
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ■
NEW DELHI

Amid widespread complaints
of sexual offences against
women allegedly committed

by members of the ruling
Trinamool Congress in
Sandeshkhali, the BJP has
intensified its campaign efforts in
West Bengal even as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
pledged unwavering support to the
women of Sandeshkhali. Modi’s
visit to West Bengal to address an
all-women rally on March 7 is
poised to deliver a resounding
response to the TMC in the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections,
effectively addressing the concerns
raised by the victims in Bengal. 
The BJP has been striving to gain
ground in West Bengal and
managed to secure its symbol on
18 out of the total 42 Lok Sabha
seats in the 2019 general elections,
while holding 70 legislators in the
294-member Assembly. However,
in the 2014 Lok Sabha elections,
the BJP had only two MPs, but in
2024, with the clarion call of
securing 370 plus seats, the party
hopes to win over 25 seats in the
State. The Opposition bloc of the
Congress, the TMC, and Left
parties has nearly disintegrated in
Bengal.
The BJP on Wednesday accused
the Mamata Banerjee-led TMC
government of exceeding the
erstwhile CPI(M) administration
in subjecting the people of West
Bengal to atrocities. Raising the
issue of alleged sexual harassment
of women in Sandeshkhali, senior
BJP leader and former Union
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad

criticised the Congress and other
constituents of the Opposition
INDIA bloc, questioning their
silence on the matter. Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
said that Sandeshkhali would be
the “downfall” of his Bengal
counterpart Mamata Banerjee and
her party. 
West Bengal DGP Rajeev Kumar
visited Sandeshkhali on

Wednesday afternoon to assess the
situation in the area, which has
been marked by protests following
allegations of sexual abuse of
women by TMC leaders. In his
first visit to the area since the
protests began, Kumar,
accompanied by senior police
officers, including ADG South
Bengal Supratim Sarkar, went to
Sandeshkhali police station and

held meetings there, according to a
police source.
Meanwhile, a row has erupted
after Sikh IPS officer Jaspreet
Singh retaliated after being called
“Khalistani” while he was speaking
to a group of protesting State BJP
leaders and workers led by
Opposition leader Suvendu
Adhikari on Tuesday. Singh is part
of a special team deployed by the

West Bengal Police to maintain
law and order and investigate
complaints by villagers in
Sandeshkhali. While the senior
police officer has maintained that
he will lodge a case, the BJP has
dismissed the claim and sought to
prove when the Khalistani slur was
used against the officer on duty.
On the other hand, West Bengal
Governor CV Ananda Bose has

“opened the doors” of the Raj
Bhavan for the victimised women
of the trouble-torn Sandeshkhali
region who feel unsafe in their
homes.
“The Sandeshkhali issue is
becoming very serious. The
blatant assault, humiliating
treatment, and sexual assault on
women are a shame on our society
and democracy,” Ravi Shankar
Prasad said at a press conference at
the BJP headquarters in the
national capital.
The BJP leader also criticised West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee for “defending” such
incidents in the State, questioning
her conscience and that of other
Opposition parties.
“When Mamata Banerjee
struggled (in the past) against the
CPI(M)’s atrocities and sat on an
indefinite agitation against it, we
all became her fans and lauded her
struggle. Today, her atrocity and
police repression have surpassed
that of the (then) CPI(M) rule,” he
charged.
“It’s a shame. Where is her
conscience?” Prasad asked,
adding, “Mamata ji, you will have
to give a reply. Mamata ji, you will
have to pay for it. People will give a
political reply to you.”
Sources within the BJP have
indicated that the Prime Minister
is planning to address a women’s
rally in Barasat, West Bengal, on
March 7, a day before
International Women’s Day.
The riverine Sandeshkhali area,
situated on the borders of the
Sunderbans about 100 kilometres
from Kolkata, has been witnessing
protests after local women accused
absconding Trinamool Congress

(TMC) leader Sheikh Shajahan
and his supporters of land grab
and sexual assault under coercion.
West Bengal BJP president
Sukanta Majumdar said the Prime
Minister is likely to visit Barasat on
March 7 to address a women’s rally.
Majumdar had to be hospitalised
with injuries last week as BJP
workers clashed with police
personnel after being stopped
from going to Sandeshkhali.
A senior BJP leader said it is very
likely that the visit by the Prime
Minister will occur in early March,
before the announcement of
General Elections, as the model
code of conduct will be enforced.
“PM Modi will visit West Bengal
shortly as several projects are lined
up. Most importantly, the PM is
concerned about the incident in
Sandeshkhali, and the party is
planning a first-ever all-women
rally as the NDA government has
been specifically working for the
welfare of women and related
schemes. The final tour program
will be known shortly,” said the
party leader.
While Sheikh has been missing
since January 5, when a mob
attacked Enforcement Directorate
(ED) officers during a raid at his
residence in connection with an
alleged ration scam, TMC
supremo and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee has
blamed the BJP for orchestrating
an incident in the area along with
the ED and the media.
Senior BJP leader Kailash
Vijayvargiya, who was the BJP
incharge of West Bengal, claimed a
strong nexus exists among goons,
police, and politicians in West
Bengal.

Bhishma Pitamah 
of Indian judiciary 
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With political parties gearing up
for their campaigns as the Lok

Sabha polls are likely to be
announced between March 10 and
15, the Election Commission (EC)
has directed the Railway Board to
ensure “smooth and hassle-free”
train movement for more than 3.4
lakh security personnel to be
deployed for the upcoming Lok
Sabha and Assembly elections, with
specific instructions to avoid the
recurrence of delays noticed in the
past. 
Additionally, the Bengaluru-based
Mysore Paints and Varnish Ltd has
been tasked with providing over 26
lakh vials of indelible ink, which
leaves a deep indigo-coloured mark

on a voter’s left forefinger, to various
States for the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections.
As the countdown begins, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is also
expected to chair a meeting of the
Union Council of Ministers on
March 3, days before the
announcement of the Lok Sabha
elections schedule.  According to
officials, the meeting of the Council
of Ministers is scheduled to be held
at the Sushma Swaraj Bhawan in the
Chanakyapuri diplomatic enclave.
In 2014, the Election Commission
had announced the schedule for the
nine-phased Lok Sabha elections on
March 5, and the results were
declared on May 16. In 2019, the
poll panel had announced the
seven-phase Lok Sabha elections on

March 10, and the results were
declared on May 23.
The EC, in a communication issued
to the railway board last week, said
“a large-scale” deployment of the
Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) and police forces drawn
from various States for election
purposes was essential as they will
undertake and ensure area
domination, confidence-building
measures, poll day duties, and
guarding of EVM/centres, etc.
As many as 3,400 companies of the
CAPFs and State police forces have
been requisitioned by the EC for
ensuring free and fair polls during
the upcoming general elections and
Assembly polls in Andhra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and
Sikkim. The poll panel has sought
the setting up of a 24x7 control
room which will oversee this mega
cross-country movement of the
troops over the next few months
and to make adequate arrangements
for fans and air conditioning in
coaches, meals, medical facilities at
stations en route, availability of
special and splinter bogies, and pest
control in the wagons during this
exercise period.
It expressed particular concern over
the “delay” in the movement of
forces and the “inconvenience”
faced by its personnel, which was
raised by the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) during rail travel for
election duty in 2022 and 2023. 
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The greeting “Behno aur
bhaiyon”, which has been a

tradition for more than five
decades, will never again resonate
with millions of avid radio
listeners as its iconic voice, Amin
Sayani, has fallen silent. The most
recognised voice of radio passed
away at the age of 91 due to a
heart attack in Mumbai. His last
rites will be held on Thursday.
Generations of Indians grew up
listening to Sayani on his
immensely popular weekly radio
programme, Binaca Geetmala,
aired every Wednesday, featuring
the most popular Hindi film
songs and rating them
accordingly. Almost all playback
singers, music directors, and even
actors anxiously awaited the

broadcast to assess their ratings in
an era devoid of television.
More than just an announcer,
Sayani was an institution in the
world of radio, spanning
generations. His popularity and
credibility can be measured by the
fact that radio listeners and the
film fraternity remained devoted
to him for nearly 40 years.
“Namaste behno aur bhaiyon,
main aapka dost Amin Sayani bol
raha hoon.” This familiar greeting,
in his iconic voice with its thick
timbre, resonated through
countless homes every
Wednesday on Radio Ceylon
from 1952 to 1988, still evoking
strong nostalgia among listeners.
After 1988, Binaca Geetmala
moved to All India Radio’s Vividh
Bharati, where it continued to
dominate the charts until 1994.

Sayani interviewed the who’s who
of Hindi filmdom, including
Lata Mangeshkar, Kishore
Kumar, Raj Kapoor, and
Amitabh Bachchan,
among many others.
His distinctive style of
presentation, delivered
in easy-to-follow
Hindustani, became
the benchmark for
aspiring radio
announcers. In fact,
many attempted to
emulate Sayani, but
failed to captivate
audiences in the same
way.
Born in Mumbai into a
multilingual family on
December 21, 1932, Sayani
hosted, presented, and voiced
over 50,000 shows over the course

of 42 years.
Showing creative talent since

childhood, Sayani began
writing for his mother’s

fortnightly journal,
Rehbar, at the age of
just 13. He also
became proficient in
broadcasting in
English during this
time, participating
in children’s
programmes on the
English service of
All India Radio

Bombay.
He later left Bombay

to study in Gwalior.
Upon his return to

Bombay post-
Independence, he auditioned

for AIR’s Hindi service but was
rejected due to a slight Gujarati

accent. In 1952, then Information
and Broadcasting Minister BV
Keskar banned Hindi film songs
on AIR.
Around that time, Radio Ceylon,
founded by the British, began
gaining popularity for its
programmes in English, Tamil,
and Hindi. Broadcasting from
Colombo, Radio Ceylon
embarked on its journey in 1949.
American businessman Daniel
Molina saw an opportunity there
and established his company,
Radio Advertising Services in
Mumbai. He hired Sayani’s elder
brother, former AIR broadcaster
Hamid Sayani, to oversee Radio
Ceylon’s production arm.
Both Hamid Sayani and Molina
were eager to produce a
programme on Hindi film songs,
and the elder Sayani selected his

younger brother for the task.
The rest, as they say, is history.
Sayani became a radio presenter
in Hindi with Binaca Geetmala, a
programme of Hindi film songs
sponsored by the toothpaste
brand, in December 1952 and
never looked back. The first of its
kind show, it ran for 42 years to
massive popularity.
Condoling his death, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said the
iconic radio presenter “nurtured a
very special bond with his
listeners.”
The Editor and owner of The
Pioneer, Dr Chandan Mitra, grew
up listening in Kolkata to Sayani’s
programme and became an avid
Hindi film music follower. Dr
Mitra interviewed the legendary
radio announcer for Darpan
magazine of The Pioneer.
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The “Delhi Chalo” protest
march by farmers from

Punjab has been suspended
for two days after a protester
was killed and about 12 police
personnel were injured in
clashes at Khanauri, one of
the two protest sites on the
Punjab-Haryana border. “We
will hold discussions
regarding the incident that
occurred in Khanauri. Our
march towards Delhi will be
on hold for two days. We will
provide further clarification
on our future actions later,”
farmer leader Sarwan Singh
Pandher, head of the Punjab
Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh
Committee, stated at a press
conference.
The farmers’ announcement
comes after the Centre
appealed to them for another
round of discussions. This
marks the second time the
farmers’ march has been put
on hold. Previously, it was
halted before the fourth round
of talks between the farmers
and the Central Government.
Earlier, a 21-year-old farmer
was killed, and several others
were injured following a clash
between security personnel

and protesting farmers at
Khanauri on the Punjab-
Haryana border. A farmers’
leader said the victim has
been identified as Shubh
Karan Singh, a resident of
Baloke village in Punjab’s
Bathinda district. This
incident marks the first
casualty of the second round
of farmers’ protests, known as
the “Delhi Chalo March”,
which began on February 13.
The Haryana Police has
alleged that the farmer
protesters surrounded the
police from all sides by

pouring chili powder in the
stubble, and attacked the
policemen using sticks,
maces, and stone pelting at
the Khanauri border. Around
12 policemen were seriously
injured. The police appealed
to the protesters for peace.
Meanwhile, it has denied that
any farmer has died yet in the
clash on the Shambhu border,
contrary to claims made on
various platforms, as the
farmers protesting against the
Centre intensify their defense
against the Haryana Police.

Continued on Page 2

Smoke rises from tear gas being fired upon the protesting farmers during their
‘Delhi Chalo’ march, near the Punjab-Haryana Shambhu Border in Patiala district
on Wednesday PTI

EC readies poll machinery 

Modi Marches Towards Sandeshkhali
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Legal luminary Fali S Nariman passed
away here on Wednesday at the age

of 95. He was suffering from multiple
ailments, including cardiac issues.
Tributes poured in for him from across
the country as Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah, Chief
Justice of India DY Chandrachud, Law
Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal,
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
condoled the death of the veteran
advocate, often referred to as the
“Bhishma Pitamah” of the Indian
judiciary.
Born on January 10, 1929, Nariman was
enrolled as an advocate at the Bombay
High Court in November 1950 and was
designated a senior advocate in 1961.
He practised law for more than 70 years,
initially in the Bombay High Court and
since 1972 in the Supreme Court.
Nariman is survived by his son and
former Supreme Court judge Rohinton
Nariman, daughter Anaheeta and
daughter-in-law Sanaya. His wife Bapsi
Nariman died in 2020.
Nariman was appointed as the
additional solicitor general of India in
May 1972. He resigned from the post a
day after the imposition of Emergency
on June 26, 1975.
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Bengal Police has said it is initiating
legal actions against State Opposition

Leader Suvendu Adhikari for his alleged
“communal and racist” remarks against
a senior Indian Police Officer. The
remarks were reportedly made during a
heated exchange between the BJP lead-
ers and the police officials led by the stat-
ed officer when the police stopped
Adhikari and the BJP team from enter-
ing Sandeshkhali.
Though the BJP leadership refuted such
charges and dared the police to prove
them, Additional Director General of
Police (South Bengal), Supratim Sarkar
said the police fraternity was “outraged

by his communal remarks” adding, the
force was “initiating strong legal action”
against Adhikari.
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee too
slammed Adhikari for his alleged com-
ment saying “today, the BJP’s divisive pol-
itics has shamelessly overstepped con-
stitutional boundaries. As per BJP every
person wearing a TURBAN is a KHAL-
ISTANI. I VEHEMENTLY CONDEMN
this audacious attempt to undermine the
reputation of our Sikh brothers and sis-
ters, revered for their sacrifices …. We
stand firm in protecting Bengal’s social
harmony and will take stern lawful mea-
sures to prevent any attempts to disrupt
it.”
The altercation took place when Jasprit

Singh a 2016 batch IPS officer — a Sikh
by religion — was leading the police force
that was deputed to handle the law and
situation in the area. While the police
stopped Adhikari and BJP MLAs
Agnimitra Paul and Shankar Ghosh from
entering Sandeshkhali a heated exchange
of words ensued during which the offi-
cial was allegedly called a “Khalistani.”
The officer immediately shouted back
asking “how can you brand me a
Khalistani just because I am wearing this
turban… is that what you have learnt to
deal with the police can a police officer
be called a Khalistani because of his tur-
ban.” 
Both Adhikari and Paul stoutly dismissed
the officer’s allegations saying “no one has

abused him ... and neither anyone has
called him a Khalistani — the offensive
term which apparently originated from
a separatist movement that plagued
Punjab in the closing decades of 20th
century.
The police had not been able to produce
any video footage showing the Adhikari
uttering the objectionable word. During
the heated arguments with the said offi-
cial his back was facing the camera.  
Sarkar however said that the offensive
words were used against Singh during an
altercation between him and the BJP
MLAs. “We strongly protest against it.
We are initiating legal action against him
(Adhikari) for this serious comment,” he
said.
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The BJP has upped the ante on
the Mamata Banerjee

Government with senior saffron
leader and former Union
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad on
Wednesday accusing Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
of crossing all the limits of atroc-
ities on women.
Referring to the Sandeshkhali
land-grab and mass sexual
assault on women Prasad said
that the situation in the river

island region was becoming
serious and that the “patent
assault, humiliating treatment,
sexual assault on woman is a
shame on our society and
democracy.”
Hitting out at Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee he said that
she had not only lost her con-
science in trying to “defend” the
TMC goons who raped the
women of the area but also
crossed the limits of atrocities of
the previous CPI(M) govern-
ment ousting which she came to

power and against whom the BJP
supported her struggle.
“When Mamata Banerjee strug-
gled (in the past) against the
CPI(M)’s atrocities and sat on an
indefinite agitation against it, we
all had become her fan and laud-
ed her struggle. Today her atroc-
ity, police repression, has sur-
passed that of the (then) CPI(M)
(rule),” he charged. 
“It’s a shame. Where is her con-
science?” he asked and added,
“Mamata ji, you will have to give
a reply. Mamata ji, you will have

to pay for it. People will give a
political reply to you,” she said.
While the TMC leaders had been
on a denial mode regarding
alleged mass rape of women, the
police have registered two FIRs
against two TMC leader, one
being a district board member.
Meanwhile, after the National
Commissions for Women and
Scheduled Caste — which had
earlier advocated President’s Rule
for Bengal — the NCST too has
issued notice to the State
Government.
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The Enforcement
Directorate on Wednesday

subjected another Trinamool
Congress MP to a marathon
interrogation to inquire into his
alleged role in money laun-
dering. 
Bengali super star and TMC’s
two-time MP Deepak
Adhikary alias Dev was still
being questioned at the ED’s
Delhi office when reports last
came in on Wednesday
evening.
“I will cooperate with the inves-
tigating agencies and whenev-
er they call, I’ll go,” he earlier
said before adding, “if anyone
can prove a corruption charge
of a single paisa then I will quit
politics.”
Dev was earlier questioned by
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) as a key
witness in the cattle smuggling
case in which senior TMC
leader and strongman
Anubrata Mondal was earlier
arrested and was presently
parked in Tihar Jail.
Dev’s name came up during the
interrogation of Enamul
Haque, the prime accused in
the case. The ED is investigat-
ing the money laundering part
of the case.
The cine star-cum-TMC MP
was recently in the news fol-
lowing rumors that he was in
touch with a BJP Chief
Minister and that he was quit-
ting his party. He even resigned
from some of his ‘ornamental’
posts. 
Even as reports of his differ-
ences with the party made the
rounds a meeting between him
and Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee was organized fol-
lowing which he said that
everything had been resolved
and that he would continue to
work for his party. 
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Days after the tragedy relat-
ed to the fatal attack on a

female bull shark with 15 pups
by locals in Mumbai following
an incident where a man’s leg
was tragically ripped off by the
aquatic animal, the ICAR-
Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute (CMFRI) has
proposed a plan to identify
shark hotspots in Indian water
to safeguard the endangered
species from targeted fishing
activities.
The move also aims to prevent
shark-human conflicts as hap-
pened in the recent Bull shark
case who, the local authorities
say, might have swam the
coastal area of Manor in Palghar
district to deliver the pups and
increase their chances of sur-
vival. However, on the way, it

probably unintentionally
attacked one Vinkya Gowari
(32), who was crossing the
river. According to the
International Shark Attack File
latest report, in 2021 the num-
ber of deaths was slightly above
normal, reaching 11 shark-
related fatalities, 9 of them clas-
sified as “unprovoked.”
However, in the same year the
frequency of attacks remained
close to average, with only 73
confirmed shark attacks on

humans worldwide. Despite the
recent spike in fatalities, long-
term trends show the annual
number of deaths is declining.
However, more sharks are being
caught by humans for con-
sumption. As per a 2019
CMFRI report on marine fish
landings estimates, India caught
20,000 tonnes of shark in 2017
while the wildlife trade moni-
toring network TRAFFIC esti-
mated, using FAO data, India
caught an average of 67,000

tonnes of sharks every year
between 2007 and 2017. The
International Fund for Animal
Welfare reports that every year,
humans kill around 100 million
sharks globally, painting a grim
picture given that sharks are
indicators of the overall health
of the ocean.
The Shark hotspot plan will
ensure enforcing spatial and
temporal fishing regulations to
protect the dwindling shark
population from overfishing,
said the CMFRI scientists.  
This objective intends to shield
both young sharks and breed-
ing adults from the detrimental
effects of targeted fishing activ-
ities, explained Dr. Shoba Joe
Kizhakudan, Head of the Finfish
Fisheries Division at CMFRI.
She said sharks are ill-equipped
to endure overexploitation due
to their slow reproductive rates

and extended lifespans.
Director Dr. A Gopalakrishnan
added the plan envisages devel-
oping effective conservation,
sustainability, and management
strategies and ensuring the
livelihood security of coastal
communities. CMFRI is a
CITES (Convention on
International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora) Scientific
Authority in India for conduct-
ing non-detrimental finding
(NDF) studies on CITES-listed
marine species.
The CITES is a treaty between
185 countries, lists ten varieties
of sharks under its protection
list, some of them commercial-
ly exploited in Indian waters.
While India is a signatory to the
CITES convention, only one of
these species, the whale shark,
is protected under Indian law.
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After months of roller-coast-
er political ride, INDIA

Bloc partners Samajwadi Party
(SP) and Congress on
Wednesday announced a tie-up
for the Lok Sabha polls in
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh, with UP’s main
Opposition party leaving 17 out
of the 80 seats in the State for
the grand old party.
Among the 17 seats on which
the Congress will contest in UP
included Raebareli and Amethi,
once considered pocket bor-
oughs of the party, and
Varanasi which is Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s con-
stituency. In Madhya Pradesh,
the Samajwadi Party will con-
test on a single seat, Khajuraho,
and support the Congress in
the remaining constituencies in
the state.
The seat-sharing announce-
ment was made at a joint press
conference here by SP state
chief Naresh Uttam Patel, SP
national general secretary
Rajendra Chaudhary, Congress
state president Ajay Rai and
AICC in-charge of UP Avinash

Pande. Pande said the Congress
will contest on 17 seats, while
on the rest of the 63 seats in the
state, the SP and other alliance
partners will contest.
Amidst the logjam between
certain parties and several of its
partners breaking away from
the opposition INDIA bloc, the
deal was clinched by Congress
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi who spoke to SP pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav over
phone on Wednesday and  is
understood to break the dead-
lock to give a final shape to the
alliance.

