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Rivals AAP and BJP  held
parallel protests against

each other, a few hundred
metres away from each other
on the Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya (DDU) Marg,
turning Central Delhi into a
fortress with layers of barri-
cades on roads and a large
deployment of police person-
nel.  
AAP workers were seen tear-
ing off posters put up by BJP
against Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal while the BJP work-
ers clashed with the police on
Friday morning and broke
down barricades to enter their
headquarters. The party has
been protesting over “corrup-
tion in the Arvind Kejriwal-led
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)”.
On the other side of the
Capital, the Delhi Chief
Minister was at the AAP head-
quarters, leading a stir over the
recently declared Chandigarh
mayoral election results, which
the BJP had won.
A total 200 workers from both
BJP and AAP were detained by
the Delhi Police over the
protests. The workers and
leaders of both parties could
not reach their planned protest
sites covering a distance of
hardly 800 metres owing to a
wall of barricades and police
personnel on the Pandit Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya (DDU)
Marg.
The AAP had planned its
demonstration against “cheat-
ing” in the mayoral elections
in front of the BJP headquar-
ters, and the BJP its protest
over “corruption” in the

Arvind Kejriwal government
in front of the AAP office.But
workers and leaders of both
parties could not reach their
planned protest sites covering
a distance of hardly 800 metres
owing to a wall of barricades
and police personnel on the
Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
(DDU) Marg.  
The AAP march began soon
after Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and Punjab
chief minister Bhagwant Mann
left the protest site announc-
ing peaceful protest to their
party workers. 
They asked them to stop
where the Delhi police stops
them. 
On the other hand, hundreds
of BJP workers and leaders
held a protest at the AAP
office at Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Marg, raised slogans against
Delhi Chief Minister Kejriwal
and demanded his resignation.

Just not in central Delhi, police
said “elaborate arrangements”
had also been made on the
national capital’s borders with
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh to
maintain law and order.
“Over 200 workers of AAP and
BJP were detained on Friday
afternoon while they were
marching towards each other’s
off ices at Deen Dayal
Upadhayay Marg here. At
least, 27 workers of the AAP
entering Delhi from the
Singhu border (with Haryana)
were detained by the Delhi
Police. The protestors were
taken to the Narela Industrial
Area police station. The
detained persons were released
a few hours after verification,”
a senior officer said.
“We had already made elab-

orate arrangements with
multi-layered barricades to
stop the workers to reach to
the party offices. About 150

workers from AAP and 60
from BJP have been detained
and taken to separate police
stations in buses,” an official
said said.
An official said over 1,000 per-
sonnel were deployed around
ITO and DDU Marg.  Two
companies of paramilitary
comprising women staff and
personnel from Delhi Police’s
armed unit were deployed at
the DDU Marg with anti-riot
gears and baton to control over
the protestors, the official said.
The AAP alleged that Delhi
assembly Speaker Ram Niwas
Goel, deputy mayor Aaley
Mohd Iqbal and some of its
leaders, including MLAs and
councillors, have been placed
under house arrest ahead of its
protest.  The BJP’s protest was
led by its Delhi unit head
Virendra Sachdeva.
“Delhi Assembly Speaker Ram
Niwas Goel and Deputy

Mayor Aaley Mohammad
Iqbal have been placed under
house arrest. MLAs of Rajouri
Garden, Bijwasan, Chhatarpur
and Krishna Nagar, and coun-
cillors of Laxmi Nagar, Badli,
Tri Nagar, Moti Nagar and
Timarpur have also been
placed under house arrest,”
Delhi Minister and AAP
leader Gopal Rai told a press
conference. He added that
“police should issue a clarifi-
cation on this”. 
“The job of police is to main-
tain law and order and not to
spread anarchy. The way the
police are arresting people
and stopping them. It seems as
if they are instigating people to
spread anarchy,” he alleged
and added that this is an
“unprecedented situation”.
“The BJP and Narendra Modi’s
government are conveying
that if you are with them, it’s
good, but even a slight oppo-

sition will lead to crushing
through the help of police, ED,
CBI, and other government
agencies,” the AAP leaders
said.
In a post on X, earlier in the
day, Kejriwal had said that,
“First votes were stolen in the
Chandigarh mayoral elections.
Now, people coming to protest
peacefully against this are
being stopped at various places
across Delhi.”
Describing the scene around
the AAP office, Rai said it has
been turned into a “fortress”
by police. “It seems that it is a
protest by police. At various
places, our party workers have
been detained. We want to
stage a peaceful protest. Events
and protests have been organ-
ised earlier also by the AAP
but never has such a large
deployment been made by
police,” he said. 
AAP leader Durgesh Pathak
claimed that Delhi Mayor
Shelly Oberoi was placed
under house arrest and it
seemed like the BJP has turned
Delhi into a “jail”.
In a post on X earlier, Delhi
Minister and AAP leader
Atishi said, “Heavy barricad-
ing all across Delhi. Buses
full of AAP volunteers being
detained. Hundreds of para-
military forces outside the
AAP office.” 
“Why is the BJP so scared of
a protest on the Chandigarh
mayoral elections?” she asked.
BJP leaders and workers, who
gathered in large numbers in
front of their party’s office
waving flags and with placards
and posters criticising the
Kejriwal, attacked his govern-
ment, alleging it is corrupt. 
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Protests by the BJP and the
AAP a few hundred metres

apart on the DDU Marg  here
left commuters stranded in
long traffic jams in Central
Delhi as police barricaded
roads and diverted vehicles.
Bumper-to-bumper traffic
was also witnessed on the
National Highway-24 and
National Highway-9 near
Akshardham. There were long
jams near India Gate,
Bahadurshah Zafar Marg,
Minto Road near Connaught
Place, NH-24, Kashmeri Gate
ISBT, road connecting Anand
Vihar to Shahdara border,
Marginal Pusta Bund
road,Mathura road. The com-
muters also posted on X on
the heavy traffic at Sarai Kale
Khan, on Vikas Marg near
Preet Vihar and at Dayanand
Vihar. The traffic was also
affected near Town Hall
Chadni Chowk.
Commuters in Central, East
and north Delhi faced major
disruptions as traffic move-
ment was restricted on Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya Marg due to
ongoing demonstrations by
AAP and BJP workers.  While

the AAP staged a protest out-
side the BJP headquarters over
alleged cheating in the
Chandigarh mayoral polls, the
BJP protested near the AAP’s
head office against “corruption”
in the Kejriwal government.
The police official said arrange-
ments have been made in such
a way that the workers of both
the parties cannot come face-
to-face. The headquarters of
both the parties are on the
Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
(DDU) Marg and the distance
between them is less than 800
metres.
“As the DDU Marg has been

barricaded between ITO
Chowk intersection and Minto
Road crossing, traffic is being
diverted on alternate routes for
commuters travelling to and
from New Delhi railway sta-
tion from Ajmeri Gate side.
Those coming from eastern
parts of Delhi, Ghaziabad,
and Noida or Sarai Kale Khan
side are being asked to reach
the railway station either via
Delhi Gate or from Connaught
Place circle,” said a police offi-
cer. The officer added traffic
personnel have been devel-
oped in sufficient numbers to
assist commuters.

There was bumper-to-bumper
traffic on Vikas Marg con-
necting central Delhi with
east Delhi via Laxmi Nagar,
the Ring Road from Sarai
Kale Khan and Delhi-Meerut
Expressway, the Delhi-Noida
Direct flyway, Pragati Maidan
tunnel, Purana Quila Road,
Mathura Road towards ITO
Chowk from Delhi Zoo, Netaji
Subhash Marg from
Daryaganj towards the ITO
Chowk, and Jawahar Lal
Nehru Marg from the Ring
Road towards Ajmeri Gate.
With barricades put up on
several areas in Central Delhi,
other roads too saw bumper-
to-bumper traf f ic.
“Diversions have been made
for smooth flow of traffic. We
are witnessing traffic on GT
Karnal road and some parts of
central Delhi. Staff have been
deputed to manage the traffic
jams,” a senior official of the
Delhi traffic police said.
No traffic advisory regarding
the traffic diversions or clo-
sure of the DDU Marg was
issued until Friday afternoon.
The social media handles of
the traf f ic police were
responding to the complaints
regarding traffic disruptions.
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The Delhi Public School in
RK Puram on Friday

received a bomb threat via
email following which the
premises were immediately
vacated and a search operation
launched, police said.  Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(southwest) Rohit Meena said
nothing suspicious was found
during the search.
“With the help of school man-
agement, the fire brigade
team, quick response teams
and the police evacuated the
school and launched a search
operation. A prima facie
investigation suggested that it
seemed to be a hoax bomb
threat. We have asked our
cyber unit and other teams to
track the IP address of the
email,” he said.
“The school and hostel have
been thoroughly searched by
the bomb detection team
(BDT) and dog squad but
nothing was found suspicious
by the teams. Further investi-
gation into the matter is
underway. No FIR has been
registered so far,” Meena said.

Police said that the school
received an email about two
bombs on the premises
around 9 am after which the
administration immediately
informed the police about the
matter.
“More than 500 people,
including students, vacated
the building. We also asked the
management to stay calm and
arrange buses to send students
and teachers back to their
homes safely,” Meena said,
adding that the management
announced an off for the day.
No immediate reaction was
received from the school.  
In September last year, the Lal
Bahadur Shastri School in RK
Puram received an email
about a bomb on the premis-
es that later turned out to be
a hoax.
In May, the Delhi Public
School in Mathura Road
received a similar hoax email
about a bomb.  
The Indian School in Sadiq
Nagar received two bomb
threats, the last on April 12,
2023, via email. The first one
was over phone in November
2022. Both turned out to be
hoaxes.
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Delhi Lieutenant  Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena has

accorded permission to the
Anti-Corruption Branch for
registration of a case against an
executive engineer of the city
government’s PWD for alleged-
ly misusing his official position,
Raj Niwas officials said on
Friday.
The LG has accorded approval
under Section 17A of the
Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988 (as amended in 2018) for
registration of case against the
executive engineer for alleged-
ly causing undue loss to the
government exchequer in the
work of strengthening of road
at the Guru Harkishan Marg
from Britannia Chowk of the
Outer Ring Road at West
Enclave.
The LG had earlier granted
permission to register case
against four other officers of the
Public Works Department
(PWD) in the same matter.
The LG had earlier granted
permission to register case
against four other officers of the
PWD in the same matter.
A complaint filed on
19.05.2017 alleged that the
payments were made to the
contractor Mohd Iqbal, owner
of M/s MHA Construction Pvt
Ltd without proper verification
of work at the site, as no work

was undertaken, rather it has
been just a paper exercise.
It was also alleged that the work
of strengthening of Road No 43
Guru Har Kishan Marg was
awarded for Rs 11,59,66,020/-
which was 24.31 per cent below
the estimated cost of Rs
15,32,11,811/- to the contrac-
tor and was to be executed
between 20.12.2013 and
09.07.2014.  However, the work
was never carried out and was
fraudulently shown to be com-
pleted on 10.04.2015.
In the same matter, the ACB
had after conducting the pre-
liminary enquiry, registered a
complaint against other PWD
officers - Ajay Kumar, Amar
Singh (both Assistant
Engineers), Sunit Singh and
Narender Kumar (Both Junior
Engineers) - against whom the
LG had earlier accorded per-
mission for registration of case
u/s 17A of the Prevention of
Corruption Act.
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The Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) plans to

introduce various short-term
online learning courses for stu-
dents across the country as it
aims to foray into the e-learn-
ing segment this year. The var-
sity is working on modalities to
develop infrastructure to sup-
port e-learning on campus
catering to students belonging
to underprivileged sections and
residing in rural areas, they
added.”JNU has received a
HEFA loan of Rs 455 crore and
is in the process of creating
infrastructure to support facul-
ty members to develop these
courses,” B S Balaji, chairperson,
Special Center for E-learning,
JNU said
The university plans to set up a
video recording room with
camera, light, and sound proof
facilities where teachers can
hold or record these classes, he
added.  This year, JNU plans to
introduce a four-credit and 15-
week long massive open online
course (MOOC) on Climate
and Environment Protection
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Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Friday begun a two-day dharna that was like-

ly to be stretched further if the State’s demand
for release of locked up funds towards the pay-
ment of 100-days work and other projects were
not met soon.
Attacking the Centre for influencing the
Comptroller and Auditor General report on the
issue Banerjee said, “they are not sending us the
funds citing the CAG reports and alleging that
we had not sent them the utilization certificates
but it is completely untrue as we have sent all
the utilisation certificates of funds that had been
sent to us earlier.”
Saying that she had written a “strong letter” to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Banerjee said
“during the present regime “most of the agen-
cies and high constitutional offices have been
made subservient to the BJP.”
In the letter to the Prime Minister the Chief
Minister wrote, “In the State finance audit report
it has been reported that there has been a delay
in submission of report of untilisation certifi-
cate … however the concerned departments of
State Government had submitted the reports”
on time and that “you are well aware that …
there is no pending utilisation certificate …
hence it is shocking to say that high constitu-
tional office of CAG” too had submitted wrong
reports.
While the State Government has been claiming
that the Centre has not been clearing the MNRE-
GA funds to the tune of �7,000 crore held up
for the past two years the BJP have been insist-
ing that the State had not send the uitilisation
certificates to the Centre.
“They have not sent the utilization certificates
because they don’t have the face to send it as
there has been large-scale corruption by the way
of generating fake job cards,” BJP State president
Sukanta Majumdar said.
Banerjee also alleged that not only MNREGA
funds the Centre was not clearing funds worth
more than �1 lakh crore earmarked for various
schemes like rural housing, health, roads and

other infrastructure development projects.
“They take away thousands of crores from the
State as GST but refuse to give back our share
of it … this is defiance of federal structure …
the money belongs to the people of the State and
you have to give it,” she said adding, “payment
of (MNREGA) wages to the workers who have
already worked is a constitutional duty and the
workers’ constitutional right and if it is not paid
then the defaulter should go to jail.”
On the Budget Banerjee said it was not an “inter-
im but an Antim (last) Budget” of the present
regime. “In the Budget they were talking about
past and future but nothing was said about the
youth the women and the poor who are suffer-
ing under this regime,” she said adding how the
Centre has allowed an unprecedented inflation
which stood to a staggering 10 percent. 
She said, “apart from high inflation rate which
is due to high petroleum prices including
kerosene and gas — which has been reduced by
�200 today due to polls but will again increased
by �400 after that — they have allowed unem-
ployment rate to go up to 40 percent … they are
befooling the youth and diverting their atten-
tion to other issues.”
On the Centre’s water scheme Ghar Ghar Jal
Banerjee said “whereas a cumulative 75 percent
of the share including maintenance, initial funds
and labour is spend by the State they want to
use it for their own advertisement … they want
to hijack everything.” 
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Apparently uneasy about the
impact that January 22 inau-

guration of Ram Temple at
Ayodhya could produce on the
coming general elections, Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Friday said that she too had
constructed temples and revived
them but never made a political
issue out of it.
Stopping short of naming Prime
Minister Narendra Modi the
Chief Minister said, “I too have
renovated and constructed
many temples and religious
places but never have made a
political issue out of it like it is
done in many places after inau-
gurating temples … my question
is why we should join politics
with religion.”
Banerjee who had chosen not to
speak much on the Ram Temple
inauguration before said, “we
have renovated the Kalgihat
Temple and other similar tem-
ples at Dakshineshwar,
Kankalitala, Nalhateshwari,
Jalpeshwar and many other reli-
gious places … even we are con-
structing the replica of the Puri
Jagannath Temple at Digha
which is much bigger than the
original one … the only differ-
ence is that unlike the Puri
Temple where the idol is made
of Neem wood ours will be
made of marble stone  … so
many work we have done on
religious places...”
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Friday said that she would be
going to Delhi to attend the
meeting on One nation, One
election but iterated the con-
cept single vote for the coun-
try was unrealistic and out-
landish.
“I will be going to Delhi on 5th
February to attend the meet-
ing on ‘One nation, One elec-
tion’ on 6th February … it will
not be a political visit but an
official one though I have
already made my mind clear
about what I think about the
idea,” Banerjee said adding
such a system was being aimed
at converting India into a pres-
idential system.
“I have already made my opin-
ion clear earlier … this concept
of one nation one vote is unre-
alistic because you will have to
explain as to what will happen
to the governments that are
already in their midsession …
what will happen during the
transition period,” Banerjee
said adding “suppose where
there are governments which
have their sessions till 2024,
2025 or 2026 how will you pro-
pose to bring them in one place
… or are you planning some-
thing different.”
Smelling rat in the “entire
scheme of things,” Banerjee
asked, “are you really meaning

to do something constructive or
you are have some different
motive … that you want to
make a presidential form of gov-
ernment where there will be one
vote , one president, one
monarch, one view point one
food, one language, pone dress.”
Alleging that the concept of
One nation, One election was
akin to what was happening in
the BJP-ruled States like MP,
UP, Rajsathan etc where the
non-vegetarian shops were
being brought down by pay-
loaders, Banerjee said, “in all
the BJP ruled States of
Rajasthan, MP, UP they are
closing down egg, meat and
fish shops … many shops they
are pulling down with bull-
dozers … you can have your
food habits I have my own …
I don’t too support vegetarian-
ism but why will you dictate me
on my foods or what I will wear
or what colour I will prefer …
I want to ask only one question
that what the people who do
not prefer vegetarian food eat
… will they eat agarbatti ashes,”
Banerjee said adding One
nation, One election was a
prelude to final hegemony of
the BJP led Centre.
“I will request you all who are
planning to buy clothes to
wait for some more time so
that you do not have to waste
your garments because tomor-
row they will ask you to wear
a particular colour only,”
Banerjee said. 
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Days after Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal alleged

that the BJP was attempting to
“buy” seven AAP MLAs to
destabilise his Government, a
team of Delhi Police Crime
Branch visited the Chief
Minister’s residence to serve
him a notice in the case. 
But the notice could not be
served to him because he was
not present at his residence.
However, the Chief Minister’s
Office said that the crime
branch sleuths returned with-
out handing over the notice as
they were ready to take the
notice.  A team of crime branch
of Delhi police also visited
Delhi minister Atishi’s resi-
dence but returned without
serving her notice as she was
not at her residence.
The sudden visit by the cops to
Kejriwal’s residence comes at a
time when Kejriwal is on the
radar of the Enforcement
Directorate in connection with
the liquor scam. Kejriwal
skipped five summons by the
agency so far calling the sum-
mons unconstitutional.
The Crime Branch’s action
comes after a BJP delegation
met the Commissioner of
Police, seeking an inquiry into
Kejriwal’s “misleading allega-
tion of BJP luring AAP MLAs”.
However, the Delhi BJP had
rubbished these allegations and
challenged AAP to name the
MLAs and the people who

