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WORLD 8
PRESIDENT MACRON NAMES
CENTRIST ALLY BAYROU AS
FRANCE’S NEXT PM 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

With an aim to enhance
road safety and

strengthen highway
patrolling, National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI),
the central road making
agency will implement an
upgraded and forward-
looking Incident
Management Services. The
guidelines on the subject
include updated
specifications for new Route
Patrolling Vehicles (RPVs)
named ‘Rajmarg Saathi’ and
outlines design, functions,
technology, components and
manpower specifications for
the RPVs.
The RPVs conduct inspection
of National Highway stretches
to monitor and respond to
emergency situations. In the
existing RPVs, the rear space
is open for keeping

instruments and equipment
to support in case of
emergency situations.
However, due to open space,
the operators were not able to
keep these equipment in a
well organised manner, which
at times led to delays in taking
prompt action. 
In order to overcome such a
situation, the rear or trunk of
RPV has now been replaced
by a closed cabinet with
dedicated space for different
equipment and inventory.
The shelves have been created
to provide quick & easy access
to different equipment during
the emergency situations and
is a significant upgrade from
the earlier RPVs.
Additional advanced feature
of this new RPV is the
provision for dashboard
cameras equipped with ‘AI
video analytics’ to capture and
identify cracks & potholes as
well as other elements

including vehicles,
pedestrians, road signs, and
other infrastructure assets.
The data/ video footage

including road distresses shall
be collected on a weekly basis
by NHAI and this road
distress data shall be

integrated with NHAI One
application for more efficient
maintenance of roads.
The guidelines for ‘Rajmarg
Saathi’ RPVs include detailed
specifications related to the
use of vehicle, equipment and
manpower. To ensure service
fitness of the vehicle, the RPV
shall be replaced with a new
RPV, once it has exceeded
run of 3,00,000 km or has
been in operation for three
years.
Special emphasis has been
laid on branding and external
appearance of the RPVs to
maximise its visibility as a
Highway Patrol Services on
the National Highways.
Equipped with the advanced
communication and safety
tools, these vehicles will be
useful in minimising traffic
disruptions, improving road
safety and enhancing overall
road user experience along
the National Highways.

‘Rajmarg Saathi’ promises enhanced safety on National Highways
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Arjun granted
interim bail 
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RS for Allahabad
High Court Judge’s
impeachment
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us, say RG Kar docs 
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of three specialised vehicles

IndiGo Airlines apologises
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI 

Initiating a two-day debate
on Friday in the Lok Sabha
on “Discussion on the

Glorious Journey of 75 Years
of the Constitution of India”,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh accused Congress for
always choosing “satta”
(power) over the Constitution
and never tolerated autonomy
of institutions and tried to
destroy constitutional
principles and spirit. Singh
was countered by Priyanka
Gandhi, leading the
Opposition said that it seems
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has not understood that
it is ‘Bharat ka Samvidhan’ not
‘Sangh ka Vidhan’. She
described the Constitution as
a ‘suraksha kavach’

(protective shield) of justice,
unity and freedom of
expression and one the BJP-
led Government has made
every effort to break in the
past 10 years. 
Provoking the Opposition
MPs, Rajanth Singh said
Congress has sought to
project the Constitution as its
own contribution, while
deliberately ignoring the
contribution of several
leaders. “The talk of
protection of the Constitution
does not seem appropriate
coming from it (Congress).
These days, I see that many
Opposition leaders keep the
Constitution in their pockets.
Actually, this is what they
have learnt from childhood,
they have seen their families
keep the Constitution in their
pockets for generations,” he

said, adding “the BJP
(Bharatiya Janata Party), on
the other hand, always bows
before the Constitution and
has never played with the
independence and autonomy
of institutions.” Singh’s
assertion drew jibes from the
members of the Opposition
benches during a speech that
was largely heard in attention.
“Congress, during its decades
in power, often amended the
Constitution with a malicious
spirit to change it gradually,
while the Narendra Modi
Government has effected
amendments to strengthen its
fundamental values and for
people’s empowerment”,
alleged Singh, inviting
objections from Congress
MPs. 
Whenever there was a choice,
the Congress chose power

over the Constitution, he
claimed. It always tried to
“hijack and appropriate” the
framing of the Constitution,
Singh said, highlighting the
imposition of Emergency,
dismissal of many state
governments and
superseding of Supreme
Court judges for “standing
up” to the then Indira Gandhi
government to charge the
party with violating
constitutional principles. 
The BJP leader said he is
surprised that those who
subverted the Constitution
are now speaking for its
protection. “Expressions for
protecting the Constitution
from the Congress do not
look good,” he said in a jibe at
the Opposition party. The
two-day debate, which is
likely to end with Prime
Minister’s Modi’s speech, is
being seen as a highlight of
the ongoing parliamentary
session amid a running battle
between the ruling party and
the Opposition since the Lok
Sabha poll campaign, which
was marked by the INDIA
bloc building its campaign on
the Constitution being
allegedly under threat from
the BJP. 
Singh’s mention of the
country’s first Prime
Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, a
persistent target of the BJP’s
attack over the years, as one
of those who contributed to
the making of the
Constitution drew rare cheers
from the Opposition
benches. The BJP leader,
though, later also charged
Nehru with amending the
Constitution to override a
Supreme Court judgment for
“stifling” freedom of
expression.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI 

Members of several
Opposition parties on

Friday moved a notice in the
Rajya Sabha for the
impeachment of Allahabad
High Court Judge Shekhar
Kumar Yadav over his alleged
controversial remarks at a
recent VHP event, sources
said.
The notice for moving the
impeachment motion was
signed by 55 opposition MPs,
including Kapil Sibal, Vivek
Tankha, Digvijaya Singh,
John Brittas, Manoj Kumar
Jha and Saket Gokhale. These
MPs met the Rajya Sabha
secretary general and handed
over the notice for
impeachment a few minutes
before the start of the day’s
proceedings, the sources
said.
Some of the other prominent
MPs who have signed the
notice are P Chidambaram,
Randeep Surjewala, Pramod
Tiwari, Jairam Ramesh,
Mukul Wasnik, Naseer
Hussain, Raghav Chadha,
Fauzia Khan, Sanjay Singh,
AA Rahim, V Sivadasan and
Renuka Chowdhury.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
HYDERABAD

The Telangana High Court
on Friday granted a four-

week interim bail to actor
Allu Arjun, who was arrested
earlier in the day by the city
police in connection with the
death of a woman during the
screening of his latest movie
‘Pushpa 2’ here last week. The
HC order came shortly after
the actor was remanded to
judicial custody for 14 days by
a local court. He was sent to
the jail at Chanchalguda here
following the remand, amid
tight security arrangements.
The HC pronounced the
order granting bail to Arjun
while he was being taken to
the jail.          
The court directed the actor
to cooperate with the
authorities in the
investigation, while granting
him interim bail.
Earlier in the morning, Allu
Arjun was arrested by the city
police in connection with the
death of a woman during the
premiere of his latest movie
‘Pushpa 2: The Rule’. The
actor was taken into custody,
amid tight security, from his
residence and taken to
Chikkadpally police station in
a police vehicle.

PNS n KOLKATA

The junior doctors, who led
the months-long protest

over the rape and murder of
the resident doctor at the RG
Kar Medical College and
Hospital, expressed
disappointment with the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)
investigation into the case on
Friday after two key suspects
got bail from a court.
The Sealdah court granted bail
to RG Kar Medical College
and Hospital's ex-principal
Sandip Ghosh and former
officer-in-charge of the Tala
police station Abhijit Mondal
in the rape and murder case of
the on-duty doctor. They were
granted bail after the CBI
failed to file a charge sheet
against them within the
mandatory 90-day period.
“We are extremely
disappointed with the pace
with which the CBI is
handling this case,” said
junior doctor Aniket Mahato,
a leading face of the protests
that rocked the state.
“The system has failed us, and
the accused have been
allowed to go free due to the
sluggishness of the
investigation. This delay in
justice is a slap on the face of
all those who have been

fighting for accountability,” he
added. The junior doctors
started their demonstration
after the body of their
colleague was found at the RG
Kar hospital on August 9.
Following 50 days of cease
work that paralysed the state's
healthcare system, they went
on hunger strike on October 5
amid the Durga Puja festival,
demanding justice.
The hunger strike was called
off on October 24 after Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
met them. Mahato said they
were firm in their resolve for
justice. “We are not backing
down,” he said. “The CBI's
inaction has only fueled our
frustration. We will decide
our next course of action soon
and continue our fight for
justice,” he added. The CBI
took over the case on the
direction of the high court
following allegations of
mishandling by the police.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Days after being tagged as
the worst airlines in the

world, Indigo on Friday
apologised to the passengers
stranded in Istanbul airport
for hours owing to delays in
flights to New Delhi and
Mumbai. The airliner
apologised for the
inconvenience and assured
that the issue would be sorted
at the earliest. Passengers
took to social media to
recount their terrible
experience.
The trouble began when a
flight from Istanbul to Delhi,
scheduled to depart at 8.10
pm on December 12, was
initially delayed to the next
day at 1.30 pm. Passengers
were left at the airport with
little information or support
from IndiGo staff.
Similarly, the flight from
Istanbul to Mumbai,
originally set to depart at 8.15
pm on December 12, was
first pushed to 11.00 pm,
then delayed again to the
following morning at 10 am.
IndiGo operates one flight
each daily from Delhi and
Mumbai to Istanbul with
Boeing 777 aircraft. Many of
them have been stranded
since Thursday.
While the exact details of the
impacted flights could not
be immediately ascertained.
Frustrated travellers took to
social media to express their
dissatisfaction, saying they

received no communication
from IndiGo regarding the
ongoing delays.Despite
promises of lounge access as
compensation, the lounge at
Istanbul Airport was
overcrowded and unable to
accommodate all the
stranded travellers, they
claimed on social media.
“We are aware of the delays
on the IndiGo flight
connections to Istanbul. We
accord the highest priority
towards customer
convenience and our teams
are available at all contact
points to assist customers,”
IndiGo said in a statement
on Friday. The airline also
apologised for the
“inconvenience” caused to
the passengers.
Some passengers also shared
pictures of people stuck at
the airport.  In a post on X,
a passenger said, “first time
to India and stranded at the
Istanbul Airport for the last
24 hours because the IndiGo
flight keeps cancelling. No
food. No clarity. No
representative, No
compensation, Pathetic
treatment”.
“Lot of people stranded at
the airport due to pathetic
services by @IndiGo6E and
@ T u r k i s h A i r l i n e s
operators. Never book
flights with them as they
don’t value passengers
time. You can never be on
time with @IndiGo6E,”
another passenger said in a
post on X.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The Central Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) has issued notice to 17

direct selling firms including Oriflame India,
and Suii Dhaaga Lifestyle,  that were found in
unfair trade practices, service deficiencies,
and violations of the Consumer Protection
(Direct Selling) Rules, 2021. According to the
CCPA, of  these 13 entities are currently
under investigation while  reply from three of
the entities is awaited. 
Direct selling is a method of marketing,
distribution and sale of goods or services
directly to consumers, away from fixed retail
premises. This method relies on independent
representatives of the entity, known as direct
sellers, selling products directly to customers,
typically through personal contact, online
platforms, or home presentations.
The list includes multiple firms and the action
comes in response to concerns about
deceptive practices in the direct selling
industry. “However, some fraudulent entities
misuse the direct selling model to promote
illegal pyramid or money circulation schemes.
These firms  often make unrealistic promises
of high commissions, foreign trips,
entrepreneurship, high returns and a wealthy
future, contingent on recruiting others, which
violates consumer trust and established laws,
thereby exposing consumers to fraudulent
pyramid and money circulation schemes.
Three major signs that a product is being used
to disguise pyramid schemes include large
joining fee or investment, compensation
paid for recruiting and no right of return,
buy-back or cooling off period offered,” the
CCPA said. “The government remains

steadfast in its mission to create a fair,
transparent, and consumer-friendly market
ecosystem,” the statement said.
Consumers have been advised to exercise
caution by checking disclosures carefully,
avoiding recruitment-based earnings,
understanding return and refund policies,
reading contracts thoroughly and verifying
direct sellers’ credentials. The Consumer
Protection (Direct Selling) Rules, 2021, were
introduced to regulate direct selling entities
and protect consumer interests and
consumers will have to check certificate of
Incorporation, PAN, GST Registration,
important licenses as per the goods and
services offered, Certificate of Registration
of Trademark of the direct selling
companies.
These rules complement other existing
regulatory frameworks, including the
Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) Rules,
2020, and the Legal Metrology (Packaged
Commodities) Rules, 2011. The Department
has advised consumers  to stay vigilant and
report any suspected illegal activities or
violations related to direct selling to the
appropriate authorities.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW
DELHI

Three Indian students have
been murdered in Canada

last week and the Indian High
Commission in Ottawa has
taken up the matter of safety
of Indians with the Canadian
authorities, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said
on Friday. The safety, security
and welfare of Indian
nationals in Canada remains
of utmost importance to us,
MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said.
Jaiswal said the Indian
missions in that country are in
touch with the local
authorities for thorough
investigation of the incidents.
“In the last week or so we have
had unfortunate tragedies.
Three Indian students have
been murdered. We are
saddened at these terrible
tragedies that have struck our
nationals in Canada. We
extend our deepest

condolences to the grieving
families. Our High
Commission and Consulates
in Toronto and Vancouver are
extending all possible help in
the matter,” he said.
“Issues faced by them,
especially Indian students, are
raised by our high
commission and Consulates
with the relevant Canadian
authorities on a regular basis,”
he said. “We have also issued
an advisory for our nationals
and Indian students to
exercise extreme caution and
remain vigilant in view of the

deteriorating security
environment in Canada as a
result of the growing
incidence of hate crimes and
criminal violence,” Jaiswal
added.
According to official data,
over 400,000 Indian students
are studying in Canada. Asked
about reports of instances of
the Indian high commission
not granting visas in Canada,
Jaiswal described them as a
“disinformation” campaign.
“We have seen the said media
report. It is yet another
example of Canadian media’s
disinformation to malign
India,” he said. “Granting of
Indian visas is our sovereign
function and we have the
legitimate right to deny visas
to those who undermine our
territorial integrity,” he said.
“The commentary that we see
in the Canadian media on this
matter is akin to foreign
interference in India’s
sovereign affairs,” Jaiswal
added.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW DELHI 

The Special Protection Group (SPG), which
protects the Prime Minister, on Friday,

moved the Supreme Court (SC) challenging an
order of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) which refused
to allow extension of registration
period of three specialised
armoured vehicles by five years.
The matter came before a bench
of Justices Abhay S Oka and
Augustine George Masih, which
took objection that the elite force
approached the NGT for
registration of its vehicle instead
of moving the top court in the
MC Mehta matter. 
The SC has been monitoring the
air pollution crisis in Delhi in an
ongoing Public Interest Litigation in the MC
Mehta case. Appearing for the SPG, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, urged the Bench to
consider the matter on an urgent basis and
sought extension of registration period citing

importance of the vehicles. Tushar Mehta said
these vehicles are an essential and integral
part of Special Protection Group technical
logistics. 
The Bench converted the matter in an

interlocutory application and
posted the matter for hearing on
December 16. The NGT on
March 22 had refused to grant
the relief, saying such vehicles
being diesel vehicles cannot be
permitted to ply in the National
Capital Region (NCR)  on
completion of 10 years. “We are
conscious of the fact that these
three vehicles are special
purpose vehicles which are not
normally available and these
vehicles have run very less in the
last 10 years and are needed for

the specific purpose of security of the prime
minister but in view of the order of the
Supreme Court dated October 29, 2018, the
prayer made in the M.A. Cannot be granted,”
the NGT had said.

Telugu actor Allu Arjun leaves from
Gandhi Hospital after a medical 
check-up following his arrest, in
Hyderabad PTI

MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh speaks during a discussion on the 75th anniversary of the adoption of the Constitution of India
in the Lok Sabha during the Winter Session of Parliament PTI

CCPA puts 17 direct
selling firms in the dock
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It is for information that my 

matriculation Mark Sheet Roll 

No. 80200563 Index No. 

T/7419/265 pass out year 2009 

from ICSE has been actually lost. 

Gundeep Singh S/o Sohan Singh 

R/o Dadupura Road, Ward No. 7, 

Majitha, Distt. Amritsar. 

I, Premwati W/o Late Gyan 

Chand R/o Banda Singh 

Bahadur Colony, Shahabad, 

Distt-Kurukshetra declare that 

my daughter in law Pooja Devi 

W/o Ajay Kumar is out of my 

control. So, I disown her from my 

all movable/immovable 

properties. If anybody deals with 

her shall do their own risk in 

future. 

I, Faqir Chand S/o Suba 

Ram R/o House No. 1172, 

Daddu Majra Chandigarh inform 

that I had disown my son Suraj 

and his wife Sunita from my all 

moveable and Immovable 

Properties. Now they are under 

my control. So i cancel their 

disown. In future my son Suraj 

have full right in my all moveable 

and Immovable Properties. 

I Jai Teg Singh S/o Labh 

Singh R/o Kothi No. 844, Sector 

79, District S.A.S. Nagar 

(Mohali), Punajb-160062 

declares that my Daughter 

Samarpreet Kaur (Aadhar 

number 5950 4181 0547) W/o 

Pawandeep Singh R/o House 

No. 3150, Sector-17, Part-2, 

HUDA, Jagadhari, District 

Yamunanagar, Haryana-135003. 

MY daughter & her husband are 

out of my control, so I disown 

them from my moveable/ 

immovable properties. If anybody 

dealing with them will do so at 

their own risk. 

I  Mohan Lal S/o Sh  Munshi 

Lal R/o Village Saha, Sub Tehsil 

Saha Distt Ambala & Permanent 

Village Dhanaura Tehsil Ambala 

Cantt Distt Ambala,  inform that 

my Son Shyam is out  of  my 

control. So I disown my Son 

Shyam  from my movable and 

immovable properties.  I and my 

family will not be responsible for 

any kind of transaction or legal or 

illegal work done by him. 

I, Vinod Kumar S/o Dharam 

Singh, R/o House No 1313, 

Phase-1, Ramdarbar Chandigarh 

inform that my son Ashu and his 

wife Ravina out of my control. I 

disown them from my all 

moveable and Immovable 

Properties. Anybody deal with 

them will do at their own Risk. 

I, Karnail Singh S/o Sansar 

Singh R/o H.No.134, Nagina 

Avenue, Majitha Road, Amritsar 

have declare that my son 

Hardeep Singh and his wife 

Chanpreet Kaur are out of my 

control I disinherit them from my 

all movable and immovable 

properties any body deal with 

them is his own risk and 

responsibility. 

