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The 72-hour-long drama
between Jharkhand and
the Enforcement

Directorate (ED) came to an
end late on Wednesday
evening with the arrest of the
"absconding" JMM leader
Hemant Soren. Sources
claimed JMM leader was
“evasive” in his replies during
his questioning and hence was
taken into custody under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA). The
sources said the agency put
across 15 questions to Hemant
during the second round of
questioning in the case. 
He had to resign as Chief
Minister, followed by the
probable appointment of the
seniormost MLA and State
Transport Minister, Champai
Soren, to step into his shoes
and take up the reins of the
JMM-Congress, RJD coalition
government.
As of the filing of reports,
JMM spokesperson Mahua
Majhi said that Soren had been
taken into custody by the ED.
Cabinet Minister Banna Gupta
shared with the media that
Champai would take over as
the new Chief Minister of
Jharkhand. Speculation is rife
that someone from Hemant's
family, including wife Kalpana
(who is not an MLA), could be
named to lead the State.
Hemant Soren is the first
sitting Chief Minister to be
arrested in a corruption case.

Along with ED officials,
Hemant went to Raj Bhawan
to meet Jharkhand Governor
CP Radhakrishnan and
submitted his resignation from
the post of chief minister.
Sources suggest that Hemant
wanted to be arrested in his
home State to garner
sympathy from the people
during the Lok Sabha
elections.
A delegation of the JMM-led
coalition also met the
Governor and submitted a list
of support from 47 MLAs,
claiming their backing to form
the government. Later,
Champai Soren said he has
staked a claim to form a new
government and have the
support of 47 MLAs.
Champai has been a legislator
from the Serikela Assembly
constituency for more than
three decades since 1991 and is
known to be a loyalist of JMM
supremo Shibu Soren. Earlier,
legislators gathered at Hemant
Soren's residence elected
Champai as the leader of the
JMM legislative party, with the
party spokesperson Vinod
Pandey saying that a
consensus was reached on his
name.
Amid hectic political
activities, JMM coalition
MLAs gathered at the Chief
Minister's residence earlier in
the day to express their
solidarity with their leader.
They also signed a letter of
support without any name, as
speculation is rife that
Hemant's wife will be handed

over the reins.
Soren's wife, Kalpana Soren,
who is not an MLA, was also
present at the meeting. By-
elections cannot be held in the
last year of any Assembly's
term, so Kalpana Soren could
not have been elected an MLA
even if she was named the
Chief Minister.
Reports were also circulating
that Soren's family, including
his sister-in-law and JMM

MLA Sita Soren (widow of
Durga Soren), and Basant
Soren, openly oppose any
move to make his wife
Kalpana the chief minister.
Sita Soren represents the Jama
constituency in the Assembly
and told the media that she
would like to ask why only
Kalpana Soren, who is not
even an MLA and has no
political experience. 
Insiders say that when a

consensus could not be
reached on Kalpana Soren as
the next chief minister, the
party decided to elect
Champai Soren as the new
chief minister. Party
spokesperson Vinod Pandey
said that a general consensus
was reached on Champai
Soren.
ED sources reported that the
officers of the ED reached the
CM's residence in Ranchi

around 1:20 pm to record his
statement. The agency was not
satisfied with the answers
provided by the chief minister.
Soren had skipped the 10th
summons before his arrest in
connection with an
investigation into a "huge
racket of illegal change of land
ownership by the mafia" in
Jharkhand.
Simultaneously, Soren also
lodged an FIR against ED

personnel over searches
conducted by the agency at his
Delhi residence on Monday,
officials said. Soren alleged
that the ED conducted the
search to "harass and malign
him and his entire
community," the officials said,
quoting the FIR.
Ahead of the scheduled
questioning, the ED wrote to
the Jharkhand government,
seeking extra security.
Prohibitory orders under
Section 144 of the CrPC,
which were earlier effective
from 9 am to 10 pm on
Wednesday, have now been
extended until further notice
within a radius of 100 metres
at key locations, including the
CM House, Raj Bhavan, and
the ED office at Doranda. As
part of the restrictions,
demonstrations, rallies, and
meetings cannot be held in
and around these areas. The
three-member special team
was led by finance secretary
Prashant Kumar and included
mines director Arva Rajkamal
and special branch IG Prabhat
Kumar.
ED officials had reached the
CM's residence in Ranchi
around 1:20 pm to record his
statement. Meanwhile,
eyewitnesses said three tourist
buses entered Soren's house on
Kanke Road around 5:30 pm
amid hectic activities. Soon
after that, Chief Secretary L
Khiangte and DGP Ajay
Kumar Singh met Soren's wife,
Kalpana Soren. Earlier in the
day, Soren lodged an FIR

against senior ED personnel at
the SC/ST police station here
over searches conducted by
the agency at his Delhi
residence, officials said.
The ED has, so far, arrested 14
people in the case, including
the 2011-batch IAS officer
Chhavi Ranjan, who served as
the director of the State's social
welfare department and
deputy commissioner of
Ranchi. Earlier, the ED had
recorded his statement on
January 20 under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
Hemant was taken into
custody in connection with an
alleged land scam, minutes
after meeting the governor
and handing in his
resignation. Sources said he
had discussed the matter with
the officials, declaring that he
would sign the arrest memo
only after stepping down. The
ED officials then took him to
meet the Governor. A Chief
Minister can be arrested under
the anti-money laundering
rules if he evades summons
thrice.
Soren, after evading the
Enforcement Directorate over
the weekend, had agreed to be
questioned by the Central
agency this afternoon. His
statement was recorded during
the questioning. Soren, who
had evaded seven summons
for questioning in an alleged
money laundering case linked
to the Rs 600 crore land scam,
was anticipating arrest for a
while.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi asserted on

Wednesday that the country
is reaching new heights of
progress, and its journey of
“all-inclusive and all-round”
development will continue
with the people’s blessings. In
his customary remarks to the
media before the Budget
Session, Modi greeted them
with “Ram Ram” (an
invocation of Lord Ram) and
noted that there is a tradition
of not presenting a full
Budget before the polls.
“We will follow the same
tradition and present a full-
fledged budget before you
after a new government is
formed,” he said, adding that
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will, in her
Budget to be tabled on
Thursday, introduce measures
showing a direction. Modi has
frequently expressed
confidence that his
government will retain power
in the elections.
Ahead of Parliament’s last
session before the Lok Sabha
polls, the PM took aim at
Opposition MPs for
disrupting parliamentary
proceedings, saying those
habituated to creating a

ruckus and disrobing
democratic values should
introspect as they meet in the
last session before the polls.
“If these MPs inquire even in

their own parliamentary
constituencies, they will find
that no one remembers those
behind such ruckus and
disruptions,” Modi said. 

ED takes Hemant Soren into Custody
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President Droupadi Murmu
on Wednesday hailed the

Modi Government’s big-ticket
reforms in the last 10 years
and mentioned that the
centuries-old desire to build a
Ram temple in Ayodhya has
now become a reality, while
apprehensions over the
abrogation of Article 370 are a
thing of the past.
In her first address to a joint
sitting of the two Houses in
the new Parliament building,
during which she touched on
varied issues ranging from
insurgency to inflation,
Murmu said a country can
progress at a fast pace only
when it defeats the challenges
of the past and puts
maximum energy into
building the future.
Murmu arrived in a buggy at
Parliament House to deliver
her address to the joint sitting
of the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha. She entered the
House with the “sengol” being
carried in front of her. She
asserted that the armed forces
were giving a befitting reply
to terrorism and
expansionism. Murmu also
mentioned that India is now a
prominent voice against
terrorism in the world.

The government, she said,
believes that the grand edifice
of a developed India will
stand on the four strong
pillars of youth power,
women power, farmers, and
the poor. “In the last 10 years,
the country has witnessed the
completion of projects for
which the people had waited
for decades. There was a
desire for building the Ram
Mandir for centuries, and
today it has become a reality,”

she said to thumping desks
from the treasury benches.
“In cultural history, there are
some milestones that decide
the future of centuries. In
India’s history also, there have
been numerous such
milestones. On January 22,
the country witnessed one
such milestone. After a
centuries-long wait, Ram
Lalla now resides in a grand
temple in Ayodhya,” she said.
She said there were
apprehensions over the
removal of Article 370 from
Jammu and Kashmir “but
they have become history
now.”
There is an environment of
peace and security in Jammu
& Kashmir, with vibrancy in
markets instead of the
“silence of shutdowns”
witnessed in the past, the
President said. Incidents of
insurgency have gone down
in the Northeast, she
asserted. The government has
also established strict laws
against triple talaq, she said.
She also mentioned that the
Indian economy, which used
to be among the “fragile five”,
is now moving in the right
direction and at the right pace
due to several reforms
undertaken by the
government in the last 10
years.
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Five more wetlands in India,
recognised as nature’s

kidneys for their water-
regulating and waste-filtering
capabilities, have received the
international designation of
Ramsar sites, bringing the
country’s total to 80. The
inclusion of these sanctuaries
expands the Ramsar-
designated areas to cover a
vast expanse of 1.33 million
hectares. An announcement in
this regard was made on the
eve of World Wetland Day by
Union Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav, who
highlighted the theme of
World Wetland Day 2024:
Wetlands and Human
Wellbeing. The government

plans to observe the day at
Sirpur Lake in Indore.
Certificates for these
waterlogged ecosystems were
presented by Dr Musonda
Mumba, Secretary-General of
the Ramsar Convention, in the
presence of Union
Environment Secretary Leena
Nandan, Jitendra Kumar (DG
Forest), and Dr Sujit Kumar
Bajpayee (Joint Secretary
Wetlands, National Focal Point
for the Ramsar Convention).
With the addition of more
wetlands, Tamil Nadu now
boasts the highest number of
Ramsar Sites (16 sites),
followed by Uttar Pradesh (10
sites). The Ramsar
Convention, established in
1971, aims to globally protect
wetlands. Activities such as

encroachment, industrial
development, waste dumping,
and poaching are strictly
prohibited within these
designated areas.
An official from the Ministry
provided insights into the
ecological importance of the
newly designated sites.
Ankasamudra Bird
Conservation Reserve, a
human-made Village
Irrigation Tank, is rich in
biodiversity, hosting various
plant and animal species. The
Aghanashini Estuary, formed
at the confluence of the
Aghanashini River and the
Arabian Sea, provides diverse
ecosystem services and
supports a significant
population of waterbirds.
Additionally, the mangroves

bordering the estuary help
protect the shores against
storms and cyclones. Similarly,
the Magadi Kere Conservation
Reserve, initially constructed
for rainwater storage, is now
home to a variety of bird
species, including vulnerable
and near-threatened species.
The Karaivetti Bird Sanctuary,
one of Tamil Nadu’s largest
inland wetlands, serves as a
crucial source of groundwater
recharge and supports diverse
agricultural activities.
The Longwood Shola Reserve
Forest wetlands provide
habitats for globally
endangered and vulnerable
bird species, making them
integral to the Western Ghats
and harboring a significant
number of endemic bird

species.
These wetlands serve as
habitats for the globally
endangered Black-chinned
Nilgiri Laughing thrush,
Nilgiri Blue Robin, and
vulnerable Nilgiri Wood-
pigeon. A total of 14 out of 26
endemic bird species of the
Western Ghats are found in
these wetlands.
The convention to protect
wetlands was signed in
Ramsar in 1971. Wetlands
play a crucial role in flood
control, providing water, food,
and supporting biodiversity.
The global Ramsar list
currently includes over 2,500
sites identified by member
countries for their ecological
services and biodiversity
value.
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President Murmu celebrates
the rise of New Bharat
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Introspect, none remembers 
disruptors, urges PM Modi
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Parts of northern India
remained shrouded in

dense fog for the third
consecutive day, with zero
visibility in the morning
hours, leading to disruptions
and delays in road, rail, and
flight services. The much-
needed incessant rain, the
first of the season, in the
afternoon aggravated foggy
conditions further in
northern India, including
Delhi and the NCR. 
Due to almost zero visibility,
traveller and daily
commuters faced a harrowing
time traveling from one place
to another. As many as 250
flights were delayed at Indira

Gandhi International
Airport, with at least three
flights being diverted, as the
disruption index went up to
3.0, according to the flight
tracker information system.
Massive chaos erupted at
Delhi airport on Wednesday
as passengers staged a protest
and raised slogans against
IndiGo airline after it
cancelled a Deoghar-bound
flight. The flight was
scheduled to take off from
Delhi airport’s Terminal 2.
Delhi received 8.5 mm of
rainfall on Wednesday as the
national Capital witnessed
incessant rainfall
accompanied by gusty winds
with speeds of up to 30-40
kmph. 

Fog, rain disrupt
travel in north India
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I, Nihal Singh S/o Hemraj 

R/o village Jodhpuria Distt. Sirsa 

disown my out of control Son 

Manjeet Singh and my daughter-

in-law Suman from all my 

moveable and immoveable 

property. If, in future, anybody 

deals with them, he/she will be 

responsible not me and my family. 

I, Narinder Kumar S/O 

Shyam Lal, R/O # 57, Sector 15A 

Chandigarh, declare that my son 

Sahil Kansal are out of my control. 

I disown them from my 

moveable/immovable properties 

from today. 

I, Sumitra Devi w/o Sh. 

Phool Chand R/O H.NO 

641Sector 40-A Chandigarh 

hereby disown my son 

VijayKumar from my all 

movable/immovable properties. 

Heis out of my control. If anybody 

deal with him will do soat own 

cost. I shall not be responsible for 

his any deeds. 

I, Kailas Kaur W/o Dharam 

Pal R/o VPO Bham Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab declare that 

my son Kuldip Kumar No. 

15335274P Hav was expire 11-

01-2024,  his army record my 

name and date of birth is wrongly 

mention as   Kalash Devi and 01-

07-1948. But my correct name 

and date of birth is all documents 

Kailas Kaur and   01-01-1948.   

I, Sarmel Singh, S/o Gajan 

Singh, R/o Village Rair Kalan, 

tehsil Madlauda, district Panipat, 

declare that my son Gurlal Singh, 

out of control me and my family 

and does his own thing. 

Therefore, I evict him from my 

movable and immovable property. 

In future, I will not have any 

relation with him and anyone who 

deals with him will be responsible 

for himself. I will not have any 

responsibility of any kind. 

I, Tara Chand S/o Late Jogi 

Ram R/o Bishamber Nagar, Jind 

declare that my son Amar Dass & 

his wife Sonu @Manju are out of 

my control. So, I disown them 

from my all movable/immovable 

properties. If anybody deals with 

them shall do their own risk in 

future. 

I, No. 3170511-Y Ex-Nk (Ts) 

Subhash S/O Sh. Ram Chander 

R/O H.No. 1076/10 Ram Gopal 

Colony, Near Sky Hawk Hotel, 

Rohtak (Haryana) Declare That 

My Daughter Name Nisha Kumari 

And Her Dob 05.05.1988 Are 

Wrongly Mentioned In My Army 

Record. But My Daughter Correct 

& Actual Name Is Nisha And My 

Daughter Correct Dob Is 

05.05.1989. 

I No. 14443176h Hav Satish 

Kumar S/O Kulwant Rai R/O 

Village And Post Office Takhtu 

Chak, Tehsil Khadur Sahib Distt 

Tarn Taran Declare That In My 

Army Record My Father Kulwant 

Rai Dob Is Wrongly Record As 

01.07.1952 And Mother Rachna 

Rani Dob As 01.07.1957. My 

Father Correct Dob Is  22.3.1953 

And Mother Correct Dob Is 

01.01.1955 

I No Jc- 845396h Rank Nb 

Sub Gurmej  Singh S/O Amrik 

Singh R/O Village Chaudhriwala 

Po Naushehra Pannuan Tehsil & 

District Tarn Taran My Service 

Records Is My Wife  Name Vina 

Kumari And Dob 04/12/1974 Is 

Wrongly Mentioned Her Correct 

Name  Veena Kumari And Dob 

14/01/1978 

We Charan Singh S/O 

Uttam Singh And Santosh Kaur 

W/O  Charan Singh R/O No:15 

Guru Tegh Bahadur Nagar 

Khanna Tehshil Khanna District 

Ludhiana  Declare Our Son Daler 

Singh And His Wife Hardip Kaur 

Out Of Our Control. So We 

Disown Him From All Our 

Movable Or Immovable 

Properties. Any Body Dealing 

With Him On Their Own Risk. 

We Karnail Singh S/O 

Hoshiar Singh & Babita Kumari 

W/O Karnail Singh R/O House 

No. 275, Ekam Farm Naada 

Road Gobind Nagar, Nayagaon, 

Sas Nagar Punjab Declare That 

Our Daughter Ms. Kajal Is Out Of 

Our Control. So We Disown Her 

From All Our Moveable/ 

Immoveable Properties. If 

Anybody Deals With Her They 

Will Do Their Own 

Risk/Responsibility. 

We Sanjay Tiwari S/O 

Ganesh And Jyoti W/O Sanjay 

Tiwari R/O #1040, Village 

Kishangarh, Chandigarh Disown 

Our Son Shubham Tiwari His 

Wife Kumari Meenakshi From 

Our Moveable/Immoveable 

Properties. They Are Out Or Our 

Control. If Anybody Deals With 

Them They Will Do Their Own 

Risk/Responsibility. 

I Rashpinder Kaur Adhar 

No. (316244705109) W/O Late 

Tarseam Singh  R/O Vill. 

Bagewala (Fazilka) Have Declare 

That My Daughter Arshdeep Kaur 

Is Out Of My Control. So, I 

Disown Het From All My 

Moveable And Immoveable 

Properties. If Any Body Deal With 

Her Own Risk And Responsibility. 

She Will Be Himself Responsible 

For Her Good/ Bad And Legal / 

Illegal Activities, I And My Whole 

Family Will Not Have Any 

Concern / Relation With Her. 

I, Rajkumari Wife Of Sh. 

Jagmender  Resident Of E-58 

Sector 36 Suncity Rohtak  

(Haryana) Declare That My Son 

Sunil Malik And His Wife Neha Are 

Out Of My Control.So I  Disown 

Both Of Them From My Movable 

/ Immovable Properties.If 

Anybody Deals With Them At 

Their Risk. 

I, Lovekesh Dang S/O 

Ramesh Kumar Dang, R/O #120, 

Ward No. 02, Guru Nanak Colony 

Pehowa, Tehsil Pehowa, District 

Kurukshetra, Declare That My 

Father's Name In My Driving 

License Is Rameshwar Kumar 

Dang, Which Is Wrong, His 

Correct Name Is Ramesh Kumar 

Dang. 

We Raju Ram S/o Basu Mitri  

and Sunaina w/o Raju Ram # 

1786, Vikas nagar mouli Jagran, 

Chandigarh. declare that   our  

son Vikram and his wife Suman 

are out of our control  We  disown 

them from our family .we shall not 

be responsible for any of their acts 

and Anybody dealing  with them 

shall do so at their own Risk their 

own Risk. 

I, Jaspreet Singh S/o 

Gurmeet Singh R/o House no. 

8/66, Rajeev colony Karnal inform 

that my correct date of birth is 15-

01-1996. But in my 10th DMC my 

date of birth is 15-01-1995. Which 

is wrong, my correct date of birth 

is 15-01-1996. All concerned 

please Noted. 

I, Shantabai Mother of 

Service No. 15633129X Gdsm 

Chandrashekhar B More resident 

of VPO – Tangadi, Distt Belgaum 

(Karnataka) – 591303 have 

changed my name from 

Shantabai to Shanta Balasaheb 

More vide Affidavit dated 

01/02/2024 before Magistrate 

Jalandhar. 

I, No. 15633129X Gdsm 

Chandrashekhar  B More  

resident of VPO – Tangadi, Distt 

Belgaum (Karnataka) – 591303 is 

hereby declare that my father 

name erroneously recorded in my 

service record / documents as 

Late Balaso, whereas his correct 

name is Late Balasaheb vide 

Affidavit dated 01/02/2024 before 

Magistrate Jalandhar.  

I, Jaswinder Kaur W/o Sh. 

Lakhwinder Singh R/o # 1602, 

Ground Floor, Gold City, Jhandpur 

Road, Opp. Nav City-2, Sunny 

Enclave, Sector 23, Kharar, 

Mohali. declare that my Daughter 

Harnoor Kaur is out of my Control 

so I disowned her from all my 

moveable / immovable properties. 

anybody deals with her at their 

own risk. 

I Sukhdev Singh S/o 

Mukhtar Singh R/o Chhapianwali 

Tehsil Baba Bakala Distt. Amritsar 

Punjab India have declare that on 

my Addhar card my name is 

mentioned as Sukhdev Singh. 

now I Changed My Name Baldev 

Singh to Sukhdev Singh. That All 

Concerned Note It. 

I Sukhwinder Kaur W/O 

Bakhsis Singh R/O Jhanda Kalan 

Teh: Sardulgarh (Mansa) Hereby 

Inform That I Am Known As 

Sukhwinder Kaur And Sukhwinder 

Singh. I Am The Only Woman In 

The Village With Two Names.  

I, Arun Chhabra S/o Krishan 

Lal Chhabra R/o H.No. D.L.-52 

W.No. 9 Patel Nagar Narwana 

Jind Haryana-126116 declare that 

in my Passport my wife name 

wrongly entered Anju. But my wife 

correct name is Manju. So 

amended my wife name from Anju 

to Manju in my Passport. 