allegedly contacted them with
the offer.
Reacting on the development,
Delhi BJP president Virendra
sachdeva said that Kejriwal
has been exposed and now he
refused to take the notice of the
crime branch. Sachdeva said
now that the Crime Branch has
served notice to Kejriwal, he
should either submit evidence
to support his allegations or be
prepared to face criminal pro-
ceedings. “We fail to under-
stand why Kejriwal has refused
to accept Crime Branch notice
as he had said we have evidence
of BJP luring hos MLAs,” he
added.
Kejriwal had alleged that the
BJP made an offer of Rs 25
crore each to buy out seven of
his MLAs. The BJP had filed a
police complaint in the matter.
The Delhi Police reports to the
Union Home Ministry.
On January 27, Kejriwal took
to X and said ‘they’ contacted
7 MLAs of AAP and said
Kejriwal would be arrested
shortly and after that there
would be horse-trading of
MLAs.
During a press conference held
last week, Delhi Minister Atishi
made allegations against the
BJP, asserting that the party had
offered Rs 25 crore each to
seven of AAP’s MLAs to
encourage them to leave the
party.  Additionally, she
claimed that the BJP had issued
threats to overthrow the
Kejriwal government.
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Family members of a 12-
year-old boy who died after

he was allegedly beaten up by
his seniors at a Government
school here staged a protest on
Friday, demanding action
against its principal.  They
along with others held the
demonstration in front of the
school in north Delhi.
Police on Thursday had regis-
tered a case of culpable homi-
cide in connection with the
incident. During their protest,
family members demanded
strict action against the school’s
principal.
“We have met the principal
many times just to tell him that
he must take strict action
against those seniors. We
requested CCTV camera
footage, but we were sent back
with only assurances,” a fami-
ly member said.
On January 20, information
was received from the Deep
Chand Bandhu Hospital
regarding the death of the boy
during treatment, according
to police.
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For the first time after
confirming her “ekla

chalo” policy in Bengal, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
directly attacked the Congress
party on Friday, said that with
all the yatras and rallies they
were undertaking in the
country, they would not be
able to win even 40 seats in
the Parliamentary elections.
Launching a scathing attack
on the Bengal leg of Rahul
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra, where Banerjee’s arch-
rival CPI(M) made a full-blast
appearance, the West Bengal
Chief Minister said, “I had
told them, as a constituent of
the Indian National
Democratic Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA), that the
Congress should contest from
300 seats, and the remaining
245 seats the INDIA partners
will fight. There, the Congress
must not interfere. But what
we saw here, without
informing me, they have
come here in a Yatra.”
Directly refuting the
Congress’ claims that it had
repeatedly requested Banerjee
to join the Yatra in Bengal,
Banerjee said, “Why don’t you
go to Rajasthan, UP, and MP
where you used to be strong
and which places you have
lost to the BJP? You have
come to disturb us here as

vote cutters.”She continued,
“You may be a bigger party,
but such is your arrogance
that you do not even have the
courtesy to respect others.”
Banerjee asked, “Where were
you when women were being
raped and killed in Manipur?
Instead of going to the right
places, you have come to
weaken the constituents of

INDIA. Why did you start
your Yatra from Bengal and
not any other place?”
Comparing Rahul to Vasant
Kokil (cuckoo) or any other
bird, Banerjee said, “Some
people appear during or
before the elections and then
simply vanish, whereas we
work for the people
throughout the entire year.

Here, some people are going
to bid workers as though they
are bidders, and indulge in
selfies, but such tactics will
not work in Bengal because
only the TMC can take on the
BJP here and no one else.”
Stating that the Congress had
rejected her proposal on seat
sharing, she said, “We had
offered them two seats, which

they cannot win alone, but
they are asking for many more
seats. Then I told them to
contest from all the seats and
came out of the discussion,
deciding to contest alone.”
Meanwhile, Rahul’s Yatra of
Bengal ended on Friday when
it entered neighbouring
Jharkhand via Birbhum
district.
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Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal

skipped the fifth summons
issued to him by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Friday for
questioning in a money
laundering case linked to an
alleged liquor policy scam.
Instead, he joined AAP
leaders and workers in a
protest near the BJP
headquarters on DDU
Marg. The ED issued a fresh
summons on Wednesday,
marking the fifth time, after
Kejriwal had previously
skipped four summons over
the last four months. The
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
said that Kejriwal will not
appear before the agency for
questioning.
Terming the summons
“illegal”, the party stated that
the ED is repeatedly sending
notices to Kejriwal with the
intention of arresting him.
The AAP also alleged that
the BJP aims to topple its
government in Delhi by
having Kejriwal arrested.
The AAP asserted that it will
not allow this to happen.
Days after Kejriwal alleged
that the BJP was attempting
to “buy” seven AAP MLAs
to destabilise his
government, a team of Delhi
Police Crime Branch visited
the Chief Minister’s
residence to serve him a
notice in the case. But the
notice could not be served

to him because he was not
present at his residence. 
Meanwhile, the BJP
challenged the AAP to take
the matter to court and have
the ED summons issued to
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal quashed if the party
believes it is “illegal”. North
East Delhi BJP MP Manoj
Tiwari pointed out that
Kejriwal has skipped five
summonses from the ED so
far and questioned whether
Kejriwal wants to convey the
message to the children of
Delhi not to follow the law.
Tiwari said, “But by skipping
ED summonses, he
acknowledges that
corruption has occurred,
and he is also guilty.”
Union Minister and senior
BJP leader Meenakshi

Lekhi, in the Parliament
House complex, said that
Kejriwal is avoiding the ED
for questioning because he
knows that corruption has
occurred and is attempting
to evade accountability to
the probe agency. 
Kejriwal has skipped ED
summonses for November 2
and December 21 in 2023, as
well as January 3 and
January 18 this year, labeling
these notices as illegal. 
Addressing protesting AAP
workers on Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Marg, Kejriwal
attacked the BJP, saying that
if it can “rig” the
Chandigarh mayoral polls, it
could go to any extent in
Assembly and Lok Sabha
elections. 

Continued on Page 4
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The demand for a separate
nation comprising the

southern States of India by
Congress Lok Sabha member
DK Suresh created a hornet’s
nest on Friday, with the ruling
party BJP and the Opposition
Congress engaged in a war of
words both inside and outside
Parliament. This also led to
protests by BJP members who
alleged that the grand old
party has a tradition of
dividing the nation, which
still persists.
The BJP said Congress leader
DK Suresh has no right to
remain an MP even for a
minute, as it accused him of
openly talking about breaking
India, violating his oath to
protect the country’s unity
and sovereignty.
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi
demanded an apology from
Congress Parliamentary
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi
over Suresh’s demand for a
separate nation comprising

southern States, alleging bias
in budgetary allocations.
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, in his
capacity as Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, condemned the
statement made by his party
colleague, although he
mentioned that the MP has
already clarified.
“We will not tolerate any
statement that calls for
breaking the country. That
statement may be from any
party, be it from my party or

their (BJP) party, or somebody
else. Whether someone says it
or not, I, Mallikarjun Kharge,
will say that India is one from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir and
will remain one. It is for this
cause that Indira Gandhi gave
the supreme sacrifice of her
life, and Rajiv Gandhi gave his
life. Can such a party talk of
breaking the country? We will
not tolerate such a thing.” It is
not correct to repeat in the
House what Suresh has not
said, he added.
Raising the issue during the

Zero Hour in Parliament,
Joshi said that Congress
member Suresh had
demanded a separate nation
comprising southern States.
He said that the remarks were
an insult to the Constitution
and its architect, Babasaheb
Ambedkar. 
“I condemn the statement of
the Congress member and
demand that the matter be
referred to the Ethics
Committee of the Lok Sabha,”
Joshi asserted.
Members of the Opposition
INDIA bloc, including the
Congress and the DMK, were
on their feet trying to make
some point as Joshi made the
statement in the House. They
later walked out for a brief
while. Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla called the Opposition
members to make their point
after the laying of
parliamentary papers on the
table of the House.
“I think they have boycotted
the proceedings,” the Speaker
remarked, referring to the
empty Opposition benches. 

Continued on Page 4
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Senior Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
leader and six-time MLA Champai

Soren took the oath of office and
secrecy on Friday, becoming the 12th
Chief Minister of Jharkhand. In a
simple ceremony at the Darbar Hall of

Raj Bhawan on Friday, Governor CP
Radhakrishnan administered the oath
to Champai Soren and two ministers
— Congress Legislature Party leader in
the State Alamgir Alam and the lone
MLA of Rashtriya Janata Dal,
Satyanand Bhokta.
The swearing-in ceremony followed 40
hours of political uncertainty in the
State, as the former Chief Minister was
arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate after resigning from his
post. There was no government in the
State between Wednesday at 8 pm and
Friday at 12.15 pm.
According to sources, there were
discussions about the possibility of
former CM Hemant Soren’s brother,
Basant Soren, being sworn in as a
Minister, but the decision could not be
finalised until the last moment.
Immediately after the swearing-in
ceremony, Chief Minister Champai
Soren and two ministers visited Sido
Kanhu Park, where they paid tributes
to the martyrs of Santhal Pargana. 

Continued on Page 4
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TMC chief mocks Rahul, says Congress will not win even 40 LS seats
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HC refuses to stay
puja at Gyanvapi 
Mosque cellar

Mamata abandons INDIA Bloc
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The Allahabad High Court on Friday did not
give any immediate relief to the Gyanvapi

Masjid committee which had challenged the
order of the Varanasi court allowing Hindu
prayers in a cellar of the mosque. The court
will now hear the matter on February 6.
Justice Rohit Ranjan Agrawal passed the
order while hearing an appeal filed by the
committee, which looks after the affairs of
the mosque.
The Anzuman Intezamia Masjid Committee
had moved the high court within hours of
the Supreme Court refusing to hear their
plea against the Varanasi district court’s
order and asking them to approach the HC.
The Varanasi court had ruled on Wednesday
that a priest can perform prayers before the
idols in the southern cellar of the mosque.
Appearing on behalf of the committee,
advocate SFA Naqvi submitted before the
court that the order was passed in a “very
hurried manner” and on the day of
retirement of the judge concerned.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Odisha and

Assam on February 3-4 to lay
the foundation stone of mul-
tiple infrastructure and con-
nectivity projects.  On
Saturday, the PM will dedicate
to the nation projects worth
over �68,000 crore during a
public programme in
Sambalpur, Odisha before
travelling to Assam on Sunday
to inaugurate and lay the
foundation stone of various
development initiatives worth
more than �11,000 crore dur-
ing a public programme in
Guwahati.
In Sambalpur, the Prime
Minister will inaugurate the
‘Dhamra — Angul Pipeline
Section’ (412 Km) of the
‘Jagdishpur-Haldia & Bokaro-
Dhamra Pipeline Project
(JHBDPL)’. Built at a cost of

more than �2,450 crore under
the ‘Pradhan Mantri Urja
Ganga’, the project will con-
nect Odisha with the National
Gas Grid.
He will also lay the foundation
stone of ‘Nagpur Jharsuguda
Natural Gas Pipeline Section’
(692 Km)’ of the Mumbai-
Nagpur-Jharsuguda Pipeline.
The project to be developed at
a cost of more than �2,660
crore will improve the avail-
ability of natural gas to states
like Odisha, Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh.
During the programme, PM
Modi will also dedicate to the
nation and lay the foundation
stone of multiple power pro-
jects worth about 28,980
crore. He will lay the founda-
tion stone of the Neyveli
Lignite Corporation (NLC)
Talabira Thermal power pro-
ject worth more than 27000
crore. Strengthening the PM’s
vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat,

this state-of-the-art project
will provide reliable, afford-
able and round-the-clock
power contributing signifi-
cantly to the nation’s energy
security and playing a vital
role in the country’s econom-
ic growth and prosperity.
The prime minister  will also
inaugurate coal infrastruc-
ture projects of Mahanadi
Coalfields Limited including

First  Mile Connectivity
(FMC) projects —
Bhubaneswari Phase-I in
Talcher Coalfields in Angul
district and Lajkura Rapid
Loading System (RLS).
Further, Prime Minister will
dedicate to nation and lay the
foundation stone of railway
projects worth about �2146
crore. He will lay the founda-
tion stone for redevelopment

of Sambalpur Railway Station,
whose architecture is inspired
from the Sailashree Palace. He
will  also dedicate the
Sambalpur- Talcher Doubling
Railway Line (168 Kms) and
Jhartarbha to Sonepur New
Railway line (21.7 kms),
enhancing the rail network
capacity in the region. Prime
Minister will also flag off
Puri-Sonepur-Puri Weekly
Express, which will improve
connectivity for the rail pas-
sengers in the region.
In Guwahati, the PM will
inaugurate and lay the foun-
dation stone of projects worth
�11,000 crore.
Providing world-class ameni-
ties to people visiting pilgrim
sites has been a key focus area
of the PM. In yet another step
in this endeavour, one of the
key projects for which the
foundation stone will be laid
by him includes Maa
Kamakhya Divya Pariyojana

(Maa Kamakhya Access
Corridor), which has been
sanctioned under the Prime
Minister’s  Development
Initiative for North Eastern
Region (PM-DevINE)
scheme. It will provide world-
class amenities to pilgrims
visiting the Kamakhya temple.
Prime Minister will lay the
foundation stone of multiple
road upgradation projects
worth over �3,400 crore,
under which 43 roads includ-
ing 38 bridges will be upgrad-
ed as part of the South Asia
Subregional Economic
Cooperation (SASEC)
Corridor Connectivity. 
Prime Minister will inaugu-
rate two 4-laning projects,
namely Dolabari to Jamuguri
and Biswanath Chariali to
Gohpur. These projects will
help improve the connectivi-
ty to Itanagar and boost the
overall economic develop-
ment of the region.
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ABJP member in Lok Sabha
on Friday took a swipe at

the Opposition by dubbing the
INDIA Bloc as a cricket team
with 11 captains not willing to
accommodate other players.
Initiating the debate on the
Motion of Thanks on the
President's address, Heena
Gavit said INDIA bloc leaders
were like 'Big Boss' partici-
pants who live under one roof
but everyone eyes the "trophy"
of becoming the prime minis-
ter.
After moving the motion, she
said under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the country is
witnessing all-round devel-
opment and hence, it will not
be surprising that INDIA bloc

leaders start switching sides
one after the other.
Describing TMC leader
Mamata Banerjee as the "cap-
tain" of West Bengal, Gavit
said she is unwilling to
accommodate Congress in her
team. Similarly, she said, AAP
convener Arvind Kejriwal is

the captain of Punjab who is
treating Congress as the 12th
member of the team.
Gavit,  who represents
Nandurbar (Maharashtra) in
the Lok Sabha, said people will
once again vote for Modi in
the upcoming parliamentary
elections and his government
will present a full-fledged
Union Budget in the coming
days.
It was remarkable to note, she
said, that a woman president
addressed the joint sitting of
the two Houses on January 31
and the next day a woman
finance minister presented an
interim Budget. She said now
she, a woman MP who repre-
sents a tribal area, was moving
the motion to thank the pres-
ident for her address.
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Union Minister of Civil
Aviation Jyotiraditya M

Scindia held a meeting with  an
advisory committee involving
top officials of Airport
Authority of India, Delhi,
Mumbai, Bengaluru to discuss
possible changes in airport inte-
rior design and use of new tech-
nologies to expedite immigra-
tion and security check process-
es for international passengers. 
The meeting delved into solu-
tions derived from studying
international airport models
such as those of Singapore and
Canada. According to officials,
use of biometrics, cross utili-
sation of X ray machines and
increasing number of security

and immigration personnel-
Indian airports are planning to
expedite airport journeys for
international passengers.
The  authorities will explore the
possibility of cross utilising
XBIS (X-ray Baggage
Inspection System) machines at
the Delhi airport to ensure
greater availability of machines
and ensure lesser waiting time.
The idea is to move XBIS
machines from domestic to
international terminals when
required as availability of more

machines will help in making
the check in process faster for
the passengers. 
To ensure proper movement of
machines from one place to
another, changes in existing air-
port designs will be explored,
an official said. With respect to
deploying new technologies,
the "proof of concept trials for
use of e-gates and e-biometrics
for immigration are already
underway". 
Further, a thorough analysis
has been undertaken with
regard to manpower require-
ment of CISF and immigration
officers. This analysis takes
into account the planned
expansion of existing as well as
new airports, including those
coming up in Jewar and Navi
Mumbai, the release said.
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AICTE chairman Professor
TG Sitharam on Friday

said the Interim Budget 2024-
25 presented by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
speaks volume for Viksit Bharat
by 2047. 
“The people centric approach,
growth oriented policies and
highly inclusive announce-
ments of the budget aligns
with the motto of New India
which focus on ‘Jai Jawan, Jai
Kisan, Jai Vigyan, Jai
Anusandhan’. Termed as the
Viksit Bharat Budget, it facili-
tates the Yuva Peedhi as bene-
ficiaries of New India and
paved the way for the youth to
flourish more in the field of
innovation and research and

development,” the AICTE
chairman said.
Budget for 'GYAN' (Garib,
Yuva, Annadata, Nari)
Sitharam said the announce-
ment of the ‘Jai Anusandhan’
scheme is most promising and
relevant for India’s new gener-
ation. 
Decoding the Potential Benefits
of ?1 lakh crore Corpus, he said
this fund is designed to offer a
robust financial foundation for
cutting-edge research and
development, particularly in
emerging sectors.  “By provid-
ing long-term financing or
refinancing options character-
ized by extended durations
and minimal to zero interest
rates, the initiative aims to
stimulate the private sector’s
involvement in scaling up
research and innovation efforts.
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Congress leader Gaurav
Gogoi on Friday accused

the BJP Government of mis-
governance which he said was
reflected in decisions such as
demonetisation, growing
unemployment and transgres-
sions along the country's bor-
ders.
Participating in the debate on
the Motion of Thanks on
President's Address in the Lok
Sabha, Gogoi also accused the
government of resorting to
distracting the attention of the
nation from economic distress
and trying to muzzle the voice
of the opposition by unleash-
ing central investigation agen-
cies on its leaders.
"I wish to say...That we (the
opposition) will not be scared
by such tactics.... The nation is
not run by some divine pow-
ers, but as per the
Constitution," Gogoi, the
deputy leader of the Congress
in the Lok Sabha, said amid
strong objections from the
treasury benches.
The Congress leader also
accused the BJP of hatching a
well-thought-out ploy to trans-
form this Parliament from a
temple of democracy to a royal
court.
"This government has a doc-

torate in event management.
They have a PhD in attention
management. When we ask
why didn't the prime minister
go to Manipur, they say look at
the G20, the prime minister is
in Paris. When we say 100 peo-
ple died during demonetisa-

tion, they say look at Modi's
face on Paytm," he said.
"When we raise questions on
China entering our territory,
they try to divert the attention
by saying that 'we are more
powerful than the Maldives'.
When we say 10 per cent of the
population is controlling 50 per
cent of the country's wealth,
they claim to be the fastest-
growing economy," Gogoi said.
The Congress leader said he
respected the prime minister a
lot as he has risen to the top
position from very humble
beginnings.
"But the sad part is that he has
taken his chair to such a height
that he cannot listen to the
problems faced by the people.
He cannot see the tears of the
unemployed youth," Gogoi
said. The Congress leader said
in search of jobs, a number of
unemployed youths have been
resorting to illegal immigration
to go to America. 
"A few days back a movie
called 'Dunki' was released.
Dunki is not merely a movie,
it is the reality," Gogoi said.
He said the government itself
has admitted that the trend of
illegal immigration by Indian
nationals has increased in the
last five years.
"In 2022-23, 90,000 people
tried to enter the US illegally,
sometimes from Canada,
sometimes from Mexico. They
are forced to go to UAE,
Canada and America leaving
their families and homes
behind," Gogoi said, alleging
that the prime minister was
ignorant about this.
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The Indian Navy has foiled
yet another piracy attempt

off Somalia and rescued 19
crew members including eight
Pakistanis of an Iranian flagged
fishing vessel on Friday, offi-
cials said here.  Indian warships
in the past few weeks have car-
ried similar missions thereby
ensuring security of sea lanes.
Giving details of the latest mis-
sion, Navy officials said here
swift response by Indian Navy
foiled another piracy attempt
along East coast of Somalia.
Information regarding piracy
attempt on Fishing Vessel FV
Omari was monitored on

