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Heatwave continues to
take its toll on the

population as more than 16
vulnerable people died in the
last 24 hours due to heat-
related illness, including
heatstroke in the Delhi-NCR
in the grip of intense weather
for the past few days. As per
the data available from
various hospitals in the city,
many are battling with the
situation.
In the last 24 hours, one
patient each died at Ram
Manohar Lohia (RML)
Hospital and Safdarjung
Hospital while five patients
died at other various
Government hospitals,
including Lok Nayak
Hospital (LNJP), according to
the Government hospitals
officials.
At the Centre-run RML
Hospital, the authorities
received 22 patients in the
last two days. There have
been five deaths and 12 to 13
patients are on ventilator
support. To give reprieve to
such patients, the hospital has
set up a first-of-its-kind
heatstroke unit.
At the Safdarjung Hospital,
there have been a total of 60
heat-stroke cases, including
42 who have been admitted.
The hospital has reported six
casualties, including a 60-
year-old woman and a 50-

year-old man who died on
Tuesday.
According to LNJP Hospital
authorities, four patients have
died due to suspected
heatstroke in the last two
days. "There were two deaths
on Tuesday due to suspected
heat stroke and two casualties
on Wednesday. There are 16
heat stroke patients
admitted," said a hospital
official.
One of the victims, aged
around 39, died during
treatment on June 15. He was
a motor mechanic who

collapsed while working at
his shop in Janakpuri. He was
brought in with high-grade
fever.
It’s not only the national
Capital but various pockets
across the Northwest and
Central India are registering
some of the highest recorded
temperatures in years,
causing mortalities. In the
adjoining region of Noida, at
least 14 people reportedly
died in the last 24 hours due
to suspected heatstroke,
according to the health
department. However, post-

mortem reports are awaited
to ascertain the exact cause of
death, said the officials.
The maximum temperature
recorded in the national
Capital crossed 45 degrees as
Pitampura recorded the
highest temperature in the
city of 45.1 degrees Celsius,
six notches above the normal.
Safdarjung, considered as a
parameter for the whole of
Delhi, recorded 43.6 degrees
Celsius as the maximum
temperature, 4.8 degrees
above the normal.
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In its first Cabinet meeting
after assuming the third

consecutive term, the Modi
Government 3.0 on
Wednesday raised the
minimum support price
(MSP) for paddy by 5.35 per
cent to �2,300 per quintal for
the 2024-25 kharif marketing
season.  
The MSP for 'common' grade
paddy has been raised �117 to
�2,300 per quintal, while for
the 'A' grade variety it has
been hiked to �2,320 per
quintal for the upcoming
Kharif season. The highest
absolute increase in MSP over
the previous year has been
recommended for oilseeds
and pulses viz nigerseed
(�983/- per quintal) followed
by sesamum (�632/- per
quintal) and tur/arhar (�550/-
per quintal).
The Union Cabinet has
increased the MSP for all 14
crops, including paddy, ragi,
bajra, jowar, maize and cotton
which will have a financial
implication of �two lakh crore
for the Government and
entail gain of �35,000 crore to
farmers over the previous
season. Announcing the MSP
increase, Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said the
Cabinet has approved the
minimum support prices for
14 Kharif (summer) crops
based on recommendations
from the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP). The MSP for Jowar
has been increased by �191

per quintal from �3,180 to
�3,371 per quintal. The MSP
for Bajra has been increased
to 125 per quintal from
�2,500 to �2,625 per quintal;
Ragi by 444 from �3,846 to
�4,290 per quintal and Maize
by �135 from �2,090 to �2,225
per quintal.  
The MSP for tur/arhar also
increased by �550 from
�7,000 to 7,550 per quintal;
Moong by 124 from �8,558
per quintal to �8,682 per
quintal; Urad by �450 from �
6,950 to �7,400; Groundnut
by �406 from �6,377 to 6,783
per quintal and Sunflower
Seed by �520 from �6,760 to
�7,280 per quintal.
The hike in paddy support
price comes despite the
Government sitting on
surplus rice stocks, but it is
significant ahead of elections
in states like Haryana,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand, and
Delhi.
“The increase in MSP for
Kharif crops for marketing

season 2024-25 is in line with
the Union Budget 2018-19
announcement of fixing the
MSP at a level of at least 1.5
times of the all-India
weighted average cost of
production, The expected
margin to farmers over their
cost of production are
estimated to be highest in case
of bajra (77per cent) followed
by tur (59 per cent), maize (54
per cent) and urad (52 per
cent). For rest of the crops,
margin to farmers over their
cost of production is
estimated to be at 50 per
cent,” the Ministry of
Agriculture said in a
statement. Vaishnaw said the
Government had a clear
policy decision taken in the
2018 Union Budget that MSP
should be at least 1.5 times
the cost of production, and
this principle was followed in
the latest MSP hike. The cost
was scientifically calculated
by CACP, he added. 
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Even as Canada's Parliament
marked the first anniversary

of slain Khalistan Tiger Force
(KTF) chief Hardeep Singh
Nijjar's death by holding a
moment of silence in the House
of Commons on Tuesday, India
reminded the world of the
Kanishka bombing in 1985, the
most heinous terror-related air
disasters in the history of civil
aviation. Nijjar was shot dead
outside a gurdwara in Surrey,
British Columbia, on June 18
last year. Canadian police have
arrested four Indian nationals
in connection with the murder.
Diplomatic ties remain frosty
between the two countries over
anti-India activities being
carried out from the soil of
Canada and alleged

involvement of Indian agents in
the killing of Nijjar, a Canadian
citizen.
"India stands at the forefront of
battle against the menace of
terrorism and works closely
with all nations to tackle this
global threat", India's
Consulate General in
Vancouver said as it reminded
the world of the Kanishka
bombing, the most heinous
terror-related air disaster in the
history of civil aviation.

The Montreal-New Delhi Air
India 'Kanishka' Flight 182
exploded 45 minutes before it
was to have landed at London's
Heathrow Airport on June 23,
1985, killing all 329 people on
board, most of them Canadians
of Indian descent.
The bombing was blamed on
Sikh militants in retaliation to
'Operation Bluestar' to flush
out militants from the Golden
Temple in 1984.
The Consulate General of India
has planned a memorial service
to mark the anniversary of the
bombing. "India stands at the
forefront of countering the
menace of terrorism and works
closely with all nations to tackle
this global threat," the
Consulate General of India in
Vancouver posted a social
media message later Tuesday.
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Modi 3.0 bonanza for farmers� � � � � � � 	 � 
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The judge hearing Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal's bail

petition extended his judicial
custody till July 3. On Wednesday, he
was produced before the court
through video conference on expiry
of his judicial custody granted
earlier. The counsel appearing for
Kejriwal opposed the ED's
application seeking extension of his
judicial custody, saying there were no
grounds to justify his continued
incarceration.
Opposing the bail application of
Kejriwal, the Enforcement
Directorate on Wednesday claimed
that Kejriwal demanded ��00 crore
bribe from the South Group for his
party in a money laundering case
linked to the alleged excise scam.
The ED told the court that if AAP,
which has been arrayed as an
accused in the case, the person in
charge of the party will be held
culpable.
The ED told the court that when
former Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia was made an accused
in the case, the AAP was not named
as an accused. "Kejriwal demanded
bribe. He asked for bribe of �100
crore. Kejriwal asked for funds for
the AAP. Kejriwal demanded
kickbacks from South Group. You
can't say he is not guilty of offence. If
AAP commits a crime, then every
person in charge of the party will be
deemed to be guilty," the ED told
Special Judge Niyay Bindu.
"Now AAP has been made an
accused. Kejriwal is responsible for
the conduct (of the party)," it added.
Kejriwal is the National Convenor of
AAP.
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The 2024 monsoon
season in India is off to

a slow start, characterised
by delayed progress and
uneven rainfall
distribution across the
country with the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department saying the
country will witness
below-normal monsoon
rainfall in June this year.
This is likely to impact
agricultural yields and
food security, especially
the Kharif crop, given that
it is largely sown in June
and July. While southern
and some northeastern
regions may see normal to
above-normal rains, many
areas in northwest and
Central India face
significant shortages. With
at least 52 per cent of
India's cultivated area
relying on monsoon rains,
the implications for
agriculture are
considerable.
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The post poll violence continued in
Bengal unabated leaving two BJP

workers dead in the past 24 hours,
sources said. Gaur Hari Maity of Arjun
Nagar in Bhagwanpur village under
Bhupatinagar Police Station was beaten
to death by alleged TMC goons, his
family members said. 
"Local TMC men had come looking for
Shashanka Maity the son of Gaur Hari
but getting the wind of it he fled the
home… when they could not find him
they abducted his father Gaur Hari and
took him to an unknown destination
where he was beaten to death," locals
said. The area falls under Kanthi Lok
Sabha constituency from where BJP
candidate Dibyendu Adhikari won in
the recently concluded general elections. 
"The deceased was taken to the hospital
where he was declared 'brought dead'," a
district level police officer said adding
the "police have started investigation.
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In course of the security
forces' drive to sanitise

Jammu and Kashmir ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's Srinagar visit for this
year's International Yoga Day
function on June 21, two
terrorists were gunned down
in the Hadipora area of PD
Sopore in North Kashmir's
Baramulla district. Two
security personnel, including
one Army jawan, also received
injuries during the operation.
Meanwhile, the Jammu and
Kashmir Police have declared
Srinagar city as a temporary
"red zone", and banned the
operation of drones ahead of
PM's visit. This will be Modi's
first visit to Jammu and
Kashmir after being sworn in
as the Prime Minister for the
third time.
Till the time of filing of this
report, the identity of the
slain terrorists could not be
ascertained as the security
forces were still conducting
searches in the area and were
yet to retrieve the bodies of
the slain terrorists from the
encounter site.
Chinar Corps, in a post on X,
stated that the operation was

conducted on receipt of
specific information about
the presence of terrorists in
the area. "On specific
intelligence input regarding
the presence of terrorists, a
Joint operation was launched
by the Indian Army and
Jammu and Kashmir police
on Wednesday in the
Hadipora area of PD Sopore;
two terrorists were
eliminated; the operation is
still in progress."
Meanwhile, in a significant
development, the Jammu and
Kashmir police have arrested

one person for harbouring
terrorists behind the terror
attack on a pilgrim bus in
Reasi on June 9.
Addressing a press conference
in Reasi SSP Mohita Sharma
said, "A breakthrough has
been achieved in the case of
the terrorist attack on the
pilgrim bus which was
coming from Shiv Khori on
9th June. In this case, one
accomplish of the Reasi
terrorists identified as
Hakam, 45, has been arrested
by the J&K Police at Reasi. 
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Daughter of a Rajya Sabha
member was arrested by the

Chennai Police on Tuesday
morning in connection with the
death of a painter who was
sleeping on the pavement. On
Monday night Beeda Madhuri
(33), daughter of Rajya Sabha MP
and former Kavali (Nellore) MLA
Beeda Masthan Rao, was driving
her BMW car accompanied by her
friend and ran over Satish who was
lying on the pavement. Masthan
Rao belongs to YSR Congress. 
According to police, the deceased
was under the influence of alcohol.
Maduri arranged for shifting the
grievously injured Satish to
hospital and drove away. But he
succumbed to injuries late Monday
night and this gave rise to massive
protest by the residents of the
locality, most of them belonging to
the working class.
Maduri on being informed about
the death of Satish, surrendered
before the traffic investigation
wing of Chennai Police and she
was charged under Section 304 (A)
od the Indian Penal Code , for
causing death by negligence.
Section 304 (A) carries with of
punishment of imprisonment for
two years or fine or both and is a

cognisable and bailable offence
which could be triable by the
magistrate of the first class.  She
was let off on bail.
Though the locals alleged that she
was under the influence of alcohol,
the police refuted the same and
said there was nothing to suggest
that the lady had consumed
alcohol. 
But they were not forthcoming
when asked whether her blood
sample has been collected and sent
for testing.
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I, Paramjeet Kaur W/o Late 

Avtar Singh R/o #292, Chandi 

Mandir, Panchkula (Haryana) 

declare that my son Rajwinder 

Singh & his wife Gurwinder Kaur 

are out of my control. So, I disown 

them from my all 

movable/immovable properties. If 

anybody deals with them shall do 

their own risk in future. 

I, Surender Pal Dhawan S/o 

Baldev Raj Dhawan R/o 19/1, 

Near Bhawna Chowk, Desraj 

Colony, Panipat declare that my 

real daughter Mahi Dhawan is out 

of me and my family control. So I 

disowned him from my movable 

and immovable property. In future, 

if anybody deals with them, 

he/she will do so at their own risk.  

I, Gajender Singh Dahiya 

s/o Sajjan Singh Dahiya r/o 

#1494, Sector-12, HUDA Panipat 

declare that my wife Suman Bala 

is out of my control. I sever my 

ties with her. In future, she will be 

responsible for her own 

transactions and legal work. 

There will be no responsibility for 

me or my family. 

I, Sheela W/o Sh. Ram Avtar, 

R/o House No. 2, Dashmesh 

Nagar, Nayagaon Distt SAS 

Nagar Mohali Punjab inform that 

my son's Ranjeet and his wife 

Bhoomika and Manoj and his wife 

Simran out of my control. I disown 

them from my all moveable and 

Immovable Properties. Anybody 

deal with them at their own Risk. 

Neither me nor my family 

members will be responsible for 

their any activities in the future. 

म�, संजय कुमार पु� �ी हवा िसंह 

िनवासी मकान न�र 1537 सै�र 1-4 

तहसील व िजला िहसार का �थाई 

िनवासी �ँ, म� अपने ह�फ़ से !ान करता 

�ँ िक मेरा बड़ा पु� मोिहत यादव को म� 

अपनी चल-अचल स(ित से बेदख़ल 

करता � *ोिंक यह मेरे कहने सुनने से 

बाहर है आज के बाद इसके साथ कोई 

लेन देन आिद करेगा तो वह .यं 

िज़0ेवार होगा । मेरी व मेरे प2रवार की 

कोई िज़0ेवारी नही ंहोगी । 

 म�, करनैल िसंह पु� स. हाकम 

िसंह िनवासी गांव नेजाडेला कलां, 

तहसील व िजला िसरसा बयान करता �ं 

िक मेरा पु� गुरतेज िसंह, उसकी प8ी 

पूनम रानी व उनकी पु�ी नवरीत कौर मेरे 

कहने‐सुनने से बाहर ह� और अपनी 

मनमज= करते ह�। इसिलए म� इ?@ अपनी 

तमाम चल‐अचल स(िA से बेदखल 

करता �ं। भिवD म@ इनसे लेन‐देन करने 

वाला .यं िज0ेवार होगा। मेरी व मेरे 

प2रवार की कोई िज0ेवारी नही ंहोगी। 

I, Sumit Kumar S/o Sh. 

Narender Kumar, House No. 360, 

Vikas Nagar, Mouli Jagran 

Chandigarh inform that in my 

documents my father name 

wrongly written as Narendra 

Kumar instead of Narender 

Kumar. My Father correct name is 

Narender Kumar. 

I am Bhola Singh, EX No-

104172F, Rank-LS, residence of  

Ward No-06, Academy Road, 

Tehsil –Anandpur Sahib, District- 

Rupnagar, State - Punjab Declare 

That I want to amend my daughter 

name Ganandeep Singh to 

Gagandeep Kaur in my Navy 

records. Due to wrongly 

mentioned in my navy records 

I Gurjeet Kaur, spouse of 

Hav (OpR) Jujhar Singh resident 

of VPO Dher, Teh Anandpur 

Sahib, Distt Ropar, State Punjab 

& PIN 140123 have changed my 

name from Gurjeet Kaur to Gurjit 

Kaur vide Affidavit Number IN-

PB16630772189706W dated 17 

May 2024 before Notary, 

Anandpur Sahib. 

I, Krishan legally father of 

No. 15707977N Rank Hav Name 

Anil Kumar Unit 10 CSR(A) C/o 

56 APO Bathinda Cantt. (Punjab) 

permanent resident of Ward No. 

13, 16 DPN Ramgarh, Distt. 

Hanumangarh State Rajasthan 

Pin code 335504 have changed 

my name from Krishna Kumar to 

Krishan and DOB from 

01.07.1965 to 01.05.1968 

I, Alli Rani K legally mother 

of No. 15332903W Rank Hav 

Name Sugumaran K Unit 4 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO Bathinda Cantt. 

(Punjab) permanent resident of # 

204C/2, Govindharajpuram, 

Kongarampattu, 

Kannamangalam, 

Tiruvannamalai, State Tamil Nadu 

Pin Code 632311 have changed 

my DOB from 01.07.1958 to 

22.06.1958 

I, Motapalkula Rajamouli 

legally father of No. 16118026P 

Rank L/Hav Name Motapalukula 

Neelakantam Unit 4 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 APO Bathinda Cantt. 

(Punjab) permanent resident of # 

6-55/88, Rangapet, Beernandi, 

Khanapur, Adilabad State Andhra 

Pradesh-504203 have changed 

my name from Motapawkula 

Rajamouli to Motapalkula 

Rajamouli and DOB from 

01.06.1960 to 10.08.1964 

I, Motapalkula Rajeswari 

legally mother of No. 16118026P 

Rank L/Hav Name Motapalukula 

Neelakantam Unit 4 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 ΑΡΟ Bathinda Cantt. 

(Punjab) permanent resident of # 

6-55/88, Rangapet, Beernandi, 

Khanapur, Adilabad, State Andhra 

Pradesh-504203 have changed 

my name from M Rajeshwari to 

Motapalkula Rajeswari and DOB 

from 07.09.1966 to 07.11.1969 

I, Jugjeet Singh S/O Puran 

Singh Village Behbowal Chhanian 

PO Nangal Behalan Tehsil 

Dasuya Distt Hoshiarpur declare 

that my wife Rajwant Kaur's 

passport my name has written 

Jagjit Singh wrongly . Actually my 

name is Jugjeet Singh as per My 

Documents record. 

I, Raju Mashih S/O Kamal 

Mashih. R/O Vpo Pandori 

Mahantan, Tehsil/Distt Gurdaspur, 

Punjab, India. Declare That My 

Given Name As Raju And My 

Surname As Mashih. 

I, Balwinder Kumar S/O 

Chhinda. R/O Vpo Pandori 

Mahantan  Tehsil /Distt 

Gurdaspur, Punjab, India. Declare 

That My Given Name As 

Balwinder And My Surname As 

Kumar. 

I, Jatinder Masih S/O Dalbir 

Masih. R/O Vpo Khojepur, 

Tehsil/Distt Gurdaspur, Punjab, 

India. Declare That My Given 

Name As Jatinder And My 

Surname As Masih. 

I, Service No. JC- 769454L, 

Rank Sub Maj. Name: Netrapal 

Singh S/o Bhagmal Singh of Unit- 

978 LT AD MSL Regt (SP) WKSP, 

C/O 56 APO declare that in my 

army record my wife's name is 

wrongly entered as Sunita Devi 

(D.O.B 11-11-1980) instead of 

Sunita Nagar (D.O.B 11-11-1980) 

vide Affidavit dated 18-06-2024 

before Harmanjeet Bedi Notary 

Pathankot (PB) 

I, Ram Kumar S/o Shama 

Singh R/o # 1962, Sec-17, Huda, 

Jagadhri, Distt Yamunanagar 

declare that in Re allotment letter 

my father's name written as 

Samey Singh and Aadhar Card, 

Family ID my Father's name 

written as Shama Singh. Samey 

Singh & Shama Singh both are 

one & same person. 

It is for general information 

that I Sanchit Garg S/o Ajay 

Kumar R/o House No. 17/B24, 

Ward No. 17, Dhuri, District 

Sangrur, Punjab-148024 declares 

that the name of my father has 

been wrongly written as Ajay Garg 

in Educational Documents. The 

actual name of my father is Ajay 

Kumar, which may be amended 

accordingly. 

ਮ�, ਹਰਿਜੰਦਰ ਿਸੰਘ ਪੁੱਤਰ ਜੁਆਲਾ 

ਿਸੰਘ ਵਾਸੀ ਿਪੰਡ ਭਾਦਲਾ ਨੀਚਾ, ਤਿਹਸੀਲ 

ਖੰਨਾ (ਲੁਿਧਆਣਾ) ਨੰੂ ਅੱਗੇ ਤa ਹਰਿਜੰਦਰ 

ਿਸੰਘ ਉਰਫ਼ ਰਿਜੰਦਰ ਿਸੰਘ ਨਾਮ ਨਾਲ 

ਜਾਿਣਆ ਜਾਵੇ। 

I, No.6505918X SEP 

Panhalkar Santosh Panduran S/o 

Pandurang Balu Panhalkar R/o 

359 ASC BT C/o 56 APO, 

Chandimandir Cantt.Panchkula 

(Haryana) have changed my wife 

name from Manisha Shivaji Mali 

to Manisha Santosh Panhalkar. 

I, Deepak Son of Shri Om 

Prakash resident of H.No. 08, 

Desraj Colony Panipat-132103, 

state that I have changed my 

name from Deepak to Deepak 

Kumar. 

I, Madhu W/o Pushpender 

Ahlawat R/o 716/22. Jhang 

Colony, Rohtak has changed my 

name from Madhu to Madhu 

Ahlawat. 

I, Muskan D/o Pushpender 

Ahlawat R/o 716/22. Jhang 

Colony, Rohtak has changed my 

name from Muskan to Muskan 

Ahlawat. 

I, Amit Kumar S/o Jugal 

Kishore R/o 403, Kuldeep Nagar, 

Yamuna Nagar have changed my 

name from Amit to Amit Kumar. 

I, Anju Ghai W/o Sanjeev 

Kumar R/o 227, Nanak Nagar, 

Farakpur, Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Anju Ghai 

to Anju Bala. 

I, Mohd Sharif S/o Mohd 

Saphi R/o Largyab Pachathang 

Nubra Leh Ladakh declare that 

my date of birth is wrongly 

recorded as 08-11-2004 my 

correct date of birth is 10-08-2005 

I, Mohd Saphi S/o Mohd Ali 

R/o Largyab Pachathang Nubra 

Leh Ladakh declare that my son’s 

name Mohd Yaseen date of birth 

is wrongly recorded as 15-04-

2007 my son’s correct date of 

birth is 28-02-2009 in my record. 

I, Bhavya D/o Shri Navneet 

Batra, #2348, Sector 23-C, 

Chandigarh  have changed my 

name from Bhavya to Bhavya 

Batra. 

I, Anju Rani W/o Sh. Jai 

Bhagwan R/o G-6/2, Sector-3, 

Eldeco Estate, Panipat declare 

that Anju Rani and Anju Beniwal 

both are my names. I will be 

known by the name of Anju Rani 

in future. To be known, note all the 

related. 

I, Heena D/o Narender Arora 

& w/o  Shivank R/o E-5/31, 

Second Floor, Sec-16, Rohini, 

Delhi-110089 have changed my 

name from Heena Arora to Heena 

for all future purposes. 

I, Surinder/ Surinder Nath 

Sikri S/o Vijay Nath Sikri R/o 

H.No. 238/8, Bank Colony, 

Kurukshetra, have changed my 

name from Surinder/ Surinder 

Nath Sikri to Surinder Sikri. 

