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Declaring that the set-
t ing up of the
Cabinet Sub-
Committee on
Rythu Bharosa is
intended only to
cheat farmers,
former Power
Minister G.
Jagdish Reddy
demanded that the
Congress government
should give Rythu Bharosa funds
as it was given during the Yasangi
season without linking it to the
loan waiver scheme.

He said the Congress govern-
ment had failed to stick to its word
to give Rs 15,000 citing Rythu
Bharosa.

Speaking to the media at the
Telangana Bhavan on Sunday
along with senior BRS leader
Ravula Chandrasekhar Reddy,
Jagdish said the Rythu Bandhu
scheme used to deposit money in
the bank accounts of farmers at the
end of June during BRS rule.

He said the Congress govern-
ment is a cheating government and
that it is now not speaking about
pensions and power bills are not
being waived.

Jagdish said that law and order
had collapsed in the state and that

both men and women were being
attacked. Street dogs are attacking

women but there is no response
from the government, he

said.He said the sand mafia
is digging up rivers and
asked the government to
concentrate on gover-
nance.
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The Congress formed a stable
government with 65 MLAs. I do
not think there is a need to
induct MLAs from other political
parties into the Congress. A
political party should work
as per its ideas. The
induction of former
Speaker and current
Banswada BRS MLA
Pocharam Srinivas
Reddy into the
Congress is
sheer oppor-
tunism.

- T. Jeevan Reddy, Congress MLC

PNS n NEW DELHI

As the row over irregularities in
competitive exams continues to
rage, several academicians on
Sunday urged the Centre to preserve
the integrity of exams
and stressed that
overnight solu-
tions are not
possible in
such complex
cases.

Facing flak
over alleged
discrepancies
in competitive
exams, the Centre
on Saturday shunt-
ed out National Testing
Agency (NTA) Director General
Subodh Singh and handed over the
probe into irregularities in medical
entrance exam NEET-UG to the
CBI.

The Education
Ministry also set up a

seven-member panel headed
by former ISRO chief K

Radhakrishnan to review the
agency's functioning and recom-
mend exam reforms.

It postponed the NEET-PG
entrance, the fourth entrance exam

to be impacted in recent days.
The academics said that removal

of National Testing Agency chief and
ordering CBI probe into the NEET
irregularities will build trust among
students.

"Since this is an issue which
impacts lakhs of students, a thor-
ough investigation into the irregu-

larities is required for an informed
decision.

"Overnight solutions are not pos-
sible in such complex cases. The gov-
ernment has already formed high
level committee. 

Lets wait for all the inputs to
come. We need to have patience,"

Govind Rangarajan, Director, Indian
Institute of Science (IISc)-Bangalore,
said.Anil Sahasrabuddhe, Chairman
of National Education Technology
Forum, said the decision to hand
over all NTA cases to CBI has
reposed confidence in the 
students.

The academics

said that removal of

National Testing Agency

chief and ordering CBI

probe into the NEET

irregularities will build

trust among

students.

Uphold exam integrity, quick fixes won’t do: Academics

PNS n HYDERABAD

Alleging that Huzurabad BRS MLA
Padi Kaushik Reddy had made
baseless allegations against him
regarding fly ash, Transport Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar issued legal
notices through his lawyer Etoru
Purnachander Rao to Padi Kaushik
Reddy, T News Channel and T News
Channel Managing Director
Joginpally Santhosh Kumar,
Namasthe Telangana newspaper
and its Chief Editor Thigulla
Krishna Murthi and the Telangana
Publications Private Limited.

In his legal notice, Ponnam said
that fly ash is being produced at the
NTPC power plant and that it is sup-
plied free after inviting tenders. Fly
ash is useful in road construction

and for making bricks.
The fly ash supplied by NTPC is

transported to various areas from
Ramagundam in trucks.Padi
Kaushik Reddy was supposed to ask
where the loading of fly ash is tak-
ing place. 

ALLEGATIONS OVER FLY ASH 

Ponnam issues legal notices to
BRS MLA Kaushik, others

PNS n NEW DELHI

The CBI on Sunday took over the
probe into alleged irregularities in
the medical entrance exam
NEET-UG following a reference
from the Union education min-
istr y,  whi le  the Economic
Offences Unit of the Bihar Police
arrested five more persons for
alleged paper leak, taking the
total arrests to 18.

With the investigation gather-
ing steam, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) cracked the whip
against more students, debar-
ring 17 from centres in Bihar after
detection of "malpractices".

NEET-UG ISSUE

CBI takes over
probe; Bihar Police
arrests five more 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has moved the Supreme
Court against
the Delhi
High Court's
interim stay
on a trial
court's order
granting him
bail in a
money-laun-
dering case linked to the alleged
excise scam.

The high court on Friday paused
the release of the embattled chief
minister after the trial court grant-
ed him bail on June 20.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
national convenor, who was arrest-
ed by the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on March 21, could have
walked out of Tihar Jail on Friday
had the high court not granted the
interim relief to the federal anti-
money laundering agency.

"Till the pronouncement of this
order, the operation of the
impugned order shall remain
stayed," a vacation bench of the
high court said and asked the par-
ties to file written submissions by
June 24.

EXCISE POLICY ‘SCAM'

Kejriwal moves SC
against HC’s

interim stay on bail

PNS n NEW DELHI

The first session of the 18th Lok
Sabha beginning Monday will see
oath-taking by newly elected mem-
bers followed by election of the Lok
Sabha Speaker on June 26 and
President Droupadi Murmu's
address to joint sitting of both the
Houses on June 27.

The row over appointment of BJP
leader and seven-term member
Bhartruhari Mahtab as the pro-tem
speaker is likely to cast shadow over
the session. The move has drawn
flak from the opposition, which
alleged that the claim of Congress
member K Suresh to the post was
overlooked by the government.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju asserted that Mahtab
has had seven uninterrupted terms
as Lok Sabha member, making him
eligible for the post, while Suresh lost
elections in 1998 and 2004 which
makes his current term as the fourth
straight one in the lower house.
Earlier, he was elected to the Lok
Sabha in 1989, 1991, 1996 and
1999.

On Monday, President Droupadi
Murmu will administer the oath to
Mahtab as the pro-tem Speaker of
the Lok Sabha at the Rashtrapati
Bhawan.Mahtab will then reach

Parliament House and call the Lok
Sabha to order at 11 am.

The proceedings will begin with
members observing a moment of
silence on the occasion of the first
sitting of the 18th Lok Sabha. This

will be followed by Lok Sabha
Secretary General Utpal Kumar
Singh placing on the table of the
House the list of the members elect-
ed to the lower house.

Continued oon PPage 22

LS SESSION FROM TODAY

Row over pro-tem speaker
may cast its shadow

T
he Union education ministry's
high-level panel for suggesting
exam reforms and reviewing

functioning of the National Testing
Agency will meet on Monday,
sources said. Amid a row over
irregularities in competitive exams,
the ministry on Saturday notified a
seven-member panel headed by
former Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) chief K
Radhakrishnan to ensure

transparent, smooth and fair conduct
of examinations through the National
Testing Agency (NTA). "In an
expedited action, the panel will have
its first meeting tomorrow (Monday).
The committee is slated to submit its
report within two months. The
reforms that recommended will be
implemented by the next exam cycle.
The panel will also look into the
exam calendar and make
suggestions," a source said.

Panel on exam reforms to meet today

R
eacting to the legal notices
issued by Transport
Minister Ponnam

Prabhakar, the Huzurabad BRS
MLA Padi Kaushik Reddy said
the BRS legal team will answer
Ponnam Prabhakar’s notices.

Padi Kaushik Reddy challenged
Ponnam Prabhakar to take a
pledge at the TTD Venkateswara
Swamy Temple on Wednesday
that he did not take money for
transporting fly ash.

Continued oon PPage 22

Kaushik challenges Ponnam to take
pledge at Venkateswara Swamy Temple

PNS n HYDERABAD

Actor-turned-politician
and politician-turned-actor
Chiranjeevi said that Union
Minister of State for Home
Affairs Bandi Sanjay
Kumar reached the Union
Minister post through hard
work.

He said that he is happy
that Sanjay became a Union
Minister and added that
Sanjay is an aggressive
leader and has got a suitable
ministry.Sanjay made a
courtesy call on Chiranjeevi
on Sunday at the actor’s res-
idence.

Continued oon PPage 22

Sanjay got suitable ministry: Chiranjeevi

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay made a
courtesy call on actor Chiranjeevi on Sunday

L
ok Sabha MPs from the INDIA
bloc will assemble in the
Parliament complex Monday

morning and will march to the House
together on the first day of the first
session of 18th Lok Sabha, sources
said.The MPs will gather near Gate
No 2 of the old Parliament building,
where the Gandhi statue once stood,
a senior opposition party leader said.

The Gandhi statue, which was a
popular protest site for MPs in the
Parliament complex, was recently
relocated along with 14 other statues
that dotted the complex. All these
were installed in one area, Prerna
Sthal. The politician said some MPs
will hold copies of the Constitution of
India and they will all walk down to
the Parliament building.

INDIA MPs to gather in Parliament, march to
Lok Sabha together on 1st day of session

POST-POLL UNITY

CM to witness
oath-taking of
TG Cong MPs
PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy is
going to New Delhi on Monday to
witness the oath taking of Congress
MPs elected from Telangana.

It is learnt that the Chief
Minister will go to New Delhi on
Monday and will return on
Tuesday afternoon after witnessing
the oath-taking ceremony of MPs.
The Chief Minister would also
meet the new MPs from Telangana.

Eight Congress MPs were elect-
ed from Telangana and they are
Mallu Ravi (Nagarkurnool), Suresh
Shetkar (Zaheerabad), Chamala
Kiran Kumar Reddy (Bhongir), K.
Raghuveer Reddy (Nalgonda),
Ramasahayam Raghuram Reddy
(Khammam), Balaram Naik
(Mahbubabad), Dr Kadiam Kavya
(Warangal) and Gaddam Vamshi
Krishna (Peddapalli).

It is learnt that the Chief
Minister would meet AICC lead-
ers and discuss the expansion of the
Cabinet besides the filling up of
nominated posts and the selection
of the new TPCC President.

It may be recalled that the
Congress MLA of Manakondur, Dr
Kavvampally Sathyanarayana, told
reporters on Saturday during a
chit-chat that the Chief Minister
would expand the Cabinet on July
2. In this context, the Chief
Minister will definitely discuss
Cabinet expansion with the high
command. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The state government is planning
to modernise government schools
and Gurukul institutions.

The government has already
taken steps to establish SC, ST, BC
and minority gurukul schools
under a single roof at an integrat-
ed residential school campus.The
integrated campuses will be con-
structed in all Assembly con-
stituencies in the state. The con-

struction of integrated campuses
will be taken up in Kodangal and
Madhira Assembly constituencies
as a pilot project. Later, these
campuses will be established in all
the constituencies in a phased
manner.Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy, Deputy Chief Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka and Chief
Secretary Santhi Kumari reviewed
the establishment of integrated
residential schools with officials
concerned at the CM's residence
on Sunday.

The Chief Minister, the Deputy
CM and officials examined designs
for integrated schools submitted by
architects.Apart from classrooms,
school campuses will be con-
structed as advanced educational
institutions on par with interna-
tional schools. The integrated res-
idential schools will provide all
facilities to students.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka Mallu will visit
Srisailam on Monday.

He will have darshan at the
Bhramaramba Sametha
Mallikarjunaswamy temple and
conduct a special pooja.

Later, Bhatti will inspect the
Srisailam Left Underground
Hydroelectric Power Station.

In the afternoon, he will hold a
review meeting with TSGenco
officials at the Srisailam Left Bank
Power House. In the evening Bhatti
will return to Hyderabad by road. 

Bhatti to visit
Srisailam Left Power

House today

CM review meeting on Integrated schools at his residence

Integrated Residential
School Campuses in TG
” Govt to modernise its schools,

Gurukul institutions

” CM examines designs for
modern school buildings

” Campuses will spread over 
20 to 25 acres

” Pilot project in Kodangal 
and Madhira
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Cabinet sub-committee
on Rythu Bharosa ploy 
to cheat farmers: BRS

2

Divakonda Damodar Rao Vaddiraju Ravi Chandra

B
RS chief K. Chandrasekhar Rao
sent a letter to the Secretary
General of the Rajya Sabha on

Sunday appointing Vaddiraju Ravi
Chandra, MP, as the Deputy Leader
of the BRS Parliamentary Party and
Divakonda Damodar Rao, MP, as
the Whip of the BRS Parliamentary
Party in the Rajya Sabha. 

Vaddiraju is Deputy
Leader of BRSPP,

Divakonda RS Whip

2 2

On Monday, President Droupadi

Murmu will administer the oath to

Mahtab as the pro-tem Speaker of

the Lok Sabha at the Rashtrapati

Bhawan.Mahtab will then reach

Parliament House and call the Lok

Sabha to order at 11 am.
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Samantha’s Bollywood debut with SRK

ON A ROLL!
Kanishka bombing: ‘One of

worst acts of terrorism in 

history’
GST COUNCIL
NEEDS TO RECONSTITUTE

THREE GOMS

70% passengers are
women...
After the implementation of the
Mahalakshmi scheme, the
number of women passengers
has increased in Telangana State
Road Transport Corporation
(TGSRTC). Recent data of the
TGSRTC revealed that around 70
per cent of the passengers are
freely travelling in the city without
paying any fare, which means
only 30 per cent of the
passengers are paying to the
corporation.A source said that
recently, the TGSRTC
management analysed the
passenger and they found that out
of 100 per cent...

-PAGE: 3

Man cremates
‘wife’ in...
A man who cremated his 40-year-
old "wife" four days ago in this
Uttar Pradesh district was reunited
with her after she was found alive
about 600 kilometres away in
Jhansi, police said on Sunday.
Ram Sumer (60), a resident of
Bansgaon in Gorakhpur, lodged a
complaint that his wife Phoolmati
had gone missing on June 15.
Four days later, on June 19, a
woman's body was found in the
Uruva Bazaar area. Sumer
identified the body as that of his
wife and completed the last rites,
the police said...

‘Global trends,
trading activity...
Stock markets will take cues from
trading activity of foreign investors
and global trends this week with
benchmark equity indices likely to
face volatility amid the scheduled
monthly derivatives expiry,
analysts said. Moreover, factors
such as the progress of monsoon
and Brent crude oil would also
dictate investors' sentiment during
the week. "This week, sector-
specific movements are anticipated
amid budget-related buzz. Key
factors to watch include the
progress of monsoon, which will
be closely monitored...

Near perfect India
could play party...
India will be out to derail
Australia's T20 World Cup
campaign when they take on their
shocked and under-pressure
opponents in their final Super 8
game here on Monday. A third
straight win for India will not only
make them the group toppers and
send them to the semifinals, it will
also substantially threaten
Australia's chances of progressing
through to the semi-finals
following the unexpected loss to
Afghanistan in Saint Vincent on
Saturday night.  Following the
reverse against...
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Updated: June 23, 2024 5:00 PM

Forecast: Partly Cloudy
Temp: 33

oc

Humidity: 65%
Sunrise: 5:44 AM
Sunset: 6:54 PM

TODAY

HYDERABAD WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Krishna Paksha

Tithi: Tritiya: Jun 24 03:26 AM

to Jun 25 01:23 AM

Chaturthi: Jun 25 01:23 AM

to Jun 25 11:11 PM

Nakshatram: 

Uttara Ashadha: Jun 23 05:03 PM

to Jun 24 03:54 PM

Shravana: Jun 24 03:54 PM

to Jun 25 02:32 PM

Rahukalam: 7:25 AM to 9:03 AM

Yamagandam:  10:40 AM to 12:18 PM

Varjyam: 07:40 PM to 09:11 PM

Gulika: 1:56 PM to 3:34 PM

Amritakalam: 09:48 AM to 11:20 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:52 AM to 12:44 PM

TG BABUS AFTER TWO UNION 
MINISTERS FROM STATE

Post elections, it is natural for babus who
are not apolitical to send feelers to netas of
the ruling party, be it at the Centre or in the
states, for securing convenient posts to accel-
erate their bureaucratic career. In Telangana,
this time, breaking norms, many bureaucrats
have directly approached the two new
Union Ministers picked from the state --
Kishan Reddy and Bandi Sanjay. Several oth-
ers are using their contacts to push their
names for getting suitable postings with the
two Ministers' blessings. Among those who
have reached out to the Ministers are some
very popular names seen as those who oth-
erwise would not want to go to Delhi. With
nearly 60 such applicants jockeying for posi-
tions, their peers, for who regime change
does not make much of a difference, are
wondering who all would make it.

CONGRESS WEAPONISES 
ARVIND KUMAR'S LETTER 

Sufi mystic Jalal al-Din Mu?ammad Rumi
once remarked: "Do a good deed and throw
it in the river, one day it will come back to
you in the desert". It has come true in the
case of Special CS Arvind Kumar in
Telangana. Seven years after he had written
an exemplary letter to the state government
under the previous dispensation question-
ing the wisdom of its Power Purchase
Agreement with the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment, it has now become the talk of the town
and a solid piece of evidence. Six months ago,
Arvind was targeted by the new government
for his decisions relating to Formula E and
ORR, among others. But over the past two
weeks, his name has been doing the rounds
in official circles because of the letter he
wrote in 2017.  The Revanth government
wants that letter to be highlighted in the
media. In fact, requests came in to repub-
lish it in the context of the ongoing probe.
For newbies, in 2017, senior IAS officer
Arvind Kumar was shunted out as secretary
of the Industries Department and appoint-
ed as Resident Commissioner of Telangana
Bhavan for sending the very same letter.
Now, bureaucratic circles are discussing if
eventually Arvind will make a comeback just
like he did in BRS regime. Some say, the
chances of his comeback are bleak. 

HERE'S WHY DHARMA REDDY 
WAS SENT PACKING 

What beat official circles in AP is that for-
mer Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams
Executive Officer Dharma Reddy got 7 days'

leave before being transferred. Yours truly
detected the reasons behind the generous
leave as a top-up, instead of a plain trans-
fer. After being sworn in as Chief Minister
of AP, Chandrababu Naidu wanted to go to
Tirumala but he did not want to see
Dharma Reddy's face. However, he could not
immediately decide on the next EO. So, they
sent Dharama Reddy packing. 

THE AURA OF KRISHNA TEJA
Among Jana Senani, for some reasons,

2015 batch Kerala cadre IAS officer Krishna
Teja had been quite popular ever since Pawan
Kalyan took charge as the Deputy Chief
Minister. Even as his name was doing the
rounds, there were whispers in the corridors
of power to make him OSD to Pawan
Kalyan. Things moved fast, though many
bureaucrats are still clueless as to what makes
him so special and why he was cherry-
picked. Yours truly is on the job. Watch this
space for details.

LEGAL THEN, ILLEGAL NOW 
Noticeably, only upon regime change

babus choose to visibly nail the misdeeds of
the previous government with 'concrete evi-
dence'.  When YSRCP was in power, bureau-
crats were silent over the construction of YSR
Congress party office at Tadepally, near
Vijayawada.  After the Telugu Desam Party-
led combine came to power, the bureaucrats
unabashedly acted post haste to raze the
same office building, saying it was an ille-
gal construction. When YSRCP had come
to power in 2019, babus found several deeds
of the previous TDP government to be ille-
gal. Looks like babus determine the legali-
ty of structures or whatever only upon
regime change. 