January 31.  Indian Navy suc-
cessfully located FV Omari
and INS Sharda, deployed for
anti-piracy mission in the
region was diverted to intercept
the boat. 
FV Omari, an Iranian Flagged
Vessel, had been boarded by
seven pirates who had taken
the crew as hostages.  INS
Sharda intercepted the vessel in
early hours of Friday and
coerced the pirates for safe
release of crew along with the
vessel.
The ship has ensured success-
ful release of the crew (11
Iranian and 08 Pakistani
nationals) members along with
the boat. The ship also under-
took confirmatory boarding

on FV Omari to sanitise and
check on the well-being of the
crew who had been held cap-
tive by the Somali pirates.
Relentless efforts by Indian
Naval platforms, mission
deployed for anti-piracy and

maritime security operations,
continue to save precious life at
sea, symbolising Indian Navy’s
resolve towards safety of all ves-
sels and seafarers at sea.
Meanwhile, the government
on Friday informed Parliament

seven incidents of hijacking of
vessels on high seas by pirates
have been reported during the
last three years. One hijacking
incident of merchant vessel
Lila Norfolk. 21 crew were
present including 15 Indian
nationals onboard on January
04-05 this year. Further, two
hijacking incidents occurred
involving Fishing Vessel – Iman
(January 28) and Fishing Vessel
- AI Naeemi (January 29)
which did not have any Indian
crew onboard. 
These details came in the back-
drop of the Indian Navy war-
ships rescuing crew from the
two fishing vessels and chasing
away pirates. 
Indian Navy has been proac-

tively engaging with the region-
al and extra-regional navies and
maritime forces, to promote
maritime security. Since 2008,
Indian Navy has deployed units
in Gulf of Aden and East Coast
of Africa towards antipiracy
patrols, minister of state for
defence Ajay Bhatt said in the
Lok Sabha.
A total of 3,440 ships and over
25,000 seafarers have been
safely escorted. For restoring
maritime security in the region,
enhanced presence of ships,
aerial surveillance by maritime
patrol aircraft and remotely
piloted aircraft in the Central
Arabian Sea and Off East of
Coast of Somalia is being
undertaken by Indian Navy.

(�/��������	�������������	� /����
�������

�,1��,���3��%+�'2������,+�"���&���!������/&��+%%��+/�'��

(�*�

 ��
����
 ��+
��
��
������

The government informed
Parliament on Friday that a

total of 403 incidents of death
of Indian students abroad have
been reported since 2018 due
to various reasons including
natural causes, accidents and
medical conditions with
Canada topping the list with 91
cases followed by 48 in the UK.
Giving these details in the Lok
Sabha, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said the
welfare of Indian students
abroad is one of the foremost
priorities for the government.
"As per the information avail-
able with the ministry, 403 inci-
dents of death of Indian stu-
dents abroad have been report-
ed since 2018 due to various
reasons including natural caus-
es, accidents and medical con-
ditions," he said.
Jaishankar was replying to a
question on safety of Indian
students abroad. "Indian mis-
sions/posts abroad respond to
any issues faced by Indian stu-
dents on priority basis," he said.
Jaishankar also provided the
country-wise details of deaths
of Indian students abroad since
2018. The data showed 91
Indian students died in
Canada, 48 in the UK, 40 in
Russia, 36 in the US, 35 in
Australia, 21 in Ukraine and 20
in Germany.
According to the statistics, 14
Indian students died in Cyprus,
10 each in Philippines and

Italy and nine each in Qatar,
China and Kyrgyzstan.
To a separate question,
Minister of State for External
Affairs V Muraleedharan said
India's policy towards Palestine
has been long standing and
consistent.
"We have supported a negoti-
ated two State solution, towards
establishment of a sovereign,
independent and viable State of
Palestine within secure and
recognised borders, living side
by side in peace with Israel," he
said.The minister said India has
strongly condemned the
October 7 terror attacks on
Israel and the loss of civilian
lives in the ongoing Israel-
Hamas conflict.
"We have called for restraint
and de-escalation and empha-
sized peaceful resolution of
the conflict through dialogue
and diplomacy," he said.
To a separate question,
Minister of State for External
Affairs RajKumar Ranjan Singh
said India's 'Neighbourhood
First policy' continues to guide
its approach towards the man-
agement of relations with coun-
tries in its immediate neigh-
bourhood.
He said the policy is an insti-
tutional priority for all the rel-
evant arms of the government.
"The Neighbourhood First pol-
icy, inter alia, has resulted in
enhancing physical, digital and
people to people connectivity
across the region, as well as
augmenting trade and com-
merce," Singh said.
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India and the Maldives are
holding crucial talks on

Friday with a focus on finding
a mutually workable solution to
enable continued operation of
the Indian military platforms in
the island nation.
The second meeting of the
India-Maldives high level core
group is underway in Delhi
over two weeks after the first
one in Male could not make
any significant headway on
the contentious matter, sources
said here.  The core group
meeting is underway with a
focus on finding a mutually
acceptable solution.
The two sides decided to set up
the core group following a
meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Maldivian President Muizzu on
the sidelines of the COP28
summit in Dubai in December.
Last month, Maldivian
President Mohamed Muizzu
asked India to withdraw all its
military personnel from the
island nation by March 15.
At present, around 80 Indian
military personnel are in the
Maldives primarily to operate
two helicopters and an aircraft
which carried out hundreds of
medical evacuations and
humanitarian missions.
The ties between the two coun-
tries came under some strain
since Muizzu came to power in
November. After assuming
charge, Muizzu, widely seen as

a pro-China leader, maintained
he will keep his election
promise of evicting Indian mil-
itary personnel from his coun-
try. Muizzu, 45, defeated India-
friendly incumbent Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih in the presi-
dential runoff held in
September last year.
The Maldives is one of India's
key maritime neighbours in the
Indian Ocean Region and the
overall bilateral ties including
in areas of defence and securi-
ty witnessed an upward trajec-
tory under the previous gov-
ernment in Male.
Muizzu was sworn in as the
new Maldivian president on
November 17.  A day after tak-
ing charge of the top office, he
called for the withdrawal of
Indian military personnel from
the Maldives.
After the first meeting of the
core group on January 14, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said sides were looking at find-
ing a mutually workable solu-
tion to enable continued oper-
ation of Indian aviation plat-
forms that provide humanitar-
ian and medical evacuation ser-
vices to the people of Maldives.
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From Page 3
The demonstration was
initially planned in front of
the BJP headquarters, a few
hundred meters away on
DDU Marg, but AAP
members could not reach
there due to heavy police
deployment and barricading.
Kejriwal pointed out that the
world’s largest party was
caught on camera ‘stealing’
votes in the Chandigarh
mayoral polls. 
Earlier, the AAP had alleged
that some of its leaders,
including MLAs and
councillors, were placed
under house arrest or
detained, while its volunteers
were prevented from
participating in a protest
outside the BJP headquarters
here. The protest was
attended by Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann.

From Page 3
As the Speaker moved to the
next item on the agenda, the
opposition members returned
to the House.
“I had signaled to you that
you would be allowed to
speak after laying the papers.
Now, you can make your
point in the debate on the
President’s address,” Birla
said. Joshi added that the
Congress leadership should
clarify whether it subscribes
to the views of Suresh, the
brother of Karnataka Deputy
CM DK Shivakumar.
“The Congress traditions of
dividing the country still
persist. I demand that Sonia
Gandhi take action against
the member and also clarify
whether the party supports
the views of the Congress
member,” the parliamentary
affairs minister said. Joshi
added that he also hails from
a southern state, as does his
colleague External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, and
“neither of us feels in the
manner as the Congress
member has claimed.”
Congress member Suresh,
who represents Bangalore
Rural in the Lok Sabha, had
claimed that injustice was
meted out to the southern
states in the allocation of a
share in tax collection, while
the tax money is distributed
to North India.
Our tax money is being
distributed to North India; if
we don’t condemn it, there
might arise a situation where
we will have to demand a
separate nation,” Suresh said
on Thursday while
commenting on the interim
budget presented by Finance

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.
Former law minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad, at a press
conference, criticised
Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge and party
leaders Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi, along with
their India bloc allies, for
maintaining a “conspicuous
silence” over his “shameful”
and “unconstitutional”
comments. Prasad
emphasised that before
contesting an election and
after winning it, anyone takes
an oath of allegiance to the
Constitution and the country’s
unity and sovereignty.
“He has committed a gross
impropriety as an MP by
openly talking of the breakup
of India. It is a clear violation
of the constitution’s main
point of unity and integrity,”
he said. In a swipe at Rahul
Gandhi, who had led his
party’s ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
earlier and is now
spearheading the ‘Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra’, the BJP leader
said that he is supposedly
working to unite the country
but has now disowned the
comments of his party’s MP.
Rejecting the Congress MP’s
charge of discrimination, he
mentioned that Modi had
recently inaugurated a Boeing
facility in Karnataka, and the
state has been given a tax
share of over Rs 1.35 lakh
crore during 2014-19, against
Rs 53,996 crore during 2009-
14 when the Congress-led
UPA was in power.
Union Minister Piyush Goyal
also sought an apology from
the Congress for the
controversial statement by the
party MP. Kharge said Suresh

is not a member of the Rajya
Sabha, and therefore, his
conduct cannot be debated in
the House.
However, Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar said that his earlier
rulings had made it clear that
the statement by a Lok Sabha
MP can be discussed in the
Upper House.
“Congress leaders have made
sacrifices for the country,” he
said, adding that the MP in
question has clarified on TV
that he did not state what is
being reported. If he has said
anything, the matter should
be looked into by the
privileges committee (of Lok
Sabha),” Kharge said.
Goyal had read out the
English translation of the
statement Suresh made in
Kannada on Thursday.
The MP from the Bengaluru
Rural constituency had
purportedly stated that
southern states are not
receiving their dues as taxes
collected from them are being
distributed in the north. He
purportedly said that the
southern states would be
forced to demand a separate
nation if the injustice was not
rectified.
Calling himself a ‘proud
Indian’, Congress MP DK
Suresh issued a clarification
for his “separate country for
South India” remark, saying
the intention behind his
statement was to bring to
notice the “injustice in funds
distribution” by the BJP-led
central government.
A BJP leader from Dakshina
Kannada lodged a complaint
against Suresh at JMFC Court
in Mangaluru and Mangaluru
North police demanding
action against the Congress
MP under section 124A
(Sedition).
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From Page 3
Soren, along with the
ministers, also went to Birsa
Chowk to pay respects to
Bhagwan Birsa Munda,
offering flowers at his statue.
Later in the day, the Champai
Soren Cabinet held its first
Cabinet meeting. During the
meeting, a decision was made
to convene a special session of
the Assembly on February 5
and 6. The government will
undergo a floor test during
this session.
Notably, Champai Soren has
submitted a signed letter of
support from 43 MLAs to the
Governor to claim a majority
in the House. 
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Jammu AIIMS commissioning set for month end
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Presenting a whooping
�59,954.75 crore budget for

2024-25,   the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
has allowed a a lion’s share of
�31,774.59 crore — which
accounts for 51.78 per cent of the
total budgetary outlay — for
strengthening of civic facilities
to the country’s commercial
Capital “clean, green and inspi-
rational to live”.
For the second time in its 135-
year-long history, the outlay of
the BMC has crossed �50,000
crore. In terms of the outlay, the
budget of the BMC — which is
considered one of the richest
municipal corporations in Asia
— is larger than many smaller
states in the states. The BMC’s
budgetary outlay for 2023-24
was �52,619 crore In a budget
that lays emphasis on health,
infrastructure, cleanliness and
pollution control, Mumbai
Municipal Commissioner I S
Chahal   proposed to introduce
the chief minister’s “zero pre-
scription policy” in all the civic
hospitals in the metropolis by
making available all medicines
on the medicines on the medi-
cine scheme. It has allocated Rs
500 crore for the purpose/
“Deep cleaning programme”
for the city, �111.8 crore
Dharmaveer Anand Dighe
Divyang Financial Assistance
scheme, financial Assistance for
1600 Self Help Groups at �1 lakh
per Group and a proposal to
plant 5 lakh bamboo plants
across the city under the
Hinduhridaysamrat Balasaheb
Thackeray Urban Greening
Project, are some of the high-
lights of the BMC budget.
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The countdown has begun for
the much-awaited commis-

sioning of the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences, Jammu
(AIIMS) by the end of this
month. According to Dr Shakti
Gupta, Executive Director of
AIIMS, Jammu Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is expected to
inaugurate the state-of-the-art
tertiary care health facility any

time after February 18.
As of now the final schedule of
the inauguration has not been
confirmed by the office of the
Prime Minister of India.
Briefing media persons on the
progress of the ongoing works in
the sprawling campus located
near Vijaypur in the Samba
district, Dr Shakti Gupta said we
are already preparing for the
launch and keen to provide
better health care facilities not

only to the people of Jammu and
Kashmir but patients from the
neighboring state of Punjab and
Himachal Pradesh and the
Union Territory of Ladakh. “We
are receiving hints that the inau-
guration can take place any
time after February 18”. Dr
Gupta said we are hopeful before
the imposition of the model
code of conduct the health care
facility will be inaugurated.
He, however, maintained it will

take at least six months to oper-
ationalize all 50 departments
including super specialty facil-
ities.
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The global policing com-
munity's approach to
climate change has

been a significant challenge
thus far. Hotspot events dri-
ven by the warming of the
Earth's upper crust in both
land and water, commonly
known as 'Global Warming,'
have given rise to extremism.
The warming of water on
Earth's surface, accounting for
91 per cent of climate heating,
is a major contributor, fol-
lowed by land at approximate-
ly 5 per cent, alongside ice loss
and atmospheric warming.
The Paris Agreement, adopt-
ed in 2015 by the United
Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), obliges
all member states to adhere to
Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) to
reduce Greenhouse Gas
(GHG) emissions, primarily
carbon dioxide. 
NDCs aim to solidify individ-
ual state contributions in
combating global environ-
mental challenges.
Consequently, nations bear
the responsibility to imple-
ment policies and regula-
tions, working towards
achieving net-zero emissions
globally by 2050, aligning

with the Paris Agreement's
objectives.
The European Union's
Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), akin to
the Emission Trading System
(ETS), seeks to dissuade car-
bon-intensive economies
from producing high-carbon
products. To avoid 'carbon
leakage,' high-value carbon
products face significant taxes
for their export. This mech-
anism aligns with the polluter
pays principle and the precau-
tionary principle, as articulat-
ed in Article 191(2) of the
Treaty on the Functioning of
the European Union (TFEU). 
Developing nations, recogniz-
ing the impact of globalisa-
tion, anticipate a decline in
demand for their products in
the EU market due to reduced
competitiveness. Countries
like India and China, reliant
on carbon-based manufactur-
ing, generated $8.2 billion in

export revenue in the EU
market in 2022, as reported by
the Global Trade Research
Initiative. The steel industry,
a cornerstone of India's devel-
opment, faces significant chal-
lenges.
The global climate effort must
consider the interests of the
global south. While objec-
tions can be addressed in
international bodies like the
World Trade Organisation,
fostering long-term bilateral
relations necessitates domes-
tic policies aligned with glob-
al socio-economic aspira-
tions. A thorough socio-eco-
nomic audit is essential to
evaluate the proportionality
and impact of imposing a
heavy carbon tax burden on
third-world countries.
The polluter pays and the pre-
cautionary principle are cru-
cial in attributing responsibil-
ity, considering factors such as
size, area, population, indus-
trial activities, and mitigation
efforts. However, applying
bilateral disincentives uni-
formly across states with dis-
parate economies under-
mines the equity principle,
placing high-polluting
nations on par with those
contributing less. The strin-
gent nature of CBAM poses

challenges for countries like
India unless they can negoti-
ate more favourable terms.
In conclusion, addressing the
complex challenge of climate
change requires a nuanced
and collaborative approach
that considers the diverse
socio-economic landscapes
of nations. The burden of
combating climate change
should be shared propor-
tionately, acknowledging the
unique circumstances and
contributions of each nation.
A careful balance between
environmental responsibility
and economic development is
crucial to ensure equitable
and sustainable solutions. 
Moreover, the international
community must actively
involve and accommodate
the concerns of developing
nations in policy-making
processes. 
In the pursuit of a greener
future, a holistic and inclusive
approach is paramount. As
the world collectively address-
es this urgent issue, finding
common ground that aligns
with both environmental and
developmental aspirations is
the key to building a sustain-
able and resilient future for all. 

(The writer is a research
scholar; views are personal)
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opportunities across various skill levels,
further contributing to economic empow-
erment. However, while the surge in cap-
ital expenditure is a positive step, con-
cerns regarding its long-term sustainabil-
ity linger among analysts. Additionally,
the efficacy of this spending heavily
depends on the efficiency and transparen-
cy with which it is executed. Nevertheless,
the Interim Budget's emphasis on infra-
structure development signifies a com-
mendable stride towards driving econom-
ic growth, provided that funds are allo-
cated prudently to maximize benefits for
both the economy and the populace.

