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The Congress on Friday
released its manifesto for the
general elections 2024

focusing on equality, youth,
women, farmers, workers,
Constitution, economy,
federalism, national security,
environment, jobs creation and
nonetheless inclusion of more
reservations in various segments
and work on caste census.  
Right to apprenticeship, a legal
guarantee for MSP, passing a
constitutional amendment to raise
the 50 per cent cap on reservations
for SCs, STs and OBCs, a nation-
wide caste census and scrapping of
Agnipath scheme are also among

the promises made by the party in
manifesto released at the AICC
headquarters in the presence of
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge and former party chiefs
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi.
Invoking Rabindranath Tagore’s
“Where the mind is without fear
and the head is held high”,
the grand old party
made a fervent appeal
to people to repose
faith in the party in
the Lok Sabha polls
and promised greater
freedom, faster
growth and justice for
all.
“The economy has
registered less-than-satisfactory
growth. Widespread

unemployment, high inflation and
falling consumption have
debilitated even this modest
growth. While the poor and the
middle classes have been hit below
the belt and the atmosphere in the
country has become hate-filled
and divisive,” the party alleged.

“It is time to remind
ourselves of Tagore’s

immortal words in
Gitanjali: Where the
mind is without fear
and the head is held
high...Into that heaven
of freedom, my Father,

let my country awake,”
the manifesto concluded.

In the 45-page document
titled ‘Nyay Patra’, featuring
pictures of Kharge and Rahul and

Bharat Jodo Yatras, the Congress
said it would implement 10 per
cent quota in jobs, educational
institutions for economically
weaker sections (EWS) for all
castes, communities without
discrimination if it comes to
power.
The party also promised full
Statehood to Jammu and Kashmir,
besides giving special status to
Andhra Pradesh, full Statehood to
Puducherry, and to amend the
Government of National Capital
Territory of Delhi Act, 1991, to
declare that Lt Governor shall act
on the aid and advice of Council of
Ministers of NCT, Delhi.
It also promised to fill nearly 30
lakh vacancies in sanctioned posts
at various levels in the Central

Government and said the
Rajasthan model of cashless
insurance of up to `25 lakh will be
adopted for ensuring universal
healthcare across the country.
The Congress will pass a
constitutional amendment to raise
the 50 per cent cap on reservations
for SC, ST and OBC if it comes to
power in the general elections
beginning April 19, the party
promised.
The party also said it will conduct
a nationwide socio-economic and
caste census ensuring equitable
distribution among all sections as
per their population. It said it will
review all laws that interfere with
the right to privacy and make
suitable amendments to various
laws to uphold the right to privacy.
It also promised to restore the
voters’ trust in the election process
by amending election laws and
ensuring that VVPAT slips are
tallied with EVMs. The Congress
said it will review the new
education policy brought by the
NDA.
It also promised to enact a law on
bail that will incorporate the
principle that ‘bail is the rule, jail is
the exception’ in all criminal laws.
It further promised to introduce
comprehensive prison reforms. It
said it guarantees a new ‘right to
apprenticeship act’ to provide one-
year apprenticeship to every
diploma holder or graduate below
age of 25, under which apprentices
will get `one lakh a year. It also
promised to provide financial
assistance of `one lakh cash
transfer to a woman of poor
households under the
Mahalakshmi scheme.
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The BJP on Friday tore into the
Congress manifesto for Lok

Sabha elections 2024 and dubbed
it a “bundle of lies” and alleged
that the party, which ruled the
country for several decades, did
not fulfil any of the promises
made in its earlier
manifestos for the
Assembly and
Parliamentary elections.
The BJP further stated
that the seriousness of it
could be understood from
the fact that photos of New
York and Thailand were used in
it. The BJP said the Congress has
come with such a poll manifesto to
create confusion and mislead
voters.
“The Congress manifesto is a
bundle of lies. It has been prepared
to create confusion among voters,”
BJP national spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi told reporters.
The BJP leader said it is an irony

that the Congress is seeking the
people’s mandate with the promise
that it will “do wonders” this time
if voted to power again.  
“After remaining at helm for
several decades, they are now
promising that they will do
wonders this time if voted to
power. The Congress has titled its

manifesto ‘Nyay Patra’, which
means it admits that it has

done ‘anyay’ (injustice)
during its 55-60 years rule
in the country,” he
charged.  Trivedi said the
Congress, which ruled

the country for several
decades, is talking about

‘nyay’ (justice) today, but its
Governments did not do justice
when in power. The Congress on
Friday released its manifesto for
the Lok Sabha elections, making a
host of promises including the
right to apprenticeship, a legal
guarantee for MSP, and raising the
50 per cent cap on reservations for
SCs, STs and OBCs.

Continued on Page 2
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From fixing the rates for
hiring of elephants and

horses to campaign, to
ascertain the rates of chai,
kachoris, samosa besides
size of garlands and several
campaign related
paraphernalia, the Election
Commission (EC) has fixed
rates for the campaign
related items to be used by
the contesting candidates
and political parties during
their election campaign in
the ongoing Lok Sabha
elections.
The candidates now will have
to maintain a record of
expenditure among things,
on how many samosas,
kachoris and cups of
tea/coffee a candidate has
offered to his/her workers

and supporters, and how
many garlands of various
sizes were put around the
netaji’s neck during
electioneering.
Interestingly, parties and
candidates often offer

workers and voters liquor,
but the rate list did not
mention alcohol.
Interestingly, candidates will
have to pay `12 for a cup of
tea in Delhi, `10 in
Ghaziabad, Noida,

Gautambudh Nagar, `15 in
Punjab and `5 in Madhya
Pradesh. 
The rate for a samosa is fixed
at `12 in Delhi;  `10 in Noida
and Ghaziabad and `15 in
Punjab.

In Delhi, the Election
Commission has fixed
charges of 1,34 items that
will be used during the
campaign which include `43
for per plate chhole kulche,
`49 per plate chhole bhature;
`40 per plate puri sabzi;  `12
per samosa, `19 per  kachori,
`16 for bread pakoda, `28 for
sandwich, `12 per cup
(disposal tea), `19 per water
bottle (one litre), `15 per
piece ladoo and gulab jamun,
`118 for vegetable thali at
lunch and `119 per thali at
dinner. 
If candidates want to hire
elephants for their
campaigning, they will have
to pay `6,150 per day; for
horses, it will be `3,075,
according to the Election
Commission.

Continued on Page 2
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India has termed as “false
and malicious propaganda”

reports claiming the
country’s involvement in
targeted assassinations in
Pakistan after the 2019
Pulwama terrorist attack in
Jammu and Kashmir.
The strong denial from
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) was given to the UK
daily, The Guardian, in
response to the report. The
report quoted intelligence
operatives in India and
Pakistan to claim that India’s
move was part of a wider
strategy to eliminate terrorists
living on foreign soil.
The Ministry also underlined
a previous statement by
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar in which he said
targeted killings in other
countries were “not the
policy of the Government of
India.”  The Guardian
mentioned denial by the
MEA.  The report claimed
Delhi “has implemented a
policy of targeting those it
considers hostile to India”.
According to the report,
documents shared by some
Pakistani investigators
indicated India’s intelligence
agency, RAW (Research and
Analysis Wing) allegedly
carried out 20 such targeted
killings on foreign soil as part
of an emboldened approach
to national security after the
2019 Pulwama terror attack
in Jammu and Kashmir,
which killed 40 Indian
soldiers. Pakistan-based
terror group Jaish-e-
Mohammed later claimed
responsibility for the attack.

Continued on Page 2
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The Samajwadi Party (SP)
in Uttar Pradesh finds

itself amidst a whirlwind of
candidate changes, swapping
seven candidates across six
crucial constituencies in the
past fortnight, prompting
worries over the party’s
leadership indecisiveness.
While the party attributes
these changes to local requests
and voter sentiment,
supporters are left bewildered
and disheartened by the
frequent alterations. Party
elders, however, maintain that
decisions are reached after
extensive consultations with
stakeholders in each
constituency.
“A quick succession of
candidate changes sends a
negative message. It indicates
a lack of confidence and
could have
detrimental effects
on the party’s
image,” remarked a
senior SP leader.
In Meerut, the
situation took a
curious turn as the
candidate changed
thrice, culminating in Sunita
Verma, former mayor, filing
her nomination on the last
day on Thursday. Initially,

advocate Bhanu Pratap Singh
was declared the candidate,
only to be replaced by
Sardhana MLA Atul Pradhan.
Despite Pradhan filing his

nomination, Verma
ultimately took his place.

Moradabad witnessed
a similar perplexing
scenario when sitting
MP ST Hasan was
replaced by Ruchi

Veera, a choice of
veteran leader Azam

Khan. Efforts to reinstate
Hasan before the nomination
deadline proved futile.
Similar perplexity gripped
Rampur, where Khan’s

preferred candidate, Asim
Raja, was sidelined in favour
of Maulana Moibullah Nadvi,
the Imam of Parliament Street
Jama Masjid in Delhi.
Speculations even surfaced
regarding the potential
candidacy of Akhilesh Yadav’s
nephew, Tej Pratap Yadav,
from Rampur. Baghpat,
Gautam Budh Nagar, and
Bijnor also saw candidate
changes amidst speculations
and strategic considerations,
unsettling party members.
In Baghpat, Amarpal Sharma
was initially declared as the SP
candidate but was replaced by
Manoj Chaudhary. In Gautam
Budh Nagar, Mahendra Singh
Nagar gave way to Rahul
Awana, only to be reinstated
by SP leadership on March 30.
Similarly, in Bijnor, Yashvir
Singh was replaced by Deepak
Saini, son of sitting SP MLA
Ram Avtar Saini from
Noorpur.
RLD chief Jayant Chaudhry
criticised the SP’s approach,
referring to it as a “musical
chairs” game in a social media
post. He wrote a post on X
saying, “Congratulations to
the “lucky ones in the
Opposition (who) will get a
chance, for a few hours” to
contest in the 2024 general
election.

Continued on Page 2
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Determined to reverse the trend of
low voter turnout, Gonda

administration in Uttar Pradesh has
come out with a unique inclusive
initiative: It has roped in transgender as
polling booth ambassadors. The
brainchild of District Magistrate Neha
Sharma, the novel idea engaging the
third gender has been met
enthusiastically from the transgender
community too as well as senior officials
and law enforcement authorities which
have now chalked out a comprehensive
strategy in this regard.
From composing catchy songs to staging
street plays, transgender ambassadors
have been asked to leverage their
creativity and enthusiasm to educate the
public and shed light on their long
standing demands as well.  

Polls will be held on May 20 in the phase
five in the district which is home to
25.30 lakh registered voters, including a
small contingent of 94 third-gender
individuals. Located approximately 120
km from Lucknow, Gonda has faced
persistent challenges with low voter
participation compared to the State
average.
However, now with the involvement of
the transgender in the poll process, the
district officials are hoping to bring the
voters to the polling booth and exercise
their electoral rights. “This initiative
capitalises on the unique perspective and
outreach potential of the transgender
community to raise awareness about the
importance of voting and encourage
public participation,” Amruta Soni, a
Government officer and transgender
spokesperson told a news agency here.

Continued on Page 2
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In a major decision, the
Reserve Bank on Friday

said it will soon facilitate cash
deposit facility in banks
through use of the popular
UPI, an instant real-time
payment system for inter-
bank transactions
through mobile
phones.
The Central bank also
decided to permit
linking of Prepaid
Payment Instruments
(PPIs) through third-party
Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) applications.
Announcing the first bi-
monthly monetary policy of
the current financial year, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das
said cash deposit machines

(CDMs) deployed by banks
enhance customer
convenience while reducing
cash-handling load on bank
branches. The facility of cash
deposit is presently available
only through use of debit
cards.
“Given the popularity of UPI,

as also the benefits seen
from the availability of
UPI for card-less cash
withdrawal at ATMs,
it is now proposed to

facilitate cash deposit
facility through use of

UPI,” Das said. Operational
instructions will be issued
shortly, the RBI said. The RBI
has also proposed to permit
linking of PPIs through third-
party UPI applications to
provide more flexibility to
users.

India denies
targeted killings
of terrorists 
in Pakistan 

Congress releases Nyay Patra manifesto

Transgender Ambassadors
to boost voter turnout

RBI to enable cash deposits
in banks through UPI soonTea to elephants: Poll campaign expenses fixed by EC

BJP dubs Congress
manifesto bundle of lies

Frequent candidate list changes
leave SP supporters baffled

Returning officer Anil
tenders unconditional 
apology to apex court
PTI ■ NEW DELHI

Anil Masih, the returning officer
for the Chandigarh mayoral

election whose result was
overturned by the Supreme Court in
February, on Friday tendered an
unconditional apology to the apex
court for his conduct.
He had faced the wrath of the
Supreme Court which ordered his
c r i m i n a l
prosecution for
allegedly making a
false statement
before it and his
“misdemeanour”
during the
counting of votes.
Masih said he
would withdraw
the earlier affidavit
which stated that he was reeling
under depression and anxiety and
wherein he denied allegations of
tampering with ballots. “A
purported video recording of the
election process was leaked online
on January 31. Thereafter, the
respondent (Masih) was subjected to
incessant criticism, name-calling
and ad hominems by members of
political parties as well as social
media. This put the respondent,
including his family members,
under immense mental trauma and
stress,” he had said in the affidavit.

Continued on Page 2

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, along with senior party leaders Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, P Chidambaram and KC Venugopal, releases the party’s manifesto ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections in New Delhi on Friday    Ranjan Dimri/Pioneer

District administration officials with transgender community people during a meeting organised to employ the
latter’s help to raise voter awareness ahead of Lok Sabha elections, in Gonda district, in UP PTI

Name oof iitem/work Quantity/measurement Rate ((in `)
Cholle Kulche Per plate 43
Cholle Bhature Per plate 49
Samosa Each 12
Kachori Each 19
Pakoda (Mix) Per plate 36
Tea Per disposal cup 12
Lunch ( Veg) Each 118
Dinner (Veg) Each 119
Charges of elephant Per day 6,150
Charges of horse Per day 3,075
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Two heavily armed terrorists
from Pakistan were gunned

down by the alert troops of the
Indian army along the line of
control in the Uri sector of
North Kashmir’s Baramulla
district on Friday.
This is the first major infiltra-
tion bid attempted from across
the line of control in the run-
up to the Lok Sabha polls
beginning from April 19.
According to a statement issued
by the Srinagar-based Chinar
Corps. “Alert troops deployed
on LoC foiled an Infiltration
bid on Friday at Sabura Nala,
Uri Sector where two terrorists
have been eliminated”. 
According to reports, soon
after detecting the suspected
movement of infiltrators near
the line of control the troops
challenged them and in the ini-
tial exchange of firing one ter-
rorist was gunned down. The
second terrorist was neutralized
as the operation to flush out the

infiltrators progressed during
the day.  During searches in the
area, the troops also recovered
02xAK Rifles, 04xHand
Grenades, and other war-like
stores in the forward area. 
Inspector General of Police,
Kashmir range VK Birdi brief-
ing a news agency in Srinagar
said, an infiltration bid was
foiled in the Hathlanga area of
Uri early Friday morning by the
alert troops of the 5 JAK rifles.
IGP said, according to the ini-
tial ground reports two ter-

rorists had been neutralized
and the operation was still
going on.
According to reports the ter-
rorist handlers sitting across the
line of control were waiting for
the mountain passes to clear
due to the accumulation of
snow in the North Kashmir
district of Baramulla. 
The terrorist handlers rely on
launching pads located closer
to the Line of Control to push
small groups of infiltrators
inside the Indian territory.

Two heavily armed terrorists
gunned down by Army in Uri
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Amid the ongoing language
warfare when the BJP and

Trinamool Congress leaders of
Bengal kept the Election
Commission of India busy
adjudicating their mutually
traded “uncouth remarks” the
BJP on Friday moved the elec-
tion panel with complain
against Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee for using
offensive language against
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during her Thursday’s
election rally in North Bengal.
Both the leaders held two dif-
ferent rallies in two different
places of Cooch Behar from
where they attacked each
other’s policies.
The letter written by the BJP
to the ECI said, “we draw your
attention to the multiple
guidelines issued by the
Commission on maintaining
dignity of the campaign.
Repeated advisories have been
issued to refrain from use of
inappropriate, abusive at times,
vocabulary against star cam-
paigners of other political
party(ies),”  adding, “In com-
plete disregard and disrespect
to the majesty of the

Commission, Smt Mamata
Banerjee resorted to use offen-
sive vocabulary even when
referring to the Hon’ble Prime
Minister…”
It was shocking to hear the use
of the offensive word, the let-
ter read adding how following
in the footsteps of the TMC
chief the lesser leaders of that
party too were using bad
words against sitting saffron
MPs like Locket Chatterjee.
Requesting “immediate and
appropriate action against the
erring leaders, the BJP wrote
how “following in the footsteps
of their party supremo we
have noticed many TMC cam-

paigners using foul and offen-
sive language, in some cases
even when referring to a lady.
As an example, we draw your
attention to derogatory
remarks made on 4th April by
TMC MLA for Chunchura
Shri Asit Mazumder, referring
to our Lok Sabha candidate
Smt Locket Chatterjee MP… at
a public gathering.” 
Curiously senior BJP leader
Dilip Ghosh had earlier been
censured by the ECI for using
offensive language against the
Chief Minister. He had raised
questions about her ancestry.
Reacting to the BJP’s letter
TMC spokesperson and out-

going Rajya Sabha MP
Shantanu Sen said that the
Chief Minister had used “no
bad word,” adding “there is
always a difference between a
slip of tongue and an inten-
tional bad word  … besides if
a person immediately real-
izes that and withdraws it you
cannot call the word offensive.”
He also reminded how the
Prime Minister had in 2019
“made offensive remarks
against the Chief Minister
who is a woman by calling her
“Didi o Didi’.” That the BJP did
not take any action against
Ghosh for using foul words
against the Chief Minister also
should be taken into consid-
eration he said.
Meanwhile, a day after the
Prime Minister hard-hitting
speech from an election rally
at Cooch Behar, Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Friday hit him back daring
him on the issue of corruption
to make a comparative study
between what and how things
were like in Trinamool
Congress-ruled Bengal and
BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh and
Gujarat.”They talk about cor-
ruption in Bengal … but I
challenge them to issue White

Paper on the issue taking
States like Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh in it … they only talk
of Bengal … why don’t they
look at U.P.” Banerjee said
from a second rally in North
Bengal.
Referring to the Prime
Minister’s reference of
Sandeshkhali where lands of
poor people were grabbed and
their women were subjected to
sexual assault Banerjee said it
was an isolated affair.
“Sandeshkhali is an isolated
case and in no way can be
equated to Nandigram and
Singur … but here the people
are unnecessarily trying to
play politics with it … and
besides we have immediately
taken action at Sandeshkhali
by arresting the accused per-
sons and returning the lands
of the people … this is because
the TMC Government always
stands for what is right,”
Banerjee said.
Incidentally, a renowned
sephologist in a recent inter-
view had said that
Sandeshkhali was going to
play a big role in Bengal elec-
tions and that the BJP would
benefit the most out of it.
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The battle between Raj
Bhawan and Nabanna

(State secretariat) intensified in
Bengal with State Governor CV
Ananda Bose directing a judi-
cial inquiry into the affairs of
the State-funded universities.
There are about 30 govern-
ment-universities in the State.  
According to a State official
“the governor has realised that
all state-run university cam-
puses have become mini-
Sandeshkhali. Today, he
ordered a judicial enquiry into
corruption, violence and mis-
use of university campuses in
West Bengal for electioneering
and political purposes.” The
news filtered out of the
Governor’s House on Friday.
Before ordering the judicial
inquiry the Governor report-
edly alleged that the affairs in
the State-run universities in
Bengal resembled the situation
of Sandeshkhali where a band
of TMC strongmen and lead-
ers had been engaged in land
grab and sexual assault.
The allegations of corruption,
violence etc would be looked
into by a single-member com-
mittee of a retired-High Court
Judge.
The Friday’s development
comes a day after the Governor
directed the State Government
to sack Education Minister
Bratya Basu with whom he had
not been enjoying cordial rela-
tionship for quite some time.
Bose had even alleged earlier

that the Basu was destroying
the relationship between him
and Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee. 
According to sources Basu was
ordered to be removed from
the Cabinet following reports
that he had held a meeting with
TMC leaders inside the campus
of the State-run Gour Banga
University. 
Though both Basu and Speaker
Biman Banerjee have reacted to
Bose’s action saying his actions
were ultra vires the powers that
has been accorded to a
Governor of the State, no word
has come from the Chief
Minister’s office as yet.
“The Governor is the consti-
tutional head and has certain
limits within which he has to
function … he is not the
authority to direct the removal
of a minister who enjoys the
trust of the Chief Minister and
the House … this is beyond the
scope of his constitutional
power,” Basu earlier said alleg-
ing Bose was not acting as the
Governor of the State but as the
messenger of the BJP and the
Raj Bhawan was functioning as
a BJP’s party office.
State Speaker Biman Banerjee
too said that “despite differ-
ences it would have been bet-
ter had the Governor not ini-
tiated certain actions … there
are certain constitutional
obligations and procedures
that require to be followed.”
There was no reaction coming
from other opposition parties
yet.
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The DMK-led front in
Tamil Nadu has success-

fully completed the allocation
of seats among its alliance
partners but there is wide-
spread discontentment among
Congressmen across the State.
To make matters short ,
Congress leaders and activists
in Tamil Nadu are upset with
MDMK leader Vaiko for
humiliating and insulting for-
mer Prime Ministers
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira
Gandhi.
Vaiko, whose original name
was Vaiyapuri Gopalasamy,
blamed Indira Gandhi in a
recent speech for handing
over the 285 acre Katchatheev
islet to Sri Lanka. 
He accused Indira Gandhi of
cheating the State of Tamil
Nadu by of fer ing
Katchatheevu to the island
nation in 1975. 
Earl ier,  he had blamed
Jawaharlal Nehru for goofing
up Kashmir issue and had
lambasted the first Prime
Minister of the country for
cheating India.
Congressmen in Tamil Nadu
consider the speeches made
by Vaiko as   blasphemy but
they are afraid to question the
party High Command for
accommodating the MDMK
leader in the INDI alliance.
“When we pointed out the
issue to the party leaders in
New Delhi, they replied that
the MDMK was an alliance
partner of the DMK and the

Congress has nothing to do
with Vaiko and his MDMK,”
a senior Congress leader told
The Pioneer.
In 2019, Vaiko had lambast-
ed Jawaharlal Nehru for the
backwardness of the country
and the Kashmir imbroglio.
Though the then TNCC
President K S Alagiri warned
Vaiko for the low quality
speech, the latter reportedly
scoffed at him and asked who
cares the TNCC chief.
“It is unfortunate that a per-
son like Vaiko is resorting to
spread lies and misinforma-
tion. 
This is not going to help the
DMK-led front or even the
MDMK,” said C D
Meyyappan, AICC leader
who is the Congress-in-
charge of the Andhra Pradesh
election.
Though all Congress leaders
with whom The Pioneer
spoke to expressed their
resentment over Vaiko, none
was willing to come out in the
open lest they annoy M K
Stalin, the DMK chief who is
the State’s Thalapathy (Tamil
for commander).
Another alliance partner of

the DMK-led front Thol
Thirumavalavan (VCK
leader) had declared many
times that his mission was to
destroy the Congress, the
GOP has given him the pride
of place in the INDI alliance.
“A person who can never
hope of winning an election
on his own is sitting as a VIP
in the alliance meeting con-
vened to decide the future of
the country,” said a former
TNCC leader.
Interestingly, both Vaiko and
Thirumavalavan are diehard
devotees of  Veluppi l lai
Prabhakaran, the slain LTTE
leader who ordered the exe-
cution of Rajiv Gandhi, the
former Prime Minister. The
trial court in India had
declared Prabhakaran as an
absconder and he was killed
in an encounter with the sri
Lankan defence forces in
2009. 
The Vaiko-Thirumavalavan
duo obser ve the death
anniversary of Prabhakaran
every year by lighting lamps
and singing songs composed
in praise of the LTTE chief.
But the Congress suffers the
humiliation silently because it
has nowhere else to go.
Vaiko’s son Dorai Vaiyapuri is
the MDMK candidate from
Tiruchi Lok Sabha con-
stituency. 
If the Congress, which has a
considerable presence in the
constituency, silently pulls
the rug out from Dorai’s feet,
it would lead to the Vaiko
junior’s New Delhi dreams
getting shattered.
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Notwithstanding the stern
warning issued by the

spiritual heads of the Latin
Catholic community under
Archdiocese of Trivandrum
and the Diocese of
Changanachery  that con-
trols the Catholics, asking
the laity not to vote for the
BJP-led NDA in the Lok
Sabha poll, the Christian
Alliance for Social Action , an
umbrella organization of all
Christian sects came out with
a declaration on Friday that
the Christians in the State
would vote for BJP and its
allies.
“What the nation needs at this
hour is a leader like Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. He
alone would be able to hold
the country together and
bring in the communal har-
mony about which other
political leaders sing about,”
said the announcement issued
by Kevin Peter, president,
CASA on Friday.
Kevin Peter said the decision
of CASA was taken in the
backdrop of the unprece-
dented economic and social
progresses registered by India
during the last ten years
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. “The massive
investment made by the
Centre in infrastructure
development and various
schemes launched in social
sector has benefitted all
deserving sections of the soci-
ety irrespective of caste, creed
and religion. Thanks to the

measures launched by the
country’s internal security
system, all Indians can live
and sleep peacefully. Not a
single incident of communal
violence have been reported
from anywhere in the coun-
tr y though there were
attempts by some sections to
portray Manipur violence as
genocide. Though there was
violence and riots in Manipur
which resulted many people
losing their lives and proper-
ty, the BJP or Sangh Parivar
forces have no roe in them,”
said Kevin Peter who alleged
that some vested interests
were spreading falsehood
with the intention of tarnish-
ing the image of India.
The CASA has come down
heavily on the Congress-led
UDF and the CPI(M)-led
LDF for playing the Muslim
card in their efforts to appease
one particular community.
“Though the Muslims consti-
tute 26 per cent of the popu-
lation in the State, they walk

away with all benefits which
are to be allocated to all
minority communities. The
Christians are left high and
dry by both the Congress
and the Communists and this
has to end. We will be able to
live in this country with dig-
nity only under a leader like
Narendra Modi who works on
the slogan Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas and Sabka Vishwas,”
said the CASA declaration.   
A Jayasankar, author and
political commentator, said
that the Good Friday decla-
rations made by the arch-
bishops and bishops not to
trust the BJP have to be taken
with a pinch of salt. “They
made the announcement to
impress u[pon other political
parties that they were nit
pitching for Modi or the BJP.
But the tone of their speech-
es and body languages make
it clear that they do not have
any ill will towards the BJP or
its Hindutva politics,” said
Jayasankar.
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From Page 1
“We will reserve one-half (50 per cent) of Central Government jobs for women starting in 2025.
We will increase the wage under MGNREGA to Rs 400 per day. MGNREGA funds and workers
may also be deployed to build public assets such as classrooms, libraries and primary health
centres,” the party said.
Besides, it said it will give legal guarantee to Minimum Support Prices (MSP) announced by the
Government every year as recommended by the Swaminathan Commission.
It said it will launch an urban employment programme guaranteeing work for urban poor in
reconstruction, renewal of urban infrastructure. The party said in the document that it would
abolish the Agnipath programme and direct the Armed forces to resume normal recruitment to
achieve full sanctioned strength.
Rahul said this Lok Sabha election is a fight between forces who are trying to “destroy” the
Constitution and democracy in the country and those protecting them. He said it is a much closer
contest than propagated by the media, and expressed confidence of winning the polls.

