
PTI ■ NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday declared
defeated AAP-Congress

alliance candidate Kuldeep
Kumar the Mayor of
Chandigarh after overturning
the result of the controversial
poll where the BJP nominee
had emerged an unlikely
winner, in an unprecedented
order to set right an attempt

by the returning officer to rig
the election.
It ordered prosecution of
returning officer Anil Masih,
a BJP leader, for “serious
misdemeanour” for making
an allegedly false statement
before the court that he had
invalidated eight ballots
because they had been
defaced. Exercising its
plenary power under Article
142 of the Constitution to do

complete justice, the apex
court said the result declared
by the returning officer, a
nominated Councillor, was
clearly contrary to law.
A bench headed by Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud said
in such a case, the top court
was duty bound, particularly
in the context of its
jurisdiction under Article 142
of the Constitution, to ensure
that the process of electoral

democracy is not allowed to
be thwarted by subterfuge.
The bench, also comprising
Justices JB Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra, said the court
must step in where
exceptional situations develop
to ensure that the basic
mandate of electoral
democracy is preserved. “We
accordingly order and direct
that the result of the election
as declared by the presiding
officer (Masih) stands
quashed and set aside. The
petitioner (Kumar) is
declared to be the validly
elected candidate for election
as Mayor of the Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation,” the
bench ruled.
The SC said in each of the
eight ballot papers, which
were invalidated by Masih,
the votes were duly cast in
favour of Kumar. 
The Congress hailed the
Supreme Court decision on
the “farcical election”, saying it
saved democracy from the
fangs of an “autocratic BJP”
that resorted to dirty election
manipulation. Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
said the “institutional
sabotage” is only the “tip of
the iceberg in Modi-Shah’s
devious conspiracy to trample
democracy”.

Continued on Page 2

Maharashtra
reaches out
to Maratha
Community

MOHIT KANDHARI ■ JAMMU

Kick-starting BJP’s Lok
Sabha campaign from the

land of Dogras, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday urged the people “to
help the BJP win 370 seats
and the NDA 400 seats in
elections”.
Addressing a jam-packed
gathering here at Maulana
Azad sports stadium in
Jammu after inaugurating
developmental projects worth
Rs 32,000 crore, Modi said
that Article 370, which was
scrapped in 2019, was the
biggest “roadblock” in the
development of Jammu &
Kashmir.
Expressing his vision for a
flourishing (Viksit) Jammu &
Kashmir, Modi vowed to
construct infrastructure to
the level of international
destinations like Switzerland.
“We have pledged a
developed J&K and I have full
faith that we will make
Jammu & Kashmir more
developed and fulfill all your
dreams within the next few
years… We will create such
infrastructure in Kashmir that
people will forget going to
Switzerland,” he said amid
thundering applause.
Modi highlighted the surge in
investments from Gulf
countries following a G20
event held in the region last

year, which brought global
attention to its scenic beauty.
He informed that Jammu &
Kashmir recorded more than
2 crore visitors last year while
the number of pilgrims
visiting Amarnath and Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi has
reached a record in the last
decade. The Prime Minister
expressed confidence that the
number of tourists is only
going to increase considering
the fast-paced development of
infrastructure.
Before addressing the
gathering, Modi recited a
famous Dogri couplet of
Padma Sachdev “Mitthdi-e-
Dogri Di Boli Te Khand
Mithe log dogre”. A large
number of people from
Rajouri and Poonch attended
the public rally in response to
the passage of the bill which
granted Scheduled Tribe

status to the Pahari ethnic
group. Senior Pahari leaders
Muzaffar Hussain Baig, Syed
Mushtaq Bukhari and
Shehnaz Ganai attended the
public rally. 
In his over half an hour-long
speech, Modi also targeted
the dynastic rulers. He said,
“The dynastic rulers were
only concerned about their
interests. They had no
concern for the future of the
youth and their families as
they were only concerned
about their own families. The
government whose priority is
the welfare of just one family
cannot think of the welfare of
the common people,” Modi
said in an apparent reference
to the Congress, the National
Conference, and the PDP
who ruled the erstwhile State
in the past seven decades.

Continued on Page 2

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
LUCKNOW

The Congress-led
Opposition alliance,

INDIA Bloc, formed to
challenge the BJP juggernaut
in the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections, has hit a deadlock
following the standoff
between Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav and the
Congress.
The rift emerged after Yadav
declined to join Rahul
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra, demanding an
immediate seat adjustment
agreement from the Congress.
Initially, the Congress sought
15 seats in Uttar Pradesh, but

with the RLD’s exit, the
demand has been revised to
20 seats, while the Samajwadi
Party is only willing to
concede 17. Amid this
deadlock, both parties remain
adamant, exacerbating the
stalemate.
While RLD, led by Jayant
Chaudhary, has already exited
the INDIA Bloc, Yadav’s
insistence on the seat-sharing
agreement before
participating in the Yatra has
complicated the matter.
Despite earlier indications of
joining the Yatra in Amethi or
Rae Bareli, Yadav remained
absent in both districts,
signaling his discontent with
the ongoing negotiations.

The conflicting statements
from both the Congress and
the Samajwadi Party have
added to the uncertainty
surrounding the alliance. 
While the Congress portrays
the partnership as nearly
finalised, sources within the
Samajwadi Party express
skepticism about its
feasibility.
Congress general secretary
KC Venugopal remains
optimistic about the seat-
sharing talks, hinting at a
positive outcome soon.
However, insiders in the
Samajwadi Party camp
suggest that the alliance talks
in Uttar Pradesh are on the
verge of collapse, citing

Yadav’s reluctance to
participate in the Yatra
without a finalised
agreement.
Recent developments,
including Bahujan Samaj

Party chief Mayawati’s
decision to reject the
Congress offer and contest
independently, have further
exacerbated the discord
within the Opposition ranks.

Key battlegrounds like Bijnor,
Amroha, and Sambhal have
become focal points of
contention in the seat
allocation negotiations. With
neither party willing to
compromise, the impasse
persists, exacerbated by the
departure of the RLD from
the alliance.
Reflecting on past alliances,
the failed ‘UP ke Ladke’ poll
alliance in the 2017 Assembly
polls and the unsuccessful SP-
BSP-RLD coalition in the
2019 Lok Sabha Elections
serve as cautionary tales. 
Despite concerted efforts, the
transfer of votes between
allied parties failed to
materialise, resulting in

electoral setbacks. In light of
these experiences, the
Samajwadi Party perceives
the Congress as a hindrance
rather than an asset in
countering the BJP’s
dominance in Uttar Pradesh.
However, the complexities of
UP’s electoral landscape
underscore the challenges of
going solo. With 80 Lok
Sabha seats at stake, the SP
faces logistical and strategic
constraints in contesting all
seats independently against
the BJP. As the deadlock
persists, the fate of the INDIA
Bloc hangs in the balance,
leaving the Opposition in
disarray ahead of the crucial
elections.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ■
NEW DELHI/ KOLKATA

Amid a political
controversy surrounding

allegations of sexual assault
against women by members
of the ruling Trinamool
Congress in Sandeshkhali in
West Bengal, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is expected to
visit the State. He plans to
address a women’s rally in
Barasat on March 7, one day
before International Women’s
Day, at the headquarters of
North 24-Parganas district,
where Sandeshkhali is
situated, according to BJP
sources. 
Sandeshkhali has been tense,
with numerous women in the
area accusing Trinamool
Congress leader Shajahan
Sheikh and his supporters of

“land-grabbing and sexual
assault” under coercion. 
A senior BJP leader
confirmed that the PM’s visit
is imminent, likely to occur in
early March before the
announcement of general
elections, as the model code
of conduct will be enforced. 

“Modi will visit West Bengal
soon as several projects are in
the pipeline. Of paramount
importance is his concern
about the incident in
Sandeshkhali, and the party is
planning the first-ever all-
women’s rally, as the NDA
Government has been

particularly focused on
women’s welfare and related
schemes. The final tour
program will be announced
shortly,” said the party leader.
West Bengal BJP president
Sukanta Majumdar said the
PM is likely to visit Barasat.
Last week, Majumdar had to
be hospitalised with injuries
after BJP workers clashed
with police personnel when
they were prevented from
going to Sandeshkhali.
The State BJP president, along
with other party leaders and a
Central fact-finding team, has
been stopped by police from
visiting the area. 
Preparations for Modi’s visit
to Sandeshkhali are currently
in the early stage, as the exact
date and time of the visit are
yet to be finalised. 

Continued on Page 2

Congress and SP yet to find meeting ground

Modi sends message to Mamata

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI/
CHANDIGARH

The borders surrounding
Delhi are poised for

renewed tensions from
Wednesday as protesting
farmers have rejected the
Government’s proposal for a
five-year contract on the
purchase of maize, cotton,
and three types of pulses at
the existing minimum
support prices.  
The possibility of chaos akin
to the earlier disruptions on
key entry points to Delhi
looms large, with farmer
groups from Noida and
Greater Noida announcing
plans to march to the Capital
on Friday, demanding
developed plots and
increased compensation for
their acquired land.  
After rejecting the five-point
out-of-the-box formula for
the minimum support
prices, farmers’ leader
Sarwan Singh Pandher on
Tuesday urged the Centre to
convene a one-day
Parliament session and bring
legislation on MSP
guarantee. He announced
that they would be heading
to Delhi on Wednesday.  
His statement came a day
after the farmer leaders
participating in the “Delhi
Chalo” agitation rejected the
Centre’s proposal for
procuring pulses, maize, and
cotton at the MSP by
government agencies for five

years, saying it was not in
favour of farmers.  
Meanwhile, the Punjab and
Haryana High Court also
criticised protesting farmers
camping at Shambhu border
with hundreds of tractors
and said tractor trolleys
cannot be used on highways.
The bench of Acting Chief
Justice GS Sandhawalia and
Justice Lapita Banerji also
questioned the Punjab
Government for allowing the
assembly of farmers in such
large numbers.  
In a related development,

former Punjab Chief
Minister and BJP leader
Amarinder Singh met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
discussed a host of issues
related to farmers. Singh said
in a post on X, “Had a
detailed meeting with
Hon’ble PM Shri Narendra
Modi ji on wide-ranging
issues related to Punjab,
including the issues
concerning the farmers.”  
Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (Meity) ordered
blocking of 177 social media

accounts and links related to
the farmers’ protests on
Monday to maintain “public
order,” which include 35
Facebook links, 35 Facebook
accounts, 14 Instagram
accounts, 42 Twitter
accounts, 49 Twitter links, 1
Snapchat account, and 1
Reddit account. While
orders to Facebook and
Twitter (now X) are
commonplace, this is the
first blocking order issued to
Snap.  
The protesting farmers on
Tuesday received support
from Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, who claimed that
“lies” are being spread that
the MSP guarantee is not
feasible under the
government’s budget. In a
post in Hindi on X, Rahul
claimed that ever since the
Congress resolved to provide
legal guarantee for MSP,
“Modi’s propaganda
machinery and media
friendly to him have spread a
barrage of lies on MSP. Lie —
It is not feasible to provide
legal guarantee for MSP in
the budget of the
government of India.”  
According to CRISIL, giving
MSP to farmers in 2022-23
would have resulted in an
additional burden of Rs
21,000 crore on the
government, which is only
0.4 per cent of the total
budget, Rahul said in his
post.  

Continued on Page 2

AAP councillor Kuldeep Kumar speaks to PTI after the Supreme Court declared him as winner and Mayor of Union Territory of
Chandigarh, in New Delhi on Tuesday PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the foundation stone laying and inauguration
ceremony of multiple developmental projects, in Jammu on Tuesday PTI

TN RAGHUNATHA ■ MUMBAI

Amid serious doubts
whether the

contentious legislation
would pass the scrutiny of
the Supreme Court, both
the Houses of the
Maharashtra Legislature on
Tuesday passed a Bill
granting 10 per cent
reservations in education
and government jobs to the
Maratha community in the
State.
The Maharashtra Assembly
and Legislative Council
unanimously passed the
Maharashtra State Socially
and Educationally
Backward Bill, 2024.
Dubbing the Bill as a
“farce” being enacted by the
Shinde Sena-BJP-NCP (Ajit
Pawar) Government during
the election, leader of the
Opposition in the
Assembly Vijay Wadettiwar
said that the Bill would not
stand the scrutiny of the
Supreme Court.
The Marathas account for
nearly 30 per cent of the
total 11 crore population of
Maharashtra.  Currently,
the Maharashtra has 52 per
cent reservations
(Scheduled Castes 13 per
cent,  Scheduled Tribes  7
per cent, Other Backward
Classes  19 per cent, Special
Backward Classes  2 per
cent, Vimukta Jati -3 per
cent, Nomadic Tribes (B)
2.5 per cent, Nomadic
Tribes (C)  3.5 per cent and
Nomadic Tribes (D) 2 per
cent). The 10 per cent
reservation granted to the
Maratha community will
take the total reservations
to 62 per cent.   
It may be recalled that on
November 29, 2018, both
the Houses of the
Maharashtra Legislature
had passed a Bill granting
reservations 16 per cent
reservations in education
and government jobs to the
Maratha community in 
the State. 
Later on May 5, 2021, the
SC had set aside the Act on
various grounds, which
included breaching of the
50 per cent cap on the
reservations. 

Continued on Page 2

Article 370 history, J&K
integration assured: PM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ■ NEW DELHI

Marking her first stint in the Rajya
Sabha, senior Congress leader

Sonia Gandhi was elected unopposed to
the Upper House of Parliament from
Rajasthan on Tuesday. BJP national
president JP Nadda, Union Ministers
Ashwini Vaishnaw, L Murugan and
other candidates from different parties
were declared elected unopposed to the
Rajya Sabha from Gujarat, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Maharashtra
and Rajasthan.
In Gujarat, all four candidates of the BJP
were elected to the Rajya Sabha

uncontested. BJP national president JP
Nadda, diamond baron Govindbhai
Dholakia, Mayank Nayak, and Dr
Jaswantsinh Parmar have been declared
elected unopposed to the Rajya Sabha
from Gujarat.
As no other candidates had filed their
nominations for the Rajya Sabha
elections from Gujarat on four vacant
seats, the three leaders were elected to
Rajya Sabha unopposed. Debashish
Samantaray, Subhasish Khuntia, and
Union Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, all the three candidates in
Odisha were elected unopposed. 

Continued on Page 2

New Rajya Sabha members elected

SC: AAP Candidate 
is Chandigarh Mayor 
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Delhi braces up for fresh
Farmer assault on Centre

Farmers sit as they listen to an address by a farmer leader during their protest at
the Punjab-Haryana Shambhu Border in Patiala district on Tuesday PTI

Sandeshkhali on the radar
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has writ-

ten a letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi drawing his
attention to alleged reports
that the Aadhaar cards of a
number of people in Bengal
had been deactivated.
Referring to how the people
were getting letters from the
Centre that their Adhaar cards
were being deactivated,
Banerjee wanted to know as to
why such incidents were taking
place.
Saying that she had received a
number of representations
from the citizens about their
Adhaar cards being cancelled
causing "chaos and hue and cry
among the residents," Banerjee
said, "I would like to know
from you the causes for such a
move. Is it just for the sake of
depriving the eligible benefi-
ciaries or to create a panic sit-
uation among the people at
large just before the Lok Sabha
elections."
The Chief Minister had earli-
er claimed that the BJP-led
Centre was 'deactivating'

Aadhaar cards of people of
Bengal to deprive them from
getting the benefits of various
State Government schemes like
Laxmir Bhandar, Swathya
Saathi etc.
She earlier said that though
the Adhaar cards were being
deactivated her Government
would create new cards for
the victims so that they were
not deprived of the govern-
ment schemes.
The BJP however hit back say-
ing such allegations were wild
and no such initiative had
been taken from the Centre.
"Everyone's Adhaar is safe and
if there is some glitches then
that will be taken care of by

tonight … I am speaking to the
right authorities," Bengal BJP
president Sukanto Majumdar
said. The Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI) too
clarified that no Adhaar card
was being deactivated. "In the
course of activities undertaken
to keep the Aadhaar database
updated, intimations are issued
from time to time to Aadhaar
number holders. In this con-
nection, it is clarified that no
Aadhaar number has been can-
celled," it said.
Earlier people from Burdwan
and Nadia districts complained
that they were receiving letters
that their Adhaar cards were
being deactivated.

Mamata writes to PM
on Aadhaar deactivation
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Wednesday

inaugurate the three-day
Raisina Dialogue, India's flag-
ship conference on geopolitics
and geo-strategy.
It is being organised by the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) in collaboration with
Observer Research Foundation
(ORF).
The ninth edition of the
Dialogue will be held till
February 23.
"Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the
Dialogue on February 21.
Prime Minister of the Hellenic
Republic (Greece), Kyriakos
Mitsotakis, will join the inau-
gural session as the Chief
Guest, and deliver the keynote
address," the MEA said.
The Raisina Dialogue will wit-
ness participation of represen-
tatives from over 100 countries
including ministers, former
heads of State and heads of
government, military com-
manders, captains of the indus-
try, technology leaders, acade-
mia and scholars on strategic

affairs.
The theme of the 2024 edition
is "Chaturanga: Conflict,
Contest, Cooperate, Create".
Over the course of three days,
decision makers and thought
leaders of the world will engage
each other across conversations
in various formats, the MEA
said in a statement.
The six thematic pillars of the
conference are Tech Frontiers:
Regulations and Realities;
Peace with the Planet: Invest &
Innovate; War and Peace:
Armouries and Asymmetries;
Decolonising Multilateralism:
Institutions and Inclusion; The
Post 2030 Agenda: People and
Progress; and Defending
Democracy : Society and
Sovereignty. 
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Terming it a big victory for
democracy, the Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Tuesday hailed the Supreme
Court order on Chandigarh
mayor elections, which
declared the party's candidate
Kuldeep Kumar as the winner
and demanded that BJP lead-
ers apologise to the country for
its "dishonesty" during the elec-
tions.
Terming the decision historic,
AAP convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal at a
press conference said that this
was big victory for the Indian
National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA).
"The message of this poll is that
if INDIA bloc parties remain
united and work strategically,
they can defeat the BJP," he
said. “ We thank the Supreme
Court...dictatorship is going
on in the country...democracy
is being trampled upon, all
institutions are being tram-
pled upon. In such times, this
ruling by the SC is very impor-
tant for democracy and to save
democracy. It's a very impor-
tant decision,” said Kejriwal.
Hitting out at the BJP, Kejriwal
said if it can "steal" eight votes
out of 36 in the Chandigarh
mayoral polls, what will it do in

the upcoming elections in
which 90 crore votes will be
polled. "Thank you SC for sav-
ing democracy in these difficult
times," he said in a post on X
earlier Tuesday.
"Those who say BJP can't be
defeated... BJP can be defeated
with unity, good planning and
strategy and diligence. This
election result (Chandigarh
mayor polls) has proved
that.It's a victory for the peo-
ple of Chandigarh. It's a victo-
ry for the whole country. Entire
nation saw how the BJP stole
this election," he added further.
In a separate press conference,
AAP spokesperson and Delhi
Minister Saurabh Bharadwaj
said the Supreme Court's order
has exposed the BJP and shown
it the mirror. And it’ leaders
should apologise to the coun-
try if they have any shame left.