Amarjeet Kumar | Hazaribagh  
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Sir — Usha Uthup has come a long way
from being a bargirl singer to becoming
India's "Queen of Pop", picking up India's
third highest civilian award, the Padma
Bhushan recently. It has been an amaz-
ing journey for someone who, as a stu-
dent, was told to leave the music class

because her type of voice was just not
suitable for singing. Today, her name has
become synonymous with a singularly
husky voice and a unique persona that is
rather incongruous with what she does
on stage. 
Her audience can never have enough of
her vocals as that of her traditional Indian
look- a bold, full moon "bindi" on a huge
expanse of a forehead, umpteen bangles,
a well-draped silk saree and those mis-
chievous, twinkling black eyes that are so
full of mirth and innocence. Usha hails
from the state of Tamil Nadu, but she has
the unique ability to gel with audiences
across India. This really makes her an
Indian icon. Born in the same year that
India achieved independence, Usha has
been a familiar figure in India's musical
landscape. Here's wishing her "Rumba
Ho" in the months and years to come.

Avinash  Godboley | Dewas
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Sir — Hemant Soren was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate on January 31
in connection with a land scam case,
shortly after he resigned as the Chief
Minister of Jharkhand. The resignation
followed after the ED questioned him for
over seven hours at his official Ranchi res-
idence. He submitted his resignation to
Jharkhand Governor C P Radhakrishnan,
who has accepted it. After meeting with
the Governor for half an hour, Soren was
taken to the ED’s Ranchi office. Soren has
challenged his arrest in the Jharkhand
High Court; the hearing will take place
on February 1. 
The land scam case pertains to the
alleged purchase and sale of tribal land
by forging documents between 2020
and 2022. ED officials had visited Mr
Soren’s Delhi residence for questioning;
however, he was not found there. He was
untraced for 32 hours, emerging in
Ranchi on January 30. During Mr Soren’s
questioning, JMM workers protested
near the CM’s house and Raj Bhavan.
Tribal bodies in the state have also
called for a bandh today to protest Mr
Soren’s arrest. Champai Soren, a senior
member of the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
has replaced junior Soren.

Gundu Maniam | Mumbai
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Sir — The Interim Budget 2024 demon-
strates a continued commitment to bol-
stering infrastructure development,
proposing an 11.1% increase in capital
expenditure to ?11.11 lakh crore, equiv-
alent to 3.4% of the GDP, aligning with
market expectations. This focus on infra-
structure investment holds multifaceted
significance, as it not only spurs econom-
ic activity by generating employment and
stimulating demand for construction
materials but also lays the groundwork
for long-term growth and competitive-
ness through enhanced connectivity and
logistics. 
Moreover, infrastructure projects are
renowned for their capacity to create job
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tank (25 tons), the platform of
tanks soon became deadlier,
larger and more powerful,
and therefore decidedly heav-
ier with the likes of T-90 (48
tons), M1A2 (63 tons),
Leopard (67 tons) to our very
own Arjun MK 1-A (69 tons). 
Even though the French-built
AMX light tanks (17 tons)
acquitted themselves with
great utility and efficacy
against the Chinese forces in
the Chushul sector, preventing
the Chinese advance to Leh –
the concept of light tanks
soon gave way to more ‘loaded’
heavier tanks. Secondly, the
morphing of Pakistan as the
‘enemy number one’ in sover-
eign imagination and the con-
sequential impact of thinking
shifted the tank territories to
the deserts of Rajasthan or the
plains of Punjab and Jammu
region necessitating import,
manufacture, or development
of tanks like T-54/T-55, T-62,
T-72 and later the Arjun. After
multiple hitches and improve-
ments, the Arjun was ultimate-
ly believed to have fared well
when equated to T-92 – but it
also became suspect for certain
roads, bridges, and canals
along the Pakistan border,
given its weight. To deploy the
same in the higher reaches of
battlegrounds once conquered
by Zorawar’s cavalry was
impossible.  
Recent years have seen a clear
revision of the primary enemy
and the same is now China,

with the bloody face-offs hap-
pening in the Summer of
2020. Eerily, much of the tense
Sino-Indian theatre is the same
as the one that was once ably
dominated by the band of
Zorawar’s Dogra Army.
Criticalities of war prepared-
ness and its starting deficien-
cies threw up the issue of tanks
and mechanized elements in
the said region – the Chinese
had tellingly deployed their
purpose tanks (Type 15 light
tanks) to boost their offensive
capacities for high-altitude
warfare. The relative ease of
transportability, deployment,
mobility and operability in
mountain environs (along with
technological advancements
like being ‘informationised’
with other platforms) adds to
the overall formidability of
force. The heavier Indian tank
armoury other than weight
and accompanying transporta-
bility and mobility issues were
not intended to operate in such
regions with rarefied air, high-
altitude terrain and -40 degrees
Celsius conditions. 
Therefore a Request for
Information (RFI) for light
tanks to meet the looming
Chinese threat states, “new
generation combat vehicle
platform, approximately 350
Light Tanks in a phased man-
ner, along with performance-
based logistics, niche tech-
nologies, engineering support
package, and other mainte-
nance and training require-

ments…” was importantly
issued in 2021 towards fast-
tracked development. 
This urgency bore expression
in ‘Zorawar’, a lightweight tank
(25-ton, air transportable with
amphibious capabilities) joint-
ly made by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) along
with a private company, Larsen
& Toubro (L&T). It is expect-
ed to meet the requisite and
critical power-to-weight ratios,
as indeed other competitive
parameters of communica-
tion (e.g., integration with
drones), firepower, artificial
intelligence, surveillance, pro-
tection et al, to outmatch the
Chinese T-15. Essentially the
sacred spirit of ‘Zorawar’
comes back to the region,
albeit, in the form of a light
tank for ‘trials’ before the final
induction of the initial batch of
59 tanks.
The tank ‘Zorawar’ is not a
replacement for the heavier
tank, but only to complement
the existing armoured tanks.
Like its nomenclature prede-
cessor and legendary warrior,
this ‘Zorawar’ too is expected
to dominate the proceedings of
war with its fleet-footedness,
adaptability, and instinct for
battle in the punishing high
altitudes. 

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor

of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry. The
views expressed are personal)
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Legendary (and sadly
unsung) Dogra General,
Zorawar Singh, is
arguably the boldest,
noblest and most suc-

cessful Indian warrior whose
unparalleled conquests entailed
far-flung regions of Ladakh,
Baltistan, Skardu and even areas
up to Western Tibet (Ngari
Khorsum). Military historians
who realise the audacity and
incredibility of his valour refer to
him as ‘Napoleon of India’.
History is rife with heroics of
horse-mounted Dogra cavaliers,
who were especially effective in
mountain warfare at unforgiving
heights of what is current-day
Chinese territory. Unbeknownst
to most Indian citizenry, the
name ‘Zorawar’ struck fear in
those distant lands and indeed
there was a fearless and dashing
Indian General who conquered
large tracts of lands that are
today in the control of either the
Chinese or the Pakistanis.
Recognising the surreal spirit of
Zorawar, the local Tibetans built
a Chorten (cenotaph) calling it
“Singh ba Chorten” (Cenotaph of
the ‘Singh Warrior’).
Today, Zorawar’s forts silently dot
the rugged and unforgiving
heights of the region. His gallant
Dogra clan celebrate his memo-
ry with statues of a horse-born
Zorawar wielding a sword in the
Duggar land (Dogra region of
Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, and parts of Punjab).
Zorawar’s proud progeny bear his
bust with pride and josh in
Regiments like the Dogra
Regiment and the direct inheri-
tors of J&K State Forces i.e.,
Jammu & Kashmir Rifles.
With time, the territories that
Zorawar’s legendary horsemen
conquered were lost to the
proverbial ‘other’ and the evolu-
tion of time ensured that the
dynamics of warfare changed
too. Soon, the metaled battle
tanks became the new horse, in
terms of daring spirit, mechanized
efficacy and fine lineage. Horse
cavalry gave way to the Armoured
Corps. The advent of the
Twentieth Century saw the tanks
make their roaring entry with
decisive roles with the likes of
fabled Panzer divisions of the
German Army. While Panzer
then itself was a relatively light
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In the ever-evolving land-
scape of global education,
the pursuit of knowledge

transcends borders, and
Indian students stand at the
forefront of this internation-
al academic journey. Career
Mosaic recently engaged in a
comprehensive discussion
with Abhijit Zaveri, unravel-
ling the intricacies of Indian
student mobility. From the
factors driving the surge in
studying abroad to the impact
of geopolitical changes and
the transformative role of the
digital era, our conversation
unveiled key trends shaping
the choices of the ambitious
Indian student community.
Rising Interest in Overseas
Education: The surge in
Indian students pursuing
higher education abroad is
evident, with projections indi-

cating a staggering 18 lakh
students by 2024. Motivations
behind this trend are diverse,
encompassing a desire for
superior educational stan-
dards, easier acceptance at for-
eign universities, and the
practical applications offered
by global institutions. Key
factors guiding these choices
include the theoretical nature
of the Indian educational sys-
tem, seeking quality educa-
tion, a comprehensive cur-

riculum, research opportuni-
ties, cultural exposure, diver-
sity, and access to specialized
programs.
Embassies' Role in Facilitating
the Journey: Embassies play a
pivotal role in the visa
issuance process, contributing
to a more efficient and sup-
portive experience for inter-
national students. The recent
expansion of the US Embassy,
with new consulates in
Bangalore and Ahmedabad,
aims to streamline the visa
process and enhance accessi-
bility, exemplifying their cru-
cial role in supporting aspir-
ing international students.
Geopolitical and Economic
Impacts: Recent geopolitical
and economic changes have
shifted student mobility
trends, with safety concerns
arising from diplomatic ten-

sions affecting international
student experiences. Medical
students, in particular, are
exploring alternative fields,
leading to a reassessment of
study destinations. While tra-
ditional choices like the USA,
UK, and Canada remain pop-
ular, Spain, Germany, the
Netherlands, France, and
Ireland are emerging as strong
contenders due to lower
course costs and innovative
education approaches.
COVID-19's Influence on
Student Mobility: The pan-
demic has significantly
impacted student mobility,
prompting a re-evaluation of
traditional study destinations.
Interest is growing in coun-
tries like New Zealand,
Germany, and Ireland, with a
substantial increase in enrol-
ments for master's and bach-

elor's programs. Despite chal-
lenges, there has been a
remarkable 65% growth in
study abroad applications,
emphasising the resilient pur-
suit of global educational
opportunities.
Digital Transformation's
Impact: The digital transfor-
mation has empowered
Indian students with
increased awareness and
accessibility to information
about international academ-
ic opportunities. This shift has
broadened the comparison
of options, allowed for a
national-scale evaluation of
institutions and programs.
Future Trends in Student
Mobility: The United States
and various European coun-
tries are becoming preferred
destinations, with a growing
interest in diverse academic

programs. Post-COVID,
countries effectively manag-
ing the pandemic, such as
Germany, South Korea, Japan,
Malaysia, Singapore, and New
Zealand, are expected to be
prioritized. The evolving glob-
al educational landscape, aca-
demic preferences, and pan-
demic management consider-
ations will shape future trends.
Regional Trends within India:
Unique regional trends with-
in India showcase preferences
for foreign languages and
choices of study-abroad des-
tinations. Tier 1 city students
prioritise a mix of cultural
exposure and academic qual-
ity, indicating a shift in prior-
ities. Meanwhile, differences
in program choices between
Tier 1 and Tier 2/3 cities high-
light the diverse aspirations.
As the landscape of student

mobility continues to evolve,
understanding and adapting
to these trends will be crucial
for institutions and service
providers seeking to cater
effectively to the diverse needs
of Indian students.
As we navigate the complex
tapestry of international edu-
cation, it is evident that the
aspirations and choices of
Indian students are dynamic
and influenced by a multitude
of factors. The surge in inter-
est in overseas education, dri-
ven by a quest for superior
academic standards and prac-
tical applications, signals a
shift in the traditional para-
digms of education. Looking
ahead, the future trends in
student mobility from India
promise a diverse landscape. 
Regional trends within India
showcase the diversity of

choices and aspirations,
emphasizing the importance
of understanding and adapt-
ing to the unique needs of stu-
dents across different tiers. As
institutions and service
providers continue to evolve,
this understanding will be
paramount in providing effec-
tive support and guidance to
the growing community of
Indian students embarking on
their global educational jour-
ney.
. As we witness this transfor-
mative journey, it is clear that
the pursuit of knowledge
knows no bounds, and the
global stage awaits the next
generation of Indian scholars
with open arms.

(The writer is founder
Career Mosaic and a strate-

gic advisor to universities, 
views are personal)
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ies. These studies, however, did not
take into cognisance how much rev-
enue China generates, or what is the
percentage of Chinese products
distributed to meet its domestic
needs, or which are its revenue gen-
erated from exports of low-tech
household products. 
Indian exports need to upgrade on
standardisation and quick process-
ing practices. For example, equip-
ment and assembly parts of many
goods have to be procured from dif-
ferent geographies for which quick
processes like clearances, expenses
of handling processes in various air-
ports, etc., all come into play. All
these create challenges for India to
join the race for technology man-
ufacturing in the world. However,
India’s challenges are mostly in
high-tech enterprises. Such anom-
alies or obstacles should not pose in
low-tech productions, which are
doable domestically.
After all, Make-in-India needs to be
followed by the clarion call for sell-
ing also outside India, especially the
low-skilled and daily-use products
which would bring faster revenue
and improve the international mar-
ket share of Indian exports. India
also needs to develop niche techno-
logical sophistication for exports,
while innovating in the production
structure. That alone can bolster
Rupee’s chance to be more convert-
ible in the world market. 
As the manufacturing enterprises
are carried out mostly in hi-tech
domains, by established industrial-
ists, the focus on the low-tech
SMEs has been less prioritised so far.
It started from a lesser dominant
position in 2019 at a share of 30.5
per cent to a more dominant posi-
tion of the total Indian manufactur-
ing of 43.6 per cent in FY 2022-23.
The output growth is by 10.4 per
cent, which is commendable. 
However, most of these invest-
ments have been in the agriculture
and high-technology sectors of
high-investment enterprises. The
contribution of the manufacturing
sector to the GDP was Rs 7154.65
billion in the Q3 of 2023 or 14 per
cent. Comparatively, the contribu-

tion of Indian SMEs to the nation-
al GDP is 27 per cent. According to
data published on 1 November
2023, India has established 20.09
million SMEs till June 2023.  
Looking Back
India had started promoting
MSMEs rather late after
Independence. There may have
been many reasons, one major
being the five expensive wars India
had to be engaged with since 1948,
with the third and fourth planning
years tormented by Chinese aggres-
sion (1962) and the Pakistan war
(1965), respectively; yet from the
Fifth planning the push could have
been given to the MSMEs.  
After over 60 years, in 2007, the gov-
ernment started pushing for more
small manufacturing enterprises.
The erstwhile ministries for small-
scale and agro-rural industries were
clubbed to create a ministry of
micro, small and medium enterpris-
es (MSMEs) in 2007. That is, over
16 long years of economic liberali-
sation in 1991. With occasional
changes in statuses between 2007 to
2014, such as 134 in 2007 and 142
in 2014, India posted a status at 79
in 2014, and 63 in 2019. The irony
is, albeit improving India’s ease of
doing business status to 63 in 2019
from 134 in 2007, India continues
to struggle with the issues of lack of
timely financial support, technolog-
ical upgradation, cheap non-pollut-
ing power supplies, dependence on
imports, and tough competition
from global players. 
The SMEs currently contribute
only 7 per cent to the GDP of India,
employing about 28 million work-
ers. The production lines are most-
ly in food products, beverage, tobac-
co and tobacco products, cotton tex-
tiles, wool, silk, synthetic products,
jute, hemp & jute products, wood
& wood products, furniture and fix-
tures, paper & paper products,
printing publishing and allied indus-
tries, machinery, machines, appara-
tus, appliances and electrical
machinery. 
Counterbalance Chinese Goods 
A comparison of China with a
democratic India may sound

imperfect, given the political
processes enshrined in rules and
regulations for decision-making
systems in the two states. Yet con-
sidering India’s priority to devel-
op manufacturing capabilities to
reduce imports from China or a
hostile country, that would contain
the muscle flexing episodes in
Indian borders, India has no
option other than intensifying
export worthiness of the MSME
goods, simply because these goods
shall generate faster revenue.
India needs to manufacture every
good that China produces, first by
emulating, then innovating on
these, and thereafter, by excelling
in quality. So that Indian goods can
pose strong competition to
Chinese goods in all world mar-
kets. That is the only process to
counterbalance China. For this to
happen, India needs to create
incubation hubs for youths to
engage in SMEs. They need to be
harnessed from the unemployed
and/or unorganised pool of talents
from every nook of Indian society.
The SME incubation hub may turn
out to be the best labour bank in
manufacturing. Who can best
mentor these hubs other than the
established Indian industrialists,
who have the acumen in compet-
ing in the world markets? 
It is high time since 2019, that
India has started the battery of
underprivileged youths into the
incubation entrepreneurship. By
scouting them from the grassroots
such as from the unorganised
marketplaces, villages, shops, and
institutes, including the ITIs, elic-
iting their skills at innovation, and
growing them in the manufactur-
ing incubation centres under the
mentorship of the established
industrialists, India will only cre-
ate a new Bharat brighter and more
brilliant. After all, manufacturing
is the genesis of economic
advancement. 