From Page 1
He stated that his “privacy and
mental health was intruded
upon” due to the media
coverage and reportage during
the period preceding his
appearance in court. 
The apex court, which in
February declared defeated
AAP-Congress alliance
candidate Kuldeep Kumar as
the new mayor of the Union
Territory while setting aside the
January 30 poll result, had said
Masih had put marks on eight
ballot papers to create a ground
for treating them as invalidly
cast.Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for Masih,
told a three-judge bench
headed by Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud that he has
tendered an apology which is
completely unconditional.

From Page 1
She lauded the initiative’s
transformative impact,
emphasising its potential to
promote inclusivity and
recognition of transgender
rights. Gonda’s Chief
Development Officer M
Arunmozhi echoed her
sentiments, highlighting the
initiative’s broader mission of
empowerment and
engagement with
marginalised groups.
Importantly, the transgender
community’s involvement in
the voter awareness campaign
remains non-partisan,
underscoring their
commitment to fairness and
transparency. While
amplifying civic engagement,
they have made it clear that
there was no question of
endorsing any political
parties, emphasising their
dedication to a neutral and
equitable electoral process.
Gonda’s Superintendent of
Police Vineet Jaiswal was of
the opinion that the
sensitisation efforts will also
help address the diverse
challenges faced by the
transgender community,
including healthcare and
access to Government
schemes.
This collaborative endeavour
represents a significant step
towards fostering a more
inclusive and participatory
democracy in Gonda.

From Page 1
“The Congress did not fulfil

any of its promises made in its
earlier manifestos for the
Assembly and Lok Sabha
elections,” he charged.
Describing the Opposition
party’s poll promises as “lies”,
the BJP leader said Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
has promised to roll out a
scheme to provide Rs 1 lakh to
every woman every year,

whereas none of the
Congress-ruled States
implemented Rahul Gandhi’s
earlier promise of Rs 76,000 to
people every year.  
“Which are the Congress-
ruled States where Rahul’s
promise of giving Rs 76,000 to
people has been
implemented?” he asked.
He alleged that the Congress,
when in power, had not done
justice with India’s youth and
to the country’s economy,
industry, military and
security.  “Those who did not
do justice to India’s cultural
pride, social harmony and
capacity have reappeared in
disguise and are promising to
do justice today,” he charged.

Trivedi alleged that the
Congress remained successful
in “misleading” people in the
past when the “media was not
free, literacy rate was low and
communication mediums
were not so strong.”  “But time
has now changed. It’s not
possible to create a veil of lies,”
he said.
Trivedi said the BJP formed its
Government for the first time
at the Centre in 1998 when the
country’s literacy rate was
about 50 per cent and the
party formed its Government
with a clear majority under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership when the
country’s literacy rate went up
to about 60 per cent.  

“Now when the country’s
literacy rate is going above 75
per cent, we are also moving
forward to achieve the target
of securing 400-plus seats (in
this Lok Sabha election),” he
said, adding that the Congress
is on its way to go into
“oblivion”.
“Recently the social media
chairperson said she was not
aware who was handling her
social media account. At least
the party should know who
was making their manifesto at
least,” Trivedi said. Showing
the photo used in the
environment section, Trivedi
said the photo was from the
favourite destination of Rahul
--- Thailand. 

From Page 1
In a significant development,
Shivpal Yadav’s son, Aditya
Yadav, is poised to enter
electoral politics, potentially
succeeding his father as the
party’s candidate for the
Baduan parliamentary seat.
This follows a resolution from
the Gunnaur Assembly
segment, indicating a shift
towards younger leadership
within the party.
Party had already declared
Shivpal Singh Yadav, Chacha
of Akhilesh Yadav as
candidate from Budaun, but
Aditya’s entry further
enhances the Yadav clan’s
political influence in Uttar
Pradesh, with several family
members already holding
significant positions within
the State.

From Page 1
Targeted assassinations
increased significantly in 2023,
with sources in Pakistan’s
intelligence accusing India of
involvement in the suspected
deaths of about 15 people,
most of whom were shot at
close range by unknown
gunmen, the report said.

According to Pakistani
investigators, these deaths were
orchestrated by Indian
intelligence sleeper cells mostly
operating out of the United
Arab Emirates.
The report was supported by

recent claims by Canada,
alleging the involvement of the
Indian Government in the
killing of Khalistani terrorist,
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, who was
shot dead outside a gurdwara
in Surrey on June 18, 2023.

Quoting an unnamed Indian
intelligence operative, the
report also claimed India had
drawn inspiration from
intelligence agencies such as
Israel’s Mossad and Russia’s
KGB, which have been linked
to extrajudicial killings on
foreign soil. He also said the
killing of the Saudi journalist
and dissident Jamal
Khashoggi, who was murdered
in 2018 in the Saudi Embassy,
had been directly cited by
RAW officials.

Ties between India and
Pakistan have been strained for
the past many years owing to
Pakistan sponsoring terrorism,
allegedly providing shelters to
India’s declared terrorists and
its illegal occupation of
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK).

Congress releases Nyay Patra... ��������	��
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BJP dubs
Congress
manifesto...

India denies targeted killings... ����������� Returning...

From Page 1
The commission has also
fixed Rs 10 for per chair, Rs
25 for per table, Rs 110 per
stage sofa, Rs 60 for desert
cooler, Rs 2- per tubelight, Rs
21 per meter ladi light, Rs
7360 for hiring public
address system including
loudspeaker with amplifier
and microphone, cord, Rs
two per sticker, Rs 1,107 per
videographer, Rs 4,000 for
drone per event and Rs
12,000 for bus, Rs 2,460 for
hiring a Tata 407.
In Ghaziabad, Vegetarian
thali for Rs 100, a samosa or
a cup of tea for Rs 10, kachori
for Rs 15, a sandwich for Rs
25, and a kilogram of jalebi
for Rs 90 is fixed by the poll
body. Similarly, a farmhouse
will cost Rs 22,000 per day

while a marriage lawn will
cost Rs 11,000. The
administration has set a
standard rate for each article
of furniture such as chair (Rs
13 per piece), sofa (Rs 80),
and bed (Rs 40). Rates have
also been set for rose garland
(Rs 120), marigold garland
(Rs 12), and a bouquet (Rs
180).
Those wishing to rope in the

service of a DJ would have to
ensure the cost does not
exceed Rs 4,200 per day. The
administration has also fixed
the rate of items such as
bucket (Rs 4), plastic glass
(Rs 2), tray (Rs 7), and jug
(Rs 4).

For advertisement, a steel
frame hoarding will cost Rs
29.50 per square feet, a
wooden frame hoarding Rs
12.29, and simple hoarding
(3x2) Rs 100 per piece.
Among electronic items, the
rate of one drone camera per
15 minutes has been fixed at
Rs 16,000.

Under the refreshment
heads, rates of a total of 26
items have been fixed
including non-vegetarian
thali (Rs 180), puri sabzi (Rs
30 per plate), sandwich (Rs
25) and cashew barfi (Rs 700
per kg).
In terms of vehicles, a Tata
safari or a Honda City
(including fuel) will cost Rs
3,500 per day.
While the rate for running

advertisements in multiplex
cinema houses has been fixed
at Rs 463 per screen per
second per week, the rate of
printing advertisements per
square centimetre in various
newspapers ranges from Rs
21.41 to Rs 291.85.

According to EC, in most
States, including Andhra
Pradesh, the expenditure
ceiling for a Lok Sabha
candidate is set at Rs 95 lakh.
However, in Arunachal
Pradesh, Goa and Sikkim,
the limit is slightly lower at
Rs 75 lakh per candidate.

Tea to
elephants...
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The Delhi High Court on
Friday directed inspection

of the coaching centres oper-
ating in the Mukherjee Nagar
area by a team of lawyers and
the fire services here while
seeking a report with respect to
their status and safety.
A bench headed by Justice
Yashwant Varma also asked the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) to file a status
report stating the total number
of coaching centres in the
locality.
The court’s order came on a
batch of cases concerning the
operation of coaching centres
in the area, including a case
registered by it on its own after
taking suo motu cognisance of
a fire that broke out at a coach-
ing centre there in June 2023.
During the hearing, the coun-
sel for MCD informed the
court that six coaching centres
have been sealed on account of
being non-compliant with the
applicable regulations and
action would be taken against
other defaulters as well.

The court was also informed
that around 21 centres have
closed down on their own and
notice of sealing has been
issued to over 20.
Amicus curiae advocate
Gautam Narayan said that
although some centres have
closed their operation, new
centres might have come up in
their place.
“In view of the aforesaid, we
call upon the MCD to submit
a fresh status report setting out
the total number of coaching
centres which may be operat-

ing in Mukherjee Nagar as on
date,” the bench, also com-
prising Justice Ravinder
Dudeja, ordered.
“We also additionally consti-
tute an independent team
which would be headed by
amicus curiae Gautam
Nayaran and which would
independently inspect the area
and submit a report on coach-
ing centres operating there
and now many of them are in
compliance (with the applica-
ble regulations),” it further
said.

The court asked the member
secretary of Delhi State Legal
Services Authority to nominate
five empanelled lawyers to
assist Narayan in the exercise.
“We further direct Delhi Fire
Services to undertake an inde-
pendent exercise of verification
of the area in question and sub-
mit a report on non-confirm-
ing coaching centres that may
be identified,” the court said,
while directing that the matter
be listed for hearing after 3
weeks. The court said it would
also hear on the same date a
petition by the Coaching
Federation of India assailing
the inclusion of coaching cen-
tres in the definition of “edu-
cational buildings”, thus requir-
ing them to employ certain
specific measures for fire safe-
ty etc.
In February 2020, DDA mod-
ified its Unified Building Bye
Laws-2016 (UBBL-2016)
including Coaching Centres in
the definition of ‘Educational
Buildings’.
Counsel for the federation said
the coaching centres want the
children to be safe but their
inclusion as “educational insti-

tute” was arbitrary.
The federation has earlier
argued that under the UBBL,
educational institutes are
required to have several fea-
tures such as two staircases and
a playground which may not
be possible in an already exist-
ing residential building.
Last year, the high court had
registered a case on its own by
taking suo motu cognisance of
a fire that broke out at a coach-
ing centre in Mukherjee Nagar
in June and saw students
climbing down the building
using ropes.
A preliminary inquiry sug-
gested that the fire started
from an electricity metre board
in the five-storey building, the
officials said.
According to the police,
around 250 students were
attending classes at the build-
ing — Bhandari House — at
the time. The high court has
earlier ruled that “fire safety is
a must” and all coaching cen-
tres must either comply with
their statutory requirements
under the Delhi Master Plan,
2021 and other applicable reg-
ulations or face closure. 

HC directs inspection of coaching centres in Mukherjee Nagar
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
(LG) Vinai Kumar Saxena

and Delhi Health Minister
Saurabh Bhardwaj have yet
again entered in a war of words,
with the former blaming the
AAP leader for ‘utter lack of
basic consumables’ in Delhi
Government hospital on Friday
while the latter inviting the
Centre appointed LG to visit
the hospitals where majority of
patients come from BJP ruled
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana.
Launching a scathing attack on
the ruling AAP government,
the LG said, “I am writing with
reference to your U.O note
number Min health/2024/1182
dated 4th April 2024 drawing
attention to the utter lack of
basic consumables in Dr
Hedgewar Arogya Sansthan

and Chacha Nehru Bal
Chikitsalaya.”
Claiming that ‘the much tout-
ed ‘Delhi Model’ of health ser-
vice delivery lies in shambles’,
the Centre appointed LG said
that he is appalled at the pathet-
ic state of affairs prevailing in
Delhi government hospitals. “
I am surprised that hospitals in
the national capital run by the
Delhi government are not
equipped even with basic con-
sumables like cotton,” he said.
He said that the minister is
‘avoiding’ his responsibility In
the letter while accusing him of
making it a recurrent practice
to cast blame for deficiency
solely on the officers.
Hitting back at him, Bhardwaj
said, “I will be pleased to take
you to the hospitals of Delhi
Government where more than
50% patients are from neigh-

bouring Uttar Pradesh.” He
said that  the Chief Secretary
and Health Secretary are mis-
leading the AAP ruled Delhi
government by submitting that
there is no scarcity of medicines
& consumables.
“However, instead of solving
the issue, the Chief Secretary
and Health Secretary are mis-
leading the Government by
submitting that there is no
scarcity of medicines & con-
sumables. You have yourself
agreed in your communication
that there is scarcity of medi-
cines & consumables in hospi-
tals,” Bhardwaj said.
Meanwhile, Saxena claimed
that over the last one decade,
there has been a complete lack
of oversight in the health sec-
tor. “Infrastructure is grossly
inadequate in some cases, while
it is nonfunctional in others,”

he said.
“I had written to the chief min-
ister way back in June last year,
that apart from construction of
only one new hospital at
Siraspur, which had huge time
and cost overruns, no new
hospitals have been established

during the last nine years. In
existing hospitals, addition of
beds was badly delayed,” LG
claimed, while saying that
Bhardwaj disregarded his invi-
tation to discuss issues of pub-
lic importance related to
healthcare by giving ‘frivolous

excuses’.
He said that instead of taking
the issues in healthcare head
on, Bhardwaj consistently
choses to ‘shoot off misleading
missives and indulge in media
blame game’, claiming that the
High Court was so ‘anguished
with the miserable situation of
the health infrastructure, that
the division bench threatened
the AAP leader in open court
with imprisonment’.
Saxena reminded the Minister
that ‘health is a subject which
is wholly transferred to the
elected government under the
constitutional scheme of things
in GNCT of Delhi’. He said, “As
minister in charge, you should
not shy away from taking deci-
sions of portfolios assigned to
you in the council of ministers.
This grave situation should
ideally have been discussed

way back in the council of min-
isters, which is the highest
deliberative policy making
body of the government.”
In a bid to hit back at LG, the
AAP leader shared multiple
news reports where it is
claimed that LG has initiated
enquiries. He said, “It’s
nowhere mentioned that CM
led NCCSA has ordered those
enquiries.”
While stating that the health
conditions in the national cap-
ital are bad, Saxena remarked
“High Court had to step in
recently and constitute a com-
mittee of doctors to get a prop-
er assessment of health facili-
ties and a roadmap for invok-
ing correctives.” Further, he said
that this is a sad reflection on
the performance of the execu-
tive, if judicial action is
required to step in.

He shared, “several public
representatives, eminent doc-
tors and the real ‘aam aadmi’
of Delhi, whom I meet every
day, have shared innumer-
able experiences which high-
light the virtual collapse of
government health infra-
structure.”
Hitting out on AAP over
announcements of augmenta-
tion of beds in hospitals and
construction of new hospitals,
he said, “Sadly, announcements
which were made with much
fanfare were not followed up
with the zeal and urgency that
was warranted.”
Delhi Minister in his response
to LG asked several questions
including “Why is LG not say-
ing even a word about initiation
of enquiry against the Chief
Secretary and Health
Secretary?”

LG, Minister spar over lack of basic amenities in hospitals
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The Election Commission
(EC)on Friday issued a

show-cause notice to Delhi
minister and AAP leader
Atishi, asking her to back with
facts her statement that the
BJP approached her to join the
party.  She was asked to reply
by Monday.
The BJP moved the commis-
sion earlier against her claim
that the party reached out to
her through someone close
and asked her to join it.
The notice issued by the
Election Commission read,
“...You are a minister in the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi and
leader of a national party. The
electors tend to believe what-
ever is being said from public
forum by their leaders and in
that sense the statements made
by them affect the campaign
discourse.”
The poll panel said it expects
that there must be a “factual
foundation” to the statements

made by the AAP leader and
since the veracity of the state-
ments made has been con-
tested, she must be able to
back it with a factual basis. The
AAP leader has been asked to
respond by Monday noon.
“Now, therefore, you are here-
by called upon to furnish your
para wise response to the mat-
ter...,” the notice added. 
Reacting to the notice,  Atishi
alleged that the notice was
leaked to the media by the BJP
an hour before the EC sent it
to her through email. 

Atishi said that news was
flashed at 11:15 AM on Friday
that she has been issued a
notice by the EC whereas she
got it through email at 11:45
AM.  “It means the news of EC
notice was first planted to the
media by the BJP and then the
EC gave the notice. I want to
ask the Election Commission
of the country - have you
become a subsidiary organi-
sation of the BJP,” she said.
The senior AAP leader said
she will reply to the notice and
remind the Election

Commission of the neutrality
and non-partisanship expect-
ed of it in conducting free and
fair elections in the country.

The Election Commission
has been given a very big
responsibility by the
Constitution to save democ-
racy in the country, she said.
Atishi said the present three
election commissioners had
predecessors like T N Seshan,
and added, “You are running
an Election Commission that
is looked up to by the whole
world and praised for. No
question is ever raised on the
impartiality of elections in a
country like India.”
“I want to appeal the EC not

to bow down before the BJP
and its central government.
The three election commis-
sioners will be remembered by
the country for 100 years for
all the wrong reasons if they
do not allow level-playing
field and free and fair elec-
tions,” she said.
The BJP lodged a complaint
with the EC on March 4 and
the poll body within hours

issued the notice to her, Atishi
claimed and asked why no
notices were sent to the cen-
tral agencies for their action
against opposition parties and
leaders during elections.
Delhi BJP President Virendra
Sachdeva said Atishi has
crossed all limits of political
and administrative decorum
by raising fingers on the inde-
pendence and fairness of the
election commission.
The political conduct and her
repeated attacks on the con-
stitutional bodies clearly shows
that Atishi is a product of
school of naxalism. Sachdeva
said it would have been better
if before raising finger towards
Election Commission and
reminding the commissioners
about T N Seshan, Atishi
could have asked Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal to
follow the precedent of Madan
Lal Khurana who resigned on
being just named in a politi-
cally motivated case diary
unlike Arvind Kejriwal who
has been arrested in the huge
liquor scam. 
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The Enforcement
Directorate on Friday

opposed the plea moved by
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal before a city court for
more time with his lawyer, say-
ing special privileges cannot be
extended to him merely
because he wants to run the
government from inside the
jail. The ED made its submis-
sions before the special judge
for CBI and ED cases Kaveri
Baweja, who reserved the
order on Kejriwal’s plea for
Monday.
Kejriwal’s counsel told the
judge that multiple cases were
pending against the politician
and that one hour a week was
insufficient for a person to
understand and give instruc-
tions.
“This is the most basic legal
right that I am asking to meet
my advocate. Sanjay Singh
was granted three meetings
when he had only five or eight
cases,” the counsel said.

The ED opposed Kejriwal’s
prayer for five meetings with
his lawyer every week, saying
it was was against the jail
manual.
The central probe agency told
the court that Kejriwal was
already allowed to have two
meetings with his lawyers
instead of one which is the
general practice.
“When a person is in jail his
stature outside is irrelevant
and he is treated equally (like
other prisoners). They have
already been allowed two
meetings in a week. One of the
consequences of JC (judicial
custody) is that your exposure
to the outside world is limit-
ed and in accordance with law.
“Merely because someone
chooses to run the govern-
ment from the prison he can-
not be treated as an exception
and cannot be granted the
privilege,” the ED’s counsel
told the judge. He alleged that
legal interviews were being
misused by Kejriwal for pur-
poses other than consulta-

tion.
Kejriwal has issued some
instructions on matters relat-
ed to governance from behind
bars. His Aam Aadmi Party
has asserted he will run the
government from jail.
“If you are under valid judicial
custody, certain rights are cur-
tailed. You don’t have absolute
rights... They are curtailed in
accordance with the jail man-
uals,” the ED said. The ED’s
submissions were opposed by
the defence counsel.
“People are unequally treated
and you have to balance them.
Here is a person who has 30
cases going on against him….
Can I be equated with some-
one who has one case against
them?” Kejriwal’s counsel
said.
Kejriwal had moved the
application claiming that two
meetings every week with his
lawyer, as permitted by the
court, was not sufficient since
he was facing multiple cases
in various states and needed
more time for consultation.
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A48-year-old man alleged-
ly committed suicide after

killing his wife and a four year
old daughter  in a building in
outer Delhi’s Nihal Vihar area
on Friday. The three bodies
were discovered by the
accused’s 22 year old son
Kushal upon returning from
work.
Deceased has been identified
as Ajay who was found hang-
ing from the ceiling fan, hav-
ing blood over his body. The
wife Teena, aged 38 years, was
found with her daughter with
blood over their bodies lying
on the bed.
The accused Ajay’s body was
first discovered by his son
when he returned home after
work on Friday morning and
found the house locked in the
Nihal Vihar area in outer
Delhi. Upon checking from a
window, he found his father
hanging and informed the
landlord,  who then
approached the police around

9.30 am, Deputy
Commissioner of  Police
(outer) Jimmy Chiram said.
The police officials reached
the spot immediately.
DCP said, “It was found that
a male person namely Ajay
S/o Ram Chandra Age 42 Yrs
was found hanging from ceil-
ing fan, who was having
blood over his body.  A female
namely Teena W/o Ajay Age
38 Yrs was found with her

daughter aged four years with
blood over their bodies lying
on the bed.”
They were killed using some
sharp weapon, the police said.
The door of the room was
found locked from inside.
Crime team and the Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL)
team were called on the spot.
Deceased worked as a halwai
and his son Kushal, who dis-
covered the bodies, worked as
an electrician. The family
lived on the ground floor of
the building while the house
owner lives on the first floor.
“When we checked further,

Teena was found with her
daughter Varsha with blood
over their bodies lying on the
bed. Prima facie, it seems
that they were killed using
some sharp weapon,” said the
DCP, adding that a case under
section 302 Indian Penal
Code (Punishment for mur-
der) has been registered. The
motive of the crime is not
clear yet  and further investi-
gation is going on. 
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AAP leader Manish Sisodia
has written a letter from

Tihar Jail to the people of his
Assembly constituency, com-
paring his plight with the atroc-
ities committed by the
Britishers against freedom
fighters and asserting his com-
mitment to education. The for-
mer Deputy Chief Minister,
who has been arrested in con-
nection with the Delhi excise
policy scam case, also expressed
hope that he will be out of jail
soon. The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) shared the letter, written
in Hindi, on X.
“Will meet you soon outside.

