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T POLLS,

ndian Stock markets surged to
record highs on Monday
following exit polls projecting a
third term for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Government.
The Nifty 50 jumped up 3.25 per cent
(up by 733 points) and closed at
23,264 levels. Meanwhile, the Sensex
gained 3.39 per cent (up by 2,507
points) and closed at 76,469 levels.
In the past few days, there has
been notable positive economic
development with the release
of the GDP numbers for
# 2023-24 and S&P's positive
# outlook upgrade for
India.
The GDP exceeded
market  expectations,
showing a growth of 8.2
per cent in 2023-24
compared to 7
per cent in
2022-23.
It's

BJP leaders in a
huddle, take stock

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

With just a day before the

counting of votes, BJP
top leaders met at party's
president JP Nadda's residence
on Monday to discuss the
party's performance in the Lok
Sabha polls and its preparation
for the counting of votes
scheduled to take place on
June 4.
The meeting, presided over by
Nadda, was also learnt to have
taken stock of the prevailing
political situation following
the exit polls predicting a big
win for the BJP-led NDA, and
the Opposition INDIA Bloc's
series of meetings rejecting the
forecast.
"A meeting was held to discuss
and review the elections
conducted in seven phases and
also to discuss the counting of
votes which is to take place
tomorrow. The meeting was
presided over by part
national president Nadda,"
BJP national general secretary
Vinod Tawde told reporters
here after the meeting.
He said the meeting discussed
the voting pattern observed
during all seven phases of polls
as to how polling took place.
"This was also reviewed," he
added.
Tawde said the meeting,

P

which was attended by BJP
national general secretaries
and secretaries, held an
"extensive discussion” on all
seven phases of the Lok Sabha
elections and deliberated on
the deployment of party's
polling agents across the
country for counting of votes.
"That polling agents reach in
time across all booths, their
proper deployment, whether
there is any problem in this -
all  these things were
discussed," he said.

The meeting also discussed if
there is "any suspicion” over
counting of votes anywhere
and party office bearers were
asked to pay ‘“special
attention" to such a situation,
he said.

Asked if the meeting also
discussed BJP's plans for
celebrating its victory with
most of the exit polls
projecting it to be getting a
massive mandate for a third
consecutive term, Tawde
said, "There is no such
discussion on this at present.
We look into this only after
seeing the trends, not on the
basis of the exit polls'
projections."

Replying to a query on
formation of the party's
Government, the BJP leader
said there was no discussion at
the meeting on it.

Just wait and see: Sonia

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

UPA chairperson and
senior Congress leader
Sonia Gandhi on Monday
said her party is very
hopeful that the results of
the Lok Sabha elections will
be totally opposite to what
has been shown in the exit
polls. "We have to wait, just

wait and see,” Sonia said
when asked about her
expectations from the

results scheduled to be
announced on Tuesday.

Congress leaders have said
that the INDIA Bloc will
win 295 seats and form the
Government. Preparations
were underway at the
Congress headquarters on
Monday for the June 4
counting day with many

polls

after

supporters seeing them as
arrangements
celebration of the INDIA
Bloc's victory in the Lok
Sabha polls despite exit
polls suggesting otherwise.
Tent-poles
erected in the grounds of
the Congress' 24, Akbar
Road headquarters
giant coolers were being set
up around its sprawling
premises.

"We are very hopeful that
our results are completely
opposite to what the exit

Congress
party chief added. Sonia
Gandhi made the remarks

held at the DMK office
here. She paid tributes to
DMK
Karunanidhi on his 100th

GOURAV VALLABH

worth noting that the growth in 2023-
24 surpasses the Government's
second advance estimate of 7.6 per
cent released in February 2024.

The sustainability of the current GDP
growth in the long term is a matter of
concern. Long-term GDP growth
heavily relies on the level of
investment in the economy, which
has seen a healthy 9 per cent increase.
It's important to note that the
Government sector has been the
primary driver of this investment
growth.

Specifically, the Central
Government's capital expenditure
(CapEx) has experienced a
significant surge of 28 per cent in
2023-24. However, there needs
to be more momentum in the
private sector CapEx. While the

private sector has shown
increasing willingness to invest, the
key factors affecting this are policy
certainty and confidence in global
and domestic economic stability.