SP state president Patel said,
“The Congress will contest on
17 seats in UP and on the rest
of the 63 seats, Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh Yadav
will decide candidates.”

Apart  f rom Raebarel i ,
Amethi and Varanasi, the
other seats on which the
Congress will be contesting
included Kanpur City,
Fatehpur Sekri, Basgaon,
Saharanpur,  Prayagraj,
Maharajganj, Amroha, Jhansi,
Bulandshahr, Ghaziabad,
Mathura, Sitapur, Barabanki
and Deoria, Patel said.
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Two premier organisations namely All India
Institute of Medical Sciences and Indian

Institute of Technology in the national Capital
have teamed up to revolutionise elbow replace-
ment surgery, offering affordable, high-quality
solutions to patients suffering from stiff elbow
joints and limited mobility. Recognising the chal-
lenges posed by expensive imported setups, this
partnership aims to provide precise and acces-
sible implants for elbow replacement surgeries
in India.
Elbow replacement surgery is vital for individ-
uals with debilitating conditions affecting their
elbow joints. However, the high cost of import-
ed setups and the lack of exact-fit and high-qual-
ity implants have posed significant challenges
for patients seeking relief through surgery in
India.

Dr. Bhavuk Garg, Department of Orthopedics,
AIIMS said, “Through this collaboration, we aim
to ensure that patients receive the best possible
care without the burden of exorbitant costs.”
Unlike imported setups, which can cost between
1 to 1.5 lakh rupees, the AIIMS-IIT Delhi
implants are expected to be available at a frac-
tion of the cost.
This partnership marks a significant milestone
in Indian orthopaedic surgery. With AIIMS and
IIT Delhi leading the way, patients can now
access advanced elbow replacement solutions
that promise improved mobility and enhanced
quality of life.
Elbow replacement surgery aims to relieve pain
and increase range of motion in people with
chronic elbow pain. This surgery often improves
people’s quality of life when medications or phys-
ical therapy (exercises to improve strength and
mobility) do not ease their pain adequately,
according to the doctors.
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From Page 1
The Railways should address
these concerns to avoid the
recurrence of such incidents
during the train journey of
security forces. The issue of
the availability of rolling stock
recurred in the recent
elections in November-
December 2023, resulting in
delays in the movement of
forces, the EC said.
The poll panel has asked the
Ministry of Railways to
appoint nodal officers at its
headquarters and zonal offices
for “smooth coordination” of
this movement, ensuring the
availability of rolling stock
(bogies), comfortable seating
and resting arrangements for
security personnel, and
provision of essential facilities
such as electricity, water, fans,
ACs, etc, keeping in mind the
summer season. 
The poll body has also desired
that the railways deploy
“dedicated” officers and staff
for timely inspection of these
trains and ensuring AC-II tier
and AC-III tier bogies for the

personnel and officers of these
forces.
Mysore Paints and Varnish
Ltd, a Karnataka Government
undertaking, has been
manufacturing the ink since
1962, solely for the EC. A 10
ml vial of ink can be used to
mark the fingers of around 700
people. A polling station has
around 1,200 voters. Over 12
lakh polling stations would be
set up for the polls expected to
be held in April-May. The
indelible ink mark is normally
expected to last for three days
when applied to the skin but
lasts for a few weeks on the
fingernail until the nail grows
out.
According to sources, of the
total 26.5 lakh vials of ink,
around 60 per cent of the total
material has been dispatched
to the States and the remaining
would be supplied by March
20. The indelible ink is
exported to more than 25
countries, including Canada,
Ghana, Nigeria, Mongolia,
Malaysia, Nepal, South Africa,
and the Maldives. 

From Page 1
In his long and illustrious
legal career, Nariman argued
in several landmark cases,
including the Bhopal gas
tragedy case, TMA Pai case,
J a y a l a l i t h a a
disproportionate assets case,
and the famous case of the
National Judicial
Appointments Commission,
which was struck down by
the Supreme Court.
Nariman authored books,
including “Before the
Memory Fades,” “The State
of the Nation,” “India’s Legal
System: Can it be Saved?”
and “God Save the Hon’ble
Supreme Court.”
He received the Padma
Bhushan in January 1991
and in 2007, he was awarded
the Padma Vibhushan.
Nariman was also
nominated as a member of
the Rajya Sabha in
November 1999. His son,
Rohinton Nariman, was a
judge of the Supreme Court.
Vice President Dhankhar
described Nariman as a

towering figure in the Indian
legal system. “Deeply
saddened by his demise. My
heartfelt condolences to his
family members and the
legal fraternity on this
unbridgeable loss. His legacy
and contribution will always
serve as a guiding light to
the nation at large,”
Dhankhar said.
Meghwal recalled that
Nariman was awarded the
Padma Bhushan and the
Padma Vibhushan, and said
his unwavering commitment
towards civil liberties and
principles was strong and
commendable.
In a post on X, Speaker Birla
said Nariman’s contributions
to the Indian legal system
are immeasurable. “May his
legacy continue to inspire
generations on the path of
making justice accessible to
all,” he wrote.
Offering his condolences,
Modi said Nariman had
devoted his life to making
justice accessible to common
citizens. In a post on X,

Modi said, “He devoted his
life to making justice
accessible to common
citizens. I am pained by his
passing away. My thoughts
are with his family and
admirers. May his soul rest
in peace.” 
Home Minister Amit Shah
said Nariman had served as
the guiding light for the
country’s judicial system. “A
trailblazing luminary,
Nariman Ji’s profound
knowledge of the law and
keen intellect served as the
guiding light for our judicial
system. With his passing, a
powerful voice of law fell
silent today,” Shah wrote on
X.
Congress leader Rahul said
Nariman’s contributions
have not only shaped
landmark cases but also
inspired generations of
jurists to uphold the sanctity
of the Constitution and civil
liberties. The veteran
lawyer’s demise leaves a
profound void in the legal
community, he added.

From Page 1
“This is just a rumour. Two
policemen and one protester
received injuries on the Data
Singh-Khanauri border and
are under treatment,” the
Haryana Police posted on X.
Farmer leader Baldev Singh
Sirsa identified the victim as
Shubh Karan Singh (21), who
died at Khanauri on the
Sangrur-Jind border. Singh
was a resident of Baloke
village in Punjab’s Bathinda
district, he said. Patiala-based
Rajindra Hospital’s medical
superintendent HS Rekhi also
confirmed to reporters that
three people, one of them
deceased, were brought to the
hospital from the Khanauri
border point. “He (Singh) had

an injury to his head,” Rekhi
said, adding that the condition
of the other two is stable.
The Haryana Police has
claimed that 12 police
personnel have been injured
in the attack by farmers at the
Data Singh-Khanauri border.
Farmers in Khanauri, one of
the two protest sites on the
Punjab-Haryana border,
claimed that Haryana Police
personnel fired rubber bullets,
as well as tear gas shells, to
disperse protesters. Tear gas
shells were fired to disperse
farmers from Punjab at
Shambhu and Khanauri
border points as they
attempted to move towards
barricades hindering their
protest march to Delhi.

Amid renewed outrage by
protesting farmers over a
massive tussle between
farmers and Haryana Police at
Shambhu and Khanauri
borders, Union Minister
Arjun Munda, who was part
of previous rounds of talks
with the farmers, once again
offered to hold negotiations
with them to diffuse the
simmering tension across the
three states. 
As protesting farmers moved
forward, Haryana police on
Wednesday fired tear gas
shells at them on the Punjab-
Haryana Shambhu and
Khanauri borders as they tried
to advance towards barricades
stalling their protest march to
Delhi.

The farmers, who have been
protesting over their
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) demand against the
government, are equipped
with gas masks, bulldozers,
and other heavy machinery to
confront the police.
Meanwhile, daily commuters
between Delhi-Noida, Delhi-
Gurugram, and Delhi-
Ballabhgarh witnessed
massive traffic jams due to
blockades, barriers, and heavy
security arrangements set up
at border points by Delhi
police, along with their
counterparts in Noida and
Gurugram, to prevent farmers
from entering the national
capital.
According to reports prepared

by Central security agencies,
nearly 14,000 people have
been allowed to gather at the
Shambhu barrier on Rajpura-
Ambala Road, with nearly
1,200 tractor-trolleys, 300
cars, 10 mini-buses, and other
small vehicles. 
Similarly, Punjab has
permitted a gathering of
around 4,500 people with
close to 500 tractor-trolleys at
the Dhabi-Gujran barrier.
“After the fourth round, the
government is ready to
discuss all the issues like MSP
demand, crop diversification,
stubble burning issue, and FIR
registration during the 2020-
21 protest in the fifth round. I
again invite the farmer leaders
for discussion. We must

maintain peace,” Munda
wrote on X in Hindi.
However, there is no
consensus among the farmer
leaders on holding a meeting
with Union Agriculture
Minister Arjun Munda. While
some are in favor of it, others
argue that nothing substantial
has come out of the previous
meetings, so why hold
another one?
Scores of farmers resumed
their agitation two days after
the fourth round of talks with
the government over their
demands, including a legal
guarantee for minimum
support price (MSP) for crops
and farm debt waiver, failed.
Heavy earthmoving
equipment, including

excavators, and modified
tractors were seen at the
protest sites, with police
cautioning that these might be
used to break barricades and
cause harm to security
personnel. 
Police fired tear gas shells to
disperse some farmers who
started moving towards the
multiple layers of barricades at
the Shambhu border point
near Ambala in Haryana. By
mid-afternoon, there had
been at least three rounds of
tear gas shelling. A drone was
also deployed by security
personnel at Shambhu to drop
tear gas shells.
In Khanauri too, police fired
tear gas shells to disperse
farmers as they moved

towards the barricades.
Following the tear gas
shelling, a chaotic situation
was witnessed at the protest
sites with the farmers running
for cover as the smoke
enveloped the area. Many
protesting farmers were seen
wearing masks and glasses to
protect themselves from the
gas. 
Drones are also being used by
police to keep an eye on the
activities of the farmers on the
other side of the barricades.
The farmer leaders have asked
the protesters to maintain
calm and peace. Volunteers
deputed by the farmer leaders
at the protest sites have been
asking young farmers not to
move ahead.
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Bhishma Pitamah of Indian
judiciary passes away 
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Ared carpet welcome awaits
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on his two-day visit to
his parliamentary constituen-
cy Varanasi on Thursday.
The district administration
and Bharatiya Janata Party
have geared up their prepara-
tions to make the prime min-
ister’s visit a grand success. The
BJP is more enthusiastic as
Modi is visiting Kashi for the
first time after the consecration
of Ram Lalla in the newly-built
Ram Janmabhoomi temple in
Ayodhya, when the Lok Sabha
elections are round the corner.
The party has made six grand
welcome points between Lal
Bahadur Shastri International
Airport, Babatpur and Officers
Guest House in Banaras
Locomotive Works (BLW)
where the prime minister will
stay. At each of these gates, a
senior BJP leader will remain
present along with supporters
to welcome Modi on his
arrival.
Elaborate security arrange-

ments have been made at all
the venues and routes. Several
traffic restrictions have been
imposed on all the routes from
where the prime minister’s
motorcade will pass through.
The prime minister will par-
ticipate in a programme to be
organised at Swatantrata
Bhawan in Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) on the sec-
ond day of his visit on
February 23. After that the
prime minister will go to Sant
Ravidas temple located at Seer
Govardhan where he will have
darshan of Sant Ravidas, the
Dalit poet of medieval period,
and taste langar. Later the
prime minister will unveil the
statue of Sant Ravidas and
address a public meeting.
After this, the prime minister
will go to Banas (Amul) dairy
plant located in Karkhiyaon
where, before addressing a
huge public meeting, he will
give gift of 36 projects worth
Rs 14,316 crore to Purvanchal
(eastern UP) including his
own parliamentary con-
stituency Varanasi.
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Commuters taking the bor-
der routes of Delhi-Noida,

Anand Vihar, Ghaziabad,
Gurugram, Ballabhgarh wit-
nessed massive traffic jams on
Wednesday due to massive
security arrangements and bar-
ricades, rod blockades put up
at different entry points by the
Delhi police to stop the farm-
ers from entering the national
capital after protesting farmers
announced to continue their
'Delhi Chalo' agitation.  Huge
traffic and congestion were
reported at the three Inter
State Bus Terminals- Kashmeri
Gate ISBT, Anand Vihar and
Sarai Kale Khan.
The move led to traffic chaos
at places like Rajokri border,
Sarhol border, Delhi-
Gurugram Highway (NH-48)
and Delhi-Bahadurgarh
Highway during the peak hours
in morning and evening.
Several videos were shared
online of hundreds of vehicles
stuck in traffic jam at Delhi-

Gurugram and Delhi-
Bahadurgarh roads due to the
restriction of movement.
Multi-layered barricades have
been put up at several locations.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Police
has beefed up security in the
national capital on Wednesday
and directed its personnel to
ensure strict vigil at Tikri,
Singhu and Ghazipur borders
after the protesting farmers
announced to continue their
'Delhi Chalo' agitation.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Outer) Jimmy Chiram
said there was sufficient
deployment of the force besides
paramilitary personnel at the
Delhi-Haryana borders.  "Our
motive is not to disturb traffic.
Our main motive is to ensure
safety, security and law and
order. Deployed teams are
checking all the vehicles to
ensure that farmers do not
enter the national capital," said
the DCP.
The Delhi Police became alert
again in view of the farmers'
protest in Manesar on Tuesday

and their proposed march to
Delhi.   Police checked the ID
cards of the drivers and then
only allowed them to go fur-
ther. That, and closing of the
service lanes near Rajokri,
caused a glut of vehicles on the
expressway.  The barricades
were later removed by the

Gurugram and Delhi Police
and the normal run of the traf-
fic restored. .  "The entire team
of traffic police managed the
traffic within time. After some
time the traffic was smooth
there," Traffic Inspector Satish
Kumar said.  The Gurugram
Traffic Police had earlier alert-

ed travellers about the impend-
ing jam in a post on X.
The two border points of Delhi
and Haryana - Tikri and
Singhu - are sealed with the
heavy deployment of police
personnel and paramilitary
forces and multi-layered bar-
ricades of concrete and iron

nails. Two lanes of the
Ghazipur border have also
been shut with multi-layer bar-
ricades and deployment of
police personnel.
Two lanes of the Ghazipur
border have also been shut,
expected to cause heavy traffic
in the area. The border can also
be shut down if need be, Delhi
Police said.
Another officer said the Delhi
Police was prepared to stop the
farmers at the Delhi borders.
Security personnel have been
directed to not allow even a sin-
gle protester or vehicle to enter
Delhi, he said, adding that
mock security drills were con-
ducted. The Delhi Police said
earlier that there is a heavy
deployment of security per-
sonnel and multi-layered bar-
ricading, iron nails and con-
crete barriers in place at these
borders.
Meanwhile, the Delhi Police
has issued an advisory that it
will be implementing for five
days a plan on a trial basis to
avoid frequent traffic jams at

the Bagga roundabout.  The
trial will be started from
Thursday, it said.

According to the advisory
issued on Wednesday, the Faiz
Road will be open for one-way
traffic from the Bagga round-
about towards Rani Jhansi
Road.  During the trial period,
the vehicles going towards Rani
Jhansi Road via the roundabout
will take the Faiz Road. Traffic
will be prohibited in the oppo-
site carriage way, it said.
The traffic coming on the Faiz
Road from the Bagga round-
about will be allowed to take
only left turn at the Kalka Das
chowk towards Desh Bandhu
Gupta Road. At this point, the
right turn towards Desh
Bandhu Gupta Road will be
prohibited. The traffic going
straight towards Rani Jhansi
Road via 'Kalka Das Chowk'
will be allowed, it stated.  The
traffic coming on Desh Bandhu
Gupta Road from Karol Bagh
side will be allowed only to
move straight up to the Rani
Jhansi Road. This traffic will

not be allowed to take the
right turn towards the Faiz
Road, it said.

The traffic coming from
Paharganj railway station side
will be allowed to move straight
and will not be allowed to take
left turn towards the Faiz Road,
the advisory said.
The traffic coming on the New
Rohtak Road from the 'Liberty
Cinema' side will be allowed
only up to the T-Point Rohtak
Road and will also be allowed
to take left turn to reach the
Rani Jhansi Flyover. At this
point, the traffic will not be
allowed to take night turn
towards the Faiz Road, it stat-
ed.
The traffic coming from the T-
Point Rohtak Road on the
New Rohtak Road will be
allowed only to move straight
and not to take left or right turn
on the Faiz Road, the adviso-
ry said, adding that the com-
muters are advised to follow the
directions of the traffic police
personnel posted in the area to
avoid inconvenience.
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In a major drug haul, police
have seized around 900 kg of

Mephedrone, commonly called
“Meow Meow", from two loca-
tions in south Delhi, officials
said on Wednesday, putting the
total value of the seizure at
more than Rs 2,000 crore.  The
seizure was made following
raids by officials of Pune and
Delhi police forces on Tuesday
in Kotla Mubarakpur and Hauz
Khas. This drug seizure by the
Pune police is the largest ever
in Maharashtra and one of the
biggest in the country.
The bust in Delhi was based on
information from the Pune
Police, which is probing a case
registered by it under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, they said.
Meow Meow, scientifically
termed as Mephedrone, is a
potent synthetic stimulant
often associated with party
culture due to its euphoric
effects. Its consumption poses

significant health risks and
can lead to addiction and
adverse mental health out-
comes.
Mephedrone is a synthetic
stimulant often associated with
the "rave party culture" for its
euphoric effects, a senior police
officer. Over the last two days
raids were conducted in Pune
and in the national capital, the
officials said and added that a
total of 1,100 kg of
Mephedrone worth Rs 2,500

crore in the international mar-
ket was seized from the two
cities.              
"On Tuesday, a team of the
Pune Police's Crime Branch
requested for a joint raid in
connection with the case reg-
istered under the NDPS Act in
Pune. It had already arrested
three people and seized
Mephedrone," the officer said.
The officer said based on
information from those
arrested, a raid was conduct-

ed at Kotla Mubarakpur in
Delhi. Around 300 kg of
Mephedrone was seized and
two people arrested.
"On further interrogation,
around 600 kg of Mephadrone
was seized recovered from a
rented shop in Masjid Moth in
Hauz Khas. The room and the
shop were recently taken on
rent," the officer said.
According to Pune police com-
missioner Amitesh Kumar 700
kg of mephedrone was discov-
ered in various locations in
Pune district, including the
Kurkumbh MIDC area. This
seizure was made following the
arrest and subsequent interro-
gation of the three individuals
on Sunday. Acting on the infor-
mation provided by the
accused, the Pune police seized
an additional 400kg of
mephedrone from two
godown-like structures in
South Delhi. The police are
actively probing the supply
chain and connections involved
in this drug racket.
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The talks between the AAP
and the Congress over seat

sharing in Delhi for Lok Sabha
polls were "much delayed",
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said on Wednesday, amid
claims by sources in both sides
that the chances of an alliance
have hit a roadblock.

On Tuesday, Kejriwal had
said that talks for seat sharing
in the national capital were in
"final stages" and a tie up
between the two parties would
be announced soon.  There are
seven Lok Sabha seats in Delhi
currently held by the BJP.
Sources in the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) indicated that if
the alliance did not happen
with the Congress, the party
could declare its candidates in
the next few days.
When asked by reporters on

the possibility of alliance with
the Congress in Delhi, Kejriwal
said, "It is much delayed, it
should have happened much
earlier. Let us see what happens

in the next one-two days."
Delhi Congress president

Arvinder Singh Lovely said
that the party is prepared for
elections on all the seven con-
stituencies in Delhi.
"The committee headed by
Mukul Vasnik is continuously
talking to the members of the
INDIA bloc. It would not be
appropriate for me to comment
about that," he told reporters.
Sources said despite several

rounds of talks between the
leaders of two parties, an agree-
ment over number of seats to
be contested by them was yet
to be agreed upon.
Congress sources claimed that
the party wanted to contest four

of the seven Lok Sabha seats
and leave the rest for the AAP.
"This is justified as in the 2019
polls, the Congress candidates
were runner-ups on six of the
seven seats in Delhi while AAP
candidates were on third place
except for South Delhi con-
stituency," said a senior Delhi
Congress leader.

Although AAP leaders
remained tight-lipped on seat
sharing, sources in the party
said, "The Aam Aadmi Party
wants to contest four seats --
North East Delhi, West Delhi,
South Delhi and North West
Delhi."
The AAP earlier said it was

holding talks with the INDIA
bloc partners for a pact in
Gujarat, Haryana, Delhi, and
Goa. The party has already
decided to go solo in Punjab.
AAP national general secretary
(organisation) Sandeep Pathak
recently said that the party has
demanded eight out of 26 Lok
Sabha seats from the Congress
in Gujarat.
He said that the AAP won five

seats by polling a total 13 per
cent votes in the last Assembly
polls in Gujarat and claimed
eight Lok Sabha seats in the
state for the upcoming polls,
while offering remaining 18 to
the Congress.
He had also offered one Lok
Sabha seat in Delhi to the
Congress saying it did not
deserve even that based on its
previous election track record.
The Congress currently does
not have any Lok Sabha MP or
MLA from Delhi.
The AAP has so far unilateral-
ly declared its candidates in two
seats each in Gujarat and
Assam and one in Goa.
Pathak had said that if a deci-
sion was not soon taken on
seat-sharing in Delhi, his party
would declare its candidates.
The BJP won all the seven seats
in Delhi back to back in 2014
and 2019 elections.
Interestingly, the BJP candi-
dates in 2019 polled more
votes than the combined tally
of Congress and AAP candi-
dates.
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Delhi  Chief Minister and
AAP convener Arvind

Kejriwal slammed the BJP
over the Supreme Court over-
turning the outcome of the
Chandigarh mayoral poll.
Speaking in the Delhi
Assembly on Wednesday,
Kejriwal quoted a verse from
the Bhagavad Gita “Yada Yada
Hi Dharmasya Glanirbhavati
B h a r a t ,
Abhyutthanamdharmasya
tadatmanam srijamyham, say-
ing,“The meaning of this verse
is that Lord Shri Krishna is not
just saying it to Arjun, he is
trying to tell the entire creation
through Arjun that whenever
righteousness will be crushed
on earth and whenever
unrighteousness will become
too much, then I will be born,
I will incarnate.”
“The God decided to intervene
and put an end to the prevail-
ing "adharm (unrighteous-
ness)" of the BJP He also
thanked the Supreme Court
and the chief justice of India for
the court's verdict on the
Chandigarh mayoral poll, say-
ing it saved the country's
democracy,” he said.