The British rulers also had
arrogance of power and they
sent people to jail in false
cases,” he said and added that
Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson
Mandela, who spent many years
in jail, were his inspiration.
Sisodia’s bail hearing is sched-
uled in a Delhi court on
Saturday.
In the letter to people of his

assembly constituency
Patparganj in east Delhi,
Sisodia, said a struggle for
good education and schools is
underway like people fought for
freedom of the country.
“Education revolution
Zindabad. Love you all,”
Sisodia, who also served as edu-
cation minister in the Kejriwal
government before his arrest,
said in the letter.
Sisodia said his love for the peo-
ple of his constituency has
increased while being incar-
cerated and that they were his

strength. Despite the dictator-
ship of the British rulers the
dream of freedom was realised.
Similarly, every child will get a
good education one day, Sisodia
said.  Good education is nec-
essary for a developed country,
he added.
Reacting to the letter, Delhi BJP
Secretary Harish Khurana and
Media Head Praveen Shankar
Kapoor have said that Manish
Sisodia’s letter from the jail
coming after a long time seems
to be an effort to prove his polit-
ical existence.
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The BJP on Friday accused
Aam Aadmi Party MP

Sanjay Singh of violating his
bail condition that he will not
speak about the Delhi excise
scam case in which he was
arrested, and asserted that his
action will have serious con-
sequences.

BJP national spokesperson
and senior advocate Gaurav
Bhatia told a press conference
that Singh’s lawyer had given
an undertaking in the
Supreme Court that he will
not speak about the case but
he has been referring to the
matter in his interaction with
the media and has been claim-
ing that no scam has hap-
pened.
The AAP MP is also giving

“clean chit” to other accused,
including Delhi Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal and former
deputy CM Manish Sisodia,
the two party leaders who
remain in jail, Bhatia said.
Singh has been making factu-
ally incorrect statements to
mislead people, the BJP leader
said.

“It will have consequences
and they will be very serious,”
he said, accusing him of “con-
tempt” of the apex court.
Singh has alleged that wit-

nesses were made to make
statements against the AAP
leaders under coercion, he
said, noting that many of these
statements have been made
before a magistrate under
Section 164 of the CrPC.
There can’t be any coercion in
statements made before a
magistrate, Bhatia added.  It is
in the character of the AAP to
violate constitutional provi-
sions and commit contempt of
courts, he alleged. 
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AAP MP Sanjay Singh on
Friday said the senior lead-

ership of the BJP hatched a
conspiracy to put Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
behind bars in the excise pol-
icy case. Addressing a Press
conference two days after com-
ing out of jail, Singh accused
the BJP of pressurising Raghav
Magunta, who is an accused-
turned-approver in the Delhi
excise policy case, into giving
a false statement against
Kejriwal.
The Delhi chief minister was
arrested on March 21 in con-
nection with the excise policy-
linked money laundering case.
Singh, who was also arrested in
connection with the case, said
action was taken against
Raghav Magunta’s father --
YSR Congress Party Lok Sabha
MP Magunta Srinivasulu
Reddy -- on September 16,
2022.
“He was pressurised into giving
a false statement against
Kejriwal but when he refused,
his son Raghav Reddy was
arrested. After continuous

questioning, Raghav Reddy
changed his statement against
Kejriwal and became a part of
a larger conspiracy,” Singh
alleged. The Rajya Sabha MP
said there is a person Magunta
Reddy, who gave three state-
ments, and his son Raghav
Magunta gave seven state-
ments. The father and the son
gave 10 statements (to ED).
When ED asked him (Magunta
Reddy) on September 16, 2022
did he meet Arvind Kejriwal.
He said he met Arvind Kejriwal
regarding the land for a chari-
table trust. After that his son
Raghav Magunta is arrested
and he is put in jail for five
months and then he (Magunta

Reddy) changes his statement.
“A big conspiracy has taken
place to put Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal behind bars. The BJP
is responsible for the liquor
scam and the senior leadership
of the party is involved in
this,” he charged. No immedi-
ate reactions from either the
BJP or the Reddys were avail-
able.
Singh further said Kejriwal is
an honest leader and wants to
provide the best healthcare
and education to the people of
Delhi. “Kejriwal has led a life of
honesty... He aims to provide
good education to the children
and good health facilities to the
people of Delhi,” Singh said.

BJP leadership conspired to put Kejriwal behind bars: Sanjay
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The Education Ministry text
book and research arm,

National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) has revised
the class 11 and 12th Political
Science books by dropping
references to the demolition of
Babri Masjid in Ayodhya, the
killing of Muslims in Gujarat
riots and Hindutva and has
tweaked the reference to
Manipur’s merger with India.
While NCERT did not com-
ment on the topics being
dropped, officials said the
tweaks are part of the routine
updation and are not linked to
the development of new books
as per the New Curriculum
Framework (NCF). The
changes have been made in
Political Science textbooks of

classes 11 and 12, besides oth-
ers.
According to a document
detailing the changes prepared
by the curriculum drafting
committee of the NCERT, the
references to the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement have
been tweaked “as per latest
development in politics”.
Chapter 8 on Secularism in
class 11 textbook earlier said,
“More than 1,000 persons,
mostly Muslims, were massa-
cred during the post Godhra
riots in Gujarat in 2002.”
It has been changed to “more
than 1,000 persons were killed
during the post Godhra riots in
Gujarat in 2002”. The NCERT’s
rationale behind the change is
“in any riots people across
communities suffer. It cannot
be just one community”.
On Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, the earlier textbook

stated “India claims that this
area is under illegal occupation.
Pakistan describes this area as
Azad Pakistan”. The changed
version says, “However, it is the
Indian territory which is under
illegal occupation of Pakistan
and called as Pakistan occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (POJK).”
The NCERT’s rationale behind
the alteration is that the
“change that has been intro-
duced is in complete concur-
rence with the latest position of
the Govt of India in regard to
Jammu and Kashmir”.  
On Manipur, the earlier text-
book stated, “The Government
of India succeeded in pres-
surising the Maharaja into
signing a Merger Agreement in
September 1949, without con-
sulting the popularly elected
Legislative Assembly of
Manipur. This caused a lot of
anger and resentment in

Manipur, the repercussions of
which are still being felt.”
The changed version says, “The
Government of India succeed-
ed in persuading the Maharaja
into signing a Merger
Agreement in September 1949.”

In chapter 8, Recent
Developments in Indian
Politics, references to the
“Ayodhya demolition” has been
dropped.
“What is the legacy of the
Ram Janmabhoomi movement

and the Ayodhya demolition
for the nature of political
mobilisation?” has been
changed to “What is the lega-
cy of the Ram Janmabhoomi
movement?”. In the same chap-
ter, references to the Babri
Masjid and the politics of
Hindutva were dropped.
The earlier paragraph read:
“Fourth, a number of events
culminated in the demolition
of the disputed structure at
Ayodhya (known as Babri
Masjid) in December 1992.
This event symbolised and
triggered various changes in the
politics of the country and
intensified debates about the
nature of Indian nationalism
and secularism. These devel-
opments are associated with the
rise of the BJP and the politics
of ‘Hindutva’.”
This was changed to: “Fourth,
the centuries old legal and

political dispute over the Ram
Janmabhoomi Temple in
Ayodhya started influencing
the politics of India which
gave birth to various political
changes. The Ram
Janmabhoomi Temple
Movement, becoming the cen-
tral issue, transformed the
direction of the discourse on
secularism and democracy.
These changes culminated in
the construction of the Ram
Temple at Ayodhya following
the decision of the constitu-
tional bench of the Supreme
Court (which was announced
on November 9, 2019).”
In chapter 5 titled “Democratic
Rights”, a reference to the
Gujarat riots was dropped in
the caption to a news collage.
The earlier version was – “Do
you notice references to the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) in the

news collage on this Page?
These references reflect the
growing awareness of human
rights and struggles for human
dignity. Many cases of human
rights violations in diverse
fields, for instance, Gujarat
riots, are being brought to the
public notice from across
India.” This was changed to
“Many cases of human rights
violations in diverse fields are
being brought to the public
notice from across India.” The
NCERT had last week com-
municated to CBSE schools
that new textbooks have been
developed for classes 3 and 6
while the textbooks for other
classes as per NCF remain
unchanged.  However, the
series of changes will now be
introduced in the books which
are yet to hit the market even
as the new session has already
begun.
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In a breather to about 17 lakh
madarsa students,  the

Supreme Court on Friday
stayed an order of the
Allahabad High Court that
scrapped the Uttar Pradesh
Board of Madarsa Education
Act, 2004 calling it “unconsti-
tutional” and violative of the
principle of secularism.
Observing that the issues
raised in the petitions merit
closer reflection, a three-judge
bench headed by Chief Justice
D Y Chandrachud issued
notices to the Centre, the
Uttar Pradesh government
and others on the pleas against
the high court order.
“The object and purpose of
Madarsa board is regulatory in
nature and the Allahabad HC
is not prima facie correct that
establishment of board will
breach secularism,” the bench,
also comprising Justices J B
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra,
said.
The top court said the high
court “prima facie” miscon-
strued the provisions of the
Madarsa Act, which does not
provide for any religious
instruction.
“The finding of the high court

that the very establishment of
the board would violate secu-
larism appears to conflate
Madarsa education with the
regulatory powers of the
board.
“If the concern was to ensure
that the students of Madarsas
receive quality education, the
remedy would not lie in strik-
ing down the Madarsa Act but
in issuing suitable directions to
ensure that the students are
not deprived of quality edu-
cation,” the bench said.
The apex court said the high
court, while striking down
the provisions of the Madarsa
Act, directed relocation of the
students.
“This would affect 17 lakh
students....We are of the view
that direction of relocation of
students to other schools was
not warranted,” it said.
“State shall file counter on or
before June 30, 2024. SLP be
listed for final disposal in 2nd
week of June 2024. The
impugned order and judge-
ment of the high court dated
March 22, 2024, shall remain
stayed,” the bench ordered.
At the outset, senior advocate
Abhishek Singhvi, appearing
for the Managers Association
Madaris, a body of Madarsas,

submitted that the Madarsa
regime, which had existed for
120 years, has now been dis-
rupted suddenly, impacting
17 lakh students and 10,000
teachers.
Terming the reasons given by
the high court as “astonishing”,
Singvhi said it did not exam-
ine the locus standi of the peti-
tioner who challenged the
Act.
Refuting the high court’s con-
tention that modern subjects
were not taught in Madarsas,
Singhvi submitted that Maths,
Science, Hindi, English and
other subjects were taught

there. He said it was wrong to
assume that only religious
education was imparted at
Madarsas.
“We also have very famous
Gurukuls in Haridwar and
Rishikesh which are doing
very good work. My father had
a degree from there. Do you
shut them down saying they
are places of religious instruc-
tion?
“A regime is there uninter-
rupted for 120 years. 17 lakh
students and 10,000 teachers
cannot be absorbed with the
academic year ending as it
would create chaos,” Singhvi

said.
Additional Solicitor General K
M Nataraj, appearing for Uttar
Pradesh, submitted that the
state government defended
the Act but has accepted the
high court’s judgement which
struck down the law.
“When the state accepts the
judgement, the state cannot be
burdened to bear the expens-
es of the legislation now. The
State is competent to repeal the
legislation as well. If the mat-
ter requires consideration,
then I am not coming in the
way,” Nataraj said, adding that
no Madarsa is being shut
down by the government.
Nataraj said the UP govern-
ment bears a financial burden
of Rs 1,096 crore every year in
aid to Madarasas.
Attorney General K
Venkataramani said the high
court’s judgment does not
have the impact of paralysing
the Madarsas and the only
consequence would be that
there won’t be any State aid for
them.”In the facts presented
before the High Court, I could
not persuade myself to say that
the High Court order was
incorrect. We are on the entan-
glement of religion. Any
entanglement of religion is

the question here,” he added.
The top court has posted the
petitions for hearing in the
second week of July.
The high court had on March
22 declared the Uttar Pradesh
Board of Madarsa Education
Act, 2004, “unconstitutional”
and violative of the principle
of secularism, and asked the
state government to accom-
modate students in the formal
schooling system.
The high court had declared
the law ultra vires on a writ
petition filed by advocate
Anshuman Singh Rathore.
It had said the state has “no
power to create a board for
religious education or to estab-
lish a board for school educa-
tion only for a particular reli-
gion and philosophy associat-
ed with it.”
“We hold that the Madarsa
Act, 2004, is violative of the
principle of secularism, which
is a part of the basic structure
of the Constitution of India,”
the high court had said.
The petitioner had challenged
the constitutionality of the
UP Madarsa Board as well as
objected to the management of
Madarsas by the Minority
Welfare Department instead of
the education department.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has identi-

fied Mussavir Hussain Shazib
as the key accused who car-
ried out the blast at a cafe in
Bengaluru on March 1 and
Abdul Matheen Taahaa as
the co-conspirator.
As part of the efforts to locate
and arrest the absconding
accused persons, the NIA has
conducted searches at 18 loca-
tions in Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Uttar Pradesh, an
NIA spokesperson said.
In the Rameshwaram Cafe
blast case, the NIA has iden-
tified the accused person who
carried out the IED blast as
Mussavir Hussain Shazib and
the co-conspirator as Abdul
Matheen Taahaa, both resi-
dents of Thirthahalli  in
Shivamogga distr ict  of
Karnataka.
Several people were injured in
the blast at the cafe located at
ITPL Road, Brookefield,
Bengaluru. Further, as part of
the investigation, Muzammil

Shareef, a resident of Khalsa,
Chikkamagaluru,  who
extended logistics support to
the main accused persons,
was arrested on March 26 and
was examined in police cus-
tody, the spokesperson said.
The agency declared rewards of
Rs 10 lakh on information
leading to the arrest of each of
the absconders on March 29.
The NIA has been summoning
and examining all acquain-
tances, including college and
school friends, of the abscond-
ing and arrested accused per-
sons to gather evidence and
information in the case, the
spokesperson said.
It being a terror incident,
any information on the iden-
tity of the witnesses may put
them in risk in addition to
hampering investigation.
Also, unverified news items
hamper effective investiga-
tion in the case, the agency
said.
The NIA sought the cooper-
ation of all for the arrest of the
absconding accused persons,
the spokesperson said.
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In a move to increase voters’
turnout for the Lok Sabha

elections, the Election
Commission (EC) has identi-
fied around 266 Parliamentary
Constituencies including 215 in
rural areas and 51 urban areas,
which recorded low turnout in
the previous elections , and is
now planning targeted inter-
vention. The Commission has
held a meeting with municipal
commissioners from major
cities and select district elec-
tions to discuss the voters’ apa-
thy and how to motivate voters
to cast their votes. Polling for
the seven-phased Lok Sabha
polls begins on April 19.  
As per a data shared by the EC,
at least 11 States/UTs namely
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, NCT of
Delhi, Maharashtra,
Uttarakhand, Telangana,
Gujarat, Punjab, Rajasthan,

J&K and Jharkhand had a voter
turnout lower than the nation-
al average of 67.40% in the 2019
Lok Sabha elections.  Out of the
total 50 rural polling centres
across 11 states identified with
lower voter turnout than the
national average in 2019, 40
polling centres (PCs) are from
Uttar Pradesh (22 PCs) and
Bihar (18PCs). In UP, 51-
Phulpur PC recorded the low-
est turnout of 48.7%, while in
Bihar, 29-Nalanda PC record-
ed lowest turnout of 48.79%.
“Of the 50 PCs with the lowest
voter turnout in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls, 17 were found to
be in metropolitans or major
cities reflecting an unfortunate
trend of urban apathy. The
same trend has been seen in the
past few state assembly elec-
tions. In the Gujarat Assembly
polls in 2022,  Gandhidham
assembly constituency  in
Kachchh district, which has

industrial establishments,
recorded lowest polling per-
centage of 48.14 percent, a
sharp decline of almost 6 per-
cent than the last election in
2017, recording a new low”.
“Similarly, Lok Sabha and
Assembly polls in Himachal
Pradesh in 2022,  the Shimla
assembly constituency in
Shimla District (State Capital)
recorded the lowest polling
percentage of 63.48 percenta-
gainst the State Average Poll %
of 75.78%. It has been observed
that all rural assembly con-
stituencies have voted more in
percentage terms than urban
assembly constituencies of
Surat. The difference in lowest
urban assembly constituency  of
Surat with highest rural assem-
bly constituency is as much as
25%. Similarly, in the State
Legislative Assembly Election of
Karnataka 2023, AC
Bommanahalli in Bangalore

(Bangalore South) recorded the
lowest VTR of 47.5% as com-
pared to State Average VTR of
73.84 percent,” the Commission
said.
The parliamentary constituen-
cies in Bihar where voter
turnout was lower than the
national average in the last
Lok Sabha polls include Patna
Sahib (45.80 per cent), Nalanda

(48.79 per cent), Karakat (49.09
per cent), Nawada (49.73 per
cent), Jahanabad (51.76 per
cent) and Arrah (51.81 per
cent).  Aurangabad (53.76 per
cent), Madhubani (53.82 per
cent), Mahrajgang (53.82 per
cent), Buxar (53.95), Sasaram
(54.72 per cent), Siwan (54.73
per cent) and Munger (54.90
per cent) are also on the list.

In Delhi, voter turn out was
recorded 62.78 percent in
Chandni Chowk, 63.86 percent
in North East Delhi, 61.70 per-
cent in East Delhi, 56.91 percent
in New Delhi, 58.97 percent in
North West Delhi, 60.82 per-
cent in West Delhi and 58.75
percent in South Delhi.
Chennai North, Chennai South
and Chennai Central were also
recorded 64.26 percent; 57.07
percent and 58.98 percent voter
turn out in the previous elec-
tions.
Addressing the participants,
Chief Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar stressed that ‘one
size fits all’ approach will not
work and different strategies
have to be worked out for dif-
ferent areas and
segments.Kumar emphasised
on a three-pronged strategy of
providing facilitation at polling
stations, such as queue man-
agement, sheltered parking in

congested areas; targeted out-
reach and communication; and
involvement of critical stake-
holders including RWAs, local
icons and youth influencers to
persuade people to come to
polling stations on voting day.
Kumar emphasised on a three-
pronged strategy of providing
facilitation at polling stations,
such as queue management,
sheltered parking in congested
areas; targeted outreach and
communication; and involve-
ment of critical stakeholders
including RWAs, local icons
and youth influencers to per-
suade people to come to polling
stations on voting day. He told
officials to prepare a booth-wise
action plan for enhanced par-
ticipation and behaviour
change.
He asked the participants to
prepare different strategies for
urban and rural areas and plan
interventions accordingly for

different target audiences. 
Urban specific hurdles to
increased voter turnout were
identified and targeted city-spe-
cific interventions were
planned. The officers were
encouraged to develop tailored,
region-specific outreach pro-
grams that resonate with the
unique needs and demograph-
ics of their constituencies. The
Commission recalled that near-
ly 29.7 crore eligible voters did
not vote in the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections “underscoring the
scale of the problem which
calls for proactive measures”.
In the last Lok Sabha elections,
of the 50 seats with the lowest
voter turnout, 17 were in met-
ropolitans or major cities. It said
recent elections across various
states have highlighted trends of
urban apathy towards the elec-
toral process, warranting tar-
geted interventions and collab-
orative endeavours.

EC plans intervention in 266 constituencies to improve voter turnout
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In a swift operation, Indian
Coast Guard (ICG) rescued

27 Bangladeshi fishermen on
Thursday stranded on their
fishing boat at sea, officials said
here on Friday. The rescued
fishermen were later handed
over the Bangladesh Coast
Guard.
Giving details, they said at
about 1130 am, Indian Coast
Guard Ship Amogh during
patrol at Indo-Bangladesh
International Maritime Border
Line (IMBL), sighted a
Bangladeshi fishing boat (BFB)
Sagar II, adrift inside Indian
waters.
During investigation it was
revealed that the boat had a
steering gear breakdown for the
last two days and had been
adrift since then, which lead to
the boat drifting inside Indian
waters.
The Indian Coast Guard tech-
nical team tried to identify and
rectify the defect, but it was
observed that the rudder of the
boat was completely damaged

and could not be repaired at
sea.
As the sea state and weather
conditions were conducive, it
was decided that the distressed
boat will be towed to the Indo-
Bangladesh IMBL and handed
over to another Bangladeshi
fishing boat operating across
IMBL or to Bangladesh Coast
Guard Ship, in accordance with
the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between
Indian Coast Guard and
Bangladesh Coast Guard.
In the Meantime Indian Coast

Guard Regional Headquarters
at Kolkata established com-
munication with Bangladesh
Coast Guard and informed
them about the incident and
plan of action.
Bangladesh Coast Guard Ship
(BCGS) Kamaruzzaman was
deployed by BCG for towing of
BFB. BCG Ship
Kamaruzzaman arrived near
the IMBL at about  6.45 pm and
ICGS Amogh handed over the
27 Bangladeshi fishermen
alongwith their boat to BCG
ship Kamaruzzaman.
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The Congress on Friday
promised that if it comes

to power, it will adopt the pre-
vious Ashok Gehlot
Government’s ‘Rajasthan
model’ of cashless insurance
of up to Rs 25 lakh for uni-
versal healthcare.
In its manifesto for the Lok
Sabha polls, the Congress
promised that healthcare will
be universal and free in pub-
lic health centres such as hos-
pitals, clinics, primary health
centres, mobile healthcare
units, dispensaries and health
camps. “Free healthcare will
include examination, diag-
nostics, treatment, surgery,
medicines, rehabilitation and
palliative care,” the party said.
The party said if it comes to
power,  Primar y Health
Centres (PHC) wil l  be
upgraded according to Indian
Public Health Standards, and
diagnostics will be added to
each PHC.
“We will encourage the intro-
duction of health insurance
schemes in the private sector

and public sector. The current
universal healthcare pro-
gramme will be redesigned for
different sections of the peo-
ple and will allow enlistment
of private hospitals, non-prof-
it health facilities and health
centres under the schemes,”
the manifesto said.
The party promised materni-
ty benefits to all women. “All
employers shall mandatorily
grant paid maternity leave for
their employees. Budget allo-
cation for Health will be
increased step by step every
year to achieve 4 per cent of
total expenditure by 2028-
29,” the Congress said in the
manifesto.
The Congress said it will dou-
ble the hardship allowance of
doctors serving in rural areas,
and provide suitable residence
facilities. “The contribution of
the central government to the
pay of frontline health work-
ers (such as ASHA,
Anganwadi, Mid-Day Meal
cooks, etc.) will be doubled,”
it said.
The party also promised that
it would establish a govern-

ment medical college-cum-
hospital in each district. “All
vacancies in medical and
paramedical posts in public
health institutions and all
vacancies in medical colleges
will be filled in three years,”
the manifesto said.
“No hospital or medical col-
lege shall be permitted to be
opened or allowed to function
unless 75 per cent of the med-
ical, paramedical and teaching
posts are filled,” it said.
The National  Medical
Commission Act shall be
reviewed, and the anomalies
and deficiencies removed, the
party said. The Congress also
promised that it would pass a
law to make acts of violence
against doctors and other
health professionals perform-
ing their duties an offence.
The manifesto, focusing on
five “pillars of justice” and 25
guarantees under them, was
released at the AICC head-
quarters in the presence of
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge and for-
mer party chiefs Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi.
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Acourt here on Friday
allowed the CBI to inter-

rogate BRS leader K Kavitha,
arrested in the Delhi excise
policy-related money laun-
dering case, in Tihar jail, rais-
ing the likelihood of her arrest
in the scheduled offence of
corruption.
Kavitha was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
in a money laundering case
linked to the alleged excise
policy scam on March 15. She
is currently in judicial custody.
Special Judge for ED and CBI
cases Kaveri Baweja permitted
the agency to interrogate
Kavitha.
The order was passed on the
plea filed by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
seeking the court’s permission
to interrogate Kavitha in judi-
cial custody.
The CBI, in its application,
sought the court’s permission

to “interrogate/quiz and
record the statement” of
Kavitha regarding WhatsApp
chats recovered from co-
accused Buchi Babu’s phone
and documents related to a
land deal after which Rs 100
crore was allegedly paid to the
Aam Aadmi Party in kick-
backs.
Since Kavitha is already in
judicial custody, the court’s
permission was required to
question her in jail.
Kavitha’s advocate Nitesh Rana
said the application was neither
served to the accused nor the
information about the hearing
given to the defence counsel.
“The order is passed without
the opportunity of hearing
given to the accused,” Rana said.
Kavitha had urged the court on
Thursday for enlarging her
on interim bail on account of
her 16-year-old son’s exams for
which he needed his mother’s
“moral and emotional sup-
port”. The judge has the
reserved order on her plea.
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Highlighting the work
done by his government

in the last 10 years, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday said it was just an
“appetiser” and the main
course is yet to come.
Addressing a rally in Churu,
his second election rally in
Rajasthan in three days, Modi
also accused the Congress of
insulting the Army and
dividing people and said this
represented the “identity” of
the opposition party.
He further said that the
country now is a “new India”,
which strikes within enemy
territory - an apparent
reference to counterstrikes in
Pakistan after terror attacks in
India. “Naya Bharat ghar
mein ghus kar maarta hai.”
“Today even the enemy
knows that this is Modi, this is
the new India,” the prime
minister added.
“No matter how much has
happened, whatever has
happened till now is a trailer.
What Modi has done so far, it
was just an appetiser and the
main course is still to come,”
he said. “There is a lot to be
done... There are a lot of
dreams. We have to take the
country far ahead.”
Attacking the Congress, Modi
said the country was in a bad
condition when the party was
in power.
“The economy had collapsed
due to the Congress’ big
scams and loot. India’s
reputation in the world was
declining... Even after so
many decades of
Independence, people were
struggling for basic necessities
of life,” he added.
“People thought that nothing
could change, everyone was
immersed in despair. In this
despair and frustration, in
2014, you gave a chance to the
son of the poor to serve you.
Disappointment and
frustration cannot come close
to Modi. I decided that the
situation has to change,” the
prime minister said, adding
that India is his family.
In a big crisis like the
COVID-19 pandemic when
the whole world thought
India would be ruined, “we
Indians made the country
the fifth-largest economy in
the world”, he said.
“I could have also said that the
whole world has faced a
disaster, what should I do?
Maybe the countrymen
would have accepted it, but
Modi did not choose that
path,” the prime minister
added.
Today, “Modi’s guarantee” is
being discussed in the
country, he said, adding that
Rajasthan is an example of

PTI ■ CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Friday alleged that the
Congress, during their rule,
used to treat the poor only as
votebank whereas the
Narendra Modi government
initiated several schemes for
their benefit and brought
smiles on the faces of the poor.
The Congress only exploited
the poor. They gave the slogan
of ‘garibi hatao’ but took no
steps towards poverty
alleviation, he said.
“The Congress only gave
lollipop to the poor. They
failed to do anything for their
development, for their
interests, despite being in
power for a long time,” Saini

told reporters here after a
meeting with BJP national
vice president Saudan Singh.
“As against this, during the
past 10 years, Modi has
brought smiles on the faces of
the poor,” said Saini.
He also said more than 25
crore Indians have been pulled
out from poverty during the
Modi government’s time.
So many schemes have been
started for the poor by the
BJP-led NDA government at
the Centre which the
Congress cannot digest. Their
problem is why Modi is so
concerned about the welfare
of the poor, he said.
Saini targeted the opposition
over their claims that the
ruling BJP may change their
Lok Sabha candidates on a few

seats in Haryana and said they
were speaking lies. The
opposition is feeling jittery, he
said.
“They have been unable to
field their candidates and now
they are coming out with this
propaganda and speaking lies.
They want to divert public
attention,” Saini said.
When BJP Hisar Lok Sabha
candidate Ranjit Singh
Chautala was asked there are
speculations that the party
could change him from the
seat, he said some people
deliberately spread such
rumours.
Ranjit Chautala told reporters
in Hisar on Thursday that as
long as the elections last, such
rumours will be spread by
some people.