The exit poll results signal stability in
domestic economic and policy
matters, which is one of the critical
drivers for private capex.

With  manufacturing  capacity
utilisation currently at 75 per cent,
and both bank and corporate
balance sheets in solid
condition, the stage is set for ‘\
a resurgence in private
capital expenditure.
Ultimately, the private
sector must take the lead in
driving the investment cycle.
As investment plays a crucial
role in job creation, leading to
increased  demand,  ultimately
validating the initial investment and
attracting further investments. This
sets off a positive cycle of investment
and growth. It's essential to recognise
that sustained investment growth
cannot solely rely on Government
CapEx year after year.

With both public and private
investments expected to pick up in
the economy, What can be done now
to provide suitable employment
opportunities for citizens - the answer

\'\\'s.'l' Elt

is to focus on CapEx in
manufacturing, especially labour-
intensive. This is answered in one of
the guarantees by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, ie., to transform
India into a global manufacturing
hub. In the past, India has successfully
attracted suppliers for major US
corporations such as Apple Inc and
Alphabet Inc's Google.
However, according to World Bank
data, less than 3 per cent of
i; global manufacturing occurs
in the world's most populous
country, compared to 24 per
cent in China. So much has
to be done in this area.
Another factor contributing
to job creation is a focus on
boosting exports. This has been
limited due to sluggish global growth.
While India's service exports have
remained  strong, merchandise
exports have specifically felt the
impact of the global slowdown, which
is expected to reverse.
When investments both in public and
private are expected to grow,
supplemented with a thrust on
labour-intensive manufacturing and
exports, the quantity and quality of
jobs will increase. Then, private
consumption, one of the main pillars
of the economy, will also have 8-9 per
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cent growth, which was at around 4
per cent in 2023-24.

A combination of sustainable long-
term GDP growth, increased private
sector investment in  capital
expenditure, S&P's positive outlook
upgrade, and the prospect of a third
term for Modi's administration,
which aims to position India as a
global manufacturing hub, is
expected to generate significant
optimism among investors in India.
These factors promise policy
continuity and potential for growth,
suggesting a positive outlook for the
market and inflow of global capital.
The new Government's 100-day
agenda and the upcoming full Budget
in July 2024 were also important focal
points. Furthermore, the progression
of the monsoon, inflation data, and
the Reserve Bank of India's (RBI)
interest rate policies will continue to
significantly influence and guide the
Indian economy in the days ahead.
So, with all these solid
macroeconomic fundamentals and
policy continuity, we can expect abki
baar GDP growth 10 per cent paar
followed by Sensex 100,000 paar.

The writer is a Professor of Finance at
XLRI-Xavier School of Management
and a BJP leader.
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Senior Congress leader Sonia Gandhi speaks with the media during a
ceremony to pay tribute to former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M Karunanidhi
on his birth anniversary, at Anna-Kalaignar Arivalayam, in New Delhi on

mark of 272 seats needed
to form the Government.
The Congress and other
INDIA Bloc parties have
trashed the exit polls,
claiming that these surveys
were a work of "fantasy"
and asserting that the
opposition alliance will
form the next
Government.

Further, the Congress led
INDIA Bloc on Monday
said the Election
Commission (EC) has
agreed to its request of

parliamentary

Most  exit

attending an event predicted

stalwart M

birth anniversary.
polls
that
Minister Narendra Modi
will retain power for a third
straight term, with the BJP-
led NDA expected to win a

big majority in the
have
Prime

Sabha polls. While some
exit polls have given the
NDA more than 400 seats,
most have predicted that it
will win over 350, which is
way above the majority

PTl counting the postal ballots
first on June 4, when the
Lok results of the Lok Sabha

polls are scheduled to be
declared, and stressed that
this is the participatory
manner of promoting the
spirit of democracy in a
non-adversarial fashion.

Chief Election Commissioner of India Rajiv Kumar with Election Commissioners Gyanesh
Kumar and Dr SS Sandhu during a Press conference, in New Delhi, on Monday
Photo by: RANJAN DIMRI/THE PIONEER

Hostile portrayal took
us by surprise, says EC

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

ust a day ahead of the counting

of votes in the Lok Sabha
elections 2024, Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar came
down heavily on the "mischievous
narratives” that could harm the
electoral process during the course
of the polls.
He was responding to a query
against the backdrop of allegations
and criticism faced by the election
commission over alleged delay in

release of voter turnout, disclosure
of form 17C data and the sanctity
of electronic voting machines

(EVMs).
In a first, the Election
Commission held a  Press

conference on Monday just a day
before the counting of votes and
claimed India created a world
record with 64.2 crore voters
including 31.2 crore women
participating in the Lok Sabha
elections this year, saying this is a
historic movement.