We Avdesh Kumar S/o 

Bhullar and Bishravati Devi W/o 

Avdesh Kumar R/o H.no 1222, 

Sector 56 Chandigarh, declared 

that our son Sunil Kumar and his 

wife Babita, both are out of our 

control, so we disown them from 

our movable immovable 

properties, anybody dealing with 

them at their own risk. 

I, Ranveer Singh S/o 

Krishan Lal R/o Village Bahia, 

Tehsil Rania, Distt. Sirsa 

(Haryana) declare that My 

daughter Jyoti Rani W/o Karan 

Singh is out of my control. I, 

disown them from all My 

moveable and immovable 

Properties and relation. In future, 

if anybody deals with her, he/she 

will do at their own risk. 

We Jagga Singh S/O 

Milkha Singh and Sahibjadi W/O 

Jagga Singh R/o house no 63 

village Maloya UT Chandigarh 

declare that our son, namely 

Soma Singh & his wife, Santosh 

Kaur are out of our control so that 

I disown both of them from our all 

movable and immovable 

properties. Anybody deals with 

them that their own risk. 

I, Swarno Devi W/o Ram 

Kumar And Ram Kumar S/o Telu 

Ram Vill.Bodha Post Office 

Bodhni, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 

Our Daughter Sonia are out of 

our control. We, disown them  

from all Our moveable and 

immoveable properties. If 

Anybody deals with him at Their 

Own risk. 

I, Wazir Singh S/o Desh Raj 

Vill.Mandi, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 

My Son Rahul Kumar is out of my 

control. I, disown him  from all My 

moveable and immoveable 

properties. If Anybody deals with 

him at Their Own risk. 

I, Rajbala W/o Sh. Suresh 

Kumar R/o 249/31 Gopal Nagar 

Hansi Road Jind Teh. & Distt. 

Jind (Hr.) declare that my son 

Vipin is out of me and my family 

members control. So, I disown 

him from my movable or 

immovable properties. If Anybody 

dealing with him will do so at their 

own risk, I am and my family 

members not responsible. 

I, Rajkumar s/o Maha 

Singh R/o Village Dhanana 

Alahdadpur, teh Gohana, distt 

Sonipat (Haryana) declare that 

in my Adhar card my name is 

wrongly written as Raja and 

DOB 01.01.1961. But in my 

birth certificate & voter card my 

name is Rajkumar and my DOB 

is 03.10.1963 which are correct. 

Please correct it in my Adhar 

card. 

I, 15621601-H. Ex Rect 

Manish Kumar S/o Jagbir Singh 

R/o VPO-Jadaula, Teh- Pundri, 

Distt Kaithal (HR), that in my 

army record my father DOB is 

mentioned as 01 Jul 1963 

which is incorrect whereas his 

real & correct DOB is 01 Jan 

1949 as per Aadhar and PAN 

Card. And my mother's name 

and DOB are mentioned as 

Krishna (DOB 01 Jul 1968) 

which is wrong. Her actual 

name and DOB are Krishna 

Devi (DOB 01 Jan 1953 ) ás per 

Aadhar & PAN Card. 

I Sukhwinder Singh S/o 

Kishan Singh R/o Village & PO 

Laroi Tehsil Adampur District 

Jalandhar, Punjab, declares 

that my son Jasraj Singh 10th 

Class documents (Pass 

Certificate and Statement of 

Marks) vide Unique ID 7607811 

and Index No. is 1224465/016 

has been lost somewhere at 

G.T. Road Bhogpur District 

Jalandhar, Punjab. All 

concerned note. 

I, Raj Kumari W/o No. 

14573997-F Ex Naik Late Sh. 

Vijay Kumar R/o Vill. & P.O. 

Sanghi, Teh. & Distt.  Rohtak 

(Haryana) declare that my 

mother in law name Gayatri and 

her DOB 01.07.1944 are 

wrongly mentioned in my 

husband Army record. But my 

mother in law correct & actual 

name is Gaytri Devi and her 

correct DOB is 01.01.1943. vide 

affidavit dated 13.12.2024 

before Notary Public Rohtak. 

I, No. 6942717K Ex LNK 

Vikash R/o VPO Kheri Bura   

Teh & Distt Charkhi Dadri 

declare that in my service 

record my son name as 

Deepesh Kumar and DOB 

01.09.2007 which is wrong.his 

Correct name is Dipesh Kumar 

and DOB is 01.03.2006. 

I, No. 6942717K  Ex LNK 

Vikash R/o VPO Kheri Bura   

Teh & Distt Charkhi Dadri 

declare that in my service 

record my daughter name as 

Rashmi and DOB is 20.04.2009 

which is wrong.her Correct 

name is Rashmi and DOB is 

20.04.2008. 

I, No 15204044L Rank Hav 

(DMT) Tarlochan Singh Unit 2 

Med Regt (SP) resident of VPO 

Dher, Tehsil  Sri Anandpur 

Sahib, District- Rupnagar 

(Punjab) , declare that im my 

army record name of  my 

daughter Sahijpreet Kaur (DOB 

19 Oct 2009) written wrongly,  

whereas her correct name is 

Sehajpreet Kaur and  DOB is 17 

Oct 2009.  

I, Amrinder Kaur M/o No. 

19002013F Rank Hav. 

Bikramjeet Singh S/o Salwinder 

Singh, Unit 24 Sikh R/o Village 

Theh Tikha PO Kot Santokh Rai 

Distt Gurdaspur, Punjab (India) 

declare that in Army service 

record of my son, my name and 

date of birth wrongly recorded 

as Raminder Kaur and 

07/05/1966. My correct name 

and DOB are Arminder Kaur 

and 05/01/1958. Concerned 

note. 

I Rajender S/o Bhalu Ram 

R/o Village Kasan Distt. Kaithal 

(haryana) Declares That I have 

changed My Name from 

Rajinder Kumar S/o Bhalu Ram. 

in future I Will be known by the 

name of Rajender S/o Bhalu 

Ram. All concerned please 

note. 

I, No. 9514705N Rank Hav. 

Gurvir Singh S/o Amarjit Singh 

R/o Vill: Kallowal Po. Passi 

Kandi Teh-Dasuya Distt. 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab, declare 

that in my Army documents my 

son’s name is written Fatehvir 

Singh. actually his name is 

Fatehvir Singh Sandhar as per 

his Aadhar Card and Birth 

Certificate record. 

I, Chellathai 

Amirthalingam Is Mother Of 

Army No. 15333913m, Hav, A 

Selvan Of Unit 5 Engr Regt C/O 

56 Apo, Residing At Door No. 

21-1, Melakaruppucode, 

Chunkankadai Post-629003, 

Villukuri Village, Kalkulam 

Taluk, Kanyakumari District, 

Tamil Nadu India Have 

Changed My Name From 

Chellathai To Chellathai 

Amirthalingam Due To 

Erroneous Mistake In My Son's 

Service Record. My True And 

Correct Date Of Birth Is 

13.05.1963 As Per My Aadhaar 

Card & Pan Card, But On My 

Son's Service Record My Date 

Of Birth Is Mentioned Is 

30.01.1959, Which Is Wrong. 

I, Amirthalingam 

Thanganadar Is Father Of Army 

No. 15333913m, Hav, A Selvan 

Of Unit 5 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo, 

Residing At Door No. 21-1, 

Melakaruppucode, 

Chunkankadai Post-629003, 

Villukuri Village, Kalkulam Taluk. 

Kanyakumari District, Tamil Nadu 

India Have Changed My Name 

From Amirthalingam To 

Amirthalingam Thanganadar Due 

To Erroneous Mistake In My 

Son's Service Record. My True 

And Correct Date Of Birth Is 

22.02.1956 As Per My Aadhaar 

Card & Pan Card, But On My 

Son's Service Record My Date 

Of Birth Is Mentioned Is 

30.01.1953, Which Is Wrong. 

म�, िवजय िसंह पु� �ी गीता राम 

िनवासी म. नं. 1404, सै�र 16-17, 

िहसार बयान करता �ॅ िक मेरे पासपोट� 

आिद कागजातो ंम  मेरा नाम िवजय दज� 

है जबिक मेरे आधार काड� म  मेरा नाम 

िवजय िसंह िलखा है। िवजय और िवजय 

िसंह दोनो ंमेरे ही यािन एक ही ()* 

के नाम ह+। भिव- म  मुझे िवजय िसंह 

के नाम से जाना व पहचाना जाए। 

I, Satwant Kaur Saini, W/o 

Late Sh. Parduman Singh 

resident of H.No–178 MIG 

Housing Board Colony, Kalka, 

Tehsil Kalka, District Panchkula, 

Haryana, have changed my 

name from Satwant Kaur Saini to 

Satwant Kaur, for all future 

purposes, these both names are 

mine, one & the same person. 

I, Snimar D/O Harvinder 

Singh R/O # 450-A Sector 61, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Snimar to Snimar 

Kaur vide affidavit No. 27184 

dated 14th August 2024, 

Chandigarh. 

I, Manju Rani W/o Rakesh 

Bansal R/o # 117, Phase 1, 

Sarojini Colony, Tehsil Jagadhri, 

Distt. Yamunanagar have 

changed my name from Manju 

Rani to Manju Bansal. 

I, Shruti D/o Rakesh Bansal 

R/o # 117, Phase 1, Sarojini 

Colony, Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt. 

Yamunanagar have changed my 

name from Shruti to Shruti 

Bansal. 

I, Ruchika Mangla w/o 

Gaurav Mangla R/o # 1849, Civil 

Line Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamunanagar have changed my 

name from Ruchika Bansal to 

Ruchika Mangla. 

I Hitherto Known As Maya 

W/O Chandra Bhan Residing At 

Vpo-Ratan Kalan (43), Teh- Ateli 

Mandi District- Mahendragarh, 

Haryana-123021 Have Changed 

My Name And I Shall Hereafter 

Be Known As Kamla Devi. It Is 

Certified That I Have Complied 

With Other Legal Requirements 

In This Connection. 

I, Gaurav son of Mahender 

Singh, residnet of House No. 

1506, Sector 16-17, Hisar, 

(Haryana) declare that I have 

changed my name from Gaurav 

to  Gaurav Kumar Ashdev for all 

future purpose. In future I will be 

known as Gaurav Kumar Ashdev 

instead of Gaurav.  

I, Viney son of Mahender 

Singh, resident of House No. 

1506, Sector 16-17, Hisar, 

(Haryana) declare that I have 

changed my name from Viney to 

Vinay Kumar Ashdev for all 

future purposes. In future I will 

be known as Vinay Kumar 

Ashdev instead of Viney.  

I, Karnlo Devi W/o Sunil 

Kumar R/o Village Mukarabpur, 

PO Udhamgarh, Tehsil Jagadhri, 

Distt Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Karnlo 

Devi to Karnalo Devi. In future I 

will be known as Karnalo Devi. 

I, Santosh Maini W/o Sain 

Dass R/o B-IX-718, Laxmi 

Garden, ITI, Yamuna Nagar 

have changed my name from 

Santosh Maini to Santosh Rani. 

I, hitherto known as Arun 

S/o Sukhdev Singh R/o 1207, 

Street No. 5, Adarsh Nagar, 

Sonepat, Haryana have changed 

my name and shall hereafter be 

known as Arun Malik.  

I, Karnail S/o Soran Singh 

R/o H. N. 142/1, Ward No. 18, 

Street No. 1, Near New Bus 

Stand, Kaithal declare that i have 

changed my name from Karnail 

to Karnail Singh. I will be known 

and identified as Karnail Singh in 

future. 

I, Padma Mirchandani W/o 

Sunder Mirchandani R/o BR-31, 

Dera Baba Jaimal Singh, 

Balsarai Khurd Beas, Distt. 

Amritsar, Punjab-143204 have 

changed my name from Padma 

Mirchandani to Padma Sunder 

Mirchandani. 

I, Moksha D/o Ritesh 

Mohan Gupta R/o 790, Tejli 

Road, Near Karan Resort, 

Jagadhri, Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar have changed 

my name from Moksha to 

Moksha Gupta. 

I, Vidushi D/o Parveen 

Sharma R/o 884 D-35, Janta 

Colony, Rohtak have changed 

my name from Vidushi Sharma 

to Vidushi. 

I, Ankush Sharma S/o 

Bhupinder Kumar R/o Rose 

Avenue Saili Road, Pathankot, 

Tehsil & District Pathankot, 

Declare That My FDS With Union 

Bank Dalhousie Road Pathankot 

My Name is Wrongly Entered as 

Anku, Ankush, Ankush Prashar, 

Ankush Prasad, But Actual Name 

is Ankush Sharma, Kindly So 

Correct It. 

I, Bhupinder Kumar S/o 

Manohar Lal R/o Rose Avenue 

Saili Road, Pathankot, Tehsil & 

District Pathankot, Declare That 

My FDS With Union Bank 

Dalhousie Road Pathankot My 

Name is Wrongly Entered as 

Bhupinder Singh, Bhupinder 

Prashar, Bhupinder Kumar 

Sharma, Bhupinder Prashad And 

Bupinder, But Actual Name is 

Bhupinder Kumar, Kindly So 

Correct It. 

I, Shashi Sharma W/o 

Bhupinder Kumar R/o Rose 

Avenue Saili Road, Pathankot, 

Tehsil & District Pathankot, 

Declare That My FDS With Union 

Bank Dalhousie Road Pathankot 

My Name is Wrongly Entered as 

Shakti Sharma, Shakti Prashar, 

Shakti Prashad, Shakti Prasad, 

But Actual Name is Shashi 

Sharma, Kindly So Correct It. 

I, Ashish Sharma S/o 

Bhupinder Kumar R/o Rose 

Avenue Saili Road, Pathankot, 

Tehsil & District Pathankot, 

Declare That My FDS With Union 

Bank Dalhousie Road Pathankot 

My Name is Wrongly Entered as 

Ashish Prashar, Ashish, Manu, 

Aashish Prashad, But Actual 

Name is Ashish Sharma, Kindly 

So Correct It. 

I, Manoj Kumar S/o Sh. 

Jagdish  Prasad r/o H.No 61/A, 

Aman city, Phase-2, Kharar 

declare that My father name in 

my driving licence is Jagdish 

Parsad but actual and correct 

name of my father is Jagdish 

Prasad. 

I Keshana W/o Kamlesh R/o 

House No. 61-B, Small Flats, 

Mauli Jagran Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Keshana 

to Suman. 

I, Ritik Goyal S/o Sh. 

Sanjeev Goyal Resident of 1455, 

Purani Mandi, Jawahar Nagar, 

Uklana Mandi Distt. Hisar have 

changed my name from Ritik 

Goyal to Ritik. 

I, No. 13914469 Ex Nk 

Amrik Singh S/o Sh. Kartar Singh 

residence of Village & PO  Badi 

Miani Tehsil  Dasuya Distt. 

Hoshiarpur (PB) has changed my 

wife's name from Amrijeet Kour 

to Amarjit Kaur whose correct 

date of birth is 05/02/1957. 

Concern Note. 

I Kanwaljeet Kaur S/o Labh 

Singh R/o Village Karasan Tehsil 

Naraingarh Distt Ambala have 

changed my name from 

Kanwaljeet Kaur to Kamaljeet 

Kaur. 

I Parminder Singh S/o Sher 

Singh R/o Village Landa  Distt 

Ambala inform that in my Aadhar 

card my name is mentioned as 

Parminder Singh .but my 

daughter’s Amanpreet Kaur all 

documents my name  mentioned 

as Parvinder Singh. Parminder 

Singh &  Parvinder Singh both 

are one & the same person 

I Narinder Kaur W/o 

Parminder Singh R/o Village 

Landa  Distt Ambala inform that 

in my Aadhar card my name is 

mentioned as Narinder Kaur but 

my daughter’s Amanpreet Kaur 

all documents my name  

mentioned as Narender Kaur. 

Narinder Kaur &  Narender Kaur 

both are one & the same person.  

We Saweta W/o Shri 

Kuldeep & Kuldeep S/o Shri 

Laxman Dass R/o H.No-33A,  

Behind Panchayat Bhawan, 

Kaccha Thakurdwara, Ambala 

City have changed our minor 

son’s name from Nyaan Kuldeep 

to Nyaan Gora. 

I, Balwinder Kour mother of 

No 2514053Y Sep Gurwinder 

Singh Village  Duliana Postoffice 

Dhanaura Teh. Barara Distt. 

Ambala ( Haryana) have Change 

my name from  Balwinder Kaur  

To Balwinder Kour and my 

correct date of birth is 04 -12-

1978 insteed of 01-07-1976. 

I, Mohd. Akram S/O. Islam 

Ahmed R/O. #750, Sector-11, 

Panchkula, Haryana. I Have 

Changed My Name From Mohd. 

Akram To Mohammad Akram. 

I, Devender S/o Brij Bhan 

Sharma R/o House No. 1098, 

Ward No. 09, Kharadiyan 

Mohalla, Kaithal, Distt. Kaithal 

(Haryana) declares that I have 

changed my name from 

Devender to Devender   Sharma. 

In future, I will be known by the 

name of Devender Sharma. All 

concerned please note. 

I, JC-490143M Ex Subedar 

Ramesh Kumar  (JAT Regt) S/o 

Sh. Deep Chand R/o VPO 

Madana Khurd,Teh - Beri, Distt. 

Jhajjar (Haryana) declare that in 

my service records, the name of 

my son is Vikash Kumar but in 

his all Educational certificates his 

name is Vikas Kumar. Vikash 

Kumar and Vikas Kumar is the 

same and one person. That know 

my son in future as Vikas Kumar. 

I, Luxmi Rani D/O 

Harbans Singh R/O Vill. 

Birdhana (139), Fatehabad 

Haryana-125050 have 

changed my name to Ravneet 

Kaur. 

I, Avneet Kumar Singla 

S/O Dalip Kumar R/O 670, 

Urban Estate, Sector-6, Karnal, 

Haryana-132001 have 

changed my name to Avneet 

Kumar. 

I, Rishi Pal S/O Jai Singh 

R/O Vill-Baldi, Baldhi (Par) (4), 

Karnal, Karna Lake, Haryana-

132001 have changed my 

name to Rishipal Mehla. 

I, Manisha W/O Rishipal 

Mehla R/O House No. 407, 

Near Khera, Baldhi (Par) (4), 

Karnal, Karna Lake, Haryana-

132001 have changed my 

name to Manisha Mehla. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Jasleen Kaur Daughter of 

Tarsem Singh Kainth residing 

at Street No.4, Talwandi Bhai, 

New Abadi District Ferozepur-

142050 Punjab have changed 

my name and Shall hereafter 

be known as Jasleen Kaur 

Kainth. 

I, hitherto known as Sapna 

Sohal wife of Daljeet Singh 

residing at Vill.Umra Nangal 

Tehsil Baba Bakala, Amritsar-

143202 Punjab have changed 

my name and shall hereafter 

be known as Sapna. 

