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Crackdown on coaching

CM refutes Shah’s alert
claim _nWavad tragedy

Rescue operation underway following landslides tnggered by heavy rain in the hilly areas of Wayanad district, on Wednesday

KUMAR CHELLAPAN
NEW DELHI/KOCHI

Home Minister Amit Shah
on Wednesday asserted
that advance warnings on
heavy rainfall in Kerala were
issued to  the  State
Government at least a week
ahead of the deadly landslides
in Wayanad that have left a
trail of death and destruction.

Meanewhile, the Kerala
Government alleged the
Central Government agencies
like Meteorological
Department, Geological
Survey of India failed

miserably in issuing early
warnings about the rainfall
and landslides that struck the
Wayanad district.

“On July 18, it was forecast
that Kerala’s western coast

would experience above-
normal rainfall. On July 25, it
was forecast that there would
be heavy rain. On July 23
itself, eight teams of the
NDRF were sent to the
region,” Shah said. He
informed Parliament that the
Centre had sent eight teams of
the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) on
July 23 to assist the Kerala
Government in the

eventuality of any disaster.

“When the landslides struck
Wayanad, the NDRF teams
got the green signal from the

Collector and relief
operations were launched
immediately, the Home

Minister said.

Shah said about six years ago,
experts from IIT-Delhi had
suggested relocating people
from the landslide-affected
areas, but their advice was not
heeded to. Even as the death
toll in Tuesday’s massive
landslides crossed the 200
mark by Wednesday evening,
Kerala ~ Chief  Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, reacted to
Shah’s statement.

“This is not the time for
blame game. There are 91
people undergoing treatment
in various hospitals in the
district while 240 persons are

missing. My Government has
put 8,107 people in 82 relief
camps in the district. The
Meteorological Department
had not issued any red alert
about the rainfall or
landslides. The red alert was
issued by the GSI at 6 am on
Tuesday hours after the
landslide at Mundakkai. The
landslides occurred at 2 am
and 4.30 am on Tuesday. The
Central Water Commission,
which is the agency
responsible for issuing flood
warning, did not issue any
such  warning,”  alleged
Vijayan.

He said though the Central
agencies had forecast 404 mm
rainfall for a period of 48
hours, the region recorded
572 mm rainfall during the
period.
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centres mooted in Delhl

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

After the tragic death of
three IAS aspirants by
drowning in the basement of
Rau’s IAS study centre in Old
Rajinder Nagar area, the Delhi
Government is planning to
relocate coaching centres in
Narela and Rohini and
develop it as an education hub.
Meanwhile, Lieutenant
Governor  Vinai  Kumar
Saxena has formed a high-
level committee headed by
Chief Secretary to address
issues related to the regulation
of coaching centres. The
committee will prepare an
action plan for shifting
coaching institutes from
various places to well-planned
areas.

Amid the IAS aspirants’
protest for fourth day in a row
against civic authorities and
‘coaching mafia’ near the
Rau’s coaching centre, braving
scorching heat with their
Mains exams less than one
and a half months away,
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) Additional
Commissioner Tariq Thomas
on Wednesday admitted the
civic body’s responsibility in
the death of three students,
stating that there are serious
structural issues, which need
to be addressed.

Interacting with the
protesting students at UPSC
coaching hub in old Rajinder
Nagar, the senior civic body
official said there can be no
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A police personnel interacts with students during a protest over the deaths of three
civil services aspirants due to drowning at a coaching centre in Old Rajinder Nagar

area, in New Delhi, on Wednesday

Ranjan Dimri/Pioneer

excuses for the incident and
the agency should have done
its duty better.

Students who started their
indefinite hunger strike on
Tuesday ended it on
Wednesday morning after
their meeting with Thomas.
Saxena has directed the Delhi
Police Commissioner for
cracking down on coaching
institutes which take
exorbitant rentals in cash
transactions to evade tax.
Besides, the Lieutenant
Governor has directed that a
portal be established, with
Aadhar based log-in
credentials of all coaching
institutes in the city and the
enrolled students. This would
help create a transparent
database which would help
the Government in shaping
the policy framework from
time to time.
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Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh
killed in Iran

AP W BEIRUT

Hamas leader  Ismail
Haniyeh was killed by a
predawn airstrike in the
Iranian capital on Wednesday,
Iran and the militant group

said, blaming Israel for a
shock assassination that risks

Students’ safety
guidelines issued

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Delhi Government

on Wednesday issued
guidelines for safety and
security of school students in
the aftermath of the Rajinder
Nagar coaching centre flood-
ing incident, which claimed
the lives of three UPSC aspi-
rants. According to the
guidelines issued by the
Directorate of Education
(DoE), the schools — both
private and government run
— have to follow the provi-
sions of Master Plan for
Delhi, 2021 regarding
use of basement in public
buildings.

escalating the conflict even as
the US and other nations were
scrambling to prevent an all-
out regional war. Iran’s
supreme  leader  vowed
revenge against Israel.

There was no immediate
comment from Israel, which
has pledged to kill Haniyeh
and other Hamas leaders over
the groups October 7 attack
on southern Israel. The strike
came just after Haniyeh had
attended the inauguration of
Iran’s new president in Tehran
— and only hours after Israel
targeted a top commander in
Iran’s ally Hezbollah in the
Lebanese capital Beirut. The
assassination of Hamas’ top
political leader was potentially
explosive amid the region’s
volatile, intertwined conflicts
— because of its target, its
timing and the decision to
carry it out in Tehran.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

he Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) on

Wednesday cancelled a
trainee Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer Puja

Manorama Dilip Khedkar’s
candidature in the 2022
Civil Services Examination
(CSE) and barred her from
appearing for any future
examinations of
commission, after finding
she had violated rules by
appearing for the exam more
times than what was

allowed.

It said her provisional
candidature for the CSE-
2022 (Civil Services

Examination-2022) has been
“cancelled” and she has also

been “debarred
permanently” from all future
UPSC examinations or
selections.

The UPSC had issued
Khedkar a  show-cause
notice on July 18 for
“fraudulently availing
attempts  beyond  the

permissible limit provided
for in the Examination Rules
by faking her identity”. She
was asked to submit her
response to the notice by
July 25, but she asked for
further time till August 4.
The UPSC allowed her till

the !

UPSC gets
new chief

PNS B NEW DELHI

T Centre on
Wednesday appointed
former Health Secretary
Preeti Sudan chairperson
of the Union Public
Service Commission after
Manoj Soni resigned from
the UPSC’s top post early
this month, according to
an official order.

Sudan, currently a
member of the UPSC, will
take charge on Thursday.
A 1983-batch IAS officer
of the Andhra Pradesh
cadre, Sudan has served in
various capacities.

Khedkar’s IAS career over

3.30 pm on July 30 to make
her submissions.

According to a statement,
the UPSC said it has
examined the available
records carefully and found
her guilty of acting in
contravention  of  the
provisions of the CSE-2022
Rules.

It said the 34-year-old was
told to submit her response
to the notice by July 25, but
she requested for time till
August 4. The UPSC granted
her time till July 30 and
made it clear that it was the
“final opportunity” and “no
further extension in time”
would be allowed.

She was also told that if no
response is received by the
deadline, UPSC would take
action. “Despite extension in
time allowed to her, she
failed to submit her
explanation within the
prescribed time,” the panel
has said in the statement.
“The UPSC has examined
the  available  records
carefully and found her

guilty of acting in
contravention  of  the
provisions of the CSE-2022
Rules. Her provisional

candidature for the CSE-
2022 has been cancelled and
she has also been debarred
permanently from all the

u t u r e
Examinations/Selections of
the UPSC,” it said.

Remove 18% GST on ||le medu:al
insurance; Gadkari to FM

PNS B NEW DELHI

Union Minister of Road
Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari
has requested Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to withdraw the
18 per cent goods and
services tax (GST) on life
and medical insurance
premiums.

In his letter to the Finance
Minister, Gadkari raised
concerns of the Nagpur

Division Life Insurance
Corporation ~ Employees
Union, which had
submitted to him a
memorandum  regarding
the issues of the insurance
industry.

Referring to the memo, the
Minister said, “Levying
GST on life insurance
premiums amounts to
levying tax on the

uncertainties of life.

The Union feels that the
person who covers the risk
of life’s uncertainties to give
protection to the family
should not be levied tax on
the premium to purchase
cover against this risk”
Further, he said the main
issue raised by the Union is
related to the withdrawal of
GST on life and medical
insurance premiums. Both
life insurance and medical
insurance premiums are
subject to an 18 per cent
GST.

“In view of the above, you
are requested to consider
the suggestion of
withdrawal of GST on life
and medical insurance
premium on priority as it
becomes cumbersome for
senior citizens as per rules
with due verification,” he
said.

Caste llhe rocks Parliament

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

R ling party BJP and
Opposition members
engaged in a verbal duel on
Wednesday  leading  to
adjournments of Parliament
over the BJP MP Anurag
Thakur’s remarks a day earlier
in the Lok Sabha during his
attack on Congress MP and
Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi when the
former stated “whose caste is
not known talks about caste
census”

While Congress has moved a
Privilege Motion against
Thakur and the Prime
Minister  claiming  that
Narendra Modi encouraged a
“serious breach of
parliamentary privilege” by
sharing Thakur’s speech on
social media, Opposition MPs
slammed Thakur’s speech as
an insult to Dalits, Adivasis
and OBCs.

As the row erupted in
Parliament, the Congress said
the Gandhi family’s caste is
martyrdom but the BJP-RSS
will never understand that.
Upon protests from the
Opposition benches, the Chair,
Jagadambika Pal, assured MPs
that the comments will be
expunged, he said.

The BJP flayed the Congress
for escalating the caste row and
said what’s wrong in asking the

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha and Congress MP Rahul Gandhi arrives for the
Congress Parliamentary Party meeting, at the Parliament House in New Delhi, on

Wednesday

PTI

Leader of Oppositions caste
when he can ask about the
castes of others, including the
Government officials, judges
and even journalists.

In the same vein, however, the
ruling party clarified that
Anurag did not ask about
Rahul’s caste while speaking on
the Union Budget in the Lok
Sabha and wondered why the
Leader of Opposition took an
offence and called it an insult
to him when none of the other
members raised any objection
to the former Union Minister’s
remarks.

Congress MP Charanjit Singh
Channi submitted a notice to
move a Privilege Motion
against Modi for having posted

on social media a video that
allegedly contained portions of
remarks made by Anurag that
were expunged from the
proceedings of the House by
the Chair. Channi, a Dalit MP
of the Congress in the Lok
Sabha, submitted a notice to
Speaker Om Birla seeking to
move a Privilege Motion under
Rule 222 of the Rules of
Procedure against the Prime
Minister.

Samajwadi Party MP
Dharmendra Yadav said his
party has been saying BJP
people have no place in their
hearts for SCs, STs, OBCs and
Muslims. RJD’s Manoj Jha said
Thakur had given proof of his
feudal mindset.

Rain brmgs Delhl, NCR to

SAUMYA SHUKLA m
NEW DELHI

Sudden rain brought the
national Capital and
adjoining regions, including
Noida and Ghaziabad, to a
standstill on Wednesday
evening with water woes,
traffic congestion and major
power cuts albeit there was
respite for the residents who
had been reeling for days
from the muggy and
sweltering weather due to
high humid levels in the city.
While several areas suffered
power cuts, loadshedding, at
least 10 flights were diverted
from the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) airport
between 7.30 pm and 8pm.

The city has been put on a
red alert and the National
Flash  Flood Guidance
Bulletin has included Delhi
in its list of ‘areas of concern’

A woman being assisted by a police official while wading through a waterlogged

road during rain near Pusa Road area, in New Delhi, on Wednesday

PTI

Due to the moderate to
heavy rain lashing whole of
Delhi and its adjoining areas
of Noida, Gurugram and
Ghaziabad, commuters
witnessed traffic snarls on
large stretches of road while

going back to their homes
from  work due to
waterlogging in  several
places including Chirag
Delhi, Saket, Sainik Farms,
Qutub Minar metro station,
Chatta Rail Chowk, Minto

Bridge, ITO, Janpath, Karol
Bagh, Gaffar Market, Nauroji
Nagar, Pant Marg, Nigam
Bodh Ghat, Connaught Place
and Mayur Vihar.

Rain on Saturday evening

led to flooding in the
basement of the Rau’s
coaching centre  which
claimed the life of three IAS
aspirants, rain on
Wednesday caused
waterlogging  yet again

outside the institute.

Local MLA Durgesh Pathak
reached the site to make sure
that the water is pumped out
of the low-lying area.

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena also
took to social media and
said, “Have cautioned all
officers to remain alert in
light of the ongoing heavy
downpour in Delhi. Apart
from ensuring minimum
inconvenience to people,

a halt

they are advised to
specifically address issues at
sites prone to waterlogging,
including coaching centres.”
The Delhi Traffic Police
issued an advisory to the
commuters in a series of
social media post, “Traffic is
affected in the carriageway
from Moolchand towards
Chirag Delhi due to water
logging at Chirag Delhi.
Kindly plan your journey
accordingly;” it said.

It also advised to plan one’s
journey keeping in mind the
waterlogging at  places,
including Railway Under
Bridge, Ram Bagh Road,
Azad Market, and Anuvrat
Marg. Residents in several
parts of the city also
witnessed power cuts
including Sainik Farms,
Patel Chowk, Kalkaji and
Laxmi Nagar among others.

on Wednesday

Lord Shiva devotees

Kanwariyas or Lord Shiva devotees carry holy water during the ‘Kanwar Yatra' in the month of ‘Shravan’, in New Delhi,

Ranjan Dimri/Pioneer
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Koihan Bandh: Tribal outfits III‘IItESt against road construction land seizures

PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

ormal life in Kolhan
N was significantly dis-

rupted on
Wednesday as a prominent
tribal outfit enforced a
bandh call to protest the
state government's acquisi-
tion of tribal lands for road
construction. The bandh
caused widespread impact,
affecting vehicular move-
ment, businesses, and edu-
cational institutions across
the region.

Vehicular communica-
tion on key arteries across
the three districts in
Kolhan, including
Singhbhum and Seraikela-
Kharsawan, came to a
standstill as bandh support-
ers set up blockades by

burning tyres at strategic
points. The usually bustling
roads were eerily deserted
from early morning, with
only the scenes of tyre-
burning mobs breaking the
silence. Commuters were
left stranded, and public
transport services were sus-
pended, adding to the
chaos.

The bandh supporters
also enforced the closure of
shops, businesses, and edu-
cational institutions.
Markets remained shut, and
traders expressed concerns
over the economic losses
incurred due to the bandh.
Educational activities were
also disrupted as schools
and colleges remained
closed, leaving students and
parents in a state of uncer-

Adivasi youths and organizations staging demon-
stration by blazing tires and blockage of Saraikela-
Kharsawan to East Singhbhum (Jamshedpur) main
street for their various demands to present
government during 24-hours “KOLHAN BANDH” at
Saraikela market area in Saraikela-Kharsawan
district of Jharkhand on Wednesday.

tainty.

The  protests  were
marked by fervent sloga-
neering, with chants such as
“Hemant Soren hosh mein
aao” and “Aadivasi jameen
adhigrahan bandh karo”
echoing through the rural
landscape, especially in the
Seraikela-Kharsawan dis-
trict. The demonstrators
expressed their anger and
frustration over the state
government's actions,
demanding immediate ces-
sation of land acquisition
processes affecting tribal
lands.

The core issue fueling the
protest was the forcible
acquisition of tribal lands in
Tittarbila village, Seraikela,
for a bypass road project.
Allegations have surfaced

that the acquisition was con-
ducted without the neces-
sary permission from the
Gram Sabha, the local self-
governance body, and with-
out compensating the affect-
ed parties. Furthermore, the
acquired land reportedly
included sites significant to
tribal religious practices,
intensifying the outrage
among the tribal community.

In anticipation of poten-
tial violence, the administra-
tion deployed a heavy police
presence across the region.
Despite these measures,
clashes between the police
and protesters were report-
ed in several areas. The pro-
testers accused the police of
using excessive force, while
the authorities emphasized
the need to maintain law

and order.

The bandh's impact on
daily life was profound, with
many residents choosing to
stay indoors to avoid the
unrest. The economic reper-
cussions were also signifi-
cant, with  businesses
reporting substantial losses
due to the enforced closures.
Local transport services
were severely affected,
causing inconvenience to
daily commuters and affect-
ing the region's overall
mobility.

The state government, in
response to the bandh, has
reiterated its commitment to
dialogue and negotiation
with the tribal leaders.
Officials have promised to
address the grievances of
the tribal communities and

ensure that their rights are
protected. However, the gov-
ernment also emphasized
the importance of infra-
structure development proj-
ects for the region's growth
and urged all stakeholders
to work towards a mutually
beneficial solution.

The situation in Kolhan
remains tense, with the trib-
al outfit vowing to continue
their agitation until their
demands are met. The
bandh has highlighted the
ongoing struggle between
development initiatives and
the rights of tribal commu-
nities. As both sides stand
firm on their positions, the
need for a balanced and
inclusive  approach to
development becomes
increasingly evident.

Union Budget has promising
outlook for Steel Sector: DIC RSP

R SHARMA : BOKARO

Budget announcement,
the steel and mining
industries are abuzz with

I n the wake of the Union

anticipation. Director
Incharge of Rourkela Steel
Plant, Atanu Bhowmik,

renowned for his profound
expertise,  shared  his
insights with the Pioneer on
how the new budgetary
measures are poised to
impact these crucial sectors
said that the government's

persistent focus on infra-
structure, underscored by
increased allocations for
roads, railways, and urban
projects, stands to signifi-
cantly boost steel demand.
Programs like 'Gati
Shakti' are central to this
strategy, heralding an era of
heightened steel consump-
tion as infrastructure devel-
opment accelerates.
Bhowmik highlighted that
this surge in infrastructure
activity will inevitably strain
the mining sector, which is
already grappling with sup-
ply chain disruptions and
escalating production costs.
"The budget's allocation
of additional funds for the
production-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme for specialty
steel is a significant step.
This initiative is designed to
encourage domestic steel
manufacturers to adopt
advanced technologies and
diversify  their  product
ranges, thereby reducing

our dependence on imports
and boosting our competi-
tiveness," said the DIC.
"Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman's deci-
sion to eliminate the 2.5%
basic customs duty (BCD) on
ferronickel imports, which is
crucial for stainless steel
production, aims to cut pro-
duction costs," Bhowmik
pointed out. "Additionally,
the extension of the BCD
exemption on ferrous scrap
until March 2026 and the
zero BCD on 25 critical min-
erals are measures that will
further streamline the raw
material supply chain for
steelmakers," he said.
Further Bhowmik
emphasized, "The govern-
ment's pledge to build an
additional two crore afford-
able houses over the next
five years, along with its con-
tinued focus on infrastruc-
ture-led growth, is set to
drive domestic steel
demand. This strategy is

expected to help steelmakers
navigate the challenges
posed by weak global
demand and overcapacity
issues in markets like
China."

"The budget also brings
noteworthy improvements
for the mining sector,”
Bhowmik stated. "The pro-
posed unified logistics inter-
face platform aims to
enhance the efficiency of the
transportation and logistics
ecosystem, benefiting the
mining industry by reducing
costs and time.

"The budget's focus on
clean energy technologies
and sustainability is in line
with the government's net-
zero emissions target by
2070," Bhowmik remarked.
"Initiatives like the 'Battery
Swapping Policy' are expect-
ed to drive the mining sector
towards more environmen-
tally friendly practices, con-
tributing to the long-term
sustainability of the indus-

Desplte the positive
measures, challenges such
as global commodity price
volatility and increasing
costs for raw materials and
energy remain,” Bhowmik
acknowledged. "While the
budget provides a solid foun-
dation, additional steps to
address input cost pressures
and incentivize the adoption
of advanced technologies
could enhance the industry's
resilience."

DIC Atanu Bhowmik con-
cluded, "The Union Budget
presents a promising yet
challenging outlook for the
steel and mining sectors.
With the right policy support
and strategic industry initia-
tives, these sectors are
poised to drive India's indus-
trial growth and develop-
ment. [ remain cautiously
optimistic that the steel and
mining industries will con-
tinue to be the backbone of
India's economic progress."

BSL and Indian Oil Corporation sign Mol
for Gas supply in Bokaro Steel City Township

PNS : BOKARO

Bokaro Steel City Township is set to
receive gas supply through a pipeline network
for both domestic and commercial con-
thanks to a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) signed between Bokaro
and

sumers,

Steel Limited (BSL)
Corporation on July 31.

The signing ceremony saw the presence of
several key officials from BSL, including
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Director In-Charge B.K. Tiwari, Executive

& Director (HR, additional charge operations)

Singh,

Rajan Prasad, CGM (Town Administration)
Kundan Kumar, CGM (Technical) Laxmi Das,
General Manager (Town Administration) A.K.
and  Senior
Administration)
Indian Oil Corporation were Executive
Director (CGD) Sanjay Kumar Jha, CGM (CGD)
Shailesh Kumar Singh, GM (CGD) Chinmay
Guha Biswas, and other officers.

It is noteworthy that BSL had already
granted working permission to Indian Oil in
August 2020 for laying the city gas distribu-
tion pipeline, including the installation of last-

Manager (Town
N. Siddiqui. Representing

mile connectivity infrastructure and related
technical facilities in Bokaro Steel City

Indian Oil

Township. With the MoU now in place, the
expansion of piped natural gas (PNG) connec-
tions for domestic consumers and compressed
natural gas (CNG) outlets for vehicles is
expected to accelerate.

PNG/CNG is recognized for its high calorif-

ic value and is considered a safe, cost-effec-

tive, eco-friendly, and clean fuel, contributing
to reduced carbon footprints.

Emotional farewell given to
employees retiring from CCL

PNS : RANCHI

Seven employees retiring
from various departments of
CCL Headquarters,
Darbhanga House, Ranchi -
General Manager Electrical
and Mechanical Department,
Manoj Kumar Sharma,
General Manager
(Excavation) Anuj Kumar,
Chief Manager (E&M), Arun
Kumar  Tiwari,  Office
Superintendent,
Gandhinagar Hospital,
Anoop Kumar Darad, Fitter,
TA Department, Raj Kumar
Bhar, Helper, E&M
Department Samula Ansari
and Safai Mate/Jamadar,
Gandhinagar Hospital Jethu
Ram, were given an emotion-
al farewell by organizing a
“Samman-cum-Vidaay
Samaroh” on hehalf of CCL.
It is known that a total of
84 employees have retired
from CCL in the month of
July. On this occasion, CMD,
CCL Nilendu Kumar Singh,
Director (Personnel) Harsh
Nath  Mishra, Director
(Technical/Operations)
Harish Duhan and CVO
Pankaj Kumar along with

department heads of the
headquarters, family mem-
bers of the retiring employ-
ees and a large number of
officers and employees were
present. CCL CMD Singh said
in his address that all of you
are integral members of the
CCL family and will remain
members of the family. He
said that all of you have
decided the condition and
direction of the company due
to which the company is
determined to produce 100
million tonnes of coal in the
current financial year. Singh
said that whenever all of you
have personal needs, the
company is ready to help
you. Director (Personnel)
Mishra said that you have
made a lasting impact in
your respective fields of work
and your legacy will continue
to inspire others. He congrat-
ulated everyone on retire-
ment and wished them a
happy future. Director
Technical and Operations
Harish Duhan said that your
retirement should be a time
of joy and new beginnings
and all of you should do good
work for the society in your

life.

Chief Vigilance Officer
Kumar said that you have
dedicated your life's time
and energy to the company
and now it is time to enjoy
the fruits of your labor. He
said that whatever amount
you will get from the compa-
ny after service, it would be
appropriate to spend it on
yourself. On this occasion,

CMD Singh honored all
the retiring employees by
giving them shawl, coconut,
bouquet, souvenir, honor let-
ter, service certificate and
others. On this occasion, a
short film was also screened
on the work experiences of
the retiring employees
through which the retiring
employees shared the memo-
rable moments of their entire
service period with everyone.

The program was con-
ducted, welcome address
and vote of thanks was given
by Head of Department
(Welfare) Rekha Pandey.

The Welfare Department
and other related depart-
ments had a special contri-
bution in making the pro-
gram successful.

Tata Steel's Jharia Division
wins Mines Safety Award

PANKAJ : DHANBAD

The Jharia Division of Tata Steel has bagged the second prize
the "Coal Belowground Small Category" at the 1st All India
Level Mine Safety Award (MSA) 2024. The event took place on
July 28, 2024, at the Biswa Bangla Convention Centre in

Kolkata.

The award was presented by Prabhat Kumar, Director
General of Mines Safety. Sanjay Rajoria, General Manager,
Jharia Division, along with Vikash Kumar, Chief Sijua Group,
and Sanjeev Kumar Thakur, Head Sijua Colliery, Jharia
Division, Tata Steel, received the prestigious award during the
ceremony. The event was organised by the All India Mines
Safety Association (AIMSA) under the aegis of the Directorate
General of Mines Safety (DGMS). The purpose of organising the
event is to promote best practices and enhance safety in min-
ing operations across India. Emotional farewell given to

employees retiring from CCL
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"AJSU Party will hoist its flag

VINOD PRASAD
LOHARDAGA

A meeting of the AJSU party
was held at the district head
office. In the meeting, the
party's central spokesper-
son Dr. Devsharan Bhagat
said in his address that in
the upcoming assembly
elections, AJSU party will
hoist the flag in entire
Jharkhand including
Lohardaga under the lead-
ership of Sudesh Mahato.
After taking stock of the
preparations for the
Lohardaga assembly, I can
say that this time the AJSU
Party will be victorious in
Lohardaga because every
worker is ready to make the
AJSU Party win this time.
Former Deputy
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
Mahato, who joined AJSU
party a few days ago, clear-

under leade_rship of Sudesh Mahato'

ly said that after retiring
from government service, I
have joined the party to do
social service. Lohardaga
assembly in-charge Neeru
Shanti Bhagat party, while
discussing the visit of party
president Sudesh Mahato,
said that Chulha Pramukh,
Yuva Morcha and ancillary
units are expanding. We all
should try to win the assem-
bly elections.

District Convenor and
Central Secretary Suraj
Aggarwal made detailed

points about strengthening
the organization and win-
ning the assembly seat.
Central Secretary cum Cairo
Block Incharge Arvind
Yadav expressed his views
on how to become Chulha
Pramukh as soon as possi-
ble. The meeting was con-
ducted by Union Secretary
Dilip Sahu. Workers includ-

ing Mahendra Mahato,
Bablu Mahato, Munna
Aggarwal, City President

Ashok Sahu among others
were present in the meeting.

PNS : Jamshedpur

Railway  authorities  of
Chakradharpur division and
Garden Reach, the headquar-
ters of South Eastern
Railway, have remained
tight-lipped about yesterday's
tragic rail mishap involving
the Howrah-Mumbai Mail at
Barabambo. The incident,
which killed two passengers
and injured numerous oth-
ers, occurred when the train
derailed after hitting the
wagons of a goods train that
had already derailed earlier
at the same spot.

