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TEMPLE TAX SPARKS OUTGRY Bengal

BJP accuses Karnataka Government of trying
to fill its empty coffers with temple money
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Fire Rages on

not gone down well with the
Opposition BJP. Red-flagging
the Bill on the issue of Hindu
places of worship being a soft
target for the Congress, the
BJP charged the ruling party
with trying to fill its “empty
coffers” with temple money. A
related Bill was passed on
Wednesday.

Taking exception to the move,
BJP State president BY
Vijayendra said, “Corrupt,
inept Loot Sarkaar with its
penchant for anti-Hindu
ideology in the guise of
secularism, has cast its evil
eyes on the temple revenues.”
“Through  the Hindu
Religious Endowments
amendment act, it is trying to
siphon-off donations as well
as offerings from Hindu
temples and  religious
institutions in order to fill its
empty coffers,” he said in a
post on X’

The Shivamogga MLA said
the government plans to
“gobble” up 10 per cent of the
temple revenue exceeding Rs
1 crore and 5 per cent of those
below Rs 1 crore. “This not
only reflects the deplorable
condition of this government,
but also shows its abject hate
towards Hindu Dharma.”

facilitate work beneficial to
devotees, rather than
diverting it for other
purposes, which would be an
injustice and betrayal of
people’s religious beliefs, the
BJP State chief said.

Why only Hindu temples are
targeted for revenue, leaving
out other religions, is a
question raised by millions of
devotees, he said.

“Instead of grabbing the

can help this penniless Govt
boost its revenue as a gesture
of goodwill,” he stated.

Defending the move as aimed
at ensuring welfare of
different sections, the
Congress sought to turn the
tables on its rival saying the
saffron party had effected an

File Phato

in the State Assembly on
February 21.

Regarding the Bill, the
Government said it was
necessary to enhance the
amount of common pool
fund, include a person skilled
in Vishwa Hindu Temple
architecture and sculpture in

amendment was brought by
the then BJP Government in
2011 to collect funds from
high income group temples.
Karnataka Hindu Religious
Institutions and Charitable
Endowments Act 1997 came
into force on May 1, 2003 and
provisions were made for
Common Pool Fund under
Section 17 of the said Act, he
explained.

Common Pool Fund was
implemented in the year 2003
itself. Section 17 of the Act
was amended in 2011 to
collect funds from high
income group temples so as
to aid temples with lesser
income under the said fund.

The Rajya ~ Dharmika
Parishad, a committee to
improve the temple

management for the benefit of
pilgrims, is authorised to
utitlise Common Pool, he
said.

According to him, there were
3,000 C-Grade temples in
Karnataka, which have an
annual income of less than Rs
5 lakh from where the
‘Dharmika Parishad’ gets no

Commission for Scheduled
Tribes team, which received
a plethora of complaints of
land grab and torture on
Adivasi people, including
trafficking of their women.
Hundreds of women from
Jhupkhali, a hamlet in the
Bermajur area adjacent to
Sandeshkhali, armed with
bamboo sticks, attacked and
torched the properties of
Sheikh Siraj, the brother of
Trinamool Congress
strongman and one of the
prime accused in a land-
grab and molestation case
Sheikh Shahjahan, alleging
that thousands of bighas of
their lands had been forcibly
occupied, sold via
impersonation, and
converted into fisheries.

The incident took place
hours after Director General
of Police Rajeev Kumar left
the riverine island at the
mouth of the Sunderbans
after an overnight stay in the
area, during the visit of the
NCST team led by its vice-
chairperson, Ananta Nayak.

Seounty personnel outside TMC Ieader ShEIkh Shahjahans home at
Sandeshkhali

PTI

have mentioned the name of
a political leader. We will
include it in our report. We
have received more than 23
complaints so far,” Nayak
said, adding that the
findings of the team would
be compared with the
ground  report  before
submitting it to President
Droupadi Murmu.

A woman, while describing
her woes to the members of
the visiting team, narrated
how “no complaints of my
missing daughter have been
registered till now... she went
missing seven years ago...
when we went to the
Sandeshkhali Police Station,

am a CPI(M) worker,” while
most of the others said how

their lands had been
grabbed and sold via
impersonation.

A large contingent of police
force led by Barasat range
DIG Bhashkar Mukherjee
rushed to the area and held
talks with the locals. “The
police have controlled the
situation and assured the
local people that their issues
will be addressed,” he said.
This was the third team to
visit the strife-torn region
after the National
Commission for Scheduled
Castes and the National
Commission for Women.
Sandeshkhali shot into
national news on January 5
when Shahjahan’s henchmen
attacked and injured a team

Temple funds should be
dedicatedly  utilised for
renovation of temples and to

devotees’ money, government
can install donation boxes so
that the concerned citizens

amendment in 2011 to seek the committee of money. Temples earning  “Whatever I have seen and they asked us to get a written
funds from high-income management of notified between Rs 5lakh and Rs 25  heard makes me feel like recommendation from
Hindu shrines. institutions and to form lakh were classified as B- crying... it should not have Sheikh Shahjahan” Another
The  Karnataka  Hindu district and  state-level grade temples, from where 5  taken place in a democratic woman said how her land
Religious Institutions and committees to improve per cent of the gross income  country... I spoke to the was occupied and converted
Charitable Endowments shrines and infrastructure for had been going to the  villagers, and they into a Trinamool Congress
(Amendment) Bill was passed the safety of pilgrims. committee since 2003. (Sandeshkhali  residents) party office “just because I

of Enforcement Directorate
officials during a search
operation at his house.

CAPSULE Modi says Opposition thrives on negativity

CBI searches Satya
Pal Malik premises

New Delhi: The CBI conducted
searches at the premises of former
Jammu and Kashmir governor
Satya Pal Malik and 29 other
locations on  Thursday in
connection with alleged corruption
in the Rs 2,200-crore Kiru
Hydropower project, officials said.
The federal agency started its
operation in the morning, with
around 100 officers mobilised to
swoop down at the 30 locations in
Jammu, Srinagar, Delhi, Gurugram,
Mumbai, Baghpat, Noida, Patna,
Jaipur, Jodhpur, Barmer, Nagaur
and Chandigarh, the officials said.
“During searches evidence of huge
cash deposits, investment in fixed
deposits, investment in properties
in various cities, digital and
documentary evidence, etc. Have
been recovered,” said the CBI.

US to reduce visa
wait time for Indians

New Delhi: The United States is
working towards further reducing
the wait time for visitor visas for
Indians following a decrease of 75
per cent last year, according to US
Bureau of Consular Affairs
Assistant Secretary Rena Bitter.

In an interview with PTI, Bitter
noted that today more Indians can
travel to the US than in any other
time in history. “Last year, the
Embassy in India processed 1.4
million visas, explosion of an
incredible number...In  every
category there is no wait time at all
except in one area of travel where
there is still some wait time and
that is people travelling for the
first time to the United States for
tourism,” she said.

PTI B MEHSANA/AHEMDABAD

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday targeted the
Congress, saying it continues to
live in negativity and is not ready
to leave the path of hatred even
when the grand Ram temple has
been built in Ayodhya. He said
his Government is making efforts
to improve the lives of people
from all sections of society.

“The aim of Modi’s guarantee is
changing the lives of people at the
last rung in society,” he said.

On one hand temples are being

“This is the time when whether it
is the work of God or work of the
country, both are happening at a
fast pace,” he said. “We will carry
out development work and

preserve our heritage,” FP10,).

created a conflict and enmity
“between  development and
heritage” “If anyone is to be
blamed for this, it is the same
Congress which ruled the
country for decades. These are

he added. - the same people who made even
The PM was ,,:;" Ok 5 a holy place like Somnath
addressing the & fltemp(lie) a cause of controversy,”
i \d e said.
Flrggurating afttlfz 9 4 The Congress did not even show
Valinath Mahadev - the desire to hoist a religious flag
temple in Gujarat’s A at the Pavagadh temple in
Mehsana district. He f llu\"‘* Gujarat’s Panchmahal district,

also inaugurated and laid
the foundation stones of

and for decades linked the Sun
temple at Modhera with vote

created  hurdles in  the
construction of his temple. And
today, when a grand temple has
been constructed at (Lord Ram’s)
birthplace, when the entire
country is happy with it, the people
who live in negativity are not
leaving the path of of hatred” he
said. The PM also attended the
consecration ceremony of Valinath
Dham Temple.

“Gujarat also has many symbols of
ancient civilisation of India. These
symbols are very important not
only to understand history but also
to connect the coming generations

various projects costing more E'j-
than Rs 8,350 crore. |
Modi said for a long time in -
Independent India, the Congress &

built in the country, the
government is also building
pucca houses for crores of poor
people, the PM said.

bank politics, he said.

raised questions about
existence of Lord Ram

s/

“These are the same people who

with their roots. That is why it has
been the effort of our government
to preserve and develop them as
world heritage,” he said.

the
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AAP Gongress Strateqy for 2024 Unclear

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI Bharuch seat. The Congress is also
planning to field at least one Dalit
candidate in the national capital.
Additionally, the party will field a
candidate from the general category and
a woman candidate.

Meanwhile, the AAP will give up its
south Goa constituency for the Congress.
Whether the Congress-AAP alliance in
Delhi will help break the deadlock in

Congress will contest from the Chandni
Chowk, East Delhi, and North East Delhi
constituencies, according to sources in
the AAP.
Prior to this, the AAP had offered the
Congress just one out of the seven Lok
Sabha seats keeping in mind the
‘dharma of alliance. “Election
on a merit basis, the
Congress party does not

Aday after the Congress and the
Samajwadi Party agreed on seat
sharing for the Lok Sabha elections, the
AAP is believed to have finalised and
sealed the arrangements for Delhi,

and the formal announcement

can be made anytime. ?' Pl

Sources said the Congress & o

=)
and the AAP have agreed ,“Sf "DH ") deserve even a single seat Punjab is not yet clear. An alliance
on the seven Lok Sabha = #ﬁ %= in Delhi, but keeping in between the AAP and the Congress in
seats in Delhi, with the ° @ T " mind the ‘dharma of Punjab was always going to be tricky
AAP contesting on 4 and alliance; we are offering given that they are the main rivals in the
the Congress on 3. ()24 them one seat in Delhi. State as of now, though their tie-up in the

Chandigarh mayoral polls managed to be
a success.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, which
followed the 2017 strong win for the
Congress in the Punjab Assembly polls,
the Congress won 8 out of the total 13

We propose the Congress

party on one seat and the

AAP on six seats,;” AAP MP
Sandeep Pathak had said
while addressing a  press
conference. All the seven Lok Sabha seats

The Congress has also
decided to allocate one seat

to the AAP in Haryana and

two in Gujarat. While the
Haryana seat is likely to be either
Gurugram or Faridabad, those in Gujarat

7>, vu\‘:\

include Bharuch and Bhavnagar.

The AAP will field candidates from the
South Delhi, West Delhi, North West
Delhi, and New Delhi seats, while the

in the national capital are currently held
by the BJP.

Former senior party leader Ahmed Patel’s
son and daughter were contenders for the

seats, securing 40.6 per cent of the vote.
The Akali Dal and BJP won 2 seats each,
with 27.8 per cent and 9.7 per cent of the
vote share, respectively.

Freedom of Speech
or Expression?

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M

NEW DELHI
day after the Ministry of
Electronics and Information

Technology finalised its emergency
blocking orders against 177 social
media accounts and posts linked to
the farmers’ protests, social media
giant X (formerly Twitter) on
Thursday said it disagrees with these
actions in accordance with freedom of
speech and expression but will
“withhold the accounts and posts in
India”

Elon Musk, owner of X, has said the
platform has received orders from the
Indian Government to block certain
accounts and links. Failure to comply
could result in potential penalties for
the platform and its employees,
including significant fines and
imprisonment.

This marks a new flashpoint in the
escalating tensions between the social
media platform and the Indian
Government, with the former having
sued the Centre over content-blocking
orders in 2022. The ruling last year,
however, went against the company.
Nevertheless, the Centre is yet to
respond to the allegations.

Opposition parties allege that
democracy is being “murdered” in the
country after the microblogging
platform X voiced disagreement with
the Centre’s order to block accounts
and posts related to ongoing farmers’

protests.
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
questioned, “If farmers ask for MSP,

shoot them — is this the mother of
democracy? When the youth ask for
an appointment, then refuse to even
listen to them — is this the Mother of
Democracy?”

Jumbo Shankar in Delhi Zoo ready for mate from Dubai

ARCHANA JYOTI B NEW DELHI

hankar, the solitary 27-

year-old African elephant
residing at the Delhi Zoo, may
soon find companionship
from an unexpected source -
Dubai Safari Park. Indian Oil
Corporation Ltd has stepped
forward to facilitate the
transportation of a female
elephant from Dubai,
according to sources at the
Delhi Zoo, also known as the
National Zoological Park.
Initially, there were plans to
bring a female elephant from
South Africa, but talks could

not materialise due to

technical and logistic glitches.
Now, officials have identified
Dubai Safari Park as the
potential source to bring an
African female elephant for
Shankar.

Shankar is not alone in this
predicament; at the Mysuru
700, Rambo, another African
bull elephant in his 20s, has
been solitary since 2016
following the death of its sire,
Timbo.

African elephants, the largest
land mammals, differ from
Asian  elephants. Sources
indicate that of the three

female elephants, one may be
to Mysuru Zoo to

sent

accompany Rambo. However,
plans are still being finalised.

Having lived solitarily for the
past two decades, concerns
have arisen regarding their
mental health, prompting
efforts to find suitable
companions to ensure their

well-being and facilitate
procreation. Reports have
indicated  instances  of

Shankar exhibiting aggression
and self-injury, particularly
during the “musth” phase. As
social creatures, elephants
become distressed when
alone and lacking
companionship.

Zoo officials  previously
attempted to mate Shankar

with Asiatic elephants, but
without  success. ~ While
elephants often heed their
mahouts, there have been
instances of  aggression
resulting in fatalities among

handlers.

“Discussions regarding
bringing female elephants
from  Dubai are in
preliminary stages. We intend
to bring at least three
elephants. We approach this
potential  pairing  with
cautious optimism,

recognising the importance of
ensuring compatibility and a
smooth transition for the

female elephants from Dubai.
Plans are being made for
careful introductions and
acclimatisation to prioritise
the well-being of the animals,
said the sources. With its
extensive logistical
capabilities and commitment
to environmental
stewardship, 10C’s
involvement marks a pivotal
moment in Shankar’s quest
for companionship.

As part of its corporate social
responsibility and
conservation efforts, IOC has
already taken initiatives by
adopting rhinoceroses in

various zoos across India. In
fact, the rhinoceros serves as
I0C’s brand ambassador.
Shankar has been housed
singly and separately from the
Asian elephants at the zoo
since 2001 when the female
African elephant brought
from Zimbabwe passed away.
Shankar was a one-year-old
calf when it arrived at the
Delhi zoo from Zimbabwe in
1998 as a diplomatic gift.
Weighing up to 6,000 kgs and
measuring up to 3.3m at the
shoulder, the African
Elephant is the world’s largest
land mammal.
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Uttarakhand police
seek 115 companies
of CAPF for LS polls

PNS m DEHRADUN
Uttarakhand police will

ask the central govern-
ment to provide 115 compa-
nies of Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) and about
15,000 home guards to ensure
free, fair and peaceful Lok
Sabha elections in the State.
The CAPF will mostly be de-
ployed in vulnerable pockets
of Lok Sabha constituencies
during the elections, the ad-
ditional director general of
police (Crime, Law and
Order) and the State police
nodal officer for the election,
AP Anshuman said. He said
that the police have prepared
a thorough force deployment
plan to ensure security, law
and order during elections.
Besides seeking 15,000 home
guards and 115 CAPF com-
panies that include over
10,000 personnel, police will
also deploy 6,000 home
guards of the State, about
5,000 PRD personnel, forest
guards of the forest depart-
ment, civil police and other
personnel that work in the
departments under the State’s

of election dates by the elec-
tion commission the Flying
Squad Team (FST) and Static
Surveillance Team (SST) will
also be activated in the State.
Both teams check the flow of
cash and liquor during elec-
tions while ensuring compli-
ance of MCC in districts. He
also informed that monitor-
ing cells are active in each
district to monitor forged
videos, hate speeches and
other such activities on social
media platforms that can dis-
turb peace, harmony, and law
and order. The police will act
against each such offender as
per the intensity of his/ her
offence. Some VVIPs are also
expected to visit the State
ahead of the elections and
considering that, some per-
sonnel are getting training as
part of providing advance se-
curity, Anshuman added. He
has also been conducting reg-
ular meetings with the police
officials concerned of the Lok
Sabha constituencies. He said
that the senior police officials
have also conducted meetings

Uttarakhand’s prisons
holding inmates more than
double their capacity

PNS m DEHRADUN

he prisons across the State are currently holding inmates

more than double their capacity. The State’s prisons have
the capacity to hold only 3,461 inmates but 6,603 inmates
are currently lodged in these prisons. This was revealed by
the Prison Headquarters under the Right to Information Act
(RTT) query by the RTT activist and advocate Nadeem Uddin. S,
He said that according to the data provided under the RTI | ||h,
Act, there are 354 inmates in the Almora district prison that
can hold only 102 inmates. The Dehradun district prison
currently has 1,499 inmates that can hold only 580 inmates.
Besides this, 170 inmates are lodged in the Nainital district
prison which can hold only 71 inmates. The Haridwar dis-
trict prison with a capacity of 888 inmates currently holds
1,340 inmates. Pauri district prison with 150 capacity has 168
inmates. The sub district prison in Haldwani with 550 ca-
pacity has 1,502 inmates. The Roorkee sub district prison has
439 inmates against the capacity of holding 244. The Central
Prison in Sitarganj with 805 capacity currently holds 552 in-
mates. Nadeem said that there are only two prisons in the
State that hold fewer inmates than their capacity which are
Sampoornanand Shivir (Open prison) in Sitarganj which
holds only convicted inmates and Chamoli district prison.
The Sampoornanand prison with a 300 capacity has only 48
inmates and the Chamoli district prison has 128 inmates
against the capacity of 169. He said that overcrowding in
prisons is a violation of the constitutional and human rights

uttarakhand 02

+/ YES BANK

Notice is hereby given that the under mentioned borrower(s)/ guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) who have defaulted in the repayment
of principal and interest of the Overdraft facilities obtained by them from the Bank and whose facility account has been
classified as Non-Performing Assets (NPA). The notices were issued to them under Section 13(2) of the Securitization and Re-
construction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 (SARFAESI Act) on their last known addresses
but they have been returned un-served and as such they are hereby informed by way of this public notice.

YES BANK LIMITED

Regd. & Corporate Office: Yes Bank House, Off Wester Express Highway, Santacruz East, Mumbai-400055.

CIN: L65180MH2003PLC 143248, E-mail: communications(@yesbank.in, Website: www.yesbank.in

Account No. Type of Loan Name of Borrower, 0Ols. As per 13(2) NPA Date
: Co-borrower, Mortgagor i Notice Date
1. M/S Mahalaxmi Timbers and Rs.1,59,75,962.57/- (Rs. One
1. “51"342"“““"951 Overdraft Plywood (Borrower) Crore Fifty Nine Lakh Seventy | 17 04 2024
1. & 2. Mr. Anoop Kedia (Guarantor) | Five Thousand Nine Hundred | ———
g :mﬁigglg} ﬂﬂgf TermLoan | 3. Mr. Narrotam Kumar Kedia Sixty Two and Paise Fifty 0.02.2024
(Guarantor, Proprietor & Mortgagor ) | Seven Only) as on 06.02.2024

Details of secured asset : 1. Khasra No. 102 Measuring 0.167 Hecti.e. 1670 sqmrs Situated in Village Mohammad Kunhari
Pargana Jwalapur Tehsil and Dist Haridwar. Boundaries : East- Property of Akshay Provision store & other & Rasta, West-
Proeprty of Kurban and other, North- Unpaved Rasta, South- VacaLand

Dated : 23-02-2024
Place : Haridwar

The above borrowers and /or their guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) (whenever applicable) are hereby called upon to make payment of
outstanding amount within 60 days from the date of publication of this notice, failing which further steps will be taken after expiry of
said 60 days under sub-section (4) of Section 13 of SARFAESI Act.
Furthermore, this is o bring to your attention that under Section 13 (8) of the SARFAESI Act, in case our dues together with all
costs, charges and expenses incurred by us are tendered at any time before the date fixed for sale or transfer, the secured asset
shall not be sold or fransferred by us, and no further step shall be taken by us for transfer or sale of that secured asset.

Authorised Officer
For YES BANK Limited

Sd/-

of the inmates. He said that
the government should
consider considering the
construction of new pris-
ons in other cities and
towns across the State to
tackle this issue. The in-
mates can also be kept in
open prisons. These ways

0!0!0] Bank

The following borrower/s have defaulted in the repayment of principal and interest of the loans facility obtained by them from the Bank and the loans
have been classified as Non-Performing Assets (NPA). A notice was issued to them under Section 13 (2) of Securitisation and Re-construction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act-2002 on their last known addresses, however it was not served and hence they are hereby
notified by way of this public notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Ltd, 3rd Floor, Plot No- 23, New Rohtak Road, Karol Bagh, Delhi- 110005

PUBLIC NOTICE

The general public is informed that
| have changed my name from Km.
NEELAM (old name) to SHEETAL
DHAWAN (new name) and in future
| should be known as SHEETAL
DHAWAN W/o Shammi Dhawan
R/o A-88 Nehru Colony,
Dharampur, Dehradun

The general publicis informed that

| have changed my name from
SHAMMI KUMAR DHAWAN (old
name) to SHAMMI DHAWAN (new
name) and in future | should be
known as SHAMMI DHAWAN S/o
Gulshan Kumar Dhawan R/o A-88
Nehru Colony, Dharampur,
Dehradun

| SANDEEP KUMAR. S/O UMRAO

SINGH GUSAIN R/O 27/20 LANE
NO 03 Turner Road Dehradun
Uttarakhand 248002 have
changed my name to SANDEEP
GUSAIN.

In my son's service documents my

name and DOB is mistakenly
recorded as A.INDIRA & DOB
01.07.1965. where as my correct
name and DOB is INDIRAA &
07.10.1961 all other govt
documents.No 15277563F, L/INK
Victor.A,332 Med Regt Pin-
926332.Vill & PO-
Nallur,Alangulam,Tenkasi,
Tamilnadu -627853.Affidavit no-
IN-UK06160134619580W.