"It seemed as though god were
speaking through the CJI,"
Kejriwal said, hailing the
Supreme Court that declared
defeated AAP-Congress
alliance candidate Kuldeep
Kumar as the new mayor of the
Union Territory by setting
aside the January 30 poll result.
Slamming the BJP, Kejriwal
alleged that the saffron party
would do anything to win elec-
tions and accused it of

indulging in poaching MLAs
and toppling governments
openly. He said all the devotees
of Lord Ram, Krishna, Shiv-
Parvati are with the country
and finally, the "adharm" of the
BJP will come to an end and
"dharm (righteousness)" will
prevail.
Kejriwal also hit out at the BJP
over the ongoing farmers'
protest and said it is not allow-
ing the agitating farmers to

reach Delhi. "Why don't they
allow the farmers to come to
Delhi? They do not pay the
price for their crops and also do
not listen to them," he said.
Kejriwal said today, there has
been so much unrighteousness
all around, so much wrongdo-
ing has become prevalent that
MLAs are being bought open-
ly. “Our MLAs were offered Rs
25-25 crores. Governments are
being openly toppled by buy-

ing off MLAs. In Karnataka,
Goa, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, North East and
Uttarakhand, MLAs were
bought openly. MLAs are being
bought with black money
worth crores of rupees; gov-
ernments are being openly
toppled. People are losing faith
in religion, there is so much
unrighteousness everywhere,”
he said. Criticising the Centre
for its highhandedness in not
allowing the farmers to march
to Delhi, Kejriwal said, “Today
our farmers want to come to
Delhi but they are being
stopped. Delhi is the capital of
the country, they (farmers) do
not have any weapons with
them, let them come to Delhi.
We had protested in Ramlila
Maidan, give them Ramlila
Maidan and the poor farmers
will sit there. Everyone has the
right to raise their voice under
Article 19 of the Constitution.
But farmers are not allowed to
come and protest. They are
demanding fair price for their
crops. They are saying that
they should get the full bene-
fit of the crops they produce.
You will not pay the price of
crops, will not even allow
them to protest,” he said.
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Leader of the opposition in
the Delhi Legislat ive

Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri on Wednesday here
criticized the Aam Aadmi
Party(AAP) over its conduct
in the Chandigarh mayoral
election case and said the
party, which claims to uphold
democracy, should take a
moment to look into its own
actions.
He said in the elections for

the standing committee mem-
bers in the Delhi Municipal
Corporation, the AAP adopt-
ed authoritarian and uncon-
stitutional practices, and after
court orders, the election of
three BJP members was
declared valid.
Bidhuri said while according
to the rules, the Chandigarh
mayoral case cannot be dis-
cussed in the Delhi Legislative
Assembly, it was brought up in
the Assembly by breaking the
rules, although this matter
does not fall within the juris-

diction of the Assembly.
Therefore, Bidhuri left the
Assembly when this matter
was raised.
Bidhudi recalled that last year,
on February 24, when elec-
tions were underway for the
standing committee of the
Delhi Municipal Corporation,
AAP's mayor Shaili Oberoi
not only declared valid votes
invalid but also announced to
conduct the standing com-
mittee elections again.
Surprisingly, for conducting

these elections, the Election
Commission had sent its rep-
resentatives, but the AAP was
not even ready to heed the
officials of the Election
Commission. When the BJP
took this matter to the Delhi
High Court, in May, the High
Court not only declared the
invalid votes as valid but also
invalidated the decision to
conduct the elections again by
the Mayor. Bidhuri said the
AAP is currently making
noise, but in reality, it does not
believe in democracy. While

we respect the Supreme
Court 's  decision in the
Chandigarh mayoral election
case, the other aspect of the
picture is that the AAP does
not have a majority in the
Chandigarh Municipal
Corporation.
In the council of 35 members,
the AAP has only 10 mem-
bers, while the BJP has 18
members.  He said the murder
of democracy by the AAP is
not an isolated incident. By
suppressing the voice of the
opposition in the Delhi
Legislative Assembly, it con-
tinuously mocks democracy.

Taking a dig at Kejriwal’s
statement in Delhi Assembly,
Delhi BJP President Virendra
Sachdeva stated that Kejriwal,
like many other opposition
leaders across the country, has
lost his political balance & is
frustrated due to the visible
wave in favor of the BJP
thanks to the rising global
image of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the con-
struction of the Ram Temple.
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In a five-page letter to Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal, Lt Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena has flagged
"inordinate delay" in the con-
stitution of some important
statutory bodies and related
appointments, Raj Niwas offi-
cials said on Wednesday.
The LG, in his letter dated

February 19, also remarked
that the facts bring forth a "set
pattern" being followed across
departments where ministers
"hold back files for months at
length for no reason" without
taking any decision.
"You would agree that such

omissions and commissions
on the part of the government

and its ministers, apart from
adversely impacting the lives of
millions in Delhi, also reflect
poorly on the state of gover-
nance in the city and needs to
be rectified," Saxena said.
The LG "advised" the chief

minister to issue a directive to
his ministers to ensure that all
matters submitted to them are
disposed of expeditiously in
larger public interest effecting
accountability in governance.
In a strong worded reprimand,
the LG also noted that "it
would not be an overstate-
ment if one were to assume that
Delhi government is possibly
the only government in the
country where files are held
and delayed inordinately and
unjustifiably for months and

years together."
The LG urged the chief min-

ister to take "personal interest"
in the matter to avoid any
recurrence of the same.
The letter cited pending con-

stitution of a state-level moni-
toring committee under Plastic
Waste (Management &
Handling) Rule, 2011; declara-
tion of district magistrates as
responsible sanitation author-
ity (RSA) under Prohibition of
Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013; con-
stitution of governing council
of Rajiv Gandhi Super special-
ty Hospital and constitution of
a search-selection committee
for the appointment of chair-
person to the board of gover-

nors of Indraprastha Institute
of Information Technology
Delhi, IIITD.  It is "distressing"
to note the "unmindful neglect
and inordinate delay" in all the

four cases, said the LG.
He sought to draw the atten-

tion of the government towards
"what seems to have become a
habit on the part of the gov-

ernment by way of inordinate-
ly and inexplicably delaying
appointment/constitution of
statutory bodies that are man-
dated with welfare of the peo-
ple of Delhi".
The proposal for state level

committee on plastic waste
was moved by the Urban
Development department
through the chief secretary in
May 2023. It was with the
urban development minister
for nearly eight months and
was forwarded in a routine and
perfunctory manner to the
LG, through the chief minister,
without any value addition on
January 16, 2024, Saxena men-
tioned.  The file of declaring
district magistrates as RSA was
submitted by UD department

to the then deputy chief min-
ister in June 2022. In
September 2023, the depart-
ment requested current urban
development minister to expe-
dite the matter who, after four
months, finally cleared the file.
It reached for LG's approval,

through the chief minister, on
January 19, 2024, after a gap of
19 months since it was initiat-
ed, he said.
The file for constitution of the
governing council of the Rajiv
Gandhi Super specialty
Hospital was submitted to the
then health minister in
December 2022, which was
sent for the LG's approval 14
months later, in January 2024,
he cited another instance.  The
appointment of chairperson

of IIITD was pending for five
years. The IIITD after being
"stonewalled" for years moved
a separate proposal for the
purpose to the LG secretariat
on January 30, he stated.
Further, the LG flagged delays
in constitution of the state
food commission and appoint-
ment of district grievance
redressal officers and reconsti-
tution of the Delhi Animal
Welfare Board and its executive
committee.

In both the cases, the files
finally came to the LG under
"pressure" from courts and the
Union government. All the
while, the Delhi government
kept "misleading" the courts
that the files were pending
approval of the LG, he said.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on February 26

lay the foundation stone of 550
Amrit Bharat stations to
improve facilities at railway
stations by developing rooftop
plazas and city centres at a cost
of �40,000 crore.
The prime minister will also lay
the foundation stone of nearly
1,500 road overbridges and
underbridges across different
states during a function that
will be conducted virtually at
over 2,000 railway stations.
The prime minister will join
the function via videoconfer-
encing. Prizes will also be
given to about 50,000 school
students who had participated
in speech, essay and poetry
writing competitions on the
“2047 — Viksit Bharat ki
Railway” theme, organised by
the Indian Railways across
4,000 schools.
Nearly four lakh students par-

ticipated in different competi-
tions and about 50,000 prizes
will be awarded by divisional
railway managers and senior
railway officers during the
function. The Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme was launched
for the development of stations
on Indian Railways.
It involves the preparation of
master plans and their imple-
mentation in phases to improve
amenities at the stations
through improvement of sta-
tion access, circulating areas,
waiting halls, toilets, lift/esca-
lators as necessary, cleanliness,

free WiFi, kiosks for local
products through schemes
such as ‘One Station, One
Product’, better passenger infor-
mation systems.
The scheme also involves
building executive lounges,
nominated spaces for business
meetings and landscaping,
keeping in view the necessity at
each station. It envisages
improvement of buildings, inte-
grating the stations with both
sides of cities, multimodal inte-
gration, amenities for persons
with disabilities, provision for
ballastless tracks, ‘roof plazas’

as per necessity, phasing and
feasibility and creation of city
centres at the station in the long
term. 
The scheme envisages a grad-
ual shift to sustainable and
environment-friendly solu-
tions, as per availability of
funds and condition of existing
assets. To ensure smooth
access, it also proposes widen-
ing of roads, removal of
unwanted structures, properly
designed signages, dedicated
pedestrian pathways, well-
planned parking areas and
improved lighting.
The scheme envisages high-
level platforms (760-840 mil-
limetres) at all categories of sta-
tions. According to the scheme,
the length of the platforms shall
generally be 600 metres.
So far, 1,318 stations have been
selected under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme based
on proposals received from
zonal railways and stations
located in major cities and
towns.
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For the first time, the North-
East region is being recog-

nised as the growth engine of
India, Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said on
Wednesday, adding that the sig-
nificant strides made in health-
care accessibility and availabil-
ity across the entire region has
been possible under the guid-
ance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
The Prime Minister aims to
establish a healthy and devel-
oped India where quality,
affordable, and accessible
healthcare services are equi-
tably distributed to every citi-
zen. 
Healthcare today has become
accessible and available for this
entire region, he said after vir-
tually inaugurating a ‘Regional
Consultative Workshop on
Research Priority for Providing
Accessible and Affordable
Healthcare for the
Northeastern States of India’.
Union Minister of State for

Health Bharati Pravin Pawar
and Minister of Health in
Meghalaya government Dr
Mazel Ampareen Lyngdoh
were also present at the work-
shop jointly organised by the
Department of Health
Research, Union health min-
istry, Indian Institute of Public
Health, Shillong, and Indian
Council of Medical Research -
Regional Medical Research

Centre, Dibrugarh.
Addressing the gathering,

Mandaviya said,  the effort of
the government is to ensure
that everyone gets access to
health facilities in an equal
manner without any distinction
between rich and poor.
“To achieve this objective, the
government has worked with
policies and various schemes
due to which India has creat-

ed a health model that gives
meaning to the spirit of ‘Sarva
Jan Hitaay, Sarva Jan Sukhaay’,”
he said.
Giving examples of the mea-

sures initiated for the develop-
ment of the Northeast region,
Mandaviya said in the last 10
years, efforts have been made
to bring it into the mainstream
of the country by connecting it
with all types of connectivity
like health, roadways, railways,
I-ways, waterways and rope-
way.
“In the last 10 years, institutions
like RIMS (Regional Institute of
Medical Sciences), RIPANS
(Regional Institute of
Paramedical and Nursing
Sciences), NEIGRIHMS
(Northeastern Indira Gandhi
Regional Institute of Health
and Medical Sciences) and
Assam AIIMS (All India
Institute of Medical Sciences)
have been developed and 23
new medical colleges have been
opened in the region. ICMR
has also developed various
health facilities in the region,”
he further said.
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The Union Government has
sanctioned the creation of

a 24,000-personnel deputation
reserve within the existing
manpower of the five Central
Armed police forces and
Assam Rifles in a bid to ensure
better promotion avenues, fresh
recruitment of personnel and
ensuring quality manpower
for a variety of internal securi-
ty tasks.
The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) issued an order on
Tuesday for creation of a 23,958
‘deputation reserve’ in the
CRPF, BSF, ITBP, CISF, SSB and
Assam Rifles.
These five central armed police
forces (CAPFs) apart from the
Assam Rifles are deployed for
undertaking various internal
security duties like counter-ter-
rorist operations, border guard-
ing and conduct of elections
and maintenance of law and
order across the country.
They are also the primary
manpower feeders of various
specialised deputationist organ-
isations like the Special
Protection Group (SPG), the
National Security Guard
(NSG), the National Disaster

Response Force (NDRF), the
Intelligence Bureau (IB) among
others. These agencies function
under the MHA which is
responsible for India’s internal
security.
Deputation reserves are intend-
ed to serve as substitutes for
regular duty posts in the event
of service officers (holding
these duty posts) being tem-
porarily away from their cadre
on deputation to any other
organisation.
Officers holding the posts
under such reserves perform
regular functions of the posts
against which they are posted
as substitutes and they are
only temporary replacements
for regular cadre officers who
are currently away and as such

the reserve posts do not repre-
sent net additions to the cadre,
according to the Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT) guidelines.
The maximum of the ‘depu-
tation reserve’ posts at 6,733
have been created in the
Border Security Force that
has a strength of about 2.65
lakh personnel followed by the
Central Reserve Police Force
at 5,765 (total strength 3.25
lakh), Indo-Tibetan Border
Police at 4,764 (about 90,000
in strength), Sashastra Seema
Bal 2,669 (about 80,000
staffers), Central Industrial
Security Force at 2,298 (1.80
lakh in strength) and Assam
Rifles at 1,729 (about 65,000
in strength).
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Gujarat and

Uttar Pradesh on Thursday
and Friday during which he
will inaugurate and lay the
foundation stone of multiple
development projects worth
more than �61,000 crore in the
two States.
While Modi will inaugurate, lay
the foundation stone and ini-
tiate work commencement of
multiple development projects
worth more than Rs 48,000
crore in Gujarat, he will also
launch and inaugurate pro-
jects worth over Rs 13,000
crore for transforming Varanasi
and its adjoining areas, accord-
ing to a statement released by
the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) on Wednesday.
On February 22 (Thursday), at
around 10.45 am in
Ahmedabad, Modi will partic-
ipate in the golden jubilee cel-
ebration of the Gujarat
Cooperative Milk Marketing
Federation (GCMMF).
At around 12.45 pm, the prime
minister will reach Mahesana
and perform ‘pooja’ and ‘dar-
shan’ at the Valinath Mahadev
Temple. Around 1 pm, he will
participate in a public function
in Tarabh, Mahesana, where he
will inaugurate and lay the

foundation stone of multiple
development projects worth
more than Rs 8,350 crore.
At around 4.15 pm, the prime
minister will reach Navsari,
where he will inaugurate, lay
the foundation stone and ini-
tiate work commencement of
multiple development projects
worth about Rs 17,500 crore.
At around 6.15 pm, Modi will
visit the Kakrapar Atomic
Power Station and dedicate to
the nation two new Pressurised
Heavy Water Reactors
(PHWRs).
On February 23 (Friday), Modi
will participate in a programme
for prize distribution to the
winners of Sansad Sanskrit
Pratiyogita at Swatantra
Sabhagar, Banaras Hindu
University, Varanasi.
At 11.15 am, the prime minis-

ter will perform ‘pooja’ and
‘darshan’ at Sant Guru Ravidas
Janmasthali. At 11.30 am, the
prime minister will attend a
public function commemorat-
ing the 647th birth anniversary
of Sant Guru Ravidas.
In the afternoon, Prime
Minister Modi will attend a
public function where he will
inaugurate and lay the foun-
dation stone of multiple devel-
opment projects worth more
than Rs 13,000 crore in
Varanasi.
At the two public functions in
Gujarat’s Mahesana and
Navsari, the prime minister will
dedicate to nation and lay the
foundation stone of multiple
development projects that will
encompass important sectors
such as road, rail, energy,
health, Internet connectivity,

urban development, water sup-
ply and tourism, among others,
in districts such as
Gandhinagar, Ahmedabad,
Banaskantha, Anand,
Mahesana, Kachchh, Kheda,
Bharuch, Tapi, Vadodara, Surat,
Navsari, Panchmahal, Valsad,
and Narmada.
At a public function in Tarabh,
Mahesana, the prime minister
will dedicate to the nation
important projects, including
Bharat Net Phase-II - Gujarat
Fibre Grid Network Limited,
which will provide high-speed
Internet to more than 8,000
gram panchayats, multiple pro-
jects for rail line doubling,
gauge conversion, new broad-
gauge line in Mahesana and
Banaskantha districts, and mul-
tiple road projects.
The PMO statement also said
since 2014, Modi has focused
on transforming Varanasi and
its adjoining areas by initiating
a number of development pro-
jects catering to important sec-
tors such as road, rail, aviation,
tourism, education, health,
drinking water, urban devel-
opment and sanitation.
Taking another step in this
direction, the prime minister
will inaugurate and lay the
foundation stone of multiple
development projects worth
more than Rs 13,000 crore in
Varanasi.

To further enhance Varanasi’s
road connectivity, Modi will
inaugurate and lay the foun-
dation stone of multiple road
projects, including four-lan-
ing of the Ghargra-Bridge-
Varanasi section of National
Highway 233 and four-laning
of the Sultanpur-Varanasi sec-
tion of National Highway 56.
To provide impetus to indus-
trial development in the region,
the prime minister will also
inaugurate an HPCL LPG bot-
tling plant in Sewapuri, Banas
Kashi Sankul milk processing
unit at UPSIDA Agro Park
Karkhiyaon, various infra-
structure work at the UPSIDA
Agro Park, Karkhiyaon, and
silk fabric printing common
facility centre for weavers.
Providing impetus to the
famous textile sector of
Varanasi, Modi will lay the
foundation stone of a National
Institute of Fashion Technology
(NIFT) in Varanasi. The new
institute will strengthen the
education and training infra-
structure of the textile sector,
the statement said.
Augmenting the health infra-
structure in Varanasi, the prime
minister will lay the foundation
stone of a new medical college.
He will also lay the foundation
stone of the National Centre of
Ageing at Banaras Hindu
University.

Modi to launch �61,000 crore projects in UP, Gujarat
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Researchers have discovered
more than 275 million pre-

viously unreported genetic
variants, identified from data
shared by nearly 250,000 par-
ticipants of the National
Institutes of Health’s All of Us
Research Program. Nearly 4
million of the newly identified
variants are in areas that may
be tied to disease risk.
Half of the genomic data are
from participants of non-
European genetic ancestry. The
unexplored cache of variants
provides researchers new
pathways to better understand
the genetic influences on health
and disease, especially in com-
munities who have been left
out of research in the past. The
findings are detailed in (link is
external)Nature(link is exter-
nal), along with three other
articles in Nature journals.
Nearly 4 million of the newly
identified variants are in areas
that may be tied to disease risk.
The genomic data detailed in
the study are available to reg-
istered researchers in the
Researcher Workbench(link is
external), the program’s plat-
form for data analysis.
“As a physician, I’ve seen the
impact the lack of diversity in
genomic research has had in
deepening health disparities
and limiting care for patients,”
said Josh Denny,chief executive
officer of the All of Us Research
Program and an author of the
study.