"It is a matter of grave concern
that if the BJP and its central
government can do such open
stealing and dishonesty in such
a small poll, what would they
do in other elections where
there are no microphones and
CCTV cameras," Bharadwaj
said.
The BJP won the Chandigarh
mayoral polls on January 30
defeating the comfortably
placed AAP-Congress alliance
candidate after the returning
officer declared as invalid eight
votes of the coalition partners,
drawing accusations of tam-
pering with ballots. Manoj
Sonkar of the BJP defeated
Kuldeep Kumar after polling 16
votes against his rival's 12 to
bag the mayor's post. Sonkar,
however, resigned subsequent-
ly, while three AAP councillors
defected to the BJP.
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Aglobal team of researchers
from Australia, the USA,

UK, France, Korea, and the
George Institute India has col-
laborated to develop SONG-LP,
a tool to assess life participation
of individuals who have under-
gone kidney transplants.
Kidney failure often severely
limits patients’ ability to engage
in daily activities, making kid-
ney transplantation a crucial
treatment option, as it offers
freedom from many of these
restrictions.
This tool, developed through a
consensus workshop involving
249 adult recipients from 20
countries, measures engage-
ment in leisure, family, work,
and social activities.
This questionnaire serves as a
core patient-reported outcome

measure, specifically designed
to evaluate the ability of kidney
transplant recipients to engage
in various aspects of life,
including leisure, family, work,
and social activities.
The questionnaire itself is user-
friendly, featuring a scale from
0 (never) to 4 (always) for par-
ticipants to rate their engage-
ment in each aspect of life. The

total score is then calculated as
the average of all four answers,
providing a comprehensive
assessment of the individual's
life participation post-trans-
plantation.
Speaking about the SONG-LP
tool, Prof. Vivekanand Jha,
Executive Director, The George
Institute for Global Health,
India, said, “The SONG-LP

tool was designed to be to be
user-friendly for kidney trans-
plant recipients, and its high
completion rate shows that it's
easy for patients to use.
It has proven to be reliable and
consistent over time, making it
a valid measure for repeated
assessments. The process of
developing this tool was quite
rewarding, and it was educa-
tional to hear patients’ and
caregivers’ voices and under-
stand their priorities. We hope
that clinicians and researchers
around the world including in
India will use it to improve the
quality of care so that it
becomes more patient-centred
and informs patient-relevant
research.”
The team aims to conduct
future research to include a
more diverse group of kidney
transplant recipients, ranging
from those facing health issues

to those in good health. This
will help determine whether
the observed high levels of life
participation are consistent
across the entire kidney trans-
plant recipient community or
if they apply more to specific.
Chronic kidney disease (CKD)
is a growing global public
health problem in terms of
mortality, disability, and finan-
cial costs. Globally, around 13
per cent of the general 
population have some form of
CKD.
A significant proportion of
patients with CKD progress to
end stage renal disease.
Currently, renal dialysis and
kidney transplantation are the
only two types of treatment
available for patients with end
stage renal disease. Globally,
the number of dialysis patients
is projected to increase to 4.9
million by 2030. 
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has defended

procuring oil from  Russia and
said following the Ukraine
conflict India's energy suppli-
ers in the Middle-East gave
priority to provide petroleum
products to Europe that paid
higher prices.  New Delhi did
not have any option but to
procure Russian crude oil
which in turn stabilised the
global energy market, he
asserted.
Jaishankar also said India has
had a "stable" and "very friend-
ly" relationship with Russia,
and that Moscow never hurt
New Delhi's interests.
Making these points in an
interview to German eco-
nomic daily Handelsblatt,
Jaishankar also suggested that
India was open to play the role
of a mediator to end the
Russia-Ukraine conflict if
approached, but at the same
time, said New Delhi does not
believe that it should initiate
anything in this direction on
its own.
He asserted that just as India
does not expect Europe to
have a view of China that is
identical to New Delhi's,
Europe should understand
that India cannot have a view
of Russia that is identical to the
European one.
The external affairs minister
said India has had a "stable"
and "very friendly" relation-
ship with Russia, and that
Moscow never hurt New
Delhi's interests. "We, on the
other hand, had a politically
and militarily much more dif-
ficult relationship with China,
for example," he said.
Jaishankar strongly justified
India's procurement of
Russian crude oil.
"When the fighting started in
Ukraine, Europe shifted a large

part of its energy procurement
to the Middle East -- until then
the main supplier for India
and other countries," he said.
"What should we have done?
In many cases, our Middle-
East suppliers gave priority to
Europe because Europe paid
higher prices. Either we would
have had no energy because
everything would have gone to
them. Or we would have
ended up paying a lot more
because you were paying
more," he said. In a certain
way, we stabilised the energy
market that way, he added.
The external affairs minister’s
response came when asked
about criticism in Europe
against India that its procure-
ment of Russian crude oil is
detrimental to the effective-
ness of the Western sanctions
imposed on Moscow for its
invasion of Ukraine.
He argued that if no one had
bought the crude oil from
Russia and everyone had pro-
cured it from the other coun-
tries, prices on the energy
market would have shot up
even further.
"Global inflation would have
been much higher -- and that
would have been a huge polit-
ical issue in lower-income
countries," he said.
"If Europe had wanted to max-
imize the damage at the time,
it would have had to stop all
economic relations with Russia
completely. But it didn't," he
said.
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From Page 1
Subsequently,  a five-judge
bench of the Supreme court
had in April 2023 refused to
re-examine the apex court’s
order of May 2021 by which it
had declared a Maharashtra
law to grant reservation to
Marathas “unconstitutional”. 
In a related development,
Shivba Sanghatana leader
Manoj Jarange-Patil, whose
fast-unto-death agitation had
prompted the state
government to introduce the
Maratha reservation Bill in
the State Legislature, refused
to call off his 11-day-old
agitation, by saying that the
passed legislation amounted
to the “betrayal to the
Maratha community”, since
the quota should have been
provided under the Other
Backward Classes (OBC)
category and not separate.
Jarange-Patil has called a
meeting of the representatives

of Maratha community at
noon on Wednesday to decide
on his future course of action.   
Earlier, Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde said that his
government had all been
committed to giving
reservations to the Maratha
community. “All of us have
similar views on the Maratha
reservation. With the co-
operation of you all, we could
do it. I kept my promise
which I made to the Maratha
community. I thank all my
colleagues including my both
deputy chief ministers and
other ministers. Today is a
day of fulfilment of our
promises”.
“We want to give reservation
to the Maratha community
without touching the existing
quota of the OBCs in the
state. The Marathas have been
struggling for the last over 40
years to get reservation
benefits,” Shinde
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Slamming Prime Minister
Narendra Modi following the
verdict, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi said, “Masih
(the returning officer for the
poll) is just a ‘pawn’ in the
BJP’s conspiracy to murder
democracy, behind which is
the ‘face’ of Modi.”
The Supreme Court has saved
democracy in these “difficult
times”, Delhi Chief Minister
and AAP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal said.
Terming the decision historic,
Kejriwal said it was a big
victory for the Indian
National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA).
“The message of this poll is
that if INDIA Bloc parties
remain united and work
strategically, they can defeat
the BJP,” he asserted. 
The BJP had won the
Chandigarh mayoral polls on
January 30 defeating the
comfortably placed AAP-
Congress alliance candidate
after the returning officer
declared as invalid eight votes
of the coalition partners,
drawing accusations of
tampering with ballots.
Manoj Sonkar of the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
defeated Kuldeep Kumar after
polling 16 votes against his
rival’s 12 to bag the mayor’s
post. Sonkar, however,
resigned subsequently, while
three AAP Councillors
defected to the BJP.
In its verdict, the apex court
noted that as per the result
declared on January 30,
Kumar had got 12 votes and
his tally of votes now goes up
to 20 after adding the eight
which were invalidated.
The bench said Masih had
evidently put his own mark
on these eight ballot papers
for the purpose of creating a
ground for treating them as
invalidly cast.
“That apart, it is evident that
the presiding officer (Masih)
is guilty of serious
misdemeanour in doing what
he did in his role and capacity
as presiding officer,” it said.
The bench said Masih had
made a deliberate effort to
deface eight ballots which
were cast in favour of Kumar
so as to secure a result where
Sonkar would be declared
elected. “During the course of
these proceedings, for the
above reasons, we have come
to the conclusion that the
result which was declared by
the presiding officer is clearly
contrary to law and will have
to be set aside. We order
accordingly,” it said.

From Page 1
The visit will also involve the
inauguration and
commissioning of numerous
projects by the PM.
Sheikh has been missing since
January 5 when a mob
attacked Enforcement
Directorate (ED) officers
during a raid at his residence
in connection with an alleged
ration scam.
TMC supremo and West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has blamed
the BJP for orchestrating an
incident in the area alongside
the ED and the media.
“An incident has occurred
(in Sandeshkhali). It was
orchestrated. First, they
(BJP) sent the ED, and then
the BJP entered
Sandeshkhali along with
some media, which started
creating a commotion,”
Mamata said.

From Page 1
Uttarakhand BJP chief
Mahendra Bhatt was elected
unopposed to the Rajya
Sabha. His unopposed
election to the Upper House
seat was a foregone
conclusion as no other
candidate entered the fray. 
All six candidates from
Maharashtra in the fray for
Rajya Sabha elections,
including Congress turncoat
Ashok Chavan, were
declared elected unopposed. 
Among the six, the BJP had
fielded three nominees,
including Chavan, and the
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena
and NCP one each. The
Opposition Congress had
fielded one nominee.
The BJP nominees declared
elected unopposed include
Chavan, former MLA
Medha Kulkarni, and RSS
worker Ajit Gopchade. The
nominees of Shiv Sena and
Ajit Pawar-led Nationalist
Congress Party are ex-
Congress MP Milind Deora
and Praful Patel,
respectively.
The Congress had
nominated Dalit leader
Chandrakant Handore, the
lone candidate from the
Opposition. All six
candidates for Rajya Sabha

polls in Bihar, three of them
from BJP-led NDA and as
many belonging to the
opposition INDIA bloc,
were declared elected
unopposed to the Upper
House of Parliament.
The Vidhan Sabha
secretariat handed over
certificates to JD(U)’s Sanjay
Kumar Jha, besides ally BJP’s
Dharmshila Gupta and
Bhim Singh.
Certificates were also
handed over to RJD’s Manoj
Kumar Jha and Sanjay Yadav,
in addition to Akhilesh
Prasad Singh of the
Congress. While Manoj
Kumar Jha and Akhilesh
Prasad Singh, who heads the
state unit of Congress, will
enjoy second consecutive
terms, the remaining four
shall be making their
parliamentary debut.
All five candidates in the
fray for Rajya Sabha polls
from Madhya Pradesh,
including Union minister L
Murugan and three others
from BJP, were unopposed
elected. All five candidates,
including four from the BJP
and one from the Congress,
were declared elected
unopposed to Rajya Sabha
by the Returning Officer on
Tuesday.

From Page 1
“We have seen the days when
only disappointing news used
to come from J&K. Bombs,
guns, kidnapping, and
separatism had become its
misfortune. Today, we are
seeing a new J&K with
balanced and holistic
development,” Modi said.
Despite the rain, thousands of
locals attended the rally. It
was Modi’s second visit to the
Jammu region after the
abrogation of Article 370 in
August 2019. Earlier he had
addressed a public rally in the
Village Palli of Samba district
in April 2022.
The Prime Minister said that
the Constitutional promise of
social justice finally reached
refugee families, Valmiki
Community and Safai
Karamcharis. Valmiki
Community attained SC
status in what the Prime
Minister termed as
fulfillment of years-old
demand. Paddari, Pahari,
Gadda Brahmans and Kolis
have been included in the
Scheduled Tribe category.
Pointing out the reservation
for ST in the Legislative
Assembly and OBC
reservation in Panchayats,
and urban local bodies, the
Prime Minister said, “The

Mantra of Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas and
Sabka Prayas is the
foundation of the
development of Jammu &
Kashmir.”
Taking on the Congress,
Modi said this party only
believed in lip service to the
armed forces and it was his
government that fulfilled
promises like ‘One Rank One
Pension’, benefiting soldiers.
Earlier, the PM engaged with
the newly recruited
government employees and
beneficiaries of various
schemes during which he
underscored the
government’s commitment to
a developed and inclusive
future for Jammu and
Kashmir.
During such an interaction
with a woman from a remote
area of Jammu region, the PM
sought the support of the
country’s women and in
making one crore women in
India “lakhpati didis”.
Referring to the projects
which he either inaugurated
or laid the foundation stone
for, Modi said it was a
remarkable day for Jammu
and Kashmir. “The projects
in Jammu and Kashmir will
propel holistic development
of the region,” he said.
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In a country where bank loans
worth Rs 14 lakh crore have
been waived and corporate
tax exemption of Rs 1.8 lakh
crore given, why is even a
little expenditure on farmers
irking them, he asked.  
With the legal guarantee for
MSP, investment in
agriculture will increase,
demand will increase in rural
India, and farmers will also
gain confidence in growing

different types of crops, which
is a guarantee of the country’s
prosperity, Gandhi argued.  
“Those who are spreading
confusion on MSP are
insulting Dr Swaminathan
and his dreams,” the former
Congress chief said.  
Talking to reporters at the
Shambhu border point
between Punjab and Haryana
on Tuesday, Pandher, who
represents the Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha, said the farmers have
three big demands -- a legal
guarantee on the MSP for all
crops, the implementation of
the “C2 plus 50 per cent”
formula as recommended by
the Swaminathan
Commission, and loan
waiver. Replying to a

question, Pandher said at the
meeting with the Union
ministers, the farmers
proposed that a law on the
MSP be enacted by convening
a special session of
Parliament.  
On the issue of loan waiver, he
said according to government
reports, farmers have a total
debt to the tune of Rs 18.5
lakh crore. He requested
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to make an
announcement that the farm
loans would be waived, while
a mechanism for the same
could be worked out later.  
“The BJP claims that the
present prime minister is a
strong prime minister. If he
makes an announcement on

waiving the debt of 80 crore
farmers and farm laborers, it
will stamp the BJP’s claim that
he really is a strong prime
minister,” Pandher said. He
asked the Union ministers to
give their response to the
various demands of the
farmers.  
Replying to a question on the
“Delhi Chalo” march, the
farmer leader said “our
announcement (of going to
Delhi on Wednesday) stands”.
To another question, he said
no demand of the farmers has
been accepted by the Centre.  
He said at the meeting with
Union ministers Arjun
Munda, Piyush Goyal, and
Nityanand Rai, the farmers
proposed that a law on the

MSP be enacted by convening
a special session of
Parliament.  
On the issue of internet
suspension in certain areas of
Punjab, Pandher said the state
government should make its
stand clear on this. Ashok
Bulara, another farmer leader,
said the government should
frame a law on the MSP, waive
farm loans, and give rates in
accordance with the “C2 plus
50 per cent” formula
recommended by the
Swaminathan Commission.  
“Either accept our demands
or we should be allowed to
move towards Delhi for a
peaceful protest,” he said.  
On Monday evening, SKM
(Non-Political) leader Jagjit

Singh Dallewal had said,
“After holding discussions on
two of our forums, it has been
decided that the Centre’s
proposal is not in the interest
of farmers and we reject it.”
Asked if their call for a march
to Delhi still stands, Pandher
had said, “We will move to
Delhi peacefully at 11 am on
February 21.”  
The protesting farmers have
been staying put at the
Shambhu and Khanauri
border points between Punjab
and Haryana, after their
“Delhi Chalo” march to press
the BJP-led Centre for various
demands, including a legal
guarantee on the MSP for
crops, was stopped by security
forces.  
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After receiving criticism for
suspending over 100 stu-

dents and barring them from
appearing for examination for
not attending the morning
assembly, the Stephen’s College
on Tuesday withdrew the deci-
sion clarifying that the email
sent to students was “incorrectly
worded” and “miscommuni-
cated”.
In an email addressed to stu-
dents and their parents,
Stephen’s College principal John
Varghese clarified that there will
be no suspension with regard to
attendance for the morning
assembly.  “On Saturday, 17th
February 2024 an email was sent
from my office. It was a mis-
communication, incorrectly
worded and my sincere apolo-

gies for that. I was also not
copied on that email, a practice
which is normally followed
when I instruct my office to
communicate, in written mode,
on my behalf. Let me therefore
set right the matter through this
email,” the email by Varghese
read.
The principal also stated that

the morning assembly held in
the college is an old tradition
and not organised as a religious
exercise while pointing that
small portions from several
religious and philosophical texts
are read out during the assem-
bly.
Every college has its unique set
of practices and traditions, and
St Stephen’s College is no dif-
ferent. The morning assembly in
College is an old tradition of the
College. It is not a religious

event even though small por-
tions from several religious and
philosophical texts are read
out,” he wrote in the email.
He added that students, espe-

cially those studying in first year,
are expected to attend the
morning assembly to “under-
stand the history, traditions
and practices” of the college.
Varghese also said the email was
addressed to parents of students
to keep them informed about
the performance of their wards.
“Parents are important stake-

holders in the broad-based,
wholesome education that
College provides, and it is in this
spirit that parents were
addressed in the incorrectly
worded email. Inadvertent and
serious errors crept into that
email. My apologies for that,” he
wrote, while adding that the col-

lege will continue to engage with
parents of students for their wel-
fare.
Varghese further asked parents
who were not able to meet him
to fix an appointment with his
office to discuss the matter
with them.

“Students are encouraged to
attend the morning assembly
and parents will continue to be
kept informed of the perfor-
mance of their wards,” he said.
Earlier in the day, teachers and
students raised concern over
suspension of first year students

and an email barring them
from attending second semes-
ter examination for not attend-
ing morning assembly at the
college.  The students said their
parents were asked to meet the
principal over the issue failing
which the students were barred
from sitting for the exam.
The students had said setting

up an appointment was not fea-
sible for many “since their par-
ents do not live in Delhi-NCR
and, hence, it wasn’t possible for
them to travel all the way to
Delhi at short notice due to
prior commitments, scheduling
issues, and financial issues”.
“Regrettably, due to non-com-
pliance with the request, I
inform you that the students will
not be allowed to sit for the
upcoming examination as con-
sequences of the suspension,”

the email sent to the students’
parents and guardians read.
The students claimed that their
attempts to fix appointments
without their guardians were
also rejected.  The move drew
flak from all quarters including
teachers from the college who
said it was against university
rules to “force” students to take
part in a religious activity.
The teacher had also demand-
ed disciplinary action against
the person concerned who sent
the email.
Sanjeev Grewal, head of the col-
lege’s economics department,
said in an email dated February
20 (Tuesday) to Principal
Varghese, “I am quite shocked to
know that a large number of stu-
dents have been suspended from
college and it has been threat-
ened that they will also be

debarred from appearing in the
examinations. In my opinion,
students can be debarred from
appearing in the examinations
only on the grounds explicitly
stated in the university rules and
regulations. To the best of my
knowledge, the shortage of
attendance in the morning col-
lege assembly is not a ground for
debarring students from appear-
ing in the examinations.”
The morning assembly is a
convention specific to St.
Stephen’s College and is not rec-
ognized by the university (not
to talk of it being a requirement
for appearing in the examina-
tions), nor does the failure to
attend morning assembly, in my
humble opinion, constitute a
legitimate ground for suspen-
sion from the college, the HOD
added. 
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AAP MLAs trooped into
the Well of the Delhi

Assembly and protested against
the stalling of the one-time set-
tlement scheme for rectifying
water bills, leading the speak-
er to adjourn the House for the
day on Tuesday.  Meanwhile,
Leader of Opposition in Delhi
Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri claimed that he was
misbehaved by AAP MLAs
during the House proceeding
on Tuesday. He lodged a com-
plaint with the Speaker Ram
Niwas Goel demanding action
against the AAP legislators.
After the special mention of
issues related to the con-
stituencies of the MLAs under
Rule 280, the AAP members
trooped into the well of the
House and raised slogans
against the BJP, accusing it of
putting pressure on officers to
stall the scheme.  They
demanded that the Lt
Governor suspend the officers
responsible for obstructing the
scheme.  The Speaker tried to
pacify the AAP members and
asked them to take their seats.
But as the protesting MLAs
refused to budge, he adjourned
the House for half-an-hour.
When the House reconvened,
the AAP MLAs again trooped
into the well and raised slogans.

Goel again requested the
MLAs to go back to their seats

but they kept on raising slo-
gans. Finally, the Speaker
adjourned the House till 11 am
on Wednesday. Delhi Cabinet
Minister and senior AAP
leader Ms Atishi said the most
burning issue faced by the
people of Delhi today is their
absurdly inflated water bills.
This problem has been going
on for the last one and a half
years.
Senior AAP Leader and
Cabinet Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj said that there are

27 lakh consumers of Delhi Jal
Board in the national capital.
Among these, 10.60 lakh con-
sumers, approximately 40%,
haven’t paid their water bills for
months. “The reasons these
consumers have conveyed that
the bills are exorbitant, much
higher than their water con-
sumption, and have been
issued incorrectly,” he said.
Bidhuri, who was the lone BJP
MLA present in the House at
the time of second adjourn-
ment, alleged that the AAP

MLAs came to the well of the
House and raised “objection-
able slogans” against him and
leaders of his party. Bidhuri
said he has lodged a complaint
with the Speaker requesting
appropriate action against the
AAP MLAs.
“The BJP MLAs were sus-
pended from the House just for
expressing their views. Why is
there no action against the
ruling party MLAs?” he ques-
tioned.      
Bidhuri said when the House

proceedings were going on,
about one and a half dozen
Aam Aadmi Party MLAs came
to the well. They had placards
in their hands and reached the
seat of the Leader of
Opposition. They surrounded
him and started waving plac-
ards. Not only this, some MLAs
put these placards in front of
his face and kept making noise,
Bidhuri said adding they not
only used abusive language
against him but also used
objectionable language towards
BJP and the top leadership.
This conduct of theirs should
be clearly termed as cheap and
hooliganism, Bidhuri said.
Bidhuri later met the Speaker

and told him that seven BJP
MLAs were indefinitely sus-
pended from the House only
because they stood on their
seats during the Lieutenant
Governor’s address and said the
tunnel was built by Modi ji, the
ration to the poor is being pro-
vided by Modi ji’s government
and 1650 electric buses to
Delhi are also the central gov-
ernment’s gift.
Since the credit for this was

being given to the Kejriwal gov-
ernment in the Lieutenant
Governor’s address. The con-
duct of the BJP MLAs, on the
one hand, was termed as objec-
tionable and referred to the
Privileges Committee and they
were suspended from the
House.
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AAP MLA Madan Lal on
Tuesday demanded imple-

mentation of recommenda-
tions of the Idate Commission
on de-notified and nomadic
tribes in Delhi so that such
communities can be brought
into the mainstream.
In his address in the Delhi
Assembly, the Kasturba Nagar
MLA also said these commu-
nities, which belonged to a
large group of different castes,
had been “targeted” and treat-
ed brutally during the colonial
rule.  He said these De-notified
and Nomadic Tribes (DNTs)
were targeted using Criminal
Tribes Act. Either their prop-
erties were confiscated or their
members were jailed and ill-
treated by the British rulers.
In 1952, this Act was repealed,
thus de-notifying the DNTs as
“Criminal Tribes”.  “In 2015,
under the then government, a
commission led by B R Idate
was set up. In 2018, it submit-
ted its recommendations for
the benefit of such communi-
ties,” Lal said.

There were 198 such com-
munities and many of them
were targeted during the colo-
nial rule as they had raised
their voices against the unjust
rule, the AAP MLA said.
“Today in Delhi there are 29
such communities. I appeal to
you (the House), and the chief
minister (Arvind Kejriwal) to
implement the recommenda-
tions of the Idate Commission
in Delhi so that such commu-
nities can be brought into the
mainstream and get the due
benefits,” Lal said.
Another AAP MLA, Somnath
Bharti, in his address raised the
issue of alleged ill-treatment of
the members of the Dalit com-
munity in the last 10 years
since the BJP came to power at
the Centre.  There was no
immediate reaction from the
BJP.  Bharti alleged that a tem-
ple dedicated to Bhagwan
Valmiki in south Delhi area
was “dismantled” as this com-
munity and the locals “do not
vote for them (BJP)”.  He,
however, did not elaborate the
issue any further.
“They do not feel ashamed.