THE CORE OF ADMINISTRATION CHANGES 
One of the collateral damages of quin-

quennial elections is that the core of the
administration, comprising seasoned offi-
cials, is changed by default. Upon regime
change in Andhra Pradesh, many IAS/IPS
officers across the state have been trans-
ferred. Last week, Chief Secretary Neerabh
Kumar Prasad issued orders transferring 37
IAS officers, with more than a dozen of them
being asked to report to the General
Administration Department. A little bird
told us that those asked to report to the GAD
were blatant supporters of the previous gov-
ernment, including Srilakshmi, Rajat
Bhargava and Praveen Prakash.

--Yours truly

2 dead,16 hurt in a road accident at ORR
PNS n HYDERABAD

In a tragic incident, two per-
sons were believed to be died
and 16 others were injured
when a private travels bus
overturned after ramming into
the road divider in the Outer
Ring Road (ORR) under
Narsingi police station limits
on Sunday evening. 

The injured were rushed to
the hospital. The bus was

heading to Mumbai from
Hyderabad. 

As the bus fell on the road,
there was traffic jam for about
2 kilometres from the place of
the accident. With the help of
a crane, officials tried to
remove the bus on the road. 

The way towards Narsingi
toll plaza, Kokapet and finan-
cial district routes were
jammed with the vehicles after
the accident.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The BRS’s Jagtial MLA, Dr
Sanjay Kumar, joined the
Congress on Sunday at the
CM's residence in the presence
of Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy, Revenue Minister
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy, for-
mer Minister P. Sudarshan
Reddy and Advisor Vem
Narender Reddy. 

Sanjay Kumar is a second-
time MLA and is very close to

BRS chief K. Chandrasekhar
Rao.

It is learnt that Hyderabad
city BRS MLAs are ready to
join the Congress at any
moment. Everything depends
on Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy.

Already four BRS MLAs
have joined the Congress.
They are Danam Nagender,
Tellam Venkatrao, Kadiam
Srihari and Pocharam Srinivas
Reddy. 

Continued from page 1

However, he levelled base-
less allegations against me,
Ponnam said in his legal
notice.Ponnam alleged that
Padi Kaushik Reddy levelled
baseless allegations to
defame him and that Padi
Kaushik Reddy had said that
the Minister was allowing
trucks only after taking
money from them.He said
that thousands of tons of fly
ash are being transported
from Ramagundam and that
officials take care of it along
with the NTPC.

Advocate Purnachander
Rao issued legal notices to
MLA Kaushik Reddy regard-
ing the allegations he had
made against Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar. The
legal notices were also sent to
the Namaste Telangana daily
and the T News Channel
which broadcasted it.

Continued from page 1

He said that he had got a let-
ter from the inquiry commis-
sion on the power sector seek-
ing an opinion on persons
who had testified before the
commission.“I will give the
information I have to the
inquiry commission. I will
expose those who testified
before the inquiry commission.

Comprehensive information
will be available to the inquiry
commission only if everyone is
questioned. The inquiry com-
mission should gather informa-
tion from former Chhattisgarh
CM Raman Singh and officials
of the power department. The
inquiry commission should
also gather information from
the NGT which stayed ERC.
The government gave leaks

after the Inquiry Commission
Chairman spoke to the media
stating that the power sector
suffered a loss of Rs 6,000
crore. The commission should
summon those who leaked
information to the media and
examine all issues raised by us.
If not, I will ask inquiry com-
mission chairman Justice L.
Narasimha Reddy to quit,”
Jagdish said.

Cabinet sub-committee on Rythu...

Continued from page 1

Padi Kaushik Reddy made
it clear that he would reveal
more facts regarding the fly
ash transport scam if Ponnam
Prabhakar failed to come to
the TTD Venkateswara
Swamy Temple on Wednesday. 

He said that Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar told the
RDO and the MRO over the
phone that Kalyanalaxmi
cheques were not to be given
to the Huzurabad MLA.

Padi Kaushik Reddy
warned officials that he has
prepared a black book of offi-
cials and that officials would
face black days when the BRS
returned to power.

The Huzurabad MLA said
that the CM forgot about
increasing pensions after
becoming the CM. The CM
stopped three months' pen-
sions, Padi Kaushik Reddy

said.
He asked Chief Minister

Revanth Reddy to explain
why he did not stick to his
word that the Congress gov-
ernment will hike pensions
within 100 days.

Expressing anger over
Congress leaders counter-
attacking when questioned
about the state government,
Padi  Kaushik Reddy
demanded that the govern-
ment should give pensions to
two persons from a family.

He asked the government
why it is not following pro-
tocol in constituencies repre-
sented by BRS MLAs. He
said the Congress govern-
ment is  distr ibuting
Kalyanalaxmi cheques to
beneficiaries without inform-
ing BRS MLAs.  The
Ministers  are directing
MROs not to give cheques to
BRS MLAs.

Kaushik challenges...Ponnam issues...

MIYAPUR LAND GRAB CASE

Cyberabad cops arrest 21 people
PNS n HYDERABAD

After some people threw stones
at the police on Saturday at
Miyapur, the Cyberabad Police
arrested 21 people on Sunday
who were behind the conspir-
acy and had instigated the
mob to violence.

The police released a press
note on Sunday stating that on
Saturday some miscreants had
gathered around 2,500 people
by spreading fake news and
instigated them to gather ille-
gally. They threw stone, and
blocked the police and HMDA
and Revenue officials from
carrying out their duties.

The suspects are are Kuppadi
Sangeetha, Shaik Muneer,
Palthya Laxmi Bhai, Pathlavath
Srinivas Naik, Chimkodu
Laxmi, Paindla Lavanya, Dogiri
Gouramma, Byagari

Chandramma, Pole Laxmi,
Kummari Ashok, Agam
Narsing Rao, Rangula Gopala
Krishna, Mudavatha Balakoti,
Ramavath Gopal, Rathod Sunil,
Mudavath Govind, Amgoth
Ramesh, Patlavath Premkumar,
Lavidiya Mahesh, Ambothu
Swamy and Mudavatha Munya.

During the clash, one
Revenue official was severely

injured. 
A case has been booked

under Sections 307, 333, 447,
147, 148, and 120(B) of IPC
and Section 149 against the
perpetrators.

The police said that any
individual or group who tries
to grab government lands ille-
gally will be booked under
stringent provisions of the law

and will be treated as land grab-
bers.

Meanwhile, in view of the
attacks on the police in
Miyapur and illegal land grab-
bing by people, Cyberabad
Commissioner of  Police
Avinash Mohanty imposed
Section 144 of CrPC on
Sunday. 

Cyberabad police released

a press note where it men-
tioned that people who do not
reside in the area or do not
have work in the area will be
prohibited from entering the
limits  of  Miyapur and
Chandanagar police stations. 

Any gathering of five or
more persons in those station
limits will not be permitted.

"The order will be in force
from 6 am on June 23 to 11
pm on June 29 in the limits of
Miyapur and Chandanagar
police stations of Cyberabad
Police Commissionerate."

The police gave exemp-
tions to the police officers,
military personnel and home
guards who are on duty.
Funeral processions and mar-
riage functions wil l  be
allowed. Any person violating
the orders shall be liable for
prosecution.

‘I am in race for
TG BJP prez post’
PNS n HYDERABAD

The BJP’s Malkajgiri MP,
Eatala Rajender, indicated on
Sunday that he is seriously in
the race for the BJP state
president post. 

Addressing a programme
held in Hyderabad, Eatala
said the Telangana BJP needs
a leader who has guts and can
hit the bull’s eye when the sit-
uation arises. The Telangana
BJP does not need a leader
who can fight in the street,
Eatala said.

Reminding the BJP’s
Goshamahal MLA T. Raja
Singh’s comments, Eatala said
that some people are saying
that the party needs a fighter
as its President.“I fought four
Chief Ministers. Leaders like
me will not speak time and
again. I fought with top lead-
ers when the situation came.

I will fight with the present
Chief Minister if he fails to
implement the assurances
given by the Congress,” Eatala
said.It may be recalled that
Raja Singh said that the
Telangana BJP needs a leader
who is aggressive and is con-
cerned about the nation and
dharma. He also said that the
BJP high command should
hold talks with senior leaders
of the Telangana BJP before
appointing its new 
president.

Malkajgiri MP Eatala Rajender addressing
the gathering on Sunday at his constituency

Defection of BRS MLAs 
worries many Congress leaders

SNCN ACHARYULU
n HYDERABAD

BRS MLAs are joining the
Congress one after the other.
Interestingly, the defection of
BRS MLAs is worrying
Congress leaders more than
BRS leaders.

Ahead of the expected
Cabinet expansion, the joining
of BRS MLAs is disturbing
Congress MLAs who are hop-
ing for berths in the cabinet.
Senior BRS MLAs like
Kadiyam Srihari, Pocharam
Srinivasa Reddy and Danam
Nagendar joined the Congress.

Congress leaders think that
unless there was some assur-
ance from the party leadership
senior BRS MLAs would not
join the Congress. There were
speculations that former BRS
Secretary General and Rajya
Sabha Member K. Keshava

Rao was assured a Rajya Sabha
ticket after the end of his pre-
sent term.

Kadiyam Srihari's daughter
was given a Lok Sabha ticket
for joining the Congress after
the BRS announced a Lok
Sabha ticket for her.

MLA Danam Nagendar was
given the Secunderabad Lok
Sabha ticket after he joined in
the Congress from the BRS.

According to sources all
these three MLAs are hoping
for Cabinet berths in the com-
ing expansion. In the past, BRS
also gave Minister posts to
those who had defected from
the Congress and the TDP.

There are six vacancies in
the Telangana cabinet. From
the erstwhile Nizamabad dis-
trict, senior Congress MLA P.
Sudarshan Reddy is a strong
candidate for a cabinet
Minister post. At present there

is no representation in the cab-
inet for Nizamabad district.

Former Telangana Assembly
Speaker BRS MLA Pocharam
Srinivasa Reddy joined the
Congress on Saturday. The
joining of Pocharam is creat-
ing tension among the follow-
ers of senior Congress MLA P.
Sudarshan Reddy who is a
strong cabinet Minister candi-
date.

In some cases, the joining of
BRS MLAs is creating tension
for defeated Congress candi-
dates and not for MLAs. For
example, in the erstwhile
Khammam district, BRS MLA
Tellam Venkat Rao joined the
Congress but Congress MLAs
are not worried about it as
already there are three minis-
ters from this district and
there are no chances for any
MLA from this district to join
the cabinet.

‘Exam warrior’
Modi waged war on
youth: Asaduddin 
PNS n HYDERABAD

All India Majlis-e-Ittehad-ul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) presi-
dent Asaduddin Owaisi on
Sunday took a dig at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi stat-
ing that the latter has waged
a war on the future of youth.

The statement comes after
the Centre cancelling and
postponing competitive
exams including UGC NET,
NEET-PG and NEET UG
following question paper
leaks. Owaisi took to X and
said, ""Exam warrior"
@narendramodi has waged a
war on our youth's future.
First it was NEET UG (23
lakh students), then UGC-
NET (9 lakh students). Then
CSIR-NET was cancelled (2
lakh students). NEET-PG (2
lakh) was cancelled a night
before the exam. The respon-
sibility lies with Modi and his
ministers. Our youth deserve
an apology from the PM and
justice from his government."

Jagtial BRS MLA Sanjay
Kumar joins Congress Induction of Pocharam

into Cong sheer
opportunism: Jeevan

PNS n HYDERABAD

The induc-
tion of
B a n s w a d a
BRS MLA
Po c h a r a m
S r i n i v a s
Reddy into
the Congress is sheer oppor-
tunism, Congress MLC T.
Jeevan Reddy said on Sunday.

He said that he would not
encourage such moves and
that political parties should
function as per their ideolo-
gies.

He said the Congress
formed a stable government
with just 65 MLAs. “I do not
think that there is a need to
induct MLAs from other
political parties,” Jeevan said.

Pocharam Srinivas Reddy
joined the Congress on
Friday in the presence of
Chief Minister-cum-TPCC
President Revanth Reddy and
Revenue Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy.

Sanjay got...
Continued from page 1

Speaking on the
occasion, Chiranjeevi
said that  Pr ime
Minister Narendra
Modi speaking to him
was a  memorable
moment during AP
CM Chandrababu
Naidu’s oath-taking
ceremony.

Sanjay said that he
was a  fan of
Chiranjeevi’s films
during his student
days and that the
TDP,  BJP,  
Jana Sena alliance
managed to get good
results in Andhra
Pradesh.

He expressed the
hope that the alliance
government will pro-
vide good governance
to the people  of
Andhra Pradesh.

Integrated Residential...
Continued from page 1

Officials have been asked to
design and construct school
campuses based on land avail-
ability. These school buildings
will be constructed like inter-
national schools.

Each Integrated Gurukul
Complex will be built on an
area of about 20 to 25 acres.
The government has already
decided to build school build-

ings in one place and develop
them as a mini education hub.

The main objective behind
establishing integrated educa-
tional campuses is to develop
a competitive spirit among
students and to eliminate dis-
crimination based on caste
and religious prejudices. The
integrated residential school
concept will also help in the
effective management of
gurukuls.

CBI takes over probe; Bihar...
Continued from page 1

Amid a demand for the can-
cellation of the May 5 exam, the
ministry officials reiterated the
government's earlier stand that
the incidents of malpractices
were "localised" or "isolated" and
it was not fair to jeopardise the
careers of lakhs of candidates
who cleared the exam rightful-

ly.In an optional retest held for
1,563 students whose grace
marks were scrapped after the
matter reached the Supreme
Court, only 813 appeared on
Sunday.These candidates were
awarded grace marks by the
NTA to make up for the loss of
time at six centres due to a delay
in the start of the examination
on May 5. 

Kejriwal moves...
Continued from page 1

The high court said it was
reserving the order for two-
three days as it wanted to go
through the entire case
records.

It also issued a notice to
Kejriwal seeking his response
to the ED's plea challenging
the trial court's June 20 order
by which he was granted
bail. The court had listed the
plea for hearing on July 10.

In its bail order, the trial
court had held that prima
facie, Kejriwal's guilt was yet
to be established and that the
ED had failed to furnish
direct evidence linking him
to the proceeds of crime in
the money-laundering case.

The excise policy was
scrapped in 2022 after the
Delhi lieutenant governor
ordered a CBI probe into
alleged irregularities and cor-
ruption involving its formu-
lation and execution.

Continued from page 1

Mahtab will then call upon
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Leader of the Lok
Sabha, to take oath as mem-
ber of the House.

The pro-tem speaker will
then administer oath to the
panel of chairpersons
appointed by the President to
assist him in carrying out the
proceedings of the House till
the election of the Speaker on
June 26.The President has
appointed Kodikunnil Suresh
(Congress), T R Baalu
(DMK), Radha Mohan Singh
and Faggan Singh Kulaste
(both BJP) and Sudip
Bandyopadhyay (TMC) to
assist Mahtab in administer-
ing the oath/affirmation to
the newly elected members
of the Lok Sabha.

After the panel of chair-
persons, the pro-tem speak-
er will administer the
oath/affirmation as Lok
Sabha members to the
Council of Ministers. The
members from states, in
alphabetical order, will take
oath or make affirmation
over the next two days.

Row over pro-tem
speaker may...

Monday Mirchi
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PNS n HYDERABAD

Cyberabad police have appre-
hended 385 drunk and drive
offenders in a large-scale
Drunk driving test was con-
ducted at various locations in
Cyberabad Commissionerate
on Saturday night. 

A total of 292 two-wheel-
ers, 11 three-wheelers, 80
four-wheelers, and 2 heavy
vehicle drivers were caught.
In the IT corridor the police
arrested 182 offenders on
the night of June 22. Four
offenders were caught with
the highest blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) of 550

mg/100 ml.
The Cyberabad police said

that all those caught will be
produced before the court.

The police warned that if
anybody indulges in driving
under the influence of alcohol
and cause accidents, such per-
sons will be arrested and sent
to jail under Ssection 304 part
II of IPC (culpable homicide
not amounting to murder)
for which maximum punish-
ment is 10 years of jail.

Meanwhile, on June 22, 2024,
the Cyberabad traffic police
registered 22 FIRs against 114
vehicles for wrong-side driving
in various locations.

Task Force nabs two for chain-snatching;
gold worth Rs 3.5 lakh seized
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Commissioner's Task
Force (South-East) zone, in
coordination with Malakpet
Police on Sunday arrested two
persons involved in chain-
snatching and seized a gold
chain worth Rs 3.5 lakh from
them.

The accused were identified
as  Gatadi Sai Kumar (26) a
hairdresser, resident of

Saroornagar and a native of
Nizamabad and  Sriram
Srinivas (41) , owner of Balaji
Jewellers in Nizamabad.
Kumar worked as a ladies'
hairdresser and occasionally as
a Rapido rider. In order to
make money he took to chain-
snatching; after surveying a
few locations in Malakpet and
selected a few isolated spots to
execute theft.

On June 18, Kumar

snatched a chin from an elder-
ly woman near Mumtaz
College and fled on his bike
which had no number plate.
Based on a complaint, the
Malakpet Police registered a
case under Section 392 of the
IPC. Kumar travelled to
Amroor and sold the stolen
gold chain to Srinivas at Rs
1,30,000.  The accused was
identified through CCTV
footage and technical clues.

Two accused
held; 2 grams of
MDMA  seized 

PNS n HYDERABAD

SOT LB Nagar zone, along
with Vanasthalipuram police
team apprehended two
accused persons near D-Mart
super market, under the lim-
its of LB Nagar police station
and seized two grams of
MDMA worth Rs 1 lakh , two
mobile phones and one two-
wheeler from them. The
accused are Jurru Akash (20),
Mogili Venkatesh (23) and
Srikanth (absconding)

The accused Jurru Akash
and Mogilli Venkatesh are
friends. Earlier, they worked in
ACSARP Pharma company at
Karkapatla where they had
been addicted to consuming
drugs. Later, they started
procuring and supplying drugs
to the needy persons and thus
earning easy money by illegal
means. They came in contact
with MDMA drug supplier
Srikanth of Neredmet and
started procuring MDMA
drugs, started consuming and
selling to drug addicts. On
Saturday, on a tip off, the SOT
LB Nagar Zone, along with
Vanasthalipuram police appre-
hended the accused persons
near D-Mart super market. 

70% passengers are
women in city buses
PNS n HYDERABAD

After the implementation of
the Mahalakshmi scheme, the
number of women passengers
has increased in Telangana
State Road Transport
Corporation (TGSRTC).
Recent data of the TGSRTC
revealed that around 70 per
cent of the passengers are
freely travelling in the city
without paying any fare, which
means only 30 per cent of the
passengers are paying to the
corporation.

A source said that recently,
the TGSRTC management
analysed the passenger and

they found that out of 100 per
cent of the passengers around
30 per cent are fare-paying pas-
sengers. 

Since the Mahalakshmi

scheme was launched on
December 9, the number of
women passengers has
increased, which helped a lot
of women to save money for

other work. A source said that
in the initial days of the imple-
mentation, around 16 lakh
passengers travelled daily. But
as the days passed by, the
number of passengers
increased to 20 lakh daily. 

