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INBRIEF
RESHUFFLE: BIJAY DASH CMC COMMISSIONER
Bhubaneswar: In a bureaucratic reshuffle on Wednesday, the
Odisha Government appointed Puri Collector Bijay Kumar
Dash as the Commissioner of Cuttack Municipal Corporation
(CMC). Similarly, current CMC Commissioner Siddharth
Shankar Swain was posted as the Puri Collector. Mayurbhanj
Collector Ashish Thakare was given the charge of Baleswar
Collector while Dattatraya Bhausaheb Shinde, the present
Collector of Baleswar, was appointed as the Collector of
Mayurbhanj district.

SURENDRA SAI DEATH ANNIV HELD AT VSS NAGAR
Bhubaneswar: The Veer Surendra Sai Nagar Unnayan  Parishad
on Wednesday paid floral tributes to the statue of noted
freedom fighter Veer Surendra Sai on his death anniversary.
At the function held at VSS Nagar, VSS Nagar Unnayan
Parishad general secretary Dillip Dashsharma presided. Utkal

Sammilani State president Ananta Prasad Jena and local
Corporator Prabhisini Mohanty spoke about the contribution
of Surendra Sai in the freedom movement. Parishad vice-
president Prof Jayant Kumar Parida, treasurer Maheshwar
Biswal, Nimain Charan Das and Sital Chandra Mohanty also
recalled the contributions of the  eminent freedom fighter.

J
ust a few days ago, BJD sup
porters got the shock of their
life when the organising leader

of the invincible party declared in
the open that there are nearly
10,000 aspirants for 147 legislator
seats. This sounds mad as 68 indi-
viduals per Assembly seat are hope-
ful about grabbing a ticket. So, the
rest 67 disgruntled guys and girls
are likely to revolt unless they have
been indoctrinated soundly to
stand by the choice of the high com-
mand. Interestingly, for good rea-
sons, the BJD has no effective high
command which is the party work-
ing committee. Naveen Patnaik
runs the outfit as a highly adorable
supremo only to keep the self-serv-
ing political crooks under total con-
trol. Naveen, with the support of
his trusted aides, mostly smart,
highly-skilled bureaucrats, ensures
that no party fellow errs on the
moral front.

Former and serving bureaucrats
have come and gone, the latest be-
ing the most trusted VK Pandian,

BJD to win unless sudden internal rebellion upsets status

who gave up the coveted job to turn
a fulltime politician, is now the de
facto highest decision maker in all
critical matters including choosing
candidates for elections. VK has
established a failsafe machinery to
keep watch on all  potential candi-
dates- particularly those eyeing
berths in the State Assembly. He
has employed top class survey out-
fits which go deep into the aspiring
candidates' credentials and ante-

cedents. VK and his close team
would leave nothing to chance
while assessing candidates'
winnability. 2024 is a sensitive year
as there is much talk of a BJP-BJD
pact that will facilitate saffron vic-
tory for the Centre and Naveen
victory for the State. Modi and
Naveen respect each other so much
as never to disturb one another on
power-sharing issues. It is not a se-
cret that Naveen gifted a Rajya
Sabha seat to Ashwini Vaishnaw who
perhaps could not organise a Lok
Sabha constituency to battle from.
Thus, the happy deal was struck like
the last time to have Vaishnaw as
an Odisha political representative
bringing into the State great pub-
lic goods. Ashwini is of course do-
ing a commendable job for both
Modi and Naveen. Consequently,
the people of Odisha are benefit-
ting from his projects just too well.

After VK turned a politician, he
took complete command over the
BJD party affairs. The reason is
simple and clear. He slogs like mad

day in and day out to keep the BJD
afloat in extreme safety. He has
become one of the best poll strate-
gists in India by using latest infor-
mation technology and a superbly
chosen workforce. When he was a
plain bureaucrat, Naveen passed
instructions on his advice. Now
even if he is technically number two
in the fold, he is the de facto boss as
Naveen desires him to be so. All
was so immensely well until recent
times. But now that VK is boss,
some of the spineless, disgruntled
ticket-rejects are clandestinely plan-
ning to cause damage to the party
so as to have it lose more seats than
imagined. The pulse of the people
hasn't changed much though. The
organising official of the BJD may
have said things in a lighter mood
about 68 aspirants per single As-
sembly seat. But a methodical sur-
vey indicates the dejected ones will
try their best to cause fall of the
party somehow by switching loy-
alty or by internal sabotage.

The party headed practically by

VK has to strictly go by the survey
findings and not by the huge
amount of money some wealthy
ones dish out for tickets or for fund-
ing candidates pitted in close by
constituencies.

Strangely, for the first time in
Odisha, ordinary voters are going
to eat up the money and cast vote
as per personal choice. Twenty per
cent of standard voters are express-
ing preference for change. For all
this, the 2024 elections are not go-
ing to be absolute cakewalk for the
BJD; nor surely for the Lok Sabha
seats. The saffron gang is likely to
grab 12-16 seats for which the BJD
biggies are least bothered. On the
contrary, they would like to keep
the Modi-Shah duo happy in return
for maximum seats given away to
Naveen in the State Assembly.
Ashwini will keep playing the good-
to-all go-between until 2029.

The precarious condition of the
Odisha State BJP leaders is difficult
to describe in words. They have
been screaming hoarse against the

BJD blunders in vain, nay shame-
lessly so as the central bosses neces-
sarily offend them to dampen spirit
by spending precious time in joy-
fully close-door meetings with the
local adversaries against whom the
hapless local saffron midgets have
been consuming all their life's stored
energy to buy people's hearts. The
little public support that they man-
age to garner gets tossed to the gar-
bage yard as their national leaders
do not find it fit to discuss or spill
in public the sins of the enemy
camp while interacting with the
party guys or responding to the
media. Aparajita Sarangi today,
though safe in her own constitu-
ency, is actually a lone ranger as
the State party front-liners are by
now a fast-vanishing tribe.

All the same, the immensely suc-
cessful BJD has unknowingly
groomed a few self-destroying, ar-
rogantly wicked elements who are
likely to ditch the honchos in good
time during elections. Western and
northern Odisha voters have lost

the initial zeal to support the BJD
as of yore, so it seems. The coastal
region is relatively safe, most so
Cuttack. But Puri will witness the
fiercest parliamentary battle as
Sambit Patra has been buying
hearts for over four and a half years.
The constituency needs a local
heavyweight, a son of the soil, with
no baggage to give a fitting fight.

The Naveen team will not shed a
single drop of tear if Ashwini
Vaishnaw's fraternity wins most
berths in the Lok Sabha. They will
only celebrate local Assembly vic-
tory, which is very likely unless the
invisible rebels show up at the last
moment to cause loss and setback
by systematically planning inter-
nal sabotage.

VK's team better beware from now
as there is soft murmur already among
the ones who feel ignored! The survey
findings should be the sole criterion
for selection of candidates. Personal
preferences or bulging money bags of
individuals should never be the reason
for choosing any candidate.

BISWARAJ PATNAIK

HITTING THE BULL'S EYE

Money laundering: MLA Samal deposes before ED Gates receives KISS Humanitarian Award

In SambalpurIn SambalpurIn SambalpurIn SambalpurIn Sambalpur

Parking contractor fined
Rs 3L for overcharging Rs 12

IIM-S to host 100 CUBES Conclave tomorrowYouth Cong to gherao Naveen Niwas on Mar 1

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Bhandaripokhari BJD MLA
Prafulla Samal on Wednesday
deposed before the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) here in
connection with a money
laundering case.

The investigators reportedly
questioned him over his al-
leged involvement in the of-
fence.

The agency had earlier sum-
moned the MLA and his son
Prayaskanti to appear before
it with all relevant documents.

The matter pertains to the
alleged misappropriation of
funds by the management of
Bhadrak Institute of Engineer-
ing and Technology (BIET) in
Barapada. Prayaskanti is the
ex-president of BIET. He is
accused of embezzling the
funds of BIET and buying
lands worth crores of rupees
in Bhubaneswar.

Earlier, the ED had on Feb-
ruary 15 carried out simulta-
neous raids at multiple places
linked to the legislator and his
son. The searches were carried
out at 10 places in Bhadrak

town and Bhubaneswar.
The agency had seized a

Fortuner SUV and Rs 9 lakh
from the house of Prayaskanti
located at Palashpalli in
Bhubaneswar. However, the
vehicle has been registered in
the name of Trishna Sky-
scraper Limited, a construc-
tion company.

"ED investigation revealed
that Prayaskanti, Manoj Kumar
Goswami (Secretary) and oth-
ers of BIET society were alleg-
edly involved in misappropria-

tion of society money by forg-
ery and cheating. Prayaskanti
with other associates of the so-
ciety have engaged in the em-
bezzlement of crores of rupees
by way of financial irregulari-
ties. It has also been alleged that
they engaged themselves in
embezzlement the funds and
properties (acquired in the
name of the BIET) for their
personal monetary gain with
the help of forged/ fabricated
documents," the ED had said
in a release.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Global philanthropist Bill
Gates, co-founder of Microsoft
and co-chair of the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation,
was here on Wednesday
honoured with the KISS Hu-
manitarian Award 2023 in rec-
ognition of his philanthropic
work.

The ceremony acknowl-
edged Gates' contributions to
enhancing global health and
education and addressing cli-
mate change through innova-
tive technology solutions
aimed at reducing inequality.

 The award ceremony fea-
tured virtual participation
from the staff and students of
KIIT and KISS, along with
alumni. A notable moment
from the event was Mr. Gates's
engagement in a meaningful
conversation on gender equal-
ity, prompted by a question
from a KISS alumna.

 KIIT, KISS & KIMS
founder Prof Achyuta
Samanta said, "Awarding Bill
Gates with the KISS Humani-

tarian Award not only
honours his exceptional con-
tributions but also elevates the
prestige of this recognition."

 Gates lauded Dr Samanta's
vision and dedication to pro-
viding quality education to
indigenous communities and
highlighted the importance of
civic engagement and a com-
munity-first approach to edu-
cation.

 Initiated in 2008, the KISS
Humanitarian Award is the
highest honour of KIIT and
KISS dedicated to recognising
individuals and organisations
that embody the spirit of hu-
manitarian work worldwide.
The award consists of a cita-
tion scroll and a gold-plated
trophy that depicts a great so-
cial message given at a public
function at KISS.

PNS     �����   SAMBALPUR

The IIM Sambalpur is all set
to host 100 CUBES Conclave
on March 1.

The event will be inaugu-
rated by Union Minister for
Education, Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship,
Dharmendra Pradhan.

IIM Sambalpur Director
Prof Mahadeo Jaiswal said

that the day-long conclave
will be embedded with various
precursor events like "Startup
Open Mic", Fireside Chat",
"Master Training Session", and
"Exhibitions", among others.
These events will set the stage
for the momentous event later
for the day. The conclave will

witness the participation of the
industry leaders, like MD, Bajaj
Finserv Sanjiv Bajaj and MD,
Parry EnterprisesRashmi
Ranjan, among others.

Union Minister Pradhan
will also inaugurate "I-Hub
Foundation", which is estab-
lished under Section 8 as a reg-
istered company, as IIM
Sambalpur's incubator.

As part of the conclave - the
startup extravaganza will fea-

ture an exhibition showcasing
50 startups from Sambalpur,
Jharsuguda, Sundargarh,
Bargarh, and other districts of
Odisha. The event anticipates
approximately 1,200 attendees,
including 300 startups, as well
as key stakeholders, investors,
industry mentors, ministry
representatives, students, and
members of the incubator and
venture capital (VCs) or angel
investor communities.

PNS     �����   SAMBALPUR

The Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission,
Sambalpur has ordered a park-
ing contractor to pay more
than Rs 3 lakh to a consumer
for overcharging him Rs 12

The court imposed a fine of
Rs 2 lakh to the contractor.
Moreover, the contractor has
also been directed to deposit
Rs 1 lakh in the consumer wel-
fare fund of the district.

The court also asked the
parking contractor to refund
Rs 12 at an interest of 12 per

cent per annum and also pay
Rs 10,000 towards the litiga-
tion cost to the complainant
Prafulla Kumar Das, who had
been charged Rs 24 instead of
the usual rate of Rs 12 for park-
ing his scooter.

As per the complaint, Das
had parked his two-wheeler
near the parking lot at the
Sambalpur railway station on
November 1, 2023. He got a
parking ticket where he was
asked to pay Rs 30. If the park-
ing was for more than 12
hours, then the parking fee was
fixed Rs 12. However, the

commuter returned before 12
hours. As per the fixed rule, he
should have been returned Rs
18. However, the employee at
the parking stand returned
only Rs 6 to the commuter.
When he asked about the ex-
cess amount of charge, the
parking employee refused to
return the rest of the amount.

Following the incident, Das
moved to the Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission seeking
justice in the matter. After the
perusal of the pleadings and sub-
mission of the parties, the com-
mission conducted the hearing.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

In the 24-year tenure of the
Naveen Patnaik Government
the youths of Odisha are ne-
glected, tortured and looted.
The government doesn't have
any special or appropriate
scheme to provide employ-
ment to the youths, alleged the
Youth Congress here on
Wednesday.

The government, which had
promised to provide 2 lakh jobs
every year, should have pro-
vided 48 lakhs jobs till now as
per its assurance. But unfortu-
nately, more than 2 .226 lakh
government jobs are lying
vacant. Even many youths of
the Chief Minister home dis-
trict Ganjam are migrating to
Surat in search of employ-

ment. Whatever industries
coming up using the natural
resources of the State are not
providing employment to lo-
cal youths, said Youth Con-
gress State president Ranjit
Patra.

The BJD Government has
failed in every sector, be it
health, education or maintain-
ing law and order. Besides, the
government is neck deep in
corruption. Forty per cent
commission is being taken in
government schemes. There
are multiple scams from min-
ing to chit fund. So, in a bid
to overthrow the anti-people
government, the Youth Con-
gress would gherao the Naveen
Niwas on March 1 with the
slogan 'Naveen Hatao, Odisha
Banchao,' Patra said.
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Murmru in Odisha on 4-day visit

President lays stones for many projects
‘Clarify on using Conch symbol in advertisements' Gates reviews dev activities in BBSR slum
ECI asks Odisha
Govt, BJD
PNS     �����  BHUBANESWAR

The Election Commission
of India (ECI) is learnt to have
sought clarification from the
Odisha's Chief Secretary and
the general secretary of the
ruling Biju Janta Dal (BJD) for
using the party's "Conch" sym-
bol in advertisements issued
by the State Government us-
ing public funds.

Quoting sources, news
agency ANI said, "The step is
in congruence with the no-
nonsense attitude of the Com-
mission under Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
towards the disturbance of a
level playing field."

According to sources, the
ECI has noted that the said
activity violates its October 7,
2016 instructions which state
that "The Commission is of the
view that utilising public
funds/public places for pro-
moting any political party or
propagating its election sym-

bol would be antithetical to
the concept of a free and fair
election and the principle of a
level playing field for all stake-
holders. Accordingly, the
Commission has directed that
no political party shall hence-
forth either use or allow the
use of any public funds, pub-
lic place, or government ma-
chinery for carrying out any
activity that would amount to
an advertisement for the party
or propagating the election
symbol allotted to the party."

The Bharatiya Janata Party,
the major opposition party in
Odisha, and a few other politi-
cal parties had reportedly filed
complaints with the ECI that
the "Conch" symbol of the
BJD is being displayed and
promoted through various ad-
vertisements in leading
Odisha newspapers, TV chan-
nels and State-owned buses
and by way of hoardings in
different cities and towns in
Odisha. The commission has
sought a reply from the State
Government and the party on
the allegations by 17.00 hrs on
March 2, 2024.

Visits Krushi
Bhawan
NALINI SAHU     �����
BHUBANESWAR

Microsoft co-founder and
philanthropist Bill Gates on
Wednesday reviewed many
programmes undertaken by
the Odisha Government in
Bhubaneswar in collaboration
with the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation.

Gates attended several
programmes, including one
with a focus on the use of arti-
ficial intelligence for farmers,
at the Krushi Bhawan.

He reviewed the
programmes undertaken at
Maa Mangla slum in the city.
Gates, his team of officials and
State Government officials
discussed with the slum dwell-
ers for more than half an hour.

Gates also had a special dis-
cussion about the transforma-
tional activities undertaken by

the government in the slum
with some women in the area
after visiting a few houses.

Apart from meeting Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik at
the Naveen Niwas, Gates at-
tended other programmes re-
lated to the Jaga Mission
(scheme for development of
slums), the Mukta scheme
(localised employment oppor-
tunities for the urban poor)
and Mission Shakti.

He also visited the agricul-
tural review centre at Krushi
Bhawan.

Since 2021, the Odisha
Government's Departments
of Agriculture & Farmer Em-

powerment and Fisheries and
Animal resources have col-
laborated with the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation for
innovation in data-driven de-
cision-making.

"Gates observed the land
rights given to the slum dwell-
ers and toilets and drinking
water facilities from tap pro-
vided at every household. He
also interacted with the women
on how the community, Mis-
sion Shakti group and Self Help
Groups (SHG) have partici-
pated in the transformation
programmes," said Develop-
ment Commissioner Anu
Garg.

NALINI SAHU
�����  BHUBANESWAR

President Droupadi
Murmru on Wednesday ar-
rived in Odisha on a four-day
visit to the State. She reached
the Kichakeswari temple at
Khiching in her native
Mayurbhanj district.

Murmu, her daughter Sushri
and Odisha Governor
Raghubar Das had darshan of
the goddess at the temple.

She laid the foundation-
stone for a Central Govern-
ment Holiday Home at
Rairangpur. She also virtually
laid the foundation-stones for
various road projects and a
Sports Complex at Rairangpur
and inaugurated an Eklavya
Model Residential School in
Badasahi.

Murmu said, “I have been
frequently visiting Odisha and

it is only due to the love for
my birthplace and love of the
people that I am holding such
a post. How can I forget the
place?”

“There is a health centre in
Rairangpur and it is catering
to the patients of
neighbouring States as well.
The Centre has sanctioned Rs
5,900 crore under the National

Health Mission. Cooperation
of the State Government is
required under the federal
structure so that more devel-
opmental schemes can be ex-
tended to this area,” said
Murmu.

In Odisha, 87 new Eklavya
Model Residential Schools
would be set up with the high-
est 19 in Mayurbhanj.
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F
ebruary 29, 2024 is ISKCON
Guru, Baishnaba Acharya,
preacher, philosopher, Sri

Srimad Gour Gobinda Swami
Maharaj's 29th Holy Disappearance
Day. The day will be observed with
much pomp and gaiety in the
ISKCON centers all over the world,
including in Bhubaneswar.

Gurudev was born on September
2, 1929 in Jagannathpur in
Jagatsinghpur district. His mother's
name was Pata Mahadei and father's
name was Iswar Chandra Manik.
His childhood name was
Brajabandhu. He was very talented.