On the one hand they talk of

Lord Ram but on the other
hand they raze a Valmiki tem-
ple. But I will get that temple
reconstructed,” Bharti asserted
in his address.  Before the
beginning of the proceedings
of the assembly, Speaker Ram
Niwas Goel read out a condo-
lence message mourning the
passing away of renowned Jain
monk Acharya Vidyasagar
Maharaj.
A two-minute silence was also
observed in the House to pay
respects to the seer.  The Jain
monk breathed his last on
Sunday at Chandragiri Teerth
in Dongargarh in
Chhattisgarh’s Rajnandgaon
district after undertaking
‘sallekhna’.
Sallekhna is a Jain religious

practice involving voluntary
fast-unto-death for spiritual
purification.  Tilak Nagar MLA
from AAP, Jarnail Singh, spoke
in Punjabi about the victims of
1984 anti-Sikh riots and a
subsidy scheme for their fam-
ilies.  He urged the government
to expedite the process so that
the affected families, who are
entitled to subsidies but are not
able to avail them, can do so.
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on

Tuesday inaugurated island
fountains and storm water
channels (SWC) 2 and 5 in
Dwarka. The rejuvenated chan-
nels  will provide a green and
clean, refreshing environment
for the public to go out for
walks, jogging, cycling and
daily commute to and from
work.
This is as per the commitment
of the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) to develop
world class infrastructure along
with green space and beautify
the Dwarka sub city. West
Delhi MP Parvesh Sahib Singh
and South Delhi MP Ramesh
Bidhuri, and other senior offi-
cials of the DDA were also pre-

sent. The project has been
completed by DDA at the cost
of Rs 300 crore. The SWC 2 has
capacity of  7 MLD and SWC
5 has 9.5 MLD capacity to treat
sewage.The rejuvenation of
storm water channels 2 and 5
to address the issue of drainage
system, provide green space,
add to the public amenities and
beautify the Dwarka sub-city.
SWC2 and SWC5 Channels
pass through many sectors (8,
9, 20, 23, 19, 24 and Sectors 3,
13, 14, 16) of Dwarka before
merging with Najafgarh drain
which further falls into River
Yamuna. SWC2 has length of
5.2 Km and SWC5 has a length
of 3.8 Km. Over the past few
years, these channels have been
subjected to discharge of
domestic waste waters from
adjoining colonies and other

areas lacking sewerage facilities.
The channels became open
sewers and resulted in inhos-
pitable situations in the near-
by areas.
To address these pollution
issues and boost the overall
environmental wellbeing, DDA
executed this project to reju-
venate the channels by sewer-
age interception and treatment
along with area development of
adjacent green buffer zones
and open areas. The channels
to act as greenways connecting
metro stations to the residen-
tial areas and major public
areas like Golf Course, Bharat
Vandana Park, sports complex
etc. along the entire length of
9 km and also incorporate a
solar arcade consisting of 44
nos. of solar flower with the
capacity to generate 203KWp

and 30 nos. of solar tree each
having capacity of 1KWp for
harnessing solar energy to be
used for the lighting in the pro-
ject area. All the solar power
facility is on grid.
Speaking at the event, Lt

Governor said that beautifica-
tion work of Delhi has just
begun and it will continue at a
faster pace in the days to come,
adding that lots of develop-
mental work have been under-
taken in the national capital in

the recent past.”I compliment
DDA for their hard work and
completing the work in a time
bound manner,” he said.  He
further added land has been
allotted for Diplomatic Enclave
and state bhawans in Dwarka,
which will give national and
international recognition to
the sub-city.
The street light poles all along
the cycle track and walk way is
also provided along with the
facility of CCTV for the secu-
rity and surveillance of the
commuters. There is inclusion
of amenities such as a cycle
track, mooram path, natural
trails, and walkways, provi-
sion of daily necessities like an
open air food court, open air
theatre, yoga pavilion, chil-
dren park, and easily accessible
public toilets. Furthermore,

there are riverfront activities
including viewing decks, per-
gola bridges, check dams.
The 4 cascade-type horse foun-
tains of 12 feet each, con-
structed at the intersection of
sector 1/7 and sector 2/6
Dwarka, to further add to the
aesthetic beauty of the place.
The fountains have redevel-
oped green areas and barrier
free ramps.
The DDA has been working on
mission mode under the con-
sistent guidance of Delhi LG
towards the development of
Dwarka sub-city and has
recently accomplished many
projects in this location, con-
structed affordable to premium
houses, built a state-of-the-art
DDA Sports Complex at Sector
17 for health and fitness enthu-
siasts, foot-over-bridges for

pedestrian safety, utsavpandal
to provide an economic festiv-
ity option to the residents of
Delhi.
“Further developmental pro-
jects in Dwarka includes 200
acre Bharat Vandana Park
that would add to the green
cover of the city, Centres of
Excellence are being devel-
oped in multiple sports like
wrestling, weight lifting, box-
ing, etc. and a huge public golf
course to further the public
health and wellness. All these
projects will be completed
this year. The work on the
construction of UER-II is fast
nearing completion, given the
rapid pace of execution, the
allocations for 2023-24 have
been enhanced from Rs. 920
crore to Rs. 1590 crore,” the
authority said in a statement.

#�����������	��	�������������	$�	��!�%�����������	����&%���


������������� ��������

At least 50 farmers were
detained by the Gurugram

Police in Manesar when they
tried to march to Delhi to
protest “unfair” compensation
for over 1,800 acres of farmland
sold to the state government.
The protesters were taken to
the Manesar Police Lines in two
buses, said police.
The farmers alleged that they

were not given the right price
for 1,810 acres of land in five
villages in Manesar and decid-
ed to protest at Jantar Mantar
in Delhi on Tuesday.   Police,
after getting information, sent
notices to many farmer leaders
late Monday evening, but the
farmers still gathered Tuesday
morning under the banner of
Dakshin Haryana Kisan Khap
Samiti, ready to march.
More than 500 policemen were
deployed in Manesar to stop

the farmers from marching to
the national capital, an officer
said.  The entire Manesar area
was converted into a canton-
ment in the morning. At
around noon, when farmers
started moving towards Delhi,
police took them into custody.

Farmer leaders called the
Haryana government a dicta-
torship over the police action.
“The government wants to loot
the farmers’ land by taking it at
throwaway prices,” said
Mahendra Singh, a farmer
leader.  “Today, the farmers
wanted to march peacefully to
Delhi but the government
adopted a dictatorial attitude
and did not allow the farmers
to go beyond Manesar. They
are  afraid of the farmers’
movement, but until the
demand for MSP  is not met,
the farmers’ movement will
continue,” Santokh Singh, one
of the protesters, said.
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The Delhi Police directed
security personnel

deployed at the city’s Tikri,
Singhu and Ghazipur border
points to stay alert and con-
ducted mock drills on Tuesday,
a day ahead of protesting
farmer’s proposed march
towards the national Capital.
The move came a day after the
protesting farmers rejected the
Centre’s proposal to buy puls-
es, maize and cotton crops
through government agencies
at minimum support price
(MSP) for five years, and
announced to continue with
their ‘Delhi Chalo’ agitation on
Wednesday.
In the fourth round of talks
with the farmer leaders on
Sunday, a panel of three Union
ministers proposed that gov-
ernment agencies would buy
pulses, maize and cotton at the
MSP for five years after enter-
ing into an agreement with
farmers. 
Farmer leaders refused the
proposal, saying it was not in
favour of farmers. Delhi Police

officials said security personnel
deployed at the three borders
were on Tuesday asked to stay
on alert. They said commuters
might face traffic congestion.
Protesting farmers and
Haryana police personnel
clashed at the Punjab-Haryana
border near Amabala on
February 13. 
The two border points of Delhi

and Haryana - Tikri and
Singhu - are sealed with the
heavy deployment of police
personnel and multi-layered
barricades of concrete and iron
nails. 
Two lanes of the Ghazipur
border have also been shut with
multi-layer barricades and
police personnel.
An official said if required, the

Ghazipur border may also be
shut on Wednesday.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (outer) Jimmy Chiram
said there was sufficient
deployment of the force,
besides paramilitary personnel,
at the Delhi-Haryana borders.
Another officer said the Delhi
Police was prepared to stop the
farmers at the Delhi borders.

Security personnel have been
directed to not allow even a sin-
gle protester or vehicle to enter
Delhi, he said, adding that
mock security drills were con-
ducted during the day.
The Delhi Police has already
stocked up 30,000 tear gas
shells. 
The officer said that checking
vehicles on various roads lead-
ing to the central part of Delhi
may lead to traffic congestion
on Wednesday.
Meanwhile, a Delhi Police team
including top IPS officials vis-
ited the Shambhu border
between Punjab and Haryana,
where thousands of protesting
farmers are camping, to gain a
firsthand understanding of the
situation.
According to sources, the visit
aimed to assess the Haryana
Police’s strategy in containing
the farmers’ advance towards
Delhi. 
The Haryana Police deployed
concrete slabs, iron nails, bar-
ricades, barbed wires, and both
police and paramilitary per-
sonnel across strategic points
on the border with Punjab. 
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Dilli Gharana, an excellent
organisation that strives

hard for the preservation of
musical traditions of Indian
Music, is all set to organise the
“Dilli Durbar 2024” third edition
between February 23 to  25. 
The festival is all set to show off
the resurgence of Indian
Classical Music. Dilli Durbar
2024 will conduct a compre-
hensive range of activities like
performances, discussions,
workshops, and exhibitions.
Hence, attendees will get to
engross themselves in a rich
tapestry of spirituality.
Previously, Dilli Gharana had
organised two editions of this
exquisite festival, the “Dilli
Durbar — Back to Classics” in
2019 and then again in 2023.
The first edition of this show was
conducted at the IGNCA New
Delhi for two days, i.e., 16th &
17th March 2019. The second
version was held at the Kartavya
Path, India Gate, between
February 10 and 12, 2023.
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St Stephens suspends unruly students on campus, revokes it later
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister

Amit Shah on Tuesday greeted
the people of Arunachal
Pradesh and Mizoram on their
Statehood day and lauded their
culture. Arunachal Pradesh
and Mizoram were granted
Statehood on this day in 1987.
Prime Minister Modi said in a
post on X, "The people of
Arunachal Pradesh are making
rich contributions to India's
development. The culture of
the state is also greatly admired,
particularly the vibrant tribal
traditions and the rich biodi-
versity. May Arunachal Pradesh
keep prospering for years to
come." 
Greeting the people of
Mizoram, he said, "India is very
proud of Mizoram's unique
cultural tapestry, its rich beau-
ty and the warm-hearted spir-
it of its people. 
The Mizo culture is very inspir-
ing, embodying a blend of tra-

dition and harmony. Praying
for the continuous progress,
peace and prosperity of
Mizoram."
In his message to the people of
Arunachal Pradesh, Home
Minister Shah  wished that the
state will touch new heights in
development under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister Pema
Khandu. Shah also conveyed
his greetings to the people of
Mizoram on its statehood day.
"Statehood day greetings to
our sisters and brothers in
Arunachal Pradesh. PM Shri
@narendramodi ji's policy of
all-inclusive development has
contributed immensely to

unlocking the economic poten-
tial of the state blessed with
stunning natural beauty and
vibrant cultural diversity," he
said in a post on X.
"May the people of Arunachal
Pradesh in the times to come
touch new heights in develop-
ment under the leadership of
@PemaKhanduBJP ji," he said.
In his message to "sisters and
brothers in Mizoram", Shah
said the State is a vibrant spot
on the diverse mosaic of the
country's cultural tapestry.  "All
my best wishes are with them
on the path toward further
progress and wellbeing," he
said.
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The US is engaged with
India on the issue of

alleged failed plot to kill a Sikh
separatist and it is looking
forward to the findings of the
high-level committee appoint-
ed by New Delhi to probe the
matter, US Deputy Secretary of
State Richard Verma said on
Tuesday.
In December, Washington said
it thwarted an alleged plot
hatched by an Indian agent to
kill Sikh separatist Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun on American
soil. India has already consti-
tuted a probe committee to
investigate the allegations.
"On the issue that was raised,
look, we raised our concerns
with the government of India.
There is a committee of
inquiry looking into the mat-
ter and we will stay engaged
with the government and look
forward to their findings and
they've taken it very seriously.
And we're grateful for that,"
Verma said.
The former US Ambassador to
India was responding to a
question at an interactive ses-
sion organised by the Observer

Research Foundation (ORF).
Delving into various geo-polit-
ical challenges, he also lauded
the Indian Navy's role in strate-
gic waters in view of attacking
Houthi militants attacking var-
ious commercial vessels in the
Red Sea.
"We appreciate everything
India has been doing in the
Red Sea with its Navy and the
incredible support that they
have provided. I am grateful to
all of our US military partners
or other coalition partners," he
said.
In the last few weeks, the
Indian Navy extended assis-
tance to a number of merchant
vessels in the Arabian Sea fol-
lowing attacks on them. India
has not joined any coalition
including the one backed by
the US in view of the security
situation in the Red Sea.
Verma said the US-India rela-
tions are "surging forward at a
pace and scale that many of us
could not have predicted only
a few years ago".
He also suggested that the
cooperation under the Quad
framework is not to contain
China and that the overarch-
ing goal is to ensure a peace-
ful Indo-Pacific region.

More broadly, that stands on its
own and I think it sends a very
powerful message around the
world, he said, adding the
threats in the Indo-Pacific are
"real".
"The threats we face are real,
but building our collective
capabilities, increasing our
sharing of information and
improving maritime domain
awareness and interoperabili-
ty, for example, will ensure
India continues to be a
provider of net security across
the Indo Pacific region and
beyond," Verma said.
"And the US will continue to
be a Pacific power for the
decades ahead," he said, adding
that Washington's work on
protecting, preserving and
strengthening democracy will
continue.

The fight is even more impor-
tant in view of the rise of auto-
cratic and authoritarian lead-
ers and movements that seek to
undermine the rules based
order, he said in comments
seen as an oblique reference to
leadership of China and
Russia.
"This includes continuing to
strengthen a global rules based
order, architecture, ensuring
we bridge divides on income
inequality and battling miss
and disinformation.
Democracy must continue to
deliver for our peoples," he
said.
On US-China rivalry, Verma
said, "We are engaged inten-
sively in strategic competition
with China; cooperating where
we can, but competing aggres-
sively to protect the rules based
(global) order."
He also noted that former US
presidents Harry S Truman,
Dwight Eisenhower and John
F Kennedy were all committed
to seeing a strong US-India
relationship.    The senior
American official said before
Kennedy became President in
1961, as a Senator said the fate
of Asia rests with India.
Following the Chinese attack

on India in 1962, President
Kennedy committed thou-
sands of tonnes of ammuni-
tion, and even provided sig-
nificant logistics and intelli-
gence support to New Delhi.
"He was committed to India's
success and its defence. And
then yes, somewhat rapidly
and for reasons that I think are
too complex to cover today in
the short amount of time we
have, India and the United
States went their separate ways
for nearly 25 years," he said.
Verma said "We lost a genera-
tion of cooperation and the
important lessons are to be
learned from that period so
that we don't repeat the mis-
takes of the past."
He said President Bill Clinton's
visit to India in 2000 marked
the launch of "full scale part-
nership" between the two
countries.
"And in these 24 years, we have
grown dramatically in every
facet of our cooperation. We
went from USD 0 in defence
sales to now being major
defence partners, co produc-
tion partners and conducting
the most complex exercises in
every facet in defence," he
said.
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In a significant development
towards Tejas Mk1A pro-

gramme, the Digital Fly by
Wire Flight Control Computer
(DFCC) was integrated in pro-
totype LSP7 and successfully
flown on Monday, Defence
Ministry said here on Tuesday.
Giving details, they said the
DFCC has been indigenously
developed by the Aeronautical
Development Establishment
(ADE), Bengaluru for the Tejas
- Mk1A indigenously designed
and manufactured fighter jet.
Digital Fly by Wire Flight
Control Computer features
Quadraplex Power PC based
Processor, high speed
autonomous state machine
based I/O controller, enhanced
computational throughput and
complex on-board software

complied to DO178C level- A
safety requirements. All critical
parameters and performance of
the flight controls were found
satisfactory. The maiden flight
was piloted by Wing
Commander Siddarth Singh
KMJ (Retired) of National
Flight Test Centre. 
Aeronautical Development
Agency, under the aegis of
Department of Defence
Research and development and
Ministry of Defence has suc-

cessfully type certified Tejas-
Light Combat aircraft (LCA).
Indian Air Force has already
operationalised Tejas LCA
Mk1. The improved version of
the aircraft, Tejas MK1A fea-
tures advanced mission com-
puter, high performance Digital
Flight Control Computer
(DFCC Mk1A), Smart Multi-
Function Displays (SMFD),
Advanced Electronically
Scanned Array (AESA) Radar,
Advanced Self-protection
Jammer, Electronic Warfare
Suit etc.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh complimented joint
teams from DRDO, IAF, ADA
and industries involved in the
development and successful
flight test of this critical system
for Tejas Mk1A and termed it
as a major step towards
Atmanirbharata with reduced
count of special imports. 
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The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has

directed universities and
Higher Education Institutions
(HEIs) across the country to
publicise the new criminal laws
and dispel "myths" surround-
ing them.
Among the "myths" cited by the
UGC are that the new laws
"threaten" individual freedom
and aim to establish a "police
state", that sedition provisions
have been retained under
'Deshdroh' and that these leg-
islations enable "police tor-
ture". UGC Secretary Manish
Joshi said, "The Higher
Educational Institutions have
been requested to publicise
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2023 around the themes con-
tained in the flyers and by car-
rying out campaigns by way of
displays through standees, dis-
tributing flyers and organizing

seminars and talks by lawyers,
judges both serving and retired
and their respective faculties in
their institutions."
The HEIs have also been asked
to share the details of the activ-
ities undertaken to the Ministry
of Education for sending them
to Home Ministry, he added.
The Bharatiya Sakshya Sanhita,
2023, The Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita Bill, 2023,
and The Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023 were passed by

both Houses of Parliament
during the Winter Session.
They were enacted into law
after they got assent from
President Droupadi Murmu.
They will respectively replace
Indian Evidence Act, 1872, the
Criminal Procedure Code,
1973 and the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).
In its flyers, the UGC has
mentioned the following
"myths": "The new criminal
laws threaten individual free-

dom, aim to establish a police
state; (they) are mere repack-
aging of existing draconian
provisions; the extension of
custody from 15 to 90 days in
the new criminal laws is a
shocking provision enabling
police torture; sedition is gone,
but appears as 'Deshdroh' in
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 2023
and harsh punishment in hit-
and-run cases under Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita 2023".
While 20 new offences have
been added in the (BNS), 19
provisions that existed in IPC
have been deleted. In 33
offences the punishment of
imprisonment has been
increased, in 83 the punish-
ment of fine has been
enhanced, while in 23 the
mandatory minimum punish-
ment has been introduced and
in six offences the punishment
of 'community service' has
been introduced.
The major changes proposed in
the new criminal laws include

introduction of definition of
child; inclusion of transgender
in the definition of 'gender';
inclusion of electronic and dig-
ital records in the definition of
document and widening of
the definition of 'movable to
include property of every
description.
New chapters on offence
against woman and child and
'inchoate offences' (attempt,
abetment and conspiracy) have
been introduced while beggary
has been introduced as a form
of exploitation for trafficking.
New offences like organised
crime, terrorist act, petty
organised crime, hit-and-run,
mob lynching, hiring child to
commit offence,  sexual
exploitation of woman by
deceitful means, snatching,
abetment outside India, acts
endangering the sovereignty,
integrity and unity of India,
publication of false or fake
news etc have been intro-
duced.
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The National  Human
Rights Commission

(NHRC) has sent a notice to
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) over
reports that an 80-year-old
man died at the Mumbai air-
port after he was refused a
wheelchair despite prior
request to an airline and
forced to walk.
Reportedly, the US-based
Indian-origin man collapsed
after walking for about 1.5 km
on the way to the immigra-
tion area, the NHRC said in
a statement. He was walking
alongside his wife, who was in
a wheelchair.
The elderly couple was trav-

elling from New York to
India, the rights panel said,
quoting the report.
The NHRC said it "has taken
suo motu cognisance of a
media report that an 80-year-
old man died at the Mumbai
airport as he had to walk
when not provided with a
wheelchair despite prior

request to the airline." The
Commission observed that
the content of the media
report, if true, raises a serious
issue of violation of human
rights of the victim.
It has asked the DGCA for a
detail report in four weeks.  It
should include the status of
compensation if any, provid-
ed to the next of kin of the
deceased, the statement said.
The Commission said it
would also like to know the
steps taken or proposed to be
taken to ensure that such
incidents do not recur.
"There has been a significant
increase in the number of air
passengers as well as the air-

fare, but the standard of facil-
ities doesn't seem to have
improved proportionately
resulting in several com-
plaints reported in the media
and posted on social media,"
the Commission observed.
"According to the media
report, there were 32 wheel-
chair passengers on the par-
ticular flight but there were
only 15 available with accom-
panying staff on the ground to
help them. The wife sat in the
wheelchair while the hus-
band followed her on foot and
collapsed after some time.
The elderly couple was trav-
elling from New York to
India," it said.
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India and New Zealand on
Tuesday here reviewed the

entire gamut of their maritime
ties during talks between Royal
New Zealand Navy chief Rear
Admiral David Proctor and
Navy chief Admiral R Hari
Kumar, navy officials said.
Giving details, they said during
the interaction, the Principals
discussed avenues to strength-
en bilateral maritime coopera-
tion, including increased oper-
ational engagements, training
exchanges and information
sharing. Proctor is scheduled to
participate in Indian Navy’s

flagship exercise ‘Milan 24’ at
Visakhapatnam and also
undertake high level engage-
ments at Western Naval
Command.
Maritime cooperation between
the two navies has witnessed
significant growth since
Admiral Kumar’s visit to New
Zealand in October 2022. The
visit marked conclusion of
Technical Arrangement on
White Shipping Information
Exchange. Further, warships
from both the Navies have
been making regular port calls
at each other’s ports, last being
port calls by INS Kolkata and
INS Sahyadri at Auckland and
Wellington in September 2023. 
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Thailand, home to the
world's second-largest

