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Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
assured that he will implement the
six guarantees of his party on
December 9, 2023. The CM should
tell us where the six guarantees are
now. Speaking lies is the only
Congress guarantee. The Model

Election Code will go on
June 6 but the CM is
asking people to wait
till August. Why?

People are unhappy
about the Congress

as Revanth
Reddy is an
expert in
speaking lies.

- G. Kishan Reddy, 
Telangana BJP president

PNS n HYDERABAD

Former Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao unfollowed
BRS working president KT Rama
Rao, Rajya Sabha Member J.
Santhosh Kumar and KTR’s son
Himanshu Rao on Sunday.

In fact, KTR, Santhosh and
Himanshu followed KCR’s X
account on the very first day. Now
KCR is following the BRS’s official
account only.

KCR entered X on Saturday
with the name @KCRBRSpresident
and acquired 26.9K followers in a
day. KCR entered social media plat-
form X as well as Instagram on
BRS’s Foundation Day, that is,
April 27.

KCR unfollows KTR,
Santosh, Himanshu
from his X account

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Indian Meteorological
Department Hyderabad (IMD-H)
said on Sunday that the heat wave
is likely to continue in Telangana.
Meanwhile, Karimnagar recorded
the highest temperature of 45.4
degrees Celsius on Sunday.

Hyderabad recorded a maximum
temperature of 42.8 degrees Celsius.
Nalgonda and Mulugu districts
(45.2) recorded the second-highest
temperature. Jagtial (45.1),
Jayashankar Bhupalpally and
Mancherial (44.8), Peddapalli (44.7)
and Komaram Bheem Asifabad
(44.6) districts also recorded high
temperatures.

The IMD report said that on
April 28 hot, humid weather pre-

vailed in the districts of Adilabad,
Komaram Bheem Asifabad,
Mancherial, Jagtial, Rajanna Sircilla,
Karimnagar, Peddapalli,
Jayashankar Bhupalpally, Mulugu,
Bhadradri Kothgudem, Khammam,
Nalgonda, Suryapet, Mahbubabad,
Warangal, Hanamkonda,
Nagarkurnool, Narayanpet and
Jogulamba Gadwal.

Similar conditions are expected to
prevail in the state on April 29 too.
The IMD-H has forecast isolated
light to moderate rains in some
areas of Telangana.On April 30 too
similar conditions are likely to pre-
vail in the above-mentioned districts
and the heat wave is expected to
continue in Telangana till May 2.

Dry weather is expected to last in
Telangana till April 1 according to

a report by the Telangana State
Planning and Development Society
(TSDPS).

The maximum temperature is
expected to remain between 40
and 44 degrees Celsius. The mini-
mum temperature is expected to
remain between 25 and 28 degrees

Celsius. GHMC areas are likely to
experience dry weather till May 1.
The maximum temperature is
expected to remain between 41
and 43 degrees Celsius while the
minimum temperature is expected
to remain between 26 and 29
degrees Celsius.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Making it clear that during the four
months of Congress rule it has
implemented all six guarantees,
Transport Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar asked Karimnagar BJP
candidate Bandi Sanjay Kumar
whether he would withdraw from
the contest if the six guarantees had
been implemented.

Speaking to the media at Siddipet
on Sunday Ponnam said that he is
challenging Sanjay to reveal how
many guarantees given by the BJP
government have been implement-
ed in the last 10 years. “If Sanjay
proves that the BJP government at
the Centre has implemented the

PNS n HYDERABAD

RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Sunday
asserted the organisa-
tion has always been
supportive of reserva-
tion, and advocated for
its implementation as long
as "discrimination exists,"
comments that came in the wake
of a viral video claiming the Sangh
was against the quota system.

The remarks also
assume significance as
the Opposition, espe-
cially the Congress has
mounted an attack
against the Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh
and the ruling BJP at the

Centre, accusing them of
being opposed to the 

reservation.

PNS n DAMAN

Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on
Sunday targeted
Mohan Bhagwat
over his "Sangh
always supported
reservations" remark,
saying it was the RSS chief
who had expressed his opposi-
tion to quotas in the
past.Addressing a campaign rally

at Daman in the Union
Territory of Daman,
Diu and Dadra and
Nagar Haveli, Gandhi
also claimed that
those persons who

have opposed reserva-
tions are joining their

(RSS') party (read BJP)
and being welcomed into the

party fold.

ROW OVER RESERVATIONS

‘RSS opposed reservations in past’

The maximum
temperature is expected
to remain between 40
and 44 degrees Celsius.
The minimum
temperature is expected
to remain between 25
and 28 degrees Celsius. 

MISSILE ATTACK FROM MILITANTS

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Indian Navy swiftly assisted a
Panama-flagged crude oil tanker
with 30 crew members including 22
Indians after the vessel came under
missile attack from Houthi militants.

Indian Navy's destroyer INS Kochi
responded following the attack on
the vessel, MV Andromeda Star, on
April 26, officials said, adding all the
crew members are safe.

The US Central Command said
Iranian-backed Houthi militants
launched three anti-ship ballistic
missiles from Yemen into the Red
Sea in the vicinity of merchant ves-
sel Maisha and MV Andromeda Star.
MV Andromeda Star is a Panaman-
flagged and Seychelles-operated ves-

sel. The vessel reported minor dam-
age, the US Central Command said.
"A mission deployed Indian Naval
destroyer INS Kochi responded to a
maritime security incident involving
the attack on Panama-flagged crude
oil tanker MV Andromeda Star on
April 26," the Indian Navy said.

‘Sangh always supports quota’

Karimnagar records highest temperature of 45.4oC

The BJP’s Karimnagar Lok Sabha
constituency candidate, Bandi
Sanjay Kumar, said that the BJP
is a swadeshi party while the
Congress is a British party. He
said that the BRS and the Congress are
two sides of the same coin. Addressing
the media on Sunday in the Huzurabad

Assembly segment of Karimnagar
Lok Sabha constituency, Sanjay
asked the Revanth Reddy-led
Congress government in
Telangana to explain why it failed

to implement the assurances given to the
people in its first 100 days.

Continued  on  Page  2

Hyd will be made UT
after June 2: KTR

PNS n HYDERABAD

BRS working president KT Rama
Rao said that Hyderabad will
remain the joint capital of Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh till June 2 and
after that, it will be made a Union
Territory.

KTR said that an agreement has
been made regarding this between
the Congress and the BJP.

He said that the BRS is the only
party opposing making Hyderabad
a Union Territory and made it
clear that the BRS has the strength
to tackle the BJP.

Addressing BRS activists in
Karimnagar on Sunday, KTR said
that he has information about
Hyderabad being made a Union
Territory.

He said that the BJP and the
Congress have no guts to oppose it
and that Modi has been saying that

he will link rivers denying the state
water.

Modi is also saying that he will do
injustice to South India in the mat-
ter of LS seats. The BJP has been
conspiring to abolish the
Constitution. The BRS would
oppose all these and so people
must ensure the victory of the BRS,
KTR said.

He also said that only the BRS has
the strength to see that injustice is
not done to Telangana in the 2026
delimitation process.

He called upon BRS activists to
ensure the victory of BRS candidates
if they want to see KCR ruling
Telangana again. KCR will dictate
matters in Telangana if the BRS wins
12 LS seats, he said.

Tamilisai coming as star
campaigner of BJP

PNS n HYDERABAD

Former Telangana Governor Dr
Tamilisai Sounderarajan is coming
to Telangana once again. But this
time she is coming as a politician.
Dr Tamilisai is coming to participate
in the BJP’s election campaign as
one of its Star Campaigners.

Sources said that Dr Tamilisai will
address meetings in Telugu and will

attend election meetings in all the
17 Lok Sabha constituencies in TG.

Dr Tamilisai, who stayed at the
Telangana Raj Bhavan from
February 18, 2021, to March 18,
2024, will now stay at Hotel
Marriott. Dr Tamilisai is coming to
Hyderabad by train to attend cam-
paign meetings along with Tamil
Nadu BJP volunteers. 

Continued  on  Page  2

IInnddiiaann NNaavvyy rreessccuueess PPaannaammaa-
ffllaaggggeedd ccrruuddee ooiill ttaannkkeerr ccrreeww

” Says a pact has been reached
between  Cong and BJP 

” BRS is the only party opposing
making Hyderabad a 
Union Territory

Intense heat wave grips Telangana

Prove that Centre has implemented its
guarantees,Ponnam challenges Sanjay

TG must boycott BJP: CM
̌ Alleges that PM Modi is trying to deceive Telangana

PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy said
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is trying to deceive Telangana.

The CM slammed Modi saying
that he did not give the Bayyaram
Steel Factory and the Kazipet
Railway Coach Factory to TG. Modi
did not give funds and industries to
Telangana, Revanth said.

“The BJP will scrap reservations.
Modi should come to Telangana
only after answering why the BJP is
scrapping reservations for SCs, STs
and OBCs and why he had failed to
grant the assurances in the AP
Bifurcation Act. That is why the BJP
should be boycotted in Telangana,”
the CM said.

Addressing an LB Corner Meeting
on Sunday for Malkajgiri Congress
candidate Patnam Sunitha
Mahender Reddy, the CM slammed
the BJP saying that some beg in the
name of God and that in the same
way, the BJP is trying to grab votes
in the name of Lord Rama. He said
that God must be in the temple and
devotion must be in hearts.

Targeting KCR, Revanth said that
KCR’s car had been sent to the scrap
shop and that it would not come
back. KCR is enacting dramas in the
name of Bus Yatras. Voting for KCR
means voting for the BJP, he added.

The CM said that they had pro-
vided free travel facilities in RTC

buses for women immediately after
coming to power and are providing
LPG cylinders for Rs 500. The

Congress government provides free
medical treatment worth Rs 10 lakh
through Arogya Sri and 200 units of

free power to the poor.
He said that he would take

responsibility for cleaning the Musi
River, solving GO No: 118 issues and
developing LB Nagar. The CM said
that he would also take responsibil-
ity for extending Metro Rail up to
Hayathnagar and for solving flood
issues.“Did the BJP’s Malkajgiri can-
didate Eatala Rajender come here to
ask about the problems of the peo-
ple here,” he asked saying that BJP
leader Sanjay came here when floods
hit LB Nagar and assured that he
would give vehicles to those who lost
them but he did not come. But now
they are coming to seek votes again,
he said.

“The BJP will scrap
reservations. Modi should

come to Telangana only
after answering why the

BJP is scrapping
reservations for SCs, STs

and OBCs and why he had
failed to grant the

assurances in the AP
Bifurcation Act.

Targeting KCR, 
Revanth said that KCR’s
car had been sent to the
scrap shop and that it
would not come back.
KCR is enacting dramas in
the name of Bus Yatras.
Voting for KCR means
voting for the 
BJP, he added.

BRS will be disbanded,
says Rajgopal Reddy 

AFTER PHONE TAPPING CASE IS PROVED

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Congress’s
Mungode MLA,
Komatireddy Rajgopal
Reddy, said that BRS
MLAs membership as
well as the BRS would
be abolished after the
phone tapping case is proved.

He said that the Congress govern-
ment has been opening the list of
sins of the BRS and the KCR fami-
ly in the last 10 years. He said that
their sins are coming out one after
the other. BRS leaders and the
KCR family are sure to go to jail, he

said.
Addressing a road-

show in BB Nagar for
Congress candidate
Chamala Kiran Kumar
Reddy in the Bhongir
Lok Sabha constituency
on Sunday, Rajgopal said
that the CM had said

that the Congress government
would waive the loans of farmers by
August 15.He said that the Congress
gave Telangana state for the sake of
the poor and weaker sections think-
ing that adequate funds, jobs and
water would go to them. 

Continued  on  Page  2

CM Revanth Reddy addressing LB Nagar Corner Meeting on Sunday for Malkajgiri Congress candidate Sunitha Mahender Reddy

LOK SABHA POLLS

Just 8% women
candidates in
first two phases
PNS n NEW DELHI

Women constituted only eight per
cent of the total 2,823 candidates
in the first two phases of the Lok
Sabha elections, with political
activists saying it reflects a deeper
issue of gender bias and that talk
of women's empowerment rings
hollow.There were 135 women
candidates in the first phase of the
elections and 100 in the second
phase, bringing the combined total
for the first two phases to 235.

In the first phase of the elections
on April 19, there total number of
candidates in the fray was 1,625. In
the second phase held on April 26,
1,198 candidates contested the
elections.

Of the 135 women candidates in
the first phase, Tamil Nadu had the
highest share at 76. 

Health secretary
urges states, UTs to
link ABHA IDs with
health portals P5

5 8 P11

Faria Abdullah discusses laughter-
packed journey in Aa Okkati 

ADAKKU

‘BJP will neither remove
reservations nor allow anyone

to do so’
‘STARTUPS 
IN INDIA GREW OVER 300 
TIMES IN TEN YEARS

Non-payment of
rent: 9 ESI...
Across Telangana, nine ESI
dispensaries catering to medical
needs of the industrial workers
have faced closure due to a host
of reasons. Many dispensaries are
facing the threat of closure. The
ESI dispensaries owed a total of
Rs 2.10 crore in rent to the
landlords, according to reports.
The condition of the dispensaries
has been worsening with each
passing day. In fact, they have
been facing series of problems
like inadequate medical and health
personnel, pharmacy not stocked
with enough drugs and
disposables and so on...

-PAGE: 4

Traffic noise can
increase risk of...
Spike in traffic noise can increase
the risk of cardiovascular diseases,
including heart attack, researchers
have found. Having found evidence
linking traffic noise and the risk of
developing heart and related
conditions, researchers are calling
for this type of noise pollution to
be recognised as a risk factor for
cardiovascular diseases. .The
researchers found evidence that
for every 10 decibel increase in
noise coming from road traffic, the
risk of developing cardiovascular
diseases, including heart attack,
stroke and...

Musk in China amid
efforts to...
Billionaire Elon Musk arrived in
Beijing on Sunday amid
speculation that he may unveil
Tesla's autonomous driving
technology in the burgeoning
electric vehicle (EV) market in
China.  The SpaceX and Tesla chief
travelled to China at the invitation
of the China Council for the
Promotion of International Trade,
meeting with CCPIT president Ren
Hongbin to discuss further
cooperation with the country,
according to Chinese state-run
broadcaster CTGN. Musk is
expected to meet...

KKR wary of
resurgent DC...
A resurgent Delhi Capitals will look
to exploit Kolkata Knight Riders'
bowling vulnerabilities and ascend
to top-four in the table during their
Indian Premier League match here
on Monday. With four wins in their
last five matches, the Rishabh
Pant-led side is gradually
assembling their pieces and
starting to look like a force to be
reckoned with. On the other hand,
the Gautam Gambhir-mentored
side has endured three defeats in
their last five matches with their
profligacy in bowling hurting them
badly.  Signed up...

-PAGE: 5
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-SPORTS

DDOONN’’TT MMIISSSS......

‘BJP is Swadeshi party, Cong is British party’

promises made during its 10-year rule we will
withdraw from the contest in Karimnagar.”

He said that Sanjay was removed from the
post of BJP TG president due to corruption
charges and cannot continue as an MP.
People must think about this, he added.
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ALMANAC

Updated: April 28, 2024 5:00 PM

Forecast: Partly Cloudy
Temp: 41oc

Humidity: 28%
Sunrise: 5:51 AM
Sunset: 6:36 PM

TODAY

HYDERABAD WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Krishna Paksha

Tithi: Panchami: Apr 28 08:22 AM
to Apr 29 07:57 AM

Shashthi: Apr 29 07:57 AM
to Apr 30 07:05 AM

Nakshatram: 
Purva Ashadha: Apr 29 04:49 AM

to Apr 30 04:42 AM
Uttara Ashadha: Apr 30 04:42 AM

to May 01 04:09 AM

Rahukalam: 7:29 AM to 9:04 AM

Yamagandam:  10:38 AM to 12:13 PM

Varjyam: 12:31 PM to 02:05 PM

Gulika: 1:48 PM to 3:22 PM

Amritakalam: 11:55 PM to 01:31 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:48 AM to 12:38 PM

Monday Mirchi
SINGARENI MD'S NEW HANGOUT 

When it comes to a corporate set-up, the
person designated as Managing Director
must not only strike a chord with all sec-
tions of employees, but also know which
way the wind blows so as to keep the orga-
nization in perfect alignment with outside
forces. Otherwise, he could end up being
derided as a 'damaging director'. 

Singareni Collieries Company Limited
(SCCL) Managing Director N Balaram
seems to have opened a camp office in Jyoti
Rao Phule Bhavan -- the official residence
of Bhatti Vikramarka, Deputy Chief
Minister and Energy Minister - perhaps to
keep himself always charged. A little bird
told us that Balaram has been frequenting
the Minister's residence like there is no
tomorrow. This has prompted bureaucrat-
ic circles to talk about this new-found asso-
ciation. Otherwise, Balaram comes across
endearingly as an "employees' MD".

CMD POWERS TSSPDCL 
"Authority flows downwards; and

responsibility, upwards" is one of the car-
dinal principles in management. Few take
it seriously in letter and spirit. With both
the ruling and opposition parties plugging
into the power sector to trade shocking
charges amid a slew of probes, Telangana
State Southern Power Distribution
Company Limited Chairman and
Managing Director Musharraf Faruqui
himself is handling any complaint related
to 'power cuts', especially those made by
high-profi le individuals.  With the
Opposition making allegations after alle-
gations of power cut (ex-CM K
Chandrasekhar Rao in fact joined 'X' on
Saturday with a bang by posting on 'power
cut'); no wonder, there is always a response
within a couple of hours. To ensure that the
department does not get a bad name due
to mud-slinging or even minor instance of
mismanagement, Musharraf is literally on
top of the issues. He keeps tabs even at the
level of DTRs with appropriate staff.
Whispers in the corridors of power are that
he is literally battling the Opposition
more than the Minister heading the ener-
gy department.

KCR STILL UNDER SPELL OF 
SMITA SABHARWAL 

Officials with consummate skills cast
their spell in several departments and their
grip over complex administrative matters
often tends to become the subject of dis-
cussions over chai, paani in office canteens.
In this context, it is indeed rare for an offi-
cial to fascinate a chief minister so much
that he remembers and cites her acumen
even after being dislodged from power.
Former chief minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao continues to draw from his memories
of working with former CMO secretary
Smita Sabharwal. He recently dropped her
name again while making his point about
how she had given him budget estimates
in the initial days following bifurcation
without really understanding the in and
outs of fiscal management. Previously, at
a press conference, he had mentioned that
Smita used to helm Mission Bhagiratha
very competently, unlike present-day offi-
cials. Interestingly, the opposition party
continues to invoke her name for having
written a significant letter to the Krishna
River Management Board during her last
posting in the BRS regime. Reflecting
unusual prowess, the bureaucrat, despite
holding a post in the loop line, continues
to be in the news. 

IS AP UNDER DE FACTO 

PRESIDENT'S RULE?
Is Andhra Pradesh now under de facto

President's Rule? This is what babus in
Andhra Pradesh are discussing in hushed
voices. For, under President's Rule in a state,
every direction to the state administration
invariably comes from Delhi. The situation
now in Andhra Pradesh is similar, with
almost every direction coming from Delhi,
with the only difference that the directives
are coming, not from the Rashtrapati
Bhavan, but the office of the Election
Commission of India. Of late, the involve-
ment of the ECI in the administrative mat-
ters of states going to polls has increased
manifold. In the past, the ECI used to get
involved in one or two, and that too
important, issues. However, bureaucrats in
AP today feel that the ECI has taken the
entire administration into its hands. The
ECI can be expected to give directions relat-
ed to conduct of elections and related issues,
but not on day-to-day matters relating to
administration.  If any officer violates the
Model Code of Conduct, the ECI has a right
to take action against him or her. In AP, the
bureaucrats are right now confused over the
propriety of the distribution of pensions in
view of the directions of ECI. They aver that
never in the past has ECI changed as many
bureaucrats as this time. 

A SMALL STEP, BUT A GIANT LEAP 
TOWARDS FAIR POLLS

Change need not come with hungama
for people to feel the difference. Any offi-
cial with initiative can bring a small
change with far-reaching consequences in
his own sphere of inf luence.  The
SAMARTH app, launched by Bapatla SP
Vakul Jindal, is a case in point. SAMARTH
(security arrangement mapping analysis
response tracking hub) is so designed that,
should there be any untoward incident at
any of the polling centers or at other places
on the day of polling, the police officers in
the vicinity will be alerted so that they can
immediately reach the spot and maintain
law and order. As its name suggests, it is a
powerful tool with multi-tasking abilities.
The SAMARTH mobile app serves as a
real-time application for the authorities to
track location of personnel, maintain vigil
on problematic polling stations, call the
control room directly from the app, and
immediately reach police forces in troubled
areas. It has the numbers and all essential
details relating to all the police officers in
the district.

PEN LAUNCHED TO EASE MIGRATION WOES
Soon after AP's School Education

Department made the use of Permanent
Education Number (PEN) mandatory from
the academic year 2024-25, Commissioner
School Education S Suresh Kumar got going
and has already released PEN for the first
time in the state. Launched during the
release of Class 10 results, PEN is a unique
identification number provided by the
Union Ministry of Education and assigned
to every student through the UDISE+
(Unified District Information System for
Education Plus) portal that covers more
than 14.89 lakh schools, 95 lakh teachers,
and 26.5 crore children. It is designed for
streamlining and simplifying the process of
the students' transition from one school to
the other in the new academic year.
Students' class 10 pass certificate will
henceforth have PEN, which can be used
during further education.

-- Yours truly PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy is touring Karnataka
on Monday to participate in
the Lok Sabha election cam-
paign.

Revanth would attend a
campaign meeting in
Gurmitkal at 12 noon along
with AICC President
Mallikarjuna Kharge. In the
evening at 4 pm, Revanth
would participate in a public
meeting at Sadam along with
AICC General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi. 