I, Rishab S/o Rajnish 

Sharma R/o H.No.  1209 Urban 

Estate, Sector 7, Kurukshetra, 

have changed my name from 

Rishab to Rishab Sharma. 

It is for general information 

that I, Arjun S/O Guran Ditamal 

R/O 1165 Urban Estate, Sector-

13 Thanesar Kurukshetra 

Kurukshetra Haryana-136118, 

declare that name of mine and my 

son has been wrongly written as 

Arjun Kumar and Madhav in my 

minor son Madhav Arora aged 17 

Years in his 10th Class 

educational documents. The 

actual name of mine and my son 

are Arjun and Madhav Arora 

respectively which may be 

amended accordingly. 

I, Army No. 14643591N Hav 

Ashok Kumar  Resident of Village 

Koron, Post office Kumarhatti, 

Tehsil-District Solan Himachal 

Pradesh declare that I have 

Changed the name of my Son 

from Krish Thakur to Krish. all 

concerned please may note. 

I, Gurnam Singh S/O Bhag 

Singh R/O Village Umedpur Tehsil 

Siwan District Kaithal (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Gurnam to Gurnam Singh 

I, Yuvraj Singh S/O Gurnam 

Singh R/O Village Umedpur Tehsil 

Siwan District Kaithal (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Yuvraj to Yuvraj Singh 

I, Dawarki Devi  mother of 

739464-T Ex Sgt Naresh Kumar 

presently Resident of Village - 

Dhamoli Bichali, P.O Pathreri, 

Distt - Ambala (Haryana) 134202 

have changed my Name from 

Dawarki Devi  to Dwarki Devi  vide 

Affidavit dated  19.06.2024 at 

Ambala Cantt. 

I, Chandragiri Kameswari 

W/o No.JC312991k SUB Sridhar 

Chandra Giri R/o 164 Br Coy, 16 

Engr Br Regt (PMS), 

Chandimandir Cantt.Panchkula 

(Haryana) have changed my 

name from Kameswari to 

Chandragiri Kameswari and my 

DOB from 26 Sep 1985 to 01 Jan 

1985 

I, Akshit son of Rajesh 

Kumar Hav (No. 3201392X) 

presently residing at Vill. 

Kharindwa, PO-Kharindwa, Teh. 

Shahabad, Distt. Kurushetra 

(Haryana) 136135 have changed 

my name from Akshit Kumar to 

Akshit vide affiadavit No. 1028 

I, Sudha W/o Ashok Kumar 

Babbar R/o 268, D- Block, Ranjit 

Avenue, Amritsar, Punjab have 

changed my name from Sudha to 

Sudha Babbar. 

I, Subhash Kumar s/o Arjun 

Singh r/o Ward No. 30, Narkatari 

Road, Didar Nagar Kurukshetra 

state that in the birth certificate 

and DMC of my son Sudhir 

Gagat, my name wrongly written 

Subhash Gagat. According to my 

documents, my correct name is 

Subhash Kumar. It should be 

corrected accordingly.  

I  Mool Shankar S/O 

Mahaveer Saran Goyal R/O Hno. 

133 , Model Town , Ambala City  I 

Have Changed My Name Mool 

Shankar Goyal     

I Sarvjeet Chhabra S/O 

Joginder Singh R/O Hno. 395, 

Ward No 7, Krishna Colony, 

Ladwa Distt. Kurukshetra I Have 

Changed My Name From Sarvjeet 

Chhabra To  Sarvjeet Singh 

I  Harsh Bala W/O Sanjay 

Kumar Mehta R/O Hno.  254/5  

Sector-C, Defence Colony, 

Ambala Cantt I Have Changed My 

Name Harsh Mehta 

I Jasvinder Bajwa S/O 

Gurmit Bajwa R/O Hno. 122, New 

Colony Pooja Vihar, Ambala I 

Have Changed My Minor 

Daughter Name Bhavjas To  

Bhavjas Kaur 

I Sanjay Kumar S/O Hardit 

Singh Mehta R/O Hno.  254/5, 

Sector-C, Defence Colony, 

Ambala Cantt  I Have Changed 

My Name Sanjay Kumar Mehta 

I, Tushar S/O Surinder 

Mohan R/O H.No.-1080, Sector-8, 

Ambala, Ambala City, Haryana-

134003 Have Changed My Name 

To Tushar Monga. 

I, Mool Chand S/O Nathu 

Ram R/O H.No.-1861/3, 

Khattrwara, Ambala City, 

Haryana-134003 Have Changed 

My Name To Mool Chand 

Sharma. 

I Sumandeep Kaur W/O 

Yash Pal Singh Brar R/O H.No-

186/4,  Hari Nagar Ambaal City 

Have Changed My Name From 

Sumandeep Kaur To Sumandeep 

Kaur Brar. 

I Sushma Kaur W/O 

Mahinder Singh R/O H.No 34 

Khaira Ambala  Have Changed 

My Name From Sushma Rani To 

Sushma Kaur. All Concerned 

Please Note 

I Kamlesh Devi W/O Jai 

Singh R/O Village Malwa Po 

Baroula Tehsil  & Distt Ambala 

Have Changed My Name From 

Shakuntla Devi To Kamelsh Devi 

After Marriage . In Future I Will Be 

Known As Kamlesh Devi. 

I, Monika Gupta W/O Atul 

Gupta R/O House No-167, Mirpur 

colony, Near Mandir, Teh/Distt 

Pathankot Have Changed My 

Name After Marriage Monika To 

Monika Gupta That Monika Gupta 

And Monika One And Same 

Person. 

I, Smt. Kuljit Kaur W/o No. 

15468136H Late Sow Harjit Singh 

R/o Vill. Hargarh PO Nainowal 

Jattan Tehsil & Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my date of 

birth from 06-05-1979 to 20-12-

1976.  

I, Harpreet Singh S/O 

Madan Singh  R/O Vill Tanda PO 

Purana shalla Distt Gurdaspur 

Declare that I have changed my 

name Harpreet Singh to Singh 

Harpreet, In future Singh is My 

Surname and Harpreet is My 

given name. Concerned note.  

I, Jyoti Kumar s/o Tula Ram 

R/o Kunda Lalowal Po Jangal, 

Tehsil Dinanagar, distt Gurdaspur 

have changed my name from 

Jyoti Kumar to Jyoti Pal. All 

Concerned note. 

I, Savitri Yadawad 

dependent of Yadawad Sudhakar 

of Unit 25 Mech Inf (Recce & Sp) 

(Wh)Bn c/o 56 APO PIN-911725 

s/o Annappa r/o Village Katageri 

Tehsil Athani Distt Belgaum 

(Karnataka) PIN-591304 have 

changed my name from Savitri 

Yadawad to Savitri Sudhakar 

Yadawad due to mistakenly 

entered in Army record. 

I, Kuldip Singh S/o Sucha 

Singh R/o Vill. Jahangir, Amritsar, 

Punjab-143406 have changed my 

name to Kuldeep Singh. 

I, Savita Devi W/o 

Salinderpal R/o Ladwa Road, 

Near Jawala mata mandir, 

Bazidpur, Thanesar, Kurukshetra 

have changed my name from 

Savita to Savita Devi. 

I, Kamlesh Devi W/o 

Mahinder R/o Village Samani, 

Thanesar, Kurukshetra have 

changed my name from Kamlesh 

to Kamlesh Devi. 

I, Sirshti Garg W/o Krrish 

Tayal R/o H.No.1506, Maa Durga 

Enclave, Chandni Bagh Police 

Station, Sector-24, Huda, 

Panipat declare that I have 

changed my name from Srishti 

Garg to Srishti. In future I should 

be known as Srishti. 

I, Arshad S/o Shakur R/o 

H.No.456, gali no.6, ward-18, 

jattal road, Sondhapur Panipat 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Arshad to Arsad in 

future I should be known as 

Arsad. 

I, Kailashwanti w/o Mohan 

Lal R/o Village Baras, Sub Tehsil 

Nissing, District Karnal, Haryana 

have changed my name from 

Kailash Rani to Kailashwanti. In 

future I should me be known as 

Kailashwanti. 

I, Vijay Kumar s/o Sukh 

Dayal r/o #50, Bala Ji Colony, 

Kaithal Road, Karnal, Haryana 

have changed my name from 

Vijay Kumar to Vijay Wadhwa. In 

future I should be known as Vijay 

Wadhwa. 

I,  Sheesh Ram S/o Rishi 

Ram # 2680A, Sector- 27C, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Shish Ram. 

I,  Naresh S/o Anand Singh 

# 1224, Deep Complex, Hallu 

Majra, Chandigarh have changed 

my name to Naresh Kumar. 

I, Raj Kumar alias Madan 

Lal S/o Fateh Singh, R/o Khatkar 

Tehsil Uchana District Jind, 

declare that in my documents my 

name is Raj Kumar and in the 

documents of my son Sandeep, 

my name is Madan Lal. Raj 

Kumar alias Madan Lal, both the 

names belong to the same 

person. 

I Saanvi D/O Vivek Sood 

R/O H.No- 856 Sector- 10 

Panchkula, Have Changed My 

Name From Saanvi To Saanvi 

Sood. 

I Asha W/O Rajesh Kumar 

R/O #23/4, Mohalla No.4 

Jalandhar Cantt, Jalandhar 

Declare That Asha And Suman 

Both Names Are One And Same 

Person I.E. My Names. I Known 

With Both Names. 

I Parmod Kumar S/O 

Madan Lal R/O #111mall Godam 

Road, Sri Muktsar Sahib, Punjab-

152026have Changed My Name 

To  Parmod Saluja. All Concern 

Note It 

I, Lavina Goyal W/O. 

Deepak Goyal R/O. Ward No. 10, 

Aggarsain Colony, Samana, Teh. 

Samana, Distt. Patiala, Punjab, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Lavina Bansal To Lavina Goyal. 

I Pooja Aggarwal W/O 

Neeraj Aggarwal R/O #677, St 

No.10 Gulabgarh Road, Opp 

Paradise Public School, Dera 

Bassi Tehsil Dera Bassi Distt 

Mohali Have Changed My Name 

From Ritu Mittal To Pooja 

Aggarwal 

I Rashim W/O Pardeep 

Singla R/O H.No- 1003a Sector- 

4 Panchkula, Have Changed My 

Name From Rashim To Rashim 

Singla. 

I, Sarabjeeet Kaur W/O 

Charanjit Singh R/O Village 

Bahadurpur, Tehsil Khadoor 

Sahib, Distt. Tarn Taran, I Have 

Changed My Name Sarabjeeet 

Kaur To Sarabjeet Kaur. 

I Gugal S/O Tang Raj R/O 

H.No- 263 Village Nada Sahib 

Sector- 31 Panchkula, Have 

Changed My Name From Gugal 

To Gokul Nath. 

I Veena Rani W/O Mohinder 

Kumar Gupta R/O H.No 488 

Sector 16 Karnal, Have Changed 

My Name From Veena Gupta To 

Veena Rani. In Future Know Me 

With Said Name. 

I, Sonia W/O Malkit Lal R/O 

Vpo Ladhra, Tehsil & District 

Jalandhar, Punjab Have 

Changed My Name Sonia To 

Sonia Devi And My Minor Son 

Name From Jassi To Jassi 

Kumar. All Concerned Note. 

I, No. 15345181n Rank Hav, 

Jagira Ram S/O Kishan Chand 

Presently Working At Unit 57, 

Engr. Regt. C/O 56 Apo, K-Area, 

Zirakpur, Tehsil Derabassi, Distt. 

Sas Nagar (Punjab) Declare That 

The Name Of My Son’s 

Mentioned Incorrect Name As 

Rajvir In My Army Service 

Record, His Correct Name Is 

Rajbir. Concern Please Note 

I, Army No. 1622617Y Rank 

Nayak, 7 RAJ RIFLE  Sandeep 

S/o Rampal R/o Village Baroda 

Teh. Uchana Distt. Jind I have 

declared that my army services 

record wrongly mentioned my 

mother name Krishana Devi, her 

actual and correct name 

Krishana vide affidavit dated 

19.06.2024 attested by notary 

Jind. 

I, Gurwant Kaur Kahlon 

W/O Guriqbal Singh R/O 

H.No.60, Whit Enclave, Near 

Oxford School Majitha Byepass 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Gurwant Kaur 

Kahlon To Gurwant Kaur 

I, Raswinder Kaur W/O 

Rashpal Singh R/O Village Achint 

Kot Po Hoshiar Nagar Tehsil And 

District Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name From Raswinder Kaur 

To Raminder Kaur 

I, Ashok Kumar S/O 

Parshotam Lal. R/O Street No.22 

Dogar Basti Distt Faridkot. Have 

Changed My Name Ashok 

Kakkar To Ashok Kumar. All 

Concerned Pls Note It. 

I, Satiya Rani W/O Ashok 

Kumar. R/O Street No.22 Dogar 

Basti Distt Faridkot. Have 

Changed My Name  Sataya Rani 

Kakkar To Satiya Rani. All 

Concerned Pls Note It. 

I, Harjit Kaur W/O 

Gagandeep Singh R/O H.No.199, 

Garden Enclave, Near Ryan 

International School, Bye Pass, 

G.T Road, Amritar Have Changed 

My Name From Harjit Kaur To 

Harjeet Kaur 

I, No.14932494p Hav Ram 

Chandra Yadav S/O Shyam 

Sunder Yadav R/O Hasanpur, 

Bhikhapur, Jaunpur, Uttar 

Pradesh-222202 Now At 15 Mech 

Inf C/O 56 Apo Have Changed My 

Son’s Name From Krishan Kumar 

To Krishna Kumar Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb26314158314440w 

Dt.18.06.2024 Befrore Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Maninderjeet Singh S/O 

Manjit Singh R/O Village Bhumbli, 

Tehsil & District Gurdaspur, 

Punjab Have Changed My Given 

Name Maninderjeet Singh To 

Surname Is Singh And Given 

Name Is Maninderjeet.  

I, Navdeep Singh S/O. 

Randhir Singh R/O. Village 

Reshiana, Distt.Tarn Taran Have 

Changed My Name Navdeep Is 

My Given Name And Singh Is My 

Surname 

I, Ajay Kumar S/O Vijay 

Kumar R/O 3041a, Chowk Chira 

Gate Hakima, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Ajay 

Kumar To Ajay Mehra 

I, Hemanth Kumar Budagala 

Resident Of Smq 83, Airforce 

Station Amritsar Cantt, Amritsar-

143001 Have Changed My Son 

Name From Budagala Likhit To 

Likhit Budagala Vide Affidavit No. 

In-Pb27107774137372w Dated 

19-06-2024, Before Notary Public, 

Amritsar 

I, Hemanth Kumar Budagala 

Resident Of Smq 83, Airforce 

Station Amritsar Cantt, Amritsar-

143001 Have Changed My Son 

Name From Budagala Mohith 

Krishna To Mohith Krishna 

Budagala Vide Affidavit No. In-

Pb27108134530475w Dated 

19-06-2024, Before Notary Public, 

Amritsar 

I, Budagala Vanajasri 

Spouse Of Hemanth Kumar 

Budagala Resident Of Smq 83, 

Airforce Station Amritsar Cantt, 

Amritsar-143001 Have Changed 

My Name From Budagala 

Vanajasri To Vanajasri Budagala 

Vide Affidavit No. In-

Pb27108278510686w Dated 

19-06-2024, Before Notary Public, 

Amritsar 

I, Radhamany G, Presently 

Residing At Palavila Veedu, 

Edayam, Arackal, Valakom, 

District Kollam, Kerala-691532 Is 

Mother Of No. Jc-390878f Nb/Sub 

Remjith R Posted In 15 Idsr, C/O 

56 Apo, Have Changed My Name 

From Radhamany G To 

Radhamani S Vide Affidavit No. 

In-Pb27108611686576w Dated 

19-06-2024, Before Notary Public, 

Amritsar 

I, Radhamani S, Presently 

Residing At Palavila Veedu, 

Edayam, Arackal, Valakom, 

District Kollam, Kerala-691532 Is 

Mother Of No. Jc-390878f Nb/Sub 

Remjith R Posted In 15 Idsr, C/O 

56 Apo, Have Changed My Date 

Of Birth From 01 Jul 1955 To 17 

Feb 1954 Vide Affidavit No. In-

Pb27108757100855w Dated 

19-06-2024, Before Notary Public, 

Amritsar 

I, Savitri w/o Raj Kumar 

Neek Madan Lal r/o Khatkar tehsil 

Uchana district Jind, declare that 

I have changed my name from 

Savetari to Savitri. 

I, Maninder Kaur W/o 

Harmandeep Singh Boparai, 

House No. 69, Opposite 

Pingalwara, Heaven City, 

Manawala, Amritsar, 

Punjab,143413 have changed my 

name from  Maninder Kaur to 

Maninder Kaur Boparai. 

I, Kamla W/o Sh. Hanuman 

R/o Vill. Chaudhriwas, Tehsil and 

Distt. Hisar declare that in my son 

Ashish School record my name is 

Kamlesh, which is wrong. My 

correct name is Kamla for all 

future purposes. 

I, Pardeep Kumar Sharma 

S/o Sh. Mahender Singh R/o 

Village Sarsana, Teh. and Distt. 

Hisar, Haryana declare that I have 

changed my name from Pardeep 

Kumar Sharma to Pardeep Kumar 

Sharma for all future purpose. 

I, Kavita Sharma W/o Sh. 

Pardeep Kumar Sharma R/o 

Village Sarsana, Teh. and Distt. 

Hisar, Haryana declare that I have 

changed my name from Kavita 

Sharma to Kavita Sharma for all 

future purpose. 

I, Surender S/o Sh. Wazir 

Singh R/o Village Petwar, Teh. 

Narnaund, Distt. Hisar, Haryana 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Surender to Surender 

Hooda for all future purpose. 

I, Samsher Singh Father of 

No.-14945132M Rank NK Name 

Harwinder Singh R/o Vill. Dikh, 

PO Dikh, Teh. Maur Mandi, Distt. 

Bathinda, Punjab-151103 have 

changed my date of birth in army 

record from 01-07-1962 to 01-01-

1961 vide affidavit dated 

18-06-2024 before Session Court 

Hisar. 

I, Parasharam More Father 

of 14849631K Rank HAV/MT 

Name Pandurang More R/o Vill. & 

PO Kinaye, Teh. Belgaum, Distt. 

Belgaum, Karnataka-590014 

have changed my name in army 

record from Parasharam More to 

Parashram Ramu More vide 

affidavit dated 18-06-2024 before 

Session Court Hisar. 

I, Vikas Kansal S/o Sh. Duli 

Chand R/o H.No. 210/3 Ward No. 

34 Janta Colony Rohtak  declare 

That I have changed my minor 

son name from Udit Rai Jain to 

Udit Rai Kansal In future I will be 

called by the name of Udit Rai 

Kansal for all purposes 

I, hitherto known as 

Sushama Rani W/o Sudhir Kumar 

(daughter of Lekh Raj) R/o E/996, 

Dawra Street,  152123 Pb, have 

changed name and shall hereafter 

be known as Rashi Chhabra. 

I, hitherto known as Manpreet 

Kaur W/o Gurpreet Singh Sidhu 

R/o VPO. Jandwala Kharta, 

Fazilka 152123 Pb, have changed 

name and shall hereafter be 

known as Manpreet Kaur sidhu 

I,  Pawan Sood S/o Roshan   

Lal Sood R/o Kashyap Niwas 

Ground Floor Kuftadhar,  Shimla,   

have changed my name  Pawan 

Sud to Pawan Sood. 

I, Parneet Kaur D/o Paramjit 

Singh R/o H.No. 137-C/2, Model 

Town, Patiala (Punjab) declare that 

both name's Paramjit Singh & 

Paramjeet Singh are of my father 

and of one and same person. 

I, Usha Kaushik w/o Sh. 

Vishnu Datt Kaushik R/o H.No. 

141, Sector-13, Sonipat, Haryana, 

My name has been written as 

Usha Rani Kaushik  in my passport 

No. N6608995 whereas my correct 

name is Usha Kaushik. I want to 

change my name in my passport  

as Usha Kaushik instead of Usha 

Rani Kaushik. 

I, Mahalakshmi C is Spouse 

of No. 7782374N, HAV (MP), 

Jagannathan S, residing Village: 

Thimmampet Post Office 

Thimmampet, Tehsil Vaniyambadi, 

Distt Tirupattur State Tamil Nadu 

Pin Code- 635801 have Change 

my name from Mahalakshmi to 

Mahalakshmi C Vide Affidavit 

Dated 19 June 2024 before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I Amardeep Kaur Lamba wife 

of Sumesh Sachdeva Resident of 

House No. 376, Mohalla Pir Baksh, 

Zira District Ferozepur have 

Changed my name to Amardeep 

Kaur After Marriage  

I Sumesh Kumar Son of 

Lachhman Dass Sachdeva House 

No. 376, Mohalla Pir Baksh, Zira 

District Ferozepur have Changed 

my name to Sumesh Sachdeva.  

I, Amritpal Singh Hundal Son 

of Narinder Singh Resident of 

Village Lakho Ke Behram District 

Ferozepur have Changed my 

name to Amritpal Singh. 

I, Drishti D/o Sanjiv Dahiya 

R/o H.No.791/21, Kailash Colony, 

Rohtak, Haryana- 124001. have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be Known as Drishti 

Dahiya 

I, Ruchira Bansal W/o Amit 

Bhatia R/o Rosewood 37 4th Floor, 

Mallbu Town, Sector 47, South 

City-II, Gurgaon, Haryana- 

122018. have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be Known as 

Ruchira Bhatia. 

I, Gagandeep Kaur Devgan 

D/o Vikramjeet Singh Devgan R/o 

Ikolahi, Ludhiana, Punjab- 141401. 

Declare that Name of My Father 

and My Mother has been wrongly 

written as Swaran Singh Devgan 

and Harmeet Kaur Devgan in my 

Education Documents. The actual 

name of My Father and My Mother 

are Vikramjeet Singh Devgan and 

Jatinder Kaur, which may be 

amended accordingly. 

I, Kirandeep d/o Ram 

Lubhaya r/o Village Gurhe, Tehsil 

Nakodar, Po. Sarih, District 

Jalandhar, Punjab- 144043 have 

changed my name to Kirandeep 

Lubhaya. 

I, Anju Bala W/o Janak Raj 

R/o H.No. 54, Manjit Nagar, Po. 

Basti Guzan, Jalandhar-144002, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Anju Bala to Priya. 

I, hitherto Known as Paramjit 

Kumari Sodhi W/o Kamal Nain R/o 

H.No. 76/11 Deol Nagar, Nakodar 

Road, Jalandhar-144003, Punjab 

have changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Paramjit 

Kumari. 

I, hitherto Known as Kamal 

Nain Sodhi S/o Barkha Ram R/o 

H.No. 76/11 Deol Nagar, Nakodar 

Road, Jalandhar-144003, Punjab, 

India have changed my name and 

shall hereafter be known as Kamal 

Nain. 

I, Mandeep Singh Dhillon S/o 

Bhajan Singh R/o Vill. Sattowali, 

Po. Rohjari, Distt. Jalandhar, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Mandeep Singh Dhillon to 

Mandeep Singh. 