Buddhist population, is eager-
ly awaiting to pay homage to
the revered relics of Lord
Buddha from the National
Museum here, along with
those of his esteemed disci-
ples  Sariputra and
Moggallana from Bihar's
Sanchi which are being ten-
derly transported via a spe-
cially arranged Indian Air
Force aircraft to the spiritual
neighbour.
During an eleven-day expo-
sition from February 23 to
March 3, four of the twenty
relics destined for Thailand
will be showcased across four
cit ies ,  including Sanam
Luang, inviting devotees to
offer their reverence.
Thailand boasts the world's
second-largest Buddhist pop-

ulation, after China with
approximately 64 million fol-
lowers. Thailand has the sec-
ond largest Buddhist popula-

tion in the world.
Union Culture Ministr y
Secretar y Govid Mohan
shared during a press confer-

ence, "The relics will arrive in
Thailand on February 22 and
will be displayed for eleven
days at Sanam Luang Pavilion,
Bangkok, from February 23,
2024,  to March 3.
Subsequently, they will be
showcased at Ho Kum Luang,
Royal Rujapruek, Chiang Mai,
and Wat Maha Wanaram,
Ubon Ratchathani, each for
the next five days, respec-
tively, followed by Wat Maha
That, Ao Luek, Krabi, for an
additional five days until
March 18."
On March 19, the relics will
be respectfully returned to
India.
The holy Buddha relics, cur-
rently housed in the National
Museum, are renowned as
the 'Kapilvastu Relics,' origi-
nating from a site in Bihar
first discovered in 1898 in
Piprahwa, Siddharthnagar
district, Uttar Pradesh, once

part of the ancient city of
Kapilavastu. While twenty
sacred bone fragments are
housed in the National
Museum, the remaining two
are on display at the Indian
Museum, Kolkata.
These relics will be accorded
the esteemed status of a State
Guest and transported in the
same climate-controlled case
as they are presently kept at
the National Museum.
This journey to Thailand fol-
lows a similar exposition in
Mongolia on the occasion of
Mongolia's Buddha Purnima
on June 14, 2022. 
Notably, the last internation-
al display of these relics
occurred in 2012 in Sri Lanka,
with subsequent guidelines
restricting their movement
due to their delicate nature,
categorizing them under the
'AA' category of Antiquities
and Art Treasures.
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Anational-level mega health
screening and manage-

ment project covering over
20,000 students across 55
Ekalavya Model Residential
Schools in fourteen States
across the country, is scheduled
for launch on Wednesday.
To be kicked off at an event
here, the project is led by
Sarbananda Sonowal, Union
Minister of Ayush and Ports,
Shipping and Waterways, and
Arjun Munda, Union Minister
of Tribal Affairs and Minister
of Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare. It integrates Ayurvedic
interventions to address preva-
lent health issues among trib-
al youth, such as anaemia,
haemoglobinopathies, malnu-
trition, and tuberculosis.
With a focus on anaemia,

haemoglobinopathies, malnu-
trition, and tuberculosis, the
project aims to foster healthy
lifestyle practices and disease
management among tribal
youth.
The Ministry of Ayush through
its research council CCRAS has
taken this health initiative for
Tribal Students in collaboration
with the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs and ICMR- National
Institute of Research in Tribal
Health (NIRTH) Jabalpur.
The project aims at screening
the general health condition of
the students enrolled in class-
es 6th to 12th. Efforts will be
made to inculcate healthy
lifestyle practices among stu-
dents as per the principles of
Ayurveda. Also, an integrated
approach will be made for the
management of the diseases.
A Memorandum of

Understanding was signed
between the Ministry of Ayush
and Ministry of Tribal Affairs
in October 2022 to explore the
areas of collaboration, conver-
gence and synergy for tribal
development. Accordingly,
CCRAS developed 72 Poshan
Vatikas in EMRS of 20 states.
CCRAS Institutes also partic-
ipated in the mega health
camps during Janajati
Mahotsav at Saraikela,
Jharkhand.
Tribal health in India is still an
area of concern after more
than seven decades of inde-
pendence, despite various
efforts. The tribal population of
the country, as per 2011 census,
is 10.43 crore, constituting
8.6% of the total population;
89.97% of them live in rural
areas and 10.03% in urban
areas.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday
sought the support of

the country’s women folk and
said he wants to make one
crore women in India
“lakhpati didis”.
The prime minister lauded
the beneficiaries of the
Centre’s major schemes in
Jammu and Kashmir for
setting an example for the
rest of the country. He
interacted with the
beneficiaries during his visit
to Jammu to ascertain how
the schemes have
transformed the lives of the
people in the Union
Territory.
During a public rally, the PM
encouraged a self-help group
(SHG) head Kirti of Basohli
area of Kathua district to
leverage the loan scheme
under livelihood scheme and
contribute to the success of
rural women.
Kirti, whose SHG had
purchased three cows and

repaid the loan, has now a big
cowshed due to the efforts of
several women.
She said, “The lives of
women are changing and
they are becoming the
engines of change in rural
India. The credit of the
changes goes to such
schemes gifted to us by the
prime minister”.
Lauding Kirti for her
contribution, the PM sought
support from the country’s
women folk and said he

wants to make one crore
women in India “lakhpati
didis”.
She replied saying she will
fully support Modi’s mission
of “lakhpati didis”.
From farmers to SHG
members, Modi interacted
with five beneficiaries -
including three from Jammu
and two from Kashmir - to
learn about the impact of
schemes such as Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Gramin
(PMAY-G), PM Kisan, Jal

Jeevan Mission, National
Rural Livelihood Mission,
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PMJAY), Ayushman
Bharat, PM Ujjwala and
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja
Suraksha evam Utthaan
Mahabhiyan (PM-KUSUM)
on their lives.
The prime minister
acknowledged the exemplary
role played by Shaheen
Begum, a post-graduate
entrepreneur from north
Kashmir’s Bandipora area.
Shaheen, a beneficiary of the
Deendayal Antyodaya
scheme, has transformed the
lives of rural women in
Kashmir by setting up SHGs
and various units, including a
poultry farm.
She credited the prime
minister for her success,
stating, “Your schemes have
changed our lives. I never
dreamt that such a change
would take place. It was a
difficult life for us but you
changed it. We thank you,
Sir.”
PM Modi praised Shaheen

for her entrepreneurship
skills and also commended
her parents for educating her.
He said, “I bow before your
parents for educating you.
You are becoming a
successful entrepreneur. That
shows everything is possible
under the Modi rule,” he said.
Continuing the engagement,
he greeted Lal Mohammad, a
Gujjar from Poonch district,
who has successfully
constructed a house under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G).
Mohammad recited a poem
in praise of Modi and India,
expressing his support to
them.
The prime minister extended
greetings to Riyaz Ahmed
Kohli from Pulwama and
Veena Parihar from Atholi
(Paddar) in Kishtwar district,
the first time beneficiaries of
the Jal Jeevan Mission and
PM Ujjwala schemes which
gave them piped water supply
and gas connection
respectively, in the remotest
areas of J&K.

Modi seeks support of women
to make 1 crore lakhpati didis

People attend a programme of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Jammu on
Tuesday PTI 
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Kohli shared his story how
his remote village got
connected through piped
water under Jal Jeevan
Mission to provide water
supply to their village.
“We have got water
connections for the first time
since Independence. We got
benefitted from the forest
rights law after the abrogation
of Article 370. We thank you,
Sir. I never thought about
talking to the PM like this.
We are fortunate to talk to
you,” he said. 



The United Nations
(UN), established in
1945 as a successor to

the League of Nations, set out
with the ambitious objective
of preventing global con-
flicts and maintaining inter-
national peace. However,
throughout its history, the
UN has encountered numer-
ous challenges and criti-
cisms, casting doubt on its
effectiveness in fulfilling its
mandate. This article delves
into the journey of the UN,
its shortcomings, and con-
temporary geopolitical con-
flicts that underscore its lim-
itations.
The League of Nations,
established after World War
I (1914-1919), aimed to pre-
vent future wars but ulti-
mately failed to prevent
World War II (1939-1945),
leading to the creation of the
United Nations. While inher-
iting the aspirations of its
predecessor, the UN has
faced its own set of short-
comings.
One major criticism lies in
the structure of the UN, par-
ticularly the Security
Council. The veto power
and power imbalances
among its permanent mem-
bers often impede decisive

action, as seen in conflicts
like the Russia-Ukraine dis-
pute, highlighting the orga-
nization's limitations in
addressing geopolitical crises
effectively.
A significant limitation of the
UN is its reliance on mem-
ber states for military contri-
butions. The absence of a
standing UN military force
has resulted in delays and
compromises in responding
promptly to crises, as evident
in the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine conflict.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky's
address to the UN Security
Council in April 2022
emphasised the potential
consequences of the UN's
failure in resolving conflicts,
raising profound concerns

about the organisation's effi-
cacy.
Furthermore, the UN's
dependence on member
states for peacekeeping mis-
sions can lead to delays and
compromises in crisis
responses, as illustrated by
the complexities of the Israel-
Gaza conflict.
The United Nations Security
Council (UNSC), responsible
for global peace and securi-
ty, has long been criticised for
its exclusive permanent
membership limited to five
nations. The dominance of a
select few countries within
the UNSC raises questions
about the organization's
adaptability to the evolving
global landscape.
India, among other nations,
has demonstrated the quali-

fications for permanent
UNSC membership, yet the
exclusive club remains
closed, sparking debates on
fairness and representation.
Calls for UNSC reform have
been ongoing, proposing
solutions such as expanding
permanent membership or
including more rotating
seats. However, resistance to
these discussions highlights
the challenge of diluting the
power of existing perma-
nent members.
In conclusion, while the
United Nations strives to
uphold its noble intentions,
it faces significant hurdles in
fulfilling its mission.
Addressing structural issues
within the Security Council,
enhancing peacekeeping
capabilities, and promoting
diplomatic solutions are
imperative for the UN to
adapt to the demands of a
complex global landscape.
Criticism, though essential
for improvement, must be
met with a collective com-
mitment to strengthen the
UN's ability to foster interna-
tional peace and security.
(The writer is a political sci-
ence student of Bharati col-

lege, Delhi University; views
are personal)
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Sir — The Supreme Court (SC) has
declared the Electoral Bond (EB) Scheme
unconstitutional and upheld the citizens’
right to know, as enshrined in the
Constitution and the Right to
Information Act. The BJP government
had concealed the details of the EBs
through shrewd legislative manoeuvring.
The Representation of the People Act was
amended to exclude the EBs from the
mandatory reporting requirements, as
well as the IT Act and the Companies Act
to ensure total secrecy. Bizarrely enough,
the Government argued in the SC that
“citizens do not have a right to know the
funding of political parties.”
UIC Law Review published the scholar-
ly work of Conrad Foreman, “Money in
Politics: Campaign Finance and its
Influence over the Political Process and
Public Policy” (2018). He wrote, “Beyond
being competitive in the race, fundrais-
ing superiority correlates with victories:
the better-funded candidate tends to win
Congressional races. Between 2010 and
2016, candidates who outspent their

opponents won ninety per cent of House
elections.” He further wrote, “After win-
ning their seats, it would only be natur-
al for legislators to consider how their
decisions as lawmakers might affect
their campaign donors...” and how leg-
islation tends to favour the interests of
big business and wealthy individuals over
average Americans. In September 2017,
the Australia Institute published a report
titled, The Tip of the Iceberg: Political
Donations from the Mining Industry,
which looked at patterns of political
donations declared by the mining indus-
try during the 10 years to 2016. The
report found that “Donations correlate
with the election cycle, timelines on
project approvals, and debates on key
industry policies such as the mining tax
and carbon price.” Nonetheless, the
specifics of corporate funding of politi-
cal parties are fully disclosed in these
countries.

Haridasan Rajan | Kozhikode  
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Sir — It was quite obvious that Imran
Khan's inswingers and outswingers may
not work wonders in the political field.
The power of balance in Pakistan is
poised on a fragile platform. Sharif,
Zardari, and Khan constitute a lopsided
triangle. All three are high-stakes gam-
blers in the no-limits political casino. The
croupier owner is the army. All three
know that this is their last throw of the
dice. 
The 2024 Pakistan elections will be
remembered as one in which leaders
fought to stay out of power after the
results came in. The Sharifs and Bhuttos
have turned the " etiquette" into a
strained joke. Who is the first - is a ques-
tion mark. Nawaz Sharif has stepped aside
for his brother Shehbaz to become Prime
Minister. He is still hoping to be promot-
ed to saviour when history calls. The
Pakistani people suffer forever.

CK Subramaniam | Chennai
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Sir — It refers to "Indian women clinch
historic gold." Not many would know
Anmol Kharb 3 years ago, but such is the
nerves of steel this 17-year-old that
three times last week she came to the res-
cue of her team and clinched the decider. 
She was playing in her first internation-
al tournament and world no. 472 beat
many higher-ranked players from China,
Japan and Thailand. India's men's team
won the Thomas Cup 2 years ago, but the
women's team could never win a team
title, that long drought has ended in a style
because the unseeded Indian women's
team beat China, Japan and Thailand dur-
ing their title win. One thing is certain the
Indian Women's Badminton story is not
going to end with P.V. Sindhu as Treesa,
Gaytri and Anmol will carry on the lega-
cy and take the baton ahead with much
more hope and will bring many laurels for
the country. Thousands of young girls
should take up this sport after this inspir-
ing performance.

Bal Govind | Noida
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scorecard shows the right
boxes are ticked: corruption,
the people’s biggest concern,
has been emphatically
addressed with top guns or
their wards in jail or on bail.
Also being investigated is the
Pokhara International Airport
which involves China trying
to inveigle Nepal into its BRI
debt trap. It will turn out to be
another white elephant like
Matale Airport or
Hambantota Port in Sri
Lanka. 
China’s bullying of Nepal is
legendary turned into in-
your-face warrior diplomacy
by former Ambassador Hou
Yanxi who took Kathmandu
for a royal ride. Nepal was
browbeaten into accepting
the One China policy at the
drop of a hat, a former
Nepalese diplomat told me.
While Tibetans were cowed
down in Kathmandu and
Pokhara, China has closed
down the border in the north
since the pandemic. Chinese
have indulged in salami-slic-
ing in nine places on the
Nepal-China border. 
A former Madhesi MP
informed me that border pil-
lars have been removed, water
sources diverted and dual-use
villages constructed.
Encroachments are reported
at Dharchul, Mustang,
Gorkha, Sindhulpal Chowk,
Rasua, and Solukhumbu. He
said the Government main-

tains silence, especially the
ruling Communists.
Ambassador Chen Song and
other CPC leaders like Sun
Haiyan are brazenly criticis-
ing India for “not being a
friendly neighbour and not so
beneficial for Nepal”. Nepal
mildly smacked China for
violating diplomatic norms. 
President Xi first visited Nepal
in 2019 resulting in the 20
agreements none of which
materialised. In 2016, the
Trade and Transit Treaty with
China following the blockade
resulted in China granting
access to seven sea and land
ports for third-country trade
and commerce and promised
of alternate source of petrole-
um. Not a litre was provided.
India built a pipeline from
Motihari to Amlekhgunj and
provided Nepal with its fuel
requirements in full. The rail
link from Kirung to
Kathmandu first mooted in
1973 was followed by a feasi-
bility study in 2018-20. Total
silence prevails on Chinese
connectivity projects. India
submitted the preliminary
feasibility report on a rail
link with Kathmandu two
years ago, Funding has to be
worked out.
Nepal can sell power to India
to the order of 452.6 MW plus
108 MW with an additional
10,000 MW in the next ten
years. This will redress the
trade balance. China export-

ed USD1.7bn worth of goods
in 2022 while it imported
USD5.11 mn and has just
reopened some border trade
posts. Protests were launched
in the first week of February
about BRI and the Chinese-
built Pokhara airport. When
I was in the VIP lounge of the
Pokhara airport on 27
November 2023, the carpets
were soiled with water leak-
ing. It is also the only airport
in Nepal with an aerobridge. 
But what’s the use, since there
are no international flights?
Prachanda has managed for-
eign relations deftly balancing
US and China and India and
China. 
Kathmandu issued a state-
ment that criticised Israel’s
humanitarian breaches in
Gaza as well as called Russia’s
war against Ukraine an
aggression that must stop.
Further, he asked Russia to
stop enlisting Nepalese
nationals into its army. The
villain of the piece is India’s
flawed Agniveer which has
shredded the strategic strand
in India-Nepal relations. Still,
for Delhi, Prachanda is the
right horse to back while
keeping Deuba in the stable.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,

IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the

Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the Integrated Defence

Staff. Views are personal)
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Prime Minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal
(Prachanda) has com-
pleted 13 months of his
third term, by far the

most successful in leading Nepal
with the Maoist party with just
32 seats. A seasoned and bal-
anced Nepali journalist billed
Prachanda’s tenure as ‘firm, pol-
ished and people-oriented’.
About the power-sharing formu-
la that has become a staple in
coalition politics, his assessment
was different from that of a
senior Nepali Congress parlia-
mentarian who, out of the three
options – two-one-two; two and
a half and two and a half; and
Prachanda doing full five years
– while not favouring the first
option, was hugely critical of it.
So was the journalist. 
The figures indicate the number
of years of premiership. The
first set relates to Prachanda and
Deuba doing two years each
while Madhav Nepal would get
one year. The second is minus
Madhav Nepal. The parliamen-
tarian said on any major coali-
tion issues, the Big 3 were former
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba (NC, 89 seats) and
Prachanda and former PM
Madhav Nepal of the United
Socialist (with only ten seats and
not recognised as a national
party) ignoring Janata Samajwadi
(National) Party with 14 seats.
He went on to suggest that both
Nepal and Yadav should share a
year term, however wobbly the
arrangement. The wily former
Prime Minister KP Oli (CPN
UML 80 seats) who did not hon-
our power-sharing with
Prachanda is determined to
ensure Madhav Nepal does not
become PM for even a day.
Incidentally, Prachanda and
Deuba have happily shared
power earlier.
Astutely, Prachanda, while firing
salvos at NC, indicating their
alliance has not been rewarding
for his party, is also suggesting
that the option is open of return-
ing to the CPN (UML) fold, a
homecoming for which Chinese
leaders will give their right arm
and a contingency India will
dread. This warning keeps alive
the Prachanda premiership for
five years. But nothing is done till
everything is done. Prachanda’s
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MAHARAJ JI
BELIEVED THAT A
STRONG NATION
IS BUILT ON THE
FOUNDATION OF

ITS CITIZENS'
COMMITMENT TO
THEIR DUTIES —

TOWARDS
THEMSELVES,

THEIR FAMILIES,
SOCIETY AND THE

COUNTRY

We all know that dishonesty is a part of life and the majority of
us lie, cheat, and deceive not just to increase our gains but for
a variety of reasons that relate as much to our own particular

social and moral underpinnings as to the task at hand. A commonly
accepted definition of the term lie is a false statement made by an indi-
vidual who knows that the statement is not true. This definition empha-
sises the volitional nature of a lie, recognising that not only must the
liar make a false statement, but that he/she must also know that the
statement is indeed false.
Looking around would make us realise that we are living in a world where
conditions are so fertile for falsehood to flourish that the very idea of
truth is tainted. Isn’t it? One of the reasons for this is that it is easier
to climb down the ladder of values than climb up. There are several
versions in which falsehood breeds. Corruption is rampant in every
sphere. To tackle this menace, the governments are installing and sharp-
ening anti-corruption machinery. However, as we can see, corruption
is growing like a chain reaction.
Anti-social elements find newer ways of perpetuating corruption. Similarly,
to ensure a just society, parliaments keep making new laws while the
judiciaries keep guard, pronouncing more landmark judgements. But
with changing times, more and more unique cases of crime and dis-
pute come up and the current measures of justice fall short hence the
chain continues. To ensure equity, governments give special privileges
to women, scheduled tribes, backward castes, and others. There is no
end to this list as groups demanding special status due to discrimina-
tion in the past have been increasing instead of reducing and laws fail
to strike at the notion of separateness that causes this division.

Thus the whole idea of fairness or equity keeps getting fainter. The cri-
teria of a healthy society today, paradoxically, is the number of hospi-
tals, which is false in its very sense, because more hospitals are an
indicator of more illness and greater physical and mental distress. A
major percentage of a country’s wealth that is spent in the name of
security concerns proves the concept of security a sham because more
and more sophisticated technologies are developed today to make
weapons causing more destruction under the pretext of protection. It
is a great irony of the age that while making weapons in the name of
security, nations spread insecurity and hold to ransom the sea of human-
ity against which they may be used. In short, our every step towards
progress is split and ends with several steps towards downfall. We fail
to see that notions of equity, security, and peace have contradictory
characteristics that perpetuate what they aim to restrain.
The need of the hour is to view the current state of affairs in totality
from a broader perspective. It is not the result of individual problems
cropping up together at the same time. In reality, all this is an indica-
tor of the fact that the present time is in a state of spiritual crisis where
values of mercy, kindness, humility and love have been replaced by cru-
elty, aggression, dominance and hatred. Concepts of happiness, joy
and peace have become false & faithfulness and loyalty have become
dubious. Remember! there will be no end to falsehood unless its root
cause i.e. the identification of self as the body is not removed. We must
realise that the soul is eternal. In other words, it is the truth. The body
is prone to destruction and is hence transient. When we shed body con-
sciousness and identify ourselves as a soul, truth prevails and other
constructions, which were built on faulty foundations, collapse auto-
matically.