Congress treated poor as
votebank: Haryana CMWork done in 10 years just an appetiser,

main course yet to come: Modi 

NEW DELHI | SATURDAY | APRIL 6, 2024 BALLOT
BATTLES

BALLOT
BATTLESthe pioneer 05

how Modi’s guarantees were
fulfilled and at what speed.
“I gave a guarantee that
cylinders for the poor will be
cheaper, it has been fulfilled.
An inquiry will be conducted
against the Congress paper
leak industry, it has been
completed,” Modi said.
The former Congress
government in the state had
stalled the Eastern Rajasthan
Canal Project but after the

BJP came to power, not only
has the project been approved
but work has also started on it,
he added. “Whatever the BJP
says, it fulfils.”
“Unlike other parties, the BJP
does not just issue ‘Ghoshna
Patra’, it brings ‘Sankalp
Patra’,” Modi said, adding that

most of the promises made in
the BJP’s ‘Sankalp Patra’ in
2019 have been kept.
He also attack the Congress
for its stand on the Ayodhya
Ram temple issue.
“Just now journalists were
saying that the Congress has
issued an advisory. They are
so scared, they have told all
Congress units to keep their
mouths locked whenever
Ayodhya Ram temple is
discussed,” the prime minister
claimed.
“Unko lagne laga hai ki Ram
ka naam liya toh pata nahi
kab Ram-Ram ho jaye (They
feel if they take the name of
Ram, it can become ‘Ram-
Ram’ for them),” Modi said.
Targeting the opposition
INDIA bloc, he said, “I say
remove corruption, they say
save corruption.”

“The people of the
‘Ghamandiya Gathbandhan’
are not holding rallies for the
election but to save the
corrupt,” Modi alleged.
The ED alone has seized
assets worth more than Rs 1
lakh crore in 10 years, the
prime minister said and asked
people whether such action
against the corrupt should not
be taken.
“No matter how many lies the
opposition parties spread
against me, I am not afraid,”
he said.
“The Congress and the INDI
Alliance have their own
interests. They have nothing
to do with the welfare and
respect of the poor, Dalit and
underprivileged people.
These are the same people
who did not respect Baba
Ambedkar,” Modi said.



The mental and emo-
tional well-being of ath-
letes is just as crucial as

their physical fitness for opti-
mal performance and overall
health. Both professional and
amateur athletes encounter
numerous stressors in their
training and competitions,
which were further height-
ened by the pandemic,
impacting their access to
resources and support sys-
tems. 
It is essential to approach ath-
letic training with the lens of
integrative healthcare to
enhance mental and emotion-
al resilience. In competitive
environments, athletes face
significant psychological
stressors such as injuries, per-
formance pressure, high
expectations, and demanding
training regimens, often lead-
ing to sleep disturbances, eat-
ing disorders, sports anxiety,
and other serious issues.
Sudden cardiac arrests (SCAs)
are also a leading cause of
death among student-ath-
letes, with at least 1 in 300
young individuals having
underlying cardiac abnor-
malities. 
Therefore, the ability to man-
age and recover from stress,
known as resilience, is crucial

for success in sports and
other endeavours, improv-
ing endurance, agility, disci-
pline, and overall quality of
life. Integration of yoga-based
resilience training can facili-
tate athletes' journeys by
enhancing their mental and
emotional well-being.
Clinical Impact of Yoga:
Yoga-based Resilience
Trainings offer numerous
benefits to athletes through
various underlying mecha-
nisms. One key mechanism is
the regulation of stress hor-
mone levels, particularly cor-
tisol, which is essential for the
body's response to stress.
Practices such as deep breath-
ing and meditation help reg-
ulate cortisol release, and
improve emotional stability.
Additionally, yogic modalities
promote neural plasticity,
enhancing cognitive func-
tion and motor skills vital for
sports performance. Such
mental health interventions
also stimulate the autonom-
ic nervous system, inducing

relaxation and reducing phys-
iological stress markers.
Efficacy of Yoga-Based
Resilience Training
Resilience training method-
ologies, rooted in ancient
Indian Knowledge Systems,
combine yogic, breathwork,
and meditation techniques.
The principles align with
sports psychology, empha-
sizing mental resilience, focus,
and emotional regulation
among athletes for peak per-
formance. Through non-
invasive meditative proto-
cols, athletes develop height-
ened awareness of their breath
and emotions, enabling them
to navigate competition pres-
sures calmly and clearly.
Studies involving cricketers
have shown yoga's positive
impact on physical fitness,
speed, and accuracy. 
Embracing Challenges and
Opportunities: The integra-
tion of Yoga-based Resilience
Training into sports presents
both challenges and opportu-
nities. Scepticism among ath-
letes and coaches enables the
traditional prioritisation of
physical conditioning over
mental well-being.
Additionally, cultural mis-
conceptions may hinder
acceptance in sports cultures

unfamiliar with yoga-based
practices. Logistical hurdles,
including access to qualified
resources and suitable facili-
ties, further impact wide-
spread adoption.
However, these challenges
also offer opportunities for
dialogue, education, and col-
laboration. Open discussion
and evidence-based educa-
tion can dispel scepticism
and foster understanding
within the sports communi-
ty. Collaboration across disci-
plines-such as yoga, sports
psychology, and sports sci-
ence-can tailor yoga-based
programs to athletes' specif-
ic needs. Innovation in train-
ing methods, supportive envi-
ronments within sports
organisations, and ongoing
research into their effective-
ness are also vital. Addressing
these challenges and embrac-
ing opportunities can allow
sports communities to har-
ness the full potential of yoga-
based interventions to
enhance athlete resilience-
and elevate athletic excel-
lence.

(The writer is a mental
health researcher and

Founder of Yoga of
Immortals; views 

are personal)

The just-released Congress manifesto heralds the vision for a new era of governance,
promising radical changes to the existing political landscape. Led by party presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge, along with former chiefs Sonia Gandhi and Rahul, the man-

ifesto emphasises the need for a paradigm shift in governance, particularly in light of
the BJP's decade-long rule. Much to its consternation, however, its rank and file are mak-
ing a beeline to the camp of its arch-rival, the BJP. Undeterred by the desertions, the
Congress put up quite a show to launch its manifesto, where the key highlights are the
party's commitment to conducting a nationwide socio-economic and caste census. This
move, aimed at gaining a comprehensive understanding of India's diverse population,
is intended to make policies tailored to address the needs of every segment of society.
Additionally, the manifesto guarantees a constitutional amendment to raise the cap on
reservations for SCs, STs and OBCs to 50 per cent, signalling a commitment to social

justice and inclusivity. This is perhaps its best shot as
the Congress and its allies can harness disgruntled
backward votes and corner the BJP on caste census.
The manifesto promises to adopt the Rajasthan model
of cashless insurance, providing coverage of up to ?25
lakh for universal healthcare. It also pledges to address
the issue of unemployment by filling nearly 30 lakh
vacancies in sanctioned posts within the Union
Government. The party vows to provide a legal guar-
antee for Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for agricul-
tural produce, as recommended by the Swaminathan
Commission, underlining its commitment to farmers'
welfare.

The biggest challenge right now for the 'grand old party' is to keep its flock together and
deal with internal dissent. The relentless wave of defections threatens to undermine its
unity and electoral prospects. As if to stall this trend, the name of Robert Vadra for the
Amethi constituency is doing the rounds. The Congress has proposed amendments to
the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution, making defection an automatic disqualification
from membership in an Assembly or Parliament. Despite these efforts, the party finds
itself embroiled in a battle to retain its members, with several prominent leaders defect-
ing to rival parties in recent weeks. The timing of these desertions underscores the inter-
nal turmoil and challenges facing Congress. Attacking the BJP in its manifesto, the Congress
underscores its commitment to protecting personal freedom, promising not to interfere
with individual choices regarding food, dress, love, marriage, travel and residency with-
in India. This assertion of personal liberties is aimed at resonating with a diverse elec-
torate and emphasising the party's commitment to democratic values. As the Congress
prepares to present its manifesto to the electorate, it also faces the internal struggle to
maintain cohesion and unity within its ranks. The road ahead is laden with obstacles,
yet the party seems resolute in its commitment to forge a fresh path.

At crossroads

Pachees Guarantee.’ The Congress’ poll
pitch is centred around ‘Paanch Nyay’ or
five pillars of justice, namely ‘Yuva Nyay’,
‘Naari Nyay’, ‘Kisaan Nyay’, ‘Shramik Nyay’
and ‘Hissedari Nyay’ as well as the guar-
antees made by it to the people under these
heads as the Guarantee of the BJP have
failed which has become bogus and mis-
leading. 
The Congress will release its manifesto
for the Lok Sabha elections in New Delhi
on 5 April with sure Guarantees to the
people who have been deprived of
promises and the Guarantees for the last
10 years to force them to suffer and strug-
gle by voting for the BJP to bring them
to power.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai  

THE RISE OF ‘WATER AUNTIES’
Madam — Apropos the news article “The
rise of ‘water aunties’ and sustainable solu-
tions” published on April 4, this is my
response. The recent water crisis in
Bangalore sheds light on the pressing need
for water conservation efforts throughout
India. Exacerbated by factors like deficient
southwest monsoon rains in 2023, this cri-
sis underscores the precarious balance
between water availability and population

density. India, with only 4% of the world’s
freshwater resources accommodating 18%
of the global population, faces a daunting
challenge in ensuring water security.
Understanding the intricate interplay
between clean water access, conflict, coop-
eration, and climate change is crucial for
ensuring sustainable water security.
Collaborative management of shared water
resources, coupled with international
treaties and agreements, offers a promis-
ing alternative to conflict. 
Empowering communities, particularly
women, plays a vital role in addressing
water security challenges. Initiatives like the
iJal Network demonstrate the effectiveness
of community-driven solutions in provid-
ing sustainable water access. Managed pre-
dominantly by women, these initiatives not
only empower local leadership but also
leverage their expertise and understand-
ing of water needs. Replicating such mod-
els nationwide can significantly contribute
to achieving sustainable water security and
fostering equitable water management
frameworks across India.

Amarjeet Kumar | Hazaribagh

INDIA'S MARITIME DOMAIN VITAL 
Madam — Apropos the news article “A
Tribute to India’s Maritime Legacy” pub-
lished on April 5, this is my response.
National Maritime Day on April 5th holds
profound significance, marking India’s
journey from maritime history to modern
prowess. The maiden voyage of SS Loyalty
in 1919 symbolised India’s maritime aspi-
rations, laying the groundwork for eco-
nomic growth and global connectivity.
With sovereignty over vast marine areas
and rich biodiversity, India’s maritime
domain is vital for trade and livelihoods.
As we celebrate, it’s crucial to acknowledge
the contributions of seafarers and maritime
organizations. Gunter Pauli’s ‘Blue
Economy’ offers insights for sustainable
development, aligning with India’s goals.
Amidst climate concerns and security
threats, proactive measures are vital. India’s
initiatives like Sagarmala and Bharatmala
signify progress, but more is needed. 
Modernising ports, enhancing infrastruc-
ture, and embracing technology can bol-
ster India’s maritime competitiveness. By
promoting responsible practices and inter-
national collaboration, India can secure its
marine resources and emerge as a global
maritime leader. The future of India’s mar-
itime sector hinges on strategic vision and
concerted efforts to navigate challenges
while harnessing the vast potential of the
seas.

Khirabdi Tanya Nayak | Noida

CONGRESS MANIFESTO
Madam — Apropos the news article
“Congress launches Ghar Ghar campaign
“ published on April 4, this is my response.
Ahead of the Lok Sabha polls, Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge on
Wednesday, 3 March, launched the party’s
‘Ghar Ghar Guarantee’ initiative under
which it aims to reach out to crores of
households across the country and make
them aware of its “guarantees”.Kharge
launched the initiative from Usmanpur,
Kaithwada, in the North East Delhi par-
liamentary constituency and distributed
pamphlets on the party’s ‘Paanch Nyay
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Muslims attend an ‘Iftar' during the Ramadan at the Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti Dargah, in Ajmer PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Desertions continue to plague Congress 
even as it releases its election manifesto

ence in Kabul on 17 August
2021, two days after taking the
city over, Zabihullah Mujahid,
their spokesman, had said
that they wished for peaceful
relations with other countries
and no group would be
allowed to use Afghan territo-
ry to attack other nations.
The Taliban, however, have not
always acted according to their
pronouncements. Mujahid
had also said at the same
press conference, “The Islamic
Emirate doesn’t want women
to be victims. They should be
in the Government structure
according to Shariah law.”
What has happened in practice
is well-known. Since the
takeover of Afghanistan by the
Taliban in August 2021,
women have been wholly
excluded from public office,
the judiciary and NGO
employment. Women and girls
are required to adhere to a
strict dress code, covering
themselves from head to toe,
and are not permitted to trav-
el more than 75 kilometres
without a close male relative
belonging to the category of
mahram—one in front of
whom a woman does not
have to wear a hijab. Girls have
been barred from joining sec-
ondary schools and women
from tertiary education.
Women and girls have been

banned from entering amuse-
ment parks, public baths, gyms
and sports clubs.
Those believing in the Taliban’s
profession of its desire to avoid
conflicts, can refer to the fact
that, as of now, the Taliban
cannot win a conventional
war against the West. This,
however, is a reality that a
rational person will recog-
nize. The Taliban are fanatics.
If nothing else, their unques-
tioning allegiance to their
obscurantist and perverse ver-
sion of Islam is proof thereof.
Besides, their fanatical belief in
their ultimate triumph against
the West seems to have been
reinforced by their ascent to
power in Afghanistan after 20
years of war with the United
States and its allies.
The Taliban’s conflict with the
West may, doubtless, take
the form of an asymmetrical
rather than a conventional
war, with terror strikes at the
US, its allies and their inter-
ests on their own soil or
abroad, as the principal
weapon. Indeed, Afghanistan
may again become a global
exporter of terrorism even if
the Taliban are not involved.
As the 13th report of the
Analytical Support and
Sanctions Monitoring Team
(ASSMT) of the UN Security
Council, submitted on May

25, 2022, states, the relation-
ship between al-Qaeda and
the Taliban remains close
and is underscored by the
presence, both in Afghanistan
and the region, of al-Qaeda
core leadership and affiliated
groups, such as Al-Qaeda in
the Indian Subcontinent
(AQIS). That this was right
was proved by the killing in
Kabul of the al-Qaeda supre-
mo, Ayman al-Zawahiri, by a
drone strike by the US on July
31, 2022. Terrorist outfits
like Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) and Islamic
State of Khorasan Province
(ISKP) are also active in
Afghanistan. The former has
been targeting Pakistan and
the latter has claimed respon-
sibility for the recent attack at
the Crocus City Hall concert
venue outside Moscow on
March 22, 2024, which killed
140 people.
Contrary to Zabihullah
Mujahid’s assurance men-
tioned earlier in this col-
umn, Afghanistan is becom-
ing a launching pad for ter-
rorism abroad. The world
must take serious note of this,
as it must of the plight of
Afghan women.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The

views expressed are 
personal)

Afghanistan under
Taliban rule

Not content with rob-
bing Afghan women
of all their rights,
the Taliban are
pressing forward

with measures that would vic-
timise and humiliate them fur-
ther. The latest indication of this
is provided by a verbal outburst
by its chief, Mullah Hibatullah
Akhundzada, who said, towards
the end of March, 2024, in a voice
message carried by Afghanistan’s
state television, “You say it is a vio-
lation of women’s human rights”
but “we will soon implement the
punishment for adultery. We will
flog women in public. We will
stone them to death.” The report
(datelined March 26, 2024) by
Akhtar Makoii in The Telegraph
of the United Kingdom, which
carries the above quote, further
cites Akhundzada, who was
addressing Western officials, as
saying, “These are all against
your democracy but we will con-
tinue doing it. We both say we
defend human rights—we do it as
God’s representative and you as
the devil’s.”
What Akhundzada said deserves
attention for two reasons. It indi-
cates that fresh barbarous steps
against Afghan women are on the
anvil. Second, his use of the
expression ‘representatives of the
devil” reflects the visceral hatred
that he and the Taliban harbour
towards the Western democra-
cies. Further, the indication that
the Taliban would fight against
the West until sharia rule is
established there as well, is implic-
it in his statement, also quoted in
the same report in The Telegraph,
“I told the Mujahedin that we tell
the Westerners that we fought
against you for 20 years and we
will fight 20 and even more years
against you…. We will bring
Sharia to this land.”
The Taliban are proceeding apace
in implementing the provisions of
Sharia law all over Afghanistan.
At this rate, why should it take 20
years “and even more” to com-
plete the process?  It would take,
at the most, not more than sev-
eral years. The time span Mullah
Akhundzada mentioned makes
sense only if he was thinking of
establishing Sharia rule beyond
Afghanistan—a move that would
lead to conflict. Against this, at the
Taliban’s first official news confer-

A statesman’s departure

INDEED,
AFGHANISTAN 

MAY AGAIN 
BECOME A 

GLOBAL
EXPORTER OF

TERRORISM
EVEN IF THE 

TALIBAN 
ARE NOT 

INVOLVED

Yoga-based training to
enhance athletic performance

A
propos the news article “A Dignified Liberal”
published on April 5, this is my response.
The editorial in the Pioneer pays homage to

the illustrious career of Dr Manmohan Singh, a
figure whose influence on India’s economic and
political landscape is unparalleled. Singh’s jour-
ney from an academic economist to the Prime
Minister’s office is a testament to his intellect,

integrity, and dedication to public service. His
tenure as the Chief Economic Adviser and later
as the Finance Minister during the economic cri-
sis of the early 1990s showcased his boldness
in implementing liberalization reforms that pro-
pelled India onto the global stage. 
Despite facing criticism during his tenure as Prime
Minister, Singh’s commitment to inclusive
growth and secularism remained unwavering. His
departure from the Rajya Sabha symbolises the
end of an era in Indian politics, leaving behind
a legacy that will continue to shape the country’s
future. The editorial rightly praises Singh’s con-
tributions, acknowledging the profound impact
he has had on India’s economic trajectory and
global standing.

Neha Gupta | Delhi

HIRANMAY KARLEKAR

ISHAN SHIVANAND

Drawing from ancient yogic principles, this approach not only enhances

performance but also fosters holistic wellbeing

Continuous obliteration of women’s rights goes hand in hand 
with export of terrorism
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THE NARRATIVE

In the vast tapestry of Hindu philosophy, the principle of “Aham
Brahmasmi” stands as a profound declaration encapsulating the
essence of existence. This ancient Sanskrit phrase, often trans-

lated as “I am Brahman,” carries profound implications within the
context of Vedanta, one of the six orthodox schools of Hindu phi-
losophy. It is a declaration of identity, affirming the indivisible con-
nection between the individual self (Atman) and the ultimate reality
(Brahman). Let’s delve deeper into the meaning and significance of
Aham Brahmasmi.
At its core, Vedanta explores the nature of reality and the individual’s
relationship with it. It posits that the universe is an interconnected
web of existence, and understanding this interconnectedness is cru-
cial for realizing one’s true nature. Central to Vedanta is the concept
of Brahman, the ultimate reality, which is formless, infinite, and beyond
attributes. Brahman is the underlying substratum of the universe, the
source from which all phenomena arise and into which they dissolve.
Conversely, each individual possesses an inner essence known as
Atman, often translated as the “self” or the “soul.” Atman is not bound
by the limitations of the body or mind; it is eternal, unchanging, and
identical to Brahman in its essence. However, due to ignorance
(avidya), individuals identify themselves with their bodies, minds, and
egos, thereby experiencing a sense of separateness from the divine.
Herein lies the significance of Aham Brahmasmi. When one
declares, “I am Brahman,” they are asserting the fundamental truth
of their existence—that their true nature is divine and inseparable
from the ultimate reality. It is a recognition of the underlying unity
that pervades the cosmos, transcending the boundaries of individ-
uality and ego.

The journey towards realizing Aham Brahmasmi is a central theme
in Vedantic philosophy. It involves the process of self-inquiry (Atma-
vichara) and spiritual practice (sadhana), aimed at transcending the
limitations of the ego and realizing one’s innate divinity. Through med-
itation, introspection, and the study of sacred texts such as the
Upanishads, aspirants seek to directly experience the unity of Atman
and Brahman.
Moreover, the realization of Aham Brahmasmi brings about a pro-
found shift in consciousness. It leads to the dissolution of the illu-
sion of duality (dvaita) and the recognition of the underlying unity of
all existence (advaita). This realisation is not merely intellectual but
experiential, akin to the metaphorical tasting of honey rather than mere-
ly reading about its sweetness.
The significance of Aham Brahmasmi extends beyond the realm of
philosophy; it has practical implications for daily life. When one rec-
ognizes the divine nature within themselves, they naturally extend that
recognition to all beings, fostering a sense of compassion, empa-
thy, and interconnectedness. This realisation serves as the founda-
tion for a life lived in harmony with the universe, guided by princi-
ples of love, truth, and righteousness.
In conclusion, Aham Brahmasmi encapsulates the profound truth of
Vedanta philosophy—that the individual self is not separate from the
ultimate reality but is, in fact, identical to it. It is a declaration of one-
ness, unity, and divine identity. Through self-inquiry and spiritual prac-
tice, one can realize this truth and live a life in alignment with the
eternal principles of Vedanta. As the ancient sages proclaimed, “Tat
tvam asi”—”Thou art That.”

