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June 25:

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

he Narendra  Modi
Government on Friday
decided, through a Gazette
notification, to observe June
25 — the day the Emergency
was declared in 1975 by then

Prime  Minister Indira
Gandhi — as “Samvidhaan
Hatya Diwas” to

commemorate the “massive
contributions” of those who
endured the inhuman pains
of that period.

Announcing this, Home
Minister Amit Shah said the
observance of “Samvidhaan
Hatya Diwas” will help keep
the eternal flame of
individual freedom and the
defence of the democracy
alive in every Indian, thus
preventing “dictatorial
forces” like the Congress
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from  “repeating  those
horrors”.
The gazette notification

issued on Friday by the
Union Home Ministry notes
that Emergency was declared
on June 25, 1975, following
which there was “gross abuse
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It is also a day to pay homage to each
and every person who suffered due to
the excesses of the Emergency, a
Congress unleashed dark phase of

Indian history

— Narendra Modi
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of power by the Government
of the day and people of

India were subjected to
excesses and atrocities”.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said ‘Samvidhaan Hatya
Diwas’ will serve as a
reminder of what happened

Samvidhaan Hatya 'Diw&’é*

S

when the 5
Constitution ~ was

trampled over. “It is also a day
to pay homage to each and
every person who suffered
due to the excesses of the
Emergency, a  Congress
unleashed dark phase of
Indian history;” said Modi.

The people of India have
abiding faith in the
Constitution and the power
of its resilient democracy, it
said. “Therefore,
Government  of  India
declares June 25 as
‘Samvidhaan Hatya Diwas’ to
pay tribute to all those who
suffered and fought against
the gross abuse of power
during the period of
Emergency to recommit the
people of India to not
support in any manner such
gross abuse of power, in
future,” said the notification.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

aking a swipe at the

Centres  decision on
“Samvidhaan Hatya Diwas’,
the Congress said from now
on, every year on November 8,
the day when demonetisation
was announced in 2016, the
people of India will celebrate
“Aqjivika Hatya Diwas” and a
gazette notification will also
be issued soon.
Congress chief spokesman
Jairam Ramesh said the move
is yet another headline

Gongress calls for 'Aajivika Hatya Diwas'

grabbing exercise in
hypocrisy by the non-
biological Prime Minister
who has imposed an
undeclared Emergency for
ten long years before the
people of India handed him a
decisive personal, political,
and moral defeat on June 4,

Three recent laws
were passed when a
large number of MPs
were suspended. We
do not support
Emergency....(but)

who has subjected the
Constitution of India and its
principles,  values, and
institutions to systematic
assault. This is a non-
biological PM  whose
ideological  parivar  had

rejected the Constitution of
India in November 1949 on

democracy means only
demo-kursi;” the Congress
leader said. West Bengal Chief
Minister and TMC supremo
Mamata Banerjee said times
associated with Emergency
were being seen most during
the tenure of Modi.

The West Bengal CM said no

Procedure(CrPC) and the
Indian Evidence Act”.

“It was passed when a large
number of MPs were
suspended. We do not
support Emergency....(but)
charity begins at home,” she
asserted. Another Opposition
leader and a Rajya Sabha MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi sought
to know from Home Minister
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SC grants

The Supreme Court on
Friday granted interim
bail to Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal in a money
laundering case lodged by
the ED in the alleged excise
policy scam but he will
remain in jail as the CBI had
later arrested him in a related
matter.

The top court said it is up to
Kejriwal to decide if he
should continue as Chief
Minister. “We are conscious
of the fact that Arvind
Kejriwal is an elected leader;”
a bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta
said while also noting that

Kejriwal ~ has  suffered
incarceration for over 90
days.

It also referred the questions
pertaining to legality of his

relief to
Kejriwal in ED case

PTI W NEW DELHI

referred to a larger bench,
Kejriwal be released on
interim bail.

The top court framed three
questions related to power,
necessity of arrest under
section 19 of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
and policy of arrest by the
ED. It said Kejriwal will be
released on interim bail in
terms of the conditions in
the order of May 10.

While releasing Kejriwal on
interim bail on May 10 for
electioneering during the
recently concluded Lok
Sabha polls, the top court
had imposed conditions on
him that he will not visit his
office  or the Delhi
Secretariat  during  the
tenure of his interim bail.
Besides imposing slew of
conditions, it had asked
Kejriwal to not sign any

2024 — which will go down
in history as ModiMukti
Diwas.

“This is a non-biological PM

charity begins at
home.
— Mamata Banerjee

the grounds
derive
Manusmriti.

inspiration

biological PM for whom

that it did not
from
This is a non-

Code of

one was consulted when “the
three recent laws replaced the
Indian Penal Code (IPC),

Amit Shah whether he is arrest in the Enforcement official file unless

aware that emergency was Directorate (ED) case to a absolutely necessary to

applied on basis of a larger bench. The court said obtain the Lieutenant

constitutional availability of | since the matter is concerned ~Governor’s sanction during

the clause to declare with the right to life and the the 21-day interim bail
Criminal ~emergency. issue of arrest has been period.
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Ex-Andhra CM
Jagan hooked
in attempt to
murder case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI/HYDERABAD

Andhra Pradesh police
registered an “attempt to
murder” case against former
Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy, two senior IPS
officers and two retired
officials, following a
complaint lodged by a TDP
MLA, an official said on
Friday.

The complaint was lodged by
the ruling party’s Undi MLA
K Raghurama Krishna Raju,
who was a YSRCP Lok Sabha
MP between 2019 and 2024
but had a fallout with Reddy
at an early stage.

Besides Reddy, police booked
senior IPS officers PV Sunil
Kumar and PSR
Sitaramanjaneyulu and
retired police officer R Vijay
Paul and former Guntur
Government General
Hospital superintendent G
Prabhavati, the official said.
Vijay Paul and Prabhavati
have superannuated. Raju, a
former MP, also alleged that
he was subjected to “custodial
torture,” the official added.
Police booked the five
accused persons under IPC
Sections 120 B, 166, 167, 197,
307, 326, 465 and 506 read
with 34.

Police invoked the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) as the case
is three years old. The case
was booked at Nagarampalem
police station in Guntur.

TDP leader Raju’s 2021 arrest
case came to the fore in
Andhra Pradesh after he
lodged a complaint against
Reddy and some officials over
it on June 10. He accused the
former CM and the senior
officials of “plotting” a
criminal “conspiracy” against

IAS officer tantrums spark row, faces probe

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI
he Centre has initiated a

thorough probe into the
induction of probationary IAS
officer Puja Khedkar, who is at the
centre of a controversy over alleged
misuse of power and privileges, and
that her services may be terminated.
They said all documents presented
by her to secure her candidature in
the Civil Services examination and
then for selection in the service will
be re-examined by a single-member
commiittee constituted by the Centre
on Thursday.
“The officer may be terminated from
the service if found guilty. She may
face criminal charges also in case she
is found to have misrepresented a
fact or done any sort of manipulation
in documents relied upon for her
selection,” sources said.
Khedkar, a 2023 batch Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) officer,
is under probation and currently
posted in her home cadre
Maharashtra.
The 34-year-old officer is in the eye
of storm over for allegedly misusing
the disability and Other Backward
Class quota to secure a position in
the IAS.
The single-member probe
committee of Manoj Kumar
Dwivedi, Additional Secretary in the
Department of Personnel and
Training, has been asked to submit
its report within two weeks, the
sources said.
In the meantime, Khedkar had on
Thursday assumed her new role as
Assistant Collector at the Washim
District Collectorate in the Vidarbha
region after being transferred from

Probationary IAS officer Puja Khedkar

Pune where she allegedly bullied
everyone around and also placed a
red beacon atop her private Audi (a
luxury sedan) car.

Khedkar has been under intense
scrutiny for allegedly manipulating
benefits under the physical
disabilities category and OBC quota
to secure her position in the Indian
Administrative Service.

The controversial officer was
shunted out to Washim after Pune
District Collector Suhas Diwase
wrote to State Additional Chief
Secretary Nitin Gadre requesting
him to consider giving a posting to
Khedkar in another district to avoid
“administrative complications”.
Diwase had sought action against
Khedkar for her behaviour, including
alleged aggressive treatment of
junior staft, illegal occupation of the
ante-chamber ~ of  Additional
Collector Ajay More, and violations
pertaining to sporting a red beacon

on the Audi and flashing it during
the day, among others.

Also, a video showing Khedkar’s
mother threatening a group of men
with a gun has gone viral has added
to the woes of the controversial
bureaucrat. A Pune Rural police
official later in the evening said a
probe would begin to ascertain facts,
including if she possessed a licence
for the firearm.

An official said the incident in the
video was about a land parcel bought
by Puja’s father Dilip khedkar, a
retired Maharashtra Government
officer, in Dhadwali village in Pune’s
Mulshi tehsil. Locals had claimed the
Khedkars had encroached on the
land of neighbouring farmers.

The two-minute video shows
Khedkar’s mother  Manorama
Khedkar, accompanied by her
security guards, engaged in a heated
argument with the neighbours.
Manorama can be seen yelling at a
man with a pistol in her hand. She
walks up to him and waves the gun
in his face before concealing it in her
hand.

“We have taken cognisance of the
video that is circulating on social
media platforms. Once facts are
ascertained, we will start a probe. We
will investigate if Manorama has a
licence for the firearm,” a senior
Pune Rural police official said.

In connection with the episode,
farmer Kuldeep Pasalkar claimed
Manorama was forcefully trying to
usurp his land. “She has been
threatening other farmers as well.
She visited my plot along with some
security guards and started
threatening us while holding a
fircarm in her hand, Pasalkar
alleged.
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Modl announces projects
honanza for Mumbai

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Narendra

Modi will visit Mumbai
on Saturday and launch,
dedicate to the nation and lay
foundation stone for multiple
projects worth more than
329, 400 crore. The projects
are related to road, railways
and ports sector, it was
announced here on Friday.
Giving details, officials said
Modi will lay the foundation
stone for Thane Borivali
Tunnel Project worth 316,600
crore. This Twin Tube Tunnel
between Thane and Borivali
alignment will be passing

below  Sanjay = Gandhi
National Park which will
create direct connection

between Western Express
Highway at Borivali side and
Thane Ghodbander Road at
Thane side.

Total length of the project is
11.8 km. It will reduce the
journey from Thane to

Borivali by 12 km with a
saving of about 1 hour in
travel time.

Modi will lay the foundation
stone for tunnel work at
Goregaon Mulund Link
Road (GMLR) Project worth
over Rs. 6,300 crore. The

GMLR  envisages road
connectivity from Western
Express Highway at

Goregaon to Eastern Express
Highway at Mulund. The
total length of the GMLR is
approximately 6.65 km and

will provide direct
connectivity for Western
suburbs with the New

proposed airport at Navi
Mumbai and Pune Mumbai
Expressway.

The Prime Minister will also
lay the foundation stone for
Kalyan Yard Remodelling
and Gati Shakti Multi Modal
Cargo Terminal at Turbhe in
Navi Mumbai. Kalyan Yard
will help in the segregation of
long distance and suburban
tratfic.

LoP Rahul Gandhi
calls US Veep Hanpis

PNS B NEW DELHI

eader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha

Rahul Gandhi and US Vice President
Kamala Harris had a telephonic
conversation on Thursday, sources said.
Though the specifics of the conversation
were not known, this comes in the run-
up to the US presidential polls later this

ear.

yl"here is talk in Democratic party circles
that Harris, who is of Indian and African
heritage, could step in as a challenger to
Donald Trump as questions remain over
whether President Joe Biden should

continue as the . -
nominee for the

November 5
presidential ‘M

election. ISR T~y

A defiant Biden has r”

insisted that he is

“determined” and

fit to seek re- .id {

election and defeat
his Republican rival Trump.

Harris, 59, is the first woman, the first
Black American, and the first South
Asian American to be elected as US Vice
President in 2020.

Meanwhile, Biden on Thursday said his
deputy, Harris, is “qualified” to lead the
country. At a high-stake Press conference
here on Thursday, Biden said, “From the
very beginning, I made no bones about
that. She is qualified to be the president.
That’s why I picked her”

When asked about the reasons for this,
he said “Firstly because of the way she’s
handled the issue of freedom of women’s
bodies, to have control of their bodies
and secondly, her ability to handle
almost any issue on the board”

Seven Indians missing

Textiles queen takes eco-friendly turn

him.

after landslide in Nepal

PTI W KATHMANDU

t least seven Indian

nationals are among over
60 passengers who are
believed to be missing after
two buses were swept away by
a landslide and pushed into a
swollen river in Nepal early
Friday, officials said.
The two buses carrying 65
passengers went missing in the
Trishuli River in the landslides
at Simaltal area along the
Narayanghat-Mugling road in
Chitwan district, myRepublica
news portal reported quoting
officials.
Chief District Officer of
Chitwan, Indradev Yadav,
confirmed the incident.

to Yadav, the

According
Kathmandu-bound Angel bus
and Ganpati Deluxe, en route
to Gaur from the Capital, met
with the accident at around
3:30 am. Twenty-four people

were onboard the bus
travelling to Kathmandu and
41 on the bus travelling to
Gaur, police said.

ARCHANA JYOTI B NEW DELHI

Silk industry — the Indian
queen of textiles — is
embracing a transformative
shift towards eco-
friendliness! Indian
researchers have for the first
time identified eco-friendly
solvents to replace the
hazardous chemicals
traditionally used in silk
protein extraction processes
that not only promises to
revolutionise silk production
but also addresses pressing
concerns related to
environmental impact and
human health associated with
conventional methods.

Traditionally, chemicals such
as sodium carbonate, sodium
hydroxide, sulfuric acid, and
lithium bromide have been

integral to the extraction of
silk proteins from raw silk
fibers.  However, these
chemicals not only are health
hazardous for those involved
in the process but also
contribute to carbon
emissions and environmental
pollution as the chemicals are
released in the water.

In response to these
challenges, the research team
led by Dr Kamatchi

Sankaranarayan at Institute of
Advanced Study in Science
and Technology (IASST)
Guwahati, an autonomous
institute of Department of
Science &  Technology
explored Ionic Liquids (ILs)
as sustainable alternatives.

Tonic Liquids are salts that
remain in a liquid state at
relatively low temperatures

and are known for their low
toxicity and ability to dissolve
a wide range of materials.
This study, published in
Chemistry Select by Wiley

Publishers, marks a
significant advancement in
sustainable silk processing.

The researchers identified

four ILs that effectively
extract silk proteins from
both mulberry (Bombyx
mori) and non-mulberry silks
such as Muga (Antheraea
assamensis) and Eri
(Philosamia ricini), which are
native to Northeast India.
Among these ILs, 1-Butyl-3-

methylimidazolium chloride
(BMIM.CI), 1-ethyl-3-
methylimidazolium
tetrafluoroborate
(EMIM.BF4), and
Tetraethylammonium
bromide (TEAB) showed
particularly promising results.
TEAB, in particular,
demonstrated the ability to
efficiently destabilise sericin
proteins while preserving the
integrity of silk fibroin,
essential for maintaining the
quality and strength of the
silk fibers, said Dr
Sankaranarayan. This
breakthrough not only aligns
with global efforts to combat
climate change but also
highlights India’s
commitment to sustainable
development in its industrial
practices.
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600 children reeewe cvcles |n guvernment initiative

PNS : JAMSHEDPUR

held at the Jamshedpur

Block Headquarters,
cycles were ceremoniously
distributed to 600 children
from 16 schools spanning
four assembly constituencies,
under the state government's
ambitious cycle distribution
scheme. The event saw the
presence of notable digni-
taries including Honorable
MLAs Saryu Rai from
Jamshedpur East, Mangal
Kalindi from Jugsalai, and
Sanjeev Sardar from Potka.
Also in attendance were Zila
Parishad President  Bari
Murmu, Vice President
Pankaj, and members Kavita
Parmar, Dr. Paritosh Singh,

In a vibrant ceremony

and Purnima Mallick. Local
leadership was represented
by Block Pramukh Pani
Soren, Deputy Pramukh Shiv
Charan Hansda, along with
various Mukhiyas, Panchayat
Samiti, and Ward members.
The event was graced by
top district officials including

District Magistrate cum
Deputy Commissioner
Ananya  Mittal, Deputy

Development Commissioner
Manish Kumar, PD ITDA
Dipankar Chaudhary, District
Welfare Officer Rajendra
Gupta, CO Manoj Kumar, and
BDO Sudha Verma.

In addition to the distribu-
tion of cycles, 75 goats were
handed out to 15 beneficiar-
ies under the Chief Minister's
Pashudhan Yojana, and foot-

ball sports kits were distrib-
uted to all 55 panchayats,
highlighting the multifaceted
approach of the govern-
ment’s support schemes.

In his address, Honorable

MLA Saryu Rai emphasized
the government's vision to
alleviate the financial bur-
dens on the needy and
strengthen the economic
foundation at the grassroots

level through asset distribu-
tion. He highlighted how
such initiatives generate cap-
ital at the ground level, aid-
ing in livelihood improve-
ment.

Bari Murmu, Zila
Parishad President, encour-
aged beneficiaries to be
aware and take full advan-
tage of the schemes designed
to uplift their economic sta-
tus. She reassured that the
government’s initiatives are
inclusive, aiming to henefit
all sections of society.

MLA Sanjeev Sardar from
Potka highlighted the diverse
range of state government
schemes aimed at employ-
ment generation, economic
empowerment of women,
and financial support for

youth education. He stressed
the commitment of public
representatives to ensure
effective on-ground imple-
mentation of these schemes.

Jugsalai MLA Mangal
Kalindi spoke about the
Sarvajan Pension Scheme,
noting how it has simplified
access to pension benefits for
the elderly and women. He
urged Panchayat representa-
tives to recommend key pub-
lic welfare schemes in their
Gram Sabhas, ensuring that
development benefits reach
all villagers.

The ceremony was a tes-
tament to the state govern-
ment's dedication to uplifting
its citizens through compre-
hensive and inclusive devel-
opment initiatives.

Jharkhand 02

Sanitation Workers honoured
with Hygiene Rits in Bokaro

PNS : BOKARO
Under the  Swachhata
Pakhwada-2024 initiative,

329 sanitation workers of
Chas Municipal Corporation
were provided with hygiene
kits, courtesy of ONGC CBM
Asset Bokaro. The event was
organized by the Handicraft
Development Institute.

The event's chief guest
was Chas Municipal
Commissioner Anant Kumar.
Distinguished guests includ-
ed CGM Support Manager
Balveer Singh, Assistant
Municipal ~ Commissioner
Mukti Kidro, Chief General

Manager of Human
Resources Dayanand
Kalundia, CSR General

Manager Aman Kandulana,
and HR Officer Avigardling
Deepkarao. The hygiene kits,
consisting of helmets, jumbo
boots, jackets, hand gloves,
and serrated brooms, were
distributed to all 329 sanita-
tion workers. Anant Kumar
congratulated and extended
best wishes to the ONGC
team and the Handicraft
Development Institute for this
noble effort. Following the
distribution of the kits, all
guests participated in a tree
plantation drive in the Chas
Municipal Corporation prem-
ises. The ceremony saw the
attendance of several munic-
ipal officials, city mission
managers, and over 330 san-
itation workers.

Manipal Academy of Higher Education
inaugurates ‘Academlc Block® at TMH

PNS : JAMSHEDPUR
Manipal Tata Medical College
(MTMC) achieved a signifi-
cant milestone today with the
inauguration of its new
MTMC Academic Block locat-
ed at the Tata Main Hospital
(TMH) OPD Block on the sec-
ond floor. This state-of-the-
art facility aims to provide
MTMC students with practi-
cal training opportunities in a
simulated clinical environ-
ment, enhancing their skills
and preparing them for
careers in the medical field.
The inauguration ceremo-
ny was honored by the pres-
ence of Senior
Superintendent of Police,
East Singhbhum, Kishor
Kaushal, IPS, who served as
the Chief Guest, and Civil
Surgeon, East Singhbhum,
Dr. Jujhar Majhi, as the Guest
of Honour. Also in attendance
were officials from MTMC,
including the Dean and rep-
resentatives from TMH.

Speaking at the event,
Kishor Kaushal highlighted
MTMC's role in fostering
excellence in education,
research, and patient care,
emphasizing its potential to
make a significant impact on
healthcare standards in
Jamshedpur and beyond.

Dr. Jujhar Majhi under-
scored the importance of the
MTMC Academic Block in
providing a conducive learn-
ing environment for students
to develop essential clinical

skills under expert guidance.

The Dean of MTMC
expressed his pride in the
new facility, stating it repre-
sents a commitment to pro-
viding world-class medical
education and training to stu-
dents.

In a parallel initiative,
Tata Steel's Nest-In initiative
successfully completed the
construction of a modern
rooftop OPD spanning 31,605
sq.ft over an existing G+1
building wusing advanced

LGSF (Light Gauge Steel
Framing) technology. This
achievement, completed in
just nine months despite
monsoon challenges, under-
scores Tata Steel's commit-
ment to sustainable construc-
tion practices while enhanc-
ing healthcare infrastructure.

Plans are also underway
to construct a 1,35,000 sq.ft
indoor facility, further
demonstrating Tata Steel's
dedication to expanding
healthcare and educational
infrastructure in the region.

MTMC, a constituent unit
of Manipal Academy of
Higher Education (MAHE), is
recognized for its commit-
ment to excellence in medical
education and healthcare
services. Located in
Jamshedpur, MTMC offers
MBBS and Allied Health
Sciences programs with a
focus on providing compre-
hensive training and academ-
ic support to future health-
care professionals.

ONGC’s investment will help India become
‘Atmanirbhar’ III Energy: Explained - How and Why?

BY SRIJAN KISHORE AND
VAIDEHI VYAS

ONGC's recent 2 lakh crore
investment in renewable
energy and green hydrogen
projects aligns with India’s
broader climate objectives.
During his last tenure, Prime
Minister Modi announced
India's commitment to
achieving Net Zero emissions
by 2070 at the COP26 sum-
mit in Glasgow. This ambi-
tious target necessitates
transitioning from fossil fuels
to renewable energy
sources, and we look at
ONGC's recent investment as
a crucial component of this
transition.
Rationale of the Investment

Renewable Energy
Capacity: ONGC's commit-
ment to adding 5 GW of
renewable energy capacity
by 2030 and an additional 1
GW by 2038 directly sup-
ports the government's tar-
get of 450 GW of renewable
energy capacity by 2030.
This includes solar and wind
energy investment, which
are critical gears of India's
renewable energy strategy.

Green Hydrogen and
Ammonia Projects: The mas-
sive investment in green
hydrogen and ammonia
projects align with the
National Hydrogen Mission,
launched in 2021, which
aims to make India a global
hub for green hydrogen pro-
duction and export.
Key Measures

The planned offset of 9
million tonnes of carbon
emissions through renew-
able energy and green
hydrogen projects will lower
ONGC's carbon footprint,
contributing to the national
goal of reducing greenhouse
gas emissions. Further, by
addressing direct (Scope 1)
and indirect (Scope 2) emis-
sions, ONGC intends to
ensure comprehensive
reduction strategies, which
are equally important for
our fight against climate
change and sustainability.

Lowering Carbon Emissions

ONGC’s goal of achieving
net-zero carbon emissions by
2038 through various clean
energy projects contributes
to the national agenda of
reducing carbon intensity.
This is essential for meeting
India’s commitments under
the Paris Agreement, which
includes reducing emissions
intensity of GDP by 33-35%
from 2005 levels by 2030.
Intervention of Technology
to Eliminate Gas Flaring

The Investment of Rs
5,000 crore to cut gas flaring
to zero by 2030 reflects a
strategic move to improve
environmental performance.
Gas flaring is a significant
source of methane emis-
sions, potent greenhouse
gases with a global warming
potential significantly higher
than carbon dioxide.
Integration of Offshore
Wind Energy

Investing in offshore wind
turbines to generate 0.5 GW
of electricity by 2030 and
doubling it by 2035 is a
strategic step towards lever-
aging India’s vast coastline
for renewable energy pro-
duction.
Contribution to the National
Hydrogen Mission

The National Hydrogen
Mission aims to produce 5
million tonnes of green
hydrogen annually by 2030,
reducing dependence on fos-
sil fuels and promoting clean
energy alternatives. We
strongly believe that ONGC'’s
investment in green hydro-
gen will play a crucial role in
achieving these targets.
Economic and Employment
Opportunities

The transition to renew-
able energy and green
hydrogen will generate sig-
nificant economic and
employment opportunities.
The renewable energy sector
is labour-intensive, and
large-scale projects will cre-
ate more and more jobs in
manufacturing, installation,
and maintenance.
Linkage with Modi 3.0

Government’s Stance, Plans
and Vision

First of all, India is a sig-
natory to the Global Methane
Pledge, which aims to
reduce global methane emis-
sions by 30% from 2020 by
2030. ONGC's efforts to elim-
inate gas flaring directly
support this pledge, enhanc-
ing India's credibility in
global climate initiatives.
Secondly, the Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy
(MNRE) has outlined policies
to promote offshore wind
energy, with a potential tar-
get of 30 GW by 2030.
ONGC's projects align with
this policy, contributing to
India's energy mix diversifi-
cation. Thirdly, as discussed
abhove, government’s vision
of a green economy includes
creating millions of jobs in
the renewable energy sector,
supporting economic growth,
and enhancing livelihoods.
ONGC’s projects will con-
tribute to this vision by pro-
viding employment and fos-
tering sustainable develop-
ment.
Conclusion

ONGC's comprehensive
investment strategy in
renewable energy, green
hydrogen, and technological
advancements to reduce
emissions aligns with the
Indian government's net-
zero initiatives. These efforts
are pivotal for achieving
India's climate goals,
enhancing energy security,
and promoting sustainable
economic growth.
Integrating these projects
will mitigate environmental
impacts and position India
as a leader in the global
clean energy transition. As a
strategic example for other
industries and organizations,
ONGC's investment in
renewable energy and green
hydrogen can catalyse the
overall decarbonisation of
the Indian economy, helping
the country meet its ambi-
tious climate targets. The
global shift towards net-zero
emissions linked with gov-
ernment support, indicates
that India's transition to a
low-carbon future is well-
achievable, with ONGC play-
ing a major role.

KISHORE IS AN ALUMNUS
OF XISS AND HOLDS A
DOCTORATE IN STRATEGIC
CSR FROM SANTINIKETAN.
VYAS IS AN ALUMNA OF
XIM-B. THE AUTHORS
WORK FOR HPPI, NEW
DELHI. VIEWS EXPRESSED
ARE PERSONAL.