(The writer is a spiritual educator and popular columnist;
views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
SEEKING TRUTH IN THE
WORLD OF DECEPTION

Picture this: you're
savouring the sweet
crunch of almonds as

you delve into your morning
granola, or perhaps you're
relishing the delicate chewi-
ness of raisins in your
favourite trail mix during an
outdoor adventure. Across
India, from bustling city
streets to serene countryside
landscapes, the allure of dry
fruits is woven into the fab-
ric of daily life. 
These tiny, nutrient-packed
powerhouses are not just
snacks; they're a symbol of
health, vitality, and tradi-
tion. In a nation where culi-
nary delights are as diverse as
its landscapes, dry fruits
stand as a timeless treasure,
cherished for their flavour,
versatility, and myriad health
benefits. Let's embark on a

journey to uncover the cap-
tivating world of dry fruits
and explore their profound
significance in the lives of
people across India.
No wonder India's dry fruit
industry is experiencing sig-
nificant growth and is poised
for even greater heights in the
coming years. With the
Indian Nut and Dry Fruit
market currently standing at
a staggering 56,000 Crore, it's
evident that this sector holds

immense potential for eco-
nomic growth and employ-
ment generation. Notably,
the industry employs over 10
lakh individuals and is grow-
ing at a commendable
Compound Annual Growth
Rate (CAGR) of 13-15%.
Several factors contribute to
the promising trajectory of
India's dry fruit industry.
Firstly, growing health con-
sciousness among consumers
has led to a surge in demand
for nutritious and natural
food products like dry fruits.
These products are rich in
essential nutrients, vitamins,
and antioxidants, making
them a preferred choice for
health-conscious individu-
als. Furthermore, the rise of
e-commerce platforms has
made it easier for consumers
to access a wide variety of dry

fruits and nuts from the
comfort of their homes. This
accessibility has not only
expanded the consumer base
but has also facilitated mar-
ket penetration into remote
areas.
Additionally, initiatives by
the Government to promote
agricultural exports and
improve infrastructure facil-
ities for food processing and
storage have provided a sig-
nificant boost to the dry
fruit industry. Schemes such
as the Agricultural Export
Policy aim to enhance the
competitiveness of Indian
agricultural products in the
global market, including dry
fruits.
One recent event that high-
lighted the burgeoning
potential of the dry fruit
industry in India was the

MEWA 2024 exhibition held
in Delhi. MEWA showcased
the finest dry fruits and nuts
from India and around the
world. The exhibition wit-
nessed participation from
numerous foreign compa-
nies representing several
countries, signifying the
global interest and recogni-
tion of India's dry fruit mar-
ket. With more than 200
exhibitors and 3000 partici-
pants, this event promised to
elevate the industry by foster-
ing advancements in
research, innovation, pro-
duction, trade, and consump-
tion.  
Noting the relentless efforts
of the National Dry Fruit
Council of India (NDFCI)
Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Om
Birla during the address
underscored the transforma-

tive role of platforms like
MEWA 2024 in fostering the
growth and consolidation of
the sector. He emphasised the
urgent need to bolster the
production of nuts and dry
fruits in India, noting that the
sector employs over 10 lakh
individuals. Recognizing the
potential for export growth,
the Government of India is
actively pursuing tech-
enabled agritech solutions
to enhance farmers' produc-
tivity. 
He urged associations like
NDFCI to increase the inter-
action with the farmer
groups to explore the possi-
bility of cultivating nuts &
dry fruits as per the various
Indian state’s diverse climate
conditions. The success of
MEWA 2024 underscores the
increasing demand for high-

quality dry fruits and nuts
both domestically and inter-
nationally. India's rich agri-
cultural diversity, coupled
with advancements in pro-
cessing and packaging tech-
nologies, positions the coun-
try as a leading player in the
global dry fruit market.
As the demand for premium
quality dry fruits continues to
soar, Indian farmers and
manufacturers are exploring
innovative techniques to
increase productivity and
ensure the highest standards
of quality and hygiene. From
traditional varieties like
almonds, cashews, and
raisins to exotic imports like
dried apricots and cranber-
ries, India's dry fruit indus-
try offers a diverse range of
products to cater to varied
consumer preferences.

Indeed with the promotion of
dry fruits, it could be the
revival of Indian agriculture
as dry fruit is a high ticket
premium product, at least ten
times more costly than rice
and wheat which can be a
game changer for Indian
farmers. 
All they need is a little train-
ing, input and motivation.
This would not only bring
down the cost of dry fruits in
the country and provide
them with much-needed pro-
teins to a largely vegetarian
population but also raise the
income levels of the farmers.
The day is not far when dry
fruits will not be beyond the
reach of the common man
and not a privilege of the
rich. 

(The writer is President
NDFCI, views are personal)

Making nuts accessible to the common population

When we shed body consciousness and
identify ourselves as a soul, truth prevails

RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ JI

Acharya Vidhyasagar Maharaj ji was one of the greatest saints of our times. He was a

true tapasvi, whose life was dedicated to the ideals of Bhagwan Mahavir

NARENDRA MODI

An epitome of wisdom,
service and compassion

belief that education is the corner-
stone of a just and enlightened
society. He championed the cause
of knowledge as a means to
empower individuals, enabling
them to lead lives of purpose and
contribution. His teachings
emphasised the importance of
self-study and self-awareness as
the pathways to true wisdom,
urging his followers to engage in
lifelong learning and spiritual
growth.
At the same time, Sant Shiromani
Acharya Vidhyasagar Ji Maharaj Ji
wanted our youngsters to get an
education that is also rooted in our
cultural ethos. He often said that
it was because we drifted away
from the learnings of the past that
we were not able to find solutions
to key challenges like water scarci-
ty. He also believed that a holistic
education is one that focuses on
skilling and innovating. He took
immense pride in India's linguis-
tic diversity and encouraged
youngsters to learn Indian lan-
guages.
Pujya Acharya Ji himself wrote
extensively in Sanskrit, Prakrit and
Hindi. The heights he reached as
a saint, and how grounded he was
on the earth, is seen clearly in his
iconic work Mookmati. Through
his works, he gave a voice to the
downtrodden. 
In the domain of healthcare too,
Pujya Acharya Ji's contributions
were transformative. He was asso-
ciated with several efforts, espe-
cially in underserved areas. His
approach to healthcare was holis-
tic, integrating physical well-being
with spiritual wellness, thereby
addressing the needs of the per-

son as a whole. I would especial-
ly urge the coming generations to
study extensively about Sant
Shiromani Acharya Shri
Vidhyasagar Ji Maharaj Ji's com-
mitment to nation building. He
would always urge people to rise
above any partisan considera-
tions and instead focus on nation-
al interest. He was one of the
strongest votaries of voting
because he saw it as an expression
of participation in democratic
processes. He advocated healthy as
well as clean politics, even saying
that policy making has to be
about people's welfare, not selfin-
terest(Lokneeti is about
Loksangrahnot Lobhsangrah). 
He believed that a strong nation
is built on the foundation of its cit-
izens' commitment to their duties-
towards themselves, their families,
society, and the country. He
encouraged individuals to culti-
vate virtues such as honesty,
integrity and self-reliance, which
he saw as essential for the creation
of a just, compassionate, and
thriving society. This emphasis on
duties is of great importance as we
work towards building a Viksit
Bharat. 
In an era where environmental
degradation is rampant world
over, Pujya Acharya Ji called for a
way of life which would minimise
the harm being inflicted on nature.
Likewise, he saw a paramount role
for agriculture in our economy,
also stressing on making agricul-
ture modern as well as sustainable.
His work towards reforming jail
inmates was also noteworthy. 
The beauty of our land is that for
thousands of years, our soil has

produced greats who have shown
light to others and made our
society better. Pujya Acharya Ji
stands as a towering figure in this
illustrious lineage of saints and
social reformers. 
Whatever he did, he did not just
for the present but also the future.
In November last year, I had the
opportunity to visit the
Chandragiri Jain Mandir in
Dongargarh in Chhattisgarh. Little
did I know that this visit would be
my last meeting with Pujya
Acharya Ji. Those moments were
very special. He spoke to me for
a long time, blessing me for my
efforts in serving the nation. He
expressed joy on the direction our
nation is taking and the respect
India is getting on the world
stage. He was filled with enthusi-
asm while talking about the work
he was doing. Then and always,
his gentle gaze and serene smile
were enough to instill a sense of
peace and purpose. His blessings
felt like a soothing balm on the
soul, a reminder of the divine pres-
ence within and around us. 
Sant Shiromani Acharya Shri 108
Vidhyasagar Ji Maharaj Ji's void
is deeply felt by all who knew him
and were touched by his teach-
ings and his life. However, he lives
on in the hearts and minds of
those he inspired. In honouring
his memory, we commit to
embodying the values he
espoused. In this way, we not only
pay tribute to a great soul but also
take forward his mission for our
country and people.

(This is an exclusive article by
the Prime Minister Shri

Narendra Modi)

Sant Shiromani Acharya Shri 108
Vidhyasagar Ji Maharaj Ji attained
Samadhi and left us all sad-
dened. His life is a spiritually rich
epoch graced with profound wis-

dom, boundless compassion and an
unwavering commitment to uplift
humanity. I have had the honour of
receiving his blessings on numerous
occasions. Thus, I feel a deep sense of loss,
akin to losing a guiding light that has illu-
minated the path for countless souls,
including myself. His warmth, affection
and blessings were not just gestures of
goodwill but profound transmissions of
spiritual energy, empowering and inspir-
ing all those fortunate enough to have
come in contact with him.
Pujya Acharya Ji will always be remem-
bered as a Triveni of wisdom, compassion
and service. He was a true Tapasvi,
whose life epitomised the ideals of
Bhagwan Mahavir. His life exemplified
the core principles of Jainism, embody-
ing its ideals through his own actions and
teachings. His care towards all living
beings mirrored Jainism's profound
respect for life. 
He lived a life of truthfulness, reflecting
Jainism's emphasis on honesty in thought,
word, and deed. He also led a very sim-
ple lifestyle. It is due to stalwarts like him
that the world continues to be inspired by
Jainism and the life of Bhagwan Mahavir.
He stood tall among the Jain communi-
ty but his impact and influence were not
limited to only one community. People
across faiths, regions and cultures came
to him and he worked tirelessly towards
spiritual awakening, particularly among
the youth.
Education was an area very close to his
heart. His journey from Vidhyadhar (his
childhood name) to Vidhyasagar was one
of deep commitment to acquiring and
imparting knowledge. It was his firm

As the demand for premium quality dry fruits continues to soar, Indian farmers and manufacturers are exploring innovative techniques to increase productivity 

GUNJAN JAIN
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South Africa accuses Israel of
apartheid against Palestinians
AP n THE HAGUE

South Africa argued at the
United Nations’ top court on

Tuesday that Israel is responsi-
ble for apartheid against the
Palestinians and that Israel’s
occupation of land sought for
a Palestinian state is “inherent-
ly and fundamentally illegal.”
Israel rejects such claims. The
South African representatives
were speaking on the second
day of hearings at the
International Court of Justice
into a request by the General
Assembly for a non-binding
advisory opinion on the legal-
ity of Israel’s policies in the
occupied territories.

“South Africa bears a spe-
cial obligation, both to its own
people and the international
community, to ensure that
wherever the egregious and
offensive practices of apartheid
occur, these must be called out
for what they are and brought
to an immediate end,” the
country’s ambassador to the
Netherlands, Vusimuzi
Madonsela, told the panel of 15
international judges.

Israel rejects accusations of
apartheid and usually dismiss-
es UN bodies and internation-
al tribunals as unfair and biased
against it. Israel is not making
a statement during the hear-
ings, which are taking place
against the backdrop of the war
in Gaza that has killed more
than 29,000 Palestinians,
according to Gaza’s Health
Ministry.

Israel sent a written sub-
mission last year in which it
argued that the questions put to
the court are prejudiced and
“fail to recognize Israel’s right
and duty to protect its citizens,”
address Israeli security con-
cerns or acknowledge past
agreements with the
Palestinians to negotiate “the
permanent status of the terri-
tory, security arrangements,
settlements, and borders.”

Israel captured the West
Bank, east Jerusalem and the
Gaza Strip in the 1967 Mideast
war. The Palestinians seek all

three areas for an independent
state. Israel considers the West
Bank to be disputed territory

and says its future should be
decided in negotiations.

Israel has also built settle-

ments across the West Bank,
many of which resemble fully
developed suburbs and small
towns. The settlements are
home to more than 500,000
Jewish settlers, while around 3
million Palestinians live in the
territory. Israel annexed east
Jerusalem and considers the
entire city to be its capital.

The international commu-
nity overwhelmingly considers
the settlements to be illegal.
Israel’s annexation of east
Jerusalem, home to the city’s
most sensitive holy sites, is not
internationally recognized.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said in a statement
Monday that Israel does not
recognize the legitimacy of the
discussions at the International
Court of Justice. He called the
case “part of the Palestinian
attempt to dictate the results of
the political agreement without
negotiations.”

South African representa-
tive Pieter Andreas Stemmet
told the court on Tuesday that
the settlements have extended
the “temporary nature of the
occupation into a permanent
situation in violation of the
Palestinian right to self-deter-
mination.”

South Africa’s legal argu-
ments echoed those made a day
earlier by Palestinian represen-
tatives as six days of hearings
opened before the Netherlands-
based court. After the
Palestinians opened hearings,
a total of 51 nations and three
international organizations are
scheduled to address the court,
which will likely take months
to issue its advisory opinion.

The Palestinians argue that
Israel’s open-ended military
occupation has violated the
prohibition on territorial con-
quest and the Palestinians’
right to self-determination,
and has imposed a system of
racial discrimination and
apartheid.

“This occupation is annex-
ation and supremacist in
nature,” Palestinian Foreign
Minister Riad Malki said
Tuesday. 

Israel orders new
evacuations in
northern Gaza
Rafah (AP): Israel ordered
new evacuations from parts of
Gaza City on Tuesday, as a
study led by the UN children’s
agency found that one in six
children are acutely malnour-
ished in the isolated and large-
ly devastated north of the ter-
ritory, where the city is locat-
ed. The report finds deepening
misery across the territory,
where Israel’s air and ground
offensive, launched in response
to Hamas’ Oct 7 attack, has
killed over 29,000 Palestinians,
obliterated entire neighbor-
hoods and displaced more than
80% of the population.

Israel has vowed to expand
the offensive to the Gaza Strip’s
southernmost city of Rafah,
where more than half of the ter-
ritory’s population of 2.3 mil-
lion has sought refuge from
fighting elsewhere. Many have
crowded into sprawling tent
camps and overflowing UN-
run shelters near the Egyptian
border. On Tuesday, the mili-
tary ordered the evacuation of
the Zaytoun and Turkoman
neighbourhoods on the south-
ern edge of Gaza City, an indi-
cation that Palestinian militants
are still putting up stiff resis-
tance in areas of northern
Gaza that the Israeli military
said had been largely cleared
weeks ago.Residents said there
have been airstrikes and heavy
ground fighting in eastern
parts of Gaza City over the past
two days. “The situation is
very difficult,” said Ayman
Abu Awad, who lives in
Zaytoun. “We are trapped
inside our homes.” The report
by the Global Nutrition Cluster,

an aid partnership led by the
UN children’s agency, UNICEF,
says more than 90% of children
under five in Gaza eat two or
fewer food groups a day, known
as severe food poverty. A sim-
ilar percentage are affected by
infectious diseases, with 70%
experiencing diarrhea in the
last two weeks.

More than 80% of homes
lack clean and safe water, with
the average household having
one litre (quart) per person per
day, according to the report
released Monday. In Gaza’s
southernmost city of Rafah,
where most humanitarian aid
enters, the acute malnutrition
rate is 5%, compared to 15% in
northern Gaza, which has been
isolated by the Israeli military
and largely cut off from aid for
months. Before the war the rate
across Gaza was less than 1%,
the report said.

“The Gaza Strip is poised
to witness an explosion in pre-
ventable child deaths, which
would compound the already
unbearable level of child deaths
in Gaza,” UNICEF official Ted
Chaiban said in a statement. A
UN report in December found
that Gaza’s entire population of
2.3 million Palestinians is in a
food crisis, with a quarter of the
population facing starvation.
Israel says it does not restrict
the import of humanitarian
supplies, but aid groups say
delivery within Gaza has been
severely hampered by Israeli
road closures, ongoing fighting
and the breakdown of law and
order as Israeli strikes have tar-
geted the Hamas-run police
force.

Assange starts legal battle to avoid
extradition to US on spy charges
AP n LONDON

Julian Assange’s lawyers began
their final UK legal challenge

Tuesday to stop the WikiLeaks
founder from being sent to the
United States to face spying
charges, arguing that his
actions had exposed serious
criminal actions by US author-
ities that were “of obvious and
important public interest”.
Assange himself was not in
court. Judge Victoria Sharp
said he was granted permission
to come from Belmarsh Prison
but had chosen not to attend.
Assange’s lawyer, Edward
Fitzgerald, said he was unwell.

The 52-year-old has been
fighting extradition for more
than a decade, including seven
years in self-exile in the
Ecuadorian Embassy in
London and the last five years
in a high-security prison.

Dozens of supporters hold-
ing “Free Julian Assange” signs
and chanting “there is only one

decision – no extradition” held
a noisy protest outside the
High Court in London, where
Assange’s attorneys will ask
two High Court judges to grant
a new appeal hearing, his last
legal roll of the dice in Britain.

“He is being prosecuted
for engaging in ordinary jour-
nalistic practice of obtaining
and publishing classified infor-
mation, information that is
both true and of obvious and
important public interest,”

Fitzgerald said in court.
In written submissions, the

lawyer said that “Julian Assange
and Wikileaks were responsi-
ble for the exposure of crimi-
nality on the part of the US
government on an unprece-
dented scale.” Fitzgerald also
said there is a “real risk he will
suffer a flagrant denial of jus-
tice” if sent to the US. If the
judges rule against Assange, he
can ask the European Court of
Human Rights to block his
extradition — though sup-
porters worry he could be put
on a plane to the US before that
happens. Supporters plan to
demonstrate outside the neo-
Gothic court building on both
days and march to Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak’s
Downing Street office at the
end of the hearing. 

Judges Victoria Sharp and
Jeremy Johnson could deliver a
verdict at the end of the two-
day hearing on Wednesday,
but they’re more likely to take

several weeks to consider their
decision.

“This hearing marks the
beginning of the end of the
extradition case, as any grounds
rejected by these judges cannot
be further appealed in the UK
– bringing Assange dangerous-
ly close to extradition,” the
press freedom group Reporters
Without Borders said. Assange,
an Australian citizen, has been
indicted on 17 charges of espi-
onage and one charge of com-
puter misuse over his website’s
publication of classified US
documents. 

US prosecutors say he
helped US Army intelligence
analyst Chelsea Manning steal
diplomatic cables and military
files that WikiLeaks later pub-
lished, putting lives at risk. To
his supporters, Assange is a
secrecy-busting journalist who
exposed US military wrongdo-
ing in Iraq and Afghanistan
and is entitled to First
Amendment protections. 

Hungary’s governing party ready to
approve Sweden’s NATO accession

AP n COLUMBIA

Nikki Haley is using the
closing days of her South

Carolina Republican primary
matchup with Donald Trump
to hone her argument that she
is the lone remaining candidate
who can unite Americans,
despite the former president’s
electoral wins thus far and his
popularity in her home state.

It’s a tall order for Haley as
South Carolina prepares to
vote on Saturday. Trump’s 2016
primary win helped cement his
front-runner status, and he
boasts support from all of the
state’s top elected leaders and all
but one of its congressional
Republicans.

But Haley has maintained
that her ability to stick it out in
the race, having outlasted a
dozen also-ran candidates,
means that she’s in it for the
long haul. Her amped-up
fundraising could keep her
going despite her earlier loss-
es to Trump.

Part of Haley’s argument is
her continued showcase of her
foreign policy knowhow, hav-
ing served as Trump’s United
Nations ambassador for two

years, as more and more of her
campaign appearances feature
areas in which she says she
would have acted differently
than her former boss.

“I will absolutely put the
hammer on our NATO coun-
tries that they do have to carry
their weight, but you do that
behind closed doors,” Haley
said Sunday during a town hall
on Fox News with John

Roberts, broadcast from a
venue in downtown Columbia,
South Carolina. 

It was a reference to
Trump’s warning to NATO
allies during a campaign rally
earlier this month that he
“would encourage” Russia “to
do whatever the hell they want”
to countries that are “delin-
quent” — nations that in his
view are not doing their part in
that alliance. NATO’s leader
said Trump’s attacks on long-
standing international alliances
and foreign aid could under-
mine security and put
American and European forces
at risk.

“We should make sure we
tell our partners it’s in their best
interest to hold their own
weight,” Haley said Sunday.
She said “Trump did it by say-
ing he was going to encourage
Putin to invade our allies.
That’s the wrong way.”

She sharpened those com-
ments during a Monday morn-
ing campaign stop in the cen-
tral South Carolina city of
Sumter, home to an Air Force
base as well as many military
veterans. She said Trump is
“siding with a thug” in

Vladimir Putin, whom she
called “a dictator who killed his
political opponents.”

It’s an argument she makes
in a new television ad, part of
a $6 million advertising flurry
Haley has released in the final
weeks of the campaign across
her state.

In “Unite,” which begins
airing Monday and was shared
before its launch with The
Associated Press, Haley argues
she is the only choice among
the remaining candidates who
can handle disputes with for-
eign leaders in a way that will
keep America on solid footing
abroad.

“When your enemies think
you’re weak, your leader must
be strong,” a narrator says,
over images of foreign leaders
including Chinese President
Xi Jinping and Putin. “When
your country is divided, your
president must unite us.”

The ad argues that Haley
“provided moral clarity during
our darkest hours,” over head-
lines from coverage of the
racist slaying of nine Black
parishioners at a Charleston
church in 2015, during Haley’s
second term as South Carolina

governor. “What’s next? That’s
up to you.”

Saying Sunday — as she
has throughout her campaign
— that she’s “OK being the
underdog now,” Haley has been
firm in saying that she has
never lost a race and believes
voters will see her as the right
choice to shift away from the
”chaos” she says follows Trump.
She also frequently notes that,
while Trump has won the ear-
liest contests, she has been
ascendant, pointing to the
shrinking margins between her
totals and Trumps in the Iowa
and New Hampshire contests.

But over the weekend,
Haley also began making an
appeal to South Carolinians
who typically vote in
Democratic primaries, for
Saturday’s vote, a message she
also echoed during campaign
events on Monday.

She noted that anyone who
didn’t vote in the Feb. 3
Democratic primary — which
attracted under 5% of eligible
voters statewide — can vote in
this one, as she bid for
crossover support from people
who want to cast a vote against
Trump. 

Budapest (AP): A vote in
Hungary’s parliament on rati-
fying Sweden’s bid to join
NATO could come as early as
Monday, according to a senior
member of the country’s gov-
erning Fidesz party. It would
bring an end to more than 18
months of delays by the nation-
alist government that have
frustrated Hungary’s allies. In
a letter on Tuesday to the
speaker of the parliament, the
head of the Fidesz caucus,
Máté Kocsis, requested that a
vote be scheduled for the open-
ing day of the spring session,
which begins on Monday.
Kocsis wrote that Fidesz, which
has repeatedly blocked a vote
on the matter, will opt to sup-
port Sweden’s bid to join the
trans-Atlantic military alliance.
Hungary is the only one of
NATO’s 31 existing members
not to have ratified Sweden’s
bid. The Hungarian govern-
ment faces mounting pressure

to act after delaying the move
for more than 1 1/2-year since
admitting a new country to the
military alliance requires unan-
imous approval.

On Sunday, a bipartisan
group of US senators visited
Hungary and announced they
would submit a joint resolution
to Congress condemning
alleged democratic backsliding
in the country and urging
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán
to move forward on approving
Sweden’s accession as soon as
possible.