I, Harbhajan Singh S/O 

Banta Singh R/O H.NO. 107, 

Bhatmajra, Sarswati Khera, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra, Haryana 

Changed Name Harbhajan Singh 

to Bhajan Singh. 

I, Harleen Kaur D/O Manjit 

Singh R/O Village Gobind Nagar, 

Dera Fateh Singh, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra, Haryana Changed 

Given Name Harleen Surname 

Kaur. 

I, Manpreet Singh S/O 

Raghubir Singh Village 

Dharamgarh, Jind have changed 

my address to Manpreet Singh 

S/O Raghubir Singh Village 

Talhedi, Kurukshetra. 

I, Saurav S/o Sh. Yogender 

Yogi R/o Village Mujadpur Tahsil 

Hansi Disst. Hisar declared that, 

have changed my name Saurav to 

Saurav Kumar for all future 

purposes. 

I   Army  No. 15354951W  Ex  

Hav  Rajender  Singh s/o Ram 

Kumar  resident of  VPO 

Gharauthi,  Tehsil  Rohtak,  District  

Rohtak (Haryana) have changed 

my son name in my   Army Record 

from Suraj Kumar  (existing name) 

to  Suraj  (Proposed new name)  

as per my son Matric Certificate, 

Aadhaar Card/Pan Card. In future 

my son shall may be known/written 

and called as  Suraj for all work 

purposes,  Vide Affidavit dated  

June  2024 before Ist Class 

Magistrate  (Rohtak) 

I, Parmila (existing name) 

widow daughter of  No.  

JC129524Y  Ex  Sub Satbir Singh 

son of Mange Ram resident of  

VPO  Chamariyan,  Tehsil  &  

District  Rohtak (Haryana) have 

changed my  name in my father  

Army records from   PARMILA 

(existing name) to Parmila Devi  

(Proposed new name) my correct 

DOB  01.01.1975 instead of  

01.07.1972  as per my Aadhaar 

Card/Pan Card. In future I shall may 

be known/written and called as 

Parmila Devi (DOB : 01.01.1975) 

for all work purposes,  Vide Affidavit 

dated  JUNE  2024 before Ist Class 

Magistrate  Rohtak 

I   No.  3185361L   Ex Naik  

Harish Chander son of  Shri 

Krishan  resident of  Rajender 

Nagar,  Near Dalal Bhawan,  

Rohtak, Tehsil  &  District  Rohtak 

(Haryana) have changed my  

daughter name in my  Army 

records from  Kumari  Khusbu  

(existing name) to Khushbu 

Kadyan  (Proposed new name) 

my Daughter correct DOB  

16.06.1999  instead of  

16.01.1999   as per my daughter  

Aadhaar Card/Pan Card. In future 

my daughter shall may be 

known/written and called as 

Khushbu  Kadyan (DOB : 

16.06.1999) for all work 

purposes,  Vide Affidavit dated  

June  2024 before Ist Class 

Magistrate  Rohtak 

I Subhash Chander Dogra 

s/o Late Kehar Singh  r/o  h.no  

2819-A, sector 49-B Chandigarh 

have changed my name Subhash 

Chander Dogra to Subhash 

Chander. 

I, Pinki Devi W/o Uttam 

Singh R/o VPO Assan Tehsil and 

District Jind Have Changed My 

Name From Pinki Devi To Pinki. 

I, Uttam S/o Ramphal Singh 

R/o VPO Assan Tehsil and District 

Jind Have Changed My Name 

From Uttam To Uttam Singh. 

I, Shushil Kumar S/o Sh. 

Sham Lal R/o 97/1, Village 

Saharni Distt. Sirsa, (Haryana). 

That I have changed my name 

from Shushil Kumar to Sushil 

Kumar, in future my name is to be 

called as Sushil Kumar. 

I Amarjit Kaur W/O 

Sukhmander Singh R/O Vill. 

Dana Romana Distt. Faridkot 

Have Changed My Name To 

Amarjeet Kaur. 

I Jagrup Singh S/O Kirpal 

Singh R/O Vpo. Hathur Distt. 

Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Jagroop Singh Grewal. 

I Amandeep Kaur Sidhu 

W/O Sukhwinder Singh R/O 

H.No.296-R, Model Town Distt. 

Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Amandeep Kaur. 

I Ram Pabby S/O Amarnath 

Pabby R/O H.No.1446/1/8/D, 

Bharat Petrol Pump Rishi Nagar 

Distt. Ludhiana Have Changed 

My Name To Ram Asra Pabby. 

I Anuradha Pabby W/O 

Manav Pabby R/O 

H.No.1446/1/8/D, Bharat Petrol 

Pump Rishi Nagar Distt. 

Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Anuradha Talwar. 

I Anju W/O Rakesh Kumar 

R/O H.No.443-R, Model Town 

Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Anju Bembi. 

I Mukat Singh S/O Hori Lal 

R/O B-34/2226, St.No.2 Bajwa 

Colony Chander Nagar Distt. 

Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name From Mukat Singh To 

Singh Mukat And Singh Is As My 

Surname And Mukat As My Given 

Name. 

I Simerjit Kaur W/O 

Gurmeet Singh Khosa R/O Vill. 

Kot Karor Khurd District 

Ferozepur Have Changed My 

Name To Simerjit Kaur Khosa. 

I Balvir Singh S/O Sucha 

Singh R/O H.No.148 Beant Nagar 

Moga Have Changed My Name 

To Balbir Singh. 

I Simaranjit Singh S/O 

Jasvir Singh R/O Village Dheha 

Uraf Ram Nagar P.O. Mandiala 

District Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name From 

Simaranjit Singh To Simranjit 

Singh. 

I Manjit Kumar S/O Prem 

Lal R/O Vill. Bassi Mustafa P.O. 

Jahan Khelan District Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

From Manjit Kumar To Kumar 

Manjit. 

I Ranjit Singh S/O Amar 

Singh R/O Vill. Sardulapur P.O. 

Tuto Mazara District Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

To Sukhninder Singh. 

I Pritpal Singh S/O 

Harmesh Lal R/O Vill. Sehjowal 

P.O. Nainowal Jattan District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name From Pritpal 

Singh To Pritpal. 

I Kashmeer Singh S/O 

Shingara Singh R/O Vill. Lamme 

P.O. Sham Chaurasi District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To Kashmir 

Singh. 

I, Sh Kamal Jit Singh 

Father of No 2500176A Hav 

Virender Kumar resident of 

Village- Dharyara, Post- Kanjian, 

Tehsil- Tauni Devi District- 

Hamirpur, State- Himachal 

Pradesh, Pin-177025, have 

changed my name from Kamal 

Jeet to Kamal JIT Singh Vide 

affidavit No IN-

PB26374626278456W dated 18 

June 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Dharmendra Singh 

resident of Village- Bheelam, 

Post- Pata Khas, Tehsil- Hathras, 

District- Hathras, State- UP, Pin-

204213, have changed my 

Daughter  name from Daminy  to 

Daminy Chaudhary Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB27024116769136W 

dated 19 June 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, Bhagyshree spouse of 

No.2807867N Hav Kolate Nilesh 

Ashok resident of Village- 

Pisware, Post- Pisware, Tehsil- 

Purndhar, District- Pune, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-411028, have 

changed my name from 

Bhagyshree to Bhagyashree 

Nilesh Kolate Vide affidavit 

No.03AB. 893545 dated 05 June 

2024 before notary public Pune 

(Maharashtra) 

I, Dharmendra Singh 

resident of Village- Bheelam, 

Post- Pata Khas, Tehsil- Hathras, 

District- Hathras, State- UP, Pin-

204213, have changed my Son 

name from Prashant Singh 

Choudhary  to Prashant Singh 

Chaudhary Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB27023363020608W dated 19 

June 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot. 

I, Gurmail Singh S/o 

Mohinder Singh R/o Village 

Jalanpur (Ludhiana) have 

changed my name to Gurmel 

Singh. 

I Amandeep Singh Mann 

S/O Gurdev Singh R/O Vpo 

Jhorran Tehsil Raikot Distt. 

Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Amandeep Singh. 

I, Ranjit Kaur W/o Gurmit 

Singh R/o Vpo. Kaironwal Teh-

Tarn Taran (Tarn Taran) have 

changed my name from Ranjit 

Kaur to Ranjeet Kaur. 

I, Chander Bhushan S/o 

Abnashi Lal Tuli R/o House No. 

864, Sector-91, JLPL, SAS Nagar 

(Mohali), have changed my name 

to Chander Bhushan Tuli. 

I, Meenakashi Vashishat 

W/o Ajay Kumar R/o #325, St. No 

3. Near PLW/ DCW. Vijay Nagar, 

Patiala (Pb.) have changed my 

name to Meenakshi Vashist. 

I, Sarabjit Singh S/o Nishan 

Singh R/o Village Gharam, Tehsil 

Dudhan Sadhan, District Patiala 

(Pb) have changed my name to 

Sarabjeet Singh. 

I, Lakhbir Singh S/o Kuljit 

Singh R/o Vill:Gill Po. Urmar Teh-

Dasuya (Hoshiarpur) Punjab, 

have changed my name to 

Lakhvir Singh. 

I Malkit  Singh S/o Mehar 

Singh, R/o Nainewal ,Teh Tapa, 

District Barnala have changed my 

name  Malkeet Singh. 

I Sonam Devi W/o No: 

15481619Y DFR Krishan Singh, 

R/o Mirpur, Tehsil Mukerian, Distt. 

Hohsiarpur have changed my 

name from Sonam Kumari to 

Sonam Devi. 

I Ashima W/o Tarun Bansal 

R/o Mal Godam Road, Opposite 

Railway Station, Kotkapura 

(Faridkot) have Changed my 

name to Ashima Bansal. 

I, Shikha Sood W/o Sahil 

Deora R/o Old City Near Kali Mata 

Mandir Kotkapura (Faridkot) have 

changed my name to Neetu 

Deora After marriage. 

I, Davinder Kaur Sandhu 

W/o Lovepreet Singh Brar R/o 

Vpo. Hari Nau (Faridkot) have 

changed my name to Davinder 

Kaur Brar after marriage. 

I, Rajinder Kumar S/o Ram 

Sarup R/o H.No. 169 W.No. 4 

Near Rab Ji Di Kothi Nai Abadi 

Khanna (Ludhiana) have changed 

my name to Rajinder Kumar 

Gupta. 

I, Parampreet Kaur & 

Parmpreet Kaur W/o Mukesh 

Kumar R/o Raj Ghat Road Out 

Side Kasuri Gate Ferozepur City i 

am known by both names as 

above one and is same person. 

I Punjab Singh alias Panja 

Singh Jossan S/o Surjeet Singh 

R/o Village Wahge Wala, PO Khai 

Pheme Ki District Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Name To Punjab 

Singh. 

I Davakar Rai S/O Surju Rai 

R/O Bhullar Colony Street No 5 

Sri Muktsar Sahib Distt Sri 

Muktsar Sahib Have Changed My 

Name To Diwakar Rai. 

I, Nurhiashin  Father Of   No. 

4487271x Rank Hav Name Nafish 

Alam Presently Residing At  

Village - Gandalgachh, Distt - 

Uttar Dinajpur, State - West 

Bengal, Pin – 733202, Have 

Changed  My Name From 

Nurhiashin To Nur Hashim Vide 

Affidavit No. In-

Pb26569244178509w Dated 

18-06-2024 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Rakesh Kumar. R/O 

Village Lokri, Post Office Lokra, 

Tehsil Pataudi, Distt Gurugram, 

State Haryana Pin Code 122414. 

Have Changed My Father Name 

From Mahender To Mahender 

Singh  Due To Wrong Name 

Record In My Army Service 

Record Vide Notary Public, 

Gurdaspur  Affidavit Dated 19-06-

2024. 

I, Rakesh Kumar S/O 

Mahender Singh. R/O Village 

Lokri, Post Office Lokra, Tehsil 

Pataudi, Distt Gurugram, State 

Haryana Pin Code 122414 . Have 

Changed My Mother Name From 

Samit To Sumitra Devi Due To 

Wrong Name Record In My Army 

Service Record Vide Notary 

Public, Gurdaspur Affidavit Dated 

18-06-2024. 

I, No. JC-295178H Rank NB 

SUB Name Narinder Singh 

Presently serving at 171 Fd. Regt. 

C/o 56 APO, Residing at Village 

Dulla Nangal, P.O. Bangowani, 

Tehsil & District Gurdaspur 

Decalre that My Daughter Name 

Wronghly Recorded as Ekamnoor 

Kaur in My Service records, But 

her Correct name is Ekampreet 

Kaur. Concerned Note. 

I, No. JC-295178H Rank NB 

SUB Name Narinder Singh 

Presently serving at 171 Fd. Regt. 

C/o 56 APO, Residing at Village 

Dulla Nangal, P.O. Bangowani, 

Tehsil & District Gurdaspur 

Decalre that My Son Ranbir Singh 

Date of Birth Wronghly Recorded 

26/11/2008 in My Service records, 

But her Correct Date of Birth 

04/01/2009. Concerned Note. 

I, No. JC-295178H Rank NB 

SUB Name Narinder Singh 

Presently serving at 171 Fd. Regt. 

C/o 56 APO, Residing at Village 

Dulla Nangal, P.O. Bangowani, 

Tehsil & District Gurdaspur 

Decalre that My Daughter 

Ekampreet Kaur Date of Birth 

Wronghly Recorded 02/12/2005 in 

My Service records, But her 

Correct Date of Birth 02/01/2006. 

Concerned Note. 

I, No. JC-295178H Rank NB 

SUB Name Narinder Singh 

Presently serving at 171 Fd. Regt. 

C/o 56 APO, Residing at Village 

Dulla Nangal, P.O. Bangowani, 

Tehsil & District Gurdaspur 

Decalre that My Wife Harwinder 

Kaur Date of Birth Wronghly 

Recorded 05/04/1983 in My 

Service records, But her Correct 

Date of Birth 05/04/1985. 

Concerned Note. 
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The sweltering heat sweeping
across Punjab has pushed the

state’s power demand to an
unprecedented high. On
Wednesday, Punjab's electricity
consumption soared to a record-
breaking 16,078 megawatt
(MW), surpassing the previous
year’s peak of 15,325 MW record-
ed on June 23. This spike, driven
by relentless heat and the paddy
sowing season, has put immense
pressure on the Punjab State
Power Corporation Limited
(PSPCL). However, evening
showers in some parts of the State
offer a glimmer of hope for a
potential reduction in demand.

The power demand, which
stood at 15,930 MW on Tuesday,
spiked further on Wednesday,
marking an all-time high.
Officials from PSPCL reported
that during the peak demand,
Punjab's own power generation
capacity was approximately 5,700
MW, while more than 10,300
MW was sourced from the
northern grid.

The power demand in
Punjab has been consistently
high over the past week, hover-
ing above 15,000 MW. According
to the data available, the demand
was 15,478 MW on June 13,
15,815 MW on June 14, 15,448
MW on June 15, 15,030 MW on
June 16, and 15,484 MW on June
17. The high demand has also
increased the strain on thermal
plants across the State. A unit at
the 660 MW Talwandi Sabo
power station tripped due to a
boiler issue, exacerbating the
situation. Consequently, PSPCL
has been compelled to purchase
additional power to meet the
heightened demand, leading to
reports of unscheduled power
cuts in several areas. The soaring
demand has also led to concerns
about coal stocks at various ther-
mal power plants. The Talwandi
Sabo plant has only three days of
coal stock remaining, while other
plants such as Ropar, Goindwal
Sahib, Lehra Mohabbat, and
Rajpura have coal reserves rang-
ing from 13 to 23 days. This has
prompted PSPCL to ensure that
all four units of the Ranjit Sagar
Dam project are operational to
bridge the gap between demand

and supply. The lack of rainfall
has significantly contributed to
the high power demand. The
reservoir level at the Ranjit Sagar
Dam stands at 504.67 meters,
over seven meters lower than the
previous year's level. This deficit
underscores the critical need for
rainfall to alleviate the pressure
on the power grid.

Agricultural activities, par-
ticularly paddy sowing, have
also spiked electricity consump-
tion. Farmers rely heavily on elec-
tric pumps for irrigation, further
straining the power supply. The
PSPCL has assured that power
supply to fields will be prioritized
at night to avoid daytime cuts,
ensuring that agricultural activ-
ities continue without interrup-
tion. Despite the challenges,
PSPCL officials remain opti-
mistic about managing the high
demand. The corporation has
been drawing around 10,000
MW from outside Punjab
through the northern grid, sup-
plementing the state's own gen-
eration capacity. This strategic
approach has so far prevented
widespread power cuts.

However, if the current
weather pattern persists, the
maximum power demand in
Punjab could potentially exceed
16,500 MW in the coming days.
PSPCL is prepared to take addi-
tional measures, including
importing more power and opti-
mizing local generation, to meet
this anticipated demand.

In response to the crisis,
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
had held a meeting with PSPCL

officials to discuss the situation
and formulate strategies to mit-
igate the impact on the public.
The government has assured
residents that all efforts are being
made to prevent power shortages
and maintain a steady supply.

Officials have also appealed
to consumers to conserve ener-
gy. They have recommended
setting air conditioners to 26
degrees Celsius and urged farm-
ers to optimize water use and
consider delaying paddy sowing
by a week. Additionally, the All
India Power Engineers
Federation (AIPEF) had sug-
gested adjusting office hours and
closing commercial establish-
ments earlier to reduce energy
consumption.

With the monsoon season
approaching, light showers are
expected to bring some respite to
the region. However, the imme-
diate outlook remained uncer-
tain, and the state continues to
brace for potential power cuts if
demand remains unchecked.

“The current situation high-
lights the urgent need for sus-
tainable energy management
practices and the importance of
infrastructural resilience in cop-
ing with extreme weather con-
ditions. As Punjab navigates this
power crisis, the collaborative
efforts of the government,
PSPCL, and the public will be
crucial in ensuring that the state
overcomes these challenges with-
out significant disruptions to
daily life and agricultural pro-
ductivity,” said a PSPCL official,
requesting anonymity.
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With the rainy season around
the corner, Punjab Health

and Family Welfare Minister Dr
Balbir Singh on Wednesday
chaired a meeting of the State task
force to chalk-out a strategy to pre-
vent the outbreak of vector-borne
and water borne diseases, includ-
ing Dengue, Chikunguniya,
Malaria, Lymphatic Filariasis,
Japanese Encephalitis and Kala
Azar, in the State.

Dr Balbir Singh, reviewing the

activities being carried out by the
Health Department to deal with
the threat of dengue, malaria and
other vector and water borne dis-
eases, instructed them to concen-
trate on hotspots of these diseases,
which are already identified and
sensitize people of those areas to
keep their surroundings clean.

He also appealed to the peo-
ple to keep vigil and clean all the
vulnerable points including cool-
ers, containers, pots, terrace etc in
the houses, offices or any places
where there is a possibility of stag-
nation of water.
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Congress MLA Rana Gurjeet
Singh has written a letter to

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann expressing concern on the
rapid depletion of groundwater
with the potential of turning into
a desert very fast.  In his letter, he
said among many contributory
factors, the role of paddy culti-
vation is the highest. Unless an
alternative crop is proposed and
incentivised, farmers in the State
are not going to adopt so easily.

He said the cropping pattern
in Punjab is alarmingly chang-
ing and even the Cotton culti-
vators in the Malwa region are
also shifting to paddy cultivation
which besides upsetting the
state’s diversification efforts will
certainly have serious implica-
tions on the groundwater sce-
nario as paddy is the water guz-
zler and the state is fast moving
towards desertification. "The
future appears even grimmer as
the Central Ground Water Board
has estimated that groundwater
aquifers upto the depth of 600 ft.
will run dry in the next 17- 20
years if the present pace of
groundwater exploitation con-
tinues," he said in his letter.

He said the most disturbing
fact of the declining area under
cotton crop cultivation is that the
majority of this area is being
diverted to the paddy crop. An
increase of area under paddy in
one lakh hectares means that
almost 40,000 agriculture pump
sets shall be extracting double the
volume of groundwater, which
was required for cotton crops.

"I would like to suggest that
State’s Agriculture Department,
Punjab Agricultural University
and other allied
departments/institutes should
set up some demonstrative plots
of ‘Monsoon Maize’ in an  area
of approximately 5000 acres all
across the state, in all three
Majha, Malwa and Doaba
regions at farmers’ level under the
guidance of relevant experts. A
compensatory allowance can
also be set up for farmers accru-
ing losses during these experi-
ments," he said in his letter.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Wednesday launched two new
schemes during a state-level
Shramik Jagrukta Evam
Samman Samaroh in Jind. On
the occasion, he disbursed Rs
79.69 crore directly into the
accounts of 1,02,629 workers
under 18 schemes. The list of
new initiatives launched by the
Chief Minister includes
Mukhyamantri Shramik
Panjikaran Protsahan Yojana,
providing an incentive of Rs
1100 to workers upon registra-
tion. Besides this, under the
Kanyadan evam Vivah Sahayata
Yojana, workers will receive Rs
1 lakh 1 thousand for their
daughters' weddings, with 75
percent of the amount being
provided three days before the
wedding. State Industries and
Commerce and Labour
Minister Mool Chand Sharma
was present.

The Chief Minister said
that he had directed the officers
to prepare a list of workers who
had not received any benefits
due to any reason and to release
benefits to all simultaneously.
Today, benefits totaling Rs.
15.07 crore were disbursed
directly into the accounts of
42,166 women for sewing
machines, Rs. 9.95 crore for
19,925 workers under the cycle
scheme, Rs. 15.90 crore to
19,880 workers for purchasing
tools, Rs. 2.96 crore for educa-
tion of 3,068 children of regis-
tered workers and Rs. 7.23

crore for purchasing e-scooters
for 1,446 children received
under the Electric Scooter
Scheme.

Furthermore, financial
assistance of Rs. 12.18 crore was
deposited into the accounts of
1,206 workers under the
Kanyadan evam Vivah Sahayata
Yojana, scholarships totaling
Rs 1.25 crore were given to 379
meritorious children of regis-
tered workers under the
Scholarship Scheme, and finan-
cial assistance of Rs. 7 lakh was
deposited into the accounts of
34 workers under the Financial
Assistance Scheme for their
son's marriage. Besides these,
several crore rupees of benefits
were also provided under other
schemes, said Saini.

The Chief Minister
announced that under the
Mukhyamantri Tirtha Darshan
Yojana, the workers will also get
an opportunity of Ayodhya dar-
shan. He said that the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
the ‘Double Engine ‘Sarkar are
consistently delivering benefits
of schemes to citizens. Union
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
has worked to develop every
individual equally in the state
over the past 10 years, ensuring
today that the benefits of
schemes reach the accounts of
workers through the portal.

Criticizing the Opposition,
Saini said that Congress leaders
claim that if they come to
power, they will close the por-
tals started by the present gov-
ernment. When Congress lead-
ers talk about closing these
portals, it reminds people of cor-
ruption, because during
Congress' government, workers
did not receive benefits, but the
present state government has
ensured that benefits reach
every section through the por-
tal. He said, “Over the past

decade, our government has
provided benefits to workers
under the Ayushman and
Chirayu Scheme. The Congress
government talked about giving
plots to people, but neither did
they give possession of plots nor
did they provide any docu-
ments to them. However, our
government has identified all
such individuals and provided
them with 100-100 square yards
plots along with possession cer-
tificates. Additionally, for those
villages where land is not avail-
able, an amount of Rs. 1 lakh
will be transferred in their
accounts to purchase plots.” He
said that Congress misled vot-
ers, whereas our government
has worked to ensure that the
benefits of schemes reach every
person.