It was learned that the
driver of the goods train had
informed the signaling staff
about the derailment of the
wagons before the Howrah-
Mumbai Mail, bound for
Mumbai, encountered the
same fate, resulting in a
major accident.

Aditya Kumar Chaudhury,
Senior Divisional Commercial
Manager of Chakradharpur
division and spokesperson,
refrained from commenting
on the cause of the mishap.
"The  Commissioner  of
Railway Safety has initiated a

probe gets completed," he
said. He added that neces-
sary actions would be taken
based on the probe report.

In the tragic incident, two
passengers lost their lives,
and several others were
injured when at least 18
coaches of the Howrah-
Mumbai Mail derailed. The
accident occurred near
Barabambo, approximately
85 kilometers from
Jamshedpur, at 3:40 am on
Tuesday.

The derailment involved
18 of the 22 coaches of the
12810 Howrah-Mumbai Mail
via Nagpur, including 16 pas-

As a result of the derail-
ment of the 12810 Howrah-
CSMT Mumbai Mail, several
trains were canceled for the
second consecutive day
today.

List of Canceled Trains

- 08163/08164
Chakradharpur-Rourkela-
Chakradharpur Special

- 12768 Santragachi-
Nanded Express

- 08602 Hatia-Tatanagar
Special

- 08195 Tatanagar-Hatia
Special (canceled on August
1)

- 18190 Ernakulam-
Tatanagar Express (canceled

Tatanagar Express (canceled
today)

- 12872 Titlagarh-Howrah
Express (canceled today)

Short Termination

- 18011 Howrah-
Chakradharpur  Express,
journey commencing today,
will be short-terminated at
Adra.

Restoration

- 13287 Durg-Ara
Express, journey commenc-
ing today, which was initially
decided to short-terminate at
Jharsuguda, will now run on
the normal route instead of
short-terminating at
Jharsuguda.

The bi-directional 3rd line
is tentatively planned to be
made operational today. The
other two lines are planned
to be made operational in
due course.

Anil Kumar Mishra,
General Manager of South
Eastern Railway, and Arun
Jatoh Rathod, Divisional
Railway Manager of
Chakradharpur, along with
principal officers of SER and
senior officers from the
Railway Board, were present

-"Aiit Aman ready
to launch new
Bhojpuri album

PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

Jharkhand-Bihar's emerging
artist and singer, Ajit Aman, is
set to captivate audiences with
his latest song. The shooting of
the Bhojpuri album titled
'Khula Aasman Ke Chand'
was completed on Wednesday
in the city. This album, unlike
many others in the genre,
avoids any obscene scenes or
language, focusing instead on
showcasing the heauty of the
Bhojpuri language and cul-
ture. Ajit Aman has not only
lent his voice to the song but
also acted in the video, bring-
ing a unique personal touch to
the project. Joining him is
model Harshika Kumari, who
plays the lead actress.
Currently based in Delhi,
Harshika is making significant
strides in her career and has
begun securing roles in films.
Ajit Aman shared that 'Khula
Aasman Ke Chand' is just the
beginning. His album is set to
release in multiple languages,
with ongoing recordings in

Cong leader meets Advocate
General to dlscuss demolltlon issue

PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

Former MP and senior
Congress leader, Dr Ajoy
Kumar, met Jharkhand's
Advocate General, Rajiv
Ranjan, on Wednesday to
discuss the urgent issue
regarding the notice from
the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) to demolish
150 houses along the river-
bank, including those in
Kalyan Nagar and
Indranagar of Bhuiyandih.

Kumar reported that the

meeting involved a detailed
discussion about the NGT's
notice and the state's
response. The Advocate
General assured that not a
single house would be
allowed to be demolished.
To support this, the state
government plans to file an
affidavit with the NGT
soon.

"The government is very
sensitive to this matter,"
Kumar said. "Efforts are
being made at every level
to address this issue." He

also mentioned that a peti-
tion has been filed in
Ranchi High Court by 150
residents of Bhuiyandih
against the NGT's notice.
Addressing the resi-
dents of Bhuiyandih, Dr.
Ajoy Kumar urged them
not to be swayed by rumors
or external influences. "As
long as the India Alliance
government is in power in
Jharkhand, not a single
house in Bhuiyandih will be
allowed to be demolished,"
he asserted. "We are ready
to fight at every level.
Please stand firmly with us
with faith and patience."
His commitment and the
government's  proactive
approach provide a ray of
hope for the residents of
Bhuiyandih, who now await
the upcoming legal steps
and government interven-
tions to secure their homes.

Workshop on One Nation
One Coal at MTI, SAIL

PNS : RANCHI

A workshop on 'One Nation One Coal': pro-
curement to drive national unity on central
procurement for steel industries in India was
held on Wednesday at MTI, SAIL, Ranchi. In
the participants shared
insights into procurement strategies followed
by different plants, eventually leading to the
recommendation of a few common imported
coal properties required for the Indian steel
making sector in large volumes.

This workshop was inaugurated by Abhijit

the workshop,

RM), SAIL in the presence of Sandip Kumar
Kar, ED (RDCIS), SAIL. Thirty-eight delegates

probe. We will be in a posi- senger coaches, one power on August 1) at the site to oversee the | Hindi, Chhattisgarhi, and Narendra, Joint Secretary, MoS, Gol along from 15 steel plants in India participated in
tion to say anything when the  car, and one pantry car. - 18114  Bilaspur- restoration of services. Nagpuri. with Arvind Kumar Singh, Director (T, P &  this workshop.
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CM reviews flagship schemes of State Govt in a high-level meeting

Asks officials to complete recruztment process through JPSC and JSSC at the earliest

PNS : Ranchi

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren today chaired a high-
level meeting with senior offi-
cials regarding the flagship
schemes of the state govern-
ment including "Aapki Yojana
- Aapki Sarkar - Aapke
Dwar" program, Jharkhand

Chief Minister Mainiyan
Samman Yojana, Guruji
Credit Card Scheme,

Savitribai Kishori Samridhi
Yojana and Abua Awas
Yojana.

In the meeting, he also
reviewed the appointment
processes conducted by
Jharkhand Public Service
Commission and Jharkhand
Staff Selection Commission.
He said that many welfare
schemes of the state govern-
ment are going  on.
Complaints of hindrances in
the implementation of these
schemes keep coming up. In

such a situation, all the
schemes should be imple-
mented on the ground with
complete  planning and
preparation, so that the peo-
ple of the state can get its
benefits with convenience.
The fourth phase of
"Aapki Yojana - Aapki Sarkar
- Aapke Dwar" program will
run across the state from 30
August to 15 September -
2024. In this phase, the bene-
fits of the most ambitious
welfare schemes of the state
government will be given to
the people once again by
reaching their homes. In such
a situation, all the prepara-
tions regarding this program
should be completed on time.
He took complete information
about the execution of the
applications received in the
third phase of "Aapki Yojana-
Aapki Sarkar- Aapke Dwar"
program and told the officials
to ensure the execution of all

Chief Minister Hemant Soren holds a high-
level meeting with senior officials in the Chief
Minister's chamber at Jharkhand Legislative
Assembly regarding the flagship schemes of
the state government. PNS

the applications which are
still pending due to some rea-
son as soon as possible.

The CM said that the state
government is starting a very

ambitious Jharkhand
Mukhyamantri Mainiya
Samman Yojana. Under this
scheme, women between 21
and 50 years of age will be

given a thousand rupees per
month by the state govern-
ment. He told the officials to
take steps towards connect-
ing all the eligible sisters and
daughters with this scheme.
He also said that there should
be a strong arrangement so
that all eligible women can
apply for this scheme with
ease. In the meeting, the offi-
cials informed the CM about
the preparations going on for
the implementation of this
scheme.

The CM said that the gov-
ernment has a special
emphasis on the poor chil-
dren of the state not being
deprived of higher education
due to lack of money. In this
series, Guruji Credit Card
Scheme has been started by
our government to provide
financial assistance to the
students. But, there is lack of
information among the stu-
dents about this scheme. Due

to which they are not able to
take advantage of it. In such a
situation, initiative should be
taken to connect more and
more students with Guruji
Credit Card Scheme by run-
ning a special campaign.

The CM said that the gov-
ernment is committed to pro-
viding employment to the
youth. In this connection,
appointment processes are
going on on a large scale. In
this meeting, the CM directed
to complete the appointment
processes conducted by
Jharkhand Public Service
Commission and Jharkhand
Staff Selection Commission
soon. He said that complete
transparency should be
maintained in the appoint-
ment processes. The CM gave
important instructions while
reviewing the updated status
related to the conduct of
Jharkhand Constable
Competition Examination and

Jharkhand Excise Constable
Competition Examination.

The CM also gave many
important instructions:

Take initiative to connect
the students of Jharkhand
minority and government
aided schools with cycle distri-
bution scheme, dress scheme
and Savitribai Phule Kishori
Samridhi Yojana.

Speed up the distribution of
forest lease at social and per-
sonal level. Forest lease distri-
bution program should be
organized in all the districts.

Prepare model design of
housing under Abua Housing
Scheme. All the houses should
be constructed with this
design. Khapra and tiles
should be used in Abua hous-
ing.

All  the  government
schemes in which more appli-
cations have heen received
than the set target should bhe
scrutinized and a waiting list

should be prepared so that
later the benefit of the scheme
can be availed on priority
basis.

All the schemes run by the
state government should be
widely publicized through var-
ious mediums so that people
can get information about
them. For this, local language
should be used. No person
should be deprived of a
scheme because he did not
have any information about it.
Chief Secretary L. Khiangte,
Additional Chief Secretary to
the Chief Minister Avinash
Kumar, Principal Secretary
Vandana Dadel, Secretary K.
Srinivasan, Secretary Praveen
Toppo, Secretary Prashant
Kumar, Secretary Kripananda
Jha, Secretary Vipra Bhal,
Secretary Manoj Kumar and
Director of Information and
Public Relations Department
Rajiv Lochan Bakshi were
present in this meeting.

Women’s honour and economic
empowerment top agenda of Govt

Women centric successful schemes make Hemant Soren popular among masses

PNS : RANCHI

If women are financially self-
reliant, they can take their
family, society, state on the
path of progress. Rural tribal
women of Jharkhand have
been very hardworking since
ancient times and have been
actively participating in eco-
nomic activities for a long
time. The Hemant govern-
ment has decided to improve
this working style of the
women of Jharkhand and in
the last 4 years, many suc-
cessful schemes have been
implemented for the empow-
erment of women.

The government is con-
stantly making efforts to
ensure participation in trade
within and outside the state,
to improve the girl child edu-
cation system, to provide
financial strength to elderly
women through pension.
Keeping half the population
in mind, the Hemant govern-
ment is running many
schemes and is working on
some. Currently, half a dozen
schemes being run by the
government, which are
focused only on the self-
respect and prosperity of
women, have been quite suc-
cessful. Branding of the prod-
ucts produced by self-help
groups by linking them with
the Palash brand has opened
the doors of employment for
women in rural areas. During
the Covid period, Jharkhand
was also affected by the glob-
al economic crisis, but now
the situation is improving, a
living example of which is the
Palash brand.

So far, 29 different types
of products are being made
available for sale in the open
market through the success-

L

A delegation of Jharkhand Minority and Aided
Primary Teachers Association and Minority
Secondary Teachers met Chief Minister Hemant
Soren in the Chief Minister's chamber in the
Jharkhand Assembly. In the presence of MLA
Kalpana Soren, MLA Rajesh Kachhap, MLA
Bhushan Bada, MLA Bhushan Tirkey, MLA
Shilpi Neha Tirkey and MLA Jiga Susaran Horo,
the delegation submitted a memorandum to the

Chief Minister. PNS

ful Palash branding and mar-
keting strategy being imple-
mented under the guidance
of Chief Minister Hemant
Soren. A total of Rs 3982.00
lakh has been sold in less
than three years. So far, more
than one lakh rural women of
the state's self-help groups
are increasing their income
by joining the Palash brand
by supplying their agricultur-
al products and other pro-
cessing, packaging and sales
work and are giving impetus
to the rural economy and
connecting it to the main-
stream. On the instructions of
the Chief Minister, "Palash
Enterprises Company" is
being formed for purely com-
mercial operation of the
Palash brand, which has
become the identity of the
products of rural women.
Lakhs of women of
Jharkhand are getting bene-
fits from these schemes. In
the last 4 years, despite the

Corona period, women have
become very prosperous in
economic  matters. The
Hemant government has
recently announced to give Rs
1000 every month to all
women between 21 and 50
years of age. Work is being
done to connect about 50 lakh
women with this scheme.
This scheme is being run with
the aim of bearing the
expenses of their daily needs
by the government. Through
various schemes, the Hemant
government is  working
towards connecting with
every woman of the
state.Jharkhand
Mukhyamantri Mainiya
Samman Yojana (JMMSY) is
an effective step of the
Hemant government to pro-
mote women's self-respect.
Under this, women between
21 and 50 years of age will be
provided financial assistance
of Rs 1000 per month keep-
ing in mind their daily needs.

Under the scheme, by the
15th of every month, the gov-
ernment will credit the
amount to the single linked
bank account of the sisters.
Under this scheme, the eligi-
bility for the beneficiaries has
been kept simple. The appli-
cant should be a resident of
Jharkhand, their age should
be more than 21 years and
less than 50 years. The appli-
cant should have a single
bank account linked to
Aadhaar. Those whose bank
account is not linked to
Aadhaar can also avail the
benefits of the scheme till
December 2024. Provided
there is a voter ID card and
Aadhaar card. The appli-
cant's family should be a
holder of Antyodaya Anna
Yojana (yellow ration card),
Purvikta Prapt Grihastha
Card (pink ration card) /
kerosene ration card (white
ration card) / separate green
ration card of Jharkhand
state. To run the scheme on a
war footing, the work of tak-
ing applications will be done
by setting up camps across
the state from August 3. The
application form and process
are free. This scheme is being
seen as an effort of the
Hemant government to
encourage women and
improve their education.
Work is underway on a plan
to connect 9 lakh adolescent
girls with Savitribai Phule
Kishori Samridhi Yojana in
this financial year. At pres-
ent, about 8 lakh girl stu-
dents are getting its benefit.
Under the Savitribai Phule
Kishori Samridhi Yojana,
financial assistance of up to
Rs 40,000 is given by the
government in a total of 5
installments.

(utting off power, water for MLAs in Assembly a dark chapter in democracy: BJP

PNS : RANCHI

Bharatiya Janata Party today
attacked the state govern-
ment and the Speaker of the
State  Assembly  while
addressing a press confer-
ence at the state headquar-
ters. State spokesperson
Pratul Shahdev said that this
government has written a
black chapter in the history of
the country's democracy
today. ~ Emergency  was
repeated in the assembly at

the behest of the government.
For the first time in the histo-
ry of the country, the electric-
ity and water supply of the
assembly was cut off in the
presence of MLAs. Even
women MLAs were not
spared. Restrictions were
imposed on going to the toilet.
State spokesperson Pratul
Shahdev said that in democ-
racy, everyone has the right to
protest. But the way the gov-
ernment showed its Hitler-
like face today is shameful.

Pratul said that the assembly
runs with the support of both
the ruling party and the oppo-
sition. But this government
has captured the assembly
and made it a government
assembly. The leader of the
opposition was sitting on a
dharna in the house to get a
statement from the Chief
Minister on issues like unem-
ployment allowance of con-
tract workers, para teachers,
assistant policemen, comput-
er operators, Anganwadi

workers, assistants, five lakh
jobs per year, CBI investiga-
tion of examinations, etc. The
leaders of the House go out
and get electricity and water
supply cut off by being dicta-
torial. Pratul said that the
post of Speaker is a constitu-
tional post. But in Jharkhand,
the Speaker has become a
tool kit of the government.
This government has crossed
all limits by filing cases and
lawsuits against the youth,
unemployed and BJP leaders.

National workshop
held on Statistical
Methods and
Research
Techniques at BAU

PNS : RANCHI

A week long national work-
shop on ‘Statistical Methods
and Research Techniques
(SMART)’ for PG, Ph D schol-
ars and faculty members was
organized by Department of
Animal  Genetics  and
Breeding of Birsa
Agricultural University (BAU)
with an objective to acquaint
and hone up the participants’
skills with respect to statisti-
cal analysis of the research
data for making it meaning-
ful and applicable.

The topics included refer-
ence writing, review of liter-
ature, sample size calcula-
tion, research ethics and pla-
giarism, correlation-regres-
sion analysis, non parametric
test, multiple regression
analysis and univariate and
bivariate data analysis.
Organising secretary Dr
Nandani Kumari informed
that the sessions included
theoretical as well as hands
on for each of the topic by
experts of BAU, Indian
Institute of  Agricultural
Biotechnology, Ranchi, JIP-
MER Puducherry, BIT Mesra
and CIP, Ranchi and others.

The 21 diverse trainees
included scholars and scien-
tists from Dr Shayama
Prasad Mukherjee
University, Ranchi University,
Vinoba Bhave University,
Govt. of Bihar and PG, Ph D
scholars of BAU and other
Universities.

Dr Sushil Prasad, Dean,
Faculty —of  Veterinary
Sciences, BAU distributed
certificates to the trainees.
All the participants were
very enthusiastic and confi-
dent post training and
described their sojourn and
experience as an enlighten-
ing one. Sharing their feed-
back about the workshop in
the valedictory session,
trainees from different uni-
versities narrated how the
training helped transform
them from an amateur to a
trained one in a short span of
time. The Dean congratulat-
ed the organizing secretary
of the workshop, Dr. Nandani
Kumari.
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Jharkhand Governor Santosh Gangwar bemg admm-
istered oath of office and secrecy from acting Chief
Justice of Jharkhand high Court Sujit Narayan Prasad
during Swearing-in Ceremony at Raj Bhawan in
Ranchi on Wednesday. Pix by Ratan Lal

BJP lawmakers hold IlI!]llt gharna inside ||IIIISE

Assembly secretariat snapped ﬂﬂWGI’ and water supply and locked them in the House, claims BIP

PNS : RANCHI

The Jharkhand assembly witnessed
an unprecedented scene when the
BJP MLAs, seeking answers from
Chief Minister Hemant Soren on vari-
ous issues, entered the well of the
House in the morning when assembly

proceedings  commenced

remained there even as Speaker
Rabindra Nath Mahto adjourned the
House. The BJP MLAs stat of dharna
despite Chief Minister Hemant reach-
ing out to agitating MLAs assuring
them to take up their demands.

The MLAs did not listen to the CM
and where in dharna even in the
evening. Talking to the media after
coming out of the assembly, CM
Hemant Soren said that he will talk
about the issue on Thursday. The BJP
MLASs have taken a decision that until

democracy’.

and

Opposition party MLAs
protest outside assembly dur-
ing the ongoing Monsoon
Session of State Assembly, in
Ranchi on Wednesday. PNS

of youth and contract workers and all
the promises made in his manifesto,
the BJP MLAs will not step out of the
house. Earlier, when the BJP MLAs,
refused to come out of the House, the
Assembly secretariate snapped the
power and water supply and locked
them in the House,

claimed BJP

ing Jharkhand Incharge Lakshmikant
Vajpayee swung into action and went
to the press describing the Assembly
secretariat’s action as a ‘murder of

Leader of Opposition Amar Bauri
termed it as a ‘dark chapter of
democracy’. “The NDA MLAs are sit-
ting on dharna on questions of the
public, including regularisation of
contract workers,
against not fulfilling the promise of 5
lakh jobs,” he maintained.

He said women MLAs are also
troubled and added that the govern-
ment and the assembly speaker are
not concerned.

Due to a strong uproar on the
fourth day of the Jharkhand Assembly
Monsoon Session, Speaker Rabindra
Nath Mahto adjourned the proceed-
ings of the House till 11 am on

break, Leader of Opposition Amar
Kumar Bauri raised the issue of the
announcement made by Hemant
Soren. Bauri said that the Chief

Minister will have to answer all the

para teachers,

issues of Jharkhand inside the House
today,
Assistant Policemen, MNREGA work-
ers, Anganwadi Sevika Sahayika,
Cook, Poshan Sakhi, Jal Sahia, ANM/
GNM, Home Guard, Panchayat Sevak,
Computer Operator, Data Operator,
Vocational Trained Teacher,
Gazetted Employees, Land Protector
JE, Divyaangjan, JSLPS, Municipality
Safai Karamchari, BRP-CRP, regulari-

including Para Teachers,

Non-

sation of all contract workers, unem-

ployment allowance,
JSSC scam, JPSC scam.

He said that if the Chief Minister
leaves after speaking on the last day
of the session, then due to the last

local policy,

Disruption of House proceedings
not in interest of democracy: Soren

PNS : RANCHI

D isruption of House pro-
ceedings is neither in the
interest of democracy nor for
the state and the opposition
should raise issues in a digni-
fied way, Chief Minister
Hemant Soren said on
Wednesday targeting the BJP.

The CM outburst against
BJP was due to opposition
members sitting on dharna
demanding government reply
on the issue of youth and con-
tract workers and all the
promises made in
JMM/Congress alliance gov-
ernment manifesto.

CM Soren said after my
return from jail, the opposi-
tion is feeling more pricked.
There is a thorn in their
chair. They stand up quickly.
The opposition has a lot of
concerns.

He said that he will
answer all the questions of
the opposition. “Will satisfy
you. Will answer all the ques-
tions from jobs to other ques-
tions. You people must lis-
ten,” Soren said.

CM stood up to speak
during the government's
reply to a question related to
drinking water supply by BJP
MLA Anant Ojha. Earlier,
there was a debate going on
between departmental minis-
ter Mithilesh Thakur and
Anant Ojha on the subject of
drinking water supply.

CM Hemant Soren said
that Anant Ojha is a friend of
our district. I went there. Saw
the water supply scheme. It
ran for a day and then
stopped. It is not known
whether it ran later or not.
Water has to be arranged
from the Ganga river. The
Ganga river is not an ordi-
nary river. There is a long
process to take water from
the Ganga river. I will person-
ally look into it. We will work
together.

Speaker  Rabindranath
Mahato, was also upset with
the repeated adjournment of
the house. The speaker said
that the opposition does not
want the House to function.
They do not even want to
hear the reply of the govern-
ment. Therefore, with a

Chief Minister Hemant Soren along with
his Cabinet Ministers during the ongoing
Budget session of the Assembly in
Ranchi on Wednesday. Pix by Ratan Lal

Opposition, I adjourn the pro-
ceedings of this House till
tomorrow.

During the fourth day's
proceedings, Rabindranath
Mahato, pointing towards the
BJP, said that I understand
your anxiety. But we will not
let the assembly table
become a part of this anxiety.
I have accepted this thing
that the opposition does not
want the House to function.
They do not even want to
hear the reply of the govern-
ment. Therefore, with a
heavy heart and hurt by the
behavior of the Leader of the
Opposition, I adjourn the pro-
ceedings of this House till
tomorrow.

On the fourth day of the
monsoon session, under a
short notice question in the
House, BJP MLA Anant Ojha
surrounded the government
over the Jal Jeevan Mission.
Anant Ojha asked that water
supply was to be provided to
62 lakh houses in the state.
What happened to it? The
MLA raised the question
whether water is being sup-
plied to 13 thousand houses
under the Sahebganj Rural
Water  Supply Scheme?
Responding to this, depart-
mental minister Mithilesh
Thakur said that both the
central and state govern-
ments have equal role for
development. The state gov-
ernment is giving 60 percent
of the amount for this
scheme. Not even 4.75 per-
cent of the work was done in
the previous government.
Today, even in adverse cir-
cumstances, 54 percent of

Minister Mithilesh Thakur
said that the Sahebganj
Urban Water Supply Scheme
will be completed by
December. According to the
department, drinking water
is being supplied to 33 lakh
75 thousand houses in the
state so far.

In the house Jamshedpur
East MLA Saryu Rai accused
the Health Department and
the Health Minister of com-
mitting a serious scam and
has submitted a letter to
Chief Minister Hemant Soren
in this regard. In the letter,
Saryu has written to the CM
that the Health Department
of your government has
decided to commit a new
scam. This scam is related to
the selection of private out-
sourcing agencies supplying
manpower for important
works of the department.
This scam will have an
adverse effect on the low-
paid workers selected by the
agencies. Your government's
health minister is directly
involved in this decision.

Meanwhile, Mandar MLA
Shilpi Neha Tirkey has said
that there is irregularity in
the selection of beneficiaries
of Abua Awas at the
Panchayat level. Instead of
the members of the
Panchayat level verification
team working actively, only
one member approves the list
arbitrarily and the villagers
are suffering due to this. In
her short notice question
asked in the Assembly today,
Tirkey alleged that there is
no transparency in the selec-
tion of beneficiaries at the

the Chief Minister does not give a ~MLAs. As the political temperature — Thursday. When the proceedings of  session, the public will not be able to | heavy heart and hurt by the the work has been ground level, which is
clear answer in the house on the issue ~ escalated several BJP leaders, includ-  the House started after the lunch  get answers on all these issues. behavior of the Leader of the  completed. necessary.
MYyK HE N EE u EE Bn
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Buriget bafances growt, livelinood,
cooperatve federalism: il

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Wednesday
said the Union Budget strikes
a fine balance between growth,
employment, and fiscal con-
solidation, and promotes coop-
erative federalism.

Replying to the discussion on
the Union Budget 2024-25
and Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir Budget
in Rajya Sabha, the Minister
said the Government is on
track to achieve the pre-
announced fiscal deficit target
of 4.5 per cent by 2025-26.

In her reply, Sitharaman also
talked about high inflation
during the UPA rule while
highlighting the measures
taken by the Modi
Government on price front.
Sitharaman, also a Former
Defence Minister, said the
Agniveer Scheme to recruit
people in the age group of
17.5 to 21 years, is aimed at
keeping the armed forces fit,
young and battle-ready.

The Minister, who presented
her seventh Union Budget,

also said the economic
document proposes
unflinching  support for

cooperative federalism. “I
would like to underline that
our unflinching commitment

-

to cooperative federalism.
The total resources proposed
to be transferred to the States
in 2024-25 are estimated at
2291 lakh crore. This
actually entails an increase of
T 2.49 lakh crore over 2023-
247 the Minister said.

She said capital expenditure is
pegged at X 11.11 lakh crore.
“This is the biggest ever
allocation  for  Capital
expenditure and it shows
increase of about 17 per cent
over the RE and provisional
actuals of the FY 2023-24,

she said, adding that during
the Congress-led UPA era, the
capex allocation was ¥ 13.19
lakh crore between 2004-05 to
2013-14.

“Whereas during our tenure
from 2014 to 2024, the
allocation for capex has been
T 43.82 lakh crore from 2014-
15 to 2023-24,” she said.

On criticism that she only
referred to two States in her
Budget speech and ignored
the rest, Sitharaman said the
Budget is for all States, in past
also, including the UPA era,

the names of all States were
not mentioned. She
emphasised that if a State has
not been mentioned in the
speech, it does not mean there
is no allocation for it.