ICICI Pru iProtect
Smart offers ‘Life
Continuity’ option

ICICI Prudential Life offers
the ‘Life Continuity’ option in
its best-selling term insur-
ance product, ICICI Pru
iProtect Smart. This feature
enables the family to receive
the claim amount as monthly
income which is very useful
for families who may not
know how to manage the
lumpsum claim amount.
Another valuable add-on
benefit is the critical illness
benefit that should be taken.
Studies suggest that approx.
10 crore Indian families are
pushed into poverty every
year due to healthcare
expenses. For a nominal
additional premium, iProtect
Smart provides the critical
illness benefit which covers
34 ailments such as cancer,
kidney failure, leukemia,
parkinson’s etc. The critical
illness benefit pays out the
claim upon diagnosis, ensur-
ing individuals have the
finances for medical treat-
ment.

Bokaro Steel Plant Holds
Safety Apex Commlttee Meetmg

PNS : BOKARO

On July 11, a Safety Apex
Committee meeting was held
in the conference room of the
Director In-Charge’s office at
Bokaro Steel Plant, presided
over by Birendra Kumar
Tiwari, Director In-Charge.
The meeting saw participa-
tion from Suresh Rangani,
Executive Director (Finance
&  Accounts), Jaydeep
Dasgupta, Executive Director
(Mines), and various Chief
General Managers, Heads of
Departments, and depart-
mental safety officers.
During the meeting,
Kumar Rajneesh, Assistant
General Manager (Safety &
Fire Services), provided a
comprehensive presentation
on the implementation of var-
ious safety-related activities.
Detailed discussions were
held on the safety initiatives
undertaken during the first
quarter of the financial year
2024-25. Additionally, the

status of various elements
associated with the Kavach
Portal and plant safety was

reviewed. Emphasis was
placed on organizing more
training programs related to
plant safety. The completion
of audits for all contractors
under the Contractor Safety
Management was  also
stressed. DIC Tiwari instruct-
ed all Chief General
Managers and Heads of
Departments to ensure the

reporting of near-miss inci-
dents within their respective
departments. All attendees
reaffirmed their commitment
to adhering to safety regula-
tions.

The meeting underscored
the importance of continuous
improvement and innovation
in safety management prac-
tices, presenting a forward
roadmap and suggestions to
guide the plant towards a
safer working environment.

SHWETA SINGH

and visual merchandising.

itself.

brands accountable.

business line.

casting.

The elements of
fashion communication

Fashion communication is the process of understanding
how different media types can be used to communicate with
a desired audience. You may do this by projecting a lifestyle
image or creating a feeling. This process could involve many
areas like branding, styling, photography, copywriting, PR

How does fashion communicate??

It can express ideas as profound as a radical political
statement, or simply showcase one's personality. Just as
other forms of nonverbal communication, such as gestures
and facial expressions, what we wear can often speak for

Is there any scope in fashion communication??

Fashion communication graduate students have multiple
career opportunities such as graphic designing, visual mer-
chandising, retail space designing, styling and photography,
fashion journalism, PR/events and fashion advertising.

What media is used in fashion communication?

Traditionally, fashion communication was a controlled
story, told through magazines and shows. Vogue whispered
must-haves, shaping perceptions. Now, it's a free-for-all.
Social media empowers brands to connect directly with a
global audience, while consumers influence trends and hold

What are the benefits of fashion communication??

Fashion communication is one of the specialized
domains of fashion studies that helps aspiring fashion stu-
dents in learning the communication knowledge and skills
relevant to the lifestyle and fashion industry. This type of
communication is also the backbone of the whole fashion

Who is a fashion communicator?
A Fashion Communicator does intensive research on the
latest and upcoming fashion trends, known as fashion fore-

What are the elements of fashion communication?

Areas in fashion communication include graphic design,
fashion events & display design, fashion advertising & pub-
lic relations, fashion journalism, styling, fashion photogra-
phy, broadcasting, social media and fashion films.

THE WRITER IS B.SC IN FASHION COMMUNICATION,

AAFT , NOIDA.

Artist Jyoti C Singh Deo's solo
art exhlbltlon makes waves

PARVINDER BHATIA
JAMSHEDPUR

Jamshedpur-born artist Jyoti
C Singh Deo's solo art exhibi-

tion, "Existential
Dichotomy," held at
Karnataka Chitrakala

Parishath in Bangalore from
July 5 to July 11, 2024, con-
cluded with resounding suc-
cess, leaving an indelible
mark on the contemporary
art scene. This event show-
cased a diverse array of per-
spectives and mediums, from
avant-garde sculptures to
abstract  paintings and
immersive installations, cap-
tivating art enthusiasts and
critics alike. Jyoti's exhibi-
tion, which explored the
dichotomies of light and
darkness, labor and environ-
ment, and hope and despair,
resonated deeply with visi-
tors. Using coal as a medium,
her works poignantly cap-
tured the gritty reality of
miners and the haunting
beauty of coal veins and cav-
erns. The innovative tech-
niques and profound themes

presented in "Existential
Dichotomy" provoked
thought, evoked emotion,

and challenged perceptions,
making it a powerful com-
mentary on contemporary
issues.

The exhibition featured a
rich variety of artworks,
including avant-garde sculp-
tures, abstract paintings, and
immersive installations,
reflecting Jyoti's versatility
as a multi-disciplinary artist.
Compelling Themes: The
show delved into the stark
contrasts inherent in coal
mining, raising philosophical
questions about human exis-
tence and the environmental
impact of industrialization.

Jyoti's use of coal as an
artistic medium added a vis-
ceral layer to her works,
symbolizing both the eco-
nomic significance and envi-
ronmental cost of the coal
mining industry.The exhihi-
tion served as a platform for
dialogue, inviting viewers to
engage deeply with themes
of identity, environment, and
human experience. The exhi-
bition drew a diverse crowd,
including art enthusiasts,
collectors, and curious visi-
tors. Many were moved by
the emotional depth and
thought-provoking nature of
Jyoti's works. Feedback
highlighted the artist's ability
to capture complex themes
with clarity and artistry,
making the exhibition both
accessible and impactful.

Jyoti expressed her grati-
tude for the overwhelming
response to her exhibition.
"The show involved innova-

tive techniques along with a
theme that has been very
close to my heart," she
shared. "We are privileged to
be part of a world with luxu-
ries, but there are places not
far away where basic ameni-
ties like clean air are scarce.
This exhibition is a platform
for dialogue, inviting viewers
to engage deeply with the
themes of identity, environ-
ment, and human experi-
ence." Jyoti C Singh Deo's
"Existential Dichotomy" has
set a high benchmark for
contemporary art exhibi-
tions, demonstrating the
power of art to address criti-
cal issues and inspire
change. The success of this
event has paved the way for
future exhibitions and col-
laborations, with Jyoti plan-
ning to continue exploring
themes that resonate with
her passion for environmen-
tal and social justice.

"Existential Dichotomy"
was more than an art exhibi-
tion; it was a call to action,
urging society to recognize
and address the environmen-
tal and existential challenges
we face. Jyoti's compelling
works have left a lasting
impression,  encouraging
viewers to contemplate fun-
damental questions about
existence, purpose, and the
human experience. The
event has undoubtedly
enriched the contemporary
art landscape and affirmed
Jyoti's position as a visionary
artist.

Elista India plans to set up
production unit in Bihar

PNS : RANCHI

'Atmanirbhar' principle of man-

energy-efficient Air Conditioner

Franklin Templeton
launches Franklin
India Multi Cap Fund

Franklin Templeton (India) announced the
launch of its open-ended multi cap diversified

Elista India leading world -class
electronics, home appliances, IT,
and mobile accessories brand
will start its production unit in
Bihar keeping an eye over large
consumers from State. Ajay
Singh, Director - Sales of Elista
India said that company has
large potential in Bihar as more
than fifty percent of its con-
sumers are from Eastern India
which comprises Bihar.

Singh further said that apart
from large consumers base,
majority of work force in the
company is from Bihar in such
situation by setting up produc-
tion unit in Bihar we can tap the
market further.

Part of the TeknoDome, UAE,
Elista adheres to India's

ufacturing. With a vision to put
India on the global innovation
map, Elista inspires brands
worldwide to manufacture in
India to cater to their demand
across geographies.

Ajay Singh who started his
professional journey in the year
1996, and has come a long way,
alongside enriching his experi-
ence in the field of Sales &
Marketing, OEM Business &
Sales Operations in various
regions of India. While he has
worked with various industries,
he has had a long stint of
around 23 years with Industry
handling IT Accessories & grad-
ually the Consumer Durable
business.

Elista, last week announced
the launch of its affordable and

series, addressing customers’
cooling needs during the intense
heat wave gripping the country.
Proudly 'Made in India', the 4-
in-1 convertible Inverter and
Fixed Speed Split AC range
seamlessly integrates cutting-
edge innovation and technology,
revolutionizing indoor cooling
for extreme summer conditions.

Right from its inception,
Elista has been clocking impres-
sive growth year on year. In the
first year of its existence,
Elista's revenue touched Rs 35
crores; the following year, it
exploded to Rs 145 crores. The
company has chalked out
aggressive plans for the current
financial year, and the target is
to cross over Rs 250 crores in
revenues.

equity fund called Franklin India Multi Cap
Fund (FIMCF). This fund will aim to generate
long-term capital appreciation by investing in
a portfolio of equity and equity related secu-
rities of large cap, midcap and small cap
companies. FIMCF will maintain a minimum
exposure of 25% of its total assets in each
market cap category namely, Large cap, Mid
cap and Small cap, in line with the regulato-
ry requirements. The New Fund Offer opens
on July 8, 2024, and will close on July 22,
2024, during which units will be available at
Rs.10/- per unit. Janakiraman R, Chief
Investment Officer - Emerging Markets
Equity-India, Franklin Templeton, said,
“India’s economy is poised for strong growth
over the medium term, thanks to robust
macro fundamentals, improving inflation
trends, prudent fiscal policies and political
stability.”
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GM hands over appointment letters to 1500 new PGT teachers

Will make youths self- dependent

PNS : RANCHI

aces of 1500 newly
F appointed teachers lit
up with happiness after

they received appointment
letters from Chief Minister
Hemant Soren today. The
occasion was the appoint-
ment letter distribution cere-
mony among postgraduate
trained teachers. The CM told
the teachers that they have a
huge responsibility to build
the future of the children. “I
am confident that you will
contribute to the all-round
development of the state by
discharging your responsibil-
ities with loyalty and hon-
esty,” he said on the occasion.
The CM reiterated his
resolve to make the youth
self-dependent. He said that
this is not the first time that
appointment letters are being
distributed among the youth
here. Till now thousands of
youth have been given gov-
ernment jobs. And this
process continues. At the
same time, more than 60
thousand youth have been
given jobs in private institu-
tions and companies.
Financial help is being pro-
vided to the youth who want
to do self-employment. He
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Chlef Minister Hemant Soren dlstrlbutlng appomtment Ietters among
1500 newly appointed PGT teachers, during a programme at Prabhat
Tara grount in Ranchi on Friday. Pix by Ratan Lal

said that the process of
appointments will continue.

The CM said that the gov-
ernment has a special
emphasis on the skill devel-
opment of the youth of the
state. Here, employment is
also being provided along
with enhancing the skills of
the youth through various
means. Today, the talented
youth here are winning
everyone's heart with their
work in the country as well as
abroad.

The CM said that if we
want to bring change in the
society, it is mnecessary for
every person to be educated.
Education changes the think-
ing. It shows the way for-
ward. This is why our gov-
ernment is strengthening the
educational system. Our gov-
ernment has opened 80
Schools of Excellence. The
education system here is bet-
ter than private schools. The
government is considering
increasing the number of

these schools. Our effort is
that there should be no dif-
ference in the quality of edu-
cation between government
and private schools. The gov-
ernment is committed to pro-
viding quality education to
the poor children here in
these schools.

The CM said that just as
Schools of Excellence have
been opened to improve gov-
ernment schools, in the same
way, excellent teachers are
also being provided to pro-

vide quality education to the
coming generation here, so
that our coming generation
can give excellent results. He
told the teachers who
received the appointment let-
ter that you should prepare
yourself in such a way that
you are recognized as an
excellent teacher.

The CM told the newly
appointed teachers that in a
state like Jharkhand, tribal
and local languages are of
great importance, so to
establish yourself as a better
teacher, it is very important
for you to know the local lan-
guages. Not only this, com-
municate with children and
their parents in local lan-
guages, which will develop a
feeling of affection, which will
be effective in keeping the
language, culture and tradi-
tion of this state intact and
moving forward.

Soren said that our gov-
ernment has taken many
such decisions in the last four
and a half years, which are
proving to be a milestone for
this state today. Jharkhand is
the first state in the country
which is giving full expenses
of higher education abroad to
the children of tribal, Dalit
minority and backward class-
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Chief Minister Hemant Soren during the
distribution of the appointment letters to
1500 newly appointed PGT teachers, dur-
ing a programme at Prabhat Tara grount
in Ranchi on Friday. Pix by Ratan Lal

es. Our government has start-
ed the Guruji Student Credit
Card Scheme. This card will
be given to all the students of
10th and 12th class. Through
this, they will be able to easi-
ly take education loan up to
Rs 15 lakh.

He further said that to
encourage girls towards
studies, they are being linked
with Savitribai Phule Kishori

Samridhi Yojana. The gov-
ernment is giving financial
support for doing courses like
engineering, medical and law
and for preparing for various
competitive examinations.
Our government has given
the gift of old pension scheme
to government employees. At
the same time, by implement-
ing the Universal Pension
Scheme, what is the work of

change the future of Jharkhand with light of education: Soren

strengthening the weak and
deprived people of the socie-
ty. Our effort is to make a
strong and powerful
Jharkhand with the partici-
pation of all.

The CM said that our gov-
ernment has  sensitivity
towards all sections. We have
come among you with
schemes for every section
without any discrimination.
The purpose of these
schemes is to give you a bet-
ter life and build a better
state. We are constantly mov-
ing forward towards achiev-
ing our goal and destination
in this direction. Our govern-
ment is committed to realiz-
ing the concept of all-round
development.

Minister Rameshwar
Oraon, Minister Satyanand
Bhokta, Minister Baidyanath
Ram, Rajya Sabha MP Mahua
Maji, MLA Rajesh Kachhap,
Additional Chief Secretary to
the Chief Minister Avinash
Kumar, Secretary of School
Education and Literacy
Department  Umashankar
Singh, State Project Director
Aditya Ranjan and Director of
Secondary Education Utkarsh
Gupta along with many other
officials were present in this
function.

Hand over HEC to us, we

will revamp it, says CM
Soren flays Centre for privatisation, mtlustrlal policty

PNS : RANCHI

Chief Minister Hemant Soren
today came down heavily
against privatisation of public
sector entities and industrial
policies of the Central gov-
ernment. Addressing a gath-
ering during the teachers’
appointment letter distribu-
tion programme at Dhurwa
in the Capital city on Friday
the CM dared the Centre to
hand over the Heavy
Engineering Corporation to
the State Government so that
it can be revived.

“HEC is the industry
which is called the mother of
industries. But look at its con-
dition today. When this indus-
try was established, 25 to 30
thousand people used to
work there. But today's situa-
tion is that there may not be
even 10-11 thousand people
here. And, how much salary
do they get in a month.
Whose responsibility is it to
save this industry? It is not
the state government's job to
save this industry. It is
beyond our capability. But
yes, if the Central govern-
ment hands it over to the
state government, then the
way 32 thousand people
work in HEC, the same num-
ber of people will be seen
employed again,” said the

“All the airports have
been sold, railways have
been sold, ports have been
sold. The condition of the
economy is such that today
our rupee will now stand on
its head in comparison to the
dollar. It is not me, it is a
statement of a scholar.
Chanakya had said that the
country whose king is a busi-
nessman, the people of that

Chief Minister Hemant Soren after the
flagging of 13 Fir Bridged vehicles,
during a programme in Ranchi on
Friday. Pix by Ratan Lal

country will always be beg-
gars. The condition of the
country is the same today,”
he added.

Criticising the privatisa-
tion of public enterprises the
CM said, “What system is the
Central government bringing
in the country today?
Everything is moving towards
privatisation. Everything is
moving towards corporate.
The result is loss of jobs. One
should compare which of the
big industries of the country
gave the most money from
the country's treasury and
who gave the most employ-
ment, then you will clearly
know that the one who took
the most money gave the
least employment. Today, due
to their policies, there are
many small and medium
industries which were closed
during Corona and the poli-
cies of the government made
such that they could not be
opened till date. And the 100

to 50 people who were work-
ing in them are still wander-
ing from door to door in
search of employment.”

They brought such laws
that all the industries here
should be closed for the back-
ward, poor, downtrodden,
tribal minority educated
youth. The youth protest on
the road. But they do not pay
heed. Its burden falls on the
state governments, he added.

“We tried to provide max-
imum employment and jobs
to the youth here. These peo-
ple ruled this state longer
than us. And, I challenge
them to debate with us at this
Prabhat Tara ground as to
what these people have done
in all these years. And what
have we done in these chal-
lenging five years. We are
ready to give an account.
After hatching such big con-
spiracies, finally the court
order has given them a slap
in the face,” he said.

Intll workshop on transnational
crlmes at Judicial Academy
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PNS : RANCHI and nongovernmental  Officers from every state of
organization striving to India who are nominated by

Judicial Academy advance rule of law The respective high courts and

Jharkhand, Ranchi is organ-
izing an international work-
shop on Transnational
Crimes under the aegis of
National Judicial Academy,
Bhopal on 13th and 14th of
July2024.

This two -day workshop
is being organized with the
collaboration of two eminent
international organizations
i.e.FJC (Federal Judicial
Center) Washington and
CEELI (Central and Eastern
European Law Initiative)
Parague the Federal Judicial
Center is the education and
research agency for Federal
Courts of United States.

Whereas CEELI institute
Is an independent, nonprofit

CEELI Initiatives the devel-
opment in the field of world
economy and technology has
augmented in the rise of
transnational crimes net-
work. moreover these types
of crimes are not even easily
detectable. India is also a
victim of transnational
crimes and it is negatively
affecting our socio and eco-
nomic fabric. The main
motive of this workshop is to
make the Indian judicial offi-
cers aware about the
Transnational Crimes the
precautionary measures and
its application to prevent
and capture. .

And the workshop will be
attended by 25 judicial

they will be guided by facul-
ty (Trainers of FJC united
states faculty(Judge
Sanders) and CEELI observ-
er Ms. (Monika) along with
the selected judicial officers
of the (National Judicial
Academy).The  workshop
will be comprising of four
parts and every parts of the
workshop will be dealing
with the topics related to
digital evidence, trafficking
in person , transnational
narcotics cases and transna-
tional wildlife trafficking .
These two days’ workshop
on "Transnational Crimes”
will be initiated by Mr.
Sudhanshu Kumar Shashi
with the opening remarks.

MH
Ramachandra
Rao to he
Jharkhand HC's
next Chief
Justice

PNS : RANCHI

The new Chief Justice of
Jharkhand High Court (HC)
will be Himachal Pradesh
High Court Chief Justice
MH Ramachandra Rao.
This decision was taken in
the meeting of the
Collegium chaired by
Supreme Court Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud.
The current Chief Justice of
Jharkhand High Court
Vidyut Ranjan Sarangi is
retiring on July 20.

The future Chief Justice
of Jharkhand HC MH
Ramachandra Rao is cur-
rently the Chief Justice of
Himachal HC. Justice
Ramachandra Rao was
born on August 7, 1966 in
Hyderabad. He enrolled as
an Advocate on December
7, 1989. He was a student
of Cambridge University in
1991. Ramachandra Rao,
an alumnus of Cambridge
University of the year 1991
batch, has also been
awarded the Cambridge
Commonwealth
Scholarship, Bank of Credit
and Commerce
International Scholarship
and Pegasus Scholarship
from the Scholarship Trust
of the Inner Temple for his
Masters course.

Justice Ramachandra
Rao has been counsel for
IRDA, SBI, State of
Hyderabad, Power Grid
Corporation of India
Limited among other enter-
prises. Justice
Ramachandra Rao was
appointed as a Judge of the
High Court of Andhra
Pradesh on June 29, 2012.
After the bifurcation of the
State of Andhra Pradesh,
he chose Telangana as his
parent High Court. He was
transferred as a Judge of
the Punjab and Haryana
High Court on October 12,
2021. Presently Justice MH
Ramachandra Rao is the
Chief Justice of Himachal
High Court.

43RD NABARD FOUNDATION DAY ——

Union Minister Sanjay Seth
inaugurates Tarang Mela

PNS : RANCHI

NABARD, the apex develop-
ment Bank of the country
has completed 42 years of its
service to the Nation. To

commemorate the same,
National Bank for
Agriculture and  Rural

Development (NABARD) has
organised the Tarang Mela,
from 12th to 14th July 2024
at  Morabadi  Ground,
Ranchi, Jharkhand. The
event was inaugurated by
Sanjay Seth, Union Minister
of State for Defence and
Member of Parliament.

The inauguration pro-
gramme was graced by Ajit
Kumar Sinha, Vice-
Chancellor, Ranchi
University; Dr. S.C. Dubey,
Vice  Chancellor, Birsa
Agriculture University;
Bibha Singh, Chairperson,
Jharkhand State
Cooperative Bank; Prakash
Sahay, Press Club, Ranchi; S.
Subramanian, Dy. General
Manager, SLBC, Jharkhand,
other  senior  bankers,
bureaucrats etc. The farmer
members from FPOs
(Farmer Producers’
Organisation) from all 24
districts of Jharkhand and
05 nearby states showcased
their handmade crafts, agri-
cultural produce, and tradi-
tional goods at the Mela. On
the occasion of Foundation
Day, the dignitaries also
launched a book, “NABARD
in Jharkhand”, a compila-
tion of NABARD achieve-
ments in Jharkhand in 2023-
24.

On the occasion, Sanjay
Seth lauded the work done

at the grassroots by
NABARD to elevate the
socio-economic status of

rural artisans and farmers.

He stated that in the State of
Jharkhand, there was still a
lot of scope for working for
the welfare of the farmers,
and the good work done by
NABARD may be replicated
by various stakeholders. The
Hon’ble Minister felicitated
the 05 best-performing FPOs
of Jharkhand viz. Gola
Darpan FPCL, Ramgarh;
Snehlata FPCL, Ramgarh;
Aarohi FPCL, Giridih, Nirsa
Nupur FPCL, Dhanbad,
Elangdolang FPCL, West
Singhbhum. S K. Jahagirdar,
Chief General Manager of
NABARD, Jharkhand, high-
lighted that NABARD has
emerged as a strong
Developmental  Financial
Institution in the country
reaching a balance sheet
size of Rs 9.10 lakh crore
from Rs 4500 cr in the first
year of its establishment in
1982. In Jharkhand, total
financial support to the State
has touched a phenomenal
amount of 76200 crore in FY
2023-24. CGM also empha-
sized that “Tarang Mela” is a
testament to NABARD's com-
mitment to empowering
rural communities and pro-
moting sustainable liveli-
hoods. He indicated that
NABARD has organized this
event to provide a platform
for rural artisans and farm-
ers to thrive and connect
with a broader audience. He
also underlined that
NABARD promotes and nur-
tures Farmers' Producers
Organisations (FPOs) by col-
lectivizing small and margin-
al farmers to enable them to
reap the benefit of
economies of scale in the
purchase of inputs, aggrega-
tion, value addition, and
marketing of their produce
by collectivization. So far,

. . |, =
more than 1.17 lakh small
and marginal farmers have
been collectivized into 237
FPOs IN Jharkhand.

Ajit Sinha, Chancellor of
Ranchi University, appreciat-
ed NABARD for organizing
the event and helping farm-
ers connect with city con-
sumers by bypassing the
middlemen, hence ensuring
remunerative prices for the
produce. Dr. S.C. Dubey, VC,
BAU congratulated NABARD
for cementing its place as a
Development Bank of the
Nation. He also pointed out
that NABARD has been a
vital cog in the development
of Jharkhand since the for-
mation of the State in the
year 2000. This vibrant event
is aimed at celebrating and
supporting the rich cultural
heritage and diverse eco-
nomic activities of rural
India, with a special focus on
the artisans, farmers, and
small-scale entrepreneurs of
Jharkhand. The event will
provide networking opportu-
nities for rural entrepre-
neurs, and stakeholders, to
connect  with  industry
experts to foster collabora-
tions and business opportu-
nities.

The evenings will come
alive with cultural perform-
ances from 6.30 PM to 8.30
PM on all three days and the
visitors will be able to enjoy
traditional cuisine with
music, dance, and cultural
performances from artisans
of Jharkhand.

The Tarang Mela promis-
es to be an enriching experi-
ence for visitors and partici-
pants alike, offering a unique
opportunity to support and
celebrate the talents and tra-
ditions of Jharkhand's rural
population.

Indraprastha- the Commerce
Festival, an exciting three-
day event, was organized in
the premises of Sarala Birla
Public School, Ranchi. The
event provided the students
with an opportunity to expe-
rience the real world of busi-
ness and finance. It encour-
aged the students to show-
case their innovative ideas
and entrepreneurial skills.
The mega fest had four main
highlights. The first event
was ‘Bull and Bear’ which
involved virtual buying and
selling of stocks. The next
event was ‘Hatch Pitch’
which was meant for the
early-stage startups to pres-
ent their business ideas to a
panel of investors, aiming to
secure funding and mentor-
ship. The third event was
‘Scrumptious - a marketing
strategy’ in which teams pre-
sented and pitched their
products to a panel of judges,
convincing them to buy the
product. The final event was
‘Bid you bet’ in which teams
were allotted with a name
and each team bid and built
their dream cricket team
with a specific funding.

The Community Outreach
club of Surendranath
Centenary School celebrated
Paper Bag Day on Friday to
spread environmental
awareness and reduce plas-
tic waste. Students of class V
visited 'Deepshikha’, the
Institute for Child
Development and Mental
Health and showcased their
creativity by designing and
making colourful paper bags
and cards which they
exchanged with the children
of Deepshikha, displaying the
virtue of sharing and caring.
The celebration continued
with an awareness rally by
the students of class VI who
took to the streets to promote
the use of paper bags and
educate people about the
harmful effects of plastic
waste. The rally concluded
with a thought provoking
street play (nukkad natak)
that highlighted the impor-
tance of sustainable prac-
tices.