CM to tour
Karnataka today

Voters will reject those who declined
Ram temple invitation, says Modi 
PNS n SIRSI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said that
those who turned down the
invitation for the consecration
of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya
will be rejected by the people
in the ongoing Lok Sabha
elections. He was apparently
referring to the Congress party
for not attending the event.

Modi said a decision on
building the Ram temple
should have been taken the
very next day of the country's
independence.

Targeting the Congress on
the issue, he alleged that the
"same forces" tried till the last
minute to ensure that the Ram
temple was not built and had
approached the court on the
last day as well.

"The Congress and its
coterie tried for 70 years that
the Rama temple should not be
built," the prime minister said
addressing a public gathering

at this taluka headquarters
town in Uttara Kannada dis-
trict.

The trustees of Ram temple
ignored all the hurdles put by
the Congress and its allies,
went to their houses and invit-
ed them to attend the conse-
cration ceremony, which was a
kind gesture on their part, he
said.

"They (Congress leaders)
rejected the Ram temple inau-
guration invitation. The coun-
try will reject those who turned
down the Ram temple invita-
tion," Modi said.

He told the crowd about

another "surprising develop-
ment" where the Ansari fam-
ily, which had fought against
Ram temple for two to three
generations and wanted Babri
Masjid in the same place,
wholeheartedly accepted the
invitation to attend the conse-
cration ceremony.

"The Congress and its
coterie rejected the invitation
by the Ram temple trustees to
attend the consecration.
Though Muslim, the Ansari
family attended the consecra-
tion of the temple and were
present throughout the event.
Later, they gave a small idol of
Lord Ram made of wood to his
(Ansari) gunman. This is the
difference," the prime minister
said.

In Ayodhya, people had to
wait for 500 years to see Lord
Ram temple. Lakhs of people
were killed, Modi said, adding,
the decision to build the tem-
ple should have been taken the
next day of independence.

Kishan: Speaking lies
is Cong’s guarantee
The CM should implement the six guarantees or quit: Kishan
PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy’s government is giving
the message that “Speaking
lies is the Congress guarantee,”
Telangana BJP President G.
Kishan Reddy said.

“Revanth assured that he
will implement his party’s six
guarantees on December 9,
2023. The CM should tell
where the six guarantees are
now. Speaking lies is the only
Congress guarantee. The
Model Election Code will go on
June 6 but the CM is asking
people to wait till August.
Why? People are unhappy with
the Congress as Revanth is an
expert in speaking lies,” Kishan
Reddy said.

He said Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s speech in
Siddipet on reservations was

morphed and that the BJP has
filed a police complaint and a
complaint with the Election
Commission regarding that.

Kishan said that the case was
not an easy one and warned the
CM that the BJP would not
remain silent if he kept on
telling lies. He said that the
Congress is the party that
wants to scrap reservations
and that the BJP will win dou-
ble-digit seats in TG in the Lok
Sabha polls.

Addressing the media on
Sunday at the State BJP office,
Kishan asked Revanth to
implement his party’s assur-
ances if he can or else quit. But
do not tell lies, he added.

The Congress is trying to
blame the BJP regarding reser-
vations. Revanth is deluding
himself by imagining things
that are not there, Kishan said.

He said that the Congress is
playing the wrong game. “The
Congress is saying that it will
provide reservations to all.
But the Congress is doing
injustice to BCs. The BJP can
provide reservations to BCs.
The CM has no point to crit-
icise the BJP during his cam-
paign and so he is speaking
lies. The Congress' lie that the
BJP will scrap reservations is
the biggest lie of the decade,”
Kishan said.

IInnddiiaann NNaavvyy rreessccuueess PPaannaammaa-ffllaaggggeedd......
Continued from page 1

The vessel was intercept-
ed by the Indian Navy ship
and an aerial recce involving
a helicopter operation was
undertaken to assess the sit-
uation, it said.

An Explosive Ordnance
Disposal (EOD) team of the
Navy was also deployed to
carry out "residual risk
assessment", the Navy said in

a statement.
"A total of 30 crew includ-

ing 22 Indian nationals are
reported to be safe and the
vessel is continuing its sched-
uled transit to the next port,"
it said.

"The swift action of the
Indian Navy ship reiterates
the commitment and resolve
of the Indian Navy in safe-
guarding the seafarers plying
through the region," it

added.
The fresh incident comes

amid growing global con-
cerns over attacks on various
commercial vessels in the
Red Sea by the Houthi mil-
itants.

In the last few weeks, the
Indian Navy extended assis-
tance to a number of mer-
chant vessels in the Western
Indian Ocean following
attacks on them.

Tamilisai coming...
Continued from page 1

She boarded the Charminar
Express at 6.05 pm on April 28
at Chennai’s Elumbur Railway
Station and will reach the
Nampally Railway Station at 8
am on April 29, that is,
Monday.Dr Tamilisai will stay
in Telangana for 10 days and
will participate in the cam-
paign for the BJP’s Lok Sabha
candidates. She will campaign

along with Tamil Nadu BJP
volunteers in Telangana.

It may be recalled that Dr
Tamilisai quit the Telangana
Governor post and is contest-
ing from the Chennai South
Lok Sabha constituency. Dr
Tamilisai is coming to
Telangana to participate in
the BJP election campaign as
polling for the Lok Sabha
elections are over in Tamil
Nadu. 

Continued from page 1

Meanwhile, netizens have
been trolling KCR who had
criticised social media in the
past. They have been shar-
ing videos of KCR who crit-
icised social media.It may be
recalled that KCR had crit-
icized social media stating
that ‘Falsehoods are being

spread on social media. That
is not social media but kshu-
dra vidya.’While sharing this
video, netizens welcomed
KCR saying ‘Welcome to
kshudra vidya’ and
‘Welcome to Langa Social
Media Bapu.’ Another one
responded by saying, ‘Sarle
Welcome to Kshudra Vidya
Tatha Bro.’

KCR unfollows KTR, Santosh...

‘Sangh always supports...
Continued from page 1

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of Vidya Bharati Vignana
Kendra here, Bhagwat
referred to the video in circu-
lation and said it falsely claims
the RSS was opposed to the
reservation. The video shows
him as holding a meeting, he
said but claimed it never hap-
pened."RSS has been sup-
porting reservations as per the
Constitution since the time it
came."

"The Sangh says that reser-
vation should continue till
the time people, to those
whom it is given, feel they
need it; or, it is given due to
social reasons till discrimina-
tion exists," he added.

With the help of technolo-
gy and Artificial Intelligence,
what did not happen can also

be shown (as to have hap-
pened), he said.

Bhagwat's pro-reservation
statement also comes in the
backdrop of the Congress
alleging that BJP and RSS are
against the quota system.

In his response to Bhagwat's
remarks on the matter,
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi claimed though the
RSS is now saying it was not
against reservation, it had
earlier spoken about opposing
the quota system.

Addressing a campaign
rally at Daman and Diu on
Sunday, Rahul said the
Bhagwat "makes a statement
that RSS is not against reser-
vation."

"It was he (Mohan Bhagwat)
who had made a statement
that he was opposed to reser-
vation. 

Continued from page 1

Gandhi alleged the RSS and
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
are trying to abolish the
Constitution and various insti-
tutions to make their leaders
"kings" of the country and help
"20-22 billionaires".

"Narendra Modiji and RSS
want to rule the country like
the erstwhile kingdom", he
said, adding that the BJP and
RSS want "one country, one
language and one leader" (sys-
tem).

Notably, Bhagwat earlier in
the day said in Hyderabad that
the organisation has always
supported reservations as per
the Constitution.Addressing
a programme at an education-
al institution, Bhagwat referred
to a video in circulation and
said it falsely claims that the
RSS is opposed to reservation.

"RSS chief makes a state-
ment that RSS is not against

reservation. It was he (Mohan
Bhagwat) who had made a
statement that he was opposed
to reservation. Those who are
against the reservation (poli-
cy) are joining their party
(BJP). 

They welcome all those
who are against reservation,
and then he (Bhagwat) says he
is not against reservation,"
Gandhi alleged.

Stating that the battle
between the Congress and the
RSS-BJP is an ideological one,
Gandhi appealed to people to
vote for "protecting" the
Constitution.

"The Constitution has
served as the foundation, the
seed from which these institu-
tions have emerged. They
want to abolish the
Constitution, democracy, and
different institutions, and
make the RSS-BJP kings (lead-
ers) the kings of the country,"
the Congress leader said.

‘RSS opposed...

BRS will be disbanded...
Continued from page 1

TG was given not for the
KCR family, he said. He made
it clear that the Congress will
rule the state for 20 years.

Rajgopal said that KCR
deceived people by telling
lies. KCR looted the state in
the name of irrigation projects

and did not complete the
SLBC tunnel and Dindi pro-
ject.He said that he had
repaired the Bhunyadigani
Canal with his own money.

He appealed to the people
to ensure the victory of
Chamala Kiran Kumar Reddy
to ensure the development of
Bhongir.

Just 8%...
Continued from page 1

However, that figure
accounted for just 8 per cent
of the total candidates in the
state. Kerala had the maxi-
mum number of women can-
didates at 24 in the second
phase. Partywise, the Congress
fielded 44 women in the two
phases and the BJP 69. This
significant gender imbalance
has sparked criticism from
political analysts and activists,
who asked why parties are
waiting for the Women
Reservation Act to be imple-
mented instead of proactive-
ly fielding women.

Dr Sushila Ramaswamy, an
associate professor at Delhi
University's Jesus and Mary
College, said political parties
should take concrete steps to
promote women's candidacy.

"Political parties should
have been more proactive
and fielded more women can-
didates," she underscored, cit-
ing the effectiveness of seat
reservations for women with-
in party structures, as seen in
the UK's Labour Party.

Continued from page 1

Sanjay said that the
Congress has been attacking
the self-respect of the poor in
the name of reservations. He
recalled that the Congress
sent Ambedkar’s body from
New Delhi to Mumbai.

He also recalled that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
himself said that he became
Prime Minister due to reser-
vations provided by
Ambedkar. 

The BJP protected the
Constitution, he said and
made it clear that the BJP has
been in power for the last 10
years but did not abolish
reservations.

Sanjay said that he would
withdraw from the contest if
the Congress proves that it
has implemented its six guar-
antees. He asked whether the
Congress candidate would
withdraw from the contest if
it is proved that the six guar-
antees have not been imple-
mented.

‘BJP is Swadeshi
party, Cong is...

PNS n HYDERABAD

Former Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao described
the BJP as a ‘dangerous’ party
and appealed to the youth to
think about it.

Addressing the gathering
during a Warangal roadshow
on Sunday on the fifth day of
his bus Yatra, KCR asked
whether Rs 15 lakh had been
deposited in Jandhan
accounts.

“No ache din came but only
dying days. Has the Railway
coach factory come,” he asked.

KCR said that the value of
the Rupee has fallen. There is
no sound from Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy although the
BJP has been saying that it will
take the Godavari River to
Tamil Nadu.

“There is no possibility of
Modi and his NDA winning
more than 200 seats, KCR said.
The BRS will play a key role in
case of a hung Parliament
and the BRS should win for

that,” he said.
KCR said that Telangana is

facing Congress trouble and
that Kadiyam Srihari will be
buried politically for deceiving
the BRS. He said that a by-
election would soon come to
Station Ghanpur and T.
Rajaiah will become the MLA.

“I will not get frightened
even if the Congress govern-
ment says that it will throw me
into jail,” KCR said.

He said that Revanth has no
understanding of the Krishna
River. Moreover, the CM says
that he constructed irrigation
projects on it, KCR said.

BJP is a ‘dangerous’
party, says KCR
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Principal Secretary Jayesh
Ranjan, and writer Dr Guruva
Reddy on Sunday inaugurated
a community initiative named
Onamaalu on Sunday to pre-
serve, promote, and celebrate
Telugu culinary heritage.

The Onamaalu aims at delve
deep into the rich tapestry of
Telugu culinary traditions,
advocating for their preserva-
tion and promotion on both
local and global stages. In an
era where culinary tourism is
gaining momentum world-
wide, with countries like Italy,
Japan, and Thailand leading
the charge, it is imperative that

we showcase the unique flavors
and stories of our own cuisine.

Jayesh Ranjan, represent-
ing the government, pledged
full support in facilitating col-
laborations between
Onamaalu and top culinary
schools like IHM and CAI,
aiming to provide job-orient-
ed regional training opportu-
nities.

Dr Guruva Reddy expressed
his unwavering support for
Onamaalu, affirming his com-
mitment to its endeavors and
initiatives.

As per the World Travel
Association, a significant por-
tion of tourists allocate a con-
siderable portion of their trav-

el budgets to food experi-
ences, indicating the pivotal
role that culinary offerings
play in travel decisions.
Recognising this trend,
Onamaalu endeavors to
research, document, and pro-
mote Telugu cuisine and culi-
nary traditions across the two
Telugu states. Through acad-
emic and culinary research
spanning over 25,000 kilome-
ters, engaging with experts,
homemakers, food historians,
chefs, and scholars, Onamaalu
seeks to unearth hidden culi-
nary treasures and revive tra-
ditional recipes.

The initiative plans to host
culinary theatres, training ses-

sions, and workshops across
various micro-cuisines of
Telugu, providing a platform
for culinary enthusiasts to
explore and learn.
Additionally, Onamaalu aims
to curate a unique culinary
museum, showcasing the evo-
lution and diversity of Telugu
cuisine over the centuries.

Other planned activities
include organizing quality
forums, roundtable discus-
sions, and documenting origin
stories and recipes through
newsletters, podcasts, and
multimedia platforms.

Live stations served tradi-
tional delicacies like Dibba
Rotte with Cheruku Panakam,

Saggubiyyam Punugula,
Sarvapindi, Bakshalu, and
Jonna Rotte, prepared by the
skilled cooks of Karimnagar,
evoking nostalgia and delight
among attendees.

Local fruits such as
Regipallu, Cheema
Chintakayalu, and totapuri
mangoes added a colorful and
flavorful touch, further
enhancing the culinary expe-
rience.

Hari Vadlamani, Founder of
Indica Ventures, Srinath Kurra,
Founder of Alekhya Homes,
Mamidi Harikrishna, Director
of Language and Culture, and
Geeta Bhascker, Actor were
present at the event.

Telugu Culinary Heritage Community inaugurated

GOVERNMENT VACANCIES

Job aspirants on tenterhooks as
exam results yet to be released
PNS n HYDERABAD

Government job aspirants are
waiting for the various exam-
ination results. Due to the
elections to the Assembly, the
results and marks list of vari-
ous examinations were put on
hold. Though the elections
are over, still the group service
examination results are not
released

Telangana State Northern
Power Distribution Company
of Telangana Limited
(TSNPDCL) released a notifi-
cation for recruitment of junior
assistant cum computer oper-
ator on March 31, 2023 and
conducted the examinations
on  June 4. An aspirant from
Warangal, Sai Kumar, said,
“Since the TSNPDCL con-
ducted the examinations there
is no update to the candidates
till now. It has been more

than 10 months. The examina-
tions are also conducted in
Optical Mark Recognition
(OMR) mode. Why the
TSNPDCL is taking more time
unnecessarily. 

Some of the notifications are
at the General Ranking list
(GRL) but have not reached
the final recruitment, though

the notification was released
more than one and half a year
ago. TSPSC announced the
results for the Assistant
Executive Engineer (AEE)
posts on 14 March. The com-
mission is going to fill a total
of 1,540 AEE posts. The
Commission held the exam on
18 May 2023.

Hyderabad CP reviews
arrangements for LS polls 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Hyderabad Police
Commissioner Kothakota
Sreenivas Reddy on Sunday
held a review meeting with
election observers ahead of
polling day in  Hyderabad . 

The Police Commissioner
stressed on enforcement of
laws and the implementation
of the Model Code of Conduct.
He called for strict vigilance to
prevent of flow of cash, liquor
and freebees into the city. 

Addressing the meeting at

the Integrated Command and
Control Center (ICCC), the
Police Commissioner also
highlighted the measures to be
adopted three days ahead of
the polling. 

Critical polling stations,
availability of CAPF personnel
and arrangements of strong
rooms, DAC centers were also
discussed.  

Reddy stressed that guide-
lines from Election
Commission of India should
be strictly implemented. 

District Election Officer

Ronald Rose, General
Observer for Secundrabad Dr
Saroj Kumar, the Police
Observer for Hyderabad and
Secundrabad,  Shadhank
Anand, Expenditure  Observer
Amit Shukla among others
were present in the meeting. 

Police officials from the 15
constituencies of Hyderabad
district also attended the meet-
ing. 

Hyderabad Commissioner
of Police Kothakota Sreenivas
Reddy  holds review meet
ahead of polling.

Hyderabad Police Commissioner Kothakota Sreenivas Reddy holding a review meeting in Hyderabad on Sunday
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R Krishnaiah, President of
National BC Association, stat-
ed that the opposition parties,
especially the Congress Party,
CPI-M, CPI and other parties
are accusing the BJP party of
conspiring to change the con-
stitution and scrap
SC/ST/OBC reservations. But
BJP has failed to rebut once
and for all. About 13 BC
Sanghas have demanded that
the BJP party should make a
clear statement on the reserva-
tions provided to the
Backward Classes. The meet-
ing of BC unions was held
under the chairmanship of
Gujja Krishna Neela
Venkatesh on Sunday.

He said that the BJP party
has been in power at the
Center for ten years but not a
single plan has been made for
the welfare of the BCs. In addi-
tion, some reservations were
given to upper castes. It is free
from the doctrine of reserva-
tion.

"We are demanding that
caste census be done and
reservations be provided bas-
ing on population. The Center
is not paying attention to the
demand for the Constitutional
amendment as a permanent
solution, he added.

The President of National
BC Welfare Association said
that they are fighting to ensure
that reservations go up to 50
per cent, for setting up a spe-
cial ministry, allocation of
two lakh crore budgets for
education and self-study of
BCs, to make reservations for
AP/ST/BCs in private sectors
- to put SC/ST/BC reserva-
tions in the High Court and
Supreme Court.

"They are not paying atten-
tion to the demand for caste
census in the census, educa-
tional schemes for BCs at the
center and constitutional mea-

sures for the development of
BCs. The Prime Minister
should announce clear state-
ment about them", he added.

He criticized the fact that
the Prime Minister, being a
member of the BC caste, did
not resolve even a small
demand for the development
of the BCs, saying that the 70
crore BCs of the country could
not digest it. After 76 years the
share of 70 crore BC people in
the country will not be given
to BCs? This is a democratic
country BCs are not beggars
and if shareholders don't give
their share there is bound to be
a coup. This is justice. Bharata
Mata urged everyone to
observe justice.

He warned that if injustice
is done to the BCs, there will
be a rebellion. Even now, the
BJP party should adopt a pro-
BC attitude and announce
that they will implement 50
percent reservation in legisla-
tures. It should be announced
that a fee reimbursement
scheme will be implemented
for BCs at the national level, a
scholarship scheme will be
implemented, and a budget of
two lakh crores will be ear-
marked annually for the devel-
opment of special ministries.
India will emerge as a top
country only by developing
the BCs who are the majority
of the people. 

BC unions ask BJP
to clarify stance on
SC, ST, BC quotas

CM Revanth
congratulates

boy who 
saved lives

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
congratulated 15-year-
old  M Saicharan for sav-
ing six people from a fire
in an industry in the
Nandigama suburb of
Shadnagar on Friday.

The fifteen-year-old
boy who recently com-
pleted the tenth stan-
dard, hailed from
Nandigama in the
Shadnagar Constituency.
His courageous deed
caught the attention of
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy who praised him
for his selfless action for
saving lives during the
fire accident.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Professor Ram Reddy of
Osmania University appealed
to the governments to coop-
erate in all ways to strength-
en distance education in the
country and to modernise it in
accordance with the changing
times. He was speaking at a
two-day conference which
was jointly organised by the
Distance Education Centre
and the Indian Distance
Education Association
(IDEA) on Sunday. The
University Grants
Commission (UGC) also was
urged to pay special attention
to distance education univer-
sities and distance education
centres.

Prof D Ravinder, Vice-
Chancellor of Osmania
University, Chairperson of
inaugural session advocated
for strengthening of the Open
Universities, and also ques-
tioned the rationale of run-
ning distance education cen-
tres in the conventional uni-
versities. 

He also acknowledged the
contribution of the Centers for
Distance Education in reach-
ing the unreached, and high-
lighted the need to apply tech-
nology-based teaching and
learning, apart from sharing of
resources by different ODL
Institutions.

In the two-day conference,

Vice Chancellors Pro.
Nageswara Rao (Indira
Gandhi National University),
Prof D Ravindhar (Osmania),
Prof K Sitarama Rao (Dr BR
Ambedkar Universal
University), Prof Ramesh
(Kakatiya University), Prof
Rajan Velukar (Atlas
Technology University), for-
mer Director of NYAC Prof
VS Prasad, Telangana Council
of Higher Education
Chairman Prof R Haragopal,
a retired professor of Limbadri
and Hyderabad Central
University, participated and
spoke on many topics.
Professors and directors of
various universities participat-
ed and presented research
papers.

The speakers emphasised
that the gross enrolment of
distance education in higher
education is 12 percent in the
country and 17 percent in
Telangana state. 

Distance education univer-
sities and distance education
centers that are accessible to
all communities and provid-
ing higher education should
not be neglected.

Prof. Nageswar Rao, Vice-
Chancellor, IGNOU, 
New Delhi who was the 
Chief-Guest of Inaugural
Session emphasized on the
need to focus on affordabili-
ty and quality of distance
education.

Govt should help 
promote distance education: 

Prof Ram Reddy
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A leopard movement near
Shamshabad Airport created a
commotion when it jumped
over the fencing near the air-
port runway at Gollapally
under Shamshabad
Municipality around 3.30 am
on Sunday. It is reported that
there are two cubs along with
the leopard. An alarm went off
in the airport control room
when the leopard hit the fenc-
ing wires while the adult leop-
ard was jumping.

The airport officials confirm
the presence of a leopard at
Hyderabad Airport after
checking up the CCTV footage
and suspecting that the animal

has been living in the airport.
They have alerted the Forest
officials. The Forest officials
quickly responded and set up
a cage to trap the leopard with-
in the vicinity of the airport.

