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PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Union Minister for Steel & Heavy
Industries, HD Kumaraswamy,
assured the workforce of Rashtriya
Ispat Nigam Ltd (RINL), a corporate
entity of the Visakhapatnam steel
plant that there is no need to fear the
closure of the Visakhapatnam Steel
Plant. Expressing confidence in the
support from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Kumaraswamy
emphasized that RINL is poised to
achieve 100% production capacity
permanently.

During an interactive meeting
with various trade union represen-
tatives on Thursday, Kumaraswamy

highlighted the pivotal role RINL
will play in bolstering India's GDP.
"RINL is not just a steel plant but a
backbone of our nation's industrial

prowess," he stated, underlining the
plant's critical importance to the
country's economic framework.

Continued  on  Page  2

Nineteen IAS officers shifted in major bureaucracic shake-up in Andhra 
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In a major bureaucratic shake-up, the
State government has announced a
reshuffle in the administration with
the transfer and posting of several
IAS officers. This detailed order,
issued under G.O.Rt.No. 1222 by the
General Administration (SC.A)
Department, comes into effect
immediately and aims to enhance
administrative efficiency.
l Anantha Ramu has been trans-

ferred from his position as Special
Chief Secretary to Government,
B.C. Welfare Department, to serve
as Special Chief Secretary to
Government, Environment,
Forests, Science & Technology
Department. This move relieves
Neerabh Kumar Prasad from his
additional charge.

l Ram Prakash Sisodia, formerly
the Director General of A.P.

Human Resources Development
Institute (APHRDI), has been
appointed as Special Chief
Secretary to the Government
(Lands & DM, Registration and
Stamps) Revenue Department,
replacing Ajay Jain, who was hold-
ing additional charge.

l G. Jaya Lakshmi, previously
Principal Secretary to
Government, Department of
Women, Children, Differently
Abled & Senior Citizens, will now
serve as Chief Commissioner of
Land Administration, relieving
G. Sai Prasad of his additional
responsibilities.

l Kantilal Dande, who was
Principal Secretary to the
Government, Tribal Welfare
Department, has been appointed
Principal Secretary to the
Government, Transport, Roads &
Buildings Department. This

appointment relieves PS
Pradyumna from his additional
duties.

l M Girija Shankar has been
relieved from his additional charge
as Chief Commissioner of State
Taxes to continue solely as
Secretary to Government (CT),
Finance Department. His respon-
sibilities will now be overseen by
the Principal Secretary of Finance.

l S Suresh Kumar, formerly
Commissioner of School
Education, has been appointed as
Secretary to the Government,
Infrastructure and Investment
Department, taking over from
Dr. N. Yuvaraj. Additionally, he
will continue to hold full charge as
Secretary to Government,
GWW&VSWS Department,
replacing Sri Ajay Jain.

l Saurabh Gaur, Secretary to
Government, Higher Education,

has been assigned full additional
charge as Secretary to
Government, ITE&C and RTGS,
relieving  Kona Sasidhar. He will
also manage the Skills
Development and Training
Department.

l Dr. N. Yuvaraj, previously
Secretary to Government,
Industries & Commerce
Department, has been redesignat-
ed as Secretary to Government,
Industries & Commerce and Food
Processing. Chiranjiv Choudhary,
IFS (1989), is relieved from the
additional charge of Principal
Secretary of Food Processing.

l K. Harshavardhan, previously
Secretary to Government, Social
Welfare Department, is now post-
ed as Secretary to Government,
Minorities Welfare Department.

l P. Bhaskara, formerly
Commissioner of Collegiate

Education, has been transferred
and posted as Secretary to
Government, Backward Classes
Welfare Department. The officer
will also hold the additional charge
of Secretary to Government,
Department of Economically
Weaker Sections Welfare. He will
continue to hold the additional
charge of Secretary to Government
(Services & HRM) and Secretary
to Government (GPM&AR),
General Administration
Department.

l K Kanna Babu, previously
Commissioner of Panchayat Raj &
Rural Development, has been
appointed Secretary to the
Government, Social Welfare
Department. He will also hold the
additional charge of Secretary to
the Government, Tribal Welfare
Department, and will continue as
Commissioner of Panchayat Raj &

Rural Development.
l Sri Vadarevu Vinay Chand, IAS

(2008), formerly Secretary (FP) in
the Finance Department, is trans-
ferred and posted as Secretary to
Government, Tourism and
Culture, YAT & C Department.

l Vivek Yadav, who is awaiting
posting, has been posted as
Secretary to Government, Youth
Services and Sports, YAT & C
Department.

l A. Surya Kumari, previously
Commissioner of Fisheries, is now
Secretary to Government,
Department of Women, Children,
Differently Abled & Senior
Citizens.

l Dr. C Sridhar, formerly
Commissioner of Rehabilitation
and Resettlement, has been trans-
ferred and posted as Director,
Industries.

l J. Nivas, who was awaiting post-

ing, has been posted as Additional
Secretary to Government, Finance
Department.

l V Vijaya Rama Raju, who was
awaiting posting, has been
appointed as Director of School
Education.

l Himanshu Shukla, awaiting post-
ing, has been appointed as
Director of Information and Public
Relations in the existing vacancy.

l S Dilli Rao, awaiting posting, has
been appointed as Director of
Agriculture, replacing Chevuru
Hari Kiran.
These changes are intended to

streamline the administration and
improve governance across various
departments. 

The officers are expected to
assume their new roles immediate-
ly to ensure smooth transitions and
continued progress in their respec-
tive areas of responsibility.

Left canal works soon: CM

PNS n ANAKAPALLE

Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu
Naidu stated that the completion of

the Sujala Sravanthi project would
ensure irrigation water for every
acre in the North Andhra region.
During a visit to the left bank
canal of the Polavaram project at
Darlapudi in the Anakapalle
district, he announced that ten-
ders would soon be called to

commence the left bank
canal works.
"Initially, irrigation

water will be supplied
to 2.2 lakh acres by

completing the works
in the first phase with Rs 800 crore.

If the Krishna, Godavari, Pennar, and
Vamsadhara rivers are interlinked, the
State will never face any drought sit-
uation," the CM said.

Expressing his commitment to the
welfare of the people, Naidu criticized
the previous government for leaving the
State bankrupt. He highlighted the clo-

sure of three sugar mills due to their inef-
ficiency and promised to support sugar-

cane farmers.
The Chief Minister urged officials to

eliminate corporate culture and criti-

cized the lack of progress on the Sujala
Sravanthi works during the previous gov-
ernment's tenure, noting that only the
works completed under the earlier TDP
administration had advanced. Naidu, who
received a warm welcome from local

Ministers, MPs, MLAs, and other party
leaders upon his arrival in North Andhra
for the first time since assuming office for
the fourth time, also visited a photo exhi-
bition.

Continued  on  Page  2

Assures water to every acre in north Andhra through 'Sujala Sravanthi'

Says he's committed to saving Vizag Steel Plant from privatisation

l Tenders to be called soon for
the left bank canal works of
the Polavaram project.

l The first phase aims to
supply irrigation water to 2.2
lakh acres with Rs 800 crore
budget.

l Interlinking major rivers will
prevent droughts in the
State.

l Naidu criticises the previous
government for emptying
the State coffers and closing
three sugar mills.

l He promised support to
sugarcane farmers and
elimination of corporate
culture in government

projects.

l Naidu received a warm
welcome in North Andhra
and visited a photo
exhibition.

l He emphasises his
responsibility to repay the
trust of North Andhra
voters.

l The "Super-Six" promises
will be implemented soon,
with increased pensions
already distributed.

l Historic initiatives include
signing on the Mega DSC for
16,347 teacher posts and
repealing the Land Titling
Act.

l 183 Anna Canteens will be
relaunched on August 15.

l Naidu criticised negative
forces and announced a skill
census to enhance youth
employment opportunities.

Naidu asserted
that AP will soon
be the number
one state in the
country and
committed to
increasing
revenue for all
sections of the
population.

POLAVARAM PROJECT

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan has instruct-
ed officials from the Panchayat Raj
Engineering Department to vigor-
ously implement plans for laying
7,213 km of roads at an estimated
cost of Rs 4,976 crore. The directive
came during a review meeting held
on Thursday with officials from the
Panchayat Raj Engineering
Department and the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AIIB) at the camp office in
Vijayawada. During the meeting,
AIIB representatives provided an
update on the Andhra Pradesh
Rural Road Project.

Pawan Kalyan said that road
construction in rural areas is cru-
cial for enhancing social and eco-
nomic benefits and alleviating
poverty. He urged officials to seek
additional support from the central
government for rural road construc-
tion. He highlighted the need for
every village with a population

exceeding 250 to be connected by
roads. Kalyan expressed confidence
that the project, initiated in the
financial year 2018-19, could
achieve significant progress if Rs 200
crore is allocated monthly for road
construction. Under this project, the
government will provide a match-
ing grant of Rs 75 crore, with the
remaining Rs 125 crore to be fund-
ed by the bank.

Kalyan criticised the previous
government for neglecting road
repairs and causing delays in bill
payments, which hindered rural
road development. He stressed that
resolving these issues would lead to
better-quality roads and enhance
rural development. To ensure the
smooth construction and mainte-
nance of roads, Kalyan proposed
developing a special portal for
monitoring transparency in the
Panchayat Raj Engineering
Department’s work. This portal
should include a feature for public
suggestions.

Continued  on  Page  2

7,213 km of roads to be
laid in AP: Pawan

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The TDP-led NDA government,
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu (4.0),
has completed its first month in
office, focusing on restoring and
revamping the administrative sys-
tems. The government aims to instil
confidence among the people by
overhauling the system and imple-
menting transformative changes.

In his first month, Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu has made sev-
eral significant decisions, including

filling 16,347 teacher positions
through a Mega DSC, repealing the
Land Titling Act, increasing the
pension amount from Rs 3,000 to Rs
4,000, reviving the Anna Canteens
which were previously closed, and
conducting a skill census. The gov-
ernment's motto is "Simple
Government, Effective
Governance."

Priority has been given to key
projects such as Amaravati and
Polavaram. In his initial week, the
Chief Minister visited Polavaram
and Amaravati, highlighting the

destruction caused in the capital city.
In the first month, the govern-

ment disbursed Rs 4,408 crore in
pensions and took urgent steps to
relaunch 183 Anna Canteens. They
are also arranging to update farmer
passbooks with the new government
seal and remove the photo of the
previous Chief Minister.

Chandrababu Naidu, in his fourth
term as Chief Minister, is dedicat-
ed to rebuilding the state after the
past five years of challenges. The
government has taken decisive
actions to lay the groundwork for

welfare and development programs.
Notable welfare initiatives include

pension and financial aid to individ-
uals such as Seema Parvin of
Machilipatnam and Arudra of
Kakinada, with Rs 5 lakh assistance
and a monthly pension of Rs 15,000,
respectively.

In response to the recent murder
of a woman in Ipurupalem, Chirala
mandal, Bapatla district, the Chief
Minister directed the Home Minister
and the DGP to ensure the culprits
are apprehended within 48 hours. 

Continued  on  Page  2

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

IT Minister Nara Lokesh has
requested the public to send their
grievances to his email ID,
hello.lokesh@ap.gov.in, as his
WhatsApp is currently blocked and
inactive. The minister announced
that he would personally review the
emails and work to resolve the
issues.

Nara Lokesh explained that the
influx of messages from thousands
of people caused technical problems,
resulting in his WhatsApp being
blocked. He urged people to use the
email ID hello.lokesh@ap.gov.in to
share their information and prob-
lems. He also mentioned that
requests should include the sender's
name, city, mobile number, email ID,

and complete details related to the
issue. This email ID was created as
part of the 'Hello Lokesh' program
organized during the Yuvagalam
Padayatra.

Continued  on  Page  2

Key decisions mark first month of CBN 4.0

VSP won’t be closed, assures
Union Steel Minister HDK

Lokesh urges public to send
grievances to his email ID

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The State government has announced
a series of transfers and new appoint-
ments among its IPS officers.

Harish Kumar Gupta has been
appointed as the Director General of
Vigilance and Enforcement, while
Kumar Vishwajit has been named
Principal Secretary of the Home
Department. These appointments
reflect a strategic shift in the state's top
policing roles. Additionally, nine IPS
officers have been transferred in a
major reshuffle, as outlined in GO Rt
No 1245 issued by State Chief
Secretary Neerabh Kumar Prasad. 

Continued  on  Page  2

Harish made
Vigilance DG,
Vishwajit
Principal Secy
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‘End credits in Indian 2 will
surprise all,’ says 

SHANKAR

BRICS Parliamentary meet: LS

Speaker Birla pitches for reforms in

UNSC, WTO
36 DAYS:
DELECTABLY DARK 
AND CLEVER

284 spl counters for
rice & dal set up ...
Minister for Food, Civil Supplies,
and Consumer Affairs, Nadendla
Manohar, formally launched 284
special counters across the State
to sell rice and red gram (dal) at
affordable prices through all
Rythu Bazaars. The inauguration
of the special rice and dal counter
took place at the Rythu Bazaar in
APIIC Colony, Gurunanak Nagar,
Vijayawada, on Thursday.
Speaking on the occasion,
Minister Manohar announced that
sugar and cereals would soon be
supplied to consumers...

-PAGE: 4

British Indian MPs
swear oath...
Newly elected Indian-origin MPs
to the House of Commons have
been pledging their allegiance to
the British Crown as a symbol of
loyalty to the country, choosing
to swear on holy texts or to
affirm their oath during the first
week of a new Parliament.A new
copy of the ‘Bhagavad Gita’
presented to Speaker Lindsay
Hoyle by Shailesh Vara, former
Conservative Party member of
Parliament who lost his
Cambridgeshire seat in last
week’s general election...

Insurers expect
more tax...
More tax benefits for health
insurance under the new tax
regime, relaxation in payment
norms for MSMEs and incentives
for the agri-tech sector are
among the expectations of
stakeholders from the first
budget of the Modi 3.0
government. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is scheduled
to present the full Budget for
fiscal 2024-25 on July 23, which
will be the first major policy
document of the new
government...

I could have done
better in...
Trailblazing Indian shuttler Saina
Nehwal feels she would have
perhaps excelled more as a
sportsperson if she had picked a
tennis racquet instead of playing
badminton. Nehwal has an
impressive resume as a
badminton player. Not only she
became the first Indian woman
shuttler to be ranked No. 1 in the
world, she was the first woman
athlete from the country to win
an Olympic medal. "Sometimes I
feel that it would have been good
if my parents had put me in
tennis," Saina said...
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DDOONN’’TT MMIISSSS......

The heirs of Veerappan (YSRCP) who

pocketed national wealth through red

sandalwood smuggling in Tirumala

Tirupati’s Seshachalam forests will be

held accountable. The matter will be

raised with Union Home Minister Amit

Shah and a report will be sought on it.

Those who did not believe in God and

had no regard for dharma were

in power looting the assets of

Lord Venkateswara and

troubling the public. Now an

admin of the pious who

constantly chant

Govinda's name has

won in Andhra

Pradesh.

-  Bandi Sanjay, MoS Home Affairs P4



Printed and published by B Krishna Prasad for and on behalf of CMYK Printech Ltd., Printed at Sree Seshasai Enterprises, D.No. New 3-88, Old 3-22, Chandra Theatre, Gosala, Penamaluru Mandal, Vijayawada, 
Andhra Pradesh - 521 151, Editor-in-Chief: Shobori Ganguli Resident. Editor: B Krishna Prasad, AIR SURCHARGE of Rs 2.00.

Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any

damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication or not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Delhi/New Delhi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before

responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group's will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers  of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements.

vijayawada 02VIJAYAWADA | FRIDAY | JULY 12, 2024

ALMANAC

Updated: July 11, 2024 5:00 PM

Forecast: Scattered Thunderstorms
Temp: 33oc

Humidity: 72%
Sunrise: 5:42 AM
Sunset: 6:44 PM

TODAY

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha

Tithi: Shashthi: Jul 11 10:04 AM 
to Jul 12 12:33 PM

Saptami: Jul 12 12:33 PM
to Jul 13 03:05 PM

Nakshatram: 

Uttara Phalguni: Jul 11 01:04 PM
to Jul 12 04:08 PM

Hasta: Jul 12 04:08 PM 
to Jul 13 07:14 PM

Rahukalam: 10:44 AM to 12:21 PM

Yamagandam:  3:36 PM to 5:13 PM

Varjyam: 01:38 AM to 03:26 AM

Gulika: 7:30 AM to 9:07 AM

Amritakalam: 08:01 AM to 09:49 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:55 AM to 12:47 PM

PNS n ANAKAPALLE

Bodabattula Suresh, the
prime suspect in the grue-
some murder of a 14-year-
old girl in
Koppugondupalem village
under Rambilli mandal, was
found dead on the outskirts
of the village on Thursday
morning. The 26-year-old
accused is believed to have
taken his own life by con-
suming harmful chemicals,
as several bottles were dis-
covered near his lifeless
body.

The chilling incident dates
back to the evening of July 6,
when Suresh, a driver with a
history of addiction and
criminal behaviour, brutally
murdered the young girl in
her residence. The victim, a
Class-IX student, had reject-
ed Suresh's advances and
marriage proposal, which
led to his deep-seated grudge
against her. Additionally, her
role in a previous case that
resulted in his imprison-
ment fuelled his resentment.

Following the heinous
crime, Suresh managed to
evade capture, prompting a
widespread manhunt.
Despite deploying over 12
special teams dedicated to

locating him, the search
efforts proved unsuccessful.
Anakapalle district
Superintendent of Police,
KV Murali Krishna, had
even announced a cash
reward of Rs 50,000 for any
information leading to
Suresh's arrest.

The discovery of Suresh's
body brings a grim conclu-
sion to a case that has shak-
en the community. The
police are conducting further
investigations to confirm
the circumstances surround-
ing his death and to ensure
that no foul play was
involved.

The tragic events have
left the village of
Koppugondupalem in a state
of shock and mourning. The
victim's family and friends
are grappling with their loss,
while the community at large
is left to ponder the senseless
violence that shattered their
peace.

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

In a decisive move, the govern-
ment has announced replacing
JNR group and Rocktree Infra,
the companies previously
responsible for constructing
houses in the Jagananna
Colonies on the city's outskirts.
These companies have been
directed to transfer their pro-
jects to smaller contractors, fol-
lowing concerns over delayed
progress and inefficiencies.

The government has man-
dated that all materials provid-
ed to JNR and Rocktree
Infra— including cement, iron,
and sand— must be account-
ed for. Under the newly issued
100-day plan, construction
companies must complete
their projects in phases, ensur-
ing transparency and account-
ability.

The housing initiative, orig-
inally conceived by the previ-
ous administration with sup-
port from the central govern-
ment, aimed to construct
approximately one lakh hous-
es in the city's suburbs.
However, due to a lack of
interest from beneficiaries,
the project was unofficially
handed over to private compa-
nies under Option 3. Essential
materials were supplied by
the government, and on April
28, 2022, former Chief
Minister Jaganmohan Reddy
laid the foundation stone for
the housing project in
Paidivada Agrahara of
Sabbavaram mandal.

Despite these efforts,
progress lagged significantly.
Out of over 50,000 houses
entrusted to JNR and Rocktree

Infra, only 16,585 houses had
reached the slab stage, and
3,850 were ready for slabs.
Additionally, 30,000 houses
were at the foundation stage,
silos were dug for another
30,000, and work had not
commenced on 20,000 hous-
es. Rocktree Infra, in particu-
lar, faced severe challenges in
meeting construction targets.

Construction came to a
standstill following the elec-
tion notification, with work
halting for approximately
three months post-election.
Upon assuming office, the
new administration priori-
tized resuming the central
government-funded housing
projects.  Minister for Housing
Kolusu Parthasarathy
reviewed the progress and
directed officials to settle
accounts with JNR and
Rocktree Infra, transferring
responsibilities to smaller con-
tractors.

The government has formu-
lated a 100-day plan to ensure
the completion of 11,000 hous-
es in 73 colonies within the dis-
trict, ready for handover to
beneficiaries. District hous-
ing authorities have initiated
preparations, discussing logis-
tics with seven to ten small
contractors in the district.
They are working to bring
labourers to start work in the
colonies. However, labour
shortages due to the rainy
season and the time required
for labourers from the north to
return pose challenges. The
initial focus will be on com-
pleting the interiors of houses
where slabs have already been
laid.

Jagananna Colonies:
Government replaces
housing contractors

Suspect in minor girl's
murder found dead

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) is an organization
capable of influencing all sectors
globally, stated Chief Minister
Nara Chandrababu Naidu.
During a virtual meeting with
CII representatives, the Chief
Minister urged them to partic-
ipate in the P4 (Public, Private,
People's Partnership) policy. He
also announced plans to orga-
nize another meeting with the
CII representatives in
Visakhapatnam later this year.

The Chief Minister empha-
sized that Visakhapatnam
would be transformed into a
financial technology (Fintech)
hub, reiterating his commit-
ment to building a poverty-free
society. He assured the CII
representatives that enhancing
the expertise of the youth
through skill development
would lead to global employ-
ment opportunities. "The
reforms may have some politi-
cal repercussions, but I am
confident that these reforms will
significantly benefit the people,"
Naidu said.

Chandrababu Naidu assured
industrialists of better subsidies
during the state's rebuilding
process and detailed the state's
abundant natural resources. "I
am very happy to have this
meeting with you. When I first
became the Chief Minister of
the combined Andhra Pradesh
in 1995, CII was a small orga-
nization. It has now grown to a
global level, influencing sectors
worldwide," he recalled.

Highlighting the state's pio-
neering reforms, Naidu men-
tioned that Andhra Pradesh
introduced the first power sec-
tor reforms and established the
Regulation Commission in
1998. "We also introduced the
first Emirates flight from
Hyderabad to Dubai through
the Open Sky policy and laid
the foundation for the Green
Field airport in Hyderabad.
Bengaluru and Mumbai fol-
lowed with similar projects," he
told the CII representatives.

Naidu affirmed his strong
belief in public policy and wel-
fare aimed at alleviating pover-
ty. "We should all work towards
achieving this," he added. He
outlined his short-, medium--
, and long-term policies and

sought advice on organizing
government programs. "Provide
us with guidance, and we will
proceed accordingly by creating
opportunities," he said.