“The All of Us dataset has
already led researchers to find-
ings that expand what we know
about health – many that may
not have been possible without
our participants’ contributions
of DNA and other health infor-
mation. Their participation is

setting a course for a future
where scientific discovery is
more inclusive, with broader
benefits for all.”
To date, more than 90% of par-
ticipants in large genomics
studies have been of European
genetic ancestry. NIH Institute
and Center directors noted in
an accompanying commen-
tary article in Nature Medicine
that this has led to a narrow
understanding of the biology of
diseases, and impeded the
development of new treatments
and prevention strategies for all
populations. 
They emphasise that many
researchers are now utilizing
the All of Us dataset to advance
precision medicine for all.
While more research is need-
ed before these findings can be
used to tailor genetic testing
recommendations for specific
populations, researchers believe
the difference in the number of
these variants may be influ-
enced by past studies’ limited
diversity and their disease-
focused approach to participant
enrollment, rather than a dif-
ference in the prevalence of the
variants.
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India and Greece on
Wednesday here reviewed

the entire gamut of their bilat-
eral ties and agreed to firm up
a migration and mobility agree-
ment soon, besides ramping up
their overall cooperation in
the areas of trade, defence pro-
duction and to combat terror-
ism.
These were the main take-
aways from the talks between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his Greek counterpart
Kyriakos Mitsotakis. Expansion
of the overall strategic cooper-
ation figured prominently dur-
ing extensive talks between
the two leaders. Mitsotakis is

on a two-day visit to India. It
is the first visit to India by a
head of state of Greece in 15
years.
India and Greece have com-
mon concerns and priorities in
the fight against terrorism,
Modi said in his media state-
ment. “We discussed in detail
how to further strengthen our
cooperation in combating ter-
rorism,” he added.
The prime minister said the
growing cooperation between
India and Greece in defence
and security reflects the deep
mutual trust between the two
sides.
We discussed early firming up
of the migration and mobility
partnership as well, he said.
New opportunities are opening

up in defence manufacturing in
India, which can be beneficial
to both countries, Modi said.
“We agree that all disputes
and tensions should be resolved
through dialogue and diplo-

macy,” he added.
Modi welcomed Greece’s active
participation and positive role
in the Indo-Pacific. “We delib-
erated extensively on expand-
ing the India-Greece coopera-

tion in the agriculture sector,”
he said.
The strategic partnership
between India and Greece is of
“particular” importance and
further expansion of their over-
all ties with a focus on eco-
nomic engagement is being
explored, Prime Minister
Mitsotakis said on Wednesday.
“For Greece, the strategic part-
nership between our two coun-
tries is of particular importance
and we will have the opportu-
nity to discuss a wide range of
topics including on strategic
partnership, and fostering our
economic engagement,” he told
reporters.
Mitsotakis was accorded a cer-
emonial welcome at the fore-
court of the Rashtrapati Bhavan

ahead of his talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The
Greek prime minister began his
India visit this morning by pay-
ing homage to Mahatma
Gandhi at Rajghat.
In the morning, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
called on the Greek prime
minister.  “Delighted to call on
Prime Minister @kmitsotakis
of Greece today. Valued his
commitment to enhancing
India-Greece ties. Look for-
ward to the strengthening of
our strategic partnership,”
Jaishankar posted on ‘X’. India-
Greece relations were elevated
to a ‘strategic partnership’ dur-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Greece in August
last year.
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The Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra
will take a break from

February 26 to March 1 to
enable Rahul Gandhi to deliv-
er two special lectures at his
alma mater, Cambridge
University, and attend impor-
tant meetings in New Delhi, the
Congress said on Wednesday.
Congress chief spokesman
Jairam Ramesh also said
February 22 and 23 will be rest
days for the yatra after its
Kanpur leg on Wednesday.
The Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra
will resume on the morning of
February 24 from Moradabad
in Uttar Pradesh and thereafter,
cover Sambhal, Aligarh,
Hathras and Agra districts,
before arriving in Rajasthan’s
Dholpur, Ramesh said.
“February 26th to March 1st
will be break days to enable
Rahul Gandhi to fulfil his long-

standing commitment to deliv-
er two special lectures at his
alma mater Cambridge
University (UK) on February
27th and February 28th and
also to enable him to attend
other important meetings in
New Delhi,” Ramesh said in a
social media post.
The Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra
will once again resume from
Dholpur at 2 pm on March 2,
he added. It will then cover

Morena, Gwalior, Shivpuri,
Guna, Shajapur and Ujjain,
among other districts in
Madhya Pradesh, the Congress
leader added.
Ramesh also informed that at
2 pm on March 5, Gandhi will
have “darshan” at the
Mahakaleshwar temple in
Ujjain. The former Congress
chief had last had this darshan
on November 29, 2022, during
the Bharat Jodo Yatra.
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The Congress on
Wednesday alleged that

the Income Tax department
has “withdrawn” a sum of �65
crore from its accounts in dif-
ferent banks “undemocrati-
cally” even when the case per-
taining to their return for pre-
vious years is sub judice.
AICC treasurer Ajay Maken
has claimed that “democracy
will be over if the action of
probe agencies goes
unchecked” and said the
Congress has full faith in the
judiciary.
“The Income Tax department
had written to various banks to
withdraw a sum of Rs 65 crore
from different bank accounts
of the Congress and Indian
Youth Congress in view of the
demand raised by the Income
Tax authorities earlier, despite
the appellate authorities hear-

ing the case,” Maken said.
He said even when the Income
Tax Appellate Tribunal, which
the Congress had moved
against the Income Tax
department’s claim of Rs 210
crore as recovery for “dis-
crepancies” in previous tax
returns has been stayed and a
lien has been marked, the tax
authorities have resorted to
“undemocratic action” by tak-
ing out the amount from their
accounts.
The Congress leader said the
party had written to its bankers
not to withdraw any amount as
the case was sub judice and
hearing in the case before the
I-T Tribunal was still on.
“Alarming Update: Concerns
rise over the actions of Central
Government agencies, poten-
tially threatening the multi-
party system in India. If
unchecked, democracy in
India will be over. Without

intervention of judiciary, our
democratic principles will be
endangered,” Maken said in a
social media post.
In another post in Hindi, he
said, “Since Tuesday evening,
Congress has been a victim of
the anti-democratic attitude of
the government machinery.
“We have full faith in the judi-
cial system of India,” he said,
adding that he would share
more information on the issue
soon.
The Income Tax authorities are
hearing the matter on
Wednesday. The Congress’
main bank accounts were
frozen on Friday over an
Income Tax demand of Rs
210 crore but an I-T appellate
tribunal later allowed it to
operate them pending a fur-
ther hearing next week, a huge
relief for the party which said
the move had impacted all
political activity.
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India and China reiterated
their resolve to maintain

peace and tranquility on the
ground in border areas along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in eastern Ladakh dur-
ing the 21st round of talks
between Corps Commanders
of the two armies. The talks
were held at the Chushul-
Moldo border meeting point
on February 19, Ministry of
External Affairs(MEA)said
here in a statement on
Wednesday. 
The two sides are engaged
with each other at the military
and diplomatic levels to resolve
all outstanding issues including
continuing tension at the some
friction points at the LAC in
eastern Ladakh since May
2020. 
While the two sides reaffirmed
their commitment to maintain
peace at the border, there was
no clear forward movement at
Monday’s talks in resolution of
the more than three-and-half-
year lingering row in a number
of friction points, it was learnt.
The MEA statement said “the
21st round of India-China
Corps Commander Level
Meeting was held at Chushul-
Moldo border meeting point
on 19th February 2024. The
discussions built on the previ-
ous rounds, seeking complete
disengagement in the remain-
ing areas along the LAC in
Eastern Ladakh as an essential
basis for restoration of peace
and tranquility in the India-
China border areas. The two
sides shared their perspectives
on this in the talks held in a

friendly and cordial atmos-

phere.
The two sides have agreed to
maintain communication on
the way ahead through the rel-
evant military and diplomatic
mechanisms. They also com-
mitted to maintain peace and
tranquility on the ground in the
border areas in the interim.”

India, China reiterate resolve
to maintain peace along LAC
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The solar manufactur-
ing sector in India
stands at a pivotal

moment, presenting signif-
icant potential for growth
and employment opportuni-
ties. Historically, India has
been a laggard in the man-
ufacturing landscape of the
solar industry, relying heav-
ily on imports and expertise
from foreign markets.
Consequently, this depen-
dency has led to a scarcity of
skilled manpower and a defi-
ciency in indigenous techno-
logical capabilities.
From an HR perspective, the
solar manufacturing sector
offers a unique set of chal-
lenges and opportunities.
The spillover effect of man-
ufacturing is particularly
noteworthy, creating
employment not only with-
in the industry but also gen-
erating a ripple effect across
related sectors. As the glob-
al demand for solar products
rises, the necessity for skilled
workers in manufacturing,
project planning, and execu-
tion becomes increasingly
pronounced.
India's reliance on imports
has impeded the develop-
ment of a robust solar man-
ufacturing ecosystem.

However, there is a positive
shift underway as both
Central and State govern-
ments emphasise manufac-
turing. Initiatives like "Make
in India" and incentives for
the solar industry are expect-
ed to foster a conducive
environment for skill devel-
opment within the nation.
A primary challenge has
been the limited pool of
skilled workers and a lack of
project planning and execu-
tion experience in the solar
manufacturing domain. To
address this, cross-industry
resources must be mobilised
to fill existing gaps. With the
improving demand situa-
tion and concerted efforts by
the Indian government to
boost manufacturing, the
solar sector is poised to
observe significant expan-
sion. Also, once industrial
manufacturing picks up

scale, it will take the R&D
sector along, adding high-
level technological inven-
tions and innovations from
Indian institutions.
As India aligns itself with
global competitors in both
scale and technology, the
solar manufacturing sector is
positioned to be a major
contributor to employment,
economic growth, and sus-
tainability. With the imple-
mentation of the right HR
strategies and government
support, India has the poten-
tial to emerge as a key play-
er in the solar manufactur-
ing landscape in the coming
years.
In conclusion, India's solar
manufacturing sector is
undergoing a transformative
phase, marked by a shift
from dependency on
imports to fostering indige-
nous capabilities. Despite

historical challenges in skill
shortages and limited tech-
nological expertise, concert-
ed efforts from both govern-
ment and industry stake-
holders are driving signifi-
cant progress. Initiatives like
"Make in India" and incen-
tivization schemes are pro-
pelling the growth of a
robust manufacturing
ecosystem. However, chal-
lenges persist, particularly in
addressing the shortage of
skilled workers and enhanc-
ing project planning and
execution capabilities.
Collaboration across indus-
tries and continued govern-
ment support will be crucial
in overcoming these hurdles.
As India aligns itself with
global standards in scale
and technology, the solar
manufacturing sector is
poised to become a corner-
stone of employment, eco-
nomic growth, and sustain-
ability. With the implemen-
tation of effective HR strate-
gies and sustained
Government backing, India
is well-positioned to emerge
as a key player in the global
solar manufacturing land-
scape in the years ahead.

(The writer is an energy
expert; views are personal)
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ances. Timely justice would boost pub-
lic trust, as many endure injustice rather
than face prolonged court processes.
Advocates seek excessive adjournments,
shielding aged clients. Political criminals
contest lower court rulings, exploiting the
lengthy appellate process. Justice delay
becomes a curse for victims, a boon for
offenders, as some die before judgment.
Revamping the system is crucial; no case
should surpass 2-3 years, ensuring time-
ly punishment to curb crime rates.

KV Seetharamaiah | Bengaluru  
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Sir — Mike Proctor, a cricketing icon,
passed away on February 18, 2024, at the
age of 77. Born in Durban in 1946,
Proctor’s legacy in cricket is unparalleled,
marked by his exceptional prowess as an
all-rounder and his enduring influence
on the game. From his early days in Natal
to his storied career with Gloucestershire,
Proctor consistently showcased his for-
midable talent, amassing over 20,000 runs
and taking more than 1,300 wickets in
first-class cricket. Despite the interrup-

tion of his international career due to
South Africa's isolation, he continued to
excel, leaving an indelible mark with his
performance, including a remarkable
feat of six consecutive centuries for
Rhodesia.
Beyond his playing days, Proctor's impact
extended to coaching and administration,
where he further shaped the cricketing
landscape. As the inaugural coach of
South Africa's national team post-isola-
tion, he guided them to the semi-finals
of the 1992 World Cup, highlighting his
strategic acumen and leadership. His sub-
sequent roles as an ICC match referee and
South Africa’s convener of selectors
underscored his commitment to the
sport's governance and development.
Proctor’s legacy as a true legend of the
game is defined not only by his on-field
achievements but also by his integrity,
sportsmanship, and enduring influence
on cricket worldwide.

Amarjeet Kumar | Hazaribagh
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Sir — Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has
said  that “lies" are being spread that the
MSP guarantee is not feasible under the
government's budget. Legal guarantee for
MSP will not make Indian farmers a bur-
den on the budget but ensure that they
become drivers of GDP growth. Gandhi
claimed that ever since Congress resolved
to provide a legal guarantee for Minimum
Support Price (MSP), “Centres's propa-
ganda machinery and media friendly to
him have spread a barrage of lies on MSP”.
According to CRISIL, giving MSP to
farmers in 2022-23 would have resulted
in an additional burden of Rs 21,000 crore
on the government, which is only 0.4 per
cent of the total budget.
In a country where bank loans worth Rs
14 lakh crore have been waived and cor-
porate tax exemption of Rs 1.8 lakh crore
given, why is even a little expenditure on
farmers irking the government? With the
legal guarantee for MSP, investment in
agriculture will increase, demand will
increase in rural India and farmers will
also get confidence in growing different
types of crops, which is a guarantee of the
country's prosperity. Those who are
spreading confusion on MSP are insult-
ing Dr Swaminathan and his dreams.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — Expressing concern over the grow-
ing number of cases while addressing the
inauguration ceremony of an arbitration
centre inaugurated by him, Chief Justice
of India DY Chandrachud wants to pay
attention at trial courts to reduce the bur-
den of a growing number of cases. The
Chief Justice opines that the solution to
problems lies in trial courts. He also says
that the problems that can be solved in
trial courts are coming to the Supreme
Court. Naturally, the apex court is wor-
ried about the increasing number of cases
knocking at its door. 
He advocates for constructive friction
between the judiciary and executive,
believing it maintains checks and bal-
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respected and given unques-
tioned loyalty by the rank and
file, because of their compe-
tence and integrity and for
having the interest and well-
being of their troops in mind
at all times.
Moreover, loyalty, courage and
sacrifice are greatly valued, and
long-standing customs and
traditions are treated as sacro-
sanct, which greatly strength-
ens the foundations of the
institution itself. Its members
are fully aware of the onerous
responsibility on their shoul-
ders to maintain the reputation
of the institution itself, which
calls for utmost dedication,
discipline and self-sacrifice.
All of this adds to esprit-de-
corps, comradery and morale,
instilling in each of its mem-
bers a strong sense of what is
right and wrong. It is an envi-
ronment that needs proper
nurturing to flourish if it is not
to be found wanting even in
the most difficult of circum-
stances. This is not to suggest
that there are no deviations
from the norm. Far from it, but
these are relatively few and far
between. Moreover, such egre-
gious behaviour is not con-
doned and corrective steps
are initiated at the earliest
possible time to prevent reoc-
currence. More importantly,
those involved, invariably face
social opprobrium within the
community, both from serving

and veteran colleagues.
Unfortunately, there has been
a gradual deterioration in eth-
ical standards, as increasing
corruption and a blatant dis-
regard for societal norms that
have infected our society as a
whole, especially the political
establishment, have impacted
the military as well. In the ear-
lier days, most aberrations at
the highest levels were more
like sins of omission than of
commission. This changed
from the time the late General
Bipin Rawat was appointed
Army Chief. Since then, ques-
tionable initiatives have been
undertaken, that appeared
more geared towards pleasing
the political leadership and ful-
filling their ideological aims
than enhancing our capabili-
ties or protecting institution-
al integrity. The best example
of this was when General
Rawat acquiesced to the stop-
ping of funding for the
Mountain Strike Corps mid-
way through its implementa-
tion, because the present dis-
pensation did not perceive its
need as a priority. Indubitably,
the contemporary adverse sit-
uation in Eastern Ladakh
would never have occurred, if
this short-sighted step had
not been taken. Truly a case of
being pennywise but pound
foolish!
Similarly, seniority and laid
down service rules were arbi-

trarily ignored while appoint-
ing the Chief of Defence Staff,
following General Rawat’s
tragic demise. With the sanc-
tity of such appointments
compromised, we not only
see greater interference by
politicians in purely military
matters but also a blatant dis-
regard of all prevailing norms
by senior officers in vain
attempts to push personal
agendas. The invitation to the
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
as the Chief Guest for a
Regimental Reunion, with
which he has no affiliation, and
the ridiculous initiative under-
way to change uniforms and
badges of rank of one service
as they reek of colonial influ-
ence are examples of such
perverseness. While such
behaviour has come to be
increasingly normalised, its
adverse impact on the rank
and file cannot be wished
away. Sooner rather than later,
we will all pay a very high price
for our obvious unwillingness
to condemn such reprehensi-
ble behaviour that is destroy-
ing the very foundations of one
of our most cherished institu-
tions.
(The author, a military veter-

an, is a visiting fellow with
the Observer Research

Foundation and a senior vis-
iting fellow with The

Peninsula Foundation,
Chennai, views are personal)
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In 1927, the French intellec-
tual and philosopher, Julien
Benda, published his classic
‘La Trahison des Clercs’, or
“The Treason of the Clerks”.

He used the term ‘treason’ to
imply betrayal, and “clerks” to
refer to writers or members of the
intelligentsia; journalists, acade-
mics, commentators and other
professionals. His book was an
attack on how the intelligentsia of
the period had betrayed the lega-
cy of the ‘Age of Enlightment’; the
fruits of the Revolution, by
descending into extreme nation-
alism and racism, a phenomenon
that seems to have raised its ugly
head again, the world over. We
have not been immune either,
given the existing state of affairs
within our society, though reli-
gion and caste may have replaced
race to some extent.
In our case, it is not about any
particular political party or group
suborning our democratic insti-
tutions, in its efforts to push
through its ideology, or about the
unconscionable actions of some
within institutions of supinely
kowtowing before the powers
that be for self-aggrandisement.
That kind of behaviour is not
unknown from the past, though
probably was not as overt or
extensive as prevalent today. The
problem with all of this is, as Ayn
Rand so perceptively observed,
“each individual has the power to
suspend, evade, corrupt or sub-
vert his perception of reality, but
not the power to escape the exis-
tential and psychological disasters
that follow.” In essence, we may
avoid facing reality, but its adverse
consequences will always catch up
with us.
Take the military for instance. As
an institution given its exacting
selection process, emphasis on
discipline and accountability it is
relatively devoid of many ills
that plague our society in gener-
al. It has always been seen as a
reputable and trustworthy insti-
tution within the country, and
even internationally, a fairly
unique phenomenon in the devel-
oping world, including in our
neighbourhood. Primarily
because of its apolitical nature of
functioning and the profession-
alism it has always displayed,
whatever the task. Moreover, its
senior leadership is also greatly
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Nowadays, national, and
international interests
are entwined with tech-

nologies like artificial intelli-
gence (AI), blockchain, and
nanotechnology. As it pro-
gresses, it creates several
dependencies, power conflicts,
rivalries, risks, and opportuni-
ties, in addition to posing
economic, political, and cultur-
al issues. It has the power to
completely change the electoral
environment, offering both
benefits and difficulties for
Indian democracy.
Challenges for Democracy
Algorithms driven by AI are
used by all social media sites
to improve the user experi-
ence. The use of these algo-
rithms to determine political
strategy is growing in impor-
tance. As a result, voters might
discover themselves in isolat-

ed informational bubbles that
limit their exposure to oppos-
ing ideas and could influence
their voting decisions and
preferences. Deepfakes, or
videos that have been altered
to look authentic, can be used
to spread untrue stories and
defame opponents. Social
media bots can amplify mes-
sages and create fake trends,
which might be used to influ-
ence people who aren't sure
what to vote for. The complex-

ity of AI-driven disinformation
makes it harder and harder to
separate fact from fiction,
which poses a serious risk to
making well-informed deci-
sions during elections.
Because AI technologies are
becoming more sophisticated,
it is becoming more challeng-
ing to identify and link illicit
activities to foreign actors (ter-
rorist organisations or sleeper
cells). This may make it more
difficult to hold them respon-
sible and stop meddling in the
future. AI-powered bots were
deployed by foreign
Governments and the troll
farms they were associated
with to flood social media plat-
forms with a network of ficti-
tious identities and deceptive
information intended to sway
public opinion. These bots
propagated negative stereo-

types and conspiracies against
other candidates, amplified
some communications, and
gave the impression that a par-
ticular candidate was receiving
broad support. A few months
ago, when the Indian Prime
Minister's deepfake video went
viral on social media, we got
a sneak peek of this.
This poses a severe risk to
democracy since it can be
used to influence voters' deci-
sions and actions. For exam-
ple, the political consulting
firm Cambridge Analytica cre-
ated comprehensive psychoso-
matic profiles of voters by
using information that was
accumulated from billions of
Facebook accounts. Using this
data, they were able to target
these individuals with cus-
tomised social media mes-
sages and advertisements,

which might have an impact
on how they voted in the US
presidential elections of 2016
and 2020 as well as the
Philippine midterm elections.
Looking at the Positive Side
On the positive side, social
media and artificial intelli-
gence can support and
enhance democracy.
The capacity of AI to precise-
ly micro-target voters is among
its most important effects.
This entails creating compre-
hensive profiles of each voter
utilising a plethora of data,
including demographics, social
media activity, and internet
conduct. AI-powered applica-
tions provide customised tac-
tics that are more likely to sway
voters than traditional mass
campaigns. Sentiment analysis
techniques, for instance, can
detect emerging issues and

measure public opinion,
enabling campaigns to modi-
fy their messaging and concen-
trate on the issues that matter
most to voters. 
AI-driven chatbots can answer
common questions and
inform voters around the
clock, freeing up human
resources for more important
work. Data-driven models
improve campaign efficacy
and affordability by forecasting
voter turnout and allocating
resources optimally. AI and
social media can be used to
raise awareness, reach a larg-
er audience, and resolve com-
plaints.
The electoral commission can
share pertinent information on
social media. To answer the
complaints, the Election
Commission's website can
deploy an AI-based chatbot.

AI algorithms can separate the
true news from the false one
with the use of fact-checking
tools.
In a nation the size of India, it
is nearly hard to govern and
regulate social media usage.
Therefore, if we are unable to
solve the issue, we ought to
search for a solution.
Considering how AI will prob-
ably affect our elections, we
need to take urgent action on
several fronts.
To prevent assaults on electoral
infrastructure and voter data,
strong cybersecurity measures
are first and foremost required.
Second, to recognise and reject
disinformation and propagan-
da, voters need to hone their
media literacy and critical
thinking abilities.
Third, to prevent foreign med-
dling in elections, we need to

improve information exchange
and international collaboration
among democracies.
Fourth, the Government needs
to sensitise its employees
regarding the handling of data.
They should undertake capac-
ity enhancement programmes
like data science and decision
science.
Lastly, laws and moral stan-
dards governing the applica-
tion of AI to political cam-
paigns ought to be developed
to reduce the possibility of
abuse and guarantee openness.
Besides, All election content
should also be distinctly water-
marked with authenticated
political parties, candidates, or
registered media. 

