, I have been visualising
just one thing that, that is when
I make my debut what will I
feel when I bowl my first ball.
Everybody said there would be
some pressure or nervousness
but I did not feel it at all. 
“When my captain told me to
bowl the first over, I felt inside
me that I belonged to this place
and there was a lot of
confidence.” Highlighting his
goals, Mayank said, “My aim is
to always remain consistent
and give away less runs to help
the team. Pace is a plus point
for me which I try to use in a
good way.”
Asked how he came to the
limelight, he said, “Two years
back, before the mega auction
of the IPL, I was with Delhi
team for Vijay Hazare against
UP side, out assistant coach
Vijay Dahiya sir saw me there. 
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IPL’s perennial slow-starters
Mumbai Indians under new

captain Hardik Pandya will
hope for a happy
homecoming when they take
on a confident Rajasthan
Royals at the Wankhede
Stadium here on Monday.
Despite the change at the
helm with Pandya replacing
five-time title-winning
skipper Rohit Sharma — a
move that has sparked brutal
attack on the former —
Mumbai Indians have once
again made a familiar
disappointing start to their
IPL campaign as they lost
their first two matches. 
A six-run defeat to Pandya’s
former team Gujarat Titans
was followed by a walloping
by Sunrisers Hyderabad who
won the record run-fest by 32
runs in Hyderabad, with
Mumbai Indians plummeting
to the last spot in the 10-team
points table.
These are still early days in
the 17th edition of the T20
league but Pandya’s Mumbai
Indians will need to end their
losing streak and improve
their Net Run Rate which is
the worst among all teams at -
0.925.
Among the odds stacked up

against them is the absence of
Suryakumar Yadav, who
remains on the sidelines as he
is recovering from two
separate injuries which have
kept him away from the MI
camp this IPL.
Even though Mumbai Indians
enjoy a 4-1 head-to-head
record in their last five
meetings with Rajasthan
Royals, the home side will
have a tough task at hand
given Sanju Samson’s team
has turned up all guns blazing
to begin their IPL season with
two wins.
A big score is due from Rohit
who has provided strong
starts to Mumbai but what
they truly need is Pandya to
get his decisions right. Pandya
has evidently not used Jasprit
Bumrah to the best way
possible and Mumbai Indians
will have a chance to iron out
such flaws. 
Bumrah and Piyush Chawla
bring the element of
experience to the table in the
MI bowling attack which has

shown trust on local boy
Shams Mulani, who is
relatively new at the IPL stage
but immensely experienced
when it comes to playing at
the Wankhede Stadium. 
The young Kwena Maphaka
was at the receiving end of the
carnage that SRH handed to
Mumbai Indians in their last
game but the 17-year-old
South African will only learn

from experience of the hard
ways that come to the
bowlers’ way in such a
competitive T20 league.
On their part, Rajasthan
Royals will look to keep
ticking all the boxes after two
wins at the start.
Samson remains dangerous in
the early stages of the IPL
while the immensely talented
Yashasvi Jaiswal, who is yet to

fire in this IPL, would be keen
to get his first big score of this
season.
Jaiswal is returning to his
home ground where he had
blazed a 62-ball 124 albeit for
a losing cause in their last
meeting here, and he will be
eager to stamp his class.
Riyan Parag is primed to
continue his ascent as a
mature middle-order batter,
whereas for Mumbai, Tilak
Varma, Tim David and
Naman Dhir would aim to
make the most of their
positive starts.
Apart from having a long
batting line-up which also
boasts of the dangerous Jos
Buttler at the top and Dhruv
Jurel to provide finishing
touches, it is their all-round
bowling attack which puts
forth a lot of promise.
While Nandre Burger has
teamed up well with Trent
Boult for early inroads, the
spin duo of Ravichandran
Ashwin and Yuzvendra
Chahal can control the flow of