Several Opposition members
had raised issues related to
the devolution of taxes to
States. To this, Sitharaman it
is wrong to calculate
devolution based on gross tax
receipts, and then claim that
the Centre is devolving less
than what is suggested by the
Finance Commission.

The  Finance  Minister
highlighted that for
agriculture and allied sectors
the Budget has allocated ¥
1.52 lakh crore, which is
38,000 crore more than the
previous year. For
comparison, in 2013-14, the
last year of Congress-led
UPA, only ¥ 30,000 crore was
allocated for agriculture.

She also took on Congress
leader and former Finance
Minister P Chidambaram for
misleading statement
regarding appointment of
DGPs in States. Sitharaman
countered Chidambaram's
contention by asserting that
the scheme “is a very
reformative step to enhance
the capabilities and battle
readiness of our armed
forces”.

nation 04

Rescue operations continue In

landslides-ravaged Wa

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE H
NEW DELHI

Military personnel on
Wednesday intensified

search and rescue operations in
Kerala's Wayanad district,
where landslides have claimed
more than 167 lives, with the
Army saying that it has recov-
ered around 70 bodies and res-
cued nearly 1,000 people so far.
Extremely heavy rain triggered
the landslides in the hilly areas
of Wayanad early Tuesday,
leaving at least 167 people
dead and more than 200

injured.
Four columns from the
Defence Security Corps

(DSC) Centre, Kannur, and
122 TA Battalion are
conducting combined rescue
operations along with the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and State
rescue teams, a senior army
official said. Around 70
bodies have been recovered
by the Army so far and
approximately 1,000 people

have been rescued, the official
said.
Two Humanitarian

Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) columns, including
two medical teams, were
airlifted from Trivandrum to
Kozhikode by AN32 and C-
130 aircraft. They arrived at
Kozhikode  airport late
Tuesday night and stayed
overnight, the army said.
Movement of fuel and other
administrative  stores is

planned by road, the officials
said. Brig Arjun Seagan,
Commandant of the PARA
Regiment Training Centre,
arrived with his team late
Tuesday night. They
conducted a reconnaissance
of a potential bridge site and
established a control centre
for coordinating the Army's
HADR efforts, supported by
the commandant of the DSC
Centre, they said.

Heavy engineering
equipment and rescue dog
teams were airlifted and
disaster relief teams were
dispatched by the Indian
Coast Guard (ICG) on
Tuesday. The State
Government has requested
the deployment of a 690-ft
Bailey bridge. Currently, up to
330 feet of the bridge is being
moved from the Madras
Engineer Group Centre,
Bengaluru, by road. The

L

1

remaining parts are being

airlifted from Delhi
Cantonment, the Army had
said late on Tuesday.

The Indian Army is
coordinating closely with
state authorities to ensure
swift and effective relief
efforts, the officials said.
“Construction of a bridge on
the Meepadi-Chooralmala
Road  will  commence,
including the induction of
certain earthmoving
equipment to the other side of
the stream utilising air effort,”
the army said on Wednesday.
A navy spokesperson here
said that on a request from
the Kerala State Disaster
Management Authority
(KSDMA), the Kochi-based
Southern Naval Command
(SNC) dispatched a disaster
relief team comprising 68
personnel from INS Zamorin
at Ezhimala to the landslide-

yanad

hit site on Tuesday.

The rescue team comprising
skilled personnel along with a
medical team and necessary
equipment reached the site at
10 pm on Tuesday. Additional
teams have been kept on
standby for deployment at
short notice and will be
mobilised as required, he said.
An advanced light helicopter
(ALH) detachment in search
and rescue (SAR)
configuration was deployed
from Kochi to Calicut at 7.30
am on Wednesday to
augment the rescue efforts,
the spokesperson said.

The adverse weather
conditions due to incessant
rains pose challenges in the
area. All-out efforts are
underway  to  provide
immediate relief and support
to the local populace
impacted by the disaster, the
official said.

SC confirms
staying premature
release of Gawli

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

So ja beta, nahi toh Gabbar aa
jayega” Quoting the oft-
remembered dialogue from
the blockbuster “Sholay”, the
Supreme Court on Wednesday
“confirmed” its earlier order
staying the premature release of
gangster-turned-politician
Arun Gawli who is serving life
imprisonment in a murder
case. A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Dipankar Datta made
absolute its June 3 order stay-
ing the operation of the April
5 order of the Bombay High
Court's Nagpur bench and
posted the appeals for hearing
on November 20.

The High Court had directed
State authorities to consider
Gawli's  application  for
premature release under the
2006 remission policy. “We
are not inclined to grant any
interim relief.

The interim stay granted by
us is confirmed. Post the
appeals for hearing on
November 20, the bench
said. At the outset, senior

advocate Raja  Thakare,
appearing for the
Maharashtra Government,

submitted that Gawli has over
46 cases, including around 10
cases of murder, against him.
The apex court asked the
senior lawyer whether Gawli
had done anything in last five
to eight years.

Thakare replied that the
gangster has been behind bars
for over 17 years.

Asking whether Gawli is
reformed or not, the bench
asked, “How society will
know that when he is behind
the bars? He is 72 years old”
Challenging the High Court
order, Thakare said there is a

requirement under the
Maharashtra  Control  of
Organised  Crime  Act

I ;
|

(MCOCA) for convicts to
undergo imprisonment for at
least 40 years for remission.
This is as per the policy of
2015.

Senior  advocate  Nitya
Ramakrishnan, appearing for
Gawli, said other co-accused
had been given bail in the
matter and the Bombay High
Court was right in granting
premature release.

“The State Government has
changed its remission policy
(in 2015) but your lordships
have held that the policy will
apply which was applicable
when he was convicted. The
2006 policy will apply since he
was convicted in 2009. This
policy allows remission on
account of age and infirmity;’
she said.

At this juncture, the bench
observed,

“But madam you should
know that not everybody is
Arun Gawli. In the movie
‘Sholay', there is an iconic
dialogue, 'So ja beta, nahi toh
Gabbar aa jayega. This can be
a case here'”

Elaborating on Gawli's health
condition, = Ramakrishnan
told the court that he is
suffering from heart disease
and has a lung defect.

To this, the counsel for the
Maharashtra ~ Government
said this was so because of
continuous smoking for 40
years.

Public mood in party’s favour, caution
needed against complacency: Sonia

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Congress Parliamentary
Party chairperson Sonia
Gandhi on Wednesday said the
“mahaul (public mood)” is in
the party's favour but cau-
tioned against complacency
and over confidence after the
goodwill generated for it in the
Lok Sabha elections.

Noting that elections will be
held in four States, the longest
serving Congress’s former
President said leaders to
sustain the momentum and

goodwill that had been
generated for the party in the
Lok Sabha elections.

Assembly polls in Haryana,
Maharashtra and Jharkhand
as well as Jammu and
Kashmir are scheduled this

year.
“We must not become
complacent and over

confident. The 'mahaul' does
favour us, but we have to
work unitedly with a sense of
purpose. I dare say that if we
perform well, reflecting the

trend that we witnessed in the
Lok Sabha elections, national
politics will undergo a
transformation,” Sonia said at
the CPP meet in Parliament.
During the general body
meeting of the CPP in Central
Hall, Samvidhan Sadan, a
resolution authorising Sonia
Gandhi to appoint other
office-bearers of the CPP was
also passed.

Sonia claimed that the Modi
Government had not drawn
the right lessons from “their
significant decline” in the Lok

Sabha elections and alleged
that it was persisting with its
policy of “dividing
communities and spreading
an atmosphere of fear and
animosity”

”Fortunately, the Supreme
Court intervened at the right
time,” she said in an apparent
reference to the stay on the
orders passed by Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
Government asking eateries
along the Kanwar Yatra route
to display the name of
owners.

But this can only be a
temporary respite. Look at
how the rules have been
suddenly changed to permit
the bureaucracy to participate
in the activities of the RSS. It
calls itself a  cultural
organisation but the whole
world knows that it is the
BJP's political and ideological
base,” she said.

She also slammed the Union
Budget, saying that the
pressing demands of farmers
and youth in particular, have
been totally ignored.

Northeast reports 196
landslides from April
to July: Minister in LS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

The northeastern region has
reported 196 landslides
from April-July this year,
accounting for one-third of
the total 592 landslides record-
ed since 2017, according to data
shared in Parliament on
Wednesday.

In response to a question by
BJP MP Kamakhya Prasad
Tasa, Union Earth Sciences
Minister Jitendra Singh told
the Lok Sabha that the
Geological Survey of India
(GSI) has collected data on
592 landslides that occurred
between April 2017 and July
2024 in different northeastern
States, impacting lives and
infrastructure.

He said the analysis of the
data shows a “mixed trend
with periodic ups and downs”
in the occurrences of
landslides.

“To infer conclusively about
the exact nature of the trend
of landslide incidents, long-
range (at least 20 years of)
data with exact date of
occurrence is required,” the
minister said.

According to the data
presented in Parliament, the
northeastern region reported
28 landslides in 2017-18; 49 in
2018-19; 45 in 2019-20; 65 in
2020-21;78in 2021-22; 102 in
2022-23; 29 in 2023-24; and
196 in 2024-25 so far.
According to the landslide
atlas released by the Indian

Space Research
Organisation's (ISRO)
National Remote Sensing
Centre last year, the

Northwest Himalayas account
for 66.5 per cent of the
landslides in India, followed
by the Northeast Himalayas
(18.8 per cent) and the
Western Ghats (14.7 per
cent).

Govt's helpline got 1.94L child pornography plaints: Min

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

Over 76.02 lakh women had
sought helpline assistance
till May 31 on Government's
helpline number while about
1.94 lakh complaints regarding
child pornography and rape or
gang rape had been registered
on the Government's National
Cybercrime Reporting Portal
(NCRP) till April 30, Union
Minister Annapurna Devi said
on Wednesday in Parliament.
In a written reply to a
question in the Rajya Sabha,
the Women and Child
Development Minister said
since its inception, the NCRP
has received over 16.18 crore

visitors.
“As of April 30, 2024,
approximately 1.94 lakh

complaints regarding child
pornography and rape or
gang rape have been
reported,” she said.

Till March 31, more than
69.05 lakh cyber tipline
reports had been shared with
the relevant States and union
territories, she said.

According to the Minister, the
Emergency Response Support
System (ERSS-112) is
operational in all 36 States
and Union Territories and
had handled more than 36.29
crore calls till April 30, with
more than 14.36 lakh
downloads of the '112 India'

mobile app.

The integration of the
Women's Helpline (WHL-
181) with ERSS is functional
in 35 States and Union
Territories.

Monitoring centres for the

Vehicle Tracking Platform
(VTP) have been
commissioned in 11 States
and union territories,
enhancing the tracking and
safety of public transport,
Devi said.

Under  the
Emergency
Management System
(IERMS) project, CCTV
systems have been installed in
489 railway stations
nationwide. Additionally,
2,034 tabs have been
procured and distributed to
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) personnel to assist
women travelling alone or
those in need of help on
trains, she said.

An Al-based Facial
Recognition System (FRS) has
been integrated with video
surveillance systems at seven
major railway stations for a
pilot project, the Minister
said.

Integrated
Response

Railways have
sanctioned 9,784
bridges for
repairs: Vaishnaw

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

nion Railways Minister

Ashwini Vaishnaw
informed the Lok Sabha in a
written reply on Wednesday
that the Indian Railways sanc-
tioned 9,784 railway bridges for
repairs, strengthening, reha-
bilitation or rebuilding.
Vaishnaw responded to ques-
tions raised by nine MPs on
whether the Government has
identified old railway bridges in
Maharashtra which are in
dilapidated conditions and the
details of the repair work
undertaken in the last three
years.
These  members  were
concerned about the status of
collapse of railway bridges in
the last three years and the
number of persons killed and
injured as a result of that.
They also wanted to know the
steps  taken by  the
Government to repair all the
old railway bridges across the
country.
“There is a well established
system of inspection of
railway bridges on Indian
Railways. All the railway
bridges are inspected twice a
year, one before the onset of
monsoon and one detailed
inspection after the
monsoon,” Vaishnaw said.

Blind’s brain connectivity patterns boost non-visual senses: Neuroscientists

ARCHANA JYOTI B NEW DELHI

Ever wondered what enables
the blind to develop and
refine a “sixth sense”? A
groundbreaking study led by
Georgetown University neu-
roscientists has shed light on
this remarkable phenomenon,
revealing that individuals with
blindness exhibit distinctive
brain connectivity patterns that
enhance their non-visual sens-
es, such as spatial awareness,
sound localisation, and tactile
perception.

The study demonstrated that
brain  regions  typically
associated with sight in
sighted  individuals  are

repurposed in the blind to
strengthen these other senses.
This reorganisation allows the
blind to develop
extraordinary abilities to
navigate and interpret their
environment through
alternative sensory inputs.

By mapping these unique
brain connectivity patterns,
researchers aim to advance
our understanding of sensory

adaptation and brain
plasticity.
Led by postdoctoral

researcher Dr Lenia Amaral
and Assistant Professor Dr
Ella Striem-Amit, the study
provides insight into
individual differences in brain

organisation.

“We don't see this level of
variation in the visual cortex
connectivity among
individuals who can see,” said
Dr Striem-Amit, who heads
the Sensory and Motor
Plasticity Lab at Georgetown.
“The connectivity pattern in
people born blind is more
distinct across individuals,
like a fingerprint, and remains
stable over time.

The study involved a small
sample of individuals born

blind who underwent
repeated functional MRI
scans over two  years.
Researchers used

neuroimaging techniques to

analyse neural connectivity
and found that the visual

cortex in these individuals
exhibited remarkable stability

in its connectivity patterns,
regardless of the task.

“Our study found that these
patterns did not change
significantly based on the
task-whether  participants
were localising  sounds,
identifying shapes, or resting,”
explained Dr  Amaral
“Instead, the connectivity
patterns were unique to each

individual and remained
stable over the two-year
period.

“Dr Striem-Amit emphasised
that these findings highlight
the brain's plasticity and its
ability to develop in diverse
ways, especially in the absence
of sight.

“Our findings suggest that
experiences after birth shape

the diverse ways our brains
can develop, potentially even
for different uses of the visual
cortex among those born
blind,” she said.

The implications of this
discovery are significant.

It suggests that personalised
approaches to rehabilitation
and sight restoration could be

developed based on an
individual's specific brain
connectivity profile,

potentially optimising sensory
and cognitive functions for
those with visual
impairments.

The study is published in the
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences (PNAS).
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Karnataka Guv seeks response
from M on MUDA ‘scam’

PTI® BENGALURU

arnataka Governor

Thaawar Chand Gehlot
has sought a “response” from
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
to allegations relating to the
distribution of sites by the
Mysuru Urban Development
Authority, including to his
wife Parvathi, sources in the
Congress government said on
Wednesday.
The move comes after a
delegation of BJP Legislators
met the Governor on July 25
and submitted to him a
memorandum seeking
transfer of the MUDA case to
CBI for a probe and
resignation of the Chief
Minister”’Since a
memorandum is submitted, it
is  imperative for the
Governor to seek a reply from
the Chief Minister.
Accordingly, the Governor
has asked the Chief Minister
to respond to it,’ sources in
Raj Bhavan said.
Referring to the Governor’s

doubts if he crosses the
threshold. There are
suspicions that politics is
happening,” Parameshwara
told reporters in the district
headquarters  town  of
Bagalkote”The Governor has
moved further to issue a show
cause notice. We will have to
consider it as politically-

Tamil Nadu, earlier in
Maharashtra and ~ West
Bengal. In some places these
Governors are misusing their
Constitutional position. Even
the Supreme Court has made
its observations. Several
articles have also appeared on
how the Governors are
interfering in the functioning

: I

being used. Isn't it that they
(BJP) are using them
(Governors),” the Minister
said. According to him, there
are no instances of the
Governor immediately asking
for a reply soon after a
memorandum is submitted.
“During the Ballari mining
scam there were strong
evidences for the Governor to
act but in MUDA case there is
nothing;” he said”The BJP has

action, Home Minister G motivated,” he added. of the Government exceeding
Parameshwara said there is Karnataka Information their limits,” Kharge told
reason to believe that it was Technology and reporters.

politically motivated. Biotechnology Minister “It appears, here too, the same

“He (Gehlot) has been given
some Constitutional powers.
He should function within its
framework. It will give rise to

the

Priyank Kharge alleged that
Governor is
“misused” by the BJP.
“You have seen Governors in

being

thing is happening. Already
we have said that I-T (Income
Tax Department) and ED (the
Enforcement Directorate) are

got a standard operating
procedure to let the I-T, ED
loose (on its opponents) and
misusing the Governors,
Kharge alleged.

Gutkha row: HC seeks CM, MLAS’

PTIE CHENNAI

T Madras High Court on
Wednesday asked Chief Minister M
K Stalin and a few other DMK MLAs to
submit their respective explanation to
the show cause notices issued by the
Privilege Committee in 2017 for
displaying banned gutkha sachets in the
Tamil Nadu Assembly, when they were in
the opposition.

The DMK MLAs had then displayed the
sachets to claim thy were available freely
during the then ATADMK regime.
Allowing a batch of appeals from the
Secretary, Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly, a division bench comprising
Justices S M Subramaniam and C
Kumarappan set aside the order of a
single judge, which set aside the show
cause notices issued by the Privilege
Committee.

“The Secretary of Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly, the Speaker of Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly and the Privilege
Committee of Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly shall proceed with the show
cause notice (SCN), issued to the
contesting respondents, by following the
due process under the Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly Rules and take final
decision on merits and in accordance
with law as expeditiously as possible”, the
bench added.

The bench said in view of the legal
position and having not convinced with
the reasoning given by the single judge
for setting aside the show cause notice, it
was of the firm opinion that the ‘SCN’
issued must reach its logical conclusion
by following the due process as
contemplated under the Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly Rules.

The bench said the powers of the
Committee of Privileges and the powers
of the Speaker of the House would not
lapse merely on account of change of
Government. The notice issued by the
Privilege Committee was relating to
disciplinary affairs of the House.
Therefore, the proceedings will not lapse
merely for the reason that the opposition
party turned to be the ruling party.

The nature of proceedings require a
decision to be taken on merits by
following due process contemplated
under the Assembly Rules.

Therefore, by setting aside the ‘SCN;
issues relating to disciplinary matters
inside the House, cannot be buried, the
bench added.

The bench said, “it is we the people of
India who constituted the Assembly
under the Indian Constitution.

The assembly proceedings are to be
conducted in the manner prescribed.
Actions initiated must be concluded by
following the procedures as stipulated
under the rules”, the bench added.

It said issues such as breach of privileges
cannot be washed away after dissolution
of each and every assembly.

The Assembly and the Committee of
Privileges constituted thereunder must
deliberate on the issues relating to
privilege breach and arrive at conclusions
in the best interest of the Assembly
representing the people of Tamil Nadu,
the bench added.

The sovereign nature of the Assembly
must be respected under all
circumstances and the internal conduct
should be carried on smoothly for which
Rules and privileges have been
formulated. And any such breach of the
same must be dealt with in accordance
with the principles enshrined under the
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Rules
and the Constitution of India, the bench
added.It further said the legislative
assembly was a floor to voice out the
concerns of the people and the privileges
were extended to the members
representing the people in the Assembly
to perform their functions without any

response to privilege brah notice

undue interference and to carry on the
legislative affairs of the House in a
smooth manner.

Such privileges were to be valued in the
interest of the people for whom the
legislative assembly functions.

In a democracy, people were always
supreme and the assembly functioning in
the interest of the people must ensure
that its sovereignty and dignity remain
protected under all circumstances, the
bench added.

The bench said the privileges were a part
of the inherent nature of the House and
the dissolution of an assembly does not
dissolve the privileges of its members
once it was reconstituted.

Similarly, breach of the privileges, if any,
does not lapse with the dissolution of the
assembly.

It gets carried forward to the new
Committee of Privileges to be
constituted by the Speaker and was left
before them for further deliberations.

If the argument of senior counsel N R
Elango was adopted, that breach of
privilege lapses with dissolution of an
assembly, the very purpose behind
privileges granted to the members of the
assembly become meaningless.

Utter chaos may ensue where every
member will be motivated to not take
the privileges seriously thereby leading
to breaches and after the end of the
term, on dissolution of assembly, all
such proceedings lapse and this shall go
on in an endless fashion, the bench
added.

Villages in South
(02 oppose Sunburn
fest for promoting
frug culture

PTI W PANAJI

Several villages in South
Goa district have passed
resolutions  against  the
Electronic Dance Music
(EDM) Sunburn Festival,
which is likely to be held by
the end of this year, alleging
that it promotes drug
culture.

The stakeholders of the
tourism industry, however,
came out in support of the
festival, saying that such
events generate revenue for
the state. Seven villages in
South Goa — Chicalim,
Carmona, Nuvem, Varca,
Sarzora, Chinchinim and
Camorlim — during their
Gram Sabha meetings held
on Sunday decided to oppose
the Sunburn Festival 2024.
These villages passed the
resolutions, in which they
decided not to give
permission for the festival,
claiming that it fuels drug
culture in the State.

The resolution mentioned
that the the Sunburn Festival
should not be held in Goa as
it is a "hub for sale of drugs
and also results in several
problems for locals including
traffic congestion".

This festival was
traditionally held in North
Goa, but it is likely to be held
in South Goa this year.
When  contacted, state
Tourism Minister Rohan
Khaunte said the Sunburn
Festival organisers were yet
to apply for permission.

"We will be able to make any
statement on the festival only
after they apply for it," he
said. Meanwhile, Travel and
Tourism Association of Goa
(TTAG), an  umbrella
organisation of tourism
stakeholders, supported the
festival, saying such events
generate revenue to the scale
of around 3200 crore.
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Zika virus testing
can now be done
at AIIMS Rajkot

PTI M RAJKOT

he All India Institute of

Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
in Gujarat's Rajkot has been
recognised as a facility for the
screening of Zika virus, cutting
down on the need for swab
samples to be sent to the
National Institute of Virology
(NIV) at Pune in adjoining
Maharashtra, an official said
on Wednesday.
"Our centre has been
recognised for the screening of
Zika virus (by Indian Council
of Medical Research). We have
received kits from the NIV, and
are going to begin the tests very
soon," said Ashwini Agarwal,
professor and head of the
department of microbiology at
AIIMS Rajkot.
He said the new testing centre
at AIIMS will become
operational from next week.
Agarwal informed that the
central government has also
sanctioned a  biosafety
laboratory at AIIMS Rajkot
that deals with highly
infectious and pathogenic
organisms. "BSL 3 (biosafety
level 3) lab has been
sanctioned, and its
construction will begin next
month," he said.
After the centre for Zika virus
testing at AIIMS Rajkot
becomes operational, results of
samples of suspected cases will
be known within 24 hours.

When samples from Gujarat
were sent to the Pune-based
NIV, it took from one week to
up to a month for
confirmation.

"The centre will make the test
results of suspected Zika virus
patients known within 24
hours. Samples collected for
surveillance purpose will take
some time," he said.

The Zika virus disease is
transmitted through the bite of
an infected Aedes mosquito,
which is also known to
transmit infections like dengue
and chikungunya. The virus
was first identified in Uganda
in 1947. Thirteen cases of Zika
virus — three from Karnataka
and 10 from Maharashtra —
were reported till July 22 this
year, Minister of State for
Health Anupriya Patel had said
in the Rajya Sabha on Tuesday.
In 2023, the country had
witnessed 23 cases of Zika
virus, while two infections
were seen in 2022 and 234 in
2021.

Gujarat had last reported three
cases of the disease in 2017.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi  had  inaugurated
Gujarat's first AIIMS at Rajkot
on February 25 this year.
Spread across 201 acres, Rajkot
AIIMS is a world-class hospital
with 720 beds, including the
ICU. The multispecialty
medical facility was built at a
cost of Rs 1,195 crore.

ED raids Himachal Cong MLA,
CM'’s associate in fraud case

PTIE SHIMLA

T Enforcement
Directorate on Wednesday
raided the premises of
Himachal Pradesh Congress
MLA R S Bali, some private
hospitals and their promoters
as part of a money laundering
probe linked to the alleged
Ayushman Bharat scheme
fraud, officials said.

About 19 locations in Shimla,
Kangra, Una, Mandi and Kullu
districts of the state apart from
those in Delhi, Chandigarh and
Punjab are being searched
since morning, they said.

The premises of Bali, a
legislator ~ from  Nagrota
assembly seat, Fortis Hospital
in Kangra (promoted by Bali’s
company Himachal Healthcare
Pvt Ltd.), Balaji Hospital in
Kangra and its promoter
Rajesh Sharma are being
raided. Sharma, according to
the officials, is a “close
associate” of Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu. He
gave up his ticket for the recent
Dehra assembly bypoll for
Sukhu’s wife Kamlesh Thakur.
She won the bypoll.

Bali is also the chairman of
Himachal Pradesh Tourism
Development Corporation and
the vice-chairman of the
Himachal Pradesh Tourism
Development Board.

The money laundering case
filed on July 16 stems from a
January 2023 FIR registered by
the state vigilance and anti-
corruption bureau against one
Kiran Soni, Una-based Shri

Banke Bihari Hospital and
others for allegedly generating
“fake” AB-PMJAY (Ayushman
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojna) cards.

The ED has alleged that many
medical bills were generated on
such “fake” cards, causing a loss
to the exchequer and the public
with the total “proceeds of
crime” in this case estimated to
be around Rs 25 crore.

The agency found that a total of
8,937 Ayushman Bharat golden
cards have been scrapped in the
state for alleged violation of the
AB-PMJAY scheme till now.It
alleged that Bankey Bihari
Hospital, Fortis Hospital, Shri
Balaji Hospital, Sood Nursing
Home and Sri Harihar Hospital
among others availed “illegal
benefits” under the AB-PMJAY
scheme.

As many as 373 fake Ayushman
cards have been identified and
claims of $40,68,150 were
made for reimbursement from

the government in the name of
treatment given to some
Ayushman Bharat
beneficiaries, the agency found.
List of such “fake” beneficiaries
included one Rajnish Kumar
and Pooja Dhiman who
“denied” possession or any
information of a PMJAY card
issued to them, the ED found.
They never underwent any
such treatment in any of these
hospitals, the ED claimed.

The accused hospitals made
claims for treatments, surgery,
admission which were actually
never given or performed upon
the patients, it said.

In an another instance, Raksha
Devi was “denied” admission in
the hospital and her package
was “dishonestly and illegally”
blocked.The accused hospitals
were “de-empanelled” from the
Ayushman Bharat scheme for
illegal practices and non-
compliance of procedures and
guidelines, the agency claimed.