Forces neutralise two
terrorists in Pulwama

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B JAMMU

A head of the counting day, two
terrorists were gunned down
by a joint team of security forces in

the Nihama area of South
Kashmir's Pulwama district on
Monday.

According to media reports, one of
the self-styled commanders of the
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba Riyaz Dar was
believed to have been trapped
inside the hideout along with his
accomplice.

To flush out the terrorists hiding
inside the residential building, the

security forces blasted the
structure to avoid any collateral
damage.

According to a tweet posted by the
Kashmir Zone police on X, "Bodies
of two terrorists killed in the anti-
terrorist operation have been
recovered so far. Identity and
affiliation is being ascertained and
the operation is in progress."

The operation was launched by the
security forces based on inputs
received about the presence of

terrorists in the built-up area late
Sunday evening.

According to police, the firefight
erupted when the joint team of
security forces came under fire
from the terrorists hiding in one of
the houses early Monday morning.

Meanwhile, stringent security
arrangements have been made
across different parts of Kashmir
valley for the counting of votes for
three LoK Sabha seats.

WhatsApp hans
71 lakh Indians
for policy hreach

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B NEW DELHI

WhatsApp has banned 71 lakh
Indian users in April this year
for violating platform rules and
policies. The company assures
continued action against accounts
breaching its terms to maintain a safe
user environment.

WhatsApp ban was in line to curb
misuse and maintain integrity of the
platform. WhatsApp uses machine
learning and data analytics to
proactively  identify and ban
suspicious accounts.

Every month WhatsApp bans lakhs
of Indian users who are reported for
being scammers or violating the
platform's privacy policies. In its
latest India Monthly Report, the
Meta-owned instant messaging
platform revealed that it banned
around 71 lakh Indian accounts
between April 1, 2024, and April 30,
2024, to curb misuse and maintain
platform integrity. The company has
further assured that it will continue
implementing more bans if users
continue to violate its rules.
WhatsApp banned a total of
7,182,000 accounts between April 1
and April 30. Amongst these,
1,302,000 accounts were proactively
banned before any reports from
users. This proactive stance is part of
WhatsApp's broader strategy to
prevent abuse before it occurs. The
company uses advanced machine
learning and data analytics to
identify  suspicious  behaviour
patterns indicative of abuse. Notably,
in April 2024, WhatsApp received
10,554 wuser reports on various
topics, including account support,
ban appeals, product support, and
safety concerns.

Small is beautiful for Gangetic dolphin

ARCHANA JYOTI B NEW DELHI

Smaller rivers in the Ganga
basin are playing a crucial
role in preserving the habitat
of the endangered Gangetic
dolphin, India's revered
national aquatic animal, a
joint study by the Wildlife
Institute of India (WII) and
the Union Government's
National Mission for Clean
Ganga has said.

However, they noted that
despite their importance, the
conservation and
management of these smaller
rivers have not received
adequate attention compared
to larger rivers.

With a comprehensive two-

year-long survey covering
1,290 kilometers of the
Ganga's tributaries and sub-
tributaries, researchers have
identified 620 kilometers of
critical habitats requiring
urgent conservation efforts
and management strategies
specifically tailored for these
smaller water bodies to
ensure the long-term survival
of the Gangetic dolphin
population.

The findings hold
significance given that in
recent years, the distribution
range of the Gangetic dolphin
in  various rivers has
dwindled, particularly in the
upstream  stretches. The
aquatic mammals which are

entire Ganga river system,"
said Syed Ainul Hussain, a

conservation

efforts,
importance of smaller rivers

the

Biggest-ever $2.45mn purse
for T20 World Gup winner

now in the IUCN list of
threatened species are now
believed to be extirpated from
the Son, Ken, Betwa, and Sind
rivers, the middle and upper
stretch of the Sharda river,
and the upper stretch of the

Yamuna river.