"Since the scheme was start-
ed around 54 crore zero tick-
ets were issued to the women
passengers of the State",
sources mentioned.

In the Hyderabad area, daily
around 20 lakh passengers are
travelling across the city. Out
of them around 14 lakh pas-
sengers are travelling under the
Mahalakshmi scheme.
However. 

DCA seizes medicine over
misleading advertisements
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Drug Control
Administration (DCA) on June
22 raided various locations
across Telangana and seized
medicines with false claims of
curing diabetes and fever.

During a special drive, the
DCA officials seized Diofil
capsules, an Ayurvedic medi-
cine which claimed to treat
diabetes. Stocks of the medi-
cines were  seized during the
raid conducted at a medical
shop in Parigi, Vikarabad.

Officials further seized
Kalmegh powder, from a med-
ical shop at Tarnaka.
Advertising a medicine for
the treatment of 'diabetes' and
'fever' is  prohibited under the
Drugs and Magic Remedies

( O b j e c t i o n a b l e
Advertisements) Act, 1954.  

"Further investigation will
be carried out and action will
be taken as per the law against
all the offenders," officials said.

In Adilabad, the DCA offi-
cials sealed a clinic operated by
a quack who was identified as
G Vaikuntam, a resident of
Dasnapur village. The accused
claimed to be a rural medical
practitioner and was practising
medicine without qualification.

During the raid, DCA seized
unlicenced medicines stocked at
the clinic. In all, 26 varieties of
medicines, including antibiotics,
steroids, analgesics and anti-
ulcer drugs were found stocked
on the premises. The DCA offi-
cials seized the stock worth a
total of Rs 20,000 during the raid.

Officials detected several
higher generation 'antibiotics'
at the clinic during the raid.
Indiscriminate sale of antibi-
otics by unqualified persons
may have disastrous conse-
quences on the health of rural
public, including emergence of
'antimicrobial resistance'.

Officials also found 'steroids'
at the clinic operated by the
quack. Misusing steroids can
have serious health conse-
quences, including immune
system suppression, hormon-
al imbalances, muscle and
bone weakness,  cardiovascu-
lar problems and psychologi-
cal effects. The indiscriminate
use of steroids poses significant
risks to public health. Samples
were lifted from the clinic for
further investigation.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Hyderabad experienced heavy
rainfall as dark clouds formed
across the city in the afternoon,
followed by a sudden downpour
in the evening. This brought
relief to the people after three to
four dry days.

According to the Telangana
weatherman, extreme humidi-
ty caused intense storms on
Sunday evening. Areas such as
Charminar, Malakpet,
Mehdipatnam, Aramghar,
Nampally, Dilsukhnagar, LB
Nagar, Saidabad, Rajendranagar,
Golconda, Gachibowli,
Khairatabad and Jubilee Hills
received significant rainfall.

The rains later spread to
northern parts of the city, affect-
ing Malkajgiri, Secunderabad,
Maredpally, Musheerabad,

Uppal, Moulali, Himayatnagar,
Begumpet and Ameerpet. The
Old City also experienced heavy
rain, leading to flooded roads.

The IMD has issued a yellow
alert until June 26 for thunder-
storms with rain, lightning and
gusty winds of 30-40 kmph.
This alert applies to Adilabad,

Komaram Bheem Asifabad,
Mancherial, Nirmal,
Nizamabad, Jagitial, Rajanna
Sircilla, Karimnagar, Peddapalli,
Ranga Reddy, Hyderabad,
M e d c h a l - M a l k a j g i r i ,
Kamareddy, Mahabubnagar and
Nagarkurnool districts of
Telangana. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

High Court judge Sujoy Paul
advised the lawyers to study con-
tinuously to develop a thorough
understanding of the new laws that
are replacing the old ones in July. 

A two-day training pro-
gramme was organised by the
Telangana State Judicial
Academy and the State Bar
Council at the RBVRR Police
Academy in Hyderabad on the

new criminal laws.  Sujoy Paul
said that the Bharatiya Nyay
Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya Nagrik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) and
Bharatiya Saksha Adhiniyam
(BSA), will replace IPC, CrPC
and Evidence Act, respectively. 

Judge of the High Court and
president of the Judicial
Academy Justice P Sam Koshy
said that lawyers' responsibility
will increase with the new crim-
inal laws.  

Lawyers should study new
laws continuously: HC judge

TJUDA to begin indefinite strike from today 
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana Juniour Doctors Association
(TJUDA) will go on an indefinite strike from
Monday over unmet demands. 

It is to be noted that over the last six months,
the association has sent multiple representa-
tions to the medical authorities demanding safe
work spaces, increase in pay scale, among oth-
ers. 

In a statement, the association said, "This
decision comes in response to unresolved issues
regarding working conditions, pay scale, safe-
ty of juniour doctors and several other impor-
tant issues. Despite multiple discussions with
authorities, there has been no satisfactory res-

olutions to our demands. The strike will con-
tinue until our issues are resolved comprehen-
sively.  We regret the inconvenience caused to
patients and general public. Emergency services
will continue to be operated as usual."

It is to be noted that the  association has been
seeking action from the government on the fol-
lowing demands:  Green channel for timely
release of stipends; New building for the
Osmania General Hospital ; new hostel build-
ing for doctors; revised honorarium for super-
speciality senior residents; security issues at var-
ious government hospitals; inadequate infra-
structure at in government medical colleges;
roads in Kakatiya Medical College and 15%
reservation in NEET for prospectus.

Judges seminar puts EME Sailing
Association of India on global track
PNS n HYDERABAD

The International Judges
Seminar conducted by the
EME Sailing Association of
India concluded on Sunday.
This seminar, held after a 15-
year interval, took place from
June 21 to June 23 in the city,
and was organised under the
leadership of Lt Gen Neeraj
Varshney, VSM, Commandant
MCEME, Colonel
Commandant Corps of EME,
and Commodore of the EME
Sailing Association.

World-class instructors such as
Chris Watts (GBR), Rut Subniran
(Thailand) and Leonard Chin
(Malaysia) participated in the sem-
inar. Other notable international
participants included Pokpong
from Thailand.

According to the EME Sailing
Association, the seminar fea-
tured comprehensive sessions on

the latest rules, regulations and
best practices in sailing.
Participants engaged in interac-
tive workshops, case studies and
practical demonstrations. The
seminar aimed to enhance the
skills and knowledge of judges,
ensuring they are equipped to
officiate at the highest levels of
sailing competitions. 

This seminar is significant
for the Indian sailing commu-

nity, reflecting a long-awaited
approval by world sailing. It is
a testament to the growing
heights of the EME Sailing
Association on the internation-
al stage. The EME Sailing
Association said, "We are hon-
oured to host such esteemed
judges and participants, and
we are confident that this will
be a significant step forward
for sailing in India."

Malfunctioning police
portals irk people
PNS n HYDERABAD

With the increase in crime
cases every year, it's really
troublesome for the public
when the police commission-
erate websites are malfunc-
tioning. For 15 days, all the
police websites are malfunc-
tioning and people can't access
them to approach police offi-
cials to solve their issues. 

Speaking to Pioneer corre-
spondent, Sai Teja, a
Hyderabad activist said, "Since
15 days Telangana police web-
site is not opening and I have
been trying from yesterday
and found that other police
commissionerate websites are
also not working. It became
very difficult for the common
man to find out the jurisdic-
tion and the concerned offi-
cials' contact numbers as the
website is not working. This is
a big challenge for people

who want to solve their issues.
In today's digital world, every-
one is preferring the online
rather than walking into a
police station, especially tech-
savvy guys. Hence, I request
police officials concerned to
solve this issue immediately."

Renuka, a resident of LB
Nagar said, "I have tried to
open the Rachakonda com-
missionerate portal for the
past few days in order to
lodge a complaint on theft but
couldn't do so. I can barely
walk to the police station due
to my health conditions. I
don't know what I should do
now."

Sandeep, a software engi-
neer said, "I have been trying
to open the police portal for
logging a cyber fraud issue but
couldn't access it. Even tried to
reach them at their customer
care number but the call did
not get connected."

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Olympic Run was enthu-
siastically conducted at the
LB Stadium on Sunday on the
occasion of International
Olympic Day. Minister of
Tourism and Culture Jupalli
Krishna Rao and MLC
Mahesh Kumar Goud partic-
ipated in the run by lighting
the sports torch.

Minister Krishna Rao and
Mahesh Kumar Goud wished
the sportspersons a happy
Olympics Day. They wished
the Indian sportspersons to do
their best in the Paris Olympics
and increase the reputation of
the country. Players who are
entering the ring from
Telangana are Nikhat Zareen,
Akula Sreeja and Esha Singh.

Minister Krishna Rao said,
"As per the instructions of
Chief Minister A Revanth

Reddy, we will work for the
development of sports and
infrastructure in the State. We
will provide assistance to the
sportspersons who excel in
the Olympics."

Former treasurer of State
Olympic Association
Maheshwar, vice-president
Premraj and president of
Boxing Association Babu Rao
participated in the programme.

Minister Jupalli Krishna Rao, along with MLC Mahesh Kumar Goud,
holding the Olympic torch

MAHALAKSHMI SCHEME

State Bar Council chairman A Narasimha Reddy speaking at a two-day
training programme organised by the Telangana State Judicial Academy
and the State Bar Council in Hyderabad on Sunday

NEET PAPER LEAKAGE

PNS n HYDERABAD

Youth Congress Telangana
State president Shivasena
Reddy demanded the resigna-
tion of Central Education
Minister immediately owning
responsibility for the NEET
paper leakage. Shivasena
Reddy commented that the
Central government will fall if
facts come out in the NEET
paper leakage episode.

On Sunday, the Youth
Congress tried to lay siege to
the State BJP office under the
leadership of Shivasena Reddy.
However, the police obstruct-
ed the Youth Congress
activists. Speaking on this
occasion, Shivasena Reddy
demanded that the Centre
abolish the NEET examination
immediately. He said that the

BJP leaders' secrets will come
out if they probe the NEET
paper leakage episode. He
alleged that 14 Union ministers
were involved in the NEET
paper leakage episode. He
alleged that 14 Union ministers
leaked the NEET paper for
their children's future.

Shivasena Reddy alleged
that the Centre has been play-
ing games with the lives of 23
lakh students. He said that the
Youth Congress is getting
ready to lay siege to Parliament
and the party will pull the
Central government in
Parliament.

Youth Congress demands
Central Edn Min's resignation

Minister Jupalli wishes
sportsmen on Olympics Day

Kuwait's Kuchipudi
dancer Ananya
enthrals audience
PNS n HYDERABAD

Ananya Surapaneni, born
and raised in Kuwait, per-
formed at the Amphi
Theatre, Shilparamam, in
the city on
Sunday. She is
an upcoming
young talent in
the Kuchipudi
dance form,
learning and
p r a c t i c i n g
under promi-
nent Gurus
Singaramani
awardee Challa
Vedavalli and
Kalaimamani
Vempati Chinna Sathyam
awardee Madavapeddi
Murthy.

Ananya began her perfor-
mance by seeking the bless-
ings of Goddess Saraswati
with a prayer song Saraswati
Shabdam. She continued
with Kalasapuramu Kada, an

item showing Hanuman's
love and devotion towards
Lord Rama, and concluded
with the epic Krishna Leelas,
performing Govardhana
Giri Dhara Tharangam.

Later, Ananya felt
privileged to felic-
itate her Guru.

Ananya showed
an interest in
dance from a
young age and has
been learning
since she was
seven. Her talent
has given her the
opportunity to
perform on presti-
gious platforms

such as the Embassy of India
in Kuwait and many other
stages of different associa-
tions in Kuwait.  Ananya felt
humble to encourage and
entertain inpatients at Sparsh
Hospice, a palliative care
trust unit, believing that art
can aid in healing.

385 drunk and drive
offenders arrested 

Heavy rainfall brings 
relief to Hyderabadis

‘Allotment of
seats should
be limited to
TG students' 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Prof Chakrapani Ghanta
posted a tweet on Sunday
stating that allotment of
seats in educational insti-
tutions in Hyderabad
should be limited to
Telangana students. 

He said that the State
Apportionment Act
expired on June 2 and
educational institutions
which fall in Tenth
Schedule and Telugu
varisties should be freed
from the common list.
Allotment of seats in
Hyderabad educational
institutions should be lim-
ited to Telangana students.
The Telangana govern-
ment should issue a gazette
notification in this regard
immediately, he added.
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W
e cannot forget the
Emergency in India.
It was a dark period

when most newspapers went
blank and there was no free-
dom of speech or expression.
Nowadays draconian pieces of
legislation like the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) and the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, of
1967 also remind one of the
Emergency days.

Our country was in a black
phase for 21 months -- from
1975 to 1977, when a state of
emergency was declared for
political purposes. Then
President Fakhruddin Ali
Ahmed had used his power
under Article 352 of the
Constitution claiming that
there was a need for it because
of the prevailing "internal dis-
turbance". That Emergency
was in effect from 25 June 1975
to 21 March 1977; i.e. 49 years
back and it was the darkest
time for the spirit of our
Constitution. The clamping of

Emergency was not done
under a valid law, but as per the
decree of then Prime Minister.
It allowed elections to be can-
celled and civil liberties to be
suspended. Can anybody can-
cel Fundamental Rights?
Imposition of Emergency
amounts to arbitrary authori-
ty to kill, or imprison for an
unreasonable time, as people
witnessed during the days of
Emergency. The dark theme of
the Policy was to arrest politi-
cal opponents, imprison media
personnel, and censor newspa-
pers. The censorship ended on
21st March 1977 but scores of
journalists were detained while
media voluntarily observed
censorship. The authorities
could exercise the ‘right’ to kill,
despite Article 21. 

The present generations
should remember Lok Nayak
Jayaprakash Narayan for lead-
ing the mid-1970s’ Opposition
against the then PM and the
Emergency in India. He was
instrumental in restoring

democracy and under his lead-
ership people rebuilt the demo-
cratic edifice. JP called for a
"total revolution" to overthrow
the dictator and in effect, the
masses responded effectively. 

Indiscriminately many
members of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) were
arrested; their houses were
raided, including those of
popular leaders like the gen-
eral secretary of the CPI (M)

Sitaram Yechury, Prakash
Karat, and others leading the
Students Federation of India.
Many others like Pinarayi
Vijayan, present-day Chief
Minister of Kerala, were
arrested too. During the
Emergency, the police used
third-degree methods on
innocent people and brave
leaders. Some were tortured or
even killed as in the case of the
Kerala student P. Rajan. It was

the total manifestation of
unfettered power and blatant
violation of human rights.

The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh -- RSS
was leading the people all over
India. The police clamped
down on RSS and thousands
of its workers were impris-
oned. Besides RSS, many

defied the ‘draconian act’ and
participated in Satyagraha
(peaceful protests) against the
ban and fought against the
curtailment of Fundamental
Rights. The newspapers and
literature were heavily cen-
sored while agitators clan-
destinely published and dis-
tributed material on a large
scale and funds were collect-
ed for the movement.

Attack on the Constitution 
in the name of unity

There have been two attacks
on the Constitution through
the 42nd Amendment in 1976
and in 2014. The 42nd
Amendment changed the
description of India from a
‘sovereign democratic repub-
lic’ to a ‘sovereign, socialist
secular democratic republic’.
The Act also changed the
words ‘unity of the nation’ to
‘unity and integrity of the
nation’. They added some
more words to the original

Preamble. It was called Mini-
Constitution. Most of the sig-
nificant provisions of the
Constitution were sought to
be changed. It looked as if the
entire Constitution was re-
drafted, destroying the prin-
ciples incorporated by the
Constituent Assembly before
1950 under the leadership of
B R Ambedkar.

The Forty-Second Amendment

Every provision was seri-
ous, whether it was done to
remove or add something to
change the Constitution. For
instance, it sought to amend
the Preamble and articles
leading to Fundamental
Rights, 31, 31C, 39 and signif-
icantly disturbed several arti-
cles including Emergency pro-
visions.  With these amend-
ments, though called the
‘Amendment Act’ it almost
redrafted Ambedkar’s basic
statute through the Forty
Second Amendment besides

significant distortions as rat-
ified by more than half of the
State Legislatures, turned
‘Mini’ Constitution without
basic structure.

Reaffirmed the Preamble with
secularism  

In the Keshavanada Bharti
case in 1973, the apex court
confirmed the secular nature of
the Constitution. Among the
‘basic features’, as expounded by
Justice Khanna, are the
Fundamental Rights guaranteed
to individuals by the
Constitution. In 1983, the
Supreme Court said that an offi-
cial of the government should
not join religious activities while
on duty and not use public
funds for that purpose.  In 1994,
SC emphatically reaffirmed the
importance of secularism as
explained in the Preamble,
whether because of the 42nd
Amendment or without that.

(to be continued)
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The present generations should

remember Lok Nayak Jayaprakash

Narayan for leading the mid-1970s’

Opposition against the then PM and the

Emergency in India. He was instrumental

in restoring democracy and under his

leadership people rebuilt the democratic

edifice. JP called for a "total revolution"

to overthrow the dictator and in effect,

the masses responded effectively.

National Emergency: No, never again!

Rs 365 cr okayed for rectification of
black spots on National Highway 65
PNS n NALGONDA

Minister for Roads and
Buildings Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy on Sunday said that as
many as 17 black spots have
been identified on the
Hyderabad-Vijayawada high-
way and the work would be
taken up at a cost of Rs 325
crore

The Minister was laying the
foundation stone for the con-
struction of a flyover on the
Hyderabad-Vijayawada nation-
al highway at Chityala under
the Nakrekal constituency in
Nalgonda district

Speaking on the occasion,
Venkat Reddy said that the
undivided Nalgonda district
would be developed in all sec-
tors.

He said that he was commit-
ted to working for the welfare
of the people. He said that
roads would be laid in
Nalgonda district at Rs 500
crore and in the next four-and-
a-half years, all the promises
made to people would be ful-
filled. He said that Nalgonda

and Nakrekal are both impor-
tant to him. He promised to
ensure that the waiver of farm
loans is completed by August
15. A programme would be
launched to build Indiramma
houses for the poor.

He said that water would be
provided to 80,000 acres by
spending Rs 400 crore to aug-
ment the irrigation potential of

the Brahmana Veleymula pro-
ject within three months and
the Chief Minister e had sanc-
tioned Rs 2,200 crore for pro-
jects, including SLBC in the
Nalgonda district. He said that
the Centre has been asked to
sanction Rs 16,000 crore for the
Hyderabad-Vijayawada nation-
al highway and other R & B
roads and all roads in Nakrekal

constituency will be converted
into R & B roads. The Minister
said that a government junior
college will be set up in Chityal,
the Chityala government hos-
pital has been converted into a
50-bed hospital with the help
of donors, and a trauma care
centre is being set up with the
help of NRIs at the Nakirekal
toll gate.

Alair MLA and
Government Whip Beerla
Ilaiah said that the flyover on
the Hyderabad-Vijayawada
national highway was taken up
without causing inconvenience
to the people and the Minister
is now doing all the work that
was not done in the previous
government.

State Legislative Council
Chairman Gutta Sukhender
Reddy, Chityala Municipal
Chairman Chinna Venkata
Reddy, Revenue Additional
Collector J Srinivas, Nalgonda
RDO Ravi, National Highways
Corporation engineering offi-
cers, local officials, public rep-
resentatives, councillors, etc.
participated in this program.