He analized the Gita, Bhagabata,
Chaitanya Charitamruta at the age
of eight and gave very nice lecture
to the villagers in his village temple.

He started teachership for
maintaning his family. Also he
continued his study during his
teachership career. He passed with
distinction the Batchelor degree

ISKCON Guru Gour Govinda an eminent preacher
during the year 1958 and post
graduate degree in the year 1961.
He married Basanti Debi, daughter
of Kalyan Nandi of Patakura area
in the year 1953 and started his
family life.

He left family life, teachership
and started Sanyas life. He took
permission from the presiding deity
of his uncle's house, Gopal Jew and
left the house on April 10, 1974.
He declared himself Gour Gopal
instead of Brajabandhu. He started
travelling from city to city all over
India and inquired about his
spiritual guru. At last, he arrived at
Brundaban. He visited many
temples and spiritual organisations
at Brundaban. Finally, he met
founder Acharya of ISKCON, Srila
AC Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupad.

Srila Maharaj accepted him in his
heart as his spiritual master or guru
and obeyed his direction.
Prabhupad directed him to translate
his book 'Back to Godheard' in
Hindi language. Prabhupad was
satisfied with his translation and his

depth in Hindi literature. He
directed him to move to Hyderabad
and translate his writings.

As per his direction Gurudev
proceded to Mayapur. Prabhupad
gave Harinam initiation and
changed his name from Gour
Gopal to "Gour Govinda". He
directed him to stay at Nayapalli
and construct a new temple there
in the land donated by one Chhabi

Kanungo and continued his
preaching programme there.
Krishna Balaram Mandir was
inaugurated at Vrindaban during
the year 1975. On the same tithi,
Prabhupad declared him Gour
Govinda Swami instead of Gour
Govinda Das by giving him
sannyas initiation.

His preaching programme in
Krishna consciousness spread
internationally. He travelled to the
United States of America, England,
USSR, Canada, many western
countries, South Africa, Australia,
Indonesia etc, besides important
cities of India and created
thousands and thousands of
followers and devotees. He
constructed the lotus temple in the
premises of ISKCON, Bhubaneswar
and installed the deity Radha
Gopinath there and a new image
to ISKCON, Bhubaneswar.

He took many miracle projects
and started some amazing work
during the year 1996. He started a
Gosala and farm project at Atala,
Jagannathpur which is 14km away

from ISKCON,
Bhubaneswar. He proposed to

keep 108 cows there. He started a
fassi tree project at Dasapalla forest
in Nayagarh which is essentially
meant for construction of chariot
for Car Fesitval at Lord Jagannath,
Puri and he also started
Dandabhanga

project at Puri district. He
organised Hare Krishna Utsav for
3 days in the Exisibition

Ground, Bhubaneswar where
international devotees and
intelectuals of ISKCON

participated. He also modernised
the Allarnath temple at Brahmagiri
of Puri district.

The GBC conference was
underway in Mayapur in West
Bengal, Calcutta during the month
of February 1996. Maharaj was
replying to all questions one after
another with due patience. He
passed away there.

Hare Krishna
(The writer is State PRO,

ISKCON, Bhubaneswar Mob-

9132090199 /8847875959)

RADHAKANTA DAS

On his Holy Disappearance Day

CM launches projects worth Rs 2,200 cr in Baleswar

Jeevika Samriddhi ProjectJeevika Samriddhi ProjectJeevika Samriddhi ProjectJeevika Samriddhi ProjectJeevika Samriddhi Project

Vedanta initiative paves path
for smart agri-entrepreneurs

Cong gheraoes Kendrapada DM

In KendrapadaIn KendrapadaIn KendrapadaIn KendrapadaIn Kendrapada

Wedding ceremony turns into battlefield

Dharmasala Cong leader
Debendra joins BJP

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Jajpur district Dharmasala Assem-
bly constituency's young leader
Debendra Kumar Panda joined the
BJP in a function held at the BJP
headquarters here on Tuesday. BJP
State president Manmohan Samal
inducted him to the party officially.

Debendra is the nephew of late
Kangali Charan Panda, who was a
tall Congress leader of the
Dharmasala constituency and was
the party MLA twice from there in
the 1980 and 1985 elections.

Debendra started his political ca-

reer as the Students' Union presi-
dent of local Upendranath Sarada
College and then worked under the
leadership of Kangali Panda to
strengthen the Congress
organisation and manage elections.

He joined the BJP being sidelined
by the Congress and attracted by the
BJP's ideology and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership. His in-
duction to the BJP is expected to
strengthen the BJP in the Dharmasala
constituency and weaken the Con-
gress. He is also aspiring for the BJP's
Assembly ticket for the constituency
in the 2024 elections.

Amrit Bharat schemeAmrit Bharat schemeAmrit Bharat schemeAmrit Bharat schemeAmrit Bharat scheme

3 rly stations in K'jhar to be redeveloped

Mukhya Mantri Janajati Mission: A game changer for tribal livelihood

With various
demands
PNS     �����   KENDRAPADA

Thousands of activists of
Kendrapada Block  and Nagar
Congress Committee on Tues-
day took out a rally through
the main thoroughfare of the
township and reached at dis-
trict Collector's office.

The activists later gheraoed
the collectorate where they
organized a protest meeting.
The agitation was named as
"Mati Pai Jail Chalo", presses
for various demands for the
development of the district.

They were led by the senior
Congress leader and former
Minister, Ganeswar Behera,
former MLA of Aul, Debendra
Sharma, former MLA
Chinmaya Behura, District

Congress Committee presi-
dent Lokanath Maharathi and
Ratikanta Kanungo.

The demands included setting
up of a medical college at
Kendrapada, giving university

status to Kendrapada Autono-
mous College, running a passen-
ger train on Paradip -Haridaspur
railway line in Kendrapada and
setting up a city hospital at
Kendrapada Municipality etc.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The Vedanta Aluminium's
agriculture-based sustainable
livelihood initiative "Jeevika
Samriddhi Project" has been
unfolding a tale of transfor-
mation among the farmers in
Jharsuguda district.

By introducing 'Climate
Smart Agricultural Practices'
and allied interventions, this
flagship project of the com-
pany has elevated the lives of
over 400 farming households
in its initial phases.

With the third phase under-
way now, the project aims at
empowering an additional 500
farming households in the vil-
lages of Parmanpur,
Kumudapali and Dalki in the
district.

Sharing his transformative
journey through the imple-
mentation of "System of Rice
Intensification (SRI)" method
of paddy cultivation, an elated
Manbodh Pradhan from
Parmanpur village informed,
"SRI reduced my input costs
and increased my productiv-
ity. Now, I'm harvesting 51
quintals of paddy from 2 acres,"

Sharing another success
story from Gudigaon village,
farmer Naresh Patel acknowl-
edged, "The training sessions
on natural pest management
and organic farming methods
ensured the cultivation of a
range of cash crops like gin-
ger, chilli, coriander, bottle
gourd and many more which
is fetching very good returns."

Jharsuguda district Assistant
Director of Horticulture
Manoranjan Nanda, who has
been closely associated with
this project, remarked, "Jeevika
Samridhhi is positively im-
pacting a large number of

farming households by intro-
ducing them to advanced ag-
ricultural practices as well as
to the best practices in land
and water management. I'm
hopeful that the third phase
would transform the agricul-
tural landscape in Jharsuguda."

Notably, the ongoing Phase
III of Vedanta Aluminium's
ambitious "Jeevika Samriddhi
Project" introduces innovative
and sustainable solutions to
tackle the challenges of rural
agriculture. From pond resto-
ration and solar pumps ensur-
ing reliable irrigation to mod-
ern micro-irrigation methods
optimising water usage, the
project familiarizes farmers on
using advanced techniques like
the "System of Rice Intensifi-
cation (SRI)" and the "WADI'
model to revitalise barren
lands, boosting crop yields
sustainably.

The farmers, who are part
of the "Jeevika Samriddhi
Project", are engaged in culti-
vation round the year due to
improved irrigation facilities
which has reduced dependency
on rains.

In its third phase, installa-
tion of solar irrigation system
in existing bore wells has aug-
mented the irrigation infra-
structure for the farmers. The
implementation of solar-pow-
ered irrigation facilities sup-
ports farmers in cultivating a

variety of hybrid vegetables,
including leafy greens.

The SRI method of paddy
cultivation and adoption of
cash crops have increased the
average crop productivity and
has enhanced the monthly in-
come of farmers, contributing
to a 50% increment in
monthly income for 77% of
farmers associated with the
project.

With a focus on organic
farming, practices such as the
setting up of vermin compost
tanks and bio-manure to en-
hance soil fertility naturally,
are elucidated in detail to the
farmers.

Furthermore, the project
supports agri-allied activities
such as pisciculture, offering
farmers additional avenues for
income generation. By inte-
grating fish farming with tra-
ditional agriculture, farmers
can maximise land utilisation
while tapping into new mar-
kets and revenue streams.

Moreover, comprehensive
training from experts and ex-
posure visits empower farmers
with knowledge in climate-
smart agriculture practices and
modern technological interven-
tions. Together, these initiatives
not only enhance agricultural
productivity but also promote
environmental sustainability
and economic resilience within
rural communities.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Wednesday un-
veiled a series of projects worth
Rs 2,200 crore in Baleswar, in-
cluding the inauguration of the
Smriti Pith dedicated to
Manmath Das and Manoj Das
at Shankhari in the district.

In a tribute to both
Manmath Das and Manoj
Das, the CM hailed their tal-
ents and wisdom, crediting
their contributions to history

and literature for bringing
pride to the nation. He ex-
pressed gratitude to the fami-
lies of Manmath Das and
Manoj Das for their support
in establishing this memorial.

The Chief Minister also in-
troduced the 'Lav' scheme,

granting tribal communities
in Nilgiri communal forest
rights over minor forest pro-
duce. Additionally, land rights
certificates were given to slum
dwellers of the Remuna Noti-
fied Area Council under the
JAGA Mission.

Reflecting on proposals
from the people of Baleswar
during the visit of 5T Chair-
man VK Pandian to the dis-
trict, the CM announced the
launch of various projects
worth Rs 22 billion. Addition-
ally, he inaugurated the city

bus service for Baleswar town.
Stressing his government's

commitment to the welfare of
the common people, the CM
highlighted initiatives such as
the Biju Health Welfare
Yojana, Lakshmi Bus scheme
and interest-free loans for
women farmers and youths
aimed at fostering develop-
ment across all sectors. He
noted the success of the Nua-
O programme for students in
instilling enthusiasm and self-
confidence among them.

Inauguration fest
held
PNS     �����   KEONJHAR

Out of 554 railway stations
in the country, three stations
namely Keonjhar, Juruli and
Barbil will be redeveloped un-
der the Amrit Bharat station
scheme. Accordingly, on Feb-
ruary 26, the inauguration
program was held at the re-
spective railway station. While
Padma Shri Tulasi Munda
graced the occasion as the chief
guest at Barbil, Champua MLA
Meenakshi Mahanta was the

chief guest at Juruli.
 Similarly, Sadar MLA

Mohan Majhi, Rengali MLA

Nauri Naik and Nialagiri MLA

Sukanta Kumar Nayak were

present at Keonjhar railway

station. Keonjhar MP

Chandrayani Murmu failed to

attend the event at Keonjhar,

although she had been invited.

 Before the start of the vir-

tual inauguration by PM

Narendra Modi, cultural

programmes were held by stu-

dents of local schools. They

were felicitated for their suc-

cess in different competitions.

After drunken
Baratis create
ruckus
PNS     �����   KENDRAPADA

A wedding ceremony
turned into a battle zone at
Kaitha village in Rajnagar in
Kendrapada district after some
drunk members of the
groom's side allegedly created
ruckus on Tuesday night.

Later, the irate villagers de-
tained the couple following the
group clash with the groom's
family. The incident was trig-
gered after some members
from the groom's side alleg-

edly misbehaved with the
bride's family members and set
their vehicle on fire in an in-
ebriated state.

On the other hand, the
groom's side claimed that the
couple was not allowed to leave
the village even after the ritu-
als were completed.

As per reports, Harekrushna
Roul's son Manas of

Jaduchandrapur village under
Rajnagar police station in the
district was getting married to
Prafulla Padhiari's daughter
Pratima of Kaitha village.

After the baaratis were
served dinner, some of them
consumed alcohol and started
misbehaving. They created a
ruckus and even went on to
set afire an auto-rickshaw of
the girl's uncle which further
enraged the villagers resulting
in a violent clash.

The Rajnagar police on get-
ting information reached the
spot and started an investiga-
tion. A case has been regis-
tered.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Ujedi Pangi (32), wife of
Hari Pangi of Upper
Barabandha village under Kotia
gram panchayat in Pottangi
block has taken the lead in
having strawberry cultivation
over 3 acres of land under the
guidance of ITDA, Koraput
under Mukhya Mantri Janajati
Jeevika Mission (MMJJM)
under ST,SC Development
Minorities and Backward
Classes Welfare Department.

Ujedi and other farmers are
very happy to see the lovely
red exotic fruits on the plants
creating a very encouraging
scene on the mulching bed.
Here as one acre has been cul-
tivated by the SHG consist-
ing 10 members, Ujedi ex-
pects Rs. 1.50 lakh as mini-
mum share per member till
May-end.

Sushila Kishan (24) from
Badaposh village under
Bonaigarh block in
Sundargarh is now confident
that her family will no longer
“lead a life of difficulties”. Her
family could now be able to
diversify their livelihood bas-
kets and earn an additional
income of 30,000/- just within
3-4 months’ of time.
For Sabita Sabara (48) the har-
vest of 42 quintals of toma-
toes in just three months was
a wonderful achievement.
From the remote Rengam vil-

lage under Siriguda Gram
Panchayat of  Gudari Block
and Integrated Tribal Devel-
opment Agency (ITDA)
Gunupur, Sabita is a star per-
former from among 120
members of ”Rengam Janajati
Jeevika Parishad.

Baruna Dehury (38), a mar-
ginal farmer in Khuntakata
village of Banspal block under
ITDA Keonjhar has proved his
expertise with a bumper cauli-
flower production and a profit
of Rs 50,000 through his har-
vest and has discovered a bet-
ter option for livelihood un-
der MMJJM.

Somanath Mundagadia (37)
of Hataguda village under
Parajamuthai gram panchayat
in Semiliguda block of ITDA,
Koraput was earlier dependent
on the millet yields from his
2.50 acre land. But, he is now
happy to get a return of around
Rs 1.75 lakh of vegetable crops
under MMJJM.

Surmuni Chatar (52) from
Bangiriposi village under
Jhadghosda gram panchayat of

Sukruli block and ITDA
Karanjia’s success story is based
on the cluster plan prepared
by the JJP. With the current
mustard yield Surmuni’s fam-
ily is earning Rs 5,000 to
6,000/ in a month and hopes
that it can go up to Rs 50,000
in the coming year.

MMJJM: A GAME

CHANGER

The MMJJM Programme is
funded by the Odisha Govern-
ment and the State Budget has
provisioned Rs 500 crores for
it for three years starting the
2023-24 fiscal. Operating in
13 districts and 119 Tribal Sub-
Plan (TSP) blocks, it encom-
passes 22 ITDA areas and the
initial phase runs from 2023-
24 to 2025-26 financial years.
In the first phase, the
programme aims to directly
benefit 1.5 lakh tribal house-
holds.

The programme, spear-
headed by the ST,SC Devel-
opment Minorities and Back-
ward Classes Welfare Depart-
ment, is implemented by

ITDAs with support of a State-
level PMU by non-govern-
ment organisation PRADAN
and 16 other partner NGOs as
facilitators with the ITDAs.

MMJJM is one of the Larg-
est Livelihood promotion ini-
tiatives directly and specifically
meant for the indigenous
communities of Odisha.

MAJOR ACTIVITIES

The main activities of
MMJJM include promotion
and strengthening of Janajati
Jeevika Parishad (JJP) as the
community level grassroots
institution and establishing
the Livelihood production
clusters, entry point activities
to build the confidence of the
community, development of
farm clusters through critical
input support and following
regenerative agriculture and
non-synthetic approach of
crop production and creation
of suitable irrigation infra-
structures to enhance crop in-
tensity.

MMJJM OUTCOMES
Commissioner-cum-Secre-

tary ST,SC Development Mi-
norities and Backward Classes
Welfare Department Roopa
Roshan Sahoo said “MMJJM
has resulted in significant in-
crease in the farm income of
the beneficiaries in its initial
year. In the subsequent years,
as per the plan, intervened
crop area under cultivation will
be doubled and hundred per-
cent of the farm families will
adopt a better package of prac-
tices due to project interven-
tion.”

