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Soft diplomacy at work: Modi hrings

Delhi Fortress against Farmenrs

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI/

CHANDIGARH
team of Union
Ministers held talks in
Chandigarh on

Monday evening with farmer
leaders to dissuade them from
their “Delhi Chalo” march.
Meanwhile, authorities in
Delhi fortified the border
points with neighbouring
States and imposed a month-
long ban on large gatherings.
Massive security
arrangements were put in
place to prevent the
protesting farmers from
entering the city on Tuesday.
The ministers, including
Food and Consumer Affairs
Minister Piyush Goyal and
Agriculture Minister Arjun
Munda, held the second
round of talks with the farmer
leaders at the Mahatma
Gandhi State Institute of
Public Administration in
Sector 26. Leaders such as
Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(Non-Political) leader Jagjit
Singh Dallewal and Kisan
Mazdoor Sangharsh
Committee general secretary
Sarwan Singh Pandher were
among those present at the
meeting, which commenced
at around 6:30 pm. At the
time of going to press, the
meeting was still in progress.
During the meeting, the
Centre has already assured

them that some of their
demands will be met.
However, sources indicate

that the farmer leaders are
unwilling to relent until the
debt waiver and legal

guarantee for Minimum
Support Price (MSP) are
fulfilled. The demands
accepted by the Centre

include granting Rs 10 lakh
compensation to farmers
injured in Lakhimpur Kheri,
cancelling FIRs related to the
2020-21 farmers’ agitation,
providing compensation and
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and paramilitary personnel
equipped with anti-riot gear
has been implemented.
Multiple layers of barricades,
concrete blocks, iron nails,
and walls of containers have
been erected at three border
points: Singhu, Tikri, and
Ghazipur. Additionally,
makeshift jails have been
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processions, or rallies, as well
as the entry of tractor trolleys
carrying people, in the
national capital. The Delhi
Police has imposed Section
144 for a month in
anticipation of widespread
tension and “social unrest”
due to the farmers’ “Delhi
Chalo March”

—

f,.m.\!_

“31

Multi-layered barricading in place at Smghu.Border ahead of the scheduled De|h|'Chalo march by the'farmers in New Delhi

on Monday PTI
jobs for families of farmers established at  “specific In addition to a legal
killed in the agitation, and locations” in anticipation of guarantee for MSP, the

improving the quality of seeds
across all crops. This also
involves revising licences and

imposing  penalties  on
companies manufacturing
and selling sub-standard
seeds.

To prevent the farmers from
entering the city on Tuesday,
massive deployment of police

the farmers’ “Delhi Chalo”
march.

The police are also using
drones to maintain strict
surveillance at border points,
an official stated, emphasising
that they are fully prepared to
handle any law and order
situation. There will be a
complete ban on gatherings,

farmers are also demanding
the implementation of the
Swaminathan Commission’s
recommendations, pensions
for farmers and farm laborers,
farm debt waiver, withdrawal
of police cases, and “justice”
for victims of the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence.
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VIRAT ABSENCE,
GREAT CHANCE FOR

ENGLAND: BROAD
12 SPORTS

hack Naval veterans from Qatar

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

n a major diplomatic

achievement  for  the
country, eight Indian Navy
veterans were released by
Qatar, 46 days after their
death sentences, handed
down last October, were
commuted to jail terms of
varying duration. They were
arrested on alleged charges of
espionage. However, neither
Qatar nor India made the
charges against them public.
Seven of them returned home
early Monday.
The eight nationals are
Captains (retired) Navtej Gill
and Saurabh Vasisht,
Commanders (retired)
Purnendu Tiwari, Amit
Nagpal, SK Gupta, BK Verma,
and Sugunakar Pakala, and
sailor Ragesh.
It was learned  that
Commander Tiwari stayed
back in Doha and is likely to
return to India soon.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will be travelling to
Doha in Qatar on Wednesday
after his visit to the United
Arab  Emirates  (UAE),
Foreign Secretary Vinay
Kwatra announced here on
Monday, adding that the
Prime Minister had
“personally supervised”
developments in the case.
“Prime Minister Modi had
personally supervised this
issue. This (the release) is
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proof of his leadership and
also reflects the strength of
India-Qatar ties,” the Foreign
Secretary said.

While speaking to reporters,
Kwatra added, “The Prime
Minister has personally and
constantly supervised all the
developments in this case and
has never shied away from
any initiatives that would
ensure the return of Indian
nationals back home.”

The announcement about
Modi’s visit to Qatar came a
day after the Gulf nation
released eight jailed former
Indian naval personnel. “We
are gratified by Qatar’s
decision to release the
Indians,” Kwatra said.

The  Foreign  Secretary
mentioned that Modi and
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani, the Emir of Qatar, will
hold wide-ranging talks to
further expand bilateral ties.
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The Indians returned 46 days
after their death sentences,
handed down last October,
were commuted to jail terms
of varying duration.

Kwatra  also  expressed
gratitude, saying, “We are
grateful for their return. We
deeply appreciate the decision
of Qatar’s government and the
Amir to release them. We are
happy to have seven of those
Indian nationals back. The
8th Indian national has also
been released, and we
continue to work with the
Qatari government to see how
quickly his return to India
would be possible”

In December last year, Prime
Minister Modi met Qatari
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin

Hamad Al-Thani on the
sidelines of the COP28
Summit in Dubai and

discussed the well-being of
the Indian community in

Qatar.

This meeting was in the
backdrop of Qatar
commuting death sentence to
jail terms to the eight
veterans. National Security
Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval
played a role in the
negotiations with the Qatari
authorities in securing the
release of the Indians, it was
learnt.

Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said here on Monday
India appreciates the decision
by the Emir of Qatar to enable
the release and homecoming
of the Indians, who were
arrested in August 2022.
Union Minister Anurag
Thakur welcomed the release
of eight Navy veterans and
said it strengthened the belief
in seriousness and the ability
of the Modi Government to
protect its citizens at any cost.
“This homecoming of our
Navy veterans is a moment of
happiness and this further
strengthens our belief in the
seriousness and ability of the
Modi government to protect
its citizens at any cost,
Thakur said on X.

“Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi means the
guarantee of life, limb and
liberty of the people of India
across the globe,” he said,
adding that the veterans were
detained “under some false
charges” BJP and Congress
welcomed the development.

Nitish survives trust vote

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
PATNA/NEWDELHI

he newly formed Nitish

Kumar-led NDA
Government in Bihar won the
trust vote in the State Assembly
on Monday, amid a walkout by
members of the
Mahagathbandhan led by RJD
leader and former Deputy
Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav.
In the 243-member Bihar
Vidhan Sabha, a total of 129
members voted in favour of
the motion of confidence.
Deputy Speaker Maheshwar
Hazari presided over the
session as Speaker Awadh
Bihari Chaudhary, a member
of the RJD, was removed
through a  resolution.
Chaudhary had refused to
step down despite his party
losing power a fortnight ago.
After declaring the motion as
passed through a voice vote,
Hazari ordered a headcount
following a request from

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister ~ Vijay =~ Kumar
Chaudhary, which  was

seconded by Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar. To facilitate the
floor test, Chaudhary was
removed with 125 members
voting in favour of the no-
confidence motion moved
against him by the ruling
NDA. Only 112 members
voted against the motion.

Kumar recently abandoned
the Mahagathbandhan, of
which the RJD was a key
constituent, and returned to

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar being greeted by his deputies Vijay Kumar Sinha
and Samrat Choudhary after Kumar-led NDA Government in the State won a vote of
confidence during the first day of Budget session of the Assembly in Patna ~ PTI

the NDA fold to form the
government with the support
of the BJP.

Earlier, participating in the
debate on the motion, the
JD(U) chief alleged that the
RJD indulged in corrupt
practices during the party’s
rule in the State, and the new
NDA-led government will
initiate a probe into it.
Kumar also claimed that
during RJD’s tenure, several
communal riots took place in
Bihar. “There was no law and
order. The RJD indulged in
corrupt practices during its
rule (before 2005)... I will get
these probed” he said.
Speaking in the Assembly,
Tejashwi Yadav said he always
considered Kumar to be a

“father figure” and wondered
what forced him to ditch the
Mahagathbandhan and
return to the BJP-led NDA. “I
always considered Nitish
Kumar as ‘Dashrath’ (a
character from the Ramayan).
I don’t know what reasons
forced him to ditch the
Mahagathbandhan,” he said.
The NDA, comprising the
JD(U), the BJP, former CM
Jitan Ram Manjhi’s HAM, and
an Independent, has a
combined strength of 128.
However, it received a shot in
the arm with three RJD MLAs
— Prahlad Yadav, Chetan
Anand, and Neelam Devi —
walking over to the ruling
side.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI/LUCKNOW

In the wake of another
Congress-led  Opposition
INDIA bloc ally, Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD), all set to
partner with the NDA, the
Congress has decided to cut
short their ongoing Bharat
Jodo Nyay Yatra in Uttar
Pradesh by skipping the
western part of the State,
which is the stronghold of the
Jayant Chaudhary-led RLD.
The RLD has been a long-
time ally of the Samajwadi
Party (SP) and may join
hands with the BJP ahead of
the Lok Sabha elections.
Though there has been a rift
within the RLD leaders and
their legislators in the UP
Assembly, Jayant has already
indicated a switch-over after
his  grandfather, former
Prime Minister Chaudhary
Charan Singh, was conferred
with the Bharat Ratna by the
Narendra Modi Government
last week.

Denying that the sudden shift
of the RLD towards the BJP
has prompted the Congress to
leave the western UP region,
Congress said the change in
the itinerary of the Bharat
Jodo Nyay Yatra is only due to
the UP Board examinations.
Uttar Pradesh Congress
spokesperson Anshu Awasthi

said the duration of the yatra
in UP is being reduced in
view of the State board
examinations for Classes 10
and 12. The yatra was earlier
scheduled to remain in Uttar
Pradesh from February 16 to
February 26 before entering
Rajasthan. However, it will
now end on February 21 and
enter Madhya Pradesh by
skipping western UP.

“Setting an example of
sensitivity, Rahul Gandhi ji
has prioritised public interest
on many occasions. Keeping
in mind the UP Board
examinations starting from
February 22, the Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra will remain in
Uttar Pradesh from February
16 to February 21, Awasthi

Nyay Yatra shifts gears,
turns to WBStBI‘II |.|P

said in a statement issued
here.

“Earlier, Rahul Gandhi had
cancelled his rallies in Bengal
out of concern for the people

during the COVID-19
period,” the spokesperson
added.

Elaborating on the schedule
of the yatra in UP, Awasthi
said it will enter the state
through Varanasi on February
16 and then reach Amethi on
February 19 via Bhadohi,
Prayagraj, and Pratapgarh.
On February 19, Rahul
Gandhi will address a public
meeting in Gauriganj in the
Amethi Lok Sabha
constituency, and the yatra
will reach Rae Bareli the
next day.

Desertions galore, Ashok
Ghavan quits Congress

TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

In a second major jolt to the
Congress ahead of the
February 27 Rajya Sabha polls
and in the run up to the Lok
Sabha polls in the State,
Maharashtra’s former chief
minister Ashok Chavan on
Monday resigned from the
grand old party.

Though Chavan said he had
not “thought” about joining
the ruling BJP or any other
party and would decide on his
future course of action in the
next couple of days, there
were no takers for his
statement in the State political
circles.

Informed sources close to
him said that he might join
the BJP and he might be given
a ticket by the ruling party to
contest the biennial Rajya
Sabha polls for six seats,
scheduled to be held in the
State on February 27.
Following Chavan’s
resignation,  there  were
speculation within the State
political circles that the ruling
BJP — which is the single
largest Opposition party the
Maharashtra Assembly with a
strength of 45 MLAs —
might use the use “services” of
the senior party leader to
engineer a split in the
Congress ahead of and during
the Rajya Sabha polls.

The news about Chavan

having quit the Congress
surfaced after he called on

Assembly Speaker Rahul
Narwekar in the morning and
submitted his resignation as
an MLA. Before long, he took
to micro-blogging site “X”
and announced that he had
quit the Congress.

‘I  have tendered my
resignation as Member of
Legislative Assembly (MLA)
from 85-Bhokar Assembly
Constituency to the Assembly
Speaker Rahulji Narvekar,’
Chavan wrote on “X”.

“Today I have resigned from
the post of Member of

Congress Working
Committee of the Indian
National Congress Party,

membership of Maharashtra
Congress Legislature Party
and primary membership of
the Indian National
Congress,” the former chief
minister added.

India emerges as
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fter ~ Prime  Minister

Narendra Modi’s Mann Ki
Baat appeal for destination
weddings within the country,
more than 42 lakh weddings
are expected to be solemnised
this marriage season between
January 15 and July 15,
incurring an expenditure of Rs
5.5 lakh crore. According to
estimates from a traders’ body,
in Delhi alone, more than four
lakh marriages are expected in
these six months, which would
bring business prosperity
worth Rs 1.5 lakh crore.
A survey conducted by the
research  wing of  the
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) found that

during the wedding season, it
is estimated that about five
lakh weddings will have an
expenditure of Rs 3 lakh per
wedding, while about 10 lakh
weddings will cost around Rs 6
lakh each. CAIT national
president BC Bhartia revealed
that following the Prime
Ministers appeal, destination
weddings within the country
have gained popularity across
all types of weddings.

Furthermore, it is projected
that 10 lakh weddings will
incur expenses of Rs 10 lakh
per wedding, followed by 10
lakh weddings with
expenditures of Rs 15 lakhs per
wedding. Additionally, 6 lakh
weddings are expected to have
an expenditure of Rs 25 lakh

each, 60,000 weddings with Rs
50 lakh expenditure per
wedding, and 40,000 weddings
with expenses exceeding Rs 1
crore. Overall, during this six-
month period, about Rs 5.5
lakh crore will circulate
through wedding-related
purchases in the markets.

Last year, around 35 lakh
weddings occurred during the
wedding season ending on
December 14, with expenses
estimated at Rs 4.25 lakh crore.
The traders’ body said that
banquet halls, hotels, open
lawns, community centres,
public parks, farmhouses, and
various other wedding venues
are fully booked across the
country, including Delhi.
Besides purchasing accessories

a global wedding

at each wedding, a wide array
of services is also in demand,

including tent decorators,
flower decorations, crockery,
catering services, travel

services, cab services,
professional welcome groups,
vegetable vendors,
photographers, videographers,
bands, musicians, DJ services,

horses for wedding
processions, carriages, lighting,
and numerous other services,
all expected to thrive during
this time.

destination

Additionally, event
management and packaging of
wedding goods and gift items
have emerged as significant
business prospects. Notably,

the wedding season also
provides employment
opportunities for a large

number of people working in
the service sector.

“Traders across the country,
including Delhi, are optimistic
about the current wedding
season, which commenced on
January 15 and will extend till
July 15. During this period,
about 42 lakh weddings are
expected to take place
nationwide, resulting in a
substantial capital influx of
about 5.5 lakh crore rupees
through wedding-related

purchases and services, the
CAIT survey report said.
“Before the wedding season, a
significant amount of business
is conducted in home repairs
and painting. Additionally,
jewellery, sarees, lehenga-
chuni, furniture, readymade
garments, clothing, footwear,
wedding and greeting cards,
dry fruits, sweets, fruits,
worship items, groceries, food
grains, decoration items, home
decor, electrical utilities,
electronics, and various gift
items are typically in high
demand and expected to
generate significant business
this year;” CAIT secretary
general Praveen Khandelwal
said.
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J'khand drug smugglers held after car chase -

3 quintals of
ganja, 2 luxury

cars seized
PNS ® BHUBANESWAR

The Special Crime Unit of
the Commissionerate police
on Sunday arrested three in-
ter-State drug smugglers of
Jharkhand near the Pahala area
and seized three quintals of
ganja from two luxury vehicles
after a chase for 30 kilometer.

Commissioner of Police,
Sanjeeb Panda on Monday
said the three peddlers hail
from Jharkhand and the prime
accused was identified as Ravi
Shankar Das.

Das has been active in the
illegal narcotics trade for long
and was arrested in the past as
well. The Jharkhand police
have been contacted to col-
lect more information re-
garding his involvement in
other crimes, said Panda.

Record No. of KISS students

to appear in
Ll

PNS = BHUBANESWAR
A record number of stu-
dents from the KISS are set to
appear for the Classes-X and
XII board examinations to be
conducted by the Board of
Secondary Examinations and
the Council of Higher Second-
ary Examinations, respec-
tively, this year.

While about 2,000 students
will sit for the Class-X exam
beginning February 20, 1,908
students will appear for the

Board exams

Class-XII exam that will com-

mence from February 16. Fifty
per cent of all students are
girls.

KIIT & KISS founder Dr
Achyuta Samanta wished the
students all success and distrib-
uted pens while sharing essen-
tial advice.

The KISS has made exten-
sive arrangements to facilitate
the transportation of students
to various examination cen-
tres including providing 50
buses for their commute.

In city

Schoolgirl mowed down by bus

PNS = BHUBANESWAR
A young girl died after she
was hit by a school bus near
Khandagiri Square here on
Monday. The mishap took
place when the girl along with
her mother was crossing Na-
tional Highway-16 in the af-
ternoon.

According tolocals, the girl's
mother fell down on the road
after she was hit by a biker
coming from the Khandagiri
side. A school bus coming
from the opposite side ran over

CONTEMPORARIES

the girl while she was trying to
rescue her mother. The girl died
on the spot.

The bus driver fled from the
spot leaving the vehicle after
the incident.

The 16-year-old deceased
was a student of the Sri
Aurobindo Institute of Inte-
gral Education in Khandagiri.
She was a native of Puri dis-
trict, sources said.

On being informed, the
Khandagiri police reached the
spot and sent the body for
postmortem.

The Commissioner further
said the inter-State peddlers
had procured ganja from
Malkangiri and wanted to de-
liver the consignment in
Kolkata.

The gang had adopted a
different modus operandi to
evade suspicion, They put up
Press stickers on their ve-
hicles. Moreover, they were
also changing vehicle regis-
tration plates at regular inter-
vals.

ITBBS ¢

®  BHUBANESWAR

The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT)
Bhubaneswar celebrated its
16th Foundation Day on
Monday. The commemora-
tion was to celebrate the foun-
dation-stone laying of the
campus of the institute at
Argul on February 12, 2009.

To mark the occasion, a spe-
cial interactive session with the
first regular Director of IIT
Bhubaneswar Prof
Madhusudan Chakraborty was
organised for the members of
the faculties and staffs of the
institute.

At the outset, IIT
Bhubaneswar Director Prof
Shreepad Karmalkar wel-

The gang had modified the
vehicles and created special
chambers. These were used to
hid the ganja consignment
and transport them from one
place to the other.

Police suspect the involve-
ment of a big syndicate be-
hind the ganja smuggling
racket. All the three accused
would be brought on a three-
day remand to unearth more
information about other gang
members.

eleprates 1

Secretariat staffs to cease work

®  BHUBANESWAR

Members of the Odisha

Secretariat Service Association
held an emergency meeting
here on Monday and discussed
regarding their various de-
mands.

The association expressed
resentment alleging step-
motherly attitude by the State
Government towards their de-
mands. They said that though
their demands have been dis-
cussed several times at the ad-
ministrative and political levels,
no fruitful results have been

 Found

1.

comed and introduced Prof
Chakraborty. He briefly de-
scribed the history of the in-
stitute and the campus of IIT
Bhubaneswar.

Addressing the gathering,
Prof Chakraborty shared his
experience in the establish-
ment of IIT Bhubaneswar and

the efforts made towards the
development of the dedicated
campus of the institute.

In his interactions with the
faculty members and staffs, he
shared his valuable insights
about the further growth of the
institute.

Dean (Student Affairs) Prof

Rajesh Roshan Dash coordi-

nated the interaction
programme.

In the evening, a grand cul-
tural programme by the stu-
dents and members of the in-
stitute was organised which
showcased the spirit of enthu-

siasm and vigour.

(disha nas failed 00ppost AP's llegal activities

®  BHUBANESWAR

Congress Chief Whip in the
State Assembly and Jeypore
MLA Tara Prasad Bahinpati on
Monday said the Andhra
Pradesh Government is carry-
ing out various activities in
Kotia in Koraput district. But
the Odisha Government's si-
lence over it means that it has
surrendered before the
nieghbouring State and lacks
the sincerity to keep the area
in Odisha.

The Andhra Government is
luring the residents of 21 vil-
lages of Kotia panchayat. In
some villages, Andhra
Pradesh'’s ruling party's flags
are being hoisted by the Gov-
ernment employees. The
Andhra Pradesh Government
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is holding health camps in the
area. But the performance of
Odisha in the healthcare sec-
tor is disappointing. The
Andhra Pradesh Government
has also constructed hostels for
the tribal students and is pro-
viding Rs 1,500 each to their
families15 days after their ad-

mission in the educational in-
stitutions, Bahinpati said.
The Odisha Government is
not providing eggs to the chil-
dren of schools and
Anganwadi Centres of Kotia.
Besides, the food provided by
it is of very poor quality. But
the Andhra Pradesh Govern-

ment is ensuing that the chil-
dren get eggs and milk in the
meals. The Andhra Govern-
ment is gradually entering into
Nandapur block and develop-
ing infrastructure like roads,
drains, water supply and other
basic  necessities, said
Bahnpati.

obtained. No more the admin-
istrative indifference would be
tolerated, said association secre-
tary Prajyotna Baral.

From Tuesday, the associa-
tion would hold an indefinite
cease-work agitation and stage
adharna at the Panchayati Raj
Department ground here seek-
ing intervention of the Chief
Minister and the 5T Chair-
man. The association de-
manded fulfillment of their
demands as soon as possible.
Among others, association
vice-president Akshay Kumar
Parida also spoke.

SCB docs remove needle
from youth's heart

PNS = CUTTACK

D octors at the SCB Medi-
cal College Hospital have suc-
cessfully removed a needle
from the heart of a man.

The condition of patient
Nibash Sharma, a resident of
VSS Nagar in Bhubaneswar, is
stated to be stable following
the surgery.

According to reports, the
31-year-old man's chest had
been pierced with the needle
while he was sleeping at his
home. The needle got stuck in
the left side of his heart, lead-
ing to severe pain.

Unable to bear the pain,
Nibash visited the Capital Hos-
pital and the AIIMS
Bhubaneswar, where the sur-
gery could not be conducted.
Later, he went to the SCB

Medical Hospital in Cuttack
for the purpose.

The patient was admitted to
the hospital on Saturday after
diagnosis. He underwent sur-
gery on Sunday.

A team of doctors led by
Cardiothoracic & Vascular
Surgery Department HOD
Prof Manoj Kumar Pattnaik
conducted the operation and
successfully removed a 4.5-
inch-long needle from the

Red Cross study-cum-training camp he

Technical session
for AIDS

awareness

conducted
PNS m BHUBANESWAR

Under the guidance ofhon-
orary secretary, Indian Red
Cross Society, State Branch
Bibhuti Bhusan Pattnaik, a
five-day State Level Junior
Red Cross Study Cum Train-
ing Camp was organised at
Nilachal Polytechnics
Bhubaneswar.

Around 450 JRC Counsel-
lors, volunteers, resource per-
sons and staff members of
IRCS OSB participated in the
camp. The participants were
oriented on diffeeent techni-
cal skills like first aid, disaster
management, school safety,

patient's heart.

climate change, road safety
etc.

For saving lives from HIV
AIDS, Junior Red Cross in as-
sociation with Odisha State
AIDS Control  Society
(OSACS) conducted a Tech-
nical Sesson with quiz compe-
tition for creating awareness
on HIV AIDS among the par-
ticipants. With the support
from OSACS and NACO,
Junior Red Cross started
Suraksha Abhiyan for adoles-
cents. Sanjay Kumar
Mohapatra and Smruti
Sagarika Kanungo joined as
resource persons to create
awareness among the partici-
pants. Junior Red Cross Officer
Laxman Swain thanked
OSACS and NACO for sup-
porting the programme to save
precious lives.

An Interaisciplinary approach to population managemen

population in the 15 to 64 years
age group, provides a significant
advantage for economic growth.

Need for the Formation of the
Population Committee:

India's large projected popula-
tion, estimated to surpass 1.5 bil-
lion people by the end of the de-
cade, necessitates proactive measures
to harness the demographic dividend
for economic growth. The envi-
sioned committee aims to address
challenges in health, education and
employment with a focus on evi-
dence-based decision-making. Pub-
lic spending on health, currently
around 1% of GDP, underscores the
need for policies prioritising health

Modernising data infrastructure
through digital technologies is es-
sential for reliable population sta-
tistics.

Different points to be incorpo-
rated in the formation of the popu-
lation committee

Adopting a multi-sectoral
strategy:

The committee should align its
initiatives with the goal of 'Viksit
Bharat' by adopting a multi-sectoral
strategy covering family planning,
maternal and child health, educa-
tion, employment and socioeco-
nomic development. Play-based
flexible curricula, community en-
gagement and bridging the skill gap

and data analysis.

Synergistic efforts for effective
implementation:

Collaboration with diverse stake-
holders, including governmental
agencies, NGOs, civil society,
academia and the private sector, is
vital for effective policy implemen-
tation. These partnerships will fos-
ter collective action and ensure the
success of population-related
programmes.

Emphasis on public awareness
and education:

In addition to policy formula-
tion, the committee must prioritise
public awareness and education
campaigns. Empowering individu-

Integrating India's evolving
demographic landscape:

Understanding the shifts in
India's demographic landscape, in-
cluding declining fertility rates, an
increasing working-age population
and a rising elderly population is
critical for shaping future economic
and demographic trajectories.