Minister for Roads and Buildings Komatireddy Venkat Reddy laying the
foundation stone at Chityal in Nalgonda district on Sunday

‘Drunk’ teacher
found lying
unconscious
outside school

PNS n
BHADRADRIKOTHAGUDEM

Even as the state govern-
ment has been praising the
role of teachers in govern-
ment schools in shaping the
careers of the students, a
drunk teacher was found
unconscious on the road out-
side the school in which he is
working. The incident hap-
pened at Rajiv Nagar in
Timmampet panchayat
under Mulakalapalli mandal
in the district on Saturday.

He was identified as
Pathipati Veeraiah, a teacher
in the government primary
school at Rajiv Nagar village.

The villagers and school
students allege that the
teacher has been coming to
school in an inebriated con-
dition.

Noticing the teacher lying
on the road, the local people
dragged him into the nearest
cattle shed.  The locals said
that the teacher daily comes
to the school from Madhira.

Badi Bata programme evokes
good response in Medak dist
PNS n MEDAK

There is good response to the
two-week Badi Bata pro-
gramme conducted by the
Education Department.
Parents who cannot afford to
send their wards private
schools enrolled their chil-
dren in government-run
schools.  So far, a total of 7,642
children joined the govern-
ment schools in the district.

Besides the free midday
meals, the government has
been providng textbooks and
uniforms free of cost to chil-
dren. The provision of text-
books and uniforms has played
a major role in parents
enrolling their children in gov-
ernment schools.

District Collector Rahul Raj
reviewed the implementation
of Badi Bata programme and

enquired about the progress of
Badi Bata programme

He took part in the pro-
gramme held in Medak and
Peddasankarampeta and
Kolcharam villages. In the
rally held on June 19 at
Kolcharam, Minister Konda
Surekha and Narsapur MLA
Sunita Lakshma Reddy took
part.

In all, a total of 7,642 stu-
dents joined the classes 1 to
Intermediate.

District Education Officer
Radhakishan said that the
officials of Education
Department conducted Badi
Bata programme according
to a definite plan leading to
increasing admissions in gov-
ernment schools.  

PNS n RANGAREDDY

In a landmark move, the
Telangana Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy's government
has announced a Rs. 31,000
crore loan waiver benefiting 39
lakh farmers. The decision
has been hailed as a great
relief for the farming commu-
nity.

Shadnagar MLA Veerlapalli
Shankar expressed his support
for the loan waiver move at
media conference at the
Shadnagar on Sunday.

Shankar lauded the
Congress government's initia-
tive, emphasising the profound
impact it will have on the
lives of millions of farmers.
"The burden in the hearts of
millions of farmers is
removed," Shankar stated,
attributing this significant relief
to the steadfast commitment of
CM Revanth Reddy.

Shankar highlighted that
the loan waiver up to Rs. 2 lakh
per farmer has not only allevi-
ated the financial stress but
also bolstered the courage and
hope among the farming com-
munity. He praised Revanth
Reddy's deep-rooted connec-
tion to agriculture, noting that
the Chief Minister's experience
and empathy with the plight of
farmers under the previous
administration have driven
this compassionate decision.

"This is the Telangana Chief

Minister A Revanth Reddy's
government which is provid-
ing great relief to farmers,"
Shankar remarked. He extolled
the Congress government for
recognizing farming as a noble
profession and embodying the
spirit of public welfare that
believes in the essential role of
farmers in the kingdom's pros-
perity.

Drawing parallels to the
past, Shankar recalled the UPA
government's simultaneous
waiver of Rs. 72.000 crore,
underscoring Congress's long-
standing commitment to the
welfare of agricultural sector.
He criticised the previous
overnment for failing to fulfill
its promises to the farmers,
accusing it of neglect and
unmet pledges over the last
decade.

The announcement of the
crore loan waiver has trans-
formed agriculture in
Telangana into a festival,

In conclusion, MLA
Shankar extended heartfelt
gratitude to CM Revanth
Reddy on behalf of the con-
stituency's farmers, acknowl-
edging the fulfillment of a
critical promise. He called
upon the media to support and
advocate for the Congress gov-
ernment's endeavors, empha-
sizing the transformative
impact of the loan waiver on
Telangana's agricultural land-
scape.

TPCC members
Mohammad Ali Khan Babar,
Block Congress President
Gandrati Balaraju Goud, and
various minority and senior
leaders were also present.

Shadnagar MLA Veerlapalli Shankar addressing a media conference in
Shadnagar on Sunday

Crop loan waiver reflects Cong
govt’s commitment to farm sector

Uttama Seva Pathakam for two
police officers from Shadnagar
PNS n RANGAREDDY

In recognition of their exemplary service, two
police officers from Shadnagar have been
awarded the prestigious Uttam Seva Pathakam
by the Telangana State DGP.

Assistant Commissioner of Police  NC
Rangaswamy and Town Circle Inspector K
Pratap Lingam were given the award for their
outstanding dedication and effective policing
in enforcing law and order in the Shadnagar
constituency of Rangareddy district.

The announcement was made by the State
DGP on Saturday, highlighting the exception-
al contributions of these officers. ACP
Rangaswamy, a member of the 1996 batch, has
been instrumental in solving numerous chal-

lenging cases, upholding a blemish-free record
throughout his tenure. Similarly, CI K. Pratap
Lingam, from the 1998 batch, has been recog-
nized for his steadfast commitment and distin-
guished service. Lingam previously served
under the then Chief Minister YS Rajasekhar
Reddy in the Special Protection Division for
nine years, earning a reputation for his straight-
forwardness and reliability.

The residents and staff of the police depart-
ment have expressed their pride and joy at the
recognition of ACP Rangaswamy and CI
Pratap Lingam. The officers are set to receive
their Uttam Seva Schemes in a formal ceremo-
ny soon, marking a proud moment for
Shadnagar and its commitment to exemplary
public service.

Officials preparing
list of farmers for
crop loan waiver

PNS n KHAMMAM

The government officials
have been preparing  the list
of farmers who availed
themselves of crop loans in
banks betweenDecember 12,
2018 to December 9, 2023.

The officials have been
compiling the data as part
of the State government’s
plan to waive farm loans up
to Rs 2 lakh speedily.  

By December 31 last year,
3,73,157 farmers borrowed
a total of Rs 4307.58 crore
in Khammam district alone.
In Bhadradri Kothagudem
district, a total of 185,034
farmers borrowed loans

from the banks.
If the complete guidelines

are circulated by the gov-
ernment, the real picture
would emerge about how
many availed how much
towards crop loan within
the above deadlines.

The BRS regime issued
guidelines to waive crop
loans of those farmers who
had availed crop loans from
April 1, 2014 to December
11, 2018. During the peri-
od, 3.25 lakh farmers were
benefited.. The BRS regime
announced crop loan waiv-
er up to Rs 1 lakh in 2018
elections nd implemented it
in instalments.

MP Krishnaiah
urges PM to stop

coal auctions
PNS n HYDERABAD

Member of the Parliament
(Rajya Sabha) R Krishnaiah
called on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to immediate-
ly stop the auctioning of 60
coal mines in the country. 

Krishnaiah wrote a letter to
the Prime Minister on Sunday.
He mentioned that this mat-
ter will be discussed in
Parliament. He requested that
the mines be handed over to
the Singareni organisation and
called on all political parties
and Members of Parliament to
intervene and stop the auction
of coal mines. He emphasised
the need to pressure the
Central government to halt the

auctions.
Krishnaiah argued that auc-

tioning coal mines in phases is
effectively giving a legal licence
to loot the nation's wealth by
industrialists. He claimed that
the bidding process is part of
a conspiracy towards privati-
sation. With the privatisation
of public sector institutions,
constitutional reservations for
SC, ST, and BC communities
will be eliminated, resulting in
the loss of lakhs of jobs for
these groups. Krishnaiah
expressed anger over the
removal of reservations and
reiterated that this move is part
of a broader conspiracy to
hand over the nation's wealth
to big corporations. 

Bandi Sanjay’s office overflowing with visitors
PNS n HYDERABAD

Bandi Sanjay Kumar, who
recently assumed the role of
Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs, continued to
receive a wave of congratula-
tions and visitors. After spend-
ing three days touring the
Karimnagar parliamentary
constituency, Bandi Sanjay
remained at the Karimnagar
office. Consequently, thou-
sands of people from various
groups flocked to meet and
congratulate him, turning the
area into a festive scene.

Officials on one side, non-
officials on another and fans in
large numbers on another – the
office was a hub of activity.
Leaders of caste associations,
advocates, doctors, journal-
ists, teachers, police, workers,
and farmers – practically all
community leaders – gathered
in large numbers to meet Bandi

Sanjay, presenting him with
bouquets and shawls as tokens
of their congratulations.

The fervor of the saffron
brigade was particularly note-
worthy. Enthusiastic support-
ers, excited by their leader’s
new ministerial role, rushed to
meet him and take photos and
selfies. Arriving at the MP’s
office at 7.30 am, Bandi Sanjay
was greeted by a huge crowd,
causing the office to become
packed. A special tent and
stage were set up in front of the
office, where Bandi Sanjay
stood continuously from 8 am
until 6 pm without a break.

Due to the large turnout,
barricades were set up on the
four roads leading to the MP
office to manage the crowd.
The gathering resembled a
grand festival, with estimates
suggesting over 15,000 people
attended throughout the day.
Arrangements were made for

food and water to accommo-
date the visitors. Among the
officials were Srinivas Rao,
Commandant of the Telangana
Special Police 17th Battalion
from Sirisilla district,
Peddapalli Additional
Collector Shyam Prasad Lal,
and other officials from the dis-
trict civil supplies corpora-
tion, DRDO, and SERP.

Leaders of various unions,
including the Telangana Non-
Gazetted Officers Union, the
fourth class employees’ associ-
ation, forest officers’ associa-
tion, LIC union, and audit
union, also presented bou-
quets and congratulations to
Sanjay. Additionally, leaders
of the fishermen's association
presented him with nets and

fish. Cross-party second-tier
leaders and workers also met
Bandi Sanjay to extend their
congratulations. BRS corpora-
tors Guggilla Jayashree Srinivas
and Sudagoni Krishna
Madhavi honored him with
shawls. Some cut cakes to cel-
ebrate the occasion. Various
association leaders, including
those from the Karimnagar
District Advocates Association,
RMPs Association, Golla
Kurma Association, Goud
Sangham, Munnuru Kapu dis-
trict leaders, MRPS leaders,
Reddy Sangham leaders, Arya
Vysya Association, and Rice
Millers Association, joined in
to congratulate Bandi Sanjay.
BJP workers and leaders were
present in large numbers, com-
ing from every village and
mandal within the Karimnagar
parliamentary constituency to
meet their leader and take
selfies with him. Saffron sol-

diers from each village and
mandal came in tens and hun-
dreds, turning the MP’s office
into a saffron sea. The unex-
pected turnout of thousands of
people from across the state to
Karimnagar to congratulate
Bandi Sanjay has amazed polit-
ical leaders and analysts alike,
who observed this spectacle
through media and social
media. 

The admirers’ gathering,
starting at 7:30 AM and contin-
uing until nightfall, with
crowds continuously arriving
in large groups, surprised even
BJP leaders. Bandi Sanjay’s
continuous interaction with
the public for over 12 hours
without a break, not even for
tea or lunch, astonished polit-
ical critics. His close associates
noted that Bandi Sanjay enjoys
engaging with the people and
cannot refuse to meet his sup-
porters.

Due to the large turnout,
barricades were set up
on the four roads leading
to the MP’s office to
manage the crowd. The
gathering resembled a
grand festival, with
estimates suggesting
over 15,000 people
attended throughout the
day. Arrangements were
made for food and water
to accommodate the
visitors
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P
olicymakers, administrators of space agencies from different countries, and
entrepreneurs would gather here for the three-day India Space Congress that will
begin from Wednesday. ISRO Chairman S Somanath, India's space regulator IN-

SPACe head Pawan Kumar Goenka, space administrators from Italy and Australia, and
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
Chairman Anil Kumar Lahoti are
among the dignitaries scheduled to
attend the event. The India Space
Congress (ISC), organised by the
Satcom Industry Association-India
(SIA-India) will have the theme
'Bridging Boundaries and
Transforming Tomorrow' and will seek
to elevate India's space capabilities
through international collaborations.
The event offers exclusive networking
opportunities, platforms for startups.

T
wo personnel of the Central Reserve Police Force’s jungle warfare unit CoBRA were
killed after Naxalites blew up a truck with an improvised explosive device (IED) in
Chhattisgah’s Sukma district on Sunday, police said. The Naxal blast took place

around 3 pm near Timmapuram village between Silger and Tekalgudem camps of
security forces, over 400 km from
the state capital Raipur, a senior
police official said. An advance party
of the 201st unit of Commando
Battalion for Resolute Action
(CoBRA) had launched patrolling
from Silger camp under Jagargunda
police station limits as a part of its
Road Opening Party duty towards
Tekalgudem, he said. The security
personnel were in a truck and on
motorcycles, he said. Naxalites
triggered an IED blast targeting the
truck that claimed.

A
primary school teacher has been arrested in this Himachal Pradesh district for offences
under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, police said on
Sunday. The accused was arrested on Saturday following a complaint from four girl

students of the school located in the Ladbadol area of Jogindernagar subdivision. After the
complaint was lodged on child
helpline number 1098, a police
team visited the area, met with the
four "victims" and subsequently,
the case was registered at the
Jogindernagar police station.
The accused was arrested and
produced in a court that remanded
him in police custody for three
days. He would be produced in the
court again on Monday,
Jogindernagar Station House
Officer (SHO) Ashwani Kumar
said.  

ISRO, Italian space agency heads
to attend India Space Congress

Two CoBRA personnel killed in
Chhattisgarh’s Sukma district

Primary school teacher in 
Mandi held on POCSO charges

West Bengal not consulted
over Ganga water treaty with

Bangladesh: TMC
PNS n NEW DELHI

The ruling Trinamool
Congress in West Bengal on
Sunday criticised the Centre
for not consulting the state
before taking the decision to
start negotiations with
Bangladesh for the renewal of
the 1996 Ganga Water Sharing
Treaty.

The criticism by the TMC
comes a day after talks were
held between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his
Bangladeshi counterpart
Sheikh Hasina on a range of
issues including the treaty.

TMC's Parliamentary Party
Leader in Rajya Sabha, Derek
O'Brien, said the state is a
party to the treaty, but was not
consulted.

Farakka-Ganga treaty is
being renewed without con-
sulting West Bengal, he said.

"The state is a party to the
treaty. Even our dues for the
previous treaty have not been
cleared," O'Brien told
reporters here.

"Dredging of the Ganga
has been stopped. It is the pri-
mary reason for floods and
erosion. This is a plan to sell
off Bengal," he alleged.

Prime Minister Modi on
Saturday announced India
and Bangladesh will begin
technical-level talks for the
renewal of the 1996 Ganga
water treaty, and an Indian
technical team will visit
Bangladesh soon for the con-
servation and management
of the Teesta river. 

PNS n CHENNAI

Union Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal on Sunday called
for the need to understand the
correct legal history of the
nation as the country's legal
system was established from
the perspective of the colonial
rulers.

The Minister of State,
Ministry of Law and Justice
(Independent in-charge) said
at a conference here that the
laws in India made during
colonial times ignored the
Indian ethos and societal real-
ities of the India of the time
and were based on furthering
the needs of the colonial rulers.

The union minister made
the comments at the confer-
ence 'India's Progressive Path

in the Administration of
Criminal Justice System' at
Vellore Institute of Technology,
Vandalur, here.

The seminar is the fourth in
the series after being held in
Delhi, Guwahati and Kolkata
which was attended by judges
of high courts, advocates, aca-
demics, representatives of law
enforcement agencies and stu-

dents.
"The Modi government has

removed the old laws having a
slave mentality and made three
new laws incorporating the
basic spirit of Indianness and
justice, namely Indian Judicial
Code, Indian Civil Defence
Code and Indian Evidence
Act, which will be implement-
ed across the country from 1st
July," he said.

Meghwal said the evolution
of the legal system, particular-
ly criminal justice under the
British from the Battle of
Plassey in 1757, introduction
of laws like Doctrine of Lapse,
Codification of Laws etc, were
to suit and perpetuate colonial
rule in the country. The Irish
Penal Code was mindlessly
copied and introduced.

Expose Congress ‘falsehood' and ‘misrule'

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on Sunday
asked the party workers to gear up
for the upcoming Haryana
Assembly elections and reach out to
the people to expose the Congress'
"falsehood" and "misrule".

Pradhan, who was recently
made the BJP's election in-charge for

Haryana, addressed a party event
in Rohtak along with Union
Power Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar, Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini, Union Minister
Krishan Pal Gurjar and senior
party leader Biplab Kumar Deb.

Pradhan was honoured by the
local unit while Khattar and
Gurjar were also felicitated for

being elected as MPs.

Pradhan asks BJP workers ahead of Haryana polls

‘Examination system
has been handed over

to copying mafia': 

PNS n LUCKNOW

Accusing the BJP of ruining
the future of the youth,
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on
Sunday said the
country's examina-
tion system has been
completely ruined and
handed over to the
copying mafia.

The former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister said the govern-
ment does not have the abili-
ty to conduct even a single
examination transparently.

"The BJP government has

ruined the future of the youth.
The education and examina-
tion system has been com-

pletely ruined and handed
over to the copying

mafia," he said in a
statement issued by
the Samajwadi Party.

Yadav said the
government is steeped

in corruption.
"It is in the grip of the

corrupt. The BJP has hol-
lowed the entire system in its
10 years of rule. This govern-
ment is playing with the future
of the students and the youth
as well as the country." 

Akhilesh Yadav targets BJP

TN HOOCH TRAGEDY

Victims were
‘careless',

'exceeded their
limit' 

PNS n KALLAKURICHI

Actor-politician Kamal Haasan
on Sunday said the victims of
the hooch tragedy here that has
left about 53 persons dead were
"careless" and "exceeded their
limit."

In Tamil Nadu, there is
"enough" liquor available;
liquor retail outlets of state-run
TASMAC outnumber phar-
macies, he said.

The Makkal Needhi Maiam
(MNM) founder was talking to
reporters after meeting the
survivors of the tragedy at a
hospital here. "I cannot say I
have no sympathies for these
victims. But these victims will
have to understand they have
exceeded their limit.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Delhi is not getting its share of
water as Haryana has shut all the
gates of the Hathnikund bar-
rage, Water Minister Atishi
alleged on Sunday and asserted
she will continue her indefinite
hunger strike over the issue.

The closure of the gates of
the barrage on the Yamuna
river, she said, has led to the
water shortage in the nation-
al capital.

Her hunger strike seeking
release of its share of water for
Delhi, which is under the grip
of a severe shortage amid a
searing heat wave, entered its
third day on Sunday.

AAP has said doctors
advised Atishi to end her fast.

The minister claimed the
Haryana government asked
how it would release water for
Delhi when it did not have

adequate supply.
"But yesterday (Saturday),

when many journalists went to
the Hathnikund barrage, from
where water is released for
Delhi, everyone took photos
and made videos in which it is
clearly visible that there is
water in the barrage. But the
gates from which the water is

released for Delhi are closed,"
Atishi claimed.