(The writer is an Associate
Professor at Bennett

University, India;
views are personal)
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Languages and efforts are being
made to preserve the vanishing lan-
guages. The fourth item in the UN-
led Millennium Development Goal
is to provide better and more inclu-
sive education through the mother
language. According to UN esti-
mates, half of the approximately
7000 languages spoken in the world
are not guaranteed to last for anoth-
er generation. Of these 96 percent
of the languages are currently used
by only 4 percent of the world’s pop-
ulation. Linguists have document-
ed that among some societies in
Asia and Africa, there are lan-
guages that are spoken only by
women. The Dakhini language,
which is still popular in Gulbarga in
Karnataka and Solapur in
Maharashtra, is one such language.
According to the 2011 language cen-
sus, the Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution contains 22 languages,
including 121 mother tongues. 52.8
crore individuals, i.e. 43.6% of the
population, speak Hindi. Bengali is
the mother tongue of the next
largest number of people—8%. Out
of the 2.6 lakh English speakers
(who have their mother tongue as
English) more than one lakh are in
Maharashtra. As a second lan-
guage, English is preferred over
Hindi in the North-Eastern parts.
In 2011, of the 17.6 lakh people
whose mother tongue was Manipur,
4.8 lahks declared English as their
second language. While English,
along with Hindi, is one of the two
official languages of the Central
Government, it is not among the 22
languages in the Eighth Schedule; it
is one of the 99 languages that are
not scheduled.
In terms of mother tongue, the
number of English speakers in
India in 2011 was just 2.6 lakh — a
small fraction of the 121 crore peo-
ple estimated in that census. In Fiji,
Hindi is the official language spo-
ken by 44 per cent of the population.
In percentage terms, Fiji has more
Hindi speakers than India.
In India, a land of linguistic diver-
sity, apart from Hindi and English,
22 regional languages also occupy

official status through the Eighth
Schedules of the Constitution.
However, Sanskrit, the heritage
language, can be seen fading in the
society. Less than 15,000 people use
Sanskrit as a spoken language.
While the central and state
Governments have launched sever-
al schemes to promote Sanskrit,
there is only one daily newspaper in
the world in this language which is
Sudharma. Uttarakhand is the only
Indian state to have included
Sanskrit in its official languages.
According to the 1961 census, there
were 1,652 languages in India clas-
sified as 'mother tongue'. However,
according to the 2011 census report,
the number of mother tongues in
India is 234. More than 800 moth-
er tongues have disappeared in the
last fifty years. Nihali is still consid-
ered the mother tongue of more
than 15,000 people in about 15 vil-
lages in Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra, similarly around 1,000
Portuguese-speaking people in a vil-
lage in Maharashtra. Arunachal
Pradesh, where the population is
much smaller, yet has the highest
level of linguistic diversity. The
multilingual tribes and regions are
the identity of Indian culture. In
India, 220 languages have recently
become extinct due to a lack of ade-
quate care. As many as 197 Indian
languages have been listed by
UNESCO among the most likely to
be alienated. According to the 2011
census, 96.71 per cent of the pop-
ulation speaks 21 languages recog-
nised by the Constitution of India.
English, Spanish and French are lan-
guages that have not developed their
own script. These languages bor-
rowed from the Latin script for writ-
ing. Hindi is a language which does
not have its own script. Devanagari
is the script used by Hindi today.
Arabic is a language that is precise-
ly convinced that language is a cul-
ture. Arabic is the spoken lan-
guage of about 422 million people
and the mother tongue of 24 coun-
tries in the world and is a perfect
example of how one of the oldest
languages developed strongly and

has become one of the leading mod-
ern languages.
Amar Sonar Bangla, the national
anthem of independent Bangladesh,
was composed by Rabindranath
Tagore in 1905 in the backdrop of
the first partition of Bengal. Ananda
Samarakoon, a disciple of
Rabindranath of Visva-Bharati,
composed the national anthem
‘Namo Namo Matha’ of Sri Lanka
in Sinhalese. Ten decades before the
Sri Lankan civil war that ended in
2009, Tamil, along with Sinhalese,
was recognised as the official lan-
guage of Sri Lanka.
The Universal Declaration of
Linguistic Rights was held in
Barcelona in 1996, but hundreds of
languages are still fading away from
time to time. It is doubtful whether
writing will have any significance
fifty years from now. The technol-
ogy to turn sound into text is
already in vogue.
Of the 6,000 languages in use in the
world, at least 4,000 are likely to be
extinct. According to language
researchers, 90 per cent of the lan-
guages currently in use will disap-
pear from the earth's surface by
2050. Less than 10,000 people use
one-third of the world's existing lan-
guages. According to the Central
Government, more than 200 Indian
languages have disappeared since
1961. Most of these are languages
used by tribals, including Adivasi
communities. After the 1961 cen-
sus, the Government decided to do
away with the national status of lan-
guages used by less than 10,000 peo-
ple. We must recognise that the
disappearance of a language is not
merely the loss of words but the ero-
sion of culture and tradition. As put
by Noam Chomsky “A language is
not just words. It's a culture, a tra-
dition, a unification of a communi-
ty, a whole history that creates what
a community is. It's all embodied in
a language.” Allowing languages to
become extinct is a sin being com-
mitted to our ancestors and future
generations.

(The writer is an associate profes-
sor, views are personal)

International Mother Language Day is
celebrated on 21st February, under the
auspices of UNESCO. This interna-
tional observance was first pro-
claimed by the United Nations

Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) in 1999 to pro-
mote linguistic and cultural diversity. It
started being observed annually in 2000.
Each year they come up with a theme. The
theme for the International Mother
Language 2024 is“Multilingual education is
a pillar of intergenerational learning”.
The date holds historical significance as it
commemorates the sacrifices made by
students of East Pakistan (present-day
Bangladesh) during the Language
Movement of 1952, who bravely protested
for the recognition of their mother tongue,
Bengali, as one of the official languages of
Pakistan. 54.1% of the population of the
then East Pakistan spoke Bengali. Apart
from the identity of Islam, there were many
linguistic, cultural, ethnic and geographi-
cal contradictions between West Pakistan
and East Pakistan. Amidst this cultural
clash, the rulers of Islamabad declared Urdu
as the official language, totally neglecting
the Bengali language which the population
held close to their hearts.
Thousands of students gathered in Dhaka,
the capital of East Bengal, and launched an
agitation. West Pakistan was trying to bru-
tally suppress the protests by students at
Dhaka University and Dhaka Medical
College. Student leaders Abdul Salman,
Rafiquddin Ahmed, Abdul Balkhad and
Abdul Jabbar were also martyred in the mil-
itary operation which claimed several
lives. This language movement, which
took place on 21st February 1952, finally
succeeded and Bengali along with Urdu
became the mother tongue of undivided
Pakistan.
Mother language is not just a means of com-
munication; it is the cradle of our cultural
identity, the keeper of our heritage, and the
bridge that connects us to the wisdom of
generations past. However, today, many lan-
guages are disappearing with time. It is esti-
mated that every two weeks a language dis-
appears in the world. About 43 per cent of
spoken languages may disappear in the
future. The day, organised by UNESCO, is
especially meant to emphasise the need to
preserve languages. There are about 6000
languages in the world, both with script and
without script. Chinese or Mandarin is the
most widely spoken language in the world,
with 16 per cent of the world’s population
using it as their mother tongue. English and
Hindi occupy the second and third posi-
tions respectively.
People who speak multiple languages are
called polyglots. Proficiency in as many lan-
guages as possible is considered to be a great
skill in the present globalised society.
Former Prime Minister Narasimha Rao,
who was fluent in 17 languages, is a good
example of a polyglot.
More than 3000 languages are endangered.
After 1950 alone, 230 languages that exist-
ed in the world disappeared from the face
of the earth. Under the leadership of Irina
Bokova, the former Director-General of
UNESCO, several projects had been formu-
lated for the conservation of endangered
languages. One of them is the International
Mother Language Institute established in
Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh.
With the aid of the United Nations, sever-
al schemes have been put together for the
protection of the mother tongue. 2008 was
celebrated as the International Year of
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PPP, PML-N strike power-sharing deal in Pakistan
PTI n ISLAMABAD

The Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz and the

Pakistan Peoples Party have
finally agreed on a power-
sharing deal to form a coalition
government led by former
prime minister Shehbaz Sharif,
a move that could effectively
sideline their arch-rival, Imran
Khan. Both the PML-N and the
PPP won fewer seats in
Parliament than candidates
backed by jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan in an
election mired in controversies,
including vote rigging. Khan,
who could not contest the
February 8 elections due to his
convictions in some cases
including that of corruption
has been barred from holding
any public office for 10 years.

At a joint news conference
here late Tuesday night after
marathon negotiations,

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari announced that
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) president
Shehbaz Sharif, 72, will assume
the role of the prime minister
once again.

Similarly, PPP co-chair-
man Asif Ali Zardari, 68, will
be the joint candidate for the
president’s office.

Last week, the PML-N, in
a surprise move, announced

that the party supremo and
three-time former premier
Nawaz Sharif nominated his
younger brother Shehbaz as a
candidate for the slot of prime
minister. Nawaz, 74, was earli-
er confident of securing a
record fourth term. However,
his party failed to win enough
seats to form a government on
its own.“The PPP and PML-N
have achieved the required
number, and (now) we are in a
position to form the govern-

ment,” Bilawal told reporters
without revealing the number
of lawmakers they have in the
National Assembly after the
February 8 elections.

To form a government, a
party must win 133 out of 265
contested seats in the 266-
member National Assembly
or the lower house of
Parliament. He said former
prime minister Imran Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party-backed independent can-
didates and Sunni Ittehad
Council (SIC) failed to achieve
a simple majority in Parliament
to form a government in the
Centre.  

Bilawal hoped that the
news of the political alliance
with the PML-N to form a
coalition government would
lead to a positive market
response as the cash-strapped
country faced a hung
Parliament after the elections.

PTIn LAHORE/ISLAMABAD

Jailed former Pakistan prime minister
Imran Khan’s party on Wednesday

rejected the attempts by two of its arch-
rivals to form a coalition government,
warning that robbing its public endorse-
ment by the “mandate thieves” will
result in the worst political instability.
Almost two weeks after the February 8
general elections that delivered a frac-
tured mandate, there was finally a
breakthrough late on Tuesday night that
could end the political impasse in the
country. Much to the chagrin of Khan
and his party – independents backed by
his Pakistan-Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) won
majority seats at the National Assembly
- the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) and the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) have agreed on a power-
sharing deal to form a new coalition
government. PML-N’s Shehbaz Sharif
has been nominated as the prime min-

ister candidate while PPP’s Asif Ali
Zardari is for the president’s office. The
PPP said it will not join the federal cab-
inet but the Senate chairman will be that
of the PPP.Reacting sharply to the late-
night political developments, the PTI
said it “completely rejected the attempts
to create a spectacle of PDM-2 in the
country by collecting the people’s reject-
ed mandate thieves.”Earlier on Tuesday,
Khan had slammed the powerful estab-
lishment and his political opponents by
terming the country’s election process
as the ‘Mother of All Rigging’ and
demanded that the people’s mandate
that was “stolen” from his party must
be returned.On Wednesday, the party
posted its official statement on X han-
dle which said, the PTI “completely
rejected the attempts to create a spec-
tacle of PDM-2 in the country by col-
lecting the people’s rejected mandate
thieves.”

Shehbaz to be PM, Zardari President Imran’s party steps up demand for
resignation of ‘Mandate Thieves’ 

AP n DAMASCUS

Israeli strikes hit a neigh-
bourhood of the Syrian cap-

ital on Wednesday morning,
killing two people and causing
material damage, Syria’s state
TV said. There was no confir-
mation of the strikes from
Israel. The Syrian state TV
reported that several missiles
hit the western neighbour-
hood of Kfar Sousseh but did
not elaborate or say who were
the people killed. The pro-
government Sham FM radio
station said the strike hit a
building near an Iranian
school.

The state news agency,
SANA, quoted an unnamed
military official as saying that
the Israeli missiles were fired
from the direction of Syria’s
Israeli-occupied Golan
Heights and hit a building,
killing two civilians and

wounding another.Rami
Abdurrahman, who heads the
Syrian Obser vator y for
Human Rights, a Britain-
based opposition war monitor,
said the two killed were inside
an apartment but did not give
any clues about their identi-
ties. He added that the strike
was similar to last month’s
killing in Beirut of Saleh
Arouri, a top official with the
militant Palestinian Hamas
group. The strike damaged the
fourth floor of a 10-storey
building, shattered window
glass on nearby buildings and
also damaged dozens of cars
parked in the area. An empty
parked bus for the nearby
Al-Bawader Private School
was also damaged and people
were seen rushing to the
school to take their children.
Israel has carried out hun-
dreds of strikes on targets
inside government-controlled

parts of war-torn Syria in
recent years.Israel rarely
acknowledges its actions in
Syria, but it has said that it tar-
gets bases of Iran-allied mili-
tant groups, such as Lebanon’s
Hezbollah, which has sent
thousands of fighters to sup-
port Syrian President Bashar
Assad’s forces.Last month, an
Israeli strike on the Syrian
capital’s western neighbour-
hood of Mazzeh destroyed a
building used by the Iranian
paramilitary Revolutionary
Guard, killing at least five
Iranians. In December, an
Israeli airstrike on a suburb of
Damascus killed Iranian gen-
eral Seyed Razi Mousavi, a
longtime adviser of the
Iranian paramilitar y
Revolutionary Guard in Syria.
Israel  has also targeted
Palestinian and Lebanese
operatives in Syria over the
past years. 

Determined
to stay in
presidential
race: Haley
Washington (PTI): Indian
American Republican presi-
dential candidate Nikki Haley
has refused to quit and vowed
to stay in the party’s race to the
White House even after the
South Carolina primary, where
her rival former president
Donald Trump is leading far
ahead of her.

“I’m not afraid to say the
hard truths out loud. I feel no
need to kiss the ring. And I
have no fear of Trump’s retri-
bution. I’m not looking for
anything from him. My own
political future is of zero con-
cern. So, I hear what the polit-
ical class says. But I hear from
the American people too,”
Haley said in a major political
speech in South Carolina,
where the Republican prima-
ry is scheduled for February
24.

Haley, 52, also contended
that many of the same
Republican politicians “who
now publicly embrace Trump
privately dread him” and were
“too afraid” to speak up,
despite knowing he had been
“a disaster” for the party.

She argued that Americans
deserved a choice and not a
“Soviet-style election,” which
she described as only one can-
didate drawing 99 per cent of
the vote.

“I refuse to quit. South
Carolina will vote on Saturday.
But on Sunday, I’ll still be run-
ning for president. I’m not
going anywhere. I’m cam-
paigning every day, until the
last person votes, because I
believe in a better America and
a brighter future for our kids.
Nothing good in life comes
easy. I’m willing to take the
cuts, the bruises, and the
name-calling. Because the only
way you get to the blessing is
by going through the pain,” she
said. 

“Dropping out would be
the easy route. I’ve never taken
the easy route. I’ve been the
underdog in every race I’ve
ever run. I’ve always been
David taking on Goliath. And
like David, I’m not just fighting
someone bigger than me. I’m
fighting for something bigger
than myself,” she said.

Israeli strike kills 2 in Syria 

Attacks on ships, US drones show Houthis
can still fight despite US-led airstrikes
AP n DUBAI

Despite a month of US-led
airstrikes, Yemen’s Iran-

backed Houthi rebels remain
capable of launching significant
attacks. This week, they seri-
ously damaged a ship in a cru-
cial strait and downed an
American drone worth tens of
millions of dollars. The contin-
ued assaults by the Houthis on
shipping through the crucial
Red Sea corridor — the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait — against the
backdrop of Israel’s war on
Hamas in the Gaza Strip
underscore the challenges in
trying to stop the guerrilla-style
attacks they have used to hold
onto Yemen’s capital and much
of the war-ravaged country’s
north since 2014.

The campaign has boosted
the rebels’ standing in the Arab
world, despite their human
rights abuses in a yearslong
stalemated war with several of
America’s allies in the region.
Analysts warn that the longer
the Houthis’ attacks go on, the
greater the risk that disruptions
to international shipping will
begin to weigh on the global
economy. On Monday, both the

Houthis and Western officials
acknowledged one of the most
serious attacks on shipping
launched by the rebels. The
Houthis targeted the Belize-
flagged bulk carrier Rubymar
with two anti-ship ballistic
missiles, and one struck the
vessel, the US military’s Central
Command said.

The Rubymar, which
reported problems with its
propulsion in November,
apparently became inopera-
ble, forcing her crew to aban-
don the vessel.

Houthi military
spokesman Brig. Gen. Yahya
Saree claimed on Monday night
that the Rubymar sank.
However, satellite images from
Planet Labs PBC analyzed by
The Associated Press showed
the Rubymar still afloat at 2
p.m. local time Tuesday just
north of the Bab el-Mandeb. A
large oil slick trailed the vessel.

The Rubymar attack
marked one of a few direct,
serious hits by the Houthi
rebels on shipping. In late
January, another direct hit set
a Marshall Islands-flagged
tanker ablaze for hours.
Meanwhile, the Houthis early

Tuesday released footage of
what they described as a sur-
face-to-air missile bringing
down a U.S. MQ-9 Reaper
drone off the coast of Hodeida,
a Yemeni port city they hold on
the Red Sea. The footage
included a video of men drag-
ging pieces of debris from the
water onto a beach. Images of
the debris, which included
writing in English and what
seemed to be electrical equip-
ment, appeared to correspond
to known pieces of the Reaper,
usually used in attack missions
and surveillance f lights.
Pentagon spokeswoman
Sabrina Singh told journalists
in a briefing the Houthis shot
down the drone. In November,
the Pentagon acknowledged
the loss of an MQ-9, also shot
down by the rebels over the
Red Sea.Since the Houthis
seized the country’s north and
its capital of Sanaa in 2014, the
U.S. military has lost at least
four drones to shootdowns by
the rebels — in 2017, 2019 and
this year.Meanwhile, the
Houthis claimed an attack on
the Sea Champion, a Greek-
flagged, U.S.-owned bulk car-
rier full of grain bound for

Aden, Yemen, carrying grain
from Argentina. Central
Command said the carrier “has
delivered humanitarian aid to
Yemen 11 times in the past five
years” as the country remains
on the edge of famine amid the
war there.

The rebels separately
claimed an attack on the
Marshall Islands-flagged bulk
carrier Navis Fortuna, a ship
that had been broadcasting its
destination as Italy with an “all
Chinese” crew to avoid being
targeted. Private security firm
Ambrey reported that the ves-
sel sustained minor damage in
a drone attack. The US shot
down 10 bomb-carrying
Houthi drones, as well as a
cruise missile heading toward
the Arleigh Burke-class
destroyer USS Laboon over
the last day, Central Command
said Tuesday. 

The U.S. military also con-
ducted strikes targeting a
Houthi surface-to-air missile
launcher and a drone prior to
its launch. The Houthis
acknowledged the drone
attacks and claimed other
assaults not immediately
acknowledged by the West. 

Iran accuses Israel
of sabotage attack 
AP n DUBAI

An Israeli sabotage attack on
an Iranian natural gas

pipeline caused the multiple
explosions that struck it a week
ago, Iran’s oil minister alleged
on Wednesday, further raising
tensions between the regional
archenemies amid Israel’s war
on Hamas in the Gaza Strip.
The comments by Iran’s Oil
Minister Javad Owji come as
Israel has been blamed for a
series of attacks targeting
Tehran’s nuclear programme.

The “explosion of the gas
pipeline was an Israeli plot,”
Owji said, according to Iran’s
state-run IRNA news agency.
“The enemy intended to dis-
turb gas service in the
provinces and put people’s gas
distribution at risk.”

He added: “The evil action
and plot by the enemy was
properly managed.” Owji pro-
vided no evidence to support
his claims.

Israel has not acknowl-
edged carrying out the attack,
though it rarely claims its espi-
onage missions abroad. 
The office of Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, a long-

time foe of Iran, did not imme-
diately respond to a request for
comment.

The blasts on February 14
hit a natural gas pipeline run-
ning from Iran’s western
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
province up north to cities on
the Caspian Sea. The roughly
1,270-kilometre pipeline begins
in Asaluyeh, a hub for Iran’s off-
shore South Pars gas field.
Owji earlier compared the
attack to a series of mysterious
and unclaimed assaults on gas
pipelines in 2011 — including
around the anniversary of Iran’s
1979 Islamic Revolution.
Tehran marked the 45th
anniversary of the revolution
just days before the pipeline
blasts.Israel has carried out
attacks in Iran that have pre-
dominantly targeted its nuclear
programme. Last week, the
head of the United Nations’
nuclear watchdog warned that
Iran is “not entirely transpar-
ent” regarding its atomic pro-
gramme, particularly after an
official who once led Tehran’s
programme announced the
Islamic Republic has all the
pieces for a weapon “in our
hands.”

A gunman fires into the air as mourners carry the body of Palestinian militant Aref Marwan Aref Ali, 25, draped in the Fatah flag, who was killed by Israeli fire in the Jenin
refugee camp, during his funeral in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday. The Israeli army said three people were killed in an Israeli military operation in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank city. Israeli troops were searching for explosives and roadside bombs during the operation, which took place overnight on Tuesday, the military said.

‘US oopposes UUN
court's ccall ffor
Israeli wwithdrawal’
The Hague (AP): The United
States said Wednesday the
United Nations’ top court should
not issue an advisory opinion
that says Israel should “imme-
diately and unconditionally
withdraw” from territories
sought for a Palestinian state.
Acting State Department legal
adviser Richard Visek said the
15-judge panel at the
International Court of Justice
should not seek to resolve the
decades-long Israeli-Palestinian
conflict “through an advisory
opinion addressed to questions
focusing on the acts of only one
party”.

Visek spoke on the third day
of hearings at the court into a
request by the General Assembly
for a non-binding advisory opin-
ion on the legality of Israel’s poli-
cies in the occupied territories.
He said the court “can address
the questions before it within the
established framework based
on the land for peace principle
and within the parameters of
established principles of occupa-
tion law”.Visek added that the
court’s opinion “will have con-
sequences for the parties to the
conflict and for the ongoing
efforts of all of those working to
achieve a durable peace”.

Thousands of farmers advance to Madrid 
for major tractor protest over EU policies
AP n WARSAW/MADRID

Hundreds of farmers drove
their tractors into central

Madrid on Wednesday as part
of ongoing protests against
European Union and local
farming policies and to
demand measures to alleviate
production cost hikes.

The protest, the biggest
to take place in the Spanish
capital after more than two
weeks of daily protests across
the country, will include a
rally outside the Agriculture
Ministry headquarters. Many
of the tractors flew Spanish
flags and some farmers carried
banners reading, “There is
no life without farming,” and
“Farmers in Extinction”.

“It is impossible to live
from the rural industry, which
is what we want, to live from
our work. That is all we ask
for,” Silvia Ruiz, 46, a livestock

farmer from the north-central
area of Burgos told The
Associated Press.

The Union of Unions
organising group said they

were bringing 500 tractors
and many more farmers on
buses. Many of the tractors
may have to stay outside of the
city because of government

restrictions.  Meanwhile,
Polish authorities voiced grave
concerns Wednesday after slo-
gans praising Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
his war against Ukraine
appeared at Polish farmers’
protests. The Foreign Ministry
said it believed that extreme
groups were trying to take
over the farmers’ protest
movement “perhaps under
the influence of Russian
agents”.

On Tuesday, one tractor at
a protest in the southern
region of Silesia carried a
Soviet flag and a banner that
said: “Putin, put things in
order with Ukraine, Brussels,
and our rulers.”

Interior Minister Marcin
Kierwinski called the banner
“scandalous,” and said that it
was immediately secured by
police, and that prosecutors
were also investigating.