The Chief Minister high-
lighted that India is now a glob-
al leader in using digital curren-
cy and mentioned that he had
previously advised the Prime

Minister on adopting this dig-
ital system. Naidu also
addressed concerns raised by
the CII representatives during
the meeting.

Chandrababu Naidu
assured industrialists of
better subsidies during
the state's rebuilding
process and detailed the
state's abundant natural
resources. "I am very
happy to have this meet-
ing with you. When I first
became the Chief
Minister of the combined
Andhra Pradesh in 1995,
CII was a small organiza-
tion. It has now grown to
a global level, influenc-
ing sectors worldwide,"
he recalled.

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Visakhapatnam, the port city,
is set to become a global hub
for Medtech, announced
Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu on Thursday. During
the launch of two new com-
panies in the Medtech zone,
Naidu highlighted his initial
vision of making Andhra
Pradesh a leader in the health
sector through the establish-
ment of the Medtech zone.
"When I proposed the cre-
ation of the Medtech zone to
manufacture medical infra-
structure, many doubted its
feasibility. Today, I am pleased
with the excellent results we
have achieved," he said.

Naidu expressed regret that
some investors did not estab-
lish their units in 2019 due to
challenges faced after a
change in government.
However, he commended the
perseverance of existing com-
pany owners who continued
their operations despite these
difficulties. "I truly appreciate

their efforts," he added.
He noted that over 140

companies now operate with-
in the 275-acre zone, provid-
ing employment to over 6,000
people and generating an
annual turnover exceeding
Rs 10,000 crore. He also
pointed out that during the
COVID-19 pandemic,
around 20 states procured
materials manufactured in
the zone, except the Andhra
Pradesh government at the
time.

Reiterating his fondness
for Visakhapatnam, Naidu
announced that the
Bhogapuram airport would
soon become operational,
benefiting the local popu-
lace. "This is my first visit to
Visakhapatnam since assum-
ing office as Chief Minister.
My government is committed
to providing all necessary
support to the Medtech zone,
with cooperation from both
the central and state govern-
ments," he affirmed.

Vizag will turn into global medtech hub: CM

PNS n PADERU

In a remarkable display of community
spirit and determination, twenty-nine
families from the Konda Dora tribal
community have united to construct a
school shed, providing much-needed
elementary education to 25 students in
Tengilabanda village situated in Kiverla
panchayat in Ananthagiri mandal of
Alluri Sitarama Raju district. Faced
with the lack of basic educational facil-
ities, the community has taken it upon
themselves to ensure their children’s
right to education. Led by ten dedicat-
ed parents, including Pandavula
Satyarao, they formed a committee to
oversee the construction project.

For the 25 underprivileged children
residing in Tengalabanda, situated under
the Kiverla panchayat, reaching the
Gangavaram MPP  school two kilome-
ters away has historically been a signif-
icant obstacle. The commute necessitates
traversing two treacherous streams,

which become impassable during the
monsoon season. This forces the chil-
dren to either navigate the hazardous
waters or wait for extended periods until
the floods recede.

During the Mimagadu program held
in Paderu on Friday, Govinda Rao, a
member of the CPM District Secretariat,
brought the villagers' initiative to the
attention of the District Collector and
ITDA PO. The collector responded
promptly, instructing local educational
officers to inspect the village and report

back. The Mandal Education Officer
(MEO) responded with alacrity, visiting
the village to assess the situation first-
hand. Impressed by the villagers' resolve,
the MEO reported to higher authorities,
who subsequently granted permission to
assign a teacher to the village.

In an inspiring act of self-reliance, the
parents collectively raised funds, con-
tributing Rs. 300 towards procuring
materials, and the community is current-
ly building the structure using local
materials such as sticks, bamboo, and
shells for the roof.. The officials com-
mended the villagers' dedication and
pledged their support, assuring them of
their presence at the school's inaugura-
tion upon completion of the shed.

With the teacher now appointed and
construction underway, the Konda Dora
tribal community’s efforts stand as a tes-
tament to the power of collective action
and the extraordinary lengths to which
they will go to secure a brighter future
for their children.

Key decisions mark first ...
Continued from Page 1

Additionally, the Chief
Minister facilitated compensa-
tion from Ultratech Cement
Factory, amounting to Rs 50
lakh for the families affected by
a recent accident.

Chandrababu Naidu's visit
to Delhi marked a success,
where he detailed the state's chal-
lenges to the Prime Minister and
Union Ministers, discussing
pending projects and funds.

The Chief Minister has also
released white papers on
Polavaram, Amaravati, and the
energy sector, addressing issues
from the previous government.
He has invited Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy for
discussions to resolve inter-state
issues.

Furthermore, Naidu has
revived the policy of free sand to
support the construction sector
and plans to create 20 lakh jobs
over the next five years. 

He has met with industrial-
ists, including representatives for
the BPCL petrol refinery pro-
ject, and discussed potential
investments with companies
like VinFast. Special attention is
being given to the completion
of Bhogapuram Airport by
2026.

Every Saturday, the Chief
Minister visits the party office
to engage with the party cadre
and ensure proper recognition
for BC communities, appoint-
ing leaders from these commu-
nities to key positions such as
party president and Assembly
Speaker.

Left canal works soon ...
Continued from Page 1

"I  have a bounden
responsibility to repay the
trust of the people who
voted for me. The people of
North Andhra are next to
the people of the Godavari
districts in showing their
affection towards me. I am
here to fulfil my debt to you
and, with the strength
given to me by the
Almighty, I will develop the
State in all sectors," an
emotional Naidu told the
crowd.

Addressing rumours
about the Visakha Steel
Plant, Naidu assured that
he is dedicated to safe-
guarding it. He accused a
particular party of spread-
ing false stories about his
alleged agreement to sell
the plant. Recalling his
firm resistance to privatiza-

tion proposals in the past,
he declared,  "Visakha
Vukku is Andhrula Hakku
(Visakha steel is the right of
Andhras)."

The Chief  Minister
promised the swift imple-
mentation of the "Super-
Six" promises and assured
that the State Government
will support every family.
"We have not even com-
pleted 30 days in power, but
we have already distrib-
uted the revised pension,
increased from Rs 3,000 to
Rs 4,000,  along with
arrears," he said.

Describing his initiatives
as historic, Naidu high-
lighted his first signature
on the Mega DSC to fill
16,347 vacant teacher posts
and the repeal of the Land
Tit l ing Act,  which he
claimed was aimed at grab-
bing lands from innocent

people. "Additionally, we
are going to relaunch 183
Anna Canteens on August
15," he announced.

Naidu crit icized an
unnamed "evil force" for
attempting to undermine
positive developments for
the people, urging citizens
to permanently eliminate
such negativity.  He
announced the upcoming
launch of a skill census to
identify and enhance the
talents of the youth for
better employment oppor-
tunities, asserting that
Andhra Pradesh will soon
achieve the number one
position in the country.
"We will certainly find ways
to increase the revenue of
every section of people in
the State," he pledged,
promising that every rupee
would be spent for the wel-
fare of the people.

7,213 km of roads ...
Continued from Page 1

Addit ional ly,  Kalyan
requested the central govern-
ment to reduce the state's
matching grant contribution
from 30 per cent to 10 per
cent for this project.

AIIB of f icers  Farhad

Ahmed, Dr Ashok Kumar,
and Sivaramakrishna
Shastr y,  a long with
Panchayat Raj Department
Chief Engineer Balu Naik
and APRRP officers CV
Subba Reddy and PV
Ramana Murthy, participat-
ed in the meeting.

Lokesh urges public ...
Continued from Page 1

Meanwhile, on the 16th day
of conducting Praja Darbar at
his residence in Undavalli,
Minister Lokesh met with
people from Mangalagiri and
across the state who came
with their problems. Ch
Shankar Rao from
Mangalagiri appealed to
Lokesh for an old age pension
as he is suffering from paral-
ysis. B Putlamma from
Chinakaka requested support
as they are suffering from ill-
ness and lack of resources.
Gausia Begum from
Chinakakani appealed for
employment opportunities.
Employees from Mangalagiri
demanded the regularization
of contracts and outsourcing
staff. BC, SC, and ST farmers
from Yerrabalem, Navuluru,
Nidamarru, Bethapudi, and
Kuragallu requested solutions
for issues related to the sale of

assigned lands in the capital
Amaravati.

P Naga Suresh complained
about irregularities in ration
distribution by YSRCP leaders
in the Mangalagiri constituen-
cy and called for action against
them. Distributors asked for
the sanction of pending bills
for eggs supplied to govern-
ment schools and Anganwadis
since December last year.
Representatives of the
APSRTC Retired Employees
Association requested pen-
sions and health facilities,
along with ration cards, for
RTC retired employees.
Representatives of the Telugu
Nadu Teachers' Association
collectively appealed to
Minister Lokesh to address the
challenges faced by primary
schools and the education
sector to strengthen it.
Minister Lokesh assured that
the issues raised during the
program will be resolved.

VSP won’t be closed...
Continued from Page 1

Union Minister of State for
Steel & Heavy Industries
Bhupathiraju Srinivasa Varma
echoed Kumaraswamy's com-
mitment to the steel plant and
the region. "It is a fortune for
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant and
the people of Andhra Pradesh
to have a minister so invested
in RINL's future," he remarked,
noting the Union Minister's
swift visit after assuming office.

As part of their initiative, the
ministers conducted a compre-
hensive review meeting in the
CMD's boardroom, attended
by the CMD, directors, the
Chief Vigilance Officer, and
senior officials of RINL.
Following this, they visited
the Model Room in the ED
(Works) building, where Atul
Bhatt, CMD of RINL, provid-
ed a detailed overview of the
plant's operations and its key
features.

The ministers also toured
RINL's award gallery, com-
mending the company for its
numerous prestigious nation-
al and international accolades.
Their visit extended to key
departments such as the Coke
Ovens, Blast Furnace-3, Steel
Melting Shop-2, and Wire Rod

Mill-2, where they gained an
in-depth understanding of the
plant's state-of-the-art facilities.

In a detailed discussion with
representatives of the Steel
Executives Association (SEA),
the ministers delved into the
plant's performance and future
plans. The visit was marked by
the presence of several digni-
taries, including Sanjay Roy,
Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Steel, M Sribharat, MP,
Visakhapatnam, Palla Srinivas,
MLA – Gajuwaka and State
President, Telugu Desam Party
Andhra Pradesh, Sagi Kasi
Viswanadha Raju,
Independent Director-SAI,
MLA Vishnu Kumar Raju,
GVL Narasimha Rao, former
MP (Rajya Sabha), Gandi
Babjee, District President,
Telugu Desam Visakhapatnam,
directors of RINL, and other
senior officials.

This visit stands as a signif-
icant endorsement of RINL's
capabilities and future poten-
tial, reinforcing the plant's
role in the nation's industri-
al landscape. The ministers'
assurances have invigorated
the workforce, bolstering
their confidence in the plant's
enduring stabil ity and
growth.

Harish made Vigilance DG ...
Continued from Page 1

Anjana Sinha, currently
Chairman of the AP Road Safety
Authority, has been given full addi-
tional charge as Director General of
the Special Protection Force,
Andhra Pradesh. Madireddy Pratap,
who was previously awaiting post-
ing, is now the Director General of
AP State Disasters Response and
Fire Services, relieving Dr. Shankha
Brata Bagchi of this role.

Ch. Srikanth, Inspector General
of Police for OCTOPUS, has been
transferred to the Inspector General
of Police (Law & Order) at the
Office of the Director General of
Police (HoPF). SV Rajasekhara
Babu, Chairman of the State Level
Police Recruitment Board, has been
appointed Commissioner of Police,
Vijayawada, succeeding PHD
Ramakrishna. Ramakrishna has
been moved to the role of Inspector
General of Police, Provisioning &
Logistics, at the Office of the
Director General of Police (HoPF),
and has also been given additional
charge of Chairman, State Level

Police Recruitment Board.
Gopinath Jatti, Deputy

Inspector General of Police for
Greyhounds, has been transferred
to Deputy Inspector General of
Police for Visakhapatnam Range,
with additional charge of Deputy
Inspector General of Police for
Coastal Security. Vishal Gunni will
now report to the Director General
of Police (HoPF) for further post-
ing, having been transferred from
the Deputy Inspector General of
Police for the Visakhapatnam
Range. Dr Koya Praveen, previous-
ly Deputy Inspector General of
Police for Greyhounds, has been
appointed Deputy Inspector
General of Police for Kurnool
Range. Ch. Vijaya Rao is also
directed to report to the Director
General of Police (HoPF) for fur-
ther posting following his transfer
from Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Kurnool Range.

These appointments and trans-
fers are set to bring significant
changes to the administrative and
operational dynamics of Andhra
Pradesh's police force.

Konda Dora tribal families rally to
construct school shed for children

‘CII can impact all sectors’
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Rajiv Gandhi University of
Knowledge Technologies
(RGUKT) has released the
final list (General) of students
selected for admission to the
Indian Institute of Information
Technology (IIIT) campuses at
Nuzvid, Idupulapaya,
Srikakulam and Ongole for the
academic year 2024-25.
Chancellor Prof KC Reddy
released the list at the SAC
Auditorium at Nuzvid campus
in Eluru district on Thursday.
Registrar Prof Gopala Raju,
officials from the Nuzvid cam-
pus, and directors of four other
campuses took part in the
event.

As many as 4,400 students
will be admitted to these four
campuses, with 1,000 seats
allocated to each RGUKT and
an additional 100 seats under
the Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) quota. Andhra
Pradesh students occupied 85
per of the 4,400 seats, and the
remaining 15 per cent were
filled by candidates from
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana based on open
merit. The authorities said that
classes are likely to start in the
first week of August. The exact
date will be intimated to all
admitted candidates.

Certificate verification of

the selected candidates will be
conducted from July 22 to 27
at all four campuses. The ver-
ification of certificates will be
held at the Nuzvid and
Idupulapaya (RK Valley) cam-
puses on July 22 and 23. At the
Ongole campus, the process
will be conducted on July 24
and 25. However, those select-
ed for this campus need not go
to Idupulapaya. The certificate
verification at Srikakulam cam-
pus will be held from July 26
to 27.

According to Prof KC
Reddy, 53,863 students applied
online for admission to the IIIT
campuses. Of them, 34,153
were government school stu-

dents, 19,671 were from private
schools and the remaining 38
were other State students. This
year, 92.99 per cent of students
who studied in government
schools were selected to the
four RGUKT campuses. The
remaining 7.01 per cent belong
to private schools, he said.

He added that out of the
total 4,400 students, 67.16 per
cent are girls and 32.85 per cent
boys. Srikakulam district has
the highest number of students
(498). It is 12.33 per cent of the
total number of seats.
Srikakulam is followed by
Vizianagaram – 286 (7.08 per
cent), Sri Satyasai – 282 (6.98
per cent), YSR Kadapa – 227

(5.62 per cent), SPS Nellore –
218 (5.40 per cent), and
Prakasam – 216 (5.35 per
cent), he added.

RGUKT Admissions
Convenor Prof Amarendra
Kumar said that information
regarding students' admittance
will be sent to the mobile
number they provided in their
application, as well as through
message and SMS. Also, the
students can search the details
on the website www.rgukt.in,
Information about the campus-
es where the students should
seek counselling and the cer-
tifications they must carry are
all available on the RGUKT
website, he said.

RGUKT selected candidates list out
4,400 students to be admitted to Nuzvid, Idupulapaya, S’kulam and Ongole campuses

RGUKT Chancellor Prof KC Reddy, Registrar Gopala Raju, and Admissions Convenor Amarendra Kumar releasing the list of
selected students, at the Nuzvid campus in Eluru district on Thursday 
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Par vathipuram-Manyam
District Collector A Shyam
Prasad has called upon banks
to adopt local hostels and pro-
vide essential facilities under
their Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) pro-
grammes, aiming to trans-
form educational infrastruc-
ture and boost rural develop-
ment. This visionary appeal
was made during a pivotal
review meeting with district
bankers held at the
Collectorate.

Prasad underscored the cru-
cial role banks must play in
supporting district-wide devel-
opment. He highlighted the
pressing need for basic ameni-
ties in many hostels, which can
be provided at minimal cost,
enhancing the living condi-
tions and educational environ-
ment for children.

To boost employment
opportunities for rural youth,
the Collector directed the Lead
District Manager to formulate
a proposal for establishing a

comprehensive training centre.
This centre will impart skills in
various trades, including com-
puters, electrical work, air
conditioning mechanics, and
plumbing. Prasad assured the
provision of land for this pur-
pose and called on bankers to
robustly support this initiative.

Emphasising the essential
role of banks in fostering agri-
cultural development, Prasad
stressed the importance of
extending maximum support
to farmers through loan facil-
itation, including tenant farm-
ers. He advocated for strategic
measures to ensure farmers
achieve a stable income from
their agricultural pursuits. The
District Collector also set an
ambitious target for 100 per
cent enrolment in the Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY) across the district.
Additionally, he encouraged
large-scale implementation of
the Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY)
and Pradhan Mantri Suraksha
Bima Yojana (PMSBY) to ben-
efit the broader public.

Lead District Manager JLN
Murthy reported the presence
of approximately 104 bank
branches and 1,593 business
correspondents in the district.
He announced the approval of
the annual credit plan with a
substantial budget of Rs.
3,637.81 crore.

The meeting witnessed the
participation of several
notable officials, including
Giridhar Behara,  Lead
District Officer of the RBI, K
Robert Paul,  District
Agricultural Officer MV
Karunakar, District Industries
Officer Md Gayajuddin,
District SC Welfare and
Empowerment Officer R.
Gaddemma, and ED of the
BC Corporation, along with
other concerned bank officers
and stakeholders.

This initiative marks a sig-
nificant step towards fostering
a collaborative approach to
development, leveraging the
CSR capabilities of banks to
uplift educational and eco-
nomic standards in
Parvathipuram. 

Collector urges banks to develop
local hostels under CSR
Stresses role of banks in supporting 

district-wide development

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Inner Wheel Club of
Vijayawada Mid Town inaugu-
rated its new working commit-
tee on Thursday. At the event,
Kantheti Sandhya Rani was
appointed as the new presi-
dent, with K Bhavani taking on
the role of secretary.

In her address, Sandhya
Rani expressed her pride in
assuming the presidency of the
Inner Wheel Club of

Vijayawada Mid Town. She
noted that there are 37 Inner
Wheel clubs spanning from
Srikakulam to Vijayawada, and
she is honoured to serve as the
18th president.

Sandhya Rani outlined her
plans to expand the club’s ser-
vice activities, focusing on
enhancing infrastructure in
schools and hospitals. Her ini-
tiatives will include efforts
towards women’s empower-
ment, distributing sewing

machines to support the eco-
nomic development of under-
privileged women, raising
cancer awareness, reducing
plastic usage, and organizing
environmental protection
programs.

The event was attended by
District Chairperson A
Lakshmisrinivas, District
Secretary D Savitri, PDC
Yashoda P, and several distin-
guished members of
Vijayawada Mid Town.

Inner Wheel new panel
lines up service activities

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Vijayawada MP Kesineni
Sivanath opened the 52nd
Hyderabad Region Archery
Sports Meet at the Kendriya
Vidyalayam at Satyanarayana
puram on Thursday.

The MP lit the lamp along
with Vijayawada Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM) and
Kendriya Vidyalaya
Committee Chairman
Narendra A Patil. He received
the honour from the Bharat
Scouts and Guides.

Speaking on the occasion,
he said he will strive to con-
duct international cricket
matches at the Indira Gandhi
Municipal  Corporation
Stadium in Vijayawada and
another stadium at
Mangalagiri. 

For that, he will have talks
with the BCCI authorities
with the cooperation of the
Andhra Cricket Association
(ACA), he said.

Also, he asked the ACA
authorities to set up the nec-
essary facilities in these two
stadiums. The government
will provide all facilities for
the players in the coming
days, he assured.

Later, he announced that
the Central government is
mulling conducting the
Olympics in the country in
2036. The government will
file a bid soon by the Indian
Olympics Association. In the
meantime, the players should
stay prepared to participate in
the Olympics and take special
training, he said.

Once the Olympics is
awarded to the country, all

sports infrastructure will be
set up in the State. Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu is mulling conducting
the National Games in the
State to provide sports infra-
structure here and encourage
players, he added.

KVS Principal Adiseshu
Sharma, Vice Principal MV
Rao, Regional Tournament
Convener Dr Yedukondalu
and others were present.

MP promises steps to conduct
international cricket matches at IGMC

MP Kesineni Sivanath (Chinni) inaugurating the 52nd Kendriya Vidyalaya
Regional Archery Championship in Vijayawada on Thursday. DRM Narendra A
Patil is also seen (Photo: Ch.Vijaya Bhaskar)
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The Indian government is
launching a programme to
equip fishing boats with
transponders, advanced com-
munication devices designed
to improve fishermen's safety
at sea. This initiative, under the
Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana, aims to dis-
tribute 3.5 lakh transponders
to coastal States.  

Developed by the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO), these transponders
function as two-way commu-
nication tools. Utilising radio
frequencies, they establish a
direct link between fishing
boats and Fisheries
Department officials stationed
at designated harbors. This
real-time data stream enables
continuous monitoring of a
vessel's location, distance trav-
elled for fishing activities,
and proximity to harbours.
During emergencies, this crit-
ical information empowers
authorities to swiftly locate
and initiate rescue operations
by coordinating with the
Coast Guard.

The transponders are
designed for efficient opera-
tion, drawing power from the
boat's engine. However,
acknowledging the practice

of anchoring with engines
switched off, the government
has incorporated a solar bat-
tery backup system to ensure
uninterrupted functionality.
Additionally, a cost-sharing
model (60 per cent Central
government, 40 per cent State
government) enhances the
programme's financial acces-
sibility.

While the programme pre-
sents a promising solution, its
deployment in Andhra
Pradesh has encountered ini-
tial hurdles. In Visakhapatnam
district, a pilot project involv-
ing five mechanised fishing
boats launched three months
ago has yielded concerning
results. The transponders
installed on these vessels have
been removed and discarded
by the fishermen, rendering
the initiative entirely inactive.
This lack of usage hinders data
collection and prevents

authorities from tracking boat
movements or monitoring
fishing activities. The possibil-
ity exists that this resistance
stems from a desire to avoid
potential scrutiny regarding
the utilisation of subsidised
diesel for non-fishing pur-
poses.