CM: Reach out

to investors,
industrialists who
gave up on Andhra

PTI B AMARAVATI

ndhra Pradesh Chief

Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu on Wednesday directed
officials to reach out to
industrialists and investors
who had forged agreements
with the state but later
abandoned them due to
alleged mishandling by the
erstwhile YSRCP government.
The Chief Minister
highlighted that he himself
will step in to woo them back
if needed during a review of
the Department of Industries
today, which delved on the
deals signed in the past 10
years. "Negotiate with the
industrialists who turned their
backs on the state even after
forging agreements with it due
to the policies of the YSRCP
government. If needed, I will
personally talk to them,"
Naidu said in an official press
release.
According to the CM, the
erstwhile TDP government
between 2014 and 2019 had
signed agreements worth Rs
16 lakh crore and alleged that
the YS Jagan Mohan Reddy-
led government had later
driven them away with its
policies.
Officials informed the CM
that land pooling for industrial
needs was allegedly diverted
for other purposes during the
YSRCP regime, which
included setting aside 1,382
acres of land for welfare house
sites.
The TDP chief underscored
that 14,125 acres of land was
made available through 64
industrial parks between 2014
and 2019 and observed that
only 31 such parks were made
available by the YSRCP
government.
Noting that this kind of
discouraging developments
dampened the spirit of
investors, Naidu exhorted that
there is a new need to instill
confidence in industrialists.
Instructing officials to speed
up work in the projects which
have already taken off, the CM
called for the completion of
projects worth Rs 1 lakh crore
within this year to enable the
employment of over 1.3 lakh
people. Further, he directed
officials to come up with five
new policies on industries,
MSMEs, food processing,
electronics, IT and cloud and
textiles within the next 100

days.
Naidu emphasised that the
policies should be good

enough to attract investments
with a conducive
environment.

Moreover, he also directed
officials to design policies to
turn the southern state into a
green hydrogen and green
energy hub. Similarly, he
called for the drafting of
proposals to create four new
industrial clusters and procure
Central Government
approvals, adding that the
clusters could come up at
Kuppam, Mulapeta,
Chilamathuru and
Donakonda or Pamuru.
Naidu also deliberated on the
Rs 11,542 crore bulk drug park
at Nakkapalli, Rs 60,000 crore
NTPC green hydrogen hub
and others.

Gujarat court orders FIR for group ’s Muslim boycott call

in  Balisana
“unfortunate
communal riot” on July 16, 2023,

PTIE PATAN (GUJ)

the
of a

misused
incident

court in Gujarats Patan

district has ordered the
registration of an FIR against a
group of people for allegedly
calling for an economic boycott
of Muslims in a village after
communal violence in July last
year.
In a recent order, the court of
Judicial Magistrate First Class HP
Joshi directed the sub-inspector
of Balisana police station to
register a case on the basis of a
complaint by petitioner Makbul
Husen Sheikh and complete the
investigation in a time-bound
manner.
The petitioner had moved the
court alleging that some persons

to incite locals to boycott
Muslims and force them out of
business by cancelling the rent
agreement of their shops.

The move has affected the
businesses and livelihood of
Muslims living in the area, and
some have even been compelled
to leave the place, he said in the
petition. The court directed that
the group be booked under the
Indian Penal Code for promoting
enmity between different groups
(153-B) and circulating or
publishing statements containing
rumour or alarming news with
intent to create or promote the
feeling of enmity - 505 (2). At the
same time, the court also

observed that no offence was
made out under the IPC section
concerning hate speech - 295 (A)
- after the petitioner sought to
add it to the FIR.

Nearly two months after the riot,
Sheikh told the court, he
approached  the district
superintendent of police (SP)
with videos being shared on
social media showing some
villagers inciting others for an
economic boycott of Muslims
and forcing them out of rented
shops in the village market and
other places.

The petitioner said he moved the
court after the police did not
initiate action against those
calling for the economic boycott
of Muslims in the village.

In an earlier order, the court had

directed the police to inquire into
the matter and submit a report.
The  police  subsequently
submitted a report saying no
crime appeared to have been
committed.

The court, however, refused to
accept the  report  after
considering the video clips and
statements of affected persons
submitted by the petitioner and
directed the police to register an
FIR in an order passed on July 26.
Two groups of villagers had
clashed in Balisana on the night
of July 16, 2023, over a social
media post. Mobs targeted one
another with iron rods, pipes and
stones, leaving several injured,
after which cross-FIRs were
registered for rioting, resulting in
the arrest of several persons.



@~ RANCHI | THURSDAY | AUGUST 1, 2024

)

PAPER WITH PASSION

Halwa politics

Rahul Gandhi raises the issue of the caste
census in Parliament using halwa as a metaphor

|t all began when Leader of the Opposition of Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi used the

traditional ‘halwa’ preparation ceremony following the budget presentation to ques-

tion the involvement of marginalised community members in the budget process.
He extended the metaphor by noting that only high caste people are involved in mak-
ing the halwa who distribute it to the elite sections of population. It did not go down
well with the treasury benches and the pandemonium followed. Parliament has been
engulfed in chaos over the contentious issue of a caste census for long. This debate
not only stirred up intense discussions but also led to a significant clash between
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi and former Union Minister Anurag Thakur. Prime Minister
Modi backed Thakur. He took to Twitter saying, “this speech by my young and ener-
getic colleague Shri Anurag Thakur is a must-hear. A perfect mix of facts and humour,
exposing the dirty politics of the INDI Alliance.” Thakur had hit back at Gandhi over
his speech in the Lok Sabha saying people who do
not know their caste are asking for caste census.The
demand for a caste census has been a long-stand-
ing issue taken up by the INDIA bloc. Proponents
argue that it is crucial for understanding the socio-
economic conditions of various castes and for for-
mulating targeted welfare policies.
India has a complex caste system that significant-
ly impacts social and economic dynamics. A caste
census would help identify disparities and enable the
Government to address them more effectively. Indeed,
a comprehensive caste census would provide detailed
data on the socio-economic status of different castes.
which is vital for creating effective policies and programs aimed at uplifting margin-
alised communities. Many marginalised communities continue to face discrimina-
tion and lack of opportunities. A caste census could highlight these issues and pave
the way for targeted interventions to promote social justice.The Opposition, partic-
ularly the Congress party, has been vocal in advocating for it. Rahul Gandhi has emerged
as a leading voice, arguing that a caste census is necessary for ensuring social jus-
tice and equitable development. He contends that without accurate data, the gov-
ernment cannot effectively address the needs of marginalised communities. On the
other hand, Anurag Thakur has taken a firm stance against the opposition’s demand.
Thakur argues that the government is already implementing numerous schemes aimed
at social upliftment and that a caste census may lead to further division within soci-
ety. Thakur accused the opposition of playing divisive politics and undermining the
Government's efforts to promote inclusive development. As the pandemonium in
Parliament continues, the issue of caste census remains unresolved. The caste cen-
sus can be a turning point in deciding Government’s approach to welfare. The issue
should not die in the din of Parliament.

Delhi sinks 1n cesspool !
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of Government apathy

Recent tragedies, such as the flooding of a coaching institute basement
that claimed three young lives, highlight Delhi’'s mismanagement

istorical writings
many times create a
perspective of adu-
lation for some of
the most undeserv-
ing characters. Take the instance
of Bahadur Shah Zafar, the last
of the Mughal dynasty, whose
rule started in Shahjahanabad
and ended at Palam.
He was extended by the British
for his connivance with the
rebellious soldiers and died in
Myanmar.His ‘tragedy’ is best
known by the lines which he
penned himself before he died.
He wrote, ‘kitna hai badnasib
zafar dafn ke lie do gaz zamin bhi
na mili ku-e-yar m?’ (How
unfortunate is Zafar! For his bur-
ial; Not even two yards of land
were to be had, in the land of his
beloved.). In the popular culture,
it's seldom recalled that he was
a worthless leader, incapable of
administering, always cribbing
and too preoccupied with palace
conspiracies.Nearly 150 years
later, we in Delhi have a govern-
ment which is as Zafaresque in
its bearing as the Mughal rule in
1857.
The day leaders from INDIA
block converged in the national
Capital in the support of incar-
cerated chief minister of Delhi
Arvind Kejriwal, the same
evening his party ruled Delhi
government and the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
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presided over a catastrophe in
the flooded basement of a
coaching institute in the heart
of the national
Capital.Nobody among those
supposed to be in charge of
the city administration seems
to be mourning the loss of
three young lives.

They in typical Zafaresque
style are busy blaming one
and all possible. Kejriwal’s
regents in the Delhi govern-
ment have done their bit.
Minister Atishi Marlena has
said that she has ordered a
magisterial enquiry, which
you can bet would have no
clear finding to present. Her
colleague Saurabh Bhardwaj
has claimed that though he
holds meetings with the offi-
cials nobody listens to him.
Not to leave behind, city’s
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena too has joined
the charade blaming the city
government and the MCD for
not taking the necessary ini-
tiative to prevent such a
tragedy.

In the midst of all this, our
modern-day Zafar aka Arvind
Kejriwal would be busy pen-
ning another sob story in his
prison cell about his persecu-
tion and alleged continuous
loss of weight.How do you
expect the MCD to be func-
tional when you have a Mayor

H +m

KEJRIWAL'S
REGENTS IN THE
DELHI GOVERNMENT
HAVE DONE THEIR
BIT. MINISTER ATISHI
MARLENA HAS SAID
THAT SHE HAS
ORDERED A
MAGISTERIAL
ENQUIRY, WHICH
YOU CAN BET
WOULD HAVE NO
CLEAR FINDING TO
PRESENT

i A

who is unauthorisedly occu-
pying the chair much beyond
her term expired? Shelly
Oberoi is a beneficiary of the
political crisis engulfing Delhi.
The Lieutenant Governor
scuttled the election of the
new Mayor because the file
did not have a noted by the
Chief Minister, who could not
put his pen on the file as he
was in jail.

That was the technical reason
but the political reason was
that the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) did not want to have an
embarrassment ahead of the
Lok Sabha elections losing the
Mayoral polls. Now that the
polls are over and the BJP has
won all the seven Lok Sabha
seats in the national Capital,
the Lieutenant Governor
could have gathered suffi-
cient wisdom to allow an
election and have somebody
head the municipal body who
was authorised to do so.The
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi works through various
committees, including the
one responsible for keeping
the drains in the city clean.
Ever since the AAP came to
power in MCD in 2022 with
a thin majority, the slugfest
between AAP and BJP has
ensured that most of these
powerful committees have
remained non-functional.
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When such a stalemate has
swamped the Civic Centre,
the headquarters of the MCD,
how does one expect the city
to have civic governance?
During the last Lok Sabha
polls earlier this year, the
campaign in the city was can-
tankerous focusing mostly on
mudslinging. It was a cam-
paign where the issues about
Delhi were all lost in the bit-
ter cacophony. No wonder
even after the polls issues of
Delhi remain unaddressed.
There is no indication that it
will be addressed anytime
soon. While Kejriwal contin-
ues to play a Zafar albeit his
rule does not extend beyond
his cell in Tihar Jail, the
Centre through its represen-
tative is in the role of Nero, the
Roman emperor who once
famously said, “I have only to
appear and sing to have peace
once more in Gaul’Delhi has
been sans governance for sev-
eral years and will take sever-
al years to bring it back on the
rails.
The Centre should realise
that it cannot continue to play
Nero but intervene and save
it from the kind of destruction
that Rome faced.
(The writer is an author and
president, the Centre for
Reforms, Development ¢
Justice; views are personal)

Children play at fountains near Lal Chowk on a rainy day in Srinagar

Budget prioritises applied research

but neglects basic science

BlJU DHARMAPALAN

Promoting applied research at the cost of fundamental sciences, like
physics and ecology, could jeopardise scientific progress and innovation

he recent budget
Temphasises opera-

tionalising the
Anusandhan National
Research Fund (ANRF) for
research and prototype
development and increasing
private participation in gen-
erating funds for research.
Though these are com-
mendable, the government
should consider a few aca-
demic and research com-
munity apprehensions. One
main concern is the declin-
ing trend among
researchers and policymak-
ers towards supporting
basic science research. Basic
science, sometimes called
fundamental or pure sci-
ence, is driven by curiosity
and the quest for under-
standing the underlying
principles governing the
natural world without
immediate concern for
practical applications.
Discoveries made through
basic research often lay the
groundwork for subsequent
advancements.
For instance, a theoretical
endeavour to understand
atomic and subatomic par-
ticles and quantum
mechanics initially led to
the development of tech-

nologies such as semicon-
ductors and MRI machines.
This expansion of knowl-
edge is not merely an aca-
demic exercise; it creates a
foundation upon which
applied sciences can build.
We need good physics,
chemistry, mathematics,
and biology researchers to
do this. Unfortunately, our
teachers fail to convey the
application of basic research
to the student community.
Natural calamities are
recurring in every part of
our country. Still, we haven't
deliberated with our
researchers working in the
field of ecology, climate
studies or the environment.
Biodiversity and the envi-
ronment are the lifelines of
our planet, and we need
good researchers to study
them in the future.
Unfortunately, research in

systematics, ecology, etc.,
hardly gets the attention of
our policymakers.

We hardly have a national
institution whose mandate
is systematics or ecology,
though these are part of
many institutions as a divi-
sion. Researching with
sophisticated instruments
in the lab is comparatively
easier than researchers in
the field. Why should a
researcher spend years in a
forest studying wildlife?
They are real scientists who
are providing yeoman ser-
vice to the nation.
Unfortunately, they are not
getting enough recognition
or acceptance from our pol-
icymakers or society.
Because of this, many good
researchers passionate
about fundamental science
research are moving
towards more lucrative
areas.

This will create a cavity in
our future scientific knowl-
edge base. Policymakers
should understand that the
success we have received in
space research or health
care in recent times is
because of the strength of
the fundamental science
we have built over the peri-

od. We need to create an
environment where basic
science education and
research are promoted.
For this, the government
should allot part of the
budget for ANRF exclu-
sively for basic science
research.
The huge financial invest-
ment required for basic sci-
ence and the uncertainty of
results may deter private
entities from funding such
endeavours.But if we
neglect basic science in the
long run, our science will
suffer badly.
The stagnation of basic sci-
ence can lead to a lack of
new theories and principles,
which hinders the develop-
ment of innovative tech-
nologies and solutions. The
government should priori-
tise basic science research
in policy documents and
provide necessary support
to researchers working in
the field. We can address
emerging challenges only if
we have a robust basic sci-
ence workforce.
(The writer is an adjunct
faculty at the National
Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bengaluru; views
are personal)
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NEED FOR RAILWAY SAFETY AUTHORITY
Madam — There is an urgent need to
establish a railway safety authority as a
statutory body with powers to frame
safety standards, conduct audits, enforce
accountability, and investigate acci-
dents. Improved communication and
coordination among railway boards,
zonal railways, divisions, and produc-
tion units are essential. Increased fund-
ing for track renewal, bridge repair, sig-
naling upgrades, and coach refurbish-
ment is crucial. Advanced safety systems
like Anti-Collision Devices (ACDs),
Train Collision Avoidance System
(TCAS), Train Protection Warning
System (TPWS), and Automatic Train
Control (ATC) should be installed to
ensure passenger safety and reduce
accidents.
The recent derailment of the Howrah-
CSMT Express, resulting in two deaths
and 20 injuries, underscores the need for
these measures. Learning from Japan's
Shinkansen, which has maintained a
perfect safety record with advanced sys-
tems, could be highly beneficial.
Dimple Wadhawan| Kanpur

TRAGIC LOSS OF LIVES OF IAS ASPIRANT
Madam—The tragic loss of three civil
services aspirants who drowned in a
rain-flooded basement of a coaching
centre in Delhi is heart-wrenching.
This incident highlights the apathy
and connivance of officials who turned
a blind eye to urban planning violations.
The coaching centre flouted all safety
norms, using its basement as a library
despite regulations.

The city's drainage system, clogged
due to rampant illegal constructions,
exacerbated the situation. A thorough
investigation is necessary to fix respon-
sibility. Both state and central govern-
ments must learn from this tragedy,
review the status of urban bodies, and
strictly enforce norms to prevent such
violations. It is deplorable that the
negligence of authorities and the greed
of the coaching centre led to such a loss.

Manu Bhaker’s his

for making history by becoming the first

Indian post-independence to win two medals
in a single Olympics. Bhaker and her partner
Sarabjot Singh secured bronze in the 10M Air
Pistol Mixed Team event, defeating the Koreans
16-10.
This added to Bhaker’s earlier bronze in the
Women’s Individual 10M Air Pistol event, mak-
ing her the first Indian since Norman Pritchard

Kudos to India’s shooting ace M&nu Bhaker

Worse still is the blame game between
Delhi's state and central governments,
which overshadows the tragedy.

DVG Sankara Rao | Vizianagaram

CRICKET HAS CHANGED

Madam — Apropos the article, "The
evolution of cricket and umpiring", pub-
lished on July 22, 2024, this is my
response. Cricket has undergone meta-
morphosis of change and it has become
more and more a technology-driven
sport like most of the modern day
sports. The advent of ODIs and followed
by T20Is, including of course the IPL,
have all attracted millions of fans across
the globe and have taken the game to
its highest pedal.

English counties propelled the sport in
the late 19th century, and it was around
this time cricket went international, with
the US and Canada playing each other
first, followed by Australia's tour of
England, which led to the creation of
The Ashes. Perhaps, this period formed
the basis of the worldwide status crick-
et now has. Throughout the 20th and

E EDITOR

toric Olympic win

in 1900 to achieve such a feat. Congratulations
to the Indian shooting pair for winning the coun-
try’s second bronze medal at the Olympics.
Bhaker's composure amidst the hype is com-
mendable, and she stands as an inspiration for
every Indian youth with her dedication and love
for the sport.In closing, Manu Bhaker’s remark-
able achievements at the Olympics have etched
her name in history and brought immense pride
to India. Her success, alongside Sarabjot Singh,
in securing bronze medals in both individual and
mixed team events showcases their exceptional
talent and teamwork. Bhaker's unwavering ded-
ication and resilience serve as an inspiration to
young athletes across the nation. We extend our
heartfelt congratulations to both Manu Bhaker and
Sarabjot Singh for their outstanding performances
and wish them continued success in their future
endeavors.

Bidyut Kumar | Faridabad

21st century, cricket retained its core
rules, but later became a much more
skill-based sport. On top of this, the
technological advancements made
across the sporting world meant that
cricket was changing for players, offi-
cials and as well the spectators. ‘Ball
tracking’ is one of the key technologi-
cal innovations in the game, which not
only meant better analysis of a bowler’s
technique, but also the ability to better
read LBWs by tracking the ball’s path
trajectory.
Living at a time where T20 internation-
als have become the most popular of all
the three formats, cricket has seen a big
surge in viewership. No wonder, being
the game’s super power, India’s recent
T20 world cup win at Barbados will only
take the game to its extraordinary
heights like never before. It is one sport
that is liked by every Indian and binds
India like no other sport.
Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai

Send your feedback to;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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FROM HURT
TO HEALING

By understanding our desires and analysing our
actions, we can find ways to heal ourselves

RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ Ji

obody can hurt me without my permission, said Mahatma
N Gandhi, however, the truth is that most of us hurt each other

in our relationships and we do it because we just want to do
it. There is no larger reason for it, but it's something that just hap-
pens. According to psychologists, most people hurt someone
because they want something they think they can’t have, or have
something they don’t want. If we closely observe ourselves, then
we would find that most of us are in one of the above two condi-
tions, and we don’t know what to do about it, hence we think that
the only method of getting what we want is to hurt someone. So,
is this the only way out? Is it the right method to follow? We all
know it's wrong because it creates a lot of pain on both sides, so
why do we do it?
Simply because we don't understand how to have that thing that
we badly want or get rid of that thing that we do not need without
hurting.There may be numerous reasons for us to hurt people, how-
ever the most common of them is ‘unfulfilled expectations’ which
we all experience in our various relationships. Take for example,
we just met someone and have fallen in love with him/her. Now
before there is any kind of exchange of feelings, we just start dream-
ing about things that are totally out of context.
After a lot of pursuing, chasing and pushing, when we finally fail
to get the desired reply from the other end, we start feeling mis-
erable and then start blaming the person by saying things like ‘You

i"q'p.iii .‘_ - T

hurt me’, “You broke my heart’ etc. We should sit aside in a quiet
corner and ask ourselves whether our expectations right from the
beginning were realistic. Did the opposite person give us any incli-
nation to believe so that he/she also feels the same as we are feel-
ing? Were feelings of love mutual on both sides? When it was time
to understand what he/she was saying, we were building love cas-
tles in the air, when it was time to give some space to the oppo-
site person, we were suffocating the person with our forced love
& affection. Is this the right kind of behaviour?
Remember! Any kind of one-sided relationship is extremely painful
and maleficent because it makes you feel like a spare part in some-
one else’s life as if you aren't as important to them as they are to
you. Hence to prevent oneself from such pain and agony, it is best
to have clear communication with the person whom you have feel-
ings for. It doesn't matter what kind of a relationship you are in,
but you have got to communicate your feelings because when we
open the door of a dialogue, we open our hearts.
So always express yourself because carrying the burden of unspo-
ken words can take a toll on you. It's 100 times better to say what
you genuinely feel rather than repeating ‘I love you’ 100 times.
However, it’s so unfortunate that most of us prefer to bleed from
within and stick to our ‘no expressing’ stubbornness. A wise per-
son would thus always think about these reasons when being hurt
rather than wasting time on ‘Why me?’
So ¢’mon don’t give up so easily because life is too short for such
mundane things, just forget what hurt you but never forget what it
taught you. Learn your lessons and move on.

(The writer is a spiritual educator and popular columnist; views

are personal)
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Income tax regime

In the Budget for 2024-25, Finance Minister has made the ‘new regime’ of personal
income tax more appealing, while continuing to rationalise the capital gains tax structure

n the Union Budget for 2024-25,:

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman :

has endeavoured to make the ‘new :

regime’ of personal income tax (PIT) :

a bit more attractive besides continu- :
ing the process of ‘rationalising’ and ‘sim-
plifying the structure of capital gains tax :
(CGT) that was started in her budget for FY :
2023-24. Sitharaman had introduced the :
new PIT regime in the Budget for 2020-
21.Even while retaining a 5 per cent tax for :
annual income in the Rs 250,001-Rs 500,000 :
range (as under the old regime before 2020-
21), on income higher than Rs 500,000, the :
government levied: 10 per cent on Rs:
500,001-Rs 750,000; 15 per cent on Rs':
750,001-Rs 1,000,000; 20 per cent on Rs :
1,000,001-Rs 1,250,000; 25 per cent on Rs :
1,250,001-Rs 1,500,000. For income above :
Rs 1,500,000, the 30 per cent tax contin- :

i ek B SRS N CASES WHERE
- THE STRATEGIC
- SALE IS MOOTED,

However, individuals were given the choice
to go either for the new regime or contin- : THE GOVT FACES

tions on long-term investments up to a max-
imum of Rs 375,000, none was allowed :
under the new regime.

ue with the old regime.In the Budget for A BIGGER
2023-24, she altered the tax new structure :
to provide for nil tax on income up flo Rs: CHALLENGE AS
300,000; 5 per cent tax on income in the Rs :
300,001-Rs 600,000 bracket; 10 per cent in : APART FROM A
the Rs 600,001-Rs 900,000 bracket; 15 per : :
cent in Rs 900,001-Rs 1,200,000; 20 per cent : FAVOURABLE
in Rs 1,200,001-1,500,000; and 30 per cent : MARKET, IT:
on above Rs 1,500,000. Besides, salaried per- : :
sons and pensioners can also claim a stan- : NEEDS BIDDERS
dard deduction of Rs 50,000.This was :
much better than the 2020-21 package. WITH DEEP
Under it, a person with an annual income : POCKETS

of say Rs 1,500,000 needs to pay Rs 140,000 :
as tax when compared to Rs 150,000 :
payable under the old regime albeit with tax
breaks. Besides, the former left the person :
with cash-in-hand of Rs 1,360,000 against
only Rs 975,000 under the old regime (after :
paying tax Rs 150,000 and investment Rs :
375,000). Furthermore, under the new :
(modified) regime a salaried person won't :
have to pay any tax on annual income up :
to Rs 750,000.In the Budget for 2024-25, the :
FM has further tweaked the slabs to provide :

i for nil tax on income up to Rs
: 300,000; 5 per cent tax on income
i in the Rs 300,001- Rs 700,000
: bracket; 10 per cent in the Rs
i 700,001-Rs 1000,000 brackets; 15

per cent in Rs 1000,001- Rs

1,200,000; 20 per cent in Rs
¢ 1,200,001-1,500,000; and 30 per cent
: on above Rs 1,500,000. Besides,
: salaried persons and pensioners can
i now claim a standard deduction of
: Rs 75,000.For a person with an
i annual income of Rs 1,500,000,
i these changes will yield an incre-
: mental savings of Rs 15,000 over the
¢ tax payable as per the 2023-24 bud-

get. She will need to pay only Rs

125,000 as tax. Moreover, a salaried
: person won't have to pay any tax on
i annual income up to Rs 825,000 up

from Rs 750,000 earlier. Already,
nearly two-thirds of those filing IT
returns have shifted to the new tax
regime.

The additional sweetener from the
2024-25 budget will incentivize
more persons to shift. Coming to
CGT, the subsisting tax rates varied
widely depending on the asset such
as equity shares, bonds, physical
assets, listed or unlisted, holding
period, etc. This was prone to arbi-
trage/misuse, evasion and protract-
ed litigation.Last year, the govern-
ment began the process of reform-
ing it. In the Finance Bill, 2023
passed by the Lok Sabha on March
24,2023, itamended to change the

: tax treatment of capital gains from

non-equity or debt mutual funds

: (DMF). DMF is a scheme that
¢ invests in fixed-income instru-
i ments, such as corporate and gov-
: ernment bonds, corporate debt
¢ securities, money market instru-
i ments etc. that offer capital appre-
i ciation.

¢ Earlier, any capital gain on redemp-
i tion of units in a debt fund held for
¢ three years or longer was treated as
¢ long-term capital gain (LTCG) and
- taxed at a flat 20 per cent with the

benefit of indexation (it adjusts the
cost of a persons investment to
account for inflation, effectively
reducing her capital gains and in
turn, her tax liability). Any capital
gain on redemption of units before
three years was treated as short-term
capital gain (STCG) and taxed at an
individual’s income tax (albeit per-
sonal) slab rate.

The amendment dispensed with
this distinction in the case of
‘Specified mutual funds’ (SMFs)
which essentially refer to mutual
funds where not more than 35 per
cent of their total proceeds are
invested in equity shares of domes-
tic companies. As a result, gains aris-
ing from SMFs irrespective of the
period for which the units are held
by investors are deemed STCGs and
hence, liable to tax at the rate
applicable to the slab in which their
total income falls.