After 3 years the scheme en-
visaged fifty percent increase in
productivity of the crops taken
under cluster development
programme and fifty percent of
the cluster areas have come un-
der irrigation. While it has
helped in fifty percent increase
in area under cultivation in both
winter and summer season in-
cluding doubling of crop inten-
sity, forty percent of wasteland/
fallow lands/FRA lands of the
clusters villages were brought
under active cultivation through
the activities of MMJJM.
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Aworried Congress
hurried on Wednesday
to save its Government

in Himachal Pradesh amid
dramatic developments,
including a resignation
announcement by high-
profile Minister Vikramaditya
Singh and the suspension of
15 BJP MLAs by the Speaker. 
The party engaged in a
damage control exercise to
prevent the possible loss of a
State ruled by the party just
weeks ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections. 
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge
despatched three observers —
Bhupesh Baghel, Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, and D K
Shivakumar — to Shimla,
indicating that the party
could take some “tough steps”.
The crisis was triggered by
Tuesday’s cross-voting by six
Congress MLAs in the Rajya
Sabha election for the lone
seat from Himachal Pradesh.
The party has now sought the
disqualification of these
MLAs from the Assembly,
and the matter was heard by
Speaker Kuldeep Singh
Pathania who reserved his
order. 
The suspended BJP MLAs,
including the Leader of the
Opposition Jai Ram Thakur,
initially refused to leave the
House, apparently to stall the
Assembly from passing Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh

Sukhu’s Budget through voice
vote. The BJP demanded
voting on the Budget,
believing it would reveal that
the Congress had lost its
majority in the State Assembly. 
The House later passed the
Finance Bill by voice vote
with no BJP member present.
The Speaker then adjourned
the Session sine die. Chief
Minister Sukhu dismissed
speculation that he was
resigning, stating, “Neither
the high command, nor
anyone else has asked me for
resignation,” Sukhu said. 
Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi was defeated by
BJP’s Harsh Mahajan on

Tuesday through a draw of
lots, after the two candidates
bagged 34 votes each.
The result meant that the
Congress, which had come
into power in the State just 14
months ago, winning 40 seats
in the Assembly, had failed to
reach the halfway mark. 
The BJP won 25 seats in the
House of 68 in 2022. There
are three Independent MLAs,
who were believed to be with
the ruling Congress until the
cross-voting crisis erupted.
Early morning, Leader of
Opposition Jai Ram Thakur
led a delegation to Raj Bhavan
to meet Governor Shiv Pratap
Shukla to ensure that the

Finance Bill was passed only
through a division.
Late in the evening, the
Congress observers began
their interaction with party
MLAs. Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh said
Kharge had asked the
observers and AICC in-
charge for the State Rajeev
Shukla to speak to all MLAs,
including those who are
disgruntled, and submit a
comprehensive report to him
soon.
“The Congress will not
hesitate to take tough steps as
the party is our priority and
will not let the people’s
mandate be betrayed in

Himachal Pradesh,” Ramesh
said at the AICC Press
conference in the national
Capital.
Earlier in the morning,
Himachal Pradesh Public
Works Minister Vikramaditya
Singh announced he was
quitting the council of
ministers and would submit
his resignation to the chief
minister and the Governor. It
was not immediately clear
whether he had done so.
Singh, whose mother is
Himachal Congress president
Pratibha Singh, said, “There
have been attempts to
humiliate and undermine me
from some quarters, and
despite reservations, I
supported the Government.”
He is the son of Virbhadra
Singh, a former Chief
Minister who died in 2021.
The family has in the past
hinted that Virbhadra Singh’s
legacy has not been honored
by the party. Pratibha Singh
has also expressed
disgruntlement with the
manner in which Sukhu has
run the State. Vikramaditya
Singh said the 2022
Congress campaign was run
in his father’s name. “There
was no poster, or hoarding
or banner which did not
carry his picture,” he said.
But after the victory, when
the matter of putting up his
statue came up, the
Government failed to decide
the location. “It is not a
political but an emotional
thing for a son,” he said.
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The BJP on Wednesday
brainstormed over the

party’s probable candidates
in several States for the Lok
Sabha elections, a day before
its Central Election
Committee is expected to
meet to finalise the names
for the first list of about 100
party nominees. The list will
have names of candidates
from seats in States like
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal,
Maharashtra and Tamil
Nadu.
Sources said Home Minister
Amit Shah and BJP national
president JP Nadda held
separate meetings with party
leaders from several States,
including Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana, Rajasthan and
Uttarakhand among others.
Similar meetings with
leaders from Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Telangana
have been held so far.
While the lists of names in
2019 were released only after
the Election Commission
had announced the election
schedule, it is going to be
different this time as the BJP
looks to follow the template
seen during the latest round
of Assembly polls in five
States when it named its
candidates, especially in the
seats the party had lost five
years earlier, before the
announcement of dates.
The first list, party sources

said, is expected to be 100
candidates which include
the names of heavyweights
like Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,  Shah,
Union Ministers Rajnath
Singh, Smriti Irani,  Nirmala
Sitharmana, S Jaishanker
and Bollywood super star
Akshay Kumar about whom
grapevine in the party
has it that he may be
fielded from the
prestigious New
D e l h i
Par l iamentar y
continue. 
Other candidates
from the spheres of
sports and education
sector are also doing the
rounds and the party is
completely tight lipped to
reveal names being discussed
as of now. Party sources also
said to keep the NDA
constituents in good humour

and a few minority candidates
could also be fielded.
Modi is the MP from
Varanasi, a constituency he
has won twice and is likely to
contest for third consecutive
time. He was elected with a
huge margin of 3.37 lakh
votes in 2014 and had
increased it to 4.8 lakh in

2019.
Amit Shah had

contested the 2019
election from
Gandhinagar, a
seat that had been
held by BJP
veteran LK

Advani until then.
The first list for the

2019 elections had also
included Modi and Shah,
who was then the party’s
national president and had
made his Lok Sabha poll
debut from Gandhinagar.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday

literally tore into allegations
made by the DMK-led Tamil
Nadu Government that the
Central Government was not
offering any welfare measures
to the people in the State and
was putting spokes on the
Dravidian land’s progress.
The DMK Government is
blocking all welfare projects
being introduced by the
Central Government for
Tamil Nadu. What the DMK
and its alliance partners

including the Congress were
doing is creating rift among
the people, said the Prime
Minister while addressing a
mammoth rally organised by
the BJP at Thoothukudi.
“In the past we saw a Chief
Minister struggling hard to
coronate his son as Chief
Minister. Now we are seeing
the son working to anoint his
son as the Chief Minister of
the State,” said Modi without
naming the late patriarch M
Karunanidhi, his son and
present Chief Minister M K
Stalin and the latter’s son
Udhayanidhi. “The DMK and
the Congress have only one

agenda and that is to
perpetrate dynastic politics,”
said the Prime Minister.
The DMK had
committed a faux pas
by putting pictures
of Chinese rockets
in the billboards
erected across the
venue to make
the people know
that the space
center coming up at
Kulasekharapattinam
was a project initiated by the
State. 
“They do not know that India
has mastered the design and
development of high power

launch vehicles which would
be launched from the new
space station,” lambasted the

Prime Minister.
Modi listed various

development and
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
p r o j e c t s
implemented by the
Center for the
welfare of Tamil

Nadu. “Five years
ago, only 21 lakh

people had drinking
water connection at their
homes in Tamil
Nadu.However, this count has
increased to one crore now. 

IMPHAL: Manipur Police
commandos on Wednesday
laid down their arms in
protest against the abduction
of Additional Superintendent
Amit Kumar Moirangthem
and demanded they be
allowed to retaliate when
attacked. 
The commandos of all
districts put down their arms
asking for action against
Metei radical group Arambai
Tenggol.
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Avast majority in Wayanad,
Kerala, wants Congress

leader Rahul Gandhi to contest
from the Lok Sabha
constituency in the upcoming
poll. 
In 2019, Rahul won from the
constituency with an
impressive margin of
4.32 lakh votes,
polling 64.94 per
cent of the total
votes cast in the
election. All his
c h a l l e n g e r s
were left
humbled, losing
their security
deposits in a one-
sided contest.
Wayanad, situated atop the

Western Ghats, is a
traditional Congress
bastion, leaving no
doubt about Rahul’s
prospects in the

upcoming election.
Despite his

commitments as the
party’s top national leader, he
has remained active in the

constituency. Interestingly,
none of the voters with whom
The Pioneer interacted could
recall the names of the two
candidates who had contested
against Rahul in the 2019
polls.
Even hardcore CPI (M)
supporters want Rahul to run
from Wayanad in this election.
“The constituency gained
international attention because
of Rahul’s decision to contest
from here. Although the
constituency is yet to receive
any major projects, it has faced
discrimination under the CPI
(M)-led Government in
Kerala. Moreover, whenever
there was an emergency, Rahul
promptly attended to the
constituency,” said Rajendran,
a CPI (M) supporter.
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The year 2023 brought
forth a concerning reality

for India, as every State and
Union Territory experienced
extreme weather events at
least once, disrupting life,
livelihoods, and the economy
as resources were diverted to
tackle flooding or extreme
heat, volatile conditions
driven by climate change. 
These occurrences were not
sporadic; rather, they
persisted for approximately
318 out of 365 days, revealing

a disturbingly recurrent
pattern of climatic
disruptions.
In what should be considered
a climate change warning to
India, the toll on human life
was grave, with 3,287
recorded deaths attributed to
these extreme weather events.
Additionally, the devastation
extended to the animal
kingdom, with a staggering
1.24 lakh animal deaths
reported. The agricultural
sector, vital for the nation’s
food security, bore a heavy
brunt, with 2.21 million

hectares of crop area suffering
damage, leading to significant
economic losses.
This widespread impact,
detailed in the independent
think tank Centre for Science
and Environment’s “State of
Environment 2024” report,
underscores the severity of
the challenges posed by
climate change. The report
said the climate-vulnerable
country experienced extreme
weather on 86 percent of days
from January to September.
State-wise, Himachal Pradesh
emerged as the most heavily

affected zone, enduring
extreme weather conditions
for 149 days, closely followed
by Madhya Pradesh with 141
days. 
Kerala and Uttar Pradesh also
faced prolonged periods of
extreme weather, each
recording 119 days of such
events.
The widespread nature of
these occurrences is further
underscored by the fact that
eight States experienced over
100 days of extreme weather.
The temperature increase was
driven by human-caused

climate change and boosted
by the natural El Niño
weather phenomenon.
The types of extreme weather
varied, with heavy rains,
floods, and landslides
occurring on 208 days, while
lightning and storms were
prevalent for 202 days.
Heatwaves persisted for 49
days, cold waves for 29 days,
and cloudbursts were
recorded on nine days,
contributing to localised
instances of intense
precipitation.
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Indian security agencies
have seized the largest-ever

offshore consignment of
drugs, weighing 3,300 kilos,
and arrested five foreigners

from a dhow in the Arabian
Sea off the Gujarat coast. 
The joint operation,
codenamed ‘Sagarmanthan-
1’, was carried out by the
Navy, Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB), and the
Gujarat Police. 

The boat reportedly sailed
from an Iranian port. 
The value of the contraband
was estimated to be between
�1,300 crore and �2,000 crore
in the international market.
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah hailed the operation as

a “historic success” and a
testament to his
Government’s “unwavering
commitment to making our
nation drug-free.”
“Pursuing PM Modi’s vision
of a drug-free Bharat, our
agencies today achieved the
grand success of making the
biggest offshore seizure of
drugs in the nation. 
In a joint operation carried
out by the NCB, the Navy,
and the Gujarat Police, a
gigantic consignment of
3,132 kg of drugs was seized.
This historic success is a
testament to our
Government’s unwavering
commitment to making our
nation drug-free. 
“On this occasion, I
congratulate the NCB, the
Navy, and the Gujarat
Police,” he said.

NEW DELHI: The Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) has summoned
Samajwadi Party president
and former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Akhilesh
Yadav as a “witness” to
record his statement on
Thursday in illegal mining
cases registered five years
ago. 
The cases pertain to the
issuance of mining leases in
alleged violation of e-
tendering process. 

Manipur commandos
hold arms down stir

CBI summons
Akhilesh

JAMTARA:  At least two
persons were run over and
killed by a train in
Jharkhand’s Jamtara district
on Wednesday evening,
police said.  Jamtara sub-
division police officer
(SDPO) M Rahman told PTI
that the accident took place
near Kaljharia area in
Jamtara district when some
passengers got down from
the train from the wrong
side. “A local train coming on
another line hit them,” he
said. “Bodies of two persons
have been recovered so far.
Search operation is on and
the toll might increase,” he
said. Eastern Railway CPRO
Kaushik Mitra said, “There is
no incident of fire. As of now,
two deaths have been
confirmed. The deceased are
not passengers. They were
walking on the track. A 3-
member JAG committee has
been formed to enquire
about the issue.”

Two hit by train
in Jharkhand

Largest ever offshore drug seized
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As technology has
become more accessi-
ble to billions of indi-

viduals, the e-commerce sec-
tor has emerged as a domi-
nating force in today's com-
plex and global marketplace.
According to Mordor
Intelligence, India's e-com-
merce market size is expect-
ed to skyrocket to $299.01 bil-
lion by 2029, with a CAGR of
21.50%, and is estimated to
be $112.93 billion in 2024.
While it might seem easy to
others, the truth is that suc-
ceeding in e-commerce
requires significant effort.
This is where to establish a
trustworthy reputation in
today's competitive era, drop-
shipping has emerged as a
viable option for entrepre-
neurs and small businesses.
The importance of
D r o p s h i p p i n g :
Dropshipping has revolu-
tionised the e-commerce
landscape, providing an entry
point for entrepreneurs and
small businesses with low
investment and risk. Unlike
traditional retail models that
necessitate inventory and
logistics management, drop-
shipping enables businesses
to collaborate with reliable
suppliers, allowing them to

focus on marketing and cus-
tomer service, ultimately cre-
ating a unique brand identi-
ty that appeals to their target
audience.
Furthermore, this personal
touch in the digital age sets
them apart from their com-
petitors and helps establish
trust and loyalty among cus-
tomers. As online shopping
continues to grow, dropship-
ping will become a critical
tool for staying competitive in
the ever-changing e-com-
merce market. Plus, accord-
ing to IMARC, the global
dropshipping market is
expected to reach $1,787.4
billion by 2032, with a growth
rate (CAGR) of 23.46% from
2024-2032.
How to craft a unique brand
identity with dropshipping:
In an era where having a

unique brand identity is
imperative, dropshipping
offers a convenient and cost-
effective way to achieve this.
With dropshipping, compa-
nies can customise their
brand image and choose
unique products to appeal to
particular clientele groups.
Through dependable suppli-
er partnerships and efficient
marketing techniques, entre-
preneurs can also establish a
distinctive brand identity that
appeals to their intended
market. This uniqueness
helps firms stand out from
the competition in the digi-
tal era and draws in cus-
tomers while also encourag-
ing brand loyalty. 
Empowering businesses to
succeed!
While dropshipping uses
technology and automation
to streamline operations, it is
ultimately the human touch
that sets businesses apart in
the digital age. Thus, by
embracing the human touch
and prioritising meaningful
interactions, small business-
es and entrepreneurs can dif-
ferentiate themselves in a
crowded marketplace and
build a loyal customer base
that transcends transactions.
Furthermore, when business-

es dropship and focus their
operations, a plethora of
opportunities arise that
empower them to succeed in
today's ever-evolving era.
In conclusion, as technology
continues to democratise
commerce, the e-commerce
sector thrives, with India's
market poised for exponen-
tial growth. Amidst this land-
scape, dropshipping emerges
as a vital strategy for entrepre-
neurs and small businesses to
navigate the competitive
realm. 
By leveraging reliable suppli-
ers and focusing on branding,
dropshipping facilitates
unique market positioning,
crucial for sustained success.
As the global dropshipping
market burgeons, embrac-
ing this model empowers
businesses to craft distinctive
identities, fostering customer
loyalty and longevity.
Ultimately, while technology
drives efficiency, it's the
human touch that propels
businesses forward, ensuring
relevance and resilience in the
dynamic e-commerce sphere.

(The writer is prominent
player in the Indian

eCommerce industry and
domain expert of dropship-

ping; views are personal)
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game. Counselling the local tribals
against giving in to the Maoist demands
figures right on top of the agenda. 
Over the years, many Naxals have
given up their violent ways, and the
credit should go to the concerted effort
of the security forces.  A combination
of a humanitarian touch and taking the
fight into the Maoist camps has paid
rich dividends.  According to Home
Ministry data,  in the last nine years,
there has been a significant decline in
left-wing extremism-related violence
and deaths. Fatalities among both secu-
rity forces and civilians have drastical-
ly reduced, by 72 and 68 per cent respec-
tively, and these are exceptional num-
bers that we can see and it shows a pso-
tive figure.

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola  
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Sir — The circus, often seen as a place
of amusement and wonder, hides a
darker truth behind its colourful cur-
tains. Behind the spectacle, lies a world
of suffering, as animals endure brutal

training methods including deprivation
and beatings, to perform unnatural
tricks. Tigers forced to jump through
fiery hoops and elephants forced to bal-
ance on small platforms are emblemat-
ic of this exploitation.
The mental and physical well-being of
the animal worsens as a result of this
wrongdoing. Many suffer from injuries
while others endure psychological dis-
tress from social deprivation and incar-
ceration. Despite increased cognisance,
the circus industry continues to priori-
tise profit over animal welfare. It's time
to acknowledge the pain and suffering
foisted upon circus animals in the
name of entertainment. By boycotting
animal-centric circuses and supporting
cruelty-free entertainment, we can help
end the exploitation of circus animals
and create a world where laughter does
not come at the expense of sentient
beings.

Tanisha Gupta | Ujjain
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Sir — The horrific events that have
unfolded in Sandeshkhali have paid to
Mamata Didi's vaunted slogan of Maa,
Mati, and Manush. The political slogan
coined by Mamata herself has turned
out to be a grim joke on the state's peo-
ple.  Murder, Mayhem, and Molestation
have usurped Maa, Mati, and Manush,
going by the horror stories coming out
of Sandeshkhali. The deliberate mis-
reading of the Calcutta HC stay order
on the formation of an SIT and CM
Mamata Banerjee's stock response to the
horrific incidents at Sandeshkhali - out-
siders and BJP/ RSS people are involved
- leaves nobody in doubt that the main
accused, Shahjahan Sheikh, enjoys the
protection and patronage of Didi. 
Now that the HC has rapped the West
Bengal government on the knuckles, it
has promised to arrest Sheikh within a
week. This sudden volte-face indicates
that Sheikh is within earshot. Didi has
now no option left but to arrest
Sandeshkhali's bête noire and her party's
henchman, Shahjahan Sheikh. Here's
hoping Didi will show some spine.

Avinash Godboley | Dewas
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Sir — In the never-ending battle
between the police and the Maoists,
either in Chhattisgarh or Jharkhand, the
former has almost decimated the latter.
The latest was the killing of three
Maoists in the Koyalibeda forest area of
the Kanker district in Chhattisgarh on
Sunday.  Significantly, Home Minister
Amit Shah in a series of posts on X on
Friday had said that the Centre's holis-
tic approach, contributing to health and
educational upliftment in the tribal
areas dominated by the naxals, result-
ed in curbing naxalism to a great
extent.  Familiarity with the surround-
ings and rapport with the locals have
acted as weapons for the police.
Intelligence gathering has been a
Maoist--forte;  the police have succeed-
ed in beating the opponents at their own
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in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
From August 19 to August 22,
the National Convention of the
Democrats will be held in
Chicago, Illinois, Democrats
and Independents prioritise
preserving democracy and
concerns about inflation and
immigration. The campaign
will focus on essential topics
such as reproductive rights, cli-
mate change, democracy in
America, and US support for
Ukraine.
Suppose President Trump is
re-elected for a second term;
he may seek retribution against
his adversaries. There are con-
cerns about whether Trump
intends to decrease the num-
ber of federal civil service
employees, tighten immigra-
tion regulations, and terminate
the Affordable Care Act.
Trump has also vowed to
make trade with China more
challenging, hinting that he
may not defend all NATO
partners. Biden's low approval
ratings and reported memory
issues made it necessary to
impress his supporters that he
has the energy and ability to
serve another four years as
President. 
He will be 81 when elections
take place on November 5.
Trump will be 77. Biden is
confident that he is the only
Democratic candidate capable

of defeating Trump. He has
emphasised his role in protect-
ing democracy overseas. In the
campaign, he's been focusing
on the threat to democracy
within the USA. United States.
As for his performance, Biden
fulfilled vital campaign
promises, like creating jobs
and restoring normalcy after
COVID. Americans tend to
vote for the party that best
serves their economic interests.
Historically, they have tended
to support the governing party
during good times, while in
bad times, they prefer the
opposition. In 1992, Bill
Clinton used the campaign
slogan "It's the economy, stu-
pid" to emphasise the signifi-
cance of the economy in pol-
itics.
Trump faces 91 criminal
charges under four indict-
ments. They are:  For falsify-
ing his business records in
New York; For withholding
classified federal government
documents in Florida; And for
attempts to overturn the 2020
election in two separate cases
in Washington and the state of
Georgia.
Despite these serious allega-
tions, a significant number of
members of the Republican
party continue to show sup-
port for him. He has the sup-
port of those who believe in

"White supremacy." It remains
to be seen how Trump's poten-
tial convictions will impact his
popularity. The next President
will also have to deal with the
unexpected and the crises.
The international community
closely monitors the situation,
anticipating the outcome of the
country's next major democ-
ratic test. The world wants to
know how well the country
will fare in its next big demo-
cratic test, as President Biden
and Democrats project Trump
as a threat to democracy.
While the November election
will be closely contested, inde-
pendent voters, especially in
swing states like Michigan,
Wisconsin, and Georgia, will
decide the outcome of the
polls. 
America values youth, but
how they will compromise
with Trump or Biden is still
being determined. The coun-
try has seen their perfor-
mance. They have no choice
except to choose one or the
other. Trump hopes that a sec-
ond term could deliver vindi-
cation for him, who has
pushed baseless claims that the
2020 election was stolen. For
Biden, it would be a chance for
continuity.