Mohan Chandra Pargaien,
said, “We are aware of this issue
and informed our department
officials to examine the leop-
ard’s movement. We have also
warned the residents near the
airport or adjoining places
about the presence of leopard.
Any sign of leopard movement
should be informed to the offi-
cials immediately. We have set
up traps or cages to trap the
wild cat within the airport
premises. Recuse teams are
also sent.”

Leopard spotted at
Shamshabad Airport

PNS n HYDERABAD

As they are facing water scarci-
ty for a week, as many as
6,000 female students of
Osmania University, especial-
ly those staying in hostels, t
staged a sit-in between 9 pm on
Saturday to 3 am on Sunday on
the varsity premises. However
the authorities have not so far
resolved the issue.

Swati, an OU student said,
“For the past 10 days we have
been facing water scarcity.
There are three blocks in the
ladies complex hostel and ours
is block 3. About 700 students
are in our block and only one
drinking water tap is set up for
all of us.  However, Block 1 and
2 students are forced to depend
on block-3 for drinking water. 

We are waiting for hours
together for water in front of
washrooms and sometimes we
are facing water issues for a
whole day. We are reporting
this issue to the hostel author-
ities. However they are ignor-
ing our complaints and are not
taking any action until we are
on the roads. They are not tak-
ing this issue to the higher

authorities. The main reason
for water scarcity is leakages,
inadequate infrastructure.”

Satya, an AISF member said,
“For last one week, the stu-

dents, especially hostellers or
those staying in hostels are fac-
ing drinking water and normal
water issues. Despite the stu-
dents complaining to the hos-

tel authorities, they haven’t
taken any action. The registrar
of the varsity has not respond-
ed to the issue despite the sit-
in staged by the students on

Saturday night.”
Vinay Kumar,OU student

said, “It is a shame that the
management of Osmania
University who spent lakhs of
rupees of university students'
money is negligent in provid-
ing basic facilities to the stu-
dents. 

The varsity, which became
famous in the world, is suffer-
ing from problems today.

The students have been
complaining this issue to the
hostel management however
the Director for Women's hos-
tels Dr. Kalyana Laxmi isn't
responding and is not available
to students. She is like the inef-
ficient person in charge. Many
corrupt practices are happen-
ing in the office of the chief
warden & office of the director
for women's hostels, (Fake
bills, granting tenders to same
bidders, fake MRPs, illegal
allotments of hostels to non
boarder students).”

The OU officials said that
they arranged tankers to
address the water scarcity issue.
They denied that they turned
a deaf ear to the complaints
made by the students. 

Over 6,000 Osmania University female students staging a sit-in at midnight on Saturday to highlight water scarcity in hostels
in Hyderabad

OU students on 6-hour sit-in at night
WATER SCARCITY IN HOSTELS
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A notice will soon be issued to
AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi for making alleged
communal comments during a
speech at a public meeting of
PDM Nyay Morcha in Varanasi
on April 25.

The notice will be issued by
an Additional returning officer
on behalf of the District
Election Officer. Kashi region
BJP legal cell convenor
Shashank Shekhar Tripathi had
complained to the Election
Commission, alleging that
AIMIM chief Owaisi delivered
communal statements during
a public meeting in Varanasi.

Confirming that such a
complaint was received,
Additional Returning Officer
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Neeraj Patel said on Sunday
that after the initial probe, a
notice is being issued to Owaisi.

Owaisi to be
served notice
for ‘communal’
remarks in UP

Filmnagar
police arrests
three for brawl

outside bar
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Film Nagar police on
Sunday arrested three per-
sons involved in a brawl out-
side a bar.

According to the police,
the incident occurred at Film
Nagar after some persons
misbehaved with a woman
who visited a pub in the area
leading to a fight.

It led to two groups clash-
ing on the road. At least
three people were injured in
the incident. On information,
the Film Nagar police
reached the spot and dis-
persed them. The police shift-
ed the injured to hospital. A
case is registered.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana Drug Control
Administration (DCA) on
Sunday seized stocks of eight
Ayurvedic medicines and one
Allopathic formulation over
their  misleading claims of
treating various medical condi-
tions through advertisements.

The  seized Ayurvedic med-
icines include Khadirarishta
that claimed to treat tumours,
Ekangveer Ras claiming to treat
paralysis, Simhadi Guggulu
that claimed to treat
Rheumatism and ‘Tumour’,
Stonil 24 Tablets for treating
kidney stones, Ayur Phala
Neem Leaf Powder claiming to
treat fever and Allopathic med-
icine Diclodan Forte Tablets

(Diclofenac Sodium and
Paracetamol Tablets) that
claimed to treat fever.

The DCA clarified that such
claims are in contravention of
the Drugs and Magic Remedies
( O b j e c t i o n a b l e
Advertisements) Act, 1954. The
Drugs and Magic Remedies
( O b j e c t i o n a b l e
Advertisements) Act, 1954,
prohibits advertisement of cer-
tain drugs for treatment of
certain diseases and disorders.

In another raid, the DCA
seized overpriced antibiotic
ointment ‘Mupima Ointment
5gm’ (Muprin Ointment IP2
percent) at Beeramguda,
Ameenpur mandal Sangareddy
district on Saturday. The prod-
uct Mupirocin Ointment (sold

under brand name ‘Mupima
Ointment 5gm’) is under price
control as per Drugs (Prices
Control) Order, 2013 and the
price of product shall be in
accordance with the ‘Ceiling
Price’ fixed by National
Pharmaceutical Pricing
Authority (NPPA),
Government of India.

Marketed by Maathrey
Pharmaceuticals, Keesar,
Medchal-Malkajgiri district,
the product has an MRP of Rs
189 for 5 gm of pack while the
ceiling price of NPPA for 5 gm
of the product is Rs 101.45 . The
firm was overpricing the prod-
uct by charging Rs 75.40 excess,
which is a violation of Drugs
(Prices Control) Order, 2013,
said the  DCA . 

DCA seizes medicines sold with misleading ads
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Voter information slips are being
distributed to educate citizens
on their voting rights along
with extensive voter aware-
ness programs, as part of the
sweep program in the district.
A door-to-door campaign
aimed at boosting voter
turnout has been taken up. 

The District Election
Officer and GHMC
Commissioner Ronald Rose is
striving to increase the voting
percentage in the two Lok
Sabha constituencies of
Hyderabad district, with the
help of Booth-level Officers,
members of self-help soci-

eties, RCs, POs, and PDs col-
laborating to conduct aware-
ness programs in their respec-
tive areas. He said, “We are
engaging women's groups,
organising pledge drives, con-
ducting rallies, visiting street
vendors and vegetable markets
to emphasise the importance
of voting, and securing com-
mitments from individuals to
vote, along with voter infor-
mation slips being distributed
directly to households.’
Ronald Rose said, “Stickers
bearing the polling date and
the slogan 'I am proud to be a
voter' are being pasted on
walls to ensure that voters
remember the polling date.”

Election officials distributing
voter information slips: DEO
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NEWS FROM ANDHRA PRADESH

SNCN ACHARYULU

n HYDERABAD

The BRS leadership has report-
edly decided to concentrate on
Lok Sabha constituencies
where the party has winning
chances. The BRS leadership
wants to retain the seats it had
won last time in the coming
Lok Sabha elections.

Senior BRS leaders T. Harish
Rao and KT Rama Rao who are
known as troubleshooters of
the party have been given
important jobs in the Lok Sabha
elections. The BRS leadership
assesses the winning chances in
LS constituencies based on the
Assembly seats won by the BRS.

The BRS leadership has
given top priority to the Medak
Lok Sabha constituency. As the
erstwhile home district of BRS

President K. Chandrasekhar
Rao, the Medak Lok Sabha
constituency is a prestigious
one for the BRS.

The BRS leadership has
given the responsibility of the
Medak Lok Sabha seat to trou-
bleshooter Harish Rao. In the
next two weeks, Harish will
confine himself to Medak.

In the recent Assembly elec-
tions, the BRS won most of the
Assembly seats in the Medak
district. The BRS leadership
wants to retain its upper hand
in Medak in the Lok Sabha
elections too. 

BRS Working President KT
Rama Rao has been given the
responsibility of Malkajgiri,
Chevella and Secunderabad
Lok Sabha constituencies. In
the next two weeks, KTR will
concentrate on these seats.

Both Harish and KTR have
already completed their elec-
tion campaigns. If necessary,
Harish and KTR will campaign
in any Lok Sabha constituen-
cy that needs their presence.
But they will concentrate on
Medak, Chevella, Malkajgiri
and Secunderabad.

BRS President KCR will
campaign in all Lok Sabha con-
stituencies. BRS leaders think
that KCR’s campaign has given
confidence to party cadres. At
the ground level BRS cadres
have become active, says BRS
leaders.

The BRS won nine seats in
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections.
In the coming Lok Sabha elec-
tions also the party is aiming
to win at least nine seats.

The BRS thinks that in the
Nizamabad Lok Sabha con-

stituency, the main fight will be
between the Congress and the
BRS. The BJP has become
weak in this constituency even
though it is its sitting seat.

In Medak, the fight will be
between the Congress and the
BRS. But in Malkajgiri,
Chevella and Secunderabad
the fight will be between the
BJP and the BRS. The BRS will
fight the Congress in some
constituencies and the BJP in
other constituencies. The BRS
leadership thinks that the
weaknesses of the Congress
and the BJP will help them win
most of the LS constituencies.

Whatever it may be the
coming Lok Sabha elections are
a litmus test for the BRS brass.
The future of the BRS depends
on the outcome of the Lok
Sabha elections.

BRS to focus on LS constituencies
where it has winning chances

PNS n VEMULAWADA

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
working president KT Rama
Rao has expressed the view
that only Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) can stop the BJP
from amending the constitu-
tion and scraping reservations. 

He was addressing the BRS
party booth-level committee
members on Sunday.  

He observed that Bada Bhai,
in an indirect reference to
Narendra Modi, got votes in
2014 by making false promis-
es. He promised to deposit Rs
15 lakh into the bank accounts
of every individual who
opened Jan Dhan bank
accounts. In 2024, Chota Bhai,
in an indirect reference to
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy,
got the votes promising to ful-

fil six guarantees. 
Charging the Prime

Minister with insulting the
very formation of the state of
Telangana, KTR said that
Modi imposed a backbreaking
burden on the people by
increasing the prices of petro-
leum products and it led to

skyrocketing prices of essential
commodities. He questioned
the rationale behind imposing
a toll tax. Out of Rs 30 lakh
crore collected, Rs 14.50 lakh
crore was allotted to waive the
loans of Adani, Ambani and
the like. 

In Karimnagar, the main

contest is between the BJP
and the BRS because the
Congress has fielded a weak
candidate. The Congress did
not field either Praveen Reddy
or Jeevan Reddy. Praveen
Reddy or Jeevan Reddy would
have offered stiff resistance to
Bandi Sanjay. 

If the BRS can win 10-12
seats, it would be in a position
to dictate terms to the Central
government. KCR has been
conducting bus yatra to inter-
act with people though he is 70
years old despite suffering a
fracture to his pelvis. He con-
demned the arrest of BRS
MLC and his sister K Kavitha. 

“Let us give the slogan ‘Jai
Sriram’ as Lord Sri Rama
belonged to one and all and he
is not a BJP MLA or BJP MP,”
said KTR. 

BRS working president KT Rama Rao addressing party booth-level workers
meeting in Vemulawada on Sunday

Only BRS can stop BJP from
scrapping reservations: KTR

PNS n KARIMNAGAR

A warehouse built in 2021 at
a total cost of Rs 1.29 crore in
Manakondur mandal in
Karimnagar district under the
aegis of the Utoor Primary
Agricultural Cooperative
Society still is still waiting for
VIP inauguration.

Former legislator Rasamayi
Balkishan and KDCC chair-
man Konduri Ravinder Rao
laid the foundation stone for
the project without preparing
the estimates. The cost of the
project surpirsingly went up to
Rs 1.29 crore.  

On a complaint lodged by
the farmers with the officials
over embezzlement of funds,
the officials seized the records
of the cooperative society four
months ago, but no concrete
action was taken against the
offenders.

Last year, during Vanakalam
and Yasangi seasons over 50-
60 agricultural workers were
provided shelter in the ware-
house without the knowledge
of the directors of the PACS.
It became an issue with the
officials objected to farm-
workers being given shelter in
the warehouse.

Rs 1.29 cr warehouse built in

2021 awaits inauguration by VIP

PNS n SURYAPET

With the elders rejecting inter-caste marriage
proposal, two lovers ended their lives by con-
suming pesticide in Atmakur mandal in the dis-
trict on Saturday. According to villagers, the
deceased were identified as Sanjay (26) and Ch
Naga Jyothi (24), who hailed from Tummala
Penpahad village.

The duo was said to have been seeing each

other for quite some time. But elders of their
respective families opposed to their marriage
as they belonged to different castes. As they can-
not live separately, they decided to end their lives
together by consuming pesticide.

The police reached Tummala Penpahad vil-
lage on learning about the incident. They reg-
istered a case on the basis of a complaint lodged
by the relatives and made arrangements to sent
bodies for post-mortem.

Lovers end life by
consuming pesticide

PNS n JAGTIAL

Inmates of the government
hostel for Scheduled Tribes
students at Nandevwada in
Nizamabad district on
Sunday took to the streets to
stage a their protest against
the hostel authorities serving
the menu that consisted of
curries prepared using rotten
vegetables.

Because of the protest,
movement of vehicles
became stranded on the road.

Directing their indigna-
tion at the hostel authorities,
the hostel students threw the
rotten vegetables on the road.

The authorities reportedly
turned a blind ear to the com-
plaints made by the student..
The police swung into action
and persuaded the students to
withdraw their protest.

Students
protest ‘poor
quality food’
in hostel

PNS n HUZURABAD

BJP sitting Lok Sabha member
Bandi Sanjay Kumar on
Sunday undertook a door-to-
door in Huzurabad and alleged
that the BRS and Congress are
two sides of the same coin.

Later addressing the media,
he observed that the BRS and
Congress candidates are like
tourists who visit the con-
stituency only at the time of
elections and later would disap-
pear.  The BRS MP candidate is
a non-local, while the Congress
candidate was a stranger even
to the Congress rank and file. 

The only agenda the oppo-
sition would have is to abuse
Bandi Sanjay and Lord Sri
Ram, alleged Bandi Sanjay.

He said that the BJP rank

and file is taking the develop-
ment achieved by the BJP in
the last five years to each and
every home. The people were
not in a position to believe if
anyone were to say that the BJP
did not implement develop-
ment activities.

He questioned why the
Congress did not implement the
promises it made to the people

in the first 100 days of coming
to power. He said without minc-
ing words that the development
is possible only when Modi
becomes the PM again. He said
quoting sarpanches and BJP
leaders as saying.  The Congress
has been pinching the self-
respect of the poor in the name
of the reservations.  He called
the Congress Party as the British
period party while BJP is a pure-
ly Swadeshi party. 

Modi said that he could
become the PM only due to the
quota created by Dr BR
Ambedkar through the
Constitution.  The BJP safe-
guarded the Constitution, he
added. The BJP came to power
10 years ago, but there were no
signs of doing with reserva-
tions, he said.

PNS n MAHESHWARAM

Former Minister Sabita Indra
Reddy on Sunday morning
urged morning walkers at the
walking tracks near Mantrala
Cheruvu and Chandana
Cheruvu under the limits of
Mirpet municipal corpora-
tion to ensure the victory of
BRS candidate from Chevella
Lok Sabha seat Kasani
Gyaneshwar.

She campaigned in support
of Gyaneshwar.  She told the
morning walkers that both BJP
and Congress took the people
for a ride.

The people have been
observing everything. She
found fault with the BJP for
seeking votes on the grounds
of religion. 

The BJP leaders should

specify how much funds did
they bring to the state from
the Center so far,  she
demanded.

Mirpet Mayor M Durga
Deeplal Chauhan, deputy
ayorTeegala Vikram Reddy,
floor leader ArkalaBhupal
Reddy, Mirpet BRS president
A Kamesh Reddy and others
were present. 

Sabita campaigns in
support of Gyaneshwar

PNS n HYDERABAD

Across Telangana, nine ESI dis-
pensaries catering to medical
needs of the industrial work-
ers have faced closure due to a
host of reasons. Many dispen-
saries are facing the threat of
closure. The ESI dispensaries
owed a total of Rs 2.10 crore in
rent to the landlords, accord-
ing to reports.

The condition of the dispen-
saries has been worsening with
each passing day. In fact, they
have been facing series of
problems like inadequate med-
ical and health personnel,
pharmacy not stocked with
enough drugs and disposables
and so on.

The dispensaries cater to
the medical treatment needs of
employees and industrial work-
ers. Shortage of medicines and
mounting arrears of rents

payable to the landlords have
led to closure of some of the
dispensaries. More dispen-
saries are in the pipeline. The
building owners have been
locking the dispensaries as the
management of the ESI hospi-
tals has failed to clear the dues.

The patients are referred to
the main ESI hospital by the
doctors at the dispensaries. But
patients are not accepted at the
main ESI hospital, it is alleged.

In undivided Warangal,
Khammam, Adilabad,
Nalgonda, Nizamabad dis-
tricts, there are a total of
1,55,525 ESI cardholders.
There are 17 dispensaries in
the four districts. Each dispen-
saries treats at least 200 as out-
patients. If the patients could
not get the treatment locally,

they are referred to Warangal
and Hyderabad hospitals,
where the patients are treated
free of cost.

All employees working in
factories and other private
establishments drawing a salary
of less than Rs 21,000 come
under the purview of the ESI
hospitals. The worker out of his
salary will contribute 0.75% of
his salary to the ESI, while the
factory management con-
tributes 3.25% to the ESI. Out
of the total 71 ESI dispensaries
in the state, 57 are being run
from rental premises. For non-
payment of rent, 9 have been
put under lock and key. Some
of the dispensaries owed rent
for over two years. Therefore,
the landlords have been lock-
ing the dispensaries.

Non-payment of rent: 9 ESI
dispensaries locked by landlords

PNS n MEDAK

Medak BJP candidate M
Raghunandan Rao has accused
Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy
and former chief minister and
BRS supremo K Chandrashekar
Rao for the problems being
faced by the people

He appealed to the Revanth
Reddy to withdraw the GO 51
brought by his predecessor to
prevent CBI from investigating

cases in Telangana.
He charged Revanth with

intentionally making state-
ments that a surgical strike is
on the cards and went on
record saying that the BJP has
plans to amend the constitu-
tion. Further, he pointed out
that Modi never said that the
government would change the
Constitution during his 10-
year stint at the Center.  He
expressed his readiness for a

debate on constitutional
amendments and dared
Congress and BRS leaders
whether they are ready for the
a debate. It was the Congress
that ensured Ambedkar was
defeated in elections, he
recalled. The party had no
minimum common sense.

What is wrong in raising a
slogan “Jai Sriram”? Should
one raise slogans in praise of
KCR? he asked.

Raghunandan demands scrapping of GO

preventing  CBI from probing cases in TG

Sanjay undertakes door-to-door
campaign in Huzurabad

‘99% of promises fulfilled’
CM SAYS NAIDU IS MAKING UNACHIEVABLE PROMISES

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy has asserted that his govern-
ment has honoured the promises
mentioned in the 2019 manifesto,
equating it to a holy book during his
impassioned campaign in Tadipatri,
Anantapur district, on Sunday.

In his address to the public, Chief
Minister Jagan pledged the establish-
ment of an Agriculture College in the
Tadipatri Constituency post-elections.
"We have remained steadfast in fulfill-
ing the commitments laid out in our
manifesto, treating it with reverence
akin to a holy book. History will bear
witness to the fact that we've disbursed
over Rs 2.70 lakh directly into the
accounts of beneficiaries, with your
child (Jagan) personally overseeing the
process," remarked the Chief Minister
amidst the enthusiastic crowd.

In a critique aimed at TDP Chief
Chandrababu Naidu, CM Jagan

accused him of peddling unattainable
schemes and false promises designed
to exploit the impoverished masses.
"Chandrababu's return with his fabri-
cations and deceitful assurances is akin
to a recurring nightmare, preying on
the vulnerabilities of the poor," he
emphasized.

Emphasizing the importance of the
upcoming elections, Chief Minister
Jagan reiterated that the choice isn't
merely about selecting MPs and MLAs
but ensuring the continuity of transfor-
mative welfare schemes for the next five
years. "A vote for YSRCP ensures the
uninterrupted progress of these
schemes, whereas a vote for TDP
threatens their very existence," he
asserted firmly.

During a campaign event near YSR

Circle in Venkatagiri on Sunday after-
noon, CM Jagan Mohan Reddy lam-
basted TDP President Chandrababu
Naidu for his failure to deliver a sin-
gle substantial achievement despite
holding power for 14 years.

"In stark contrast to Chandrababu's
empty promises, we have implement-
ed a slew of welfare schemes transpar-
ently, including YSR Cheyutha, Asara,
Jagananna Chedodu, financial aid to
farmers, Jagananna Thodu, Kapu
Nestam, and EBC Nestham, aimed at
uplifting the masses," he declared, dar-
ing Chandrababu to challenge the effi-
cacy of any of these initiatives.

The Chief Minister also questioned
Chandrababu Naidu's stance on rein-
stating the Janmabhoomi committees,
challenging the TDP's commitment to

public welfare.
"Your tenure spans 14 years com-

pared to my 58 months in office. Yet,
your strategy appears to be centred
solely around mimicking my efforts
and amplifying them for electoral
gain," CM Jagan remarked pointedly.

He also underscored the govern-
ment's initiatives such as the revamp
of government schools through Nadu-
Nedu and the introduction of English
medium instruction.