"I request the Haryana gov-
ernment with folded hands to
open the gates of the
Hathnikund barrage. Release
the water of the people of
Delhi. Delhiites should get the
water they are entitled to. Until
the Haryana government.

Man cremates ‘wife' in Gorakhpur,
finds her alive 600 km away
PNS n GORAKHPUR(UP)

A man who cremated his 40-
year-old "wife" four days ago in
this Uttar Pradesh district was
reunited with her after she was
found alive about 600 kilome-
tres away in Jhansi, police said
on Sunday.

Ram Sumer (60), a resident
of Bansgaon in Gorakhpur,
lodged a complaint that his
wife Phoolmati had gone miss-
ing on June 15. Four days
later, on June 19, a woman's
body was found in the Uruva
Bazaar area. Sumer identified
the body as that of his wife and
completed the last rites, the
police said.

However, the case took a
mysterious turn after her post-
mortem revealed that the
woman had been strangled to
death, prompting a further

probe, they added.
To nab the suspected killer,

the police traced Phoolmati's
mobile phone, which was
found active about 600 kilome-
tres away in Jhansi.

Call records showed fre-
quent communication between

Phoolmati and a number
belonging to one Shubham
from Sultanpur.

When questioned,
Shubham told the police that
Phoolmati was alive and he
had brought her to Jhansi.

The police subsequently

located her at the address
provided by Shubham.

Sumer told the police that
Phoolmati had left her pater-
nal home on June 15 to return
to his house but never arrived.
After extensive searches, he
reported her missing.

Superintendent of Police
(South) Jitendra Kumar
Tomar said the woman was
sent back to her husband on
Saturday after her statement
was recorded. An investigation
is underway to determine the
connection among Sumer,
Phoolmati, Shubham, and the
dead woman who was cremat-
ed.

The police have also
obtained CCTV camera
footage showing a boy moving
suspiciously and are re-inves-
tigating the case from a new
angle, he said.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
president on Sunday declared
nephew Akash Anand her suc-
cessor and made him the party's
national coordinator, reversing
her own previous decision.

In the middle of the Lok
Sabha elections on May 7, she
had termed Akash Anand
immature and relieved him of
the party post.

After a national level meet-
ing at the BSP state office here
on Sunday, the party in a
statement said it was handing
Akash Anand his former
responsibilities back.

"BSP's national president
Mayawati has once again given
Akash Anand a chance to
work in the party with full
maturity. He will continue to
hold all his posts in the party
as before.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress on Sunday hit
out at the Modi government
over the bureaucratic reshuf-
fle in the National Testing
Agency after alleged irregular-
ities in NEET-UG, saying the
buck stops at the doorstep of
the top echelons of the regime.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge alleged
that the National Testing
Agency (NTA) was projected
to be an autonomous body, but
in reality was made to serve
the "devious interests" of the
BJP/RSS.

"In the NEET Scam, the
buck stops at the doorstep of
the top echelons of the Modi
Government. Shuffling the

bureaucrats is no solution to
the endemic problem in the
Education system rotted by the
BJP," he said in a post on X.

For students to get justice,
Modi government must be
held accountable, he said.

The Centre on Saturday
had shunted out NTA's
Director General Subodh
Singh and handed over the
probe into the irregularities in
medical entrance exam NEET-
UG to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).

The Education Ministry has
also set up a seven-member
panel headed by former ISRO
chief K Radhakrishnan to
review the agency's function-
ing and recommend exam
reforms.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday said at least 50
large ponds should be created
in the northeast to divert water
of the Brahmaputra to help
tackle floods and develop agri-
culture, irrigation and tourism.

Chairing a review meeting
on preparedness for flood
management during the mon-
soon, Shah also emphasised on
optimum use of satellite

imagery provided by the
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) for flood

and water management.
He also took stock of the

preparations to deal with Glacial
Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF).

Shah said efforts should be
made to upgrade the forecast
system of water level of rivers
for better flood management.

He said at least 50 large
ponds should be created in the
northeast so that the water of
the Brahmaputra can be
diverted and stored in these
ponds.

PNS n WAYANAD

Senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday
wrote an emotional letter
to the people of Wayanad,
the constituency that he is
giving up to represent Rae
Bareli in the Lok Sabha,
and said when he faced
abuse on a daily basis,
their unconditional love
protected him.

Your love
protected me;
Rahul Gandhi

Cops seize fake currency notes
printed by Naxals in Sukma

Shah suggests creation of large ponds in
northeast, use of ISRO data for flood control

Buck stops at top echelons
of Modi govt: Cong

Mayawati declares
nephew ‘successor' again

‘Need to understand the
correct legal history of India’

‘Gates of barrage releasing
water to Delhi shut by Haryana’

Writes emotional letter
to Wayanad

PNS n SUKMA

Security forces have for the
first time recovered a huge
cache of fake currency notes
belonging to Naxalites and
equipment used to print them
in Chhattisgarh's Sukma dis-
trict, a senior police official
said on Sunday.

According to the police,
Naxalites were allegedly using the
fake currency notes in weekly

markets of interior areas of Bastar
region for a long time and dup-
ing innocent tribals. Naxalites
were also trying to destabilise the
Indian economy with this move,
Sukma Superintendent of Police
Kiran G Chavan claimed.

The recovery was made on
Saturday evening on a forested
hill near Korajguda village of the
district when a joint team of secu-
rity personnel from various forces
was out on a search operation.

NEET 'SCAM

PNS n NEW DELHI

The 1985 bombing of
'Kanishka' flight is one of the
"worst" acts of terrorism in his-
tory, External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar said on Sunday.

His comments recalling the
bombing on its 39th anniver-
sary came amid strain in ties
between India and Canada
over increasing activities of
Khalistani extremists from
Canadian soil.

The bombing of the Montreal-
New Delhi Air India Flight 182
was blamed on Sikh militants in
retaliation to the 'Operation
Bluestar'.

The external affairs minister
said the anniversary of the bomb-

ing is a reminder why terrorism
should never be tolerated.

"Today marks the 39th
anniversary of one of the worst
acts of terrorism in history,"
Jaishankar said on 'X'.

"Pay my homage to the
memory of the 329 victims of
AI 182 'Kanishka' who were

killed this day in 1985. My
thoughts are with their fami-
lies," he said.

"The anniversary is a
reminder why terrorism
should never be tolerated," he
added. The 'Kanishka' flight
exploded 45 minutes before it
was to have landed at London's
Heathrow Airport on June 23,
1985, killing all 329 people on
board, most of them
Canadians of Indian descent.

Jaishankar's comments came
two days after India strongly
objected to Canadian parlia-
ment observing "one minute
silence" in memory of
Khalistan extremist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, who was gunned
down in British Columbia in

June last year.
In an unusual move, the

Canadian parliament observed
"one minute silence" to mark
one year of the killing of Nijjar.

Nijjar, who was declared a
terrorist by India, was shot
dead outside a gurdwara in
British Columbia on June 18
last year. India has been insist-
ing that the Canadian author-
ities must take action against
those advocating violence.

The relations between the
two countries came under
severe strain following
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau's allegations in
September last year of a
"potential" involvement of
Indian agents in Nijjar's killing.

Kanishka bombing: ‘One of worst
acts of terrorism in history’

KANISHKA BOMBING 



I
n recent years, venture
capital (VC) and private
equity (PE) have emerged

as powerful catalysts for inno-
vation and economic growth
globally. This surge represents
a pivotal shift in the financial
landscape, reshaping indus-
tries and fostering entrepre-
neurship in unprecedented
ways.Venture capital, known
for financing early-stage star-
tups with high growth poten-
tial, has experienced remark-
able expansion due to techno-
logical advancements and
evolving consumer demands.
Startups leveraging technolo-
gies such as artificial intelli-
gence, biotechnology, fintech
and sustainable energy have
become prime targets. 
These funds not only provide
crucial capital for research,
development and market
expansion but also enable
entrepreneurs to scale their
innovations rapidly and dis-
rupt traditional industries.
Simultaneously, private equi-
ty has broadened its scope
beyond traditional domains
to include sectors like health-
care, education, consumer
goods and infrastructure. PE
firms typically invest in estab-
lished companies seeking
growth opportunities or

undergoing strategic transfor-
mations. By injecting capital,
implementing operational
efficiencies and providing
strategic guidance, PE firms
play a pivotal role in enhanc-
ing competitiveness, expand-
ing market reach and driving
sustainable value creation.
Several key factors have con-
tributed to the robust growth
of VC and PE investments:
Technical Advancements
Breakthroughs in technolo-
gies such as cloud computing,
big data analytics and
blockchain have revolu-
tionised business models and
accelerated innovation cycles.
These advancements have
lowered barriers to entry for
startups and empowered
established companies to
adapt and thrive in a digital-
first economy, making them
attractive targets for PE
investments seeking to opti-
mise operations and enhance

profitability. 
Globalisation and Market
Access: Increasing intercon-
nectedness has facilitated
cross-border investments,
allowing VC and PE firms to
diversify their portfolios and
tap into emerging markets
with untapped potential. This
global expansion not only
increases investment oppor-
tunities but also exposes com-
panies to new markets, cus-
tomers and strategic part-
nerships, driving growth and
scalability.
Shift in Consumer Behavior:
Evolving consumer prefer-
ences towards sustainability,
digital solutions and person-
alised experiences have driven
demand for innovative prod-
ucts and services. VC-backed
startups are at the forefront of
meeting these evolving needs,
disrupting traditional indus-
tries and creating new market
opportunities.
Supportive Regulatory
Environment: Favorable reg-
ulatory frameworks and
Government policies aimed at
fostering innovation, entre-
preneurship and capital for-
mation have played a crucial
role in facilitating VC and PE
investments. These policies
provide incentives for

investors, reduce regulatory
barriers and create a con-
ducive environment for star-
tups and growth-stage com-
panies to thrive.Institutional
Investor Participation:
Growing interest from insti-
tutional investors such as
pension funds, sovereign
wealth funds and endow-
ments has significantly bol-
stered VC and PE markets.
These investors seek diversi-
fication, higher returns and
exposure to innovative sec-
tors, driving substantial cap-
ital inflows into VC-backed
startups and PE-funded
enterprises. 
Despite the promising oppor-
tunities presented by the VC
and PE boom, challenges
persist. Market volatility, val-
uation pressures, regulatory
complexities and geopolitical
uncertainties pose risks that
demand careful risk manage-
ment strategies. 
Furthermore, maintaining
ethical standards, sustainable
practices and alignment with
stakeholders are critical for
long-term success and value
creation in the VC and PE
ecosystem.

(The writer is CEO of
Cosmos Financial Group;

views are personal)

N
ew Delhi and Dhaka have signed a comprehensive bunch of collaborations that
includes pledging to begin negotiations on a Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA), deciding to launch a medical e-visa facility for

Bangladeshis and agreeing to send a technical team to discuss the Teesta river water-
sharing, besides announcing the opening of an Assistant High Commission in Rangpur.
Additional goodies in the bouquet include new train and bus services, export of 40 MW
power to Bangladesh via the Indian grid, an inland container depot at Sirajganj and 350
training slots for Bangladeshi police officers. For India, four major imperatives have sig-
nificantly driven the nation’s increased strategic engagement with Bangladesh: Improving
the country’s economic standing, attending to the healthcare requirements of
Bangladeshis, increasing India’s presence in the region and attempting to counter China’s
increasing influence in Bangladesh. In office since 2008 and earlier heartily praised for

leading her country’s economic and social develop-
ment, Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is
now facing difficulties in post-pandemic recovery. Her
plan to use the bilateral relationship to address these
issues includes the outreach to New Delhi in a major
way. It makes sense that New Delhi is responding to
her advances with a bit more warmth than usual this
time, in part because of Beijing’s looming shadow in
the background. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina deepened their part-
nership with a “futuristic vision” for transformative coop-
eration during the latter’s two-day visit to India from
June 21.

India holds a special place in Bangladesh’s history, particularly owing to the 1971 Liberation
War wherein India played a key role. However, relations between the nations became
tense during military rule in the mid-1970s, marred by anti-India sentiment. But the shared
history has helped forge a strong bond, with Modi’s tenure since 2014 giving a new fil-
lip to bilateral ties. Earlier, a significant shift occurred in 1996, when Hasina took over
as the Prime Minister for the first time; since then, bilateral relations have steadily improved.
Since 2019, the two leaders have met on 10 occasions, ushering in an era of remark-
able transformation and strengthening bonds. Prime Minister Hasina, who began her
fourth consecutive term in January 2024, joined six other world leaders at Modi’s swear-
ing-in ceremony on June 9, 2024. However, challenges persist, such as border man-
agement, illegal migration, the National Register of Citizens, Rohingya and river water
sharing, necessitating ongoing dialogue. Bangladesh has established an island for the
persecuted Rohingyas and seeks India’s help in persuading Myanmar to repatriate the
displaced minorities. The Modi-Hasina partnership has the potential to further cement
India-Bangladesh relations, navigating these challenges and leveraging their shared vision
for mutual prosperity. 

Friend in need

recorded in the survey conducted in
South America, Guatemala, Mexico,
Honduras, Belize and El Salvador. All in
all, people's lives on this next earth will
be difficult and unbearable due to heat.

Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Mumbai

AIR POLLUTION MENACE
Madam — The Health Effects Institute
recently released a report on air pollu-
tion. In the world, there has been a great
deal of pollution due to air pollution and
it has been reported that as many as 81
lakh deaths have occurred in the year
2021. India and China have the highest
number of deaths and they account for
54 per cent of the total deaths. The year
2021 is set to have more deaths due to
air pollution than any previous year. In
2021, around 169,000 children under the
age of five died in India due to air pol-
lution alone. India, Nigeria, Pakistan and
Ethiopia are the countries. Air pollution
is the fourth leading cause of death in
many countries after high blood pressure,
a poor diet and tobacco. Just read this
news. Small particles in the air cause

death. How can this air pollution be elim-
inated or reduced? For this, vehicle
smoke should be reduced. Along with
that, trees should be planted and nur-
tured in large quantities. Clean water is
also an important factor. It is advisable
to reduce the use of gasoline and diesel
vehicles and use battery-powered vehi-
cles instead of that. 
Thinking should also be started on how
to reduce plastic waste, or not at all. In
this regard, it is necessary to make a lot
of efforts at the Government level. Only
then will there be a reduction in air pol-
lution. Citizens should know the impor-
tance of polluted air. Today, there is a lot
of air pollution in the cities of Delhi,
Bengaluru and Mumbai. Many school-
children have developed respiratory dis-
orders and have to drive vehicles on the
road for a day. When there was Corona
and at that time all the traffic was closed,
the air pollution was very low and the
clear sky was its indicator.

Shantaram Wagh | Pune

ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE IN BENGAL
Madam — This is my response to the
news item “Bengal Guv. alleges snoop-
ing by State Police,” published on June 21.
I am too dumbstruck to react to such
news. If the governor of a State feels inse-
cure in the Raj Bhawan, how safe and
secure are ordinary citizens of the State
of Bengal? Earlier, there were allegations
that Governor C.V. Ananda Bose had
molested a Raj Bhawan lady staffer. This
implies that Bose is himself a threat to
the security of lady staffers.
His run-ins with the CM of Bengal,
Mamata Banerjee, are well known.
Bengal has become the theatre of the
absurd, where everything imaginable as
well as unimaginable is possible. If peo-
ple holding high constitutional offices
become the “torchbearers” of miscon-
duct, it will be hard to find a place of
refuge. Even this quote offers cold com-
fort to the people of Bengal. Life is trag-
ic and absurd and none of it has any pur-
pose at all. says T. C. Boyle, an American
novelist. Or does absurdity have no upper
limits at all?

Avinash Godboley | Dewas

HEAT TAKING TOLL OF HEALTH
Madam — Shocking observations have
been revealed in a survey conducted by
the network organisation World Weather
Attribution (WWA). The temperature
has increased by 35 times; the current
year is the highest. In the Northern
Hemisphere region of the Earth, it has
been observed that there is a severe heat
wave before the monsoon season. The
current year or season is the one with the
highest heat stress. There has been a huge
increase in greenhouse gases all over the
world. Similarly, the increasing use of fos-
sil fuels generates huge amounts of heat.
However, the risk of heat stroke caused
by such heat is predicted to increase. In
this case, the body's cooling system com-
pletely collapses and if not treated in
time, there is a possibility of human
death. 
These shocking observations have been
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A herd of wild elephants bathes in water to get respite from the heat, in Kamrup PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Both India and Bangladesh stand to beneficially feed 

off each other with the new tranche of agreements

sion could significantly impact
the Naidu dynasty's future in
Andhra Pradesh politics.
At first, Babu stayed in the
shadows of his father-in-law
and Telugu Desam chief N.T.
Rama Rao, but eventually
became Indispensable. He
gained valuable experience
and insights into national pol-
itics during the National Front
and United Front
Governments. His Party was
part of the V.P. Singh, Deve
Gowda, I.K. Gujral and later
Vajpayee Governments, signi-
fying that no party was
untouchable.
Naidu and his Party have had
a fluctuating relationship with
various central Governments.
However, their current partic-
ipation in the Modi
Government is particularly
notable. With TDP's support
for the Modi Government,
Naidu is in a position to nego-
tiate and advocate for the
interests of Andhra Pradesh.
As for the State, Babu has
become the State's CEO again.
As chief Minister, Naidu
rubbed shoulders with Tech
Giants like Bill Gates in his ear-
lier terms. He brought invest-
ment opportunities to
Hyderabad and transformed it
into Cyberabad. He secured
funding for infrastructure
from agencies like the World
Bank and developed
Hyderabad overall. However,
the mistake was that he should
have focused on developing

other parts of the State.
In his fourth term, Naidu
should avail the opportunity to
bring back the importance of
Andhra Pradesh, once the
country's rice bowl. Naidu's
top priority is securing addi-
tional funds for Andhra
Pradesh, which is a crucial step
towards the State's develop-
ment. Naidu's vision for
Andhra Pradesh's develop-
ment includes reviving long
pending irrigation projects
like the Polavaram project to
boost the State's agricultural
sector. With his Party's sup-
port, Naidu is determined to
maximise the State's resources
and drive development.
“We are not negotiating on the
composition of the Narendra
Modi cabinet when it comes to
State interests,” was his
response to a question about
the TDP securing only one
cabinet minister and one
Minister of State in the Modi
cabinet. However, they still
hope to secure more positions
during the next expansion.
The second important task is
to build the Andhra Pradesh
State capital, Amaravati. His
predecessor, Jagan Mohan
Reddy, suspended this ambi-
tious project during his two
terms. Now that Babu is back
in charge, he aims to complete
Amaravati. he will put pressure
on the Centre to secure funds
for building capital, various
new projects and his six wel-
fare schemes. Being a show-

man, he would like to project
Amaravathi as a model capi-
tal. The State is facing a severe
financial crisis. There is a sig-
nificant shortage of funds,
with a total debt of around Rs
14 lakh crores, including Rs 12
lakh crore borrowed from var-
ious sources and pending bills
of Rs 1.5 lakh crore.
During his four decades of
political career, Naidu, aged 74,
has proved himself a survivor.
He was much ahead of his time
in his first and second terms.
He projected himself as a for-
ward-thinking, pro-technol-
ogy and tech-savvy Chief
Minister. The atmosphere is
excellent, as Naidu has the
comfort of a kingmaker. Being
part of the Modi Government
gives him a chance to share
power. He has no opposition
in the Assembly, with YSRCP
reduced to just 11 seats.
The TDP needs to address the
issue of reservations for
Muslims. This topic could
lead to conflicts with the BJP.
Naidu's positive relationship
with Modi is expected to last
a year, after which they could
pressure the Modi
Government on this issue.
Additionally, the TDP must
resolve the corruption case as
Naidu is currently out on bail.
His conduct in his fourth
term is crucial for his future
and that of his son Lokesh.