police. The ADG said that with the authorities of the | will save the government’s Sr. c’fﬁa‘g,:‘gﬂ;ﬁ%‘ﬂ‘r‘mgﬁ :{"Sl:iﬂe‘:‘j;’;::ﬁ Date of Notice B‘:t': -
when the Model Code of neighbouring states and some | money as well as protect No. N (Lgﬂ" ?‘gﬁﬁ"‘ Asset to be Enforced pding a5 on Inmy son's service documents my
Conduct (MCC) comes into  are planned to be held in the | the human rights of in- umber) ress a ofice name and DOB is mistakenly
force after the announcement near future mates 1. |Asheesh Sharma/ Renu Sharma Khasra No- 142 Ka, Khata Khatoni No.69, First Floor, Without | 22/July/2023 | 06/05/ recorded as G.AMALRAJ & DOB
’ : %B[IJEH(rJhO%OB;‘m; 538)23‘3?3293 Vihar Canal Road Eoof Rli hts, MDauz% Ii‘auldagarh, Maychuk Bhud Pargana Rs. 2023 01.07.1955. where as my correct
aulaga ehradun- entral Doon Dist, Dehradun 6,79,169/- name and DOB is AMALRAJ.G &
J an A akl‘OSh rall taken Out tO I'OteSt 2. |asheesh Sharmal Renu Sharma Khasra No- 142 Ka, Khata Khatoni No.69, First Floor, Without | 22/July/2023 06/05/| 14.01.1957 all other govt
y p (LBDEHO00003701537) & Ganga Vihar Canal Road Roof Rights, Mauza- Kaulagarh, Maychuk Bhud Pargana 2023 documents.No 15277563F,L/NK
’ Kaulagarh Dehradun- 248195 Central Doon Dist, Dehradun 20, OD 992!— Victor.A,332 Med Regt Pin-
allegEd apathy to people s demands 3. [Manoj Haldhar/ Anita Haldher (LBRUDOO006020686) & Khasra No.623 Min, Situated at Wake Mauja Kundeshwari | 28/Dec/2023 [06/07/| 926332.Vill & PO -
Kundeswari Udham Singh Magar Uttarakhand Tehsil Kashipur District Uddam Singh Nagar Uttrakhand- Rs. 2023 Nallur,Alangulam,Tenkasi,
Kashipur- 244713 244713 12,348/- Tamilnadu -627853.Affidavit no-
PNS PAURI amilnadu Affidavi o
u 4. |Manoj Haldhar/ Anita Haldher (LBRUDO0005978446) & |Khasra No.623 Min, Situated at Wake Mauja Kundeshwari 28/Dec/2023 | 06/07/ IN-UK06160460256633W.
‘]an Aakrosh’ rally organised under the banner of Sanyukt Sangarsh Samiti was taken out Kundeswari Udham Singh Nagar Uttarakhand Tehsil Kashipur District Uddam Singh Nagar Uttrakhand- Rs. 2023
in Pauri on Thursday in protest against the alleged laidback attitude of the administration Kashipur- 244713 44713 23,138/- In my Army Record my Daughter
ad the St govemment ing e onptanding demands ofthe poeorthe diseit. | |54 sty A ST LSOO Moy KoM SRS WA G| oo (9| o ity e =
The protest rally started from Ramlilla ground and culminated in the Collectorate after snaking Kashipur- 244713 o1 580 244713 P g 7,22,885/- errl?EYiA asrﬁr;nrg?‘;eapsﬁ\:l%;grect
through Upper Bazaar, Agency Chowk, Mall Road bus station and Dhara Road. The markets | | 67 \anoj Haldhar/ Anita Haldher (LBKAP00005965828) & |Khasra No.623 Min, Situated at Wake Mauja Kundeshwari 28102023 [061071||  mentioned in all other documents.
were closed in support of the rally. The members of Sanyukt Sangarsh Samiti submitted a mem- Kundeswari Udham Singh Nagar Uttarakhand Tehsil Kashipur District Uddam Singh Nagar Uttrakhand- Rs. 2023 || ARMY No. 4074940Y Ex HAV
orandum containing a 12-point charter of demands to the chief minister through the office of Kashipur- 244713 244713 7,32,823/- BALBIR SINGH R/O VILL. & P.O.
the district magistrate. The demands which figured in the memorandum include regular dis- 7. g:-?{rajeet Klérgarf Swee't:a Kumari }({LBRUDOOUDSSQSGSB} House OnT1 8-A, Part of Khet No.69 Minju msga. Gram 11/Dec/2023 0256'324' NAKROUNDA DEHRADUN
: : : BeE ; ot het No.69, Village Fulsungi, Krishna Vihar Colony, |Fulsungi, Tehsil Rudrapur District, Udham Singh Nagar, Rs. UTTARAKHAND. vide IN- UK
posal of garbage, dismantling encroachment, appointment of specialist doctors in the district : 8 g’ 5 . vide IN- Ut
hospital and reduction in water and house taxes. Sangarsh Samiti convenor Naman Chandola 8 :ij:1::‘els;{ngmh:fg:;:t:azl::r??&;:ﬁ;%:;;:;;;i1) a:j;ik;::da isi:tsof KhetNo.50 Mirsuria Gram 11161395;24;;3 55705 gg%goz ggf;gle 3551\!: dAff idavit
; ; ) ; : jeet Ku -A, . . .02 efore Dehradun.
said that the largely attended protest rally had articulated the people’s collective anger on the & Khet No.69, Village Fulsungi, Krishna Vihar Colony, - |Fulsungi, Tehsil Rudrapur District, Udham Singh Nagar, Rs. 2023
apathy being shown to the justified demands being raised for the past 23 years. “We have Udham Singh Nagar Uttarakhand Rudrapur- 263153 |Uttarakhand- 263153 32,733/- In my Army records my wife's
been at the receiving end of administrative indifference since Uttarakhand was carved out of | 6 Tanuj Puri Goswami/ Saroj Goswami (LBHDI00006102310) [Khasra No.92/2 Minjumia, Bithoria No-2, Pargana Bhavar Chha | 11/Dec/2023 [19/09/|| name is Anju and her DOB is
Uttar Pradesh in 2000. Now we are at the end of our tether. Patience running out, we will go & Bithoria No-2. Nainital Uttarakhand Haldwani- 263139 |Khata, Tehsil Haldwani, District Nainital, Uttarakhand- 263141 |Rs. 11,74,341/- 2023 01.10.1989 wrongly recorded
for a vigorous stir in the coming days if our demands remain unaddressed,” he said. 10.| Tanuj Puri Goswami/ Saroj Goswami (LBRUD00006119238)|Khasra No.92/2 Minjumla, Bithoria No-2, Pargana Bhavar Chha | 11/Dec/2023 |19/09/|| whereas my wife's correct name is
& Bithoria No-2. Nainital Uttarakhand Haldwani- 263139 |Khata, Tehsil Haldwani, District Nainital, Uttarakhand- 263141 Rs. 59,998/- | 2023 Anju Devi and correct DOB is
KGCCI la dS cab'net’s dec's'on on EWS hO S.l'l Scheme 11.{Sachin Kumar/ Renu Devi/ Sunit Kumar/ Priyanka Khata Khatoni No-238, (Fasli Year 1414 To 1419), Khasra No. | 07/Dec/2023 | 10/09/ 10.01.1989, and my daughter's
u 1 1S1 usl Katariya (LBDEH00005184060) & Akariti Vihar No.12 721 Minjumla, Mauza Sewlakalan, Pargana Kendriyadoon, Rs. 2023 name Aniska is also wrongly
g Pol No.20 Turner Road Dehradun Entown Dehradun | District Dehradun, Uttarakhand- 248001 29,74,665/- recorded, whereas my daughter's
PNS m RUDRAPUR Uttarakhand Dehradun- 248001 correct name is Kumari Aniska.
. . . 12.|Sandeep Kumar/ Shyama Devi (LBRUD00006115946) |Khasra No.265 Minjumla, Wake Mouza, Village Kachnalgaji, 15/Jan/2024 | 0710/ Therefore, the correct name and
he Kumagr} learhwa% Ig(};lé%ll))efl of1 (()iorlrll- plete thelg held—lup colony/ township proj- & House No.462 A, Badripur Block No.166, Tehsil Manpur Road Tehsil Kashipur, District Udham Singh Nagar, Rs. 2023 DOB of my wife and the correct
merce and Industry ailed the  ects expeditiously. Paonta Sahib, Himachal Pradesh Sirmor- 173025 Uttarakhand- 244713 78,770/- name of my daughter should be
decision taken at the 13.|Sandeep Kumar/ Sh ; — - m
yama Devi (LBPNB00005695458) |Khasra No.265 Minjumla, Wake Mouza, Village Kachnalgaji, 15/Jan/2024 | 07/10/ recorded. Naresh Kumar son of
State cabinet meetin, & House No.462 A, Badripur Block No.166, Tehsil Manpur Road Tehsil Kashipur, District Udham Singh Nagar, Rs. 2023 Kishori Lal, resident- Song, P.O.
g 402 ) ) g,
z NORTHERN RAILWAY T Paonta Sahib, Himachal Pradesh Sirmor- 173025 Uttarakhand- 244713 17,34,957/- faqai il- i
held on February 21 pro L= Nagjagai, Tehsil- Ukhimath,
viding for the builders- E-TENDER Amitpahotsav 14.| Ashish Chaudhary/ Manjeet Kaur Alias Manjeet Rani  [Khet No.26/1/1 Min Plot No.205, Village Rampur, Malik Colony, | 15/Jan/2024 |05/11/ Rudraprayag, Uttarakhand.
now engaged in con- SR.DEN/HQ/MB acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders. &LEES.BDOOOUND 385335438riy5:1l)32m3£ BaLakhwzpu:dJ‘; Eamnghsﬁgﬁurg;;g. Rudrapur, Uttaranchal- 263153 %0 1282-94! 2023
: against following tender. Nos Bidders will be able to submit their originalirevised bids .90, s 19, -
structing houses on Ovelé up to closing date and time only. Manual offers are not allowed against this tender, and U K Opp. Pnb Bank, Uttarakhand Bazpur- 262401 na|r:11830li'l’s‘le ﬁfror?]}élsocwu:?gggs r;]g
?005) square hmeter S O s e orarte o haat o o ahoacqh omine | | [T5-[Ashish Chaudhary/ Manjeet Kaur Alias Manjeet Rani _|Khet No.26/1/1 Min Plot No.205, Village Rampur, Malik Colony, | 15/Jan/2024 [05/11/|| CHANDRA KISHOR JOSHI &
and under the Cent.re_ payment modes available on IREPS portal like net banking, debit card, credit card (LBRUD00005777570 ) & Sfo Lakhvinder Singh Chaudhary, [Rudrapur, Uttaranchal- 263153 Rs. 2023 CHANDRA KISHOR whereas my
sponsored housing etc. Manual payments through Demand draft, Banker's cheque, Deposit receipts, House No.38, Beriya Daulat Bazpur Udham Singh Nagar, 46,841/- correct name is CHANDER
scheme for the econom- FDR etc. are not allowed. UK Opp. Pnb Bank, Uttarakhand Bazpur- 262401 KISHOR. Infuture it may be read as
ically unprivileged peo- Tender No. Date | 209-DRM-MB-23-24 Date 22.02.2024 16.|Vivek Kumar Chauhan/ Kamla Devi Chauhan H No-7, Gandhi Ashram Colony, Vishnu Garden, Village 27/Jan/2024 | 03/11/ '
ple- Y top depg sit P 15 Name of Work | Heavy Repairfimprovement of existing washing lines of MB depot. (LBHWRO00003773112) & 7 Gandhi Ashram Colony Jagjeetpur, Pargana Jwalapur, Kankhal, Haridwar, Rs. 2023 CHAN DERCHKAﬁSé)RR Kfloer Slg
Jwalapur Road, Kankhal, Uttarakhand Haridwar- 249404 |Uttarakhand- 249404 6,30,689/- purposes. ;
percent of the funds re- Tender Closing Date & Time 18.03.2024 P Slo- Late Ram Kishan, V.P.O.
quired in the shelter - 17.|Vivek Kumar Chauhan/ Kamla Devi Chauhan H No-7, Gandhi Ashram Colony, Vishnu Garden, Village 27/Janf2024 | 03/11/ Balawala, Opp. Dr. Attri Clinic
fund instead of buildi Advertised Value (Rs.) 1,14,19,343.63 (LBHWRO00003239249) & 7 Gandhi Ashram Colon Jagjeetpur, Pargana Jwalapur, Kankhal, Haridwar, Rs. 2023 Dehradurll Uttar;akha-nd !
hun ns ti:la o | ul lfng Earnest Money (Rs.) 2,07,100.00 Jwalapur Road, Kankhal, Uttarakhand Haridwar- 249404 |Uttarakhand- 249404 20,55,417/- ' :
t}?eussgnon‘fgjfyvveviak‘g Tender Cost (Rs) 00.00 18. F{ahué K%Bngg I'glragalg(?rgf Magta Rani E(glat?( No.01273 égg)slib Year 1417 To 1*182h2}*Kcar$ra No.134 Ka | 274Jan/2024 0240111251 In some of my documents my
- Bidding Start Date LBDEH 585157 75, Shsakti Vihar, Majra d Khasra No. , Property No.75, Shakti Vihar, Phase 1, Rs. ; i
section (EWS) people. - g a 04.03.2024 Uttarakhand Dehradun- 248171 Situated at Mauza Majra, Pargana Pachwadoon, Tehsil Sadar, | 9,65,863/- name is wrongly written as
As per the cabinet deci- Period of Compleuun. . 06 Month District Dehradun, Uttarakhand- 248001 MAHESHWARI JtOSHI where_as
sion, the authorities |y 7S:W/2/3/WAlPublication DATED: 22.02 2024 ssorzal |79 |Rahul Kumar/ Mragakshi/ Mamta Rani Khata No.01273 (Fasli Year 1417 To 1422), Khasra No.134 Ka | 274an2024 | 04/11/]|  MALESHWARL In futirs ft may b
would construct such (LBDEH00005813617) & 75, Shsakti Vihar, Majra (Old Khasra No. 363), Property No. 75, Shakti Vihar, Phase 1, Rs. 2023 . Y
houses themselves with Uttarakhand Dehradun- 248171 Situated at Mauza Majra, Pargana Pachwadoon, Tehsil Sadar, | 1,49,33,932/- read as MAHESHWARI for all
the money to be de NORTHERN RAILWAY BZ District Dehradun, Uttarakhand- 248001 purposes. MAHESHWARI W/o-
- e - - - h. Chander Kishor, R/o- V.P.O.
: : Azadi 20.|Mohd Amjad/ Mehraj (LBDEH00004969316) & Rfo 240 |Flat No.1, Situated at Part of Khasra No-245 Ground Floor, 29/Jan/2024 | 03/11/ S Y P :
%(})lizltlg((i}g)éf}:)eff]iacueﬂgee;s i Sr. DEE/TRD/MB acti fE-TENDE:: :?OJ,!CE ident of | ;m"_!"':_i"t"’" Doon Vihar Colony Jakhan Rajpur Road Uttarakhand |New No.400 KHA, 81 Engineering Enclave, Mauza Jakhan Rs. 2023 gall_anwﬂa (th-r:ﬂpa)bzphpl-‘ 2 ;i Atr:"'
- r. acting for and on alf of the President of India invites e- Dehradun- 248001 Phase-4, Pargana Kendriya District Dehradun, Uttaranchal- 16,52, 786/- mnic, | . un,
ers said on Thursday tene:er ?gaoigsth tenderd No_.”E;I -OT—RR;’BE-Zd;i‘cIosing d?‘te & lirrlles13%0§.2024 248001 9 Y Uttarakhand.
that they were grateful to [ [UP 10 79:00 hrs and Wil be openec on the same day at 1o:08 Ars On| | 5112 mesh Singh Korangal Nima Devi Khata Khatoni No.1948, (Fasli Year 1399 To 1404) Khasra 29/Jan/2024 | 18/11/ —
the  Pushkar  Singh | | oo O, M O ot o e e et LBDEH00005191103) & Phase No.8, Canal Road [No.297 Min, Mauja East Hop Town, Pargana Pachwadoon, Rs.  [2023|| |[heapplicantistheabsolute owner of
Dhami government for | |canbeseen !dgwnloagaed reps.gov. ohanpur Premnagar, Uttarakhand Dehradun- 248001 |Vikasnagar, Dehradun Uttaranchal- 248001 15,50,380/- ]ég;derfaTﬂg K_ha[s;ra No. 5?2K$ i"‘_jl
X : P ; - a, Mauja Darmawala, Tehsi
heeding the appeal made . - - P——— 22.|Sagar Sahu/ Laxmi Devi (LBHWR00005110598) & Nagar Nigam, Khata No.418, Mohalla Maliyan, Jwalapur, 29/Jan/2024 |30/11/ . ity
by KGO LoD oo Name | arden in Ruroing, Room oramiees, cookng. &-serving of faod. 553, Maliyan Ambedkar Chowk, Jwalapur Uttarakhand |Haridwar, Uttarakhand- 249407 Rs. 2023 || [Vikasnagar District Deradun. The
last at its meeting in Ka- S\fork including subsidized meals to occupants of RR, round the clock serving of Haridwar- 249407 10.48,812/- progpeﬂy executed by Naim Abbas
shipur. They further said Train ordering calls to occupants of RR, collection of soiled linens from RR 23.|Mohmmad Salik/ Nababudin/ Mohd Sadik/ Sajid Ali Khata Khtauni No.1827, Fasli 1399-1404, Khasra No.2300 29/Jan/2024 | 03/11/ S/o Vaijid Hussain address
h p h d v 1d and delivery back duly washed & ironed linens, providingwashed linens to (LBDEH00005331487) & 176 Shimla BBPass Road, Gaon |min, Mauja East Hope Town, Pargana Pachhvadun, Vikas Rs. 2023 ! L
L 211t t ﬁs eC}1510n wou every occupant of Running Room at Bareilly for aperiod of 01 year. Bhuddi, Karbari Grant, Uttarakhand Dehradun- 248007 |Nagar, Dehradun, Uttaranchal- 248001 1,72,087/- glel;blelrlgu; TdehSlI ﬁ!k: S'naga;.
elp the builders com- | |[Tender Type Open Bidding System | Singe Packel System || | |24, Viohmmad Sall/ Nababudiny Mohd Sadik/ Sajid Al [Khata Kntauni No, 1827, Fasi 1399-1404, Khasra No2300 | 29102024 | 0371/ e cistarad! In S Racistrar Ofioa-1|
Tender closin, 14.03.2024 Section Eletrical (OP' (LBDEHO00005174790) & 176 Shimla By Pass Road, Gaon |min, Mauja East Hope Town, Pargana Pachhvadun, Vikas 2023 g . g - '
g (OP) : . Dehradun in Book No. 1 Jild 873
BoB ts Date & Time 15:00 hrs Bhuddi, Karbari Grant, Uttarakhand Dehradun- 248007 |Nagar, Dehradun, Uttaranchal- 248001 20, 54 ?49!— 2aes ;? 10112 Sr. No 09 dated
‘ Ob presen A Advertised Rs. 56,40,888.52 (Inclusive of all statutory payments, 25.|Shivani Kaushik/ Shivam Sharma 1 BHK Residential Part of Property No.C-303,third Floor, Kedar | 29/Jan/2024 | 05/11/ ESQD‘J 2007 and anc;th er sale deed
Baroda Achievers Value taxes and charges including GST @18% l(\’LBDEDHoorJ%‘so?dowg)r? %mssda, TaEr?uag Ezrlcsig\(ﬁ, He‘%'é‘?ﬁa Khlz\anta Khaﬁlﬂauni Il:lo_ ; 18 (1421;_ To 14g2 Fasll:i)), rr1<h::|sra gRs'g; 2023 executed by Mohd. Sarfaraj S/o
- ir, tt - . in, tha, N s 79,412/- ’ . -
Award’ to 3 Eamﬂs‘ "'_‘:"W 28.1:12.800!— Validity of Offer E’?Daﬁ’slz - ear Zurga andin, mefiracun THaraxhan U?tarakhawd- 2?1%?)?)1 arofha, Targana anya Foon, Tehradun Wazid Hussain address Herbertpur,
GDMC students ontract Type | Service Period of Completion | O1year (1Zmonths)]| | (g1 0 K aushik/ Shivam Sharma 1 BHK Residential Part of Property No.C-303 third Floor, Kedar| 29/Jan/2024 | 05/11/|| [Vikasnagar, Dehradun, which is duly
PNS ® DEHRADUN No.E-1-OT-RR-BE-24 Date: 20.02.2024 (LBDEH00006035884) & Cross-8, Tapovan Enclave, |Heights2, Khata Khatauni No.118 (1427 To 1432 Fasli), Khasra Rs. 2023 || |registered in Sub Registrar Office-1
Near Durga Mandir, Dehradun Uttarakhand- 248001  |No.267 Min, Mauza Marotha, Pargana Parwa Doon, Dehradun, | 18,63,771/- Vlkasnagar, District DehradunNo. 1,
he Bank of Baroda SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE  IEIIZZ] | Uttarakhand- 248001 District Dehradun in Book No 1, Jild
Dehradun presented 27| Aakash Goyell Deepak Goyal (LBHWR00005206460) |Khasra No.1590/2, Chor Gali, Mohalla Pandeywala, Village 29/Jan/2024 |03/11/|| [B5Tpages 377 to 390 Sr. No 10441
‘Baroda Achievers Award’ asmfazr ﬁ’lﬂﬂ' m & Chaklan Hardwar, New Noor Bagh, Uttarakhand Jwalapur, Pargana, Haridwar, Uttarakhand- 249401 s. 2023 || [|dated 04.12.2006. Both the above
to some meritorious stu- A‘ GioRe ’ ¢ V‘ Haridwar- 249407 9,24,037/- said Original sale deeds have been
dents of the Government TN 01352655620, 2656204 B 01352651061 28.| Aakash Goyel/ Deepak Goyal(LBHWR00005206461) &|Khasra No.1590/2, Chor Gali, Mohalla Pandeywala, Village 29/Jan/2024 | 03/11/ lost somewhere. The above property
dical 1l JauTge — www.naga mdehradun.com Chaklan Hardwar, New Noor Bagh, Uttarakhand Jwalapur, Pargana, Haridwar, Uttarakhand- 249401 Rs. 2023 has not been mortgaged in any
Doon Mi ica CT% ege $—%: nagar nigam2008@yahoo.com, nagarnigam.ddn@gmail.com Haridwar- 249407 6,19,311/- bank, institution or a court. If anyone
SGDMC) ere on 1hurs- el @ sl (£.0.) 29 [Shashi Bhooshan Bargat/ Rashna Davi Khata Khatauni No.1102, (1396 To 1401 Fasli), Khasra No.839,| 29/Jan/2024 | 05/11/|| |finds or has any objection kindly
- . = ane No.04 Pratap ituated at Mouza Bharuvala Grant, Pargana Kaindriyedoon, S.
ay. (LBDEH00006060066) & 316 /5 Lane No.04 P Situated at M Bh laG P Kaindriyed R 2023 contact Alok Pundir (Advocate) Mob
T T é%wwﬁ IT—1.0 AT & ST 6 H9 i uTd Marg Subhash Nagar Dehradun, Clement Town District, Dehradun- 248002 1,63,223/- No 9412054582. Yogesh Kumar
The State health minis- AT SToTad ¥ gfee T TR BT éw Ta g faem wraAT, Dehradun, Uttarakhand Dehradun- 248002 Gupta S/lo ShriRameshwar Prasad
ter Dhan Singh Rawatand | |fee ure, siam 3 €19 <oel aradieg Ao o w2l smofifder 30.|Shashi Bhooshan Bargat/ Rashna Davi Khata Khatauni No.1102, (1396 To 1401 Fasli), Khasra No.839,| 29/Jan/2024 | 05/11/ $uhpl'?8r$|5ild0e'ntt _h::;zahpur Pole,
the Dehradun regional : ; (LBDEH00005975870) & 316 /5 Lane No.04 Pratap  |Situated At Mouza Bharuvala Grant, Pargana Kaindriyedoon, Rs. 2023 ehsil Behat, District Saharanpur.
head of the Bank ng Bar- A j)r;?;ﬁ e "ajgm*? ¥ e wd “g”g | sﬂ‘ ‘1'%5”‘3) @ Marg Subhash Nagar Dehradun, Clemen Town District, Dehradun- 248002 16,01,165/- Disclal
. e = T ST FRfa | sttty Dehradun, Uttarakhand Dehradun- 248 iIsclaimer
ra M resen : 3
?}?ea I;Ive\fa? s agpt}fze sid @1 s (E.0.) mifyd @ ol 81 e v Uy wed 31| Sunpreet Singh Wadhwal Jasbir Singh Wadhwal Inpreet |Khata No,1460 (Fasli 1416 To 1421), Khasra No.649 Ka, (OIld | 29/Jan/2024 | 03/11/ The Pioneer does not take
) 'h f] h arreitfaest fre wrafera R fFrem 1 o @3 S wed 8 | aded o Singh Wadhwa (LBDEH00004702046) & 52/2, D.L Road, |No.303), Mauza Aamwala Tarla, Pargana Parwadoon, Rs. 2023 responsibility for the content for the
en§s. e students who ST wR F afEm R_01032024 H W 4 S A PO Rispna, G.P Chakrata, Uttrakhand Dehradun- 248001 |Dehradun, Uttaranchal- 248001 13,48,964/- advertisement (Display/Classified)
d th d 01.03.20 00 : : t
cecerved the awards WeIe | | e / wire e / 2wl @ s wer (53 St | fiera & o 32.| Sunpreet Singh Wadhwa/ Jasbir Singh Wadhwa/ Inpreet |Khata No.1460 (Fasli 1416 To 1421), Khasra No.649 Ka, (Old | 29/Jan/2024 |03/11/ carried in this newspaper. The
Sarah  Saeed, Vartika AN o v Singh Wadhwa (LBDEH00004702043) & 52/2, D.L Road, [N0.303), Mauza Aamwala Tarla, Pargana Parwadoon, Rs. 2023 paper does not endorse the same.
Goyal and Vikram Singh, §fl TR HHR | F Td JEET gl TR A PO Rispna, G.P Chakrata, Uttrakhand Dehradun- 248001 |Dehradun, Uttaranchal- 248001 30,87,316/- Readers are requested to verify

BoB officers said and
added that cheques of Rs
31,000 each were pre-
sented to these three mer-
itorious GDMC students.
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The steps are being taken for substituted service of notice.

The above borrower/s and/or their guarantors (as applicable) are advised to make the
payments of outstanding within period of 60 days from the date of publication of this notice else further steps will be taken as per the provisions of
Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security InterestAct, 2002,
Date : February 23, 2024

kPlace : Dehradun

Authorized Officer
ICICI Bank Limitey

the contents on their own.
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Heli service from Haldwani
to Munsiyari, Pithoragarh
and Champawat starts

PNS m DEHRADUN

P Ioving ahead on the plan
to provide air connectiv-

ity to the far flung areas of the
State, the Heli service from
Haldwani to Munsiyari,
Pithoragarh and Champawat
started on Thursday. Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
flagged off the service under
the regional connectivity
scheme in a virtual mode from
Dehradun.

Speaking on the occasion
CM expressed gratitude to the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and civil aviation minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia for the
commencement of the Heli
service. He said that the much
awaited service will not only
help in providing transporta-
tion facilities and connecting
far flung areas but will also
prove useful in effective imple-
mentation of relief and rescue
works during disaster. The ser-
vice will also give a boost to
tourism in the area. Dhami said
that the service will also help in
igniting reverse migration in
the remote areas and rehabili-

tate the villages and houses in
the mountainous areas of the
State.

The CM said that recently a
new terminal at Dehradun air-
port Jollygrant was inaugurat-
ed and soon air services to
Amritsar, Pantnagar and
Ayodhya will start from
Dehradun as a pilot project.
The CM disclosed that soon
Heli services to Triyuginarayan
and Lansdowne will also start.

lj‘x

Ly

These services will give an
impetus to tourism and create
new avenues for employment.
He said that fixed wing aircraft
service from Dehradun to
Pithoragarh has started from
January 30, 2024. He said that
Uttarakhand is an important
state for pilgrimage and
tourism and the State govern-
ment is trying to provide every
kind of facility to the pilgrims
and tourists. The CM said that
the Dehradun airport is being

developed into an internation-
al airport. The state govern-
ment is also planning to start
Joy ride service and Himalaya
Darshan service for the tourists.
Dhami said that under the
leadership of PM Modi , 25
crore people of the country
have come out of poverty and
the dream of PM that the res-
idents of the country donning
slippers should travel by air is
coming true today.

The programme was virtu-
ally addressed by the union
minister of State for defence
and tourism Ajay Bhatt. He said
that to encourage regional
tourism and connectivity the
UDAN scheme was started.
The scheme will prove benefi-
cial for tourism, education and
health. Bhatt said that the
union government has given an
approval of Rs 140 crore for
development of Champawat
and Pithoragarh districts. The
programme was addressed by
MLA Bishan Singh Chufal,
additional secretary civil avia-
tion C Ravishankar and others.

Hemkund Sahib Yatra
to commence on May 25

PNS m JOSHIMATH

he Hemkund Sahib Yatra

2024 is commencing on
May 25 and the portals of the
shrine will be closed on
October 10. The schedule of
the Yatra was fixed in the
course of the meeting the chief

-

L -

secretary Radha Raturi had
with the chairman of
Gurudwara Shri Hemkund
Sahib Management Trust
Narinder Jit Singh Bindra here
on Thursday. After the meet-
ing was over, Bindra said that
the Gurudwara Shri Hemkund
Sahib Management Trust was
grateful to the State govern-
ment and the chief secretary for
extending full support in ensur-
ing smooth planning of this
sacred Yatra. “We informed the
chief secretary that the trust
had firmed up the schedule of

this Yatra and the State gov-
ernment’s nod to it was
required. The chief secretary
agreed to the schedule we had
chalked out and the schedule
was finalised,” Bindra said.
“This annual pilgrimage holds

immense spiritual significance
for the devotees, in general, and
those belonging to the Sikh
community, in particular;” he
said. “Thousands look forward
to the schedule of the Yatra
being finalised so that they can
plan their pilgrimage accord-
ingly. The sooner the schedule
is fixed, the smoother the Yatra
is. People get ample time to
plan things in advance. We are
relieved that the Yatra schedule
has been fixed at today’s meet-
ing with the chief secretary,” he
added.

Former CM Rawat greets
Ram devotees at Doon station

PNS m DEHRADUN

he senior State BJP leader

and former chief minister
Trivendra Singh Rawat greeted
the people who were on
Ayodhya Yatra by train to have
darshan of Lord Ram at
Dehradun railway station on
Thursday. He also flagged off
the special Ayodhya-bound
train carrying devotees of Lord
Ram. Lauding the consecration
of the Ram temple as herald of
a new era ending 450 years of
nation’s ignominy, he said that
the collective will of the people
and the political will combined
had made the apparently
impossible possible. He further

said that the newly consecrat-
ed Ram temple is going to be
the fount of inspiration for
ascendant India. He said that
the people would hold the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Yogi Adityanath in
grateful memory forever for ful-
filling their collective and cen-
turies-nurtured aspiration for a
towering temple of Lord Ram
at his birthplace. Among the
dignitaries present were the
Tehri MP Mala Rajya Laxmi
Shah, the MLA Cantt Savita
Kapoor and the mayor
Dehradun Sunil Uniyal ‘Gama.

7-day Yoga Festival
to commence on

March 15:

PNS m DEHRADUN

The State culture and
tourism minister Satpal
Mabharaj said while chairing a
meeting at the Uttarakhand
Tourism Development Board
(UTDB) office here on
Thursday that the Yoga festival
will be organised from March
15 to 21 which would feature a
number of renowned Yoga
exponents and artistes. Notably,
the meeting was called to dis-
cuss details of Mahasu master
plan and review preparations of

the upcoming Yoga festival.

The minister said he had dis-
cussed various aspects of the
master plan involving Mahasu
Devta. “It was decided at the
meeting that the temple com-
plex would be redeveloped to
enhance its cultural and
tourism prospects.
Improvement in road con-
nectivity was also stressed to
ensure an increase in the devo-
tees’ footfalls, Maharaj said.
Besides, the minister laid
emphasis on developing the
Mahabharata trail till
Kedarnath and said that this
trail, if appropriately devel-
oped, might draw hordes of
people from across the coun-
try as well as the world.

The development plan of
Kanvashram also came up at
the meeting and the minister
directed the officials to devel-
op it according to the mytho-
logical texts so that it could
become an intellectual and
cultural centre.

0!0!0! Bank

PUBLIC NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Ltd, 3rd Floor, Plot No- 23, New Rohtak Road,
Karol Bagh, Delhi- 110005
The following borrower/s have defaulted in the repayment of principal and interest of the loans facility obtained
by them from the Bank and the loans have been classified as Non-Performing Assets (NPA). A notice was
issued to them under Section 13 (2) of Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act-2002 on their last known addresses, however it was not served and hence they are
hereby notified by way of this public notice.

Maharaj

Also, the minister directed
the officials of the tourism
department to raise the num-
ber of rooms in homestays
across the State from six to 12
to accommodate more tourists.
Stressing on the growing
importance of homestays as a
source of income for the local
people, Maharaj said that these
facilities needed to be made
more tourist friendly than they
were at present.

