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This is not Telangana Talli, but
‘Congress Talli,” and it looks like a
pauper. The new statue symbolises
Congress’s deception. Jokes are
doing the rounds on social media
asking who robbed Telangana Talli
of her golden crown, the
Kohinoor diamond in

it and her jewellery.

No one in the world
changes their mother’s "\
representation, but the
Congress Government is

— 3
[

Asha workers protest
for salary hike

Asha workers from various
districts staged a protest on
Monday morning, demanding
a salary hike and the
resolution of other
grievances. They gathered to
submit a letter to the
Commissioner and Director
of Medical Education but
were denied permission to
meet the officials. The
workers requested that either
four representatives be
allowed to submit the letter
or the officials step out to ...

-PAGE: 3

o
‘Pushpa 2’ leads to
poster war in Delhi

Allu Arjun-starrer blockbuster
"Pushpa 2" has led to a poster war
between the ruling AAP in Delhi
and the opposition BJP ahead of
the Assembly polls scheduled
early next year. AAP recently
issued a poster on the lines of the
movie, titling it in bold letters
"Kejrwal Jhukega Nahi" based on
the cult dialogue of the movie. In
the poster, Kejriwal poses as the
protagonist of the flim, carrying
AAP’s symbol ’jhaadu’ (broom)
on his shoulder. "4th Term ...
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India, Australia review
progress of FTA talks

Senior officials of India and
Australia have reviewed the
progress of talks on the proposed
free trade agreement between the
two countries, the commerce
ministry said on Monday. The two
countries had implemented an
interim trade pact in December
2022 and now they are
negotiating to widen the scope of
the pact for a Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement
(CECA). "The three-day stocktake
visit for the India-Australia ...
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Captaindoesn’t need
to prove himself : Kapil

Let’s not doubt Rohit Sharma’s
ability to bounce back’, said the
legendary Kapil Dev, who also felt
that under-fire India skipper
doesn’t need to prove himself at
this stage of his career. Rohit,
who managed scores of 3 and 6
in the the Adelaide pink-ball Test
after dropping down the batting
order, is being criticized by fans
and former players for being
subdued. India lost the game by
10 wickets in just two and a half
days. “He doesn’t have to prove
himself. He has done this ...

-SPORTS

PNS B HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
unveiled the ‘Telangana Thalli’
statue on the secretariat premis-
es on Monday.

Addressing the gathering he
said that Telangana is moving
from crisis to welfare and from
corruption to development and
reconstruction of the state.

He said that some people are
feeling pain, anguish and sorrow
as they think that decisions of the
Congress Government like
installing the Telangana Thalli
statue on the secretariat premis-
es are dangerous for their politi-
cal survival. Telangana State was
not created for a family or a polit-
ical party, he said.

The CM said that Telangana’s
culture was ‘assaulted’ and ‘insult-
ed’ in United Andhra Pradesh.
After the formation of Telangana,
a person and a political party gave
priority to themselves and
ignored the people of Telangana,
he said.

Later, addressing the meeting,
the CM said that Telangana faced
‘humiliation’ in United AP.
Telangana was also neglected
during the last 10 years. The
Congress Government will
organise Telangana Thalli cele-
brations on December 9 every
year so that the humiliations of
the past do not repeat, he said.

Continued on Page 2

free development

Says TG moving from crisis
to welfare and corruption-

premises
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CM Revanth Reddy unveiling the statue of Telangana Thalli on Monday at Secretariat

Tussle over T-shirts issue

BRS legislators prevented from entering Assembly

Wit ‘Ada
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ni-Revanth Bhai Bhai

' slogans

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Congress protested in
Parliament with masks carrying the
slogan ‘Modi-Adani Ek Hai’ on
Monday, but in Telangana the
Congress Government didn’t allow
the BRSs ‘Adani-Revanth Bhai
Bhai protest.

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
legislators were detained by the
police at the entrance of the
Legislature on Monday as they
tried to attend the Assembly ses-
sion wearing Continued on Page 2

Unveils Telangana Thalli
statue on Secretariat
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‘GERMAN CITIZENSHIP’
HCimposes Rs 30 lakh
penalty on BRS ex-MLA

PNS W HYDERABAD

In a blow to former BRS MLA
Chennamaneni Ramesh, the High
Court on Tuesday ruled that heis a
citizen of Germany and imposed a
fine of Rs 30 lakh on him for mis-
leading the court for the last 15 years.

Venting its ire over the former
MLA from Vemulawada for sup-
pressing his German citizenship by
submitting fake documents, the
court imposed a huge penalty and
asked him to pay it within a month.

Justice B. Vijayasen Reddy issued
the order on a writ petition filed by
the BRS leader  (Continued on Page 2

Will organise Telangana
Thalli celebrations on
Dec 9 every year: Revanth

Making headway on all fronts: GM

Govt okays Telangana
Talli statue’s shape,
warns against insult

PNS B HYDERABAD

The TG Government has for-
mally approved the design of
the Telangana Talli statue,
describing it as a representation
of the self-respect and identi-
ty of the Telangana people.

In a notification issued on
Monday, the government
emphasised that the statue
symbolises the sacrifices of
countless individuals, partic-
ularly youth, during the long
struggle for statehood.

The Telangana Talli stat-
ue is characterised by its
design, with the figure
standing on a pedestal of
closed fists, signifying deter-
mination and the collective
fight for rights.

Continued on Page 2

STALEMATE AT OFFICERS MEET

Now AP-TG Ministers to
meet over power dues

PNS B HYDERABAD

The unresolved dispute over power
dues between Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, a contentious issue after
the bifurcation in 2014, has now
escalated to ministerial-level talks
after an inconclusive meeting of
Chief Secretaries on December 6.
Officials acknowledged that some
disputes, particularly over power
dues and asset-sharing, exceed the
scope of administrative resolution
and require political intervention.
Telangana reportedly has to get

nearly Rs 26,000 crore as power
dues from Andhra Pradesh, while
Andhra Pradesh counters it saying
that it should get Rs 6,756 crore for
power supplied to Telangana
between June 2014 and June 2017.
This includes Rs 3,315 crore in
delayed payment charges.

A significant point of contention
is Telangana’s claim of additional
costs incurred to purchase power
when Andhra Pradesh ceased sup-
ply in 2016, despite binding Power
Purchase Agreements (PPAs).

Continved on Page 2

Nagababu to join AP Cabinet

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

In a major political development,

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu has
decided to induct K
Nagababu, elder brother
of Jana Sena Party (JSP)
chief Pawan Kalyan, into
the State Cabinet.

The Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) officially announced

this decision on Monday. Nagababu,
currently the State general secretary
of the Jana Sena, will be sworn in as

a Cabinet minister soon.

With this induction, the Andhra

Pradesh Cabinet will reach its max-
imum capacity of 25 members.

Pawan Kalyan, Kandula
Durgesh, and Nadendla
Manohar are the other Jana
Sena leaders who are already
part of the State Cabinet.
Meanwhile, on behalf of
the NDA alliance in the
State, TDP chief Chandrababu
Naidu announced that Beeda

Mastan Rao and Sana Satish (both
from TDP) and R Krishnaiah (rep-
resenting BJP) will contest for RS
elections from AP.

SCissues notice to TG govt on GO: 46
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MANCHU FAMILY FEUD SPILLS IN TO THE OPEN
Mohan Babu complains against his son Manoj

4 Says he is illegally occupying property 4 Approaches police

PNS B HYDERABAD

A rift within the Manchu fami-
ly spilled into the public domain
on Monday as actor Manchu
Manoj and his father, veteran
actor Manchu Mohan Babu,
filed separate complaints alleg-
ing threats and disturbances.
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from Manoj, requesting protection
for his life and property.
Inspector Guruva Reddy of
Pahadi Shareef police station stat-
ed, "A complaint has been filed
regarding an attack by unidentified
assailants who trespassed and
caused a disturbance to Manchu
Manoj. The complainant did not

Manoj approached the police,
seeking action against individuals
who allegedly attacked him.

Police

to Rachakonda
Commissioner Sudheer Babu who
His father Mohan Babu reached confirmed receiving a complaint footage."

out

name family members or specific
accused individuals. We are inves-
tigating and reviewing CCTV
Continued on Page 2

Gukesh loses toLirenin 12" game

Both players at 6 points each

PNS W SINGAPORE

Indian challenger D Gukesh lost the
12th game against defending cham-
pion Ding Liren of China to allow
his opponent bounce back and

level ~the World Chess
Championship match here on
Monday.

The 18-year-old Gukesh was
ahead by one point after he notched
his second win of the match on
Sunday, which came after seven
consecutive draws, but Liren's win
on Monday brought the things on
an even keel.

The two players are now tied at
6 points each with just two games
left in the 14-round classical time
control format, still shy of 1.5
points in order to win the title.

The remaining two games will be
played on Wednesday and

Thursday, after rest day on Tuesday.
Irrespective of what happens in the
next game on Wednesday, the match
will go the distance (14 games) and
more likely there will be tiebreaker
-- where games are of shorter dura-
tion -- to determine the winner.

The 32-year-old Liren had won
the opening game before Gukesh
emerged victorious in the third
game. The second, and the fourth
to 10th games were drawn.

In what was the first victory for
Liren with his white pieces, Gukesh’s
preparation did not come as good
as the other 11 games that he
played here.

The start was an English open-
ing by the Chinese and much to
the surprise of the fans, Gukesh
went for a position that led to a
Benoni defense with colours
reversed. 6

Link Adani issue with the case against Cabanes

PNS B NEW DELHI

The US Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) filed a notice on
December 5 urging the judge in the
civil case against billionaire Gautam
Adani for securities fraud to consid-
er it as connected to the case against
former Azure Power Global Director
Cyril Cabanes, who is accused of
violating the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act (FCPA). The move
seeks to ensure that both cases are
assigned to the same court.

Last month, the SEC and the US
Attorney’s Office for the Eastern
District of New York charged Adani
with alleged involvement in a “mas-
sive bribery scheme” involving mil-
lions of dollars that were paid to offi-
cials of an Indian state. The Adani
group dismissed the allegations as
baseless.

Gautam Adani

Cyril Cabanes

Currently, three cases connected to these charges are
going on in the Eastern District Court of New York. This
includes a criminal case filed by the Department of

Justice against Adani and seven others, alleging
conspiracies to commit securities fraud and wire fraud,
along with substantive securities fraud

Currently, three cases connected  This includes a criminal case filed by
to these charges are going on in the the Department of Justice against
Eastern District Court of New York. Adani and seven others, alleging

conspiracies to commit securities
fraud and wire fraud, along with
substantive securities fraud.

The SEC has also filed a civil case
against Adani and his nephew, Sagar
Adani, accusing them of misleading
US investors with false assertions
during a 2021 debt offering by
Adani Green Energy Limited.
Separately, a case alleging violations
of the FCPA has been filed against
Cabanes, a former Director of Azure
Power, whose stock was traded on
the New York Stock Exchange until
November 2023. In both civil cases,
summons had been issued to all the
three defendants.

The SEC’s counsel, Christopher
Colorado, submitted a letter on
Thursday to Judge Vera Scanlon of
the Eastern District of New York,
presiding over the SEC vs. Adani et
al case, “to request Continued on Page 2

Sanjay Malhotra
appointed as RBI
Governor

PNS B NEW DELHI

The government on Monday
appointed Revenue Secretary
Sanjay Malhotra as the 26th
Governor of the Reserve Bank of
India.

The Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet cleared Malhotra's
name, who has been appointed as
the RBI Governor for three years,
starting Wednesday.

Malhotra, a 1990 Batch
Rajasthan Cadre IAS Officer, will
replace Shaktikanta Das, whose
tenure ends on Tuesday (December
10, 2024).

Malhotra, 56, will be the 26th
RBI Governor. He is an engineer-
ing graduate in computer science
from the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur, and has a
Master's in Public Policy from
Princeton University, the US.

In his career of over 33 years, he
has worked in multifarious sectors,
including power, finance and tax-
ation, information technology, and
mines, among others.

Presently, he is the Secretary
(Revenue) in the Ministry of
Finance. In his previous assignment,
he held the post of Secretary in the
Department of Financial Services
under the Ministry of Finance.
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An alternative approach to improve the finances of DISCOMs

he financial challenges

I facing India's electricity
distribution companies
(DISCOMSs) have become a
persistent issue. Despite years
of reforms, particularly after
the implementation of the
Electricity Act of 2003, the dis-
tribution segment remains
financially fragile, even though
generation and transmission
continue to be relatively prof-
itable. This imbalance high-
lights the need for innovative
solutions to address the deep-
rooted problems of DISCOMs.
Compounding these chal-
lenges are policy decisions like
free electricity schemes and the
rise of consumer-generated solar
power, which have made it even
harder for these companies to
operate in a sustainable manner.

THE PRIVATISATION DEBATE
The idea of privatising
DISCOMs has often been pro-
posed as a panacea for their
financial woes. While examples
from Delhi, parts of Uttar

Pradesh and Odisha show that
privatisation can lead to better
operational efficiency and finan-
cial health, the picture is far from
uniform. States like Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, and some
regions of Maharashtra have
struggled to replicate these suc-
cesses due to systemic inefficien-
cies, political resistance and
employee concerns over job
security. This polarised experi-
ence suggests that privatisation,
while beneficial in some contexts,
cannot be a universal solution.
The success of reforms
hinges on addressing local
socio-economic realities and
operational challenges.
Privatisation models must be
customised to ensure that they
not only attract investment, but
also safeguard the interests of
employees and consumers.

UNDERSTANDING
THE CORE ISSUES

DISCOMs face several
entrenched challenges. High
power procurement costs,

stemming from long-term
contracts and outdated tariff
regulations, are a significant
burden. The National Tariff
Policy’s 15% Return on Equity
(ROE) is increasingly seen as
misaligned with current eco-
nomic realities, particularly as
banking interest rates have
fallen and the profit margins of
power generators have risen.
The same is the case with
transmission charges as trans-
mission charges are now exor-
bitant and even free renewable
transmission charges are
loaded on to the remaining
consumers forcing them to

Sonia sole driving force behind
Telangana’s creation: Uttam

PNS B HYDERABAD

The creation of Telangana
State is entirely due to the res-
olute leadership and unwaver-
ing commitment of Sonia
Gandhi, the Minister for
Irrigation and Civil Supplies,
Capt. N. Uttam Kumar Reddy
said in the Assembly on
Monday.

He reiterated that the
announcement of Telangana’s
creation on December 9, 2009,
remains a landmark day in the
state’s history and urged per-
petual recognition of its signif-
icance.

Recalling the historic
announcement by the then
Union Home Minister on
December 9, 2009, at 11 pm,
Uttam said it marked an unfor-
gettable moment of celebration

Ze

Welcoming Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy’s recent deci-
sion to install a statue of
Telangana Thalli on the secre-
tariat’s premises, he suggested
similar installations in all dis-
trict headquarters. He also
advocated annual celebrations
on December 9 to ensure the
story of Telangana state’s forma-
tion remains alive for future
generations.

No Telanganaif there was no Sonia: Venkat

Declaring that there would
not have been a Telangana
state if there was no Sonia
Gandhi, Roads and Buildings
Minister Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy said that
December 9 is the day on
which the aspirations of four

crore people were fulfilled.

Participating in the discus-
sion on the Telangana Talli stat-
ue on Monday in the Assembly,
Venkat said that Opposition
leader K. Chandrasekhar Rao
himself had announced this in
the Assembly.

bear it. Technical and commer-
cial inefficiencies also add to
the problem. High Aggregate
Technical and Commercial
(AT&C) losses, often above
permissible thresholds, exacer-
bate financial deficits.
Renewable Purchase
Obligations (RPOs), although
environmentally crucial, place
additional financial strain on
DISCOMs without adequate
compensation mechanisms.
Tariff structures further
complicate matters. Frequent
hikes, implemented to cover
losses, have led to public dis-
satisfaction while doing little to

Members must
speak soberlyin
House: (M

PNS B HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy said that Members
should not allow slips of the
tongue in the House and
asked them to speak soberly.
Attending a CLP meeting
held on Monday, the CM
said that MLAs must attend
the Assembly and if they do
not they will be treated as
failed MLAs. The CM sug-
gested that MLAs should
take the achievements of the
government to the people.
He said that many parties
and individuals had installed
Telangana Thalli statues dur-
ing the Telangana Movement.
However, the government
did not identify the
Telangana Thalli statue offi-
cially after the formation of
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D. RADHAKRISHNA

close revenue gaps. Cross-sub-
sidisation, where industrial
and commercial users are
charged significantly higher
rates to offset lower tariffs for
domestic and agricultural con-
sumers, leads to revenue leak-
ages and inefficiencies.

REIMAGINING SOLUTIONS

A more balanced approach
is needed to resolve these
issues. First, revisiting ROE

BRS slams ‘Congress Thalli’ statue on
Secretariat premises, plans protest

and tariff structures could help
ensure fairer financial respon-
sibility among stakeholders.
Modernising infrastructure
through smart meters and
advanced grid technologies
could reduce AT & C losses,
while gradually phasing out
cross-subsidisation and replac-
ing it with direct benefit trans-
fers for targeted consumers
could improve cost recovery.
Privatisation, where pur-
sued, must include stringent
safeguards to protect employ-
ees, ensure regulatory oversight
and incentivise performance.
Community engagement is
equally important to build
trust and ensure the smooth
implementation of reforms.

THE DYNAMICS OF FREE AND
SUBSIDISED POWER

The political and econom-
ic implications of providing
free or subsidised electricity
add a layer of complexity. On
the one hand, these schemes
often come with government

assurances of reimbursement
to DISCOMs, offering a
degree of revenue security.
For many DISCOMs, this
arrangement simplifies the
revenue cycle and minimises
the risk of default by individ-
ual consumers. However,
delays in state payments fre-
quently force DISCOMs to
borrow at high interest rates,
compounding their financial
problems.

Moreover, free power dis-
torts demand patterns, partic-
ularly in agriculture, where it
encourages wasteful energy
use and over-extraction of
groundwater. It also reduces
cross-subsidisation revenue
from profitable industrial and
commercial segments, weaken-
ing the financial base of
DISCOMs.

A BALANCED WAY FORWARD
The way forward lies in
prioritising long-term solu-
tions over temporary fixes.
While free or subsidised power

schemes may ease immediate
financial challenges for
DISCOMs, they cannot be a
substitute for structural
reforms in pricing, operations
and governance. A state-spe-
cific approach that combines
regulatory innovation, opera-
tional efficiency and stake-
holder collaboration is essen-
tial to ensure the sustainable
delivery of reliable and afford-
able electricity.

Balancing social welfare with
financial sustainability is no
easy task. However, with the
right mix of policies and strate-
gies, it is possible to stabilise
the financial health of
DISCOMs without compro-
mising on the accessibility and
affordability of power for con-
sumers. As India moves
towards a more energy-secure
future, these reforms will be
pivotal in transforming the
power distribution landscape.

(D. Radhakrishna
former Chairman of TERC)

SCseeks response from
states over 'violations' in

PNS W HYDERABAD

The BRS launched a scathing attack
against the Telangana Thalli statue
installed on the premises of the Telangana
secretariat and referred to it as the
"Congress Thalli."

The BRS said the statue undermines
the cultural and historical identity of
Telangana and accused the Congress
Government of distorting the legacy of
Telangana Thalli for political gains.

Addressing the issue, BRS Working
President KT Rama Rao (KTR) high-
lighted the controversial changes made
to the statue’s design, including the
omission of culturally significant symbols
like Bathukamma and the crown etc. This
is not Telangana Talli, but ‘Congress
Talli,” and it looks like a pauper, he said.

KTR pointed out the addition of the
Congress’s hand symbol, which he
described as an attempt to align
Telangana's identity with the party's
political agenda.

resentation of their mother, but here in
Telangana, the Congress Government is
attempting to distort the essence of
Telangana Thalli” KTR said during a
public address in Medchal where he
unveiled the Telangana Thalli statue.

He condemned the statue installed by
the Congress as an insult to the people
who fought for Telangana’s statehood,
calling it a mockery of the state’s strug-
gles and aspirations.