‘Assange should face spying charges’
AP n LONDON

WikiLeaks founder Julian
Assange should face espi-

onage charges in the United
States because he put innocent
lives at risk and went beyond
journalism in his bid to solicit,
steal and indiscriminately pub-
lish classified US government
documents, lawyers for the
American government argued
on Wednesday.

The lawyers spoke before
Britain’s High

Court in
response to
a last-ditch
bid by
Assange’s
defence to

stop his
extradition

from the
U n i t e d

Kingdom to the
US.

Assange’s lawyers are asking the
High Court to grant him a new
appeal — his last legal roll of the
dice in the long-running legal
saga that has kept him in a
British high-security prison for
the past five years.

The 52-year-old Australian
has been indicted on 17 charges
of espionage and one charge of
computer misuse over his web-
site’s publication of a huge trove
of classified US documents
almost 15 years ago. American
prosecutors allege Assange
encouraged and helped US
Army intelligence analyst
Chelsea Manning steal diplo-
matic cables and military files
that WikiLeaks later published,
putting lives at risk.

Lawyer Clair Dobbin told
the High Court on Wednesday
that Assange damaged US secu-
rity and intelligence services
and “created a grave and immi-
nent risk” by releasing the hun-
dreds of thousands of docu-
ments — risks that could harm
and lead to the arbitrary deten-
tion of innocent people, many

of whom lived in war zones or
under repressive
regimes.Dobbin added that in
encouraging Manning and oth-
ers to hack into government
computers and steal from them,
Assange was “going a very con-
siderable way beyond” a jour-
nalist gathering information.
Assange was “not someone
who has just set up an online
box to which people can pro-
vide classified information,”
she said. “The allegations are
that he sought to encourage
theft and hacking that would
benefit WikiLeaks.”Assange’s
supporters maintain he is a
secrecy-busting journalist who
exposed US military wrongdo-
ing in Iraq and Afghanistan.
They have long argued that the
prosecution is politically moti-
vated and he won’t get a fair trial
in the US.

Assange’s lawyers argued
on the first day of the hearing
on Tuesday that American
authorities are seeking to pun-
ish Assange for WikiLeaks’
“exposure of criminality on the

part of the US government on
an unprecedented scale,”
including torture and killings.

Lawyer Edward Fitzgerald
said Assange may “suffer a fla-
grant denial of justice” if he is
sent to the US.Dobbin rejected
claims that the charges are a
“tool of oppression” to punish
Assange for his political opin-
ions. She said the prosecution
is based on law and evidence,
and has remained consistent
despite the changes of govern-
ment in the US during the
course of the legal battle. She
added that it was not necessary
for WikiLeaks to publish sen-
sitive material, including names
of those who could be endan-
gered. Media outlets that went
through the process of redact-
ing the documents before pub-
lishing them are not being
prosecuted, she said. 

Assange’s lawyers say he
could face up to 175 years in
prison if convicted, though
American authorities have said
the sentence is likely to be
much shorter.

CLAIMS OF ‘FRAUD’ IN PAK POLLS 
MUST BE FULLY INVESTIGATED: US
Washington/Islamabad (PTI): The US has said
that allegations of “interference or fraud” in
Pakistan’s recent elections must be fully and
transparently investigated according to the coun-
try’s laws and procedures. US state department
spokesperson Matthew Miller made the remarks
on Tuesday while responding to a question about
rigging allegations made by former Rawalpindi
Commissioner Liaqat Ali Chattha. 

On February 17, the senior Pakistani bureau-
crat alleged that the chief election commissioner and
the chief justice were involved in “poll-rigging” in
the February 8 elections and resigned from his post,
taking the “responsibility for all this wrongdoing”.
Chattha said the candidates who were “losing” the
elections “were made to win”. 

“I am taking the responsibility for all this wrong-
doing and telling you that the chief election com-
missioner and the chief justice are also completely
involved in this,” he was quoted as saying by the
Dawn newspaper.
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Navalny's mother moves court for son's body
AP n MOSCOW

The mother of Russian
opposition leader Alexei

Navalny has filed a lawsuit at a
court in the Arctic city of
Salekhard contesting officials’
refusal to release her son’s
body, Russia’s state news agency
Tass reported on Wednesday. A
closed-door hearing has been
scheduled for March 4, the
report said, quoting court offi-
cials.Lyudmila Navalnaya has
been trying to retrieve her
son’s body since Saturday, fol-
lowing his death in a penal
colony in Russia’s far north a
day earlier. She has been unable
to find out where his body is
being held, Navalny’s team
reported.Navalnaya appealed to
Russian President Vladimir
Putin Tuesday to release her
son’s remains so that she could
bury him with dignity.

“For the fifth day, I have
been unable to see him. They
wouldn’t release his body to me.
And they’re not even telling me

where he is,” a black-clad
Navalnaya, 69, said in the
video, with the barbed wire of
Penal Colony No. 3  in Kharp,
about 1,900 kilometres north-
east of Moscow.

“I’m reaching out to you,
Vladimir Putin. The resolution
of this matter depends solely on
you. Let me finally see my son.
I demand that Alexei’s body is
released immediately, so that I
can bury him like a human
being,” she said in the video,
which was posted to social
media by Navalny’s team.
Russian authorities have said
the cause of Navalny’s death is

still unknown and refused to
release his body for the next
two weeks as the preliminary
inquest continues, members
of Navalny’s team said. They
accused the government of
stalling to try to hide evi-
dence. On Monday, Navalny’s
widow, Yulia, released a video
accusing Putin of killing her
husband and alleged the refusal
to release his body was part of
a cover-up. “They are coward-
ly and meanly hiding his body,
refusing to give it to his moth-
er and lying miserably,” she
said. Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov rejected the
allegations of a cover-up, telling
reporters that “these are
absolutely unfounded, inso-
lent accusations about the head
of the Russian state.” Navalny’s
death has deprived the  Russian
opposition  of its best-known
and inspiring politician less
than a month before an elec-
tion that is all but certain to
give Putin another six years in
power. Many Russians had

seen Navalny as a rare hope for
political change amid Putin’s
unrelenting crackdown on the
opposition. Since Navalny’s
death, about 400 people have
been detained across in Russia
as they tried to pay tribute to
him with flowers and candles,
according to OVD-Info, a
group that monitors political
arrests. Authorities cordoned
off some of the memorials to
victims of Soviet repression
across the country that were
being used as sites to leave
makeshift tributes to Navalny.
Police removed the flowers at
night, but more keep appear-
ing.Several men who were
detained at memorials to
Navalny were also ordered to
report to their local army
recruitment office, where
Russian authorities are active-
ly recruiting volunteer soldiers
and updating records of men
eligible for service, according to
Go by the Forest, an activist
group helping Russians to avoid
military service.

UK sanctions heads of
Russian penal colony
London (PTI): Those in charge of the
Arctic penal colony where Russian
Opposition figure Alexei Navalny was
detained and later died will be banned
from the UK and see their assets
frozen under new sanctions announced
by the British government on
Wednesday.The sanctioned individuals
include Vadim Konstantinovich
Kalinin, who oversaw the brutal prison
camp where Navalny was kept in soli-
tary confinement for up to two weeks
at a time.

According to the UK Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development
Office (FCDO), Navalny’s condition
had deteriorated in his three years in
prison and he suffered from being
denied medical treatment, as well as
having to walk in minus 32 degrees
Celsius weather while being held in the
prison.“It’s clear that the Russian author-
ities saw Navalny as a threat and they

tried repeatedly to silence him,” said UK
Foreign Secretary David Cameron.

“FSB operatives poisoned him with
Novichok in 2020, they imprisoned him
for peaceful political activities, and they
sent him to an Arctic penal colony. No-
one should doubt the oppressive nature
of the Russian system. That’s why we’re
today sanctioning the most senior
prison officials responsible for his cus-
tody in the penal colony where he spent
his final months,” he said.

“Those responsible for Navalny’s
brutal treatment should be under no
illusion – we will hold them account-
able,” he added. The FCDO said the UK
is the first country to impose sanctions
in response to the death of Navalny, a
political prisoner who dedicated his life
to exposing the corruption of the
Russian system, calling for free and
open politics, and holding the Kremlin
to account. 

AP n BRUSSELS

European Union countries on
Wednesday agreed on a new pack-

age of sanctions against Russia to tar-
get individuals and businesses suspect-
ed of assisting Moscow in its war
against Ukraine, including Chinese
companies. The decision coincides
with the second anniversary of Russia’s
full-scale invasion, which began on
February 24, 2022, and comes days
after the death of Russian opposition
leader Alexei Navalny. Belgium, which
currently holds the rotating presiden-
cy of the 27-nation bloc, said the “pack-
age is one of the broadest approved by
the EU”.

According to several diplomats, EU
ambassadors from all member coun-
tries agreed to impose sanctions on
about 200 companies and individuals.
The diplomats spoke on condition of
anonymity because they weren’t autho-
rised to disclose details about the
sanctions, which have yet to be formal-
ly adopted.

They said several Chinese compa-
nies, which are believed to have pro-

vided help to Russia, have been sanc-
tioned. Details of the entities targeted
will be revealed when the sanctions are
published in the EU’s legal journal.

The EU has imposed several
rounds of sanctions on Russia since
President Vladimir Putin ordered his
troops into Ukraine. The measures
have targeted the energy sector, banks,
the world’s biggest diamond mining
company, businesses and markets, and
made Russian officials subject to asset
freezes and travel bans.

The new sanctions will further
enhance trade restrictions against enti-
ties linked to the Russian military-
industrial complex, diplomats said.
Additional bans on exports to Russia
of highly technical components for
drone production were adopted.

“I welcome the agreement on our
13th sanctions package against Russia,”
European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen said. “We must
keep degrading Putin’s war machine.
With 2,000 listings in total, we keep the
pressure high on the Kremlin. We are
also further cutting Russia’s access to
drones.”

Russia has no
intention of
putting nukes
in space: Putin
AP n MOSCOW

Russian President Vladimir Putin declared on
Tuesday that Moscow has no intention of

deploying nuclear weapons in space, claiming
that the country has only developed space capa-
bilities similar to those of the US. Putin’s state-
ment follows the White House confirmation last
week that Russia has obtained a “troubling”
anti-satellite weapon capability, although such
a weapon is not operational yet. White House
national security spokesman John Kirby said it
would violate the international Outer Space
Treaty, but declined to comment on whether the
weapon is nuclear-capable. 

The treaty signed by more than 130 coun-
tries, including Russia, prohibits the deployment
of “nuclear weapons or any other kinds of
weapons of mass destruction” in orbit or the sta-
tioning of “weapons in outer space in any other
manner.” The White House said it would look
to engage the Russians directly on the concerns.

“Our position is quite clear and transpar-
ent: we have always been and remain categor-
ically opposed to the deployment of nuclear
weapons in space,” Putin said. “Just the oppo-
site, we are urging everyone to adhere to all the
agreements that exist in this sphere.”

Speaking during a meeting with his defense
minister, Sergei Shoigu, Putin noted that
Russia has only developed space capabilities that
“other nations, including the US have.” 

“And they know it,” he added.
“We haven’t deployed any nuclear weapons

in space or any elements of them to use against
satellites or to create fields where satellites can’t
work efficiently,” Shoigu said. 

Shoigu alleged that the White House could
have made the allegations of a new Russian
space capability in order to force Congress to
support aid for Ukraine and also encourage
Moscow to reenter nuclear arms control talks
that Russia has suspended amid the tensions
with the US over Ukraine.Putin didn’t rule out
possible future contacts with the US, but reaf-
firmed his view that Washington’s push for
Russia’s defeat in Ukraine makes them impos-
sible for now.

“The US and the West, for one thing, are
calling for Russia’s strategic defeat, while, on the
other hand, they would like to have a dialogue
on strategic stability, pretending that those
things aren’t connected,” he said. “It won’t work.”

S Korean govt warns striking doctors
to return to work or face legal action
AP n SEOUL

The South Korean govern-
ment on Wednesday

warned thousands of striking
doctors to return to work
immediately or face legal
action after their collective
walkouts caused cancellations
of surgeries and disrupted
other hospital operations.
About 7,800 medical interns
and residents in South Korea
have walked off their jobs this
week to protest the govern-
ment’s push to recruit more
medical students. Officials say
they want to increase the
nationwide medical school
admissions cap by 2,000 from
next year to brace for South
Korea’s rapidly aging popula-
tion. But doctors’ groups have
refuted the plan, saying univer-
sities aren’t ready to offer qual-
ity education to that many stu-
dents. They argue the govern-
ment’s push to have more doc-
tors would lead to increased
public medical expenses
because physicians locked in
competition could perform
unnecessary treatments. The
2,000 additional admissions

“is a nonsensical figure”, the
Korean Intern Residents
Association said in a statement
Tuesday. “We hope the govern-
ment will rethink its plan and
formulate a policy that reflects
the voices of trainee doctors.”

Junior doctors typically
support senior doctors during
surgeries and deal with inpa-
tients. Their joint walkouts
have burdened hospital oper-
ations. The Health Ministry
said Wednesday that authori-
ties have received 58 public
complaints over the walkouts,
mostly regarding indefinite
delays of surgeries and cancel-
lations of other medical treat-
ments. “A collective action
taking the lives and safety of
the people hostage cannot be
justified for whatever reason,”
Interior and Safety Minister
Lee Sang-min told a news
conference with other top offi-
cials. Lee said the government
issued an official order for
striking doctors to return to
work. He said the government
will sternly deal with the doc-
tors’ walkouts in line with the
medical law and other regula-

tions. South Korea’s medical
law allows the government to
issue such back-to-work orders
to doctors and other medical
personnel when there are grave
concerns about public health.
If they refuse to abide by the
order, they could face up to
three years in prison or 30 mil-
lion won (USD 22,480) in
fines, a punishment that would
also lead to the revocation of
their medical licenses, accord-
ing to the law.

Justice Minister Park
Sung-jae accused some doctors
of seeking to protect “their
vested interests”. He said that
if they refuse to return to
work, authorities will file legal
charges against them and arrest
others who had led their walk-
outs. 

Trainee doctors said the
government’s return-to-work
order was intimidation and
must be withdrawn immediate-
ly. The Korea Medical
Association, which represents
140,000 doctors, said it sup-
ports the trainee doctors’ walk-
outs but hasn’t decided whether
to join their walkouts.

More than USD 400 mn needed for
Af to recover from Oct quake: UN
AP n ISLAMABAD

More than USD 400 mil-
lion is needed for western

Afghanistan to recover and
rebuild after a devastating
earthquake last October that
killed around 2,000 people, the
United Nations said
Wednesday.

The magnitude 6.3 quake
on October 7, one of the most
destructive in the country’s
recent history, flattened entire
villages in Herat province and
also left thousands injured
and homeless. Months on, sur-
vivors are still struggling to
rebuild their lives.In a new UN
report, released together with
the World Bank, the European
Union and the Asian
Development Bank, estimated
there is “an urgent need for
USD 402.9 million to support
the critical recovery and recon-
struction efforts in the
province.” The report said
recovery strategies should pri-

oritise restoring access to basic
services and building earth-
quake-safe housing, especially
for the most affected families.
It said its assessment of the
urgent needs relied on field
data, publicly available infor-
mation and remote analytics.

The report represents the
first joint assessment since
August 2021 and showcases an
international resolve to address
the needs of disaster-affected
communities and support their
recovery.

It surveyed some nine dis-
tricts with roughly 2.2 million
people and offers a detailed
breakdown of the numbers
affected, including categories
such as pregnant women,
infants and people with disabil-
ities.

According to the report,
the districts of Herat, Injil, and
Zindajan were the hardest hit,
with rural and vulnerable com-
munities suffering the most.

“We are committed to not

only addressing the immediate
needs but ensuring a sustain-
able and resilient recovery for
those affected by the earth-
quakes,” stated Indrika
Ratwatte, the UN chief ’s
deputy representative and
humanitarian coordinator.

This tragedy presents an
opportunity to rebuild
stronger, more inclusive, and
more resilient communities,”
Ratwatte added.

Earthquakes are common
in Afghanistan, where there are
a number of fault lines and fre-
quent movement among three
nearby tectonic plates. Afghans
are still reeling from recent
quakes, including the magni-
tude 6.5 earthquake last March
that struck much of western
Pakistan and eastern
Afghanistan, and an earth-
quake that hit eastern
Afghanistan in June 2022, flat-
tening stone and mud-brick
homes and killing at least
1,000 people. 

EU countries agrees on new
sanctions against Russia

Trump again compares his criminal indictments
to imprisonment, death of Putin’s top rival
AP n GREENVILLE

Donald Trump doubled
down on comparing his

criminal indictments to the cir-
cumstances of Russian dissi-
dent Alexei Navalny, the top
political opponent of Russia’s
autocratic leader Vladimir
Putin who died in a remote arc-
tic prison after being jailed by
the Kremlin leader. Appearing
on a Fox News Channel town
hall pre-taped before a live
audience in Greenville, South
Carolina, Trump bemoaned
Navalny’s death, which
President Joe Biden and other
Western leaders have blamed
on Putin. 

Trump then pivoted to
himself, repeating his assertions
that the prosecutions against
him are driven by politics
despite no evidence that Biden
or the White House ordered
them. 

“Navalny is a very sad sit-

uation and he’s very brave, he
was a very brave guy,” Trump
said in response to a question
from Fox News Channel’s
Laura Ingraham. 

“He went back, he could
have stayed away, and frankly
probably would have been a lot
better off staying away and talk-
ing from outside of the coun-
try as opposed to having to go
back in, because people
thought that could happen,
and it did happen.

“And it’s a horrible thing,
but it’s happening in our coun-
try, too,” Trump continued,
suggesting his criminal indict-
ments — which include two
cases stemming from his efforts
to overturn his 2020 defeat —
are proof that the US is “turn-
ing into a communist country
in many ways.” 

“I got indicted four times
... all because of the fact that I’m
in politics,” Trump said. “They
indicted me on things that are

so ridiculous.”
He extended the compari-

son to his loss in a civil fraud
trial last week, in which a New
York judge ordered Trump to
pay USD 355 million in penal-
ties after finding he lied about
his wealth for years. With inter-
est, Trump owes the state about
USD 454 million.

“It is a form of Navalny,”
Trump said. “It is a form of
communism, of fascism.” 

He did not give a clear
answer when asked whether he
would post a bond covering the
judgment, which is one way
he’d be able to avoid having to
pay the full amount while he
appeals.

Trump made no mention
of Putin, part of his longstand-
ing pattern of refusing to
denounce and often compli-
menting the Russian leader
going back to when he was in
the White House. 

But his remarks come as

House Republicans have
refused to provide more fund-
ing to Ukraine in its defense
against Russia’s invasion and as
many in the Republican Party
grow more accepting of
Russian expansionism. 

Putin recently suggested he
preferred Biden in the White
House to Trump. US intelli-
gence assessments of both the
2016 and 2020 elections found
that Russia was behind influ-
ence operations to boost
Trump at the expense of his
Democratic Party opponents. 

Ingraham interrupted
Trump at the town hall Tuesday
to ask whether he believed he
could become a “potential
political prisoner” for the rest
of his life like Navalny. Trump
sidestepped the question. 

“If I were losing in the
polls, they wouldn’t even be
talking about me and I would-
n’t have had any legal fees,” he
answered. 
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PTI ■ NEW DELHI,

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on
Wednesday asked

financial sector regulators,
including the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), to take further
measures to check spread of
unauthorised lending through
online apps.
Addressing the 28th meeting
of the Financial Stability and
Development Council (FSDC)
here, Sitharaman also asked
regulators to maintain
constant vigil and be proactive
towards detecting emerging
financial stability risks, given
the domestic and global
macro-financial situation.
The FSDC deliberated on
issues related to macro
financial stability and India's
preparedness to deal with
them, an official statement said
after the meeting.

The ongoing inter-regulatory
issues were also discussed to
support GIFT IFSC in its
strategic role to become one of
the world's premier
international financial centres
and perform its envisioned
role of facilitating foreign
capital and financial services
for the domestic economy, it
said.
The FSDC discussed various
issues related to the
formulation of strategy to
implement the FSDC decisions
and the Union Budget
announcements.
These included prescribing
uniform KYC norms, inter-
usability of KYC records across
the financial sector, and
simplification and
digitalisation of the KYC
process; kickstarting fund-
raising by social enterprises
through social stock exchanges
and to arrest the harmful effects of unauthorised lending through online apps and

measures to curb their further
spread.
The government in December
informed Parliament that
Google has suspended or
removed over 2,500 fraudulent
loan apps from its Play Store
between April 2021 and July
2022.
The objective is to remain
proactive, maintain cyber
security preparedness with
constant vigilance, and take
appropriate and timely action
to mitigate any such
vulnerabilities in the Indian
financial system.
Fraudulent loan apps have
defrauded many gullible
borrowers of their money,
leading to distress in many
cases.
The FSDC members also
decided to strengthen inter-
regulatory coordination to
further develop the financial
sector so that it continues to

provide the requisite financial
resources for inclusive
economic growth.
The FSDC also took note of
the activities undertaken by
the FSDC Sub-Committee
chaired by RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das and the action
taken by members on the
previous decisions of the
FSDC.
Besides Das, Securities and
Exchange Board of India
Chairperson Madhabi Puri
Buch, Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority of
India (Irdai) Chairman
Debasish Panda, Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Board of India
(IBBI) Chairman Ravi Mital,
Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority
Chairman Deepak Mohanty,
and International Financial
Services Centres Authority
Chairman K Rajaraman also
attended the meeting.

PTI ■ NEW DELHI,

Shares of Zee
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL)
settled 15 per cent lower on
Wednesday amid reports
that Sebi has found financial
discrepancies in the
accounts of the company.
On the BSE, the scrip of the
company tumbled 14.77 per
cent to close at Rs 164.50
apiece.
ZEEL shares nosedived
14.02 per cent to end at Rs
165.65 apiece on the NSE.
During the day, the stock hit
a low of Rs 163.75 and Rs
164.10 -- its lower circuit
limit -- apiece on the NSE
and the BSE.
In volume terms, 10.68 crore
equity shares were traded on
the NSE , while 1.46 crore
equity shares changed hands
on the BSE during the day.
On Wednesday, the 30-share
BSE Sensex slumped 434.31
points, or 0.59 per cent, to
settle at 72,623.09, while
NSE Nifty slipped 141.90
points to close at 22,055.05.
As per the reports, during
Sebi's probe into Zee's
founders, the regulator
discovered that
approximately Rs 2,000 crore
(equivalent to USD 241
million) may have been
diverted from the company.
However, the company
spokesperson clarified that
the reports related to
accounting issues are
"incorrect and false".