CM Jagan concluded his first day of
campaigning by soliciting support
for the continuation of welfare
schemes and denouncing the TDP-
JSP-BJP coalition as a coalition of out-
siders who vanish after elections,
akin to migratory birds returning to
their nests.

n Jagan warns of discontinuation of
welfare schemes if TDP is voted in.

n Highlights govt achievements
including welfare schemes and
educational reforms during campaign
events in Venkatagiri
and Kandukuru.

n Challenges Naidu's accomplishments
during his
14-year tenure compared to 
Jagan's 58 months.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Seventy-five per cent of pensions will
be distributed through Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT), while the remaining
25% will be disbursed door-to-door
from May 1st to May 5th, according
to Sasi Bhushan Kumar, Principal
Secretary. Out of the total 65,49,864
pensioners, 48,92,503 (74.70%) will
receive their pensions via DBT using
the Aadhaar-enabled Payment System (AePS), as confirmed by

NPCI. The remaining 16,57,361 pen-
sioners (25.30%) will benefit from
the door-to-door distribution, as
per directives from the Election
Commission of India.

The Government of India has
instructed the state government to
ensure the smooth distribution of
ongoing scheme pensions to select-
ed beneficiaries through DBT or
other means during the Model Code
of Conduct period. In compliance

with the Election Commission's
directives, alternative arrangements
have been made to ensure timely and
hassle-free disbursement of pen-
sions for May and June 2024.

DBT beneficiaries, whose Aadhaar
is linked to their bank accounts, will
receive their pensions via AePS. 

Payments will be transferred on
May 1st, 2024, with pensioners
receiving SMS notifications con-
firming the credit to their accounts.

75% of pensions to be disbursed via DBT
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T
hree men have been arrested for allegedly tampering with ATMs for duping people,
police said on Saturday. Vishal Negi (30), Amit Mehra (37), and Vijay Kumar (26) used
to damage card reader slots in ATMs so that when someone puts their card in, it gets

stuck there, Deputy Commissioner of Police (south) Ankit Chauhan said. “Later, they
would secretly see the PIN number and ask the customer to raise a complaint with the
bank. If the customer leaves the ATM
without removing the card, the
accused used to remove it later and
make the transactions," the DCP said.
On April 19, at around 7 pm a PCR
call regarding an attempt to break into
an ATM and gunfire in the area was
received at Hauz Khas police station,
he said. Police team was sent to the
spot and investigation suggested that
two people were attempting to tamper
with the ATM and some people tried
to nab them, one of them fired a shot
in the air and fled.

A
controversy erupted on Sunday over Thiruvananthapuram city Mayor Arya
Rajendran allegedly blocking a state-run passenger bus here for not giving way to
her private car. Video footage aired by news channels showed the mayor and her

co-passengers in the car engaging in heated arguments with the bus driver after
blocking the bus at Palayam junction on Saturday. Police arrested the driver based on
the mayor's complaint that he
misbehaved with her. The driver was
released as the case was registered
for a bailable offence, police said.
The driver has also lodged a
complaint with the police against the
mayor. Later, speaking to reporters,
the driver alleged that the mayor's
vehicle attempted to overtake the
KSRTC bus on the wrong side. He
also alleged that the mayor's
husband MLA K M Sachin Dev
forced passengers to get down from
the bus after blocking it on the road.

T
he Mumbai police have busted a child trafficking racket and arrested a doctor and six
others involved in selling an infant and a toddler, an official said on Sunday. The
crime branch on Saturday arrested the accused, Dr Sopanrao Khandare, Vanadana

Amit Pawar (28), Sheetal Ganesh Vare (41), Sneha Suryavanshi (24), Naseema Haneef
Khan (28), Lata Survaade (36) and Sharad Maruti Devar (45), the official said. The police
had received a tip-off that Vare, a
resident of Vikhroli, had allegedly
sold a five-month-old baby for Rs
2 lakh, he said. Vare was
apprehended from Govandi,
following which the police arrested
Dr Khandare, who allegedly helped
her sell the infant, the official said.
The baby was later rescued from
Guhagar in Ratnagiri, he said.
Investigations revealed that the
accused had also sold a two-year-
old girl, and she has also been
rescued, the official said.

3 held for tampering with 
ATM  to dupe people

Controversy erupts over mayor
blocking bus in traffic dispute

Child trafficking racket 
busted in Mumbai

Health secretary urges states, UTs
to link ABHA IDs with health portals
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Union Health Secretary has
urged states and union territo-
ries to take necessary action to
link Ayushman Bharat Health
Account (ABHA) with various
health portals, such as
Reproductive Child Health
(RCH), National Tuberculosis
Elimination Programme
(NIKSHAY), among others.

As per the Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission (ABDM) dash-
board, total ABHA IDs created
in the country as on April 3,
2024 is 5,894.60 lakhs, Health
Secretary Apurva Chandra said.
However, total beneficiaries
linked with ABHA under Non-
communicable diseases (NCD),
Sickle cell, RCH, NIKSHAY,
National Viral Hepatitis Control
Program (NVHCP) and
Pradhan Mantri National
Dialysis Programme (PMNDP)
are only 827.99 lakhs, 0.89
lakhs, 15.78 lakhs, 2.46 lakhs,
0.056 lakhs and 0.17 lakhs,
respectively, he said.

"This shows that though the
states have taken huge interest
in creation of the IDs but non
linking of health records with
these IDs is not allowing the
stakeholders, including the
patients, from reaping the ben-
efits of digital health records,"
the health secretary said.

"You are, therefore, request-
ed to kindly take necessary
action for linkage of existing
beneficiaries with ABHA in the
various portals and do regular
review of the progress at your
level," he stated in a letter to all
the state and UT governments.

Chandra said the National
Digital Health Mission
(NDHM) was launched by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

on September 27, 2021 and all
the health facilities in the coun-
try are to take part in this mis-
sion.

Further, via Health Facility
Registry and Health
Professional Registry, the
ABDM platform has to be
utilised to the optimum extent,
he said in the letter.

"In this regard, all states and
UTs have been requested in the
past through a letter on June 13,
2023 for the 100 per cent com-
pliance in ABHA seeding on
various portals. Some states and
UTs have shown impressive
progress in the creation of
ABHA IDs," he said.

Chandra said currently, ben-
eficiaries are being linked with
ABHA under various health
portals like NCD, Sickle Cell,

Reproductive and Child Health
(RCH), NIKSHAY, NVHCP
and PMNDP, etc.

Additionally, states and UTs
have to link the beneficiaries
under the IDSP-IHIP
(Integrated Health Information
Platform) portal, the health
secretary said in the letter.

Under the ABDM, citizens
can create their ABHA num-
bers, to which their digital
health records can be linked.
This will allow patients to has-
sle-free access and digitally
share their health records.

This will enable creation of
longitudinal health records for
individuals across various
healthcare providers, and
improve clinical decision mak-
ing by healthcare providers,
officials said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Spike in traffic noise can
increase the risk of cardiovas-
cular diseases, including heart
attack, researchers have found.

Having found evidence link-
ing traffic noise and the risk of
developing heart and related
conditions, researchers are
calling for this type of noise
pollution to be recognised as
a risk factor for cardiovascu-
lar diseases.

.The researchers found evi-
dence that for every 10 deci-
bel increase in noise coming
from road traffic, the risk of
developing cardiovascular dis-
eases, including heart attack,
stroke and diabetes, height-
ened by 3.2 per cent.

In particular, they said,

night-time traffic noise that
disrupts and shortens sleep
time can increase levels of
stress hormones in the blood
vessels, thereby promoting
inflammation, high blood
pressure and vascular diseases.

"It is also important for us
that traffic noise is now final-
ly recognised as a risk factor
for cardiovascular disease due
to the strong evidence,"
Thomas Münzel, senior
Professor at the University

Medical Centre Mainz,
Germany, and lead author of
the study published in the
journal Circulation Research,
said.

The researchers also sug-
gested strategies for local
authorities to mitigate noise
from road, rail, and air traffic.

Erecting noise barriers
along busy roads in densely
populated areas can signifi-
cantly reduce noise levels by up
to 10 decibels, they said.

Constructing roads using
noise-reducing asphalt has
been shown to reduce levels by
3-6 decibels, the authors said.

Other strategies they sug-
gested included limiting dri-
ving speed and developing
and promoting the use of low-
noise tyres.

Traffic noise can increase risk of
cardiovascular disease: Study

BJP will neither remove reservations
nor allow anyone to do so: Amit Shah
PNS n KASGANJ/MAINPURI/
ETAWAH (UP)

The BJP will neither remove
reservations for SCs, STs, and
OBCs nor will it allow anyone
to do so, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said on
Sunday, calling it a "Modi
guarantee".

Opposition parties have
repeatedly claimed that the
BJP's call for "abki baar 400
paar" is aimed at winning 400
seats in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions to have the numbers in
Parliament to scrap quotas for
Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (STs) and
Other Backward Classes
(OBCs).

Speaking at a rally in sup-
port of Rajveer Singh, the BJP
candidate from Etah-Kasganj,

Shah alleged that the opposi-
tion parties ignored people
from backward communities,
who were granted their rights
by Narendra Modi after he
became prime minister.

Targeting Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, he said, "Rahul
Gandhi says that if the BJP gets

400 seats, it will remove reser-
vation. I want to say that we
had a full majority for two
terms but Narendra Modi is a
supporter of reservation."

"I want to say that it is a
Modi guarantee that neither
will the BJP remove reserva-
tions for SCs, STs, and OBCs

nor will it allow anyone to do
so," Shah said.

The home minister also hit
out at the opposition for keep-
ing the Ram temple issue
"hanging" and said the public
has to choose between "those
who opened fire at karsevaks
and those who built the Ram

temple." Attacking opposition
party leaders for not attending
the Ram temple consecration
ceremony, Shah said in
Kasganj, "The people who did
not go to the consecration
ceremony, they know that they
are the people who shot at kar-
sevaks."

He asserted that there are
two groups to choose from --
"one that fired shots at Ram
bhakts and one that built the
Ram temple".

"The Congress, Rahul 'baba'
and the party of Akhilesh
Yadav (Samajwadi Party) kept
the Ram temple issue hanging
for more than 70 years. You
made Modi ji the prime min-
ister for a second time and he
did 'Jai Shri Ram' by doing the
consecration ceremony on
January 22," Shah said.

PNS n SAMBHAL (UP)

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav on Sunday
claimed the BJP will not win any
seat in the third phase of the Lok
Sabha polls and that the ruling
party misunderstood the “direc-
tion of the wind” when it made
its slogan of “400 paar”.

Addressing a rally in
Sambhal, Yadav also said the
Samajwadi Party had an advan-
tage in the third phase, saying
that elections on May 7 will be
held between Sambhal and “his
home” in Etawah and Mainpuri.

"BJP people did not know the
direction of the wind, so they
kept saying ‘400 paar’ (winning
over 400 seats) and when they
realised the public sentiment
after the two phases of the
election, BJP forgot its slogan,”
the former UP chief minister
said.

"The wind from the west
(western UP) in the first phase
will change the BJP government.
A similar trend was seen in the
second phase also. People are
not accepting the BJP,” the SP
chief said.

“It is now your responsibili-
ty in the third phase,” he added
to those gathered for the rally in
support of party candidate Zia
ur Rahman Barq.

"These elections are being
held from this part till our
home. Netaji (SP founder
Mulayam Singh Yadav) has also
been an MP from this area
(Sambhal). Voting is going to
take place from here to
Mainpuri. I can say that the BJP
is not going to open its account
in any Lok Sabha seat here,”
Yadav said.

"When the seats where BJP
lost with the highest number of
votes are counted, the name of
Sambhal Lok Sabha should be
included in that count also,” he

further urged the voters.
Yadav also said the election in

Sambhal is an opportunity to
pay tribute to party MP Shafiqur
Rahman Barq, who was
declared as the SP candidate but
died earlier this year. After his
death, his grandson, Zia ur
Rahman Barq got the party tick-
et.

“We gave the ticket to the
very popular Shafiqur Rahman
Barq Saheb but he is no longer
with us. This is an opportunity
to pay tribute to him… He
always stood for the rights of his
people,” he said.

The SP chief also said that the
Lok Sabha polls are a fight
between those who want to
“abolish the Constitution” and
the INDIA bloc and the social-
ists who want to protect the
Constitution.

BJP govt politicising probe agencies
just like Cong earlier :Mayawati
PNS n MORENA (MP)

Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati on Sunday claimed
the BJP was politicising probe
agencies just like the Congress
earlier and asserted poverty and
unemployment had increased in
the country in the last two
years.

Addressing a Lok Sabha poll
rally here, the former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister claimed
it would not be easy for the
Bharatiya Janata Party to win if
"free and fair" elections are held
and there is no "tampering" of
EVMs.

"It seems the BJP has politi-
cised investigation agencies just
like the Congress earlier. The
BJP government has also failed
to check poverty, unemploy-
ment, and prices, all of which
have risen in the past two years
The Centre is giving rations to
the extremely poor but the solu-

tion is creating employment,"
she said.

"Corruption has not gone
down and the borders of the
country are not completely safe
till now. This is a matter of con-
cern. You must take every effort
to stop the BJP and Congress
from coming to power. " she
said. The BJP's promise of
"achhe din" (good days) for the
poor and weaker sections as well
as the middle class and labour-
ers has not been fulfilled and
people now know the ruling
party's "guarantees" are hollow,
Mayawati said.

Mamata wants govt at Centre that 
is soft on terrorism: Nadda

PNS n BAHARAMPUR/
RANAGHAT

BJP president J P Nadda on
Sunday alleged that
Trinamool Congress supremo
Mamata Banerjee desires a
central government that is
"soft on terrorism" and
believes in appeasement.

Addressing back-to-back
rallies in Baharampur in
Murshidabad district and

Ranaghat in Nadia district of
West Bengal, Nadda claimed
that the TMC government in
the state helmed by Banerjee
is known for corruption,
extortion, appeasement, and
discrimination.

"We want a 'Majboot
Sarkar' (strong government),
but Mamata Banerjee desires
a 'Majboor Sarkar' (weak gov-
ernment). She aims for a gov-
ernment in Delhi that con-

dones appeasement, corrup-
tion, discrimination, and
sympathises with terrorists,"
he alleged.

"On the contrary, Modi ji's
'Majboot Sarkar' believes in
development, prosperity,
national security, and
responds to terrorism with
surgical strikes," Nadda
asserted.

Further criticising the
TMC government, Nadda

said, "Mamata Banerjee's
administration fosters
appeasement, discrimination,
and a lenient approach toward
terrorists, extending sympa-
thy to them."

He slammed the TMC for
allegedly spreading misinfor-
mation about the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA),
emphasising that the Act aims
to grant citizenship, not
revoke it.

PNS n CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M
K Stalin on Sunday gave away
a cash incentive of Rs 75 lakh
to chess star D Gukesh, days
after he won the prestigious
Candidates Tournament in
Toronto.

As a mark of honour, Stalin
also presented Gukesh with a
shield and shawl in the pres-
ence of Sports Development
Minister Udhyanidhi Stalin,
top officials and the champion's
parents. The CM congratulat-
ed Gukesh for his accomplish-
ment. The Candidates
Tournament, organised by
chess's international governing
body FIDE since 1950, is an
eight-player chess tournament
held to determine the chal-
lenger for the World Chess
Championship. The winner of
the Candidates earns the right
to a match for the World
Championship against the
incumbent world champion.

Chennai-based Gukesh
drew with American Hikaru
Nakamura in the final round to
not only win the prestigious
tournament but also become
the youngest ever challenger to
the world title at 17. 

Stalin awards
chess champion
Gukesh Rs 75 L
cash incentive

PNS n BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and his deputy D
K Shivakumar along with sev-
eral ministers and legislators on
Sunday staged a dharna here
alleging injustice to the state by
the union government while
releasing drought relief funds.

The state government has
declared 226 out of the total 236
Taluks in Karnataka as drought-
hit and said there was a crop loss
in 48 lakh hectares of land.

According to Siddaramaiah,
against the demand for Rs
18,171 crore for drought relief,
the union government ordered
release of only Rs 3,454 crore,

that too after the state was dri-
ven to the Supreme Court to get
its rights enforced.

The sanction is "woefully
inadequate" and just a quarter of
the state's demand, he noted.

Displaying 'Chombu', a water
pot symbolising emptiness and
deception, the leaders charged
the Centre with "cheating"
Karnataka by not releasing ade-
quate relief to face acute drought,
the kind of which was not wit-
nessed in the past several
decades. They held the symbol-
ic dharna in front of the
Mahatma Gandhi statue on the
premises of Vidhana Soudha,
which houses the Legislature
and Secretariat.

PNS n KALIACHAK (WB)

Asserting that the Trinamool
Congress is contesting the Lok
Sabha elections alone in West
Bengal, Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Sunday alleged that
the Congress and CPI(M) are
helping the BJP in the state.

Addressing an election rally
here at Malda Dakshin Lok
Sabha seat, Banerjee claimed that
the TMC will put up a spirited
fight against the Narendra Modi-
led dispensation at the Centre
and will play a major role in
installing an INDIA bloc govern-
ment after the Lok Sabha polls.

"We don't have any alliance in
Bengal with Congress. Here the

CPI(M) is having an alliance
with Congress. Both are hand-
in gloves with BJP and if you
(voters) cast vote for Congress or
CPI(M) that tantamounts to
cutting the anti-BJP vote share
and helping Narendra Modi.
Congress and CPI(M) are the
two eyes of BJP in this state," she
said.

Banerjee claimed that the
TMC had wanted to discuss seat
sharing with Congress with the
condition that they should not
have any deal with CPI(M) in
Bengal but they didn't listen.

"The Congress and CPI(M)
leaders in West Bengal have been
speaking in the same voice of BJP
and plotting against pro-people
policies of the TMC-run govern-
ment in the state," she said.

Asserting that the INDIA
alliance is alive outside Bengal,
Banerjee said "I gave INDIA
alliance its name, but the alliance
does not exist in Bengal, it will
be functioning outside this state
because of the pro-BJP stance of
its state leaders."

Congress, CPI(M) helping
BJP in Bengal: Mamata

K'taka CM holds dharna
protesting Centre's ‘injustice'

over drought relief

BJP won’t win any seat
in 3rd phase: Akhilesh

Targeting Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, he
said, "Rahul Gandhi says that if the BJP gets 400
seats, it will remove reservation. I want to say
that we had a full majority for two terms but
Narendra Modi is a supporter of reserva-
tion." "I want to say that it is a Modi guar-
antee that neither will the BJP remove
reservations for SCs, STs, and OBCs nor
will it allow anyone to do so," Shah said.

As per the Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission (ABDM) dashboard, total ABHA
IDs created in the country as on April 3,
2024 is 5,894.60 lakhs, Health
Secretary Apurva Chandra said.

"BJP people did not
know the direction of
the wind, so they kept
saying ‘400 paar’
(winning over 400
seats) and when they
realised the public
sentiment after the two
phases of the election,
BJP forgot its slogan,”
the former UP chief
minister said.



I
t’s election time in India
and various political par-
ties vie for their space in

the hearts of the public. Even
when political parties give
multiple offers, including pro-
viding sustainable living in
their manifestos, there is no
concrete measure to tackle
issues affecting our planet.
Even for the few who speak
about the environment, the
vision is for the future, not
immediate. What we want is
a manifesto that speaks about
protecting our planet the
moment it comes to power.
Every political party stresses
developmental politics. But
what is the use of develop-
ment if our planet’s status is
in a dilemma? The climate is
changing; glaciers and the
water table are receding and
water scarcity is severe in
parts of the country. We
haven’t devised a concrete step
in managing our garbage,
even in our capital city. Is it a
lack of scientific knowledge?
We have one CSIR lab exclu-
sively working on the envi-
ronment and many other
research institutions working
on similar lines. Still, we fail
in this? Is it a lack of political
will? Nobody knows the actu-
al reason behind this. Every

part of the planet suffers
from anthropogenic activities
during this Anthropocene
period. 
In the electioneering process,
political parties also create lots
of garbage containing lots of
plastic materials. During elec-
tions, political parties often
use a variety of promotional
materials such as banners,
posters, flyers and flags, many
of which are made of plastic
or contain plastic compo-
nents. Political rallies, public
events and gatherings organ-
ised by political parties often
generate significant amounts
of waste, including plastic
cups, plates and other dispos-
able items. Improper waste
management practices at
these events can result in
plastic litter ending up in the
environment. Why can’t the
Government ban plastic from
its production source? After
manufacturing and selling to
the vendors, for namesake,
the official makes some peri-

odic visits and fines poor ven-
dors. It’s like keeping sweets
near a diabetic patient and
telling him not to touch them.
Plastic pollution has signifi-
cantly threatened ecosystems,
wildlife and human health
worldwide. Plastic pollution
in oceans is a well-docu-
mented problem with devas-
tating effects on marine life.
Sea turtles, whales, seabirds
and fish often mistake plastic
debris for food or become
entangled in plastic waste,
leading to injury or death.
Additionally, plastic frag-
ments, known as microplas-
tics, are ingested by smaller
organisms and can bioaccu-
mulate up the food chain,
posing risks to human health.
Coral reefs, often called the
“rainforests of the sea,” are
highly sensitive ecosystems
that provide habitat for
numerous marine species.
Plastic pollution can smoth-
er coral reefs, blocking sun-
light and inhibiting coral
growth. Chemicals released
by plastic degradation can
also harm coral health, con-
tributing to reef degradation
and loss. 
Political parties can influ-
ence public opinion and
behaviour through messaging

and advocacy efforts. Parties
that prioritise environmental
issues and promote sustain-
able practices can help raise
awareness about the harms of
plastic pollution and encour-
age individuals and commu-
nities to take action. They
should teach their followers to
follow clean environmental
practices in their party func-
tions and their daily lives. In
India, political parties have
the power to shape policies
and promote initiatives that
influence people’s attitudes
and behaviours toward plas-
tics. So, they should take
responsibility.
We don’t have decades to wait
for the results. Already, the
global temperature has
reached its threshold. Any
further increase may cause
unforeseen consequences on
the life on this planet. We
need a political mindset to
change our attitude towards
plastics and the environment
immediately. It will be good
if we always remember that
we don’t have a ‘planet B’ to
sustain humanity.