(The writer is an academic 
counsellor, at Indira Gandhi

National Open University and
specialises in energy politics,

views are personal)

India’s steady efforts to shift to pay off
energy imports in exchange for the
Rupee can be understood as a deter-
mined move towards the internation-
alisation of the national currency. It

is not to replace the all-pervasive dollar. It
is to enter into a competition, hitherto unex-
plored, through dynamic diplomacy.
Last July India signed an agreement with
the UAE for rupee settlement in exchange
for crude imports. Soon after Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC) made payments for the
purchase of a million barrels of crude oil
from Abu Dhabi National Oil Company
(ADNOC) in Rupee. By doing that it was
‘Bharat’ that was active, and not ‘India’,
because the change towards making Indian
currency in a proactive position in the inter-
national currency market, is essentially an
indigenous policy shift, ever since institut-
ing the concept of ease of doing business
by the Narendra Modi government in 2014.
This can be best explained as Bharatiyata
in pursuit of the Kautilyan lines of statecraft,
which the colonial rulers and the Mughal
rule over India had ignored. 
Earlier, India tried this with Russia. But the
effort did not succeed. It is because the
Indian Rupee is said not yet “fully convert-
ible”. The major reason, as reported in a
study of Indian exports from 2015 to 2021,
is the harsh reality that India’s share of glob-
al exports of goods has been only 1.77 per
cent. Incapability in exports is a factor that
diminishes the need for other countries to
hold Indian currency in reserves. Russia has
already been holding Rupees worth over
US$ 40 billion. 
Growth of low-tech SMEs in India com-
pared with China’s
Save the deal with the UAE, the idea of a
Rupee for oil has not materialised enough.
The West Asian states currently hold a less-
er amount of Rupee as their foreign
exchange, than Russia. A major reason is,
that India is not producing enough man-
ufactured goods in machines and tools and
household equipment, which can be export
worthy for generating faster revenue and
creating international demand for the
Rupee.
India needs to stress manufacturing low-
tech machines and tools, even as the
thrust for hi-tech manufacturing must keep
going. This is not only to compete with
China but also to create effective deterrence
to Chinese border dreams. According to a
study, the manufacturing sector in China
contributed over 42.6 per cent to the
country’s GDP in 2014. Over 140 million
SMEs function in China, producing 68 per
cent of goods of China’s total exports to
markets the world over. The SMEs in China
create 79 per cent of total national jobs and
contribute 60 per cent to the country’s GDP
till 2020. To promote the government
reduced the interest rates for SMEs and large
firms by 4.84 per cent and 5.06 per cent,
respectively, at 0.02 and 0.05 percentage
points compared to 2019. These also cre-
ate Chinese economic power enough to
influence the world order
A study by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) reports that China’s trade sur-
plus rose to US$ 218 in 2006, putting up an
eight per cent growth in the GDP. In H1 of
2023, China experienced lower demand
from external markets than in H2 of the
previous year, yet performed the best
among the major Asian countries. That
became possible due to continued demand
for its share of advanced manufacturing
products, namely, new energy vehicles
(NEVs), solar panels, and lithium batter-
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Ahead of the February 8
general elections, the pow-

erful Pakistan Army has
emerged as the “most trusted
institution” with 74 per cent
approval ratings in a survey in
which the election commission
is the least trusted among
eight institutions, according to
a media report on Friday.

Ipsos Pakistan carried out
the ‘Political Participation
Landscape of Pakistani Youth’
survey for Voice of America
(VOA) in January 2024. “The
sample size of the survey was
2,050 respondents. The target
respondents were people aged
18-34 from across the country,”
The News International news-
paper said. After the Pakistan
Army, the second most trust-
ed institution of the country is
the Supreme Court with an
approval rating of 58 per cent
while the media turned out to
be the third largest trusted
institution.

The powerful Pakistan
Army, which has ruled coup-
prone Pakistan for more than
half of its 75-plus years of exis-

tence, has hitherto wielded
considerable power in matters
of security and foreign policy.

Political parties’ approval
rating according to the respon-
dents is 50 per cent, the news-
paper said. Incidentally, there
was a division on whether the
media covers the issues that
really matter, a significant 2 in
5 think it doesn’t. “Males and
affluent are over-indexed in
this sentiment,” the report
said.

The participants of the
survey were asked whether
they think any organisation
can rig the general elections to
which, “2 in 3 young Pakistanis
responded that they believe in
the fairness of upcoming 2024
elections.” The participants of
the survey were asked whether
they believed that any foreign
or international influences can
positively or negatively affect
the performance of the
Pakistani government. “One in
3 participants believes that
there is ‘international influence’
on Pakistan,” the report said.

Further, a whopping 75 per
cent of the respondents (3 in 4)
believe that the next week’s

elections will steer the country
in the right direction and 2 in
3 respondents expect the elec-
tions will be free and fair.
“Moreover, 88 per cent believe
that their vote is important,”
the report said.

Only 54 per cent of youth
replied that they stay informed
about politics, candidates, and
their manifestos in their con-
stituency whereas only 29 per
cent say they support certain
politicians and political parties
and intend to participate in
their rallies and processions.

The respondents were
asked whether they would cast
their votes in the upcoming
general elections on February
8. Some 70 per cent claimed
they will. The survey further
reveals that from 2018 to 2024,
1 in 5 have switched their pre-
ferred party, 78 per cent
claimed they will vote for the
same party whereas 22 per cent
are intending to switch the pre-
ferred party.

The Ipsos survey further
revealed that 3 in 5 youngsters
in Pakistan think political lead-
ers do not understand their
issues or priorities. This senti-

ment is higher in females,
rural as well as in Islamabad.
For the Pakistani youth, TV,
social media, and word of
mouth are considered the most
preferred sources. As per the
survey, the female population
prefers TV more than males,
while males prefer social media
for news.

“Interestingly, among the
youth, WhatsApp is the most
used social media platform,
followed by Facebook. Twitter
is only 8 per cent. Social media
usage has significant gender
disparity,” the survey revealed.

When it comes to the
issues that matter, according to
the survey, economic issues
surpass all other issues in
salience, whereas education
and health are the biggest pri-
orities. Inflation, according to
70 per cent of participants, is
the main national issue fol-
lowed by poverty 59 per cent.

The survey further shows
that the highest importance is
given to health & education in
responses by the youth where-
as the military interference in
politics is of least importance,
the survey findings added. 
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Former Pakistan Prime
Minister Yusuf Raza Gilani

has said that ex-US Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice had
shared her apprehensions with
his government that Osama bin
Laden was hiding in the coun-
try much before American
commandos killed the dread-
ed al Qaeda leader in
Abbottabad in 2011. Gilani
served as Pakistan’s prime min-
ister from 2008 till 2012. 

Rice visited Pakistan four
times while she was in office.
She met Gilani in the first week
of December 2008 when she
made a surprise visit to
Islamabad after holding talks in
New Delhi soon after the
Mumbai terror attacks in 2008.
“Condoleezza Rice had visited
Pakistan and her apprehensions
were that he (bin Laden) was in
Pakistan,” Gilani told Geo
News in an interview on
Thursday, ahead of the gener-
al elections in Pakistan on
February 8.

When asked how he
responded to Rice’s informa-

tion, Gilani said: “When she
shared that, I said it was disin-
formation.”

Osama bin Laden, one of
the world’s most notorious ter-
rorist leaders, was killed by US
Navy Seals in a stealth opera-
tion on May 2, 2011. The 54-
year-old Saudi-born militant
leader was hiding in the
Pakistani garrison city of
Abbottabad in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.

Rice, 69, is an American
educator and politician, who
served as the national security
adviser (2001–05) and secre-
tary of state (2005–09) to US
President George W. Bush. She
is the current director of the
Hoover Institution at Stanford
University.

Gilani, 71, served as the
18th prime minister of
Pakistan. He is a veteran leader
of the Pakistan Peoples Party
and was elected as a Senator in
2021. 

On whether it was a shock
when bin Laden was found in
the Pakistani garrison city of
Abbottabad, Gilani said that it

was an intelligence failure of the
world. Responding to a ques-
tion whether he thought it was
American intelligence that was
conveyed to him via Rice,
Gilani said: “If they had any
evidence they should have
given it to us. We would have
helped them because we were
against terrorism and we were
fighting a war against terrorism
and lost many precious lives of
military men and civilians who
were martyred and we also lost
billions of dollars.”

Gilani was asked about his
speech in Pakistan’s National
Assembly, questioning bin
Laden’s presence in Pakistan.
He answered that Pakistan’s
motive was to stop the interna-
tional media because bin Laden
was not a Pakistani citizen and
came from abroad. 

Responding to a question
if he was given a complete pic-
ture by the ISI (spy agency)
regarding bin Laden or if the
entire story was not shared with
him, Gilani responded that he
“used to get briefings and they
were very clear.”
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Days ahead of the February
8 general elections in

Pakistan, jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan on Friday
claimed had he not challenged
the US might, no premier in
Pakistan could have dared to
withstand such blatant foreign
interference in its internal mat-
ters in the future.

Khan, currently lodged at
the high-security Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi, took to X to
explain why he was ‘punished’
in several concocted cases and
also urged the people to use the
weapon of vote in the  elections
to overthrow the “crooks.”

Khan, 71, handed down
10- and 14-years imprison-
ment for revealing the state
secrets and selling state gifting,
respectively, has been impris-
oned since August last year. His
party symbol, the cricket bat,
has been snatched away, his
and his party leaders’ nomina-
tion papers have been rejected
and earlier this week, one of his
party leaders was killed in
poll-related violence. It is
believed that his X handle is
being used by his relatives to
post messages on behalf of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
(PTI) founder.

“When the cipher case
emerged, I warned that unless
we dealt with it decisively, no
Prime Minister in the future
would be able to withstand
such blatant foreign interfer-
ence in Pakistan’s internal mat-
ters. General Musharraf also
surrendered to the US’ threats
of ‘bombing Pakistan into
Stone Age,’” he said.

Khan further said the
unfolding of the Toshakhana,
Cipher, and Iddat cases only
highlights their “frivolous,
baseless, and politically moti-
vated” nature.

“But to appease their mas-
ters, who orchestrated the
regime change operation, I
was deprived of my legal right
of cross-examining the witness
or presenting my witnesses, as
the handlers knew that it would
unmask another great betray-
al in our political history just
like that of Mir Jaffer of Bengal,”
he said. He was referring to an
18th century Bengal ruler (in
undivided India), who ditched

his Mughal master to join
hands with the British to con-
solidate his position. The PTI
leader said he led his life with
impeccable financial integrity
and credibility with the people
of Pakistan donating billions of
rupees for his philanthropic
projects. “Therefore, the
Toshakhana case was concoct-

ed because no evidence of
financial corruption against
me could be found,” he said.
“Even during the sham trial,
when they sensed that the trial
would conclude in absolving
me, they deprived me of my
fundamental right to cross-
examination.

Meanwhile, the iddat case

has been expedited only
because they want to create a
narrative against my dream of
establishing Pakistan on the
principles of Riasat-e Madinah.
Therefore, they are concluding
it in haste without an iota of
fairness in the trial just to
announce me guilty,” Khan
alleged. Urging people of the
country, he said: “You must
know that all of these cases
have no legal basis; they are
part of an ongoing political cir-
cus in the country for the past
22 months. The hasty manner
in which all these cases are
being concluded is for only one
purpose, which is to demoralise
the voters, especially the youth.”

“But, you must not be dis-
heartened, as Allah is the ulti-
mate planner. Our most pow-
erful and meaningful weapon
is that of our vote, and we must
wield it to overthrow crooks
who have been imposed upon
us,” he concluded his longish X
post.
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The organisational elections
of jailed former Pakistan

prime minister Imran Khan’s
party were postponed due to
an “unfortunate security situ-
ation created by the adminis-
tration” and concerns raised
by members, an official state-
ment said on Friday.

With the country’s gener-
al elections barely a week
away, the 71-year-old former
cricketer-turned-politician’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party had on Thursday
announced fresh intra-party
polls on February 5. The party
Chairman, Gohar Khan,
announced the postponement
of the organisational elec-
tions on the former prime
minister’s directives, asserting
that the organisational polls
can divert attention from next
week’s general elections, Geo
News reported.

“Intra-party elections can
divert the attention of candi-
dates and voters from the

general elections,” the report
quoted the PTI chief. In a
notification issued on Friday,
the party said that its internal
polls would take place after
the general elections, the
Dawn newspaper reported.

It said that the intra-party
elections were rescheduled
due to the “unfortunate secu-
rity situation created by the
administration” and concerns
raised by members. This
comes after police and secu-
rity officials in plainclothes
reportedly raided and took
control of the party’s central
secretariat on Thursday and
stopped members from enter-
ing the premises.

“At the time of holding the
general body meeting of the
PTI on January 31, the desig-
nated venue of the party
where the meetings were set to
take place and the entry of
participants were unlawfully
blocked by the administration,
including sealing of the
Islamabad office, thus forcing
us to search for and confirm

alternate places and seek legal
remedies,” the statement said.
“While we are ready for hold-
ing intra-party elections on
the basis of secret ballot
through digital balloting, the
arrangements for availability
of alternate venues require
additional time,” the report
said, citing the statement.

It said that the holding of
intra-party elections needs to
be rescheduled, “taking cogni-
sance of the security situation
created by the administra-
tion” and the requests from its
members who said they were
unable to find time to partic-
ipate in the internal elections
due to preparations for the
February 8 general elections.
“They will now take place
after the national elections on
a date within the mandate and
timeframe approved by the
general body meeting. The
amended schedule will be
duly announced by the office
of the Federal Election
Commission shortly,” it  
said.
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Islamabad (PTI): Taking a
swipe at Nawaz Sharif, PPP
chief Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
has said that “giving an impres-
sion” of pre-decided results of
the upcoming general elections
is “an insult to the people” of
Pakistan, as he criticised the
three-time former prime minis-
ter of “not campaigning enough”.
The 35-year-old Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman
Bhutto-Zardari, who was nom-
inated as the party’s official
prime ministerial candidate last
month, made the comments in
a podcast interview. “Even if
that’s not true, just giving that
impression is an insult to the
people. […] Sure, you have
been the prime minister three
times [but] tell us what you want
to do,” the former foreign min-
ister said, referring to the PML-
N supremo Sharif. Bhutto-
Zardari also criticised the 73-
year-old former prime minister
for “not campaigning” enough,
saying it affected the legitimacy
of the general elections.
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As authorities in Pakistan
scrambled to keep peace

ahead of next week’s general
elections, the country’s restive
Balochistan province was rattled
with at least 10 bomb and
grenade attacks on Thursday,
resulting in the death of one per-
son. Several police stations and
deputy commissioners’ offices
were targeted in the attacks in
which six persons, including a
police officer and a jail warden,
were injured, the Dawn newspa-
per reported. Pakistan will go to
polls on February 8.

“At least 10 bomb and
grenade attacks happened
across Balochistan, including
provincial capital Quetta,” the
senior official told the paper. A
bomb, placed along a footpath
on the China-Pakistan
Economic Cooperation (CPEC)
road in the Spinny area of
Quetta, went off, killing a
passerby, according to Quetta
SSP (operations) Jawad Tariq.
The intensity of the blast rocked

several areas of the provincial
capital, according to officials.
The police cordoned off the area
and shifted the body to Civil
Hospital. Hospital officials said
the victim’s body was mutilated
due to his proximity to the
bomb at the time of the blast.
The deceased was identified as
an 84-year-old man. SSP Tariq
added that around 8kg of explo-
sive was used in the improvised
explosive device.

The target of the bomb
was unknown as there was no
election campaign-related event
scheduled within the vicinity,
the SSP said, adding that secu-
rity was already on high alert
due to the upcoming elections.
In another attack near Quetta’s
outskirts, an assistant sub-
inspector Ghulam Raza, was
injured. Unknown attackers
hurled a hand grenade at the
Shalkot police station, which
exploded in the courtyard. The
attack damaged the station’s
building and some vehicles in
the parking area. The injured
police officer was admitted to

the Civil Hospital. In Mastung,
the central prison was attacked
by hand grenades, which
exploded inside the jail, result-
ing in damage to the building.
The jail warden was injured in
the attack.

In the attacks in Quetta,
Khuzdar and Turbat, the offices
of Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N) and National
Party, and a joint office of
Balochistan National Party
Mengal (BNP-M) and Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F)
were targeted with grenades. 
However, no loss of life was
reported. The offices of deputy
commissioners in Dhadar and
Panjgur were also targeted with
hand grenades. One person was
injured in another grenade
attack on the house of the
Kachhi deputy commissioner.

In a blast in the Turbat mar-
ket area, one person was injured
while a grenade was also lobbed
at police and Frontier Corps
(FC) posts, but no casualty was
reported, according to the Dawn
report.
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Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)
(AP):| Malaysia’s Pardons
Board said Friday it has
reduced ex-Prime Minister
Najib Razak’s 12-year jail sen-
tence by half and sharply cut
the fine imposed after he was
convicted in a corruption case
linked to the theft of billions of
dollars from state coffers.

With the sentence com-
muted, Najib will be freed by
August 23, 2028, the board said
in a statement. The board also
cut Najib’s 210 million ringgit
(USD 44.5 million) fine to 50
million ringgit. It is unclear if
Najib is still eligible for addi-
tional time off for good behav-
iour. If so, he could be out as
early as August 2026.

Despite his conviction,
Najib is still influential in his
party, the United Malays
National Organisation, which

is now a member of Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s unity
government that took power
after 2022 general elections.

The Pardons Board didn’t
explain why it commuted
Najib’s sentence, nor why it
waited until Friday to
announce it. The board isn’t
required to give any grounds
for its action, but calls are
mounting for it to explain the
move. 

The board said it consid-
ered Najib’s application for a
royal pardon at its meeting
Monday and decided instead to
reduce his sentence and fine
after considering advice and
opinions. 

The meeting was chaired
by the country’s then-king,
Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad
Shah, who is from Najib’s home
state of Pahang. 
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Hamas officials said on
Friday that the group is

studying a proposed cease-fire
deal that would include pro-
longed pauses in fighting in
Gaza and swaps of Israeli
hostages for Palestinian prison-
ers, but at the same time
appeared to rule out some of its
key components.

Osama Hamdan, a senior
Hamas official in Beirut, said
the group remains committed
to its initial demands for a per-
manent cease-fire.  Hamdan
also said the group seeks the
release of thousands of
Palestinian prisoners being
held for acts related to the con-
flict with Israel, including those
serving life sentences. He men-
tioned two by name, including
Marwan Barghouti, a popular
Palestinian uprising leader seen
as a unifying figure. Hamdan’s

comments on the prisoners
were the most detailed
demands yet to be raised by the
group in public.

The insistence on large-
scale prisoner releases and on
an end to the fighting in Gaza
put the group at odds with the
multi-stage proposal that offi-
cials from Egypt, Israel, Qatar
and the United States put forth
this week. The proposal does
not include a permanent cease-
fire.

“There is no way that this
will be acceptable by the resis-
tance,” Hamdan told Lebanon’s
LBC TV on Friday, referring to
proposed successive pauses in
fighting. Israeli leaders have
said they will keep fighting
until Hamas is crushed, even
while agreeing to long pauses
that are accompanied by the
release of hostages. Hamas and
other militants captured about
250 hostages during their dead-

ly October 7 attack on south-
ern Israel that triggered the war.
They continue to hold dozens
of captives, after more than 100
were released during a one-
week truce in November, in
exchange for 240 Palestinian
prisoners.

Since Israel’s offensive
began, more than 27,000
Palestinians have been killed
and 66,000 wounded, accord-
ing to the Health Ministry in
the Hamas-run territory. The
conflict has also left vast swaths
of the tiny coastal enclave lev-
elled, displaced 85 per cent of
its population and pushed a
quarter of residents to starva-
tion.