The Department of
Fisheries has expressed con-
cern regarding the lack of
adoption in Andhra Pradesh.
Despite the initial setback,
they remain committed to
the programme's goals. Vijay
Krishna, Joint Director of
Fisheries, emphasised, "The
init ia l  chal lenges  in
Visakhapatnam will not deter
our efforts. We are deter-
mined to ensure fishermen
across the State have access
to this vital safety measure
and will continue our out-
reach and installation initia-
tives."

The PMMSY's transponder
programme holds immense
potential for safeguarding the
lives of fishermen venturing
into the unpredictable mar-
itime environment.
Addressing the concerns and
facilitating wider adoption in
Andhra Pradesh, alongside a
successful nationwide rollout,
will be paramount to the pro-
gramme's ultimate success.

Fishermen's safety at sea gets

tech boost, but AP faces hurdles
Initiative under Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana
aims to distribute 3.5 lakh transponders to coastal States

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh High Court
on Thursday issued notice to
Andhra Pradesh Capital
Region Development
Authority (AP CRDA)
Commissioner Katmaneni
Bhaskar and Mangalagiri
Tadepalli Municipal
Corporation (MTMC)
Commissioner in contempt
of court case. 

The YSRCP has filed a writ
petition in the High Court fol-
lowing the action of CRDA
and MTMC authorities on the
under-construction party at
Tadepalli in Guntur district.
The party had prayed to the
court to issue suitable orders
to the State government,
CRDA and MTMC against
the building structure until the
completion of the hearing. 

The High Court issued
the notices to the authorities
as they went ahead with the
demolition activity despite a
court’s directive against it.
The CRDA and MTMC
authorities demolished the
building structure claiming it
was an "illegal" construction.
The authorities carried out
the demolition exercise in the
early hours of June 22 with-
out serving prior notice to the
party’s leadership. 

CONTEMPT OF COURT CASE

AP HC issues
notice to

CRDA, MTMC

PNS n BHOGAPURAM

Chief Minister Chandrababu
has said that the construction
of Bhogapuram International
Airport will be completed by
2026 and once the construc-
tion of the Airport is complet-
ed, North Andhra will trans-
form into an Economic Hub.
After inspecting the ongoing
construction activities of the
Airport area through a bird's
eye view on Thursday, the
chief minister spoke to the
media persons and said the
construction of the beach road
till Bhogapuram should also be

completed at a brisk pace and
said the Bhogapuram area has
good potential to grow indus-
trially. “All permissions were
given when I was the Chief
Minister”, said Chandrababu.
Road connectivity from the
National Highway to the air-
port should be increased. Due
to the bad attitude of the pre-
vious YSRCP government,
everything has to be done
from scratch, said the CM.

The CM said that
Bhogapuram airport will have
a footfall of 48 lakh passengers
in the beginning. Once the air-
port is operational the youth of

North Andhra will not have to
migrate to other areas seeking
jobs. The people of
Uttarandhra have given a land-
slide mandate to the NDA
that paved the alliance for a
historic win. The NDA will do
something for the people of
Uttarandhra who stood by the
alliance. He recalled that he
visited Uttarandhra during the
tour before the elections. The
first phase of Bhogapuram
Airport will be completed by
June 2026. Union Minister
Rammohan Naidu is respon-
sible for speedy completion,"
said Chandrababu.

Bhogapuram Airport to be
operational by 2026: CM

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Minister for Finance,
Planning, Commercial Taxes
and Legislative Affairs,
Payyavula Keshav, released
grants to the tune of Rs.250
crore to the local bodies under
the first phase of the 15th
Finance Commission. Minister
Keshav assumed the office at
the Secretariat at Velagapudi
on Thursday. He first signed
on the file releasing the grant
to the local bodies.

Speaking on the occasion,
Keshav said that as per the
promise given by Chief
Minister Nara Chandrababu
Naidu, his government sanc-
tioned the grant of the 15th
Finance Commission for all

gram panchayats in the State.
During the election campaign-
ing, Chandrababu Naidu had
promised to the local bodies’
representatives to release the
Finance Commission funds
and that would be credited into
their bank accounts. Using
these funds, the gram panchay-
ats will provide various ameni-
ties for the public, he added.

Finance Department
Principle Secretary Piyush
Kumar, Secretaries Dr KVV
Satyanarayana, Janaki, and Vinay
Chand, Chief Commissioner,
State Taxes, Girija Sankar,
Finance Department Special
Secretary K Adinarayana,
Treasuries Director Mohana
Rao, APGLI Director Srinivas
and others were present. 

Payyavula Keshav assuming office as the Minister for Finance, Planning, Commercial
Taxes and Legislative Affairs at the Secretariat in Velagapudi on Thursday.n

Rs 250 cr Finance Commission
funds released to gram panchayats

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Loyola College
(Autonomous), Vijayawada,
organised an informative lec-
ture on crucial women's
health issues, particularly uri-
nary incontinence and over-
active bladder. The event,
aimed at raising awareness
among students, featured
Senior Consultant
Obstetrician and Gynecologist

from Prashanth Hospitals Dr
P Haritha as the keynote
speaker.

Dr Haritha shed light on var-
ious risk factors associated
with urinary incontinence,
including nerve damage, cer-
tain medications, alcohol and
caffeine consumption, and
infections. The lecture empha-
sised the growing concern of
women's health issues in
today's modern, polluted, and

fast-paced environment.
She said a significant portion

of the talk was dedicated to
lifestyle changes that can help
manage and prevent these con-
ditions. Dr Haritha highlight-
ed the importance of regular
exercise, weight management,
and Kegel exercises in main-
taining bladder health. She
also stressed the significance of
a balanced diet, regular bowel
habits, and reducing irritants

like caffeine.
The interactive session saw

enthusiastic participation
from students, who raised
various queries to gain deep-
er insights into women's
health. "Young people must
understand these health issues
early on. Awareness and pre-
ventive measures can signifi-
cantly improve quality of life
in the long run," she com-
mented.

Lecture held on women's health issues

Dr Haritha delivering her lecture at
the Andhra Loyola College in
Vijayawada on Thursday

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Social Welfare,
Disabled & Senior Citizen
Welfare, Sachivalayam and
Village Volunteer, Dola Sree
Bala Veeranjaneya Swamy held
a review meeting with the
Social Welfare Department
officials about the filling of
backlog vacancies, and the rule
of reservations. The meeting
took place at his chamber on
the premises of the Secretariat
at Velagappudi on Thursday.

Speaking on the occasion,
Minister Swamy said that offi-
cials should work responsibly
and they should be account-

able to the people. They
should examine the possibili-
ties of implementing the rule
of reservations in the recruit-
ment of contract and out-
sourced employees. He
instructed them to resolve
every petition received from
the people.

Also, he asked the officials
to arrange a system to know at
what stage is their petition. He
also assured the officials of
resolving the employees' prob-
lems.

Social Welfare Department
Principal Secretary K
Harshavardhan and others
were present. 

Minister Dola holds review
meeting to fill backlog vacancies

Minister Dola Sree Bala Veeranjaneya Swamy conducting a review meeting with the
Social Welfare Department officials at the Secretariat at Velagapudi on Thursday
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PNS n ELURU

Minister for Housing and
I&PR K Parthasarathy said
that a conducive atmosphere is
being created in the state for
the establishment of industries
and the government is ready to
provide all infrastructures for
the same.

A district-level meeting was
held here on Thursday, presided
over by MP Putta Mahesh, to
review the setting up of indus-
tries, safety of labour and envi-
ronmental protection. Speaking
on the occasion, Minister
Parthasarathi, underlined the
industrial and agriculture devel-
opment for the overdevelop-
ment of the state. 

Claiming that the Naidu-
headed government is encour-
aging entrepreneurs for the
development and expansion of
the industrial sector, the
Minister regretted that due to
the wrong decisions taken by
the previous government, the
industrial development in the
state came to a halt. The meet-
ing was held to correct such an
environment and find out the

problems of the industrialists
and resolve them,
Parthasarathy made it clear.

Acknowledging that there is
a conducive environment for
setting up industries in Andhra
Pradesh, the Minister high-
lighted that many entrepre-
neurs across the country and
the state are coming forward to
establish industries in AP
which is a good sign.

Eluru MP Putta Mahesh
lamented that the Jagan Reddy-
headed erstwhile government
did not focus on industrial
establishment and take steps to
provide infrastructure, resulting
in AP lagging in industrial
development. The MP voiced
that the Naidu government is a
pro-entrepreneur government,
it would provide needed infra-
structure and create a healthy
environment for industrial
development in the State.

He also made it clear pro-
posals were sent to the govern-
ment to reduce the protected
Kolleru forest area from to
third contour to the fifth con-
tour. The MP announced that
‘Job Melas’ would be organized

every week in the district from
September onwards.

Collector K Vetri Selvi
announced that all needed
approvals and permissions for
the establishment of industries
would be given through a 'sin-
gle window' to the entrepre-
neurs. If the entrepreneurs
submit their problems in a
written format, they would be
taken to the notice of the gov-
ernment. 

Since Eluru is located near
the Capital city, it is a conve-
nient place to establish indus-
tries, the Collector opined.
MLA Kamineni Srinivas
recalled that Rs 64,000 crore
worth of aqua products are
being exported from AP, stat-
ing there is huge scope to
establish industries here.

Representatives of various
industries explained their
problems and urged them to
take steps to resolve them.
MLAs S Roshan Kumar and
Chirri Balaraju also spoke.
MLAs Badeti Radha krishna-
iah, P Dharmaraju, DRO D
Pushmani and a host of offi-
cials were present.

PNS n MACHILIPATNAM

Two persons were killed when a
lorry knocked down their motor-
cycle at Pedavutapalli in
Unguturu mandal on Thursday.

Police said that the deceased V
Shyam Kumar (28) and another
woman who was a pillion rider on
the bike, were killed on the spot as
a speeding lorry knocked down
their motorcycle on the national

highway. The deceased Shyam
Kumar was working in the police
department and the police are yet
to establish the identity of the
woman. The police shifted the bod-
ies to the GGH for postmortem. 

PNS n RAJAHMUNDRY

The police seized a huge
quantity of 353 kg of ganja,
worth Rs 20 lakh, and arrest-
ed four persons in East
Godavari district.

SEB DSP P Somasekhar
told the media that on a tip,
a police team conducted a
raid at Diwan Cheruvu at
Rajanagaram and seized
153.80 kg.

The police got informa-
tion that some peddlers were
selling ganja at Sarpavaram.
They conducted a raid and
seized 200 kg of ganja. The
police seized a total of 353.80
kg of ganja, worth about Rs
20 lakh, in the two raids and
arrested four drug peddlers.

The police also seized a
lorry, four mobile phones
and Rs 4000 cash from ped-
dlers. 

Conducive atmosphere being
created for industries: Minister

353 kg of ganja
seized, 4 arrested

Two killed as lorry knocks down bike

CRIME BEAT

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Food, Civil
Supplies, and Consumer
Affairs, Nadendla Manohar,
formally launched 284 special
counters across the State to sell
rice and red gram (dal) at
affordable prices through all
Rythu Bazaars. The inaugura-
tion of the special rice and dal
counter took place at the Rythu
Bazaar in APIIC Colony,
Gurunanak Nagar, Vijayawada,
on Thursday.

Speaking on the occasion,
Minister Manohar announced
that sugar and cereals would
soon be supplied to consumers.
He stated that red gram would
be sold for Rs. 160 per kg,
steamed BPT rice for Rs 49,
and BPT raw rice for Rs 48. He
emphasised that, with the
cooperation of rice millers,
wholesale and retail traders,
and officials, the government is

striving to provide all essential
goods to people at affordable
prices. To combat rising prices,
the government will take spe-
cial steps to stabilize prices, he
added.

Furthermore, he announced
that his government has decid-
ed to standardize the prices of
dal and rice across the state.
While the open market price
for dal is Rs. 181, the govern-

ment will sell it for Rs 160. He
assured that this pricing would
not only apply in Rythu
Bazaars but also to all whole-
sale, retail, and supermarket
outlets. The government aims
to support both farmers and
consumers through Rythu
Bazaars.

Minister Manohar also
addressed the issue of pending
paddy procurement payments,
criticizing the previous YSRCP
government for not paying Rs
1,600 crore in dues to farmers.
Under the directives of Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu and Deputy Chief
Minister K Pawan Kalyan, his
government has paid Rs 1,000
crore to farmers, with the
remaining Rs 600 crore to be
released soon.

Moreover, Manohar stressed
that his government is commit-
ted to implementing the Public
Distribution System (PDS)

more effectively, ensuring no
irregularities or corruption. He
warned that strict action would
be taken against those diverting
PDS rice instead of distributing
it to the people. Recently, 43,249
metric tons of PDS rice were
seized in Kakinada, and the
government will conduct a
probe to take action against
those responsible.

The event was attended by
Vijayawada East MLA Gadde
Rama Mohana Rao, Civil
Supplies Commissioner
Siddhartha Jain, Director G.
Veerapandian, Marketing
Commissioner G. Sekhar Babu,
NTR district collector Dr. G.
Srijana, Joint Collector Dr. P.
Sampath Kumar, Vijayawada
RDO Bh. Bhavani Sankar, Civil
Supplies DM G. Venkateswarlu,
Markfed DM K. Naga Mallika,
Rice Millers Association
President G. Venkateswara Rao,
and others.

284 spl counters for rice & dal set
up at Rythu Bazaars across AP

PNS n GUNTUR

District Collector S
Nagalakshmi has directed the
officials to take steps to com-
plete on war footing the 1392
TIDCO at Vengalayapalem vil-
lage under phase 2 and 1008
TIDCO houses at Phule colony
in Tenali.

The Collector held a meet-
ing with the officials on
Thursday and reviewed with
TIDCO officials the construc-
tion process of houses.

TIDCO Superintending
Engineer M Ch Koteswara Rao
explained to the Collector that

1088 houses built in
Vengalayapalem phase-1 have
been handed over to the ben-
eficiaries and 1392 houses in
phase-2 are in progress.

He told the Collector that 848

houses constructed in Phase-1
in Tenali were handed over to
the beneficiaries and the con-
struction work of 1008 houses
in Phase-2 had been stopped
due to various reasons. Steps

would be taken to complete the
construction works soon and
hand over the houses to the to
the beneficiaries, he told the
Collector “Till now 4192 hous-
es built in Adavi Takkellapadu,
1728 houses in Mangalagiri, 848
houses in Tenali and 2368 hous-
es in Ponnur have been com-
pleted and handed over to the
beneficiaries,” the officials told
the Collector.

TIDCO Supervising
Engineer told the District
Collector that 5024 TIDCO
houses built in Navuluru,
Nidamarru, Penumaka,
Ananthavaram, Dondapadu,

Thullur, Ainavolu and
Mandamam were handed over
to the beneficiaries.

District Collector
Nagalakshmi ordered the offi-
cials that the 1392 houses in
progress in Vengalayapalem
Phase-2 as well as 1008 hous-
es in Phule Colony in Tenali
should be completed on war
footing. All the necessary infra-
structures should be provided
and immediate steps should be
taken to take possession of the
beneficiaries. Executive
Engineer G Prasada Rao and
DE Srinivas were among those
who were present.

Complete TIDCO houses on a war-footing: DC

PNS n NANDYALA

A massive search is on to
trace the body of 8-year-old
Vasanthi who was allegedly
gang-raped and murdered by
three minor boys at
Muchhumari village in
Pagidyala mandal.

The expert swimmers
launched a massive search in
the lift irrigation canal.
Nandyala SP Raghuveera
Reddy visited the lift irriga-
tion canal and monitored the
search operation. 

The SP said that steps
would be taken to ensure that
such incidents would not
recur.  The three minor boys,
who allegedly gang-raped,
murdered and dumped the
body in the canal, were
unable to tell where exactly
they dumped the body in the
lift canal, the SP made it clear.
The local swimmers searched
the entire canal for the body
but they could not trace the
body till evening.

Meanwhile, Nandyal MP
Byreddy Shabari visited the
Muchhumari village and con-
soled the bereaved parents of
the deceased girl. The MP
said that the children lack

parental guidance and fear
parents, committing such
horrendous crimes, the MP
lamented. She said that the
number of swimmers would
be increased to search the
canal to trace the body. The
MP assured to extend all
help to the bereaved family.

It may be mentioned here
that an eight-year-old girl
Vasnthi went missing on
Sunday. The family mem-
bers and the neighbours
searched for the girl but did
not find her. The parents
complained with the
Muchhumari police station
on Monday. The police got
information that the three

minor boys were seen taking
the girl to the outskirts.

The police held three
minor boys in connection
with the disappearance of
the minor girl. Police said that
when the girl was playing
with other girls at the park in
the village, the three accused
minor boys, who were
acquainted with the deceased
girl, took her to a secluded
place on the outskirts and
gang-raped her. Later fearing
that she would reveal their
names, the minor boys killed
the girl by pushing her into an
irrigation canal. The three
minor boys confessed to the
crime, the police said.

Search on to trace body of
rape-cum-murder victim

PNS n HYDERABAD

Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay
Kumar stated that the heirs of
Veerappan, who looted nation-
al wealth through red sandal-
wood smuggling in Tirumala
Tirupati, will be held account-
able. 

He emphasised, "There is no
question of letting these crim-
inals go," and assured that
appropriate action will be
taken based on the report. He
noted that a regime of devotees
who constantly chant
Govinda's name has arrived in
Tirumala. Bandi Sanjay criti-
cised that until recently, "Those
who did not believe in God
and had no regard for dharma
were in power, looting the
assets of Lord Venkateswara
and putting the public in trou-
ble." 

He pointed out that during

the previous administration,
the heirs of Veerappan looted
national wealth worth thou-
sands of crores through red
sandalwood smuggling in the
Seshachalam hills. "This issue
will be brought to the attention
of Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, and a report will be
sought on it," he said. During
his visit to Tirumala with his
family on his birthday, Bandi
Sanjay offered special prayers
to Lord Venkateswara. 

He expressed his happiness

at visiting the Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanam, say-
ing, "I prayed for the well-
being of the people of
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh, and for the prosper-
ity and happiness of all
Indians." 

He sought blessings for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's efforts to establish India
as a global leader. Bandi Sanjay
criticised the previous regime
for using the TTD as a rehabil-
itation centre for political
unemployables and for exploit-
ing TTD for political gains. He
emphasised, "We are not
against any religion but
opposed the looting of Lord
Venkateswara's assets for per-
sonal gain and defiling
Tirumala." He vowed that such
an anarchic regime is over and
that a regime of sincere devo-
tees chanting Govinda's name
has taken over. 

‘Will take action against those
who looted national wealth’

Job mela at 
Vikas Engineering
College tomorrow
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Vikas Educational
Institutions located at
Nunna will conduct a Job
Mela on the Vikas
Engineering College
premises on Saturday.
Interested candidates who
have passed a degree,
BTech, B Pharmacy,
DPharmacy, or MBA can
attend the job fair.

Jio, Amazon, Apollo

Pharmacy, Data Vali, Team
Yuva, Techno Task, Just Dial
and other companies will
attend the Job Mela to recruit
suitable candidates, Vikas
Educational Institutions
Training and Placement
Officer S Kishore Kumar
said in a press release.

For further details, inter-
ested candidates can 
contact the mobile num-
bers 9490888445 and
9492552636, he added.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

MP Vallabhaneni Balashoury
held a review meeting to dis-
cuss the development of
Krishna district with Collector
DK Balaji and Joint Collector
Geethanjali Sharma at the col-
lectorate in Machilipatnam on
Thursday. He underlined the
importance of speeding up
the Machilipatnam Port works.

He said that as per the plan,
in the first phase, officials
should strive to complete four
berths out of the total 16
berths within the stipulated
period. As of now, Mega
Engineering Infrastructure
Limited has completed 20 per
cent of the port works. Also, he

will strive to release funds
worth Rs.250 crore under the
Bharat Mala programme for
the port connectivity road, he
added.

Later, he instructed the offi-
cials to address the drinking
water issue and provide safe

drinking water to every village
through the Jal Jeevan Mission.
He enquired about the propos-
als for two barrages at
Bandikollanka and
Chodavaram downstream to
store four TMCs of water each.

Meanwhile, Vijayawada MP
Kesineni Sivanath alias Chinni
conducted a review meeting
with NTR District Collector
Dr G Srijana and Joint
Collector Dr P Sampath
Kumar at the collector's camp
office in Vijayawada. He
enquired about the National
Highway roads, health, drink-
ing water supply, development
of Government General
Hospital, pending projects and
DPRs. 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Energy Minister Gottipati
Ravi Kumar conducted a
review meeting with the offi-
cials of Andhra Pradesh Solar
Power Corporation at his
chamber in the Secretariat on
Thursday. He enquired about
the current status of the Solar
Power Corporation. The
minister reminded that in the
past, Chief Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu had set
up solar parks. He added that
Chandrababu is credited with
transforming the State as a
power surplus one. He direct-
ed them to take measures to
increase power generation
according to public needs.

Special Chief Secretary K
Vijayanand, AP Solar Power
Corporation MD M
Kamalakar Babu, Energy
Department Joint Secretary
Kumar Reddy and others
participated in the meeting.

Minister orders
steps to
increase power
production

Minister releases Sahakara
Samacharam monthly

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Agriculture,
Cooperative, Animal
Husbandry, Dairy Development
and Marketing K Atchannaidu
released Sahara Samacharam
monthly magazine at his camp
office in Vijayawada on
Thursday. Andhra Pradesh State
Cooperative Union is publish-
ing the magazine to provide
information about the depart-
ment to the employees.

The union leaders explained
the importance of the maga-
zine to the minister. The book
will be supplied to all cooper-
ative societies, banks, and their
representatives. They also
talked about the ongoing six-

month Diploma in
Cooperative Management in
four training institutes in the
State. Minister Atchannaidu
appreciated the union leaders
for publishing the magazine.

Andhra Pradesh State
Cooperative Union president
Adimulam Venkateswara Rao,
secretary ChV Rama Rao,
treasurer Someswara Rao,
vice-presidents M
Rammohana Rao and
Ramadas, Training Institute
Principal V Srinivasa Rao and
others were present.