Quality assurance mechanisms
for data reliability:

Implementing rigorous valida-
tion and quality assurance mecha-
nisms ensures the reliability and
accuracy of population data. Inde-
pendent audits, data validation ex-
ercises and peer review processes
play a vital role in identifying and

lenges posed by rapid population
growth and demographic changes
marks a significant step towards
formulating effective policies and
strategies. By adopting an interdis-
ciplinary approach, collaborating
with stakeholders and focusing on
public awareness and education
campaigns, the committee has the
potential to manage population
growth effectively. India's demo-
graphic landscape presents both
opportunities and challenges; and
the proposed committee can play a
pivotal role in realising the
country's growth potential through
investments in health, education
and employment. Strategic plan-

he recent announcement in

I the interim Budget regard
ing the establishment of a
"high-powered committee to ex-
tensively consider the challenges
arising from rapid population
growth and demographic changes"
signifies a crucial step in address-
ing one of India's pressing con-
cerns. This committee, tasked with
making recommendations in line
with the goal of 'Viksit Bharat,' re-
flects the need for a comprehen-
sive and multifaceted approach to
population management. With the
United Nations' projections indi-
cating that India's population is
expected to reach 1.46 billion by

S JYOTIRANJAN

from 2.2 to 2.0 at the national level
between National Family Health
Surveys (NFHSs) 4 and 5. How-
ever, there are still five States with
fertility rates above the replacement

2030, accounting for 17% of the level of 2.1, namely Bihar, promotion and increased invest- between existing initiatives and  als and communities with accurate  rectifying data errors. ning, effective implementation and
world's projected population, the ~Meghalaya, Uttar Pradesh, ment in health infrastructure. The industry requirementsare essential  information promotes responsible Facilitating data accessibility  international collaboration are key
committee's mandate encompasses  Jharkhand and Manipur. disruptions caused by the Covid-19  components. family planning practices and en-  to researchers: to navigating India's demographic

hances health outcomes.
International collaboration in
population management:
Facilitating international col-
laboration and the exchange of best
practices in population manage-
ment is crucial. Learning from glo-
bal experiences and collaborating
with international organisations
can enrich India's strategies in ad-
dressing demographic challenges.

issues such as family planning,
maternal and child health, educa-
tion, employment and socioeco-
nomic development.

India has witnessed a decline in
population growth rates since the
1970s with a significant fall ob-
served in the Empowered Action
Group (EAG) States during the
2011 Census. The Total Fertility
Rate (TFR) has further decreased

Improvements in mortality in-
dicators, including a remarkable in-
crease in life expectancy from 32
years in 1947 to 70 years in 2019,
indicate progress. The Infant Mor-
tality Rate (IMR) stands at 32 per
1,000 live births with an overall
Contraceptive Prevalence Rate
(CPR) increase from 54% to 67%
at the all-India level. India's demo-
graphic dividend, with 68% of the

pandemic have further highlighted
the importance of targeted ap-
proaches to the health, education
and employment segments.
Importantly, accurate and timely
data are crucial for evidence-based
policymaking; and the high-pow-
ered committee can offer an alter-
native to existing data sources such
as the National Sample Survey
Organisation (NSSO) and NFHS.

Interdisciplinary approach to
population management:

Success hinges on the
committee's interdisciplinary ap-
proach, drawing expertise from de-
mography, public health, econom-
ics, sociology and governance. By
leveraging diverse perspectives, the
committee should identify emerg-
ing issues and assess existing inter-
ventions through rigorous research

Promoting open data initiatives
and transparency in data sharing
enhances access to population data
for researchers, policymakers and
the public. Standardised formats
and data-sharing protocols should
be promoted to facilitate data re-
use, transparency and accountabil-
ity in the research process.

The establishment of a high-pow-
ered committee to address the chal-

transition successfully.

(The writer is an advocate, Orissa
High Court, Addl. Central Govern-
ment Standing Counsel, CAT,
Cuttack Bench, Consulting Editor-
Legal Affairs and Public Policy, The
Pioneer and a Distinguished Ad-
junct Professor of Law and Media
Studies, School of Mass Communi-
cation, KIIT University. Views are
personal)
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Ragging at MKCG College

{st yr student thrashed by seniors;

PNS = BRAHMAPUR

A first year student of the
MKCG Medical College here
sustained injuries after allegedly
being thrashed by seniors.

The matter came to the fore
after the father of the victim
lodged a complaint in this re-
gard with the Baidyanathpur
police.

As per the allegations, the

dC

PNS = BRAHMAPUR

A state-of-the-art ENT (Ear,
nose and throat) hospital, first
of its kind in Brahmapur,
known as "Kavach Sevasadan "
was inaugurated on Monday.
Hospital Managing Director
Dr Priyajeet Panigrahi said the
hospital has facilities like infant
hearing assessments by OAE
and BERA, tonsillectomy by
Coblation assisted surgery , di-
agnosis for vertigo by VNG.
The hospital will also provode
all kinds of endoscopic ear, nose
and throat surgery. Besides, the

Lack of roads in tribal areas

¥

incident took place on the
night of February 9 when the
student, a hostel inmate of
the medical college, had gone
to drop off two of his seniors

e

0p With advance
Ities at B

Sevasadan also will conduct
free ENT camp in every
month at villages to help the
rural poor and needy people
to getadvanced services right
at their doorstep.

The hospital will have
multi-specialty services like
pathology lab and pharma
services. It will provide both
consultancy and treatment
in general medicine, general
surgery, gynaecology, urol-
ogy and gastro surgery by a
team of specialised physicians
of  Brahmapur and
Bhubaneswar.

after a band rehearsal.

While returning, some
other senior students beat him
up, as a result of which he sus-
tained injuries in his face and
neck.

"The student has reported
the matter to the anti-ragging
cell of the college. A probe is
being conducted and neces-
sary action will be taken after
the investigation,” said college

laint file

Principal Santosh Kumar
Mishra.

On the other hand, police
have registered a case and
started an investigation by re-
cording the statement of the
victim and others in this con-
nection. The victim also un-
derwent medical examination.

The accused students have
been asked to appear at the
police station for questioning.

STFarrests wildlite trader in K'mal

[.eopard skin,

pistol seized
PNS m  BHUBANESWAR

T he Special Task Force
(STF) of Crime Branch on
Monday arrested a wildlife
trader from the Daringbadi
area in the Kandhamal district
and seized a leopard skin and
a country-made pistol from his
possession.

The accused was identified
as Gheneswar Pradhan (35) of
Gohibadi village. Pradhan was
nabbed by the STF team with
assistance from the
Kandhamal police and forest
officials.

The accused was nabbed
while trying to strike a deal for
the leopard skin. Moreover, he

was apprehended by the un-
dercover STFO officers who
posed as customers.

During the search, the leop-
ard skin and the country-
made pistol were recovered
from the wildlife smuggler's
possession, said STF SP, KK
Panigrahi.

A case has been registered
under Section 379/411 of the
IPC, Section 25 of the Arms
Act, 1959, and section 51 of
the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972.

The ST said that the skin
would be sent to Director WII,
Derhadun for biological ex-
amination. Similarly the seized
country-made pistol would be
sent to SFS in Bhubaneswar
for ballistic examination.

NHRC seeks report from CS, Koraput DM

m  BHUBANESWAR

The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has
sought a report within four
weeks from the Odishs Chief
Secretary and the Koraput dis-
trict Collector over three tribal
blocks of the district remaining
cut off due to lack of commu-
nication facilities

The commission passed the

direction taking cognizance
of a petition filed by lawyer
and human rights activist
Radhakanta Tripathy.
Tripathy in his petition al-
leged that the residents of
Koraput, Lamataput and
Nandapur blocks remain s cut
from the mainland during the
rainy seasons. Besides, the
locals have to cross the Kolab
Reservoir on a rickety bridge.
The petitioner further

pointed out that hundreds of
habitations located near Kolab
reservoir remain cut off from
the mainland due to submer-
gence after heavy rainfall.

Bodasuku and Lankaput
gram panchayats are situated
justa few kilometres away from
the district headquarters of
Koraput.

However, the residents have
to travel more than 50 km via
Nandapur and Semiliguda to

reach Koraput due to the fail-
ure of government's apathy.
There is no all-weather road
in the area so the locals are fac-
ing extreme misery in com-
muting to hospitals and in
case of fire mishaps.
Improved road communi-
cations to the cut-off areas and
improve access health, educa-
tion and other necessities,
stated Tripathy seeking the
commission's intervention.

INBRIEF

GOLDEN JUBILEE OF BBSR LIONS CLUB HELD

Bhubaneswar: The golden jubilee of the Bhubaneswar Lions
Club was celebrated here in a grand manner. Bhubaneswar
MP Aparajita Sarangi, Khandapada MLA Soumya Ranjan
Patnaik and Justice Durga Prasanna Chaudhury were the

guests and many other eminent persons were present, Ra-
tions were provided to children affected with cancer and
dry food was distributed in the Jeevanjyoti Ashram. Club
president Tapan Kumar Harichandan felicitated the former
presidents, district governors and other members. A souve-
nir edited by Kanhu Charan Prusti was released by the chief
guest. Among others, Lions Ashok Agarwal and Dhirendra
Kumar Dhal were present.

DAVIANS CELEBRATE DAYANAND BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

Bhubaneswar: The bicen-
tennial birth anniversary
of the founder of Arya
Samaj and pioneer of
Vedic education Swami
Dayanand Saraswati was
celebrated at the DAV
Public School,
Chandrasekharpur here amidst various activities on Mon-
day. Two hundred students dressed as Swamiji covered the
Sailashreevihar area in a padayatra with his age-old mes-
sages. School Principal Dr Sujata Sahu appealed to follow
the ideals of Swamiji in every aspect to accomplish the real
essence of Vedic education. A holy havan with 200 deco-
rated earthen pots was performed to mark the occasion.
Later, the students visited a nearby old age home and do-
nated essential commodities to the inmates.

LOVEBIRDS FOUND HANGING IN NABARANGPUR

Nabarangpur: A young man and a girl were found hanging
inside a pump house at Bujra village under the Umarkote
police limits in Nabarangpur district on Monday. The de-
ceased were identified as Sanadhara Bhatra and Priyanka
Gond. Though the reason behind the deaths was yet to be
ascertained, it was suspected that the two were in a relation-
ship and took the extreme step fearing that their kin won't
agree for their marriage. Police recovered the bodies for post-
mortem and initiated an investigation into the incident.

STUDENTS CALL BANDH IN ' SUGUDA OVER HIGHER EDUCATION NEGLECT

Jharsuguda: Normal life was affected when a students'
organisation called a 12-hour bandh over various issues in
Jharsuguda district on Monday. While shops and other com-
mercial establishments remained closed, vehicular traffic
continued as usual. Various associations and social

organisations lent support to the strike, which was called
over poor state of affairs of higher education in the district.
The agitators raised concerns including absence of a gov-
ernment college and demands for establishment of Plus III
college for 19 villages in bordering areas of Lakhanpur block,
setting up of PG, B.Ed, Mining Engineering, Government
Engineering College, etc.

FIRE BREAKS OUT AT P’KHEMUNDI MUNICIPALITY OFFICE

Paralakhemundi: A major fire broke out at the
Paralakhemundi Municipality Office on Sunday night, dam-
aging many crucial documents. Fortunately, no injuries
were reported in the incident. Several important documents,
including some related to the upcoming elections, were
reduced to ashes. Fire Service personnel rushed to the place
and extinguished the flames. The exact cause of the fire was
under investigation though it was suspected to have been
triggered by an electrical short circuit.

322 TRIBAL PEOPLE GET LAND PATTAS IN JAJPUR

Jajpur; Sukinda MLA and Minister Pritiranjan Ghadei
handed over land pattas to 322 tribal families of Nachipur,
Nadiabhanga, Salijnga gram panchayats under Danagadi
block in Jajpur district on Monday. All the tribal families of
the State would get their land rights from the State Gov-
ernment, he said.

AMA ODISHA AWARENESS PROGRAMME IN BALANGA

Balanga: A pnachayat-level Ama Odisha Nabin Odisha aware-
ness programme was organised here on Friday which

Nimapara MLA Samir Ranjan Dash inaugurated. Dash referred
to various developmental works and public welfare schemes of
the State Government for rural areas. Among others, Nimapara
Block BJD president Ashok Kumar Sahoo, ZP Member Pradipta
Kumar Khatoi, Balanga Sarapanch Anjali Pradhan, PS Mem-
ber Prakash Kumar Sahoo, VLW Subhakanta Mohanty, Block
JE Gauranga Sethi attended as guests of honour. Four women
SHGs were felicitated at the function.

SEMINAR ON TEACHERS’ EDUCATION AT BALANGA COLLEGE

Balanga: The Education De- |
partment of Balanga College |
organised a national seminar
on teachers' education. Prof
Hemanta Kumar Khandai,
Education Department head Barkatulla Un1vers1ty of
Bhopal, joined as chief guest. Prof Lokanath Mishra of
Mizoram University was chief speaker. Prof Purna Chandra
Behera of Baleswar Teachers Education Institute and Prof
Rina Tiwari of Jabalpur University were guests of honour.
Over 40 students presented their thesis. A book written by
Dr Prados Kumar Pati was inaugurated. Lecturer Dr Sasmita
Sahoo spoke about the objectives of the programme.

Nua-0 State Level
Cricket Gompetition

Shree Jagannath Cricket Stadium, Puri

Balangir

- ODISHA

INDIA'S BEST KEPT SECRET

G

13 February, 2024

Women's Final

Vs

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Nabarangpur

Men's Final
02:00 PM to 04:00 PM ,

Kendrapada

Vs

Nayagarh

DSPL-648

Shri Naveen Patnaik

Hon'ble Chief Minister, Odisha

Amount of Cash Awards to Winning Teams

Cash Award in Rs.

Champion Team Prize

72.00 lakhs

Runner Up Prize Money

¥1.00 lakh

3rd & 4th Prize

¥50,000/-

Best Player of the Tournament

.

210,000/-

OIPR-29001/13/0230/2324




BHUBANESWAR | TUESDAY | FEBRUARY 13, 2024

Navy veterans on death row in

Qatar thank Modi for release

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Amid chants of 'Bharat Mata
ki Jai', the Indian Navy vet-
erans returned to Delhi early
Monday morning and thanked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for his intervention in the
issue.

“It wouldn't have been possible
for us to stand here without the
intervention of PM Modi. And
it also happened due to the
continuous efforts of the
Government of India,” one of
the Navy veterans said.

His colleague voiced similar
sentiments and said, “We wait-
ed almost for 18 months to be
back in India. We are extreme-
ly grateful to the Prime
Minister. It wouldn't have been
possible without his personal
intervention and his equation
with Qatar”

“We are grateful to the
Government of India from the
bottom of our hearts for every
effort that has been made and
this day wouldn't have been
possible without those efforts,”
he added.

Dr Meetu Bhargava,
Commander Purnendu
Tiwari's sister, said her broth-
er had not come home yet but
he had been freed and the fam-

ily was very happy.

“If my brother had come, our
happiness would have been
complete;” she told PTI Videos
in Gwalior while thanking the
prime minister, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and the
government as well as the
Emir\The BJP credited the
government for the release of
the former Navy personnel
asserting that the protection of
interests of Indians, wherever
they may be, has been a prior-
ity of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Union Minister Smriti
Irani told reporters that the
manner in which the Navy vet-
erans have returned to India is
due to the government's special
efforts.

Referring to the evacuation of
Indians at different points of

time from Ukraine, Sudan and
Nepal during crises, Irani said
“ghar wapsi” and protection of
interests of Indians, wherever
they may be in the world, have
been Prime Minister Modi's
priority.

The release of eight jailed for-
mer Indian Navy personnel
nearly three-and-a-half months
after they were handed down
death sentences is a “big diplo-
matic win” for India, BJP
Spokesperson Shazia Ilmi said.
“It seemed at one point of
time it will be very difficult to
make it happen. But they have
come back safe and sound.
That is great news for every
Indian. It shows how much the
words of the Indian foreign
ministry and Prime Minister
(Narendra Modi) matter,” Ilmi

said.

“It is a big diplomatic win for
India. It shows how India has
negotiated so well that we have
our Navy veterans back,” she
said.The Congress expressed
relief and happiness at Qatar
releasing eight former Indian
naval personnel nearly three
and a half months after they
were handed down death sen-
tences, and it greeted them and
their families.

In a post on X', Congress gen-
eral secretary Jairam Ramesh
said, “The Indian National
Congress joins the entire nation
in its relief and happiness that
the eight former Indian Navy
personnel earlier sentenced to
death by a court in Qatar have
been released and are back
home” “It sends its greetings
and good wishes to them and
their families,” he said.

Senior Congress leader and for-
mer minister of state for exter-
nal affairs Shashi Tharoor said
the release of the Indians was “a
huge relief””It's a huge relief —
and a matter of quiet celebration
for all Indians — that eight of
our compatriots who were sen-
tenced to death in Qatar have
been freed & returned home.
Congratulations to all those
who worked quietly behind the
scenes for their release;” he said.

nation 04

Army Chief on US vistt to strengthen,
expand bilateral military engagement

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Army Chief General Manoj
Pande on Monday left for
the US on a four-day visit
aimed at exploring ways to fur-
ther strengthen and expand
bilateral military engagement.
The Army described General
Pande's visit from February 13
to 16 as “significant” and said
it underscores deepening mil-
itary cooperation between the
two countries.

He will engage in high-level
discussions and interactions
with General Randy George,
Chief of Staff of the US Army,
and other senior American
military leaders.

“This visit underscores the
deepening military cooperation
and strategic partnership
between India and the United
States, aiming to further
strengthen defence cooperation
and foster stronger bonds
between the armies of both
nations,” the Army said.
Highlights of the visit include
a prestigious US Army Honour
Guard ceremony, a solemn lay-
ing of the wreath at the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier in the
Arlington National Cemetery
and a comprehensive tour of
the Pentagon.

These engagements symbolise

the respect and mutual com-
mitment towards global peace
and security shared between
the two countries, the Army
said. “This visit is another
milestone in the Indo-US
defence relationship, reflecting
a mutual desire to enhance mil-
itary collaboration, exchange
strategic perspectives on glob-
al threat perceptions, and work
together toward future force
development and modernisa-
tion,” it said.

“The engagements between
General Manoj Pande and
senior leadership of the United
States Army are poised to yield
substantive outcomes, fostering
an environment conducive to
shared security interests and
defence cooperation,” it said.
Ideas will be exchanged on cru-
cial topics such as the trans-

formation in the Indian Army,
global threat perception, future
force development and mod-
ernisation, and co-production
and co-development initia-
tives, officials said. These dis-
cussions are aimed at sharing
insights, ideas, and best prac-
tices between the two armies,
they said.

Pande's itinerary includes a
visit to the Army Geospatial
Centre at Fort Belvoir, the
National Defence University at
Fort McNair and interactions
with the leadership at
Headquarters 1 Corps.

He will also engage with units
at the forefront of military
innovation and strategy, includ-
ing the Stryker Unit, 1st Multi-
Domain Task Force, the first
Special Forces Group at Seattle
and the Defence Innovation

Unit in San Francisco.

A visit to the California
National Guard is also planned,
highlighting the comprehensive
nature of the visit aimed at
exploring avenues for more
significant training, co-devel-
opment and co-production
engagements, according to an
Army statement.

General George had recently
visited India for the Indo-
Pacific ~Army  Chiefs
Conference (IPACC) that was
jointly hosted by the Indian
Army and the US Army. The
conference was attended by 18
Chiefs of Armies and 12 coun-
tries represented by heads of
delegations.

During IPACC, General
George and General Pande
engaged in constructive dia-
logue, addressing a wide range
of issues related to military
cooperation.

“The Indian Army and the
United States Army share a
commitment to peace, democ-
racy, and stability across
regions. This tour epitomises
the shared values and interests
that underpin the partnership
between India and the United
States, aiming at a future of
enhanced cooperation and
mutual development in defence
and security domains,” the
Army said.

BJP Government gave 1.5 times more
Jobs than previous dispensation: Modi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said his
Government has given 1.5
times more jobs in its 10
years than the previous dis-
pensation did in the same
duration.

Handing over recruitment
letters to government jobs to
more than one lakh young-
sters via video conference
during a Rozgar Mela pro-
gramme, Modi castigated the
previous government for tak-
ing an inordinately “long
time” to complete recruit-
ment exercises and said it
bred bribery.

The prime minister said his
government has brought
transparency and is working
to ensure that recruitment is
done in a time-bound man-
ner. Youngsters now believe
that they all have equal
opportunity and can find a
place for themselves in the
government system through
hard work and talent, he said.
The prime minister asserted
that the measures taken by his
government, be it a scheme
for rooftop solar power for
one crore homes or the mas-

sive investment in infra-
structure, have been creating
a lot of employment oppor-
tunities.

With over 1.25 lakh start-ups,
India is the third largest eco-
system in the sector, and
youngsters are launching new
firms in even smaller cities, he
said, adding that it is creating
lakhs of jobs.

Modi said 40,000 modern
coaches like those used in the
Vande Bharat trains will be
manufactured and included in
normal trains to increase con-
venience and comfort for pas-
sengers. Accusing previous
governments of not paying
due attention to the railways,
he said the entire sector is
transforming now.

“They neglected the com-
mon people's expectations,”
Modi said, attacking the pre-
vious governments.

The prime minister said his
government has extended tax
rebates to start-ups and has
announced a fund of Rs 1
lakh crore for research and
innovation.

Highlighting the far-reaching
impact of connectivity, Modi
spoke of new markets, expan-
sion of tourism, new busi-
nesses and the creation of

lakhs of jobs due to this.
“Investment in infrastructure
is being ramped up to accel-
erate development,” he said,
adding that Rs 11 lakh crore
has been earmarked for
investment in infrastructure
in the recent budget.
'Rozgar Melas' have played a
crucial role in enhancing the
contribution of the country's
young population in nation-
building, the prime minister
said, adding that a sizeable
number of recruits will join
the Central Armed Police
Forces.

Recruitment examinations in
the forces have now begun to
be conducted in 13 Indian
languages apart from Hindi
and English, he said, adding
that this will give equal
opportunity to candidates.
On the occasion, he also laid
the foundation stone of phase
I of the integrated complex
“Karmayogi Bhavan” here.
This complex will promote
collaboration and synergy
among various pillars of
'Mission Karmayogi'. The
recruits will be joining the
government in various min-
istries and departments,
according to a statement
issued earlier.

Mild heat waves contribute
more to mortality than
extreme ones, says study

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Surprisingly, mild heat
waves, despite being more
common, contribute more to
mortality over time compared
to extreme heat waves. This
has been revealed by a study
conducted in India in ten
cities, underscoring the impor-
tance of investigating the
health risks associated with
temporarily elevated temper-
atures, especially as heat waves
are projected to become more
common due to climate
change.

The research, published in
the journal Environment
International, analyzed excess
mortality with different cli-
mate zones over a decade
from 2008 to 2019.
Surprisingly, the mildest heat
waves were found to be the
deadliest due to their fre-
quency. Researchers in their
study published in journal
Environment International
called for adjusting heat warn-
ing systems to trigger warn-
ings at lower temperatures to
protect more people.

They emphasized the need
for policymakers to plan for
both mild and extreme heat
waves to safeguard public
health effectively.

By selecting the days that were
hotter than 95, 97 or 99 per-
cent of all days in the differ-
ent regions, the researchers led
by Jeroen de Bont from
Karolinska Institutet in
Sweden were able to create dif-
ferent definitions of heatwaves
and examine the health risks
associated with them.
Unsurprisingly, the hottest
and longest heat waves, those
that were hotter than 99 per-
cent of days and lasted at least

five days, increased mortality
the most - by over 33 percent.
Heatwaves that were hotter
than 95 percent of all days and
lasted only one day increased
mortality the least - by just
over 10 percent.

“This is also because the
milder heatwaves were so
much more common than the
hotter ones. In the end, the
most extreme heat waves
turned out to cause the lowest
number of deaths because
they were so infrequent. One
consequence of this may be
that heat warnings may need
to be triggered at lower tem-
perature thresholds to protect
more people,” said Jeroen de
Bont.

The researchers now argue
that policymakers and other
stakeholders need to under-
stand and plan for both the rel-
atively mild, short and com-
mon, and the extreme, long
and uncommon heatwaves in
order to offer relevant mea-
sures to protect public health
in the future.

The study suggests that cur-
rent heat warning systems
may need adjustments to trig-
ger warnings at lower tem-
perature thresholds in order to
protect more people, given
the significant impact of mild
heat waves on mortality.
Additionally, the researchers
emphasize the importance of
policymakers and stakeholders
planning for both mild, short-
duration heat waves and
extreme, long-duration ones to
implement effective measures
to protect public health in the
face of increasing tempera-
tures. This comprehensive
approach is essential for mit-
igating the health risks asso-
ciated with heat waves in the
future, the study said.

Modi meets
family of
Karpaoori
Thakur

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday met fam-
ily members of former Bihar
Chief Minister late Karpoori
Thakur, who was bestowed
Bharat Ratna, the nation's high-
est civilian award, last month.
The family members of the
prominent socialist leader, led
by his son Rajya Sabha mem-
ber and JD(U) leader Ram
Nath Thakur, met the prime
minister at his 7, Lok Kalyan
Marg residence.

“Very happy to meet the fam-
ily members Bharat Ratna
awardee Jananayak Karpoori
Thakur ji. Karpoori ji has been
the messiah of the backward
and deprived sections of the
society, whose life and ideals
will continue to inspire the
countrymen,” the prime min-
ister said.

Ram Nath Thakur said he
thanked the prime minister for
the honour on behalf of his
family, on behalf of Bihar and
on behalf of the oppressed,
Dalits, and backward commu-
nities.

“It was a joyous moment for us,
just like a second Diwali.
Crackers were burst and sweets
were distributed,” Ranjit
Kumar, the former chief min-
ister's grandson said.

He said the prime minister
called them a day after the
award was announced. He
spoke with every family mem-
ber and invited them to meet
him in Delhi, he added. “I felt
that the prime minister was one
amongst our family;” he said.

Fondly known as Jan Nayak,
Karpoori Thakur served as the
chief minister of Bihar from
December 1970 to June 1971
and from December 1977 to
April 1979.