"These findings not only shed
light on the importance of
these lesser-known rivers but
also underscore their vital
contribution to the ecological
resilience and health of the

scientist at Dehradun-based
WII and co-author of the
study.

He added that these lesser-
known rivers harbor more
than 15 per cent of the

Gangetic  dolphins  and
contribute to habitat diversity.
"This  underscores  the

importance of conserving
these rivers to safeguard
biodiversity," Hussain
emphasised, pointing out
gaps in ecological restoration
efforts, particularly in the

conservation of  smaller
rivers.

While larger rivers have often
been the focus of

has been largely neglected.
During the two-year survey
conducted boat-based visual
encounter in ten rivers,
covering Girwa (20 km),
Kauriyala (15 km), Babai (75
km), Sharda (220 km), Rapti
(500 km), Bagmati (60 km),
Mahananda (230 km), Ken
(40 km), Betwa (90 km), and
Sind (40 km), researchers
found that engagement with
local communities is a
crucial  component  of
successful conservation
endeavors, especially in
areas where dolphin
populations intersect with
villages.

PTI W NEW YORK

he International Cricket

Council on  Monday
announced a record prize
purse of USD 11.25 million for
the 2024 T20 World Cup
with the winners pocketing
at least USD 2.45 million.
The runners-up  will
receive at least USD 1.28
million, while the losing
semi-finalists walk away
with USD 787,500 each.
The previous edition in
2022 had a total prize pool of
USD 5.6 million with
winners England receiving
USD 1.6 million.

"The ninth edition of the ICC
Men's T20 WC will see the
winners of the 20-team
tournament earn at least $2.45
million, the highest prize
money in the history of the
tournament, along with the
trophy that they will lift in
Barbados on June 29," said the
ICC in a statement.
The four teams that fail to
make it out of the Super 8s
will earn USD 382,500 each,
while the teams placed ninth,
10th, 11th and 12th receive
USD 247,500 each.
Participants who finish 13th
to 20th place will return
$225,000 each.
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All preparations for counting of votes complete: CEOQ

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

hief Election Officer
‘ Anupam Rajan

announced that counting
for 29 parliamentary con-
stituencies in Madhya Pradesh
Lok Sabha Election 2024 will be
held across 52 district head-
quarters on June 4 from 8.00 am.
Counting of postal ballots will
start at 8 am in 29 Returning
Officer (RO) headquarters.
Following this, counting of votes
from EVMs will commence
here from 8:30 am whereas it is
set to start from 8 am in 23 dis-
tricts.
All arrangements have been
made for counting of votes. All
Returning Officers, Assistant
Returning Officers, Collectors
and District Election Officers,
Police Commissioners and
Superintendents of Police have
been instructed to strictly follow

the security norms. Dry day has
been declared on the day of
counting of votes. In view of the
intense heat, all necessary
arrangements have been made
at the counting venue including
cold water, AC, coolers, fans,
medical kits, ambulances, tem-
porary hospitals, fire extin-
guishers, fire brigade.

Three-tier security system has
been ensured at the counting
place. Individuals possessing
authorised pass will be granted
with strict measures to prevent
unauthorised access. Counting of
EVMs and postal ballots will be
done in the rooms made as per
the instructions of the
Commission. There will be
three-tier randomization of
counting personnel. First and
second level randomization has
been done. The final stage of ran-
domization is scheduled to take
place on June 4 at 5 am in the

presence of the observer. 116
observers have been appointed
by the Commission for counting
of votes of 29 Lok Sabha con-
stituencies, who have reached the
districts.

Postal ballots of service voters are
being received by post. Postal
ballot papers received at the
counting centre before 8 am
will be included in the counting.
A separate media centre has
been set-up for media personnel
at the counting centre, where
facilities like telephone, com-
puter, printer, calculator and
internet etc. will be available.
Authorisation letters have been
issued by the Commission for
media personnel.

There will be one counting
supervisor, one counting assis-
tant, one counting staff and one
micro observer at the EVM
counting table. Similarly, there
will be one assistant returning

officer, one counting supervisor,
two counting assistants and one
micro observer at the postal
ballot counting table.