KTR did not mince words, describ-
ing the statue as a "symbol of Congress
deception." He accused the government
of using the statue to mislead the pub-
lic while diluting the cultural essence of
Telangana. He warned that if the BRS
returns to power, the statue will be
removed and sent to Gandhi Bhavan.

“Telangana Thalli represents the col-
lective spirit of Telangana, and not any
political party or individual,"” KTR
emphasised, adding that the Congress
Government is not only damaging cul-
tural symbols like Bathukamma but is

DGP appointments

The Supreme Court on Monday sought
responses from six states, including Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana and UP, on a plea alleg-
ing non-compliance with its directives over
the appointment of directors general of
police.

According to a fresh plea, seven states,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, UP, Punjab,
Uttarakhand, West Bengal, and Jharkhand,
did not allegedly comply with the 2006
judgement of the apex court in the Praksah
Singh case and the subsequent directions
on appointment of directors general of
police (DGP).

The Jharkhand government filed its
reply in the top court previously. The
matter was brought to the attention of a
bench comprising Chief Justice Sanjiv
Khanna and Justice Sanjay Kumar
through a plea filed by Jan Sewa Trust,
alleging widespread violations of court-

across Telangana.

SCissues notice to
TGgovtonGO: 46

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Supreme Court has issued a
notice to the Telangana
Government regarding GO: 46,
directing the state to file a counter-
affidavit detailing its stance and the
procedures adopted in filling var-
ious posts under this order. The
court has scheduled the next hear-
ing on January 27.

Advocate Aditya Sondhi, repre-
senting the petitioners, demanded
the halt should the recruitment
process for the 900 vacant posts
until the case is resolved. The
Supreme Court advised to await
further proceedings before making
any decisions on the matter.

The legal team of the petition-
ers includes senior Supreme Court
lawyers Aditya Sondhi, G.
Vidyasagar and Mithun Shashank.
BRS leaders Dasoju Sravan and
Enugula Rakesh Reddy were pre-
sent during the hearing, support-
ing the petitioners’ cause.

GO 46, issued on April 4, 2022,
by the General Administration
Department, reserves 95% of direct
recruitment posts for local candi-
dates within specific zones.

ALMANAC

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha
Tithi:
Dashami: Dec 10 06:02 AM

to Dec 11 03:43 AM

Ekadashi: Dec 11 03:43 AM
to Dec 12 01:09 AM
Nakshatram:
Uttara Bhadrapada: ~ Dec 09 02:56 PM
to Dec 10 01:30 PM
Revati: Dec 10 01:30 PM
to Dec 11 11:47 AM
Rahukalam: 2:53 PM to 4:16 PM
Yamagandam: 9:24 AM to 10:46 AM
Varjyam: 12:39 AM to 02:08 AM
Gulika: 12:09 PM to 1:31 PM
Amritakalam: 08:59 AM to 10:29 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:47 AM to 12:30 PM

HYDERABAD WEATHER

Forecast: Partly Cloudy
Temp: 28

Humidity: 61%

Sunrise: 6:36 AM
Sunset: 5:42 PM

Updated: December 9, 2024 5:00 PM

HC imposes ...

Continued from page 1

challenging the cancellation of his Indian citizenship
by the Central Government. The court directed the
former legislator to pay a fine of Rs 25 lakh to the cur-
rent Vemulawada MLA, Aadi Srinivas, of the Congress
and Rs 5 lakh to the Legal Services Authority.

Ramesh is a four-time MLA from Vemulawada
in the Rajanna Sircilla district of Telangana.
Controversy surrounded his Indian citizenship since
2009 when he was first elected as an MLA on a
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) ticket.

In 2019, the Union Ministry of Home Affairs, had
issued a notification stripping him of his Indian cit-
izenship. Ramesh had challenged the same in the
High Court. In January, Additional Solicitor
General B. Narasimha Sharma had informed the
High Court that Ramesh had a valid German pass-
port and he got the passport renewed till 2033.

Citing the report of the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs, the ASG informed the court that Ramesh
visited Germany thrice in 2023 using his German
passport. Srinivas of the Congress had challenged
Ramesh’s Indian citizenship in 2009 and accused
him of obtaining it by fraudulent means by hiding
his German citizenship.

In November 2019, the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs cancelled the Indian citizenship of
Ramesh as he had German citizenship and had not
fulfilled the stipulated norms while obtaining
Indian citizenship in 2009.

Ramesh had gone to Germany for employment in
the early 1990s and had obtained German citizenship
in 1993 when he surrendered his Indian passport. In
2008, he returned to India and applied for Indian cit-
izenship which was granted to him by MHA.

Govt okays ...

Continued from page 1

The government also warned against any act of dis-
respect or misrepresentation of the statue and
declared that insults, vandalism or mockery in pub-
lic or on media platforms are a punishable offence.

Addressing the Assembly, Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy highlighted the deep connection
between Telangana’s statehood movement and the
contributions of Congress leader Sonia Gandhi,
who celebrated her 78th birthday on Monday.

He extended warm greetings to Sonia Gandhi
on behalf of the people of Telangana and expressed
gratitude for her role in initiating the state forma-
tion process on December 9, 2009.

“Telangana’s struggle spanned over six decades,
claiming the lives of countless individuals who
fought for a separate state,” Revanth Reddy said.
“Sonia Gandhi made the noble decision to initi-
ate the official process for Telangana’s creation,
making December 9 a historic day for the state,”
he added.

The Chief Minister elaborated on the importance
of the Telangana Talli statue, stating, “The aspira-
tions of our people have long awaited respect. The
Telangana Talli image has not been officially recog-
nised until today. By approving this statue, we are
honouring the collective identity of our four crore
people”

TG, he said.

Now AP-TG ...

Continued from page 1
“Telangana was forced to buy
power when Andhra Pradesh
stopped supplying it which vio-
lated agreements. These costs
are being included in our claims,”
a Telangana official stated.

Further complicating matters,
Telangana continues to bear the
burden of pensions for retired
power sector employees original-
ly from Andhra Pradesh, along
with debt servicing costs and con-
tributions to the Employees’
Provident Fund.

Chief Ministers Chandrababu
Naidu of Andhra Pradesh and

Gukesh loses ...

Continued from page 1
Gukesh started to miss out cre-
ating counter play in the mid-
dle game as white played just
normal developing moves. By
the 15th move, though less on
time on the clock, white had a
small advantage as a central
breakthrough looked inevitable,
giving Liren the space advan-
tage.

Gukesh’s 17th move did not
help his cause as white was able
to get the desired break in the

“No one in the world changes the rep-

Revanth Reddy of Telangana
recently agreed on a phased res-
olution approach. It was decided
that officials would first deliber-
ate on issues, followed by discus-
sions at the ministerial level, and
finally escalate to the level of
Chief Ministers if required.

At the first meeting, officials
could not sort out any issues.
However, the officials are not cer-
tain whether the power dues issue
will be sorted out at the minister
level. Officials said that the state’s
interests will be the top priority for
any party in power and settling
disputes has many angles to it.

centre. Five moves later, another
error by Gukesh gave Liren a
huge advantage.

Liren’s central pawn made a
foray to the sixth rank in what
was a near-decisive blow on the
27th move. Gukesh had to part
with a couple of pawns. Adding
to Gukesh's woes was an immi-
nent rook invasion.

The game ended through a fine
tactic by Liren who sacrificed a
rook to force matters. The game
ended in 39 moves.

Making headway ...

Continued from page 1

The CM said that the decision to
install the Telangana Thalli stat-
ue was taken after discussing
with cabinet colleagues and is
intended to fulfil the aspirations
of the people.

He said that earlier rulers
decided to use ‘TS’ instead of ‘TG’
for vehicle registrations against
the wishes of Telangana activists.
That is why the Congress
Government decided to use TG
for vehicle registrations, he said.

“Today, we are organising this
programme like a festival so that
all our thoughts should be sur-
rounded by Telangana Thalli.
The government decided to
recognise, honour and support
poets who gave up everything for
Telangana. Guda Anjaiah,
Gaddar, Bandi Yadagiri, Andesri,
Goreti Venkanna, Suddala Ashok
Teja, Jayaraju, Pasham Yadagiri
and Ekka Yadagiri Rao have been
recognised. The government will
provide them with a 300-yard

house plot, a cash award of Rs 1
crore and a felicitation letter,” the
CM said.

He said the mammoth gather-
ing here reflects the combined
flow of the Krishna and Godavari
rivers.

The CM said, “Mother is the
only identity in any part of the
world. Mother is the embodiment
of our culture and traditions”

He said that the famous Taya
Jaya he Telangana’ song, which
inspired us during the TG move-
ment was not declared as the state
song for 10 years.

“The ‘people’s government’
declared the song as the
Telangana song. I will remember
the felicitation of famous poet
Andesri at the secretariat forev-
er, the CM said.

He said that various political
parties have created different
types of Telangana Thalli statues.
However, the image of Telangana
Thalli has not been officially
declared so far.

Link Adani ...

Continued from page 1

that another action pend-
ing in this Court, SEC wv.
Cabanes, 24-cv-08081-BMC
(Cabanes Civil Case), be
considered related to this
action””

According to the SEC
counsel, Sagar Adani’s lawyer
indicated that they “do not
have anything to share” on
this request, while Gautam
Adani’s counsel did not
respond.

The letter noted that the
criminal case against Adani
is also based on “substan-
tially the same transac-
tions or events as both this
case and the Cabanes Civil
Case - namely, the scheme
to bribe officials of an
Indian state to secure con-
tracts that benefitted Adani
Green and Azure, and false
and misleading statements
to investors in Adani
Green’s 2021 debt offering
concerning that bribery
scheme.” Cabanes, identi-
fied as a French citizen
staying in Singapore, is
also a defendant in the
criminal case filed in the
Eastern District of New
York.

also tarnishing the state's identity.

mandated procedures.

‘India adopts ‘balanced’
approach to West Asia conflict’

PNS B MANAMA

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Monday said
India’s approach to the conflict
that has been going on in West
Asia since last year is “bal-
anced” as it looks at the issues
in all their complexities and
also has a “fun-
damental com-
mitment to jus-
tice and equity”.

Jaishankar, 69,
also reiterated
that India sup-
ports a two-state
solution to the
Israel-Palestine
issue during an interaction
with the Indian community
here.

“As a country that itself has
been impacted so deeply by
terrorism, we are very strong-
ly opposed to terrorism and
hostage-taking. They should
never be excused or con-
doned,” Jaishankar said.

“But at the same time, it is
very important that any action
which is taken by any govern-

Tussle over T-shirts ...

Continued from page 1
T-shirts with the slogan
‘Revanth-Adani Bhai Bhai’

BRS MLAs and MLCs led by
the party’s Working President,
KT Rama Rao were stopped by
the police and Assembly secu-
rity guards at the gate as they
were wearing T-shirts with an
‘objectionable’ slogan. The leg-
islators insisted they should be
allowed to attend the session.
This led to an argument
between the two sides. The
BRS MLAs and MLCs told
security officials that the
Leader of the Opposition in the
LS, Rahul Gandhi, and other
Congress MPs attended
Parliament session last week
with similar slogans.

The BRS legislators raised
slogans against Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy.

As tension mounted, police
detained the BRS legislators
and took them away in police
vehicles.

The detained BRS leaders
included KTR , MLC K.
Kavitha and MLA T. Harish
Rao. All the BRS legislators
were dropped at the Telangana
Bhavan, the party’s headquar-
ters. They staged a protest
demonstration at the
Telangana Bhavan and raised
slogans against the Congress
government. Earlier,
Opposition party MLAs and
MLCs gathered at the
Telangana Martyrs’ Memorial
in front of the Assembly build-
ing. After paying tributes to
martyrs, they walked towards
the Legislature.

KTR accused the Congress
government of ‘betraying’ the
interests of Telangana by
‘favouring’ Adani. He ques-
tioned the inconsistency of
Congress leaders, who,
according to him, opposed
Adani in New Delhi but sup-
ported projects benefiting the
businessman in Telangana.

ment or any armed force must
always take care of civilian
casualties and must always be
respectful of humanitarian
law;” the minister said.

Jaishankar further said that
India has been contributing to
the UNRWA (United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine
Refugees), the pri-
mary relief agency
in respect of
Palestinians, and
» given relief to the
Palestine authority
and also given
medical relief to
Lebanon.

“At the end of the day, we do
believe there must be a solu-
tion to the Palestine issue
because if there is not one, it
will always remain a cause of
instability in the region,” he
said.

Jaishankar said India sup-
ports a two-state solution to
the Palestine issue and that is
something that the interna-
tional community has to dis-
cuss and agree upon.

Mohan Babu...

Continued from page 1

On the other hand, a doc-
ument purportedly signed by
Mohan Babu has gone viral.
In the letter, Mohan Babu
alleges that Manoj, along
with anti-social elements,
disrupted peace at his resi-
dence in Jalpally, Ranga
Reddy district, on December
8. The letter states that
Manoj had previously aban-
doned the family home but
returned four months ago.

According to the letter,
Mohan Babu claims that
around 30 individuals, alleged-
ly associated with Manoj,
forcibly entered his residence,
threatened his staff and took
control of the property.

"These individuals, acting
on my son Manoj's instruc-
tions, have illegally occupied
my home, threatened my
employees and created a hos-
tile environment. I fear for my
safety and property," Mohan
Babu alleged.

Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any
damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication or not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Delhi/New Delhi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before
responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group's will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements.

Printed and published by B Krishna Prasad for and on behalf of CMYK Printech Ltd., Phone: 040-23322341, Hyderabad Office: F-502, Diamond Block, Lumbini Rockdale, Somajiguda, Hyderabad - 500 082. Telangana. Printed at
Sree Seshasai Enterprises, Plot No.19, IDA Balanagar , Hyderbad-500037, Medchal -Malkajgiri District, Telangana. Editor-in-Chief: Shobori Ganguli. Resident Editor: B Krishna Prasad, AIR SURCHARGE of Rs 2.00.
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CITY EVENTS
Rubaroo With
Gender 2024

Event On Women
Safety

Venue

Lamakaan, December
10, 3:00 pm
| |

Live Musical Orchestra

By Jai Ganesh Musical
Events

Venue

Sri Thyagaraja Gana
Sabha, Chikkadpally,
Hyderabad
December 10, 4:30 pm

Tuesday night
with DJ Vivaan

Venue
Insomnia,
December 10, 8 pm

Elena Gabriele - 0K!?

Venue

KLN Prasad
Auditorium,
December 13, 8 pm
onwards

NYU CARNIVAL
With singer KARTHIK

Venue

Boulder Hills, Hyderabad
December 31
||

Weekend kids
cooking camp

Master cooking and bak-
ing in 09 fun weekends

Venue

Culinary Guru Institute,
Hyderabad.
Till January 11, 2025.

Accused
wanted in
multiple cases
arrested

PNS B HYDERABAD

An accused with nine non-
bailable warrants in various
cases has been apprehended
in Rajasthan by Cyberabad
CCS Police.

On  Monday, the
Cyberabad CCS said a team
of more than 10 policemen
apprehended a wanted
accused in Bichoula village,
Rajkheda PS, Doulpur dis-
trict, Rajasthan.

The accused, Pradeep (30)
resident of Bichoula village,
was wanted in connection
with a case registered at
Kollur PS. A non-bailable
warrant (NBW) had been
pending against him for the
last three years. Following his
apprehension, the accused
was produced before the
court at Mania, Rajasthan,
where a transit warrant was
secured.

Pradeep is involved in mul-
tiple criminal cases, with a
total of nine non-bailable
warrants (NBWs) pending
against him in various cases.

GHMC receives
118 grievances
during Prajavani

PNS ® HYDERABAD

The Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) conducted its
Prajavani programme on
Monday, receiving a total of
118 grievances from citizens
across the city, including at the
head office and zonal offices.

Additional Commissioners
participated in the programme
at the GHMC head office,
accepting petitions from citi-
zens seeking solutions to var-
ious issues. Through the
Prajavani phone-in pro-
gramme, two requests were
received and forwarded to the
departments concerned for
resolution.
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Asha workers protest for salary
hike; clash with police in Hyd

PNS B HYDERABAD

Asha workers from various dis-
tricts staged a protest on Monday
morning, demanding a salary
hike and the resolution of other
grievances. They gathered to
submit a letter to the
Commissioner and Director of
Medical Education but were
denied permission to meet the
officials. The workers requested
that either four representatives be
allowed to submit the letter or
the officials step out to address
them, but their request was
refused.

According to the Asha work-
ers, the Sultan Bazaar police,
along with security personnel,
arrived at the protest site and
began detaining them. Sunitha K,
one of the Asha workers, told
The Pioneer, "We work for every
department in Telangana and

recently conducted the Caste
Census Survey. Despite our
efforts, we are paid mere pennies.
We were promised a salary hike
to Rs18,000, but instead, we

were pushed and dragged into

police vehicles."

Videos of the incident show
police pushing the Asha workers
during the detention process.

One worker, whose leg was
trapped in a vehicle, hit a police-
man and was subsequently beat-
en by two policemen and female
constables. The police were also
seen taking photos of the work-
er who allegedly raised her hand.

Another Asha worker later
fell unconscious and was admit-
ted to Osmania General Hospital.
Speaking to the media, she said,
"We came to submit a letter, but
the police started pulling us.
When I fell, only male officers
were present, not female consta-
bles."

A complaint has been filed
with the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) against
Assistant Commissioner of Police
(ACP) K Shankar for handling
the situation of Asha workers.

The policeman who was
slapped by an Asha worker has
not filed a case yet.

BRS condemns police
assault on ASHA workers

PNS B HYDERABAD

BRS leaders, including MLA
Sabitha Indra Reddy, strong-
ly condemned the assault on
ASHA workers by the police,
calling the incident inhuman
and a betrayal of the govern-
ment’s commitment to
womens wel-
fare. Speaking
at the
Telangana
Bhavan,
Sabitha expr
essed outrage
over the treat-
ment of ASHA
workers, who
were reported-
ly manhandled
during their
protests.
Addressing the press, Sabitha
Indra Reddy said, “On the one
hand, the government speaks
about Telangana Talli in the
Assembly, but outside, women
like ASHA workers are being
assaulted. This is not just
inhuman. It is a blot on our
governance.”

She said that male police
officers attacked ASHA work-
ers, describing it as a disgrace-
ful act that the government
must take responsibility for.
Sabitha called for immediate
justice, urging the state to ful-

Speaking at the
Telangana Bhavan,
Sabitha expressed
outrage over the
treatment of ASHA

workers, who were
reportedly
manhandled during
their protests

fil its promises made to ASHA
workers and to address their
concerns in the Assembly itself.

Referring to ASHA leader
Santoshi, who is reportedly
critical after the police assault,
she demanded the govern-
ment provide the best available
medical care to her. “How can
we talk about
Telangana
Talli while
ignoring the
dignity  of
women?” she
asked.

Echoing
similar senti-
ments, MLA
Palla
Rajeshwar
Reddy
denounced
the police brutality, labelling it
a “draconian assault” He noted
that the BRS, under KCR’s
leadership, had increased
ASHA workers’ honorarium to
Rs 10,000, but the current
actions against them under-
mine the respect and dignity
they deserve.

“The police behaved like a
mob, pulling at sarees and
physically assaulting women.
ACP Shankar’s actions are
unforgivable. Is this the gov-
ernance that Telangana
deserves?” he said.

TH's Language Tech Research

Centre celebrates silver jubilee

PNS ®m HYDERABAD

International Institute of
Information Technology
Hyderabad's (IIITH) Language
Technologies Research Centre
(LTRC) celebrated the 25th year of
its inception with a two-day event
over the weekend that included
several talks and panel discussions
on the vision, mission, evolution
and future of language technolo-
gies.

The event highlighted the
importance of academic research
connected with real-life problems,
the need for collaboration in tech-
nology development and the role
of language technology across
regional languages for social good.

To mark the occasion, the LTRC
launched free-to-download
BhashaVerse language resources
machine translation models. The
multi-task encoder-decoder model
can translate from any of the 36
languages into any other including
Tulu, Bodo, Bhojpuri, Magahi,
Santhali etc. It helps with machine
translation evaluation, error iden-
tification and automatic post-edit-
ing of 10 billion sentence pairs.