He said, “Our government
is making strong decisions in
favor of the poor, which has
increased people's trust in Prime
Minister Modi and our double-
engine government.”

During the same event,
Saini inaugurated the newly
constructed International Guest
House at Chaudhary Ranbir
Singh University, Jind. The con-
struction cost of this guest
house amounts to Rs 19.20
crore.

During the inauguration,
the Chief Minister said that the
government is actively pursuing
development across various sec-
tors. The newly constructed
guest house within the univer-
sity campus will prove to be
highly beneficial. He under-
scored the increasing demand
for facilities in fields like health-
care and education, affirming
the government's commitment
to meeting these needs. The
Chief Minister expressed con-
fidence that the guest house will
serve as a pivotal milestone in
the university's progress.
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With barely a few months
remaining for the

Assembly elections in the State,
former Haryana Congress
leader Kiran Choudhry and her
daughter Shruti Choudhry on
Wednesday joined the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
the presence of Union Minister
and former Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar and Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini at
the party headquarters in New
Delhi.

After joining the BJP,
Choudhry said she would
“work tirelessly to ensure the
party returns to power in the
state for a third time in a row”.
“Today, I took this decision
because the Prime Minister
has pledged to a developed
India by 2047. I have full faith
that India will shine in the
world. The public welfare work
done by the Prime Minister has
led to the formation of a BJP
government in Delhi for the
third time. I have worked a lot
with Khattar ji. There used to
be a lot of bitterness between
us. But the way he worked has
been my source of inspiration.”

Chaudhary and her daugh-
ter had resigned from the pri-
mary membership of the
Congress on Tuesday, alleging
that the State unit of the
Congress party was being run

as a “personal fiefdom”, in an
apparent reference to former
Haryana Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda. Kiran
was elected a legislator from
Tosham four times in a row --
2005 (bypoll), 2009, 2014 and
2019.

Talking to journalists after
joining BJP, she said, “I was a
very dedicated worker of the
Congress. I dedicated my life to
the Congress with hard work.
But for a few years, I watched
the Haryana Congress become
an individual-centric party.
They didn't want Congress to
go ahead and follow such poli-
cies. So, you can understand
that the Congress would never
have progressed in Haryana.
Big leaders quit the party due
to them...I took this step to
ensure that my workers get
their due rights, equal rights.”

Kiran said, “Now I am also
painted in saffron colour. But
this colour was also the colour
of Choudhary Bansi Lal.” “We
merged the Haryana Vikas
Party into the Congress 20
years ago. Today, I call upon
you to take the flag of the BJP
in your hands, leaving the
Congress’s flag, and move for-
ward till the last moment to
ensure the BJP’s landslide vic-
tory in the Haryana assembly
polls for a third consecutive
term,” she said in her message
to the supporters who had
gathered in large numbers to
witness the joining ceremony.

“From today, our work
begins. Take the name of
Choudhary Bansi Lal and start
working on the BJP’s policies,
hailing the BJP’s top leadership,
and visiting every nook and
corner of Haryana. This will be
our true tribute to Choudhary
Bansi Lal and Choudhary
Surendra Singh,” she added.
She assured the BJP leaders that
she and her daughter Shruti
will work “like grassroots work-
ers” to strengthen the party in
Haryana, western Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Delhi.

“We are ready,” Shruti said,
adding she had joined the BJP
as she was inspired by the
party’s policies and “historic
decisions” taken by Prime
Minister Modi in the past 10
years.
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Soon after she joined the
BJP, the Haryana Congress
wrote to the state assembly
Speaker seeking the disqualifi-
cation of Kiran Choudhry as a
member of the Vidhan Sabha.

In a communication
addressed to Speaker Gian
Chand Gupta, Deputy Leader
of Congress Legislature Party
(CLP), Aftab Ahmed, and CLP
chief whip, B B Batra, men-
tioned that Kiran Choudhry
had been elected as MLA of the
Congress party from Tosham
in Bhiwani after the assembly

polls in 2019.  "It has come to
our notice that Kiran
Choudhry has resigned from
the primary membership of the
Indian National Congress party
on June 18. Furthermore, she
has joined the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in the presence of
BJP leaders on June 19.

"A copy of her resignation
letter addressed to Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
dated June 18 is enclosed here-
with..," they wrote.  The
Congress leaders said accord-
ing to the Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution of India, specifi-
cally Paragraph 2(1)(a), "a
member of a House belonging
to any political party shall be
disqualified for being a mem-
ber of the House if they vol-
untarily give up their mem-
bership of such political party".

Ahmed and Batra said
given that Kiran Choudhry
was elected as a candidate of
the Congress and has now vol-
untarily given up her mem-
bership by joining the BJP, she
stands disqualified under the
provisions of the Tenth
Schedule.

"She has incurred a clear
disqualification and cannot be
counted as a Member of
Legislative Assembly for any
intent and purpose on June 19,
2024," they further wrote,
requesting that a suitable noti-
fication or declaration regard-
ing her disqualification may be
made.

Meanwhile, senior
Congress leader and Sirsa MP
Kumari Selja said that Kiran
Choudhry was treated unfair-
ly in the party.  Selja said, “It
is sad. Kiran has been a veter-
an leader of the party. She had
taken Bansi Lal’s politics for-
ward. This will harm the party.
Her daughter was not given the
ticket, this could be the reason
for her leaving.  Congress
Assandh MLA Shamsher
Singh Gogi also termed Kiran’s
exit unfortunate, asserting that
the party leadership must find
a solution. “I feel sad and I also
regret it. She was in Congress
her whole life and struggled...if
she had some issues, she
should have met the high com-
mand. The high command
also needs to seriously take
cognizance of such inci-
dents...it is the duty of our lead-
ership to find a solution to this.
This is my personal opinion. I
don’t know what happened
exactly but this is very unfor-
tunate,” Gogi said.

However, Haryana
Congress president Udai Bhan
said that the exit of Kiran
Choudhry will not affect the
party. “No this isn’t affecting the
Congress at all...she said that
Congress has no future in
Haryana so she is going there
where she thinks her future is
secured...she left because her
daughter was not given a tick-
et...this has nothing to do with
ideology,” he said.
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In a decisive move to tackle
the escalating drug problem

in Punjab, Chief Secretary
Anurag Verma led a high-level
meeting with top officials from
the Civil  and Police
Administration on
Wednesday. Verma empha-
sized the need for a multi-
faceted approach to combat
drug trafficking and abuse in
the state, identifying key
strategies to address this crit-
ical issue.

Verma, chairing the meet-
ing, underscored the impor-
tance of pinpointing drug
hotspots across Punjab. He
called for stringent action
against chemists selling

banned substances, directing
the Health Department to bol-
ster its drug control capabili-
ties through new recruitments
and promotions.

He also highlighted the
necessity of strict enforce-
ment of the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, ensuring exem-
plary punishment for drug
peddlers and the confiscation
of their properties.

Verma instructed the
Revenue Department and
Police to work collaboratively
to seize properties acquired
through drug money. He
stressed that regular meetings
of the Narco Coordination
Centre (NCORD) should be
held at both state and district
levels to maintain a robust

anti-drug strategy — aimed at
disrupting the financial net-
works that support drug traf-
ficking.

Recognizing the potential
of youth as a pivotal force in
the fight against drugs, Verma
advocated for enhanced sports
activities to channel their ener-
gy positively. The Chief
Secretary was briefed on the

new sports policy, which
includes the establishment of
1,000 new sports nurseries to
serve villages within a three-
four kilometer radius. This ini-
tiative is part of a broader
effort to engage young people
in healthy, productive activi-
ties.

Verma also called on the
Youth Services Department
to increase its offerings, such
as trekking, trails, and tours, to
inspire youth towards good
health and an active lifestyle.
He urged the Rural
Development and Panchayat
Department to encourage local
Panchayats to pledge their
commitment to creating drug-
free villages.

Emphasizing the role of
education in combating drug

abuse, Verma directed the
Departments of Higher
Education and School
Education to educate students
about the dangers of drugs and
promote a healthy lifestyle. He
proposed integrating angan-
wari workers and staff into an
anti-drug mass contact pro-
gram to extend the reach of
these initiatives into the com-
munity.

Verma’s directive to the
Health Department includes
increasing the number of drug
controllers and ensuring they
are equipped to handle the
current challenges.  By
strengthening this sector, the
government aims to curb the
availability of illegal drugs
and ensure compliance with
existing laws.

� Identifying Hotspots
� Cracking Down on

Illegal Chemists
� Interdepartmental

Coordination and
Property Confiscation

� Engaging Youth and
Promoting Sports

� Educational and
Community Initiatives
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The National Security Act
(NSA) detention of pro-

Khalistan ideologue Amritpal
Singh, elected Member of
Parliament from Khadoor Sahib
constituency in the recently-con-
cluded polls, has been extended
by a year, sparking uncertainty
over his temporary release for
taking oath in the Parliament.

Amritpal Singh, along with
his nine associates, remained
detained in Dibrugarh jail in
Assam, despite securing a
resounding victory in the Lok
Sabha elections from Khadoor
Sahib by securing more than
four lakh votes and winning
with the highest margin in
Punjab.

Notably, the Punjab
Government has issued the
order extending their deten-
tion under the NSA just a day
before the results were declared
on June 3.

Sources close to Amritpal
Singh’s family and legal team
expressed surprise and disap-
pointment over the extension,
noting their efforts to shift him
to Punjab ahead of the oath-tak-
ing ceremony.

His family has been making
attempts to relocate Amritpal to
Punjab, and eventually decided
to field him as a candidate in the
Lok Sabha elections, leading to
his surprising and significant
victory.

In an unexpected turn of
events, Amritpal’s electoral win
in Khadoor Sahib was marked
by a decisive margin of 1,97,000
votes. The electorate of Khadoor
Sahib overwhelmingly rejected
traditional parties, showing a
strong preference for Amritpal
despite his ongoing detention.

The NSA allows for the
detention of individuals without
formal charges for up to 12
months, and Amritpal Singh’s
detention has now surpassed
one year. His victory in the elec-
tions, securing a significant
margin of 1.97 lakh votes, has
added to the controversy sur-
rounding his detention under
stringent security laws.

Amritpal’s extended deten-
tion under the NSA has also cast
a shadow over his parliamentary

debut, triggering debates on
civil liberties and political rep-
resentation. As Punjab grapples
with this development, stake-
holders await further legal and
political responses amidst ongo-
ing concerns about democratic
principles and individual rights.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Amritpal’s father said: “It
is shameful that an elected MP,
who won by a record high votes
in Punjab, is being labeled as a
danger to the people, to Punjab,
who elected them as their rep-
resentative.”
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COURT NOTICE 

IN THE COURT OF 

Ms. Kulwinder Kaur Judicial 

Magistrate First Class-4, 

Jalandhar

BALBRO EXPORTS 

Vs.

SARKAR SPORTS 009 

NACT/521/2022

CNR No.:PBJL03-001413-2022

Next Date:- 02-08-2024

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 1. 

SARKAR SPORTS 009 R/O 

KADAMPUR, SAMUKTALA, 

ALIPURDUAR 736206 (WEST 

BENGAL) THROUGH ITS PROP. 

PRATIK SARKAR. 

2. PRATIK SARKAR PROP 

SARKAR SPORTS 009 R/O 

KADAMPUR, SAMUKTALA, 

ALIPURDUAR 736206 (WEST 

BENGAL)

In above tiled Case, the accused 

could not be served. It is ordered 

that accused should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

02-08-2024 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar

Judicial Magistrate

First Class-4, Jalandhar 

Dated, this day of 09-06-2024 

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF 

Ms. Kulwinder Kaur Judicial 

Magistrate First Class-4, 

Jalandhar

PHILLIPS INTERNATIONAL 

Vs.

NEW SPORTS HOUSE 

NACT/982/2022

CNR No.:PBJL03-007857-2022

Next Date:- 16-07-2024

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 1.

M/S NEW SPORTS HOUSE R/O 

SHOP NO.3, GROUND FLOOR 

B.S. DUBEY COMPLEX, NEAR 

HOTEL MANSAROVAR 

SAKHCHI JAMSHEDPUR 

THROUGH ITS PROPRIETOR 

AMAN SHARMA 

2. AMAN SHARMA 

PROPRIETOR NEW SPORTS 

HOUSE R/O SHOP NO.3, 

GROUND FLOOR B.S. DUBEY 

COMPLEX, NEAR HOTEL 

MANSAROVAR SAKHCHI 

JAMSHEDPUR

In above tiled Case, the accused 

could not be served. It is ordered 

that accused should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

16-07-2024 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar

Judicial Magistrate

First Class-4, Jalandhar 

Dated, this day of 09-06-2024 

COURT NOTICE 

IN THE COURT OF 

Ms. Kulwinder Kaur Judicial 

Magistrate First Class-4, 

Jalandhar

JAIN TRADING COMPANY 

Vs.

TECHNO AUTO COMPONENTS 

PVT LTD. 

NACT/21493/22

CNR No.:PBJL03-026244-2022

Next Date:- 02-09-2024

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 2. 

HEMANT MAHAJAN DIRECTOR 

M/S TECHNO AUTO 

COMPONENTS (I) PVT. LTD. 

PLOT NO.21 AND  SECTOR 27/C 

MATHURA ROAD, FARIDABAD 

121003 HARYANA 

3. VINEET KUMAR JINDAL 

DIRECTOR M/S TECHNO AUTO 

COMPONENTS (I) PVT. LTD. 

PLOT NO.21 AND SECTOR 27/C 

MATHURA ROAD, FARIDABAD 

121003 HARYANA 

In above tiled Case, the accused 

could not be served. It is ordered 

that accused should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

02-09-2024 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar

Judicial Magistrate

First Class-4, Jalandhar 

Dated, this day of 09-06-2024 

COURT NOTICE 

IN THE COURT OF 

Ms. Kulwinder Kaur Judicial 

Magistrate First Class-4, 

Jalandhar

JAIN TRADING COMPANY 

Vs.

TECHNO AUTO COMPONENTS 

PVT LTD. 

NACT/21501/22

CNR No.:PBJL03-026242-2022

Next Date:- 02-09-2024

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 2. 

HEMANT MAHAJAN DIRECTOR 

M/S TECHNO AUTO 

COMPONENTS (I) PVT. LTD. 

PLOT NO.21 AND  SECTOR 27/C 

MATHURA ROAD, FARIDABAD 

121003 HARYANA 

3. VINEET KUMAR JINDAL 

DIRECTOR M/S TECHNO AUTO 

COMPONENTS (I) PVT. LTD. 

PLOT NO.21 AND  SECTOR 27/C 

MATHURA ROAD, FARIDABAD 

121003 HARYANA 

In above tiled Case, the accused 

could not be served. It is ordered 

that accused should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

02-09-2024 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar

Judicial Magistrate

First Class-4, Jalandhar 

Dated, this day of 09-06-2024 

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF 

Ms. Kulwinder Kaur Judicial 

Magistrate First Class-4, 

Jalandhar

JAIN TRADING COMPANY 

Vs.

TECHNO AUTO COMPONENTS 

PVT LTD. 

NACT/21503/22

CNR No.:PBJL03-026243-2022

Next Date:- 02-09-2024

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 2.

HEMANT MAHAJAN DIRECTOR 

M/S TECHNO AUTO 

COMPONENTS (I) PVT. LTD. 

PLOT NO.21 AND  SECTOR 27/C 

MATHURA ROAD, FARIDABAD 

121003 HARYANA 

3. VINEET KUMAR JINDAL 

DIRECTOR M/S TECHNO AUTO 

COMPONENTS (I) PVT. LTD. 

PLOT NO.21 AND  SECTOR 27/C 

MATHURA ROAD, FARIDABAD 

121003 HARYANA 

In above tiled Case, the accused 

could not be served. It is ordered 

that accused should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

02-09-2024 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar

Judicial Magistrate

First Class-4, Jalandhar 

Dated, this day of 09-06-2024 

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF 

Ms. Kulwinder Kaur Judicial 

Magistrate First Class-4, 

Jalandhar

JAIN TRADING COMPANY 

Vs.

TECHNO AUTO COMPONENTS 

PVT LTD. 

NACT/21489/22

CNR No.:PBJL03-026241-2022

Next Date:- 02-09-2024

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 2. 

HEMANT MAHAJAN DIRECTOR 

M/S TECHNO AUTO 

COMPONENTS (I) PVT. LTD. 

PLOT NO.21 AND  SECTOR 27/C 

MATHURA ROAD, FARIDABAD 

121003 HARYANA 

3. VINEET KUMAR JINDAL 

DIRECTOR M/S TECHNO AUTO 

COMPONENTS (I) PVT. LTD. 

PLOT NO.21 AND  SECTOR 27/C 

MATHURA ROAD, FARIDABAD 

121003 HARYANA 

In above tiled Case, the accused 

could not be served. It is ordered 

that accused should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

02-09-2024 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar

Judicial Magistrate

First Class-4, Jalandhar 

Dated, this day of 09-06-2024 

LOST NOTICE 

I, Inderjit Singh son of Shri Balveer 

Singh, resident of House No. 16, 

Inderpura Tehsil & District Rupnagar, 

hereby declare that I have the original 

copy of a registry deed vasika No. 69 

dated 07-04-2011 attested by Sub Reg-

istrar Rupnagar, which is I have lost the 

date 20-05-2024. In this regard I have 

registered a police report (DDR No. 

476068/2024) dated 31-05-2024. 

Executive Engineer (Civil & Electrical)
Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and Animal Sciences

University, Ldh. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Vijay Kumar son of Inder Singh R/o 

Village Dangra  District Fatehabad de-

clare that  my original registry papers 

whose Vasika No.696 dated 28.05.2014  

fell and got lost near civil courts Tohana 

on dated 25.05.2024, which have not 

been found even after a lot of searching. 

I want to take a  Loan from Chola Mand-

lam Small Finance Bank  Tohana 

Branch, for which I am mortgaging the 

papers of the said property in the bank. 

If anyone has any objection in this re-

gard, then he can contact on mobile 

number  8570073198 or Chola Mand-

lam Small Finance Bank's branch  To-

hana within 7 days of publication of this 

notice. Rajiv Mangla Advocate, Tohana 

Mobile No 7015827577 

JRM ADARSH 

 BHARTIYA COLLEGE 

OF PHARMACY 

 PATHANKOT

Applications are invited for the post 

of Assistant Professor for B- 

Pharmacy Course, Qualification/ 

pay/ experience as per IKGPTU 

Jalandhar & PCI, New Delhi Norms. 

Mail your resume within 7 days 

@jrmabpathankot@gmail.com. 

Contact No. 9888109547

HIMACHAL PRADESH JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG



Ihave often wondered if
happiness is a choice or
an effort. As I have aged,

I realise that it is a choice for
which one needs to make an
effort. I understand that
happiness derived out of
immersing oneself in the
moment is also meditative. 
A few years back, I was
standing in the airport secu-
rity queue with a grumpy
face. It was an early morning
flight for which I had to
wake up in the dead of the
night. I was also stressed as
I had to make a presentation
to my Board of Directors in
a few hours. In short I had
no reasons to be happy.
In this self-made gloom sur-
rounding me, my eyes fell on
an old gentleman, standing
patiently in front of me. His
cheerful disposition even at
that early hour, despite the
struggle to navigate the slow
moving long queue and the
broad smile on his face as he
walked jauntily for the
mandatory check, was
enough to light up the faces
of everyone around him. He
smiled at the security per-
sonnel, asked his name,
introduced himself and still
laughing, picked up his cabin
baggage and moved on with

a spring in his steps. The
usually taciturn security staff
kept looking at the retreating
back — with a smile on his
face!
We had a laughter club in my
condominium complex.
These sexagenarians to octo-
genarians burst into laugh-
ter at the drop of a hat, obliv-
ious to the smirks of the
other walkers. The laughter
is forced, but the young at
heart are immersed in the
act. They have chosen to
work for happiness,
unmindful of the worry of
the moment.
Children do not need a rea-
son to be happy — they do
not even have to fake it. Each
moment is a miracle for
them. It would not be wrong
to say that they live in the
moment. The purity and

the sheer joy of their happi-
ness is a sight to behold.
I was a young boy of 9. My
brother was 8. We were hav-
ing annual sports in our
school. The winter days were
gloriously sunny. It was a
pleasure to sit on the bound-
ary wall to watch the young
athletes. It was an equally
satisfying act to clap for the
winning heroes. We lost
sense of time, so absorbed
were we in the pleasure of
the moment. This led my
worried and irate father to
march to the school and drag
us back home. The lasting
memory is that of our sitting
on the boundary wall lost in
the joy that it afforded us and
not the subsequent thrash-
ing.
As we grew into adulthood,
with accompanying respon-

sibilities of the daily grind,
lines of frown started
appearing on our foreheads.
We forgot to even smile. We
also forgot to make friends.
We thought that the profes-
sionals that we spent time
with could at best be
acquaintances. We could not
have been farther from truth.
Friends are forever a source
of joy.
Now that we are in the win-
ter of our lives, we realise
that there is so much to be
happy about. The act of
waking up in the morning,
or going about our routine
with our hands and feet and
many other such acts that we
considered mundane in our
younger days, are now
sources of happiness. 
Everyone loves to spend
time with a smiling person,
avoiding a grumpy face. The
world would be happier if all
of us chose to be the lighted
candle of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, “When a happy
person comes into the room,
it is as if another candle has
been lit.”
(The writer conducts work-

shops on creative writing
for young adults and corpo-

rate executives. Views are
personal)
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ing it into the RTE Act, increasing pub-
lic spending and enhancing social infra-
structure. These steps will lay a strong
foundation for India’s future and help
realise the dream of a developed nation.
Investing in ECCE is a strategic imper-
ative that cannot be overlooked if India
aspires to become a global leader by
2047.

Roshan Naik | Kolkata
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Madam — Apropos the news story
“Elder abuse remains an underreport-
ed crisis,” published on June 19, this is
my response. As a daily reader of the
newspaper, I am deeply disturbed by the
alarming statistics on elder abuse. The
fact that 1 in 6 older adults experiences
abuse in community settings is a stark
reminder of the urgent need for concert-

ed action. World Elder Abuse Awareness
Day (WEAAD) is a crucial step in rais-
ing awareness about this issue and
empowering communities to identify
and address it effectively.
I believe that a multifaceted approach
involving awareness, education, legal
measures and societal change is neces-
sary to address elder abuse. It is essen-
tial to educate both the elderly and the
younger generations about the impor-
tance of respecting and caring for the
elderly. The Government, NGOs and the
private sector must collaborate to bridge
the gap between policy and implemen-
tation, ensuring proper care for India’s
elderly population.