(The writer is a popular
columnist; views 

are personal)

Naidu’s comeback will

redefine Andhra’s future

T
he recent swearing-in
of Nara Chandrababu
Naidu as Andhra
Pradesh's Chief
Minister was a signif-

icant event for Naidu personally,
his Party and Indian politics.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and other top BJP leaders wit-
nessed the 74-year-old politician
taking the oath for the fourth
time, marking a significant polit-
ical comeback.
Despite being marginalised in
State and national politics for over
two decades, Naidu is grateful for
his new role. He has once again
proven that one should never
underestimate a politician until
they are out of the game.
The triumphant return of Naidu
as the Chief Minister, along with
the emergence of his Party, Telugu
Desam, as the second largest
group in the current NDA
Government, signifies a shift in
power dynamics,
A year ago, Babu's predecessor,
Jagan Mohan Reddy, was com-
fortably placed to win another
term. Then, because the opposi-
tion was divided. Pawan Kalyan
was not with the TDP and the BJP
was still deciding whether to let
the TDP join the NDA coalition
again. Babu was accused of cor-
ruption and TDP workers felt dis-
heartened.
Several factors contributed to
Naidu's comeback. Apart from
the anti-incumbency sentiment,
the caste coalition of Pawan
Kalyan's Janasena, the BJP and the
TDP played a crucial role. Jagan's
neglect of infrastructure and agri-
culture also negatively affected the
people, further contributing to
Naidu's resurgence.
Naidu has been a survivor. He
started his political career as a
junior minister in 1978 and has
since held various positions in the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP). He
has served as the Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradesh multiple
times, overseeing significant
development projects and facing
political controversies.
Throughout it all, Naidu kept up
his unwavering spirit. Naidu has
announced that the 2024 election
will be his last, a move intended
to emotionally appeal to voters
while grooming his son Lokesh as
his successor. This strategic deci-

Paper leak rows

DURING HIS FOUR

DECADES OF

POLITICAL CAREER,

NAIDU, AGED 74,

HAS PROVED

HIMSELF A

SURVIVOR. HE WAS

MUCH AHEAD OF HIS

TIME IN HIS 

FIRST AND 

SECOND TERMS

A
propos the news story “After NEET
comes NET row,” published on June 21,
this is my response. As if the NEET fias-

co was not enough, we now have the NET
exam being cancelled. With the alarming fre-
quency of paper leaks happening in our coun-
try, it would not be an exaggeration to say that

it has become a norm rather than an excep-
tion. Merely rolling a few heads in the NTA will
not serve the purpose until structural issues
are addressed.
NTA, which conducts entrance tests like
CUET, JEE, NEET and UGC-NET, has failed to
live up to expectations and rather failed mis-
erably. It cannot guarantee the cybersecurity
at thousands of examination centres and the
conduct of invigilators. With such a huge num-
ber of students competing for such a small
number of seats, crooked operators have all
the opportunities to exploit the parents. NTA
can learn a thing or two from the GRE and
TOEFL as to how to conduct online exams
smoothly. The end objective should be that not
a single student should face injustice and suf-
fer.

Aarohi Sharma | Jammu

KALYANI SHANKAR

MAYANK SINGHAVIE

These financial engines reshape industries and foster entrepreneurship,

marking a pragmatic shift in the global financial landscape

After being sidelined for over two decades, Naidu's resurgence signals a major
shift in the State’s politics and sets the stage for a renewed focus on development

Venture Capital and Private

Equity drive growth globally
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THE NATIONAL
ELIGIBILITY-CUM-

ENTRANCE (UG)
TEST COSTS OVER

RS 400 CRORE
BORNE BY 

THE 2406079
CANDIDATES

REGISTERED FOR
THE 2024 EXAM AT

THE RATE OF 
Rs 1700 FEE PER
APPLICANT. THE

SYSTEM DOES
NOT SAY HOW
MUCH IS THE

PROFIT FOR NTA.
SHOULD IT NOT

BE CONSIDERED A
TAX ON THE

UNEMPLOYED
KNOWLEDGE

SEEKERS?

R
eading is essential for those who seek to rise above the ordinary.
Cultivating a habit of reading can have numerous positive effects
on our life starting from intellectual stimulation to emotional well-

being. Finding time to read regularly is a valuable investment in oneself,
whether one prefers to use physical books or e-books. There is no warmer
feeling than reading your favourite book on a rainy day, covered in a cozy
blanket with a cup of coffee in hand. The smell of fresh books, hiding
pieces of an old love such as dry flowers, old photographs and hazy
letters as bookmarks for books as they say have and will always be eter-
nal gifts. In a world hustling and bursting with technological advance-
ments every now and then, the way everyone engages with literature
has undergone a significant transformation. The traditional means of read-
ing a book have found themselves in tug-of-war with their digital and
audio counterparts. Today, carrying a book library in the pocket makes
it easier for people to access a wide range as per their convenience there-
by removing the biggest barrier of travelling to a bookstore or a library
and then selecting for the favourite one.
Moreover, e-books provide an environmentally friendly access when com-
pared to physical books, as they reduce the demand for paper, which
significantly reduces the demand for wood pulp from trees and trans-
portation from printing facilities to distribution centres and then to book-
stores or directly to consumers. Moreover, the production of physical
books involves various materials and processes, including ink, chemi-
cals and packaging materials, which can generate waste and pollution.
E-books do not involve these manufacturing processes, thereby reduc-
ing the environmental footprint associated with production and waste
disposal.While reading e-books requires electronic devices that consume
energy, the environmental impact can be mitigated by using energy-effi-
cient devices, renewable energy sources for charging and by consider-
ing the longer lifespan and potential reuse of electronic devices com-
pared to physical books.

But what depresses the most is when these e-books are available on
devices such as a tablet or a phone resulting in the biggest sources of
distraction and thereby reducing the focused reading time. Moreover such
devices also offer multimedia enhancements (like videos or interactive
elements), which can either enhance or distract from the reading expe-
rience, depending on individual preferences. Some people prefer the tac-
tile experience of physical books.
Several research and studies reflect a complex interplay of factors influ-
encing the preference for e-books versus physical books. Physical books
tend to offer better comprehension, retention and a more comfortable
reading experience, while e-books provide convenience, portability and
cost efficiency. The choice between the two often depends on the spe-
cific needs and preferences of the reader. Instead of immersing oneself
in a book, social media browsing encourages quick, fragmented read-
ing of short posts or articles, which can ultimately diminish the habit of
sustained, deep reading. The immediate gratification and constant nov-
elty of social media can make reading books seem less appealing or
rewarding by comparison. 
Even when attempting to read, the temptation to check social media noti-
fications or browse feeds can interrupt concentration and disrupt the
reading experience.
It's important to note that the environmental impact of e-books versus
physical books can vary depending on factors such as the energy effi-
ciency of devices used, the source of electricity and how frequently devices
are replaced but what matters is that the user also recognise the unique
benefits of physical books, leading to a balanced approach where both
formats coexist in their reading habits.
There's no better way to learn, evolve and relax than reading books.

(The writer is an educator, views are personal)
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E
ven as this column is
being written on
Friday at 1 pm, the

death toll in Kallakurichi
hooch tragedy has risen to
49 with doctors saying that
more persons are expected
to leave earth to meet their
maker. It is only because of
the unprecedented increase
in the number of persons
succumbing to the spurious
liquor that this incident has
come to national limelight.
The truth is that many peo-
ple lose their lives on a daily
basis after the consumption
of spurious liquor in Tamil
Nadu. Chief Minister M K
Stalin has declared a
solatium of Rs 10 lakh each
to the families of the
deceased and this would
help him to buy peace with
the people. A commission of

inquiry has been set up with
a retired judge of the Madras
High Court as chairman to
find out the reason behind
the liquor tragedy with
instructions to submit a
report within three months.
The relatives of the victims
allege that the bootlegging is
done with the patronage of
the DMK MLAs and nobody
can stand up to him. The
MLAs representing
Rishivandiyam and

Sankarapuram constituen-
cies (both belong to the
DMK) are a law unto them-
selves.
“Not even a flower shop
will function here without
the knowledge of the MLA.
How can we accept that he
did not know about illicit
hooch being brewed here,”
according to K Ilavarasu
(34), owner of a mobile
phone repair shop in
Karunapuram who has been
quoted by a local newspaper.
R Perumal (35), a resident of
Madhavcheri who lost his
brother, says, “Hooch will be
brought in packets and sold
at a common spot in the vil-
lage.  People from the
Scheduled Caste communi-
ty and Most Backward Class
community buy them.
When it comes to hooch,

there is no rich or poor or
dominant or oppressed
caste. Police will come for
inspection, but will silently
leave after taking bribe.”
Last year saw 17 persons get-
ting ki l led in nearby
Villupuram district after
consuming spurious arrack
brewed in the nearby hilly
region. Residen”Not even a
flower shop will function
here without the knowledge
of the MLA. How can we
accept that he did not know
about illicit hooch being
brewed here,” asks K
Ilavarasu (34), owner of a
mobile phone repair shop in
Karunapuram.
R Perumal (35), a resident of
Madhavcheri who lost his
brother, says, “Hooch will be
brought in packets and sold
at a common spot in the vil-

lage.  People from the
Scheduled Caste communi-
ty and Most Backward Class
community buy them.
When it comes to hooch,
there is no rich or poor or
dominant or oppressed
caste. Police will come for
inspection, but will silently
leave after taking a bribe.”
Residents of Karunapuram
allege that a lethal cartel of
police-DMK politicians-ille-
gal brewers exist in the
region. “Those daring to
complain against them are
silenced once and for ever.
Jungle raj prevails in this
region,” said a relation of one
of the victims.
Prohibition has been found
to be a total failure in Tamil
Nadu. Dravidian politics
thrived on the money gener-
ated by the sale of spurious

liquor and to generate more
money the State
Government banned the
manufacture and sale of
arrack (the poor man's
scotch). The daily wage
earners toiling in the fields
from day break to dusk get
some relief when they con-
sume arrack which was
available at reasonably low
rates.  With the
Government's decision to
ban the production and sale
of arrack, thousands of jobs
along with the tax revenue
from sale of the stuff was lost
to the Government. Toddy
tapping too has been banned
in the State, home to the
founders of the Dravidian
movement who were not
averse to the idea of sun-
downers.
By early 2000, the private

retail outlets too downed
the shutters and the public
sector Tamil Nadu State
Marketing Corporation
(TASMC) took over the
entire liquor trade in the
State. The Government's was
the last word on the brand to
be consumed by the tip-
plers and this was a violation
of fundamental right grant-
ed under the Constitution of
India. Only the brands of
liquor manufacturers who
were willing to part with a
fixed amount to the powers
that be were allowed to be
sold through the retail out-
lets.
The result was that the mar-
ket was flooded with poor
quality brands which
charged premium rates. The
daily wage earners were left
with no options other than

the bootleggers. Had the
Government not banned
toddy tapping and brewing
of country liquor, the mass
murders of the kind which
we saw in Kallakurichi
would not have happened.
Period. The objective of this
writeup is not to encourage
people to take drinks. The
illegal stuff that is brewed by
bootleggers is made with
toxic chemicals like ammo-
nium sulfate and insects like
centipedes. There was an
instance in Kerala where
arrack was made out of ethyl
alcohol which was used for
preserving dead bodies in
medical colleges. Should we
furnish more details?
(The writer is a special cor-

respondent with The
Pioneer; views 

are personal)

Kallakurichi liquor tragedy shows how deep the rot runs

Reading habits offer countless benefits, from

intellectual stimulation to overall wellbeing

SHAINY SHARMA

High costs, allegations of corruption and systemic inefficiencies underscore the
need for a comprehensive overhaul of the ‘One Nation, One Test’ policy

SHIVAJI SARKAR

Centralised testing
faces credibility crisis

to the students' Telegram app.
For NEET Rs 30-35 lakh per stu-
dent was charged as alleged by a
student witness, who got the
paper with its answers a day
before. It's possibly one of the
biggest scams that spanned from
Vadodara and Godhra to Patna
and where not! It has sparked
countrywide protests. No wonder
the moves against generation of
black money has not succeeded.
Add to this the various recruit-
ments stalled for scams, 13 in UP,
many in West Bengal and the
worst known VYAPAM in
Madhya Pradesh. The irregular-
ities are thriving with the highest
jobless numbers.
The NEET scam got exposed
and how parents paid Rs 66 lakhs
and more. Eight students from the
same examination centre in
Haryana who secured all-India
rank (AIR) 62 to 69, had largely
similar roll numbers. On 5 May
2024 at two NEET centres in
Haryana, students received a
wrong question-paper set, which
was taken back after 25 minutes.
A paper scam in Gujarat, featured
a Vadodara-based coaching cen-
tre and at least 16 students who
each paid Rs 10 lakh to pass the
exam. Fresh accusations arose
when news reports of a paper leak
emerged only days after conduc-
tion of the competitive exam. A
Godhra school teacher is accused
of the NEET exam cheating scan-
dal, Rs 7 lakh were found in his
car, while cheques worth 2.50
crore were found from the office
of the director of the coaching
centre. Reportedly, this money
was given by the students.
“There is a perception of misman-
agement by the NTA”, says ABVP
general secretary Yagyawalkya
Shukla. BJP MP Rakesh Sinha
calls for severe criminal action

against any nexus found between
paper setter and coaching insti-
tutes. It has rattled everyone. The
reality is the NTA does not have
competence to hold the examina-
tions as many professional
autonomous institutions have
been doing for decades. None
could raise a finger against any of
them, including the All India
Institute of Medical Science. They
also selected students with prop-
er aptitude. An issue that has
cropped up now with many of the
national institutions with CUET
in particular.
The only action against weeks
after the NEET fiasco has been the
cancellation of the examination
for grace mark students. The
NTA appears to be loosely con-
trolled organisation. The tests
are gateway to careers and future
professional excellence. If it is
mired with malpractices and
money power, the future of the
nation is at stake. Would those
adapting devious methods could
ever have ethical bindings! The
implementation is shoddy. The
NTA does not conduct the tests
on its own. Implementers are
largely burgeoning private sector
'service providers', IT companies
and emerging outsourcing infra
organisations for conducting such
mammoth tests. The competence
of NTA for ensuring cyber-secu-
rity at thousands of centres is
doubtful. 
Even invigilators and other staff
are hired casually leaving the
system vulnerable to attacks, pil-
ferage and compromise. The sus-
picion over the countrywide
coaching organisations calls for
rethink on the composition of the
tests. Are they giving instructions
or have it emerged as the most
corrupt money-minting
machines? Should not the coun-

try do away with this organised
malpractice? The examinations
need to be tailored in a way that
students do not need any coach-
ing.
National convenor of Sanskriti
Utthan Nyas Devendra Singh has
demanded cancellation of the
NEET test. The Shiksha Bachao
Andolan founded by Dinanath
Batra and Atul Kothari also wants
the test cancelled.
Too much centralisation could be
breeding irregularities. It is a
diverse country with diverse State
boards, languages and systems.
Apart each genre of professional
institutions has varied needs for
selections. The previous systems
of selections by many profes-
sional institutions, organised by
themselves have rarely raised an
eyebrow.
The NTA needs structural
reforms. Conducting profession-
al examinations are challenge.
Minister for Education
Dharmendra Pradhan says, “We
will take the final call”. The entire
university system cribs over
CUET — Central University
Entrance Test. It forces students
to take a test even for subjects,
which are not in demand. The
huge numbers have put off acad-
emic calendars for the past few
years. Let universities conduct
their own admissions as before to
rid the system of over centralisa-
tion, delays and trauma to the stu-
dents and their families.
The academics must put their
heads together to have least of
central admission examinations
and more decentralised process
not only to keep the process
sanitised but also put India on the
world map for its education, that
such compromised systems sully.

(The writer is a policy analyst;
views are personal)

T
he country needs to go back to
drawing board on centralising
entrance tests as the big ones
- JEE, NEET, CUET and UGC-
NET - are having far too many

glitches and questions raised on the
National Testing Agency (NTA).
The NEET scam and NET cancellation
have shocked the youth and raises ques-
tions on credibility of the testing agency.
Let the country note that within 48 hours
of NEET results, four students took their
own lives. Should not the country rethink
on the One Nation-One Test? The tests
are designed to make coaching redun-
dant.
Few have an idea of the cost of one NEET
— National Eligibility-cum-Entrance
(Undergraduate) Test, previously called
Pre-Medical Exam. It costs over Rs 400
crore borne by the parents of 2406079
candidates registered for the 2024 exam
at the rate of Rs 1700 fee per applicant.
The system does not say how much is the
profit for NTA. It is common knowledge
that no entrance fee is fully spent.
Should it not be considered as a tax on
the unemployed knowledge seekers!
There are approximately 108,915 MBBS
seats available across 706 medical colleges
for NEET 2024. Around 55,000 of these
seats are in Government medical colleges;
the rest are in private medical colleges.
One wonders why private colleges are
included which have a devious fee struc-
ture backed by severe capitation fees. The
quality of faculty is also questionable. Of
course, even newly set-up many State
medical colleges too have such issues.
Many even do not have a cardiologist or
neurologist.
Add the cost of coaching, travelling and
other expenses, together to cost quite a
few hundred crores more, big drain on
the economy plus parental and societal
stress. The Kota coaching system has an
estimated business of Rs 600 crore.
There are reports that the UGC-NET
having nine lakh aspirants was cancelled
as there was paper leak. Each question
paper was sold for Rs 5,000 for transfer

The nexus between local politicians, law enforcement and illicit brewers makes mockery of prohibition laws in the State

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN
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S
tate-owned Bank of Baroda is aiming to double its in-house technology team
headcount to 3,000 in the next two years, a top official has said. The new additions to
the current team strength of 1,500 employees will be done both through the regular

hiring processes and lateral hires of specialist talent, Debadatta Chand, its managing
director and chief executive officer told PTI recently. "In the next two years, we will double
the number of people in our IT team,"
Chand said after the announcement of its
March quarter earnings. Recently, the
Reserve Bank of India has taken stringent
action on banks for shortfalls in
technology architecture which impacted
the ability to execute transactions. Apart
from the 1,500 in-house workers, there
are also contractual employees engaged
by the bank in the IT function, Chand said.
The bank is wanting to hire contemporary
talent as part of the efforts to significantly
up its strength of IT professionals, 
he said.