I, Bishan Singh Chamyal Is 

Father Of Army No-15341218m 

Rank- Hav Kishan Singh 

Presently Serving In 62 Engr Regt 

C/O 56 Apo Permanent Address- 

Chami, Post-Gururabanj, Chami, 

Almora, Garanabanj, State-

Uttrakhand-263623 Declare That 

I Have Changed My Name From 

Vishan Singh To Bishan Singh 

Chamyal And Also Change My 

Date Of Birth From 01/01/1957 To 

01/01/1955.Vide Affidavit No- Rd 

0021345557, Dated-31-01-24 

I, Namesh Jaswal S/O 

Sh.Janak Raj Jaswal R/O House 

No 2866, Sector - E, Chandimandir 

Cantt Panchkula Haryana And Her 

Mother Name Is Smt. Sapna Devi 

Declare That I Have Changed My 

Daughter Name From Saisha To 

Saisha Thakur. Vide Affidavit No- 

52aa 915940, Dated-30-1-24 

Before Executive Magistrate 

Panchkula ( Hry) 

I, Kharawate Raghunath 

Ram S/O Sh. Ram Devu 

Kharawate R/O House No 3845, 

Sector-F, Chandimandir Cantt, 

Panchkula Haryana And Her 

Mother Name Is Smt. Reshma 

Raghunath Kharawate Declare 

That I Have Changed My Daughter 

Name From Purvashri To Purvi 

Raghunath Kharawate. Vide 

Affidavit No- 52aa 913407, Dated-

30-01-24 Before Executive 

Magistrate Panchkula (Hry) 

I, No. 15621298M Rank HAV 

Name Rajesh Kumar Unit 10 

Guards C/o 56 APO, declare that I 

have changed my daughter's 

name from Devansi Saini to 

Divanshi. In my service record her 

date of birth is wrongly mentioned 

as 10-05-2012 but her correct date 

of birth is 10.10.2011. Please 

make it correct. 

I Jasbir Kaur W/o Parmjit 

Singh R/o H. No. 352 Guru Nanak 

Niwas Kot Khalsa Amritsar 

declare that my son Jatinder Pal 

Singh is out of control. I disown 

him from my all movable and 

immovable properties. Any person 

who deals with him will do so at 

his/her own risk and responsibility. 

I, Satya Pal S/o Pandit Jagan 

Nath Tiwari R/o House No. 857, 

Himshikha Colony, Pinjore, Distt. 

Panchkula, Haryana, declare that 

our Five son (1) Sada Shiv Prem 

and his wife Sumita Rani, (2) 

Sudesh Pyar and his wife Sushma 

Rani, (3) Surender Pal, (4) Sunil 

Pushp and his wife Manju, (5) 

Indu Bhushan and his wife Manju 

and Two daughter is Saneh 

Parbha (Died) & Indu Bala (Died). 

All this and everyone's children 

are out of my control. So i disown 

all of them from my moveable/ 

immoveable properties. Anybody 

dealing this them at his/ her own 

risk. 

I, Puneet Kumar Harjai 

(Aadhar No 3669 9558 9626)  S/o 

Joginder Pal R/o H.No. 640A/20, 

Prem Nagar. Rohtak-124001 

(Haryana) declare That my date of 

birth is 28.10.1984 and  my Name 

mentioned/ written in my Indian 

Passport (No K3361264) 

documents of Republic of India /is 

Puneet and in my Aadhar and 

other Government based 

documents my Name 

mentioned/written as/is Puneet 

Kumar Harjai , I also declare that 

Puneet Kumar Harjai and Puneet 

both/all name pertain one of the 

same person. 

I, Ritu W/o Nirdosh Kumar 

R/o House No 50, Near 50 foot 

Road, 7B, Amolak Ram Colony, 

Thanesar, Kurukshetra, In my 

documents my name is Ritu and 

Ritu setia,  both names are same 

person but my actual name is 

Ritu. 

I, Kiran Aghi W/o  Dinesh 

Aghi R/o House No. 36, Sector-

13. UE, Thanesar, Kurukshetra 

(Haryana) declare, before 

marriage my name was Yash 

bala,  after marriage changed my 

name  to Kiran Aghi. Both names 

are one and same parson. 

I, Kiran  w/o Rohit Redhu R/o 

Village Barsana Teh. & Distt. Jind 

have declare that my name 

Changed From Kiran To Kiran 

Redhu.In Future all purposes. 

I No. JC-589087F Nb/Sub 

Stanzin Kunzang of Unit 2 Bn 

Ladakh Scouts Regt. C/o 56 APO, 

Declared that in my service 

Record My Daughter Namely 

Stanzin Deatsal Date of Birth is 

wrong 22.12.2011 and Correct 

Date of Birth 22.12.2012 

concerned note. 

I, Vikash Bansal S/o 

Hanuman Bansal R/o E 269, 11th 

Floor, Max Height Society, Sector-

62, Badh Khalsa (41), Sonipat, 

Haryana have changed my name 

to Vikas Bansal for all future 

purposes. 

I, Sudesh Kumari W/o 

Subhash Chander R/o H.No. 528, 

B 19, Gali No. 1, Near Marwa Gas 

Godam, Anand Colony, Sonipat 

have changed my name to 

Sudesh for all future purposes. 

I, Km. Preeti Khurana D/o 

Vinod Khurana & W/o Navin Puri 

R/o 113B/114B, Professor Colony 

Extension, Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Km. 

Preeti Khurana to Preeti Puri. 

I, Sikander Lal S/o Faraya 

Lal R/o 1151, HUDA, Sector 17, 

Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna Nagar 

have changed my name from 

Sikander Lal to Sikander Lal 

Malhotra. 

I Subhash s/o Sh. Bhagmaal 

House N. 2447, sector 24-C, 

Chandigarh  have changed my 

name from Subhash to Subhash 

Chand. 

I, Gurpreet Kaur W/o 

Karanjeet Singh Nijjar R/o 1113-A, 

Teli Majra, Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my name 

from Gurpreet Kaur to Gurpreet 

Kaur Nijjar. In future I shall be 

known as Gurpreet Kaur Nijjar. 

I, Shashi Wason W/o Nirmal 

Wason R/o 170, Vikas Nagar, 

Anadi Divya Aashram, Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my name 

from Shashi Wason to Shashi 

Bala Wason. 

I, Monika W/O Chander 

Mohan Mahajan Residence of 

House no -244, Ward no -10, 

Mission Road, Teh/Distt 

Pathankot Have Changed My 

Name From Monika To Monika 

Mahajan. 

I, Monika Sharma D/o Sh. 

Joginder Sharma W/o Sh. 

Sandeep Kumar R/o House No. 

5631/2, Maloya Colony, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Monika Sharma to 

Monika Beniwal (after my 

marriage). 

I, Kamlesh kumari Yadav 

W/o Sh. Dinesh Singh Rao R/o 

House No. 199 Sector 23-A 

Chandigarh. Have changed my 

name to Kamlesh Kumari. 

I, Sanjeev S/O Atam Parkash 

R/o 37, VPO Modi, M. Dabwali 

LSG, Sirsa, Haryana-125104 

have changed my name to 

Sanjeev Kakkar. 

I, Sneha D/O Prem Kumar 

R/o Tibba Colony, Ward No. 11, 

Ratia, Fatehabad, Haryana-

125051 have changed my name 

to Sneha Kakkar. 

I, Seema W/O Atam Parkash 

R/o 37, VPO Modi, M. Dabwali 

LSG, Sirsa, Haryana-125104 

have changed my name to 

Seema Kakkar. 

I, Rashi D/O Atam Parkash 

R/o 37, VPO Modi, M. Dabwali 

LSG, Sirsa, Haryana-125104 

have changed my name to Rashi 

Kakkar. 

I, Jagjit Singh S/o Amarjeet 

Singh R/o H.No. 401, Tower No. 

11, Sector 115, Ansal Orchid 

County, Landran, SAS Nagar, 

Mohali, Punjab have changed my 

name to Jag Singh. 

I, Narinder Singh S/o 

Mohinder Singh  R/o Village 

Mehangerwal, Mehngarwal Tehsil 

& Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from Narinder 

Singh to Singh Narinder. 

Concerned note. 

I, Akhel S/O Mukand Lal 

Ghai  R/O 673 Sector 20 A, 

Chandigarh Have Changed My 

Name To Akhil Ghai. 

I, Shweta W/O Akhil Ghai 

R/O 673 Sector 20 A Chandigarh 

Have Changed My Name To 

Vandana Ghai. 

I, Charanjit Kaur w/o 

Sukhdev Singh R/o Village 

Amritsar Kalan Tehsil Ellenabad, 

Distt. Sirsa. That I have changed 

my name from Charanjit Kaur to 

Charanjeet Kaur, in future my 

name is to be called as 

Charanjeet Kaur. 

I, Neelam W/o Dinesh Kumar 

R/o Village Shahzadpur, Tehsil &  

Distt. Sonipat declared that I have 

changed my name from Neelam 

Devi to Neelam, for all future 

purposes. 

I, Neeraj S/o Sanjay R/o 

Village Babail, Tehsil &  Distt. 

Panipat declared that I have 

changed my name from Neeraj to 

Shubham, for all future purposes. 

I Kapil S/o Trilok Chand, 

House No. 90/1, Sector 55, 

Palsora, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Kapil to 

Kapil Chand. 

I, No. 15619357P Ex GDSM 

Lakhveer Pal S/o Shri Surinder 

Pal R/o Boothgarh, PO Ram 

Colony Camp, Tehsil & Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have change 

the name of my mother from 

Kamlash Rani to Kamlesh Rani.  

I, Bhupinder Kaur mother of 

4487662H L/NK Amandeep Singh 

R/o VPO Sikri Tehsil & Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed 

my date of birth from 07-06-1965 

to 31-03-1966. 

I, Shri Balvir Singh father of 

4487662H L/NK Amandeep Singh 

R/o VPO Sikri Tehsil & Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed 

my date of birth from 02-01-1957 

to 02-03-1966. 

I, Ram Parkash S/o Prem 

Chand R/o #1965, Sector-26, 

Panchkula (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Ram 

Parkash to Ram Parkash Gyasra. 

I, Shakher Mahajan s/o 

Ramesh Kumar r/o Sangalpura 

Road, Gurdaspur have changed 

my name from Shakher Mahajan 

to Shekhar Mahajan. Concerned 

please note. 

I Jagdeep Singh S/o Sh. 

Jagtar Singh, R/o Village 

Nanherian, Tehsil Kharar, Distt 

SAS Nagar Mohali Punjab have 

changed my name from Jagdeep 

Singh to Jagdeep Singh Hans. 

I Bharat Bhushan Goyal S/o 

Om Prakash Resident of House 

No 909 Sector 9 Panchkula, 

Haryana. Have changed my name 

from Bharat Bhushan to Bharat 

Bhushan Goyal. 

I, Rajeev son of Rajender 

Parsad. resident of H.no 3192 

ground floor sector 14  part 2 

Hisar. Confirms that I changed my 

name from  Rajeev to Rajeev 

Sharma for all future purposes. 

I, Army no. 3207627P NK 

Mohit s/o Sukhvir Village Bharan, 

Teh. Meham Distt. Rohtak 

Confirm that in my army record 

my mother name Rajesh date of 

birth is wrongly mentioned i.e. 

06/06/1967 which is incorrect, her 

correct date of birth is 20/07/1968. 

My father name Sukhvir date of 

birth is wrongly mentioned i.e. 

03/04/1965 which is incorrect, his 

correct date of birth is 08/05/1965.  

Please correct my mother's and 

father's date of birth Acc. To my 

affidavit no.R0292024A145 and 

GRN no. 112289435 

I Munish Kumar Verma S/o 

Sh. Sushil Verma, R/o 32/8, 

Mohalla Khatarwada, Teh. 

Shahabad (M.), Distt. 

Kurukshetra, I declare that earlier 

my name in my passport was 

Munish S/o Shri Sushil Verma, 

now I have registered my name in 

my documents as Munish Kumar 

Verma S/o Sushil Verma. Which is 

absolutely fine. In future, I should 

be known as Munish Kumar 

Verma S/o Sh. Sushil Verma. 

I, Prince Kumar S/o Ishwar 

Singh R/o Village Bachgaon 

Gamri, Tehsil Thanesar, Distt 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Prince to Prince 

Kumar. 

I, Satish Jangra s/o Sh. 

Deep Chand r/o H.No. 1185-A, 

Urban Estate 2, Hisar declare that 

Satish Jangra & Satish Kumar 

both names are mine and one 

person. 

I, No.15208842W Hav 

Dinesh Shankarrao Awaghad S/o 

Shankarrao Awaghad, 101 FD 

REGT and R/o Village-Lakhpuri, 

Tehsil-Murtizapur, Distt.Akola 

(Maharashtra) have changed my 

name from Awaghad Dinesh 

Shankarrao to Dinesh Shankarrao 

Awaghad in my army record vide 

affidavit no.P0302024A211, 

dated:-30-01-2024 

I, Bada Jyothi W/o Chintada 

Malleswara Rao R/o Western 

Command Sig Regt Pin 900475 

C/o 56 APO Chandimandir, 

Panchkula I have changed my 

name in my Husband’s Army 

record from Smt. Jyothi to 

Chintada Jyothi. Vide affidavit 

dated 30.01.2024 before district 

court Panchkula.  

I, Abhay Chaturvedi S/o 

Sh.Suresh Kumar  Chaturvedi R/o 

Village Kubra Jaisingh Nagar 

,Distt. Shahdol,M.P. have 

changed my name from Abhay 

Chaturvedi to Abhay Kumar 

Chaturvedi for all future purposes. 

I, Hitherto Known As Manjeet 

Singh S/O Piara Singh R/O Ward 

No. 08 Dalli Bhogpur Tehsil & 

District Jalandhar, Punjab, 

144201, Have Changed My Name 

And Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Manjit Singh.It Is Certified That I 

Have Complied With Other Legal 

Requirements In This Connection. 

I, Darbara Singh Gill S/O 

Surjit Singh R/O Jhatra Road 

Sudhara Enclave Zira (Ferozepur) 

Have Changed My Name To 

Darbara Singh 

I Ashok Kumar S/O Kulwant 

Rai R/O #47, Giani Zail Singh 

Nagar, Rupnagar Tehsil And Distt 

Rupnagar Have Changed My 

Name To Ashok Kumar Sharma 

I, Mandeep Singh S/O 

Gurpal Singh R/O Killi Bodla 

(Ferozepur) Have Changed My 

Name To Mandeep Singh 

Sangha. 

I Gurpreet Singh S/O 

Ranjeet Singh R/O Village Buttar 

Sarien District Sri Muktsar Sahib 

Have Changed My Name To 

Singh Gurpreet. 

I, Varinder Singh Sandhu  

S/O Virsa Singh R/O Vill. Ratta 

Khera  Teh. Jalalabad Distt.  

Fazilka Have Changed My Name 

To Varinder Singh. 

I, Mani Ram Sharma S/o 

Chandu Ram, R/o Village 

Amargarh, Tehsil Narwana, 

Distt.Jind-126116 (Haryana), have 

changed my name from Mani 

Ram Sharma to Mani Ram. 

I, Veer Singh S/o Mam 

Chand R/o Village Kharabgarh 

District Patiala,  have changed my 

name to Veer (Given Name) and 

Singh (surname). 

I, Anil Kumar S/o Prem 

Parkash Marwaha R/o H.No. 1131 

Sector 7, Urban Estate  District 

Kurukshetra, have changed my 

name to Anil Kumar Marwaha. 

I, Keshav Kumar S/o Anil 

Kumar Marwaha R/o H.No. 1131 

Sector 7, Urban Estate  District 

Kurukshetra, have changed my 

name to Keshav Marwaha. 

I, Murari Lal S/o Sh. 

Manohar Lal R/o H. No. 121, Old 

Anaj Mandi, Barwala, Distt. Hisar 

(Haryana) declare that I have 

changed my name from Murari Lal 

to Murari Mittal for future purpose. 

I, Mangej Rani W/o Naresh 

Kumar R/o B.T.M. Road Opp. 

Park Colony, Modan Bagh, 

Bhiwani, Haryana 127021 declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Mangej Rani  to  Mangej 

Devi  for future purpose. 

I, Naresh Chaudhary S/o 

Abhey Ram R/o B.T.M. Road 

Opp. Park Colony, Modan Bagh, 

Bhiwani, Haryana 127021 declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Naresh Chaudhary to  

Naresh Kumar for future purpose. 

I, No. 15492414K Rank DFR 

Name Madhu Kumar Halageri R/o 

VPO Halageri, Distt. Haveri, 

Karnataka-581208 have changed 

the name of my daughter in my 

army record from Uttami to Uttami 

M Halageri vide affidavit dated 31-

01-2024 before Session Court 

Hisar. 

I, Priti Chaudhary Wife of 

No. 15517038P Rank SWR Name 

Naresh Chaudhary R/o Bhart 

Nagar, Mohan Nagar, Birla 

Mandir, Distt. Mathura, U.P.-

281001 have changed my name 

in my husband army record from 

Priti Chaudhary to Priti Kumari 

vide affidavit dated 31-01-2024 

before Session Court Hisar. 

I Bhadur Singh S/O Jarnail 

Singh R/O Village Kharkali Distt. 

Kurukshetra I Have Changed My 

Name Bahadur Singh 

I Jernail Singh S/O Jagir 

Singh R/O Village Kharkali Distt. 

Kurukshetra I Have Changed My 

Name Jernail Singh. 

I Daljit Kaur W/O Jarnail 

Singh R/O Village Kharkali Distt. 

Kurukshetra I Have Changed My 

Name Daljeet Kaur 

I Virender Kaur W/O 

Ranjeet Singh R/O Hno. 24, 

Village Lottan Distt. Ambala I 

Have Changed My Name 

Virender  Surname Kaur 

I Amrit Pal Kaur D/O 

Sarwan Singh Mann R/O H.No- 

49/5/6, Kanshi Nagar Model Town 

Ambala City Have Changed My 

Minor Son  Name From Mankaran 

Singh To Mohkam Singh. 

I Qamar Hasan S/O Hasan  

Ahmed R/O H.No- 64b Ranjeet 

Nagar Ambala City  Haryana 

Have Changed My Name From 

Kamar Hasan To Qamar Hasan 

I Ranjana Dhiman W/O Sh. 

Pankaj Kumar Choudhary R/O 

H.No- 406 Sec-10 Near Model 

Park Ambala City Have Changed 

My Name To Ranjana Choudhary. 

I Rajinder Singh Bhatia S/O 

Sh. Sai Ditta Bhatia R/O H.No- 

747 Near Gurudwara Road, 

Panjokhra Sahib Panjokhra (29) 

Tehsil Ambala Cantt Distt Ambala, 

Haryana Have Changed My 

Name From Rajinder Singh To 

Rajinder Singh Bhatia. 

I Manjeet Singh Bhatia S/O 

Rajinder Singh Bhatia  R/O H.No- 

747 Near Gurudwara Road, 

Panjokhra Sahib Panjokhra (29) 

Tehsil Ambala Cantt Distt Ambala, 

Haryana Have Changed My 

Name From Manjeet Singh To 

Manjeet Singh Bhatia. 

I Harpal Singh Behgal   S/O 

Hazoora  Singh R/O H.No- 1007, 

Sec-8 Housing Board Colony 

Ambala City Have Changed My 

Name From Harpal Singh To 

Harpal Singh Behgal. 

I, Subhodhani Sundriyal 

W/o Khem Raj Sundriyal R/o 

H.No.48-A, ward-0, Aggarsain 

Colony, Assandh Road, Panipat 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Subhodhani Sundriyal 

to Subodhny Sundriyal in future I 

should be known as Subodhny 

Sundriyal. 

I, Jai Karan Singh S/o Jailu 

Ram R/o H.No.1373, pana 

rudhan, sewah, Panipat declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Jai Karan Singh to Jai Karan 

in future I should be known as Jai 

Karan. 

I, Savitri Devi W/o Jai Karan 

R/o H.No.1374, rudain pana, near 

jatt chopal, ward no. 6 Sewah 

Panipat Beas project Panipat 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Savitri Devi to Savitri 

Kadyan in future I should be 

known as Savitri Kadyan. 

Sanjay Singh S/o Jai Karan 

R/o H.No.1374 a, ruddian pana, 

ward 6, Sewah, Panipat Beas 

Project, Panipat declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Sanjay Singh to Sanjay Kadyan in 

future I should be known as 

Sanjay Kadyan. 

I, Sharmila Devi W/o Sanjay 

Kadyan R/o H.No.1347 a, near 

panchyat ghar, ward 6, Sewah 

Panipat Beas Project, Panipat 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Sharmila Devi to 

Sharmila Kadyan in future I 

should be known as Sharmila 

Kadyan. 

I, Hitherto Known As Satpal 

Kumar Son Of Som Dutt Residing 

At Near Vpo Naushehra Pannuan 

Tehsil And District Tarn Taran-

143409 Punjab Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Satpal Sharma. 

I, Hitherto Known As Parveen 

Kumari Daughter Of Kundan Lal 

Wife Of Satpal Sharma Residing 

At Near Vpo Naushehra Pannuan 

Tehsil And District Tarn Taran-

143409 Punjab Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Parveen Sharma. 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Sukhpreet Singh Son Of Hardev 

Singh  Residing At Village 

Bhamboi, Po Dhadiala Tehsil 

Batala District Gurdaspur-143505 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

And Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Singh Sukhpreet. 

I, Manraj Kaur W/O 

Jaswinder Singh R/O 51 New 

Gokal Ka Bagh 100 Ft Road 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name After Marriage Manju To 

Manraj Kaur 

I, Gurmit Singh Son Of  

Amrik Singh Resident Of Vpo 

Mari Megha Tehsil Patti Distt Tarn 

Taran Changed His Name To  

Gurmeet Singh 

I, Ranjit Kaur Wife Of  Jagbir 

Singh Resident Of Chung Po 

Bhagwanpura Distt Tarn Taran 

Changed Her Name To Ranjeet 

Kaur 

I Sukhwinder Kaur W/O 

Harpal Singh R/O Patti Kalu Wali 

Verka Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name To Sukhwant Kaur. 