The counting agents of the can-
didates will be present at the
EVM/postal ballot table. In the
order of their seating, there will
be (1) recognised national polit-
ical parties, (2) such recognised
state parties of other states which
have been allotted election sym-
bol for that Lok Sabha con-
stituency, (3) unrecognised reg-
istered parties and (4) indepen-
dents. There will be assembly
segment wise barricading and
colour coding arrangement for
taking machines from the strong
room to the counting hall, which
will have CCTV coverage.
Candidates with passes, elec-
tion agents, counting agents will
be allowed to take blank paper,
copy of ballot paper account for-
mat 17C part-1, list of EVMs and

VVPATs provided by the
Returning Officer which have
been used in various polling sta-
tions and plastic pen or pencil
inside the counting hall.
Mobile phones, iPads, laptops,
smart watches, cameras, other
electronic devices, bidis, ciga-
rettes and gutkha will be banned
in the counting hall. Apart from
observers, no one is allowed to
take mobile phones inside the
counting hall. Only ROs, AROs,
counting supervisors who are
connected to ETPBMS/INCORE
will be able to take mobile
phones for OTP to open
ETPBMS/INCORE.

Rajan stated that counting of
postal ballots for 29 Lok Sabha
parliamentary constituencies will
be done at the Returning Officer
Headquarters. Upon comple-
tion of postal-ballot count the
result will be promptly disclosed
of postal ballots candidate-wise.

Preparations for the counting of votes for Lok Sabha elections at the old central jail in Bhopal on Monday.

capital 02

pem T
sreTorAT e,

FLES
HIaTel

el Fedn A, W

Pioneer photo

AIIMS Bhopal successfully treats 3 children without surgery

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

achievement, AIIMS

Bhopal has successfully
treated three children suf-
fering from rare and complex
congenital heart diseases
without the need for surgery.
This remarkable feat was
accomplished under the lead-
ership of Professor (Dr.) Ajai
Singh, Executive Director of
AIIMS Bhopal, with the
skilled intervention of cardi-
ologist Bhushan Shah and his
dedicated team. For the first
time, the lives of these three
young patients were saved
using advanced non-surgical
techniques. Two of the chil-
dren were less than a year
old, and all three were facing
serious heart conditions that
posed significant health risks.
In the first case, a 2-month-
old baby girl weighing just 2
kg was diagnosed with Patent

In a pioneering medical

For the first
time, the lives
of these three
young patients
were saved
using
advanced non-
surgical
techniques

Ductus Arteriosus (PDA), a
congenital heart defect where
the normal channel between
the pulmonary artery and
aorta fails to close after birth,
leading to heart failure.
Traditional surgery was
deemed almost impossible
due to the high risk to her
life. Dr. Bhushan Shah, using
echocardiography, closed the
channel through a vein in the
waist with a Nitinol device,
avoiding surgery. Following
the procedure, the baby

began drinking breast milk
and showed reduced symp-
toms of heart failure.

She was discharged from the
hospital after just three days.
A similar procedure was per-
formed on an 11-month-old
child who had been turned
away by many major hospi-
tals across the country due to
his young age. The doctors at
AIIMS Bhopal successfully
treated him using the Nitinol
device without surgery, giv-
ing the child a new chance at
life.

In the third case, a 3-year-old
child was suffering from a
Ventricular Septal Defect
(VSD), a condition where a
hole in the wall between the
heart's two lower chambers
prevents oxygenated blood
from reaching the entire
body.

Closing this hole with the
Nitinol device carries a risk
of slowing down the heart

rate. However, Dr. Bhushan
Shah expertly inserted the
appropriately sized Nitinol
device through the artery,
successfully closing the hole
and saving the child's life.
This series of successful treat-
ments marks the first time
such young and low-weight
children with severe heart
diseases have been treated
using the Nitinol device at
AIIMS Bhopal. The cardiac
anesthesia team, led by Dr.
Pooja Singh, played a crucial
role in these successes.

All three children were treat-
ed completely free of cost
under the Ayushman Bharat
scheme and have now
regained their health.
Professor (Dr.) Ajai Singh,
Executive Director of AIIMS
Bhopal, congratulated the
entire team for their excep-
tional work and dedication to
providing top-notch patient
care.