(The writer is an adjunct
faculty at the National

Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bengaluru, 
views are personal)

H
istorically, Uttarakhand is somehow a little more prone than other hill States in
India to the scourge of frequent forest fires, especially in summers. Otherwise
famous for its breathtaking beauty and lush greenery, the State has of late again

experienced a series of jungle blazes: To give an idea of the seriousness of the situa-
tion, more than 500 have been reported since January and one almost every hour in
the past 24 hours. The latest incident has struck perilously close to the inhabited areas
in Nainital, gutting 108 ha of forest land and sounding alarm bells for the residents and
authorities alike. With the situation worsening, the Army and IAF have been pressed into
action to aid containment efforts. These fires, often man-made to clear dead vegeta-
tion or fuelled by natural friction amid dry vegetation and exacerbated by strong winds,
pose a significant threat to the fragile ecosystem. Despite concerted containment efforts,
the inferno has spread its tendrils closer to human population. The IAF helicopters equipped

with water-spraying capabilities are deployed to douse
the flames, offering a crucial advantage in reaching
inaccessible terrain. Additionally, Army personnel are
working on ground to create firebreaks and prevent
further spread. As for the bright side of this challenge,
the wildfires have brought out the best in humans —
cooperating with authorities and fighting it together.
Amid the suffocating chaos and burning uncertainty,
the spirit of community resilience has shone brightly.
Local residents, alongside volunteers and NGOs, have
rallied together to support firefighting efforts and offer
assistance to those affected. 
From food and shelter to lending a helping hand in evac-

uation efforts, the collective response has underscored the strength of solidarity in the
face of adversity. However, these forest fires carry grave environmental implications.
The loss of precious flora and fauna, coupled with the release of harmful pollutants into
the atmosphere, underscores the urgent need for proactive measures to mitigate future
fire outbreaks. Strengthening forest management practices, implementing early warn-
ing systems and fostering community awareness are paramount in safeguarding the
region’s biodiversity and mitigating the risk of catastrophic wildfires. It is about time that
a comprehensive policy was framed to fight the wildfire menace. The Uttarakhand
Government must draw from the US experiences in California, where such fires are fre-
quent but they manage them rather well and swiftly with an early warning system, besides
a mechanism for controlled burns. As the battle against the Nainital forest fire rages on,
it serves as a stark reminder of the fragility of our natural ecosystems as also the resilience
of the human spirit. With the combined efforts of authorities, armed forces and local
communities, there is hope that the flames will soon be extinguished. However, the after-
math of this crisis should serve as a catalyst for concerted action towards building a
more resilient and sustainable future for Uttarakhand and beyond.

Orange hills

The hope of Congress restoration is high
along with the National Conference &
PDP party compared to the Bhartiya
Janta Party. The people of Jammu and
Kashmir are anxiously waiting for this
very moment. Hope the design will be
fulfilled soon and very soon Jammu and
Kashmir will enjoy complete Statehood
like other Indian States.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur 

STRENGTH IN DIVERSITY
Madam — In every domain, women are
enchanting their presence. The inclusion
of women in the decision-making
process is their fundamental right and
it is also pivotal for sustainable devel-
opment. If women have significant
representation, We will attain legal
parity in economic opportunities and
also unleash the benefits and econom-
ic progressions linked with this assort-
ment. 
Also, they will influence voter’s opin-
ions, mobilise support and actively
participate in the electoral process. A

paradigm shift of the Government’s
strong focus on women-led develop-
ment, going beyond women-centric,
represents a key pillar of India’s progress. 
The Government is promoting women’s
empowerment by implementing a host
of schemes, like, Skill Upgradation and
Mahila Coir Yojana, Women Scientists
Scheme, PM Mudra Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana and many more.
On top of that The Women’s
Reservation Bill passed by the parlia-
ment, gave women a significant voice in
the Lok Sabha and State assemblies. In
2024, the launch of the Alliance for
Global Good-Equity and Equality, focus
on investing in women with the theme
for International Women’s Day 2024 -
“Invest in Women, Accelerate Progress,”
shows that Indian leadership is now
gaining global recognition for women’s
empowerment.

Apurva Garg | Ujjain

SC UPHOLDS EVMs
Madam — Apropos the news article,
“Supreme Court rejects 100 per cent
VVPAT verification plea”, published
on April 27, this is my response. The
Supreme Court has rightly reaffirmed
its faith in the working of EVMs and
refused the return of ballot papers. They
seem to be satisfied with several safe-
guards and stringent checks which
have been an integral part of EVM func-
tioning. It is also a welcome move by the
court that they have now given number
2 and 3 placed candidates an option to
check and verify 5 per cent microchips
per assembly segment so that they
remain fully satisfied. 
One additional burden the Election
Commission has to make is to also store
symbol loading units for 45 days in
addition to EVMs. Now hopefully this
EVM issue should be closed for good
and the opposition must create a nar-
rative which resonates with the voters.
The ruling party has given a lot of
opportunities to the opposition where
the former could have been put on the
mat but the latter failed to do so. There
are still 5 phases to go in the current
elections and the opposition would do
better to channel their energy in the
right direction and highlight BJP’s neg-
ative points than keep crying over
EVMs.

Bal Govind | Noida

JAMMU ELECTIONS
Madam — Apropos the news article,
“Stage set for phase II LS Polls”, pub-
lished on April 25, this is my response.
The second phase of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions is completed now. The EVMs had
made it captured the fate of Jammu as
well. The people of Jammu and Kashmir
are specifically annoyed with the gov-
ernance of J&K as a Union Territory.
The bigger mandate of J&K so disclosed
appears to be extremely annoying with
the BJP the people want to topple the
UT administration to put in place
proper Statehood. 
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‘Veerakumars’ gather to participate in the the Karaga festival at Sri Dharmarayana Swamy Temple, in Bengaluru PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Nainital is just one example of ongoing forest fires
damaging the fragile ecosystem in Uttarakhand

inevitable way of revealing
itself that cannot be suppressed
by homilies of co-religiousity. 
As the speech by Ambassador
Durrani accepted, “After the
withdrawal of NATO forces, it
was hoped that peace in
Afghanistan would bring
peace to the region. However,
such expectations were short-
lived”. Anyone with a mod-
icum of understanding about
history (especially about
Afghanistan, the home to
many ‘Great Games’) ought to
have known that to ‘control’
the narrative in Afghanistan
was not just impossible and
impractical, but also counter-
productive. The worst-kept
secret of nurturing a desire to
have ‘Strategic Depth’ in
Afghanistan could not be hid-
den even from its creation, the
Afghan Taliban. While the
Afghans had accepted the sup-
port and infrastructure afford-
ed by Pakistani regimes of all
hues and shades since the late
1970’s — to expect the proud
Afghan (even a Pak-created
Taliban) to toe Islamabad’s
line blindly was an affront to
the cultural-civilisational iden-
tity of an Afghan. Not only did
the Taliban Government bolt
out from the shackles of con-
trols, ‘advisories’ and conde-
scending platitudes from
Islamabad, but it knowingly
harboured and supported its
ideological offshoot i.e., the
Pak-facing Tehreek-e-Taliban

Pakistan (TTP) fighters, who
attack Pakistan with impuni-
ty and deadly consequences. 
A grim observation of the sit-
uation suggests that the attacks
on Pakistan are not just a phe-
nomenon afflicting disaffect-
ed Pakistani folks across the
Afghan side, but that the “wor-
rying aspect is the participa-
tion of Afghan nationals in
these attacks”. Basically, either
as genuinely motivated or
even as trained mercenaries,
Afghan nationals are attacking
Pakistan! The project of
demonising India by the
Pakistanis has failed spectac-
ularly amongst the conserva-
tive Afghans, as even they
harbour a rather warm percep-
tion of the Indians, as opposed
to that of the Pakistanis. At the
end of the day, the difference
in sovereign intent emanating
from Islamabad, versus those
emanating from Delhi, has
surfaced. Beyond certain con-
straints mandated by their
self-invested image, ideology
and inert conservativism, the
language used by the Taliban
Government officials bears a
stark contrast, from the one
that was imagined when the
US/NATO forces abandoned
Kabul and the Taliban stormed
into Kabul. 
Today, given the ‘dark’ invest-
ments made by the Pakistani
State it finds itself in an awk-
ward and inextricable position.
Try hard as it might, the

Pakistanis are struggling to
undo and trace back the steps
that it took to create the pre-
vailing environment, infra-
structure and instinct in the
region. As Ambassador
Durrani lamented,
“Afghanistan has become a
permanent fixture in Pakistan’s
regional paradigm for over
four decades”. Therefore, all
support or otherwise to
Pakistan is seen from the lens
of Afghanistan. Ironically,
Pakistani complaints about
the situation with Afghanistan
fall on deaf ears as the global
community attributes much of
what went wrong with the
Afghan storyline, to the
Pakistanis themselves. In some
sense, it is a ‘cry wolf ’ situation
for the Pakistanis and there
simply aren’t too many takers
or sympathisers of the
Pakistani woes. A deeper
introspection would reveal the
rot in the thinking of the
Pakistani system set in 1947
when it thought that religion
was to be its trump card.
History is instructive, that
religion can never be a basis of
Statehood for any moral and
sustainable nation. Both
Bangladesh and Afghanistan
discredit the ‘two-nation the-
ory’

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor

of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry. The
views expressed are personal)

Pakistan paying for its

misplaced priorities

P
akistan’s Special
Representative on
A f g h a n i s t a n ,
Ambassador Asif
Durrani, conceded the

grave reality of the Pakistani
Government’s abject failure in
Afghanistan. Speaking at a con-
ference titled, “Pakistan in the
Emerging Geopolitical
Landscape”, the diplomat accept-
ed that the ensuing price of the
flared tensions along the Durand
Line far exceeded the human and
financial cost of all the wars with
India, put together!
Cold and frightening statistics like
the loss of over 80,000 lives in the
so-called ‘War on Terror’ which
Islamabad joined in 2001 (includ-
ing 8000 security personnel) and
an estimated economic loss of
$150 billion-the reality check of
what ought to worry Pakistan, i.e.,
between its traditional enemy
across the Line-of-Control, or the
one across the Durand Line-
couldn’t have been clearer. To
make matters worse for
Islamabad, it isn’t even close to the
end of its miseries as the deadly
attacks by Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) have shot up by
65% and the accompanying sui-
cide attacks by 500%! In such a
scenario to persist with India as
the ‘enemy number 1’ is not only
to suffer from an acute sense of
Ostrich syndrome, but also to
refuse the hard lessons of Karma
i.e., what goes around, comes
around. 
The fixation with India owes
itself to the wounds of the parti-
tion and the desperate need of
various institutions to have an
‘enemy’ to legitimise themselves
in the eyes of the citizenry e.g.,
clergy, military, politicians etc., as
also, as to defend the flawed ‘two-
nation theory’ that ostensibly
rationalises Pakistan. The creation
of Bangladesh in 1971 exposed
the hollowness and amorality of
a nation created in the name of
religion - the current equation
with Afghanistan further expos-
es the untenability of a relation-
ship based on co-religionism.
That religion can never be the
basis of nationhood or indeed
ensure a ‘brotherly relation’ (as
insincerely claimed) with a neigh-
bour, is further proved. At the end
of the day, what matters is, ‘intent’
or neat. Over time, intent has an

No moral high ground for India or the US

THE PROJECT OF

DEMONISING INDIA

BY THE PAKISTANIS

HAS FAILED

SPECTACULARLY

AMONGST THE

CONSERVATIVE

AFGHANS, AS EVEN

THEY HARBOUR A

RATHER WARM

PERCEPTION OF THE

INDIANS, AS

OPPOSED TO THAT

OF THE PAKISTANIS

Political parties must prioritise

environmental preservation
A

propos the editorial, “All is well”, published
on April 27, this is my response. Neither
the US nor India can claim to be on the

moral high ground to point an accusing finger
at each other. The regularly occurring deaths of
Indian students in the US are as much a blot
on that nation as are the deaths of hundreds of
innocent Manipuris in the State of Manipur.
India’s response to the allegations made by the
USA has been rather dismissive because we all
know the truth about Manipur. 
The US apart, even the Opposition parties of
India had raised a quarrel over the situation in
Manipur and rightly so. Therefore, for India to
say that the US report is “deeply biased” and
reflects a “significant misunderstanding of the
ground realities” is to turn a blind eye to the
facts. Both countries need to introspect and take
measures to set their own house in order instead
of indulging in a provocative blame game.

Avinash Godboley | Dewas

BHOPINDER SINGH

BIJU
DHARAMPALAN

Political leadership must prioritise sustainability and combating plastic

pollution to safeguard ecosystems and human health

Ambassador Asif Durrani acknowledges the Pak Government’s shortcomings in handling

the Afghanistan situation and underscores a reality check for Islamabad’s foreign policy
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NEARLY 83 
PER CENT 
OF THOSE

UNEMPLOYED 
IN INDIA ARE
YOUNG AND 

AMONG THESE
UNEMPLOYED

YOUNG INDIANS,
NEARLY 

66 PER CENT 
ARE EDUCATED

T
oday, almost every country in the world has been putting in hard
efforts to make a Better World that is free from all kinds of fear and
insecurities and is safe for all. However, in this whole exercise, we

must not forget the fact that the breakthrough in man’s efforts to bring
change comes only when he knows his real identity. The present world
crisis, which is generally known as the crisis of values, is in fact, a deep
crisis of self-identity. This crisis of values also has resulted from the loss
of the knowledge of the real identity of the self. While man has discov-
ered many ‘lost continents’ or land masses on the globe, this continent
of the self ‘ has yet to be discovered or rediscovered by all of us. Thus
man has first to be made aware of the truth that he has, in him, a cer-
tain potential of divine qualities or a core of human values and that these
qualities or values, within him, have gone deep down in the sea of the
Subconscious and the Unconscious Mind and have now to be brought
again to the surface, into the light and have to be used as the keyboard
for actions. Man has also to be given a realisation of the truth that, with
the cremation or burial of the dead body, man’s all deeds good or bad
done by him during his lifetime, or the abilities and qualities acquired by
him over some time, are not all lost.
Neither does man’s good actions go unrewarded forever nor does he
go unpunished for his bad actions. Unless and until man realises that,
in truth, he is an eternal being, a soul or a being-of-light and that so are
other beings, his outlook and his attitude towards all others does not
undergo a total change. When, however, he realises his real identity, he
takes a new ‘mental and spiritual birth’ so to say and then an improve-
ment in his self and his relationships with others takes place automat-

ically and naturally even as day follows night. So, we may adopt what-
ever strategy we think is suitable for a particular country or a group of
people but let us keep in mind that, sooner or later, we have to give to
all those who come in touch with us the knowledge of the real identity
of self, for without this knowledge, there is no going nearer to our goal
of a better world.
Today we all identify ourselves with the body that we have acquired
because we are unaware of the immortal entity called ‘soul’ which resides
within us and functions through our body. This ignorance about the exis-
tence of the soul thus results in ‘body-consciousness’ or a worldly
approach towards life, as a result of which throughout our life we strug-
gle to improve our condition of life without understanding the fact as to
why the physical and mental conditions and environments of two indi-
viduals differ widely right from the time of their birth. We get baffled by
human sufferings & untimely deaths on a mass scale caused by nat-
ural calamities, terrorism, violence and wars due to which we constant-
ly fear for our death all the time.
In this whole merry-go-round, we fail to realise that unless these basic
aspects of life are rightly understood, the body-conscious approach is
bound to be there. Considering one’s physical existence as the ‘be all
and end all’ of everything results in man’s adopting wrong values in life
which in turn leads to his committing wrong acts and consequently caus-
es suffering to him. No wonder, despite striving hard, he is unable to
avoid sorrow and suffering in life. Hence to live a peaceful, contented,
happy and liberated life, proper knowledge of one’s real self i.e. the soul,
its functioning and its role in the world drama is a ‘must’.

(The writer is a spiritual educator and a popular columnist;
views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
THE CRISIS OF 
SELF-IDENTITY

D
espite not being a
WHO member State,
Taiwan emphasises the

importance of contributing
insights into pandemic man-
agement and learning from
international best practices.
Taiwan’s proactive approach to
pandemic response under-
scores its commitment to glob-
al health. Advocating for
amendments to the
International Health
Regulations (2005) and inclu-
sion in the pandemic agree-
ment, Taiwan seeks to collab-
orate on monitoring, reporting
and exchanging vital health
data to enhance global health
security. Additionally, Taiwan
champions universal health
coverage and humanitarian
efforts to uphold the funda-
mental human right to health
worldwide. The three years of

the COVID-19 pandemic
resulted in a terrible loss of life
and exacerbated health
inequalities. The global econ-
omy slumped and, worldwide,
people’s lives were affected.
This experience demonstrated
that the present global health
governance framework is not
effective in responding to
threats to global health.
Although COVID-19 is no
longer labelled a public health
emergency of international

concern (PHEIC) and trade
and economic activity global-
ly have returned to normal, the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) cautions against the
threat of a Disease X pandem-
ic. Therefore, countries across
the globe must unite to bolster
health governance.
WHO and many countries
began reviewing response
strategies during the COVID-
19 pandemic. Weaknesses in
the International Health
Regulations (2005) as con-
cerns managing this crisis
were revealed. As a result,
changes are afoot. Proposed
revisions include enhanced
surveillance, reporting and
information sharing; improved
response readiness; and revised
criteria for declaring PHEICs.
At the same time, there is vig-
orous debate around a new

pandemic agreement, which
aims to craft a robust global
pandemic governance frame-
work grounded in accountabil-
ity, transparency and equity. It
may be approved at the 77th
World Health Assembly.
As Taiwan is not a WHO
member State, it cannot direct-
ly influence revisions to the
International Health
Regulations (2005) or the
drafting of the pandemic
agreement. Nevertheless, we
remain greatly concerned
about the content of and devel-
opments regarding these cen-
tral documents. 
We are eager to contribute our
insights into pandemic man-
agement and learn from inter-
national best practices. Taiwan
was the nation that initially
identified the epidemic risk
and promptly executed adap-

tive measures. Taiwan also
proactively shared vital infor-
mation with global partners
and garnered public trust
through a commitment to
openness. We strongly endorse
the passage and implementa-
tion of amendments to the
International Health
Regulations (2005) and the
pandemic agreement. We call
on WHO to include Taiwan as
a signatory to these docu-
ments. 
We urge WHO to support
Taiwan’s inclusion in oversee-
ing global health. Taiwan
remains committed to partic-
ipating based on the principles
of professionalism, pragma-
tism and making contribu-
tions. Taiwan seeks to cooper-
ate with WHO to remedy
geographic gaps in global
health security and to con-

struct a comprehensive glob-
al health framework.
The WHO Council on the
Economics of Health for All
has found that at least 140
countries recognise health as
a fundamental human right in
their constitutions. Despite
this, many nations have not
passed and implemented laws
to ensure that their citizens
have access to healthcare ser-
vices. Taiwan has worked hard
to reach universal health cov-
erage and has consistently
improved the quality of health
care over the past few decades
in line with WHO recommen-
dations. 
Taiwan has effectively inte-
grated and allocated social
welfare resources to enhance
primary and oral health care
for all, implement mental
health programs and

strengthen the social safety
net. Taiwan has put in place
an agile and resilient health-
care system able to combat
both communicable and non-
communicable diseases. We
are improving health for all
individuals throughout their
entire lives. 
The theme for World Health
Day 2024 is “My health, my
right.” This is a way to advo-
cate for every individual,
everywhere, to have access to
quality health services, educa-
tion and information, as well
as enjoy safe drinking water,
clean air, good nutrition, qual-
ity housing, decent working
and environmental condi-
tions and freedom from dis-
crimination. Through a pub-
lic-private partnership,
Taiwan has been contributing
to global efforts to realise the

right to health in collabora-
tion with partner countries
and international organisa-
tions. 
Taiwan should be included, as
a matter of pragmatism, in the
World Health Assembly and
all WHO meetings, activities
and mechanisms, particular-
ly those concerned with the
WHO pandemic agreement.
This would better empower
Taiwan to collaborate with
global partners to uphold the
fundamental human right to
health stipulated in the WHO
Constitution and the vision of
leaving no one behind
espoused in the United
Nations Sustainable
Development Goals.