Sen. Chris Murphy, a
Democrat from Connecticut,
said in Budapest on Sunday
that members of the Hungarian
government and Fidesz had
refused to meet with the dele-
gation — something he called
“strange and concerning” —
but said that the onus was on
the long-serving leader to push
for a vote.

“We are wise enough about

politics here to know that if
Prime Minister Orbán wants
this to happen, then the parlia-
ment can move forward,” he
said.

Orbán has faced isolation
over his obstruction of key
decisions by his international
allies, including putting up
roadblocks to EU funding for
cash-strapped Ukraine. But in
a state of the nation speech in
Budapest on Saturday, Orbán
indicated that Hungary’s legis-
lature might soon relent.

“It’s good news that our
dispute with Sweden is nearing
a conclusion,” he said. “We are
moving towards ratifying
Sweden’s accession to NATO at
the beginning of the spring ses-
sion of Parliament.” Reacting to
the news of the vote, Sweden’s
Defence Minister, Pål Jonson
said in Stockholm that Sweden
“naturally welcome this.”

“It is of course very wel-
come,” Jonson said. 

AP n ATHENS

Farmers from around Greece
were travelling to Athens in

tractor convoys on Tuesday to
demand more financial conces-
sions from the government as
the cost of living increases.
Some 200 tractors formed the
main convoy in central Greece
heading southward, while
thousands of protesters were
expected to travel to the capi-
tal on chartered buses and fer-
ries. The Greek farmers —
whose demands are similar to
those at widespread farmer
protests elsewhere in Europe —
have spent weeks staging spo-
radic blockades along highways
and in rural towns. With horns
blaring, the slow-moving main
convoy headed out from the
central Greek town of Kastro,
120 km (75 miles) northwest of
Athens, with Greek flags, black
flags and protest banners fas-
tened to the tractors. One ban-
ner read: “Without us you
don’t eat.”  Prime Minister

Kyriakos Mitsotakis, in a tele-
vision interview late Monday,
said he could not support addi-
tional tax breaks and conces-

sions but insisted his centre-
right government wanted to
continue discussions with the
protesters.  The government

took back a threat to block the
protest and police assisted with
efforts to avoid disruptions to
highway traffic. 

UK govt revamps logo with King
Charles III’s chosen domed crown
PTIn LONDON

In a move that symbolises a new
royal era for the country, the

UK government has updated the
logo on its official GOV.UK dig-
ital services used across all depart-
ments for official day-to-day
business with the chosen crown
of King Charles III. When the 75-
year-old acceded to the throne in
September 2022, he chose to use
the Tudor Crown in his Royal
Cypher, marking a shift away
from the St. Edward’s Crown used
by his late mother Queen
Elizabeth II.

The design of the Tudor
Crown can be distinguished by its
slightly more domed appear-
ance, which will now become the
iconic image across British gov-
ernment notices.“Following the
accession of His Majesty The
King, we are updating the sym-
bols of state to reflect the new
design of the Tudor Crown,”
Deputy Prime Minister Oliver

Dowden said as he announced
the change on Monday.“The dig-
ital realm is now an integral part
of our lives, and as His Majesty’s
Government we take pride in this
change to GOV.UK today, hon-
ouring the chosen crown of our
King,” he said. T h e
GOV.UK logo begins its transi-
tion this week to recognise the
chosen crown of the King on its
homepage and sitewide menu bar.
The transition is covered within
the usual operating costs of the
GOV.UK website, the UK
Cabinet Office said. 

It added that it is important
people are aware of this change
given that GOV.UK digital ser-
vices are used by millions of peo-
ple every single week – from pass-
port and tax services to other offi-
cial government
information.“GOV.UK is an
essential part of living, studying
and working in the UK. It is used
by millions of people weekly for
both routine and sometimes life-

changing reasons such as getting
access to benefits or finding a job,”
said Alex Burghart, Parliamentary
Secretary for the Cabinet Office.

“Whilst we are importantly
updating the GOV.UK logo to
reflect the new monarch’s choice
of crown, this site remains the
same trusted and official digital
home of the UK government,” he
said.While the new domed shape
can be easily identified, the pub-
lic are encouraged to report any
misleading and fraudulent
GOV.UK styled websites via its
dedicated reporting page during
the course of the transition. 

The new logo has been cre-
ated collaboratively between the
Government Digital Service
(GDS), the Government
Communication Service (GCS)
and the Royal Household and the
majority of changes to replace the
St. Edward’s Crown with the
Tudor Crown logo on GOV.UK
are expected to have taken place
by March 1. 

British Indian
teen murderer’s
lenient sentence
to be reviewed
London (PTI): The UK gov-
ernment  on Tuesday
approached the Court of
Appeal over the “unduly
lenient” sentence imposed
on a 32-year-old man guilty
of killing a British Indian
teenage student, her friend
and a school caretaker in
Nottingham last year.Valdo
Calocane was sentenced to a
mental health order to be
detained in a high-security
hospital following a hearing
at Nottingham Crown Court
over the stabbing spree in the
central England city in June
2023. 

Grace O’Malley Kumar,
19, was a medical student
who was returning to her
university with Barnaby
Webber when accosted by
Calocane, who then went
on to murder Ian Coates
nearby.

Protesting Greek farmers head to Athens 

Italy again
prosecutes
Egypt officials 
Rome (AP): Four high-level
Egyptian security officials went
on trial in absentia before a
Rome court on Tuesday,
accused in the 2016 abduction,
torture and slaying of an Italian
doctoral student in Cairo. The
parents of the slain student
Giulio Regeni, Paola and Giulio
Regeni, were on hand for the
opening court session and
posed outside the tribunal with
a banner “Truth for Giulio
Regeni”.

Regeni’s body was found
on a highway days after he dis-
appeared in the Egyptian cap-
ital on January 25, 2016. 

He was in Cairo to research
union activities among street
vendors as part of his doctor-
al thesis. 

His mother has said his
body was so mutilated by tor-
ture that she was only able to
recognise the tip of his nose
when she viewed it. 

Nikki Haley sharpening contrasts with Trump  US vetoes Gaza ceasefire 
AP n UNITED NATIONS

The United States vetoed an
Arab-backed UN resolu-

tion on Tuesday demanding an
immediate humanitarian
cease-fire in the Israel-Hamas
war in the embattled Gaza
Strip.   The vote in the 15-
member Security Council was
13-1 with the United Kingdom
abstaining, reflecting the wide
global support for ending the
more than four-month war
that started with Hamas’ sur-
prise invasion of southern
Israel that killed about 1,200
people and saw 250 others
taken hostage. 

Since then, more than
29,000 Palestinians have been
killed in Israel’s military offen-
sive, according to the Gaza
Health Ministry, which does-
n’t distinguish between civil-
ians and combatants but says
the majority are women and
children.  It was the third US
veto of a Security Council
resolution demanding a cease-
fire in Gaza.  The Biden
administration had said it
would veto the resolution
because of concerns it would
interfere with efforts to
arrange a deal between the

warring parties aimed at
bringing at least a six-week
halt to hostilities and releasing
all hostages.

In a surprise move ahead
of the vote, the United States
circulated a rival UN Security
Council resolution that would
support a temporary cease-fire
in Gaza linked to the release of
all hostages, and call for the
lifting of all restrictions on the
delivery of humanitarian aid.
Both of these actions “would
help to create the conditions
for a sustainable cessation of
hostilities,” the draft resolution
obtained by The Associated
Press says.

US deputy ambassador
Robert Wood told several
reporters Monday that the
Arab-backed resolution is not
“an effective mechanism for
trying to do the three things
that we want to see happen —
which is get hostages out,
more aid in, and a lengthy
pause to this conflict.”

With the US draft, “what
we’re looking at is another pos-
sible option, and we’ll be dis-
cussing this with friends going
forward,” Wood said. “I don’t
think you can expect any-
thing to happen tomorrow.”A

senior US official said later
Monday that,  “We don’t
believe in a rush to a vote.” The
official, speaking on condition
of anonymity ahead of coun-
cil discussions on the US draft,
said, “We intend to engage in
the coming days in intensive
negotiation around it. …
That’s why we’re not putting a
timeline on a vote, but we do
recognize the urgency of the
situation.” Arab nations, sup-
ported by many of the 193 UN
member countries, have been
demanding a cease-fire for
months.

Tunisia’s UN Ambassador
Tarek Ladeb, this month’s chair
of the 22-nation Arab Group,
told UN reporters last
Wednesday that a cease-fire is
urgently needed.

He pointed to some 1.5
million Palestinians who
sought safety in Gaza’s south-
ern city of Rafah and face a
“catastrophic scenario” if
Israeli  Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu goes
ahead with his announced
plan to evacuate civilians from
the city and move Israel’s mil-
itary offensive to the area bor-
dering Egypt where Israel says
Hamas fighters are hiding.
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There was no progress in the
formation of a new coali-

tion government in Pakistan on
Tuesday as top leaders of the
PML-N and the PPP failed to
agree on a power-sharing deal
in their latest round of talks,
indicating deepening fissures in
the country’s political land-
scape. The fifth round of the
meeting, held at the residence
of Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) senior leader
Senator Ishaq Dar here on
Monday, saw the participation
of prominent leaders from
both parties, who have pledged
to work together in the inter-
est of the cash-strapped coun-
try.

The Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) delegation comprised
senior leaders Murad Ali Shah,
Qamar Zaman Kaira, Nadeem
Afzal Chan, and others, the
Express Tribune newspaper
reported on Tuesday.

After a three-hour deliber-
ation on Monday, the negotia-
tion hit a snag prompting a
temporary halt, with both
PML-N and PPP agreeing to
reconvene at 10 pm on
Monday. However, the meeting
did not take place.Eventually, at
11 pm, the PML-N concluded
their meeting, announcing that
discussions with PPP would
resume on Wednesday.

In an informal conversa-
tion with reporters after the
first round of the meeting,
PML-N leader Azam Nazir
Tarar conveyed a positive tra-
jectory in the ongoing discus-
sions.“Some things have
already been decided on the
matter of PPP’s inclusion in the
cabinet,” Tarar was quoted as
saying by Geo News. The PPP

is reportedly asking for key
constitutional positions of
President, Chairman Senate,
and Speaker of the National
Assembly for its support to for-
mer prime minister Nawaz
Sharif ’s PML-N.

Sources said PPP
Chairman Bilawal Zardari-
Bhutto was playing smartly
and trying to bring PML-N to
a point where it withdrew from
making a coalition govern-
ment and then launching him-
self as prime minister and
form a government with the
support of independents of
jailed former prime minister
Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) who
have now joined the Sunni
Ittehad Council.

But it will not be easy for
the 35-year-old former for-
eign minister as PTI has
already rejected the possibility
of supporting the PPP.

Meanwhile, Bilawal on
Tuesday said he foresees a
“stalemate” in the formation of
a coalition government “if
someone is not ready to change
their stance”.“If someone else
wants to change their stance,
there can be progress. If they
are not ready to change it, I
foresee a stalemate,” he said,
adding that this would not
benefit democracy or the par-
liamentary system.

“If I want to give the PML-
N a vote, I will have to give it
on my terms and not theirs,”
the former foreign minister
told reporters at the Supreme
Court.

“The delay [in forming the
government] is because of non-
seriousness,” he said, adding
that the situation is harming
Pakistan’s democracy.

Islamabad (PTI): Jailed for-
mer Pakistan prime minister
Imran Khan’s party on Tuesday
reiterated its demand for Chief
Election Commissioner
Sikandar Sultan Raja’s imme-
diate resignation for failing to
hold “free and fair” elections
after allegations of massive
poll rigging emerged. The 71-
year-old former cricketer-
turned-politician’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party
demanded the CEC’s resigna-
tion, asserting that he had “no
right to stay in the position for
a single day,” the Dawn news-
paper reported.

“After meeting Khan sahib
today, the PTI demands that
the CEC resign. 

He has no right to stay in
the position for a single day,”
Barrister Gohar Khan said
outside Rawalpindi’s Adiala
Jail, where the PTI founder has
been jailed.

Gohar Khan demanded
the immediate resignation of
the CEC, saying that he failed
to hold elections in a free, fair
and transparent manner,
according to the report.

He also demanded that all
the inquiries into poll dis-
crepancies be impartial and
without any interference. “We
want the election results to be
in accordance with the man-
date of the public,” Gohar
Khan was quoted as saying in
the report.

On Saturday, Rawalpindi
Commissioner Liaquat Ali
Chattha, in a bombshell press
conference, alleged that he
oversaw the rigging to deprive
Khan’s PTI party of 13 seats,
which were given to candidates
who were “losing” the elections
in the city.
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At a bustling construction site
outside of Dallas, there are

hopes that Congress can final-
ly pass nearly USD 95 billion in
foreign aid including funding
for Ukraine — because factory
jobs in the United States depend
on that money. Aerospace and
defence company General
Dynamics’ new factory in the
Dallas suburb of Mesquite is
expected to initially employ
150 people to produce muni-
tions. Set to open in June, con-
struction is nearing completion,
with newly planted trees and
shrubs already in place at the
complex overlooking one of
the area’s busiest interstates.

“We want to increase our
wages and increase our skill lev-
els and job opportunities,” said
Kim Buttram, Mesquite’s direc-
tor of economic development,
who added that the factory is
expected to have over 300 jobs
when it’s at full production. As
President Joe Biden pushes
House Republicans to pass

needed aid, he wants voters to
understand that nearly two-
thirds — or nearly USD 40 bil-
lion — of the money for
Ukraine would actually go to US
factories spread out across the
country including plants in
Lima, Ohio and Scranton,
Pennsylvania as well as
Mesquite. House Speaker Mike
Johnson, R-La., has refused to
put the bill up for a vote on the
House floor on the premise that
it does not meet the needs of the
American public.

The supplemental spending
measure contains a total of
USD 95 billion in foreign aid,
including money for Ukraine,
Israel and other countries. Of
the USD 60.7 billion for
Ukraine, USD 38.8 billion
would go to US factories that
make missiles, munitions and
other gear, according to figures
provided to The Associated
Press by the Biden administra-
tion.“While this bill sends mil-
itary equipment to Ukraine,”
Biden said on Tuesday, “it
spends the money right here in

the United States of America in
places like Arizona, where the
Patriot missiles are built; and
Alabama, where the Javelin
missiles are built; and
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Texas,
where artillery shells are made.”

The president’s argument
challenges criticism by some
Republican lawmakers that the
federal government should be
spending more money at home
instead of supporting overseas
wars. In this case, most of the
money goes to US companies
and workers, funding assembly
lines to refill depleted stockpiles
of weapons and gear that have
already gone to Ukraine.

The Democratic president
is openly channelling Franklin
Delano Roosevelt and resurrect-
ing the World War II-era con-
cept that America is the “arse-
nal of democracy.” His sales
pitch to the public is that his for-
eign policy is also about jobs for
the US middle class. But Biden
is brushing up against opposi-
tion from former President
Donald Trump, the Republican

front-runner who ascended to
the White House in 2016 on the
promise of reviving US manu-
facturing.

Trump opposes the US
package to help Ukraine and has
openly expressed a willingness
to let Russia invade NATO
allies who do not spend enough
of their own budgets on defence.
Many Republicans in Congress
have taken their lead from
Trump, with the party’s right
flank increasingly questioning
the value of US interventions
around the world and long-
standing alliances built in the
aftermath of World War II.

Johnson has refused to
bring the foreign aid bill up for
a vote because it also lacks pro-
visions to secure the US south-
ern border where immigrants
are crossing illegally. But he pre-
viously rejected a bipartisan
Senate bill that did provide
funding to address immigration
challenges, saying that the bor-
der measures would not solve
the problem in the way that he
wanted.
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Colombo (PTI): Sri Lanka’s
Supreme Court on Tuesday
ruled that the proposed anti-
terrorism bill would need a
national referendum to be
passed unless amendments rec-
ommended by it for some
clauses are incorporated into it.
The apex court’s determination
on the constitutionality of the
bill was read out in Parliament
on Tuesday morning by Deputy
Speaker Ajith Rajapaksa.
Rajapaksa, reading the apex
court’s order, said eight clauses
in the bill had been “deemed
inconsistent” with the
Constitution. Therefore, it
needs a two-thirds majority
and in some cases needs to be
approved by a referendum to
become law, he said.  If amend-
ed in line with the top court’s
recommendations, the bill can
be adopted with a simple
majority in the 225-member
Parliament, Rajapaksa added. 

Over 30 petitions had been
filed against the controversial
bill in the Supreme Court to
verify its constitutionality. The
bill, gazetted in March 2023,
sought to replace the much-
maligned Prevention of
Terrorism Act (PTA) 1979. 

The PTA, had come under
fire from international human
rights groups for its draconian
nature . 
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PTI ■ MUMBAI

India's AI market, growing
at a compounded annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 25-

35 per cent is projected to
reach USD 17-billion by 2027,
according to a report.
This growth is fueled by
multiple factors including
increasing enterprise tech
spending, India's growing AI
talent base and a significant
increase in AI investments,
the report titled "AI Powered
Tech Services: A Roadmap for
Future Ready Firms; AI &
GenAI's Role in
Turbocharging the Industry."
The Nasscom report in
partnership with BCG was
released on Tuesday at the
sidelines of the Nasscom
Technology & Leadership
Forum 2024 here.
Globally, investments in AI
have seen 24 per cent CAGR
since 2019, with 2023 seeing

close to USD 83-billion
investment, it said.
Majority of investments were
made in data analytics,
GenAI, and ML algos and
platforms, as per the report.
Notably, around 93 per cent
of the investments made by
Indian tech services and
made-in-India product
players focus on digital

content, data analytics and
supply chain, according to the
report.
With increasing enterprise
tech spending, technology
service providers are
developing a wide array of
innovative AI-based services
and solutions, expanding
their offerings beyond
traditional IT services, it

stated.
This includes the
development of proprietary
AI & GenAI platforms, tools
for automation, data analytics
solutions, and bespoke AI
applications for specific
industry verticals such as
healthcare, banking &
finance, and retail, the report
said.

According to the report, India
has the second highest
installed talent base with
420,000 employees working
in AI job functions.
India also has the highest
skills penetration with three
times more AI skilled talent
than other countries. The
country ranks among the top
five nations with a 14 times
growth in individuals skilled
with AI in the last seven
years, it said.
As the investments in AI
continues to increase, the
demand for AI talent in India
is also expected to grow at 15
per cent CAGR till 2027, the
Nasscom-BCG report said,
adding the tech industry in
India is already seeing more
than 15 per cent growth in
AI/ML jobs over the past 12
months with positions such as
AI engineers 
growing at 67 per cent year-
on-year.

Recognizing the importance
of human capital in the AI
journey, leading firms have
invested heavily in upskilling
and reskilling their workforce
in AI and related
technologies, with some
organizations allocating USD
1-billion over the next three
years dedicated to upskilling.
"Indian tech companies, with
the advent of Generative AI,
are expanding their portfolios
beyond traditional IT and
business process management
to include AI-driven
analytics, intelligent
automation, and personalized
customer interactions," said
Debjani Ghosh, President at
Nasscom.
These companies are not just
adopting AI; they are
redefining their service
offerings, creating more value
for their clients, and setting
new industry standards, she
noted.

PTI ■ MUMBAI

The government will come
out with a draft regulatory

framework for artificial
intelligence (AI) by June-July,
Minister of State for
Electronics and Information
Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said on
Tuesday.
Addressing the opening
session of the two-day
Nasscom leadership summit
here, he said, "the
government is working on a
draft AI regulation
framework that is set for
release in June or July this
year. The intention is to
harness AI for economic
growth and address potential
risks and harms."
Chandrasekhar further said

the government is also
determined to build AI-
skilled individuals.
"We will fully exploit the
potential of AI but set up the
guardrails as well to prevent
misuse. We are today seen by
the world at the forefront to
harness AI technology. We
are all for deploying AI across
use cases, from farm to
factories and we want to use
AI for economic growth,
healthcare, agriculture, and
farmer productivity," the
minister said.
The government has been
planning to release an AI
regulation framework for
long now. Even in May 2023,
he had shared plans to release
the first draft of the
framework. However, the
same is yet to be released.

PTI ■ SINGAPORE

Indian-origin companies are
bullish on business

prospects from the five-day
Singapore Airshow, which
began on Tuesday with global
aviation industry
stakeholders, including many
from India like Brahmos
Aerospace.
Returning to a full-scale
edition, the Singapore
Airshow is making a strong
comeback from February 20-
25 with over 1,000
participating companies from
more than 50 countries and
various regions.

Indian heavyweight Brahmos
Aerospace is in talks with
several Southeast Asian
countries for supplying its
supersonic missiles which is
globally renowned for its
success rate.
"We are discussing the supply
of Brahmos missiles, and are
hopeful that our participation
in the Singapore Airshow
would lead to more fruitful
opportunities," Praveen
Pathak, Director for Market
Promotion and Exports at
Brahmos told PTI on
Tuesday.
Expecting more delegates
from the region at the

Brahmos display showroom,
he underlined the importance
of being at the show in
Singapore, which is
strategically located in the
prosperous Southeast Asian
region.
"We feel there is vibrancy in
the Asian markets, recovering
from the pandemic," Pathak
said as he elaborated on
prospects, following the
successful supply of Brahmos
missiles to the Indian armed
forces, and an ongoing
contract with the Philippines
marines.
From the StartUp business
segments, KeepFlying is

working in the ecosystem that
is transforming a USD 170
billion Aircraft Asset
Management Industry.