The centre also announced the
development of the BhashaVerse
LLM decoder model for 36 Indian
languages that can be used for sum-
marisations, Q&A etc with some

i i

w'
| P T T
Ty e T

T ey 7
UL ey T T

hﬁ_-_‘hu-—-—-._l__ e, T
T i T Ty PR, T z

m._ﬂ_‘—-=
._" e Teaa——— ———

——— = T —
S — .__—h__-_,_ e
ek e e o ¥ e e S

fine-tuning. In addition to these
models, LTRC released synthetical-
ly generated and curated 10 billion
Bhashik datasets for Indian lan-
guage to Indian language pairs; a
generic dataset, one in the educa-
tion domain that works across 17
different fields in English and 5
Indian languages and one for the
health domain in English and 8
Indian languages. For the first
time in Indian languages, a dataset
for automatic post-editing of text
and machine translation evaluation
has also been made available.
Established in October 1999 in
response to the preeminent scien-
tific challenge of enabling machines
to read, understand and derive
meaning from human languages,
especially in the Indian context and
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Indian languages, it was, perhaps,
the first such research theme-
focused centre in the country.
Today, LTRC is the largest acade-
mic centre of speech and lan-
guage technology in South Asia.

Initially focused on areas like
Machine Translation, Semantic
Parsing and Information
Extraction, the centre has expand-
ed its research portfolio to include
Speech Recognition, Text
Generation, Sentiment Analysis,
Dialogue Systems and more. Over
the years, LTRC has built a thriv-
ing ecosystem of researchers, stu-
dents and collaborators who have
carried forward the centre's pio-
neering work in various directions,
many of which had their origins at
LTRC itself.

I
Rashtrapati Nilayam to

remain closed for pubic
from Dec 10 to 23

PNS B HYDERABAD

[

In view of the sojourn of the President of
India, Rashtrapati Nilayam will remain
closed to the public from December 10 to
23.

The release on Monday said, "Rashtrapati
Nilayam will remain closed for the public
from December 10 to December 23, 2024.
The closure is being implemented to adhere
to security and procedural protocols during
the President's visit."

The officials of Rashtrapati Nilayam stat-
ed that public visits will resume after the
specified period. Visitors who had planned,
are requested to reschedule their visits after
December 23 and book tickets online.

Pushpa 2 premiere
incident: Boy showing
improvement

PNS B HYDERABAD

The KIMS doctors have released a state-
ment on Monday stating that the 8-year-
old male child who was brought to emer-
gency in a semiconscious state has shown
gradual improvement in his condition.

He is on ventilatory support with min-
imal oxygen and pressure needs.

His blood circulation is well main-
tained without need of any inotropes. He
is tolerating tube feeds well, the doctors
said.

He still has intermittent fever spikes.

He is responding more to pain but still
is not showing signs of full return to con-
sciousness with mild paucity of right
upper limb movements as compared to left
upper limb. A repeat MRI brain scan with
screening of the whole spine is being
planned, said Dr Chetan R Mundada, Dr
Vishnu Tej Pudi of KIMS Cuddles Mother
and Child Centre in Secunderabad.

Mutyalamma temple to
host idol reinstallation
ceremony tomorrow

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Mutyalamma temple in Secunderabad's
Kummariguda is set to witness the reinstallation
of the deity's idol on December 11 at 8:33 am.
The reinstallation ceremony will be attended by
Telangana's Minister for Environment, Forest and
Endowments Konda Surekha, as the chief guest.

The invitation for the event was formally
extended to Minister Surekha by the
Endowments Department officials, including
Principal Secretary Shailaja Ramaiyer,
Commissioner Sridhar and Assistant
Commissioner Sandhya Rani, at her office on the
Assembly premises.

Minister Surekha appreciated the Endowments
department for completing the idol reinstalla-
tion on schedule and praised their efforts in ren-
ovating the Mutyalamma temple.

She emphasised the need to conduct the cer-
emony in a festive manner, reflecting the spirit
of devotion and community participation.

SCR holds safety review meet

PNS B HYDERABAD

Arun Kumar Jain, general manager,
South Central Railway, conducted a
detailed review meeting on safety and
punctuality of trains in the SCR jurisdic-
tion on Monday at Rail Nilayam,
Secunderabad. Divisional Railway
Manager's (DRMs) of all six Divisions i.e.
Secunderabad, Hyderabad, Vijayawada,
Guntakal, Guntur and Nanded joined the
review meeting through video conference.
The general manager instructed the
officials to intensify field inspections
focusing on functioning of safety-related
assets pertaining to signaling, engineer-
ing and station assets related to safety.
He also discussed on punctuality of the
trains. He instructed all the DRMs to
make an action plan to run the trains
punctually regardless of 3rd line works

and fog-related issues during winter sea-

son.

Arun Kumar Jain discussed about the
progress of ongoing 3rd line works and
maintenance related works of private sid-
ings. He instructed the officials to con-
duct frequent inspections in the private
sidings though the track is maintained by
private firms, since safety of the train
operation is top priority.

He also discussed on the importance of
maintaining the railway properties safe
and secure. He stated that every railway
employee must have the moral responsi-
bility to protect the railway property and
they need to inform the higher officials
on any instances endangering safety.

He also discussed on implementation |
of the Railway Board safety guidelines and
advisory and emphasised on the strict
adherence over the zone.
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Telangana Pradesh Congress president Mahesh Kumar Goud celebrating the birthday of Congress leader Sonia Gandhi at
Gandhi Bhavan in Hyderabad on Monday.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
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JNTUH in-charge Vice-Chancellor Professor V Balakista Reddy visits Gautami Hostel at 9:00 pm, dines at the hostel mess

and interacts with students to address their concerns. The visit was accompanied by the college principal and wardens

Praja Palana Vijayotsavams conclude successfully

PNS ® HYDERABAD

The State government's Praja
Palana Vijayotsavams con-
cluded on a grand note, with
celebrations held at Tank
Bund, NTR Marg and
HMDA grounds from
December 7. The Municipal
Administration and Urban
Development (MAUD)
department played a pivotal
role in organising the events
seamlessly, ensuring there
was no inconvenience to the
public.

Board worked in coordina-
tion to make the events suc-
cessful. Key arrangements
included the installation of
lights, provision of drinking
water, barricading, parking
facilities and sanitation man-
agement. The unveiling of the
Telangana Thalli statue wit-
nessed large-scale participa-
tion, particularly from
women, with municipal offi-
cials actively mobilising atten-
dees and overseeing the
arrangements.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dana Kishore commended

events. "Our teams worked

Thalli statue at the Secretariat.
Thousands of women and
citizens gathered to witness
the historic moment. Dana
Kishore closely monitored
the arrangements over the
three days to ensure their suc-
cess.

The Principal Secretary
extended his congratulations
to GHMC Commissioner
Ilambarthi, CDMA Sridevi,
HMDA Metropolitan
Commissioner Sarfaraz,
HMWSSB MD Ashok, Metro
Rail MD NVS Reddy, Zonal
Commissioner

Under the leadership of
MAUD Principal Secretary M
Dana Kishore, officials from
GHMC, HMDA, CDMA,
Metro Rail and the Water

the municipal staff for their
round-the-clock efforts to
maintain cleanliness and
ensure smooth conduct of the

tirelessly to ensure the success
of these celebrations and to
uphold the spirit of
Telangana," he said.

The grand culmination of
the Vijayotsavams on Monday
evening was marked by Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy
unveiling the Telangana

Anurag
Jayanti and other officials
and sanitation staff for their
exemplary coordination and
dedication.




PNS B WARANGAL

The Special Intelligence Bureau (SIB)
has rightly predicted that there was
a possibility of the members of the
outlawed Communist Party of India-
Maoist crossing into Telangana from
Chhattisgarh.

Are armed Maoist groups from
Dandakaranya, which consider
Telangana's border a safe zone, cross-
ing into the State? Are the Maoists
in the Chhattisgarh and Maharashtra
borders abandoning Dandakaranya?
The deployment of paramilitary
forces, anti-Maoist squads, and
Central armed forces is driving the
Maoists towards Telangana's border,
police sources confirmed.

Several key Maoist leaders—
Kurush Mangu, alias Bhadrudu,
Papan, Egolu Mallayya alias
Karunakar, Koti, Madhu, and oth-
ers—died during this process. Over

Telangana foiled

the last two months, intense clashes
between police and Maoists in
Dandakaranya have resulted in a
war-like situation. Recently, for the
first time, Central armed forces
entered the Narayanapur district of
Abujmadh in Dandakaranya, leading
to several encounters, where up to
254 Maoists are reported to have
died, according to Maoist party
announcements.

SIB's Early Warning: With Union
Home Minister Amit Shah declaring
that the Maoist movement will be
eradicated by 2026, police operations
have intensified. In response, Maoist
leaders have strategised to move
towards Telangana's border. The
Special Intelligence Bureau (SIB)
has predicted this and alerted the
state police. Recently, Telangana
DGP Jitender held meetings with dis-
trict Superintendents of Police from

Jayashankar Bhupalapalli, Mulugu,
and Bhadradri Kothagudem dis-
tricts, providing strategic directions.
Within ten days, Maoists killed two
informants—Ramesh and Arjun—in
Mulugu district's Wajedu.

A significant encounter happened
recently, proving that the predictions
of the Intelligence agencies were cor-
rect. The leaders of the Maoist
movement in the Telugu states have
also been reportedly dealing with
health issues, and the Central para-
military forces have gradually taken
control of their long-held safe zones
in Dandakaranya. This has prompt-
ed Maoist forces to relocate and
move towards the border areas.

Maoist Presence: Despite a lack of
major activity in the state recently,
Maoists have frequently been issuing
letters in the names of various area
committees. These letters have been

Police personnel keeping watch on a highway in Mulugu district on Monday

sent under the names of the
Telangana State Committee and
other divisions, such as the Alluri
Sitarama Raju and Bhadradri
Kothagudem Divisions. From the
second half of 2023 to the first half
of 2024, letters were increasingly
issued by committees from areas like
Palwancha, Manuguru, Illendu,
Narsampet, Singareni, and Charla.
These communications were an
attempt by the Maoists to assert their
presence in Telangana.

After the elimination of the
Lachanna and Bhadrudu factions,
there was widespread media cover-
age in June about Maoists crossing
into Telangana after crossing the
Godavari River. In line with this, on
July 25, an encounter occurred in
the forests of Damerratogu in the
Gundala Mandal of Mulugu and
Bhadradri Kothagudem districts,
where one Maoist was killed. Police

later confirmed that the Maoists, led
by Lachanna and Bhadrudu, had
been active in the region with
about 15 members carrying
weapons.

In another encounter on
September 5 in the Karakagudem
Mandal of Bhadradri district,
Maoists including Lachanna and
five others were killed. This brought
the total to seven of the 15 initially
reported dead. While the Lachanna
group was wiped out, Bhadrudu'’s fac-
tion continued to evade the police for
some time, posing a challenge to law
enforcement.

Recent Major Encounters: The
recent major encounter in Mulugu
district resulted in the death of
seven Maoists, including several
members of the Telangana state
committee and district committee.
This has been seen as a major blow
to the Maoist movement.

Driver dies
as bus rams
into lorry

PNS B YADADRI BHUVANGIRI

In an accident at Dandu
Malkapuram under

Cotton farmers face
distress over delayed
procurement

PNS B RANGAREDDY

mills. Any delays in unload-
ing or processing only add

|

.

Shadnagar MLA Veerlapalli Shankar at the birthday celebrations of AICC former president Sonia Gandhi in

Shadnagar on Monday

Sonia Gandhi’s birthday
celebrated at Shadnagar

PNS B RANGAREDDY

Shadnagar MLA  and
Chairman of State Public
Sector Institutions Veerlapalli
Shankar extended greetings
to Sonia Gandhi on her birth-
day on Monday. He described
her as the "mother of
Telangana" and a leader who
resided in the hearts of mil-
lions. The celebration was held
at the MLA's camp office in
Shadnagar, Rangareddy dis-
trict, under the leadership of
Town President Kunkalla
Chennaiah.

During the event, MLA
Veerlapalli Shankar highlight-
ed Sonia Gandhi's instrumen-

Five-year plan to restore forest
cover in Mulugu initiated

tal role in the formation of
Telangana. He praised Sonia
Gandhi’s commitment to the
cause of Telangana, recalling
her assurance to stand by the
region despite potential chal-
lenges or political losses.

He further lauded her six
guarantees for Telangana,
which he described as a source
of hope and assurance for the
people. MLA Shankar empha-
sised that Congress govern-
ment would fulfil the aspira-
tions of Telanganas people,
overcoming obstacles.

The MLA also took the
opportunity to criticise the
opposition, particularly the
BRS party, accusing them of

hatching conspiracies to create
trouble for the Congress gov-
ernment. He asserted that the
success of the Congress-led
administration over the past
year has caused distress among
the opposition, who, according
to him, are now resorting to
underhanded tactics.

The event witnessed the
participation of several promi-
nent leaders and party work-
ers, including Market
Committee Vice Chairman
Babar Khan, former ZPTC P
Venkatramireddy, Town
President Kunkalla Chennaiah,
and State Youth Congress
General Secretary
Andemohan, among others.

Choutuppal mandal, a
TSRTC driver died. The
accident happened when
the bus rammed into a sta-
tionary lorry.

The driver was trapped
in the cabin. The Fire
Service personnel cut open
the cabin to extricate the
body.

The police said that 10
passengers were injured in
the accident. They were
rushed to hospital. There
were 40 passengers at the
time of the accident. A
massive traffic jam
occurred following the
accident. Driver dies as
bus rams into lorry.

e e
Fire Service staff extricating the
body of RTC driver trapped in the
cabin following an accident at
Dandu Malkapuram in Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri district on Monday

Farmers in Ranga Reddy
district are facing signif-
icant challenges as delay
in cotton purchases con-
tinues due to storage and
processing issues.
Officials have urged farm-
ers to move their har-
vested cotton crops to the
markets, but purchases
are being deferred
because of bottlenecks at
ginning mills. The Cotton
Corporation of India
(CCI) is only able to buy
a limited quantity of cot-
ton each day, ranging
from 500 to 800 quintals,
despite the growing stock-
pile in the mills. This
delay is especially affect-
ing farmers from regions
such as Chevella, Shabad,
Shankarpally, Moinabad,
Ibrahimpatnam,
Yacharam, and Manchal.

The ginning mills, which
have a storage capacity of
20,000 quintals, are current-
ly processing cotton bales
sporadically, leading to fur-
ther accumulation of stock.
As a result, farmers are
incurring high transporta-
tion costs as they rely on
rented vehicles to trans-
port their cotton to the

to their financial burden.

Officials from the
Marketing Department and
CCI have attributed the
delays to operational prob-
lems at the ginning mills,
including machinery break-
downs and disruptions
caused by recent rains.
Although  purchases
resumed on December 7
after a three-day halt, the
slow pace of procurement
has left farmers frustrated.
While payments for cotton
sold up to November 29
have been settled, the slug-
gish purchasing process has
intensified dissatisfaction
among the farming com-
munity.

Currently, cotton is being
bought at a support price
ranging from Rs 7,521 to Rs
7,471 per quintal. In
response to the delays,
farmers are appealing to
authorities to take up vil-
lage-wise procurement
schedules to streamline the
process and avoid further
delays. They urge officials to
expedite the cotton pur-
chasing process to alleviate
both the financial and logis-
tical challenges they are
facing.

Railway Minister
urged to sanction
station at

Chinna Kodur

PNS B MULUGU

Mulugu Divisional Forest officials
have submitted proposals to the
state government for restoring the
forest in the Medaram area. The plan
involves planting saplings across
800 acres of land, preventing fire
accidents, installing chain link fences
to keep grazing animals away, and
employing 10 tribal youth as watch-
men. The restoration efforts are
planned to take place over five
years, with work commencing as
soon as funds are approved by the
state government.

The proposal comes after significant
damage to the forest caused by
heavy rains and strong winds on
August 31. Between 6 pm and 8 pm,
gale-force winds reaching speeds of
up to 120 km/h caused the uproot-
ing of over 50,000 trees along the
Tadwai-Medaram route, spanning
from a half-kilometer radius to 2 km.
The storm also damaged electric

poles, while 16 houses in the near-
by Kondaparti village were partial-
ly affected. Forest officials, upon
assessing the damage, used drones to
identify the uprooted trees and
determined that the wind, which

affected the forest in one direction,
was the primary cause.

On September 4 and 5, senior for-
est officials, including Principal
Chief Conservator of Forest (PCCF)
RM Dobriyal, Kaleswaram Zone

Chief Conservator of Forests
Prabhakar, Nirmal Circle Chief
Conservator of Forests Bheema
Naik, and Rahul Kishan Jadhav, vis-
ited the site to inspect the damage.
According to Jadhav, efforts to
remove the uprooted trees are
already underway in the Medaram
forest. A report has been submitted
to the state government detailing the
steps needed to restore the forest.
Once the necessary funds are made
available, the restoration process
will begin.

Forest officials have determined
that approximately 120 species of
trees were uprooted due to the
storm. As part of the recovery plan,
a five-year strategy has been put in
place, which includes developing an
80-kilometer fire line with a 5-
meter width, erecting a chain-link
fence to prevent human intrusion,
and hiring 10 tribal youth to over-
see and maintain the newly planted
areas.

PNS M SIDDIPET

BRS Rajya Sabha members KR
Suresh Reddy, Vaddiraju
Ravichandra, and Divakonda
Damodar Rao have urged Union
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw to establish a railway sta-
tion at Chinna Kodur in Siddipet
district. This is along the
Kothapally-Manoharabad railway
line. The new railway line has
already been completed up to
Siddipet town. Responding to
local requests, Siddipet MLA T
Harish Rao raised the matter with
the BRS MPs, who subsequently
submitted a formal representation
to the Union Minister in New
Delhi on Monday.

The MPs highlighted that the
proximity of the popular tourist
destination, Ranganayaka Sagar, to
Chinna Kodur would make the
establishment of a railway station
in the area particularly beneficial.

VHP, Bajrang Dal
organise awareness
programme on drug abuse

PNS B RANGAREDDY

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
and Bajrang Dal organised a
community awareness programme
promoting a drug-free India and the
reduction of plastic use in
Shadnagar. The event witnessed
enthusiastic participation of students
from Vijetha, Vishwabharti, and
Vigyan Intermediate Colleges, as well
as teachers and activists from the
region.

Shadnagar Town Circle Inspector
Vijay Kumar, Traffic Circle Inspector
Chandrasekhar, Sun-Inspector
Sushila, VHP Kshetra Seva Pramukh
Bandaru Ramesh, RSS Rashtra Seva
Pramukh Sivashankar, RSS
Kamalakar, and Bajrang Dal Vibhag
Sanyojak Gudem Ramesh.
Addressing the students, Vijay
Kumar highlighted the dangers of
drug addiction, smoking, and alcohol

consumption. He urged the youth to
steer clear of such habits and
actively contribute to the betterment
of society. He also emphasised the
need to minimize the use of plastics,
advocating for environmentally
conscious practices.