Retired BHEL emoployee beaten to death at Shyampur

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

65-year-old  retired
Aemployee of Bhopal

Municipal Corporation
was beaten to death while his son
escaped with injuries and grand-
son saved his life by running over
2 km.
The deceased identified as Parvat
Singh had gone to his farm in vil-
lage Moochkheda in Shyampur
area of Sehore with his son and
grandson.
When the youths consuming
drugs were asked to leave, they
started beating him. They kept
beating the old man with sticks
till he fainted. His son also suf-
fered serious injuries. While the
12-year-old grandson ran 2 kilo-
meters to save his life.
The incident happened on
Sunday evening. The old man
died on Monday morning. The
injured son is admitted at the
hospital. Sehore police have reg-
istered a case and started inves-

tigating the matter.

One of the family member
Deepak Singh Malviya said
Parvat Singh (65) retired from
Bhopal Municipal Corporation
four years ago. He lives with his
family in Karond area of Bhopal.
On Sunday afternoon, he went to
his farm in Sehore's Moochkheda
village with his son Rakesh (41)
and grandson Ayush (12). They
worked all day. In the evening, he
saw 4-5 youths consuming drugs
in the field. When he asked
them to leave, they started argu-
ing.

Seeing the quarrel, his son
Rakesh and grandson Ayush,
who were working far away,
came near. They asked the youths
to leave the field.

On this, the youths left the place
arguing. But, after some time,
they returned again armed with
sticks and rods. As soon as they
arrived, they started beating
Parvat Singh and Rakesh. Parvat
Singh fell unconscious on the

ground.
Relative Deepak Singh Malviya
reached Shyampur's

Moochkheda village with some
friends and relatives from Bhopal
and brought the father and son
to Hamidia Hospital.

After beating his father and
grandfather, the attackers ran
towards his grandson Ayush.
But, Ayush ran. He kept running
continuously for about 2 kms.
Meanwhile, Ayush informed his
relative Deepak Singh Malviya
about the incident from his father
Rakesh's phone. On receiving the
news, Deepak Singh Malviya
reached Shyampur's
Moochkheda village with some
friends and relatives from Bhopal.
Here he reached the farm with
Ayush. From there he saw Parvat
Singh and Rakesh lying on the
ground. They were immediately
brought to Bhopal and taken to
Hamidia Hospital. Parvat Singh
died during treatment here at 9
am on Monday. While Rakesh

has got 7 stitches on his head.
Son Rakesh, who was present
with Parvat at the time of the
incident, said that we have four
acres of land in Moochkheda. In
which the construction work of
the house is to be done. For this,
gravel had to be brought on
Sunday night. For this reason, my
father took me and my son
along. At night, 4-5 drunken
youths were seen sitting in a cor-
ner of the field. When father tried
to explain, they started misbe-
having. When I intervened, the
accused left the spot. After this,
in a short while, they attacked
with sticks.

They hit his father on the head
and temple with sticks. When I
tried to save him, they also hit me
on the head with sticks. We kept
screaming for help, help could
not come due to the deserted
place. The bleeding father had
become unconscious. Even after
this, they kept hitting him with
sticks.

A third batch Agniveer fake part ina passing out parade after the completion of their training at 3 Electronics Mechanical Engineers army corps center in Bhopal on

Monday. As many as 816 Agniveers participate in the passing out parade.

Pioneer photo

Passing out parade of third batch of Agniveer held at 3-EME Centre

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

spectacular Passing
AOut Parade (POP) of

third  batch  of
Agniveers was held at 3 EME
Centre on 03 Jun 24. As many
as 816 Agniveers marched
smartly on the drill ground of
the Centre in Bairagarh to
enter into the folds of the
Corps of Electronics &
Mechanical Engineers (EME)
of the Indian Army. The
parade was reviewed by
Brigadier Anil Das,
Commandant, 3 EME Centre.
The momentous event was
also witnessed by proud fam-
ily members of the passing out
course.
The POP marks the culmina-
tion of 10 weeks of Basic
Military Training followed by
another 21 weeks of Advance
Military Training and begin-
ning of their new voyage in
the Indian Army as disci-
plined soldier craftsmen.
The Commandant congratu-

lated the trainees on parade
for their impeccable turn out,
good military bearing and
smart drill. He highlighted
that new challenges are
emerging from the global
security scenario and tech-
nological transformation.
Hence the need to continu-
ously acquire knowledge,
skills and capability to achieve
the desired objectives. He
impressed upon the Agniveers
to hone their skills, be tech-
nologically aware and devel-
op a strong foundation of
knowledge, willingness to
learn and commitment to
perform in their respective
fields. He also complimented
them for their hard work and
outstanding performance.
He exhorted the young sol-
diers to take pride in their
uniform and country and
wished them good luck for
their next role in the field
Army.