Place runway safety teams
to curb flight overshooting,
DGCA asks stakeholders

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

To prevent instances of
runway incursions at air-
ports, aviation watchdog
DGCA has asked stakehold-
ers to put in place a runway
safety team at all airports
and adopt technologies to
improve situational aware-
ness, among other measures.
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
issued a circular in view of the
collision of planes due to
runway incursion at the
Haneda airport in Japan last
month. Apart from estab-
lishing a runway safety team
at all aerodromes and ensur-
ing their effective functioning,
the regulator has emphasised
on comprehensive training
for pilots, air traffic con-
trollers, aircraft maintenance
engineers, and drivers oper-
ating inside an airport.

Air Traffic Controllers
(ATCs) should ensure that
stop bars are switched on to
signal a stop and switched off
to indicate traffic may pro-
ceed.

In no case, aircraft or vehicles
be instructed to cross illumi-
nated red stop bars, DGCA
said in a release on Monday.
Further, the watchdog said
that aerodromes, ATCs and
airlines should implement
contingency measures to cater
to unserviceable stop bars.
Another recommendation is
adoption of technological
interventions to improve sit-
uational awareness, thereby
assisting Air Traffic Control
(ATC) and other stakeholders
to identify the traffic within
the manoeuvering area.
Other recommendations
include ensuring adherence to
standard procedures by all

T

involved personnel/stake-
holders, and recognising the
influence of human factors on
performance, which may con-
tribute to runway incursions.

The rate of runway incur-
sions are decreasing and by
ensuring a proactive approach
among all stakeholders, the
risk of such incidents can be
reduced further, according to
DGCA. In a fatal incident on
January 2, a large passenger
plane and a Japanese coast
guard aircraft collided on the
runway at the Haneda airport
and burst into flames. Five
people onboard the plane of
the coast guard were killed.
The incident happened due
to runway incursion by
Japanese coast guard's DHC-
8 aircraft when Japan Airlines
aircraft was in the process of
landing.

Following the incident,
DGCA undertook a review of
its existing requirements and
safety measures in place for
runway safety and prevention
of runway incursions. In
August last year, a mishap was
averted at the Delhi airport
involving two Vistara planes
as the air traffic controller
inadvertently gave clearance
for crossing and take off of
two different aircraft on the
same runway at the same
time before cancelling the
take off.

97 per cent of migratory fish at risk of extinction: Study

PNS B NEW DELHI

Overexploitation includ-
ing hunting and fishing,
both targeted and incidental
has emerged as the greatest
threat for many migratory
species, surpassing habitat
loss and fragmentation, a
global report has painted a
grim picture of the migrato-
ry species world with one in
five such species threatened
with extinction.

At the same time, 44 per cent
have a decreasing population
trend, according to the United
Nations' first 'State of the
World's Migratory Species'
report released on Monday.
The situation is particularly
dire for aquatic ecosystems,
where a staggering 97 per cent
of migratory fish are at risk of
extinction.

These fishes are listed for
protection under the
Convention on Migratory
Species (CMS).

According to the report, 82
per cent of the species listed

under Appendix I of the con-
vention are threatened with
extinction, and 76 per cent
have a declining population
trend. Eighteen per cent of
Appendix II species are glob-
ally threatened, with almost
half (42 per cent) showing
decreasing population trends.
The convention's Appendix I
lists migratory species which
are endangered. Appendix II

lists migratory spec1es “which
have an unfavourable conser-
vation status and require
international agreements for
their conservation and man-
agement”. The report also
identifies 399 globally threat-
ened and near-threatened
migratory species (mainly
birds and fish) that are not yet
listed in the CMS Appendices
that may benefit from inter-

national protection.
According to CMS Executive
Secretary Amy Fraenkel,
overexploitation (hunting and
fishing, both targeted and
incidental) emerges as the
greatest threat for many
migratory species, surpassing
habitat loss and fragmenta-
tion.

The report said the habitat
fragmentation resulting from
dams is currently greatest in
East Asia, Europe, the Indian
sub-continent, North
America, and Southern
Africa. By-catch of non-target
species in fisheries is a lead-
ing cause of mortality of
many CMS-listed marine
species.

Other key threats to migra-
tory species include pollution
(including light and noise
pollution), climate change,
and invasive species.

Inger Anderson, the
Executive Director of the
United Nations' Environment
Programme (UNEP), said the
report is a significant step for-

ward in the development of a
conservation roadmap for
migratory species. “Given the
precarious situation of many
of these animals, and their
critical role for healthy and
well-functioning ecosystems,
we must not miss this chance
to act - starting now by
urgently implementing the
recommendations set out in
this report,” she said.

Action under the Convention
is crucial for achieving the
global commitments set out
in the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity
Framework, including com-
mitments to restore and
establish well-connected net-
works of protected areas, halt
human-induced extinctions,
and ensure that any taking of
wild species is sustainable,
safe, and legal

Established in 1979, the CMS
focuses on bringing countries
and stakeholders together to
agree on the actions needed to
ensure that migratory species
survive and thrive.

Undertake

ARCHANA JYOTI ® NEW DELHI

Expressing concern that
there have been frequent
instances of birds and ani-
mals—both wild and domesti-
cated — trapped in hazardous
situations such as building
ledges, pits, open drainage,
and fire to name a few, the
Animal Welfare Board of India
(AWRBI) has urged all the Chief
Fire Services across the
States/UTs to undertake
prompt compassionate rescue
operations so as to ensure well-
being of the animals, prevent-
ing unnecessary stress and
fatalities.

“It is pertinent to mention that
each year, a multitude of ani-
mals find themselves trapped
in precarious locations such as
building ledges, pits, open
drainage or wells, overhead
wires, trees, and other chal-
lenging situations,” said AWBI
chairman OP Chaudhary in
his letter written recently to all

Drompt rescue of
animals, AWBI urges fire services

the Chief Fire Services across
the States.

However, animals and birds,
including domesticated pets
and wildlife, often suffer and
perish due to stress and star-
vation when not rescued
promptly. Lack of skilled rescue
workers and equipment further
complicates timely rescue
efforts.

“It is observed that your
department's firefighters are
widely acknowledged for their
dedication and longstanding
history of saving lives, includ-
ing those of animals” AWBI

Chief said to the fire officials in
the letter while referring the
Standing Fire Advisory
Committee/ Council, consti-
tuted by the Union Home
Ministry that recommends the
provision of special services for
rescuing animals, offered free
of charge for all types of life res-
cues.

Besides Chief Fire Services,
the AWBI Chief has also writ-
ten to Chief Wildlife Wardens
across the country to ensure
their local service units are
equipped and prepared to pro-
vide proficient animal rescue
services, collaborating with
animal welfare organizations.
Chaudhary also stressed the
importance of reporting details
of animal lives lost, injured, and
rescued, and recommended
that the Union Animal
Husbandry and Wildlife
Departments offer necessary
support, including training, to
the State Fire Service
Departments.
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Manipur passing through
troubled times, says CM

Government working to make future better: Biren Singh

PTI B IMPHAL

Manipur Chief Minister N
Biren Singh described the
current situation in the state as
a battle for survival and iden-
tity, reflecting the gravity of the
challenges being confronted.
Speaking at the launch of a skill
development programme here
on Monday, Singh emphasised
the need to address the crisis
facing the state.

“We are passing through trou-
bled times. The crisis we are
facing today is one of struggle
for existence, survival, and
identity. The properties and
identity, inherited over cen-
turies, have now become inse-
cure due to the lack of vision of
certain politicians. Our gener-
ation is insecure today, so the
government is working to
make your future secure,” he
said.

Ll

Singh also highlighted Union
Home Minister Amit Shah’s
post on social media regarding
the cancellation of the India-
Myanmar Free Movement
Regime (FMR), underscoring
its importance in addressing
internal security and demo-
graphic challenges.

He stressed that the govern-
ment’s actions, including fenc-
ing and the cancellation of
FMR, aim to ensure a safe and
secure future, thereby putting
an end to widespread illegal
immigration and activities like
drug smuggling and arms traf-
ficking.

“The insecurity we have today
will not be faced by the gener-
ations to come. That is why we
are bearing all the criticisms,”
Singh added.

Addressing the launch of
Honda India Foundation’s pro-
ject ‘Buniyaad -
Aatmanirbharta Ka Adhaar,
Singh expressed gratitude to
the foundation for choosing
Manipur.

He praised the people of the
state for their gentle nature, dis-
cipline, and cleanliness.
Foundation trustee Vinay
Dhingra said, “With Project
Buniyad, we envision a
brighter future for the youth
of Manipur where learning
knows no bounds and oppor-
tunities are limitless. It is our
sincere belief that by invest-
ing in skill development, we
are investing in self and soci-
etal development”

nation 05

Siddaramaiah slams arrest of
Karnataka farmers heading to Delhi

PTI W BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Monday
condemned the arrest of farm-
ers from the State in Bhopal
when they were on their way to
New Delhi to take part in a
protest and urged the Madhya
Pradesh government to release
them immediately.

According to farmers’ body
Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM), around 100 farmers
from Karnataka, who were
travelling in a train to the
national capital to participate in
the protest on February 13,
were stopped at Bhopal by the
state police.

Taking to social media platform
X; Siddaramaiah said the arrest
of Hubballi farmers by the
Madhya Pradesh government,
as they were heading to New
Delhi to take part in the protest,
is highly condemnable.

“I demand that the Madhya
Pradesh government immedi-
ately release all the farmers
from our state who have been
arrested and allow them to par-
ticipate in the protest at Jantar

Mantar in Delhi tomorrow.
Although it is the government
of Madhya Pradesh that has
made the arrests, it is clear that
the criminal brain behind this
act is the central BJP govern-
ment led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,” he alleged in
the post.

The Chief Minister further
said that by arresting and
intimidating them, the farmers’
struggle cannot be suppressed.
“Such repression might only
lead more farmers to take to the
streets, but the struggle of the
sons and daughters of the soil
will not cease. If the Central
government truly cares about

peace and order, it should
immediately meet the demands
of the farmers and resolve the
issue, rather than repressing
and brutalizing them to
silence,” he said.

Terming the BJP as anti-farmer,
Siddaramaiah further alleged
that whether it’s at the Centre
or in the states, whenever the
BJP comes to power, history
bears witness that their first act
of aggression is against farmers.
“The first time the BJP came to
power in Karnataka, farmers
asking for fertilizers were ruth-
lessly shot down by the gov-
ernment led by B S
Yediyurappa. Several farmers

died due to the violence inflict-
ed on protesting farmers in
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh by
Narendra Modi’s government
at the Centre,” he alleged in his
post.

“Looking at the current actions
of the Narendra Modi govern-
ment, it seems their main aim
is to intimidate the farmers into
submission,” he charged.
Earlier in the day, addressing
a press conference in Delhi,
Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM) South India Convenor
Shanthakumar said he was also
travelling with the group in the
train and “the police stopped us
at the Bhopal station, and some
of our members were injured”
Shanthakumar somehow man-
aged to reach the national
Capital.

Several farmer associations,
mostly from Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana and Punjab, have
called for a march on February
13 to demand a law guaran-
teeing Minimum Support Price
for their produce, one of the
conditions they had set when
they agreed to withdraw their
agitation in 2021.

More Central forces deployed
in curfew hit Banbhoolpura

PTI B HALDWANI

Additional paramilitary
forces were deployed
Monday in the town’s
Banbhoolpura area where vio-
lence erupted last week after
authorities demolished an “ille-
gally built” madrasa, officials
said.

Nainital District Magistrate
Vandana Singh said 120 arms
licences have been cancelled in
Banbhoolpura and the police
are trying to trace people who
took part in the rioting on
February 8 in which police per-
sonnel and municipal corpo-
ration workers were attacked
and a police station set on fire.

Six people, including five
alleged to be rioters, were killed
while 60 people were injured in
the violence, officials said.
“Every effort is being made to
maintain peace in Haldwani,”
Singh said.

She added that the situation in
all areas of Haldwani, includ-
ing Banbhoolpura, is now “nor-
mal and under control”.

Nainital Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Prahlad Meena
said additional companies of
central paramilitary forces have
been deployed at sensitive
places in Banbhoolpura.

Earlier, over 1,000 security per-

sonnel were already deployed
in the area.

The curfew has been lifted in
the rest of Haldwani except the
Banbhoolpura area, after which
the administration has started
streamlining the essential ser-
vices, the officials said.
“Buses, trains and other essen-
tial services have been started
in Haldwani. Schools and mar-
kets have opened.

The restrictions are limited to
Banbhoolpura,” the DM said.

SSP Meena said essential com-
modities are being supplied to
the residents of the curfew-hit
area and more facilities will also
be provided to them soon.
Banbhoolpura Primary Health
Centre and the medical stores
in the area have been opened

and gas cylinders are also being
supplied to the residents,
Meena said.

General manager of Kumaon
Mandal Development
Corporation A P Vajpayee said
gas cylinders are also being dis-
tributed in other curfew-affect-
ed areas like Kidwai Nagar,
Indira Nagar, and Nai Basti
among others.

Along with this, vendors of
vegetables, milk and other
essential items are being
allowed into the Banbhoolpura
area, he said.

The police have so far arrest-
ed 30 people on charges of
inciting violence during the
demolition of the “illegal”
madrasa and a structure where
namaz was held.

PTI B THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government on
Monday said it will not
comply with the Union
Governments directive to dis-
play signboards and flexes
featuring photos of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
along with the National Food
Security Act (NFSA) logo at
ration shops across the state.
Responding to a question
posed by IUML MLA P
Abdul Hameed in the assem-
bly, Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said the selfie cam-
paign, at a time when the Lok
Sabha polls are around the
corner, was part of BJP’s elec-
tion campaign.

“This campaign is at a time
when the Lok Sabha polls are
around the corner and it is
clear that this is part of their
(BJP’s) election campaign. We
will point this out and inform
the Union government that
this is not right and will be
difficult to implement. We
will also see whether we can
approach the Election

Kerala not to disp
Modi picture, selfie
noints at ration st

dy
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Commission over this issue,”
Vijayan said.

Earlier, state Minister for
Food and Civil Supplies, G R
Anil said the Centre had
issued directions to display
flex and banners featuring
the prime minister’s photo
across over 14,000 ration
shops in Kerala.

He said the Centre also gave
instructions to install the
PMs selfie points at select 550
ration shops and asked the
officials to inspect the same.
It also issued directions to use
carry bags with its logo.
Anil said the state govern-
ment will

not implement such cam-
paigns during the election
year.

Assam Government ready for
talks with ULFA (1): Minister

PTI B GUWAHATI

The Assam government is
ready to hold peace talks
with the hardliner ULFA
(Independent) and doors for
negotiations with its chief
Paresh Barua are open,
Parliamentary Affairs minis-
ter Pijush Hazarika said in the
state Assembly on Monday.
The Barua-led faction has
remained outside the ambit of
negotiations even as a peace
pact has been signed with the
pro-talks group, Hazarika
said.

Responding to a discussion
on the recently-signed tri-
partite peace agreement with
ULFA, Hazarika, on behalf of
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma who also holds
the Home department, said
the government is willing to
hold talks with the ULFA (I)
also. “The ULFA had split into
two groups, and the one led
by Arabinda Rajkhowa and
Anup Chetia, had come for-
ward for talks and the peace
pact was signed. The other
faction, led by Barua, is yet to
engage in talks and rechris-
tened itself as ULFA (I)”, he
said.

“The government has been

repeatedly urging Paresh
Barua to come for talks and
we feel that peace will be fur-
ther strengthened in the state
if his faction also come over-
ground”, the minister added.
The matter was raised by
opposition Congress MLA
Kamalakshya Dey
Purkayastha, who raised
apprehensions over the utili-
ty of the peace agreement
when one of the faction was
not a signatory.

The pro-talks ULFA had
signed the agreement with the
Central and state government
in New Delhi on December
29 last year.

Hazarika, replying to a ques-

tion by another Congress leg-
islator Bharat Chandra Narah,
laid in the House that the
peace agreement with the
ULFA has 12 clauses.
Among these are clauses deal-
ing with political demands,
Scheduled Tribe status for
six communities, reservations
in education and jobs, illegal
migration, and matters deal-
ing with identity, culture, her-
itage, etc.

The minister said a joint
committee comprising repre-
sentatives of Central and state
governments and the ULFA
will monitor the implemen-
tation of the various clauses
from time to time.

Next hearing on
Soren plea against
ED on February 27

PTI I RANCHI

he High Court of

Jharkhand on Monday
adjourned the hearing on a
petition filed by arrested ex-
chief minister Hemant Soren
against the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) till February
27.
The court will again hear the
plea on that day.
It asked the federal agency to
file a consolidated affidavit.
Advocate General Rajeev
Ranjan said they had chal-
lenged the arrest of the former
chief minister, and the high
court allowed their amended
application to be submitted.
“ED has been directed to give
a consolidated reply. The court
has fixed February 27 as the
date for final disposal. The
amendment to our applica-
tion has been allowed...Now
hearing will be on the turn of
events (leading to Hemant
Soren’s arrest). This is a good
indication, now we can place all
the facts before the court,
Ranjan, Soren’s counsel, said.
Senior advocate Kapil Sibal
argued on behalf of Soren.

Additional solicitor general SV
Raju appeared on behalf of the
central agency.

“In our amendment prayer,
we have said that the entire
process (initiated by the ED
against Hemant Soren) is moti-
vated by malice.

There was no crime but inquiry
was on against a sitting chief
minister...ED acted beyond its
power. We have challenged the
entire proceeding by the ED. It
is illegal” the advocate gener-
al said.

The high court had on
February 5 asked the central
agency to file its reply on
Soren’s petition.

The JMM leader was arrested
by the Enforcement Directorate
on January 31 in a money
laundering case linked to an
alleged land fraud.

On February 2, he was remand-
ed to ED custody by a special
PMLA (Prevention of Money
Laundering Act) court in
Ranchi for five days.

Later, the court had on
February 7 extended the ED
remand of the former chief
minister by five days in the
money laundering case.

INDIA

PTI W KORBA

Senior Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on Monday
said the opposition INDIA
bloc is strong and all con-
stituents will soon finalise seat
sharing for the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls. Addressing a press
conference in Barpali village in
Chhattisgarh’s Korba district,
he said Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar’s JD(U) as well as
the Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD)
quitting the Congress-led bloc
will not have any impact.
“INDIA alliance is strong.

Nitish ji has done volte-face
and RLD is trying to do the
same. There were 28 parties in
the alliance and two have left.
However, discussion is under-
way with AAP, DMK, NCP,
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv

bloc Strong desp1te Nitish exit: Ramesh

Sena (UBT) and Mamta
Banerjee ji over seat sharing
(for Lok Sabha polls),” he said.
“We are strong and soon seat
sharing in different states will
be given a final touch,” he
added. Attacking Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Ramesh said the former spoke
about ‘one nation, one tax’
and ‘one nation, one election’
but in reality it has become
about “one nation, one com-
pany” in the last 10 years (of
NDA rule). The Congress and
Rahul Gandhi are raising their
voice against this capitalism
through the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
and ‘Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra, he
said, adding that inflating was
rising while the unemploy-
ment rate was the highest in the
last 45 years.

“In Bastar (during Assembly

poll campaigning), the PM
said NMDC’s steel plant will
not be privatised but he has
been engaged in selling for the
last three years. Former chief
minister Bhupesh Baghel had
exposed it. In this way, all eco-
nomic policies are being adopt-
ed to benefit one friend, one

company; he alleged. “Jungles
are being cut and coal mines
are being given.

If Modi ji retains power at the
Centre, the NTPC’s power
plant will also be sold. Even
Bhilai, Bokaro, Durgapur and
Rourkela are in danger as the
PM and his special friend don't

want to leave any PSU,” he said.
Ramesh went on to joke about
LK Advani getting the Bharat
Ratna by saying the “typist
committed a mistake” and
typed the BJP stalwart’s name
instead of “Adani”. When asked
about Congress prospects in
the Lok Sabha polls, he said,

“You may recall the film ‘Bees
Saal Baad’ starring Biswajit
and Waheeda Rehman. In
2003, we lost Assembly polls in
Chbhattisgarh, Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh but the
Congress-led UPA formed gov-
ernment at the Centre in 2004.
What happened in 2004 will be
replicated in 2024, he assert-
ed. In 2004, it (BJP’s poll cam-
paign) was about ‘India
Shining” and in 2024 it is
about ‘India vishwaguru,
Ramesh said. “You will see

surprising results (in the Lok
Sabha polls),” he claimed.
Asked if Rahul Gandhi will be
the face of the opposition
alliance, he showed the palm

(the Congress’ symbol) and
said it would be the face.

“In our country elections are

not fought between two per-
sons. Sorry to say but it’s not a
beauty contest. It is contested
between parties based on ide-
ologies, manifesto and election
campaigns.
The question is not who will be
PM or CM, the question is
which political party is going to
form the government,” he said.
The system followed in India is
not the American system (pres-
idential) but parliamentary
democracy and it should con-
tinue to remain so, Ramesh
added.

DMK regime ignored advice to show due respect to national anthem: TN Raj Bhavan

PTI B CHENNAI

Governor RN Ravi’s advice to the Tamil
Nadu government to show due respect to
the national anthem and play it at the begin-
ning and end of the Governor’s customary
address to the Assembly was ignored by the
DMK regime, the Raj Bhavan alleged on

Monday.

Speaker M Appavu launched a tirade in the
Assembly against the Governor and called him
a follower of Nathuram Godse’ and hence, the
Governor, with due regard to the dignity of
his office, left the House. The Speaker’s con-
duct was unbecoming of his office, lowered
the dignity of his chair and grace of the House,

it said.

Alleging misleading claims and facts in the
address, the Governor’s office said had Ravi

read out the address it would have amount-

ed to ‘Constitutional travesty’

Explaining the sequence of events that unfold-
ed in the House, an official Raj Bhavan release
said the draft Governor’s address was received

on February 9 and that it had ‘numerous pas-
sages’ with ‘misleading claims far from truth’
Ravi, therefore, returned the file and also
advised the government to show due respect

to the national anthem by playing it at the
beginning and end of the Governor’s address.
In this regard, the Governor had written let-
ters to the Chief Minister and the Speaker in
the past as well. The state government, how-
ever, ‘chose to ignore’ the advice of the

Governor.

“The Governor’s address should reflect gov-
ernment’s achievements, policies and pro-
grammes and to inform the House of the caus-
es of its summons and should not be a forum
for peddling misleading statements and vent-
ing blatantly partisan political views”

Though the Speaker read the government pre-
pared Governor’s address with which Ravi had
disagreement, he ‘sat through it, till the con-
clusion of the address’ Appavu read the Tamil

House.

his unbecoming conduct lowered the digni-
ty of his chair and grace of the House. While
the Speaker went on his tirade against the
Governor, the Governor with due regard to the
dignity of his office and the House, left the

On the reason for Governor not reading out

version of the address. When the Speaker con-  ed.

cluded the address, the Governor stood up for
the national anthem, as scheduled.

However, the Speaker, instead of following the
schedule, launched a tirade against the
Governor and called him a follower of
Nathuram Godse and more. The Speaker with

the customary address, the Raj Bhavan said
Ravi, with due regard to the ‘Constitutional
proprieties’ expressed his ‘inability” to read the
address as it contained numerous passages
with misleading claims and facts and ‘read-
ing them would have amounted to Governor’s
address becoming a Constitutional travesty’
Hence, he expressed his respect to the house,
wished the session to be productive for the
good of people of Tamil Nadu and conclud-

The Governor greeted the Speaker, Chief
Minister MK Stalin, MLAs and the people of
Tamil Nadu, and read out the first paragraph
which contained a ‘Kural’ (couplet from
Tamil classic Tirukkural) of the renowned
saint Thiruvalluvar, Raj Bhavan added.
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Reaping discontent

Both the Cong and BJP accuse each other of
remembering farmers only for votes; who is true?

latest point of contention is which party has done more for the welfare of villagers,

The electoral war cry between the BJP and the Congress is getting only shriller: The

farmers and the poor. With the last sitting of the 17th Lok Sabha behind us and
the announcement of election dates likely anytime soon, both the sides are sharpening
their attack on each other and portraying themselves as the real benefactor of the mar-
ginalised classes. It all started with the Congress making a scathing attack on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his Government, accusing them of neglecting the welfare
of rural communities, the impoverished and farmers, except during election season. In
his counterattack, the Prime Minister touted the Congress' record on rural development
and agricultural reforms. The party remembers farmers only at the time of elections,
was Modi's charge. The Congress, one of the principal Opposition forces, has a long
history of championing the cause of marginalised sections of society. However, the BJP
has made inroads into its territory and the Congress'

grip on its core support base has loosened. To sup-
port its stand, the BJP argues that initiatives such as
the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi scheme,
which provides direct income support to farmers,
demonstrate its commitment to the welfare of rural
communities. However, to regain lost ground, the
Congress has been vocal in criticising the BJP's farm
policies, including the three Bills which were later with-
drawn amid huge protests.

With a massive farmers' 'Delhi Chalo' rally scheduled
today, the Congress is again accusing Modi of pay-
ing lip service to these constituencies while failing to

deliver meaningful change. Though the latest salvo seems timed with the poll dates
announcement, the Congress' criticism of the Modi Government's approach to rural and
agrarian issues is not new. It has long accused the BJP of pursuing a development agen-
da that prioritises the urban elite and big business interests over the needs of the rural
poor. However, with elections on the horizon, the rhetoric has reached fever pitch. Amid
mounting agrarian distress, farmers across the country are protesting against contentious
reforms introduced by the Modi Government. The protesters are demanding a legal guar-
antee for the minimum support price (MSP), implementation of the Swaminathan
Commission's recommendations, pension for farmers and farm labourers, farm debt
waiver, withdrawal of police cases and justice for victims of the Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence. The Congress leaders have seized upon this discontent to launch a blistering attack
on the Government, alleging that the BJP's pro-corporate policies have exacerbated inequal-
ity and widened the gap between the rich and the poor; thousands of farmers still com-
mit suicide every year. The parties may accuse each other of ignoring farmer welfare
but the fact is that no one has done enough for the farmers. Their demands may again
go unheard today; the bitter truth is everyone remembers farmers only for their votes.