Chandrasekhar provided valuable
insights into road safety and vehicle
related rules, encouraging students
to prioritize safety while on the road.
The programme aimed to create
awareness about the harmful
effects of drugs and plastic on
individuals and the environment.
Leaders from VHP and Bajrang Dal,
including VHP General Secretary
Balabrahma Chari, Akula
Mallikarjuna, Bajrang Dal
Prakhanda Sanyojak Rolu Giri,
Shadnagar VHP President Emula
Sandeep Kumar, and General
Secretary Hrishikesh, joined the
event along with several activists.
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Father attempts to kil
child over family dispute

daughter in Erode on Monday due to a family dispute,

Afather allegedly attempted to kill his four-year-old

police said. Thirumalai Selvan (30) was living with his
wife Sukanya (23), their seven-year-old son, and four-year-
old daughter in Madurai. Following a family quarrel,
Sukanya moved to her parental home in
Manickampalayam, Erode, with her children several
months ago. On Monday morning, Thirumalai Selvan,
reportedly intoxicated, went to his wife’s place, quarrelled
with her, and compelled her to return to Madurai with him.
When she refused, he allegedly poured petrol from a bottle
onto his wife and two children and attempted to set them
on fire, in a fit of anger, police said. While Sukanya and
their son managed to escape, Thirumalai Selvan allegedly
set their daughter on fire. The girl screamed for help,
prompting her mother and neighbours to rush to the spot
and try to extinguish the flames.
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Seer upset over curhs

on protests

anger over the prohibitory orders imposed in Belagavi

Lingayat seer Jayamruthyunjaya Swami has expressed his

where the winter session of the Karnataka legislature
started on Monday. The seer had planned a tractor rally in the
town on Tuesday, but the district administration clamped
prohibitory orders, restricting the entry of tractors in town. The
pontiff of the Panchamasali Guru Peetha of Kudala Sangama has
been pressing the successive governments to bring the
Panchamasali community under the 2A category of the Other
Backward Castes since December 2012. Addressing reporters,
the seer said such restrictions were uncalled for when he was
carrying out a protest in a democratic way. The community is
presently under the 3B category and gets five per cent reservation
in government education institutions and jobs. If the demand is
met, the community would get 15 per cent reservation.
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No land provided by Centre to
Wagqf hoard since 2019: Govt

the Waqf Board since 2019, the Union Housing and

No land has been provided by the Central government to

Urban Affairs Ministry told Rajya Sabha on Monday. In
a written reply to a question about the total area of land
provided to the Waqf Board by the Central and state
governments from 2019 till date, MoS Tokhan Sahu said land is
a state subject and hence, no data of land provided by the state
governments is available with the ministry. He, however, said as
far as the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs is concerned,
no land has been provided to the Wagqf Board by the
Government of India since 2019. In August, the government
introduced the Wagf (Amendment) Bill and referred it to a joint
parliamentary committee after a heated debate. The government
asserted the proposed law did not intend to interfere with the
functioning of mosques while the opposition called it targeting
of Muslims and an attack on the Constitution. Last week,
Jagdambika Pal, the chairman of the joint parliamentary
committee, said the panel has written to state governments.

CUET-UG, PG set to undergo

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Common University
Entrance Test (CUET) for
admission to undergraduate
and postgraduate courses is set
to undergo several changes in
the 2025 edition following a
review by an expert panel,
according to UGC Chairman
Jagadesh Kumar.The University
Grants Commission (UGC)
has constituted an expert com-
mittee to review the conduct of
CUET-UG and PG.

"Based on the feedback from
the past years, it is also essential
to continuously improve the
examination process to provide
a better, more efficient and

conducive environment for stu-
dents taking CUET. In this
spirit, the UGC has constituted
an expert committee to review
the conduct of CUET-UG and
CUET-PG for 2025," Kumar
told PTI. "The committee has
examined various aspects of the
test, such as its structure, num-
ber of papers, duration of test
papers, syllabus alignment and
operational logistics.

Nation 05

India calls for ensuring
territorial integrity of Syria

PNS B NEW DELHI

A day after rebel forces over-
threw President Bashar Assad's
authoritarian government in
Syria, India on Monday joined
leading nations to call for sta-
bility and preserve the unity,
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the Arab nation.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said it is mon-
itoring the unfolding develop-
ments in Syria and advocated
a peaceful and inclusive Syrian-
led political process going for-
ward in that country.

The Syrian government col-
lapsed on Sunday as the rebels
seized control of the capital
Damascus after capturing sev-
eral other prominent cities
and towns.

Assad fled the country after
the rebel group Hayat Tahrir
al-Sham (HTS) took control of
Damascus, marking the end of
his family's 50-year rule.

"We are monitoring the sit-
uation in Syria in the light of
ongoing developments. We
underline the need for all par-
ties to work towards preserv-
ing the unity, sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Syria,"
the MEA said in a statement.

"We advocate a peaceful and
inclusive Syrian-led political
process respecting the interests
and aspirations of all sections
of Syrian society," it said.

The MEA said the Indian
embassy in Damascus is in
contact with the Indian com-
munity in Syria for their "safe-
ty and security".

Hours after the rebels cap-

tured power, official sources in
Delhi on Sunday said all Indian
nationals in Syria are safe.

Russian state media report-
ed that Assad is in Moscow and
will be given asylum. His near-
ly 14-year tenure was marked
by civil war, bloodshed and
brutal crackdown on his polit-
ical opponents. Many leading
countries have also welcomed
fall of the nearly 14-year-long
Assad regime that witnessed
civil strife across Syria.

"It is a moment of historic
opportunity for the long-suf-
fering people of Syria to build
a better future for their coun-
try. It is also a moment of risk
and uncertainty," US President
Joe Biden said. "This is the best
opportunity in generations for
Syrians to forge their own
future --free of opposition," he
said.British Prime Minister

Keir Starmer described the
developments in Syria as
"unprecedented".

"The Syrian people have suf-
fered under Assad's barbaric
regime for too long and we
welcome his departure. Our
focus is now on ensuring a
political solution prevails, and
peace and stability is restored,"
he said. "We call on all sides to
protect civilians and minorities
and ensure essential aid can
reach the most vulnerable in
the coming hours and days,"
Starmer added.

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said the US strongly
supports a peaceful transition
of power to an accountable
Syrian government through
an inclusive Syrian-led process.

"During this transitional
period, the Syrian people have
every right to demand the

preservation of state institu-
tions, the resumption of key
services, and the protection of
vulnerable communities," he
said. The French foreign min-
istry welcomed the fall of
Assad's regime and said the
time for unity has come.

"France calls for weapons to
fall silent, for the democratic
institutions to be preserved, for
the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Syria to be respect-
ed," it said. France also pitched
for peaceful political transition,
one that respects the diversity
of the Syrian people, and pro-
tects civilians and all minori-
ties, in accordance with inter-
national law.

"It calls on all Syrians to
unite, to reconcile, and to
reject all forms of extremism,"
the French foreign ministry
said.

DELHI ASSEMBLY POLLS

‘Pushpa 2’ leads to poster

war between

PNS B NEW DELHI

Allu Arjun-starrer blockbuster
"Pushpa 2" has led to a poster
war between the ruling AAP in
Delhi and the opposition BJP
ahead of the Assembly polls
scheduled early next year. AAP
recently issued a poster on the
lines of the movie, titling it in
bold letters "Kejrwal Jhukega
Nahi" based on the cult dia-
logue of the movie.

In the poster, Kejriwal poses
as the protagonist of the flim,
carrying AAP's symbol
jhaadu’ (broom) on his shoul-
der. "4th Term Coming Soon"
read the poster, referring to the
previous electoral successes of
Kejriwal-led AAP in 2013,
2015 and 2020 in the Delhi
Assembly polls. The Delhi BJP
on Monday issued its own
poster showing the party's state
president Virendra Sachdeva
posing as the movie's charac-
ter Pushpa on a throne with
"Bhrashtachariyon Ko Khatam
Karenge" (will finish the cor-
rupt) written in bold letters.

"Rappa-Rappa" the poster
read, copying Pushpa's dia-
logue in the movie. AAP is

AAP and BJP

In the poster, Kejriwal
poses as the protagonist
of the flim, carrying
AAP's symbol 'jhaadu’
(broom) on his
shoulder. "4th Term
Coming Soon" read the
poster, referring to the
previous electoral
successes of Kejriwal-
led AAP in 2013, 2015
and 2020 in the Delhi
Assembly polls

working hard to retain power
in Delhi for a third time after
its massive electoral successes
in 2015 and 2020 in which it
routed the BJP, winning 67 and
63 seats, respectively, in the 70-
member Assembly. The lead-
ers in the BJP, out of power in
Delhi since 1998, consider
the upcoming Assembly polls
their best opportunity to end
AAP's sway in Delhi's politics.

Fadnavis-led ministry wins trust motion

PNS B MUMBAI

The Devendra Fadnavis-led
ministry on Monday sailed
through a trust vote in the
Maharashtra assembly.The
trust motion, tabled by Shiv
Sena MLA Uday Samant and
others, was passed by a voice
vote. Speaker Rahul Narwekar
announced that the trust
motion has been approved by

the House. The BJP-Shiv Sena-
NCP *Mahayuti’ coalition has
a commanding majority of
230 seats in the 288-member
state assembly.

Fadnavis was sworn in as the
chief minister for the third time on
December 5. Eknath Shinde and
Ajit Pawar took oath as deputy
chief ministers at the ceremony
attended by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Mumbai.

MANIPUR VIOLENCE

SC asks state to give details on
arson, property encroachments

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the Manipur
government to submit a
detailed sealed cover report on
the number of properties that
were fully or partially burnt,
looted, or encroached upon
during the ongoing ethnic vio-
lence in the state. The bench
comprising Chief Justice Sanjiv
Khanna and Justice Sanjay
Kumar emphasised the need
for the state to address the
grievances of the displaced
persons and take steps to
restore their properties.

It therefore asked the
Manipur government, repre-
sented by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, to provide spe-
cific details such as “buildings
burnt or partially burnt, build-
ings looted, buildings tres-
passed or encroached upon”.
The report should also provide
information about the owners
and current occupants of these
properties, along with the

The bench comprising Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar emphasised the need for the
state to address the grievances of the displaced

details of any legal actions
taken against trespassers, the
CJI said. "We also direct the
state government to provide
the following details: 1.
Buildings burnt and partially
burnt, 2. buildings which are
looted; and (3) the buildings

trespassed and encroached
upon,” the SC order stated.
The bench further directed,
“In all these, give details of the
name and address of the
owner as well as the person, if
any, in occupation of the

property.

‘Will we have lollipop while you
come to occupy our land

PNS B KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Monday
strongly reacted to provocative
statements by a section of
Bangladeshi politicians that
Bangladesh could occupy
Bengal within days, calling
them "absurd" and dismissing
it by saying, "you will occupy
Bengal, Bihar, and Odisha,
and we will have lollipops?"

While addressing the West
Bengal Assembly, Banerjee,
without naming anyone, con-
demned the circulation of cer-
tain fake videos on this side of
the border and blamed a certain
political party for attempting to
stoke tensions in the state. The
chief minister condemned the
persecution of minorities in
Bangladesh, calling it unac-
ceptable, and stressed the need
for unity among India's religious
communities.

Banerjee strongly rejected
provocative statements from
across the border, including a
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) leader who said that
Bangladesh has claims over
Bengal, Bihar, and Odisha,
and a viral video featuring
Bangladesh Army veterans
suggesting the country could
occupy West Bengal within
days, remarking, "You will
occupy Bengal, Bihar, and
Qdisha, and we will have lol-
lipops? Don't even think that."

"No one has the guts to take
our lands, don't even think
about it," she said. Mocking
some Bangladeshi leaders, who

have made provocative state-
ments recently, she said, "Stay
calm and healthy and have
peace of mind." She also cau-
tioned those seeking to politi-
cise the situation in India,
saying that such actions would
harm West Bengal and its
people.

"Those thinking of politicis-
ing this must remember that it
will hurt our state too, and
your friends, sisters, and broth-
ers in Bangladesh," she said.

"A certain political party is
responsible for the circulation
of fake videos to stoke fire. I
appeal to everyone to stay
away from such misinforma-
tion. We are not in favour of
any one group, we care for
everyone here," she said.

Banerjee urged restraint,
saying, "We should not make
unnecessary statements that
may threaten the situation

Mamata dig at Bangla politicos

here." The chief minister con-
demned the ongoing persecu-
tion of minorities, especially
Hindus, in Bangladesh, calling
it unacceptable, and stressed
the need for unity among
India's religious communities.

"We condemn the ongoing
violence on Hindus in
Bangladesh. Communal vio-
lence is not done by Hindus,
Muslims, Sikhs, or Christians; it
is done by anti-social elements
that are burden on the society.
We should all remember this
and avoid making statements
that could disrupt the peace in
West Bengal," she said.

The Hindu community in
Bangladesh, the country's
largest minority group, has
faced increasing persecution
following the resignation of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
on August 5, triggered by
widespread student protests.

How physical activity helps muscles produce

PNS B NEW DELHI

Researchers have identified a
new process thought which
physical exercise triggers the
production of energy in mus-
cles, even in those with genet-
ic errors.

Researchers said the results,
published in the journal
Nature Communications,
could pave the way for treat-
ing disorders affecting one's
muscles, such as diabetes, can-
cer and heart disease.

"We have identified a new,
important mechanism for
energy production of the mus-
cle cells and shown that it is
activated by physical exercise
-- regardless of age, gender and
state of health," Lykke Sylow,
an associate professor at the
University of Copenhagen,

Denmark, and corresponding
author of the paper describing

Researchers said

the results, published
in the journal Nature
Communications,
could pave the way
for treating disorders
affecting one's

muscles, suchas
diabetes, cancer
and heart disease

the findings, said. The team
showed that a protein, vital to

the newly discovered process
and named 'SLIRP', played a

key role in producing energy,
which is known to occur in
cells' energy factory -- the
mitochondria.

They further found that
through fitness, or aerobic,
training, the SLIRP protein's
role in energy production
could be dodged.

"Our research shows that
exercise can counteract genet-
ic errors in muscular energy
production. If this (SLIRP)
protein is missing, exercise can
activate alternative processes
which recreate the muscle's
energy capacity and circum-
vent the genetic error," first
author, Tang Cam Phung
Pham, a postdoctoral
researcher at the University of
Copenhagen, said.

The results showed how
useful exercise can be in over-

energy ?

coming genetic errors, Cam
Phung Pham said.

The study could help devel-
op a drug that mimics the
health benefits of physical
training in people who are
unable to exercise, according
to Sylow.

"It opens up the possibility
of developing new treatments
for more than 200 different
disorders related to defects in
the muscles' energy produc-
tion," Sylow said.

"This includes rare mito-
chondrial genetic disorders
as well as more common dis-
eases such as diabetes, cancer,
cardiovascular disease and
neurodegenerative disorders -
- in which (a) lower muscle
function is associated with
increased mortality,” the cor-
responding author said
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Renewed vigour

PM Modi and the King Wangchuck’s meeting strengthens ties with the

Himalayan kingdom and lays the groundwork for future collaboration

a deep commitment to mutual progress. This bond was reaffirmed during a recent

| ndia and Bhutan share a relationship rooted in historical ties, cultural affinity and

high-level meeting between Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Bhutan’s King
Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck. The meeting underscores the enduring impor-
tance both nations place on their friendship amidst a dynamic geopolitical landscape.
The foundation of India-Bhutan relations was laid with the signing of the Treaty of
Friendship in 1949, which established perpetual peace and friendship, free trade and
mutual cooperation. This treaty was updated in 2007 to reflect evolving dynamics,
It continued to emphasise close cooperation on defence, trade and cultural exchange.
India has been a steadfast partner in Bhutan’s development journey, assisting in key
sectors such as hydropower, infrastructure, education and health. Bhutan, in turn,
has been a reliable neighbour, sharing India’s security concerns and supporting its

diplomatic endeavours.

The recent interaction between PM Modi and King
Jigme Khesar sought to address emerging challenges
and explore avenues for deeper collaboration.
Hydropower is a cornerstone of India-Bhutan rela-
tions. Bhutan exports surplus electricity generated
from its rivers to India, a mutually beneficial
arrangement. Discussions focused on scaling up
hydropower projects, ensuring sustainable energy
practices, and addressing financial challenges relat-
ed to project execution. India remains Bhutan’s largest
trading partner and the leaders explored ways to
diversify trade and enhance connectivity. Emphasis

was also placed on digital infrastructure and technology transfer to support Bhutan’s
aspirations for modernisation. Geopolitical developments, particularly in the Indo-
Pacific and Himalayan region, were key discussion points. Both leaders reaffirmed
their commitment to regional stability and countering security threats, including transna-
tional crimes and emerging cyber risks. Recognising the importance of fostering peo-
ple-to-people ties, leaders pledged to expand scholarship programmes, skill devel-
opment initiatives and cultural exchanges. These efforts aim to empower the youth
and deepen cultural understanding.The dialogue between India and Bhutan holds broad-
er geopolitical significance. As China increases its outreach in South Asia, includ-
ing in the Himalayan region, India’s proactive engagement with Bhutan reaffirms its
commitment to its smaller neighbours. Bhutan’s strategic location makes its part-
nership vital for India’s security and regional influence. India’s support for Bhutan’s
participation in global forums reflects its willingness to amplify Bhutan’s voice on
international issues, including climate change. As both nations work toward com-
mon goals, their relationship serves as a model for regional cooperation based on
trust, benefit and mutual respect.

Superpower retreats £
and their fallout

Russians abandoning Assads is a stark reminder of the fact that promises of
steadfast allegiance can falter when geopolitical will and resources wane

he Vietnam War was
fought between the
forces of the North
(supported by the
Soviet Union and
China) and those of the South
(supported by the United States
of America). While it lasted
twenty years (1955 to 1975) the
direct involvement of the
American troops lasted about a
decade from 1965 onwards. The
scars of 58,281 US fatalities and
303, 644 wounded had tired the
spirits, emotions and morale of
the Americans, and they secret-
ly negotiated a pull-out plan
under the garb of the Paris Peace
Accords that the Americans knew
would not hold up.
The Americans made many
insincere and knowingly immoral
promises to intervene on behalf
of its ally, the Southern side, but
when the push came to shove, it
pushed the Southern side under
the bus with non-intervention or
support. Later day US President
Ronald Reagen was to coin the
term ‘Vietnam Syndrome’ to sug-
gest a reluctance to support an
international military interven-
tion, beyond a point. A similar
reneging of support after almost
a decade of direct military inter-
vention was to face the Soviet-
propped puppet government of
Afghanistan, under Mohammad
Najibullah.
Ultimately the political and pop-
ular will of the Soviets had waned
as the human and financial cost
of continuing the war in
Afghanistan had waned. A few
years later, exactly as it had hap-
pened in Vietnam, the Afghan
government was ousted in a
bloody offensive and Najibullah’s
corpse was dragged behind a
truck through the streets of Kabul.
Eventually, the Soviets left him to
his fate. It was the sort of end of
a regime that was far less than
ideal as the land of many ‘Great
Games’ earlier i.e., Afghanistan,
had seen similar consequences of
bloodlust with the British troops
leaving Afghanistan in Jan 1842
(only one survivor had managed
to reach the British controlled
township of Jalalabad). Sadly,
even Najibullah’s ouster wasn't to
be the last of the ‘abandoning’ of
a regime in Kabul.
In 2021, an exhausted and dispir-
ited American force ‘abandoned’

its ally i.e., the Ashraf Ghani
government, in Kabul on the
pretext of a deal signed
between the Taliban and the
US in Doha.

Everyone knew that the deal
would not hold up and lo
behold the Taliban stormed
into Kabul, soon after. The
‘longest war in US history’ with
a two trillion financial cost, a
no-win situation, and mount-
ing pictures of ‘US body bags’
had yet again forced the
Americans to push their ally
under the bus. By blindsiding
its purported ally, the
Americans had unilaterally let
down its ally after making
promises to defend the same.
Afghan Vice President
Amrullah Saleh was left mock-
ing the US on its pusillanimous
stand, “when a superpower
decided to become a mini
power”.

Recently, and yet again, it was
the decisive reluctance of a
major power and ally ie,
Russia and Iran, that left the
beleaguered Syrian
Government of Bashar Al
Assad, to its inevitable fate and
within days of some token sup-
port, the Syrian capital of
Damascus fell to rebels, who
routed the Russia-Iran sup-
ported Bashar Al Assad
regime. To be fair, the ‘aban-
donment’ of Bashar Al Assad
cannot be compared to the
Vietnam or Afghanistan situ-
ations, as the principal power

LETTERSE( N1}
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AFTER THE
SYRIAN REBELS

behind the Syrian regime no
longer had the wherewithal to
continue supporting, even if
they wanted to.

Russia is already bleeding and
reeling under the humiliating
and costly stalemate on the
Ukrainian front, whereas the
Iranians and their strategic
regional proxies (e.g.
Hezbollah and the Houthis)
were getting systematically
decimated and attacked with
literal impunity.