Meanwhile, Andhra Pradesh
Non-Gazetted Employees
Officers Association president
KV Siva Reddy, general secretary
Purushottam Chowdary, NTR
district president A Vidyasagar
and others met Minister
Atchannaidu at the Markfed
office in Vijayawada. On the
occasion, the APNGO leaders
felicitated the minister.

Minister Atchannaidu releasing
Sahakara Samacharam magazine at the
camp office in Vijayawada on Thursday

MP asks officials to speed
up Machilipatnam Port works

Vijayawada MP Kesineni Chnni
conducting a meeting with the NTR
district officials in Vijayawada on
Thursday

PURE backs kids with special needs 
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

PURE (People for Urban and
Rural Education), an NGO
working in the field of educa-
tion, health and empower-
ment in rural and tribal areas,
has provided 36 wheel-chairs
with attached commode, three
special chairs for autism and
cerebral palsy children and
10 hearing aids to the children
in Government Bhavitha
School, Ferry, Ibrahimpatnam.

PURE has also constructed
toilets for the school. On
observing the commitment
and dedication of the special
educators and staff of Bhavitha
School, the Board of PURE
responded positively to the
request of the school for wheel-

chairs and hearing aids.
Shyla Talluri, the CEO,

PURE, USA, visited the school
on Thursday and presented the
wheel-chairs and hearing aids
to the children. Toys were
gifted to the children suffering
from autism and cerebral palsy.
She has assured to support the
school in future and also to
provide employment to the eli-
gible special needs children in
their organisation.

G Maheshwara Rao, Deputy

Director and Special Project
Director, Samaghra Siksha
Abhiyan, NTR district,
explained the way they teach
special needs children and the
physiotherapy they provide by
qualified physiotherapists.

BVS Kumar, former chair-
man, Child Welfare Committee,
Krishna district, explained the
government schemes and wel-
fare schemes applicable to the
special needs children and appre-
ciated the PURE for their con-
tinuous support for various child
care homes across the State.

Pushpalatha, Mandal
Education Officer, Annapurna,
Assistant Director, SSA,
Chandravathi, Special
Educator, and parents partic-
ipated in the programme.



nation 05 VIJAYAWADA | FRIDAY | JULY 12, 2024

IN
D

IA
 C

O
R

N
E

R

T
he Shimla Police on Thursday here arrested the alleged kingpin of opium drug
racket, a native of Nepal, they said. On July 3, a police team had arrested two
Nepalese nationals with 1.5 kg opium. During investigations, the police got

information about the alleged kingpin and arrested him from Narkanda, police
officials said. The accused has been identified as Ravi Giri (41). Shimla SP Sanjeev
Gandhi said the accused has been
arrested and booked under Section
29 (abetment and criminal
conspiracy to commit an offense)
of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act. "The total amount of financial
transactions of the accused is
around Rs 3.40 crore since 2022.
Further investigations are
underway and all illegal movable
and immovable properties will be
identified and seized", he said.

U
ttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak on Thursday dismissed 17
doctors for remaining absent from duty without information. In a post on X, Pathak,
who also holds the medical and health portfolio, said treating and curing the sick is

a service to God and there cannot be any negligence or indiscipline in it. "It is a great
fortune to get the responsibility of serving the people and providing health services.
Serving patients is like serving God.
There is no place for any kind of
negligence or indiscipline in this.
"I have given instructions to the Principal
Secretary, Medical and Health, to dismiss
17 medical officers working in various
districts of the state for being negligent in
providing medical services to the general
public and remaining absent from duty
for a long time without informing,"
Pathak said. He however did not share
the names of the doctors who have been
dismissed.

T
he Sri Lankan Navy on Thursday arrested 13 Indian fishermen and seized their
trawlers for allegedly poaching in its territorial waters, taking the number of Indian
nationals apprehended this year by the island nation in such incidents to 252, an

official statement said. The fishermen were arrested, and their three trawlers were seized
north of the Delft Island, Jaffna, the Sri Lanka Navy said in a press release.
The Sri Lanka Navy and Coast Guard
conducted the special operation leading
to the apprehension of the 13 Indian
fishermen, it said. Those apprehended
were brought to the Kankesanthurai
Harbour and will be handed to the
Mailadi Fisheries Inspector for further
legal proceedings. "The Navy has seized a
total of 35 Indian trawlers and 252 Indian
fishermen poaching in Sri Lankan waters
in 2024 and subsequently handed them
over to authorities for legal proceedings,"
the press release said.

Police arrest opium drug racket's
kingpin from Shimla

UP: 17 doctors dismissed over
absence from work

13 Indian fishermen arrested by Sri
Lanka Navy for alleged illegal fishing

PNS n NEW DELHI

India on Thursday called on
seven-nation BIMSTEC group-
ing to infuse new energies,
resources and a fresh commit-
ment to bolster cooperation
among the Bay of Bengal coun-
tries.

The appeal was made by
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar while hosting his
counterparts from BIMSTEC
member states at a two-day
retreat in the national capital.

The Bay of Bengal Initiative
for Multi-sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC) brings together
seven countries of South and
Southeast Asia for multifaceted
cooperation.

Besides India, BIMSTEC
comprises Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Thailand, Nepal and Bhutan.

Jaishankar said BIMSTEC
should harbour higher aspira-
tions.

"For India, BIMSTEC repre-
sents the intersection of its
'Neighbourhood First' outlook,
the 'Act East Policy' and the

'SAGAR' vision," Jaishankar
said in his opening remarks on
the first day of the retreat.

"Each of these endeavours is
being proposed with a specif-
ic focus on the Bay of Bengal,
where collaborative potential
has long remained under-
realised," he said.

"Our challenge is to change
that for the better, and to do so
rapidly," he added.

India has been making con-
certed efforts to make BIM-
STEC a vibrant forum for
regional cooperation as initia-
tives under SAARC (South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation) were not moving

forward for a variety of reasons.
India has been cooperating

with the countries of the Indian
Ocean region under the broad-
er policy framework of SAGAR
or Security and Growth for all
in the Region.

BIMSTEC foreign minis-
ters' retreat is aimed at
exchanging ideas openly, can-
didly and fruitfully.

"We all benefited from the
last such exercise in Bangkok.
This one now has a particular
importance as it serves to pre-
pare strong outcomes for the
summit to be held later in the
year," Jaishankar said.

"Our message should be

clear - that we are all deter-
mined to infuse new energies,
new resources and a new com-
mitment into cooperation
among the Bay of Bengal
nations," he said.

Thailand is the current chair
of BIMSTEC and it is set to
host the annual summit of the
grouping later this year.

Jaishankar said the first part
of the discussions in the retreat
will revolve around connectiv-
ity, cooperation in trade and
business, collaboration in
health and space, digital pub-
lic infrastructure, capacity
building and societal
exchanges.

"I hope in the second part of
our deliberations, we could
focus more sharply on the
possible outcomes of the forth-
coming summit," he said.

BIMSTEC foreign ministers
had last met in a similar format
in Bangkok in July last year.

The charter of the grouping
came into effect on May 20.
"Global and regional develop-
ments also make it imperative
that we find more solutions
amongst ourselves. 

PNS n LONDON

Newly elected Indian-origin
MPs to the House of Commons
have been pledging their alle-
giance to the British Crown as
a symbol of loyalty to the
country, choosing to swear on
holy texts or to affirm their
oath during the first week of a
new Parliament.

A new copy of the ‘Bhagavad
Gita’ presented to Speaker
Lindsay Hoyle by Shailesh
Vara, former Conservative
Party member of Parliament
who lost his Cambridgeshire
seat in last week’s general elec-
tion, featured early on as Rishi
Sunak was among the first
British Indian MPs to take his

oath as Leader of the
Opposition on Tuesday.

Holding the text in his right
hand, the former prime minis-
ter read out the customary text:
“I swear by Almighty God that
I will be faithful and bear true
allegiance to His Majesty King
Charles, his heirs and succes-
sors, according to law. So help
me God.”

First-time MP Kanishka
Narayan, who is the first
Indian-origin member of
Parliament to represent Wales
in the Westminster Parliament
after winning the Vale of
Glamorgan seat for Labour,
also chose the ‘Gita’ for his
oath, as did new Tory MP from
Leicester Shivani Raja.

Bob Blackman, a Tory veter-
an who represents Harrow East
in London and has chaired the
All Party Parliamentary Group
(APPG) for British Hindus,
chose to hold both the ‘Gita’
and the ‘King James Bible’ for
his oath-taking ceremony.

“This ‘Bhagavad Gita’ has
been specially blessed in a
temple in India and will be
used by Hindu MPs entering
Parliament following this
General Election and those
who will enter in the genera-
tions to come,” said Shailesh

Vara, when he recently present-
ed the holy text blessed at the
Mayapur temple headquarters
of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON).

Some of the British Sikh
MPs such as Tan Dhesi and
first-timers Gurinder Singh
Josan, Harpreet Uppal, Satvir
Kaur and Warinder Singh Juss
chose to swear their oath to the
Sikh scriptures but without
holding any text in their hands.

Preet Kaur Gill, with her
head covered with a red scarf,
chose to hold the cloth-
wrapped ‘Sundar Gutka’
prayer book during her swear-
ing-in.

Sojan Joseph, the mental

health nurse from Kerala who
has been elected Labour MP
from Ashford in Kent, chose
the ‘New Testament’ biblical
text to swear his oath.
Meanwhile, the ‘King James
Bible’ was chosen by re-elect-
ed Conservatives Priti Patel
and Claire Coutinho, as well as
Liberal Democrat Munira
Wilson.

MPs can opt for a non-reli-
gious affirmation, as did the
two new Independent MPs
with their roots in India,
Shockat Adam and Iqbal
Mahmood, along with many
others including Tory MP
Gagan Mohindra and Labour’s
Lisa Nandy and Seema
Malhotra.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress and the INDIA
bloc will raise the need for
peace in Manipur with full
force in Parliament to put
pressure on the government to
end this tragedy, Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi said on
Thursday, days after his visit to
the violence-hit state.

He also reiterated that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
should visit Manipur and
appeal for peace.

Gandhi made the remarks in
a post in Hindi on X as he
shared a video of his interac-
tions with the people of
Manipur during his day-long
visit to the restive state on
Monday.

"I have visited Manipur
three times since violence
broke out there, but unfortu-
nately there is no improvement
in the situation -- even today
the state is divided into two
parts. Houses are burning,
innocent lives are in danger
and thousands of families are
forced to live in relief camps,"
the former Congress chief said.

The prime minister should
personally visit Manipur, listen
to the problems of the people
of the state and appeal for
peace, Gandhi said.

"The Congress party and
INDIA bloc will raise the need
for peace in Manipur with full
force in Parliament to put
pressure on the government to
end this tragedy," the Congress
leader said.

During his stay in Manipur,
Gandhi had visited three relief
camps in different districts of
the BJP-ruled state and inter-
acted with people belonging to
both the warring ethnic groups
-- Meiteis and Kukis -- who
were displaced by the vio-
lence. Gandhi had also visited

Manipur weeks after ethnic
violence broke out in the
northeastern state on May 3
last year. He also began his
'Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra' from
the state in January 2024.

In the video, Gandhi is seen
interacting with people at var-
ious relief camps. The people
narrate to him their plight and
fears and urge him to fight for
them and raise their voice.

The Congress leader is seen
in the video telling the people
that his party and its MPs had
raised the problems the people
of Manipur were facing in the
Parliament session that has just
gone by and promised to raise
the issues again in the upcom-
ing session.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The chiefs of CISF and the BSF
on Thursday said 10 per cent
posts of constables will be
reserved in their respective
forces for former Agniveers in
line with a decision by the
Union Home Ministry.

The remarks by CISF
Director General Nina Singh
and her BSF counterpart Nitin
Agrawal came amid fresh spot-
light on the Agnipath recruit-
ment scheme for short-term
induction of personnel in the
Army, Navy and the Air Force.

"The Union Home Ministry
has taken an important decision
regarding the recruitment of ex-
Agniveers. Accordingly, the
CISF is also preparing the
process of the recruitment of ex-
Agniveer," Singh said.

The chief of the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
said 10 per cent jobs will be
reserved for ex-Agniveers in all

future appointments of consta-
bles.

"In physical tests also, they
will be given exemption along
with the relaxation on the age.
In the first year the age relax-
ation is for five five years and in
the subsequent year, the age
relaxation will be three years,"
she told DD News.

"Ex-Agniveer will be able to
take advantage of this and the
CISF will ensure that. This will
be beneficial for the CISF too as
the force will get trained and dis-
ciplined personnel," Singh said.

In June 2022, the government
rolled out the Agnipath recruit-
ment scheme with an aim to
bring down the age profile of the
three services.

The Agnipath scheme pro-
vides for recruiting youths
between the age bracket of 17-
and-half years and 21 for four
years with a provision to retain
25 percent of them for 15 more
years.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Terming the rising number of
suicides a "social issue", the
Supreme Court on Thursday
granted four weeks to the
Centre for filing a comprehen-
sive reply to a PIL seeking effec-
tive implementation of a pub-
lic health programme for pre-
vention and reduction of sui-
cides.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud and
justices JB Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra took note of the
submissions of lawyer and peti-
tioner Gaurav Kumar Bansal
that effective steps are needed

to deal with the rising number
of suicide cases and asked the
Centre to file a comprehensive
affidavit.

"It is a social issue, let them
(Centre and authorities) file a
counter affidavit," the CJI said.

The top court, on August 2,
2019, had issued notices to
Centre and all states and Union
territories on the PIL.

The plea has also sought a
direction to all the states and
Union territories to start a pro-
ject for providing support and
advice through call centres and
helplines to persons with suici-
dal thoughts.

Referring to data provided by

Delhi Police, the petition said
140 cases of suicides of children
below 18 years were recorded
between 2014 and 2018.

The plea said the failure of
the authorities in "drafting,
designing and implementing

public health programme for
the prevention and reduction of
suicides in India is not only
violative of section 29 and 115
of the Mental Healthcare Act,
2017 but is also in violation of
Article 21 (protection of life and
personal liberty) of the
Constitution".

Bansal has alleged in his
plea that the Delhi government
has "failed to provide a healthy
social atmosphere" here.

The plea said all the states
and Union territories have
failed to implement various
provisions of the Mental
Healthcare Act 2017 and they
should be directed to take

appropriate steps for the pre-
vention and reduction of sui-
cides in their jurisdiction.

It said that the authorities
should be asked to provide sta-
tus report on the steps taken by
them to implement public
health programme for reduc-
tion and prevention of suicides.

Referring to the World
Health Organization's (WHO)
report 'Preventive Suicide - a
Global Imperative', the peti-
tioner has said that young peo-
ple are among the most affect-
ed and suicide is now the sec-
ond leading cause of death for
those between the age of 15 and
29 globally.

SC seeks Centre's response on rising suicide cases

PNS n NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Thursday made a strong
pitch for greater democratisa-
tion of global governance
structures such as the UN
Security Council and the
World Trade Organization
(WTO).

Addressing the 10th BRICS
Parliamentary Forum in St.
Petersburg in Russia, Birla
said India was
committed to
uniting emerging
markets and
developing coun-
tries,  and
affirmed its ded-
ication to the
principles of
mutual respect,
understanding,
equality, solidari-
ty,  openness,
inclusiveness and
consensus.

He was speaking at the
first plenary session on the
theme of "The BRICS
Parliamentary dimension:
prospects for strengthening
inter-parliamentary coopera-
tion".

Birla also welcomed the
four new members -- Egypt,
Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates
-- into the BRICS
Parliamentary Forum.

"BRICS, largely represent-
ing the interests of the devel-
oping world, stands for

greater democratisation of
the global governance system,
and for reforming the inter-
national organisations such as
the UN Security Council,
WTO, at the global level," the
Lok Sabha speaker said.

Birla stressed on the impor-
tance of enhancing coopera-
tion among BRICS members
and other multilateral forums,
and cited the Indian philoso-
phy of 'Vasudhaiva Kutum

bakam' -- "the
world is one
family".

He said par-
l iamentar ians
play a crucial
role in advancing
the agenda of
growth and sus-
tainable develop-
ment, and assert-
ed that the
BRICS Parliam
entary Forum

was pivotal in this context.
Birla called for the need to

strengthen the BRICS
Parliamentary Forum and
welcomed India's stance of
collaboration among BRICS
parliaments to enhance coop-
eration and solidarity, reform
global governance, improve
multilateral organisations,
promote economic recovery
and accelerate the implemen-
tation of the 2030 agenda for
sustainable development.

He also met Tulia Ackson,
President of the International
Parliamentary Union

BRICS Parliamentary meet:
LS Speaker Birla pitches for
reforms in UNSC, WTO

PNS n BENGALURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar on
Thursday said the Congress
party would evaluate and
rectify the mistakes it com-
mitted in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in the state.

He said the exercise is
aimed at taking on the BJP-
JDS combine.

Speaking to reporters at the
KPCC office, Shivakumar,
who is also the Congress
state president, said the party
increased its tally from one
seat in the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections to nine in 2024, but
that fell short of the expecta-
tion of at least 14 to 15 seats.

“The performance will be
evaluated by the party in the
presence of the AICC fact-
finding committee. This
process is taking place across
the country. We are sharing
our reports for the four geo-
graphical regions of the state.
We will discuss and find out
the shortcomings,”
Shivakumar said.

The deputy chief minister
said though the party fielded
good candidates in the recent
Lok Sabha elections, it did not
translate into favourable
results.

“We need to understand
the subtle factors which have
influenced the results. 

Cong will
rectify mistakes
committed in
LS polls: DK

PNS n KATHMANDU

The Communist Party of
Nepal-Unified Marxist
Leninist (CPN-UML) on
Thursday said the landlocked
Himalayan nation can attain
economic prosperity only by
maintaining close friendly
relations with India, asserting
that it will not allow any
activity directed against the
southern neighbour from the
Nepalese soil.

The remarks by a senior
leader of the party led by for-
mer prime minister K P
Sharma Oli came on the eve
of a confidence vote in
Parliament which may see
him return as the politically
fragile Himalayan nation's
premier once again.

"CPN-UML doesn't believe
that Nepal can progress or the
interest of Nepalese people
could be promoted by pursu-
ing anti-India policy," Dr
Rajan Bhattarai, the Foreign
Affairs Department chief and
Standing Committee mem-
ber of the CPN-UML, told
PTI in an interview.

Nepal can't
progress without
close relations
with India

INDIA bloc will raise Manipur
issue with full force in Parl: Rahul

British Indian MPs swear oath on ‘Gita’, ‘Gutka’, ‘Bible’

PNS n RAMPUR (UP)

An MP-MLA court here on
Thursday acquitted former
MP and actor Jaya Prada in an
election code violation case
registered in 2019.

The actor was the BJP can-
didate from Rampur in the
2019 Lok Sabha polls and was
defeated by Samajwadi Party
leader Azam Khan.

The MP-MLA court Judge,
Shobhit Bansal, acquitted Jaya
Prada in the case lodged
against her at Kemri police sta-
tion in Rampur under IPC sec-
tion 171 G (false statement in
connection with an election),

senior prosecution officer
Amarnath Tiwari said.

The 62-year-old former MP,
who won the Lok Sabha elec-
tion from Rampur in 2004 and
2009 on a Samajwadi Party
ticket, was present in the court
while the judgement was pro-

nounced.
Talking to reporters after her

acquittal in the case, Jaya said,
"I want to thank the hon-
ourable court for acquitting me
in the case. I have been a two-
time MP from Rampur... I
never said anything wrong or
made any such comment."

"I want to tell the public that
I have represented Rampur
and will always stay in Rampur.
'Satyamev Jayate' (Truth alone
triumphs)," she said.

Senior prosecution officer
Tiwari told reporters that the
case against Jaya Prada was
registered after she allegedly
made remarks on Azam Khan.

Ex-Agniveers to get
quota, age relaxations:
CISF, BSF chiefs

UP court acquits Jaya Prada in 
2019 poll code violation case

‘India pitches for infusing new
energies into BIMSTEC grouping’



C
ulture and economy
are deeply intertwined,
each influencing and

shaping the other in multiple
ways. This synergy can be
observed through various
lenses, from local communi-
ty impacts to global econom-
ic trends. Cultural assets such
as traditions, arts, and her-
itage sites can drive econom-
ic growth. Cities with rich cul-
tural histories often attract
tourism, which stimulates
local businesses and generates
revenue. For example, the
cultural heritage of cities like
Paris and Rome makes them
top tourist destinations, con-
tributing significantly to their
economies.
The creative sector, including
music, film, fashion, and
design, is a major economic
driver. These industries not
only create jobs and generate
income but also foster inno-
vation and attract invest-
ments. The global success of
Hollywood and the fashion
industry in Milan and New
York are prime examples of
how culture fuels economic
activity.
Governments often imple-
ment cultural policies to boost
economic development. By
investing in cultural infra-

structure such as museums,
theatres, and festivals, they
create vibrant communities
that attract residents, busi-
nesses, and tourists. These
investments can lead to urban
regeneration and increased
property values.
A culturally diverse workforce
brings various perspectives
and skills, fostering creativi-
ty and problem-solving. This
diversity can enhance a com-
pany's ability to innovate and
adapt to changing markets,
making economies more
resilient to shocks.
Globalisation has increased
cultural exchange, leading to
the spread of ideas, goods,
and services across borders.
This cultural exchange can
open new markets for busi-
nesses and create opportuni-
ties for economic partner-
ships. For instance, the glob-

al popularity of K-pop and
Japanese anime has created
vast economic opportunities
for South Korea and Japan.
Cultural education enhances
human capital by fostering
critical thinking, creativity,
and communication skills.
These qualities are essential in
the modern economy, where
knowledge and innovation
are key drivers of success.
Investing in cultural educa-
tion can thus contribute to a
more skilled and adaptable
workforce.
Maitreya Dadashri, the force
behind the summit also
shared this vision, "The syn-
ergy between culture and
economy forms the founda-
tion of sustainable develop-
ment. We envision a future
where spiritual and econom-
ic prosperity evolve hand in
hand," he said.
Countries and cities often
use culture to brand them-
selves and build soft power.
Cultural diplomacy, through
international cultural events,
exchanges, and collabora-
tions, can enhance a nation's
global image and influence,
attracting foreign investment
and tourism. Law and Justice
Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal echoed this senti-

ment at the Maitri Cultural
Economy Summit 2024. "The
Modi government has been
dedicated to nurturing culture
to harness its economic
potential," he said. He empha-
sised that India's cultural
economy is deeply rooted in
the ancient wisdom of the
Vedas and Puranas, making it
an intrinsic part of the
nation's identity. Cultural
tourism in cities like Ayodhya,
Varanasi, and Puri, along
with major events such as the
Kumbh Mela, play a signifi-
cant role in contributing to
the GDP
In conclusion, the synergy
between culture and economy
is a powerful combo that
drives both societal and eco-
nomic progress. By recogniz-
ing and fostering this relation-
ship, policymakers, business-
es, and communities can har-
ness cultural assets to achieve
sustainable economic growth
and development. This was
aptly summed up by Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari when
he said that importance of
cultural economic governance
must be the cornerstone of
our policies.