I
T infrastructure solutions provider Armee Infotech Ltd has filed preliminary papers
with capital markets regulator Sebi to raise Rs 250 crore through an initial public
offering (IPO). The Gujarat-based company's initial share sale is completely a fresh

issue of equity shares with no offer for sale (OFS) component, according to the draft red
herring prospectus (DRHP) filed on Friday. Proceeds of the issue will be used to increase
the working capital requirements of the
company, payment of debt and general
corporate purposes. Armee Infotech
services a wide variety of projects for both
government/public sector undertakings
(PSUs) and private sector with a focus on
government/PSU projects. The range of
projects undertaken by the company
includes supply and installation of IT
hardware and software, setting up of
smart classes, installing digital
infrastructure for public distribution
systems, and digitalisation of primary
agriculture credit societies, among others.

D
rugmaker Lupin and a unit of Aurobindo Pharma are recalling products from the
American market due to manufacturing issues, according to the US health regulator.
As per the latest Enforcement Report issued by the US Food and Drug

Administration (USFDA), a US-based unit of Lupin is recalling a medication used to treat
bacterial infections. Baltimore-based Lupin Pharmaceuticals Inc is recalling 3,552 bottles
of Cefixime for Oral Suspension (USP
200 mg/5 mL) due to "failed content
uniformity specifications". The affected
lot has been produced at the
company's Mandideep-based
manufacturing plant in Madhya
Pradesh. The company commenced the
Class II nationwide (US) recall on May
30 this year. The US health regulator
stated that New Jersey-based Eugia US
LLC, a subsidiary of Aurobindo
Pharma, is recalling 70,125 vials of
Dexamethasone Sodium Phosphate
injection USP.

BoB aims to double tech team
headcount to 3,000 by FY26-end

Armee Infotech files papers to
garner Rs 250 cr via IPO

Lupin, Eugia recall products
from US market: USFDA
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India's second richest person
Gautam Adani received a
total remuneration of Rs 9.26
crore in the fiscal year ended
March 31, 2024, lower than
most industry peers as well as
his own key executives.

Adani, 61, drew salary from
only two out of the 10 com-
panies in his ports-to-energy
conglomerate, annual reports
of the 10 listed entities of the
group showed.

His remuneration for 2023-
24 from the group's flagship
firm Adani Enterprises Ltd
(AEL) included Rs 2.19 crore
salary and perquisites,
allowances and other benefits
worth Rs 27 lakh. The total
remuneration of Rs 2.46 crore
was 3 per cent more than the
previous financial year,
according to AEL's 2023-24

annual report.
Besides, he drew Rs 6.8

crore from Adani Ports and
SEZ Ltd (APSEZ).

Adani's salary is lower than
heads of almost all large fam-
ily-owned conglomerates in
India.

While the richest Indian,
Mukesh Ambani has been
foregoing his entire salary

since Covid-19 broke out
prior to which he had capped
his remuneration at Rs 15
crore, Adani's remuneration is
much lower than telecom
czar Sunil Bharti Mittal (Rs
16.7 crore in 2022-23), Rajiv
Bajaj (Rs 53.7 crore), Pawan
Munjal (Rs 80 crore), L&T
Chairman S N Subrahmanyan
and Infosys CEO Salil S
Parekh.

Adani, who is worth USD
106 billion according to the
Bloomberg Billionaire Index,
has been jostling with
Ambani for the spot of the
richest person in Asia. He
became the richest Asian in
2022 but lost that position
after a damning report by US
short-seller Hindenburg
Research wiped out almost
USD 150 billion of market
value of his group stock at its
lowest point last year.

Adani drew Rs 9.26 cr salary in FY24 - lower
than his executives, industry peers

PNS n NEW DELHI

The GST Council will have to reconstitute
three Group of Ministers (GoM) under it
as new ministers from 11 states joined the
body on Saturday.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
has said that in the 53rd GST Council
meeting on Saturday, there were 11 new
ministers from Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh,
Mizoram, Odisha, Rajasthan, Sikkim,
Telangana and Tripura.

The 52nd GST Council meeting was
held on October 7, 2023. With new min-
isters joining the council, the reconstitu-
tion of three GoMs on analysis of revenue
from GST, boosting the real estate sector
under GST, and GST system reforms are
on the cards. While the GoM on GST rate
rationalisation has already been reconsti-
tuted in February, making Bihar Deputy
Chief Minister Samrat Chaudhary its
convenor, the reconstitution of the other

three is yet to be notified.
In the GoM on analysis of revenue from

GST, the new finance minister from
Odisha has to be inducted.

The BJP won the assembly polls in
Odisha and formed the government ear-
lier this month. The name of the new
finance Minister from Haryana has also
to be included in the panel. The GoM on

boosting the real estate sector, headed by
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar, has to be reconstituted as the
finance minister from Bihar has changed.

The panel on GST on system reforms,
under the convenorship of Pawar, has to
be reconstituted with five new ministers
from Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Haryana,
Chattisgarh, and Odisha.

PNS n NEW DELHI

GST taxpayers will now have the
option to amend outward sup-
ply or sales return form GSTR-
1 before payment of taxes for a
month or quarter.

The GST Council in its meet-
ing on Saturday had recom-
mended providing a new option-
al facility by way of Form GSTR-
1A to facilitate taxpayers to
amend the details in Form
GSTR-1 for a tax period and/or
to declare additional details.

GSTR-1A will, however, have
to be filed before filing of return
in GSTR-3B for the said tax peri-
od.

This will facilitate the taxpay-
er to add any particulars of sup-
ply of the current tax period
missed out in reporting in form
GSTR-1 of the said tax period or
to amend any particulars already
declared in GSTR-1 of the cur-
rent tax period (including those

declared in IFF, for the first and
second months of a quarter, if
any, for quarterly taxpayers), to
ensure that correct liability is
auto-populated in GSTR-3B.

Currently, GST taxpayers file
outward supply return GSTR -
1 by the 11th day of the subse-
quent month. Taxpayers with an
annual turnover of up to Rs 5
crore can file GSTR-1 quarterly
within the 13th day of the end of
the quarter.

Shardul Amarchand
Mangaldas & Co Partner Rajat
Bose said this is a positive
change recommended by the
council from a compliance per-
spective and will facilitate ease of
doing business.

Abhishek Jain, Indirect Tax
Head & Partner, KPMG, said
allowing revision of filings made
in GSTR-1 is a good move to rec-
tify clerical and inadvertent
errors before the payment of
taxes and curtailing unwarrant-
ed notices for reconciliation of
disclosures in GSTR-1 and pay-
ment of taxes vide GSTR-3B.

"It'll be interesting to see the
mechanism for a population of
GSTR-2B for the recipient and
the time gap available to the
recipient for reconciling credits,"
Jain added.

BDO India Indirect Tax
Partner Maulik Manakiwala said
the introduction of Form GSTR-
1A to report particulars which
were missed during the submis-
sion of GSTR 1 indicates that
through proactive consultation
with industry, the government's
intention is to simplify GST law
and ease compliances for the
assessee.

Taxpayers can amend sales
return form before GST payment
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In a bid to boost India's e-
commerce exports, the
Directorate General of Foreign
Trade (DGFT) is working with
the Department of Revenue to
establish designated e-com-
merce hubs across the coun-
try to streamline the process
for online export shipments.

The country's e-commerce
exports currently stand at
USD 2 billion as compared to
China's staggering USD 350
billion, according to industry
sources.

The government aims at
bridging the gap by establish-
ing a supportive e-commerce
ecosystem, they said.

"A lot of streamlining is
required in this regard. We are
working with the Department
of Revenue to have designat-
ed e-commerce hubs so that
clearance of goods happens
fast," Director General of
Foreign Trade Santosh Kumar
Sarangi told PTI.

He said these hubs will
have facilities like dedicated
customs and security checks,
allowing cleared parcels to
proceed through a green chan-
nel at airports, eliminating
the need for further inspec-
tions.

This approach mirrors best
practices observed in other
countries, Sarangi said.

He also pointed out that the
e-commerce hubs will be built
and maintained by private
entities, while the government
will oversee security and cus-
toms clearances.

In addition to expediting
clearances, the proposed hubs
would offer warehousing facil-
ities, returns processing,
labelling, product testing, and
repackaging services.

This public-private part-
nership aims at creating a
robust infrastructure for effi-
cient e-commerce exports, the
official said.

These hubs could function
similarly to bonded zones,
facilitating e-commerce
exports, said Ajay Sahai,
Director General of the
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO).

A report estimated that
with policy reorientation,
India's e-commerce exports
could reach USD 350 billion
by 2030.

Streamlining the export
process through dedicated
hubs is a crucial step in this
direction, experts mentioned.

DGFT, Revenue dept working 
on dedicated hubs to boost 

e-commerce exports
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As many as 458 infrastructure
projects, each entailing an
investment of Rs 150 crore or
above, were hit by a cost over-
run of more than Rs 5.71 lakh
crore in May this year, accord-
ing to an official report.

According to the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI),
which monitors infrastructure
projects worth Rs 150 crore
and above, out of 1,817 pro-
jects, 458 reported cost over-
runs and 831 projects were
delayed.

The total original cost of
implementation of 1,817 pro-
jects was Rs 27,58,567.23 crore,
and their anticipated comple-
tion cost is likely to be Rs
33,29,647.99 crore, which
reflects an overall cost overrun
of over Rs 5,71,080.76 (20.70

per cent of original cost), the
ministry's latest report for May
2024 showed.

According to the report, the
expenditure incurred on these
projects till May 2024 is Rs

1,707,190.15 crore, which is
51.3 per cent of the anticipat-
ed cost of the projects.

However, the number of
delayed projects decreased to
554, provided the delay is cal-
culated on the basis of the lat-
est schedule of completion, it
added.

Of the 831 delayed projects,
245 have overall delays in the
range of 1-12 months, 188
have been delayed for 13-24
months, 271 projects for 25-60
months, and 127 projects for
more than 60 months.

The average time overrun in
these 831 delayed projects is
35.1 months. Reasons for time
overrun, as reported by various
project implementing agen-
cies, include land acquisition,
environmental clearance, finan-
cial issues, contractual/internal
issues, manpower shortage and
litigation issues.

As many as 458 infra projects hit by
cost overrun of Rs 5.71 lakh crore
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Stock markets will take cues
from trading activity of foreign
investors and global trends this
week with benchmark equity
indices likely to face volatility
amid the scheduled monthly
derivatives expiry, analysts said.

Moreover, factors such as the
progress of monsoon and Brent
crude oil would also dictate
investors' sentiment during the

week. "This week, sector-specif-
ic movements are anticipated
amid budget-related buzz. Key
factors to watch include the
progress of monsoon, which
will be closely monitored for its
near-term impact on investors'
confidence.

"Investors will also keep a
close eye on FII (Foreign
Institutional Investors) and DII
(Domestic Institutional
Investors) fund flows, as well as

crude oil prices, to gauge over-
all sentiment," said Pravesh
Gour, Senior Technical Analyst
at Swastika Investmart Ltd.

On the global front, eco-
nomic data like the US GDP will
be released on June 27, he
added.

"Looking ahead, attention will
remain on updates related to the
budget and global market cues,
particularly from the US," Ajit
Mishra, Senior Vice-President,

Research at Religare Broking Ltd,
said. Volatility may be height-
ened by the scheduled expiration
of June month derivatives con-
tracts, he added.

Last week, the BSE bench-
mark climbed 217.13 points, or
0.28 per cent, while the Nifty
went up 35.5 points, or 0.15 per
cent. "Overall, the market is
likely to remain steady and con-
solidate at higher levels in the
near term. Budget-related sectors

are likely to remain in action,"
Siddhartha Khemka, Head -
Retail Research at Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd, said.

Shrikant Chouhan, Head,
Equity Research at Kotak
Securities, said market partici-
pants will keep an eye on the fur-
ther progress of monsoon.

"Going ahead, focus will grad-
ually shift towards budget and
Q1 FY25 earnings," Chouhan
added.

AI will eliminate certain roles, but will create
more jobs than it eliminates: Deloitte AI exec
PNS n NEW DELHI

AI will replace people with
people, contrary to the com-
mon narrative, Deloitte's AI
Executive Rohit Tandon said,
emphasising that the future
belongs to AI-human collabo-
ration, not replacement, as he
envisions a revolutionary era
where technology empowers,
rather than replaces, the work-
force.

In an interview with PTI,
Tandon, Managing Director,
AI and Insights Practice
Leader, Deloitte LLP, said AI
will not snatch jobs, but will
simply do away with some of
the easier jobs, and create new
roles.

"AI will, with people, replace
people... It's not just AI replac-
ing people. You still need
humans in the loop," he said.

Tandon said the same kind
of fear of job roles getting

wiped out existed when IT,
technology, and computers
came into the scenario.

"But just look at how many
more jobs have been created
across the globe because of IT.
The same thing is going to hap-
pen with AI. It's going to be all-
pervasive, just like it is today,
just like you have some of the
biggest supercomputers that
exist today available on your

phone, some of the most pow-
erful AI algorithms will be at
your disposal, in your purses,
and in your wallets, in your
pockets.

"It's going to be something
that we talk about just like the
way we talk about it or not talk
about it, it just becomes a part
of our lives," he said.

He said this is not the first
time when a new technology

has come and threatened job
losses.

"We've done this before with
automation, call centres, etc.
We've automated some of the
easier stuff. What it leaves
behind is tougher problems for
humans to solve.

"It will lead to job changes.
AI will be replaced by AI with
humans. If you look at the
pyramid of jobs, AI will start
automating more of the easier
jobs that are done," he noted.

People will use AI to supple-
ment their knowledge and
their ability to find information
and share that back and serve
the population, he said.

"It will eliminate certain
roles. But it will create more
jobs than it will eliminate,"
Tandon said.

He said shared services --
that exist across all sectors --
are the first ones to be impact-
ed by AI.

‘Global trends, trading activity of investors to guide movement in mkts’

PNS n NEW DELHI

Demand for electronic compo-
nents and sub-assemblies is esti-
mated to grow over five-fold to
USD 240 billion by 2030, includ-
ing includes some of the key
parts like motherboard, lithium
ion batteries, camera module etc
that are largely imported, a CII
report released on Sunday said.

The report recommends the
government to come up with
revised electronic components
production-linked incentive
schemes with higher incentives
in the range of 35-40 per cent to
reduce dependence on imports.

"The demand for compo-
nents and sub-assemblies stood
at USD 45.5 billion to support
USD 102 billion worth of elec-
tronics production in 2023. This
demand is expected to scale to

USD 240 billion to support the
USD 500 billion worth electron-
ics production by 2030. Priority
components and sub-assem-
blies, including PCBAs, are pro-
jected to grow at a robust CAGR
of 30 per cent, reaching USD 139
billion by 2030," the report said.

The report identifies compo-
nents and sub-assemblies of bat-
teries (lithium-ion), camera

modules, mechanicals (enclo-
sures etc), displays and PCBs as
high priority for India that
cumulatively account for 43 per
cent of the components demand
in 2022 and is expected to grow
to USD 51.6 billion by 2030.

"These components have
either a nominal production in
India or are heavily import
dependent. India can hardly
afford to sustain this trend of
importing the priority compo-
nents.

"Similarly, PCBA is a high
potential category for India since
most of the demand is met by
imports. This segment is expect-
ed to grow 30 per cent, leading
to a demand creation of around
USD 87.46 billion by 2030," the
report said.

Electronic components demand
to jump to $240 bn by 2030 

High PLI must to boost local mfg: CII

PNS n NEW DELHI

As part of the network expan-
sion plan, State Bank of India
(SBI) is planning to open 400
branches across the country
in the current financial year.
The country's biggest lender
opened 137 branches last fis-
cal. Of the total, 59 new
rural branches were
launched. "Somebody asked
me if 89 per cent of digital
and 98 per cent transactions
were happening outside the
branch, whether the branch
is required anymore. My
answer is yes. It is still
required because there are
newer areas which are emerg-
ing," SBI Chairman Dinesh
Kumar Khara told PTI in an
interview. There are certain
services like most of the advi-
sory and wealth services that
can be offered only from the
branch, he said.

SBI plans to open
400 branches in
FY25: Chairman
Khara

GST Council needs to
reconstitute three GoMs

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has said that in the
53rd GST Council meeting on
Saturday, there were 11 new
ministers from Andhra Pradesh,
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram,
Odisha, Rajasthan, Sikkim,
Telangana and Tripura.



SHRADDHA NEWARE 

M
auritius-born and raised in
Paris, DJ GREG is popular for
creating his genre of music with
different elements. The talented
artist has now started his Indian

debut tour and grabbed the attention of
Hyderabad’s night scene! 

Growing up in Mauritius, significantly
influenced his musical style. The budding
artist speaks to us about what shaped his
musical journey, maximing, “As Mauritius is a
multicultural island, I’ve always been listening
to a lot of different genres of music. And in
my DJ set or compositions, you can hear a
lot of different elements that most artists
and producers would not bring togeth-
er.”

Navigating his identity as a
Mauritian and playing a predominantly
European music scene, the artist said,
“I don’t really speak a lot about my
identity as a Mauritian artist. I let the
music do it. I think that’s why there is
always Mauritians showing up at my
gigs. They understand my message.” 

Basically, when it comes to his music
contributing to representing his roots, the
Mauritian artist says that it’s not his music
but the sounds from the island.

GREG, who finds his biggest musical
influences in ‘djing dad” Ben UFO,
Jarreau Vandal and Teki Latex,
shares, “Meeting the
Boukan record crew,
and later joining
La CREOLE
Collective has

definitely helped to shape my musical direc-
tion. Being part of the web radio Rinse
France played a big role too.” 

Having met such a diverse set of people, and
incorporating that influence into his music, the
DJ is keen on showing his heritage through his
creations. The inspiring artist further speaks to
us about the influence of Boukan Records and
La CREOLE, “Both crews are about blending
sounds that I love, from UK club to Afro or
Caribbean music. They really defend this iden-
tity, which is the most important part of it.
Before meeting them, I didn’t know anyone or
any crew that was doing this. It’s also two rare

parties where there is no limit for a
DJ, you can almost play every-

thing you want.”
The multicultural artist

described his creative
process as being mostly
instinctive and not over-
thinking when blending

different genres like
Jungle, Kuduro, Shatta
and GQOM in his
productions. “It’s dif-
ferent for my sets
because it needs to

keep the transitions
smooth to get the

crowd’s attention and not
break the vibe. I find a
sort of link between dif-
ferent rhythms or

melodies and some-
times it can also

be a word
or just a

specific sound,” the ingenious DJ said. 
Being a DJ, he is someone who constantly

experiments with a diverse range of genres to
maintain a cohesive sound on the dance floor.
Therefore when playing a set, the only thing he
has on his mind is to keep the crowd dancing!
Because if they are not, he feels that he is miss-
ing something. 

Working in the field of music production,
collaborations with other producers such as Le
Dom, Krampf and King Doudou, is quite
organic for him.

He shares that these collaborative experi-
ences helped his workflow and achieve certain
sounds, textures, arrangements and his vision
of music production. 

The musician emphasised that without
community, he doesn’t exist. As a resident at
the Rex Club in Paris, he now runs his own
set. “I think people started to notice that I
only booked my favourite DJs and friends,
and not doing line up with a business way of
thinking. They know that if they come to my
parties, even if they don’t know all the DJs,
they are going to have a good time. Globally,
I use my Rinse Show to reach a worldwide
audience.”

The active artist has reportedly played at
some notable festivals and venues like
Berghain, Dekmantel Selectors and Primavera
Barcelona. He said that whenever he is playing,
he never prepares his sets, but goes with the
flow! One of these festivals had a lasting
impact on him, called the Horst Music and Arts
Festival of last May. 