I, Jtoyi W/o Puran Chand 

R/o H.No.7/21 Ravi Dass 

Nagar Kot Khalsa Amritsar 

have changed my name to 

Jyoti. 

I, Wasakha Singh Bhatia 

S/o Bhagat Singh R/o 4691/37, 

Gali No.3, Tahil Wala Chowk, 

Sultanwind Road, Sarwarpura 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Wasakha Singh 

Bhatia to Visakha Singh 

Bhatia. 

I, Gurvinder Singh Bhatia 

S/o Visakha Singh Bhatia R/o 

4691/37, Gali No.3, Tahil Wala 

Chowk, Sultanwind Road, 

Sarwarpura Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Gurvinder Singh Bhatia to 

Gurbinder Singh Bhatia 

I, Sajandeep Singh Josan 

S/o Kulwant Singh R/o VPO 

Manawala Kalan, Rakh 

Manawala, Tehsil & Distt. 

Amritsar, Punjab, India have 

changed my name from 

Sajandeep Singh Josan to 

Sajandeep Singh. Concerned 

Note. 

I, Raman Arora W/o 

Gagan Deep R/o H.No. 4016, 

Patel Nagar, Jandiala Guru, 

Tehsil & Distt. Amritsar, 

Punjab-143115, India have 

changed my name from Raman 

Arora to Raman. Concerned 

Note. 

I, Barham Singh 

Randhawa S/o Nazar Singh 

R/o VPO Mahabadhar District 

Sri Muktsar Sahib have 

changed my name from 

Barham Singh Randhawa to 

Baram Singh 

I, Baramjeet Singh S/o 

Nazar Singh R/o VPO 

Mahabadhar District Sri 

Muktsar Sahib have changed 

my name from Baramjeet 

Singh to Baram Singh 

I, Manveer Kaur Sidhu 

W/o Harinder Singh R/o VPO 

Mahabadhar District Sri 

Muktsar Sahib have changed 

my name from Manveer Kaur 

Sidhu to Manveer Kaur 

I, Karamjit Singh S/o 

Balvir Singh R/o Bargari Road 

VPO Jhakharwala Tehsil Jaitu 

District Faridkot have changed 

my name from Karamjit Singh 

to Karmjit Singh Sran 

I, Jasbir Kaur W/o Karmjit 

Singh Sran R/o Bargari Road 

VPO Jhakharwala Tehsil Jaitu 

District Faridkot have changed 

my name from Jasbir Kaur to 

Simarjit Kaur Sran 

I, Nachhatar Pal Singh 

S/o Hardial Singh R/o VPO Bal 

Kalan District Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Nachhatar Pal Singh to 

Nachhatar Pal Singh Dhillon 

I, Rajbir Singh S/o Nirmal 

Singh R/o H.No.137 VPO 

Mallowal Via Tarsikka Teh 

Baba Bakala Amritsar have 

changed my name from Rajbir 

Singh to Given Name Rajbir 

Surname Singh 

I, Barphi Devi Spouse of 

JC 249235A, Sub Darab Singh 

Gurjar R/o Village Nawar Teh 

Weir Distt Bharatpur Rajashan-

321408 have changed my 

name from Barphi Devi to Barfi 

Devi Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB88481956241680W 

Dt.13.12.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, No.JC 249235A Sub 

Darab Singh Gurjar S/o 

Harikishan Gurjar R/o Village 

Nawar Teh Weir Distt 

Bharatpur Rajashan-321408 

have changed my Daughter’s 

name from Sonal Singh Gurjar 

to Sonal Gurjar Vide Affidavit 

No.IN-PB 

8888481277532826W 

Dt.12.12.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Vijaya Lakshmi Spouse of 

No.14935142H Nk P. Suriyan R/o 

3/412, Jai Nagar, Sungurampatti 

VTC Vadagarai PO/ Sub District 

Thirumangalam District Madurai 

State Tamil Nadu-625706 now at 

15 Mech Inf C/o 56 Apo have 

changed my name from Vijaya 

Lakshmi to S Vijayalakshmi Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB88079657091732W 

Dt.12.12.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Kanchan Gupta W/o 

Harpal Singh R/o H.No.79, 

Village Bhaini PO Gumanpura, 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from Kanchan Gupta to Kanchan 

I, Harpal Singh S/o 

Mohinder Singh R/o H.No.109, 

Village Bhaini PO Gumanpura 

Amritsar have declare that 

Harpal is my Given name and 

Singh is my Surname 

I, Paramjit Kaur W/o 

Paramjit Singh R/o Vill. Daburji, 

G.T Road, District Amritsar have 

changed my name from Paramjit 

Kaur to Paramjit Kaur Bhagtana 

I, Paramjit Singh S/o 

Tarsem Singh R/o Vill. Daburji, 

G.T Road, Distt. Amritsar have 

changed my name from Paramjit 

Singh to Paramjit Singh 

Bhagtana. 

I Bhawna W/O Sh. Vipin  

Kumar R/O  Flat  No.19, Fourth 

Floor, Block A, Spangle Heights, 

Dhakoli Zirakpur, Sas Nagar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Bhawna To Bhawna Verma. 

I, Kamla W/O Shri Satpal, 

R/O Om Gali Nangal, Rupnagar, 

Punjab  Have Changed My Name 

From Kamla To Kamla  Devi. 

I, Jayshree Patel W/O 

Harish Choudhary R/O Plot No-

El-636, Industrial Area, Phase-9, 

Mohali Have Changed My Name 

From Jaishree To Jayshree Patel. 

I Dalip Kaur Alise Deepo 

W/O Balwant Singh R/O Husner 

The  Gidderbaha Distt Sri Muktsar 

Sahib Have Declared That I 

Known By Both Name's. 

I Niutan Khurana Son Of 

Ruldu Ram R/O H.No.4824 

Pandit Jai Dial Street Sri Muktsar 

Sahib Have Changed My Name 

Newton Kumar. 

I Rojy Khurana Wife Of 

Newton Kumar R/O H.No. 4824 

Pandit Jai Dayal Street Sri 

Muktsar Sahib Have Changed My 

Name Rosy Khurana. 

I, Harpreet Kaur Wife Of 

Des Raj Resident Of Village 

Talwandi Araian, Po. Sham 

Chaurasi, District Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab State That I Have 

Changed My Minor Son Name 

From Prince To Prince Jassi. All 

Concerned Note. 

I, Ashish S/O Late Sh. 

Harbans Lal R/O 712/5, Vpo 

Anwal, Distt. Rohtak - 124411 

Declare That My Date Of Birth Is 

23-05-2002. Now I Have 

Changed My Name From Harsh 

Eashpuniyani To Ashish. In Future 

I Will Be Known By Ashish For All 

Purposes. 

Classifieds

LOST AND FOUND

CHANGE OF NAME
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Farmer leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal’s hunger strike at

the Punjab-Haryana border on
Friday reached a critical stage
as it entered its 18th day.
Dallewal, who has been spear-
heading the ‘Delhi Chalo
Andolan 2.0’ at the Khanauri
border to press for 13 key
demands, including guaran-
tees for Minimum Support
Price (MSP) and the imple-
mentation of the Swaminathan
Commission’s recommenda-
tions, is facing severe health
complications.

Senior farmer leaders from
the Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM), including Bharatiya
Kisan Union’s (BKU) Rakesh
Tikait, joined the protest on
Friday, expressing solidarity
with Dallewal and urging the
Central Government to act
swiftly to address farmers’
grievances. Dallewal's protest
has become a symbol of
resilience, but his supporters
have now been urging him to
prioritize his health.

Observing fast since
November 26, Dallewal’s health
has been declining alarmingly.
Doctors, including specialists
from the US – who has been
monitoring his health since
Day 1, have reported that he
has lost 12 kilograms, his blood
pressure and sugar levels are
critically low, and his kidneys
and liver are at risk of damage.
As a cancer patient, his vul-
nerability is heightened, with
the possibility of a heart attack
looming. Despite these warn-
ings, Dallewal remains steadfast
in his resolve, insisting that he
will not end his hunger strike

until the demands are met.
SKM leaders, including

prominent face Rakesh Tikait,
BKU (Lakhowal) general sec-
retary Harinder Singh
Lakhowal, and BKU
(Dakaunda) president Manjit
Singh Dhaner, among others,
visited Dallewal at the protest
site.

Hailing Dallewal’s deter-
mination, Tikait said: “Sikhism
is rooted in sacrifice, and
Dallewal is upholding that tra-
dition. It’s time for the
Government to wake up to the
plight of farmers.” The leaders
called for unity among farmers’
groups and hinted at the pos-
sibility of escalating the protest,
including a plan to encircle
Delhi via the Kundli-Manesar-
Palwal (KMP) Expressway if
the demands remain unad-
dressed.

Lakhowal revealed that
SKM has convened an emer-
gency meeting on Friday to dis-
cuss Dallewal’s health and
strategize the next steps. “Our
paths may differ, but our
demands align,” he said, under-
scoring the need for collective
action.

The agitation has drawn
support from various quar-
ters, including AAP MLA
Gurdit Singh Sekhon and lead-
ers from over 100 farmer
unions affiliated with SKM
(non-political), the forum led
by Dallewal. Religious gather-
ings at the protest site have bol-
stered morale, while security
has been tightened to ensure
Dallewal’s safety. Farmers’
appeals for larger public par-
ticipation have intensified, with
calls for prayers and solidarity
marches.

Concerns over Dallewal’s

deteriorating health have inten-
sified, drawing attention to the
need for a unified front among
farmer organizations. Leaders
acknowledged that fragmented
efforts by different groups may
deter the Central Government
from engaging in meaningful
dialogue, while calling for a
more “unified” effort. A key
farmer leader Buta Singh
Sadipur has mobilized his sup-
porters from Samana to
Khanauri, and joined the pro-
testors at Shambhu border.

Sadipur, speaking about
the pressing need for farmer
solidarity, emphasized, “Unity
is the need of the hour. Only a
united front can compel the
Central Government to heed
our demands.” Also criticizing
the Punjab Government for its
inaction, he said: “No concrete
steps have been taken to
address the farmers' concerns
or to end Dallewal's hunger
strike.”

Amid mounting pressure,
farmer organizations plan to
convene at the Khanauri bor-
der soon to deliberate on future
strategies. Many believed that
a unified movement could
strengthen their position,
paving the way for negotiations
with both state and central gov-
ernments.
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Efforts to mediate have

gained urgency. Ambala
Deputy Commissioner has
written to his Sangrur coun-
terpart urging immediate med-
ical intervention for Dallewal to
prevent any adverse impact
on the ongoing protest and
maintain law and order. A day
before, Dallewal himself esca-
lated his demands by sending

a “blood-signed” letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
declaring it his first and last
appeal.

Dallewal’s protest is rooted
in the larger struggle for farm-
ers’ rights that gained momen-
tum during the 2020-21 agita-
tion against the now-repealed
farm laws. Despite differences
in strategy, his demands echo
those of SKM, including debt
waivers, pension schemes, and
robust MSP guarantees. The
rift between Dallewal and
SKM’s political arm has not
diminished mutual respect,
with leaders from both factions
acknowledging his contribu-
tions to the farmers’ move-
ment.

The hunger strike has
reignited debates on farmers’
issues, with SKM’s Tikait hint-
ing at another mass mobiliza-
tion to pressure the govern-
ment. “The battle is far from
over,” Tikait said, warning of
renewed protests that could
rival the scale of the previous
Delhi border demonstrations.
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Amid growing concerns

over Dallewal’s health, the
Supreme Court on Friday
issued stern directions to the
Punjab and Central
Governments emphasizing
that the farmer leader’s life is
of utmost importance. The
Apex Court directed immedi-
ate medical assistance to be
provided to Dallewal, while
cautioning the authorities
against using force to end his
hunger strike, urging both the
Central and Punjab
Governments to ensure peace
and avoid any escalation of the
situation.
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Punjab Police on Friday said it
has dismantled a Pakistan-ISI

backed terror module operated
by Babbar Khalsa International
(BKI) associates. The action
resulted in the arrest of two indi-
viduals, including a juvenile,
linked to the planting of an
improvised explosive device
(IED) at Ajnala Police Station last
month.

Director General of Police
(DGP) Gaurav Yadav said that
the module was orchestrated by
BKI operatives Harvinder Rinda
and Harpreet Singh, alias Happy
Passia, with execution directed by
foreign-based gangster Gurdev
Singh, alias Jaisel. The arrested
individuals, identified as
Jashandeep Singh, alias Danny, of
Jandiala Guru, and a 17-year-old
juvenile, confessed to their

involvement in the November 23
IED incident and other planned
terror activities.

Police recovered two
Chinese-made P86 hand
grenades, a sophisticated Turkey-
made 9MM Zigana pistol,
ammunition, and a black
Splendor motorcycle from their
possession. This recovery under-
scores the depth of the module's
plans, which included targeting
government establishments
across Punjab.

DGP Yadav highlighted the
operatives’ dual role in terror
activities and drug peddling.
“Preliminary investigations indi-
cate that the accused were lured
by their handler, Gurdev Jaisel,
with promises of money and
drugs. They were tasked with
planting IEDs and handling con-
signments of weapons and explo-
sives,” he stated.
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Former National
Commission for Women

chairperson and senior BJP
leader Rekha Sharma was
declared elected unopposed in
the Rajya Sabha bypoll from
Haryana after the deadline for
withdrawal of nomination

ended at 3 pm on Friday.  She
was the lone candidate in the
fray. The BJP had on Monday
announced Sharma's name for
the December 20 Rajya Sabha
bypolls.

Accompanied by Haryana
Minister Mahipal Dhanda and
former Haryana Assembly
Speaker Gian Chand Gupta,
Sharma was given certificate by
the Returning Officer after
being declared elected unop-
posed. The opposition had not
fielded a candidate for the
bypolls.

In the 90-member Haryana
Assembly, the BJP enjoys a
majority having 48 members,
the Congress has 37 seats, the
INLD two while three are
Independents. The
Independents also support the
Nayab Singh Saini government.

The Rajya Sabha seat in
Haryana fell vacant when
Krishan Lal Panwar of the BJP
had quit his seat following his
election as an MLA in the state
assembly polls held in October.
Panwar is now a Development
and Panchayat Minister in the
BJP government in Haryana.

Of the five RS seats in
Haryana, Subhash Barala, Ram
Chander Jangra and Kiran
Choudhry are BJP members
and after Rekha Sharma getting
elected unopposed, the number
of ruling party members in the
Upper House rose to four.
Kartikeya Sharma is an
Independent member.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Friday said that all crops of
farmers in Haryana are being
procured at Minimum Support
Price and the Punjab govern-
ment should also come forward
and announce that the produce
of farmers in the AAP-ruled
state will be purchased at MSP.

Talking to reporters after
inaugurating handicraft exhi-
bition, Saini said the works
done by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during the
past ten years for farmer’s ben-
efit are "historic".

He was asked a question
about Punjab farmer leader
Jagjit Singh Dallewal, who is
sitting on fast-unto-death, and
has also written an open letter
to Prime Minister Modi in
which he said that MSP to
every farmer is like the funda-
mental right to live.

Saini said the AAP dis-
pensation in Punjab and the
states where Congress is in
power should also take a deci-
sion to empower the farmers.
"Punjab government should

also take a decision to procure
crops of farmers at MSP. They
should not have a problem with
this. When farmers of Punjab
are facing problems, the Punjab
government should come for-
ward and announce that they
will procure all crops of farm-
ers at MSP," Saini said.

"In Haryana, we are procur-
ing all crops of farmers at MSP
and the state government is tak-
ing every such step which
empowers farmers," he said.
The Congress and other outfits
which are part of the opposi-
tion's INDIA bloc do politics on

everything, he charged.
Dallewal has been on a

fast-unto-death at the Khanauri
border between Punjab and
Haryana since November 26 to
press the Centre to accept the
agitating farmers' demands,
including a legal guarantee of
MSP on crops.

Saini also trained his guns
at the Congress, saying it has
been rejected by people of the
country.  The Congress "speaks
lies" and people have realised
this and they have been reject-
ed in Maharashtra also, he
said, referring to results of the

assembly polls held recently.
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Saini also welcomed the
Centre's move to implement its
key plank of ‘one nation, one
election’, as the Union Cabinet
on Thursday approved the con-
stitutional amendment bill to
roll out the concept of simul-
taneous Lok Sabha and state
assembly polls. "We used to be
stuck in one election after the
other. Sometimes, it is pan-
chayat polls, sometimes munic-
ipal polls, Vidhan Sabha or the
Lok Sabha polls. It not only
involves a lot of expenditure in
holding elections, but there is
involvement of time too. We
were not able to undertake
development at the pace at
which we want as the Model
Code of Conduct comes into
effect and development works
get impacted," he said. "I con-
gratulate the prime minister
and his entire team for the
approval they have given to the
One Nation One Election (ini-
tiative). The common people
will get the benefit of this," he
said.
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Sangrur in Punjab and Hisar in
Haryana reeled under severe

cold on Friday as biting chill con-
tinued to prevail at many places
in the two states. Chandigarh
recorded a minimum tempera-
ture of 7.6 degrees Celsius.

According to the meteoro-
logical department's daily weath-
er report, Sangrur recorded a
minimum temperature of 1.1
degrees Celsius.

Among other places in
Punjab, severe chill swept
Faridkot, which recorded a low
of 2.5 degrees, while Bathinda
recorded a minimum of 4.4
degrees Celsius.

Amritsar also experienced a
cold night at 3.8 degrees Celsius
while Ludhiana recorded a low
of 6.3 degrees Celsius. Patiala
recorded a low of 7 degrees
Celsius.

Meanwhile, in Haryana,
Hisar was the coldest place
recording a low of 1.7 degrees
Celsius.