(The author is Minister of
Health and Welfare Republic

of China (Taiwan); 
views are personal)

Taiwan urges for stronger global health governance

Discovering the self brings 

change, peace and liberation

RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ JI

As the job landscape evolves, the focus is now on fostering market-driven
skill sets to meet the demands of a changing workforce

DINESH SOOD

Market-oriented gig
skill sets under focus 

ticularly acute among educated
youth. The cost of an engineer-
ing degree remains at Rs 8-10
lakh, yet the placement rate
remains around 30%.
Furthermore, there is an influx of
MBA degree holders entering
the market, even though the
demand has dropped by 55% this
year. This raises the question of
the value of a college/university
degree.
Being highly educated is no guar-
antee of employment in India, as
the International Labor
Organisation (ILO) report
reveals. Nearly 83% of those
unemployed in India are young
and among these unemployed
young Indians, nearly 66% are
educated. According to the ILO
report, the “youth unemploy-
ment rate has increased with the
level of education, with the high-
est rates among those with a grad-
uate degree or higher.” On the
other hand, those without univer-
sity degrees or even school
dropouts have a higher employ-
ment rate. 
Several highly educated youths
set an example by adopting odd
entrepreneurship and proudly
titled it MBA’s Chaiwalas and
Chatwalas.
Despite the promise of creating
100 million jobs through the
flagship “Make in India” initia-
tive, the expected job creation did
not materialise in the last 10
years. Raghuram Rajan, the for-
mer governor of the Reserve
Bank of India, has emphasised the
need to make the workforce more
employable and create jobs. Every
year, around 7-8 million young

Indians enter the workforce, but
many remain unemployed.
It is a proven fact that our youth
with higher education degrees are
not well-skilled. One of the main
reasons why skills are more
important than higher degrees is
because they are directly applic-
able to the job at hand. 
A candidate with a degree may
have a broad understanding of a
subject, but without the specific
skills needed to perform the job,
they may struggle to succeed. On
the other hand, a candidate with
the right set of skills, even if they
don’t have a higher degree, may
be able to hit the ground running.
It is essential to note that having
relevant skills is more crucial than
having higher degrees since skills
are directly applicable to the job
at hand. 
A candidate with a degree may
have a broad understanding of a
subject, but without the specific
skills required to perform the job,
they may struggle to succeed.
Conversely, a candidate with the
right set of skills, even if they
don’t have a higher degree, can hit
the ground running and perform
exceptionally well. For example,
gig skill courses like digital mar-
keting and beauty-wellness are
available for around Rs 30 to 50
thousand and have a placement
scope of over 90 per cent.
A gig economy offers a shot: The
gig economy in India is vibrant,
skill-driven and bucking the
unemployed youths. According to
a report by gig work platform
Taskmo(which has over 7,50,000
gig workers registered) youth
participation in the gig economy

has increased an astounding
eightfold between 2019 and 2022,
with most of the young people
coming from Tier-I and Tier-II
cities. In 2022, a projection report
by Niti Aayog on the gig econo-
my predicted a higher demand
for skilled gig workers in the
future. Areas such as digital mar-
keting, social media manage-
ment, logistics, healthcare and
beauty-wellness will be in high
demand, reflecting the diverse
needs of employers and the evo-
lution of the job market. The gig
workforce is expected to expand
to 23.5 million by 2029-30, from
7.7 million in 2021-22.
It’s fascinating to see that a pro-

fessionally trained gig worker,
such as a hairdresser, can earn
more than an MBA or IITan’s.
Jawed Habib, a hair stylist expert
entrepreneur, is an excellent
example of this. With his global
exposure, he’s inspiring young
people to envision beauty well-
ness as a profession of the future.
It’s important to note that having
a higher degree is no longer the
only way to get hired or advance
in a career. Employers are increas-
ingly looking for candidates with
specific skills that are directly
applicable to the job and can help
the company succeed. Therefore,
it’s crucial to focus on market-dri-
ven gig skill sets.

-The writer is a co-founder and
MD, of Orane International, a

Training Partner with the
National Skill Development

Corporation(NSDC), network
member of India International

Skill Centres; views expressed 
are personal.

I
n today’s fast-paced and ever-
evolving job market, employers are
not just interested in hiring candi-
dates with degrees from prestigious
institutions l ike the Indian

Institutes of Technology (IIT) or the
Indian Institutes of Management (IIM),
they now prioritise hiring candidates
with specific skill sets.
Despite the widespread recognition of
IITs for academic excellence and covet-
ed placement opportunities, recent wor-
risome reports have revealed that they
are not delivering as per their ranking
and perception.
Every year among thousands of students
who dreamt to get admission in IIT’s,
only 20-25 per cent of them remain lucky
charm to clear the JEE (Joint Entrance
Exam) advanced process to get admis-
sion while pursuing their academic
excellence and coveted placement oppor-
tunities every year they look forward to
the placement season with an eye on big-
ticket jobs.
However, The 2024 placement season is
described as “lacklustre” by IIT students.
This is a worrying situation in IIT-
Bombay, which is ranked third among
engineering institutes in India by NIRF.
According to the Global IIT Alumni
Support Group, nearly 36% of students
were unable to secure jobs for the 2024
placements. Although IIT-Bombay con-
tested this report, stating that only 6.1%
of students remained unplaced, the sit-
uation is still concerning.
The Global IIT Alumni Support Group
data shows that nearly 30-40% of IIT stu-
dents are still unplaced in the top-ranked
8 older IITs like Bombay, Delhi, Kanpur
and others, while around 50-60% of stu-
dents are still unplaced in the 15 newer
IITs like BHU(Varanasi), Ropar and oth-
ers.
The unemployment crisis in India is par-

Taiwan advocates for global health governance, urging inclusion and collaboration to ensure human rights

HSUEH JUI-YUAN
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T
he government will hold a two-day summit on critical minerals beginning Monday to
foster collaboration, share knowledge and drive innovation in the field of critical
mineral beneficiation and processing. The Ministry of Mines, in collaboration with the

Shakti Sustainable Energy Foundation (Shakti), Council on Energy, Environment and Water
(CEEW), and Indian Institute of Sustainable Development (IISD), will hold "Critical Minerals
Summit: Enhancing Beneficiation and Processing Capabilities" from April 29 to 30th, 2024
here.  The summit will bring together a diverse array of Indian and international
stakeholders, including industry leaders, startups, government officials, scientists,
academics, and policy experts, the
mines ministry said in a statement.
Participants will engage in active
dialogue and interactive workshops
focused on critical issues such as
mineral auction progress, policy
incentives for CRM ecosystem
development, and the advancement of
commercially viable and
environmentally sustainable solutions. 

A
s steel imports continue to surge, Tata Steel CEO T V Narendran has said there is a
need to be watchful about the situation. The comment comes at a time when India
has reported a 38 per cent surge in steel imports to 8.319 million tonnes, becoming

a net importer of the commodity during the 2023-24 financial year. Speaking to PTI, the
industry executive said, "It would be a pity if the situation continues in the long run. We
have to be watchful about imports." As long as it is unfair imports, the government
needs to deal with it, Narendran said without
elaborating further. Steel consumption is
expected to grow 8-10 per cent in the
ongoing 2024-25 fiscal year, he said in reply
to a separate question on demand.
Steelmakers have been raising concerns on
increasing imports from certain countries,
including China and seeking the
government's intervention on the issue.
Domestic players have also been demanding
a curb on imports and review of free trade
agreements (FTAs) with several countries. 

F
ormer Tech Mahindra India business head Jagdish Mitra has set up an AI startup
with a proposed initial investment of Rs 65-80 crore. The startup is likely to
commence operations in the next three months. "We will start going to customers

in 8-12 months. Initially, we will invest USD 8-10 million," Mitra -- one of the
contenders for the post of Tech Mahindra CEO position after CP Gurnani resigned --
said. "Cost arbitrage factor, driven by manpower, is going to be seriously impacted. It
will be driven by values. We need to move
from a cost-driven proposition to a value-
driven proposition. "We are going to focus on
value proposition. Our firm will start
operations within a quarter," Mitra, who
moved out of Tech Mahindra earlier this
month, said.  Without disclosing the name of
the company, Mitra said the firm will focus
on manufacturing, retail, and sportstech and
operate both from the US as well as India.
Everyone will not develop chatGPT models. It
will cost a huge amount of money. 

Two-day summit on critical
minerals from today

Need to be watchful about steel
imports: T V Narendran

Former Tech M India biz head to
set up AI startup

PNS n NEW DELHI

With increasing India's depen-
dence on Chinese industrial
goods like telecom, machinery
and electronics, Beijing's share
in New Delhi's imports of
such goods rose to 30 per cent
from 21 per cent in the last 15
years, a report said.

According to the report by
the economic think tank Global
Trade Research Initiative
(GTRI), the growing trade
deficit with China is a cause of
concern, and the strategic
implications of this dependen-
cy are profound, affecting not
only economic but also nation-
al security dimensions.

From 2019 to 2024, India's
exports to China have stagnat-
ed at around US$ 16 billion
annually, while imports from
China have surged from US$
70.3 billion in 2018-19 to over

US$ 101 billion in 2023-24,
resulting in a cumulative trade
deficit exceeding US$ 387 bil-
lion over five years.

The Indian government and
industries must evaluate and
potentially recalibrate their
import strategies, fostering
more diversified and resilient
supply chains, GTRI founder
Ajay Srivastava said.

This is imperative not only to
mitigate economic risks but
also to bolster domestic indus-

tries and reduce dependency on
single-country imports, espe-
cially from a geopolitical com-
petitor like China, he added.

"Over the last 15 years,
China's share in India's indus-
trial product imports has
increased significantly, from 21
per cent to 30 per cent.

"This growth in imports
from China has been much
faster than India's overall
import growth, with China's
exports to India growing 2.3

times faster than India's total
imports from all other coun-
tries," the report said.

In 2023-24, India's total mer-
chandise imports amounted
to US$ 677.2 billion, with US$
101.8 billion of that coming
from China. 

The Indian government

and industries must

evaluate and

potentially recalibrate

their import strategies,

fostering more

diversified and resilient

supply chains, GTRI

founder Ajay

Srivastava said.

China's share in India's
goods imports jump to 30%

PNS n NEW DELHI

Quarterly earnings from cor-
porates, the US Fed interest
rate decision and other global
trends will be the
major driving fac-
tors for determining
movement in the
domestic equity
market in a holiday-
shortened week
ahead, analysts said.

Besides, factors
like trading activity
of foreign investors, global oil
benchmark Brent crude and
rupee-dollar trend would also
influence trading.

Domestic equity markets
would remain closed on
Wednesday on account of
Maharashtra Day.

"Domestically, the next
batch of Q4 earnings reports
will drive stock-specific move-
ments," said Santosh Meena,
Head of Research, Swastika

Investmart Ltd.
Monthly auto sales

figures will be
announced at the
beginning of May, and
the next phase of vot-
ing will be significant,
he said.

"On the global
front, the outcome of

the US Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) meeting
on May 1st will be important.
Economic data releases from
China and the US, along with
movement in the global curren-
cy market, will also be the fac-
tors to consider," Meena added.

Corporate earnings,
US Fed interest rate
decision to drive mkts

PNS n NEW DELHI

From just about 350 startups in
2014, their number in India
grew over 300 times in the past
ten years after Narendra Modi
took over as the Prime
Minister, Union Minister
Jitendra Singh said on Sunday.

He said the country today
has the 3rd largest startup
ecosystem globally and is home
to the fastest-growing uni-
corns.

"For the first time in the his-
tory of independent India,
Modi as PM made a painstak-
ing and conscious effort to
educate the youth of this coun-
try that employment is not
confined only to a government
job and he has promoted new
avenues of livelihood which
may be more lucrative than a
government job," Singh, the
Minister of State for Personnel,
told PTI here.

From just about 350 startups

in the year 2014, startups in
India grew over 300 times in
ten years after Narendra Modi
took over as the Prime
Minister, he said.

Singh further said PM Modi
unleashed India's space
research by opening up the
hitherto conservative and
secluded sector.

"India has reached for the
moon and beyond with the
twin feats of Chardyaan-3
and Aditya L1 solar mission in
the last year alone," he added.

Singh said the number of
space startups has gone up
from a single digit to three dig- i t s

in just about four years since
the space sector was opened up
to the private sector.

PM Modi's out-of-the-box
decisions have given a push to
different sectors including
space, railways, roads, infra-
structure, and electronics-com-
munication, and which has
posted India's economy from
11th rank to 5th largest econ-
omy and is now on the verge
of occupying third rank, the
Union minister said.

Singh said, in 2014, when
PM Modi took over, India

stood as the world's tenth-
largest economy.

"In less than ten years, we
jumped to 5th position.
Hopefully this year it will
emerge as the 4th largest
economy and during PM

Modi's 3rd term, India will
be the world's 3rd largest

economy, marching on to
become the no 1 economy by
2047," he added.

From just about 350
startups in the year 2014,

startups in India grew over 300
times in ten years after

Narendra Modi took over as
the Prime Minister,

he said.

‘Startups in India grew over
300 times in ten years’

PNS n NEW DELHI

The combined market valuation
of six of the top-10 most valued
firms increased Rs 1,30,734.57
crore last week, with State Bank
of India and ICICI Bank emerg-
ing as the
biggest gain-
ers in line
with an over-
all positive
trend in equi-
ties.

Last week, the BSE bench-
mark advanced 641.83 points
or 0.87 per cent.

The valuation of the State
Bank of India rallied Rs
45,158.54 crore to Rs
7,15,218.40 crore.

ICICI Bank's market valu-
ation rose Rs 28,726.33 crore
to Rs 7,77,750.22 crore.

Bharti Airtel added Rs
20,747.99 crore to Rs
7,51,406.35 crore, and that of
ITC jumped Rs 18,914.35
crore to Rs 5,49,265.32 crore.

The market capitalisation
(mcap) of Life Insurance

Corporation
of India
( L I C )
advanced by
Rs 9,487.5
crore to Rs
6,24,941.40

crore, and that of Infosys went
up by Rs 7,699.86 crore to Rs
5,93,636.31 crore.

However, the mcap of
Reliance Industries declined
by Rs 26,115.56 crore to Rs
19,64,079.96 crore.

The valuation of HDFC
Bank dipped by Rs 16,371.34
cr to Rs 11,46,943.59 cr.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Indian banks' credit growth,
profitability and asset quality
would remain robust in cur-
rent fiscal reflecting strong
economic growth, but they
may be compelled to slow
down their loan growth as
deposits are not growing at a
similar pace, S&P Global
Ratings has said.

In the Asia-Pacific 2Q 2024
Banking Update, S&P Global
Ratings Director SSEA Nikita
Anand said the agency expects
the sector's strong credit
growth to moderate to 14 per
cent in FY25, from 16 per cent
in FY24, if deposit growth,
especially retail deposits,
remain tepid.

Anand said there is a dete-
rioration in loan-to-deposit
ratio is every bank, with loan
growth being 2-3 percentage
points higher than deposit
growth.

"We expect banks to bring
down their loan growth in
FY25 and bring it in line with

deposit growth. If banks do not
do that, they would be paying
higher to get wholesale fund-
ing, which will impact prof-
itability," she said at a recent
webinar of S&P Global
Ratings.

Generally, loan growth has
been led by private sector
banks which see around 17-18
per cent growth, public sector
banks on the other hand see
loan growth in the range of 12-
14 per cent.

Anand said Indian banks
can support loan growth of as
high as 15-20 per cent over

three years without need for
raising capital. The loan
growth is 2-3 percentage points
higher than deposit growth of
the banking sector.

"For India, we expect cred-
it growth, profitability and
asset quality to remain robust
reflecting strong economic
growth. 

Loan growth is 1.5 times of
nominal GDP growth, while
deposit growth is in line with
nominal GDP growth.

"Loan growth should come
in line with deposits rather
than outpacing deposits. 

PNS n BEIJING

Billionaire Elon Musk arrived
in Beijing on Sunday amid
speculation that he may unveil
Tesla's autonomous driving
technology in the burgeoning
electric vehicle (EV) market in
China.  

The SpaceX and Tesla chief
travelled to China at the invi-
tation of the China Council for
the Promotion of International
Trade, meeting with CCPIT
president Ren Hongbin to dis-
cuss further cooperation with
the country, according to
Chinese state-run broadcaster
CTGN.

Musk is expected to meet
senior Chinese officials at the
State Council and “old friends”
in Beijing, Hong Kong-based
South China Morning Post
reported.

His Tesla has become a pop-
ular EV in China after he set up
a USD seven billion factory in
Shanghai which went into pro-
duction in 2020.

Musk, who recently skipped
a scheduled visit to India to
meet Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to firm up plans to open
a Tesla factory in the country,
is visiting Beijing when his
Tesla market in China is threat-
ened by the local EVs increas-

ing sales.
The Austin-based (Texas)

Tesla has faced fierce compe-
tition from Chinese EV mak-
ers in the past few years. It has
cut the prices of its Shanghai-

made vehicles by up to six per
cent to maintain its leading
position in China's premium
EV segment.

Grace Tao, Tesla’s vice-pres-
ident of external relations in
China, wrote a commentary
piece in China's official news-
paper People's Daily on Friday,
saying autonomous driving is
a key growth driver for the
country's new energy vehicle
sector, arguing that the tech-
nology will hatch new business
models such as robotaxis, a
vision that Musk has embraced,
the Post reported.

Musk’s latest visit to China
coincides with the 2024 Beijing

Auto Show, which kicked off
on Thursday.

As a stronger backer of
Beijing in the US despite con-
cerns over China’s rise across
the political divide in
Washington, Musk enjoys red
carpet treatment in China.

In 2019, Tesla was allowed to
drive cars into the
Zhongnanhai compound, the
living and working area of
Chinese leaders, when former
Premier Li Keqiang hosted the
CEO, and during Musk’s three-
day visit to Beijing last June he
was received by then foreign
minister Qin Gang, according
to the Post report.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Markets regulator Sebi said
that Farm Tech Silo LLP, also
known as Growpital, other
related entities and their direc-
tors will remain barred from
securities markets till the out-
come of a probe into collection
of money through unautho-
rised investment schemes.

However, the regulator
modified its earlier order and
unfroze the bank accounts of
agricultural investment plat-
form Growpital's directors
Rituraj Sharma, Gayatri Rinwa
and Krishna Sharma.

A detailed investigation in
the matter is in progress, which
may bring out additional acts
of omission or commission of
the entities, if any, Sebi said,
adding that the findings in the
extant order are prima facie.

"I, under sections of
Collective Investment Schemes
(CIS) Regulations, hereby con-
firm the directions issued vide
the interim order, till further
orders, subject to the modifi-
cation that the bank accounts
of the individuals namely,
Rituraj Sharma, Gayatri Rinwa
and Krishna Sharma shall be
unfrozen," Sebi's whole-time
member Amarjeet Singh said

in the latest order on Friday.
Singh said the ban will con-

tinue as the "proceedings seek
to ensure that the funds that
are available with the entities
are not misused".

"Given the lack of clarity
around revenues, the appar-
ently exaggerated claims on
the land under cultivation
and the deficiencies in submis-
sion on fund utilisation and
financial projections, the bal-
ance of convenience lies in
favour of continuance of the
restraint against the entities till
the time the proceedings in the
present matter are complete."

In an interim order passed
in January this year, Sebi had
barred Farm Tech Silo LLP
(Growpital), related entities

and their directors from col-
lecting money from investors
and prohibited them from the
securities market till further
directions.

Also, they were directed to
"cease and desist" from float-
ing any collective investment
scheme (CIS) directly or indi-
rectly in any manner.
Additionally, they have been
stopped from collecting money
from partners or investors
through existing schemes.

In its probe, Sebi found that
Growpital offered various
investment plans to the public
in the agricultural sector. It also
claimed to offer fixed tax-free
profits in the range of 11 to 14
per cent through investments
in the agriculture sector.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Mining conglomerate Vedanta
Ltd is likely to see less pressure
on cash flows after liability
management at the holding
company level and is now
best placed to ride rising com-
modity prices, analysts said.

Improved performance in
aluminium, power and zinc
enabled the company to turn
in EBITDA of Rs 87,600 crore
in the January-March quarter,
up by 4 per cent quarter-on-

quarter. The improved perfor-
mance was attributable to
lower cost of production in
aluminium and zinc and high-
er sales volume, partially off-
set by softer zinc prices.

Despite marginal delays,
Vedanta is set to complete its
alumina/aluminium/ inter-
national zinc expansion dur-
ing the current fiscal year
(FY25), which will provide
visibility around volume
growth and cost reduction
FY26 onwards. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Industry body CII on Sunday
announced it has launched a
charter for startups that enlist
voluntary recommendations
on corporate governance keep-
ing in view unique nuances to
govern startups. The Corporate
Governance Charter also pre-
scribes guidelines appropriate
for startups based on the spe-
cific stages of their life cycle.

"This charter is designed for
entities incorporated under
the Companies Act, 2013 only,
and therefore the term
'Startup'. However, entities
which are in the nature of sole
proprietorship, limited liabili-

ty partnership, partnerships
may adopt similar structures/
guidelines for corporate gover-
nance within their organiza-
tion," the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) stated.

The purpose of this charter
is to help startups become
responsible corporate citizens
and also enable them to share
it with their stakeholders to
establish themselves as being
well-governed, it said.

Vedanta best-placed to ride rising
commodity prices, say analysts

AdaniConneX
raises $1.44bn
from global
banks
PNS n NEW DELHI

AdaniConneX, a joint ven-
ture equally owned by Adani
Enterprises and EdgeConneX
that is building data centres,
secured India's largest sus-
tainability-linked financing
arrangement, raising up to
US$ 1.44 billion (around Rs
11,520 crore), the company
said on Sunday.

Adani Enterprises Ltd, the
flagship of billionaire Gautam
Adani-run conglomerate, is
investing around US$ 1.5 bil-
lion on its fledgling data cen-
tre business in the next three
years. Its joint venture with
EdgeConnex plans to build
nine data centres with a total
capacity of 1 gigawatt by 2030
to provide infrastructure for
the booming digital services
demand. In a statement, the
firm said the "financing has an
initial commitment of US$
875 million, with an accordion
feature to extend commit-
ment up to US$ 1.44 billion."

SBI, ICICI Bank top gainers

Market valuation of 6
firms rises Rs 1.30 L cr

Banks may have to slowdown
loan growth : S&P

CII launches corporate
governance charter for startups

Sebi bars Growpital, other
entities from securities markets

Musk in China amid efforts to promote Tesla's tech



S
oniya Dembla Balwani’s journey into photog-
raphy began as her father’s favourite model,
immersed in his passion for capturing moments.

Growing up surrounded by his dedication, she
unknowingly cultivated her skills in compositions
and frames, fostering a genuine love for photogra-
phy. Inspired by her father’s legacy, she embarked
on a mission to elevate the art form to new heights,
seamlessly transitioning into the profession with her
inherent familiarity with the industry. In 2017, Soniya
was drawn to the enchanting world of wedding pho-
tography, where she discovered a canvas for creative
expression and artistic freedom. Entranced by the
privilege of immortalising the most precious
moments of a couple’s journey, she embarked on a
journey fuelled by love—love for her father, love for
the art of capturing weddings, and passion for the
profound impact of photography itself.

HERE ARE SOME TIPS FROM HER FOR
CREATING A FANTASTIC WEDDING ALBUM:

Immerse yourself in the moment: When distrac-
tions are removed, good images can be created that
will allow you to focus entirely on what is happen-
ing right now. Don’t lose yourself on platforms like
Pinterest and Instagram; focus on capturing real
emotions and interactions instead.

Establish a connection: Before you shoot, take the
time to get to know the couple. More accurate and
personalised photographs will be possible with insight
into their personalities, preferences, or dynamics.