Visitors pose for photos with a model of rhinoceros at the 37th Surajkund International Crafts Mela, in Faridabad PTI
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SANTOSH MATHEW

With recent attacks by Houthi rebels on vessels passing through the strait,
the region faces heightened security risks which could disrupt world economy

he Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait, a narrow pas-
sage linking the Red
Sea to the Indian
Ocean via the Gulf of
Aden, has thrust itself into the
international spotlight. Situated
on the northern side of the Red
Sea lies the renowned Suez Canal,
a monumental feat of engineer-
ing connecting the Red Sea to the
Mediterranean Sea. This vital
waterway, spanning approximate-
ly 193 kilometres in length and
nearly 200 meters in width, serves
as a lifeline for global trade and
maritime transportation.
However, recent events have cast
a shadow over the tranquillity of
these waters. The Houthis, a
rebel group from Yemen, have
launched a series of attacks target-
ing vessels passing through the
Bab-el-Mandeb Strait. These
assaults, primarily aimed at ships
with ties to Israel, have sparked
concerns over maritime security
and the free movement of goods
through this crucial chokepoint.
In response to these escalating
tensions, Operation Prosperity
Guardian, spearheaded by the
United States, was initiated to
safeguard the Bab-el-Mandeb
and ensure the unimpeded flow
of maritime traffic. Over 20
nations have expressed their sup-
port for this initiative, underscor-
ing the collective effort to protect
this strategic waterway.
The motives behind the Houthi
attacks are rooted in geopolitical
complexities, with their actions
perceived as retaliation against
Israel's military operations in
Gaza. Houthi leaders have explic-
itly stated their intent to target any
ship associated with Israel, lead-
ing to a spate of attacks on ves-
sels carrying goods to or from the
region. The Houthis contend
that peace in Gaza is intrinsical-
ly linked to stability in the Red
Sea, warning of further conflict if
hostilities persist.
The significance of the Red Sea
extends beyond its immediate
vicinity, serving as a conduit for
maritime trade connecting
Europe to the rest of the world.
The Mediterranean Sea, accessed
through the Suez Canal, plays a
pivotal role in global shipping
routes, facilitating trade between
continents and enabling vital
economic exchange. Traditionally,
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ships traversed the African tip
to reach their destinations,
but the recent turmoil has
complicated maritime naviga-
tion. With a substantial por-
tion of goods bound for Israel
passing through the Suez
Canal, disruptions in this route
have reverberated across glob-
al supply chains. The increased
travel distance and associated
costs pose significant chal-
lenges for shipping companies
and commodity markets alike.
The strategic importance of the
Suez Canal has historical roots,
dating back to its inception in
the 19th century. However, its
relevance has endured through
numerous conflicts, including
both World Wars, underscor-
ing its status as a linchpin of
global maritime trade.

The economic ramifications of
disruptions in the Bab-el-
Mandeb Strait are far-reaching,
affecting industries reliant on
the timely delivery of goods
and materials. Major ship-
ping companies, such as the
Mediterranean Shipping
Company and Merk and
Hapag Lloyd, have suspended
operations in the region, exac-
erbating supply chain disrup-
tions and logistical challenges.
Amidst these geopolitical ten-
sions, the concept of the blue
economy emerges as a beacon
of sustainable maritime devel-
opment. Championed by
advocates of ocean conserva-
tion, the blue economy
emphasizes the responsible
utilization of marine resources
for economic growth while

LETTERS KNy}

WHILE INDIA AND
THE UNITED STATES
SHARE A STRATEGIC

PARTNERSHIP,
DIFFERENCES IN
MARITIME POLICIES
AND MILITARY
OPERATIONS
UNDERSCORE THE
COMPLEXITIES OF
NAVIGATING
INTERNATIONAL
WATERS

ensuring environmental
preservation. India, with its
extensive coastline and mar-
itime interests, plays a pivotal
role in shaping the future of the
blue economy. Through initia-
tives like the Sagarmala project
and SAGAR policy; India seeks
to bolster its maritime infra-
structure and strengthen its
naval capabilities to safeguard
its maritime interests.
However, divergent perspec-
tives on maritime sovereignty
and strategic alliances compli-
cate the geopolitical landscape.
While India and the United
States share a strategic partner-
ship, differences in maritime
policies and military opera-
tions underscore the com-
plexities of navigating interna-
tional waters.

Russia's stance on maritime
cooperation underscores the
need for inclusive approaches
to ocean governance, empha-
sizing collaboration over com-
petition. As global leaders
grapple with the challenges of
maritime security and sustain-
able development, the Bab-el-
Mandeb crisis serves as a
poignant reminder of the
interconnectedness of ocean-
ic ecosystems and geopolitical
dynamics. In conclusion, the
Bab-el-Mandeb Strait stands at
the intersection of geopolitical
rivalries and maritime com-
merce, symbolizing the chal-
lenges and opportunities
inherent in our interconnect-
ed world. As nations navigate
these turbulent waters, coop-
eration and dialogue remain

Develop skills with
experimental learning

Embracing experiential learning may well be the key to preparing
students for the challenges and opportunities of the changing world

the ability to acquire and

adapt skills is crucial for
success. While traditional
learning methods hold value,
experiential learning emerges
as a powerful tool for skill
development. By immersing
individuals in real-world sce-
narios, it fosters deeper
understanding, boosts knowl-
edge retention, and cultivates
essential soft skills.
Experiential Learning?
Experiential learning, rooted
in the work of David Kolb,
emphasises learning through
active engagement and reflec-
tion on experiences. It's a
hands-on approach, contrast-
ing with passive knowledge
absorption. Individuals "learn
by doing," applying theoreti-
cal concepts to practical sit-
uations, whether through
simulations, projects, intern-
ships, or real-world chal-
lenges.
Key Componentsg:
Engagement: Experiential
learning places a strong
emphasis on engagement.
Students are actively involved
in the learning process,
whether through experi-
ments, projects, field trips, or
interactive activities. This
engagement helps capture

In an ever-evolving world,

their attention and encour-
ages a sense of curiosity.

? Reflection: A cru-
cial aspect of experiential
learning is the reflective
process. After engaging in an
activity, students are prompt-
ed to reflect on their experi-
ences, analyse the outcomes,
and connect the practical
knowledge gained to theoret-
ical concepts. This reflective
phase enhances their critical
thinking skills.
Application: Experiential
learning encourages the
immediate application of
knowledge. By directly apply-
ing what they have learned in
real-world scenarios, students
can see the practical relevance
of their education, leading to
a deeper understanding and
retention of information.
Experiential Learning in
Skill Development:

? Critical Thinking
and  Problem-Solving:
Experiential learning chal-
lenges students to think crit-

ically and solve problems on
their own. Through hands-on
experiences, they learn to
analyse situations, make deci-
sions, and adapt to changing
circumstances - essential skills
for success in both academic
and real-world settings.

? Teamwork and
Communication:
Collaborative projects and
group activities inherent in
experiential learning help
students develop strong team-
work and communication
skills. They learn to express
their ideas, listen to others,
and work cohesively towards
common goals, mirroring
the dynamics of the profes-
sional world.

Creativity and Innovation:
Hands-on experiences stim-
ulate creativity and innova-
tion by encouraging students
to think outside the box.
When faced with real-world
challenges, students are
prompted to generate unique
solutions, fostering an entre-
preneurial mindset and

adaptability.
Emotional Intelligence:
Experiential  learning

enhances emotional intelli-
gence by exposing students to
diverse situations. They learn
to understand and manage

E EDITOR

essential to ensuring the secu-
rity and prosperity of maritime
nations and the preservation of
our oceans for future genera-
tions.
The Future of Maritime
Security and Sustainable
Development
Looking ahead, addressing the
complex issues surrounding
maritime security and sustain-
able development requires
concerted international efforts
and innovative solutions. The
Bab-el-Mandeb crisis serves as
awake-up call for global lead-
ers to prioritise ocean conser-
vation and cooperative strate-
gies to mitigate geopolitical
tensions. Investments in tech-
nology; such as satellite surveil-
lance and unmanned mar-
itime vehicles, hold promise
for enhancing maritime sur-
veillance and response capabil-
ities. Additionally; strengthen-
ing legal frameworks and mul-
tilateral agreements can foster
greater cooperation among
nations and promote sustain-
able ocean governance.
Ultimately, the Bab-el-Mandeb
crisis underscores the inter-
connected nature of global
maritime challenges and the
urgent need for collective
action. By working together to
address the complex issues fac-
ing our oceans, we can build
a more resilient and sustain-
able future for generations to
come.
(The author is associate pro-
fessor at Pondicherry Central
University, views
are personal)

KIRANJIT SINGH
PANNU

their emotions, as well as
empathise with others,
preparing them for a more
emotionally intelligent and
socially aware future.
4 Long-term
Retention: The active involve-
ment and application of
knowledge in experiential
learning contribute to better
retention. Students are more
likely to remember and
understand concepts that they
have personally experienced,
as opposed to those learned
through passive methods.
In the 21st century, where
adaptability and a diverse
skill set are crucial for success,
experiential learning emerges
as a powerful tool for skill
development in schools. By
integrating this pedagogical
approach, educators can fos-
ter not only a deep under-
standing of academic con-
cepts but also the critical
skills needed for future suc-
cess. As schools continue to
evolve, embracing experien-
tial learning may well be the
key to preparing students for
the challenges and opportu-
nities of the rapidly changing
world.
(The writer is an educaor
and expert on education
policies; views are personal)

WHAT ABOUT PEOPLE KILLED BY DOGS?
Sir — This refers to Hiranmay Karlekar's
article, "The Killing of a Puppy: Murder
Most Foul" (February 10, 2024). A few
days ago, a seven-month-old boy was
killed by a pack of stray dogs in Bhopal.
All stray dogs must immediately be ster-
ilised and kept in an enclosed area to min-
imise colossal loss of human lives. India
has around 20,000 rabies deaths a year
which according to the World Health
Organisation, "accounts for 36 percent of
the world's deaths.” Most of the victims
of rabies in India are under the age of 15
years.
This fatal disease has been eliminated
from many countries. It is a challenging
job in a country like India where dogs
are allowed to roam freely. Rabies can be
eliminated by vaccinating all dogs for a
number of years and by sterilising the
stray dog population. Bhutan has suc-
cessfully sterilised and vaccinated its
entire stray dog population after pursu-
ing a 14-year-long programme. Bhutan
sets an example which India needs to fol-
low. Most of the victims of dog bites and
rabies belong to the poor working class
of our society who build our roads,
bridges and houses for all of us and who
serve everything at our door starting
from morning newspapers to food pack-
ets. It is really perplexing that their
deaths evoke little public sympathy and
a lukewarm response from the author-
ities. I love dogs as much as I hate such
insensitive attitudes towards poor work-
ers.

Sujit De | Kolkata

BEYOND GRADES

Sir —Cheating often stems from the
intense pressure to excel in India's edu-
cation system, where success is often
equated with academic achievements.
This pressure creates a culture where stu-
dents feel compelled to resort to dishon-
est means to secure top positions.
However, this toxic environment not only
fosters unethical behaviour but also
leads to severe consequences such as

Crafting the 0l

that the medals made for the upcoming Paris

Summer Olympics are simply remarkable and
fantastic. In addition to the customary gold, sil-
ver and bronze, each winner’s medal will fea-
ture a small piece of iron straight from the Eiffel
Tower! Small chunks of the iconic tower — the
symbol of Paris and France and one of the won-
ders of the world — have been included in the
medals to mark the 100 years since last host-
ed the Olympic Games. Each and every medal

It’s really astounding and delightful to know

mental health issues and even suicides
among students.
To address this, a comprehensive reform
of the education system is crucial, empha-
sizing holistic development and emotion-
al well-being alongside academic perfor-
mance. Implementing mentoring pro-
grams, stress relief initiatives and men-
tal health awareness campaigns can pro-
vide vital support to students, fostering
a healthier and more conducive learning
environment. By prioritizing student
well-being and nurturing individual
growth, India can mitigate the underly-
ing causes of cheating and cultivate a gen-
eration equipped to thrive in the real
world.

Mahi Khandelwal | Ujjain

FOOD WASTAGE

Sir — The issue of food waste intersects
with the stark reality of hunger and mal-
nutrition, particularly evident in the

ympic medals

has at its centre a hexagon of iron from the
tower. They all come from pieces removed from
the structure during different renovations over
the last so many decades. The pieces of metal
were carefully preserved, and the organisation
in charge of the Eiffel Tower's preservation
donated them to the Paris Olympic Committee
to create the unique medal designs.
Definitely, it would be joy unlimited as medal-
ists will get an unforgettable souvenir of Paris
made from this unique metal. The "puddle iron"
which has been used to make the tower is a spe-
cial pure material, which is extremely strong.
These special Olympic and Paralympic medals
were designed by craftworkers at the famous
Chaumet House of Jewellery and it is for the first
time in the history of the Games that a jeweller
has designed the medals. An out-of-the-box idea
by the organisers these medals are definitely a
symbol of excellence, a source of motivation,
a symbol of ultimate achievement and histori-
cally precious.

M Pradyu | Kannur

context of those struggling to afford even
two meals a day. With millions worldwide
facing food insecurity, the recent sugges-
tion by the Central Government to inte-
grate lessons on food wastage into school
curriculums aims to foster awareness
among students.
Shocking statistics from the United
Nations, revealing that approximately 931
million tons of food were wasted glob-
ally in 2019, underscore the urgency of
addressing this issue. Despite ample
resources, food wastage persists in our
country, exacerbating the plight of the
hungry and malnourished. This paradox
highlights the need for a shift in mind-
set towards valuing food and combating
wasteful practices, especially among
those blinded by material wealth.

N Ashraf | Mumbai

Send your feedback to;
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STRIVE FOR ALL-ROUND
DEVELOPMENT

Spirituality offers us a methodology to
deepen our awareness of the inner being

RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ Ji

Il of us dream of a world without poverty, that is equitable, that
Arespects the dignity of all living beings, and the sacredness of

the natural world. There is no doubt that it is an achievable dream,
but we all must collectively pave a new way to make it into reality. Over
the past two millennia, man has made great strides in almost every field
of development as a result of which, today we have achieved a stan-
dard of living and scientific development unimaginable even half a cen-
tury ago. But, if development concerns the betterment of the human
being and his relationship with other humans and beings, then one would
find that we have come down the wrong path in our quest for materi-
al fulfilment. Right? When we discuss development, we usually talk of
economic development to meet material needs, measured perhaps
through growth in the GNP or GDP. So, is this all that there is to devel-
opment?
Does economics measure everything? The answer to this is NO, because
if we are aiming at all-round development, then it must include not only
material progress but social and cultural dimensions as well. It’s a fact
that cannot be denied that the ideal of development as a continuing
process of growth, creation, improvement and positive change has yield-
ed to a reality more frequently marked by destruction, degradation and
negativity. In his quest for improving his lot, man first turned to reli-
gion, which not only provided an anchor for his life but also answered
some of the questions about his existence in this world and his place
vis a vis the universal scheme of things. However, with time, religion
itself got corrupted by ritualism and the greed for power, thereby mak-
ing men disillusioned, who then turned to politics, to make their lives
better. They sought succour and salvation from political ideologies but
to no avalil, resulting in their pinning hopes on science. With the aid of

science, much development happened in several fields.
Today as we stand on the threshold of both hope and fear of losing
everything, we realise that materialistic progress is a transient solution
and hence the effort to establish lasting peace and prosperity for all
has to come from an imperishable source. The seed of lasting peace
and happiness lies in human values and wisdom, which are both eter-
nal and universal. The need of the hour is that we have to look at our
development from a broader perspective than the one we have been
adopting so far. Our narrow concept of development can find its roots
in a narrow concept of the self that neglects the larger reality of the
soul and overlooks the essential unity of the human family. Hence we
need to move from an overly materialistic approach to one that includes
the broader and deeper realities of human life and experience i.e. the
inner world of our thoughts and values and the innate spirituality on
which our worth and dignity are based.
Spirituality offers us a methodology to deepen our awareness of our
inner being. From this awareness may follow steps to develop or change
the self in ways that are conducive to the kind of world we want. Values
and spirituality are at the heart of not just who we are but also of the
political, social, economic and environmental issues we are facing.
Remember! A development that sustains all people depends at least
as much on spiritual empowerment as on material progress and pros-
perity. So let us inject values into our society by effective education in
self-awareness, and spiritual principles and realize our dream of a world
that is environmentally, socially and economically sustainable.

(The writer is a spiritual educator and a popular columnist;

views are personal)
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Delink disinvestment

from the Budget

There is a need for a paradigm shift in the approach to disinvestment; the
Government must detach it from budgetary constraints and tackle legacy issues

n a briefing following the presentation

of the interim Budget for the finan- :

cial year (FY) 2024-25 by the Finance :

Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman on

February 1, 2024, Finance Secretary :
TV Somanathan stated that the "govern- :
ment no longer views disinvestment - fancy :
nomenclature for sale of Union government :
shareholding in central public sector under- :
takings (CPSUs) - from the perspective of :
balancing the budget". The statement is out :
of sync with Sitharaman setting a target of :
Rs 50,000 crore as proceeds from disinvest- :
ment for the FY 2024-25 though it wasn't :
mentioned in her speech.
If, the government's intent was not to view
it as an exercise in balancing the budget -
as stated by the finance secretary - then, it :
made no sense to fix a target. Yet, setting a :
target for boosting non-tax revenue receipts
means that it hasn't shed its age-old stance
of linking this exercise with the budget.
To plan for garnering resources from the :

i Asset Management (DIPAM)
i moves a proposal for in-principal
i approval of the Cabinet Committee
i on Economic Affairs (CCEA).
i Itis therefore not surprising that the
i Modi - government has missed its
¢ disinvestment targets ever since it
i started the process in 2015-16 with
i a particular focus on 'strategic’
i sales. Only during two years viz.
i 2017-18 and 2018-19, it achieved
¢ the target. That was primarily
i because, in those years, it had con-
i ducted two big-ticket sales of its
: shares from one CPSU to another.
i During 2017-18, the government
i sold 51.11 per cent of its sharehold-
ing in Hindustan Petroleum

TH E M AJ 0 R|TY 1Crllogrporation Limited (HPCL) to the

OWNERSHIP AND
CONTROL BY THE!

¢ Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
: (ONGC) yielding Rs 37,000 crore.
i In the following year, it undertook
the sale of its 52.63 per cent stake

sale of government shares in CPSUs is GOVERNMENT in the Rural Electrification
inherently flawed. This is because unlike tax : i Corporation (REC) to the Power
revenue, which can be projected with a : FOR SEVERAL Finance Corporation (PFC) yield-

degree of certainty based on the existing tax
rate and a reasonable assessment of the :
growth in nominal GDP, the same cannot :
be said about proceeds from disinvestment. :
In this case, a lot depends on the market :
scenario and, in particular, the perception :
of investors about the company in which :
share-sale is contemplated. :
In cases where the strategic sale (it reduces :

DECADES
HAS INGRAINED
IN THE
BUREAUCRAT A

ing Rs 13,000 crore. But, those sales
i can't be termed as strategic as the
. purchaser being another CPSU
i namely ONGC/PFC, the
i Government continues to have
effective ownership over the divest-
ed entity viz. HPCL/REC.

FEELI NG OF For the current FY, while present-

¢ ing the budget on February 1,

the government's holding in the CPSU to EXERCISING 2023, Sitharaman had set a target of
below 50 per cent or privatization) is moot- COMMAND : Rs 51,000 crore for proceeds of dis-
ed, the Government faces a bigger challenge : . investment. This has since been
as apart from a favourable market, it needs : OVER THE: revised downwards to Rs 30,000
bidders with deep pockets. The lengthy and : i crore. Against this, as of February
cumbersome process of approval and : MANAGEMENT OF 1, 2024, the government has raised
bureaucratic red tape further undermines : THE PSU only about Rs 12,500 crore, and it

the chances of its kicking the ball rolling just :
around the time when the strategic investors
are ready to put in their bets.
The Niti Aayog identifies companies for dis-
investment which are then considered by :
the Core Group of Secretaries on :
Divestment (CGD), a long-drawn process
by itself, which takes it to the Alternative :
Mechanism (AM) - a group of ministers, :
including finance, road transport & high- :
ways, administrative reforms, etc., - for :
approval. After AM's approval, the :
Department of Investment and Public :

i is unlikely that even the revised
i divestment target will be met.

i At a fundamental level, disinvest-
i ment of the government's share-
¢ holding in a PSU is in effect sale of
i itsassets. Therefore, receipts arising
: therefrom can only be treated as
i 'capital receipts' (CRs). While
i preparing the budget, it won't be
¢ logical to plan for receipts from this
¢ source in the same manner as it is
i done for revenue receipts (RRs)
¢ which are receipts generated from

the day-to-day business activities e.g.
dividends on shares held by the gov-
ernment. The government should
change the track. It should unequiv-
ocally fall in line with what the
finance secretary has indicated. It
should pursue share sales 'indepen-
dent' of the budget exercise.

The government's tax revenue is
buoyant (for three years in a row
since 2021-22, these have exceeded
the BE) and it is getting higher div-
idends from CPSUs as also higher
dividends from the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) and state-run banks.
These positive trends should be
good enough for managing fiscal
deficits. Hence, its budget need not
have to depend on proceeds from
disinvestment.

The FM has referred to the
approach to share sales outlined in
her Budget speech for 2021-22.
Under it, CPSUs are divided into
two broad categories i.e. strategic
and non-strategic. The strategic
group covers atomic energy, space
and defense; transport and telecom-
munications; power, petroleum,
coal and other minerals; and bank-
ing, insurance and financial services.
The non-strategic category includes
all other sectors such as industrial
and consumer goods, hotel and
tourist services, trading, and mar-
keting.

While, the government wants to sell
CPSUs in the strategic sector with
the caveat that at least one (and a
maximum of four) will be retained
in the public sector, it will privatize
‘all' undertakings in non-strategic
sectors. All loss-making undertak-
ings in the latter category will be
closed. However, it needs to
unshackle the process from a host
of legacy issues.

Foremost, the majority ownership
and control by the Government for
several decades has ingrained in the
bureaucrat a feeling of exercising
command over the management of
the PSU. Although things have
improved under the Modi - dispen-
sation (courtesy of its focus on a

-t

5T

UTTAM GUPTA

'policy-driven state’, and increase in
'transparency’), the basic ingredients
remain intact. This mindset has to
0.
%econd, even after strategic sales, the
government wants to remain in the
driver's seat. This is amply reflect-
ed in a statement in Sitharaman's
budget speech for FY 2019-20. She
had stated the intent was to change
the existing policy from "directly”
holding 51 per cent or above in a
CPSU, to one whereby its total hold-
ing, "direct" plus "indirect", is main-
tained at 51 per cent. This stance
remains intact.
Third, it remains inclined to use
CPSUs for achieving other unrelat-
ed objectives. For instance, it uses
fertilizer PSUs to ensure adequate
availability of this politically sensi-
tive agri-input in every nook and
corner of the country. This has come
in the way of taking up the strate-
gic sale of nine CPSUs in the fertil-
izer sector (it falls in the non-strate-
gic category) recommended for
sale by the Department of Public
Enterprises (DPE) and Niti Aayog
Despite, the deregulation of petrol
and diesel prices way back in
2010/2014, the government contin-
ues to regulate their prices.
For this purpose, it rides piggyback
on oil PSUs which control over 90
percent of the total sales. For this
reason, the strategic sale of Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Limited
(BPCL) hasn't happened nearly
four years after it was initially
mooted in 2019-20.
Fourth, the government wants to
use CPSUs to build infrastructure
and invest in green transition to
meet climate mitigation goals.
While the argument is tenable, this
doesn't undermine a case for vigor-
ously pursuing strategic sales to
maximize asset value besides involv-
ing the private sector in achieving
climate goals. Modi should remove
all legacy obstacles and de-bureau-
cratize the process of share sale.
(The writer is a policy analyst;
views are personal)

Advancing the maxim of ‘One Earth, One Health’

Modi’s vision of ‘One Earth, One Health’ rooted in ancient Indian philosophy, reflects India’s enduring commitment to universal health

'One Earth One Health' in

itself tells how India wants
to develop health infrastruc-
ture. This philosophy includes
holistic health protection and
care for all beings - humans,
animals and even plants. Apart
from this, making medical
treatment affordable has also
been a top priority of the
Government of India. This
may surprise many people, but
the fact is - only two welfare
health schemes - 'Ayushman
Bharat' and 'Jan Aushadhi
Yojana' have provided more
than Rs 1 lakh crore to patients
mainly coming from the poor
and middle class. Have saved.
Ayushman Bharat has not
only increased the demand for
new hospitals but is also
increasing the opportunity to
open new hospitals and med-

India raising the slogan of

e

RAJESH KUMAR SINGH

ical colleges. But also creating
a new and complete health
ecosystem with technology at
the centre of operations. These
revived efforts for healthcare
services have given a big push
to the highly potential health-
care sector, which promises to
be worth Rs 10 lakh crore in
the coming years, if there is
proper coordination between
the private sector and medical
academia. Of course, It would
have been even better here if

proper coordination with the
state governments had taken
care of the primary health cen-
tres also. Which perhaps the
present ministry has failed to
do. Whereas at smaller village
health centers the testing facil-
ity could be linked to the dis-
trict hospital.

The focus on technology in
healthcare is a huge opportu-
nity for healthcare entrepre-
neurs, investors and profes-
sionals. The allocation of Rs
89,155 crore in the Union
Budget 2023-24 has also given
new impetus to the sector.
There is a clear difference in
focus between pre- and post-
Covid situations.

Springing into action, India
focuses not just on treatment
but also on wellness. Putting
aside the absence of an inte-
grated long-term approach to

health for several decades after
independence, it is now better
to pursue a whole-of-govern-
ment approach under PM
Modi, rather than confining
the subject of health to the
health ministry alone. Points
towards the future. Keeping in
mind the problems of com-
mon people, the government
has given top priority to afford-
able treatment. More than
10,000 Jan Aushadhi Kendras
provide affordable medicines
to the needy. The PM-
Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission is not
only giving birth to new hos-
pitals but also creating a new
and complete health ecosys-
tem.

