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The walkathon led by K
Surendran, president of

the Kerala BJP, which began
in Kasaragod on January 27,
is yet to garner any response
from the State's electorate.
The Pada Yatra (walkathon)
serves as a prelude to the
BJP's campaign for the
upcoming Lok Sabha election
and revolves around the
theme "Modi's Guarantee," a
term coined by the Prime
Minister during his visit to
Thrissur on January 3.
The poor turnout at
meetings addressed by
Surendran highlights the fact
that the Kerala BJP, without
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, lacks significant
support in the State. The
public meeting took an
unexpected turn on Monday
evening when film actor
Suresh Gopi, who addressed
the Kannur stretch of the
Yatra, announced that the
Uniform Civil Code would be
implemented immediately
after the results of the 2024
polls are declared.
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At least three CRPF
personnel, including two

commandos of its elite jungle
warfare unit CoBRA, were
killed and 14 others injured in
an encounter with Naxalites
along the border of Sukma
and Bijapur districts of
Chhattisgarh on Tuesday,
police said. Among the three
slain personnel, two belonged
to the CoBRA's 201st
battalion and one to the
CRPF's 150th battalion.
The Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action (CoBRA) is
the elite jungle warfare unit of
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF). The exchange
of fire occurred near the
Tekalgudem village when a
joint team of security
personnel was out on a search
operation, Inspector General
of Police Sundarraj P said.
On Monday, a new camp of
security personnel was set up
in Tekalgudem, a Maoist
stronghold along the inter-
district border, around 450
km away from Raipur, he said.
After setting up the camp, the
personnel of the STF, District
Reserve Guard and CoBRA,
were carrying out a search in
nearby Jonaguda-Aliguda
villages when Naxals opened
fire, he said.
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After Bihar, it is now
Jharkhand, its
neighbouring State, that is

heading towards political
uncertainty. On Tuesday, Chief
Minister Hemant Soren, who was
evading questioning by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED),
convened a meeting with his
party leaders and ministers. His
wife was also present, giving
indications that Soren may hand
over the baton to his family. 
There is also speculation that
Soren could be arrested by the ED
if he appears before them for
questioning on January 31. In
Patna, former Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Tejashwi Yadav on
Tuesday appeared before the ED
for questioning in a money-
laundering case linked to the
alleged land-for-jobs scam, a day
after his father and Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) chief Lalu
Prasad appeared before it.
Soren ended the suspense over his
whereabouts after he resurfaced
in Jharkhand's capital Ranchi on
Tuesday, after probe agency
officials failed to locate him for
nearly 30 hours. The
reappearance of JMM chief comes
amid frenetic political
developments in Ranchi and
Delhi. 
Travelling in his official car, Soren
smiled and waved at the media
persons amid intense speculation
of his whereabouts.

Soren chaired a closed-door
meeting with MLAs and
Ministers of the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha-led ruling alliance and
asked all the party MLAs and that
of its alliance partners Congress
and RJD to stay in the State
capital in view of the political
situation until further
instructions. 
Soren's wife, Kalpana Soren, was

also present amid a strong buzz
that she could take up the reins of
the Government if he is arrested.
Earlier in the day, Governor CP
Radhakrishnan who has
repeatedly expressed displeasure
over the "deteriorating law and
order" in the State, called Chief
Secretary Lalbiaktluanga
Khiangte, and Director General
of Police Ajay Kumar Singh at the

Raj Bhavan here to take stock of
the situation. After the meeting,
the DGP said, "Elaborate security
arrangements have been made
across the State to maintain law
and order, including deployment
of an additional 7,000
policemen."
Prohibitory orders have also been
clamped in key areas of Ranchi,
including areas near the CM

House, Raj Bhavan and ED office,
from 10 am to 10 pm, officials
said.
Demonstrations, rallies or
meetings cannot be held in and
around these areas.
BJP MP Nishikant Dubey has
claimed that Kalpana Soren may
replace husband Hemant, and it's
for this purpose only that the
alliance MLAs have been
instructed to remain in Ranchi.
Dubey said Hemant has called all
allied MLAs to reach Ranchi 'with
their luggage.' In a post on X,
Dubey queried how a man who
is absconding will protect the
people of the State. 
"A big piece of advice to those
who are doing wrong on the
instructions of Chief Minister
Hemant Soren: the CM is
proving himself to be a fugitive,
running away from facing the
investigating agency. The man
is facing insults in the country
and abroad all day long. How
will that man protect the
officers or the people of the
State?” he said. 
In the 81-member Assembly,
JMM has 30, Congress 16, RJD
1, while the Opposition BJP has
25, Jharkhand Vikas Morcha 3,
All Jharkhand Students Union 2,
and others 4.
ED officials had reached his Delhi
address on Monday to question
him in a money-laundering case
but could not locate him. The
chartered plane on which he
traveled from Ranchi to Delhi is
parked at Delhi airport. 
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The Budget Session of
Parliament, the last of the

present Lok Sabha, begins on
Wednesday with President
Droupadi Murmu addressing the
joint sitting of the Lower and
Upper Houses, and the
Government urging Opposition
parties to cooperate in the smooth
conduct of the proceedings.
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will present the
Interim Budget on Wednesday,
ahead of the Lok Sabha elections
likely to be held in April-May.
The new Government will
present the full Budget after it
assumes office.
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi said at the meeting
of floor leaders of political parties
in Parliament that Sitharaman
will also present the Budget for
Jammu and Kashmir, which is

under the President's Rule.
Joshi said the main agenda of the
17th Lok Sabha's brief session, set
to conclude on February 9, was the
President's Address, presentation
of the Interim Budget, and the
debate on the Motion of Thanks on
the President's Address with a
reply by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
Opposition leaders raised a host of
issues during the meeting of floor
leaders chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh.
Congress leader K Suresh said the
party would raise the issue of
unemployment, high inflation,
agrarian distress, and the situation
in ethnically violence-hit Manipur
during the session."
Trinamool Congress leader Sudip
Bandyopadhyay said the Finance
Minister should include the
pending dues to West Bengal on
account of various Central
schemes in the Interim Budget.

POLITICAL TURMOIL IN JHARKHAND 
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In a major setback to the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)

and the Congress, the BJP
swept the Chandigarh
Mayoral polls on Tuesday,
retaining the three top posts
in a setback to the AAP and
the Congress which had
contested the elections as
allies. 
BJP candidate Manoj Sonkar
defeated the AAP's Kuldeep
Kumar for the Mayor's post,

polling 16 votes against the 12
won by his rival. Eight votes
were declared invalid.  BJP
nominees Kuljit Sandhu and
Rajinder Sharma were
declared elected to the posts
of senior Deputy Mayor and
Deputy Mayor, respectively. 
AAP leader Raghav Chadha
said they will approach the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court seeking fresh
elections.
The AAP has allied with the
Congress for this civic poll —
pitched as the first real

electoral test of the INDIA
bloc ahead of a Lok Sabha
election in less than three
months’ time but the alliance
failed to deliver. 
The loss has further
weakened the Opposition
group, which is already on the
edge of collapse after two of
its biggest members —
Mamata Banerjee's
Trinamool and Nitish
Kumar's Janata Dal (United)
walked out. In Punjab, the
AAP and the Congress have
indicated that they are

reluctant to contest the Lok
Sabha polls together even
though they are both in the
INDIA grouping. But they
agreed to contest together in
Mayoral elections in
Chandigarh, the Union
Territory that serves as the
Capital of both Punjab and
Haryana.  
As part of the alliance in
Chandigarh, the AAP
contested for the Mayor's post
while the Congress fielded
candidates for the two other
posts.
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While the thoughts and vision
of Mahatma Gandhi remain

the wisdom for governance across
the world, the paths he took around
the globe are remnants that
millions and millions of his
followers cherish, particularly on
the occasion of his martyrdom,
observed as Martyrs’ Day, as done
on Tuesday.
One such memory from the past,
rarely read or known about, is the
place where Mahatma Gandhi, on
August 16, 1908, led 3,000 Muslims,
Hindus, and Christians outside the
Hamidia Mosque at Johannesburg in
South Africa, where they burned
their passes — documents classified
as "non-white" by the Government. 

The punitive action by the British
included imprisonment. The huge
bonfire, lit in a cauldron, marked the
first burning of passes in South
Africa and the beginning of
Gandhi's satyagraha, or passive
resistance, campaign. The place has
been built as "Truth" by senior IFS
officer Anju Ranjan during her
posting (2019-2023) as Consul
General in South Africa and is now
thronged by visitors who relive the
places in South Africa where Gandhi
spent his early years and
transformed himself to lead India
towards Independence four decades
later. "I came to know about the
importance of the venue where the
passes were burnt by Gandhiji. With
the help of locals, I managed to raise
money for developing the Truth

pillar as well as the Tolstoy farm,"
said Anju, currently serving as
Deputy Director General, Indian
Council for Cultural Relations
(ICCR), New Delhi.
The 2002 batch IFS officer was also
instrumental in revamping and
redeveloping the entire Tolstoy farm,
including the library, among several
other perspectives related to Gandhi.
As per various reports, the entire area
of historical importance was
vandalised in the 1970s. Besides the
revival of the Tolstoy farm in
Johannesburg, Anju was instrumental
in generating awareness, organising
for 75 prominent Indian community
members — a Gandhian trail (Tolstoy
to Phoenix) for the first time to mark
the places of Gandhian importance in
South Africa.
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India is home to 718
endangered snow leopards,

as revealed by a first-of-its-
kind scientific survey
spanning five years between
2019 and 2023 across the
Himalayan range. The high-
altitude region of Ladakh
emerged as the prime
sanctuary for the elusive
majestic cats, boasting the
highest number at 477
individuals.
State-wise population
estimates further indicate 124
snow leopards in
Uttarakhand, 51 in Himachal
Pradesh, 36 in Arunachal

Pradesh, 21 in Sikkim, and 9
in Jammu and Kashmir.
The much-anticipated Status
Report of Snow Leopards in
India was released on
Tuesday.
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BJP thrashes AAP, Congress in Chandigarh Mayor Polls 
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Indian Navy came to the
rescue of an Iranian-

flagged fishing vessel and
rescued 19 crew members,
including Pakistanis, after
pirates attacked the ship. 
Coincidentally, it was the
second such effort by the
Indian Navy warship INS
Sumitra in the last 36 hours
in the east of Somalia. The
first rescue also involved an
Iranian fishing vessel, Iman,
on Monday.
In a similar action, the Indian
Navy responded to the
hijacking of a Sri Lankan
fishing vessel in collaboration
with Seychelles defence forces
and the Sri Lanka Navy,
officials said here on Tuesday.

This action was also
undertaken off Somalia.
Providing details, they said a
hijacking incident was
reported onboard the Sri

Lankan-flagged multiday
fishing trawler Lorenzo
Putha 04 about 955 nautical
miles east of Mogadishu,
Somalia. Three pirates had

boarded and hijacked the
fishing trawler on January 27.
The Indian Navy deployed
INS Sharada to locate and
intercept the hijacked fishing
vessel. 
Additionally, efficient
operational coordination and
information sharing through
the Sri Lanka and Seychelles
International Liaison
Officers at IFC IOR, New
Delhi, resulted in the
interception of the hijacked
fishing vessel by SCGS Topaz
in Seychelles EEZ on
Monday.
The three pirates
surrendered to the
Seychelles Coast Guard
(SCG), and all six crew
members are safe, and the
vessel is being escorted to
Mahe, Seychelles.
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Abitter cold, brought on
by a sharp dip in the

minimum temperature
across north India,
compounded the woes of
commuters already affected
by poor visibility. The bone-
chilling cold disrupted daily
life across States.
The 40-day harsh winter
period, known as 'Chilla-i-
Kalan,' ended on Tuesday
with no snowfall in the
plains of Kashmir and
below-normal precipitation
in the higher reaches of the
valley. While there was light
to moderate snowfall in the
higher reaches at the fag-
end of the 40-day period,
most of the Chilla-i-Kalan,
when the chances of
snowfall are maximum and
most frequent, remained
dry. The valley witnessed a
prolonged dry spell this
winter, with no snowfall in
the plains.
During the 40-day harsh
winter period, a cold wave
sweeps the region, and
temperatures drop
considerably, leading to the
freezing of water bodies and
water in supply pipes. The
cold conditions continue in
even after the culmination of
'Chilla-i-Kalan' with a 20-
day 'Chilla-i-Khurd' (small
cold) and a 10-day 'Chilla-i-
Bachha' (baby cold).
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I, Jarnail Singh S/o Late Sh. 

Pritam Singh Ex Hav, No 4434414 

expired 04-11-2020 and my mother 

expired 20-01-2024 R/o #418, Block 

D1, Wembley co-op society, Sector 

91, Mohali, Punjab. declare that Ms. 

Harbhajan Kaur is my sister  who 

was born  from my parents on 

12.06.1971 (being unmarried due to 

disability), at VPO Jaitpur Tehsil 

Garhshankar, Distt Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab. Aadhar Card No of my sister 

871849813129. 

I, Satish Kumar S/o Darshan 

Kumar R/o H.No- 6 Singhwala Road, 

Sarswaati nagar,  Ambala city infrom 

that my Son Gorish is out of my 

control. So  I disown him from my 

movable/immovable properties. if 

anybody deals with him will do so at 

his/her own risk. 

I, Khooblal S/o Jeetan # 28 

Ground floor Palsora Chandigarh 

declare That my son Umesh out of 

my control so I disown him from my 

all moveable/immoveable property. 

anybody deal with him at their own 

risk. 

I, Naresh Kumar S/o Sh. Bal 

Kishan R/o H.No. 689/1, Ward No. 6, 

Shyam Nagar, Sonipat has 

disowned my son Dev Ashish from 

my all movable-immovable property 

as he is out of my control. In future, 

if anybody deals with him, he/she will 

do at their own risk. 

I Kanta Sharma widow 

Parveen Sharma resident of house 

no. 47, Peer Colony, Neelpur 

Rajpura Tehsil Rajpura District 

Patiala evicted my son Sourav 

Sharma and daughter-in-law Jyoti 

Sharma on dated 9.09.2023 through 

Rozana Spokesman and the Pioneer 

newspaper, now they are under my 

control. so I reject/cancel the said 

exclusion. 

I, Guljar Singh s/o Dayal Singh 

#05, Anand Nagar-B, Dalipgarh, 

Ambala Cantt declared that my son 

Sarbjit Singh is out of my control so 

I disown him from my movable and 

immovable properties. Please Note. 

I, Shivani Arora w/o Inderjeet 

Arora #P-55, Subhash Nagar, 

Baldev Nagar, Ambala declared that 

my son Shivam Arora is out of my 

control so I disowned him from my 

movable and immovable properties. 

Please Note. 

I, Parwinder Singh S/o Sh. 

Hardev Singh , R/o House No. 723, 

Sector 11, Ranjit Nagar Kharar, 

Tehsil Kharar District SAS Nagar 

Mohali Punjab inform that my son 

Jaspreet Singh out of my control. I 

disown him from all my moveable 

and Immovable Properties. Anybody 

deals with him at their own Risk. 

I, Janardhan S/o Sukal 

Paswan R/o H.No. 276, Industrial 

Area, Phase-7, Mohali, Punjab 

declare that my son Badal is out of 

my control. I disown him from all my 

moveable/immoveable properties. 

Anybody dealing with him will do so 

at his own risk. 

It is for general information that 

I, Naresh Kumar S/o Dev Raj R/e 

H.No.150, Old Phagawa Road, 

Phase- 1, New Defence Colony, 

Jalandhar Cantt, Jalandhar, Punjab 

144005 declare that name of my wife 

has been wrongly written as Parveen 

in my minor daughter's namely 

Sandhi Kaul aged 17 years in her 

educational documents. The actual 

name of my wife is Parveen Kumari 

respectively which may be amended 

accordingly. 

We Sucha Singh s/o Sh. 

Hoshiyar Singh and Paramjeet Kaur 

W/o Sh. Sucha Singh Both R/o Vill 

Salempur Sekhan, Tehsil Rajpura 

Distt. Patiala declares that Our son 

namely Gurdit Singh is out of our 

control and always creates disputes 

and disturbances in our house, so 

we evict above said Gurdit Singh 

from all of our Moveable and 

immoveable property. Anyone who 

can deal with above said Gurdit 

Singh, will do at their own risk, We 

and Our family will not be 

responsible for it. 

I, Surender Singh S/o Krishan 

Singh, R/o #89 Street No. 4, New 

Sukhram Colony, Patiala(Pb) Inform 

that my daughter Preeti Kumari (age 

20 years) is not under my control. I 

disown/ disinherit her from my all 

movable/ immovable properties. 

Anybody who deals with her will do 

at their own risk. Now I have no 

relation with her. 

I, Sangita Parida Is Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of Army No-

14841917k Rank- Hav/Mt  Gopinath 

Pradhano, Permanent Address-1-

259,Colony, Colony, Chinna Logidi, 

Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh-

532213 Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name From Sangita 

Parida To Porida Sangita.Vide 

Affidavit No-Rd 0021346879, Dated- 

30-1-24 

 ਮ� ਨੀਲਮ ਪੁੱਤਰੀ ਜੋਿਗੰਦਰ ਿਸੰਘ ਵਾਸੀ 

ਪੰਿਜਹਰਾ( ਨਾਲਾਗੜ�) ਿਜ਼ਲ� ਾ ਸੋਲਨ (ਿਹਮਾਚਲ 

ਪ�ਦੇਸ਼) ਸੂਿਚਤ ਕਰਦੀ ਹਾਂ ਿਕ ਮੇਰੇ ਦਸਵੀ ਂਜਮਾਤ 

ਪੰਜਾਬ ਰਾਜ ਸਕੂਲ ਿਸੱਿਖਆ ਬੋਰਡ, ਮਾਰਚ 

2020 ਸਰਟੀਿਫਕੇਟ ਿਵੱਚ ਮੇਰਾ ਨਾਮ ਗ਼ਲਤ 

ਠੀਲਮ ਕੁਮਾਰੀ ਿਲਿਖਆ ਿਗਆ ਹੈ।ਜੋ ਸਹੀ 

ਨਹੀ ਂਹੈ।ਮੇਰਾ ਸਹੀ ਨਾਮ ਨੀਲਮ ਹੈ, ਸੋ ਸਹੀ 

ਨਾਮ ਨੀਲਮ ਿਲਿਖਆ ਜਾਵੇ। 

ਮ� ਅਸ਼ੋਕ ਕੁਮਾਰ ਪੱੁਤਰ ਜੀਤ ਿਸੰਘ ਵਾਸੀ 

ਮਕਾਨ ਨੰ:-12/115, ਿਨਊ ਨਿਹਹ,ੂ ਪਠਾਨਕੋਟ, 

ਤਿਹਸੀਲ ਵਾ ਿਜਲ� ਾ ਪਠਾਨਕੋਟ ਪੰਜਾਬ-

145025, ਸੂਿਚਤ ਕਰਦਾ ਹਾਂ ਿਕ ਮੇਰੀ ਲੜਕੀ 

ਰੰਜਨਾ ਜੋ ਿਕ ਮੇਰੇ ਅਤੇ ਮੇਰੇ ਪਿਰਵਾਰ ਦੇ ਿਕਸ ੇ

ਵੀ ਮ,ਬਰ ਦੇ ਕਿਹਣੇ ਿਵੱਚ ਨਹੀ ਂਹੈ, ਇਸ ਲਈ 

ਉਸ ਨੰੂ  ਮ, ਆਪਣੀ ਚਲੱ-ਅੱਚਲ ਜਾਇਦਾਦ ਤ1 

ਬੇਦਖਲ ਕਰਦਾ ਹਾਂ, ਉਸ ਨਾਲ ਲੈਣ ਦੇਣ ਕਰਨ 

ਵਾਲਾ ਖੁੱਦ ਿਜੰਮੇਵਾਰ ਹੋਵੇਗਾ, ਸਬੰਿਧਤ ਨੋਟ 

ਕਰਨ |  

ਮ� ਕੁਲਿਵੰਦਰ ਿਸੰਘ ਪੁੱਤਰ ਬਲਿਵੰਦਰ 

ਿਸੰਘ ਵਾਸੀ ਮਕਾਨ ਨੰਬਰ-੩੬, ਗਲੀ ਨੰਬਰ-੨, 

ਮਜੀਠਾ ਰੋਡ ਮੂਨ ਐਵੀਿਨਊ ਿਜਲ� ਾ ਅੰਿਮ�ਤਸਰ 

ਸੂਿਚਤ ਕਰਦਾ ਹਾਂ ਿਕ ਮੇਰਾ ਲੜਕਾ ਸੁਖਦੀਪ 

ਿਸੰਘ ਅਤੇ ਉਸ ਦੀ ਪਤਨੀ ਹਰਜੀਤ ਕੌਰ ਜ ੋਿਕ 

ਮੇਰੇ ਕਿਹਣੇ ਤ1 ਬਾਹਰ ਹਨ, ਨੰੂ ਆਪਣੀ ਸਾਰੀ 

ਚੱਲ-ਅਚੱਲ ਜਾਇਦਾਦ ਤ1 ਬੇਦਖਲ ਕਰਦਾ ਹਾਂ। 

ਉਨ�ਾਂ ਨਾਲ ਲੈਣ-ਦੇਣ ਕਰਨ ਵਾਲਾ ਖੁਦ 

ਿਜੰਮੇਵਾਰ ਹੋਵੇਗਾ। ਮੇਰੀ ਅਤੇ ਮੇਰੇ ਪਿਰਵਾਰ ਦੀ 

ਕੋਈ ਿਜੰਮੇਵਾਰੀ ਨਹੀ ਂ ਹੋਵੇਗੀ। ਸੰਬੰਧਤ ਨੋਟ 

ਕਰਨ। 

I, Saurav Chaudhary S/o Zile 

Singh R/o #51, Sector-17, 

Panchkula have changed my name 

from Saurav Chaudhary to Rohit 

Chaudhary. 

I, Reetu Rani w/o Narender 

Kumar r/o #09, Village Bastali, 

District Karnal, Haryana have 

changed my name from Reetu Rani 

to Reetu. In future I should be 

known as Reetu. 

I, Urmila Devi w/o Rajesh 

Kumar r/o Ward No.5, Nissing, Sub 

Tehsil Nissing Distt. Karnal 

(Haryana) have changed my name 

from Urmila to Urmila Devi. In future 

I should be known as Urmila Devi. 

I, Randhir Singh s/o Tejpal 

Singh r/o Rajound, Sub Tehsil 

Rajound, Distt. Kaithal (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Randhir Singh Rana to Randhir 

Singh. In future I should be known 

as Randhir Singh. 

I,  Number 14842160Y  NK/HK  

Narottam Kumar Rathore  S/o Late 

Manoher Charan Rathore  #434 

Gorakpur, Madhya Pradesh, declare 

that my mother's  Savitri Rathore  

DOB wrongly written 01-07-1956 in 

my army service record.  Correct 

DOB is 12-04-1956. 