I, Davinder Kaur W/O 

Amritpal Singh Bhullar R/O Kotla 

Gujjran Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name From Davinder Kaur To 

Davinder Kaur Bhullar 

I, Kapali D/O Rajiv Suri R/O 

90-A, Joshi Colony Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Kapali 

To Kapali Suri 

I, Rajiv Kumar S/O Kimti Lal 

Suri R/O 90-A, Joshi Colony 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Rajiv Kumar To Rajiv 

Suri 

I, Sanjeev Kumar Passi S/O 

Tilak Raj Passi R/O H.No.88-A, 

Shakti Nagar Chowk Amritsar 

Have Changed My Son’s Name 

From Ram Kumar Passi To 

Priyam Passi 

I, Davinder W/O Surinder 

Singh Chug R/O H.No. 190/V, E-

Block, Ranjit Avenue Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Davinder To Davinder Chug.  

I, Kamal W/O Arvinder Singh 

R/O H.No.2086, C-Block, Ranjit 

Avenue Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name From Kamal To Kamal 

Narula.  

I Hitherto Known As Harjit 

Kaur W/O Amrit Pal Singh, 

Residing At House No. 29/30, 

Cool Road, Gurjaipal Nagar, 

Jalandhar-144001, Punjab, India 

Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Harjit Kaur Sidhu 

I, Narinder Kumar Bhardwaj 

S/O Pawan Bhardwaj R/O 

H.No.F-7/509, Kashmir Avenue 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Narinder Kumar 

Bhardwaj To Narinder Bhardwaj 

I, Anil Kumar S/O Jagdish 

Chand R/O Villa No.28, S.G. 

Enclave, Majitha Road, Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Anil Kumar To Anil Guleria. 

I, Nisha W/O Sudesh Kumar 

Sharma R/O H.No.D-3/414 Gali 

No 6 Kishan Kot Islamabad Niwi 

Abadi Distt Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Nisha 

To Nisha Sharma 

I, Sudesh Kumar Sharma 

S/O Satish Kumar Sharma R/O 

H.No.D-3/414 Gali No 6 Kishan 

Kot Islamabad Niwi Abadi Distt 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Sudesh Kumar 

Sharma To Sudesh Kumar 

I, Dilbagh Singh S/O Kabal 

Singh R/O Village Sohal Thathi 

Teh And Distt Tarn Taran Have 

Changed My Name From Dilbagh 

Singh To Dilbag Singh 

I Rajbir Kaur W/O Surajdeep 

Singh R/O H.No.601 Ward No.9 

Vpo Ramdas Tehsil Ajnala 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Rajbir Kaur To Given 

Name Rajbir Surname Kaur. 

I Rajwant Kaur Sohi W/O 

Hanspreet Singh R/O 

H.No.1217/18 Lig Flat Housing 

Board Colony C-Block Ranjit 

Avenue Amritsra Have Changed 

My Name To Rajwant Kaur. 

I Hanspreet Singh Sohi S/O 

Charan Singh R/O H.No.1217/18 

Lig Flat Housing Board Colony C-

Block Ranjit Avenue Amritsra 

Have Changed My Name To 

Hanspreet Singh. 

I Ranjeet Kaur W/O Jaswant 

Singh R/O Village Munda Pind 

Distt Tarn Taran Have Changed 

My Name From Ranjit Kaur To 

Ranjeet Kaur 

I Kulwinder Kaur W/O 

Bagicha Singh R/O Village 

Mathrewal Distt Tarn Taran Have 

Changed My Name From 

Kulbinder Kaur To Kulwinder Kaur 

I, Rajinder Kaur W/O Daljit 

Singh R/O Village Guruwali Patti 

Jalal Ki, Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name From Rajinder Kaur To 

Rajinder Kaur Gill 

I, Daljit Singh S/O Puran 

Singh R/O Village Guruwali, Patti 

Jalal Ki Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name From Daljit Singh To 

Daljit Singh Gill. 

I, Neha Chandhok D/o 

Ashok Kumar W/o Depankshu 

Gupta R/o H.No. 788/15, Guru 

Ramdass Nagar, Putlighar, 

Amritsar, Punjab have changed 

my name after marriage from 

Neha Chandhok to Neha Gupta. 

I, Rupinder Kaur W/o Ajaib 

Singh R/o Village Othian, Tehsil 

Ajnala, Distt. Amritsar Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Rupinder Kaur to Rupinderjit Kaur. 

I, Rohit S/o Sh. Ranbir Singh 

R/o VPO Katlaheri, Tehsil & 

District Karnal have changed my 

name from Rohit to Rohit Singh. 

I, Babali Negi Wife Of No. 

4083464m, Hav, Gulab Singh, 

Unit Of 21 Garh Rif C/O 56 Apo, 

Ferozepur Cantt Resident At 

Village. Nail Po. Saliyana, Teh. 

Karanprayag, Distt. Chamoli, (Uk) 

Pin Code 246444 ,Have Changed 

My Name From Babali Negi To 

Babli Devi Vide Affidavit Dated 30 

January 2024 Before At Notray 

Ferozepur. 

I, Amarjit Kaur Widow Of No 

1466353k Ex Nk (Ts) Pargat 

Singh R/O Vill Malang Shah Wala 

Po Makhu Tehsil Zira And Distt 

Ferozepur (Punjab), I Want To 

Change My Name From Amarjit 

Kaur To Amarjeet Kaur In My 

Husband Army Service Records. 

I, Kokkiligadda 

Veeranarayana, Father Of No. 

16115917m Hav Kokkiligadda S 

Nagaraju Of Unit 5 Engr Regt C/O 

56 Apo Resident At 4-1, 

Chintarevu Amudalapalli 

Nizampatnam Mandal Tehsil 

Amudalapalli Distt. Nizampatnam 

Guntur State Andhra Pradesh Pin 

522314 Have Change My Name 

In All Documents From K 

Veeranarayana To Kokkiligadda 

Veeranarayana And Date Of Birth 

01-07-1968 To 01.01.1967. Vide 

Affidavit Dated 31 January 2024 

Before At Notray Ferozepur. 

I, Kokkiligadda Ravendra 

Mother Of No. 16115917m Hav 

Kokkiligadda S Nagaraju Of Unit 

5 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo Resident 

At 4-1, Chintarevu Amudalapalli 

Nizampatnam Mandal Tehsil 

Amudalapalli Distt. Nizampatnam 

Guntur State Andhra Pradesh Pin 

522314 Have Change My Name 

In All Documents From K 

Raveendra To Kokkiligadda 

Ravendra And Date Of Birth 01-

07-1973 To 01.01.1971. Vide 

Affidavit Dated 31 January 2024 

Before At Notray Ferozepur. 

I, Vidhi Arora @ Vidhi Bathla 

W/o Shobhit Bathla, R/o Flat No. 

504, Tower 4, JLPL, Sky Gardens, 

Sector 66A, SAS Nagar, Mohali, 

have changed my name from 

Vidhi Bathla to Vidhi Arora. 

Concerned Note. 

I Nanak Singh Alias Nanak 

Chand S/O Dhanna Singh R/O 

#285, Dadpura Mohalla Ward 

No.2, Dera Bassi, Tehsil Dera 

Bassi Mohali Have Changed My 

Name To Nanak Singh. 

I Armanpreet W/O Harpal 

Singh R/O Vpo. Hassanpur, Teh. 

Thanesar, District Kurukshetra 

Have Changed My Name After 

Marriage To Armanpreet Kaur. All 

Concerned Please Note. 

I, Birmati Jatasra W/o 

Rajpal Jatasra # 74 A, Exchange 

Colony, Zirakpur, SAS Nagar 

Mohali, Punjab 140603 have 

changed  my Name from Birmati 

Jatasra to Birmati Devi Vide 

Affidavit no. 18947 dated 30-01-

2024. 

I, Dharmpal Singh Jatasara 

Father of Rajpal Jatasra # 74 A, 

Exchange Colony, Zirakpur, SAS 

Nagar Mohali, Punjab 140603 

have changed my Name from 

Dharmpal Singh Jatasara to 

Dharmpal Vide Affidavit no. 23141 

dated 31-01-2024. 

I, Bedkore Devi Mother of 

Rajpal Jatasra # 74 A, Exchange 

Colony, Zirakpur, SAS Nagar 

Mohali, Punjab 140603 have 

changed my Name from Bedkore 

Devi to Ved Kaur Vide Affidavit no. 

23142 dated 31-01-2024. 

I, Mane Jayashri Jalinder 

Mother of No. 14949267M Rank 

SEP Name Mane Sumit Jalindar 

R/o VPO Rahimat Pur, Teh. 

Koregaon, Distt. Satara, MH-

415511 have changed my name 

in my son army record from Mane 

Jayashri Jalinder to Mane Jayshri 

Jalindar vide affidavit dated 31-

01-2024 before Session Court 

Hisar. 

I, Mane Jalinder Parashram 

Father of No. 14949267M Rank 

SEP Name Mane Sumit Jalindar 

R/o VPO Rahimat Pur, Teh. 

Koregaon, Distt. Satara, MH-

415511 have changed my name 

in my son army record from Mane 

Jalinder Parashram to Mane 

Jalindar Parashram vide affidavit 

dated 31-01-2024 before Session 

Court Hisar. 

I Saroj Kumari W/o Sh. 

Balbir Singh R/o House No. 1448-

P, Sector-33, Karnal have 

changed my name to Saroj Devi. 

I Balbir Singh Lathwal S/o 

Sh. Chattar Singh R/o House No. 

1448-P, Sector -33, Karnal have 

changed my name to Balbir 

Singh. 

I Abhay Thakur R/o 252/6 

Green Farm House VPO 

Khambra, Jalandhar Punjab 

144026 have changed my name 

from Abhay Thakur to Abhay 

Singh Thakur. Concerned note 

I Priyanka W/o Sandeep 

Sabharwal R/o House No 37/16, 

Ram Nagar, Karnal Declare That 

Priyanka Miglani and Priyanka 

Are the Name of One and Same 

Person. I Was Known With Both 

Names. In Future I Shall Be 

Known Only as Priyanka. 

I Smt Sarbjit Kaur W/O Late 

No. 14375310-Y, Gnr, Daljit Singh 

R/O Vilage Qadianwali Po Bhoper 

Saidan Tehsil And Distt 

Gurdaspur State Punjab Have 

Changed The My Name From 

Sarabjit Kaur To Sarbjit Kaur And 

Date Of Birth Is.20-11-1967 To 

07-03-1967. 

I No. 3975630-A, Ex, Hav, 

Ashwani Kumar S/O Sh Bachitter 

Singh R/O Vpo Dodwan Tehsil 

And Distt Gurdaspur State 

Punjab Have Changed My 

Daughter Name From Babita To 

Reema Saini And Date Of Birth Is 

06-10-1993 To 06-10-1994. 

I, Silvia John W/O Edwin 

Gill R/O Village- Piranbag, Po- 

Hayat Nagar, Gurdaspur, Punjab-

143521. Have Changed My 

Name From Silvia John To Silvia 

Edwin After Marriage. 

I, Satpal Kaur W/O Devinder 

Singh R/O Near Gatta Mill, 

Pharal, Kaithal, Haryana 

Changed Given Name Satpal 

Surname Kaur 

I, Gurmeet Kaur w/o 

Rajender Kumar r/o 126/ 7, Saini 

Mohall, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 

have Changed My Name 

Gurmeet. 

I, Kuljinder Singh S/o 

Jagtar Singh R/o VPO Siana 

Siadan, Pehowa District 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

minor son name from Navjot 

Singh to Navjot (Surname) Singh 

CONTINUITY PG NO. 11 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

PUBLIC NOTICE
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The Punjab and Haryana
High Court on Wednesday

did not give any interim relief
on the AAP's petition seeking
fresh mayoral polls, and asked
the Chandigarh administra-
tion to give their response
within three weeks.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has sought the setting
aside of Tuesday's election,
alleging tampering of ballot
papers, and fresh elections
under the supervision of a
retired High Court judge.

The BJP had swept
Chandigarh mayoral polls,
retaining all three posts, in a set-
back to the Congress-AAP
alliance which had alleged tam-
pering with ballot papers by the
presiding officer.

The division bench of
Justices Sudhir Singh and Harsh
Bunger on Wednesday issued
notices to the Chandigarh
administration, the municipal
corporation, presiding officer
Anil Masih and newly elected

mayor Manoj Sonkar, among
others, to file their replies with-
in three weeks. The matter was
adjourned till February 26.

The petition was filed by
AAP councillor Kuldeep
Kumar, who was the candidate
for the mayor's post, against the
Chandigarh Municipal
Corporation and the
Chandigarh administration,
among others.

In the plea, the petitioner
sought directions for holding
fresh elections in a free and fair
manner under the supervision
of a retired judge of the high
court to ensure that ''no mal-
practice'' is done.

According to the plea, the
petition was filed as the ''elec-
tion was not held in a free and
fair manner and there was a
gross violation while counting
of votes, with tampering of the
ballot papers and then declar-
ing them invalid, in the favour
of BJP and against the alliance
of AAP and Congress.'' The
petitioner has sought an inves-
tigation by an independent
investigation agency into the
''entire fraud'' committed dur-
ing the election process.

The petitioner sought
directions to respondents to
seal, preserve and present

before the HC the entire process
of the election, including the
record of ballot papers and
proceedings of the election
process and videography done
on Tuesday, according to the
plea.

The petitioner also sought
directions to restrain the newly
elected mayor from discharging
the functions of mayor of the
Chandigarh municipal corpo-
ration as the entire process of
election was ''vitiated by fraud.''
The Congress and the AAP had
predicted an easy victory in the
35-member House of the
Chandigarh Municipal
Corporation, projecting it as an
early test for the INDIA bloc.
But the BJP retained all three
top posts for which elections
were held.

Opposition councillors
alleged tampering with the bal-
lot papers by presiding officer
Anil Masih, a charge rejected by
him and the BJP.
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In a move against what they
deem as a “murder of democ-
racy”, the Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) and Congress are set to
escalate their battle against the
alleged rigging in the
Chandigarh Mayoral polls by
taking their fight to the
Supreme Court. Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann,
alongside Delhi counterpart
and AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal, will also spearhead a
protest dharna, slated to be held
outside the BJP headquarters in
New Delhi on February 2
(Friday).

The decision to escalate the
matter to the highest judicial
authority follows the Punjab
and Haryana High Court’s
refusal to grant interim relief on
the AAP’s mayoral candidate
Kuldeep Kumar’s plea seeking
fresh elections. Despite the set-
back, Mann asserted the party's
determination to seek an early
hearing in the matter.

The controversy erupted
after the BJP secured victories
in all three mayoral posts, trig-
gering accusations of ballot
tampering by the presiding
officer Anil Masih. While
Masih and the BJP rejected the
allegations, Mann reiterated
the gravity of the situation,
labeling the events as a “mur-
der of democracy”.

“We will move Supreme

Court. We will seek an early
hearing in the matter. There is
a video of the whole thing,”
Mann said and questioned why
the Chandigarh Administration
required three weeks to prepare
a report.

Mann, responding to
media queries on the sidelines
of his meeting with the Deputy
Commissioners, emphasized
the need for swift action, ques-
tioning the Chandigarh
Administration’s rationale for a
three-week timeline to prepare
a report. “What happened yes-
terday in the mayoral polls is
murder of democracy…Before
this too, such things have been
happening under their rule.
But yesterday there was video
footage too of the whole
thing...To save democracy is
everyone's responsibility and all
of us should make efforts,” said
Mann, signaling a collective call
to action against perceived elec-
toral malpractice.

Mann had on Tuesday
alleged “cheating” in the
Chandigarh mayoral polls and
said that the day will be remem-
bered as a black day for the
country's democracy. AAP has
sought fresh elections under the
supervision of a retired High
Court judge.
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The leaders and workers of
the Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) and Congress on
Wednesday jointly protested
outside Sector-17 police station
of Chandigarh against rigging in
the Mayor elections. They
demanded Chandigarh Police to
register a case against Anil
Masih, the presiding officer
appointed for the mayoral elec-
tions. The councillors of the
Aam Aadmi Party and the
Congress shouted slogans
against the BJP, claiming “mur-
der of democracy” during the
mayoral polls which took place
on Tuesday.

The protesters gathered
near the Sector 17 police station
here to lodge a police complaint
in connection with the mayoral
polls. Senior Congress leader
Pawan Kumar Bansal,
Chandigarh Congress presi-
dent H S Lucky and several
AAP leaders joined the protest.
Heavy police force was deployed
and barricades were erected
near the police station.

During the protest, leaders
accused the BJP of rigging the
mayor elections and said that
Presiding Officer Anil Masih
deliberately canceled the votes
of eight of councilors so that the
BJP could make their mayor. "30
January 2024 was the darkest
day in the history of Chandigarh

Municipal Corporation, they
alleged.

AAP Chandigarh co-in-
charge Sunny Ahluwalia met the
SHO at Sector-17 police station
to register a case against
Presiding Officer Anil Masih
and handed him videos and
other objectionable materials
related to rigging in the Mayor
elections. He also met
Chandigarh SSP in this regard
and demanded immediate
action against Masih.

Ahluwalia said that today
the BJP is the biggest threat to
our country's democracy. He
said that as per the strategy, BJP
managed all the officials relat-
ed to the mayor election and
made its mayor by rigging the
election in broad daylight.

Talking to media persons,
BJP Chandigarh State President
Jitendra Pal Malhotra on

Wednesday described the vic-
tory of BJP candidates in the
Mayor, Senior Deputy Mayor
and Deputy Mayor elections in
Chandigarh as the victory of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's guarantees, BJP's poli-
cies and ideology. It has been
described as the beginning of
the decline of the Indi alliance,
he added. Malhotra further
said that this victory has
exposed the Indi or Bhindi
alliance, this is the beginning of
the downfall of this Thug
Bandhan. He said that the
councilors of the city want the
development of the city and
development is possible only by
BJP, hence these councilors did
not want that the AAP should
make its mayor. Apart from
this, the Congress itself also did
not want the AAP to form the
mayor, he alleged.
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Haryana Government on
Wednesday selected four

films for subsidy under the
"Har yana Fi lm and
Entertainment Policy-2022."
The selection was made dur-
ing a  meet ing of  the
Governing Council, con-
vened under the Haryana
Fi lm Promotion B oard,
chaired by Governing

Council Chairperson Mita
Vashishtha. The selected
films will receive subsidies
ranging from Rs 50 lakh to Rs
2 crore. On this occasion,
Director  General  of
Information,  Public
Relations, Language and
Culture Department and
Member Secretary of the
Council Mandip Singh Brar
was also present.

DG Brar said that the
selected films would soon

receive subsidies during a
function organized by the
state government. The pri-
mary objective of the film
policy is not only to preserve
and promote the folk culture
of the state but also to offer
wholesome entertainment to
the people through cinema.
Additionally, this initiative
aims to generate employment
opportunities in the state.
Following the formulation of
the film policy, Haryana has

begun attracting pro-
ducers creating films
in languages other
than B ol lywood,
aided by "single-win-
dow" shooting per-
missions and subsidy
incentives, he added.

Actress Sumitra
Hooda, actor Yashpal
Sharma, and Harish
Kataria were also pre-
sent among the coun-
cil members during
the meeting.

During the meet-
ing, discussions revolved
around providing access to
quality cinema and showcas-
ing the rich culture of the
state in rural areas for the
people's benefit. Council
Chairperson Vashishtha said
that  cont inuous ef for ts

should be made to make the
film policy more effective
and pract ica l .  DP Brar
affirmed the state govern-
ment's commitment to proac-
tively advancing the "Haryana
Film and Entertainment
Policy-2022."

Addit ional  Director
(Administration) Vivek Kalia,
Joint Director Neeraj Kumar
and other officers from the
Department of Information,
Public Relations, Language,
and Culture were also present
in the meeting.
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on

Wednesday convened a crucial
meeting with the Deputy
Commissioners from all dis-
tricts to assess the progress of
various developmental initia-
tives and prevailing issues
across the State. Emphasizing
the need for efficient service
delivery, he instructed the
Deputy Commissioner to
ensure that government facil-
ities are easily accessible to peo-
ple in their respective areas.

Mann underscored the
importance of inter-district
collaboration by forming
groups comprising DCs to
facilitate the exchange of infor-
mation regarding ongoing pro-
jects. This initiative aimed at
inspiring officials from differ-
ent districts and enhancing
the efficiency of project imple-
mentation.

During the meeting, the
Chief Minister also expressed
satisfaction over the fact that
most of the districts were per-
forming well in implementing
the door-to-door scheme in the
State. “This ambitious scheme
aimed at providing 43 citizen-
centric services to the people at
their doorsteps.”

In a significant announce-
ment, the Chief Minister
declared that property regis-
tration processes would now be
conducted directly in villages,
eliminating the need for indi-
viduals to visit tehsils. Village
groups will be swiftly formed,
and designated days will be
allocated for registration activ-
ities. Patwaris and other offi-
cials will be deployed to villages
accordingly to streamline the
process.

Additionally, strategies
have been devised to ensure the
efficient distribution of canal
water to agricultural lands.
“The State Government has

taken several steps to ensure
that canal water reaches at the
tail end in every village,” said
Mann, asking the Deputy
Commissioners to complete
the ongoing process so that the
farmers are immensely bene-
fited from it.