There has been a revolution of
sorts in the medical education
sector in the last 10 years.
More than 260 new medical

colleges have been opened,
doubling the medical seats in
undergraduate and postgrad-
uate medical courses as com-
pared to 2014. However there
is a need to change the policy
decisions regarding the estab-
lishment of medical colleges,
and more work needs to be
done on how to make India's
doors easier for Indian med-
ical students studying abroad.
However, in the latest budget,
alot of emphasis has also been
given to the nursing sector. 157
nursing colleges around the
medical colleges, a major step
towards medical human
resources. Technologies like
5G are creating new opportu-
nities for startups. Drones are
revolutionizing drug delivery
and testing services. The med-
ical device sector has seen a
growth of 12-14% due to ini-

tiatives like Bulk Drug Park,
and Medical Device Park, over
Rs 30 thousand crore on PLI
schemes.

Apart from this, starting cours-
es like biomedical engineering,
industry-academia and gov-
ernment collaboration in IITs
also has a lot to offer for the
sector. However, instead of
increasing the infrastructure of
primary health centres, we
added more to patient care
OPD in institutions like
AIIMS, while AIIMS
remained identified as a
research institute and their old
contribution to the research
sector.

The government's efforts on
preventive health care and
awareness such as Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan for cleanliness,
Ujjwala Yojana for smoking-
related diseases, Jal Jeevan

Mission to tackle waterborne
diseases, National Nutrition
Mission to address anaemia
and malnutrition, obesity
Focus on grains - Shri Anna,
PM Matru Vandana Yojana,
Mission Indradhanush, Yoga,
Fit India Movement and
increasing focus on naturopa-
thy, alternative medicine sys-
tem including Ayurveda have
saved people from diseases.
All these measures of the gov-
ernment are the beginning of
a new era for the people and
also a vision of India regard-
ing health in front of the
world. Which can be under-
stood in an earlier address of
the Prime Minister.

In which the Prime Minister
warmly welcomed health min-
isters from across the world
and representatives from West
Asia, SAARC, ASEAN and

African regions. Quoting an
Indian scripture which trans-
lates to 'Let everyone be happy,
let everyone be free from dis-
eases, let good things happen
to everyone, and let no one
suffer from sorrow’, the Prime
Minister expressed his vision
of an inclusive country.
Highlighted and mentioned
that India’s vision of health was
universal even when there
were no global pandemics
thousands of years ago. He
underlined that One Earth
One Health follows the same
beliefs and is an example of the
same idea in action. "Our
vision is not limited to humans
only. But also a beautiful earth
for every living being. That is
the Indian philosophy of
'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam'.
(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist; views are personal)
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Israeli forces rescue 2 hostages in Gaza raid that killed 67

AP W RAFAH

Israeli forces rescued two
hostages early Monday,
storming a heavily guarded
apartment in the Gaza Strip
and extracting the captives
under fire in a dramatic raid
that was a small but symboli-
cally significant success for
Israel. The operation killed at
least 67 Palestinians, including
women and children, accord-
ing to Palestinian health offi-
cials in the beleaguered terri-
tory.

To assist the rescue forces,
heavy airstrikes pounded the
area near the apartment in
Rafah, a city on the southern
edge of the Gaza Strip where
1.4 million Palestinians have
fled to escape fighting else-
where in the Israel-Hamas war.

The raid was celebrated in
Israel as a victory in the slug-
gish battle to free the hostages,
with more than 100 captives
still held by Hamas and other
Gaza militants, and briefly lift-
ed the spirits of a nation still

Hostages Fernando Simon Marman, right, and Luis Har, second from left, hug
relatives after being rescued from captivity in the Gaza Strip, at the Sheba Medical

Center in Ramat Gan, Israel, Monday.

AF/PTI

reeling from Hamas’ cross-
border raid last year.

But in Gaza, where civil-
ians have borne a staggering
toll since the war erupted on
October 7, the operation

unleashed another wartime
tragedy, with many Palestinians
killed or wounded.

More than 12,300
Palestinian minors — children
and young teens — have been

killed in Israel's war against
Hamas, the Health Ministry in
Hamas-run Gaza said Monday.

That means minors make
up about 43 per cent of the total
number of 28,176 Palestinians
killed so far. About 8,400
women were also among those
killed.

The ministry, which does
not distinguish between com-
batants and civilians, provided
the breakdown of minors and
women at the request of The
Associated Press. Israel claims
to have killed thousands of
Hamas fighters.

The plight of the hostages
has profoundly shaken Israelis
and the government has made
freeing the dozens of remain-
ing captives a top aim of its war,
along with destroying Hamas’
military and governing capabil-
ities.

But as the fighting drags
on, now in its fifth month, their
freedom remains elusive and
rifts have emerged in Israel over
the best approach to end their
ordeal.

worid 08

‘It’s critical to recerve EU aid soon’

AP B BRUSSELS

The head of the UN agency
for Palestinian refugees said
Monday that it’s vital that it
receives new European Union
funding within weeks because
Israel appears to be readying a
ground assault on Rafah, where
many civilians have taken
refuge.

The aid agency UNRWA is
reeling from allegations that 12
of its 13,000 Gaza staff partic-
ipated in the October 7 Hamas
attacks in southern
Israe. UNRWA immediately
fired the staff, but more than a
dozen countries suspended
funding worth about USD 440
million, almost half of
UNRWAT’s budget for 2024.

Asked how important it is
that UNRWA receive an 82
million euro (USD 88 mil-
lion) EU payment by the end of
the month, UNRWA

Commissioner-General
Philippe Lazzarini said, “It’s
absolutely critical” He has pre-
viously warned that the agency
might be forced to close by the
end of the month.

Two UN investigations into
Israel’s allegations are under-
way, but the European
Commission -- the third
biggest donor to UNRWA after
the United States and Germany
-— has demanded a separate
audit and wants to appoint
experts to carry it out.

The audit would focus “on
the control systems needed to
prevent the possible involve-
ment of (UNRWA) staff in
terrorist activities,” the EU’s
executive branch said. It also is
insisting on “a review of all
UNRWA staff” to confirm they
had no role in the attacks.

Of the UN agency’s 13,000
Gaza staff members, more than
3,000 continue working there.

Screening them all within
weeks would be impossible,
and time is of the essence.

The agency has been the
main supplier of food, water
and shelter during the war in
Gaza, where around 85 per cent
of the population has been dis-
placed.

Part of the audit would
involve a new “pillar assess-
ment” of UNRWA. The com-
mission routinely carries out
these checks of agencies that it
funds to ensure that theyre
complying with EU standards.

But even the EU’s crisis
management commissioner,
Janez Lenarcic, conceded on
Monday that such an assess-
ment of UNRWA “has been
concluded very recently”

The agency was also
included in an audit the com-
mission launched in October,
which found that no funds
were reaching Hamas.

Finland elects new president

AP W HELSINKI

inland has a new president

after former Prime Minister
Alexander Stubb narrowly won
a runoff vote Sunday for the
key post in this Nordic coun-
try. Stubb, who takes over in
March, will steer Finland’s for-
eign and security policy,
including integrating the
NATO newcomer into the
alliance’s core structures.

The final tally shows Stubb,
of the centre-right National
Coalition Party, had 51.6 per
cent of the votes, while inde-
pendent candidate and former
Foreign Minister Pekka
Haavisto from the green left got
48.4 per cent of the votes. The
two were the contenders in the
second round of the election.
Haavisto had served as
Finland’s top diplomat from
2019-2023.

Stubb is taking over from
the hugely popular President
Sauli Niinistd, whose second
six-year term expires next
month and who wasn't eligible
for reelection. A runoff was

required after none of the orig-
inal nine candidates got a
majority of the votes in the first
round on January 28. In tradi-
tion with consensus-driven
Finnish politics and no below-
the-belt attacks during the
campaign, Stubb visited
Haavisto's election party event
late Sunday after the result
was clear.

“Youre one of the nicest
people I have ever met,” Stubb
told his opponent at the party
event, according to Finnish

broadcaster YLE. The presi-
dency is a key political post in
this northern European coun-
try of 5.6 million people. Unlike
in most European countries,
the president of Finland holds
executive power in formulating
foreign and security policy
together with the government.
But he is also expected to
remain above the fray of day-
to-day politics and stay out of
domestic political disputes
while acting as a moral leader

of the nation.

2 including 5-year-old, injured after
woman opens fire at 'Texas church

PTI B HOUSTON
AS—year—old child and a

man were injured and a
woman was killed after she
opened fire inside a church
here in the US state of Texas,
police said. The violence
erupted at pastor Joel
Osteen’s Lakewood Church
in Houston on Sunday where
a 2 p.m. Spanish service was
set to begin. Two off-duty law
enforcement officers — a
Houston police officer and
an agent with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage
Commission — engaged and
struck the woman who
entered the massive church
with the boy who was later
hurt in the shootout.

The woman, roughly 30-
35 years old, was wearing a
trench coat and a backpack
and was armed with a long
rifle, Houston Police Chief
Troy Finner said.Lakewood
Church — a building with a

16,000-person capacity that
was previously an arena for
the NBAs Houston Rockets
— has grown tremendously
over the past 25 years since
Joel Osteen took over after
his father died in 1999 and
introduced an upbeat style of
Christian televangelism that
has captured a following of
millions.“Unfortunately a 5-
year-old kid was hit and is in
critical condition at our local
hospital,” Finner said. It was
unclear what the child’s rela-
tionship to the shooter was,
he said. A 57-year-old man -
who authorities believe was
not connected to the incident
- was shot in the leg and is
seeking treatment at a hospi-
tal, Finner said.

“I want to commend
those officers. She had a long
gun and it could have been a
lot worse,” Finner said.An
investigation will take place
into the shooting and both
law enforcement officers will

be placed on administrative
leave while the probe is
ongoing. The woman had
also threatened she “had a
bomb”, but authorities
searched her vehicle and a
backpack she was wearing
and found no explosives,
Finner said.

“She was also spraying
some type of substance on
the ground,” the chief added.

The woman’s identity has
not yet been revealed.
Speaking during the news
conference, Osteen, the pas-
tor, said the shooting took
place “in between services”,
noting the timing of the inci-
dent likely helped prevent
further injuries and dam-
age.

“I can only imagine if it
would have happened during
the 11 oclock service,” he
said. “So, you know, if there’s
anything good of it ... (it’s)
that she didn’t get in there
and do a whole lot worse

damage,” Osteen said of the
shooter.

Houston Mayor John
Whitmire lamented that the
violence took place while
people were preparing to
practise their faith and oth-
ers looked forward to the
Super Bowl encounter
between the San Francisco
49ers and the Kansas City
Chiefs. “We find ourselves
gathered here to respond to
this tragedy,” he said.

In a statement Sunday
afternoon, Texas Gov. Greg
Abbott said: “Our hearts are
with those impacted by
today’s tragic shooting and
the entire Lakewood Church
community in Houston.
Places of worship are sacred”

The governor added he
has been in contact with
local and state officials to
“help this community and
help bring swift justice to the
criminal who committed this
heinous act”.

Dutch court orders
Netherlands to
stop export of
F-35 parts to Israel

The Hague (AP): An appeals
court ordered the Dutch gov-
ernment on Monday to halt the
export of F-35 fighter jet parts
to Israel, citing a clear risk of
violations of international law.

A trio of human rights
organisations brought a civil
suit against the Netherlands in
December, arguing authorities
needed to reevaluate the export
license in light of Israeli mili-
tary action in the Gaza Strip.

“It is undeniable that there
is a clear risk that the export-
ed F-35 parts are used in seri-
ous violations of international
humanitarian law;” Judge Bas
Boele said in reading out the
ruling, eliciting cheers from
several people in the court-
room. The exports must cease
within seven days. The decision
came as Dutch Prime Minister
Mark Rutte travelled to Israel
to meet with Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to discuss
the conflict. Rutte was also
expected to separately meet
with Palestinian Prime
Minister Mohammad
Shtayyeh.

“We are extremely grateful
that there is justice and that the
court was willing to speak out
on justice;” lead lawyer Liesbeth
Zegveld told reporters after the
hearing. Oxfam Novib, Pax
Nederland and The Rights
Forum filed the case in
December. They argued the
continued transfer of the air-
craft parts makes the
Netherlands complicit in pos-
sible war crimes being commit-
ted by Israel in its war with
Hamas.

In January, a lower court
sided with the government,
allowing the Dutch to contin-
ue sending US-owned parts
stored at a warehouse in the
town of Woensdrecht to Israel.

The Netherlands is home
to one of three F-35 European
regional warehouses. Other
countries are also considering
restricting weapons sales to
Israel. AP

US Defence
Secy Austin
hospitalised

Washington (AP): US Defence
Secretary Lloyd Austin was hos-
pitalised again on Sunday to
address a bladder issue as he
continues to recover from
prostate cancer and has trans-
ferred authorities to his deputy,
the Pentagon said. Austin was
diagnosed with prostate cancer
in December and continues to
deal with complications from his
treatment.

Atabout 2:20 pm Sunday, he
was transported by his security
detail to Walter Reed National
Military Medical Centre “to be
seen for symptoms suggesting an
emergent bladder issue”,
Pentagon Press Secretary Maj.
Gen. Pat Ryder said in a state-
ment.

While Austin initially
intended to retain the “functions
and duties of his office”, at about
5 pm Sunday he transferred
those authorities to Deputy
Secretary of Defence Kathleen
Hicks. As of Sunday evening, he
remained hospitalised.

A statement from Walter
Reed medical officials late
Sunday said Austin was admit-
ted into the critical care unit for
supportive care and close mon-
itoring. Dr. John Maddox, the
trauma medical director, and Dr.
Gregory Chesnut, director of the
Centre for Prostate Disease
Research of the Murtha Cancer
Centre, said while it was unclear
at this time how long Austin will
remain hospitalised, “the current
bladder issue is not expected to
change his anticipated full recov-
ery.

Y The chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff was notified, as
well as the White House and
Congress. Austin was scheduled
to depart Tuesday for Brussels to
hold a meeting of the Ukraine
contact group, which he estab-
lished in 2022 to coordinate mil-
itary support for Kyiv after
Russia’s invasion.

After that, Austin was
scheduled to attend a regular
meeting of NATO defence min-
isters.

It was not immediately clear
if this hospitalisation would
change those plans.Austin was
diagnosed with prostate cancer in
December and underwent a pro-
cedure called a prostatectomy to
treat it on December 22.

Yemen’s Houthi rebels fire

missiles

AP W DUBAI

Yemen’s Houthi rebels fired
two missiles at a ship
bound for a port in Iran on
Monday, causing minor dam-
age but no injuries to its crew,
authorities said. The attack on
the Marshall Islands-flagged,
Greek-operated bulk carrier
Star Iris shows just how wide-
ly the Houthis now target ships
travelling through the Red Sea,
the Gulf of Aden and the Bab
el-Mandeb Strait connecting
the two waterways. The Star
Iris had been heading from
Brazil to Bandar Khomeini in
Iran, the main backer and
armer of the Houthis in
Yemen’s years-long war.

The Houthis sought to
describe the Star Iris as an
“American” vessel without
offering evidence, and said
they targeted the ship with
multiple missiles.

The Houthis” military “will
not hesitate to carry out more
operations in retaliation to the
Zionist crimes against our
brothers in the Gaza Strip, as

well as in response to the
ongoing American-British
aggression against our dear
country”, Houthi military
spokesman Brig. Gen. Yahya
Saree said in a statement after
the attack. The British military’s
United Kingdom Trade
Operations centre, which over-
sees Mideast waters, reported
the attack, saying it happened
while the Star Iris was travel-
ling south through the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait that separates
East Africa from the Arabian
Peninsula. The ship’s captain
“reports his vessel was attacked
by two missiles and reports

at lran ship

minor damage”, the UKTMO
said. “Vessel and crew are safe.
Vessel proceeding to next port
of call”

The attack on the Star Iris
follows days in which no
Houthi attacks on ships were
reported. It’s unclear what
caused the pause, though the
US and British militaries have
conducted multiple rounds of
airstrikes targeting the Houthis’
missile arsenals and launch
sites in territory they hold.

Since November, the rebels
have repeatedly targeted ships
in the Red Sea over Israels
offensive in Gaza.

UK may send asylum-seekers to Rwanda

AP B LONDON

The British governments
plan to send some asylum-
seekers on a one-way trip to
Rwanda is “fundamentally
incompatible” with the UK’s
human rights obligations, a
parliamentary rights watchdog
said Monday, as the contentious
bill returned for debate in the
House of Lords.Parliament’s
unelected upper chamber is
scrutinizing a bill designed to
overcome the UK Supreme
Court’s ruling that the Rwanda
plan is illegal. The court said in
November that the East African
nation is not a safe country for
migrants.

The Safety of Rwanda Bill
pronounces the country safe,
makes it harder for migrants to
challenge deportation and
allows the British government
to ignore injunctions from the
European Court of Human
Rights that seek to block
removals. Parliaments Joint
Committee on Human Rights,
which has members from both
government and opposition
parties, said in a report that the
bill “openly invites the possibil-
ity of the UK breaching inter-

national law” and allows British
officials “to act in a manner that
is incompatible with human
rights standards”.

Scottish National Party
lawmaker Joanna Cherry, who
chairs the committee, said the
bill “risks untold damage to the
UK’s reputation as a proponent
of human rights”. “This bill is
designed to remove vital safe-
guards against persecution and
human rights abuses, including
the fundamental right to access
a court,” she said. “Hostility to
human rights is at its heart and
no amendments can salvage it

The Home Office said the
Rwanda plan is a “bold and
innovative” solution to a “major
global challenge” “Rwanda is
clearly a safe country that cares
deeply about supporting
refugees,” it said in a statement.
“It hosts more than 135,000 asy-
lum seekers and stands ready to
relocate people and help them
rebuild their lives”

Under the policy, asylum-
seekers who reach the UK in
small boats across the English
Channel would have their
claims processed in Rwanda,
and stay there permanently.
The plan is key to Prime

Minister Rishi Sunak’s pledge to
“stop the boats” bringing unau-
thorised migrants to the UK
Sunak argues that deporting
unauthorised asylum-seekers
will deter people from making
risky journeys and break the
business model of people-
smuggling gangs. Human rights
groups call the plan inhumane
and unworkable, and no one
has yet been sent to Rwanda.

In response to the Supreme
Court ruling, Britain and
Rwanda signed a treaty pledg-
ing to strengthen protections
for migrants. Sunak’s
Conservative government
argues the treaty allows it to
pass a law declaring Rwanda a
safe destination.The bill was
approved by the House of
Commons last month, though
only after 60 members of
Sunak’s governing
Conservatives rebelled in an
effort to make the legislation
tougher.

It is now being scrutinised
by the Lords, many of whom
want to defeat or water down
the bill. Unlike the Commons,
the governing Conservatives
do not hold a majority of seats
in the Lords.

Serbs protest
decision

to abolish
Serbian dinar

Mitrovica: Thousands of
minority Serbs in Kosovo on
Monday protested a ban of the
use of the Serbian currency in
areas where they live, an issue
that has been the cause of the
latest crisis in relations between
Serbia and Kosovo.

Tensions escalated after the
government of Kosovo, a former
Serbian province, banned banks
and other financial institutions
in the Serb-populated areas
from using the dinar in local
transactions, starting February
1, and imposed the euro. The
dinar was widely used in ethnic
Serbian-dominated areas, espe-
cially in Kosovo's north, to pay
pensions and salaries to staff in
Serbian-run institutions, includ-
ing schools and hospitals. The
ban has angered both Kosovo
Serbs and Serbia.

The leaders of Serbia and
Kosovo sparred over the issue at
a meeting last week at the
United Nations Security
Council. AP

Children in Abu Dhabi giving final shape to gifts
for attendees of first Hindu temple in

PTI B ABU DHABI

Over 100 Indian school chil-
dren here are busy paint-
ing “tiny treasure” stones which
will be gifted as memoirs to the
guests attending the inaugura-
tion of the first stone Hindu
temple here in the UAE’s cap-
ital on Wednesday. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
inaugurate the Bochasanwasi
Shri Akshar Purushottam
Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS)
Hindu temple in Abu Dhabi,
the first traditional Hindu stone
temple in the UAE.

The children have been
offering “stone seva” at the
temple site every Sunday for
three months and are now giv-
ing the final touch to the gifts
called “tiny treasures”

For 12-year-old Tithi Patel,
stone seva is a weekend activ-
ity which she enjoys with her

friend.

”We collected leftover
stones and small rocks at the
temple site. We then washed
and polished them followed by
a layer of primer and then
paint. Each rock has a motiva-
tional quote on one side and
any part of the temple painted
on the other side;” she told PTL
Reva Karia, 8, who spent this

Sunday packing the stones in
gift boxes, said they have
named the gift “tiny treasure”
because children are making
them with their tiny hands.
“The stone will make the
guests remember their first
visit to the grand temple. For
me, this has been an experience
of teamwork, a weekly outing
with friends and a creative

auguration

activity. I come with my parents
here and they also offer their
seva at parts of the temple,” she
said. Aarnav Thakkar, 11, said
the designs being painted on
the stones are reflections of
affirmation and represent
peace, love and harmony.

“They are later varnished
so they can last for many years
as the temple,” he said.

Thakkar said they will con-
tinue to do this activity for a
few months so that when the
temple is opened to the public,
the visitors in the initial months
can get the gift.

The BAPS Hindu Mandir,
located in Abu Mureikhah,
near Al Rahba off the Dubai-
Abu Dhabi Sheikh Zayed
Highway, has come up on
around 27 acres of land in Abu
Dhabi and the work for the
structure has been going on
since 2019.

Iraq says, US troop ¢

rawdown

talks depend on peace

AP B WASHINGTON

The Iragi government met
again with the US govern-
ment on Sunday on how to
draw down American troops
who have been deployed there
for years combating the Islamic
State. The two governments
had held their first, long-await-
ed meeting January 27, but
those meetings had been put
on pause after Iran-backed
militants struck a base in
Jordan the very next day with
adrone that killed three US ser-
vice members.

In the weeks since, the US
has launched multiple retalia-
tory strikes in Iraq and Syria
including a strike last week that
killed a high-ranking com-
mander of the powerful Kataib
Hezbollah militia who the US
said is responsible for “direct-
ly planning and participating in
attacks” on American troops in
the region. Both Iraq and the

US had agreed last August to
enter into talks to transition US
forces from their long-standing
role in assisting Iraq in combat-
ing IS. There are approximate-
ly 2,500 troops in the country,
and their departure will take
into account the security situ-
ation on the ground, and the
capabilities of the Iraqi armed
forces, the Iraq government
said in a statement on Sunday
posted to X, formerly Twitter.

The resumed meetings will
continue to chart a path to a
new bilateral relationship “as
long as nothing disturbs the
peace of the talks”, Iraq said in
its statement.

Iraq has long struggled to
balance its ties with the US and
Iran, both allies of the Iraqi
government but regional arch-
enemies. Since the Israel-
Hamas war broke out in the
wake of Hamas' October 7
attacks, Iran-aligned groups
have struck at US facilities in

Iraq, Syria and Jordan 170
times, prompting retaliatory
airstrikes by the US, which
blames Kataib Hezbollah for a
string of those attacks.

The Iraqi government has
angrily condemned US
airstrikes against Kataib
Hezbollah, which is part of the
Popular Mobilization Forces.

The Popular Mobilization
Forces, or PME are state-sanc-
tioned, mainly Shiite militias,
which have grown into a pow-
erful political faction estimat-
ed to have the most seats in the
Iraqi parliament.

But the deaths of three US
service members at Tower 22 in
Jordan was a red line for the US
and in the days following the
deadly strike, Iran disavowed
any knowledge or connection
to the attack, and Kataib
Hezbollah said it would cease
launching attacks in order to
not embarrass the Iraqi govern-
ment.
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PML-N, PPP discuss power-sharing
formula to form government in Pak

AP B ISLAMABAD/LAHORE

The top leaders of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz and
the Pakistan Peoples Party have
discussed a new power-sharing
formula for dividing the five-year
tenure between them, as efforts
to form a coalition government
gathered pace on Monday fol-
lowing a split verdict in the elec-
tions.

Despite independent candi-
dates backed by jailed former
prime minister Imran Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI)
party winning the most seats in
Parliament, questions loom over
what the next government of
Pakistan will look like. None of
the three major parties, the
PML-N, the PPP, or the PTT have
won the necessary seats to secure
a majority in the 266-member
National Assembly and, there-
fore, will be unable to form gov-
ernment on their own, leaving it
unclear who will be picked as the
cash-strapped country’s next
prime minister.

The leaders of PML-N and
the PPP discussed the idea of
appointing a prime minister for
half the term during their first
meeting held on Sunday follow-
ing the February 8 elections as
part of their efforts to form a
coalition government in the
Centre and provinces, according
to a source privy to the develop-
ment. “It has been proposed that
aPML-N candidate will serve as
prime minister for three years
and PPP’s leader for two years,”
the source said, adding that it
was not yet decided who will get
the first term. The meeting was
attended by PPP-
Parliamentarian President Asif
Ali Zardari, PPP Chairman
Bilawal-Bhutto Zardari, and for-
mer prime minister Shehbaz
Sharif from the PML-N.

The same power-sharing
formula was chalked out by
PML-N and National Party (NP)
in Balochistan in 2013 when two
chief ministers from the two par-
ties held office for half of the five-
year term.

PML-N supremo Nawaz
Sharif is still in the race for the
prime ministerial slot despite his
party not securing a simple
majority in the Feb 8 general

elections in Pakistan, some PML-
N leaders said on Monday.

“We are having discussion
with the PPP over power-shar-
ing formula in the upcoming
coalition government in the
Centre and Nawaz Sharif cannot
be ruled out as the prime min-
isterial candidate,” PML-N
Senator Irfan Saddique told a pri-
vate news channel.