I, Sonika W/o Parveen Kumar 

R/o A1/2, Ground Floor, DLF Valley, 

PKUC, Sector-3, Panchkula 

(Haryana) have changed my name 

from Sonika to Sonika Malik. 

I, Rajinder Kumar S/o Late 

Sh. Badri Nath Arora R/o House No. 

3392,  Sector 22D, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Rajinder 

Kumar to Rajinder Kumar Arora. 

I, Sukhwinder Singh Panjeta 

S/o Jasmer Singh R/o VPO Alahar, 

Distt Yamuna Nagar have changed 

my name from Sukhwinder Singh 

Panjeta to Sukhwinder Singh. In 

future I shall be known as 

Sukhwinder Singh. 

I, No. 6654417A Ex Hav 

Baldev Singh S/o Sh. Ram Parkash, 

VPO Bag Mahanthan, Hariana, 

Tehsil & Distt. Hoshiarpur (PB). My 

wife's name should be amended 

from Kamaljit to Kamla Devi and 

date of birth is 10-09- 1948 to 30-08-

1947 in my army record. Concern 

Note. 

I Anjali D/o Satish Kumar R/o 

Village Rania, Distt. Gurdaspur, 

Punjab  have changed my name 

from Anjali to Anjali Nahar 

Concerned note. 

I, Manjeet, W/O Baldev Singh, 

S/O Prem Singh, R/O Gali No. 4, 

Janakpuri Colony, Karnal Road, 

Kaithal, Tehsil And District, Kaithal, 

Informs That I Have Changed My 

Name From Manjeet Rani To 

Manjeet. Call Me Manjeet In Future. 

I, Rakesh Kumar Agarwal 

(New Name)Son Of Sh. Radhey Lal 

Agarwal Resident of Flat No. E-1, 

Dev Bhoomi Green Valley 

Apartment, Deonghat, Post office 

Saproon, Tehsil-District Solan 

Himachal Pradesh declare that I 

have Changed my name from 

Rakesh Agarwal (Previous Name) to 

Rakesh Kumar Agarwal (New 

Name). All concerned Please May 

note. 

I, Sakshi Devender Jain, D/o 

Devender Sumerchand Jain, R/o, H. 

No.607/24, Chander Kala Bhawan, 

mission Road, Sonipat, Haryana, 

131001, have changed my name 

from Sakshi Devender Jain D/O 

Devender Sumerchand Jain to 

Sakshi Jain D/o Devender Jain for 

all future purposes. Concerned note. 

I, Neeraj S/o Rajender Prasad 

Bansal R/o #397, Sector-6, Part-1, 

Dharuhera, Near Police Choki, 

Malpura, Distt.Rewari (Haryana) 

have changed my name from Neeraj 

to Neeraj Bansal. 

I, Balam Singh S/O Diwan 

Singh Negi R/O House No-1884, 

Phase-2, Ram Darbar, Chandigarh 

have changed my name to Balam 

Singh Negi. 

I, Javed Ahmed S/o Abdul 

Ahad Rather# 193-B, Bapu Dham 

Colony, Sector - 26, Chandigarh 

have Changed my name to Javed 

Ahmed Rather. 

I, Manoj Singh S/O Balam 

Singh Negi R/O 503 Block 1st, SBP 

GOD, Patiala Road, Zirakpur  have 

changed my name to Manoj Singh 

Negi. 

I, Nisha W/o Surinder Kumar 

#1509, 2nd floor, Sector 38B, 

Chandigarh have Changed my 

name to Kranti Devi. 

I, Rajni Khero  D/O Vikram 

Singh W/O Deepak Kumar # 

720/15, Bapu Dham Colony, Sector 

26, Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Rajni. 

I, Rimpy D/o Sh. Radhe 

Kishan # 4783/3 sector 38 West, 

Chandigarh have changed my  

name to Rimpy Garg. 

I, Sobha W/o Nasib Singh # 

1372/1, Sector 30B, Chandigarh 

have Changed my name to Shobha. 

I Himmat Singh S/o Late  

Mohinder Singh R/o # 875, Sector- 

26 Panchkula Haryana  have 

changed my name to Himmat Singh 

Malik. 

I, Swarn Kaur W/o Sh. Bhagat 

Singh R/o H No. 1961/3, Behind fort, 

Manimajra, sector 13 Chandigarh 

have changed my name from Swarn 

Kaur to Swaran Kaur. 

I, Rosy w/o Jasmeet Singh R/o 

#04, D.C. Colony, Near Modern 

Maruti Showroom, Meerut Road, 

Karnal (Haryana) have changed my 

name from Rosy to Rosy Singh. 

I, Rajni Devi w/o Pardeep 

Singh R/o Village Kawi, Distt. 

Panipat have changed my name 

from Rajni to Rajni Devi. In future, I 

should be known as Rajni Devi. 

I, Jagmeet Singh S/o Man 

Singh R/o Bhangwan, Kotla Gujjran, 

Amritsar, Punjab 143606 have 

changed my name from Jagmeet 

Singh to Singh is my surname and 

Jagmeet is my given name. 

I, Rajesh Mittal, S/O Prem 

Chand, R/O Water Workers Road, 

Narwana District Jind, declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Rajesh Mittal to Rajesh Kumar. 

I, Swyam Parkash S/o Ajit 

Prasad House No. 13/61, Dhobi 

Mohalla, Karnal Haryana have 

changed my name from Swyam 

Parkash to Shammi. 

I, Jyoti Sangwan W/o Sh. 

Vishal Duhan, R/O village 

Bhadsaun, Tehsil Indri, District 

Karnal have changed my name 

from Jyoti to Jyoti Sangwan. Jyoti 

and Jyoti Sangwan is same person. 

I, Sudesh Kumar S/o 

Amarnath R/o 427/6, Pardhanawas, 

Ganaur, Sonipat declares that 

Sudesh Mehta & Sudesh Kumar 

both are my names. In future, I shall 

be known as Sudesh Kumar.  

I Poonam Devi W/o Sh. 

Praveen Atri R/o H. No. 601, Sector 

06, Hooda, Panipat, i have changed 

my name from Poonam Devi to 

Poonam Atri for all future purposes. 

I, No. 2880916, Ex. Havldar 

Suresh Kumar S/o Kapoor Singh 

R/o village Mandi tehsil 

Israna,Panipat declare that in my 

army service record, my son's name 

is recorded as Achhai Kumar, which 

is wrong. The correct name of my 

son is Akshay. Therefore, the 

correct name of my son should be 

changed to Akshay in the army 

service records.  

I, Rajeev Sarpal S/o Raj 

Kumar Sarpal R/O 879, Hukam 

Singh Road, Amritsar have changed 

my name from Rajeev Sarpal to 

Rajiv Sarpal. 

I Paramjeet Kaur W/o 

Sukhdev Singh, House No. 5, 

Police Colony, Sector 13, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Paramjeet Kaur to 

Parmjeet Kaur. 

I, Monika Rani W/O Lalit 

Kumar, R/O Near Shiv Mandir, Lalru 

Mandi, Distt- Sas Nagar Mohali, 

Punjab 140501, That I Have To  

Change My Name Monika Ahuja To 

Monika Rani For All Purposes, For 

All Future Purposes. 

I, Roopsolony Alias 

Roopsalony  D/O Sh.Jagdish 

Karwasra R/O  Vpo Nathusari Sirsa    

Haryana Have Changed My Name 

From Roopsolony Alias Roopsalony  

To  Roop Salony 

I Manoj Kumar S/O Dhara 

Singh, R/O 243/1 Sugar Mill Colony, 

Yamunanagar . That I Have Change 

My Name From Manoj Kumar To 

Manoj Kumar Verma. 

I Jatinder Singh S/O Gurnam 

Singh R/O H.No- 171, Village- 

Mankyan, Po Ramgarh, Tehsil And 

Distt. Panchkula, Have Changed 

My Name From Jatinder Singh To 

Jetinder Singh. 

I, Reena Kumari W/O Sh. 

Ashwani Kumar Sood R/O  

H.No.241 Sector-7 Panchkula 

Haryana Have Changed My Name 

From Reena Kumari  To  Reena 

Sood 

I Jaideep Gulia S/O Rajiv 

Kumar R/O Pana Choudhran, Near 

Choupal, Badli (72) Badli, Distt 

Jhajjar, Haryana Have Changed My 

Name From Jaideep To Jaideep 

Gulia For All Future Purposes. 

I, Naveen S/O Sh. Ram Niwas 

R/O Vpo Tehsil And Distt. Bhiwani, 

Haryana, Have Changed Name Of 

My Minor Son Bhushan Aged 3 

Years To Aditya N Rao. 

I, Rajesh S/O Ram Kishan 

R/O Dhigana (47), Jind, Haryana-

126114, Have Changed Name Of 

My Minor Son Tejas Aged 11 Years 

To Tejas Nimot. 

I, Sunil Kumar S/O Ram 

Kishan R/O Dhigana (47), Jind, 

Haryana-126114, Have Changed 

Name Of My Minor Son Asmit Aged 

11 Years To Asmit Nimot. 

I, Kanika Bansal W/o Tarun 

Bansal R/o H.No.182, Sector 12, 

Huda, Panipat declared that after 

my marriage I have changed my 

name from Kanika Goyal to Kanika 

Bansal, for all future purposes. 

I, Hitherto Known As Vashisht 

Kumar Son Of Babu Lal Goenka 

Residing At H.No.Hm-25, Housing 

Board Colony, Green Avenue, 

Amritsar-143001 Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Vashisht 

Goenka. 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Sukhmander Singh Sidhu Son Of 

Gurdit Singh Residing At Village 

Varnala, Tehsil Zira, District 

Ferozepur-142047 Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As 

Sukhmander Singh. 

I, Hitherto Known As Shanti 

Sidhu Wife Of Sukhmander Singh 

Residing At Village Varnala, Tehsil 

Zira, District Ferozepur-142047 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

And Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Shanti. 

I, Harpreet Kaur Dhunna Wife 

Of Pardeep Singh Residing Of 

Village Hardasa, Tehsil Zira, District 

Ferozepur-142050, Have Changed 

The Name Of My Minor Daughter 

Rajveer Kaur Dhunna Aged 10 

Years And He Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Rajveer Kaur. 

I, Hitherto Known As Naresh 

Wife Of Kanwaljit Sharma Residing 

At H.No.475, New Golden Avenue, 

Near Joura Phatak, District 

Amritsar-143001 Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Naresh 

Bala.  

I, Hitherto Known As 

Khushwinder Singh Brar Son Of 

Parminder Singh Residing At Vpo 

Mahanbadhar Tehsil And District 

Sri Muktsar Sahib-152032  Punjab 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As 

Khushwinder Singh. 

I, Hitherto Known As Jarnail 

Singh Son Of Harbans Singh 

Residing Village Pindi Saidan Po 

Kalanaur, District Gurdaspur-

143512 Punjab Have Changed My 

Name And Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Jarnail Singh Bajwa. 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Ramandeep Kaur Wife Of Jarnail 

Singh Bajwa Residing Village Pindi 

Saidan Po Kalanaur, District 

Gurdaspur-143512 Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As 

Ramandeep Kaur Bajwa. 

I, Hitherto Known As Raj 

Bahadar Singh Ghumman Son Of 

Jasbir Singh Residing At Near I.T.I 

Vpo Kalanaur District Gurdaspur-

143512  Punjab Have Changed My 

Name And Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Raj Bahadar Singh.  

I, Varun Arora S/O Ram 

Saran Arora R/O H.No.F9/2421, 

Gali No.1, Shastri Nagar, Gopal 

Nagar, Majitha Road, Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name Varun Is 

My Given Name And Arora Is My 

Surname 

I, Alka W/O Sanjeev Kumar 

R/O Plot No.61, Gali No.3, Preet 

Avenue Village Bharariwal Gagan 

Kirana Store Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Alka To 

Alka Sharma 

I Daljit Singh S/O Jasbir 

Singh R/O Vpo Rampur Bhutwind 

Tehsil Khadur Sahib Tarn Taran 

Have Changed My Name From 

Daljit Singh To Given Name Daljit 

Surname Singh 

I, Baljinder Singh S/O Amrik 

Singh R/O Village Malia District 

Tarn Taran Have Changed My 

Name Bajinder Is My Given Name 

And Singh Is My Surname 

I Daljeet Kaur W/O S. Inderjit 

Singh Resident Of H.No-534, Kirpa 

Nagar Naraingarh Chheharta Distt. 

Amritsar 143001 Have Changed 

My Name From Daljeet Kaur To 

Daljit Kaur. All Concerned Please 

Note. 

I Gurbhej Singh S/O 

Sulakhan Singh R/O Vill Dheriwal 

Daroga Distt Gurdaspur 143518 

Punjab, India Declare That Gurbhej 

Is My Given Name And Singh Is My 

Surname 

I, Kawaljit Kaur W/O 

Gurwinder Singh R/O 134, 

Ghanupur Kale Road, Max City 

Colony Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Kawaljit Kaur To 

Kanwaljit Kaur 

In My Father Jc-542417k Sub 

Narendra Singh 21 Kumaon 

Services Documents My Name 

Wrongly Written As Abhisesh Singh 

Janoti, Which Needs To Be 

Corrected As Abishek Singh Janoti. 

Abishek Singh Janoti Resident Of 

Kande Thapliya, Bageshwar, 

Uttarakhand 

In My Services Documents My 

Son’s Name Wrongly Written As 

Ajay Singh Janoti, Which Needs To 

Be Corrected As Ajay Singh. I, No. 

Jc-542417k Sub Narendra Singh, 

21 Kumaon 

In My Son 4195905y Hav 

Kailash Singh 21 Kumaon Services 

Documents My Name Wrongly 

Written As Mohini Devi, Which 

Needs To Be Corrected As Mohani 

Devi. Mohani Devi Resident Of 

Dofar, Bageshwar, Uttarakhand 

In My Son 4195905y Hav 

Kailash Singh 21 Kumaon Services 

Documents My Name Wrongly 

Written As Darwan Singh, Which 

Needs To Be Corrected As Darwan 

Singh Kalakoti. Darwan Singh 

Kalakoti Resident Of Dofar, 

Bageshwar, Uttarakhand 

I, Gurbakhash Singh S/O 

Muktar Singh R/O Village Burj 195, 

Po Chabhal Tehsil And District Tarn 

Taran Have Changed My Name 

From Gurbakhash Singh To 

Gurbakhsh Singh 

I, Jatin Sharma S/O Sanjeev 

Kumar R/O H.No.31, Akash 

Avenue Near Panther Public 

School Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name Jatin Is My Given Name And 

Sharma Is My Surname 

I, Raman S/O Babbu R/O 

Ward No.2, Gandhi Nagar, Vpo 

Raja Sansi, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Raman 

To Raman Gill 

I Kamaldeep Kaur Dhillon 

W/O Jaspal Singh R/O  387, D 

Block Ranjit Avenue Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name To Kamaldeep. 

I, hitherto Known as Babli @ 

Ramrati W/o Baljeet R/o H.No. 

1370/20 Ekta Colony, Near Bittu 

Kiryana Store, Rohtak -124001, 

Haryana declare that Babli @ 

Ramrati W/o Baljeet both name are 

same and one person. Now I have 

changed my name and Shall 

hereafter be known as Babli. 

I Som Dutt Atri S/o Sh.Ram 

Bilas R/o H. No. 601, Sector 06, 

Hooda, Panipat, i have changed 

my name from Som Dutt Atri to 

Som Dutt Attri for all future 

purposes. 

I, Ashok Kumar Jain S/o Sh. 

Moti Sagar Jain R/o H. No. 1195, 

Sector 14, Hisar (Haryana) declare 

that I have changed my name from 

Ashok Kumar Jain to Ashok Jain  

for future purpose. 

I, Rita Rani W/o Sh. Vikas 

Jindal R/o H. No. 3142, Near 

Boosting Station, Sector 14, Part-

2, Hisar (Haryana) declare that I 

have changed my name from Rita 

Rani to Reeta Jindal for future 

purpose. 

I, Simi Rejith Wife of No. 

15511773P Rank SWR Name Rejith 

Raj R/o Vill. Seethathode, PO 

Gurunathanmannu, Teh. Konni, 

Distt. Pathanamthitta, Kerala-

689667 have changed my name in 

my husband army record from Simi 

Rejith to Simi Chachikutty vide 

affidavit dated 30-01-2024 before 

Session Court Hisar. 

I, Pawan Kumar S/o Krishan 

Kumar R/o VPO Chikanwas, Tehsil 

and Distt. Hisar declare that in my 

school documents and all Identity 

Proof my name is mentioned as 

Pawan Krishan. I have changed my 

name from Pawan Krishan to Pawan 

Kumar. In future, I will be known as 

Pawan Kumar.  

I, Savitri Devi W/o Jagdish 

Chander R/o Amar Colony, Sirsama 

Tehsil Thanesar, District 

Kurukshetra, declare that I am 

known by two names: Savitri Devi 

and Amarjeet Kaur. Now Call me as 

Savitri Devi. 

I, Shammi Lata W/o GS 

160940K Sup BR-11 Swinder Pal of 

Unit 69 RCC (GRFF) C/o 56APO, 

Resident of Village New Gugran, 

PO.Sujanpur, Tehsil And District 

Pathankot (Punjab)-145023, Declare 

That My Husband Service Record 

My Date of Birth Wrongly Entered As 

19/02/1971, Instead of 12/12/1971, 

Kindly So Correct It. 

I Sarabjeet Kaur W/O Janral 

Singh R/O Plot No 2, Nanakpura, 

Bhunna Distt. Kaithal  I Have 

Changed My Name Sarabjeet 

Surname Kaur. 

I, Malkit Singh S/o Gurdial 

Singh R/o Vill Narike Tehsil and Distt. 

Malerkotla, have changed my name 

to Malkeet Singh. 

I, Surjit Kaur Alias Parwinder 

Kaur  W/o Karam Singh, Ibrahimpur, 

Shahid Bhagat Singh Nagar, have 

changed name to Parwinder Kaur 

I, Rajinder Kaur Bamrah W/o 

Jaswinder Singh, B002/09456, Gali 

No. 3, Mehak Nagar, Kharar, Mohali, 

have changed name to Rajinder 

Kaur 

I, Jagroop Arora S/O Gulshan 

Kumar R/O #2051, Old Post Office, 

Gali Tarkhana Wali, Jandiala Guru 

Tehsil And Distt Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Jagroop 

Singh To Jagroop Arora. 

I Phool Chander S/o Sohan 

Lal, Resident of House No. 1201, 

Sector 8-C, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Phool 

Chander to Phool Chand. 

I, Revti Prasad Gautam S/o 

Chander Shekhar Prasad Gautam 

R/o Devi Colony, Parsu Ram Mandir, 

Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar declares that in 

my SBI Bank Account my name & 

my father's name were wrongly 

entered as Rewati Mishra S/o 

Chander Shekhar Prasad Mishra. 

But our actual names are Revti 

Prasad Gautam S/o Chander 

Shekhar Prasad Gautam (As per 

Aadhar Card No. 939286696416). 

Please correct it. 

I, Deepika W/o Sh. Aditya 

Goyal, R/o Suncity Heights Ladhot 

Road, Sector-36A Rohtak Haryana 

declare That I have changed my 

name from Deepika to Deepika 

Goyal. In future I will be called by the 

name of Deepika Goyal for all 

purposes. 

I, Dinesh Kumar Ex. Sainik No. 

1486644L Rank SPR s/o Nathu Ram 

r/o Village Boswal, Post Office  

Ayalki, Tehsil & District Fatehabd in 

my Army discharge book my son 

name mentioned as Uday Singh & in 

his documents name mentioned as 

Uday Singh. But in record office 

Bengal Engineers Group and Centre 

Roorke his name mentioned as Udai 

Singh. Now I want to make it correct 

in record office Bengal Engineers 

Group and Centre Roorke as Uday 

Singh. 

I, Subhash Chand S/o 

sh.Kanha Ram  r/o vill. Chapla Mori, 

Tehsil & District Fatehabad declares 

that names of mine & my wife has 

been wrongly written in my minor 

daughter Aarzoo's 10th class 

educational documents is Subhash 

& Anju. But mine & my wife's correct 

names are Subhash Chand & Anju 

Bala. 

I, Inderpal Singh S/o Teg 

Singh R/o Damkora Road, Officer 

Colony Tohana, Tehsil Tohana, Distt. 

Fatehabad have changed my name 

from Inderpal Singh to Inderpal 

Singh Toor for all future purposes. All 

concerned please note. 

I, No. JC-341212Y Rank Nb 

Sub Kulbir S/o Sh. Partap Singh R/o 

Village Kishangarh, Post & Teh. 

Meham, Distt. Rohtak (Haryana) 

declare that my son name Keshav 

Singh Ahlawat is wrongly mentioned 

in my Army Service record. But my 

son correct & actual name is Keshav 

Singh. vide affidavit dated 

30.01.2024 before Notary Public 

Rohtak. 

I, No.4462626M Rank: Ex- Hav. 

Name: Darshan Singh R/o Village & 

P.O. Dhingi., Tehsil Nabha, Distt. 

Patiala, Punjab-147201 declare that 

in my service record my daughter's 

name is wrongly mentioned as 

Sunita Rani but her correct name is 

Ramandeep Kaur. 

I, Army No. 15323699F Rank: 

HAV Name: Bekkem Rangappa, 

presently residing at 7-16-20-86E 

Sriram Nagara Veedi, Ward No. 7 Vill 

Giddalur, Post Giddalur, Distt. 

Prakasham (State) Andhra Pradesh 

Pin code-523357, Unit: 1 AER C/o 56 

APO, have changed my daughter's 

name from Bekkem Sreelakshmi to 

Bekkem Sree Lakshmi Kaliche. 

I Pardeep Kumar Gupta S/o 

Janeshwar Dass Gupta R/o H. No B-

17, NDRI Campus Karnal Declared 

That Pardeep Kumar Gupta and 

Prdeep Kumar Gupta Are the Name 

of One and Same Person. I Known 

With Both Names, in Future I Shall 

Be Known as Pardeep Kumar 

Gupta. 

I, Jashandeep Kaur W/o 

Amandeep Singh R/o Village Dullar, 

Samana Distt. Patiala (Punjab) 

declare that in my son's Passport his 

name wrongly mentioned Komalpreet 

Singh but his correct name is 

Kamalpreet Singh also my name 

wrongly mentioned Jashan Kaur but 

my correct name is Jashandeep 

Kaur. 

I, Satvinder W/O Gurvinder 

Singh R/O H No 968 Jattan Wala 

Mohalla Mata Raj Kaur Gurudwara  

Manimajra Chandigarh. Have 

Changed My Name From  Satvinder 

To Satvinder Kaur. 

I Paramjit Singh S/O Dalbir 

Singh R/O Pattii Sahjre Ke Vpo 

Chohla Sahib Tehsil And Distt Tarn 

Taran Punjab I Have Changed My 

Name From Paramjit Singh To 

Parmjit Singh. 

