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PNS n MOSCOW

Delivering an unambiguous mes-
sage, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday told Russian President
Vladimir Putin that a solution to the
Ukraine conflict is not possible on
the battlefield and peace efforts do
not succeed in the midst of bombs
and bullets, even as he flagged con-
cerns over a deadly missile strike on
a children’s hospital in Kyiv.

In his televised opening remarks
at summit talks with Putin in the
Kremlin, Modi said the killing of
innocent children is heart-wrench-
ing and very painful, a day after a
suspected Russian missile struck a
children's hospital in Kyiv trigger-
ing global outrage.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Lauding India pacer
Mohammed Siraj for bringing
laurels to the country and the
state,  Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy on
Tuesday announced a resi-
dential plot and a government
job to the cricketer as a
reward.

Siraj, who returned to his
home town Hyderabad last
week after India's T20 World
Cup victory, paid a courtesy
call to the Chief Minister
here.

The CM felicitated Siraj
and praised him for his excel-
lent performance in interna-
tional cricket, an official
release said.

He directed the officials to
identify a suitable residential
plot in Hyderabad or sur-
rounding areas and provide a
government job to Siraj, the
release added.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Revenue Minister Ponguleti Srinivas
Reddy said that the Congress gov-
ernment will release guidelines for
the Rs 2 lakh loan waiver scheme in
two days.

It may be recalled that Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy made it
clear that his government will imple-
ment the loan waiver scheme by
August 15.

However, Minister Srinivas
Reddy, in a chit chat with the
scribes on Tuesday, said that the gov-
ernment will release the guidelines
for the implementation of Rs 2 lakh
loan waiver scheme. The Minister

made it clear that the government
will complete the implementation of
the loan waiver scheme by August

15. The funds gathering for the loan
waiver scheme has already started,
he said. The government may need
nearly Rs 35,000 crore for the imple-
mentation of the scheme.

The Minister also said that the
opinion gathering on the Rythu
Bharosa scheme will start on
Wednesday in Khammam.
Ponguleti said that they will take the
opinion from farmers, employees,
intellectuals and leaders of farmers'
unions.

Minister Srinivas Reddy said that
he never took the Rythu Bandhu and
made it clear that he returned the
cheques given by the previous BRS
government.  

PNS n HYDERABAD

Hyderabad is witnessing a surge in
its appeal beyond the realm of the
technology sector. While the city has
always been a prominent IT hub, the
first half of 2024 (H1 2024) has seen
a remarkable influx of major
Banking, Financial Services, and
Insurance (BFSI) organisations
establishing a presence in the city,
according to reports. 

This trend signifies a significant
shift, solidifying Hyderabad's posi-
tion as a well-rounded business
hub. Reports highlight that
renowned names like Cigna
Healthcare, Lloyds Bank, Swiss Re,
MetLife, DTCC, and Ameriprise are
just a few prominent examples.

This influx reflects the growing
confidence in Hyderabad's robust
infrastructure, skilled workforce,
overall business environment and
stable political environment. 

The impact of BFSI's expansion is
evident in Hyderabad's office leasing
activity. In H1 2024, the BFSI sector
emerged as one of the top three

occupiers of office space, capturing
an impressive 30% market share,
according to industry reports. This
substantial share not only high-
lights the sector's growth but also
speaks volumes about the support-
ive ecosystem Hyderabad fosters.
The presence of established BFSI
players is a clear indicator of the
strong foundation Hyderabad offers. 

Reports suggest that this robust
ecosystem is not just beneficial for
large corporations but also creates
a fertile ground for burgeoning
startups within the BFSI sector.
With a supportive infrastructure
and access to talent, Hyderabad is
proving itself to be a breeding
ground for innovation across the
financial spectrum. 

v PM NARENDRA MODI TO PUTIN

Modi gets Russia's
prestigious civilian honour 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was on Tuesday official-
ly conferred the 'Order of St
Andrew the Apostle' award by
Russian President Vladimir
Putin for exceptional services
in promoting bilateral ties
between the two countries.

Govt announces
residential plot,

job to Siraj

Hyd becoming growth hub

Loan waiver guidelines in two days
Govt will complete implementation of the scheme by Aug 15: Ponguleti

BFSI FIRMS ESTABLISHING THEIR PRESENCE

‘There is gap between party & people’

PNS n HYDERABAD

BRS MLA KT Rama Rao acknowl-
edged that there has been a gap
between their party and the people
and emphasised the need to change
their approach. In a chit chat in
Delhi, he admitted that blaming the
people for the loss is actually their
fault. KTR highlighted their victo-
ry in all seats in Hyderabad and
mentioned that they have not suf-
ficiently showcased their develop-
mental achievements. 

He dismissed the notion that
renaming Telangana led to their
defeat and found it surprising that

Jagan lost despite implementing
numerous schemes for the poor. He
noted that securing 40 per cent of the
votes is no small feat. KTR speculat-
ed that if Pawan had contested sep-
arately, the results might have been
different. He expressed surprise at
the defeat of Ketireddy, who was con-
sistently in touch with the public. 

KTR criticized the political
manoeuvering that led to Jagan's
defeat and the use of Sharmila as a
tool against him, stating that there
was nothing more to it. 

Continued  on  Page  2

Govt owes Rs 20,000 to
each woman in TG: Kishan
PNS n HYDERABAD

Union Minister for Coal and Mine
and Telangana BJP president G
Kishan Reddy said that Revanth
Reddy government is acting as if
women can travel in free bus and
dream of their promises being ful-
filled. Kishan Reddy alleged that the
Revanth Reddy government

reduced the buses to half of their
number in rural villages by intro-
ducing free bus travel for women.

While addressing the Telangana
BJP Mahila Morcha dharna at Indira
Park on Tuesday, Kishan Reddy said
that the Revanth Reddy government
owes Rs 20,000 to every woman of
Telangana as it is not giving Rs 2,500
per month as it assured.

SC adjourns hearing on
Krishna basin projects 

TG Cong leaders feel
Naidu has hidden agenda

SNCN ACHARYULU
n HYDERABAD

Why are the Telangana Congress
leaders reacting more than the BRS
leaders over the entry of
TDP supremo and
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
into Telangana?
Usually the BRS
leaders always react
on Chandrababu and
try to provoke senti-
ments in the people of
Telangana. But this time surpris-
ingly, the BRS leadership is maintain-
ing silence over Chandrababu's deci-
sion to restore the old glory of TDP
in Telangana. In the last 10 years,

Chandrababu did not concentrate on
the TDP in Telangana. The BRS has
branded Chandrababu as being anti-
Telangana and during the elections,
the BRS provoked the Telangana sen-

timent in the people. 
Chandrababu thinks that
it is the right time to

restore the old glory of
the TDP in Telangana,
because the BRS is not
in power in Telangana
and KCR's well-wisher

YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
is not in power in Andhra

Pradesh. After the defeat in
the Assembly and Lok Sabha

elections, the BRS MLAs, MLCs and
leaders, one after the other are leav-
ing the BRS. 

Continued  on  Page  2

CM dares KTR, Harish to go on
indefinite fast for the jobless 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy has
challenged BRS legislators Harish
Rao and KT Rama Rao to launch a
hunger strike if they are genuinely
concerned about the postponement
of examinations. 

Speaking at a key party workers'
meeting on Tuesday, Revanth Reddy
criticized the BRS leaders for incit-
ing innocent students and unem-
ployed youth over the delay in the
conduct of Group and DSC exami-
nations.  He accused them of prior-
itizing their political agendas over
the welfare of students. Revanth
Reddy remarked: "If you truly have
sincerity, both of you should sit on
a hunger strike until the exams are
postponed. Do it in front of the Arts
College and show your commit-
ment." Revanth claimed that when-
ever BRS faced crisis, KCR invariably

used unemployed youth. He asked:
"Did anyone in Kalvakuntla family
die for Telangana? Thinking that the
tall guy (Harish Rao) poured petrol
on himself, Srikantha Chary com-
mitted suicide".

Revanth added that the govern-
ment's intention was to ensure that
the unemployed did not suffer and
that the examinations should be con-
ducted as scheduled. The state gov-
ernment's focus was on providing

jobs without succumbing to the
pressures of vested interests like
coaching center mafias. 

The Chief Minister lambasted
KCR and KTR for their past actions,
accusing them of undermining
democracy and engaging in decep-
tive practices. He asked KCR to
recall the occasions when MLAs
were poached, and questioned the
former CM's commitment to dem-
ocratic principles. 

Revanth Reddy also claimed 'col-
lusion' between BJP and BRS to
destabilize the Congress government
in the state and asserted that such
efforts would not succeed. He
slammed KCR for neglecting devel-
opmental issues and engaging in
political tours. Dubbing KCR as 'san-
nasi', he observed: "If you cannot
support development, at least stay in
your farmhouse." 

Revanth emphasized his connec-
tion with party workers at the grass-
roots level, saying: "I am one among
the workers, and meeting you gives
me immense strength." He assured
them that the state government
valued their suggestions and advice
and would implement them. 

Revanth Reddy also announced
that elections to local bodies would
be held after the crop loan waiver,
and urged party workers to be pre-
pared. He reaffirmed his commit-
ment to rewarding hardworking
party members with nominated
posts. The Chief Minister expressed
his gratitude to every worker who
had stood by him during his three
years as PCC president and called for
continued support and dedication
towards the party's goals. 

r BLAMES PROTESTS ON COACHING CENTRE MAFIA, PAID ARTISTES 
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‘Securing financing was
incredibly tough in Kalki 

2898 AD’

Stopped sale of 14 products
whose licences were 

suspended
MODI TO
MEET ECONOMISTS
AHEAD OF UNION BUDGET 

JNTUH students
protest as live...
With an alarming rates of
unhygienic food served in colleges
mess or canteens, it's not
surprising to witness a shocking
food issue where the Jawaharlal
Nehru Technological University-
Hyderabad (JNTUH) students
claimed that a live rat was found in
'chutney' at the college mess
located in Sultanpur, through
various posts on Twitter on
Tuesday. The students criticised
the college authorities for not
responding or taking action on the
issues, especially food quality
issues. Lakshmi Kanth...

-PAGE: 3

Survey on risk
profile of glacial...
Four states and a Union territory in
the Himalayas will commence
ground surveys to determine the
vulnerability of glacial lakes after
the monsoon season, officials said
on Tuesday. A glacial lake outburst
flood (GLOF) in Sikkim in October
2023 has prompted this initiative,
they said. Monitoring systems will
also be established to provide
crucial information about GLOFs,
the officials said. "Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh and the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
are setting up...

ONGC to invest Rs 2
L cr to meet net...
State-owned Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) will invest
about Rs 2 lakh crore in setting up
renewable energy sites and green
hydrogen plants and cutting gas
flaring to zero to achieve its 2038
net-zero carbon emission goal.
The company, which produces
about two-thirds of India's crude
oil and about 58 per cent of natural
gas, on Tuesday released a 200-
page document, detailing its path
to achieving net zero emissions. It
listed clean energy projects even
as it looks to boost its
hydrocarbon output...

Bumrah, Mandhana
named  ICC Player...
Hero of India’s victorious T20
World Cup campaign, Jasprit
Bumrah added another feather to
his hat when he was on Tuesday
named the ‘ICC Men’s Player of the
Month for June’. It was double
delight for India as women’s team
vice-captain Smriti Mandhana was
also named the ‘Women’s Player
of the Month’ by the global body.
Mandhana won her first ICC
Women’s Player of the Month after
playing a starring role in India’s
sweep over South Africa in the ODI
series last month. Bumrah came
out on top in the...
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DDOONN’’TT MMIISSSS......

u It is our fault to blame people for BRS defeat in elections, acknowledges KTR

uExpresess surprise that Jagan lost despite so many schemes for poor

CM Revanth seeks
connectivity to Bandar port
Assures support for construction of national highways 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy
assured full cooperation for the con-
struction of national highways in
Telangana. He stated that any obsta-
cles in the construction of roads
would be removed promptly. 

Senior officials of the National
Highway Authority of India (NHAI)
met the Chief Minister at his resi-
dence on Tuesday. The meeting was
attended by State Roads and
Buildings Minister Komatireddy

Venkat Reddy, NHAI Projects
Member Anil Chaudhary, R&B
Special Secretary Dasari
Harichandan and CM's Secretary
Shahnawaz Qasim. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Supreme Court has adjourned
hearing in the case
filed by Andhra
Pradesh challenging
Telangana's GO No.
34, which mandates
full-scale hydroelec-
tric generation in the
Krishna basin proj-
ects, to August 20. Telangana's case
is that the projects could not be
handed over to the Krishna Board
while the tribunal is still reviewing
water allocations between the states. 

On July 9, 2024, the Supreme
Court convened at 10:50 am with
Hon'ble Justice Abhay S. Oka and

Hon'ble Justice
Augustine George
Masih presiding. The
Additional Solicitor
General for the Union
of India, Aishwarya
Bhati, was directed to
file a short reply

regarding Andhra Pradesh's prayer
and clarify whether a notification
had been issued under Section 87
of the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act.  

Revanth claimed that
whenever BRS faced
crisis, KCR invariably
used unemployed
youth. He asked: "Did
anyone in Kalvakuntla
family die for
Telangana? Thinking
that the tall guy
(Harish Rao) poured
petrol on himself,
Srikantha Chary
committed suicide"

It is surprising that Jagan lost
despite implementing numerous
schemes for the poor. Securing 40
per cent of the votes is no small feat.
If Pawan Kalyan had contested
separately, the results might have

been different.
Surprisingly,
Ketireddy, who was

consistently in touch
with the public, was
defeated. Sharmila

was a tool against
Jagan, and there

was nothing more
to it

- K.Taraka Rama Rao, BRSMLA

Peace efforts do not
succeed in midst

bombs and bullets

22

2

2

2

n KCR feeling the pain of
defections since it has come to
him now

n Polls to local bodies after 
crop loan waiver



Printed and published by B Krishna Prasad for and on behalf of CMYK Printech Ltd., Phone: 040-23322341, Hyderabad Office: F-502, Diamond Block, Lumbini Rockdale, Somajiguda, Hyderabad - 500 082. Telangana. Printed at 
Sree Seshasai Enterprises, Plot No.19, IDA Balanagar , Hyderbad-500037, Medchal -Malkajgiri District, Telangana. Editor-in-Chief: Shobori Ganguli. Resident Editor: B Krishna Prasad, AIR SURCHARGE of Rs 2.00.

Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any

damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication or not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Delhi/New Delhi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before

responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group's will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers  of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements.

hyderabad 02HYDERABAD | WEDNESDAY | JULY 10, 2024

ALMANAC

Updated: July 9, 2024 5:00 PM

Forecast: Scattered Thunderstorms
Temp: 31

oc

Humidity: 71%
Sunrise: 5:48 AM
Sunset: 6:55 PM

TODAY

HYDERABAD WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha

Tithi: Chaturthi: Jul 09 06:09 AM
to Jul 10 07:52 AM

Panchami: Jul 10 07:52 AM
to Jul 11 10:03 AM

Nakshatram: 

Magha: Jul 09 07:52 AM
to Jul 10 10:15 AM

Purva Phalguni: Jul 10 10:15 AM
to Jul 11 01:04 PM

Rahukalam: 12:21 PM to 1:58 PM

Yamagandam:  7:29 AM to 9:06 AM

Varjyam: 07:11 PM to 08:58 PM

Gulika: 10:44 AM to 12:21 PM

Amritakalam: 07:37 AM to 09:22 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: Nil

A
ndhra Pradesh's former
chief minister YS
Jagan Mohan

Reddy needs to take in his
stride YSRCP's humiliat-
ing defeat in the 2024
Assembly elections,
come out of his frustra-
tion at not being able to
marginalize his bête noire
and TDP president
Chandrababu Naidu, and,
more importantly, put his own
party back on track, consider-
ing that it won nearly 40 per
cent of the vote share, despite
securing only 11 seats against
the dream target of 175. 

In the wake of YSRCP's
poll debacle, there is talk that
most leaders and cadre of the
party consider Jagan to be an
eccentric personality disin-
clined to accept his failure. His
complacence about retaining
power solely on the strength of
his party's welfare programmes

has made the defeat
all the more bitter.

For, having bagged 86
per cent of the seats in
the AP Legislative
Assembly (winning 151

out of 175 seats) in
the last Assembly polls,

he ruled with an iron hand,
creating a wedge between the
cadre and party leadership.
Things came to such a pass
that almost all the contesting
candidates were made to
believe this time that, regard-
less of their individual perfor-
mance, they would win, thanks
to their chief minister's track
record.  This situation was
painful at least to those lead-
ers who are otherwise capable
of attracting votes on the
strength of their own perfor-
mance. Thus, lack of coordina-
tion and unexpected anti-
incumbency factor proved
costly for YSRCP. 

Jagan perhaps thought he
could retain power in the
recent AP Assembly just as his
father late Dr.YS Rajasekhara
Reddy had expected in the
2009 elections in the combined
Andhra Pradesh. But the sit-
uation had become very hard
for YSR to retain power. The
Congress had won 180+ seats
in the Assembly (out of 294
seats) in the 2004 elections.
Severe anti-incumbency factor
made then chief minister

N.Chandrababu Naidu a loser,
though he had handed out
huge doles just the before
elections. "It's a rebellion of the
common man," was how YSR
had summed up the election
results. Despite the strong
presence of the Grand
Alliance, comprising TDP,
TRS and Left parties, YSR
could retain power, though
with slender margin. YSR
could get only eight seats
above the magic figure of 148.

The Congress won only 156
seats out of 294 in the
Assembly of combined AP.
YSR then commented that the
people of AP had given him
only 'pass' marks, though he
deserved to come out with 'dis-
tinction'. 

Today, Jagan must be feeling

worse. For, Jagan had dreamed
that there won't be opposition
for YSRCP in the 2029 polls,
should the party return to
power with a massive majori-
ty in 2024. 

Jagan is not able to digest
that 90 per cent of the total
seats have gone to the NDA
combine, leaving just 11 seats
to YSRCP. The welfare mea-
sures of his government, cost-
ing a whopping Rs.2.70 lakh
crore rupees, did not prevent
Chandrababu Naidu from
coming to power. No state in
the country has spent such
huge money on welfare
schemes at the cost of creation
of public assets for future gen-
erations. Even the Polavaram
project could have been com-
pleted with just one-fifth of the
outlay for welfare schemes.
The worst part of Jagan's
predicament is that YSRCP
failed to get even the status of

principal opposition party. 
There is talk in party circles

that Jagan might resign from
the Assembly and opt for con-
testing from the Kadapa Lok
Sabha seat for strategic reasons,
including proximity to power
centres while pursuing crimi-
nal cases that CBI and ED have
filed against him. Even this
may not be a smooth affair for
Jagan. For  Telangana Chief
Minister Anumula Revant
Reddy declared at YSR's birth
anniversary celebrations in AP
that he would strive to make
APCC chief and daughter of
YSR YS Sharmila victorious by
touring every nook and corner
of the Kadapa LS seat. 

P. Janardhan Reddy, who
was leader of the Congress
Legislature Party(CLP) during
the first stint of Chandrababu
Naidu, had then justified his job
even without the party's status
as principal opposition in the

Tenth House (1994-99) of the
AP Legislative Assembly. The
construction of the Almatti
Dam on the Krishna River by
the Government of Karnataka
had come to light due to the
brave acts of PJR in 1997. He
visited the dam site, along with
media persons drawn from
Hyderabad, braving restric-
tions imposed by the Karnataka
government then headed by
J.H.Patel.  PJR's exercise high-
lighted how detrimental the
project would be to the inter-
ests of AP. YS Rajasekhara
Reddy, who took the reins of
APCC in 1998, could not up
the ante as PJR had already
taken up the matter quite suc-
cessfully. 

So, Jagan would do well to
make himself more relevant by
properly fulfilling his respon-
sibilities as an opposition mem-
ber in the Assembly, regardless
of his party's present status. 

M D RATNA KUMAR 
Senior Journalist

In the wake of YSRCP's poll debacle,
there is talk that most leaders and
cadre of the party consider Jagan to
be an eccentric personality disinclined
to accept his failure. His complacence
about retaining power solely on the
strength of his party's welfare
programmes has made the defeat all
the more bitter. 

PIN 
POINT 

Jagan needs to put YSRCP back on track

KTR calls out Rahul for double

standard on defections
PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana legislator and Bharat
Rashtra Samithi working pres-
ident KT Rama Rao has called
out All India Congress
Commitee leader Rahul
Gandhi's double standard on
defections with reference to
how the grand old party has
been encouraging defections in
Telangana. 

Speaking to national media
in Delhi, KTR slammed Rahul
for posing as a defender of the
Constitution while undermin-
ing its spirit. He recounted
Rahul's 'Panch Nyay' promis-
es, which included steps to
strengthen anti-defection laws,
and pointed out how in
Telangana the Congress was
presently engaging in unjust
practices.

In a speech at Tukkuguda in
Hyderabad before the
Assembly elections in
Telangana, Rahul Gandhi had
stated that the membership of
defectors (from his party)
would be terminated; yet, in
another meeting at the same

place after the elections, Rahul
was sitting next to the BRS
MLAs who had defected to the
Congress.  KTR remarked that
this duplicitous behavior of
Rahul Gandhi could win him
an Oscar. 

KTR urged people to see
through the designs of Rahul,
who held a copy of the
Constitution in his hand while
killing its spirit with the other
hand. He claimed that with
AICC's approval, some more
MLAs were planning to defect
in Telangana and sought to
know how Rahul Gandhi
would respond to the situation.

KTR recalled that present
Telangana Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy had once
observed "defectors should be
stoned to death" and called
them "mad dogs". "Who
should be stoned now? Who is
the mad dog?" KTR asked. He
cited a verdict of the Supreme
Court on a defection case
involving a Congress MLA in
Manipur, and demanded
'explanation' for 'BRS MLA
purchases in Telangana',

though the Congress claimed
to be fighting against BJP's
defections nationwide. 

Citing an allegation made by
Siddaramaiah in Karnataka
that each Congress MLA was
offered Rs 50 crore by the BJP,
KTR sought to know the "cost
of MLA purchases in
Telangana".