The new tax treatment effective
from April 1, 2023, also applied to
exchange-traded funds (ETFs), gold
funds, outbound mutual funds
equity funds etc.In the budget for
2024-25, the FM has gone for a
major overhaul of the CGT regime.
For all categories of assets — finan-
cial or physical, listed or unlisted —
except debt and non-equity MFs
and unlisted bonds, long-term cap-
ital gains (LTCG) will attract tax at
a uniform rate of 12.5 per cent. The
holding period for deciding long-
term is 24 months except in the case
of stocks, equity mutual funds and
REITs/InVITs where the threshold
is 12 months. In the case of debt and
non-equity MFs and unlisted bonds,
the gains will be taxed at the applic-
able slab rate. For assets held for
less than 24 months, short-term
capital gains (STCG) will be taxed
at the applicable slab rate. However,
in the case of stocks, equity mutu-
al funds, listed bonds and
REITs/InVITs, the STGC will be
taxed at 20 per cent. This is up from
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15 per cent levied earlier. Pertinently,
for these instruments, even the
LTCG tax of 12.5 per cent is high-
er than the 10 per cent levied ear-
lier.Three broad messages emanate
from these changes.
First, these reward long-term
investors who will now pay LTCG
of 12.5 per cent down from 20 per
cent or the applicable slab rate (gen-
erally 39 per cent) earlier depend-
ing on the asset class. A higher
annual exemption limit of Rs
125,000 (up from the existing Rs
100,000) from LTCG from stocks
and equity MFs is an added sweet-
ener.Second, while reducing the
LTCG tax rate, FM has taken away
the benefit of indexation.
This way she has plugged a major
source of revenue loss in the real
estate sector whereby developers
could drastically reduce the tax
outgo by taking advantage of index-
ation. However, owners of old
houses acquired before 2001 (ances-
tral property) have been spared as
they will continue to get indexation
benefits. Third, investors looking
for short-term gains pay more as the
STCG tax rate on stocks and equi-
ty mutual funds now is 20 per cent
up from 15 per cent earlier.
These persons being mostly rich
persons/high net-worth individuals
with surplus funds, Sitharaman’s
endeavour to collect more tax from
them is fully justified.The new
CGT regime is undoubtedly a big
improvement. However, the govern-
ment should aim at a structure
where irrespective of the asset class,
listed or unlisted and the holding
period, the capital gains arising
therefrom are an addition to her
income in the relevant year.
Therefore, tax should be levied at
the rate applicable to the slab his
total income falls in (all sources put
together).

(The writer is a policy analyst;

views are personal)

The OT'T platforms are redefining star power and entertainment
These platforms not only showcase diverse stories and talents but also help actors reach a global audience and achieve instant stardom

entertainment landscape,

Over-the-Top (OTT) plat-
forms have emerged as a pow-
erful force in redefining how
we consume content and per-
ceive celebrity status. These
platforms have not only revo-
lutionized the way stories are
told but also introduced a
new breed of superstars, offer-
ing actors opportunities to
gain recognition and connect
with audiences on a global
scale that rivals traditional
commercial movie stardom.
The accessibility of content
through platforms like Netflix,
Amazon Prime, and Disney+
has disrupted the established
order in both Hollywood and
Bollywood. Unlike conven-
tional cinema, where fame
often dictated success, OTT
platforms prioritize diverse

In today's rapidly changing
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storytelling and talent. This
shift has empowered actors
who were previously relegated
to supporting roles or lesser-
known projects to take center
stage and achieve instant fame.
For instance, actors like
Nawazuddin Siddiqui, Pankaj
Tripathi, Vijay Varma, and
Jaideep Ahlawat in India, along
with Phoebe Waller-Bridge in
the West, have risen to star-
dom through standout perfor-
mances on OTT platforms.

These digital stages provide a
unique opportunity for actors
to connect with audiences
worldwide, transcending bor-
ders and cultural boundaries.
OTT platforms have also given
rise to a new form of celebri-
ty influence, one that values
performance, quality, and
character relatability over tra-
ditional box office metrics. The
popularity of these stars is
rooted in their ability to con-
nect with audiences through
captivating stories and authen-
tic performances.

This evolution has opened
doors for exploring a wide
range of genres and unconven-
tional characters, allowing
actors to showcase their versa-
tility and depth. By stepping
beyond the typical main char-
acter archetypes, actors now
have the opportunity to por-

tray complex roles that not
only highlight their talent but
also solidify their star status
and diversity their portfolios.
What sets OTT stars apart is
their relatability and authentic-
ity, which enhances their
appeal. Unlike traditional
movie icons who are often
seen as larger-than-life figures,
OTT stars are perceived as
more down-to-earth and relat-
able. This relatability translates
into strong brand value, as
audiences feel a deeper con-
nection to these actors and
their on-screen personas. OTT
platforms also serve as a hub
for brand collaborations,
where actors endorse products
that align with their on-screen
personas. This integration of
content and commerce has
opened up new avenues for
revenue generation for actors,

while also boosting their brand
image. Additionally, OTT plat-
forms have the distinct advan-
tage of reaching a larger and
more diverse audience, further
enhancing their appeal.

The influence of OTT plat-
forms is also evident in how
they have breathed new life
into theatrical releases. There
is now a 'reverse osmosis"

effect where movies that may
have had limited box office
runs or regional appeal find
broader audiences and
renewed popularity when
released on streaming ser-
vices. Moreover, the allure of
OTT platforms has attracted
big stars and celebrated direc-
tors to create original content
specifically for streaming audi-
ences. Renowned filmmakers
and top-tier actors, who tradi-
tionally dominated the theatri-
cal space, are now embracing
the creative freedom and
diverse storytelling opportuni-
ties offered by OTT platforms.
High-profile projects like
Martin Scorsese's "The
Irishman" on Netflix and
Sanjay Leela Bhansali's
"Heeramandi" are prime
examples of this shift. During
the COVID-19 pandemic,

when theaters were shut down,
OTT platforms not only sus-
tained the entertainment
industry but also thrived as the
sole infotainment channel for
audiences.

The era of DVD rentals and
brick-and-mortar video stores
has given way to the conve-
nience of streaming services,
which offer a vast library of
movies and TV shows at the
click of a button. Streaming
platforms have emerged as
launchpads for movies and
series that gain immense pop-
ularity, often surpassing tradi-
tional cinema. Shows like
"Stranger Things," "Money
Heist," and "Sacred Games"
have garnered cult followings,
turning their actors into glob-
al sensations. The viral nature
of streaming content, com-

bined with its global accessibil-

ity, can catapult relatively
unknown actors and smaller
productions into the lime-
light, achieving a level of fame
that rivals big-budget block-
busters. OTT platforms also
cater to niche audiences by
offering content that may not
have widespread commercial
appeal but resonates deeply
with specific viewer groups.
This has allowed for a variety
of stories and genres to thrive,
from indie films to experimen-
tal series. By tapping into
these niche markets, OTT
platforms have redefined the
concept of a "hit," allowing for
diverse forms of success that go
beyond traditional box office.
(The writer is former Addl.
DG DFF & Festival Director
IFFI, Views are personal.
Inputs: Zoya Ahmad,
Vaishnavie Srinivasan)
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Hamas

AP W BEIRUT

Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh was killed by a
predawn airstrike in the
Iranian capital Wednesday,
Iran and the militant group
said, blaming Israel for a shock
assassination that risks escalat-
ing the conflict even as the US
and other nations were scram-
bling to prevent an all-out
regional war. Iran’s supreme
leader vowed revenge against
Israel.

There was no immediate com-
ment from Israel, which has
pledged to kill Haniyeh and
other Hamas leaders over the
groups October 7 attack on
southern Israel. The strike
came just after Haniyeh had
attended the inauguration of
Iran’s new president in Tehran
— and only hours after Israel
targeted a top commander in
Iran’s ally Hezbollah in the
Lebanese capital Beirut. The
assassination of Hamas top
political leader was potential-
ly explosive amid the region’s
volatile, intertwined conflicts
— because of its target, its tim-
ing and the decision to carry it
out in Tehran. Most dangerous
was the potential to push Iran
and Israel into direct con-
frontation if Iran retaliates.
“We consider his revenge as
our duty, Iranian supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
said in a statement on his offi-
cial website. He said Israel
had “prepared a harsh punish-
ment for itself” by killing “a
dear guest in our home”
Bitter regional rivals, Israel
and Iran risked plunging into
war earlier this year when
Israel hit Iran’s embassy in
Damascus in April. Iran retal-
iated and Israel countered in an
unprecedented exchange of
strikes on each other’s soil, but
international efforts succeed-

leader Ismai
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ed in containing that cycle
before it spun out of control.
Haniyeh’s killing could also
prompt Hamas to pull out of
negotiations for a cease-fire
and hostage release deal in the
10-month-old war in Gaza,
which US mediators had said
were making progress. And it
could inflame already height-
ening tensions between Israel
and Hezbollah — which inter-
national diplomats were trying
to contain after a weekend
rocket attack that killed 12
young people in the Israeli-
controlled Golan Heights.
Tuesday evening, Israel carried
out a rare strike in the
Lebanese capital that it said
killed a top Hezbollah com-
mander allegedly behind the
rocket strike. Hezbollah, which
denied any role in the Golan
strike, said Wednesday that it
was still searching for the body
of Fouad Shukur in the rubble
of the building that was hit in
a Beirut suburb, killing two
women and two children,
according to the Lebanese
Health Ministry. There was no
immediate reaction from the
White House to the killing of
Haniyeh. A key question was
whether Israel told its top ally

the US ahead of time about the
strike.

Asked about Haniyeh’s killing
during a visit to Singapore, US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said, “This is some-
thing we were not aware of or
involved in”

Speaking to Channel News
Asia, Blinken said he would
not speculate about the impact
on cease-fire efforts. “But I can
tell you that the imperative of
getting a cease-fire, the impor-
tance that that has for every-
one, remains.”

In Manila, US Secretary of
Defense Lloyd Austin said he
still had hopes for a diplomat-
ic solution on the Israeli-
Lebanon border. “T don’t think
that war is inevitable,” he said.
“I maintain that. I think there’s
always room and opportunity
for diplomacy, and Id like to
see parties pursue those oppor-
tunities”

But international diplomats
trying to defuse tensions were
alarmed. One Western diplo-
mat, whose country has
worked to prevent an Israeli-
Hezbollah escalation, said the
double strikes in Beirut and
Tehran have “almost killed”
hopes for a Gaza cease-fire and
could push the Middle East
into a “devastating regional
war” The diplomat spoke on
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss the sensitive situation.
An Israeli military spokesman
declined to comment. Israel
often doesnt comment on
assassinations carried out by its
Mossad intelligence agency or
strikes on other countries. In
a statement by his office, Israeli
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant
said Israel doesn't want war
after its strike on the Hezbollah
commander in Beirut, “but
we are preparing for all possi-
bilities.” He did not mention
the Haniyeh killing.

The killing of Haniyeh abroad
comes as Israel has not had a
clear success in killing the
group’s top leadership in Gaza,
who are believed to be primar-
ily responsible for planning the
October 7 attack, after nearly
10 months of fighting in the
enclave.

Earlier this month, Israel car-
ried out a strike in Gaza target-
ing the head of Hamas military
wing, Mohammed Deif, killing
at least 90 Palestinians living in
nearby tents, according to
Gaza health authorities. Israel
said it believed Deif was killed,
but neither it nor Hamas has
confirmed his death.

More elusive has been Hamas’
top leader in Gaza, Yehya
Sinwar, believed to be the mas-
termind of Hamas’ brutal sur-
prise assault into southern
Israel, during which militants
killed some 1,200 people and
abducted 250 others.
Haniyeh left the Gaza Strip in
2019 and had lived in exile in
Qatar. Israel has targeted
Hamas figures in Lebanon and
Syria during the war — but
going after Haniyeh in Iran was
vastly more sensitive. But Israel
has operated there in the past:
It is suspected of running a
yearslong assassination cam-
paign against Iranian nuclear
scientists. In 2020, a top
Iranian military nuclear scien-
tist, Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, was
killed by a remote-controlled
machine gun while traveling in
a car outside Tehran. During
Haniyel’s last hours in Iran —
a close ally of Hamas — he was
smiling and clapping at the
inauguration ceremony of the
new President Masoud
Pezeshkian. AP photos showed
him seated alongside leaders
from the Palestinian Islamic
Jihad militant group and
Hezbollah, and Iranian media
showed him and Pezeshkian

China flays Haniyeh killings;
warns of deeper chaos

Beijing (PTI): Strongly condemning the
assassination of the Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Tehran, China — which brokered
a unity deal between various Palestine groups
last week — on Wednesday warned that the
killing could plunge the region into deeper

chaos.

Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Lin Jian
told a media briefing here that Beijing strong-
ly opposed the assassination of Haniyeh,
whose Hamas group took part in the unity
talks along with 14 Palestine factions in
Beijing sponsored by China. Haniyeh, Hamas’
supreme leader, was killed in an airstrike in
Tehran early Wednesday. He was in exile and
was on Israel’s hit list after the militant group
launched a surprise attack on Israel on
October 7 last year. “China has always advo-
cated resolving regional disputes through

hugging. Haniyeh had met
earlier with Khamenei. Hours
later, the strike hit a residence
Haniyeh uses in Tehran, killing
him, Hamas said in a state-
ment. One of his bodyguards
was also killed, Iranian officials
said.

Iran’s powerful Revolutionary
Guard warned Israel will face
a “harsh and painful response”
from Iran and its allies around
the region because of the
killing. An influential Iranian
parliamentary committee on
national security and foreign
policy was to hold an emer-
gency meeting on the strike
later Wednesday.

Hamas’ military wing said in a
statement that Haniyeh’s assas-
sination “takes the battle to
new dimensions and will have
major repercussions on the
entire region.”

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has said
Israel will continue its devas-

| killed in alleged Israeli strike

post-war Gaza.

tating campaign in Gaza until
Hamas is completely eliminat-
ed. Israel's bombardment and
offensives in Gaza have killed
more than 39,360 Palestinians
and wounded more than
90,900, according to the Gaza
Health Ministry, whose count
does not differentiate between
civilians and combatants.
After months of pounding,
Hamas has shown its fighters
can still operate in Gaza and
fire volleys of rockets into
Israel. But it is unclear if it has
the capacity to step up attacks
in retaliation over Haniyeh’s
killing.

Instead, the impact may be
regional. Besides a direct retal-
iation on Israel, Iran could
work to hike up attacks
through its allies, a coalition of
Iranian-backed groups known
as the “Axis of Resistance,
including Hezbollah, Hamas,
mainly Shiite militias in Iraq
and Syria and the Houthi

negotiation and dialogue,” Lin said, adding that
China was “deeply concerned” that the inci-
dent could lead to further turmoil in the region.
He also reiterated China’s call for a compre-
hensive and permanent ceasefire in Gaza to
avoid further escalation of the conflict. Last
week, the Chinese Foreign Ministry which
coordinated the dialogue among 14 rival fac-
tions, said the declaration was a first step to
promote a “comprehensive, durable and sus-
tainable ceasefire” in the Gaza Strip battered
by Israeli bombing. Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, who met the leaders’ factions, said
the signing of the agreement was “an impor-
tant, historic moment in the Palestinian
cause” He had also said that under the deal the
rival groups had agreed to set up an “interim
national reconciliation government” to govern
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rebels who control much of
Yemen.

As a show of support for
Hamas in the Gaza war,
Hezbollah has been exchang-
ing fire almost daily with Israel
across the Israeli-Lebanese
border in a simmering but
deadly conflict that has repeat-
edly threatened to escalate
into all-out war. The Houthis
and Iraqi and Syrian militias
have also fired rockets and
drones at Israel and at
American bases in the region,
though most have been inter-
cepted. A strike Tuesday night
southwest of the Iraqi capital
Baghdad killed four members
of one Iranian-backed militia,
Kataib Hezbollah, which has
targeted US bases previously,
according to Iraq’s Popular
Mobilization Forces, a militia
coalition. It accused the US of
being behind the strike. US
officials did not immediately
comment.

‘Palestinians
detained by
Israeli authorities
faced torture’

Geneva (AP): The UN
human rights office issued a
report Wednesday saying
Palestinians detained by
Israeli authorities since the
October 7 attacks faced
waterboarding, sleep depriva-
tion, electric shocks, the
release of dogs, and other
forms of torture and mistreat-
ment.

The report said Israel’s
prison service held more than
9,400 “security detainees” as
of the end of June, and some
have been held in secret with-
out access to lawyers or
respect for their legal rights.
A summary of the report,
based on interviews with for-
mer detainees and other
sources, decried a “stagger-
ing” number of detainees —
including men, women, chil-
dren, journalists and human
rights defenders — and said
such practices raise concerns
about arbitrary detention.
“The testimonies gathered
by my office and other enti-
ties indicate a range of
appalling acts, such as water-
boarding and the release of
dogs on detainees, amongst
other acts, in flagrant viola-
tion of international human
rights law and international
humanitarian law,” said UN
Human Rights Chief Volker
Turk in a statement.Findings
in the report, one of the most
extensive of its kind, could be
used by International
Criminal Court (ICC) pros-
ecutors who are looking into
crimes committed in con-
nection with Hamas’ October
7 attacks and Israel’s blister-
ing ongoing military cam-
paign in Gaza.

Sudan’s military says its top commander
survived drone strike that killed five

AP W CAIRO

Sudan’s military said its top
commander, Gen. Abdel-
Fattah Burhan, survived a
drone attack on a military
graduation ceremony that
killed five people in the coun-
try’s east. The military said in
a statement Wednesday that
the attack by two drones took
place in Gebeit, a town in east-
ern Sudan, after the ceremo-
ny was concluded. Military
chief Burhan, who was attend-
ing, was not hurt, according to
Lt. Col. Hassan Ibrahim, from
the military spokesman’s
office.

Sudan has been torn by war for
more than a year between the
military and a powerful para-
military group, the Rapid

Support Forces. With fighting
in the capital, Khartoum, the
military leadership largely
operates out of eastern Sudan
near the Red Sea Coast.
Videos posted by Al Araby TV
shows multiple people run-
ning along a dusty road at the
time of the drone attack, while
other footage showed people at
the graduation ceremony
apparently looking to the sky
as the drone strike hit.

The assassination attempt
comes nearly a week after
Sudan’s paramilitary leader
said that he plans to attend
cease-fire talks in Switzerland
next month arranged by the
United States and Saudi
Arabia.

Gen. Mohammed Hamdan
Dagalo, head of the Rapid

Support Forces fighting
Sudan’s army, emphasized at
the time that the talks would
become “a major step” toward
peace and stability in Sudan
and create a new state based
on “justice, equality and fed-
eral rule” The Sudanese
Foreign Ministry on Tuesday
responded to the U.S. invita-
tion to the talks in Geneva,
saying the military-controlled
Sudanese government is pre-
pared to take part but said that
any negotiation before imple-
menting  the Jeddah
Declaration “wouldn’t be
acceptable to the Sudanese
people”  The Jeddah
Declaration of Commitment
to Protect Civilians passed
last year meant to end the con-
flict, but neither side commit-

ted to its objectives.
Representatives from the
Sudanese Army and the RSE,
led by Mohamed Hamadan
Dagalo, engaged in revived
talks brokered by the U.S. and
Saudi Arabia in Jeddah, focus-
ing on the delivery of human-
itarian aid, achieving ceasefires
and paving the way toward a
permanent cessation of aggres-
sion, among other objectives.
In its Tuesday statement, the
Sudanese Foreign Ministry
accused the RSF of being the
only party that attacks cities,
villages and civilians. The mil-
itary-controlled Sudanese gov-
ernment demanded sanctions
to be imposed on “rebels to
stop their continuous aggres-
sion, end their siege on cities,
and open roads.”

Mosque targeted,
officers injured at

PTI ® LONDON

Afar—right mob targeted a
mosque in north-west
England that saw three young
girls fatally stabbed during a
peaceful vigil in their memo-
ry and around 40 police offi-
cers suffered injuries in the
disorder. According to reports,
misinformation being spread
on social media about the
ethnicity and religion of the
17-year-old male suspect in
police custody led to the riot-
ing at the mosque in
Southport on Tuesday night.
British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, who had earlier vis-
ited the site of Monday’s bru-
tal stabbing attack on a dance

studio on Hart Street, con-
demned the mobs for hijack-
ing the vigil and insulting the
grieving community with their
actions. “The people of
Southport are reeling after
the horror inflicted on them
yesterday. They deserve our
support and our respect,” said
Starmer.

“Those who have hijacked the
vigil for the victims with vio-
lence and thuggery have
insulted the community as it
grieves. They will feel the full
force of the law;” he said. Alice
Dasilva Aguiar, 9, Bebe King,
6, and Elsie Dot Stancombe, 7,
were named as the victims of
the fatal stabbing. Eight others
were seriously injured, five of

around 4
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whom remain in critical con-
dition in hospital.
Merseyside Police have said it
was currently not treating the
incident as terror-related.
“There has been much specu-
lation and hypothesis around
the status of a 17-year-old
male who is currently in police
custody and some individuals
are using this to bring violence
and disorder to our streets. We
have already said that the per-
son arrested was born in the
UK and speculation helps
nobody at this time,” said Alex
Goss, Assistant Chief
Constable of the force.

The police said 22 of its offi-
cers sustained serious injuries,
including fractures, lacera-
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tions, a suspected broken nose
and concussion. The rioters set
cars belonging to members of
the public alight, threw bricks
at the local mosque and dam-
aged a local convenience store,
and set large refuse bins on
fire.

As a result, strict legal orders
have been enforced in the
area designed to minimise
serious violence and giving
additional powers to officers to
tackle anti-social behaviour.
“Sadly, offenders have
destroyed garden walls so they
could use the bricks to attack
our officers and have set cars
belonging to the public on fire,
and damaged cars parked in
the Mosque car park.

About 8 in 10 Democrats
satisfied with Harris after
Biden drops out: Poll

Washington (AP): Vice
President Kamala Harris
appears to have energized
Democrats in the early days of
her candidacy, with the surge
in warm feelings extending
across multiple groups, includ-
ing some key Democratic con-
stituencies that had been espe-
cially tepid about President
Joe Biden, a new poll shows.
About 8 in 10 Democrats say
they would be somewhat or
very satisfied if Harris became
the Democratic nominee for
president, according to the
survey from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public
Affairs Research, which was
conducted after Biden with-
drew from the race.

In a separate AP-NORC poll,
taken before Biden dropped
out but after his debate against
former President Donald
Trump, only about 4 in 10
Democrats said they were
somewhat or very satistied that
he was the Democratic Party’s
likely nominee for president.
The rapidly changing views
among Democrats in such a
short time span underscore
how swiftly the party — from
rank-and-file voters to elected
officials — has coalesced
behind Harris as its standard-
bearer, motivated by the fresh
face at the top of the ticket and
newfound confidence in the
party’s prospects against Trump
in November. Gary Hines, a
Democrat from Philadelphia,
said he wasn't particularly
impressed by Harris’ first pres-
idential bid but now, she’s
shown “she’s up to the task, can
do the work, has proven that
she’s running a strong cam-
paign so far and maybe on a
bigger level, she’s somebody

that can beat Donald Trump”
All those factors have ignited
an enthusiasm in Hines that
wasn't there when Biden was
still in the race, he said.

“I really want to go out and
maybe knock on doors, which
I would’ve never done,” said
Hines, 68. “It’s jazzed me up
quite a bit” Americans are also
more likely to say that Harris
would make a good president
than they were earlier in July,
a shift that was primarily dri-
ven by Democrats. They still
see a tough contest looming,
though: A majority of U.S.
adults, 56%, say that if Trump
and Harris are their parties
nominees for the general elec-
tion in November, Trump is
more likely to win.Lauren
Schulman, a Democrat from
Pompano Beach, Florida, said
she admires Biden and what he
has accomplished during his
presidency. But she said with
him at the top of the ticket, “I
have just been so terrified that
we were going to lose”

‘China behind 2021 cyberattack on govt agency

AP B BERLIN

n investigation has deter-

mined that “Chinese state
actors” were responsible for a
2021  cyberattack on
Germany’s national office for
cartography, officials in Berlin
said on Wednesday. The
Chinese ambassador was sum-
moned to the Foreign Ministry
for a protest for the first time
in decades.

Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Sebastian Fischer said the
German government has “reli-
able information from our
intelligence services” about
the source of the attack on the
Federal Agency  for
Cartography and Geodesy,
which he said was carried out

“for the purpose of espionage”
“This serious cyberattack on a
federal agency shows how big
the danger is from Chinese
cyberattacks and spying,”
Interior Minister Nancy Faeser
said in a statement. “We call on
China to refrain from and
prevent such cyberattacks.
These cyberattacks threaten
the digital sovereignty of
Germany and Europe.”

Fischer declined to elaborate
on who exactly in China was
responsible. He said a Chinese
ambassador was last sum-
moned to the German Foreign
Ministry in 1989 after the
Tiananmen Square crack-
down.Germany’s attribution
of the cyberattack is the latest
case to reflect increasing ten-

sions between Berlin and
Beijing about potential secu-
rity risks posed by China. In
April, three people were arrest-
ed in Germany on suspicion of
spying for China and arrang-
ing to transfer information on
technology with potential mil-
itary uses. And an assistant to
a prominent German far-right
lawmaker in the European
Parliament was arrested on
suspicion of spying for China.
Three weeks ago, Germany
said it will bar the use of crit-
ical components made by
Chinese companies Huawei
and ZTE in core parts of the
country’s 5G networks in two
steps starting in 2026. German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s gov-
ernment last year drew up a

strategy for relations with
China that refers to a “systemic
rivalry” with the Asian power
and a need to reduce risks of
economic dependency, but
highlights Berlin’s desire to
work with Beijing on chal-
lenges such as climate change
and maintain trade ties. The
strategy drew criticism from
Beijing.In the 2021 case, the
Interior Ministry said that
part of the cartography
agency’s network was compro-
mised but further malware
wasn't found. It said the attack-
er was successfully kicked out
of the network, and the agency
— which provides official geo-
data for Germany — under-
took a series of measures to
improve its IT security.

Storm disrupts
high-speed
trains from Paris

Paris (AP): A local storm on
Wednesday interrupted all high-
speed train traffic connecting
Paris to the southeast of the
country as well as Switzerland in
both directions, France’s rail
company said, leaving thou-
sands of travellers stranded amid
the Olympics and departures for
summer vacation. The SNCF
said all the fast trains leaving
from and arriving at the Gare de
Lyon train station in the French
capital were immobilised due to
a tree that fell on the tracks and
was hit by a train in Burgundy.
Regular-speed trains use separate
tracks and haven't been affected.
Authorities cut the power off the
track, but initial observations
showed the matter won't be
fixed quickly, the SNCF said,
adding that all on that line were
being brought back to a station
in order to help people.

‘US-Mexico border arrests
expected to drop by 30%’

San Diego (AP): United States-Mexico border
arrests have plummeted about 30 per cent in
July to a new low for Joe Biden’s presidency, US
authorities said, raising prospects that a tem-
porary ban on asylum may be lifted soon.

The US Border Patrol is expected to arrest
migrants about 57,000 times during the month,
down from 83,536 arrests in June, the previ-
ous low mark of Biden’s presidency, according
to two US Customs and Border Protection offi-
cials who spoke to The Associated Press on
Wednesday on the condition of anonymity
because the figures had not been released pub-
licly. It would be the lowest monthly tally since
40,507 arrests in September 2020, when the
coronavirus pandemic slowed movement
across borders in many countries, including to

the United States.

Even before Biden's Democratic administration
invoked powers to suspend asylum on June 5,
border arrests had fallen by about half from a
record-high of 250,000 in December amid
increased Mexican enforcement. Since June 5,
arrests have fallen by half again, helping the
White House fend off attacks by former
President Donald Trump and other

gally.