I, Shilpa Handa W/o Ankush 

Kumar Pabbi R/o VPO. Baghana, 

Tehsil Phagwara, Distt. Kapurthala, 

Punjab-144405 Have Changed My 

Name From Shilpa Handa To Shilpa 

Pabbi. 

I, Sarvjit Kaur W/o Tarsem 

Singh Ruprai R/o Village Ghazipur, 

Po. Chamiara, Distt. Jalandhar Have 

Changed My Name From Sarvjit Kaur 

To Sarbjit Kaur. 

I, Paramjeet Kaur W/o Tajinder 

Singh R/o Village Bassi, Po. Jaid, 

Distt. Kapurthala Have Changed My 

Name From Paramjeet Kaur To Kaur 

Paramjeet.  

I, Manjit Singh S/o Gurcharan 

Singh Village sonta distt ambala have 

Changed My Name Manjeet Singh. 

I, Vijender Singh S/o Harinder 

Singh Vill. Naisi, Kurukshetra have 

Changed My Minor Son Name 

Pushpinder Singh Pal to Pushpinder 

Singh. 

I, Dharamvir Son of Mohan Lal 

resident of Vill Shahabpur Distt 

Ambala have changed my name To 

Dharamvir Singh 

I, Harmeet W/o Jasvinder Singh 

Vill.Kachhwa Rai Farm, Karnal Have 

Changed My Given Name Harmeet 

Surname Kaur. 

I, Tusar Saharan S/O Sh. 

Sanjay Datt R/o Shop NO 50-51 

VPO. Dhand New Anaj Mandi, Sub 

Tehsil Dhand, District Kaithal have 

changed my name from Tusar to 

Tusar Saharan. In future I may be 

known as Tusar Saharan. 

I, Reetu W/O Sh. Ramesh  R/O 

Dera Ramnagar Barna, District 

Kurukshetra have changed my name 

from Reetu to Reetu Devi. In future I 

may be known as Reetu Devi. 

I, Rekha Devi W/o Shanti 

Parkash R/o  Dholi Haveli Tehsi 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra Have Changed 

My Name Rekha Rani. 

I, Rajiv s/o Rohtash r/o village & 

tehsil Israna, district Panipat, declare 

that in my passport No. 

CHDZ63079006, my father name is 

Rohtas, whereas in all my other 

documents my father name is 

Rohtash. Rohtash and Rohtas both 

are same person. My father real 

name is Rohtash plz correct in my 

Passport. 

I, Shivanand, Father Of No. 

16134179h Spr Sheetal Nidasoshi Of 

Unit 05 Engr Regt. C/O 56 Apo 

Residing At Rampur, Belgaum, 

Karnataka 591237 Have Changed 

My Name From Shivanand To 

Shivanand Nidasoshi Vide Affidavit 

Dated 30 January 2024 Before At 

Notray Ferozepur. 

I, Sakhubai R Wayaphale, 

Mother Of No. 16115426w, L/Nk, 

Vijay Ramchandra Wayaphale Unit 

Of 5 Engr. Pattan C/O 56 Apo, 

Resident At Vpo. Sambargi, Teh. 

Athani, Distt. Belgaum, (Karnataka) 

Pin-591232, Have Changed My 

Name From Sakhubai R Wayaphale 

To Sakkubai Ramachandra 

Wayaphale & Date Of Birth From 

01/07/1954 To 01/06/1963. Vide 

Affidavit Dated 30 January 2024 

Before At Notray Ferozepur. 

I Prem Tukaram Talekar Son 

Of Jc-775621m, Sub/Skt, Tukaram 

Bhagwan Talekar Unit Of 218 Fd 

Wksp Coy Eme Pin 906218 C/O 56 

Apo Resident At Vill. Dighol (I) Post 

Office Dighol (I), Distt. Parnihani 

State Maharashtra Pin 431516 Have 

Changed My Son Name In All 

Documents From Prem Talekar To 

Prem Tukaram Talekar. Vide Affidavit 

Dated 30 January 2024 Before At 

Notray Ferozepur. 

I, Reenki Devi spouse of No. 

JC-707839A NB/ Sub (Amb Asst) 

Bhola Yadav resident of Vill-Puraina, 

Post-Pathraita, Tehsil- Sheikhpura, 

Distt- Sheikhpura, State-Bihar, have 

changed my name from Reenki Devi 

to Rinki Devi Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB78930451631020W dated 22 Jan 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, No.15695710K Hav Devendra 

Singh resident of Village- Ranjitpur, 

Post- Bhaupur, Tehsil- 

Akbarpur,District- Kanpur Dehat, 

State- Uttar Pradesh, Pin-209307, 

have changed my Father name & 

DOB from Chandra Pal Singh to 

Chandra Pal and DOB from to 01July 

1954 to 01 Jan 1974 Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB78665099295090W dated 

20 Jan 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.15695710K Hav Devendra 

Singh resident of Village- Ranjitpur, 

Post- Bhaupur, Tehsil- Akbarpur, 

District- Kanpur Dehat, State- Uttar 

Pradesh, Pin-209307, have changed 

my Mother Kanti Devi DOB from 01 

July 1956 to 01 Jan 1969 Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB78665294037562W dated 

20 Jan 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot. 

I, No.JC-778919F Sub Bhakhr 

Ram resident of Village- Godaron Ki 

Dhani Mool ki Dhani Kapooradi, Post- 

Kalyanpur, Tehsil- Pachpadra, District- 

Barmer, State- Rajasthan, Pin-

344026, have changed my Daughter 

name from Tejesvi to Tejasvi Vide 

affidavit No.IN-PB81217667146175W 

dated 30 Jan 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot. 

I, No.JC-778919F Sub Bhakhr 

Ram resident of Village- Godaron Ki 

Dhani Mool ki Dhani Kapooradi, 

Post- Kalyanpur, Tehsil- Pachpadra, 

District- Barmer, State- Rajasthan, 

Pin-344026, have changed my 

Mother name from Magi Devi to 

Mangi Devi Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB81218421882560W dated 30 Jan 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, Kalyan Singh Father of 

No.4210717X Sep Shubham 

resident of Village- Seeron, Post- 

Seeron, Tehsil- Pauri, District- Pauri 

Garhwal, State- Uttarakhand, Pin-

246163, have changed my name 

from Kalyan Singh to Kalyan Singh 

Rawat Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB80993609753870W dated 30 Jan 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, Nima Devi Mother of 

No.4202951W L/NK Mahipal Singh 

resident of Village- Tushrera, Post- 

Nargoli, Tehsil- Kanda, District- 

Bageshwar, State- Uttarakhand, Pin- 

263631, have changed my name 

from Nima Devi to Neema Devi Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB80983900448567W dated 30 Jan 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, Madhavi Devi Mother of 

No.4203950H L/NK Hoshiyar Singh 

resident of Village- Khalimahuwat, 

Post- Khalimahuwat, Tehsil- 

Khatima, District- Udham Singh 

Nagar, State- Uttarakhand, Pin- 

262308, have changed my name 

from  Madhavi Devi to Madhvi Devi 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB80998947164644W dated 30 Jan 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, Baljit Singh, s/o Tilak Singh, 

R/o village Phool Khurd Tehsil, 

district Rupnagar, both my names 

are Baljit Singh and Baljeet Singh, 

but my real name is Baljeet Singh. 

I Rama Rani W/o Pawan 

Kumar R/o H.no. 61/579, 62/580 

Kanch Ghar Court Road Ambala City 

that I have changed my name from 

Rama Bindal to Rama Rani. Rama 

Rani & Rama bindal are same 

person. Concerned Note 

I, Rajindri Devi W/o Baljeet 

Singh R/o H.No. 695 Sector 9 Tehsil 

and Distt. Jind Have Changed My 

Name From Rajindri Devi To 

Rajendri Devi. 

I, Saranjit Kaur W/o Amarjit 

Singh R/o Village Ther Daya Singh 

Talwara Khurd, Tehsil Ellenabad, 

Distt. Sirsa. That I have changed my 

name from Sharan Deep Kaur to 

Saranjit Kaur, in future my name is to 

be called as Saranjit Kaur. 

I, Harjit Singh Son Of Dhanna 

Singh Residing At Village Kunt, Po. 

Tughalwala, District Gurdaspur, 

Punjab-143527, Do Hereby Declare 

That I Have Changed My Name 

From Harjit Singh To Surjit Singh. All 

Nears And Dears May Note. 

I, Indu Bala Alias Kirti Sharma 

Daughter Of Tilak Raj And Wife Of 

Sarad Sharma Resident Of H.No. 

47, Gujjran Gali, Dinanagar, District 

Gurdaspur, Punjab-143531, Do 

Hereby Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name From Indu Bala 

Alias Kirti Sharma To Kirti Sharma. 

All Nears And Dears May Note. 

I Sarbjeet Kumar S/O Ram 

Lubhaya R/O Near Lovely University, 

Nanak Nagari, Phagwara, District 

Kapurthala Have Changed My 

Name From Sarbjeet Kumar To 

Sarbjit Kumar.   

I Ashwani Kumar S/O Dharam 

Pal R/O H.No.186/A Mohalla 

Gobindgarh Bahadurpur Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

From Ashwani Kumar To Ashwani 

Kumar Anand. 

I Radhika W/O Jai Grover R/O 

H.No.56/58 Shastri Nagar 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have Changed 

My Name From Radhika To Radhika 

Grover. 

I Balvir Singh S/O Jaga Ram 

R/O Vpo. Taragarh District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have Changed 

My Name To Balvir Chand. 

I Kuldeep Kaur Alias Veena 

Kuldeep W/O Harbans Lal R/O 

Village Chak Gujran P.O. Piplanwala 

District Hoshiarpur Have Changed 

My Name From Kuldeep Kaur Alias 

Veena Kuldeep To Kuldeep Kaur. 

I Gaganpreet Singh S/O 

Charanjit Singh R/O Vpo. Mukhliana 

Tehsil And District Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

From Gaganpreet Singh To Singh As 

Surname & Gaganpreet Is Given 

Name. 

I Sweg Singh S/O Uttam Singh 

R/O Village Santokhpur P.O. Siri 

Hargobindpur Tehsil Batala District 

Gurdaspur Have Changed My Name 

To Sewak Singh. 

I Deep Kumar S/O Balk Ram 

R/O Village Nanowal Bet P.O. 

Rakran Bet Tehsil Balachaur District 

S.B.S. Nagar Declare That My 

Father’s Name Balk Ram As Per My 

As All Document Except My 10th 

Class Certificate.  In My 10th Class 

Certificate Name Of My Father Is 

Written As Balkram. The Above Two 

Name Belong To My Father And 

Equal Value.  

I Gagandeep Kaur Sidhu W/O 

Gurpreet Singh R/O Vill. Gurusar, 

P.O Bhagta Bhai Ka, Distt. Bathinda 

Have Changed My Name To 

Gagandeep Kaur. 

I Shinderpal Kaur W/O Rattan 

Singh R/O Vpo. Lohara District 

Moga Punjab Have Changed My 

Name To Baljit Kaur. 

I Manpreet Kaur D/O Harbans 

Singh R/O Vpo. Galib Kalan Vadda 

Vehra Distt. Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To Kaur 

Manpreet. 

I Harminder Singh S/O 

Harbhajan Singh R/O Vill. Ghalkalan 

Distt. Moga Have Changed My 

Name To Harminder Singh Brar. 

I Arvinder Singh Bhandol S/O 

Nirmal Singh R/O Vpo. Sadarpura 

Tehsil Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To Arvinder 

Singh. 

I Manpreet Kaur Bhandol W/O 

Arvinder Singh R/O Vpo. Sadarpura 

Tehsil Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To Manpreet 

Kaur. 

I Arvinder Singh S/O Nirmal 

Singh R/O Vpo. Sadarpura Tehsil 

Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Minor Son’s Name 

Sahibjot Singh Bhandol To Sahibjot 

Singh. 

I Jatinder Kumar S/O Darshan 

Kumar Gupta R/O St.No.-5 Harindra 

Nagar Faridkot Have Changed My 

Name To Jatinder Kumar Gupta. 

I, Satifan S/o Chiman Masih 

R/o Quarter No. 36, Police 

Commando Training Center, Fort 

Bahadurgarh, Patiala have changed 

my name to Stephen Masih.  

I Surjeet Kaur W/o Gurmel 

Singh Vill Bhagike Distt. Moga have 

changed my name Surjit Kaur. 

I Aashna Chopra D/o Sanjeev 

Kumar Chopra R/o Mohalla Mallian 

Near Jain Mander Wali Gali Zira Teh 

Zira (Ferozepur) have changed my 

name to Aashana Chopra.  

I, Nadarpreet Kaur Chahal 

W/o Manjinder Singh R/o Vill: Gehri 

Bara Singh Teh-Maur (Bathinda) Pb, 

India, have changed my name from 

Nadarpreet Kaur to Nadarpreet Kaur 

Chahal. 

I Harwinder Singh S/o Ajit 

Singh R/o Vill Bhullar, Tehsil & Distt: 

Tarn Taran have changed my name 

to Harvinder Singh. 

I Sarabjeet Kaur W/o Gurjant 

Singh R/o Vpo Daleke, Tehsil & Distt. 

Tarn Taran-143401, have changed 

my name from Sarabjit Kaur to 

Sarabjeet Kaur. 

I Jasbir Singh S/o Sukhchain 

Singh R/o Village kallah Tehsil & 

Distt: Tarn Taran have changed my 

given name to Jasbir and surname 

to Singh concerned Note. 

I Kanchan Bala alias Sangeeta 

Rani W/o Parveen Kumar Goyal R/o 

H.No.3029 Godia Press Street 

Muktsar Punjab have changed my 

name from Kanchan Bala alias 

Sangeeta Rani to Kanchan Bala 

Goyal. 

I, Charankamaldeep Singh 

S/O Gurpreet Singh R/O Vpo Harion 

Kalan (Ludhiana) Declare That My 

Name Be Read As Given Name 

Charankamaldeep And Surname 

Singh. 

I, Sarabjit Kaur W/O Davinder 

Singh S/O Teja Singh R/O New 

Narotam Nagar, Khanna (Ludhiana) 

Have Changed My Name To Amarjit 

Kaur. 

I Sarbjot Singh S/o Jaswant 

singh, R/o Village Dhurkot,  Tehsil 

Raikot, Distt. Ludhiana have 

changed my name to Sarbjot Singh 

Buttar. 

I, Tajinder Singh S/o Kulwant 

Singh R/o Vill. Heran (Ludhiana) 

have changed my name to Tajinder 

Singh Hehar. 

I Jaswinder Kumar S/o 

Parkash Chand R/o VPO. Panjgrain 

Kalan (Faridkot) have changed my 

Minor son’s name Lakshay to 

Bhumeet Choudhary. 

I Kuljinder Singh S/o Sadhu 

Singh R/o Village Bargari District 

Faridkot have changed my name to 

Kuljinder Singh Dhillon. 

I Kiranvir Kaur D/o Davinder 

Singh R/o Vpo Dhiman Wali, Teh. 

Kotkapura District Faridkot have 

changed my name to Kiranvir Kaur 

Deol. 

I Kritika Nischal W/o Jatinder 

Sahni R/o #2160/3 Ekta Colony Near 

Ragho Majra Patiala have changed 

my name to Kritika Sahni.After 

Marriage. 

I, Manjit Kumar S/o Sh. Balvir 

Chand R/o Village Ror Mazara, 

Tehsil Garhshankar, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab, India have 

changed the name of my minor son 

from Chetan to Chetan Kumar. 

I, Jaskarn Singh S/o Sh. 

Sukhwinder Singh R/o Village 

Khabra, PO. Moela Wahidpur, Tehsil 

Garhshankar, Distt. Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab-144572, India have changed 

the spelling of my name from 

Jaskarn Singh to Jaskaran Singh. 

I Rajinder Singh S/o Gurdial 

Singh R/o Vill-Jando Ke, District Sri 

Muktsar Sahib. My father was known 

as both Diyal Singh and Gurdial 

Singh. 

I Manjit Kaur alias Manjeet 

Kaur W/o Kuldeep Singh R/o Vill-

Machhiwara Alias Kamagar District 

Ferozepur am Known by Both 

names as Above. 

I Harsharan Singh S/o Daljeet 

Singh R/o Vill-Tega Singh Wala Po 

Mahalam district Ferozepur have 

changed my name to Harsharan 

Singh Momi. 

I Rekha Rani W/o Sukchain 

Singh R/o Vill-Rahime Ke Uttar 

Tehsil and District Ferozepur have 

changed my name Rekha to Rekha 

Rani. 

I Surinder Singh S/o Angrej 

Singh R/o Vpo Ferozeshah District 

Ferozepur have Changed my name 

to Surinder Singh Taggar. 
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responsibility for the contents 
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Amid intense drama, the
BJP candidate for

Chandigarh Mayor election
was declared victorious by the
presiding officer on Tuesday as
eight votes of the AAP-
Congress block were declared
invalid, prompting the INDIA
alliance partners to term it as
"murder of democracy".

BJP  retained the three top
posts as Councillors from the
two INDIA bloc parties creat-
ed a ruckus in the Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation House
as the result for the mayor’s
post was declared, and boy-
cotted the next phase – elec-
tions to the posts of senior
deputy mayor and deputy
mayor.

BJP candidate Manoj
Sonkar defeated the AAP's
Kuldeep Kumar for the mayor’s
post, polling 16 votes against
the 12 won by his rival. Eight
votes were declared invalid.
BJP nominees Kuljit Sandhu
and Rajinder Sharma were
declared elected to the posts of

senior deputy mayor and
deputy mayor, respectively.

Immediately after Presiding
Officer Anil Masih declared the
result, Sonkar sat on the
Mayor's Chair as the
Councillors from the two
INDIA bloc parties created a
ruckus in the Chandigarh MCC
House and tried to stop him.
Marshals were pressed in to
control the situation. Protesting
against the poll results, the

Opposition- Congress and AAP
councilors boycotted the next
phase – elections to the posts of
senior deputy mayor and
deputy mayor. Later, elections
on these two posts were held
and BJP also retained the posts
of senior deputy mayor and
deputy mayor. BJP nominees
Kuljit Sandhu and Rajinder
Sharma were declared elected to
the posts of senior deputy
mayor and deputy mayor,

respectively.
Having witnessed a lot of

twists and turns, the polling
process was finally held in the
presence of Chandigarh
Deputy Commissioner Vinay
Pratap Singh. The administra-
tion had deployed additional
police forces around the MCC
campus. Voting, which was
scheduled to start at 10 am,
began after almost an hour’s
delay as the deputy commis-
sioner and some BJP council-
lors arrived late. Chandigarh
MP Kirron Kher, who is the ex-
officio member of the House,
cast her vote first. A total of 36
votes were polled during the
hour-long process. BJP had
only 15 members in the house,
while, AAP-Congress combine
comprised 20 members apart
from a lone Shiromani Akali
Dal councilor.

Opposition councilors
alleged there was tampering
with the ballot papers at the
elections, a charge rubbished by
the BJP.  AAP approached the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court later in the day even as
Tuesday's elections too were
held on the directions of the
high court after a postpone-
ment on January 18.

The AAP and the Congress
accused presiding officer Anil
Masih of making some marks
on the ballots during the count-
ing, rendering them invalid.
They argued that the “invalid”
ballots tilted the balance in the
BJP candidate’s favour.  "The
worst fears of unabashed tam-
pering by the BJP's councillor-
presiding officer in a premed-
itated and planned intrigue to
murder democracy have come

true in the Chandigarh mayoral
elections,” former Union
Minister and senior Congress
leader Pawan Kumar Bansal
alleged.

Bansal claimed that the
Congress-AAP agent was not
allowed to examine the ballot
papers.“The presiding officer
announced a rejection of eight
votes, declared the BJP candi-
date the winner and went away.
BJP members rushed to the
table and tore off the ballot
papers," he alleged.

Congress councillor
Gurbax Rawat alleged that the
presiding officer did not call the
party's election agent when
the ballot box was opened for
counting. "We do not accept
the result," she said. "A fraud
was played on us. No free and
fair election took place," anoth-
er councillor said. Chandigarh
Congress President HS Lucky
said the BJP intentionally got a
presiding officer who holds
allegiance to them and he
rigged it.” While signing, he
marked on eight votes to
declare them invalid. This is
injustice and the death of
democracy.

BJP councillor Saurabh
Joshi rubbished the opposition
allegations and said if the coun-
cilors have any objections, they
can challenge the result.

The newly elected mayor
was to hold the elections to the
two most senior posts after
him. With the opposition par-
ties boycotting this phase of
mayoral polls, these posts also
went to the BJP.

The BJP has 14 councillors
in the 35-member corporation.
Its Chandigarh MP Kirron

Kher also has voting rights as
an ex-officio member.  AAP
has 13 councillors and the
Congress seven. Shiromani
Akali Dal has one councillor.

As part of the alliance in
Chandigarh, the AAP contest-
ed for the mayor's post while
the Congress fielded candidates
for the two other posts.

AAP leader Kejriwal tweet-
ed on X, "If these people can
stoop to this level in a mayoral
poll, they could go to any
extent in the national elections.
This is very worrying."

Tight security arrange-
ments were in place around the
municipal corporation building
for the polls. About 700 police
personnel, along with those

from the paramilitary forces,
were deployed.

The polls were originally
scheduled for January 18 but
deferred to February 6 by the
Chandigarh administration
after the presiding officer fell ill.
The administration had at that
time also said the polls were
postponed after assessing the
law and order situation. The
administration's order defer-
ring the polls had triggered
protests by the Congress and
the AAP councillors.

On January 24, the high
court directed the Chandigarh
administration to hold the
mayoral polls at 10 am on
January 30. While quashing the
order postponing the elections,

the court called it "unreason-
able, unjustified and arbitrary".

Elections to the three posts
are held every year during the
House's five-year term. The
Congress had abstained from
voting in 2022 and 2023, lead-
ing to a BJP victory. The elec-
tion for the mayor’s post is
through a secret ballot.

In this year's elections, the
post was reserved for a candi-
date from the Scheduled Caste
category.

Media persons were denied
entry to the press gallery to
cover the election. Reporters
could, however, watch the
polling process on a screen
installed in the conference room
which had no audio output.
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The aftermath of the may-
oral elections in

Chandigarh has ignited a polit-
ical firestorm, with Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Tuesday accusing the
BJP of orchestrating electoral
fraud to secure victory.

Mann, addressing the
media hours after BJP candi-
date emerged victorious in
mayoral polls, lambasted the
saffron party for what he
termed as the “plundering” of
the mayoral elections, stating
that the events of January 30
would forever stain the fabric
of India’s democracy.

“January 30 will be
remembered as the ‘darkest
day’ in the annals of Indian
polity as BJP led Union
Government has murdered
democracy during the election
for post of Mayor in
Chandigarh,” he said, alleging
that the BJP had compro-
mised the integrity of the con-
stitution during the polls.