After the Syrian rebels had
taken over Idlib and were
dashing the next profile target

of Homs, the Russian fighter
HAD TAKEN planes did bomb some rebel
OVER IDLIB strongholds, but it simply was-
n't enough. Soon, the Syrian
rebels made the kill for

AND WERE  rebels made the kill fi
Damascus, and the isolated
DASHING and unsupported forces of
THE NEXT Bashar Al Assad simply could-
n't hold on. History repeated
PROFILE  itself and in the face of sup-
porting foreign allies failing the
TARGET OF regime, it was tantamount to
HOMS. pushing the same under the

' bus!

THE RUSSIAN  The lessons are substantial
for other regions facing simi-
FIGHTER lar belligerence or circum-
PLANES DID stances i.e., counting on

BOMB SOME REBEL
STRONGHOLDS, BUT
IT SIMPLY WASN'T
ENOUGH

Be receptive to
contrary point of view!

As social beings, our lives are deeply intertwined with
communication, but the same can often become a source of conflict

e are social beings.
Communication
with others is as

integral to us as breathing.
We often find conflicting
conversations blowing out
of proportion, sometimes
leading to even a break in
relationships. Unpleasantness
can be avoided if we are
mindful of others.We had
lived in bungalows in well-
planned colonies for a better
part of our lives.

It was easy to be more social
in such surroundings when
we met only on social occa-
sions. We, and more like us,
have moved to condominium
complexes only over the past
few years. Private spaces are
diminishing as neighbours
fall over each other, literally
and figuratively.

This is a new life that we are
still adjusting to. I noticed
something different about a
neighbour recently as we
gathered for a meeting. We
indulged in some idle banter
before the start of serious
business. It was a light-heart-
ed conversation, over which
we could smile or chuckle. Or
so I thought, till T received his
call the next day. I got the
message loud and clear that

"
1..\:.

s
he was upset over the refer-
ence to his receding hairline.
I apologised profusely for
the faux pas. He does not
seem to have forgiven me and
has stopped greeting me
when we cross each other
during walks.

He is the same person who
does not think twice before
breaking into a sarcastic verse
on the community
WhatsApp group, without
considering the hurt he might
cause to the intended victim.
We have regular meetings
with the governing body of
our welfare association.
There are arguments galore
on any subject, which would
not be such a bad thing, and
may sometimes even be con-
sidered as a humorous inter-
lude in an otherwise charged

environment, were it not for
the seriousness with which
the adversaries try to push
their viewpoint to the exclu-
sion of even listening to the
other’s perspective.

One morning, one of the
members told me that it was
good that he was now a part
of the management body,
otherwise he would have
vehemently opposed some of
the proposals. I could not
fathom the logic. A wrong
could not have been right
only by his being inside the
team. In yet another instance
recently, two ladies insisted
that they were right in their
respective contentions.

As the arguments went back
and forth, I could see the
gradual stubborn look on
the faces of both, an indica-
tion that they were no longer
listening to each other. Asan
independent observer, I real-
ized that both were talking
the same, albeit in different
words. They were not taking
the time to pause and reflect
before responding. There is
one more incident that I may
not forget easily. I felt aggriev-
ed enough to write to the pro-
moter of our condominium
complex about the supposed

WEST ASIA IN TURMOIL

declared allies cannot be
assumed, definitely and cer-
tainly not, infinitely. When
there were grave tensions on
Indo-Sino borders in 2020,
then President Donald Trump
(author of a book aptly titled,
‘The Art of Deal’) made mean-

E EDITOR

BHOPINDER SINGH

ingless offers to ‘negotiate’
between the two sides, as
opposed to denouncing
Chinese expansionism and
aggression, unequivocally.
While certain military orders
with Delhi were indeed signed
and expedited — the same
made great transactional and
commercial sense to the
American defence sector. This
is something that the already
cornered Ukrainian President
Zelensky must be fearing as
President-elect Donald Trump
sheepishly talks about yet
another ‘deal’ to supposedly
end the Russia-Ukraine war.
History is instructive of the
consequences that await when-
ever similar ‘deals’ (read, aban-
donment) are made by a
Superpower, be it the
Americans or most recently,
the Russians in Syria. Reveling
on the latest situation in Syria,
Donald Trump tweeted,
“Assad is gone. He has fled his
country.
His protector, Russia...led by
Vladimir Putin, was not inter-
ested in protecting him any
longer” — while it is true, it has
been no different for the US,
throughout history. Trump
too has the blood of letting
down Afghanistan on his
hands.
(The writet, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman ¢ Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry.The
views expressed are personal)

SANJAY CHANDRA

transgressions of a neigh-
bour in handling the com-
munity affairs. The latter was
still working as an employee
with the builder. I was upset
and did not deem it fit to con-
sider the latter’s point of view
or the adverse impact that it
might have on his profession-
al prospects. I apologised to
him in later years. He has
moved on and continues to
accord me respect. However,
I could have avoided the
unpleasantness had I taken
the time to talk to him about
my grievances.It would be
good for everyone to be more
respectful and less impulsive

in an argument.
If only we could follow the
words of Chinese philoso-
pher Zhuangzi, “We cling to
our own point of view, as
though everything depended
on it. Yet our opinions have
no permanence; like autumn
and winter, they gradually

pass away.’

(The writer is an author,
speaket; coach, arbitrator
and strategy consultant. He
conducts workshops on cre-
ative writing for young
adults and corporate execu-
tives. The views expressed
are personal)

Madam —This refers to the editorial on the
developments in Syria (December 9). In
West Asia, mostly countries are dominat-
ed by Muslims, the people have hardly any-
thing to feel elated about. The hate against
the subsects of the same religion is dom-
inating the scene in most of the countries
there. Each group is in constant war against
the other not for economic benefits but for
an upper hand over the other group. In the
process the struggling groups have taken
the path of terrorism forgetting that the one
who wins is not the permanent winner and
victories are purely ephemeral.
In Syria also the number of such groups
divided by sub-divisions of the same reli-
gion, culture, etc., is too many, and this
makes it clear that whoever has won now
is only for a temporary period, as the
deprived groups will always be waiting to
take revenge and capture power. In this
entire game, the real beneficiaries are the
developed nations whose main plank of
economy is weapon trade. Selling weapons
to every terrorist and warring group is a
flourishing trade. Therefore, either of the
groups is provoked, promoted, and
equipped with enough weapons and the
fire is kept alive. In the case of Syria, though
Assad has fled the country, bowing to the
rebels, the civil war among the groups will
continue to be there. But all the groups call
it a jithad meaning I am killing you to sat-
isfy the same God whom we both worship
piously. Terrorism knows no economy, no
logic, no rationality, and no ideology, and
it is simply a mental affair capable of
destroying anything and nothing construc-
tive.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

AUSTRALIA DEFEATS INDIA

Madam — Indian cricket is not in the pink
of health and the second test at Adelaide
was a highly disappointing one for the fans
by this indigestible defeat. The scores of 180
and 175 in the first and second innings,
respectively, by Indian batters were a little
more than 19 runs behind the chase for the

World Meditation Day declared

TENT
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editation is a timeless element
M that connects the soul’s depth,

offering humanity a path to
mental peace, physical health, and
spiritual growth. Recognising
December 21 as World Meditation Day
honours this ancient practice and
symbolises global recognition of India’s
cultural heritage. In modern life, med-

Aussies in the second innings, winning this
test by 10 wickets. The coach, Gautam
Gambhir, has got no time to spare except
to bring in fresh changes to boost the
morale of the team, which is certainly too
low at the moment. The colour of the ball
shouldn’t make them blind by coming out
with lame excuses for their grand failure.
Skipper Rohit Sharma, by batting lower
down in this test, has signalled his poor
form. Except for N K Reddy, the other bat-
ters took a stroll to the wicket by spend-
ing more time at the pavilion.

Why did they drop Washington Sundar?
He has no clue. It's not good for Indian old
horses to rest on old laurels to continue
their guest appearances in the team. While
going by retaining them despite single-digit
scores on the board creates a serious doubt
about whether they have been retained to
promote their commercials in their ongo-
ing contract, The selection policy needs
more transparency, and there shouldn’t be
format-based selections. The head coach
must look for consistent performers by tak-
ing into account players like ‘Head’ to be

itation has evolved as a science for
holistic development, offering hope to
those grappling with stress and spiri-
tual unrest.
The winter solstice, marking the start
of Uttarayan in Indian tradition, is
especially sacred for meditation, as the
flow of energy in nature fosters spir-
itual awakening. Amid personal,
social, and economic challenges, med-
itation offers mental stability, reduces
stress, and enhances concentration
while alleviating disorders like anxi-
ety and depression. Its benefits extend
to physical health, stabilising blood
pressure, heart rate, and boosting
immunity. World Meditation Day,
endorsed by the UN, reflects India’s
cultural strength and influence.

R K Jain | Barwani

in our team rather than overlooking
young talents at this crucial phase of Indian
cricket. With 1 win each, the remaining
tests will be the test of time for the future
of Indian cricket.

A P Thiruvadi | Chennai

MORE SCHOOLS FOR RURAL AREAS
Madam — PM Modi’s Saturday-X post,
stating the Cabinet decision to open the 85
new Kendriya Vidyalayas and 28 Navodaya
Vidyalayas across the country and make
accessible school education maximal, is a
top-notch contribution. From the vantage
point of the present, it seems that, osten-
sibly, rural students are still under scruti-
ny over facilities as compared to urban.
There are far fewer schools, poorly quali-
fied teachers, and miserable schools,
grinding the little students’ study zeal
and future immeasurably. The govern-
ment must consolidate the correlation of
urban development with rural. Pull up
its socks to upgrade the situation of being
more adept.

Jakir Hussain | Kanpur
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BRAIN ROT IN
THE DIGITAL AGE

There is alarming cognitive decline linked to
overindulgence in mindless digital content

SAKSHI SETHI

n a world saturated with endless entertainment, constant noti-

fications and superficial distractions, the human brain faces

unprecedented challenges. The term brain rot refers to the per-
ceived decline in cognitive abilities or intellectual engagement due
to excessive consumption of mindless or unproductive content.
While it is colloquial and not a clinical diagnosis, it describes men-
tal fog, reduced attention span and diminished problem-solving abil-
ities often linked to prolonged screen time or low-value content.
Studies suggest that heavy screen usage can correlate with reduced
grey matter in the brain, which may impair critical thinking and mem-
ory, particularly among younger individuals.
It also contributes to mental health issues like anxiety and depres-
sion, driven by constant comparisons and exposure to idealised
online content. The rise of social media, streaming platforms and
short-form content has revolutionised how we consume informa-
tion and entertainment.
While these platforms offer unprecedented access to global knowl-
edge, they also foster habits of passive consumption. Endless
scrolling and binge-watching also lead to mental fatigue and reduced
attention spans, making it harder for individuals to engage with more
complex ideas or tasks. Brain rot can also stem from a lack of intel-
lectual stimulation. Activities that challenge the brain such as read-
ing, problem-solving, or engaging in creative pursuits are often side-
lined in favour of easier, low-effort distractions. Over time, this neglect
can lead to a decline in critical thinking, memory retention and prob-
lem-solving skills.

The modern lifestyle, characterised by high levels of stress and con-
stant multitasking, can contribute to cognitive decline. It is often
said that chronic stress impairs brain function, particularly in areas
responsible for memory and learning which creates a vicious cycle
where individuals turn to mindless activities to escape stress, fur-
ther exacerbating mental stagnation. Moreover, a sedentary
lifestyle, coupled with a diet lacking in nutrients essential for brain
function, can also lead to cognitive decline. In maintaining mental
clarity and overall brain health, physical exercise and a balanced
diet play crucial roles.
The effects of brain rot are far-reaching and can manifest in vari-
ous aspects of life. A lack of focus and motivation often results in
decreased efficiency and the inability to complete tasks effective-
ly. Overindulgence in passive entertainment stifles the ability to think
creatively or generate original ideas. The overuse of escapist media
can lead to a disconnect from real-world emotions and experiences,
fostering feelings of emptiness or dissatisfaction. Excessive reliance
on digital communication can impair interpersonal relationships and
the ability to engage in meaningful, face-to-face interactions.
Addressing brain rot requires a multifaceted approach that empha-
sises mindfulness, discipline and a commitment to personal growth.
Setting boundaries for screen time and being intentional about the
type of content consumed can help reduce the effects of brain rot.
By choosing educational or thought-provoking material over pas-
sive entertainment the mind can be stimulated; by prioritising phys-
ical health such as regular physical exercise, a balanced diet and
setting goals for personal and intellectual growth learning can help
foster mental resilience and creativity. They will also help reduce
stress and combat mental inertia.

(The writer is an educator; views are personal)

facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPioneer | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

Addressing Hindu

persecution in Bangladesh -

India must take decisive action to safeguard the persecuted and assert its role
as a defender of minority rights, cultural identity and regional stability

I o= T
he escalating persecution of
Hindu minorities in :

Bangladesh cloaked under :

the guise of political shifts :

and regime change, under- :
scores an alarming resurgence of com- :
munal violence. With reports of sys- :
tematic targeting and atrocities emerg- :
ing over months, the role of the current :
regime, reportedly influenced by :
Jamaat-e-Islami, demands scrutiny. :
India, as the world’s largest Hindu- :
majority nation and a protector of :
minority rights, cannot afford to stand !
as a passive observer.
Instead, it must respond with decisive :
and proactive measures to safeguard :
not only the Hindu minority in :
Bangladesh but also its own cultural :
and historical ethos. Reports of wide- :

B -INoUs TN

. tation as a microfinance pioneer
¢ lends him an aura of credibility,
i his alleged affiliations with anti-
¢ Hindu policies and his ties with
¢ external powers, including China
i and certain factions in the United
: States, raise concerns.

i These alignments have not only
i emboldened the regime but have
. also enabled it to criticise India
i under the pretext of democracy
i and human rights violations.
i This geopolitical manipulation,
i leveraging both soft power and
¢ hard alliances, directly challenges
¢ India’s sovereignty and its role as
i a regional stabiliser. India must

INDIA MUST

spread violence against Hindus in SUPPORT THE

Bangladesh reveal a pattern of calcu-

counter these narratives with
truth and assert its position as a
defender of minority rights. The
current crisis mirrors the chal-
lenges faced by India in 1971.

The liberation of Bangladesh
under Indira Gandhi was driven
by humanitarian and strategic
imperatives—protecting millions
of refugees and dismantling a
regime that perpetuated geno-
cide. Today, the targeting of
Hindus in Bangladesh represents
a similar humanitarian catastro-
phe and a strategic threat. India,

¢ home to the largest Hindu pop-

ulation in the world, bears a

i unique responsibility to safe-

guard its diaspora and kin. The
Narendra Modi government has
a historic opportunity to emulate
the bold decisions of 1971, reaf-
firming India’s role as a protector
of justice and a regional power-

A Strategic Path Forward
India’s response to the crisis must

i be multifaceted, encompassing

lated aggression. From desecration of EMERGENCE OF A
temples and destruction of property to ‘FAVOURABLE AND
orchestrated violence, these acts are not : :
isolated incidents but par%ﬁf a broad—f INCLUSIVE
er, systematic campaign. The roots of :
this antagonism can be traced back to : REGIME THAT :
the Great Bengal Partition of 1905 : CAN COUNTER
when radical elements sought to estab- :
lish an Islamic dominion in the region. : EXTREMI ST
Although temporarily disrupted by :
Bangladesh’s liberation in 1971, the : |DEO|—OG|ES :
vision of Darul-ul-Islam—a dominion THIS APPROACH
governed by Islamic law—has been : )i
rekindled. : WH”_E :
Under the current regime, these histor-
ical grievances have been weaponised : CONTROVERSlAL,
to erode Hindu culture and population. :
What makes the situation more alarm- : ALIGNS WlT,H
ing is the reported nexus between the : INDIA'S
Bangladeshi government, Pakistan’s : i house.
ISL, radical jihadi groups, and influen- : STRATEGIC AND
tial ideologues like Jamaat-e-Islami. :  H{JIMANITARIAN :
These forces seem united in their goal : :
of reshaping Bangladesh’s demograph- : |NTERESTS

ic and cultural landscape to align with :
extremist ideologies.
Mohammad Yunus and the Shadow of :
Global Influence
Central to this crisis is the controver- :
sial figure of Mohammad Yunus, a :
Nobel laureate who reportedly plays a :
significant role in the regime’s ideolog- !
ical alignment. While his global repu- :

aggression, diplomacy, and strate-

: gic recalibration.

¢ India’s security apparatus must
i transcend reactive measures. By
. identifying and dismantling

 rogue

elements within

: Bangladesh that orchestrate
i attacks on minorities, India can
¢ send a strong message. Targeted
- strikes, similar to Israel’s preci-

sion operations, could serve as a
deterrent and emphasise India’s
commitment to protecting its
Hindu diaspora. Bangladesh’s
economic reliance on India pro-
vides a powerful tool. By impos-
ing strategic trade sanctions and
mobilising international opin-
ion, India can isolate the current
regime, pressuring it to reconsid-
er its policies.

Efforts must also focus on high-
lighting the human rights abus-
es faced by minorities in
Bangladesh, garnering global
support for the cause. Long-term
stability in Bangladesh hinges on
a government that respects
minority rights and values demo-
cratic principles. India must sup-
port the emergence of a
favourable and inclusive regime
that can counter extremist ideolo-
gies. This approach, while contro-
versial, aligns with India’s strate-
gic and humanitarian interests.
A Dbolder proposition involves
addressing the demographic real-
ities of 1971 when Hindus com-
prised around 21 per cent of
Bangladesh’s  population.
Securing territories proportion-
al to this demographic could
provide a haven for minorities
while addressing historical injus-
tices. Such a solution would echo
the decisive territorial realign-
ments of 1947 and 1971, albeit
adapted to contemporary chal-
lenges.

The Hindu community world-
wide must unite against these
atrocities. India, with its popula-
tion of over one billion Hindus,
should lead by example, adopting
a robust stance to counter perse-
cution. Strengthened solidarity,
coupled with decisive govern-
ment action, can set a precedent
for minority protection globally.
Rebuilding Regional Stability
The crisis also necessitates a
reevaluation of India’s relation-
ship with Bangladesh. Despite
India’s pivotal role in Bangladesh’s

liberation, successive regimes
have displayed hostility and indif-
ference. This lack of gratitude
underscores the need for a recal-
ibration of India’s foreign policy
toward its neighbour. Through a
combination of economic, social,
diplomatic, and military strate-
gies, India must assert its domi-
nance in the region.

The message should be unequiv-
ocal: any violence against Hindus
or hostile actions will be met with
resolute action. Israel's unwa-
vering commitment to its sover-
eignty and people offers valuable
lessons for India. Despite being a
small nation, Israel has consis-
tently demonstrated the effective-
ness of decisive measures in safe-
guarding its citizens. India, with
its vast resources and geopoliti-
cal influence, must adopt similar
strategies to protect its minorities
and assert its regional leadership.
A Turning Point for IndiaThe
Bangladesh crisis represents more
than a regional issue; it is a
defining moment for India’s for-
eign policy and its identity as a
nation. By taking bold and proac-
tive measures, the Narendra Modi
government can reaffirm India’s
role as a defender of justice and
humanity.

Protecting Hindus in Bangladesh
is not just about addressing a
humanitarian crisis—it is about
asserting India’s sovereignty, pre-
serving its cultural identity, and
ensuring regional stability.
Instead of hoping for UNHRC
intervention, the Indian govern-
ment must rise to the occasion,
transforming the crisis into an
opportunity to redefine India’s
role in South Asia. With decisive
action, India can prevent histo-
ry from repeating itself, ensuring
that justice prevails and that the
legacy of protecting minorities
endures.