KTR said he had been con-
sulting legal and constitution-
al experts in Delhi for four
days seeking justice in party's
defection issues. He pointed
out that Danam Nagender,
who had won on a BRS ticket,
later contested for the
Secunderabad LS seat on a
Congress B-form. He called for
immediate action against such
blatant defections. He men-
tioned filing a petition in the
High Court and promised to
approach the Supreme Court
if justice was not served. He
said BRS had plans to meet the
President and lodge com-
plaints, while also raising the
issue in the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha. He vowed to
strengthen anti-defection.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Government Whip Beerla
Ilaiah has made it clear that 25
more BRS legislators will join
the Congress party soon. So,
BRSLP will merge in the
Congress, he said. 

Responding to BRS working
president KT Ramarao's
remarks in the context of
engineered defections, he
countered: "Is it 'samsaram' if
done by BRS and prostitution
if done by others?"

He was speaking to media

persons at CLP Media Hall on
Tuesday.

Beerla Ilaiah maintained
that BRS MLAs were joining
Congress since they liked
Revanth Reddy's rule. The
Government Whip said that
BRS leaders were speaking in
Delhi as they had no face to
speak in Telangana. The BRS
leaders had no moral ground
to speak against the Congress
party.  Beerla Ilaiah said that
KTR and Harish Rao went to
Delhi seeking to merge BRS
party with BJP.

BGL cautions
customers

against scam

PNS n HYDERABAD

Bhagyanagar Gas Limited, a
gas supplying firm, has alert-
ed its customers regarding a
new scam involving the mis-
use of its name and logo.

In a statement, the BGL
stated that fraudsters were
deceiving customers via
WhatsApp and voice calls,
sharing a corrupt APK file
designed to steal money and
personal information.

The fraudulent activities
involve the phone numbers
9940364176 on WhatsApp
and 9390958942 (mobile).
BGL advised its customers to
refrain from downloading any
unauthorised APK files and to
avoid responding to messages
or calls from these numbers.
Customers were warned not
to share any OTPs, passwords,
or personal information with
unknown entities. BGL fur-
ther urges its customers to not
respond to any other contacts
than those on its official web-
site www.bglgas.com. 

Peace efforts do not...
Continued on Page 1

"Whether it is war, conflicts,
terror attacks, everyone
believing in humanity is
deeply affected when there is
a loss of lives. But even in
that, when innocent children
are killed, when we see inno-
cent children dying, then it is
heart-wrenching and that
pain is very horrible," Modi
said.

The Indian prime minis-
ter's remarks that appeared to
be critical of Russia came
hours after Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy criticised the
Indian prime minister for
hugging Putin.

In his remarks, Modi also
referred to his extensive dis-
cussions on the Ukraine con-
flict with Putin during a pri-
vate meeting on Monday
evening and said dialogue is

the only way to find a solu-
tion.

"For a bright future for the
future generations, peace is
most essential. No solution is
possible on the battlefield.
Solutions and peace talks are
not successful in the midst of
bombs, guns and bullets and
we have to find the path to
peace through dialogue," he
said.

The Indian prime minister
assured the world communi-
ty that India is on the side of
peace and the conflict must
be resolved through talks.

"For restoration of peace,
India is ready to cooperate in
all possible ways," Modi said.

The prime minister said he
was satisfied that Putin had
put across his views very
openly at the meeting on
Monday and that many
"interesting ideas" and a "new
thinking" had emerged from

it.
In his comments, Putin

appreciated Modi's efforts to
find ways to resolve the
Ukraine crisis.

"I appreciate the attention
you pay to the most pressing
issues, including your efforts
to find ways to resolve the
Ukraine crisis, primarily
through peaceful means," he
said. The 22nd India-Russia
annual summit took place a
day after Modi arrived in
Moscow on a two-day visit
that has been watched close-
ly by the West in view of the
Ukraine conflict.

"We would urge India, as
we do any country when it
engages with Russia, to
make clear that any resolu-
tion to the conflict in
Ukraine needs to be one that
respects the UN charter,
that respects Ukraine's ter-
ritorial integrity, Ukraine's

sovereignty,"  US State
Department Spokesperson
Matthew Miller said in
Washington ahead of Modi-
Putin talks.

Modi gets Russia's ..

Continued on Page 1

"Honoured to receive the
Order of St. Andrew the
Apostle. I dedicate it to
the people of India," Modi
said in a post on X after
receiving the award at a
ceremony here.

Established in 1698 by
Tsar Peter the Great in
honour of Saint Andrew,
the first apostle of Jesus
and patron saint of
Russia, the Order of St
Andrew the Apostle is
the highest state decora-
tion of Russia

CM Revanth seeks...
Continued on Page 1

Officials apprised the Chief
Minister of the land acquisition
issues and other challenges
faced in the construction of the
highways by NHAI. 

He also mentioned the plan
to establish a dry port, consid-
ering the lack of a coastal area
in Telangana, and to build a
high-speed expressway con-
necting to Bandar Port.

In response, the Chief
Minister announced a high-
level meeting at the Secretariat
on Wednesday to resolve these
issues. 

District collectors from the
road construction areas and
forest department officials will
participate in the meeting to
address and resolve the prob-
lems. The Chief Minister
instructed NHAI officials to
start the construction of the
Hyderabad-Manneguda road

immediately. He urged them to
coordinate with the contractor
to resolve any issues and to
commence the expansion work
of the Hyderabad-Vijayawada
National Highway without
delay. 

Revanth Reddy highlighted
the efforts of the Andhra
Pradesh government to get
approval for a greenfield high-
way between Hyderabad and
Vijayawada. The Chief
Minister requested NHAI offi-
cials to support the construc-
tion of the Regional Ring Road
(RRR), a prestigious project
undertaken by the Telangana
government. He reminded
them of his recent request to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to include the RRR in the
Bharat Mala project. He
explained that 12 radial roads
will be constructed between
the Outer Ring Road and the
Regional Ring Road, with sev-

eral clusters and satellite town-
ships planned between them.  

Revanth Reddy also urged
officials to start the construc-
tion of the Hyderabad-
Kalvakurthi National Highway.
He emphasised the strategic
importance of this road, which
would reduce the distance to
Tirupati by 70 kilometers, ben-
efiting travellers from
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
those going from Hyderabad
to Tirupati. The Chief Minister
directed his Secretary
Shahnawaz Qasim to provide
a weekly report on road con-
struction progress in the State. 

The NHAI officials raised
issues including land transfer
for the construction of the
M a n c h e r i a l - Wa r a n g a l -
Khammam-Vijayawada (NH-
163G) corridor, public opinion
collection for land acquisition
for the Armoor-Jagtial-
Mancherial (NH-63) corridor.

‘There is...
Continued on Page 1

He refuted the claims of arrogance
within their party, asserting that the
difference between self-confidence
and arrogance is often misunder-
stood and that those unable to com-
pete in development labelled them
as arrogant. 

Meanwhile, Harish Rao said that
defections have not benefited their
party as expected, noting that 10
individuals who joined their party
were defeated. According to the
Supreme Court's verdict, a decision
should be made within three
months. Harish Rao confidently
stated that the BRS government will
come to power again in Telangana,
as people are witnessing the differ-
ence between the current and pre-
vious governments. He criticised
Revanth Reddy, saying he lacks gov-
ernance skills and is more focused
on politics. Harish Rao also point-
ed out the lack of cleanliness in vil-
lages, leading to the spread of dis-
eases like dengue and malaria. 

SC adjourns..
Continued on Page 1

Andhra Pradesh submitted
that it was ready to hand over
its projects if Telangana was
prepared to do the same.
Senior Counsel C.S.
Vaidyanathan, representing
Telangana, noted that the
Krishna River Management
Board had decided to refer
the matter to the Apex
Council, emphasizing that
the allocation issue was still
pending before the tribunal.
He also argued that the main-
tainability of the writ petition
needed to be heard. 

The Supreme Court
adjourned the matter to
August 20, 2024, to hear the
issue on prayer i) of IA No.
81629/2021 and consider the
maintainability of the writ
petition if necessary. 

Participants in the
Supreme Court included
Senior Counsel C.S.

Continued on Page 1

ishan Reddy questioned the
government to tell when it will
give Rs 4,000 pension to the
aged people.

Kishan Reddy alleged that
Revanth Reddy has been loot-
ing Telangana by collecting RR
tax forcibly. He alleged that the
State government brought
thousands of crores of loans in
the name of schemes and it
seems that it is also following
the footsteps of the previous
KCR regime in regard to
bringing loans.

Kishan Reddy alleged that
belt shops increased a lot even
as Revanth Reddy assured

that he will control the belt
shops, after coming to power.
Revanth Reddy government
has been sucking the blood of
the people in the name of belt
shops, he slammed.

The Union Minister ques-
tioned the State government to
tell why it is not giving white
ration cards to the poor. There
is a need of white ration cards
as the poor need them to
receive Central schemes. He
said that they will mount pres-
sure on the government till it
implements the schemes and
made it clear that the BJP will
take up movements severely
under the leadership of Mahila
Morcha.

Govt owes Rs 20,000....

TG Cong...
Continued on Page 1

As a result, the BRS is
weakening gradually. The
BJP is trying to occupy the
place of the BRS in
Telangana. Now the TDP in
the NDA and its alliance
with the BJP, they will
become a big force in
Telangana, Chandrababu
feels. He also thinks if now
activates the TDP, some
BRS leaders who were in
the TDP in the past, may
return to the party. 

Keeping all this in view,
Chandrababu decided to
concentrate on Telangana
politics too. Like in the past
in BRS regime, now the
TDP may not face any hur-
dles in Telangana for its
activities because BRS is
not in power. In fact, the
entry of Chandrababu into
Telangana politics will

affect the BRS more than
the Congress. But the BRS
leadership is silent on this
and the Congress leaders
are reacting more. 

TPCC working presi-
dent Jagga Reddy, former
MP Vijaya Shanthi and
others reacted. Jagga Reddy
said, "Chandrababu has a
residence in Hyderabad.
In the last 10 years, he used
to come and leave.
However, this time he ini-
tiated talks at the govern-
ment level with a hidden
agenda." Meanwhile, Vijaya
Shanthi said,
"Chandrababu's secret
agenda is the interests of
Telugu Desam party rather
than the interests of the
people of Telugu states."
Political observers feel that
the reason for reacting
more by the Congress lead-
ers may be the relationship. 

Govt Whip Beerla Ilaiah
says 25 BRS MLAs to

join Cong soon

Modi govt's only mission
is to ‘keep youth

jobless', says Kharge
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Modi government has
only one mission and that is to
"keep the youth jobless",
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge alleged
on Tuesday in a scathing attack
against the Centre on the
issue of unemployment.

The Modi government may
be refuting independent eco-
nomic reports like the one by
Citigroup on unemployment
but how will it deny govern-
ment data, Kharge asked in a
lengthy post on X citing vari-
ous reports. "The truth is that
Modi government is solely
responsible for shattering the
dreams of crores of youth in
the last 10 years," he alleged.

Kharge said the latest gov-
ernment data punctures the
government's claims.

According to NSSO's
(National Sample Survey
Office) Annual Survey of
Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises, in the manufac-
turing sector, 54 lakh jobs
were lost in unincorporated
units in the seven years
between 2015 and 2023, he
said. "In 2010-11, 10.8 crore
employees were employed in

unincorporated, non-agricul-
tural enterprises across India,
which has become 10.96 crore
in 2022-23 - that is, a margin-
al increase of only 16 lakh in
12 years," he said.

Kharge cited the latest
Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS), to state that the urban
unemployment rate is at 6.7
per cent (Q4, FY24).

"Modi government beats
the drum of employment gen-
eration in the Formal sector by
showing EPFO data, but even
if we assume that data to be
true, it has seen a 10% decline
in new jobs in 2023," he said.

A report by IIM Lucknow,
after analysing government
data, shows that unemploy-
ment growth, high unemploy-
ment among the educated,
low participation of women in
the workforce are prevalent in
the country, Kharge said.

PNS n INDORE

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Tuesday said that "planned
deadlocks" or shouting of slo-
gans in legislatures can not
solve the people's problems,
and dialogue between
Opposition and ruling parties
is the need of the hour.

Birla was interacting with
local public representatives at
an event at the Indore
Municipal Corporation.

"I want the House of the
Indore corporation to become
a model for other municipal-
ities, municipal councils and
panchayats with high-quality
dialogues and innovations, as
planned deadlocks or coming
near the podium of a House

and shouting slogans will not
solve the problems of the peo-
ple," he said.

Problems of the people can
be resolved only by the voic-
ing of agreement and dis-
agreement through a dialogue
between the ruling parties
and Opposition in any House,
he added.

People's problems will not
be resolved through
'planned deadlocks' 
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Lieutenant General Varshney presenting the gold trophy to Ritika Dangi and Silver troply to Mahaprabhu at the concluding
ceremony of the 38th Hyderabad Sailing Week, a landmark event in India's sailing calendar. The event was held from July 1 to
7 and was jointly organised by the EME Sailing Association, Laser Class Association of India and Secunderabad Sailing Club.

SUCCESSFUL SSAILING

PNS n HYDERABAD

With an alarming rates of
unhygienic food served in col-
leges mess or canteens, it's not
surprising to witness a shock-
ing food issue where the
Jawaharlal Nehru
Technological University-
Hyderabad (JNTUH) students
claimed that a live rat was
found in 'chutney' at the college
mess located in Sultanpur,
through various posts on
Twitter on Tuesday. The stu-
dents criticised the college
authorities for not responding
or taking action on the issues,
especially food quality issues.

Lakshmi Kanth, a student of
JNTUH, tweeted, "Rat in the
'Chutney' in the JNTUH,
Sultanpur. What hygiene main-
tenance by the staff members
is in a mess."

Praisy J, another student
said, "It's completely unac-
ceptable and unbelievable.

First, we had insects in our
food and now we have found
a rat, even after an inspection
was conducted. This poses a
serious health risk and cannot
be ignored. Immediate and
thorough action is needed to
address these safety violations."

Furthermore, the students
staged a protest on the varsity
premises demanding the
authorities to solve students'
issues, especially food safety
issues, by serving proper and
hygienic meals.

Earlier, a similar incident
had occurred where the stu-
dents claimed to have found

insects in food and the officials
from the Food Safety depart-
ment conducted a raid on the
JNTUH mess at Sultanpur in
June and found many viola-
tions. Through a Twitter post,
the officials stated that they
have found 15 kilograms of
maida flour that was

found to be infested with
black beetles and were discard-
ed. Twenty-five kilograms of
fungus-infested vegetables
were also identified and dis-
carded, the department report-
ed.

"The storeroom was found
to be unhygienic with rodents

and excessive rat excreta. The
kitchen, wash area and dining
area were in unhygienic con-
ditions. Food handlers were
found without head caps,
aprons and medical records.
The RO water plant was not
working. A notice has been
issued, and further action will
be taken accordingly," the
department stated.

Speaking to the Pioneer cor-
respondent, on the rat in chut-
ney issue, Venkateshwara Rao,
Register at JNTUH Sultanpur,
said, "It's a wrong news as the
incident happened after the
food is served for the breakfast
(post-breakfast time). The
mess staff has put the leftover
chutney at one corner of the
canteen when a rat had fallen
into the vessel. Some students
who passed the mess saw the
rat in the vessel and uploaded
it on social media platforms,
thereby spreading fake infor-
mation."

PNS n HYDERABAD

An African female lion, treat-
ed for hind limbs paralysis,
escaped from Nehru
Zoological Park on Monday.
According to the Curator, the
lioness named Sirisha, which
is 8 years old, was undergoing
treatment in the Summer
House area (Off Display area).
The escape occurred due to
negligence when the assistant
animal keeper, Syed Hussain,
failed to properly close the
enclosure doors while clean-
ing. Hussain accidentally left
a door between enclosures
open, allowing Sirisha to exit
her night enclosure. Upon
seeing Hussain, the lioness
injured him with her paws.
Hussain alerted other staff
members, who quickly closed
the main gates as per

Standard Operating
Procedures, despite it being a
Zoo Holiday.

Within 10 minutes, the vet-
erinary team, who were
equipped with tranquilizing
equipment and already on
rounds for health checks,
responded immediately. They
tranquilized the Lioness
Sirisha, which was near the

crocodile moat, and returned
her to the night house with-
in 20 minutes. The assistant
animal keeper, Hussain was
immediately taken to
Osmania General Hospital
for treatment and has been
discharged.

An inquiry committee
appointed by the Zoo Park
Director is investigating the
incident.  A preliminary
report by the Deputy Range
Officer indicated that Hussain
was careless in following safe-
ty protocols and monitoring
the animals, as there were
only limited staff due to the
zoo holiday. 

The Curator informed, the
committee plans to bring in
experts to train staff in han-
dling similar situations and to
implement measures to pre-
vent future incidents.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The International Institute of
Information Technology,
Hyderabad (IIITH) has
announced on Tuesday that
it will collaborate to develop
advanced algorithms and
data models for sports ana-
lytics.

These models and algo-
rithms will serve to enhance
Athlyte's Next Generation
Sports  Communicators
Technology platform. This
platform will use natural lan-
guage processing and
advanced search techniques
to help US college sports
communicators be able to
search for stats and other
sports information as well as

generate narratives from data
using advanced language
models.

The IIITH team led by
Prof. Manish Shrivastava will
jointly work with members of
Athlyte's team on projects
including developing a natur-
al language-based search
engine specific to the firm's
sports data and architecture
and generating sports con-
tent and stories using data
mining, pattern recognition,
AI and deep learning tech-
nology.

Dr Kiron Shastr y,
President  and CEO of
Athlyte Inc said, "The part-
nership between IIITH and
Athlyte brings together a
high-performance team that

will deliver cutting-edge
solutions to help make col-
lege sports communicators
more effective. 

I am pleased with the
speed at which the IIITH
team understood the require-
ments and has developed
solutions that go a long way
to optimize data extraction
from text files."  

Dr. Manish Shrivastava,
said,  "With the current
advances in natural language
processing and the fact that
sports analytics have not
benefited much from these
advances, I am really looking
forward to this partnership
and I believe together we
could make a significant
impact in this area."

PNS n HYDERABAD

Hyderabad Commissioner of
Police Kothkota Sreenivas
Reddy on Tuesday held a
coordination meeting ahead of
Muharram (Ashura) proces-
sion on July 17.

Reddy assured that the
police department has taken
all necessary measures in coor-
dination with the officers of all
departments so that the
Moharram and Bibi Ka Alam
procession could be held

peacefully.
"Adequate parking facili-

ties will be provided to the
devotees participating in the
Moharam procession and traf-
fic diversion measures will be
taken," the Commissioner said
during the meeting at the
Salar Jung Museum.

The meeting was attended
by All India Majlis-e-Ittehad ul
Muslimeen MLA and MLCs,
along with representatives of
the Waqf Board, GHMC, fire
and health departments.

PRAJAVANI

SAMUEL JOSHUA

n HYDERABAD

People who attended Prajavani
on Tuesday complained about
the lack of proper response
from the officials, claiming in
frustration that all politicians
are the same regardless of the
government. In all, 618 people
submitted their applications
at Mahatma Jyotiba Phule Praja
Bhavan. 

Naresh from Kothagudem,
who came for updates on his
submitted grievance, said he
has been running a restaurant
for years and applied for an
elite bar licence since there is
no elite bar in Kothagudem. 

He has paid money to the
SHO, DPEO and DC,
Khammam, who completed
their enquiry. When asked,
they mentioned that the file is
pending with the Principal
Secretary. Naresh stated he
submitted the application long

back, but there has been no
response even after the change
in administration. Naresh said
he spent Rs 80 lakh for reno-
vating the restaurant for the
licence. At a rent of Rs.1,50,000
per month till date, he has lost
about Rs 30 lakh over 20
months.

Meanwhile, Nagireddy, a
native of Vanaparthy, said that
his father registered a land
worth Rs 30 lakh. Another

party, Sandeep Reddy, pur-
chased it for just Rs 10 lakh,
with the remaining Rs 20 lakh
pending, and a case has been
going on. 

He said an application has
been submitted to the officials
in Prajavani, but he got no
proper response. 

Nagireddy said he went on
a padayatra with Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka long back, and
when he asked to meet him,

the police did not allow him.
He also said he wrote for an
appointment to meet the
Deputy CM, but no response
has been received, even after
going to the new camp office
in Banjara Hills, Hyderabad
city police commissionerate. 

Nagireddy vent his frustra-
tion that he had done a paday-
atra beside Bhatti Vikramarka,
and upon asking for an
appointment to discuss his
grievance, the police did not
even allow him. 

Meanwhile, 2BHK appli-
cants attend the Prajavani reg-
ularly with little hope.

According to the officials,
over 63 applications were relat-
ed to revenue issues, 89 to the
Civil Supplies department, 56
to the Electricity department,
63 to Housing, 36 to the
Panchayati Raj Rural
Development department and
211 to other departments have
been received.

JNTUH students protest as live
rat found in chutney at mess

PNS n HYDERABAD

Tension continued to prevail
on the Osmania University
(OU) campus as the police
tried to apprehend the aspi-
rants who were staging a
protest on Tuesday demand-
ing the Congress government
to defer the District Selection
Committee examination.

The protest that com-
menced late on Monday night
at Government City College,
Nayapul,  spread to the
Osmania University on
Tuesday. Students planned to
take out a rally. However, it
was dropped as the police
detained some protesters in
the landscape garden. 

A huge number of police
personnel have been deployed
on the campus with East
Zone DCP Giridhar monitor-
ing the situation on the
ground. 

The OU students lamented
that the Congress, which won
Assembly elections with the
votes of the unemployed
youth, now does not care
about the students' demands
after forming the govern-
ment. They have been
demanding the government
to defer the present DSC
exam and issue a mega DSC
notification.