(The writer is a social
activist and business consul-

tant; views are personal)

S
eventy-five years ago, 12 nations gathered in Washington, DC to sign the North
Atlantic Treaty, better known as NATO aiming to safeguard their collective defence
amid the rise of communism under Soviet Union. This year, 32 NATO Allies con-

vened once more in Washington, DC to make critical decisions on ensuring the protec-
tion of the member countries. In these 75 years a lot has changed. The Soviet Union
does not exist and the Warsaw Pact has been disbanded. But NATO is alive and taking
on new challenges in the emerging world order. The 2024 NATO Summit concluded after
three days of high-level discussions and strategic deliberations among the member states.
Basically, a product of cold war era, NATO has been pivotal in addressing pressing glob-
al security challenges, reaffirming commitments to collective defence, and exploring new
avenues of cooperation among the member states. One of the primary focuses of the
summit was of course reinforcing NATO's collective defence posture. In response to

escalating tensions and conflicts in various parts of
the world, NATO leaders agreed to bolster their mili-
tary capabilities and readiness. This includes increased
defence spending by member states, the deployment
of additional troops to Eastern Europe, and the enhance-
ment of cyber defence mechanisms.NATO members
reaffirmed their commitment to expanding partnerships
beyond its traditional geographical boundaries. 
The summit saw increased engagement with non-
member countries, emphasising the importance of
global security cooperation. Key partners, including
Japan, South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand, par-
ticipated in discussions on shared security concerns

and collaborative initiatives. In the new world order China and Russia have emerged a
formidable player in the world arena. The ongoing conflict in Ukraine remained a criti-
cal issue at the summit. NATO reiterated its unwavering support for Ukraine's sover-
eignty and territorial integrity. NATO has remained steadfast in its support to Ukraine
and has supported Ukraine's war efforts but just about avoiding direct confrontation with
Russia and widening the scope of war. India so far has maintained a safe distance with
NATO. It has charted its own nonaligned path steering clear of either of the two blocs
NATO and now defunct, The Warsaw Pact. India, though not a NATO member, has been
closely monitoring the developments of the summit. As a major player on the global
stage, the outcomes of the NATO summit have several implications for India's strategic
interests and foreign policy. India has been increasingly engaging with NATO members
on various fronts, including defence and security cooperation. The emphasis on collec-
tive defence and partnerships at the summit opens avenues for India to deepen its strate-
gic ties with NATO countries. Joint military exercises, intelligence sharing, and defence
technology collaborations could see a significant boost, enhancing India's defence capa-
bilities. 

Going strong @75

pose alternatives, and facilitate smooth
functioning of the House.Gandhi’s
recent actions have portrayed him as a
proactive leader, but he must be mind-
ful of his conduct. The effectiveness of
his maiden speech as LoP is debated, but
it undeniably stirred significant respons-
es from the Prime Minister and Union
ministers. The upcoming budget session
will be keenly watched to see if the
Opposition can maintain its momen-
tum.

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar

ADDRESS MOB LYNCHING IN UP
Madam — In 2023, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah announced a pro-
vision for the death penalty for mob
lynching under new criminal laws.
However, this commitment seems hol-
low in practice. In Shamli district,
Uttar Pradesh, scrap dealer Firoz
Qureshi was lynched by a mob, yet local
authorities downplayed the incident as
a mutual dispute. 
When journalists Zakir Ali Tyagi and
Wasim Akram Tyagi reported on the

lynching, they faced FIRs for allegedly
disturbing communal harmony.
The Press Club of India has rightly
called for the cancellation of these
FIRs, emphasizing that reporting pub-
licly available information is a corner-
stone of authentic journalism. The
arbitrary use of laws to intimidate
journalists violates Article 19(1)(A) of
the Constitution. Upholding journalis-
tic freedom is essential to maintaining
a democratic society.
Mob lynching must not be tolerated
because it represents a severe break-
down of the rule of law and undermines
the foundations of a civilized society. It
fosters a climate of fear and impunity,
where individuals take the law into their
own hands, leading to tragic and often
fatal outcomes. Such acts of violence
erode trust in legal institutions, perpet-
uate communal hatred, and jeopardize
the safety and rights of individuals.

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur

USE OF DIGITAL TECH IN HEALTHCARE
Madam — Apropos the article
"Transforming healthcare with digital
technologies," published on July 9, this
is my response. The Covid-19 pandem-
ic has highlighted the urgent need for
digital transformation in the healthcare
sector. According to the 2018 Digital
Trends report by Econsultancy, only 7%
of healthcare and pharmaceutical com-
panies have gone digital, compared to
15% in other industries. The pandem-
ic has underscored the importance of
digitizing medical services, which can
reduce costs and improve quality.
For instance, Austria's e-Medication sys-
tem has been running successfully for
years, allowing patients to access their
electronic medical records anytime and
anywhere. Similarly, doctors in Sweden
and Denmark send e-prescriptions to
pharmacies. The UK’s National Health
Service is working with Google to
deploy AI in healthcare. Digital trans-
formation empowers patients to man-
age their treatment independently and
ensures that medical histories are read-
ily accessible in emergencies, eliminat-
ing the need for physical files.

Ranganathan Sivakumar| Chennai

RAGA AS LEADER OF OPPOSITIION
Madam — During the last week, Rahul
Gandhi visited Hathras, Manipur, and
Rae Bareilly, expressing his opinions on
various incidents as the Leader of
Opposition. This reflects a mature
Indian democracy and raises expecta-
tions for his role in the next budget ses-
sion. A 2012 government note described
the Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha as the "Shadow Prime Minister of
India."Since becoming LoP, Gandhi
has targeted Modi inside and outside
Parliament. 
However, with great power comes great
responsibility. Gandhi must maintain
the sanctity of his position, opposing
questionable government policies with-
out obstructing proceedings. He should
ensure government accountability, pro-
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Anganwadi workers conduct inspection of stored water to curb the spread of dengue during monsoon PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

The 2024 NATO summit concluded with pledges to

support Ukraine and strengthen defence preparedness

upcoming presidential elec-
tion. Many believe that she has
the advantage. However, her
lack of popularity could be a
significant challenge, as 49% of
Americans disapprove of her
according to polling averages.
Republicans hope Harris will
become the Democratic pres-
idential nominee, believing it
will benefit Trump's cam-
paign. 
The Trump campaign has
launched an ad with the slo-
gan: "This November, vote
Republican. Stop Kamala."A
recent poll by Reuters/Ipsos
showed that Michelle Obama
could win against Trump in
November. However, Michelle
has repeatedly said she does
not aspire to be President, so
it's doubtful she will
run.Several names are being
floated to replace President
Biden. 
This includes at least six gov-
ernors: Gavin Newsom from
California, Gretchen Whitmer
from Michigan, Josh Shapiro
from Pennsylvania, J. B.
Pritzker from Illinois, and Ro
Khanna, a representative from
California. Each of these
potential ca
ndidates has their strengths
and weaknesses. For instance,
Gavin Newsom is the
favourite. Their potential to
run for office would have dif-

ferent effects on the
Democratic Party and the
upcoming election.After the
debate, polls from CNN, The
New York Times, and The
Wall Street Journal showed
that Biden is six points behind
Trump in the country. Biden
is also trailing in the most cru-
cial states he won in 2020.
Furthermore, other states he
won—Minnesota, New
Hampshire, New Mexico, and
Virginia—now seem uncer-
tain. 
In 2020, four months before
the election, Biden was 9
points ahead in the polls.
However, he eventually won
the election with 51.25% of the
popular vote, compared to
Trump's 46.8%. 
This data suggests Biden may
face a more challenging race in
2024 than 2020. When asked
whether he could run the
country for another term, he
told ABC in a recent interview.
"I believe so; I wouldn't be run-
nin' if I didn't think I did.
Look, I'm runnin' again
because I believe I under-
stand best what has to be
done to take this nation to a
completely new new level.
We're on our way."Polls reveal
that voters are more con-
cerned about whether the 81-
year-old President could man-
age another four years in the

White House than his 77-
year-old predecessor. 
Biden needs to be more com-
petent to win in
November.Biden was confi-
dent when he said, "If the Lord
Almighty came down and
said, 'Joe, get out of the race,'
I'd get out of the race," but
added, "The Lord Almighty's
not coming down." So, it is up
to God Almighty to go down
and ask him to keep out of the
race. Trump quietly observes
Biden's challenging
position.India has had a good
rapport with both Trump and
Biden. There is also bipartisan
support. Therefore, it is unlike-
ly that their South Asia and
India policies will change,
given the growing economic
influence of India. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi also
has a good rapport with both
of them.Biden is facing chal-
lenges as he moves toward
November.  Trump has raised
a lot of money and still has
support from his party despite
some court decisions going
against him. Both candidates
are trying to harm each other's
reputation. Elections are
unpredictable, especially with
four months to go. Anything
could happen.

(The writer is a popular
columnist; views expressed

are personal)

Will Democrats
nominate Joe Biden

U
.S. President Joe
Biden's under-
whelming perfor-
mance in the 2024
presidential debate

last week raised concerns due to
his apparent fatigue, forgetfulness,
and confusion. This has caused
uncertainty among supporters
despite Biden's attempts to reas-
sure them in the post-debate
period. Even last week, during a
speech in Madison, Wisconsin, he
initially said he would "beat
Donald Trump again in 2020"
before correcting himself to
"2024," which added to the uncer-
tainty.According to the Spanish
newspaper El Pais, Biden has
defended himself about three
things. First, his support stayed
pretty much the same after the
debate. Secondly, most party vot-
ers want him to continue. The last
point is that other options are not
better. President Biden has
demonstrated resilience in the
face of pressure to step down. He
confidently declared at a rally in
Madison that he would run and
win again, which cheered his sup-
porters and reassured
sceptics.President Biden's
improved performance in his
public appearances post-debate
has the potential to significantly
reshape his chances in the
upcoming election and the
prospects of the Democratic
Party. 
This shift in dynamics could
bring a sense of hope and antic-
ipation to the party. Next month,
the Democratic Party will nom-
inate President Biden as its 2024
Presidential candidate in a virtu-
al convention. This event will offi-
cially confirm Biden's candidacy
and establish the party's campaign
strategy.If Biden stays in the race,
it will be tough for any other can-
didate to win the Democratic
nomination. This is because the
party rules give Biden a big
advantage. These rules include
specific guidelines for delegate
allocation and superdelegate
influence. 
If Biden were to resign, who
would take his place? With only
four months before the 2024
election, finding the right person
takes a lot of work. This shows
how serious the situation is.
Kamala Harris, the current Vice
President and Joe Biden's running
mate is the top contender for the

Upgrade teaching standards in new technology
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The synergy between
culture and economy

D
uring the IT industry boom, many engi-

neering colleges in India emerged with-

out updated curricula, industry linkages,

or adequate student-faculty ratios. Except for

IITs, some NITs, and a few private colleges,

these institutions have failed to produce job-

ready graduates. 

A survey by Aspiring Minds revealed that 86%

of engineers are unemployable in the knowl-

edge economy.Most private engineering col-

leges now focus on AI, ML, DS, and IoT, but

90% of their teachers lack fundamental

knowledge in these fields. Teachers need con-

tinuous professional development through

refresher courses and orientation programs to

stay current. Teaching AI and Data Science

requires a different approach than program-

ming them. Addressing the gaps in teaching

standards, particularly in emerging technolo-

gies, is crucial for preparing future engineers

and maintaining the quality of education in

India. 

M Suresh Babu | Hyderabad

KALYANI  SHANKAR

PRABHA GUPTA

Culture and economy are are deeply intertwined, each influencing and

enhancing the other. This can lead to sustainable economic progress

As the Democratic Party prepares to nominate him, questions linger about
Biden's ability to lead, the party's strategy and potential challengers
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IF THE PEOPLE
WHO ARE

ELECTED ARE
CAPABLE, 

MEN OF
CHARACTER AND
INTEGRITY, THEY
WILL BE ABLE TO

MAKE THE BEST
EVEN OF A
DEFECTIVE

CONSTITUTION. 
IF THEY ARE
LACKING IN
THESE, THE

CONSTITUTION
CANNOT HELP
THE COUNTRY

T
his week marked several high-profile meetings amongst senior lead-
ers around the globe, discussing primarily various conflicts and pos-
sible outcomes. PM Narendra Modi, in his first state visit during

his third stint, visited Russia and Austria. The State visit by the India PM
was the first since the Ukraine war and underscores the primacy of Russia
in India’s state of affairs. Meanwhile, all North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) leaders assembled in Washington DC to discuss
global geopolitics. Ukraine and the Middel East featured prominently in
all the discussions, even though the flavours were significantly differ-
ent. 
The India-Russia joint statement following President Putin and PM Modis’
bilateral meetings read “The Sides highlighted the imperative of peace-
ful resolution of the conflict around Ukraine through dialogue and diplo-
macy including engagement between both parties. They noted with appre-
ciation relevant proposals of mediation and good offices aimed at peace-
ful resolution of the conflict by international law and based on the UN
Charter in its entirety and totality. “Earlier, PM Modi during one of the
televised speeches of the two leaders told his Russian counterpart “peace
is of utmost importance” and solution to Ukraine could not be found on
the battlefield. He expressed serious concern regarding the bombing of
a children’s hospital in Kyiv and said “When innocent children are mur-
dered, one sees them die, the heart pains and that pain is unbearable.”
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, with whom PM Modi has had
several telephone calls in the past, called the Russia state visit by India
“a blow to peace efforts.” 
NATO Secretary General, Mr Stoltenberg in the run-up to the NATO sum-
mit said “Allies will agree a financial pledge for Ukraine”, and that he
also expects more immediate military support to Ukraine.” Ukraine is
moving closer to NATO “. The close relationship with NATO was one of
the reasons Russia came marching into Ukraine. It was a tightrope walk
for PM Modi, in Russia, given the relatively new strategic relationships,
he has developed in his last decade of being at the helm, crucial among
them being the India-US partnership. It would be worth mentioning that

In the wake of the war in Ukraine, India has not yet verbally criticised
Russia, for its aggression and has also stayed away from multilateral
resolutions against Moscow. In the first few months, of Russia’s attack
on Ukraine, several US top leaders had criticised India’s stance regard-
ing the war, and even a threat of sanctions was discussed. 
However, with deft diplomatic efforts made by both long-term partners,
the high-decibel criticism was restricted to closed-door meetings. PM
Modi’s state visit to Russia opened some of the past heartburn regard-
ing Ukraine in Washington. US State Department spokesperson Mattew
Miller said “US has raised concerns with India regarding its relationship
with Russia”. He added “We would urge India, as we do any country
when it engages with Russia, to make clear that any resolution to the
conflict in Ukraine needs to be one that respects the UN charter, that
respects Ukraine's territorial integrity,” This comes at a time when the
US has been seen to be one of the most important allies of India in the
recent past.  
Interestingly President Putin upon re-election chose to visit Beijing in one
of his first official trips and followed it with a bilateral last week, on the
sidelines of the SCO summit in Kazakhstan. China and Russia have mutu-
ally agreed to be friends without any limitations, and are widely seen as
challengers to what they allege as the US-led democratic order. India
and China are on an extremely rough patch due to the military aggres-
sion on India’s borders. India managed to walk the tight rope for now,
but at some point of time it will have to balance it out with more action-
able statements on world conflicts.

(The writer is a policy analyst; views are personal)
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I
n a significant diplomatic
move, both India and the
United States have extend-

ed their support to the Dalai
Lama and the Tibetan cause,
provoking a strong reaction
from China. The adoption of
the Resolve Tibet Act by the
US Congress and a recent
high-profile meeting between
a bipartisan American
Congressional delegation and
the Dalai Lama in
Dharamshala have amplified
the tensions between the US,
India, and China. This article
explores the strategic and ide-
ological implications of these
developments.
A Diplomatic Convergence:
The backdrop of this develop-
ment is the increasingly
strained relationship between
the United States and China.  

The US Congress's passage of
the Resolve Tibet Act, which
promises comprehensive sup-
port for the Tibetan cause,
marks a clear stance against
China's policies in Tibet. The
meeting between the
American delegation and the
Dalai Lama further under-
scores this commitment.
In a related move, Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met with the US delega-
tion, who congratulated him
on his historic third-term

election victory and praised
the fairness and transparency
of the recent Indian general
elections. Modi's subsequent
Twitter post highlighted the
strong bipartisan support for
advancing the India-US strate-
gic partnership. Notably, the
post did not mention the
Dalai Lama, though it was
clear the topic was a significant
aspect of the discussions.
India's hosting of the Tibetan
government-in-exile in
Dharamshala places it in a
unique position concerning
the Tibetan cause. The Indian
government has historically
balanced its support for Tibet
with its broader strategic and
economic relations with
China. The timing of the
meetings suggests a coordinat-
ed diplomatic effort to high-
light shared values and mutu-

al interests in countering
China's assertive policies.
Strategic Ramifications: The
convergence of American and
Indian interests reflects the
evolving geopolitical land-
scape in Asia. Both nations
share concerns about China's
growing influence and
assertive behavior, particu-
larly in the Indo-Pacific
region. By reinforcing their
strategic partnership, the
United States and India signal
their commitment to a rules-
based international order,
countering China's ambitions.
In response, China is likely to
intensify its efforts to strength-
en alliances and expand its
influence in the region. This
could involve deepening ties
with Pakistan, increasing
engagement with other South
Asian nations, and accelerat-

ing Belt and Road Initiative
projects to secure strategic
footholds. Additionally, China
might enhance its military
posture along disputed bor-
ders with India, particularly in
Ladakh and Arunachal
Pradesh, to assert territorial
claims.
Beyond immediate strategic
calculations, these meetings
highlight the broader ideolog-
ical contest between democra-
tic values and authoritarian
governance. The Dalai Lama,
a symbol of non-violent resis-
tance and spiritual leader-
ship, embodies values res-
onating with global advocates
of democracy and human
rights. Engaging with him
reinforces the US and India's
commitment to these princi-
ples.
China, facing scrutiny over its

human rights record in Tibet,
Xinjiang, and Hong Kong, is
placed in a defensive position.
In the global influence battle,
soft power and moral author-
ity are becoming increasingly
important. 
The Dharamshala and Delhi
meetings enhance the soft
power of the United States and
India, positioning them as
champions of human rights
and democratic values.
The Path Forward: As the
geopolitical chessboard in
Asia becomes more complex,
the interplay between diplo-
macy and deterrence will be
crucial. The United States and
India, through coordinated
diplomatic actions, are setting
the stage for a more assertive
and collaborative approach
to countering China's influ-
ence. This involves not only

strengthening bilateral ties
but also fostering broader
coalitions with like-minded
countries in the Indo-Pacific
region.
The high-level US delegation,
led by Republican Rep.
Michael McCaul and includ-
ing prominent figures like
Democratic former House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, dis-
cussed the relevance and sig-
nificance of the Resolve Tibet
Act. President Joe Biden, a
strong advocate for Tibetan
rights, is expected to approve
the Act.
China's reaction has been pre-
dictably strong, warning the
United States against sending
the "wrong signal." The
Chinese embassy in India
emphasized China's stance
on Tibet as an internal matter,
condemning any perceived

interference in its domestic
affairs.
Conclusion
India and America's identical
and unequivocal stance on
Tibet has rattled China, high-
lighting the evolving geopolit-
ical dynamics in Asia. The his-
torical breach of trust by
China in 1962, replicated in
2020 during the Ladakh con-
frontation, underscores the
challenges in Sino-Indian rela-
tions. Prime Minister Modi's
efforts to normalize ties with
Beijing have not yielded
desired results, reflecting the
ongoing tension.
Adopting a more nuanced
approach to diplomacy may
help mitigate tensions while
advancing China's strategic
goals.

(Writer is a political analyst;
views are personal)

India and US support for the Dalai Lama and Tibetans upsets China

PM Modi’s visit to Russia underscores the

importance of Russia in India's foreign policy

KUMARDEEP BANERJEE

The elected representatives must adhere to constitutional principles and
the high standards set by the framers of the Constitution

J S RAJPUT

A call for civility and
integrity in democracy

ated conditions to enable them to
get elected, enjoy all the perks and
privileges that have been acquir-
ing bulging proportions? A vet-
eran of the freedom struggle
once told me he finds it repulsive
when people go to Raj Ghat
before beginning their so-called
fasts, political dramas and what-
ever you may call it. I share his
anguish. Many others would also
be doing so. Those who indulge
in such frivolities could remem-
ber what Dr Ambedkar had men-
tioned in his concluding speech
in the Constituent Assembly on
November 25, 1949: “If we wish
to maintain democracy not mere-
ly in form, but also a fact, what
must we do? The first thing in my
judgment we must do is hold fast
to constitutional methods of
achieving our social and econom-
ic objectives. It means we must
abandon the bloody methods of
revolution. It means that we
must abandon the method of civil
disobedience, non-cooperation
and satyagraha.” He goes on to
point out that even with the
Constitution in place, the nation,
its people in general and those
occupying constitutional posi-
tions in particular must never for-
get: “…however good a constitu-
tion may be, it is sure to turn out
bad because those who are called
to work it, happen to be a bad lot.
However bad a constitution may
be, it may turn out to be good if
those who are called to work it,
happen to be a good lot.… The
Constitution can provide only the
organs of the State such as the
Legislature, the Executive and the
Judiciary. 
The factors on which the work-
ing of those organs of the State
depends are the people and the
political parties they will set up
as their instruments to carry out
their wishes and their politics.”
Not only Dr. Ambedkar, but
other stalwarts were also equal-
ly concerned oabouthow things
may take shape in future.