(The writer is prominent colum-
nist and Public Policy Expert; the
views expressed are personal)

"T'he imperative of continuous learning in India’s Al-driven future
The rapid growth of Al, has intensified the demand for skilled professionals. Yet, a stark talent gap threatens this progress

echnology has become

an integral part of our

daily lives and work, mak-
ing continuous learning essen-
tial to stay relevant. The rapid
adoption of automation and
advanced digital technologies,
such as artificial intelligence
(AI), is not just transforming
industries but also reshaping the
skills employers expect from
their workforce. By 2027, it is
projected that 80 per cent of
engineering roles will require
employees to undergo training
and development to meet the
changing demands brought
about by AI advancements,
according to Gartner.
In India, the demand for skilled
professionals in technology-dri-
ven fields, especially AL is grow-
ing significantly. Reports by
BCG and NASS

SUMIT SHUKLA

COM indicate that the Al mar-
ket in the country could grow to
$17 billion by 2027, with an
annual growth rate of 25-35 per
cent. However, this growth is
accompanied by a stark short-
age of experts in advanced tech-
nologies. NASSCOM estimates
that over a million skilled engi-
neers specialising in Al and
related technologies will be

needed in the coming years.
Alarmingly; the talent gap could
rise from 25 per cent to nearly
30 per cent by 2028, emphasis-
ing the critical need for skill
development among both new
graduates and experienced pro-
fessionals.

One significant challenge is the
disconnect between formal edu-
cation and the practical skills
required in the job market.
Every year, approximately 1.5
million engineering graduates
enter the workforce in India, yet
only a fraction secure jobs
aligned with their field of study.
This mismatch is not due to a
lack of opportunities but stems
from the gap between the the-
oretical knowledge imparted in
academic institutions and the
hands-on skills sought by
employers. Beyond technical

expertise, companies now pri-
oritise candidates with interper-
sonal skills and emotional intel-
ligence, essential for thriving in
collaborative and dynamic work
environments.

The India Skills Report 2024
highlights this concern, noting
that while some states, such as
Telangana, have made strides in
job preparedness among the 18
to 21 age group, critical skill gaps
persist. For roles reliant on Al
and emerging technologies, the
gap ranges from 60 per cent to
73 per cent. These statistics
underscore the urgent need for
educational institutions to
revamp their curricula to better
align with industry demands.
Updating academic pro-
grammes is vital to bridging this
gap. Universities and colleges
must incorporate industry

Sy !
trends and practical learning
experiences into their courses.
Today’s workforce needs to
think critically across disci-
plines and understand the
broader implications of technol-
ogy on economic, social, and
cultural contexts. Flexible and
continuous education plays a
pivotal role in closing the divide
between academic knowledge
and the realities of the job mar-
ket.

Digital learning platforms offer
a promising solution in this con-
text. With over 50 per cent of
Indians actively using the inter-
net, online education provides
accessible opportunities to
acquire new skills. Edtech plat-
forms specialising in skill
enhancement allow individuals
to enroll in tailored courses and
programmes, preparing them
for rapidly evolving job land-
scapes.

The benefits of continuous
learning extend beyond career
advancement. Employees who
are adaptable and committed to
enhancing their knowledge con-
tribute to organisational innova-
tion and help businesses navi-
gate shifting market dynamics.
For instance, as Al becomes
more integrated across indus-
tries, the demand for experts in

these technologies will contin-
ue to rise. Forward-thinking
companies are already investing
in employee training programs
to stay competitive and ensure
their teams are equipped to han-
dle emerging challenges.

Despite these efforts, many tra-
ditional educational institutions
struggle to meet industry needs.
Relying heavily on lecture-based
teaching, these institutions often
focus on theoretical knowledge
at the expense of practical skills.
Students have limited access to
industry-standard equipment
or opportunities for hands-on
problem-solving, leaving them
ill-prepared for the workforce.
Integrating real-world applica-
tions into academic learning
bridges the gap between theo-
retical instruction and practical
expertise, ensuring graduates are

ready to meet employer expec-
tations. Upskilling is not just
about addressing current defi-
ciencies—it involves cultivating
a mindset of continuous
improvement. In a world where
industries evolve rapidly and the
shelf life of skills is shrinking,
professionals must adapt to new
technologies and methodologies
quickly. Skills once considered
indispensable can become obso-
lete within a few years, making
the ability to learn and relearn
critical for success in today’s pro-
fessional environment. For indi-
viduals and organisations alike,
embracing continuous educa-
tion is a strategic move to nav-
igate the present and excel in the
tuture.
(The writer is CEO at
Scholars Merit, views
are personal)
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PSB loan write off in H1
FY25 at Rs 42,000 cr

' ublic sector banks have written off loans worth Rs
P42,000 crore in the first six months of the current fiscal,
Parliament was informed on Monday. State Bank of

India (SBI) wrote off loans worth Rs 8,312 crore, Punjab
National Bank (Rs 8,061 crore), Union Bank of India (Rs
6,344 crore) and Bank of Baroda (Rs 5,925 crore) during the
April-September period. "Such write-off does not result in
waiver of liabilities of borrowers and therefore, it does not
benefit the borrower. The borrowers continue to be liable for
repayment and banks continue to pursue recovery actions
initiated in these accounts through various recovery
mechanisms available to them," Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary said. The loans written off by public
sector banks during April-September of the current fiscal
stood at Rs 42,035 crore, while recovery of Rs 37,253 crore
was made.

Gautam Solar seeks patent
for defect detection system

' autam Solar on Monday said it has sought patent for
Gits artificial intelligence (Al)-based system to detect

defects in solar panels. This innovative solution
integrates advanced imaging and Al technologies to enhance
the efficiency and precision of defect detection in photovoltaic
cells, setting a new benchmark in the solar industry. The
system includes 100 per cent EL Testing, incorporating both
pre and post-production stages with Al-assisted analysis.
"This Al-powered defect detection system will transform quality
control in the solar manufacturing process, ensuring greater
reliability and performance for Technically Advanced
ModulesTM while reducing production inefficiencies,” Gautam
Mohanka, Director of Gautam Solar, said.

T ——

Vedanta to invest
Rs 1 lakh cr in Rajasthan

' edanta Group will invest Rs 1 lakh crore in Rajasthan over

Vnext 2-3 years to enhance production capacity of its
companies in the state which will create additional 1 lakh

employment, a top official of the conglomerate said on
Monday. Vedanta Group Chairman Anil Agarwal in an interview
to PTl also said that the group firm Hindustan Zinc is
producing 1 million tonne zinc at present which the company
plans to double to 2 million tonne. "It also makes 800 kilogram
silver, which we are going to double to 1.6 tonne. Our all group
companies will operate entirely on renewables. We will produce
3 lakh barrel oil and gas. This will lead to Rs 1 lakh crore
investment," Agarwal said

Air India places order to purchase 100 more Airbus aircraft

PNS B MUMBAI
350.
Private carrier Air India on
Monday announced placing an
order to purchase 100 more Airbus
aircraft, comprising 10 wide-body
A350 and 90 narrow-body A320
family aircraft including A321neo.
These 100 new aircraft are in
addition to the orders of 470 air-
craft that Air India had placed
with Airbus and Boeing last year,
Air India said in a statement.
The airline also announced it
has tied up with Airbus for com-
ponent and maintenance support
for its A350 fleet.
The latest order takes the total
number of aircraft that Air India

ordered with Airbus from 250 to

Pixxel to speed
up deploying its
satellite
constellation

PNS B NEW DELHI

Bengaluru-based space start-up
Pixxel on Monday announced
it has raised USD 24 million in
additional funding as part of
the Series B round, which
would allow them to deploy
more spacecraft for its unique
hyperspectral satellite constel-
lation.

With the latest round of
funding, Pixxel has raised a
total of USD 60 million in
Series B funding and USD 95
million across all funding
rounds, making it the highest-
funded space-tech start-ups in
the country.

"The new infusion of capital
will help us launch more satel-
lites quicker, transforming how
humanity understands and
acts on the challenges of our
time," Awais Ahmed, founder
and CEO Pixxel said in a state-
ment. Pixxel is preparing to
launch six hyper-spectral imag-
ing satellites -- Fireflies -- with
five-metre native resolution
from 550 km altitude and
more than 150 wavelengths of
light. The first batch of six satel-
lites have already been shipped
from Pixxel's headquarters in
Bengaluru to the launch site for
deployment early next year.

PNS B NEW DELHI

Senior officials of India and
Australia have reviewed the
progress of talks on the pro-
posed free trade agreement
between the two countries,
the commerce ministry said
on Monday.

The two countries had
implemented an interim
trade pact in December
2022 and now they are
negotiating to widen the
scope of the pact for a
Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement
(CECA).

"The three-day stocktake
visit for the India-Australia
CECA concluded in New
Delhi on December 6," the
ministry said.

The stocktake discussions
covered several critical areas
of the agreement, including
trade in goods, services,
mobility, agri-tech cooper-
ation, and more.

"The discussions also cen-
tered on market access
modalities that align with
India's food security objec-
tives," it said.

Both parties evaluated the
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India, Australia review
progress of FTA talks

The two countries had implemented an interim
trade pact in December 2022 and now they are
negotiating to widen the scope of the pact fora
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
Agreement (CECA)

progress made so far and
outlined a path forward for
the early conclusion of the
CECA.

The Indian delegation was
headed by Additional
Secretary and Chief
Negotiator, Department of
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Hiring in I'l’ sector

to witness 15-20
orowth in jobs

Commerce, Rajesh Agrawal,
and the Australian delega-
tion was headed by First
Assistant Secretary and
Chief Negotiator,
Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade Ravi
Kewalram.

PNS B MUMBAI

The IT sector, which is on the
path of recovery, is expected to
witness 15-20 per cent growth
in job opportunities across
various industries in 2025, tal-
ent solutions company NLB
Services said on Monday.

The IT industry has gained
back momentum in H2 2024
and is gearing up for a promis-
ing 2025 on multiple fronts,
said NLB Services.

In the coming year, fresher
hiring in the Indian IT sector
is poised for significant growth,
with an anticipated increase of
15-20 per cent in job opportu-
nities across various indus-
tries, it added.

At the same time, the
demand for highly specialised
tech roles, including artificial
intelligence, machine learning
(ML), data analytics, and cloud
technologies, is expected to
surge by 30-35 per cent, driven
by the increasing reliance on
emerging technologies, it said.

This surge in demand is not
limited to hiring but extends to
a strategic focus on tech
upskilling, with companies

investing heavily in training
initiatives to equip their work-
force with the necessary skills
to meet the evolving technolog-
ical landscape, the company
noted.

NLB Services' analysis is
based on the brand's view of
the macro ecosystem, industry
trends, and demand.

Further, the company stated
that campus hiring remains
the core focus for larger com-
panies that are looking to hire
aggressively for the second half
of 2024-25.

Since the 2021-22, global
economic slowdown, clients
have curtailed their discre-
tionary spending due to on-
demand hiring patterns and
global macroeconomic chal-
lenges, this has impacted the
project pipeline however, it is
expected to stabilise in 2025,
thus promising hopes for fresh-
ers, it said.

IT fresher hiring in 2025, is
projected to increase with high
demand for roles in artificial
intelligence (AI), machine
learning (ML), data analytics,
Python, cloud technologies,
and cybersecurity.

"Tata Motors, Kia India
to hike vehicle prices

PNS B NEW DELHI

Tata Motors and Kia India on
Monday announced plans to
hike vehicle prices from
January to offset the impact of
rising input costs.

Tata Motors said it will hike
the price of its passenger vehi-
cle portfolio, including electric
vehicles, by up
to 3 per cent
from January
next year.

The price
hike is being
undertaken to
partially off-
set the rise in
input costs and inflation, the
Mumbai-based auto major
said in a statement.

"Effective January 2025, the
price increase will vary
depending on model and vari-
ant," it added.

Tata Motors sells a range of
passenger vehicle models
ranging from Tiago hatch-
back to SUVs Harrier and
Safari.

Kia India, which sells mod-
els like Seltos and Sonet, said
it will increase prices of its
entire model range by 2 per
cent from January.

The price hike, effective
from January 1, 2025, is pri-
marily due to rising com-
modity prices and escalating
supply chain-related costs, the
automaker
said in a state-
ment.

Kia India
Senior Vice
President -
Sales  and
Marketing -
Hardeep Singh
Brar said the company is com-
mitted to delivering techno-
logically advanced vehicles of
the highest quality to cus-
tomers.

"However, due to the persis-
tent rise in commodity prices,
unfavourable exchange rates,
and increased input costs, a
necessary price adjustment
has become unavoidable,” he
added.

Gold declines Rs 190 to Rs 78,960/10g

SILVER CLIMBS RS 350

PNS B NEW DELHI

Gold prices declined Rs 190 to
Rs 78,960 per 10 grams in the
national capital on Monday,
according to the All India
Sarafa Association.

The precious metal of 99.9
per cent purity settled at Rs
79,150 per 10 grams on Friday.

However, silver climbed Rs
350 to Rs 93,850 per kg on
Monday. The metal had ended
at Rs 93,500 per kg in the pre-
vious session.

Price of gold of 99.5 per cent
purity slipped Rs 190 to Rs
78,560 per 10 grams. On
Friday, the yellow metal closed
at Rs 78,750 per 10 grams.

Meanwhile, in futures trade
on the MCX, gold contracts
for February delivery jumped
Rs 410 or 0.54 per cent to Rs
77,029 per 10 grams.

"Gold prices surged on
MCX, as geopolitical turmoil
reignited safe-haven demand.
Rebel forces ousted Syria's
President Bashar al-Assad,
with reports of Israeli involve-

ment in Syrian territory and
Turkey-backed rebel activity
escalating tensions.

"Meanwhile, South Korea's
leadership crisis, involving
President Yoon Suk Yeol's
criminal investigation and
impeachment survival, added
to global uncertainty," Jateen
Trivedi, VP Research Analyst
of Commodity and Currency
at LKP Securities, said.

Silver contracts for March
delivery advanced Rs 738 or
0.8 per cent to Rs 93,186 per
kg on the bourse.

In the overseas markets,
Comex gold futures rose USD
14.10 per ounce or 0.53 per
cent to USD 2,673.70 per
ounce.

"Gold edged higher in the
European trading session on
Monday, as sentiment was
boosted by the expectation of
a major announcement from
China, which will enhance
the outlook for overall
demand,” Saumil Gandhi,
Senior Analyst of
Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said.

LIC aims to enrol
1 lakh Bima Sakhi
in 12 months

PNS B PANIPAT

State-owned Life Insurance
Corporation on Monday said
it is targeting to enrol 1 lakh
Bima Sakhi in the next 12
months as part of its women
empowerment drive.

Speaking about the scheme
launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi here, LIC MD
and CEO Siddharth Mohanty
said the insurer will spend up
to Rs 840 crore towards stipend
in the enrolment done.

"Bima Sakhi is expected to
garner new business of five
times of our spending. So we
are hoping that they can bring
Rs 4,000 crore new business in
the first year," he said. The
stipend for the first year would
be Rs 7,000 per month, Rs
6,000 per month next year and
Rs 5,000 per month in the third
year. Mohanty said that Bima
Sakhi will help in taking LIC to
under-penetrated areas. Going
forward, there is a plan of
appointing one Bima Sakhi in
every Gram Panchayat.

Sensex falls 200 pts due to selling
in FMCG, PSU bank shares

PNS B MUMBAI

Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty ended lower
on Monday, dragged down by
selling in blue-chip stocks
Reliance Industries, Hindustan
Unilever, Axis Bank amid
mixed global trends.

After oscillating between
highs and lows during the
day, the 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 200.66 points or 0.25
per cent to settle at 81,508.46.
During the day, it moved
between a high of 81,783.28
and a low of 81,411.55.

The NSE Nifty dropped
58.80 points or 0.24 per cent to
close at 24,619.

From the 30-share pack,
Hindustan Unilever, Tata
Motors, Axis Bank, Nestle
India, Asian Paints, ITC,
Reliance Industries, Mahindra
& Mahindra, IndusInd Bank
and State Bank of India were
among the laggards.

Larsen & Toubro, Tata Steel,

JSW Steel, HDFC Bank, Adani
Ports, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Bharti Airtel and PowerGrid
were among the gainers.

"Markets witnessed a range-
bound session and mostly lan-
guished in negative territory
due to lack of investors' enthu-
siasm after last week's rally,"
said Prashanth Tapse, Senior
VP (Research), Mehta Equities
Ltd.

The BSE smallcap gauge
climbed 0.46 per cent and
midcap index gained 0.32 per
cent.

CEAT shares
rally over 10 pc

PNS B NEW DELHI

Shares of tyre maker CEAT
rallied over 10 per cent on
Monday after the RPG Group
firm entered into a definitive
agreement with Michelin to
acquire Camso brand’s Off-
highway Tyres and tracks
business for about Rs 1,905
crore. On the BSE, the stock of
the company soared 10.10 per
cent to finish at Rs 3,404.45
apiece. On the NSE, it climbed
7.54 per cent to end at Rs
3,329 per piece. In the intraday
trade, CEAT’s shares advanced
16 per cent to hit a 52-week
high of Rs 3,581.45 and Rs
3,578.80, on the BSE and NSE,
respectively. In terms of
volume, 55.55 lakh equity
shares of CEAT were traded on
the National Stock Exchange.

Retail inflation
for farm, rural
workers eases

PNS B NEW DELHI

Retail inflation for farm
workers and rural labourers
eased to 5.96 per cent and
6 per cent, respectively, in
October from 6.36 per cent
and 6.39 per cent in
September.

The All-India Consumer
Price Index for Agricultural
Labourers (CPI-AL) and
Rural Labourers (CPI-RL)
registered an increase of 11
points and 10 points,
respectively, in October
2024, reaching levels of
1,315 and 1,326, a labour
ministry statement said.

According to the state-
ment, the CPI-AL and CPI-
RL were at 1,304 points and
1,316 points, respectively, in
September 2024.

"The year-on-year infla-
tion rates based on CPI-AL
and CPI-RL for October
2024 were recorded at
5.96% and 6.0%”

The order placed in 2023 for 250
planes comprised 40 A350 and 210
A320 family aircraft.

Air India in February 2023
announced that it would place an
order for 470 aircraft, with an
additional 370 options.

This was confirmed in June
2023, with the order comprising 40
Airbus A350s, 20 Boeing 787s
and 10 Boeing 777-9s wide-body
aircraft, as well as 210 Airbus
A320/321 Neos and 190 Boeing
737 MAX single-aisle aircraft.

However, in December last year,
the airline rejigged this order with
140 neo planes and 70 A320neo, as
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India.

against the earlier order of 140
A320neo and 70 A321 neo aircraft.
Besides, it also reshuffled its
A350 order with 20 A350-900s and
20 A350-1000s as against six
A350-900 and 34 A350-1000s
ordered in February 2023.

"With India's passenger growth
outpacing the rest of the world, its
significantly improving infrastruc-
ture and an aspirational young
population increasingly going
global,
India to expand its future fleet
beyond the firm orders of the 470
aircraft placed last year," said
Natarajan Chandra sekaran,
Chairman, Tata Sons and Air

we see a clear case for Air

Sebi warns investors
against trading in
unlisted securities

PNS B NEW DELHI

Markets regulator Sebi on
Monday warned investors
against conducting transac-
tions in securities of unlisted
public limited companies on
unauthorised electronic plat-
forms and websites.

The markets watchdog high-
lighted that such activities vio-
late the Securities Contracts
(Regulation) Act, 1956, and
the SEBI Act, 1992, both aimed
at safeguarding the interests of
investors in the securities mar-
ket. In its statement, Sebi noted
that some electronic platforms
are facilitating the trading of
unlisted securities without
proper authorisation.

Cautioning investors, the
regulator asked them "not to

conduct any transactions on
such electronic platforms or
share any sensitive personal
details on the same as these
platforms are neither authorised
nor recognised by Sebi".

This cautionary statement
came following a similar warn-
ings from the regulator regard-
ing unauthorised virtual trad-
ing platforms, paper trading,
fantasy games, and platforms
offering unlisted debt securities.
In the latest release, Sebi
emphasised that only recog-
nised stock exchanges are
authorised to provide platforms
for fundraising and trading
securities of listed or "to-be-list-
ed" companies.