The report suggested that
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) has
been in conversation with
senior Zee officials,
including its founders
Subhash Chandra and his
son Punit Goenka, and some
board members to explain
their stance.
Further, the report noted
that the amount found
missing is not final and may
change after Sebi reviews the
responses from the company
executives.
A ZEEL spokesperson said,
"The reports and rumours
pertaining to accounting
issues in the company are
incorrect and false."
"Pursuant to the Securities
Appellate Tribunal (SAT)
order, which granted relief to
the current Key Managerial
Personnel (KMP), the
company has been in the
process of providing all
comments, information or
explanation requested by
Sebi, and has extended
complete co-operation on all
aspects," the spokesperson
said.
On Tuesday, shares of ZEEL
settled 8 per cent higher
amid reports that Zee and
Sony Pictures Networks
(India) are working to
salvage their USD 10-billion
merger.
ZEEL shares have seen a
massive downfall after the
collapse of its merger with
Sony Group Corp's India
unit.

PTI ■ KOLKATA

Motilal Oswal Alternates
(MO Alts), the

alternative investments arm
of Motilal Oswal Financial
Services, on Wednesday said
it has successfully closed the
first tranche of its sixth real
estate fund, India Realty
Excellence Fund VI (IREF
VI) and has secured
commitments of
approximately Rs 1,250 crore
in this first close. 
The company said it is a
significant milestone for MO
Alts, achieving the largest and
fastest first close for any of
their real estate funds to date.
The fund will scout for
opportunities in real estate in
Kolkata and seven other top
cities of India including
Mumbai, Delhi-NCR, Pune,
Bangalore and Chennai.
IREF VI strategically focuses
on early-stage investments,
primarily targeting mid-

income/affordable residential
projects across India's top
eight cities.
"This successful fundraising,
even amidst a buoyant equity
market, underscores the
unwavering trust our
investors have placed in our
capabilities," MO Alts, MD &
CEO, Vishal Tulsyan said.
MO Alts said it boasts a
strong track record, having
invested in over 150 real
estate projects, funding Rs
7,500 crore across 50
developers, and successfully
exited over 85 investments
with an impressive return
exceeding 20 per cent over
pre-approval bets.
The fund, structured as an
Alternative Investment Fund
(AIF Category-II) the first
close (which is commonly
referred to as an initial offer)
saw participation from high
net-worth individuals, non-
resident Indians, and family
offices/corporates. 

Zee Entertainment
shares settle 15
per cent lower

PTI ■ MUMBAI

Equity benchmark
indices Sensex and

Nifty broke their six-day
winning run on
Wednesday and settled
with a steep fall amid fag-
end selling triggered by a
rush for profit booking and
mixed global cues.
The 30-share benchmark
Sensex stayed mostly firm
during intra-day but
settled 434.31 points or
0.59 per cent lower at
72,623.09 points. It
touched the intra-day low
of 72,450.56, down 0.83
per cent from the previous
closing level of 73,057.40
points.
Similarly, the broader Nifty
also paired all its intraday
gains before closing 141.90
points or 0.64 per cent
down at 22,055.05 points.
The 50-share barometer
had hit a lifetime peak of
22,196.95 points on
Tuesday and remained
mostly in the upward
trajectory on Wednesday.
In the Sensex pack, 20
stocks ended in the red
while 37 of the Nifty
constituents closed the
session with losses.
NTPC was the biggest loser
among the Sensex
constituents, ending with a
loss of 2.71 per cent. It was
followed by PowerGrid,
Wipro, HCLTech, L&T and

Tech Mahindra.
In contrast, Tata Steel, SBI,
JSW Steel and IndusInd
Bank closed in the positive
territory. Tata Steel gained
1.99 per cent and SBI
ended 1.51 per cent higher.
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services, said the
Indian market is facing
stiff resistance at higher
levels and the valuation of
a broader index is at a
significant premium,
leading to an unfavourable
risk reward, which
influences investors to
book profits.
"Global markets treaded
cautiously awaiting the US
Federal Reserve (meeting)
minutes while Chinese
markets were buoyed by
policy interventions.
"Concerns lingered since
investors were heavily
betting on a US Fed rate
cut, which is put at risk by
January's higher-than-
expected inflation," he
noted.
The BSE Midcap index
declined sharply by 1.27
per cent and Smallcap by
0.84 per cent. The fall in
the large cap index was
contained at 0.59 per cent.
Analysts attributed the
steep decline in midcap
and smallcap indices to
investors' concern about
volatility ahead of the
release of US Fed minutes.

PTI ■ NEW DELHI,

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on

Wednesday said India
negotiates trade and
investment agreements with
fairness and open mind and
takes care of the interest of
people.
He also said countries that are
negotiating Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) and
investment pacts with India
should keep in mind that New
Delhi offers a huge market to
them in terms of demand and
business opportunities.
"I can assure you that India
negotiates with fairness, with
an open mind... India also
takes care of its wider and
larger interest in the long
run," he said at the CII India-
Europe conclave.
FTAs or Bilateral Investment
Treaties (BITs), or agreements
on geographical indications,
will have to stand the test of

fair, equitable, and balanced
agreements as the level of
economic developments
varies, he said.
"We will have to respect the
very different opportunities
that are offered by India vis-a-
vis the offer on the table from
other countries," he said,
adding that India is one of the
fastest growing economies of
the world.
The young population,

demand for goods and
services, opens up huge
opportunities for businesses
across the globe, the minister
added.
The remarks assume
significance as India is
negotiating such agreements
with countries such as the UK,
Oman, and the European
Union.
Speaking at the conclave, the
UK's minister Lord Ahmad of

Wimbledon said that British
businesses are major investors
in India and bilateral trade is
growing between the two
countries.
He also said the two nations
are working on an ambitious
free trade agreement and
bilateral investment treaty.
"This will boost our trading
partnership further... And
(would) show the world that
India and the UK are serious
about trade and very much
committed to prosperity at a
global level," Ahmad said
adding huge business
opportunities are there for
Indian firms in the UK.
With the negotiations for the
proposed India-UK free trade
agreement reaching its last
leg, a high-level Indian official
delegation is in London to
iron out the differences on
remaining issues.
India and the UK launched
the talks for a FTA in January
2022. 

PTI ■ KOLKATA

Financial conditions have
tightened the economy

with liquidity going into a
deeper deficit putting upward
pressure on short-term rates,
according to a research report
by CRISIL Market
Intelligence and Analytics.

The report released during
the month also said that
foreign portfolio investors
turned net sellers further
aggravating the tight liquidity
conditions.
With tightening of the
liquidity, the transmission of
interest rates improved across
lending and deposit rates in

January. However, the
cumulative rise in most
deposit and lending rates
remained lower than the 250
basis points of repo rate
increase by the RBI since May
2022, the report said.
This incomplete transmission
of monetary policy prompted
the Reserve Bank of India to

keep the interest rates
unchanged, the research body
said in the report.
"We believe that the central
bank will be active in liquidity
management and adopt
regulatory measures to
prevent excesses in credit
growth. We foresee the RBI
cutting rates from June 2024,"

it said.
According to the report, the
deficit in domestic systemic
liquidity almost doubled in
January compared with
December.
This has led to a net infusion
of Rs 2.07 lakh crore into the
system, which is one per cent
of net demand and time

liabilities (NDTL) by the RBI.
The report said that liquidity
has been in deficit in the
economy since September
2023.
Due to a crunch in liquidity,
money market rates are under
pressure with the call money
rate hovering above 6.75 per
cent, the report said.

PTI ■ NEW DELHI,

Artificial intelligence will
provide a helping hand

and free up a lot of time for
chartered accountants to
focus on analytical work,
ICAI President Ranjeet
Kumar Agarwal said on
Wednesday and highlighted
that there is a huge demand
for chartered accountants.
The Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI)
expects there will be a need
for around 30 lakh chartered
accountants in the next 20 to
25 years and last year, around
22,000 students cleared the
chartered accountants
examination.
At a briefing in the national
capital, Agarwal, who took
charge as the president on
February 12, said a committee
will be coming out with a
roadmap in the next two
months on the use of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) at
the Institute of Chartered

Accountants of India (ICAI).
He emphasised that Artificial
Intelligence (AI) is a tool and
is saving a lot of time.
"This will give you (chartered
accountants) more time for
application of mind,
analytics... I believe AI is
going to be a helping hand for
the profession of chartered
accountants so that they can
focus more on other
analytical areas.
"AI taking away the
compliance part from the
chartered accountants and

giving them more scope to
work on bigger areas... AI
cannot overtake human
intelligence," Agarwal said.
In the audit profession, for
instance, to check a 700-page
annual report of a listed
company, one can make a
PDF and put it in 
Chat GPT.
Now, one doesn't have to read
the 700 pages as an auditor.
"You have to ask the questions
like what is the profitability,
what is the adverse
comment... Whatever you
ask, Chat GPT will answer,"
Agarwal said.
Amid instances of chartered
accountants coming under
the regulatory scanner,
Agarwal said the institute has
self-developed "so many
checks and balances".
The target is to have "lesser
anomalies", he said, adding
that efforts are made to
continuously enhance the
skills of the chartered
accountants.

AI to save more time for
chartered accountants: ICAI 

Motilal Oswal secures
`1,250 crore in first close
for new AIF real estate fund

PTI ■ NEW DELHI,

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Wednesday

said research work needs to
be done on ways to cut down
the dependence on fossil
fuels as that will also help in
reducing ecological and
environmental issues.
Research works also have a
huge potential to make
sustainable life for socially,
economically and
educationally backward

classes, the Minister for
Road, Transport and
Highways said.
"The research we need is
going to (be to) reduce our
import (of fuels), research
which is going to help people
socially, economically and
educationally backward, and
the research where we can
use waste to reduce problems
of ecology and
environment," Gadkari said
while addressing the 14th
Edition of Aegis Graham

Bell Awards.
By using different
technologies, one day India
will be in a strong position,
he said and added that a day
will come in 5 years when
the country will be an
exporter of bio-aviation fuel.
Using bio-mass from
bamboo wheat straw and
rice straw, ethanol can be
made and from ethanol, bio-
aviation fuel can be made,
the minister said.
According to him, research

works will also help in the
development of smart
villages, water conservation
and diversification of
agricultural practices.
"I will request you to give
priority to your research for
agriculture, rural... There is a
huge potential by which we
can make a sustainable life
for people who are socially,
economically, educationally
backward," he said.
He also mentioned about an
ongoing research work to

make ethanol from carbon
dioxide. "I am doing a lot of
experiments. Presently, we
have a plant of 15,000 litres
per day where the
experiment is going on...
Scientists from Tamil Nadu
are making ethanol from
carbon dioxide. So, anything
which is going to be a big
research which is related to
carbon dioxide, it will be a
great addition and relief to
the people of this country,"
he said.

PTI ■ NEW DELHI,

Shares of electrification and
automation major ABB

India surged 11 per cent on
Wednesday after the
company posted a rise in
profit in the December
quarter. The scrip of the
company zoomed 10.60 per
cent to close at Rs 5,003.95
apiece on the NSE.
On the BSE, shares of ABB
India soared 10.33 per cent to
end at Rs 4,989.30 apiece.
During the day, ABB India
stock hit a 52-week of Rs
5,134 and Rs 5,019 apiece on
the NSE and the BSE.
In volume terms, 44.04 lakh
equity shares were traded on
the NSE, and 1.48 lakh on the
BSE during the day.
In broader markets, the 30-
share BSE Sensex slumped
434.31 points, or 0.59 per
cent, to settle at 72,623.09,
while NSE Nifty slipped
141.90 points to close at
22,055.05.

ABB India shares
rise 11 per cent;
hit 52 weeks high

Stock markets
snap six days rally

Take more steps to curb illegal lending apps: FM 

India negotiates trade, investment
deals with fairness, open mind: Goyal 

Liquidity deficit tightening financial conditions: CRISIL

Need research on ways to reduce fossil fuels dependence: Gadkari

New Delhi: Leveraging a
robust partnership with
Microsoft, Embee Software
has outlined its strategic
expectations and initiatives,
positioning itself as a front-
runner in Cloud Services,
Analytics, AI, Cybersecurity,
and managed IT services. 
It aims for 30-40 per cent
growth, with an ambitious 60-
70 per cent surge in services
revenue as it aims to adapt to
industry shifts by developing
expertise in emerging
technologies, ensuring it

remains a dynamic force in
the ever-evolving tech
landscape. 
We are propelling the firm
towards a future where
innovation and strategic
partnerships result in
exceptional growth and to
aim for a 30-40 per cent
increase, we are leveraging
our expertise in AI,
cybersecurity, and cloud
services to surpass market
expectations, said Sudhir
Kothari, CEO & MD, Embee
Software.

IT-tech firm plans growth

The School of
Bioengineering at
SRM Institute 
of Science and
T e c h n o l o g y
organised a three-
day international
conference on “New
Horizons in
B i o e n g i n e e r i n g :
Fostering Academia-Industry Partnership”. The inauguration
ceremony of the conference was graced by Prof Rakesh Kumar
Mishra, Director of the Tata Institute for Genetics and Society,
Bangalore. It was presided over by SRMIST Vice-Chancellor
Prof C Muthamizhchelvan. 

International Conference on
Bioengineering held at SRM



sports 11
NEW DELHI | THURSDAY |  FEBRUARY 22, 2024

PTI ■ BUSAN (SOUTH KOREA)

Harmeet Desai won the
decisive fifth rubber to
steer Indian men’s

team to pre-quarterfinals
while the women’s team
strolled into the last-16 stage
of the World Table Tennis
Team Championships with an
easy 3-0 victory, here
Wednesday.
The men’s team had to toil
hard to edge Kazakhstan 3-2
but the women’s team had an
easy day out as it blanked Italy
3-0 to move to the next
round.
The men’s team will now
compete against the powerful
South Koreans while the
women will take on Chinese-
Taipei, later on Wednesday.
Harmeet lost the opening
match 2-3 to Kirill
Gerassimenko (9-11, 12-10,

11-8, 7-11, 11-8) before
senior teammate and
Commonwealth Games gold
medallist Sharath Kamal
brought India on level terms
with a come-from behind 3-2
victory over Alan
Kurmangaliyev.
The age-defying 41-year-old
Sharath Kamal dug deep into
his reserves after being two
games down to turn the tide
against his Kazakh
opponent.
Sharath Kamal finally won 6-
11, 7-11, 11-7, 13-11, 11-9.
G. Sathiyan then gave India a
2-1 lead after a minor lapse of
concentration in the second
game, finally notching up an
easy 3-1 victory.
The two-time CWG gold
medallist in team event,
Sathiyan won the opening
game 11-6 but lost the next
game tamely 5-11. He

recovered from the lapse to
win the last two game 11-2,
11-7, giving his opponent
absolutely no chance, as his
top spin earned him the
maximum points.
Sharath Kamal though lost
his second singles match 1-3
to Kirill Gerassimenko (4-11,
9-11, 11-6, 7-11) as
Kazakhstan levelled the
scores.
Harmeet did not show any
signs of nerves in the decider
and won 3-1 (11-6, 11-8, 8-
11, 11-7).
In the women’s section, Sreeja
Akula defeated Nikoleta
Stefanova 12-10, 11-6, 11-8,
while Manika Batra crushed
Giorgia Piccolin 12-10, 11-6,
11-5.
Ayhika Mukherjee sealed the
tie with a 15-13, 11-9, 13-15,
11-8 win over Gaia
Monfardini. 

PTI ■ MANGALORE

Japanese world champion
Shuri Araki, the youngest

to win the title, will be the
cynosure of all eyes in the
India Paddle Festival, the
country’s first-ever
international stand-up
paddling event, which will
take place at the Sasihithlu
Beach here from March 8 to
10.
Araki was 16 when he won
the world title.
With this event the
Association of PaddleSurf
Professionals World Tour
(APP) will mark its entry
into the country.
The event will be conducted
prior to the launch of the
2024 APP World Tour.
Some top athletes from the
APP World Tour, as well as
other aspiring professionals

from the region, will
participate in the event,
presented by Karnataka
Tourism and organised by
Surfing Swami Foundation.
India No.1 Sekar Patchai and
the 17-year-old Japanese
Araki will be seen in action
among others.
“We are extremely pleased to
make our first entry into
India with the Surfing
Swami Foundation and
Karnataka Tourism.
We hope that the India
Paddle Festival will help the
sport get the much-needed
push to expand in the
region,” CEO of the APP
World Tour, Tristan Boxford
said in a statement. 
“This championship will 
also provide an opportunity
for the athletes to experience
an international
competition.” 

AP ■ CARSON (US)

Olivia Moultrie scored
twice in her first national

team start and the United
States defeated the
Dominican Republic 5-0 in
the inaugural CONCACAF
Women’s Gold Cup
tournament. 
Moultrie, 18, making just her
third appearance with the
national team, scored her first
goal in the seventh minute on
Tuesday night when she
stretched to tap the ball across
the goal line. 
Lynn Williams added a goal
off a pass from Midge Purce
in the 30th minute to make it
2-0 in the US team’s first game
of the year. 
Purce also fed Moultrie for
her second goal in the 59th
minute. Moultrie, who plays
for the Portland Thorns in the

National Women’s Soccer
League, is the third-youngest
player to score multiple goals
in a game for the United
States. 
Jenna Nighswonger scored
her first goal for the US on a
penalty in the 86th minute to
make it 4-0. 
Alex Morgan, who was
brought into the team earlier
Tuesday, came in as a second-
half substitute. Morgan was a
roster replacement for Mia
Fishel, who tore a ligament in
her right knee in practice a
day earlier. 
Morgan, who normally wears
No. 13, wore Fishel’s No. 7
because of CONCACAF
rules. 
Morgan converted a penalty
kick in stoppage time to wrap
up scoring. It was her 122nd
international goal. 
It was the sixth victory for the

United States under interim
coach Twila Kilgore, who
took over when coach Vlatko
Andonovski departed the
team following the
Americans’ disappointing
finish at the Women’s World
Cup last summer. 
Kilgore will coach the United
States until May, when Emma
Hayes, currently coach of
Chelsea, takes over. 
Korbin Albert, who plays for
Paris Saint-Germain, also
made her first start. 
Veteran defender Becky
Sauerbrunn, the captain for
the match, was also a late
addition to the roster because
Alana Cook sustained a
minor knee injury. It was
Sauerbrunn’s 216th cap. 
The Dominican Republic
clinched a spot in Group A
with a 1-0 victory over
Guyana on Saturday.
Kathrynn González scored
the lone goal early in the
second half. 
Gonzalez, a Pennsylvania
native, came in as a second-
half substitute against the
United States. 
Earlier Tuesday at Dignity
Health Sports Park, home to
Major League Soccer’s LA
Galaxy, Argentina and
Mexico played to a scoreless
draw to open Group A play. 
There are three groups of four
teams in the tournament,
with matches in Carson, San
Diego and Houston.

Indian men, women paddlers move to pre quarterfinals
Indian Paddle Festival
to be held in Mangalore
from March 8, 10

PTI ■ ALANYA (TURKEY)

The Indian football team
withstood a late charge

by Estonia to pick up a
hard-fought 4-3 win in the
Turkish Women’s Cup on
Wednesday, the side’s first
victory against an European
nation.
Striker Manisha Kalyan
scored a brace and the
Chaoba Devi-coached side
created a piece of history as
the Indian senior women’s
team had never before
triumphed over a team
from the UEFA
confederation in an official
outing.
The teams were locked 1-1
at half time.
Manisha struck in the 17th
and 81st minutes while
Indumathi Kathiresan (62’),
and Pyari Xaxa (79’) scored
the other goals for India.
Lisette Tammik (32’), Vlada
Kubassova (88’) and Mari
Liis Lillemae (90’) found
the target for Estonia.
Played at the picturesque
Gold City Sports Complex,
the Blue Tigresses made a
perfect start when they shot
into the lead through a
Manisha goal.
After Estonia drew level off
a strike by Lisette Tammik,
a rampaging India struck
thrice through Indumathi,
Xaxa and Manisha to take a
commanding 4-1 lead.

Just as it appeared that the
Indian women were on
their way to a resounding
victory, Estonia made a last-
ditch effort to equalise,
scoring twice through
Vlada Kubassova (88’) and
Mari Liis Lillemae (90’).
However, the Indian
defence did a fine job to see
out the rest of the time and
secure a memorable win.
At the start, India began
with an intent to hit Estonia
on the counter, using their
speedy wingers while
letting the opponents drive
deeper into the box.
This played into the hands
of the Blue Tigresses from
the start, as Karthika’s
interception on the right
allowed Pyari to rush into
the space behind the
Estonian defence.
The India striker laced her
shot past Estonia keeper
Karina Kork, but it struck
the upright and was
eventually cleared.
Pyari often acted as the
focal point of the
counterattacks for India,
and she created a great
opportunity for the Blue
Tigresses in the eighth
minute when she made a
swift turn to leave her
marker stranded at the
halfway line and played a
through ball to Manisha on
the left with acres of space.
However, the latter scuffed
her shot.

PTI ■ NEW DELHI

India’s top singles player
Sumit Nagal dropped out

of top-100 after losing 16
points from his kitty,
resulting in him sliding three
spots to 101 in the latest ATP
rankings.

Last year in the same week,
Nagal had earned 41 ranking
points by reaching the
semifinals of the Chennai
Challenger as a qualifier. He
was defending those points
and could earn only 25 in
Bengaluru last week.
Nagal had become one of the
few Indian tennis players to

crack the top-100 following
his tremendous show in
Chennai where he won his
fifth Challenger level title.
India’s next best singles player,
Ramkumar Ramanathan,
gained 42 places to get to 420
and was followed by
Sasikumar Mukund (457, -
20), S D Prajwal Dev (595)
and Digvijay Pratap Singh
(623, -11).
Nagal is competing in the
Pune Challenger this week.
He is scheduled to take on
Niki Poonacha in the second
round on Thursday.
In the doubles, Rohan
Bopanna continued to be
world number one player and
was followed by Yuki Bhambri
(60, +1), N Sriram Balaji (80, -
1), Vijay Sundar Prashanth
(81, +1), Saketh Myneni (89,
+16) and Anirudh
Chandrasekar (94, -4). 