Moreover, the members of

BRSV burnt the effigy of
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy at the varsity premis-
es.  BRSV State general secre-
tary Chatari Dasharath said,
"They alleged that the regime
of police detention is running
in Telangana. On the day of
the Telangana movement, the
model of detention was seen
in the governance. If they ask
to implement the guarantees
given to the unemployed,
they are taking away civil
liberties and imposing restric-
tions. What unemployed peo-
ple ask for is only what you
say, not what they want.
Surely, legitimate demands
of the unemployed must be
fulfilled. DSC should be post-
poned immediately. Also,
Group 2 posts should be
increased to 2,000.  We also
want the State government to
declare 1:100 for Group 1.
Otherwise, we will continue
to protest against the govern-
ment."

One of the DSC aspirants
said, "It will be better if the
State government postponed
the DSC exam that will be
scheduled on July 18 and
immediately issue a mega
DSC notification."

Meanwhile OU authorities
have made strict arrange-
ments to prevent any unto-
ward incidents in the varsity.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Dr B Prasanta K Patro, Chief
Scientist at the Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR) National
Geophysical Research Institute
(NGRI), Hyderabad, was
selected for the National
Geoscience Award 2023 on
Tuesday. The Ministry of
Mines recognised his excep-
tional contribution to
Geophysics and Applied
Geophysics.

Dr Patro's academic journey
began with a B.Sc from
Berhampur University, Odisha,
followed by an M.Sc from
Andhra University,
Visakhapatnam. He then
joined NGRI, where he pur-
sued his PhD from Osmania
University, Hyderabad. His
research primarily focuses on
the resistivity structure of the
Earth's crust and upper man-
tle using the magnetotelluric
(MT) method, which leverages
electromagnetic induction.

Resistivity, a key physical

parameter in geophysics, is
sensitive to the presence of flu-
ids and minerals. His studies
have provided significant
insights into seismotectonics
and resource exploration
(hydrocarbon, geothermal).
He has applied advanced MT
techniques to address various
geophysical and exploration
challenges. His work has
revealed diverse electrical
structures in the crust and
lithosphere of South and
Central India, with a specific
emphasis on the Deccan
Volcanic Province and

Southern Granulite Terrain,
contributing valuable knowl-
edge to understanding their
seismotectonics.

Recently, Dr Patro's research
has expanded to focus on the
tectonics of the Himalaya,
employing the MT method. He
has also been developing new
3-D inversion techniques to
interpret magnetotelluric
response functions better.

He has received several
notable recognitions, including
the Krishnan Gold Medal and
Anni Talwani Memorial Prize
from the Indian Geophysical
Union, a post-doctoral
research fellowship from
Oregon State University, USA,
the Japan Science Promotion
Society (JSPS) fellowship in
Tokyo and the Boyscast fellow-
ship from the Government of
India.

Dr Patro's contributions
continue to advance the field
of geophysics, making him a
distinguished figure in the sci-
entific community.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana State BC study
circle is seeking applications
for a free coaching pro-
gramme for TGPSC Group I
mains exam for a period of 75
days.

Director of TG BC Study
Circle D Srinivas Reddy said
that eligible candidates who
have qualified for Group I
(Mains) can submit their
application online through
www.tobcstudycircle.cgo.oco
v.in from July 10 to 19. The
applicant's parental income
should be below Rs 5 lakh per
annum. 

The coaching programme
will be conducted at TG BC
Study Circle at Saidabad,
Hyderabad and TG BC Study
Circle in Khammam from
July 22 for a period of 75
days. The government would
pay Rs 5,000 as a stipend per
month to every candidate
during the coaching period. 

CSIR-NGRI scientist selected for
National Geoscience Award

African female lion escapes;
brought back to enclosure 

Hyderabad CP Kothakota Sreenivas Reddy conducts coordination meeting at
Salar Jung Museum  

Hyd CP holds coordination meeting
ahead of Muharram procession

DSC aspirants protest 
at OU to defer exam
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Applications opened for the
6th edition of Telangana State
Innovation Centre's flagship
programme, Intinta Innovator
2024. Aimed at empowering
rural innovators, the pro-
gramme plays a key role in
creating a nurturing envi-
ronment for innovation
across Telangana.
Additionally, the programme
aims to promote a culture of
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship in the State.

The Telangana State
Innovation Centre
announced that it is current-
ly accepting applications for
the 2024 edition of the Intinta
Innovator Programme. 

Innovators from all walks
of life, especially those living
in rural Telangana, are
encouraged to submit their
ideas and projects. This year's
programme is going to be the
most comprehensive yet,

reaching a wider audience
and providing a strong sup-
port system for budding new-
comers. 

Among all the innovations
this year, with an award cer-
emony on August 15 for all
the great innovations.

The programme aims to
cover all 33 districts, engage
with more than 3,000 gram
panchayats and connect with
over 1 crore rural people.

New to this year's pro-
gramme is the appointment of
a dedicated team of 33 young
professionals - one per district
- as Innovation Mithras. This
team will serve as on-ground
coordinators for three months
(July-September 2024),
engaging with stakeholders,
including district officials,
NGOs, civil society organisa-
tions, and rural people. 

Their aim is to highlight
the importance of innovation
in even the most remote vil-
lages of Telangana.

People complain about lack of proper
response; 518 applications received

TG Commerce PGs
meet on July 19, 20
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Department of
Commerce at Osmania
University, Hyderabad on
Tuesday announced that it
will organise the Telangana
Commerce Post-Graduates
Meet, Vanijya 2024 on July 19
and 20 at its premises.

The event will see enthusi-
astic participation from
M.Com students from across
various universities in
Telangana, including those
from constituent and affiliat-
ed colleges. It aims to uncov-
er and celebrate the hidden tal-
ent among the post-graduate
students of commerce by pro-
viding them with a platform to
showcase their skills in a range
of formal and informal events.

The meet will feature a
variety of events designed to
challenge and inspire the par-
ticipants, encouraging them to
push their boundaries and
excel in their chosen fields.

This two-day event promises
to be a landmark occasion, fos-
tering a spirit of camaraderie
and healthy competition
among the commerce stu-
dents of Telangana.

A poster detailing the vari-
ous individual and group
events was unveiled by
Registrar of Osmania
University, Prof. P
Laxminarayana. 

The ceremony was attend-
ed by OSD to VC Prof. B
Reddiya Naik, Dean of the
Faculty of Commerce Prof. M
Gangadhar, Head of the
Department of Commerce
Prof. D Chennappa,
Chairman of the Board of
Studies Prof. Krishna
Chaitanya, Convener of the
Programme Prof. I Sekhar,
Dean of the Faculty of
Sciences and others.

For further details and
queries, interested parties can
reach out via email at dcou-
vanijya2024@gmail.com.

Free coaching
for Group I
mains exam

IIIT-H to develop data
models for sports analytics

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Hyderabad Police has invit-
ed applications for 120 vacan-
cies of Special Police Officers.
The last date to apply is July 18

This a temporary job role,
ex-servicemen, ex-paramilitary
forces and retired police per-
sonnel belonging to Telangana
only are eligible for the role.
The criteria to apply for the job
are ex-serviceman and ex-para-
military preferably from
Telangana; retired police per-
sonnel should have residential
proof in Telangana such as
Aadhaar card, Voter ID and dri-
ving licence.

Age should be below 58
years as on August 1, 2024, for
ex-servicemen and for ex-para-
military and retired police offi-
cers.  The upper age limit is 61

years. The selected candidate
will receive a monthly hon-
ourarium of Rs 26,000;
However, they won't be entitled
to leaves. In case a leave is
required it will be subject to pay
cut.

The candidates must attach
original documents including
discharge book, discharge cer-
tificate, retirement order,
Aadhaar card, PAN card, tech-
nical Trade Proficiency
Certificate if applicable; valid
driving licence LMV / HMV for
driver candidates only and
three passport size pho-
tographs. 

All the interested candidates
should be present at the SPOs
office, CAR Headquarters,
Petlaburj for submitting the
application; Phone calls will not
be accepted.

Hyd Police invite
applications for SPOs

Applications open for
Intinta Innovator 2024

Man held for job
fraud involing
Rs 4.71 lakh
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Cyber Crime Police on
July 8 arrested a man accused
of job fraud worth Rs 4.71
lakh.

The complainant said that
the fraudsters approached him
on the pretext of providing a
job at the Jezan University in
Saudi Arabia and tricked him
into transferring the amount
to the bank accounts provid-
ed by the accused. The accused
was identified as Nishanth
Kumar Rai (31), a resident of
Delhi. Based on the com-
plaint, a case was registered
against Rai under Sections
66(C), (D) ITA Act-2008 and
419, 420of the  Bharatiya Nyay
Sanhita  (BNS).

Rai planned to cheat job
seekers on the pretext of pro-
viding a job in the Arab
countries. He contacted vic-
tims from a call centre in
Noida, and four telecallers
were hired to obtain fake SIM
cards and bank accounts. 



04HYDERABAD | WEDNESDAY | JULY 10, 2024

Officials told to undertake driver
to check seasonal diseaes
PNS n YADADRI BHUVANAGIRI

District  Collector
Hanumanth Zendage has
directed officials to take up
special a drive in municipal-
ities to check spread of sea-
sonal diseases. He has also
asked the officials to meet the
target set for planting saplings
during the Vanamahotsava
programmes.

On Tuesday, he held a meet-
ing with district officials and
municipal commissioners. He
directed them to ensure that
water storage is avoided. The
officials were told to identify
low-lying areas and take steps
to prevent waterlogging. The
Collector instructed the offi-
cials to carry out fogging and
anti-larval spraying.

On  Vanmahotsavam pro-
gramme, Hanumanth Zendage
stressed the need to meet target

of planting saplings. He made it
clear that the it was the respon-
sibility officials to ensure smooth
conduct of Vanamahotsavam.

Additional Collectors P Ben
Shalom, K. Gangadhar, Revenue
Divisional Officers Amarender,
Shekhar Reddy, District Forest
Officer Padmaja Rani, Zilla
Parishad CEO Sobharani,
District Rural Development
Officer MA Krishnan, District
Agriculture Officer Anuradha,

District Panchayat Officer
Sunanda, District Chief Planning
Officer Venkateshwarlu, District
Medical Health Officer Dr.
Paparao, District Women and
Child Welfare Officer
Krishnaveni, District Excise
Officer Saidulu, Panchayat Raj
Exectivve Engineer
Venkateshwarlu, District
Marketing Officer Sabitha and
Municipal Commissioner partic-
ipated.

Yadadri Bhuvanagiri Collector Hanumanth Zendage holding a review meeting
with officials in Yadadri on Tuesday

SOT Police break up mujra
party; arrest 4 girls, 12 youth
PNS n RANGAREDDY

In a deepening crackdown, the
Special Operations Team
(SOT) police busted a mujra
party at a farmhouse in
Moinabad. During the raid,

four girls and twelve youths
were arrested. The investiga-
tion revealed that the girls

had been brought from Delhi
specifically for the party. The
police apprehended all
involved while they were
allegedly engaged in indecent
activities.

Acting on a tip-off, the SOT

police conducted the raids on
the farmhouse and busted the
party. The police were shocked

to find that those taking part
in the party had been perform-
ing dance almost naked. All
those arrested were handed
over to Moinabad police for
further investigation.

This operation is part of a
broader effort by the police to
crack down on rave parties and
prostitution. It is part of the
drive to curb drug menace.

The police intensified crack-
down on drugs following Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
emphasizing the need to erad-
icate  drugs menace in the
State.

Recently, there has been
an uptick in drug usage
among youths in city’s pubs,
with a notable presence of stu-
dents and software profes-
sionals. Many citizens believe
the government should inten-
sify its focus on combating the
spread of ganja, drugs, and
illicit parties.

Farmhouse where mujra party took place on Monday night at Moinabad in
Rangareddy district

PNS n HYDERABAD

Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) has
demolished illegal construc-
tions on Tuesday at
Serilingampally zone,
Madhapur division in Ayyappa
Society.

Under the supervision of the
Zonal Town Planning Officers,
as per the Commissioner's
orders, the illegal structures
were completely demolished in
morning hours with bulldoz-
ers. Officials have made it
clear that any construction
without permits will result in
demolition. Some structures
are being demolished when
they are in initial stages. From

the last seven days the demo-
lition drive is going on in
Ayyappa Society.

The officials stopped the

illegal constructions at an open
plot in Survey of India land in
Khanamet and other construc-
tions in Ayyappa Society.

GHMC demolishes illegal
constructions at Serilingampally

7,809 BUILDING PERMITS GIVEN SINCE CONG CAME TO POWER 

GHMC, HMDA real estate registrations

generate Rs 4,670 crore since Dec ‘23
PNS n HYDERABAD

The real estate market in
Greater Hyderabad is experi-
encing a significant upswing,
with property registrations
generating Rs 4,670.52 crore in
revenue from December 2023
to the end of June 2024.

This marks an increase from
the Rs 4,429.23 crore recorded
in the previous seven months,
highlighting the robust growth
in the sector. The rise in rev-
enue is attributed to a surge in
property registrations, new
building constructions and
layout approvals. 

Comparing the same period
last year (December 2022 to
June 2023), there is an increase
of Rs 270.86 crore in revenue.
The total number of registra-
tions in the past seven months
was 2,18,160, up from 1,93,962
in the same period last year,

reflecting a 12.5% increase.
This year, 54,111 flat regis-

trations have been recorded so
far, compared to 50,535 flats in
the same period last year,
marking a 7% growth. From
December 7 to June 30, 18,077
building permit applications
were approved in the GHMC
and HMDA jurisdictions,
compared to 17,911 permits
issued from May to December
6 last year. In the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal

Corporation area alone, 7,809
building construction permits
were approved in the past
seven months, representing a
13.17% increase compared to
the previous seven months.

Since the formation of the
new government, the number
of registrations and revenue
from document registrations in
the HMDA region has
increased, along with a notice-
able rise in the number of new
building permits issued.

Despite a three-month slow-
down in economic transactions
due to the election code, the
real estate sector has shown
remarkable recovery compared
to the previous year.

This resurgence is driven by
several key infrastructure pro-
jects initiated by Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy, including
the prestigious Musi River
Front Development Project,
Metro Rail expansion and the
construction of two elevated
corridors connecting
Secunderabad to national
highways, which are set to
transform the city's landscape.
The government's focus on
expanding the HMDA juris-
diction up to the Regional
Ring Road and the ongoing
construction of the Regional
Ring Road have also created a
favourable environment for
the real estate sector. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Forum For Good
Governance (FGG) said that
Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) has
become unmanageable and
became an epicenter for corrup-
tion. On Tuesday, the FGG
wrote an open letter to Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy to
bring a single act covering
GHMC, municipal corpora-
tions and Municipalities. A spe-
cial Act was made for GHMC. 

In the letter, the FGG men-
tioned that apart from GHMC,
there are 13 other Corporations
and 129 Municipalities in the
State. There are two Acts, one
for GHMC and other act for
other Corporations and
Municipalities.

The FGG said that in the
present circumstances, the
1955 GHMC Act is not able to
meet the requirements of the
people of Hyderabad. A num-
ber of amendments were made
to the 1955 (MCH) Act. On the

other hand, the Telangana
Municipalities Act covers all
the 12 Corporations and 129
Municipalities. 

“As the GHMC has a sepa-
rate Act, it is a separate unit for
appointment of staff, as such
once a person is recruited by
GHMC and that person will
work in GHMC jurisdiction
and retire there only. After the
formation of Telangana State
corruption has increased in the
GHMC. It is reported in a sec-
tion of the press that GHMC

properties let out to private
individuals are not properly
accounted for leading to an
annual loss of Rs 100 crores in
the shape of rents”, the FGG
said in an open letter. 

The FGG said that most of
the officials in GHMC are in
collusion with politicians and
closing their eyes for all the
irregularities that are taking
place. Though unauthorized
constructions are mushrooming
no official of GHMC is pun-
ished for dereliction of duty. 

“Former Chief Minister on
one occasion talking about
corruption in GHMC stated
that "If I start taking action on
corrupt officials in GHMC
non-will he left". The statement
of the former Chief Minister is
an indicator of the level of cor-
ruption in GHMC” FGG said.

The FGG requested the gov-
ernment to bring a single act
for all municipalities and cor-
porations including GHMC
for people to get corruption
free civic services.

GHMC become epicentre of corruption: FGG

PNS n HYDERABAD

Former Minister and MLA T Harish has
sharply criticised Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
over his comments regarding the postponement
of examinations, calling them immature. 

Harish pointed out that Revanth seems to have
forgotten his past stance on such issues. "Have
you forgotten the past? When candidates asked
for the postponement of Group 2 and TET
exams, didn't you support them? Back then, you
demanded that the government take a positive
decision. Why aren't you thinking positively
now?" Harish questioned.

He accused Revanth of having one stance
while in opposition and another after coming
to power. "Even a chameleon would be ashamed
of your behavior," he remarked. Harish alleged
that Revanth has been playing politics with the
hopes and lives of students and the unemployed.

"After coming to power, you have sidelined their
aspirations and left them stranded," he said.
Harish also criticised the CM for his harsh
words against those demanding the postpone-
ment of DSC exams. "It is unfortunate for a per-
son of the Chief Minister's stature to make such
derogatory comments about candidates and the
unemployed," he added.

He further accused Revanth of stirring up stu-
dents for the sake of political strength and ques-
tioned if Congress leaders also requested post-
ponements for political gains in the past.
"While candidates fight day and night, instead
of showing sympathy, you are making political
criticisms," Harish said, accusing Revanth of try-
ing to evade responsibility by blaming others and
playing with the lives of the unemployed. "The
public is observing your behavior and your two-
faced approach. They will definitely teach you
a lesson," Harish concluded.  

Congress MLC Mahesh Kumar Goud addressing the media along with Youth Congress leaders at Gandhi Bhavan in
Hyderabad on Tuesday

Telangana Youth Congress
election schedule announced
PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana Congress leaders
on Tuesday released the Youth
Congress election schedule as
the tenure of the present body
came to an July 9.

The leaders, TPCC working
president Mahesh Kumar Goud,
Bhongir MP Chamala Kiran
Kumar Reddy, Youth Congress
Telangana in-charge Surabhi
Dwivedi, outgoing Youth
Congress Telangana president
Shivsena Reddy and others on
Tuesday participated in the pro-
gramme held at Gandhi Bhavan.

As part of Youth Congress
election schedule, the mem-
bership drive would be held
from August 5 to September 5
and Telangana would be divid-
ed as 5 zones for the purpose
of election.  It may be recalled
that those who make the high-
est membership become the
Youth Congress president.

Speaking on the occasion,
outgoing Youth Congress
Telangana president Shivsena
Reddy, who now becomes
Sports Authority of Telangana
State (SATS) chairman, said
that he is tendering resignation

to his position. He said that he
is requesting the party nation-
al leadership to give opportu-
nities to the leaders who
worked hard. He said that the
Youth Congress strived to
defeat the BRS government. He
revealed that the previous BRS
government filed cases against
400 Youth Congress leaders
and the are forced to go from
one court to another.

TPCC working president
and MLC Mahesh Kumar
Goud said that Youth Congress
worked  for the success of the
Congress.

Even chameleon will be
ashamed of CM, says Harish

PNS n MEDAK

A lizard was allegedly found in
the breakfast served to students
of a girls' hostel attached to a
government school in Medak
district of Telangana on
Tuesday, an official said.

As many as 17 students who
had eaten the breakfast were
taken to a primary health cen-
tre in Ramayampet mandal
and two students among them
who had stomach pain were
shifted to Area Hospital in
Medak. The remaining 15 stu-
dents were discharged from the
health centre, they said.

A cook and an assistant
cook were terminated for
alleged negligence after a "lizard
was found" in the breakfast
while the caretaker and the

Special Officer of Model School
Girls' Hostel were served show
cause notices, Medak District
Educational Officer (DEO)
said. The DEO dismissed the
reports that appeared in a sec-
tion of the media stating that
the students had fallen ill due
to food poisoning.

The DEO, who enquired
into the issue, in a report sub-

mitted to higher officials
including the District Collector
said that when upma was
served to the students, one of
the students noticed a "lizard"
in the breakfast.

Immediately, the caretaker
instructed all the students to
stop eating and the caretaker
then took 17 students who had
eaten the dish to the nearby
Primary Health Centre in
Ramayampet. Later, 70 stu-
dents were also taken to the
health centre for checkup.

The doctor examined all
the students and they were kept
under observation for six hours
to check for symptoms like
vomiting, loose motions and
high fever which would indi-
cate food poisoning. However,
no such symptoms were

observed, the report said.
"Except two students who

were suffering with stomach
pain, all the remaining 15 stu-
dents were discharged from the
hospital. Both the students
have been shifted to the
District Headquarters Hospital
in Medak," the DEO said in the
report.

Meanwhile, a video pur-
portedly showing a rat scurry-
ing through a container of
food cooked at the hostel can-
teen of a state-run Engineering
College in Sangareddy district
went viral on social media on
Tuesday. A Sangareddy District
official told media that after
some students posted the
video, they visited the institute
for inspection and were verify-
ing the facts.

Lizard found in breakfast of students in Telangana
17 girls students took ill after having breakfast at the hostel attached to

Model School at Ramayampet in Medak district  

Girl students of TG Model School
being treated at Area Hospital in
Medak on Tuesday

PNS n HYDERABAD

In order to deal with emer-
gency situations due to water-
logging and inundation in
low-lying areas during mon-
soon season, GHMC deploys
emergency teams in the city
for which the GHMC sanc-
tioned Rs 41.47 crore. In all,
154 monsoon emergency
teams and 238 static labour
teams would be deployed in
the GHMC. 

The GHMC said that a total
of 168 dewatering pumpsets
are also available in various
circles of GHMC for pumping
out stagnated water. In addi-
tion, the Comprehensive Road
Maintenance Programme
(CRMP) agencies also
deployed 29 monsoon emer-
gency teams to attend to water
stagnation on CRMP roads
during the monsoon season.

These monsoon emergency
teams work round-the-clock
till October 31.

Mobile and mini mobile
emergency teams consist of
four labourers per team on
shift basis with a vehicle
along with equipment such as
crowbars, spades and dewa-
tering pumpsets and safety
items.

Static labour teams com-
prise one or two labourers sta-
tioned near the major water
stagnation points and catchpits
to immediately resolve the
stagnation by clearing the
floating material blocking the
holes of catchpits and gratings.