The list of Sebi-recognised
stock exchanges is available on
the regulator’s official website.
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Shades of gray

Aditi Govitrikar’s hunt for
complexity in her roles

TEJAL SINHA
tejal.sinha30@gmail.com

rom the runway to the silver

screen, Aditi Govitrikar has

made an indelible mark on

the Indian entertainment

industry. With her stun-

ning looks, captivating on-
screen presence and tireless work
ethic, she is a name synonymous with
talent, beauty and dedication. With a
filmography that boasts an impressive
array of roles, she has solidified her
position as a powerhouse in the Indian
entertainment industry. From her early
days as a model to her current status
as a versatile actress, Aditi has consis-
tently pushed boundaries and defied
expectations.

A renowned actress and model, she
has been an integral part of the popu-
lar web series Mismatched. As the show
gears up for its third season, we caught
up with her to talk about her experience,
her character’s development and what
audiences can expect from the upcom-
ing season. For people who think this
is her much-awaited comeback, Ah Ah!
She’s actively been involved in multiple
works.

Looking back on her association
with Mismatched, she expressed her
happiness with the way the show has
progressed.

When asked about what drew her
to the project initially, the De
Dana Dan actress cited the & &8
show’s modern and relatable &
storyline. “The story was 4 3%

Thyrocare, has released a comprehensive research
report uncovering critical insights into the prevalence
of diabetes and prediabetes across India. The study,
which analysed HbA1c test results from a staggering

In a career spanning
multiple seasons and
roles, Aditi Govitrikar
has established herself
as a powerhouse in the
Indian entertainment
industry. In an
exclusive conversation
with The Pioneer, Aditi
opens up about her
experiences, the
upcoming season of
Mismatched, her
passion for complex
characters and what’s
next for this talented
actress

very modern,” she said. “It was about
what’s happening today”” She also praised
the show’s creator, noting that they have
been “tremendous” since season one.

For the universe, she plays the char-
acter of none other than Rishi’s moth-
er. As for her character’s development
in season three, the Thammudu actress
hinted that audiences can expect to see
her character grow and evolve. “My
character is pretty much a steady drop.
There is no ‘oh my god’ kind of trajec-
tory, unfortunately” However, she
expressed hope that her character’s sto-
ryline would become more complex in
future seasons.

The Soch actress also spoke about how
her own life experiences as a woman and
mother influence her approach to her
role. “I think what was interesting was
that, in this also, the mother is very sup-
portive of the children,” she said, high-
lighting the importance of supportive
parenting.

When asked about the central themes
and messages of season three, Govitrikar
emphasized the show’s focus on relation-
ships, identity and family. “It’s about how
relationships evolve over time. What are
the issues? What are the joys? What are
the bondings that happen between two
people in our group?” She noted that the
show tackles complex issues in a relat-
able and realistic way.

Going ahead, she touched on the
show’s ability to tackle different issues
with each season. “It’s not the same
thing as season one,” she said. “There
are more complex issues coming up.”
Aditi praised the show’s creators for
their willingness to take on tough top-
ics and explore the complexities of
human relationships.

Apart from her acting career, Aditi has
also been actively involved in the
Marvelous Mrs India, a pageant that
aims to empower married women. In
this interview, Aditi shares her thoughts
on Marvelous Mrs India, her philan-
thropic works and her upcoming
projects.

Her passion for the Marvelous Mrs
India is evident as she talks about the
pageant’s mission to give married
women a platform to rediscover
themselves. “The fact that they go out
of the pageant gives a lot more con-
fidence in themselves... because there
is disease and all those are required;
| its essential” she explains. Aditi
believes that married women often lose
their identity after getting married or

having kids, and Marvelous Mrs India
provides them with an opportunity to
reclaim their individuality.

As for her philanthropic works, Aditi is
m committed to using her platform to
_y make a positive impact. While she didn’t
delve into specifics, it’s clear that giving
back to the community is an essential part
of her values.

In terms of her acting career, Aditi
admits to being choosy about the pro-
jects she takes on. “I've got a few offers
that are fine,” she says, “but I don’t
want to create any controversy.
Aditi is looking for roles that chal-
lenge her as an actress, particu-
larly those with complex char-

acters. “Mundane roles are
easy to play. But if there are
shades of gray or even
black, thats somebody
who is eager, a manip-
ulator, or a negative
character—that’s
very, very interest-

ing to play”
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Tattoos over taboos
Ink-volution being the

new era of self-expression

PNS|HYDERABAD

he tattoo industry in India is

undergoing a remarkable

transformation, driven by shift-

ing perceptions and a surge in

demand, particularly among
younger generations. While the precise
market value remains elusive, global
projections indicate that the tattoo mar-
ket could surpass $3.93 billion by 2030,
with India emerging as one of the fastest-
growing regions in this space.

Today, they symbolise more than
rebellion or personal identity; they serve
as vessels for personal stories, cultural
legacies and cutting-edge artistic innova-
tion. As we look toward 2025, the tattoo
landscape is poised to fuse tradition with
experimentation, ushering in an era of
exciting transformation.

Tattoos—a combination of art and
pain, deeply embedded with meaning. But
why do people endure the discomfort of
the tattooing process? “The pain is cer-
tainly discomforting, but it’s that very sen-
sation of earning the mark that drives peo-
ple to seek more;” says Vikas Malani, a vet-
eran celebrity tattoo artist and founder of
BodyCanvas Tattoos. “The permanent ink
is a commitment to memories, passions
and beliefs. It's a reminder that life is a
journey, punctuated by meaningful mile-
stones. The slight discomfort of the
process becomes a symbol—reminding
us that beauty often arises from challenge.
Its a test of courage and self-confi-
dence”

In recent years, the tattoo industry has
experienced rapid growth, particularly in
cities such as Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore
and Hyderabad. Vicky Rao, CEO of
Naksh Tattoos in A.S Rao Nagar and other
locations in Hyderabad, explains, “While
some tattoo artists are embracing digital
tools like iPads to create intricate designs,
many still rely on pre-existing patterns
from platforms like Pinterest. However,
a growing group of artists is creating orig-
inal, personalised tattoos by hand,
demonstrating a significant shift toward
custom designs. We already conducted a
free workshop for awareness and are also
planning a tattoo convention in
Hyderabad soon to give people the
opportunity to explore trends and the
nuances of the tattoo industry”

‘While minimalism once dominated,
this trend has faded, with fewer clients
opting for simple, understated designs. An
emerging trend in the industry is the
growing interest in hyper-realistic tattoos,
which employ shading and negative
space to create lifelike images. “These tat-
toos are often confused with 3D tattoos,
but they actually use techniques like real-
ism and hyper-realism to generate a three-

From inked stories
to cultural
revolutions, India’s
tattoo scene is
morphing into a

global canvas,
blending tradition
with innovation as it
redefines self-
expression in 2025

dimensional effect on the skin. Artists use
varying shades of dark ink and carefully
applied color to create depth and dimen-
sion, pushing the boundaries of tradition-
al tattoo artistry;” cautions Vicky.

In cities like Delhi and Bangalore, tat-
too conventions have proven successful
in raising awareness and promoting the
art form. While Hyderabad has yet to host
a similar event, there is hope that in the
coming years, such conventions will
help raise awareness and establish high-
er professional standards within the city.

Meanwhile, Trisha Ganguly, 32, a cor-
porate worker in Gachibowli, found
solace in Buddhism amidst the challenges
of the pandemic. Recently, she adorned
herself with a tattoo of the “lotus flower,”
representing purity and enlightenment,
as it emerges from muddy waters to
bloom into a beautiful flower. She says,
“I was never really into tattooing but
recently I decided to give it a try.  hon-
estly loved the experience right from sit-
ting with the tattoo artist discuss the
design to finally getting inked and feel-
ing the meditative power.”

Amid the rise of minimalist and aes-
thetic tattoos, Sak Yant stands out for its
spiritual and cultural depth. Award-win-
ning tattoo artist Prashant Yaduvanshi,
Founder of Shaman Ink, shares,
“Originating in Thailand, these sacred
designs are traditionally created by monks
and imbued with protective blessings.
Featuring intricate geometric patterns and
ancient symbols, Sak Yant tattoos carry
a profound sense of purpose” As mind-
fulness and spirituality gain prominence,
Sak Yant is resonating with a new gener-
ation of seekers.

In addition, the evolution of cover-
up tattoos has marked a significant
shift in tattoo artistry, moving away
from the traditional, heavy-handed
approach of concealing old designs

with bold, dark patches.

Prashant Yaduvanshi has unlocked an
innovative approach to tattooing over old
designs without resorting to the typical
cover-up methods. Rather than using dark
patches to mask existing ink, he employs
lighter hues, crafting new, seamless works
of art that blend effortlessly with the skin.
“The trust my clients place in me is some-
thing I hold with great responsibility.
Their reactions to the transformed designs
are the most rewarding part of my work.
Many come to me feeling trapped by tat-
toos they no longer connect with, believ-
ing their only option is to live with them.
But when they see their old tattoos
reimagined into something fresh and
beautitul, their joy and surprise are the
greatest affirmations of my craft”

Artists are increasingly embracing
diversity and exploring new avenues.
Take, for instance, Hyderabad-based
freelance tattoo artist Alamdar Ajju, who
is gaining recognition for his work in
Dubai. Reflecting on emerging design
trends, he says, “In 2025, Japanese-style
tattoos are poised for a global renaissance,
reflecting a growing fascination with their
aesthetic depth, cultural resonance, and
historical significance. Known for their
intricate designs and profound symbol-
ism, Japanese tattoos have evolved far
beyond their traditional roots. The hall-
mark of Japanese tattoos—whether it’s the
majestic dragon, the graceful koi fish, or
the vibrant cherry blossoms—is their
meticulous attention to detail and their
ability to tell a story through imagery,
often invoking themes of strength, per-
severance, and spirituality”

Tattoos, like many forms of self-
expression, reflect the social class and cul-
tural influences of the individuals who
choose them. In Hyderabad, Bunty Bugs
of Stud-in Tattoos, which operates in both
Hyderabad and Vijayawada, comments,
“For the masses, tattoos inspired by film
stars have gained significant popularity,
with tattoos from Prabhas’ movie Salaar
showing a sharp rise. These tattoos sym-
bolize fandom and personal connection
to celebrity culture. Among the middle
class, face tattoos are gaining traction,
marking a shift towards bolder, more vis-
ible expressions of identity. Meanwhile,
wealthier individuals tend to opt for tat-
toos that reflect their beliefs, such as reli-
gious or spiritual symbols, often featur-
ing gods”

In addition, young people, particular-
ly women, are embracing more abstract
or personal symbols like angel numbers,
which are believed to carry meaningful
guidance. This diverse range of tattoo
choices underscores how body art con-
tinues to evolve, influenced by personal
values, societal trends and the ongoing
quest for self-expression.

DISTURBING TRENDS IN PREDIABETES & DIABETES

High
prevalence
across
regions

Odisha reported
the highest
prevalence of
both prediabetes
and diabetes,
while Jammu &
Kashmir
recorded the
lowest levels.
This underscores
the need for the
implementation
of region-specific
health programs
to tackle the
disparity.

Socioecono-
mic and
healthcare
challenges

The study warns
of a severe strain
on India’s
healthcare
infrastructure and
individual
finances,
advocating for
regular screening
and awareness
campaigns to
mitigate the
impact of
undiagnosed
Cases.

Dietary patterns
and diabetes

The study revealed a
striking correlation
between dietary habits
and diabetes
prevalence. States with
higher rice
consumption showed a
greater incidence of
diabetes and
prediabetes, while
states with
predominantly wheat-
based diets
demonstrated lower
prevalence rates,
highlighting the role of
diet in managing
disease risk.

Screening
insights and
policy
implications

By leveraging HbA1c—
a stable and reliable
marker for long-term
glucose monitoring—
the research highlights
the importance of
routine testing. The
findings urge
policymakers to
implement targeted
preventive measures in
high-burden regions,
emphasizing lifestyle
modifications and
public health education.

Gender and age trends

m Males had a significantly
higher diabetes prevalence
(30.84%) compared to
females (23.51%).

W Prediabetes prevalence
remained relatively
balanced between genders.

B The data shows the highest
diabetic burden in 65+ individuals,
with worrying trends showing
increasing prevalence in the
economically active age group of
36-65 years. Young adults
between 18-35 years show higher
prevalence of prediabetes than
diabetes, indicating a high
potential to develop the disease.

1,966,449

adults nationwide undergoing a routine health check up,
highlights alarming trends and regional disparities in the
incidence of the disease. Key findings indicate that

of the tested population exhibited abnormal blood
glucose levels, with

identified as prediabetic and

as diabetics. These statistics emphasise the growing
burden of this metabolic disorder, positioning diabetes as
a “pandemic in the making” and calling for urgent action.
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@ Lavina Sachdev and Vishal Sachdev .~

Renowned interior designer
Lavina Sachdev celebrated
her 40th birthday in style,
surrounded by loved ones
at an intimate gathering.
The joyous occasion was

marked by vibrant
decorations, a custom cake,
and a night filled with
laughter.

Telangana Handloom Textiles and Endowment Principal Secretary Shailaja
Ramaiyar inaugurated the Indian Silk Gallery exhibition at Sathya Sai

Nigamagam in Srinagar Colony, showcasing the finest handloom products

% from across the country. The exhibition, which will run until December 15,

.1 | features 80 stalls displaying rare sarees and aims to promote the development

of Telangana handloom weavers by providing them with a platform to market

their products at the national and international levels.

| PARTY [

[ Taruni mesmerised Hyderabad with an exclusive fashion show
at Nexus, showcasing its finest collections of Indian ethnic
wear. The event took guests on a visual journey through the
rich and vibrant world of traditional Indian clothing, featuring
intricate lehengas, sarees, anarkalis and festive ensembles
that seamlessly blend heritage with modern elegance.

LK GALLERY

arabad Sarees Liteay
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Rajendra Prasad’s shady
remarks on Allu Arjun

Senior actor Rajendra Prasad has acted in numerous notable films as a lead
actor over the past 48 years. During a latest event of his upcoming film, he
remarked that nowadays, even a red sandalwood thief can become a hero,

making an indirect reference to Pushpa 2. Additionally, he commented on 3
the recent ticket price hike, which also appears to target the same film

SURESH KAVIRAYANI
sureshkavirayani@gmail.com

enijor actor Rajendra Prasad’s

web series, Harikatha:

Sambhavami Yuge Yuge, is set

to stream on Disney Hotstar

from December 13. At a pro-

motional event for the series,

Rajendra Prasad made some remarks

that indirectly targeted Allu Arjun
and his film Pushpa.

Rajendra Prasad reflected on his

saying, “It’s not a joke to work in this
industry for so long” He expressed his
gratitude for the opportunities he has
received and acknowledged that he
has been fortunate to work on many
good projects.

The actor emphasised that he has
played the lead role in many films,
including Aa Naluguru, Senapathi,
Ladies Tailer, Appula Appa Rao,
Pekata Paparao and April I Vidudala.
He noted that these characters were
inspired by society and his sur-

Pushpa, Rajendra Prasad said, “You
are all seeing, recently a red sandal-
wood thief has become a hero” He
added, “But I am lucky that I was a
different kind of hero.”

Rajendra Prasad also commented
on the recent ticket price hike, which
is believed to be related to Pushpa 2.
He said, “You don’t need to pay Rs
1000 to watch this web series; you can
watch it at your home?”

The senior actor acknowledged
that the film industry is undergoing

digital platforms. "Now, the theater is
coming to every home," he said. "The
content should be strong, and we are
presenting such strong content in this
Harikatha."

Rajendra Prasad has acted with
five generations of actors through-
out his 48-year-long career. He list-
ed some of the notable actors he has
worked with, including NTR, ANR,
Krishna, Sobhan Babu, Chiranjeevi,
Mahesh Babu, Jr NTR and Allu
Arjun.

Maggie for coming up with the web
series Harikatha. He noted that some
scenes in the series have drawn com-
parisons to late NTR’s mythological
roles.

Rajendra Prasad plays the role of
Rangachari in Harikatha, a charac-
ter who tells Harikathas and chants
the name of Hari throughout his life.
The web series is produced by
Peoples Media Factory and features
a talented cast, including Sriram,
Divi, Pujitha Ponnada and Mounika

48-year career in the film industry, roundings. In an indirect reference to ~ a significant change, with the rise of

ANKITH KOYYA
TAKES LEAD
IN 74 DAYS
GIRLFRIEND INTLO

Ankith Koyya, an upcoming actor, has already e

proven himself as a successful actor with films
like Aay and Maruthi Nagar Subramanyam.
He is now set to play the lead role in the upcoming
film 14 Days Girlfriend Intlo, which is slated for “
release soon. Shriya Kontham stars as the female
lead, while Sriharsha directs the film.
A promotional video from the film was released
on Monday at a function in Hyderabad. The film
is a romantic comedy, and Ankith is confident
that the audience will enjoy it. “We hope the
audience will enjoy this film as much as they
enjoyed the Amrutham serial. Sometimes, we
find humour in the struggles of others,” said
Ankith. Talking about the story, Ankith revealed
that it revolves around his character, Harsha,
who gets locked in his girlfriend’s house for
fourteen days. “The film explores what happens
during those fourteen days. This is the main
plot and it will keep you laughing. | particularly
liked the unique angle of Harsha’s character,”
said Ankith.
The actor praised his co-star and female lead
Shriya, saying she gave an outstanding
performance. “I'm confident her work will
impress everyone,” he said. Ankith added
that he is eagerly waiting for the release of
this film. “It's been worth the wait. We've — - ]
come this far thanks to Krish Garu. Vennela &

sarctFrY
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Mega pressure on Ram
Charan’s Game Changer

llu Arjun’s Pushpa 2
Ahas shattered
records on its first

day, reaching the Rs 500
crore club in just two days.
Interestingly, many Mega
fans have been vocal about
their opposition to Allu
i Arjun, with some even boy-
" cotting the film. This backlash
may have contributed to the
film's relatively low premiere
show numbers. However,
despite this, Pushpa 2 per-
formed exceptionally well,
especially in the Hindi belt,
|, creating history on its first day.
] The success of Pushpa 2

Jani Master vows to fight back after removal from association

citing unsubstantiated allegations. Don't believe
these rumours”

He emphasised that he is still the president
of the association, as his term has not yet
expired. “No one has the right to take their
own decisions and positions by holding elec-
tions in an unethical manner,” Jani Master
said. “I am going to proceed legally against

has now put pressure on Ram
Charan, son of Mega Star
Chiranjeevi. His upcoming
film Game Changer, directed
by Shankar and produced by
Dil Raju, is scheduled to
release on January 10, 2025,
coinciding  with  the
Sankranthi holidays. Mega
fans and Pawan Kalyan sup-
porters are reportedly circulat-
ing messages on social media,
urging fans to work towards
achieving bigger collections
on the first day. According to
sources, the target is to collect
at least Rs 200 crore on the
first day. The film’s release has

become a highly anticipated
event, with many in the indus-
try eagerly waiting to see how
Game Changer will perform.
However, one concern is that
director Shankar’s previous
film, Bharatheeyudu 2, was a
major flop, leading some to
question whether he has lost
his touch.

To generate buzz and attract
overseas audiences, the mak-
ers are organising a grand
event in the USA. Additional
events are planned in both
Telugu states and other
regions to promote the film
and woo audiences.

Kishore garu’s track has been fantastic, and the i
1

film will soon hit theatres. I'm sure it will impress the |

audience,” said Ankith.
The film is produced by Satya Komal.

Telugu Film TV Dancers and Dance
Directors Association, has been removed
om his position and had his membership ter-
minated. This decision was made after Joseph
Prakash was elected as the new president, mark-
ing his fifth time in the role.
According to reports, Jani Master’s removal

Jani Master, the former president of the
T

The actor praised the director

Reddy.

Siddhu donates
315 lakh to CMRF

roll, with the success of DJ

Tillu and its sequel Tillu
Square, which catapulted him
into the prestigious Rs 100 crore
club. This achievement is a
remarkable feat, considering
many actors are still striving to
reach this milestone.

Siddhu, once again made head-
lines for his philanthropic efforts.
He met with Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy and
donated Rs 15 lakh to the Chief
Minister Relief Fund (CMRF).
This contribution is part of his ear-
lier pledge to provide financial aid
to flood victims in both Telugu
states.