Govt fooling youths for (heap popularity by pretending to give jobs: BJP

PNS : RANCHI

State  BJP  spokesperson
Pratul Shahdev today made
serious allegations against
the State government in a
press conference. Shahdev
said that today's appointment
letter ceremony was organ-
ized only to brighten the face
of the Chief Minister. Pratul
said that this was a pro-
gramme to pretend to distrib-
ute jobs for cheap popularity,
through which the youth
were cheated. Pratul said
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party had made serious alle-
gations on the PGT examina-
tion. Thousands of youth are
protesting against it on the
streets. Lakhs of candidates
were waiting for justice.
Meanwhile, the government

BJP State
Spokespersons Pratul
Shahdeo addresses a
press conference at
party office in Ranchi
on Friday. PNS

organized the appointment
ceremony in a hurry. He said
that strong evidence of cor-
ruption was found in the PGT
examination. 70% to 80% of

the appointments were made
to the candidates of only two
examination centres. More
than 500 candidates were
successful from  Shreya
Infotech Centre of Bokaro.
BJP kept demanding to get
this entire matter investigat-
ed by CBI or any competent
agency. But in haste, this gov-
ernment kept making a mess.
Pratul said that the state gov-
ernment got the PGT exam
conducted by the same
agency whose old track
record is also controversial.
All the examinations con-
ducted by this agency have
been accused of corruption.
Pratul said that if the gov-
ernment's intentions were
clear, then it could have
organized this ceremony on
the announced date during

the tenure of former CM
Champai Soren. But the
appointment ceremony was
deliberately stopped. Chief
Minister Champai Soren was
removed from the post.
Hemant Soren was made to
distribute appointment let-
ters only to brighten his face.

Pratul said that for almost
4 years, this government kept
cheating the youth. Till date,
neither local policy nor plan-
ning policy has been made.
The government itself has
admitted in the assembly that
instead of the 25 lakh
appointments announced in
the last 5 years, only 11,344
have been made, which
includes  thousands  of
Panchayat Secretary candi-
dates who fought against the
government and got appoint-

ment from the Supreme
Court. Pratul said that the
Great Eye Wash Circus has
started in Jharkhand. The
government is giving lollipops
to the youth by calling them
appointment letters. 25 lakh
jobs should have been creat-
ed in the last 5 years. Pratul
said that even now the
accused of graduate level
examination are being
caught by JSCC. Another
arrest was made yesterday.
But why was it that neither
the PGT examination was
investigated nor SIT was
formed. Just appointment let-
ters were directly distributed.

Pratul said that the
Bharatiya Janata Party
stands shoulder to shoulder
with every struggle of the
youth.

MYyK HE N



j1oneer

RANCHI | SATURDAY | JULY 13, 2024

People demand accountability

after Lok Sabha polls:

PNS B NEW DELHI

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Friday said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi “used PR’to
keep the Government away
from basic issues but people
were now demanding account-
ability after the June Lok Sabha
poll results.

Kharge took a swipe at the
Prime Minister, saying that
while he is holding meetings
under the shadow of cameras
for the upcoming Budget, he
must pay attention to the basic
economic issues of the coun-
try. In a social media post in
Hindi, the Congress president
said, “Narendra Modi ji, Your
government has ruined the
lives of crores of people by
pushing them into the pit of
unemployment, inflation and
inequality”

Listing the “failures’™of the
government, Kharge said that
due to the unemployment rate
of 9.2 per cent, the future of
the youth is staring at naught.
“For people aged 20-24 years,
the unemployment rate has

risen to 40%, highlighting the
serious crisis in the job mar-
ket among the youth,”Kharge
said.

The promise of doubling the
income of farmers and MSP of
cost plus 50 per cent has
turned out to be false, he said.
Recently, on the MSP of 14
Kharif crops, the Modi gov-
ernment has again proved that

it wants to use the MSP rec-
ommendation of the
Swaminathan report only as an
“election gimmick”, he
claimed.The Congress leader
said, “3.84 lakh government
jobs have been lost in the 7
PSUs in which the majority of
government stake has been
sold! This has also led to the
loss of jobs for SC, ST, OBC,

EWS reserved posts”

He said 1.25 lakh people have
lost government jobs in the 20
top PSUs in which the Modi
government has sold a small
stake since 2016.
Manufacturing as a percentage
of GDP has fallen from 16.5
per cent during the UPA
regime to 14.5 per cent during
the Modi government, he

harge

pointed out.

“Private investment has also
fallen drastically in the last 10
years. New private investment
plans, which are an important
part of GDP, fell to a 20-year
low of only Rs 44,300 crore
between April and June. Last
year, private investment of Rs
7.9 lakh crore was made dur-
ing this period,’he said.
Kharge also alleged that the
havoc of inflation is at its
peak.

The prices of flour, pulses,
rice, milk, sugar, potatoes,
tomatoes, onions, and all
essential food items are sky-
rocketing, he noted.The result
is that the household savings
of families are at the lowest
level in 50 years, he
added.Kharge said economic
inequality is the highest in 100
years, while wage growth in
rural India is negative.
“Unemployment has
increased significantly in rural
areas and it has now increased
from 6.3% in May to 9.3%.
The average number of days of
workers employed in MNRE-
GA has decreased,” he said.
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Be mindful of climate change,
President tells MES recruits

PNS B NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Murmu
on Friday asked a group of
Military Engineering Service
(MES) probationers to take
into account adaptation and
mitigation related to climate
change while building infra-
structure.

Addressing the officers, who
had called on the president at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan here,
she said MES is one of the
important units associated with
the country's security as it not
only serves the three services of
the Indian Army, but also pro-
vides its services to many other
units of the Ministry of
Defence.The president told the

MES officers that while build-
ing infrastructure, they also
have to take into account adap-
tation and mitigation related to
climate change.

“She said the carbon footprint
of the work they will be doing
should be minimal.

She was happy to note that
MES is making efforts in this
direction,’according to a state-
ment issued by the president's
office.

President Murmu said the aim
of the MES is to ensure that
“our defense forces continue to
have strong infrastructure and
good facilities.

Therefore, the test of MES
officers' success will be the
infrastructure or facilities they

provide to meet the standards
of reliability and quality”

She advised the MES officers to
always remain vigilant.
President Murmu said they
have to earn their respect by
maintaining the highest qual-
ity in their services.

The president said the respon-
sibility of MES officers is not
only technical, but also ethical
and managerial.

“They should have the resolve
that in their every work, there
should be an efficient and
effective use of the country's
resources,’she said.

President Murmu said their
efficiency and morality will
strengthen the security of the
nation.

Karnataka Govt
diverting SC/ST
welfare fund,
alleges BJP

PNS B NEW DELHI

The BJP on Friday charged
the Congress Government
in Karnataka with diverting
the fund meant for the welfare
of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes to fulfil the
guarantees promised by Rahul
Gandhi during the state elec-
tions.Addressing a press con-
ference, Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal said what the
Congress gGovernment is
doing in Karnataka is in viola-
tion of the Constitution and
demanded action”People are
being deceived in Karnataka, he
said, claiming that Gandhi's
double standards have been
exposed. On the one hand
Rahul Gandhi is moving
around carrying a copy of the
Constitution, while
Constitutional values are being
violated in the state, he said.
Citing a report, he claimed
over Rs 14,730 crore out of Rs
39,121 crore meant for the SC
and ST welfare has been divert-
ed to implements various sops
the Congress has promised
under its guarantees during
the 2023 assembly polls.
Meghwal accused the Congress
of spreading a fake narrative
during the recent Lok Sabha
polls, an apparent reference to
the opposition's charge that
the Modi Government wanted
to change the Constitution by
seeking a big mandate.

“They might have succeeded in
winning a few seats but can
never win people's hearts’ he
said.Asked about the Supreme
Court's recent verdict which
said a divorced Muslim woman
has the right to seek mainte-
nance from her husband, he
said the apex court's judgment
should be respected by every-

one.

SC clears names for appointment

of eight High Court CJs

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has rec-
ommended the appoint-
ment of chief justices for the
high courts of Delhi, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Madras and
Meghalaya.

The collegium headed by Chief
Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud and also com-
prising justices Sanjiv Khanna
and B R Gavai made the rec-
ommendations after consider-
ing the names of judges from
different high courts by taking
into account their seniority
and performance, and the need
to provide representation in the
different high courts.Justice
Manmohan, who is is the act-
ing Chief Justice of the Delhi
High Court, has been recom-
mended as the chief justice of
the court.

“He was appointed as a Judge
of the High Court of Delhi on
March 13, 2008, and is due to
retire on December 16, 2024.
Justice Manmohan ranks at Sl
No 3 in the All India Seniority
list of High Court Judges.
“Bearing in mind the
Memorandum of Procedure,
Mr Justice Manmohan can be
appointed as the Chief Justice
of his parent High Court, at this
stage.

The Collegium, therefore, rec-
ommends that Mr Justice
Manmohan be appointed as
Chief Justice of the High Court
of Delhi,a resolution passed by
the collegium said.

The collegium recommended
the name of Justice Rajiv
Shakdher for appointment as
the chief justice of the
Himachal Pradesh High Court.
“On the transfer of Mr Justice
M S Ramachandra Rao, Chief
Justice of the High Court of
Himachal Pradesh as Chief

Justice of the High Court of
Jharkhand, consequent upon
the retirement of Dr Justice
Bidyut Ranjan Sarangi on July
19, 2024, there would be a
vacancy in the office of the
Chief Justice of that High
Court’it said.“Mr Justice Rajiv
Shakdher was appointed as a
Judge of the High Court on 11
April, 2008 and ranks at SI No
4 in the All India Seniority list
of High Court Judges. He is one
of the senior-most Judges in the
country; the resolution said.
“The Collegium, therefore, rec-
ommends that Mr Justice Rajiv
Shakdher be appointed as Chief
Justice of the High Court of
Himachal Pradesh in the
vacancy caused by the transfer
of Mr Justice M S
Ramachandra Rao to the High
Court of Jharkhand, conse-
quent upon the retirement of
Dr Justice Bidyut Ranjan
Sarangi’it said.

By a separate resolution, the
collegium has recommended
the appointment of Justice
Nongmeikapam Kotiswar
Singh, chief justice of the
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh High Court as a judge
of the Supreme Court.

“On his appointment, there
would be a vacancy in the office
of Chief Justice of the High

Court for Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh. Mr Justice Suresh
Kumar Kait is a senior Judge of
the High Court of Delhi, who
was appointed on 5 September
2008. He belongs to the
Scheduled Caste category,'the
collegium said.

“Mr Justice Suresh Kumar Kait
ranks at SI No 5 in the All India
Seniority list of High Court
Judges, including Chief Justices.
He is due to retire on May 23,
2025. The Judges of the High
Court of Delhi who are senior
to Mr Justice Suresh Kumar
Kait are due to retire in the near
future,’it said.

Bearing in mind the position of
Mr Justice Kait in the All India
Seniority list, the collegium is
of the view that he should be
recommended for appoint-
ment as the chief justice of the
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh High Court, the col-
legium said.The collegium rec-
ommended the name of Justice
G S Sandhawalia as the chief
justice of the Madhya Pradesh
High Court, noting that he is
the senior-most puisne judge of
the high court.The name of
Justice Nitin Madhukar Jamdar
has been recommended as the
chief justice of the Kerala High
Court and Justice Tashi
Rabstan as the chief justice of

the Meghalaya High Court.
“Justice Tashi Rabstan is the
senior-most puisne Judge of the
High Court for Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh. He was
appointed as a Judge on 8
March 2013 and is due to
retire on April 9, 2025.

He hails from Ladakh. Mr
Justice Dhiraj Singh Thakur,
who is presently serving as the
Chief Justice of the High Court
of Andhra Pradesh, was
appointed as a Judge of the
High Court for Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh,’the col-
legium said.

“Bearing in mind that Mr
Justice Tashi Rabstan would be
the first Chief Justice from the
region of Ladakh which has
otherwise little or no repre-
sentation among the Judges of
the High Court and no repre-
sentation at all so far in the
office of Chief Justice, the col-
legium recommends his
appointment as Chief Justice of
the High Court of Meghalaya
on the retirement of Mr Justice
S Vaidyanathan, Chief Justice of
that High Court, who is due to
retire on August 16, 2024.it
said.The collegium noted that
there is a vacancy in the office
of the chief justice of the
Madras High Court after the
retirement of Justice Sanjay V
Gangapurwala on May 23,
2024, and recommended name
of Justice K R Shriram as its
chief justice.

“Justice K R Shriram is the sec-
ond senior-most puisne Judge
of the High Court of Bombay.
He was appointed on June 21,
2013. Bearing in mind that Mr
Justice K R Shriram is a senior
Judge of the High Court of
Bombay with experience on the
judicial and administrative side,
the Collegium recommends
his appointment as Chief
Justice of the High Court of
Madras,’it said.

G agrees to consider

PIL for court-monitored

electoral honds prohe

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to consider
listing a public interest litiga-
tion that urged a court-moni-
tored investigation into the
electoral bonds scheme.

The PIL, filed by NGOs
Common Cause and the
Centre for Public Interest
Litigation (CPIL), alleges an
“apparent quid pro
quo’between political parties,
corporations, and investiga-
tive agencies.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice D 'Y Chandrachud and
justices JB Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra took note of the
submissions of lawyer Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for the
NGOs, that despite his several
visits to the apex court registry
in the last few months, the pleas
are yet to be listed.

“Please send an email,’the CJI
said. Bhushan said he has sent
emails as well.

“Send it today. It will be list-
ed,’the CJI said.

Terming it as a “scan’, the plea
sought a direction to the
authorities to investigate the
source of funding of “shell
companies and loss-making
companies”which made dona-
tions to various political par-
ties, as has been disclosed by
the data released by the
Election Commission (EC).
The petition has also sought a
direction to the authorities to
recover the money donated by
companies as part of “quid
pro quo arrangements where
these are found to be proceeds
of crime”.

A five-judge Constitution
bench had on February 15
scrapped the electoral bonds
scheme of anonymous political

funding introduced by the BJP
government.

Following the top court's judge-
ment, the State Bank of India,
the authorised financial insti-
tution under the scheme, had
shared the data with the EC,
which later made it public.
The electoral bonds scheme,
which was notified by the gov-
ernment on January 2, 2018,
was pitched as an alternative to
cash donations made to polit-
ical parties as part of its efforts
to bring in transparency in
political funding.

“The electoral bond scam has
a money trail unlike the 2G
scam or the coal scam, where
allocations of spectrum and
coal mining leases were arbi-
trarily made, but there was no
evidence of a money trail.

Yet this court ordered court-
monitored investigations in
both those cases, appointed
special public prosecutors and
formed special courts to deal
with those cases,’the plea said.
It claimed that several firms
which were under investigation
by these agencies have donat-
ed large sums of money to the
ruling party, to potentially
influence the outcome of
probes.

Centre sanctions
3493 cr to build

roads, bridges in
North East

PNS B NEW DELHI

In a bid to strengthen rural
connectivity in the north-
eastern region, the central gov-
ernment on Friday sanctioned
the construction of roads and
bridges in Assam and Tripura
with an estimated investment of
493 crore, the Rural
Development Ministry said.
In a statement, the ministry said
78 roads measuring 563.67 km
and 14 bridges under Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
(PMGSY)- III got the govern-
ment's approval in Assam, with
an estimated investment of Rs.
378.68 crore.

The government sanctioned
42 roads measuring 118.75 km
in Tripura under the connec-
tivity component of Pradhan
Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya
Maha Abhiyan (PM-JAN-
MAN), with an estimated
investment of Rs. 114.32 crore.
The construction of roads will
improve access to essential ser-
vices, enhance connectivity in
rural areas, bridging the gap
between remote villages and
urban centres, and foster eco-
nomic development, trade, and
commerce in the region, the
ministry said.

In Tripura, the roads will pro-
vide all weather road connec-
tivity to 47 PVTG (particular-
ly vulnerable tribal groups)
habitations in the state, it said.
The ministry said the projects
under the third phase of
PMGSY and the PM-JANMAN
will have a transformative
impact on the region, con-
tributing to its growth and
prosperity.It will cement the
government's commitment to
inclusive development, and
contribute to the growth and
prosperity of the tribal groups,
the ministry added.

DEPWD |

nks MoU to advance

training programmes 0N acce33|bll|ty

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Department of

Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (DEPwD) has
inked an MoU with a Gujarat-
based NGO to advance train-
ing programmes on accessibil-
ity in an effort to create more
inclusive spaces for those suf-
fering from disabilities. The
MoU between the department
and the NGO EnableMe Access
Association (EMA) was signed
on July 9.
A copy of the MoU, shared with
PTI, outlines two initial train-
ing programs: “Advanced
Training in Accessibility”for
empanelled accessibility audi-
tors and Central Public Works
Department engineers.
These programs aim to educate
participants on Indian accessi-
bility standards, universal
design perspectives, and the
National Building Code and
Harmonized Guidelines and

Space Standards (HGSS).
Training will be conducted in
offline, online, and hybrid for-
mats, featuring instructors with
disabilities to offer first hand
insights and foster empathy.
To support these training ini-
tiatives, DEPwD and EMA will
develop and maintain software
tools for accessibility education.
These tools will play a critical
role in capacity building across
multiple stakeholders, inte-
grating seamlessly with the

Accessible India Campaign 2.0
and enhancing the functional-
ity of the Sugamya Bharat
Application.

The EMA will also lend its
expertise to bolster the
Accessible India Campaign 2.0.
This support includes creating
action plans to improve the
accessibility of both existing
and new infrastructure, advis-
ing on app enhancements to
streamline data collection and
complaint resolution, and con-

ducting accessibility assess-
ments on establishments
flagged through the Sugamya
Bharat App.

Effectiveness of the training
programs will be evaluated
through various metrics such
as participant satisfaction,
increased knowledge and skills
related to accessibility stan-
dards, and a reduction in unre-
solved accessibility complaints.
Periodic reviews will ensure
continuous improvement and
adaptability of the training ini-
tiatives.

DEPwD will provide logistical
support for the training pro-
grams, including accessible
venues, internet connectivity,
and other necessary facilities.
The EMA will cover the costs
of training facilitation and
expert feedback, funded
through corporate social
responsibility initiatives, indi-
vidual donations, or collabo-
rations.

Modi reaffirms India’s cnmmnmem t0 BIMSTE(:

PNS B NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday reaffirmed
India's commitment to seven-
nation grouping BIMSTEC and
stressed on its role as an engine
for economic and social growth.
The foreign ministers of the
BIMSTEC member states made
ajoint call on Modi on the sec-
ond and final day of their retreat
in Delhi. The Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-sectoral
Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC),
brings together seven countries
of South and Southeast Asia for
multifaceted cooperation.
Besides India, the BIMSTEC
comprises  Sri  Lanka,
Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Thailand, Nepal and Bhutan.
“Glad to meet BIMSTEC
Foreign Ministers. Discussed
ways to strengthen regional
cooperation, including connec-
tivity, energy, trade, health, agri-
culture, science, security and
people-to-people exchanges.
Conveyed full support to
Thailand for a successful
Summit;"Modi said in a social

R

media post”’A readout by the
Prime Minister’s Office(PMO)
said Modi reaffirmed India's
commitment to a peaceful,
prosperous, resilient and safe
BIMSTEC region and high-
lighted its significance to India's
‘Neighbourhood First and Look
East Policies as well as in its
SAGAR vision.

“The PM had fruitful discus-
sions with the group of minis-
ters on further strengthening the
regional cooperation in diverse
areas including connectivity,
energy, trade, health, agriculture,
science, security and people to

people exchanges’it said.

“’He stressed on the role of
BIMSTEC as an engine for eco-
nomic and social growth,’the
readout noted.

It said Modi expressed India's
full support to Thailand for the
upcoming BIMSTEC Summit to
be held in September.

“India hosted the BIMSTEC
foreign ministers' retreat to
review various initiatives to
expand cooperation among the
grouping's member nations.
“In his inaugural address at the
retreat, External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar called on the group-

ing to infuse new energies,
resources and a fresh commit-
ment to bolster cooperation.
“India has been making con-
certed efforts to make BIMSTEC
a vibrant forum for regional
cooperation as initiatives under
SAARC (South  Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation) were not moving
forward for a variety of reasons.
“India has been cooperating
with the countries of the Indian
Ocean region under the broad-
er policy framework of SAGAR
or Security and Growth for all
in the Region.
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BJP has heen party with a difference,
avoid mistakes of Gongress: Gadkari

PTI W PANAJI

Union minister  Nitin
Gadkari on Friday said
the BJP has been a party with
a difference and that is why it
has repeatedly won the trust
of voters, but cautioned
against the saffron outfit
repeating mistakes
committed by the Congress in
the past which saw its exit
from power. "If we continue
doing what the Congress used
to do, then there is no use of
their exit and our entry,"
emphasised  Gadkari in
comments coming more than
a month after the BJP failed to
notch up a majority on its
own in the Lok Sabha polls.
Gadkari was addressing a Goa
BJP executive meeting near
Panaji which was attended by
party's state unit president
Sadanand Tanavade and
Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant, among other leaders.
In his 40-minute-long speech,
the Union minister recalled

his mentor and former deputy
PM L K Advani's statement
that the "BJP is a party with a
difference". "Advaniji used to
say that we are a party with a
difference. We have to
understand how different we
are from other parties," the
former BJP president
maintained. The Lok Sabha
MP from Nagpur said people

have elected the BJP because
of the Congress' mistakes and
cautioned against his party
committing the same errors.
"If we commit the same
mistakes, then there is no use
in their exit and our entry,"
asserted Gadkari. "That is
why, in the days to come,
party cadres should know that
politics is an instrument of

bringing social and economic
reforms,” he said. Gadkari
stressed that "We (BJP) have
to create a corruption-free
country and for that we
should have a plan in place".
Referring to politics in
adjoining Maharashtra,
Gadkari argued that in his
home state there is a trend of
playing politics on caste lines
(jativadi rajkaran). "I have
decided not to follow this
trend. I have told people that I
will not indulge in caste-
based politics (jaat-paat). Jo
karega jaat ki baat, usko
padegi kaske laath (the one
who will speak about caste
will get a strong kick)," he
warned. Gadkari said a
person is known by values he
possesses and not his caste. In
a message directed at Goa BJP
cadres, Gadkari urged them
to visit every constituency
and strengthen the
organisation so that the party
is able to retain power after
the 2027 assembly elections.
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Special status demand triggers political slugfest in Bihar

PTI W PATNA

The ruling NDA in Bihar and the
opposition Mahagathbandhan on
Friday crossed swords over the demand
for special status to the state, which
seems to have intensified ahead of the o

Parliament's budget session.

The demand was first made soon after
the creation of Jharkhand robbed the £
state of its mineral wealth, though the wr
Centre has been of the view that the

!' ¢

L

grant of special status was no longer

the
the

possible since

scrapped by 14th

Commission. Senior Congress leader
and former Lok Sabha Speaker Meira
Kumar, whose party is a part of the
opposition coalition in the state, took
potshots at the BJP-JD(U) combine.

She said, "There could not be a greater
irony that the BJP, which rules the
Centre, is not accepting the demand
raised by the JD(U) despite being

dependent on the ally."

The allusion was to the JD(U), headed by
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, passing a
resolution at its national executive
meeting held last month seeking special
category status, or, adequate assistance in
the form of a special economic package.
The Congress leader also took a swipe at
the JD(U) supremo and said, "The PM
should show some respect for his ally
who has realigned with him after
ditching us and making umpteenth

provision was

Finance volte-face".

Union Finance
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The CM, who had helped the formation
of the INDIA bloc, returned to the BJP-
led NDA in January this year.

Kumar's deputy Vijay Kumar Sinha, who
belongs to the BJP, was asked about a
meeting, in Delhi a day ago, between
Minister
Sitharaman and Samrat Choudhary,
another Bihar Deputy CM who holds the
finance portfolio and is understood to
have submitted before her the state's
expectations from the upcoming budget.
Evading a direct reply, Sinha said, "The
PM has made it clear that he wants a
'Viksit Bharat' (developed India). That is
possible only when Bihar, too, is
developed. All that is needed for growth
of each and every state, will be done."
Choudhary, who also heads the state BJP,
returned from the national capital in the
evening, and asserted, "The prime
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minister has always been concerned
about the development of Bihar and we
™ look forward to full cooperation from
- the PM and the Union finance minister."
He also ducked pointed queries about
the demand for special status raised
vehemently by the JD(U), saying "all
works that are pending in Bihar will be
completed with central help".

Meanwhile, state minister and senior
JD(U) leader Shravan Kumar alleged that
the demand for special status was
"ignored" by the previous Congress-led

UPA government at the Centre and
hoped that Modi would give Bihar its

due.

Nirmala

Earlier, NDA partner Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas) headed by Union minister
Chirag Paswan had also come out in
support of the demand.

The party's MP Arun Bharti had told
PTI-Video, "Our party has been in
support of special status to Bihar since
the very beginning. We are confident of
some assistance, in the form of either
special status or a special package."
However, the RJD, which helms the
Mahagathbandhan, lashed out at the
NDA claiming that the ruling coalition
was trying to hoodwink the people.

RJD MLA Bhai Virendra said, "The BJP
and the JD(U) share power in the Centre
as well as in the state. Yet, instead of
taking the necessary steps, they are
raising demands. Do they think the
people are fools?".

Indian techie who drowned in US had texted
mother hours before tragedy, says relative

PTI B MUMBAI

Indian techie Siddhant Vitthal
Patil, who is presumed dead
after drowning in the Glacier
National Park in the United
States, had texted his mother
from the park hours before
the tragedy, his family said on
Friday.

"Last Friday, Siddhant called
up his mother Priti from the
Park and told her that he has
been in the Park for three
days with six other Indian
friends and is enjoying the
trip," his maternal uncle
Pritesh Chaudhari told PTI.
Chaudhari, who is based in
Pune, said Siddhant (26) also
texted his mother two hours
before the tragic incident,
telling her that he would be
returning to San Jose, where
he worked with Cadence
Design Systems, in another
three days. His friends got his
iPhone IMEI numbers from

the phone box in his room
and gave it to the Park rangers
in Montana and other
authorities to help in the
search work, Chaudhari said.
This hasn't yielded results yet,
he added. Both Priti, a
homemaker, and Siddhant's
father Vitthal, who retired
from Maharashtra
government's irrigation
department in May, are in
shock and not in a position to
speak, Chaudhari said.
"Suresh Sharma from the
Indian consulate in Seattle
called me after the incident as
he had given my number as a
contact to the US authorities,"
Chaudhari said.

"T have been in touch with the
consulate since Monday," he
said. Leaders from
Maharashtra, including
Sharad Pawar and Devendra
Fadnavis have written to the
government seeking its help,
he said. Union minister

Murlidhar Mohol, who hails
from Pune, is in touch with
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar for updates on the
search operation, he added.
"Siddhant went to the US in
2020 to do his MS from the
University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA).

He joined Cadence in 2023,"
Chaudhari said. Siddhant's
body is yet to be located
despite helicopters
conducting aerial searches,
but officials suspected that
the body was being held down
by submerged obstacles like
fallen trees and rocks. He is
presumed dead by authorities.
Rangers are continuously
monitoring the area and are
starting to recover personal
items that have washed
downstream. Rangers flew a
drone to try and determine
the location of the body, but
the effort was unsuccessful.