. |
A1
A number of senior tourism

department and other officers
were present at the meeting.

MCH registers FIR
against wife of
prime riot accused

PNS m DEHRADUN

The Municipal Corporation
of Haldwani (MCH) on
Thursday registered an FIR
against Safia Malik, the wife of
the alleged mastermind of the
Haldwani riot and the wanted
accused Abdul Malik for con-
spiracy and land fraud. The
assistant municipal commis-
sioner of Haldwani Ganesh
Bhatt filed the complaint.
According to his complaint,
Safia had allegedly presented a
dead man alive in documents
and used his name for illegal

plotting, illegal construction
and illegal transfer of land in
Haldwani’s Company Bagh
area, the officials said. They
said that the accused was also
part of a criminal conspiracy
and misled the court and gov-
ernment departments by pre-
senting fake affidavits and doc-
uments. The police have regis-
tered an FIR against Safia in
Haldwani Kotwali and will
investigate the matter, the offi-
cials added.
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4 more accused arrested
in Haldwani riot case

PNS m DEHRADUN

The police on Thursday
arrested four more persons
for their alleged involvement
in the Hadwani riot. The
police have so far arrested 78
accused for their alleged role
in the violence which took
place on February 8.

The Nainital senior super-
intendent of police Prahlad
Narayan Meena said that the
accused have been identified
as Ayaz Ahmad, Mohammad
Samir, Javed Qureshi and
Mohammad Firoz. The police
arrested them after identifying
them with the help of CCTV

footage and evidence gathered
during the investigation.

He said that the police are
continuously working to arrest
all culprits involved in the
Vanbhulpura violence that
killed seven people, injured
over 100 persons and led to
property damage worth crores.
Several teams are also search-
ing for wanted accused in
nearby states. The police have
also released wanted posters of
the alleged masterminds of the
riot and wanted accused Abdul
Malik and his son Abdul Moed
in Nepal.

State BJP parliamentary
board to discuss names of
LS candidates on Feb 26

PNS® DEHRADUN

he State parliamentary

board of BJP will send the
panel of names of the party
candidates for the five Lok
Sabha seats of the State to the
central leadership on February
26. The president of
Uttarakhand unit of BJP
Mahendra Bhatt has said that
the party has appointed
observers in all the Lok Sabha
constituencies who are holding
discussions at various levels
and preparing the list of prob-
able candidates. The State par-
liamentary board of the party
will meet on February 26 and
hold discussion on the names
and forward them to the cen-

tral leadership of the party.
Bhatt said that in the face of
imminent defeat the senior
leaders of the Congress party
are showing reluctance to con-
test the Lok Sabha elections in
the State. He exuded confi-
dence that the BJP candidates
will win all the five Lok Sabha
seats with a victory margin of
more than five lakh votes.
Taking a dig at the Congress
party, the State president of BJP
said that in such a situation the
senior leaders of the Congress
party have taken a wise deci-
sion of not entering into an
electoral contest in the Lok
Sabha polls.

State BJP gears up for Nadda’s
Uttarakhand visit on Feb 28

PNS m DEHRADUN

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) State unit is gearing
up for the Uttarakhand visit of
its national president JP Nadda
on February 28. The national
general secretary organisation
of BJP BL Santosh reviewed the
preparation of the party for the
visit on Thursday. Nadda will
visit Haldwani, Haridwar and
Dehradun during his one day
visit. In Haldwani he will
address a conclave of party
workers and office bearers. In
Haridwar he will take part in
the meeting of the election
campaign committee in
Haridwar and then address a
convention of party workers of
Tehri Lok Sabha in Dehradun.
Santosh, who was on a two day
visit to the State also reviewed
the Lok Sabha level teams and
preparations of the party for the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections
on Thursday. He held meetings
with the convenors and co
convenors of the five major
campaigns of the party in the
state. Santosh also met the Lok
Sabha election convenors, co
conveners, Lok Sabha in-

charges and other leaders. In
the meeting, he finalised the
tour programme of national
president Nadda. The meeting
was attended by president of
State BJP Mahendra Bhatt, gen-
eral secretary organisation Ajey
Kumar, Khilendra Chaudhary,
Rajendra Bisht, state vice pres-
ident Kuldeep Kumar, Neeru
Devi, Puneet  Mittal,
Kaustubhand Joshi, Jyoti
Gairola, Samir Arya and others.
The president of State BJP
Mahendra Bhatt said that
Santosh was informed about the
progress of the beneficiary con-
tact programme of the party. He
said that the party unit has pre-
pared a list of 25,000 party
workers who will contact more
than 10 lakh beneficiaries of dif-
ferent schemes of the govern-
ment. Bhatt said that every
worker of the party will meet 10
-20 beneficiaries from March 1
to 3 and will upload Namo App
in their mobile phones. He said
that the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will hold virtual
interaction with the women self
help groups on March 6.

Cong to ensure speedy
reservation to women in
LS, VSs if elected: Lamba

PNS m DEHRADUN

The president of All India
Mahila Congress Alka
Lamba has said that if elected
to power the Congress party
will ensure that the benefit of
the 33 per cent reservation to
women in the Lok Sabha and
State assemblies is immediately
provided. She said that the
Mabhila Congress has advocat-
ed that more and more tickets
are given to the women can-
didates in the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections and it has
sent names of the women for
more than 50 per cent con-
stituencies to the screening
committee. She
said that though
the Modi gov-
ernment has
brought and
passed the
women reserva-
tion bill but has
deferred its
implementation.
Interacting with
the media per-
son at the head-
quarters of the
State Congress here on
Thursday Lamba said the
Mabhila Congress is working
for economic and political
empowerment of the women
in the country. She said that
the former president of
Congress party Rahul Gandhi
is on a Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra. In the Yatra he has
taken up the issues of injustice
to farmers, youth, women and
labourers. She said that the
Mahila Congress will also start
Nari Nyay Yatras in every dis-
trict of the state. Lamba said
that the Modi government
had promised to double the
income of farmers and pass a
law on MSP but it has failed.
She said that instead of pro-
viding justice to the farmers
the government is bombarding
teargas shells on farmers by
using drones. Lamba said that
the Congress party has
promised that it will give guar-

antee on MSP within 100 days
of coming to power and waive
off the loans of the farmers.
She said unemployment is at
its peak in the country during
the rule of the party which has
promised to provide two crore
employment every year.
Lamba said that the Congress
party favours caste census in
the country which will ensure
equal rights on the resources
of the nation. She said that
crime against women is
increasing in the country and
BJP leaders are involved in the
cases of rape and exploitation

of women. Lamba said that the
report of the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) sug-
gests that 10 lakh women have
gone missing in the last one
year. She said that Uttarakhand
which is called as Devbhoomi
now holds the dubious dis-
tinction of being the number
one State among the
Himalayan states in crime
against women. Launching an
attack on the BJP govern-
ment, Lamba said that the
recent action of the Income
Tax (IT) department on freez-
ing of bank accounts of the
Congress party is an example
of how the agencies are being
used against the opposition.

The Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) president
Karan Mahara and the presi-
dent of Uttarakhand Mabhila
Congress Jyoti Rautela were
also present on the occasion.
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1. |Sri Balaji Foods, Mahesh Singh Property Bearing Khata No. 1135 (Fasli | 10/01/2024 |19/11/
(Proprietor), Shashi, Mahesh Singh, Year 1417 To 1422), Khasra No.1111, Rs. 2023
097905002231, Represented By Proprietor | Rakba 187.28 Sq.mtr Situated At 30,76,597.00/-
Mahesh Singh 0 Mehuwala Near Masjid Mauza Mehuwala Mafi, Pargana
Chandataal Mehuwala, Dehradun- 248001 |Pachawadoon, District Dehradun

2. |Ganpati Traders, Sachin Kumar Property Bearing Khasra No. 1047 Min| 11/01/2024 |30/11/
(Proprietor), Sachin Kumar, Sonia, Ramdham Colony, Village Rawli Rs. 2023
Kuntlesh, 245905000522, J-376 Shivalik |Mahdood, Pargana Jwalapur, Tehsil & |15,75,560.00/-
Nagar, Bhel Ranipur, Haridwar District Haridwar, 248403
Uttarakhand, Haridwar- 249403

Date : February 23, 2024
Qlace : Dehradun

The steps are being taken for substituted service of notice. The above borrower/s and/or their guarantors (as
applicable) are advised to make the payments of outstanding within period of 60 days from the date of publication of
this notice else further steps will be taken as per the provisions of Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security InterestAct, 2002.
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ICICI Bank Limitej)
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Brahmos hoost for Navy flrepower okayed

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

ith the objective of
qurther bolstering
the Navy’s firepower,

the Government has given the
nod for a Rs 20,000 crore deal
to procure 200 Brahmos
supersonic missiles.  The
contract is likely to be firmed
up in next few days.

The nod for the mega deal was
given by Cabinet Committee
on Security(CCS) on
Wednesday, sources said here
on Thursday. Brahmos is
joint venture between India
and Russia and the supersonic
missiles are manufactured
within India.

The induction of Brahmos
missiles will shore up Indian
Navy’s arsenal. The missiles

deployed on warships are used

for anti-ship and attack
operations.
This highly sophisticated

missile can be launched from
ships, submarines, fighter jets
and from land. Indian Army
and Navy have already
inducted  the  Brahmos
missiles over the last few
years.

Given its proven capabilities,
the Philippines has inked a
deal for procuring Brahmos

missiles from India in a deal '

worth 375 million dollars.

The first set of these missiles
will reach the Philippines in .

March, it was learnt.

The Brahmos missile can
accurately strike a target at sea
and land at a range of more
than 300 kms. Specifically
designed for naval
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The apex child rights
body National
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (NCPCR)
has issued directive to the
Uttar Pradesh government
to register an FIR and take
legal action against Darul
Uloom  Deoband, a
renowned Islamic
educational  institution,
following the discovery of
alleged objectionable
content on its website.

In a letter addressed to the
senior superintendent of

police  (SSP) of the
Saharanpur District,
NCPCR Chairperson
Priyank Kanoongo
highlighted the
commission’s concern

regarding a fatwa published
on the Deoband’s website.
The commission requested
an action taken report to be

submitted within three
days.
The fatwa in question

reportedly discusses the
concept of ‘Ghazwa-e-
Hind® and  allegedly
glorifies “martyrdom in
the context of India’s
invasion”.

“This fatwa is exposing
children to hatred against
one’s own country and
eventually causing them
unnecessary mental or
physical suffering,” said

Nazwa-e-Hind
wa puts Darul
00m In a spot

Kanoongo in the letter,
emphasising the alleged
violation of Section 75 of the
Juvenile Justice Act, 2015.
The NCPCR, invoking
Section 13(1) of the CPCR
Act, 2005, emphasised the
potential for such content
to incite hatred against the
nation.

Referring to legal
precedents, including the
case of Kanhaiya Kumar vs
the State of NCT of Delhi,
the commission
underlined the gravity of
expressions that could be
construed as an offense
against the state.
Furthermore, the letter
noted the commission’s
previous  attempts  to
address similar concerns
with the district
administration in January
2022 and July 2023.
Despite these efforts, no
action has been taken thus
far, the NCPCR said and
asserted that the district
administration could be
held responsible for any

adverse consequences
resulting from the
dissemination of such
content.

In light of  these
developments, the NCPCR
directed the initiation of
legal proceedings against
Darul Uloom Deoband
under the Indian Penal
Code and the Juvenile
Justice Act, 2015.
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deployment, this weapon can
be launched in a vertical or
inclined mode from a
stationary or moving
maritime platform, engaging
targets at stand-off ranges on
sea or land.

In 2016, as India became a
member of the Missile
Technology Control
Rregime(MTCR), India and
Russia are now planning to
jointly develop a new
generation of BrahMos
missiles with 800 km range
and an ability to hit protected
targets with pinpoint
accuracy. Plans are to
eventually upgrade all missiles
to a range of 1,500 km
Meanwhile, the CCS approval
for Brahmos missile
acquisition comes days after
the defence ministry approved

a proposal to procure nine
maritime surveillance aircraft
for the Indian Navy and six
maritime patrol aircraft for
the Indian Coast Guard.

The proposed acquisition
involves the construction of
15 maritime patrol planes,
which will be based on C-295
transport aircraft that are
being manufactured in India
in a joint venture between
Tata Advanced Systems and
Airbus. The estimated value of
these projects stands at Rs
29,000 crore.

The transport aircraft would
be equipped with the required
radars and sensors and turned
into a maritime patrol plane
by the Defence Research and
Development Organisation’s
Centre for Airborne Systems
(CABS).

Jaishankar to begin South Korea,
Japan visit from March 5

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
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xternal Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar will embark on
a four-day visit to South Korea
and Japan beginning March 5
to hold talks with his
interlocutors on key bilateral,
regional and global issues,
including the challenges in the
Indo-Pacific.
Jaishankar’s visit to the
Republic of Korea and Japan,
two of India’s major partners,
will impart further
momentum  to  bilateral
exchanges and set the agenda
for future cooperation, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said.
The external affairs minister
will first travel to Seoul on a
two-day visit where he will co-
chair the 10th India-South
Korea Joint Commission
Meeting (JCM) along with his
Korean counterpart Cho Tae-

yul.

Jaishankar is expected to meet

with Korean dignitaries,
heads of think tanks and
Indian community, the MEA
said, announcing the visit.
India’s  Special  Strategic
Partnership with South Korea
has expanded to diverse areas
of cooperation, which include
trade, investments, defence,
education and technology
among others.

“The JCM 1is expected to
comprehensively review the
entire gamut of bilateral
cooperation and explore

further
the MEA

avenues for
strengthening it,
said in a statement.
“It will also provide an
opportunity for the two sides
to exchange views on regional
and global issues of mutual
interest,” it said.

In the second leg of his trip,
Jaishankar will visit Japan
from March 6 to 8. In Tokyo,
Jaishankar will attend the 16th
India-Japan Foreign Ministers
Strategic Dialogue along with
his Japanese counterpart Yoko
Kamikawa.

“The two ministers are
expected to discuss issues of
bilateral, regional and global
importance, and exchange
views on cooperation for a free,
open, inclusive, peaceful and
prosperous Indo-Pacific,” the
MEA said.

“India-Japan Special Strategic
and Global Partnership has
further deepened in the last
decade in areas such as
defence and digital
technologies, semiconductor
supply chains, clean energy,
high speed rail, industrial
competitiveness and
connectivity; it said.

The MEA said Jaishankar’s
visit and meetings in Tokyo
will provide strategic
guidance to the “functional
cooperation” between the two
countries in these areas. He is
expected to interact with
business leaders, think tanks
and academia, building upon
strong cultural and people-to
people ties.

Centre to continug scheme for women safety
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he Centre has decided to

continue its  flagship
scheme for women safety with
an approval of Rs 1,179.72
crore till 2025-26. The Union
Cabinet took the decision on
Wednesday night in an effort
to check incidents of crime
against women in the country.
According to the latest record
of the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB), a
total of 4,45,256 cases of
crime against women were
registered across India in
2022 — almost 51 FIRs every
hour on an average. The
figure was 4,28,278 in 2021
and 3,71,503 in 2020.
A meeting of the Union
Cabinet, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,

approved the proposal of the
Ministry of Home Affairs for

the continuation of the
implementation  of  the
umbrella scheme on “Safety of
Women” at a total cost of Rs
1,179.72 crore from 2021-22
to 2025-26, an official release
said.

Of the total project outlay of
Rs 1,179.72 crore, an amount
of Rs 885.49 crore will be
provided by the MHA from

its own budget and Rs 294.23
crore will be channelised
from the Nirbhaya Fund.

The safety of women in a
country is an outcome of
several factors, such as
stringent deterrence through
strict laws, effective delivery
of justice, redressal of
complaints in a timely
manner and easily accessible
institutional support
structures to the victims, the
release said.

Stringent  deterrence in
matters related to offences
against women has been

provided through
amendments in the IPC, the
CrPC  and the Indian

Evidence Act. In its efforts
towards women safety, the
Centre, in collaboration with
the states and Union
territories, has launched

several projects.

The objectives of these
projects include
strengthening mechanisms in
the states for ensuring timely
intervention and
investigation in the cases of
crime against women and
higher efficiency in the
investigation and  crime
prevention in such matters.
The Centre has proposed to
continue a number of projects
under the umbrella scheme
for “Safety of Women”.

These  are  Emergency
Response Support System 2.0,
upgradation of the central
forensic sciences laboratories,
including the setting up of the
National  Forensic  Data
Centre, strengthening DNA
analysis and cyber-forensic
capacities in the state forensic
sciences laboratories (FSLs).

Normalisation of scores in GUET
UG likely to he done away with
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Normalisation of scores for the
Common University Entrance
Test (CUET)-UG is likely to be done
away with this year, with the
National Testing Agency (NTA)
planning a rejig of the crucial
examination for its third edition,

according to top officials.

The examination, which is spread
over a month, is likely to be
conducted in a shorter duration as
the agency is contemplating a
hybrid mode, including OMR
sheets and a computer-based test.
The move will also ensure that most
of the students get a chance to take
the examination in a city of their

choice.

“The NTA is working on the
possibility of conducting papers
with a large registration in the OMR
mode. This will help us choose a
large number of schools as test
centres. This will ensure that the
students will get a centre within
their town or city and do not have to
travel to faraway places,” University

Grants  Commission

hybrid mode

Chairman M Jagadesh Kumar said.
“Adopting the pen-and-paper mode
for subjects with a large registration
and a computer-based test for
papers with a smaller registration
will ensure that the CUET-UG can
be conducted in a shorter duration
unlike in the last two years. The
promotes

opportunities for all, ensuring that
geographical constraints do not
hinder the students’ educational
aspirations in rural and remote

areas,” Kumar said.
the

eliminate

(UGC)

equal

He said conducting the exam for a
subject on a single day will
need
normalisation of scores.
last two years, we had to conduct
the test for the same paper over a
period of two or three days in our
endeavour to provide the first-
choice centre to the students as
much as possible. But this year, by
adopting the OMR mode, a large
number of centres will be available
at schools and colleges, enabling
us to conduct the test across the
country on the same day.
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Unlon Information
Broadcasting Minister Anurag
Thakur on Thursday took serious
exception to the arrest of a TV
in West
appealed to Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee to ensure the media is not
crushed in the state.

Addressing a press conference here,
Thakur called the journalist’s arrest
“It is my request to
Mamata Banerjee that such thing
should not happen again,” Thakur told

“Freedom of press is the right of
media and it should not be crushed.
This is my appeal to Mamata

Media should not be crushed in
Bengal, Thakur appeals to Mamata

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W Banerjee,” he added.

Santu Pan, a journalist with Republic

Bangla,
Sandeshkhali late on Monday evening.
Sandeshkhali in West Bengal’s North
24-Parganas district has been tense
with a large number of women in the
locality accusing Trinamool Congress
strongman Shajahan Sheikh and his
supporters of “land-grab and sexually
assaulting” them under coercion.

Sheikh has been absconding since
January 5 when a mob attacked
Enforcement
officers during a raid at his residence
in connection with an alleged ration

and

Bengal and

scam.

was arrested from

Directorate  (ED)

Two of Sheikh’s aides, who

along with others were booked under
charges of gang rape and attempt to
murder, have been arrested.

PARAKH to adopt global
standards for national
assessment survey

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

onducting the National
Achievement Survey
(NAS) and the Foundational
Learning Study (FLS), aiming

to adopt international
standards to further refine
assessment methods and
expanding stakeholder
capacity building are among
the plans of national
assessment regulator
PARAKH for 2024.

Performance  Assessment,
Review and Analysis of
Knowledge for Holistic
Development (PARAKH),

which completed its first year
this month, is tasked with
framing assessment
guidelines for all boards to
help remove disparities in the
scores of the students
enrolled with different state
boards.

“As it moves into its second
year, PARAKH is focused on
preparing for the National
Achievement Survey (NAS)
and the Foundational
Learning Study (FLS) in
2024, aiming to adopt
international standards to
further refine the assessment
methods  and  expand
stakeholder capacity
building,” said Amit Sevak,
CEO of the US-based
Educational Testing Service
(ETS).

ETS, which conducts key
tests such as TOEFL and
GRE, is the technical partner
of the National Council for
Education Research
(NCERT). It was chosen for
setting up the regulatory
platform  and  assisting
PARAKH in achieving the

goals.
“The initiative’s roadmap
promises continuous

improvement of educational
assessments, aiming  to
inspire the evolution of
India’s education system to
meet global standards,” Sevak
said.

The last year saw PARAKH
establishing a comprehensive
framework for  student
assessment across India’s
school boards, conducting
the First State Educational
Achievement Survey (SEAS)
that involved more than 84
lakh students in literacy and
numeracy assessments across

19 languages, thus setting a
new precedent for
educational surveys in India.
The NAS, which assesses the
competencies developed by
students at the grade levels of
third, fifth and eighth, is
conducted every three years.
The FLS is a school-based
performance-assessment
module. Selected samples of
children from a chosen grade
are assessed by a test
administrator in a one-on-
one setting where each child
responds to a set of questions
administered orally. Several
foundational literacy skills,
including oral-language
comprehension, phonological
awareness, decoding, reading
comprehension and oral-
reading  fluency  with
comprehension, are assessed
as part of the exercise.

For foundational numeracy,
number identification and
comparison, number
operations, —multiplication
and division facts,
measurement, fractions,
patterns and data handling
are included.

“Earlier this month,
PARAKH made a
presentation showcasing the
roadmap for improvement in
the learning outcomes, based
on competency-based
assessment envisaged in the
NEP-2020. It  includes
creating an  equivalence
amongst all state school
boards and for this, an
interface has been created
with  the boards and
respective state governments
and SCERTs,” said Sanjay
Kumar, School Education
Secretary.

“The successful conduct of
the state achievement survey
in 2023 was discussed and its
preliminary results were
shared. I am sure that
transformation in assessment
processes,  along  with
equivalence in state school
boards, would manifest itself
in the NAS learning outcome
scores;” he added. The report
of the state achievement
survey is yet to be released.
Indrani Bhaduri, who heads
PARAKH, said, “Learning
assessments need to be made
meaningful and relevant for
the students and this can
happen only through a
participatory approach.”

Thakur launches portals to revolutionise media landscape

»
eSS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Minister of Information
and Broadcasting Anurag
Singh  Thakur here on
Thursday launched four
transformatory portals that
promise to revolutionize the
media landscape in India.
They include Press Sewa
Portal, Transparent
Empanelment Media Planning
and e-Billing System, Navigate

Bharat Portal and National

Register for Local Cable
Operators(LCOs).

These initiative are aimed at
ensuring ease of doing

business by fostering a more
conducive business
environment for Newspaper
publishers and TV channels,
enhance transparency and
efficiency in government
communication, provide easy
access to authentic
Government videos and create

a comprehensive database of
LCOs enabling the
Government to streamline
regulatory processes in the

cable television sector in
future.

Addressing the audience
present on the occasion,

Thakur remarked today, India
is viewed as an attractive
destination for investment,
with global companies eager to
establish businesses there.

He recalled Prime Minister

LYY

Narendra Modis emphasis on
transformative governance and
economic reforms has greatly
improved the ease of doing
business in India and added
that this has led to increased
investment from both existing
businesses and new
entrepreneurs. The startup
ecosystem, in particular, has
flourished, with a significant
increase in the number of
startups and unicorns, he
stated.

Elaborating on recognition of
governments achievements
towards improving ease of
doing business, the minister
said these have been
recognized  globally, as
evidenced by its improved
rankings in international
indices like the World Bank’s
Ease of Doing Business Index
and the Logistic Performance
Index.

He further said the success of
platforms like the Government

e-Marketplace (GeM) reflect
the governments efforts to
create a level playing field for
MSMEs and small businesses.
He added that Prime Minister
Modi’s leadership has not only
focused on economic reforms
but also on fostering a mindset
transformation, recognizing
entrepreneurs as partners in
national development.

This approach has led to
increased wealth creation, job
opportunities, and higher

incomes,  benefiting  the
country’s overall welfare and
development.

Earlier, Secretary, Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
Sanjay Jaju during his remarks
said these initiatives will help
us streamline and increase our
engagement with the media.
These will foster not just
transparency and innovation

and help improve the
functioning of the
departments.
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Elect Modi once again to make
India Vishwa Guru, says Shak

Un|on Home M|n|ster and BJP Ieader Amit Shah addresses the V|Jay Sankalp Shankhnaad raIIy in Janjgir on Thursday PTI

PTI ® JANJGIR

nion Home Minister
l |Amit Shah on
Thursday urged the

people of Chhattisgarh to elect
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for a third term in office
to make India a developed
nation, and ‘Bharat Mata a
‘Vishwa Guru.

Sounding the poll bugle at a
rally at Janjgir in the BJP-ruled
state, he also hit out at the
Congress, accusing it of
delaying the construction of
the Ram temple in Ayodhya
for 75 years. “The coming
(Lok Sabha) elections will
decide the future of the
country. These elections are to
make India a completely
developed nation, and to make

Bharat Mata (Mother India) a
Vishwa Guru (world teacher),”
the senior BJP leader said. The
BJP won ten out of 11 Lok
Sabha seats in the state in 2014
and nine in 2019, Shah noted,
adding that in the recent
assembly elections people
voted his party to power with a
thumping majority.

“The incompetent (Congress)
government neither controlled
Naxalism, nor did it ensure
justice to the people. It
committed corruption and did
injustice to the people, who
then ousted it from power)
Shah said. Among other
things, the Modi government

provided tap water
connections to 60 crore poor
people in the country

including 38 lakh households

in Chhattisgarh in the last ten
years, he said.

The Vishnu Deo Sai-led BJP
government in the state has
completed 30 percent of
“Modi ki guarantee” (BJP’s poll
promises) so far, the Union
minister  claimed. Modi
himself is a guarantee, and he
should be elected once again
so that India becomes the
third largest economy in the
world, Shah said.
“Chhattisgarh is Lord Ram’s
Nanhihal (place of one’s
mother’s parents). But the
Congress did not resolve the
550-year-old (Ram Mandir)
issue in the last 75 years. But
Modi solved it and performed
consecration of Ram Lalla
(lord Rams idol) in Ayodhya,”
he added.

nation 05

Amarnath Yatra service registration reviewed

PTI ® JAMMU

Authorities here reviewed
an action plan for
registration of service
providers for the upcoming
pilgrimage to the holy cave
shrine of Amarnath in south
Kashmir Himalayas, an official
said on Thursday.

Labour Commissioner
Charandeep Singh chaired a
preparatory meeting regarding
the annual pilgrimage to the
3,880-metre-high shrine with
the department officials who
were asked to gear up for
timely ~and  hassle-free
registration of service
providers, the official said.
Last year, 32,819 service
providers, including 15,903
ponywalas, 10,023 palki and
dandiwalas  and 6,893
pithuwalas were registered by
the labour department for the

yatra, which usually takes place
in the month of ‘Shravan’ (July-
August). The official said
detailed deliberations were
held regarding this year’s
action plan for registration of
service providers who come
from various districts of
Jammu and Kashmir and
facilitate the pilgrims in their
journey to the holy cave from
both the Pahalgam and the
Baltal axis each year.

Asserting that the labour
department has a significant
role in the smooth conduct of
the yatra, Singh said as and

when the dates for the
commencement of  the
registration ~ process  are

finalised, the same will be
communicated to the service

providers.
The department will be
facilitating advance

registration of  service

providers both in their native
districts and also at camps
located in Ganderbal and
Anantnag districts besides
ensuring timely and hassle-free
issuance of Radio Frequency

Identification (RFID) cards in
their favour in coordination
with the Shri Amarnathji
Shrine Board (SASB) and
concerned district
administrations, Singh said.

Registration camps for the
purpose were established at
Sonmarg, Kangan, Manigam,
Gund, Gutlibagh and Baltal in
Ganderbal  district  and
Matigawran, Sallar, Khayar,
Aishmuqam, Anantnag and
Pahalgam in Anantnag district
besides other district
headquarters, he said.