He said Nawaz Sharif, 74, is
the candidate for the prime
minister slot from the PML-N.
In the Sunday meeting at the
Bilawal House in Lahore, the two
sides agreed in principle to
cooperate for the country’s polit-
ical stability following the gen-
eral election, the sources said.
They confirmed that so far sev-
eral open and behind-the-doors
meetings have been held
between the leaders of PML-N
and PPP and other parties since
the powerful Pakistan Army
has also indicated that they will
back a unity government to pull
the country out of the challenges
it faced. “The main hurdle is who
will lead the government as
both parties are pushing forward
their candidates but after a lot of
discussion, some sort of middle
ground may emerge,” according
to aleader of the PML-N. A PPP
leader said the party was not
withdrawing from its demand
that Bilawal Bhutto Zardari

should be the prime minister
because he was endorsed for the
post by the PPP’s Central
Executive Committee (CEC)
even before the elections. The
Election Commission of
Pakistan has announced that
independent candidates, a
majority of them supported by
the PTT secured 101 seats, fol-
lowed by Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) with 75
seats, Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) getting 54 seats, and
Muttahida Qaumi Movement-
Pakistan (MQM-P) bagging 17
seats. Other parties got 17 seats
while the result of one con-
stituency was withheld. Though
the PTT initially claimed to form
the government but its chances
looked grim from the beginning
as at least 169 seats, in the house
of 336, were needed to form the
government. A total of 266 seats
are directly contested while 60
women-reserved seats and 10
minority seats are allocated
based on proportional represen-
tation to the winning parties. As
PTT was not allowed to contest
as a single party with a common
symbol, it was not qualified to get
the reserved seats.

The PTT hence decided to sit
on the opposition benches, leav-
ing the field open for PML-N
and PPP as well as others to form
a coalition, party leader Barrister

Letter No.: 221/Nivida/d8

OFFICE OF THE PROJECT MANAGER, CONSTRUCTION UNIT,

UTTARAKHAND PEYJAL NIGAM

GHINGARIKHAL, RANIKHET, DISTT- ALMORA 263645
E-Tender Notice

Date : 12-02-2024

(17.00 hrs)

(16.30 hrs)

Ranikhet.

1. Name of the work:- CONSTRUCTION OF APPROACH
ROAD AT GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE
ALMORA, DISTRICT-ALMORA.

2. Estimated Cost:- Rs. 55.92 Lakh (Without GST)

3. Period of Completion:- 02 Month

4. Date and Time of availability of Bid documents in the
portal:-12-02-2024(17.00 hrs)

5. Online Bid submission:

6. Date & Time of Technical bid Opening:- 20-02-2024

7. Name and Address of the Officer inviting bid:- Project
Manager, Construction Unit, Uttarakhand Peyjal Nigam,

8. For further details, details of subsequent Amendment /
correction documentation etc. may be obtained from the
e-Procurement portal www.uktenders.gov.in

End date:- 19-02-2024

IMF team likely
to visit Pak for
bailout package

PTI M ISLAMABAD

Adelegation of the IMF
may visit cash-strapped
Pakistan once a new federal
government is formed, nego-
tiations for which are ongoing
between major political par-
ties after the general elections
threw a hung Parliament, a
media report said on Monday.

The International
Monetary Fund’s review mis-
sion might visit Islamabad by
the end of this month or early
next month, provided the
government formation at fed-
eral and provincial levels was
complete, according to the
Ministry of Finance’s assess-
ment, Geo News reported.

The visit assumes signif-
icance as it is crucial for the
completion of the USD 3 bil-
lion Standby Arrangement
(SBA), which is going to
expire on April 12. The mis-
sion will finalise the salient
features of the anticipated
medium-term bailout pack-
age to avert a default on
repayment of foreign debts,
the report said. In its recent
staff report, the IMF talked
about rephasing access for the
second review, to March 15,
2024, to provide sufficient
time to complete the pro-
gramme’s structural agenda.
However, in the wake of con-
troversy over the poll results,
the mission’s possible delay
for the completion of the
second review and release of
the last tranche worth USD
1.2 billion under SBA could
lead to fears of default, the
report said. Pakistan’s for-
eign exchange reserves hov-
ered around USD 8.04 billion
during the week ending
February 2, after witnessing a
decline in reserves by USD
173 million due to external
debt repayments. A Finance
Division official said the IMF
would only come to begin the
second review talks once a
new government was sworn
in at the national level,
according to the report.

The official added the
last and third tranche of USD
1.2 billion was conditional
upon the newly elected gov-
ernment assuming office. The
new agreement will also be
finalised with the new gov-
ernment, he said.

Islamabad (PTI): The number
of rejected ballots was greater
than the margin of victory in
at least 24 National Assembly
constituencies, according to an

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Sindh province. The Pakistan
Muslim  League-Nawaz
(PML-N) won the electoral
race in 13 of these constituen-

Gohar Ali Khan said, adding that | interesting statistical nugget cies, five were claimed by the
the PTI would form a strong | from Pakistan’s recent gener- Pakistan People’s Party (PPP),
opposition. al elections. The difference four by the Pakistan Tehreek-

“We don't feel comfortable
with both (PML-N and PPP) of
them. There will be no talks with
anyone to make a government or
to make a government together
with them. It is better to sit in the
opposition than to make a gov-
ernment [with them], but we
think we have the majority,
Gohar Khan told Dawn News on
Sunday.

potentially opens doors for
legal battles as several losing
candidates have flooded the
courts with petitions to review
the results.

According to a report in
the Dawn newspaper, 22 con-
stituencies with a greater
number of rejected votes than
the margin of victory fell in
Punjab, with one each in

e-Insaf (PTI)-backed inde-
pendents and two by other
independents. Going by their
numerical strength, both the
PML-N and the PPP are in a
position to form a coalition
government in the Centre.
However, PML-N supremo
Nawaz Sharif announced that
all parties except PTI should
join hands in the upcoming

worid 09

coalition set-up. According to
the results announced by the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) till Sunday, of
the total 265 National
Assembly seats, PTI-backed
Independents bagged 93 seats,
followed by PML-N at 73,
PPP at 54, MQM at 17 and
others at 19.

The highest number of
rejected votes was in the NA-
59 (Talagang-cum-Chakwal)
area of Punjab where Sardar
Ghulam Abbas of PML-N
secured 141,680 votes against

Rejected ballots exceed victory margin in 24 constituencies

his closest rival PTI-backed
Muhammad Ruman Ahmad,
who got 129,716 votes.

The margin of victory was
11,964 while the number of
ballot papers rejected was
24,547. It was followed by NA-
213 Umerkot (17,571 ballots).
The lowest number of ballots
excluded are reported from
NA-236 Karachi East-II (51
ballots). In total, around two
million ballot papers have
been excluded from the count
from the 265 National
Assembly constituencies.

BRI oo o191, SEiteb2T

Haridwar Road Rishikesh, Distt-Dehradun, Pin-249201

: www.nagarnigamrishikesh.com, Email : npprishikesh@gmail.com

Ph :0135-2430015,1800313529

KEY CORP LIMITED

CIN No.:L65921UP1985PLCO07547
Regd. Office:16/16-A, Civil Lines, Kanpur - 208001
Email: keycorpltd@gmail.com ; Phone: 0512-3013416, 3010422, 2305416

STATEMENT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULT (REVISED) FOR THE

THIRD QUARTER ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2023 (% in Lakhs)
Current|Corresponding| Nine Months | Corresponding Previous
S| ) Quarter Quarter ended | Nine Months|  Year ended
No Particulars ended ended ended
(31.12.2023) | (31.12.2022)] (31.12.2023) | (31.12.2022)| (31.03.2023}
(Unaudited)|  {Unaudited)| {Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Audited)
1.| Total Income from Operations 3015.38 1786.93 3036.97 1805.87 1618.02
2.| Net Profit/ {Loss) for the period 2981.78 1771.32 2984.36 174219 1536.16
(before Tax, Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items#)
3.| Net Profit / (Loss) for the period 2981.78 1771.32 2984.36 1742.19 1536.16
before tax (after Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items#)
4.| Net Profit / (Loss) for the period 2981.78 1771.32 2984.36 1742.19 1536.36
after tax (after Exceptional and/or
Extraordinary items#)
5.| Total Comprehensive Income for 516.69 32.05 1449.87 36.04 123.27
the period [Comprising Profit /
(Loss) for the period (after tax)
and Other Comprehensive
Income (after tax)]
6.| Equity Share Capital 600.00 600.00 600.00 600.00 600.00
7.| Reserves (excluding Revaluation - - - - 4103.36
Reserve) as shown in the Audited
Balance Sheet of the previous year
8.| Earnings Per Share
(of %10/~ each) (for continuing
and discontinued operations) -
Basic & Diluted (in %) 8.61 0.53 24.16 0.60 2.05

Place: Kanpur

Notes: 1. The above unaudited financial results have been revised as per directions of BSE notified to the company vide
their e-mail dated 29.01.2024. 2. The above is an exiract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results (Revised)
filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 & Regulation 52 of the SEBI {Listing and Other Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, 2015 as amended. 3. The full format of the Quarterly Financial Results are available on the
websites of the Stock Exchange(s) and the listed entity. hitps:/www.bseindia.com/stock-share-price/key-corp-
Itd/keycorp/507948/financials-results-special/. The above results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and
approved by the board of directors of the company at its meeting held on 12.02.2024 The Statutory Auditor of the
company have carried out a limited review of accounts of the company for the third quarter ended 31st December, 2023.

By Order of the Board
(G.D. Maheshwari)
Whole Time Director

PROJECT MANAGER Date: 12.02.2024 DIN 00235209
JINDAL LEASEFIN LIMITED SUPERIOR FINLEASE LIMITED
CIN: L74899DL1994PLC059252 CIN No. :- L74899DL1994PLC061995
Regd. Office: 110, Babar Road, New Delhi 110001 Regd. Office : 92, Khasra No-33/21, Ranaji Enclave, Najafgarh, Near Arjun Park Bus Stand New Delhi -110043
EXTRACT OF STATEMENT OF STANDALONE UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS Email Id: superiorfinlease@gmail.com; Website: www.superiorfinlease.com; Phone No.: +31-3953798335
FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED 31.12.2023 (Rs.in Lacs) Extract of Statement of Standalone Unaudited Financial Results
sl Three Months Quarter Ended | Nine Months Ended [Year Ended] for the Quarter ended on Decemhegsz;t:?gded Quarter Ended ﬁéilﬁi’i‘;)
. : U {\!
No, Particulars R1122023,30.09.2023,31.12 2022 3112 028 31122022 L8023 | Particulars 3122023 | 30092023 | 5103203
- No. (Unaudited) {Unaudited} (Audited)
1 | Total Income from Operations 0 0 0 0 0 0 T ot Trom Operat 3116 3207 22381
2 | Net Profit{Loss) for the period (before Tax, 207 | 441 | 202 | 885 | -1043 | -11.92 otal Income from Yperations : : :
Exceptional and/or extraordinary ltems) 2 | Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period o
3 | Net Profiti(Loss) for the period before tax 207 | 41| 202 | 88 | -1043 | -11.92 (before Tax, Exceptional and/or Extracrdinary items) 359 (9.36) 45.08
(after Exceptional and/or extraordinary ltems) 3 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax
4 [ Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after tax -1.53 2.02 -1.68 -8.55 -8.97 -10.10 (after Exceptional andfor Extraordinary items) 3.59 (9.36) 45.08
{after Exceptional and/or extraordinary ltems) 4 | Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period after tax
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period 8.36 1343 9.09 27.07 -3.47 5.36 (after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) 3.59 (9.36) 33.36
[Comprising Profit{(Loss) for the period 5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period
and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax]] [Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (after tax) and Other
6 | Equity Share capita . 300.80 | 300.89 | 30089 | 30089 | 300.89 | 300.89 Comprehensive Income (after ax)] 359 ©36) 3336
7 Resirves v(exﬁludAmgv Rev;llljatmnSRheservzfe)h 52244 | 51409 | 486.55 | 52244 | 486.55 49537 6 |Equity Share Capital 30010 300.10 300.10
S?e?/igtﬁnyz;r e Audited Balance Sheet of the 7 | Reserves {excluding Revaluation Reserve) as shown in the
8 | Earning per Share (face Value of Rs.10/- each) Aud\fed Balance Sheet 77.58 77.58 77.58
{not annualised) 8 Earnmg} Pler Share (of Rs. 10/- each)
1. Basic 007 | 006 | 006 | 024 | 03 | -034 1. Basic: 0.01 (0.03) on
2. Diluted 007 | 006 | 006 | 024 03 034 2. Diluted : 001 (0.03) 011

NOTE : Note:

1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly/Annual financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges 1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Unaudited Financial Results for the Quarter ended 31.12.2023 filed
under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI {Listing Obligations and Other Disclosure Requirements)
format of the Quarterly/Annual financial Results are available on the Stock Exchange website www.bseindia.com . Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly Unaudited Financial Results is available on the websites of the
The same s also available on the Company's website www.jindalleasefin.in Stock Exchange www.msei.in and www.bseindia.comand the Company's website www.superiorfiniease.com.

2. The above results duly reviewed by the Audit Committee, were approved by the Board of Directors in their meeting For Superior Finlease Limgg;i
heldon 12.02.2024. For Jindal Leasefin Limited Sdi-

- (RAJNEESH KUMAR)

Date : 12.02.2024 (SURENDER KUMAR JINDAL} Place : New Delhi Director

Place : New Delhi Managing Director Date : February 12, 2024 DIN: 02463693

fafer fawamer wa Ffaer gie—ua

TR fm, RS & 3MEoTHe SEYoTHe WITC AU HEl
To—1 &g HIviae #srre daedl (flotdodlo) & =d & $2gd
gl gE, dEE /w4 2 e Rrew (Gate vd ) @
gwiig 9 o mfiew & ®afda uIrEs Ho—
3593 / WioHo /2023—24 fAI® 30012024 ¥ 14022024 T
s—ffae amifa & 1€ off el M-fas g weifua
gfeat /e afta Frefa ay & 7€ & qon S Hfaer @
arfam fafdy fwariRa #vd 8Y f271% 19.02.2024 T fawariaRoT 31
STl & Saa FrE] GHE I, key - dates WiT AT website-
www.uktenders.gov.in TR ST ST Tl & |

UHF — 3768/ HION0 / 202324 TR A ad
faiia — 12.02.2024 TR M, wfew

NORTHERN RAILWAY 7=
OPEN-E- TENDER NOTICE A Nhorsay

The Sr. Divisional Engineer-lll, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for
the following work.

Replacement of worn-out/damaged pipe line with different safety
valves far Akshardham Rainy wall at KM 2/46 Near 2 nd Yamuna
bridge including desilting of Rainy well to improve the water yield of]
rainy well in the s/o SSE/W/NDLS under ADEN/NDLS.

2. Approx. Cost Rs. 1,98,10,510.05/- (Rupees One Crore Ninety Eight
of work Lakh Ten Thousand Five Hundred Ten and Five paise only)

3.| Earnest Money | Rs. 2,49,100/- (Two Lakh Forty Nine Thousand and One
to be Deposit | Hundred Rupees)
4.| Cost of tender document

5

1.| Name of
Work

Rs. 0.00/-
01.03.2024 at 15.00 Hrs.

.| Date & Time of submission of tender
bid and opening of tender.

6.| Website particulars where complete
details of tender documents can be seen.

www.ireps.gov.in

+ The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system
(IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system. - For all
terms and conditions please refer tender document. = No manual offers are
acceptable. + Cost of tender document and Earnest money will be oL
acceptable through net banking or payment gateway only. No. 128- Zuf
Wi/280/e Tender Notice/NIT/83/2023-24/W-3 Dated :-10.02.2024 =

Vo NORTHERN RAILWAY
Azadl

frimehotsay E-TENDER NOTICE
Sr. DEE-TRS-GZB acting for and on behalf of President of India invites E-Tender
against Tender No. 230-TRS-GZB-2023-24-09. The details are as under:-

1. [IName of the work : 'Annual Maintenance Contract (AMC) of Electric Loco Cab
Air Conditioners mounted on roof of Locomotives' for a period of 12 (Twelve)
months at Electric Loco Shed, Ghaziabad.

Rs. 69,76,937.08
Rs. 1,39,500.00

2. |Approx. cost of work

3. |Earnest Money to be
deposited

4.|Last Date & Time of Submission of tender
bid of tender

5. |Date & Time of opening of tender document |04.03.2024 (After 11:00 Hrs.)

6. |Website particulars where complete details of tender| www.ireps.gov.in
documents can be seen

04.03.2024 (11:00 Hrs.)

Note: (i) The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement
System (IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in e-tender system

(i) For all terms and conditions please refer tender document.

(iii) No manual offers are acceptable.

(iv) Cost of Tender document and Earnest money will be acceptable through net
banking or payment gateway only.

No.: 230-TRS-GZB-2023-24-09 Dated: 10.02.2024 457/2024

T NORTHERN RAILWAY

At Mshotsav Tender Notice

Invitation of tender through E-tendering (e-Procurement Systems)

NIT No. : 6-SEFile-166192RT2Tender

Name of Work and its location : Tender for "Works contract for Provision for supply,
fixing & commissioning of Aluminum partitions work for providing chambers inside
office space in main shop, Shot Blast shap, paint shop, body repair shop, wheel
shop, bogie shop, power car shop and miscellaneous shop at RCNK Sonipat".
Approx. Cost of work : Rs. 47,38,234.23/- including GST

(Rs. Forty-Seven Lakh Thirty-Eigth Thousand Two-Hundred Thirty-Four and Paisa
Twenty-Three Only)

Earnest Money : Rs. 94,800/-

Completion period of work : 03 months of date of execution of work

Cost of Tender document on cash/by post : NIL

Date and Time for submission of tender and opening of tender : Upto 11:00
hrs. on 04.03.2024 Opening of Tender at 11:00 hrs.

Website particulars notice
tender can be seen :
www.ireps.gov.in

board location complete details of
Above tender available on IREPS site ie.

No.: 6-SEFile-166192RT2Tender Dated: 10.02.2024 462/2024
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

M

MODI RUBBER LIMITED

CIN: L25199UP1971PLC003392, Registered Office: Modinagar - 201204 Dist. Ghaziabad (U.P), Corporate Office: 4-7C, DDA Shopping Centre, New Friends Colony, New Delhi 110025
Website: www.modirubberlimited.com Email: investors@modigroup.net Phone: +91-11-2684 8416

EXTRACT OF STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED UN-AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2023

{Amount in Lacs)

QUARTER ENDED NINE MONTHS ENDED YEAR ENDED
Sl Particulars STANDALONE CONSOLIDATED STANDALONE CONSOLIDATED STANDALONE |CONSOLIDATED
No. 31-Dec-23 | 31-Dec-22 | 30-Sep-23 | 31-Dec-23 | 31-Dec-22 | 30-Sep-23 | 31-Dec-23 | 31-Dec-22 | 31-Dec-23 | 31-Dec-22 31-Mar-23 31-Mar-23
Un-Audited Un-Audited| Un-Audited| Un-Audited| Un-Audited| Un-Audited Un-Audited] Un-Audited Un-Audited] Un-Audited Audited Audited
1 | Total Income from operations (Net} 70.55 41.38 63.12 722.30 140.57 498.59 197.88 152.96 1,699.39 246.16 271.58 532.36
2 | Net Profit/ {Loss) for the period (before tax and exceptional items) (205.53) (410.01) 2,503.27 694.85 716.39 687.02 3,091.09 1,390.35 1,966.35 2,741.97 1,126.38 3,140.96
3 | Net Profit/ (Loss) for the period before tax {after exceptional items) (205.53) (410.01) 2,503.27 694.85 716.39 687.02 3,091.09 1,390.35 1,966.35 2,741.97 1,126.38 3,140.96
4 | Net Profit/ {Loss) for the period after tax (after exceptional items) (371.92) (289.04) 2,293.40 558.71 834.67 317.60 2,504.85 1,094.35 1,237.07 2,443.54 796.64 2,765.51
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period (after tax) (151.11) (343.00) 2,485.68 962.64 938.03 662.90 2,889.62 728.44 1,828.99 1,492.44 137.69 1,931.71
6 | Equity Share Capital (Face value of share is Rs. 10/- each) 2,504.05 2,504.05 2,504.05 2,499.55 2,504.05 2,499.55 2,504.05 2,504.05 2,499.55 2,504.05 2,504.05 2,499.55
7 | Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserves as shown in the N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A N.A
Balance Sheet of previous year)
8 | Earnings per share (EPS) (of Rs. 10/- each} (Not Annualised}
(a) Basic and Diluted EPS {before exceptional Items} (in Rs.) (1.49) (1.15) 9.16 2.24 3.33 1.27 10.00 4,37 4,94 9.76 3.18 11.06
(b} Basic and Diluted EPS (after exceptional ltems) (in Rs.) (1.49) (1.15) 9.16 2.24 3.33 1.27 10.00 4.37 4.95 9.76 3.18 11.06

NOTES:

limited review of the aforesaid

Place : New Delhi
Date : 12th February, 2024

results.

1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly/ Annual Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulations 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly/
Annual Financial Results are available on the stock exchange website, www.nseindia.com, www.bseindia.com and on the Company website www.modirubberlimited.com.
2 The above results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and subsequently approved by the Board of Directors of the Company at their respective meeting held on February 12, 2024. The Statutory Auditors of the Company have carried out a

3 Previous quarter/ year end figures have been rearranged and / or regrouped, wherever necessary, to make them comparable with those of the current quarter/ year end.

By order of the Board
Sd/-

{Alok Kumar Modi)
Managing Director
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RBI rules out review of action against Paytm Payments Bank

PTI W NEW DELHI

eserve Bank of India
Rgovernor Shaktikanta
as on Monday ruled
out any review of the central
bank’s action against Paytm
Payments Bank (PPBL), saying
the decision was taken after a
comprehensive assessment of
the functioning of the lender.
In a major action against
Paytm  Payments  Bank
(PPBL), RBI, on January 31,
directed it to stop accepting
deposits or top-ups in any
customer accounts, wallets,
FASTTags and other
instruments after February 29.
“At the moment let me say very
clearly there is no review of
this (PPBL) decision. If your
are expecting a review of the
decision, let me very clearly
say there is (going to be) no

review of the decision,” Das
said at a press conference after
the 606th meeting of the
Central Board of Directors of
the Reserve Bank of India.
The meeting was addressed by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.

The governor said any
decision against entities
regulated by the RBI is taken
after a  comprehensive
assessment.

While emphasising that RBI is
supportive of the fintech
sector, Das said it is also
committed to protect the
interest of customers as well as
ensure financial stability.

The central bank is expected
to soon issue a set of FAQs
(Frequently Asked Questions)
on the Paytm matter this week.
While announcing the action
against PPBL, the RBI had said

the direction follows persistent
non-compliances and
continued material
supervisory concerns.

Earlier on March 11, 2022, the
RBI had barred PPBL from
onboarding new customers
with immediate effect.

In its latest action, RBI has
asked the Paytm Payments
Bank not to take deposits/
credit transactions/top-ups in
any customer accounts,
prepaid instruments, wallets,
FASTags, and NCMC cards,
among others after February
29, 2024.

However, the central bank has
allowed credit of interest,
cashbacks, or refunds even
beyond February 29.

Further,  withdrawal  or
utilisation of balances by PPBL
customers  from  their
accounts, including savings

£

current
prepaid
instruments, FASTags, and
National Common Mobility
Cards are permitted without

bank  accounts,
accounts,

any restrictions, up to their
available balance.

RBI also directed termination
of the ‘nodal accounts’ of
One97 Communications Ltd.

One97 Communications,
which owns Paytm brand,
holds a 49 per cent stake in
Paytm  Payments  Bank
Limited but classifies it as an
associate of the company and
not as a subsidiary.

Gold remains flat; silver jumps
Rs 400 New Delhi, Feb 12
(PTI) Gold prices remained
steady at Rs 63,150 per 10
grams in the national capital
on Monday, according to
HDEFC Securities.

However, silver jumped Rs 400
to Rs 75,400 per kg from its
previous close of Rs 75,000 per
kg. Meanwhile, the next
tranche of Sovereign Gold
Bond scheme opened for
subscription at a price of Rs
6,263 per gram. The issue is
open until February 16.

The Government of India, in
consultation with the Reserve

money 10

Bank, has decided to offer a
discount of Rs 50 per gram less
than the nominal value to
those investors applying online
and making the payment
against the application through
digital mode. “Spot gold prices
(24 carats) in the Delhi
markets are trading flat at Rs
63,150 per 10  grams,
unchanged from the previous
close, Saumil Gandhi, senior
analyst of commodities at
HDEFC Securities, said. In the
international markets, spot
gold at Comex was trading at
USD 2,022 per ounce, down by
USD 2 from the previous close.

Also, silver was trading
marginally higher at USD
22.80 per ounce.

Traders avoided directional
bets before the outcome of the
US consumer inflation data, to
be released on Tuesday, which

can provide more insights
about the US Federal Reserve
monetary policy path, Gandhi
added.

Jateen Trivedi, VP Research
Analyst, LKP Securities said
that the spotlight also turned to
the fourth tranche of Sovereign
Gold Bonds (SGB), which
garnered investor attention.
With stable returns fixed at 2.5
per cent, investors were drawn
to park their funds in gold,
especially amidst prevailing
uncertainties in the global and
Indian markets. “However, the
price of Rs 62,130 per 10 gram
may seem unattractive to some
investors, particularly
considering the delayed hints
of US rate cuts, which could
potentially support a rise in the
dollar and limit the upside for
gold prices in the short term;”
Trivedi said.

Sensex tanks 523 points on profit
taking in banking, metal shares

PTI B MUMBAI

Benchmark Sensex plunged
by 523 points on Monday
due to profit taking in metal
and banking shares amid
mixed trends in global
markets.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
settled 523 points or 0.73 per
cent lower at 71,072.49 as 22
of its components closed in
the red and eight in the green.
The barometer opened higher
and touched a high of
71,756.58 in early trade.
However, profit taking in
Reliance Industries, metal
giants and banking shares
dragged the index to a low of
70,922.57 during intra-day
trade.