In his remarks, Hamdan
also said Hamas wants to free
Palestinian prisoners of all fac-
tions — not just those affiliat-
ed with the militant group. In
addition to Barghouti, he
named Ahmed Saadat, the

head of the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine, a
small PLO faction.

The prisoner release is a
“national cause, not only for
Hamas,” he said.

Both Barghouti and Saadat
were convicted of involvement
in fatal attacks during the sec-
ond Palestinian uprising
against Israel’s occupation a
generation ago.

Alluding to additional
points of dispute, Hamdan also
said that Israel is carving out a
buffer zone on the Gaza side of
the border. Israel has not
acknowledged such plans offi-
cially, but satellite photos show
new demolition along a 1-
kilometre-wide path along the
border between Israel and the
enclave.

As the war nears the four-
month mark, fighting contin-
ued in the southern city of
Khan Younis. The Israeli mil-

itary said on Friday that its
efforts focused on fighters,
weapons and infrastructure in
the city, a key target of Israel’s
ground offensive in recent
weeks.

Tens of thousands of resi-
dents of Khan Younis and sur-
rounding areas have fled south
to the town of Rafah, on the
border with Egypt, which the
United Nations said on Friday
is becoming a “pressure cook-
er of despair.”

“We fear for what comes
next,” said Jens Laerke,
spokesman for the UN Office
for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs. “It’s like
every week we think, you know,
it can’t get any worse. Well, go
figure. It gets worse.” Hamdan’s
remarks reaffirmed statements
from other Hamas officials,
including the group’s top polit-
ical leader Ismail Haniyeh,
who said on Tuesday that the

group was studying the terms
but remained committed to
seeking the “full withdrawal” of
Israeli forces from Gaza and
steps toward a long-term cease-
fire.

Another Hamas official
said on Friday that the group
would answer “very soon” and
ask for several unspecified
changes. He refused to give any
details on what they’re seeking
or how many hostages would
be released in return for how
many prisoners.

The multi-stage proposal
on the table was drafted by offi-
cials from the United States,
Israel, Qatar and Egypt. Qatar
and Egypt have been serving as
mediators between Israel and
Hamas.

A senior Egyptian official
familiar with the discussions on
Friday described the proposal,
which he said Hamas had sent
positive signals about. 
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Washington (AP): The US
has bolstered defences at a
base in Jordan that was
attacked by Iran-backed mili-
tants as it prepares for a wider
US response to a drone attack
that killed three service mem-
bers, a US official said on
Friday.  Even as a larger US mil-
itary response seemed immi-
nent, some Iran-backed fac-
tions pledged to continue to
attack US forces in the region.
In a statement released on
Friday, one of Iraq’s strongest
Iran-backed militias, Harakat
al-Nujaba, announced its plans
to continue military opera-
tions against US troops, despite
other allied factions having
called off their attacks in the
wake of a Sunday drone strike
that killed three US service
members in Jordan.

While previous US
responses have been more lim-
ited, the attack on Tower 22, as
the Jordan outpost is known,
and the deaths of the three ser-

vice members has crossed a
line, the official said. The base
was struck by an Iranian-made
drone fired from Iraq, the offi-
cial said. In the days since the
attack, the US has bolstered the
defences around Tower 22,
which houses about 350 US
troops and sits near the demil-
itarised zone on the border
between Jordan and Syria. The
Iraqi border is only 6 miles (10
kilometers) away. In response,
the US is weighing response
options to include striking
militia leaders. The US options
under consideration include
targets in Syria, Yemen and
Iraq, where the Iranian-made
drone that killed the service
members was fired from, the
official said. The US has
blamed the Jordan attack on the
Islamic Resistance in Iraq, a
coalition of Iranian-backed
militias. On Thursday Defence
Secretary Lloyd Austin indicat-
ed that the US response against
the militias would widen.
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Political developments in Jharkhand
in the past few days figured in the

Rajya Sabha on Friday with opposition
parties led by the Congress staging a
walk out.  The party claimed Jharkhand
governor did not make interim arrange-
ments for governance in the state after
JMM leader Hemant Soren resigned as
chief minister.
Leader of the Opposition in the House
and Congress president Mallikharjun
Kharge drew parallels with the happen-
ings in neighbouring Bihar just a week
back when Nitish Kumar had resigned

as chief minister, his resignation being
immediately accepted, he being asked
to continue till a new government was
formed and again being sworn-in as the
chief minister, all in a matter of 12
hours.
But in Jharkhand, when Soren resigned
on Wednesday, no interim arrangement
was made, he said.
After Soren's resignation, the name of
his successor with signatures of 43 sup-
porting MLAs in a 81-member assem-
bly was given, Kharge said and added
that four other MLAs, who were sup-
porting such a transfer, were outside the
state and could not give their signatures.

(�*�

 ��
����
 ��+
�� ��
������

The government on Friday informed
Parliament seven incidents of hijack-

ing of vessels on high seas by pirates have
been reported during the last three years.
One hijacking incident of merchant ves-

sel  Lila Norfolk. 21 crew were present
including 15 Indian nationals onboard on
January 04-05 this year. Further, two hijack-
ing incidents occurred involving Fishing
Vessel – Iman (January 28) and Fishing
Vessel - AI Naeemi (January 29) which did
not have any Indian crew onboard.
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The latest data on cancer bur-
dens, as reported by the

World Health Organization
(WHO), paints a somber picture
as India with over 14.1 lakh new
cancer cases and more than 9.1
lakh deaths, with breast cancer
emerging as the leading cause in
India.  Globally, 2 crore new can-
cer cases and 97 lakh deaths were
estimated.  But what is more
worrying, as revealed in the
WHO's International Agency
for Research on Cancer (IARC)
survey from 115 countries is that
a majority of them have failed to
adequately fund essential cancer
and palliative care services, cru-
cial components of universal
health coverage (UHC).
The gap is likely to take a toll on
the families as well as the health
infrastructure given that 35 mil-
lion new cancer cases are pre-

dicted by 2050, a 77 per cent
increase from 2022, adding a
concerning dimension to the
future trajectory of cancer's
prevalence on a global scale.
This exposes a global gap in pri-
oritizing these critical healthcare
needs and calls for an action,
urging comprehensive global
strategies to address the multi-
faceted challenges posed by the
escalating cancer crisis.
The report delves into the gen-
der-specific prevalence of can-
cers, highlighting lip, oral cavi-
ty, and lung cancers as the most
common among men, while
breast and cervix cancers dom-
inate among women. Notably,
the International Agency for
Research on Cancer (IARC)
emphasizes the need for global
efforts in cancer prevention,
early detection, and improved
healthcare, recognizing the
evolving risk factors and socioe-

conomic influences.Gender wise,
in men, cancers of lip, oral cav-
ity and lung were the most com-
mon ones, accounting for 15.6
and 8.5 per cent of the new cases,
respectively, whereas, cancers
of breast and cervix were the
most frequent ones in women,
making up close to 27 and 18 per
cent of the new cases, the IARC
WHO's cancer agency has esti-
mated.
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Economic Affairs Secretary
Ajay Seth on Friday said
Budget proposals are

non-inflationary and will help
achieve 7 per cent-plus growth
rate for the fourth year in a row
in 2024-25. 
Although there are external
risks arising from geo-political
tensions, "the growth rate of
about 7 per cent next year is
eminently doable," Seth told
PTI in a post-Budget interview
with PTI.
Having contracted 5.8 per cent
in 2020-21, the Indian econo-
my recorded a growth rate of
9.1 per cent in the following
year. The Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth rate
was 7.2 per cent in 2022-23 and
is estimated to inch up mar-
ginally to 7.3 per cent in the
current financial year.
The interim Budget 2024-25
projected a nominal GDP

growth 10.5 per cent against
the 11 per cent for the current
fiscal.
The nominal GDP for BE
2024-25 has been projected at
Rs 3,27,71,808 crore, assuming
10.5 per cent growth over the
estimated nominal GDP of Rs
2,96,57,745 crore, as per the
First Advance Estimates of
FY24.
"The estimates, which we have
assumed are 10.5 per cent,
and which we feel is a realistic
estimate of normal growth rate
for the next year," Seth said.
As far as the current fiscal is
concerned, he said, the econo-
my is doing very well and the
policies, the fiscal stance, as
well as the emphasis on capi-
tal expenditure will have much
higher multiplier effect and
generate employment.
The government has hiked
capital expenditure (capex) by
11.1 per cent to Rs 11.11 lakh
crore for the next financial year

from Rs 9.5 lakh crore esti-
mated for the current financial
year. He said the government
has taken prudent measures to

keep the total expenditure
under check.
The size of Budget 2024-25 has
increased 6.1 per cent to Rs

47.66 lakh crore as against the
Revised Estimate of the total
expenditure is Rs 44.90 lakh
crore for the current financial

year.
With regard to fiscal deficit,
Seth said it is 10 basis points
less than the 5.9 projected ear-
lier this financial year.
As far as the next year is con-
cerned, "the government is
adhering to the fiscal consoli-
dation path announced by the
Finance Minister three years
ago... Now moving forward
we see fiscal deficit to be mod-
erating to 5.1 per cent (FY25)".
Tax buoyancy and realistic
estimate of expenditure will
help meet the realistic target of
fiscal deficit of 5.1 per cent of
GDP, he said.
"If you recall the numbers, the
nominal growth rate assump-
tion is 10.5 per cent while the
growth rate in taxes is 11.5 per
cent. The second one is a real-
istic estimate of the expendi-
ture. At the same time, the
economy doing well also helps
(in achieving 5.1 per cent)," he
said.
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India's forex reserves
increased USD 591 million to

USD 616.733 billion for the
week ended January 26, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
said on Friday. 
In the previous reporting week,
the overall reserves had
dropped USD 2.795 billion to
USD 616.143 billion.
The country's forex kitty had
reached an all-time high of
USD 645 billion in October
2021. The reserves took a hit as
the central bank deployed the
kitty to defend the rupee amid
pressures caused majorly by
global developments since last
year.
For the week ended January 26,
the foreign currency assets, a
major component of the
reserves, increased USD 289
million to USD 546.144 billion,
the data said.
Expressed in dollar terms, the
foreign currency assets include

the effect of appreciation or
depreciation of non-US units
like the euro, pound, and yen
held in the foreign exchange
reserves.
Gold reserves increased USD
269 million to USD 47.481 bil-
lion during the week, the RBI
said.
The Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) were up USD 27 mil-
lion to USD 18.248 billion, the
apex bank said.
India's reserve position with the
IMF was up USD 6 million to
USD 4.86 billion in the report-
ing week, the RBI's data
showed.
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Tourists visiting Paris'
Eiffel Tower will now be

able to book their trip to the
iconic monument using
India's Unified Payment
Interface, the National
Payments Corporation of
India (NPCI) said on Friday.
The NPCI said its arm
NPCI International
Payments (NIPL) has tied
up with French e-com-
merce and proximity pay-
ments Lyra, which will help
ensure that the UPI pay-
ment mechanism is accept-
ed in the European coun-
try, starting with the Eiffel
Tower.
"Indian tourists can now
book their visit to the Eiffel
Tower by purchasing tickets
online using UPI (Unified
Payment Interface), making
the transaction process
quick, easy, and hassle-free,"
an official statement said.
The announcement was
made in Paris at an event
organised by the Indian
Embassy in France to cele-
brate India's Republic Day,
it added.
At present, Indian tourists
rank as the second largest
group of international visi-
tors to the Eiffel Tower, it
said. Indian tourists can

simply scan a QR code gen-
erated on the merchant's
website and initiate a pay-
ment.
Eiffel Tower is the first mer-
chant to offer UPI pay-
ments in France, and the
service will soon be extend-
ed to other merchants in the
tourism and retail space
across France and Europe.
NIPL's chief executive
Ritesh Shukla said the enti-
ty aspires to enable accep-
tance of NPCI's payment
solutions in international
markets to create an inter-
operable global payment
system.
"We aim at actively collab-
orating with financial insti-
tutions worldwide to estab-
lish partnerships and pro-
vide consumers with con-
venient and secure cross-
border payment solutions,"
Shukla said.
Lyra France's commercial
director Christophe
Mariette said the company
has been present in India for
17 years.
"For the players in the
French and European
tourism ecosystem, this
partnership represents a
major advancement and the
promise of new business
opportunities to come," he
said.
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi on Friday proposed

revamping the nominations
framework in a bid to reduce
unclaimed assets in the secu-
rities market as well as
smoothen the process for
claiming the assets by surviv-
ing successors of the deceased
investors. 
The regulator proposed revi-
sions to nomination facilities
for securities such as shares,
bonds, units of REITs (Real
Estate Investment Trusts),
InvITs (Infrastructure

Investment Trusts), AIFs
(Alternative Investment Funds)
and other securities held in
dematerialized form and for
units of mutual fund schemes
that are expressed in a state-
ment of account. This will
address the objective of pro-
viding convenience to
investors.Such revamped nom-
ination facilities will operate
without affecting the prevalent
systems of law governing trans-
mission and succession -- rule
of survivorship in case of joint
holdings, when a person has
died leaving a Will; and when
a person has died without it.
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The Reserve Bank of India
on Friday cautioned the

public against fraud in the
name of KYC updation and
advised not to share docu-
ments with unknown entities. 
In the wake of continuing inci-
dents and reports of customers
falling prey to frauds being per-
petrated in the name of KYC

updation, RBI urged the mem-
bers of the public to exercise
caution and due care to prevent
loss and safeguard themselves
from such malicious practices. 
In past also the central bank
has cautioned the public
regarding such frauds.
"Do not share KYC documents
or copies of KYC documents
with unknown or unidentified
individuals or organizations," it

said. 
Also, do not share account
login credentials, card infor-
mation, PINs, passwords, OTPs
with anyone, the RBI added. 
"The modus operandi for such
frauds usually involves cus-
tomers receiving unsolicited
communications, including
phone calls/SMS/emails,
through which they are manip-
ulated into revealing personal

information, account/login
details, or installing unautho-
rised or unverified apps
through links provided in the
messages," it said.
RBI further said such commu-
nications often employ tactics
of creating a false urgency and
threatening of account freez-
ing/blocking/closure, if the
customer fails to comply. 
"When customers share essen-

tial personal or login details,
fraudsters gain unauthorized
access to their accounts and
engage in fraudulent activities,"
it added.
On what should be done in the
event of receiving any request
for KYC updation, RBI said
directly contact their
bank/financial institution for
confirmation/ assistance.
"Obtain contact number/ cus-

tomer care phone number of
the bank/ financial institution
only through its official web-
site/ sources," the central bank
said.One should also inform
the bank/ financial institution
immediately in case of any
cyber fraud incident.
It also cautioned the public
against clicking on suspicious
or unverified links received in
mobile or email.
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Benchmark equity indices
bounced back sharply on

Friday, with the Nifty hitting its
lifetime peak in intra-day trade,
tracking a rally in global mar-
kets along with buying in
Reliance Industries, Infosys
and Tata Consultancy Services.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 440.33 points or 0.61
per cent to settle at 72,085.63.
During the day, it jumped
1,444.1 points or 2 per cent to
73,089.40.
The Nifty went up by 156.35
points or 0.72 per cent to
21,853.80. During the day, the
benchmark soared 429.35
points or 1.97 per cent to
reach its lifetime peak of
22,126.80.
Among the Sensex firms,
Power Grid, NTPC, Tata Steel,
Tata Consultancy Services,
JSW Steel, Wipro, Infosys, Tech
Mahindra, Reliance Industries
and Bajaj Finance were the
major gainers.
Axis Bank, HDFC Bank,
Hindustan Unilever, Larsen &
Toubro and ITC were among
the laggards.
"A conservative interim budget
had no slowdown effect on the
market, which continued to
grow on the pre-election rally.
The drastic fall in the fiscal
deficit target is leading to a

reduction in bond yields,
which will lead to lowering of
corporate borrowing costs,
increasing incentives to step up
investment," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services.
In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge jumped
0.80 per cent and smallcap
index climbed 0.49 per cent.
Among the indices, oil & gas
jumped 4.22 per cent, energy
went up by 3.44 per cent,
metal (2.95 per cent), 
services (2.22 per cent), utili-
ties (2.18 per cent), IT (2.17 per
cent) and power (1.81 per
cent).
Financial Services, FMCG,
telecommunication and
bankex were the laggards.
On the weekly basis, the BSE
benchmark jumped 1,384.96
points or 1.95 per cent, and the
Nifty climbed 501.2 points or
2.34 per cent.
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Shares of One97
Communications Ltd,

which owns Paytm brand,
slumped another 20 per cent
on Friday, as the RBI has
directed Paytm Payments Bank
Ltd (PPBL) to stop accepting
deposits or top-ups in any
customer accounts, wallets,
FASTags and other instru-
ments after February 29.
The stock tanked 20 per cent
to Rs 487.05 -- its lowest trad-
ing permissible limit for the
day -- at the BSE.
On the NSE, it tumbled 20 per
cent to hit the lower circuit
limit of Rs 487.20.
Shares of One97
Communications plummeted
20 per cent on Thursday as
well.In two days, the company's
market capitalisation (mcap)
eroded by Rs 17,378.41 crore to
Rs 30,931.59 crore. Fintech
firm Paytm sees an impact of
Rs 300-500 crore on its annu-
al operational profit, as its cus-
tomers will not be able to add
money to their wallets,
FASTags etc as RBI barred
Paytm Payments Bank from
accepting deposits or top-ups
in any customer account.
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Gold prices appreciated Rs
200 to Rs 63,650 per 10

grams in the national capital on
Friday amid strong cues in
global markets, according to
HDFC Securities.
The precious metal had closed
at Rs 63,450 per 10 grams in
the previous trade.
Silver also rallied Rs 400 to Rs
76,500 per kilogram, while it
had ended at Rs 76,100 per kg
in the previous close.
"Spot gold prices (24 carats) in
the Delhi markets are trading
at Rs 63,650 per 10 grams, up
Rs 200, taking cues from the
overseas markets," Saumil
Gandhi, senior analyst of com-

modities at HDFC Securities,
said.In the international mar-
kets, spot gold at Comex was
trading higher at USD 2,054
per ounce, up USD 10 from the
previous close.
Traders are looking for US
non-farm payrolls data to be
released on Friday, which could
offer more cues on the macro
front for the US Fed's monetary
policy outlook, Gandhi added.
Also, silver was quoting with
gains at USD 23.15 per ounce.
Gold prices stayed positive
this week on the back of
Middle East tensions and
uncertainty over US Fed's
monetary policy interest rate,
Jateen Trivedi, VP Research
Analyst at LKP Securities, said.
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Shares of Reliance Industries
were in heavy demand on

Friday, climbing over 2 per
cent, adding Rs 41,860.54 crore
to its market valuation.
The stock of the country's
most valued firm went up 2.18
per cent to settle at Rs 2,914.75
on the BSE. 
During the day, shares of the
company jumped 3.40 per cent
to hit its all-time high of Rs
2,949.90. At the NSE, it climbed
2 per cent to Rs 2,913. The
market valuation jumped Rs
41,860.54 crore to Rs
19,72,028.45 crore. With this,
it has come within the striking
distance of reaching the Rs 20
lakh crore-mark in market
capitalisation (mcap). Rally in
the stock was instrumental in
markets recovery on Friday.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 440.33 points, or 0.61
per cent, to settle at 72,085.63.
In traded volume terms, 6.54
lakh shares of it were traded at
the BSE, and over 98.26 lakh
shares at the NSE during day.
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Edtech major Think and
Learn Pvt Ltd, which oper-

ates under the brand name
BYJU'S, on Friday said
investors have no voting rights
on the CEO or management
change as per the shareholder's
agreement.
At least six BYJU's investors
have called for an
Extraordinary General Meeting
(EGM) to address issues at the
edtech major and oust founders
from having control over the
firm.
"Think & Learn Pvt Ltd has
noted with sorrow, statements
from a select few investors
calling for an EGM to replace
founder and group CEO Byju
Raveendran. Under these
unfortunate circumstances, we
would emphasise that the
shareholder's agreement does
not give them the right to vote
on CEO or management
change," the company said in a
statement.
The investors led by Dutch
investment firm Prosus in the
EGM notice requested the res-
olution of the outstanding gov-
ernance, financial mismanage-
ment and compliance issues
and the reconstitution of the
Board of Directors.
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The income tax department
will "erase" petty tax

demands pending against
about 80 lakh taxpayers on its
own and issue a "speaking
order" explaining the process to
be followed, CBDT chairman
Nitin Gupta said Friday, a day
after the measure was proposed
in the interim Budget.
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had on
Thursday declared the gov-
ernment's proposal to with-
draw outstanding direct tax
demands up to Rs 25,000 till
2009-10 fiscal and up to Rs
10,000 for financial years 2010-
11 to 2014-15.
This was being done, she said,
as part of an effort to improve
ease of living and ease of doing
business for citizens. The
finance minister added that
there were "a large number" of
petty, non-verified, non-rec-
onciled or disputed direct tax
demands, many of them dating
as far back as the year 1962,
which continue to remain on
the books, causing anxiety to
honest taxpayers and hindering
refunds of subsequent years.