Republicans that Democrats, including Vice
President Kamala Harris, have allowed the bor-
der to spiral out of control. The asylum halt
would end if daily arrests drop below 1,500 over
a seven-day average, a scenario that Customs
and Border Protection officials are preparing
for with arrests now hovering 1,600 to 1,700
day. The halt would be reinstated if arrests reach
a seven-day daily average of 2,500, a threshold
of “emergency border circumstances” that
was immediately met when the restrictions took
effect in June. Immigrant advocacy groups are
challenging the asylum measures in court.
Under the halt, US authorities deny a chance
at asylum to anyone who crosses the border ille-

Unaccompanied children are exempt, and

others may seek asylum-like forms of protec-

tion that allow them to stay in the United States
with a higher bar and fewer benefits, like the
United Nations Convention Against Torture.
Asked to comment on July numbers, the
Department of Homeland Security on
Wednesday referred to a statement last week
that arrests had dropped 55 per cent since asy-
lum restrictions took effect.

Carter Center unable to
verify Venezuela poll
results, bhlasts officials

i g =
Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado,
Gonzalez hold up vote tally sheets from the

left, and opposition candidate Edmundo
top of a truck during a protest against the

official presidential election results declaring President Nicolas Maduro the winner

in Caracas, Venezuela, on Tuesdaytwo days after the election.

AP/PTI

AP B CARACAS

he Carter Center said it was

unable to verify the results
of Venezuelas presidential elec-
tion, blaming authorities for a
“complete lack of transparen-
cy” in declaring Nicolas
Maduro the winner without
providing any individual
polling tallies. The statement
Tuesday night by the Atlanta-
based group is perhaps the
harshest rebuke yet of
Venezuelas chaotic election
process because it comes from
one of just a handful of outside
groups invited by the Maduro
government to observe the
vote.
“The electoral authority’s fail-
ure to announce disaggregat-
ed results by polling station
constitutes a serious breach of
electoral principles,” the Carter
Center said. The group, which
had a technical mission of 17
experts spread out in four
cities across Venezuela, added
that the election did not meet

international standards and
“cannot be considered demo-
cratic”

The Carter Center’s harsh crit-
icism capped a second long day
of protests against the results
by opponents of Maduro who
said their candidate, Edmundo
Gonzalez, trounced the incum-
bent by a more than two-to-
one margin.

Maduros government hasn’t
taken lightly to the criticism
and ratcheted up their attacks
on their opponents Tuesday,
with some allies suggesting
the opposition’s most influen-
tial leader and a presidential
candidate be arrested.

A day after Maduro was
declared the winner by a
National Electoral Council that
is loyal to him and the ruling
party, the attacks, which were
aired on national television,
followed the opposition’s sur-
prise release of detailed voting
data that it said shows that
Edmundo Gonzalez won by a
landslide.
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Hasina seeks cooperation from UN,
to conduct probe into violence

PTI W DHAKA

angladesh Prime Minister

Sheikh  Hasina on
Wednesday sought cooperation
from the United Nations and
other international organisa-
tions to conduct a proper inves-
tigation into the recent nation-
wide violence during the anti-
quota agitation to punish the
real culprits involved in the
attacks.Bangladesh witnessed
violent clashes between the
police and mostly student pro-
testers demanding an end to a
controversial quota system that
reserved 30 per cent of govern-
ment jobs for relatives of vet-
erans who fought in
Bangladesh’s War  of
Independence in 1971.
“We’re seeking UN and other
international organisations’
cooperation for a fair and
proper investigation into the
matter;” Hasina said, adding
that the people involved in the
violence must be brought to
justice.
“Because I know I have no neg-
ligence to this end,” she was
quoted as saying by the Dhaka
Tribune newspaper.
Speaking at an event, she came
down heavily on those who
were involved in damaging
public properties alongside
killing many people and thus

tarnishing the country’s image.
“My question is who has gained
what (through the mayhem)?
Why was there bloodshed?” she
asked.

The prime minister said they
have already formed a one-
member judicial probe com-
mission with an apex court jus-
tice before raising any such
demand to investigate the mat-
ter.

“We have formed the commis-
sion with a judge (of the High
Court). I have given the order
to include two more as man-

power and enhance the periph-
ery of the investigation,” she
said.

“You (countrymen) have to
find out the people involved in
the conspiracy to push the
country backwards through
fishing in troubled water by
launching such an incident,”
she said.

The conspiracies being hatched
by the collaborators of the
Pakistani occupation forces
pushed Bangladesh back time
and again, she added.

“These are the most painful

and regrettable things,” she
said with an emotional voice.
The prime minister said her
government had earlier issued
a notification cancelling the
quota system.

The Bangladesh government
for the first time on Monday
officially acknowledged that
150 people were killed across
the country during the stu-
dents’ unrest over the quota
system.

The government called in the
army to quell protests, which
started in universities and col-
leges earlier this month, quick-
ly turning into a more wide-
spread agitation against Hasina
and her government, regarding
job quotas.

The unrest has left several
thousand people, including
policemen, wounded and
major government installa-
tions damaged.

The protests subsided last week
after the apex Appellate
Division of  unitary
Bangladesh’s Supreme Court on
July 21 ordered a massive quota
reform, keeping only seven
per cent of reserve posts instead
of the existing 56 per cent.
The government subsequently
issued a Gazette notification in
line with the order saying 93
per cent of jobs would be open
to candidates on merit.

world

Myanmar’s military regime extends
state of emergency by 6 months

AP M BANGKOK

The military regime that
seized power in Myanmar
3 1/2 years ago on Wednesday
extended the state of emer-
gency in the civil war-wracked
country for another six
months, saying it needs time to
prepare for long-promised
elections. The state of emer-
gency was initially declared
when troops ousted the elect-
ed government of Aung San
Suu Kyi on February 1, 2021,
arresting her and members of
her National League for
Democracy party.

The emergency decree
empowers the military to
assume all government func-
tions, giving the head of the
ruling military council, Senior
Gen Min Aung Hlaing, legisla-
tive, judicial and executive
powers.

At the moment, military
regime is facing its greatest
challenge since taking power,
as powerful ethnic minority
militias and people’s defense
forces that support Myanmar’s
main opposition have taken
wide swaths of territory in
fierce fighting in recent
months.The military is now
estimated to control less than
half the country, but is holding
on tenaciously to much of
central Myanmar, including
the capital, Naypyidaw, which

was recently targeted by small
rocket attacks and two bomb-
ings.The extension of the state
of emergency was granted by
the National Defense and
Security Council, after Ming
Aung Hlaing argued more
time is needed to restore sta-
bility to the country and carry
out a census in preparations for
national elections, state-run
MRTV reported.

The plan for a general election
is widely seen as an attempt to
normalize the military’s seizure
of power through the ballot
box and to deliver a result that
ensures the generals retain
control.

Critics have already said the
military-planned elections will
be neither free nor fair because
there is no free media and
most of the leaders of Suu Kyi’s
National  League  for

Democracy party have been
arrested.

Under the country’s 2008 con-
stitution, drafted by the army,
the military can rule the coun-
try under a state of emergency
for one year, followed by two
possible six-month extensions
before holding elections.
Wednesday’s extension, how-
ever, was the regime’s sixth,
and was again rubber-stamped
by the NDSC, which is nomi-
nally a constitutional adminis-
trative government body, but
in practice is controlled by the
military. It did not announce
the details behind its decision.
Additionally, such extensions
are supposed to be endorsed by
the country’s president, but
current acting president Myint
Swe last week authorized Min
Aung Hlaing to carry out his
duties with the NDSC while he
is on medical leave.

The military originally
announced elections would be
held in August, 2023, but has
regularly pushed the date back
and has recently said they
would take place sometime in
2025.Under the country’s con-
stitution, for an election to be
held the military has to trans-
fer government functions to
the president at least six
months before the polls.

The 2021 military takeover
was met with widespread non-
violent protests. But after

peaceful demonstrations were
put down with lethal force,
many opponents of military
rule took up arms, and large
parts of the country are now
embroiled in conflict.

The fiercest fighting in recent
weeks has been in the north-
east, where the ethnic militias
from an alliance group claimed
last week to have seized Lashio,
which houses the major
regional military headquar-
ters, and Mogok, the center of
the country’s lucrative gem-
mining industry.

Reports suggest that regime
troops continue to hold the
regional headquarters but
could be forced from Lashio
soon. In Lashio, the main
prison gate was reportedly
opened over the weekend and
more than 200 political prison-
ers, including Tun Tun Hein, a
former deputy speaker of the
lower house of Myanmar’s par-
liament and senior member of
Suu Kyi’s National League for
Democracy party, were
released.Maung Maung Swe, a
member of Myanmar’s main
opposition group, the National
Unity Government — whose
leadership operates largely
from outside the country —
told The Associated Press that
its forces in Myanmar were
providing care for more than
200 of released political pris-
oners.

China sanctions
US lawmaker for
‘Interference’ in its
domestic affairs

Bangkok (AP): China sanc-
tioned a United States lawmak-
er on Wednesday for “fre-
quently interfering” in China’s
domestic affairs.

The sanctions against Rep.
Jim McGovern include freez-
ing his assets and properties in
China, prohibiting any organi-
zation or individual in China
from conducting transactions
or working with him, and
denying him and his family a
visa to enter the country,
according to a statement from
China’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

It's one of several rounds of
sanctions against US lawmak-
ers and companies that China
has announced as relations
have soured between Beijing
and Washington.

China previously sanctioned
US representative Michael
McCaul and ex-representative
Michael Gallagher over their
support for Taiwan, a self-
governed democracy that
China claims as its
own.McGovern and McCaul
introduced a bill calling for
stronger US support for Tibet,
a region in China where
human rights groups have crit-
icized authorities for the treat-
ment of ethnic Tibetans.
Relations between the US and
China have sunk, starting with
a trade war in 2018 and then
the COVID-19 pandemic. The
US has been increasingly crit-
ical of China’s human rights
record, its handling of the
pandemic and its actions
towards Taiwan.

China accuses Japan of
‘'smear attacks’ in recent
talks with US, India, Aus

Beijing (AP): China has
expressed strong dissatisfac-
tion to Japan about what it
called “smear attacks” against
China at recent high-level meet-
ings with the United States,
India and Australia, the Foreign
Ministry said Wednesday.

A ministry statement said that
Liu Jinsong, the director gener-
al of the Asian affairs depart-
ment, conveyed solemn repre-
sentations and serious concern
at a meeting the previous day
with Akira Yokochi, the deputy
chief of mission at the Japanese
Embassy.

“Liu pointed out that Japan’s
smear attacks on China are self-
contradictory to its statement of
promoting the strategic and rec-
iprocal relationship between
the two countries, the state-
ment said.

Meeting in Tokyo on Sunday,
Japan's foreign and defense
ministers agreed to bolster mil-
itary cooperation with the US
at what are known as “2+2”
talks with their American coun-
terparts.

A joingt statement said China’s
foreign policy “seeks to reshape
the international order for its
own benefit at the expense of
others” and that such behavior
represents “the greatest strate-
gic challenge” in the Indo-
Pacific region and beyond.The
US-Japan talks were followed by
a meeting on Monday of the
foreign ministers from the
Quad countries — the US,
Japan, India and Australia.The
joint statement did not mention
China by name but expressed

opposition to “the militarization
of disputed features and coer-
cive and intimidating maneu-
vers in the South China Sea”

The Chinese government has
complained repeatedly about
the US deepening ties with
other countries in the face of
Chinass rise, which President Joe
Biden has made a priority dur-
ing his four years in office.The
Foreign Ministry statement said
China urges Japan to stop mak-
ing irresponsible remarks on
China’s internal affairs — a like-
ly reference to Taiwan — and
called on Japan to stop collud-
ing with “certain countries” to
form small circles that lead to
confrontation.A Japanese
Embassy statement said that

Russian military begins 3° round of dril

AP B MOSCOW

The Russian military on
Wednesday began a third
round of drills with tactical
nuclear weapons, part of the
Kremlin's messaging intended
to force the West to limit its
support for Ukraine. The
Russian Defence Ministry said
the drills will feature units of the
central and southern military
districts armed with Iskander
short-range missiles. They will
practice receiving nuclear
weapons from storage and
deploying them to designated

launch areas. The maneuvers
will also include air force units
that will arm their warplanes
with nuclear weapons and per-
form patrol flights. The ministry
said the drills are intended to
maintain troops readiness for
combat missions. Tactical
nuclear weapons include
bombs, warheads for short-
range missiles and artillery
munitions and are meant for
use on a battlefield. They are
typically far less powerful than
strategic weapons — massive
warheads that arm interconti-
nental ballistic missiles and are

intended to obliterate entire
cities.

The previous two rounds of the
maneuvers were held in May
and June. The drills in June
were conducted jointly with the
armed forces of Russias ally
Belarus. Last year, Russia
moved some of its tactical
nuclear weapons into neigh-
bouring Belarus, which also
borders Ukraine and NATO
members Poland, Latvia and
Lithuania. Belarus” authoritar-
ian President Alexander
Lukashenko has relied on close
ties with Russia and provided

his country as a staging ground
for sending troops to Ukraine
in February 2022.Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
his officials have repeatedly
reminded the West about the
country’s nuclear might in a bid
to discourage NATO allies from
ramping up their support for
Kyiv.The Kremlin has described
the drills with tactical nuclear
weapons as part of Moscow’s
response to statements by
NATO allies encouraging
strikes on Russian territory
with Western weapons and the
possible deployment of Western

S to train troops

troops to Ukraine. Amid recent
battlefield gains in Ukraine,
Putin has emphasized that
Russia doesn’t need nuclear
weapons to achieve his goals.
But he also reaffirmed that
they can be used in the case of
a threat to Russias territorial
integrity in line with the coun-
try’s nuclear doctrine. Russian
hawks have urged the Kremlin
to change the doctrine to lower
the threshold for using nuclear
weapons, and Putin said the
document could be modified to
take into account the evolving
global situation.

Boeing names new chiet executive officer

Chicago (AP): Boeing named
alongtime aerospace industry
veteran on Wednesday as its
next chief executive, who will
take over a company that has
been rocked by legal, regula-
tory and production prob-
lems.

Robert “Kelly” Ortberg, a for-
mer CEO at aerospace suppli-
er Rockwell Collins, will suc-
ceed David Calhoun, 67, as
CEO and president effective
August 8, the company said.
Calhoun announced in March
that he would retire at the end
of the year.

Boeing named its new CEO as

Street expected, as both
Boeing’s commercial-airplanes
business and defence unit lost
money. The disappointing
results come at a tumultuous
time for Boeing. The compa-
ny agreed to plead guilty this
month to a federal fraud
charge in connection with its
737 Max jetliner and two
crashes that killed 346 people.
The Federal Aviation
Administration increased its
oversight of the company after
the blowout of a panel on an
Alaska Airlines jet raised man-
ufacturing quality concerns.

Boeing Chairman Steven

next chapter”. Ortberg has
earned a reputation for run-
ning complex engineering and
manufacturing companies,
Mollenkopf said. The compa-
ny waived the mandatory
retirement age of 65 for
Ortberg, a spokesperson said.
Boeing did the same for
Calhoun days after he turned
64 in 2021.

Ortberg emerged as a leading
candidate only recently. Others
who were reportedly consid-
ered for the job included
Patrick Shanahan, a former
Boeing executive and now

CEO of its most important
supplier, Spirit AeroSystems,
and another longtime Boeing
executive, Stephanie Pope,
who recently took over the
commercial airplanes divi-
sion.

Like Calhoun, who took over
as CEO in the wake of the two
Max crashes, Ortberg will be
inheriting the leadership of a
company facing ongoing crises
and criticism from both out-
side and internally. It is push-
ing back against whistleblow-
er allegations of manufactur-
ing shortcuts that crimp on

safety.

The company, based in
Arlington, Virginia, also is
dealing with supply-chain
problems that are hindering
production, which it hopes to
fix in part by re-acquiring
Spirit AeroSystems, a key con-
tractor. It is still trying to
persuade regulators to approve
two new models of the Max
and a bigger version of its two-
aisle 777 jetliner. And it faces
a multi-billion-dollar decision
on when to design a new sin-
gle-aisle plane to replace the
Max.

Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar

Tender Notice Reference No. GNDU/Gen/55/2024
The Department of GN.D U. Amritsar invites online bids for the following:

Sr. No. Iltem Quantity
1 Supply/ Printing of 40 Pages OMR Answer Books 16 Lac
2 Supply / Printing of 20 Pages Answer Book 50,000

Closing date & time: 21-08-2024 at 5:00 p.m.

For details log onto: www.eproc.punjab.gov.in

Note: Any corrigendum (s) to the Tender Notice shall be published on the
above website only.

NA/12/24480/2023/36216 Dated CHD :- 7/31/2024

Baha Farld University of Health Sclences, Farldkot

(Ph.D Section)

BABA FARID UNIVERSITY OF HEALTH SCIENCES, FARIDKOT
Ph.D ENTRANCE TEST (PHDET)

Online fresh applications in the prescribed format are invited through
University website w.e.f from 01/08/2024 to 10/08/2024 for admission to
Ph.D Courses in faculties of Medical / Allied Health/ Dental/ Nursing/
Physiotherapy/ Pharmaceutical Sciences, alonwith fee of Rs. 3000/- + 18%
GST through University payment gateway. The date of Entrance
Examination will be notified on University website. For eligibility/detail/
updates visit at University at: www.bfuhs.ac.in

Note:- The candidates who have already applied for PH.D Entrance Test
(PHDET) Session 2022-23 need not apply again.

REGISTRAR
nil/12/206/2023/36207 Dated CHD :- 7/31/2024

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.
(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala-147001)
Corporate Identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813
Phone No. 0172-2207679, Email id:- se-it-os@pspcl.in

Tender Enquiry No.320/DIT-1083 dated 30-07-2024
Dy. CE/ IT (O&S) Ground Floor PSPCL Head Office, The Mall, Patiala
invites e-tender for Provisioning of MPLS connectivity in 47 towns of
PSPCL and PSPCL DC/ DRC. For detailed NIT & tender specification
please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 30-07-2024, 5:00 PM
onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at
https://leproc.punjab.gov.in

4>

C-517/24
76155/12/3207/2023/36243 Dated CHD :- 7/31/2024

Yokochi had expounded Japans | it reported a loss of more Mollenkopf said Ortberg was =
positions at the meeting and | than USD 1.4 billion on falling  chosen after a “thorough and VE rka 3\
made representations on vari- | revenue during the second extensive search process” and ¢ Din Da. Har DIt Da 17
ous China-related topics, butit | quarter. The loss was wider “has the right skills and expe-
did not provide any details. and revenue lower than Wall rience to lead Boeing in its T EINAAR S T TE COM | v LR ERUBLIL RS FSRERATIONI KD,
SCO 153-155. SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH-160022. EPABX NO. 0172-5041812,66
Notice Inviting Tender www.verka.coop
e tenders are hereby Invited for the purchase and supply of following items:-
ve r ka ’\ !! Sr. | Name of Work/ltem Period/Tentative
%n Da. Har Dil Da ¥ No. Qty
1. For Verka Jalandhar Dairy
THE PUNJAB STATE COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS FEDERATION LTD. Design, Supply, Installation, testing & Commissioning of 1010 KVA DG set One job
SCO 153-155. SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH-160022. EPABX NO. 0172-5041812,66 with electrical and civil work.
Notice Inviting Tender www.verka.coop 2. or Verka Gurdaspur Daj
eno b ited for th d I Tlowing ¥ = a) For backlit glow sign board, double sided glow sign board, non lit flex 01 year
B ASHdars &1 harety: nvised for the purclisse &ng supply of Tollowing ke board, flex change, flex banner, wall painting/ shop painting, vehicle
Sr. | Name of Work/ltem Period/ Tentative painting, umbrella, A-type standing flex board and vinyl stickers.
No. Qty b) Allotment of civil Hospital Batala Milk Bar on rent. 02 year
1. | For Verka Head office, Chandigarh ©) Hilngof:- ,
Hologram Annuall i.  Car(Swift Dzire or its equivalent) 01 year
i. Type-l 60 Lac ii. Diesel Car (05 Sealer Bolero camper or its equivalent) 01 year
ii. Type-li 80 Lac 3. For Verka Amritsar Dairy
2, For Verka Mohali Dairy a) Purchase of polypropylene bottles cap. 180ml with caps. Annual
Hiring of vehicles:- b) Hiring of Vehicles (3.0 MT, 6.0 MT, 9.0 MT and 15.0 MT) for supplying 01No.
a) Swift Desire/ Venue/ Breeza or Equivalent, 25 No's of Milk Products in the Punjab and other states.
b) Mahindra Pick-up (Capacity 02 Ton) 02 No's c) Hiring of vehicle for supply of fresh Milk and Milk Products at Local 02 Mo's
c) Mahindra Camper 01 No. Army 02( Tray capacity 250) and Beas route (Tray Capacity 200)
3. For Verka Bathinda Dairy 4. For Verka Ludhiana Dairy
Hiring of:- 01 year with extension a) Sale of the unserviceable material on Annual Rate Contract basis. Annual
a) Insulated vehicles for supply of packed milk and fresh milk product in upto one year / 01 vehicle b) Supply of :-
Bathinda Milkshed Area, for 03 MT & 01 vehicle for i. Veterinary medicines. Annual
22MT ii. Single Phase Dairy Barn Ventilation fan with motors. One time purchase 200
b) Diesel Cars (Swift Dzires or Equivalent) at Milk Union Bathinda for No's
Procurement, Marketing and Depot, Verka Bathinda Dairy 03 No's ©) Hiring of :-
4. For Verka Patiala Dail i. Insulated vehicles for supply of packed milk and fresh milk products 01 year with extension
a) Fire Wood : E Half yearly/ 1500 MT in Ludhiana city and adjoining towns. upto one year
b) Hiring of Passenger Car (Bolero/ Swift/ Dzire/ Toyota/ Etios or Annual ii. Passenger vehicles Innova crystal for Verka Ludhiana Dairy without 01 No.
) z‘_";"“a[?m? for marketing activities. driver for minimum running of 2000 kms per month on lump sum
c) Hiring of:- basis.
i. Vehicle for Veterinary Route & Extension work. 01 No. d) Out i f milk Booth/ Milk Bar at - 03
i, Insulated S.S Road Milk Tankers for Milk lifting from BMC's /MCC's | Single Chamber-14 No's R e L A M4 ; years
. s ; pping Centre Sector 32 A Chandigarh
& sister Dairies Cap. 9000 — 11000 lirs. Double Chamber-01 No. .
o 5 Road, Ludhiana.
iii. Vehicle Tata 207, Mahindra Maxi truck etc. for transportation of Milk ii. Macchiwara
from Societies/ Farms at MCC Samana (Route No. 14,15 & 28). 03 No's d
5 v Sanarur Dai iii. Kamalpura
Hiri f Mahindra Maxi Pickup, I Pick ivalent fol E o -
a) IT::;%:nat;::r;T r.a axi Truck Pickup, Bolero Pickup or equivalent for 3 —Verka EardkoiDal
" - g : o . . Hiring of :- Cap.10000 Kg- 06 No's
. Milk through from various Societies/ Dairy Farms to MCC/BMC/ 02 Years/12 N g ’
L D;iw DQL‘E_ sans o, anay i SR el e a) Insulated road milk tanker for transportation of milk from MCC's to Cap.15000 Kg- 02 No's
ii. Cattle feed and allied products from Verka Sangrur Dairy/ Stores to 02 Years/01 No. various Milk Plants in Punjab etc. on rate contract. Cap.20000 Kg- 02 No's
various Societies/ Dairy Farms/ Macc/ BMCs. b) Pick up or its equivalent vehicle for lifting the milk from MPCS/DF to -
b) Hiring of SS Road Milk Tankers cap.15,18,20,23,2530 KL for 03 No. MCC at Route 5,25,27,62 &18. i . .
transportation of milk from Verka sangrur Dairy to other Plants of ¢) Insulated road milk tanker for transportation of milk from BMC's to Cap.10000 Kg-02 No's
Punjab and outside Punjab. various milk chilling Centres/ Milk plants in Punjab etc. on rate
c) For Design, Supply, Erection, Installation and testing of the PCC and 01 No. contract.
APFC Panels. d) Diesel Cars for procurement, Marketing & Al Activities in the field.
d) Allotment of Verka Milk booths at different location in distt. sangrur/ 03 Year on rent / i. Bolero Jeep 01 No.
Barnala/ Malerkotla on rent basis. 06 No's ii. Swift Dzire or ils equivalent 02 No's
i. Civil Hospital Tapa 6. For Verka CFP, Bhattian (Khanna)
il. Civil Hospital Bhadour Labour Job contract for different activities related with Production, store & Annual
ii. Civil Hospital Ahemadgarh Mktg. sections.
iv. Gowvi. Sen. Sec. School Sandhu Patti Barnala 7. For Verka CFP, Ghania Ke Banger
v. Market Committee Khanouri Transportation of Verka Catile Feed and mineral feed supplement to Annual
vi. Gowl. Sen.Sec. School Moonak various stations in the state of Punjab.
ho3s: NOTE:
1. For complete details regarding above tender (NIT), please visit our website i.e. www.verka.coop & e 1. For complete details regarding above tender (NIT), please visit our website ie. www.verka.coop & e
Tendering portal i.e. eproc.punjab.gov.in. Tendering portal i.e. eproc.punjab.gov.in.
2. Corrigendum, if any, will be uploaded on website only. 2. Corrigendum, if any, will be uploaded on website only.
Dy. General Manager (Purchase
NA/12/24483/2023/36219 s ger ( ) NA/12/24488/2023/36228 Dy. General Manager (Purchase)
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Stock markets rise for 4th day

PTI W MUMBAI

Benchmark BSE Sensex
rose by nearly 286 points
to close at a record high while
Nifty settled above 24,950
level on Wednesday,
extending their winning run
to the fourth day on gains in
metal, power and select auto
shares.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
settled higher by 285.94
points or 0.35 per cent at
81,741.34 — its all-time
closing high — with 20 of its
components advancing and
10 ending lower. The index
opened higher and jumped
372.64 points or 0.45 per cent
to hit an intra-day high of
81,828.04.

The NSE Nifty rose 93.85
points or 0.38 per cent to
close at an all-time high of
24,951.15. During the day;, it
surged 127.3 points or 0.51
per cent to hit a high of
24,969.35.

“The domestic market is
attempting to cross above the
psychological threshold of
25,000, as subdued QI1FY25
earnings and  stretched
valuations are curbing the
challenge, while positive
global trends and sector
rotation are supporting the

traction,” Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services said.

Positive global sentiment
driven by expectations of an
easing interest rate cycle by
the US Fed and the RBI in the
medium term, owing to
benign inflation, ignited the
rally, he added.

As expected, the Bo] raised its
interest rate while all eyes are
on US Fed policy to be
announced later in the
evening.