"Instant repair teams (IRTs)
will be available from
November 1 to repair potholes
and patchworks. However,
these teams will clear water
stagnations during unseason-
al rains."

GHMC okays Rs 41.5 cr for
deployment of monsoon teams

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Anti Corruption Bureau
(ACB) on Tuesday caught
panchayat secretary Pagide
Shivaji in Kanchanapalli village
panchayat of Janagaon district
while taking a bribe of Rs
20,000 for an official favour.

On Tuesday the ACB men-
tioned that the accused
accepted the bribe amount
from the complainant Gavani
Nageshwar Rao to prepare
and resubmit the fuel and
other expenses bills incurred
by the complainant on behalf
of Kanchanapalli village pan-
chayat which were rejected by
the STO, Ghanpur.

The bribe amount of Rs
20,000 was recovered from the
accused officer. The right hand
fingers of the accused and the
right side front pocket yield-
ed positive results in the chem-
ical test. Therefore, the accused
was arrested and produced
before the III Additional
Sessions Judge for SPE & ACB
Cases, Warangal. The case is
under investigation.

ACB nabs

panchayat secretary

in Jangaon

Ensure continuous
power to consumers,
says Ronald Rose
PNS n HYDERABAD

State Government Energy
Department Secretary Ronald
Ross has directed the officials
of the Southern Telangana
Electr icity Distr ibution
Company to ensure contin-
uous quality power supply
and to remain accessible to
consumers,  promptly
addressing their complaints. 

In a meeting held at the
TGSPDCL headquarters,
Ronald Rose, along with
CMD Musharraf Farooqi and
the company's chief engi-
neers and superintending
engineers, discussed the
operational challenges and

goals. Addressing the offi-
cials, the Secretary empha-
sised the importance of unin-
terrupted power supply,
instructing them to work
diligently and restore any
disruptions on a war-footing. 

He also directed the chief
engineers and superintend-
ing engineers to regularly
visit the field, meet with
local public representatives
and consumers, and collect
complaints, suggestions, and
feedback. He stressed the
need for immediate action on
any complaints and advised
every employee to treat con-
sumers with respect and
courtesy.

NAIDU’S STATEMENT OF 

‘RESTORING TDP GLORY IN TELANGANA’ 

Cong, BRS unnerved?
PNS n HYDERABAD

Andhra Pradesh Chief N
Chandrababu Naidu’s state-
ment at a meeting at NTR
Trust Bhavan on July 7
that he would restore the
past glory of TDP seems to
have unner ved the
Congress and BRS leaders.

The BRS leaders
launched a scathing attack
against Naidu holding
del iberat ions on the
Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act. 

The BRS social media
wing tried to raise fears
over the talks between two
Telugu states  Chief
Ministers, Chandrababu
Naidu and Revanth Reddy.

Later, Congress leaders
entered the scene and made
allegations against Naidu
almost in the same manner.

TPCC senior vice-presi-
dent  G Niranjan,  on
Tuesday, found faults with
their own Congress party
government commenting
that  “the people  of
Telangana are not happy
with the welcome and hon-
our given to Naidu in
Hyderabad’.

Niranjan also said that ‘If
the Telugu people  of
Telangana and Andhra
states are to develop with
cooperation, Naidu should
stop taking interest in
Telangana politics. 

TDP should be abol-

ished in Telangana state
and remain confined to
the Andhra region. The
overambit ious  Naidu
declared while speaking at
NTR Bhavan that he would
take  an interest  in
strengthening the TDP in
Telangana’.

A day before Niranjan’s
criticism, TPCC working
president T Jagga Reddy
alleged that the BJP was
using Naidu to weaken the
Congress in Telangana
state. 

The way both the ruling
Congress party and main
opposition party BRS are
targeting Naidu reflects
that they are afraid of his
entry into Telangana for-
getting the fact that any
political party cannot sus-
tain without the support of
the people.

A political analyst said
on condition of anonymi-
ty, “It’s a democratic coun-
try and everyone has the
right to do politics any-
where across the nation as
was done by the former
Chief  Minister  K
Chandrasekhar Rao in
Maharashtra state. 

If people like Naidu, then
TDP wil l  sur vive  in
Telangana if not it is not
possible. 

I don’t understand why
the BRS and Congress lead-
ers are objecting to the
entry of Naidu.
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T
he CBI has arrested two more persons, including a candidate, from Patna in
connection with the alleged leakage of NEET-UG paper, taking the total number of
arrests by the agency to 11, officials said Tuesday. NEET-UG aspirant Sunny who hails

from Nalanda and father of another candidate Ranjit Kumar who is from Gaya have been
arrested, they said. The CBI has so far arrested eight persons in Bihar NEET-UG paper leak
case and one each in connection with
alleged manipulation in Gujarat's Latur and
Godhra, and one from Dehradun in
connection with general conspiracy, the
officials said. The agency had earlier
arrested principal and vice principal of
Hazaribagh-based Oasis school in the case
and two persons who allegedly provided
safe premises to NEET candidates where
burnt question papers were recovered by
the Bihar Police. The CBI, which is probing
the alleged irregularities in the medical
entrance exam, has registered six FIRs.

T
he Union Home Ministry has extended the ban imposed on pro-Khalistan group
Sikhs For Justice (SFJ) for five years for its anti-India activities. In a notification
issued on Tuesday, the Home Ministry said the SFJ was declared a banned

organisation five years ago under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act for its anti-
national activities which are prejudicial to the internal security and integrity of the
country. The SFJ continues to involve in
anti-national and subversive activities in
Punjab and elsewhere and intended to
disrupt the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of India, it said. The ministry
said the SFJ is encouraging and aiding
the activities for secession of a part of the
Indian territory from the Union of India
and supporting separatist groups fighting
for this purpose in India and elsewhere
by indulging in activities and articulations
intended to disrupt the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of India.

T
he National Investigation Agency will assist the Jammu and Kashmir police in its
probe into a terrorist attack on an Army convoy in Kathua that left five personnel
dead and as many injured, officials said on Tuesday. A team of National Investigation

Agency (NIA) officials has been sent to Kathua in Jammu region to extend all possible
support to the police in its investigation, they said and made it clear that the probe
agency has not registered a case to
investigate the terrorist attack. Five Army
personnel, including a junior
commissioned officer, were killed, and as
many were injured when a group of
heavily armed terrorists ambushed a
patrolling party on the rugged Machedi-
Kindli-Malhar mountainous road near the
Badnota village in Lohai Malhar,
approximately 150 km from the Kathua
district's headquarters. It was the fifth
terror attack in the Jammu region within
a month.

NEET-UG leak case: CBI arrests two
more persons from Patna

Govt extends ban on pro-Khalistan
group Sikhs For Justice

NIA team to assist police in 
Kathua terror attack probe

PNS n MOSCOW

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday made a whole-
hearted endorsement of India's
ties with Russia, describing the
old ally as India's "all-weather
friend" and lauding President
Vladimir Putin for strengthen-
ing the bilateral relations over
the past two decades of his lead-
ership.

Addressing the Indian dias-
pora, he said the India-Russia
relationship is built on the
strong pillar of mutual trust and
respect, asserting that their ties
were tested time and again only
to emerge stronger every time.

Modi's high praise of Russia
as an ally and Putin's leadership
came amid ongoing efforts by
the Western world to isolate the
Russian leader over the war in
Ukraine.

Prime Minister Modi also
made a veiled criticism of the
"influence-oriented global
order" which endured for
decades.

"But, what the world needs
right now is confluence not
influence and no one can deliv-
er this message better than
India which has a strong tradi-
tion of worshipping conflu-
ences,” he said.

He said India is being seen as
a strong pillar in the "emerging
multipolar world order".

"When it speaks of peace, dia-
logue and diplomacy, then the
whole world listens." Modi has
often stressed the need for dia-

logue and diplomacy to end the
war between Russia and
Ukraine.

Commenting on India's ties
with Russia, he said he has been
for decades an admirer of the
unique partnership between
the two countries.

"On hearing the word Russia,
the first word that comes to the
mind of every Indian is India's
'sukh-dukh ka saathi' (all-weath-
er friend) and a trusted ally,” he
said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Patanjali Ayurved Ltd on
Tuesday informed the
Supreme Court that it has
stopped the sale of the 14
products whose manufactur-
ing licences were suspended by
the Uttarakhand State
Licensing Authority in April.

The company told a bench
of Justices Hima Kohli and
Sandeep Mehta that it has
issued instructions to 5,606
franchise stores to withdraw
these products.

It said media platforms have
also been instructed to with-
draw advertisements of these
14 products in any form.

The bench directed Patanjali
Ayurved Ltd to file an affidavit
within two weeks stating
whether the request made to
social media intermediaries
for the removal of advertise-
ments has been acceded to and
whether advertisements of
these 14 products have been
withdrawn.

The bench posted the mat-

ter for further hearing on July
30.

The top court is hearing a
plea filed by the Indian
Medical Association (IMA)
alleging a smear campaign by
Patanjali against the Covid
vaccination drive and modern
systems of medicine.

The Uttarakhand State
Licensing Authority had earli-
er told the apex court that

manufacturing licences of 14
products of Patanjali Ayurved
Ltd and Divya Pharmacy have
been "suspended with imme-
diate effect".

The apex court had on May
14 reserved its order on the
contempt notice issued to yoga
guru Ramdev, his aide
Balkrishna and Patanjali
Ayurved Ltd in the misleading
advertisements case.

PNS n GUWAHATI

Union Power Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on
Tuesday emphasized on col-
lective efforts for a sustainable
future along with advancing
the growth of power sector in
the northeastern region.

Chairing a meeting of
Power ministers of the region
in Guwahati, the minister
stressed on collective efforts.

"Chaired the all-important
Power Minister’s Conference
(North-Eastern Region) in
Guwahati today. During the
session, highlighted the sig-
nificance of collective efforts
towards a more promising &
sustainable future along with
advancing the growth of the
power sector in the North-
Eastern region," Khattar
wrote in a post on X.

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, also in

a post on the micro-blogging
site, wrote: "I had an extreme-
ly fruitful discussion with
Hon’ble Union Minister Shri
@mlkhattar ji during his first
visit to Assam after assuming
charge."

He said the state has sought
"assistance to help rationalise
gas prices to meet Assam's
increased demand for power.
The state 's  peak power
demand has already crossed
over 2500 MW."

Sarma informed the Union
Power minister about the
increased demand for PMAY
(U) homes, as the state has
already delivered over 60 per
cent of the sanctioned 1.7
lakh homes.

"Shared our plans to
achieve saturation in urban
drinking water supply, build-
ing the Guwahati River Front
and develop a new satellite
township on G20 principles
near Guwahati. We also delib-
erated on the possibility of
establishing a Centre of
Excellence for Urban
Planning in the State," the CM
posted.

In another post on X, the
Chief Minister 's  Off ice
(CMO) said that Sarma dis-
cussed various issues and
apprised the Union Minister
of the state's initiatives to
revamp power sector and
urban infrastructure.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Union Minister L Murugan on
Tuesday alleged large-scale
atrocities were taking place
against Dalits in Tamil Nadu
and claimed that even political
leaders were not safe in the
state under the DMK govern-
ment.

A delegation of the Tamil
Nadu BJP unit, led by the
party's state vice president VP
Duraisamy, will approach the
National Commission for
Scheduled Castes and the
National Human Rights
Commission later in the day,
urging them to take appropri-
ate action in the matter,
Murugan told a press confer-
ence at the BJP headquarters
here.

Senior leaders of the BJP
Tamil Nadu unit, including
Duraisamy, were present at
the press conference.

"After the DMK came to
power in May 2021, there has
been a tremendous increase in
the atrocities against Dalits in
Tamil Nadu. A survey is telling
that every year more than
2,000 cases of atrocities against
Dalits are filed in the state,"
Murugan said.

He referred to a series of
incidents of alleged atrocities
against Dalits since 2022 and
some attacks and murders of
BJP leaders in the state, putting
the blame on the "complete
failure" of Chief Minister M K
Stalin.

"Recently, K Armstrong, a
Dalit leader and BSP state

president was murdered," he
said, alleging that "even polit-
ical leaders are not safe" in the
state under the DMK rule.

"Scheduled caste leaders and
people do not have security.
They are facing harassment
under the DMK government,"
he said.

In April 2023, the Union
minister said, that Tamil Nadu

BJP treasurer Shankar was
murdered, followed by "the
brutal killing" of a student in
August 2023.

A local DMK official "fatal-
ly attacked" Jagan Pandian,
leader of the BJP Tamil Nadu
youth wing, in another inci-
dent, he charged.

"A delegation of BJP Tamil
Nadu unit, led by Duraisamy,
is going to submit a memoran-
dum to the National
Commission for Scheduled
Castes and National Human
Rights Commission today in
this connection, urging them to
take appropriate action in the
matter," the Union minister
said.

Murugan said the DMK
claims that it is the pioneer of
social justice but the ruling

party is not following the idea
of social justice in the state.

A survey conducted by the
Tamil Nadu Untouchability
Eradication Front revealed that
in 22 villages, panchayat pres-
idents were denied chairs and
obstructed from carrying out
their duties due to caste dis-
crimination, he said

"Stalin doesn’t have the
moral right to talk about social
justice because of the inci-
dents of atrocities against Dalits
taking place in the state," the
Union minister charged.

Murugan, former president
of the Tamil Nadu unit of the
BJP, also took on the Congress,
the DMK ally, questioning its
silence over the recent hooch
tragedy which claimed sever-
al lives in the state.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Education on Tuesday
reviewed the NCERT guidelines for imple-
mentation of bagless days in schools and said
they will be further fine-tuned, according to
officials.

PSS Central Institute of Vocational
Education (PSSCIVE), a unit of the National
Council for Educational Research and
Training (NCERT), had developed compre-
hensive guidelines for implementing bagless
days and make learning in schools more joy-
ful, experiential and
stress-free for stu-
dents.

"Various sugges-
tions were discussed
during the meeting,
including sensitis-
ing students about
the local ecology,
teaching them to
test water purity,
recognising local
flora and fauna, and
visiting local monu-
ments. Based on this
review, PSSCIVE
will further fine-
tune and finalise its guidelines," a senior MoE
official said.

The National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 had recommended that all students in
grades 6-8 participate in a 10-day bagless
period.

During this time, students will intern
with local skill experts and engage in activ-
ities outside of traditional school settings.
This initiative aims to help students develop
an appreciation for the larger ecosystem in
which their school is embedded, the policy
had suggested.

"Bagless Days will be encouraged through-
out the year, encompassing a variety of

activities such as arts, quizzes, sports, and
skill-based learning.

"Students will gain periodic exposure to
activities outside the classroom, including vis-

its to historical,
cultural ,  and
tourist sites, inter-
actions with local
artists and crafts-
men, and visits to
various education-
al  inst itut ions
within their vil-
lage, tehsil, dis-
trict, or state, as
mapped by local
skilling needs," the
official added.

Visit and sur-
vey of vegetable
market; charity

visit; survey and report writing on pet care;
doodling, kite making and flying; organising
a book fair; sitting under Banyan tree; and vis-
iting a biogas plant and solar energy park are
among the recommended activities in the
NCERT guidelines.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Tuesday called upon states to
work with the Centre as a
team to strengthen the edu-
cation ecosystem and repli-
cate and amplify the best
practices across all states and
Union Territories (UTs).

The minister made the com-
ments at a review meeting of
the Ministry of Education's
Department of School
Education and Literacy with
states and (UTs). The meeting
focused on implementation of

the new National Education
Policy (NEP) and alignment of
the ministry's flagship schemes
such as the Samagra Shiksha,
PM SHRI, PM Poshan and
ULLAS with the policy.

"Both states and the Centre
have to work as a team to
strengthen the education

ecosystem as well as to repli-
cate and amplify the best prac-
tices across all states and UTs.
All stakeholders should work
cohesively for strengthening
capacities, building a collabo-
rative education system and
leveraging education as the key
pillar of Viksit Bharat (devel-
oped India)," Pradhan said.

"In almost four years of the
National Education Policy
(NEP), the education ecosys-
tem in the country has made
tremendous progress and
implementation of the NEP is
key to transforming Bharat
into a knowledge superpower.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Four states and a Union terri-
tory in the Himalayas will
commence ground surveys to
determine the vulnerability of
glacial lakes after the monsoon
season, officials said on
Tuesday.

A glacial lake outburst flood
(GLOF) in Sikkim in October
2023 has prompted this initia-
tive, they said.

Monitoring systems will also
be established to provide cru-
cial information about GLOFs,
the officials said.

"Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Sikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh and the
Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir are setting up survey
teams and identifying routes to
the glacial lakes. The teams will
include officials and experts
from agencies, such as the
National Remote Sensing
Centre, the Indian Army and
the Geological Survey of India,"
an official from the National
Disaster Management
Authority said.

The survey, set to launch
after the monsoon season, will

target select glacial lakes based
on their risk profiles. "It is
humanly not possible to cover
all the glacial lakes," the official
said.

Most of these lakes are situ-
ated at altitudes of 5,000 metres
or higher. The survey teams
will comprise experts in
hydrology, topography and
other relevant fields who are
equipped to endure harsh
weather and difficult terrain.

The glacial lake outburst in
Sikkim resulted in at least 60
fatalities and extensive damage
in the Mangan, Gangtok,
Pakyong and Namchi districts.
It also destroyed the
Chungthang dam (Teesta III
dam), a crucial part of a major
hydropower project.

Glacial lakes are formed by
the melting of glaciers and
accumulation of meltwater in
depressions on or near the
glacier's surface. GLOFs occur
when these lakes suddenly
burst open due to factors, such
as excessive water accumula-
tion or triggers like earth-
quakes. These floods can cause
significant destruction and
pose serious risks to people and
the environment downstream.

The officials said that the
current understanding of
glacial lakes is primarily based
on remote sensing.

PNS n
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

BJP President and Union min-
ister J P Nadda on Tuesday
slammed the Congress and the
Communist parties, and
accused them of being "ideo-
logically bankrupt" and "power
hungry".

Nadda said that the
Communists were also emu-
lating the Congress by pro-
moting their own sons and
daughters.

"You know what I mean," he
said, addressing a large gath-
ering of party leaders, workers
and supporters in the Kerala
capital.

The BJP chief, on his first
visit to Kerala after the recent

Lok Sabha polls, further
attacked the Congress,
terming it a "parasite" that won
seats in the general elections
this year thanks to the help
and support of regional par-
ties.

"They (Congress) are like
parasites. They have a poor
strike rate on their own. They
won only two of the 60-plus
seats where they were compet-
ing directly against the BJP.

"It (Congress) is a party
walking on crutches and can-
not stand on its own two feet.
They have a national presence
thanks to the support of the
regional parties," Nadda said.

He further said that a nar-
rative was created that the BJP
was a North Indian party. 

Dalits facing ‘large-scale atrocities' in TN: Union MinKhattar for collective efforts for
growth of power sector in NE

Centre reviews guidelines for
execution of bagless days in schools

Survey on risk profile of glacial lakes after monsoon

Nadda terms Congress, Communist
parties as ‘ideologically bankrupt'

Stopped sale of 14 products
whose licences were suspended

Work together with Centre for
building collaborative education

Modi visits photo expo on India-Russia
cooperation in civil nuclear energy

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday said energy is an

important pillar of cooperation
between India and Russia and
New Delhi is eager to further
cement ties in this sector with
Moscow as he visited the
Rosatom Pavilion along with
President Vladimir Putin here.
Modi witnessed a photo
exhibition dedicated to India-
Russia cooperation in the field of
civil nuclear energy at the
Rosatom Pavilion at VDNKh,
inaugurated in November 2023.
It is one of the largest
exhibitions in the history of
scientific and technological
developments. “Visited the Atom
Pavilion with President Putin.
Energy is an important pillar of
cooperation between India and
Russia and we are eager to
further cement ties in this

sector,” Modi posted on his
official X platform along with the
photographs from the visit.
“Prime Minister Modi was also
shown the ‘Atomic Symphony’ –
a permanent working model of
the VVER-1000 reactor, which is
the heart of the Kudankulam
Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP) in
India,” a statement from the
Ministry of External Affairs said.
Modi is here to hold the 22nd
India-Russia annual summit with
President Putin. Modi and Putin
visited the All Russian Exhibition
Centre, ahead of the summit
talks. “At the Pavilion, the Prime
Minister also interacted with a
group of Indian and Russian
students. He encouraged them
to look at future possibilities in
science and technology, which
could be harnessed for the
benefit of future generations.