Piercing cold also swept
Narnaul, which recorded a low
of 3.8 degrees Celsius. Karnal
recorded a low of 6.2 degrees
Celsius, Bhiwani 4.6, Sirsa 6.8,
Rohtak 8.8 while Ambala regis-
tered a low of 8.5 degrees Celsius.
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Chandigarh: The three-day flower show began at Terraced
Garden, Sector 33 in Chandigarh on Friday with Mayor
Kuldeep Kumar inaugurating it in the presence of Amit
Kumar, Commissioner, MCC. According to officials, the
Municipal Corporation made it a ‘Zero Waste’ event,
besides showcasing various stalls of different initiatives and
projects of Municipal Corporation Chandigarh and Self Help
Groups registered under DAY-NULM will be concluded on
December 15. The Mayor and Commissioner took a round
of all the stalls including Swachh Bharat Mission where aware-
ness is being created towards segregation of waste in four types
of waste separately from the source, compost of Horticulture
waste, Home Composting, Safai Mitra, construction and
demolition waste material, Fire & Rescue Services, jute bags,
candle making, painting by Self Help Groups, ‘Naya Sa’, ini-
tiative of MCC to reuse the old cloths by selling them to the
people on nominal charges after proper cleaning and iron-
ing etc. In addition to that the MCC also showcased its unique
initiative of making sticks and other items from floral waste
under the banner of ‘Arpan’ run by a self help group aided
by Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.
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Chandigarh: Following the footsteps of the Commissioner,
all officers of Municipal Corporation Chandigarh having the
requisite entitlement, on Friday volunteered to give up their
entertainment allowance by 50 percent, which will save expen-
diture amounting to Rs. 8 lacs per annum. Nearly 28 offi-
cers of MCC, including Joint Commissioners, Chief Engineer,
SEs, all Executive Engineers and other administrative offi-
cers gave up their entertainment allowance. Earlier, the MCC
Commissioner Amit Kumar had volunteered to gave up his
entertainment allowance to the tune of 50 percent, which costs
90 K per annum. "The Municipal Corporation Chandigarh
is facing huge financial crises these days and the
Commissioner has directed all his officers to curtail expen-
diture and explore maximum revenue generation solutions
in the Corporation," a statement said. The Commissioner also
slashed the expenditure of Chrysanthemum Show to Rs. 3.50
lacs from approved budget of Rs 24 lacs. The MCC auctioned
food court in the three days Chrysanthemum show for Rs.
3.35 lacs therefore meeting out all expenditure incurred.
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Chandigarh: Sirsa MP Kumari Selja on Friday said that the
water of the Ghaggar River is neither fit for drinking nor for
irrigation. In a statement, she said that in Haryana, the total
dissolved solids (TDS) range from 198-1068 mg/l, and in
Punjab, it is between 248-2010 mg/l. Despite claims by both
states regarding sewage treatment capacities, the reality reflects
otherwise.  Selja raised questions in Parliament to the Union
Minister for Jal Shakti about the condition of the Ghaggar
River. According to her, the Union Minister confirmed that
the water is unfit for drinking and irrigation.
��������� ������� ���� �� ������ �������� ����
��������������
������
Kapurthala: Congress MLA from Kapurthala, Rana Gurjeet
Singh on Friday called upon the people of Punjab to take
pledge to conserve energy in the form of electrical power for
a brighter and progressive future for the upcoming genera-
tions. On the eve of national energy conservation day (falling
on December 14), he said electricity is a national asset and
saving it is like performing fundamental duty as contribut-
ing towards the economic development of the nation. “So it
becomes a moral duty of all citizens of the nation to save elec-
tricity and contribute towards the nation’s development,” he
reiterated. Sharing that each unit saved is 1.25 units gener-
ated, he said people should make energy consumption more
ethical by making conscious choices. He said that lowering
energy consumption will have a positive impact not only on
the individual finances but will also help in nation-building.
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Friday

called upon recently returned
teachers from Finland to spear-
head an educational revolution
in the state, transforming gov-
ernment schools into vibrant
hubs of quality learning.
Addressing the teachers at his
official residence, Mann lauded
their successful training in
Finland and emphasized the
critical role they play in building
a strong foundation for the
nation’s future.

“It’s a historic day for Punjab
as our teachers return equipped
with world-class expertise,” said
the Chief Minister, urging the
teachers to serve as role models,
imparting skills and knowledge
that would allow students to
compete with their peers from
private schools. The Chief
Minister highlighted that the
state’s initiative to send 72 pri-
mary teachers for advanced
training in Finland was not just
a trip but a mission to overhaul
the education system.

Mann elaborated on why
Finland was chosen for this pro-
gram, citing its globally
acclaimed education system.
“The training has provided our
teachers with innovative tech-
niques and best practices that will
not only enhance their teaching
abilities but also bring a much-

needed boost to our education
sector,” he stated.

The program is aimed at
broadening the professional skills
of teachers, fostering leadership
qualities, and equipping them
with advanced pedagogical tools.

The Chief Minister empha-
sized that the enriched expertise
of these educators would
empower government school
students to excel academically
and socially. “This initiative will
enable the creation of an educa-
tion system that nurtures every
child's potential,” Mann asserted.

Mann called the Finland
training program a “red-letter
day” in Punjab’s history. He
expressed confidence that such
initiatives would help Punjab
become a frontrunner in edu-
cation. “This training will act as
a seed, growing into a tree of
knowledge that benefits not just

individuals but entire commu-
nities,” he envisioned.

To further support these
efforts, Mann announced plans
for creating platforms where
Finland-trained teachers could
share their experiences and
expertise with colleagues, fos-
tering a culture of continuous
improvement. He encouraged
teachers to take pride in their
transformative role, adding,
“Education is the most powerful
tool for progress, and you hold
the keys to unlocking our state’s
potential.”

The Chief Minister also
underscored the importance of
aligning students’ academic
paths with their interests rather
than societal pressures. He urged
parents and teachers to nurture
children’s individual strengths,
allowing them to achieve their
aspirations.

Adding an exciting dimen-
sion to the occasion, Education
Minister Harjot Singh Bains
announced upcoming student
visits to premier institutions like
the Indian Institute of Science
and Google’s headquarters. “This
will provide students with valu-
able exposure to cutting-edge
technologies and inspire them to
dream big,” he stated.
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Equipped with innovative
methodologies, the delegation of
72 educators — including
BPEOs, CHTs, HTs, and prima-
ry teachers — shared their trans-
formative experiences.

Manmeet Singh, a teacher
from Ludhiana, reflected on
how Finland’s playful learning
techniques replaced their reliance
on traditional methods. “We’ve
started sharing these techniques
with fellow educators, and the
results are promising,” he said.

Bathinda’s Daljit Singh
recalled praise from Finnish
trainer Cristina, who applauded
Punjab’s initiative. “Her encour-
agement inspired us to share our
experiences with local commu-
nities, bringing renewed energy
to our teaching,” he noted.

Meanwhile, Talwara’s
Amrinderpal Singh Dhillon
emphasized how the training
instilled a profound sense of
responsibility among the partic-
ipants. “This visionary program
will drive grassroots change in
education,” he said.

Baljit Kaur Parmar, a pri-
mary teacher from Fatehgarh
Sahib, expressed how the expe-
rience boosted her confidence. “I
feel equipped to contribute more
effectively, both inside and out-
side the classroom,” she said.

Educators were especially
impressed by Finland’s empha-
sis on practical education. Anoop
Singh Maini from Tarn Taran
highlighted, “The Finnish system
focuses on practical learning
alongside academics, a model we
aspire to replicate in Punjab.”

SCERT director Amaninder
Kaur Brar emphasized the need
for integrating practical tools into
classrooms, such as carpentry
workshops, to provide hands-on
learning experiences. “This
approach will ensure students
apply theoretical knowledge
effectively,” she added.

Several teachers acknowl-
edged the psychological benefits
of the training. Hoshiarpur’s
Vandana Heen said: “It was a joy-
ful learning experience that
encouraged us to rethink our
teaching practices.”

Others, like Nirmaljeet
Kaur of Tarn Taran, highlight-
ed Finland’s unique approach to
time management and moral
education. “These lessons will
prove invaluable as we apply
them in our schools,” she
shared.
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As part of the ambitious
'Sarkar Gaon Ke Dwar' ini-

tiative of the state government,
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Friday visited the pic-
turesque Tikkar village in Kupvi
tehsil of Chopal subdivision in
Shimla district. Despite the chill
of the evening, the enthusiasm
and hospitality of the villagers
radiated their warmth and affec-
tion to see the Chief Minister at
their doorstep reinforcing his
commitment to connecting with
the people at the grassroots level.

During the visit, Sukhu inter-
acted with villagers' right from
children to the elderly and
women. The villagers seized the
opportunity to inform the Chief
Minister of the day-to-day chal-
lenges they faced. He gave on-
the-spot directions to officers to
ensure timely resolution of the
issues raised by the people of the
area.

Sukhu then visited the home
of Hari Singh a resident of Tikkar
where he was greeted with a
warm welcome as per the local
customs. After warming himself
by the bonfire the Chief Minister

enquired about the availability of
health services and the state of
education in the area.

Conversing in the local
dialect with the villagers, Sukhu
discussed with them the chal-
lenges they face, particularly the
disruptions in public services
during the harsh winter months.
With a genuine interest in their
well-being, he listened attentive-
ly as the villagers freely voiced
their concerns. His patient and
empathetic approach allowed
him to gain a profound under-
standing of the issues at hand
reinforcing his commitment to
address the needs of the people

residing in the remotest corner of
Shimla district.

He informed the villagers
about the schemes and initiatives
started by the present state
Government and also briefed
about the special revenue Lok
Adalats at the tehsil and sub-tehsil
levels aimed to resolve long-
pending revenue cases in a time-
bound manner. He further told
them about the recent amend-
ments to the law, which have set
clear timelines for the resolution
of partition and correction cases
(nine months), marking cases
(three months) and transfer cases
(one month). He also shared the

state government's plans to
strengthen the rural economy by
introducing a Minimum Support
Price (MSP) for milk and the pro-
curement of maize and wheat.

Throughout the visit, Sukhu
took a keen interest in the local
folk, culture, their customs and
cuisine and savoured the local
delicacies and enjoyed tradi-
tional folk music to further
strengthen his connection with
the people of the area.

Health Minister Dr. (Col.)
Dhani Ram Shandi, State
Congress General Secretary
Rajneesh Kimta and others were
present on the occasion.
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Punjab GST Department has
unearthed a big  bogus billing

scam in Ludhiana, involving
fraudulent transactions worth
Rs 163 crores over the past two
years.

“The investigation revealed
that M/s Monga Brothers (Unit-
II), Buddewal road, Ludhiana,
was operating a complex web of
fictitious firms, creating fake
Input Tax Credit (ITC) and
defrauding the state exchequer.
The firm had made purchases
from 60 bogus firms, which
were either suspended, cancelled,
or had made purchases from sus-
pended or cancelled dealers,”
said the state Finance, Planning,
Excise and Taxation Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema said on
Friday. The Minister said that the
total turnover of these 60 firms
is approximately Rs 1270 crores.
“Punjab GST Department con-
ducted an inspection, search,
and seizure under Section 67 of
the Punjab GST Act, 2017, at the
business premises of M/s Monga
Brothers (Unit-II)…Based on
the investigation, Punjab
Taxation Commissioner ordered
the arrest of the partners of M/s
Monga Brothers (Unit-II) under
Sections 69 and 132 of the Punjab
GST Act, 2017,” said the Minister.

Appealing to the business
community to cooperate with the
Department and pay due taxes,
the Finance Minister warned
the tax evaders of strict action in
accordance with the law. He
reiterated the Punjab
Government's commitment to
curbing tax evasion and pro-
moting a fair and transparent tax
system.
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Government of Himachal Pradesh  Jal Shakti Vibhag

Himachal Pradesh  Jal Shakti Vibhag

HIMACHAL PRADESH JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG 
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(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)

IN THE COURT OF Meenakshi 

Gupta Additional Civil Judge 

(Senior Division), Phillaur

CNR NO.:PBJLB0-000721-2023

Next Date: 14-01-2025

HARMINDER VIRDI @ MINTU 

Vs.

KULDEEP KUMAR AND ORS. 

SUIT FOR PERMANENT

INJUNCTION

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 1.) 

KULDEEP KUMAR FATHER:- 

GIAN CHAND

4.) HARJINDER KUMAR 

FATHER:- SHARDHA RAM  

5.) PAWAN KUMAR FATHER:- 

SHARDHA RAM  

6.) SUNJITA FATHER:- 

SHARDHA RAM  

7.) ASHA RANI FATHER:- 

SHARDHA RAM ALL R/O 

VILLAGE DHESIANKAHNA, THE 

PHILLAUR, DISTT. JALANDHAR. 

In above tiled Case, the defendant 

(s)/ respondent (s) could not be 

served. It is ordered that 

defendant (s) /respondent (s) 

should appear in person or 

through counsel on 14-01-2025 at 

10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar

Additional Civil Judge

(Senior Division), Phillaur 

Dated, this day of 19-11-2024 

COURT NOTICE 

"Inviting Online Bids"



Weddings have long
been a grand cele-
bration where two

people unite, signifying not
just the union of two souls,
but also the joining of two
families. These joyous occa-
sions are infused with rituals,
traditions, and celebrations
designed to enhance the rich-
ness and pride of cultural her-
itage. 
Within the shimmering lights,
the grand feast, and the spir-
ited festivities, there exists a
frequently ignored reality:
the rising expenses these cel-
ebrations impose on families,
especially those in the middle
and lower-middle classes.
Dowry, once regarded as a
remnant of outdated and
oppressive traditions, has
taken on a contemporary
guise.  The concept of
“dowry” may no longer be
prevalent in everyday lan-
guage, yet its core remains
hidden beneath the polished
surface of what we now refer
to as “gifts.” What was once
viewed with disdain has now
been embraced, illuminated
by a fresh perspective that
aligns with contemporary
feelings. What’s the final take-
away? Families, particularly
the bride’s, face immense

financial strain due to these
“gift” expectations, which fre-
quently manifest as expensive
items, vehicles, and cash con-
tributions.
In many cases, what are pre-
sented as gifts are actually dis-
guised demands. Middle-class
families, determined to avoid
the label of being stingy, fre-
quently push themselves to
the limit to maintain their
standing. The expectation to
host lavish weddings adds an
extra weight, as in many cul-
tures, these ceremonies are
seen as a reflection of the fam-
ily’s standing in the commu-
nity.
In severe situations, for strug-
gling families, this can be dev-
astating; for individuals find
themselves compelled to
deplete their life savings or
other assets, while others are

drawn into loan schemes.
This debt, incurred at the
expense of societal expecta-
tions, is repaid over years—
and even decades—creating a
relentless cycle of instability.
The most concerning aspect
of this situation is its ongoing
nature and the way it sustains
economic and gender dispar-
ities. When a groom tradi-
tionally requests gifts for the
bride, it often creates an
unfair financial burden on the
bride’s family, even if the
demand is subtle. 
It merely reinforces the out-
dated notion that a family
must “pay” to marry off their
daughter. This approach truly
detracts from the principle of
equality in relationships and
adds unnecessary stress to
what should be a welcoming
event.

Now is the moment for soci-
ety to reevaluate its values and
confront these detrimental
customs. Marriage ought to
be a celebration of love and
togetherness, rather than a
cause for financial distress or
societal expectations. A shift
away from materialism is
essential, emphasising the
importance of mutual respect,
understanding, and equality.
Families and communities
should collaborate to foster an
atmosphere that values sim-
plicity and authenticity over
extravagance and false dis-
plays of wealth.
Both governments and social
organisations can play a vital
role in addressing this issue by
implementing laws against
all forms of dowry and rais-
ing awareness about its psy-
chological and financial con-
sequences. 
A debt-free, joyful beginning
to married life is the greatest
blessing any couple could
hope for. The true essence of
celebration is not found in the
extravagance of the occasion,
but rather in the commitment
to a shared future rooted in
love and respect.

(The author is a freelance
writer and a motivator;

views are personal)

The concept of ‘One Nation, One Election’ has been a subject of significant debate
in India’s political discourse. On December 12, 2024, the Union Cabinet, chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approved draft legislation to implement simul-

taneous elections for the Lok Sabha, state assemblies, and local bodies within 100 days.
This proposal seeks to streamline India’s electoral process, reduce the economic and
administrative burden of frequent elections and enhance governance. The ‘One Nation,
One Election’ initiative aims to align the election schedules of the Lok Sabha, state assem-
blies, municipal corporations and panchayats. The proposed legislation is likely to be
introduced in Parliament during the ongoing Winter Session, reflecting the government’s
intention to initiate nationwide consultations on this transformative reform. The draft leg-
islation incorporates 11 recommendations made by a high-level committee led by for-
mer President Ram Nath Kovind. These recommendations aim to address the frequent

disruptions caused by the current staggered election
schedule, which is a drain on economic, social, and
political resources. One of the primary suggestions
involves synchronising the election dates for the Lok
Sabha and state assemblies in the first phase, followed
by municipal and panchayat elections within 100 days.
To ensure smooth execution, a dedicated implemen-
tation group will oversee the reforms. 
Constitutional amendments, such as the introduction
of Articles 324A and 325, are proposed to facilitate
simultaneous elections, create unified voter rolls.
Elections demand significant financial resources and
conducting them simultaneously could reduce costs

related to security, logistics and administrative expenses. Frequent elections also result
in prolonged enforcement of the Model Code of Conduct, halting developmental activ-
ities, which a unified schedule could minimise. However, implementing this ambitious
reform involves substantial logistical and constitutional challenges. Synchronising elec-
tions requires amendments to several constitutional articles, including Articles 83, 85,
172, 174, and 356, which must be ratified by a majority of state legislatures. Building
political consensus among parties with diverse regional interests is another critical require-
ment. Furthermore, the Election Commission will need to mobilise resources, includ-
ing additional EVMs and VVPATs and ensure readiness of polling staff and infrastruc-
ture nationwide. Besides, simultaneous elections might overshadow local issues due
to the dominance of national narratives, potentially affecting regional representation.
Coordinating nationwide elections within a short timeframe also poses logistical chal-
lenges. Moreover, synchronising subsequent elections in cases of mid-term dissolu-
tions could create governance gaps, leading to policy paralysis. While the proposal promis-
es efficiency and cost-effectiveness, its implementation demands careful consideration
of constitutional, logistical, and political complexities. 

One Nation One Election

HC JUDGE FACES FLAK 
Madam— The Allahabad High Court
judge made insensitive comments about
the Muslim community and its practices
and used offensive language against
them, which was not warranted from
someone who is looked up to by thou-
sands of common men seeking justice at
the high court. It cannot be construed as
a slip of the tongue, as he spoke for more
than 30 minutes, and it is not the first time
he has garnered attention for his contro-
versial words; earlier too, his oral remarks
in the court made headlines, and he has
also said that cows exhale oxygen. Such
poor statements have the potential to
undermine public trust in the judiciary
and raise a question mark over judicial
integrity.
It is welcome that the apex court of the

country has taken note of this and sought
details of the speech. Some may argue
about freedom of speech, but the fact that
a judge’s impartial conduct in office and
public events should be above reproach.
The Supreme Court’s action in this mat-
ter should set the house in order for other

judges in district and high courts. 
Bal Govind | Noida

RS CHAIRMAN FACES NO CONFIDENCE
Madam — It is unfortunate that the rul-
ing BJP and the opposition parties in our
country do not look at each other as ide-
ological opponents but as real-time ene-
mies. The present move by sixty members
of the opposition expressing ‘no confi-
dence against the RS chairman may not
reach the extent of voting, and even if it
does, it will get defeated as the opposition
does not have the sufficient strength for
the motion’s success. However, such a
move by the opposition expressing lack
of confidence in the chair is a black mark
in the world’s largest democracy. This has
led to the situation that they do not engage
themselves with each other and ensure a
fair and useful debate in both the Houses
of Parliament, trying to score one over the
other. 