While emphasising on better
coordination with other line
departments with regard to
contractors and  contract
workers hired for different
works for the yatra, Singh said
line departments being the
principal ~ employers  are
required to share the list of all
such contractors engaged by
them with the labour
department so that interest of
contract workers are protected
in terms of wages, hours of
work and other basic
amenities.

Haldwani violence: Fresh case
registered against mastermind

PTI B DEHRADUN

fresh case of fraud and

criminal conspiracy was
registered on Thursday against
six people, including
"mastermind” Abdul Malik
and his wife, in connection
with the Haldwani violence,
police said.
Four more rioters were
arrested, taking the total
number of arrests so far to 78
in the February 8 violence that
broke out over the demolition
of an illegal madrasa in
Banbhoolpura, they said.
Malik and his wife Safia are
among six persons booked for
criminal  conspiracy and
fraudulently using a dead

man's name for illegal plotting,
construction and transfer of
land, Nainital SSP Prahlad
Narayan Meena said.

The accused have been
charged with hatching a
criminal conspiracy to mislead
the government departments
and the court on the basis of
false affidavits, he said.

They have been booked under
sections 120B(criminal
conspiracy), 417 (cheating)
and 420 (cheating and
dishonestly inducing delivery
of property) of the IPC, he told
reporters.

Earlier, three FIRs were
registered in connection with
the incident.

A look-out notice against

Malik and his son Abdul Moid
was issued earlier and their
property in the town attached.
Malik had built the illegal
madrasa and vehemently
opposed its demolition, police
said.

His wife had even moved the
court  challenging  the
municipal corporation's notice
for demolition.

Meanwhile, four more rioters
were arrested for the violence
on Thursday.

On a viral video showing that
money is being distributed
among people in the riot-hit
area in Haldwani, the SSP said
people who distributed money
belonged to a Hyderabad-
based NGO.

Naxal camp busted
after two encounters

PTI M BIJAPUR

ANaxahte camp on the
Bijapur-Dantewada
border in Chhattisgarh was
busted by security forces
following two encounters
with the ultras, officials said
on Thursday.

The operation was
part of an anti-Naxal
operation launched by a joint
team of the District Reserve
Guard (DRG) of Bijapur and
Dantewada, Special Task
Force (STF) and 202nd
battalion of CRPF's elite
Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action (CoBRA) on
Tuesday, an official said.

The operation was launched

following a tip off about the
presence of 70-80 Naxalites
of 'Gangalur area committee'
of the outlawed CPI(Maoist)
in the hills of Pidiya and
Itawar villages on the
Bijapur-Dantewada border,
said Bijapur Superintendent
of Police Jitendra Kumar
Yadav.

"Sensing the presence of the
patrolling team, the Maoists
opened indiscriminate fire
near Itawar village on
Wednesday. They fled after
security forces retaliated.
Another gun battle took
place near the jungle of
Lendra-Korcholi  villages
when the security forces were
returning,” the SP said.

Chief Wildlife Wardens can declare wild boars vermin; Minister

PTI B WAYANAD (KERALA)

nion Minister for

Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Bhupender Yadav
on Thursday said that Chief
Wildlife Wardens (CWW) are
empowered under the the Wildlife
Protection Act to declare wild boars
as vermin, and therefore the law
does not need to be amended. The
minister also emphasised that the
CWWs have the power under the
Act to permit trapping, capture and
killing of problematic animals, but
urged the state to use this power
“diligently and cautiously”.
The union minister’s statement
assumes significance as the Kerala
assembly recently passed a
resolution seeking to get the wildlife
protection law amended to prevent
human-animal conflict in the state.
One of the suggested amendments
in the resolution was to declare or
classify as vermin wild boars that
come out of the forests and multiply
in human-inhabited areas.

Yadav, while speaking to the media
after a meeting with the local
administration and forest officials
here, said, “No amendment is
required. Under section 11 of the
Wildlife Protection Act of 1972,
enough powers have been vested
with the Chief Wildlife Warden of
the state. “So, the power is already
there. Under that power, he can
issue permission to trap, capture or
kill any problematic animal. T urge
the government of Kerala that they
diligently and cautiously use this
power to protect the farming
community and their crops” Later
in a post on social media platform
X, he blamed the Kerala
government and the local
representatives of Wayanad and
adjoining regions for allegedly
ignoring the escalating human-
animal conflict in the district.

“This is rather unfortunate and has
led to people losing lives. We
request the state to be prompt in its
response so that lives can be saved
and wildlife can flourish,” the

minister said on X. His statement
comes in the wake of Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi, who represents the
Wayanad Lok Sabha constituency,
visiting the homes of the persons
who died in the animal attacks.
The Wayanad district
administration, in a statement, said
that in the meeting the MLAs
demanded a permanent solution to
the wildlife attacks here. They
demanded that steps be taken to
provide state-of-the-art equipment
to the forest caretakers, relax
provisions of forest laws and
appoint high-level officials in the
district, the statement said.

Besides that, they also demanded
that families living inside wildlife
sanctuaries be rehabilitated and
concessions be given to the state to
include cutting of undergrowth and
trench construction works in the
employment guarantee scheme, it
said. Union Minister Yadav, told the
press after his meeting that the
central government has enhanced
the compensation for human

casualties in animal attacks to Rs 10
lakh from Rs 5 lakh. He said that the
payment is to be made by the state
government which is provided the
required funding based upon the
Annual Plan of Operation (APO)
raised by it.

“The payment has to be done by the
state government. They should do it
immediately and in a transparent
manner; he said. Yadav requested
the state government to create a
suitable mechanism and protocol
for payment of the compensation in

a transparent manner. “Whenever
the state government raises the
APO, we give them the money. The
state government has to pay the
compensation and raise the APO;
he further said. The union minister
also said that Centre has sanctioned
Rs 15.82 crore during the financial
year 2023-24 under various
schemes to the state of Kerala.
“Based on the demand/Annual Plan
of Operations proposed by the state

government, the Centre will
consider funding support under
CAMPA (Compensatory

Afforestation Fund Management
and Planning Authority) and other
schemes for site-specific elephant
proof walls and other mitigation
measures, he said.

He also said the Centre, through the
Wildlife Institute of India (WII),
will assist in preparing corridor
management plans in Kerala,
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, for the
smooth movement of elephant
herds in the region. Besides the
human-animal conflict, the

minister also spoke about capacity
building in the eco-tourism sector
of the district, saying it will help
create employment opportunities in
the area. Yadav arrived in Kerala’s
Wayanad district on Wednesday
evening following the rise in animal
attacks here. He visited the families
of the three men who died in
animal attacks in this mountainous
district of Kerala and assured them
of all possible help to put their lives
back on track. Two persons, Ajeesh
and Paul, were trampled to death by
two different wild elephants this
month, and another person,
Prajeesh, was killed by a tiger in
December 2023. A state ministerial
delegation had visited Wayanad on
Tuesday on the directions of Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and
discussed remedial proposals
during a meeting attended by the
local people’s representatives and
officials. Prior to that, Governor
Arif Mohammed Khan had visited
the family members of those killed
in the recent animal attacks.

Manipur High Court revokes inclusion
order for Meitei community in ST List

PTI B IMPHAL

Dhankar calls for deeper cooperation
among nations in maritime domain

PTI B VISAKHAPATNAM

he Manipur High Court

has ordered deletion of a
paragraph from a March 2023
order that urged the state to
consider including the Meitei
community in the Scheduled
Tribe list, saying the paragraph
was in conflict with the
Supreme Courts constitution
bench stance.
The March 27, 2023 directive,
believed to be a catalyst for
ethnic unrest that claimed over
200 lives, was rescinded by a
single judge bench of Justice
Golmei Gaiphulshillu during a
review petition hearing on
Wednesday.
The contentious paragraph

from last year’s verdict,
instructing the state to
expedite consideration of

Meitei community inclusion,
was deemed for deletion.

The paragraph of the last year
verdict stated the state
government “shall consider the
case of the petitioners for
inclusion of Meetei/Meitei
community in the Scheduled
Tribes list, expeditiously,
preferably within a period of
four weeks” from the date of
receipt of the order.

Justice Gaiphulshillus ruling
on February 21 emphasised the
necessity of removing the

directive, pointing to the
Government  of  India’s
stipulated  procedure  for
Scheduled Tribe list
amendments.

Justice  Gaiphulshillu said,

“Accordingly, the direction

#
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given at para no. 17(iii) needs
to be deleted and is ordered
accordingly for deletion of the
para no. 17(iii) of the judgment
and order dated March 27,
2023..7

Referring to the constitutional
protocol detailed in the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs’
2013-14 report, the court
highlighted the need for
alignment with the Supreme
Court’s constitutional
interpretation.

“..Jam satisfied and of the view
that the direction given at Para
no. 17(iii) of the single judge
dated March 27, 2023...Which
is impugned herein needs to be
reviewed, as the direction
given at para no. 17(iii) of the
single judge is against the

observation made in the
constitution bench of the
Supreme Court,” the high

court said in its 19-page
verdict.

The high courts detailed 19-
page verdict underlined the
legislative  limitations on
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judicial interference
concerning Scheduled Tribe
classifications, as outlined by a
constitution bench ruling in
November 2000.

“Courts cannot and should not
expand jurisdiction to deal
with the question as to whether
a particular caste, sub-caste; a
group or part of tribe or sub-
tribe is included in any one of
the Entries mentioned in the
Presidential Orders issued
under Article 341 and 342
particularly so when in Clause
(2) of the said Article, it is
expressly stated that said
orders cannot be amended or
varied except by law made by
Parliament” the verdict of
Supreme Courts Constitution
bench in November 2000 said.
The constitution bench had
elucidated that courts should
not overstep their jurisdiction
in determining such
categorisations. Following the
eruption of violence post the
March 27 order, a series of
petitions, including challenges

to the high court directive,
were presented to the Supreme
Court.

The apex court, on May 17 of
the same year, denounced the
high court’s directive as
“obnoxious” and considered
staying the order due to its
perceived inaccuracies.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice D' Y Chandrachud had
said, “T will tell you (lawyers)
one thing that the high court
order was incorrect... I think
we have to stay the order of the
high court. The high court
order is absolutely wrong”
The apex court bench had
made clear it will not deal with
legal issues arising out of the
Manipur High Court’s decision
on grant of reservation to
majority Meiteis as the pleas
challenging the order were
pending with the larger
division bench there.

Amid the legal discourse, the
Supreme Court refrained from
addressing the core legal
aspects arising from the
Manipur ~ High  Courts
decision, as the challenges were

pending before a larger
division bench.

The court invited tribal
participation,  particularly

from Kukis, in the ongoing
legal proceedings related to the
intra-court appeals.

The violent unrest in Manipur,
triggered by dissent over
Meitei community’s Scheduled
Tribe  status  aspiration,
underscores the complex
demographic fabric of the
region.

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankar on

inaugurated
international maritime seminar here as
part of multinational naval exercise
and called on the
participating nations to explore avenues
for deeper cooperation, exchange of ideas

Thursday

‘MILAN 2024,

and best practices.

The seminar is an important component g

the

of MILAN 2024, which offers convergence

of global maritime excellence and serves as
a platform for collaboration, synergy and
growth among nations across the oceans.
“As we engage in discussions, let us
collectively explore avenues for deeper
cooperation, exchange of ideas and best
evolving
challenges in the maritime domain,”
Dhankar was quoted as saying in an

practices to address the

official press release.

Themed

infrastructure.

Further, the Vice President emphasised on

‘Partners
Collaboration, Synergy, Growth,
seminar featured an array of presentations
and deliberations in critical areas such as
economic growth, maritime security,
capacity  building,
mitigation, blue economy initiatives and
sustainable development of maritime

Rl 4

the importance of protecting global supply
chains, avoiding deeper regional tensions
and strengthening maritime security.

“This august assemblage of domain
experts serves as a testament to the shared
commitment of nations towards ensuring
the much needed maritime safety and
security;” he said. According to Dhankar,
observing maritime order is quintessential
for peace and harmony of the region,
maintenance of supply chains and

promotion of trade and commerce.

Oceans:
the

across
that

climate change

Moreover, the Vice President highlighted
‘MILAN’
beginnings in 1995, which has now grown
to see the participation of 15 warships and
51 delegations.

Chief of Naval Staff R Hari Kumar, Naval
chiefs of friendly foreign countries,
diplomats, delegates and several other

started with modest

senior dignitaries participated in the

event.

Opposition creates ruckus in Assam Assembly
seeking discussion on misconduct in board exams

PTI W GUWAHATI

The Assam Assembly was
adjourned for 10 minutes
on Thursday as opposition
parties created an uproarious

scene demanding an
adjournment motion to
discuss  allegations  of

misconduct in state board
examinations, including a
purported question paper
leak.

When the House re-
assembled, the Congress and

the lone  Independent
legislator staged a walkout as
the Speaker remained firm on
disallowing the adjournment
motion.

Leader  of  opposition
Debabrata Saikia, along with
others of his Congress party,
and Independent MLA Akhil
Gogoi had given separate
notices for adjournment
motions to discuss the
allegations of problems in
conducting the class 10 and
12 state board exams, which

are underway currently.
Saikia said that question
paper leaks had happened in
class 10 exams last year,
which led the government to
order a CID enquiry. He
demanded to know what
corrective measures were
taken based on the CID’s
probe report.

“There may not have been
paper leaks this time, but
there are reports of wrong
labelling of question paper
bundles and other such

mistakes since the first day of
the exams. We will allocate
funds for the department but
we also want to know how it
is utilised,” the Congress
leader said.

Gogoi, however, alleged that a
question paper has been
leaked this year also and cited
newspaper reports indicating
problems in the conduct of
the exams. He also
demanded the resignation of
Education Minister Ranoj
Pegu over the matter.



@~ DEHRADUN | FRIDAY | FEBRUARY 23, 2024

www.dailypioneer.com
facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPioneer | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

PAPER WITH PASSION

Modi with a message

The PM’s planned visit to Sandeshkhali challenges
Mamata, seeks to gain ground in Bengal

nificant implications not only for the BJP's Lok Sabha poll strategy but also for the

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's planned visit to Sandeshkhali on March 7 holds sig-

political fortunes of Mamata Banerjee, the TMC supremo and an important con-
stituent of the INDIA bloc. Sandeshkhali, in the North 24 Parganas district of West Bengal,
has emerged as a focal point of political strife due to incidents of alleged sexual abuse
and land grab by a TMC leader, Shahjahan Sheikh. Ahead of Modi's visit, the BJP has
unveiled a 20-minute documentary highlighting the TMC's alleged atrocities in Sandeshkhali
with the apparent aim of pushing Mamata on the defensive. The film features Sandeshkhali
women's testimony recounting alleged instances of land grab and sexual assault by Sheikh
and his cohorts. The BJP's decision to schedule Modi's visit to North 24 Parganas sig-
nals its intent to bolster its support base and make inroads into areas traditionally dom-
inated by the ruling TMC. The timing, just ahead of the elections, underscores the BJP's
concerted efforts to sway voters in its favour by expos-

ing the TMC's 'wrongdoings'. Modi's persona and ora-
tory have often been instrumental in galvanising pub-
lic support, and his presence in Sandeshkhali is like-
ly to energise the BJP cadre and attract undecided vot-
ers. Besides, the symbolism associated with Modi's
visit cannot be overstated. By highlighting Sandeshkhali,
which has witnessed political unrest and clashes, the
BJP aims to convey a message of development and
security to the residents.

This narrative directly attacks Mamata’s leadership,
which has faced frequent criticism over law and order
issues, and poses to her a formidable challenge. The

BJP's relentless campaign, coupled with Modi's visit, threatens to erode TMC's support
base in key constituencies. As she seeks to counter the BJP narrative, Mamata's response
to Modi's visit will be closely scrutinised. It seems quite likely that the coming weeks
would see a surge in BJP attacks on the TMC Government. This is not the first time that
the BJP has launched a concerted attack on Mamata but her hold over the State remains
more or less unshaken. That said, electoral outcomes are influenced by a multitude of
factors beyond high-profile visits and political rhetoric. While Modi's visit may generate
momentum for the BJP, the TMC's grassroots outreach, welfare schemes and organi-
sational strength cannot be discarded. Mamata remains a formidable leader with a ded-
icated support base, especially among certain demographics and rural communities.
Moreover, the political landscape in West Bengal is characterised by complex socio-
cultural dynamics, where regional identity and issues often play a significant role. The
BJP's attempts to make inroads into the State must navigate these intricacies sensitive-
ly to resonate with the diverse electorate. How the PM’s visit plays out remains to be
seen but the attention Sandeshkhali is getting would indeed have one positive outcome:
The victims of Sandeshkhali may get justice and Mamata may have to bite the bullet.

Schoolchildren perform Surya Namaskar on the occasion of ‘Surya Saptami’, in Jaipur PTI

Indian nationhood
thrives amid diversity

VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

Despite regional differences and identity quests, the strength of Indian nationhood
persists, supported by a dedlcatlon to constitutional vaIues and productive conversatlons

here is much talk
about the nature of
change in all aspects
of Indian life, as is nat-
ural in changes envis-
aged at such a large scale. There
are bound to be differences of
opinion, multiple articulations,
and an attempt to project one’s
point of view. This is how it
should be. This is amplified by
the Sanskrit dictum “Vade Vade
Jayat Tatva Bodhah” (through
discussion one arrives at the
truth). However, discussion must
follow a protocol. This protocol
is often unwritten and is a
bedrock of any civil society. It has
some enduring principles. The
first and foremost of which
would be that it cannot be and
must not be abusive.
The right to civil disagreement
in a civil manner is the founda-
tion of a civil society. Thus, it is
that mutual respect and agreeing
to disagree are required as essen-
tial to civil discourse.
One can add to it, for good mea-
sure, certain other attributes
and certain attributes of the
mind. These attributes recognise
the need to not only listen but
honestly weigh the merits of
another person’s point of view
and have a genuine openness to
consider it.
Agreeing to another point of
view or modifying one’s own in
a civil society is not a hallmark
of weakness but a source of gen-
uine strength and maturity.
Going by these principles, the
Indian civil society has an inter-
esting record with significant
regional variations. The Dravid
school of thought is an interest-
ing example. They are saying in
the twenties of this century,
roughly the same things they
were saying in the thirties of the
last century.
The Dravidian leadership has in
the last seventy-five years then
been in power in that part of
India for several decades, though
not always continuously.
Similarly, the exclusionist iden-
tity sought by some of the DMK
ideologues has had on various
occasions to be moderated
because they have been in power.
Notwithstanding long patches of
time, not much significant
progress has been made in the
implementation of some of the

components of the DMK ide-
ology, such as it may be. The
ideological component itself
has undergone a major split
with an exclusivist ideology
for DMK being considerably
whittled down in the birth of
All India Anna Dravid
Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIDMK). M.G.
Ramachandran was the major
proponent of the AIDMK
version. Jayalalithaa was a
key supporter. They linked up
with the Dravidian Movement
with all Indian processes.
How it panned out is anoth-
er story and fit enough for
another discussion.

More to the point, it is impor-
tant to realise that similar
identity quests or some ver-
sion thereof have been wit-
nessed in the North Eastern
States, Jammu & Kashmir
State, parts of Andhra
Pradesh, and a few other
pockets of the southern
Indian peninsula. This is a
very understandable process.
By and large, it has been con-
tained within the constitu-
tional framework. At times
the divergent point of view
has been espoused by neigh-
bouring states of the Deccan
peninsula or between the
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MORE TO THE
CREDIT OF
EVERYONE

CONCERNED IS THE
URGE ON THE PART
OF MOST PEOPLE TO
EVOKE THE INDIAN
CONSTITUTION
WHENEVER NEED BE
AND NOT PRACTICE
BRINKMANSHIP

"|

Deccan States and the Central
Government at New Delhi
over many matters including
the distribution of river
waters.

Notwithstanding these dif-
ferences, Indian nationhood
has endured and might even
be seen as having gone from
strength to strength. It is this
resilience which is, also, the
hallmark of Indian nation-
hood. Thisis not to deny the
fact that once in a while,
offensive or extreme state-
ments are made, some of
which are avoidable, though
sometimes understandable.
The long and short of it is the
ability of people to work
together despite differences
and different articulations.
More to the credit of everyone
concerned is the urge on the
part of most people to evoke
the Indian Constitution
whenever need be and not
practice brinkmanship. The
time is here to ensure that
these practices of healthy
debate and the setting of
shared perspectives become a
regular habit and a part of the
national methodology of dia-
logue and discussion.
Sometimes when extreme
statements are made and

Ayurveda: Seek balance
of tridoshas for wellness

PM PAYS TRIBUTE TO VIDYASAGAR JI

Sir — India is truly blessed with so many

E EDITOR

some new thinking seems to
arise, there is nothing wrong
with that either, only that the
model of integrative thinking
would have to show far more
resilience than it is many
times currently showing.
This text has looked at the
vantage point of collective
cohesion. It is not as if there
are no dangerous signs that
need to be tackled, but that
attempting to tackle them
sensibly and systematically is
necessary. It is this institution-
alisation of handling dissent
and allowing seemingly alter-
native perspectives to live
peacefully with each other
that will be the touchstone on
which much of the future of
Indian nationhood will con-
tinue to flourish.
In an era where subtle dissent
becomes a part of covert
political strategy, much care
needs to be exercised. The
number game can have dan-
gerous manifestations. There
is no substitute for good sense
and integrity of thought, deed,
and follow-up.
(The writer is a well-known
management consultant of
international repute.
The views expressed
are personal)

Sandeshkhall CHisIS

KANISHKA
SRIVASTAVA

Ayurveda’s mantra for wellness is ‘seek balance.’ Its holistic approach
offers a timeless roadmap to good health in today’s fast-paced world

paced lifestyles, stress-

induced ailments, and an
increasing reliance on syn-
thetic medication, the
ancient wisdom of Ayurveda
emerges as a beacon of holis-
tic healing. Originating in the
Indian subcontinent over
5,000 years ago, Ayurveda is
not merely a system of med-
icine but a way of life deeply
rooted in the balance
between mind, body, and
spirit. Its holistic approach
offers a comprehensive
framework for promoting
well-being and preventing
disease, making it highly rel-
evant in today's fast-chang-
ing world.
At the heart of Ayurveda lies
the belief that health is a state
of equilibrium between the
three doshas - Vata (air and
space), Pitta (fire and water),
and Kapha (earth and water).
According to Ayurvedic
principles, imbalances in
these doshas lead to physical,
mental, and emotional dis-
turbances, paving the way for
illness. By understanding an
individual's unique constitu-
tion, or Prakriti, Ayurveda
seeks to restore harmony
through personalised lifestyle
modifications, dietary

In an era marked by fast-

changes, herbal remedies,
yoga, and meditation.

One of the key strengths of
Ayurveda is its emphasis on
prevention rather than cure.
By addressing the root cause
of disease rather than mere-
ly treating symptoms,
Ayurveda empowers indi-
viduals to take charge of
their health proactively.
Through practices such as
daily self-care routines
(Dinacharya), seasonal
detoxification (panchakar-
ma), and mindful eating
habits, Ayurveda cultivates
resilience and strengthens
the body's natural defences,
reducing the likelihood of ill-
ness.

Moreover, Ayurveda recog-
nises the interconnectedness
of all aspects of existence -
from the food we eat to the
environment we inhabit.
This holistic perspective
underscores the importance
of living in harmony with
nature and aligning our
lifestyle choices with its

rhythms. By promoting sus-
tainable living practices and
environmental awareness,
Ayurveda not only fosters
personal health but also con-
tributes to the well-being of
the planet as a whole.
Ayurveda expert Vicram
Sharma, Director of Shree
Baidyanath Ayurved Bhawan
emphasises the importance
of maintaining balance
among the three elements—
Vata, Pitta, and Kapha—to
ensure fitness. “Imbalances
in these elements lead to dis-
eases and advocated for
Ayurveda's ancient wellness
system, particularly perti-
nent in today's times when
unhealthy dietary choices,
lifestyle habits, and indul-
gence in alcohol and smok-
ing disrupt this equilibri-
um.” He said this in his
address at Gurugram's
Wellness Carnival. It was
organised to create awareness
about the importance of
health and wellness. A well-
ness carnival was recently
organised at Cybercity
Gurugram.

In the face of modern chal-
lenges such as chronic stress,
pollution, and sedentary
lifestyles, Ayurveda offers
invaluable insights into

maintaining vitality and bal-
ance. Its integrative approach
acknowledges the role of
mental and emotional factors
in health, emphasising prac-
tices that promote mental
clarity, emotional resilience,
and spiritual well-being.
While Western medicine
excels in acute care and cri-
sis intervention, Ayurveda
excels in promoting longevi-
ty, enhancing vitality, and
restoring equilibrium.
Integrating Ayurvedic prin-
ciples into mainstream
healthcare can lead to a more
comprehensive and patient-
centred approach, bridging
the gap between traditional
wisdom and modern sci-
ence.
By embracing its principles of
balance, harmony, and inter-
connectedness, individuals
can cultivate resilience, vital-
ity, and well-being on all lev-
els - physical, mental, emo-
tional, and spiritual. As we
strive to navigate the com-
plexities of modern life,
Ayurveda serves as a guiding
light, reminding us of the
profound wisdom inherent
in nature.
(The writer is a business
consultant; views are per-
sonal)

noble saints, intellectuals, and spiritual
persons who have dedicated their entire
lives to the welfare of mankind.
Renowned Jain seer Acharya Vidyasagar
Ji Maharaj was one of the greatest saints
of our time who attained Samadhi
“Sallekhana”, saddening us. He was the
most renowned saint in the Digambar
Jain community. He took sallekhana, a
Jain religious practice involving volun-
tary fasting until death, for spiritual
purification.
PM Narendra Modi is paying tribute to
this great saint. He will be all the more
remembered by the generations to come
for his invaluable contributions to soci-
ety, especially his efforts towards spiri-
tual awakening among people. His
notable work was towards poverty alle-
viation, healthcare, education, and more.
His life exemplified the core principles
of Jainism, embodying its ideals through
his actions and teachings. Today, the
world over, fundamental elements are
fighting, but the teachings of Acharya
Vidyasagar Maharaj to mankind have
become even more relevant; they should
be followed by all of us to enrich the lives
of human beings and promote peace and
harmony. We should all strive to live
coherently to shape a new era of nation-
al and social integration. Education
was very close to his heart. He was a true
tapas, whose life was dedicated to the
ideals of Bhagwan Mahavir. He will
always be remembered for his rich con-
tribution to society.

Ramesh G Jethwani | Bengaluru

DANGERS OF PLAYING VIDEO GAMES

Sir — The British Medical Journal has
recently given information about the
dangers of video games, especially in this
research, in which scientists from the
World Health Organisation were also
involved. A total of 50,000 people were
surveyed in video games using head-
phones, earbuds, and headphones. Also,
the music venue has a definite effect on

Bengal, marked by allegations of sexual
assault, land grabs, and political clashes,
demands immediate attention. The state gov-
ernment’s tendency to dismiss these accusa-
tions as political manoeuvres must give way to
a genuine commitment to justice. While some

-I-he recent upheaval in Sandeshkhali, West

the ear and reduces the ability to hear.
An international research team reviewed
14 studies conducted by nine countries
in this regard. North America, Europe,
Southeast Asia, Asia, Australia, etc.
were included in these nine countries.
It is necessary to discourage children
from playing video games. If not, a gen-
eration of young children will go deaf.
This is a very sensitive subject. Parents
should pay proper attention to their chil-
dren and ensure that they do not watch
those video games. It is necessary to tell
the children about the consequences of
this in various schools.