Among the Sensex stocks,
JSW Steel, Asian Paints,
Maruti Suzuki India, NTPC,

Adani Ports and Special
Economic  Zone, Bharti
Airtel, ITC and Tech

Mahindra were the major

gainers.

Maruti Suzuki rose by 2.28
per cent as the auto major
reported a 47 per cent jump in
its net profit for the June
quarter. Reliance Industries,
Tata Motors, Infosys,
Mahindra and Mahindra,
Bajaj Finance and Axis Bank
were the laggards.

Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research) at Mehta Equities,
said Nifty ended comfortably
in the green ahead of the
FOMC outcome, closing just
shy of the psychological
25,000 mark, signifying the
bulls’ continued strength on
Dalal Street.

Investors now await key data
releases and the FOMC
outcome, with expectations

set on Jerome Powells
commentary, Tapse said.

The US Federal Reserve (Fed)
will announce its fifth interest
rate decision for this year later
in the night, after a two-day
meeting of the Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC).

From this meeting, the Fed
might offer hints about a

possible  rate cut in
September.
“Indian shares  began

Wednesday on a positive note,
buoyed by strong cues from
other Asian markets amid
expectations for additional
stimulus measures from
Beijing to support its ailing
economy,” Avdhut Bagkar
Technical and Derivatives
Analyst at StoxBox, said.

The market capitalisation of
BSE-listed companies jumped
to a life-time peak of Rs
462.38 lakh crore (USD 5.52
trillion) on  Wednesday
helped by a four-day rally in
benchmark indices, making
investors richer by Rs 5.45
lakh crore.

At the market close, the BSE
smallcap gauge fell 0.14 per
cent to in the broader market.
However, BSE MidCap gauge
jumped 0.86 per cent. During
the day, both the indices hit
their all-time high level.

money 10

India’s Smartphone Shipments tip 2% in 2
2024 as heatwave, slower demand take toll

PTI ® NEW DELHI

ndia’s smartphone

shipments fell two per cent
year-on-year in June quarter,
hurt by the heatwave and
slower demand, as per a
report by global research
firm  Counterpoint that
showed Xiaomi reclaimed
top spot in volume share and
Samsung led in value terms.
Notably, 5G smartphones
captured their highest-ever
share of 77 per cent in the
overall shipments, according
to Counterpoint’s Monthly
India Smartphone Tracker.
Another key takeaway was
that Indias smartphone
market hit its highest ever Q2
value, driven by the ongoing
trend of premiumisation.
“India’s smartphone
shipments fell 2 per cent YoY
in Q2 2024 (April-June), it
said.
The decline was influenced
by a heatwave, a seasonal
slump, and slower demand
from Q1 2024.
“In response, OEMs
(Original Equipment
Manufacturers) hosted sales

events in Q2 to clear
inventory, leading to a
reduced sell-in and a period
of degrowth,” it said.

On the market’s volume
dynamics, Senior Research
Analyst Shilpi Jain explained
that heatwave conditions in
various regions led to lower
footfalls in offline channels
and delayed smartphone
purchases as consumers
prioritised appliances like
air-conditioners and
refrigerators.

This reduced demand led to

an inventory  build-up.
However, summer sales at
online  channels, good
harvest and  aggressive
promotions towards the end
of the quarter provided relief
to OEMs, helping close the
quarter on a better note than
at the beginning.

“During the quarter, Xiaomi
reclaimed the top spot with a
23 per cent YoY growth in its
shipments, driven by a
streamlined and focused
portfolio that spans from the
entry-level to affordable

premium segments,”
Counterpoint said.

Xiaomi reclaimed the top
spot with an 18.9 per cent
shipment share, and Vivo
followed closely with 18.8 per
cent share.

On value dynamics, Research
Analyst Shubham Singh said:
“In Q2 2024, India’s
smartphone market achieved
its highest ever Q2 value,
driven by the ongoing trend

of premiumisation.”
Consumers continued to
upgrade to higher-value

smartphones, supported by
better trade-in values and
easy financing schemes.

This resulted in a 24 per cent
YoY growth in the ultra-
premium (over Rs 45,000)
segment.

Samsung led the market in
terms of value with a 25 per
cent share, followed by vivo
and Apple.

“Meanwhile, Apple ranked
third in value terms. But it is
expected to rebound in the
next quarter, driven by the
recent price cuts across the
entire range of iPhones,
Singh said.

"Toyota to set up manufacturing plant in

Maharashtra;

PTI M NEW DELHI

utomaker Toyota

Kirloskar Motor on
Wednesday said it will set
up a new manufacturing
plant in Maharashtra at an
investment of around Rs
20,000 crore.
The company has inked a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with the Maharashtra
government to examine
the setting up of a
greenfield manufacturing
facility at Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Nagar, Toyota
Kirloskar Motor (TKM)
said in a statement.
Headquartered in
Karnataka, TKM already
has two manufacturing
units located at Bidadi
near Bengaluru.

In Karnataka, the
automaker, including its
group companies, has

invested more than Rs
16,000 crore and created
close to 86,000 jobs in the
entire value chain, it said.

Toyota’s cumulative export
contributions also stand at
around Rs 32,000 crore
thus representing the
company’s export focus,
it added.
“Today’s

MoU  signing

likely to invest 20 K crore

marks a pivotal point as
we stride into the next
phase of growth in the
country enabling us to
contribute to enriching

lives with qualitative
mobility solutions locally
and  globallyy TKM
Managing Director and

Chief Executive Officer
Masakazu Yoshimura
said.

The proposed investment,
once finalised, is expected
to be made over a multi-
year period, potentially
contributing to
substantial job creation
and economic growth in
the region.

In a social media post on

X, Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis shared the
investment figure of Rs
20,000 crore for the
plant.
“Transforming
Mabharashtra, Developing
MarathwadalReaffirming
its commitment to India;
Toyota Kirloskar Motors
is set to launch a Green
Field Manufacturing
Facility in Maharashtra!”
he posted.

TKM currently has an
installed production
capacity of 3.42 lakh
vehicles at its two Bidadi-
based units.

Encora expands strategic

partnership wi
Software Group

PTI B NEW DELHI

ncora has announced

plans to expand its
strategic relationship with
Cloud Software Group to
include extended product
engineering and support.
The pact includes product
development and engineering
services under a managed
services model, supporting
the evolving needs of global
businesses of Cloud Software
Group (CSG), a release said
on Wednesday.
As part of the existing
partnership, Encora has
established and operates a
‘TIBCO’ Center of Excellence
(CoE) and Academy in India.
The centre employs over 350

engineers across
technologies, contributing to
the development, quality

assurance, and support for the
TIBCO platform and other
key products.

“With the intent to build on
the existing strategic
relationship, Encora and
Cloud Software Group have
expanded the scope of
engagement to  include

h Cloud

extended
engineering and support,
according to the release.

While Cloud Software Group

product

provides enterprise with
mission-critical software, the
Santa Clara, California-
headquartered Encora is a
technology modernisation
and innovation partner to
enterprise companies.
Encoras portfolio includes
digital engineering services,
including product
engineering and
development, cloud services,
quality engineering, data and
analytics, digital experience,
cybersecurity, and Artificial
Intelligence  and  Large
Language Model (LLM)
Engineering, among others.

SoftBank-backed Unicommerce
to float IPO on August 6

PTI B NEW DELHI

SoftBank-backed SaaS
platform  Unicommerce
eSolutions Ltd will launch its
Initial Public Offering (IPO)
on August 6.

The initial share sale will
conclude on August 8 and the
bidding for anchor investors
will open for a day on August
5, according to the Red
Herring Prospectus (RHP).
The issue is entirely an Offer
For Sale (OFS) aggregating
up to 2.56 crore equity shares
by the selling shareholders.
Since the IPO is completely

an OFS, the entire proceeds
will go to the selling
shareholders.

Under  the OFS, SB

Investment Holdings (UK)
Ltd, an affiliate of Japan’s
SoftBank, will offload 1.61
crore shares and promoter
AceVector Limited (formerly
known as Snapdeal Limited)
will sell up to 94.38 lakh
shares.

Founded in 2012,
Unicommerce eSolutions is
India’s leading e-commerce
enablement Software-as-a-
Service (SaaS) platform. The
company’s suite of SaaS
solutions enables end-to-end
management of e-commerce

brands,

for
retailers, marketplaces and
logistics service providers.

It serves a large and growing

operations

base of clients in India
including Lenskart, Fabindia,
Zivame, TCNS, Mamaearth,
Emami, Sugar, BoAt,
Portronics, Pharmeasy, Cello,
Urban Company, Mensa,
Shiprocket, Xpressbees.

In February, Unicommerce
had said it is expanding its
overseas  operations by
onboarding more clients

It is already serving 46 clients
in Singapore, the Philippines,
Indonesia, the UAE, and
Saudi Arabia and is now
expanding these operations
by adding more clients.

According to a Redseer
Report, the Total Addressable
Market (TAM) for players in

the eCommerce enablement
SaaS in the transaction
processing or nerve centre
layer was estimated at about
USD 1.2 billion in 2023. This
growth is driven by the
increasing market potential
for core products in this layer,
an opportunity to broaden
the product portfolio, and
international expansion
prospects in SEA and the
Middle East.

Specifically, in India, the
TAM for core products in the
transaction processing layer
was approximately USD 260
million in 2023.

IITFL Securities and CLSA
India are the book-running
lead managers to the issue.
Shares are proposed to be
listed on BSE and the
National Stock Exchange.

Rupee closes 1
paisa higher at 83.72
against US dollar

PTI W MUMBAI

The rupee consolidated in a
narrow range and settled
for the day higher by 1 paisa
at 83.72 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Wednesday;,
as the support from positive
domestic equities was negated
by month-end Dollar demand
from importers. Forex traders
said significant foreign fund
outflows and overnight surge
in crude oil prices weighed on
the local unit.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the
domestic currency opened 1
paisa higher than the previous
day’s close.

It slipped to 83.75 during the
day and settled for the day 1
paisa  higher at 83.72
(provisional) against US
dollar. On Tuesday, the rupee
closed flat at 83.73 against the
American currency.

“We expect the rupee to trade
with a slight negative bias on
month-end dollar demand
from importers and oil
marketing companies
(OMC:s). However, a positive
tone in the domestic markets
and weak US dollar may
support the rupee at lower
levels,” Anuj Choudhary,
Research Analyst at
Sharekhan by BNP Paribas,
said. Any fresh intervention
by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) may also support the
rupee, he said.

“Investors may watch out for
the Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) meeting
outcome on Wednesday and
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Bank of England’s monetary
policy on Thursday. USDINR
spot price is expected to trade
in a range of Rs 83.50 to Rs
84, he said.

In the domestic equity
market, the 30-share BSE
Sensex rose 285.94 points to
hit an all-time high of
81,741.34, while Nifty rallied
93.85 points to a record
24,951.15.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of
six currencies, was down 0.36
per cent to 104.17.

“The US dollar fell on
Wednesday after the Bank of
Japan raised interest rates by
15 bps to 0.25 per cent from
0.1 per cent, leading to a
sharp surge in the yen. Other
Asian currencies, too,
appreciated on weakness in
the US dollar;” Choudhary
said. Brent crude — the global
oil benchmark — went up
2.26 per cent to USD 80.41
per barrel in futures trade.
Foreign institutional investors
were net sellers in the capital
markets on Tuesday,
offloaded shares worth Rs
5,598.64 crore, according to
exchange data.

Omaxe may challenge Sehi order harring firm,
chairman, MD from securities market for 2 yrs

PTI W NEW DELHI

Realty firm Omaxe will
consider  challenging
market regulator Sebi’s order
that barred the company, its
Chairman Rohtas Goel,
Managing Director Mohit
Goel and three others from
the securities market for two
years for misrepresentation
in the company’s financial
statements.

The Sebi order had a
negative impact on the
company’s share prices. The
stock of the company on
Wednesday declined 4.99 per
cent to Rs 152.20 apiece -- its
lower circuit limit -- on the
BSE.

It fell 5 per cent to hit the
lower circuit limit of Rs
154.19 per piece on the NSE.
Asked about the Sebi order
and its future course of
action, the Omaxe
spokesperson said, “The
company has not received
any order from Sebi. Once
received, the content will be
verified and appropriate
remedy available under the
law, including filing of appeal
will be contemplated.”

“As per news articles, it
appears more in the nature of
accounting interpretations,
which were duly explained
through  documentation,
market practice and case
laws. Rest we will be filing
our response to stock
exchanges  within  the
stipulated time frame, on
receipt of ordery the
spokesperson added.

In its 126-page final order,
Sebi has also restrained three
others -- Sudhangshu S
Biswal, Arun Kumar Pandey;,

and Vimal Gupta — from the
securities markets.
Additionally, these five
persons have been
“prohibited from holding
any position as Director or
Key Managerial Person of
any other listed company for
a period of two years”.

Apart from these, the
regulator has levied a fine
totalling Rs 47 lakh on 16
entities, including these six.
The penalties range from Rs
1 lakh to Rs 7 lakh need to be
paid within 45 days.

Sebi said these entities have
“acted in concert in order to
execute a fraudulent scheme
that they tried to portray as
normal transactions for the
benefit of the company
although it was experiencing
loss, while also trying to
portray these as merely
lending activities, thereby
trying to maintain the price
of the scrip of Omaxe for a
period of three years”.

The company
misrepresented the financial
statements during 2018-19,
2019-20 and 2020-21
through its various items --
revenue, debtors, advances,
and expenses.

“By the act of large-scale

misrepresentation/misstate
ment/manipulation in
financial statements by
Omaxe, the scrip price was
directly  or  indirectly
manipulated to maintain the
value of the collateral kept by
the promoter against the
loan,” Sebi noted.
Furthermore, the fraud was
never disclosed to
shareholders of Omaxe,
which misled them to
remain invested in its shares
or deal in its securities. Also
misrepresentation of the
books and accounts of
Omaxe misled the investors
in the securities market, it
added.

Accordingly, Sebi has barred
six  entities, including
Omaxe, Rohtas Goel, Mohit
Goel, and three others from
“accessing the securities
market and further
prohibited from buying,
selling or otherwise dealing
in securities, directly or
indirectly, or being
associated with the securities
market in any manner,
whatsoever, for a period of
two years”.

The order came after the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi)
received a complaint against
Omaxe alleging that the
company conducted
fraudulent transactions,
diverted/siphoned of funds,
misrepresented the financial
statements, inflated turnover
among others.

As these allegations were
serious in nature, the matter
was taken up for further
examination by Sebi,
including a forensic audit
into the affairs of Omaxe.

Key jute sector issues
feature at advisory
committee meeting

PTI W KOLKATA

he Indian Jute Mills

Association highlighted
several pressing issues at the
32nd Standing Advisory
Committee (SAC) meeting in
New Delhi, including the
challenges faced by the sector
due to declining demand for
jute bags, officials said.
Key stakeholders such as
representatives from  the
sugar and plastic industry
bodies participated in the
meeting on Tuesday.
The SAC makes
recommendations to the
Union government on the
mandatory use of jute
packaging materials, and
packaging norms for essential
commodities  such  as
foodgrains and sugar.
The Jute Commissioner’s
Office (JCO) stressed upon
the need for supporting the
sector, the IJMA officials said.
An estimated 40 million
farmers and 3.5 lakh jute mill
workers are dependent on the
industry.
The representatives of sugar
industry  bodies  raised
concerns about the pricing
and quality of jute bags,
urging the government to fix
rates for sugar jute bags.
“They also noted the
reluctance by major buyers
like some beverage giants to
use jute bags, despite
environmental benefits,” said
industry sources present at
the meeting.
The non-compliance with
government notifications by
the sugar industry was also a

irlﬁ }. _?H“ .j;

cause for concern, they said.
Plastic industry
representatives sought the
removal of “discouraging
language” about plastic bags
in the Jute Packaging
Materials Act (JPMA), the
sources said.

“The jute industry is
operating at 55 per cent
capacity, affecting over 50,000
workers. The demand for jute
bags is projected to drop to 30
lakh bales for 2024-25," [JMA
Deputy Chairman Rishav
Kajaria said.

The IJMA also urged the SAC
for immediate government
intervention in enforcing 100
per cent reservation norms in
foodgrain and sugar
packaging in 2024-25.

Other key issues discussed at
the meeting include revising
policies on the use of used
jute gunny bags, addressing
financial constraints due to
the GeM portal pricing cap,
initiating investigation into
subsidised jute imports, and
ensuring strict compliance
with labour laws and wage
agreements, the officials said.
The jute industry contributes
over Rs 12,000 crore to the
rural economy, but is faced
with challenges as raw jute
prices fall below MSP levels,
they added.

Gold rises
3350: Silver
jumps 1,100

PTI W NEW DELHI

Gold prices rose Rs 350 to Rs
71,950 per 10 grams in the
national capital on Wednesday,
taking cues from domestic
demand and global trends.

In the previous session, the
precious metal had closed at Rs
71,600 per 10 grams.

Silver prices jumped Rs 1,100
to Rs 85,600 per kilogram on
Wednesday. It had closed at Rs
84,500 per kg in the previous
trade, according to the All
India Sarafa Association.
Meanwhile, gold of 99.5 per
cent purity also increased by
Rs 350 to Rs 71,600 per 10
grams from the previous close
of Rs 71,250 per 10 grams.
The commodity market
experts suggested that the gold
demand in the Indian markets
remains high, driven by the
recent import duty cuts and
the upcoming festive season.
“Participation in gold has been
on an increasing trend. The
prices of the yellow metal may
turther firm up correction as
some participation continues
to increase. We believe that
prices of gold will increase
from its current prices,
Chintan Mehta, CEO of Abans
Holdings, said.

Globally, Comex gold is
trading higher at USD 2,465.50
per ounce, up by USD 13.60
per ounce from the previous
close. “Comex gold extended
gains following a 1 per cent
gain yesterday, holding well
above USD 2,400 per ounce
buoyed primarily by safe-
haven buying in response to
the recent airstrike in Beirut by
Israel,} Kaynat Chainwala, at
Kotak Securities, said.
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Sindhu storms into Olympics
women’s smgles pre- -gquarterfinals

PTI W PARIS

ce Indian shuttler PV
ASindhu stormed into

the pre-quarterfinals of
the Olympic Games’ women’s
singles competition after
beating Kristin Kuuba of
Estonia in straight games here
on Wednesday.
The two-time  Olympic
medallist won 21-5 21-10 in
her second and last Group M
match that lasted 33 minutes.
The 29-year-old Sindhu, who
had  beaten = Maldives’
Fathimath Abdul Razzaq 21-9
21-6 in her first match,
topped the group.
The winner of each of the 16
groups qualifies for the round

f 16.

“‘'m very happy. It was
important for me to top the
group. I would be playing

‘ )
WAL

noy

against He Bingjiao mostly. I
hope I take this confidence
and go forward. It’s not going
to be easy, especially in the
next coming rounds, so I have

to be prepared and be 100%,”
Sindhu said after the match.

The Indian ace has previously
won a silver medal in the 2016
Rio Games and a bronze in

the Tokyo edition.

“I think its one match at a
time and obviously I want
that medal and I feel really
happy when people say that

we want a hat-trick from you,
we want that medal from you.

“But at the same time, it
comes with a lot of
responsibilities, lot of
pressure but it's important for
me to just stay calm and just
keep going and just one
match at a time because yeah,
you can't expect easy wins,
you have to fight hard to earn
it”

Just like in her first match,
Sindhu did not have to toil
much, as the gulf in class
between the two players was
evident.

The Estonian, ranked 73rd in
the world as against the 13th
position of the Indian, was
completely out of sorts in the
first game which Sindhu
pocketed in 14 minutes.

The 27-year-old Kuuba gave a
fight in the second game,

making a lot of retrievals, but
Sindhu was just too good for
her.

Kuuba took a 2-0 lead but
Sindhu quickly seized the
initiative and levelled the
score. But Kuuba did not
throw in the towel and
engaged the Indian in longer
rallies.

There was one rare moment
when Sindhu was stretched to
the maximum near the net
and Kuuba smashed the
shuttle beyond the reach of
the Indian.

But the vastly experienced
Sindhu was in her elements
soon after.

Two cross-court smashes gave
Sindhu a 15-6 lead and from
there on, it was all over for the

Estonian, who saved two
match points before
surrendering.

Olympics het
ayainst climate
change with
Seine swimming

AP M PARIS

With plans for athletes to
swim the Seine River
through the heart of Paris,
Olympic organisers essentially
bet against climate change’s
extreme weather. For several
days it appeared they would

lose - by ditching the
swimming  portion  of
triathlon races.

It wasnt until early

Wednesday, after the men’s
race had been postponed a
day and test events called off,
that organizers announced the
most recent tests showed the
water met standards to allow
swimming.

Some scientists and engineers
said organizers were taking a
huge gamble at a time when
heavy rains have increased
with human-caused climate
change, especially in Europe.
The rains run off from the
urban  environment and
contribute to higher bacteria
levels in the city’s famed river.
“They just gambled, flipped
the coin and hope for a dry
season and it turned out to be
the rainiest in the last 30 years,”
said Metin Duran, a professor
of civil and environmental
engineering at  Villanova
University who has researched
stormwater management.
Organisers “had  worked
through most of the scenarios
related to computer hacking
and physical threats without
fully assessing the
implications of extreme events
associated with climate,” said
University of Arizona climate
scientist Kathy Jacobs, who
directs the Center for Climate
Adaptation  Science and
Solutions. “It’s definitely time
to take climate threats

seriously”
If any city could be expected
to be mindful of the

challenges of climate change,
it's Paris. Its where the most
significant climate agreement
in history was struck almost a
decade ago — to try to limit
Earth’s warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius (2.7 degrees
Fahrenheit) above  pre-
industrial levels.

Quarters
team set

PTI M PARIS

ssured of a quarterfinal

berth, India will aim for
consistency when they take on
reigning champions Belgium
in their tough penultimate
Pool B match of the Olympic
Games here on Thursday.
The Red Lions are leading Pool
B with three wins from as
many matches, while the
Indians are a rung below in the
second place with two wins
and a draw.
Mighty Australia are placed
third with seven points from
two wins and a loss. Argentina
have also qualified for the
quarterfinals with four points
from three games, which
includes a win, a draw and a

berth sealed, Indian men’s hockey
for first real test against Belgium

loss. New Zealand and Ireland
are out of the race after
suffering three consecutive
losses. Only the top four can
make the last-eight stage cut.

The Indians started their
campaign on a shaky note with
a close 3-2 win over New
Zealand and then scored a last-
minute goal to salvage a draw

against former champions
Argentina.

But against Ireland, it was a
completely different

performance from the Indians,
atleast in the first two quarters.
They dominated the
possession with one-touch
play to score two goals in the
first quarter which proved vital
in the end.

India skipper Harmanpreet

Singh once again rose to the
occasion, first converting a

penalty stroke and then
finding the net from a set piece
in the second quarter to hand
his side the win.

The Indian mid-field, led by
veteran and  four-time

Olympian Manpreet Singh and
vice-captain Hardik Singh, also
brought their A game to the
table, creating several chances
for the forward-line.

The likes of Mandeep Singh,
Lalit Upadhyay, Gurjant Singh
and Sukhjeet Singh sparkled

upfront by keeping the
pressure on the opposition
defence.

Against Ireland on Tuesday,
India opted for one-to-one
short passes to build their
attacks, instead of going for
aerial balls.

Right-back Jarmanpreet Singh
has been a revelation in the
tournament so far and was
omnipresent, be it in defence
or creating chances from
flanks.

Another player who deserves
credit is Amit Rohidas, who
produced a rock solid
performance at the back. He
defended the penalty corners
brilliantly being the first rusher
and  from  one-on-one
situations.
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Indlas Lakshya  Sen
progressed to the pre-
quarterfinals ~ of  the
Olympics mens singles
badminton  competition
with a stunning straight-
game win over Indonesia’s
world number 4 Jonatan
Christie in the final group
match here on Wednesday.
The 22-year-old from
Almora, a 2021 world
championships bronze
medallist, displayed great
maturity and  tactical
acumen to outwit Christie,
the reigning All England
and Asian champion, 21-18
21-12 in what turned out to
be a lop-sided contest.

Sen is likely to face
compatriot HS Prannoy in
the pre-quarterfinals.
Prannoy will face Vietnam's
Le Duc Phat later in the day.
Sen had defeated Kevin
Cordon, a Tokyo Olympics
semifinalist, in the opening
Group L match on Sunday
which was “deleted” after his
Guatemalan opponent
pulled out due to a left elbow
injury.

A gold medallist at the 2022
Commonwealth Games, Sen
beat Julien Carraggi of
Belgium before facing
Christie.

The only time the Indian
had defeated Christie was
four years ago at the
Badminton Asia Team
Championships and came
into this match with a
dismal 1-4 head-to-head
count.

However, Sen rose to the
occasion on Wednesday and
showed great maturity as he
went about his business.

He tried to keep the shuttle
flat and target the weak
forehand of Christie, who
looked to slow down the
rallies and used his cross

Sen stuns Christie to
enter men's singles
pre-quarterfinals

court shots at the corners to
trouble the Indian, albeit
without much success.

In the first game, Christie
opened up a 5-0 lead and

soon moved to 8-2.
However, Sen regrouped
quickly, kept the shuttle flat
and waited for his opponent
to make mistakes.

It worked as he moved to 7-
8 before a thunderous
forehand smash earned the
Indian a slim one-point
advantage.

Sen engaged Christie in fast
and flat exchanges to move
to 14-12, and the latter
slowed down the pace with a
gruelling rally, which he
won with a push at the
backline.

The Indonesian drew parity
at 16-16 with a precise cross-
court smash, which a diving
Sen couldn’t reach and soon
eked out a two-point lead at
18-16. A straight smash
from Sen was followed by a
wide smash from Christie,
and it was 18-18.

A perfect flat push and then
an incredible behind-the-
back return in the middle of
the next rally gave Sen game
point and he converted it
easily to earn the bragging
rights.

At 55, Georgian shooter shows up at record
10th straight Olympics to fulfil father's last wish

PTI B CHATEAUROUX (FRANCE)

ino Salukvadze had all but

decided to bid adieu to her
pistol after nine Olympic
appearances, which yielded
three medals, until she lost her
father, whose “last wish”
pushed her to compete in an
unprecedented 10th Games.
The 55-year-old, who was
Georgias flagbearer at the
opening ceremony, became the
first woman and only the
second athlete overall after
Equestrian show jumper Ian
Millar to compete in a 10th
consecutive Summer Games.
Her first two Olympic medals,
a gold and silver in 25m pistol
and 10m air pistol, came in the
1988 Games in Seoul where
she represented the USSR
before she completed the set
with a bronze for Georgia 20
years later in Beijing.
Salukvadze said she found the
resolve to give it another shot
here here when she recalled
her father Vakhtang
Salukvadze’s words, which to
her, seemed like a final wish.
“He never asked me for
anything, so I think maybe it
was his last wish,” said the
veteran, who will be

competing in the 25m pistol
qualifications on Friday.
Stunningly, she stills holds the
junior world record in this
event. She touched that
landmark in 1989 and it has
only been equalled by Indias
Manu Bhaker, who is putting
on quite a show here with
bronze medals in 10m air
pistol and 10m air pistol mixed
team events.