Expressing dismay, Mann
pointed out the irony of the sit-
uation, as the nation had
recently celebrated Republic
Day, only for democratic prin-
ciples to be disregarded in the
electoral process. He asserted
that the mayoral elections in
Chandigarh were marred by
foul play, indicating a system-
atic erosion of democratic val-
ues.

The Chief Minister specif-
ically targeted the presiding
officer, Anil Masih, accusing
him of colluding with the BJP
to manipulate the election
outcome. He demanded that
Masih be charged with sedi-
tion for betraying the nation’s
constitutional ethos.

Substantiating his allega-
tions with video clips, Mann
highlighted instances of irreg-
ularities, including the late
arrival of the presiding officer

and his alleged tampering with
ballot papers during the count-
ing process.

Stating that BJP had delib-
erately appointed the head of
its minority wing as the pre-
siding officer in these polls,
Mann said that the “spineless
presiding officer acted as per
the whims and fancies of his
masters to ensure victory of
the BJP nominee…He must be
booked under sedition for
deceiving the constitution of
the country. He had deliber-
ately counted the votes in the
absence of polling agents just
to ensure the win of the BJP
candidate”.

Mann reiterated his con-
cerns about the broader impli-
cations of election fraud, warn-
ing that such malpractices
could undermine the integri-
ty of future parliamentary
elections. He emphasized the
need for transparency and
accountability in the electoral
process to uphold the sancti-
ty of democracy.

Furthermore, Mann issued
a stark warning, stating, “It will
be the last day of democracy
incase BJP wins the forth-
coming general elections.”

Mann, addressing the pur-
ported manipulation of votes
in the Chandigarh mayoral
election conducted earlier in
the day, remarked that if the
BJP, by his reference, is willing
to resort to such unethical

practices for a mere 36 votes,
the extent of misconduct they
might engage in for over 90
crore votes at the national
level is unfathomable.

Asserting that this is BJP’s
chronic habit, Mann pointed
that they had earlier toppled
democratically elected gov-
ernments in Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra,
and other north-eastern states.

The mayoral polls in
Chandigarh saw the BJP
emerge victorious, securing
all three posts, including that
of mayor. The BJP candidate
Manoj Sonkar defeated the
AAP-Congress alliance,
prompting protests from
opposition councillors.

“The BJP's victory in the
mayoral polls is a grave mis-
carriage of justice,” Mann
declared, asserting that democ-
racy had been "murdered" in
Chandigarh. He warned of
dire implications for the
upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions, expressing concern that
the BJP's electoral machina-
tions would erode the foun-
dational principles of democ-
racy.

“The point of worry here
is not that BJP has hijacked the
democratic process in
Chandigarh but the real prob-
lem is that they will divest the
people of their democratic
rights in ensuing Lok Sabha
polls too,” he said.

�������������������������������������������������
���� �	���(��	

AAP leader Raghav Chadha
on Tuesday questioned

the Chandigarh mayoral poll
process and alleged that it
was not only "unconstitution-
al and illegal" but also an act
of "deshdroh" (treason) as he
accused the BJP of "orches-
trating" it after sensing its
defeat in the election.

Accompanied by senior
Congress leader Pawan Kumar
Bansal, the AAP MP said the
AAP-Congress alliance was
destined to win the
Chandigarh mayoral polls as
they had 20 votes in the 35-
member Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation House.

"Victory of our alliance was
certain, but sensing imminent
defeat, the BJP hatched con-
spiracies. First, the presiding
officer, who was to conduct
polls on January 18, was made
to fall ill. Thereafter an attempt
was made to buy councillors of
the AAP. When BJP's 'opera-
tion lotus' failed, then they did
fraud (in the mayoral polls),"
he alleged.

The poll results came as a
setback for the AAP and the
Congress which were contest-
ing the mayoral polls in an
alliance. Chadha said elections
were held with Anil Masih,
who was an office-bearer of the
BJP's minority wing, being
announced as the presiding
officer. "BJP's presiding officer
did not allow any election
agent of any party to come for-

ward during counting of votes.
Whenever counting takes
place, election agents of parties
are allowed to come," he said.

The AAP leader further
alleged that the presiding offi-
cer himself used his pen on
certain ballot papers and
declared them invalid during
counting.  "It was for the first
time that out of 36 votes
(including vote of Chandigarh
MP), eight votes were declared
invalid," he said while demand-
ing an FIR against the presid-
ing officer. Congress leader and
former Union minister Bansal
said that such "jungle raj" was
never seen and blamed the BJP
for the same. Bansal alleged
that the eight ballot papers
were rejected in a premeditat-
ed manner. The Congress and
AAP agents were not given
access to the ballot paper. “The
presiding officer, who I would
say is a shallow person, had
been given one clear specifi-
cation that he has to come out
only after declaring the BJP

candidate as the winner,” he
added.

Bansal further said, “We
were watching the live (feed).
If you notice, the presiding offi-
cer immediately vacated the
chair and the BJP’s candidate
was standing beside immedi-
ately sat on the chair. The BJP
members rushed in, took and
tore the ballot papers before
anyone could even go there
and see.”

Replying to a question,
Chadha said, "This is not a set-
back for one coalition or one
party. It is a setback for India's
democracy and as a democrat,
we are aggrieved, we are flab-
bergasted."

"We are worried as to what
will happen in upcoming 2024
polls if the BJP can stoop to
such a low level and commit
forgery and illegality. The BJP
can go to any level to rig the
election process and indulge in
every possible electoral fraud
and electoral malpractices," he
said.

���������	��� ��!��"������
�����������������!�����������
���� �	���(��	

Soon after the INDIA bloc nominee got defeated,  the Aam
Aadmi Party on Tuesday moved the Punjab and Haryana

High Court, seeking setting aside the mayoral poll results and
demanding fresh elections under the supervision of a retired
HC judge.

The petition was filed by AAP councillor Kuldeep Kumar,
who was the candidate for the mayor post. The petitioner sought
setting aside the process of the election of mayor of the
Chandigarh Municipal Corporation, alleging "complete fraud
and forgery".

Kumar also sought an investigation by an independent
agency, such as a special investigation team headed by UT Senior
Superintendent of Police, into the "entire fraud committed dur-
ing the election process". Directions were also sought for the
UT Chandigarh and other respondents to "seal, preserve and
present before the High Court the entire process of the elec-
tion held on January 30, including the record of ballot papers,
proceedings of the election process, and videography done
under the court".

Further, Kumar prayed for a direction to restrain respon-
dent Manoj Kumar Sonkar from discharging the mayor's func-
tions. The petition filed through counsel RPS Bara, KS
Kharbanda, and Ferry Sofat will come up for hearing on
Wednesday. Senior advocate Gurminder Singh is expected to
argue on the petitioner's behalf.
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President Droupadi Murmu
has chosen Satnam Singh

Sandhu — as the latest addition
to the illustrious corridors of the
Rajya Sabha, after his extraordi-
nary journey from the farm
fields to the upper echelons of
India's education system.

Born into a farmer’s family,
Sandhu navigated the challenges
of rural life, where access to edu-
cation was often a distant dream.
Raised in Rasulpur village of
Ferozepur, he reportedly attend-
ed dilapidated government
schools where classes were often
held under trees. Despite the
odds, Sandhu's thirst for knowl-
edge was unquenchable, nur-
tured by his farmer father and
grandfather who instilled in him
a love for reading newspapers
from end to end. Undeterred by
adversity, he embarked on a
mission to transform the educa-
tional landscape. His journey into
the realm of education com-
menced in 2001 when he, along
with his friend and co-founder
Rashpal Singh Dhaliwal, estab-
lished the Chandigarh Group of
Colleges (CGC) at Landran in
Mohali. Fast forward to 2012, and
Sandhu’s brainchild, Chandigarh
University (CU), emerged on the
scene, marking a meteoric rise in
the education sector. Despite
initial challenges and a loan of Rs
95 lakh, Sandhu’s vision began to
materialize, with CU breaking
into the prestigious QS World
University Rankings in 2023.
Sandhu's vision extended beyond
the confines of traditional acad-
emia. Through his two NGOs —
the Indian Minorities Foundation
and the New India Development
Foundation, he spearheaded ini-
tiatives aimed at promoting
health, communal harmony, and
societal welfare.
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The budget session of
Haryana Assembly will

commence on February 20,
School Education Minister
Kanwar Pal, who also holds the
portfolio of Parliamentary
Affairs Minister said, during a
press conference shortly after
the meeting of State Cabinet.

He informed that at the
start of the cabinet meeting, a
two-minute silence was
observed in honour of the
martyrs of India's freedom
struggle.

The Minister said that as
per the state government's
decision, the Cabinet initiated
by honoring the martyrs and
sanctioned employment for 18
of their dependents who, due to
various reasons, missed the
application deadline for jobs.
He also informed that farmers
will no longer be required to
pay a royalty of Rs 200 for soil
extracted from their farms for
personal use. Instead, they can
conveniently submit the nec-
essary information on the Meri
Fasal Mera Byora portal, elim-
inating the need to visit gov-
ernment offices.

He said that State Cabinet
also gave approval of Rs 1,500
crore loan to Haryana State
Industrial and Infrastructure
Development Corporation.
The corporation's outstanding
loan, previously around Rs
14,000 crores, has been sub-
stantially reduced to Rs 4,000
crores and is expected to be
completely cleared in the near
future, he added.
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Haryana Cabinet, which
met under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Tuesday approved

a monthly enhancement of Rs
250 for 14 pension schemes
being implemented by the
Social Justice, Empowerment,
Welfare of SCs & BCs, and
Antyodaya (SEWA)
Department, Haryana, effective
from January 1, 2024 to be paid
from February 2024. This deci-
sion will benefit approximate-
ly 31.40 lakh beneficiaries
under various social security
schemes.

Gujjar further said that
the cabinet has also approved
an increase in the rates of nine
social security pension schemes
operated under the SEWA
Department from Rs 2,750 to
Rs 3,000 per month, effective
January 1, 2024. These schemes
include the Old Age Samman
Allowance Scheme, Haryana
Pension to Widows and
Destitute Women Scheme,
Haryana Disabled Persons
Pension Scheme, Ladli Social
Allowance Scheme, Haryana
Allowance to Dwarf Scheme
Pension, Haryana Allowance to
Eunuchs Scheme, Financial
Assistance to Widowers and
Unmarried Persons, Financial
Assistance for Stage 3 and
Stage 4 Cancer Patients, and
Financial Assistance to Persons
Suffering from Rare Diseases.

In addition, financial assis-
tance under the Non-School
Going Disabled Children
Scheme has been increased
from Rs. 2,150 to Rs. 2,400,
Financial Assistance to
Destitute Children Scheme
from Rs. 1,850 to Rs. 2,100,
Financial assistance under
Kashmiri Migrants scheme has
been increased to Rs.1250 to
Rs. 1500. Apart from this,
financial aid for acid attack vic-
tims (Women & Girls) has
been revised.

He further said that
patients in Haryana suffering
from Thalassemia and
Haemophilia, with a family
income of up to Rs 3 lakh per
annum, will now be entitled to
a monthly disability pension of
Rs 3000. This decision, expect-
ed to benefit approximately
2083 patients, will result in an
annual disbursement of Rs
7.49 crore at the present rate of
Rs. 3000 per month.
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The Cabinet has also
approved "The Haryana
Registration and Regulation

of Travel Agents Bill, 2024 in
the interests of innocent and
unemployed youths from
falling prey to illegal immigra-
tion rackets. In view of the dis-
turbing trend of individuals,
particularly from the States of
Punjab and Haryana, being
deceived by corrupt travel
agents engaged in fraudulent
activities related to immigra-
tion, this bold initiative has
been taken. Key highlights of
this bill includes that no person
can undertake the profession of
a travel agent without obtain-
ing a registration certificate
under the Act, an application
must be submitted to the com-
petent authority with the
required documents, fees, and
within the specified time, the
competent authority may issue
a registration certificate after
verifying the application details.
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In a significant move to
uphold the right and dignity of
the dead body, the Cabinet has
also granted approval to "The
Haryana Honourable Disposal
of Dead Body Bill, 2024." This
landmark legislation aims to
ensure the decent and timely

last rites of a dead body. In con-
sideration of the respect and
dignity owed to a dead person,
nobody should be allowed to
raise any demand or bait for
pursuing any demands by way
of any protest or agitation by
not performing the timely last
rites of a dead body. It is essen-
tial to prevent any individual
from using a deceased body as
a means of protest or demon-
stration in any form.
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The Cabinet has also
a p p r o v e d
Sanction/Enhancement of
Working Limits of Rs.1500
crore of Haryana State
Industrial & Infrastructure
Development Corporation Ltd.
(HSIIDC) for Infrastructure
Development mainly at Global
City at Gurugram and IMT,
Sohna besides land develop-
ment at other locations of
Industrial Estates of HSIIDC in
the State of Haryana. The cab-
inet has also approved the
draft of the Hisar Metropolitan
Development Authority
(HMDA) Bill 2024. The State
Government has decided to
establish the Hisar
Metropolitan Development
Authority (HMDA), Hisar to
ensure sustained and balanced
growth of the Hisar
Metropolitan area.
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The Cabinet also accorded
approval to provide jobs to 18
dependents of martyrs while
giving relaxation in the policy
for appointment to the depen-
dents of martyrs on compas-
sionate grounds. Out of 18
cases, 8 cases were related to
paramilitary forces, and 10
cases were related to armed
forces.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Secretary Sanjeev Kaushal on
Tuesday directed all Deputy Commissioners in the state to
establish weekly targets for completing drone mapping, own-
ership card uploading, and distribution in their respective
districts. They are also instructed to monitor progress reg-
ularly to ensure completion by April 30. The Chief Secretary
was presiding over the review meeting of the Large-Scale
Mapping Project and its implementation here in Chandigarh.
The Chief Secretary said that the mapping work has been
completed in most of the districts. In the remaining districts,
the required work should be completed by the stipulated date.
He interacted directly with all the District Deputy
Commissioners, took information about the problems being
faced in this work and gave necessary guidelines to complete
them.
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Chandigarh: UT Chandigarh administration has decided to
ply a bus service to Ayodhya. It will take 19 hours to reach
Ayodhya from Chandigarh. Presently, CTU has been pro-
viding its bus services for various destinations in the neigh-
bouring states of Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Delhi,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand,a statement said.
The bus services have been plying to various religious des-
tinations like Salasar, Khatu Shyam, Vrindavan, Haridwar,
Katra, Jwala Ji & Chamunda Devi etc. Now, after the inau-
guration of Ram Mandir at Ayodhya, a bus service is being
started considering the religious sentiments of devotees of
Lord Rama. The bus service from ISBT-17, Chandigarh to
Ayodhya will start before Basant Panchmi.
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Chandigarh: Punjab Governor and Administrator, UT,
Chandigarh Banwari Lal
Purohit on Tuesday paid
homage to Mahatma
Gandhi on the occasion of
his death anniversary,
observed as Martyrs’ Day
across the Nation. The
Governor along with his
Additional Chief Secretary
K Siva Prasad and other
officers and staff members
of Punjab Raj Bhavan
observed two-minute
silence as a mark of respect to Gandhi ji and in the memo-
ry of all those who fought for the country’s freedom and sac-
rificed their lives. The Administrator said that Mahatma
Gandhi was the epitome of truth and non-violence; he led
several landmark movements during the freedom struggle,
to free the nation from the British yoke.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

I Jaswant Singh S/o Anoop Singh S/o Mo-

hinder Singh R/o Tower Wali Gali, Near Govt. 

high School, Amritsar Road, Landeke, Tehsil 

and Distt. Moga have purchased property 

measuring 08 Marlas 02 ½ Sarsahi being 

149/1656 share of 04 Kanal 12 marlas bear-

ing khasra no. 81//19/2(4-12), Khewat no. 

783, Khatauni no. 944 as per the Jamabandi 

for the year 2018- 19 situated in the revenue 

area of V. Landeke, Tehsil and Distt. Moga 

and bounded as under: North: 62' 4", South: 

62' 4" Baljit Kaur, East :- 36' Rasta/ Street, 

West: 36; Balbir Singh vide registered sale 

deed bearing vasika no. 2023-24/2/1/3385 

Dated 27/09/2023 from Premjit Kaur W/o 

Darshan Singh S/o Mohinder Singh R/o 

Moga, Tehsil and Distt. Moga. At the time of 

execution of above said sale deed, I have 

taken previous Original sale deed bearing 

Vasika no. 3647 dated 20/07/2012 executed 

by Sukhjit Singh S/o Tarlok Singh S/o Tehal 

Singh R/o V Lakian, Distt. Ferozepur in favor 

of Premjit Kaur W/o Darshan Singh S/o Mo-

hinder Singh R/o V. Buttar Kalan, Tehsil and 

Distt. Moga and sale deed no. 2047 Dated 

06/06/2012 measuring 05 Marlas 05 Sarsahi 

executed by Jaswant Singh S/o Nishan 

Singh in favor of Premjit Kaur. Original sale 

deed no. 3647 Dated 20/07/2012 has been 

lost from us, against which I have lodged 

DDR no. 012 Dated 18/11/2023. Now, I am 

going to take housing loan from State Bank 

of India, Municipal Corporation Branch, Distt. 

Moga against my this property, if anyone has 

any objection, then, he/she can raise in writ-

ing the same within 14 days to Amit Goyal 

Advocate, Chamber no. 95, Distt. Courts 

Moga (98888-00212) or the above named 

bank. After that no. objection would be con-

sidered / accepted. 

Branch Manager, 

State Bank of India

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Baljinder Kaur W/o Harpreet Singh 

S/o Kabal Singh R/o V.P.O. Ghoman, 

Tehsil Batala, District Gurdaspur state 

that I have purchased a plot situated 

at Mehta Road, Ghoman from 

Sukhdev Singh resident of Dakoha.  

The registry and sale deed of the said 

plot is already in the name of old 

owner.  The original registry (sale 

deed) in the name of Sukhdev Singh 

S/o Bachan Singh resident of Dakoha 

Wasika No. 1163 dated 27/05/1994 

bearing Khasra No. 52//15/2/2/1 (0-4), 

16/1/1 (0-6) Total Nos. 2, Total land 0-

10 Marlas situated at Tehsil Batala, 

Distt. Gurdaspur sent for photocopies. 

The original registries (Sale Deed) fell 

down somewhere at Batala. I tried 

hard to find it, but I couldn't find it. 

Missing report has been filed in Sanjh 

Kendra Community Policing Wing 

Punjab bearing number LRN-

426578/2024 dated 20/01/2024. The 

said registry/ Sale Deed Wasika No. 

1163 dated 27/05/1994 is not 

deposited in any bank, police station 

or any court.

ਦਫ਼ਤਰ ਸਹਾਇਕ ਰਿਜਸਟਰਾਰ ਸਿਹਕਾਰੀ ਸਭਾਵਾਂ ਗੁਰਦਾਸਪੁਰ

ਚੋਣ ਨੋਿਟਸ

ਦੀ ਪੂਰੋਵਾਲ ਅਰਾਈਆਂ ਬਹਮੁੰਤਵੀ ਸਿਹਕਾਰੀ ਸਭਾ ਿਲਮ: ਪੂਰੋਵਾਲ ਅਰਾਈਆਂ ਦੇ ਸਮੂਹ ਮ,ਬਰਾਂ ਨੰੂ ਸੂਿਚਤ

ਕੀਤਾ ਜਾਂਦਾ ਹੈ ਿਕ ਉਕਤ ਸਭਾ ਦੀ ਪ�ਬੰਧਕ ਕਮੇਟੀ ਦੀ ਚੋਣ ਸਬੰਧੀ ਜ਼ੋਨਾਂ ਦੀਆਂ ਿਲਸਟਾਂ ਿਨਮਨਹਸਤਾਖਰ ਦੇ

ਦਫ਼ਤਰ ਿਵਚ ਮਨਜ਼ੂਰੀ ਲਈ ਪ�ਾਪਤ ਹੋਈਆਂ ਹਨ। ਨਵੀਆਂ ਜ਼ੋਨ ਗਾਈਡਲਾਈਨਾਂ ਦੇ ਮੁਤਾਬਕ ਸਭਾ ਦੇ ਜ਼ੋਨ

ਿਤਆਰ ਕੀਤੇ ਗਏ ਹਨ। ਇਨ�ਾਂ ਜ਼ੋਨਾਂ ਦੀਆਂ ਸੂਚੀਆਂ ਿਨਮਨਹਸਤਾਖਰ ਦੇ ਦਫ਼ਤਰ ਅਤੇ ਸਭਾ ਦੇ ਦਫਤਰ ਿਵਚ

ਮੌਜੂਦ ਹਨ। ਜੇਕਰ ਇਨ�ਾਂ ਜ਼ੋਨ ਿਲਸਟਾਂ 'ਤੇ ਿਕਸੇ ਨੰੂ ਕਈੋ ਇਤਰਾਜ਼ ਹੋਵੇ ਤਾਂ ਉਹ ਿਲਖਤੀ ਰਪੂ ਿਵਚ ਿਮਤੀ

26.02.2024 ਨੰੂ ਸ਼ਾਮ ਦਫਤਰੀ ਸਮੇ ਤੱਕ ਸਿਹਕਾਰੀ ਰਿਜਸਟਰਾਰ ਸਿਹਕਾਰੀ ਸਭਾਵਾਂ, ਗੁਰਦਾਸਪੁਰ ਦੇ

ਦਫ਼ਤਰ ਆ ਸਕਦਾ ਹੈ। ਪ�ਾਪਤ ਹੋਏ ਇਤਰਾਜ਼ਾਂ ਦੀ ਸੁਣਵਾਈ ਿਮਤੀ 27.02.2024 ਨੰੂ 11.00 ਵਜੇ ਸਵੇਰੇ

ਇਸ ਦਫ਼ਤਰ ਦੇ ਕਮਰਾ ਨੰਬਰ 411, ਬੀ-ਬਲਾਕ, ਤੀਜੀ ਮੰਜ਼ਲ ਿਜ਼ਲ� ਾ ਪ�ਬੰਧਕੀ ਕੰਪਲੈਕਸ ਗੁਰਦਾਸਪੁਰ ਿਵਖੇ

ਕੀਤੀ ਜਾਵੇਗੀ। ਿਨਯਤ ਿਮਤੀ ਉਪਰੰਤ ਪ�ਾਪਤ ਹੋਣ ਵਾਲੇ ਇਤਰਾਜ਼ਾਂ ਨੰੂ ਿਵਚਾਿਰਆ ਨਹੀ ਂਜਾਵੇਗਾ। ਇਹ ਜ਼ੋਨ

ਸੂਚੀਆਂ ਿਕਸੇ ਕੰਮ ਵਾਲੇ ਿਦਨ ਸਭਾ ਦੇ ਦਫਤਰ ਅਤੇ ਸਹਾਇਕ ਰਿਜਸਟਰਾਰ, ਸਿਹਕਾਰੀ ਸਭਾਵਾਂ, ਗੁਰਦਾ‐

ਸਪੁਰ ਦੇ ਦਫ਼ਤਰ ਿਵਚਆ ਕੇ ਵੇਖੀਆਂ ਜਾ ਸਕਦੀਆਂ ਹਨ। ਇਤਰਾਜ਼ਕਰਤਾ ਖੁਦ ਸੁਣਵਾਈ ਸਮ= ਹਾਜ਼ਰ ਹੋਵੇ।

ਅਗਰ ਿਕਸੇ ਦਾ ਕੋਈ ਇਤਰਾਜ਼ ਨਾ ਆਇਆਤਾਂ ਉਸੇ ਿਦਨ ਹੀ ਜ਼ੋਨ ਿਲਸਟਾਂ ਦੀ ਪ�ਵਾਨਗੀ ਦੇ ਿਦੱਤੀ ਜਾਵੇਗੀ।

ਇਹ ਨੋਿਟਸ ਅੱਜ ਿਮਤੀ 29.01.2024 ਨੰੂ ਿਨਮਨਹਸਤਾਖਰ ਦੇ ਹਸਤਾਖਤਾਂ ਨਾਲ ਜਾਰੀ ਕੀਤਾ ਿਗਆ।

ਸਹੀ/- ਸਹਾਇਕ ਰਿਜਸਟਰਾਰ, ਸਿਹਕਾਰੀ ਸਭਾਵਾਂ, ਗੁਰਦਾਸਪੁਰ
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When Ranjit took on the
might of the powerful in his
tribal village in Ranchi dis-
trict, Jharkhand, to pursue
action against the rapists of
his 13-year-old daughter, he
didn’t think he would get jus-
tice. But he was still deter-
mined to go ahead. So, even
though the village mukhiya
was unsupportive and the
police inspector on duty
refused to file an FIR, Ranjit
didn’t give up. He called up
the Superintendent of police
who came to the station to
help him file the case under
the POCSO Act, leading to
the arrest of the three perpe-
trators. 
Thereafter began the real bat-
tle. Pressure was mounted
from all sides to compromise
by offering money to with-
draw the case and, marriage
to one of the perpetrators.
Threats were made to burn
their home, kill Ranjit and
cause other physical harm to
the family. Somehow he
braved the storm, riding on
the extraordinary and unwa-
vering courage of his daugh-
ter, (the sexual assault sur-
vivor), who stood firm in her
fight for justice.