Shantaram Wagh | Pune

NIFTY AT ALL-TIME HIGH

Sir — Indices moved up for a fifth con-
secutive session, with the Nifty hitting
a fresh all-time high amid mixed glob-
al cues. Benchmark Sensex spurted by
349 points while Nifty scaled a fresh life-

commendable arrests have been made, hold-
ing accountable those in power implicated in
these crimes is essential. With the Supreme
Court rejecting a CBI or SIT investigation, the
onus now falls on Mamata Banerjee’s govern-
ment to prioritise citizens’ well-being over polit-
ical considerations, ensuring transparency and
decisive action to restore trust.
Amidst the turmoil, concerns over authoritari-
anism arise with the arrest of a journalist,
emphasising the need to safeguard the freedom
of the press. The dismissal of widespread fear
and systematic abuse by the government does
not instil confidence in a thorough inquiry.
Mamata Banerjee must demonstrate the same
dedication to justice she exhibited in opposition,
addressing these grave issues transparently.
Acknowledging the plight of women prisoners
and taking decisive action against sexual vio-
lence as a political tool is imperative for rebuild-
ing trust and integrity in the government’s
response to the Sandeshkhali crisis.
Amarjeet Kumar | Hazaribagh

time high on the sixth straight day of
gains on February 20, driven by buying
in banking and select FMCG shares. The
broader market outperformed the front-
line indices.
Everything looks favourable, be it the
strong macroeconomic fundamentals or
the robust retail inflows. Both upstream
and downstream oil companies benefit
from a robust up-cycle in oil and gas
markets and stable crude prices, which
have boosted volumes and marketing
margins, said Siddhartha Khemka, head
of retail research at Motilal Oswal
Financial Services. Reflecting broader
investor bullishness, the 50-share index
surged to a record high of 21,654.75 on
intense buying in the metal, commod-
ity, auto and banking sectors.

Jayanthi Subramaniam | Mumbai
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GREEK PM’S VISIT
BOLSTERS HISTORIC TIES

India and Greece are poised to deepen
their ties across various sectors
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KUMARDEEP BANERJEE
The visit of Greek (Hellenic Republic (Greece)) Prime Minister Kyriakos

Mitsotakis this week marks an important chapter in Indo-Greek rela-

tions, an ancient bilateral relationship that often gets shadowed in
the wider European context. Legend has it that the mighty Greek con-
queror Alexander reached the northwestern frontier of the Indian sub-
continent some 2500 years ago, fought two mighty kings, but didn’t cross
the Indus to enter India. However, a diplomatic relationship was estab-
lished some years down the line, under the Mauryan rule (whose ruler
Chandragupta Maurya had a Greek ambassador in his court named
Meghasthanes).
Cut to contemporary times, Greece established its embassy in India in
1950, however, India took 28 years to start an embassy in Athens. Now
a European country, just two and half hours behind Indian standard time,
during summer, often featured in many Bollywood films, wasn't still an
important ally until last year. During a state visit by Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2023, the bilateral relationship was elevated to a strate-
gic partnership. The joint statement released in August 2023 highlight-
ed: “Appreciating the increase in bilateral trade and economic engage-
ment in recent years, the leaders also directed that both sides work to
double bilateral trade by 2030. Both leaders reiterated the need for fur-
ther broadening and deepening bilateral engagements in the fields of
defence, shipping, science and technology, cyberspace, education, cul-
ture, tourism and agriculture. They took note of the signing of the MOU
on Cooperation in the field of Agriculture... Both leaders directed their
senior officials to ensure regular dialogue in the areas including politi-
cal, economic, defence, security and public diplomacy. They also agreed
to encourage direct flights between Greece and India.”

This week’s visit by the Greek PM has put the relationship under ample
spotlight it deserves. When some of Greece’s neighbours in Europe had
made not-so-friendly statements on some of the most recent policy devel-
opments in India such as the “Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA)/National
Register of Citizenship (NRC), Abrogation of Article 370, Reorganisation
of the new Union Territories of J&K and Ladakh, and Judgement on Ram
Janam Bhoomi, etc. Greece had officially stated that it is an internal affairs
matter of India. Greece and India have reciprocally supported each other
for a reformed UN reflecting the current realities with a permanent seat
for each other in the UN security council. As per a Ministry of External
Affairs booklet released in 2023, just ahead of the Indian Prime Minister’s
visit to Athens, Greece, “voted for India’s candidature to UNSC for 2021-
22. It supported India at the Nuclear Suppliers Group in 2008, and 2016,
MTCR, WASSENAAR arrangements, and Australia Group.
Greece supported India’s candidature for ICJ, ITLOS, IMO, Postal
Operations Council (POC), World Heritage Committee and the position
of External Auditor of the IAEA for the term 2022-27 and various other
international bodies.” Similarly, in Jammu and Kashmir, internal securi-
ty concerns particularly arising out of state-funded terrorist activities,
Greece has been on India’s side. Greece supports many of India’s con-
cerns in the larger European Union bilateral. India interestingly has held
several rounds of discussions with the EU trade representatives, to ham-
mer out a free trade agreement. Although with elections in India around
the corner, a complicated, trade agreement with the EU with several mov-
ing parts looks difficult. However, to have preferential voices in the EU,
with member nations like France and Greece, Italy, looking at India
favourably, is always welcome. Some of the unfavourable comments
India received from EU member countries, post former, not taking a
Western approach towards long-standing ally Russia, are likely to fade
away with India developing closer bilateral partnerships in the region.
(The writer is a policy analyst; views are personal)
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A saga of resilience

and adaptation

BKP SINHA

"Irees, nature’s silent guardians, witness the ebb and flow of civilisations,
endure natural calamities and adapt to the relentless march of time

mbark on a journey through a :
mystical forest, where trees, the :
ancient storytellers, whisper tales
of survival against the backdrop
of ever-evolving landscapes. :
These silent guardians of nature stand tall :
and firm, their leaves rustling with tales of
time. They bear witness to the rise and fall :
of civilizations, endure natural calamities, :
and adapt to our planet’s shifting climate.
Indeed, trees are natures superheroes, :

their power lies in their remarkable adapt- : |
ability. Like shapeshifters, they ingenious- : |

ly tweak their structure, physiology, and :

even their regeneration mechanisms to : |

thrive in varied habitats. :
India, with its diverse climates and land- :
scapes, is home to a spectacular array of tree
species. Each species, intricately woven into
its habitat, embodies a unique journey of :
evolution and survival. Among these, :
Conifers stand out, particularly in the cool, :
windswept mountain regions. Unlike their :
deciduous counterparts, who shed their :
leaves with the changing seasons, Conifers
wear their emerald attire year-round. Their :
foliage retains vital nutrients, helping them :
thrive in nutrient-deficient mountains.
As winter swathes the land in the snow, :
Conifers with their needle-like leaves stand :
poised to seize any fleeting warmth and :
bask in the sun’s shy smile. Their ability to :
adjust their metabolism and lower their
energy needs enables them to survive :
extended periods without photosynthesis.
Conifers, with their evergreen nature, play !
a pivotal role in combating climate change. :
Even during the cold months when many :
trees stand bare, Conifers continue their :
silent vigil, actively absorbing carbon diox-
ide from the atmosphere. Unfazed by win- :
ter’s chill, they tirelessly continue to puri-
fy the air, showcasing their importance in
our ecosystems. :
As spring arrives with its warmth, Conifers :
are ready to immediately kickstart photo- :
synthesis, thereby facilitating their growth :
and in times of intense heat, they close their
stomata, thereby preserving water and :
enduring severe droughts. In contrast, :
broadleaf trees require time to sprout :
leaves, which delays their photosynthetic
activity. This gives conifers an edge in
regions with cold winters and dry summers
while posing challenges for leafless decid- :
uous trees with limited water supply. :
Conifers, with their long, thin needles, have :
adapted remarkably to their often challeng-
ing habitats. The needles’ minimised sur-
face area, coupled with fewer stomata,
smartly reduces water loss. Interestingly, the
stomata located deep within the needle
structure create air pockets, resulting in less
transpiration compared to exposure to mov- :
ing air.
Their slender shape also prevents snow :
accumulation, protecting the branches :
from breakage. The needle’s outermost layer,
a thick, waxy cuticle, serves as nature’s :
exquisite raincoat, masterfully locking in :
moisture to ensure the tree’s hydration even
in the icy grip of winter. This same layer, :
inclusive of the cuticle, epidermis, and occa-
sionally the hypodermis, also shields the tree
from harmful ultraviolet-B radiation. In :
foggy regions, these needles efficiently con- :
dense airborne moisture into droplets. :
These droplets then merge and fall onto the :
forest floor, hydrating the trees. Inversely, :
deciduous trees with their broad leaves hold
tiny droplets that evaporate. This gives :
Conifers a distinct advantage in areas :
prone to advection fog, where rainfall is :
scarce. :

| |

~ THE SAGAOF
- TREE ENDURANCE
IS MORE THAN A
MERE
SHOWDOWN WITH
THE WEATHER;
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i Under their bark, Conifers harbour
i a complex network of tissues,
¢ including the xylem and phloem,
¢ which transport water, nutrients,
i and sugars throughout the tree.
: However, during harsh winters,
¢ the sap, a life-sustaining fluid, faces
i the threat of freezing, which could
i severely damage the cell walls. But
i nature, in its infinite wisdom, has
i equipped these trees with a remark-
i able defence mechanism. Both
¢ deciduous and evergreen trees can
i osmotically move water out of their
¢ living cells into their intercellular
(non-living) spaces. This strategic
relocation of water confines the
freezing process to these non-living
zones. Also, the sap due to its high-
er sugar concentration transforms
into a thick syrup that acts as an
antifreeze. This transformation
reduces the internal freezing point
of each cell and enhances its resis-
tance to freezing. Thus, by employ-
ing these strategies, Conifers protect
their living cells from ice rupture,
ensuring the tree’s survival through
the harshest winters.

Conifers, particularly those in the
Pinaceae family, are in a constant
battle against formidable adver-
saries like bark beetles and their
symbiotic microorganisms. Their
defence mechanism is a sticky resin
that seeps from their bark, serving
both as a shield and a sword in their
tight for survival. This resin forms
a barrier that slows the movement
of freezing air molecules, a feature
that is especially beneficial in dry cli-
mates or during droughts as it
helps preserve the tree’s vital mois-
ture. Moreover, the stickiness of the
resin traps infiltrating insects, while
i its chemical composition deters or
. even exterminates these invaders,
¢ thereby ensuring the tree’s contin-
i ued growth and survival. However,
i climate change and invasive species
i are disrupting this balance, posing
i new challenges for these tenacious
i trees.

i Unlike broadleaf trees with large
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vascular conduits that foster high
growth rates and rapid leaf turnover,
conifers possess narrow tracheids in
their vascular system. The slender
shape of these tracheids only allows
tiny bubbles to form, which quick-
ly dissolve back into solution, effec-
tively averting freeze-thaw
embolisms. Such embolisms occur
after a long, cold winter when the
vascular system thaws and air bub-
bles form. In broadleaf trees, these
bubbles can grow large and strug-
gle to dissolve back into solution,
leading to an embolism. However,
Conifers narrow tracheids prevent
this from happening, making them
mountain marvels.

As we descend from the high alti-
tudes towards the equator, we wit-
ness a captivating shift in the botan-
ical world. The reign of conifers
gracefully passes the baton to the
broadleaf trees. These trees, prefer-
ring warm and moist climates,
become the stars of tropical and sub-
tropical regions, thriving in valleys
blessed with fertile and humid
soils.

Broadleaf trees, unlike conifers
with exposed seeds on cone-like
structures, protect their seeds with-
in fruits. This strategy shields the
seeds from harsh weather and
predators, thereby improving the
likelihood of successful germination
and ensuring the continuation of the
broadleaf lineage. During the dry
season, these trees shed their leaves
to conserve water and energy, a sur-
vival strategy akin to an investor
offloading costly assets in times of
scarcity. This process, known as
abscission, involves specialised cells
at the stem base acting like micro-
scopic scissors, severing the leaf con-
nection. However, before the leaves
fall, the tree reclaims vital nutrients,
storing them in the branches. When
spring arrives, these stored nutrients
fuel new leaf growth, transforming
the landscape into a vibrant green
canvas. While the botanical narra-
tive often portrays conifers as inhab-
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itants of frigid heights, they also
demonstrate resilience in unex-
pected environments. Consider
regions with high rainfall and poor
water retention due to sandy or
rocky soils. These challenging envi-
ronments might seem inhospitable
for most vegetation. Yet, in these
very landscapes, Conifers, equipped
with needle-like foliage and a waxy
coating, defy expectations and adapt
to thrive in water-deficient soils.
Their presence attests to life’s
remarkable adaptability, reminding
us that nature’s stories are often far
more surprising and nuanced than
we initially imagined.
The saga of tree endurance is more
than a mere showdown with the
weather; it's a battle against environ-
mental challenges and human-
induced scars. While some species
may succumb, resilient warriors, the
pioneer species emerge. These trail-
blazers, including Albizia, Dalbergia,
and the hardy duo of Willows and
Birches in temperate climes, act as
nature’s first responder. They reju-
venate once the chaos subsides,
splashing vibrant hues onto land-
scapes left barren and desolate.
However, as the environment sta-
bilises and resources become abun-
dant, climax vegetation, the slower-
growing, shade-tolerant species,
begins their steady march. Their
endurance enables them to replace
the swift pioneers, asserting their
dominance in the landscape. This
transition paints a dynamic picture
of movement, upheaval, and signif-
icant transformation in the land-
scape, illustrating the timeless wis-
dom of the tortoise and the hare: it’s
not always about the speed, but the
resilience and persistence that truly
counts in the race for survival. This
is nature’s beautiful way of remind-
ing us that every player, swift or
steady; has a crucial role in the intri-
cate tapestry of life.
(The writer is a former Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests, UP;
views are personal)

Upholding the essence of agriculture amidst market pressures

The ongoing farmers’ protest underscores the clash between economic and social objectives, particularly regarding the legal guarantee of minimum support prices

he farmer is the only
I man in our economy
who buys everything at
retail, sells everything at
wholesale, and pays the freight
both ways, said John F.
Kennedy. Agriculture is the
mother of all human cultures
and all modes of man-made
production. Agricultural pro-
duction and its consumption
are primarily guided by values
of human existence, health
and welfare; the values of the
market are superimposed on
it. Agriculture, thus, is not
only a source of income and
livelihood for many farmers
but also a way of life and iden-
tity.
Agriculture is a springboard
to food security, rural devel-
opment, cultural heritage and
landscape preservation and,
thus, requires mechanisms to

SUKHDEV SINGH

safeguard it from the post-
industrial market economy
founded on the principles of
profit rather than the
exchange of goodwill and
well-being. The market cre-
ates a conflict between the
economic and social objec-
tives of agriculture. It is for the
social objective of 'food secu-
rity' and the livelihood of
farmers that justify the Indian
farmers’ protest for a legal
guarantee on minimum sup-

port price. The system of
minimum support price
introduced in 1966 to help
India fight the food deficit has
been a productive driver for
development and food safety
for the Indian population; a
system to determine mini-
mum support price has
evolved through the years
which yet needs improve-
ment and support.

At present, the Commission
for Agricultural Costs and
Prices (CACP), Government
of India calculates the paid-
out costs on seeds, fertilisers,
pesticides, hired human and
machine labour, and leased-in
land rent etc (A2) and the
imputed value of unpaid fam-
ily labour (FL), and adds 50%
of its total to recommend
minimum support price
(MSP) for Cereals (Paddy,

Wheat, Barley, Jowar, Bajra,
Maize and Ragi), pulses
(Gram, Arhar/Tur, Moong,
Urad and Lentil), oilseeds
(Groundnut,
Rapeseed/Mustard, Toria,
Soybean, Sunflower Seed,
Sesamum, Safflower Seed and
Nigerseed), Copra, De-
Husked Coconut, Raw
Cotton, Raw Jute and
Sugarcane every year. Then,
keeping in view the produc-
tion costs, fair remuneration
for farmers affordability for
consumers and the market
conditions, the CACP recom-
mendation is approved by
the parliament of India to
notify the MSP before the
sowing season. In its recom-
mendation, the CACP does
not consider the
'‘Swaminathan National
Commission for Farmers' rec-

ommendation fully to include
capital assets and the rentals
and interest forgone on
owned land which the
protesting farmers demand.

Another cause for farmers'
protest is the demand for leg-
islation providing farmers
‘the Right to Sell at MSP'
which the CACP itself had
suggested in its price policy
report 2018-19.

The farmers are demanding
the same legal entitlement
for their produce insulating it
against the market pressures
of ‘demand and supply’ as the
markets can be subject to
manipulation by the private
traders and corporations, a
concern shared by the CACP
in its 2018-19 report.

The crops are unlike industri-
al production that can be
controlled with resilience to

market pressures; the crop-
ping patterns are not so easy
to shift. The biological nature
of agricultural produce makes
it vulnerable to unpredictable
and uncontrollable weather
conditions, pests and diseases
on the one hand, and its ‘all at
once’ yield makes it vulnera-
ble to the market players if left
for itself to guard. To enhance
its resilience to the negative
market pressures, a legal guar-
antee for MSP is required.
Unlike the corporate, the
small farmers can not store
and service 'value addition';
they have to sell the entire
yield immediately. So, it is rea-
sonable for the farmers to
expect a guaranteed MSP
announced by the govern-
ment.

The legal guarantee for MSP
is not about the procurement

of the entire crop by the gov-
ernment but about its pur-
chase at a price not less than
the minimum remunerative
price declared by the govern-
ment itself. In the absence of
a legal guarantee, the traders
purchase the agricultural pro-
duce at prices lower than the
MSP, yet they sell it to the con-
sumers at prices much high-
er than the MSP without
passing on the benefit to the
consumers.

Agriculture produce is for
survival while all other indus-
trial or service products are
for additional comfort. To
keep the farmers growing
sufficient for the people to
survive, it is well within the
reasonable sense for the gov-
ernment to compensate the
gaps in case demand and sup-
ply’ forces the sale of crops at

prices lower than the MSP fol-
lowing the principle it
employs in its intervention to
support the corporate failures.
The legal guarantee for all
crops in all states can act as an
instrument for organic farm-
ing and diversification, as the
farmers will have no insecu-
rity about price fluctuations.
If left unguarded and subject
to the ‘demand-supply’ prin-
ciple, it may lead to food inse-
curity and compromise social
values inherent in agriculture.
Leaving agriculture on the
market is neither desirable nor
pro-national; it is only pro-
corporate and anti-nation.
(The writer is a retired pro-
fessor of Guru Nanak Dev
University Amritsar and a
member of the governing
council of INTACH, New
Delhi; views are personal)
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Israeli strikes in Gaza kill 48

Fears mount over humanitarian crisis

AP B RAFAH

Israeli strikes killed at least 48
people in southern and cen-
tral Gaza overnight, half of
them women and children,
health officials said Thursday,
as European foreign ministers
and UN agencies called for a
cease-fire, with alarm rising
over the worsening humani-
tarian crisis and potential star-
vation in the territory.

Tensions were also rising
in the Israeli-occupied West
Bank, where three Palestinian
gunmen on Thursday opened
fire on morning traffic at a
highway checkpoint, killing
one person and wounding five
others, Israeli police said. A
member of Israel’s War
Cabinet said late Wednesday
that new attempts are under-
way to reach a cease-fire deal
between Israel and Hamas
that could pause the war in
Gaza and bring the release of
around 130 Israeli hostages
held by the militants since
their Oct. 7 attack on southern
Israel. It was the first Israeli
indication of new efforts since
negotiations stalled a week
ago.

But Benny Gantz, a former
military chief and defense
minister, repeated his pledge
that unless Hamas agrees to
release the remaining hostages,

Israel will launch a ground
offensive into Gaza’s southern-
most town, Rafah, during the
Muslim holy month of
Ramadan, which begins
around March 10.

More than half of Gaza’s
population of 2.3 million is
crowded into Rafah after flee-
ing fighting and bombard-
ment elsewhere in the territo-
ry. Israel has said it will evac-
uate them before attacking.
But it is not clear where they
would go, with much of the
rest of the tiny Mediterranean
enclave consumed in combat
— raising fears civilian casu-
alties could spiral in an Israeli
assault that has already killed
more than 29,400 people.

The heads of 13 UN agen-
cies and five other aid groups
issued a joint plea for a cease-
fire late Wednesday, warning
that an attack on Rafah will
bring “mass casualties” and
could “deal a death blow” to
the humanitarian operation
bringing aid to Palestinians,
which “is already on its knees”

Earlier this week, the
World Food Program had to
halt food deliveries to north-
ern Gaza because of increasing
chaos. “Diseases are rampant.
Famine is looming;” they said,
adding that aid workers are
facing “shelling, death, move-
ment restrictions and a break-

down of civil order” They
called for the opening of more
entry points for aid to Gaza -
including in the north — secu-
rity assurances of safe passage
for distribution and a release
of hostages.

The foreign ministers of
26 European countries on
Thursday called for a pause in
fighting leading to a longer
cease-fire. They urged Israel
not to take military action in
Rafah “that would worsen an
already catastrophic humani-
tarian situation.”

Thursday’s shooting came
at a checkpoint on a West
Bank highway where the gun-
men opened fire on cars in the
morning rush-hour traffic
jam. An Israeli man in his 20s
was killed and five others
wounded, including a preg-
nant woman.

Security forces killed two
of the gunmen and detained
the third, police said.

Hamas in a statement
Thursday praised the attack in
Jerusalem and said it was a
“natural response” to Israel’s
ongoing war in Gaza and raids
in the West Bank, and called
for more attacks until they can
achieve a “fully sovereign”
Palestinian state with
Jerusalem as its capital. The
militant group did not claim
responsibility for the attack.

Tensions are rising in the West
Bank ahead of Ramadan,
which in the past has seen
increased clashes, often in
connection to restrictions
imposed on Palestinian wor-
shippers going to Al-Agsa
Mosque in Jerusalem’s Old
City during the holy month.

Tempers are likely to be
even more volatile this year
over the Gaza war and spiral-
ing violence in the West Bank.

Since the war began, the
Israeli army has carried out
near-nightly raids across the
West Bank, arresting more
than 3,200 Palestinians,
including 1,350 it says are
suspected Hamas members.
Almost 400 Palestinians have
been killed during the opera-
tions, according to the
Palestinian Health Ministry.
Israeli settlers have stepped up
attacks on Palestinians, and
there have been a number of
militant shooting attacks
against Israeli civilians. \A
flurry of seven Israeli strikes
hit Rafah early Thursday, one
of them flattening a large
mosque and devastating much
of the surrounding block.

Footage from the scene
showed al-Farouq Mosque
pancaked to the ground, with
its concrete domes tumbled
around it and nearby buildings
shattered.
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Houthi missile attack sets

ship ablaze in Gult of Aden

AP W DUBAI

Asuspected missile attack
by Yemen’s Houthi rebels
set a ship ablaze in the Gulf of
Aden on Thursday as Israel
intercepted what appeared to
be another Houthi attack near
the port city of Eilat, authori-
ties said. The attacks come as
the rebels escalate their assaults
over Israel’'s war against Hamas
in the Gaza Strip.

The attack on Thursday in
the Gulf of Aden saw two
missiles fired, the British mil-
itary’s United Kingdom
Maritime Trade Operations
center said. It said the
unnamed ship was ablaze,
without elaborating.

Meanwhile, sirens sound-
ed early on Thursday morning
over Eilat, followed by videos
posted online of what appeared
to be an interception in the sky
overhead.

The Israeli military later
said the interception was car-
ried out by its Arrow missile
defense system.

Israel did not identify what
the fire was, nor where it came
from. However, the Arrow sys-
tem intercepts long-range bal-
listic missiles with a warhead
designed to destroy targets
while they are in space.

The system “successfully
intercepted a launch which
was identified in the area of the
Red Sea and was en route to
Israel,” the Israeli military said.
“The target did not cross into
Israeli territory and did not
pose a threat to civilians.”

The Houthis did not
immediately claim either
attack. They typically acknowl-
edge assaults they conduct
hours afterward.

Eilat, on the Red Sea, is a
key port city of Israel. On
October 31, Houthis first
claimed a missile-and-drone
barrage targeting the city. The
rebels have claimed other
attacks targeting Eilat, which
have caused no damage in the

city.

Since November, the rebels
have repeatedly targeted ships
in the Red Sea and surround-
ing waters over Israel’s war
against Hamas.

They have frequently tar-
geted vessels with tenuous or
no clear links to Israel, imper-
iling shipping in a key route for
trade among Asia, the Mideast
and Europe. Those vessels
have included at least one with
cargo for Iran, the Houthis
main benefactor.

Despite a month of US-led
airstrikes, Houthi rebels
remain capable of launching
significant attacks. This week,
they seriously damaged a ship
in a crucial strait and downed

an American drone worth tens
of millions of dollars. The
Houthis insist their attacks
will continue until Israel stops
its combat operations in the
Gaza Strip, which have enraged
the wider Arab world and
seen the Houthis gain interna-
tional recognition.

On Wednesday, ships in
the Red Sea off the Houthi-
held port city of Hodeida in
Yemen reported seeing an
explosion, though all vessels in
the area were said to be safe,
the UKTMO said. The
UKMTO earlier reported
heavy drone activity in the
area.

The US military’s Central
Command acknowledged
shooting down a Houthi
bomb-carrying drone during
that time.

US airstrikes separately
targeted seven mobile anti-ship
cruise missiles and one mobile
anti-ship ballistic missile pre-
pared to target ships in the Red
Sea, Central Command said.

The US State Department
criticised “the reckless and
indiscriminate attacks on civil-
ian cargo ships by the Houthis”
that have delayed humanitar-
ian aid including food and
medicine bound for Ethiopia,
Sudan and Yemen.

France says, Russian
forces threatened to
shoot down aircraft
patrolling Black Sea

AP B PARIS

Russian forces threatened to
shoot down French pilots
patrolling in international air-
space over the Black Sea, sig-
nals of increasingly aggressive
behaviour from Moscow as its
invasion of Ukraine struggles
to make headway, France’s
defense minister said
Thursday. The minister,
Sébastien Lecornu, didn't give
specific details about the
French flights or aircraft
involved in the threatened
shoot-down. But he said
Russia is returning to a “par-
ticularly aggressive” posture
reminiscent of the former
Soviet Union’s behaviour dur-
ing the Cold War.

“A month ago, to give you
a very concrete example, a
Russian air traffic control sys-
tem threatened to shoot down
French aircraft in the Black
Sea when we were in a free
international zone where we
patrol,” he said on RTL radio.

“The behaviour of Russia
in 2024 bears no relation to
what we saw in 2022 and,
obviously, before the aggres-
sion in Ukraine,” the minister
said. “It is explained by the
fact that Russia is in difficul-
ty on the battlefield in
Ukraine”

A French military
spokesman, Col. Pierre
Gaudilliére, said Lecornu was
referring to an incident in
mid-November that involved
one of France’s four giant
Airborne Warning and
Control System, or AWACS,
surveillance aircraft.
Gaudilliere described the inci-
dent as unprecedented for a

French flight in that region.

“It was a French AWACS,”
flying over international
waters in the Black Sea,
Gaudilliere said. “Through a
radio it exchange, it was
threatened by the Russians.”

“It was a particularly
aggressive radio exchange,’
he added. “It’s a first”

French air force pilots
regularly patrol on the eastern
flank of NATO, part of efforts
by the 31-nation military
alliance to boost its defenses
since Russia launched its full-
scale invasion of Ukraine two
years ago come Saturday.

The French flights include
long-range patrols by its
AWACS surveillance aircraft.
Flying high above the Black
Sea coast, they use their pow-
erful radar and other surveil-
lance gear to peer across to the
Crimean Peninsula that was
seized from Ukraine by Russia
and annexed in 2014. The sur-
veillance flights can spot mis-
sile launches, airborne bomb-
ing runs and other military
activity in the Ukraine con-
flict.

Russian pilots have at
times made clear that they
don’t like being watched.

In 2022, a Russian fighter
jet released a missile near a
British air force RC-135 Rivet
Joint surveillance aircraft that
was flying in international
airspace over the Black Sea,
Britain’s government said.

The United States govern-
ment released video in March
2023 of a Russian fighter jet
dumping fuel on a US Air
Force surveillance drone. The
drone crashed into the Black
Sea.