(The writer is a popular
columnist, views expressed

are personal)
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On Saturday, former
US President
Donald Trump's win
over his challenger,
Nikki Haley, intensi-

fied the American presidential
election race. With this win,
Trump is moving toward a clear
path to the Republican nomina-
tion. He dominated the primaries
so far, in which voters select a
party's nominee who will com-
pete in the general election. " On
November 5, we'll get up here and
say, 'Joe, you're fired! You're fired!
Get out!'" Trump said after his
South Carolina win.
According to polls, the next pres-
idential election on November 5
is expected to be close. It will be
a replay between the current
President, Joe Biden, and the for-
mer President, Donald Trump,
just like in 2020. Additionally,
there will be third-party candi-
dates in the upcoming election.
Both presidential candidates are
old. American media reports
suggest that some people prefer
a third option. They believe there
is little difference between them.
Fewer Americans are interested in
a potential rematch between these
two candidates. Biden wants to
finish the work he started in his
first term. He believes winning a
second term is crucial to preserv-
ing America's democratic tradi-
tions. However, some people
worry about his age and the
reported memory loss, while oth-
ers support him. Republicans
have criticised him for this.
Historically, since 1944, no US
President has lost an election
without a recession during the
election cycle or just before.
Being the incumbent President is
in Biden's favour. He has no seri-
ous challengers in his party.
Though Biden's poll numbers are
low, the Democrats do not have
an alternative plan.
The two presumptive presidential
candidates must complete sever-
al steps before the November elec-
tions. From January 15 to June 4,
2024, states will hold caucuses and
primary elections to choose their
preferred candidates. The two
candidates with the most support
from their party members will
officially become the nominees
during the conventions. The
Republican National Convention
will occur from July 15 to July 18
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As is the case with mul-
tiple developing
economies across the

world, India is faced with
wealth inequality, unemploy-
ment, existing and persisting
gaps in healthcare infrastruc-
ture and delivery, and environ-
mental concerns. The Global
Multidimensional Poverty
Index based on data from
2021/22 finds that 16.4 % of
India’s population lives in
poverty with 4.2% facing
severe poverty. 
The Regional Human
Development Report 2024 by
UNDP finds that the top 10%
of the population controls
65% of the nation’s total wealth,
underlining stark wealth
inequality. The consequences
are multi-dimensional – it
negatively impacts upward
intergenerational mobility and

lowers the rate of economic
growth. 
Lack of jobs has been an area
of concern for the country for
decades now. While the cur-
rent unemployment rate for
January 2024 is 6.8, unemploy-
ment amongst educated youth
is concerning. The State of
Working India 2023 by Azim
Premji University reveals that
over 42% of India’s graduates
under 25 were unemployed in
2021-22. 

Marked by a distinct urban-
rural divide, gaps in healthcare
services and infrastructure are
a major obstacle for people in
small towns and rural areas. A
large part of India’s population
suffers from inaccessibility to
quality healthcare – leading to
delayed treatments and high
out-of-pocket expenditure. 
A United Nations report
emphasises that approximate-
ly 75% of healthcare infrastruc-
ture, medical personnel, and
other health resources are pre-
dominantly located in urban
regions, home to merely 27%
of the overall population. 
The impact of climate change
and disasters on both people
and the economy has been
devastating. India experienced
uninsured losses of $32.94
billion from natural disasters
between 2018 and 2022. The

ramifications of human loss
are even more grave and are
evident in the 55.9 million dis-
placements from 237 disasters
mapped between 2018 – 2022. 
The interim budget addresses
these issues in a big way.
It presents a comprehensive

roadmap for national progress,
meticulously designed to touch
upon critical facets of develop-
ment such as women empow-
erment, job creation, envi-
ronmental conservation, and
poverty alleviation. It aims to
address the needs and aspira-
tions of diverse social groups—
'Garib' (the poor), 'Mahilayen'
(women), 'Yuva' (youth), and
'Annadata' (farmers). This
inclusion is notable as it envis-
ages the significance of mar-
ginalised social groups in
achieving a Viksit Bharat – a
developed India by 2047 –

marking a century of India’s
independence. 
The budget prioritises support
for the 'Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises' (MSME)
sector with necessary finances,
technologies, and training to
enhance global competitive-
ness. The rooftop solarization
policy is set to offer employ-
ment and entrepreneurial
opportunities in technical and
supply sectors. 
Additionally, the establish-
ment of a separate Department
for Fisheries and the expansion
of the Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana (PMMSY)
underscore efforts to double
production and exports in the
fisheries sector, aiming to cre-
ate 55 lakh new jobs and drive
inclusive economic progress.
A significant step is the focus
on provisions for the inclusion

of low-income groups and
women. Initiatives like the
disbursement of 30 crore
Mudra Yojana loans to women
entrepreneurs and financial
support to 78 lakh street ven-
dors under PM-SVANidhi
emphasise the government's
focus on enhancing work-
force participation and provid-
ing earning avenues that drive
upward mobility. 
The SHG model of develop-
ment has also proved to be
successful – enabling nearly 10
million women to achieve
annual incomes of over INR 1
lakh. Capitalising on this suc-
cess, the goal has been expand-
ed to elevate the target from 2
crore to 3 crore 'lakhpati didis',
showcasing a commitment to
women's economic empower-
ment.  The budget made
notable health sector

announcements. The focus
on preventive healthcare
through the provision of cer-
vical cancer vaccinations for
young girls and the integration
of various maternal and child
health schemes indicate a push
towards addressing the specif-
ic health needs of vulnerable
groups. 
The expansion of the
Ayushman Bharat scheme to
extend healthcare benefits to
approximately 1.5 million
ASHA workers and
Anganwadi workers acknowl-
edges the crucial contribu-
tion of these frontline health
workers to primary healthcare
services.  Leverage existing
hospital structures for the
establishment of more medical
colleges, addresses both – the
healthcare professional short-
age and the surging demand

for medical education. This
builds on the initiative from
April 2023, when the govern-
ment approved the establish-
ment of 157 nursing colleges,
allocating INR 1,570 crore,
with the central government
contributing INR 1,016 crore. 
The budget also provides a
concrete pathway to achieving
a net-zero economy by 2070.
Key measures include funding
for offshore wind energy, coal
gasification projects to lessen
reliance on fossil fuels, support
for the electric vehicle ecosys-
tem, and incentives for bio-
mass collection. The budget
also promotes bio-manufac-
turing for eco-friendly mate-
rials and climate resilience in
the blue economy. 

(The author is a prominent
voice on social issues; views

are personal)
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imprisonment and a fine of $10.6
million in a corruption case relat-
ed to Panama papers of illegal
properties abroad. He was dis-
qualified and hence fled to
London to fight his battle.
Nawaz’s brother Shahbaz headed
the government in Pakistan
which ensured the adoption of a
bill in parliament on June 25,
2023, which limited the lifetime
disqualification of lawmakers to
5 years.
It was meant to pave the way for
the return of his elder brother to
resume his political activities in
Pakistan.4th, Nawaz’s critics
allege that the stage was set for
“mass scale rigging” to help him
to become PM but the game plan
went haywire as independents
supported by Imran from jail won
a majority of the seats and
Nawaz’s party PML-N could not
get even simple majority which
shattered the dream of Nawaz
who was averse to heading a
minority government.
5th, Nawaz nominated Shehbaz
because he had experience in
heading coalition governments
and was a flexible politician who
could take partners along .6th,
Nawaz would have found it dif-
ficult in parliament as Imran’s
loyalists were ready with a lot of
ammunition to put him on the
mat on corruption whereas
Shehbaz is better placed so far.
Finally, Nawaz and the army
chief are on the same page which
may help the new government to
appease the sentiments and ful-
fil the aspirations of the people
who are facing the problem of
survival.
It will be the most difficult task

of the Shehbaz government to
implement the harsh precondi-
tions of IMF which had released
USD 710 million second tranche
of a USD 3 billion loan to the
cash-strapped country to stabilize
its debt-ridden economy. Shehbaz
’s previous government had suc-
cessfully negotiated with the IMF
to procure the “bailout Package”
which needs to be clinched. The
IMF had saved Pakistan from
economic collapse as Pakistan’s
reserves stood at $7.8 billion as of
Nov. 18, 2023, barely enough to
cover imports for a month. 
The people are reeling under
inflation which has touched to
the level of 30% and prices of
essential commodities are beyond
the capacity of consumers. The
floods had caused losses of bil-
lions and thousands of lives were
lost hence the new PM will have
to take care of rehabilitation
tasks which are in disarray. 
The floods had caused tremen-
dous losses of USD 3.3. trillion in
June-October,2022 besides killing
1839 people which must be
uppermost in the priorities of the
new government as victims are
still craving relief and rehabilita-
tion tasks which seem to be in
disarray.
China has treaded cautiously and
did not touch the sensitive issue
of rigging whereas the United
States and EU demanded an
investigation into the allegations.
China has come to the rescue of
Pakistan several times but the
cost has been beyond the imagi-
nation of this poor country.
China's debt policy has entrapped
Pakistan which has procured a
heavy loan and the Chinese

investment has risen $65 billion
in China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC)by 2022. 
China has already acquired con-
trol of Gwadar Port on 16 May
2013 which may be retained
instead of a lease guarantee in
future. 
Originally valued at $46 billion,
the value of China Pakistan
Economic Corridor had been
worth $62 billion as of 2020.
India and the US are opposed to
BRI hence Nawaz will have to
tread cautiously to keep China in
check to save his country from
the debt trap policy. 
China will be looking for the
security protection of its projects
in Pakistan hence it may develop
cordial relations with the Shehbaz
government. Experts say that the
United States wanted to see the
back of Imran who had accused
it of conspiring with the army to
oust him from power. It has got
history of having direct ties with
army generals hence it may find
it easy to deal with the new gov-
ernment. India can expect Nawaz
to influence Shehbaz to take the
initiative to start dialogue with
India which has already created
its space in the world arena and
economic ties can help the belea-
guered people of this poor coun-
try.  
The new coalition government is
bound to be weak hence delivery
expectations on domestic and
international fronts must be
based on logical conclusions and
limitations of new dispensation in
Pakistan.

(The writer is a journalist and
political analyst, views are

personal)

Alively and geo-political issue
is being debated worldwide,
especially in Pakistan which
pertains to the ‘mysterious’
decision of three-time prime

minister, Nawaz Sharif to Suo moto opt
out of the race for premiership and sub-
sequently nominate his younger broth-
er, Shehbaz Sharif for the top slot
though he was a favourite of powerful
military, obviously current army chief,
Asim Munir, who had scripted the
entire episode to enthrone him.
Foreign policy experts say that it was on
the analogy of former PM, Imran Khan
who was saddled in the chair due to the
open patronage of Ex-Army chief,
Qamar Javed Bajwa but both fell apart
owing to fighting for supremacy. It was
a paradox and a typical case of a “ser-
vant” challenging the authority of the
“Master” which may happen in this dis-
pensation also but Nawaz as a “shadow
PM” may not permit it as he has had the
bitter experience of being ousted by the
army from the post in 2018.
Analysts are convinced that owing to
compelling circumstances, Ex PM,
Nawaz played his cards well hence the
choice fell on his brother which will also
ensure the continuity of “Family Rule”
in Pakistan. Yet, another addition will be
Maryam Nawaz who is poised to become
chief minister of the most important
province of Punjab. 
2nd, the army had meticulously planned
to keep Imran Khan out of the political
process hence more than 150 cases
were registered against him by the pre-
vious regime and courts handed him the
punishment in three cases which exceed-
ed 24 years.
3rd, due to Imran’s tirade against the
army, Nawaz was brought to Pakistan last
year from self-exile in London which
preceded the Supreme Court’s decision
in 2018 to sentence him to ten -years
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Voters handed decisive vic-
tories to US President Joe

Biden and his predecessor
Donald Trump in their respec-
tive parties’ presidential pri-
maries in Michigan on Tuesday,
increasing the chances of a
2020 rematch between the two
leaders in the race for the
White House in 2024.

Trump easily defeated his
main rival, Indian-American
Nikki Haley, winning yet
another early contest and addi-
tional delegates - bringing him
one step closer to being able to
formally secure the Republican
Party’s nomination in
November.

When the last reports came
in, Haley had received 26.5 per
cent of the votes as against
Trump’s massive 68.2 per cent.
US media outlets projected

that 77-year-old Trump would
sweep the Michigan primary
with more than 40 per cent of
the votes against 52-year-old
Haley. Trump’s win further
shuts the door on former South
Carolina Governor Haley’s
hopes of building momentum
ahead of next week’s Super
Tuesday contests, when more
than one-third of the
Republican Party’s delegates
are at stake.

Trump has previously won
the Iowa caucuses, New
Hampshire primary, caucuses
in Nevada and the U.S. Virgin

Islands, and South Carolina
primary. He needs 1,215 dele-
gates to formally secure the
nomination.

Trump reached the
Michigan Republican Watch
Party Tuesday night shortly
after the race was called in his
favour.

“I just want to thank every-
body. This was a great day,” he
said, pointing to the state’s
autoworkers, saying Democrats
“destroyed the autowork busi-
ness,” but vowed to “bring it all
back into Michigan” if elected.

“I can tell you this

November cannot come fast
enough,” Trump said. “We have
the worst president in history—
the most incompetent and the
most corrupt president, and we
can’t let this continue,” Trump
said, attacking his Democratic
Party rival.

“So that day, November
5th, and January 20th is when
we take over,” Trump said,
referring to Election Day and
Inauguration Day. “We’re going
to make America great again,
greater than ever before,”
Trump said, amidst applause
from his supporters.

Trump has won 119 dele-
gates while Haley has just 22.
To receive the Republican
Party’s presidential nomina-
tion, one should get the back-
ing of 1,215 delegates.

Meanwhile, Biden, 81,
coasted to another victory in
the state, marking his fourth
primary victory in four tries.
He has won 177 delegates from
the four victories. Biden, who
does not have any known
rivals, has to win 1,968 dele-
gates to get the Democratic
Party’s nomination.

Reacting to his victory,
Biden said, “I want to thank

every Michigander who made
their voice heard today.
Exercising the right to vote and
participating in our democra-
cy is what makes America
great.

“Four years ago, it was
Michigan’s diverse coalition
that came together to reject
Donald Trump’s MAGA (Make
America Great Again) extrem-
ism and sent me and Kamala to
the White House,” he said in a
statement.

“For all of this progress,
there is so much left to do.
Donald Trump is threatening
to drag us even further into the
past as he pursues revenge and
retribution,” Biden said.

Meanwhile, the results in
Michigan further solidified the
positions of Trump and Biden
as frontrunners in their respec-
tive parties.

Republicans will formally
name their presidential candi-
date during a national conven-
tion in July. Democrats will
have their convention in
August.

However, a key feature of
the Democratic primary in
Michigan, which has a signif-
icant Muslim population, as

around 13.25 per cent of Biden’s
Democratic voters cast ballots
for the “uncommitted” as part
of their protest against the
president for his handling of
the Israel-Palestine war.

Strong opposition to
Biden’s support for Israel’s war
in Gaza against Hamas mili-
tants led some Democrats to
call for voters to select “uncom-
mitted” instead of casting a vote
for the incumbent president.

Supporters of the effort
for “uncommitted” ballots in
Michigan said they were hop-
ing for 10,000 such votes, a level
that was easily surpassed. With
nearly 99 per cent of the ballots
counted, there were already
more than one lakh “uncom-
mitted” votes.

The movement picked up
the support of Rep. Rashida
Tlaib, who announced her pub-
lic opposition to supporting
Biden ahead of her home state’s
primary. “I was proud today to
walk in and pull a Democratic
ballot and vote uncommitted.
We must protect our democra-
cy. We must make sure that our
government is about us, about
the people,” Tlaib said in a
video. 
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The British government said
on Wednesday that it is

stepping up security for law-
makers after politicians report-
ed threats and intimidation
connected to the Israel-Hamas
war. The Home Office said a 31
million-pound (USD 40 mil-
lion) fund will give every law-
maker a “dedicated named
police contact” and provide
money for those facing threats
to pay for private security pro-
tection.

The government said some
of the money will go more
broadly to protecting Britain’s
“democratic processes from
intimidation, disruption or sub-
version” ahead of a general
election later this year. The
fund includes money for extra
police patrols in areas where
tensions are high.

Divisions over the conflict
in Gaza have convulsed British
politics, with some lawmakers
saying they fear for their safety
after receiving threats over their
positions on the war. Reports of
both antisemitic and anti-
Muslim abuse in Britain have
soared since Hamas’ October 7
attack on Israel, which triggered
Israel’s invasion of Gaza.

A debate last week in the
House of Commons on whether
to call for a cease-fire descend-
ed into chaos amid allegations
the speaker of the house had
bent parliamentary rules in
response to pressure from pro-
Palestinian activists.

Conservative lawmaker
Mike Freer has announced he is
stepping down because of abuse
and death threats linked to his
support for Israel. Freer said an
arson attack on his office in
December was the “final straw”.
He said the money announced
on Wednesday was only “deal-
ing with the symptom” rather
than “going to the root cause” of
why people feel emboldened to
attack politicians.“Security is
welcome,” Freer told Times
Radio. “But frankly, unless you
get to the root cause, then
you’re just going to have a ring
of steel around MPs. And our
whole style of democracy
changes.”  British lawmakers
have a tradition of meeting
regularly with constituents in

their local communities, but
security has been tightened
after several attacks in the last
decade. In 2016, Labour law-
maker Jo Cox was killed by a
far-right extremist, and
Conservative David Amess was
murdered in 2021 by an attack-
er inspired by the Islamic State
group.