Gopalaswamy J | Chennai

FAMILY FIRST POLITICS
Madam — Family first is not only for
Biden. It is rather a human tendency to
attend to the needs and aspirations of the
family first before thinking and acting for
the cause of the society. Biden’s act of
granting a pardon to his son is seen as
a great sin because the US is projecting
itself as the promoter and protector of
democracy and democratic values all
over. Though it is expected of any leader
to rise above all petty thinking and pri-
oritise the benefit of the general mass and
the country, many a time we do observe
some people at the helm of affairs suc-
cumbing to simple human instincts,
keeping the disciplines and decorum
related to the position held at bay. No
doubt, such acts not only demolish the
image of the person that has been built
for decades but also bring shame to the
nation and the society he is attached to. 
We have seen the way the entire coun-
try of Sri Lanka was brought under the
grip of one family that led to unprece-
dented levels of corruption, amassing
wealth by the family, unleashing some
sort of dictatorship, and plunging the
common people into sufferings of all
sorts.
But people are watching, which all the

leaders should keep in mind. Biden lost
in the US, and the family is out in Sri
Lanka. India is not an exception. The
leaders of the ruling dispensation, point-
ing at the Opposition for promoting the
culture of family, assuming the leader-
ship of the party, are simultaneously
focusing on bringing their siblings to the
limelight of political careers. In most of
the states, the regional parties are almost
converted into family organs, and they
firmly believe in the dictum of ‘the king
and his family can do no wrong,’ mean-
ing that their family is above all the laws
of the land and none of them can be
questioned or punished. In India it is
almost an accepted norm to bear with all
the mistakes or misdeeds of the mem-
bers of the family in power. 

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur
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India’s democratic system is on the verge of a transformative

change with the ‘One Nation, One Election’ initiative

do with many variables,
most of which may not be
under the control of the
parties involved. Hence, it
could become like fiddling
with wires in the dark.
The solutions are not diffi-
cult if they are systematical-
ly put into operation. In
early childhood, when a per-
son is being taught words, it
would be helpful if the per-
son is also helped to choose
the better word to commu-
nicate his ideas. Proper pro-
nunciation should also be
taught. If the circumstances
permit bye linguicism or
multi-linguicism can be
practiced.
This would help adjustment
to different levels of people;
people of different ages and
from different contexts.
The solutions are known
just as much as the problems
are known.
But there is little systematic
attempt to put it in a frame
and help better communica-
tion. It is obvious that com-
munication can be between
two people of equal age,
between somebody who is
older and somebody
younger, people of the same
gender, people of the oppo-
site gender, people with
prior antecedents of relation-
ships, and people with no
prior antecedents of relation-
ships.

The contexts are huge and
almost impossible to exhaus-
tively list. This is not to say
that the problem is not solv-
able or cannot be handled.
The usual response when
there is a lack of clarity on
where to begin, one should
begin just somewhere and
hope that it runs on satisfac-
torily. If it is not entirely sat-
isfactory, it can be corrected
as one goes along. Being
inundated by problems and
not beginning at all cannot
be the answer. Sometimes a
simple problem can be so
elusive that it becomes dif-
ficult to structure it for a
solution. Effective commu-
nication is one such prob-
lem.
Any discussion touching on
communication will  be
incomplete without the real-
isation, as already noted,
that communication is not
always with words. There is
an oft-repeated quote to the
effect of ‘if you cannot
understand my silence, you
will not understand my
words’. Interestingly, silence
also communicates, and
there are different types of
silence. Often, body lan-
guage takes over, but that is
another matter.
Unfortunately, communica-
tion through silence also
needs deep insights and
research,Communication

can be between people
where one of the limbs that
is centrally used in commu-
nication, loses its function or
becomes unusable.  For
example, if someone has a
problem with listening
through one ear, the best
course of action would be to
help the person concerned
restore their hearing through
the other ear. 
However, this may not
always work. So options and
support systems have to be
generated. Like in many
things, psychological fac-
tors become very heavily
involved, and unfortunately,
those who are not capable of
deep thought fumble more.
There is a case for serious
research on all aspects of the
communication enumerated
above and more research
on communication per se, in
a scholastic mode, would
help.
Till then, one can only hope
that the general conversation
on communication will alle-
viate the confusion that
sometimes arises on com-
munication points. One
also hopes that research will
help good communication
all around.
(The writer is a well-known

management consultant of
international repute. The

views expressed 
are personal)

Unraveling the delicate

threads of human interaction

Conversation is a del-
icate business. It is
made even more
fragile by being cen-
tral to all human

interaction. The more knowl-
edgeable individuals feel that
communication is only partial-
ly through words. It can also be
through eyes, through touch,
through gestures, and even
through silence. The list can go
on. This makes communication
not only complicated but also
a sensit ive matter.
Communication can be with
oneself. It can be between two
persons, or in groups. It can be
a short distance or a long dis-
tance. The possibilities are
immense.
The pitch of the voice could
matter. The eye’s movement can
be an intervening variable, and
sometimes the more well-
versed practice cross-commu-
nication. It means giving one
message through one medium
and another through another.
In other words, it can be one
message through words and
another message through the
eyes.
If technology intervenes, it
becomes even more complex.
The technological interven-
tions can be through a medium
such as a handset, a telephone,
or, in some parts, a piece of
paper. In the past, pigeons
have been known to serve a
useful purpose. The permuta-
tions and combinations are
immense, and each has a value,
just as each medium has a
context.Like in the case of
many essentials in life, there is
no primer available and there
is no one author who has cov-
ered comprehensively al l
aspects of communication.
Hence, much of this is on
learning by practice. 
Much of this is also learning by
grief because in the absence of
a proper ‘Guru’ one can only
learn by trial and error.Many
relationships get under strain
or break because one meaning
is intended, but another mean-
ing gets conveyed. This can
sometimes be incomplete or
even distorted. Put simply, cod-
ing and decoding a message is
a complex process and has to

Gukesh youngest world chess champion

THE USUAL
RESPONSE WHEN

THERE IS A LACK OF
CLARITY ON WHERE

TO BEGIN, ONE
SHOULD BEGIN 

JUST SOMEWHERE
AND HOPE 

THAT IT RUNS 
ON SATISFACTORILY.

IF IT IS NOT
ENTIRELY

SATISFACTORY, IT
CAN BE 

CORRECTED
AS ONE 

GOES ALONG

Why simplicity and equality
must redefine weddings

I
ndia’s young Grandmaster D Gukesh defeat-
ed China’s World Champion Ding Liren in the
14th and final round, claiming the title of the

youngest world chess champion. At just 18
years old, Dommaraju Gukesh has demonstrat-
ed that conquering the world is possible at a
young age. Thursday was a historic day for
Indian chess, thanks to Gukesh’s remarkable
achievement. Gukesh broke the 14-year-old

record held by Russia’s Garry Kasparov, who
became the youngest world champion at the age
of 22 years, 6 months, and 27 days. Gukesh’s
victory marks a new chapter in the history of
chess. After Viswanathan Anand, Gukesh is the
second Indian chess player to earn the title of
world champion. In a 14th-round match that
lasted nearly four hours, Gukesh defeated Ding
Liren in 58 moves, becoming the 18th world
champion in chess history.
In October 2022, Gukesh had already captured
everyone’s attention by defeating then-world
champion Magnus Carlsen in a rapid chess tour-
nament. In 2024, Gukesh first triumphed in the
Candidates Tournament. Later, he played a piv-
otal role in helping the Indian men’s team win
the gold medal in the Chess Olympiad. Now, by
claiming the world championship title, he has
added another feather to India’s cap.

Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Mumbai

VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

RACHNA LAKHPATI

There is a pressing need to rethink our approach to weddings; advocating for a shift

towards simplicity, equality and genuine joy rather than crass display of wealth 

Communication is the lifeblood of human connection, yet it remains
one of the most intricate and fragile aspects of our existence
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A SPIRITUAL
LEADER,

PHILOSOPHER,
MYSTIC POET AND

SOCIAL
REFORMER, LALON

ARTICULATED A
WELTANS-

CHAUUNG WHICH
ENCOMPASSED

THE ESSENCE OF
THE BHAKTI CULT

AND SUFISM,
REJECTED ALL

DISTINCTIONS OF
CASTE, CLASS AND

CREED, OPPOSED
THEOLOGICAL

CONFLICTS AND
RACISM

Whether we like it or not, we have to constantly adapt to the chang-
ing time, changing thoughts, and changing future. Today, change
has become so rapid that some people, especially profession-

als, have to keep a constant watch on the emerging trends and must
be perpetually prepared to gear up in order to keep pace with change.
As a consequence of keeping themselves in high gear constantly over
a long period of time, many feel that rapid changes shake up their nerves
and are physically and mentally so exhausting and taxing that life has
become more of a problem than a pleasure. However, we must not have
the impression that every change is an anathema. 
No! On the contrary to common belief, change is generally a welcome
feature of life, and stagnancy is always considered boring. It is the rapid-
ity and high frequency of change, or the enormity of change, that forces
responsible people to miss the necessary physical and mental rest, keep-
ing them always on the move and causing them worry. But the ques-
tion that arises is, what has led to this condition of rapid and ever-grow-
ing change? Observation and analysis tell us that it is science and tech-
nology that are responsible for this predicament, as they compel indi-
viduals to lead an increasingly faster life in a highly competitive world. 
They force people to move like machines, which, too, are moving faster
day by day and are changing enormously in design and functions. But
if we go deeper into the problem, then we would find that science and
technology are, in fact, at the service of mankind; therefore, it is man

who decides what kind of gadgets and goods he requires and at what
pace—not vice versa. The evolution of science is based on man's needs,
desires, mindset, motives, emotions, set of values, conscience, and exter-
nal influences, including exposure to media and to society's approval,
appreciation, or criticism of his acts. Hence, these factors are the major
driving forces that lead to new inventions or new forms and designs. It
is these factors that determine the purpose and use to which science
and technology should be put. It is these which set new trends. It is these
that lead to the rejection of the old and the change to the new. 
Therefore, the rapidity of change depends, to a great degree, on the rapid-
ity of rejection of the old system, old set of values, prevalent fashions
and customs, and existing norms and beliefs. This, in turn, depends on
how rapidly a person is dissatisfied or discontented with the present goods,
facilities, services, practices, norms, status-symbols, and security needs.
This dissatisfaction or discontentment may, in some cases, be justified
and may, in most cases, be due to a lack of man's inner stability and
inner happiness stemming from a wrong set of values and wrong atti-
tudes. A thorough analysis of the present situation would lead us to the
conclusion that the current situation, which is leading us either to ten-
sion or depression or short-lived pleasure, is due to our own consumerist
attitude, which is geared mainly to cater to man's indulgence in sensu-
al pleasure or comforts. 
In order to bring a change to this callous attitude and wrong lifestyle,
we need to reform our mind by adopting a spiritual attitude through a
spiritual set of values, or what is called ‘Spiritualism,’ which is a turn-
around of thoughts and a way of living. Today, those people who are
trying to cope with change without bringing change to their mindset, value
system, and lifestyle through spirituality have really missed the message
of the wise. Therefore, it's high time that we as a society realised that
simplicity of lifestyle, by embracing spiritual values, alone would be the
remedy to the present precarious situation that would empower us to
manage rapid change with vigor and enthusiasm. 

(The writer is a spiritual educator & popular columnist; 
views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
HARMONISING
WITH CHANGE

In recent years, a notice-
able trend has emerged
among India’s Millennials

and Gen Z, the increasing
popularity of early cosmetic
treatments like fillers. This
shift highlights evolving
beauty standards influenced
heavily by social media plat-
forms such as Instagram and
TikTok, where idealised
images of f lawless skin
abound. 
These platforms perpetuate
an image-driven culture,
encouraging young people to
consider cosmetic enhance-
ments as a means to main-
tain a youthful appearance
and meet contemporary
beauty ideals. Recent data
from Deloitte underscores
this trend, revealing that 65
per cent of Millennials and
58 per cent of Gen Z in India

have a positive outlook on
using technology and aes-
thetic treatments to improve
their lives. 
This optimism is coupled
with a heightened focus on
self-care and personal
enhancement, which has led
to the rising popularity of
preventative fillers. Often
referred to as ‘Baby Botox,’
these treatments involve
minimal amounts of Botox
or dermal fillers used before

the onset of wrinkles, appeal-
ing to those who wish to
stave off the visible signs of
ageing before they even
begin. A significant demo-
graphic shift is evident in
data from NASSCOM, which
indicates that Millennials
and Gen Z comprise 52 per
cent  of India’s population. 
This figure highlights the
growing influence of these
younger generations who are
increasingly well-versed in
cosmetic procedures and less
stigmatised by them. The
normalisation of such treat-
ments owes much to open
discussions on social media,
where people share their
experiences and results, con-
tributing to a growing accep-
tance. The American
Academy of Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgery

reports that 64 per cent  of
practitioners have noted a
rise in patients under 30
seeking cosmetic procedures,
reflecting this broader cul-
tural acceptance. The allure
of preventative fillers lies
not only in the desire to
maintain a youthful appear-
ance but also in the empow-
erment that comes from tak-
ing control of one’s aesthet-
ic journey. 
Young individuals today are
more informed and proac-
tive about their beauty rou-
tines, often seeking expert
advice to make informed
decisions. This proactive
approach to beauty and self-
care represents a significant
cultural shift toward embrac-
ing enhancements as a nor-
mal part of life in a digital
era. However, while the

appeal of preventative fillers
is undeniable, young people
must approach these treat-
ments with caution. Overuse
can result in “filler fatigue,”
a condition where excessive
treatments lead to skin
stretching and the need for
more frequent interventions. 

A balanced approach that
integrates overall skin health
with aesthetic goals is essen-
tial to ensure that beauty
enhancements do not com-
promise one’s natural appear-
ance.
Education plays a vital role in
this process. Young individ-

uals are encouraged to seek
guidance from reputable
professionals who prioritise
safety and use high-quality
products. By doing so, they
can make informed choices
that align with their person-
al beauty goals without suc-
cumbing to the pressures of
fleeting trends. This empha-
sis on education and safety
empowers them to navigate
their beauty journeys with
confidence, fostering a sense
of self-assuredness in their
natural selves.
The rise of early cosmetic
treatments among India’s
youth illustrates a significant
cultural shift towards
embracing self-care and
beauty enhancements in a
digital era. As these genera-
tions navigate their identities
in a visually oriented world,

they increasingly turn to
options like fillers to main-
tain their youthful allure.
By prioritising education and
safety, young individuals are
empowered to make
informed decisions about
their beauty routines, foster-
ing confidence in their nat-
ural selves.
As this trend continues to
evolve, it will be intriguing to
observe how it shapes the
ongoing conversation
around beauty in modern
society. The future of beau-
ty is likely to be shaped by
these young, informed con-
sumers who value both inno-
vation and authenticity, set-
ting new standards for gen-
erations to come.

(The writer is Medical
Director, Sculpt Clinics;

views are personal)

The rise of preventative fillers: A new era in beauty standards

While change is often seen as a source of progress,
its relentless pace can leave many mentally drained

RRAJYOGI BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUNJ JI

The suppression of dissent, coupled with the growing boldness of extremist
ideologies, risks steering the nation towards a fundamentalist Islamist state

HIRANMAY KARLEKAR

Bangladesh’s secular
fabric under siege

organisations like the Hefazat-e-
Islam (Hefazat) and Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-Islami (Jamaat).
Hefazat’s hand in Kabir’s persecution
is clear from the fact that one of the
several charges on which he has
been jailed was filed with
Bangladesh’s International Crimes
Tribunal on August 20, 2024, by
Mufti Harun Izhar Chowdhury,
Hefazat’s joint secretary.  It showed
him, along with Sheikh Hasina, as
one of the 23 accused, charged with
crimes against humanity and mass
killing in connection with the vio-
lent clashes between Hefazat’s sup-
porters and members of security
forces and Awami League activists
during it rally in Dhaka, on  May 5,
2013, to press its 13-point charter of
demands. The latter included
demand for a stricter dress code as
ordained by Islam, a ban on statues,
candlelight vigils and public mixing
of men and women, besides the
scrapping of the Awami League gov-
ernment’s women’s development
policy. Also, it demanded the des-
ignation of Ahmadiyas as “non-
Muslims.”
The charter underlined the funda-
mentalist ideology of Hefazat which
was formed in 2010 to oppose the
Awami League government’s
women’s development policy
promising women equal rights to
property. Comprising mainly of
Sunni clerics heading a network of
19,199 Quami madrassas and its
students in Bangladesh, it has con-
siderable power to mobilise in the
streets. Its intensely anti-India ori-
entation was reflected in its violent
protests against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to Dhaka on
the occasion of the 50th anniversary
of Bangladesh’s independence on
March 26, 2021. Thirteen 13 per-
sons were killed and scores injured
in clashes between its supporters
and members of the security forces
and Awami League’s supporters.
While the Hefazat is not calling all
the shots in the interim government,

it certainly has a wide measure of
influence and has its way wherev-
er it wants, however small or big the
event or the demand is. The “Mahati
Sadhusanga and Lalon Mela”(great
gathering of sadhus and Lalon fair)
hosted by Muktidham Ashram and
Lalon Academy in Madya
Narsingpur, Kashipur Union
Parishad in Narayanganj, was sched-
uled to begin on November 22,
2024. There was to be singing, danc-
ing, festivities and food. Baul singers
and devotee from all over
Bangladesh were coming over for
the occasion. The district adminis-
tration, however, ordered its cancel-
lation. A report in The Daily Star
(November 23, 2024) quoted Fakir
Shah Jalal, founder of the ashram
and academy, said, “All arrange-
ments had been made, but the
administration did not permit the
event, citing warning from some
members of the “Muslim” commu-
nity. Even when we requested to
hold the event indoors, without
loudspeakers, it was denied.”
A spiritual leader, philosopher,
mystic poet and social reformer,
Lalon articulated a weltanschauung,
which encompassed the essence of
the Bhakti cult and Sufism, reject-
ed all distinctions of caste, class and
creed, opposed theological con-
flicts and racism. It is not surpris-
ing that such a person would be
anathema to fundamentalist
Islamists. The report in The Daily
Star, cited above, had stated that
Hefazat-e-Islam leader Maulana
Abdul Auwal had warned the
administration in a speech to stop
the event or face intervention by
protestors.
Other Islamist organisations are also
flexing their muscles. Speaking at a
grand convention of the District
Qaumi Madrasa Council in Dhaka
on November 25, Mamunul Haque,
the secretary general of Bangladesh
Khelafat Majlis, described the
August 5 revolution as a significant
step toward an Islamic revolution in

Bangladesh, adding that the coun-
try was destined to undergo an
Islamist transformation.
Not surprisingly, Ahmadiyas and
Sufis have come under attack.
Several of the former’s mosques
were attacked on August 6. A vio-
lent mob destroyed Baba Pagla
Ali’s Sufi shrine at Sherpur district
on August 29; another such mob
vandalised and looted Ismail Pagla’s
shrine in Sirajganj district on
September 3.
Meanwhile two Islamist terrorist
outfits—Ansar al-Islam (erstwhile
Ansarullah Bangla Team) and Hijb-
ut Tahrir (Tahrir) are increasingly
active. Despite the ban on Tahrir, its
supporters organised, on August 9,
a rally in Dhaka city and demand-
ed the establishment of an Islamic
Caliphate in Bangladesh. Also, the
statues of two police officers who
died fighting the terrorists at the
Holey Artisan Bakery in  July 2016,
have been destroyed and a Hijb-ut
Tahrir poster has been found at the
site. Despite the arrest of its media
coordinator in Dhaka in early
October, its activities continue,
albeit clandestinely, in many parts
of Bangladesh.
This is because the interim govern-
ment is pursuing a much softer line
against both Ansar al-Islam and
Tahrir than Sheikh Hasina’s govern-
ment. An example is the release of
the ‘chief ’ of Ansar al-Islam on bail
on August 26. As a consequence,
while the Hefazat and Jamaat are
riding high and terrorist bodies are
quietly active, champions of secu-
larism like Shahriar Kabir are
imprisoned and organisations
opposing communalism are appre-
hensive and defensive. In a situation
like this, one can hardly rule out
Bangladesh slowly sliding towards
becoming a fundamentalist Islamist
country and even an exporter of ter-
rorism.