runs in the middle. 
Avesh Khan’s control at the
death along with Sandeep
Sharma is Royals’ forte and
has been among crucial
factors for Rajasthan’s fine
show so far.
The Squads:
MUMBAI INDIANS: Hardik
Pandya (c), Rohit Sharma,
Dewald Brevis, Jasprit
Bumrah, Piyush Chawla,
Gerald Coetzee, Tim David,
Shreyas Gopal, Ishan Kishan
(wk), Anshul Kamboj, Kumar
Kartikeya, Akash Madhwal,
Kwena Maphaka, Mohammad
Nabi, Shams Mulani, Naman
Dhir, Shivalik Sharma,
Romario Shepherd, Arjun
Tendulkar, Nuwan Thushara,
Tilak Varma, Vishnu Vinod,
Nehal Wadhera, Luke Wood,
Suryakumar Yadav.
RAJASTHAN ROYALS:
Sanju Samson (c), Abid
Mushtaq, Avesh Khan, Dhruv
Jurel, Donovan Ferreira, Jos
Buttler (wk), Kuldeep Sen,
Kunal Singh Rathore, Nandre
Burger, Navdeep Saini,
Ravichandran Ashwin, Riyan
Parag, Sandeep Sharma,
Shimron Hetmyer, Shubham
Dubey, Rovman Powell, Tom
Kohler-Cadmore, Trent
Boult, Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Tanush
Kotian.

Gujarat Titans beat SRH by seven wickets
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Warm spells of nostalgia
washed across the room

as members of the Karnataka
team that won the 1974 Ranji
Trophy bundled the audience
into a time-capsule and took
them back to an era where
cricket and life were simpler.
Unassuming those days and
players might have been, but
the path found by champions
like GR Viswanath, Syed
Kirmani, Brijesh Patel, EAS
Prasanna and BS
Chandrasekhar has only
broadened over the years
through which several ace
cricketers walked through.
None among them shone
brighter than Rahul Dravid,
former India captain and the
team’s current head coach.
“It was an inspiration for all of
us. Right from our U15 and
U17 tours, all we could hear
was how Karnataka beat the
mighty Bombay against all
odds (in the semifinals back
then).
“It really opened the doors for
Karnataka cricket, and also the
rest of the country that it is
possible to beat Bombay. It was
the bedrock of everything that
followed as on the shoulders of

these giants Karnataka cricket
prospered,” Dravid said here in
a function organised to
felicitate the class of ‘74.
Karnataka ended Mumbai’s
streak in the semis by virtue of
their first innings lead, with
Viswanath and Brijesh making
hundreds while Prasanna and
Chandrasekhar sharing nine
wickets among them.
It was the first time in 15
seasons Mumbai failed to enter
a Ranji Trophy final.
In the summit clash, Karnataka
went past Rajasthan by 185
runs as skipper Prasanna
returned with a nine-wicket
haul to bag their maiden Ranji
title.
Viswanath, in his typical
humble way, reminisced how
Brijesh tamed a solid Mumbai

spin attack consisting of
Padmakar Shivalkar, Eknath
Solkar, Rakesh Tandon and
Milind Rege.
“Brijesh was a slightly hesitant
starter for the first few balls.
But once he is set, he is a
nightmare for bowlers,
especially spinners. Good luck
to bowlers,” he said.
But these legends were not
only fine players but were
wonderful human beings and
great ambassadors of the sport
as well. Dravid shared a couple
of nuggets with the audience. 
“GRV sir was my first manager.
Once we went to
Visakhapatnam for a match
and the Andhra Cricket
Association had arranged a
passenger bus to pick us up
from the railway station, some
20-25 kms away, and the bus
driver and conductor suddenly
got this idea.
“Anyway only 15 cricketers are
there, let’s make some extra
money by picking up people
along the way, and I remember
Vishy sir shouting at them - No
no! You can’t do this etc.”
Sharing another instance, the
51-year-old said: “There was
this train journey to Kolkata
where Vishy sir and Syed
Kirmani sir accompanied us as
manager and captain