In 2017 an Islamic State-
inspired extremist killed four
people with a vehicle on
Westminster Bridge before stab-
bing a police officer to death at
the gates of Parliament. Two
years later, in 2019, a neo-Nazi
pleaded guilty to plotting to kill
a Labour lawmaker.  Anti-war
activists claimed the govern-
ment was trying to stifle protest
and lumping peaceful demon-
strators in with violent extrem-
ists.

Home Secretary James
Cleverly called on pro-
Palestinian demonstrators to
halt the mass protests that have
drawn hundreds of thousands of
people to central London almost
weekly to call for a cease-fire in
a conflict that has killed close to
30,000 Palestinians, according to
the Gaza health ministry in the
Hamas-run territory.

Israel says Hamas killed
1,200 Israelis, mostly civilians,
and abducted roughly 250, in
the October 7 attack.  The
protests have been overwhelm-
ingly peaceful, though there
have dozens of arrests over
signs and chants allegedly sup-
porting Hamas, a banned orga-
nization in Britain. Jewish
organisations and many law-
makers say the mass marches
have created an intimidating
atmosphere for Jewish
Londoners — though members
of the Jewish community have
been among those on pro-
cease-fire marches.  “I gen-
uinely don’t know what these
regular protests are seeking to
achieve,” Cleverly told the Times
of London. 

“They have made their
position clear, we recognise
that there are many people in
the UK that hold that position.
We respect that, but the UK
government’s position is a dis-
agreement with that for very
practical, well thought-out rea-
sons”.
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Israel and Hamas on Tuesday
played down chances of an

imminent breakthrough in
talks for a cease-fire in Gaza,
after US President Joe Biden
said Israel has agreed to pause
its offensive during the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan if a
deal is reached to release some
hostages. The president’s
remarks came on the eve of the
Michigan primary, where he
faces pressure from the state’s
large Arab American popula-
tion over his staunch support
for Israel’s offensive. Biden
said he had been briefed on the
status of talks by his national
security adviser, Jake Sullivan,
but said his comments reflect-
ed his optimism for a deal, not
that all the remaining hurdles
had been overcome.

In the wake of Hamas’
Oct. 7 attack on southern
Israel, Israel’s air, sea and
ground campaign in Gaza has
killed tens of thousands of peo-
ple, obliterated large swaths of

the urban landscape and dis-
placed 80% of the battered
enclave’s population.

Israel’s seal on the territo-
ry, which allows in only a
trickle of food and other aid,
has sparked alarm that a
famine could be imminent,
according to the United
Nations.

With UN truck deliveries
of aid hampered by the lack of
safe corridors, Egypt, Jordan,
the United Arab Emirates,
Qatar and France conducted
an airdrop of food, medical
supplies and other aid into
Gaza on Tuesday. At a beach in
southern Gaza, boxes of sup-
plies dropped from military
aircraft drifted down on para-
chutes as thousands of
Palestinians ran along the sand
to retrieve them.

But alarm is growing over
worsening hunger among
Gaza’s 2.3 million Palestinians.

Two infants died from
dehydration and malnutrition
at Kamal Adwan Hospital in
Gaza City, said the spokesman

for Gaza’s Health Ministry,
Ashraf al-Qidra. He warned
that infant mortality threatens
to surge.

Dehydration and malnu-
trition will kill thousands of
children and pregnant women
in the Gaza Strip,” he said.

The UN Population Fund
said the Al Helal Al Emirati
maternity hospital in Gaza’s
southernmost town of Rafah
reported that newborns were
dying because mothers were
unable to get prenatal or post-
natal care. Premature births are
also rising, forcing staff to put
four or five newborns in a sin-
gle incubator. 

Most of them do not sur-
vive, it said, without giving fig-
ures on the numbers of deaths.
Now the prospect of an inva-
sion of Rafah has prompted
global alarm over the fate of
around 1.4 million civilians
trapped there. Talks to pause
the fighting have gained
momentum recently and were
underway Tuesday. Negotiators
from the United States, Egypt

and Qatar have been working
to broker a cease-fire that
would see Hamas free some of
the dozens of hostages it holds
in exchange for the release of
Palestinian prisoners, a six-
week halt in fighting and an
increase in aid deliveries to
Gaza.

The start of Ramadan,
which is expected to be around
March 10, is seen as an unof-
ficial deadline for a deal. The
month is a time of heightened
religious observance and
dawn-to-dusk fasting for hun-
dreds of millions of Muslims
around the world. Israeli-
Palestinian tensions have flared
in the past during the holy
month. 

“Ramadan’s coming up,
and there has been an agree-
ment by the Israelis that they
would not engage in activities
during Ramadan as well, in
order to give us time to get all
the hostages out,” Biden said in
an appearance on NBC’s “Late
Night With Seth Meyers” that
was recorded Monday.
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Beirut(AP): Turkish drone
strikes in northeastern Syria on
Wednesday killed at least three
members of a local Christian
force and wounded others,
including civilians, a Kurdish
official and a Syrian opposition
war monitor said. Also on
Wednesday, in the southern
Syrian city of Sweida, security
forces opened fire at protesters
angry over the country’s wors-
ening economy as they tried to
break into the offices of
President Bashar Assad’s ruling
Baath Party. A 52-year-old man
was shot in the chest and later
died of his wounds.

There was no immediate
comment from Ankara on
Wednesday’s airstrikes. Turkey
has been attacking Kurdish
fighters in Syria for years but
attacks on the fighters from the
country’s Christian minority
have been rare.

The force that was targeted,
the local Christian Syriac police
known as Sutoro, works under
the US-backed and Kurdish-led
Autonomous Administration

of North and East Syria.
Siamand Ali of the US-

backed Syrian Democratic
Forces told The Associated
Press that the Turkish drones
initially hit three Suturo vehi-
cles near the northeastern town
of Malikiyah. When a fourth
vehicle, a pick-up truck, arrived
at the scene to retrieve the casu-
alties from the strike, it also
came under attack, he said.

The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights,
an opposition war monitor,
said three Suturo police mem-
bers were killed, as well as one
civilian. The Observatory said
the attack was the latest of 65
such strikes so far this year in
northeastern Syria that have
killed 18 people, mostly
Kurdish fighters. Turkey often
launches strikes against tar-
gets in Syria and Iraq it believes
to be affiliated with the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party or
PKK — a banned Kurdish sep-
aratist group that has waged an
insurgency against Turkey since
the 1980s. 
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Arocket exploded late
Tuesday night off the side

of a ship travelling through the
Red Sea off the coast of Yemen,
authorities said, the latest sus-
pected attack to be carried out
by Yemen’s Houthi rebels. The
attack comes as the Houthis
continue a series of assaults at
sea over Israel’s war on Hamas
in the Gaza Strip and as the US
and its allies launch airstrikes
trying to stop them.

The British military’s
United Kingdom Maritime
Trade Operations centre, which
oversees shipping in the
Mideast, reported the attack
happened about 110 kilometres
off the coast of the Houthi-held
port city of Hodeida. The rock-
et exploded several miles off
the bow of the vessel, it said.

“The crew and vessel are
reported to be safe and are pro-
ceeding to next port of call,” the
UKMTO said.

The private security firm
Ambrey reported that the ves-

sel targeted appeared to be a
Marshall Islands-flagged,
Greek-owned bulk carrier in
the area at the time. Another
ship, a Panama-flagged,
Emirati-owned chemical
tanker was nearby as well,
Ambrey said.

The Associated Press
could not immediately identi-
fy the vessels involved.

The Houthis typically take
several hours to claim their
assaults and have not yet done
so for the assault late Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the US mili-
tary’s Central Command said
an American and an allied
warship shot down five Houthi
bomb-carrying drones in the
Red Sea on Tuesday night.

The drones originated
“from Houthi-controlled areas
of Yemen and (it was) deter-
mined they presented an immi-
nent threat to merchant vessels
and to the US Navy and coali-
tion ships in the region,”
Central Command said in a
statement.

Since November, the rebels

have repeatedly targeted ships
in the Red Sea and surround-
ing waters over the Israel-
Hamas war. Those vessels have
included at least one with cargo
for Iran, the Houthis’ main
benefactor, and an aid ship later
bound for Houthi-controlled
territory.

Despite over a month of
US-led airstrikes, Houthi rebels
remain capable of launching
significant attacks. Last week,
they severely damaged a ship in
a crucial strait and downed an
American drone worth tens of
millions of dollars. The Houthis
insist their attacks will contin-
ue until Israel stops its combat
operations in the Gaza Strip,
which have enraged the wider
Arab world and seen the
Houthis gain international
recognition.

The Houthis, a Zaydi
Shiite group, seized Yemen’s
capital in 2014 and have battled
a Saudi-led coalition since
2015. Their Zaydi people ran a
1,000-year kingdom in Yemen
up until 1962. 
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London (PTI): Prince Harry on
Wednesday lost a legal challenge
against the British government
over the level of his security pro-
tection when he is in the UK,
with a High Court judge in
London ruling that the decision
to remove police protection was
not “unlawful or irrational”.

The 39-year-old, younger
son of King Charles III, who
relocated with his family to the
US after stepping back as a front-
line royal, had argued that he
was treated wrongly in the gov-
ernment’s decision to change the
level of his UK taxpayer-fund-
ed personal security.  His lawyers
told the court that it was “unlaw-
ful and unfair” to take such an
approach to his protection while
he is in his home country.
However, Judge Sir Peter Lane
ruled that the decision to remove
police protection was not
“unlawful or irrational”. “Even if
such procedural unfairness
occurred, the court would in any
event be prevented from grant-
ing the claimant [Prince Harry
– the Duke of Sussex] relief,” said
Lane. “This is because, leaving
aside any such unlawfulness, it
is highly likely that the outcome
for the claimant would not have
been substantially different,” he
said. The bulk of the court pro-
ceedings were held in private
because of the confidential
nature of evidence over securi-
ty measures. The case goes back
to February 2020, following a
decision by the Executive
Committee for the Protection of
Royalty and Public Figures
(RAVEC) – delegated by the UK
Home Office on security – to
review the senior royal’s securi-
ty profile. The UK government
had told the court the case
should be dismissed because
RAVEC was entitled to conclude
that Prince Harry’s protection
should be “bespoke” and consid-
ered on a “case-by-case” basis
given his lack of full-time royal
duties in the country.
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Aseries of wildfires swept
across the Texas Panhandle

early Wednesday, prompting
evacuations, cutting off power
to thousands, and forcing the
brief shutdown of a nuclear
weapons facility as strong
winds, dry grass and unseason-
ably warm temperatures fed the
blazes. Republican Gov. Greg
Abbott issued a disaster declara-
tion for 60 counties as the main
blaze, the Smokehouse Creek
Fire, swelled into the second-
largest wildfire in the state’s his-
tory.

The main facility that dis-
assembles America’s nuclear
arsenal paused operations
Tuesday night but said it was
open for normal work on
Wednesday.

Authorities have not said
what might have caused the
blaze, which tore through sparse-
ly populated counties set amid
vast, high plains punctuated by
cattle ranches and oil rigs. In
Borger, a community of about

13,000 in Hutchinson County,
Adrianna Hill said she and her
family were terrified as fire encir-
cled the entire town until the
winds shifted. “It was like a ring
of fire around Borger, there was
no way out ... all four main roads
were closed,” Hill, 28, said. The
flames came within about 1 mile
(1.6 kilometers) of the home she
shares with her husband and 20-
month-old son. “What saved

our butts was that northern
wind ... it blew it the opposite
direction,” Hill said. “We were
scared, but every night I pray ...
and that’s all I can do.” The weath-
er forecast provided some hope
for firefighters — cooler temper-
atures, less wind and possibly rain
on Thursday. But for now, the sit-
uation was dire in some areas.

The Smokehouse Creek Fire
in Hutchinson County burned

nearly 800 square miles (2,070
square kilometers), according to
an update early Wednesday from
the Texas A and M Forest Service.
That is five times the size it was
on Monday, when it sparked.As
the evacuation orders mounted
on Tuesday, county and city offi-
cials live-streamed on Facebook
and tried to answer questions
from panicked residents. Officials
implored them to turn on their
cellphones’ emergency alerts and
be ready to evacuate immediate-
ly. An unknown number of
homes and other structures in the
county were damaged or
destroyed, local emergency offi-
cials said. 

The Pantex plant, northeast
of Amarillo, evacuated non-
essential staff from the site on
Tuesday night out of an “abun-
dance of caution”, Laef
Pendergraft, a spokesperson for
National Nuclear Security
Administration’s Production
Office at Pantex, said during a
news conference, adding that fire-
fighters remained in case of an
emergency.
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South Korean and US
troops will begin their

expanded annual military
drills next week in response to
North Korea’s evolving nuclear
threats, the two countries said
on Wednesday, a move that
will likely enrage North Korea
because it views its rivals’
joint training as an invasion
rehearsal.

In recent months, North
Korea has inflamed animosi-
ties on the Korean Peninsula
with fiery rhetoric and contin-
ued missile tests. While it’s
unlikely for North Korea to
launch full-blown attacks
against South Korea and the
US, observers say the North
could still stage limited provo-
cations along the tense border

with South Korea.
On Wednesday, the South

Korea and US militaries joint-
ly announced that the allies
will conduct the Freedom
Shield exercise, a computer-
simulated command post
training, and a variety of sep-
arate field training, from
March 4-14.

Col. Lee, Sung-Jun, a
spokesperson for South
Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff,
said that the allies’ drills are
designed to bolster their joint
capabilities to prevent North
Korea from using its nuclear
weapons. He said the allies are
to carry out 48 field exercises
this spring, twice the number
conducted last year, and that
this year’s drills would involve
air assault, live-firing and
bombing training.

“Our military is ready to
punish North Korea immedi-
ately, strongly and to the end
in the event of its provocation,
and we’ll further strengthen
our firm readiness through
the upcoming drills,” Lee said.
North Korea didn’t immedi-
ately respond to the drills’
announcement. North Korea
has reacted to previous major
South Korea-US military drills
with its own missile tests.
North Korea has sharply
intensified its weapons testing
activities since 2022 in part of
its efforts to expand its nuclear
and missile arsenals. This
year, the North already con-
ducted six rounds of missile
tests — five of them reported-
ly involving cruise missiles —
and other weapons launches.
Experts say North Korea

believes a bigger weapons
arsenal would allow it to pres-
sure the US and South Korea
more effectively to make con-
cessions like sanctions relief
when diplomacy resumes.
They expect North Korea to
ramp up its testing activities
and other provocations this
year as both the US and South
Korea head into major elec-
tions.  South Korea and the
US have responded to the
North’s testing spree with
expansions of their bilateral
military drills and trilateral
exercises involving Japan. US
and South Korean officials
have repeatedly warned that
any nuclear attack by North
Korea against them would
spell the end of the North’s
government led by Kim Jong
Un. 
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Bharti Enterprises Founder
and Chairman Sunil Bharti

Mittal on Wednesday became
the first Indian citizen to be
conferred an honorary
Knighthood by Britain’s King
Charles III “for services to UK
and India business relations”. In
a list of honorary British awards
unveiled by the UK Cabinet
Office, Mittal receives a KBE
under the Most Excellent
Order of the British Empire –
one of the highest honours con-
ferred by a British monarch.

The 66-year-old entrepre-
neur said in a statement that he
was “deeply humbled” by the
gracious recognition from King
Charles.

“The UK and India have
historical relations, which are

now entering a new era of
increased cooperation and col-
laboration. I remain committed
to working towards strengthen-
ing the economic and bilater-
al trade relationships between
our two great nations,” Mittal
said. “I am thankful to the gov-
ernment of the UK, whose
support and keen attention to
the needs of business has been
critical in making the country
an attractive investment desti-
nation,” he said. The KBE,
conferred for a pre-eminent
contribution in any field of
activity, is awarded in an hon-
orary capacity to foreign
nationals. While the
Knighthood conferred on UK
nationals gives them the title of
Sir or Dame, non-UK nation-
als awarded the honour add
KBE (or DBE for women) after

their name.Previous Indian
recipients of the Honorary
KBE include Ratan Tata (2009),
Ravi Shankar (2001) and
Jamshed Irani (1997), con-
ferred by the late Queen
Elizabeth II.  The investiture
ceremony will be conducted by
the British High Commissioner
to India at a later date, when he
will formally hand over the
royal insignia to Mittal.The
honour recognises Bharti
Enterprises’ work within the
India-UK space, including with
the UK government in the
field of satellites. Sunil Bharti
Mittal led the revival of
OneWeb (now Eutelsat), lead-
ing a consortium with the UK
government and other strategic
investors to offer satellite
broadband services globally, a
company statement notes.
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Pakistan’s former prime min-
ister Nawaz Sharif on

Wednesday said the priority of
the upcoming government led
by his party will be to “fix” the
ailing economy as all the prob-
lems plaguing the cash-
strapped nation were linked to
the economic woes.

“The government will try
to fix the economy which
would in turn fix everything,”
Sharif, the supreme leader of
the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) told the
media after arriving at the
Parliament House for the first
time since the February 8 elec-
tions.

Sharif, who surprisingly
nominated his younger broth-
er Shehbaz Sharif to be the
prime minister of a coalition
government, also said that he
wishes every National
Assembly, Senate and Prime
Minister to complete their con-
stitutional term. 

No prime minister in
coup-prone Pakistan has com-
pleted his/her five-year term.
Sharif became prime minister
thrice but was removed on all
three occasions in mid-term.

Earlier, he was welcomed
by prime minister candidate
Shehbaz Sharif and other mem-
bers of his party upon his
arrival at the National
Assembly for the PML-N’s par-
liamentary meeting.The meet-
ing, chaired by party supremo
Nawaz Sharif, will mull over the
PML-N’s strategy about matters
about the NA’s inaugural ses-
sion slated for tomorrow, Geo
News reported. Pakistan has
avoided potential default with
the help of international donors
and friendly countries but its
economy is still under clouds.
It is believed that another IMF
program would be needed after
the ongoing package.

The country’s economy has
been in a free fall mode for the
last many years, bringing
untold pressure on the poor
masses in the form of
unchecked inflation, making it
almost impossible for a vast
number of people to make
both ends meet.
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The parliamentary party of

the PML-N headed by three-
time former Pakistan premier
Nawaz Sharif on Wednesday
formally nominated his
younger brother Shehbaz Sharif
for the post of prime minister
to head a coalition govern-
ment.The parliamentary mem-
bers’ meeting of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) was held in Islamabad with
party supremo Nawaz Sharif,
74, in the chair.

Shehbaz, 72, had led a
coalition government for 16
months till August 2023 before
the caretaker government took
over following the announce-
ment of general elections.