Addressing the Rural
Development Fund (RDF)
case, which has been a subject
of contention between the state
and BJP-led Central
Government, Mann revealed
that the matter is scheduled for
hearing in the Supreme Court
next week. He expressed con-
cerns over the Central
Government's withholding of
funds amounting to Rs 5000-
crore, emphasizing the adverse
impact on crucial infrastruc-
ture projects. The CM affirmed
the State Government's com-
mitment to seeking justice in
the matter.

Furthermore, Mann issued
directives to prioritize the uti-
lization of funds allocated
under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
to prevent delays in project
implementation. He stressed
the importance of generating
employment opportunities
while accelerating rural devel-
opment initiatives. “Punjab has
set an expenditure target of Rs
2,000 crore for all districts,
which translates into 440 lakh
man-days for all districts put
together,” he said, adding that
the Deputy Commissioners
should ensure that the target is
achieved in the current fiscal.

In healthcare, the Chief
Minister announced the estab-
lishment of 150 new Aam
Aadmi Clinics, enhancing
access to medical services for
citizens, while urging the
Deputy Commissioners to
conduct regular inspections.
Mann said that 664 Aam
Aadmi Clinics have served
approximately 98 lakh patients,
providing free medicines worth

Rs 40.50 crore and lab tests
worth Rs 5.77 crore.

Additionally, he empha-
sized the Government's com-
mitment to provide free med-
ication within hospital premis-
es and instructed health offi-
cials to ensure the availability
of essential drugs. Mann
assured that all prescribed
medicines in government hos-
pitals will be readily available,
with 276 already listed in the
Essential Drugs List. He
emphasized the launch of the
Farishtay scheme for roadside
trauma victims, facilitating free
treatment at designated hospi-
tals, with 495 hospitals enlist-
ed across the state.

On education, Mann
emphasized the importance
of infrastructure development
in schools, directing the
Deputy Commissioners to
expedite the establishment of
boundary walls, sanitation
facilities, and provision of
essential amenities along with
internet connectivity in schools
by March 31. He emphasized
the need for regular monitor-
ing and evaluation of school
programs to ensure quality
education delivery.

Mann announced the
establishment of 13 Schools of
Eminence across various dis-
tricts, urging Deputy
Commissioners to ensure their
timely operation. Mann also
instructed regular meetings of
the District Education
Development Committee and
impromptu school inspections.

Regarding road infra-
structure, the Chief Minister
instructed authorities to prior-
itize the construction of the
Delhi-Amritsar-Katra National
Highway to improve connec-
tivity and facilitate smoother
transportation across districts.
He reiterated the Government's
commitment to maintain road
quality and ensure the timely
completion of infrastructure
projects.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
on Wednesday inaugurated the Rekhi Centre of Excellence
for the Science of Happiness at the Psychology Department
of Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra. The Happiness
Center, established in collaboration with the Rekhi
Foundation for Happiness, aims to provide a platform for stu-
dents, teachers, employees, and the general public to explore
the principles of happiness, cope with life changes, and effec-
tively navigate challenges. Khattar highlighted the significance
of incorporating the science of happiness into education and
emphasized that by imparting knowledge about happiness,
students can combat stress in the technological era, foster-
ing a positive mindset to achieve their goals successfully. He
also extended his congratulations to Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Som Nath Sachdeva, Rekhi Foundation representatives Dr.
Kiranjot Singh and Dr. Prabhleen Singh, and their entire team
for their efforts in establishing this transformative center.
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Chandigarh: A mob allegedly attacked a team probing into
illegal stone mining and freed the earth moving machinery
which had been seized by the police, officials on Wednesday
said. The police have registered an FIR against the village
sarpanch and 15 to 16 unknown people under various sec-
tions, including 186 (voluntarily obstructing any public ser-
vant in the discharge of his public functions) and 353 (assault-
ing or using criminal force to any person being a public ser-
vant in the execution of his duty) of the IPC. The FIR was
registered on Sub-Inspector Karan Singh’s complaint, police
said. It was alleged that while the police team was bringing
the JCB machine, 10 to 15 people, including the sarpanch
Salim, created a ruckus and freed the JCB machine from them.
All the accused, including the village sarpanch and JCB
machine driver Akbar, are absconding now. SHO Arvind
Kumar said the hideouts of the accused are being raided and
they will be arrested soon.
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Chandigarh: Punjab Cabinet sub-committee, comprising
Finance Minister Harpal Singh Cheema and NRI Affairs
Minister Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal, on Wednesday held meet-
ings with various unions related to the School Education
Department and discussed their issues in detail. During these
meetings, the Sub-Committee gave a patient hearing to the
demands raised by representatives of various unions. Also,
the union leaders submitted their memorandums to the cab-
inet sub-committee, which has directed the officials to hold
regular meetings to address their legitimate demands find-
ing suitable solutions at the earliest.
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Chandigarh: Punjab Information and Public Relations
Department on Wednesday gave a warm farewell to the
Information and Public Relations officer Dr Sarbjit Singh
Kagniwal on his retirement, after efficiently serving the
Department for nearly 22 years. Remembering the bonds of
companionship with Dr Sarbjit, department officers includ-
ing Joint Directors Randeep Singh Ahluwalia, Harjit Singh
Grewal, Preet Kanwal Singh, and others unfolded various hid-
den pages of his life. Lauding the marvelous services rendered
by him, they added that Dr Sarabjit’s exemplary hard work,
dedication and perseverance will ever inspire his colleagues
and newly-inducted staff members to discharge their duties
with utmost determination.
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Chandigarh: A two-day ‘Kasauli Music Festival-2024’
(KMF 24) is all set to enthrall the audience on March 29 and
30, 2024 in Santa Roza – A WelcomHeritage Resort, nestled
in the picturesque Pine hills of Kasauli. The event is being
organized by the team of Santa Roza in association with
ShowCase Events, with support partner City Woofer, a lead-
ing online ticketing platform from Chandigarh. The website
of KMF — www.kasaulimusicfestival.com — too was
unveiled.
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Ahead of the ensuing Lok
Sabha elections, Punjab

Government has undertaken a
significant transfer of officers
across the State. A total of 50 IAS
and PCS officers have been shuf-
fled, primarily involving officials
at the Secretary, Additional
Deputy Commissioner (ADC),
and Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) levels.

In parallel, the government
has also transferred 26 police offi-
cers, including both IPS and PPS.
Additional Director General of
Police (ADGP) Neelabh Kishore
has been entrusted with the
command of the Special Task
Force (STF), while S Kumar
Verma will oversee internal secu-
rity.

Moreover, Jasarkan Singh
has been appointed as ADGP of
Ropar Range and ADGP
Intelligence. These officers were

recently promoted to the ADGP-
rank, underscoring the govern-
ment's commitment to bolster
administrative efficiency.

Additionally, 28 DSPs have
also been transferred in accor-
dance with the orders of the
Election Commission, which
had requested all records by
January 31. These transfers pri-
oritize officers completing three
years in a district, ensuring a fresh
administrative setup ahead of the
upcoming elections.

Among the IAS officers,
2016-batch officer Parmindar
Pal Singh has been assigned the
roles of World Bank project
director and Additional Secretary
for School Education, along with
being appointed Managing
Director of Punjab
Communications Limited
(PUNCOM) and Additional
Executive Director of Punjab
Backward Class Land
Development and Finance
Corporation (BACKFINCO).
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ਬਾ ਅਦਾਲਤ ਸ਼	ੀ ਗੁਰਸੇਵਕ ਚੰਦ, 

ਤਿਹਸੀਲਦਾਰ‐ਕਮ‐ਸਹਾਇਕ 

ਕੁਲੈਕਟਰ, ਦਰਜਾ ਅੱਵਲ, 

ਹਿੁਸ਼ਆਰਪੁਰ। 

ਿਵਸ਼ਾ‐ ਅਨ‐ਰਿਜਸਟਰਡ ਵਸੀਅਤ ਵਲ�  

ਮੁਤਵਫੀ ਪ�ੀਤਮ ਿਸੰਘ ਪੁੱਤਰ ਬੰਤਾ ਿਸੰਘ ਪੁੱਤਰ 

ਮੁਨਸ਼ਾ ਿਸੰਘ ਵਾਸੀ ਿਪੰਡ ਮਰਨਾਈਆਂ ਕਲਾਂ 

ਤਿਹਸੀਲ ਵਾ ਿਜਲ! ਾ ਹਿੁਸ਼ਆਰਪੁਰ ਮੁਤਾਬਕ 

ਇੰਤਕਾਲ ਕਰਨ ਸਬੰਧੀ। 

ਨੰਬਰ. 587 / ਰੀਡਰ ਿਮਤੀ : 24‐01‐2024 

ਉਪਰੋਕਤ ਿਵਸ਼ੇ ਦੇ ਸਬੰਧ ਿਵੱਚ ਸ਼�ੀ ਹਰਪ�ੀਤ 

ਿਸੰਘ ਪੁੱਤਰ ਿਕਰਪਾਲ ਿਸੰਘ ਵਾਸੀ ਿਪੰਡ 

ਮਰਨਾਈਆਂ ਕਲਾਂ ਤਿਹਸੀਲ ਵਾ ਿਜਲ! ਾ 

ਹਿੁਸ਼ਆਰਪੁਰ ਨੇ ਇਸ ਅਦਾਲਤ ਿਵੱਚ 

ਦਰਖਾਸਤ ਪੇਸ਼ ਕੀਤੀ ਹੈ ਿਕ ਇਸਦੇ ਦਾਦਾ ਲੇਟ 

ਸ�ੀ ਪ�ੀਤਮ ਿਸੰਘ ਪੁੱਤਰ ਬੰਤਾ ਿਸੰਘ ਪੁੱਤਰ 

ਮੁਨਸ਼ਾ ਿਸੰਘ ਨੇ ਇੱਕ ਅਨ‐ਰਿਜਸਟਰਡ 

ਵਸੀਅਤ ਿਮਤੀ 12‐03‐2000 ਨੰੂ (ਜਾਇਦਾਦ 

ਵਾਿਕਆ ਰਕਬਾ ਿਪੰਡ ਮਰਨਾਈਆਂ ਕਲਾਂ) 

ਆਪਣੇ ਪੁੱਤਰ ਿਕਰਪਾਲ ਿਸੰਘ ਦੇ ਹੱਕ ਿਵੱਚ 

ਿਲਖਵਾਈ ਸੀ ਅਤੇ ਇਸ ਅਨ‐ਰਿਜਸਟਰਡ 

ਵਸੀਅਤ ਮੁਤਾਬਕ ਇੰਤਕਾਲ ਿਕਰਪਾਲ ਿਸੰਘ 

ਪੁੱਤਰ ਮੁਤਵਫੀ ਪ�ੀਤਮ ਿਸੰਘ ਦੇ ਹੱਕ ਿਵੱਚ 

ਕਰਨ ਲਈ ਬੇਨਤੀ ਕੀਤੀ ਹੈ। ਇਸ ਲਈ ਇਸ 

ਨੋਿਟਸ ਰਾਹੀ ਂਸੂਿਚਤ ਕੀਤਾ ਜਾਂਦਾ ਹੈ ਿਕ ਜੇਕਰ 

ਉਕਤ ਇੰਤਕਾਲ ਸਬੰਧੀ ਿਕਸੇ ਵੀ ਿਵਅਕਤੀ ਨੰੂ 

ਕੋਈ ਇਤਰਾਜ ਹੈ ਤਾਂ ਉਹ ਇਸ ਨੋਿਟਸ ਦੇ 

ਪਬਿਲਸ਼ ਹੋਣ ਦੀ ਿਮਤੀ ਤ� ਪੰਦਰਾਂ ਿਦਨਾਂ ਦੇ 

ਅੰਦਰ‐ਅੰਦਰ ਇਸ ਅਦਾਲਤ ਿਵੱਚ 

ਅਸਾਲਤਨ/ਵਕਾਲਤਨ ਪੇਸ਼ ਹੋ ਕੇ ਆਪਣਾ 

ਇਤਰਾਜ/ਪੱਖ ਰੱਖ ਸਕਦਾ ਹੈ। ਜੇਕਰ 

ਿਨਸ਼ਿਚਤ ਸਮ5 ਿਵੱਚ ਕੋਈ ਇਤਰਾਜ ਪੇਸ਼ ਪੇਸ਼ 

ਨਹੀ ਂਹੁੰਦਾ ਤਾਂ ਮੰਨ ਿਲਆ ਜਾਵੇਗਾ ਿਕ ਿਕਸੇ ਵੀ 

ਿਵਅਕਤੀ ਨੰੂ ਉਕਤ ਇੰਤਕਾਲ ਸਬੰਧੀ ਕੋਈ 

ਇਤਰਾਜ ਨਹੀ ਂਹੈ ਅਤੇ ਇਸ ਇੰਤਕਾਲ ਸਬੰਧੀ 

ਅਗਲੇਰੀ ਕਾਰਵਾਈ ਅਮਲ ਿਵੱਚ ਿਲਆ ਿਦਤੱੀ 

ਜਾਵੇਗੀ। 

ਇਹ ਪਬਲੀਕੇਸ਼ਨ ਨੋਿਟਸ ਅੱਜ ਿਮਤੀ 19‐01‐

2024 ਨੰੂ ਮੇਰੀ ਮੋਹਰ ਅਤੇ ਹਸਤਾਖਰਾਂ ਨਾਲ 

ਜਾਰੀ ਹੋਇਆ ਹੈ। 

ਤਿਹਸੀਲਦਾਰ‐ਕਮ‐ ਸਹਾਇਕ 

ਕੁਲੈਕਟਰ, ਦਰਜਾ ਅੱਵਲ, ਹਿੁਸ਼ਆਰਪੁਰ। 

LOST AND FOUND

I, Kuldeep Kumar S/o Joginder Pal Arora 

R/o Gali Marwaha Wali, Kasba Majitha, 

Tehsil Majitha District Amritsar declare that 

I have lost my previous sale deed dated 

13.09.2017, Vide Document no. 901 and 

General Power of attorney dated 23.08.201, 

Vide document no. 21 with regard to my 

Plot, total area measuring 0-7.6 Marla bear-

ing khasra no. 118//2/1/1/1, 118//3/1 min sit-

uated at Kasba Majitha, Tehsil Majitha & 

District Amritsar 
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ਗੁਆਿਚਆ ਅਤੇ ਪਾਇਆ

ਮ8 ਜੋਗਾ ਿਸੰਘ ਪੁੱਤਰ ਹਰਨੇਕ ਿਸੰਘ ਪੁੱਤਰ ਕੁੱਲੂ

ਿਸੰਘ ਵਾਸੀ ਕਚੱਾ ਮਲਕ ਰੋਡ ਗੋਲਡਨ ਬਾਗ

ਜਗਰਾਉਂ ਤਿਹਸੀਲ ਜਗਰਾਉਂ ਿਜਲ! ਾ ਲੁਿਧਆਣਾ

ਸੂਿਚਤ ਕਰਦਾ ਹਾਂ ਿਕ ਇੱਕ ਸੇਲ ਡੀਡ ਨੰਬਰ

3064 ਿਮਤੀ 30‐09‐2003 ਹੈ, ਮੇਰੇ ਤ� ਗੁੰਮ ਹੋ

ਗਈ ਹੈ ਅਤੇ ਿਜਸਦੀ ਮ8 ਡੀ.ਡੀ.ਆਰ ਨੰਬਰ

427094 /2024  ਿਮਤੀ 20‐01‐2024  ਨੰੂ

ਕਰਵਾ ਚੁੱਕਾ ਹਾਂ। ਮ8 ਉਕਤ ਡੀਡ ਿਕਸੇ ਵੀ ਬ8ਕ

ਪਾਸ ਜਾਂ ਿਕਸੇ ਹੋਰ ਪਾਸ ਗਿਹਣੇ ਨਹੀ ਂ ਰੱਖੀ ਹੈ

ਅਤੇ ਨਾ ਹੀ ਮ8 ਗਲਤ ਵਰਤ� ਕੀਤੀ ਹੈ। ਜੇ ਿਕਸੇ

ਨੰੂ ਉਕਤ ਸੇਲ ਡੀਡ ਿਮਲ ਜਾਵੇ ਤਾਂ ਮੈਨੰੂ 14  

ਿਦਨਾਂ ਦੇ ਿਵੱਚ ਿਵੱਚ ਵਾਪਸ ਕਰਨ ਦੀ

ਿਕਰਪਾਲਤਾ ਕੀਤੀ ਜਾਵੇ। ਮੇਰਾ ਮੋਬਾਇਲ ਨੰਬਰ

98145‐20255 ਹੈ।

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF Sh. Manik 

Kaura Judicial Magistrate First 

Class-13, Jalandhar 

PARDEEP KUMAR 

Vs.

ARUN KUMAR 

CNR No.PBJL03-018375-2022

Next Date:-08-02-2024

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:-

ARUN KUMAR R/O 1/364, 

SADAR BAZAR, DELHI CANTT-

110010 

In above titled case, the accused 

could not be served. It is ordered 

that accused should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

08-02-2024 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice&district=

Jalandhar

Judicial Magistrate

First Class-13, Jalandhar

Dated, this day of 27-01-2024 

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Gurcharan Singh S/o Gopal Singh R/o 

Bhagat Singh colony, Khairpur, Sirsa  

declare that my original Sale Deed No. 

7944, dated - 09-12-2015 has been lost 

at Barnala Road, Sirsa on dated - 15-

10-2023. If found & any type of objection 

regarding this may informed to mobile 

no - 9813313139 of which 7 days of the 

publication of this notice. 

H.P P W D NOTICE INVITING TENDER



Development in
Bhopalaram village,
situated in the

Lunkaransar block of
Bikaner, Rajasthan, has come
to a halt due to the lack of
proper roads. The absence of
a paved road is a significant
challenge for the nearly two
thousand residents in the vil-
lage. According to 47-year-
old resident Baluram Jat,
the main road connecting
the village to the block head-
quarters was constructed
around eight years ago and
has not been maintained
since, rendering it impass-
able.
The road's deteriorated con-
dition has made it challeng-
ing even for families to trans-
port patients to the hospital.
During Vimla's childbirth,
the ambulance broke down
due to the damaged road,
forcing the family to arrange
a private vehicle to reach the
hospital. Vimla, a 28-year-
old young woman from the
village, noted that her con-
dition worsened due to the
road's large potholes. She
highlighted that many preg-
nant women in the village
prefer going to their parental
homes for childbirth due to
these challenges. However,

for those unable to do so, the
journey to the hospital
becomes exceedingly diffi-
cult.
The challenging road condi-
tions in the village have sig-
nificantly impacted the lives
of individuals with disabili-
ties as well. Rajaram, a 26-
year-old affected by polio in
both legs, shared that
although the government
provided him with a hand-
operated bicycle, the deteri-
orating state of the roads
poses a considerable obsta-
cle to his mobility. The
uneven and damaged sur-
faces make it challenging for
Rajaram to use his bicycle
effectively for travel, exacer-
bating the difficulties he
faces due to his disability.
The advancement of devel-
opment is hindered by dete-
riorating roads. When the
road conditions are subpar
in a given area, the progress

in other sectors is inevitably
hampered. In Bhopalaram
village, Vinod, another res-
ident, points out that the
deteriorating road has led to
a severe water problem.
Water tankers from the block
have to navigate the broken
road, causing more than half
the water to spill before
reaching the village. This not
only leads to water wastage
but also compels villagers to
incur additional expenses
to procure water once more.
The deteriorated road has
had a detrimental impact on
the education of village girls
as well. Seventeen-year-old
Malati reveals that she had to
halt her education after com-
pleting 10th grade because
she faced challenges travel-
ling eight kilometres to reach
the Higher Secondary
School in Lunkaransar Block
for her 12th-grade studies.
The poor condition of the
road resulted in limited
transportation options from
the village, and her parents
couldn't afford to purchase
a scooter for her. Malati also
highlights that although
some portions of the road
have been patched with
bricks, persistent difficul-
ties will persist until the

entire road is improved.
In this regard, the Chairman
of the Gram Seva Sahakarita
Samiti, Asuram, explains
that a space of 50 feet was
allocated for this road, but it
was constructed only with-
in 20 feet. Due to its small
and deteriorated condition,
villagers face daily chal-
lenges. If there is any hin-
drance in tendering for the
construction of this road, it
can also be done under the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNRE-
GA). This would not only
improve the condition of
the road but also provide
employment to people under
MGNREGA. Asuram asserts
that the village's most crucial
need should be promptly ful-
filled through the Panchayati
Raj Institutions because the
road is not just a means of
transportation but plays a
significant role in opening
new avenues for develop-
ment. It is not only a means
of access but is also intricate-
ly connected to education,
health, and the economy.