(The author is Consulting Editor,
The Pioneer. The views expressed

are personal)

It is increasingly clear that fundamen-
talist Islamist organisations, which are
pathologically hostile to India as well
as to all secular and democratic per-
sons and organisations in Bangladesh,

are increasingly calling the shots in that
country under the rule of its interim gov-
ernment. An indication of this is the relent-
less persecution of Shahriar Kabir, an inter-
nationally acclaimed author, journalist,
champion of human rights, democracy and
secularism, and a tireless campaigner to
bring to justice the perpetrators of war
crimes during Bangladesh’s liberation war
in 1971. He continues to languish in
Kashimpur jail under terrible conditions.
Despite being designated as a prisoner of
conscience by Amnesty International, a
magistrate’s order giving him Division One
status, which would give him a separate
room and other facilities remains to be car-
ried out. This is because the deputy com-
missioner of Ghazipur district, where
Kashimpur prison, where he is lodged, is
located, has not signed the order, which will
be effective only after his signature is
affixed to it. Nor, according to reports, does
he seem inclined to sign it soon.
As a result, Kabir, who is 74-years-old has
to live among common prisoners and sleep
on the floor during a cold winter as his
health continues to deteriorate. Earlier,
during a remand hearing at Dhaka’s Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court on 20
October, Kabir had complained that he was
not receiving adequate medical treatment in
jail. On November 2, he was taken to
Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmed Medical College
Hospital for a check-up. According to its
deputy-director, he suffered from various old
age-related ailments but these were not crit-
ical.
Kabir has high blood pressure and diabetes
and a large accumulation of stones in his kid-
ney. Blood is coming out with his stool.
Given the role of the deputy commission-
er, who presumably has nothing personal
against him, it is difficult not to feel that the
it is the interim government, led by Nobel
laureate Chief Advisor Muhammad Yunus,
that wants to deny him Division One sta-
tus. That it continues to do so despite con-
siderable international demand for his
release is clearly the result of pressure from

HEMA PANT

India’s Millennials and Gen Z are embracing early cosmetic treatments like fillers as part of their self-care routines
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Israeli strike in Gaza kills 25 people as
US makes new push for a ceasefire
AP n DEIR AL-BALAH (GAZA)

An Israeli airstrike has hit
the central Gaza Strip,

killing at least 25 Palestinians
and wounding dozens more,
Palestinian medics said, just
hours after President Joe
Biden’s national security advis-
er raised hopes about a cease-
fire deal to end the war in Gaza.
Officials at two hospitals in the
Gaza Strip, al-Awda Hospital in
the north and al-Aqsa Hospital
in central Gaza, reported they
received a combined total of 25
bodies from an Israeli strike on
a multi-storey residential build-
ing in the urban Nuseirat
refugee camp on Thursday.
Palestinian medics also report-
ed that over 40 people, most of
them children, were receiving

treatment at the two hospitals.
The al-Aqsa Hospital said that
the Israeli attack also damaged
several nearby houses in
Nuseirat.
There was no immediate com-
ment from the Israeli military
on the deadly strike. Israel is
trying to eliminate Hamas,
which led the attack on south-
ern Israel in October 2023 that
sparked the war in Gaza. The
Israeli military says Hamas
militants hide among Gaza’s
civilian population.
Photos from the site showed a
completely collapsed building
with people walking through its
mangled and charred remains,
smoke rising from piles of
belongings strewn over the
rubble.
The bombardment came just

hours after Jake Sullivan,
President Biden’s national secu-
rity adviser, told reporters in
Jerusalem that Israel’s ceasefire
in Lebanon has helped clear the
way for another deal to end the
war in Gaza. He plans to trav-
el next to Qatar and Egypt, key
mediators in the ceasefire talks,
as the Biden administration
makes a final push on negoti-
ations before Donald Trump is
inaugurated.
Sullivan said “Hamas’ posture
at the negotiating table did
adapt” after Israel decimated
the leadership of its ally
Hezbollah in Lebanon and
reached a ceasefire there. “We
believe it puts us in a position
to close this negotiation,” he
said.
Israel’s offensive has killed over

44,800 Palestinians in Gaza,
more than half of them women
and children, according to the
Gaza Health Ministry, which
does not say how many were
combatants. The Israeli military
says it has killed over 17,000
militants, without providing
evidence.
The fighting has plunged Gaza
into a severe humanitarian cri-
sis, with experts warning of
famine.
Israel says it allows enough aid
to enter and blames UN agen-
cies for not distributing it. The
UN says Israeli restrictions,
and the breakdown of law and
order after Israel repeatedly
targeted the Hamas-run police
force, make it extremely dif-
ficult to operate in the terri-
tory.

Blinken urges nations to support
peaceful Syrian political transition
AP n JERUSALEM

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken is pressing ahead

with efforts to unify Middle
East nations in support of a
peaceful political transition in
Syria.
He is meeting on Friday with
Turkiye’s foreign minister after
talks with President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan to try to bring
Turkiye into a consensus to
prevent Syria from collapsing
into wider turmoil. 
It’s Blinken’s 12th trip to the
Mideast since the Israel-Hamas
war erupted in Gaza last year
but first since the ouster of
Syrian President Bashar Assad.
The outgoing Biden adminis-
tration is particularly con-
cerned that a power vacuum in
Syria could exacerbate already
heightened tensions in the
region and create conditions for
the Islamic State group to
regain territory and influence.
The fighting between Israel
and Hamas has plunged Gaza
into a severe humanitarian cri-

sis. Israel’s offensive has killed
over 44,800 Palestinians in
Gaza, more than half of them
women and children, accord-
ing to the Gaza Health
Ministry, which does not say
how many were combatants.
The Israeli military says it has
killed over 17,000 militants,
without providing evidence.
The war in Gaza was sparked
by an October 7, 2023, attack
by Hamas in southern Israel in
which some 1,200 people,
mostly civilians, were killed and
around 250 others were taken
hostage. Some 100 hostages are
still inside Gaza, at least a
third of whom are believed to
be dead.
Blinken says there’s broad
agreement’ between US and
Turkiye on Syria’s future: US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said Friday there was
“broad agreement” between
Turkiye and the United States
on what they would like to see
in Syria following the ouster of
President Bashar Assad.
“There’s broad agreement on

what we would like to see
going forward, starting with the
interim government in Syria,
one that is inclusive and non-
sectarian and one that protects
the rights of minorities and
women” and does not “pose
any kind of threat to any of
Syria’s neighbours,” Blinken
said in joint statements with
Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan.
The insurgent groups that top-
pled Assad in Syria have not
made clear their policy or
stance on Israel, whose military
in recent days has bombed sites
all over the country, saying it is
trying to prevent weapons from
falling into extremist hands.
Blinken also said it was crucial
to keep the Islamic State group
under control.
“We also discussed the imper-
ative of continuing the efforts
to keep ISIS down. Our coun-
tries worked very hard and
gave a lot over many years to
ensure the elimination of the
territorial caliphate of ISIS to
ensure that that threat doesn’t

rear its head again,” Blinken
said. The Turkish foreign min-
ister said the two discussed
ways of establishing prosperi-
ty in Syria and ending terror-
ism in the country.
“Our priority is establishing
stability in Syria as soon as pos-
sible, preventing terrorism
from gaining ground, and
ensuring that IS and the PKK
aren’t dominant,” Fidan said, in
a reference to the banned
Kurdistan Workers Party.
Blinken said: “We’re very
focused on Syria, very focused
on the opportunity that now is
before us and before the Syrian
people to move from out from
under the shackles of Bashar al-
Assad to a different and better
future for the Syrian people,
one that the Syrian people
decide for themselves.”
Blinken and Fidan said they
had also discussed a ceasefire
for Gaza.
“We’ve seen in the last couple
of weeks more encouraging
signs that (a ceasefire) is pos-
sible,” Blinken said.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erodgan, middle, and Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan, at Ankara Esenboga Airport.
AP/PTI

Russia targets Ukrainian
power infrastructure
AP n KYIV

Russia on Friday launched a
massive aerial attack

against Ukraine, involving
dozens of cruise missiles and
drones, the latest such strike
aimed at crippling the country’s
electricity system.
The Russian military targeted
the Ukrainian power grid,
energy minister Herman
Halushchenko wrote on his
Facebook page. “The enemy
continues its terror,” he said.
Halushchenko said energy
workers do everything neces-
sary to “minimize negative
consequences for the energy
system,” promising to release
more details on damages once
the security situation allows it.
Ukraine’s air force reported
multiple strike drones launched
at Ukraine overnight followed
by swarms of cruise missiles in
the country’s air space. It said
Russia also used air-launched
ballistic Kinzhal missiles
against Ukraine’s western
regions.
Friday’s attack is the latest in a
series of such raids that has
heightened fears that the

Kremlin aims to destroy the
country’s power generation
capacity as the winter sets in.
Since launching its invasion in
February 2022, Russia has
relentlessly pummelled
Ukraine’s electricity system,
resulting in repeated shut-
downs of critical heating and
drinking water supplies during
the bitter winter months in an
apparent attempt to break
Ukrainian spirits and resolve.
Moscow has declared that the
attacks are aimed at hobbling
Ukraine’s defence industry,
thwarting the production of
missiles, drones, armoured
vehicles and artillery, among
other weapons.
A similar massive attack on
November 28 involved about
200 missiles and drones and left
more than a million house-
holds without power until
emergency teams restored sup-
plies. Ukrainian officials have
warned that Russia is stockpil-
ing cruise and ballistic missiles
for more attacks.
On November 21, Russia for
the first time used an interme-
diate range hypersonic ballistic
missile to strike an industrial

plant in the city of Dnipro, in
eastern Ukraine. Russian
President Vladimir Putin
described the attack with the
Oreshnik missile as retaliation
for Ukrainian strikes on
Russian territory with longer-
range Western weapons. He
declared that more attacks with
the new weapon could follow.
The Pentagon warned
Wednesday that Russia could
use its new missile against
Ukraine again soon.
Around half of Ukraine’s ener-
gy infrastructure has been
destroyed during the almost
three years of war with Russia,
and rolling electricity blackouts
are widespread.
Kyiv’s Western allies have pro-
vided Ukraine with air defence
systems to help it protect crit-
ical infrastructure, but Russia
has sought to overwhelm the
air defences with combined
strikes involving big numbers
of missiles and drones.
Russia has held the initiative
this year as its military has
steadily rammed through
Ukrainian defences in the east
in a series of slow but steady
offensives.

Biden grants clemency to
four Indian-Americans
PTI n WASHINGTON

Four Indian-Americans facing
sentences ranging from 17

years to life imprisonment are
among nearly 1,500 people
granted clemency by President
Joe Biden.  These four Indian-
Americans are Meera Sachdeva,
Babubhai Patel, Krishna Mote
and Vikram Dutta.
“America was built on the
promise of possibility and second
chances. As President, I have the
great privilege of extending
mercy to people who have
demonstrated remorse and reha-
bilitation, restoring opportunity
for Americans to participate in
daily life and contribute to their
communities, and taking steps to
remove sentencing disparities for
non-violent offenders, especial-
ly those convicted of drug
offences,” Biden said in a state-
ment on Thursday.
“That is why, today, I am pardon-
ing 39 people who have shown
successful rehabilitation and
have shown commitment to
making their communities
stronger and safer. I am also
commuting the sentences of
nearly 1,500 people who are serv-
ing long prison sentences - many

of whom would receive lower
sentences if charged under
today’s laws, policies, and prac-
tices,” he said.
This was the largest single-day
act of clemency in recent times.
In December 2012, Dr Meera
Sachdeva was sentenced to 20
years in prison and ordered to
repay nearly USD 8.2 million for
fraud at a former Mississippi can-
cer centre she ran. She is now 63.
Babubhai Patel was sentenced to
17 years on 26 convictions for a
healthcare fraud conspiracy, a
drug conspiracy, and related
fraud and drug violations in
2013. Also in 2013, Krishna
Mote, 54, was sentenced to serve
life in prison after he was con-
victed of conspiracy to distribute
more than 280 grams of crack
cocaine and more than 500
grams of cocaine, and distribu-
tion of crack cocaine as an aider
and abettor.
Vikram Dutta, 63, was in January
2012 sentenced in a Manhattan
federal court to 235 months in
prison after he was found guilty
of conspiracy charges stemming
from his use of his perfume dis-
tribution business to launder
millions of dollars for a Mexican
narcotics organisation. 

Suspected spy with business ties to
Prince Andrew barred from UK
AP n LONDON

Asuspected Chinese spy with
business ties to Prince

Andrew has been barred from
the UK because of concerns he
poses a threat to national secu-
rity.
A British immigration tribunal
upheld the decision on
Thursday in a ruling that
revealed the Chinese national
had developed such a close
relationship with Andrew that
he was invited to the prince’s
birthday party. Government
officials were concerned the
man could have misused his
influence because the prince
was under “considerable pres-
sure” at the time, according to
the ruling.
British authorities believe the
Chinese national, whose name
wasn’t released, was working on
behalf of the United Front
Work Department, an arm of
the Chinese Communist Party
that is used to influence foreign
entities.
The government determined
that the businessman “was in a
position to generate relation-
ships between senior Chinese
officials and prominent UK fig-

ures which could be leveraged
for political interference pur-
poses by the Chinese State,”
according to the tribunal’s deci-
sion.
Prince Andrew, the younger
brother of King Charles III, has
been repeatedly criticised for
his links to wealthy foreigners,
raising concerns that those
individuals are trying to buy
access to the royal family.
Andrew’s finances have been
squeezed in recent years after
he was forced to step away from
royal duties and give up pub-
lic funding amid concerns
about his relationship with
Jeffrey Epstein, the American
financier and convicted
pedophile who committed sui-
cide in prison in 2019.
British intelligence chiefs have
become increasingly concerned
about China’s efforts to influ-
ence UK government policy. In
2022, Britain’s domestic intel-
ligence service, known as MI5,
warned politicians that a
British-Chinese lawyer had
been seeking to improperly
influence members of
Parliament for years. 
A parliamentary researcher
was arrested in 2023 on suspi-

cion of providing sensitive
information to China.
The 50-year-old Chinese
national covered by this week’s
ruling was described as a man
who worked as a junior civil
servant in China before he
came to the UK as a student in
2002. He earned a master’s
degree in public administration
and public policy at the
University of York before start-
ing a business that advises
UK-based companies on their
operations in China.
He was granted the right to live
and work in the UK for an
indefinite period in 2013.
Although he didn’t make
Britain his permanent home,
the man told authorities that he
spent one to two weeks a
month in the country and con-
sidered it his “second home.”
He was stopped while entering
the UK on November 6, 2021,
and ordered to surrender his
mobile phone and other digi-
tal devices on which authorities
found a letter from a senior
adviser to Andrew confirming
that he was authorised to act on
behalf of the prince in relation
to potential partners and
investors in China.

President Macron names centrist
ally Bayrou as France’s next PM 
AP n PARIS

French President Emmanuel
Macron on Friday named

centrist ally Francois Bayrou as
prime minister in an effort to
address the country’s deep
political crisis, after a historic
parliamentary vote ousted the
previous government last week.
Bayrou, 73, a crucial partner in
Macron’s centrist alliance, has
been a well-known figure in
French politics for decades.
His political experience is seen
as key in efforts to restore sta-
bility as no single party holds
a majority at the National
Assembly.
Macron’s office said in a state-
ment that Bayrou “has been
charged with forming a new
government.”
Former Prime Minister Michel
Barnier resigned last week fol-
lowing a no-confidence vote
prompted by budget disputes in
the National Assembly, leaving
France without a functioning
government. Macron in an
address to the nation vowed to
remain in office until his term
ends in 2027.
Bayrou is expected to hold
talks with political leaders from
various parties in the coming

days in order to choose new
ministers.
The task appears challenging
because Macron’s centrist
alliance does not have a major-
ity in parliament and Bayrou’s
Cabinet will need to rely on
moderate lawmakers from both
the left and right to be able to
stay in power. Some conserv-
atives are expected to be part of
the new government.
Macron’s strategy aims at pre-
venting far-right leader Marine
Le Pen from holding “make or
break” power over the govern-
ment. Le Pen helped oust
Barnier by joining her National
Rally party’s forces to the left to
pass the no-confidence motion
last week.