"We will erase these demands,
we will extinguish such a
demand from the records of
the tax department. The tax-
payer does not have to do
anything and we will not be
getting in touch with them
(taxpayer) at all." 
"This process will not be
adverse to the assessee," Gupta
told PTI in a post-Budget
interview.
However, he said, such
demands will be put on the e-
filing portal of the individual
taxpayers so that they can also
have a look and if there is any
issue, the department will
resolve it, the top tax depart-
ment officer said.
The Central Board of Direct

Taxes (CBDT) is the adminis-
trative authority for the I-T
department.
Gupta added, "If the taxpayer
has an issue with regard to
these demand cases like recti-
fication or there could be a case
where appeal effect has not
been given or a refund issue is
pending, then it will be taken
care of." "We will come out with
a speaking order that will
explain everything...," he said.
About 80 lakh taxpayers will

benefit from this measure and
the amount involved here is
about Rs 3,500 crore, the
CBDT chief said. He said only
the base figure of the demand
(Rs 25,000 and Rs 10,000) will
be the "deciding factor" for
such cases and not the interest
amount riding on the basic
demand over the years.
"This is basically a measure to
give relief to the taxpayers
where there were mismatch-
es...Like the taxpayer claiming
that he has paid the tax but we
(I-T department) don't have
the records and even the tax-
payer may not have the records
and hence grievances came
up," Gupta said.
Due to this, the entire process
of issuing refunds is getting
slowed down.  The income tax
department is a very old organ-
isation and earlier the process-
es were paper-based and grad-
ually it embraced technology
and hence issues came up
when the records were being
digitised, he said.
"The government has now
taken a call that smaller
demands can be extinguished
so that these do not come up
on a recurring basis,” he said.
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The Indian women’s hock-
ey team’s woeful penalty
corner conversion rate is

due to the lack of drag flickers
in the side, according to chief
coach Janneke Schopman, who
stressed on the need to have a
more effective talent develop-
ment programme in the coun-
try.
Penalty corner conversion has
been a thorn in the flesh for the
Indian women’s team of late.
The inability to convert was
one of the reasons the side
struggled at last month’s
Olympic Qualifiers, eventually
missing the bus for the Paris
Games. 
“We need potentially more
depth in our penalty corner.
That is a concern in women’s
hockey in India,” Schopman
said on the eve of India’s FIH
Pro League match against
China.

“If you look at any other
country in the top 10, they
have 5-6 drag flickers and we
do not. So there’s work that
needs to be happening in talent
development.”
Schopman said while the team
is still hurting after its shocking
failure to qualify for the
Olympics, it is time to look
ahead and make the most of
the opportunities the Pro
League will provide. 
“As a team we are hurting still,
it has been a tough two weeks.
We have done a lot of talking
and thinking about what
happened and why it
happened. We want to show
that we are a good team and we
can play against good teams as
well.
“We won’t get the Olympics
back but we can only move
forward and that is our plan
here, to move forward, to play
to our strengths, and to show
that we can play well.”

Schopman said she was happy
with the way the side played in
the Olympic qualifier despite
finishing fourth. 
“The hockey they played there
we created a lot of
opportunities to score goals
but we didn’t (score). I believe
we can play dominating
hockey. We want to be a good
team here and we want to score
goals. 
“In the last the six months, in
the Asian Games, I wasn’t
happy with our team
performance there, I was
happy with the performance at
the Olympic qualifiers.”
Schopman rued the lack of
fixtures last year. 
“I have said this before...
Unfortunately, in the last year
we haven’t played very many
matches that mattered to be
completely honest. We were
not in the Pro League. From
January to September we
maybe played four official

matches. In Pro League you
play 16.”
India will take on reigning
Asian Games Champions
China in their first game,
followed by a clash with the
Netherlands on Sunday. They
will face off against Australia
on February 7 before playing
their last game in
Bhubaneswar against the
United States on February 9.
“In the Pro League we have the
opportunity to see how we fare
against some of the best teams
in the world, like the
Netherlands and Australia, the
exciting thing is that we are up
against these teams and they
are not practice matches, it is
hugely important for them
before the Olympics and it will
be great to take them on.”
“I think we can score goals and
defend well but we are facing
good teams and it will be
interesting to see how it
unfolds.” 
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In-form Hitaashee Bakshi ended a 22-
month title drought as she triumphed at

the third leg of the Hero Women’s Pro Golf
Tour with a superb performance at the
Tollygunge Club here on Friday.
Hitaashee won three times in 2022, but
then had a winless 2023 during which she
was also injured. After two successive
runner-up finishes on the 2024 Hero
WPG Tour, she finished on top by a
convincing margin of four shots. 
Playing steady golf with two birdies
against one bogey, she carded 1-under 69
and was 2-under 208 for the week.
Hitaashee’s last win on the Tour came 22
months ago in September 2022 in the
11th Leg of the 2022 season in
Hyderabad.
Jasmine Shekar shrugged off an early
double bogey to bring in 69, the only
other under par card of the day to be
second at 2-over 212. 
Ananya Garg, who was tied for second
overnight, dropped bogeys on the 16th
and 17th and finished third, while
Ridhima Dilawari, who was also tied
second after two rounds, ended fourth.
Hitaashee, who recently won the
Qualifying School and full playing rights
to the All-Thailand Pro Golf Tour, started
the day with a three-shot margin over
Ananya and Ridhima, both of whom
dropped further back with a bogey start. 
Hitaashee parred the first two holes and a
birdie on the third put her further ahead.
Neither Ananya nor Ridhima could come
close to Hitaashee, who played solid with
just one bogey on the sixth, which she
made up for with a birdie on the seventh.
She parred the last 11 holes.
Jasmine did make a bid with three birdies,

but the double bogey dented her hopes,
and she also missed a few birdie putts.
Amateur Anaahat Bindra (72) was tied
fifth with Seher Atwal (74), while Khushi
Khanijau (70), the first round leader, was
seventh. 
Sneha Singh (71), winner of the second
leg, ended in a tie for eighth place with
Amandeep Drall (75) and Gauri Karhade
(77).
Hitaashee also moved to the top of the

Hero Order of Merit with the win, that
followed second place finishes in the first
two legs. 
Hitaashee has now won Rs 3,69,000 while
Sneha has taken home Rs 3,29,500 and
Jasmine Rs 2,16,900. Khushi Khanijau
and Amandeep Drall are fourth and fifth
on the Hero Order of Merit.
The fourth leg of the Hero WPGT will be
held at the Vizag, East Point Golf Club
from February 6 to 9. 
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The All India Football
Federation on Friday said it

plans to create a robust three-
stage country-wide structure
for talent scouting and recruit-
ment for its ambitious FIFA-
AIFF Talent Academy.
In a joint effort with the
Ministry of Education and
FIFA, the AIFF desires to use
the ‘Football 4 School’
programme as a pathway in
identifying talent, scouting
and recruitment for its FIFA-
AIFF Academy in
Bhubaneswar.
In this regard, AIFF President
Kalyan Chaubey and FIFA

High Performance Expert
Ged Roddy and Philippe
Senderos called on Education
and Skill Development
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan here on Thursday to
present a blueprint and seek
the government’s support.
“I’m thankful for the support
we have been assured by the
honourable Minister for
Education Mr Dharmendra
Pradhan, the ministry and its
nodal agencies without which
it will be very difficult to
attempt a pan-India scouting
programme,” Chaubey said in
a release.
“We want to go as far as
possible, reach every possible

12-13 year talent in our quest
to find and horn skills of a
home-grown talent. Minister
Mr. Pradhan has shown keen
interest in our proposal and
has assured full support.”
According to the release,
Pradhan expressed confidence
that the integration of
‘Football 4 School’ as talent
scouting platform for the
academy will be successful
with the commitment of FIFA,
AIFF and the Ministry of
Education.
“The FIFA-AIFF plan is
exciting and something never
attempted before at this scale.
The Football 4 School
programme has already been

introduced in 5 states and we
wish to take it to every school,
every student and every PE
teacher.”
The Bhubaneshwar-based
first FIFA-AIFF Talent
Academy plans to have an
intake of 40-50 best scouted
talents per year, over the next
three years to enable a
continuous scouting inflow in
U-13, U-14 and U-15 age
categories. 
AIFF is also on a lookout to
establish five additional Talent
Academies in India, for which
a combined FIFA-AIFF
delegation will visit existing
academies in India, by mid-
March.
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India’ Avani Prashanth stayed
in the top five with another

solid card of 3-under 69 in the
second round of the Women’s
Amateur Asia-Pacific
Championships here on Friday. 
The 17-year-old Avani began
with a flourish with three
birdies in the first six holes, but
thereafter the putter went dry,
and she had just one more
birdie and one bogey.
At 7-under for 36 holes, Avani
is tied fifth with China’s Yahui
Zhang (69), but the leader,
Chun-Wei Wu of Taiwan,
playing in the second last
group after a tenth tee start,
was on fire in her second nine. 
Wu carded 7-under 65 to get to
12-under and five ahead of the
Indian.
“I have not made any birdies
on Par-5s so far, but they are
also not all that easy. But I am
hoping I will be able to get
some over the next two days,”
said Avani.
Apart from Avani, the only
other Indian to make the cut
was debutant Saanvi Somu
(72) who played superbly to
hang on for the weekend.
The other Indians missed the
cut. Vidhatri Urs, who was 1-
over after the first added a 77
and at six-over as she missed
the cut by four shots. 
She had a rough 7-over front
nine. Mannat Brar (82-75)
showed a lot of improvement,

and Heena Kang (81-79) and
Keerthana Rajeev Nair (81-79)
also missed the cut.
Avani was happy with her
putting. “I think I putted really
well today. Started off average
with pulling my tee wood on
first and then leaving my
approach short, and then had a
good 10-footer for par. I think
that put me into a good roll.
“I birdied 3rd, 4th, and 6th and
I was really happy with that. I
made a bit of an error on 9
hitting the hazard and saved
bogey there. Putter dried up a
little bit on the back nine but
then made one birdie and I am
glad I finished 3-under. I’m
sitting in a good position.”
Avani, who loves to rally from
behind, said, “I love chasing, so
this has put me in a good
positive frame of mind. I’m
doing what I like and there is
no unnecessary pressure on
me. I’m just excited to see how
it pans out.”
Leader Wu birdied five times
in her second nine, which was
the front side of the
challenging Siam Country
Club. Wu, who began the day
with a birdie-birdie start from
the tenth, carded 7-under 65
and was 12-under for 36 holes. 
Wu held a two-shot lead over
second placed Japan’s Minano
Muguruma (66) and in shared
third place were Korea’s Lee
Hyosong (66) and Thailand’s
Pimpisa Rubrong (68) at 8-
under. 
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India’s Ashmita Chaliha dished
out a brilliant performance as

she beat Ester Nurumi Wardoyo
of Indonesia in straight games to
storm into the women’s singles
semifinals of the Thailand
Masters badminton tournament
here on Friday.
The 24-year-old Chaliha
remained the only Indian in
the fray after Mithun
Manjunath lost his men’s
singles quarterfinals while the
women’s doubles pairs of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand also exited from
the Super 300 tournament in
the last-eight stage.
World no. 61 Chaliha, who
made it to the main draw from
the qualifiers, beat Wardoyo,
ranked 44th, 21-14 19-21 21-
13 in a 57-minute match.
The first game saw both
Chaliha and Wardoyo fighting
on an even keel as they tied the
score at 7-7 and 8-8, before the
Indonesian took a 14-10 lead.
Chaliha fought back and made
it 14-14 but she could not stop
the Indonesian from taking
seven straight points to pocket
the first game.

The player from Assam made
amends in the second game
with a superb fight back. She
won six-straight points from
15-19 down to win the second
game and take the match to the
decider.
With the momentum going
her way, Chaliha just outplayed
her opponent in the deciding
game as she did not allow her
opponent to take the lead even
once. It was Chaliha all the way
as she took 12-3 lead before
wrapping up the match with
ease.
Chaliha will face the winner of
the match between fourth seed

Supanida Katethong of
Thailand and Wen Chi Hsu of
Chinese Taipei in the
semifinals.
However, sixth seeded doubles
pair of Treesa and Gayatri
suffered a narrow loss to fourth
seeds Indonesia’s Febriana
Dwipuji Kusuma and Amallia
Cahaya Pratiwi 12-21 21-17
21-23 in the last-eight match
that lasted one hour and seven
minutes.
In the men’s singles, national
champion and world no. 63
Manjunath lost to Dutchman
Mark Caljouw 19-21 15-21 in
43 minutes in the quarterfinals.
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Lewis Hamilton shocked the motor-
sports world when the seven-time

Formula One champion said he will
leave Mercedes at the end of the sea-
son to join Ferrari, which had tried to
land Hamilton before he signed his lat-
est contract extension with the Silver
Arrows.
Hamilton only finalized a two-year
extension with Mercedes at the end of
August. Mercedes said Thursday the
39-year-old British driver has
activated a release clause in that new
deal that will allow him to join Ferrari
in 2025.
“I have had an amazing 11 years with
this team and I’m so proud of what we
have achieved together. Mercedes has
been part of my life since I was 13
years old,” Hamilton said in a team
statement. 
“It’s a place where I have grown up, so
making the decision to leave was one
of the hardest decisions I have ever
had to make. But the time is right for
me to take this step and I’m excited to
be taking on a new challenge.”

Hamilton moved from McLaren to
Mercedes in 2013 and won six of his
seven titles with the Silver Arrows.
His 103 race victories are an F1
record, but his last win was in the
penultimate race of the 2021 season as
Mercedes has struggled to get its new
car up to speed against rival Red Bull.
News first broke early Thursday about
Hamilton’s move, but it took the
remainder of the day for the teams to
address the speculation. Mercedes,
with comment from both Hamilton
and team principal Toto Wolff, finally
said Hamilton was leaving and
moments later Ferrari posted a team
statement that said simply “Scuderia
Ferrari is pleased to announce that
Lewis Hamilton will be joining the
team in 2025, on a multi-year
contract.”
Next came a statement from current
Ferrari driver Carlos Sainz Jr., who
had been in talks on a contract
extension but negotiations had
seemed to stall near the end of last
year.
“Following today’s news, Scuderia
Ferrari and myself will part ways at

the end of 2024,” Sainz wrote. “We still
have a long season ahead of us and,
like always, I will give my absolute
best for the team and for the Tifosi all
around the world. News about my
future will be announced in due
course.”
Hamilton will finish his run at
Mercedes alongside current

teammate George Russell. He will be
teammates at Ferrari with Charles
Leclerc, who in December agreed to a
long-term extension.
Hamilton will be 40 when he moves
into a red and black uniform to
represent Ferrari. His last
championship was in 2020 and he was
enroute to a record-breaking eighth

title in the 2021 season finale until a
controversial finish gave the title to
Max Verstappen, who has since gone
on to win three consecutive titles as
Red Bull has surpassed Mercedes as
the top team in F1.
Ferrari, meanwhile, has not won a
drivers’ title since Kimi Raikkonen in
2007.
The Hamilton move is fairly stunning,
even after prolonged negotiations on
the extension he signed last year led to
speculation he was considering a
move to another team. During one
news conference last season, Leclerc
was asked about the rumors of a new
teammate at Ferrari and turned to
Hamilton, laughed, and said “Hello,
Lewis.”
Still, Hamilton signed the Mercedes
extension and insisted he wanted to
end his career with his current team
because of “unfinished business” and
a desire to help Mercedes rebuild its
struggling team.
Instead, Wolff said both sides knew
their relationship “would come to a
natural end at some point, and that
day has now come.”
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Patrick Cantlay has spent
about as much time on the

phone as the golf course this
week as a PGA Tour board
member trying to nail down a
deal for a $3 billion investment.
It didn’t seem to affect his day
job at the AT&T Pebble Beach
Pro-Am.
On a surprising day of weather
when umbrellas gave way to
sunglasses, Cantlay saved par
five times and had eight birdies
at Spyglass Hill for an 8-under
64 that left him one shot
behind Thomas Detry of
Belgium.
Detry worked his own short-
game magic at the end,
chipping in from thick, damp
rough for birdie on the 18th at
Spyglass to finish with three
straight birdies and a 63.
Torrey Pines winner Matthieu
Pavon had the best round at
Pebble Beach, closing with four
birdies over the last five holes
for a 65.
Rory McIlroy, no longer on the
PGA Tour board but offering
eye-opening comments this
week that LIV Golf players

should be able to return
without punishment, was
among the leaders until it all
fell apart at the end at Spyglass.
He was leading at 6 under,
coming off five birdies in seven
holes, when he three-putted for
bogey. And then on the par-5
seventh, he drove into trouble
and took a penalty drop by
going some 20 yards back on
his line and then moving one
club length to the right.
One problem - that rule was
changed to allow that in 2019,
and then changed back in
2023. McIlroy was supposed to
drop on the line between his
ball and the hole. So the two-
shot penalty turned his bogey

into a triple bogey, and he shot
71.
“I wasn’t aware that that rule
was changed again in 2023, so I
took a drop thinking of the
2019 rules when everything
was changed, not knowing that
the rule was changed again in
2023,” McIlroy said. “So got a
two-stroke penalty there.”
The 80-man field - the
strongest and smallest for
Pebble Beach, which is now a
signature event offering a $20
million purse - was mostly
happy they weren’t drenched
from a forecast that suggested
even more rain on top of the
1.5 inches that dropped
overnight.
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LACK OF DRAG FLICKERS CONCERNING
FOR INDIAN WOMEN HOCKEY
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Yashasvi Jaiswal batted with
supreme confidence for an

unbeaten 179 off 257 balls that
single-handedly drove India
to 336 for six on day one of the
second Test against England
here on Friday and secured his
place at the top of the order
for the foreseeable future.