PRADHAN TO STATES

The bench directed Patanjali Ayurved Ltd to
file an affidavit within two weeks stating
whether the request made to social media
intermediaries for the removal of
advertisements has been acceded to 

PATANJALI TO SC

PM Modi hails Russia as India's 
‘all-weather friend', lauds Putin



In today's fast-evolving busi-
ness environment, the ability
to adapt and thrive through
continuous learning has
become indispensable for sus-
tained success. To remain
competitive amidst techno-
logical advancements, eco-
nomic shifts, and geopolitical
changes, businesses must
adopt proactive upskilling
strategies. These strategies
empower organizations to
innovate and stay resilient,
ensuring readiness to tackle
uncertainty and adapt to
evolving market demands.
A crucial aspect of fostering
organizational success lies in
developing a robust upskilling
plan tailored to the needs of
C-suite executives. This com-
prehensive approach focuses
not only on enhancing tech-
nical competencies but also
on cultivating strategic think-
ing and leadership abilities.
CEOs play a pivotal role in
this endeavor by investing in
tailored Learning and
Development (L&D) pro-
grams. These initiatives aim
to refine communication
skills, enhance adaptability,
manage crises effectively, and
unleash influential leader-
ship potential.
Strategic thinking involves

synthesising information
from diverse sources and cul-
tivating collaborative rela-
tionships with stakeholders.
These competencies are piv-
otal for making informed
decisions and driving organi-
zational progress. Embracing
technology-centric strategies
that incorporate cutting-edge
skills such as Generative AI,
Machine Learning, Data
Analytics, and Cybersecurity
is essential for navigating
complexities and maintaining
market competitiveness.
To effectively implement
upskilling initiatives, organi-
zations must first identify
skill gaps within their work-
force through regular assess-
ments and performance
reviews. Tailoring training
programs to address these
specific needs is key.
Technology plays a crucial
role in modern L&D, with e-
learning platforms, virtual
classrooms, and mobile appli-

cations offering flexible and
accessible training options.
Research underscores the
importance of fostering a
culture of continuous learn-
ing. Encouraging cross-func-
tional experience is another
pivotal element of a robust
development plan. Leaders
benefit from rotating through
various roles and depart-
ments, gaining a compre-
hensive understanding of the
organization and fostering
better decision-making.
Building strong internal and
external relationships is cru-
cial, enabling effective collab-
oration and leveraging part-
nerships for innovation and
growth.
The 2024 Business Outlook
Report highlights that a sig-
nificant majority of small
and medium-sized enterpris-
es have either implemented or
plan to implement upskilling
strategies. Failure to do so
risks falling behind in a com-
petitive landscape. McKinsey
& Company supports this, cit-
ing that investment in
employee development
enhances engagement and
retention.
AI-powered Human Capital
Management (HCM) sys-
tems are transforming how

organizations manage skills
gaps. These systems analyze
workforce data to identify
current competencies and
predict future skill require-
ments, recommending per-
sonalized development
opportunities. Tracking met-
rics such as employee engage-
ment, course completion
rates, and skill acquisition is
crucial for refining L&D
strategies aligned with busi-
ness objectives.
Creating a culture that values
learning is pivotal for
upskilling success. Leaders
must champion continuous
development by setting an
example, fostering an envi-
ronment where learning is
encouraged and rewarded.
This involves integrating
development goals into per-
formance reviews, providing
incentives for learning activ-
ities, and ensuring visible
support from CEOs and
senior leaders. Such a culture
not only keeps businesses
abreast of industry changes
but also fosters sustainable
growth and innovation,
securing a competitive edge in
the market.

(The writer is CEO,
TimesPro; views are 

personal)

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi is in Moscow for a two-day state visit. The visit comes
after a long gap as the last time PM Modi visited Russia was in 2019. Since then,
a lot has happened in the international arena and India and Russia have emerged

as reliable friends. This visit holds profound implications for India-Russia relations, and
it sends nuanced messages to both China and the West. India and Russia share a long-
standing relationship rooted in historical, strategic, and economic cooperation. This visit
underscores India's commitment to maintaining and strengthening these traditional ties.
The partnership between the two nations spans various sectors, including defence, ener-
gy, space, and nuclear technology. By reaffirming these bonds, PM Modi signals India's
intent to preserve its strategic autonomy and resist external pressures to align exclu-
sively with any single global power bloc. India's relationship with China has been marked
by border tensions. PM Modi's visit to Russia is a strategic manoeuvre in this delicate

balance. Russia and China have their own close ties.
However, India's engagement with Russia serves to
remind China that India has strong partnerships beyond
its immediate neighbourhood. PM Modi was welcomed
at the airport by Russia's First Deputy Prime Minister,
Denis Manturov, a higher-ranking official than the Deputy
Prime Minister who greeted Chinese President Xi Jinping
on his recent visit. This underscores the significant
importance Russia places on its relationship with India
and is in contrast with Xi Jingping's welcome, where
the lower-ranking Deputy Prime Minister received him.
On the other hand, India's relationship with Western
powers, particularly the United States, has grown sig-

nificantly in recent years. However, by visiting Russia, PM Modi communicates India's
desire to maintain an independent foreign policy. This visit is a reminder that India will
not be swayed into a singular alignment with Western interests. It underscores India's
multipolar approach to international relations, where it seeks to engage with all major
powers based on mutual interests and benefits. To put things in perspective Russia hap-
pens to be the major supplier of arms to India and India made no bones about buying
Russian oil despite western sanctions. One of the critical aspects of PM Modi's visit is
the focus on economic and energy cooperation. Russia is a significant supplier of ener-
gy resources, including oil and natural gas. Strengthening this energy partnership helps
India secure its energy future while diversifying its sources. Defence cooperation has
been a cornerstone of India-Russia relations. PM Modi's visit likely includes discussions
on furthering defence ties and technology transfers. Furthermore, India has challenges
in its neighbourhood and by leveraging its friendship with Russia, it can always have
an edge. Besides, Russian support would come handy in India's bid for a permanent
seat at the United Nations. India's engagement with Russia is vital for world peace and
fostering a multipolar world which is the best guarantee for world peace. 

Strong message 

the margins of social functions. Even
Gandhiji once said, "Sanitation is more
important than Independence."

Avinash Godboley| Dewas

AGENDA OF PM’S RUSSIA VISIT

Madam —As Prime Minister Narendra
Modi traveled to Russia on Monday, July
8, there was anticipation about whether
he would address the issue of Indian
nationals fighting for the Russian army
in the conflict zone and ensure their safe
return to India as soon as possible. The
prime minister will hold summit talks
with President Vladimir Putin amid the
ongoing conflict in Ukraine during this
visit, which is his first trip to Russia since
2019 and the first since the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine in February 2022.
India has a longstanding relationship
with Russia, initially with the USSR,
thanks to the diplomatic and strategic
initiatives of various Congress govern-
ments over the decades. More recently,
during his ten years as Prime Minister,
Dr. Manmohan Singh met with Russian
Presidents Vladimir Putin and Dmitry

Medvedev 16 times, either in India or
Russia. In comparison, this is only Mr.
Modi's 11th meeting with President
Putin after a decade in office. Between
FY14 and FY23, India's exports to Russia
stagnated, dropping from USD 3.17 bil-
lion to USD 3.14 billion, while imports
surged dramatically from USD 6.34 bil-
lion to USD 46.21 billion. Such an
imbalanced trade relationship is unsus-
tainable in the long term and has harm-
ful effects on our domestic industry.
According to the Indian Embassy in
Moscow, at least 50 Indian nationals have
joined the Russian army. Many others
have been "duped" into fighting in a war
where they have no stake, aside from a
chance to escape the poverty and unem-
ployment crisis perpetuated by the cur-
rent administration. Will the prime
minister address the plight of these youth
and ensure their safe return to India as
soon as possible?

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai

REEVALUATE CANDIDACY CRITERIA

Madam — The radical Sikh preacher and
chief of 'Waris Punjab De,' Amritpal
Singh, who is imprisoned in Assam's
Dibrugarh district under the National
Security Act, and Kashmiri leader Sheikh
Abdul Rashid, popularly known as
Engineer Rashid, who is in Delhi's Tihar
jail for a terror funding case under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,
were granted parole to take their oaths
as members of the Lok Sabha on July 5.
This event took place amid heavy secu-
rity in and around the Parliament com-
plex. 
People are wondering how, under our
constitution, both individuals were
allowed to run for MP and won convinc-
ingly as independents. This reflects on
the electorate's choices, not the country's
policies. Moreover, while both Amritpal
(31) and Rashid (56) took their oaths to
uphold the Constitution, they have no
faith in it.I believe it is high time our
Parliament revisited the criteria for elec-
tion candidates. Anyone facing charges
of terrorism or anti-national activities
should not be allowed to contest elec-
tions, regardless of their popularity.
Any individual who does not respect
India's integrity and sovereignty should
be ineligible to file a nomination. Instead,
an affidavit affirming faith in the
Constitution and National Integrity
should be a prerequisite for candidates.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee| Faridabad

CELEBRATING TRUE HEROES

Madam — At a recent event in
Kozhikode, Kerala, Union Minister
Suresh Gopi referred to the cleaning staff
as "superheroes" for their efforts in
maintaining the cleanliness of the venue.
He also invited them to sit in seats
reserved for special guests, which they
did hesitantly. Kudos to the minister for
recognizing and honoring the work of a
group of workers who are often over-
looked. We hope this generous gesture
will inspire more such acts of apprecia-
tion for those who typically remain on
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NDRF personnel rescue trapped people from the flooded areas in Tanakpur PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

PM Modi’s Russia visit signals India's intent to preserve

its strategic autonomy and pursue its national interest

kicked up by a departing
godman’s car, it reflects that
the government and society
have failed to engage with the
poor and the deprived.
Poverty is not as an economist
would define it but that of
ignorance and inequality. This
provides just the fertile
ground for a Baba from the
community to emerge as a
‘social reformer’.
The social reform pro-
grammes of the government,
be it the ‘sarvoday’of the yore
or the ‘antoday’of the current
times, have focussed on cash
transfer and not social equi-
ty transfer. This explains the
financial sinews of Surajpal
and others like him. 
The financially prosperous
in the community donate lib-
erally as he talks of ending
social discrimination.In his
discourses Surajpal talks of
equality and empowerment.
He advocates education and
even facilitates the admis-
sion of children from his
community into upmarket
schools. He routinely con-
demns caste-based discrimi-
nation and preaches universal
brotherhood.What got his
following soar was that dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic,
he is reported to have facili-
tated food and medicine dis-
tribution and other such suc-
cour to the poor from the
community. During the sec-
ond wave of the pandemic, in

May 2021, when contagion
was at its peak, Surajpal
organised a camp in
Farrukhabad. 
The district administration
had allowed the presence of
50 people but several thou-
sand attended.Such ‘social
movements are not alone in
western Uttar Pradesh where
Surajpal operates. People flock
to ‘Deras’ of different hues,
especially in the region of
Haryana-Punjab. Though all
these Deras have followers
among every caste, most fol-
lowers are Dalits and back-
ward caste people, who are
often economically weaker
too. Punjab has been witness
to the emergence of a large
number of Deras due to pre-
vailing inequality in the social
and economic order and the
marginal position of the Dalits
in society.
According to rough estimates
given by Sikh scholars, there
are more than 9,000 Sikh and
non-Sikh Deras in 12,000 vil-
lages in Punjab. Of these,
there are about 300 major
Deras across Punjab and the
neighbouring Haryana. Out
of these almost a dozen have
over one lakh devotees each.
Going by these standards
Surajpal’s Ashram has if not
more at least as strong a
numerical strength as the
major Deras of Punjab like
Radha Soami (Beas), Dera
Sacha Sauda (Sirsa),

Nirankari, Namdhari, Diya
Jyoti Jagran Sansthan
(Nurmahal), Dera Sant
Bhaniarwala (Ropar), and
Dera Sach Khand (Ballan).As
of now, a judicial commission
has been set up to enquire into
the matter. The commission
would blame Surajpal, his
devotees and the administra-
tion for the tragedy. 
The state would also for some
time act with full might car-
rying out arrests. Once the
public outcry dies down, the
media would withdraw its
cameras and post it at anoth-
er news event. The matter
under judicial probe too will
hit a dead end. Probably
nobody wants to answer why
Babas like Surajpal get a tai-
lor-made pitch to mould pub-
lic emotion. 
Through their clout they
come to command political
influence and every political
party wants them on their
side. No wonder Congress
and Samajwadi Party are
backing Surajpal Singh in the
same way as the BJP govern-
ment of Haryana gave liberal
furloughs to murder convict
Ram Rahim Singh of Dera
Sacha Sauda. The wrath of
Babas could be politically
harmful.
(The writer is the author and

president of, the Centre for
Reforms, Development &

Justice; views expressed are
personal) 

Babas thrive on
social equality deficit

T
he unfortunate inci-
dent in Hathras is
finding a very despi-
cable narrative in
social media. Nobody

seems to be mourning the death
of 120-odd people belonging
mostly to the Dalit community
but contesting the fact that a god-
man had emerged from the Jatav
community.We political analysts
talk of undercurrents in polls and
leave it unexplained. 
The emergence of a Baba like
Surajpal Singh explains it. In
times when the most powerful of
the political leaders with the help
of all the money and machinery
at their disposal find it difficult
to get 25000 people to attend a
rally, there must be something in
Surajpal Singh’s modus operan-
di which saw a gathering of
250000 people.When the BJP
blames the Hindu voters for
deserting it, particularly in Uttar
Pradesh during the last parlia-
mentary elections, its answer lies
in the Hathras incident. The
opposition leaders led by Rahul
Gandhi and Akhilesh Yadav
have blamed the administration
for the tragedy and in a way
covertly if not overtly taken a
stand in defence of the Baba.
It’s not only about a Surajpal
from the Jatav community but
several others like Rampal from
the Jat community in Haryana,
who have challenged the upper
caste monopoly on Hindu spir-
itual discourse. 
They have their methods that
challenge the Puritan practises
but they are applauded by their
followers for it.The police report
filed in the matter states that
organisers “underreported the
number of expected attendees,
did not cooperate in managing
traffic, and concealed evidence
after the stampede, which
occurred when people stopped
to collect soil from the path of
the baba’s vehicle.” The FIR indi-
cated that the police and admin-
istration did everything possible
with available resources.
The FIR ironically also shows
that how the administration,
not just district but pan-India,
has been completely unaware of
the swelling undercurrent. When
such a large gathering of people
clamber to clutch dust particles

Mumbai battles monsoon rains

THE SOCIAL REFORM

PROGRAMMES OF

THE GOVERNMENT,

BE IT THE

‘SARVODAY’OF THE

YORE OR THE

‘ANTODAY’OF THE

CURRENT TIMES,

HAVE FOCUSSED ON

CASH TRANSFER

AND NOT SOCIAL

EQUITY TRANSFER.

THIS EXPLAINS THE

FINANCIAL SINEWS

OF SURAJPAL AND

OTHERS LIKE HIM

The Imperative of upskilling

strategies in modern business

M
umbai, India's financial capital, has
come to a standstill as heavy rain lash-
es the city, causing widespread flood-

ing and disruption. The city's residents are
struggling to cope with the torrential down-
pour, which has led to waterlogging in many
areas, particularly low-lying regions like Sion,

Andheri, and Kurla. The rain has also caused
significant damage to property and infrastruc-
ture, with reports of wall collapses and tree
falls disrupting daily life. The city's drainage
system has been overwhelmed, leaving many
areas submerged in water and hindering emer-
gency services. The heavy rain has also affect-
ed the city's transportation systems, with
flights and trains delayed or cancelled, and
major roads clogged with traffic. Schools and
offices have been forced to shut down, and
the authorities are working hard to mitigate
the situation. However, the city's residents are
bracing themselves for another day of heavy
rain and flooding, as the weather forecast pre-
dicts more rainfall in the coming days. The sit-
uation has sparked discussions on the need
for improved urban planning and infrastruc-
ture to handle such extreme weather events.

Purva Pandya |Ujjain

SIDHARTH  MISHRA

ANISH
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By investing in learning and development initiatives, organisations not only equip

their workforce with essential skills but also drive sustainable growth

The Hathras incident points to a deeper societal neglect of marginalised communities,

offering a fertile ground for dubious leaders to emerge as champions of social reform
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BOEING REACHED
A $2.5 BILLION

SETTLEMENT FOR
THE 2018 AND

2019 ETHIOPIAN
CRASHES WITH

THE JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT IN

JANUARY 2021 
TO AVOID

PROSECUTION ON
A SINGLE CHARGE

OF FRAUD —
MISLEADING

FEDERAL
REGULATORS

WHO APPROVED
THE PLANE

M
ahatma Gandhi has defined power in 2 forms, one is obtained
by the fear of punishment and the other by acts of love. According
to him power based on love is a thousand times more effective

and permanent than the one derived from fear of punishment. However,
the world that we live in today has a different scenario wherein power
spells authority, strength, capability and superiority. If we walk down his-
tory lane, we can see that all good and bad endeavours by individuals
or groups in the past were directed at garnering power. 
Be it world wars, political uprisings, revolutions, religious propaganda,
scientific research, technological innovations, economic strategies, or
ethnic-cultural dominance, almost everything was aimed at being pow-
erful or being in the seat of power. So what is it about power that makes
most of us go crazy after it? Well!! The simple reply to this would be ..
Who doesn't want to be powerful & experience the adrenaline rush? Of
course, all of us just love that moment of power that allows us to do
what we want to do on our terms.
Power has different meanings for different people, but the most com-
mon association of power is with money and that is why the rich and
the powerful people in society always make headlines due to their high
net worth. Another common imagery of power goes with political lead-
ers who are seen as synonymous with power. In the 21st century, sci-
ence and technology combined with marketing has also become anoth-
er means of power along with media which has also emerged as a high-
ly influential medium of power. It won't be exaggerating to say that media
is one such source that affects all other powers as it can help to high-
light downplay or even destroy the power value of all the above-men-
tioned powers. However in reality these are all outer forms or sources
of power and since they are based on outer reality they tend to deplete
or change and perish with time also they are unstable, unreliable and
often disempowering. If that is so then what is the True source of power?
The majority of us are unaware of the reality that True power is rooted
in human consciousness i.e. in the soul. Yes!! But it's unfortunate that
most of us, in our quest for power, totally forget that money or status

is the only means from which temporary power can be derived. Such
power is also limited in its outreach, value or benefit. 
The sense of ‘I’ and 'mine' turns such power into a limitation and it has
its influence for a limited period on a limited area of life to a limited degree.
On the other hand, true power will be unlimited, benevolent and univer-
sal in its impact & hence it will automatically empower others. Therefore
to reclaim our real power we need to first understand who we are and
live life from a spiritual perspective because when the spirit is awake
and aware it is indomitable. When we become aware of how powerful
we are from within, we become free from all kinds of desires. 
Remember! A person who can control his thoughts and emotions and
live by the highest values of peace, love, truth and joy under all circum-
stances is truly powerful. Such a person can influence and bring about
change not only in his life but also in others' lives and the world around
him. As children of the Supreme, every human being is a soul inherent
with core values like peace, joy, love, purity, wisdom, power and bliss.
Due to gross ignorance about these very values, we lose our true power
and start searching for it in the wrong sources. That is why today the
whole human race has become weak and impure. But! Now the Supreme
Source of Power himself is guiding us all to regain our lost power and
sovereignty by imparting knowledge of spirit (soul) through which we
would become the rulers of our inner kingdom. So what are we wait-
ing for? Let's just begin the journey to experience real power by con-
necting to our true selves and the Supreme Source.

(The writer is a spiritual educator and a popular columnist; 
views are personal)
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T
here has been a change
of leadership in both
the United Kingdom

and Iran. In the UK, Rishi
Sunak of the Conservative
Party has been succeeded by
Keir Starmer of the Labour
Party. In Iran, the people have
elected Masoud Pezeshkian,
a reformist and relatively lib-
eral candidate, as their new
President. 
The Iranian presidential elec-
tion was necessitated by the
death of the former
President, Ebrahim Raisi, in
a helicopter crash in May.
These shifts, one in Europe
and the other in Asia, repre-
sent a change in the mindset
of people across continents.
Both countries, with their
rich traditions and civiliza-
tions, have seen their elec-
torates reject hardliners in

favor of moderate leaders
and parties. 
This highlights how, when
given the choice, people
make thoughtful decisions on
a large scale, guided by the
current needs rather than
the incessant rhetoric of
hardliners invoking civiliza-
tion and nationalism.
The Labour Party in Britain
had been out of power for the
last 14 years. Many predict-
ed the party's demise and

believed the country would
remain under Conservative
rule indefinitely.
The Conservatives, driven
by their nationalistic desires,
even led the UK out of the
European Union, isolating
the nation from its neighbor-
ing democracies.It is note-
worthy that while the
Conservatives' loss marks a
historic low in the context of
British democracy, the signif-
icant increase in seats for the
Liberal Democrats, from 11
in 2019 to 72 now, represents
a historic high. 
As the Liberal Democrats are
considered somewhat more
left-leaning than even the
Labour Party, there is a
renewed emphasis on
improving the quality of life
for the common man, more
so than at any other time in

the country’s political land-
scape.Conversely, since the
Islamic Revolution in 1979,
Iran has consistently posi-
tioned itself against the West
to assert its sovereignty. This
stance has not only led to cul-
tural conflicts with the West
but also created significant
challenges for Iran's econo-
my. Its isolation and con-
frontations with G7 nations
have weakened its oil-based
economy. 
Additionally, the Iranian peo-
ple have periodically
expressed their dissatisfac-
tion with the country's social
laws.With the recent changes
in leadership in Britain and
Iran, both new leaders have
pledged to end their coun-
tries' isolation and foster
global friendships. This sug-
gests that the UK may seek to

renew ties with the European
Union, and Iran may aim to
improve relations with the
West. 
It will be interesting to see if
Keir Starmer will reconsider
Brexit and move the UK
closer to the EU.Similarly, as
the new Iranian President
promises to "extend a hand of
friendship to everyone," it

remains to be seen whether
this will lead to peace with
the USA and, eventually,
with tech-rich Israel. 
It will also be intriguing to
observe if the Iranian leader
can persuade the Supreme
Leader to return to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) framework,
which is the main reason for

Iran's isolation in the
West.These election results
suggest a potential leftward
shift in global politics, with
significant changes occur-
ring in both major European
and Asian countries. 
This could mean that govern-
ments will need to focus
more on job creation and
improving the quality of life
for their citizens. Britain is
currently facing financial dif-
ficulties and high inflation,
despite soaring property
prices. 
Similarly, the Iranian people
are feeling the weight of ever-
increasing sanctions imposed
by the US and its allies.
Iranians need a new econo-
my and a new approach to
their relations with the
West.While Western nations
are cautiously optimistic

about the change in Iran, they
are confident that the new
Labour leadership in the UK
will adopt a pragmatic
approach. Moving away from
the Conservative tactics of
unnecessary assertiveness
driven by nostalgic colonial
attitudes, the UK will need to
redefine its strategy and
engage more openly with
the public.
Finally, there is a message for
political parties worldwide: if
you stay connected with the
grassroots and continue to
address the issues of the
common people in pragmat-
ic ways, you will remain rel-
evant and potentially revive.
(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist and has been covering

foreign affairs and interna-
tional politics; views are

personal)

Leadership shifts in the UK and Iran signal a new era of moderate politics

The soul's intrinsic qualities of peace, love,
and wisdom give us true strength and power

RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ JI

Indian air travelers are bracing for a steep hike in ticket prices as India is feeling the
repercussions of a significant disruption in Boeing's production schedule

SHIVAJI SARKAR

Airfares to surge amidst
aircraft shortage 

inducted system for pushing the
aircraft nose down to prevent the
plane from stalling. 
This week the justice depart-
ment’s criminal fraud section told
a federal court Boeing violated
terms of the settlement by failing
to make promised changes to
detect and prevent violations of
federal anti-fraud laws. The deter-
mination means that Boeing
could be prosecuted “for any fed-
eral criminal violation,” including
the charge of fraud that the com-
pany hoped to avoid with the set-
tlement, the Justice Department
said.
The company handed over 27
planes in January, its lowest tally
since September, compared with
67 deliveries in December. It sold
three Boeing 737 Max planes but
also logged three cancellations. As
it was grappling with the situation
on January 5, 2024, a door plug
blew out on an Alaska Airlines
flight at 16,000 feet shortly after
take-off from Portland, Oregon.
None was injured but it ripped off
headrests and exposed passengers
to a gaping hole in the 26th row.
Bolts holding a door panel were
also found missing, the US
National Transportation Safety
Board reported.
This led the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) to halt
Boeing’s planned production
increases till it was satisfied with
the quality control issues.
The Max planes that Air India
wants to buy, Boeing says, would
have to rework about 50 of the
undelivered planes because of
incorrectly drilled holes in 22
fuselages or the larger outer shell
that encompasses the main air-
craft body. 