Pradeep Kumar | Noida
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Madam — Apropos the news story
“Battling the heat with tribal ammuni-
tion,” published on June 19, this is my
response. As a daily newspaper reader,
I am struck by the diverse range of top-
ics covered in these articles. From the
historical significance of May Day to the
ongoing challenges of terrorism and
global security, each piece provides valu-
able insights into the complexities of
modern society.
The essay on the Kutia-Kondh tribes of
Odisha, highlighting their traditional
methods for coping with heat waves, is
particularly noteworthy. It showcases
the resilience and resourcefulness of
indigenous communities in adapting to
harsh environmental conditions. The
article on China’s two-front problem,
discussing its growing confidence in its
defence capabilities, is also thought-pro-
voking. Overall, these articles demon-
strate the breadth and depth of the
newspaper’s coverage, providing read-
ers with a comprehensive understand-
ing of the world around us.

Preeti Arya | Jind
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Madam — Apropos the news story
“Child Development and National
Progress,” published on June 19, this is
my response. The article rightly high-
lights the critical importance of invest-
ing in early childhood care and educa-
tion (ECCE) to achieve the vision of a
“Viksit Bharat” (Developed India). With
over 50 per cent of India’s population
below 25 years old, nurturing this
demographic dividend through quali-
ty ECCE is paramount. The benefits of
ECCE are multifaceted — it enhances
learning outcomes, positively impacts
personality development and bridges
social equity gaps. Yet, India’s current
ECCE spending is a mere 0.1 per cent
of GDP, far below the recommended
1.5-2.2 per cent.
To make ECCE universally accessible,
the article rightly suggests incorporat-
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, are getting harsher and
louder. Similarly the elec-
tions to the European
Parliament, has thrown a
resurgence of far right par-
ties , which is likely to have
an impact on the geo politi-
cal dynamics for a long time.
What Mr Modi may be com-
forted by, is the fact that he
may not need to look around
for carefully worded diplo-
matic Statements, while
explaining the State of Indian
democracy to the western
nations. In the past few years,
several questions have been
raised across the western
nations and in US regarding
the health of the Indian
democracy, its report card on
minority rights, religious
freedom, existence of press
etc. 
The near majority verdict, by
the Indian electorate, with
ample scope of checks and
balances to keep the party
with highest seats under
leash, a robust opposition
presence in the parliament
would be clear talk point for
PM and his set of diplomats
to set out a gold standard for
democracy, when engaging
with several nations. This
becomes even more robust,
given India’s unblemished
record of being a largely

democratic nation ,with a
huge diverse population, in
a neighbourhood, where
there are several non demo-
cratic regimes, not to forget
the second largest economy
in the world China.
Mr Modi , with his nearly
three decades of experience
as head of the State and
nation, is not new to diplo-
macy and in several inter-
views , leading up to the gen-
eral elections, has articulat-
ed his target of enhancing
India’s global image. 
The grand spectacle around
G20 (not to forget back
room diplomatic negotia-
tions to arrive at a joint
Statement), several high
level State visits, a bunch of
rescue operations carried
out for citizens and neigh-
bours from war torn areas,
supply of emergency medi-
cines during Covid, are all
pointers towards the focus
the Prime Minister’s Office
attaches on global reputa-
tional management. PM’s
first visit in his third term to
meet the G7 leaders, is a
reassurance of continuity,
as well as scoping out newer
engagement roadmaps with
existing and potential new
allies. 
Mr Modis’ visit to Italy

comes at a time when the
Ukraine war is unrelenting
and despite severe reluc-
tance , there seems to be
chinks in the united
European approach towards
the aggressor Russia . Many
of them, would have , simi-
lar concerns regarding
Israel’s war on terror , which
has refused to die down in
months. It may be recalled
that both Israel and Russia
are close allies of India and
India has so far walked a
tightrope when commenting
both of these volatile situa-
tions. 
The dynamics of the past
relationship , while building
deeper relations with recent
allies such as US are likely to
be a sensitive diplomatic
trope. It is no wonder , that
PM Modi has picked up S
Jaishankar, a seasoned diplo-
mat as the External Affairs
minister for a second term,
to retain the continuity and
foreign policy focus achieved
during his last term. The
evolving geo political land-
scape and India’s role in
global affairs would contin-
ue to be tested and chiselled
in days to come.
(The writer is a special cor-

respondent with The
Pioneer; views are personal)
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In less than a week of
assuming office as the
Prime Minister for the
largest democracy in the
world, Mr Modi, is back

where he excels. He was in Italy
this week, meeting the leaders
from the powerful group of
nations also known as the G7.
On the sidelines were several
bilateral meetings with leaders
of African, Arab nations,
besides several clear messages
to the primarily American and
European groups leaders.
This was PM Modi’s first trip
abroad, after assuming office for
a third time ( a remarkable feat
in itself) , where nearly 670 mil-
lion voters , patiently waited in
queues , under an extremely
harsh summer sun, over a peri-
od of nearly two months , to
choose the leader of the largest
democracy. PM Modi and his
party, despite, setting really
ambitious expectations , could
not manage a majority by itself
and is now dependent on a
bunch of pre poll alliance polit-
ical parties , to lead the National
Democratic Alliance
Government. This assumes sig-
nificance at a time when sever-
al parts of Europe, not to men-
tion US are going their own set
of democratic churns. The US
goes to poll end of the year and
voices on either side of the aisle
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Kularani Kapoor | Ranchik
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Agriculture has always
been a cornerstone of
India’s economy and

social structure. Despite its
critical role, the sector has wit-
nessed a turbulent relationship
with the central Government
in recent years. The Union
Government’s ambitious
promises and subsequent poli-
cies aimed at revolutionizing
agriculture have often been
met with skepticism and anger
from the farming community.
This discontent was vividly
reflected in the recent gener-
al election results in States like
Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab
and Uttar Pradesh. The deep-
seated issues that plagued the
sector, including the con-
tentious farming laws and the
unmet demand for legal guar-
antee to Minimum Support
Price (MSP), continues to fuel

farmers’ agony and anger. 
Around 65 per cent of India’s
population lives in rural areas,
with 47 per cent reliant on
agriculture. Despite India’s
rapid economic growth, agri-
cultural income has stagnated,
averaging about Rs 10,000
rupees monthly in 2019, with
half of the families in debt and
lacking traditional financing.
Public spending on farming
has declined over the past
decade and needed reforms

have not been implemented.
Consequently, the agriculture
sector, which employs nearly
half of India’s workforce, con-
tributes less than a fifth to the
GDP. Modi’s promise to dou-
ble farmers’ income by 2022
remains unfulfilled.
The Modi Government’s first
tenure starting in 2014 saw a
significant focus on agricul-
ture, with promises to double
farmers’ income. However,
these promises were over-
shadowed by controversies
and policies perceived as anti-
farmer. Agony and anger of
farmers reached its tipping
point in 2020-21 and nation-
wide protests begun against
controversial farm laws aimed
at easing rules for crop sales,
pricing and storage. The
protests ended after Modi
promised to repeal the laws.

Farmers demanded legally
guaranteed MSP for 23 crops,
set at 50 per cent above pro-
duction costs, as recommend-
ed by scientist MS
Swaminathan. While the
Government sets MSPs for 22
crops, it primarily buys only
wheat and rice for welfare
programs and private buyers
aren’t legally required to pay
MSP. The controversial farm-
ing laws were aimed at liber-
alizing the agricultural sector
but were seen by many farm-
ers as a threat to their liveli-
hoods. The prolonged protests
that followed led to the even-
tual withdrawal of these laws,
yet the underlying discontent
persisted. The recent Lok
Sabha elections reflected this
ongoing anger, with significant
losses for the ruling party in
agricultural strongholds. What

future awaits Indian
Agriculture Ministers? Newly
appointed Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan will have to bring in
all his expertise and experience
of transforming Madhya
Pradesh agricultural landscape
at national level to address the
challenges. 
He must curious and cautious
about the fate of his predeces-
sors. Initiator of the Soil Health
Card scheme, under then
Union Agriculture Minister
Radha Mohan Singh was
never inducted in the Cabinet
again. The scheme, intended to
boost soil productivity, ended
up mired in inefficacy and
controversy. The subsequent
minister, including Narendra
Singh Tomar shifted to
Madhya Pradesh State politics
and now he is speaker in

Assembly. Recently, Arjun
Munda, faced electoral defeat.
Defeat of Junior Ministers
Kailash Choudhary and
Sanjeev Balyan also indicate
farmers’ dissatisfaction with
the Government’s agricultur-
al policies. A critical demand
from the farming community
has been the legal guarantee of
MSP. The Government’s failure
to address this demand has
been a significant source of
anger. Farmers argue that a
legally guaranteed MSP would
provide a safety net against
market fluctuations and
exploitation by middlemen.
Despite multiple assurances,
the Modi administration has
not enacted legislation to this
effect, fueling the perception
that their interests are being
ignored.
Experts argue that legally guar-

anteeing MSP could create a
fiscal burden and potential
inflationary effects. 
However, opinions differ on
this impact. Some believe
that containing cultivation
costs could mitigate inflation
concerns. The cost of MSP
implementation for all crops
is also uncertain, varying with
market prices, Government
procurement quantities and
duration. Estimates range
widely, from CRISIL Market
Intelligence & Analytics’ 210
billion rupees to other ana-
lysts’ 10 trillion rupees annu-
ally.
A more effective approach
might be direct income sup-
port linked to farmland invest-
ment. Additionally, revamping
the current procurement
process. Farmers could also
benefit from a price stabiliza-

tion fund to cover the differ-
ence when market prices fall
below MSP levels. This com-
bination of strategies could
better support farmers without
causing significant fiscal or
inflationary issues. In response
to the ongoing challenges in
the agricultural sector, the
Modi 3.0 Government is
poised to introduce several ini-
tiatives aimed at placating the
agrarian community. 
Among these, the Krishi Sakhi
Convergence Program (KSCP)
stands out as a significant and
ambitious effort. Modi 3.0
Government’s focus on agri-
culture, marked by programs
like the KSCP, reflects a recog-
nition of the critical role farm-
ing plays in India. 

(The author is a senior jour-
nalist; vews expressed 

are personal)
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ence manifested itself by controlling
countries through money, debt and
media. Colonialism was replaced by
neo colonialism - the control of
countries though independent in
name through many means, but
namely through the media, money
and debt. Herein, NAM’s purpose
remained unfulfilled. 
In the context of Britain, King
Charles III, while on a visit to Kenya,
rendered his profound apologies for
unleashing reigns of dictatorial
oppression by his many predeces-
sors within the colonised countries
is a significant historical Statement.
Now the United Kingdom’s diplo-
matic intentions are clear. It seeks
to enter into partnerships with
countries based on motto of mutu-
al respect. A free trade deal between
the United Kingdom and India like-
ly to be implemented in New Year
may be cited as a case in point. That
is slated to pave the way for bring-
ing together the two countries as
equals.
But France, once regarded as
Britain’s close competitor with
respect to setting up colonial hege-
mony in countries has not expressed
such feelings of remorse over its past
deeds. On the contrary, they have
the audacity to run their fiefdom of
neo-colonialism with alacrity.
As a matter of fact, France is run-
ning its writ in so-called indepen-
dent countries of West and central
Africa by controlling two currencies,
the west and central African francs.
Notably the two currencies are
used by 14 African countries.
France’s diktat is : these countries
must deposit 50 percent of their for-
eign assets in the French Treasury.
Obviously France’s intention to
maintain economic hegemony over
them is loud and clear. These coun-
tries have been bearing the brunt of
France’s disdainful economic activ-
ities for decades after colonialism
was considered to have ended.
France behaved obsequiously with
these countries for its own advan-
tages. 
Desperation of these nations—who
are only independent in name and
not in realty—could be gauged by
the fact that in the past twelve
months almost all countries in
French-speaking Africa have asked

French military, diplomats and
businessmen to leave their lands for
good. 
More or less France is engaged in
the same agonising activities against
the countries in other parts of the
world where France has daringly
disallowed any further indepen-
dence. 
For instance, in 2021 the French ter-
ritory of New Caledonia in the
South Pacific faced the diabolical
designs of France as the last of three
independence referenda was delib-
erately thwarted by security pres-
sure. The island of Corsica in the
Mediterranean witnessed the mur-
der of a freedom fighter which even-
tually culminated into island-wide
riots leaving 76 policemen injured
in its wake. 
Paradoxically France has even fur-
thered its neo-colonial interests in
countries which were never part of
its erstwhile empire. In the last two
years France has thwarted plans for
a peace process in the south
Caucasus, ostensibly to please
Armenia with whom it has entered
into deal of arms sales. French diplo-
mats have publicly reprimanded
Azerbaizan, Armenia’s neighbour.
Not only this, but also those diplo-
mats instigated the million-strong
Armenian diasporas in France to
pressurise lawmakers in the French
National Assembly to pass laws
against Azerbaijan ; also they left no
stone unturned in maligning the
country in French media. 
Whether to say unlikely coincidence
or no coincidence at all, Azerbaijan
is now at the helm of NAM as its
chairperson. After assuming office
of chairperson, Azerbaijan had
vowed to win back a quarter of the
territory of its country known as
Nagorno-Karabakh which was ille-
gally occupied by Armenian neo-
colonialists for three decades. 
In a 44-day war against Armenia in
2020 and later a 24-hour military
operation against it in 2023,
Azerbaijan finally got back its occu-
pied territories. The fact of
Azerbaijan winning back its occu-
pied territories from Armenia did
not go down well with France. It
reflected in France’s action of using
its power initially and unabashed-
ly to undermine European Union-

led peace negotiations from with-
in; it sent senior French politicians
- including the Mayor of Paris - to
Nagorno-Karabakh before its liber-
ation to praise Armenian separatist
leaders. In sheer violation of inter-
national law related to war, France
did not think twice before allowing
its own citizens of Armenian
descent to fight in the 2020 conflict
without penalty.
There are no two opinions about the
fact that in order to impede such
attempts of geopolitical manipula-
tion, NAM was set up. Azerbaijan’s
leadership has resuscitated the
group which is evident from inter-
national media in far off Australia
confirming and writing to vouch for
it: “There is life in the Non-Aligned
Movement Yet”.
In January 2024, Uganda will take
the Chairmanship baton from
Azerbaijan. To Uganda’s utter dis-
comfiture; it is also shackled with
tentacles of neo-colonialist powers
who have asked this traditionalist
country to abrogate a law on child
protection. 
The inherent motive of neo-colo-
nialist powers is to widely spread
and teach modern western social
mores in Ugandan schools. The
Ugandans have out rightly
renounced this socially and cultur-
ally demeaning directive. It is also
for India to stand with
Uganda—independent and fellow
NAM’s member—and repudiate
the unwarranted interference in the
Ugandan education system.
With NAM rejuvenating in a new
avataar(incarnation), it is high time
for all its members alongwith its co-
founder India to get their acts
together and set up a cohesive
group with a view to fight against
the act of usurping the sovereignty
and wherewithal’s of countries by
neo-colonialists belonging to both
western and eastern bloc. 
If not intervened by NAM members
now and left unchecked, the ever-
burgeoning presence would get the
world poorer, unsafe and suscepti-
ble to conflicts. Therefore Churchill’s
advice to learn from history has not
lost relevance in these modern
times. 

(The author is a columnist, views
are personal)

British Prime Minister Winston
Churchil was quoted as saying :
“Those who forget history and do
not learn from it are condemned
to repeat it”. Churchill’s remark

coming as it did from excerpts of his 1948
speech delivered in House of Commons was
purportedly made against his predecessor
whose failure to re-equip the country with
requisite arms and ammunition made sec-
ond world war ineluctable.
On one hand, he cast aspersions on the dark
side of colonialism. Paradoxically on the
other, he, the great liberator of Europe,
opined that colonialism should have con-
tinued in Asia and Africa in the wake of
winning second world war..
The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
which India manned as a founding mem-
ber in 1955, was established in the aftermath
of the Second World War, ostensibly with
a view to safeguard the country’s sovereign-
ty, integrity from the evil designs of colo-
nialists. As is well known, during ‘50s and
later a sizeable number of countries were
unshackled from the chain of colonialism.
They joined NAM en bloc ; and soon the
organisation became a force to be reckoned
with and played a pivotal role as a mouth-
piece for freedom of its members in the
world besieged by the Cold War. With
diplomatic sleight of hand, its most vocal
member-countries introduced in its organ-
isational charter the “neutralist policy” to
be followed by other member-countries.
Under the diplomatic scheme of things,
member-countries would resist temptations
and allurements offered either by capital-
ist West or the communist East to make
them their allies. Instead in the quagmire
unleashed by two superpowers, the organ-
isation opted the middle path and stood tall
as “third formidable forum”.
As a matter of fact, nothing illustrates the
fact of NAM being a power broker more
explicitly than the “swing votes” at the UN
courted and shared by the east and west
bloc. It provided succour to erstwhile
have-not countries. Proof of pudding is in
eating. The fact that most of the countries
in the world refused to kowtow to either
bloc spoke volumes about its sustenance as
an independent entity. All this notwith-
standing, Churchill was seemingly opinion-
ated in his views about countries including
India that they might have failed to learn
from history. Without a powerful deterrent
force against colonialism, possibilities for
it to resurface again could not be ruled out.
It might metamorphose into different
forms in sync with different age. 
Undeniably, after the collapse of Cold War,
NAM’s relevance was on decline. Many fac-
tors which constituted early and undisput-
ed principles of the Movement were blown
to smithereens. A case in point: Economic
Self-reliance. In the charter of Movement,
Self-reliance acquired an ideological role as
bulwark against economic aggression per-
petrated by multinationals and monopolis-
tic commercial, financial and industrial
companies. Conflicting nature of Statements
emanating from member-countries and
incidents of trading charges amongst them
on diplomatically impertinent issues led to
strengthen the belief that the organisation
had digressed from its chosen path and its
future seemed bleak. .
Today it goes without saying that the war
of attrition against colonialism was far from
over during the post-war period. What
could not be pre-empted by NAM to hap-
pen was the rising graph of neo-colonial-
ism presence in the countries ; and its pres-
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin and North Korean

leader Kim Jong Un signed a new
partnership that includes a vow
of mutual aid if either country is
attacked, during a Wednesday
summit that came as both face
escalating standoffs with the
West.
The deal, which the leaders said

covered areas including security,
trade, investment, and cultural
and humanitarian ties, could
mark the strongest connection
between Moscow and
Pyongyang since the Soviet
Union collapsed in 1991. Both
leaders described it as a major
upgrade of their ties.
The two met as Putin visited
North Korea for the first time in
24 years. The summit came as the
US and its allies express growing
concerns over an arms arrange-
ment in which the country pro-
vides Moscow with badly need-
ed munitions for its war in
Ukraine in exchange for econom-

ic assistance and technology
transfers that could enhance the
threat posed by Kim’s nuclear
weapons and missile programme.

Kim said that the deal was the
“strongest ever treaty” between
the two nations, putting the rela-
tionship at the level of an alliance,

and vowed full support for
Russia’s war in Ukraine. Putin
said that it was a “breakthough
document” reflecting shared
desire to move relations to a high-
er level. The North Korean leader
gave Putin a lavish welcome,
meeting him at the airport
Tuesday night, where the two
shook hands, hugged twice and
then rode together in a limousine
in a huge motorcade that rolled
through the capital’s brightly
illuminated streets, where build-
ings were decorated with giant
Russian flags and portraits of
Putin.
After spending the rest of the
night at a state guest house,
Putin attended a welcoming cer-
emony at the city’s main square,
filled with what appeared to be
tens of thousands of spectators,
including children holding bal-
loons and people wearing coor-
dinated t-shirts in the red, white
and blue of the Russian and
North Korean flags. Huge crowds
lined up on the streets to greet
Putin’s motorcade, chanting

“Welcome Putin” and waving
flowers and North Korean and
Russian flags.
Putin and Kim saluted an hon-
our guard and walked across a
red carpet. Kim then introduced
key members of his leadership
including Foreign Minister Choe
Son Hui; top aide and ruling
party secretary Jo Yong Won; and
the leader’s powerful sister, Kim
Yo Jong.
As the talks began, Putin thanked
Kim for North Korea’s support
for his war in Ukraine, part of
what he said was a “fight against
the imperialist hegemonistic poli-
cies of the US and its satellites
against the Russian Federation”.
Putin hailed ties that he traced
back to the Soviet army fighting
the Japanese military on the
Korean Peninsula in the closing
moments of World War II, and
Moscow’s support for Pyongyang
during the Korean War. Kim said
Moscow and Pyongyang’s “fiery
friendship” is now even closer
than during Soviet times, and
promised “full support and sol-

idarity to the Russian govern-
ment, army and people in carry-
ing out the special military oper-
ation in Ukraine to protect sov-
ereignty, security interests and
territorial integrity”.
It wasn’t immediately clear what
that support might look like. Kim
has used similar language in the
past, consistently saying North
Korea supports what he describes
as a just action to protect Russia’s
interests and blaming the crisis on
the US-led West’s “hegemonic
policy”. North Korea is under
heavy UN Security Council sanc-
tions over its weapons program,
while Russia also faces sanctions
by the United States and its
Western partners over its aggres-
sion in Ukraine. US and South
Korean officials accuse the North
of providing Russia with artillery,
missiles and other military equip-
ment for use in Ukraine, possi-
bly in return for key military tech-
nologies and aid. Both
Pyongyang and Moscow deny
accusations about North Korean
weapons transfers, which would

violate multiple UN Security
Council sanctions that Russia
previously endorsed. Along with
China, Russia has provided polit-
ical cover for Kim’s continuing
efforts to advance his nuclear
arsenal, repeatedly blocking US-
led efforts to impose fresh UN
sanctions on the North over its
weapons tests.
In March, a Russian veto at the
United Nations ended monitor-
ing of UN sanctions against
North Korea over its nuclear pro-
gramme, prompting Western
accusations that Moscow is seek-
ing to avoid scrutiny as it buys
weapons from Pyongyang for use
in Ukraine. Putin’s foreign affairs
adviser Yuri Ushakov told
reporters in Pyongyang that the
two leaders exchanged gifts after
the talks. 
Putin presented Kim with a
Russian-made Aurus limo and
other gifts, including a tea set and
a naval officer’s dagger. Ushakov
said that Kim’s presents to Putin
included artworks depicting the
Russian leader.
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Paris (AP): A French police
officer in the northern suburbs
of Paris opened fire and killed
an attacker on Wednesday who
assaulted a cleaning worker
with a screwdriver and also
injured another police officer,
police said. The cleaning work-
er suffered “several blows” with
the screwdriver, but the extent
of the injuries wasn’t immedi-
ately clear, police said.A police
officer who sought to intervene
also suffered an arm injury,
police said.Another officer then
opened fire, killing the attack-
er, police said. 
Police said they had no other
immediate information about
the attack in the Paris suburb
of Aubervilliers, including
about the attacker’s gender or
possible motives.
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Nine people were killed
and more than 40 injured

when a fire set off explosions
at a military ammunition
depot in Chad’s capital, an offi-
cial  said Wednesday.
Government spokesperson
Abderaman Koulamallah said
46 people were being treated
for various injuries after the
explosions jolted residents
from their sleep late Tuesday
in the Goudji district of the
capital, N’Djamena. The situ-
ation has been brought under
control, Koulamallah said. The
explosions lit up the sky as
thick smoke covered the
clouds in the West African
nation, setting off frantic
efforts to extinguish the fire as
residents fled their homes for
safety.
The cause of the fire was not
immediately clear,  and
President Mahamat Deby Itno
said an investigation would be
conducted. 