After a year of struggle,
including withstanding

humiliation in court from the
public prosecutor, Ranjit and
his daughter were vindicated
when the verdict came in
their favour and the three
were sentenced to 25 years of
rigorous imprisonment. 
In a country where rape is

reported every 20 minutes
and conviction rates are less
than 30%, this success
inspired filmmaker Nisha
Pahuja to document Ranjit
and his daughter’s dogged
fight for justice. To Kill A
Tiger, which took eight years
to film, has been nominated
for the Best Documentary
Feature for the 2024 Oscar
awards. 
The survivor, who is now 20,
went on to complete school.
She hopes to show other sur-
vivors like her, that girls are
not to blame for sexual
assaults and that is why she
agreed to reveal her face in the

film. But had her father Ranjit
not stood up for her, she may
have remained just another
statistic in crime records.
Ranjit attributes his ability to
withstand all pressures and to
raise his voice for justice to the
training he received through
an intervention engaging men
as responsible partners and
caring fathers in the context
of gender equality and child
rights.
Initiated by the Centre for

Health and Social Justice
(CHSJ) in Jharkhand in 2015,
this program developed inno-
vative ways to work with
men and boys on issues of
masculinities. Implemented
in three districts in partner-
ship with NGOs Srijan in
Ranchi, Chotanagpur
Sanskirtik Sangh (CSS) in
Gumla and Sahyogini in
Bokaro, the intervention was
able to reduce gender differ-
ences in the burden of house-
hold and care work and,
reduce gender disparities in
education, according to an
independent evaluation of
the programme. Importantly,
it reduced gender-based vio-
lence in families and villages
engaged in the intervention. 
This assessment found pos-

itive mindset changes in atti-

tudes towards child marriage
sexual harassment of
women/girls and policing of
sisters/daughters by
brothers/fathers. Male mem-
bers of the program ques-
tioned their violent masculin-
ities, began exercising less
‘power over’ their women
relatives supported them
more, and started challenging
norms on masculinities.
This initiative, coupled with
government and other NGO
interventions, has helped to
change two important com-
munity norms. It now
believes that investment in
education, especially girls’
education and an increase in
age at marriage is necessary.
Initiatives like these engaging
men and boys have shown
that the journey towards
more gender-transformative
masculinities is possible.
What makes it imperative to
scale such interventions
urgently is the disturbing
increase in the incidence of
rape between 2020 and 2022.
In Ranjit’s Ranchi district,
figures suggest that approxi-
mately every 1.75 days there
is an incident of rape.

(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist; views expressed are

personal)
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disappointed without getting their hard-
earned money. It is high time to heed the
fact that the residents living in pension-
er's paradise are put to the test every time
they go to pick up their monthly earnings.
It is time to have better working conditions
in Post Offices.

C K Subramaniam | Chennai  

�����������	
������	
Sir — The University Grants Commission
has taken major steps to provide degree
and post-graduate education in other lan-
guages along with the Marathi language.
Accordingly, a master's training program
has been organized next month for pro-
fessors to create educational materials. As
a result of this, students will get a great
opportunity to learn the local language in
the coming academic years. Local language
has been given priority in the national edu-
cation policy. But the necessary education-
al materials are not available. As a result,
many rural students are unable to study
in the local language. Even during the three
years of implementation of NEP, many
course materials are not available in the

Marathi language. It will also be given. 
The support of the Indian Language
Committee will be taken for this. Overall,
this is good news in the background of the
strangulation of the Marathi language
going on in all areas. Today, children are
not given education in their mother
tongue in many places. If education is
given in the mother tongue, children
understand quickly and they understand
anything immediately. Recently the vol-
ume of English has increased in all areas.
In many places, Marathi schools are on the
verge of closure. Even today, despite ful-
filling all the conditions, the Marathi lan-
guage does not get the status of the Abhijit
language from the Centre. For that, it is
necessary to try at all levels. Overall, it is
necessary to give priority to Marathi in all
fields. It is good news that Marathi is being
included in degree and post-graduate edu-
cation. It is expected to be implemented
as soon as possible.

Shantaram Wagh | Pune

��������	�����������������
Sir — The idea of bureaucrats embodying
exemplary conduct for the public takes a
blow when incidents like the Singrauli
SDM episode surface. His act of having a
female employee tie his shoelace in pub-
lic triggered outrage, highlighting the stark
contrast between expected behaviour and
reality. The swift transfer in response to
public outcry via social media underscores
the need for greater accountability and sen-
sitivity among those entrusted with posi-
tions of power. 
Such blatant abuse of authority cannot be
tolerated, especially in public spaces.
Moving forward, the government must
prioritize not only competence but also
ethical conduct when selecting officials for
crucial roles. Common courtesy and
respect for basic human dignity should be
non-negotiable, forming the bedrock of
every bureaucrat's interaction with the
public. Only then can we rebuild trust and
pave the way for a government that truly
serves its people.

N Mateeni | Mumbai

�	���	������������	���
Sir — People are infuriated over the lack-
adaisical attitude of authorities towards
improving the condition of the post
offices in the country which has been lying
in a dilapidated condition for a long.
Residents have complained that even the
name of the post office has not been dis-
played properly at most of the places.
Moreover, the internet services fail to pro-
vide connectivity during peak hours. A
member of the grievances redressal com-
mittee said higher authorities of the
postal department had not shown any
interest in improving the condition of the
post office. The infrastructure of the post
office needs to be improved. 
There is a need to beautify the staff coun-
ters to give a neat and clean look to these
counters. There is also a need to provide
better seating arrangements. There was
also a need to recruit more staff at the post
offices. Retires invest their hard-earned
money, wait for hours and then become
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Banerjee subsequently pro-
posed the name of Congress
chief Kharge as the coalition
chief, a  move Tyagi claims
was part of a broader conspir-
acy. Tyagi stated that Nitish
Kumar mobilised an alliance
that united all non-Congress
parties. 
However, it is now disinte-
grating. The situation in
Punjab and Bihar is on the
verge of collapse, and the
coalition in West Bengal is
also falling apart. Nitish con-
firmed that he left the INDIA.
alliance because it didn't meet
his expectations. He felt he
was the only one working
towards the coalition's goals.
Although the partnership has
brought together all non-
Congress parties, the alliance
disintegrated in West Bengal
and almost collapsed in Bihar
and Punjab.
There is also an untold story.
Lalu Yadav, the leader of the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD),
encouraged Nitish Kumar to
form an opposition coalition
at the national level to aim for
the position of Prime
Ministerial candidate. The
purpose of this plan was to
pave the way for Lalu Yadav's
son to become the Chief
Minister. However, the plan

failed when Mallikarjun
Kharge was chosen as the
leader of the new coalition.
Consequently, Nitish Kumar
sided with the (BJP.).
Kumar's credibility has been
tarnished because of his
unwavering desire to hold
power, regardless of the
repercussions. He has
changed political allegiances
several times, always for his
benefit, and currently holds
the title of Chief Minister
with the longest tenure.
Nitish's track record shows
that after exploring other
options in 2013, Nitish
Kumar left the BJP and allied
with the RJD. and Congress.
After the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, he aligned with the
BJP. again and became the
Chief Minister in 2020.
However, two years later,
Kumar left the BJP and
formed a new government
with the RJD. and Congress.
Now he has dumped the RJD.
That is why he is called Palti
Ram. 
Despite being an experienced
politician, Nitish Kumar's
frequent changes in stance
have cost him the chance to
be considered as a prime
ministerial candidate for the
opposition party, especially at

the age of 72. The BJP's dis-
mantling of the INDIA. bloc
may facilitate Prime Minister
Modi to win his third term.
In Bihar, mobilising OBC
votes to achieve electoral suc-
cess is imperative. In
November 2023, Bihar
increased the reservation for
Scheduled Castes and
Extremely Backward Castes.
It is unclear how long the
Nitish and the BJP partner-
ship will last. 
They may work together until
the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls, but what will happen
afterwards is uncertain. The
Bharatiya Janata Party may
support Nitish only until the
Lok Sabha polls and their
support could decrease after-
wards-some question
whether the alliance will con-
tinue until the 2025 Bihar
Assembly polls.
Nitish has shown that it's pos-
sible to retain power by using
clever bargaining skills and
winning a few seats, even if
only 4% of the electorate
belongs to their caste. But one
thing is sure: Given Nitish's
track record, there could be
other flip-flops. 

(The writer is a popular
columnist; views 

are personal)
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On Sunday, Bihar
Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar
threw a bombshell
by leaving the rul-

ing Mahagathbandhan in Bihar
and returning to the NDA.
coalition. He also quit the oppo-
sition coalition which he had
built eight months ago. This dis-
mantling of the bloc has dealt a
significant blow to the INDIA.
bloc at the national level. They
missed the slim chance of defeat-
ing the BJP. in the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls. It is worth explor-
ing how Bihar's politics may
affect the national landscape.
Kumar's decision to return to the
NDA. fold could benefit the BJP.
but weaken the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD.) and Congress in
Bihar. It could ultimately impact
the opposition bloc at the
national level. This BJP.- J.D. (U)
partnership could improve the
chances of the BJP. winning
more seats in the upcoming
2024 general elections and help
Modi achieve a hat trick. 
The BJP. tried to break the
opposition coalition and partner
with the J.D. (U) alliance. The
Party sees  Nitish Kumar as a
critical ally in Bihar and believes
their partnership can win in the
2024 elections. Kumar has only
45 seats in the current Assembly,
while the RJD. and BJP. have 78
and 79 seats, respectively.
Despite this, Nitish managed to
continue as the chief minister.
Did the Congress party have a
hand in Nitish Kumar's depar-
ture from the IN.D.I.A. opposi-
tion bloc? The reason behind
this setback was the decision to
sideline Nitish and promote
Congress. Kumar accused the
Party of being responsible for the
failed alliance, arguing that the
situation arose due to poor
communication.
KC Tyagi of the Janata Dal-
United (JDU) has levelled accu-
sations against the Congress
party that it conspired to dom-
inate the Opposition bloc. On
January 13th in Mumbai, the
Chief  (CPI-M) Sitaram Yechori
proposed Nitish Kumar as the
convener of the bloc. This sug-
gestion was supported by most
of the other leaders present.
However, Rahul Gandhi voiced
his disagreement. Mamata
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Ranganathan Sivakumar| Chennai
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The adoption of a robust
Maritime Domain
Awareness (MDA)

framework is crucial for
addressing the challenges faced
by maritime-dependent indus-
tries and nations worldwide. In
order to demonstrate the nec-
essary commitment towards
the protection of marine infra-
structure and maritime
domains, India must strength-
en its maritime security pro-
grammes by keeping the rapid-
ly changing maritime geopol-
itics and emergence of diverse
threats in attention. By priori-
tising research and develop-
ment funding' and 'promoting
international MDA partner-
ships,' India can position itself
as the global leader in mar-
itime security.
India's Maritime Domain
Awareness (MDA) concepts

must undergo a significant
transformation, shifting from
traditional water surface-cen-
tric initiatives to embrace
space-based monitoring and
AI-driven Operational
Technology (OT) systems. The
focus on maritime security
needs to extend beyond terri-
torial limitations to encompass
regional and global perspec-
tives, recognizing the height-
ened competition in seas.
Given India's substantial glob-

al role in maritime affairs,
effective MDA models must be
prioritized as a fundamental
component of the maritime
security outlook. This evolu-
tion is essential to proactively
address emerging threats,
enhance surveillance capabil-
ities, and foster international
collaboration in securing mar-
itime interests.
In the context of multilateral
Maritime Domain Awareness
(MDA) cooperation, the
Maldives' geographical prox-
imity to China's expansion
goals and the rising maritime
incidents underscore the crit-
ical need for vigilant maritime
monitoring. Proactively
addressing China's increasing
influence in the South China
Sea is imperative. Given its sta-
tus as the largest stakeholder
and the key actor in the Indian

Ocean Region, India must
take the lead in institutional-
izing MDA. 
Recognising the inadequacy of
limited national capacity to
protect vast water expanses,
this necessitates fostering mul-
tilateral cooperation, promot-
ing inclusivity, and leveraging
sophisticated technologies. As
one of the largest maritime
operators strategically posi-
tioned in the region, India
should formalize a framework
for multilateral MDA cooper-
ation involving relevant par-
ties. This initiative can facili-
tate access to robust yet afford-
able MDA resources, while
also fostering intelligence shar-
ing and joint exercises to col-
lectively address diverse mar-
itime security challenges.
India has demonstrated a
strong commitment to

enhancing its Maritime
Domain Awareness (MDA)
capabilities, particularly in the
aftermath of the "26/11"
attacks. Notable initiatives,
such as the National Marine
Domain Awareness (NMDA)
project and the collaboration
with France on the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR) satellite
constellation, highlight India's
proactive efforts to create an
integrated MDA network. To
ensure a cohesive and success-
ful MDA approach, there must
be a focus on establishing a
specialised coordination body,
conducting regular audits, and
evaluating past initiatives.
Recognizing the dynamic
nature of maritime threats, the
involvement of multiple stake-
holders and adaptability to
evolving scenarios are empha-
sized, contributing to the

resilience and effectiveness of
the MDA framework.
Integrating current unmanned
technology with human intel-
ligence transforms marine
security. India can lead mar-
itime security by integrating
these technology into marine
plans faster. Real-time threat
identification, thorough mon-
itoring, vessel vetting, due dili-
gence, and AI insights to opti-
mise the MDA framework
are required. Technology, espe-
cially AI, improves Maritime
Domain Awareness (MDA)
for countries like India. For
early threat detection, deliber-
ate investments in cutting-
edge surveillance and intelli-
gence technology like ASVs,
UAVs, and UUVs are neces-
sary. Autonomous systems like
ASVs, UAVs, and UUVs
improve reaction and marine

security.
Initiatives such as the National
Command, Control,
Communication, and
Intelligence (NC3I) network
demonstrate the scope of
MDA operations. Succinct
and adaptable MDA is the
result of periodic revisions in
response to emerging threats
and the active participation of
experts from diverse disci-
plines. For autonomous system
integration and preparation
against emerging threats, a
specialised task force, learning
processes, and technology
infrastructure updates are
essential. It is imperative that
collaborations be formed with
academic institutions, research
centres, and technological
firms. Cybersecurity and inter-
operability assure MDA
unmanned system security

and efficiency. Regular cyber-
security audits strengthen
MDA systems against evolving
cyber threats. India must mod-
ernise its technology and form
new cybersecurity alliances to
handle marine security issues.
Since the "26/11" event, India's
Navy and MDA have
increased maritime security
initiatives, demonstrating a
commitment to securing the
whole maritime domain.
Recent successes in right-time
detection and fast eradication
of varied marine threats high-
light MDA's naval operating
concept evolution. Investment
in naval personnel training and
cutting-edge technology would
help the Indian Navy meet
MDA goals.

(The Author is working with
an Independent Think Tank;

views are personal)
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that facilitates targeted intervention
and reduces the wastage of critical
resources such as water, chemicals,
and fertilizers. The high-resolution
imagery obtained from drones can
provide valuable insights that enable
targeted intervention and prevent
the unnecessary application of
treatments across the entire field.
Moreover, drones can help convert
the abstract concept of precision
agriculture into multifaceted
approaches through compelling
data and actionable insights.
Remote sensing and monitoring:
Effective monitoring of crop health
is crucial for farmers to achieve
maximum yield and profits. The
use of drones equipped with hyper-
spectral imaging technology has
brought a revolutionary change in
how we perceive crop health. In a
recent study, it was revealed that
drones can detect pest infestations
up to 2 weeks earlier than tradition-
al monitoring methods. This early
detection can potentially save up to
30% of the harvest that might oth-
erwise be lost.
Precision crop management:
Finding a balance between agricul-
tural production and environmen-
tal preservation is crucial. The
excessive use of chemicals and
water scarcity can lead to environ-
mental degradation, which is a
pressing concern that the agricul-
ture sector must address. 
Drones can play a vital role in solv-
ing these issues by accurately iden-
tifying areas that require water. By
doing so, farmers can reduce water
usage by approximately 25%, there-
by promoting sustainable agricul-
ture.
Drones are not only useful for sur-
veillance purposes, but when
equipped with the right analytical
capabilities, they can also provide
actionable insights for real-time
crop management. For example, by
utilizing data collected and analyzed
by drones, farmers can reduce fer-

tilizer usage by an average of 26%
by applying it only where needed.
This is not only beneficial from a
financial perspective but also con-
tributes to sustainable agriculture
that reduces environmental impact.
Efficient field scouting: Given
India's vast geographical expanse,
monitoring remote or hard-to-
reach farms is a unique challenge.
Here, drones are an asset, reducing
the hours of manual labour
involved in field scouting to mere
minutes. According to recent esti-
mates, drones can cover 200 acres
in just 30 minutes, offering timely
and accurate data. It is valuable for
smallholder farmers, who make up
close to 68% of the Indian farming
community, enabling them to act
before a problem like a pest infes-
tation becomes economically dam-
aging. This efficiency in field scout-
ing allows farmers to stay ahead of
potential issues, even in remote or
less accessible parts of their farms.
Instead of labour-intensive, time-
consuming manual inspections,
drones provide a cost-effective and
timely alternative. According to the
estimates prepared by IFFCO, a
drone takes just around 8-10 min-
utes to spray one acre. 
Data-driven decision-making: We
are in an era where data-driven
strategies are not the exception but
the rule, and agriculture is keeping
pace. Drones generate extensive
datasets that offer an in-depth look
into crop health, growth patterns,
and other variables. 
For example, a farmer can now
optimise planting densities of sug-
arcane-based on drone-collected
data, potentially increasing yields by
up to 10%. Imagine a farmer in the
heart of Punjab who can now use
drone-acquired data to optimise
planting densities, manage nutrients
effectively, and plan their harvest
with precision. Such data-driven
decisions can lead to higher yields
and, consequently, better profits.

Cost savings: In a sector where prof-
it margins can be wafer-thin, drones
serve as a cost-effective ally. Early
detection of potential issues allows
for timely and, therefore, less cost-
ly interventions. By helping farm-
ers make data-backed decisions,
drones help avert financial setbacks.
By advising on agri-input use
before visible crop issues occur, they
can prevent the need for expensive
interventions later during the crop
cycle.
Weather forecasting: For a good
yield, optimum weather remains
crucial. Equipped with weather
monitoring technology, drones can
serve as weather stations in the sky,
providing real-time data on the
weather. This information is invalu-
able for planning farm operations
and responding to changing weath-
er patterns. In India, where mon-
soons can be a farmer's best friend
or worst enemy, having up-to-the-
minute weather data is a game-
changer. It allows farmers to make
informed decisions about when to
plant, irrigate, or harvest, ultimate-
ly improving farm resilience.
Conclusion: The government's
shows a growing affinity for preci-
sion agriculture suggests that
drones are set to become an inte-
gral part of crop cultivation prac-
tices. By blending traditional farm-
ing expertise with advanced tech-
nology, farmers can anticipate a
more optimistic and fruitful future.
Moreover, the government can off-
set the 80% cost of drone adoption
through significant savings on fer-
tilizers and pesticides subsidies, as
the use of drone technology leads
to reduced consumption.

(The Author is vice-chairman of
Sonalika Group and vice-chair-

man of the Punjab Economic
Policy and Planning Board,
Chairman of ASSOCHAM

Northern Region Development
Council. Views 

expressed are personal)

In Punjab, where drones remain asso-
ciated mostly with dropping drugs
and arms from Pakistan in border
areas, now they are poised to gain a
new skyline to revolutionise the

agriculture sector.
Kiranpal Kaur of Sekha village in Barnala
district, who has only completed her edu-
cation up to class 10 and has never trav-
elled in a plane, is now a trained drone pilot.
She travels across the district to provide
rental services for spraying fertilisers and
pesticides and undertaking surveys to
check for any crop damage in the fields.
These Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs)
are the cutting-edge solution for driving
agriculture towards higher efficiency, sus-
tainability and profitability. 
To further empower rural women Self Help
Groups (SHGs), the subsidised 'Namo
Drone Didi' Scheme was launched in
December last year with an outlay of
Rs.1261 Crore for the period from 2024-
25 to 2025-26. The scheme aims to equip
and train at least 15,000 women SHGs.
Kiranpal is among the first batch of 22 rural
women SHGs in Punjab, out of 300
women SHGs across the country, to be
equipped with Kisan drones.
Potential: The market cost of a high-end
drone that can perform multiple tasks is
approximately Rs 15 lakh. However, the
government has introduced subsidised
schemes that offer subsidies of Rs 4-8 lakh
on each drone and a 3% interest subven-
tion on loans. This initiative is expected to
have a significant impact on the Indian
agriculture drone market, which is project-
ed to grow at an annual average rate of over
25% from 2024 to 2028. Additionally, the
global market for agricultural drones is
expected to reach USD 4.7 billion by the
end of 2026, with a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 31.3% during the
forecast period of 2024 to 2026. The
increasing demand for agricultural drones,
which have several applications such as
field mapping, automated seeding, fertil-
izer sprayers, crop analysis, and imaging,
is expected to propel market growth in the
coming years.
The adoption of drone technology serves
as an advanced decision support system
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Northern Ireland’s largest
British unionist party has

agreed to end a boycott that left
the region’s people without a
power-sharing administration
for two years and rattled the
foundations of the 25-year-
old peace. The breakthrough
could see the shuttered Belfast
government restored within
days. After a marathon late-
night meeting, Democratic
Unionist Party leader Jeffrey
Donaldson said Tuesday that
the party’s executive had
backed proposals to return to
the government. He said agree-
ments reached with the UK
government in London “pro-
vide a basis for our party to
nominate members to the
Northern Ireland Executive,
thus seeing the restoration of
the locally elected institutions”.