Default imprisonment of a convict over inability
to pay fine amounts to travesty of justice: HC

PTI W MUMBAI

he Bombay High Court

has ordered the release of
a man, who was in jail even
after completing his sentence
due to his inability to pay the
fine, noting that to make him
undergo the entire default
sentence would amount to
"travesty of justice".
A division bench of Justices
Bharati Dangre and Manjusha
Deshpande in a judgment of
June 27, a copy of which was
made available on Friday, said
the man has to be released
forthwith to ‘"prevent the
abuse of process of law".
The court ordered the
immediate release of the man,
who continued to be in jail
even after serving the
sentence handed to him. He
was undergoing the default
sentence for not being able to
pay the fine the trial court had
imposed on him.

Along with justice,

magnanimity is one of the
twin peaks of moral virtue,
said the HC.

"Tustice is not an artificial
virtue but it necessarily
embraces magnanimity," the
court said.

It added that the law
recognises the principle that
"mercy is reasonable in the
time of affliction as clouds of
rain in the time of drought".
The court was hearing a
petition filed by one Sikandar
Kale who was convicted in
2019 in 14 criminal cases in

Kolhapur on charges of house
trespassing, mischief and
theft.He had been in custody
since his arrest in 2017.

Kale was sentenced to two
years in all the cases and his
sentence was to run
concurrently. The magistrate
collectively fined him Rs
2,65,000 and imposed a
default sentence if he failed to
deposit the amount.

Kale in his plea said he had
served  his  conviction
sentence but since he was not
able to afford the fine due to

poverty, he was facing the
prospect of being incarcerated
for a further period of nine
years.

The man sought a reduction
of the default sentence.

The bench noted that the
petitioner belongs to the
financially weaker class of
society and continued to
remain in jail even after the
completion of his sentence as
he had not been able to
arrange the fine amount.

"If he is directed to undergo
the entire default sentence, he
will be required to be
incarcerated for a further
period of nine years, which in
our consideration would
amount to travesty of justice,"
HC said.The bench reduced
the fine amount imposed on
the petitioner in some of the
cases and said the sentence he
had undergone already shall
be considered as the default
sentence for not paying the
fine.

Snow cover in Himachal river basins
declined by 12.72% in 2023-24

PTI ® SHIMLA

The seasonal snow cover in
Chenab, Beas, Ravi and Sutlej
river basins in Himachal
Pradesh decreased by 12.72
per cent in 2023-24 compared
to 14.25 per cent in 2022-23, a

statement issued here on
Friday said.
During the early winter

months of 2023-24 (October
to November), the Chenab,
Beas and Sutlej basins showed
negative trends in snow cover,
whereas the Ravi basin
showed a marginal increase,
reflecting a positive trend, the
statement quoting a study
said. However, results for the
peak winter months indicated
significant declines in all the
basins -- 67 per cent in Sutlej,
44 per cent in Ravi, 43 per
cent in Beas and 42 per cent
in Chenab in January 2024,
according to the study
conducted by the State Centre
on Climate Change, under the
aegis of the HP Council for
Science, Technology, and
Environment (HIMCOSTE).

In February, a positive trend

'.h'h-.'p T E
was observed in all basins,
with an increase in snow
cover, continuing into March
2024.Based on the analysis, it
was observed that the decline
was 15.39 per cent in the
Chenab basin, 7.65 per cent in
Beas, 9.89 per cent in Ravi
and 12.45 per cent in Sutlej in
2023-24, leading to an overall
decline was 12.72 per cent,
Director-cum-Member
Secretary (HIMCOSTE) DC
Rana said.

We have information about
the total snowfall during the
winter season from the
various observatories

operating throughout
State but its spatial extent
reflecting that how much area
is under snow, cannot be
ascertained. But it has now
become possible to map the
geographical extent of the
area covered under snow
during winter season from
October to April by using
satellite data of different
resolutions,” Rana said.

Based on various studies, the
temperature in the Higher
Himalayan Region is
comparatively higher than the
low-lying areas, which is
affecting Himalayan reserves,

the

most of the glaciers are losing
mass,  Chief  Secretary
Prabodh  Saxena said.A
significant shift in snowfall
patterns during winters has
also been observed, affecting
river discharge during the
peak summer season, Saxena
said.

Shimla has experienced
almost negligible snow spells
during the last two winters,
indicating major changes in
weather patterns and if this
continues, water shortages
may occur in the coming
years, he added.

Not aware of decision: Himanta on removal
of Mahatma’s statue in Assam town

PTI B GUWAHATI

Two days after a statue of
Mahatma Gandhi was
removed for the construction
of a clock tower in Assam's
Doomdoma town, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Friday said he was
unaware of such a move and
would verify the facts.

His comment comes after the
Tinsukia  administration's
move to dismantle the statue
drew widespread criticism.
Sarma, reacting to a post by
Mahatma's great-grandson
Tushar Gandhi, wrote on X: "I
am not aware of this decision
taken by the district
administration. Let me verify
the facts."

The chief minister also
maintained that Assam owes
much to Mahatma Gandhi.
"He stood firmly with Bharat
Ratna Gopinath Bordoloi
when the Congress party led
by Nehru wanted to include
Assam in Pakistan under the
Grouping Plan," Sarma said
on the microblogging site.
The statue of Mahatma

Gandhi at the heart of the
town was removed on
Wednesday by the municipal
authorities to "make way for a
clock tower" to be constructed
there, locals said. Local
people had staged a
demonstration against the
administration's move.

On Thursday, Doomdoma
MLA Rupesh Gowala assured
them that a new and taller
statue of the Father of the
Nation would be erected at
the same site. The BJP

e

legislator claimed that the
statue was in a somewhat
dilapidated condition and the
new one would be installed
within six months, along with
beautification of the site.
Tushar Gandhi shared a news
clipping of the local
administration's move and
wrote, "Not surprising that
the BJP government in Assam
decided to replace Bapu's
statue with a clock tower in
Dibrugarh. Their slavish
colonial hangover persists."

Nitish's key aie
taunts Lalu for attending
Ambani wetding

. |

close aide of Bihar Chief

Minister Nitish Kumar on
Friday taunted RJD president
Lalu Prasad and his family for
attending the wedding of
Anant Ambani.State Rural
Works ~ Minister ~ Ashok
Choudhary was replying to
queries from journalists on
Prasad, his wife and former
CM Rabri Devi leaving for
Mumbai along with several
other family
members.Choudhary said the
RJD supremo "had served as
chief minister of Bihar for a
long time and hence, there is
nothing unusual about his
getting an invitation. But we
must notice the gap between
the words and deeds of these

people. Their ally Rahul
Gandhi keeps attacking
Ambani and Adani. RJD

leaders also do the same at
their own political rallies".
Prasad's son and heir
apparent Tejashwi Yadav had
told reporters that they had
been "invited" to the wedding
of Reliance group chief
Mukesh Ambani's son and
they were going to offer their
"best wishes".Choudhary, the
JD(U) leader, also rejected the
opposition's charge that the
chief minister was displaying
"helplessness” by offering to
touch the feet of officials at a
public function."It is the CM's
humility and his concern for
Bihar's growth. His gestures
are aimed at coaxing officials
to ensure projects get
completed in time. He does
not care about amassing
wealth for himself," said the
minister in an oblique
reference to corruption cases
against top leaders of RJD.
Kumar had on Wednesday
asked a representative of a
private company to expedite a
road project in Patna and
even offered to touch his feet
to speed it  up.The
septuagenarian's  awkward
gesture came at a function
where a stretch of TP Ganga
Path’, an expressway along the
river that promises to ease
traffic congestion in the city,
was dedicated to the public.

Parents should be kept informed about live-in
couples aged 18-21: Uttarakhand’s UCC panel

PTI B DEHRADUN

Apanel framing rules for
Uttarakhand's  Uniform
Civil Code is trying to ensure
that data provided by live-in
couples remains protected but
feels that information about
those aged between 18 and 21
should be given to their
parents, the committee's chief
said Friday. zZThe UCC, passed
by the Uttarakhand Assembly
in February, makes
registration of  live-in
relationships and marriages
mandatory.

On Friday, the report of an
expert committee on UCC was
uploaded on the website
www.Ucc.Uk.Gov.In.
Chairman of the UCC's rules-
making and implementation

N,

ND)

:

committee, Shatrughna Singh,
said it could not be made
public earlier because the
model code of conduct was in
force.The panel framing rules
for the implementation of
UCC will ensure there is no
breach of privacy of data
provided by people at the time
of registering their marriages
and live-in relationships, he
said at a press conference
here.Asked  whether the

mandatory  provision  of
informing the parents about a
live-in couple aged between 18
and 21 years would not be an
assault on their privacy, Singh,
who was formerly the chief
secretary of Uttarakhand, said
it was debatable.

"Data of live-in couples above
21 years of age will be totally
protected. But, for couples
aged between 18 and 21 years,
the committee was of the view
that the age (despite the fact
that they have voting rights) is
tender and so the parents
should also be kept in the loop
by way of precaution for the
safety of the couple," he said.
The Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) Bill, passed by the
Uttarakhand Assembly on
February 7, became a law with

President Droupadi Murmu
giving her assent to it on
March 11. Uttarakhand is the
first state in the country after
Independence to adopt the
UCC.

Singh said the work of the
rules-making and
implementation committee of
the UCC is in an advanced
stage. "Coding of rules for
implementation of the UCC is
in progress and is likely to be
completed soon."

Asked about Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami's recent comments that
UCC will be implemented by
October this year, he said the
panel has been trying its best
efforts to ensure that the law is
implemented within that
timeline.

Vizhinjam port will position India at top of
maritime map: Union Minister Sonowal

PTI W THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Union Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal on Friday said that
the international deep-water
trans-shipment  port  at
Vizhinjam here will offer a
"stiff competition" to similar
ports in Colombo and
Singapore.Sonowal said that
with its "locational advantage"
of being close to the
international shipping lanes
and its "deep-draft
capabilities”, the Vizhinjam
sea port was well positioned
as a preferred option for
trans-shipment.

The Union Minister for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways said
in view of the port's
capabilities to service mega
size container vessels, he
looks forward to seeing a

"positive  shift" in  the
international trans-shipment
cargo from Colombo and
Singapore to Vizhinjam in the
near future.

"This port will offer a viable
alternative and option to the
major shipping lanes to
mitigate the disruption in the
global supply chain," he said
in his speech on the occasion
of welcoming the first cargo
vessel at the port.

A 300-metre-long Chinese
mothership 'San Fernando',
which berthed at the port a
day ago, was on Friday
formally welcomed by Kerala
Chief =~ Minister  Pinarayi
Vijayan in a ceremony where
Sonowal was also present.
The mothership had on
Thursday docked at the port
being developed by Adani

Ports and Special Economic
Zone Ltd, (APSEZ), India's
largest port developer and
part of the Adani Group, in a
public-private  partnership
model at a cost of around Rs
8,867 crore. The mothership
carries large containers which
will be transferred to other
ships and later transported to
other ports in the country and
abroad. The union minister
said the port will help to
position India on the top of
the maritime map.

Sonowal said it was a big step
towards Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision to
create  world-class  port
facilities in the country.

He further said that the port
project also demonstrates
how a successful public-
private partnership (PPP)

between the Centre, state
government and the private
sector ‘"can unleash the
immense potential of our
maritime sector".

"This is one of the exemplary
success stories of the PPP
model in creating state-of-
the-art port infrastructure in
the country," he said.
Equipped with modern
equipment and advanced
automation and IT systems,
Vizhinjam  will become
India's first semi-automated
port, expected to be fully
commissioned in September
or October 2024.

The project, scheduled to be
commissioned in 2019, was
delayed due to issues with
land acquisition, various
natural calamities and the
Covid-19 pandemic.
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Do Democrats have a Plan B?

With Biden increasingly under attack for his lacklustre
performance, Democrats must be exploring alternatives

Biden as presidential candidate or find an alternative. Both choices are difficult and

The Democratic Party have to take a make-or-break decision- to continue with Joe

have their pros and cons. Biden's age and performance might push the party to
consider a Plan B. But the time is running out for Democrats and so are the options.
It all began much earlier but the presidential debate was the proverbial last straw when
Biden performed below par. However, Despite the challenges, there are strong arguments
for sticking with Biden. He has overseen a period of significant legislative achievements,
including the passage of a massive infrastructure bill, ambitious climate change initia-
tives, and a robust COVID-19 vaccination campaign. Biden's administration has also
navigated complex international relations, working to rebuild alliances and address glob-
al threats, especially China and Russia. His centrist approach has aimed to unify a deeply
divided nation, seeking to appeal to both progressive and moderate Democrats, as well

trum.

as independents and even some Republicans.
However, concerns about Biden's age and cognitive
abilities persist. At 81, he is the oldest president in US
history, and questions about his stamina and mental
acuity have been fodder for both political opponents
and media speculation. Polls indicate a significant por-
tion of the electorate is uneasy about his capacity to
serve another four-year term. Furthermore, his han-
dling of certain issues, such as the withdrawal from
Afghanistan and ongoing economic challenges, has
drawn criticism from both sides of the political spec-

These controversies have fueled speculation about

whether Biden is the best candidate to lead the Democrats to victory in 2024. But with
elections barely four months away Democrats would find a replacement rather hard.
Even invoking the 25th Amendment, which allows for the removal of a president deemed
unfit to serve, remains an extreme and unlikely scenario. Given the potential political
fallout and the necessity for clear, indisputable evidence of incapacity, this route is rather
a precarious one. If the Democrats decide to explore alternatives, several high-profile
figures could emerge as potential contenders. As the sitting vice president, Kamala Harris
is the most obvious choice. Her historic candidacy as the first female, first Black, and
first South Asian vice president offers a compelling narrative, but her leadership and
policy effectiveness will be under intense scrutiny. Next in line would be Pete Buttigieg,

w the pioneer

"The 'Taliban’s war

on Afghan women &

Despite denials by Taliban officials, the bravery of Afghan women coming
forward underscores the severe and dehumanising treatment they endure

piece in The
Guardian, bylined
Zahra Joya, Chris
McGreal, Khodadad
Poladi, Annie Kelly
and Tom Levitt, datelined July 6,
2024, and published under the
heading “Video appears to show
gang-rape of Afghan woman in
Taliban jail? makes horrifying
reading. According to the report,
the video recording, seen by The
Guardian and Rukhsana Media,
an online news agency focused
on covering issues affecting
women in Afghanistan, shows a
young woman, a human rights
activist, being gang-raped and
tortured in a Taliban jail by
armed men. It shows her being
told to take off her clothes and
then raped multiple times by two
men. She is seen as standing
naked, her face visible, and is
identifiable during the attacks.
The report cites the woman as
saying that she was arrested for
participating in a public protest
against the Taliban and was raped
in a Taliban prison.
The video was sent to her after she
had fled Afghanistan and spoken
out against the Taliban, with the
threat that it would be shown to
her family and released on social
media if she spoke against the
Islamic Emirate in public. It also

Kumar Singh has written in
the South Asia Terrorism
Portal (SATPOR, Volume 22,
Number 18) dated March 11,
2024, that the United Nations

Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan (UNAMA) had
expressed grave concern over
the arrest and detention of
women and girls for alleged
non-compliance with the

IT TAKES A

earned widespread notoriety
during their first stint in power,
for arbitrary and savage
enforcement-- with particular
harshness towards women--of
the government’s obscurantist
diktats.A series of measures
has followed.

Women are not allowed to
travel more than 70 kilometres
without a male escort who is

“offences” like using cell
phones, talking to men or
being in love or relationships.
All this was not unexpected
given the Taliban’s obscuran-
tist beliefs and record in power
during its first coming from
1996 to 2001.

What is surprising is the
silence—to say nothing of the
absence of effective action--of

the Secretary of Transportation and former mayor of South Bend, Indiana. His youth, ' cites other examples of sexual Islamic dress code. MASSIVE her husband or a mahram, a the rest of the world, even the
eloguence, and policy acumen make him a viable candidate. Then of course you have = abuse, beatings, and torture, He has quoted Roza AMOUNT OF close blood relative—father, Western lc}ernocracies, in the
Gavin Newsom, the governor of California has been a vocal advocate for progressive | ncluding by electric shocks, of - Otunbayeva, Special son brother, grandfather, great-  matter. The UN too seems to
L o . " not only those protesting against Representative of the UN COURAGE srandfather, nephew with be falling in line. This is sug-
policies and has shown I:GSI|IGI’ICG in the face of PO“t'Cal Cha"enggs_- The.Der.nocrats A€ | the Taliban’s squelching of Secretary-General and head of whom marriage is prohibited ~ gested by its surrender in the
caught between the devil and the deep sea. Ultimately, the decision will hinge on the = women’s rights but of young UNAMA, as observing that AND RESOLVE and, in whose presence, she case of the recent conference
party's assessment of Biden's ability to lead effectively and win re-election. women and teenagers accused of ~enforcement measures and FOR A WOMAN need not wear a hijab. Theyare  of global envoys, held in Doha,
violating hijab rules. Zabihullah  physical violence were “espe- s to wear “proper” hijabs, loose  Qatar, and attended by envoys

W Mujahid, Chief Spokesman and  cially demeaning and danger- OR HER black garments, covering their  of 25 countries including the
Deputy Minister of Information ous for Afghan women. bodies and faces, in public US, Russia, China and the

and Cultufre ;)til the Isla}rlnic De;clention, she continued, :ﬁr- RELATIVES, Elacesb and theil(’i male relati\gles European Union. The confer-

Emirat A ist ,  ried ti t i ) t t t

according to The Guardian put Afghan women at even TO STATE  under pain of punishment. with the Taliban on a variety

e report, denied the allegations of ~ greater risk” The Taliban’s war THAT SHE They are excluded from edu-  of issues, was the third of its

e —— widespread sexual assaults on on women--perhaps the most cation above the primarylevel ~ kind. The Taliban, which had

incarcerated women. While he diabolical feature of their first HAD BEEN and virtually every kind of not attended the earlier two,

could not have done otherwise, stint in power from 1996 to RAPED OR employment. Worse, inavoice attended it only after the

one can hardly doubt the womens  2001—continues in their sec- message broadcast by organisers accepted their con-

versions, given the stigma ond innings with rape and MOLESTED IN Afghanistans state television dition that women would not

attached to victims of sexual vio- molestation as a part of it. The on March 23, 2024, the attendit.The UN’s capitulation

lence in countries like process started in September CUSTODY Taliban’s supreme leader, has been widely condemned

Priests of Shiva Temple perform ‘pooja’ at the reception of con

< Py yy

tainer ship San Fernando, in Thiruvananthapuram PTI

Afghanistan. It takes a massive
amount of courage and resolve for
a woman, or her relatives, to state
that she had been raped or
molested in custody. Even the UN
has commented on the arrests
and detentions. Under the head-
ing “Permanent Darkness,” Ajit

2021 when the Taliban
removed the signboard of the
Ministry of Women's Affairs in
Kabul and replaced it with that
of the Ministry for the
Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice, the earli-
er incarnation of which had

Hibatullah Akhundzada, had
said, “We will flog the women
... we will stone them to death
in public [for adultery]”The
Taliban had started flogging
women even before the
announcement, administer-
ing at least 30 strokes for

by human rights organisations
which rightly believe it would
encourage the Taliban to fur-
ther trample on women’s
rights. But who cares?
(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The
views expressed are personal)
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Young philanthropists ushering

In new age of giving in India

With a burgeoning startup ecosystem, India is witnessing a new generation of

AMITABH SHAH

wealth creators who are passionate about funding impactful projects

Young philanthropists are
playing a catalytic role in
ushering in a new age of giv-
ing that underscores the need
for scalable change and long-
term impact. Having the
third-largest startup ecosys-
tem, and being home to 100
unicorns, India has given rise
to a new generation of wealth
creators who are young, tech-
driven, and passionate about
change. These ‘new-age’ phil-
anthropists are transforming
the country’s infrastructure
and bringing about long-last-
ing growth. Their efforts are
not just about giving back;
they are about driving sys-
temic and sustainable impact
across communities. For
instance, initiatives like the
Karnataka Model School
Pathways Programme are
redefining Indias education
system. In a world where
socioeconomic challenges are
pervasive, these young
change-makers are bringing
fresh perspectives and inno-
vative approaches to philan-
thropy, making it not only a
trend but also a powerful
force for social change.
Moving away from the tradi-
tional approach of philan-
thropy being seen as a post-
retirement task, this genera-

tion of philanthropists is start-
ing early, leveraging their
wealth, influence, and techno-
logical savvy to drive mean-
ingful change within their life-
time.

Instead of adhering to tradi-
tional models of charity,
young philanthropists are
adopting a more entrepre-
neurial approach, seeking out
innovative solutions and
investing in new focus areas
like climate change, mental
health, sports for develop-
ment, etc. The India
Philanthropy Report 2024
shows how emerging issues
like climate change and
Gender, Equity, Diversity and
Inclusion (GEDI) have
become the top three areas of
interest apart from tradition-
al causes for this new cohort
of young entrepreneurs.
Nikhil Kamath, CEO of
Zerodha and one of the

youngest philanthropists is a
strong advocate of climate
change. A founder of YIPP
which brings together young
entrepreneurs to address
pressing societal issues collec-
tively, Kamath had started
investing in environmental
problems way back in 2019
with the launch of Rainmatter
Foundation and recently
invested in a charity that
combats climate change in
India. These new age givers
are using technology to tack-
le some of India’s most press-
ing problems, combining
data-driven insights with a
deep understanding of social
issues to create long-term,
scalable impact. Their
approach has been guided by
a blend of head and heart
making their philanthropy
more strategic and forward-
thinking. Their willingness to
collaborate and pool time, tal-
ent and treasure for collective
impact is another character-
istic of this new generation of
philanthropists. Recognizing
the complexity of social chal-
lenges and the need for coor-
dinated action, they are forg-
ing partnerships with like-
minded individuals and orga-
nizations to amplify their
efforts. Collective philan-

thropy presents a dynamic
approach to otherwise tradi-
tional models of philanthropy,
opening avenues for innova-
tive solutions to India’s unique
problems. This spirit of col-
laboration is exemplified by
initiatives such as the YIPP
which was started in 2021 to
bring together young change
makers below the age of 45 to
create new-age solutions col-
lectively. With a clear focus on
accountability and scalability,
this 15-member group aims
to make their giving more
structured, bold and innova-
tive. Hailing from diverse
backgrounds, experiences and
philanthropic aspirations,
they are collectively a motivat-
ed force keen to showcase the
power of collaboration and
strength in working together
towards a set common goal.
With their entrepreneurial
spirit, technological acumen,
and commitment to collective
action, they are leading the
charge towards a brighter
tomorrow for India and the
world.
(The writer is founding
member, Young India
Philanthropic Pledge and
chief inspiration officet,
Yuva Unstoppable;
views are personal)

(SKM), India's largest farmers' organiza-
tion that led the historic 2020-21 protests,
has announced plans to resume their agi-
tation against the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment to push for their pending demands.
These demands include a guaranteed
MSP law, loan waivers, and pensions for
farmers and farmworkers. The General
Body has decided to restart the agitation,
demanding the implementation of the
agreement signed on December 9, 2021,
by the Secretary of the Department of
Agriculture and other key demands affect-
ing farmers' livelihoods.
The SKM plans to campaign against the
BJP in the upcoming assembly elections
and intends to expose, oppose, and pun-
ish the party. The farmers' movement has
significantly impacted Lok Sabha elections,
defeating the BJP in 38 rural seats across
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
and Maharashtra. Clearly, all is not well for
the BJP.

Bhagwan Thadani| Mumbai

PRIORITIES OF GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Madam — Madam,This is in reference to
the report, "Namami Ganga: Rs211 Crore
Splash to Keep Maha Kumbh Eco-
Friendly" (July 10). Whether the state gov-
ernment spends money on the Maha
Kumbh Mela (MKM) at Prayag or not, the
Modi government at the Centre is ready
to pour money into the coffers of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath's government
months ahead of the function. The
Government of India, which delayed the
payment of flood relief money to Tamil
Nadu for many months and finally released
a small amount with great reluctance coin-
ciding with the Lok Sabha elections, has
now 'splashed' Rs211 crore to the UP gov-
ernment quickly for the Mela scheduled for
January-February 2025. This money is
intended for preserving the purity of the
Ganga river and ensuring cleanliness
throughout the mega event. Just a week ago,
another annual global event, the Puri
Jagannath Rath Yatra, was celebrated by the
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orld Population Day is observed with
anrious programs aimed at achieving
overall population control worldwide,
and India is no exception. The focal theme

ISKCON organization in Odisha. It was
also a mega Hindu festival, but the Centre
did not choose to fund this festival.
However, the core issue I wish to point out
is the fate of the Clean Ganga project intro-
duced by the BJP government in its first
tenure, for which Rs 5,000 crore was allo-
cated. It is not known if the cleaning pro-
ject was completed, as no report was pre-
sented in Parliament. It is unclear whether
sustained maintenance is regularly done by
the UP government, whether a system has
been put in place to guard against the mis-
use and overcrowding of the Ganga river,
and whether steps are taken to prohibit the
immersion and floating of dead bodies in
the river. Protecting the holiness and
purity of the Ganga river is the foremost
duty of both the Centre and the UP gov-
ernment.

Manoharan Muthuswamy |Ramnad

SUPREME COURT’S ALIMONY VERDICT

Madam — The Supreme Court's decision
on alimony for divorced Muslim women
is significant. The court determined that
every woman, regardless of faith, has the

emphasises family planning to significantly
improve the health of mothers and children.
However, in India, discussions about control-
ling the population of over 1.35 billion peo-
ple often meet with resistance from both the
public and political leaders. Given the current
growth rate, India is expected to surpass
China’s population by 2025, ahead of the ear-
lier projection for 2028.
This year’s World Population Day on July 11
coincides with the anticipated birth of the
Earth’s eight billionth inhabitant. While this
milestone celebrates our diversity and
advancements in health that have extended
lifespans and reduced maternal and child mor-
tality rates, the uncontrolled population
increase poses a significant threat. The situ-
ation demands urgent attention and action to
avoid potential dangers.