(Tamanna is a student of
Class 12 from Lunkaransar,

Rajasthan. Views are per-
sonal. Charkha Features)

���������	
����	
��	���	���������	�������	��������	�������	���	�����	���
��	���	����
�
	���	��������	��	�	�����������	
��	������	��������	��	���������	����	���	������
���� �!�	������"	���������	��������	���	������	��������	���	����	������	���	�����

���	���	����	��	���	��� ��	 �����������	����������	���	������ 	�����������	������	� �����
��	���##��	���	��������	$���������	�������	����	�	����
�� 	
���	��	������	�������	����
�����	�����������	�	���
��� 	�������	��	���	������	%����	�� ����	���	������������
����	���  ����	�������������	�����	���	�������!�	����������	�����	���	������ ��	���������
���	��������	���������	��������	���	�������	���	����	
��	���	��������	���	����	
��	���	������
%����	�� ����	&�	'����	���
�	��	�"����	���	��
�������	�����	
����	�����
	��	�	������ ��
�����������	�������� 	���� ��
��	���	���������	��������	��	��������������	�����	������
��������	���	����	�
	���	�������	��	���##�(�	������	��	��������	������
	
���	�����
���	��� �	����	'�����	���	��������	��	���	������	�������	��	
���	����	��	'������	���� ��)

���	��� ��	���	����	��������	��������� 	���	�������
��	���	��
������������	
��������	��	���	�� ���	��	���
�
	���	*���	���	+���	����������	,*+�-�	����	�� ��
�����
�����������	��	
��	���.�����	����	���	������	��������
��	�����	�����	'����!�	�"������ 	��
������	��	�	�� ���
�������������	����������	�����!�	������	�
	��
�������	���
��������	���	��
��	�����	��	������	���	��������	�����
�����	 ��	 �	 �� 	 ����	 
��	 �����	 ���	����	��
�	'����
����� ��	��	���	�� ����	
���� �	�����	���	
��"��	���	��
�	�����	���	��������
��	���	��������	
���	 ��� 	��	���������	����	��������
���	���	���
	����	'����!�	�������	��	���	���������
*��	���	��������	�
	���	��������	���	������	�	������

���������	��	��	�����	���	��.��	�����	�
	�������	
���	�������/	���	������	�������	��
������	�������	�������	���	���	��	�����	0����� 	���	���	����	.���	�����	���
�	� ��	������
�������	��������	����	���	�������	��	���	
�
��	���������	�����	���	���	��������	�����	����
����	��� �������	���������	���� ����	���	����������	���
�	�������	��	����������	���	�����
�����	����	����	������	�������	���	�����������������)	�����	���	���� 	���	
����	�������
��	���� ����	���	��������	�
���	���	������������	��	1234	���	��	���������	����������
���������	����	���	5���	�����	����	�����	�	�������	���	������ ��	��������	��	��������
��
������	��	���	��������	���	��������������	'����!�	�"������ 	
���������	6���� ������ 
����������	����	����	���	��� �����	��	����������	*�������	�����	������	�������	����
�����	�����������	��	�

���� 	������	������������	��	'������	������������	�����������	����
�������	�����������	�����������	���	�������	���	��������!	��������	��������	���
����	����� ����	��������	�����	��	 ���	�������	����� 	����	�����	�����	����	��	���

���	���������	���������	�������/	
��	�"������	���	���������	���������	7���������	$����
,�7$-	���	��������	�������	�	���������	��	����!�	�������	���������	����	��	������	�
 ���	�� �	
��	�����	����	�
	���##�	��	����������	�����	�����	����	���	������	��	���
���������	���	�������	���������	����	���	��������	����	��	���	������	����

�	��*��&!�	/

tal tension students experience and also
expose certain flaws in the exam system
and the societal beliefs prevalent which
focus only on marks, passes, ranks and suc-
cess.  It is high time that the Ministry of
Education in the States and the Centre take
the matter seriously and take suitable mea-
sures so that our young students do not
make such harsh decisions just in the name
of exams and how it is conducted.Parents
and teachers have to inculcate in children
the mentality to face problems with
courage and willpower and to face chal-
lenges boldly. 

M Pradyu | Kannur  
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Sir — An economy on relatively placid
waters and the sanguine prognosis of an
assured continuity of the govt in office
should help focus on a largely marginalised
key element of any budget: the fiscal deficit.
Whereas  In Defense two-thirds go towards
salary, pensions and establishment expens-
es, the Operating Ratio for Railways was
98.14% in 2023, ie, to earn Rs100, the
expenses are Rs 98.14.!There is little left for

capital outlays. With allocations to infra-
structure on Defense and Railways being
the highest in these two,  deficit financing
is inevitable. And then, even the most self-
assured govt has to make space for an elec-
tion year largesse. Issues in the agricultur-
al sector and the income of farmers have
been the bugbear of this govt. Ever since
the agitation over the  Farm Bills, the gov-
ernment has been wary of this huge vote
bank. The yearly assistance of Rs 6000 may
go up to Rs 9000. This will be a big outgo
on top of various subsidies already in place.
Tax-paying public is another sector that
needs to be kept happy in an election year.
However, the scope for concessions in per-
sonal taxation may stay cosmetic . The bud-
get is expected to set the fiscal deficit at a
vulnerable 5.3% against street estimates of
5.5%. The actuals may take it even beyond.
The crux of budgeting for 2024-25 must
hence lie in managing the wily Deficit -
Inflation twins. 

R Narayanan | Mumbai
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Sir — Considering the war foreboding and
sense of anarchy around the geo-political
world order, it's a good time to practice and
remember the ideological principles of
Gandhi Ji. Mahatma Gandhi was popular-
ly called as 'Father of Nation' and "Bapu".
He was killed following a prayer vigil in
New Delhi on January 30, 1948. He teach-
es us the canon of non-violence, civil dis-
obedience, the welfare of all, interfaith har-
mony, equality social justice and construc-
tive work but world order is dysfunction-
al. Rather the current situation of countries
is filled with atrocities and savagery, and
destroying one or the other. 
There is a spread of anti-humane dispen-
sation among the nations vis-a-vis the
Russia-Ukraine war, entire West Asia giv-
ing a sense of anarchy and retaliation
between Iraq, Gaza, Yemen, Pakistan and
the Indo-Pacific extent where Philippines
and Taiwan are acting against the power
but India too has dealt with the external
as well as internal crisis of Naxalism, secu-
rity threats in Parliament,  suspension of
141 Members of Parliament for the first
time in the history. Gandhi ji believed that
change could be achieved through peace-
ful means, advocating for dialogue and
understanding even in the face of adver-
sity and ensuring that the benefits of
progress reached every stratum of society.
Let's hope that everyone should practice
and follow the Gandhian axions that are
carved out to build the better society that
we desire.

Dimple Wadhawan | Kanpur
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Sir — In a  shocking incident a JEE  aspi-
rant from  Kota, Rajasthan committed sui-
cide just days ahead of the exam. The year
2023 has already witnessed many student
aspirants committing suicide in Kota due
to exam pressure and the latest tragedy yet
again pinpoints how entrance exams are
causing severe mental agony, panic and
pressure among young students. The sui-
cide cases occurring in Kota and elsewhere
in the country pinpoint how much men-
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bordering Thailand to the
east and the Sagaing region
and Chin State, bordering
India. It was in violation of a
ceasefire in force between the
armed groups and the junta
over a year.
The bold move threatens the
military’s control over crucial
trade routes to China thereby
hitting its interests. It was a
welcome step for China when
the army led by Min Aung
Hlaing dethroned the elected
government, but now the pen-
dulum has swung in the oppo-
site direction, thereby chal-
lenging the junta.
The Brotherhood is Junta’s
biggest challenge: The alliance
has been successful in cutting
off the junta from a stretch of
land that handles about 40% of
bilateral border trade with
China; around $1 billion of the
trade comes from natural gas
piped into China. The fighting
erupted recently in Shan,
Kachin and Chin states, which
are situated in the country’s
north as well as in Rakhine
state in the west. Three
Brotherhood fighters have
claimed they have overrun
dozens of military posts across
the region and seized major
roads leading in and out
besides forcing the surrender
of over 100 soldiers of the
Myanmar army, demoralizing
the junta. The armed groups
have taken the fight to the
Tatmadaw in Kayah State in
the country’s east which is
important to the Myanmar
army.

India must rethink its strat-
egy: India will need to rethink
its old-fashioned position
towards Myanmar before the
fallout threatens its interests.
India feels the US should seize
the moment to enhance
engagement with India in
Myanmar and work to allevi-
ate the humanitarian situation
thereby supporting the anti-
junta forces and establishing a
federal democracy. India has
tried to maintain equidistance
between the military generals
and pro-democracy political
parties to ensure that the junta
does not fall into China’s lap.
Junta to hit back:. The army
generals were not ready for the
alliance's huge offensive, which
set off a chain reaction, corner-
ing the junta. Armed groups
are reported to have taken
control of fifty towns and vil-
lages and 100 posts. Army
chief Hlaing has promised to
undertake a counterattack on
terrorists in the north, which
might expose the junta's weak-
ness.
Armed rebellion by ethnic
armed organizations has dealt
a diplomatic blow to the army
generals who have been
exposed; China will be direct-
ly impacted. The Ukraine war
had come as a blessing in dis-
guise for the junta as the US
and EU were preoccupied
with it. The Hamas attack on
Israel has further alienated
Western powers from
Myanmar but the attack by
armed groups may change
the entire scenario. The

National Unity Government
(NUG) formed by opposition
lawmakers in Burma is consid-
ered close to the West, which
is feeling encouraged after the
successful offensive by the
armed groups.
China’s double speak: China
has urged Myanmar to restore
border stability even as the
junta’s conflict with armed
groups intensifies. Myanmar
has been asked by China to
‘cooperate’ with it to maintain
stability on the common bor-
ders. China’s official stand is
intriguing; “As a friendly
neighbour, China sincerely
hopes that Myanmar will
restore stability and develop-
ment as soon as possible, and
supports all parties in
Myanmar to properly resolve
differences within the consti-
tutional and legal framework
and achieve reconciliation
through dialogue.” 
A recent visit by Assistant
Foreign Minister Nong Rong
holds significance after armed
groups stepped up an offen-
sive, which put Chinese resi-
dents and infrastructure at
risk. Some former diplomats
are surprised over the ‘Dual
Policy’ adopted by China,
which has been actively sup-
porting the militant groups.
The United Wa State Army
(UWSA) in Myanmar’s north-
eastern Shan state receives
weapons and political suste-
nance from China.
(The writer is a political ana-

lyst and an expert on South
Asia, views are personal)
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Worried over the
influx of
refugees and
insurgents from
across the

porous border owing to the
unabated crisis, the Indian gov-
ernment has decided to fence the
Myanmar border to discontinue
the free movement regime
(FMR), as with the Bangladesh
frontier which may act as a
deterrent and preventive measure
to control the existing menace.
India must act cautiously: Given
Maldives President Mohamed
Muizzu's honeymoon with
China, India needs to evolve a
realistic strategic blueprint in
line with the ‘Neighbourhood
First’ policy to save Myanmar
from China’s overtures to the
junta through the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), besides support-
ing border areas rebels by broker-
ing peace between warring
groups and army generals in
this violence-plagued country.
India took a cautious stand when
the army, known as Tatmadaw,
engineered a coup on February 1,
2021. India had diplomatically
and indirectly supported the
junta, refraining from openly
supporting the democratic forces
led by Aung San Suu Kyi, which
has now put it in a dilemma.
India faces the challenge of check-
mating China, which is danger-
ous because it supports some eth-
nic groups.
In this complex scenario, “OPER-
ATION 1027” was undertaken in
December 2023 by ‘The Three
Brotherhood Alliance’ compris-
ing the Ta’ang National Liberation
Army, AA and the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance
Army, which had shaken the
junta. An offensive against the
junta had dealt it a devastating
blow, prompting China to sup-
port it.
‘The Three Brotherhood Alliance’
had captured key roads and mil-
itary posts, hitting the cash-
strapped junta's revenues and
obstructing troop movements.
Reports from the conflict zone
suggested that the surprise attacks
on the Shan state were followed
by the AA opening a front against
the army in its base in Rakhine
state on the west coast. It was a
coordinated attempt by insur-
gents to spill over to Kayah State
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The political chessboard
of Bihar has recently
witnessed a profound

transformation, sending rip-
ples across the entire nation.
As the Lok Sabha elections
loom on the horizon, every
twist and turn in Bihar's
political saga holds the poten-
tial to significantly impact the
grand political finale. Nitish
Kumar's latest move, switch-
ing sides for the fifth time in
just over a decade and assum-
ing the Chief Minister's role
for the ninth time, has added
an intriguing layer to the
unfolding drama. While
Nitish's political acrobatics
have grabbed the spotlight,
the BJP's strategic gamble in
this intricate game has not
gone unnoticed.
Amidst the evolving scenario,
questions arise about Nitish

Kumar's commitment to
social justice, considering his
shifting allegiances and recent
embrace of temple politics.
The perplexity deepens as
Bihar grapples with the impli-
cations of this political
manoeuvre on the Mandal
forces, reflecting the state's
political narrow-mindedness
and the weakening influence
of caste arithmetic. The focus
now shifts to the RJD, found-
ed on the accomplishments of

the charismatic Lalu Yadav,
whose legacy seems at odds
with its preparedness for the
future.
While Nitish manages to
retain power through an
alliance with the expanding
BJP, questions persist about
his credibility, especially in
comparison to the broader
social coalition led by the
RJD. The isolation of the
RJD in Bihar and the BJP's
steady progress as a formida-
ble alternative force set the
stage for a crucial message
ahead of the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections. The recali-
bration of the "social justice"
agenda, impacted by Nitish's
move, necessitates a reassess-
ment of the BJP's influence in
this domain.
The political dynamics have
shifted beyond the tradition-

al Mandal vs. Mandir narra-
tive, evolving into a complex
interplay of Mandal vs.
Mandal and Mandir plus
Mandal, with "good gover-
nance" emerging as a pivotal
factor. Nitish Kumar's deci-
sion to realign with the BJP
becomes a litmus test for the
leadership of Tejashwi Yadav,
the young successor of the
RJD, who faces the challenge

of navigating a family feud
and maintaining the party's
political standing.
As Tejashwi positions himself
as a "development man," dis-
tancing from his father's rule
characterized as "jungle raj,"
the RJD embarks on a cam-
paign to showcase its achieve-
ments, especially in job cre-
ation. The political chess
match intensifies, with
Tejashwi asserting that the
game has just begun, and the
RJD will strategically reveal its
cards in due course. The
RJD's shift toward economic
justice signals a new direc-
tion, expanding its support
base beyond traditional vot-
ers.
The repercussions of Bihar's
political upheaval reverberate
nationally, drawing reactions
from prominent leaders

across party lines. As Bihar's
political maestro, Nitish
Kumar, navigates through
another historic yet contro-
versial chapter in his two-
decade-long career, the polit-
ical landscape awaits the set-
tling of dust from Sunday
evening's events.
In the intricate tapestry of
Bihar's political narrative,
Nitish Kumar's recent
manoeuvre stands as a pivotal
chapter, influencing not only
the state's dynamics but res-
onating across the national
political spectrum. As the
dust settles on the dramatic
events of Sunday evening,
Bihar finds itself at a cross-
roads, with implications
stretching far beyond its bor-
ders.
The ever-evolving alliances
and strategic shifts have rede-

fined the contours of politi-
cal discourse, challenging
conventional narratives of
Mandal, Mandir, and gover-
nance. Nitish Kumar's
alliance with the BJP, marked
by its expanding influence in
the state, prompts a reevalu-
ation of political equations
and the potential impact on
the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections.
Tejashwi Yadav, stepping into
the limelight as the face of the
RJD, navigates the party
through the challenges of a
family feud, asserting a com-
mitment to economic justice
and development. The RJD's
attempt to redefine its image,
distancing from the perceived
shortcomings of the past,
sets the stage for a renewed
political strategy.
As Bihar becomes a battle-

ground of ideologies, the
reactions from national lead-
ers underscore the signifi-
cance of these developments.
The shift from social justice
to economic justice, coupled
with the evolving political
landscape, necessitates a
recalibration of strategies for
all stakeholders.
In the end, Bihar's political
arena remains unpredictable,
with each move sparking
debates and reflections on the
past, present, and future of
the state's political trajectory.
As the nation watches the
unfolding drama, the impli-
cations of Bihar's political
metamorphosis will continue
to resonate, shaping the con-
tours of Indian politics in the
days to come.
(The writer is a senior jour-

nalist; views are personal)
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Accordingly, under the Agreement
on Agriculture (AoA), the total of
product and non-product-specif-
ic subsidies or aggregate measure-
ment support (AMS) is capped at
10 per cent of the value of agricul-
tural production for a developing
country (for developed countries,
this threshold is 5 per cent). If a
member country gives AMS over
10 per cent, it is a violation.  
The AoA came into force in 1995.
For India, until 2005, MSP was less
than ERP. Thereafter, MSP has
been higher than ERP and, in the
last decade, this gap widened.
During 2018-19, in the case of
rice, for instance, AMS was at 11
per cent, exceeding the 10 per cent
cap. During 2019-20, it was even
higher at 13.7 per cent.
For over a decade or so, India
along with other developing coun-
tries has been making efforts at
WTO to wriggle out of the situa-
tion. In the 9th Ministerial
Conference (MC) held in Bali
(2013), it secured sanction for a
“peace clause”. It said, “If a devel-
oping country gives AMS in excess
of 10 percent, no member will
challenge this until 2017 when the
WTO would look for a permanent
solution.”
In the General Council (GC) held
in December 2014, this sanction
was modified to say “The peace
clause will stay till a permanent
solution was found.” However,
the peace clause comes with sev-
eral riders, such as the submission
of data on food procurement,
stockholding, distribution and
subsidies. These also include
establishing that subsidies are not
“trade distorting.” Besides, pro-
grams implemented after 2013 are
not covered under the ambit of the
'peace clause'.
India has invoked the ‘peace

clause’ several times at the WTO
for breaching the 10 per cent ceil-
ing in case of subsidy on rice - the
latest being for the marketing
year 2020-21. However, devel-
oped countries have objected to
such invocation. They want India
to be more transparent about its
PSH program and put in place
safeguards to prevent ‘illegitimate’
exports But, this can’t go on ad
infinitum.
The WTO should go for a perma-
nent solution within a time-bound
manner. In fact, the MC held in
Bali (2013) had implicitly given a
deadline of 2017 “……no member
will challenge this until 2017
when the WTO would look for a
permanent solution.”
Unfortunately, the GC held in
December 2014 deferred it indef-
initely. India has done right by
insisting on a deadline now.
However, its stance for the 13th
MC isn’t the right way to go. India
is trying to delink PSH from a
comprehensive look at agriculture.
It is attempting to delink things
that are intertwined with each
other.  
The PSH program involves buy-
ing food from the farmers and dis-
tributing it to the beneficiaries.
Here, we are talking about the
entire supply chain involving pro-
curement, handling, storage, dis-
tribution and so on. So, the issues
of market access, and sale in the
domestic and international mar-
kets can’t be brushed aside.  
India’s PSH program is open-
ended under which the govern-
ment’s agencies buy the highest
possible quantities of wheat and
rice from the farmers at ever-
increasing MSP. Since these pur-
chases are unrelated to the
requirement under the NFSA
(courtesy vote bank politics), sur-

plus stocks with agencies are
inevitable which they dispose of by
auctioning to private traders etc
under the Open Market Sale
Scheme (OMSS). Under OMSS ‘all
the bidders are compulsorily asked
to give an undertaking that they
won’t export it’.
One wonders whether a mere
declaration by private traders
acquiring such stocks would sat-
isfy the developed countries. We
have also seen instances of heav-
ily subsidized food (now free)
being smuggled to neighbouring
countries. It won’t come on record
but it disturbs the global demand-
supply equation.           
India should put everything on the
table and talk. It is widely recog-
nized that the formula for the
computation of AMS under the
AoA suffers from several flaws.
The ERP used for comparing
with MSP (albeit current) dates
back to 1986-88. This is bound to
“artificially” inflate the subsidy. By
using the current ERP, India’s
subsidy will automatically go
below the 10 per cent threshold.   
Besides, AoA calculation doesn’t
exclude subsidies given to
resource-poor farmers. These
farmers mostly produce food for
self-consumption meaning they
don’t have a surplus to sell. So, the
question of subsidies to them
distorting trade doesn’t arise.
Their exclusion will also reduce
the AMS.      
Meanwhile, the government
should end the open-ended pro-
curement and restrict purchase
only to what is required for giving
to the NFSA beneficiaries. It
should also consider switching to
‘giving subsidy in cash’ using DBT
mode.

(The writer is a policy analyst;
views are personal)

In a meeting of the Committee on
Agriculture (CoA) of the World
Trade Organization (WTO) – held
on October 2, 2023, in Geneva, the
European Union (EU) agreed to

consider India’s demand for a permanent
solution to public stock-holding (PSH)
program for food security. This is a sig-
nificant change of stance since March
2023, when the EU along with the USA
and Canada had challenged it.
The issue will be taken up for delibera-
tion in the 13th ministerial conference
(MC) of the WTO (World Trade
Organization), scheduled from February
26-29, 2024 in Abu Dhabi. The MC is the
highest decision-making body of the
global trade watchdog (read: WTO) that
includes 164 member countries.  
While, the USA and EU countries want
a comprehensive discussion on agricul-
ture encompassing the value-chain, mar-
ket access, and export restrictions besides
the PSH program, India has categorical-
ly stated “it won’t negotiate any other issue
in the agriculture sector till a permanent
solution on PSH is found”.
It has also conveyed that support mea-
sures given to its poor farmers like input
subsidies such as on electricity, irrigation,
fertilizer and even direct transfers are
non-negotiable.
Under the PSH program, government
agencies like the Food Corporation of
India (FCI) buy agri-produce such as
wheat, rice/paddy, and coarse cereals from
farmers at the minimum support price
(MSP) and distribute it at a subsidized
price of Rs 2/3/1 per kg respectively to
meet the needs of India’s poor and vul-
nerable population under the National
Food Security Act (NFSA) that was
enacted in 2013. From January 1, 2023,
these staple foods are given to the bene-
ficiaries ‘free’; initially in force till
December 31, 2023, this arrangement has
been continued for five years till
December 31, 2028.      
The excess of MSP plus handling, stor-
age and distribution cost over the realiza-
tion from the sale (that is, Rs 2/3/1 per
kg prior to January 1, 2023, and ‘zero’
thereafter) is paid as a subsidy from the
Union Budget. This can be bifurcated into
two components (a) subsidy to the
farmer, which is the excess of MSP of, say,
rice over its international price also
known as External Reference Price (ERP)
in WTO parlance and (b) subsidy to the
food consumer, being the excess of ERP
over the price paid which currently is ‘nil’.
The WTO is concerned with (a) brand-
ed as “product-specific” subsidies. It
requires some explanation.
The international price/ERP of any com-
modity is based on global demand-sup-
ply forces and is determined in a compet-
itive manner. All farmers irrespective of
their country of location are expected to
receive this price. In case, because of the
intervention by the government of a
member country say India, the farmers
therein receive a price/MSP higher than
this, they are presumed to have been sub-
sidized to the extent of excess of MSP over
ERP.      
The WTO is also concerned with subsi-
dies on agricultural inputs like fertilisers,
seeds, irrigation, power, etc., referred to
as “non-product specific” subsidies.
The developed countries argue that such
subsidies distort international trade;
hence these need to be curbed. Their
argument found acceptance at the WTO.
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APakistani high court on
Wednesday reserved its

verdict on a petition seeking
the dismissal of a case chal-
lenging the ‘un-Islamic’ mar-
riage of jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan to his
third wife, Bushra Bibi. The
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
Chief Justice Aamer Farooq
heard the case filed by Bibi’s
ex-husband, Khawar Maneka,
in November last year, The
Express Tribune newspaper
reported.