“Nawaz officially nomi-
nated his younger brother
Shehbaz Sharif and party loy-
alist Sardar Ayaz Sadiq for the
posts of prime minister and
speaker of the National
Assembly. The parliamentary
party endorsed Shehbaz’s name
and also reposed its full confi-
dence in the leadership of
Nawaz,” PML-N central deputy
secretary Attaullah Tarar said
in a statement after the meet-
ing. The nomination of
Shehbaz Sharif as the next
prime minister by the elder
brother, who himself was eye-
ing the plum post for a record
fourth time, had surprised
many within and outside the
party.Outgoing National
Assembly Speaker Raja Pervaiz
Ashraf has called the National
Assembly session on Thursday
after President Dr Arif Alvi,
known for his closeness to
jailed former prime minister
Imran Khan and his Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), refused
to do so.

The President is of the

view that Parliament is not
complete because the Election
Com¬m¬ission of Pakistan
(ECP) is yet to clear the air over
the allocation of reserved seats
to the Sunni Ittehad Council
(SIC), following the PTI-SIC
‘merger’ for this very purpose.

Khan’s PTI-backed inde-
pendents have emerged as the
largest number of winners fol-
lowed by PML-N and PPP.
However, Khan has alleged
that the February 8 elections
were the most controversial
and rigged polls in the coun-
try’s history.

He has accused the PML-
N-Paksitan Peoples Party post-
poll alliance, which also has
four other parties, as “mandate
thieves” set to form the govern-
ment in the Centre.

The PML-N has the full
backing of the military estab-
lishment to form the govern-
ment both in the Centre and
Punjab province.

As per the Constitution, a
party must win 133 out of 265
contested seats in the 266-
member National Assembly to
form a government.
Independent candidates – a
majority backed by 71-year-old
Khan’s PTI party – won 93
National Assembly seats. The
PML-N won 75 seats while the
PPP came third with 54 seats.
The Muttahida Qaumi
Movement Pakistan (MQM-P)
has 17 seats.

As part of the PML-N-PPP
alliance deal, it was decided
that Nawaz Sharif ’s daughter
Maryam Nawaz would be the
chief minister of Punjab
province. 

Maryam, the political heir
of Nawaz, took oath on
Monday and became the first
woman chief minister of any
province in the country.
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Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan
President Dr Arif Alvi’s refusal
to summon the newly-elected
National Assembly for its first
session may lead to “legal con-
sequences”, senior leaders of
the PML-N and PPP have
warned.    On Monday, Alvi
rejected a move from the care-
taker parliamentary affairs
ministry to summon the first
session of the newly elected
National Assembly on
February 29.

Alvi, known for his close-
ness to jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan, has
maintained that all reserved
seats be allocated before the
summoning of the session in
which newly-elected members
of the National Assembly will
take oath.

The Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) on Tuesday
rejected the objections raised
by Alvi, stating that constitu-
tionally, the first National
Assembly session should take
place within 21 days after the
elections, and the president
could summon the session
before the expiry of the dead-
line, the Dawn newspaper
reported. Under Article 91 of
the Constitution, the mandat-
ed date for the first session of
the National Assembly is
February 29.

The Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari on Tuesday
warned that several cases will
be made against Alvi for “abro-
gating the Constitution”, the
report said.

Bilawal said that two cases
would be filed against Alvi.
The first would be for dissolv-
ing the National Assembly
when a no-confidence motion
was moved against the then-
prime minister Imran Khan in
2022, and the second would be
for abrogating the Constitution
by not convening the National
Assembly session. He, howev-
er, asserted that his party had
no plans to impeach the pres-
ident, the report said.
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The funeral of Russian oppo-
sition leader Alexei Navalny,

who died earlier this month in
a remote Arctic penal colony,
will take place on Friday in
Moscow after several locations
declined to host the service, his
spokesperson said.   His funer-
al will be held at a church in
Moscow’s southeast Maryino
district on Friday afternoon,
Kira Yarmysh said on ednesday.
The burial is to be at a nearby
cemetery. Navalny died in mid-
February in one of Russia’s
harshest penal facilities. Russian
authorities said the cause of his
death at age 47 is still unknown,
and the results of any investiga-
tion are likely to be questioned
abroad. Many Western leaders
have already said they hold
Russian President Vladimir
Putin responsible for his death.
Yarmysh spoke of the difficul-
ties his team encountered in
trying to find a site for a
“farewell event” for Navalny.
Writing on X, formerly known
as Twitter, she said most venues
said they were fully booked,
with some “refusing when we

mention the surname Navalny”,
and one disclosing that “funer-
al agencies were forbidden to
work with us”. Ivan Zhdanov,
the director of Navalny’s Anti-
Corruption Foundation, said
the funeral was initially planned
for Thursday –- the day of
Putin’s annual address to
Russia’s Federal Assembly -–
but no venue would agree to
hold it then. “The real reason is
clear. The Kremlin understands
that nobody will need Putin

and his message on the day we
say farewell to Alexei,” Zhdanov
wrote on Telegram.  Shortly
after the announcement of the
funeral plans, Navalny’s widow,
Yulia Navalnaya, addressed
European lawmakers in
Strasbourg. Speaking at the
European Parliament, she con-
firmed that her husband would
be buried on Friday and
expressed fears that the police
might interfere. “I’m not sure
yet whether it will be peaceful

or whether police will arrest
those who have come to say
goodbye to my husband,” she
said.

At some points appearing
tearful amid applause from
lawmakers but largely resolute,
Navalnaya said her husband’s
death “showed everyone that
Putin is capable of anything,
and that you cannot negotiate
with him”.

She appealed to the
European Parliament to be
“innovative” in its approach to
the Russian president and those
close to him.“You cannot hurt
Putin with another resolution
or another set of sanctions,” she
said, urging lawmakers instead
to “apply the methods of fight-
ing organised crime, not polit-
ical competition”.  She asked the
parliament to investigate “finan-
cial machinations” and “mafia
associates” in their countries
and “discreet lawyers and
financiers who are helping
Putin and his friends to hide
money”.  In introducing
Navalnaya, the president of the
European Parliament, Roberta
Metsola, paid tribute to
Navalny. 
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President Ranil
Wickremesinghe on

Wednesday said the fate of the
missing persons and the ongo-
ing land disputes were posing
a major political challenge for
the reconciliation of the Tamil
minority under the 13th
Amendment to the
Constitution. Agreements have
been reached to release more
land and provide a pathway
forward, the President said.

India has been pressing Sri
Lanka to implement the 13th
Amendment (13A), which was
brought in after the Indo-Sri
Lankan agreement of 1987 and
provides for the devolution of
power to the Tamil communi-
ty. “The primary concern at
present revolves around the fate
of the missing persons. To
address this issue, we’ve pre-
sented and successfully passed

a bill in Parliament to establish
the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC),”
Wickremesinghe told a recon-
ciliation seminar here as he
outlined the steps taken so far.

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) had run
a military campaign for a sep-
arate Tamil homeland in the
northern and eastern provinces
of the island nation for nearly
30 years before its collapse in
2009 after the Sri Lankan Army
killed its supreme leader V
Prabhakaran. Wickremesinghe
also expressed his intent to
tackle other related issues as he
said, the TRC has received the
pledges of assistance from
South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa with similar coop-
eration being extended by other
nations as well.

Wickremesinghe further
said the ongoing land disputes
in the north were a major

political challenge for reconcil-
iation.

“We aim to address these
issues through inclusive dia-
logue, involving all concerned
parties. Furthermore, I have
instructed proceeding in accor-
dance with the 1985 map,” he
said.

Additionally, the President
said, he will be meeting with
Tamil MPs in Parliament next
week to discuss these matters
further.

Following consultations
with the security forces, agree-
ments have been reached to
“release more land, providing
a pathway forward in our
efforts.” On devolution of
power under the 13A,
Wickremesinghe said, the
granting of police powers to the
provinces could be held back
for future discussions.

In late 2022,
Wickremesinghe initiated a

dialogue with Tamil parties
on the full implementation of
the 13A without the police
powers to the provinces.
However, the powerful
Buddhist clergy opposition
suggested putting it on hold.

To devolve powers to the
provinces outlined in the cur-
rent reserved list, it was imper-
ative to reach an all-party con-
sensus to gain a two-thirds
majority, Wickremesinghe said.
He also said discussions are
underway regarding the imple-
mentation of the Provincial
Board of Education. Proposals
have been made to establish
provincial professional training
institutes in each province.

Additionally, plans are
underway to appoint provin-
cial-level committees to lead
the modernisation of agricul-
ture, establish a tourism board,
and undertake related initia-
tives.
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Ukraine’s president co-host-
ed a summit with

Albania’s government on
Wednesday that is meant to
encourage further support for
Kyiv by southeastern European
countries, as signs of fatigue
grow two years after Russia’s
full-scale invasion.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy arrived
before midnight Tuesday on
the latest stop in an interna-
tional tour that saw him in
Saudi Arabia earlier Tuesday to
push for a peace plan and the
return of prisoners of war
from Russia.

Zelenskyy on Wednesday
called Albanian Prime
Minister Edi Rama “Ukraine’s
unwavering friend” in a mes-
sage on X, formerly Twitter,
adding the two would “discuss
defence and political cooper-
ation, support for the Peace
Formula, and security agree-
ments.” “I will propose sup-

porting Ukraine’s efforts to
achieve just and lasting peace,
as well as organising the
Global Peace Summit in
Switzerland,” he said, referring
to the summit.

Zelenskyy and Rama also
signed a friendship and coop-
eration agreement “to
strengthen our cooperation
with Albania and Ukraine’s
position in the Balkans.”
Zelenskyy also awarded Rama
with the “Yaroslav the Wise”
medal for his contribution to
Ukraine.

Zelenskyy is accompanied
by Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba. Rama wrote on
Facebook that he was proud to
welcome Zelenskyy for “a sol-
idarity meeting and to further
the commitment of our
democracies against Russian
aggression.”

Securing further support
is key to Ukraine’s leader while
his country faces battlefield
challenges. Zelenskyy on
Sunday announced that 31,000

Ukrainian soldiers have been
killed in action since Russia’s
invasion — the first time that
Kyiv had confirmed the num-
ber of its losses. Ukraine has
urged Western leaders to
increase the joint production
of weapons and ammunition,
improve Ukrainian air
defences and put new pressure
on Russia via expanded sanc-
tions. The head of NATO has
said the US-led military
alliance has no plans to send
troops to Ukraine, and
Germany, Poland and other
countries this week have said
the same.

Eleven countries from
southeastern Europe, includ-
ing some of Ukraine’s neigh-
bours, attended the Albania
summit, three of them with
online messages, along with
officials from the European
Union and other internation-
al institutions.

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken visited
Albania earlier this month.

But not all the countries
are in full support for Ukraine
in its war against Russia.
Kremlin ally Serbia is the only
European country that has
refused to align with EU sanc-
tions following Russia’s inva-
sion. It continues signing
cooperation agreements with
Moscow.

Albania, a NATO member
since 2009 and a candidate for
EU membership, has voiced its
full support for Kyiv against
Russia’s invasion. It has provid-
ed military assistance in the
form of ammunition and
training of Ukrainian military.
It was among the first coun-
tries offering shelter to
Ukrainian refugees. It has
joined international sanctions
against Russian officials and
institutions.

As a non-permanent
member of the United Nations
Security Council in the last
two years, Albania joined the
US in initiating resolutions
against Russia’s invasion.
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A4,500-tonne high-tech
Chinese research vessel

which made a port call here
last week has left the shores of
the Maldives, local media
reports said on Wednesday.
Officially, the Chinese vessel
Xiang Yang Hong 3 was here
to “make a port call, for the
rotation of its personnel and
replenishment.”  “Xiang Yang
Hong 03 has returned to the
boundary of the Maldives’
Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) after docking in Male on
February 22. However, despite
departing from the Male har-
bour, tracking sites have shown
the vessel’s last signal near
Hulhumale’ two days ago,”
news portal Adhadhu.com
said.

Hulhumale is less than 10
kms northeast of Male. The
vessel had docked on February
23 in Thilafushi, about 7.5 kms
to the west of Male.

“The vessel is expected to
have turned off tracking sys-
tems, which it also did en route
to Male’ on January 22 when

it was in the Java Sea off the
coast of Indonesia,” it report-
ed. The news portal also pro-
vided some details about the
type of vessel Xiang Yang
Hong 03. The 100-metre-long
vessel was added to the fleet of
China’s State Oceanic
Administration (SOA) in 2016.
This is the only 4,500-tonne
vessel currently in China. Since
2019, China has also been
using the vessel to conduct ‘dis-
tant water’ and ‘deep sea’ sur-
veys at China’s Pilot Ocean
Laboratory, it said.

The vessel can also be
used for studies on salinity,

microbial genetic studies,
underwater mineral explo-
ration, and underwater life
and environmental studies, it
said. It has data buoys that can
measure ocean currents,
waves, and important environ-
mental information. These
buoys will provide real-time
satellite information to the
Chinese government, the
report said.

On January 5, Sri Lanka,
while denying entry to the
Xiang Yang Hong 03, said it
has declared a moratorium
on foreign research ships
entering its waters for a year

amid concerns from India
over Chinese research vessels
docking in its neighbourhood.

Incidentally, the Chinese
vessel was present near the
India-Maldives-Sri Lanka tri-
lateral Dosti-16 exercise that
took place in the ocean near
Male between February 22
and 25. Earlier on January 23,
the new China-friendly
Maldives government said it
had permitted the research
vessel, equipped to carry
research and surveys, to dock
at Male port, saying the halt
was for replenishment and
that it would “not be conduct-
ing any research while in the
Maldivian waters.”

An American think-tank
has alleged that a vast fleet of
China’s “scientific research”
ships is collecting data from
the oceans, including in the
Indian Ocean Region, for mil-
itary purposes, especially for
submarine operations, a charge
denied by Beijing, which said
the Chinese vessels operations
are in line with the UN
Convention on Law of the
Seas (UNCLOS).

+	���#?��@�������������
�	���
����
�&���#���?�
���	�
��������	����������
Langkawi  (Malaysia (AP):
Europe’s oldest monarch, King
Harald V of Norway, remained
hospitalised in Malaysia on
Wednesday, in the country’s
northern resort island of
Langkawi, after falling ill while
on vacation.

Malaysian national news
agency Bernama said the 87-
year-old monarch was under-
going treatment at the Sultanah
Maliha Hospital in Langkawi.
The report cited unnamed
sources as saying he was stay-
ing at the hospital’s Royal
Suite.

Norwegian TV 2 said the
king’s condition is stable, citing
the hospital. The hospital
declined to comment when
contacted by The Associated
Press. Malaysia’s health min-
istry told the media to wait for
a possible statement.

The royal palace in Oslo
said on Tuesday that the king
was hospitalised with an infec-
tion but did not give further
details. The palace said it may
send a statement out later
Wednesday.

Two days before his birth-
day last week, Norwegian news
agency NTB said that the king
would be undertaking a private
trip abroad together with his
wife Queen Sonja, without
specifying the destination or
dates.

The monarch, who has
been seen using crutches in
recent years, has been repeat-

edly ill over the past months, rais-
ing concern about the head of
state’s health. In January, the
palace said he was on sick leave
until February 2 because of a res-
piratory infection.

In December, he was admit-
ted to a hospital with an infection
and was treated with intravenous
antibiotics. He also was hospi-
talised last August with a fever.

Still, Harald has repeatedly
said he has no plans to abdicate,
unlike his second cousin Queen
Margrethe II of Denmark, who
stunned Danes when she
announced her step in a New
Year’s speech. Each time the king
was reported ill, his 50-year-old
son, Crown Prince Haakon, has
taken over his duties in line with
the protocol. 

The palace in Oslo told NTB
said there were no plans to alter
a planned trip by Haakon and
Crown Princess Mette-Marit on
Wednesday and Thursday to
southern Norway.
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Tokyo (AP): A drone small
enough to fit in one’s hand
flew inside one of the damaged
reactors at Japan’s Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear power plant on
Wednesday in hopes it can
examine some of the molten
fuel debris in areas where ear-
lier robots failed to reach.
Tokyo Electric Power
Company Holdings also began
releasing the fourth batch of
the plant’s treated and diluted
radioactive wastewater into
the sea on Wednesday.  The
government and TEPCO, the
plant’s operator, say the water
is safe and the process is being
monitored by the International
Atomic Energy Agency, but
the discharges have faced
strong opposition by fishing
groups and a Chinese ban on
Japanese seafood. 

A magnitude 9.0 quake
and tsunami in March 2011
destroyed the plant’s power
supply and cooling systems,
causing three reactors to melt
down. The government and

TEPCO plan to remove the
massive amount of fatally
radioactive melted nuclear
fuel that remains inside each
reactor — a daunting decom-
missioning process that’s been
delayed for years and mired by
technical hurdles and a lack of
data. To help on data, a fleet of
four drones were set to fly one
at a time into the hardest-hit
No. 1 reactor’s primary con-
tainment vessel. 

TEPCO plans to probe a
new area Thursday.

TEPCO has sent a number
of probes — including a crawl-
ing robot and an underwater
vehicle — inside each reactor
but was hindered by debris,
high radiation and the inabil-
ity to navigate through the
rubble, though they were able
to gather some data. In 2015,
the first robot to go inside got
stuck on a grate.

Wednesday’s drone flight
comes after months of prepa-
rations that began in July at a
nearby mock facility.
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Domestic manufacturing
of semiconductors is
the next big space and

many companies are expected
to venture into this segment, a
senior MeitY official said on
Wednesday adding that a USD
2 billion digital economy is
what India seriously needs.
S Krishnan, Secretary of
Ministry of Electronics &
Information Technology
(MeitY), while speaking
virtually at the India Digital
Summit (IDS) 2024 said the
digital economy is expected to
grow at a faster pace in the
next few years.
“Semiconductors is the other
big space. More companies are
likely to come into the
space...Our interest in
semiconductors is open,” he
said adding that in the next 5-
10 years semiconductor
manufacturing in the country
is expected to come up in a big
way.
About 20 lakh people are
employed in the electronics
manufacturing sector in the
country and the government
would like these jobs to go up
to about 45 lakh, he added.
“We expect the digital

economy to really grow at an
increasing pace in the next few
years. A USD 2 billion digital
economy is what India
seriously needs,” Krishnan
said. When asked about
governance, hygiene and
compliance with law for digital
economies, Krishnan pointed
out that regulators, much like
the public, recognized the
necessity of regulation.
While balancing consumer
protection and diverse
requirements, regulations are
thoroughly examined to
ensure safeguarding of user
information, he said.
In the tech sphere, consistent
collaboration among
regulators was crucial, he
added.