Jayanthi Subramaniam| Mumbai

right to alimony. Justices B.V. Nagarathna
and Augustin George Masih, though mak-
ing independent decisions, ultimately
reached the same conclusion. Both indi-
cated that a divorced Muslim woman could
file a lawsuit against her husband under
Section 125 of the CrPC to receive alimo-
ny.
T}},le Supreme Court's ruling is admirable
and consistent with the duties of a welfare
state. This verdict mirrors the one hand-
ed down in the Shah Bano case on April
23, 1985. Previously, alimony for divorced
women was determined by Muslim
Personal Law, which allowed alimony
only during the Iddat period. However, the
Supreme Court declared that Section 125
of the Indian Penal Code is equally applic-
able to all women, allowing them to claim
alimony even after Iddat. Many divorced
Muslim women do not remarry, and
receiving alimony only during the Iddat
period does not resolve their issues.
Abhijit Roy | Jamshedpur
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BALANCING EMPATHY
AND PROFESSIONALISM

While layoffs are challenging, there is
room for improving how they are managed

RACHNA LAKHPATI

Layoffs are never easy. The impact on the affected employees will
be deep and most often devastating; it is a turning point in their
professional and personal lives—a stressful one, of course. But
what the majority of people are not aware of is that those tasked
to deliver the message—the HR professionals—also carry an emo-
tional burden. It may be the senior leadership making tough deci-
sions, but HR bears the heart-wrenching job of communicating them.
HR professionals are often the stoic face of the company during
these times. But behind the professionalism of that stone exterior
is a very real understanding of the weight of their actions. They,
too, are humans.

They also carry the burden of those decisions. The difference lies
in their need to balance empathy with the requirement of uphold-
ing company policies and procedures, often concealing their feel-
ings in the process. When an HR professional sits down with an
employee to discuss a layoff, how complicated the emotions in that
moment can be is beyond measure. They know they are deliver-
ing news that will change a life. However, how that news is con-
veyed does indeed have an impact.

There are no ideal words to cushion the blow, but compassion can
help ease the transition. Difficult situations present an opportuni-
ty for HR professionals to think of effective strategies. They can
understand and relate to the challenges faced by their staff, while
also providing a positive outlook and potential for growth. They could
say, "l do appreciate that this job may be a priority to you, but on
the other hand, this could be one of those opportunities for upskilling
to do something you are passionate about." | mean, such words,
though they don't diminish the hardship—can usher in a glimmer
of positivity.

This compassionate attitude toward the situation epitomises how
such initiatives can give hope and dignity to the employees during
this painful process of transition. It is important to keep in mind
that neither the employee nor the organisation wants to end their
—_—

relationship on a sour note. By approaching layoffs with profes-
sionalism laced with humanity, HR can help ensure a transition to
be as respectful and supportive as possible, even while it remains
painful.
That being said, while layoffs can be one of the more challenging
aspects of corporate life, there is certainly room for improvement
in how these transitions are handled. Showing empathy, fostering
clear communication, and providing support can greatly improve
the experience for those undergoing layoffs. In times of uncertain-
ty and change, it's important to remember that even small acts of
kindness can make a difference.
Moreover, providing outplacement services, career counseling, and
job search assistance can help laid-off employees find new oppor-
tunities more quickly. Encouraging networking and offering work-
shops on resume writing and interview skills can also make a sig-
nificant difference. HR departments can collaborate with local busi-
nesses and employment agencies to create a support network for
those affected.
By taking these extra steps, companies can demonstrate a gen-
uine commitment to the well-being of their employees, even in dif-
ficult times. This holistic approach not only aids in the immediate
transition but also helps maintain a positive company reputation
in the long term.

(The writer is a motivator; views are personal)
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NATO: A legacy of

conflict and controversy

¥
NILANTHA
ILANGAMUWA

As the alliance celebrates its 75th milestone, it faces scrutiny for its violations
of international law and its failure to protect civilians in numerous conflicts

he North Atlantic Treaty

I Organization (NATO), widely regard-
ed as the most notorious and ven-
omous military alliance in history; celebrat-
ed its 75th anniversary in Washington this
week, amidst claims of establishing global
peace. However, NATO's actions have
often spread war across continents in pur-
suit of supremacy. Following a disastrous
performance in the presidential debate,
President Joe Biden unsurprisingly
announced increased military aid to
Ukraine, targeting their 'designated enemy’
at the expense of this small European
nation. NATO's ambitions are clear: to
weaken Russia through proxy wars and to

provoke China into potential conflict in |

Asia.

However, finding examples where NATO
has truly ensured peaceful lives for ordinary
people, rather than pursuing its broader goal
of supremacy through alliances with ene-
mies of its enemies, remains
challenging NATO must be held account-

able for its violations of international law :
and its failure to protect unarmed civilians :
in nearly every conflict it has engaged in :
since its inception. While NATO celebrat- :
ed its 75th anniversary, mainstream media
barely acknowledged the 25th anniversary :
of NATO's intervention in Yugoslavia—a :
glaring failure of this war-oriented :
alliance.June 10 marks the 25th anniversary
of the end of NATO's bombing campaign :
in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, ini- :
tiated without UN Security Council :
approval and lasting 78 days. NATO :
dropped 22,000 tonnes of bombs, includ- :
ing 15 tonnes of depleted uranium, result- :
ing in over 2,500 deaths, including 79 chil-
dren, and displacing over a million resi- :
dents. The aftermath included long-term :
health and environmental impacts from :
depleted uranium munitions. In the decade :
following the bombing, approximately :
30,000 people in Serbia developed cancer,
with over 10,000 deaths. Studies indicate :

increased cancer rates and other serious
health issues among children born after :

1999. Three thousand victims have filed

lawsuits against NATO, despite the alliance :
claiming immunity based on agreements :

with Serbia and Montenegro.

Serbian experts dispute this, stating that no :
agreements grant NATO immunity for past :
war crimes. NATO's attempts to evade :
accountability only accentuate its war :
crimes and the suffering it caused.Since its :
establishment, NATO's military opera- :
tions have frequently resulted in chaos and :
trauma rather than peace and stability. From
April 1992 to December 1995, the war in :
Bosnia and Herzegovina erupted amongits

three main ethnic groups over their future
and territorial divisions. Shortly before the

outbreak of war in Bosnia, NATO hastily :
recognised Bosnia and Herzegovina's inde-
pendence, exacerbating ethnic conflicts in
the region. NATO launched extensive
airstrikes against Bosnian Serbs, eventual- :
ly compelling the three ethnic groups to sign
the Framework Agreement for Peace in

Bosnia and Herzegovina.

As a consequence, 278,000 civilians per- :
ished, over 2 million people became :
refugees, and the war inflicted more than :
£5.1 billion in direct economic losses, with :
the majority of economic facilities :
destroyed. The Kosovo War, ignited by :
ethnic tensions and led by the US-backed :
NATO without UN authorisation, lasted :
from March 24, 1999, to June 10, 1999. The :
three-month bombing campaign caused :
1,800 civilian deaths, 6,000 injuries, and sub-

: stantial infrastructure damage,
¢ amounting to economic losses of
¢ £150 billion. This marked NATO's
i first offensive war against a sover-
¢ eign state without UN approval,
¢ marking a shift towards interven-
i tionism and expansionism.

: NATO's actions violated interna-
¢ tional law, including the UN Charter
i and the Vienna Convention on
i Diplomatic Relations, through the
i use of force against Belgrade.
i Despite this, no NATO member has
i been fully held accountable for
¢ their actions, in stark contrast to
i incidents involving their erstwhile
¢ 'puppets,' such as the swift hanging
i of Saddam Hussein of Iraq by
i Western forces or the extrajudicial
¢ killing of Muammar Gaddafi of
i Libya, famously remarked on by for-
: mer Secretary of State Hillary
¢ Clinton with, 'We came, we saw, he

~ AMIDST THE
~ CELEBRATION OF
THIS MILITARY
ALLIANGE, ASIA
FACES THE
DAUNTING
TASK OF
SAFEGUARDING
ITS POSITION

: AGAINST A
COALITION ADEPT
AT LEVERAGING
PROXIES TO.
ACHIEVE ITS
OBJECTIVES

war-torn country.

¢ This is the legacy left behind by
i those who claimed they could guar-
i antee a peaceful life under a rule-
i based system founded on democ-
i ratic norms. During this period, ter-
. rorist networks such as the East
i Turkestan Islamic Movement and
i Al-Qaeda expanded, worsening
i regional instability. This pattern of
i devastation persisted in Iraq and
* Libya, where NATO interventions

died.Tn Afghanistan, the US-led
NATO coalition launched a war
against al-Qaida and the Taliban on
October 7,2001, in response to the
September 11 attacks.

The two-decade-long conflict ended
abruptly with the withdrawal of US
and NATO forces in May 2021,
resulting in 241,000 deaths, includ-
ing 71,000 civilians, and displacing
millions.

The war generated significant eco-
nomic losses, averaging approxi-
mately £45 million per day, and led
to social disorder in Afghanistan,
with 72% of the population living
below the poverty line and 3.5 mil-
lion children deprived of education.
A new report issued this Monday by
the United Nations International
Children's Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) revealed shocking statis-
tics: over 24% of Afghan children
aged 5-17 experience anxiety, while
15% suffer from depression in this

resulted in substantial civilian casu-
alties and prolonged instability.
NATO's actions consistently under-
mined peace and security, earning
it a reputation as a war machine
rather than a force for
peace.However, in Ukraine, NATO
finds itself in disarray, having under-
estimated Russia's determination to
defend its interests while overesti-
mating its ability to expand its mil-
itary alliance to Moscow's doorstep.
The strategy of flooding Ukraine
with weaponry for swift victory has
backfired, with Russia proving
resilient in defence.

As the conflict drags on, NATO
member states face escalating costs
and inflationary debt, while Ukraine
depletes its fighting-age soldiers.
Western leaders, deeply invested in
the conflict, encounter diminishing
confidence in Ukraine's capacity to
reclaim territories without escalat-
ing the conflict and potentially
involving NATO troops— a move
that lacks public support.In recent
months, Russia has made incremen-
tal territorial gains, advancing in the
Kharkiv Oblast and compelling
Ukrainian forces to retreat from a
neighbourhood in ChasivYar,
Donetsk.

However, the lack of significant
progress has raised doubts about
Russia's capabilities. While strug-
gling to maintain the frontline,
Ukraine has targeted Russian ships,
energy depots, and border regions
with drones, resulting in casualties.
Two and a half years into the con-
flict, neither side appears capable of
achieving a military solution.
Ukraine faces substantial challenges
in reclaiming captured territories,
while Russia's aggression has bol-
stered NATO's resolve, which now
pledges long-term support for Kyiv.
A viable resolution entails bringing
both parties to the negotiating
table. Chinese President Xi Jinping
and Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi have expressed
support for dialogue. Russia's allies
should urge President Vladimir
Putin to cease hostilities and engage
earnestly in negotiations, while
Ukraine's supporters should
encourage Kyiv to consider peace
talks— although NATO vehement-

ly opposes this idea.
With American elections looming,
a Trump victory could pave the way
for a negotiated settlement, where-
as a Biden re-election might prolong
the conflict, potentially transform-
ing Ukraine into another
Afghanistan or Vietnam.
Meanwhile, Russia's economy has
strengthened despite sanctions,
buoyed by trade partnerships with
China and India.
Historians might view the US-led
NATO expansion as a strategic
failure that catalysed the formation
of an alliance among BRICS nations
to counter NATO. President Xi
Jinping perceives Putin as pivotal in
opposing the United States and its
allies, although a new Trump
administration could potentially
avert broader conflict and repair
relations with adversaries. The sum-
mit's news report highlighted
NATO and its Indo-Pacific part-
ners— Japan, South Korea,
Australia, and New Zealand—
launching four joint projects aimed
at deepening cooperation,
announced by US National Security
Advisor Jake Sullivan at the NATO
Defence Industry Forum. Amidst
the celebration of this military
alliance, Asia faces the daunting task
of safeguarding its position against
a coalition adept at leveraging prox-
ies to achieve its objectives. This his-
torical pattern resonates with
poignant examples throughout his-
tory.
Asia's imperative now is to cultivate
robust trade relationships and set-
tle territorial disputes through con-
structive dialogue, preempting
external interference. History pre-
sents a stark choice: yield to foreign
ambitions, akin to the post-World
War II tragedies and subsequent
killing fields from Vietnam, Laos,
Cambodia, and West Asia to pre-
sent-day conflicts in Afghanistan,
Libya, and Syria, or thrive together
in dignified coexistence. The path
to a peaceful future hinges on a uni-
fied commitment to peace and
saying no to NATO and its proxies.
Better the devil you know than the
angel you don't.

(The writer is a journalist and

author. Views are personal)

Modi-Putin summit revives India-Russia relations amid global tensions
The meeting underscored India’s strategic balancing act between global powers while prioritising its own economic and security needs

ing perception that ties

between India and Russia

re losing momentum, even
stagnating, the summit-level
meeting between PM
Narendra Modi and President
Vladimir Putin should help
impart a fresh impetus to
bilateral relations.
Held after a gap of over two
years, amid the ongoing
geopolitical churn, the 22nd
summit saw the two sides
resolve to unlock the full
potential of their strategic
partnership. The summits
outcomes conveyed New
Delhis intent to continue to
forge closer ties with Moscow,
notwithstanding the wide-
spread Western opprobrium
Putin has drawn after Russia
invaded Ukraine and the con-
sequent sanctions slapped on

Just when there was a grow-
e
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his country. With Putin preoc-
cupied with the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war, now into
its third year, the summit-level
meetings had fallen by the
wayside. The last summit was
held in New Delhi in
December 2021.

The summit indicated eager-
ness on the part of both sides
to not just reinvigorate the
‘Special and Privileged
Strategic Partnership, but also
make economic cooperation

the lynchpin of the relation-
ship. This was reflected in a
separate joint statement
spelling out nine key areas for
economic cooperation, with a
new bilateral trade target of $
100 billion being set for 2030.
While the Modi-Putin Summit
left Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy express-
ing “disappointment and a
devastating blow to peace
efforts to see the leader of the
world’s largest democracy hug
the world’s most bloody crim-
inal’, it's unlikely to hurt New
Delhi’s close ties with Kyiv.
India may not have con-
demned the invasion, but
Modi did tell Putin “there is no
peace on the battlefield” while
reiterating India’s position on
the need for dialogue. While
Washington also expressed its
displeasure over the Modi-

Putin meeting, it is unlikely
that will allow this to impact
the trajectory of its ties with
Moscow, propelled as they are
by India’s strategic imperatives.
One of them, of course, is the
tightening Russia-China
embrace. The thrust on clos-
er ties with Russia will also
help address Moscow’s con-
cerns over New Delhi’s decid-
edly pronounced tilt towards
Washington. India has so far
managed to do a fine balanc-
ing act between the two geopo-
litical rivals and should contin-
ue to do so.

India sees Russia as a time-test-
ed trusted partner. Much as the
Western world would like to
keep a sanctions-hit Russia iso-
lated over the Ukraine war,
India’s push for broader and
deeper economic linkages
reflects its own strategic

needs.India’s purchase of
Russian oil despite the sanc-
tions will not just continue but
is expected to increase further.
Crude imports from Russia
have increased from 2.5 mil-
lion tonnes in 2021 to 90 mil-
lion tonnes in 2023, with India
being clear this is vital for its
energy security. Investments in
the energy sector by both
sides also remain a top prior-

ity. Fertilizer imports from
Russia, too, are seen as vital for
India’s agriculture sector.
Russian oil imports have
helped push the bilateral trade
figures to $65.70 billion. But
while Indian imports were
worth $61.44 billion, its
exports accounted for a mere
$4.26 billion.

While happy to import
Russian oil at discounted rates,
New Delhi will need to address
this trade imbalance by widen-
ing the trade basket with
Russia. Among the major
export items from India are
pharmaceuticals, organic
chemicals, iron and steel and
electrical machinery.

That the two sides agreed to
look at the possibility of elim-
inating non-tariff trade barri-
ers and the setting up of a
Eurasian Economic Union

(EAEU)-India Free Trade Area
shows the seriousness of intent
to promote bilateral trade.
The nudge to begin full nego-
tiations for a free trade agree-
ment between India and the
EAEU too should lend a fillip
to trade ties.

Connectivity too remains a
priority for both sides. It would
mean access for Indian goods
to the Eurasian markets.
However, the proposed INSTC
(International North-South
Transport) Corridor is still a
long way away from becoming
a reality. While there is
renewed interest between the
two sides to establish a
Chennai-Vladivostok
Maritime Corridor, which was
first mooted in 2019, it also
remains to be seen whether it
will fructify. The summit,
of course, also emphasized

the importance of robust coop-
eration in the defence sector,
which is an important element
of India’s security paradigm.
Russia remains India’s biggest
arms supplier despite New
Delhi’s continuing efforts to
diversify by turning to others
like the US, France and Israel
to meet its requirements. India
would have undoubtedly
sought to address its concerns
over the delays in the supply of
Russian military hardware and
spares owing to the Ukraine
war.The Modi-Putin Summit
may have left the West fulmi-
nating, but it’s fairly obvious
New Delhi will plough its fur-
row so long as it serves its
strategic priorities. The
writer is a senior journalist
who writes on foreign affairs.
(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist; views are personal)
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‘Determined to run in re-election, will defeat Trump’

AP B WASHINGTON

defiant US President Joe

Biden has insisted that he
is “determined” and fit to seek
re-election and defeat his
Republican rival Donald
Trump in November, even as
two excruciating gaffes marred
his efforts to dismiss concerns
over his age and fitness.During
a high-stakes solo news confer-
ence on Thursday at the con-
clusion of the NATO Summit
here, Biden said that no poll or
person is telling him that he
can’'t win reelection currently.
That is the only way he would
consider ending his presiden-
tial bid.
“I'm determined to run,” 81-
year-old Biden, the oldest sit-
ting US President, said.“The
fact is that the consideration is
that I think ’'m the most qual-
ified person to run for presi-
dent. I beat him (Trump) once,
and T will beat him again.
Secondly.. the idea that sena-
tors and congressmen are run-
ning for office worrying about
the ticket is not unusual and I

might add, there were at least
five presidents running or
incumbent presidents who had
lower numbers than I have
now later in a campaign,’
Biden said.

“So there’s a long way to go in
this campaign, and so I'm just
going to keep moving, keep
moving,” he said.

Toward the beginning of the
question-and-answer session,
Biden mistakenly referred to
Vice President Kamala Harris
as former President Trump
amid mounting questions sur-
rounding his mental acuity.

He said Harris was qualified to
be president as well, although
he misnamed her in the
endorsement.

“I wouldn’t have picked vice-
president Trump to be vice-
president if she’s not qualified
to be president,” Biden said.
He made a similar mistake ear-
lier in the day, accidentally call-
ing Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelensky
“President Putin” while intro-
ducing him during a NATO
event. He continued to defy the
pleas from a growing number
of Democrats to step down
from the Democratic ticket.
Asked if he was determined to
stay in the race despite the fears
of some Democratic lawmak-
ers, Biden said, “I'm deter-
mined on running, but I think
its important that I realise
allay fears by seeing - let them
see me out there. Let them see
me out”

He said his campaign was
strong and working hard in
“toss-up states.”

“.look, I got more work to do.
We've got more work to finish.

We made so much progress.
Think about where we are
economically relative to the
rest of the world. Name me a
world leader who wouldn’t
want to trade places with our
economy. We created over
800,000 manufacturing jobs,
...so things are moving. We've
got more to go,” the president
said.

“Working-class people still
need help. Corporate greed is
still at large. Corporate profits
have doubled since the pan-
demic. They’re coming down
and so I'm optimistic about
where things are going,” he
asserted.

Biden added that he is seeking
his re-election not for his lega-
cy. “T'm in this to complete the
job I started. As you recall,
understandably, many of you
and many economists thought
my initial initiatives that I put
forward can’t do that because
it’s going to cause inflation.
Things are going to skyrocket.
The debts going to go up.
What are you hearing now
from mainstream econo-

mists?”

“Sixteen economic Nobel lau-
reates said I've done a hell of a
job, that under my plan so far
and what’s going to happen in
the future if ’'m reelected, that
things are going to get much
better. Our economy is grow-
ing. I was determined when I
got elected to stop the trickle-
down economic theory that if
the wealthy did very well,
everybody else would do well?
the president said.

Biden refuted reports that he
told his aides that he needed to
go to bed earlier and end
meetings around eight in the
evening.

“That’s not true... what I said
was, instead of my every day
starting at seven and going to
bed at midnight, itd be smarter
for me to pace myself a little
more. And I said, for example,
the 8:00, 7:00, 6:00 stuff,
instead of starting the fundrais-
er at 9:00, start at 8:00. People
get to go home by 10:00. That's
what I'm talking about,” he
said.

When asked about what

changed his mind when in
2020 he said that he would be
the bridge candidacy for a
younger, fresher generation of
Democratic leaders, Biden
said: “What changed was the
gravity of the situation I inher-
ited in terms of the economy,
our foreign policy and domes-
tic division.”

Biden also offered extensive
remarks on thorny foreign
policy issues, including compe-
tition with China and the
Israel-Hamas war.

He said he had warned Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu away from an occu-
pation of the Gaza Strip.

He said he was directly in con-
tact with Chinese President Xi
Jinping to warn him not to
offer further support for
Russia’s war in Ukraine, but not
with Vladimir Putin, whom he
said: “I have no reason to
speak to him right now.”
Biden said he was totally
opposed to the occupation
and trying to unite
Afghanistan. He said that the
US should have left the coun-

worid

try after killing Osama bin
Laden.“There’s no need to
occupy anywhere. Go after
the people who did the job.
You may recall I still get criti-
cized for it, but I was totally
opposed to the occupation
and trying to unite
Afghanistan,” he told reporters
at a news conference.“Once we
got bin Laden, we should have
moved on because it was not in
our — and no one’s ever going
to unite that country;” he said.
“I've been over every inch of
that — not every inch, the
entirety from the poppy fields
all the way to the north. I said
don’t make the same mistake
we made.

Don't think that’s what you
should be doing is doubling
down,” he said.

Meanwhile, three House
Democrats — Representative
Jim Himes of Connecticut,
Scott Peters of California and
Eric Sorensen of Illinois — on
Thursday joined others to call
on President Biden to step
aside from the 2024 race follow-
ing the news conference.

Emergency crews recover bodies 1n
Gaza City as negotiations continue

AP M DEIR-AL-BALAH

Dozens of bodies collected
throughout Gaza City’s Tel
al-Hawa neighbourhood
arrived at Al-Ahli Hospital on
Friday morning while civil
defence workers said they con-
tinued to recover the dead
from destroyed streets and
buildings. Hospital director
Fadel Naem told The
Associated Press that people
both dead and wounded had
been brought from Tel al-
Hawa to the hospital less than
a day after it resumed opera-
tions following the evacuation
earlier in the week due to the
fighting in the area.

About 60 bodies have been
recovered, including entire
families who appeared to have
been killed by artillery fire
and aerial bombardment,
Mahmoud Basal, the director
of Civil Defense in Gaza said.
“There are homes that we can-
not reach, and there are those

who were burned inside their
homes,” he said, noting many
of those who were killed had
left nearby shelters after being
ordered to evacuate.

The Israeli military said it
could not comment on Tel al-
Hawa. The scenes mirror those
in another Gaza City neigh-
bourhood, Shujaiyyah, from
which Israel’'s military has with-
drawn in recent days.

On Thursday, civil defence
workers found an additional 60
bodies in Shujaiyyah under
similar circumstances, with
more believed to be buried
under rubble. Basal said bod-
ies in Tel al-Hawa were found
decomposing or partially
mauled by dogs.

The latest announcements of
casualties comes as the United
Nations estimates that about
300,000 Palestinians were still
in northern Gaza, as of earlier
this week, despite being
ordered to evacuate. Much of
the population left earlier in the
war. Most of Gaza’s 2.3 million

people are now experiencing
widespread hunger while
crammed into squalid tent
camps. Israel launched the war
in Gaza after Hamas' Oct 7
attack in which militants
stormed into southern Israel,
killed some 1,200 people —
mostly civilians — and abduct-
ed about 250. Since then, Israeli
ground offensives and bom-
bardments have killed more
than 38,300 people in Gaza,
according to the territory’s
Health Ministry. It does not
distinguish between combat-
ants and civilians in its count.
Meanwhile in Cairo, mediators
continue to push to narrow
gaps between Israel and Hamas
over a proposal deal that would
include a cease-fire and hostage
release in Gaza. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s office
said on Thursday that Israel
would send a delegation for
further talks as US, Egyptian
and Qatari mediators attempt
to seal an agreement.

Obstacles remain, however as

Hamas insists that talks contin-
ue until a permanent cease-fire
is reached while Netanyahu
says Israel won't agree to any
deal that would stop its military
campaign before Hamas is
eliminated. Netanyahu is under
growing pressure both domes-
tically and internationally.
Large segments of the Israeli
population are demanding an
agreement to release the
hostages after nine months of
war, though Netanyahu has
insisted that the offensive won’t
end until Israel achieves its goal
of eliminating Hamas. Relatives
of hostages are marching to
Jerusalem to demand a deal
and the release of their loved
ones as Israeli politicians,
including Defence Minister
Yoav Gallant, call for a broad
government investigation into
the conduct of Israel’s leaders.
A risk of regional escalation
remains. Israel’s military said
Friday one of its soldiers was
killed in combat in northern
Israel as the country’s army and

Hungary's Orban faces backlash over
his rogue ‘peace mission’ meetings

Budapest (AP): Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban
has made a Trumpian vow to
“Make Europe Great Again’
during his country’s six-
month presidency of the
European Union. As a first
step last week, he astonished
his allies by making a surprise
trip to Ukraine — his first
since Moscow invaded the
country — followed by simi-
larly unannounced visits to
Russia and China for talks
with two of the EU’s primary
adversaries. The EU’s longest-
serving leader — who has
endorsed former President
Donald Trump and is known
as having the warmest rela-
tions with Vladimir Putin in
the bloc — wrapped up a
NATO summit in
Washington on Thursday
before travelling to Trump’s
Mar-a-Lago compound — his
latest stop on what he calls a
“peace mission” aimed at bro-
kering an end to Russia’s war
in Ukraine.

Orban shared a photo of him-
self and Trump on social
media with the caption: “We
discussed ways to make peace.
The good news of the day: he’s
going to solve it!”

On his own social media site,
Trump posted: “Thank you
Viktor. There must be
PEACE, and quickly”

But Orban’s talks with Putin
last week in Moscow, the first
such visit by any EU leader
since 2022, and his meeting
with Xi Jinping in Beijing,

have angered the bloc’s lead-
ers and prompted attempts to
contain Hungary during the
next six months of its EU
presidency. “As the president
country, one must act as an
honest broker and not give
the impression that you are
speaking for other countries,’
Swedish Prime Minister Ulf
Kristersson told reporters at
the NATO summit on
Thursday. “(Orban) in reali-
ty is abusing the EU presiden-
cy and hijacking it for his own
purposes” Peter Kreko, an
analyst with the Budapest-
based think tank Political
Capital, said that Hungary’s
rotating presidency has thus
far been an exercise in “troll
diplomacy,” and that Oban’s
self-declared “peace mission”
will only isolate him further
from his Western partners
who increasingly regard him
as working against EU and
NATO interests and under-
mining their efforts to assist
Ukraine.