(Writer is a spiritual guide;views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
I AM THE 

ULTIMATE REALITY

Soft power is a persuasive
approach to interna-
tional relations, typi-

cally involving the use of
economic or cultural influ-
ence. India has the potential
to create its credibility using
this non-tangible power.
India is sometimes labelled
a “soft power by default”
(Wagner, 2010), and is
believed to have substantial
potential in this field. It was
one of the first countries to
pursue a soft power strategy,
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, long before the term
was coined. 
However, after the defeat in
the 1962 war with China,
India gradually shifted
towards a hard power
approach, and its foreign
policy became more prag-

matic and driven by realpoli-
tik.
The Chanakya Niti of non-
aggressive sett lements;
Gandhi’s  non-violence
movement; the Panchsheel
pact of peaceful advance-
ment and a good friendly
policy towards its neigh-
bours all exemplify India’s
comparative advantage in
soft power. The notion of
soft power for Indians dates
back to the Upanishads with
the thought of
‘VasudhaivaKutumbakam’.
We can still vouch for our
soft power assets in terms of
the widespread acceptance
of Buddhism; the populari-
ty of yoga and Ayurveda;
and belief in ancient univer-
sities which draws scholars
and learners to India. 
To date, our rich, diverse yet

united, and vibrant culture,
topography, cuisine, archi-
tecture and history attract
heavy tourism. Not to forget,
Indian cinema has helped
popularize not just Indian
actors but also the vibrant
culture and craze for ethnic
clothes. Besides, the only
common religion of India
‘Cricket’ has empowered the
dreams of every youngster in
India and has helped create
India in the international
sports arena. 
Our present prime minister
Narender Modi has recog-
nised soft power as an asset
and has instigated several of
these which have helped in
the popularization of our
nation abroad. The huge
success of India’s tenure as
G-20 president has been
well-acknowledged the

world over. Modi’s catch-
phrases like ‘now is not the
time for war’, drew interna-
tional applause. 
Similarly, Atmanirbhar,
Make in India and Swachh
Bharat have become nation-
al slogans and have been able

to redefine and give better
meaning to the age-old
Pleonasm policies, and have
also popularized India across
the world. Besides he has
played a major role in
increasing the number of
embassies abroad and also

reviving ties with regional
groups ASEAN, BIMSTEC,
and SAARC along with
strengthening and intensify-
ing with Eastern and South
Asian countries through the
East Policy Act, and the
Neighborhood First Policy
Act. These have helped draw
commercial and strategic
benefits for India.
Ironically, even after recog-
nizing the huge potential
and benefits of soft power,
we have several limitations
in deriving maximum
advantages from it. 
There is a lack of formal
inclusion of soft power in
foreign policy or its nature
and scope. It takes a back
seat to other important eco-
nomic and security con-
cerns or the hard power
components. Moreover, soft

power has only drawn lim-
ited attention from scholars
and policymakers. Even after
a rich and diverse diaspora,
culture and media, we have
not made noteworthy efforts
to formalize any policies in
literature. 
India being an emerging
economy, will take time to
stand tall against other
developed nations in terms
of hard power. But recogniz-
ing its strengths in soft
power in varied forms, it
should work towards further
enriching its assets and using
it for international trade,
thus creating a niche for
itself. 

(The writer is an Assistant
Professor Sri Guru Gobind

Singh College of Commerce, 
University of Delhi; views

are personal)

Soft power as comparative advantage for India

‘Aham Brahmasmi’ encapsulates the
essence of Vedanta philosophy

SWAMI  CHARANASHRIT

John Pilger’s quest for truth amidst the cacophony of official narratives remains
ever-relevant, urging us to scrutinise media’s role in shaping perceptions

NILANTHA
ILANGAMUWA

Power propaganda
nexus: A symbiotic bond

ty rather than regurgitating official
statements, perhaps the calamity of
war could have been averted.

The Iraq invasion, as Pilger
observed, orchestrated through the
doctrine of shock and awe, aimed
to instil terror and dismantle the
country’s infrastructure akin to the
devastating impact of atomic bombs
on Japan. However, this campaign
of destruction was veiled in layers
of deception, with embedded jour-
nalists serving as conduits for the
sanitised narrative dictated by the
Pentagon and the Ministry of
Defence. Despite sporadic glimpses
of truth, the pervasive influence of
embedded journalism and the echo
chamber of 24-hour news perpet-
uated illusions and distorted reali-
ties, enabling the war machine to
operate unchecked.
The toppling of Saddam Hussein’s
statue hailed as a symbol of libera-
tion, concealed the brutal conquest
underway, meticulously orchestrat-
ed to exploit media optics and con-
trol the narrative. The complicity of
journalists, embedded within mil-
itary units, stifled dissenting voic-
es and prioritised official narratives,
shielding the public from the grim
realities of war. In the fog of misin-
formation and propaganda, critical
scrutiny faltered, allowing the
machinery of war to proceed
unabated, casting a shadow over
journalistic integrity and the pursuit
of truth.
During the symbolic event of the

Americans’ arrival in Baghdad, the
manipulation behind the toppling
of Saddam Hussein’s statue went
untold, emblematic of the control
exerted over media optics. The
image of an American soldier drap-
ing the flag over the statue’s face sig-
nified America’s assertion of dom-
inance over Iraq, echoing the sen-
timents of ownership and con-
quest. Meanwhile, the invasion
hailed as a triumph by Blair and
Bush, failed to depict the grim real-
ity of civilian casualties and destruc-
tion on the ground, with atrocities
like the assault on Fallujah largely

omitted from mainstream coverage. 
Today’s Gaza, under Israeli control,
where just a few days ago seven aid
workers, along with other unarmed
civilians, were killed, is a continu-
ation of this pattern and a conse-
quence of media behaviour. The
prime responsibility of media as
voices for the victims, shedding light
on the untold suffering amidst the
sanitised narratives propagated by
mainstream media, has been sys-
tematically veiled. In contrast to
embedded journalists, who may
inadvertently perpetuate propa-
ganda, independent reporters like
Wilfred Graham Burchett have his-
torically challenged official narra-
tives, uncovering truths that author-
ities sought to conceal.
The atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki marked not the end
of conflict, but the beginning of a
nuclear arms race and the era of the
Cold War, characterised by the
perpetual threat of annihilation.
Secret conversations, such as the
exchange between President Nixon
and Henry Kissinger, reveal the will-
ingness of leaders to contemplate the
use of nuclear weapons, underscor-
ing the gravity of the global situa-
tion. 
Despite the absence of a clear
nuclear threat from Iraq, the Bush
administration, bolstered by sensa-
tionalist rhetoric from figures like
Colin Powell, and Victoria Nuland
in the Biden administration manip-
ulated public perception to justify
the invasion or covert operations for
“regime change”, with mainstream
media outlets perpetuating false
claims and contributing to the dis-
semination of propaganda. The
journalistic failures in scrutinising
government narratives reflect a
broader failure to uphold the truth
and challenge authority, ultimately
leading to disastrous consequences.

The repercussions of events in
Syria, followed by Afghanistan,
Iraq, and Libya surpass personal
sentiments, constituting a colossal
crime. Aren’t we experiencing the
same in Ukraine? Journalists, albeit

unwittingly, become accomplices to
such crimes, contributing to the dis-
semination of propaganda. Despite
illustrious careers, figures like Dan
Rather acknowledge the presence of
fear within newsrooms, stemming
from concerns about job security,
institutional pressures, and patriot-
ic labels. Rather’s admission reflects
a broader need for introspection
within the journalism community,
urging a courageous examination of
past failures to uphold truth and
integrity in reporting. This is what
we keep forgetting, or rather, delib-
erately ignoring.
Indifference to learn from history,
led us to this recurrence of catastro-
phes and keeping the powerful in
power. Learning from history isn’t
merely a quaint idea; it’s an imper-
ative for societies striving to advance
and avoid catastrophic missteps.
Herodotus, the revered ‘Father of
History’, echoes across the ages,
reminding us of the historian’s
solemn duty to rectify distortions of
truth. 
Yet, in today’s world saturated with
mass media and communication
tools, the dissemination of factual
information morphs into a battle-
ground. Cicero’s sagacity warns
against the folly of ignorance, spot-
lighting the perpetual infancy of
those who dismiss the lessons of the
past. Marx’s incisive analysis cau-
tions of history’s cyclical nature,
where tragedies replay as farces if
wisdom remains unheeded.
Santayana’s sombre reflection
underlines the dire consequences of
historical amnesia, dooming soci-
eties to repeat their blunders.
Churchill’s declaration accentuates
the peril awaiting those who ignore
historical counsel. 
Even Twain’s astute observation, that
history may not repeat itself verba-
tim but often rhymes, highlights the
urgency of identifying patterns to
avert folly. But what if we are truly
entertaining ourselves with this
folly?

(The writer is a Sri Lankan 
journalist. Views are personal)

Amongst other great minds, last
year we lost another exception-
al man who was larger than life.
But he left us with the essence
to comprehend how the media

evolved and aligned with the power to elim-
inate the powerless. He is John Pilger, who
endeavoured to make others understand the
everyday bitter truth about propaganda. I
believe it’s important to borrow some of his
ideas and pen a few thoughts needed for
today. 
Not only the noise and disturbing content,
but also our day-to-day news suppliers and
other social media users conveniently
monetize oppression and, as Huxley says,
‘adore the technologies that undo their
capacities to think’. Consequently, the state,
as the regulatory body based on ethics and
morals, has been weakened. Take our
food supply, for example. A few companies
are controlling everything by hurting small
producers. What they don’t realize is that
by the time regulation gets enacted and fil-
ters down to the farm level, it always hurts
small producers and helps the large produc-
ers. It’s the revolving door. Don’t eat health-
ily; only eat junk. There’s only a small group
of companies that control the entire food
production. They’re not only putting every-
body out of business but also prioritizing
profits over equal distribution. They are sys-
tematically manipulating the very right to
food of living beings. Propaganda is the vein
that follows the blood of this manipulation.
The same goes for others.

The First World War, a catastrophic
bloodbath claiming 20 million lives and
leaving 21 million wounded, saw a desper-
ate thirst for truth amidst relentless propa-
ganda. Prime Minister David Lloyd George
confided to C.P. Scott, editor of The
Guardian, that if the public truly grasped
the reality of the conflict, it would cease
instantly. Yet, the British populace, starved
of authentic information, clamoured for
genuine news amidst the flood of official
narratives.
In today’s era of incessant news cycles, wars
and armed conflicts persist unchecked serv-
ing as grim realities. Delves into the unseen
dimensions of modern conflict, scrutinis-
ing the role of media, particularly in the
West and other liberal democracies that
hailed to protect and promote the eman-
cipation of mankind, in perpetuating and
justifying rapacious wars, is the need of the
moment. Edward Bernays, a pioneer in pro-
paganda, highlighted the power of manip-
ulating the masses and shaping public opin-
ion through covert means. His involvement
in the US Committee on Public Information
during World War I heralded the birth of
modern propaganda machinery, cement-
ing the insidious influence of media in shap-
ing perceptions of war and governance.
Edward Bernays’ ingenious manipulation
tactics disregarded facts in favour of emo-
tional manipulation, pioneering a strategy
to sway public opinion by tugging at
unconscious desires. 
Utilising symbols like the Statue of Liberty
in ruins or associating smoking with
women’s liberation, he forged powerful con-
nections in consumers’ minds, irrespective
of truth. His legacy endured, evolving into
a sophisticated machinery of war propagan-
da exemplified by numerous conflicts
orchestrated by powerful nations such as the
United States. The media, once heralded as
a beacon of freedom, became entangled in
the Pentagon’s webs, complicit in dissem-
inating illusions and false narratives. Had
journalists rigorously questioned authori-

Soft power stands as a compelling force, often wielded through economic or cultural influence to shape global perceptions and agendas

KAJLEEN KAUR
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US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said Friday that the

measures the Israeli govern-
ment has announced to expand
the flow of aid into Gaza are
welcome but may not be
enough to meet the Biden
administration’s demands for
dramatic improvements in
humanitarian conditions in the
territory.

Blinken said that opening
more border crossings, if fully
implemented, has the potential
to surge assistance to
Palestinians caught in the fight-
ing between Israel and Hamas.
However, the US also wants to
see tangible steps to bolster the
protection of civilians and aid
workers, he said.

In addition, he called for an
“independent, thorough and
fully publicized investigation”
into the recent killings of aid
workers. Seven employees of
the charity World Central
Kitchen, including six interna-
tional volunteers, were killed in
multiple Israeli airstrikes on
their three-car convoy in Gaza
late Monday.

The military announced
Friday that it dismissed two
officers and reprimanded three
others for their role in the
strikes on the convoy, saying
they had mishandled critical
information and violated the
army’s rules of engagement.
The attack on the convoy was
a “grave mistake,” the military
said. The speed of the investi-
gation and swift punishment of
senior officers was highly
unusual for the military, where
charges against troops for
alleged wrongdoing are rare.

The findings are likely to
renew skepticism over the
Israeli military’s decision-mak-
ing. Palestinians, aid groups and
human rights organizations
have repeatedly accused Israeli
forces of firing recklessly at
civilians throughout the conflict
— a charge Israel denies.

The incident sparked inter-
national outrage and put Israel
on the defensive about its con-
duct in its six-month-old war
against Hamas.

“ I welcome that steps that
have been announced by Israel,”
Blinken said. “These are posi-
tive developments but the real
test is results and that’s what
we’re looking to see in the
coming days and the coming
weeks.” At the same time, he

said the US wanted to see a
“better system for de-conflic-
tion and coordination” so that
aid can be safely delivered and
distributed inside Gaza.

“All of these things are crit-
ical and that really needs to be
measured by results,” Blinken
told reporters in the town of
Leuven, outside Brussels, where
he was meeting with US and
European trade and commerce
officials.

Israel’s military has
promised to conduct a speedy
investigation into the killing of
the aid workers. In initial com-
ments, the Israeli army chief
said earlier this week that the
strikes were a result of misiden-
tification, but did not elaborate.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s office
announced early Friday that
Israel would act to improve
conditions, including reopening
a key border crossing into
northern Gaza, just hours after
President Joe Biden told him in
a Thursday phone call that
future US support for the war
in Gaza depends on Israel tak-
ing more action to protect
civilians and aid workers.
Netanyahu’s office said the Erez
crossing between Israel and
Gaza, which was partially
destroyed in Hamas’ October 7
attack on southern Israel, would
temporarily reopen. It also said
Israel would allow its Ashdod
port, 22 miles (37 kilometers)
north of Gaza, to be used to
process aid shipments bound
for the territory and allow
increased Jordanian aid ship-
ments through another land
crossing. The announcement
did not elaborate on quantities
or types of items to be let in.

Biden also told Netanyahu
that reaching an “immediate
cease-fire” in exchange for the
estimated 100 hostages that
are still being held in Gaza was
“essential” and urged Israel to
reach such an accord “without
delay,” the White House said.
Israel declared war on Hamas
in response to the October 7
attack, in which the militants
killed about 1,200 people in
Israel and took about 250
hostages. Israel’s blistering air
and ground offensive has killed
more than 33,000 Palestinians
in Gaza, about two-thirds of
them women and children,
according to the Health
Ministry in Gaza, an enclave
that in parts remains under
Hamas control.
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Poland’s deputy foreign
minister handed a diplo-

matic note on Friday to
Israel’s ambassador protesting
the killing of a Polish aid
worker in an attack earlier
this week on a convoy of aid
workers in Gaza.
After the meeting, Deputy
Foreign Minister Andrzej
Szejna told reporters in
Warsaw that he handed the
protest note to Ambassador
Yacov Livne after he was sum-
moned because of the deaths
of the World Central Kitchen
workers.
Szejna described the Polish

stance during the meeting as
“firm.” “At the beginning, the
ambassador apologised for
this unprecedented event in
the history of the civilized
world, that is the bombing of
a car in a humanitarian con-

voy heading with humanitar-
ian aid to the famine-affect-
ed Gaza Strip,” Szejna said.
Livne said on social media
that during the meeting he
expressed his “personal deep
sorrow and sincere apolo-
gies” for the deaths of the
World Central Kitchen work-
ers, including Polish citizen
Damian Soból.
“We share in the grief of the

families from the bottom of
our hearts. I assured the
Deputy Minister that Israel is
fully committed to a transpar-
ent and thorough investiga-
tion of this grave tragedy,”
Livne said.
He said findings from the

Israeli military published
Friday “show our ongoing
commitment to investigate
what had happened in Gaza
and take all appropriate mea-
sures to prevent such
tragedies in the future.”

The Israeli military said
Friday that it dismissed two
officers and reprimanded
three others for their roles in
drone strikes in Gaza that
killed seven aid workers on a
food-delivery mission, saying
they had mishandled critical
information and violated the
army’s rules of engagement.
Szejna,  who spoke to
reporters before the dis-
missals were reported, said
Poland expected a transparent
investigation and compensa-
tion for the victim’s family if
it wants it.
He also said Poland wants the
district prosecutor’s office in
Przemysl, where the Polish
aid worker was from, to be
allowed to participate in the
investigation “and in the
entire criminal and discipli-
nary procedure against the
soldiers responsible for this
murder.”
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Ankara (AP): Turkish author-
ities have arrested two people
suspected of providing infor-
mation to the Israeli spy agency,
a top official said Friday, in the
latest in a series of such arrests
in Turkiye. Interior Minister Ali
Yerlikaya said the suspects
allegedly gathered information
about people and companies of
interest to Israel and passed on
the data and documents to
Israeli intelligence officials. Six
other people who were also
detained in the operation, code-
named “Mole-3,” were released
following questioning, Yerlikaya
said in a statement posted on X,
formerly known as Twitter.
“We will never allow espionage
activities that target our nation-
al unity and solidarity to take
place within the borders of
our country,” Yerlikaya said.
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The Israeli military said
Friday that it has dismissed

two officers and reprimanded
three others for their roles in
drone strikes in Gaza that
killed seven aid workers on a
food-delivery mission, saying
they had mishandled critical
information and violated the
army’s rules of engagement.
The findings of a retired gen-

eral’s investigation into the
Monday killings marked an
embarrassing admission by
Israel, which faces growing
accusations from key allies,
including the US, of not doing
enough to protect Gaza’s civil-
ians from its war with Hamas. 
The findings are likely to renew
scepticism over the Israeli mil-
itary’s decision-making.
Palestinians, aid groups and
human rights organisations
have repeatedly accused Israeli
forces of firing recklessly at
civilians throughout the con-
flict — a charge Israel denies. 
“It’s a tragedy,” the military’s

spokesman, Rear Adm. Daniel
Hagari, told reporters. “It’s a
serious event that we are
responsible for and it should-
n’t have happened and we will
make sure that it won’t happen
again.”
With pressure mounting on
Israel to hold itself accountable,
Hagari and other officials late
Thursday shared with reporters
the results of the military’s
uncommonly speedy and
detailed investigation.
It was unclear whether the
punishments and the apology
would calm an international
outcry over the deaths of the
World Central Kitchen work-
ers or reassure international aid
groups that it was safe to
resume operations in Gaza,
where nearly a third of the pop-
ulation is on the brink of star-
vation.
The food charity itself called
the investigation and discipli-
nary actions “important steps
forward.”
“However it is also clear from
their preliminary investigation

that the IDF has deployed
deadly force without regard to
its own protocols, chain of
command and rules of engage-
ment,” the statement said.
“Without systemic change,
there will be more military fail-
ures, more apologies and more
grieving families.”
According to what spokespeo-
ple said were the Israeli army’s
rules, targets must be visually
identified as threats for multi-
ple reasons before they can be
hit. But the investigation deter-
mined that a colonel had
authorised the series of dead-
ly drone strikes on the convoy
based on one major’s observa-
tion — from grainy drone-
camera footage — that some-
one in the convoy was armed.
That observation turned out to
be untrue, military officials
said. 
The army said the colonel and
the major were dismissed,
while three other officers were
reprimanded. It said the results
of its investigation were turned
over to the military’s advocate

general, who will decide
whether the officers or anyone
else involved in the killings
should receive further punish-
ment or be prosecuted.
The killings were condemned
by Israel’s closest allies and
renewed criticism of Israel’s
conduct in the nearly 6-month-
old war with Hamas.
The aid workers were three
British citizens, a Polish citizen,
an Australian and a Canadian
American dual citizen, all of
whom worked for World
Central Kitchen, the interna-
tional charity founded by
celebrity chef José Andrés.
Their Palestinian driver also
was killed.
The investigation found two
major areas of wrongdoing.
It faulted officers for failing to
read messages alerting troops
that cars, not aid trucks, would
carry workers from the chari-
ty away from the warehouse
where aid was distributed. As
a result, the cars that were tar-
geted were misidentified as
transporting militants.
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Former Defense Secretary
Mark Esper has called him

a “threat to democracy.”
Former national security advis-
er John Bolton has declared
him “unfit to be president.”
And former Vice President
Mike Pence has declined to
endorse him, citing “profound
differences.”

As Donald Trump seeks the
presidency for a third time, he
is being vigorously opposed by
a vocal contingent of former
officials who are stridently
warning against his return to
power and offering dire predic-
tions for the country and the
rule of law if his campaign suc-
ceeds.
It’s a striking chorus of detrac-
tors, one without precedent in
the modern era, coming from
those who witnessed first-
hand his conduct in office
and the turmoil that followed.
Sarah Matthews, a former
Trump aide who testified
before the House Jan. 6 com-
mittee and is among those
warning about the threat he
poses, said it’s “mind-bog-
gling” how many members of
his senior staff have denounced
him. “These are folks who
saw him up close and person-
al and saw his leadership style,”
Matthews said.
“The American people should
listen to what these folks are
saying because it should be
alarming that the people that
Trump hired to work for him
a first term are saying that he’s
unfit to serve for a second
term.”
Yet the critics remain a distinct
minority. Republican lawmak-
ers and officials across the
party have endorsed Trump’s
bid — some begrudgingly,
others with fervor and enthu-
siasm. Many aides and Cabinet
officials who served under
Trump are onboard for anoth-
er term, something Trump’s
campaign is quick to highlight.
“The majority of the people
who served in President
Trump’s cabinet and in his
administration, like the major-
ity of Americans, have over-
whelmingly endorsed his can-
didacy to beat Crooked Joe
Biden and take back the White

House,” said Trump campaign
spokesman Steven Cheung.
Still, the Biden campaign has
trumpeted the criticism of for-
mer Trump officials in state-
ments and social media posts,
hoping to convince at least
some Republican voters —
including those who backed
other candidates during the
GOP primary — that they
cannot support his candidacy.
Those who worked with
Donald Trump at the most
senior levels of his administra-
tion believe he is too danger-
ous, too selfish and too
extreme to ever lead our coun-
try again — we agree,” said
Biden campaign spokesman
Ammar Moussa.
In many ways, the schism
among former Trump offi-
cials is an extension of his time
in the White House. Friction
was constant as Trump’s
demands ran into resistance
from some officials and aides
who refused requests that they
found misguided, unrealistic
and, at times, flatly illegal.
Firings were frequent. Many
quit.
Staff upheaval was particular-
ly intense in the chaotic weeks
after the 2020 election as
Trump worked to overturn
his election loss to Biden.
Trump summoned supporters
to Washington on Jan. 6, 2021,
as his falsehoods about a stolen
election became the rallying
cry for supporters who violent-
ly breached the U.S. Capitol.
Many people serving in the
administration quit in protest,
including Matthews.
Trump’s attempt to remain in
office included a bitter pressure
campaign against Pence, who
as vice president was tasked
with presiding over the count
of the Electoral College ballots
on Jan. 6. Trump was adamant
that Pence should prevent
Biden from becoming presi-
dent, something he had no
power to do. Pence had to flee
the Senate chamber on Jan. 6
as rioters stormed the building
to chants of “Hang Mike
Pence!”  Pence recently said he
“cannot in good conscience”
endorse Trump because of Jan.
6 and other issues, despite
being proud of what they
achieved together. 
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Tehran (AP): The commander
of Iran’s powerful Revolutionary
Guard warned Friday that “our
brave men will punish the
Zionist regime,” escalating
threats against Israel for an
airstrike that killed seven of the
group’s members, including two
Iranian generals, earlier this
week.
The strike, widely attributed to

Israel, destroyed the consular
section at the Iranian embassy
in Syria. The attack on an
Iranian diplomatic compound
was a significant escalation in
what has been a long-running
shadow war between the two
archenemies, and Israel has
been bracing for an Iranian
response.
The tensions flared against the
backdrop of the six-month-old
Israel-Hamas war in Gaza, and
raised renewed fears of a widen-
ing regional conflict. The
Islamic militant group Hamas,
which has ruled Gaza for 17
years, is one of Iran’s proxies,
along with Lebanon’s Hezbollah
militia and Yemen’s Houthi
rebels. Both Hezbollah and the
Houthis have carried out attacks
along the fringes of the Gaza
war, with Hezbollah engaging in
daily cross-border exchanges
with Israel and the Houthis fre-
quently targeting Red Sea ship-
ping.
On Friday, thousands joined a
funeral procession in Tehran for
the seven slain Guard members,
chanting “death to Israel” and
“death to America.” Marchers
held up banners with the pho-
tos of those killed in the attack.
Other banners read: “We will
make the wicked Zionist regime
regret this crime, with the power
of God.”The protesters then
headed to Tehran University
where the head of the
Revolutionary Guard, Gen.
Hossein Salami gave his speech
before the weekly Friday
prayers. “Our brave men will
punish the Zionist regime,” he
said, adding that “no enemy act
against our holy system will go
unanswered.” “The collapse of
(the Zionist regime) is very pos-
sible and close with God’s grace,”
Salami said, adding that the US
has become “wildly hated by the
world, especially in Muslim-
dominated countries” for sup-
porting Israel.
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US Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen called on China on

Friday to address manufactur-
ing overcapacity that she said
risks causing global economic
dislocation, and to create a level
playing field for American
companies and workers.
Starting a five-day visit in one
of China’s major industrial and
export hubs, she raised what
the U.S. considers to be unfair
Chinese trade practices in talks
with senior Chinese officials.
“The United States seeks a
healthy economic relationship
with China that benefits both
sides,” she said ahead of a
meeting with Chinese Vice
Premier He Lifeng in the
southern city of Guangzhou.
“But a healthy relationship
must provide a level playing
field for firms and workers in
both countries.”
Earlier, she said at an an event
hosted by the American
Chamber of Commerce in
China that there are “Chinese

practices that are tilting the
playing field away from
American workers and firms.”
He didn’t get into specifics in
his remarks before the media
but said that both sides “need
to properly respond to key
concerns of the other side.”