The breakthrough after
months of inconclusive nego-
tiations came after the UK
government last week gave
Northern Ireland politicians
until Feb 8 to restore the
Northern Ireland Assembly
and the local government or
face new elections. “All the con-
ditions are in place for the
Assembly to return,” Northern
Ireland Secretary Chris
Heaton-Harris said. He said he
would publish details of the UK
government’s new proposals
on Wednesday, after briefing all
of Northern Ireland’s main
political parties.

The DUP walked out in
February 2022 in a dispute over
post-Brexit trade rules. Ever
since, it has refused to return
to the government with the
Irish nationalist party Sinn
Fein. Under power-sharing
rules established as part of
Northern Ireland’s peace
process, the administration
must include both British
unionists and Irish nationalists.

The walkout left Northern
Ireland’s 1.9 million people
without a functioning admin-
istration to make key decisions
as the cost of living soared and
backlogs strained the creaking
public health system. Amid
mounting public frustration,
teachers, nurses and other pub-

lic sector workers staged a 24-
hour strike this month calling
on politicians to return to the
government and give them a
long-delayed pay raise. The
British government has agreed
to give Northern Ireland more
than 3 billion pounds ($3.8 bil-
lion) for its public services, but
only if the executive in Belfast
gets back up and running.

The political impasse in
Northern Ireland stems from
the United Kingdom’s deci-
sion to leave the European
Union and its borderless trad-
ing bloc after decades of mem-
bership. The DUP quit the
government in opposition to
new trade rules put in place
after the UK left the EU in 2020
that imposed customs checks
and other hurdles on goods
moving to Northern Ireland
from the rest of the UK.

The checks were estab-
lished to maintain an open bor-
der between the north and its
EU neighbour, the Republic of
Ireland — a key pillar of the
peace process that ended
decades of violence in
Northern Ireland. The DUP,
though, says the new east-west
customs border undermines
Northern Ireland’s place in the
UK.

In February 2023, the UK
and the EU agreed on a deal to
ease customs checks and other
hurdles for goods moving to
Northern Ireland from the rest
of the UK. But it was not
enough for the DUP, which
continued its government boy-
cott. Donaldson said further
measures agreed by the British
government will “remove
checks for goods moving with-
in the UK and remaining in
Northern Ireland and will end
Northern Ireland automatical-
ly following future EU laws”.

The DUP’s decision faces
opposition from some hard-
line unionists, who fiercely
guard Northern Ireland’s place
in the UK and say even light-
touch post-Brexit checks create
a de facto internal trade barri-
er. Dozens of protesters gath-
ered outside the DUP meeting
venue outside Belfast late
Monday, waving placards say-
ing, “Stop DUP sellout”.
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Hanoi (Vietnam): The
Philippines and Vietnam signed
an agreement Tuesday on pre-
venting and managing inci-
dents in the disputed South
China Sea during Philippine
President Ferdinand Marcos,
Jr.’s visit to Hanoi. Several coun-
tries, including the Philippines
and Vietnam, are locked in
maritime disputes with China
over its claims of sovereignty
over virtually the entire South
China Sea, one of the world’s
most crucial waterways for ship-
ping, and high-seas face offs
between Chinese and Philippine
ships have intensified over the
past year in the contested waters,
fuelling fears of a wider conflict.

The Philippines and
Vietnam agreed Tuesday to
increase coordination on mar-
itime issues and work to pro-
mote trust and confidence, the
Philippine government said in a
statement.They didn’t release

details about what actions they
would take under the agree-
ment.“Vietnam remains the sole
strategic partner of the
Philippines in the ASEAN
region,” Marcos said during a
meeting with his Vietnamese
counterpart, Vo Van Thuong,
referring to the regional group-
ing of Southeast Asian nations.

He added that while mar-
itime cooperation was the “foun-
dation” for this partnership,
relations between the two
nations had expanded.The two
countries also signed a deal on
Tuesday for Vietnam to supply
the Philippines with 1.5 million
to 2 million metric tons (1.6 to
2.2 million US tons) of rice each
year at affordable prices.

Vietnamese rice accounts
for 85 per cent of imported rice
in the Philippines and the two
countries agreed to create a
framework for ensuring stable
supplies. AP
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Washington (PTI): US
National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan and his Chinese coun-
terpart Wang Yi held more
than 12 hours of meetings in
Bangkok, the White House
said Monday. “Over the week-
end, National Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan held more than
12 hours of meetings in
Bangkok with his counterpart
from the People’s Republic of
China, Director Wang Yi,”
John Kirby, NSC Coordinator
for Strategic Communications
at the White House told
reporters at a news conference
here.

“Sullivan and Director
Wang took stock of progress
on key issues following the
meeting between President
(Joe) Biden and (Chinese)
President Xi (Jinping) back in
November. Now, that includes
discussing efforts to resume
military-to-military communi-
cation, which has occurred;
addressing artificial intelli-
gence safety and risks; and
advancing bilateral counter-
narcotics cooperation,” Kirby
said.

In fact, the launch of a
working group on counter-
narcotics will begin Tuesday in
Beijing. The US delegation
will be led by Deputy
Homeland Security Advisor
Jen Daskal.

“The two sides also held
constructive discussions on
global and regional issues,
including those related to
Russia’s war against Ukraine;
the Middle East, of course; the
DPRK; the South China Sea;
and Burma. And they also dis-
cussed cross-Strait issues,”
Kirby said.

At a separate news confer-
ence with Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, NATO
Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg welcomed that the
United States and other allies
engage with China in dia-
logue on issues of mutual con-
cern, like climate change and
arms control.
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The Chinese government
has protested to the United

States over the treatment of
Chinese arriving to study in
America, saying some have
been interrogated for hours,
had their electronic devices
checked and in some cases
were forcibly deported from
the country.Xie Feng, the
Chinese ambassador in
Washington, said dozens of
Chinese holding valid visas
have been denied entry over
the past few months when
returning to school from over-
seas travel or visiting relatives
in China, according to a post
on the Chinese Embassy web-
site.

“When they landed at the
airport, what awaited them
was an eight-hour-long inter-
rogation by officers who pro-
hibited them from contacting
their parents, made groundless
accusations against them and
even forcibly repatriated them
and banned their entry,” he
said on Sunday at an event at

the embassy on student
exchanges. “This is absolutely
unacceptable.”The protest
comes as the US and China try
to boost student and other
exchanges to shore up their
relations, which have turned
confrontational in recent years
over trade, technology, human
rights and, more fundamental-
ly, the future direction of the
world.Nearly 290,000 Chinese
students are in the US, about
one-third of the foreign stu-
dents in the country, according
to the embassy post. China has

more than 1.3 million stu-
dents studying abroad, more
than any other country, it said.

In a separate online state-
ment, the Chinese Embassy
said it had made “solemn rep-
resentations” to the US govern-
ment about the treatment of
students arriving at Dulles air-
port in Washington, D.C. The
statement reminded Chinese
students to be cautious when
entering through the airport.

It wasn’t clear whether
Xie’s comments referenced
cases only at Dulles or at other

entry points as well.China’s
state media have reported at
least three cases since
November at Dulles where
Chinese students lost their
valid student visas, received a
five-year entry ban and were
repatriated following long
hours of interrogations,

They were asked if their
studies were financed by the
Chinese government, if they
were members of the Chinese
Communist Party or its youth
arm, and if their research was
linked to the Chinese govern-
ment, the Chinese military or
key state laboratories.  The stu-
dents were headed to the
National Cancer Institute, Yale
University and the University
of Maryland respectively.

At least eight Chinese
entering the US with valid
documents were repatriated
since November, according to
state media reports.The US
Department of Homeland
Security and the American
Embassy in Beijing did not
respond to requests for com-
ment.
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French President Emmanuel
Macron was welcomed on

Tuesday with pomp and cere-
mony at the start of a two-day
state visit to Sweden during
which he will meet Prime
Minister Ulf Kristersson and
the Scandinavian country’s
monarch, King Carl XVI
Gustaf.

Macron and his wife,
Brigitte, were greeted by the
king in the inner courtyard of
the downtown Stockholm royal
castle that is the official resi-
dence of the Swedish royals.
There, Macron and Carl Gustaf
reviewed members of the
Grenadier Guards that had
lined up.

Macron noted that it had
been too long since a French
president visited Sweden — the
last time was in 2000, when
Jacques Chirac traveled to the
Scandinavian country. “My
visit is therefore first and fore-

most to renew our friendship,
our partnership in the
European Union, and as
Sweden prepares to join NATO,
our alliance,” Macron said.
Later Tuesday, Macron is to dis-
cuss the future of European
security at a military academy
in Stockholm, together with
Kristersson and the king.
Russia’s war on Ukraine and
Sweden’s NATO application
are likely to be on the table.

After more than a year of
delays, Turkiye earlier this
month completed its ratifica-
tion of Sweden’s bid to join
NATO, meaning Hungary is
now the last member of the
military alliance not to have
given its approval. All NATO
countries must agree before a
new member can join the
alliance. Following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022, Sweden and
neighbouring Finland aban-
doned their traditional posi-
tions of military nonalignment

to seek protection under
NATO’s security umbrella.
Finland joined the alliance last
year.

On Wednesday, Macron
and his wife are to travel to
Malmo, Sweden’s third largest
city, in southern Sweden, where
they will visit a European mul-
tidisciplinary research facility
under construction and visit a
company to discuss green tech-
nologies.At home, Macron’s
government faces angry farm-
ers who have camped out
around Paris. They demand
better pay, fewer constraints
and lower costs. On Monday,
they encircled Paris with traf-
fic-snarling barricades, using
hundreds of tractors and hay
bales to block highways leading
to the capital. The French pres-
ident initially was to travel to
Sweden in late October, but the
visit was postponed due to the
Gaza war that began with
Hamas’ attack in southern
Israel on October 7. 
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Washington (PTI): An Indian
student pursuing a double
major at the prestigious Purdue
University in the US state of
Indiana, who went missing on
Sunday, has been confirmed
dead, the university has said.

Tippecanoe County
Coroner’s Office officials were
called around 11:30 a.m. on
Sunday to 500 Allison Road in
West Lafayette for a possible
dead body. Upon arrival, a
“college-aged male” was found
deceased outside Maurice J.
Zucrow Laboratories on
Purdue’s campus. Neel Acharya
went missing on Sunday. “It is
with great sadness that I inform
you that one of our students
Neel Acharya has passed away.
The leadership in the
Department of Computer
Science expresses our pro-
found sorrow for his passing. I

am deeply saddened by his loss.
My condolences go out to his
friends family and all affected,”
Chris Clifton, interim head of
the university’s Computer
Science Department, said in an
email to the department on
Monday.

Clifton said Neel was a dri-
ven individual and academical-
ly talented. He pursued a dou-
ble major in computer science
and data science and was a
John Martinson Honors
College student. “He aspired to
pursue numerous academic
achievements and shared pro-
found connections with
friends. He was very proud of
and cared deeply for his broth-
ers at Triangle Fraternity. Neel
could be counted on to reach
out to others and make them
feel included. He was an
achiever and an includer, with

his: most notable qualities
being genuine kindness and
unwavering compassion,”
Clifton said. Clifton told the
local Purdue Exponent news-
paper that he received an email
from the Office of the Dean of
Students confirming Acharya’s
death.“A deceased person was
found that matched Neel’s
description and had Neel’s ID
on (him),” he said.

Goury Acharya, the moth-
er of the dead student, in a post
on X on Monday, said:  “Our
son Neel Acharya has been
missing since yesterday January
28 (12:30 AM EST) He is
studying at Purdue University
in the US. He was last seen by
the Uber driver who dropped
him off at Purdue University.
We are looking for any info on
him. Please help us if you
know anything.”
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Houston (PTI): “Universe
Chants Jai Shree Ram” aerial
banner across the US city of
Houston enthralled Indian
Americans as the excitement of
the inauguration of the Ram
Mandir continues to thrill the
community members days after
the spectacular ceremony in
Ayodhya. After recent freeze
and rain, devotees dressed in eth-
nic wear, waving saffron flags
and chanting “Jai Shree Ram”,
gathered at the Gujrat Samaj of
Houston and other venues on
Sunday to watch the spectacle.

The pilot of the aircraft on
which the banner was flown was
also greeted by resounding
chants of “Jai Shri Ram”. The
organisers spread the word about
the first-of-its-kind aerial banner
crossing across Houston on
Sunday between 1-3 p.m.
through a flier “Embracing the

Skies, the Universe Chants Jai
Shri Ram”.The devotees stayed
glued to the sky across the city
as the flier read: “Keep an eye on
the sky and chant Jai Shri Ram
when you see the plane in your
area with the above
message.”Umang Mehta, the
organiser of the aerial show, told
PTI: “The project was designed
to celebrate the opening of Shri
Ram Temple after 500 years of
long struggle of sacrifice and
determination and send a
refreshing message that resonat-
ed with members of the Hindu
community in a captivating and
unforgettable way.”“Besides being
the first word heard from the
moon, Houston earned another
feather in the cap, with this aer-
ial banner. It was an effective way
to share our joy with the world,
as this is probably the first time
in history that an aerial banner

hailing Shri Ram was flown
anywhere in the world,” Dr
Kusum Vyas, another organiser
helping the project, said.

The aerial banner project
was conceived by Umang Mehta
and assisted by Dr. Kusum Vyas,
Saurabh Shandilya, Achalesh
Amar, and Anant Srivastava
with support from the
International Hindi Association
(IHA).“The clear skies were lit up
with Shri Ram chants, a proud
divine moment, which amalga-
mated culture and Indian pride,
on the occasion of Pran
Pratishtha in Ayodhya,” said
Swapan Dhairyan, trustee IHA. 

Capturing rare moments of
the view, Saurabh Shandilya
said: “The city experienced an
enchanting view as the banner
adorned the skies, contributing
a cultural vibrancy to our diverse
atmosphere.” 
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London (PTI): An Indian-ori-
gin couple in the UK, whose
extradition was sought by
India, has been convicted of
exporting more than half a
tonne of cocaine to Australia
after an investigation found
that they were behind a front
company that had sent the
drugs by plane under a cover
load of metal toolboxes.

Arti Dhir, 59, and
Kavaljitsinh Raijada, 35, from
Hanwell in Ealing were identi-
fied by the National Crime
Agency (NCA) investigators
after Australian Border Force
intercepted the cocaine worth
57 million pounds upon its
arrival in Sydney in May 2021,
the agency said in a statement
on Monday.
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Israeli forces disguised as civil-
ian women and medical work-

ers stormed a hospital on
Tuesday in the occupied West
Bank, killing three Palestinian
militants in a dramatic raid that
underscored how deadly vio-
lence has spilled into the terri-
tory from the war in Gaza. The
Palestinian Health Ministry said
Israeli forces opened fire inside
the wards of the Ibn Sina
Hospital in the town of Jenin.
The ministry condemned the
raid and called on the interna-
tional community to pressure
Israel’s military to halt such
operations in hospitals. A hos-
pital spokesperson said there
was no exchange of fire, indicat-
ing that it was a targeted killing.
The military said the militants
were using the hospital as a hide-
out, without providing evidence.
It alleged that one of those tar-
geted in the raid had transferred
weapons and ammunition to
others for a planned attack,
purportedly inspired by the
Hamas assault on southern Israel
on October 7 that triggered the

war in Gaza.
Footage said to be security

camera video from the hospital
that circulated on social media
showed about a dozen under-
cover forces, most of them
armed, dressed as women with
Muslim headscarves or hospital
staff in scrubs or white doctor’s

coats. One in a surgical mask
carried a rifle in one arm and a
folded wheelchair in the other.
The forces were seen patting
down one man who kneeled
against a wall, his arms
raised.The Associated Press has
not independently verified the
footage, but it is in line with its

reporting. Meanwhile, fighting
continued in the Gaza Strip,
even as talks inched forward on
a cease-fire to pause the war,
which began when hundreds of
Hamas-led militants stormed
into Israel, killing about 1,200
people, mostly civilians, and
abducting about 250 others.

In response, Israel launched
a blistering air, sea and ground
offensive that killed more than
26,700 people in Gaza, accord-
ing to the Health Ministry in the
Hamas-run territory. The min-
istry count does not distinguish
between fighters and noncom-
batants, but it says about two-
thirds of the dead are women
and minors.The conflict has
also levelled vast swaths of the
tiny coastal enclave, displaced 85
per cent of its population, and
pushed a quarter of residents to
starvation.  That humanitarian
crisis may soon be exacerbated,
the UN has warned, after sever-
al countries froze funding to the
main aid provider to Palestinians
in Gaza following Israeli claims
that a dozen of its workers par-
ticipated in the October 7
assault.
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Jailed former Pakistani prime
minister Imran Khan was sen-

tenced to 10 years in prison by
a special court on Tuesday for
leaking state secrets, in a major
blow to his bid to return to power
in the February 8 general elec-
tions.

The decision to sentence
Khan and ex-foreign minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi  was
announced by special court
Judge Abul Hasnat Zulqarnain
during the hearing of the case
held at the special court in
Adiala Jail at Rawalpindi estab-
lished under the stringent
Official Secrets Act.The 71-year-
old cricketer-turned-politician is
already serving a three-year jail
term after being convicted of cor-
ruption.

Khan’s party, the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) has faced
numerous troubles starting with
the denial of its election symbol,
the cricket bat, to the rejection
of nomination papers of Khan,
Qureshi, 67, and a number of
other party leaders. The contro-
versy first emerged on March 27,
2022, when Khan — less than a

month before his ouster in April
2022 — while addressing a pub-
lic rally waved a letter before the
crowd, claiming that it was a
cipher from a foreign nation that
had conspired with his political
rivals to have his government

overthrown.
Khan did not reveal the

contents of the letter nor did he
mention the name of the nation
it came from. But a few days later,
he accused the US of conspiring
against him and alleged that

Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asia Affairs
Donald Lu had sought his
removal. The cipher was about
former Pakistan ambassador to
the US Asad Majeed’s meeting
with Lu. The case was filed
against Khan and Qureshi on
August 15 last year by the Federal
Investigation Agency, which
accused both of violating the
secrecy laws while handling the
cable sent by the Pakistan
embassy in Washington in
March 2022. The verdict comes
nine days before the February 8
general elections, which the PTI
is contesting amid a state crack-
down and without an electoral
symbol.

Both Imran and Qureshi
have been in jail in the run-up
to the elections. While Imran’s
candidature was rejected,
Qureshi was cleared to run for
an NA seat from Thar. But
today’s conviction means that
both of them have been disqual-
ified from contesting elections
for the next five years, the Dawn
newspaper reported.

Both Khan and Qureshi
had pleaded not guilty to their
involvement in the offence relat-

ed to the alleged misuse of
diplomatic cable for political
purposes.

The PTI leaders confirmed
the development by saying that
it was a “sham case with no
access to media or public.”

“Legal team will challenge
the decision in a higher court
and hopefully will get this sen-
tence suspended, given the poor
proceedings of a case when
Islamabad High Court had
annulled proceedings twice,
ordered access to media and
public but on the contrary, access
of legal team was denied, and a
decision reached in a haste,” the
party said in WhatsApp mes-
sage.“God willing kaptaan and
vice kaptaan will be back soon,
and this sentence will be
(thrown) in the dustbin in the
appeal stage,” the party said.  This
is Imran’s second conviction as
he was also convicted in the
Toshakhana corruption case on
August 5, and sentenced to three
years’ imprisonment. It was
Qureshi’s first conviction.The
Islamabad High Court had sus-
pended his sentence. However,
a division bench had later reject-
ed Imran’s petition seeking the

suspension of the conviction.
At today’s hearing held in the

Adiala Jail, Khan and Qureshi
were given a questionnaire under
Section 342 (power to examine
the accused) of the Code of
Criminal Procedure.

After Imran recorded his
statement, the court asked him
about the whereabouts of the
cipher (diplomatic cable), to
which the former prime minis-
ter replied: “I have said the same
in my statement that I do not
know. The cipher was in my
office.”The judge then sentenced
the two leaders to 10 years in jail
in the case. After announcing the
verdict, the judge stepped out of
the courtroom, at which Qureshi
protested that his statement was
not recorded. PTI leader Gohar
Khan said that the special court
judge had announced the verdict
in haste, adding that proceedings
were not being conducted in
accordance with the law and the
Constitution.“He asked ques-
tions himself and the way our
witness was cross-examined,
you cannot find any such exam-
ples in history,” he said while
speaking to the media outside
the Islamabad High Court.
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Even as the main opposition
announced its plan to

impeach Maldives President
Mohamed Muizzu, the govern-
ment has approached the
Supreme Court over the recent
amendment to Parliament’s
standing orders which makes
the process of impeachment
easier, according to media
reports on Tuesday.

The Attorney General’s
Office filed the case on Sunday,
the same day when clashes
broke out in the House
between pro-government MPs
and opposition lawmakers fol-
lowing differences over the
approval of four members of
his cabinet.

The main opposition
Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP), which holds a major-
ity in the Maldivian Parliament,
on Monday, had stalled

approval of three members of
President Mohamed Muizzu’s
cabinet.

Soon after, the MDP had
announced that it planned to
submit a motion to impeach
President Muizzu and that it
already started gathering signa-
tures for the same.

The three ministers were,
however, re-appointed by
Monday evening.  The whole
row about allowing or not of
the three ministers started after
seven lawmakers resigned from
Parliament in November, to
assume top positions in
Muizzu’s administration.

“But the Elections
Commission decided against
holding by-elections as the
parliamentary elections are
scheduled for this year,” online
news portal Sun.mv reported
on Tuesday. Taking advantage
of the situation, the main oppo-

sition MDP amended
Parliament’s standing orders so
that vacated seats aren’t count-
ed when determining the total
number of MPs, it said.

Therefore, Parliament cur-

rently requires 54 votes to
impeach President Muizzu,
instead of the previous 58, as,
according to the amendment to
the standing orders, the total
number of MPs is now 80,

instead of 87. Last week, the
MDP and the Democrats
announced an alliance to work
together in the Parliament “to
hold the government account-
able.”“The MDP and
Democrats, have 56 MPs
between them; 43 MPs from
MDP, and 13 from Democrats.
They, therefore, have the power
to impeach the president, if
they wish,” Sun.com said.