Similarly, maintaining
ongoing dialogue with
companies on various IT
aspects is essential, Krishnan
stated adding that the second
key aspect involves
formulating regulations to
ensure compliance.
On the proposed Digital India
legislation, he said efforts were
being made to enhance it with
additional elements. The
ministry is exploring ways to
address a significant issue
related to the idea and
understanding of ideas, where
different forms of control are
in place, he said.
Some of these controls
occasionally generate issues,
emphasizing the need for
regulation, Krishnan said.
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Benchmark Sensex tanked more than 1 per
cent while Nifty declined below the 22,000

level on Wednesday due to selling in index
heavyweight Reliance Industries and bank
stocks amid weak global market trends.
The 30-share BSE Sensex fell by 790.34 points or
1.08 per cent to settle at 72,304.88 with 26 of its
constituents ending in the red and four in the
green. During the day, it tanked 872.93 points or
1.19 per cent to a low of 72,222.29.
The Nifty slumped 247.20 points or 1.11 per
cent to settle at 21,951.15. As many as 46 Nifty
shares closed with losses while four advanced.
Among the Sensex firms, Power Grid fell the
most by 4.43 per cent due to profit booking by
investors. Reliance Industries dropped around 2
per cent, contributing 185.59 points to the slide.
IndusInd Bank, Maruti, Wipro, Tata Steel, JSW
Steel, Asian Paints, Mahindra & Mahindra and
UltraTech Cement were the biggest laggards.
Hindustan Unilever, Infosys and Tata
Consultancy Services and Bharti Airtel were the
gainers. “Indian markets were jittery mirroring
weak global markets. Global investors are
awaiting the key US economic data like personal
consumption expenditure, in anticipation of
good forecast there is a fear that Fed rate cut
maybe delayed. Turmoil in China’s property
sector further impacted the Asian market
trend,” said Vinod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Financial Services.
In the broader market, the BSE smallcap gauge
declined by 1.94 per cent and midcap index
went lower by 1.82 per cent.
All the indices ended lower. Utilities fell by 2.82
per cent, oil & gas declined 2.19 per cent, realty
tanked 2.12 per cent, telecommunication

dipped 1.92 per cent, services (1.89 per cent)
and commodities (1.85 per cent).
Shares of debt-laden Vodafone Idea plummeted
around 14 per cent after the fundraising
announcement by the company failed to lift
investors’ sentiment.
Shares of One97 Communications Ltd, the
owner of the Paytm brand, fell 5 per cent to hit a
lower circuit limit.
A total of 2,963 stocks declined while 881
advanced and 77 remained unchanged.
In Asian markets, Seoul settled with gains while
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong Kong ended lower.
European markets were trading mostly lower.
The US markets ended mostly higher on
Tuesday.
The BSE benchmark climbed 305.09 points or
0.42 per cent to settle at 73,095.22 on Tuesday.
The Nifty ended 76.30 points or 0.34 per cent up
at 22,198.35.
Global oil benchmark Brent crude declined 0.90
per cent to USD 82.90 a barrel.
Foreign institutional investors (FIIs) offloaded
equities worth Rs 1,509.16 crore on Tuesday,
according to exchange data.
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Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on

Wednesday hailed Bengaluru
tax payers for their
contributions in building a
strong and ‘Viksit Bharat’, and
said the Department of
Revenue is running its entire
national faceless income tax
assessment scheme from
Karnataka’s capital city. 
Speaking after laying the
foundation stone for the
upcoming complex
“HONGIRANA” for Income
Tax officers and staff here, she
said the tax payers of
Bengaluru have been
absolutely giving us the
buoyancy, and thanked all
individual and corporate
taxpayers in this region for
making sure for building a
strong and ‘Viksit Bharat’.
“Your contribution is
relentless. There has never
been a dip. So thank you very
much Bengaluru for keeping
that momentum up”, she said.
Sitharaman also emphasised
the investments that the
Central government is making
in Bengaluru.
She noted that the
Government has brought
about the entire faceless system
for income tax assessment and
ease of doing business to
ensure that tax assessees are
not harassed and do not have

the perception that discretion
of the officer who they have to
to go and sit and talk to will
make their tax payment
difficult. 
She said the Department’s
entire central processing centre
— the digital processing unit
which governs the entire
country — is located in
Bengaluru, driving the income
tax system for the whole
nation. The faceless system was
a big step forward in ease of
doing business.
“So money doesn’t go away
from Karnataka. It comes back
as well and comes back not just
like that…Yes it comes back for
roads, it comes back for
connectivity, it comes back for
metro, it comes back for rail, it
comes back for the suburban
railway system, It comes back
for Mangaluru port, it comes
back for the ‘Kalyana’
Karnataka (region) and so on”,
Sitharaman said. 
“But specifically, I want to
highlight the fact that
Department of Revenue’s
entire national faceless scheme
runs from Bengaluru and you
can imagine therefore, the
scale of investment which
would have happened for
that...I am very happy and
proud the manpower is also
from Bengaluru and they run
the whole system for the
country,” the Rajya Sabha
member from Karnataka said.
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Shares of debt-laden
Vodafone Idea Ltd on

Wednesday plummeted 14 per
cent after the company’s
fundraising announcement
failed to lift investors’
sentiment.
The stock plunged 13.99 per
cent to settle at Rs 13.65 on the
BSE. During the day, it tanked
14.93 per cent to Rs 13.50.
It fell 13.88 per cent to settle at
Rs 13.65 on the NSE. During
the day, it slumped 14.82 per
cent to Rs 13.50 — its lower
circuit limit.
The company’s market
capitalisation (mcap) eroded
by Rs 10,806.71 crore to Rs
66,447.95 crore.
Struggling telecom firm
Vodafone Idea on Tuesday said
its board has approved raising
up to Rs 20,000 crore in equity
from promoters and other
investors by June as it looks to
shore up finances for the
much-delayed 5G rollout and
strengthening 4G services.
The debt-laden firm, where the
government also holds just
over 33 per cent equity stake,
plans to raise Rs 45,000 crore
through a mix of equity and
debt with hopes of matching
services offered by rivals Jio
and Bharti Airtel that could
arrest subscriber churn.
The fundraising, when it
happens, will also arm
Vodafone Idea with firepower
to improve competitive
positioning in the Indian
telecom market, where it trails
larger rivals Reliance Jio and
Bharti Airtel, by a wide
margin.
Vodafone Idea has been
fighting a desperate battle for
survival -- it has a debt of Rs
2.1 lakh crore, is reporting
quarterly losses, and is
haemorrhaging subscribers
month after month.
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Low cost carrier Air India
Express plans to operate 40

per cent more flights in the
next financial year as well as
start services to Nepal,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka,
sources said on Wednesday.
The Tata Group-owned airline
— which is in the process of
merging AirAsia India, now
rebranded AIX Connect — is
expanding its fleet and expects
to complete the acquisition of
50 white tail Boeing 737 Max
aircraft by December this year,
the sources close to the
development said.
At least 13 of these 50 planes
have already been inducted

into its fleet.
Currently, it operates 350
flights daily and has a fleet of
69 planes.
Generally, a white tail aircraft
means that it was actually
meant to be delivered to
another carrier by the
manufacturer. In this case,
another source in the know
said the planes that are being
taken by Air India Express
were originally for a foreign
carrier, which decided not to
go ahead with the order amid
pandemic woes.
Going forward, the sources
said the airline will focus more
on consolidating its operations
on the domestic routes and will
not be adding many

destinations locally. Services
will be introduced in few
international routes, including
Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka.
In the next fiscal, the carrier
plans to operate 40 per cent
more flights as the fleet will
also be expanded, the sources

said. More number of flights
and services to new
destinations will be introduced
during the upcoming summer
and winter schedules.
Summer schedule starts from
late March to late October and
winter schedule commences
from late October to late

March.
At present, the airline has
around 1,300 pilots, including
400 from AirAsia India. About
400 pilots are under training,
they added.
Regarding the progress on
merging AIX Connect with
Air India Express, the sources
said the merger is expected to
be completed by the second
quarter of the next financial
year. Once the merger is fully
complete then all the planes of
AIX Connect will be under the
air operator permit of Air India
Express.
Currently, three A320neo
planes of AIX Connect are
under Air India Express’ air
operator permit.
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India’s super rich have allocat-
ed 32 per cent of their wealth

in residential properties in the
country and overseas, Knight
Frank said in a report on
Wednesday.
As per real estate consultant
Knight Frank’s The Wealth
Report 2024, 32 per cent of
India’s Ultra-High-Net-Worth
Individuals’ (UHNWIs) wealth
is allocated towards residential
real estate asset class. 
Nearly 14 per cent of their res-
idential portfolio is allocated
outside India.
UHNWIs are individuals with a
net worth of USD 30 million and
above.
On an average, an Indian
UHNWI owns 2.57 homes
while a sizable 28 per cent have
rented out their second homes
during 2023, the report said.
According to Knight Frank,
about 12 per cent of the coun-
try’s UHNWIs plan to buy a new
home in 2024. A similar per-
centage of wealthy individuals in
India purchased a new home last
year. 
Globally, 22 per cent of the ultra-
wealthy are expected to purchase
a home in 2024.
Knight Frank India Chairman
and Managing Director Shishir
Baijal said, “The prime residen-
tial assets continue to be the

mainstream investment avenue
for ultra-wealthy individuals in
the country.”
Separately, the report noted that
Mumbai ranked 8th on Knight
Frank’s Prime International
Residential Index (PIRI) index
in 2023 as compared to the 37th
rank in 2022, driven by 10 per
cent year-on-year growth in
terms of annual luxury residen-
tial price rise.
This jump has marked a place
for Mumbai in the top 10 lead-
ing luxury residential markets.
Manila (26 per cent growth)
leads the rankings while last
year’s frontrunner Dubai (16 per
cent) slipped one spot.
The Bahamas (15 per cent)
comes in the third place with
Algarve and Cape Town (both
12.3 per cent) completing the
top five.
Among other Indian cities,
Delhi ranked 37th and show-

cased a rise of 4.2 per cent year-
on-year in 2023 as compared to
the 77th rank in 2022. 
Bengaluru stands at the 59th
rank compared to 63rd in 2022
recording a 2.2 per cent year-on-
year increase in 2023.
“The outlook for 2024 remains
bright as Mumbai with a 5.5 per
cent prime price growth forecast,
ranks second among the 25
cities globally. As we navigate the
complexities of the global mar-
ket, India’s emergence as a prime
destination for luxury real estate
investment is undeniable,” Baijal
said. Of the 100 luxury residen-
tial markets tracked, 80 record-
ed positive to neutral annual
price growth.
Asia-Pacific (3.8 per cent)
pipped the Americas (3.6 per
cent) to the title of the strongest-
performing world region, with
Europe, the Middle East, and
Africa trailing (2.6 per cent).
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Agratas, Tata Group’s global battery busi-
ness, on Wednesday confirmed that it

will build Britain’s biggest electric vehicle bat-
tery manufacturing facility in Somerset,
south-west England. The so-called “gigafac-
tory”, announced last year, will be built on
the Gravity Smart Campus near Bridgwater
in Somerset with a community-first
approach, involving locals to learn more
about and be a part of the project. 
The company said the 40 GWh factory is
set to contribute almost half of the project-
ed battery manufacturing capacity required
for the UK automotive sector by the early
2030s. “Our multi-billion-pound investment
will bring state-of-the-art technology to

Somerset, helping to supercharge Britain’s
transition to electric mobility whilst creat-
ing thousands of jobs in the process,” said
Tom Flack, CEO of Agratas.
“We care deeply about the communities we
operate in, so it’s imperative to us that we
work with, and listen to, our new neighbours

as we build our factory in Somerset. That’s
why we’ll be holding an event for local res-
idents very soon, so we can share more about
our plans and introduce our team to the
community,” he said.
Agratas said it will work closely with local
and regional partners, including Somerset
Council, Bridgwater and Taunton College,
and the wider Gravity Smart Campus, to
deliver bespoke education and training pro-
grammes in the region, creating local jobs
for local people. The factory itself will cre-
ate up to 4,000 new high-skilled green tech
jobs in the area, with thousands more
expected to be created in the UK supply
chain. Residents living near the site of the
future gigafactory campus are set to receive
a leaflet through the post this week followed
by regular updates on the site’s progress.
Preliminary works on the site are in
progress, with piling to establish the facto-
ry’s foundations set to start in the coming
months. Construction will be completed in
phases, with battery production set to
begin in 2026. 
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Bharti Airtel, one of India’s
leading telecommunica-

tions service providers, in
partnership with IDEMIA
Secure Transactions, today
announced that it has
switched from virgin plastic
to recycled PVC SIM cards. 
This is in line with the
company’s commitment to
encouraging the adoption of
circular business practices.
IDEMIA Secure Transactions,
a division of IDEMIA Group,
is a leading provider of
payment and connectivity
solutions for financial
institutions, mobile network
operators and automotive
manufacturers. An industry
first in India, Airtel is the only
telecommunications service
provider to switch to recycled
plastic SIM cards. 
With this migration, the
generation of over 165 tonnes
of virgin plastic will be
limited which will further
reduce the generation of over
690 tonnes of CO2 equivalent
in one year. Pankaj Miglani,
Director — Supply Chain,
Bharti Airtel, said, “We are
delighted to announce yet
another first as we continue to
lead the Indian telecom
industry. 
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India’s retail sector is expected
to grow at 9-10 per cent to

reach USD 2 trillion in the next
decade with the country’s con-
sumption story continuing to
remain strong with steady
growth, according to a report. 
Yet, organised retailers would
need to sustain performance and
continue to grow shares as the
sector is going through key
shifts impacting the pace and
shape of growth, said the report
by the Boston Consulting Group
(BCG) and Retailers Association
of India (RAI). 

While income growth remains
steady, and consumers are opti-
mistic about personal income
outlook, consumers are increas-
ingly looking to spend on “expe-
riences” or save more through
newer or nascent vehicles, it said. 
“The Indian retail sector will
more than double in size to USD
2 trillion in the next decade —

across categories and formats —
and the successful retailers are
the ones who continue to chal-
lenge the perceived growth prof-
itability trade-off, “ BCG
Managing Director and Senior
Partner Abheek Singhi said. 
The report said, “India retail (is)
expected to grow at 9-10 per
cent to reach USD 2 trillion in
the next decade.” Historically, it
added organised retail has out-
performed underlying category
growth but a slowdown was seen
in 2023. 
The slowdown in growth was
reflected across segments in the
recent quarters, it noted. 
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LTIMindtree, a global technol-
ogy consulting and digital

solutions company, on
Wednesday said it has joined the
IBM Quantum Network to
explore innovations in quantum
computing.
LTIMindtree will collaborate
with the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Madras, which
is also an IBM Quantum
Innovation Centre, to advance

the quantum innovation ecosys-
tem, the company said.
“This move is a strategic step
toward LTIMindtree helping
their customers benefit from the
transformative value of quantum
computing technologies,” the
company said.
LTIMindtree will have access to
IBM resources, including IBM’s
global fleet of quantum comput-
ing systems over the cloud, soft-
ware, and associated expertise.
Aan Chauhan, Chief Techno-

logy Officer, LTIMindtree, said
the collaboration with IBM and
IIT Madras is an important
step towards a future where
quantum computing could help
solve more complex problems
faster and more efficiently.
“It positions us to expedite our
customers’ journey towards real-
izing the immense value of
quantum computing, readying
them to leverage these advanced
technologies for transformative
solutions,” Chauhan added.
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Walt Disney Co and Reliance
Industries on Wednesday
announced signing of binding
pacts to merge their media
operations in India to create a
Rs 70,000 crore behemoth.
Reliance and its affiliates will
hold a 63.16 per cent stake in the
combined entity that will house
two streaming services and 120
television channels. Disney will
hold the remaining 36.84 per
cent stake, the companies said
in a statement.
Reliance has also agreed to
invest at closing Rs 11,500 crore
into the joint venture to give it
muscles to fight rivals such as
Japan’s Sony and Netflix.

Disney+Hotstar has seen its
paid subscriber base decline
from around 55 million to
about 40 million in the first
quarter of this financial year
because of Reliance’s Jio
Cinemas winning exclusive
rights for live sports. 
The combined entity will have
the largest OTT subscriber base
and close to 120 channels in the
country.
Media ventures of Reliance are
currently housed in Network 18,
which owns TV18 news chan-
nels as well as a plethora of
entertainment (under the
‘Colors’ brand) and sports chan-
nels. Besides, NW18 has stakes
in moneycontrol.Com, book-
myshow and also publishes

magazines. It also owns the
news channels CNBC/CNN.
Reliance separately owns a
movie production arm -
JioStudios - and majority stakes
in two listed cable distribution
companies, Den and Hathway.
Disney+Hotstar was launched
in India in 2020, post the acqui-
sition of the entertainment
assets of 21st Century Fox at a
valuation of USD 71.3 billion,
thereby taking over the opera-
tions of Star India and Hotstar.
It housed entertainment and
cinema channels such as
StarPlus and StarGold as well as
sports channels like Star Sports. 
While Disney+Hotstar rapidly
increased their subscriber base
initially with the streaming

rights of cricket matches (IPL,
World Cup), it lost the bid for
the digital streaming rights in
2023-27 cycle, which was won
by Reliance-backed Viacom18
for USD 720 billion, 12.92 per
cent higher than what Star
India had paid on an average
per match value. 
Nita Ambani will head the joint
venture while Uday Shankar will
be the vice chairperson.
“Reliance Industries Ltd (and its
affiliate) Viacom 18 Media Pvt
Ltd and The Walt Disney
Company today announced the
signing of binding definitive
agreements to form a joint ven-
ture that will combine the busi-
nesses of Viacom18 and Star
India,” the statement said.
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Hockey India president
Dilip Tirkey and
secretary general

Bhola Nath Singh on
Wednesday denied outgoing
CEO Elena Norman's
assertion of a rift between
them, saying that they are
"united" and working in the
best interest of the sport.
Norman resigned on Tuesday
and in an interview to PTI she
alleged that there was
factionalism in the body. The
49-year-old Australian
suggested that Tirkey and
Singh were at loggerheads
and also complained of a
difficult work environment.
In a joint statement, Tirkey
and Singh rejected Norman's
claims.
"Recently there have been
statements by outgoing
officials published in the
media, claiming that there are
divisions within the
organisation. This is not
correct. We remain united in
working together, and as
always in the best interest of
the sport," the two said.
"Hockey India is an
autonomous and professional
body dedicated to the

development of Indian
hockey. Our primary
objective as an organisation
has been and continues to
remain the welfare and
progress of the sport of
hockey and our athletes."
Norman's resignation was the
second blow to HI in the last
few days after the Indian
women's hockey team coach
Janneke Schopman resigned,

also complaining of a difficult
work environment.
Schopman had accused HI of
giving step-motherly
treatment to women's hockey.
Tirkey and Singh said HI has
always treated all teams and
players equally and also
claimed to have built an
environment of equality in
the organisation.
"We have built our ethos

around equity and equal
opportunities right from the
grassroots levels across states
as well as on a national level,"
their statement read.
"In this spirit, our entire focus
remains on growing our
talent, ensuring all hosted
events are conducted with
utmost professionalism and
our national teams are
receiving the best support to

support their performance at
the global stage."
Norman began her tenure as
the federation's first CEO
back in 2011 with Narinder
Batra as the head. After
resigning, she stated that it
was difficult for her to
continue given the bickering
inside HI.
"There are two factions in
Hockey India. There is