Siddhu Jonnalagadda is on a

When devastating floods hit
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana,
Siddhu announced a total donation
of Rs 30 lakhs, with Rs 15 lakh each
going to the CM Relief Funds of
both states.

He fulfilled this promise by
personally handing over the
cheque to CM Revanth Reddy,
accompanied by his father Sai
Kumar and producer Kasi Konda.

Siddhu’s generosity is indeed
commendable, and he is not alone
in his efforts.

Other Tollywood celebrities,
such as Chiranjeevi, Mahesh Babu,
Jr NTR, and Vishwak Sen, have
also made significant donations to
support flood relief efforts.

Despite her great successes,
Rashmika remains as humble
as ever: VD

was due to the ongoing POCSO case against him
and his alleged aggressive behaviour. However,
Jani Master has denied these allegations, taking
to social media to clarify his position.

In a video statement, Jani Master said,
“Rumours are circulating in the media that I
have been permanently expelled from the union

those responsible” On a separate note, Jani
Master expressed his excitement about Game
Changer, which he has choreographed. “A
good song is coming from GameChanger in
my choreography and you all will definitely

like it,” he said.

Vikram-starrer Veera Dheera
Sooran Part 2 teaser is out now

hiyaan Vikram, known for
‘ his versatile roles, joined

forces with acclaimed direc-
tor S.U. Arun Kumar of Chiththa
(Chinna in Telugu) fame, for the
highly anticipated film Veera
Dheera Sooran Part 2. Young and
passionate producer Riya Shibu is
producing this prestigious project
under the H.R. Pictures banner.
Earlier, she produced films like
Mumbaikar, Mura and Thugs, and
distributed blockbusters such as
RRR and Vikram. The film’s visual
glimpse which was released earlier
this year garnered immense recep-
tion from the audience and
amassed over 14 million views on
YouTube. Now, the makers
unveiled the stunning teaser of the
film, leaving audiences even more
excited.

The teaser initially presents
Vikram as a loving father and
husband but with a dark, hidden
side. His character is part of a
dangerous gangster network and
is driven by a mysterious mis-
sion. As someone who conceals

i Malayalam actor Sooraj
i Venjaramoodu.

| i direction is done by C. S.

and promises to be a
thrilling cine-

matic expe-

rience.

his true identity for a greater
cause, Vikram’s character arc
has raised expectations and
fueled curiosity for the film.
The shooting of Veera Dheera
Sooran Part 2 has been complet-
ed and post-production work is
currently in full swing. The film
features an impressive ensemble
cast, including the talented SJ
Suryah, acclaimed actress
Dushara Vijayan and popular

The gripping musical score is

i composed by GV Prakash Kumar.
i While Theni Easwar handles the
cinematography, GK Prasanna
takes charge of editing. The art

i Balachander. Veera Dheera Sooran
v i Part2 will be released in Tamil,
Telugu and Hindi in January 2025

ashmika Mandanna is basking in
Rgle glory of her latest success,
ushpa 2, where she played the
iconic character of Srivalli. Her perfor-
mance and dancing skills have earned
her widespread recognition at the
national level.

Rashmika is now set to play the
female lead in the upcoming film The
Girlfriend, opposite Deekshith Shetty.
Directed by Rahul Ravindran, the movie
tells a beautiful love story. The film is
produced by Dheeraj Mogilineni and

Vidya Koppineedi.
On Monday, actor Vijay
Deverakonda unveiled the teaser of
The Girlfriend. Sharing his
thoughts on the teaser, Vijay
Deverakonda wrote on his
social media page, “Every visu-
al in the teaser of The
Girlfriend is impressive. I'm
eagerly waiting to watch this
movie. I met Rashmika on set
8 years ago, and despite her
many great successes, she
remains as humble as ever. The
Girlfriend has given her more

responsibility as an actress and I
believe she will take on that responsibili-
ty successfully. 'm confident that direc-
tor Rahul will tell a beautiful story with
this film that will touch the hearts of
every audience. I wish the entire team of
The Girlfriend all the best”

The teaser of The Girlfriend begins
with Rashmika’s character entering a
college hostel. It introduces the charac-
ters of Deekshith Shetty and Rashmika,
showcasing the beautiful relationship
between them. The emotional journey of
the lead pair during their time in college
is depicted with heartfelt moments,
accompanied by Vijay Deverakonda’s
captivating voice over.
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Kapil Dev hacks Rohit, says captain duesn t need lu nrove himself

PTI B NEW DELHI

et’s not doubt Rohit
LSharma’s ability to

bounce back), said the
legendary Kapil Dev, who
also felt that under-fire India
skipper doesn’t need to prove
himself at this stage of his
career.
Rohit, who managed scores
of 3 and 6 in the the Adelaide
pink-ball Test after dropping
down the batting order, is
being criticized by fans and
former players for being
subdued.
India lost the game by 10
wickets in just two and a half
days.
“He doesn’t have to prove
himself. He has done this for
many, many years, so let’s
not doubt somebody. I won't
doubt him. I hope his form
comes back, that’s
important,”  Kapil  said
during the launch of the
Vishwa Samudra Open, a

PGTI event set to begin at

the Delhi Golf Club on
Tuesday.
Rohit had missed the

opening Test due to the birth
of his second child.

Despite scoring most of his
runs as an opener, the 37-
year-old dropped down to
the number six position,
offering the top spot to KL
Rahul, who played a pivotal
role in the Perth win.

“With  one or two
performances, if you doubt
someone’s captaincy, I mean,
just six months back when
he won the T20 World Cup,
you wouldn’t have asked me
this question. Let it go,
knowing his ability and
talent, he will come back.
They will come back
strongly”

Asked if it was a mistake to
include young Harshit Rana
in the second Test, Kapil
said: “I am a nobody. How
can I judge? There are people

up there who have the
responsibility to decide who
should be in the team”

“We shouldn’t talk. My
former colleagues are sitting

there, and I hope they will do
a good job”

In Rohit’s absence, vice-
captain Jasprit Bumrah had
led India to a 295-run in
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Perth.

Asked if Bumrah is shaping
up well to take over the reins
from Rohit, Kapil said: “I
think it is too early to talk

about that. With one
performance, you can't say
he is the best, and with one
bad performance, you can’t
say he doesn’t deserve it.

“Let a player play a lot of
cricket, take on a lot of
captaincy. Ups and downs
will come, and then you
judge a person by how he
reacts in difficult times, not
in good times. In good times,
we don’t have to judge.
When he is down and out.”
Virat Kohli, who also looked
subdued coming into the
five-Test series in Australia,
managed to hit his first
hundred in 18 months in
Perth. However, the star
batter failed in the second
Test with scores of 7 and 11
in his two innings.

“Like Virat Kohli, he is one
of the best cricketers in our
country. If you put the four
top batsmen, he will be
there. If he is going through
a rough time, it is only up to
him how fast he can bounce
back,” Kapil said.

Kambli needs to go back to
rehab
Former India batter Vinod

Kambli has been struggling

with alcohol-related and
other health issues. He
appeared frail during a

recent public event held in
memory of legendary coach
Ramakant Achrekar. He was
seen refusing to let go of his
childhood friend Sachin
Tendulkar.

Kapil expressed sadness over
Kambli’s condition,
emphasising the need for
self-help alongside external
support.

“We should all try to support
him. But more than us, he
has to support himself. We
can't look after anybody if
that person can’t look after
himself;” Kapil said.

“All the cricketers feel very
sad about what we have seen.
I wish his closest friends can
try to get him some help, to
look after himself, to go back
to rehab. People do get this
illness, but you have to get
back to rehab.”

Siraj fined, Head also
sanctioned by [CC for
Adelaide confrontation

PTI W ADELAIDE

Indian pacer Mohammed
Siraj was fined 20 per cent of
his match fee, while
Australian batter Travis Head
was also “sanctioned” by the
ICC for indulging in a heated
exchange of words during the
just-concluded day-night Test
here.

Siraj and Head were held
guilty of breaching the world

bodys code of conduct
following a  disciplinary
hearing on Monday.

“Siraj has been penalised 20
per cent of his match fee after
being found guilty of
breaching article 2.5 of the
ICC Code of Conduct for
Players and Player Support
Personnel,” the ICC said in a
statement.

The cited rule relates to “using
language, actions or gestures
which disparage or which
could provoke an aggressive
reaction from a batter upon
dismissal”

The ICC said Head too was
“sanctioned” for breaching
Article 2.13 of the ICC Code
of Conduct for Players and
Player Support Personnel.
However, he escaped a fine for
breaching the rule that relates
to the “abuse of a player, player
support personnel, umpire or
match referee during an
international match”

Siraj and Head also received
one demerit point each on
their disciplinary records,
marking their first offence in
the last 24 months.

“Both admitted their offences
and accepted the sanctions

proposed by Match Referee
Ranjan Madugalle, the ICC
said.

Head and Siraj had a brief
showdown on day two of the
match that Australia won by
10 wickets on Sunday. Head
had struck a splendid 141-ball
knock of 140 before being
castled by Siraj, who went on
to give him an aggressive
send-off  following  an
exchange of words.

The Indian endured booes
from the Adelaide crowd
following the confrontation.
Head later claimed that he had
merely said “well bowled” to

Siraj and that he was
disappointed at how the
visiting bowler had

responded. Siraj disputed that
claim, asserting that Head had
abused him.

“I only celebrated and he
abused me and you saw that
on TV too. I only celebrated at
the start, I didn't say anything
to him,” Siraj told broadcaster
‘Star Sports.

“What he said in the press
conference wasn't right, it's a
lie that he only said ‘well
bowled’ to me. It's there for
everyone to see that that’s not
what he said to me”

Head also acknowledged his
role in the incident.

“There was no confrontation
leading up to him and I felt
like it was probably, yeah, a
little bit far at the time, and
that’s why I am disappointed
in the reaction that I gave
back,” he said in a post-play
press conference.

The two teams are tied 1-1 in
the five-match series.

World Chess Championship: Gukesh
loses to Ding L1ren In 12th game

PTI W SINGAPORE

Indian challenger D Gukesh
lost the 12th game against
defending champion Ding
Liren of China to allow his
opponent bounce back and
level the World Chess
Championship match here on
Monday.

The 18-year-old Gukesh was
ahead by one point after he
notched his second win of the
match on Sunday, which came
after seven consecutive draws,
but Liren’s win on Monday
brought the things on an even
keel.

The two players are now tied
at 6 points each with just two
games left in the 14-round
classical time control format,
still shy of 1.5 points in order
to win the title.

The remaining two games will
be played on Wednesday and
Thursday, after rest day on

Tuesday.
Irrespective of what happens
in the next game on

Wednesday, the match will go
the distance (14 games) and
more likely there will be
tiebreaker — where games are
of shorter duration - to
determine the winner.

The 32-year-old Liren had
won the opening game before
Gukesh emerged victorious in

the third game. The second,
and the fourth to 10th games
were drawn.

In what was the first victory
for Liren with his white
pieces, Gukesh’s preparation
did not come as good as the
other 11 games that he played
here.

The start was an English
opening by the Chinese and
much to the surprise of the
fans, Gukesh went for a
position that led to a Benoni
defense with colours reversed.
Gukesh started to miss out
creating counter play in the
middle game as white played
just normal developing
moves. By the 15th move,
though less on time on the

clock, white had a small
advantage as a central
breakthrough looked
inevitable, giving Liren the
space advantage.

Gukesh’s 17th move did not
help his cause as white was
able to get the desired break
in the centre. Five moves later,
another error by Gukesh gave
Liren a huge advantage.
Liren’s central pawn made a
foray to the sixth rank in what
was a near-decisive blow on
the 27th move. Gukesh had to
part with a couple of pawns.
Adding to Gukesh’s woes was
an imminent rook invasion.
The game ended through a
fine tactic by Liren who
sacrificed a rook to force

matters. The game ended in
39 moves.

For Gukesh, much would
depend on how he does in his
last remaining white game
after the final rest day on
Tuesday.

Liren has proved again that he
is a tough nut to crack and his
second victory in the match
was pretty much one-sided
compared to many other
games in the match that had
chances for both sides.

In the previous world
championship match against
JTan  Nepomniachtchi  of
Russia, Liren had to come
back from behind as many as
three times before being
crowned the world champion.
The Moves:

1.C4 e6 2.G3 d5 3.Bg2 Nf6
4.Nf3 d4 5.0-0 Nc6 6.E3 Be7
7.D3 dxe3 8.Bxe3 e5 9.Nc3
0-0 10.Rel h6 11.A3 a5 12.H3
Be6 13.Kh2 Rb8 14.Qc2 Re8
15.Nb5 Bf5 16.Radl Nd7
17.Qd2 Bg6 18.D4 e4 19.Ngl
Nb6 20.Qc3 Bf6 21.Qc2 a4
22.Ne2 Bg5 23.Nf4 Bxf4
24.Bxf4 Rc8 25.Qc3 NbS8
26.D5 Qd7 27.D6 ¢5 28.Nc7
Rf8 29.Bxe4 Nc6 30.Bg2 Rcd8
31.Nd5 Nxd5 32.Cxd5 Nb8
33.Qxc5 Rc8 34.Qd4 Na6
35.Re7 Qb5 36.D7 Rc4
37.Qe3 Rc2 38.Bd6 f6
39.Rxg7+ Black resigned.

South Africa go on top in WT(: points table

PTI B DUBAI

South Africa on Monday
replaced Australia at the
top of the ICC World Test
Championship table after
their massive 109-run over
Sri Lanka while India are now
in the third place following
their defeat in the Adelaide
Test.

South Africa now have 63.33
percentage points after 10
matches in the cycle and they
are followed by Australia
(60.71 PTC).

India were leading the WTC
table, heading into the
Adelaide Test after their
massive win in the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy opener in
Perth.

India had 61.11 points
heading into the pink ball
Test in Adelaide which they
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lost inside three days and
they now stand third with
57.29 percentage points.

The best possible way for
India to make a third
appearance in the WTC final
next year would be to win

— -
|

—

each of the three remaining
Tests in Australia.

Australia had 57.69
percentage points before the
Adelaide Test which
improved to 60.71 after their
win.

But even as they grabbed the
top spot with the contest
ending on Sunday, Australia
remained table-toppers only
for one day as the Proteas
surged ahead with their win
in the second Test at St
George’s Park in Gqgeberha.
With the Border-Gavaskar
series now tied at 1-1,
Australia are in a strong
position for a top-two finish.
They will also tour Sri Lanka
next year for an additional
two Tests, meaning they
could theoretically draw 2-2
with India and stay in
contention for a place in the
final.

Both England and New
Zealand have been penalised
with three WTC points each
for slow over-rate in the
Christchurch Test, according
to the ICC.

B

India gets tncky group
in 2027 Asian Cup
Qualifiers final round

PTI M NEW DELHI

India was on Sunday drawn
in a tricky group along
with Bangladesh, Hong
Kong and Singapore for the
2027 Asian Cup Qualifiers

final round matches,
beginning March 25 next
year.

The draw, which saw 24
teams divided into six
groups of four, was held at
the Asian Football

Confederation (AFC) House
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Only the six group winners
will qualify for the main
tournament to be held in
Saudi Arabia in 2027 and
join the 18 teams who have
already booked their tickets
after the second round of
qualifying.

The final round will be
contested over six match
days in a home-and-away
format between March 25,
2025 and March 31, 2026.
Aiming to qualify for the
third successive time, India
will begin its Group C
campaign at home against
Bangladesh.

India is the highest-ranked
team in the group at 127,
followed by Hong Kong
(156), Singapore (161) and
Bangladesh (185). But, they
won't be easy opponents.
India has faced all three
opponents in the recent past.

The Blue Tigers last faced
Bangladesh (1-1 draw) in the
2021 SAFF Championship,
Hong Kong (India won 4-0)
in the AFC Asian Cup
Qualifiers in Kolkata in June
2022, and Singapore (1-1
draw) in the Hung Th?nh
Friendly Tournament in
Vietnam in September 2022.
After the draw, India head
coach Manolo Marquez said,
“We are a Pot 1 team and we
need to show why we are the
favourites to qualify. There
are not too many ditferences
between groups. Every
group is difficult.

“Hong Kong has improved a
lot with naturalised players
and with their coach Ashley
Westwood.

“We will play against
Bangladesh first in March,
who have been our regular
opponents in the SAFF
Championship. We know the
calendar. We have six games
and we need to top the group
and qualify for the Asian
Cup”

India’s fixtures:

March 25, 2025: India vs
Bangladesh (home)

June 10, 2025: Hong Kong vs
India (away)

October 9, 2025: India vs
Singapore (home)

October 14, 2025: Singapore
vs India (away)

November 18, 2025:
Bangladesh vs India (away)

Mohammed Siraj is a good character, he gets the crowd up like Kohli: Josh Hazlewood

PTI M ADELAIDE

good to see sometimes,
shared

Hazlewood, who

said —
the

ohammed Sirajs hot temper
has become a topic of
discussion but Australian quick
Josh Hazlewood says the Indian
pacer is a “good character” who fires
up the crowd and is passionate
about the game like Indian
superstar Virat Kohli.
Siraj was involved in two incidents
where his temper flared during the
pink-ball Test that India lost by 10
wickets.
In Australia’s first innings, Siraj
threw the ball wide off the stumps
near Marnus Labuschagne after the
Australian batter pulled away from
his stance, forcing the bowler to halt
his run-up.
This occurred when a man holding
a tower of beer cups walked into
Labuschagne’s line of sight.
The next day, Siraj was involved in a
verbal altercation with Travis Head
soon after cleaning him up, drawing
the ire of the Adelaide crowd which
booed him.
“He’s just a good character and it’s

dressing room with both Siraj and
Kohli during his time at the Royal
Challengers Bangalore in the IPL.
“I really enjoyed my time at RCB
with Siraj. He's probably the leader
of the attack there, to a degree. He's
another one whos a bit like Virat,
very passionate, goes with the flow
of the game, gets the crowd up. He
has bowled serious spells in the IPL
in the last few years,” he added.
Hazlewood, who missed the second
Test due to a side strain, had
dismissed Kohli for 5 in the first
innings in the opening Test at Perth.
It was the fourth time the Australian
quick dismissed Kohli in red-ball
cricket.

“It just comes down to who executes
well on the day, whether he leaves
you well until the ball gets soft or
someone else comes on the balls
and doesn’t ball quite well enough,”
he said.

“There’s a lot of match-ups like that
throughout international cricket.
You know, we've played each other

-M;

-

so much. If you've been around for
10 years, you pretty much know

matches in the Gabba and will look
to get back to winning ways at the

each other inside out”

Hazlewood said the current crop of
batters are much more eager to go
after the ball as compared to the
players who wielded the willow 10
years ago. “There are different
players in different teams there are
some players you really need to be
patient with. There are others who
come after you, so you don't have to
be patient but they are dangerous
because they can score.

“I don't think betters are probably as
patient as they were 10 years ago.
They like to feel the ball and weve
seen the way England play and even
players in the Indian team with
(Rishabh) Pant and (Nitish) Reddy
and guys like that”

India suffered a 10-wicket loss in
the pink ball Test as Australia
levelled the five match series 1-1
following their 295-run loss in the
opener. The two sides now head to
Brisbane for the third match,
starting December 14.

Australia have lost the last two

venue, where they have done well,
traditionally.

The last time they played at the
Gabba, pacer Shamar Joseph ripped
through Australia to fashion West
Indies 8-run win in the day night
fixture.“We always play pretty well
in Brisbane (but) the last Test was
obviously pink-ball,} Hazlewood
said.“The pink-ball gets quite soft in
Brisbane quite early on, with the
wicket being quite hard, it doesn’t
have that thatch grass that we see
here at Adelaide.

“So were back to the red-ball there,
which suits us. We obviously haven't
won recently up there, but its a
place we like to play as it suits our
guys.

“It's an experienced team, so
we've all been there a lot of
times. It’s probably more just
the time difference - the going
from day-night and sleeping in -
to your sleeping patterns,
getting that adjusted and getting
back on track”
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