Biden calls Putin ‘crazy SOB’

AP B SAN FRANCISCO

During a fundraiser for
his reelection campaign
Wednesday night, President
Joe Biden called Russian
President Vladimir Putin a
“crazy SOB” and took aim at
former President Donald
Trumps comments compar-
ing himself to the Russian
opposition leader who died
last week in an Arctic prison.

Biden was talking about
climate change when he said,
“We have a crazy SOB like
Putin and others, and we
always have to worry about
nuclear conflict, but the exis-
tential threat to humanity is cli-
mate”

Speaking to donors at a pri-
vate San Francisco home
Wednesday as part of a three-
day California swing to raise
money for his 2024 reelection
campaign, Biden also said he

was astounded by recent com-
ments made by his likely
Republican challenger.

Trump compared the sus-
picious prison death of Russian
opposition leader Alexei
Navalny to his own legal trou-
bles in the US. Trump was
fined $350 million after a New
York judge found he lied for
years about his wealth on
financial statements in his
companies. Trump said the
ruling was a form of “commu-
nism or fascism?”

“Some of the things that
this fellow’s been saying, like
he’s comparing himself to
Navalny and saying that —
because our country’s become
a communist country, he was
persecuted, just like Navalny
was persecuted. I don’t know
where the hell this comes
from,” Biden said.

“I mean, if I stood here 10,
15 years ago and said any of

this, youd all think I should be
committed,” he said. “It
astounds me”

“I've been around a long
time and I've never quite seen
a crowd like this MAGA
Republican crowd,” Biden
added, referring to Trump’s
“Make America Great Again”
slogan. “They seem to have
very little moral compass on
what is important to people.”

During a campaign
fundraiser in Beverly Hills on
Tuesday night, Biden high-
lighted his efforts to help mid-
dle-class Americans and
warned that a win in November
for Trump could lead to a
nationwide abortion ban, more
Republican efforts to undo the
health insurance program start-
ed during President Barack
Obamas administration and
more policies that would dis-
proportionately help the
wealthy.

Knife attack at German school
injures five, suspect arrested

AP W BERLIN

Five people were injured in
an incident Thursday at a
school in the western German
city of Wuppertal and a suspect
was arrested, police said. The
incident took place at the
Wilhelm Dérpfeld high school
in the city’s Elberfeld district.
Police said there was no shoot-
ing in the incident, German
news agency dpa reported, but
gave no further information.
The Bild newspaper, which
didn’t name sources, said it was
a knife attack.

Police said they deployed
large numbers of officers to the
scene. They said the suspect
was injured.

Wuppertal is a city of some
350,000 people near
Duesseldorf and Cologne.

Police and ambulances at the scene of an attack, at the Wilhelm DAfrpfeld school,

in Wuppertal, Germany, Thursday.

AP/PTI

Farmers from EU countries join protest

AP W PRAGUE

zech farmers were driving

their tractors and other
vehicles to several border cross-
ings on Thursday to meet their
colleagues from neighbouring
countries and join forces in
their protests against European
Union agriculture policies,
bureaucracy and overall condi-
tions for their business.

Farmers complain that
the 27-nation EU’s environ-
mental policies, such as the
Green Deal, which calls for lim-
its on the use of chemicals and
on greenhouse gas emissions,
limit their business and make
their products more expensive
than non-EU imports.

The farmers also complain
about low prices for their prod-
ucts and say grain and other
agriculture products coming
from Ukraine and Latin
America negatively affect the

market.The farmers met their
colleagues from neighbouring
Germany, Poland and Slovakia
at a number of border cross-
ings. Farmers from 10 EU
countries, ranging from
Central Europe to the Baltics
and the Balkans, were partici-
pating in the protest, organis-
ers said.

The farmers invited Czech
Agriculture Minister Marek
Vyborny, his Slovak counter-
part Richard Takac, and the
representatives of farmers from
Poland and Hungary to rally at
a Czech-Slovak border crossing
known as Hodonin-Holic,
which was blocked by hun-
dreds of tractors.“We don’t
protest against the EU, we
protest against the wrong deci-
sions by the European
Commission,” said Andrej
Gajdos from the Slovak
Chamber of Agriculture and
Food.

Jaahnavi's Killers will not face criminal charges

PTI M WASHINGTON

The Seattle police officer
who struck and killed
Indian student Jaahnavi
Kandula while responding to
an overdose call, will not face
any criminal charges due to
lack of “sufficient” evidence,
authorities said.

On Wednesday, the King
County Prosecutor’s Office said
they will not move forward
with criminal charges against
Seattle Police Officer Kevin
Dave, FOX13 Seattle reported.
In a statement released
Wednesday, the King County
Prosecuting Attorney said,
“Kandula’s death is heartbreak-
ing and impacted communities
in King County and across the
world”

Kandula, 23, was struck by
a police vehicle driven by
Officer Dave when she was
crossing a street in Seattle on
January 23. He was driving 74
mph (more than 119 kmh) on

the way to a report of a drug
overdose call. Kandula was
thrown 100 feet when she was
struck by the speeding police
patrol vehicle.

In bodycam footage
released by the Seattle Police
Department, Officer Daniel
Auderer laughed about the
deadly crash and dismissed
any implication Dave might be
at fault or that a criminal inves-
tigation was necessary.

King County Prosecuting

Attorney Leesa Manion said
that she believes they lack the
evidence to prove a criminal
case beyond a reasonable
doubt, the report added.

“It is the responsibility of
the King County Prosecuting
Attorney’s Office to review all
available evidence relating to
the case involving Seattle Police
Officer Kevin Dave and the
January 2023 collision death of
Jaahnavi Kandula. After
staffing this case with senior
deputy prosecuting attorneys
and office leadership, I have
determined that we lack suffi-
cient evidence under
Washington State law to prove
a criminal case beyond a rea-
sonable doubt”

The statement also said
that the prosecutor’s office also
finds the comments made by
Seattle Police Officer Daniel
Auderer, recorded on his body-
worn video, “appalling and
deeply troubling”

Auderer, who was not

involved in the January colli-
sion, was captured in the video
saying, “But she is dead” and
laughing while on the phone.

She was 26 anyway,”
Auderer said in the video. “She
had limited value”

“Officer Auderer’s com-
ments were also unprofession-
al and undermined the public’s
trust in the Seattle Police
Department and law enforce-
ment in general,” said Manion.

“As egregious as Officer
Auderer’s comments are, they
do not change the PAO’s legal
analysis into the conduct of
Officer Dave. It is the Office of
Police Accountability that bears
the responsibility of discipli-
nary investigation and pro-
ceedings relating to Officer
Auderer’s comment, not the
PAO”

Auderer was pulled from
patrol in September 2023 and
reassigned to a “non-opera-
tional position.” Auderer could
still be fired after the fallout of

his insensitive comments cap-
tured on bodycam.

Auderer’s chain of com-
mand and the Office of Police
Accountability (OPA) found he
acted unprofessionally. For that,
he faces the highest disciplinary
range of nearly two weeks sus-
pension up to termination,
according to a disciplinary
action report.

Before a final disciplinary
decision, Auderer will have
the chance to meet with Police
Chief Adrian Diaz to disagree.

His disciplinary hearing is
scheduled for March 4, K5
News reported.

Seattle local media report-
ed that speed was the cause of
the collision, as the speed at
which Dave was travelling did
“not allow (Kandula) or him
sufficient time to detect,
address and avoid a hazard that
presented itself.”

Dave was responding to a
“priority one” call at the request
of the Seattle Fire Department,

according to the Seattle Police
Department. According to the
police report, the officer was
responding to a report of a
drug overdose.

The officer did not have his
siren activated continuously.
Instead, the officer “chirped”
his siren at the intersection. He
did have his emergency lights
on, according to a previous
statement from the police
department.

In a memo to Seattle police,
prosecutors wrote there was
not enough evidence to prove
Dave showed “conscious disre-
gard for others safety”

A drug recognition expert
responded to the scene and
found no impairment in the
officer.

Kandula was a graduate
student at Northeastern
University at the Seattle cam-
pus. The university said in
January 2023 that they would
award her degree posthumous-
ly and present it to her family.

Albanian Parliament
approves deal to hold
migrants for [taly

Tirana (AP): Albania’s
Parliament on Thursday
approved a deal for the country
to hold thousands of asylum
seekers rescued in internation-
al waters by Italy while their
applications are processed,
despite protests from opposition
lawmakers and human rights
groups.

Under the five-year deal,
Albania would shelter up to
3,000 migrants at any one time.
With asylum requests expected
to take around a month to
process, the number of asy-
lum-seekers sent to Albania
could reach up to 36,000 in a
year.
The idea of sending asylum
seekers outside the EU is contro-
versial. The deal was endorsed
by European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
but has been widely criticised by
human rights groups. Albania is
currently seeking EU member-
ship.

The agreement, signed in
November between Albanian
Prime Minister Edi Rama and
Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni,
is part of Melonf’s efforts to share
the burden of addressing migra-
tion with other European coun-
tries.

The Parliament, dominated
by Ramas left-wing Socialist
Party, voted 77 to zero to
approve the deal, with 63 mem-
bers of parliament marked not
present. Most of the conserva-
tive opposition, which refused to
participate, sat in the hall and
tried to disrupt the vote with
whistles. The president will also
issue a decree as the final step of
approval. Rama himself was
not present at the vote. A group
of 30 lawmakers attempted to
block ratification by appealing to
the Constitutional Court, but in
late January the court said a deal
could go ahead. Conservative
lawmakers have repeatedly dis-
rupted voting since October to
protest the Socialist govern-

ment. Gazment Bardhi of the
opposition Democrats declined
to say anything about the agree-
ment, which they have opposed
earlier.

Mesila Doda of the small
Justice, Integration, Unity Party,
whose three members voted
for the deal, said that “we are
talking about a country that
always has supported us in our
path!

Italy’s lower chamber of
parliament approved the deal in
January, followed by the Senate
earlier this month.

Two processing centers will
be set up in Albania at a cost to
Italy of more than 600 million
euros (about USD 650 million)
over five years.

The facilities would be fully
run by Italy while it fast-tracks
their asylum requests. Meloni
has said she expects them to
become operational by the
spring of 2024.

Italy would remain legally
responsible for the migrants
throughout the process, and
would welcome them if they are
granted international protec-
tion or organize their deporta-
tion from Albania if refused.

Those picked up within
Italy’s territorial waters, or by res-
cue ships operated by non-gov-
ernmental organisations, would
retain their right under interna-
tional and EU law to apply for
asylum in Italy and have their
claims processed there. Rama
has said that Albania stands
beside Meloni in a sign of grat-
itude on behalf of Albanians
who found refuge in Italy and
“escaped hell and imagined a
better life” following the collapse
of communism in Albania in the
1990s. Italy has sought help
from other EU nations to han-
dle the increasing number of
arrivals. Data from Italy’s
Interior ministry showed that
migrant arrivals in Italy jumped
50 per cent in 2023 from the pre-
vious year.
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Will urge IMF to stop support to

Pak over ‘rigged’ polls: Imran

PTI's organisational
elections on March 3

PTI M ISLAMABAD

ailed former prime minister

Imran Khan on Thursday
announced that he will write to
the IMF, demanding the glob-
al lender to stop its support to
cash-strapped Pakistan until it
seeks an “audit” of the elections
mired in controversies, includ-
ing vote rigging.

Khan’s message from jail
was conveyed through Barrister
Ali Zafar, who met him in the
Adiala Jail Rawalpindi where
the former cricketer-turned-
politician has been incarcerat-
ed since last year.

“A letter will be written to
the International Monetary
Fund that it should first seek an
audit of elections and then
decide about any loan to
Pakistan,” Zafar said, adding
that any loan to Pakistan with-
out an audit of votes would be
harmful to the country facing
financial woes. Zafar, who has
also been nominated by Khan
to contest intra-party election
for the chairman’s post, also
said that the IMF has laws
which bar aid to countries not
having democratic govern-
ments. He said a democratic
government was only possible
after having fair and free elec-
tions. He rejected the impres-
sion that the letter would fur-
ther jeopardise Pakistan’s frag-
ile economy which, without
assistance from the donors,
may default on external
liabilities.

Pakistan is heavily depen-
dent on the IMF and current-
ly implementing a short-term
USD 3 billion agreement. The
global lender has already pro-
vided two tranches of loan
and the last tranche of USD 1.2
is expected by the end of March
or early April.

According to experts, the
new government after taking
office would have to enter into
fresh talks with the IMF to get
a new loan. The statement by
Khan drew criticism from his
opponents, who said that the
former prime minister was
bent on damaging the country.

Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) leader Atta

PTI B ISLAMABAD

ailed former Pakistan prime

minister Imran Khan's belea-
guered party will conduct fresh
organisational elections on
March 3, a senior leader
announced on Thursday,
months after the election com-
mission annulled a previous
intra-party poll.

Earlier this month, intra-
party polls of the 71-year-old
former-cricketer-turned-politi-
cian’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT) were postponed after top
party leadership asserted that
it could “divert” attention from
the February 8 general elec-
tions.

PTI Chairman Barrister
Gohar Khan said that the
decision to conduct fresh intra-
party polls had been made in
the light of instructions from
the party founder Imran Khan.

“The intra-party elections
will take place on March 3 and
this time Ali Zafar will be our
candidate for chairman,” he
said while addressing a press
conference along with Barrister
Zafar and other party leaders.
He reiterated that it was the
decision of Imran Khan.
Gohar, who was nominated by
Khan to contest the intra-
party elections as chairman last
year and also won, said that
Khan nominated Omar Ayub
Khan to contest as secretary
general of the party. The party
members can submit nomina-
tion papers by Friday and
Saturday. According to the poll
schedule, the scrutiny of the

Tarar condemned the state-
ment about writing a letter to
the IMF and said that the PTI
founder was trying to harm the
country. “The party has always
tried to damage the country to
save its politics,” he said.

The development comes
after the PML-N and the

nomination papers will be
completed by February 25 and
decisions on the nominations
will be made by February 27.

The polling for the organ-
isational elections would be
held at the party’s central sec-
retariat here and PTT offices in
all four provinces of the coun-
try, the Dawn newspaper
reported. The development
came as the Express Tribune
newspaper reported that the
PTI is expected to hold its
intra-party elections in the
next 15 days. It had also report-
ed that Gohar Khan has been
nominated as the chairman
and Raoof Hassan will be the
Chief Election Commissioner
for PTT’s intra-party polls.

It was not known why
Imran Khan changed the can-
didate for the post of chairman.
To a question, Gohar Khan
rejected the impression that he
had been demoted. Previously,
a day after PTT announced the
schedule for fresh intra-party
polls, the party postponed
them on February 2 until after
the elections which were held
on February 8.

The party cited commit-
ments of members in their
respective constituencies and
PTI venues being “unlawfully
blocked by the administration”
as reasons for the delay.

The earlier round of
the party’s intra-party polls was
declared null and void by the
Supreme Court before the
general elections. The party
also lost its iconic ‘bat’ electoral

symbol.

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
agreed on a power-sharing
deal to form a coalition govern-
ment led by former prime
minister Shehbaz Sharif. No
political party managed to
secure enough seats in the
National Assembly following
the February 8 general elec-

tions, leading to a hung
Parliament.

Both the PML-N and the
PPP won fewer seats in
Parliament than candidates
backed by Imran Khan in an
election mired in controversies,
including vote rigging. Khan,
who could not contest the
February 8 elections due to his
convictions in some cases
including that of corruption,
has been barred from holding
any public office for 10 years.
The PTI has said that the
PML-N and PPP are trying to
form a government with a
stolen mandate and the nation
would not accept the “PDM
2.0"

It alleged the “regime
change conspiracy” was backed
by the chief election commis-
sioner by making a mockery of
the Constitution and law in the
country. The IMF’s review mis-
sion might visit Islamabad by
the end of this month or early
next month, provided the gov-
ernment formation at the fed-
eral and provincial levels is
complete. The mission will
finalise the salient features of
the anticipated medium-term
bailout package to avert a
default on repayment of foreign
debts.

Earlier, the IMF’s review
mission was scheduled to visit
the country in the first week of
February, but the delegation
refused to visit on the eve of the
general elections. After the
general elections threw a frac-
tured mandate, doubts have
been raised about the fairness
of the whole process, with the
US, the European Union, and
other countries demanding an
investigation into the irregular-
ities and fraud allegations.

Pakistan’s foreign exchange
reserves hovered around USD
8.04 billion during the week
ending February 2, after wit-
nessing a decline in reserves by
USD 173 million due to exter-
nal debt repayments. A
Finance Division official last
week said the IMF would only
come to begin the second
review talks once a new gov-
ernment was sworn in at the
national level.

Imran’s party-backed winning independent
candidates join Sunni Ittehad Council

PTI M ISLAMABAD

midst a flurry of post-elec-

tion activities in Pakistan,
jailed former prime minister
Imran Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf party-backed winning
independent candidates of
national and provincial assem-
blies officially joined the Sunni
Ittehad Council to claim the
share in the quota of seats
reserved for women and
minorities.

The independents submit-
ted affidavits to the Election
Commission on Wednesday,
vowing to become part of the
right-wing party dominated by
Sunni Muslims. As many as 89
Members of National Assembly
(MNAs), 85 members of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly, 106 members of the
Punjab Assembly and nine
members of the Sindh
Assembly have submitted their
affidavits, the Dawn newspaper
reported. However, PTI chief

Barrister Gohar Khan and can-
didate for Prime Minister post
Omar Ayub Khan did not join
the Sunni Ittehad Council
(SIC). The PTI candidate for
CM Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Ali
Amin Gandapur also stayed
away from the SIC.

Earlier, it was reported by
some media that Gohar Khan
had also joined the SIC which
would hamper his chances to
contest the intra-party elec-
tions of the PTT which the party
was planning to hold in the
coming weeks. The PTI-backed
independent candidates joined
the SIC to claim a share of the
reserved seats. The develop-
ment comes after the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) and the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) agreed on a power-
sharing deal to form a coalition
government led by former
prime minister Shehbaz Sharif.

Both the PML-N and the
PPP won fewer seats in
Parliament than candidates

backed by Imran Khan in an
election mired in controversies,
including vote rigging. Khan,
who could not contest the
February 8 elections due to his
convictions in some cases
including that of corruption has
been barred from holding any
public office for 10 years. The
PTI has said that the PML-N
and PPP are going to form the
government with a stolen man-
date and the nation would not
accept the “PDM 2.0”

It alleged the “regime
change conspiracy” was backed
by the chief election commis-
sioner by making a mockery of
the Constitution and law in the
country. A party spokesperson
said that a group “rejected by
the nation” had gathered once
again to stage a “drama” of
PDM 2.0 in the country, which
was unacceptable and intoler-
able. He claimed that the nation
had given a clear mandate to the
PTI to form its government in
Centre, Punjab and Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa provinces despite
the incarceration of PTI found-
ing chairman Imran Khan, the
snatching of the party’s election
symbol “bat’, and obstacles to
carry out poll campaigns.

He claimed that as per
Form-45s, the citizens had
given the PTI an overwhelming
majority of 180 seats in the 266-
member National Assembly.
“It is high time we learned a les-
son from history and respect-
ed the public mandate, as
Pakistan had to go through a
tragedy like the fall of Dhaka as
a result of daylight poll fraud,”
the party’s spokesperson said.
He alleged that the heirs of
those who “dismembered
Pakistan” were again active in
facilitating the state’s efforts to
trample on the public mandate.
However, he made it clear that
the people of Pakistan would
not tolerate any attempt to
make a mockery of the
Constitution and democracy
and the robbery of their votes.

Maryam set to bhe
first woman CM
of Pakistan’s
Punjab provincial
assembly

Lahore (PTI): Maryam Nawaz,
the daughter of three-time
prime minister Nawaz Sharif, is
set to become the first woman
chief minister of Pakistan’s
Punjab province following the
summoning of the inaugural
session of the provincial legis-
lature on Friday.

Out of five assemblies in
Pakistan that went to the polls
on February 8, the Punjab
Assembly is the first house
convening its opening session.
“Punjab Governor Balighur
Rahman has called the Punjab
Assembly session for Friday, in
which newly elected members
of the assembly will swear in
and formation of the new gov-
ernment will begin,” a
spokesperson  for the
Governor’s House said on
Thursday. Maryam, 50, is also
senior vice president of the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) party. She is
considered to be the political
heir of PML-N supremo Nawaz
Sharif, who surprisingly nom-
inated his younger brother
Shehbaz Sharif as his party’s
prime ministerial candidate.
The PML-N has nominated
Maryam as the chief minister-
ial candidate of the party in
Punjab, a province of over 120
million people. The PML-N
won 137 seats while indepen-
dents backed by former prime
minister Imran Khan's Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) won 113
in the Punjab Assembly.
Separately, 20-odd indepen-
dents, not PTI-backed, have
already joined the PML-N. The
PTI-backed independent can-
didates have joined the Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC) to get
reserved seats for women and
minorities besides saving their
elected members from being
forced to change their loyalty by
the military establishment.

PTI W MALE

Ahigh—tech Chinese marine
research ship on Thursday
arrived near the Maldives after
spending about a month in the
Indian Ocean near the island
nation, media reports said here.
The ship, Xiang Yang Hong 03
reached the Maldives on the
same day when Indian and Sri
Lankan coast guard ships
reached the strategically locat-
ed archipelago for a trilateral
naval exercise.

India had already expressed
concern about the movement of
the Chinese research ship in the
Indian Ocean and also pre-
vailed on Sri Lanka to refuse
permission for the ship to dock
at the Colombo port.

“Chinese research vessel
Xiang Yang Hong 03 was
moored close to Male City this
morning. Around noon, the
ship was shown to be near
Thilafushi,” news portal
Edition.mv reported, quoting
the Marine Traffic website that
tracks all ocean liners across the
globe. “Xiang Yang Hong 03
began its journey on January 14,
24 hours after Maldives
President Mohamed Muizzu
concluded his state visit to
China. It arrived near Male
today after spending about a
month near the Maldives’
Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ), said Adhadhu.com, a
news portal. It also claimed that
the vessel was “not visible on
common tracking sites starting
from January 22. It is believed
that the vessel’s tracking systems
had been turned off when it was
in the Java Sea off Indonesia
then”

An analysis by Adhadhu
using satellite AIS tracking
showed that the Chinese vessel
was later at the EEZ of
Maldives, the report said,
adding, “The vessel had spent
about a month near the EEZ”
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Chinese ship moors near Maldives
after a month in Indian Ocean

Muizzu, widely seen as a
pro-China leader, won last
year’s presidential election on an
‘anti-India’ stance. He made
Beijing his first port of call
going against the tradition of
visiting New Delhi first as the
Maldivian President.

An American think-tank
has alleged that a vast fleet of
China’s “scientific research”
ships is collecting data from the
oceans, including in the Indian
Ocean Region, for military
purposes, especially for subma-
rine operations, a charge denied
by Beijing, which said the
Chinese vessels operations are
in line with the UN Convention
on Law of the Seas (UNCLOS).

On January 23, the
Maldives government permit-
ted the research vessel. But
while the Maldivian foreign
ministry said the Chinese
Research Vessel Xiang Yang
Hong 3 will “not be conducting
any research while in the
Maldivian waters,” sources in
the Indian defence establish-
ment had indicated that New
Delhi was keeping a close watch
on the movement of the ship. In
February, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Wang
Wenbin said, “China’s scientif-
ic research activities in relevant
waters are for peaceful purpos-
es and aimed at contributing to
humanity’s scientific under-
standing of the ocean.”

Earlier on January 5, Sri
Lanka, while denying entry to
the Chinese ship, had said it had
declared a moratorium on for-
eign research ships entering its
waters for a year amid concerns
from India over Chinese
research vessels docking in its
neighbourhood.

The Maldives' proximity
to India, barely 70 nautical
miles from the island of
Minicoy in Lakshadweep and
300 nautical miles from the
mainland’s western coast, and

its location at the hub of com-
mercial sea lanes running
through the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR) gives it significant
strategic importance. The
Maldives is India’s key maritime
neighbour in the IOR and
occupies a special place in its
initiatives like SAGAR
(Security and Growth for All in
the Region) and the
Neighbourhood First Policy’
of the Narendra Modi
government.

Meanwhile, Thursday
morning, Coast Guards of
Maldives, India, and Sri Lanka,
along with observers from
Bangladesh, joined in at the
Trilateral Joint Exercise
‘DOSTI-16.

“MNDF welcomes partici-
pating ships from India and Sri
Lanka for the Trilateral Joint
Exercise ‘DOSTI-16" from Feb
22-25. Coast Guards of
Maldives, India, and Sri Lanka,
along with observers from
Bangladesh, join in this bienni-
al event to enhance collabora-
tion between the forces,”
Maldives National Defence
Force (MNDEF) said in a post on
X along with the photos of the
two vessels. “The purpose of the
biennial exercise is to enhance
military collaboration between
the three nations and explore
ways the nations can work
together with respect to inci-
dents unfolding at sea,” news
portal Sun.mv reported.

DOSTT exercise had initial-
ly kicked off between Maldives
and India in 1991. Sri Lanka
first participated in the exercise
in 2012. The exercise was last
held in 2021, the portal said.

The visit of the Indian
coastguard ship to the Maldives
comes amidst President
Muizzu’s demand for the with-
drawal of 88 Indian military
personnel manning three
Indian aviation platforms in the
island nation by March 15.

Ukraine’s fate hangs
In balance, Polish
prime minister says

Warsaw (AP): Polish Prime
Minister Donald Tusk said on
Thursday that the border cross-
ings with Ukraine are being
added to a list of critical infra-
structure to ensure that all
military and humanitarian aid
can reach Ukraine without any
delays.

“The fate of Ukraine is
hanging in the balance and I
don’t need to convince anyone
that this means that our fate is
also hanging in the balance,”
said Tusk, whose country is
located along NATO’s eastern
flank and borders Ukraine.

Tusk spoke following
protests by angry Polish farm-
ers that have included border
blockades and the spilling of
Ukrainian grain from freight
trains at a Polish border cross-
ing. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelesnkyy said on
Wednesday that the blockade
was hampering the transport of
military supplies to Ukrainian
forces on the front line.

Poland is one of the main
staging posts for Western mil-
itary and humanitarian aid to
Ukraine. Poland has donated
many of its own weapons but
transports from other NATO
countries often pass through

the large central European
nation. Tusk disputed that any
military equipment intended
for Ukraine was being held up.
However, he said that border
crossings and sections of roads
and railway tracks will now be
added to a list of critical infra-
structure to ensure “a 100 per
cent guarantee that military
and humanitarian aid will
reach the Ukrainian side with-
out any delays.”

Polish farmers, like farm-
ers across Europe, have been in
revolt against Ukrainian food
that has been entering the
European Union market. They
say the cheaper produce is dri-
ving down prices. They have
also protested EU climate poli-
cies which they say will
increase their costs and hurt
their bottom line.

Following protests in
Poland this week, Zelenskyy
publicly appealed to Tusk for a
meeting of the two govern-
ments at their joint border
ahead of the second anniver-
sary Saturday of Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Tusk, however, said on
Thursday a meeting of the two
governments would only hap-
pen March 28.

Ukraine weighs

AP H LYMAN

When the Russian army

mounted a full-scale inva-
sion two years ago, Ukrainian
men zealously rushed to recruit-
ment centres across the country
to enlist, ready to die in defence
of their nation. Today, with
Russia in control of roughly
one-quarter of Ukraine and the
two armies virtually deadlocked
along a 1,000-kilometre front
line, that spirit to enlist has
faded: Many Ukrainian men are
evading the draft by hiding at
home or trying to bribe their
way out of the battle.

Along the frigid and muddy
front line, commanders say their
army is too small and made up
of too many exhausted and
wounded soldiers. As the war
enters its third year, the most
urgent and politically sensitive
challenge pressing on Ukraine is
whether it can muster enough
new soldiers to repel an enemy
with far more fighters at its dis-
posal. Russias population is
more than three times as large
as Ukraine’s, and President
Vladimir Putin has shown a

willingness to force men to the
front if not enough volunteer.
The lack of soldiers isn't
Ukraine’s only predicament — it
is also desperate for Western
military aid, which has been
harder to come by as the war
drags on. But mobilizing enough
soldiers is a problem only
Ukraine can solve.