“Peace to the souls of the vic-
tims, sincere condolences to
the bereaved families and
quick recovery to the injured,”
Deby said on Facebook. He
later visited the scene of the
accident as well as hospitals
where the injured were being
treated.
People living in the area pan-
icked, thinking the explosion
was an armed attack, resident
Oumar Mahamat said.
Local media reported the
blasts started just before mid-
night as nearby buildings
shook and ammunition was
thrown from the depot with
explosive force.
Authorities called on residents
to stay out of the area, which
was taken over by security
forces gathering the scattered
artillery shells.
Allamine Moussa, a resident,
called on the government to
“come to our aid urgently”
after he and other residents
fled their homes.
“Many families have recorded

deaths and it’s sad,” Moussa
said.Chad, a country of near-
ly 18 million people, has been
reeling from political turmoil
before and after a controver-
sial presidential election that
resulted in Deby Itno’s victo-
ry. He had led the country as
interim president during the
period of military rule that fol-
lowed the death of his father
in 2021.Cameron Hudson, an
Africa expert at the Center for
Strategic and International
Studies, said the explosions
might not be entirely coinci-
dental and “feels more like a
message” to the government,
which has been embroiled in
internal political tensions and
as well as regional tensions
over the war in neighboring
Sudan. 
Recent claims about Chad’s
alleged involvement in the
war in Sudan create an unten-
able position at home for Deby
Itno, said Hudson, a former
U.S. official. “A house divided
cannot stand.” 
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Abulk carrier sank days after
an attack by Yemen’s Houthi

rebels believed to have killed
one mariner on board, author-
ities said early Wednesday, the
second ship sunk in the rebels’
campaign. The sinking of the
Tutor in the Red Sea marks what
appears to be a new escalation
by the Iranian-backed Houthis
in their campaign targeting
shipping through the vital mar-
itime corridor over the Israel-
Hamas war in the Gaza Strip.
The attack comes despite a
monthslong US-led campaign
in the region that has seen the
Navy face its most-intense mar-
itime fighting since World War
II, with near-daily attacks target-
ing commercial vessels and
warship.
Liberian-flagged, Greek-owned-
and-operated Tutor sank in the
Red Sea, the British military’s
United Kingdom Maritime
Trade Operations centre said in
a warning to sailors in the

region.“Military authorities
report maritime debris and oil
sighted in the last reported
location,” the UKMTO said.
“The vessel is believed to have
sunk.”
The Houthis, quoting foreign
reports in media outlets they
control, acknowledged the sink-
ing. The US military did not
acknowledge the sinking, nor
did it respond to requests for
comment.The Tutor came
under attack about a week ago
by a bomb-carrying Houthi
drone boat in the Red Sea. John
Kirby, a White House national
security spokesman, said on
Monday that the attack killed “a
crew member who hailed from
the Philippines”. The Philippines
has yet to acknowledge the
death, but the man who had
been aboard the Tutor has been
missing for over a week in the
Red Sea, which faces intense
summertime heat.The use of a
boat loaded with explosives
raised the spectre of the attack
in 2000 on the USS Cole, a sui-

cide assault by al-Qaida when
the warship was at port in the
Yemeni city of Aden, killing 17
on board. The Cole is now part
of a US Navy operation in the
Red Sea led by the aircraft car-
rier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower
to try and halt the Houthi
attacks, though the rebels con-
tinue their assaults. The Houthis
have launched more than 60
attacks targeting specific vessels
and fired off other missiles and
drones in their campaign that
has killed a total of four sailors.
They’ve seized one vessel and
sunk two since November. A
US-led airstrike campaign has
targeted the Houthis since
January, with a series of strikes
May 30 killing at least 16 peo-
ple and wounding 42 others, the
rebels say. In March, the Belize-
flagged Rubymar carried a load
of fertilizer sank in the Red Sea
after taking on water for days
following a rebel attack.The
Houthis have maintained their
attacks target ships linked to
Israel, the US or the UK.

However, many of the ships
they’ve attacked have little or no
connection to the ongoing
Israel-Hamas war. The war in
Gaza has killed more than
37,000 Palestinians there, while
hundreds of others have been
killed in Israeli operations in the
West Bank. It began after
Hamas-led militants attacked
Israel on October 7, killing
about 1,200 people and taking
around 250 hostage. A recent
report by the US Defence
Intelligence Agency acknowl-
edged container shipping
through Red Sea has declined by
90 per cent since December
over the attacks. As much as 15
per cent of the world’s maritime
traffic flows through that corri-
dor. Meanwhile on Wednesday,
the Houthis said US-led
airstrikes targeted Raymah, a
province in Yemen under rebel
control. The Houthi-controlled
SABA news agency described a
local radio station’s building as
being “totally destroyed” in the
strikes. 
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Ablast of heat and humidi-
ty in the Midwest and

Northeast days before the offi-
cial start of summer put a wet
blanket on outdoor activities
from festivals to sports camps
as officials urged people to take
precautions.  Cities that
opened cooling centers this
week advised that Wednesday’s
Juneteenth holiday means
some public libraries, senior
centers and pools where resi-
dents could beat the heat will
be closed.The dangerous tem-
peratures were expected to
peak in the eastern Great Lakes
and New England on
Wednesday and Thursday, and
in the Ohio Valley and Mid-
Atlantic on Friday and
Saturday, the National Weather
Service said. Heat index read-
ings were expected to reach
100 to 105 degrees (37.7 C to
40.5 C) in many locations.

People and even zoo animals
were forced to find ways to
thwart the muggy weather.
An organization that provides
produce to areas with limited
access to fresh food in
Columbus, Ohio, prepared
frozen towels and packed cold
water for their workers.
“Hydration is the key,” said
Monique McCoy, market man-
ager for the Local Matters
Veggie Van.
In Toledo, Ohio, the city can-

celed a weekly fitness event and
a neighboring suburb called off
a street fair as temperatures
reached the mid-90s (about 35
C). A food bank in upstate
New York canceled deliveries
for Wednesday out of concern
for staff and volunteers.
Schools in New York canceled
field trips Tuesday to the
Rosamond Gifford Zoo in
Syracuse, where workers
turned on water misters for vis-
itors and the animals.

Elephants and other animals
were getting chunks of ice in
their pools, said Ted Fox, the
zoo’s executive director.
“Even the tigers love to lick the
ice and put their heads on
them when it’s this warm,” Fox
said.
The blast of extreme temper-
atures came a little too early for
many.
“This is hot for just moving in
to summer, so I’m hoping that
we’re going to see the down-
ward trend in the temperature
here soon because this is a
warm one,” said Krista
Voltolini, who was selling pro-
duce at a farmer’s market in
Columbus. A recent study
found that climate change is
making heat waves move more
slowly and affect more people
for a longer time. Last year, the
U.S. saw the most heat waves
— abnormally hot weather
lasting more than two days —
since 1936. 
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United Nation (AP): The
Sudanese government has
accused the United Arab
Emirates of fuelling the 14-
month war in the African coun-
try by providing weapons to a
rival paramilitary force. The
UAE dismissed the allegation as
“ludicrous,” calling “a shameful
abuse by one of the warring par-
ties”.
The clash came during a UN
Security Council meeting at
which Assistant Secretary-
General Martha Pobee warned
that atrocities are being commit-
ted along ethnic lines in Sudan’s
western Darfur region.
She urged an immediate cease-
fire in the North Darfur capital,
El Fasher, which is besieged by
the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces, “to prevent further atroc-
ities, protect critical infrastruc-
ture, and alleviate civilian suffer-
ing”.
Sudanese Ambassador Al-Harith
Mohamed accused the paramil-
itary Rapid Support Forces of
“destructively launching” its war
with the Sudanese military and
attacking civilians, aided by
weapons from the UAE.
He said that Sudan has evidence
of the UAE supplying weapons
and that the government will sub-
mit a file on UAE actions to the
International Criminal Court.
The UAE’s ambassador,
Mohamed Abushahab, said those
were “false allegations” and
demanded to know why Sudan’s
government refuses to return to
peace talks.
Turning to Sudan’s ambassador
seated beside him at the Security
Council’s horseshoe-shaped table,
Abushahab said: “You should
stop grandstanding in interna-
tional fora such as this and
instead take responsibility for
ending the conflict you started.”
U.N. experts monitoring an arms
embargo in Darfur reported
“credible” evidence in January
that the UAE sent weapons to the
Rapid Support Forces several
times a week from northern
Chad. U.S. Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield on Tuesday
reiterated a U.S. appeal to all
“external actors to stop fueling
and prolonging this conflict, and
enabling these atrocities, by send-
ing weapons to Sudan.”
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Paris (AP): Police in the restive
French Pacific territory of New
Caledonia rounded up eight
people on Wednesday, including
an independence leader, who are
suspected of having a role in the
deadly violence that wracked the
archipelago where Indigenous
Kanak people have long sought
to break free from France. The
early morning round-up was
part of an ongoing police inves-
tigation launched May 17, just
days after unrest first erupted,
into a wave of armed clashes,
looting, blazes and other violence
that turned parts of the capital,
Noumea, and its suburbs into
no-go zones. New Caledonia’s
prosecutor, Yves Dupas, said in
a statement that eight people
were detained from 6 a.m. in
Noumea and its Mont-Dore
suburbs. He said those taken in
custody include Christian Tein,
a leader of a pro-independence
group that French officials
alleged played a leading role in
weeks of violence  over contest-
ed voting reforms for New
Caledonia. 
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The Kuwaiti government
will give USD 15,000

each as compensation to the
families of the victims of the
devastating fire that killed 50
people, including 46 Indians,
in the southern Ahmadi
Governorate, according to a
media report.

The massive fire which
occurred at a seven-storey
building in the city of Mangaf
on July 12 was caused by an
electrical short circuit in the
guard’s room on the struc-
ture’s ground floor, according
to Kuwaiti authorities.
The building was home to
196 migrant workers, most-
ly Indians.
On the orders of the Emir of
Kuwait, Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
the victims’ families will
receive  compensat ion
amounting to USD 15,000

each (Rs 12.5 lakh), the Arab
Times newspaper reported
on Tuesday.
Citing government sources,
the newspaper said the com-
pensation payments will be
processed and delivered to
the victims’ embassies.
Three other deceased were
Filipinos, and the identity of
one of the victims has not
been established.
The concerned embassies
will ensure that the funds are
distributed to the families of
those affected by the fire,
expediting the process and
ensuring that the assistance
reaches the victims’ families
promptly and efficiently, the
report said.
“This financial aid aims to
support the bereaved families
during this difficult time,” the
newspaper said.
The Indian government had
announced compensation of
Rs 2 lakh each to the families

of Indian nationals who lost
their lives in the massive
fire.
The Kerala government last
week said it will provide Rs
5 lakh financial assistance to
the families of the people
from the state who died in
the fire tragedy. 
The Indians who died in the
tragedy included 24
Malayalis.
Kuwait’s public prosecutor
has launched an investigation
into the incident. The probe
aims to uncover the circum-
stances behind the incident,
and what might have trig-
gered the deadly fire, the
public prosecutor said on X.
A Kuwaiti citizen and sever-
al  foreigners have been
arrested in connection with
charges of manslaughter and
causing injuries due to neg-
ligence in security and safe-
ty measures following the
fire incident. 
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The far-right leader angling
to become prime minister

after France’s upcoming parlia-
mentary election backtracked
Wednesday on his party’s pre-
vious promise to pull out of
NATO’s strategic military com-
mand. National Rally president
Jordan Bardella said at the
Eurosatory arms trade show
outside Paris in Villepinte that
he “doesn’t plan to question the
commitments France has made
on the international stage” if
voters give his far-right party a
majority that enables him to
lead a new government, in
what would be an awkward
power-sharing arrangement
with President Emmanuel
Macron.
Referring to Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine, Bardella
said that “France mustn’t leave
NATO’s military command
while we are at war, because it
would considerably weaken
France’s responsibility on the
European scene and, obvious-
ly, its credibility with regard to

its allies.” The comments pulled
back from a campaign promise
made by his party in its man-
ifesto for the 2022 French pres-
idential election. “The priori-
ty will be to leave the integrat-
ed NATO command,” the 2022
manifesto read, a move that
would have taken French mil-
itary staff out of the NATO
body that plans operations,
and weakened France’s role
and influence within NATO.
This latest about-face comes as
the National Rally is toning
down previously announced
positions in an attempt to win
voters outside of its tradition-

al base before the June 30 and
July 7 two-round parliamentary
election — the party’s first real
chance of forming a govern-
ment.
In spite of his comments
regarding NATO, Bardella
maintained that he’s firmly
against sending troops to
Ukraine.
“I am opposed, unlike the
president of the republic, to
sending troops and sending
French soldiers to Ukraine,
because I believe that first of all,
a majority of French people is
opposed to this decision,” he
said. Macron said in March that
sending Western troops into
Ukraine shouldn’t be ruled
out.
Bardella said that he support-
ed sending continued French
supplies of weaponry, ammu-
nition and other military
equipment and support to
Ukraine “to enable Ukraine to
protect itself,” but that he was
also wary of the risk of any
direct escalation with Russia,
noting that it is nuclear-armed
like France. “My position has

not changed. It is … to hold the
front and at the same time to
avoid any risk of escalation with
Russia, because Russia is a
nuclear power,” he said.
Bardella’s eurosceptic anti-
immigration party, and partic-
ularly its former presidential
candidate Marine Le Pen, is
known for its close ties to
Russia. Le Pen has expressed
reservations about supplying
Ukraine with additional arms.
Earlier this month, Macron
dissolved the lower house of
France’s parliament in a sur-
prise announcement, sending
voters back to the polls, after
his party was handed a hum-
bling defeat by the far right in
the European Parliament elec-
tion. In France, legislative elec-
tions decide the makeup of the
parliament, not the occupant of
the presidential Elysee Palace.
Macron has a presidential man-
date until 2027, and says that he
won’t not step down before the
end of his term, although he
might have to share power
with a far-right-led govern-
ment.
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Brussels (AP): The European
Union’s executive arm on
Wednesday criticised France
for running up excessive debt, a
stinging rebuke at the height of
an election campaign where
President Emmanuel Macron is
facing a strong challenge from
the extreme right and the left.

The EU Commission recom-
mended to seven nations,
including France, that they start
a so-called “excessive deficit
procedure”, the first step in a long
process before any member
state can be hemmed in and
moved to take corrective action.
“Deficit criteria is not fulfilled

in seven of our member states,”
said EU Commission Vice
President Valdis Dombrovskis,
pointing the finger at Belgium,
France, Italy, Hungary, Malta,
Slovakia and Poland, in addition
to France. For decades, the EU
has set out targets for member
states to keep their annual deficit
within 3 per cent of Gross
Domestic Product and overall
debt within 60 per cent of out-
put. Those targets have been dis-
regarded when it was conve-

nient, sometimes even by coun-
tries like Germany and France,
the biggest economies in the
bloc.
This time, however,
Dombrovskis said that a deci-
sion “needs to be done based on,
say, facts and whether the coun-
try respects the treaty, reference
values for a deficit and debt and
not based on the size of the
country”. The French annual
deficit stood at 5.5 per cent last
year. Over the past years, excep-
tional circumstances like the
COVID-19 crisis and the war in
Ukraine allowed for leniency,
but that has now come to an end.
Still, Wednesday’s announce-
ment touched a nerve in France,
after Macron called snap elec-
tions in the wake of his defeat to
the hard right of Marine Le Pen
in the EU parliamentary polls on
June 9.
Le Pen’s National Rally and a
new united left front are polling
ahead of Macron’s party in the
elections, and both challengers
have put forward plans where
deficit spending to get out of the
economic rut is essential.
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London (AP): Two climate pro-
testers were arrested Wednesday
for spraying orange paint on the
ancient Stonehenge monument
in southern England, police
said. The latest act by Just Stop
Oil was quickly condemned by
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak as
a “disgraceful act of vandalism.”
The incident came just a day
before thousands are expected to
gather at the 4,500-year-old
stone circle to celebrate the
summer solstice — the longest
day of the year in the Northern
Hemisphere. English Heritage,
which manages the site, said it
was “extremely upsetting” and
said curators were investigating
the damage. Just Stop Oil said on
the social media platform X that
the paint was made of corn-
starch and would dissolve in the
rain. Wiltshire Police said the
pair were arrested on suspicion
of damaging one of the world’s
most famous prehistoric mon-
uments and a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.
Stonehenge was built on the flat
lands of Salisbury Plain in stages
starting 5,000 years ago, with the
unique stone circle erected in the
late Neolithic period about 2,500
B.C.
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Hundreds of people died
during this year’s Haj pil-

grimage in Saudi Arabia as the
faithful faced intense high tem-
peratures at Islamic holy sites in
the desert kingdom, officials
said on Wednesday as people
tried to claim their loved ones’
bodies.
Saudi Arabia has not com-
mented on the death toll amid
the heat during the pilgrimage,
required of every able Muslim
once in their life, nor offered
any causes for those who died.
However, hundreds of people
had lined up at the Emergency
Complex in Al-Muaisem neigh-
bourhood in Mecca, trying to
get information about their
missing family members.

One list circulating online sug-
gested at least 550 people died
during the five-day Haj. A
medic who spoke to The
Associated Press on condition
of anonymity to discuss infor-
mation not released publicly by
the government said that the
names listed appeared genuine.
That medic and another official
who also spoke on condition of
anonymity said they believed at
least 600 bodies were at the
facility. The list offered no
cause of death.
Each year, the Haj draws hun-
dreds of thousands of pilgrims
from low-income nations,
“many of whom have had little,
if any, pre-Haj health care,” an
article in the April edition of the
Journal of Infection and Public
Health said. Communicable

illnesses can spread among the
gathered masses, many of
whom saved their entire lives
for their trips and can be elder-
ly with preexisting health con-
ditions, the paper added.
However, the number of dead
this year suggests something
caused the number of deaths to
swell. Already, several countries
have said some of their pilgrims
died because of the heat that
swept across the holy sites at
Mecca, including Jordan and
Tunisia.
Temperatures on Tuesday
reached 47 degrees Celsius (117
degrees Fahrenheit) in Mecca
and the sacred sites in and
around the city, according to the
Saudi National Center for
Meteorology. Onlookers saw
some people faint while trying

to perform the symbolic ston-
ing of the devil.
Others, including many
Egyptians, lost track of their
loved ones in the heat and the
crowds. More than 1.83 million
Muslims performed the Haj in
2024, including more than 1.6
million pilgrims from 22 coun-
tries, and around 222,000 Saudi
citizens and residents, accord-
ing to the Saudi Haj authorities.
On Wednesday at the medical
complex in Mecca, an Egyptian
man collapsed to the ground
when he heard the name of
mother among the dead. He
cried for some time before
grabbing his cellphone and
calling a travel agent, shouting:
“He left her to die!” The crowd
tried to calm the man. Security
appeared tight at the complex,

with an official reading out
names of the dead and the
nationalities, which included
people from Algeria, Egypt
and India. Those who said
they were kin of the dead were
allowed inside to identify the
deceased.
The AP could not independent-
ly confirm the cause of death at
the complex. Saudi officials
did not respond to questions
seeking more information. The
kingdom’s ruling Al Saud fam-
ily maintains a major influence
in the Muslim world through its
oil wealth and management of
Islam’s holiest sites. Like Saudi
monarchs before him, King
Salman has taken the title of the
Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques, referring to the
Grand Mosque in Mecca home

to the cube-shaped Kaaba that
Muslims pray towards five
times a day, and the Prophet’s
Mosque in the nearby city of
Medina.
Saudi Arabia has spent billions
of dollars on crowd control and
safety measures for those
attending the annual five-day
pilgrimage, but the sheer num-
ber of participants makes
ensuring their safety difficult.
Climate change could make the
risk even greater. A 2019 study
by experts at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology found
that even if the world succeeds
in mitigating the worst effects
of climate change, the Haj
would be held in temperatures
exceeding an “extreme danger
threshold” from 2047 to 2052,
and from 2079 to 2086.
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Chinese Premier Li Qiang is
set to talk Wednesday with

Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim, with their
countries due to ink coopera-
tion pacts on digital economy
and green development as they
celebrate a half-century of diplo-
matic relations.
Li, the first Chinese premier to
visit Malaysia since 2015, flew
in late Tuesday from Australia
to a red carpet welcome. Upon
his arrival, Li said the two
nations’ 50-year anniversary
was a new starting point to
deepen links and increase
exchanges.
“China is advancing Chinese
modernization on all fronts
through high-quality develop-
ment. Malaysia, on its part, is
promoting national develop-
ment under the vision of
Malaysia MADANI. China is
ready to work with Malaysia,” Li
said in a statement published by
the national Bernama news
agency. Li, China’s No. 2 leader
after President Xi Jinping, last
week also became the first
Chinese premier to visit New
Zealand and then Australia in
seven years. Li was given an offi-
cial welcoming ceremony at
Malaysia’s government capital of
Putrajaya before private talks

with Anwar. While trade is
expected to dominate, Malaysia’s
Foreign Minister Mohamad
Hassan has said the prickly
issue of territorial claims in
South China Sea was also like-
ly to be raised.
Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Taiwan all dis-
pute Beijing’s claims to almost
the entire South China Sea. But
unlike the publicized clashes
between the Philippines and
China, Malaysia’s government
prefers the diplomatic channel
and rarely criticizes Beijing
even though Chinese coast
guard ships have sailed near
Malaysia’s waters. This is part-
ly to protect economic ties, as
China is Malaysia’s top trading
partner. “That is why we need
to further build on this good
cooperation we have estab-
lished since 1974. The good ties
we have enjoyed since will allow
us to manage and resolve any
issue amicably,” Mohamad
Hassan was quoted as saying by
The Star newspaper ahead of Li’s
visit. Li and Anwar will also wit-
ness the signing of a new five-
year deal for economic and
trade cooperation. Trade
Minister Zafrul Aziz has said it
would strengthen links between
industries in priority sectors like
high-level manufacturing and
digital economy. Zafrul said

government-to-government
pacts were expected to be signed
including investment coopera-
tion in the digital economy
and green development. 
Trade with China — Malaysia’s
No. 1 trading partner since
2009 — made up 17% of
Malaysia’s global trade, valued
at $98.8 billion last year, Zafrul
was quoted as saying by
Bernama last week.
Anwar, who visited China twice
last year, has sought to move
closer to Beijing even while
engaging the U.S. as a key ally.
While speaking at a forum in
Tokyo in May, Anwar stressed
that Beijing is too close, too
important and too strategic to
ignore. 
Ahead of Li’s visit, Anwar told
Chinese media that Malaysia
planned to join the BRICS bloc
of developing economies but
didn’t give details. The plan was
confirmed by Zafrul and
Mohamad Hassan on Monday.
The bloc’s core members are
Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa, who to seek a fair-
er world order currently dom-
inated by Western nations. It
expanded with Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates invited to
become members this year.
Some 40 countries have also
expressed interest.
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Pakistan has urged the United
Nations for a “concerted

campaign” to recover all
weapons from dreaded terrorist
groups such as the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).
Speaking at the UN’s Fourth
Review Conference of the
Programme of Action (PoA) on
Small Arms and Light Weapons
(SALW) on Tuesday,
Ambassador Munir Akram
expressed Pakistan’s “grave con-
cern over the acquisition and use
of modern and sophisticated
small arms by terrorist groups
such as [the] TTP”.
According to a statement issued
by the Pakistani mission to the
UN, Akram highlighted the
“need for a concerted campaign
to recover all weapons from ter-
rorist groups like the TTP” and
also called for an investigation
into how these groups acquired
such sophisticated weapons.
The TTP is a banned terrorist
outfit which has been fighting to
establish the rule of Sharia
across Pakistan.
The Pakistani envoy asserted
that it was the responsibility of

the UN member states and that
of the UN to take measures to
prevent the illicit trade, transfer,
and diversion of these arms,
Dawn News reported.
“Terrorists and criminals do
not manufacture these arms.
They acquire them from illicit
arms markets or receive them
from entities that want to desta-
bilise a particular region or
country,” Akram said. 
The envoy highlighted how the
“illicit proliferation, excessive
accumulation and misuse of
small arms and light weapons”
was exacerbating conflicts,
fuelling terrorism, threatening
peace and security, and under-
mining sustainable develop-
ment globally.
Akram said the advent of new
technologies such as unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs) and
drones was “deepening chal-
lenges in combating the prolif-
eration of increasingly lethal
small arms”.
Describing the UN PoA and the
International Tracing
Instrument (ITI) as a structured
framework to address the chal-
lenges pertaining to the illicit
trade and trafficking of small

arms and light weapons, Akram
reiterated Pakistan’s commit-
ment to both tools.
“We have strengthened our leg-
islative frameworks, enhanced
transfer controls and imple-
mented robust measures to pre-
vent the diversion of SALW to
unauthorised users,” the envoy
asserted.
Pakistan has long held that the
banned TTP uses safe havens in
Afghanistan to launch deadly
cross-border attacks.
In March, Pakistan called on the
UN Security Council (UNSC) to
urge the Taliban rulers in
Afghanistan to terminate their
relationship with the TTP. Last
month, Pakistan’s Special
Representative on Afghanistan
Asif Ali Durrani stated that
TTP attacks in the country
increased by 60 per cent in two
years, showing a significant rise
since the Afghan Taliban seized
Kabul in August 2021. Pakistan
has witnessed an uptick in ter-
ror activities in the past year,
especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
after the banned militant TTP
ended its ceasefire with the gov-
ernment in November 2022.
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Cyril Ramaphosa was sworn
in for a second term as

South Africa’s President to
head a coalition government on
Wednesday, despite his failure
to secure a majority in parlia-
ment for the African National
Congress (ANC) in last month’s
election.
Ramaphosa’s ANC lost its par-
liamentary majority for the
first time in 30 years in last
month’s elections. However,
the ANC and the Democratic
Alliance struck a historic deal
to form a coalition government
by setting aside their rivalry.
While the ANC got 40 per cent
of the vote in the election, the
Democratic Alliance (DA)
came second with 22 per cent.
“I swear I will be faithful to the
Republic of South Africa... I
will obey, observe and uphold
the constitution and all other
laws of the republic,” said
Ramaphosa, 71, who was
sworn in at the Union
Buildings in Pretoria by Chief
Justice Raymond Zondo.
Ramaphosa said that South
Africans should not be distract-
ed by attempts to turn citizens
against each other as the coun-
try enters a Government of
National Unity.