‘Kamala Harris
IS qualified to
be president’

Washington (PTI): US
President Joe Biden on
Thursday said his deputy, Vice
President Kamala Harris, is
“qualified” to lead the country.
At a high-stake press confer-
ence here on Thursday, Biden
said, “From the very beginning,
I made no bones about that.
She is qualified to be the pres-
ident. That’s why I picked her”
When asked about the reasons
for this, he said “Firstly because
of the way she’s handled the
issue of freedom of women’s
bodies, to have control of their
bodies and secondly, her abil-
ity to handle almost any issue
on the board”

“This was a hell of a prosecu-
tor. She was a first-rate person
and in the Senate, she was real-
ly good. I wouldn't have picked
her unless I thought she was
qualified to be the president,’
Biden said.

Harris, 59, is the first woman,
the first Black American, and
the first South Asian American
to be elected as US Vice
President in 2020.

Biden’s remarks on Harris
came amidst growing calls for
the 81-year-old to step aside
from the race for the White
House in November since he
stumbled through a TV debate
with his Republican rival
Donald Trump last month.
The president mistakenly
referred to Kamala Harris as
former president Trump dur-
ing the press conference. He
said, “T wouldn’t have picked
Trump to be the vice president,
did T think she was not quali-
fied to be president...”

“The fact is that the consider-
ation is that I think I'm the
most qualified person to run
for president. I beat him once
and I will beat him again,
Biden said.

“The idea that senators and
congressmen are running for
office worrying about the tick-
et is not unusual. And I might
add, there were at least five
presidents running or incum-
bent presidents who had lower
numbers than I have now later
in a campaign,” he said.

So, there’s a long way to go in
this campaign and so I'm just
going to keep moving, Biden,
the presumptive candidate of
the Democratic Party, said.

Teen held after
UK gurdwara
attack with
bladed weapon

London (PTI): A 17-year-old
boy remains in custody after two
women were injured in a sus-
pected religiously aggravated
incident involving a “bladed
weapon” at a gurdwara in Kent,
south-east England, local police
said on Friday. Kent Police said
its officers were called to the Sri
Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara
on Thursday evening to inves-
tigate reports that a male had
entered the place of worship and
attempted to assault members of
the gathering. The gurdwara,
among the largest in Europe,
said that ‘Guru Granth Sahib Ji’
was not present in the Darbar
Hall at the time of the incident.
“It was reported that a male had
entered the location and
attempted to assault those in
attendance whilst armed with a
bladed weapon. Nobody was
seriously injured during the
incident but two women
required medical attention for
cuts and bruises,” Kent Police
said in a statement. The officers
arrested the teenage boy on
suspicion of attempted murder
and a religiously aggravated
public order offence and also
recovered the bladed weapon
from the scene. The police have
described it as an “isolated inci-
dent” and nobody else is cur-
rently being sought in connec-
tion with the attack. “We under-
stand the community’s con-
cerns in relation to the events at
the gurdwara, however we are
treating it as an isolated inci-
dent,”  said  Detective
Superintendent Ian Dyball of
Kent Police.

“Patrols will remain in the area
for reassurance and we thank the
community for their ongoing
support and assistance;” he said.
According to the gurdwara’s
management team, the suspect
was spotted by its security team
and police were called immedi-
ately. “A person has been arrest-
ed by Kent Police on suspicion
of attempted murder, after enter-
ing the gurdwara and creating an
incident in one of the Darbar
Halls. We can confirm that the
incident happened after
Sukhasan and ‘Guru Granth
Sahib Ji” was not present in the
Darbar Hall” read a gurdwara
statement.

4 migrants die while
attempting to cross
English Channel

Paris (AP): Four migrants have
died while trying to cross the
English Channel on an inflat-
able boat from France to the
UK, French authorities said on
Friday. The migrants’ vessel
capsized and punctured off
the coast of Boulogne-sur-Mer,
in northern France, the prefec-
ture responsible for the region
said in a statement. Sixty-three
people were rescued by the
French coast guard.

A French navy patrol boat
spotted the overcrowded vessel
early Friday as it deflated off the
French coast. Several people
were “drifting in the water
while others were still clinging
to the broken rubber dingy’,
the statement said. Navy ves-
sels, a fishing boat and a Navy
helicopter joined the effort.
Survivors were brought to the
shore in Boulogne to receive
medical attention and tempo-
rary shelter, the statement also
said. Migrants trying to reach
the UK risk drowning as they

try to cross the busy English
Channel, often aboard crowd-
ed, unseaworthy boats.

French maritime officials
responsible for the Channel
and the North Sea warned
anyone who plans to cross the
Channel to reconsider due to
the many risks involved in the
perilous journey. The channel
is one of the busiest waterways
in the world, with more than
600 commercial ships sailing
through it daily, and weather
conditions are often difficult
due to strong winds that pre-
vail 120 days a year, their
Friday statement said. “I’s dan-
gerous even when the sea
seems calm,” they said.

Friday’s tragedy in the channel
comes amid a continuing flow
of people making the journey
to the UK. The latest figures
from Britain’s Home Office,
which deals with immigration
issues, show that 62 people
travelled across the Channel in
one boat on Thursday, taking

XS blue checks deceptive, transparency
falls short under social media law

AP W LONDON

The European Union said
Friday that blue check-
marks from Elon MusK’s X are
deceptive and that the online
platform falls short on trans-
parency and accountability
requirements, the first charges
against a tech company since
the bloc’s new social media reg-
ulations took effect. The
European Commission out-
lined the preliminary findings
from its investigation into X,
formerly known as Twitter,
under the 27-nation bloc’s
Digital Services Act.

The rulebook, also known as
the DSA, is a sweeping set of
regulations that requires plat-
forms to take more responsibil-
ity for protecting users and
cleaning up their sites, under
threat of hefty fines.

Regulators took aim at X’s blue
checks, saying they constitute
“dark patterns” that are not in
line with industry best practice

and can be used by malicious
actors to deceive users.

After Musk bought the site in
2022, it started issuing the ver-
ification marks to anyone who
paid $8 per month for one.
Before MusK’s acquisition, they
mirrored verification badges
common on social media and
were largely reserved for
celebrities, politicians and other
influential accounts.

An email request for com-
ment to X resulted in an auto-
mated response that said “Busy
now, please check back later”” Its
main spokesman reportedly

left the company in June.
“Back in the day, BlueChecks
used to mean trustworthy
sources of information,”
European Commissioner
Thierry Breton said in a state-
ment. “Now with X, our pre-
liminary view is that they
deceive users and infringe the
DSA”

The commission also charged
X with failing to comply with
requirements on ad transparen-
cy. Under the DSA platforms
must publish a database of all
digital advertisements that
they've carried, with details
including who paid for them
and the intended audience.
But X’s ad database has “design
features and access barriers”
that make it “unfit for its trans-
parency purpose,” the commis-
sion said.

The company also falls short
when it comes to giving
researchers access to public
data, as required by the DSA,
the commission said.

Trump lawyers press judge to
overturn hush money conviction
after SC immunity ruling

New York (AP): Donald
Trump’s lawyers are urging the
judge in his New York hush
money case to overturn his
conviction and dismiss the
case in the wake of the Supreme
Court’s recent ruling on pres-
idential immunity.The former
presidents lawyers wrote in
papers made public Thursday
that prosecutors rushed to try
Trump in April and May while
the high court was still consid-
ering his immunity claims.
“Rather than wait for the
Supreme Court’s guidance, the
prosecutors scoffed with hubris
at President Trump’s immuni-
ty motions and insisted on
rushing to trial,” Trump’s
lawyers Todd Blanche and Emil
Bove wrote. “Your Honor now
has the authority to address
these injustices, and the court
is duty-bound to do so in light
of the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion.”

Trump was originally sched-
uled to be sentenced Thursday,

but that’s on hold until the trial
judge, Juan M. Merchan, rules
on whether to set aside Trump’s
felony conviction for falsifying
records to cover up a potential
sex scandal.

Merchan has said he'll rule on
the defense’s request on Sept. 6
and will sentence Trump on
Sept. 18, “if such is still neces-
sary” Prosecutors have until
July 24 to respond to the
defense’s arguments.

US, S Korea sign joint nuclear deterrence
guidelines in face of N Korean threats

AP m SEOUL
S

he US and South Korea

signed joint nuclear deter-
rence guidelines for the first
time, a basic yet important step
in their efforts to improve deter-
rence toward North Korea’s
evolving nuclear threats.
Meeting Thursday on the side-
lines of a NATO summit in
Washington, President Joe
Biden and South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol com-
mended what they called “the
tremendous progress” that their
countries’ alliance have made a
year after creating a joint
Nuclear Consultative Group.
The two leaders authorized “the
US-ROK Guidelines for Nuclear
Deterrence and Nuclear
Operations on the Korean
Peninsula” that was signed by
their defense officials earlier
Thursday, according to South
Korea’s presidential office. ROK
stands for the Republic of Korea,
South Koreas official name.

Last year, the US and South
Korea launched the consultative
body to strengthen communi-
cation on nuclear operations
and discuss how to integrate US
nuclear weapons and South
Korean conventional weapons
in various contingencies. The
US has long promised to use all
its capabilities, including nuclear
weapons, to defend South Korea
if it is attacked, but faced suspi-
cions that it lacks plans on how
it would exercise its extended
deterrence for its Asian ally. The
consultative body was estab-
lished as North Korea has
sharply accelerated its missile
testing activities and openly
threatened to use nuclear
weapons preemptively in poten-
tial conflicts. South Korea has
no nuclear weapons. “The pres-
idents underscored that the
Guidelines document provides
a solid foundation for enhanc-
ing US-ROK extended deter-
rence cooperation in an inte-
grated manner; said a joint

statement by Biden and Yoon.
Du Hyeogn Cha, an analyst at
Seoul’s Asan Institute for Policy
Studies, said the guidelines
mark substantial progress in
deterrence plans, but the allies
will still need to fill in the details
and conduct military exercises
to test them.

Kim Tae-hyo, a deputy nation-
al security director in South
Korea, told reporters that South
Korea and the US will conduct
joint military exercises to help
implement the deterrence
guidelines.

He said the US would commit
specific nuclear assets to a role
in deterrence plans, but experts
added that this does not mean
it would place nuclear weapons
in South Korea. Specifics of the
guidelines, which Seoul called
confidential, were not avail-
able, though the US will certain-
ly retain control of its nuclear
weapons.

“The key is how to integrate
South Korea’s conventional

weapons and America’s nuclear
weapons to launch joint, mas-
sive retaliation to North Korea,
when it carries out nuclear
strikes on South Korea,” said
Kim Yeol Soo, an expert at
South Korea’s Korea Institute for
Military Affairs. He said
prospects for South Korea-US
coordination are bright if Biden
is re-elected in the November
election, but could suffer a set-
back if former President Donald
Trump returns to the White
House.

North Korea is expected to
respond angrily to the announce-
ment, as it has previously accused
its rivals of using the consultation
group to plot a nuclear attack on
the North.Worries about North
Korea have further deepened
since North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un and Russian President
Vladimir Putin in June signed a
deal requiring each country to
provide aid to the other if it is
attacked, and vowed to boost
other cooperation.

Sudan’'s warring parties arrive in Geneva
for UN-hosted talks on local cease-fires

AP W GENEVA

Sudan’s warring parties have
arrived in Geneva at the
invitation of the United Nations
to discuss the protection of
civilians through possible local
cease-fires, U.N. officials said
Thursday. But one side did not
show up for the talks on the
first day. Senior representatives
from the Sudanese army and
rival paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces accepted invi-
tations to meet separately with
the UN. secretary-general’s
personal envoy, Ramtane
Lamamra, Stephane Dujarric,
the spokesman at U.N. head-
quarters in New York, told
reporters.

Lamamra invited both parties
to separate “proximity talks” on
Thursday morning but “regret-
tably one of the delegations did
not come to the session,” he
said.

Dujarric would not say which
delegation showed up, but he

said Lamamra and his team
met with those representatives,
and invited both delegations to
continue discussions on Friday.
“We urge the Sudanese delega-
tions to rise to the challenge
and engage in constructive
discussions with the personal
envoy for the sake of the
Sudanese people;” he said.

Sudan plunged into conflict in
mid-April 2023 when long-
simmering tensions between its
military and paramilitary lead-
ers broke out in the capital,
Khartoum, and spread to other
regions including Darfur. The
U.N. says over 14,000 people
have been killed and 33,000
injured. Rights activists say
the toll could be much higher.
The war has also created the
world’s largest displacement
crisis with over 11 million
people forced to flee their
homes as well as allegations of
rampant sexual violence and
possible crimes against human-
ity, and international experts

recently warned that 755,000
people are facing famine in the
coming months.

Talks in Saudi Arabia’s port city
of Jeddah between the
Sudanese military and the
Rapid Support Forces broke
down at the end of last year.
After months of failed efforts to
restart talks, Dujarric said the
United Nations didn’t publicize
the meeting because it doesn’t
want to raise expectations.
“We and others have been try-
ing to move this process for-
ward,” he said. “We need to give
it a little bit of breathing room
and that’s why we’re not trum-
peting all of this”

Alessandra Vellucci, the UN.
spokeswoman in Geneva, said
in an email that “The discus-
sions seek to identify avenues
for the advancement of the
identified humanitarian and
protection of civilian measures
through possible local cease-
fires, as requested by the
Security Council”
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PTl eligible for reserved seats in Parl prevmelal assemblies: Pak SG

PTI W ISLAMABAD

In a major legal victory for
Pakistan's jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan’s party,
the Supreme Court on Friday
ruled that his Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf party is eligible for the
allocation of reserved seats for
women and minorities in
Parliament and in the provin-
cial assemblies.

The Sunni Ittehad Council
(SIC) had filed a plea challeng-
ing the Peshawar High Court
(PHC) decision upholding the
Election Commission of
Pakistan’s (ECP) move to deny
its share in reserved seats in the
National Assembly and provin-
cial assemblies.

A 13-member full bench head-
ed by Chief Justice Qazi Faez
Isa heard the case and the rul-
ing in the keenly awaited judg-
ment is viewed as a major set-
back to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s ruling coali-
tion. Candidates backed by
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party, who had
contested and won the

February 8 elections as inde-
pendents after their party was
stripped of its election symbol,
had joined the SIC to form a
coalition of convenience.

The apex court on Friday
annulled the decision of the
PHC and also declared the
decision of the election com-
mission “null and void”,
terming it “against the
Constitution of Pakistan”.
“[The] withdrawal of election
symbol cannot disqualify a
political party from elections,”
the court declared, referring to
the election commission not
allowing the PTI to use the
cricket bat as its election sym-
bol. “The PTI was and is a
political party;” the bench ruled.
Khan, a cricketer-turned-politi-
cian, founded the PTIin 1996.
The decision, announced by
Justice Mansoor Ali Shah, was
made based on a majority of
eight judges.

Meanwhile, reacting to the
apex court’s verdict, PTI said
that the party “has been hope-
ful that the justice will be
served in the end, given there
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Chairman of Pakistan’s Tehreek-e-Insaf party Gohar Khan talks to the med|a while party supporters react after a Supreme Court

decision in a case of reserved seats for women and minorities in parliament, in Islamabad, Pakistan, Friday
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was no provision in the consti-
tution of Pakistan, that could
strip a party off its proportion-
ate quota neither the quota
could be allotted to other
parties”

A post from the PTTs official X

account also demanded the
immediate resignation of Chief
Election Commissioner
Sikander Sultan Raja for “vio-
lating [the] Constitution of
Pakistan”

Imran Khan’s former aide

Fawad Chaudhry echoed the
party account’s sentiments, also
demanding the resignation of
the chief election commission-
er in a post on X. He said the
PTI should “demand ECP res-
ignation after SCP has now

official charge-sheeted ECP”.
The party spokesman Raoof
Hassan also extended his
“hearty congratulations” to the
PTI on X, lauding the Supreme
Court for “breaking the barri-
ers of intimidation” “This is
only the beginning of a long
haul till we reach the final des-
tination when Imran Khan
shall take over as the Prime
Minister of Pakistan,” he said.
“Soon, very soon”

Earlier, after concluding the
hearing on Tuesday, the 13
judges spent two days in mutu-
al consultations before
announcing the verdict.

The court initially announced
that a three-member regular
bench headed by the chief jus-
tice would announce the ver-
dict at 9 am, but shortly after
that, the timing was changed
and the bench announcing the
verdict was changed when it
was announced that the origi-
nal 13-member bench would
issue the judgment at noon.
The dispute about the reserved
seats was related to the rejec-
tion of a SIC plea by the ECP

to award its share in the 70
reserved seats in the National
Assembly and another 156 in
the four provincial assemblies.
The PTI party could not con-
test the February 8 elections as
the ECP rejected its intra-
party elections and deprived it
of the bat symbol for contest-
ing the elections as a party.
Hence it was not eligible to
claim the seats reserved for
women and minorities that
are awarded to the winning
parties based on proportional
representation.

So its candidates, who had
won independently but with
the support of PT1, were asked
by the PTI leadership to join a
SIC to form a parliamentary
party to claim reserved seats.
The joining of PTT lawmakers
made the SIC prominent,
which otherwise was a dor-
mant entity.

The ECP had rejected the SIC
plea for reserved seats on the
pretext that it had not contest-
ed the elections as a party and
only got strength when the
PTI-backed independently

elected candidates joined its
ranks after winning the elec-
tions. Its appeal against the
ECP decision in the Peshawar
High Court was also turned
down in March, forcing the
party to file a challenge in the
Supreme Court. In a rare move,
a 13-member full bench
presided over the hearing and
announced the verdict on the
insistence of the SIC lawyers.
Earlier, the Supreme Court on
May 6 in a major relief to the
PTI suspended the Peshawar
High Court’s decision about
rejecting the SIC plea.
Following the ruling, the ECP
on May 14 suspended the vic-
tory notifications of 77 candi-
dates, who belonged to other
parties and were declared suc-
cessful on the reserved seats.
The final ruling by the top
court in the case decided the
fate of those 77 reserved seats.
Though it may not change the
current power structure, the
changes in the overall number
game in the assemblies may
impact the law-making in the
country.

Japan punishes defence officials
for mishandling classified data

AP W TOKYO

apan’s defence ministry

announced disciplinary
action on Friday against more
than 200 senior officials and
service members over mis-
handling of classified materi-
als and other misconduct, an
embarrassment that could
undermine Tokyo’s efforts to
work more closely with United
States and other partners in the
face of China’s growing threat.
The Ministry and its Self
Defence Forces have been
under scrutiny over allega-
tions that members of the
navy violated the sensitive
information protection law, as
well as other misconduct such
as falsely claiming allowances
for special assignments, or
wrongfully claiming free meals
at base cafeterias. Ministerial
staff were also accused of abus-
es of power.
Defence Minister Minoru

Kihara apologized, saying the
problems “significantly damag-
ing to the public trust” for the
ministry and Japans defense
forces. “I'm keenly aware of my
responsibility”

He blamed a lack of discipline
across the organization.
Kihara said the ministry’s
investigation found that clas-
sified information was mishan-
dled on 38 destroyers and sub-
marines, but said no sensitive
information leaked outside of
military or caused any harm.
People without appropriate
clearances were were routine-
ly assigned to duties that
involved sensitive informa-
tion. But the issue is an embar-
rassment and could under-
mine Japans reputation as a
trusted defense partner at a
time Japan accelerates its mil-
itary cooperation with the
United States, Australia, UK
and other western partners, in
hopes of playing greater roles

in areas that involve intelli-
gence.

“Ensuring intelligence protec-
tion is extremely important for
our cooperation with the ally
and other like-minded coun-
tries, and we should never let
this kind of problem happen
again,” Kihara said. He pledged
to quickly and thoroughly
carry out preventive measures
“so that we will not breach
trust with other countries”
Earlier this year, Japan passed
a new security law that tight-
ened rules on handling sensi-
tive information. Japan also
plans to enact legislation to
bolster its cyber security
defenses.

Kihara said he is giving up his
salary for a month, but that his
responsibility is to stay on and
continue on the reform of the
organization instead of step-
ping down.

“At a time when we cannot let
our guard down even for a sec-

ond ... it is my responsibility to
do everything to rebuild the
Defense Ministry and the Self
Defense Force under my lead-
ership as quickly as possible
and regain the public trust,
Kihara said.

On Friday, the 548-page
Defense White Paper warned
of a worsening security envi-
ronment, citing threats such as
China’s growing tension with
the self-governed island of
Taiwan, as well as North
Korea’s advancing missile and
nuclear capabilities and its
ballistic missile shipments to
Russia to aide the country’s war
on Ukraine. Japan particular-
ly worries about rising tensions
between Beijing and Taipei
because any conflict on Taiwan
could quickly spill over to the
southwestern Japanese islands.
Japan’s westernmost island of
Yonaguni sits only 110 kilome-
ters (68 miles) east of
Taiwan.

Russian passenger
jet crashes flying
empty crashes
near moscow;
crew of 3 killed

AP m MOSCOW

ARussian passenger jet
crashed Friday while flying

empty, killing its crew of three,
officials said.

The Sukhoi Superjet went
down in the Moscow region,
according to Russian emer-
gency officials.

The authorities said the plane
belonged to Gazprom Avia, a
carrier owned by the Russian
state-controlled natural gas
giant Gazprom.

They said the plane was head-
ing to Moscow’s Vnukovo air-
port following repairs when it
crashed.

The Investigative Committee,
the country’s top state criminal
investigation agency, has
launched a probe into the
crash.

A woman and children wade through a flood road during heavy rainfall in Lahore, Pakistan, on Friday
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Prachanda loses trust vote,
Oli set to he new PM

PTI B KATHMANDU

Nepal Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ on Friday lost a
vote of confidence in
Parliament after coalition part-
ner CPN-UML withdrew its
support to him, a develop-
ment that will lead to the for-
mation of a new government
led by ex-premier K P Sharma
Oli.

Prachanda received only 63
votes in the 275-member
House of Representatives
(HoR) and there were 194
votes against the motion. At
least 138 votes are needed to
win the vote of trust. A total of
258 HoR members participat-
ed in the voting while one
member abstained.

Prachanda, 69, chairman of
the Communist Party of Nepal-
Maoist Centre (CPN-MC), had
survived four trust votes since
he assumed the prime minis-
ter’s post on December 25,
2022. He faced the same
predicament yet another time
because former prime minister
Oli-led Communist Party of
Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist
(CPN-UML) withdrew sup-
port from the Prachanda-led
government last week after

inking a power-sharing deal
with the largest party in the
House - the Nepali Congress
(NC). Earlier, Speaker of the
HoR Dev Raj Ghimire put
Prachanda’s Vote of Trust for
voting according to Article
100 Clause 2 of the
Constitution. After voting was
completed, he announced that
the Vote of Trust proposed by
Prime Minister Prachanda was
defeated with a majority vote.
Speaker Ghimire will now
inform President Ram
Chandra Paudel, who in turn,
will invite two or more politi-
cal parties to stake a claim for
the new government according
to Article 76 Clause 2 of the
Constitution. This paves the
way for the NC and the CPN-
UML to form a new coalition
government. The NC has 89
seats in the HoR, while CPN-
UML has 78. Their combined
strength of 167 is much more
than the 138 required for a
majority in the lower house.
Nepali Congress (NC)
President Sher Bahadur Deuba
has already endorsed Oli as the
next prime minister. NC pres-
ident Deuba and CPN-UML
chairman Oli inked a 7-point
deal on Monday to form a new
coalition toppling Prachanda-

led government. According to
the agreement, Oli and Deuba
will share the premiership dur-
ing the remaining period of the
House of Representatives; in
the first phase Oli will become
the Prime Minister for one and
a half years and then, Deuba
will take the seat for the rest of
the period.

Prachanda, whose party
had 32 seats in the HoR, was
elected the Prime Minister for
the third time on December 25,
2022, with the backing of CPN-
UML. Prachanda was elected
the Prime Minister as per
Article 76 Clause 2 of the
Constitution of Nepal, which
has a provision for electing a
Prime Minister with the sup-
port of two or more parties.

As the HoR session began
in the early afternoon, embat-
tled Prachanda sharply criti-
cised the Nepali Congress and
the CPN-UML for striking an
alliance “out of fear” rather than
shared principles and accused
them of pushing the nation
toward regression. Prachanda
voiced concerns about poten-
tial regression and autocracy,
asserting that the NC and the
CPN-UML had joined forces as
good governance began to take
root in the country.

China’s iSpace rocket fails
soon after launch, losing

three weather satel

PTI W BENING

AChinese rocket start-up has
suffered yet another launch
failure, resulting in the loss of
three satellites as part of a com-
mercial constellation being
assembled for global weather
forecasting and earthquake pre-
diction.

Hyperbola-1 - a 24-metre (79ft)
high solid-fuel rocket produced
by iSpace - lifted off on
Thursday from the Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Centre in
China’s Gobi Desert.

“The rocket’s first, second and
third stages flew normally, but
the fourth stage suffered an
anomaly and the launch mission
ended in failure;” the company
said, adding that the specific
reasons for the failure would be
announced as soon as possible
after detailed investigations, the
Hong Kong-based South China
Morning Post reported on
Friday.

The relatively small Hyperbola-
1, which can deliver a 300 kg
(661 pounds) payload into a 500
km (311 miles) sun-synchro-
nous orbit, was carrying
Yunyao-1 weather satellites 15,
16 and 17 for the Tianjin-based

Yunyao Aerospace Technology
company. The satellites did not
reach orbit. Yunyao Aerospace
Technology had planned to
launch nearly 40 satellites this
year to complete its 90-satellite
Yunyao-1 constellation by next
year, according to the Post
report.

“Our constellation will break a
foreign monopoly and provide
high-resolution, high-precision,
and all-scale weather monitor-
ing and earthquake early warn-
ing services to Belt and Road
Initiative countries;” a Yunyao
Aerospace representative told
Tianjin Daily in January.

In 2019, iSpace became the first
private rocket company in
China to reach Earth orbit
with Hyperbola-1. But since
then, the rocket has failed on
three consecutive occasions.
Problems have ranged from a
first-stage steering fin being
damaged by falling insulation
foam to a fuel leak in the alti-
tude control system of the sec-
ond stage. Early this month a
powerful Chinese rocket
crashed after an “accidental
launch” during a ground test
due to structural failure, its
company Space Pioneer said.

UAE names road after 84-yr-old doc with Indian roots

PTI W DUBAI

road in the UAE capital of

Abu Dhabi has been
named after an 84-year-old
doctor with Indian roots as a
tribute to his significant contri-
butions to the country’s health
sector.
The  Department  of
Municipalities and Transport
(DMT) has named a road in
Abu Dhabi after Dr George
Matthew to recognise his con-
tributions as part of its
“Honouring UAE’s Visionaries:
Commemorative Streets” pro-
ject, which aims to honour
individuals who have greatly
contributed to the nations
development. The road near
Sheikh Shakbooth Medical City
in Al Mafraq will now be
known as George Matthew
Street.