(President) Dilip Tirkey and I
and there is (Secretary)
Bholanath Singh, (Executive
Director) Cdr. R K Srivastava
and (Treasurer) Sekar J
Manoharan," she said.
"There are guys who want
power and then there is (HI
President) Dilip (Tirkey) who
is a nice guy, only after
betterment of Indian hockey,"
she explained.
Tirkey and Singh said their
focus is now on rebuilding the
women's team, which failed
to qualify for the Olympics,
and helping the men's side
that is due to compete in the
quadrennial showpiece in
Paris this year.
"We will continue in this
pursuit of excellence and
rebuild the women's team
with a fresh approach to
providing the right
infrastructure and training to
enhance their performance,"
they stated.
"In addition to this, we are
cognisant of this being an
Olympic year and are
dedicated to aide the National
Men's Team with the required
support to stand on the
podium yet again in the
forthcoming Olympic Games
in Paris this year." 
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Even before Logan
Sargeant finished his

rookie Formula 1 season, a
set of expectations were
given to the American on
what he needed to do to
keep his ride at Williams. 
It still took until December
for Williams to confirm
Sargeant would get a
second season. He was the
last driver finalized for this
year's 20-car grid. 
But he enters the new
season - it starts this
weekend in Bahrain -
already ahead of schedule. 
"First and foremost, I've
asked him to surprise the
world in terms of his
physical fitness, his
approach and his
performance," Williams
team principal James
Vowles said.
"We've changed quite a bit
with him across the winter
period, his trainer is
different, his training
programs are completely
different. You should see
he's a much more confident
person and he carries that
well."
Sargeant delivered on
Vowles' ask by adding a
little more than 11 pounds
to his frame during the
offseason - muscle that
should help the Floridian
with car handling a year
after he was consistently
outperformed by teammate
Alex Albon. 
Sargeant scored just one
point all of last year and it
didn't come until the U.S.
Grand Prix, five races
before the end of the
season. Albon, meanwhile,
scored 27 points across the
season and was ranked
13th in the final driver
standings. 
"I wasn't physically in the
place I need to be and I've
done everything I can to
get on top of that. For
example, I'm five kilos
heavier than I was at the
end of last year, and I feel
much more healthy and
much more ready to go,"
Sargeant said. 
"I feel like a different man, I
feel like physically I am in
the best shape I've ever
been. And I believe in the
condition I'm in now, and
will continue to get to, will
be simply just helping me
feel more comfortable in
the car and extract
performance."
Sargeant is the first
American to race in F1
since Alexander Rossi in
2015 and his
underwhelming rookie
season did little to build a
fanbase in the lucrative
United States market that
hosted a series-high three
races last year. 
But Williams last year had
a car that was difficult to
drive and both he and
Albon were forced to
adapt. Albon believes this
year's FW46 will be easier
for Sargeant to handle.

"Logan will have that
experience now into this
year, I don't think it'll be so
much of a learning curve
for him," Albon said. 
"I personally believe that
the car's going to be a bit
easier to drive. Our car was
very unique. I spent two
years refining a very
strange driving style, which
for someone coming into
the car for the first time,
without any prior F1
experience, is difficult.
"It was very easy to
overdrive the car. I think
naturally the car's going to
go towards him as in a bit
less on a knife edge and
more usable," Albon
continued. "So I think
what you're going to see is
a guy with a lot more
experience and a car that
should be more usable and
that will in itself bring
performance."
Vowles agreed that this
year's car should help both
Albon and Sargeant as
Williams tries to become
competitive again. 
"We should have a car that
is more suiting to both
drivers," Vowles said. "I'm
hoping that we've got rid of
some of these really nasty
effects from last year, but
that will also make a
platform for him where he
should be able to grow
much quicker than he did
in 2023."
Vowles has also tried to
relieve some of the pressure
on Sargeant by telling him
to follow the same
guidelines that helped him
earn a second season with
Williams. 
"What I've asked him to do
is to approach the first few
days of driving the car with
caution again, the same
way he did at the end of last
year, build up into it and
don't try and rush into
success," Vowles said. 
"That's the confidence I
placed in him. That's why
he's back in the car. I need
him now to not go back to
his old ways of trying to
extract too much from
himself and from the car
too quickly, but rather
approach things
progressively."
Sargeant goes into this year
much more confident after
a season that he admitted
took a physical toll on him.
He needed the extra work
as F1 prepares for a record
24 races this year. 
"The offseason has been
such a good opportunity
for me to take a step back
and look at myself from
mental, emotional and
physical standpoint where I
need to do improve, where
I need to get better,"
Sargeant said. 
"I learned that I need to
manage myself much
better. I let myself get very
drained throughout the
season and I let that affect
me off the track, which
ultimately brings it onto
the track.
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Daniel Altmaier pulled off
a major upset, beating

top seeded Alexander Zverev
in a battle of German players
to qualify for the second
round of the Mexican Open.
The 27-year-old Altmaier
and world's 57th ranked
player defeated his
countryman for the first time
in three tries in 2:26 hours
and will play Miomir
Kecmanovic next.
Zverev, sixth in the ATP
rankings, lost a seven-match
winning streak against
German players. His
previous loss against one was
in 2019, when he fell to
Dustin Brow, in Stuttgart.
Earlier, second-seeded
Holger Rune eased past
American Michael Mmoh 6-
2, 6-3 and advanced to the
second round.
Rune, ranked seventh in the
ATP, needed 92 minutes to
dispatch Mmoh, who made
his way into the main draw
through the qualification
tournament.
The 20-year-old Rune, from
Denmark, reached the
semifinals in Acapulco last
year and now will meet
Aleksandar Kovacevic, who
took care of Jordan
Thompson 6-3, 5-7, 6-4.
Earlier, fifth-seeded Stefanos
Tsitsipas defeated Roman
Safiullin 6-3, 6-4 and moved
on to the second round
where he will face Flavio
Cobolli.
The 25-year-old Greek
reached the semifinals last
week in Los Cabos, Mexico,
and is trying to win his first
career 500 tournament.
Also Tuesday, Frances Tiafoe,
seeded eighth, rallied to beat
Max Purcell 4-6, 6-3, 6-0. He
moved on to face Dominik
Koepfer, who took care of
Terence Atmane 6-4, 4-6, 6-0.
Tiafoe is the highest-ranked
American player in
contention in the
tournament after fourth-
seeded Taylor Fritz and
seventh-seeded Tommy Paul
were knocked out on
Monday.
In another result, Casper
Ruud outlasted Christopher
Eubanks 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-3 and
moved on to the second
round.
Ruud is going to play against
Dusan Lajovic, who beat
local Rodrigo Pacheco 6-2,
6-2.
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Athletics Federation of
India vice-president Anju

Bobby George on Wednesday
said Asian Games gold-
winning steeplechase runner
Parul Chaudhary is among
the ones to watch out for at
this year's Paris Olympics
where she expecting more
than one medal in javelin
throw.
So far, nine Indian track-and-
field athletes have qualified
for the Games in July-August
with defending gold-
medallist Neeraj Chopra and
Kishore Jena making the cut
in javelin throw.
Chaudhary shot into
limelight with a gold in the
5000m and a silver in 3000m

steeplechase events of the
Hangzhou Asian Games last
year. The 28-year-old is the
first Indian to clock less than
nine minutes in the 3000m
women's steeplechase. 

"A bunch of athletes are
performing really well in the
international arena from
athletics. We are aiming for
three (medals) in javelin," she
told PTI Video on the

sidelines of Bharat Sports
Science Conclave in New
Delhi on Wednesday.
"Then we have long jumpers,
we have triple jumpers,
steeplechase runner Parul
Chaudhary is among the ones
to watch out for but a lot
cannot be predicted about the
Olympics," she added. 
A legend in her own right,
who won a trailblazing world
championship bronze in long
jump, George said she is
mighty pleased with how
technology has been
incorporated to improve
training of athletes. "A game-
changer I can say, nothing was
like this in our time, the
changes that are happening in
Indian sports, and sports
science is playing a big role in

every athlete's career.
"Every athlete is challenging
his body, he needs recovery
and treatment, and it was not
there in India (in the past),
but now we are aiming for the
Olympics. We are talking
about sports science, doping
issues, recovery and training,
so it is a game changer I can
say," she said.
The other Indian athletes to
have qualified for the Paris
Games so far are Avinash
Sable (men's 3000m
steeplechase), Akashdeep
Singh, Vikas Singh and
Paramjeet Singh Bisht (men's
20km walk), Priyanka
Goswami (women's 20km
walk), and Murali
Sreeshankar (men's long
jump). 
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Liverpool's injury crisis
keeps on getting worse.

Ryan Gravenberch is the
latest name to be added to an
ever-lengthening list of
players unavailable to the
Premier League leader, while
Wataru Endo is a doubt for
Wednesday's FA Cup fifth
round match against
Southampton.
Gravenberch sustained an
ankle injury in the first half
of Sunday's English League
Cup final triumph against
Chelsea and was taken off on
a stretcher. Endo left
Wembley Stadium on
crutches and wearing a
protective boot.
"We need miracles with a few
players," Liverpool manager
Jurgen Klopp said Tuesday. 
"I don't want to rule them out

for too long. But it is touch
and go with a lot of players
who were not available for
the final: Darwin (Nunez),
Mo (Salah), Dom
(Szoboszlai) - we have to see
what they can do."
Gravenberch has ligament
damage that will keep him
out for at least two games,
Klopp said. Trent Alexander-
Arnold, Thiago Alcantara
and goalkeeper Alisson
Becker are other key players
Klopp has had to do without
in recent weeks. Yet
Liverpool remain in
contention for a quadruple of
trophies after Sunday's 1-0
win against Chelsea.
The Merseyside club is one
point ahead of Manchester
City at the top of the table
and still competing for the
FA Cup and the Europa
League.
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Erling Haaland looks
determined to make up for

lost time.
The Norway striker scored
five goals to power
Manchester City into the
quarterfinals of the FA Cup in
a 6-2 win against Luton on
Tuesday.
It was his eighth hat trick in a
season-and-a-half with City
and the second time he has
scored five in a single game
for the club.
Perhaps more significantly, it
was evidence that Haaland is
fully back up to speed after
recently returning from a foot
injury that ruled him out for
more than a month between
December and January.
"My fitness is getting back to
its best finally," he said. 
"I feel good. It's an amazing
feeling."
Haaland had scored only

three goals in seven
appearances since making his
comeback on January 31.
By his remarkable standards,
that represented a relative
drought, but he looked back
to his devastating best at
Kenilworth Road with a first-
half hat trick and two more
after the break. Four of those
goals came from assists by
Kevin De Bruyne, who has
also missed large parts of the
season through injury.
"It's a pleasure playing with
him," Haaland said. 
"I think we know what we
both want from each other,
we look at each other and it
clicks well."
Mateo Kovacic added a sixth
for City, while Jordan Clark
struck twice for Luton.
Haaland was denied a
possible double hat trick
when he was replaced by
Julian Alvarez in the 77th
minute. It was the second

time City manager Pep
Guardiola substituted the
striker after scoring five goals,
having taken him off during
the 7-0 rout of RB Leipzig in
the Champions League last
year.
Haaland now has 27 goals in
all competitions for the

season after scoring 52 in his
first year at the club.
His performance and linkup
play with De Bruyne will also
fuel the belief City can
emulate last season's treble of
trophies when it won the
Premier League title, FA Cup
and Champions League.

"We're coming. Exciting times
(are) ahead," Haaland said.
The forward completed his
hat trick after 40 minutes,
having opened the scoring in
the third and adding a second
in the 18th.
Clark pulled one back for
Luton in the 45th and made it

3-2 with another seven
minutes after halftime.
But Haaland quickly extended
City's lead with further goals
in the 55th and 58th.
Kovacic completed the
scoring with a long range
effort in the 72nd.

NEWCASTLE SURVIVES
Newcastle avoided a potential
upset at Blackburn but
needed penalties to overcome
the second-division team. 
Goalkeeper Martin Dubravka
pushed away Dominic
Hyam's spot kick at the end of
the shootout to secure a 4-3
win on penalties after the
game had finished 1-1
through extra time.
Anthony Gordon fired
Newcastle ahead in the 71st at
Ewood Park, but the lead only
lasted eight minutes when
Sammie Szmodics leveled for
Blackburn.
Saudi-backed Newcastle has

endured a troubled season in
the league and currently sits
10th in the standings after a
fourth-place finish last year.
But victory over Blackburn
means it is still in contention
to win its first piece of major
domestic silverware since the
FA Cup in 1955.

\LEICESTER ADVANCES
Abdul Fatawu fired Leicester
to a 1-0 win over Premier
League team Bournemouth
with a stunning extra time
goal.
Substitute Fatawu struck in
the 105th - curling a shot into
the top corner from the edge
of the area.
Leicester won the Cup in 2021
but has slumped since then
and was relegated to the
second division last season. It
is aiming to bounce straight
back up and showed its
credentials with the win at
Bournemouth.


��■ '����	�0


Croatia's Donna Vekic and
Ukraine's Dayana

Yastremska were among those
moving into the second
round of the Cymbiotika San
Diego Open. Vekic, a finalist
here in 2022, beat local
wildcard Katherine Hui, 7-5
6-2 in her WTA Tour singles

debut on Tuesday. A Santa Fe
Christian School graduate
now playing on the collegiate
level at Stanford, Hui is the
reigning US Open girls'
singles titlist.
A first-time major
semifinalist last month at the
Australian Open, Yastremska
had to dig deep in outlasting
American Caroline Dolehide,
6-4 5-7 6-1. The 23-year-old

was up a set and a break only
to have her opponent force a
decider. Yastremska overcame
nine double faults in the two-
hour, eight-minute matchup.
German veteran Tatjana
Maria, 36, advanced when
eighth seed Leylah Fernandez
retired with a left shoulder
injury trailing 0-4 in the
second set. It marks the third
consecutive year the 21-year-
old Canadian, a US Open
finalist in 2021, has failed to
reach the second round in
San Diego.
Czech Katerina Siniakova, a
doubles titlist here last year
with countrywoman Barbora
Krejcikova, beat Japanese
qualifier Mai Hontama 6-3 6-
1, in one hour and 13
minutes. Australian wild card
Taylah Preston was a 6-4 4-6
6-1 winner over Poland's
Magdalena Frech.
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Senior India batter K L
Rahul is unlikely to
feature in the fifth and

final Test against England in
Dharamsala as he continues
to feel sore in his right
quadriceps.
Rahul became unavailable
after the series-opener in
Hyderabad in January but as
per BCCI, he was 90 per cent
fit before the third Test in
Rajkot earlier this month.
Rahul has now travelled to
London to get an expert

opinion on his injury and
with the series in the bag, the
Indian team management
will not take the risk of
playing him in the
Dharamsala Test beginning
March 7.
He needs to be fully fit
before the IPL where he will
lead Lucknow Super Giants
and is expected to bat in the
middle order to bolster his
chances of making the India
squad for the T20 World Cup

RAHUL STILL FEELING SORE WHILE BATTING IN NETS
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India’s latest batting
sensation Yashasvi

Jaiswal advanced towards a
top-10 spot in the ICC
rankings for Test batters by
climbing three spots to
12th while his compatriot
Dhruv Jurel leapfrogged 31
places to 69th on
Wednesday. 
Jaiswal, who started the
series in 69th position,
continues his ascent to the
top after scores of 73 and
37 in the fourth match of
India’s ICC World Test
Championship series
against England in Ranchi.
Player of the Match Jurel’s
scores of 90 and 39 has
jumped a whopping 31
places while former
England captain Joe Root is
back in the top three.
Root, a formerly top-
ranked batter, struck an
unbeaten 122 in the first
innings in Ranchi to move
up two places to third
position. He also moved up
three spots to fourth
among all-rounders.
Senior spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin’s
five-wicket haul in the
second innings has helped
him narrow the gap with
top-ranked Jasprit Bumrah
to 21 rating points at 846
after the fast bowler was
rested for the Ranchi Test. 
Wrist spinner Kuldeep
Yadav moved up 10 places
to the 32nd spot and
England’s Shoaib Bashir,

Jaiswal rises to 12th in ICC Test rankings

in the USA and the
Caribbean.
“It is more to get an expert
opinion (travel to London).
He experiences a bit of pain
(right quadriceps) while
batting. It is to ensure that
he recovers fully as he is a
player that team needs long-
term.
“There is so much
competition coming his way
-- IPL, he could also be in
the T20 World Cup mix.

Then we have some
important Test series against
New Zealand, and Australia
later in the year. So, it is
better to give him time to
recover properly than
rushing him,” an IPL source
told PTI.
It is the same quadriceps
injury that had sidelined
Rahul for almost four
months last year.
Having got injured during
the IPL, Rahul returned to
action with the Asia Cup in
September and made instant
impact. In the more recent
Test tour of South Africa,

Rahul was the only century
maker from India in the
drawn series.
His absence from the final
Test means Rajat Patidar will
remain with the squad but
the MP batter can’t be sure
of his place in the playing
eleven, having aggregated
only 63 runs in six innings.
There is a possibility that
Patidar will make away for
Devdutt Padikkal in
Dharamsala.

BUMRAH SET TO
RETURN: India’s premier
pacer Jasprit Bumrah, who

was rested for the Ranchi
Test, is expected to lead the
attack at the HPCA Stadium.
The series is sealed but every
Test match offers crucial
World Test Championship
points and Bumrah can play
a big part in the cooler

climes of Dharamsala.
India are second in the
standings with five wins, two
losses and a draw. New
Zealand lead the table with a
winning percentage of 75 but
they have only played four
Tests. 
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who climbed 38 places to
80th, have also attained
career bests.
Opener Zak Crawley
entered the top 20 for the
first time after scores of 42
and 60, while a bunch of
spinners have also
prospered in the latest
weekly update.
The T20I Rankings see
Australia batter Travis Head
move into the top 20 for the
first time after scores of 24,

45 and 33 in the series
against New Zealand. Tim
David’s quickfire 31 off just
10 balls in the first match
see him move up six places
to 22nd and past the 600-
point barrier for the first
time in his career.
The top six bowlers are
unchanged, with Josh
Hazlewood the only new
one in the top 10 after
finishing with figures of 4-1-
12-1 in Auckland. 