Speaking on November 26 of
1949, the final remarks of the
President of the Constituent
Assembly could be the guiding
light for every member of parlia-
ment, irrespective of his party
aff i l iat ions:  “Whatever the
Constitution may or may not pro-
vide, the welfare of the country
will depend on how the country
is administered. That will depend
upon the men who administer it.
It is a trite saying that a country
can have only the Government it
deserves. 
If the people who are elected are
capable, and men of character
and integrity, they will be able to
make the best even of a defective
Constitution. If they are lacking
in these, the Constitution cannot
help the country. After all, a
constitution like a machine is a
lifeless thing. It acquires life
because of the men who control
it and operate it, and India needs
today nothing more than a set of
honest men who will have the
interest of the country before
them”.
There can be no better articula-
tion of the anxiety and anguish
that every concerned Indian cit-
izen experiences at this juncture
of history. India needs awakeners
not only in every section of
Indian society.” The newly elect-
ed MPs could rally move towards
an illustrious political career if
they just internalize the thoughts,
ideas and ideals of three of the
illustrious Indians: Gandhi,
Rajendra Prasad and Ambedkar;
the ARG” This could become
their tribute and salutations to the
three of them, and that would
equip them to plunge into the ser-
vice of the people and India.
Scholars and institutions must
launch serious analysis of certain
aspects of how the democratic
process has fared in its actual
practice, in sustaining its credi-
bility amongst the voters.
They could also find out with aca-
demic fidelity – and inform the

people what has eroded
Gandhian values that were sup-
posed to become the corner-
stone of the Indian Democracy
after the Constitution of India
was prepared with un-heard of
dexterity and socio-economic
and cultural comprehension by its
framers, all of whom were distin-
guished freedom fighters, known
for their sacrifice, non-accumu-
lation, and commitment to a
cause. 
Not only in India, the greatness
of the contributions of Baba
Saheb Bhim Rao Ambedkar is
acknowledged globally. It is
indeed intriguing for numerous
people how those who swore by
his name all the time to give a
zing to their political ambitions,
blatantly ignore some of his basic
premises which were an out-
come not only of his intellectual
prowess but also a precise and
incisive comprehension of life he
had led!
Take the example of reservations
for the SC/SC communities. It is
the responsibility of the members
of the Parliament and State
assemblies to fact-check the
extent to which reservations have
helped the target groups. How
long shall the unscrupulous
among the politicians shall be
allowed to play the games of caste,
creed, religion, region and even
language? If all this is permit-
ted to continue, it would be
impossible to create an India
that projects social cohesion and
religious amity. 
Revert back to the sixties of the
last century, Gandhi had gone but
had not vanished from the psy-
che of the people, young persons
were convinced that the caste sys-
tem would be eliminated during
the next two to three decades.
Yes, that was the spirit of the
Constitution of India, that was
the India of Baba Saheb’s Dreams! 

(Professor Rajput works in edu-
cation, social cohesion and reli-

gious amity; views are personal) 

The Constitution and its makers Deserve
RespectJ.S. RajputIn a functional democ-
racy, election times could indeed become
a celebration time, not only the compet-
ing candidates and their partiers, but also
for the for entire country, which may
involve votes, and future voters.
Imagine a situation in which every can-
didate remains respectful to all others,
and is ever conscious of his words and
their usage in every interaction, inter-
view and interpretation of the views of
his competitors. Everyone who enters
the election fray is duty-bound to
remember that there is a generation of
younger people watching closely how
they conduct themselves in competitive
conditions, and the extent to which they
are conscious of their conduct and
behaviour, both in public and private.
Though it is a major responsibility of the
family and school to shape the growing
up of the children, the significance of the
role of society and particularly those
keen to lead the society could never be
ignored.
It is not only the ‘Acharya’ whose con-
duct is under watch and is emulated,
children in their sensitive years learn
from numerous sources, and no one is
out of their ambit of keen observation.
Having seen, observed and participated
in the elections that were just over, one
may find all these ‘expectations’ just
‘utopian, to be aspired for, but with full
understanding that these would never be
fulfilled! After the election results, the
parliament meets, and there is only a
superficial bonhomie of a few minutes,
followed by the same old routine of dis-
trust, and a sense of shyness, the creation
of hurdles and ensuring that the nation
must once again get ready to suffer con-
tinuous shouting in both the Houses of
parliament and regular walk-outs!
Is it amazing – and sadly enough, amus-
ing – that the elected representatives of
the great Indian democracy just cannot
sit together and find out ways and
means to sit together, express themselves,
and arrive at inferences that are for the
good of their voters? How could they
ignore that they are the legatee of
Gandhi, Ambedkar, Rajendra Prasad,
Rajagolachari, and that illustrious lot that
prepared the Constitution, and had cre-

K S TOMAR

India and America's identical and unequivocal stance on Tibet has rattled China, highlighting the evolving geopolitical dynamics in Asia
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G
old price rose Rs 50 to Rs 75,100 per 10 grams in the national capital on Thursday
driven by jewellers' buying and a firm trend in the international markets, according to
All India Sarafa Association. The precious metal had settled at Rs 75,050 per 10

grams on Wednesday. Silver prices also climbed by Rs 100 to Rs 94,500 per kg. It had
closed at Rs 94,400 per kg in the previous session. In sarafa markets, the yellow metal
was trading at Rs 75,100 per 10 grams, up by Rs 50 against the previous close, the
association said. Traders said gold rallied due to fresh demand from local jewellers and a
firm trend in overseas markets. In the
global markets, spot gold was trading
higher at US$ 2,389.20 per ounce, up by
US$ 9.50 per ounce. Gold prices firmed
for a third consecutive session with
investors awaiting US inflation data due
later in the day for more insights on the
Federal Reserve's interest rate path, Manav
Modi, Senior Analyst, Commodity
Research at Motilal Oswal Financial
Services Ltd (MOFSL), said.

T
he Enforcement Directorate on Thursday said it has arrested the director of an
insolvent automotive equipment manufacturing company as part of a money
laundering probe linked to an alleged Rs 25,000-crore bank loan fraud case. Arvind

Dham, the promoter and one of the directors of the Amtek Group, was taken into custody
on Tuesday (July 9), it said in a statement. A special Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court in Delhi sent him to seven days
Enforcement Directorate (ED) custody after he was
produced before it on Wednesday. The money
laundering case against the company and its
directors stems from a CBI FIR that was registered
on written complaints from the IDBI Bank and the
Bank of Maharashtra, the ED said. It was alleged that
loans were diverted through cheating, fraud and
criminal breach of trust, causing a wrongful loss of
worth Rs 673.35 crore to the banks, the agency said.
The Supreme Court in February, while deciding a
public interest petition against the Amtek Auto group
of companies, directed the ED to investigate the case. 

T
he Enforcement Directorate on Thursday said it has arrested the director of an
insolvent automotive equipment manufacturing company as part of a money
laundering probe linked to an alleged Rs 25,000-crore bank loan fraud case. Arvind

Dham, the promoter and one of the directors of the Amtek Group, was taken into custody
on Tuesday (July 9), it said in a statement. A special Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) court in Delhi sent him to seven days Enforcement Directorate (ED) custody after
he was produced before it on
Wednesday. The money laundering
case against the company and its
directors stems from a CBI FIR that
was registered on written complaints
from the IDBI Bank and the Bank of
Maharashtra, the ED said. It was
alleged that loans were diverted
through cheating, fraud and criminal
breach of trust, causing a wrongful loss
of worth Rs 673.35 crore to the banks,
the agency said.

Gold price rises on jewellers'
buying, positive overseas trend

ED arrests company promoter in 
Rs 25,000 cr bank loan fraud

Rupee falls 5 paise to close at
83.56 against US dollar

Insurers expect more tax benefits for health insurance 
PNS n NEW DELHI

More tax benefits for health
insurance under the new tax
regime, relaxation in payment
norms for MSMEs and incen-
tives for the agri-tech sector are
among the expectations of
stakeholders from the first
budget of the Modi 3.0 govern-
ment.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman is scheduled to
present the full Budget for fis-
cal 2024-25 on July 23, which
will be the first major policy
document of the new govern-
ment.

Anup Rau, Managing
Director and Chief Executive

Officer of Future Generali
India Insurance Company, said
the deduction limit on health
insurance premiums under
Section 80D of the Income Tax
Act has remained unchanged
for the past nine years despite
the fact that there has been a
significant rise in healthcare

costs across the country.
"It would be best if the limit

for medical insurance is linked
to inflation and gets revised
automatically every year or
once in a couple of years. Also,
the benefits need to be extend-
ed to the New Tax regime since
increasing health insurance

penetration is critical. So, we
hope the upcoming Budget to
announce some hike in the
deduction limit on health
insurance premiums," Rau said.

Tapan Singhel, MD & CEO
of Bajaj Allianz General
Insurance, said reforms like
offering health insurance to
employees at negotiated rates,
reducing GST on health insur-
ance premiums, and offering
tax benefits like increased
Section 80D exemption limits
would make health insurance
more affordable and accessible,
especially for the 'missing mid-
dle' segment of our population.

"Additionally, for senior cit-
izens, removing the limit on

deductions for health insurance
premiums would significantly
ease their financial burden,"
Singhel said. The finance min-
ister is likely to lay out the gov-
ernment's economic agenda
in the budget.

On expectations from the
Sitharaman's budget, D S Negi,
CEO of Rajiv Gandhi Cancer
Institute & Research Centre
(RGCIRC), said the focus on
reforming cancer care in India
is crucial and it is important to
prioritise funding for advanced
treatments like immunothera-
py and personalised medicine,
ensuring more patients can
access these cutting-edge ther-
apies.

PNS n MUMBAI

Benchmark Sensex and Nifty
closed marginally down in a
rangebound session on
Thursday as investors booked
profits in heavyweights ahead
of the announcement of key
financial results for the June
quarter. Retreating from early
highs, the 30-share BSE Sensex
closed lower by 27.43 points or
0.03 per cent at 79,897.34. As
many as 15 Sensex shares
closed with gains while the rest
declined.

The index climbed 245.32
points to hit a high of 80,170.09
in early trade but later lost

momentum due to selling in
index heavyweights. The
barometer hit a day's low of
79,464.38, down by 460.39
points from the last close.

The NSE Nifty edged down

8.50 points or 0.03 per cent to
settle at 24,315.95. The broad-
er index gyrated between a
high of 24,402.65 and a low of
24,193.75 in day trade.

"The main indices are trad-

ing in a narrow range, strug-
gling to justify its premium val-
uation ahead of the Q1 earn-
ings season, which is forecast
to be subdued," Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services said.

Among Sensex shares, Bajaj
Finance fell the most by 1.48
per cent. Mahindra &
Mahindra (1.24 per cent),
NTPC (1.14 per cent) and
Nestle (1.05 per cent) were also
among the major losers. HDFC
Bank, ICICI Bank, Sun
Pharma, Power Grid,
UltraTech Cement, Bharti
Airtel, RIL and Larsen &
Toubro also declined.

PNS n MUMBAI

The new government's eco-
nomic vision and manage-
ment of the "political theme"
will be among the key aspects
to watch in the upcoming
Union budget, a Japanese
brokerage said on Thursday.

The brokerage said the
second half of the year will
see "muted returns" on the
equities front, and reiterated
its year-end target of 24,860
points on Nifty, which is
only about 3 per cent higher
than the current levels.

The fiscal glide path
beyond FY26, when the gov-
ernment has committed to
reduce the fiscal deficit to 4.6
per cent, will also be a key
theme to look at, Nomura's
India Economist Aurodeep
Nandi told reporters.

Reminding of the 100-day
programmes of the new gov-
ernment prepared by various
ministries ahead of the elec-
tions, Nandi said getting
some idea of the economic
vision of the new government
will be a key area to watch.

After the election setback,
the "political theme" of the
budget by the new govern-
ment dependent on coalition
partners will also be keenly
watched, he said.

Specifically, how the new
government manages the
demands from Bihar and
Andhra Pradesh - the home
base of allies Janata Dal and
TDP, respectively - will be
watched, Nandi said.

Economic vision of
new govt, political
theme key aspects
to watch in budget

ISF members
add 2.20 lakh
flexi jobs
PNS n NEW DELHI

Industry body Indian Staffing
Federation (ISF) on Thursday
said it added 2.20 lakh new
flexi jobs to reach 16.6 lakh
in 2023-24.

The data was shared as part
of its 'Annual Employment
Trends 2024' report launched
by V Anantha Nageswaran,
Chief Economic Advisor to
Government of India, and
Ramesh Krishnamurthi,
Additional Secretary, Union
Ministry of Labor and
Employment, ISF said in a
statement.

"Flexi staffing industry wit-
nesses 15.3 per cent year on
year growth in new jobs dur-
ing FY24. ISF members added
2.20 lakh new flexi jobs in
FY24. ISF collectively added
2.20 lakh new flexi jobs dur-
ing this period reaching 16.6
lakhs," the statement said.

ISF President Lohit Bhatia
said the staffing industry
added 30,000 new flexi
employment opportunities
in the last quarter of FY24.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das on Thursday
said the question of change of
stance on interest rate is quite
premature given the gap
between current inflation and
4 per cent target.

"Given the gap between cur-
rent inflation and 4 per cent
target, question of change of
stance is quite
premature...when we move
towards 4 per cent CPI (retail
inflation) on a sustained basis
is when we will get the confi-
dence to think about a change
in stance," Das said in an
interview to CNBC-TV 18.

He said the inflation journey
is progressing as per expecta-
tions, but added that it is the
last mile of the journey towards
4 per cent, which will be the
most difficult or sticky.

Consumer Price Index
(CPI)-based retail inflation
has been projected at 4.5 per
cent with quarter-wise projec-

tions at 4.9 per cent in Q1
(April-June), 3.8 per cent in
Q2, 4.6 per cent in Q3, and 4.5
per cent in Q4, RBI had said in
its June bi-monthly report.

The Reserve Bank, which
has been mandated to ensure
inflation remains at 4 per cent

(with margin of 2 per cent on
either side), mainly factors in
CPI while arriving at its mon-
etary policy.

He had said headline inflation
softened further during March-
April, though persisting food
inflation pressures offset the

gains of disinflation in core and
deflation in the fuel groups.
Despite some moderation, puls-
es and vegetables inflation
remained firmly in double digits.

Vegetable prices are experi-
encing a summer uptick fol-
lowing a shallow winter season
correction. The deflationary
trend in fuel was driven pri-
marily by the LPG price cuts in
early March. Core inflation
softened for the 11th consec-
utive month since June 2023.
Services inflation moderated to
a historic low and goods infla-
tion remained contained.

Concerning GDP, Das said
many growth drivers are play-
ing out their role and the growth
momentum was very strong in
the fourth quarter of last finan-
cial year which continues to be
strong in the first quarter.

The June policy also revised
the GDP growth projection for
the current fiscal upwards to 7.2
per cent from 7 per cent on ris-
ing private consumption and
revival of demand in rural areas.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Debt-ridden Vodafone Idea
has reached out to the
Department of Telecom to
seek waiver on a financial
bank guarantee worth Rs
24,747 crore for spectrum
payment due in September
2025, according to sources.

Vodafone Idea (VIL) needs
to securitize the annual instal-
ment one year before the due
date of the payment.

"Vodafone Idea has reached
out to DoT seeking waiver for
financial bank guarantee
(FBG) worth Rs 24,747 crore
which it has to pay in
September 2025. The FBG

needs to be deposited one
year before the due date as per
spectrum auction rules," a
source, who did not wish to be
identified, said.

An email query sent to
Vodafone Idea elicited no
response.

The payments are for frequen-

cies that VIL purchased in auc-
tions that were conducted before
2022. VIL in 2022 opted for a
four-year moratorium to pay for
the spectrum allowed under a

government relief package.
The moratorium period for
the spectrum payment oblig-
ations related to spectrum
auctions conducted until 2016
ends between October 2025
and September 2026.

The company also opted
for a moratorium on AGR
payments. The moratorium
ends in March 2026.
VIL is required to provide

bank guarantees at least 13
months prior to the expiry of the
relevant moratorium period.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Import of vegetable oils, com-
prising edible and non-edible
oils, rose 18 per cent in June
to 15.5 lakh tonnes on higher
imports of crude palm oil
and crude sunflower oil,
according to trade data.

Solvent Extractors’
Association of India (SEA)
data showed that import of
vegetable oils during June
2024 stood at 15,50,659 tonnes
compared to 13,14,476 tonnes
in the year-ago period. Edible

oils import increased in June
to 15,27,481 tonnes from
13,11,576 tonnes in the same
month last year. However, the
imports of non-edible oils
jumped to 23,178 tonnes from
2,300 tonnes during the peri-
od under review.

During the first eight
months of 2023-24 oil year
ending October, the imports of
vegetable oils fell 2 per cent to
1,02,29,106 tonnes compared
to 1,04,83,120 tonnes in the
corresponding period of the
previous year.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Oil Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri on Thursday called for
stepping up the oil and gas
hunt to cut India's reliance on
imports and making available
fuel at an affordable and sus-
tainable way.

Speaking at the Urja Varta
conference, he said the explo-
ration and production (E&P)
sector is integral in the journey
towards energy self-sufficien-
cy, which is critical for sus-
tained economic growth.

"E&P offers investment
opportunities worth US$ 100
billion by 2030," he said.

Stating that India's explo-
ration and production poten-
tial still lies untapped, he said,
"I find it strange that India is so
heavily reliant on oil imports
despite the abundant geologi-
cal resources available to us."

The Indian sedimentary
basins hold about 651.8 million
tonnes of crude oil and 1138.6
billion cubic meters of natural
gas, he said. Puri said only 10 per
cent of our sedimentary basin

area is under exploration, which
will rise to 16 per cent by 2024-
end after the current bid ends.

"The focus of our explorato-
ry endeavours must pivot
towards discovering 'Yet to
Find' resources," he said. India
imports over 85 per cent of its
crude oil needs. Crude oil is
converted into fuels like petrol
and diesel in refineries.

"The government is doing its
part to catalyse investments in
E&P. The Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas
(MoPNG) has instituted
sweeping reforms, empowering
stakeholders to contribute to

our nation's progress," he said,
adding "We intend to increase
India's exploration acreage to 1
million sq. km. by 2030."

The minister said since its
inception in 2015, the
Discovered Small Field (DSF)
Policy has garnered invest-
ments of approximately US$ 2
billion and brought in 29 new
players in the field.

"The opening up of the erst-
while no-go areas has paved
the way for exploration activ-
ities in previously restricted
zones, fostering investments,
notably in regions such as the
Andamans," he said.

Vodafone Idea seeks waiver of 
Rs 24,700 cr bank guarantee from DoT

India's veg oil imports
up 18% in June to 
15.5 lakh tonnes

PNS n MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India on
Wednesday permitted banks to
use ratings by Brickwork
Ratings India Private Limited
for loans of up to Rs 250 crore.

The RBI, in October 2022,
asked banks and other regulat-
ed entities not to obtain any
fresh ratings from Brickwork
Ratings India.

The Certificate of
Registration granted to
Brickwork Ratings India as a
Credit Rating Agency (CRA)
was cancelled by market regu-
lator Sebi in October 2022.

After a review of the
October 2022 circular, the
RBI on Wednesday permitted
banks to use the ratings of the

CRA for risk weighting their
claims for capital adequacy
purposes, subject to certain
conditions.

"In respect of fresh rating
mandates, the rating may be
obtained from the CRA for
bank loans not exceeding Rs
250 crore. In respect of exist-
ing ratings, the CRA may

undertake rating surveillance
irrespective of the rated
amount till the residual tenure
of such loans," it said.

The Reserve Bank has also
issued another circular, tweak-
ing norms related to remittances
to International Financial
Services Centres (IFSCs) under
the Liberalised Remittance

Scheme (LRS). On a review, RBI
said it has been decided that
"authorised persons" may facil-
itate remittances for all permis-
sible purposes under LRS to
IFSCs for availing financial ser-
vices or financial products as
per the International Financial
Services Centres Authority Act,
2019, within IFSCs.

At present, remittances under
LRS to IFSCs can be made only
for making investments in
IFSCs in securities except those
issued by entities/ companies
resident in India (outside IFSC),
and payment of fees for educa-
tion to foreign universities or
foreign institutions in IFSCs for
pursuing courses

PNS n MUMBAI

Travel distribution platform
ixigo and AU Small Finance
Bank on Thursday announced
the launch of RuPay variant of
their premium co-branded
travel credit card, offering the
customers UPI-based pay-
ments and rewards.

The RuPay variant offers a
range of features such as the
facility to link RuPay credit
card on UPI using any UPI
payment app, a comprehensive
insurance cover of up to Rs 2
lakh, including personal acci-

dent insurance and permanent
disability cover, and reward
points on UPI transactions,
ixigo said.

"With seamless UPI integra-

tion and comprehensive insur-
ance coverage, this card is
designed to meet the evolving
needs of modern travellers,
especially those from tier 2,3 &
4 cities," ixigo quoted Aloke
Bajpai, Group CEO & Rajnish
Kumar, Group Co-CEO as
saying.

In addition, the cardholders
will get 1,000 reward points, Rs
1,000 ixigo money reward on
completing their first transac-
tion within 30 days, and a fuel
surcharge waiver of 1 per cent
and 10 per cent reward points
on train transactions.

ixigo, AU Small Finance Bank launch
co-branded RuPay travel credit card

RBI permit banks to use ratings of Brickwork Ratings India

‘Question of change in stance on
interest rate quite premature now’

India's oil, gas exploration offers
US$ 100 bn opportunity:  Puri

Sensex, Nifty close marginally down amid
profit-taking ahead of key financial results

"In respect of fresh rating mandates, the rating

may be obtained from the CRA for bank loans

not exceeding Rs 250 crore. In respect of existing

ratings, the CRA may undertake rating

surveillance irrespective of the rated amount till

the residual tenure of such loans," it said
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Sir Anthony Hopkins opens up
about his character ‘Vespasian’ in

Those About to Die

I
magine a time of
emperors and gladia-
tors, where the roar of

the crowd fills a colossal
amphitheater.  This is the
world of ancient Rome, a
society both awe-inspiring
and brutal. At its heart
stands the Colosseum, a
grand symbol of both
entertainment and power.
But was it truly for the peo-
ple? or a mere tool to dis-
tract them from a harsher
reality? Sir Anthony
Hopkins delves into this
very question in his grip-
ping new series, Those
About to Die, all set to pre-
miere on Prime Video in
India, UK and other
European countries.