Unlike the series opener,
Jaiswal made sure he convert-
ed his strong start into a big
hundred but the other Indian
batters failed to make the most
of batting friendly conditions.
The 22-year-old now has two

hundreds and as many fifties to
his name in only his 10th Test
innings. His maiden Test ton -
- a 387-ball 171 -- came against
the West Indies last year.
"I wanted to play it session by

session. When they were bowl-
ing well, I just wanted to get
through that spell. However, I
wanted to convert the loose
balls, and play till the end,"
Jaiswal said after the day's play.
Jaiswal, whose special effort

comprised 17 boundaries and
five sixes, had R Ashwin (5) by
his side at stumps.
India made 111 runs in the

final session for the loss of three

wickets including Axar Patel (27
off 51) and K S Bharat (17 off
23). For England, debutant
Shoaib Bashir and Rehan
Ahmed picked up two wickets
apiece.
Debutant Rajat Patidar (32 off
72) played one on to his stumps
while offering a forward
defence to leg-spinner Rehan
Ahmed. A total of 93 overs were
bowled with four spinners in
operation.
Trailing 0-1 in the five-match

series, India would like to get to
at least 500 on day two and then
put pressure on the England
batters on a pitch where variable
bounce is expected to come into
play from day three.
The odd ball kept low even on
the opening day but conditions
remained favourable of the bat-
ters. However, the injury to
Ravindra Jadeja has resulted in
a longer tail, which will need to
wag for India to get anywhere
close to 500.
Veteran James Anderson, play-
ing his first game since July last
year, was the most economical
and effective bowler for
England, returning figures of
17-3-30-1.
However, England's inexperi-

enced spin attack, including

debutant Shoaib Bashir, Tom
Hartley, Rehan Ahmed and
Joe Root, could not extract
much out of the surface.
The 20-year-old Bashir was the
pick of the spinners as he was
able to generate more bounce

due to his tall structure. The 6'4"
tall off-spinner got the prized
wicket of Rohit Sharma in the
first session before he had Axar
caught at backward point
towards the end of the day.
Jaiswal changed the tempo of

the innings with his attractive
strokeplay in the second session
in which India collected 122
runs in 32 overs to reach 225 for
three.
The youngster, who took 89

balls to reach his half-century

in the morning, took another 62
deliveries to complete his sec-
ond Test century.

The standout feature of
Jaiswal's innings was his abili-
ty to hit the ground and strike
aerial shots with equal ease.

His fearless approach was best
summed up when he stepped
out to smash let-arm spinner
Tom Hartley for a six over long
on to get to three figures.
He raised his arms in celebra-
tion and the Vizag crowd along
with his teammates duly
applauded his special feat.
Jaiswal played a lot of cuts off

the spinners in the early part of
his innings but turned to drives
and lofted drives against them
in the second session.
He mainly attacked Hartley,

collecting three straight fours in
the 45th over, including drives
past the bowler and through
extra cover. His inside out shots
were also a treat to watch,
especially the six off Joe Root.
Jaiswal shared a 90-run stand

with Shreyas Iyer (27 off 59
balls), who once again failed to
capitalise on a start.
It came as no surprise that

Anderson employed the short
ball tactic against Iyer, who was
up to the task on the day.
However, he tried to cut one off
Hartley and ended up under-
edging to Ben Foakes, who took
a sharp catch behind the
stumps.
In the morning, Bashir had
Rohit Sharma caught at leg slip

as the cautious hosts reached
103 for two at lunch.

Shubman Gill (34 off 46)
looked good before James
Anderson had him caught
behind with a beauty. The fail-
ure to convert the good start is
set to add more pressure on the
talented youngster.
India expectedly decided to bat
first on a flat surface and made
three changes to their playing
eleven, bringing in Patidar,
Kuldeep Yadav and Mukesh
Kumar for K L Rahul, Jadeja
and Mohammed Siraj respec-
tively.
Openers Rohit and Jaiswal bat-
ted in a sedate fashion especial-
ly in the first hour of play, col-
lecting only 40 runs in 16
overs.
England opened the bowling
with their lone pacer in the
playing eleven, Anderson, and
off-spinner Root. Anderson
was accurate and frugal in his
opening spell, giving away only
six runs in five overs.
The surface had minimal help
for him but the 41-year-old still
made life tough for Rohit by
targeting his stumps. It was very
unlike Rohit to not to go for his
shots and his innings ended
without a boundary.
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Years of toil on the
domestic circuit made

Rajat Patidar fully equipped
for his red-ball India debut
and day one of the second
Test against England was just
another "normal" day in the
life of the 30-year-old late
bloomer.
Patidar, who made his first-

class debut with Madhya
Pradesh way back in 2015,
knew that he was going to be

part of the playing eleven a day
before the game. Having
recently scored back-to-back
hundreds against England
Lions for India A, Patidar went
into the big game high on
confidence.  He looked assured
in his 72-ball 32 and one of his
three boundaries came via a
reverse sweep. He could not
convert the start as he played
on while going for a forward-
defensive shot against leg-spin-
ner Rehan Ahmed.

"It was a dream come true

moment for me. Representing
the country is a dream for
every player. Going into the

middle, there was no pressure
as I have played lot of games in
domestic cricket. I slept well last
night. It was normal for me,"
Patidar said after close of play.
"I have also played two series at
the A level (NZ and England).
It gives a lot of confidence
when you play at that level. I
gained in confidence playing
against Lions (recently). The
two hundreds against Lions
were very crucial for me."
The Test debut on Friday and

ODI cap last month came after

a major setback for Patidar,
who missed the whole of IPL
last year due to an achilles heel
injury that required surgery.
On the long wait for his Test

debut, he said: "Waiting for so
long is common in Indian
cricket (laughs). There are lot
of players. I was just focussing
on things that are in my hands.
So at the age of 30 I came here,
feeling pretty good," said
Patidar, who was handed his
Test cap by former pacer
Zaheer Khan.
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Fast bowler Xavier Bartlett
took 4-17 in his ODI

debut as Australia thrashed
West Indies by eight wickets
with 69 balls remaining in
their series opener on Friday.
Josh Inglis showed little signs
of testing positive for
COVID-19 the day before
when he smacked a quick-
fire 65 off 43 balls for
Australia. Asked to bat first,
West Indies was eventually
bowled out for 231 in 48.4
overs after Bartlett's stunning
three-wicket opening burst
had left the tourists in trouble
at 59-4 as he went on to
record Australia's second-
best ODI figures on debut.
Captain Steven Smith (79 not
out) and Cameroon Green
(77 not out) struck fine
unbeaten half centuries as
Australia eased to 232-2 in 38.3
overs.
"Amazing way to start my
career," the 25-year-old Bartlett
said after he was made player
of the match. "Couldn't ask for
more with that first wicket, hit
the stumps … happy to con-
tribute here."
Australia didn't feel the
absence of its key World Cup-
winning players, including
skipper Pat Cummins, who

was rested ahead of the tour of
New Zealand. 
Bartlett ran through the top
order on the lively MCG wick-
et after he shared the new ball
with another newcomer, pace
bowler Lance Morris, as
Australia went with two debu-
tants to share the new ball for
the first time in this format
since Andy Bichel and
Anthony Stuart at the Gabba in
1997.
Bartlett was instrumental in
Brisbane Heat's Big Bash
League title this year and he
struck off his third ball when
he hit Justin Greaves top of the
off stump with an impeccable
outswinger.
Bartlett could have had Alick
Athanaze lbw when he struck
the opener's front pad three

balls later but Smith didn't go
for a TV referral. Replays sug-
gested the ball was hitting the
top of leg stump.
But Bartlett found the outside
edges of Athanaze and captain
Shai Hope in a sensational
opening spell of 3-9 before
Keacy Carty (88) and Roston
Chase (59) shared a century-
stand. Carty showed plenty of
aggression against Morris, who
ended up with 0-59, while
Chase dominated Adam
Zampa before he was bowled
around his leg by the legspin-
ner just when West Indies
looked to accelerate. Carty
looked set for his century but
was run out when he went for
an unnecessary single and
Sean Abbott hit the stumps
from extra cover.
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India A staged a
remarkable comeback to

dismiss England Lions for
199 before the batters
propelled the home team to
a position of strength on the
second day of the third and
final unofficial Test here on
Friday. 

At stumps, India A were
well-placed at 148 for three
in their second innings and
141 runs ahead of the visi-
tors, who suffered an inex-
plicable collapse after start-
ing the day at 98 for one. 
Sai Sudharsan (54 off 141

balls) was going strong in the
middle, capping a fine outing
for the hosts who were in all
sorts of trouble on the open-
ing day.

Tilak Varma (46 off 85
balls) got out after getting his
eye in and his dismissal
brought the day's play to an
end. Thanks to the brilliant
display by their bowlers,
India A limited England
Lions' first-innings lead to a
mere seven runs at the
Narendra Modi Stadium.
The right-left pace duo of

Akash Deep (4/56) and Yash
Dayal (3/32) shared seven
wickets between them while
plotting the visiting team
batters' downfall in their first
innings. 
Dayal, whose mother was

inconsolable and had
stopped eating after the left-
arm seamer was smashed for
five successive sixes by state-

mate Rinku Singh in an
Indian Premier League (IPL)
match last year, has come a
long way, giving his team the
day's first breakthrough.

Bowling a fine line and
length, he had Oliver Price
(31) trapped in front of the
wicket as the overnight bat-
ter could add just 11 runs to
his score of 20.  Dayal then
took the big wicket of open-
er Alex Lees (64), who had
started the day on 48, to raise
hopes of a comeback.
Dayal had also picked up the
wicket of opener Keaton
Jennings (17) on Thursday
evening before adding two
more to his tally on the sec-
ond day.  Meanwhile, Akash
Deep got into the act by
removing rival skipper Josh
Bohannon for 10 as England
Lions slipped to 136 for four,
offering the hosts more rea-
sons to smile.
The tourists needed a part-

nership at that stage but that
was not forthcoming as the
batters who got starts failed
to convert them into mean-
ingful contributions.
While the duo of Deep and

Dayal inflicted maximum
damage, Mumbai's left-arm
spinner Shams Mulani sup-
ported them well with two
wickets. 
When India A came out to

bat the second time in the
match, Sai Sudharsan and
Tilak dominated the English
bowlers with an 88-run stand
for the third wicket before
the latter was dismissed.
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The stuttering Karnataka
batters squandered the

advantage given by their
bowlers, slipping to 90 for six
at close of play on the first day
of their Ranji Trophy Elite
Group C match against
Railways here on Friday. 

However, the Karnataka
bowlers had a good day in the
park, bundling out Railways for
155. Pacer Vasuki Koushik
(3/22) and 17-year-old left-arm
spinner Hardik Raj (3/28)
derailed Railways. 

During their reply, the
Karnataka batters' focus was
taken away a bit by the absence
of their prolific captain Mayank
Agarwal after he was ruled out
of this match. 
Agarwal could not travel to
Surat as he felt burning sensa-
tion in his mouth and throat
after accidentally consuming a
spurious liquid from a pouch
during his flight out of Agartala
a couple of days back. 
He is recovering in Bengaluru. 
Without Agarwal's solid pres-

ence, Karnataka top-order
caved in against left-arm spin-
ner Akash Pandey, who took
three for 21. Earlier, skipper
Pratham Singh made a solid 56
off 131 balls but he could not
keep the consistent Karnataka
bowlers at bay for long. 
Brief Scores:  At Surat: Railways
155 all out in 56 overs (Pratham
Singh 56, Mohammad Saif 45;
Vasuki Koushik 3/22, Hardik
Raj 3/28) vs Karnataka 90/6 in
27.5 overs (KV Aneesh 27;
Akash Pandey 3/21). 
At Povorim: Goa 241 all out in
75.5 overs (Suyash Prabhudesai
104, KV Siddharth 69; R Sai
Kishore 4/73, S Ajith Ram 3/46)
vs Tamil Nadu 20 for no loss in
7 overs. 
At Ahmedabad: Tripura 146 all
out in 47.4 overs (Wriddhiman
Saha 59 not out, Sankar Paul 29;
Arzan Nagaswalla 4/47, SA
Desai 4/43) vs Gujarat 127/4 in
39.2 overs (Sunpreet Bagga 42;
Parvez Sultan 2/36). 
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As cricket fans savor two of
the most thrilling finishes

in test match history, New
Zealand is preparing to play
South Africa in a series that
some say will damage the
status of the longer format of
the game.
he West Indies' eight-run win
over Australia in Brisbane and
England's 28-run win over India
at Hyderabad seemed to rein-
force test match cricket's place
at the very pinnacle of the
game.
But at Bay Oval in Mount
Maunganui from Sunday, New
Zealand will face a South Africa
team entirely stripped of its

leading players who have been
kept at home for a domestic
Twenty20 series.
New Zealand has mostly been
diplomatic about the selection
of the Proteas team which fea-
tures eight uncapped players,
including its captain Neil Brand.
But other voices have been
raised in strident criticism of
South Africa's decision to give
a local T20 competition prior-
ity over a test series.
Former Australia captain Steve
Waugh said the Proteas selec-
tion showed South Africa "obvi-
ously doesn't care" about test
cricket.
"Is this a defining moment in
the death of test cricket?" Waugh
wrote on X, formerly Twitter.

"History and tradition must
count for something. If we
stand by and allow profits to be
the defining criteria, the legacy
of Bradman, Grace and Sobers
will be irrelevant."
In a subsequent interview with
the Sydney Morning Herald,
Waugh called for concerted
action to save tests.
"If the ICC or someone doesn't
step in shortly then test cricket
doesn't become test cricket
because you're not testing your-
self against the best players," he
said. "I understand why players
don't come. They're not getting
paid properly.
"I don't understand why the
ICC or the top countries who
are making a lot of money

don't just have a regulation
premium set fee for test match-
es so people are incentivized to
play test cricket."
New Zealand now finds itself in
a no-win situation in the two-
test series. The Black Caps
haven't lost a test series at home
since March 2017 but has never
beaten South Africa in a test
series.
If it wins the upcoming series,
the achievement will be deval-
ued by the quality of the South
Africa team; if it loses it may
face ridicule.
Former captain Kane
Williamson, who has recov-
ered from a hamstring strain
and will play in the first test, said
New Zealand has to put those

considerations aside.
"For us, we just want to focus on
the cricket that we want to play
and the plans that we have and
that doesn't change from oppo-
sition to opposition," he said. 
"So we are under no illusions
that it is going to be a tough
contest for sure. They are all
very good players and we just
want to keep bringing the focus
back to our cricket."
New Zealand currently is third
place in the Test Championship
behind Australia and South
Africa. The Black Caps could
move up to second with a series
win.
"Any win anywhere is crucial,"
Williamson said. "That's why it
is difficult to micro-manage a

Test Championship campaign .
. . It's such a long period of time
and the games can come a bit
sporadically."
Bland said South Africa also
needs to ignore external chatter
about the series.
"Obviously going over to New
Zealand, making your debut
and captaining is quite interest-
ing and probably quite rare," he
said. I am obviously delighted.
"This (Proteas) team has 96
games per player as an average.
That's a lot of first-class crick-
et in the group. There's a lot of
experience in terms of domes-
tic cricket and that has to count
for something. There's not a lot
of test matches but you've still
got to see it as a positive.
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni
has been Rishabh Pant's

sounding board for a while
now but there was a time
when comparisons with the
legendary former India
skipper left the young keeper-
batter so stressed that he
struggled "to breathe" Pant is
still recovering from a life-
threatening car crash in 2022
and acknowledged that at this
stage, Dhoni is the only
person with whom he is
comfortable sharing just about
everything in his life.
But he also admitted that com-
parisons with the iconic Ranchi
man were hard to take in the
early days of his career.
"I used to really feel very bad.

I used to go back to my room
and cry at 20-21 years of age.
Under stress, I couldn't breathe.
So much pressure, and I didn't
know what to do. I missed a
stumping in Mohali, and the
crowd started to chant 'Dhoni
Dhoni'," Pant said in a 'Star
Sports' series that documents
his recovery from the acci-
dent.  Pant said at this point he
feels emotionally overwhelmed
while talking about his dynam-
ics with the 2011 World Cup
winner.
"I always find it difficult to

explain my relationship with
MS. Dhoni. There are some with

whom you can talk freely. I dis-
cuss everything with MSD. I
have learned so much from him.
"I discuss things with him that
I wouldn't discuss with anybody
else. That's the kind of relation-
ship (I have) with him," Pant
said.  Pant, who was inarguably
India's biggest game-changer in
Test cricket before being thrown
off track by the horrific crash,
said before it became hurtful, he
was genuinely confused by the
comparisons with a bonafide
legend like Dhoni.
First of all, I didn't understand
why questions were raised. I had
just made it to the team, and
people were talking about being
a replacement," Pant said.
"Why were people raising such
questions at a youngster? Why
are you comparing? There
shouldn't be any comparison at
all. Some have played five match-
es and the others have played
500. It's been such a long jour-
ney, so many ups and downs, so
the comparison is not fair."
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