While the 22-year-old Bhaker
is revelling in her newfound
stardom and rise in stature,
Salukvadze is enjoying her
swansong.

Battling issues with her right
eye, the veteran is certain that
she is in the middle of her
Olympic farewell.

“After Tokyo I thought I had
finished, but my father, who

was my coach - he died this
year - told me, ‘Maybe you will
cry (if you don't carry on)’ It is
only three years, not four years
(since Tokyo 2020) she
recalled.

“I thought ‘Ok, I will try. He
was a very good coach because
our sport is very psychological.
Now it is a competition with
my mind”

Salukvadze is a role model
back home and also a perfect
ambassador of global sports
fraternity. During the Beijing
Games, she made quite a
statement by giving a friendly
peck to Russian silver-
medallist Natalia Paderina on
the podium despite their
countries being at war with
each other.

Besides her father’s wish,
Salukvadze wanted to be
present at the Paris Olympics
to also push for gender

equality.
“When I was told I had a
quota place representing

Georgia, I wanted to take this
pistol and throw it into the air.
Only one man has ever done
this before — a horse rider
from Canada — so maybe
this is good for women’s
equality;” she said.

Defending champion US women fall to
Germany i m pool play in 3x3 haskethall

AP M PARIS

he defending champion

US. Women lost to
Germany 17-13 on Tuesday in
the opening game of pool play
in 3x3 basketball at the Paris
Olympics.
Hailey Van Lith led the U.S.
With six points. But she was
struggling after the game, and
she said she believes the heat
exacerbated an illness she
already was dealing with.
“I think I actually have a cold,”
she said. “I think it was from
the rain in the opening
ceremony. So, I think its a
combination of that, but I'll be
fine. I played through it in the
NCAA Tournament, so there’s
nothing that’s going to take me
out” Sonja Greinacher had five
points and six rebounds for
Germany. Marie Reichert
added five points.
The U.S. Raced out to a 5-0
lead, but Germany scored the
next six points, including three
from Elisa Mevius.
Van Lith made a layup before
dishing to Dearica Hamby for
another  basket to cut
Germany’s advantage to 11-10
with about three minutes to go.

Greinacher made a 2-point
shot for Germany before
another basket by Van Lith got
the U.S. Within one again with
about 90 seconds remaining.
This time, Germany scored the
next four points on two each
from Greinacher and Reichert.
“It obviously gives us a lot of
self-confidence going
forward,” Greinacher said.
Cierra Burdick was
disappointed in the team’s
Olympic opener, but she said it
isn't surprising that they still
have work to do since they
haven't been playing together
that long. Hamby replaced
Cameron Brink on the team
this summer after Brink
sustained a knee injury.

“I knew it wasn’t going to be
pretty;” she said. “I didn't think
it was going to be that ugly”

CANADA 22, AUSTRALIA

14Twins ~ Michelle  and
Katherine Plouffe combined
for 18 points to lead Canada
past Australia.

Michelle Plouffe got things
going with a 2-pointer as
Canada scored the first six
points. A 2-point shot by her
sister made it 9-1 with about 6
1/2 minutes remaining.
Canada was up 15-2 before
Australia scored the next six
points, with the last three from
Alex Wilson. Michelle Plouffe
ended the run by scoring the
next three points to pad
Canada’s lead.

Katherine Plouffe sealed it
when she made a basket before
hitting a 2-pointer to give
Canada 22 points with 1:22 left
on the clock.

Wilson led Australia with six
points and six rebounds.
SPAIN 18, AZERBAIJAN
16Gracia Alonso and Vega
Gimeno scored five points
each as Spain outlasted
Azerbaijan.

Spain trailed by one before
scoring the next eight points to
make it 14-7 with less than
three minutes to go.
Azerbaijan responded with a
4-0 run to get within three
with about 1:30 remaining.
Spain took advantage of a
turnover to score the next
three points, capped by a 2-
pointer from Gimeno, to push
the lead to 17-11.

Azerbaijan closed to 17-14 on
a free throw by Dina Ulyanova
with six seconds left, but
Gimeno added a free throw for
Spain.

Tiffany Hayes made a pair of
free throws for Azerbaijan to
cut the lead to two with one
second left. But the clock ran
out before Azerbaijan could do
anything else.

Simone and Team USA earn redemption by powering to gold in

PTI M PARIS

Simone Biles, Jordan Chiles
and Sunisa Lee spent the
night before perhaps the
biggest gymnastics meet of
their lives restless.

There was a tension in the air.
Theyd all been in the
Olympic spotlight before,
experiences that left them
with medals but also the kind
of scars - be they physical,
psychological or both - that
heal but never really go away.
And here they were in Paris,
the leaders of a star-laden U.S.
Team everyone expected to
finish atop the medal stand,
and something wasn’t right.
In a different time, in a
different era, it might have
festered. Might have followed
them onto the floor at Bercy
Arena and into the history
books, too.

This is not a different time.
This is not a different era.

This is now.
So the oldest team the U.S.
Has ever sent to the

Olympics, including a trio

that has spent their respective
careers breaking barriers
about what a female gymnast
can and cant do, what they
can and cant be, did
something they never used to
do.

They talked, with Biles - three
years removed from a Tokyo
Games that dragged the
conversation around mental
health and sports kicking and
screaming into the light -
right in the middle of it.

“I think there was a little bit of
struggle;” she said. “So it was
really needed”

By the time they walked onto
the floor for the Olympic
final, the tension was gone,
largely replaced with joy.

And not soon after, gold.

The self-described
“Redemption  Tour,” the
moniker given to a team filled
with women who wanted to
return to the Games for
deeply personal reasons,
ended with Biles and the
Americans where they have
almost always been since she
burst onto the scene 11 years

ago: on top of the podium, the
rest of the world looking up.
Eight years after winning gold
in Rio with a team that called
Aly  Raisman  grandma
because she was all of 22, Biles
- now 27 and married - was
back again with Jade Carey
(24), Chiles (23), Lee (21) and
teenager Hezly Rivera at her
side.

“We don’t have to be put in

the box anymore,” Biles said
about a group that has
dubbed itself “The Golden
Girls”

No, they don't.

With Biles at her show-
stopping best, the Americans’
total of 171.296 was well clear
of Italy and Brazil and the
exclamation point of a
yearlong run in which Biles
has cemented her legacy as

the greatest ever in her sport,
and among the best in the
history of the Olympics.
“She’s the greatest of all
greats,” said Chiles, who now
has gold to go with the team
silver she, Lee and Biles
earned in Tokyo, when Biles
removed herself from the
team final to protect herself.
Chiles, who seemed like a
longshot to make it this

spring after injuries piled up,
was pretty good in her own
right. She began the night by
drilling her double-twisting
Yurchenko vault, sending the

Americans on a four-
apparatus stop on their
“Tour” that felt equal parts

coronation and celebration.
By the time Biles, the left calf
that bothered her during
qualifying heavily taped,
stepped onto the floor for the
final event - a floor exercise
set to music by Taylor Swift
and Beyonce - it was over.
She joked she knew she
simply needed to stay on her
feet to win. She did more than
that, providing an
exclamation point on the
U.S’s third gold in its last four
trips to the Games.

The Americans remain
peerless (if not flawless, this is
gymnastics after all) when at
their best.

And over two hours in front
of a crowd that included
everyone from tennis great
Serena Williams to actor
Natalie Portman, Biles left

women’s gymnastics

little doubt about anything.
Her status as the sport’s
greatest of all time. Her ability
to move past the “twisties”
that derailed her in Japan. Her
spot in the pantheon of the
U.S. Olympic movement.

She now has a staggering 38
medals in major international
competitions. Eight of those
have come under the Olympic
rings, moving her past
Shannon Miller for the most
by an American gymnast.

Yet her return wasn’t so much
about winning. Thats never
really been the point anyway,
just a byproduct of her
unparalleled excellence. It was
about a joy she had lost
somewhere along the way.

It seems to have returned. She
leaned into the crowd that
roared at every flip, every leap
and, yes, every twist. With her
husband - on break from NFL
training camp - waving an
American flag while sitting
next to her parents, Biles did
what she has done so well for
so long save for a couple of
difficult days in Japan during

a pandemic: she dominated.
Biles met with her therapist in
the morning to put her in the
right mindset. There was brief
- very brief - moment of
trepidation as she raced down
the vault runway, the event
that began to spin out of
control in Tokyo.

Only this time, she essentially
stuck her Cheng vault, the
one that sends her spinning
through the air in a fraction
of a second.

Afterward, she exhaled.

“I was like Yes, please no
flashbacks or anything,” Biles
said. “But I did feel a lot of
relief. And as soon as I landed
I was like ‘Oh yeah, we're
going to do this”

Yes they were. Just like always.
The only real drama centered
on who would finish next to
the Americans on the medal
stand.

Italy, which was a surprising
second to the U.S. During
qualifying, returned to the
podium for the first time
since 1928 by holding off
Brazil for silver.
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Gambhir praises India’s tenacity but calls
for further improvement on turning pitches

PTI M PALLEKELE

Head coach  Gautam
Gambhir praised India
for pulling off a tenacious
Super Over win in the low-
scoring third T20I against Sri
Lanka for a series whitewash,
but called for consistent
improvement on pitches
assisting sharp turn.

In a contest delayed by an
hour due to rain here on
Tuesday, India struggled
against both spin and pace on
a fresh pitch to make a mere
137/9.

But the Suryakumar Yadav-
led side showed doggedness
in the second half despite Sri
Lanka’s domination to force
the contest into a Super Over,
restricting the hosts to 137/8
from 129/4 after 18 overs,
and eventually winning the
match to seal a 3-0 win.
“Guys, congratulations on a
great series win.
Congratulations to Surya as
well, outstanding captaincy
and with the bat as well. I
asked for something before
the start of the game and you
absolutely delivered it.

“This is what happens when
you keep fighting, (and
when) you don’t give up,
Gambhir told the team in a
dressing room chat shared by

BCCI on X’ “These kind of
games happen and the only
way these key games can
happen (in favour) is when
we keep fighting on every
delivery and for every run
and this was the example.”

Gambhir, however, urged the
team to keep working on
improving collectively on
turning tracks which posed a

different challenge to the
batting group in particular.

“We keep getting better, we
keep improving our skills as
well because we still need to
get better on playing on
wickets like these, because we
might end up getting these
kind of wickets (in future).

“So we should first assess the
situation and conditions

RERM1I
INIDIE

really quickly and what is the
par score as well,” he said.
Gambhir urged players, who
are not a part of the three-
match ODI series starting on
Friday, to enjoy their break
but at the same time, keep
working on their fitness.
“Some of the guys will not be
a part of the 50-overs format
will have a longer break, so

make sure when you come
back for the Bangladesh
series...You can take a break.
You absolutely deserve it, but
more importantly, keep your
skills and especially the
fitness levels high.”

“You don’t want to come for
that series thinking that

| ‘okay, I can just turn up,

probably deliver for the team’
So make sure that from the
fitness point of view, the
fitness levels are right up
there,” he said.

Hardik Pandya praised
Shubman Gill and Riyan
Parag for their gritty 54-run
stand which pulled India out
of trouble.

“In batting first, we were
challenged, the conditions
were difficult, but after losing
those early wickets, Shubman
and Riyan, the way they
batter and created the
partnership was brilliant,” he
said.

“When you speak about
situational awareness, at that
point of time what both of
you did was very, very
important. That gives us a
platform to at least reach to a
decent total (to which) our
bowlers can make sure and
bowl at the right areas,” he
said.

Pandya praised Washington

Sundar (25 off 18 balls) and
Ravi Bishnoi (8) for their
respective contributions
highlighting the importance
of runs from lower order
batters. “I always emphasise
on the fact that the lower
order has to come and chip
in, and Washy and those eight
runs by Bishi (Ravi Bishnoi)
was very important,” he said.
Pandya also praised
Suryakumar for his inspired
bowling changes, with the
India skipper bringing on
Rinku Singh (1-0-3-2) for the
penultimate over and himself
for the last over (1-0-5-2)
which turned the game on its
head.

“As Gauti bhai mentioned,
Surya, well done in making
sure that the way you rotate
the bowlers, showing faith in
the bowlers which you gave
(the ball to) in the last couple
of overs that was brilliant and
as a bowling group,
obviously, it was fantastic,” he
said.

“When you win games like
this, eventually it kind of
takes us forward. We are
taking it step-by-step, but this
was definitely a right step
going forward for the future
and well done to all the guys
who are playing ODISs, kill it,
continue,” Pandya added.
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ltaly wing gold in women's
team epee fencing o disappoint
passionate French crowd again

AP M PARIS

he fans at encing are

among the loudest and
most passionate at the Paris
Olympics, especially when
France is challenging for a
gold medal. They usually leave
disappointed.
Italy overcame a passionate
“Marseillaise”-singing crowd
at the Grand Palais to hand
France its fourth fencing silver
medal of the Games in the
women’s team epee Tuesday.
Alberta Santuccio got the
winning touch for Italy in
overtime against France’s
Auriane Mallo-Breton to
complete a hard-fought 30-29
win for gold. It was the second
time that Mallo-Breton lost a
Paris Olympic final by a single
point after a 13-12 loss to
Hong Kong’s Vivian Kong
Man Wai in the individual
epee Saturday.
French fencers are 0-3 in finals
against non-French opponents
at the 2024 Olympics, with
those losses coming in epee
events. The host nation’s only
gold came when Manon
Apithy-Brunet  beat  her
teammate Sara Balzer in the
women’s saber final on
Monday.
“If you look at the (epee)
finals, of course we seem to be
losing, but were in the finals

all the same,” Mallo-Breton
said Tuesday through an
interpreter.

“I think that in the teams,
there are possibilities to go and
get some wonderful medals,
and we hope that the other
(French) teams will be able to
go and do that, so were going
to be supporting them.

Team fencing involves squad
members fencing one-on-one
in a rotating sequence that
means everyone gets to face
each opponent once. Despite
the overtime loss, Mallo-
Breton was still Frances
standout in the final with a
combined record of 14-10
against all opponents.

Italy has one gold, one silver
and one bronze medal so far in
fencing. Five more team events
remain.

Polish fencer Aleksandra
Jarecka was shaking on the
floor with emotion after
winning her team bronze.
Jarecka tied the score with less
than three seconds to go and
then won the tiebreaker point
for a 32-31 overtime win
against China.

Just before that was an
unexpected twist when an
apparent glitch with the
scoring system seemed to give
Poland an extra point in the
last minute, only to take it
away.

AP H PARIS

For almost five full games
at the Paris Olympics,
No. I-ranked Iga SwiateK’s
high-bouncing  topspin
shots were being sent back
over the net by No. 52 Wang
Xiyu of China with
crushing baseline
groundstrokes of her own.
Wang even held a break
point that would have given
her a 3-2 lead in the
opening set.

Then Swiatek restored the
expected order on Court
Philippe Chatrier - the site
of her four French Open
titles - and won four
straight games to close out
the first set along the way to
advancing to the
quarterfinals with a 6-2, 6-4
victory amid  stifling
conditions on Tuesday.

“It's never about only one
player;” Swiatek said.

“I was aware that she can
play great tennis. And I
accepted that some points
she can really take
advantage. But I wanted to
really be intense and push
in the right moments. Also
be patient and not slow
down. So I think my
intensity worked and in
important moments I was
the one that was more
solid”

In part because of Swiatek’s
dominance on the red clay
at Roland Garros, where the
Olympic tennis tournament
is being held, the 23-year-
old from Poland is favored
to add a gold medal to her
growing collection of big
titles.

Swiatek remains on
course for another title

Swiatek’s
opponent will be eighth-
seeded American Danielle

quarterfinal

Collins, who eliminated
Camila Osorio of Colombia
6-0, 4-6, 6-3.
Second-ranked Coco Gauff
was left fuming over a
perceived missed officiating
decision in a 7-6 (7), 6-2
loss to Donna Vekic of
Croatia.

Angelique Kerber, the 36-
year-old German who has
won three Grand Slam titles
and used to be ranked No.
1, beat 2021 U.S. Open
runner-up Leylah
Fernandez of Canada 6-4,
6-3 to become the oldest
women’s  quarterfinalist
since tennis returned to the
Olympics in 1988. Kerber
has said the Paris Games
will be the final tournament
of her career.

Anna Karolina
Schmiedlova of Slovakia
eliminated Jasmine Paolini
- the Italian who was the
runner-up at the French
Open and Wimbledon this
year - 7-5, 3-6, 7-5.

Marta Kostyuk of Ukraine
rallied past seventh-seeded
Maria Sakkari of Greece 4-
6, 7-6 (5), 6-4.

It's amazing

PTI M PALLEKELE

uryakumar Yadav’s ability to

take risks at crucial
junctures of the game like
using Rinku Singh in the
penultimate over and himself
in the final one won India the
third and final T20I against Sri
Lanka, said all-rounder
Washington Sundar.
In a low scoring match on
Tuesday, India pulled off a
stunning win with
Suryakumar making some
interesting bowling changes
towards the end of Sri Lankan

leadership from big hearted Suryakumar: Washington Sundar

innings. Chasing 138, Sri
Lanka were cruising towards a
comfortable win when they
needed 12 runs from the last
two overs with six wickets in
hand, but Suryakumar
introduced Rinku Singh in the
penultimate ~ over  who
returned 1-0-3-2, and brought
himself on in the final over to
take a couple of more wickets
and stun Sri Lanka.

In the Super Over, Sri Lanka
lost two wickets in just four
balls as India knocked off the
target of three runs on the first
ball itself with Suryakumar

hitting a four to seal a series
clean sweep.

“Honestly, it's amazing of him,
amazing of his leadership skills
to be honest because (with) 12
balls (left and) 12 (runs) to win
and for him to bring Rinku
(on), especially when Kushal
Perera is batting, and Rinku
got him out and Surya (then)
himself came in the last over
and won the game for us,
Sundar told the media after the
match. “We all know he has a
big heart when he goes out
there to bat but also he has a
big heart in terms of leadership

as well. All the credits to him
and (it was) amazing of him”
Sundar said it was Suryakumar
who kept on insisting that
India must take wickets in the
middle overs to maintain
pressure on Sri Lanka, even
though the hosts remained in
command during the run
chase.

“Surya kept telling us that one
or two wickets in between
game would definitely change
and obviously in these kind of
games, low scoring games,
even run-a-ball would put a lot
of pressure on the batsmen

because they need to get the
job done especially when the
wicket has something for the
bowler;” he said.

“He kept saying that (with) one
or two wickets in the middle,
especially in the middle overs
between 11 to 15, (we) will
definitely be in the game and
exactly that's what happened.
“I hope the audience enjoyed
the game because you won't see
such games every now and
then but to be a part of this
kind of a game and to be a part
of this game honestly feels
great,” he added.

Daniel of

AP H NANTERRE, FRANCE

Daniel Wiffen won Ireland’s
first Olympic gold medal
in the pool in 28 years. That
was thrilling enough as he
wiped away tears standing on
the podium, the Irish flag
draped over his shoulders.
Perhaps just as importantly, the
23-year-old Irishman is sure to
pick up some new followers on
his YouTube channel - a pitch
he made when asked how
people can learn more about a
swimmer who is largely
unknown outside his country.
“People should watch,” Wiffen
said after winning the 800-
meter freestyle on Tuesday
night.

“I blog every week - show you
exactly what an Olympic
champion does day-in, day-out
in the pool” Get ready for a
flood of fans, Daniel.

Wearing round glasses and

looking studious, Wiffen cried
as the Irish anthem played in
La Defense Arena. He may not
look the part of an Olympic

champion, but his
performance in the pool says
otherwise.

Wiffen will be back later in the
Paris Games, hoping to win
another gold on Sunday in the
1,500 meters - the final day of
competition in the pool.
“Idon’t normally cry, so I really

hope nobody is going to see
that,” Wiffen said.

“But it did come out of me, and
it's obviously just a special
moment. I've never heard that
national anthem from an
Olympics before”

Wiffen surged past Italy’s
Gregorio Paltrinieri on the
final lap, looking as fresh as he
did at the beginning of the
grueling race. He won in 7
minutes, 38.19  seconds,
overpowering defending
Olympic champion Bobby
Finke (7:38.75) of the United
States and Paltrinieri (7:39.38).
Mona McSharry won bronze
for Ireland’s first medal of these
Games on the previous night
in the 100 breaststroke.

“I was dying the last 20 meters,”
Wiffen said.

“I'm not sure if you saw that,
because my arms are in
absolutely so much pain. But I
knew that the crowd is gonna

reland wins Olympic gold and also
hopes to pick up some new YouTubeg fol
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carry me in, and that’s exactly
what happened. Then I saw the
red light on the block, and that
was it

Until these Olympics, Ireland’s
swimming  history  was
essentially  confined  to
Michelle Smith de Bruin, who
surprisingly claimed three
golds and a bronze at the 1996
Atlanta  Olympics  amid
suspicions she was doping.

She later received a drug ban
that essentially ended her
career, but she kept her medals.
Wiffen was not asked about
Smith de Bruin as he huddled
with reporters, primarily Irish
who were not looking to spoil a
special night.

“To be honest - it's going to
sound really weird to say - T've
dreamt of this moment so
many times in my head, T've
gone over it so many different
ways of how it was going to
happen,” he said.

France, Germany, Ganada clinch
Olympic basketball quarterfinal herths

AP B VILLENEUVE-D’ASCQ,
FRANCE

France’s miracle last-second
comeback at the Paris
Games got even better a few
hours later, when the host
nation clinched a spot in the
quarterfinals and a trip to
Paris for the knockout round
next week.

Also now officially in the
Olympic quarterfinals:
Germany and Canada. And
on Wednesday, the winner of
the U.S.-South Sudan game
also will have a spot in the
quarterfinals all wrapped up.

The field for the medal round
began taking shape Tuesday,
especially after reigning
World  Cup  champion
Germany pulled away from a
halftime tie and beat Brazil
86-73 in the final game of the
evening. That victory came
just after France got a four-
point play from Matthew
Strazel to tie the game late in

regulation and beat Japan 94-
90 in overtime behind 18
points from Victor
Wembanyama.

Those results left France and
Germany atop Group B at 2-0
and ensured of the top two
spots in the group over Brazil
and Japan, both of whom are
0-2. Canadas win over
Australia earlier Tuesday also
pushed it to 2-0 and now
assured of no worse than a
wild-card spot in the
quarterfinals.

“T just heard that” Germany
forward Franz Wagner said
about clinching the spot in
the quarterfinals. “Honestly, I
didn’t know. It’s good.”

There are three different
groups of four teams in the
Olympic tournament; the
top two finishers in each
group make the
quarterfinals, and the final
two spots in the next round
go to the best third-place
teams in group play.

Kaylee still rules Olympic backstroke

AP B NANTERRE, FRANCE

hen it’s time to race,
Kaylee McKeown is
sure hard to beat.
American Regan Smith came
into the women’s 100-meter
backstroke at the Paris
Olympics with the world
record and no shortage of
confidence.
At the turn Tuesday night, it
was Smith in the lead with
McKeown right on her heels.
By the time they reached the
other end of the pool, it was
the Aussie lunging there
first.
McKeown still rules the
backstroke.
“She is an absolutely
incredible racer and she
knows what to do when it
matters,” Smith said.
Smith, who broke
McKeown’s world mark with
a time of 57.13 seconds at
the U.S. Trials last month,

led at the turn but couldn’t
hold off the hard-charging
Aussie, who defended the
title she won in Tokyo three
years ago. McKeown surged
to the front about halfway
through the return lap and
reached for the wall in 57.33,
winning by a relatively
comfortable margin over
Smith’s finish of 57.66.

“The nerves were definitely
there but I just reminded
myself it's a pool in a
different venue, and I train
every single day of my life,
McKeown said.

The US. Also grabbed the
bronze as Katharine Berkoff
touched third in 57.98,
capturing her first Olympic
medal and following in the
footsteps of her father, David
Berkoff, who won four
medals - two of them gold -
in Seoul and Barcelona .
Smith reached over the lane
rope to congratulate

McKeown, but this one had
to sting. The 22-year-old
Minnesota native appeared
to be in top form and primed
to win her first gold medal.
Instead, it was McKeown
capturing her fourth gold
overall. She swept the
backstroke events in Tokyo
and also claimed a relay
gold.

“It’s one race at a time,
McKeown said. “T've checked
off three boxes so far and
there’s a few more to go”

American swimmers are
getting used to silver

It was a night of silvers for
the Americans, who took the
runner-up spots in all three
of the finals.

Bobby Finke came up short
in defense of his Olympic
title in the men’s 800
freestyle, relegated to silver
by Ireland’s Daniel Wiffen.
The Americans also finished

second in the men’s 4x200
freestyle behind Britain,
which captured its second
straight gold in that event.
Through four days at La

Defense Arena, the U.S. Has
a bunch of medals - 15 in all
- but only two of them are
gold. Seven silvers and six
bronzes round out the tally.

LOSS OF CERTIFICATE
I, Jitendr Kumar sinha S/o Late Gajendra Prasad RIO Flat
No El- 702, Block-A, Shree Sai Residency, Chitragupt
Nagar, Bargai, Po-Bariatu, Ranchi. PIN-834009. | here by
given the notice that my two original share certificate
having No0.3737 & 160003 bearing distinctive
N0.34372501- 34372600 and 44663617-44663666 for
100 & 50 share having folio No. SJ02476 of Timken India
Ltd, having its Registerd office at 39-42, Electronic City,
Phase-Il, Hosur Road, Banglore-560100 have lost while
travelling from my home to Stock Holding Corporation
office-Ranchi. | being the claimant shall be applying to the
IEPF Authority for re-credit of the shares transferred as
per the IEPF Rules. Any person having any objection to
the re-credit of the Shares covered in the said original
share certificate to the claimant, is requested to lodge
his/her objection thereto with the company at the above
address or with their Registrar,C B MANAGEMENT
SERVICES (P) LTD. P-22, Bondel Road, Kolkatta-
700019 in writing, within 15 days from the date of

publication of this notice.

DR. SHYAMA PRASAD MUKHERJEE UNIVERSITY

Ranchi, Jharkhand

Memo: DSPMU/G/600 & 601/24
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Dated: 01.08.2024

Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee University, Ranchi-834008, Jharkhand invites
tenders under two bid system (Part-I: Technical Bid and Part II: Financial Bid), from
experienced and reputed contractor/firms/agencies/companies only for “Repair and
Extension of Boundary Wall of University Guest House at Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
University, Ranchi, Jharkhand”.

Sno Tender ID Activity Date

1. Tender 1d: PuI.J]icat.ion of'I‘e.nder Document in 01.08.2024 at

i DSPMU/G/604/24 University ngmte _ 04:00 PM :

2 dated 01.08.2024 Last Date & Time for Submission of | 12.08.2024 till
Tender Documents 01:00 PM

www.dspmuranchi.ac.in.

The detailed information about the tender document can be obtained from the
office of the Section-Officer (General) or from the University Website: -

Sd/-
Registrar
DSPMU, Ranchi
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