AP ■ MADRID

Signing Kylian Mbappé
likely would not be a

problem for Real Madrid
financially, as it remains the
Spanish club with the highest
spending limit at 727 million
euros ($786 million).
Barcelona’s financial struggles
continue, though, with its cap
being reduced to 204 million
euros ($220 million), the
Spanish league said Tuesday.
The Catalan club could be in a
delicate situation going into
the next transfer window.
Atletico Madrid has the
second-highest cap at 303
million euros ($327 million).
Each Spanish league club has a
different spending limit based
on factors such as revenues,
costs and debts. It is
proportional to roughly 70%
of a club’s revenues. The limits
denote the maximum amount

each club can spend on
players, coaches, youth
systems and other areas.
Clubs that are overspending
need to find ways to either
reduce costs or attract new
investment.
Barcelona’s cap, which was at
270 million euros after the
summer transfer window, has
been gradually reduced after it
had been boosted by financial
maneuvers that helped the

club restructure its debts and
gain space to sign new players.
If it can’t restructure its
finances again, the club will be
in danger of not being allowed
to register its players to
compete.
Madrid has a much brighter
outlook, with enough cap
space to add Mbappé and
possibly others. The club
hasn’t made many blockbuster
signings in recent seasons and
is free to spend now if it wants
to.
Mbappé told Paris Saint-
Germain last week that he will
leave the French club at the
end of the season, opening the
door for another attempt by
Madrid to sign him. Madrid
made a big push to sign the
France star in 2022, with one
of its offers rejected by PSG
reportedly reaching nearly
200 million euros ($216
million).

AP ■ SAKHIR (BAHRAIN)

Team principal Christian
Horner was with Red Bull

as Formula 1 preseason
testing began Wednesday
even as he faces an ongoing
investigation by the team’s
parent company into an
alleged claim of misconduct.
Horner was alongside the
team’s chief technology
officer, car designer Adrian
Newey, as Max Verstappen
drove the team’s new car at
the start of Wednesday’s
morning session. It is the start
of the Dutch driver’s
campaign for a fourth
consecutive world title.
The Red Bull parent company
said Feb. 5 it was investigating

allegations of misconduct
toward a team employee.
Horner denies any
wrongdoing and has
continued in his role as team
principal during the
investigation.
On the track, Red Bull still had
the fastest car in Wednesday’s
first session. Max Verstappen
set the pace with a time that
was 0.699 seconds faster than
Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc, and
also overtook his rival on track
near the end of the session.
Williams was the only team
with obvious reliability issues
as Alex Albon’s car stopped
on the track with a technical
fault.
There are three days of
preseason testing from

Wednesday through Friday
ahead of the season-opening
Bahrain Grand Prix at the
same venue next week.
Each day is split into two
sessions, and teams can only
have one driver on track in
each. That meant Lewis
Hamilton, who is leaving
Mercedes at the end of the
year to join Ferrari, was
sitting out the first day as his
teammate George Russell
drove. 
McLaren driver Lando Norris
said he would wear a helmet
with the design used by 2003
Indianapolis 500 winner Gil
de Ferran, who died in
December. De Ferran was
McLaren’s sporting director
when Norris first raced in F1

in 2019 and had more
recently been an adviser to
the team.
“We lost someone really
special to us at the end of last
year, he was a dear friend of
mine and he’d been with me
pretty much since I came into
Formula 1. Someone who I
not only had many laughs and
great times with, but someone
who helped me out on and off
the track whenever I needed
it,” Norris posted on social
media. “This is the design he
won the Indy 500 with, and
I’ll be wearing it today as my
little way to say thank you for
everything and to let him
know we’re thinking of him
and he’s still very much part
of McLaren.

AP ■ ZAGREB (CROATIA)

Ivo Karlovic has officially
announced his retirement

from tennis after having not
played a tournament match
in 2.5 years.
The 2.11-meter (6 foot, 11-
inch) Croatian said in a post
Wednesday on X, formerly
Twitter, that “I’ve had a very
gratifying, unorthodox and
long career coming from
extremely humble
beginnings, especially for a
tennis player.”
The 44-year-old Karlovic - he
will turn 45 next week -
played his last ATP match in a
second-round qualifying loss
at Indian Wells, California in
October 2021. His last Grand
Slam tournament match was
a first-round singles loss at
the US Open about six weeks
earlier.
He finished his 25-year
career with eight singles
titles and a record of 371

wins, 346 losses and USD
10.1 million in prize money.
His highest singles ranking
was at No. 14 in August 2008.
His best Grand Slam singles
performance was at
Wimbledon in 2009, when he
advanced to the
quarterfinals. He also won
the Davis Cup in 2005 with
Croatia when it beat Slovakia
in the final for the country’s
first title.
He finished his career with
13,728 aces, second behind
John Isner with 14,470.
Karlovic has the most aces
in a best-of-three-set match
with 45 at Halle in 2015 and
two weeks later at
Wimbledon became the only
player to hit at least 40 aces
in three consecutive
matches.
Six-time Grand Slam singles
champion Boris Becker was
among those to congratulate
Karlovi c on X, calling his
serve “the best in tennis.

AP ■ RIO DE JANEIRO

Two-time major winner
Carlos Alcaraz retired

hurt from the Rio Open on
Tuesday after two games due
to a right ankle injury.
The retirement at 1-1 meant
Brazil’s Thiago Monteiro
advanced to the second
round. He will face his
compatriot Felipe Meligeni
Alves for a place in the
quarterfinals.
Alcaraz twisted his ankle in
the first game after only two
points. He received medical
attention, broke Monteiro’s
serve, but after the Brazilian
pulled level he shook his
rival’s hand and left the court
walking as his coach Juan
Carlos Ferrero looked
concerned.
The Spanish player said his
doctors said the injury was
not serious.
“These things happen, even
more so on clay,” Alcaraz said,
“It was not a problem of the
court, I got injured as I
switched direction. That
happens in this kind of
surface.”
Alcaraz said he does feel pain
when he walks and that he
will have medical scans on
Wednesday.
“I came back to the game to
see whether I could carry on
or not. I spoke to the physio
on the court and we decided
together I should continue to
see if this would get better. It

didn’t happen, so we chose to
be careful and abandon due to
precaution,” he said.
Monteiro said it was strange
to go through after playing so
little time against Alcaraz.
“On the court it didn’t look so
serious, but then I saw it in
the big screen and it was a bad
twist. Now I can only cheer
for him to recover, he is a star,
a dominant one in the new
generation,” the Brazilian
said.
Alcaraz was the runner-up at
the clay court tournament in
Rio de Janeiro last year, and
its winner in 2022.
The injury adds to Alcaraz’s
below-par performances at
the Argentina Open last week.
The 20-year-old, who won the
title in 2023, was eliminated
by Chile’s Nicolás Jarry in the
semifinals in Buenos Aires.
Earlier, three-time major

winner Stan Wawrinka was
beaten 7-5, 6-4 in the first
round by Argentina’s Facundo
Díaz Acosta. The 23-year-old
Díaz Acosta beat Jarry in the
final to win his first title on
Sunday at the Argentina
Open.
Tuesday’s match was delayed
for almost two hours due to
rain in Rio de Janeiro. Diaz
Acosta’s next opponent will be
his compatriot Sebastián
Báez.
The 38-year-old Wawrinka
won the 2014 Australian
Open, 2015 French Open and
2016 U.S. Open, where he
defeated the world No. 1
player in the final on all three
occasions.
Díaz Acosta played in
Argentina as a wild-card
entry with a career-high
ranking of 87. He rose to No.
59 on Monday.
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PTI ■ RANCHI

Shubman Gill had twin
challenges to tame when
he entered the Test series

against England — a barren
run that gripped him for nine
innings, which was made
grimmer when he dropped
down to bat at a rather new No.
3 slot at this level. 
Three Tests into the ongoing
five-match rubber, Gill has
managed to find some
answers scoring 252 runs at
42 with a match-winning 104
at Visakhapatnam and a
classy 91 at Rajkot. 
For Gill, it was all about coping
with the expectations he had
placed on himself, rather than
making any sweeping technical
changes to his batting.
“It is a bit tough (living up to
his own expectations). When
people from outside talk about
all those things, it did not make
much difference to me. But the
expectations that I kept on
myself made me a bit
disappointed,” Gill said in a
press conference here on
Wednesday. 
However, Gill said he has still
placed the same level of
expectations on him but has
learned to adjust to them.
“You will definitely have some
expectations on you as to how
you want to play for the team,
the country. But I don’t think
that has changed my mindset. I
still have the same set of
expectations for myself.
“It is all about how you are able

to forget them and move on
quickly and be ready for the
next challenge. That is the
difference between a big player
and an average player,” he
added.
The 24-year-old could not
score a fifty in 11 continuous
innings, including the
Hyderabad Test against
England last month, once he
started batting at No. 3,
deviating from his preferred
opening position.
The rut set in during India’s

tour to the West Indies mid-
last year till he broke it against
England at Visakhapatnam. 
Gill said batting at No.3
presented him with a different
task even though he had batted
in that slot in domestic
matches earlier. 
“I have batted at No. 3 and No.
4 for India A and in some Ranji
Trophy matches, and as such, it
was not something that I have
never done in my life. There
are not many technical changes
that I had to make to my game. 

“But it is different when you
open the innings because you
don’t get that much time to
think as you are going right in
after the toss. You are the one
who is setting the tone.”
Gill said playing in the middle-
order made it mandatory for
him to bat as per the situations. 
“But when you bat at three or
four, there is a certain situation
that you have to bat at. If a
couple of wickets have fallen
early, then you are setting the
stage. When you are opening

then you are dictating the
terms, but in the middle-order
you will be playing according
to the situations.”
Gill offered the examples of
Vizag and Rajkot Tests to
underline his theory. 
Gill was joined by Shreyas Iyer
when India were 30 for two,
and he had to marshal the
hosts’ innings for their entire
second dig while batting for
almost 48 overs. 
The right-hander said he had a
slightly different role in

supporting a marauding
Yashasvi Jaiswal (214) in the
second innings at Rajkot.
“I would not have played any
differently even if I was feeling
any calm or composed (in
Vizag). But definitely, what I
was feeling at Vizag was a bit
different from what I was
feeling in the earlier matches
for India (in terms of the
match situation).
“But in Rajkot, the situation
was different, we were in a very
good position, leading by some
300 runs. So, keeping that in
mind, it was a much calmer
and composed innings.”
Indian batters’ failure to kick
on after getting a start was a
major reason behind their
defeat in the first Test.
Gill said there was a talk in the
dressing room about
converting the starts into big
knocks to pile pressure on the
opposition.
“If you look at the first Test, a
lot of players had got the starts.
They played almost 50 balls
and there were 80s and 90s. All
the batsmen had the
opportunity to make a big
score but unfortunately, they
did not get a big one.
“So, we had a chat and the
point was if a batsmen get set
and make a big score like 150
or 200, then it makes a big
difference to us and the
opposition. It will be good to
score runs in the first innings
because in India batting gets
tough in fourth or fifth day,” he
explained. 

AP ■ ELLINGTON (NEW
ZEALAND)

Tim David hit a four
from the last ball of the

match to give Australia a
six-wicket win over New
Zealand on Wednesday in
the first Twenty20
international.
New Zealand made 215 for
three batting first in an
innings which included 13
sixes and 10 fours. Captain
Mitch Marsh piloted
Australia’s innings with an
unbeaten 72 from 44 balls
and was man of the match
for his role in Australia’s
third-highest successful
run chase.
But, David took over at the
end, hitting two sixes and a
four from the last three
balls of the 19th over to
leave Australia needing 16
runs from the last six balls.
Veteran seamer Tim
Southee was given the
responsibility of bowling
the last over for New
Zealand as the highest
wicket-taker in T20 cricket.
His first two balls were
wides, then there was a leg
bye and Australia needed
12 from three balls. David
came close to settling the
issue when he just caught
up with a ball from Southee
heading down the leg and
hit a remarkable six behind
square.
That left Australia needing
six from two balls. Marsh
and David ran two from
the penultimate ball of the
innings, leaving Australia
needing a four to win with
David on strike.
Southee bowled full and
David clubbed the ball
through the mid-wicket
and just wide of Glenn
Phillips’ despairing dive to
the boundary. David
finished 31 not out from
only 10 balls.
“It was a very good wicket
and I felt we were just on
the run rate right through
the innings,” Marsh said.
“There was no doubt if we
were going to chase down
216 we were going to need
a bit of luck.
“That was just a great game
of cricket to start the series.
These two teams have
played a lot of great games
over time and it’s really nice
to be on the right end of it
tonight.”
Australia’s 216 for four was
its third-highest successful
run chase in T20s.
Earlier, Devon Conway and
Rachin Ravindra put on
113 from 66 balls for the
third wicket to lift New
Zealand to 215 for three as
it batted first. 
Conway broke a form

slump with an innings of
63 from 46 balls. It was
Conway’s first half-century
in 23 innings across all
formats.
Ravindra came into the
New Zealand team as a
placeholder for Kane
Williamson who is absent
awaiting the birth of his
third child. He staked a
strong claim for a place in
New Zealand’s squad for
the Twenty20 World Cup
later this year, hitting six
sixes in an innings of 68
from 35 balls.
The New Zealand innings
was given an explosive start
by Finn Allen who made 32
from 17 balls in a 66-run
opening partnership with
Conway. Glenn Phillips
finished 19 not out, Mark
Chapman 18 not out and
every New Zealand batter
hit at least a six.
New Zealand captain
Mitchell Santner decided to
bat on winning the toss on
a new drop-in pitch at Sky
Stadium.
Allen missed at times early
in his innings but settled
into his work and hit three
sixes and two fours in an
innings of only 17 balls.
He hit the first six of the
match from the second
over, bowled by Josh
Hazlewood, then hit two
sixes and 20 runs from the
third over, bowled by
Glenn Maxwell. Allen hit
another off Pat Cummins
in his first over which
yielded 15 runs as New
Zealand reached 50 from
only 3.5 overs.
He was out inside inside
the power play when New
Zealand was on 62. After
six overs it was 68 for one.
The New Zealand run rate
dropped a little after the
power play as the
Australian bowlers made
good use of slower
deliveries. But, Conway
and Ravindra stepped
things up again and
Conway reached his half-
century, his 10th in T20s
and third against Australia,
from 34 balls.
Ravindra followed him to a
50 from 29 balls amid a
barrage of sixes. Ravindra
was out to the last ball of
the 16th over and Conway
to the first ball of the next
over.
Santner appeared to have
produced a key play near
the end when he bowled
the 17th over, conceding
only three runs and taking
the wicket of Josh Inglis
(20). But, David came to
the crease, hit the ball out
of the middle from the start
and clinched the game for
Australia.

PTI ■ DUBAI

Former India cricketer
Lalchand Rajput has been

appointed head coach of the
United Arab Emirates men’s
team for three years,
replacing Pakistan’s
Mudassar Nazar.
Rajput’s first assignment
with the side will be the ICC
Cricket World Cup League 2
tri-series against Scotland
and Canada, being hosted in
the UAE from February 28.
It will be followed by a three-
match T20I series against
Scotland at home next
month.
The 62-year-old Rajput’s
appointment comes in the
backdrop of UAE failing to
make it to the T20 World
Cup to be held in the West
Indies and the USA this year.
“UAE has emerged as one of
the stronger Associate
Members in recent years,
and the players have put in
some good performances in
both ODIs and T20Is. The
current batch is
exceptionally talented, and I
look forward to working
with them and further
harnessing their cricket
skills,” Rajput, who played
two Tests and four ODIs for
India, said in an Emirates
Cricket Board release on
Wednesday.
“I am confident that the
boys, buoyed by their

exposure to top-quality
cricket and practice facilities
here in Dubai, will continue
to prosper. UAE cricket has a
very bright future and my
goal would be to make the
team perform more
consistently and take them
to the next level which I am
very confident they are fully
capable of,” he added.
Rajput was India coach when
the team won the inaugural
T20 World Cup in 2007. He
also had a coaching stint
with Afghanistan between
2016-17, during which the
ICC granted the country Test
status.
His last stint as coach was
with Zimbabwe (2018-22),
helping the side qualify for
the 2022 T20 World Cup in
Australia, where the
Chevrons made it to the
Super-12 stage. 

PTI ■ RANCHI

England would not mind a
rank turner in the fourth

Test because assistance to
spinners from the word go
will make it a level-playing
field, vice captain Ollie Pope
said on Wednesday.
The Tests in Hyderabad,
Visakhapatnam and Rajkot all
had sporting pitches, which
were not predominantly spin-
friendly and had something
for everyone.
“If it does spin from ball one,
it takes the toss out of the
equation, then it’s an even
playing field,” Pope told
reporters here.
“A lot of the time the wicket
starts out flat and then
deteriorates. We won the first

game batting first, India the
last two batting first. It doesn’t
define the result if you bat
first on slightly flatter wicket
but it does give you an
advantage,” he added.
Pope, one of the heroes for
England in Hyderabad, feels
that a wicket offering good
turn will provide them with
wicket-taking options. 
“If it does do a fare bit like we
expect it to then it gets us into
the game. We have got some
young spinners, they have
bowled well in some pretty
good surfaces. It definitely
give us wicket taking
opportunities.They have done
a good job on flat wickets as
well.” 
Pope had used the sweep shot
to blunt the effectiveness of

Indian spinners to score a
majestic 196 and fashion
England’s victory in the
series-opener.
“Personally, when the ball is
doing more your best batter is
trying to hit the bowler,
trying to get him to bowl off

his length. It helps if you try
to put pressure on the bowler
like we did in Hyderabad.
“If it’s spinning we will see
more sweep shots, innovative
shots. We have realised that
the threats that they pose on
spinning wickets, the likes of

Jadeja, Ashwin and Kuldeep.
“Our best bet is to put them
under pressure like we did in
Hyderabad in the second
innings. That can give us a
large amount of confidence
going to the test if it does end
spinning a lot like it did then.”
With India resting Jasprit
Bumrah, Pope feels the hosts
can opt to field a fourth
spinner in Axar Patel. 
“Potentially (India will bring
fourth spinner), we got to see
what they do once they see
the wicket and train this
afternoon. See what they want
from the pitch, if they want
some grass left. 
“They have watered the pitch
so potentially an extra spinner
could be seen from India.
With Jasprit missing they

might go down that avenue,
Axar Patel is definitely an
option for them.”
Talking about the pitch, he
said it looks “platey”
“The pitch looks interesting,
very ‘platey’. The cracks in the
wicket aren’t just cracks, there
are separate bits of ground
that could open up with a lot
of sun on them. The ball
could deviate more off them if
they open up like we expect
them to.”

Stokes can bowl in Ranchi
Initially he had said that he
won’t be rolling over his arm
in this series but England
skipper Ben Stokes, who
hasn’t bowled since June, has
hinted at resuming his all-
rounder duties after the

colossal 434-run loss in the
Rajkot Test.
The fast-bowling all-rounder
was seen bowling during the
training session here on
Wednesday. 
“There is definitely a chance,
but he has not confirmed yet
even in the changing room.
He’s had a good bowl against
our batters,” said Pope. 
“Let’s see how he pulls up
tomorrow and see how he
goes and if that’s good we can
see a ball in his hand,” Pope
added. ‘s first innings, has met
Dhoni only once during his
first year in the IPL for
Rajasthan Royals in 2021.
But the 23-year-old stumper
aspires to meet Dhoni again
and pick his brains as much as
possible.

“It is always my dream to
meet Mahi bhai. The last I
met him was in IPL, but I
wanted to meet him in India
jersey. Whenever I spoke to
him, I got to learn some
things and that helped a lot in
my cricket,” Jurel told
BCCI.TV.
“I will try to meet Mahi bhai
in Ranchi and talk to him.”
Jurel recollected his first
meeting with Dhoni during
IPL 2021.
“I was just watching him and
stood up, like ‘is this MS
Dhoni standing in front of
me’. That was the first time I
interacted with MS Dhoni, so
I was just pinching myself, ‘Is
this a dream?’ I met him in
2021, I guess, my first year of
IPL,” he said.

PTI ■ DUBAI

Young India opener
Yashasvi Jaiswal on

Wednesday broke into the
top-20 of the ICC Test
Rankings, rising 14 spots to
15th in the batting charts after
scoring back-to-back double
centuries in the ongoing
series against England.
The 22-year-old left-hander
joined a select band of seven
cricketers to score double
centuries in two consecutive
Tests including two Indians --
Vinod Kambli and Virat
Kohli. Jaiswal scored 209 in
India’s first innings in the
second Test at
Visakhapatnam and then hit
unbeaten 214 runs in the
second essay at Rajkot to
contribute in the home team’s
massive 434-run victory over
England that took them 2-1
up in the series.
Ravindra Jadeja, who was the
player-of-the-match in
Rajkot, also climbed up in the
batting rankings from 41st to
34th position after his knock
of 112 in the first innings, the
ICC said in a statement.
He also returned with a
seven-wicket match haul that
lifted him three places to sixth
in the bowling rankings.
Veteran off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin, who
entered the elite 500 Test
wicket club at Rajkot, climbed
a rung to the second position
behind pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah.

Jadeja and Ashwin continued
to hold on to the first two
spots in the Test all-rounders
rankings. Jadeja consolidated
his position among the all-
rounders, going from 416 to a
career-best 469 rating points.
India captain Rohit Sharma
moved up one spot to 12th in
the batting list after scoring
131 in the first innings at
Rajkot, while Shubman Gill
(91) progressed three places

to 35th after coming close to a
century in the second
innings. Debutants Sarfaraz
Khan and Dhruv Jurel also
entered the rankings in 75th
and 100th positions,
respectively. Star batter Virat
Kohli, who is not playing in
the series due to personal
reasons, remains the only
Indian in top-10 batters’ chart
at the seventh spot.
For England, opener Ben

Duckett’s quickfire 153 in the
first innings lifted him 12
places to 13th.
New Zealand’s Kane
Wiliamson strengthened his
position at the top of the
batting rankings after notching
a century against South Africa,
his seventh in seven Tests,
joining Aravinda de Silva,
Mohammad Yousuf and Clyde
Walcott as the only players to
have achieved the unique feat.

Australia snatches
last ball win over
New Zealand 
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