Those About to Die is

based on the eponymous
1958 book by Daniel P
Mannix, which previously
served as the original inspi-
ration for Gladiator screen-
writer David Franzoni. The
series explores the ways in
which Vespasian, a former
army general, sought to
restore order in Rome after
the city was nearly reduced
to ashes during the
deranged and decadent rule
of Nero, the final emperor
of the Julio-Claudian
dynasty. 

“Bread and circuses, hey?
Look this way!” says
Hopkins. He adds, “It was
the same as in today’s polit-
ical climate, where you
have nothing but distrac-
tions. The movie industry,

the red carpet ... entertain-
ment, entertainment, enter-
tainment. You can get too
many films now. Fluff! And
you are hooked. It takes you
away from the pain of liv-
ing in political chaos.”

Hopkins also expresses
admiration for his charac-
ter, Vespasian, in the series.
He jokes that, during his
own school days, he wasn’t
much of a classicist: “I tried
to read Gibbon’s Decline
and Fall [of the Roman
Empire]. Impossible! So I
had to get ‘Gibbon for sim-
pletons’”—but he he evi-
dently now has a solid grip
on his character.

“Vespasian was, I think,
a strong soldier, a man of
justice determined to make  

Rome a decent place after
Nero had left it in a mess of back-
stabbing and all of that. Awful.
The place was in its death throes.
So he came along and said, Right,
let’s put it back on track. He was
a pragmatist. He knuckled down
to fiscal reforms and acts of con-
solidation. He had two sons and
told them to behave and to get on
with it. But their dynamic was
always going to unleash the scor-
pions of jealousy,” shares
Hopkins.

Sir Anthony Hopkins’ portray-

al of the complex emperor
Vespasian promises a nuanced
exploration of this fascinating
period. From the political machi-
nations to the bloody spectacles
in the arena, Those About to Die
promises to be a must-watch for
history buffs and fans of epic dra-
mas alike. Directed by Roland
Emmerich, the Roman drama
stars Anthony Hopkins, Iwan
Rheon, Rupert Penry-Jones, and
Sara Martins, who will bring
this bygone era to life on Prime
Video in India, starting July 19.

R
apper-producer Rich the
Kid has said that Kanye
West is retiring from music,

though it's unclear what exactly
that entails or if the decision is
final. According to a since-
deleted screenshot of a text
exchange posted by
Rich the Kid from
West: “I am
retiring from
professional
music.” The
reason behind
the decision, the
musician hinted,
is that he's “not
sure what
else to
do”

as far as music goes, as per
reports. However, Rich the Kid
replied: “Retire? Why? How?
The people need you the music
you and Ty and we have made
was the biggest champ in
culture to this date in 2024.”
Shortly after he posted the

screenshotted-texts, Rich the
Kid announced on X that
he's dropping new music
with West featured on his
forthcoming album, Life's
a Gamble. “WE
DROPPING FRIDAY 7/19,”
he wrote, confirming the

project's release
date.

According to the album's
tracklist, there's an upcoming
collaboration with West titled
Plain Jane, as well as the
already-released single Gimme a
Second 2 featuring Ty Dolla $ign
and Peso Pluma.
There's also the track Carnival
with Playboi Carti and Ty Dolla
$ign, 42, that was featured on
the latter's collaborative Vultures
1 album with West, which
dropped in February. It peaked at
No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100
the following month.
West's retirement
announcement comes weeks
after he and Ty Dolla $ign were
slated to release their sequel
project, Vultures 2. According to
an Instagram post shared by Ty
Dolla $ign, the duo are next set
to bring their Vultures listening
experience to Korea on Friday,

August 23.

Kanye West retiring from
professional music!

Kanye West retiring from
professional music!
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MMCC SSttaann ttoo ccoollllaabboorraattee
wwiitthh KKaarraann AAuujjllaa ffoorr aallbbuumm

MMeehhffeeeell

B
igg Boss 16 winner and
rapper MC Stan has teamed
up with Punjabi singer

Karan Aujla, who is currently
riding high on the success of his
latest song Tauba Tauba from
the film Bad Newz.
The new album is titled Mehfeel
and has a blend of hip-hop with
Punjabi beats. MC Stan has
delivered hits like Basti Ka Hasti
and Tadipaar.
Mehfeel is expected to be a

musical journey, reflecting both
artists' experiences and
backgrounds.
Talking about Aujla, who has
given hits such as Gangsta and
Mexico to name a few, hails
from Ludhiana. He started as a
songwriter for Jassi Gill's
Range, from his album Replay.
He then went to Canada, where
he wrote lyrics for various other
artists including Deep Jandu and
Elly Mangat.

It was in 2016, when
he dropped his maiden
song Property of
Punjab.
He gained major
stardom with songs
such as Yaarian Ch
Fikk, Unity, Alcohol 2,
and Lafaafe. It was in
2018 when he
amassed mainstream
popularity with Don't
Worry, his first song to
enter UK Asian chart.
Jhanjar, Red Eyes and
Kya Baat Aa entered
top 10 in the chart,
while So Far entered
top five in 2020.

T
he White Lotus star Alexandra Daddario is expecting her first child with
husband and film producer Andrew Form. Alexandra Daddario, who
featured as the cover girl for Vogue magazine, shared her baby bump

picture from the shoot and she
wrote in the caption in an
Instagram post,
“Excited for my
child to go to
preschool with
Margot
Robbie and
Hailey
Bieber's
kids.” In the
comments
section, Emily
In Paris star
Lilly Collins
wrote, “Eeeeeeek
so happy for you
both.” Margot Robbie and
her husband, Tom Ackerley, are
expecting their first child. Hailey and Justin Bieber also
announced their pregnancy this year. In an interview with Vogue,
the actress said, “I feel like now that I'm pregnant and it's all
successful and everything's healthy, I shouldn't complain.”
Alexandra revealed that she managed to keep her pregnancy under
wraps for almost six months. She added that she shot for the Mayfair
Witches while she was pregnant. “I was on set and I was throwing up
and having make-out scenes with my coworkers right after, By week five, I
was like, There's no way I'm going to be able to hide this,” said Alexandra.
She added, “I was like, If I tell my job that I'm pregnant, I'm going to get a lot of
time off to go throw up in peace. Alexandra Daddario is best known for starring in
the Percy Jackson film series, Halloween Pass Texas Chainsaw 3D, San Andreas,
Baywatch and We Summon the Darkness. She has also starred in the web-series Mayfair
Witches and The White Lotus, for which she got an Emmy nomination in the Outstanding
Supporting Actress in a Limited or Anthology Series or Movie category.

Radhikka
trained for three

months learning Marathi
for Sarfira

R
enowned actress Radhikka Madan has captivated the audiences once again with her stunning
transformation into a traditional Marathi girl for her role as ‘Rani' in the highly anticipated film
Sarfira. With her ethereal beauty and authentic portrayal, Radhikka promises to bring depth

and authenticity to this culturally rich character. “Being a Delhi girl, it was quite a challenge for me to
embody a Marathi woman authentically—getting the dialect, tone and body language just right.”

Radhikka explained. “I dedicated three months to learning Marathi and refining my body language,
which was further enhanced by the costumes and accessories I wore. And working alongside such
veteran actors as Paresh and Akshay sir, and with director Sudha Kongara, kept me on my toes and

pushed me to give my best every day on set.” Radhikka Madan, known for her versatility and
dedication to her craft, has immersed herself completely in the role of Rani. Her look in the film,

styled meticulously to reflect the quintessential Maharashtrian essence, has already created a buzz
among fans and critics alike. From the traditional nauvari sarees to the exquisite nath (nose ring),

every element of Radhikka’s appearance has been carefully chosen to portray the elegance and
strength of a Marathi woman. Her bindi, hair and dance all reflect the rich heritage of

Maharashtra, adding further authenticity to her character.  Also spoke about how playing
“Rani” revitalised her life, saying, “After portraying the urban character ‘Sanaa', which was

quite dark, ‘Rani' brought a new spark and energy into my life, pulling me out of that
zone.” Sarfira, directed by Sudha Kongara Prasad, is a poignant narrative that delves

into the life of Rani, a woman of resilience and grace, navigating the complexities of
her world with unwavering determination. The film promises to offer a

compelling story, beautifully intertwined with cultural authenticity and strong
performances. Rani's character is strong and carries her own unique

swag, which will be evident throughout the film.

Alexandra Dadario expecting first
child with producer Andrew Form
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Actress-model Alankrita Sahai was seen having the best of
her travel times in China. Today, TThhee  PPiioonneeeerr shares with
you some of her BTS moments from her travel diaries, 
through an exclusive chat.

ALANKRITA'S FASCINATING ENCOUNTER WITH
THE TERACOTTA ARMY’S CULTURE IN CHINA

TEJAL SINHA

T
ravelling is all about exploring and
self-discovery. Well, so is it for
actress-model Alankrita Sahai.

Travelling, to her, is like unraveling a
new chapter in the book of life. It’s a
journey of self-discovery, cultural
immersion and connecting with the
world in ways that words often fall short
of expressing.

Not long ago, she was enjoying the
culture of China and captivating her fol-
lowers with her posts. This trip was no
less than a mesmerising blend of ancient
traditions and modern marvels. The
bustling streets of Shanghai, the humon-
gous studios and the technical knowl-
edge she gained while shooting for
BMW were indeed a wonderful expe-
rience. She recalls in this exclusive chat
with The Pioneer, “The adrenaline
rush while doing the skywalk at Jin Mao
Tower and watching Shanghai from its
peak was a takeaway. I, however, want-
ed to explore the most was the Great

Wall of China, a monumental experi-
ence that truly resonated with the
country’s rich history.”

The place boasts a lot of surreal and
breathtaking views. And Alankrita
couldn’t agree much as she shares, “The
panoramic views from the top of the Jin
Mao and the Oriental Tower in
Shanghai were nothing short of surre-
al. The entire city was lit up like a
Christmas treee and created a painting-
like scene that will forever be etched in
my memory.”

In China, she embraced a mix of tra-
ditional and modern fashion, blending
elegant qipaos with contemporary street
styles. As for food, the spicy Sichuan hot-
pot stole her heart with its explosive fla-
vors and communal dining experience.

“Interacting with locals in Shanghai
and learning about the Terracotta
Army’s history was a highlight,” shares
the Tippsy fame. “The warmth and hos-
pitality of the people made me feel truly
welcomed and immersed in Chinese
culture. Visiting the coastal city of
Qingdao was a delightful experience.

The golden beaches, fresh seafood and
vibrant marine life showcased a differ-
ent facet of China’s diverse landscapes.”

However, apart from her other trav-
els, Varanasi holds a special place in her
heart. With its ancient spiritual aura and
mystical charm, it stands out as a place
like no other in the world. The Ghats,
temples and cultural vibrancy make it
a must-visit destination for anyone
seeking a transformative travel experi-
ence. Well, she does believe that choos-
ing the right hotel is indeed an art form.
“The luxurious palaces-turned-hotels in
Rajasthan, India, with their regal décor
and impeccable hospitality, always make
me feel like royalty. For rejuvenation, I
seek solace in the serene mountains of
Bhutan, where the tranquility and nat-
ural beauty work wonders for my soul.”
But during one of her travels, she did
experience something travelling: “While
trekking in the Himalayas, I encountered
a sudden snowstorm that tested my
resilience and survival skills. Despite the
fear, the experience taught me valuable
lessons about preparedness and staying

calm in challenging situations.” 
Travelling to China was very liber-

ating for her because it allowed her to
step out of her comfort zone and
embrace a culture vastly different from
my own. “The culinary delights, vibrant
traditions and welcoming people
opened my eyes to new perspectives
and expanded my horizons in ways I
never imagined,” she shares, adding,
“Every activity in China was a blend of
adventure and serenity. Savouring the
travel experience, I dived into the
local markets, indulged in street food
and enjoyed the moments of cultural
exchange that made each day unforget-
table.”

On a concluding note, she does
reveal that the magical land of Iceland
is the next place she desires to tick off
her bucket list. “From chasing the
Northern Lights to soaking in the
geothermal hot springs, Iceland’s raw
beauty and mystical allure beckon me
to embark on a journey of discovery
and wonder,” signs off the Namaste
England star.

36 Days: Delectably 
dark and clever
TANISHA SAXENA

PLOT: Farah, played by Neha Sharma, is found dead in her
home, leading us 36 days back to her arrival at Casa De
Magnolia, a housing society in Goa. As we delve into the lives
of the residents, we uncover a tangled web of hidden feuds,
secret affairs, and simmering marital tensions.
For instance, Dr. Rishikesh Jaykar (played by Purab Kohli) and
his wife, Radhika Jaykar (played by Shruti Seth), appear to be
the perfect couple, but their marriage is fraught with issues.
Similarly, Vinod (played by Sharib Hashmi) and Lalita (played
by Amruta Khanvilkar) face their own relationship struggles.
Then there's Tony Walia and Sia (played by Chandan Roy
Sanyal and Chahat Vig, respectively), the owners of the society.
However, the most mysterious and intriguing residents are Mr.
and Mrs. Machados.
THE PLUS : The story kicks off as a classic whodunnit,
immediately drawing you into a mystery. As it unfolds, it shifts
into a domestic noir, meticulously unraveling each character's
life, exposing their flaws and secrets. The depth of the
characters is compelling, and their responses to tragedy and
everyday life are portrayed so authentically that you can't help
but get engrossed in their journeys.
For example, Benaifer and Denzie are two of the most intriguing
characters in the show. This husband and wife share a uniquely
beautiful yet odd relationship. Shernaz Patel brilliantly portrays
Benaifer, a woman grappling with loss. From the beginning to
the end of the series, Shernaz captures Benaifer's persona
flawlessly, never missing a mark. Her eerily
mysterious behavior, as she deals with
her grief, adds a touch of spookiness
to the show.
Their son, Riyad (played by Faisal
Rashid), is equally fantastic.
Unlike many contemporary
web series that depict anxiety
with typical panic attacks,
Riyad's struggles are
portrayed with nuance and
depth. 
The ensemble truly
powers this show, with
each actor fully
embodying their
respective characters.
Each family has a past,
and it's fascinating to
see how their paths
continually intersect,
driving the narrative
forward. The
recurring hint that
these characters
might be
somehow

involved in the murder adds a compelling layer of intrigue.
Special mention goes to Sushant Divgikr, who portrays Tara, a
pivotal character in the show. The writers deserve
commendation for crafting a well-written non-binary role,
contributing
significantly to the
show's depth. Divgikr's
performance is
outstanding, bringing
the character to life with
remarkable skill and
nuance. 36 Days
masterfully
encapsulates the
essence of domestic
noir, drawing viewers
into the seemingly
tranquil lives of its
protagonists, only to
unravel their dark
secrets and hidden
betrayals. 
THE MINUS : The allure
of having a sprawling
ensemble cast
brimming with secrets is both a boon and a bane. With so
much happening, so many characters to keep track of, and
secrets unfolding at every turn, it can leave you gasping for

breath.  Tony Walia's character, for instance, feels
underdeveloped. At times, his presence feels

overwhelming and grating.  Technical aspects: Vishal
Furia's direction skillfully maintains suspense,

balancing intricate character arcs with the
overarching mystery. Quais Waseeq's
cinematography captures picturesque Goa
through breathtaking drone shots and clever
camera angles that heighten the tension.
The sound design amplify the show's eerie
atmosphere. The editing keeps the pacing

tight, ensuring episodes flow seamlessly
without dragging. 
VERDICT : 36 Days is a refreshing
high-concept series that feels like a
page-turning thriller. Instead of a
typical whodunit with cops,

investigations and forensics, this
web show presents a large
ensemble cast, each harboring
secrets, and delivers plenty of

twists and turns, making it
a must-watch for fans

of suspenseful
storytelling.

DIRECTED BY : Vishal Furia

WRITER : Anahata Menon, Seneca
Mendonsa

PRODUCED BY : Prasoon Garg, Deepali
Handa, Swati Patnaik,

CINEMATOGRAPHY : Quais Waseeq

CAST : Neha Sharma, Purab Kohli,
Shruti Seth, Chandan Roy Sanyal,
Sharib Hashmi, Amruta Khanvilkar,
Sushant Divgikar, Shernaz Patel and
Kenneth Desai

PRODUCTION : Applause Entertainment,
BBC Studios

STREAMING ON : Sonyliv 

RATING : 3/5

‘Sharad in Mirzapur 3 was
mounted just as any
Shakespearean hero’

AARTI SREENATH

W
hen we see Sharad Shukla evolve significantly
throughout Mirzapur, it's clear that his
journey has been one of intricate development

and intense preparation. Anjumm Shharma, the actor
behind this compelling character, shared his insights
into understanding and portraying Sharad Shukla.
“The journey started in season 1 and it's interesting
how this role landed in the first place,” shares
Anjumm, who initially wanted to be a part of this
show because of its content and the well-written
script. “My reason for collaborating on any project
has always been the quality of the content. Even with
Mirzapur, the journey started with a smaller part, but
I chose it because it was good on content. Back
then, we didn't know anything about OTT, long
formats, seasons, or frequency. Nothing was clear
because it was back in 2017.”
His dedication to being part of a quality project led
him to audition for several main roles in Season 1,
but things didn't turn out as expected. Eventually, the
producers and the director connected with him and
offered a small part. They believed if at all they would
have a second season, the character would be well-
developed then.
As the character evolved, Anjumm prepared
meticulously for Season 2. “This guy is a Baahubali,
Jaunpur ka Don hai. He is very different from
Munna or Guddu. I approached it with loads of
intelligence, ease, calmness and authority. I realised
that people who are in very
powerful positions
are calm yet
assertive, very
settled and
comfortable
with their
aura. I saw
various
videos of
people who are
at high posts in
government jobs,
IAS or IPS,
because of the way
they speak, they
have authority,
and

they are very calm and assertive.”
Anjumm emphasised the importance of
understanding the character's mindset and not just
his profession. “You don’t play the character or the
profession of the character. You are not playing Don;
it’s a tag that people will see you in. Baahubali logon
ke nazron mein hai, it’s a tag. But he is actually a
person. He is what he thinks, what he says and what
he chooses to do. For all that, I went in a different
direction as far as my referencing was concerned. I
took references to people who are good orators, who
think well.” One of the most challenging aspects,
according to Anjumm, was ensuring that the
audience listened to Sharad's silence. “When he
speaks, he has dialogues, but I wanted people to
listen to my silence too. Only when, as an audience,
you can listen to
the silences of
the character,
that is when the
character would
work.” Sharad
Shukla's
character arc in
Season 3 was a
significant
transformation. “In
season 3, he came
as the borderline
antagonist who had
become a
protagonist. He was the character people started
rooting for; they wanted Sharad to win. He started
getting the support of the people in Mirzapur and he

started getting the votes and all the Baahubalis
were rooting for Sharad. We know that Guddu is
going down with his madness and everything,
and that was always the larger arc of the season
since we started writing and everything.”
When asked if there were any aspects of
Sharad Shukla that he personally resonated
with, the Sultan of Delhi fame shared, “Not
really! As an actor, once you create that
character, you find realism just to make the

audience more believable. You start looking for
reasons to make it happen. I, as an actor, connect

with the character to bring out the realism. That is
the only connection I made with the character.”

Outside of Mirzapur, Anjumm's interests
and passions lie in creating

movies and content. Even in
Mirzapur, he shares, “I’m
creating something. I’m
specialising in being an
actor; acting is
something I have been

trained to do. But yeah, there is an involvement in
writing and a keen interest in editing—how the
structure of the episode is made, how the edit is
made, how the structure is made. Then I connect to
music and then, like a student, I try and get into
mixing sessions. I like being part of the entire
process.” Having played such a powerful character,
he shares that he wouldn’t want to do anything
similar. However, he believes that once you gain
popularity in a particular role, it has an impact on
people, and you will get similar roles. “I want to
explore genres and am working on different projects.
I feel no two people or two characters are similar. If
you put two people in a similar scenario, they would
act very differently and the scenario would change. I

want to explore the lighter side,
something real, two-tier,
something like Bareilly Ki Barfi,
subdued, relatable, calm, sweet
and comforting.”
The irony of his character, he
says, was that you were so
mindful and intelligent and at
the end, you got emotional
and let your emotions take
over. “You became vulnerable;
things changed. That guy had
to have emotions. You led
your life with courage,

solidarity and strength. I would
just appreciate the clarity the character has. He
doesn’t unnecessarily kill or spread violence. I’m
happy this kind of trajectory in the world of Mirzapur
came to me. It was very challenging and difficult
when you already had established strong
characters.”
Reflecting on Sharad Shukla’s heroism and legacy,
Anjumm concluded, “After season 3, the heroism,
the way the character was mounted as a hero in a
classical sense, it’s a classic example of any
Shakespearean character mounted as a hero. You
don’t realise when the underdog keeps growing and
then everything falls into place. He gets the votes
and support of the people. There is a lot of emotion
around him, with the father, mother and everyone.
People will remember all these things about the
character, especially the fans. His performance is
good; the mounting of the hero is what I saw in the
character this time. Guddu had become an
antagonist, and we see Sharad as the protagonist
and him emerging as the hero.”
As Anjumm Shharma continues to explore new
horizons, his portrayal of Sharad Shukla in Mirzapur
will undoubtedly be remembered as a defining
moment in his career and a testament to his
exceptional talent and dedication. 

Anjumm Shharma, who gained notoriety for playing
Sharad Shukla in the Mirzapur series, talks exclusively
with The Pioneer about his experiences from Season 1
to 3, his hobbies outside of the show and the legacy

of his character.
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Carlos Alcaraz's ability to
hit any type of shot, from

any position on the court, on
any surface, keeps fans on the
edge of their seats. Keeps other
players guessing, too.
Alcaraz delights in all of that -
he loves putting on a show just
as much as he enjoys knowing
he makes the guys on the
other side of the net
uncomfortable - and figures it
can only help him in the
Wimbledon semifinals against
Daniil Medvedev on Friday.
It's beneficial, Alcaraz said,
that opponents need to focus
on whether he'll be "able to be
back (in) the point or ... Able
to hit an unbelievable shot."
"For me," he said, "it's great
that they're thinking about it."
Alcaraz, the No. 3 seed, is
seeking a second consecutive
trophy at the All England Club
and fourth Grand Slam title
overall. His triumph last
month at the French Open
made him, at 21, the youngest
man to collect a major trophy
on hard, grass and clay courts.