The president of the National
Rally, Jordan Bardella, said
Friday his party will take a
wait-and-see approach for now.
“Our red lines are still there,
they’re not going to change,” he
warned.
National Rally officials, includ-
ing Le Pen, have said they want
any new budget law to preserve
the purchasing power of the
French people.
Bayrou’s appointment comes
also in line with Macron’s
efforts to build a non-aggres-
sion pact with the Socialists so
that they commit not to vote
against the government in any
future confidence motion.
Mathilde Panot, head of the
hard-left France Unbowed

group at the National
Assembly, criticised Bayrou’s
appointment in a message on
X as “the continuity of
(Macron’s) bad policies.” She
said her party is ready to vote
for a no-confidence motion
again against the new govern-
ment. Bayrou leads the centrist
Democratic Movement, known
as MoDem, which he founded
in 2007.
In 2017, he supported Macron’s
first presidential bid and
became a weighty partner in
the French president’s centrist
alliance. At the time, he was
appointed justice minister, but
he quickly resigned from the
government amid an investiga-
tion into the MoDem’s alleged
embezzlement of European
Parliament funds.
Bayrou this year was cleared in
the case by a Paris court, which
found eight other party officials
guilty and sentenced the party
to pay a fine.
Bayrou became well known to
the French public when he was
education minister from 1993
to 1997 in a conservative gov-
ernment.
He was three times a candidate
for president, in 2002, 2007 and
2012.

Francois Bayrou

Biden watching situation in Bangladesh
very closely: White House
PTI n WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden is close-
ly monitoring the situation

in Bangladesh and the US
will hold the country’s interim
government accountable for
ensuring the protection of
religious and ethnic minori-
ties, the White House has
said.
The security situation in
Bangladesh has been difficult
following the ouster of the for-
mer prime minister Sheikh
Hasina, White House National
Security Communications
Advisor John Kirby said.
“And we have been working
closely with the interim gov-
ernment to enhance the capa-
bility of their law enforcement
and security services to deal
with the challenge,” Kirby said
at a news conference on
Thursday.

Hasina was ousted as prime
minister in the face of a mas-
sive anti-government protest
in August.  
There have been a spate of
incidents of violence against
Hindus and other minorities,
as well as attacks on temples in
the last few weeks in
Bangladesh. 
“We’ve been very clear in our
engagement with al l
Bangladeshi leaders that pro-
tection of religious and ethnic
minorities is absolutely criti-
cal, and the leaders of the
interim government have
repeatedly committed to pro-
viding security to all
Bangladeshis, regardless of
religion or ethnicity,” he said.
“We want to hold them to
that,” Kirby said in response to
a question.
Over the past few weeks,
Indian Americans have held

peaceful protests and march-
es in several cities, including
in front of the White House, in
Chicago, New York, SFO,
Detroit, Houston and Atlanta,
urging Biden to help stop
alleged brutalities against the
minority Hindu community in
Bangladesh.
Earlier in the day, Indian-
American Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi urged mem-
bers of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee to
address the issue of violence
against minorities, primarily
Hindus, in Bangladesh during
the confirmation hearing of
Senator Marco Rubio for the
position of secretary of state.
President-elect Donald Trump
has nominated Senator Rubio
for the top diplomatic posi-
tion. The date of his confirma-
tion hearing has not been
announced yet.

British Indian hedge fund trader jailed in Denmark
PTI n LONDON

ABritish hedge fund trader
of Indian heritage has been

sentenced to 12 years in prison
by authorities in Denmark
after being found guilty of a tax
fraud amounting to over GBP
1 billion.
Sanjay Shah, 54, was handed
the maximum prison sentence
for an economic crime by a dis-
trict court in Glostrup this
week. The Danish prosecu-
tion said in a statement that the
court found it proven that
Shah was the mastermind
behind a complex setup in
which 190 American pension
companies and 24 Malaysian
companies entered into agree-
ments to purchase Danish list-

ed shares at times when the
shares were traded with the
right to dividends.
“The verdict is a milestone in
the criminal justice settlement
following the dividend tax
cases, as the convicted person
was the main instigator of a
fraud against the Danish state
of historic proportions,” said
Marie Tullin, special prosecu-
tor at the State Attorney for
Serious Crime (SSK).
“It is therefore with satisfaction
that I can now state that the
court has imposed a sentence
that reflects the extremely seri-
ous and extensive nature of the
case,” she said.
In addition to the prison sen-
tence, the court confiscated a
total of approximately 7.2 bil-

lion kroner (USD 1bn), cor-
responding to the economic
gain of the convicted person.
Among other things, deposits
in accounts in foreign banks,
shares and bonds, as well as a
number of properties or
shares thereof belonging to
the convicted person, his
companies or his wife were
confiscated.
“The fraud has caused a major
loss for the Danish state, and it
is therefore of crucial impor-
tance that the court today has
confiscated an amount that
corresponds to the convicted
person’s profits from the fraud,”
says Dennis Bæckmann, spe-
cial prosecutor, National Unit
for Serious Crime (NSK).
Shah, who has denied wrong-

doing, was also expelled from
Denmark permanently, and he
was denied the right to partic-
ipate in the management of a
business in Denmark or abroad
without being personally and
unlimitedly liable for the com-
pany’s obligations.
He has lodged an appeal
against the Glostrup district
court’s verdict in the High
Court. According to the Danish
Prosecution Service
(AnklageMyndigheden), the
British national was convicted
of committing fraud of a “par-
ticularly serious nature for
9,025,205,871 kroner (GBP
1bn) and attempted fraud for
an additional 553,346,302 kro-
ner during a period from 2012
to 2015”.

Speaker resigns
in Sri Lanka
Colombo (PTI): Sri Lanka’s
Parliament Speaker Asoka
Ranwala announced his resig-
nation on Friday following
days of speculation about him
falsifying his educational qual-
ifications.

“In recent days, a prob-
lem with my educational
qualifications has been raised
in society. I have not made
any false statements about
my educational qualifica-
tions,” Ranwala said in a
statement.

Asserting that he cur-
rently does not possess any
documents to prove his qual-
ifications, Ranwala said that
it would also not be possible
for him to obtain these from
the relevant institutions.

“However, in order to stop
the inconvenience caused to
the government and the people
who had placed trust in the
government, I have decided to
resign from the post of
Speaker,” he said.
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Trump invites Xi Jinping to
his Jan 20 inauguration
PTI n WASHINGTON

US President-elect Donald
Trump has invited Chinese

President Xi Jinping to attend
his inauguration on January 20,
according to his spokesperson.
“This is an example of
President Trump creating an
open dialogue with leaders of
countries that are not just our
allies but our adversaries and
our competitors too,” the
incoming White House Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitte told
Fox News in an interview on
Thursday.
“We saw this in the first term.
He got a lot of criticism for it,
but it led to peace around the
world. He is willing to talk to
anyone. He will always put
America’s interest first,” she
said.
Leavitt, however, did not say if
the invitation had been accept-
ed by the Chinese president.
The White House preferred not
to comment on the merit of the
invitation.

“It is going to be up to
President-elect Trump to
decide who’s going to sit with
him there at that inauguration,
who’s going to be there,” John
Kirby from the White House
told reporters.
“We have worked really hard
on this most consequential of
bilateral relationships. The
president met with Xi Jinping
a number of times, including
recently. And as you get ready
to turn over things to the
Trump team, we’re turning
over a US-China relation-
ship that is in better shape
than the one we found it in.
That doesn’t mean that we
don’t have disagreements,”
Kirby said.
“We do and we will and I’m
sure they will too, but we’re
working hard on this relation-
ship and we’ll do that right to
the end,” he said.
Responding to a question,
Kirby said it was not his place
to pass judgment on the invi-
tations to the inauguration.
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PTI n NEW DELHI

The Swiss government has
suspended the most

favoured nation status (MFN)
clause in the Double Taxation
Avoidance Agreement
(DTAA) between India and
Switzerland, potentially
impacting Swiss investments
in India and leading to higher
taxes on Indian companies
operating in the European
nation.
According to a December 11
statement by the Swiss finance
department, the move follows
the Supreme Court of India
last year ruling that the MFN
clause doesn’t automatically
trigger when a country joins
the OECD if the Indian
government signed a tax treaty
with that country before it
joined the organization.
India signed tax treaties with
Colombia and Lithuania that
provided tax rates on certain
types of income that were
lower than the rates it
provided to OECD countries.
The two countries later joined
OECD.
Switzerland in 2021
interpreted that Colombia and
Lithuania joining the OECD
meant a 5 per cent rate for
dividends would apply to the
India-Switzerland tax treaty
under the MFN clause, rather
than 10 per cent as outlined in
the agreement.
But post suspension of the
MFN status, Switzerland will
from January 1, 2025, levy a 10
per cent tax on dividends due
to Indian tax residents who
claim refunds for Swiss
withholding tax and for Swiss
tax residents who claim
foreign tax credits.
In the statement, the Swiss
Finance Department
announced suspension of the

application of the MFN clause
of the protocol to the
agreement between the Swiss
Confederation and the
Republic of India for the
avoidance of double taxation
with respect to taxes on
income.
Switzerland cited a 2023 ruling
by Indian Supreme Court in a
case relating to Vevey-
headquartered Nestle for its
decision to withdraw the MFN
status.
This means that Switzerland
will tax dividends that Indian
entities will earn in that
country at 10 per cent from
January 1, 2025.
According to the statement, in
2021, the Delhi High Court in
the Nestle case upheld the
applicability of the residual tax
rates after taking into account
the MFN clause in the double
taxation avoidance treaty.
However, the Indian Supreme
Court, in a decision dated
October 19, 2023, reversed the
lower court’s decision and
concluded that, the
applicability of MFN clause
provided “was not directly
applicable in the absence of
‘notification’ in accordance
with Section 90 of the Income
Tax Act”.
Commenting on the decision
of Swiss authority decision,
Nangia Andersen M&A Tax
Partner Sandeep
Jhunjhunwala, said the
unilateral suspension of
application of the MFN clause
under its tax treaty with India,
marks a significant shift in
bilateral treaty dynamics.
“This suspension may lead to
increased tax liabilities for
Indian entities operating in
Switzerland, highlighting the
complexities of navigating
international tax treaties in an
evolving global landscape,” he

said.
It also underscores the
necessity of aligning treaty
partners on the interpretation
and application of tax treaty
clauses to ensure
predictability, equity, and
stability in international tax
framework, Jhunjhunwala
said. 
AKM Global, Tax Partner,
Amit Maheshwari, said that
the main reason behind the
decision to withdraw MFN is
of reciprocity, which ensures
that taxpayers in both
countries are treated equally
and fairly.
“Swiss authorities announced
in August 2021 that based on
the MFN clause between
Switzerland and India, the tax
rate on dividends from
qualifying shareholdings
would be reduced from 10 per
cent to 5 per cent, effective
retroactively from July 5, 2018.
However, the subsequent
Supreme Court ruling in 2023
contradicted the same,”
Maheshwari said.
Overall, he added that this
could impact Swiss
investments in India as
dividends would be subject to
higher withholding now and
income accruing on or after
January 1, 2025, may be taxed
at the rates provided for in the
original double taxation treaty
between Switzerland and
India, regardless of the MFN
clause.
JSA Advocates & Solicitors
Partner Kumarmanglam Vijay
said this would especially
impact Indian companies
having ODI (overseas direct
investment) structures with
subsidiaries in Switzerland
and will raise the Swiss
withholding tax on dividends
from 5 per cent to 10 per cent
from January 1, 2025.

Switzerland suspends India’s
most favoured nation status

PTI n NEW DELHI

Union minister Nitin
Gadkari on Friday said

that the Delhi-Dehradun
expressway, which is expected
to reduce travel time between
the two cities to two hours,
will be completed within the
next three months.
Currently, the travel time
between the two cities is five
to six hours Addressing
‘Times Network India
Economic Conclave 2024’,
Gadkari further said that
construction of the Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway is
expected to be completed
within two months. The
travel time between the two
metropolitan cities is
expected to reduce to 12
hours with the completion of
the expressway from the

present 24 hours. The road
transport and highways
minister said Delhi-
Dehradun highway project
has two packages. “A Rs
10,000 crore project has been
approved for Delhi’s Kalindi
Kunj, extending to Faridabad.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is set to inaugurate the
project within the next 15-20
days,” Gadkari said.  Gadkari
also said that the Modi
government is working to
reduce air pollution, lower the
import of fossil fuel and
enhance farm income. “The
transport ministry is
responsible for 40 per cent of
the air pollution... While a
huge part of pollution is due
to stubble burning in
neighbouring states of Punjab
and Haryana, road
construction and fossil fuels

also add to the annual
problem,” he said. The
minister also pointed out that
the problem of stubble
burning will be solved in two
years as the government is
working on 400 projects that
will convert 200 lakh tonnes
of rice straw every year to
alternate fuels. Gadkari said
that his ministry is working
on 36 green express highways,
which will help reduce the
logistics costs in the country.
“India’s logistics cost is 14-16
per cent compared to 8 per
cent in China and 12 per cent
in the US and European
Union. We aim to bring this
down to 9 per cent in two
years,” he said.  According to
the minister, this will push
India’s exports by 1.5 times
and help us become more
competitive.

Delhi-Dehradun expressway to be completed within
three months says Union minister Nitin Gadkari

No staff fired, it was campaign to highlight
workplace stress: YesMadam co-founder
PTI n NEW DELHI

After beauty services
platform YesMadam

faced backlash on Monday
over a purported internal
email leaked on social media
suggesting the termination of
staff who indicated workplace
stress, the company co-
founder on Friday clarified
that no staff was fired and
called it a marketing initiative
“to shed light on workplace
stress and mental health”.
YesMadam Co-Founder
Mayank Arya in a note said
the intent behind the
campaign was to highlight an
important issue, but it
inadvertently triggered
negative reactions.
“It is important to clarify that
no firing mail was sent to
employees, and no one was
terminated. The picture
shared on LinkedIn was the

first step toward introducing
the initiative, and the
clarification shared the
following day was meant to
serve as a wake-up call for the
industry about the
importance of mental health
awareness,” he said.
He added that the campaign
was conceptualised with the
genuine objective of raising
awareness about mental
health challenges in
corporate and startup
environments.
“Our intentions were rooted
in addressing workplace
stress and fostering a
healthier work culture. 
However, we understand that
the approach taken was
inappropriate and led to
unfavourable feedback. 
I deeply regret any confusion
or discomfort caused by this
initiative,” he said. He
acknowledged that the

“execution fell short and
unintentionally triggered
unintended emotions”.
Anushka Dutta, whose
LinkedIn profile identifies
her as a UX copywriter at the
company, on Monday posted
on LinkedIn, “What’s
happening at YesMadam?
First you conduct a random
survey and then fire us
overnight because we’re
feeling stressed?”
She attached a screenshot
showing an email from the
company’s HR official, which
suggested that the company
was laying off employees who
reported workplace stress in
an internal survey.
N o i d a - h e a d q u a r t e r e d
YesMadam secured
investments from Lenskart’s
Peyush Bansal, Sugar’s
Vineeta Singh, OYO’s Ritesh
Aggarwal and boAt’s Aman
Gupta on Shark Tank India.
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By TEAM VIVA

The India International Centre
Annexe recently hosted a
compelling photo exhibition,

Portraits of Persistence: Enduring
Communities of North Bihar, as part of
the Visual Kathã series. It was
inaugurated by Sunita Narain,
Director General of the Centre for
Science and Environment, the
exhibition offered a powerful
portrayal of North Bihar’s rural
communities and their resilience in
the face of relentless annual flooding.
Curated by Eklavya Prasad, a social
development professional and
photographer, the exhibition
presented a poignant visual narrative
of submerged homes, devastated
farmlands, and fractured
infrastructure. Prasad’s photographs
documented not only the immediate
impacts of flooding but also the long-

term transformations it imposes on
livelihoods and societal structures.
Amidst these challenges, the
exhibition celebrated stories of

adaptation, ingenuity, and survival,
showcasing community-driven
solutions and innovative coping
mechanisms.

Prasad, reflecting on his nearly two
decades of grassroots work with Megh
Pyne Abhiyan, shared that the
exhibition was born from his desire to
inspire sustainable interventions for
flood-affected regions. His images
shed light on the everyday heroism of
these communities, demonstrating
their strength in adapting to nature’s
adversities.
Sunita Narain, in her inaugural
address, commended the series for its
depth and impact. She highlighted
how the exhibition went beyond
capturing the seasonal aftermath of
floods to reveal the year-round
struggles of these communities. She
also stressed its relevance in the era of
climate change, urging the need for
focused and sustainable solutions.
The exhibition concluded, leaving
visitors with a profound appreciation
for the resilience of North Bihar’s
flood-affected communities.

Indian classical dance is a
beautiful and spiritual form of
expression that connects the
artist to the divine.
SAMASRAVA: An Ode to
Classical Heritage was a
stunning tribute to this

tradition, offering a rich, immersive
experience for the audience at Stein
Auditorium, India Habitat Centre. The
performances were not only visually
captivating but emotionally resonant,
bringing out the timeless relevance of
these art forms in today’s world.
The evening opened with Arunima
Ghosh’s Odissi performance, which
immediately captured the audience’s
attention. Her graceful movements and
deep emotional connection to the piece
were evident throughout. In Yahi
Madhava, she portrayed Radha’s inner
turmoil and vulnerability with such
sensitivity that it left a lasting impact.
The subtlety of her facial expressions
and the fluidity of her movements
beautifully conveyed Radha’s frustration
and sorrow, giving the audience a
glimpse into the emotional complexity
of the character.
Vinod Kevin Bachan’s performance,
Devi Mahamaya: The Rise of the Divine
Shakti, was a powerful display of
strength and grace. Bachan’s portrayal of
Durga embodied the goddess’s divine
energy and formidable presence. Each
movement exuded confidence, reflecting
the unstoppable force of the feminine
divine. The intensity of his performance
reminded the audience of the spiritual
power that classical dance can convey
and how it can bring mythological
stories to life in a way that resonates
deeply.
Arohi Munshi’s Bharatnatyam pieces
also made a strong impression. In
Shringara Lahiri, she captured the
essence of the goddess through fluid
movements and expressions that spoke
to the beauty and rhythm of the divine.
Her portrayal of Yashoda calling out to
Krishna in Krishna ni begane baro was
equally deep. The tenderness in her
gestures and expressions beautifully
conveyed the maternal love of Yashoda,
drawing the audience into the emotional

world of the character.
Diksha Rawat’s Kathak performance
concluded the evening, bringing the
rhythm and dynamism of the art form to
the forefront. Her Taal Ashtamangal was
a brilliant demonstration of her
technical skill, with intricate footwork
and rhythmic precision that left the
audience in wonder. Her second piece, a
traditional Banaras Gharana thumri, was
emotionally charged as she portrayed
Radha’s plea to Krishna. The intensity of
her abhinaya and the complexity of the
rhythm made this performance a fitting
finale to the evening.
What made SAMASRAVA special was
the variety of classical dance forms, each
showcasing its unique style, yet all
communicating the same emotional and
spiritual depth. The dancers not only
demonstrated their technical brilliance
but also their ability to tell compelling
stories through movement, emotion and
expression. The evening was a
celebration of the enduring relevance of
Indian classical dance, a reminder that
these ancient art forms continue to
evoke deep emotions and speak to the
human experience in ways that resonate
today.
This event was a powerful reminder of
the enduring legacy of classical dance
and its ability to connect audiences with
the divine, the emotional and the
eternal. SAMASRAVA reaffirmed the
importance of preserving and promoting
India’s rich cultural heritage while
making it accessible to contemporary
audiences. The performances were a
beautiful reflection of the grace and
spiritual power of classical dance,
leaving the audience with a sense of
wonder and appreciation for these
timeless art forms.
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The Parampara Series
2024 at New Delhi’s
Kamani Auditorium

brought together three
evenings of exceptional artistry,
celebrating India’s classical
dance and music heritage. Each
performance honoured the
depth and diversity of the
country’s cultural traditions,
showcasing the seamless blend
of history and creativity that
continues to inspire across
generations.
The series opened with a
riveting Kuchipudi
presentation by the renowned
Raja Radha Reddy Repertory.
Their storytelling and
precision enthralled the
audience, setting an inspiring
tone for the evenings to come.
This was followed by the
soulful Hindustani vocals of
Mahesh Kale, whose emotive
artistry left a lasting
impression.
The second evening shone a
spotlight on the SRJAN
Ensemble, who brought the
intricate elegance of Odissi to
life through their refined
movements and expressions.
Accompanying this visual
splendour was the Hindustani
flute recital by maestro
Rakesh Chaurasia, whose

melodies resonated deeply
with the audience. 
Audiences not only
experienced mesmerising
performances but also the
stories embedded into each
art form, reflecting centuries
of cultural evolution. Every
gesture, note and rhythm
carried forward a legacy
passed down through
generations, offering a
meaningful connection to
India’s artistic roots.
The final night featured the
graceful Mohiniyattam perfor-
mance by Neena Prasad and
her group, followed by an
evocative classical music act by
Tal Fry, which brought the
event to a memorable close.
The event witnessed atten-
dance from notable personali-
ties such as Union Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 
and Rajiv Pratap Rudy, among
others, underlining its 
cultural significance. 
The 28th edition of the
Parampara Series was a celebra-
tion of India’s cultural heritage.
As the performances concluded
they left behind a deep sense of
connection to tradition and
artistry. Such events keep
India’s rich legacy alive, inspir-
ing people across generations.