It is a new production glitch that
could slow deliveries further.
Various FAA safety inspections
would periodically stop the pro-
duction line. The FAA says that it
would allow the variant of the 737
Max 9 with the door plug to fly
again – after demanding checks to
the bolts on every plane.The fam-
ily of two MAX victims want
Boeing to face a criminal trial and
pay a fine of $ 24.8 billion. They
are against plea bargaining saying
this was just a reworking of “let-
ting Boeing off the hook”. In
such a situation, the hope of Air
India Express and Akasa getting
their deliveries does not look
bright. 
Questions arise about how the
two airlines agreed to the deal of
MAX, which still has not cleared
safety issues. China has reported-
ly cancelled some of its book-
ings.Amid such situations in June
2022, Tata Sons signed the agree-
ment during the Paris Air Show
for 20 Boeing Dreamliners, 10
Boeing 777X widebody aircraft,
and 190 Boeing 737 MAX nar-
row-body aircraft along with 250
Euro Airbus for $ 70 billion,
according to Tata Sons and Air
India chairman N
Chandrashekhar.
In June 2023, IndiGo made the
world’s largest aircraft order by
signing a deal for 500 A320 neo
family planes from Airbus. Indigo
is expecting some Airbus 320
deliveries. 
But that would not suffice the
needs of the growing number of
passengers. Indigo is set to ground
many aircraft. So would Spicejet,
which met with several security
issues. The delays, which are said
to be unavoidable, would create a

shortage of aircraft almost with all
major airlines, Indigo, Spicejet,
Akasa and Air India.
Jet Airways and Go First have
gone bankrupt adding to the
shortage.The Boeing crisis could
hit India hard with Air India and
Akasa having fewer aircraft and
an overall shortage of seats for
domestic and international routes
spiralling fares. Airlines in India
carried a record 152 million pas-
sengers in 2023, a 30 per cent
increase from 2022 and a 5 per
cent rise over 2019. According to
the Director General of Civil
Aviation, the domestic air traffic
from January to May rose 4 per
cent during the period to 13.8
million. 
The aviation industry fears that
the reduced aircraft delivery is set
to impact the aviation market
severely more so as several pas-
sengers rise more owing to a fal-
lacious dynamic Indian Railways
fare structure. It hikes train fares
to the level of air fares making
people prefer to travel by air. This
is impacting the railways and the
airlines alike.
Fares in certain destinations like
Kochi-Delhi Kolkata-Delhi
Mumbai-Delhi or Guwahati-
Delhi could skyrocket and match
some of the international routes
as the country does not have an
integrated transportation
approach. 
If the rail fares are cut and the
reservation system rationalised, it
could take off a significant load
from the airlines. The unimagina-
tive system predicts a scramble for
airline tickets by the end of
December winter vacation. 

(The writer is a policy analyst;
views expressed are personal)

A
irfares to shoot up sharply as
airlines in India, the third
largest in the world, face a
shortage of aircraft.The air-
lines are to suffer as the US

Boeing is in crisis for its Starliner space
vehicle leakage and two fatal crashes
defrauding the US government. Boeing
has lost more than $32 billion since 2019.
Fewer companies could lose that kind of
money and not be facing bankruptcy.
Boeing may face three years of probation,
independent safety audits and a penalty
of $ 487.3 million in penalty.It has put its
new aircraft manufacturing off schedule
causing delivery of far fewer planes to air-
lines in India. It would hamper the
growth of the industry here and limit the
capability to offer seats to fliers. It
would result in severe seat shortages and
spiralling fares.
The US Justice Department might charge
Boeing with fraud if it does not plead
guilty to two deadly Max crashes in 2018
and 2019 killing 346 people. The case
stems from the department’s determina-
tion that Boeing violated an agreement
that was intended to resolve a 2021
charge of conspiracy to defraud the US
government. Boeing is charged with
misleading regulators who approved the
737 Max and set pilot-training require-
ments to fly the plane. The company
blamed two relatively low-level employ-
ees for the fraud. Boeing reached a $2.5
billion settlement for the 2018 and 2019
Ethiopian crashes with the Justice
Department in January 2021 to avoid
prosecution on a single charge of fraud
— misleading federal regulators who
approved the plane. 
Boeing blamed the deception on two rel-
atively low-level employees.In March
2019, an Ethiopian Airlines 737 MAX
crashed, killing all 157 on board, after
which regulators around the world
grounded MAX aircraft. The crashes
were blamed on a flaw with a newly-

AKHILESH SUMAN

The recent election results in the UK and Iran reflect a broader global trend of voters favouring leaders who advocate for inclusivity and moderation
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I
ndia added nearly 4.7 crore jobs during 2023-24, taking the total number of employed
people to 64.33 crore spread over 27 sectors covering the entire economy, according to
Reserve Bank data. The number of employed people was 59.67 crore at the end of March

2023, said the RBI's update on 'Measuring Productivity at the Industry Level-The India
KLEMS [Capital (K), Labour (L), Energy (E), Material (M) and Services (S)] Database'. Using
the Tornqvist Aggregation formula, the RBI said the annual growth in employment during
2023-24 was 6 per cent compared to 3.2
per cent in the year-ago period. In the last
five years, the India KLEMS database
revealed that total employment increased
from 53.44 crore in 2019-20 to 64.33 crore
during the previous fiscal. The data for
financial 2022-23 is a provisional estimate
of productivity for the total economy. The
'agriculture, hunting, forestry and fishing'
employed 25.3 crore individuals, up from
24.82 crore in 2021-22, the fiscal 2022-23
data suggested.

T
he Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) has ordered online travel agency
Yatra to speed up pending refunds for flight cancellations during the COVID-19
lockdown, the consumer affairs ministry said on Tuesday. In its June 27 order, the

CCPA directed Yatra to establish five dedicated seats at the National Consumer Helpline
to contact remaining passengers about their pending refunds. The company will bear the
costs of this arrangement. This action follows a 2020 Supreme Court ruling mandating
immediate refunds for tickets booked during the lockdown period. The CCPA initiated
suo-moto action against Yatra following
numerous grievances lodged through
the National Consumer Helpline
regarding non-refund of cancelled air
tickets. From July 2021 to June 2024,
CCPA conducted several hearings to
address these issues. "As a result of
these efforts, Yatra has made significant
progress in reducing the total number of
pending refund bookings," the ministry
said in a statement. 

K
hadi and Village Industries' annual turnover crossed Rs 1.5 lakh crore for the first
time in FY 2023-24 with over 10 lakh new jobs generated during the fiscal, its
Chairman Manoj Kumar said on Tuesday. According to provisional figures for 2023-

24 released by KVIC, a 315 per cent increase in production and a 400 per cent rise in
sales were registered in the last 10 years. New employment generation also witnessed an
81 per cent increase during the decade
starting from 2013-14. "For the first
time, over 10 lakh new jobs were
created and our turnover crossed Rs
1.5 lakh crore in 2023-24," Kumar said.
Surpassing all previous figures, there
has been an increase of almost 400
per cent in sales, nearly 315 per cent
in production, and 81 per cent in new
employment generation compared to
the financial year 2013-14, KVIC
stated. KVIC's sales were Rs 1.34 lakh
crore in 2022-23. 

India added 4.7 cr jobs in 
FY24: RBI data

CCPA directs Yatra to expedite
COVID-19 flight cancellation refunds

KVIC turnover crosses Rs 1.5 L cr, 

10 lakh jobs created in FY24: Chairman

Govt may relax 45-day
payment rule for MSMEs
PNS n NEW DELHI

The government may relax
the requirement of making
payments to MSMEs within 45
days of buying goods and ser-
vices to check large corporate
from looking at other sourcing
avenues, sources said.

The announcement
to this effect could be
made in the Budget
likely to be presented
on July 23.

The government is
considering sugges-
tions regarding
changes to Section 43B(h) of
the Income Tax Act made by
MSMEs during pre-Budget
consultations, sources said.

The government in last
year's Budget added a new
clause under Section 43B of the
Income Tax Act to address the
challenge of delayed payments

faced by MSMEs in the coun-
try.

According to Section
43B(h) of the Income Tax
Act, introduced through the
Finance Act 2023, if a larger
company does not pay an
MSME on time -- within 45

days in case of written agree-
ments -- it cannot deduct that
expense from its taxable
income, leading to potential-
ly higher taxes.

MSMEs fear that due to
this provision, large buyers
could cold-shoulder MSME
suppliers and start buying

either from those MSMEs that
are not registered with Udyam
or from non-MSMEs.

The amendment was
brought in for MSMEs to get
timely payment, but there are
a lot of fear were raised by
them, sources said, adding

that they feared that
large corporate, in bid
to safeguard their
interest, can shift
their sourcing
requirement to bigger
firms or ask their
vendors to give up
their MSME registra-

tion to do business with them.
Earlier in May, Finance

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
had said the changes, if any, to
the rule will have to be done in
the full Budget in July under
the new government as per the
representations submitted by
MSMEs.

Sensex, Nifty hit all-time closing
high levels on gains in auto, FMCG
PNS n MUMBAI

Benchmark indices Sensex and
Nifty rebounded on Tuesday,
hitting their fresh record clos-
ing levels on the back of gains
in auto and FMCG shares and
foreign fund inflows.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 391.26 points or
0.49 per cent to settle at a
new closing peak of
80,351.64. During the day, it
jumped 436.79 points or
0.54 per cent to hit a new
lifetime high of 80,397.17.

The NSE Nifty went up by
112.65 points or 0.46 per
cent to 24,433.20 -- its record
closing high. During the day,
it surged 123.05 points or 0.50
per cent to hit a new record
peak of 24,443.60.

"Both domestic and global
factors continue to drive the
market momentum. Currently,
consumption sectors like
FMCG and auto are leading

the gains, buoyed by progress
in the monsoon and kharif
sowing," said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Financial
Services.

Among Sensex shares,
Maruti Suzuki India jumped

over 6 per cent amid reports
that the UP government
waived registration taxes on
hybrid cars as part of its initia-
tive to promote environmen-
tally friendly vehicles in the
state.

Mahindra & Mahindra,
Titan, Sun Pharma, ITC,
Nestle and Tata Motors were

the other big gainers.
Reliance Industries, Kotak

Mahindra Bank, Bajaj Finance
and JSW Steel were among the
laggard.

Investors are eagerly await-
ing the first-quarter earnings

results, which will guide
market direction, Nair said,
adding, "Additionally, con-
tinuous positive FII inflow
contributes to the prevail-
ing positive sentiment.".

In the broader market,
the BSE midcap gauge
climbed 0.36 per cent and
smallcap index went up by
0.22 per cent.

Among the indices, auto
jumped 2.17 per cent.
Consumer durables (2.01 per
cent), realty (1.23 per cent), con-
sumer discretionary (1.21 per
cent), healthcare (1 per cent) and
utilities (0.76 per cent) also
closed higher. Telecommuni
cation, capital goods and teck
were the laggards.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The market capitalisation of
BSE-listed firms on Tuesday
hit a fresh lifetime high of Rs
451.27 lakh crore on a day
when the BSE Sensex reached
a record closing level.

The 30-share BSE bench-
mark climbed 391.26 points or
0.49 per cent to settle at a new
closing peak of 80,351.64.
During the day, it jumped
436.79 points, or 0.54 per
cent, to hit a new lifetime high

of 80,397.17.
The market capitalisation of

BSE-listed firms hit an all-time
high of Rs 4,51,27,853.30 crore
(US$ 5.41 trillion). Investors'
wealth also went up Rs 1.56
lakh crore on Tuesday.

"After consolidating in the
last few days, markets bounced
back to make fresh high amid
buying seen in index heavy-
weights," said Siddhartha
Khemka, Head - Retail
Research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd.

Among Sensex components,
Maruti Suzuki India jumped
6.60 per cent amid reports that
the UP government waived
registration taxes on hybrid
cars as part of its initiative to
promote environmentally

friendly vehicles in the state.
Mahindra & Mahindra,

ITC, Sun Pharma, Titan, Tata
Motors, and Nestle were the
other big gainers.

Reliance Industries, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Bajaj Finance,
and JSW Steel were among the
laggards.

Among the indices, auto
jumped 2.17 per cent, con-
sumer durables (2.01 per cent),
realty (1.23 per cent), con-
sumer discretionary (1.21 per
cent), healthcare (1 per cent),

and utilities (0.76 per cent).
Telecommunication, capi-

tal goods, and teck were the
laggards.

A total of 2,010 stocks
advanced while 1,924 declined
and 92 remained unchanged
on the BSE.

Also, 320 stocks hit their
upper circuit limit while 242
firms hit the lower circuit lev-
els.

Both domestic and global
factors continue to drive the
market momentum. 

PNS n MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank's FI-Index,
capturing the extent of finan-
cial inclusion across the coun-
try, rose to 64.2 in March
2024, showing growth across
all parameters.

The index captures informa-
tion on various aspects of finan-
cial inclusion in a single value
ranging between 0 and 100,
where 0 represents complete
financial exclusion and 100
indicates full financial inclusion.

"The value of the index for
March 2024 stands at 64.2 vis-
à-vis 60.1 in March 2023, with
growth witnessed across all
sub-indices," the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) said in a state-
ment on Tuesday.

Improvement in FI-Index is
mainly contributed by usage

dimension, reflecting deepening
of financial inclusion, it added.

The FI-Index comprises
three broad parameters --
access (35 per cent), usage (45
per cent), and quality (20 per
cent) -- with each of these con-
sisting of various dimensions,
which are computed based on
a number of indicators.

In August 2021, the central
bank said FI-Index has been
conceptualised as a comprehen-
sive index, incorporating details
of banking, investments, insur-
ance, postal, as well as the pen-
sion sector, in consultation with
government and respective sec-
toral regulators. The index is
responsive to ease of access,

availability and usage of ser-
vices, and quality of services.

According to RBI, a unique
feature of the index is the
quality parameter which cap-
tures the quality aspect of
financial inclusion as reflected
by financial literacy, consumer
protection and inequalities and
deficiencies in services

ONGC to invest Rs 2 L cr to
meet net zero emission target

PNS n NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Thursday meet
eminent economists to elicit
their views and suggestions for
the upcoming Budget, a senior
government official said.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is sched-
uled to present the Budget for
2024-25 in the Lok Sabha on
July 23. Besides economists
and sectoral experts, the prime
minister's meeting will also be
attended by Niti Aayog Vice
Chairman Suman Bery and
other members.

This will be the first major
economic document of the
Modi 3.0 government, which,
among other things, is expect-
ed to lay the road map for mak-
ing India a developed nation by
2047. President Droupadi
Murmu, in her address to the
joint sitting of Parliament last

month, had indicated that the
government would come out
with historic steps to acceler-
ate the pace of reforms.

She also said the Budget will
be an effective document of the
government's far-reaching
policies and futuristic vision.

Sitharaman has already held
discussions with various stake-
holders, including economists
and captains of Indian indus-
try, on the forthcoming
Budget.

Several experts have urged
the government to provide
tax relief to the common man
to boost consumption and
come out with steps to check
inflation and accelerate eco-
nomic growth.

The economy has recorded
a growth rate of 8.2 per cent
in 2023-24 Earlier in
February, Sitharaman came
out with an interim budget for
2024-25 in view of the Lok
Sabha elections.

Sebi invites public
comments on

amendments to
REIT, InvIT rules
PNS n NEW DELHI

Capital markets regulator
Sebi on Tuesday said it
has sought public views
on the proposed amend-
ments to the master cir-
culars for REITs and
InvITs.

In a consultation paper,
Sebi said these amend-
ments will provide clari-
ty on the nomination
rights of directors to the
boards of REIT (Real
Estate Investment Trusts)
and InvIT (Infrastructure
Investment Trusts) man-
agers.

In the proposed
amendments, the mar-
kets  watchdog has
addressed market par-
ticipants' requests for
clarif ication on the
rights of unitholders to
nominate a director to
the board of the invest-
ment manager or man-
ager of  REITs and
InvITs.

The changes propose
that the restriction on
nominating a unitholder
nominee director will not
apply if the right to
appoint a nominee direc-
tor is available as per the
Sebi (Debenture
Trustees) regulations.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Automotive Tyre
Manufacturers' Association
(ATMA) on Tuesday said there
is a need to restrict import of
waste tyres into India, saying
the country is becoming a
'dumping ground' for scrap
tyres. The import of
waste/scrap tyres into India has
increased by more than five
times since FY20-21, ATMA
said in its pre-budget submis-
sion to the finance ministry.

"Such indiscriminate import
of waste/scrap tyres is not only
an environmental and safety
concern but also undermines
the very purpose of Extended
Producers Responsibility (EPR)
Regulation on Waste Tyres
which is in place since July
2022," it added.

ATMA asks
govt to restrict
import of
waste tyres

FLY ASH DISPOSAL

19 coal mines allocated to 13
thermal power plants: Centre

PNS n NEW DELHI

Indian gaming industry is
poised to record a 20 per cent
growth to reach Rs 23,100
crore by FY25, a report on
Tuesday said, citing industry
estimates that number of
online gamers
in India has
touched 442
million, sur-
passing China.

The report by
Grant Thornton
Bharat and E-
G a m i n g
Federation fur-
ther advocated a
comprehensive
Code of Conduct (CoC) for
the gaming industry, setting
clear standards for ethical
behaviour to ensure account-
ability and transparency.

The dynamic gaming
landscape in India is fuelled
by a vibrant young demo-
graphic and set for unprece-

dented growth, the report
said.

"The industry is projected to
experience a 20 per cent growth
by FY25, reaching Rs 23,100
crore. Over the last five years,
Indian gaming has raised US$
2.8 billion from domestic and

g l o b a l
investors," it
added.

According
to industry
estimates, the
number of
online gamers
in India has
reached a soar-
ing 442 mil-
lion, surpass-

ing China, making a case for
adherence to a strong code of
conduct and embracing self-
regulation to ensure sustain-
able growth of this industry.

The real money gaming
(RMG) segment is emerging
as one of the chief revenue dri-
vers within the industry.

Indian gaming industry set to reach
Rs 23,100 cr by FY25, says Report

PNS n NEW DELHI

Gold prices fell by Rs 100 to Rs
73,310 per 10 grams in the
national capital on Tuesday
amid weak global cues,
according to HDFC Securities.

The precious metal had set-
tled at Rs 73,410 per 10 grams
on Monday. However, silver
prices jumped by Rs 180 to Rs

94,450 per kg from Rs 94,270
per kg in the previous session.

Gold prices traded lower
ahead of the Fed member
speech and US inflation data.
The silver prices at domestic as
well as global front traded
higher tracking strong base
metal and risk-on moods,"
Dilip Parmar, Research Analyst
at HDFC Securities, said.

"The value of the index for
March 2024 stands at 64.2
vis-à-vis 60.1 in March
2023, with growth
witnessed across all sub-
indices," the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) said in a
statement on Tuesday

Financial inclusion index rises
with growth across all segments

PM Modi to meet economists
ahead of Union Budget 

Gold falls by Rs 100 to Rs 73,310
per 10 g; silver rises Rs 180Mcap of BSE-listed firms at record high of Rs 451.27 L cr

PNS n NEW DELHI

State-owned Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC) will
invest about Rs 2 lakh crore in
setting up renewable energy
sites and green hydrogen
plants and cutting gas flaring
to zero to achieve its 2038 net-
zero carbon emission goal.

The company, which pro-
duces about two-thirds of
India's crude oil and about 58
per cent of natural gas, on
Tuesday released a 200-page
document, detailing its path to
achieving net zero emissions.

It listed clean energy projects
even as it looks to boost its
hydrocarbon output to meet
the country's energy needs.

ONGC will invest Rs 97,000
crore by 2030 in setting up 5
gigawatts of renewable energy
capacity, green hydrogen, bio-
gas, pump storage plant and
offshore wind project, accord-

ing to the document. Another
Rs 65,500 crore will be invest-
ed by 2035, mostly in a green
hydrogen or green ammonia
plant, and the remaining Rs

38,000 crore by 2038, primar-
ily in setting up 1 GW of off-
shore wind projects.

These projects will help the
firm offset 9 million tonnes of
carbon emissions it is directly
(Scope-1 emissions) or indi-
rectly (Scope-2 emissions)
responsible for.

ONGC said it will invest Rs
5,000 crore to cut gas flaring to
zero by 2030 through techno-
logical intervention.

The firm released into the
atmosphere 554 million cubic
metres of methane in 2021-22
(base year), mostly because it
was an incidental by-product
of oil or the quantity was not
economical enough to pipe it
to consumers.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The government on Tuesday
said 19 coal mines have been
allocated to 13 thermal power
plants for disposal of fly ash.

The Ministry of
Coal has under-
taken a significant
initiative to ensure
proper disposal of
fly ash by allocat-
ing mine voids.

A Central Level
Working Group (CLWG)
under the chairmanship of
Additional Secretary, Ministry
of Coal, was formed in 2023
for this purpose.