Look for unique perspectives: By exploring creative
angles, you can push the boundaries of convention-
al photography. Try to capture a fresh and inventive
image by experimenting with various points of view.

Master lighting techniques: In photography,
lighting is of the utmost importance. Develop the
ability to use light to enhance mood and atmos-

A GUIDE TO

CREATING STUNNING 
WEDDING ALBUMS

phere in a scene by creating beautiful, ambient
compositions.

Plan: The key to a successful shoot is getting ready.
In order to guarantee a pleasant and seamless expe-
rience, anticipate potential challenges and oppor-
tunities while carefully planning the whole session.

Think of the colour palette: Select colours and
tones complementary to a shoot’s visual style.
Harmonising the colour scheme can add depth and
cohesion to photographs.

Be discreet: When you’re a photographer, try to
blend seamlessly into the surroundings so the cou-
ple feels comfortable and accessible. A more relaxed
and natural posture can be achieved by building rap-
port and establishing friendly relationships.

Anticipate candid moments: Be aware of the
dynamics of the environment and anticipate when
genuine, spontaneous moments are likely to occur.
Be ready to catch these fleeting moments in a hurry
and in a decisive manner.

Use telephoto lenses: To capture candid moments
without intruding on the scene, use a telephoto
lens when shooting from a distance. This makes
it possible to take more intimate and authentic
photographs.

Patience is the key to this: Spontaneous moments
can happen, and patience may be required when
trying to catch them. Do not rush this process;
instead, wait patiently and carefully for the perfect
moment to arrive.

Optimize the aperture settings: To ensure sharp-
ness and focus throughout the frame, adjust the aper-
tures when taking a group picture. Do not shoot at
low ISOs, as this may make subjects out of focus.

Take advantage of natural light: Use natural light
to illuminate your subjects whenever possible. The
natural light provides a soft and flattering glow,
which enhances the mood and atmosphere of pho-
tographs, leading to more vivid and atmospheric
pictures.

The wedding photographer’s ultimate goal is to
transport couples back to cherished memories
through her films and photographs, allowing
them to relive the magic of their wedding day as
if it were unfolding before their eyes once again.
By forging genuine connections with them and
blending seamlessly into the background, she cre-
ates an environment where couples feel at ease,
enabling her to capture candid moments of gen-
uine emotion and spontaneity. Her photography
philosophy is centered on embracing the beauty of
authenticity, harnessing the power of natural
light, and weaving together narratives that resonate
deeply with each couple’s unique love story.
Through every click of the shutter, she aims to cre-
ate timeless memories that will be cherished for a
lifetime—a testament to the enduring power of love
and the art of storytelling through photography.

TEJAL SINHA

B
eauty, fashion, and most of all,
dance! You think of it, and one
of the influencers who is cer-
tainly going to pop up in
your mind is Unnati

Malharkar. The ones who have been fol-
lowing her since the days of
Musical.ly would remember her
dance videos, which would
make us all give her choreog-
raphy a shot, for sure. 

Among the many gifted
people known for her Dame
Tu Cosita dance, she is
among the most talented
artists who recognised the
potential of the internet
and used it to carve out a
prominent position for
herself in the entertain-
ment industry.

Unnati’s dream has
always been to teach
dance! At the tender age of
seven, she began to dance.
Determined to pursue her inter-
est in dance, she finished her
diploma program at the age
of 15, and by the time
she was

16 years old, she was teaching dance at
the Shiamak Davar Institute of
Performing Arts. Her passion and
propensity for dancing have always
been rather evident. She has consistent-
ly given it her all while.

In fact, today, as you go through her
posts on the ‘gram’, you cannot stop ador-
ing them for more than one reason.
Apart from her dance videos, one could
just not stop setting great standards with
her trips and fashion posts!

Well, from her aesthetic fashion posts
to her walking the ramps—a journey that
has been no less than a humbling ride.
Connecting with the star for an exclu-
sive chat, Unnati gleefully begins, “It’s
been an incredible ride from the early
days of Musical.ly to where I am today.
Each step has been filled with learning,
growth, and the love of my amazing sup-
porters. It’s truly humbling to see how far
we’ve come together. Grateful doesn’t
even begin to describe it.”

Basically, she too was initially one of
those who’d post videos of what fans
liked. But her skills and passion, got her
the attention of the audience! And since
then, there has been no looking back and
a natural progression into creating more
short-format content, and the rest, as they

say, is history.
“It was truly the joy of

connection and cre-
ativity that ignited

the spark that ulti-
mately propelled
me to dive into
creating these
videos, and it’s
been an amaz-
ing journey
ever since,”
enthuses the
diva.

But would
you believe if we

said YouTube was
never on her radar

professionally? Well,
that’s what she reveals.

However, “As I
delved deeper into

content creation, I realised the incred-
ible potential it offered to share stories,
connect with people, and make a posi-
tive impact. So, it became more than just
a platform—it became a dream job,
allowing me to pursue my passion
while reaching out to a wider audience.
In my journey, my biggest inspiration
has been the unwavering support of my
family and the incredible love from my
fans. Their belief in me, encouragement,
and endless positivity have been my
guiding light through every step.”

Opinions—everyone is in possession
of them. Additionally, some individuals
appear to believe that it is their respon-
sibility to ensure that their opinions—
about your life, your profession, your hair,
and your voice—are heard when you pro-
duce anything online.

It wears you out. And it can serious-
ly affect your mental health if you’re not
careful. So, agreeing to this, she shares,
“Dealing with hate is never easy, but I’ve
learned to focus on the positive. I also
remind myself that hate often stems
from insecurities or misunderstandings.
So, I choose to respond with kindness
and understanding, knowing that
spreading love is always more power-
ful than spreading hate.”

And so, protecting her peace is a top
priority. “I’m selective about what I share
online, ensuring it aligns with my val-
ues and doesn’t compromise my peace
of mind. I also surround myself with a
supportive team that helps me filter con-
tent and navigate the online world
responsibly. At the end of the day, stay-
ing true to myself while maintaining
boundaries is key to safeguarding my
peace.” “Finding a balance between my
private and public life is crucial,” she
says, adding, “While I love sharing snip-
pets of my life with my amazing fans, I
also prioritise my personal time and
boundaries. Setting clear limits and
being mindful of what I share helps me
maintain that balance. Ultimately, it’s
about preserving my authenticity while
also protecting my privacy.”

In a sea of content creators, staying
unique is a challenge for many. In order
to keep herself distinctive, Unnati, who
was also one of the creators to be felic-
itated by the Ministry of Culture at
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, shares, “I
focus on authenticity, sharing my gen-
uine experiences and perspectives.
Whether it’s through humour, story-
telling, or creativity, I strive to offer
something fresh and relatable. It’s
about staying true to myself and let-
ting my unique voice shine
through in everything I create.”

On the work front, there’s so
much more cooking! “I’m con-
stantly exploring new avenues to
connect with my audience and
share meaningful content.
Whether it’s diving into new col-
laborations, exploring different
formats, or simply pushing the
boundaries of creativity, there’s
always something exciting

brewing on my plate. The
best is yet to come, and I

can’t wait to share it
all with you,” she

says on a
s i g n i n g

note.

SUBODHINI PUROHIT 

P
riyansh Srivastava and Garvit Soni’s artistic path is a
monument to their unrelenting dedication and
unlimited inventiveness, from the seamless
integration of Indian classical and contemporary

elements to intense live performances that truly connect
with audiences. Discover  their most recent endeavours,
impending partnerships, and the touching backstories of
their most well-known songs in this unique look into their
musical career!
Each song showcases a combination of passion and the
ability of words to arouse feelings, with tunes composed in a
matter of days. Garvit reveals that Jiya Mera, Keh Do Na,
Rasta, and Baaton Hi Baaton are the four tracks of the EP
Lafz. “Jiya Mera was created in September or October, while
Keh Do Na was created more than a year earlier. The song
Baaton Hi Baaton featured voices and compositions added
to it by songwriters Shikar and Dhairya, who provided a
track they immediately identified with. The fourth track,
Rasta, was written a few months ago. The fact that each song
took no more than five or six days to compose is what sets
them apart from other tunes. We purposefully chose the
name Lafz because it means “words,” which we feel are a
potent means of conveying love and feelings. This truly
matches the EP's atmosphere, which is why the title is
appropriate.”
“Priyansh and I have a strong foundation in Indian classical
music, with him having completed both his bachelor's and
master's degrees in the field,” Garvit says, discussing their
journey through both modern and Indian classical music.
“We both have a strong passion for Indian classical music
and take great pleasure in writing and performing ragas. To
increase the variety of our musical expression, we are
naturally curious to investigate various genres, including
pop music. Our most recent project combines modern beats
with melodies from traditional Indian music. Previously, we
would usually compose something before we would
produce it. However, as of late, we have been
experimenting with the opposite order—that is,
producing before composing. It's been a thrilling
exploration voyage. Our fusion style is a
representation of our individuality,
free from strict formulas that let us
explore other genres while
maintaining a connection to our
cultural heritage. When writing a
song, we just go with the flow and
feel a strong connection to the
music as it develops.”
Every song in their
repertoire—which ranges
from intimate tales to
joint ventures—
embodies a distinct story
and demonstrates the
flawless blending of their
creative views. Garvit
says, “Writing is what we
do best, and it's a passion
that comes naturally to us.
Because we have a natural
tendency to write songs, we
find that even 30 minutes
can result in three or four
songs. It all comes down to
connecting creatively with
one another. We wrote Keh
Do Na from a personal
perspective, with me writing
the lyrics and Priyansh
expressing his experiences.”
The outcome, the duo says,
was a lovely composition in
which the lyrics were more
important than the music.
Garvit, further continues,
“With Jiya Mera, on the
other hand, we went in a
different direction. We wrote
the song first and then asked
Yashasvi, who is a wonderful
writer, to participate. In a
day or two, she produced an
amazing draft, adding her
lyrics to the music.
Regarding Baaton Hi
Baaton, Shikar and
Dhairya gave us the
first verse of the song,
which inspired us to
work together and
finish the song with our own touch. Encouraged
to explore the song further, we took on the task

of writing on a solid basis to add our own touch and broaden
the song's possibilities. We met them at a Lucknow event,
and in fifteen minutes, they composed a piece of music. I
quickly wrote the lyrics after listening to their music, and we
produced a demo. We immediately added a tabla group to
improve the sound as we semi-produced it. The procedure
was simply amazing. We tried to add an Afro flavour to the
song Rasta, hoping to create a catchy, energetic vibe that
would appeal to listeners right away.”
As we went on ahead in this interview, Garvit further shared
that a challenge they encountered is navigating through the
myriad of individuals who may offer misguided advice,
claiming expertise they lack and lacking respect for the craft
of music. However, “With my partner's help, we added a
variety of viewpoints to our songs, which makes it simpler to
sort through and stay loyal to our vision. Sometimes our
minds work together perfectly since we both love to
combine Western, Indian classical, and modern music

styles. We are directed toward a
shared creative destiny by our
shared vision. We may have

different opinions at times; when
Priyansh writes, I make

recommendations for enhancements,
and vice versa. Working together as a pair

comes naturally to us, and we both
strengthen the composition by balancing

each other out. We follow our gut feelings and
share our works with people we love,

highlighting the significance of having
faith in one's music and being true to
one's artistic vision.”
According to the musicians, working

with T-series was no less than a dream
come true. “T-series contribution
was invaluable, particularly with

their assistance on our track, Mere
Ranjahna,” gleefully shares Priyansh.

“Our EP has received an enormous
amount of great feedback, and we are
excited to see what kind of reception it
receives when it is released. We had an
excellent experience working with T-
Series. We used their platform to release
Mere Ranjahna while we were working on

a few more tracks. It was easy to work
together with their marketing team to

plan magazine features, Instagram
promotions, and video shoots. It can be
difficult for independent musicians to
navigate the marketing landscape, but
with T-Series' wide network and artist
management assistance, we can be sure
that our music reaches the right people.
It was pleasant and easy to work with
them, as they took on some of the
marketing responsibilities that
independent artists usually bear.”
“We're currently immersed in crafting
tracks for two upcoming EPs, with
numerous songs in our catalog
awaiting independent release,” said
Garvit and Priyansh, regarding
their upcoming music. “We are
excited to be working on an
incredible collaboration,
although the identity of the artist
is still being withheld for the
time being. You'll quickly get
into the vibes of this
collaboration, don't worry.
We're also excited to share the
news of our partnership with
the artist.” 
So, you have to keep an eye out
for soon-to-be-released details.

Unnati Malharkar, quite a
loveable name in the content

creation world, saw the
potential of the internet and

skillfully used it to carve out a
noteworthy position for her in

the entertainment industry.
The digital star, in an exclusive

chat with The Pioneer,
discusses her journey,

keeping up with the
uniqueness, and more.

‘Dealing with hate is never easy;
protecting peace is my priority’

Follow us on

@TheDailyPioneer

facebook.com/
dailypioneer

Monday
April  29, 2024

‘LAFZ IS 
A POTENT
MEANS OF
CONVEYING LOVE
AND FEELINGS’  

The musical duo,
Priyansh Srivastava and

Garvit Soni, had embarked
on an interesting path of

unrelenting dedication to music.
The duo, who recently unveiled
their debut EP, gets candid with

The Pioneer about the four
tracks of the EP, their strong

foundation towards Indian
classical music, and

more.
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On Saturday,
Sattva,
Knowledge City
Road, HI-TEC
City in Hyderabad
hosted the grand
opening of
SHOTT Premium
Gaming Center,
celebrating the
start of the
summer holidays
with games for
kids and young
adults. l Ritwika

l Sonika

l Pooja l Junelle l Swathil Adruja

l Krishna

After 7-exhilarating
weeks, Amazon
miniTV’s gaming
reality show -
Playground Season
3 in association with
Rusk Media finally
reached its
conclusion with
‘P1ngu’ from KO
Krakens, led by the
YouTube sensation
Elvish Yadav, being
crowned as the
Ultimate Gamer!

Sravya Manasa Bhogireddy, an award-winning Kuchipudi dancer,
performed Kuchipudi with her troupe on Saturday during the Grand
Opening of her Studio, IRA - Space for Performing Arts, in Motinagar.  

Royal Oak Furniture inaugurated a new store in Bhimavaram, Andhra Pradesh.
With this, the brand marks an impressive 169th store opening in the country.
The grand opening ceremony was attended by Vijai Subramaniam, Chairman of
Royal Oak Incorporation Pvt. Ltd., and Mathan Subramaniam, Managing
Director, Royal Oak Incorporation Pvt. Ltd.

Swarnmala Jewellers announced the launch of its first store in Madinaguda,
Hyderabad. Television presenter and actress Sreemukhi, officially launched
the store, marking the grand opening ceremony.

F Cafe & FTV Bar opened its doors in Capital Park at Madhapur,
Hyderabad, marking a significant milestone for the city’s social
scene. The grand opening brought a new level of sophistication and
finesse to the food culture of Hyderabad.
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Renowned actor and youth icon Rannvijay
engages with attendees at the JITO Youth and
JITO-organised “Unplugged with Rannvijay”
Hyderabad Youth Conclave on Friday at Imperial
Gardens in Secunderabad.

l Sreemukhi

ARCHIE

GARFIELD
REALITY CHECK CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS

NANCY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SPEED BUMP

Yesterday’s solution

SUDOKU

Rules
l Each row and column can

contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.

FUN



Anand Deverakonda
teases release date
for Gam Gam Ganesha

Excitement is building among cinephiles
as actor Anand Deverakonda

tantalisingly hints at the upcoming release
date for his much-anticipated film, Gam
Gam Ganesha. The actor took to social
media to share a sneak peek into the
project, a crime comedy drama that has
been in the works for a couple of years.
Deverakonda remains optimistic, asserting
that “all's well that ends well.” With its
unique blend of comedy and drama, Gam
Gam Ganesha promises to offer audiences
a fresh take on the genre, presenting
humour and intrigue in a new and
innovative manner.
Accompanying the announcement was an
image of Lord Ganesh, symbolising
auspicious beginnings and blessings for the
film's journey ahead. As Deverakonda aptly
describes it, Gam Gam Ganesha is not just
a movie but "a small film with a big
heart,” suggesting a narrative
brimming with emotion and sincerity.
The actor wrote on his X handle on Sunday:
“#GamGamGanesha release date
announcement soon. A crime comedy
drama that we’ve been working on for a
couple of years. I faced a few hurdles in the
making, but like they say, “All’s well that
ends well.” I hope you all love it. The
comedy and drama are handled in a new
and different way. Definitely “a small film
with a big heart.”
Directed by debutant Uday Bommisetty,
the film stars Pragati Srivastava as the
female lead, while Nayan Sarika plays a
crucial role. Kedar Selagamsetty and
Vamsi Karumanchi are producing the
movie under the banner of Hylife
Entertainment, with Chaitan
Bharadwaj rendering the tunes. On
the other hand, sources inform us
that the film may release on May 31.

Hyderabad | Monday  April  29, 2024
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I
n the bustling world of Indian cinema, where every release is eagerly await-
ed, a new film is sparking a buzz: Aa Okkati Adakku. This forth-
coming comedy venture, set to hit screens on May 3, is

poised to be a refreshing addition to the genre, helmed by the
stalwart Allari Naresh and a stellar team of creatives.

Under the visionary direction of Malli Ankam and the
production prowess of Rajiv Chilaka, Chilaka
Productions proudly presents a film that promises not
just laughs but also a glimpse into the complexities
of modern relationships.

Faria Abdullah, the leading lady of the film,
offered an exclusive sneak peek into the heart
and soul of Aa Okkati Adakku.

According to Faria, her character in the film
is very dynamic. “My character’s name in this
is Siddhi. She’s someone who relishes free-
dom and detests living by the rules. The
dynamic between my character and the
hero, who is quite the opposite, creates an
engaging conflict laced with a hint of
attraction. What drew me to this story was
its beautiful portrayal of the complexities
surrounding marriage, a theme that res-
onates universally,” Faria begins, her
eyes lighting up with enthusiasm.

Delving into the film’s thematic
depth, Faria elaborates, “We delve
into various facets of marriage,
moving beyond the convention-
al notions of the perfect wife or
husband. The narrative reflects
the evolving dynamics of mod-
ern marriages, incorporating
elements like matrimonial sites
and familial relationships, mak-
ing it a captivating watch for
audiences.”

The actress’s admiration
extends to director Malli
Ankam, as she expressed that
he is the man who brought a
bound script to the table,
brimming with excitement
and creativity.

Faria was also part of
the biggest block-
buster comedy hits
of Telugu cine-
ma, which is
Jathi Rathnalu.
This film again
belongs to the
same genre and
is not new to the
actress, however,
she reflects that
the comedy in

Aa Okkati Adakku is refreshingly different. “It stems organically
from the situations, ensuring genuine laughter from the audience.
Working alongside Naresh was a delight; his impeccable timing and
comedic genius added layers of hilarity to the film,” she asserts. When
asked about the challenges of portraying Siddhi, Faria’s response is unex-

pectedly serene. “Surprisingly, it didn’t feel like a challenge,” she con-
fesses with a smile, adding, “I found a strong connection with

Siddhi, and the narrative felt incredibly relatable. It’s the kind of
content that resonates with audiences today, reflecting the

yearning for spontaneity and authenticity in our
lives.”

As the conversation shifts to her future
aspirations, Faria shares that character
depth and significance are paramount
for her, and she is keen on exploring
a spectrum of genres, from masala
entertainers to horror
thrillers. “Additionally, I
aspire to venture into
action-packed roles, bridg-
ing the gap in the industry
for actresses in the action
genre,” she shared,
adding, “I’m thrilled to
be a part of Mathu

Vadalara 2, along
with other exciting
ventures like
Bhagavanthudu

and a 
Tamil film
awaiting
release.”

SAMANTHA
RUTH PRABHU

ANNOUNCES NEW
FILM BANGARAM

Actor Samantha Ruth Prabhu announced on Sunday
her new film titled Bangaram on the occasion of

her 37th birthday.
The update comes months after The Family

Man 2 star said she would return to work
after a seven-month hiatus following her

myositis diagnosis in 2022.
Bangaram will be produced under the

banner of Tralala Moving Pictures.
Samantha shared the title

announcement teaser for the
upcoming film on her Instagram page.

“Not everything has to glitter to be
golden. #Bangaram

@tralalamovingpictures Starting soon,”
she captioned her post.

The actor's last big-screen release was
Kushi. Next up for Samantha is the Prime

Video series Citadel: Honey Bunny,
opposite Varun Dhawan.

P
oised to make her mark in Tamil cinema is actress Sreeleela, whose mes-

merising performances have already won over Telugu audiences.
Amidst much anticipation and excitement, it has been confirmed that

Sreeleela is set to make her Tamil debut, adding a
new dimension to her burgeoning career.

Sources reveal that she has been finalised to star
in Ajith’s highly anticipated film, Good Bad Ugly,
marking a significant milestone in her cinemat-

ic journey.
The first phase of filming for Good Bad Ugly

is slated to commence on May 10 in
Hyderabad, setting the stage for a captivating
tale that promises to enthrall audiences with

its riveting narrative and stellar performances.
However, she will share screen space with

actress Trisha in this film. This isn’t the first
time that Sreeleela has shared screen space

with another heroine. In the recently
released Bhagavant Kesari, too, the actress

was seen alongside Kajal, and the film won
her accolades all over.

Renowned for her compelling performances and magnetic screen presence, Mrunal
recently opened up about her discomfort with intimate scenes on screen, shedding

light on the complex interplay between personal values, career aspirations,
and industry demands.
In a candid interview with iDiva, Mrunal bared her soul, revealing how
her reluctance to engage in intimate scenes had cost her several
film opportunities. Recounting her journey, she shared, “I was
not really comfortable doing scenes that were intimate, like
romantic. I would just get scared; I'd just say no to a film,
but how long could I say no?”
The actress's candid admission highlights the delicate
balance between personal comfort and professional
aspirations that many Bollywood stars grapple
with behind the scenes. “As much as I wanted to
do a film, I had to drop because there was a
kissing scene involved,” she explained,
adding, “As an actor, you need to be ready
because sometimes that's the demand of the
scene. If you are not comfortable, you can tell;
you can talk about it, but I kept missing out on
films because of that.”
Touching upon a topic rarely discussed in the limelight,
Mrunal also shared her thoughts on considering the option

of freezing her eggs, mirroring the
choices made by fellow actress Mona
Singh. “Freezing eggs, yes, I'm also
considering that,” she revealed, offering a
glimpse into the multifaceted realities faced by
modern Bollywood stars.