High on Yellen’s list is the
overcapacity issue. Chinese
government subsidies and
other policy support have
encouraged solar panel and EV
makers in China to invest in
factories, building far more
production capacity than the

domestic market can absorb.
The massive scale of produc-
tion has driven down costs and
ignited price wars for green
technologies, a boon for con-
sumers and efforts to reduce
global dependence on fossil
fuels. But Western govern-
ments fear that that capacity
will flood their markets with
low-priced exports, threatening
American and European jobs.
Yellen, the first Cabinet-level
official to visit China since
President Joe Biden met
Chinese leader Xi Jinping last
November, told the vice pre-
mier and the governor of
Guangdong province in sepa-
rate meetings that it is impor-
tant for the U.S. and China to
have open and direct commu-
nication on areas of disagree-
ment.
“This includes the issue of
China’s industrial overcapacity,
which the United States and
other countries are concerned
can cause global spillovers,” she
said during her meeting with
the governor. 
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Rishi Sunak, who has often
spoken of his love for

cricket and described hitting a
few balls with the England
cricket team in the Downing
Street garden as a highlight of
his tenure as British Prime
Minister, on Friday unveiled
GBP 35 million investment in
grassroots cricket facilities and
widening access to the sport
within schools.
The 43-year-old
Southampton-born leader of
Indian heritage spoke of want-
ing to tap into the huge poten-
tial of the “magic of cricket” as
part of a wider drive to get one
million more young people
active by 2030. 
The total government invest-
ment is expected to deliver
around 2,500 pieces of new
equipment to every school
involved in the programme

and help to get 930,000 pupils
playing cricket over the next

\five years.
“I love cricket, that’s no

secret… I first experienced the
magic of cricket watching
Hampshire play at my local
ground in Southampton as a
child,” said Sunak.
“For young people watching
their first match today, the
draw of getting outside and
enjoying the game is just as
strong, particularly as we look
forward to hosting the
women’s and men’s T20 World
Cups. There remains huge
potential to grow the sport
even further and open it up to
everyone, from all back-
grounds and in all parts of the
country,” he said.
“That is why I am so proud we
are making a major GBP 35
million investment in grass-
roots cricket today, to widen
the participation in schools,
encourage healthy lifestyles
and provide world-class, all-
year-round facilities for local
communities,” he added.
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The Indian-origin chair of the
British Medical Association’s

(BMA) Consultants Committee
on Friday confirmed the end of
year-long strike action after
senior National Health Service
(NHS) doctors accepted the
government’s pay offer.
Dr Vishal Sharma said the
agreement is “the end of the
beginning” in consultants’
efforts to restore their pay to
2008 levels and stressed it is
“imperative” for the review
body to utilise its indepen-
dence to prevent future pay dis-
putes.  Around 83 per cent of
NHS consultants who took part
in a three-week referendum
tabled by the BMA doctors’
union voted in favour of accept-
ing the offer on behalf of the
profession.
“The last year has seen consul-
tants take unprecedented strike
action in our fight to address
our concerns about pay and
how the supposedly indepen-
dent pay review process was

operating,” said Sharma. “After
years of repeated real-term pay
cuts caused by government
interference and a failure of the
pay review process, consultants
have spoken and now clearly feel
that this offer is enough of a first
step to address our concerns to
end the current dispute,” he said. 
“However, it’s now imperative
that the DDRB [Doctors’ and
Dentists’ Remuneration Body]
utilises its independence to
restore doctors’ pay and prevent
any further disputes from aris-
ing,” he added.
The BMA said the latest offer
reflects an improvement on the
government’s previous propos-
al to reform the consultant pay
scale.  It now includes a 2.85 per
cent (GBP 3,000) uplift for
those who have been consul-
tants between four and seven
years who, under the original
offer, received no additional
uplift.  The upgrade is in addi-
tion to the 6 per cent pay uplift
awarded during the review
body’s process last year and is
separate from the pay award fol-

lowing the outcome of the
review body process for 2024-
25. 
“We’ve reached this point not
just through our tough negoti-
ations with the government, but
thanks to the resolve of consul-
tants, who took the difficult
decision to strike and did so
safely and effectively, on multi-
ple occasions, sending a clear
message that they would not
back down,” said Dr Sharma.“At
the heart of this dispute was our
concern for patients and the
future sustainability of the NHS.
Without valuing doctors, we
lose them. Without doctors,
we have no NHS and patients
suffer. But the fight is not yet
over,” he said. 
“This is only the end of the
beginning, and we have some
way to go before the pay consul-
tants have lost over the last 15
years has been restored.
Therefore, all eyes will be on this
year’s pay review round, recom-
mendations from the DDRB
and response from the govern-
ment,” he added. 
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Taiwan residents endured
harrowing experiences on

Wednesday when the ground
shook with the strongest
earthquake to hit the island in
25 years. People saw rocks
tumble onto roadways,
watched parts of their homes
fall around them and waited
for rescuers to free them from
rubble.
The historic quake killed at
least 12 people and injured
more than 1,000. Several hun-
dred people remained strand-
ed after vital highways were
damaged and the walls of
some structures cracked.
The quake’s epicentre was just
off the coast of eastern Hualien
County, a rural area known for
tourism and rice paddy fields,
but also the site of frequent
earthquakes and tsunamis.
Taiwan’s earthquake monitor-
ing agency said the quake was

7.2 magnitude while the US
Geological Survey put it at 7.4
These are the recollections

shared by some survivors of
the disaster: LIU ZHONG-
DA, ROAD MAINTENANCE
WORKER
Liu Zhong-da had been dri-
ving in an open tunnel that
winds through the mountain-
ous Taroko National Park
when he saw a giant rock
crash down in front of the tun-
nel’s end. Liu and his col-
league, Bai Fu-sheng, worked
for a company in charge of
road maintenance. They
immediately turned the car
around but found the entrance
blocked by a rockslide.
They were trapped, but alive.
“That tunnel has a very good
structure, so there are a total
of four cars there,” he said. “It
had protected us. Rocks were
falling in front of us and
behind us.”
Liu was no stranger to earth-

quakes.
“Every year, we’d go up there
to work, and when we go up,
there would be some rocks
falling down but in a localized
fashion,” he said. “This time,
the entire thing fell down,
and though the window was
shut, the rocks fell so much
they cracked the windows.”
HUANG HSIAO-EN,
HUALIEN RESIDENT
Huang Hsiao-en, a Hualien
resident and college student,
said she had just woken up and
was about to leave
home.“When I came out I felt
the shake and thought I still
haven’t woken up,” she said. “At
first it started shaking from
right to left, and then it start-
ed shaking from bottom to
top. The TV fell down, all the
things that could fall, all fell
down. The glass from the TV
cabinet, and the bowls and
plates in the kitchen cabinet all
fell down.”
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Karachi (PTI): A month after
Pakistan’s Supreme Court
observed that the conviction of
former prime minister Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto was the result of a
mistrial, his grandson and ex-
foreign minister Bilawal
Zardari Bhutto has said that the
time had come to introduce
judicial reforms.
Last month, Pakistan’s Chief
Justice Qazi Faez Isa-led
Supreme Court bench con-
cluded that Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) founder Bhutto’s
conviction in 1979 was the
result of a mistrial. The hearing
was based on a special case sent
in 2011 by then president Asif
Ali Zardari to the Supreme
Court to revisit his father-in-
law Bhutto’s conviction for
abetment in a murder case and
his eventual hanging in 1979.
Addressing party workers and
supporters at an Iftar on
Thursday in Larkana district on
the occasion of the 45th death
anniversary of the late Bhutto,
Bilawal said that the PPP would
ask the new federal govern-
ment to undertake such judi-
cial reforms. “It is time to ini-
tiate judicial reforms. The PPP
will ask the federal government
to undertake these reforms,”
the PPP chairman told the
gathering. 
“We want to provide speedy
justice to the people. We want
to fulfil our promise,” Bilawal,
the PPP chairman was quoted
as saying by The Express
Tribune newspaper.
Bilawal recalled that his moth-
er and former prime minister
late Benazir Bhutto had made
the judicial reforms an integral
part of the Charter of
Democracy (CoD), which was
signed with Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
supremo Nawaz Sharif in May
2006.
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Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida said Friday he

wants to strengthen military
and weapons development
cooperation with the United
States as well as with other
countries such as the
Philippines, as he prepares for a
visit to the US next week to meet
with President Joe Biden.
“Defense industry cooperation
between Japan and the United
States, as well as with like-
minded countries, are extreme-
ly important,” Kishida said in an
interview Friday with selected
foreign media, including The
Associated Press, at the Prime
Minister’s Office.
“Within the Japan-US alliance,
I do hope to steadily improve
deterrence and response capabil-
ity,” he said. Kishida said Japan
hopes to promote security coop-
eration in areas including
defense equipment and technol-
ogy. “By building multi-layered
networks of cooperation, we
can further expand and

strengthen our deterrence capa-
bility,” he said. During his April
8-14 trip to the US, Kishida will
hold talks with Biden at the
White House on Wednesday,
followed by a trilateral summit
with Philippine President
Ferdinando Marcos Jr. the next
day. Kishida is the first Japanese
leader to visit Washington as a
state guest since then-Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe in 2015,
who revised the interpretation of
Japan’s pacifist Constitution to
allow its self-defense-only prin-
ciple to also cover its ally, the
United States. Japanese officials
hope to showcase a rock-solid
Japan-US alliance in a number
of areas, but a deepening of secu-
rity and defense ties and an
expansion of arms co-develop-
ment are expected to top the
agenda for Kishida’s visit.
Since adopting a more expansive
national security strategy in
2022, Kishida’s government has
taken bold steps to accelerate the
country’s military buildup and
hopes to show it’s willing and
capable of elevating its security

cooperation with the United
States. Kishida has pledged
to double defense spending and
boost deterrence against an
increasingly assertive China,
which Japan considers a securi-
ty threat. Japan, working to
acquire what it calls a “counter-
strike” capability, has purchased
400 US Tomahawk long-range
cruise missiles.  After prohibit-
ing almost all weapons exports,
it has relaxed export guidelines
twice in recent months, allow-
ing the sale of lethal weapons to
countries from which they were
licensed and overseas sales of a
fighter jet it’s co-developing
with the UK and Italy. 
The changes have also allowed
Japan to ship Japanese-made
PAC-3 missiles to the United
States to help replace those con-
tributed by Washington to
Ukraine. The two leaders are
also expected to agree to start
discussions on establishing a
unified command on each side,
seen as a major structural change
to enhance interoperability and
response capability. 
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A41-year-old man convicted
of shooting and killing two

people, including an Indian, in
the US state of Oklahoma in
2002 has been executed, the
state’s first execution of the year.
Michael Dewayne Smith was
executed on Thursday by lethal
injection at the Oklahoma State
Penitentiary in McAlester town,
Oklahoma Attorney General
Gentner Drummond said in a
statement. Smith had been on
death row for the murders of 24-
year-old Indian store clerk
Sharath Pulluru and 40-year-old
Janet Moore in separate inci-
dents on February 22, 2002.
Oklahoma Attorney General
released a statement after Smith
was declared dead, saying: “I am
grateful that justice has been
served.”
“I pray that today brings some
measure of peace for the fami-
lies of Janet Miller-Moore and

Sharath Pulluru. It has been a
long and difficult 22 years for
their loved ones, and my heart
aches over the agony they have
endured,” he said.
“I want the people of Oklahoma
to know that the victims of
Michael Smith were good and
decent people who did not
deserve their fate,” Drummond
said. “Sharath, a bright young
man with a generous spirit, was
the first in his family to come to
the United States to pursue an
education. He was fun to be
around, was an inspiration to his
family, and had a promising
future,” he said.
He added that the two were
murdered because they were in
the wrong place at the wrong
time. “That was all. I am grate-
ful that justice has been served,”
he said. In a statement, the
Pulluru family said, “Sharath was
the life of our family. We are a
very close family and his sudden
death in such a violent manner

has affected our families’ lives
every day since. He will forever
live in our hearts. We are thank-
ful  justice was served today.”
The family of Moore also
released a statement declaring
that “justice has been served”
and thanking authorities for
pursuing the punishment over
the past 22 years. “It does not go
unnoticed or in vain, as we were
constantly reminded this is jus-
tice for a loss that has caused a
ripple for generations to come,”
the family wrote. When asked if
he had any last words, Smith
responded, “Nah, I’m good,”
the US media reported. Before
his execution, Smith said in a
statement: “My life is on the line.
Despite new evidence, my attor-
ney Mark Henricksen has
informed my family that he will
be filing no further appeals on
my behalf. I am releasing this
statement to demand that Mr
Henricksen do his job and fight
for my life.”
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The diggers’ hoes scrape the
brown soil, looking for —

and often finding — human
bone fragments. The women
then wipe the bone pieces with
their hands as others watch in
solemn silence.
The digging goes on, a scene
that’s become all too familiar in
a verdant area of rural south-
ern Rwanda, where the discov-
ery in October of human
remains at the site of a house
under construction triggered
another search for new mass
graves believed to hold victims
of the 1994 genocide against
Rwanda’s Tutsi.
In the months since, Rwandan
authorities say the remains of
at least 1,000 people have been
found in this farming commu-
nity in the district of Huye, a
surprisingly high number after
three decades of government
efforts to give genocide victims
dignified burials. As Rwanda
prepares to commemorate the
30th anniversary of the geno-

cide next week, continuing
discoveries of mass graves are
a stark reminder not only of the
country’s determination to rec-
oncile with its grim past but
also of the challenges it faces in
aiming for lasting peace.
Speaking to The Associated
Press, the head of a prominent
genocide survivors’ group and
several other Rwandans said
the discoveries underscore that
more needs to be done for true
reconciliation.
Rwanda has made it a criminal
offense to withhold informa-
tion about a previously
unknown mass grave. For years
perpetrators of the 1994 geno-
cide, including those who
served prison terms and were
later released, have been urged
to speak up and say what they
know. Yet the mass graves are
still mostly found by accident,
leading to new arrests and
traumatising survivors all over
again. The October discovery
led to the arrest of Jean Baptiste
Hishamunda, 87, and four of
his relatives. After the remains

of six people were discovered
under his home, diggers start-
ed going through his entire
property, finding dozens and
then hundreds more remains as
their search extended to other
sites in Huye.
An estimated 800,000 Tutsi
were killed by extremist Hutu
in massacres that lasted over
100 days in 1994. Some mod-
erate Hutu who tried to protect
members of the Tutsi minori-
ty also were targeted.
The genocide was ignited on
April 6 when a plane carrying
President Juvénal
Habyarimana, a member of the
majority Hutu, was shot down
in the capital Kigali. The Tutsi
were blamed for downing the
plane and killing the president.
Enraged, gangs of Hutu
extremists began killing Tutsi,
backed by the army and police.
The government of President
Paul Kagame, whose rebel
group stopped the genocide
and whose party has ruled the
East African country since
1994, has tried to bridge ethnic

divisions. The government
imposed a tough penal code to
punish genocide and outlaw
the ideology behind it, and
Kagame has fostered a culture
of obedience among the coun-
try’s 14 million people.
Rwandan ID cards no longer
identify a person by ethnicity
and lessons about the genocide
are part of the curriculum in
schools.
Hundreds of community pro-
jects, backed by the govern-
ment or civic groups, focus on
uniting Rwandans and, every
April, the nation joins hands in
sombre commemorations of
the genocide anniversary.
Today, serious crimes fuelled by
ethnic hatred are rare in this
small country where Hutu,
Tutsi and Twa live side by side
— but signs persist of what
authorities say is a genocidal
ideology, citing concealing
information about undiscov-
ered mass graves as an exam-
ple. Then there are incidents of
villagers asking mass-grave
investigators if they are search-

ing for valuable minerals or
dumping dog carcasses at
memorial sites, according to
Naphtal Ahishakiye, executive
secretary of Ibuka, the genocide
survivors’ group based in
Kigali. “It’s like saying, What we
lost during the genocide are
dogs,’” Ahishakiye said. There
are still those who resist com-
ing forward to say what they
witnessed, he said. “We still
need to improve, to teach, to
approach people, up to (when)
they become able to tell us what
happened.”
As more mass graves are dis-
covered, Tutsi survivors “start
to doubt” the good intentions
of their Hutu neighbours, he
said. Their pleas for informa-
tion about relatives lost in the
killings go unanswered.
In the village of Ngoma, where
shacks roofed with corrugated
sheets dot lush farmland, dig-
gers come across decaying
shoes and pieces of torn cloth-
ing among skulls and bones.
The survivors are traumatised
all over again.

“I have tried very hard to for-
get,” said Beata Mujawayezu,
her voice catching as she
recalled the killing of her 12-
year-old sister at a roadblock on
April 25, 1994.
The girl pleaded for her life
with militiamen, going down
on her knees in front of a gang
leader whom she addressed as
“my father.” She was hacked
with a machete.
“She was a lovely girl,”
Mujawayezu said of her sister
as she watched the digging at
a mass grave site on a recent
afternoon in her Tutsi-domi-
nated neighbourhood. “One
day, hopefully, we will get to
know where she was buried.”
Augustine Nsengiyumva,
another survivor in Ngoma,
said the new mass grave discov-
eries have left him disappoint-
ed in his Hutu neighbours,
whom he had grown to trust.
“Imagine sleeping on top of
genocide victims,” he said,
referring to cases where human
remains are found under peo-
ple’s homes. 
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Apple is laying off more
than 600 workers in

California, marking the com-
pany’s first big wave of post-
pandemic job cuts amid a
broader wave of tech industry
consolidation.
The iPhone maker notified
614 workers in multiple offices
on March 28 that they were
losing their jobs, with the lay-
offs becoming effective on
May 27, according to reports
to regional authorities. The
workers were cut from eight
offices in Santa Clara, accord-
ing to the filings under the
state’s Worker Adjustment and
Retraining Notification Act,
also known as WARN. But it’s
not clear which departments
or projects the employees were
involved in.
Apple did not immediately
respond to a request for com-
ment early Friday. The
Cupertino, California, compa-
ny had been a notable excep-
tion as other tech companies

slashed their workforces over
the past two years. There was
a massive surge in hiring dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic,
when people spent more time
and money online, and big
tech companies are still larg-
er than they were before the
pandemic. Still, as growth
slows, companies are focusing
on cutting costs.
In a recent regulatory filing,
Apple said it had about
161,000 full-time equivalent
employees.
Amazon announced earlier
this week a fresh round of lay-
offs, this time at its cloud com-
puting business AWS. In
recent months, video game
maker Electronic Arts said
it’s cutting about 5 per cent of
its workforce, Sony said its
axing about 900 jobs in its
PlayStation division, Cisco
Systems revealed plans to lay
off more than 4,000 workers
and social media company
Snap, owner of Snapchat,
announced its slashing 10 per
cent of its global workforce.
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China and Vietnam on
Friday tried to navigate

through their bitter differences
over the South China Sea as
their foreign ministers held
talks here amid heightened
tensions between Beijing and
Manila over the maritime dis-
pute. Bui Thanh Son, the
Foreign Minister of Vietnam,
held talks with his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi as the two
sides reaffirmed their com-
mitment to the code of conduct
agreement in the South China
Sea (SCS) besides bolstering
trade ties.
Vietnam, the Philippines,
Malaysia, Brunei, Taiwan
besides China have counter-
claims over the South China
Sea and Beijing remains the
central focus of the dispute as
it claims most parts of the area
are hotly contested by the rest.
Both China and Vietnam ruled
by their respective Communist
parties fought a bitter war in
1979 besides periodic tensions
between their navies over the
South China Sea dispute. China
seeks to maintain close ties with
Vietnam with bilateral initia-
tives pacifying Hanoi not to
ratchet up the tensions over the
South China Sea.  
Son’s visit is taking place amid
a bitter conflict between China
and the Philippines as Manila
backed by the US is trying to

assert its claim over the Second
Thomas Shoal in the South
China Sea which is strongly
resisted by Beijing. The coast
guard ships of both countries
jostled to assert their claim
which both claim as part of
their territory.
On the Foreign Ministers talks
Vietnamese official media
reported that Son and Wang
affirmed the leading impor-
tance of the Vietnam - China
relations in each country’s for-
eign policy, stressing the need
to enhance coordination and
effectively carry out the high-
level agreements and common
perceptions to unceasingly
develop bilateral ties.
“With regard to sea-related
issues, the two sides underlined
the importance of seriously
implementing the agreements
and common perceptions
reached between the two
Parties and countries’ leaders
on properly controlling and set-
tling differences,” a report in
the VN Express said. Wang told
Son that both sides should
jointly safeguard international
equity and justice and contin-
ue to support each other on
issues concerning major com-
mon interests. It is necessary to
be vigilant against engaging in
camp confrontations in the
region and cobbling together
various “small circles” to under-
mine regional peace and stabil-
ity, Wang said.
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Ukrainian officials claimed
on Friday they used a bar-

rage of drones to destroy at
least six military aircraft and
badly damage eight others at an
airfield in Russia’s Rostov
region. Russian defense offi-
cials, however, claimed they
intercepted 44 Ukrainian
drones and that only a power
substation was damaged in the
attack. The Associated Press
could not independently veri-
fy either side’s claims.
The assault appeared to be
one of Kyiv’s biggest air attacks
in the war, coming as its forces
stepped up their assaults on
Russian soil. Russia has also
escalated attacks on civilian
infrastructure, including
Ukraine’s power plants, in
recent weeks, signalling a new
and potentially dangerous
phase in the conflict as both
sides struggle to achieve signif-
icant advances on the ground.
The overnight attack targeted
a military airfield near
Morozovsk in Russia and was
conducted by Ukraine’s
Security Service in cooperation
with the army, Ukrainian intel-
ligence officials told the AP.
They said around 20 members
of the airfield’s personnel were
killed or injured. 
Morozovsk airfield was used by
Russian bombers that have
been launching guided aerial
bombs at Ukraine’s cities and
frontline positions, the officials
said. They spoke on condition
of anonymity because they
were not authorized to publicly
discuss the operation.
If true, the attack would be
among Ukraine’s most suc-
cessful cross-border strikes.
Last October, Ukraine claimed
it destroyed nine Russian heli-
copters at two airfields in
Russian-occupied regions using
longe-range ballistic missiles
donated by the United States.
Last August, Ukrainian media,
citing unidentified intelligence
sources, claimed that drone
attacks hit parked Russian
bomber aircraft at air bases
deep inside Russia.
In a conflicting version of
events, Russia’s Defense
Ministry said a total of 44

drones were “intercepted and
destroyed” in the Morozovsky
district, more than 100 kilome-
ters (60 miles) from the border.
The attack damaged a power
substation, Rostov Gov. Vasily
Golubev said, adding that eight
people near the airfield were
injured.
Usually well-informed Russian
military bloggers confirmed
an attempted attack by
Ukrainian drones on a military
air base in Morozovsk but
claimed there were no casual-
ties at the base and no damage

to warplanes.
The Russian defense ministry
said nine more drones were
intercepted over the border
regions of Kursk, Belgorod,
Krasnodar and the nearby
Saratov region, bringing the
total of attack drones deployed
by Ukraine overnight to 53.
Drone warfare is a key feature
of the war, which has extend-
ed into a third year since
Russia’s full-scale invasion of its
neighbor. On the 1,000-kilome-
ter (600-mile) front line, where
fighting is largely bogged down,