respectively. It was a great time
over two and half days when
we picked their brains and the
way these giants carried
themselves was an inspiration
for all of us.”
Brijesh underlined the
importance of that epochal
victory for Karnataka cricket.
“Karnataka have always had
some good bowlers but we did
not have a strong batting line-
up to back them. But the
arrival of Vishy, Sudhakar Rao,
Vijayakrishna, AV
Jayaprakash, Sanjay Desai, Kiri,
etc changed the whole
complexion. “In fact, the
previous year, we had beaten
Mumbai in the Irani Trophy
final (Rest of India vs Mumbai,
1973) here, and that also gave
us a confidence that we could
beat Mumbai - home or away,”
said Patel.
The function was also attended
by former India batters VVS
Laxman, Sujith Somasundar
and former India pacers
Dodda Ganesh and Venkatesh
Prasad.
While some other eminent
names like Sunil Gavaskar,
Roger Binny, Anil Kumble,
Javagal Srinath, Sunil Joshi and
R Vinaykumar shared their
messages through recorded
videos. 
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Star Indian midfielders
Hardik Singh and Salima

Tete were on Sunday conferred
with the Player of the Year
awards in men and women
categories respectively during
the sixth Hockey India Annual
Awards here.
Both the awards, in the name
of legendary Balbir Singh Sr,
carries a cash prize of Rs 25
lakh each. India vice-captain
Hardik also bagged Ajit Pal
Singh Award for Midfielder of
the Year, which carries a prize
purse of Rs 5 lakh. 
India captain Harmanpreet
Singh won the Pargat Singh
Award for Defender of the Year
and took home Rs 5 lakh, while
veteran custodian PR Sreejesh
was honoured with the Baljit
Singh Award for Goalkeeper of
the Year.
Dhanraj Pillay Award for
Forward of the Year went to
young striker Abhishek. 
Asunta Lakra Award for
Upcoming Player of the Year
(Women, Under-21) was
bagged by Deepika Soreng,
while the recognition in the

men’s division, which is in the
name of former India drag-
flicker Jugraj Singh, went to
Araijeet Singh Hundal. Both
the awards carry a prize money
of Rs 10 lakh each. 
The final award of the day, the
prestigious Major Dhyan
Chand Lifetime Achievement
Award, which carries a prize
money of Rs 30 lakh, was won
by his son, Ashok Kumar.
This year, the total prize pool
was Rs 7.56 crore.
“I guess the responsibility
increases when you win any
individual award but this is our
profession,” Hardik told PTI.

“We live hockey for 300 days in
a year and it is because of
achieving these feats when
some individual player gets
such accolades, he or she
should know that the entire
team is trusting him or her. 
“As an individual I am very
happy that I am doing well but
our main focus is on the team
because hockey is a team
game.”
Salima said the recognition
will inspire her to earn more
laurels for the country.
“It is a matter of great pride for
me every time I get to wear the
Indian jersey and step out on

the field to represent the
nation. This award will further
motivate me to continue to do
even better each day so I can
continue to make the country
proud,” she said.
The glittering ceremony
started with the Milestone
Awards 2023 with Vivek Sagar
Prasad, Hardik, Nilakanta
Sharma, Sumit, Krishan
Bahadur Pathak, Udita, Salima,
and Gurjant Singh winning a
cash prize of Rs 1 lakh and a
trophy each for completing 100
international caps.
Nikki Pradhan, Amit Rohidas,
Lalit Kumar Upadhyay, and
Neha were also presented with
Rs 1.5 lakh and a trophy each
for completing 150
international caps.
Harmanpreet was also
awarded Rs 2 lakh and a trophy
for completing 200
international caps, while
Indian women’s hockey team
goalkeeper Savita was
presented with Rs 2.5 lakh
along with a trophy for earning
250th caps. Sreejesh was
presented with Rs 3 lakh along
with a trophy for earning his
300th international cap.
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Struggling Mumbai Indians look for happy
homecoming against Rajasthan Royals 
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