It sought legal action
against 71-year-old Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party
supremo Khan for marrying
his present wife while she was
reportedly on iddat period.
The iddat period (three
months) is a waiting period
that a Muslim woman must
observe on account of the
death of her husband or the
dissolution of the marriage.

During the hearing on
Wednesday, PTI party lawyer
Salman Akram Raja said that
the case was only aimed at
humiliating the petitioners,
highlighting that the com-
plaint against Khan’s marriage
was filed five years and 11
months after the nikkah in
November 2023. The counsel
for Maneka told the court
that witnesses had testified in
the trial court that Bibi was in
another marriage with Imran
at the time of their marriage
ceremony, the report said.
Following arguments by the
counsels of both parties, the
court reserved a verdict on the
case, it said.

Earlier this month, a trial
court indicted Khan and Bibi
in the marriage case. Bibi, 49,
hai ls  f rom a family of
landowners in Punjab. Her
first marriage, which lasted
about 30 years,  was to
Maneka, who is from a polit-
ically influential Punjab fam-
ily. Earlier in the day, an
accountability court sen-
tenced the former prime min-
ister and his wife, Bibi, to 14
years of rigorous imprison-
ment in a corruption case. In
the Toshakhana corruption
case, the jailed PTI founder
was accused of retaining
expensive state gifts they
received during his tenure as
Pakistan’s premier.
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The leaders of five European
Union countries urged

their neighbours and allies
Wednesday to ramp up mili-
tary support for Ukraine, while
the bloc’s defence ministers
debated ways to help meet the
war-ravaged country’s ammu-
nition shortfall. In their appeal,
the leaders of the Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Germany and the Netherlands
warned that Europe’s security
is tied to the fighting that
started almost two years ago
with Russia’s invasion of its
neighbour.

“Our ability to continue to
support and sustain Ukraine’s
defense, both during the win-
ter and in the longer term, is
decisive,” they wrote in the
Financial Times newspaper.
“In fact, it is a matter of our
common European security.”
With neither Russian nor
Ukrainian troops demonstrat-
ing an advantage in the drawn-
out conflict, fears are growing

that public support for
Ukraine’s war effort is waning.
EU and NATO leaders, who are
among Ukraine’s main backers,
have shifted from praising the
country’s battlefield gains to
celebrating its ability to survive
against a more powerful enemy.

The prospect of Donald
Trump returning to the White
House after the US presidential
election in November is also
driving leaders and military
officers to demand that Europe
must do more to defend itself.
During his last term, Trump
undermined confidence among
NATO allies that the US would
back them in a security crisis.

In the Financial Times,
the five leaders said it was vital
to speed up arms deliveries up
given that the war was unlike-
ly to end soon. “Russia doesn’t
wait for anybody, and we need
to act now. If Ukraine loses, the
long-term consequences and
costs will be much higher for
all of us,” they wrote. “We
Europeans have a special
responsibility. Therefore, we

must act. Europe’s future
depends on it.”

According to EU estimates,
Ukraine was firing around
4,000 to 7,000 artillery shells
each day last summer, while
Russia was launching more
than 20,000 shells a day in its
neighbour’s territory. Russia’s
arms industry far outweighs
Ukraine’s, and Kyiv has relied
on Western help to match
Moscow’s firepower.

Yet the 27-nation EU’s
plans to produce 1 million
artillery rounds for Ukraine
have fallen short, with only
about a third of the target met.
Senior EU officials have said
they now expect the European
defence industry to be capable
of producing around 1 million
shells annually by the end of
this year. But the shells will not
arrive quickly. NATO’s pro-
curement agency said last week
that delivery of ammunition
orders can take anywhere from
24 to 36 months. Even the five
leaders conceded that deliver-
ies could take a year.
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The billionaire sultan who
rules Malaysia’s Johor state

was sworn in as the nation’s
new king on Wednesday under
a unique rotating monarchy
system. Sultan Ibrahim
Iskandar, 65, took his oath of
office at the palace and signed
the instrument of the procla-
mation of office in a ceremo-
ny witnessed by other royal
families, Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim and Cabinet members.
A coronation ceremony will be
held later.

One of the richest men in
the country, Sultan Ibrahim has
an extensive business empire
ranging from real estate to
telecoms and power plants.
The candid monarch has close
ties with Anwar and his rule

could bolster Anwar’s unity
government, which faces a
strong Islamic opposition. Nine
ethnic Malay state rulers have
taken turns as king for five-year
terms under the world’s only
such system since Malaysia
gained independence from
Britain in 1957. Malaysia has 13
states but only nine have royal
families, some that trace their
roots to centuries-old Malay
kingdoms that were indepen-
dent states until they were
brought together by the British. 

Sultan Ibrahim’s election to
the national throne by his fel-
low rulers in October was
widely expected based on an
established rotation order.
Sultan Nazrin, the ruler of
Perak state and next in line to
the throne, was reelected as
deputy king.

*���>!��,/�
Known as the Yang Di-

Pertuan Agong, or He Who is
Made Lord, the king plays a
largely ceremonial role, as
administrative power is vested
in the prime minister and
Parliament. The monarch is
the nominal head of the gov-
ernment and armed forces,
and is highly regarded as the
protector of Islam and Malay
tradition. All laws, Cabinet
appointments and the dissolu-
tion of Parliament for general
elections require his assent.
The king has the power to pro-
claim an emergency and par-
don criminals. 

Sultan Ibrahim succeeded
Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad
Shah of Pahang state, who
presided over a tumultuous
period that included COVID-

19 lockdowns and political
instability. The political influ-
ence of the king has grown in
recent years. Sultan Abdullah
intervened in the past to decide
who became prime minister,
including naming Anwar as
prime minister after 2022 gen-
eral elections led to a hung 
parliament. Sultan Ibrahim
has indicated he will maintain
a hands-on approach. He said
in a media interview last
month that he would not want
to waste five years on the
throne as a “puppet king” but
will focus on fighting graft and
deepening unity in the coun-
try. The sultan and other rulers
have also warned against
attempts by the opposition to
oust Anwar’s government, call-
ing instead for political 
stability.
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Sultan Ibrahim, whose
mother is English, is also vocal
about welfare issues and takes
annual road trips on his motor-
bike to meet the people in his
state. He has also made no
secret of his wealth. Earlier
Wednesday, the sultan flew
from Johor to Kuala Lumpur
on his private jet, a gold -and-
blue Boeing 737. Apart from a
fleet of jets, he has an extensive
collection of cars and motorcy-
cles, as well as properties
abroad. Sultan Ibrahim is also
the only ruler with a private
army — a condition agreed
upon for the state to join mod-
ern-day Malaysia. Sultan
Ibrahim’s high corporate pro-
file — including a stake in the
multibillion-dollar Forest City

development project in Johor
with China’s beleaguered devel-
oper Country Garden — has
raised eyebrows amid con-
cerns of a possible conflict of
interest. He has said in the
media interview recently that
he plans to revive a high-speed
rail link project with Singapore
and bolster the troubled Forest
City project.

But the sultan has defend-
ed his business dealings. In
2015, he quipped that he has to
“earn a living, like ordinary
Malaysians” as he cannot rely
on his 27,000 ringgit ($5,700)
monthly state allowance. His
wife Raja Zarith Sofiah, who is
from another royal family, is an
Oxford graduate and a prolif-
ic writer who has authored sev-
eral children’s books. They
have five sons and a daughter.  
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China on Wednesday
defended its President Xi

Jinping receiving the creden-
tials from the official of the
Taliban-headed interim gov-
ernment in Afghanistan, saying
that it is a “normal diplomatic
arrangement” and urged the
international community not to
exclude the Afghan militant
group even though it is yet to
respond to global concerns.

Xi on Tuesday received
the credentials of ambassadors
from several countries, includ-
ing from Bilal Karimi, the
Taliban-appointed Afghan
ambassador in what was
termed the first diplomatic
recognition of the Taliban gov-
ernment in Kabul, which is yet
to get official recognition inter-
nationally. “It’s a normal diplo-
matic arrangement for China to
receive the new ambassador to
China sent by the Afghan inter-
im government and for him to
present his credentials to the

Chinese leader,” China’s
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin told a media
briefing here on Wednesday.
When asked to state clearly if
the move amounts to recogni-
tion of the Taliban government,
he said, “You asked whether
China officially recognises the
Afghan interim government? I
would like to say that China
believes that Afghanistan
should not be excluded from
the international community.”

China is committed to a
foreign policy of friendship
towards all Afghan people and
has maintained diplomatic ties
and exchange and cooperation
in various areas with
Afghanistan, Wang said.

“We hope that the interna-
tional community will step up
engagement and exchange with
the Afghan interim govern-
ment, encourage it to actively
respond to international con-
cerns, jointly help with
Afghanistan’s reconstruction
and development, and sup-

port Afghanistan’s effort to
combat violent terrorist forces
and contribute to regional
peace, stability and prosperity,”
he said. Without referring to
the global concerns over the
Taliban’s ban on women’s edu-
cation and work and its disin-
clination to share power with
other political groups in the
war-torn country, Wang said
China hopes Afghanistan will
further respond to the expec-
tations of the international
community.

Meanwhile, Zabihullah
Mujahid, the Taliban’s chief
spokesperson, on Tuesday said,
“China has understood what
the rest of the world has not.”

“We are not in a unipolar
world,” he posted on X, while
calling on Russia, Iran and
other countries to take similar
steps and upgrade bilateral
diplomatic relations with Kabul.
According to the state-run
Xinhua news agency, Xi told the
new ambassadors that China is
seeking deep friendship and

mutually beneficial cooperation
with their countries. Matthew
Miller, spokesperson for the US
State Department, said whether
Beijing has officially recog-
nised the Taliban regime is for
Chinese officials to clarify.

“I have seen some com-
ments from them to the con-
trary,” Miller told Voice of
America (VOA) on Tuesday.
For the US, Miller said, the
Taliban’s relationship with the
international community
depends on their actions.
“China may be getting ready to
break ranks and take the final
technical step either within the
UN system or outside of it
through a bilateral initiative,”
Omar Samad, a former Afghan
ambassador was quoted as say-
ing by VOA. China along with
Pakistan and Russia maintained
its embassy in Kabul after the
Taliban took control of
Afghanistan in August 2021,
following the withdrawal of
American troops from the
country.
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Pakistan’s former prime min-
ister Imran Khan and his

wife Bushra Bibi were sen-
tenced on Wednesday to 14
years of rigorous imprison-
ment each in a corruption
case, a day after the beleaguered
leader was given a 10-year jail
term for leaking state secrets.

The verdict by an account-
ability court, which comes
eight days before the February
8 general elections, has added
to the legal woes of the 71-year-
old cricketer-turned-politician’s
bid to return to power. Khan is
already serving a three-year jail
term after being convicted of
corruption in a separate
Toshakhana case on August 5
last year.

Khan’s party, the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) faced
numerous troubles before the
election starting with the denial
of its election symbol, the
cricket bat, to the rejection of
nomination papers of Khan,
former foreign minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi and sever-
al other party leaders.
Accountability Court Judge
Mohammad Bashir conducted
the hearing at Rawalpindi’s
Adiala Jail, where Khan is
incarcerated.

In the Toshakhana cor-
ruption case, he was accused of
retaining expensive state gifts
they received during his tenure
as Pakistan’s premier from
2018-2022. Khan and his wife
were also barred from holding
any public office for 10 years
and slapped with a fine of Rs
787 million each. Bushra Bibi,
49, did not appear before the
court on Wednesday.

At the outset of the hear-
ing, Judge Bashir asked Khan
if he recorded his statement. To
this, the former premier said
that he would submit his state-
ment once his lawyers came. “I
have been deceived as I was
only called to mark my atten-
dance for the hearing,” Khan
said. Following the verdict,
Bushra Bibi arrived at the
Adiala jail and surrendered
before the authorities.

“Why are you in a hurry?
Even yesterday, the conviction
was announced in haste,” the
ex-prime minister said, refer-
ring to the verdict in the cipher
case a day earlier. “My lawyers
are not here yet. I will submit
the statement after showing it
to them when they come,”

Imran said, adding that he
had appeared before the court
only to mark his attendance.

He then exited the court-
room, after which the court
sentenced the ex-premier and
his wife in absentia. Khan won
the election in 2018 on a tick-
et of anti-corruption, but has
been embroiled in political
controversy and alleged cor-
ruption cases since he was
dramatically ousted in a parlia-
mentary no-confidence vote in
April 2022. Reacting to the ver-
dict, PTI’s current chief Gohar
Khan said the judgment only
served to lower the respect of
the judiciary. “The accused
were not given time and the
process was hurried to con-
clude the trial,” he said, adding
that the defence was not given
the right of cross-examina-
tion. “Complete destruction of
every existing law in Pakistan
in 2 days. Imran Khan and
Bushra Bibi have faced yet
another kangaroo trial in which
no right to defence was given
to both. Like cipher, this case
has no basis to stand in any
Higher court. It’s shameful
how a complete disregard and
mockery of law is in place,” PTI
said in a post on X. Separately,
the PTI in a statement said that
these decisions, reached in
haste, cannot impact the fer-
vour, any PTI supporter talks
of, around election time.

It alleged that the star wit-
ness was changed and a witness
who’s a part-time worker did an
evaluation of gifts by showing
photos, while no cross-ques-
tioning was allowed, no final
argument concluded and deci-
sion popped up like a predeter-
mined process in play.

“This ridiculous decision
will also be challenged,” the

party announced. Khan’s sister
Aleema Khan said that the
“judicial system has buried
itself ” today. Last month, the
National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) filed a fresh case against
the two in an accountability
court for retaining a jewellery
set which included necklaces,
earrings, bracelets and a ring
worth Rs 1.57 billion received
from the Saudi crown prince
against undervalued assess-
ment. Khan and Bushra had
only paid Rs 9 million and had
fixed the price of the jewellery
set through a private firm,
reports said. The sentence
comes just a day after a special
court established under the
Official Secrets Act sentenced
Khan and Qureshi to 10 years
in prison for the breach of state
secrets. The latest conviction
and sentencing are Khan’s third
since 2022 when he was oust-
ed from power in 2022.

Previously, Khan was con-
victed in the Toshakhana case
on August 5, and sentenced to
three years’ imprisonment. The
previous Toshakhana case was
filed by the Election
Commission of Pakistan in
the charges of hiring the sale of
state gifts. According to reports,
Khan and his wife received 108
gifts from various heads of
state, out of which they kept 58
gifts. They were also underval-
ued by them while paying a
mandatory price to the state.

Under the rules governing
Toshakhana - a Persian word
meaning “treasure house” -
government officials can keep
gifts by paying a price for
them but first the gift should be
deposited. The two either failed
to deposit the gift or got it for
a low price by allegedly using
their authority.

The Hague (AP): The United
Nations’ top court is ruling on
Wednesday in a case in which
Ukraine accuses Russia of
bankrolling rebels in 2014 and
discriminating against Crimea’s
multiethnic community since
its annexation of the region. It
is the first of two decisions by
the International Court of
Justice linked to the decadelong
conflict between Russia and
Ukraine that exploded into a
full-blown war nearly two years
ago.

Wednesday’s legally bind-
ing final ruling comes in a case
filed in 2017, accusing Moscow
of breaching conventions
against discrimination and the
financing of terrorism. Kyiv
wants the court to order
Moscow to pay reparations for
attacks and crimes in eastern
Ukraine, including the down-
ing of Malaysia Airlines Flight
17, which was shot down by
Russia-backed rebels on July
17, 2014, killing all 298 passen-

gers and crew. At hearings last
year, a lawyer for Ukraine,
David Zionts, said that pro-
Russia forces in eastern
Ukraine “attacked civilians as
part of a campaign of intimida-
tion and terror. Russian money
and weapons fuelled this cam-
paign.” Among the attacks was
the downing of MH17. A
Dutch domestic court convict-
ed two Russians and a pro-
Moscow Ukrainian in
November 2022 for their roles
in attack and sentenced them
in their absence to life impris-
onment. Also, the Netherlands
and Ukraine are suing Moscow
at the European Court of
Human Rights over MH17.
Russia denies involvement.

Another lawyer for
Ukraine, Harold Koh, said that
in Crimea, Russia “sought to
replace the multiethnic com-
munity that had characterised
Crimea before Russia’s inter-
vention with discriminatory
Russian nationalism.”
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European Union leaders at a
summit on Thursday will

focus on the one member state
blocking a 50-billion-euro
(USD 54 billion) war support
package for Ukraine: Hungary,
the country in the bloc with the
closest ties to Russia. Almost
two years after Russian
President Vladimir Putin
launched the invasion of
Ukraine, the war has ground to
a virtual stalemate and Ukraine
desperately needs financial
assistance.

“Securing agreement is
vital for our credibility, and not
least for our commitment to
provide steadfast support to
Ukraine,” EU Council president
Charles Michel said in his invi-
tation letter to leaders of the 27-
member bloc. The aid requires
unanimous support. But
Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban vetoed it at a pre-
vious summit in December
and continues to oppose it.

“In December, we still had
a little time. But from March
onwards, Ukraine will start

running into difficulties
according to international
financial institutions,” a senior
EU diplomat warned ahead of
the meeting in Brussels. The
official spoke on condition of
anonymity in accordance with
EU practices. For most EU
countries, helping Ukraine is
crucial to protect the bloc from
Russia’s threats and maintain its
credibility on the global stage.

“Ukraine is on European
soil. It is a European country.
And if we want a peaceful and
stable Europe, we need to be
credible in terms of our own
security and defense vis-à-vis
all our neighbours,” French
president Emmanuel Macron
said. Orban has repeatedly
angered EU leaders since
Russia’s full-scale invasion in
2022. He criticised EU sanc-
tions on Russia as being large-
ly ineffective and counter-pro-
ductive. He pushed for peace
talks between Moscow and
Kyiv, though he hasn’t detailed
what that might mean for
Ukraine’s territorial integrity.

At the previous EU sum-
mit, however, Orban did not

prevent the EU from starting
membership negotiations with
Ukraine. Concerned about
democratic backsliding by
Orban’s government, the EU
has frozen Hungary’s access to
tens of billions of euros in
funds. Hungary, with its own
economic concerns, has
responded by vetoing some
EU political decisions.

Instead of unlocking the
new aid for Ukraine, Orban has
proposed to split it into annu-
al tranches and introduce a
review mechanism. But that
idea has not been well received
because it would allow Orban
to block the money later.

If the stalemate remains, it
will not mean that Ukraine will
suddenly be deprived of EU
assistance. The EU diplomat
said leaders will make sure it
won’t impact Ukraine in the
short term. The 26 other coun-
tries could decide, on a volun-
tary basis, to decouple the aid
from the EU budget. But it’s not
their favourite option since it
would require approval from
several national parliaments,
creating more uncertainty.
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Moscow (AP): The lower
house of Russian parliament on
Wednesday approved a bill
that would allow the confisca-
tion of money, valuables and
other assets from those convict-
ed on charges of spreading
“deliberately false information”
about the country’s military.
The State Duma swiftly voted
to approve the bill, which is
now expected to quickly sail
through the upper house and
be signed by President
Vladimir Putin.

Duma speaker Vyacheslav
Volodin has said that the new
law would apply to people who
are convicted of publicly incit-
ing “extremist activities” or
calling for actions that would
hurt the security of the state, as
well as “discrediting” the armed
forces. Discrediting the armed
forces is a criminal offense
under a law adopted as part of
a sweeping government crack-
down on dissent after Moscow
sent troops into Ukraine in
February 2022. “Everyone who
tries to destroy Russia, who
betrays it, must suffer the
deserved punishment and pay
compensation for the damage
inflicted on the country, at the
cost of their property,” Volodin
said. The proposed law does
not appear to include real
estate among the assets that can
be seized. The existing law
against “discrediting” the
Russian military, which covers
offenses such as “justifying
terrorism” and spreading “fake
news” about the armed forces,
has been used extensively to
silence Putin’s critics. 
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Kyiv (AP): Russia’s Defence
Ministry says Russia and
Ukraine have exchanged 195
prisoners of war each. The
Russian Defence Ministry said
the swap was conducted on
Wednesday. The announce-
ment came a week after Russia
alleged that Ukrainian forces
shot down a military transport
plane carrying Ukrainian pris-
oners of war who were to be
swapped for Russian POWs.
The Defence Ministry said that
missiles fired from across the
border brought down the trans-
port plane in Russia’s Belgorod
region on January 24.
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Beijing (PTI): China’s national
political advisory body has
expelled a prominent Chinese
rocket scientist from its Standing
Committee for corruption, as the
People’s Liberation Army contin-
ues the purge of its missile force
previously headed by the dis-
missed defence minister Gen. Li
Shangfu. The decision to expel
Wang Xiaojun from the 14th
Standing Committee of the
Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference
(CPPCC) was taken at its meet-
ing here on Monday, state-run
Xinhua news agency reported.