“We must reject every attempt
to divide or distract us, to sow
doubt or cynicism, or to turn
us against one another. Those
who seek to stand in our way,
those who seek to inflame ten-
sions, will not succeed, because
South Africans are resolute,”
Ramaphosa said at the seat of
government, the Union
Buildings, as thousands of
guests, including heads of state
and representatives from sev-
eral countries looked on.
The new government of
national unity combines
Ramaphosa’s ANC, the centre-
right DA and smaller parties.
“Those who seek to undermine
our institutions will fail because
democracy lives in the hearts of

our people and will never be
dislodged,” he said, in what
analysts believed was a clear
reference, without naming
them, to the Economic
Freedom Fighters and
Mkhonto weSizwe (MK), the
new party formed by ousted
former president Jacob Zuma.

These two parties,
which came third and fourth in
the general elections last
month, refused to join the
Government of National Unity
(GNU), because the African
National Congress, which lost
its majority since Nelson
Mandela led it to victory in
1994, has teamed up with the
opposition Democratic
Alliance (DA) for the GNU.

The DA was born out of former
whites-only parties and is still
led largely by whites, although
they have committed to follow-
ing the Constitution and its
principles of non-racialism.
Zuma has also challenged the
validity of the elections, alleg-
ing irregularities, although his
party has not provided any
public proof of these claims yet
despite going to court on the
matter.
“Nothing will distract us from
serving the people and advanc-
ing their interests. We declare
for all to know that neither dis-
cord nor dissent shall cause us
to cast aside that which calls us
to build a united, free, just,
equal and prosperous 
nation.
“In our brilliant diversity, we
gather to affirm our solemn
conviction that this country
belongs to all who live in it, as
articulated in the Freedom
Charter almost seventy years
ago,” Ramaphosa asserted.
“We gather here, as people
born of the same soil across our
nine provinces that make up a
unitary South Africa, deter-
mined that by our deeds we
shall heal the divisions of our
past, and overcome the ongo-
ing inequalities and hardships
of the present,” he added. �*��� ��)�
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The Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan’s senior comman-

der Abdul Manan alias
Hakimullah has been killed by
unknown men in Afghanistan’s
Kunar province, in a setback to
the banned outfit which has
declared a three-day ceasefire
with Pakistan during the Eid al-
Adha festival.
Hakimullah, a Shura member of
the Pakistani Taliban’s powerful
Malakand faction, was killed in
Chaghasarai, District Asadabad
in the Kunar province, border-
ing Bajaur tribal district of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
in Pakistan, officials said on
Wednesday.
His killing comes as the TTP is
observing a three-day ceasefire
with the Pakistani government
during the Eid al-Adha, which
was celebrated on Monday.
Hakimullah, who was the right-
hand man of TTP Malakand
chief Azmat Ullah Mehsud alias
Wali Malakand, played a key
role in terrorist activities in
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Iran’s imprisoned Nobel Peace
Prize laureate, Narges

Mohammadi, has been sen-
tenced to another year in
prison over her activism, her
lawyer said on Wednesday.
Mostafa Nili, Mohammadi’s
lawyer, told The Associated
Press that his client was con-
victed on a charge of making
propaganda against the system.
Nili said the sentence came
after Mohammadi urged voters
to boycott Iran’s recent parlia-
mentary election, sent letters to
lawmakers in Europe and made
comments regarding torture
and sexual assault suffered by
another Iranian journalist and
political activist.
Mohammadi is being held at
Iran’s notorious Evin Prison,
which houses political prison-
ers and those with Western ties.
She already had been serving a
30-month sentence, to which
15 more months were added in
January. Iran’s government has
not acknowledged her addi-
tional sentencing.
The latest verdict reflects the
Iranian theocracy’s anger that
she was awarded the Nobel
prize last October for years of

activism despite a decadeslong
government campaign target-
ing her. Mohammadi is the
19th woman to win the Nobel
Peace Prize and the second
Iranian woman after human
rights activist Shirin Ebadi in
2003. Mohammadi, 52, has
kept up her activism despite
numerous arrests by Iranian
authorities and years behind
bars.
In November, Mohammadi
went on a hunger strike over
being blocked along with other
inmates from getting medical
care and to protest the country’s
mandatory headscarves for
women.
Mohammadi was a leading
light for nationwide, women-
led protests sparked by the
death last year of a 22-year-old
woman in police custody that
have grown into one of the
most intense challenges to
Iran’s theocratic government.
That woman, Mahsa Amini,
had been detained for alleged-
ly not wearing her headscarf to
the liking of authorities. For
observant Muslim women, the
head covering is a sign of piety
before God and modesty in
front of men outside their 
families. 
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Colombo (PTI): President
Ranil Wickremesinghe on
Wednesday said Sri Lanka
needs to connect with neigh-
bouring India to reap the ben-
efits of its massive industrial
development.
“Our neighbour India is going
through a phase of massive
industrial development. Tamil
Nadu, Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh are experiencing it. We
must also join in,” said
Wickremesinghe in his address
at the Industry 2024 event here.
The president said he was hope-
ful of discussing with External
Affairs Minister Dr S
Jaishankar, who is due to arrive
here on Thursday, about the fol-
low-up on his interaction with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during his visit to India.
“Usage of solar and wind pow-
ers and to obtain liquid hydro-
gen are areas where we hope to
work in collaboration with
India,” Wickremesinghe, also
the finance minister, said,
adding that Adani projects in
Sri Lanka have pioneered these
efforts. Sri Lanka in the second
quarter of 2022 had declared
bankruptcy announcing the
island’s first ever sovereign
default. Negotiations with the
International Monetary Fund
for a bailout began almost
immediately and the first
tranche of the USD 2.9 billion
facility was released in March
2023.
The cash-strapped country has
introduced a set of hard reforms
to address its economic woes.
Despite the outstanding issue of
debt restructuring, three
tranches worth USD 1 billion of
the USD 2.9 billion bail-out
have been materialised subject
to reforms.
Wickremesinghe said that by
ongoing debt restructuring
negotiations, the government
was hoping to get time until
2042 to repay.
He said it was important for Sri
Lanka to convert into becom-
ing an export-oriented econo-
my from the current import-
oriented one. “Since we are an
import-oriented economy, we
have to find money to import.
To become an export-oriented
economy, we have to be com-
petitive with our industries to
become a production economy,”
the president said.
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Acourt in Russia’s far eastern
city of Vladivostok on

Wednesday convicted a visit-
ing American soldier of steal-
ing and making threats of
murder, and it sentenced him
to three years and nine months
in prison. Staff Sgt Gordon
Black, 34, flew to the Pacific
port city to see his girlfriend
and was arrested last month
after she accused him of steal-
ing from her, according to US
officials and Russian authori-
ties.
Russia’s state news agencies
Tass and RIA Novosti report-
ed that the judge in
Pervomaisky District Court

in Vladivostok also ordered
Black to pay 10,000 rubles
(USD 115) in damages.
Prosecutors had asked for a
sentence of four years and
eight months in prison. Black’s
case occurs amid tensions over
Russia’s arrests of American
journalists and other US
nationals as the fighting in
Ukraine continues.
Russia has jailed a number of
Americans, including corpo-
rate security executive Paul
Whelan and Wall Street
Journal reporter Evan
Gershkovich. The US govern-
ment has designated both men
as wrongfully detained and
has been trying to negotiate
their release.

Others detained include Travis
Leake, a musician who has
been living in Russia for years
and was arrested last year on
drug-related charges; Marc
Fogel, a teacher in Moscow
who was sentenced to 14 years
in prison, also on drug charges;
and dual nationals Alsu
Kurmasheva and Ksenia
Khavana. The US State
Department strongly advises
American citizens not to go to
Russia. Black was on leave
and in the process of returning
to his home base at Fort
Cavazos, Texas, from South
Korea, where he had been sta-
tioned at Camp Humphreys
with the Eighth Army. Cynthia
Smith, an Army spokesperson,

said Black signed out for his
move back home and, “instead
of returning to the continental
United States, Black flew from
Incheon, Republic of Korea,
through China to Vladivostok,
Russia, for personal reasons”.
Under Pentagon policy, service
members must get clearance
for any international travel
from a security manager or
commander. The US Army
said last month that Black
hadn’t sought such travel clear-
ance and it was not authorised
by the Defence Department.
Given the hostilities in Ukraine
and threats to the US and its
military, it is extremely unlike-
ly he would have been grant-
ed approval.
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Washington (AP): The Biden
administration on Tuesday
approved a new USD 360 million
weapons sale to Taiwan, sending
the island hundreds of armed
drones, missile equipment and
related support material, the
State Department said in a state-
ment that is sure to draw con-
demnation from China. The
announcement was not unex-
pected but it comes at a time of
high tension between
Washington and Beijing, which
regards Taiwan as part of its ter-
ritory and has vowed to consol-
idate by force if necessary.
The sale includes 291 Altius-
600M systems, which are
unmanned aerial vehicles, or
drones, with warheads. It also
includes 720 Switchblade drones
known as “extended-range loiter-
ing munitions,” the State
Department said. It said the
sale “serves US national, eco-
nomic, and security interests by
supporting the recipient’s contin-
uing efforts to modernize its
armed forces and to maintain a
credible defensive capability.” It
will “help improve the security
of the recipient and assist in
maintaining political stability,
military balance, and economic
progress in the region,” it said.
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Bajaur and carried out various
acts of violence including target
killings, landmine explosions,
checkpoint attacks, and extor-
tion, The Express Tribune news-
paper reported.
He also served as a cleric at a
madrassa of TTP in Sarkano,
Kunar province of Afghanistan,
and trained some of the key
TTP commanders including
Tahir alias Waqar, Umar alias
Ismail and others.
His death is seen as a significant
setback for the TTP and under-
scores the internal conflicts
among various armed factions
operating within Afghanistan,
the paper said.
Citing sources, the papers said
that the terrorist had joined the
TTP in 2007 and took part in
several actions against security
forces and innocent civilians.
His brother, Tariq alias Asad, is
also related to the outlawed TTP,
according to the sources.
Hakimullah’s killing comes days
after TTP commander
Waliullah was killed by the
Pakistan’s Counter-Terrorism
Department in an intelligence-
based operation in the Lakki
Marwat district in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province on
Sunday. He was wanted by the
Pakistani security forces in sev-
eral terrorism cases including
attacks on security convoys,
and police posts, kidnapping for
ransom, and extortion.
Waliullah, a local commander of
the TTP Tipu Gul group and the
son-in-law of Commander

Atiqur Rahman alias Tipu Gul
Marwat was wanted in several
cases of bomb blasts in Bannu,
DI Khan and local police, and
attacks on police and security
forces. On April 27, TTP
Malakand chapter commander
Talha Swati was killed in the
Asadabad area of Afghanistan’s
Kunar province, the paper
reported, citing sources.
According to reports, the slain
terrorist was reporting on
Jammatul Ahrar’s activities to
the South District Taliban,
Islamic State Khorasan Province
and his close aide Noor Wali
Mehsud. There were conflicting
reports surrounding the com-
mander’s death. Some reports
suggested he was killed by
ISKP, while others stated he was
killed by a rival faction due to
some internal rifts. The TTP,
also known as the Pakistan
Taliban, was set up as an
umbrella group of several mil-
itant outfits in 2007. 
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State Bank of India
Chairman Dinesh Kumar

Khara has pitched for tax relief
on interest income, saying it
would help banks to garner
savings that could be used for
funding long-term infra
projects.
Currently, banks are required
to deduct tax when interest
income from deposits held in
all the bank branches put
together is more than Rs
40,000 in a year. With regard
to savings accounts, interest
earned up to Rs 10,000 is
exempt from tax.
"If at all some relief could be
given in the Budget regarding
tax on the interest earnings, it
will be an incentive to
depositors. Eventually, the
banking sector uses deposits
mobilised for the capital
formation in the country," he
told PTI in an interview.
The Full Budget for 2024-25 is
likely to be presented by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the Parliament
next month.
Given the current economic
growth rate, the SBI chairman

is expecting 14-15 per cent
loan growth during the fiscal
year 2024-25. 
"Normally the way we look at
it is that the GDP growth rate
plus inflation and 2-3 per cent
over that. That gives us the
number around 14 per cent or
so," he said.
"Hence, 14-15 per cent credit
growth depends upon the
opportunities available for
lending, and it meets our risk

appetite. We will be happy to
grow at this pace," he said.
As far as deposits are
concerned, he said, it grew by
11 per cent last year.
"And we have some elbow
room available in terms of
excess SLR…which ensures
that we don't have any
pressure on us to raise the
deposit rates for supporting
our loan-to-deposit ratio," he
said.

The bank has an excess
Statutory Liquidity Ratio
(SLR) between Rs 3.5 lakh
crore and Rs 4 lakh crore.
"Incidentally, I may add here
that our loan-to-deposit ratio
is around 68-69 per cent only.
That leaves enough room for
us to lend without having
pressure on the deposit
interest rates.
Nevertheless, he said, "We
always give importance to
deposits. 
“That is the reason why we
increased the interest rate for
the short-term deposits
recently because we felt that
there's room for
improvement...We should
improve our deposit growth
rate to some extent during this
year. And our effort would be
that we should at least grow
around 12-13 per cent this
year."
Last month, SBI hiked the
fixed deposit rate on select
short-term maturity up to 75
basis points.
For retail term deposits of 46-
179 days, the rate increased by
75 basis points to 5.50 per cent
against the earlier 4.75 per
cent. 
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Farm equipment and
construction equipment

firm, Escorts Kubota Ltd on
Wednesday said it has
withdrawn its plan to set up a
new manufacturing plant at
Ghiloth in Rajasthan due to
failure to meet all the key
requirements for a large-scale
project.
The company, which has
lined up an investment of up
to Rs 4,500 crore over the next
three to four years to set up a
new manufacturing plant,
said it continues to explore
alternate options with other
states, including Rajasthan.
Escorts Kubota had submitted
an Expression of Interest

(EOI) to Rajasthan State
Industrial Development and
Investment Corporation
(RIICO) for the proposed
acquisition of land in Ghiloth,
Rajasthan, subject to requisite
approvals and clearances, for
setting up an integrated
greenfield manufacturing
facility, for expanding the
existing capacities, the
company said in a regulatory

filing.
"...Based on the detailed
assessment of the location,
the company has reached a
conclusion that the location
does not meet all the key
requirements for a large-scale
project being planned and
accordingly the company has
withdrawn the aforesaid
EOI," it added.
One of the key factors for the
company withdrawing the
EOI was the state
government's inability to
commit to providing
adequate industrial water for
the project. However, Escorts
Kubota in its filing said it is
"committed to setting up an
integrated greenfield
manufacturing facility in line

with its Mid Term Business
Plan (MTBP) and continues
to explore the alternate
options with other states,
including Rajasthan".
Through a new
manufacturing plant, Escorts
Kubota plans to double its
domestic tractor production
capacity to 3.4 lakh units
annually, while also setting up
new engine and construction
equipment lines in phases.
At present, the company has a
total annual tractor
production capacity of 1.7
lakh units. The main plant is
located at Faridabad. Its
engine production capacity is
1.5 lakh units annually with
Kubota engines currently
being imported. 
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German auto component
supplier ZF Group on

Wednesday said it has sold a
7.5 per cent stake in its Indian
subsidiary ZF Commercial
Vehicles Control System
(CVCS) India to increase
liquidity and financial
flexibility for growth.
The sale of shares has no
effect on ZF's control over ZF
CVCS India, the company
said in a statement.
"ZF Group has sold 1,425,000
shares, equalling 7.5 per cent
stake, in its listed Indian
subsidiary ZF CVCS India to
increase liquidity and
financial flexibility for its
growth plans. The transaction
will strengthen the financial

flexibility of ZF, allowing it to
invest in its further growth,
and in the dynamically
developing Indian market," it
said.
The Friedrichshafen
(Germany)-headquartered
firm had commenced the
commercial vehicle control
system business in January
2022 following the acquisition
of WABCO in 2020.
ZF CVCS India is the market
leader in the Indian CV

supplier industry and remains
an important pillar in ZF's
global growth strategy, the
company said, adding that the
Indian business has shown a
strong operating and financial
performance on the back of a
supportive market
environment.
"The sale of shares has no
effect on ZF's control of ZF
CVCS India, as it is the long-
term strategy of ZF to
maintain a solid majority
shareholding in the entity," it
stated.
The transaction will
strengthen the financial
flexibility of ZF, allowing it to
invest in its further growth,
and in the dynamically
developing Indian market, ZF
Group said. 
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Air India on Wednesday
said it will launch

premium economy class on
select domestic routes from
next month.
As of now, Vistara is the only
Indian carrier, which offers
premium economy-class
travel on its domestic routes.
"Air India today unveiled a
three-class configuration on
its newly inducted narrow-
body aircraft. Air India's
A320neo aircraft will now
offer a new business, an all-
new premium economy and a
new economy cabin
experience on domestic and
short-haul international
routes," the airline said.
The Tata Group-owned
airline said it has refitted two
new A320neo aircraft in a
three-class configuration,
featuring eight seats in

business, 24 seats with extra
legroom in premium
economy, and 132 in the
economy category, offering a
wider choice to its guests.
This is the first time the
airline has introduced
premium economy cabins on
its narrow-body aircraft.
Delhi-Bengaluru-Delhi and
Delhi-Chandigarh-Delhi are
the two select routes on which
the airline will offer premium
economy seats, as per the
airline.
Air India has plans to
introduce the three-class
configuration to its entire
full-service narrow-body fleet
over the next year. Existing

aircraft are now being
progressively inducted for
refit, while new aircraft
joining the fleet will be
delivered with the new Air
India experience, it said. 
"The introduction of a three-
class cabin to Air India's
narrow-body fleet and
commencement of interior
refits are important steps in
the journey of enhancing the
flying experience," said
Campbell Wilson, Chief
Executive Officer and
Managing Director at Air
India.
The latest upgrade of the
narrow-body fleet, which
operates on domestic and
short-haul international
networks, complements the
upgraded wide-body
experience now available on
A350 fleet and new B777s,
and on all other wide-body
planes as they are refitted over
the next two years, he said.

The new business cabins offer
40-inch ergonomic seats with
deep 7-inch recline, an
adjustable armrest, footrest
and backrest, a tray table
deployed at the push of a
button that includes a PED
holder and is extendable and
multiple charging ports while
the all-new premium
economy category provides
larger seats with four-way
headrests, wider 32-inch seat
pitch with a 4-inch recline,
and other amenities such as a
PED holder and USB
charging port, Air India said.
Earlier this month, Wilson
had said that Air India will be
retrofitting more than 100
planes, including 40 wide-
body planes.
Moreover, the airline had in
December 2022 announced
that it would be investing
USD 400-million to refurbish
its Boeing 777 and Boeing 787
wide-body aircraft fleet. 
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An increasing number of C-
suite executives have a

positive perception of GST
with many highlighting
further reforms like
rationalising tax rates and
effective dispute resolution
process as focus areas to usher
in GST 2.0, a Deloitte survey
said on Wednesday.
The Deloitte GST@7 survey,
engaging C-suite and C-1 level
executives across diverse
industries through online
platforms, highlights areas
which have resulted in growing
confidence in GST, specifically
on the positive role of GST
automation/ technology and
consultative environment, in
policy making.
Reflecting growing confidence
in GST, the survey found that
about 84 per cent of
respondents reported a
positive perception of GST in

2024, up from 72 per cent in
2023 and 59 per cent in 2022.
Automation of tax
compliance, including e-
invoicing, continues to be
voted as a top performance
area. Also, enhanced and
continued stakeholder
consultation, leading to the
issuance of clarificatory
circulars/instructions was
considered as a positive move
in policy making.
The survey highlights the
areas where more reforms are
required; these include
rationalising tax rates, offering
an effective dispute resolution
process, removing credit
restrictions, adopting faceless
assessments, liberalising
export rules and
implementing a compliance
rating system.
Goods and Services Tax
(GST), which subsumed 17
local taxes and levies, was
rolled out on July 1, 2017.