The interested Thermal

Power Plants (TPPs) applies
for the allocation of mine
voids to the Central Electricity
Authority (CEA), which is
eventually discussed in the
CLWG meeting.

"In this proac-
tive move, a total
of 19 mines have
been allocated to
13 TPPs," the
coal ministry
said in a state-
ment.

This allocation addresses
environmental concerns asso-
ciated with fly ash disposal and
promotes sustainable prac-
tices within the coal mining
sector.
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T
he first ones are always special, they say. Well,
Ankit Kushwah, who popularly goes by the
name Bboy Antique, is one of the special
ones Bhopal has been really proud of. Now
when we mention ‘first’, it aptly goes with

him; it’s because when he began breaking, he was Bhopal’s
first breaking star.

During his early days, he too was one of those fun li’l
guy, who did not really bother about the things around
him. However, in 2008, when he was in his 10th grade,
he just saw a video of the Red Bull BC One finals and
that really hit something within him that made him won-
der, ‘What really is it?’. But again, he knew this was his
calling and wanted to do something around breaking.
“I have always been around the internet and browsing.
I come from a village and there you did not really have

any dance classes. So what I did was search for it on
YouTube and start practicing for it. I did come

across many such tutorials. However, I did not
understand anything about the battles. But

as I went on taking it ahead, my knowl-
edge also kept growing far beyond,”

shares the breaking star, all set to bat-
tle in the finals of Red Bull BC One. 

There was a time back then when
he used to just randomly play some
songs and then start practicing his

breaking. He found his inner peace
while dancing. After connecting with

many people and gathering more insights
on battles and breaking, he began his trav-

els in 2013. It was in Bangalore that he got on the
ground for the battle for the very first time. “During
that, I came across so many Bboyers. They were all
in front of me, live and I was performing in front of
them.” Today, he has come so far! And to him, the
journey did not require any sort of support because
he never got one. It was all self-made and self-earned.
“In 2012, my dad got transferred to Bhopal and we
shifted here. I did come across many dance classes

there, but there was nothing regarding breaking. I knew
if I had to do something around breaking, I had to do
it all alone. I began solo travelling. In 2014, I had my third
battle, which was a national championship and I won it.”

The support he received from the audience from all
over the nation was something he never knew was com-
ing his way. And since then, there has been no looking
back for him. He began connecting with more and more
people and finally got the most deserved, breaking sup-
port he never knew was what he needed. 

“I never got proper guidance,” shares Ankit, who rep-
resented India in the Asian Breaking Championship 2023
in China, speaking about the challenges he initially faced.
“Having learned and practiced via YouTube, I believe if
I had gotten proper guidance, I could have been some-
where else today. Something that I began in 2013–14, I
would have started much earlier. Being the first-break-
er from Bhopal, there was also a time when I felt like giv-
ing up because of the ups and downs. But later, I did find
people who did want to get into breaking, and I used to
teach them. That really brought immense confidence and
I was like, I’m not going to give up.”

That made him start his own Raw Breakers Crew India,
which also includes the one he used to practice with.
Constantly changing the dynamics in Bhopal, he
believes, “When I saw Bboy Junior performing in 2008
in the world finals and now in 2024, I just saw him live,
and he was the one who selected me and brought me here.
That itself shows the changes in the dynamics and how
things have changed. The BC One qualifier is also hap-
pening in Bhopal. Things have gotten so much better now
in Bhopal that if I don’t perform, I know the ones I have
taught are there. It’s only and only growing.”

The breaking scene is growing so much in Bhopal that
the Madhya Pradesh government is soon setting up a
‘break-dance’ academy in the city. And with this, he is
very confident that Bhopal is soon going to turn into a
‘breaking hub’.

But one thing we were keen on knowing about was
his Bboying name, ‘Antique’. So further speaking about
it, he enthuses, “In 2016, Bboy Brainstorm from Ukraine
came to Bhopal, who was invited by a company. And to
my surprise, he researched who all are breaking in Bhopal
and came across my page. He invited me, and we did prac-
tice in his hotel too. During that, he keeps travelling to
India and I was very keen because I would also be get-
ting guidance. He was an international Bboyer. There’s
a place in Bhopal called MP Nagar and we used to prac-
tice there and on the streets, we used to perform cipher.
And people, every time they saw me dancing, were always
like, ‘Aap bahut antique dance karte ho’. As Brainstorm
noticed that, he started calling me ‘Antique’. And that’s
when I kept my name as Bboy Antique.”

‘Crashes’ are something that inspires his moves. On
a concluding note, he shares that breaking creates a lot
of freedom and you can do it your own way. “My main
goal is to always break and keep doing it forever. I want
to keep breaking until the last breath. (he laughs)”

T
he musculoskeletal system, compris-
ing bones, muscles, joints, cartilage,
tendons, ligaments, and connective

tissue, provides structural support and
facilitates movement in our body. Any dis-
order or injury that affects this system is
called a musculoskeletal disorder; its
predominant symptom is pain. As
advancements in pain management con-
tinue, the utilisation of platelet-rich plas-
ma (PRP) in managing musculoskeletal
pain is gaining popularity.

About 1.71 billion individuals world-
wide grapple with musculoskeletal prob-
lems, a leading contributor to disability.
These problems impact mobility and
agility, resulting in early retirement,
diminished well-being, and decreased
societal participation affecting the qual-
ity of life. Musculoskeletal pain is a com-
mon experience for adults, regardless of
gender, and economic status.

PRP treatment is emerging as a promis-
ing solution, demonstrating pain reduc-
tion and improved function in patients
with musculoskeletal disorders. It is a non-
surgical, outpatient procedure with min-
imal side effects, as it uses the patient’ss
own blood.

Conventional
musculoskeletal
pain manage-
ment includes
methods like
Rest, Ice,
C o mp r e s s i o n ,
Elevation, along
with physical therapy
and corticosteroid injec-
tions combined with tar-
geted rehabilitation exercis-
es. While providing tempo-
rary pain relief and early
functional recovery, these
methods usually do not
reverse structural changes
linked with musculoskeletal
conditions.

In contrast, PRP transcends
these limitations, aiming to
regenerate damaged tissues and
spark the growth of new cells. It
contains growth factors pro-
moting tissue growth, colla-

gen production, and increased stem cell
numbers, enhancing the healing process.
PRP also harnesses anti-inflammatory
properties, serving as a promising thera-
peutic approach for arthritis.

Tailoring PRP formulations for specif-
ic injuries or conditions ensures better
results. The platelet concentration in
PRP is crucial for its effectiveness in treat-
ing conditions, like joint arthritis and
shoulder rotator cuff tears. Studies indi-
cate that higher platelet concentrations
generally result in better healing. For
instance, conditions like knee osteoarthri-
tis may benefit from a specific platelet con-
centration, around 10 billion platelets, with
fewer white blood cells preferred, as it is
believed to reduce inflammation and
minimise the risk of adverse reactions.

Image-guided injections, especially
under ultrasound or X-rays, are another
determinant of PRP success. Doctors
find these methods beneficial as they pro-
vide precision through real- time visual-
isation, ensuring accurate needle place-
ment in the targeted area. This is impor-
tant for delivering PRP directly to affect-

ed joints, tendons, or other
structures. Image guid-
ance also enhances
overall safety by min-
imising the risk of acci-

dental injury to adjacent
nerves and blood ves-

sels. In the pivotal con-
clusion, the success of PRP
is all about concentration

and precision.

(The
author, 

Dr
Tushar B
Munnoli,
is a Pain

Management Specialist,
at Apollo Hospitals in

Hyderabad.)

SHIKHA DUGGAL

R
ajeev Khandelwa has acted

in several big-name pro-

ductions. Recently, the

actor discussed it with  The

Pioneer during the promo-

tion of his upcoming series

Showtime.
“Apart from the fact that we are both

actors, Armaan and I have nothing in

common. There is a big difference

between what he saw as superstardom

and what I saw as love. It was easy for

me to believe in the character because

I had seen so many Armaans. And I

believe that’s the reason it came through

in my performance. An actor’s work

becomes effortless when they have

faith in their performance,” Rajeev

Khandelwal starts the interview on a

positive note.
We were somewhat curious to find

out how his character changed from the

first season of Showtime to the second.

In response, he says, “Season 2 will fea-

ture Armaan without the mask he

wears in public, as most actors do. He

is the man behind the actor and you will

see his true feelings. His desires, his

emotions and his fears.” Even in the first

season, it was clear how Rajeev's char-

acter dealt with obstacles and criticism

in the plot. In response, the well-

known fame of Kahiin Toh Hoga replies,

“Humans are naturally inclined to take

criticism poorly. Furthermore, my char-

acter speaks for most of humanity. He

feels that he is impervious to criticism

and that those who do so are motivat-

ed by resentment or jealousy at the stark

differences between their status and his.

Regarding the current cinema industry,

the character is a star in several films.

And it makes perfect sense. In the spot-

light, you often feel alone because

everyone wants a piece of you. You are

forced to isolate yourself from others,

which leads to creating more enemies

than friends. The first thing to do is to

have faith in the procedure. The peo-

ple closest to you are mostly waiting for

you to fall. Therefore, it becomes

extremely complex in the minds of all

extremely popular people. While some

people handle things quite well, others

buckle under strain.”

In the suspenseful film Table No. 21

by Rajeev Khandelwal, the two protag-

onists must make life-or-death choic-

es and unexpected turns. For lovers of

suspense movies, this one was a must-

see! We brought those days back to him.

He recalls with us, “Certain movies had

pyrotechnics when they first came out,

but they quickly went out of style.

However, some movies start a fire

when they’re released and continue to

do so for a long time. Table No. 21 most

likely belongs in the later group. I was

drawn to the movie because of how

honestly it presented its argument. It

was also, of course, a crazy thriller.”

Separately, delving a little into his per-

sonal life, we heard him mention that

at first it was challenging to not be what

the public expects him to be since, as

performers, they can so easily fall into

the stereotype of being a famous per-

son. However, the world is highly

gullible and will never stop altering the

opinions of actors. Rajeev therefore

made the very early decision to believe

what he knows about himself and to

reject what others tell him about him-

self. Furthermore, he is aware that he

is not unique. 
Aamir fame says, “I’m not making

any special appearances anymore. I’ve

declined the makers’ offer. For me, Hero

Heeroine didn’t work out. What’s going

on in that movie, I have no idea!

Furthermore, I think the projects chose

me because I don’t have a manager chas-

ing down jobs for me or an agency

working for me. I constantly hope to

come across projects that will allow me

to write a fresh story or alter the

course.”
He takes a break after each project

and only returns to it when there are

promotions or other events. After it’s

out, he never looks at it again. It leaves

and remains in his mental collection!

“I suppose that travelling makes me

more whole and real. I’ve always

thought of myself as not being restrict-

ed to any one area. whether at work or

not. I was born in Jaipur, currently

reside in Mumbai and spend a lot of

my leisure time at my house in Goa. I

have travelled through nearly all of

India and around 25% of the globe. My

travels to remote communities in

Rajasthan, Ladakh and the northeast-

ern region of our nation frequently give

me the impression that pleasure is

unrelated to financial advantages. It is

an attitude.” 
In closing, he makes an even lighter

statement, which we thought was great.

‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’‘I'm not making any special appearances anymore’

Speaking with The Pioneer, Rajeev Khandelwal
shares some exclusive information about his
character and the new series Showtime.He is

now peddling the show. 

TTHHEE PPIIOONNEEEERR IS TAKEN
SOLELY BY ANKIT KUSHWAH,

ALSO REFERRED TO AS 
BBOY ANTIQUE, ON HIS

INSPIRATIONAL JOURNEY AS
THE FIRST BREAKING ARTIST

OF BHOPAL.

Creating an ‘Antique’ impact on the breaking map!
Revolutionising relief by

decoding PRP for
musculoskeletal pain
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Barbeque Nation opened its latest outlet in Hyderabad
Knowledge city, Sattva Groups. Strategically situated in
Hyderabad, this newest addition promises to ignite the
culinary scene with its signature blend of flavoUrs,
ambience, and impeccable hospitality. Celebrating the rich
tapestry of Indian cuisine combined with global culinary
influences, Barbeque Nation's newly launched outlet offers
an immersive dining journey for patrons of all palates.

The opening of Cloudnine's third hospital, located in Kompally, Hyderabad,
was announced. After purchasing the birthplace in Banjara Hills and HITEC
City, the group has opened three dedicated boutique women's and
childcare centREs in the city. 

At the recent
“Vegan India
Conference,”

Arvind appeared
on stage
alongside

actress and
animal rights

advocate
Jacqueline

Fernandez. At
the same

summit, he also
received the

“Vegan Voice”
award!

Punjabi Food Festival

E
xperience the vibrant flavours of Punjab at the Punjabi Food Festival
hosted by Cayenne, Mercure Hyderabad KCP. Indulge in an array of
authentic dishes crafted by expert chefs. Relish mouth-watering

delicacies such as Butter Chicken, Dal Makhani, Sarson da Saag, and
Chole Bhature, each prepared with traditional spices and ingredients that
capture the essence of Punjabi cuisine. Complement your meal with
refreshing lassi and end on a sweet note with delectable desserts like
Gulab Jamun and Phirni.
Immerse yourself in a festive ambience with live music and traditional
decor that brings the spirit of Punjab to life. Join us for a gastronomic
journey celebrating the rich culinary heritage of Punjab.

When: 12th July to 21st July,2024

Where: Cayenne, Mercure Hyderabad KCP    Time: 7 PM-11 PM

Lebanese Indulgence

I
ndulge in a culinary journey like no other as Chef Jameela Ghani brings
the authentic taste of Lebanon to your plate at Novotel Hyderabad
Airport (NHA), situated at GMR Aerocity in Hyderabad. From traditional

dishes such as mezza and flavourful shawarma, every bite will transport
you to the bustling streets of Beirut.
Immerse yourself in a lively Lebanese oasis, where vibrant decor and live
music create the perfect ambience for an exceptional dining experience.
From July 19 to July 28 2024, join us in Hyderabad for an exquisite taste
of Lebanon. Reserve your table now for an unforgettable evening. Don't
miss this event if you love Lebanese cuisine or are a foodie looking for
new flavours.
Where: Food Exchange, Novotel Hyderabad Airport, GMR Aerocity arena

When: 19th to 28th July 2024   Time: 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM

l Komal

l Amisha and Aana

l Kirty

With their combined more than ten years of
experience, seasoned professionals and lifelong

friends Sandhya Reddy and Shreekanth are
revolutionising the world of aesthetic cosmetology
with Shynex. Under the permanent supervision of

dermatologist Dr. Moulika Vangala, Shynex guarantees
the utmost accuracy and care. 

l Srikanth and Sandya

l Divya l Shivangi

l Chandini

l Nikshita

l Tadasha

ARCHIE

GARFIELD
REALITY CHECK CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS

NANCY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SPEED BUMP

Yesterday’s solution

SUDOKU

Rules
l Each row and column can

contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.

FUN
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N
ag Ashwin, the director of the monumental sci-fi epic
Kalki 2898 AD, expresses profound relief as the film
grosses Rs 500 crore in its first week at the box office.

Featuring an ensemble cast including Amitabh Bachchan,
Prabhas, Kamal Hassan and Deepika Padukone, the film was a

project of immense ambition and significance within the industry.
“The response to a movie like this goes beyond us,” remarks Ashwin.

“The stakes were high, not just for us but for the entire filmmaking
community waiting for the verdict on this sci-fi venture. Its success
opens doors for future projects.”
Reflecting on the challenges faced during production, particularly

navigating the pandemic and financial hurdles, Ashwin
acknowledges, “Securing financing was incredibly tough, but the

strong backing of our stellar cast and the goodwill from our
previous successful collaborations provided some cushion.”
Acknowledging viewer feedback about the film's pacing, Ashwin

comments, “It's universally noted that the first half, drawing heavily
from the Mahabharata, was perceived as slow. In a three-hour epic,

if audiences embrace most of it, I consider it a victory.”
From the moment Kalki 2898 AD hit theatres, viewers have been quick to
hail her as the ‘soul of the film’. With fans and critics alike praising her
powerful presence and nuanced performance, Deepika Padukone walking
through flames—a moment that has gone viral since the film's release—
has resonated deeply with audiences worldwide. The striking visual has
led many to dub her the new “Khaleesi”, drawing comparisons to the

iconic character from Game of Thrones.
Director Nag Ashwin himself called the scene his favourite in the entire
film. He said, “The visual of that scene and the way Deepika holds
herself—the poise. I told her that if everything goes well, this is a movie
poster that will probably live longer than you and me.”
Nag Ashwin did not hesitate to emphasise Deepika's critical importance
to the storyline. He revealed that extensive discussions during the writing
process underlined her character's significance. “She is the most
important part of the story. We had a lot of discussions about it when we
were writing as well. I think the simplest answer that we arrived at was:
whose character do you remove and the story does not exist? And that
became Deepika's character. Because if you remove her character, there
is no story. There is no Kalki,” he added.
Addressing speculation about Mahesh Babu's role as Lord Krishna,
Ashwin clarifies, “Krishna's portrayal in the film was deliberate—
maintaining his silhouette to preserve his divine essence without
humanising him.”
Kalki 2898 AD continues to captivate audiences with its grand narrative
and visual spectacle, solidifying Ashwin's status as a visionary filmmaker
in Indian cinema.

‘SONGS AND
FIGHTS IN
INDIAN 2 ARE
VERY UNIQUE’
Kamal Haasan spoke many

good things about the highly
anticipated Bharateeyudu 2
(Indian 2), bringing back the
iconic duo of Kamal Haasan and
director Shankar. Scheduled for
release on July 12th, the film
promises to be one of the year's
biggest releases. 
The star-studded cast includes
Kamal Haasan, Shankar, Kajal
Aggarwal, Siddharth, SJ Suryah,
Rakul Preet Singh, Priya
Bhavani Shankar, Bobby Simha,
Brahmanandam, among others.
Anirudh Ravichander has
composed the music for the
film, produced by Lyca
Productions and Subhaskaran
under the banner of Red Giant.
The Telugu theatrical rights have
been secured by Asian Suresh
Entertainments LLP, with
Srilakshmi Movies acquiring the
ceded rights. An extravagant
pre-release event was held in
Hyderabad, followed by a media
interaction today where the
film's insights were unveiled.
Expressing his excitement for
the release, distributor Suresh
Babu praised Kamal Haasan's
innovative approach to cinema,
recalling their collaboration in
Indrudu Chandrudu. He also
commended Shankar for
blending social issues with
commercial elements in films
like Gentleman. He extended his
best wishes to the entire cast
and crew, including Siddharth,
Rakul, and Bobby Simha.
Kamal Haasan emphasised, “It's
the Telugu audience who made
me a star. I have classic hits in
Telugu. The dialogues spoken by
the general in Bharateeyudu 2
might also resonate in society.
Are there songs and fights?
Distributors are asking. They are
indeed present, but in a unique
form. I always tell Siddharth that
I am his teacher, much like I
once said to Shivaaji Ganeshan.
Siddharth, I am one of
Ekalavya's disciples. The
industry needs personalities like
Kamal Haasan and upcoming
talents like Siddharth. Everyone
must watch Bharateeyudu 2
and absorb its message.
Therefore, media cooperation is
crucial in bringing this film to
the masses.”

PEKA MEDALU
TRAILER OUT NOW
T

he eagerly anticipated
trailer launch event for
the film Peka Medalu

took place, signaling its
upcoming release on July 19th.
Vinodh Kishan makes his
debut as a Telugu lead actor in
this film, following his roles in
Na Parama Shiva ,
Andhagaram and Gangs of
Godavari. Anusha Krishna
stars opposite him as the hero-
ine. The film is presented by
Crazy Ants Productions,
known for their previous work
on Evvariki Cheppoddu.

The movie has already gen-
erated buzz, with its teaser and
songs receiving positive feed-
back. A recent promotional
video by Vinod Kishan further
impressed the audience, set-
ting high expectations for the
film. The trailer launch event
today showcased innovative
promotional strategies aimed
at heightening anticipation
among viewers.

Director Nilgiri Mamilla
expressed his delight, stating,
“It’s a pleasure to have the trail-
er launched amidst media
personalities. Peka Medalu
resonates closely with every-
day life events, blending enter-
tainment with poignant fam-
ily emotions. We look forward
to its release on the 19th and

seek the support of both media
and audiences for its success.”

Producer Rakesh Varre
extended his gratitude to the
media for their continuous
support, emphasising their
innovative promotion tech-
niques, including a successful
QR scan initiative. “This film
isn’t just a comedy; it explores
a profound theme about
women’s support for men,
combining entertainment with
emotional depth. We are con-
fident audiences will embrace
it when it hits screens on the
19th,” he remarked.

Anusha Krishna, the leading
lady, thanked the media for their
presence at the trailer launch,
urging audience support to
make Peka Medalu a triumph.

In his debut as a Telugu
hero, Vinodh Kishan
expressed his gratitude to
director Nilgiri and producer
Rakesh Varre for their faith in
him. “I appreciate the media's
unwavering support from the
start of promotions. I urge the
audience to watch and support
the film to ensure its success,”
he concluded confidently.

With innovative promo-
tions and a promising story-
line, Peka Medalu gears up to
captivate audiences when it
releases on July 19th.

Renowned director VN Aditya, celebrated for his
successful films like Manasantha Nuvve and

Nenunnanu, has established himself as a prominent
figure in Tollywood, known for crafting
heartwarming love stories and family entertainers.
With nearly 25 years of industry experience, he
recently announced his latest venture, produced by
Dr. Meenakshi Anipindi under the banner of OMG
Productions. Auditions for his upcoming film took
place in Dallas on Sunday, the 7th of this month,

attracting a diverse array of aspiring actors from
American, Spanish, European, African, Asian, Indian,
Tamil, Kannada and Telugu backgrounds. VN Aditya
expressed his delight at the overwhelming response
from the auditions.
OMG Productions will soon unveil details about the
film's auspicious ceremonies, muhurtam date and
shooting schedule. VN Aditya is gearing up to bring
forth a compelling narrative that promises to
resonate strongly with audiences across various
demographics.