The parliament is consider-
ing legislation that would
increase the potential pool of
recruits by about 400,000, in part
by lowering the enlistment age
from 27 to 25. But the propos-
al is highly unpopular, forcing
elected officials to grapple with
questions that cut to the heart of
nationhood: Can they convince
enough citizens to sacrifice their
lives? And, if not, are they will-
ing to accept the alternative?

A Ukrainian soldier fighting
near the city of Avdiivka —
where soldiers retreated last
week to save lives — said his unit
was recently outnumbered by
about 5 to 1 when dozens of
Russian soldiers stormed their
position, killing everyone but
himself and two others. “We
were almost completely defeat-

unpopular plan

ed,” said Dima, who refused to
provide his last name for secu-
rity reasons. Roughly 800 kilo-
metres away, a 42-year-old man
afraid of being sent to the front
hides at home outside of Kyiv,
distressed. “I feel a sort of a guilt
for being a man ... I cannot feel
myself free]” said Andrii, who
insisted on using his first name
only to speak about dodging the
draft. Tens of thousands of other
eligible Ukrainian men are esti-
mated to be evading the draft, at
home or abroad.

WHO WILL DIG THE
TRENCHES?

Because there aren’t
enough new recruits, soldiers
on the front line aren’t getting
enough rest in between rota-
tions. Two years of gruelling
battles have left men fatigued
and more susceptible to injury.
When there are new recruits,
they are too few, too poorly
trained and often too old,
according to interviews with
two dozen Ukrainian soldiers,
including six commanders.
Commanders say they don't
have enough soldiers to launch

offensives, and barely enough
to hold positions amid inten-
sifying Russian assaults.

Brigades of 3,000-5,000
soldiers are typically fighting
with only 75 per cent of their
full strength, according to
Vadym Ivchenko, a lawmaker
who is part of the parliament’s
national security, defense and
intelligence committee.

Igor Ivantsev, 31, was
among a dozen men treated
recently at a field hospital near
the front. He has been wound-
ed twice in the span of four
months. His body aches when
he carries his machine gun, but
doctors deem him fit to serve.
Ivantsev said that of the 17 men
he enlisted with, most are dead;
the rest are like him, wounded.

Ivantsev’s commander,
who would only provide his
first name, Dmytro, said his
exhausted and depleted compa-
ny is working overtime to dig
deeper trenches and build bet-
ter locations from which to
counter constant Russian
artillery. “We have no people,
nowhere to get them from,
Dmytro said. At the start of the

to expand draft

war, soldiers were rotated every
two weeks for one week of rest,
he said. But now his soldiers
fight for a month, then get four
days of rest. “We are not made
of steel,” said Ivantsev.

A PLAN TO DRAFT
MORE MEN

The legislation being dis-
cussed in parliament would
enable the military to draft
more men so that those already
enlisted can get more rest or
even be relieved of duty. An
estimated 300,000 Ukrainian
soldiers are currently fighting
along the front line, while oth-
ers serve elsewhere, lawmakers
said. Putin has said twice as
many Russian troops are in
Ukraine. The Ukrainian mili-
tary seeks to mobilize up to
500,000 more men, but realiz-
ing how unpopular such a
move would be, lawmakers are
treading carefully. Over a thou-
sand amendments have been
attached to draft legislation
that even President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has yet to publicly
endorse. Under the draft legis-
lation, any individual who fails

to respond to call up notices
could potentially have their
bank accounts frozen and their
ability to travel outside the
country restricted. Lawmakers
critical of the legislation,
including Ivchenko, say the
military hasn’t adequately
explained how a surge in con-
scription will meaningfully
change the outcome of the
war.

DRAFT DODGERS

The legislation’s toughest
sell are men like a 35-year-old
website creator who insisted on
anonymity to discuss his deci-
sion to hide at home in a sub-
urb of Kyiv rather than join the
war effort. He refuses to fight,
he said, because he doesn’t
want to kill people; his plan is
to raise enough money to
escape Ukraine.

The legislation being con-
sidered in parliament would, in
theory, leave less room for
men like him to hide by requir-
ing all draft-eligible citizens to
check in with the government
via an electronic-tracking
system.

Russian war blogger
dies after facing
criticism for revealing
Moscow’s losses

Moscow (AP): A Russian mil-
itary blogger has died in an
apparent suicide after facing a
barrage of criticism for reveal-
ing heavy losses in Ukraine,
and his supporters have
blamed Kremlin propagan-
dists for his death. Andrei
Morozov, who also served as
a soldier on the front line in
Ukraine, said in his last post
Wednesday that he decided to
“execute” himself to help his
comrades in arms avoid fall-
out from his critical publica-
tions, which had angered the
military command.

Maxim Pashkov, a lawyer
who knew him, confirmed
Morozov’s death in a messag-
ing app statement, saying that
he shot himself dead.
Morozov was 44 years old.
Morozov, who went by the

who attacked Morozov for his
death. In his last post before
killing himself that he posted on
his channel in Telegram,
Morozov said he was forced by
military officials to remove his
post about the Russian losses. He
harshly criticised the military
command for turning a blind eye
to losses and ignoring troops’
needs. Alexander Kofman, head
of the Public Chamber in the
Moscow-controlled part of the
Donetsk region, described
Morozov’s suicide as a “huge
mistake” in a statement on his
messaging app channel.
Morozov’s death came as Russian
authorities have become increas-
ingly intolerant ahead of March’s
election in which President
Vladimir Putin is all but certain
to win another six-year term.

nickname Murz, said in a
recent post that about 16,000
Russian troops were killed
and the military lost about 300
armored vehicles since
October when the four-month
battle for the eastern strong-
hold of Avdiivka began.
Russian troops captured
Avdiivka over the weekend
after Ukrainian troops pulled
back.

Morozov’s remarks drew
angry comments from a top
TV show host on Russian state
TV and others who called for
him to be prosecuted for “dis-
crediting” the military. Several
fellow bloggers blamed those

GURU NANAK
DEV
UNIVERSITY,
AMRITSAR

Ph.D. Admission- Feb-2024
Online applications are invited for
admission to Ph.D. -Feb. 2024 for
employees of State Govt., Govt. of
India and employees working on
posts aided by the Govt. of Punjab
in various courses latest by 4-3-
2024. For details consult University
website www.gndu.ac.in.

Director of Research
NA/12/22261/2023/32768
Dated CHD :- 2/22/2024

only

Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar

Tender Notice Reference No. GNDU/GEN/03-25/2024
The Department of GN.D.U. Amritsar invites online bids for the following:

Sr. No. tem Quantity
1 Allotment of Canteens 11
2 Allotment of Shops 12

Closing date & Time: 14/03/2024 at 5:00 PM
For details log onto: www.eproc.punjab.gov.in
Note: Any corrigendum(s) to the Tender Notice shall be published on the above website

NA/M2/22237/2023/32740 Dated CHD - 2/22/2024

Assistant Registrar (General)
Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar

NORTHERN RAILWAY w0

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

ko
Aminit Mahotsay

Name of work
and its location

30-Elect-50-T-2023-24-E3

Electrical work in connection with provision of VRF/
VRV type air conditioning plant with other associated
work in canteen at Baroda House, New Delhi.

Approx cost of the works in

Rs.29.97 Lacs

Address of the office

Sr. Divil Elect. Engineer/General, New Delhi

Bid Security

Rs. 60000.00

Date & time of submission of tender

26.03.2024, 12.00 Hrs.

Opening of tender

26.03.2024, 12.00 Hrs.

Website & Notice board

www.ireps.gov.in & Sr. Divl. Elect.
Engineer/General, New Delhi

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 575/24
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Sensex surges over 500 points

Nifty scales new high on bullish sentiments

PTI Il MUMBAI Bank falling 1.87 per cent, HDFC
SE s ‘d TOP Bank dropped 1.28 per cent, Kotak
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touched an intra-day high of
73,256.39 points.

The broader Nifty climbed 162.40
points or 0.74 per cent to hit its high-
est-ever closing level of 22,217.45
points.

“The domestic market staged a
recovery from the day’s low; buoyed
by positive PMI data from the
Eurozone and an impressive earn-
ings report from US tech stocks.

“The broader market showed

Jasani, Head Retail Research at
HDFC Securities, said.

Among sectoral indices, BSE Auto
gained the maximum by 1.85 per
cent, followed by IT which rose by
1.83 per cent and Capital Goods

Geojit Financial Services, said.
BSE midcap index gained 0.92 per
cent, largecap index climbed 0.81
per cent and smallcap index rose
0.54 per cent.

In the Sensex pack, HCLTech rose

Tech Mahindra, Wipro, L&T and
Maruti were among the other major
gainers.

“Nifty made a fresh record high on
February 22 negating the bearish
development of the previous session.

time high to hit its 1,989 level. Hang
Seng of Hong Kong and Chinas
Shanghai Composite also ended
with sharp gains.

European stocks were also mostly
trading in the green.

son starting October.

The scrip of Rana Sugars declined 2.86
per cent to close at Rs 25.44 apiece on the
BSE, Mawana Sugars at Rs 102.07, Shree
Renuka Sugars at Rs 48.96, Dalmia
Bharat Sugar and Industries at Rs 402,

During intraday trade, the index
touched the peak of 22,252.50
points and 25 Nifty constituents

ended the session with gains.

Nifty recorded its previous lifetime
peak at 22,196.95 points on

resilience as India’s economic activ-
ity continued to expand in February,
with both service and manufactur-
ing PMI improving. Consequently,
it resulted in outperformance in dis-
cretionary stocks and capital goods,

the maximum by 3.12 per cent, fol-
lowed by ITC which gained 2.73 per
cent and M&M went up 2.61 per
cent. TCS climbed 2.44 per cent.

Bellwether auto stock Maruti gained
1.79 per cent, while Tata Motors rose

It could now proceed towards
22,280 and later 22,810. On falls, it
could take support at 22,011.
Participants remain unsure about
the direction of the market due to
sharp intraday movements in the

which went up by 1.80 per cent.

BSE Teck rose 1.59 per cent, while
industrials climbed 1.50 per cent and
power ended 1.38 per cent higher.
However, stocks of all major banks
closed in the red with IndusInd

On Wednesday, US stocks finished
mostly higher after minutes of the
US Federal Reserve’s January meet-
ing showed most policymakers
were concerned about the risks of
cutting interest rates early.

PTI® NEW DELHI

elecom operator

Vodafone Idea (VIL) on
Thursday said its board will
meet on February 27 to
consider fundraising pro-
posals.
In a statutory filing, VIL
said the board of directors
will consider and evaluate
all proposals for “raising of
funds in one or more
tranches by way of a rights
issue, further public offer,
private placement including
preferential allotment, qual-
ified institutions placement
or through any other per-
missible mode and/or com-
bination”.
The fundraising could be
through equity or debt
instruments, the BSE filing
said.
The capital raise could be by
way of issue of equity shares
or by way of any instru-
ments including “securities
convertible into equity
shares, Global Depository
Receipts, American
Depository Receipts or
bonds including foreign
currency convertible bonds,
convertible debentures,
warrants, and/or non-con-
vertible debentures includ-
ing non-convertible deben-
tures along with warrants,
which may or may not be
listed”.
“.. The Board of Directors
of Vodafone Idea Limited
will be held on Tuesday
that is 27 February, 2024, to
consider and evaluate any
and all proposals for raising
of funds in one or more
tranches...,” it said.
Earlier today, Billionaire
industrialist and Aditya

Vodafone Idea board
to meet o consider
fundraising proposal

Birla Group chairman
Kumar Mangalam Birla had
underlined the Group’s firm
commitment to the cash-
strapped telco and asserted
that efforts are on to rope-
in external investors.

On how soon such investors
could be onboarded, Birla
told PTI “we are making
good progress but can’t put
in a timeline”

“We remain very commit-
ted to Vodafone Idea, and
like we have said in public
domain, efforts are on to get
outside investors,” he had
said speaking at a confer-
ence here to mark the
launch of the Group’s dec-
orative business.

Vodafone Idea saw its net
loss narrow to Rs 6,986
crore for the December
2023 quarter, helped by Rs
755.5 crore one-time excep-
tional gain, while the aver-
age revenue per subscriber
improved for the ailing
telco.

VILs net loss stood at Rs
7,990 crore in the year-ago
period.

For the debt-laden telco -
which has been struggling
to keep up with the larger
rivals like Reliance Jio and
Bharti Airtel in the hugely
competitive Indian telecom
market - the revenue from
operations remained near-
ly flat at Rs 10,673.1 crore
year-on-year.

During the company’s
Q3FY24 results, Vodafone
Idea CEO  Akshaya
Moondra had said: “We
remain engaged with vari-
ous parties for fundraising
to make required invest-
ments for network expan-
sion, including 5G roll-out”

Farm community gives mixed response
to Increase Iin sugarcane FRP

PTI B BAGHPAT/MEERUT (UP)

The farm community in western
Uttar Pradesh has given a mixed
response to the government’s deci-
sion to increase Fair and
Remunerative Price (FRP) of sugar-
cane to Rs 340 per quintal.

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday
decided to hike the minimum price
that mills have to pay to sugarcane
growers by Rs 25 to Rs 340 per quin-
tal for the 2024-25 season starting
October.

This is the highest FRP for sugarcane
announced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led government
since coming to power in 2014.
Dismayed over the decision,
Baghpat District President of
Bharatiya Kisan Union (Bhanu)
Pratap Singh Gurjar said the govern-
ment has forgotten its own promise.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
himself promised to give MSP of Rs
450 per quintal to cane during a
public rally in Meerut in 2014 elec-
tions,” he claimed.

“We (farmers) are also consumers.
The government should also
remember this. We also have to buy
petrol, diesel, fertilizer, seeds etc. All
these things are becoming expen-
sive. MSP on sugarcane should be
increased on the basis of farmers’
costs. If the allowance of govern-
ment employees increases on the
basis of inflation, then why is it not
done for farmers? We urge the cen-
tral government to reconsider its
decision on the price for sugarcane,”
Gurjar added.

Gurwant Singh, a sugarcane farmer
of Shahjahanpur district, called the
FRP rise “meagre”

“The increase in FRP of sugarcane

by Rs 25 might look like a big deci-
sion but is very meagre to what actu-
ally is required. The cost of farming
has almost doubled in the past few
years. The government should at
least increase the FRP by Rs 70 per

quintal so that farmers could recov-
er their investment,” he said.

On the other hand, National
Secretary of Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) and senior farm leader of
West UP, Raj Kumar Sangwan,
while talking to PTT in Meerut, said
the Centre has taken the decision
keeping in mind the plight of the
farmers. “This increase will provide
relief to farmers”

He also said that considering the
way costs are increasing, the FRP
could have been increased further.
Meerut District President of
Bharatiya Kisan Union (Arajnaitik)
Anurag Chaudhary also welcomed
the move.

“The decision of Government of
India to increase the FRP of sugar-
cane by Rs 25 is good. But the cen-
tral government must ensure that
farmers in UP get this benefit”

EID Parry (India) at Rs 630.60.

Also, Triveni Engineering & Industries
went lower by 0.73 per cent to settle at
Rs 347.90 apiece, Dhampur Sugar Mills
at Rs 248.95 and KCP Sugar & Industries
Corp at Rs 41.75 per piece on the
exchange.

On the other hand, shares of Rajshree
Sugars & Chemicals rallied 8.22 per cent
to end at Rs 80.60 apiece, and Balrampur
Chini Mills gained 0.45 per cent to fin-
ish at Rs 382.45 each on the BSE.

The 30-share BSE Sensex index jumped
535.15 points or 0.74 per cent to close at
73,158.24.

On Wednesday, the government
announced a hike in the Fair and
Remunerative Price (FRP), the minimum
rate that mills need to pay to sugarcane
growers. The FRP has been increased by
Rs 25 to Rs 340 per quintal for the 2024-
25 season starting October.

The decision to increase the FRP was
taken at the meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

This is the highest FRP for sugarcane
announced by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led government since
coming to power in 2014. This is the sec-
ond time that the Modi government has
increased the FRP by Rs 25 per quintal
in one go.

“This decision of the central government
is going to benefit more than 5 crore sug-
arcane farmers (including family mem-
bers) and lakhs of other persons involved
in the sugar sector,” an official statement
said on Wednesday.

Rupee rises 13 paise to close at 82.83 against US dollar

PTI B MUMBAI

The rupee appreciated 13 paise to
close at 82.83 (provisional)
against the US dollar on Thursday,
tracking the weakness of the
American currency in the
overseas market and positive domes-
tic equities.

Forex traders said elevated crude oil
prices weighed on the local unit and
restricted a sharp uptick.

At the interbank foreign exchange,
the local unit opened at 82.94 against
the greenback. It hit an intraday high
of 82.83 during the day.

The domestic unit finally settled at
82.83 (provisional) against the dollar,

higher by 13 paise from its previous
close of 82.96.

The Indian rupee appreciated on
Thursday on weak US dollar and
mixed-to-positive domestic markets,
said Anuj Choudhary, Research
Analyst, Sharekhan by BNP Paribas.
However, a surge in crude oil prices
capped sharp gains. The US dollar
declined on rise in risk appetite in
global markets and positive European
markets ahead of PMI data from
Eurozone and Germany.

Analysts attributed the retreating
dollar index to the US Federal
Reserve’s minutes that reflected pol-
icy makers’ cautious approach, ebbing
the possibility of interest rate cuts in
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the immediate future.
“The Federal

ly hawkish,” Choudhary said.

Open Market
Committee (FOMC) minutes
released on Wednesday were slight-

in the rupee. “Traders may watch out
for manufacturing and services PMI,
weekly unemployment claims and
existing home sales data from the US.
USDINR spot price is expected to

Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six currencies, was
trading 0.31 per cent lower at 103.68.
Brent crude futures, the global oil
benchmark, rose 0.37 per cent to
USD 83.34 per barrel.

“We expect the rupee to trade with
a slight positive bias on the weak tone
in the US dollar and positive global
markets. However, rising global crude
oil prices and geopolitical tension in
the Middle East may limit the gains

trade in a range of Rs 82.60 to Rs
83.10,” Choudhary added.

On the domestic equity market front,
the Sensex advanced 535.15 points,
or 0.74 per cent, to 73,158.24. The
Nifty rose 162.40 points, or 0.74 per
cent, to hit an all-time high of
22,217.45.

Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs)
were net buyers in the capital mar-
kets on Wednesday as they purchased
shares worth Rs 284.66 crore, accord-
ing to exchange data.

Solar installations fall 44 per
cent in 2023, says report

PTI W NEW DELHI

India has reported a 44 per
cent fall in solar installations
at 7.5 gigawatt in 2023 due to
land acquisition-related issues,
research firm Mercom Capital
said on Thursday.

According to the US-based
research firm’s latest report, a
total of 13.4 gigawatt (GW)
solar capacity was installed in
the country in 2022.

As of December 2023, the
cumulative installed solar
capacity stood at 72 GW. Of
which utility-scale projects
accounted for 85.4 per cent, and
rooftop solar accounted for
14.6 per cent, the report said.
“In 2023, large-scale solar

installations fell 51 per cent to
5.8 GW from 11.7 GW in 2022.
Extensions granted to several
large-scale projects and delays
primarily due to land (acquisi-
tion) and transmission (con-
nectivity) issues impacted
capacity additions during the
year. Large-scale solar account-
ed for 77.2 per cent of annual
solar capacity additions, and
rooftop solar contributed 22.8
per cent,” it said.

Rajasthan followed by
Karnataka, and Gujarat were
the top three states for cumu-
lative large-scale solar capacity,
accounting for 54.8 per cent of
installations in the country as
of December 2023.

India’s large-scale solar project

pipeline stood at 1053 GW,
with another 70.6 GW of pro-
jects tendered and pending
auction, the report said.
Country’s installed renewable
energy capacity, including large
hydropower projects, stood at
179.5 GW, accounting for 42
per cent of the overall power
mix at the end of December
2023.

Solar energy projects account-
ed for 48.5 per cent of all new
power capacity installed last
year.

As of December 2023, solar
energy accounted for 16.9 per
cent of Indias total installed
power capacity and almost 40.1
per cent of the total installed
renewable energy capacity.

Bharat Highways InviT to float
32,500 crore IPO on February 28

PTI B NEW DELHI

Bharat Highways InvIT, an
infrastructure investment
trust, on Thursday said it will
launch its Rs 2,500 crore Initial
Public Offering (IPO) on
February 28.

The InvIT’s maiden public
issue will conclude on March
1 and the price band has been
set at Rs 98-100 per unit for the
issue, Bharat Highways InvIT
said in a statement.

Proceeds from the issue will be
utilised to provide loans to the
Project SPV's (special purpose
vehicles) for repayment of
their outstanding loans.
Bharat Highways InvIT is an

infrastructure investment trust
established to acquire, manage,
and invest in a portfolio of
infrastructure assets in India
and to carry on the activities of
an infrastructure investment
trust under Sebi’s InvIT rule.

Its initial portfolio consists of
seven road assets, all operating
on HAM (Hybrid Annuity
Model) basis, in Punjab,

Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, and Uttar
Pradesh consisting of about
497.292 km of constructed
and operational roads.
Additionally, the InvIT has
entered into an agreement
with G R Infraprojects Ltd
(GRIL) after which GRIL
granted a right of first offer to
the InvIT to acquire certain of
its road assets.

About 75 per cent of the issue
size has been reserved for
Qualified Institutional Bidders
(QIBs) and 25 per cent for
Non-institutional Investors
(NIIs). Investors can bid for a
minimum of 150 units in one
lot and in multiples of 150
units thereof.

Sebi orders attachment of bank, demat accounts of DHFL former promoters

PTI B NEW DELHI

Markets regulator Sebi has
ordered the attachment
of bank accounts as well as
shares and mutual fund hold-
ings of Dheeraj Wadhawan
and Kapil Wadhawan, the for-
mer promoters of Dewan
Housing Finance Corp Ltd
(DHFL), to recover dues
totalling over Rs 22 lakh.

This came after the brothers
failed to pay the fine imposed
on them by the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
in July last year in a case con-
cerning the flouting of disclo-
sure norms.

In two separate attachment
notices issued on Tuesday, the
markets watchdog has ordered
the attachment of bank, demat
accounts, and mutual fund

folios of the Wadhawans to
recover the pending dues.
The pending dues of Rs 10.6
lakh each from Wadhawans
comprise the initial penalty
amount, interest, and recovery
cost, it added.

In July 2023, the regulator
imposed a penalty of Rs 10
lakh each on Wadhawans, who
were promoters of DHFL (now
known as Piramal Finance), for

T

flouting disclosure norms.
Kapil Wadhawan was the
Chairman and MD of DHFL,
while Dheeraj Wadhawan was
a non-executive director of
the company. Both of them
were on the board of DHFL.
The order came after Sebi
conducted an investigation
into the transfer of shares held
by DHFL in DHFL Pramerica
Life Insurance (erstwhile DLF

Pramerica Life Insurance) to its
wholly owned subsidiary
DHFL Investments and other
related transactions.

The investigation period was
from February-March 2017.
Sebi observed that the broth-
ers were responsible for provid-
ing inadequate information in
the postal ballot notice by the
firm.

As per the attachment notices,

Sebi said there is sufficient rea-
son to believe that the default-
er may dispose of the amounts
in the bank accounts and secu-
rities in the demat accounts
and “realisation of the amount
due under the certificate
would, in consequence, be
delayed or obstructed”

Accordingly, the regulator
asked all banks, depositories,
and mutual funds not to allow

any debit from the account.
However, credits have been
permitted. In January, Sebi
sent demand notices to
Dheeraj and Kapil asking them
to pay Rs 10.6 lakh each in the
case. Also, the regulator
warned them of arrest and
attachment of assets as well as
bank accounts if they fail to
make the payment within 15
days.
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Muappe chasing milestones in French |ﬂﬂ!]l|ﬂ heiore Summer exit

AP W PARIS
lian Mbappé has 12
B matches left to play in the
rench league. Twelve

matches left to set new records in
a league he has dominated for
years.

The star striker is leaving Paris
Saint-Germain at the end of the
season when his contract expires.
He is widely expected to sign a
lucrative deal with Real Madrid,
the club he dreamt of playing for
when he was a kid.

Since his debut with Monaco at
age 16 in December 2015,
Mbappé has scored 185 league
goals, making him one of the top
10 marksmen in Ligue 1 history.

It's impossible for the 2018 World
Cup winner to catch Delio Onnis,
the league’s all-time leader with
299 during the 1970s-80s. But
Mbappé, who has 21 goals this
season, has a chance to reach 200.
At 25, Mbappe is already PSG’s
all-time best scorer, with 244 in
all competitions. He will set
another record if he finishes as
the league top scorer for a sixth
consecutive time. He currently
shares the record with Onnis,
Carlos Bianchi and Jean-Pierre
Papin.

PSG has dominated French
football since Qatari owners took
over in 2011, and is on track for a
record-extending 12th league
title. It hosts Rennes on Sunday
with a 13-point lead over second-
placed Brest.

MOUNIE SUSPENDED: Brest,
the surprise of the season, will be
without striker Steve Mounié for
the next two games.

Mounié was suspended for his
red card last week for elbowing a
defender during a 1-0 win against
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Marseille. He will miss facing
Strasbourg on Saturday then Le
Havre.

Since coming back from two
goals down to stun last season’s
runner-up Lens on the opening
day of the season, Brest has been
living a fairy tale and has dreams
of qualifying for the Champions
League for the first time. Brest
has a best league finish of eighth.
NURSING MORALE
WOUNDS: With Gennaro
Gattuso gone, Marseille takes on
Montpellier under new coach
Jean-Louis Gasset. Some might
say it’s good timing, since Gasset
is a former Montpellier player
and coach. He was born there
and knows the club inside out.
Stuck in ninth place, Marseille
needs to win to avoid getting
distanced in the race for
European spots. Gasset said his
first task was to give players their
confidence back to ensure the
team stops conceding from
individual errors.

“The mind is 80% of the
performance,  Gasset  said.
“They’re professionals, they need
to do a bit more. When you take
goals like that, it's not because of
the tactical systems. We have to
reassure the players. That’s how I
started to work with them?”

The 70-year-old Gasset was
appointed less than a month after
getting fired by Ivory Coast. He
faced questions about his age
during his inaugural news
conference in Marseille this week.
“Speaking of the greats,” Gasset
said, “do people ask the question
about (Arsene) Wenger, (Alex)
Ferguson, (Raymond) Goethals?
I'm not comparing myself to
them. But age is the age in your
head.

Gau beats Pliskova to
reach Dubai quarterfinals

Swiatek, Rybakina also advance

AP M DUBAI

Coco Gauff rallied from a
slow start and a second-set
argument with the chair
umpire to beat Karolina
Pliskova 2-6, 6-4, 6-3 and reach
the quarterfinals of the Dubai
Championships.

The third-seeded Gauff ended
Pliskova’s 11-match winning
streak.

The 19-year-old American
built a 4-2 lead in the second
set before a lengthy back-and-
forth with chair umpire Pierre
Bacchi. Gauff complained to
Bacchi that he called her serve
at deuce out only after Pliskova
returned it into the net.

Gauff had to repeat her first
serve and went on to hold for a
5-2 lead.

The U.S. Open champion said
the argument “fueled” her.

“Is OK. Its just one point.
That happens in tennis. Players
make mistakes. Everybody
makes mistakes,” Gauff said in

her on-court interview. “It kind
of went upward from there for
me’

Gauff will next face Anna
Kalinskaya after the Russian
beat ninth-seeded Jelena
Ostapenko 6-4, 7-5.
Top-ranked Iga  Swiatek
advanced to the last eight by
beating two-time Dubai
champion Elina Svitolina 6-1,
6-4.