low-cost drones are used by
both sides to knock out expen-
sive military hardware.
The Kremlin’s forces have used
large numbers of Iranian-
designed Shahed drones to
bombard urban areas of
Ukraine. Kyiv, in turn, has
developed a small but fast-
growing defense industry
where drones, including dead-
ly unmanned sea vessels, are
proving effective.
Russian authorities have long
accused Ukraine of launching
regular drone attacks on power
plants, oil refineries and other
targets in western regions of
Russia near the border. Last
month, Ukraine fired a barrage
of 35 drones at such targets,
Russia said. Some attacks have
reached deep into Russia,
including Moscow and as far as
1,200 kilometers (745 miles)
east of Ukraine.
Ukraine cannot match the scale
of Russia’s military, however.
Last week, Moscow launched a
mass barrage of 99 drones and
missiles against Ukraine’s ener-
gy infrastructure, hitting
regions across the country.
Meanwhile, Ukraine’s air force
said it intercepted 13 Russian
drones launched overnight at
the southern regions of Odesa,
Zaporizhzhia and
Dnipropetrovsk, but five mis-
siles got through. Authorities
did not report any casualties.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said he
held a meeting with his top
brass focused on the produc-
tion of attack drones and the
manufacture of electronic war-
fare equipment to intercept
incoming drones.
He said late Thursday that the
meeting put together “clear
written agreements with man-
ufacturers, clear financing and
clear delivery deadlines.”
Authorities will next turn to
“robust and increasing” missile
production, he said, as military
support from Western partners
falls short of what Kyiv hoped
for. Zelenskyy said an assess-
ment of frontline positions
found that Ukraine has “man-
aged to stabilize our positions”
despite being outgunned and
outnumbered by the Russian
army.
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Tallinn (Estonia): Russian
authorities on Friday again
tried to link the deadly attack
on a Moscow concert hall to
Ukraine, saying one of the
detained suspects had photos
on his phone depicting troops
in camouflage uniforms with
the Ukrainian flag.
Ever since the March 22 mass
shooting and fire at the Crocus
City Hall concert venue that
killed 145 people, Russian offi-
cials have sought to blame
Ukraine for the massacre, even
though Kyiv has denied any
involvement and an affiliate of
the Islamic State claimed
responsibility.
Authorities, including
President Vladimir Putin, have
provided no evidence for the
link as they sought to shift the
narrative from the failure by
security services to prevent the
attack. Russia’s top law enforce-
ment agency, the Investigative
Committee, said in a statement
Friday that authorities found
photos in one of the suspects’
phones depicting “people in
camouflage uniforms with the
Ukrainian flag against the
background of destroyed hous-
es.” The phone also bore an
image of a Ukrainian postage
stamp with an obscene mes-
sage, the committee said. It did
not release the image, but it
could be referring to a popu-

lar postage stamp issued by
Kyiv that commemorates a
moment early in the 2022
invasion when Ukrainian sol-
diers reportedly issued a defi-
ant expletive at a Russian war-
ship. The committee also said
one of the suspects sent images
of access roads and entrances
to the concert hall to their han-
dler on February 24 — the sec-
ond anniversary of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.
The findings “may indicate
between the terrorist attack
and the carrying out of the spe-
cial military operation,” the
committee said, using the
Kremlin’s euphemism for the
war. The agency’s claims could-
n’t be independently verified.
On the day after the attack,
authorities said they captured
four men in the Bryansk
region that borders Ukraine
and alleged they had carried
out the shootings. Putin and
other officials claim the four
were headed for Ukraine.
The four, identified as Tajik
nationals, appeared in a
Moscow court on terrorism
charges and showed signs of
severe beatings. A number of
others have been arrested as
accomplices in several Russian
regions, and detentions of peo-
ple possibly linked to the
attackers were reported in
Tajikistan, as well. AP
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Imran Khan’s wife Bushra
Bibi has not been given any

poisonous substance, her per-
sonal physician has said follow-
ing a medical checkup after
allegations by the ex-prime
minister that the former first
lady was poisoned while incar-
cerated at his private residence
which was turned into a sub-
jail.
On April 2, Khan during the
hearing of the 190 million
pound Toshakhana corruption
case in Adiala jail informed
Judge Nasir Javed Rana that
there had been an attempt to
poison the former first lady and
added that she had marks on
her skin and tongue as a side
effect of the “poisoning”.
“I know who is behind it,” the
71-year-old former prime min-
ister said, without naming any-
one. He said that if any harm
came to 49-year-old Bushra,
the Pakistan Army chief (Gen
Asim Munir) should be held
responsible as members of an
intelligence agency were con-

trolling everything at his Bani
Gala residence in Islamabad
and Adiala jail in Rawalpindi.
“At this time, there is no evi-
dence of Bushra Bibi being poi-
soned,” Dr Asim Yousuf said
while speaking to Geo News,
adding: “We are not conduct-
ing any medical test to ascer-
tain administration of any poi-
sonous substance to Bushra
Bibi as no such symptoms are
detected.”
The physician said that Bushra
Bibi’s health deteriorated after
taking a meal two months ago.
However, she started consum-
ing less food due to health
issues, he added. The physician
added that he was unaware of
her actual health issues that
happened two months back.
Dr Yousuf said that medical
tests should be conducted by
keeping given her age and to
check for any health problems
including stomach-related
issues. He said that he would
meet Khan, the founder of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party
the incarcerated founder on
Saturday.

Regarding Khan’s health, Dr
Yousuf confirmed that the for-
mer premier was doing well
now, however, his appetite was
not normal after recovering
from a minor illness.
During her interaction with
journalists before the court
appearance, the former first
lady had also claimed that
“three drops of toilet cleaner”
were mixed in her food on the
eve of Shab-e-Meraj.
She said the food and water
served by the jail authority tast-
ed bitter.
Responding to a question,
Bushra said that “someone”
had told her in jail that toilet
cleaner was mixed in her food.
She, however, refused to dis-
close the name of the official.
“My eyes swell up, I feel pain in
my chest and stomach,” the for-
mer first lady had claimed.
Earlier in January, Khan and
Bushra Bibi were sentenced to
14 years in jail in the
Toshakhana corruption case
about the illegal sale of state
gifts which the former premier
received during his term.

Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
will embark on his maiden
three-day visit to Saudi Arabia
from Saturday to meet the
Saudi leadership and discuss
issues of mutual interest, it was
announced here on Friday.
Sharif, who assumed office as
Pakistan’s prime minister for a
second time last month, will
also perform Umrah (in
Makkah) and offer prayers at
the Masjid Nabwi Al-Sharif (in
Medina) during the visit from
April 6 to 8 during the last days
of Ramadan, according to the
Foreign Office. The Prime
Minister will be accompanied
by ministers for Foreign
Affairs, Defence, Finance,
Information and Economic
Affairs, it said.
The Prime Minister is expect-
ed to meet the Crown Prince
and Prime Minister
Mohammad bin Salman and
discuss issues of mutual inter-
ests. The leaders will also
exchange views on regional
and global developments.
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BUSINESS BBRIEF

GGSIPU SIGNS MOU WITH UNIVERSITY OF LADAKH
New Delhi: Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University (GGSIPU) has
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with University of
Ladakh (UoL) to foster research and education programmes for
students, scholars and faculty members. As per the MoU, both the
universities will mutually plan and conduct lectures/
workshops/conferences at the state/national/international level. The
students will undertake field visits, trainings, internships, placements,
etc. They will jointly undertake study/research projects, and collectively
develop MOOCs and learning modules in the area of Information and
communication technology, Entrepreneurship and value-added/skill
enrichment programmes for students.

THE COTTAGE NEW CARPET GALLERY INAUGURATED
New Delhi: Rachna Shah, IAS Secretary (Textiles) inaugurated the New
Carpet  Gallery at “the Cottage “ on April 4 in the presence of Manoj Lal,
Managing Director, The Central Cottage Industries Corporation of India
Ltd, Ajay Gupta, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, Amrit Raj,
Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Dr M Beena, IAS,
Development Commissioner (Handlooms). The Indian carpets are prized
possessions of any Art Connoisseur. 
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Reserve Bank’s monetary
policy decision of
keeping the key interest

rate unchanged and focus on
moderating inflation shows a
resolve on the part of the
central bank to ensure price
stability and sustained
economic growth, experts
opined on Friday.
The RBI kept the benchmark
interest rates unchanged at 6.5
per cent for the seventh time in
a row, citing concerns over
food inflation in view of IMD’s
prediction of above-normal
maximum temperatures from
April to June.
As the central bank held key
policy rates steady, the EMIs
on home and auto loans are
likely to remain stable for some
more time. The RBI has kept
interest rates unchanged since
February 2023.
“We stand by RBI’s
commitment for ‘unwavering
focus on price stability’ to
ringfence the economy from
global headwinds, including
geo-political situation and the

resultant supply chain
disruptions,” Assocham
Secretary General Deepak
Sood said.
The central bank has
successfully shielded the
economy from global
uncertainties over the past few
years, he added.
President of industry body
PHDCCI Sanjeev Agrawal too
said the RBI’s decision on its
policy rates will propel
economic activity and boost
economic growth.
“We expect a repo rate cut as
and when headline inflation
softens around 4.5 per cent,” he
said.
The RBI also retained its
growth and inflation forecast
for the current fiscal at 7 per
cent and 4.5 per cent,
respectively.
Raoul Kapoor, Co-CEO of
Andromeda Sales and
Distribution, the RBI governor
highlighted how inflation is
gradually decreasing and
emphasised the robust growth
in India’s economic landscape.
“These domestic conditions of
diminishing inflation and

promising growth prospects
set the stage for a potential rate
cut. We anticipate that in the
upcoming MPC meetings, the
RBI will likely announce a rate
cut ranging from 25 to 50 basis
points, provided the current
conditions continue to
improve,” he said.
Commenting on the monetary
policy, S K Narvar, Group
Chairman of Trident Realty,
said the RBI’s decision reflects
a strategic approach aimed at
nurturing economic recovery
and fostering stability.
“This move is set to benefit
potential homebuyers by
ensuring affordability and
sustaining momentum in the
housing market. With
consumer demand driving the
real estate sector, especially in
luxury housing, the decision to
maintain the repo rate status
quo supports feasible
macroeconomic indicators and
encourages new homebuyers
to invest in property,” Narvar
said.
HS Bhatia, managing director,
Kelwon Electronics and
Appliances Pvt Ltd, the

manufacturing partner of
Daewoo India, opined that
while the RBI’s decision to hold
the repo rate is positive for
consumer durables, a wait-
and-watch approach might
emerge.
“Consumers may prioritise

essentials if inflation remains a
concern. However, a strong 7
per cent GDP growth
(projection) is a confidence
booster,” he added.
Ayush Lohia, CEO of Lohia
Auto, was of the opinion that
the central bank’s decision

offers a sense of steadiness
within the broader economic
framework.
“Within the EV sector, stable
interest rates can have a
favourable influence on the
accessibility and financing of
electric vehicles, stimulating

greater consumer adoption of
cleaner transportation
alternatives. This corresponds
with our objective of
advancing sustainable mobility
and mitigating carbon
emissions,” he added.
While unveiling the monetary
policy, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das also
announced several other
developmental and regulatory
measures. Das announced that
certain modifications to the
Liquidity Coverage Ratio
(LCR) framework are
proposed towards facilitating
better management of liquidity
risk by banks.
Anil Gupta, Senior Vice
President, Co Group Head-
Financial Sector Ratings at
ICRA, said typically the
savings deposits attract a lower
outflow rate of 5 per cent in the
next 30 days while calculating
the LCR.
However, the saving deposits
mobilised through higher
interest rates on saving
accounts are not only interest
sensitive but may also be prone
to higher run-off in any

adverse development at a bank,
he said.
“Further, the actual outflow
rates for some of the saving
deposits may also be higher
than 5 per cent and hence the
proposal to review the LCR
framework is positive from the
liquidity risk management of
banks,” Gupta said.
Parijat Agrawal, Head — Fixed
Income at Union Mutual Fund,
expects interest rate cuts in the
third quarter of the fiscal. He
also said the RBI is expected to
keep liquidity neutral so that
further transmission of higher
rates can continue.
Nilesh Shah, MD at Kotak
Mahindra AMC, said the RBI
has achieved the objective of
stability, trust and growth.
Growth is higher than market
expectations, Shah said, and
added the market trusts the
RBI to lower the inflation to
midpoint.
The Reserve Bank will be
releasing the minutes of the
MPC meeting on April 19.
The next meeting of the MPC
is scheduled during June 5 to 7,
2024.

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das with Deputy Governors Swaminathan Janakiraman, Michael Debabrata
Patra, M Rajeshwar Rao and T Rabi Shankar arrives for a Press conference after delivering the Monetary Policy Statement, at
the RBI headquarters in Mumbai PTI

RBI decision shows resolve to ensure price stability: Experts
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India’s foreign exchange
reserves increased USD

2.951 billion to USD 645.583
billion for the week ended
March 29, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) said on Friday. 
This is the sixth consecutive
week of a jump in overall
reserves. The kitty had
increased USD 140 million to
USD 642.631 billion in the
previous reporting week.
The country’s forex kitty had in
September 2021 reached an
all-time high of USD 642.453
billion. The reserves took a hit
as the central bank deployed
the kitty to defend the rupee
amid pressures caused majorly
by global developments since
last year.
For the week ended March 29,
the foreign currency assets, a
major component of the
reserves, increased USD 2.354
billion to USD 570.618 billion,

data released on Friday
showed. 
Expressed in dollar terms, the
foreign currency assets include
the effect of appreciation or
depreciation of non-US units
like the euro, pound, and yen
held in the foreign exchange
reserves.
Gold reserves increased USD
673 million to USD 52.16

billion during the week, the
RBI said. 
The Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) were down USD 73
million to USD 18.145 billion,
the apex bank said. 
India’s reserve position with
the IMF was also down USD 2
million to USD 4.66 billion in
the reporting week, the apex
bank data showed. 

India forex kitty jumps
to new all time high

PTI n NEW DELHI

Interest-rate sensitive bank and
NBFC stocks gained on Friday

after the Reserve Bank kept the
benchmark interest rates
unchanged at 6.5 per cent for the
seventh time in a row.
Among the banking counters,
Kotak Mahindra Bank jumped
2.09 per cent to end at Rs
1,785.25 and HDFC Bank went
1.41 per cent higher to finish at
Rs 1,549.40 apiece on the BSE.
Also, State Bank of India grew
0.67 per cent to end at Rs 764.35
each, IndusInd Bank climbed
0.66 per cent to settle at Rs 1,554
and ICICI Bank rose 0.51 per
cent to finish at Rs 1,082.35.
However, Bank of Baroda fell
0.24 per cent to close at Rs
268.70 per piece on the
exchange.
The BSE Bankex increased
451.11 points or 0.83 per cent to
close at 54,590.61.
Among the NBFC stocks, SBI
Cards and Payment Services
jumped 5.24 per cent to close at
Rs 730.45, Jio Financial Services
climbed 3.24 per cent to settle at
Rs 373.05 and Bajaj Finserv
gained 1.56 per cent to end at Rs
1,681 apiece on the exchange.

Also, shares of LIC Housing
Finance rose 0.14 per cent to set-
tle at Rs 645 apiece on the BSE.
On the other hand, shares of
Bajaj Finance declined 1.48 per
cent to close at Rs 7,175.65.
The BSE Financial Services
jumped 97.52 points or 0.92 per
cent to end at 10,679.39. The
Nifty Bank climbed 432.25
points or 0.90 per cent to settle
at 48,493.05.
Bouncing back from the early
fall, the 30-share BSE Sensex

climbed 20.59 points or 0.03 per
cent to settle at 74,248.22 points.
The broader Nifty ended with a
marginal loss of 0.95 points at
22,513.70.
On Friday, the Reserve Bank of
India said it has kept the bench-
mark interest rates unchanged at
6.5 per cent for the seventh time
in a row, citing concerns over
food inflation in view of IMD’s
prediction of above normal
maximum temperatures during
April to June.

As RBI has held key policy rates
steady, the EMIs on home and
auto loans are likely to remain
stable for some more time. The
central bank has kept interest
rates unchanged since February
2023. While unveiling the first
bi-monthly monetary policy for
the current financial year, RBI
has retained its growth and
inflation forecast for the current
fiscal at 7 per cent and 4.5 per
cent, respectively.
“After a detailed assessment of
the evolving macroeconomic
and financial developments and
the outlook, it (MPC) decided by
a 5 to 1 majority to keep the pol-
icy repo rate unchanged at 6.50
per cent,” RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said.
He further said that the six-
member MPC would remain
focused on withdrawal of
accommodation to ensure that
inflation progressively aligns
with the target, while support-
ing growth.

Bank, NBFC stocks gain after
RBI policy announcement

PTI nMUMBAI

Equity benchmark index Sensex regis-
tered marginal gains to hit fresh lifetime

high on Friday after the Reserve Bank
maintained the status quo on key interest
rates amid a negative trend in global mar-
kets.
The six-member rate-setting panel of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Friday kept
the benchmark interest rates unchanged at
6.5 per cent for the seventh time in a row.
It also expressed concerns over food infla-
tion given IMD’s prediction of above-nor-
mal maximum temperatures during April-
June.
The 30-share BSE Sensex inched up 20.59
points or 0.03 per cent to settle at a fresh
record of 74,248.22. The index oscillated
between the intra-day peak of 74,361.11 and

the low of 73,946.92.
The broader NSE Nifty ended with a mar-
ginal loss of 0.95 points at 22,513.70. As
many as 28 components of the 50-share
benchmark ended in the red.
“Although the RBI policy meeting unfold-
ed as anticipated, concerns over food
inflation and warnings of a heat wave tam-
pered sentiment,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial Services.
Among the Sensex constituents, 18 stocks
closed in negative with UltraTech Cement,
L&T, Bharti Airtel, Bajaj Finance and
Tech Mahindra being major laggards.
Other heavyweights like Asian Paints,
Maruti, Titan and JSW Steel also saw heavy

selling.
In contrast, Kotak Mahindra Bank, Bajaj
Finserve, HDFC Bank, ITC and SBI
bucked the trend and ended the session
with a gain of up to 2.09 per cent.
BSE largecap gained 0.15 per cent, while
midcap and smallcap indices rose 0.50 per
cent.
Global oil benchmark Brent crude
advanced 0.11 per cent to USD 90.75 a bar-
rel.
Asian markets were lower, with Japan’s
Nikkei 225 losing 1.96 per cent and Hang
Seng of Hong Kong declining 0.01 per cent.
South Koran index Kospi fell 1.01 per cent.
European markets were trading in the red.

Germany’s DAX and London’s FTSE 100
lost 1.57 per cent and 0.90 per cent,
respectively, while CAC40 of France went
down by 1.36 per cent.
The US markets closed largely lower in the
overnight trade on Thursday.
“The global sentiment was dampened by
the rise in oil prices and tensions in the
Middle East. Investors remain attentive to
upcoming US non-farm payroll and unem-
ployment data, seeking clarity on the
Federal Reserve’s future rate path,” Nair said.
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs)
offloaded equities worth Rs 1,136.47 crore
on Thursday, according to exchange data.
On Thursday, the BSE benchmark Sensex
surged 350.81 points or 0.47 per cent to set-
tle at its lifetime high of 74,227.63. The NSE
Nifty also hit its fresh peak of 22,514.65,
gaining 80 points or 0.36 per cent. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Indian exporters made
further inroads in

European and Latin
American nations in 2023,
registering healthy growth in
countries such as Romania,
Montenegro, Austria, and
Guatemala, an official said
on Friday.
India’s merchandise export
rose 2.1 per cent to the
European Union (EU) in
2023 despite headwinds
being faced by large
developed markets like the
EU and the UK due to high
cost of living, weak external
demand, and monetary
tightening, the commerce
ministry official said.
“India’s export trade
expansion has been
impressive inspite of global
challenges in 2023,” the
official said.
India’s merchandise exports
have recorded healthy
growth in European nations
like Romania, Czech
Republic, Montenegro,
Finland, the Netherlands,
Portugal, Luxemburg,
Iceland, Ireland, and Austria.
“The growth points towards
India’s trade resilience and
growth despite prevailing
uncertainties and
deceleration of the
economies in Europe,” the
official added.
Similarly, in Latin American
countries, India’s exports
registered high growth in
2023 in Cuba, Uruguay,
Paraguay, Guyana, Peru,
Mexico, and Guatemala.

Sensex gains marginally to scale new peak

India exports register
healthy growth to
European, Latin American
nations in 2023

PTI n SINGAPORE

As the Indian economy progresses
towards the USD 5 trillion target

over the next two years and the USD 10
trillion target by 2030, the demand for
company secretaries will be tremendous
to manage the inflow of capital both
from the Indian and international
investors, a top domain expert said on
Friday.
“We have to increase the pool of
Company Secretaries (CS) to 95,000 by
2030 and to 1.4 lakh by 2047, the year of
Viksit Bharat economy driven by capital
flow and the government-initiated
infrastructure development,” B
Narasimhan, President of the Institute of
Company Secretaries of India (ICSI),
said here.
Currently, ICSI has around 70,000 CS
members and over 2 lakh students, he
told PTI.
Narasimhan gave an insight into the

aspects resonating with the Indian
economy. “We, as CS, are the most
recognised profession in the capital
market, handling compliances across the
board of listed and unlisted companies.
SEBI has appointed us as the compliance
offices and it is mandatory,” he said.
Called the Governance professionals,
Company Secretaries are at the forefront
of managing capital flow from the
market, he elaborated.
The company secretaries ensure that the
governance is properly done by all
corporations across India.
Narasimhan is confident of the Indian
economic progress, which though was
slowed down by the COVID-19
pandemic over the past two years. But he
was quick to add that the economic
growth pace was being accelerated.
Further, India is the only fast-paced
growing economy which is giving
investors the best rate of return on
investments, he pointed out, adding that

funds will come as investors are looking
at ways of ploughing their monies and
India, for that matter, has become the
best destination for Foreign Direct
Investments (FDI).
To sustain 8 per cent GDP growth, the
huge infrastructure development will
continue, the manufacturing sector will
be boosted and exports will be increased
through the global supply chain, he said.
Narasimhan also explained that ICSI
holds international conferences to gain
insight into the global markets and take
on rich pickings for members.
“We are building synergies and raising
the capabilities of the CS profession
through global interactions,” he said.
Officiating at the two-day conference,
the Indian High Commissioner to
Singapore, Dr Shilpak Ambule,
highlighted India’s role on the global
platform.
He said: “The theme of the conference is
particularly apt, as fostering resilient and
sustainable economies is crucial for both
India and Singapore. ICSI plays a pivotal
role in ensuring good corporate
governance”.
“By equipping Company Secretaries with
the necessary knowledge and skills, ICSI
fosters ethical conduct and compliance
within companies, which in turn
contributes to a more robust and
sustainable financial ecosystem,” he said.
The envoy further added that Company
Secretaries act as guardians of
transparency, facilitating effective
boardroom practices and ensuring
accurate disclosures to stakeholders.
ICSI’s Immediate Past President Manish
Gupta informed more than 100 delegates
at the conference and over 3,000 logged
into the event through live streaming on
ICSI’s initiatives for equipping
professionals beyond boundaries for
strengthening the basic structure of
Corporate Governance. 

PTI nMUMBAI

The rupee appreciated 9 paise
to close at 83.30 (provision-

al) against the US dollar as the
Reserve Bank of India on Friday
kept the benchmark interest
rate unchanged at 6.5 per cent
for the seventh time in a row.
However, a strong US dollar
against major rivals overseas and
elevated crude oil prices capped
sharp gains for the local unit,
forex traders said.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 83.44 against the
greenback. The unit hit an intra-
day high of 83.26 and a low of
83.45.
The local unit finally settled at
83.30 (provisional) against the
dollar, 9 paise higher from its
previous close.
On Thursday, the rupee recov-
ered 14 paise to close at 83.39
against the US dollar.
The rupee gained as the RBI’s
monetary policy remained the
focus. The central bank kept CPI
and GDP projections for FY25
unchanged at 4.5 per cent and
7 per cent, respectively, said Anuj
Choudhary Research Analyst,
Sharekhan by BNP Paribas.
“After a detailed assessment of
the evolving macroeconomic
and financial developments and
the outlook, it (MPC) decided by
a 5 to 1 majority to keep the pol-
icy repo rate unchanged at 6.50
per cent,” RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said.
He further said that the six-

member MPC would remain
focused on the withdrawal of
accommodation to ensure that
inflation progressively aligns
with the target while supporting
growth.
While unveiling the first bi-
monthly monetary policy for the
current financial year, the RBI
has retained its growth and
inflation forecast for the current
fiscal at 7 per cent and 4.5 per
cent, respectively.
“We expect the rupee to trade
with a slight negative bias on risk
aversion in global markets and
a strong US dollar. The surge in
crude oil prices and FII outflows
may also weigh on the rupee.
“Renewed geopolitical tensions
in the Middle East may put
downside pressure on risk assets.
However, an optimistic eco-
nomic outlook by the RBI
Governor and any intervention
by the central bank may support
the rupee at lower levels,”
Choudhary added.