Medvedev, who is seeded No.
5 and defeated No. 1 Jannik
Sinner in the quarterfinals,
won the 2021 U.S. Open but is
just 1-5 in major finals.
The other match Friday will be
No. 2 Novak Djokovic, who
has won seven of his men's-
record 24 Slam
championships at
Wimbledon, against No. 25
Lorenzo Musetti, making his
debut in a major semifinal.
"Against him, you are
probably more stressed,
because he's probably the best
player ever - or one of the best
players ever," said the 22-year-
old Musetti, who beat Taylor
Fritz in five sets on
Wednesday, while Djokovic
got the day off because his foe,
Alex de Minaur, withdrew
with an injured hip.
"You walk on court with a
different mentality," said
Musetti, whose 1-5 record
against Djokovic includes a
five-set loss at this year's
French Open that ended at
after 3 a.M. "If I play in a
certain way, I could have my
shot in the next round."

Alcaraz vs. Medvedev is a
rematch from last year's
semifinals, when Alcaraz won
in straight sets before getting
past Djokovic in the final.

It also offers a contrast
between a talented attacker
(Alcaraz) and a consummate
defender (Medvedev).
"The most difficult thing

about facing Daniil, or the
most special thing about him,
is he can reach every ball,"
Alcaraz said. "Well, he is like a
wall. Every ball bounces back."

Asked what Alcaraz's best
quality is, Medvedev began
this way: "To be honest,
everything."
That sounds like an

exaggeration.
Might not be.
"That's where it's tough to play
against him, because you
know whatever shot you hit,

he can hit a winner from there.
So you try to make his life
difficult. You try to hit the shot
as good as you can. Maybe he
goes for it and he cannot make
it," said Medvedev, who has
won just two of their previous
six encounters. "Carlos can do
whatever, from any position,"
Medvedev said, "and that's not
easy to play against."
Tommy Paul, the 12th-seeded
American who lost to Alcaraz
in the quarterfinals, put
something else on the lengthy
list of the Spaniard's attributes.
"He moves unbelievably well.
He's probably the quickest
player. It's very hard to get the
ball by him," Paul said. "Grass
suits him. He moves incredible
on the grass. It's not easy to
change direction the way that
he does. He stays pretty low.
Yeah, I mean, it's not easy."
And then, in a nod to the sort
of highlight-reel material
Alcaraz regularly produces,
Paul added: "Half of the job
when you're out there is not to
let him win one of those crazy
points - because when he does,
he kind of gets on a roll.

Carlos faces Daniil and Novak plays Lorenzo in Wimbledon's semis

PTI n SYDNEY

A
ustralian pacer Mitchell
Starc has expressed his
displeasure at being

dropped for the crucial T20
World Cup Super Eights
match against Afghanistan in
the Caribbean, saying he was
not one bit amused by the
team management's decision.
The 2021 T20 World Cup
champions suffered a
shocking 21-run loss to
Afghanistan, which dealt a
massive blow to Australia's
chances of entering the
semifinals.
Australia had replaced Starc
with Ashton Agar for the
match but the left-arm
spinner, despite tying down
the Afghanistan batters, could
not take any wickets.
"No -- two World Cups in a
row," Starc was quoted as
saying by Sydney Morning
Herald on Willow Talk
podcast when quizzed about
his omission and whether he
was amused by the decision.
"Just the match-up, they (team
management) saw previous
games on that ground in St
Vincent with spin playing a
part and obviously Ash
(Ashton) and the left-armer
enticing them to make a
change," he added.
This was the second occasion
in a row where the Australian
pacer was dropped for a T20
World Cup match against
Afghanistan, with the previous
one being in Adelaide in 2022
where also the hosts failed to
reach the last four stage.
Agar and the two Australian

pace spearheads, Josh
Hazlewood and Pat Cummins,
were unable to break the
partnership between openers
Rahmanullah Gurbaz and

Ibrahim Zadran, who ended
up making 118 runs. 
"I think Ash bowled pretty
well in the powerplay. They
probably played the spin quite

well and batting first probably
assessed the conditions a little
bit better than we did, and had
a couple of stumbles that in
the end cost us the game," said

Starc.
"It was probably the fielding
that cost us again that game.
That meant we had to win
against India and we fell short

there as well."
Australia then went on to lose
to India in Super Eights and
were later eliminated from the
competition.
Starc also expressed his
displeasure with the
scheduling of the tournament
and pre seeding that saw them
advance to the pre determined
group despite topping the
group stage.
"We finished ahead of England
(in the group stage) and end
up where we were pre-seeded
as the second side. All of a
sudden, you're in a different
group."
"The argument was it was
because it was so hard to get
around the West Indies, so
fans knew where your team
was playing.
"So then why don't you have
the chock-a-block tournament
at the front... And then spread
it out at the back end? We had
the two night games and the
third was a day game, so it
wasn't the best preparation.
We had a delayed flight out of
St Vincent, it was a 90-minute
drive from the airport to the
hotel in St Lucia, and then we
had a 10 o'clock toss.
He added that the travelling
between venues in the West
Indies is always difficult.
"I think that was probably
maybe a misread [by
organisers], the fact that the
front half of the tournament
was more spread out, and then
you hit the super eights and …
travel around the West Indies
is probably not the easiest
thing to do, certainly not to
travel home from."

PTI n HARARE

Ravi Bishnoi's fielding has
always had a touch of

athleticism but he took it to a
different plane in the third
T20I against Zimbabwe when
he leapt to pluck a screamer off
Avesh Khan to dismiss Brian
Bennett, leaving his India
teammate in awe.
India defeated Zimbabwe by
23 runs on Wednesday to take
a 2-1 lead in the five-match
series but the talk in the
dressing room was Bishnoi's
astonishing catch to dismiss
the Zimbabwe top-order
batter, reducing the hosts to 19
for 3 in the fourth over.
The pacer said he was left
"shocked" for a moment.
"When he took the catch, I
don't think he got the reaction
time. I also did not get the
reaction time (to see what
happened). I was, in fact,
shocked how he took that
catch," said Avesh, who took
two wickets as India restricted
Zimbabwe to 159/6 in the
chase of 182.
Avesh added that the wicket

should be credited to Bishnoi's
account for the sheer effort.
"He is a good fielder, works a
lot on his fielding. The catch
that he took, the scoreboard
will show that it was taken by
me, but it should be credited in
his (Bishnoi's) account," added
Avesh in a video posted by
BCCI.
India skipper Shubman Gill
said it was a truly amazing
effort from Bishnoi and
showed that the leg-spinner
was enjoying his fielding.
"Very happy with the team's
win to go 2-1 up in the series
and the catch that Bishi
(Bishnoi) took was absolutely
remarkable. It was truly
delightful to watch.
"Cricket is definitely a team
sport and it's more so a team
sport when you're fielding. So,
it's very important to have fun
when you are fielding. If you
are having fun then you are
always in the game," added the
captain.
Washington Sundar said he
had the best view of the catch
as he was positioned at mid-
on.

STARC EXPRESSES DISPLEASURE AT BEING DROPPED

FOR T20 WC GAME AGAINST AFGHANISTAN

Shocked by that amazing catch:
Avesh on Bishnoi's wonder grab
in India's win against Zimbabwe

PTI n NEW DELHI

Trailblazing Indian shuttler
Saina Nehwal feels she

would have perhaps excelled
more as a sportsperson if she
had picked a tennis racquet
instead of playing badminton.
Nehwal has an impressive
resume as a badminton player.
Not only she became the first
Indian woman shuttler to be
ranked No. 1 in the world, she
was the first woman athlete
from the country to win an
Olympic medal.
"Sometimes I feel that it would
have been good if my parents
had put me in tennis," Saina
said during her "Her Story-My
Story" talk at the Rashtrapati
Bhawan.
"There is more money and I
had more strength I think. I
could have done better in
tennis than badminton," she

added.
While Saina has inspired many
to take up badminton, the 34-
year-old herself didn't have
anyone to look up to when she
picked the racquet at the age of
8.
"When I started, I didn't have
any role models to look up to.
No one to look up to and say 'I
want to be world number one
or be an Olympic medallist,' I
hadn't seen anyone do that in
badminton before me," Saina
said.
Beside the London Olympics
bronze, Nehwal also won a
bronze and a silver at the
World Championships and
multiple Commonwealth
Games gold, including two in
the women's singles.
She urged the youngsters
present to explore a career in
sports.
"I always tell children to

concentrate on games. China
wins 60-70 medals, We only
get 3-4. There are so many
doctors and engineers, their
names don't come in
newspapers," she said.
"I want girls to especially to
come forward and start getting
fit and get into sports. Now we
are there for the children, there
are world number ones,
Olympic champions and so
many medallist to look up to,"
she added.
Reflecting on her career, she
said her hard work
compensated for the lack of
talent.
"I loved hard work, I was not
the most talented person, I
need to practice a lot. If a
talented player is doing
something 100 times I had to
do it 1000 times. But I like hard
work. My coaches like my
never give up attitude."

I could have done
better in tennis
than badminton,
says Saina 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Former India captain
Sourav Ganguly was on

Thursday unveiled as the
owner of the Kolkata Royal
Tigers ahead of the Indian
Racing Festival 2024,
scheduled between August
and September this year. 
Apart from the debutant
Kolkata racing team, the event
will see participation from
seven other outfits based at
Hyderabad, Bangalore,
Chennai, Delhi, Goa, Kochi,
and Ahmedabad. 
The racing festival
encompasses two main
championships — Indian

Racing League (IRL) and the
Formula 4 Indian
Championship (F4IC).
Expressing his enthusiasm for
the association, Ganguly, the
former BCCI president said: "I
am truly excited to embark on
this journey with the Kolkata
team in the Indian Racing
Festival. 
"Motorsports has always been
a passion of mine and
together with the Kolkata
Royal Tigers, we aim to build a
strong legacy in the Indian
Racing Festival and inspire a
new generation of motorsport
enthusiasts." 
Akhilesh Reddy, Chairman
and Managing Director of

Racing Promotions Pvt Ltd
(RPPL), welcomed Ganguly to
the racing fold. 
"We are thrilled to announce
Sourav Ganguly as the owner
of the Kolkata franchise. His
visionary leadership and
commitment to excellence,
shaped by years of legendary
cricketing success, brings
unparalleled dynamism to the
Indian Racing Festival," he
said. 
It may be recalled that veteran
India spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin has recently acquired
stakes in American Gambits, a
team that will take part in the
second edition of the Global
Chess League.

Indian Racing Festival: Ganguly buys Kolkata Royal Tigers team

PTI nMUMBAI

Mumbai City FC on
Thursday announced

roping in Greek striker
Nikolaos Karelis ahead of the
upcoming Indian Super
League season.
The 32-year-old, also known as
Nikos Karelis, is set for his
maiden stint in India. He
began his youth career with
Ergotelis and made his senior
professional debut with them
in 2007.
Karelis has played for seven
more clubs including stints in
Russia (Amkar Perm),
Belgium (Genk), England
(Brentford) and the

Netherlands (ADO Den
Haag). Mumbai City FC will be
his eighth club.
Karelis has netted 103 goals in
361 professional matches along
with 29 assists, while his best
performance at a club came for
Panathinaikos, for whom he
scored 36 goals in 114
competitive games. 
The 2014-15 season was his
standout when Karelis scored
19 goals in 50 contests. 
He won the Greek Cup with
Panathinaikos in 2013-14.
Later, he also won two titles
with the Greek club PAOK in
2018-19 (Super League Greece
and Greek Cup).
Karelis was last associated with

another Greek club
Panetolikos, where he was
adjudged its player of the
season in 2022-23.
"The team has achieved
significant success over the
past few years, and I am eager
to contribute to its continued
success in the upcoming
season," Karelis said in a
release. 
MCFC head coach Petr Kratky
said, "Nikos is a highly talented
player who perfectly matches
the requirements we expect
from our forwards. He has
experience playing in various
European countries and has
consistently proven his calibre
in different leagues."

Mumbai City FC ropes in Greek striker Nikolaos Karelis
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TOOFAN SEALS 
RELEASE DATE
V

ijay Antony's latest film,
Toofan, is set to hit theaters
worldwide on August 2,

announced the makers on
Thursday. Produced by Kamal
Bora, D. Lalitha, B. Pradeep, and
Pankaj Bora under the Infinity Film
Ventures banner, this film follows
their previous collaborations,
Raghavan and Hathya, which also
starred Vijay Antony. Directed by
Vijay Milton, Toofan is a poetic

action entertainer that promises a
compelling narrative.
The film tells the story of a man
who transforms the future of a
society that initially dismissed him.
Set on an island, the movie was
shot in Andaman and Diu Daman.
The songs and trailer have already
garnered significant attention, and
the team is hopeful for a similarly
enthusiastic reception upon its
release.

A
ctor Kavin is set
to embark on his
next cinematic

journey with a new film
directed by Vishnu
Edavan, an assistant
director to the
acclaimed Lokesh
Kanagaraj. 

The film’s official
pooja ceremony is
scheduled to take place
in Chennai tomorrow,
marking the auspicious
beginning of the pro-

ject.
The shooting for the

film is slated to com-
mence on July 22,
promising a fresh and
engaging storyline.
Nayanthara will star as
the female lead, adding
star power and anticipa-
tion to the project. 

Produced by 7 Screen
Studio, the film is
expected to be a major
highlight in Kavin’s
career.

Kavin, Nayanthara join forces 

M
ark your calendars for July 26, as the highly anticipated suspense crime
thriller Case No. 15 is set to premiere in theaters worldwide. Directed by
Tadakala Vankar Rajesh, this film promises to keep audiences on the edge

of their seats with its gripping storyline and powerful scenes.
Ajay delivers a standout performance, while Ravi Krash brings a unique
portrayal of a police officer to the screen. The film features exceptional
music by John and stunning cinematography by Anam Venkat,
enhancing the cinematic experience.
Produced with meticulous attention to detail, Case No.
15 is sure to be a memorable watch. BG
Ventures and Kalyangari the forces together
have brought this film to life. 

Kanguva 2
announced! 
S

tudio Green’s highly
anticipated film,
Kanguva, starring

Suriya, is generating
immense excitement
among fans. The newly
released teaser offered a
tantalising glimpse into
its thrilling world, height-
ening anticipation for the
movie. In a thrilling
development, the makers
have officially announced
a sequel, Kanguva 2.

Producer KE Gnanvel
Raja revealed in a recent
interview that Kanguva
will be a two-part film,
with the first installment
concluding on an exhila-
rating note that sets the
stage for the sequel.
Production for Kanguva 2
is scheduled to begin by
the end of 2025, with a
planned release in the
first half of 2027, either in
January or during the
summer.

The sequel’s script is
currently underway, with
shooting set to start
towards the end of next
year or early 2026. The
sequel is expected to hit

theaters in early 2027,
likely in January or April.
The teaser has already
intensified excitement for
the film, and fans are
eagerly awaiting the trail-
er.

In Kanguva, Suriya
takes on a never-before-
seen avatar for his 39th
film as a lead actor, show-
casing multiple distinct
personas. The newly
released poster of Suriya
has only added to the
growing buzz around the
film.

Joining Suriya in the
cast are Bobby Deol and
Disha Patani, making
their Tamil debuts, along
with Natarajan
Subramaniam, Jagapathi
Babu, Yogi Babu, Redin
Kingsley, Kovai Sarala,
Anandaraj, Ravi
Raghavendra, K. S.
Ravikumar, and B. S.
Avinash.

Studio Green has part-
nered with top distribu-
tion houses to ensure a
massive global release for
Kanguva on October 10,
2024.

T
he next schedule for actor Suriya's highly

anticipated 44th film is set to take place
in Kerala. The week-long shoot is

scheduled from July 19 to July 25, during which
pivotal fight scenes will be filmed.

This segment of the shoot is expected to
feature intense action sequences, adding to
the film's excitement and anticipation. The
production team is gearing up to capture

these dynamic scenes in picturesque
locations across Kerala, enhancing the

film’s visual appeal.
Fans can look forward to an official update

on the film later this month, which is expected
to reveal more details about the project. Stay tuned for

further announcements on this high-profile film as it
progresses towards its next major milestone.

Suriya’s 44th 

film next 
scheduled 

in Kerala

A
fter nearly 28 years,
Kamal Haasan is
preparing for the

release of the highly antic-
ipated sequel to Indian,
titled Indian 2. The film is
set to hit theaters on July 2.
At a press conference for
Indian 2 in Kochi, director
S. Shankar teased an excit-
ing surprise for fans—those
who see the sequel in the-
aters might get a special pre-
view of Indian 3.

Shankar revealed that
there is a possibility the
trailer for Indian 3 will be

shown during the end cred-
its of Indian 2. He indicat-
ed that if the post-produc-
tion for Indian 3 stays on
track, audiences could get a
sneak peek of the next
installment in cinemas.

The director also shared
plans to release Indian 3
within six months of Indian
2’s debut, provided every-
thing proceeds smoothly.
Shankar noted, “If the VFX
work is completed on
schedule, it’s feasible to
release within six months.
And, as a special treat, you

might see the trailer for
Indian 3 at the end of
Indian 2.

Indian 2 features Kamal
Haasan, Siddharth, Rakul
Preet Singh, SJ Suryah,
Bobby Simha, and Priya
Bhavani Shankar, and con-
tinues the story of
Senapathy—a freedom
fighter turned vigilante ded-
icated to combating corrup-
tion and societal ills.

Kamal Haasan initially
announced Indian 2 in
2017. The project faced set-
backs when Sri

Venkateswara Creations
withdrew due to escalating
production costs, and Lyca
Productions subsequently
took over. Filming, which
began in January 2019, was
disrupted by a tragic acci-
dent and the COVID-19
pandemic, leading to a two-
year delay. 

Red Giant Movies later
joined as co-producers, and
filming was completed in
March 2024. Directed by
Shankar, Indian 2 was pro-
duced with a budget of Rs
250 crores.

‘End credits in Indian 2 will
surprise all,’ says Shankar

V
ictory Venkatesh, the hit-
making director Anil
Ravipudi, and the suc-

cessful production house Sri
Venkateswara Creations are
reuniting with a shared
Sankranthi spirit. This trio is col-
laborating for the third time,
aiming to deliver another block-
buster. The upcoming film,
Production No. 58 from SVC, is
set to hit theaters during the
Sankranthi festival, as announced
by the makers.

The film was launched with
much fanfare recently, and the
regular shoot has now begun in
Hyderabad. The main cast is
currently filming in a palace
setting, with a making video
revealing a dynamic work atmos-
phere. The presence of
large guns on set hints
at the crime ele-

ments featured in the movie.
This new project is an excep-

tional triangular crime entertain-
er, focusing on three key charac-
ters: the protagonist, his ex-girl-
friend, and his remarkable wife.
Meenakshi Chaudhary and
Aishwarya Rajesh will star along-
side Venkatesh.

The film boasts a talented
team of technicians. Bheems
Ceciroleo is composing the
music, Sameer Reddy is handling
the cinematography,  A.  S.
Prakash is  the production
designer, and Tammiraju is the
editor.  S .  Krishna and G.
Adhinarayana are contributing as
co-writers, with V. Venkat serv-
ing as the action director.

Venkatesh, Anil
Ravipudi’s film to

release for Sankranti

M
ythri Movie Distributors LLP is set to release
the upcoming film Darling in the Nizam region.
This film, a family entertainer, is produced by

K. Niranjan Reddy and Smt. Chaitanya, with debutant
Aswin Raam at the helm. It stars Priyadarshi and
Nabha Natesh in the lead roles.
This marks Mythri Movie Distributors LLP's latest
venture following their successful collaborations on
the Pan-India sensation Hanu-Man—which they
distributed in Nizam—and major hits such as
Prabhas' Salaar and Vijay Sethupathi's Maharaja in
the same region. Their track record in Nizam
distribution has been notably successful, and they
now bring Darling to this territory.
Meanwhile, the film Darling was censored and the
movie was awarded with a U/A certificate. The final
duration of the movie is 2:20 hours, which is ideal for
the movie of the genre. The core point and unique
narration are the major highlights of the movie which
is now capitalizing on positive censor reports.
As we already saw, Priyadarshi and Nabha Natesh
played their parts brilliantly. While Darshi played an
innocent husband, Nabha stole the show as Lady
Aparichitudu who torments her hubby with a split
personality disorder. Aswin Raam’s writing was
remarkable, he dealt with the subject convincingly.
Darling is a full-meal family entertainer with adequate
hilarity and emotional climax. 3 songs and BGM
scored by Vivek Sagar are an added attraction. The
movie has some surprising guest roles as well.
The film's theatrical trailer has already created a buzz,
showcasing its promise as a hilarious and engaging
family entertainer.
Darling is scheduled for release on July 19th.

Mythri Movie
distributors to release

Darling in TG

T
he renowned audio
label Saregama has
secured the music

rights for Kiran
Abbavaram’s highly antici-
pated period thriller KA.
Produced by Chinta
Gopalakrishna Reddy under
the banner of Srichakraas
Entertainments, the
film is noted for its
impressive production
values. Directed by the
duo Sujith and
Sandeep, KA is set in a
rural backdrop and
promises a gripping
action-filled narrative.

The film’s music,
composed by Sam CS,
is expected to enhance
the cinematic experi-
ence with its rich
soundscapes. With
filming completed, the
focus has now shifted
to post-production.

KA is scheduled for a grand
theatrical release in Telugu,
Tamil, Malayalam, and
Kannada. Since its
announcement, KA has
received substantial positive
attention and is marked as
Kiran Abbavaram’s excit-
ing comeback.

Kiran Abbavaram's KA
audio rights 

bagged by Saregama

Case No. 15 hits
theatres on July 26


	12 VJA-01.pdf
	12 VJA-02.pdf
	12 VJA-03.pdf
	12 VJA-04.pdf
	12 VJA-05.pdf
	12 VJA-06.pdf
	12 VJA-07.pdf
	12 VJA-08.pdf
	12 VJA-09.pdf
	12 VJA-10.pdf
	12 VJA-11.pdf
	12 VJA-12.pdf