The broader NSE Nifty also
closed 166.45 points or 0.76
per cent lower at 21,616.05
with 34 of its constituents
ending in the red.

Metal, banking and select oil
shares succumbed to selling
while pharma and IT shares
bucked the trend.

“An uptick in exchange
margin requirements caused a
decrease in positions,
primarily in mid and small
caps. Aside from the pharma
and IT sectors, selling was
widespread, with notable
struggles seen in PSU banks,”
Vinod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Financial Services said.
In the Sensex pack, Tata Steel
fell the most by 2.76 per cent,
followed by NTPC (2.72 per
cent) and SBI (2.26 per cent).
Private banks IndusInd,
Kotak Bank, HDFC Bank and
ICICI Bank also declined.

In contrast, Wipro, HCL Tech,
Mahindra & Mahindra and
Nestle were among the nine
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Sensex stocks that defied the
trend.

BSE smallcap index fell 3.16
per cent while midcap lost
2.62 per cent and largecap
closed 0.90 per cent lower.
Among the sectoral indices,
utilities saw a steepest fall of
3.60 per cent, followed by
realty which declined by 3.01
per cent and power that went
down by 2.90 per cent.
Industrials fell 2.92 per cent
and energy slid 2.80 per cent,
while metal declined by 2.73

per cent and oil & gas by 2.56
per cent.

Capital goods, commodities,
bankex and financial services
were other laggards.

“The premium valuation gap
between mid to large caps has
notched to its all-time high.
Despite a robust economic
forecast, corporate earnings
are expected to slow due to
moderated operating
margins. It is going to be a
challenge for the broad
market to sustain the

premium valuation,” Nair
added.

In the broader market, NHPC
dropped 15.81 per cent after it
reported a 19 per cent decline
in profit for the December
quarter. Another power PSU
SJVN dropped 20 per cent to
hit the lower circuit on BSE.
Leading forging manufacturer
Bharat Forge tanked 14.04 per
cent following the
announcement of its quarterly
results.

“Nifty declined further after a
consolidation breakdown on
the hourly chart, indicating an
increase in pessimism. The
daily chart shows the index
forming a lower top, signaling
diminishing bullish
sentiment,” Rupak De, Senior
Technical ~ Analyst, LKP
Securities said.

In Asia, Tokyos Nikkei 225
closed 0.9 per cent higher and
China’s Shanghai Composite
went up 1.28 per cent. Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng fell 0.83 per
cent.

European markets were
trading on a mixed note with
CAC 40 of France and DAX of
Germany  rising,  while
London’s FTSE 100 trading
with losses.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 0.50 per cent
to USD 81.78 a barrel on
Monday.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) purchased
shares worth Rs 141.95 crore
on Friday, according to
exchange data.

On Friday, Sensex climbed
167.06 points or 0.23 per cent
to settle at 71,595.49 points
while the Nifty gained 64.55
points or 0.30 per cent to close
at 21,782.50 points.

India vegetable oil imports fall 28 per cent in January

PTI B NEW DELHI

The country’s vegetable oil
imports declined by 28 per
cent to 12 lakh tonnes in
January from a year-ago
period, industry body SEA said
on Monday.

Vegetable oil imports stood at
16.61 lakh tonnes in January
2023.

India is a leading vegetable oil
buyer in the world.

In the first quarter (November-
January) of the current oil year,
total imports dropped 23 per
cent to 36.73 lakh tonnes as
against 47.73 lakh tonnes in
the same quarter of previous
year.

According to the Solvent
Extractors Association of India

(SEA), about 7,82,983 tonnes
of palm oil and 4,08,938 tonnes
of soft oil were imported in
January this year out of total
vegetables oils.

As on February 1, total edible
oils stock stood at 26.49 lakh

tonnes, down 7.64 per cent
from that of the year-ago
period, it said in a statement.

SEA said prices of edible oils,
which are currently low, may
go up this year on lower
production, global economic

issues and supply constraints.
The availability of palm oil for
edible oil requirements has
come down as the two main
producers, Malaysia and
Indonesia, are diverting it for
the production of bio-diesel.
This could result in an increase
in prices this year, it said.
Global palm oil output was
seasonally low in January-
March 2024, leading to a
reduction of stocks both in
producing as well as importing
countries, it added.

India imports palm oil mainly
from Indonesia and Malaysia
and a small quantity of crude
soft oil, including soyabean,
from Argentina. Sunflower oil
is imported from Ukraine and
Russia.

Rupee rises 7 paise to close
at 83 against US dollar

PTI W MUMBAI

The rupee appreciated 7 paise to close
at 83 (provisional) against the US
dollar on Monday, on softness in the
American currency and easing crude oil

prices.

However, weak domestic markets and
foreign fund outflows capped sharp

gains, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign exchange
market, the local unit opened at 83.01
against the greenback. The unit hit an
intra-day high of 82.98 and a low of
83.02. The local unit finally settled at 83
(provisional) against the dollar, higher by
7 paise from its previous close of 83.07.

< S RUPE

“We expect the rupee to trade with a P .

slight positive bias, positive global
equities and a slight correction in the

greenback.

“However, any bounce back in crude oil
prices amid ongoing geopolitical tensions
in the Middle East and selling pressure
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from foreign investors may weigh on the
rupee at higher levels,” said Anuj
Choudhary, Research Analyst, Sharekhan

by BNP Paribas.

Traders may take cues from India’s CPI
and IIP data.
expected to ease to 5.09 per cent from
5.69 per cent. Investors may remain
vigilant ahead of US inflation data on
Tuesday; Choudhary said, adding the
USD-INR spot price is expected to trade
in range of Rs 82.80-83.20.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength against a
basket of six currencies, was trading 0.04
per cent higher at 104.15.

Brent crude futures, the global oil
benchmark, fell 0.51 per cent to USD
81.77 per barrel. On the domestic equity
market front, the Sensex declined 523
points, or 0.73 per cent, to 71,072.49. The
Nifty fell 166.45 points, or 0.76 per cent,
to 21,616.05.
Investors (FIIs) were net buyers in the
capital markets on Friday as they bought
shares worth Rs 141.95 crore, according
to exchange data.

“Headline inflation is

Foreign Institutional

Tata Motors ties
up with LeadIT
for greener future

PTI B NEW DELHI

Tata Motors on Monday said
it has tied up with the
Leadership Group for Industry
Transition (LeadIT), a global
alliance launched by
governments of Sweden and
India at the UN Climate
Action Summit in September
2019.

As a member of LeadlT, the
auto major will be able to
harness the power of global
best practices, influence
policy-making, and together
with other members
strengthen climate action
plans, thereby accelerating
transition towards net-zero
emissions.

“Our pledge to attain net-zero
emissions across our Passenger
Vehicles (PV) business by
2040, and our Commercial
Vehicles (CV) business by
2045, is a testament to our
commitment to a greener

future, Tata Motors Vice
President and Chief
Sustainability ~ Officer SJR
Kutty said in a statement.
Joining forces with LeadIT
propels the automaker closer
to these ambitious goals,
facilitating a journey towards
sustainable transformation, he
added.

Swedens Minister for Climate
and the Environment and Co-
Chair of LeadIT, Romina
Pourmokhtari ~ said  the
membership  signals  an
important commitment to net-
zero from a leading global
manufacturer in the supply
chain.

“Demand signals are crucial
for the transformation of our
industry. Fostering dialogues
and strengthening
partnerships in areas where
transition challenges need to
be addressed is core to
achieving reduced climate
emissions,” she added.

Spice]et plans

PTI B MUMBAI

Crisis-hit SpiceJet plans to
hand out pink slips to at
least 1,000 employees in the
coming days as the airline
works to significantly reduce
costs and streamline
operations of its depleted
aircraft fleet, officials said on

Monday.
Faced with financial woes,
legal battles and other

headwinds, the no-frills carrier
might ask more staff to leave as
there is excess manpower now
compared to the number of
planes in service. A final
decision on the quantum of
layoffs is expected this week,
one of the officials in the know
said.

When contacted, a SpiceJet
spokesperson said the airline
has initiated several measures,
including manpower
rationalisation, for achieving
profitable growth but did not

provide any numbers.

The airline has around 9,000
employees and is now looking
at reducing the strength by 10-
15 per cent, the official said,
adding that layoffs are
necessary to reduce the overall
costs and annual savings could
be up to Rs 100 crore.

A reduction of 15 per cent
would mean around 1,350
people will lose their jobs.

The second official in the
know said that layoffs are
expected across departments
and the final list is being
prepared. People from the
management and consultancy
are working on chalking out
the contours of letting staff
leave, and all the departments
have been asked to give their
inputs, the official added.
There was no official comment
from Spice]et on the proposed
job cuts.

The second official explained
that the airline has stopped

to lay oft 1,000 people

operations on certain RCS

(Regional Connectivity
Scheme) routes and at those
stations, there is excess

manpower, especially staff with
lower salaries. Relocating such
people will be a challenge, the
official noted.

Currently, Spice]et has a fleet of

little over 30 aircraft apart from
10 planes that are on wet lease.
“As part of our turnaround and
cost-cutting strategy, following

the recent fund infusion,
SpiceJet has initiated several
measures, including
manpower  rationalisation,
aimed at achieving profitable

growth and  positioning
ourselves to capitalise on the
opportunities in the Indian
aviation industry.

“Through this initiative alone,
we anticipate an annual saving
of up to Rs 100 crore, the
airline spokesperson said in a
statement.

During a meeting with the
airline’s senior officials last
month, SpiceJet Chairman and
Managing Director Ajay Singh
emphasised the importance of
judicious spending and that he
will personally oversee all
major expenditures.

The carrier will prioritise fleet
upgrades, enhance on-time
performance and cost-cutting
measures will be implemented
to streamline operations,
according to an internal note
last month.

SpiceJet, which has undergone
multiple ownership changes
since inception and is currently
helmed by Ajay Singh, is in the

process of raising funds from
various investors.

On January 26, the carrier
announced that it has received
Rs 744 crore as the first tranche
of the total Rs 2,250 crore
proposed to be raised through
the issuance of securities on a
preferential basis.

There were reports that there
has been a delay in raising the
requisite funds.

The airline has also availed
funds worth around Rs 1,000
crore under the government’s
Emergency  Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS)
and Singh has committed to
infuse Rs 500 crore. In recent
times, SpiceJet also witnessed
lessors taking legal recourse to
take back their leased aircraft
due to non-payment of dues.
India is one of the world’s
fastest growing civil aviation
markets and the domestic air
traffic is on an upward
trajectory. However, SpiceJet
has been struggling for
sometime now. In 2023, the
carrier flew 83.90 lakh
passengers and had a domestic
market share of 5.5 per cent.

Inflation falls to three months

PTI W NEW DELHI

etail inflation declined to a

three-month low of 5.1 per
cent in January, mainly due to
subdued prices of vegetables,
fruits and other food items,
according to government data
released on Monday.
The fall indicates that retail
inflation is inching towards the
Reserve Bank’s comfort level of
4 per cent.
The Consumer Price Index
(CPI) based inflation was on
the rise for two straight months
after touching a trough of 4.9
per cent in October 2023. In
December, it stood at 5.69 per

cent. In January, inflation in the
food basket eased to 8.3 per
cent from 9.53 per cent in the
preceding month. It was at 6
per cent in January 2023, as per
the data released by the
National ~Statistical ~Office
(NSO).

Food inflation was lower in
rural areas at 7.91 per cent
compared to 9.02 per cent in
the urban centres of the
country.

The latest data showed that
inflation in ‘oils and fats; ‘pulses
and products, spices, fruits, and
vegetables segments was lower
in January 2024 compared to
December 2023.

However, inflation was
marginally higher in the ‘fuel
and light, ‘clothing and

footwear, ‘cereals and products,
‘meat and fish, and eggs
segments on a month-on-
month basis.

As per the data, inflation was
more than the national average
of 5.1 per cent in Assam,
Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Telangana, and
Uttar Pradesh.

The lowest reltail inflation in
January this year was in Delhi
at 2.56 per cent.

Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist
at rating agency Icra, said while

ow in January

rabi sowing has caught up with
last years level, reservoir
storage remains well below the
year-ago levels in most regions,
continuing to imbue caution in
terms of the outlook for the
rabi harvest.

“We project the CPI inflation to
ease below 5 per cent in
February-March 2024, and
average at 5.3 per cent in
FY2024.

“Thereafter, we estimate the
CPI inflation at 4.6 per cent in
FY2025, broadly in line with
that of the MPC (Monetary
Policy Committee), based on
the assumption of a normal
monsoon,” she said.

Role of nursing highlighted

PNS B KATTANKULATHUR

Speakers at a national
conference on Friday said
that nurses were at the
forefront  of  healthcare
delivery, while stressing on
the importance of knowledge
transfer in the profession.

SRM College of Nursing,
SRMIST, hosted the 8th
National Nursing Conference
on Friday. More than 570
participants including faculty
of nursing institutions, staff
nurses, Ph.D scholars apart
from graduate and post
graduate students of nursing
from 34 institutions all over
India took part in the day-

long conference.

While delivering the Chief
Guest address, Professor T
Samuel Ravikumar, Trauma &

Disaster Management
Consultant, and former
Trauma Centre Coordinator
and Head, Emergency
Nursing, CMC, Vellore, said
nurses were at the forefront of
healthcare delivery.



BHUBANESWAR | TUESDAY | FEBRUARY 13, 2024

WOODS STARTS A NEW YEAR WITH NEW LOOK

AP W LOS ANGELES
iger Woods is starting a
Tnew year with a new
look.

Just not a different color.
Woods makes his 2024 debut
this week in the Genesis
Invitational at Riviera, a
signature event on the PGA
Tour in which he is the
tournament host. The first
order of business is unveiling
what he referred to in
December as the next
“chapter”

Woods and Nike ended 27
years together at the end of last
year. He wore the swoosh on
his shirt for the final time at the
PNC Championship that he
played with his son, Charlie,
who was wearing clothes from
a different apparel company.
Woods has scheduled a press
conference Monday at 4 p.M.
PST outside the gates of
Riviera to discuss what he will
be wearing in the limited
tournaments he plays.

All signs point to TaylorMade.
Woods already plays their golf
clubs, and TaylorMade
Lifestyle Ventures has filed
four trademark applications
with the US. Patent and
Trademark Office for “Sunday
Red” or “SDR”

Woods announced on Jan. 8
that his relationship with Nike,
which produced so many big
moments on the golf course

and in commercials, had
officially ended. His agent at
Excel Sports Management,
Mark Steinberg, said he
expected  “an  exciting
announcement” at Riviera.

Woods has been teasing the

" N

announcement on  social
media recently. He posted a
closeup of his face a week ago
Monday that said, “The vision
remains the same” On Friday,
he posted a darkened picture of
him wearing a red shirt that

said, “A new day rises” Woods
has worn some variation of red
on Sunday his entire career
because his Thai-born mother,
Kultida, told him it was his
power color. She also gives him
a new head cover of a Tiger

Sl |

each season with words in Thai
that say, “Love from Mom.”

Key to that is getting to Sunday.
Woods played all four rounds
of the unofficial Hero World
Challenge in December, his
first competition in nearly

eight months while he
recovered from ankle surgery
after the Masters.

Woods made the cut in the
rain-delayed Masters but
withdrew on Sunday morning
before completing the third
round because of his injuries.
He also made the cut at the
Genesis Invitational last year,
tying for 45th.

The Genesis Invitational not
only carries a $20 million
purse, because it is a player-
hosted signature event the
winner will get $4 million. But
unlike the other signature
events, the Genesis Invitational
will have a 36-hole cut to the
top 50 and ties, and any player
within 10 shots of the lead.
Whatever the new look, it
won't be visible as it once was.
Woods already was coming off
four back surgeries, the last
one who fuse his lower spine,
when he had a car crash in Los
Angeles in the days after the
2021 Genesis Invitational.

He didn't play the rest of the
year. But amid concerns he
might never play again, Woods
recovered to play in the 2022
Masters and made it to Sunday.
He has never missed the cut at
Augusta National as a pro.
Woods had his right ankle
fused after last year’s Masters
and felt optimistic about 2024.
He has set a goal of playing
once a month through the
major season.
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Sangram to

PTI W MUMBAI

Making his comeback after
six ~ years, former
Commonwealth Heavyweight
champion Sangram Singh will
face Pakistans Muhammad
Saeed in what will be the
headline event of the
International Pro Wrestling
Championship on February 24
in Dubai.

The event carrying a prize
purse of Rs 3-crore will have a
lineup of five matches,
including the one featuring
Sangram and Saeed.

“This sport of wrestling
exemplifies gentlemanly
conduct, and I aim to inspire
the youth through this event
keeping in mind the ideology
of FIT India,” said the 38-year-
old  who won the
Commonwealth Heavyweight
Championship in 2015 and

face Saeed

2016.

“Competing against
Muhammad Saeed, who is an
elite athlete in his own right
will be the perfect way to
emphasize that age is no
barrier and I look forward to a
great fight to complete my
anticipated comeback
facilitated by World
Professional Wrestling Hub.”
The other match ups feature
Ilias Bekbulatov (Russia), 2017
European Wrestling
Champion vs Damon Kemp
(USA); Andrea Carolina
(Columbia), Olympian, vs
Vescan Cynthia (France),
Olympian; Bader Ali (UAE),
Silver medallist, Arab
Championship vs Mbo Isomi
Aron (Congo), Gold Medalist,
Games of La Francophonie;
Mimi Hristova (Bulgaria),
Olympian vs Skiba Monika
(Poland).

Davis

Cup stars felicitated

at inauguration of
Bengaluru Open 2024

PTI M BENGALURU

he Indian Davis Cup team,

which defeated Pakistan
resoundingly on their own turf
recently, was felicitated during
the inauguration ceremony of
the Bengaluru Open 2024 at
the Karnataka State Lawn
Tennis Association (KSLTA)
Stadium here on Monday.
The main draw of the
tournament was inaugurated
by  Manjunath  Prasad,
additional chief secretary in
the Karnataka government’s
department of  youth
empowerment and sport.
“Its a proud moment for the
Karnataka State Lawn Tennis
Association to have Davis Cup
stars participating at the
DafaNews Bengaluru Open
2024. Their achievement in
Pakistan was historic and
inspiring,” said R Ashoka,
President Karnataka State
Lawn Tennis Association.
“We extend our heartfelt
congratulations to the entire
team for their remarkable
victory in this historic match

and we look forward to
celebrating many  more
successes in the future””

The Indian team thrashed
Pakistan 4-0 to secure their
place in the Davis Cup World
Group I earlier this month.
The members of the winning
team — Ramkumar
Ramanathan, Sriram Balaji,
Saketh Myneni and Nikki K
Poonacha — were present at
the felicitation ceremony as
they will also feature in the
ongoing tournament.

“We welcome all of you to the
sixth edition of Bengaluru
Open 2024 and wish you all
the best. It will be an exciting
week for the fans as top players
will be in action, competing for
the coveted title,” said Prasad.
The ATP Challenger Tour 100
event, organised by KSLTA,
will be played from February
12-18 with the likes of star
Indian player Sumit Nagal,
who broke into the ATP Top-
100 ranking, former World No.
25 Vasek Pospisil of Canada
and others vying for honours.

PTI M SHAH ALAM (MALAYSIA)

Badminton
Championships

Asia Junior
medallist Tanvi

Thomas Cup champions India will
look to recreate magic when they
chase the elusive crown at the
Badminton Asia Team
Championships, which will mark the
return of double Olympic medallist P
V Sindhu from injury.

The Indian mens team, which lifted
the Thomas Cup in 2022 and secured
a first-ever silver medal at last year’s
Asian Games, will look to go all the
way in the continental event this week
after finishing with bronze medals in
the 2016 and 2018 editions.

It won't be a walk in the park for the
Indian men’s team, who will face
formidable China and Hong Kong in
its group A league matches.

However, India, led by HS Prannoy,
Lakshya Sen and inform doubles pair
of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty, will back themselves to
finish in the top two and make it to
the knockout stage.

The women’s team, led by Sindhu, got

India chase glory at BATC

the rub of green as China is the only
other team in Group ‘W’ and India
are thus already assured of a knockout
berth.

It will be an uphill task for the

women’s team, which will depend on
Sindhu and the two doubles pairs —
Commonwealth Games bronze
medallists ~ Treesa  Jolly-Gayatri
Gopichand and Guwahati Masters

2023 champions Ashwini Ponnappa-
Tanisha Crasto to provide them the
push.

For Sindhu, the event assumes extra
significance as she will look to test her
match fitness and regain confidence
after being missing action since
October last year.

The 28-year-old had suffered a knee
injury at the French Open and took
some time to regain her fitness and
then shifted her base to Bengaluru to
train under mentor Prakash
Padukone at PPBA.

The continental competition will also
be important for the players as it
offers valuable qualification points in
the race to the 2024 Paris Olympics.
Focus will also be on the young and
second string Indian players such as
Thailand Open super 300 semifinalist
Ashmita Chaliya, 16-year-old senior
national champion Anmol Kharb and

Sharma, who would be eager to
punch above their weight on the
grand stage. India will begin its
campaign on Wednesday with the
mens team taking on Hong Kong and
Sindhu and Co. Facing China at the
Setia City Convention Centre here.
While Hong Kong boasts of two solid
mens singles players in World No. 18
and World No. 22 Ng Ka Long Angus,
they lack a decent doubles pair and
India is expected to get across their
opponents.

The same can't be said about their
womens counterparts. China won't
have the presence of Olympic
champion Chen Yu Fei in their ranks
but the likes of World No. 8 Han Yue,
World No. 9 Wang Zhi Yi and World
No. 15 Zhang Yi Man could prove a
handful for Chaliha and Kharb.
China will also be without their top
doubles pair but World No. 4 Liu
Sheng Shu and Tan Ning will be tough
opponents.

Marathon world record holder Kelvin dies in car crash

AP M NAIROBI (KENYA)

Marathon world record-
holder Kelvin Kiptum,
who was set to be a superstar of
long-distance running and was
a top contender for gold at the
Olympics in Paris this year, was
killed along with his coach in a
car crash in Kenya.

Their vehicle was the only one
involved in the crash late
Sunday and Kiptum was
driving when it veered off a
road and into a ditch before
hitting a tree, police said.
Kiptum was 24 and one of the
most exciting prospects to
emerge in road running in
years, having broken the world
record in only his third
appearance in an elite
marathon. His record, set at
last year’s Chicago Marathon,
was ratified by international

track  federation = World
Athletics just last week.
His  death  reverberated

through Kenya, where runners
are the biggest sports stars.
Kenyans have also gotten used
to tragic tales involving their

top athletes after a number
have died in road crashes,
other accidents and domestic
violence cases.

“He was only 24 Kenyan
President William Ruto said in
a statement offering his
condolences. “Kiptum was our
future?”

Kiptum and his Rwandan
coach, Gervais Hakizimana,
were killed in the crash at
around 11 p.M., police said. It
happened near the town of
Kapsabet in western Kenya, in
the heart of the high-altitude
region thats renowned as a
training base for the best
distance runners from Kenya
and across the world.

Kiptum was born and raised in
the area.

A third person, a 24-year-old
woman, was also in the car and
was taken to a hospital with
serious injuries, police said.
Kiptum and Hakizimana died
at the scene.

Athletes and family members,
including Kiptum’s father,
gathered at the hospital
mortuary where the bodies of

Kiptum and his coach were
taken. One of the athletes,
former women’s steeplechase
world  champion Milcah
Chemos, struggled to speak
while breaking down in tears.
“I have no words to explain the
loss of Kelvin,” she said.
Kenneth Kimaiyo, a friend of
Kiptum, said he arrived at the
crash scene soon after it
happened and Kiptum had
been thrown out of the car.
Photos showed the silver car

with a badly mangled roof and
one of the doors flung open.
Kiptum was the first man to
run the marathon in under 2
hours, 1 minute in an official
race when he set the world
record of 2:00.35 in Chicago in
October, beating the mark of
fellow Kenyan and marathon
great Eliud Kipchoge.

Kiptum and Kipchoge were
expected to provide an enticing
all-Kenyan battle for marathon
gold in Paris and Kiptum was

due to start his season at the
Rotterdam Marathon in April,
which would have been his
first event since breaking the
world record.

World  Athletics  President
Sebastian Coe was one of the
first to offer his condolences in
a statement on X, formerly
Twitter. “We are shocked and
deeply saddened to learn of the
devastating loss of Kelvin
Kiptum and his coach, Gervais
Hakizimana,” Coe wrote. “On
behalf of all World Athletics we
send our deepest condolences
to their families, friends,
teammates and the Kenyan
nation”

“It was only earlier this week in
Chicago, the place where
Kelvin set his extraordinary
marathon World Record, that
was able to officially ratify his
historic time. An incredible
athlete leaving an incredible
legacy, we will miss him
dearly;” Coe wrote.

David Rudisha, Kenyas two-
time Olympic champion in the
800 meters, wrote on X that
Kiptum’s death was “a huge

loss”

Kiptum had immediate success
by running the fastest time
ever by a marathon debutant at
the 2022 Valencia Marathon.
The following year, he won the
London and Chicago races,
two of the most prestigious
marathons in the world. He set
a new course record at the
London Marathon last April
and then became the fastest
marathoner
months later.
While young and new to the
circuit, he had already run
three of the seven fastest
marathon times ever recorded
and was seen as a rare talent.
But he was also the latest
Kenyan star to die in
devastating circumstances.
David Lelei, an All-Africa
Games silver medalist, died in
a car crash in 2010. Marathon
runner Francis Kiplagat was
among five people who were
killed in a crash in 2018.
Nicholas Bett, who won gold in
the 400 meter hurdles at the
2015 world championships,
also died in a car crash in 2018.

in the world

AP M LONDON

he Champions League

narrative is so often about
Manchester City and Real
Madrid.
The past two champions of
Europe were the only teams to
sweep through the group stage
with six wins. They also are
first in action Tuesday when
the most prized competition in
club soccer resumes in the
round of 16.
Man City is away to a
Copenhagen team playing in
the knockout stage for the first
time in 13 years and Madrid is
at Leipzig for the first leg.
The two teams favored to lift
the trophy warmed up with
comfortable wins Saturday and
goals from signature players.
Erling Haaland confirmed his
return to form after a foot
injury with both goals in Man
City’s 2-0 win over Everton, his
first since Nov. 28 when
Leipzig was beaten 3-2 in their
Champions League group.
Haaland has a Premier League-
leading 16 goals and Madrid’s
Jude Bellingham has a La Liga-
best 15 after also scoring twice

Champions League knockout stage starts

in a 4-0 rout of second-place
Girona, which is owned by the
same Abu Dhabi group as Man
City.