Attorney General Ahmed
Usham told Sun.com on
Tuesday afternoon that his
office “filed the case with the
Supreme Court on Sunday but
the court has yet to register the
case.”On Monday, a lawmaker
from MDP confirmed the party
had gathered enough signa-
tures to file an impeachment
motion. But the party has not
yet submitted it.

Pro-China Muizzu, 45,
defeated India-friendly incum-

bent Ibrahim Mohamed Solih
in the presidential runoff held
in September last year. On
January 24, calling India the
“most long-standing ally,” the
MDP and the Democrats
expressed concern about the
Muizzu government’s “anti-
India stance.”

The Maldives’ proximity to
India, barely 70 nautical miles
from the island of Minicoy in
Lakshadweep and 300 nautical
miles from the mainland’s west-
ern coast, and its location at the
hub of commercial sea lanes
running through the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR) gives it
significant strategic impor-
tance. 
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A day after Maldives
President Mohamed Muizzu
re-appointed three members of

his cabinet, who were denied
approval during a vote in
Parliament, the main opposi-
tion party on Tuesday said it is
looking into the legality of his
move.

Led by the Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP),
which has the highest number
of members, the Maldivian
Parliament on Monday voted to
deny approval to Housing
Minister Ali Haidar Ahmed,
Islamic Minister Mohamed
Shaheem Ali Saeed and
Attorney General Ahmed
Usham, while Economic
Minister Mohamed Saeed nar-
rowly survived the same fate.
However, by evening, President
Muizzu had reinstated all of
them. 

Ali Niyaz, a top MDP offi-
cial, told Sun.mv that the reap-
pointment of the three minis-
ters was open to a huge legal

debate. “We (the MDP party)
are therefore seeking legal
counsel to determine whether
the president is authorised to
make such a decision and also
to decide the MDP’s next move.
“Our stand is clear. They do not
have our approval. This stand
hasn’t changed,” Niyaz was say-
ing.

The Maldivian Parliament
has a total of 80 members. The
Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP) has 45, followed by its
ally The Democrats (DEM)
with 13 members. Of the rul-
ing coalition of PPM-PNC,
the Progressive Party of the
Maldives has 2 while the
People’s National Congress has
13 members. 

There are three indepen-
dents while the Jumhooree
Party and the Maldives
Development Alliance (MDA)
have two each. 
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Hong Kong began public
consultation on a local

National Security Law on
Tuesday, more than three years
after Beijing imposed a similar
law that has all but wiped out
dissent in the semi-autonomous
city. The new law could expand
the government’s ability to pros-
ecute residents for offenses like
collaborating with foreign forces
to influence legislation or “pub-
lish misleading statements”, and
to close down civil society
organisations.

Some of its provisions
threaten criminal prosecutions
for acts committed anywhere in
the world.

Hong Kong’s mini-constitu-
tion, the Basic Law, calls for the
city to enact a national securi-
ty law, but it’s been delayed for
decades because of widespread
public opposition based on
fears it would erode civil liber-
ties. In 2003, an attempt to pass
a version of the law sparked
street protests that drew half a
million people, and the legisla-
tion was shelved.

But the city’s crackdown on
political opposition likely clears
the way for the bill to pass eas-
ily. Since 2020, many of the city’s
leading pro-democracy activists
have been arrested, silenced or

forced into exile. Dozens of civil
society groups have been dis-
banded, and outspoken media
outlets like Apple Daily and
Stand News have been shut
down.

The draft text will be writ-
ten later based on input from
public consultation, which will
begin Tuesday and will end on
February 28. But the city
released a 110-page document
Tuesday outlining its plans for
the legislation.

City leader John Lee called
the legislation a “constitutional
responsibility”.

“We shouldn’t wait any
longer,” he said during a news
conference. “The threats to
national security, they are real.
We have experienced all these
threats. We have suffered from
them badly.”Both the Hong
Kong and Beijing governments
have hailed the previous
National Security Law for
restoring stability after the mas-
sive pro-democracy protests in
2019. 

Lee said a local version is
still necessary to keep Hong
Kong safe against “potential
sabotage” and “undercurrents
that try to create troubles”, in
particular surviving ideas about
Hong Kong independence. Lee
also said that some foreign
agents may still be active in

Hong Kong.He said other coun-
tries, including the UK, UK, and
Singapore, have similar laws to
safeguard security and Hong
Kong would draw from them.

Critics worry authorities
will use a domestic national
security law as another tool to
crack down on dissidents, fur-
ther eroding freedoms that were
promised to the former British
colony when it returned to
Chinese rule in 1997.

The Beijing-imposed secu-
rity law criminalised subversion,
advocating secession, and col-
lusion with foreign forces to
intervene in the city’s affairs as
well as terrorism, but did not
cover all the offenses authorities
wanted to target. 

Eric Lai, a research fellow at
the Georgetown Centre for
Asian Law, said that the one-
month public consultation was
shorter than the three months
typical for important laws, say-
ing it appeared to be “window
dressing”. 

Highlights of the package
include a ban on “threatening
national security by collaborat-
ing with external forces to inter-
fere in the affairs of our coun-
try or the HKSAR through
improper means”.

The document also sug-
gested that colluding with an
“external force” to publish a mis-

leading statement with the
intent of endangering national
security could be considered an
espionage offence.

It also bans inciting public
officials to abandon the Basic
Law or their allegiance to Hong
Kong and China, expanding an
existing law that only covered
members of the police and
other security forces.Lee
promised that people could still
criticise the Hong Kong govern-
ment and express opinions, as
long as they do not intend to
endanger national security.The
government has already muz-
zled most dissent using existing
laws. Hundreds of people have
been arrested under the 2020
law. 

Some 47 people were
charged under the 2020 law for
participating in an unofficial
primary election, and two were
convicted during the same time
under an older sedition law for
clapping in court and insulting
a judge during a trial.

Lee said that the law will not
provide for suspects to be
transerred to mainland China
for trial, unlike the 2020 law.

Security chief Chris Tang
said the legislation would cover
the use of computers and elec-
tronic systems to endanger
national security, as well as dis-
closing state secrets and espi-

onage, treason and sedition.
The proposal includes an
expanded definition of state
secrets that covers the “econom-
ic and social development of
Hong Kong,” as well as defense
and diplomatic activities.The
leader of the city’s largest pro-
democracy party called for clar-
ification about how the law
will define state secrets.
Democratic Party Chairman
Lo Kin-hei asked if journalists
could be liable when reporting
on inside information from the
government in the public inter-
est. 

The proposal also seeks to
revise and update several exist-
ing laws covering treason, theft
of state secrets and espionage.
Parts of the proposed law are to
be applied beyond Hong Kong’s
borders.The government sug-
gested it may use the new law to
cancel the passports of fugitives
overseas, citing a similar US law.
Such laws could affect the many
activists who went into exile
fearing arrest. The Hong Kong
police have offered bounties of
1 million Hong Kong dollars
(USD 128,000) on at least 13
activists abroad, including for-
mer lawmakers Nathan Law
and Ted Hui, who they accuse
of colluding with external forces
to impose sanctions on Hong
Kong and China.
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At least five terrorists of a
banned group were killed

when Pakistani security forces
thwarted at least three coordi-
nated attacks with rockets and
sophisticated weapons by mili-
tants on a high-security jail in
the country’s restive Balochistan
province, authorities said on
Tuesday.A senior police official
said at least 15 rockets were fired
at the Central Mach Jail on
Monday night where some dan-
gerous militants and death row
prisoners have been incarcerat-
ed.Balochistan’s caretaker
Information Minister Jan
Achakzai said the Pakistan
Army and Frontier
Constabulary Balochistan acted
swiftly to thwart the attacks
during the night.“Five militants
of the Balochistan Liberation
Army were killed by security
forces during the attack,” he
said.“They fired rockets at the
Mach jail building but couldn’t
hit the target,” he added.

Unconfirmed reports said at
least two policemen were killed
while a truck driver was injured
in the attack but there was no
official confirmation of casual-
ties or injuries. The rockets

were fired from nearby moun-
tains and exploded in different
areas of Mach town.

After firing rockets, terror-
ists attacked a camp of the secu-
rity forces near the central jail
and also entered the Mach rail-
way station.

Announcements were then
made from loudspeakers for
the people to remain indoors as
the firing continued, the official
said.

The Inspector General
Prisons in Balochistan, Shuja
Kasi, confirmed that rockets
hit the walls of the residential
colony of the Mach jail. “Mortar
shells and rockets exploded
close to the walls of the colony,”
he said, adding that no casual-
ty was reported so far.

He said at present 800 pris-
oners were kept in Mach Jail,
including some death-row pris-
oners. 

The minister claimed the
terrorists were affiliated with the
Aslam Acho group, with the
Majeed Brigade of the banned
Balochistan Liberation Army
(BLA) group later claiming
responsibility for the attack.
One security official said the gun
battle between the heavily armed
terrorists and forces had lasted

for a couple of hours before they
fled into the surrounding moun-
tains before daylight broke.

He said no damage was
reported to any of the installa-
tions. The attack was an appar-
ent retaliation for Pakistani
strikes on what the country
said were insurgent hideouts in
Iran earlier in January.

The BLA threatened to
launch attacks on security forces
in Balochistan and elsewhere fol-
lowing Pakistan’s January 18
strikes on their camps in Iran
that left at least nine persons
dead.

The strikes were made in
response to an Iranian strike in
Pakistan that appeared to target
a different Baloch militant group
with similar separatist goals.

Pakistan’s Balochistan
province, as well as Iran’s neigh-
bouring Sistan-Baluchistan
province, have faced a low-level
insurgency by Baloch national-
ists for more than two decades.
Although the government says
it has quelled the insurgency,
violence in the province has per-
sisted. 

Iran and Pakistan share a
900-kilometer, largely lawless,
border, across which smugglers
and militants freely roam. 
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The wail of air raid sirens is
commonplace in Belgorod,

a Russian border city whose
residents are on edge following
a Ukrainian missile attack on a
New Year’s holiday weekend
that left dozens of people dead
and injured. A spectacular
explosion rocked a huge fuel
export terminal on the Baltic
Sea southwest of St. Petersburg
this month from a Ukrainian
drone, forcing the energy com-
pany Novatek to suspend oper-
ations for several days.

Last week, an apparent
drone attack in the Black Sea
port of Tuapse in the southern
Krasnodar region hit one of
Russia’s largest refineries and
ignited a fire, while another big
refinery in the Volga River
city of Yaroslavl, north of
Moscow came under attack
early Monday, but officials said
there was no damage. There
also have been strikes on a gun-

powder factory in the Tambov
region and arms producers
and military facilities in the
Bryansk, Smolensk and Tula
regions.Attacks like these are
dealing a heavy blow to
President Vladimir Putin’s
attempts to reassure Russians
that life in the country is large-
ly untouched by the nearly 2-
year-old war.“Ukraine has
increased its capacity to strike
back against Russia,” Michael
Kofman, a military expert with
the Carnegie Endowment, said
in a recent podcast.

“You see increased
Ukrainian attacks against
Russian critical infrastructure,
retaliatory attacks against cities
like Belgorod and greater
strikes against Russian military
base in Crimea,” he said.

As Putin ramps up his
campaign ahead of the presi-
dential election in March, he
wants to maintain an air of nor-
malcy. But the increasingly
frequent Ukrainian attacks

have raised the visibility of the
war on Russian soil, and there
are other signs the conflict is
increasingly challenging the
Kremlin’s tight control of the
political scene. Thousands
across Russia have signed peti-
tions supporting the longshot
presidential bid of liberal politi-
cian Boris Nadezhdin, who
has made ending the war his
main campaign issue. Wives of
some soldiers rounded up in a
partial mobilization in 2022
have pushed for their dis-
charge. And despite a tight ban
on protests, hundreds rallied in
Bashkortostan province, clash-
ing with police to protest the
jailing of a local activist.

Certainly the December
30 strike on Belgorod marked
a bloody escalation in the
minds of many Russians. A
barrage of missiles struck the
city of 340,000, which is about
40 kilometers (25 miles) east of
the Ukrainian border, on a hol-
iday weekend when people

were out shopping, ice skating
and watching New Year’s festiv-
ities. Officials said 25 people
were killed, including five chil-
dren, and over 100 were
injured.

Residents described seeing
victims with horrific injuries
and pools of blood staining the
sidewalks. One resident told
the RBC news outlet he saw a
baby carriage hit by shrapnel,
the bloodied parents lying next
to it. A drug store clerk said
injured pedestrians ran into his
pharmacy, seeking help.

“I’m seeing requests on
social networks from people
who write: We are scared,
please help us get to a safe
place!’” said regional Gov.
Vyacheslav Gladkov, adding
that several hundred people
were evacuated, including over
1,000 children heading to
camps in neighbouring regions.
Holiday and religious festivities
were muted or cancelled entire-
ly.
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European Union nations
have decided to approve an

outline deal that would keep in
reserve the profits from hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in
Russian central bank assets
that have been frozen in retal-
iation for Moscow’s war in
Ukraine, an EU official said.
The tentative agreement,
reached late on Monday, still
needs formal approval but is
seen as a first step toward
using some of the 200 billion
euros (USD 216 billion) in
Russian central bank assets in
the EU to help Ukraine rebuild
from Russian destruction.

The official, who asked
not to be identified since the
agreement was not yet legally
ratified, said the bloc “would
allow to start collecting the
extraordinary revenues gener-
ated from the frozen assets ...

to support the reconstruction
of Ukraine.” How the proceeds
will be used will be decided
later, as the issue remains
mired in legal and practical
considerations.

There is urgency since
Ukraine is struggling to make
ends meet, and aid plans in the
EU and the United States are
being held back over political
considerations including
whether allies will continue
helping Ukraine at the same
pace as they did in the first two
years of the war.

EU leaders will meet on
Thursday hoping to approve a
50-billion-euro (USD 54 bil-
lion) support package for
Ukraine over the solitary
opposition of Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban.

Even if using the unfrozen
assets,  which now go
untapped, seems like a practi-
cal step to take, many fear that

financial weaponisation could
harm the standing of the EU
in global financial markets.

Early this month,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy called
for a “strong” decision this
year for the frozen assets in
Western banks to “be direct-
ed towards defence against
the Russian war and for recon-
struction” of Ukraine. 

The EU step late Monday
paves the way if EU nations
ever want to impose such
measures. Group of Seven
allies of Ukraine are still look-
ing for an adequate legal
framework to pursue the plan.

The US announced at the
start of Russia’s invasion that
America and its allies had
blocked access to more than
USD 600 billion that Russia
held outside its borders —
including roughly USD 300
billion in funds belonging to

Russia’s central bank. 
Since then, the US and its

allies have continued to
impose rounds of targeted
sanctions against companies
and wealthy elites with ties to
Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

The World Bank’s latest
damage assessment of
Ukraine, released in March
2023, estimates that costs for
the nation’s reconstruction
and recovery will be USD 411
billion over the next 10 years,
which includes needs for pub-
lic and private funds. 

Belgium, which holds the
rotating presidency of the
European Union for the next
six months, is now leading the
talks on whether to seize
Russia’s assets. 

Belgium is also the coun-
try where most frozen Russian
assets under sanctions are
being held.
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Denpasar (Indonesia) (AP):
Indonesian police said on
Tuesday they have arrested
three Mexicans for alleged rob-
bery on the resort island of Bali
that left a tourist from Turkiye
badly wounded. The arrests
were made Saturday at a villa
in Ungasan village of Badung
district in Bali where the
Mexican men had been staying
since December 7 as tourists,
Bali Police spokesperson Jansen
Avitus Panjaitan said.

The three men who were
arrested and a fourth Mexican
man broke into a villa near the
popular tourist spot of Kuta last
week after pointing their guns
at a security guard and forcing
him to surrender, Panjaitan
said. The four men armed with

three guns sprayed bullets
toward several guests who ran
out of the villa for safety. The
suspects stole US dollars and
Indonesian currency worth
about USD 5,900 from the
villa, and shot a 39-year-old
Turkish man in his stomach,
left hand and left back chest,
police said.

The suspects planned the
robbery by preparing guns and
surveilling the targeted villa,
police said. 

Surveillance camera
recordings and witness
accounts led police to the four
Mexican suspects, one who
was still being sought and
three who were paraded at the
news conference wearing hand-
cuffs and orange vests. 
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Italian regulators said they
told OpenAI that its ChatGPT

artificial intelligence chatbot
has violated European Union’s
stringent data privacy rules.
The country’s data protection
authority, known as Garante,
said on Monday that it notified
San Francisco-based OpenAI of
breaches of the EU rules, known
as General Data Protection
Regulation. The watchdog start-
ed investigating ChatGPT last
year, when it temporarily
banned within Italy the chatbot
that can produce text, images
and sound in response to users’
questions.

Based on the results of its
“fact-finding activity,” the watch-
dog said it “concluded that the
available evidence pointed to the
existence of breaches of the pro-

visions” in the EU privacy rules.
OpenAI has 30 days to reply to
the allegations.

It didn’t respond immedi-
ately to a request for comment.
The company said last year
that it fulfilled a raft of condi-
tions that the Garante demand-
ed to get the ChatGPT ban lift-
ed.

The watchdog had imposed
the ban after finding that some
users’ messages and payment
information were exposed and
because ChatGPT didn’t have a
system to verify users’ ages,
allowing children to get answers
from the AI tool that were
inappropriate for their age. It
also questioned whether there
was a legal basis for OpenAI to
collect massive amounts of data
used to train ChatGPT’s algo-
rithms and raised concerns that
the system could sometimes

generate false information about
individuals.

The growing popularity of
generative AI systems like
ChatGPT are also drawing
increasing scrutiny from regu-
lators on both sides of the
Atlantic.

The US Federal Trade
Commission opened an inquiry
last week into the relationships
between AI startups OpenAI
and Anthropic and the tech
giants that have bankrolled
them — Amazon, Google and
Microsoft. Competition regula-
tors in the 27-nation EU and
Britain, meanwhile, are also
examining Microsoft’s OpenAI
investments. AI systems also
face broader oversight in the EU,
which is finalising its ground-
breaking AI Act, the world’s first
comprehensive rulebook for
artificial intelligence. 
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FOOTLOOSE
IN THE
ENCHANTING
KINGDOM OF
BAHRAIN

Nestled in the heart of
the Middle East, the
Kingdom of Bahrain
stands as a jewel
awaiting discovery by
discerning travellers
and luxury seekers.

Blessed with a geographical location
unlike any other in the region, this
nation seamlessly blends natural
wonders, opulent hospitality, vibrant
shopping streets, and captivating
landscapes. Brimming with rich Arabic
culture, the Islamic kingdom gets the
name from an Arabic term “al-Bahrayn,”
which translates to “the two seas.” The
blend of the two seas is a symbol of the
Arabian Gulf and the freshwater springs
that run beneath the sea, hinting at the
unusual blend of saline and sweet waters
surrounding the archipelago. 

My journey in Bahrain starts at the
iconic Al Fateh Grand Mosque, a
masterpiece of Islamic architecture that
serves as a testament to the country’s
heritage. An usher at the entrance
informs us to cover our heads with a
traditional scarf and lends us a beautiful
abaya (women’s robe) as a sign of
respect inside the holy mosque. As I
stepped into the colossal prayer hall
adorned with intricate calligraphy and
mesmerizing chandeliers, a sense of
serenity and bewilderment captured my
attention. The mosque, with its stunning
blend of modernity and tradition, is
located in the heart of the capital city,
Manama. Constructed in 1987, the Al
Fateh Grand Mosque is named after
Ahmed Al Fateh, the founder of
Bahrain, and can accommodate over
7,000 worshippers.
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Thanks to the distinctive blend of
geothermal springs and sea water,
natural Bahraini pearls (locally

known as dana) are famous for their
superior quality. Renowned for its
ethical pearl harvesting and fair trade
practices by preserving the centuries-old
industry, the exceptional brilliance of
Bahraini pearls has been a constant
throughout the ages, gaining
international acclaim for their
unparalleled brilliance, purity, and
beauty. Our local guide Eman Ali
informed us about the ancient
connection of Bahrain with the Indian
sub-continent. The historic nation was
once the seat of the ancient Dilmun
civilization from the late fourth
millennium to 800 BC, and over the
years it has etched its place in history as
the epicenter of pearling, boasting a
legacy that spans over 4,000 years. The
artistry of pearl diving is still carefully
preserved at the Bahrain Pearling Trail
in the historic district of Muharraq,
where you can find the best of glistening
pearls that once adorned the crowns of
kings and queens.
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To experience the famous blend of
seas first-hand, we decide to
explore the exotic islands of Jarada

with a super-modern motor boat. On a
bright sunny day, we cruise along the
coastline, reveling in the luxury of the
sleek vessel cutting through the gentle
waves to reach the secluded paradise.
Here we are ready to snorkel in the
pristine waters and swim with the
vibrant underwater marine life. Schools
of colorful fish dance around coral
formations, creating a mesmerizing
spectacle beneath the surface and we
pick up the famous oysters to try our
luck in finding the Bahraini pearls.
Although, we weren’t lucky enough to

find the precious pearls, the fresh catch
of the day was served to us for lunch
along with some delicious grilled food
that our local chefs prepared on the
island. For a nature enthusiast like me,
the pristine beaches of Jarada Bahrain
Island were the most unexpected exotic
sight in the Gulf. The azure waters, soft
sands, and vibrant sunsets are just
perfect to indulge in a leisurely
afternoon basking in the sun or go for
an adventurous dive in the idyllic
retreat. 
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Revving up the tempo, I couldn’t
have missed visiting the Bahrain
International Circuit - home to

the adrenaline-pumping Formula 1

Grand Prix. A momentous addition to
my Bahrain odyssey was experiencing
the roar of engines, the screech of tires,
and the pulsating energy of the racing
tracks. For those craving a taste of
speed, the go-karting experience at the
adjoining race circuit provides an
exhilarating opportunity to channel
their inner racer. Eager to try this one-
of-a-kind activity, I went ahead with the
go-karting race and donned professional
racing gear for a pulsating driving
experience. The moment I gripped the
steering wheel of the sleek go-kart, I was
transported into a world of speed and
precision. As I stepped onto the track,
the distinctive roar of engines
reverberated around me, creating an
atmosphere charged with excitement.
With every twist and turn, I navigated

the circuit feeling the rush of wind
against my face and the roaring sound
of the engine pumping up my
adrenaline levels. Whether it was the
sharp corners that demanded finesse or
the straight stretches that begged for full
throttle, each lap was worth every dime.
The thrill of go-karting at this iconic
venue was an experience to remember,
and the track’s layout, designed to
challenge even the most seasoned
drivers added an element of strategy
and accomplishment. The Bahrain
International Circuit’s commitment to
delivering a world-class motorsports
experience was evident in every detail,
from the well-maintained track to the
state-of-the-art facilities that
surrounded it. As I crossed the finish
line, the elation of the experience
lingered, leaving me with a newfound
appreciation for the artistry of
motorsports and it most definitely
added a thrilling glimpse into the world
of professional racing. 
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Delving into Bahrain’s storied past,
a visit to the Bahrain Fort offered
me a fascinating glimpse into the

Dilmun civilization. In the carefully
restored ancient ruins, with their
labyrinthine passages and towering
walls, one can still hear the whispering
tales of a bygone era. As the sun set over
the Arabian Gulf, the massive fort
provided a captivating backdrop for
contemplating the rich history of this
island nation.