The Standing Committee is
composed of a core group of
senior members. Wang is formal-
ly expected to be expelled from
the CPPCC during its annual ses-
sion here next month as the
Standing Committee doesn’t have
the power to do so.   Wang’s
expulsion is considered significant
as he led the development of the
Long March 7 rockets used to
carry essential supplies to China’s
under-construction space sta-
tion called Tiangong, as well as

launching satellites. Besides being
the leading rocket scientist, Wang
also led the China Academy of
Launch Vehicle Technology, a
premier research body.

His expulsion followed the
government’s probe into allega-
tions of corruption against the top
officials of the Chinese military’s
key wing, the People’s Liberation
Army Rocket Force.

It adds to the mystery of last
month’s major purge of the
Chinese military in which nine
senior generals of the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA), includ-
ing senior officials of the country’s
Rocket Force, were dismissed
from China’s Parliament— the
National People’s Congress,
(NPC). The Force, which handles
the PLA’s missiles division, was
previously headed by former
Defence Minister Gen. Li
Shangfu, who was summarily dis-
missed last year on the charges of
corruption. The dismissal of Li,
whose whereabouts are not
known yet, came after that of
Foreign Minister Qin Gang, who
met a similar fate.
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Hours after the Prosecutor
General of Maldives was

attacked by unidentified per-
sons on Monday, a blame
game has erupted between
the ruling and the opposition
parties that called the attack
“politically motivated,” accord-
ing to local media and social
media reports. “Prosecutor
General Hussain Shameem
was attacked on a street in
Male City. He is receiving
treatment for his injuries at the
ADK Hospital,” Sun.mv, a
news portal, said.

Former Maldivian presi-
dent Ibrahim Mohamed Solih
described the attack as “polit-
ically motivated,” prompting
the Home Minister Ali Ihusan
to ask him to share informa-
tion to back his claim. In a
post on X, Solih, also the
interim leader of the largest
opposition outfit ,  the
Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP), said: “Politically moti-
vated acts of violence have no

place in a democratic society
and I call on the government
to be swift in bringing the per-
petrators to justice.”

Home Minister Ali Ihusan
asked Solih to share informa-
tion to back his claim that the
violent attack on Prosecutor
General Shameem was politi-
cally motivated. Responding to
Solih’s post on X from his offi-
cial designation’s handle of
Minister of Homeland
Security and Technology,
Ihusan said, “Maldives police
(@PoliceMv) is currently
investigating this case. Former
President declaring that the
attack was ‘politically motivat-
ed’ suggests that former
President has credible infor-
mation about motive and peo-
ple behind this attack.”

“I would like to request
former President to please
share the credible information
referred here with the Police
immediately. I have asked
investigators to coordinate
with former Presidents office
in this regard. Police is treat-

ing this case as top priority and
will bring perpetrators to jus-
tice,” he said.

Meanwhile, condemning
the attack on Shameem, the
MDP said in a statement:
“The alleged close ties between
top government officials and
criminal gangs were resulting
in open violent assaults on top
state officials.” The MDP
accused President Muizzu’s
administration of failing to
provide proper protection to
officials charged with fulfilling
constitutional duties and
responsibilities.

“This party also notes that
after having successfully dri-
ven down violent assaults in
the Maldives during the for-
mer administration, such
crimes have increased after
President Muizzu took office,”
the portal reported, quoting
the MDP statement.

Muizzu, considered to be
close to China, defeated India-
friendly incumbent Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih in the presi-
dential runoff held in

September last year. “This
party believes that such fear-
less attacks on top state offi-
cials are a result of the close
ties that top government offi-
cials have with criminal
groups operating in the
Maldives, and because of the
protection the government
provides these criminal
groups,” the opposition party
said

The MDP also called on
the government “to sever its
alleged ties with criminal
groups,” and to run a proper
investigation into the attack on
Shameem and bring the per-
petrators to justice.

The Prosecutor General’s
Office (PGO) said in a state-
ment that Shameem was
attacked with a weapon by two
people on a motorbike. “While
neither the PGO nor the police
have specified the type of
weapon used, a police
spokesperson had said earlier
that they had ruled out the use
of a sharp-edged weapon,” the
news portal said.
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The US has announced a
major overhaul of its annu-

al lottery for the H-1B special-
ity occupation visas, popular
among Indian IT professionals,
to curtail the potential for fraud
and improve and streamline the
registration system.Separately,
the US on January 29 has for-
mally launched a pilot pro-
gramme to renew the much
sought-after H-1B visas domes-
tically, a move that is likely to
benefit thousands of Indian
tech professionals.

The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows US
companies to employ foreign
workers in speciality occupa-
tions that require theoretical or
technical expertise.

Technology companies
depend on it to hire tens of
thousands of employees each
year from countries like India
and China. The new over-
hauled system, among other
things, includes the provision of
a beneficiary-centric selection
process for registrations by
employers. As a result, unlike in

the past when multiple applica-
tions by an individual often
resulted in abuse in fraud of the
system, the H-1B visa applica-
tions would now be counted
and accepted based on individ-
ual applicants.

Even if one individual files
multiple applications for vari-
ous companies, they would be
counted as one application
based on their personal creden-
tials like passport numbers.

US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
also announced a set of new
rules which are aimed at
strengthening the integrity of
and reducing the potential for
fraud in the H-1B registration
process.

This includes reducing the
potential for gaming the regis-
tration system and ensuring
each beneficiary would have the
same chance of being selected,
regardless of the number of reg-
istrations submitted on their
behalf, the federal agency said
on Tuesday.

“We’re always looking for
ways to bolster integrity and

curtail the potential for fraud
while improving and streamlin-
ing our application processes,”
said USCIS Director Ur M
Jaddou.

“The improvements in
these areas should make H-1B
selections more equitable for
petitioners and beneficiaries
and will allow for the H-1B
process to be fully electronic
from registration, if applicable,
until final decision and trans-
mission of approved petitions to
the Department of State,” he
said.USCIS also said the initial
registration period for the fis-
cal 2025 H-1B cap will open at
noon on March 6 and run
through March 22. 

During this period,
prospective petitioners and
their representatives, if applic-
able, must use a USCIS online
account to register each bene-
ficiary electronically for the
selection process and pay the
associated registration fee for
each beneficiary.

Starting February 28, com-
panies will be allowed to open
their account which can be used
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With Israel’s construction
sector suffering a severe

manpower crisis post the
October 7 conflict with
Hamas, some 10,000 workers
from India are to make their
way here starting next week,
industry sources said on
Wednesday. These 10,000
workers will reach in batches
of 700 to 1,000 a week, a
source in the Israel’s Builders
Association (IBA) told PTI
here.

With Israel’s latest conflict
with Hamas in Gaza a little
short of four months, and a
ban on the entry of Palestinian
workers and the departure of
several thousand other foreign
workers, the Israeli construc-
tion industry has been facing
a deep crisis and several ongo-
ing projects are getting either
stalled or delayed.

Following the conflict,
Israel has banned the entry of
Palestinian workers. The
departure of several thousand
other foreign workers, the
Israeli construction industry
has been facing a deep crisis.

Israeli business daily The
Calcalist in a report in Hebrew
last week said that the quota
of foreign manpower for the
construction industry has
been increased from 30,000 to
50,000 and that the Israeli gov-
ernment last month approved
the arrival of 10,000 workers
from India. The IBA source
confirmed to PTI that the
details in the Calcalist report

were correct.
When asked about the

arrival of the first batch of
workers, the source said, “We
hope they’ll come next week.”

The workers to arrive in
Israel would be part of the pri-
vate recruitment track, which
was approved by the govern-
ment in parallel with the bilat-
eral (inter-governmental)
track to enable rapid recruit-
ment of workers into the con-
struction industry.

The IBA is looking to
hire workers also from other
countries such as Mexico,
Kenya and Malawi. Screening
of workers is said to have
begun three weeks ago in
India, Sri Lanka and
Uzbekistan. “To date, out of
about 8,000 workers exam-
ined, about 5,500 have been
found suitable for work in
Israel – the vast majority
Indian,” The Calcalist had
reported.

“The Indian construction
workers are at a high profes-
sional level. Many of them
were previously employed in
the Gulf countries, so these are
skilled manpower. Most of
them are fluent in English, and
those who have worked in the
Gulf also know Arabic, which
is a great advantage,” an indus-
try source was quoted by the
business daily as saying.

The selection process is
led by IBA’s CEO Igal Slovik
and Izchak Gurvitz, who
heads the association’s division
dealing with workers’ issues
and the selection team.
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The European Union plans
to launch a naval mission

in the Red Sea within three
weeks to help defend cargo
ships against attacks by Houthi
rebels in Yemen that are ham-
pering trade and driving up
prices, the bloc’s top diplomat
said Wednesday.

EU foreign policy chief
Josep Borrell said he wants the
mission to be up and running
by February 17. Officials say
that seven EU countries are
ready to provide ships or
planes. Belgium has already
committed to send a frigate.
Germany is expected to do the
same. Last week, US and
British forces bombed multiple
targets in eight locations used
by the Iranian-backed Houthis.
It was the second time the two
allies have conducted coordi-
nated retaliatory strikes on
the rebels’ missile-launching
capabilities. The Houthis have
waged a persistent campaign of
drone and missile attacks on
commercial ships since the
start of the Israel-Hamas war

in October, but Borrell insist-
ed that the EU mission will not
take part in any military
strikes. “This is the purpose:
protection of the ships.
Intercepting of the attacks
against the ships. Not partici-
pating in any kinds of actions
against the Houthis. Only
blocking the attacks of the
Houthis,” Borrell told reporters
before chairing a meeting of
EU defence ministers in
Brussels.

The ministers were expect-
ed to decide later on
Wednesday which member
country should lead the naval
effort — France, Greece and
Italy are vying for that role —

and where the mission’s head-
quarters should be based.

Borrell said that business-
es have been demanding EU
action, given the trade impli-
cations of forcing merchant
ships to bypass the Red Sea on
their way to and from Europe.

“Many European firms
asked us to do that because
their business model is suffer-
ing a lot due to the high
increase in cost and having to
go down to South Africa,” he
said, referring to the alternative
route that commercial ships are
taking. “It’s affecting prices, it’s
affecting inflation. So, it’s a nat-
ural endeavor for us to try to
avoid this risk.” 

to start and complete the reg-
istration process.

USCIS said this final rule
contains provisions that will
create a beneficiary-centric
selection process for registra-
tions by employers, codify start
date flexibility for certain peti-
tions subject to the congression-
ally mandated H-1B cap, and
add more integrity measures
related to the registration
process. According to USCIS,
under the beneficiary-centric
process, registrations will be
selected by a unique beneficia-
ry rather than by registration.
This new process is designed to
reduce the potential for fraud
and ensure each beneficiary
would have the same chance of
being selected, regardless of
the number of registrations
submitted on their behalf by an
employer, it said.

Starting with fiscal 2025,
which begins on October 1,
2024, initial registration period,
USCIS will require registrants
to provide valid passport infor-

mation or valid travel docu-
ment information for each ben-
eficiary.

The passport or travel doc-
ument provided must be the
one the beneficiary, if or when
abroad, intends to use to enter
the United States if issued an H-
1B visa. Each beneficiary must
only be registered under one
passport or travel document, it
said.

USCIS is also clarifying
requirements regarding the
requested employment start
date on certain petitions subject
to the congressionally mandat-
ed H-1B cap to permit filing
with requested start dates that
are after October 1 of the rele-
vant fiscal year, consistent with
current policy. Also, the H-1B
final rule codifies USCIS’ abil-
ity to deny or revoke H-1B peti-
tions where the underlying reg-
istration contained a false attes-
tation or was otherwise invalid.
Also under the new rule, USCIS
may deny or revoke the
approval of an H-1B petition if

it determines that the fee asso-
ciated with the registration is
declined, not reconciled, dis-
puted, or otherwise invalid
after submission, it said.

In a statement, American
Immigration Lawyers
Association (AILA) Director of
Government Relations
Sharvari Dalal-Dheini said the
new H-1B registration process
will revise how lottery registra-
tion is run and create a more
equitable system.

“After last year’s registra-
tion period, when more than
750,000 registrations were sub-
mitted for 85,000 visas, it was
clear that the existing system
was unworkable. AILA and
our partners advocated for
exactly the sort of changes
announced in this rule;

changes that will ensure a
beneficiary-centric lottery
process to level the playing
field,” she said.“It is commend-
able that DHS took steps to
shift from a flawed model to
one that will create a fairer sys-
tem in time for this year’s reg-
istration period,” Dalal-Dheini
said.  

Meanwhile, the pilot pro-
gramme to renew the much
sought-after H-1B foreign
work visas domestically will
allow H-1B visa holders who
are currently in status to renew
their visas in the US before a
temporary trip abroad. An
announcement in this regard
was made during the historic
State visit of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in June last
year.
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Aday ahead of the interim
budget, India has slashed

the import duty on spare parts,
like battery cover, lens and SIM
socket, used in mobile phone
manufacturing to 10 per cent,
from 15 per cent.
The duty cut is aimed at
boosting local production and
exports, as well as reducing
prices in local markets.
The finance ministry on
January 30, notified the cut in
duty on all goods for use in
manufacture of cellular mobile
phones to 10 per cent.
The other components include
battery cover, front, middle
and back cover of phone, main
lens, screw, SIM socket, or
other mechanical items.
Telecom Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw in a post on X said
the duty rationalisation would
strengthen the mobile phone

manufacturing ecosystem
through this measure.
“Rationalization of customs
duties brings much-needed
certainty and clarity for the
industry,” Vaishnaw said.
GTRI Co Founder Ajay
Srivastava said the duty cut will
have no impact on improving
export competitiveness of
mobile phones made in India
as all inputs, parts, and
components used in the
making of mobile phones for
exports can already be
imported at zero duty under
various government schemes
like SEZ, Advance
authorisation. Firms like Apple
use these schemes.
“The government should
watch out if the benefit of duty
cuts are passed to domestic
mobile phone buyers through
price cuts,” Srivastava said.
The Indian Cellular and
Electronics Association

(ICEA) Chairman Pankaj
Mohindroo said this is a
critical policy intervention by
the government towards
making mobile manufacturing
competitive in India.
“Electronics have improved
from the 9th position a few
years ago to India’s 5th largest
export in 2024. Mobiles

constitute over 52 per cent of
electronics exports thanks to
the Production-Linked
Incentive Scheme. This is the
first industry to leapfrog out of
import substitution to export-
led growth within the last 8
years,” Mohindroo said.
Nangia Andersen India
Associate Director- Indirect

Tax, Khushbu Trivedi, said, the
import duty on components
like battery covers, main
lenses, back covers, and other
plastic and metal mechanical
items has been decreased to 10
per cent with corresponding
inputs/ parts used in
manufacturing of a few
components brought down to
nil duty rate in order to
promote local manufacturing.
Additionally, duties on display
assembly parts for LCD panels
have been reduced to 10 per
cent for better alignment.
“The government has in effect
slashed the import duty on
mobile components with a
clear intention of boosting the
indigenous assembly of mobile
phones. This positive move is
poised to facilitate level playing
field to Indian companies by
enhancing their
competitiveness at the global
stage, ultimately contributing

to the growth of India’s export
sector,” Trivedi added.
SW India Practice Leader -
Indirect Tax Ankur Gupta said
in pursuit of becoming the
world’s fourth-largest cellular
mobile phone exporter, India is
strategically working towards
curbing the import of mobile
phone components as finished
products. “The government is
redirecting its focus towards
importing raw materials to
stimulate domestic
manufacturing of these crucial
components. The
implementation of the
Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme is a pivotal step
taken by the government to
incentivize manufacturers
within the mobile phone
industry, encouraging not only
the assembly of complete
devices but also the production
of individual parts,” Gupta
said.

Import duty on mobile parts cut to 10 per cent
(����4)4.�(

The RBI on Wednesday
barred Paytm Payments

Bank Ltd from accepting
deposits or top-ups in any cus-
tomer account, prepaid instru-
ments, wallets, and FASTags,
among others after February 29,
2024.
The Reserve Bank’s action
against Paytm Payments Bank
Ltd (PPBL) follows a
comprehensive system audit
report and subsequent
compliance validation report
of the external auditors.
These reports revealed
persistent non-compliances
and continued material
supervisory concerns in the
bank, warranting further
supervisory action, the RBI
said in a statement.

“No further deposits or credit
transactions or top ups shall be
allowed in any customer
accounts, prepaid instruments,
wallets, FASTags, NCMC
cards, etc. After February 29,
2024, other than any interest,
cashbacks, or refunds which
may be credited anytime,” it
said. The central bank further
said withdrawal or utilisation
of balances by its customers
from their accounts including
savings bank accounts, current
accounts, prepaid instruments,
FASTags, National Common
Mobility Cards are to be
permitted without any
restrictions, up to their
available balance.
The RBI in March 2022 had
directed PPBL to stop
onboarding new customers
with immediate effect.
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The government has appoint-
ed former expenditure sec-

retary Ajay Narayan Jha and SBI
Group Chief Economic Advisor
Soumya Kanti Ghosh, and two
other members of the newly-
constituted 16th Finance
Commission.
The commission, chaired by
former vice chairman of Niti
Aayog Arvind Panagariya, will
have 4 members, who will be
assisted by Secretary Ritvik
Ranjanam Pandey, two joint
secretaries and one economic
advisor.
Besides Jha, who was also a
member in the previous 15th
Finance Commission, retired
bureaucrat Annie George
Mathew and Artha Global
Executive Director Niranjan
Rajadhyaksha have been
appointed as full-time
members of the 16th Finance
Commission.
Soumya Kanti Ghosh will be a
part-time member, the finance
ministry said in a notification.
“The chairman and other
members of the commission
shall hold office from the date
on which they respectively
assume office up to the date of
submission of report or

October 31, 2025, whichever is
earlier,” the notification added.
The government constituted
the commission under the
chairmanship of Panagariya on
December 31, 2023. The panel
would submit its report to the
President by October 31, 2025.
The report would be covering
five-year period beginning
April 1, 2026.
Besides suggesting tax
devolution between the Centre
and states and revenue
augmentation measures, the
commission would review the
present arrangements for
financing disaster
management initiatives with
reference to the funds
constituted under the Disaster
Management Act, 2005.
Finance Commission is a
constitutional body that gives
suggestions on centre-state
financial relations.
The erstwhile 15th Finance
Commission under NK Singh
had recommended that states
be given 41 per cent of the
divisible tax pool of the Centre
during five-year period 2021-
22 to 2025-26, which is at the
same level as was
recommended by 14th Finance
Commission under Y V
Reddy.
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India’s gold demand witnessed
on-year decline of 3 per cent

at 747.5 tonnes in 2023, and
going ahead the spurt in
demand could be anywhere
between 800-900 tonnes, if
prices hold out and are not sig-
nificantly volatile, the World
Gold Council said in a report.
The country’s total gold
demand stood at 774.1 tonnes
in 2022, according to the
World Gold Council (WGC)
Gold Demand Trends report
2023.
“India’s gold demand in 2023
declined by 3 per cent to 747.5
tonnes, strongly influenced by
rising gold prices. Although
consumer interest remained
high, it lagged trade sentiment.
October’s price correction
during Navratri stimulated a
robust consumer response,

boosting Diwali sales in
November.
“However, demand declined in
December as gold prices
resumed an upward trend,
resulting in a 9 per cent drop in
fourth quarter jewellery
demand compared to the same
period of 2022,” WGC
Regional CEO, India,
Somasundaram PR told PTI.
Price of gold was volatile
throughout 2023, with the
yellow metal reaching a new
high of Rs 61,845 per 10 gm on
May 4 in the domestic market
and USD 2,083 an ounce in
global markets, and this trend
continued with the precious
metal reaching another high of
Rs 61,914 per 10 grams in
November 16.
Looking forward to 2024,
India’s gold demand should
benefit from ongoing positive
economic conditions and if the

prices hold out are not
significantly volatile there is
likely to be a big spurt in
demand which could be
anywhere between 800-900
tonnes, he said.
“The subdued demand range
of 700-800 tonnes since 2019
attributable to continuous rise
in prices, increase in duties,
stock market outperformance,

near-term elections spending
impact and acceptance of
elevated price levels, suggest
the potential for a spurt in
demand in the near future.
However, any short-term
impediments to higher
demand could arise from
another round of sharp price
hikes and volatility triggered
by global factors,” he added.