The Agniveers completed
physically grueling and men-

tally demanding training and
will now join their respective
EME units. Agniveers per-
forming exceptionally well in
the training were awarded
with medals in various cate-
gories to include top three in
Overall Order of Merit, Best
in Academics and Excellence
in Drill. Over 1000 proud par-
ents and relatives of the
Agniveers were also awarded
with ‘Gaurav Padak’ in recog-
nition of their efforts and
sacrifice for the Nation.

3 EME Centre symbolises
the Army’s motto ‘Service
Before Self’. Since its raising
in 1962, it has been closely
linked to Bhopals fabric, and
both have grown multifold,
complementing each other.
The Centre has trained over
75,000 recruits including the
Agniveers and turned them
into Soldier - Craftsmen who
have proved their mettle in all
fields, be it military opera-
tions, aid to civil authorities,
disaster relief or sports. People

of Bhopal are witness to the
fact that whenever the situa-
tion has demanded, 3 EME
Centre has come to the fore-
front in assistance. When
tragedy struck on the night of
December 2, 1984 at Union
Carbide, rescue teams from 3
EME Centre were amongst
the first responders to evac-
uate residents around the fac-
tory. The Centre continues to
stand strong with the people
of Bhopal in line with their
expectations.

A sizeable strengh of ex-ser-
vicemen from EME has set-
tled down in and around
Bhopal after retirement, mak-
ing it their home.

Through them, the Centre
has further blended into the
vibe of the city. Since the
launch of the Agnipath
Scheme, the Centre has
already carried out training of
three batches of Agniveers
while the fourth batch of
Agniveers will be reporting to
the Centre shortly.

IGRMS to perform special prayer
for good monsoon at Kovil Kadu
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n the occasion of World
OEnvironment Day,

Indira Gandhi Rashtriya
Manav Sangrahalaya Bhopal
will worship nature for better
monsoon at the sacred forest of
Tamil Nadu called Kovil Kadu,
a sacred complex exhibit struc-
ture in the museum premises by
the members of Tamil com-
munity residing in Bhopal.
In this regard, Museum officer
K Sheshadri said that the main
objective of the establishment of
the exhibition Kovil Kadu is not
only to keep museum complex
green but also acquainted with
the concept of sacred forest
complex to the visitors of dif-
ferent age and community
groups, so that concept of
preservation and development
of nature can be developed in
the mind of general public.This
structure was established in
the year 1999 with the partici-
pation of concerned local com-
munity. To be held on 05 June
2024 at 11.30 am. In this ritu-
al, people of the local Tamil
community will together wor-
ship all the natural gods at
Ayyanar dev sthanam.
Kovil Kadu - Sacred Groves of
Tamilnadu Nature worship is
an ancient Indian tradition.

Sacred grove, which represents
one form of nature worship, is
a component of the village
landscape in Tamil Nadu. Many
groves have temples within
them.

While the residing deity in
most of the sacred groves is the
snake god, ‘Ayyappan,
‘Murugan’ and ‘Amman’ are
also worshipped in some
places. On full moon days,
communities offer prayers col-
lectively. The villagers believe
that the groves provide liveli-
hood directly or indirectly and
restrict natural catastrophes.
Trees, shrubs & herbs, climbers
and lianas like Aegle marmelos
Corr. (bel), Ailanthus
malabaricaWall (gugul), Bassia
latifolia Roxb (Mahua), Cocos
nucifera L. (coconut),
Erythrina indica Lam (parija-
ta), Mangifera indica L.
(mango), Terminalia spp.
(harra), Cassia tora L. (chaksu),
Ervatamia spp., Parviflora Rox.
(maula), are grown in Kovil-
Kadus.

Apart from natural sacred
groves, where natural vegeta-
tion has been protected, there
are sacred gardens, locally cre-
ated. These are called
Thirundavanas. These gardens
are meant exclusively for grow-
ing flowers for the deity.