In the serene surroundings of the
Open Palm Court at the India
Habitat Centre, Shruti Gupta

Kasana’s solo exhibition, Sampurn
Vrindavan, offered a unique and
thought-provoking exploration of
Lord Krishna’s life. The exhibition
focused on three key themes:
Krishna’s childhood in Vrindavan, his
life in the kingdom of Dwarka and his
deep affection for cows. Kasana’s
artistic interpretation brought these
stories to life in a way that was both
captivating and immersive.
The exhibition featured a combination
of vibrant acrylic paintings and
mixed-media works that reflected the
essence of Krishna's life and teachings.
The themes of Anterdweep, depicting
the underwater city of Dwarka and
Krishna’s bond with cows were
particularly striking, capturing his
tenderness and divine connection
with all living beings. The works
portrayed Krishna not only as a
powerful deity but as a compassionate
and loving figure whose legacy
continues to inspire.
In addition to the paintings, Kasana’s
artistic vision extended into fashion,
with a series of statement knitwear

pieces incorporated into the
exhibition. These garments, made
with a mix of hand embroidery,
applique patchwork and Bengali
Kantha techniques, were designed not
just as wearable pieces of art, but as
representations of the themes within
the exhibition. The blend of
traditional craft and modern design
created a dynamic interaction

between fashion and fine art, adding
an interesting layer to the overall
experience. Through bold strokes and
delicate textures, the artist brought to
life the stories of Krishna with
remarkable emotional depth. The use
of mixed media, including acrylics
and textiles, added a layered richness
to the works, making each painting
not just a visual experience but a
tactile one. 
The fusion of art and fashion also
brought a unique touch, with knitwear
pieces featuring hand embroidery and
applique work that mirrored the
themes of Krishna’s life. Kasana’s work
also reflected her commitment to
sustainability. She has been
experimenting with jute, a
biodegradable fabric, using it as a base
for her paintings. This eco-friendly
approach demonstrates her innovative
thinking, as she works to combine art

with environmental consciousness. By
blending jute with cotton, she has
created a unique medium that
supports her artistic vision while also
promoting sustainability in the art
world.
The exhibition offered a deep,
meaningful look into the life of
Krishna, celebrating not only his
mythology but also his love for nature
and compassion for all beings.
Kasana’s work, through its vibrant
colours, intricate details and thought-
provoking themes, invited visitors to
engage with Krishna’s story in a
modern context, while also
highlighting the artist’s versatility and
innovation.
Sampurn Vrindavan was a powerful
artistic journey into the heart of
Krishna’s life and teachings. It brought
together the worlds of mythology,
fashion and sustainability in a way
that felt both fresh and deeply rooted
in tradition. Kasana’s unique vision
and skill left a lasting impression,
offering a new lens through which to
appreciate the eternal message of love,
compassion and devotion that
Krishna embodies.
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GRACE IN EVERY GESTURE

SAMASRAVA: An Ode to
Classical Heritage
beautifully celebrated Indian
classical dance, showcasing
its enduring relevance and
emotional depth through
dynamic performances,
says SAKSHI PRIYA

VISUAL ODE TO 
NORTH BIHAR’S RESILIENCE

Sampurn Vrindavan by Shruti Gupta Kasana

beautifully captures the essence of Krishna's

life through stunning art, fashion, 

and eco-conscious design, SAKSHI PRIYA

Brushstrokes of Devotion

A
TRIBUTE
TO
CLASSICAL
ARTS
The Parampara Series

2024 in New Delhi
celebrated the richness

of India’s classical
dance and music,

showcasing its 
cultural legacy, 

writes TEAM VVIVA

“Art reflects a culture’s spirit, capturing its traditions, dreams and enduring beauty”
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AP n LONDON

Rasmus Hojlund scored twice after coming
off the bench and Manchester United

rallied to beat Viktoria Plzen 2-1 in the
Europa League.
The Denmark striker netted in the 88th
minute after collecting Bruno Fernandes’ pass
off a free kick to seal the victory and put
United into the top eight of the standings.
Hojlund replaced Marcus Rashford in the
56th and scored an equalizer six minutes later
after Amad Diallo’s shot was deflected by
goalkeeper Martin Jedlicka into his path for
an easy finish. The 21-year-old Hojlund also
scored twice in the previous round, when
United beat Norwegian team Bodø/Glimt 3-2,
and has five goals in his six appearances in the
second-tier competition.
“It feels good to have scored two goals but I
am more happy with the win,” Hojlund said.
“My instructions? Go out there and score two
goals! Just to use my qualities, run the
channels and be assertive in front of goal.”

PTI n BRISBANE

Australian captain Pat Cummins on
Friday announced that pacer Josh

Hazlewood will replace Scott Boland in
his playing XI for the third Test against
India after having recovered from a
side strain.
The injury had forced Hazlewood to sit
out of the Pink Ball Test in Adelaide
last week. Cummins exuded
confidence that Hazlewood would pull
through the match without any
“hiccups”.
“He had a really good bowl yesterday,
he had another bowl in Adelaide a
couple of days previously. Him and the
medical team are really confident,” he
said on the eve of the game at the
Gabba.
Cummins said he had to take the ball
away from Hazlewood at Perth to
prevent his injury getting worse.
“We’ve seen it a few times where Josh
has pushed through to get through a
Test match and a little bit of soreness
turns into a month or two of injury.
“So, we made the call then that it
probably wasn’t worth the risk of
keeping him bowling. I think he
bowled an extra two overs leading into

tea break and he said it felt ok, but I just
kind of thought from there, ‘that’s
enough’,” said Cummins.
The Australian captain was
sympathetic for Boland after the
veteran pacer made a stirring return to
Test cricket at Adelaide after last year’s
Ashes.
Boland had a match-haul of five
wickets that included the prized scalp
of star India batter Virat Kohli in the
second innings.
“It’s tough. He was fantastic in
Adelaide. Unfortunately, he’s spent
quite a bit of time on the bench over
the last 18 months and whenever he
plays he’s fantastic.
“It’s a shame for Scotty, but still a fair
bit to play out this series. I’d be
surprised if he didn’t play again in this
series,” said the New South Wales
player.
Green is fading at Gabba
The green tinge on the Brisbane deck
was significantly reduced on the match
eve.
Once a fortress of the Aussies, India
had breached the ‘Gabba’ barrier
during the 2020-21 series to end the
hosts’ winning run dating back to
1988.
After that the West Indies too beat
Australia here, riding on the back of
pacer Shamar Joseph’s heroics.
“I looked at it yesterday – it looked like
a good wicket, like it has been the last
few years,” said Cummins.
“A bit of sun baking it the last couple of
days (means) I don’t think it’s as green
and leafy as it was against South
Africa,” he said.
Cummins was referring to the Test
against South Africa here in 2022
which ended inside two days.

PTI n SYDNEY

Jasprit Bumrah embodies
the qualities of pace
legends such as Dennis

Lillee, Andy Roberts and
Richard Hadlee but at the
same time is forging his own
legacy, one that is set to
inspire future generations of
pacemen, feels former India
coach Greg Chappell.
He also said that Bumrah is
the only player standing
between Australia and the
Border Gavaskar Trophy.
“What sets Bumrah apart is
his combination of skills:
(Malcolm) Marshall’s
adaptability, Lillee’s
aggression, Richard Hadlee’s
control, Roberts’ strategy,
Wasim (Akram) and Waqar’s
(Younis) reverse swing,
(Glenn) McGrath’s precision,
(Dale) Steyn’s explosiveness,
and (Kagiso) Rabada’s
modern versatility.” 
“As Nasser Hussain aptly
observed, “He’s the complete
bowler. As he has had back

surgery already, it is not
certain he will have a long
career, but if he does, his
name will be mentioned in
the same breath as the
champions above,” Chappell
wrote in the ‘Sydney Morning
Herald’. An all-format bowler,
Bumrah has reinforced his
status as the best bowler in the
world several times including
when he led India to a 295-
run win in the Perth Test
recently.
“While the legends of
yesteryear established the
foundations, Bumrah is
carving his own legacy – one
that promises to inspire future
generations of pacemen.”
The former Australia captain
said Bumrah’s lethal yorkers
and unsettling bounce evoked
memories of Lillee’s raw
aggression on the field.
“Lillee was a warrior,
combining raw aggression
with psychological prowess. I
opposed him many times in
domestic cricket and watched
him from close quarters

against the best batsmen of
his era.
“His ability to make it hard for

batsmen to score runs with
his probing line and length,
allied to his guile and

determination, made him the
champion that he was.
Bumrah, though less overtly

combative, channels Lillee’s
ability to unsettle batsmen.
His deadly yorkers and
disconcerting bounce –
especially with his
unorthodox release point and
trajectory – echo Lillee’s
capacity to dictate terms.
“Bumrah’s quiet intensity and
precision make him a
nightmare, much like Lillee’s
unrelenting aggression.”
Another great of the game
was Roberts, who combined
pace with strategic brilliance.
Chappell felt Bumrah’s 2018
performance at the MCG
where he used variations to
get the better of the batters
was reminiscent of the way
Roberts operated.
“Bumrah shares Roberts’
cerebral approach. Both
bowlers use subtle variations
to outfox batsmen, relying on
strategy rather than brute
force. Bumrah’s spell in the
2018 Boxing Day Test against
Australia – culminating in 6-
33 – was a modern echo of
Roberts’ game-changing

bursts.”
“Roberts had a loping and
relaxed run-up and a very
strong shoulder action like
Bumrah, and skidded onto
you quite quickly, so it was
important to be focused on
the ball leaving the hand.
“The danger of a bowler who
zeroes in on the stumps, as
Roberts did and Bumrah
does, is that if you relax for a
moment and try to hit across
their deliveries, you become
even more vulnerable to
LBWs and bowled. I would
use the same approach against
Bumrah,” Chappell added.
The 31-year-old has
consistently churned out
stellar performances and is
the go to bowler when the
Indian team is need of
wickets.
“With 151 wickets at an
average of 21.03 in just 30
Tests, his ability to excel in
diverse conditions recalls
Marshall’s dominance.
Bumrah’s reverse swing on
abrasive surfaces and his

ability to seam and swing the
ball under cloudy skies have
been pivotal, evoking the
same uncertainty that
batsmen faced against
Marshall.
“As Ian Botham famously
remarked of Marshall, “He
gave you no respite.” Today,
batsmen echo similar
sentiments about Bumrah,”
Chappell wrote.
Drawing comparison to
Hadlee, Chappell said
“Bumrah’s meticulousness
draws comparisons to Hadlee.
His mastery of English
conditions, where he averages
22.02, and his ability to
exploit even the slightest
movement resemble Hadlee’s
clinical dismantling of batting
orders.
“Like Hadlee, Bumrah’s focus
on perfecting every delivery
has made him indispensable
in critical moments. He is also
carrying the Indian pace
attack at present as Hadlee did
for New Zealand in his era,”
he added. 

Bumrah is a combination of legendary pacers, says Chappell

PTI n BRISBANE

Shubman Gill admitted that
the fall of wickets at the

other end affected his game
in the Adelaide Test but
expressed confidence that
the Indian batting group
would deliver a stronger
first-innings effort in what is
now effectively a three-match
series.
Gill didn’t play the first Test
due to a finger injury but
looked good in his brief
innings of 31 and 28 during
the pink ball Test at Adelaide
which India lost by 10
wickets.
“As a batting group, we are
looking to post a big total
first up. That’s been the key
discussion and every batter
has his own game plan,” Gill
said in the pre-match press
conference after the team
scored 150 and 180 in the
first innings at Perth and
Adelaide respectively.
Gill believes that he wouldn’t
curb his natural game
although he did get edgy
seeing wickets tumble at the
other end.
“I still have the freedom as a
batter. One of the challenges
is whether you can play the
game you want to play,
irrespective of what’s
happening at the other end
and irrespective of scorecard.
“I faltered in the first innings
because of what happened at
the other end and I take that
upon myself.”
There was a four-over period

in which Gill faced just one
ball and that affected his
concentration.
“And there was a period
when I didn’t face much –
may be one ball in four overs
and then when I faced a
delivery I missed a
completely fuller ball. These
are challenges you face. You
might not face a ball for four
overs or you might end up
facing 18 balls on the trot,”
Gill explained.
India have had at least six
scores of 150 or less in recent
times and Gill admitted that
the piece of stat isn’t lost
upon the batting group. He
said it is now a three-match
series for his side.
“Adelaide Test, we didn’t do
well but the series is still 1-1.
We will treat it as a three-
match Test series and if we
win this one, we will have
advantage going into
Melbourne and Sydney.”
Gill was nostalgic as he
walked into the Gabba for
the first time since the 2021
Test where he was the top-
scorer in the run-chase with
a fine 91 that catapulted him
into stardom.
“Walking into the stadium
after 2021 with the team,
definitely it felt very
nostalgic.”
Skipper Rohit Sharma didn’t
attend the optional training
session and when asked
about his absence, Gill
replied: “This was an
optional session and he has
already practised a lot.”

Dismissals during first
innings did affect his
flow, admits Gill 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Legendary chess player
Viswanathan Anand on Friday

asked D. Gukesh to ignore those
questioning the standard of the
World Championship title
showdown with China’s Ding
Liren, saying criticism always
comes with success.
Indian Grandmaster Gukesh made
history on Thursday, becoming
the youngest-ever to win the world
title defeating Liren in the 14th
and final game of the
championship in Singapore.
Former world champion Vladimir
Kramnik was not impressed with
the quality of chess on display
during the match, calling it the
“end of chess as we know it.”
Kramnik expressed his frustration
over the game’s quality, calling a
critical blunder by Ding Liren
“childish”.
In his reaction, Kramnik wrote on
‘X’, “No comment. Sad. End of
chess as we know it.”
In another tweet, he said, “Never
yet has a WC title been decided by
such a childish one-move
blunder.” 
Five-time world champion,
Norway’s Magnus Carlsen too has

been critical of the quality on
display in earlier rounds, saying,
“This does not look like a game
between two World
Championship contenders. It just
looks like maybe the second round
or third round of an open
tournament.”
However, Anand, the five-time
world champion and Gukesh’s
mentor, said he saw “history being
made by Gukesh”.
“I feel very happy. I was literally
watching history being made
yesterday,” Anand told PTI Videos.
“It (criticism) comes with every

match. To be honest, I think it just
comes with the territory. You
ignore it and that’s all. You know
Gukesh’s achievement, the whole
qualification, everything and his
concomitant rise. I mean if you
look at the Olympiad, he showed
that he’s actually become a much
stronger player.
“He won the Candidates this year,
so many good results in Toronto
and he’s here. So this stuff
(criticism) just comes with it. You
cannot expect to become world
champion and not face some
random criticism,” added Anand.

Ignore the criticism, it comes with
the territory: Anand to Gukesh 

PTI n HANGZHOU

Indian women’s doubles pair of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri

Gopichand missed out on a
semifinal spot at the BWF World
Tour Finals after losing to Japan’s
Nami Matsuyama and Chiharu
Shida in straight games in their
third and final group A match here
on Friday.
Treesa and Gayatri, who won their
maiden BWF Super 300 title at Syed
Modi International in Lucknow
recently, lost 17-21 13-21 to their
world number 4 opponents in 49
minutes.
It was the fourth defeat for the
Indian pair against the Paris
Olympics bronze medallists
Japanese rivals in five meetings.
World number 13 Treesa and
Gayatri, the only Indians to have
qualified for the prestigious season-
ending tournament, needed a win
to secure a spot in the knockout
stage of the tournament.
On Wednesday, the Indians had

narrowly lost to world No.1 pair Liu
Sheng Shu and Tan Ning of China
in their opening group match
before stunning the Malaysian duo
of Pearly Tan and Thinaah
Muralitharan in their second match
to keep their hopes alive.
But the Japanese pair proved too
hot to handle for the Indian duo,
who stayed level with Matsuyama
and Shida till 5-5.

Thereafter, the Japanese pair
zoomed ahead and a six-point burst
took them to 18-10. Treesa and
Gayatri narrowed down the deficit
to 17-19 but Matsuyama and Shida
prevailed.
After the change of sides, Treesa
and Gayatri had a slender 4-2 lead
but Matsuyama and Shida turned
the tables quickly and entered the
break with a four-point advantage.

Hazlewood replaces Boland in
Australia XI for third Test against India 

Treesa-Gayatri bow out
of BWF World Tour Finals

Hojlund scores twice for
Manchester United to beat Viktoria
Plzen 2-1 in Europa League