But Bellingham has an ankle
injury, having asked to be
substituted Saturday, and is a
doubt to face Leipzig.

At the same time Madrid was
imperious in its domestic title-
chasing clash, Bayern Munich
was falling to an embarrassing
3-0 loss at Bayer Leverkusen in
its own table-topping game.
Bayern now trails Bundesliga
leader Leverkusen by five
points and its run of 11 league
titles is at risk again after barely
holding on to the trophy on the
last day last season.

The 2020 Champions League
winner visits Lazio on
Wednesday with its aura
dimmed despite Harry Kane’s
28 goals this season and
coming through the group
stage unbeaten for the sixth
straight year.

Also Wednesday, Paris Saint-

Germain hosts Real Sociedad,
which was the surprise winner
of a group ahead of last season’s
beaten finalist Inter Milan.
PSG is the in-form team
though it was edged for first
place in a tough group won by
Borussia Dortmund.

The French champion — with
Kylian Mbappé in the last few
months of his contract - is
unbeaten in all competitions
for three months, since a 2-1
loss at AC Milan.

“From what I can feel and
sense in and around the club
and the city, all I have seen for
the last three weeks is that we
are playing in the Champions
League. It is as if our life was at
stake,” PSG coach Luis Enrique
said Saturday. “We have to treat
the competition calmly”

Real Sociedad has slumped
and has just one win in eight
league games, including four
goalless draws.

REST OF THE ROUND: The
first-leg games continue Feb.

20 when Inter goes to Atletico
Madrid and PSV Eindhoven
hosts Dortmund. On Feb. 21,
Napoli hosts Barcelona and
Porto hosts Arsenal.

Second-leg games are played
from March 5-13. UEFA draws
pairings for the quarterfinals
and semifinals on March 15.

MORE TO PLAY FOR: This

Champions League has even
more at stake. Four more
entries must be decided for the
2025 Club World Cup, the
FIFA event relaunching at the
end of next season with 12
European teams in the lineup
of 32.

The Club World Cup rebrand
sees a month-long tournament
— a group stage and 16-team
knockout bracket — played
every four years in June-July,
starting in 2025 in the United
States. FIFA will pay tens of
millions of dollars in prize

money.
Europe will send each
Champions  League title

winner from 2021 to 24 -
Chelsea, Madrid and Man City
so far - plus the top eight or
nine teams in a ranking table
counting all Champions
League results in that four-
season period.

Countries can enter only two
teams unless it has at least
three different title holders. So,

the door is still open for
Arsenal.

Already definitely in on the
basis of ranking are Bayern,
PSG, Inter, Porto and Benfica.
Atletico is the next-best
Spanish team in ranking so
Barcelona must advance past
Napoli to stay in contention.
Dortmund is ranked second
among German teams and will
be confirmed if Leipzig is
eliminated by round of 16
opponent Madrid.

Also in line is Juventus, despite
serving a one-year ban from
UEFA  competitions  for
financial wrongdoing. Napoli
and Lazio need to advance
deep into this Champions

League.

BONUS ENTRIES: Every
result in the Champions
League, plus the Europa
League and Europa
Conference League, also
counts  toward  UEFAs
longstanding ranking table of
each countrys collective

performance.

What's new is the rankings
award extra places in the
expanded, 36-team
Champions  League next
season to the two countries
that collectively did best in the
three UEFA competitions this
season.

That’s key for teams who might
finish fifth this season in the
biggest leagues because Italy
currently leads the rankings
with Germany barely edging
England into third place. Spain
trails a little in fourth.

Each Champions League win
for Inter, Napoli and Lazio is
good for all Italian clubs doing
well in Serie A. It could be that
Manchester United’s path back
into the Champions League is
to rise to fifth in the Premier
League while English clubs’
UEFA ranking is boosted by its
biggest  rivals  winning
European trophies - Man City
plus Europa League contender
Liverpool.

And so, the 29 games left in the
Champions League through
the June 1 final in London have
great value beyond the 16 clubs
directly involved.
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PTI M RAJKOT

resh from a one-week
Fbreak in their pre-series

base Abu Dhabi, the
England cricket team on
Monday returned to India for
the remainder of the five-
match rubber against the
hosts, which is locked at 1-1
after two games.
The England team landed in
the city — venue for the third
Test — on Monday evening.
After their 106-run loss in
Visakhapatnam, the England
players opted to utilise the 10-
day break between the second
and third Test by relaxing and
playing golf in Abu Dhabi.
The third Test is scheduled to
be held here from February 15.
The visiting team will begin
training at SCA Stadium from
Tuesday morning, while the
India players will practice in
the afternoon.
A day before their return to
India, England were dealt a
blow with their frontline
spinner Jack Leach ruled out
of the remaining three Tests
with a knee injury.
However, no replacement will
be called up for Leach, an
indication that England will
continue with the spin trio of
Tom Hartley, Rehan Ahmed
and Shoaib Basheer for the rest
of the tour.
Joe Root is the visitors’ fourth
spin option behind the three

regular spinners.

England prepared for the
highly anticipated Test series
against India with an extensive
conditioning camp in Abu
Dhabi instead of arriving in
the subcontinent early for
practice matches.

AM L

The second match ended with
a day to spare as hosts India,
having lost the series opener,
staged a remarkable comeback
to level the series 1-1.

During the Abu Dhabi camp
prior to the series, the England
team spent a lot of time

working on ways to tackle the
Indian spinners.

While they rallied to emerge
winners in the opener, the
English batters were blown
away by Jasprit Bumrah’s
brilliant exhibition of reverse
swing bowling in the first

ANDS IN RAJKOT

innings of the second Test
before succumbing in a record
399-run chase to a disciplined
Indian bowling unit in their
second innings.

The fourth and fifth Tests will

be held in Ranchi and

Dharamsala.

KL Rahul ruled out of third Test, fails to recover

PTI W RAJKOT

Senior India batter KL
Rahul was on Monday
ruled out of the third Test
against England after failing
to fully recover from his
quadriceps strain that forced
him to miss the second match
in Visakhapatnam.

It is understood that Devdutt
Padikkal, the  talented
Karnataka left-hander who is
enjoying a great first class
season, will replace Rahul in
the squad.

“KL Rahul hasn’t yet reported
in Rajkot. Ravindra Jadeja,
the local boy has linked up
with the team. It was always a
case of subject to fitness and
BCCI medical team is still not
confident that he is match fit,”
a senior BCCI source told PTI
on the condition of
anonymity.

The selectors had earlier

named both Rahul and
Ravindra Jadeja in the squad
subject to clearance from the
BCCI’s medical team.

In his most recent Ranji
Trophy match, the 23-year-
old Padikkal scored 151 with
the chairman of selectors Ajit
Agarkar watching his knock
from the stands.

Padikkal has been in excellent
form this season. Having

started with a 193 against
Punjab in the opening game,
he struck 103 against Goa.
Besides his exploits in Ranji,
Padikkal also scored 105, 65
and 21 in his three innings for
India A in the two unofficial
Tests against England Lions.
As far as Rahul is concerned,
the 31-year-old batter’s
extended break raises a
serious  question  about

whether the senior India
players and the BCCIs
medical team are giving
proper picture about the
injury status of certain
players.

“If the BCCI’s medical team
knew in first place that
Rahul’s quad injury is as
serious as it looks, why in the
first place was he kept in
provisional squad. And why is
the player sending wrong
signals by posting videos of
his batting on Instagram
stories,” a senior BCCI official
asked.

Another senior player, who
was recently told that he
would be dropped for his
poor form, pulled out on
pretext of multiple injuries,
something that the board
hasn’t even mentioned.

The case of Ishan Kishan is
even more curious as he
hasn’t even spoken to his

home state unit on whether
he would play a Ranji Trophy
match or not.

With Rahul ruled out of the
third Test and possibly fourth,
the doors could open for
Sarfaraz Khan in the middle-
order now that Shreyas Iyer
has also been dropped.
However, there will be more
selection conundrum if Jadeja
takes his rightful place in the
XI.

Axar Patel has batted well in
the two Tests so far and
Kuldeep Yadav was the
second best Indian bowler in
Visakhapatnam after Jasprit
Bumrah.

As far as the keeper’s slot is
concerned, time is running
out for KS Bharath with
Dhruv Jurel breathing down
his neck, but the former could
still get one last chance in
Rajkot.

sports 12

In Virat absence, great chance
for England to win series: Broad

PTI ® CAPE TOWN

Former pacer Stuart Broad
says the ongoing India-
England Test series is the
most evenly-matched contest
that he has seen between the
two sides but the visitors have
a strong chance of emerging
triumphant as the “fire,
passion and competitiveness”
of Virat Kohli is missing from
the home team’s arsenal.
Speaking to PTI on the
sidelines  of the just-
concluded SA20, where he
was a commentator, Broad
said the absence of Kohli due
to personal reasons is a
downer but the matches so far
have been engrossing.

The five-match series is
locked 1-1 and the two teams
will now square off in the
third game in Rajkot,
beginning February 15.
“(The) first two matches were
very competitive and it is one
of the most exciting India-
England Test series that I have
seen. It is the most level
series,” he said.

“India won the last Test but
England’s  playing style
(‘Bazball) is quite effective in
India. With Virat not in the
team, it is a great opportunity
for the England team,” he
added.

Broad feels Kohli’s break has
also opened a window of

opportunity for the
youngsters in the Indian team
to make a name for
themselves.

“The battle between Virat and
England bowlers had been
great in the past. (James)
Anderson and Kohli’s battles
are quite famous. It's a shame
for the series and the sport
that he will be missing,” he
observed.

“..Virat adds to the quality of
any contest because he is such
a wonderful player who
brings fire, passion,
competitiveness and great fan
following to the sport. But
personal matters always take
preference over cricketing
matters,” he said.

“We saw in the last match
when Yashaswi Jaiswal scored
a brilliant double century,
pointed out the bowler who
snared 604 wickets in 167
Tests.

Broad said he is also very
happy with the performance
of his former new-ball
partner James Anderson on

I

India’s unresponsive tracks.
Anderson replaced Mark
Wood in the second Test at
Visakhapatnam and picked
up five wickets.

“We saw in the second Test,
seamers played an important
role with Jasprit Bumrah
giving a match-winning
performance and Jimmy
bowling like that on those
pitches.

“Everyone expected that the
pitch might spin a little bit
more but seamers had a lot
more success. Maybe with the
moisture in the morning;” he
said.

“Jimmy is nearing 700 wickets
and I know he is someone
who always takes wickets in a
winning cause,” he added
about  the  4l1-year-old
Anderson, who has claimed
179 Test wickets against India
in 68 tests.

Broad and Anderson formed
an intimidating pace
partnership at the peak of
their prowess but he does not
believe that they were the last
great Test fast bowling pair in
the era of T20 cricket. But he
did agree that to take more
than 1200 wickets together
will be difficult for another set
of two pacers.

“I don’t think we are the last
of the great bowing
partnership in Test cricket. I
think Jasprit Bumrah is an
outstanding Test bowler. I
don't think our partnership,
in terms of wickets we have
taken, will get overtaken
because of the longevity of
our career, he said.

“I certainly think that there
will be bowling partnerships
that will light up world cricket
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in the next few years,” he
added.

“I grew up watching fast
bowling partnerships like
Courtney Walsh and Curtly
Ambrose, Waqar Younis and
Wasim Akram, Darren Gaugh
and Andy Caddick to name a
few. I am sure there will be
another partnership coming
soon.”

Describing Test cricket as the
pinnacle of the game, the
former England captain said a
window for the format should
be created in which all
nations can play at the same
time.

“I think the charm of Test
Cricket is unmatched . It is a
wonderful spectacle. There
are many T20 leagues now
and a number of World Cups
coming around so scheduling
is difficult to fit.

“I can certainly see a period
where we have a window for
Test Cricket where all the
nations are playing at the
same time, kids watching
highlights, talking about the
performances of different
teams,” he said.

He also advised young fast
bowlers to balance their
training to increase their
career span.

“Every bowler should find out
what works for him for
longevity. I liked running
which I found crucial for my
injury prevention. Jimmy and
I did a lot of heavy weight
lifting as well that really
helped us.

“It's quite different in Test
cricket with 25 overs a day
while in T20 it’s only four. You
don’t need much power, just
balanced training,” he said.

RANJI TROPHY

Kerala crush Bengal,
jump to third spot

PTI M THUMBA (KERALA)

Veteran all-rounder Jalaj
Saxena grabbed a match
haul of 13 wickets on a rank-
turner as Kerala crushed
Bengal by 109 runs to taste
their first win of the ongoing
Ranji Trophy season here on
Monday.

The win propelled Kerala (14)
to third in the Group B table
behind leaders Mumbai (30)
and Andhra (25).

This was Bengal’s second suc-
cessive defeat of the season as
the last edition’s runners-up
slipped to sixth spot and their
knockout qualification hopes
are as good as over. Bengal had
endured an innings defeat to
Mumbai at home in their pre-
vious outing.

The spin-bowling all-rounder
Saxena followed up his 9/68 in
the first innings to pocket
4/104 as Bengal were bowled
out for 339 in their tough
chase of 449 runs.

Opener Abhimanyu Easwaran
completed his second fifty of
the match after Bengal resumed
the day on 77/2. But Saxena
gave the breakthrough first
dismissing Anustup Majumdar
(16) and then halted
Abhimanyu’s patient innings
for 65 (119b).

Playing his penultimate match
of his career, veteran Manoj
Tiwary also became Saxena’s
victim falling cheaply for 35.
Tiwary has announced that he
will finally call it a day after
Bengal’s last league match
against Bihar at Eden Gardens
from February 16.

Returning to action after a
two-month injury layoff,
Bengal premier all-rounder
Shahbaz Ahmed was the lone
warrior for as he chipped in
with an entertaining 100-ball
80 (8x4, 2x6).

Karan Lal gave him support
with a 78-ball 40 in an 83-run
alliance for the seventh wick-

et.

But it was just a formality for
the visitors with Basil Thampi
(2/8 from 2.4 overs) wiping out
the tail, first by effecting the
run-out of India Test-bound
Akash Deep and then dismiss-
ing Shahbaz.

RAHANE SLAMS FIFTY,
MUMBAI LOG 3 PTS: In
Raipur, veteran India batter
Ajinkya Rahane struck his first
fifty of Ranji Trophy season, as
his 56 not out helped Mumbai
bag three points by virtue of
their first innings lead over
hosts Chhattisgarh.
Resuming the day on 97/1
with an overall 98 run lead,
Mumbai declared their second
essay on 253/6 as both the skip-
pers, Rahane and Amandeep
Khare, agreed for a draw before
the tea break.

For the home side, left-arm
spinner Ajay Mandal returned
with 5/63 but that was not
enough to bowl Mumbai out.
The sidelined India batter,
Rahane’s previous scores in
this year Ranji Trophy has
been 0, 0, 16, 8, 9 and 1. This
was his first fifty in nine
innings as the Mumbai skipper
scored a 78 against Tripura in
the Vijay Hazare Trophy in
December last year.

ASSAM SECURE FIRST WIN
OF SEASON: In Guwahati,
Assam also secured their first
win of the season, defeating
Bihar by nine wickets. Assam
now have eight points from six
matches, three ahead of bot-
tom-rung Bihar in the eight-
team Group B standings.

The day’s hero was left-arm
spinner Rahul Singh who
claimed 5/49 as Bihar were
bowled out for 292 following
on.

It gave Assam an easy target of
95 as the home side cantered
home in 14.2 overs with open-
er Parvej Musaraf remaining
unbeaten on 52, his second fifty
of the match.

EAST COAST RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice No.: ST-SBP-TENDER-2024-06,
Dated : 05.02.2024
COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL
MAINTENANCE CONTRACT OF
MEDHA MAKE ELECTRONIC
INTERLOCKING SYSTEMS AT
TWENTY-SIX (26) STATIONS OF
SAMBALPUR DIVISION FOR THREE

YEARS.

LCLCCIAETTEN 9N 6,36,96,210/-, Cost of
tender document (3): 11,800/-, EMD (3):
4,68,500/-.

Tender Closing Date and Time]]
Hrs. on 28.02.2024.

At 1100

No manual offers send by Post/ Courier/ Fax or in
person shall be accepted against the e-tenders.
Even if these are submitted on firm'’s letter head
and receipt in time. All such manual offers shall be
considered invalid and shall be rejected
summarily without any consideration.

Complete information including e-tender
documents of the above e-tender is available in
website: http:/fwww.ireps.gov.in

Note: The prospective tenderers are advised to
revisit the website 15 (fifteen) days before the date
of closing of tender to note any changes/
corrigendaissued for this tender

Divl. Signal & Telecom Engineer (Signal),

PR-1077/0/23-24 Sambalpur

@

0-2524

‘GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS DIVISION, BARIPADA
¢ _mail =rw_mayurbhanj@yahoo.co.in
¢_Procurement Tender Call Notice No. Online 27/RWD/BPD/2023-24

1. Name of the work . Road Works

2. Total No.of works H 8 Nos

3. Estimated Cost Approx Estimated Cost Rs.5.70 lakhs to Rs.43.52
lakhs

4, Class of Contractor ‘B/‘C&'B’

C-3066

ww.ten 30rissa.

OIPR-13159/11/0044/2324

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE PURI MUNICIPALITY, PURI,

Email-purim.hud@nic.in

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
Identification No. P.M. 05/2023-24
Notice No. 1210 Dated. 12.2.24

1. Type of Work: Civil Work. 2. Total No. of works:74 nos, offIrjadividua-l Workf_i- 3.

Estimate Cost: Re. 249726/ TO Re.2728422/- 4. Period of completion: 45 to 90

Days 5. Date & time of availability of"bid document in the Portal: - from 03 P.M"?f 1
17.0‘_2‘.‘2024 to 05 P.M of 27.02.2024 6. Last date/Time for recaipl of bid ;ilthe
portal: - up to 05 P.M of 27.02.2024 7. Date of Opening of bid 11 A.M. "‘E'jf,d_.ta“.
28.02.2024 8. Name & address of the Officer inviting Bid: Executive Officer, Prt
Municipality, Puri. Further detail can be seen from the e-procurement porfc&ﬂ

v.in.

Executive Officer,
Puri Municipality, Puri

OIPR-25057/11/0042/2324

5. EMD EMD @ 1% of Estimated Cost Put to tender
6. Period of completion 1{One) Calendar month
7 Other details
Availability of tender On- Date & Time of
line for bidding Lastdateg | OPening of
) - imeof | tenderin the
ng!'ﬁ';':‘m Identification seeking office of the
No e To tonder | 3
gineer, RW.
clarification Division,
Baripada |
1 2 3 4 5 []
Superintending 27( Oni 17 -
Engineer, Rural (Online) | 1y 30224 | DL17.0224 | DLI7.0224 | 1y 750y
t e /RWD-BPD of upto 5.00 Upto 3.00
Works Division, at 11,00 AM, At6.30 P.M.
Baripada 2023-24 PM. PM.
Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersorissa.gov.in
SuperintendingEngineer

R.W. Division, Baripada

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
SUBARNAREKHA IRRIGATION DIVISION NO-1,JHARPOKHARIA
At/PO:-Sankucha, Via:- KM Katta, Oist:-Mayurbhan)

Mail Id. sidivision 1@agmail,com

Government of Odisha "o PROCUREMENT NOTICE
Bld ldentificntion No.03/ 23-24 of S.E,S.I.Dlvision No-J, Jharpokharia

Name of work

i Imgation Project.

Project

2 Estimated Cost

1)Construction of Waiting Hall, Rest Room for Devotees and Pujaka along with rooms for SankirtanMandal
near HaladiaPataThakurani Mandap under Periphery Development of H: i

2)Construction of Addi Class Room of Haladia Upper Primary School with Restoration of Existing Schoo!
| building under R & R assistance of Haladia Reservoir of Subarnarekha irrigation Project.

3)Consiruction of Market complex Building for accomodation of 5 nos of Shops near HaladiaThakurani Tempte
urder Periphery Development work of Haladia Reservoir of Subarnarekha Irrigation Project.

4A)Construction of WBM Road from Daradara Hata Chhak to Tentulidinga Bhubaneswar House Culvert with
both side Toe Wall under Periphery Development Works of Haladia Reservoir of Subamarekha lingzation

%) Censtruction of Cement Concrete Road from Nodhabani Pry. School to Biswanath fMurmu House at Village
Nodnhabant under Penphery Development Works of Haladia Reservoir in Subarnarekha Irngation Project

6) Construction of WBM Road from Rabindra Sethi Minor Canal Culvert to Sudam Sahi at Village Nodhaban:
under R & R assistance of Haladia Reservoir in Subarnarekha Irrigation Project

7) Construction of Cement Concrete Road from Haladia Left canal to Tapu Behera House and HatimodaChhak
' RD Road to Haladia Left Canal at village Hatimoda under Periphery Development Works of Haladia Reservoir
in Subarmarekha Irrigation Project
®) Construction of Cement Concrete Road from Bhunda House to Milu House at Nodhabani under Periphery

svelopment Works of Haladia Reservoir in Subarnarekha Irrigation Project
9Y Construction of Cement Concrete Road from RD Road to Ajit Naik House at Rangibeda under R & R

assistance of Haladia Reservoir in Subarnarekha Irrigation Project

oir under Subamarerha

1)Rs 21.94 Lakhs 2)Rs 14.24 Lakhs 3) Rs 12.73 Lakhs 4) Rs7.66 Lakhs 5) Rs 4 05
lakhs 8) Rs 6.28 lakhs 7) Rs 5.07 Lakhs 8) Rs 3.76 lakhs 9) Rs 6.02 Lakhs

Bid Security/ E.M.D.

1)Rs 22,000/- 2) Rs14,300/- 3) Rs 12,800/- 4) Rs 7,700/- 5) Rs 4,100/ 6) Rs 6,3G0/-
7) Rs 5,100/- 8) Rs 3,800/- 9) Rs 6,100/-

4 i Period of Completion

06 (Six) Calendar Months for the works SIno 1 to Sl no 3 and 03 (T hree) Calerdar
months for the works Slno 4to 9

—4
‘B'and C* et ™
5 | Class of Contractor z?arsssl Sgn'l‘ rchua’:\ Class Corftractor and for Sl no 2 to Sl no 9 are ‘C' and ‘D’
6 Date & Time of
availability of bid 13.02.2024 at 10.00 AM
| i document in the pertal

7 Last date/ume for -
receipt of bid in the
portal

22.02.2024 up to 5.00 PM

8 Date of opening of bid

23.02,2024 at 11:00 AM,

9 | Name & Address of the
oy T

Superintending Engineer, Subarnarekha Irrigation Division No-l, Jharpokharna

OIPR : 32085/11/0004/2324

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement Portal “https://tendersodisha.gov.in

Superintending Engineer
Subarnarekha Irrigation Division No-|
Jharpokharia

@

1 Name of the Work

2 Total Numbers of Works

3 Approximate Estimate Cost
4 Class of Contractor

5 Period of Compietion

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER FVONE:OFF: (06552):251263

RURAL IVISION:KORAPUT
0-2520 e-Procurement for Building Works
Letter No _ 687 Dtd 12.02.2024

Road Works in the district of Koraput for the year 2023-24

1 Nos

Rs. 20.00 Lakhs (Approximately)

C &"D" Class
within 1 Months

ermait - earwkoraput@yehoo.com

6 Other Details
Procrument Officer Bid Identifi No Availability of tender anline biddin
From To
Superintending Engineer, Online Tender/10/RWD-
RW.Division, Koraput KPT/2023-24 15.02.2024 at 11.00 A.M 21.02.2024 upto 5.30 P.M

dich

0-1527

Further details can be seen from the wWww, gov.in/nicgep/app
All time clarifi etc. will be uploaded in the website only. Bidders should regularly
visit the above ite to keep th I pdated
*N.B. Any A Cor ill b i . y
Y or e willhe n the only Superintending Engineer,
OIPR-25088/11/0014/2324 Rural Works Division, Koraput
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
CENTRAL RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BHUBANESWAR

up fo Rs. 20.00 Crores.

No.. 698 /Date.05.02.2024
%e” Procurement Notice for Building Works

1. | Name of the Work Building work
2, Tot?i No. of works: 1 No. of Building work for the year 2023-24
3. | Estimated Cost of the work: Rs.109.69 lakh
4. | Class of Contractor

a)Estimated cost more than Rs. 20,00 lakhs B Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other

up to Rs. 3.00 Crores. licensing authorities

b)Estimated cost more than Rs. 1.00 Crore A Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other

licensing authorities

Period of completion

As mentioned in Column-7 of Annexure

6. | Offered rates by bidder

The offered rate by the

it shall be excludi

g GST.

7. | Other details

Procurement Bid Availability of Tender on-{ine Date & Time of opening of tender
Officer Identification for biddin
No. From To Technical Bid Financial Bid
1 2 3 4 5 [}
Chief Construction Tender- To be intimated
Engineer, Central | Online-C.C.07 | 14.02.2024 at | 28.02.2024 up 29.02.2024 lateron
Rural Works Circle, of 2024 11.00 A.M. to 5.00 P.M. at 11.00 A.M
Bhubaneswar : o
Further details can be seen from the web site www.tendersodisha.gov.in
OIPR-25082/11/0051/2324 Chief Constructisn’ Engineer

Central Rural Works Circle, Bhubanesway