As we left the past behind and
entered the vibrant shopping streets of
Bahrain, the mood changed instantly.
No visit to Bahrain would be complete
without indulging in its luxurious
markets and upscale malls. The
Manama Souq, a bustling labyrinth of
narrow alleys, enticed me with its
aromatic spices, vibrant fabrics, and
intricate handicrafts. Meanwhile, the
city’s modern malls, such as City Centre
Bahrain and The Avenues, showcased a
dazzling array of international brands,
culinary delights, and entertainment
options, offering a taste of Bahrain’s
cosmopolitan allure.
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Hurt that his dream of
racing in Formula 1
ended “prematurely”,

Dutch racer Nyck de Vries is
busy charting the next chapter
of his life as the former cham-
pion returns to the Formula E
series buzzing with positive
energy.
The 28-year-old was axed by F1
team AlphaTauri after just 10
races as he failed to score
points in his rookie F1 season
last year.
“Of course it hurts in a way to
end your dream so quickly and
prematurely but I have been
able to reflect on it well,” De
Vries told PTI. 
De Vries had entered F1 on the
back of championship-win-
ning stints in F2 and Formula

E and a long-time F1 reserve
role, which meant there was
more pressure on him to per-
form compared to other rook-
ies.
“There was always pressure
and I don’t think I was neces-
sarily in an easy situation and
it didn’t quite work out for var-
ious reasons. But pressure is rel-
ative, everyone experiences it.
I’m thankful for the opportu-
nities.”
“I see life as a journey, it was a
chapter in my journey and
now I continue my journey
elsewhere. When a door clos-
es it always opens a new one,”
he added. 
After the F1 snub, the Dutch
racer has returned to the famil-
iar all-electric Formula E series,
signing up with India’s
Mahindra Racing.

“The transition (from F1 to FE)
happened really quick. Quite
shortly when it happened I
travelled to London for the
final round of the champi-
onship last year to be back in
the paddock, in the environ-
ment, to see if there was a spot
available for me this season. 
“Even though I took a bit of
time out I also quickly focussed
on building my program for
this year. I’m very happy to be
back in Formula E. I had a
good break, good time off and
now I’m full of positive energy,”
he added. 
Though he won the 2021
Formula E world champi-
onship, De Vries still has a lot
to catch up on as the series has
moved on from the Gen 2 to
Gen 3 cars. 
“It was almost like 14-15

months ago that I last drove the
Formula E car and that was a
Gen 2, I had a couple of brief
experiences in a Gen 3 car but
a lot has developed since then,”
he said.
De Vries finished 15th in the
season-opening Mexico City
race and also in the Diriyah E-
Prix. Given Mahindra’s strug-
gle with reliability and efficien-
cy with the Gen3 car, he has
realistic expectations from this
season.
“It’s about managing expecta-
tions. If people expect us to
dominate this year they are
dreaming. We collectively
know where the team was at
the end of last year. 
“The hardware didn’t really
change, that doesn’t mean we
can’t make a lot of progress and
improvements but we have to

be realistic,” he said. 
“It’s more about building
process in the moment collec-
tively and getting ready for
building a solid structure for
the near future when things do
change and we start to fight in
front,” he added.
Much to the disappointment of
the Indian fans, the second edi-
tion of Hyderabad E Prix was
scheduled to be held on
February 10 was cancelled by
Formula E due to an alleged
breach of contract by the new
Telangana government.
“India is a big part of our
(Mahindra) DNA. I would
have been happy to meet our
colleagues in India and hope-
fully make them proud in their
home country. It wasn’t meant
to be this year but hopefully in
the future we will get to do it.” 
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India’s Avani Prashanth is
looking forward to a packed

calendar over the next few
weeks as she criss-crosses
across the continent in search
of golf glory at one of the
world’s best amateur events. 
The 17-year-old Bengaluru
golfer, who started 2024 with
two weeks in Australia while
getting close to winning at one
occasion, is now all set to tee off
at the Women’s Amateur Asia
Pacific (WAAP) golf. 
Avani will make her fourth
appearance at this event which
carries extra significance, since
the winner gets to seal a berth
in three of the five women’s
Majors. 
On her part, Avani feels this
event owes her one good finish
before she moves on in her
career.
Avani was also thrilled for
receiving a special invite to the
Augusta National Women
Amateur championships,
which is held a week before the
storied Masters at the Augusta
National.
Immediately after the 2024
WAAP, Avani will be off for the
Kenya Ladies Open on the
Ladies European Tour, where-
in she finished in the top 10 last
year.
The next on her schedule is
another well-known amateur
event, the Sage Valley
Invitational. 
She started 2024 with a runner-
up finish at the Australian
Masters of Amateurs and
missed a top 10 by a whisker at
the Australian Amateur
Championships. 
The focus for Avani and her
five teammates, who have been
fielded by the Indian Golf
Union, is the WAAP. 

Her teammates are Vidhatri
Urs, Mannat Brar, Keerthana
Rajeev Nair, Saanvi Somu and
Heena Kang. They will tee off
at the Siam Country Club. 
The team is accompanied by
former national champion
Vandana Agarwal.
The top stars this week will
include world No 4 Minsol
Kim of Korea, Japan’s Hinano
Muguruma (22nd), Sayaka
Teraoka (23rd), Mamika
Shinchi (33rd), Rin Yoshida
(38th) and defending champi-
on from Thailand Eila Galitsky
(40th). 
India’s Avani is 42nd and
Rianne Malixi from the
Philippines is 43rd.
While this is the fourth appear-
ance at WAAP for Avani, it is
the second time for Vidhatri
and Mannat. The other three,
Keerthana Rajeev Nair, Saanvi
Somu and Heena Kang are
making their debut at WAAP. 
Interestingly, Ceerat Kang’s sis-
ter Heena played at the WAAP
in 2022 at the same course.

Vidhatri’s cousin Pranavi Urs,
now a pro on the LET, has also
played at the WAAP in the past. 
Avani, coming off her nine-
hole practice round just before
the rains arrived, said,
“Somehow I have not managed
to finish better than T-16.” 
Avani won the 2023 Queen
Sirikit Individuals besides pick-
ing a title on a women’s pro
event in Europe. She has mul-
tiple top 10s on Ladies
European Tour events. 
“Many of these girls I have been
playing with over the years are
here. We are all close to finish-
ing with our amateur careers.
It is great to be here once again,”
she said. 
“I have known Eila (Galitsky)
since we were about nine. We
played together in US Kids
Golf, then at various other
events. Now we will be playing
at Sage Valley and ANWA
together. We have also roomed
together, and stay in touch,”
Avani added. 
“I also know others like Rianne

(Malixi), Minsol and many
others. So it is great to see
everyone here. It’s a great event
and I really want to do well,
maybe win it once, before I
turn pro,” she said. 
PRIZES AND FIELD: The
prizes are considered as the
very best in amateur golf for
women. The winner gets starts
at three major championships
in 2024 — Women’s Open, the
Evian Championship and
Chevron Championship.
In addition, the winner will get
invitations to play in the 121st
Women’s Amateur Champion-
ship, Augusta National
Women’s Amateur Champion-
ship, the Hana Financial Group
Championship and the
Women’s Australian Open.
The field is made up of 90 play-
ers from 22 countries and only
those in the World Amateur
Golf Ranking (WAGR) list are
eligible to play. The leading 50
players (plus ties) progress past
the 36-hole cut and play the
final two rounds. 
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Sneha Singh and Hitaashee Bakshi, who
had finished in the top two in both the

two earlier legs in the ongoing Women’s
Pro Golf Tour season, will be back for
another shot at the third event which
begins at Tollygunge Club here Wednesday.
Sneha and Hitaashee were tied for second
when amateur Nishna Patel won the
opening leg. In the second leg, Sneha edged
out Hitaashee, who finished runner-up.
Sneha, winner of the 2023 Hero Order of
Merit, has taken the early lead once again,
with Hitaashee chasing her.
It has been a good start for Hitaashee, who
was injured last year. Besides finishing sec-
ond in the opening two legs, she won the
Thailand Tour’s LPGA Qualifying Tour,
granting her access to pro tournaments in

Thailand.
Amandeep Drall, Ridhima Dilawari and
Seher Atwal will be among the other lead-
ing contenders in the third leg.
Some of the other leading stars of Hero
WPGT are going to South Africa for the
Sunshine Ladies Tour starting next month,
including Vani Kapoor, Tvesa Malik and
Neha Tripathi. Besides, a few others like
Amandeep and Seher will also be joining
them for some events.
An interesting feature of both the events
held so far this season has been that at least
the top three finishers have totalled under-
par scores, underlining the tremendous
improvement in the quality of women’s golf
in India.
A total of 29 girls will tee off in the third
leg, and the field includes two amateurs —
Anaahat Bindra and Sinjini Mukherjee. 
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Mohammed Raheel’s hat-
trick went in vain as India

suffered a 4-7 defeat to the
Netherlands in the quarterfi-
nals of the FIH Hockey5s Men’s
World Cup here on Tuesday.
Apart from Raheel (1’, 7’, 25’),
Mandeep Mor (11’) scored for
India. 
For the Netherlands, Sander de
Wijn (4’, 15’), and Alexander
Schop (10’, 26’) scored a brace
each, while Lucas Middendorp
(12’), Jamie van Aart (13’), and
Pepijn Reyenga (20’) also found
the net.
The match started on a promis-
ing for India as Raheel show-
cased his skills with a remark-
able field goal in the very first
minute, setting the tone for an
intense competition.
However, the Netherlands
swiftly responded to India’s
early lead, with de Wijn (4’) lev-

elling the score. Undeterred by
the quick equaliser, India inten-
sified their offensive strate-
gies, leading to another goal by

Raheel.
Despite the renewed lead, the
Netherlands, demonstrating
resilience, managed to equalise

once again, courtesy of a goal
by Schop.
The back-and-forth nature of
the match continued, with
Mandeep reclaiming the lead
for India. 
Nevertheless, the Netherlands
countered with a rapid succes-
sion of goals, as Middendorp
and van Aart skilfully found the
back of the net, swinging the
momentum in favour of the
Netherlands.
Heading into half time, de
Wijn delivered a crucial chal-
lenge goal, leaving India
behind. The second half wit-
nessed the Netherlands assert-
ing their dominance, as
Reyenga and Schop extended
their lead. 
Despite a valiant effort by
Raheel, who scored again to
complete his hat-trick, India fell
short. India will next play
against Kenya in the 5-8th
place match later in the day.
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Former captain Bhaichung
Bhutia on Tuesday demand-

ed the resignation of All India
Football Federation (AIFF)
president Kalyan Chaubey,
holding him responsible for the
“current mess” in the adminis-
trative side of the game in the
country, following the dis-
missal of Shaji Parabhakaran as
secretary general.
Bhutia attended Tuesday’s exec-
utive committee meeting of the
AIFF called here to discuss the
dismissal of Prabhakaran on
November 7. Prabhakaran was
not initially invited for the
meeting but joined it virtually. 
“I told the executive commit-
tee members that Kalyan
Chaubey and treasurer Kipa
Ajay should also resign. Shaji
Prabhakaran should not be
made the only scapegoat. All
three of them are equally

responsible for taking deci-
sions without the approval of
executive committee,” Bhutia
told PTI.
“All three of them were taking
the decisions and If Shaji has to
be removed, the president and
treasurer should also be
removed,” said the legendary
striker.
“Indian football is in mess,
there is politics in the sport,
cutting out each other after lit-
tle over one year of taking
charge, it is not good. The
national team has been left in
the lurch during the Hangzhou
Asian Games as well as in the
Asian Cup where there was
inadequate training time for
the team.”
Prabhakaran was removed as
secretary general on November
7 for “breach of trust” but a sin-
gle bench of the Delhi High
Court had on December 8
ordered an interim stay on his

sacking.
In its latest order of January 19,
the High Court pointed out
that Prabhakaran was dis-
missed by the emergency com-
mittee of the AIFF whereas the
federation’s constitution pro-
vides that only the executive
committee has the power to do
that.
Another source confirmed

Bhutia’s version and added that
Prabhakaran asked the execu-
tive committee members to
explain what constituted the
“breach of trust”.
“He (Prabhakaran) asked the
executive committee to explain
what constituted breach of
trust on the basis of which he
was dismissed. He said he had
not committed any financial

irregularities or fraud. He also
said that there was no emer-
gency committee constituted
for the AIFF and how can there
be a reference to the emergency
committee for my dismissal,”
the source said.
“Prabhakaran also said that he
would have, in any case,
resigned because his relation-
ship with the president was
nearing breaking point.”
AIFF vice president NA Haris
then intervened and said that
the matter is sub-judice.
Bhutia, who lost in the AIFF
presidential poll in 2022, also
said that he did not know
what constituted the “breach of
trust” which led to
Prabhakaran’s dismissal.
“I am an executive committee
member but I don’t know what
was the breach of trust Shaji
had committed. I am not told
nor briefed about it.”
Bhutia said that he proposed

live streaming of the AIFF
annual general or executive
committee meetings for the
sake of transparency.
“Nowadays, even the Supreme
Court and High Court case
hearings are streamed live, so
what is the problem in doing
the same for AIFF AGM or
executive committee meetings.
So, I proposed live streaming of
AIFF meetings.”
Talking about the Indian team’s
group stage exit in the AFC
Asian Cup in Doha, Bhutia
said, “Asian Games and Asian
Cup are the two most impor-
tant tournaments for India and
both were disasters, not due to
players or coach but because of
the AIFF top brass.
“In the Asian Games, the team
played its first match just a few
hours after landing in
Hangzhou. In the Asian Cup,
the team was not given ade-
quate training time.”
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Players from 31 countries
will take part in the

Mumbai Open Tennis
Championship to be held here
from February 5 to 11 follow-
ing a gap of six years. 
The tournament will be played
at the newly-laid tennis courts
at the Cricket Club of India
(Brabourne Stadium), which is
organising the event along with
the Maharashtra State Lawn
Tennis Association (MSLTA). 
The third edition of the
Mumbai Open will feature
three top 100 players in the sin-
gles and six top 100 players in
the doubles event, which is a
part of the WTA USD 125K
series.
The qualifying matches will be
played on February 3 and 4
whereas the main draw will
start from February 5. 
Kayla Day of the US, who won
the 2016 US Open girls singles
and currently world No 82, will
lead the 32-player field, along
with Japan’s Nao Hibino, who
is the winner of three WTA

Tour singles titles. 
The former French Open semi-
finalist Tamara Zidansek,
ranked 97th, is the third play-
er from top 100 in the singles.
Ankita Raina is the only Indian
confirmed in the singles main
draw.
India’s top-ranked doubles
player Prarthana Thombare
and her Dutch partner Arianne
Hartono have a direct entry
into the doubles event. 
The wild cards for the tourna-
ment are expected to be
announced soon.
“The WTA Mumbai Open has
attracted some big names and
rising stars in the past, includ-
ing two-time Australian Open
champion Aryna Sabalenka,
who won her first WTA
USD125K title right here in
Mumbai in 2017,” said mem-
bers of the organisin commit-
tee Sanjay Khandare and
Pravin Darade in a statement. 
Sabalenka had won the first
edition of Mumbai Open in
2017 while Thailand’s Luksika
Kumkhum won the next in
2018. 
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Indian chess player Divya
Deshmukh has alleged that she

endured sexist behaviour from spec-
tators at the recently-concluded Tata
Steel Masters in Wijk Aan Zee,
Netherlands, saying they “focussed on
irrelevant things like her hair, clothes
and accent” during the tournament.
The 18-year-old International Master
from Nagpur, who won the Asian
women’s chess championship last
year, shared a lengthy social media
post calling out the misogyny that
women players face routinely while
elaborating on her unpleasant expe-
rience in Wijk Aan Zee.
“I have been wanting to address this
for a while but was waiting for my
tournament to be over. I got told and
also myself noticed how women in

chess are often just taken for granted
by spectators,” Deshmukh said.
“Most recent example of this on a per-
sonal level would be in this tourna-
ment, I played a few games which I felt
were quite good and I was proud of
them. “I got told by people how the
audience was not even bothered with
the game but instead focused on every
single possible thing in the world: my
clothes, hair, accent and every other
irrelevant thing,” she wrote in an
Instagram post on Sunday.
Deshmukh finished 12th in the
Challengers section with a score of 4.5
at the Tata Steel Masters.
The teenager said while male players
were getting their share of spotlight
purely for their game, the women were
judged for aspects which had nothing
to do with their ability on the chess
board. 

“I was quite upset to hear this and I
think is the sad truth that people when
women play chess they often overlook
how good they actually are, the games
they play and their strength,” she said. 
“I was quite disappointed to see how

everything was discussed about in my
interviews (by the audience) except
my games, very few people paid
attention to it and it is quite a sad
thing.
“I felt it was unfair in a way because

if I go to any guy’s interview there
would be way less judgement on a per-
sonal level, actual compliments about
the game and the player,” she assert-
ed. Despite the progress made in
women’s sports in terms of pay scale,
female athletes are still subjected to
sexist behaviour and are often asked
about their outfits.
Deshmukh said women players are
under-appreciated in general and
often endure hatred.
“...Every irrelevant thing is focused on
and hated on while guys would prob-
ably get away with the same things. I
think women face this on a daily basis
and I’m barely 18.
“I have faced so much judgement
including hatred over the years for
things that don’t even matter. I think
women should start getting equal
respect,” she added. 
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Untimely injuries to
Ravindra Jadeja and K

L Rahul have given a major
selection headache to
India as they seek to
bounce back in the second
Test against England,
following a rare defeat at
home. Both Jadeja and
Rahul were among India’s
main performers in the
first innings of the
Hyderabad Test before
England turned the tables
on the formidable hosts.
Jadeja sustained a
hamstring injury while
going for a quick single
during the Hyderabad Test
while Rahul has
complained of pain in his
right quadriceps.
The duo’s unavailability
adds to the woes of the
home side, which was
clearly stunned by
England’s ‘Bazball’ strategy.
Jadeja, with his exceptional
all-round abilities, makes
himself almost
irreplaceable and Rahul too
has been among India’s
standout batters across the
ODI and Test format since
returning from a surgery in
September.
Virat Kohli remains
unavailable due to
personal reasons and after
a shock reverse in the
series opener, the
management will be
missing him even more in
Visakhapatnam where the
second Test begins on
Friday. Rohit Sharma and
Rahul Dravid have enough
options to choose from
with selectors adding three
players to the squad --
Sarfaraz Khan, Sourabh
Kumar and Washington
Sundar.
A straightforward
selection will be Rajat
Patidar, who was also a
part of the 15 in
Hyderabad. He could take
Rahul’s place in the

middle-order with
Kuldeep Yadav replacing
Jadeja as the third spinner
alongside R Ashwin and
Axar Patel.
Another option for India is
to do what England did in
the opener, play only one
pacer for four spin choices.
In that case, Mohammed
Siraj could make way for
Kuldeep and the team can
accommodate either
Sarfaraz Khan or
Washington to solidify the
middle-order.
Sourabh, who also bowls
left-arm spin like Jadeja
and is a decent batter with
a couple of first-class
hundreds to his name, can
be a dark horse in that
race. The ACA-VDCA
Stadium in Visakhapatnam
has staged two Tests till
date and the pitch is
usually a batting friendly
one at least in the first
innings.
Batting first at the venue
back in 2019, India had
racked up 502 in the first
innings against South
Africa with Mayank
Agarwal getting a double
hundred and Rohit scoring
a brisk 176 in his first
innings as a Test opener.
Spin legend Anil Kumble
feels wrist spinner
Kuldeep’s presence in the
eleven will be helpful.
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Former England opener
Geoffrey Boycott feels
India skipper Rohit

Sharma is “past his prime” and
the hosts badly missed the
peerless Virat Kohli in the
series opener against England
in Hyderabad. Despite
enjoying a strong position
after the first innings, India
lost by 28 runs against
England in the first Test to trail
0-1 in the five-match series. 
In the absence of Kohli, the
onus was on Rohit to shoulder
the responsibility in the
batting department but he
could only manage 24 and 39
in two innings as the Indian
batting crumbled big time
while chasing 231 on a fourth
day pitch. 
And Boycott believes it is a
golden chance for England to
beat India in their own
backyard after 12 years.
“This India team are ripe for
the taking and England have a
golden chance to be the first
side to topple them on their
own patch for 12 years,”
Boycott wrote in his column
for ‘The Daily Telegraph’. 
“India badly miss Virat Kohli
and Ravindra Jadeja has a
hamstring injury and will not

play the second Test. Their
captain Rohit Sharma is nearly
37 and past his best. He makes
pretty cameos but has scored
only two Test hundreds at
home in four years. They are
also weak in the field. They
dropped Ollie Pope on 110
and that cost them 86 runs. It
lost them the match.” 
The Indian spin trio of
Ravichandran Ashwin, Jadeja
and Axar Patel looked a pale
shadow of themselves on a
spin-friendly but not exactly
dust-bowl of a Hyderabad
wicket. 
The English batters came out
with a perfect tactical ploy,
using sweeps and reverse
sweeps to great effect to
counter the threat. 
“England bamboozled India
with their sweeps and reverse
sweeps and to lose after taking
a 190-run lead will be mind-
blowing for India. It has never
happened to them before on
their own pitches where they
thought they were invincible,”
Boycott wrote. India were
dealt a big blow after the
Hyderabad defeat as Jadeja
and KL Rahul have been ruled
out of the second Test starting
in Visakhapatnam on
February 2, due to injuries. 
While Jadeja sustained a

hamstring injury during play
on Day 4 of the first Test,
Rahul complained of pain in
his right quadriceps. 
Because of the balance that he
brings into the playing,
Jadeja’s absence will be
massive feels the legendary
opener.
“Jadeja is a huge blow. He is a
great all-rounder, top bowler,
brilliant fielder and was their
best batsman in the first Test.
Kohli is their talisman. He is a
magnificent batsman who
averages 60 on Indian pitches
but he also gives them great
energy in the field. He is a big
loss and England must make
the most of it before he comes

back for the third Test,” Boycott
wrote. He believes that England
have India on the mat and
could well be hosts’ first series
defeat in a dozen of years.
“Once in a while a team are in
the right place at the right
time to clinch a big series win
and England could be in that
position right now in India.

India are due a (series) defeat
at home, the signs are good as
they have lost Kohli, Jadeja,
Mohammed Shami and
Rishabh Pant and are playing
opponents full of confidence
after a remarkable win.
England must take this rare
opportunity,” he further
wrote. 