The Singapore-based
Aviation AI StartUp has built
the first of its kind GenAI
powered aviation data

platform that helps make
airworthiness and
maintenance data sets S/LLM
ready and in a usable format
for commercial insights
generation by unleashing
their AI agents, said
C h a n d r a s e k h a r
Jayaramakrishnan, Chief
Product Officer, who is
leading the KeepFlying team
from both Singapore and
Chennai technologists.
KeepFlying® is enabling a new
era of the Aviation Digital
FinTwin® (Financial Twin)
through its Aviation
Language Model-driven data-
to-dollar platform to help

Airlines, Lessors, and MROs
save on these additional
spends, he said at the
Singapore Airshow.
"Our Indian business is set to
grow by a good 30 per cent by
the end of this year," added
Tarun Mathur, Senior Sales
Manager for India at the
Hong Kong-headquartered
Topcast, a global supplier of
parts, services, and solutions
for the aviation industry.
Speaking at the Airshow,
Mathur said Topcast's Indian
business grew in 2023 by 5.5
per cent on the year and
future prospects are good.
Topcast's Indian business

comes from civil aviation and
original equipment
manufacturers with HAL,
Tata Advanced, and Wipro
among leading customers.
Mathur sees future business
driven by Maintenance and
Repair and Overhaul (MRO)
Organisations, pointing out
Air India's new MRO being
set up in Bengaluru, in
addition to two operated by
GMR MRO and Airworks.
Norman Lazarus, President of
Texas-based Aviva Metal, also
has good growth prospects in
India as well as in the global
aviation and oil and gas
industry.

Draft AI regulation
framework by July,
says MoS IT

PTI ■ MUMBAI

Electric vehicle startup
Vidyut on Tuesday said it

has secured USD 10 million
capital funding comprising
equity and debt in Series A
fundraising for expanding its
bouquet of services.
The Series A funding round
was led by 3one4 Capital
along with participation from
new and existing investors
such as Saison Capital,
Zephyr Peacock, Force
Ventures, Alteria Capital and
CEO of Udaan Capital Sujeet
Kumar, the company said in a
statement. Vidyut said it will
now offer EV insurance,
lifecycle management, and
EV resale, and it is also
looking to expand its
presence to 40 cities.
The company said it aims to
double the headcount by the
end of next fiscal as it
prepares to build a full-stack
EV ecosystem and that it will
utilise the fresh capital to
scale its offerings to the EV
ecosystem.
"Our focus is not just on
financing but on elevating the
entire EV ownership journey
for India's SMBs, who are the
backbone of our economy,"
said Gaurav Srivastava, Co-
founder of Vidyut.
Founded in 2021, Vidyut
offers financing to EV
customers through its
subscription ownership plan
powered by proprietary asset-
underwriting algorithms.
The company currently offers
ownership solutions for a
host of EV makers.
"Electric vehicles pose new
underwriting and product
structuring challenges to
financiers. 

EV startup
Vidyut raises
USD 10 million 

PTI ■ NEW DELHI

The government is
considering setting up a

maritime development fund
with a view to providing low
cost, long-term financial
support to the shipping
sector, a senior government
official said on Tuesday.
Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways Secretary T K
Ramachandran at an event
organised by industry body
CII said, the government is
also looking at granting
infrastructure status to the
shipping sector.
"The government is working
to set up Maritime
Development Fund (MDF)
for low-cost, long-term
financing support,"
Ramachandran said.
According to him, the two
options for setting up MDF
are -- setting up dedicated
maritime vertical under the
newly proposed development
finance institution, or
constituting standalone MDF
as a company with majority
ownership by multilateral/
bilateral agency.
Ramachandran further said
the government is also
considering notifying
guidelines for setting up
NBFCs at International
Financial Services Centre
(IFSC) to undertake vessel
financing/ leasing from IFSC.
The government is also
looking at removing
restriction on foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs)
investing in category I and
category II AIFs and amend
Alternate Investment Fund
(AIF) regulations to create a
separate category of AIFs for
investments in ship leasing
companies.
According to the secretary,
the government is also
considering removing
restriction on investment in
ship leasing by insurance
companies. He also said the
ports ministry is planning to
extend the shipbuilding
financial assistance policy for
another 10 years and that it is
working for development of
shipbuilding & repair clusters
at Mumbai, Kochi and
Chennai.

PTI ■ MUMBAI

Benchmark Sensex spurted
by 349 points while Nifty

scaled a fresh lifetime high on
the sixth straight day of gains
on Tuesday, driven by buying
in banking and select FMCG
shares.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
reversed its early losses and
closed higher by 349.24 points
or 0.48 per cent at 73,057.40 in
a volatile trade. As many as 18
Sensex shares closed in the
green while 12 settled in the
red.
The broader Nifty of the NSE
rose further by 74.70 points or
0.34 per cent to close at a new
record level of 22,196.95. Intra-
day, the 50-share index touched
lifetime high of 22,215.60.

The key indices opened lower
but renewed buying in private
lenders helped the barometers
reverse losses and closed in the
green for the sixth consecutive
session. In six days, Nifty
jumped 580 points while
Sensex rallied 1,984 points.
"Amidst market volatility, the
domestic market is once again
poised to approach record
highs. The latest upward
trajectory is bolstered by gains
in the banking sector, with
private banks witnessing a
rebound from a recent sharp
correction," Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Financial
Services, said.
Among Sensex gainers, Power
Grid jumped the most by 4.16
per cent after its board
approved an investment of Rs

656 crore in transmission
projects.
Private lenders HDFC Bank,
Axis Bank, Kotak Bank,
IndusInd Bank and ICICI Bank
were also among lead gainers.
NTPC, Nestle and Hindustan
Unilever also ended the session
with gains.

IT pack continued to decline
with TCS being the biggest
loser among Sensex shares,
dropping by 1.75 per cent.
HCLTech, Infosys and Wipro
also declined.
Kotak Mahindra Bank shares
rose by 1.83 per cent after the
newly-appointed managing

director Ashok Vaswani
announced major leadership
changes at the bank.
Tech Mahindra defied a
negative trend in IT shares and
closed higher by 0.86 per cent
after it bought a 100 per cent
stake in Orchid Cybertech
Services for USD 3.27 million.

In the broader market, Zee
shares closed higher by 8 per
cent after market reports
suggested efforts were being
made by Zee and Sony to
salvage their failed merger deal.
Meanwhile, Vibhor Steel Tubes
had a bumper listing on stock
exchanges as shares made their
debut at a premium of 181 per
cent over the IPO price. The
stock closed at Rs 442, up 192
per cent from the issue price.
However, the BSE Midcap
index dropped by 0.17 per cent
and Smallcap by 0.18 per cent.
Analysts said that the decline in
midcap and smallcap indices
suggests that investors are
continuing to exercise caution
due to higher valuations.
Among sectoral indices, BSE
Bankex rose the most by 1.23

per cent, followed by BSE
Realty at 1.13 per cent and
Financial Services at 0.87 per
cent. BSE Utilities, Oil & Gas,
and Capital Goods also rose up
to 0.66 per cent. BSE IT fell the
most by 0.92 per cent, followed
by BSE Auto (0.82 per cent)
and BSE Metal (0.74 per cent).
Market breadth was positive
with 1,949 shares closing in the
green, 1,887 in the red and 95
settling unchanged.
The market capitalisation of
BSE-listed companies was at Rs
391.50 lakh crore (USD 4.72
trillion). Asian shares traded
mixed on Tuesday. Hong
Kong's Hang Seng gained 0.2
per cent while the Shanghai
Composite rose 0.4 per cent.
Japan's benchmark Nikkei 225
closed 0.1 per cent lower.

PTI ■ MUMBAI

The Indian economy
continues to sustain the

momentum achieved in the
first half of 2023-24 and
expectations of a fresh round
of capex by the corporate
sector is likely to fuel the next

leg of growth, the Reserve
Bank Bulletin said on
Tuesday.
"The likelihood of the global
economy exhibiting stronger
than expected growth in 2024
has brightened in recent
months, with risks broadly
balanced," said an article on

'State of the Economy'
published in the bulletin.
It further said the Indian
economy continues to sustain
the momentum achieved in
the first half of 2023-24,
going by high frequency
indicators.
"Expectations of a fresh

round of capex by the
corporate sector is likely to
fuel the next leg of growth,"
said the article authored by a
team led by RBI Deputy
Governor Michael Debabrata
Patra.
The central bank has
projected the GDP growth

for 2024-25 at 7 per cent.
On inflation, it said
consumer price inflation
came off its November-
December spikes in its
January 2024 reading, while
core inflation is at its lowest
since October 2019.
The Reserve Bank has

projected the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) based retail
inflation at 4.5 per cent for
2024-25 financial year.
It, however, said the views
expressed in the bulletin
article are of the authors and
do not represent the views of
the Reserve Bank of India.

Government
mulls Maritime
Development
Fund

Fresh round of private investment to fuel growth: RBI

PTI n NEW DELHI

Zee Entertainment
Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL) is

seeking rapprochement with
Sony Group as it makes a last-
ditch effort to resurrect a
USD 10 billion merger,
according to industry sources.
After the Japanese
multinational firm pulled the
plug on its USD 10 billion
merger deal in January, the
Indian company reached out
again to Sony to reconsider
the termination and offered
for talks this month, a source
said.
On the other hand, Sony is
understood to be evaluating
the proposal from Zee.
Comments from Sony Picture
Networks India could not be
obtained as an e-mailed query
remained unanswered.
A Zee spokesperson said,
"Since the matter is subjudice
we have no comments to
offer."
Another source said ZEEL
never stopped working for a
possible reconciliation
dialogue citing that it was
ZEEL that moved to NCLT to
make the merger happen.
"The ball is in Sony's court.
They need to respond if the
deal has to be revived," the

source said.
The development comes
amidst the two parties filing
cases against each other after
the deal collapsed. Sony had
initiated arbitration
proceedings before The
Singapore Arbitration Center
(SIAC) claiming USD 90
million (around Rs 748.5 cr)
as a termination fee.
On the other hand, ZEEL
filed a petition before the
Mumbai bench of the
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), seeking a
direction to Sony Group to
implement the merger
scheme. SIAC also denied
Sony Group's plea seeking
interim relief against ZEEL to
restrain it from moving NCLT
to enforce the failed merger of
its subsidiary Culver Max
with the Indian media house.
ZEEL also initiated
appropriate legal actions to
contest the claims of USD 90
million filed by Sony Group
before SIAC.
More than two years after
announcing their proposed
merger, Sony on January 22
announced the termination of
the deal while accusing ZEEL
of not meeting closing
conditions even after
extending their closing period
by a month.

Zee reaches out to Sony to
revive terminated merger

PTI n NEW DELHI

Over 27,500 applications
for resolution process

against corporate debtors
have been withdrawn before
their admission, with
regulator IBBI emphasising
that the credible threat of the
insolvency law that
ownership of debtors might
change has changed the
behaviour of debtors.
These Corporate Debtors
(CDs) had an underlying
default of Rs 9.74 lakh crore.
The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC),
introduced in December
2016, provides for a time-
bound and market-linked
resolution of stressed assets.
"The credible threat of the
Code, that a CD may change
hands, has changed the
behaviour of debtors.
Thousands of debtors are
resolving distress in early
stages of distress.
"They are resolving when
default is imminent, on
receipt of a notice for
repayment but before filing
an application, after filing
application but before its
admission, and even after
admission of the application,

and making best effort to
avoid consequences of the
resolution process," the IBBI
said in its latest newsletter.
The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India
(IBBI) is a key institution in
implementing the IBC.
According to the newsletter,
27,514 applications for
initiation of CIRPs
(Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process) of CDs
having underlying default of
Rs 9,74 lakh crore were
withdrawn before their
admission till October 2023.
Till December 2023, IBC has
helped in rescuing 3,050 CDs
-- 891 were through
resolution plans, 1,124
through appeal or review or
settlement, and 1,035 through

withdrawal.
The resolved CDs resulted in
realisation of around 32 per
cent, as against the admitted
claims and more than 169 per
cent compared to the
liquidation value.
Creditors have realised Rs
3.21 lakh crore under the
resolution plans till
December 31 last year.
The fair value and liquidation
value of the assets available
with these CDs, when they
entered the CIRP, was
estimated at Rs 2.97 lakh
crore and Rs 1.90 lakh crore,
respectively, as against the
total claims of the creditors
worth Rs 10.07 lakh crore, the
IBBI said.
As many as 2,376 CDs have
been referred for liquidation.

"Till December 2023, 830
CDs have been completely
liquidated. These 830 CDs
together had outstanding
claims of Rs 1.83 lakh crore
but the assets valued at Rs
0.09 lakh crore," the
newsletter said.
In his message in the
newsletter, IBBI Chairperson
Ravi Mital said that while the
CD is reorganised during
CIRP, the insolvency
resolution process for the PGs
(Personal Guarantors)
prioritises debt restructuring.
This is the opportunity the
IBC affords over outright
bankruptcy, with bankruptcy
serving as a last resort should
the debtor's repayment plan
falter, he said and stressed
that "by cooperating in the
process and submitting a
repayment plan for approval
by creditors, debtors can
effectively discharge their
debt liabilities instead of
initiation of their bankruptcy
process". It is seen that CIRP
proceedings are often delayed
due to excessive litigation.
The debtors' attempt to
prolong the admission or the
resolution process leads to
erosion in CD's value, he
noted.

Markets rally extends for sixth day

Indian companies bullish on business prospects at Singapore Airshow

Thousands of debtors resolving their cases
before admission under insolvency law: IBBI

‘India AI market to touch $17 billion by 2027'
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An eight-year-old Indian-
origin boy defeated

Polish chess grandmaster
Jacek Stopa at the
Burgdorfer Stadthaus Open
in Switzerland on Sunday,
becoming the youngest play-
er to defeat a GM in classi-
cal chess.
Ashwath Kaushik, who rep-
resented Singapore, defeat-
ed Stopa, who at 37 is near-
ly five times older than him,
according to a Channel
News Asia report.
The previous record was set
only a few weeks earlier
when Serbia’s Leonid
Ivanovic, who is several
months older than Ashwath,
beat 60-year-old Bulgarian
grandmaster Milko Popchev
at the Belgrade Open.
Currently ranked world No.
37,338 on FIDE, the interna-
tional chess federation, the
Indian citizen, who moved
to Singapore in 2017, said, “I
felt proud of my game and
how I played, especially
since I was worse at one
point but managed to come
back from that.”
Singaporean grandmaster
and CEO of the Singapore
Chess Federation Kevin Goh
lauded Ashwath’s feat on
‘X’, saying, “Dad is super
supportive, boy is dedicated,
school allows flexibility and
of course he has natural tal-
ent.
“Remains to be seen how far
he can go as interests can
change as the boy gets older.
Still, we are hopeful.”
Goh also joked that as he is

only eight years old,
Ashwath still “needs a boost-
er cushion to reach the other
side of the board”.
He also attributed Ashwath’s
success to the “many other
coaches and supporters” on
his journey.
Goh also hopes that
Ashwath’s success can
inspire more children to
pursue chess at a competi-
tive level.
“I think his achievement
shows that with the right
amount of talent and sup-
port, a young player has
every chance of achieving
success in chess,” Goh said.
Ashwath made waves in
2022 after emerging as a
triple champion in the chess
variations — classic, rapid
and blitz — at the under-8
Eastern Asia Youth
Championship. 
Sriram Kaushik said in a
post on ‘X’ that his son’s
upset win over Stopa was
“one of the proudest
moments of my life”.
“Special thanks to Ashwath’s
true pillars and his long-
term, and often long-suffer-
ing coaches who have put up
with him for many years
through thick and thin,” he
was quoted as saying.
“Puzzle solving certainly (is)
at the core of his board suc-
cess as well,” he added.
According to Goh,
Ashwath’s next goal is to
improve his ratings and earn
the title of candidate master
in chess.
He also aims to do well in
FIDE’s World Cup for
youngsters later in the year. 
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Siddharth Nandal edged out
Vikramaditya Chaufla in a

gruelling battle to win the
elite singles event at the 4th
Racketlon Open in Mumbai.
The A category final between
Nandal and Chaufla was held
at Will ingdon Catholic
Gymkhana on Sunday with
the former prevailing 21-23,
21-16, 21-9, 7-3.
Both Nandal and Chaufla
have represented India at the
World Racketlon
Championship multiple
times. 
Chaufla, a former badminton
player, has also represented
India in the World University
Badminton Championships.
Racketlon is a combination
sport in which the competi-
tors are required to play four
racket sports: table tennis,
badminton, tennis and
squash.
In the final of the 55 plus cat-
egory, Krishna Kotak got the
better of Sugato Thakur 21-9,
15-21, 11-21, 21-16. 
In the 55 plus doubles catego-
ry, Kotak teamed up with
Merwyn Fernandis, a mem-
ber of the gold-winning hock-
ey team at the 1980 Olympics,
to win the title.
Varun Motasha defeated
Aayush Bhansali 21-14, 21-11,
6-21, 21-7 in the B category
final. 
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Swimmer Shubhrant Patra
clinched the men’s 200m

butterfly individual gold with
a dominating performance and
then returned to help Jain
University claim the 4x100m
freestyle relay crown in the
Khelo India University Games
here on Tuesday.
Kalyani Saxena of Sarvajanik
University, Surat and Danush
S of Saveetha Institute of
Medical  and Technical
Sciences also won a gold each
on the second day of swim-
ming competitions at the Dr
Zakir Hussain Aquatic
Complex. 
With 32 gold medals decided
in two days of competition, Jain
University topped the stand-
ings with four gold, one silver
and two bronze medals while
Utkal University is second,
thanks to three gold from
swimmer Pratyasa Ray. She
also claimed the yellow metal

in women’s 200m backstroke
on Tuesday.
Patra, who is originally from
Odisha but now trains and
studies in Bengaluru, bagged
the 200m butterfly gold with a
timing of 2:06.94s, finishing
over half a second ahead of
Chandigarh University’s Harsh
Saroha. Shubham Dhaygude of
Savitribai Phule University
clinched the bronze with a
timing of 2:11.18s. He then
returned to the pool for the
4x100m freestyle relay, swim-
ming the third leg, as he

teamed up with Xavier Dsouza,
Dhyan Balakrishna and
Sambhavv R to bag the gold
with a time of 3:37.76s. 
Anna University (3:39.35s) and
University of Kerala (3:41.65s)
bagged the silver and bronze
respectively.
Earlier, Kalyani Saxena and
Danush S clinched the
women’s 400m medley and
men’s 50m breaststroke gold
medals respectively. 
On Monday, Kalyani had won
the women’s 200m breast-
stroke gold while Dhanush

topped the men’s 200m breast-
stroke race. Elsewhere, in the
basketball  competition,
University of Madras will take
on Jain University in the
women’s final. 
In the semifinal, the team
from Tamil Nadu hammered
Guru Nanak Dev University
105-48, while Jain University
got the better of Hindustan
Institute of Technology and
Science 85-61.
In the men’s category, Panjab
University upset defending
champions Jain University 89-
87 to reach the final, where
they will face University of
Madras, who got the better of
University of Rajasthan 79-76. 
In weightlifting competition,
being held in Itanagar, KIIT’s
Sneha won the gold in 55kg
category with a total lift of
172kg with Punjabi
University’s Ramandeep
(165kg) and Kurukshetra
University’s Shalu (159kg) tak-
ing home silver and bronze
medals respectively. 
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The Indian men’s hockey
team would look to contin-

ue its recent domination over the
Netherlands with an outright
win when the two sides meet in
the return leg match of the FIH
Pro League here on Wednesday. 
India have had a good run in the
Pro League so far with the team
led by drag-flicker Harmanpreet
Singh winning two out of their
five games in regulation time.
India’s resilience saw them defeat
the Dutch and Spain in
shootouts, earning valuable
bonus points.
Their solitary defeat came at the

hands of Australia but that too
from a winning position.
India are currently placed fourth
in the Pro League standings with
10 points from five matches.
The Netherlands are leading the
chart with 18 points from nine
games ahead of Argentina (13
points from 8 matches) and
Australia (12 points from 4
games). 
But having said that the Indians,
ranked third in the world, have
had to face a tough time in their
last two matches against world
No.12 Ireland and world No.8
Spain. 
India were made to toil to reg-
ister a 1-0 win over Ireland

through a last-minute goal from
Gurjant Singh and then over-
came a resilient Spain 8-7 in a
marathon shoot-out after both
sides were locked 2-2 at the end
of the regulation 60 minutes. 
And come tomorrow, the
Indians will need to raise their
game a few notches to finish off
the match in regulation time and
secure full three points from the
encounter. 
The last three matches might not
have gone the way they would
have wanted, but vice-captain
Hardik Singh said the confi-
dence in the camp is high on the
eve of the meeting against the
world No.1 side.

Reflecting on the home team’s
performance against the Dutch
in the previous outing in
Bhubaneswar on February 11,
Hardik felt India could have
given a far better account of
itself. India rallied to level the
scores at 2-2 in regulation time
before winning 4-2 in shootout. 
“Our performance in the first
half fell short of expectations, but
we made a strong comeback in
the second half, pushing the
game to a shootout. We were
confident about our chances
from that point onwards, espe-
cially given that we have really
good goalkeepers in our ranks,”
said the midfielder. 