India will need huge pool of company secretaries Rupee rises 9 paise to close
at 83.30 against US dollar



The Kiran Nadar Museum of
Art (KNMA) opened its doors
in 2010 as the first museum in

India focused on modern and
contemporary art. It was special
because it helped people learn about
art and how it connects to our
culture through exhibitions,
publications, and educational
programs.
Last month, KNMA recently
embarked on a collaborative project
with Nexus Select Citywalk for a

one-of-a-kind experience called the
Art Maze. This was not any ordinary
exhibition. It was a journey inspired
by the works of Indian legends like
Lakshman Pai, Raja Ravi Verma,
Jamini Roy, SH Raza, and Vivan
Sundram. And as one walked
through this mesmerising maze, art
came alive to gently embrace you
and make you a part of that artistic
experience. 
The Art Maze was designed to spark
the participants' creativity and let

their inner selves shine. It was an
inspiring gift for aspiring artists, as
it allowed them to indulge
themselves for an hour, paint with
colours from their imaginative
palette and share their artistic
vision. To the credit of the
organisers, the ambience was
magical, and it encouraged people
of all ages to pick up brushes to
create and colour their own
masterpieces. Be it a seasoned artist
or a rank beginner, the Art Maze

truly provide space for one's artistic
expressions to run unbridled.
Everyone and anyone was invited to
this artistic adventure with families,
especially kids, exploring their
creativity amid fun and relaxation. 
The Art Maze was not just about
making art; it was about making
memories. It was a place where
families and friends could bond over
their shared love of art. Whether
you came with your families, your
best friend, or simply by yourself,

you got to create something
special together. The event
celebrated people-to-people
connection as much as it
celebrated the beauty of art itself.
The Art Maze stands out as a
wonderful example of how the
artist within us never fades
away. Seeing people colouring
the maze was mesmerizing and
therapeutic. It was an art
platform where everyone got to
express themselves. Imagine a
maze, but getting lost in it
instead. One even got to paint
the walls! Kids, parents,
grandparents - everyone
grabbed a brush and added
their splash of colour. Like a
never-ending Holi celebration,
even the walls came alive with
a burst of colours, alongside
creativity.
The exhibition travelled beyond the
narrow realms of the term itself to
turn into an immersive journey of
creativity, imagination, and the
enduring spirit of art. An impact
that will definitely last a lifetime,
reminding us of the power of art to
inspire, unite, and uplift.

The recently released Crew promises a glamorous, global
adventure with a talented cast. However, the story line hits

some bumps immediately upon take off to not really reach the
heights it intended to. The film follows three flight attendants -
Jasmine (Kareena Kapoor Khan), Geeta Sethi (Tabu), and
Divya Rana (Kriti Sanon) who are tired of their monotonous
routines and yearn for financial freedom.
The undeniable strength of Crew lies in its leading ladies.
Kareena Kapoor Khan delivers a captivating performance as
Jasmine, the mastermind behind the operation. She seamlessly
blends ambition with desperation, creating a character that's
both strong and vulnerable. Tabu brings her signature elegance
to Geeta Sethi, the seasoned flight attendant with a hidden
adventurous streak. Kriti Sanon completes the trio as Divya
Rana, injecting the film with wide-eyed innocence and a
determination to prove herself. Their on-screen chemistry is
the heart and soul of the film. Their hilarious mishaps during
their escapades are where Crew truly shines. 
Director Rajesh A Krishnan creates a visually stunning
portrayal of the airline industry in Crew. Luxury airplane

cabins, breathtaking aerial views, and carefully designed
flight attendant uniforms all contribute to a sense of
escapism. These visuals complement the film's central
theme, which explores the allure of a life far from
ordinary. 
The biggest missed opportunity in Crew is the heist
itself. The plot unfolds too quickly, lacking the tension

and intricate planning that make a daring heist film
exciting. The stakes could have been higher, with a

more elaborate execution, to create a thrilling
experience for the audience. Instead, the film
seems a remake of the real life misadventures
of Vijay Mallya and Kingfisher airlines. The
plot as much as the climax could have been

more engaging, with more complex challenges
to grab the audience's attention. The supporting
roles, such as Diljit Dosanjh's love interest, feel
underdeveloped and their stories incomplete,
leaving viewers wanting more depth in their
narratives. Kapil Sharma's comedic talents
are underutilized in a brief and somewhat
forgettable appearance.
The film feels like a promotional tool for
brands, with numerous brands featured
heavily. It seems almost like a game to
remember all the brand names after
watching the movie. Brands like Wow
Momo make an appearance, but the
movie script itself feels anything but
"Wow." Other brands like Zomato,
Amul, and Ajio are also prominently
featured. 
Despite this, Crew offers a refreshing
perspective on a female-driven heist
genre. It celebrates female
empowerment and the strength of
female friendships. Kareena Kapoor
Khan, Tabu, and Kriti Sanon
deliver strong performances that
hold the film together, even when
the plot falters. The heart of the
film lies in the mutual trust
between these women,
showcasing their resilience and

unwavering support for each other.
While the narrative could have been

more refined, the movie boasts a perfect
cast. It's a female-centric film, and

everyone plays their roles perfectly. The
lighthearted moments, message of
female empowerment, and stylish
fashion-the ladies look amazing

throughout the movie-make Crew an
enjoyable, albeit uneven,
entertainment ride. 

Renowned artist
Divyaman Singh is takes
art enthusiasts on an

ethereal odyssey through his
latest exhibition, "The Divine
Elements Vol I," curated by the
discerning Shahzada
Khurram. This visionary
collection promises to
seamlessly merge the realms of
astronomy, earthly elements,
and spirituality into a
captivating exploration of
artistic expression.
Set against the backdrop of the
Kalamkar Gallery in Bikaner
House, New Delhi, the
exhibition opens its doors
today, offering attendees the
exclusive opportunity to
immerse themselves in Singh's
innovative creations and delve
into the depths of the artist's
creative process.

Recognized for his remarkable
ability to harmoniously blend
diverse elements within his
artwork, Divyaman Singh
presents a collection that
intricately weaves together the

enigmatic mysteries of the
universe with the tangible and
spiritual facets of human
existence. "The Divine
Elements Vol I" serves as a
visual symphony, inviting

viewers to contemplate the
profound connections between
the celestial and terrestrial
realms.
In Singh's own words, painting
becomes a dialogue between

the artist and his canvas,
wherein oil on canvas becomes
the medium to blend the
beauty of space with the
essence of spirituality. It's akin
to a cosmic dance, where stars

mingle with earthly elements,
forging a connection between
the vast universe and
humanity. Each brushstroke
narrates a tale of
interconnectedness, inviting

spectators to behold a vibrant
world where the visible and
invisible converge in sublime
harmony.
The curator behind this
extraordinary exhibition,
Shahzada Khurram, brings his
keen eye for artistic subtlety
and a dedication to showcasing
avant-garde voices in the art
world. "The Divine Elements
Vol I" stands as a testament to
Khurram's unwavering
commitment to curating
exhibitions that transcend
conventional boundaries and
spotlight artists whose work
leaves an indelible imprint on
the cultural landscape.
Khurram observes, "The
Divine Elements Vol I
seamlessly mixes spirituality
and earthly elements on
canvas. Singh's adept use of oil

painting crafts a mesmerizing
journey where the celestial and
terrestrial realms unite
seamlessly."
Singh's mastery shines through
his symbolic portrayal of
celestial bodies and earthly
elements, weaving a visual
narrative that prompts
introspection. The color
palette, blending celestial blues
with earthy hues and golden
accents, elevates each artwork
to a spiritual realm. This
exhibition transcends artistic
confines, encouraging viewers
to ponder the
interconnectedness of the
cosmos. "The Divine Elements
Vol I" isn't merely a collection;
it's a visual masterpiece
orchestrating a cosmic ballet of
beauty and spirituality," he
adds.
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The film Swatantra Veer
Savarkar, directed by
Randeep Hooda, who is
also the eponymous
protagonist of the

narrative, tells the untold story of
the freedom fighter Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar, portraying his
journey from heroism to
imprisonment. The movie depicts
Savarkar's evolution from a hero
to a prisoner and highlights his
strong ideology and the challenges
he faced in the Kaala Paani jail in
the Anadamans. 
Randeep Hooda has clearly
excelled himself in portraying
Savarkar, taking his acting skills a
notch higher. The movie
masterfully depicts the jail scenes
where Savarkar's struggles are laid
bare to a generation that may be

unfamiliar with India's tirelessly
and selflessly fought freedom
struggle. 
The attention to detail sets Veer
Savarkar apart in a league of its

own. Hooda's unbelievable
physical transformation (the actor
is supposed to have lost 30 kgs to
fit into his character), enhances
the overall authenticity of the

portrayal. Hooda's exceptional
acting notwithstanding, the film
does suffer from some directorial
shortcomings, but they seem too
minor given the audience's
reaction to the film. Ankita
Lokhande's portrayal of Yamma
Bai is impactful despite her short
screen time. Overall, the film
underlines Randeep Hooda's
tremendous potential as an artist.
Swatantra Veer Savarkar explores
different aspects of the freedom
fighter, both from his own
standpoint as well as that of
Mahatma Gandhi's. While the
film has been hailed for its
historical authenticity, some feel it
is rather slow-paced and that
better directorial intervention
would have curtailed the
shortcomings. For a film that

stretches for three full hours, it
could have done a bit more to
break the monotony. That pace
and drama was missing. Also,
there is a general view that the
film did not really delve deep
enough into Savarkar's history
because most of it has been either
ignored or erased. . 
Swatantra Veer Savarkar in the
final analysis is a commendable
effort and a work of art that sheds
light on an important yet largely
neglected chapter of India's
historic struggle for Independence
from British Raj. It is a must-
watch for anyone interested not
just in the life of Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar but also the
inexplicable mystery that
surrounds this historical
figure.

BOLD ATTEMPT,
WEAK DELIVERY
Bollywood's Crew boasts of a stylish takeoff but is
grounded by an uneven plot, says SAKSHI PRIYA

SWATANTRA VEER SAVARKAR is a commendable work of
art that sheds light on an important, yet largely neglected,
chapter of India's historic struggle for Independence from
British Raj says SAKSHI PRIYA

The Divine Elements Vol I, an art exhibition unveils the cosmic fusion of artistry by DIVYAMAN SSINGH

A voyage through cosmos and inner self

LOSE YOURSELF IN A
MAZE OF COLOUR

The recently concluded Art Maze by the KIRAN NNADAR MMUSEUM OOF AART celebrated
people-to-people connection as much as it celebrated the beauty of art itself, writes SAKSHI PPRIYA

SAVARKAR
REDISCOVERS
CINEMA

Earth:  Emerald whispers of the cosmos dance
with ethereal whispers

Inferno: In vivid colours Nuclear sun: The glow of red Unknown: Power of motion
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PTI n BENGALURU

Legendary New Zealand shot putter Valerie
Adams was on Friday named the

‘International Event Ambassador’ for the 16th
TCS World 10K Bengaluru to be held on April
28.
Adams had won shot put gold in the 2008 and
2012 Olympics, besides bagging a silver (2016)
and bronze (2021) before retiring. 
“The increasing enthusiasm for running in
India is both motivating and inspiring,” stated
Adams, a four-time consecutive world
champion, in a press release.
“I am excited to witness the boundless energy
and passion that participants will bring to the
race.”
Since retiring from competitive athletics, the
39-year-old has passionately taken on the role
of a spokesperson for women in sports.
Currently, she holds the office of Chair of the
World Athletes Commission, where she
continues to champion the rights and welfare
of athletes globally.
Adams is also closely involved in the
Paralympic sphere, collaborating with her
sister, Lisa and other athletes, providing
support and guidance.
“As one of the most accomplished athletes in
the world, Valerie embodies determination,
perseverance, and excellence,” said Vivek

Singh, Jt MD, Procam International.
“Her remarkable achievements in the field and
her commitment to the advancement of
sports, particularly for women and para-
athletes serve as an inspiration to athletes
worldwide. We look forward to together
celebrating athleticism and our community
spirit at the TCS World 10K Bengaluru.”
Adams also boasts of being a four-time world
indoor champion and a three-time
Commonwealth Games winner.
She is only the third woman to win world
championships at youth, junior and senior
levels. In 2014, she was honoured with the
IAAF World Athlete of the Year title.

PTI n PERTH (AUSTRALIA)

The in-form Indian men’s hockey
team will look to pass the “litmus

test” that the formidable Australian
side will pose at home when the two
face off in a five-match Test series
beginning here on Saturday. 
The series offers India a chance to
gauge their strengths and capabilities
ahead of the Paris Olympics.
“This series serves as a litmus test for
our team’s preparedness ahead of the
Paris Olympics. We aim to fine-tune
our strategies and identify areas for
improvement to ensure we are in peak
form for the mega event.
“Our focus will be on executing our
game plan effectively and adapting to
the challenges posed by the Australian
side,” chief coach Craig Fulton said.
The away assignment offers the ideal
chance for India to break their
decade-long dry spell against
Australia and secure a Test series win.
Notably, India won the last away Test
series against Australia back in 2014.
Fresh from their impressive
performances in the FIH Pro League
in February, the Indian squad, under

the leadership of Harmanpreet Singh,
is approaching this assignment with
confidence.
India’s exceptional abilities and
unwavering determination were
evident as they clinched victories in
three out of four matches in
Bhubaneswar (within regulation time)
and remained unbeaten in Rourkela

(also within regulation time).
However, they had lost both their
matches against Australia. 
With the two sides drawn in the same
group at the Olympics, the Test series
provides the perfect platform for both
to gauge each other’s strengths and
weaknesses before the ultimate
showdown in Paris Games.

“We are geared up for the challenge
that lies ahead. Every match is an
opportunity for us to showcase our
skills and make our nation proud. We
are aware of the tough competition
Australia presents, but we are
confident in our abilities and our
preparations,” captain Harmanpreet
said.
“As a team, we are united and
determined to give our best on the
field. Our goal is to not only perform
well in this series but also to learn and
grow as a unit, laying a strong
foundation for our campaign in the
Paris Olympics.”
India and Australia have clashed on
the hockey field a total of 43 times
since 2013, according to data from the
FIH Data Hub. 
Among these match-ups, Australia
have emerged victorious 28 times,
while India have celebrated triumph
in eight games. Additionally, seven
matches have concluded in a draw.
With India ranked fourth and
Australia fifth in the current world
rankings, the stage is set for a gripping
battle between two hockey
powerhouses.

India ready for Australia challengeShot put legend Valerie to grace World 10K

PTI nMUMBAI

In a big boost for struggling
Mumbai Indians, world
number one T20 batter

Suryakumar Yadav trained
with the team here on Friday
after a long injury layoff and
unleashed his trademark shots
without any visible discomfort,
raising hopes that he could
compete in the team’s next IPL
match against Delhi Capitals.
Five-time champions Mumbai
Indians are languishing at the
bottom of the 10-team table,
having lost all three matches so
far and if Suryakumar plays,
the Hardik Pandya-led team
will hope that his presence
helps them with the
anticipated turnaround.
The 33-old aggressive batter
has been out of action since
January. He underwent a
surgery to treat sports hernia
and was also nursing an ankle
injury which he had sustained
during India’s tour of South
Africa late last year.
Suryakumar was the first to
arrive for the training session
at the Wankhede Stadium,
more than an hour before his
teammates came for the
afternoon session. 

Suryakumar walked into one
of the two nets and batted for
more than an hour, not looking
to exert himself but getting his
body in rhythm and getting his
strokes going a few days after
he was given the clearance to
join the Mumbai Indians’
squad by the National Cricket
Academy (NCA) staff. 
The right-handed batter
unleashed strokes in all parts of
the ground while batting
against throwdown specialists
and MI spinner Kumar
Kartikeya. He hit the ball
exactly the way he wanted,
middling most of his strokes
and also practiced his
trademark flick shot over the
fine-leg region.
The team is coming off a short
break after taking a trip to
Jamnagar following its third
straight loss in the ongoing
tournament, the last one being
a six-wickets defeat Rajasthan
Royals on April 1. Meanwhile,
in the adjacent nets, Delhi
Capitals and Australia batter
David Warner had a long hit
among the others. Mumbai’s
Ranji Trophy bowler Mohit
Awasthi was also seen bowling
to the Delhi Capitals’ batters
during their training.

PTI n MUMBAI

Indian spinner Kuldeep
Yadav is nursing a groin

niggle and has been advised
rest as a precautionary
measure by the Delhi Capitals
team management in the
ongoing Indian Premier
League.
The 29-year-old left-arm
spinner picked up the niggle
after DC’s second game of the
season against Rajasthan
Royals in Jaipur, which the
team lost.
The player was forced to miss
out on the next couple of
contests where veteran pacer
Ishant Sharma returned to the
playing XI.
“It will take some time for
him to be match fit,” an IPL
source told PTI when asked
about Kuldeep’s status.
Since he is a centrally-
contracted player and a T20

World Cup hopeful, National
Cricket Academy’s sports
science and medical team will
have a big say in Kuldeep’s
injury and rehab
management.
It is mandatory for franchises
to report niggles and injury
concerns of an India player to
the NCA.
Although he has been
travelling with the side for all
the clashes, his participation
in DC’s upcoming tie against
Mumbai Indians on Sunday
remains doubtful.
Kuldeep has picked up three
wickets in two matches at an
economy of 7.62.
He has been on a wicket-
taking spree, coming off a
great performance in the five-
Test series against England
that concluded last month,
where he claimed 19 wickets
in four meetings at an average
of 20.15.

PTI n MUMBAI

Virat Kohli is “under a lot
of pressure” in the

ongoing IPL owing to the
collective failure of Royal
Challengers Bengaluru
batters, feels former Australia
captain Steve Smith who
wants the Indian superstar’s
RCB teammates to come good
in the supporting act. 
Kohli has waged a lone battle
for RCB this IPL season with
203 runs in four matches at
67.66 with two fifties. The
second-best batter, Dinesh
Karthik, is way behind with 90
runs in as many games. 
Despite Kohli’s consistency,
RCB have faltered with three
losses in four matches
throwing them as far back as
the seventh spot in the points
table. The likes of Glenn
Maxwell, skipper Faf du
Plessis and Cameron Green
have been underwhelming so
far with the bat.
“He needs the other key
batters to stand up with him,
and if they do that, they can
turn things around for their
season. But, at the moment,
they’re not so a lot of pressure
is on Virat,” Smith, a member
of the Star Sports Incredible
Star Cast, told PTI in an
exclusive interaction at the
channel’s studio here.
“I doubt he’d be putting extra
pressure on himself. (But)
some of the other top-order
and middle-order (batters)
need to help Virat,” he said.
Smith warned that Kohli is
not going to score runs in
every match and RCB batters
must get their act together.
“He started the campaign
really well in the IPL and he
needs some support. He’s not
going to score runs on every
occasion,” he said.
“But, I doubt he’d be thinking
that way. I don’t think he’d go

out and put extra pressure on
himself. He’d just go out and
play and see what happens in
that game.”
Smith rubbished the criticism
which Kohli has faced time
and again in his career over
his batting strike-rate saying
that no player in the world can
read situations as well as the
Indian batter. Kohli has been
hitting at over 140 in this
year’s IPL.
“Virat is an incredible player.
What he does really well, and
probably better than most
people in the world, is (that)
he sums up the conditions and
the situation of the game and
plays accordingly,” he said.
“If he needs to strike big, he
does. If he needs to bring it
back a little bit and build some
partnerships...You don’t need
180 on every ground; 150-160
might be enough on some
grounds,” he added.
“Virat sums up the conditions
really well and the situation.
I’m not fussed about the strike
rate,” Smith continued.
Smith also touched upon
another controversy-mired
sub-plot in the IPL — Hardik
Pandya’s captaincy of Mumbai
Indians and the fan backlash
he is facing. He understands
why Pandya has been
subjected to jeering in all
three matches so far, but also
wants fans to stop holding on
to the past.
“Yes and no. Obviously, there
was that (booing) going on in
the first two games. It sort of
becomes a bit of a thing, if that
makes sense. But, it was
unfortunate, I think. I’d love
to see them supporting
Hardik. Obviously, there’s a lot
of huge Rohit fans out there,”
he said.
“A lot of people are a bit
annoyed that he’s not the
captain of the side. But,
everyone needs to let go of

that and support Hardik. He’s
a wonderful player. He had a
lot of success at Gujarat
(Titans). He’s back (as)
captain of the side at Mumbai
now.
“The senior players need to
help him out,” Smith said.
Being a subject of severe
international scrutiny as
Australia captain back in 2018
following the ball-tampering
incident in Cape Town which
led to him being banned for
one year, Smith shared some
insights on what it takes to
come out.
“While all this negativity is
out there, he has got to find
ways to cope with it and
mechanisms to deal with it,”
Smith said.
“Everyone is different (in) the
way they do that. For me,
personally, I just block
everything out. I don’t listen
to anything; I don’t listen to
any comments, or boos, or
anything like that.
“It’s difficult to say, but you
kind of just have to let it be.
Block it out as much as you
can, and just get on with the
job at hand. I think the best
way for him to turn people
around is if Mumbai start
winning, that’s the key thing,”
Smith said.
Smith, however, rejected
suggestions that the off-field
drama has been a factor in
MI’s three successive losses.
“One thing about the Mumbai
Indians is (that) they’re
notoriously bad starters in the
tournament. They’ve done it
on numerous occasions,” he
said.
“I don’t think they’d be too
worried just yet. But, they will
have to turn things around
really quickly. It doesn’t look
good, 0-3 at the bottom of the
table. They have to turn things
around really quickly,” he
added.

PTI n JAIPUR

Struggling Royal Challengers
Bengaluru and high-flying

Rajasthan Royals bizarrely have
similar worries to address when
they face each other in the
Indian Premier League here on
Saturday. 
The eighth place where RCB are
currently on the 10-team table
is a fair indication of their trou-
bles, but Rajasthan’s all-win
record so far and the resultant
second place do not necessari-
ly mirror their turmoil. 
An underwhelming top-order is
the intertwining factor between
them.
The RCB top-order comprising
skipper Faf du Plessis, Glenn
Maxwell, Cameron Green and
Rajat Patidar is a storehouse of
talent and explosiveness. But
none of them have fired either
in isolation or in unison, except
star batter Virat Kohli, the cur-
rent Orange Cap holder with
203 runs, who has made two
fifties. 
Patidar showed a glimpse of his
clean shot-making abilities while
registering 29 in their 28-run
defeat against Lucknow Super
Giants, but he needs to do a lot
more to prop up the RCB mid-
dle-order. 
The Bengaluru outfit will hope
for a reversal at the Sawai Man
Singh Stadium, a venue that car-
ries similar traits as RCB’s home
— Chinnaswamy Stadium — in
terms of a smooth pitch and a
blistering outfield adding value
to the batters’ shots. 
But the aforementioned RCB
quartet has company in the
Royals’ ranks. 

Yashasvi Jaiswal entered this iter-
ation of IPL on the back of some
excellent recent efforts, but the
left-handed opener has made
just 39 runs from three match-
es, and Jos Buttler offers a sim-
ilar story.
The England T20 captain is yet
to be in his intimidating self, and
has managed 35 runs from
three outings and his strike-rate
across these matches is a mere
85. 
The Royals’ batting has largely
revolved around captain Sanju
Samson (109 runs, one fifty) and
the highly-improved Riyan
Parag (181 runs, 2 fifties) and at
some point, the duo will require
solid support from others.
However, Rajasthan have an
edge over their opponents in the
bowling department. 
Pacers Trent Boult and Nandre
Burger and veteran leg-spinner
Yuzvendra Chahal have worked
up a nice early rhythm and have
shared 16 wickets between
them.
The out of touch Bengaluru bat-
ters might just find it tough to
tackle the trio at its home turf.

The lone missing piece in
Rajasthan’s bowling, rather sur-
prising at that, is the patchy form
of Ravichandran Ashwin, who
has taken one wicket from three
matches while giving away 8.3
runs per over. 
But the seasoned off-spinner can
turn that around quickly, and he
has a fine record against RCB as
well. 
However, going by their last four
matches, RCB seem to be lack-
ing the variety or strength in
their bowling to exploit the
chinks in Rajasthan batting. 
Left-arm pacer Yash Dayal and
off-spinner Glenn Maxwell lead
their wicket-takers’ chart with
four wickets apiece but even that
really is an inflated picture as the
duo hasn’t been able to make any
real impact on the proceedings. 
The modest form of experi-
enced pacers has really hurt
them as Mohammed Siraj has
leaked over 10 runs an over
while Alzarri Joseph and his
replacement Reece Topley have
given away more than nine
runs an over for meagre
returns. 

Virat under lot of
pressure this IPL

Mumbai Indians get Suryakumar boost

Kuldeep advised rest as
precautionary measure
for groin niggle

RCB, RR look to tackle similar
worries to make headway