Reflecting on his journey, Dr
Matthew said, “When T first
arrived in the UAE, the infra-
structure was still evolving.
Inspired by the late HH Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
the Father of the Nation, I ded-
icated myself to helping the
people. I am deeply grateful
that my efforts have been
recognised.”

Dr Matthew arrived in the
UAE in 1967 at the age of 26.
Initially preparing to move to
the US, he was persuaded by a
missionary friend’s descrip-
tion of Al Ain’s beauty to stay.
His application for a position as
Al Ain’s first government doc-
tor was successful, leading to
the opening of the first clinic
under Sheikh Zayed’s blessing.
Starting his service as a General
Practitioner, Dr Matthew, affec-
tionately called Matyous

(Emirati pronunciation of
Mathew) by the locals, wit-
nessed and contributed to the
growth of modern medicine in
the UAE.

He held several key positions,
including Medical Director of
Al Ain Region in 1972 and

Health Authority Consultant in
2001. His contributions signif-
icantly advanced healthcare
services in the emirate and pro-
moted a modern medical cul-
ture in the country.

Dr Matthew went to England
to learn management of trop-
ical diseases, and later to
Harvard for specialised studies
in hospital management.

His commitment to education
and professional development
has been instrumental in shap-
ing the healthcare landscape of
the UAE. He played a vital role
in educating and training
healthcare workers, and his
dedication earned him the
trust and admiration of his col-
leagues and the community.
Known for his dedication and
expertise, Dr Matthew has
been a valuable source of med-
ical knowledge for the Al Ain

community.

In recognition of his service,
the UAE granted Dr Matthew
and his family citizenship 10
years ago.

Dr Matthew continues to work
in the Private Health depart-
ment alongside Dr Abdul
Rahim Jaafar, another leading
healthcare expert in the coun-
try. Expressing his gratitude, Dr
Matthew said, “I am ready to
do whatever I can for the
country and its citizens as long
as I live. T pray that God will
give me more time to serve””
Dr Matthew grew up in
Thumpamon, Pathanamthitta,
in Kerala, and graduated with
an MBBS in 1965 from
Trivandrum Medical College.
He moved to the UAE with his
wife, Valsa, after their marriage.
Their daughter also works in
the government sector.

7 Indians among 65 missing
after landslide in Nepal

PTI W KATHMANDU

At least 65 people, including
seven Indian nationals,
are believed to be missing
after two buses were swept
away by a landslide in Nepal
and pushed into a swollen
river on Friday, according to
media reports.

The two buses carrying 65 pas-
sengers went missing in the
Trishuli River in the land-
slides at Simaltal area along the
Narayanghat-Mugling road in
Chitwan district, myRepublica
news portal reported quoting
officials. Chief District Officer
of Chitwan, Indradev Yadav,
confirmed the incident.
According to Yadav, the
Kathmandu-bound Angel bus
and Ganpati Deluxe, en route
to Gaur from the Capital, met
with the accident at around
3:30 am.

Twenty-four people were
onboard the bus travelling to
Kathmandu and 41 on the bus
travelling to Gaur, police said.
Three of the passengers on the
Ganpati Deluxe bus managed
to escape after jumping out of
the vehicle, The Kathmandu

Post reported. Details have
been received of 21 passengers
travelling from Birgunj to
Kathmandu on Angel Deluxe.
According to the latest infor-
mation, police have said that
there were seven Indian
nationals among the passen-
gers on the bus, myRepublica
reported.

Yadav said that the rescue
workers have started clearing
the landslide debris.
Expressing grief over the dis-
appearance of the bus in the
Trishuli River, Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ has issued direc-
tives for immediate search
and rescue operations.

“I am deeply saddened by the
loss of nearly five dozen pas-
sengers and the loss of prop-
erty due to floods and land-
slides in different parts of the
country when a bus was
washed away by a landslide on
the Narayangadh-Muglin road
section. I direct all agencies of
the government, including the
home administration, to
search and effectively rescue
the passengers;,” Prachanda
posted on X.

The prime minister also
expressed grief over the loss of
life and property due to floods
and landslides in different parts
of the country. He urged citizens
to take necessary precautions.
Nepal Police and Armed
Police Force personnel are head-
ing towards the incident sites for
rescue operations,
Superintendent of Police
Bhawesh Rimal said.

Guru Nanak Dev

University, Amritsar
Tender Notice Reference
No. GNDU/Gen/53/2024
The Department of GN.D.U. Amritsar

invites online bids for the following:
Sr. No. 1

Item: Hiring of Fully managed
dedicated secure Server

Quantity: 02

Closing date & time: 22-07-2024 at
5:00 P.M.

For details log
www.eproc.punjab.gov.in
Note:- Any corrigendum(s) to the
tender notice shall be published on
the above website only.

onto

Assistant Registrar (General)
Guru Nanak Dev University,
Amritsar
NAJ/12/24086/2023/35582
Dated CHD :- 7112/2024

verka

Har Din Da, Har Dit Da

THE PUNJAB STATE COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS FEDERATION LTD.

SCO 153-155. SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH-160022. EPABX NO. 0172-5041812,66

Notice Inviting Tender

www.verka.coop

e - tenders are hereby Invited for the purchase and supply of following items:-

Sr. | Name of Work/ltem
No.

Period/Tentative
Qty

Mohali Dairy.

1. Eor Verka Head Office, Chandigarh
Regarding water proofing treatment of roofs of various sections at Verka

03 Months

2. For Verka Mohali Dairy

Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Thermoforming Machine
for Vacuum Packing of Paneer.

01 No.

3. For Verka Sangrur Dairy

Hiring of commercial insulated/ refrigerated vehicles for transportation of
packed milk and fresh milk products.

1.7 Ton- 2 No’s
3.0 Ton- 6 No's
4.0 Ton- 4 No's

4. Eor Verka Gurdaspur Dairy

Qutsourcing of various activities of city supply dispatch dock.

One Year

5. For Verka Patiala Dairy
Hiring of :-

a) 03 MT, 4.5 MT, 7.5 MT, 09 MT vehicles for transportation of Pio, Ghee
and cheese etc for different stations.
b) 1.5 MT Insulated vehicle for transportation of fresh milk and fresh milk
products at Mandi Gobindgarh Area.
c) 04 MT insulated wvehicle for transportation of fresh Milk and Milk
products at Army Area Patiala.
d) 7.5 MT and 09 MT Refrigerator vehicle for Ahmedabad and Delhi area.

Annual

NOTE:

1. For complete details regarding above tender (NIT), please visit our website i.e. www.verka.coop & e
Tendering portal i.e. eproc.punjab.gov.in.
2. Corrigendum, if any, will be uploaded on website only.

NA/12/24088/2023/35586 Dated CHD - 7/12/2024

Dy. General Manager (Purchase)
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India to clock GDP growth of
7% in FY25: NITl Aayog member

PTI B NEW DELHI

The Indian economy will
grow around 7 per cent
in the current fiscal year and
is on track to maintain a
similar growth rate for
several years, NITI Aayog
member Arvind Virmani
said on Friday.

Virmani said there are new
challenges  facing  the
country and they will have to
be dealt with.

“Indian economy will grow
at 7 per cent plus minus
point 0.5 per cent... I expect
that we are on track to grow
at 7 per cent for several years
from today,” he told PTT in
an interview.

Last month, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) pegged
the FY25 gross domestic
product (GDP) growth rate
at 7.2 per cent.

Responding to a question on
the decline in private
consumption expenditures
in the last fiscal vyear,
Virmani said it is actually
recovering now. The effect
of the pandemic was to draw
down savings... And very
different from previous
financial shocks,” he
said.Explaining further,
Virmani said it is like what
he calls a double drought

situation.

“We also had, of course, El
Nino last year, but what the
pandemic did was that it
resulted in people having to
draw down their savings...
So, the obvious reaction is to
rebuild your savings, which
tend to reduce current
consumption,” he noted.

If people were buying
branded goods, they will buy
less branded or ordinary
goods and save part of that
money, he said, explaining
that this shows a slide in
consumption.

Virmani said history shows

-7 ._

that coalition partners can
slow privatisation in states in
which the regional ally is in
power, but that is not a big
issue.

“I see mno reason why
privatisation cannot happen
in the other states and it may
also happen in these states
(where coalition parties are
in power). I am just giving
you a historical example,” he
said.

With  support from N
Chandrababu Naidu’s TDP
and Nitish  Kumar-led

JD(U), along with other
alliance partners, the NDA

crossed the halfway mark in
the recently held Lok Sabha

elections to form the
government at the Centre.

On the decline in foreign
direct investments (FDI) to
India, despite it being the
fastest growing economy,
Virmani said riskless return
of investment is much higher
in the United States and
other developed countries
than in emerging markets.

“As soon as interest rates
begin to come down in the
US, I expect the FDI into
emerging markets, including
India, to increase,” he said.

Sensex, Nifty hit record
high on buying in IT
stocks after TCS earnings

PTI B MUMBAI

Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty hit their
fresh record high levels on
Friday amid heavy buying in

IT  stocks after TCS
announced its June quarter
earnings.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
zoomed 996.17 points to hit
all-time high of 80,893.51.
The NSE Nifty jumped
276.25 points to a new
lifetime peak of 24,592.20.

Among the Sensex pack,
Tata Consultancy Services
climbed nearly 6 per cent
after the country’s largest IT
services player reported 8.7
per cent growth for the June
quarter net profit at Rs
12,040 crore.

Infosys, Tech Mahindra,
HCL Technologies, Axis
Bank and Bajaj Finance were
the other major gainers.
Maruti, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Asian Paints and ITC
were among the laggards.
“The positive domestic cue
is the better-than-expected
numbers from TCS and
positive management
commentary which can lift
most IT stocks,” said V K
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit
Financial Services.
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In Asian markets, Shanghai
and Hong Kong quoted
higher while Seoul and
Tokyo traded lower.

US markets ended mostly
lower on Thursday.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.59 per cent
to USD 85.90 a barrel.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
equities worth Rs 1,137.01
crore on Thursday,
according to exchange data.
Retreating from early highs,
the BSE benchmark closed
lower by 27.43 points or 0.03
per cent at 79,897.34 on
Thursday. The NSE Nifty
edged down 8.50 points or
0.03 per cent to settle at
24,315.95.

money 10

FADA seeks vehicle
depreciation benefits
for Income tax payers

PTI W NEW DELHI

Automotive dealers body
FADA on Friday urged
the government to introduce
vehicle depreciation benefits
for individual taxpayers,
saying it will not only expand
the taxpayer base but also
ignite automobile demand.

In its pre-budget wishlist, the
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Associations (FADA)
also asked the finance
ministry to reduce corporate
tax for LLPs, proprietary, and
partnership firms.

“We urge the finance ministry
to introduce the benefits of
claiming depreciation on
vehicles for individuals
paying income tax,” FADA
President =~ Manish  Raj
Singhania said in a statement.
Allowing  individuals to
account for depreciation will
not only increase the number
of income tax filers but also
ignite automobile demand, he
reasoned.

Singhania also recommended
reduction of corporate tax for
LLPs, proprietary, and
partnership firms.

“While the government has

already reduced corporate tax
to 25 per cent for private
limited companies with a
turnover of up to Rs 400
crore, extending this benefit
to all LLPs, proprietary and
partnership firms is crucial,
as most traders within the
auto dealership community
fall into these categories,” he
noted.

FADA strongly appeals to the
government to consider these
two key measures in the
upcoming budget to stimulate
the automotive industry and
broader economy, Singhania
said.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman is slated to
present the Union Budget for
2024-25 on July 23.

Magicpin
onboards

over 1,000 big
brands in a year

PTI B NEW DELHI

yperlocal e-commerce

firm  magicpin  has
onboarded over 1,000 mutli-
city and  multinational
consumer brands in a year,
registering a year-on-year
growth in  onboarding
prominent firms, the
company said on Friday.
While it took magicpin four
years to bring around 2,000
brands on board, it added
over 1,000 of them over the
past year alone.
“It has been a phenomenal
last 12 months for us... There
has been an exponential 100
per cent increase for us in
terms of brands and
merchants, thereby
welcoming over 1000 new
brands and over 75,000 local
merchants to our platform,
magicpin CEO and Co-
Founder Anshoo Sharma said
in a statement.
The company has added new
brands across fashion, quick
service retail and fine dine
category during the 12-month
period ending June 2024. The

new  brands  magicpin
onboarded include Burger
King, Dominos, TacoBell,

McDonald’s, Faasos, Subway,
Behrouz Biryani, Meghna
Biryani, Truffles, Chaayos, US
Polo Assn, Louis Philippe,
Puma, Levis, Van Heusen,
Lee Cooper, etc.

Lightspeed Venture Capital
firm backed magicpin is the
biggest seller on government
backed e-commerce platform
ONDC, accounting for over
50 per cent of the total order
per month.

The company in the last one
year recorded a 37 per cent
jump in its local merchant
base to over 2.75 lakh from
around 2 lakh a year ago, the
company said.

Hindustan may exceed capex
target of 350 cr this fiscal year

B

PTI B NEW DELHI

tate-owned  Hindustan

Copper Ltd on Friday said
it is likely to exceed its capex
target of Rs 350 crore for the
ongoing fiscal year.
“Although this year’s capex
target is Rs 350 crore, it is
expected that the company
may exceed the target like last
year;” the company said in a
filing to the BSE.
The company is continuously
investing in its ongoing mine
expansion plan.
The PSU has floated tender
for the appointment of
developer for Rakha mine, it
said, adding that once
finalised, this will make way
for fresh investment.
The domestic copper demand
in the country will grow in

line with the growth of sectors
such as renewable,
transportation and
construction sectors.

“Analysts suggest that there
will be double-digit growth in
these sectors in the short

term. Accordingly, copper
sector growth is expected to
be in double digit,” it said.
The current per capita refined
copper consumption in India
is around 0.5 kg, far less than
the global average of about 3.2
kg per capita, leaving a huge
gap.

As India is in an aggressive
growth path and expecting
double-digit growth, the
copper demand in India will
definitely outpace the global
demand, the PSU said.
Hindustan Copper Ltd (HCL)
is under the administrative
control of the Ministry of
Mines. The company has
facilities for production and
marketing of copper
concentrate, copper cathodes,
continuous cast copper rod,
and byproducts.

Essar Energy Transition setting up
Europe’s 1st hydrogen-ready power plant

PTI B NEW DELHI

Essar Energy Transition
(EET) on Friday
announced setting up of
Europe’s first hydrogen-ready
combined heat and power
plant (CHP) at its Stanlow
refinery in Ellesmere Port in
the UK. The building of the
power plant is a key part of
EET’s overall USD 3 billion of
energy transition initiatives

in the North West of
England.
The company aims to

complete the project, EET
Hydrogen Power in 2027, it
said in a statement.

The investment will support
EET Fuels’ ambition to
become the lowest carbon
process refinery, globally and
EET Hydrogen's ambition to

;:'::"‘
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become the leading low
carbon hydrogen producer in
the UK. It will also provide
low carbon power to other
industrial users in the region
to support their
decarbonisation targets.

EET Hydrogen Power will
become an independent
vertical under EET.

The project will be developed
over two phases to reach a
capacity of 125 MW and
reducing 740,000 tonne of
carbon dioxide per annum.

The new plant will replace
Stanlow’s existing boiler units,
which generate approximately
50MW of power for the
refinery operations. The plant

is integral ~ to  the
decarbonisation of operations
at  EET Fuels Stanlow
refinery, which plans to cut
total emissions by 95 per cent
by 2030, to become the
world’s  lowest  carbon
refinery.

Tony Fountain, Managing
Partner of Essar Energy
Transition, commented:
“Launching EET Hydrogen
Power shows the progress
that EET is making in
delivering  against  its
commitment to put the UK at
the forefront of low carbon
energy. EET Hydrogen Power
helps bring this commitment
to life and demonstrates our

intention to globally
showcase the pathway to
decarbonising vital high

emitting industries”

[aunches of affordable flats drop 21% annually
in April-June to 1,32,77 units 1n top 7 cities: JLL

PTI B NEW DELHI

New supply of affordable
apartments — costing
below Rs 50 lakh — declined
21 per cent in the April-June
period across seven major
cities as  builders are
launching more premium
flats, according to JLL India.
Real estate consultant JLL
India on Friday released data
for housing market of major
seven cities, showing a 5 per
cent increase in fresh supply
of apartments to 1,59,455
units during April-June 2024
from 151,207 units in the
year-ago period.

The data includes only
apartments. Rowhouses,

villas, and plotted
developments have been
excluded from the analysis.
Of the total new supply in the
June quarter, the launches of
affaordable flats stood at
13,277 units, a fall of 21 per
cent from 16,728 units in the
same period last year.

The launches of flats, each
costing Rs 50 lakh to Rs 1
crore, declined 14 per cent to
47,930 units from 55,701
units.

In the Rs 1-3 crore price
bracket, the new supply grew
3 per cent to 69,312 units
from 67,119 units.

The launches of apartments,
each priced Rs 3-5 crore,
more than doubled to 19,202
units from 7,149 units.

Similarly, in above Rs 5 crore
category, the new supply
jumped more than two-fold
to 9,734 units from 4,510
units.

Commenting on the trend of
rise in supply of premium
homes and fall in supply of
affordable  homes, Siva
Krishnan, Senior Managing

Director  (Chennai and
Coimbatore), Head-
Residential Services, India,
JLL, said, “This speaks about
developers’ active response to
the surge in demand for high
value homes among the target
clientele”

On demand, the consultant
said the sales of apartments
across seven major cities rose
22 per cent to 154,921 units
during April-June 2024 from
126,587 units in the year-ago
period.

These seven cities are --
Delhi-NCR, Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR),
Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, and Pune.

The MMR includes Mumbai
city, Mumbai suburbs, Thane

city, and Navi Mumbaij;
Delhi-NCR includes Delhi,
Gurugram, Noida, Greater
Noida, Ghaziabad, Faridabad,
and Sohna.

“Interesting to note, sales
momentum has successfully
complemented the new
launches with around 30 per
cent of the H1 2024 sales
(154,921 units) being
contributed by projects that
got launched during the last
six months,” said Samantak
Das, Chief Economist and
Head of Research, India, JLL.
Listed and reputed
developers, consistently
bringing in a substantial
supply over the past few years
have played a key role in this
growing trend, Das said.

Inaugural Session
of ICANA-2024
begins

chool  of  Advanced

Sciences, VIT-AP
University and University of
Southern Denmark jointly
organizing 2nd International
Conference on Advanced
Nanomaterials and
Applications (ICANA-2024)
from 10 — 12 July 2024
[Virtual Mode].
This conference was incepted
jointly by the School of
Advanced Sciences, VIT-AP
University and the Indiana
University-Purdue University
Indianapolis (IUPUI), USA in
the year 2022. Chief guest
Prof BS Murty addressed the
participants of the ICANA-
2024. He emphasised the
importance of collaboration
for India’s development.

Auto industry body SIAM seeks sops for EVs,

additional Inc

PTI W NEW DELHI

Auto industry body SIAM
on Friday sought sops to
promote EVs and suggested
the government to bring in
additional incentives  for
scrapping of vehicles in the

upcoming Budget.
The Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers

emphasised on a growth
oriented Budget with focus on
greater allocation for capital
expenditure.

“We are expecting that the
government should come up
with a FAME 3 like policy...
Good schemes like PLI are
already in place, which we are
sure will continue,” SIAM
President Vinod Aggarwal
told reporters here. The FAME

IR

3 (Faster Adoption and
Manufacturing of Electric
Vehicles) scheme, if unveiled,
is expected to offer financial
incentives to electric two-
wheelers and three-wheelers
as well as government-owned
buses.

The FAME 3 scheme will
succeed Electric Mobility
Promotion Scheme (EMPS),
which was introduced when

FAME 2 scheme ended on
March 31, 2024.

“We are also expecting that the
government  could  do
something more on the
incentives for the scrapping of
vehicles, because the
scrappage policy is already in
place but we have not seen

much impact of that)
Aggarwal said.
He further said, “And so

therefore, to give further boost
to the scrapping of old
polluting vehicles, I think
something needs to be done”
Aggarwal said the government
should continue to take
initiatives which are good for
the economy.

“We anticipate that it will
again be a growth oriented
Budget...Which means it will

entives for vehicle scrapping

be more focused on the capital
expenditure, because that has a
multiplier effect on all
segments of the economy,” he
stated.

Allocation for the capital
expenditure in the Interim
Budget stood at Rs 11.1 lakh
crore which was 11.1 per cent
higher than the previous year
allocation, Aggarwal stated.
“So, we are expecting that the
focus on allocating more and
more capex will continue,” he
said.

Aggarwal also urged the
government to come up with
some policy initiatives to
boost the rural economy.

It will be good for sectors like
automotive and FMCG and
others if the rural economy
starts doping better, he added.

Sandeep appointed
Director (Finance)
of PFC

PNS B NEW DELHI

h e -
Government I'/ !
of India S

appointed
Sandeep Kumar
as Director
(Finance) at Power Finance
Corporation Limited (PFC),
effective 11 July 2024. Before
this appointment, he was
Executive Director (Finance)
at PFC since 01.01.2020 and is
holding the position of Chief
Financial Officer (CFO), PFC.
Kumar has a distinguished
career spanning over 34 years
in the power and financial
sectors. He holds a Bachelor’s
degree in Commerce
(Honours) and is a Fellow
Member of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of
India.

NE gas grid work in Tripura
to be completed in March
next year, says official

|
PTI W AGARTALA

Work under the Rs 9,265-
crore North East Gas
Grid (NEGG) project is
expected to be completed in
Tripura by March next year,
an official said on Friday.
Under the NEGG project as
part of a plan to synchronise
gas supply in the region, 253
km of gas pipeline will be laid
across seven districts in the
northeastern state.

“The North East Gas Grid
(NEGG) project in seven
districts of Tripura is being
undertaken by a joint venture
entity- Indradhanus Gas Grid
Ltd (IGGL) having stakes of
five companies- GAIL, IOCL,
OIL, NRL (Numaligarh
Refinery Ltd) and ONGC,
state Industries and
Commerce Department’s
Director Vishwasree B told
PTL

Of the total 253 km pipeline
target in the state, around 105
km has been covered so far
while the “remaining portion
of the project, which is under
various stages- land
acquisition, pipeline welding
and laying of the pipeline -

will be completed by March
2025, she said.

“Payments for
compensation for land
acquisition  have  been
delayed a bit because of
non-availability of

authenticated documents of
the owners. However, the
district magistrates (DMs)
have resolved the issue and
the payments are under
process,” she said.
Vishwasree stated that once
the NEGG is functional, the
gas supply will be easier
with consistent pressure
which is required for
industry use or power
generation plants.

The state government has
already issued a licence to
the public sector
undertaking ONGC for five
blocks to undertake
exploration for oil and gas.
“If ONGC discovers gas
reserve in the course of
exploration, it will seek
permission from the state to
go for mining in five
potential blocks”, she said.
The northeastern state has
an expected reserve of 8
billion cubic metres of gas.
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SPAIN MEET ENGLAND IN EURO FINAL

AP W BERLIN

ne is the best team in the
Otournament, on the brink

potentially of a new era of
success because of a teenage
wonderkid, an  outstanding
midfield and a tweak in philosophy.
The other is a survivor, limping to
the end with big moments,
resilience and an oft-criticized
coach who has another chance to
end his country's long wait for a
major men's title.
The European Championship final
between Spain and England on
Sunday is dripping with narrative -
with one arguably standing out
above the rest.
Inside Olympiastadion, the historic
venue in Berlin built by the Nazis
for the 1936 Olympic Games,
Lamine Yamal - a day after his 17th
birthday - will look to crown his
breakthrough as soccer's newest
superstar by leading Spain to a first
major men's trophy since the 2008-
12 era, when it won back-to-back
Euros either side of the World Cup
in 2010.
Yamal has been the shining light in
a tournament where many of the
high-profile figures - Cristiano
Ronaldo, Kylian Mbappé, even
England's Harry Kane - have
underwhelmed. If his three assists
before the semifinals hinted at his
undoubted  promise, Yamal's
spectacular curling shot that
propelled Spain to a 2-1 win over
France in the last four signaled a
new star had arrived.
While Yamal and fellow winger
Nico Williams now offer their

national team a hitherto-lacking
directness out wide, it's the central
midfield that has given Spain the
edge over all of its rivals.

Rodri, perhaps pound-for-pound
the world's most effective player,
and Fabian Ruiz are the axis from
which Spain thrives. Dani Olmo
has joined them as the most
attacking of pretty much a
complete central-midfield three
that England will struggle to
contain.

Spain topped a group containing
defending champion Italy and 2022
World Cup semifinalist Croatia,
before eliminating host nation
Germany and Mbappé's France, for
many the pre-tournament favorite.
It's six straight wins for La Roja. No
wonder they are being so heavily
backed ahead of the final.

"They have been the best team,"
England coach Gareth Southgate
said of Spain. "... But we are there
and from what we have shown to
this point, we have as good a
chance as they do."

Indeed, Spain should not
underestimate England, whose
tenacity and character have stood
out way above its quality of play at
Euro 2024. The nation's most
talented squad for 20 years has
underperformed, looking
unbalanced, short of ideas and in
some cases fatigued, but has
somehow scrapped through to a
second straight European
Championship final.

Three years ago, England lost to
Italy in a penalty shootout on home
soil at Wembley Stadium,
extending the birthplace of soccer's

IT'S THE BEST TEAM AGAINST THE MOST RESILIENT

painful wait for a major men's title
since its one and only at the 1966
World Cup.

Southgate's team is back in the title
match - its first ever outside
England - and is an increasingly
confident underdog, with potential
matchwinners dotted throughout
the team in Jude Bellingham, Phil
Foden, Bukayo Saka and Kane.
Someone has always popped up
with a crucial goal - Bellingham
with the stoppage-time equalizer
against Slovakia in the last 16, Saka
with the 80th-minute equalizer
against  Switzerland in  the
quarterfinals, even backup striker
Ollie Watkins pretty much exactly
on 90 minutes against the
Netherlands in the semifinals.
Who will come to Southgate's
rescue on Sunday - if indeed
someone does? "They are able to
inflict a lot of damage, even without
playing in a very fluid way," Spain
defender Dani Vivian said. "But
they have that quality that makes
them able to produce those sparks."
The smart money, though, is on
Spain winning a seventh straight
game to clinch a record fourth
European Championship title.