In her recent outings on the silver screen,
Mrunal has captivated audiences with her
performances in films like Family Star
alongside Vijay Deverakonda and Hi
Nanna opposite Nani. As she gears up
for her upcoming project, Pooja Meri
Jaan, fans eagerly anticipate witnessing
her versatile talent and unwavering
commitment to her craft unfold once

again on the big screen.
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K
arthi is a versatile actor
renowned for his com-
pelling performances and

diverse roles. With fans
eagerly awaiting updates on
his upcoming ventures, a
slew of exciting projects
have been revealed by
sources, promising an
enthralling cinematic
experience in the days
to come.

Amidst fervent
speculation and eager
anticipation, it has
been revealed that
Karthi’s much-
awaited project,
#Sardar2, is gear-
ing up to com-
mence shooting
soon. While an
official announce-
ment is slated for
next month,
insiders hint that
filming is sched-
uled to kick off in
June, igniting
excitement among
fans who have
long awaited the
sequel’s arrival.

In a collabora-
tion that promises

to captivate audi-
ences, Karthi is also
immersed in the
filming of ’96 Prem

Kumar’s

#Meiyazhagan. The
shooting of this project
is now complete, and
post-production
efforts are underway.

On the other hand,
adding to the excite-
ment, Karthi is set to
mesmerise audiences
in Nalan
Kumaraswamy’s
#VaVathiyare. As the
filming progresses in
full swing in Chennai,
reports suggest that
the project is slated for
completion next
month, hinting at an
imminent release that
is sure to set hearts
racing.

Amidst the flurry of
activity surrounding
these projects, fans
find themselves on the
edge of their seats,
eagerly anticipating the
unveiling of posters,
teasers, and trailers
that promise to offer a
sneak peek into the
cinematic brilliance
that lies in store. With
Karthi at the helm,
each project is poised
to redefine story-
telling, leaving an
indelible mark on the
hearts and minds of
audiences worldwide.

EXCLUSIVE UPDATES ABOUT
KARTHI'S UPCOMING FILMS

Mrunal Thakur opens up about her 

discomfort with intimate scenes

H
igh-on-VFX socio-fantasy,
Vishwambhara, the next big film
from megastar Chiranjeevi, is

directed by Vassistha Mallidi of Bimbisara
fame. The 26-day schedule’s high-voltage
interval block was just wrapped up by the
squad.

According to the most recent informa-
tion, nine of the seventeen sets that art
director AS Prakash built for the movie
have had filming finished. The majority of
these sets were constructed in Hyderabad’s
Annapurna Studios. The remaining eight
sets will soon be shot.

Leading lady Trisha Krishnan has also
joined the team. The other important cast
members of the film include Ashrita
Vemuganti Nanduri, Esha Chawla, and
Ramya Pasupaleti. UV Creations is totally
behind this big endeavor, which features
music by the Grammy-winning MM
Keeravaani. The movie is scheduled to
debut in theaters on January 10, 2025.

Sreeleela set to make her Tamil
debut with Ajith’s Good Bad Ugly

Jhanvi
Narang enters

production with Priyadarshi
With the blessings of Narayan Das Narang, Production No. 9 of Sree

Venkateswara Cinemas LLP (SVCLLP) was announced. Rana
Daggubati’s Spirit Media presents the movie starring the in-form Priyadarshi, who
is enjoying the best phase of his career. Navneeth Sriram is making his directorial

debut with the movie, which marks the maiden production venture for Jhanvi Narang.
Priyadarshi, who attained big success with Balagam, scored a blockbuster this year

with Om Bheem Bush. While the Save The Tigers franchise is one of the biggest hit Telugu
originals of all time, Priyadarshi has a wonderful line-up of films.

This new movie is a quirky romantic tale with a fresh concept, where Priyadarshi will be
seen in a different yet hilarious role. The movie gets a catchy tagline, “Thrill-u

Praptirasthu,” which indicates the kind of experience it is going to give in cinemas.
Jhanvi Narang, under the guidance of Suniel and Bharat Narang, is

planning to make some content-rich movies, and this out-and-out-
entertainer that will appeal to all sections will be a first attempt.

She is fortunate to have the patronage of a star like Rana
Daggubati, who has vast experience in production and is a

virtuoso at selecting scripts.
The script work for the movie is complete, and pre-

production will kick off soon. The movie is set to
go on floors in January, 2025. The film’s title

will be revealed soon, along with cast
and crew details.

Faria Abdullah discusses laughter-
packed journey in Aa Okkati Adakku

Faria Abdullah discusses laughter-
packed journey in Aa Okkati Adakku

Faria Abdullah discusses laughter-
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Faria Abdullah discusses laughter-
packed journey in Aa Okkati Adakku

Faria Abdullah discusses laughter-
packed journey in Aa Okkati Adakku

17 different sets made for Vishwambhara 
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PTI n SHANGHAI 

Indian men's recurve team
of Dhiraj Bommadevara,

Tarundeep Rai and Pravin
Jadhav shocked reigning
Olympic champions South
Korea in a historic win to
land an Archery World Cup
gold medal after 14 years,
here on Sunday.
This triumph over the
archery powerhouse in well
over a decade also comes as a
boost to their chances of
securing a berth in the
upcoming Paris Olympics.
The trio of Dhiraj,
Tarundeep and Pravin
showed ice-cool composure
to get the better of mighty
Koreans without dropping a
set.
The 40-year-old Army man
Tarundeep was also a part of

the gold medal-winning
team in Shanghai World Cup
Stage 4 in August 2010. Then
the recurve team comprising
Rahul Banerjee, Tarundeep
and Jayanta defeated Japan.
In a battle between the top-
two seeds of the competition,
India won 5-1 (57-57, 57-55,
55-53), taking their gold
medal count to five in the
season-opening Stage 1
World Cup.
The success also rubbed on

the recurve mixed team of
Ankita Bhakat and Dhiraj
who trounced Alejandra
Valencia and Matias Grande
of Mexico 6-0 (35-31, 38-35,
39-37) to win bronze.
On a comeback trail after
missing the whole 2023 after
becoming mother in
December 2022, Deepika
Kumari faltered in the final
hurdle to settle for a silver in
the women's recurve
individual section.

PTI n CHENGDU (CHINA)

Isharani Baruah and Anmol
Kharb shone bright as the

Indian women's team entered
the quarterfinals of the Uber
Cup badminton tournament
with a lopsided 4-1 win over
Singapore in the second tie of
group A, here on Sunday.
Asian champions India, who
had defeated Canada 4-1 in
the opening tie, produced
another fine show as they
recovered from the opening
match loss of Ashmita
Chaliha and went on to win
the rest of the contests with
ease to come up trumps.
It turned out to be a fine
weekend for the young and
inexperienced Indian side
who were missing the big
guns, but they displayed their
skill and temperament at the
big stage to win two out of
two ties.
China blanked Canada 3-0 in
another group A match and

the result was enough for
both India and their Asian
neighbours to seal the
quarterfinal spot.
With the twin victories, India
are now placed in the second
position behind China in
Group A. The two teams will
clash on Tuesday in their
final group match to decide
the top spot.
The 53rd-ranked Chaliha,
who had outwitted Canada's
Michelle Li on Saturday,
found the going tough

against world No. 18 Yeo Jia
Min on Sunday, going down
15-21, 18-21.
National champions Priya
Konjengbam and Shruti
Mishra, ranked 67, then
brought India back with a 21-
15, 21-16 win over Xiao En
Heng and Jin Yu Jia in the
first women's doubles.
Isharani, ranked 83rd, went
on to double India's lead by
claiming a 21-13, 21-16 win
over Insyirah Khan in the
second singles.

AP n MASSACHUSETTS (US)

Lionel Messi scored two
goals to excite a New

England Revolution-record
crowd, leading Inter Miami
CF to a 4-1 victory on
Saturday night.
Messi didn't disappoint the
crowd of 65,612 that filled
Gillette Stadium, scoring on a
left-footed kick from deep
inside the box for his ninth
goal of the season, breaking a
1-all tie in the 68th minute.
In fact, he made a little
history, too. Miami posted on
the social platform X that he
was the first player in MLS
history to record 16 goal
contributions in his first
seven games of a season.
"Obviously, he's done it his
whole life. We expect it from
him," said teammate

Benjamin Cremaschi, who
scored the third goal after
Messi's shot was stopped. "He
makes it look so easy. We're
just happy that we have him
by our side. When he has the
opportunity, he takes it."
The attendance beat the
previous record of 61,316,
when the Revolution lost to
the LA Galaxy in the 2002
MLS final.
In the opening half, he was a
few feet inside the box,
scoring on a left-foot kick to
tie it at 1-1 in the 32nd
minute.
"I thought in the first half,
after (our) goal, we had them
locked up pretty good," New
England coach Caleb Porter
said. "They weren't getting
many chances, they weren't
getting a lot of time and space
to operate,” h e said.

PTI n KOLKATA

A
resurgent Delhi Capitals
will look to exploit
Kolkata Knight Riders'

bowling vulnerabilities and
ascend to top-four in the table
during their Indian Premier
League match here on
Monday.
With four wins in their last five
matches, the Rishabh Pant-led
side is gradually assembling
their pieces and starting to
look like a force to be reckoned
with.
On the other hand, the
Gautam Gambhir-mentored
side has endured three defeats
in their last five matches with
their profligacy in bowling
hurting them badly. 
Signed up as Lungi Ngidi's
replacement, Aussie Jake
Fraser-McGurk has proved to
be their X-factor with his
ferocious batting display at the
top.
A natural power-hitter with
superb hand-eye coordination,
the 22-year-old has taken the
IPL by storm scoring 247 runs

in five matches at a strike-rate
of 237.50.
His brutal treatment of the
otherwise sensational Jasprit
Bumrah stands as a testimony
of his skill-level. McGurk
slammed a slower ball from the
Mumbai Indians pacer for a six
and it was the first time a batter
lofted Bumrah for a first-ball
six. 
The pacer conceded 18 runs in
his first over, the most by him
in this season in a single over
as DC overcame MI by 10 runs
on Saturday. 
He made a 27-ball 84 against
MI, and McGurk will relish the
batting-friendly conditions at
Eden Gardens where 523 runs,
including a record 42 sixes,
were scored between Punjab
Kings and KKR. 
The PBKS on that occasion
had scaled down a world
record 262. 
But DC's batting is not only
about McGurk, the South
African Tristian Stubbs also
left everyone in awe with his
astonishing power-hitting,
smashing a 25-ball 48 not out

against Mumbai.
Pant is also making rapid
progress with every match as
the DC top-five in Fraser-
McGurk, Abhishek Porel, Shai
Hope, Pant and Stubbs will be

a cause of concern for KKR
bowling.
The KKR replaced injured
Mitchell Starc with Sri Lankan
pacer Dushmantha Chameera
but the latter gave away 16 runs

per over in his debut for KKR
and failed to inspire any
confidence.
Barring spinner Sunil Narine,
who returned with 1/24 from
his four overs, none of the KKR

bowlers made any impact.
IPL's costliest buy Starc has
been their biggest letdown and
KKR would hope that the
Aussie hits his stride soon after
overcoming the thumb injury.

In bowling, Kuldeep Yadav
who was sidelined under
Dinesh Karthik while he was
with KKR, will look to prove a
point against the Kolkatans as
he along with left-arm spinner
Axar Patel has formed a
formidable spin pair.
However, the home side has
some positives to look up to.
Narine's sensational form with
the bat -- 357 runs from eight
matches with two fifties and
one century -- has given a
thrust to their batting up the
order this season.
Narine and Phil Salt have
scored bulk of their runs at the
top, but the likes of Angkrish
Raghuvanshi, Shreyas Iyer,
Rinku Singh, Andre Russell
and Ramandeep Singh will
have to chip in with a bit more
runs.
After this match, KKR will be
on the road to face Mumbai
and Lucknow, hence they will
be eager to register a win
before those tougher
assignments and keep
themselves in the play-off
race. 

TEAMS (FROM)
Kolkata Knight Riders:
Shreyas Iyer (c), KS Bharat,
Rahmanullah Gurbaz, Rinku
Singh, Angkrish
Raghuvanshi, Sherfane
Rutherford, Manish Pandey,
Andre Russell, Nitish Rana,
Venkatesh Iyer, Anukul Roy,
Ramandeep Singh, Varun
Chakravarthy, Sunil Narine,
Vaibhav Arora, Chetan
Sakariya, Harshit Rana,
Suyash Sharma, Mitchell
Starc, Dushmantha
Chameera, Sakib Hussain
and Mujeeb Ur Rahman.
Delhi Capitals: Rishabh Pant
(c), David Warner, Abishek
Porel, Ricky Bhui, Yash Dhull,
Shai Hope, Prithvi Shaw,
Tristan Stubbs, Kumar
Kushagra, Swastik Chikara,
Ishant Sharma, Jhye
Richardson, Rasikh Dar
Salam, Vicky Ostwal, Anrich
Nortje, Mukesh Kumar,
Kuldeep Yadav, Praveen
Dubey, Khaleel Ahmed,
Sumit Kumar, Axar Patel,
Gulbadin Naib, Lalit Yadav,
Jake Fraser-McGurk.

PTI n MUMBAI

Former all-rounder Irfan
Pathan said India must

pick five specialist bowlers
along with two wrist-spinners
in their squad for the
upcoming T20 World Cup to
be played in the Caribbean
and the USA. 
With the May 1 deadline for
the squad announcement
approaching fast, discussions
have intensified around the
combination of India's squad
for the showpiece event
starting on June 2.
"You need five good bowlers -
that's a must. What are your
wicket-taking options? When
you're talking about Ravindra
Jadeja at No. 8 and playing as a
spin (all-rounder), I would
rather have two wrist-spinners
playing," Pathan told Star
Sports.
"I would rather have two
proper wrist-spinners playing,
(Ravi) Bishnoi and Kuldeep
(Yadav), in my playing XI. If
you look at Bishnoi's
numbers, you know, when he
played, he was pretty good."
Pathan, however, is not in
favour of calling up Rajasthan
Royals' Yuzvendra Chahal for
the World Cup.

"Yes, we're talking about
Chahal right now because of
the IPL performances but don't
forget the fielding part of it as
well. If you have to balance the
fielding, you have to balance
where a bowler can bowl at the
particular area," he said.
Pathan conceded that Jasprit
Bumrah is the only automatic
selection among the bowlers.
"There's only one player who
you can blindly say (certain
for selection) is Bumrah. But
apart from Bumrah, you need
at least two fast bowlers who
can be part of the regular XI,"
the former India cricketer
said. 
"The biggest problem the
Indian team has is the

combination of fast bowling.
It's very important to fix that
combination, so go towards
experience. 
"With Bumrah, you can see
(Mohammed) Siraj and
Arshdeep (Singh) there,
which I don't think is ideal,
but this is the only option you
have now," he said. 
Former India batter K
Srikkanth, meanwhile, is not
in favour of Siraj being
selected for the World Cup.
"Bumrah is in the squad.
Arshdeep as well. But the
third pacer can't be Siraj. He'll
bowl well in one game and
then not perform in 10 games.
He's an erratic bowler, you
saw it in the World Cup," he

said.
"That's why I'm saying we
should look at who's bowling
well in the death overs, and
that is Avesh Khan. He's been
performing well and he's done
well on the international front,
he has a little experience as
well. He's mastered the wide
yorkers also," Srikkanth
added. 
However, former Australia all-
rounder Tom Moody backed
Siraj. "He looks mentally and
physically fatigued. He has
come into this IPL having
played a lot of all format
cricket for India for a long
period of time," he said. 
"He plays his cricket in the IPL
at probably the hardest venue
(Bengaluru) whether you
bowl quick or you bowl spin -
that needs to be taken into
consideration. The third thing
is he's playing in a poor side.
RCB have been a poor side
this year and it's very hard to
rise with what's happening
around you."
"I would back him 100 per
cent to step up in the World
Cup, purely because if you
look at historically what he's
done for India and even what
he did in the IPL last year,"
Moody added.

PTI n NEW DELHI

The classy fifties made by
Sanju Samson and KL

Rahul in the IPL has
intensified the race for the
second wicketkeeper's slot in
the Indian team for the
upcoming T20 World Cup,
reckoned former South
African captain Graeme
Smith. 
The Indian squad for the
marquee event in June is set to

be announced soon and
Rishabh Pant is set to be
drafted in as the first-choice
wicketkeeper-batter. 
"They (Rahul and Samson)
needed to build a partnership.
Rahul did it with (Deepak)
Hooda and Sanju did it
beautifully with Dhruv Jurel.
The difference was that Sanju
finished the game, while KL
got out at a key phase. But it
was brilliant to see both
excellent players put their

hands up for World Cup
selection," said Smith in
JioCinema. 
Rahul made a 48-ball 76 for
Lucknow Super Giants, but
Samson trumped that effort
with an unbeaten 71 off 33
balls as Rajasthan Royals
cruised to a seven-wicket
victory. 
Former Australian pacer Brett
Lee lauded Jurel for
supporting Samson with a
fine 52 not out off 34 balls

during their unbroken fourth
wicket stand that was worth
121 runs. 
"He's a quality batter. He's got
proper cricket shots. He can
play all formats of the game
and knows when to go
through the gears as needed. 
"His shots are classy and have
the power to go towards the
cow corner. He shows his
class and continues to grow in
stature," said the New South
Welshman. 

Archery WC: India men team shocks Olympic
champions Korea to bag historic gold

Messi gets two goals in front
of record New England crowd

AP n TEXAS 

Whether the gymnastics star's
return to the sport carries all

the way to the Paris Olympics
remains to be seen.
Douglas, who became the first
Black woman to win the Olympic
all-around title when she
triumphed in London in 2012,
competed for the first time in eight
years on Saturday at the American
Classic.
The 28-year-old looked rusty in
spots and promising in others while
posting a score of 50.65 in the all-
around. Douglas qualified in
multiple events for the U.S.
Championships in Fort Worth,
Texas, next month. She will get
another chance to qualify for the all-

around competition at nationals
when she takes the floor at the the
U.S. Classic in Hartford,
Connecticut, on May 18.
Douglas last competed at the 2016
Rio Olympics, where she helped the
Americans claim a second straight
gold in the team competition. She
took an extended break from the
sport but never officially retired.
The itch to come back returned
while watching the 2022 U.S.
Championships, and she's spent the
better part of the last two years
training in the Dallas area with an
eye toward trying to make the five-
woman U.S. Team that will be
heavily favored to win gold in Paris
this summer.
Her comeback, however, has been
shrouded in mystery. She was

supposed to compete at Winter Cup
in February but she pulled out of
the competition just days before
after testing positive for COVID-19.
She has limited press exposure and
unlike 2020 Olympic gold medalist
Sunisa Lee and Jade Carey - both of
whom competed at American
Classic - she opted not to participate
in podium training on Friday.
Douglas walked out onto the floor
about an hour before competition
and showed flashes of what turned
her into a star in London. Her
double-twisting Yurchenko on vault
had plenty of amplitude and on bars
- her best event - she had the pieces
of a routine that would certainly be
competitive at the elite level.
The challenge will be finding a way
to put all the pieces together

consistently.
Douglas came off bars twice and her
floor routine lacked the crispness
and endurance to stack up with
what will be required for anyone
hoping to make a serious bid for the
Olympic team. There is time for
Douglas, but not much. The U.S.
Classic is in three weeks. The U.S.
Championships are in five and the
Olympic Trials await in
Minneapolis in late June. 
Carey, who won gold on floor
exercise in Tokyo, captured the all-
around with a score of 55.000 while
also recording the top scores on
vault and floor. Lee, who has dealt
with kidney-related health issues
the last two years, put together a
dazzling beam routine to win easily
with a score of 14.

2012 Olympic champion Gabby competes for first time in eight years at American Classic

Samson, Rahul put their hands up for WC selection: Smith

PTI n LUCKNOW

Lucknow Super Giants
assistant coach Lance

Klusener placed the quicker
evolution of batters as reason
behind the frequent tall team
totals in the ongoing Indian
Premier League. 
The teams have been going
past 200 and even 250 quite
effortlessly in this IPL, and
the former South African all-
rounder opined that the
modest performance by
bowlers at death overs too has
helped batters to add quick
runs. 
"Just looking at the bowling

performances throughout the
competition, for me, they
have been quite
disappointing. There hasn't
been a lot of good bowling,"
Klusener told the media after
LSG's seven-wicket loss to
Rajasthan Royals here on
Saturday. 
"There's been a lot of ordinary
bowling and batsmen are just
so good these days, they're
taking advantage. Maybe the
batsmen have evolved a lot
quicker than the bowlers in
this competition.
"I haven't seen a lot of good
death bowling in the
competition and that's why

teams have been able to take
advantage. Sure, surfaces have

been flat. I haven't seen a lot
of swing either," he added. 
Klusener observed that the
bowlers are opting for several
variations at death but they
have not been using the wide
yorkers enough. 
"It's easy to overcomplicate. If
you run in and execute even
four out of six yorkers...We
don't see that anymore. We
don't see that skill," he said. 
"We're going to slower balls
and a whole lot of other
variations. That pure death
bowling of yorkers, whether
it's wide or straight, that's a
skill that we don't see very
often these days," he added. 

Batters have evolved quicker than bowlers in IPL: Klusener

KKR wary of resurgent DC, marauding McGurk 

India should pick two wrist spinners for T20 WC: Irfan

Indian women team seals Uber Cup quarterfinal spot
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