Fourth-seeded Elena Rybakina
had a tougher time reaching
the quarterfinals. She outlasted
Magdalena Frech 7-6 (5), 3-6,
6-4.

Swiatek will next play sixth-
seeded Qinwen Zheng, who
eliminated Anastasia Potapova
6-3, 6-2. Rybakina has a
quarterfinal match against
Jasmine Paolini. The Italian
defeated eighth-seeded Maria
Sakkari 6-4, 6-2.

The other quarterfinal match is
seventh-seeded Marketa
Vondrousova against Sorana
Cirstea.

Abhay, Ramit
move up in
style in premier
ES‘TA events

PTI M NEW DELHI

RAng Indian squash player
bhay Singh stormed into
the

quarterfinals of the
Goodfellow Classic, a USD
9000 Challenger Tour event in
Toronto.

The top-seeded Abhay, a
former national champion and
ranked No 66. In the world,
beat Canadian wild card Elliott
Hunt 11-6, 11-3, 11-9 in the
second round on Wednesday,
following a bye in the first.
Elsewhere, Indias top-ranked
player Saurav Ghosal lost in
the opening round of the
World Tour Platinum Windy
City Open in Chicago, going
down to home favourite
Timothy Brownell 11-13, 2-11,
11-3, 14-12.

However, Ramit Tandon
carried forward the Indian
challenge witha 11-7, 8-11, 11-
1, 11-7 win over Hungarian
Farkas Balazs in the first
round.

Brazil's Fonseca becomes
1st player born in 2006 to

win ATP tour

AP M RIO DE JANEIRO

odo Fonseca became the first

player born in 2006 to win an
ATP tour-level match when the
17-year-old Brazilian beat sev-
enth-seeded Arthur Fils 6-0, 6-
4 at the Rio Open.
Fonseca defeated the No. 36-
ranked Frenchman in front of
raucous fans at the clay court
tournament in Rio de Janeiro.
He knelt on the court in tears to
celebrate.
“This is where I belong. I want
to be in these huge stadiums,’
said Fonseca, who won the U.S.
Open boys singles title last year.
“Now it is all about focusing on
the process.”
The Brazilian, currently ranked
No. 655, is expected to jump
about 200 positions after beat-
ing Fils. Fonseca said he is yet to
decide whether he will play
tennis for an American univer-
sity later this year.
“For now I am very focused in
the pro-tour,  want to get to the
top,” said Fonseca. “That is

match in Rio

going to be a personal decision
with my family, I won't make it
public now,”

His opponent in the round of 16
will be Christian Garin of Chile.
Fonseca’s victory brought some
new energy for local fans, who
saw three of the title favorites
crash out Tuesday.

Carlos Alcaraz abandoned his
match against Brazil's Thiago
Monteiro due to an ankle injury;
three-time major winner Stan
Wawrinka lost to Argentina’s
Facundo Diaz Acosta in straight
sets; and Chile’s Nicolas Jarry
was knocked out by Germany’s
Yannick Hanfmann in three
sets.

Fourth-seeded Francisco
Cerundolo of Argentina
advanced to the quarterfinals by
beating Spain’s Albert Ramos-
Vinolas 6-2, 6-1. Rain later
postponed to Thursday the
match between second-seeded
and defending champion
Cameron Norrie against Chile’s
Tomés Barrios Vera for a place
among the last eight.

Squad woes continue for Real Madrid

AP B MADRID

oach Carlo Ancelotti has to deal
with two more absences to an
already depleted squad when Spanish
league leader Real Madrid hosts Sevilla

this weekend.

Ancelotti won't be able to count on
Eduardo
Camavinga and defender Dani Carvajal

suspended  midfielder

on Sunday.

Carvajal was sent off last Sunday at the
end of the teams 1-1 draw at Rayo
Vallecano, while Camavinga received
his fifth yellow card to prompt an

automatic suspension.

Madrid has a six-p

second-placed Girona, which hosts
Rayo on Monday. Madrid is eight
points ahead of third-placed Barcelona
and 11 points ahead of fourth-placed

Atletico Madrid.

Five Madrid players remain out injured,

including Jude Belli

Riidiger because of
Nursing long-term

sprained ankle and defender Antonio

injuries are goalkeeper Thibaut
Courtois and central defenders David
Alaba and Eder Militio.

Ancelotti has been improvising using
midfielder Aurélien Tchouaméni as a

oint lead over

ngham with a

a thigh injury.
knee ligament

central defender in recent matches.
Lucas Vazquez is expected to replace

Carvajal on Sunday, and Luka Modric
will likely play in Camavinga’s place in
the midfield.

Madrid chose not to add any defenders
during the winter transfer window.
Ancelotti said the players he had were
enough to make up for the absence of
the injured players.

The good news for Ancelotti is left back
Ferland Mendy will be back from
suspension at Santiago Bernabeu
Stadium.

Sevilla, sitting in 15th place, drew at
Valencia 0-0 in the previous round after
two consecutive victories helped it
move away from the relegation zone.

Grateful and proud, says Anush
after claiming Olympic quota

PTI M NEW DELHI

He moved to Germany as a
17-year-old to chase his
Olympic dreams and
equestrian Anush Agarwalla is
filled with pride and gratitude
after becoming the first ever
Indian to fetch a dressage event
quota place in this year’s Paris
Games.

The 24-year-old from Kolkata,
who won an Asian Games
bronze last year, was three
years old when he started
riding and at 17, he decided
that equestrian would be his
calling in life.

He secured a Paris Olympic
quota in dressage based on his
good performance in four FEI
event -- Wroclaw, Poland
(73.485 per cent), Kronenberg,

Netherlands (74.4 per cent),
Frankfurt, Germany (72.9 per
cent), and Mechelen, Belgium
(74.2 per cent).

The quota belongs to country
and a final decision on who
will represent India will be
taken after trials.

“I feel very grateful and proud
of this achievement. Being the
first Indian ever to secure an

individual quota in dressage at
the Olympic Games is very
special,” Agarwalla told PTI
Video.

The celebrated Fouaad Mirza
had represented India at the
2020 Tokyo Games and before
him, Imtiaaz Anees (Sydney
2000), Indrajit Lamba (Atlanta
1996), Jitendrajit Singh Ahlu-
walia, Hussain Singh, Moham-
med Khan and Darya Singh
(all Moscow 1980) competed at
the Summer Games.

However, they all participated
in eventing and Agarwalla will
compete in dressage, in which
the horse and rider perform a
series of movements in a
bordered arena. The horse is
required to remain within the
enclosed area while
performing.

AP M LONDON

First it was Jurgen Klopp
making the bombshell
announcement he is leaving
Liverpool. Then it was an
exhausted Xavi Hernandez
declaring his intention to quit
his beloved Barcelona. This
week, Bayern Munich and
Thomas Tuchel made it known
they’ll be parting ways.

That’s three of Europes iconic
soccer clubs needing a new
coach at the end of the season.
And that’s three high-profile
soccer strategists soon to be
joining the ever-growing list of
acclaimed, title-winning
managers out of work.

Forget the upcoming summer
transfer window, when Kylian
Mbappe will likely be making
his move to Real Madrid and
Manchester United might be
initiating a squad overhaul
under its new  soccer
leadership.

The biggest offseason intrigue
might just center around the
movements of a bunch of
unemployed super-coaches in
an unusually turbulent period
at the top end of the European
game.

Indeed, it’s not just Klopp, Xavi
and Tuchel who'll be without a
job. The past month also saw
Jose Mourinho fired by Roma,
which hired an interim coach

High profile coaching departures leave three

iconic ¢

in Daniele De Rossi on a six-
month deal and is expected to
appoint a more experienced
leader in the summer.
Zinedine Zidane is waiting for
the right job to tempt him back
into the game, nearly three
years after the end of his
second spell at Madrid.
Antonio Conte, a league title
winner in England and his
native Italy, is plotting a
comeback in the summer after
more than a year away from
the dugout. Former Bayern
coach Hansi Flick has been out
of work since getting fired by
Germany in September. Julian
Nagelsmann, Flick’s
replacement on the national
team, only has a deal through
this year’s European
Championship so will also be
on the market.

Just imagine the chaos if Pep
Guardiola announces he is
done after eight years at
Manchester City. Who knows,
if City successfully defends the
Champions League and wins
an unprecedented fourth
straight ~ English ~ Premier
League, Guardiola might think

he has little more to achieve.
Meanwhile, spicing things up
even further is the growing
status and reputation of Xabi
Alonso, widely regarded as the
next big thing in soccer
coaching.

Alonso’s Bayer Leverkusen
team has been a revelation this
season and appears ready to
wrest the German title from
Bayern, which has won the
Bundesliga for 11 straight

years. Thats made him a
wanted man, with Liverpool,
Barca and Bayern all

reportedly interested in his
services. One thing’s for sure -
it's highly unlikely Leverkusen
will be able to keep hold of
him.

It appears to be just
happenstance that three of
Europe’s leading teams find
themselves in the same
predicament  with  their
coaches, with three months
still to play this season.

The pressures of the job have
taken their tolls on both Klopp
and Xavi, but in different ways.
Klopp said he was worn out

UbS scrambling for replacements

after such a long time (nine
years) in the role - he
compared himself to a sports
car whose tank needle has
gone down - while Xavi, who
has been in charge at Barca for
only a little over two years,
cited mental fatigue and an
“unpleasant” atmosphere at a
club that has been weighed
down by financial turmoil.
Tuchel is less than a year into
his time at Bayern and his
departure seems to be mostly
down to bad results, which
have raised the prospect of the
club’s first season without a
trophy in 12 years.

Klopp, the oldest of the trio at
age 56, is the only one leaving
fully on his own terms and says
he wont return to soccer
management for at least a year.
That would be the same length
of sabbatical taken by
Guardiola  after  leaving
Barcelona in 2012.
“Sometimes you feel you need
to breathe,” Guardiola said.
“You need to take a break, take
a step back”

The City manager knows
exactly what Xavi is going

through. “We cannot compare
the pressure in England to
Spain, in my experience. Its a
thousand times higher and
tougher there than here) he
said.

“Here, for the managers, its a
real place to be, of course. A lot
of games, six press conferences
a week, every three days you
have a game, it’s a lot. But the
pressure you feel in Barcelona
is not comparable to another
club”

Given the financial situation at
the Camp Nou and Bayern’s
struggles this season, Liverpool
might be the most alluring
destination. Klopp is
bequeathing a deep and richly
talented squad, with a number
of youngsters starting to
blossom. He could yet leave
Liverpool as the Premier
League champion, which
would be some way to go out.
As it stands, Xavi and Tuchel
are unlikely to be departing
with such a flourish and they’ll
be eager to make amends at
new clubs to repair their
slightly damaged reputations -
unless, of course, one of them
wins the Champions League.
Where they wind up is
anyone’s guess, with the
competition for the biggest
coaching jobs in European
soccer having rarely been so
fierce.

Porto beats Arsenal { 0
with stoppage time goal

AP M PORTO

Wenderson Galeno came
through for Porto with
the final whistle about to blow.
Now, Arsenal needs to rally to
return to the Champions
League quarterfinals for the
first time since 2010.

Galeno scored deep into
stoppage time to give Porto a
1-0 win in the first leg of the
round of 16 on Wednesday.
The English team will need a
victory in the return leg in
London on March 12 to make
it back to the last eight of
Europes elite club competition.
Galeno broke the deadlock
with a right-footed shot into
the far corner four minutes
into added time. His strike
from outside the area came in
what was supposed to be the
final minute of stoppage time
at the Estadio do Dragao.

“I think the credit for that goal
goes to the whole team, for
what they did in the 90
minutes,” Galeno said. “We
played well, we defended well,
we left all our energy on the
pitch. We will try to replicate in
London what we achieved
here. We will try to stay solid
and give our best, as we always
do” The Brazilian forward,
who had hit the post in the first
half, was named the man of the
match.

“When its 0-0, you look up at
the clock and its 93 minutes
gone, if you aren’t going to win
the game then dont lose it
Arsenal midfielder Declan
Rice said. “Maybe have the bit
of savviness about us to stay in
and get a draw in a tough

stadium against a tough
opponent. They caught us on
the counter and he’s stuck one
in the top corner which is
really disappointing”

Porto was mostly in control
and kept Arsenal from having
any attempts on target. The
English side was coming off
five consecutive wins in which
it scored 21 goals in total.

“A lot to play for in the second
leg” Rice said. “We're really
positive as a group, we've had
such a good start to 2024 that
we're not going to let this get us
down.

“We have to change our
approach in the home leg and
give it absolutely everything,
he added. “Even though were a
goal down, its a nice goal to
aim for when we can change it
around in the home leg”

Porto was eliminated in the
round of 16 last season. The
Portuguese team is trying to
reach the quarterfinals for the
first time since 2021.

“It was a good game, a
Champions League game,
Porto coach Sérgio Conceigao
said. “Our opponents had
more of the ball, but Porto
were always more dangerous.”

Arsenal, making its first
Champions League
appearance since 2016-17,

failed to get past the round of
16 in seven consecutive tries
from 2011-17. It has lost its last
seven first-leg matches in the
last 16.

Arsenal beat Porto at this stage
when it last advanced in 2010.
Porto was without Iranian
striker Mehdi Taremi because
of a right thigh injury.
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INDIA EYE 17TH SERIES WIN ON TROT AT HOME

ENGLAND AIM FOR REDEMPTION IN 4TH TEST
L —_—

PTI M RANCHI

ace spearhead Jasprit
PBumrah’s absence is a

concern but an assertive
and adaptive India will have
the edge against England’s
seemingly depth-less ‘Bazball
approach when the two sides
clash in the potentially series-
deciding fourth Test beginning
here on Friday.
From the dry heat of Rajkot to
the much cooler confines of
Ranchi, the temperature shift
would be the only soothing
factor for the Englishmen who
have let it slip against the
resilient hosts and are trailing
1-2.
Eyeing a 17th series win on the
trot at home, India have been
near invincible since the shock
defeat to Alastair Cook’s
England in 2012. After that,
India have won a staggering 38
out of 47 Tests, and have lost
just thrice (two each versus
Australia and England) when
challenges on home turf.
Captaining a depleted batting
line-up in the absence of Virat
Kohli, KL Rahul and an out-of-
form Shreyas Iyer, Rohit
Sharma has found answers
from the young guns, whose
performance has been the
biggest takeaway from the
series so far.

Whether it is Yashasvi Jaiswal,
who has maintained an
impressive average of 109 with
a total of 545 runs, or Sarfaraz
Khan, who ended his
prolonged wait for a Test debut
with a blazing 66-ball 62 in
Rajkot, or Shubman Gill,
gradually settling in at No.3,
Indias next generation of
batters are showcasing how a
seamless transition happens.
As for replacing Bumrah, who
has been the top wicket-taker
(17) of the series which was
expected to be dominated by
spinners, it could well be
India’s Achilles” heel in Ranchi.
Bumrah has been rested after
bowling a little more than 80
overs in the three gone-by
Tests.

His reverse-swing mastery on
day two of the Vizag Test
during a six-wicket burst, was
the biggest contributing factor
in the 106-run win that
levelled the series 1-1.

On a docile Rajkot wicket too,
Bumrah made in-roads giving
India crucial breakthroughs.
Keeping in mind the seaming
conditions in Dharamsala for
the fifth Test and the hectic IPL
season ahead, Bumrah has
been given a break, making
Mohammed Siraj the sole
experienced pacer in the line-
up. It will be a toss-up between

Bengal duo of Mukesh Kumar
and an uncapped Akash Deep
for the second pacer’s slot in
Ranchi.

Fresh from his career-best 10-
wicket haul in Ranji Trophy,
Mukesh is not only more
experienced but also partnered
Bumrah in the Vizag Test. He,
however, bowled just 12 overs
taking one wicket across both

innings. It remains to be seen
whether the Indian think-tank
will take the gamble of giving
another debut cap or persist
with Mukesh, who has been
average at best.

History suggests that the JSCA
Stadium pitch will suit a plan
featuring two seamers and
three spinners.

But England’s assessment of

the conditions has been that
four spinners and one seamer
attack would be ideal.

“It’s an interesting pitch...There
are a few cracks, very platey
and looked a bit crusty, the top
layer, One half is good, and the
other has alot of platey cracks,
England vice-captain Ollie
Pope had said after the team
checked in here on Thursday.

That may bring Shoaib Bashir
into the picture to go alongside
Tom Hartley, Rehan Ahmed
and part-timer Joe Root. Root
has more overs (107) under his
belt than runs (77) in this
series.

India, on the other hand, have
preferred the conventional
two-pacer-three-spinner
combination and it’s unlikely
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that Axar Patel would be
recalled. The team is expected
to stick to Ravichandran
Ashwin, Kuldeep Yadav and
Ravindra Jadeja.

Historically, the Ranchi pitch
has proven deceptive for the
visiting teams.

In the last Test here in 2019,
South Africa were blown away
by the duo of Mohammed
Shami and Umesh Yadav, who
shared 10 wickets between
them, as against the eight by
the spin trio of Ashwin, Jadeja
and Shahbaz Nadeem.

“It has never been a rank-
turner. The pitch would be
beautiful for batting for first
two days and would assist spin
from day three. History should
repeat itself” the local
groundsman told PTL

For the ‘Bazball' inspired
England, the win in Hyderabad
has become a distant memory
and a repeat of 2021 looks
likely when India bounced
back to win the four-Test series
3-1.

The record 434-run thrashing
in Rajkot has triggered
criticism of England’s so-called
aggressive ‘Bazball' approach.
It seems to have found a match
in India after tasting success
against New Zealand, South
Africa and Pakistan and
Australia to an extent.

The go-for-strokes style might
have helped the likes of Zak
Crawley and Ben Duckett, who
swung his bat around for a
stunning 153 in Rajkot, but it
has also doomed the likes of
Joe Root and Jonny Bairstow.
Root was seen as their main
batter to cope with the spin
challenge but the way he
reverse scooped to Bumrah at
Rajkot summed wup the
disarray he is in.
The desperation to find a way
out can be judged from skipper
Ben Stokes expediting his
rehab from a knee injury by
opting to bowl at the nets
ahead of the fourth Test.
SQUADS:
INDIA: Rohit Sharma (C),
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shubman
Gill, Rajat Patidar, Sarfaraz
Khan, Dhruv Jurel (WK), KS
Bharat (WK), Devdutt
Padikkal, R Ashwin, Ravindra
Jadeja, Axar Patel, Washington
Sundar, Kuldeep Yadav, Mohd.
Siraj, Mukesh Kumar, Akash

Deep.

ENGLAND: Ben Stokes (C),
Rehan Ahmed, James
Anderson, Gus Atkinson,

Jonny Bairstow, Shoaib Bashir,
Harry Brook, Zak Crawley,
Ben Duckett, Ben Foakes, Tom
Hartley, Jack Leach, Ollie Pope,
Ollie Robinson, Joe Root,
Mark Wood.
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Rathour praises
Indian young guns

PTI M RANCHI

The astonishing, inspiring
and quick success of
youngsters like  Yashaswi
Jaiswal and Sarfaraz Khan at
the highest level is a good
advertisement for the country’s
robust domestic circuit which
has made them “cricket smart”
who can handle Test match
pressure, reckons India’s
batting coach Vikram Rathour.
Jaiswal is just six-Test old but
the 22-year-old Mumbaikar
already has two double
hundreds under his belt. His
expressive and fearless batting
against a strong England side
has earned him praise from the
pundits of the game and fans
alike.

His Ranji teammate Sarfaraz
too has made a confident start
to his Test career, scoring pacy
half-centuries in both his
innings in Rajkot on debut.
Sarfaraz  had scored a
monumental 439-run knock as
a 12-year-old in a 2009 Harris
Shield match, hinting at a
bright future.

“It is good for the team but it’s
better for them. Once you get
to this level and start playing
Test cricket, everything said
and done, there are nerves,
there is some pressure, but if

you get a good start, nothing
better than that,” Rathour said
on the eve of the fourth Test
against England.

“And the young players who
have come in the team have got
a good start and it feels good.
They have cricket intelligence
in them, which is again a great
sign. Its a great message,
coming from Indian domestic
cricket, that the new players are
cricket smart”

Their performances have come
at a time when Virat Kohli is
not part of the gruelling five-
match home series, KL Rahul
could play only one game and
Shreyas Iyer has been dropped
for lack of form.

“It is tough to miss key players,
its better for the team if
everyone is available but a
series like this is a good
opportunity for the young
players, who have played on
these wickets to establish
themselves.

“There is always belief that our
domestic cricket is so strong,
you are pretty assured that
whoever comes has come
through after doing good. We
don't know what is going to
happen when KL Rahul, Virat
Kohli come back in.
That is not a concern at the
moment.”

Shami ruled out of [PL,
to undergo ankle surgery

PTI B NEW DELHI

enior pacer Mohammed

Shami has been ruled out of
next month’s Indian Premier
League owing to a left ankle
injury, for which he will
undergo a surgery in the UK, a
BCCI source told PTI on
Thursday.
The 33-year-old, who is not
part of the ongoing Test series
against England, last played for
India in the ODI World Cup
final against Australia in
November.
“Shami was in London in last
week of January to take special
ankle injections and he was
told that after three weeks, he
can start light running and
take it from thereon.
“But the injection hasn’t
worked and now the only
option left is surgery. He will
shortly leave for UK for
surgery. IPL seems out of
question,” a senior BCCI
source said on the condition of
anonymity.
Shami, who was one of the
architects of India’s stupendous
World Cup campaign with 24
wickets, played through pain as

he had problems with his
landing but didn't let it affect
his performance.

Shami, who was recently
conferred with the Arjuna
Award, has 229 Test, 195 ODI
and 24 T20 wickets in his
decade-long career.

| think it's maybe, maybe not: Stokes on availability as bowler

PTI ® RANCHI

Bowling full tilt at nets raised hopes
of Ben Stokes rolling his arms over
in the fourth Test against India but the
England captain on Thursday
preferred to keep the suspense over
his availability as a bowler here.

Due to issues with his knee, Stokes
has been playing only as a batter since
the second Ashes Test last June.
However, he was seen bowling
extensively at the nets on the eve of
the fourth Test.

Asked about the possibility of him
bowling in the match, Stokes said,
“Nah, I think it's maybe, maybe not”
Stokes said going in with two pacers is
the best option for England, forcing
them to include the tall Ollie
Robinson in the playing XI, even
though the Ranchi track is likely to

assist the spinners.

“Bringing Robbo (Robinson) in gives
us good options, especially looking at
this wicket,” Stokes said at the pre-
match media interaction.

“I feel like the spin will be assisted, but
I also feel having two seamers gives us
a good chance purely because of Ollie
Robinson’s release height and his
relentlessness with his areas”

The 30-year-old Robinson, who last
played in the Ashes, has come at the
expense of Mark Wood, while Shoaib
Bashir replaced leg-spinner Rehan
Ahmed. “You look at the player Mark
is, especially with the ball, you want
someone like that operating at 100 per
cent.

“His number one skill is how fast he
bowls and the effort he put in last
week was monumental. You want to
be able to keep players like that on the

field operating at that level. “We do
like to look at the pitch two days out
and one day out, because thats how
we like to pick our XIs. You want to
give yourself some idea or some
indication about what XI you think is
going to give you the best chance.
“Looking at that, I think there is going
to be assistance for spin, but I think
also it looks like someone like Bash
(Bashir), who releases the ball from
such a high release point, the extra
bounce that he gets, we feel, is going
to bring us more into the game”
‘DON’T PREJUDGE THE PITCH
TOO MUCH?: Stokes added spice to
the talks on Ranchi pitch, saying he
has not seen anything remotely like
the 22-yard strip here in the past. But
he also stated that it’s not fair to have
“preconceived ideas” about the pitch.
“We get asked about the pitch and we

give our opinion, but that doesnt
mean we are going in with too many
preconceived ideas. The pitch could
be as flat as a pancake, who knows.
“If it is, we will adapt to that. If it does
more than we think it will, we will
adapt to that as well. We won't let
those conversations seep into what we
do”

England have retained old warhorse
James Anderson who is seven shy of
reaching the landmark 700 wickets
and become the first pacer to achieve
the feat.

The 41-year-old has bowled 73 overs
in two matches in the series and taken
six wickets.

“If youre a young fast bowler, Jimmy
Anderson is the one person who you
want as your role model. Not only the
amount of wickets he’s got but the fact
that he can keep going at his age.

Holders CSK to take
on RCB in IPL.

opener on March 22

PTI M NEW DELHI

Defendmg champions
Chennai Super Kings will
take on Royal Challengers
Bangalore in the 2024 IPL
season-opener in Chennai on
March 22, the BCCI
announced Thursday while
unveiling the schedule for the
first 17 days of the popular
T20 league.

The roster for the remaining
matches will be announced
once the dates for the
upcoming general elections
are announced early next
month.

During the period from
March 22 to April 7, a total of
21 matches will be played
across 10 cities, with each
team playing a minimum of
three matches and a
maximum of five.

As in the past, the BCCI will
work closely with government

and  security  agencies,
following all  necessary
protocols and advisories

related to the upcoming Lok
Sabha Elections in India, the
apex cricket body said in a
statement.

“Once the dates for the 18th
Lok Sabha elections are
announced, the Board will
review and address any issues
pertaining to the schedule of
the first two weeks.
“Subsequently, the BCCI will
work in tandem with local
authorities to finalise the
schedule for the remainder of
the season, taking into
account the polling dates,” the
BCCI said.

The general elections are
expected to be held in April-
May.

Only in 2009, the IPL, in its

entirety, was held overseas
(South Africa) while the 2014
edition was partially held in
the UAE due to the general
elections.

However, in 2019, the
tournament was held in India
despite the elections.

The first weekend will feature
two double headers,
beginning with the Punjab

Kings hosting the Delhi
Capitals on March 23,
followed by the Kolkata

Knight Riders hosting the
Sunrisers Hyderabad in the
day’s second game.

On March 24, the action will
shift to Jaipur, where the
home team Rajasthan Royals
will face the Lucknow Super
Giants. Sunday evening will
witness the home team
Gujarat Titans, the 2022
champions and finalists of the
last season going head-to-
head with five-time winners
Mumbai Indians.

Having chosen to play their
first two home matches in
Visakhapatnam, the Delhi
Capitals will host the Chennai
Super Kings on March 31 in
the port city and will then
face the Kolkata Knight
Riders at the same venue on
April 3.

As per the format, 10 teams
are divided into two groups of
five.

In the group stage, each team
plays 14 games facing the
other four sides in their group
two times each (home and
away basis, four teams in the
other group once, and the
remaining team two times.
Hardik Pandya will be leading
Mumbai Indians for the first
time, having replaced Team

Indias all-format skipper
Rohit Sharma.
New  Zealands  young

sensation Rachin Ravindra
will be participating in his
maiden IPL following his
grand success in the ODI
World Cup last year.

CSK talisman Mahendra
Singh Dhoni, who has led his
team to five IPL titles, has not
played any competitive
cricket since their triumphant
campaign last year.

Biotechnology Industry
Research Assistance Council

(A Government of India Enterprise)

INVITES PROPOSALS

for establishing

ARt Bio-Enabler : Biomanufacturing Hubs
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Ignite Innovate Incabate

Enabling Access to Infrastructure and Resources [Bio-foundries]
for Bio-manufacturing

Focussing on

proteins

enzymes

agriculture

research

e Functional foods and smart
e Bio-based chemicals and

e Precision biotherapeutics

¢ Climate change and resilient

¢ Carbon capture and utilization

o Futuristic marine and space

under following categories
Using existing facilities

Augmenting existing facilities
Setting up new facilities

Proposals can be submitted by

Companies /LLPs/ Academic Research Institutes/ Recognized Incubators

For online application and

scheme details, please log on to
BIRAC website (www.birac.nic.in)

Last date for submission of proposals

25" March, 2024
(till 5:30 pm)

For queries, please contact:

Dr. Prachi Kaushik, Senior Manager, BIRAC Email: pkaushik.birac@nic.in