BOI launches
666 days- FD with
high return
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ank of India, one of the
Bleading public sector

banks in India, has
launched its "666 Days - Fixed
Deposit" which offers very
attractive returns on deposits
as high as 7.95% p.a. for Super
Senior Citizens for 666 Days
for deposit amount of less
than Rs 2.00 Crs.
Customers & general public
can take advantage of this
unique investment opportuni-
ty by opening "666 Days -
Fixed Deposit" which offers
one of the highest return on
Fixed Deposits, reinforcing
the bank's commitment to
deliver superior financial prod-
ucts.
On this "666 Days - Fixed
Deposit", Senior Citizen will
get 7.80% p.a. & other will get
7.30% p.a. The revised interest
rates are applicable for domes-
tic, NRO and NRE Rupee
Term deposits which is made
effective from 01.06.2024. Loan
against Fixed Deposit and
Premature Withdrawal facili-
ty is available. Customers can
visit any Bank of India branch
or use the BOI Omni Neo App
/ internet banking to open 666
Days - Fixed Deposits.

Two die as big tree branch falls on
them at 10 number market area
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wo people died after a
I tree branch fell on them
atl0 number market
on Monday afternoon,
injured were taken to the
hospital, where one person
died during treatment while
the other died 4 hours later.
Vehicles and shops have also
been damaged in the incident.
Number 10 Market Traders
Association President Anand
Soni said that second stop res-
ident Narmada Prasad (47)
used to operate sugarcane
under the shade of the tree.
While Panchsheel Nagar res-
ident contractor Ashok
Ahirwar (50) had come to
drink juice. At around 11.30
am a very big branch of the
eucalyptus tree broke and
fell. It fell directly on them.
People present on the spot
immediately took the injured
to the hospital. There Ashok
died within a short time,
while Narmada Prasad died at
around 3:30 pm. Apart from
this, many vehicles and shops
have also been damaged.
If the Municipal Corporation
and the government had
pruned the trees in time,
such a big accident would not
have happened. Those who

died should be compensated.
Narmada Prasad used to
operate juice shop under the
same tree in 10 number mar-
kets for about 15 years. He
had injuries in his shoulder,
ribs, waist and hand, due to
which he died. Ashok, on the
other hand, was a labour
contractor. He left his house
in Panchsheel Nagar at
around 10 am like every day,
and reached Narmada
Prasad's pulley to drink sug-
arcane juice. While drinking
the juice, the branch fell on
his head.

Family members said that
Ashok Ahirwar has 4 chil-
dren, the eldest son Suraj
Ahirwar is a police constable
in Mandideep. Ashok comes
to this area daily. For many
years, he used to come every
day between 10 and 11 in the
morning. The family mem-
bers said that as usual they
left at around 11 am.
Habibganj police station in-
charge Sarita Burman said -
the branch of the eucalyptus
tree located at number 10
had fallen. A police team was
sent to the spot. In this case,
we will investigate the inci-
dent from every angle. A case
is being registered in the
matter.
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PCC headquarters in Bhopal on Monday.
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Congress State President Jitu Patwari addresses a press conference on the eve of the cdunting of votes for Lok Sabha elections, at

Pioneer photo

Display wall will be installed at 10 places in Bhopal
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ounting of votes for
‘ Madhya Pradesh Lok

Sabha Election-2024 will
be held on Tuesday, June 4.
Chief Election Officer Anupam
Rajan said that display walls have
been arranged at 10 major places
in Bhopal district to see the
results and trends of counting of
votes, so that the general public
can easily see the trends and

results of counting of votes.

Rajan said that in Bhopal city, the
trends and results of counting of
votes will be displayed through
display walls at Chief Electoral
Officer Office, Arera Hills,
Nirvachan Sadan, Rani
Kamalapati Railway Station, DB
Mall-MP Nagar, Aushima Mall-
Hoshangabad Road, Aura Mall-
Shahpura, Main Railway Station
Bhopal and near Bake and Shake
in Number 10 Market, Depot

Square Bhadbhada Road, Vallabh
Bhawan-Mantralaya and Lal
Ghati Square. The counting
results can also be seen on the
Election Commission of India's
website https://results.eci.gov.in
and Voter Helpline App (VHA).
Voter Helpline App can be
downloaded from Google Play
Store. Apart from this, the count-
ing results will also be displayed
on https://ceomad-
hyapradesh.nic.in.
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