The total jewellery demand in
India dropped by 6 per cent to
562.3 tonnes in 2023,
compared to 600.6 tonnes in
the previous year, the report
stated.
Meanwhile, the total gold
investment demand in the
country grew by 7 per cent to
185.2 tonnes, compared to
173.6 tonnes in the previous
year, the WGC report said.
“Bar and coin investment in
India rebounded, growing by 7
per cent to 185 tonnes year-on-
year. The fourth quarter
demand touched 67 tonnes, 64
per cent above the five-year
quarterly average.
“The correction in gold prices
led to some robust investment
responses in third and fourth
quarters, supported by
increased interest from
physically backed gold ETF
investors, setting total holdings

in Indian-listed products to a
record 42 tonnes by year-end,”
Somasundaram said.
He said that recycling was 20
per cent higher due to low and
supportive higher prices but at
117 tonnes, could be
considered the normative
expected level. Total gold
imported to India in 2023 was
780.7 tonnes, up by 20 per cent
compared to 650.7 tonnes in
2022, according to the report.
“Net gold imports surged by 20
per cent to 780.7 tonnes in
2023, primarily due to
substantial inventory building
by the trade.
“In 2024, gold imports are
likely to be higher than the
demand. The various Free
Trade Agreements (FTAs)
India has inked with many
countries are expected to boost
gold imports further this year,”
noted Somasundaram.
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The Asian Development Bank on
Wednesday said it has garnered Rs 1,250

crore (about USD 150 million) through its
largest local currency green bond issue so
far.
The issue is structured as a 4-year
currency linked bond, with a one-time
repayment at maturity and carrying a
fixed interest rate of 6.72 per cent per year,
ADB said in a statement.
The bond is denominated in Indian rupees
but settled in United States dollars, with
returns to investors indexed to the
performance of the Indian currency, it
said.
Such bond structures are popularly known
as masala bonds in the Indian financial
community, it said.
Proceeds of the green bond will be
deployed to finance ADB’s private sector
renewable energy and green finance
projects, which adhere to ADB’s priority

for tackling climate change, building
climate and disaster resilience, and
enhancing environmental sustainability, it
said.
“Sustainability is a key driver for
international capital markets, and ADB is
long established as a regular issuer of green
bonds. The ability to finance climate
change projects with local currency green
bonds represents the apex of our ambition,
while contributing to capital market
development,” said ADB Treasurer Pierre
Van Peteghem.
The bond is listed on the Luxembourg

Stock Exchange. It was arranged by
Standard Chartered Bank and subscribed
by a group of the UK and US investors.
Investors were drawn to the benchmark
size for a local currency bond with a green
theme backed by a multilateral
development bank.
ADB has been a frequent borrower in the
Indian rupee bond market, debuting in the
domestic bond market in 2004 and
completing multiple masala bond issues
since 2014 to raise more than USD 1
billion equivalent.
The latest bond offering represents ADB’s
return to the Indian rupee bond market
after a 3-year hiatus. ADB issued its first
local currency green bond in Indian
rupees in 2017.
ADB is committed to achieving a
prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and
sustainable Asia and the Pacific, while
sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme
poverty. Established in 1966, it is owned by
68 members-49 from the region.
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India has emerged as the
world's second-largest pro-

ducer of mobile phones and
logged a five-fold increase in
mobile phone manufacturing in
the last decade, President
Droupadi Murmu said on
Wednesday, outlining the glob-
al acknowledgement of India's
prowess in digital transactions
and systems.
Her first address to a joint
sitting of the two Houses in the
new Parliament building
resonated with references to
the rapid expansion of the
startup ecosystem, nation's AI
push, speedy 5G roll-out, as
well as the semiconductor
sector investments.
Today, 46 per cent of the
world's total real-time digital
transactions take place in
India, she said, adding India is
among the leading digital
economies globally.
“Digital India has made life
and business much easier in
India. Today, the whole world
acknowledges this as a great
achievement of India. Even
developed countries do not
have a digital system like India
has,” she said.
Murmu noted that a record
1,200 crore transactions were
done through UPI last month.
“This amounts to a record
transaction of Rs 18 lakh
crore,” she said.
Further, India achieved the
fastest 5G roll-out in the world,
the President said, adding that
the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act will make the
digital space more secure.
The startup ecosystem has
expanded, growing from only a
few hundred startups in the
country to more than one lakh
today.
“Make in India and
Aatmanirbhar Bharat
campaigns have become our
strengths. Today, India is the

world's second-largest
producer of mobile phones.
During the last decade, there
has been a five-fold increase in
mobile phone manufacturing,”
she said.
Highlighting India's digital
clout, she said other countries
of the world are also now
providing the facility of
transactions through UPI.
Digital India has made
banking more convenient and
disbursement of loans easier.
The Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-
Mobile (JAM) trinity has
helped curb corruption,
weeding out fake beneficiaries,
and Rs 2.75 lakh crore of public
money was prevented from
going into the wrong hands.
“My government has so far
transferred Rs 34 lakh crore
through DBT. Thanks to Jan
Dhan Aadhar Mobile (JAM),
about 10 crore fake
beneficiaries have been
weeded out from the system.
This has helped prevent Rs
2.75 lakh crore from going into
wrong hands,” the president
said.
The facility of DigiLocker is
also making life easier, she said,
adding over 6 billion
documents have so far been
issued to its users.
Digital Health IDs of around
53 crore people have been
created under Ayushman
Bharat Health Account.
“The number of broadband
users has increased 14 times.
Nearly 2 lakh village
panchayats of the country have
been connected with optical
fiber. More than 4 lakh
common service centres have
been opened in villages. These
have become a major source of
employment,” she said.
The government has focused
on building modern facilities
for remote and faraway islands
like Andaman-Nicobar and
Lakshadweep, which had been
deprived of development.
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German carmaker
Mercedes-Benz is looking

to expand its presence in the
smaller cities in India where
demand for luxury models is
expected to grow robustly over
the next few years.
The automaker, which on
Wednesday introduced new
GLA and AMG GLE 53 mod-
els, plans to enhance its sales
and service infrastructure in
the non-metro cities to cater to
the needs of the increasing
number of customers.
“We are clearly seeing that
there is a lot of growth happen-
ing in mini metros in India and
we are now increasing cus-
tomer car parc in these cities,”
Mercedes-Benz India
Managing Director & CEO
Santosh Iyer told PTI in an
interaction.
To cater to the needs of the cus-
tomers, the company is open-
ing up 20 new workshops in 10
new cities like Jammu, Kanpur
and Patna, he added.
“So we are very clear that in
these mini metros, customers
should not be driving a car for
more than two hours to get the
service done. So you want to go

closer to these customer pock-
ets,” Iyer said.
The penetration of luxury cars
in such cities remains low as
compared to the metros and
thus offers more opportunities
for growth, he noted.
For Mercedes, top metros cur-
rently account for around 70
per cent of the sales annually.
“Rest 30 per cent comes
from...Mini metros and other
smaller markets,” Iyer stated.
The luxury car market in India
accounts for just over 1 per cent
of the total passenger vehicle
sales of around 40 lakh units
annually.
Mercedes-Benz is currently the
leading player in the market.
Iyer said for Mercedes-Benz in
the eight large cities and met-
ros, the penetration level is at
2.5 per cent but in the smaller
cities and towns, it is at 0.4 per
cent.
On Wednesday, the company
launched the new GLA SUV
priced between Rs 50.5 lakh
and Rs 56.9 lakh (ex-show-
room).
The AMG GLE 53 4MATIC
price starts at Rs 1.85 crore. It
can be customised with over
7,000 combinations with prices
going up to Rs 2.2 crore.
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Hoteliers are expecting a
more lenient tax structure

and an increased allocation in
Union Budget 2024-25, which
will give a boost to the tourism
industry.
Amandeep Singh Grover,
General Manager of Hilton
Goa is hopeful of reforms that
standardize offerings within
the tourism sector.
“This could involve
streamlining processes,
enhancing infrastructure, and
ensuring a consistent and
high-quality experience for
tourists. Standardization
would not only elevate the
overall appeal but also position
the country as a more enticing
destination for travellers,
ultimately driving growth and

sustainability in the hospitality
sector,” he said.
Also, a more lenient tax
structure would make
hospitality services more
accessible and attractive to
tourists.
“Outbound tourism is rapidly
picking up especially with
many countries implementing
‘visa-free’ or ‘visa-on-arrival’
strategies, it is important for us
to be competitive and relax
taxation and make it lucrative
for travellers,” he added.
Shilpi Khanna, General
Manager at Hyatt Centric, Juhu
said, “Operational costs in
hotels are a big challenge for
us. As costs rise, people’s
spending power will decrease
because of inflation,”
Khanna noted that the
hospitality industry was the

worst-hit sector during the
COVID-19 pandemic. 2023
was a good comeback year for
the sector, but it still could not
cover the losses.
“Our appeal to the
government is to please look
after the taxation policy of the
country. We are looking for
lower income tax for the
smoothness of the business,”
she said.
Khanna suggested that the
government should relax taxes
on LTAs (Leave Travel
Allowances) so that travel and
tourism are encouraged, which
will provide a big boost to the
hotel industry.
She also called for an increased
budget allocation for the
industry.
Harkaran Singh Seth, General
Manager of Radisson Blu

Mumbai International Airport
said, “The hotel industry is the
seventh pillar of the country.
There should be multiple
bodies to look after the hotels
for ease of business. There
should be a single window for
approval of our projects, for
faster implementations. It will
create easier ways for cash flow
and contribution towards the
economy.”
Singh said that easier loans will
create more opportunities for
the industry. He emphasised
on increasing the budget
allocation for the sector, saying
that the allocation should be
increased to Rs 3,000-3,500
crore.
“Reducing LTA would help
every employee for the future.
Domestic tourism should also
be increased by the
government,” Singh added.
He also emphasised on a
single-window approval
system.
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Benchmark equity indices climbed near-
ly 1 per cent on Wednesday on buying

in HDFC Bank and Reliance Industries.
Investors are eyeing the two important
events lined up ahead — the interim
budget and the US Fed interest rate
decision — to derive further cues from.
Recovering all the early lost ground, the
30-share BSE Sensex jumped 612.21
points or 0.86 per cent to settle at
71,752.11. During the day, it zoomed
711.49 points or 1 per cent to 71,851.39.
The Nifty climbed 203.60 points or 0.95
per cent to 21,725.70.
Among the Sensex firms, Sun Pharma,
Tata Motors, State Bank of India,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Maruti, Bajaj
Finserv, Power Grid and UltraTech
Cement were the major gainers.

Larsen & Toubro declined over 4 per cent
after its December quarter earnings. Titan
also ended lower from the 30-share pack.
In Asian markets, Tokyo, Shanghai and
Hong Kong ended lower while Seoul
settled in the green.
European markets were trading on a
mixed note. The US markets ended mostly
down on Tuesday.
“A positive build-up was reflected in

Indian markets prior to the interim
budget, although expectations are low, the
market anticipates a lower fiscal deficit
supported by buoyant tax revenues. The
overall trend in the market is akin to a see-
saw, and the buy-on-dips strategy is
effective as of now. Global market cues are
mixed ahead of the FOMC meeting, and
US 10-year yields were marginally down,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services.
Global oil benchmark Brent crude
declined 0.91 per cent to USD 82.12 a
barrel.
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs)
offloaded equities worth Rs 1,970.52 crore
on Tuesday, according to exchange data.
The BSE benchmark fell by 801.67 points
or 1.11 per cent to settle at 71,139.90 on
Tuesday. The Nifty declined 215.50 points
or 0.99 per cent to 21,522.10.
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Punjab’s international race
walker, Manju Rani
enjoyed a good run in the

National Open Race Walk
Championships here on
Wednesday, winning the gold
medal in the senior women’s
10km competition.
A day after winning gold in the
women’s 20km event, she
dominated the senior women’s
10km race to brighten her
prospects of competing in the
inaugural marathon race
walking mixed relay that will
feature at the 2024 Paris
Olympic Games.
Manju’s gold medal winning
time in 10km was 45:20.00s.
The promising Punjab race
walker had paired with Ram
Babu to win bronze in the
35km mixed relay race walking
team event at the Hangzhou
Asian Games last year.
Manju was elated to have won
back-to-back gold medals at
the national competition.
“My main focus will be the
mixed relay event this year and
I hope to represent India at the

Olympic Games,” Manju said. 
The senior 10km race walk was

included in the programme by
the Athletics Federation of

India (AFI) to select potential
athletes for the national team

that will compete at the April
20-21 World Athletics Race
Walk Team Championships to
be held in Antalya, Turkey. 
During the Turkey
competition, the world’s top 22
teams will get automatic
qualification for the Olympic
Games. The final selection of
the national team for Turkey
will be done in March. 
In the men’s 10km event, Sahil
of Punjab outclassed more
experienced athletes to claim
gold. 
Patiala’s Sahil, 22, clocked
39:25.00s. He had finished fifth
in the men’s 20km race walk on
Tuesday.
Paramjeet Singh Bisht of
Uttarakhand was second with
a time of 39:36.00s, while
Asian bronze medallist Vikash
Singh of Delhi was third
clocking 39:47.00s.
Goa’s Vijay Omkar
Vishwakaram won the men’s
35km race with a time of
2:39:19.00s, while the women’s
35km gold went to Bandana
Patel of Uttar Pradesh, whose
gold-medal winning time was
3:11:06.00s.
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The eloquent Avani Prashanth
will be accompanied by five

other Indians as the region’s
finest young golfers get ready for
the sixth Women’s Amateur
Asia-Pacific Championship here. 
This week the event returns to
the Siam Country Club, which
hosted the tournament two
years ago. As many as 22
countries will be represented
by 90 golfers.
Besides Avani, India will be
represented by Vidhatri Urs,
Mannat Brar, Heena Kang,
Keerthana Rajeev Nair and
Saanvi Somu. A little over a
dozen of the 90 golfers are in
the world’s Top-100, and they
will rub shoulders with players
who are from countries in
different stages of development
of the game.
Avani said, “This tournament
is a bookmark event for all of
us in our calendars. It gives us
exposure to play against the
best in Asia, so that is definitely
one big advantage.
“And just what the APGC does
for all of us we’re all so grateful
for. And not only do we get to
play with the best, but also
make lifelong relationships
that will become useful when
you start playing on the LPGA
or LET together.
“And I think once you win I
think it’s great because that
gives you a head start as a

young amateur and what you
should and should not do.” 
Defending champion, Eila
Galitsky of Thailand, added,
“So just what Avani said. It is
great exposure, and the
opportunity to just make
friendships from around the
world, around Asia, and the
opportunity to get to play
majors and compete with the
top pros in the world is truly
amazing.”
While Avani is looking to
make her fourth, and possibly,
her last shot at WAAP, Galitsky
is banking on a change in
fortunes at the Siam Country
Club.
If the 17-year-old Galitsky, the
winner at the Singapore Island
Country Club last year, wins
again, she will become the first
player to defend her WAAP
title and also the first two-time
winner of the region’s premier
amateur event for women. 
In 2022, Galitsky struggled
with her putter at the Siam
Country Club’s Waterside
Course and was tied 35th.
Avani, at 42nd, is two places
behind Galitsky in the World
Amateur Golf Ranking.
Avani and Galitsky, who have
forged a friendship going back
to the time they were Under-
10, have competed often
against each. In six previous
clashes around the world, they
are tied 3-3 as their personal
score.
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Russia is set to host Serbia for
a friendly in Moscow in

March for its first men’s nation-

al team soccer game against a
European opponent since the
invasion of Ukraine in 2022.
The Russian Football Union
said in a social media post

on Wednesday that the
game will be played on
March 21 at Dynamo
Moscow’s stadium.
UEFA confirmed it had
permitted for the game.
Russian national teams and
clubs are banned from UEFA
competitions, but that
suspension does not apply to
friendlies.
Since the invasion of Ukraine
saw Russia removed from
international soccer
competitions, the Russian
national team has mostly
organized friendlies against
teams from Asia and Africa, as
well as one game against Cuba
in November.
A game against Bosnia-
Herzegovina was planned in
late 2022 but never took
place following objections
from some Bosnian players.
The Russian women’s
national team played
friendlies against Belarus,
China, Iran and Paraguay last
year.
Serbian soccer has close ties
to Russia, whose state
energy firm Gazprom still
sponsors storied club Red
Star Belgrade after being
dropped by UEFA as its
longstanding commercial
partner within days of the
war starting in Ukraine.
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Aisam ul-Qureshi, Pakistan’s most suc-
cessful tennis player, does not play sin-

gles on the ATP Tour, but when national
duty demands it, he willingly takes up the
responsibility, and the Indian team might
have to contend with him on the opening
day of the Davis Cup World Group I tie,
starting Saturday. 
The opening day of the tie will feature in
two singles, and Aisam could play in one
of those against either Ramkumar
Ramanathan or N Sriram Balaji, who
will most likely play on Saturday. 
Aisam, 43, had even played against
Indonesia in the home grass court tie in
September 2023. He also did the singles
duty against Lithuania (2022), Japan
(2021) and Slovenia (2020). 
“I have always considered myself to
play singles, but I don’t do it every
single time. I am preparing for
everything, singles and doubles, and
the same goes for everyone in the team.
We will see. We have one more day of
training,” Aisam told PTI. Aisam has
41-22 win-loss record in singles in 48
matches he has played in 44
nominations.
Former Davis Cup captain Hameed ul
Haq also reckons that if Aisam and
veteran Aqeel Khan play the singles,
the tie won’t be a lop-sided affair. 
“We have got some good results on
grass but the Indian team is also very
good on this surface. They know what
is required. I feel India have better

chances to win this tie but since
Pakistan has two very experienced
players in Aqeel Khan and Aisam ul
haq Qureshi, if they play singles then
the contest will be tight,” he said. 
For the second consecutive day,
persistent drizzle disrupted Pakistan
Davis Cup team’s practice session, while
the Indians were also forced to stay
indoors on Wednesday. 
On Tuesday also, when the Indian team
was nearing the end of its three-hour
session, heavens opened up, forcing an
early closure of their session.
Aisam said not getting to hit for two
days in a row, indeed affects the
preparations. 
“Definitely, these things affect the

preparations. At the end of the day,
these things are not in our control. We
need to focus on things we can control
and prepare in best way possible. I am
sure Indian team’s training has also
been affected but it is what it is,” said
world number 154 Aisam, who was a
top-10 player in doubles in 2011. 
“Hopefully, the weather will be good on
Saturday and Sunday so we can have a
wonderful tie, Insha-allah,” he added. 
Pakistan captain Mohammed Abid
remained optimistic and opted looking
at the brighter side.
“Well, the players are now well rested.
The bodies are relaxed now,” he said
before leaving with Mohammed Shoaib
and Barkat Ullah for a gym session.
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Russia to host Serbia for first
friendly against European
team since Ukraine invasion
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The likes of Shubman Gill
and Shreyas Iyer deserve
patience amid their cur-

rent poor run, said India batting
coach Vikram Rathour on
Wednesday, urging his wards to
tackle England’s aggression with
intelligence in the second Test
here.
The Indians lost the opening
Test in Hyderabad by 28 runs
despite having a 190-run first
innings lead. England
managed to shock the home
favourites with their ‘Bazball’
approach with Ollie Pope
scoring a match-winning 196.
The second Test starts here on
Friday.
“There are young batters in
our team who have not played
much Test cricket. So, we need
to be a bit patient with them.
Batters like (Shubman) Gill,
(Yashasvi) Jaiswal and
(Shreyas) Iyer will eventually
start getting big runs, I’m sure
of it,” Rathour said at a press
conference here.
Although Jaiswal played a
knock of 80 in the first innings

of his fifth Test, Gill and Iyer
failed to fire, continuing their
struggles in the format. While
Gill has played 21 Tests, Iyer
has appeared in 13 five-day
games.
Gill hasn’t scored a 50 in his
last nine Test innings. Iyer has
been similarly off-colour.
Rathour said he expects better
application from the side’s
batters in second Test where
the home team will once again
miss the services of the
redoubtable Virat Kohli.
“There’s a difference between
playing with intent and
playing attacking cricket. I
want them to play with intent.
If there is the opportunity to
score some runs, they should
take it,” Rathour said.
“They need to decide by
looking at the surface and
conditions. So, the batters
need to possess that
intelligence as to which is the
best or safest shot on the
surface,” he explained.
Rathour felt India’s batting
performance in the second
innings of the Hyderabad Test
probably lacked discipline.

“Could they have batted with
more discipline? Maybe they
could have. That’s what they
need to decide and come up
with their plans,” he observed.
“But, they need to score runs
by playing their shots, as you
need to back your strengths.
Batting is always about
scoring runs. It’s not about not
getting out but how many
runs you put on the board,” he
said.
England used the sweep shot
quite well to blunt the
effectiveness of Indian
spinners but Rathour said it’s
not a stroke that can be added
overnight to a player’s
repertoire.
“...You need to be prepared for
that by practising it. If you add
more shots to your game, it’s
always beneficial. We played
traditionally. The strength of
strong areas is going straight
when it comes to using our
feet.
“We can keep doing that, and
of course, if we can add more
shots and score through the
square of the wicket, that’s
always an addition,” he said.

Rathour also heaped praise on
the English batters for playing
brave cricket, especially Pope,
effectively taking the game
away from Rohit Sharma’s
men.
However, he maintained that
England’s strong showing has
not put his team under any
additional pressure.
“They (England) were brave.
They took their chances,
which worked for them. The
kind of innings Pope played
was exceptional. I haven’t seen
too many playing such a
knock against our bowling
attack,” he said.
“I don’t think (there’s any
pressure). We are expected to
win while playing in India,
and the boys are used to that
by now.
“The message to them from
the support staff is to play
good cricket and not bother
about results too much. The
other teams also come well-
prepared. Since we have won
Test matches in Australia,
England and South Africa, we
also expect them to win a Test
in India.”
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Indian Cricket Board (BCCI)
secretary Jay Shah was on

Wednesday appointed as the
president of the Asian Cricket
Council for a third consecutive
term. Shah’s extension was pro-
posed by the Sri Lanka Cricket
president Shammi Silva for the
second time and the nomination
was unanimously backed by all
the members of the ACC at its
annual general meeting in Bali.
Shah initially assumed the role
in January 2021, succeeding
Bangladesh Cricket Board

President Nazmul Hassan.
Under Shah’s leadership, the
ACC successfully organised
the Asia Cup in T20 format in
2022 and in ODI format in
2023.
“I am grateful to the ACC
Board for their continued
trust. We must remain
committed to ensuring the all-
round development of the
sport with a special focus on
regions where it is still in its
infancy. The ACC is
committed to nurturing
cricket across Asia,” Shah said
in a release.
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