Dulquer
Salmaan’s 
Lucky Baskhar
to release on
September 7

Dulquer Salmaan, an
eminent, widely regarded

multi-lingual actor and one of
the big stars of Indian
cinema, is starring in Lucky
Baskhar, a period drama
narrating the extraordinary
life of a bank cashier from
the late 1980s to the early
1990s. Blockbuster director
Venky Atluri is writing and
directing the film on a
massive scale. Now, the
makers have announced the
movie to release on 7th
September, worldwide. 
The movie has wrapped up
shooting and for the film,
makers have recreated 80's
Mumbai (known as Bombay
back then) in Hyderabad with
some expensive and
extensive sets. Further
makers have constructed a
bank set resembling banks
from the story time period on
an even bigger scale. 
Meenakshi Chaudhary is
playing the leading lady role
and GV Prakash Kumar is
composing the music for the
film. Already-released teasers
and songs have gone viral
and raised expectations for
the film among fans and
movie lovers.
Suryadevara Naga Vamsi and
Sai Soujanya of Sithara
Entertainments and Fortune
Four Cinemas, respectively,
are producing the film and
Srikara Studios is presenting
it. The pan-India film Lucky
Baskhar will be released in
Telugu, Malayalam, Hindi and
Tamil. More details will be
announced by the makers
soon.

Legendary writer V Vijayendra Prasad and
renowned writer Mamidi Hari Krishna unveiled
the first look of Big Hit Productions' upcoming
film, Production No-2 titled Kalinga. The event

marked a significant moment as the team behind
the acclaimed movie Kerosene: A Burnt Truth

presented their next cinematic venture.
Starring Dhruva Vaayu, Pragya Nayan, Deepthi

Kondaveeti and a talented ensemble cast,
Kalinga promises to be a compelling addition to
the lineup of Big Hit Productions. The launch of
the first look garnered attention, highlighting the

anticipation surrounding the film's release.
Further details about the storyline and

production schedule are expected to follow, as
the project moves ahead under the guidance of

seasoned writers and promising talent.

So much action done for
Aadiparvam: Manchu Lakshmi

Trisha Krishnan's
crime thriller
Brinda teaser
unveiled

Trisha Krishnan's upcoming
crime thriller Brinda has

unveiled its teaser, sending chills
down the spine. This highly
anticipated series, slated for
release on August 2nd, features
the acclaimed South Indian star
Trisha Krishnan in a pivotal role.
It promises to captivate
audiences across the nation in
seven languages: Telugu, Tamil,
Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi,
Bengali and Hindi.
Set in a world overshadowed by
darkness, Brinda introduces us to
a character who emerges as a
symbol of hope, embodying the
unyielding determination of a
woman striving for justice. As she
navigates through the murky
underworld of crime, she
unravels profound truths about
courage and resilience. Brace
yourself for an enthralling
narrative that not only keeps you
on the edge of your seat but also
delves into the complexities of
human nature.
Writer and director Surya Vangala
shares his vision for Brinda,
expressing excitement about
collaborating with Sony LIV and
reaching a pan-India audience. He
describes the series as a
compelling blend of suspenseful
plots and unexpected twists that
will challenge viewers'
perspectives. Highlighting a
strong female-driven storyline,
Vangala is delighted to have
Trisha Krishnan bring the
multifaceted character of Brinda
to life, aiming to redefine the
genre and set new standards in
Telugu cinema.
Produced by Adding Advertising
LLP, with screenplay by Surya
Manoj Vangala and Padmavathi
Malladi, Brinda boasts a talented
crew including music director
Shakthikanth Karthik, production
designer Avinash Kolla,
cinematographer Dinesh K Babu,
and editor Anwar Ali. The
ensemble cast features Indrajith
Sukumaran, Jaya Prakash,
Aamani, Ravindra Vijay, Anand
Sami, Rakendu Mouli, among
others, each contributing their
unique talents to enrich the
series.
Mark your calendars for August
2nd to witness Brinda exclusively
on Sony LIV, inviting you to
immerse yourself in a world
where appearances are deceiving.
From shadows to light, this series
promises to keep you enthralled
until the very end, exploring
themes of crime, mystery and
drama with finesse.

Prasanth Varma clarifies amid speculations

‘No targeted dig at anyone’
P

rasanth Varma, director of the anticipat-
ed film HanuMan, addresses recent
speculations about a cryptic post on his

social media, clarifying that it was not aimed
at actor Ranveer Singh. The post, which stat-
ed “one day you realise every rejection was a
blessing in disguise,” sparked rumours due to
the duo’s previous collaboration attempt on
the film Rakshas, which didn’t materialise

reportedly due to creative differences.
Setting the record straight, Varma
explains, “The post was a reflection

on my journey and gratitude for
where it has led me. Rejections

early in my career eventually
paved the way for projects like
HanuMan. It was not directed
at anyone specific.”

The 35-year-old filmmak-
er emphasises that his

social media presence
aims to inspire positivi-

ty, despite the misin-
terpretations that

often arise. “I

refrain from posting frequently due to the
fear of misinterpretation. People tend to con-
nect dots baselessly. My intention is to
inspire, and that sentence was meant as a gen-
eral motivational quote.”

Regarding the fallout with Ranveer Singh
over Rakshas, Varma attributes it solely to
creative differences. “It was a matter of differ-
ing viewpoints on the films’ direction. I hold
great respect for Ranveer as an actor and I
believe he respects my work as well.”

When asked about finding a replacement
for Singh in Rakshas, currently on hold,
Varma states, “I haven’t considered anyone
else at this point. It will take time to revisit
that decision.”

Despite the project’s setback, Varma con-
firms that he and Singh maintain a positive
relationship. “We are in touch and maintain
cordiality. The film didn’t happen, but our
friendship remains intact.”

Prasanth Varma concludes on a positive
note, focusing on his ongoing projects and
emphasising his commitment to delivering
meaningful cinema.

the pioneer
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‘SECURING FINANCE WAS INCREDIBLY

TOUGH IN KALKI 2898 AD’

M
anchu Lakshmi takes on the lead role
in the film Aadiparvam. Co-starring
Shivakanth, Aditya Om, Esther Anil,

Sreejith Ghosh, Venkat Kiran, Satyaprakash,
Suhasini and others, the movie is jointly pro-
duced by Ravula Venkateswara Rao under
Anvika Arts and AEI Entertainments. Directed
by Sanjeev Moggoti, Aadiparvam is set to
release globally in Telugu, Kannada, Hindi,
Tamil and Malayalam as a period drama.

Speaking at the grand trailer launch event
held in Hyderabad, actress Manchu Lakshmi
said, “I did not think that a huge film like
Adiparvam would be completed so soon,
including CG work. Our director, Sanjeev,
made a great effort for this movie. All the team
members worked hard with passion. I spent
the whole last year doing aerial stunts on
ropes. So much action has been taken for this
movie. I have worked in three locations.
Thanks to all the team members at Adiparvam.
We are showing such socio-fantasy stories to
the audience. That is the best of our soil. We
are on this powerful soil, which is the best of
our soil. and we are able to make films with
grounds. Stories with out-of-this-world char-
acters are coming to me. Recently I did a
Yakshini web series. Now I have done
Adiparvam. I can say that Adiparvam will be
liked by all of you.”

Thangalaan trailer announced

T
he trailer for Thangalaan, a period action film star-
ring Chiyaan Vikram and produced by director Pa
Ranjith, is set to release today. Renowned produc-

er KE Gnanavel Raja is backing the project under the
Studio Green Films banner. Parvathy Thiruvothu and
Malavika Mohanan play prominent roles alongside
Vikram in this film based on real events unfolding at the
Kolar Gold Fields. The movie is preparing for a global
theatrical release.

The makers announced the release date of the
Thangalaan trailer. Scheduled for July 10, this announce-
ment follows the enthusiastic reception of the film’s teas-
er. Vikram’s remarkable transformation for Thangalaan
has sparked heightened anticipation for the forthcom-
ing trailer.

VN ADITYA'S AUDITIONS IN DALLAS FOR
NEW FILM GARNER MASSIVE RESPONSE

P
I
C

T
A
L
K



sports 12
HYDERABAD | WEDNESDAY | JULY 10, 2024

PTI n DUBAI

H
ero of India’s
victorious T20 World
Cup campaign,

Jasprit Bumrah added
another feather to his hat
when he was on Tuesday
named the ‘ICC Men’s Player
of the Month for June’.
It was double delight for
India as women’s team vice-
captain Smriti Mandhana
was also named the
‘Women’s Player of the
Month’ by the global body.

Mandhana won her first ICC
Women’s Player of the
Month after playing a
starring role in India’s sweep
over South Africa in the ODI
series last month.
Bumrah came out on top in
the men’s vote from
compatriot Rohit Sharma
and Rahmanullah Gurbaz of
Afghanistan, while
Mandhana won the women’s
award by overcoming
England’s Maia Bouchier and
Sri Lanka’s Vishmi
Gunaratne.

Bumrah, who bagged 15
wickets to be adjudged the
Player-of-the-Tournament
in the T20 global showpiece
last month, also claimed the
Men’s Player of the Month
accolade for June, the ICC
announced.
“I am delighted to be named
the ICC Men’s Player of the
Month for June,” Bumrah
said in the ICC statement.
“It’s a special honour for me
following a memorable few
weeks spent in the USA and
West Indies. We have had a

lot to celebrate as a team, and
I’m delighted to be able to
add this personal accolade to
the list.”
The 30-year-old was at his
dependable best in the USA
and Caribbean and bowled
at an average of 8.26, at an
astonishing economy rate of
4.17. He joined Virat Kohli
(a two-time winner in his
own right) as India players to
claim the Men’s T20 World
Cup Player of the
Tournament award.
India were the first team to

win the men’s T20 World
Cup without losing a game
all tournament.
Barring a washout against
Canada in the first round,
the Rohit Sharma-led India
went on to win all eight
matches they played in the
tournament.
“To perform as well as we
did at the tournament and
lift the trophy at the end is
incredibly special, and I will
carry those memories with
me forever,” Bumrah said.
“I wish to congratulate my

captain Rohit Sharma and
Rahmanullah Gurbaz for
their excellent performances
in the same period, and I am
humbled to have been
chosen as the winner.”
In the women’s game,
Mandhana set the tone with
a commanding 117 in the
first outing in Bengaluru.
Despite an early stutter by
the hosts in which they fell
to 99 for five, Mandhana
remained resolute, and
benefitted from some lower
order resistance to guide
India to a formidable score
of 265 from their 50 overs,
which proved far beyond the
Proteas.
Mandhana went one better
in the second match, hitting
her second successive
century and top scoring in a
game that saw 646 runs in
total. The opener blitzed the
South African bowling
attack, smashing 136 in 120
balls and in tandem with her
captain Harmanpreet Kaur,
posted just enough to see off
the resurgent visitors. She
came close to sealing a hat-
trick of hundreds in the final
outing, falling agonizingly
on 90 in a stylish effort that
ensured India recorded a
comfortable victory to close
out the series.
During the period,
Mandhana recorded 343
runs at an average of 114.33,
with a strike rate of over 100,
earning her the Player of the
Series award.
“I’m really glad to have won
the ICC Women’s Player of
the Month for June. I’m
really happy with the way the
team has performed and I’m
happy to have contributed.
For us, we won the ODI and
the Test series and hopefully
we can continue our form
and I can further contribute
to win more matches for
India,” Mandhana said. 

PTI n HARARE

India will find it tough to choose
between Yashasvi Jaiswal’s

seemingly effortless flamboyance
and Abhishek Sharma’s uber-cool
aggression at the top when they
rejig their combination to make
space for World Cup-winning
squad members in the third T20
International against Zimbabwe
here on Wednesday.
The arrival of Jaiswal, Sanju
Samson and Shivam Dube, all of
whom were part of the main team
during the title-winning run last
month, gives the Indian team a
formidable look in the most
important game of the series as
visitors look to press home the
advantage after the booster shot of
a series-levelling 100-run victory
in the second match.
Abhishek, the left-handed opener,
did enough to live up to his pre-
series hype with a 46-ball century
in only his second game and did
look the part opening the innings.
However, Jaiswal, with a handsome
strike rate of 161 plus in 17 T20I
matches, including a hundred and
four half-centuries, does have the
first claim to be skipper Shubman
Gill’s opening partner by virtue of
being the reserve opener of the
first-choice T20 team.
Although rare but it is not

uncommon for batters to be
dropped in the very next match
after a milestone innings.
Case in point were Manoj Tiwary,
immediately after his maiden ODI
hundred against the West Indies in
2011, and Karun Nair after his
triple hundred in a Test match
against England in 2016.
But skipper Gill is unlikely to let
that happen with his best friend
since their U-14 days and someone
who scored his first international
ton with a willow borrowed from
the former.
So, it could well be a case of one of
the two southpaws batting at one
drop. Sanju Samson, who normally
bats at No. 3 for Rajasthan Royals,
might come in at No.5, while
Ruturaj Gaikwad, who batted at
No.3, will probably drop down a
place to No.4.
As far as the changes in the playing
eleven are concerned, Jaiswal is
likely to replace B Sai Sudharsan,
who was selected only for the first
two games.
Samson will come in place of

Dhruv Jurel, who had a good
outing behind the stumps.
Dube, the only player who was a
part of T20 World Cup playing XI,
is likely to walk in to replace Riyan
Parag. The imposing batter could
be an even bigger nemesis for the
Zimbabwean spinners during the
back-10.
As far as Zimbabwe is concerned,
their batting has left a lot to be
desired with scores of 115 while
batting first and 134 in the second
essay chasing 235.
On the Harare Sports Club track
where there is a bit of extra bounce
available for the spinners, Ravi
Bishnoi (6/24 from 8 overs) and
Washington Sundar (3/39 in 8
overs) have proved to be
unplayable at times.
Bishnoi, who normally bowls 20 to
22 googlies in his 24 balls per
match, has varied his pace
brilliantly and with home skipper
Sikandar Raza being kept quiet, the
other batters haven’t looked good
enough to counter the Indian
bowling attack. The 13-run shock

defeat in the opener was a timely
wake-up call for the young visiting
side and it did well to play without
five specialist bowlers in the
second game where batting first
became an advantage.
For skipper Gill, a good score
would be a necessity after two dry
games and he is just too good a
player to fail thrice. That could
prove to be an ominous sign for the
home team bowlers, who don’t
have even one guy with express
pace.
In a nutshell, it could be another
one-sided game.
TEAMS (FROM)
India: Shubman Gill (captain),
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Abhishek
Sharma, Ruturaj Gaikwad, Sanju
Samson (wk), Shivam Dube, Rinku
Singh, Washington Sundar, Ravi
Bishnoi, Avesh Khan, Mukesh
Kumar, Riyan Parag, Dhruv Jurel,
Khaleel Ahmed, Tushar
Deshpande.
Zimbabwe: Sikandar Raza
(captain), Faraz Akram, Brian
Bennett, Johnathan Campbell,
Tendai Chatara, Luke Jongwe,
Innocent Kaia, Clive Madande,
Wessly Madhevere, Tadiwanashe
Marumani, Wellington
Masakadza, Brandon Mavuta,
Blessing Muzarabani, Dion Myers,
Antum Naqvi, Richard Ngarava,
Milton Shumba.

PTI n SYDNEY 

David Warner has
declared his

international career a
“closed chapter” but at the
same time, the Australian
batting great won’t mind
padding up in the
Champions Trophy next
year should he be selected,
something that has been
described as an
“emergency option” by his
ODI captain Pat
Cummins.
Warner retired from ODIs
after Australia’s World
Cup-winning run in
November last year, while
his last Test was against
Pakistan in January. His
final T20I came against
India on June 24 at the
shortest format’s recently-
concluded global
showpiece .
“Chapter closed!! It’s been
an unbelievable experience
to play at the highest level
for such a long period.
Australia was my team.
The majority of my career
was at the international
level. It’s been an honour to
be able to do this. 100+
games in all formats is my
highlight,” Warner wrote
in an Instagram post on
Monday.
“I will continue to play
franchise cricket for a
while, and I am also open
to playing for Australia in
the Champions trophy if
selected,” he added.
This is not the first time
that Warner has shown
interest in playing the 50-
over tournament. Even
while announcing his
ODI and Test retirement
in January, he had said
he’d be open to playing
the Champions Trophy,
which is set to return after
an eight-year hiatus in
Pakistan next year.
Back in January when Pat
Cummins was asked
about Warner’s return for
the Champions Trophy,
Cummins had said “I
think it’s probably time to

give some others a crack
[in ODIs], but knowing
that he’s going to still be
playing cricket.”
“So it might be more of a
kind of break glass in an
emergency option. But,
you know, David is going
to be scoring runs
somewhere in the world.
So you never quite know
that this is (the end).”
Reflecting on his
illustrious career, Warner,
who retired as Australia’s
highest scorer and
seventh-most prolific
batter in the world in T20
format with 3,277 runs
from 110 matches at an
average of 33.43 and
strike rate of 142.47,
thanked his family, fans
and teammates.
“For all the cricket fans
out there, I truly hope I
have entertained you and
changed cricket,
especially tests, in a way
where we scored a bit
faster than others. We
cannot do what we love
without the fans, so
thanks.
“I want to say thanks to
everyone out there who
has made this possible.
My wife and my girls, who
sacrificed so much, thank
you for all your support.
No person will ever know
what we’ve been through.
From 112 Tests, he has
scored 8,786 runs at an
average of 44.59 with 26
hundreds and 37 fifties
between 2011 and 2024.
He also scored 6,932 runs
from 161 ODI matches at
an average of 45.30 with
the help of 22 centuries
and 33 half centuries.
“To the players and staff,
thanks for putting up with
me. No more what’s app
junk, your ears are now
going to be free of my
voice. This team has had
unbelievable success the
Last few years and long
may this continue. Pat
cummins, Andrew old
Mac and staff have got
this,” he added. 

Retired Warner says 
he is open to play Champions
Trophy next year 

BUMRAH, MANDHANA NAMED 
ICC PLAYER OF MONTH FOR JUNE

PTI n HARARE

India batter Ruturaj
Gaikwad knows well that it

will be “tough” and “hard” to
replace retired Virat Kohli at
number three spot in T20Is
and said he is just focusing on
making valuable
contributions with the bat in
whatever position the team
leadership deems fit.
The retirement of Kohli,
skipper Rohit Sharma and
all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja
from the shortest format
following the T20 World Cup
triumph has opened the
doors for the upcoming
players and Gaikwad is one
such talented batter who has
the potential to seal the No. 3
spot.
“This is a big topic and I
think it’s not the right point
to think about it. To even
compare with him (Kohli) or
try to fill in his shoes is
relatively very tough and very

hard,” Gaikwad said on the
eve of the third T20I against
Zimbabwe.
“As I had said in the IPL as
well, it is difficult to fill my
best shoes as well. Definitely,
you want to start your career,
you want to start the way you
want, you want to play your
own game. So that’s the
priority right now.
“Focus on one game, focus on
how you can contribute
towards the team in
whichever position you play
and make sure you are on the
winning side more often than
not.”
Gaikwad has batted at No. 3
position for India in the first
two T20Is against Zimbabwe
but the Pune-born cricketer
said he has no preference and
will bat wherever the team
requires him.
“No, wherever the team
wants, I will bat there. There
is no problem. There is not
much difference between the

opening and the number 3
because you have to play the
new ball. So there is not
much difference,” he said.
Gaikwad led the Chennai
Super Kings in the IPL this
year and he said captaincy
has made him to get more
involved in the game though
it didn’t make any difference
to his batting.
“Actually, to be honest,
nothing has changed much.
Because my batting has been
the same as before. I have to
play with responsibility and
try and finish it on my own,”
he said.
“It’s just that the way you look
at the game, I think every
time you are more involved
now in the game since you
have captained the IPL
franchise for a long period of
time. 
“So you tend to be into the
game for a longer period of
time instead of just staying in
the boundary outside and just

focusing on one ball. As I
said, batting wise it’s not
made much difference.”
Young opener Abhishek
Sharma had spoken about
how Gaikwad helped him in
“keeping perspective” as he
went hammer and tongs to
blast a match-winning 47-
ball 100 in the second T20I.
“Actually, communication is
not from a senior player,”
Gaikwad said.
“It comes from a batting
partner because obviously
with non-strikers you feel
something about a particular
bowler or particular
conditions and you have to
have that confidence to go
and share with your partner
whatever you feel and what
are the right options, what to
do in certain situations.
“Definitely this is something
which I have been doing it
being part of all the teams
whether state team, IPL team
or Indian team as well...” 

It will be tough to fill Kohli’s
shoes, says Gaikwad

SLC denies report of drinking
party inside team hotel during
recent T20 World Cup
PTI n COLOMBO

The Sri Lankan Cricket
Board on Tuesday

described a media report which
claimed that its players were
involved in a drinking party
inside team hotel during the
recent T20 World Cup as
“entirely false, fabricated, and
baseless”. A weekend
newspaper had on July 7
claimed that the Sri Lankan
players had a drinking party
inside the team hotel before the
match against South Africa,
which the islanders lost by six
wickets in New York on June 3.
“Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC)
wishes to issue the following
clarification regarding an
inaccurate article titled
‘Drinking Party Inside Team
Hotel Before South Africa
Match?’ published in a
weekend newspaper on July
7th and subsequently
circulated on social media.
“SLC categorically and strongly

refutes the contents of the
article and confirms that no
such incidents, as described,
have occurred. Therefore, SLC
states unequivocally that the
news report is entirely false,
fabricated, and baseless,” the
SLC said in a statement.
Sri Lanka secured only one
victory at the T20 World Cup,
defeating the Netherlands. The
islanders were eliminated in the
group stage as they finished
third after losing to South
Africa and Bangladesh, while
their game against Nepal was
washout out. 
“We vehemently believe that
such false reporting unfairly
damages the reputation of Sri
Lanka Cricket, its officials, and
the players,” the SLC added.
“In light of the said false
allegations, Sri Lanka Cricket
has requested that the
respective newspaper publish a
‘Right of Reply’ to address and
rectify the damage caused to Sri
Lanka Cricket.” 

Focus on Jaiswal’s batting position as stronger
India ready to make statement against Zimbabwe 
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