Marking the seven-year
journey of GST, Deloitte India
conducted the survey to
capture India Inc.'s views on
this transformational tax
reform.
According to the survey, 88
per cent of the top C-suite
leaders indicated areas of
challenge, including aspects
around audits and
assessments, underscoring the
need for continued
simplification, technology
integration and capacity
building. 
The survey respondents also
suggested enabling effective
dispute resolution
mechanisms, with 91 per cent
of leaders endorsing the
extension of audit timelines to
address issues and improve
compliance.
Additionally, more than 70 per
cent of respondents advocated
for aligning pre-deposit
requirements for GST appeals

with the pre-GST era norms,
aiming to streamline the
dispute resolution processes.
Deloitte India Partner and
Leader Mahesh Jaising said,
"India Inc. Has enhanced
confidence in the workings
and efficiency of the GST
regime. Such positive
sentiment is reflective of
supply chain efficiencies, the
benefits of tax, technology and
continued stakeholder
engagement on GST policy
matters.
"The survey reveals that it is
time to push for further
reforms to make the regime
more robust, dynamic and
responsive to taxpayers' needs.
GST 2.0 should review the
possibility of expanding the
GST regime's tax base,
rationalising tax rates,
removing ITC restrictions,
further export liberalisation
for services, unlocking
working capital and

addressing concerns related to
operational areas of
compliance," Jaising said.
To support the Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprise
(MSME) sector, the survey
suggests easing GST
registration by implementing
streamlined processes, such as
virtual verification and
standard documentation
across the country.
These measures can help
MSMEs effectively navigate
compliance challenges and
contribute more robustly to
India's economic growth.
Jaising said: "78 per cent of
MSMEs have shared a positive
sentiment towards GST
implementation this year
versus 66 per cent in 2023...
Key initiatives sought by
MSMEs are paperless
invoicing and that uniform
registration guidelines across
India will significantly ease
compliance burdens."

SBI Chairman pitches for tax relief
on interest income in Budget

Most of top-level executives have positive perception of GST: Survey
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India's seafood exports have
recorded a growth of 3 per

cent in volume terms, but a
decline of about 8 per cent in
value during the last financial
year, according to the data of
the commerce ministry.
Exports in volume terms have
increased to 17,81,602 MT
(tonnes) worth USD 7.38
billion during 2023-24 as
against 17,35,286 MT (USD
8.0 billion) in 2022-23.
"India recorded an all-time
high export in terms of
volume by shipping 17,81,602
MT of seafood...Despite the
several challenges in its major
export markets like the USA,
European Union and the UK,"
D V Swamy, Chairman of
Marine Products Export
Development Authority
(MPEDA), said.
Frozen shrimp, with exports
of USD 4.88 billion, retained

its position as the top item in
the seafood export basket,
accounting for a share of
40.19 per cent in quantity and
66.12 per cent in dollar terms.
The US was the largest market
for frozen shrimp (2,97,571
MT) in the last fiscal. It was
followed by China (1,48,483
MT), the European Union
(89,697 MT), Southeast Asia
(52,254 MT), Japan (35,906
MT), and the Middle East
(28,571 MT).
The ministry said that black
tiger shrimp exports too
recorded healthy growth.
"Frozen fish, the second
largest exported item, fetched

USD 6.71 billion, accounting
for 21.42 per cent in quantity
and 9.09 per cent in USD
earnings," it said, adding that
in dollar terms, these
shipments dipped by 2.31 per
cent in 2023-24.
The other key export
products include frozen
squid, Surimi, frozen
cuttlefish, and frozen octopus.
It added that the US
continued to be the major
importer of Indian seafood in
value terms, with an import of
USD 2.55 billion in 2023-24.
It is followed by China, Japan,
Vietnam, Thailand, Canada,
Spain, and Belgium. 
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ICICI Prudential Life offers
15 per cent lifetime

discount for women and an
additional 15 per cent
discount for salaried women
on its term plan — iProtect
SmartOption to choose
cover against 34 critical
illnesses including breast,
ovarian, uterine and cervical
cancers.
The company endeavours to
make life insurance more
affordable for women. 
Additionally, salaried
women will be eligible for an
extra 15 per cent discount
on the first year's premium,
empowering them to
provide financial security to
themselves and their loved
ones.
iProtect Smart combined
with the critical illness
benefit, provides cover
against 34 critical illnesses
including ailments such as
breast, ovarian, uterine and
cervical cancers. 
This combination offers
benefits of both health and
life insurance. Importantly,
the critical illness cover
amount is paid out on
diagnosis, providing the
requisite financial resources
for seeking immediate
medical treatment, without
disrupting the family’s
savings.
As per The Lancet estimates,
the incidence of cancer
diagnosed in the under 50
years adult age group had a
higher ratio of women. 
A single hospitalisation can
cost upwards of �1 lakh in
an urban private hospital,
hence, it is essential for
women to plan availability of
financial resources to treat
such critical ailments.

ICICI Prudential
Life offers
discount for
women
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Benchmark equity index
Sensex on Wednesday

ticked higher to scale yet
another lifetime closing peak of
77,337, while the broader Nifty
retreated from the record high
level amid a lack of immediate
triggers.
In a volatile trading session, the
emergence of profit booking in
consumer durables, capital
goods and energy shares
negated strong gains in
banking and financial stocks.
Rallying for the fifth straight
session, the 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 36.45 points or
0.05 per cent to settle at a new
closing high of 77,337.59.
During the day, it soared 550.49
points or 0.71 per cent to hit the
fresh lifetime peak of 77,851.63. 
The NSE Nifty ended at 23,516,
down 41.90 points or 0.18 per
cent. Intra-day, it rose 106.1
points or 0.45 per cent to hit a
new record of 23,664.
"Strong buying in banking
stocks helped Sensex sail
through in a highly volatile
trading session, while Nifty
ended weak as investors
booked profit in auto, metals,
oil & gas, telecom and realty
shares after the recent upsurge.

"Ahead of the Budget, markets
may see stock & sector-specific
activities on hopes the
government may increase the
outlay for sectors to push
growth," Prashanth Tapse,
Senior VP (Research), Mehta
Equities Ltd, said.
Among the 30 Sensex
companies, Axis Bank, HDFC
Bank, ICICI Bank, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, IndusInd
Bank, State Bank of India,
Infosys, Wipro, Tech Mahindra
and HCL Technologies were
the gainers.
On the other hand, Titan,

Maruti, Bharti Airtel, Larsen &
Toubro, NTPC, Reliance
Industries, Bajaj Finance and
Power Grid were among the
laggards.
As many as 2,235 stocks
declined, while 1,634 advanced
and 103 remained unchanged
on the BSE.
"Tracking the positive global
cues and robust undertone, the
domestic market started on a
firm note. But soon after, some
hesitancy was seen in the
benchmark index Nifty at the
elevated zone, and a bout of
profit booking was seen in the

initial trading hours.
"Despite this, the bulls showed
resilience, pushing the market
into uncharted territory, which
too was short-lived as another
bout of profit booking set in
during the final hours," Osho
Krishan, Senior Analyst -
Technical & Derivatives, Angel
One Ltd, said.
In the broader market, the BSE
midcap gauge declined 0.91 per
cent and smallcap index went
lower by 0.58 per cent.
Among the indices, realty
declined 2.97 per cent, capital
goods (2.15 per cent), oil & gas
(1.97 per cent), power (1.86 per
cent), industrials (1.82 per
cent) and utilities (1.46 per
cent).
Financial services, IT and
bankex emerged as winners.
"Global stocks were mixed on
Wednesday after US
benchmarks rose to fresh
records following the signs that
the US economy may be
slowing without falling into
recession. Global stocks have
broadly shrugged off political
tensions in France and signs
the Federal Reserve could wait
until December to cut rates,"
Deepak Jasani, Head of Retail
Research at HDFC Securities,
said.
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This world record was five
years in the making for
Regan Smith. What an

up-and-down journey it's
been.
Bouncing back from a close-
but-no-Olympics call in her
first race, Smith set a world
record in the women's 100-
meter backstroke at the US
swimming trials on Tuesday
night.
The 22-year-old Minnesota
native touched in 57.13
seconds, easily beating the
mark of 57.33 set a year ago by
Australia's Kaylee McKeown. 
Smith was just 17 when she
first set a world record in the
100 at the 2019 World
Championships. But, she
struggled to deal with the
sudden, newfound fame,
ceding dominance in the event
to McKeown. 
"A long time coming," Smith
said. "It's about time." 
There was never any doubt
about Smith's talent, but a lack

of confidence was almost
crippling at times. 
She's been working with a
sports psychologist since
October, which helped turn
things around mentally.
Her coach, Bob Bowman, best
known for his work with 23-
time gold medalist Michael
Phelps, took care of the
physical side with a gruelling
training regimen.
"This is incredibly rewarding,"
Smith said. "When I was a
teenager, I had not done much.
There was no pressure on me. I
was always the youngest. No
one expected much from me. I
could go into it fearless."
Once she tasted success, it was
hard to get back on top. She
made the US team for the
Tokyo Olympics but finished
third in the backstroke as
McKeown took the gold.
"I've always had it physically,
but I didn't have it mentally,"
Smith conceded. "I just didn't
have it up here," pointing
toward her head.
Showing how much her

confidence has grown, Smith
bounced back emphatically
after getting edged for a spot
on the US team in the 100
butterfly, where she finished
third behind Gretchen Walsh
and Torri Huske.
Flipping to her back, Smith set
the second world record of the
trials, following Walsh's mark
in the semi-finals of the 100
fly. 
Katharine Berkoff claimed the
second expected Olympic spot
for the US with a time of 57.91.
In the night's other final,
Bobby Finke earned the right
to defend the 800 freestyle gold
he won in Tokyo with a time of
7 minutes, 44.22 seconds.
Finke had to work hard to get
to the wall ahead of 18-year-
old Indiana phenom Luke
Whitlock, who set a national
age-group record at 7:45.19
and will likely head to his first
Olympics with the second US
spot.
No one else was within 4
seconds of the top two.
"I find I need pressure to do

well, at least in my eyes," Finke
said. "So I feel like the more
pressure I feel, then the more
likely I am to do well. Happy
with the time we got."

Whitlock splashed the water
emphatically after going
virtually stroke-for-stroke with
the reigning Olympic
champion, who swept the 800

and 1,500 free in Tokyo.
He is expected to become the
youngest male swimmer to
make the US team since that
guy named Phelps, who was 15

when he qualified for his first
Olympics in Sydney in 2000.
"It's really just over the last,
especially the last two months,
my training has really picked
up and now just talking to my
coach, we just had a really
good plan," Whitlock said.
"We kind of got everything
planned out like a month and a
half before this and I was just
really confident with the work
I've been putting in, so I knew
I could execute it." 
Two of America's biggest
swimming stars, Caeleb
Dressel and Simone Manuel,
had impressive debuts at the
trials, though there's still work
to do to return to the
Olympics.
Dressel was the third-fastest
qualifier in the preliminaries
and semi-finals of the men's
100 freestyle, both times
finishing behind Jack Alexy
and Chris Guiliano.
The tattooed Floridian will
have to beat at least one of
them in the final on
Wednesday night to earn a

chance to defend his Olympic
title in that event.
Manuel was the fastest
qualifier in the women's 100
free preliminaries and took the
second spot behind Torri
Huske in the semi-finals.
Dressel and Manuel are both
coming back from long layoffs
that cast doubts over whether
they'd be able to qualify for
Paris.
Dressel was the winner of five
gold medals at the Tokyo
Olympics. He mysteriously
walked away amid the 2022
World Championships, later
revealing he needed an
extended break to rekindle his
love for the sport.
Manuel, the first Black female
swimmer to capture an
individual gold medal, was
diagnosed with overtraining
syndrome ahead of the last
Olympics.
She barely managed to qualify
for the U.S. Team, then shut
down all physical activity
under a doctor's care to allow
her body to recover.

REGAN SETS A WORLD RECORD IN THE 100 BACKSTROKE AT THE US OLYMPIC TRIALS

���� �0
1-�

Former Czech Football
Association deputy head

Roman Berbr and other soccer
officials were sentenced for
their involvement in a match-
fixing scandal on Wednesday. 
According to the verdict issued
by the county court in the
western Czech city of Plzen,
Berbr was convicted of
embezzlement and received a
three-year suspended sentence
and a 2 million Czech crown
fine ($86,500). Roman Rogoz,
the former sports director of
the Slavoj Vyšehrad club, was
given a four-year prison term
and 400,000 Czech crown
($17,000) fine while former
player and soccer official
Michal Káník got 2 1/2-years
suspended sentence and and a
fine of 130,000 Czech crowns
($5,600).
Another of the four key
defendants in the case, former
referee Tomáš Grimm, was
cooperating with the law
enforcement authorities and
previously received a
suspended sentence.
The prosecution demanded jail
terms for Berbr and Káník and
can appeal the decision.
Altogether, 16 people were
convicted of of bribery,
embezzlement and
participation in an organized
crime group that was involved
in fixing at least 10 matches in
2019 and 2020 in the second
and third-tier leagues and were
mostly fined and banned from
activities in soccer Wednesday.
Four others previously
received sentences.
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England faces Denmark on
Thursday as the leader of

Group C at the European
Championship after a 1-0 win
over Serbia. Denmark was
denied by Slovenia's late
leveler in a 1-1 draw also on
Sunday. 
They meet in Frankfurt at the
Waldstadion where kickoff is
at 6 pm local time (1600
GMT). Here's what to know
about the match:
Denmark's need for a win is
greater, ahead of a final Group
C game against a physically
imposing Serbia team.
The teams renew their rivalry
from a Euro 2020 semifinal
played three years ago at
Wembley Stadium. England
won 2-1 after extra time,
sealed when Harry Kane
followed up his penalty being
saved by Kasper Schmeichel to
score when the ball rebounded
to him.
Denmark did not easily forget

how England got that decisive
spot-kick, for a foul awarded
against defender Joakim
Mæhle - "a penalty which
should not have been a
penalty," coach Kasper
Hjulmand said then.
There is a familiarity between
the squads with teammates at
Manchester United, Crystal
Palace and Brentford on either
side of this game.
Gareth Southgate is coaching
England at his fourth
tournament and will be less
troubled than analysts and fans
about the manner of victory
over Serbia. England eased its
way through the group stage at
Euro 2020 - making at least
two changes between each
game - did not concede a goal,
then accelerated through the
knockout rounds.
Southgate's main call could be
if Trent Alexander-Arnold's
long-range passing is retained
in central midfield alongside
Declan Rice. Recent debutants
Kobbie Mainoo and Adam

Wharton are options.
England's preferred left back
Luke Shaw is still not involved
in team training, and Kieran
Trippier is set to continue on
his less favored flank.
Denmark has reported no
injury concerns.
A draw can be a good result for
Denmark even if it ends the
day third in the standings.
Slovenia plays Serbia in the
earlier game Thursday. In two
previous Euros with a 24-team

tournament format - which
sends four of the six third-
place teams to the knockout
phase - a team with three
draws has done enough to
advance.
Another England win would
set the team up to win Group
C and face a third-place team
in the round of 16. The group
runner-up will face the Group
A winner, likely Germany, in
the vibrant Dortmund
stadium.

However, England has never
won two straight games to
start a Euros tournament.
Defender Simon Kjaer was an
unused substitute against
Slovenia and his Denmark
record of 132 national-team
games is now just one ahead of
Christian Eriksen, who scored
in that 1-1 draw.
"We see it every day in training
here, and he's such a nice guy
as well. You know he has high
standards that he sets and
expects," said England
midfielder Kobbie Mainoo, 19,
on star teammate Jude
Bellingham, who turns 21 next
week.
"Once the tournament starts
you get into a rhythm. It came
and we won it. So, we're
confident now, we're happy,"
said England winger Bukayo
Saka on winning the first game
"We have it in our power to
have a fantastic game against
England where nobody
expects us to win," Denmark
coach Kasper Hjulmand said.
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Former Grand Slam
champions Naomi Osaka,

Caroline Wozniacki,
Angelique Kerber and Emma
Raducanu have all been
awarded wild cards for
Wimbledon. The grass-court
tournament starts on July 1.
Osaka - a four-time major
champion and former No. 1
player - and three-time Grand
Slam winner Kerber returned
from maternity leave at the
start of this season. 
Currently ranked 113th, Osaka
was the only player to take a set

from top-ranked Iga Swiatek at
the French Open and followed
that up with a quarterfinal spot
last week in 's-Hertogenbosch,
a warm-up event for
Wimbledon.
Former US Open champion
Raducanu made her
breakthrough at Wimbledon
by advancing to the fourth
round in 2021. She will be
playing there for the first time
in two years after undergoing
wrist and ankle surgery in
2023. 
Kerber won the 2018
Wimbledon title and was
runner-up at the All England

Club in 2016. She is also a
former top-ranked player.
Wozniacki returned from
maternity leave last August.
She's never got past the fourth
round at Wimbledon, where
she will be playing for the first
time since 2019.
British players Francesca Jones,
Heather Watson and Yuriko
Miyazaki were also included in
the initial list of invitations.
One main draw wild card
remains to be allocated. Seven
British players have been
invited to play in the men's
draw, including last year's
junior champion Henry Searle.
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The city of Brussels says it
won't host a UEFA Nations

League match between
Belgium and Israel in
September because of the
"dramatic situation in Gaza"
that creates a security
headache for city officials.
Brussels' first alderman Benoit
Hellings said on Wednesday
the city considers it impossible
to organize the match, which
was scheduled to take place at
the Stade Roi Baudouin on
September 6.

Hundreds of pro-Palestinian
demonstrators have repeatedly
taken to the streets of Brussels
since the start of the war
between Israel and Hamas last
year. 
Last month, ticket sales for the
Belgium-Israel match were
paused because of security
concerns. Hellings said that
Brussels officials discussed
thoroughly the possibility of
hosting the match with the
federal government, police
forces and the Belgian soccer
federation (URBSFA). 
"Today, it is clear that the

announcement of such a
match being held in our capital

will undoubtedly provoke
major (counter-) demonstra-

tions, compromising the safety
of spectators, players, residents
and our police forces alike," he
said in a statement. 
"The Red Devils' matches have
always been moments of unity
and togetherness. The
humanitarian and security
situation in Gaza and its
repercussions force the (city)
to inform the URBSFA that it is
not possible to organize this
match at the Stade Roi
Baudouin."
Ticket sales for other Belgium
home matches in the
tournament against France on

October 14 and Italy on
November 14 are going ahead
as planned.
Belgium is currently playing at
the European Championship
in Germany. It lost its first
group game against Slovakia.
Brussels has been on security
alert even before the war in
Gaza started, with Belgium
being hit repeatedly by
extremist attacks. Last year, a
soccer game between Belgium
and Sweden was suspended at
halftime following a gunman
fatally shooting two Swedes in
Brussels before kickoff.

Former deputy head
of Czech soccer
association gets
suspended sentence in
match-fixing scandal
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Carlos Alcaraz began his
grass-court season by beat-

ing Francisco Cerundolo 6-1, 7-
5 in his opener at Queen's Club,
and Andy Murray was victori-
ous in his 1,000th tour-level
match. The 21-year-old
Spaniard returned to action fol-
lowing his French Open title and
extended his grass-court win-
ning streak to 13 matches.
The streak dates back to last year,
when Alcaraz won the Queen's
Club title before defeating Novak
Djokovic in the Wimbledon
final. Alcaraz, ranked No. 2.
Improved to 17-2 on grass for
his career and 13-0 against play-
ers ranked outside the top 20 on
the surface. Cerundolo is ranked
No. 26. Alcaraz fell behind 2-5
in the second set and saved three
set points on serve at 4-5 before
clinching the win. He next faces
Jack Draper.

Alcaraz starts grass-court
campaign with win over
Cerundolo at Queen’s Club
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World-renowned football
club FC Barcelona has

decided to shut down all its
academies in India, 14 years
after starting operations with an
aim to train the country's kids
in their famed 'La Masia (youth
academy)' style.
FC Barcelona did not provide
any official reason for the clo-
sure. All its academies in the
Indian cities of Delhi NCR,
Mumbai, Bengaluru and Pune
will cease to exist from July 1.
"FC Barcelona have informed
the families involved in Delhi,
Mumbai, Bangalore and Pune
will cease to operate as Barca
Academies from 1 July 2024,"
the club said in a statement
which it uploaded on its web-
site.

"Barcelona's presence in India
began back in 2010 and since
then thousands of youngsters
have learned to play football in
the Barca style and with the
Club's values.
"Furthermore, India was the
venue for two Barca Academy
APAC tournament in 2019 and
2020 and the academies have
been an ever present in the 11
editions of the Barca Academy
World Cup held in Barcelona
during Easter Week," the club
added.
Football legends such as Lionel
Messi, Andres Iniesta, Sergio
Busquets and Gerard Pique
achieved their superstardom
after undergoing training at
the Barca Academy.
In the statement, FC Barcelona
expressed gratitude to all the
families for their trust in the

project over the years, as well as
to all the coaches, local staff,
and Conscient Football, the
club's India partner that has col-
laborated on the Barca acade-
mies project all these years.
Barca Academy India was the
largest grassroots football train-
ing and development initiative
in India.
As part of the venture, it set
multiple football training cen-
tres in Delhi, Gurugram, Noida,
Mumbai, Bengaluru, and Pune,
organising programs, camps,
leagues, tournaments, and
exposure trips.
Barca Academy is the flagship
FC Barcelona school aimed at
boys and girls between 4 to 17
years of age and its main objec-
tive is to provide a comprehen-
sive training environment for
their students.
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The PGA Tour and the
Saudi backers of LIV Golf

reached consensus on several
items during its meeting its
recent meeting in New York.
Commissioner Jay Monahan
cautioned players "there is
still work to do" before any
agreement. Monahan sent
players a memo after the
PGA Tour policy board and
the commercial PGA Tour
Enterprises board held a joint
meeting during the Travelers
Championship in
Connecticut.
He did not share specifics,
only saying the goal was to
develop "a shared vision for
the future of professional
golf " that gives players the
best global opportunities.
The meeting with Yasir Al-
Rumayyan, governor of the
Public Investment Fund of
Saudi Arabia, and PGA Tour
Enterprises board members
including Tiger Woods,
Adam Scott and Rory
McIlroy, was May 11.
Monahan also announced a
few tweaks for the PGA Tour
schedule in 2025, while
saying the revamped model
that caters to the top
performers from the previous
year are still creating roughly
the same level of turnover.

One big change involves
Woods. The board approved
an additional sponsor
exemption in the $20 million
signature events specifically
for Woods "as a player who
has reached an exceptional
lifetime achievement" of 80-
plus wins in his career. 
Woods has played only four
times this year - three majors
and taking one of the four
sponsor exemptions for his
Genesis Invitational at
Riviera, where he had to
withdraw with the flu.
The player-hosted signature
events - Riviera, Bay Hill
and Memorial - are the only
small fields with a cut.
Monahan said the tour
board and Player Advisory
Council will study whether
all the signature should
have a cut. The board took
no action.
The board did approve a
minimum 72 players for the
signature events, creating an
alternate list based on the
current FedEx Cup standings
for the players not already
eligible. Players complained
this year when fields dipped
below 70. In the Arnold
Palmer Invitational this year,
the 69-man field meant one
player - Nick Dunlap - had to
start the tournament as a
single.
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