It would be a just end to a
tournament where few teams really
clicked apart from the Spanish,
who have dovetailed a more
ruthless attacking edge with their
longstanding possession game that
perhaps peaked in the Euro 2012
final when a team of midfielders -
notably Xavi Hernandez, Andres
Iniesta, Sergio Busquets, Xabi
Alonso and David Silva - ran over
Italy in Spain's 4-0 win.

Rodriguez enjoying stunning revival

with Colombia at Copa Ameérica

AP B WASHINGTON

uis Diaz was unable to

control his excitement -
and tears - when talking
about James Rodriguez, the
key player in Colombia's
journey to the Copa America
final against Argentina on
Sunday.
"From the moment I arrived
at the national team, I let him
know that he has always been
my idol," Liverpool winger
Diaz said.
"I grew up watching him."
Such is the admiration that
the midfielder, who turns 33
on Friday, attracts within the
Colombian camp.
The 27-year-old Diaz was a
teenager when James proved
a sensation at the 2014 World
Cup in Brazil, where he won
the Golden Boot as the
tournament's top scorer and
moved from Monaco to Real
Madrid.
But for this Copa América,
little was expected of James.
He arrived in the United
States after a poor season at
Brazilian club Sao Paulo,
where he ended up being an
afterthought and appeared to
be on his way out of there.
Colombia's aspirations of a
second Copa title were placed
on the shoulders of Diaz,
along with Jefferson Lerma
and Daniel Mufoz, another
couple of players in England's
top flight.
Few expected that James,
despite his prodigious left
foot and craftsmanship on
the field, would once again be
the stepping stone for
Colombia in a major
tournament after
disappointing stints with Real
Madrid, Bayern Munich and
Everton, among other
European clubs.
But Colombia coach Néstor
Lorenzo put his faith in him
and James has rewarded that
by reemerging as, arguably,
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the best player at the
tournament,  establishing
himself as the main focus of a
team that will play defending
champion  Argentina at
Miami Gardens, Florida, in
the championship match.

It will be Colombia's first
Copa final since winning the
title as host in 2001.

"T have been here for almost
13 years, wanting this very
much," said James, recalling
an international career that
began in September 2011.
"We are happy."

James has a goal (a penalty)
and six assists at this edition
of the Copa América. The
sixth - in the 1-0 victory
against Uruguay in the
semifinals - helped him
surpass Lionel Messi's record
(5 in 2021) for the most goal
assists in a single edition of
the tournament since records
began to be kept in 2011.
James will meet Messi in
Sunday's final.

"T want to be champion. We

know that they are a super
complicated opponent, that
they have experience playing
in finals," James said.

With his superlative
performances in the past few
weeks, a question has again
been raised: What makes
James shine so much when
wearing the yellow jersey of
Colombia?

Brazil coach Dorival Junior,
who managed him in Sao
Paulo, said that the
transformation is because
James feels comfortable in a
known environment.

"He really feels so good
wearing the Colombian
national team jersey... It's
impressive in every aspect,”
Dorival said ahead of
Colombia's 1-1 draw with
Brazil at Copa America.
"This is very interesting,
because some players play
well in their clubs and do not
perform well on their
national teams, the opposite
happens with James. He feels

very good and integrated into
a group that respects him,
embraces him and make him
feel more important.”

Since he took over as
Colombia's coach in 2022,
Lorenzo has not hesitated to
make James an important
piece of his project.

"With me he has nothing,
simply that he has continuity
and has a great commitment,”
Lorenzo said before the
semifinal against Uruguay.
"With the national team it has
always been the same, when a
great player has minutes, it
gives him the opportunity to
show what he can do. If you
give him just a few minutes
you have little chance."

The result? Colombia has just
broken its unbeaten record
that had lasted three decades
by going 28 straight games
without a loss.

James is aiming for more.
"The most important thing is
still missing, which is to play
that grand final," he said.

Swimmer Ryan longs to reclaim top
spot on medal podlum at Olympics

AP M INDIANAPOLIS (USA)

Ran Murphy longs to
eclaim the top spot on the

medal podium at the Paris
Olympics.

America's backstroke star was
relegated to silver and bronze
in his individual races at Tokyo
- a performance that still irks
him just a bit.

"There's definitely no shortage
of motivation from my end,"
said Murphy, who will be
competing in the men's 100
and 200-meter back for the
third Olympics in row. "T feel
like I've always got a fire under
my butt."

The 29-year-old Floridian,
who trains at Cal-Berkeley, has
been a worthy successor to the
long run of backstroke success
in the USS.

Picking up the baton from
giants such as John Nabor, Rick
Carey, Lenny Krayzelburg,
Aaron Peirsol and Matt
Grevers, Murphy has left his
own impressive mark.

At the Rio de Janeiro Olympics
in 2016, he swept the men's
backstroke events and added a
third gold as part of the 4x100
medley relay.

He followed wup at the
pandemic-delayed Tokyo
Games with a runner-up finish
in the 200 and a third-place
showing in the 100, to go along
with another gold in the
medley relay.

Murphy motivated to train
harderTo win any medal at the
Olympics is  quite an
achievement, but it wasn't
good enough for the
demanding Murphy.
Especially since the victories by
Russia's Evgeny Rylov in both
backstroke events ended an
impressive American streak.
The U.S. Men had swept every
100 and 200 back going all the
way back to the 1996 Atlanta
Games - a total of 12 gold
medals in a row.

"The world is getting faster,"

said Grevers, who came out of
retirement to compete just for
fun at this year's Olympic
trials. "We won golds for a very
long time, but the world has
kind of caught up to the US."
For Murphy, that pushes him
to go ever harder.

"l want to win every time I
touch the water, whether that's
a Monday morning practice or
an Olympic finals," he said.
While Tokyo was a bit of a
disappointment, and stirred up
talk of doping within the sport
by Russia and other countries,
Murphy's consistency over
such a long period is
impressive  indeed.  No
American male has won
backstroke medals over three
Summer Games, which is what
he hopes to achieve in the City
of Light.

"I always feel more for the
veterans, especially people
going for  their third
Olympics," said Grevers, who
competed in two Summer
Games but came up just short
in his next two attempts to
make the powerhouse U.S.
Team. "You have to be on your
game for a very long time, and
the pressure stacks each time."
While burnout and mental
issues have plagued some of
the world's top swimmers,
Murphy has managed to stay
on top of his game for nearly a
decade. In addition to six

Olympic medals, he's won 17
medals, including seven golds,
at long-course world
championships and another 14
medals - nine of them gold - at
the 25-meter worlds.

"I try to be as consistent as
possible every day," Murphy
said. "I think the biggest thing
in a sport like swimming,
where we kind of have few
opportunities to race at this
level, you have to pull
motivation from a lot of
different parts of your life."
Some days in training, he's just
trying to get his hand to the
wall faster than everyone else.
Other days, he's concentrating
on getting his technique as
close to perfect as possible. Still
others, he's fixated on sticking
his routine.

Even now, after all these years,
"I'm really motivated to try to
improve," he said.

Where Murphy does his best
work in the pool While it's not
uncommon in swimming to
bounce around from one
coach to another, Murphy has
maintained a more than
decade-long partnership with
Cal coach Dave Durden.

"The biggest thing that you
want as an athlete is to know
that your coach is constantly
thinking about how you can
improve," Murphy said. "We
want to work hard because we
don't want to let Dave down.

He's the man. I've got a lot of
love for Dave, and it's been a
great ride."

Murphy does some of his best
work on the starts and in the
turns.

His reaction time off the blocks
is quicker than just about
anyone else in the world. And
his work underwater is a sight
to behold.

Throughout the U.S. Olympic
trials in Indianapolis, Murphy
would go into the turn trailing
another backstroker. Then, a
powerful kick off the wall
would send his body wiggling
under the surface like a speedy
dolphin. Inevitably, he would
be ahead when he finally
popped back up nearly halfway
down the 50-meter pool.
Murphy was born in Chicago
but his family moved to the
Jacksonville, Florida area when
he was just a youngster. While
he spends much of his time
these days on the West Coast,
he maintains close ties to his
adopted hometown of Ponte
Vedra  Beach, especially
through his love of the NFL's
Jacksonville Jaguars.

He's already looking forward
to the new season, with
quarterback Trevor Lawrence -
who recently signed a long-
term deal - looking to lead the
Jaguars back to the playoffs
after they just missed out a year
ago. "They have some more tall
weapons on offense, so we'll
see how it goes," Murphy said.
Of course, his primary focus
remains at the pool, Murphy
isn't sure how long he wants to
compete, but he's not ready to
ponder his legacy.

There's still races to win,
medals to collect.

"T've always thought that TI'l
appreciate my career a little bit
more when Im done
swimming, and I can kind of
zoom out," Murphy said. "For
right now, I'm really zoomed in
on everything I'm doing on a
day-to-day basis.

surprise, surprise! Unlikely Wimbledon contenders Krejcikova and Paolini megt in women's final

AP M LONDON

Barbora Krejcikova had a
bad back and just a
handful of wins this season
before Wimbledon.

So, yeah, she's pretty surprised
to have reached the final at the
All England Club on Saturday
against No. 7 Jasmine Paolini,
who is equally amazed to be
one step away from the title.
Neither has played in a
Wimbledon  singles final
before - Paolini was 0-3 at the
grass-court major before this
tournament started - and their
meeting ensures there will be
yet another new champion.
Wimbledon has seen seven
women win the past seven
singles titles, dating to when
Serena Williams won her
seventh in 2016.

"T have had many difficult
periods. I never really
imagined that ... I could reach

a Wimbledon final, that I can
be a different player," said
Krejcikova, who won the 2021
French Open for her only
Grand Slam singles title.

Both Krejcikova and Paolini
dropped their first set in the
semifinals before fighting back
to reach the final.

Krejcikova, the No. 31 seed,
ousted 2022 Wimbledon
champion Elena Rybakina 3-6,
6-3, 6-4 on Centre Court after
Paolini outlasted Donna Vekic
2-6, 6-4, 7-6 (10-8) in the
longest Wimbledon women's
semifinal on record.

For both winners, the
momentum turned when they
started  playing more
aggressively, which they'l
likely need to do again on
Saturday.

The 28-year-old Krejcikova
dropped her first three service
games, though she also broke
the hard-serving Rybakina

twice in the first set to at least
give her something to build on
as she mounted her comeback.
Krejcikova likes to come to the
net - she's won seven Grand
Slam doubles titles, including
two at Wimbledon - and after
just one approach in the first
set, she won 11 points on 14
trips forward.

"I felt that I had to maybe puta
little bit more pressure on her.
I was just looking first for
some options. One of the
options that I have is to serve
and volley," she said.

Before the semifinal,
Krejcikova acknowledged: "I
didn't really expect to get this
far."

She reached the quarterfinals
of the Australian Open in
January but was then slowed
by a back injury and what she
described as a series of
illnesses.

After Melbourne Park, she

played only nine matches -
winning three - before coming
to the All England Club. Two
of the victories came at a
grass-court tuneup
tournament at Birmingham.
The 28-year-old Paolini, who
is Italian and has family ties to
Poland and Ghana, is the first
woman representing Italy to
reach the Wimbledon final in
the Open era, which began in
1968.

She is also the first woman to
get to the title matches at the
French Open and Wimbledon
in the same season since
Williams in 2016.

"The finals, Paris and here -
these are things I didn't
expect. It's all special,”" said
Paolini, who lost to Iga
Swiatek in the Roland Garros
final.

After getting some rest, both
Paolini and Krejcikova have
plenty to work on. Krejcikova

committed six double-faults
against Rybakina. Paolini
wasted two match points
before putting away Vekic and
said afterward: "I  was
drowning, but I managed to
swim.

The finalists have only faced
each other once before, back
in Australian Open qualifying
in 2018. Krejcikova won in
straight sets but that surely
won't factor into Saturday's
final - neither woman even
recalled the match.

The 5-foot-4 (1.63-meter)
Paolini tries to control rallies
with  early strikes and
frustrates  opponents by
seemingly getting to every
spot on the court defensively.
Emma Navarro, who
eliminated Coco Gauff and
Naomi Osaka before losing to
Paolini in the quarterfinals,
said the Italian was "on top of
me from the very first point.
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Young Indian stars look to translate dominance into Series victory over Zimbahwe

PTI M HARARE

ack to their collective best, a

clutch of young Indian stars

will be eager to usher in a new
era in the shortest format with a
series victory when they face
Zimbabwe in the fourth T20I here
on Saturday.
After an unexpected defeat in the
first match, the Shubman Gill-led
side rediscovered its mojo in the
second and third games to take a 2-
1 lead with comprehensive wins.
Under the existing cricketing
landscape, a series win over
Zimbabwe will not rank high in the
pecking order, but it will certainly
spark ambitions inside some young
players who are keen to take the
team forward post the retirement of
some modern-day greats. None
provide more compelling cases of
that scenario than Washington
Sundar and Abhishek Sharma.
Post the retirement of Ravindra
Jadeja from T20Is, Washington is
eyeing the spin-all-rounder slot and
the Tamil Nadu man has shown
some promising signs against
Zimbabwe, taking six wickets at a
fine economy of 4.5.

Whenever the selectors sit together
to pick the Indian squad for the
upcoming white-ball tour to Sri
Lanka, they now will have to
consider ~ Washington's name
seriously.

The 24-year-old has given this
Indian side the option of a bowler
flexible enough to operate inside
and outside the Power Play, and a
handy lower-order batter, who if the
need arises, has the technique to
come up the order as well.
Abhishek bludgeoned a 47-ball
hundred in the second T20I here,
underscoring the hope around him
as a long-term India material.
India will no longer have the
services of Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma in the ultra-abridged
version, and Yashasvi Jaiswal is the
frontrunner to occupy one of those
top-order slots. Abhishek will hope
to further buttress his claim for the
other vacant top-order spot, for
which there are other strong
contenders in Shubman Gill and
Ruturaj Gaikwad, with a bruising
knock against the African side here
on the morrow.

But this is not to say that some of
the more established names such as
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Sanju Samson and Shivam Dube
have nothing to gain from this
series.

They linked with the squad here
after taking part in India's victory
parade in Mumbai post the T20
World Cup triumph, where they
had limited or little role in that
epochal run.

So, the remaining two matches of
this series will be an opportunity for
Dube and Samson to keep
themselves in the front row of
players who will carry India into the
future, producing some valuable
efforts.

Indian management will also be
pleased by the outing of their
bowlers, particularly that of leg-
spinner Ravi Bishnoi, whose
googlies were indecipherable for the
home batters.

Bishnoi has six wickets, numbers
similar to Washington and pacer
Avesh Khan, who proved a nippy
customer in this series.

Mukesh Kumar might come in
place for left-arm pacer Avesh Khan
after getting a rest in the previous
match, but the pacer, though he has
taken four wickets, will certainly
like to be more economical.

On other hand, Zimbabwe have
slipped a few rungs below after
beating India in the first match.
There have been lonely sparks in
their line-up like searing spells by
impressive pacer Blessing
Muzarabani and a well-paced fifty
by Dion Myers.

But they need to harness them to
meaningfully challenge this Indian
unit, which is currently operating at
one level higher.

TEAMS:

India: Shubman Gill (c), Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Ruturaj Gaikwad, Abhishek
Sharma, Rinku Singh, Sanju
Samson (wk), Dhruv Jurel (wk),
Shivam Dube, Riyan Parag,
Washington Sundar, Ravi Bishnoi,
Avesh Khan, Khaleel Ahmed,
Mukesh Kumar, Tushar Deshpande.
Zimbabwe: Sikandar Raza (c),
Akram Faraz, Bennett Brian,
Campbell Johnathan, Chatara
Tendai, Jongwe Luke, Kaia
Innocent, Madande Clive,
Madhevere Wessly, Marumani
Tadiwanashe, Masakadza
Wellington, Mavuta Brandon,
Muzarabani Blessing, Myers Dion,
Naqvi Antum, Ngarava Richard,
Shumba Milton

India showed resilience to win 20 WC
and celebrations told that story: Laxman

PTI B NEW DELHI

atting great VVS Laxman

hailed India's "resilience"
while winning the recent T20
World Cup "from the jaws of
defeat”, and said the passionate
celebration by players and
former head coach Rahul
Dravid exemplified the value
of that triumph to them.
India won their first ICC
trophy after 11 years and their
second T20 title after 17 years
when they beat South Africa by
seven runs in the final in
Barbados on June 29.
"The kind of finish we had after
we were under pressure with
South Africa batters needing
30 runs off 30 balls. And from
there to show character,
resilience and self-belief to pull
off the match from the jaws of
defeat, it shows the character of
the entire team," Laxman said
in a video posted by the BCCI
on its X' handle.
"The amount of hard work
they put in, the celebrations
(by the players and support
staff) told the bigger story
behind this victory."
The 49-year-old Laxman, who
is currently heading the
National Cricket Academy
(NCA) in Bengaluru, said the
fervent celebrations by the
team showed how much the
victory meant to each of the
players and the support staft.
"Obviously, it is a special
feeling winning the World

Cup. When you are playing
against the best and win the
trophy, it means a lot to all the
players participating in the
tournament.

"Everyone  showed their
emotions and it showed how
much it meant to each and
every player in the squad, as
well as the support staff, the
emotions were really high. You
saw Hardik Pandya breaking
down once he bowled the last
delivery. You saw Rohit
Sharma on the ground.

"The entire country is rejoicing
this win. It was a special feeling
keeping in mind we had come
close (to winning the title) six
months back (ODI World
Cup). We should have won the
50-over World Cup,
dominating  the  entire
tournament but not being able
to cross the final hurdle," he
said. Laxman made a special
mention of the expressive
celebration of Dravid, who
generally abhors public show
of emotions.

"Someone like Rahul with
whom T have played so much
cricket, knew him for so many
years, but for him to show that
emotions, first when the last
ball was bowled and then the
various conversations he was
having with the team members
and when he lifted the trophy.
"I thought it was a great gesture
by Rohit and Virat Kohli to
hand over the trophy to him
(Dravid) and the way he

celebrated by lifting the trophy,
it showed how much it meant
to each one of them," said
Laxman who paired with
Dravid in a memorable Test
win against Australia in
Kolkata in 2001 when they
stitched that famous 376-run
partnership after following-on.
Laxman, who has 8781 runs
from 134 Tests at an average of
45.97, lauded captain Rohit,
star batter Virat Kohli and all-
rounder Ravindra Jadeja for
their contributions in the T20
format. The trio announced
retirement from the T20Is after
the T20 World Cup win.

"My message to these stalwarts
of the game, Virat, Rohit and
Ravindra Jadeja, an extremely
talented player who has
contributed immensely to the
progress of the Indian team.
Congratulations  for  the
contributions you have made
to this great game and set an
example to the youngsters to
follow. The passion and the
pride with which they had
played this game is exemplary.
"While they have retired from
this format, I am sure they will
continue to prepare the way
they did so far in their career
and continue to bring laurels to
the country.

"Big congratulations for an
excellent T20 career and I am
sure they will continue to
contribute in the longer
version of the game and in the
50-over format."

We are very greedy to win every game:
Harmanpreet Kaur ahead of women'’s Asia Cup

PTI M NEW DELHI

Indian women's team is entering every
match with an unquenchable thirst
for victory and there will be no
deviation from that set path during the
highly-anticipated Asia Cup match
against Pakistan later this month,
reckoned captain Harmanpreet Kaur.

The Indian women are high on
confidence after beating South Africa
in a three-match ODI series and in the
one-off Test while drawing the T20I

series 1-1 recently at home.

"The kind of approach we have right
now, every day whenever we are going
to play the matches, we are giving equal
importance to all matches,” Kaur told

Star Sports.

"We all are very greedy to win every
game, and that is something we feel
should be in a team, and this is what
everyone in the team is feeling," she

added.

India's next assignment is the Women's
Asia Cup, set to begin on July 19 in Sri
Lanka, with Kaur and Co. Opening

Pakistan at Dambulla.

Kaur said it is her responsibility as a
leader to calm her team'’s nerves during

such pressure games.

team to win.

their campaign against familiar foes

"When you play against Pakistan, there
is a different atmosphere in both the
countries. Both the countries want their

"As a player, there is a lot of pressure for
us. But as a leader, it is my responsibility

other game.

to make my team feel light in that
environment, so that they don't think
that we are playing against Pakistan or
it's a pressure game," she said.

India-Pakistan rivalry is one of the
most sought after be it in men's or
women's game. But for Kaur, it is
imperative for her side to forget the
outside noise and treat the match as any

"It will be important for me to make

Cup.

everyone feel that this is also just
another game. We have to do well for
the team and make the team win.

"Other than thinking about what is
going on in the stadium, who are the
other people cheering for? Who are
they talking about? Just focus on the
main things. Don't think about the
things that we can't control," she added.
Middle-order
Rodrigues said the team is enthusiastic
about its chances at the Women's Asia

batter Jemimah

"The enthusiasm is really high, and
that's always been the scene. It's a nice
feeling, but more than that, it's very
inspiring to know that every time we
walk out on the field, we know we have
the support of every single person
backing us.

"It's just about how well we prepare
rather than thinking too much ahead of
ourselves. About the results, it's always
about preparation.

"We know if we prepare well, we are

going to go out there and do well,” she

added.

Sable says he can win
medal in Parls Olymplcs

PTI ® NEW DELHI

ndia's top 3000m

steeplechaser Avinash Sable
does not want to be just a
participant at the Olympics
and believes he can a win a
medal at the Paris Games
beginning later this month.
The 29-year-old Sable, who
recently broke his own
national record, will be
competing in his second
Olympics. He had failed to
make it to the finals at the
Tokyo Olympics in 2021.
"I don't want to just participate,
I believe I can win a medal. I
am working hard with my eyes
set on that goal, if everything
falls into place I win a medal,”
Sable said when asked about
the Paris Olympics.
"T used to think Olympic
medallists had a unique and
difficult approach to training,
but my experiences over the
past two years have boosted
my confidence," he said in a

INDIA

JioCinema release.

Sable had clocked 8 minutes
and 9.91 seconds to break his
earlier national record while
finishing sixth at the Paris
Diamond League earlier this
month. At the Paris Olympics,
he will face at least seven
competitors who have run at
better time than him this year.
The likes of legendary Indian
athletes like Milkha Singh,
Sriram Singh and PT Usha
have inspired Sable to aim for

an Olympic medal.
"Their performances at the
world level have deeply

inspired me. If my role models

can excel globally, so can I. I've
been taught to focus on my
own progress rather than
others. My competition is with
my timing," he said.

"My goal has always been self-
improvement rather than
focusing on the competition.
This mindset has allowed me
to break the national record
ten times," said the reigning
Asian Games gold medallist.
He said his silver medal
winning performance at the
2022 Commonwealth Games
gave him the confidence that
he can compete against the
best in the world.

"My aim at the
Commonwealth Games was to
compete against the Kenyan
athletes. Finishing second by a
fraction of a second gave me
the confidence that we can
compete against the best in the
world," said Sable, who had
broken  Kenyan  medal
monopoly in 3000m
steeplechase in the CWG.

Indian hockey detender Jarmanpreet, who once
served doping ban, geared up for Olymplcs debut

PTI ® NEW DELHI

Afrustratmg doping ban
jolted Jarmanpreet

Singh's career in 2016, but he
has long forgotten that bitter
episode and the defender is all
geared up for his Olympics
debut in Paris later this
month.

Jarmanpreet, a  regular
member of the Indian hockey
team in the last few years, was
picked in the 16-member
Indian team for the Paris
Games.

"It was not easy. It was one of
my darkest phases, with many
uncertainties," said
Jarmanpreet on the doping
ban from 2016 to 2018.
"Players don't usually emerge
from a setback like this. To sit
out of matches for two years is
a big gap in the sport," he
recalled.

Jarmanpreet was then a
promising player on his way
to playing for India at the

Junior World Cup 2016 when
he was slapped with the
doping ban.

The Punjab player did not
give up and served out the
two-year period in exile
before making a return to
competitive hockey and then
to the Indian senior team.
"But I was persistent and I
knew I had to bounce back. I
don't think I could have done
this  without a strong
domestic structure where I
could show the selectors that I
still had it in me," said
Jarmanpreet, who is now an
Income Tax officer, in a
Hockey India release.

"In 2018, after the Hockey
India Senior Men National
Championship, I was among
the 50 probables in the camp.
Hockey India gave me a
chance to rebuild my career. I
was selected for the national
programme for senior men
where I was given an
opportunity to catch up with

my peers and make my senior
India debut.

"They saw that potential in
me and I didn't give up on my

-_

dream to play for India at the
Olympic Games," he noted.

The 27-year-old has played in
98 international matches
since making his India debut

at the 2018 Champions
Trophy in Breda, the
Netherlands, where India

won the silver medal.

He was a part of the Indian
team that won a gold medal at
the Hangzhou Asian Games
in 2023 and silver-winning
squad at  the 2022
Commonwealth Games.

Now in Switzerland where the
Indian team is going through
a mental conditioning camp,
Jarmanpreet is excited and
eager to experience his first
outing in the Olympics.

"The journey so far with this
team has been incredible. We
have gone through the highs
and lows as one strong unit.
Now, we are focused on our
goal and we are in the last
block of our preparations.

"T am super excited and eager
to start our campaign at the
Paris Olympics," he said.
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704 wickets and out: England great
Jimmy Anderson bows out of test
cricket in win over West Indies

AP W LONDON

It's 704 wickets and out for
Jimmy Anderson.

The most prolific fast bowler
in test history bowed out of
international  cricket by
helping England complete a
win by an innings and 114
runs over the West Indies at
Lord's on Friday.

The 41-year-old Anderson's
188th and last test ended with
him taking 3-32 in the West
Indies' second innings as they
were dismissed for 136 a little
over an hour into the third

day's play.
One of those wickets came on
Friday, =~ with  Anderson

enticing an edge behind off
Joshua Da Silva with a
delivery that seamed away. It
was classic Anderson - unlike
the caught-and-bowled
chance he dropped off
Gudakesh ~ Motie  with
England needing just one
more wicket for victory.

He fell to his knees and
covered his face with his
hand.

Soon, he was walking off the

field at the home of cricket to
a standing ovation after Gus
Atkinson took the final
wicket.

The morning had started with
Anderson, who doesn't like
being the center of attention,
looking emotional after being
given a guard of honor from
both teams - and a first
standing ovation from the
crowd - when he came out at
the start of the day's play.
Atkinson, who represents the
future of English pace
bowling, took two of the
wickets after the Windies
resumed on 79-6 - still 171
runs adrift of making
England batting again - and
had match figures of 12-106.
He became the first England
bowler to get a 10-wicket haul
in a test at home since Alec
Bedser in 1946.

Anderson finished his test
career four wickets behind the
late  Australia legspinner
Shane Warne's tally of 708
wickets. Only one bowler has
more than them: former Sri
Lanka spinner  Muttiah
Muralitharan with 800.