India had started their Pro
League campaign in
Bhubaneswar with a crushing 4-
1 win against Spain, followed by
a thrilling 2-2 (4-2) shootout win
against the mightly Dutch,
where Hardik scored the open-
ing goal. India suffered a setback,
losing to Australia 4-6 but
bounced back to conclude the
Bhubaneswar leg on a high
with win over Ireland.
“The confidence in the camp is
quite high with the way we have
been performing in back-to-
back events and I am sure we
will carry this momentum for-
ward in the tournament,” he
added. 
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Still struggling in Serie A,
defending champion Napoli

made its second coaching
change of the season just two
days before facing Barcelona in
the Champions League.
Napoli fired Walter Mazzarri
after training on Monday and
appointed Slovakia coach
Francesco Calzona, who was
the former assistant at the
Serie A team but has never
managed at club level.
Mazzarri replaced Rudi Garcia
only in November and Napoli,
which is emerging as one of the
worst defending champions in
the history of the Italian league,
became the first Serie A team
to change coaches twice in the
season after winning the
league.
“Mazzarri is a family friend and
it is always painful to fire a
friend,” Napoli president

Aurelio De Laurentiis told
Italian television channel Sky
Sport. “I thanked him also for
his readiness to come help us
in a difficult moment for us.
“You need to manage to give
something extra to Napoli and
its fans, however.”
The 55-year-old Calzona has
been given a contract until the
end of the season and will be
allowed to continue with his
duties as Slovakia coach in the
meantime, having helped the
team qualify for the upcoming
European Championship.
Calzona was assistant coach to
Maurizio Sarri at Napoli from
2015-18, when the team was
much lauded for its style of play
despite not winning anything.
He was also part of Luciano
Spalletti’s staff before leaving in
2022 for the Slovakia post, his
first role as a head coach.
“Now we have to give space and
support to Francesco Calzona,

who has worked with us before
both in Sarri’s time and with
Spalletti and know 80% of this
group,” De Laurentiis said.
“Time ... Will tell us if this was
the right choice.”
Napoli is set to face Barcelona
on Wednesday in the round of

16 of the Champions League.
Mazzarri replaced Garcia in
November and collected only
15 points in 12 Serie A match-
es - worse than his predecessor.
Garcia was fired after amassing
21 points from 12 matches
and with Napoli in fourth place

in Serie A, 10 points behind
league leader Inter Milan.
Saturday’s draw at home to
Genoa left Napoli 27 points
behind Inter, in ninth place and
out of the European qualifying
places.
Since the end of World War II,
only five times has a defending
champion finished 20 points or
more behind the Serie A cham-
pion. Juventus has the worst
record, finishing 24 points
behind champion AC Milan in
1962, a year after winning the
title.
Napoli looks a far cry from the
team that won Serie A last sea-
son, thrilling at home and in
Europe.
Garcia took over last offseason
from title-winning coach
Spalletti, who left to take a
year-long sabbatical and then
was named coach of Italy fol-
lowing Roberto Mancini’s res-
ignation.
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Second-placed Girona missed
a chance to cut into Real

Madrid’s lead of the Spanish
league when it lost to Athletic
Bilbao 3-2 on Monday.
The Catalan side could have
reduced the gap to three points
but was sunk by an Alex
Berenguer double and an Iñaki
Williams goal and remained six

adrift of Madrid.
It was another stumble for a side
that matched Madrid blow for
blow in the first half of La Liga.
After going more than three
months without defeat Girona
has taken just one point from its
last nine.
The poor run included a 4-0
defeat to Madrid on Feb. 10.
Alex Berenguer put Athletic
ahead in the second minute

when he skilfully turned the
home defense and fired home a
left-foot shot from outside the
box. Viktor Tsygankov equal-
ized four minutes into the sec-
ond half for Girona, but
Berenguer finished superbly
seven minutes later to give
Athletic the lead again.
Williams made it 3-1 when he
took advantage of poor defend-
ing and scored with a low shot

in off the post.
Eric García got the second for
Girona with 15 minutes remain-
ing when he stooped to head in
a wicked cross from Aleix
Garcia.
But although they pushed hard
in the final minutes, the visitors
could not equalize again.
The result opened up a nine-
point gap between Athletic in
fifth and Real Sociedad in sixth. 

Athletic was only two points
behind fourth-placed Atletico
Madrid and an automatic spot
in the Champions League.
“Of course we’re going to dream
about the Champions League,”
Williams said. “We’re taking it
step by step, as we’ve been qui-
etly saying. We’re working and
pushing ourselves to the max so
that the success makes the
noise.
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India’s Gulveer Singh lost his men’s
3000m gold medal in the Asian

Indoor Athletics Championships
here after he was disqualified for
‘lane infringement’.
Gulveer had clocked 8 minutes 07.48
seconds to finish on top of the
podium in the 3000m final, a non
Olympic athletics event, late on
Monday. 
He was later disqualified for lane
infringement and a late night ‘appeal’
by the Athletics Federation of India
(AFI) was also rejected.
“Yes, it was ruled that Gulveer com-
mitted lane infringement. Of course,
AFI protested but the protest was
rejected,” a coach, who is with the
team, told PTI. 

“The jury said they have enough evi-
dence to conclude that Gulveer
made lane infringement.”
Various clauses of technical rules
17.2 and 17.3 provides for how an
athlete can commit lane infringe-
ment and under what circumstances
he or she may not be disqualified.
Technical Rule 17.2.3 says: “In all
races run in lanes (or any part of a
race run in lanes), each athlete shall
keep within their allocated lane
from start to finish and, when run-
ning on a bend, shall not step or run
on or inside the left-hand lane line
or in the case of the inside lane, the
kerb or line marking the border of
the inside of the track.”
Keneshbekov Nursultan of
Kyrgystan, who had finished second
with a time of 8:08.85s, was award-

ed the gold. 
Jalil Naseri (8:09.39) of Iran, the orig-
inal third-place finisher, took the sil-
ver and Frolovskiy (8:17.17) of
Kazakhstan bagged the bronze.
With the loss of the gold won by
Gulveer, India ended their cam-
paign with three gold and one silver.
Ace shot putter Tajinderpal Singh
Toor, 100m hurdler Jyothi Yarraji
and Harmilan Bains (1500m) had
won a gold medal each on the first
day of competitions on Saturday.
Toor and Yarraji had smashed their
own national records.
On Monday, Ankita had won a sil-
ver medal in women’s 3000m race
with a timing of 9:26.22s. 
India had won one gold, six silver
and one bronze in the last edition in
Astana, Kazakhstan. 
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Gulveer loses 3000m gold in Asian Indoor
Championships due to lane infringement
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All three of Bayern Munich’s
specialist right backs are out

injured after the club confirmed
Noussair Mazraoui has a ham-
string strain on Tuesday.
The Morocco defender went off
injured in a 3-2 loss to Bochum
on Sunday, which left the
German champion eight points
off Bundesliga leader Bayer
Leverkusen and piled more
pressure on coach Thomas
Tuchel. It was Bayern’s third loss
in a row.
Bayern said only that Mazraoui
will be out “for the time being”
after a medical examination,
without specifying a timeframe.
He joined fellow right backs
Sacha Boey - who played just
twice since signing for Bayern
last month before tearing his
hamstring - and Bouna Sarr on
the sidelines. Also injured was
midfielder Konrad Laimer, who

often covered the right back role
earlier in the season. 
Central defender Dayot
Upamecano stepped in for
Mazraoui against Bochum but
was sent off and is suspended
for Saturday’s game against
Leipzig.
That could mean Eric Dier,
signed on loan from Tottenham
last month, could be asked to fill
the right back role, potentially
up against Leipzig’s on-form
winger Xavi Simons.
Tuchel has more selection con-
cerns with left back Alphonso
Davies recovering from a
strained knee ligament and for-
wards Kingsley Coman and
Serge Gnabry both out injured.
Bayern said on Tuesday that
Davies was “completing exercis-
es with the ball for the first time”
since his injury in training the
day before, and Laimer “has
been working individually with
the ball for the last few days.
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Chelsea has target-
ed English

Premier League rival
Brighton once again
to strengthen its tech-
nical staff.
Brighton said on
Tuesday its head of
recruitment, Sam Jewell, was
placed on leave after accepting
a new position at Chelsea.
Jewell took up the role with
Brighton in 2022 following the
departure of Paul Winstanley,
who also moved to Chelsea to
become its co-sporting direc-
tor. Other Brighton staff who
have joined Chelsea in recent
years include Graham Potter,
who lasted six months as man-
ager before being fired, and his
assistant Bruno Salter, who
was the interim manager after
Potter’s departure.
Chelsea also spent nearly $250

million on signing
goalkeeper Robert
Sanchez, defender
Marc Cucurella and
midfielder Moises
Caicedo from
Brighton inside the
last two years.
Jewell, the son of for-
mer Premier League
manager Paul Jewell,

joined Brighton in May 2016 as
the recruitment manager for
the men’s under-21 side and
became the emerging talent
manager in March 2019.
He continued the work of
Winstanley as Brighton’s head
of recruitment, with the club
having established a strong
reputation for its scouting net-
work in Europe and South
America.
“Sam has now commenced a
period of gardening leave,”
Brighton said. 
“We thank him for his long ser-
vice to our club.”
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The much-anticipated
Indian Premier League is
set to begin on March 22

and will be held entirely in the
country despite the coinciding
general elections, league
chairman Arun Dhumal told
PTI on Tuesday.
The elections are expected to
be held in April and May and
that is the main reason why the
schedule for the IPL’s 17th
edition has not been unveiled
yet.  Speaking to PTI, Dhumal
said to begin with, only the
schedule of the first 15 days will
be announced and the roster
for the remaining games will be
decided after the
announcement of the general
election dates.
The dates of the Lok Sabha
polls are expected to be
announced early next month.
“We are looking at a March 22
start for the tournament. We
are working closely with the
government agencies and we
will first release the initial
schedule. The entire
tournament will be held in
India,” said Dhumal.

Only in 2009, the IPL, in its
entirety, was held overseas
(South Africa) while the 2014
edition was partially held in the
UAE due to the general
elections. However, in 2019, the
tournament was held in India
despite the elections.
Considering the T20 World
Cup begins within days of the
cash-rich league’s conclusion,
the final is likely to be held on
May 26.
India will play their opening
World Cup fixture against
Ireland in New York on June 5
while the ICC showpiece
begins with the USA and
Canada clash on June 1.
As is the norm, the IPL opener
will be played between the last
year’s finalists, the winners
Chennai Super Kings in this
case and runners-up Gujarat
Titans.
The players’ auction for the
2024 season was held in
December last year and
Australian pacer Mitchell Starc
became the most expensive
player in the history of the
league after being bought by
Kolkata Knight Riders for Rs
24.75 crore. 
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Back-to-back heavy defeats
against India have

compelled England captain
Ben Stokes to consider an
early return to bowling with
head coach Brendon
McCullum admitting that
although it’s a good sign, they
don’t want the all-rounder to
push himself unnecessarily.
Stokes, who is still recovering
from a knee surgery, hasn’t
bowled since the second
Ashes Test in June last year.
“Well, it’s good that he’s
actually getting into a state
where he thinks he might
bowl,” McCullum was quoted
as saying by ESPNCricinfo
on Monday.
“But Ben is clever; he’s really
clever as well. He won’t bowl
unless he thinks he’s
legitimately able to bowl. The
problem would be if he starts
getting into a spell and then
he can’t get out of the spell.
So we’ll see what unfolds.
“If he does get that bit
between his teeth, then let’s
see where the danger lies
there and try and pull him
away from it. But it’s a good
sign,” McCullum added.
Ahead of the Rajkot Test,
Stokes had said he “pinky
promised” his physiotherapist
he won’t be bowling in the
ongoing series. But when
asked if he will be reprising
his all-rounder’s role after the
434-run defeat in the third
Test on Sunday, Stokes said,
“I’m not saying yes, I’m not
saying no”.
“Me being me, I’m always

very optimistic about most
things. That will be a more
detailed chat with the
medical team about what
workload I have done to pass
me off as not being a massive
risk.”
During the Rajkot Test,
Stokes had even trained at
100 per cent intensity and
conceded that he felt pretty
good. “I managed to bowl at
100 per cent in one of the
warm-up days here which
made me feel pretty good. I
felt like I could have bowled
in the game but that would
have been stupid.”
After winning the series
opener by 28 runs, England
fell to a 106-run defeat
followed by one of their worst
losses in Rajkot to go 2-1
down in the series with
matches left in Ranchi and
Dharamsala.
The England team would
benefit immensely if the pace
all-rounder started bowling
again. The visitors opted to
field just one seamer in the
first two Tests. They dropped
Shoaib Bashir to pick both
James Anderson and Mark
Wood in the third game.
England’s “Bazball” approach
has also backfired big time in
the third Test which they lost
by a massive 434 runs, their
largest defeat in terms of runs
since 1934.
But McCullum said while the
defeat is definitely hurting
the visitors, they will
continue with their attacking
‘Bazball’ approach in the
remainder of the five-match
series.

PTI ■ MOHALI

IPL side Punjab Kings’ new
pick Ashutosh Sharma says

he wants to make an impact
with the bat for his franchise
if he gets the opportunity,
given that he has worked
really hard — even punished
himself — to reach this stage
of his cricketing career.
Ashutosh, who has so far
played four first-class games
for Madhya Pradesh and
scored a century, was picked
up by the Punjab franchise
for `20 lakh ahead of the
upcoming IPL.
During his days of struggle,
Ashutosh, who hails from
Ratlam in Madhya Pradesh,
even started umpiring so that
he could afford lunch.
“When I left home, I did not
have enough money. I used to
go to a camp and I started
umpiring in matches to
afford lunch. We were a
family of limited means, and
it was hard to do everything
on my own so early. But I
never let it affect my family
about my struggles as I did
not want them to worry,” he
said.
Ashutosh began his
cricketing journey at a young
age but due to lack of
opportunities in Ratlam, he
moved to Indore when he
was just eight years old and
started to train at the Madhya
Pradesh Cricket Association’s
residential academy.
Such was his determination
to excel that the youngster
even punished himself by
doing household chores if he
hit a rough patch while
playing U-19 cricket.
He felt the “punishment”
would bring discipline in his
life and remind him of the
“sacrifices” he had made to
reach this level.
“After doing so (household
chores) for a month, I scored
a hundred,” he said.
Last year, during the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy tie
against Arunachal Pradesh,
the right-handed batter
smashed an 11-ball fifty,
breaking Yuvraj Singh’s
record for the fastest half-
century in the shortest
format.

“ I t

was one of the most
memorable moments of my
career, along with getting
picked for Punjab Kings,”
Ashutosh said.
Now with an IPL contract in
hand, Ashutosh wants to
excel in the lucrative league
and help the franchise win its
maiden title.
“I want to express myself. I
have worked so hard to reach
here. I will work even harder
now so I can help Punjab
Kings win their first trophy,”
the right-handed batter said.
Recalling the day of the
auction, Ashutosh said the
atmosphere in his house was
tense and the moment he was
picked in the “acceleration
round”, he immediately
switched off the TV set and
went into a celebration mode.
“Even though I was confident
I would be picked, I was
unable to sit in one place and
completely skipped lunch. I
stayed up with my friends till
5 am. My phone kept ringing
and eventually stopped
working. 
“Our relatives and family
brought crackers and sweets.
It was a great atmosphere. I
called my coach and told him
that the hard work has paid
off,” he said.
Ashutosh is happy that he
can now train with his
childhood hero and former
India cricketer Sanjay
Bangar, who is the head of
cricket development at PBKS.
“He (Bangar) was delighted
when I showed my 12-year-
old selfie alongside him,” said
Ashutosh, of the picture
taken when Bangar was a
part of the now-defunct
Kochi franchise over a
decade-and-a-half back
when he was a ball boy. 

PTI ■ ITANAGAR

The final rounds of 77th
National Football

Championship for the
Santosh Trophy 2023-24 will
begin with a match between
Meghalaya and Services here
on Wednesday. 
A total of 12 teams will
compete in the final rounds
of the Santosh Trophy, which
is being held in Arunachal
Pradesh for the first time.
While hosts Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Goa,

Assam, Services and Kerala
are clubbed in Group A,
Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Delhi, Manipur, Mizoram
and Railways are placed in
Group B.
The tournament will take
place in Yupia, Itanagar from
February 21 till March 9.
The final four stage of the
nation’s premier state
tournament last year was
held in Saudi Arabia where
Karnataka won the title after
54 years. 
A total of 37 matches will be

played due to the expansion
of the knockout stage. The
top four teams from each
group will progress to the
quarter-finals. 
The ongoing I-League 2
season has taken a break to
allow players to represent
their states in the Santosh
Trophy.
In other matches on the
opening day, Assam will take
on Kerala while Goa will
play hosts Arunachal
Pradesh. 
“The importance of the

Santosh Trophy cannot be
stressed enough as it gives
young players the chance to
shine. Clubs can identify and
unearth talent. It’s great to see
the tournament spread to new
places, and I can’t wait to
come to Arunachal Pradesh
and witness the excitement,”
AIFF Technical Committee
chairperson IM Vijayan said. 
While head coach Khlain
Pyrkhat Syiemlieh will miss a
few key names who are part of
Shillong Lajong squad in the I-
League, Meghalaya still have a

bunch of players from last
year’s team like Sheen
Stevenson Sohktung,
Dawanchwa Carlos Challam,
Damonlang Pathaw and
Brolington Warlarpih.
The group also contains
strong sides like Goa and
Kerala. Goa have one of the
most experienced squads in
the final round, with most of
their players coming from I-
League 2 sides Sporting
Clube de Goa and Dempo
SC. 
Services and Assam will also

hope to make it to the
knockouts. 
Karnataka, like Meghalaya,
also have lost some
important names from last
year like Robin Yadav, Bekey
Oram and M Sunil Kumar. 
Maharashtra, who led the
goal-scoring charts in the
group stage with a whopping
24 goals in five matches, are
one of the favourites in
Group B. 
Manipur have been another
free-scoring side, netting 21
goals in the first round. 

PTI ■ MELBOURNE

Former Australia captain
Ian Chappell has urged

out-of-form England batter
Joe Root to shun the ‘Bazball’
approach and get back to
playing his natural game.
Senior batter Root has
struggled for runs in the
ongoing five-match series
against India, registering a set
of low scores across six
innings.
Keeping up with England’s
aggressive Bazball approach,
Root has mostly lost his
wicket playing outlandish
shots in India.
“Root had a bloody fine
record playing normally, and
he was a quick scorer playing
normally,” Chappell told
‘Wide World of Sports’,
describing Bazball as
“bullshit”.
“I don’t see why he’s trying to
change things drastically, and

I’ve never believed you should
play premeditated shots,”
Chappell added.
Root, who has over 11,000
Tests runs, copped up a lot of
criticism for his dismissal in
England’s first innings in the
third Test, as he attempted to
reverse sweep Jasprit Bumrah
but only ended up edging to
slip.

His dismissal led to a batting
collapse. England were 224/2
when Root got out. The
tourists then lost eight wickets
for 95 runs to be bowled out
for 319, handing India a 126-
run first-innings lead.
England eventually lost the
Test by a mammoth 434 runs,
their largest defeat in terms of
runs since 1934. 

Chapell argued that while a
top-order batter must look to
score aggressively, the players
must adjust according to the
match situation.
“You can’t always do it -- it’s
got to be according to the
conditions and also who’s
bowling,” he said.
Bumrah has dismissed Root
on nine occasions in Test
cricket now.
“Some bowlers you can score
off a lot quicker than others,
but when a really good
bowler is bowling a good
spell, you’ve got to be
prepared to try and battle it
out and think to yourself
‘Well, when he goes off, it’ll
get a bit easier’.
“You’re always trying to score
runs -- that’s got to be your
prime aim. But, you’ve also
got to realise in some
conditions, against some
bowlers you can score quicker
than others.” 

England captain
mulls bowling
against India

PTI ■ LONDON

Former captain Nasser
Hussain has lashed out at

Ben Duckett for suggesting
that Yashasvi Jaiswal’s
aggressive batting in the
Rajkot Test was influenced by
England’s ‘Bazball’ strategy,
saying it is the visitors who
need to learn from the young
Indian sensation. At the end
of the third day’s play in
Rajkot, Duckett had praised
Jaiswal for his attacking
century and suggested that the
current England team should
receive credit for influencing
teams to bat more aggressively
in Tests. 
England eventually went on to
lose the match by a record
margin of 434 runs to concede
a 1-2 lead to India in the five-
match series.
Reacting to Duckett’s remark,
Hussain said, “His (Duckett’s)
comment on Jaiswal that he
has learned from us, I am
going to touch on that. He
(Jaiswal) has not learned from
you (Duckett), he has learned
from his upbringing and all

the hard yards he has put in
while growing up, he has
learned from the IPL.
“If anything, I would look at
him and learn from him,”
Hussain said during a
discussion with another
former England captain
Michael Atherton on Sky
Sports.
Hussain urged the England
players to do some self-
introspection and make
necessary adjustments ahead
of the fourth Test in Ranchi.
“Whatever they are saying in
public and in that dressing

room, I hope they are going
back to their rooms, do a little
bit of self-introspection game,
like ‘I can look back and learn
and make improvement’.
“Otherwise, it becomes a cult,
doesn’t it? At times, Bazball in
this regime has been
described as a cult where you
cannot criticise either within
or externally. Even in this
regime, there is room for
learning and improving,”
Hussain said.
“I can go back to the Ashes
series, and I reckon they
(England) changed (strategy).” 

PTI ■ NEW DELHI

Rishabh Pant remains on
course for a much-

anticipated comeback in the
IPL after taking part in a
practice game organised by
his franchise Delhi Capitals
in Alur, Karnataka.
Pant, who met with a horrific
car accident in December
2022, has been undergoing
rehabilitation at the National
Cricket Academy and is
working hard to regain match
fitness before the start of the
IPL in the second half of
March. The southpaw had
also featured in an exhibition
game last year.
“The match was part of
assessing his mobility
basically. He has been batting
at nets for a while and playing
in a practice game was more
like an extension of it,” said a
NCA source referring to the
intra-squad game in Alur
near Bengaluru.
Earlier this month, Delhi
Capitals head coach Ricky
Ponting had given a major
update on Pant, saying the
game changing cricketer was
confident about his return in

the IPL.
However, Pant may not be
ready for wicketkeeping
duties in the competition, as
suggested by Ponting at an
event in Melbourne. 
“Rishabh is very confident
that he’s going to be right to
play. In what capacity we’re
not quite sure yet,” Ponting
had said.
“You would have seen all the
social-media stuff, he’s up
and about and running well.
But in saying that we’re only
six weeks away from the first
game as well. So we’re not
sure if we’ll get wicketkeeping
out of him this year.
“But I’ll guarantee if I asked

him now he’ll say, ‘I’m
playing every game, I’m
keeping every game and I’m
batting at No.4.’ That’s just
what he’s like, but we’ll keep
our fingers crossed,” he
added. 
Pant is also expected to lead
Delhi Capitals. David Warner
had captained in his absence
last year. 
“He’s such a dynamic player.
He’s obviously our captain.
We missed him incredibly
last year,” Ponting said.
“If you understand the
journey he’s been on the last
12-13 months, it was a
horrific incident. One that I
know he feels very lucky to
have even survived, let alone
have the chance to play
cricket again.
“We’ll just keep our fingers
crossed and hope that he can
be out there and play. Even if
it’s not all the games, if we can
manage him through 10 of
the 14 games or whatever that
might be then whatever
games you can get out of him
will be a bonus,” the former
Australia captain had said on
the sidelines of an MLC
event. 
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IPL set for March 22 start

I have worked
really hard to reach
this level: Ashutosh

Chappell urges Root to
play his natural game 

Final round of Santosh Trophy to begin with match between Meghalaya and Services

Pant on course for comeback in IPLJaiswal has learned from his upbringing
and not from Bazball, says Nasser 