Technology, he further says, plays an impor-
tant role in his music and he only produces
music virtually on his laptop. 

Talking about the advancements in his field,
the tech enthusiast shares, “I’m always aiming
for new plugins to enhance my creativity or
achieve better sound quality! I’m seeing more
and more plugins that work with AI, the revo-
lution is not done yet.” He further shares his
opinion on the future of electronic music, say-
ing, “It is about breaking the frontier between
music genres. It’s already happening, but I
think more and more producers and DJs will
follow this path. I will just keep working as
hard as I can.”  

His favourite tools and software for music
production are Max 4 Live, Random and Vital
as a synthetic. 

He was the first ever Mauritian DJ to do a
boiler room, was invited for a guest mix on
legendary Hessle Audio’s Rinse FM Show and
did b2bs with artists. And this is something

that he’s been really proud of. He also desires
to do his own events in Mauritius. 

The Eau Coulée Smart City EP fame, on a
concluding note shares, “I took a lot of time to
work on my design, so the upcoming releases
will sound way better than my two previous
releases. More collaborations with friends will
also come out!”

Well, as he’s working on new music, we
certainly can look forward to more releases!

Follow us on

@TheDailyPioneer

facebook.com/
dailypioneer
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B
acne, or acne that occurs on the upper back
and shoulders, is a shared global skin con-
dition that affects people regardless of age or

gender. It starts forming when oil and dead skin
cells clog hair follicles in the back area. The seba-
ceous glands, located beneath the skin, produce
an oily substance called sebum. When overpro-
duced, this sebum can mix with dead skin cells and
clog pores on the back, forming pimples. While
often associated with adolescence, bacne can per-
sist well into adulthood, causing both physical dis-
comfort and emotional distress.

A 2019 national survey states that approximate-
ly 12% of respondents aged 20 to 29 reported expe-
riencing acne, including bacne. The survey revealed
that factors such as excess oil production, clogged
pores by sticky skin cells, bacteria and inflamma-
tion, directly contributed to bacne issues. As a
chronic inflammatory condition, bacne requires a
multifaceted approach to effectively manage its
symptoms and prevent long-term scarring. 

Causes for ‘bacne’

One of the common causes of bacne is dandruff
when it falls on the shoulder and back. It’s better to
treat dandruff first to address acne at the back. Stress
is a significant factor that can aggravate dandruff,
worsening the problem. Managing stress can help
reduce dandruff and, consequently, improve bacne.

Role of homeopathy in ‘bacne’ treatment

Homeopathy, a complementary medical system,
offers a holistic approach to treating bacne by
addressing the underlying causes rather than just
the symptoms. It uses highly diluted substances
derived from plants, minerals and animal sources
to stimulate the body’s innate healing mechanisms.

One of homeopathy’s key strengths is its indi-
vidualised approach to treatment, which supports
the body’s natural healing processes to maintain
healthy skin. Homeopathic practitioners careful-
ly consider factors such as the location of bacne
lesions, potential triggers and the stage of bacne
development to prescribe tailored remedies. 

Lifestyle matters for clear back 

Managing bacne effectively involves adopting a
proper skincare routine and making certain
lifestyle changes.

Diet and hydration for nourishment from with-

in: To manage bacne, we should consume a bal-
anced diet comprising essential vitamins, miner-
als, and antioxidants. This being said, it is ideal to
incorporate plenty of vegetables, fruits, whole grains
and lean proteins to boost overall skin health.
Additionally, one can flush out toxins and achieve
clear skin by drinking an adequate amount of water.

Stress management for a calming mind and
body: Stress is a leading factor for bacne break-
outs, as it can disrupt hormone levels and com-
promise the skin’s natural healing process.
Incorporating stress-management techniques,
such as deep breathing exercises, meditation, yoga,
etc., can help reduce inflammation and promote
a sense of calm, ultimately benefitting the skin.

Quality skincare rituals: Establishing a consistent
and gentle skincare routine is essential for man-
aging bacne. You should opt for a gentle cleanser
made with ingredients (like neem tulsi, orange peel
extracts, saffron, vitamin E, etc.) twice a day. This
way, you can remove excess oil and dirt without
compromising the skin’s natural moisturising
effects. Additionally, incorporating a gentle exfo-
liating product enriched with time-tested ingre-
dients, such as echinacea, safflower, walnut and
kaolin, once or twice a week can help unclog pores
and promote cell turnover on the back.

Sun-safe practices for optimal protection:
Extended exposure to sun is harmful for those liv-
ing with bacne. Therefore, it is advisable to use a
non-comedogenic (non-pore-clogging) and water-
resistant sunscreen with an SPF of 30 or higher and
PA+++ on the back. Opting for such a cruelty-free
formula helps create a protective layer against the
harsh UVA and UVB rays and protects the skin
from environmental damage.

Managing bacne requires a comprehensive
approach that includes proper skincare, lifestyle
adjustments, and exploring alternative treatments like
Homeopathy. Every person has a different skin type,
so what works for you may not be applicable to
another.  It is crucial to consult with a qualified home-
opath who can provide a personalised treatment plan
that addresses specific needs and causes of bacne.

(The author, Dr. Mukesh Batra, is the
founder of Dr Batra’s group of companies.)

SHIKHA DUGGAL

P
art of Maddock Films’
horror-verse, the horror
comedy Munjya has
caused quite a stir at the
box office.  Despite hav-
ing a small cast of well-

known actors, the film has done well
during its two weeks on the weekend
circuit. It’s noteworthy to note that,
in addition to hurting Kartik
Aaryan’s film Chandu Champion’s
box office performance, it also man-
aged to outpace its collection this
week.

At that point, we managed to
secure an exclusive interview with
the main actor, Abhay Verma, who is
getting positive reviews from both
critics and the public! To start, the
recently renowned actor states, “In
Munjya, my character was incredibly
honest and likewise generous! He
lacked any filters as well. It was real-
ly challenging for me to play the role
because of these three characteris-
tics. Since I don’t believe we
encounter individuals like this! I
therefore unlearned all the filters I
hold in my personal life in order to
prepare for the part, rather than
learning anything. I was instructed
to make sure the audiences connect-
ed with every action I made in
Munjya. It was truly becoming chal-
lenging for me.” The Marzi fame
doesn’t end there: “Knowing the fas-
cinating aspects of being a hairstylist
in Munjya was something truly fas-
cinating. I am quite capable in cut-
ting hair! After that, I discovered
Marathi, along with its cultures and
customs, which I would have known
otherwise.”

react to it. I went crazy as soon
as I realised that I had to do
every short three times with

the CGI character!
Consistency was incredibly
hard to come by. The
entire scene may have
been completely different
with just one motion.”

Abhay Verma is over-
joyed to hear that his film

has become a true hit! He
even told us, “I was blown
away when people began to
relate to me through Daniel
Radcliffe. I thought I was a
role model in the fantasy
world. I was informed that
the film business had never
done anything like this.
Undoubtedly, CGI charac-
ters have been created, but
not to this extent! I am a
trailblazer; I sparked a
trend. Being likened to

Mowgli and Harry Potter makes me
very happy.”

In the end, the narrative favoured
the lead character. Audiences discov-
ered fresh voices and new stories!
“We didn’t only violate the rules by
using VFX but an ensemble cast
devoid of A-list actors. My confi-
dence was greatly boosted by the
box office triumph! The notion that
a successful movie at the box office
requires superstars was defied by
Munjya’s ensemble. Not that box
office numbers are very important to
me; rather, I care about the affection
of the audience.”

Since the story and the setting are
similar to “home,” the intensely per-
sonal always finds resonance and
becomes universal. “I was raised in a
small town and have always aspired to
be successful in the movie business.
My accomplishment, in my opinion,
will serve as a spur for those who are
interested in entering this field."

Munjya’s co-producer is director
Amar Kaushik, who started the hor-
ror comedy trend with the enter-
taining film Stree. He and Dinesh
Vijan made the decision to support
the movie because they were drawn
in by the novel idea of the Marathi
folktale. “The cast of Munjya was
inseparable during filming. We have
been filming this movie for a year
and a half. We can all reach each
other with simply a phone call! We
are so close that we usually tell one
other about anything that occurs in
our individual lives first.”
Furthermore, “The characters we
see on screen and the ones that are
produced through CGI are two sep-
arate characters because the movie
is CGI driven. Even though I
received payment for one (he
laughed heartily), I was instructed
to use extreme caution so that the
audience wouldn’t perceive my role
as implausible. However, it’s in a
favourable light! For me, personally,
Munjya’s accomplishment is a huge
victory. I grin at it.”

Even if the
movie’s concept
is unusual in
Bollywood, as
we can see, it
touched
miraculous
numbers! Little
Things fame
attested to this by
saying, “I found the
folklore it’s based on
to be very interesting
because I knew nothing
about marathi! I now
sense that the
Maharashtrians are a little
closer to me. Whatever else I
discovered from the folklore was,
aside from that, enlightening.”

“Normally action sequences are
more difficult to shoot for an actor,
but working with Munjya was a
whole different ballgame,” he contin-
ues. “I found it easier to shoot
them! I had to make my CGI char-
acter appear really unnatural on tele-
vision, which made it hard for me to

In an exclusive conversation with The

Pioneer, Abhay Verma—who is now

slaying the internet with his charisma

following his role in Munjya—

shares his thoughts about playing

the character and how the movie

is a completely other ball-game.
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The Young Entrepreneur
Association (YEA)

Hyderabad announced the
release of the YEA App, a
cutting-edge mobile tool

created to encourage and
uplift young entrepreneurs
in Hyderabad. At an event

held in the city, the YEA
App was formally

introduced by Ritesh
Agarwal, founder and group

CEO of OYO.
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Ohri's Group announced the inauguration of Tansen, a realm where the grandeur of
the Mughal era intertwines with the splendid culinary legacy of the North-Western
Frontier. The restaurant draws its inspiration from the legendary musician Tansen.

Ronkini Gupta, a
skilled vocalist and
three-time Filmfare

nominee in
mainstream cinema,

mesmerised city
residents who enjoyed
classical music during

her debut
performance. As

Hyderabad anticipated
this musical soirée,

Ronkini’s performance
promised an

enchanting journey
through the traditions

and innovations of
Hindustani Classical

music. It was an
evening that witnessed

the harmoniums
resonate, tablas

pulsate and her voice
weave melodies that

lingered in the hearts
of the audience.

SSI Mantra 3 robotic system

S
S Innovations, the developer of India’s first indigenous surgical robotic system,
SSI Mantra, dedicated to making advanced robotic surgeries cost-effective and

accessible to a global population, launched SSI Mantra 3, which is the next
generation and most advanced version of the Mantra surgical robot system. Alongside,

it has achieved a historic feat in Indian medical science by completing the nation’s
maiden human trial in telesurgery, signifying a monumental leap in surgical robotics.

The new SSI Mantra 3 is highly advanced and designed to enhance surgical precision,
efficiency, and patient outcomes by integrating the latest advancements in robotic

surgery, featuring five slimmer robotic arms and an immersive 3D HD headset that
provides surgeons with unmatched optics, and a vision cart that provides 3D 4K vision

to the entire team for precision and control.

OYO felicitates top hoteliers in Hyd

G
lobal hospitality technology company OYO felicitated its top-performing
hotel partners at an event held at Hotel Eastin in Hyderabad. More than
100 hoteliers from across the country attended the event. Most of them

are part of OYO’s accelerator program, which encourages first-generation hoteliers
to expand their businesses. 

MAX KIDS FESTIVAL BRINGS
NATIONWIDE CANVAS

P
ioneering the global fashion landscape, Max Fashion unveiled the return of its

popular Max Kids Festival campaign for summer 2024. The nationwide
annual initiative focuses on kids and teens celebrating their creativity through

the medium of art. This year's edition will feature an unprecedented all-India drawing
and colouring contest for kids and teens across 21 cities and more than 100 Max store

QubeHealth launches healthcare
benefits for Flipkart employees

F
lipkart announces its partnership with QubeHealth to support the healthcare

needs of its 20,000+ employees across the country by offering unique
healthcare benefits. Through this partnership, Flipkart employees gain

exclusive access to QubeHealth-Pay, a mobile application that enables instant
rewards with cashback on any health or medical bill payments made by Flipkart

employees or their families, immediately reducing their monthly healthcare costs.

Thipparaa Meesam

R
ayalaseema Kings, the defending champions of the Andhra
Premier League, owned by B Dasarath Ram Reddy, take
immense pride in releasing their new anthem, Thipparaa

Meesam, ahead of the new season of APL, which kicks off on
June 30, 2024. The team beat the Coastal Riders in the final
last year. Led by sensational all-rounder Girinath Reddy and
coached by the experienced VVV Apparao this season, the team
is brimming with young cricketing talent, with over half the
squad adorned by promising Under 23 stars from the Telugu
states. 

Higher Education Trends Report

C
ollegeDekho unveiled its inaugural HEART (Higher
Education Analytics and Regional Trends) report for India,
offering a comprehensive analysis of the current trends,

preferences, and dynamics shaping higher education in India.
As India aspires to become one of the top three economies
globally, the nation's higher education system must be the fuel
for that dream. Ensuring equitable distribution of colleges and
universities is crucial for this vision to come alive. Despite 11
million students enrolling in colleges annually, India continues
to grapple with a gross enrollment ratio (GER) of 28.3% in
higher education. Mental health concerns remain an alarming
issue as students across the nation still face heightened anxiety
due to a lack of professional guidance for college selection and
choosing career paths.

Haier India expands direct
cool range with Phoenix

H
aier Appliances India introduced Phoenix - a series of
premium glass door refrigerators. Being the industry’s
only brand to offer the widest range of Direct Cool Glass

Door refrigerators, the new series sports a sleek and premium
glass design, adding a touch of sophistication to any kitchen
space. The new refrigerators come in 185 liters and 190 liters
and will be available across all retail channels. 
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S
hiva Rajkumar, the acclaimed “Hattrick
Hero” of Kannada cinema, renowned
for his versatile roles, including memo-

rable appearances in films like Jailer and
Captain Miller, has announced his next
project. Celebrating the birthday of Mrs.
Geetha Shiva Rajkumar, the team unveiled
their upcoming Kannada-Telugu bilingual
film.

Directed by Karthik Adwaith and pro-
duced by SN Reddy and Sudheer P under
Bhuvaneswari Pictures, presented by
Padmaja Films India Pvt Ltd., the
project was officially announced
with a special poster release dedi-
cated to Mrs. Geetha Shiva
Rajkumar. This personal touch
added to the excitement sur-
rounding the film.

Described as a high-
octane action thriller, the
film marks Karthik
Adwaith’s debut in
Sandalwood and
Tollywood, following his
Tamil directorial venture
Paayum Oli Nee Yenakku
with Vikram Prabhu. This
project promises to show-
case Shivaraj Kumar in a
distinctive new role and
appearance, generating con-
siderable anticipation among
his fans. The script is
finalised, and music composi-
tion is already underway, with
an official launch ceremony
planned for August.

SN Reddy, a prominent Telugu pro-
ducer known for successful ventures,
teams up with Sudheer P. for this ambitious
bilingual venture. The film is set to be a

high-budget production, featuring Sam CS
for music, A.J. Shetty for cinematography,
Deepu S Kumar for editing and Ravi Santhe
Hackle as the art director.

Further details about the cast and additional
updates on this Kannada-Telugu bilingual film
will be revealed
soon.

RGV reveals why he didn’t
cast SRK for Dawood

F
ilmmaker Ram Gopal Varma’s 2002 film Company remains a beloved
gangster drama, loosely inspired by the infamous underworld organ-

isation, D-Company, led by Don Dawood Ibrahim. Surprisingly,
Ajay Devgn and Vivek Oberoi were not Varma’s initial choices for the

pivotal roles. In fact, he initially approached Shah Rukh Khan to portray
Dawood Ibrahim and considered

Abhishek Bachchan for the character of
Chota Rajan.

In a video on his YouTube channel,
Varma shared insights into his casting

decisions. Regarding Shah Rukh Khan,
Varma recounted, “At one point of

time, I wanted Shah Rukh.
I met Shah Rukh and he

was excited. I wanted
Shah Rukh for Dawood.”

However, he ultimately
decided against casting
Khan due to concerns

about his energetic per-
sona. “I felt that he’s very

hyper; his energy, the
way he is… That’s what

people like. I thought, to
make him very subtle –

not moving at all and
very silent — I thought it

would look very odd on
screen,” explained

Varma. He acknowl-
edged Khan as a “per-
former” but opted for

Ajay Devgn’s more sub-
dued demeanour for the

role of Malik, the
character that

eventually
went to him. Discussing Abhishek

Bachchan, Varma mentioned that he
couldn’t cast him in Company due to the

actor’s busy schedule with other projects at
the time.

Additionally, Varma disclosed that he initially approached
Kamal Haasan for the role of the Mumbai police commis-

sioner in the film, which eventually went to Mohanlal.
Company continues to be celebrated for its gritty portrayal

of Mumbai’s underworld, with its casting choices adding to
its enduring legacy in Indian cinema.

L
yca Productions is all set to unveil the highly
anticipated trailer of Bharateeyudu 2 (Indian 2)
in a grand event on June 25th. Universal Hero

Kamal Haasan returns to reprise his iconic role in
this sequel to the 1996 blockbuster Bharateeyudu,
known for revolutionising action cinema. Directed by
visionary filmmaker Shankar S, renowned for his
epic cinematic vision, the film promises a captivating
experience for audiences worldwide.

Bharateeyudu 2 (Indian 2) is not just a sequel; it’s a
pan-India production that boasts a star-studded
ensemble including S.J. Suryah, Kajal Aggarwal, Priya
Bhavani Shankar, Rakul Preet Singh, Siddharth,
Nedumudi Venu, Kalidas Jayaram, Gulshan Grover,
Samuthirakani, Bobby Simha, Brahmanandam, Zakir
Hussain, Piyush Mishra, Guru Somasundaram, Delhi
Ganesh, Shivaji Guruvayoor, Deepa Shankar, Anant
Mahadevan, George Maryan, Vinod Sagar,
Akhilendra Mishra and Benedict Garrett. The film
pays homage to the late actors Vivek, G Marimuthu
and Manobala, honouring their contributions to the
project.

With music by the acclaimed Anirudh
Ravichander, whose soundtrack has
already garnered praise for its two

captivating songs, Bharateeyudu 2 (Indian 2)
promises to be a visual spectacle. The trailer,
scheduled to be 2 minutes and 36 seconds long,
will be launched in Mumbai amidst much fan-
fare.

Backed by Lyca Productions and Red Giant
Movies and featuring cinematography by Ravi
Varma and editing by A. Sreekar Prasad, the
film is poised to be a cinematic masterpiece.
Its grand-scale production ensures a visual-
ly stunning and impactful experience. The
theatrical rights for Telugu states have
been secured by Asian Suresh
Entertainment LLP and Sri
Lakshmi Movies, promising a
spectacular release in Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh.

Get ready as ‘Senapathy’ (Old
Kamal Haasan) returns to
unleash the power-packed
trailer on June 25th, 2024, set-

ting the stage for the
film’s eagerly awaited
theatrical release on
July 12, 2024.

Ravi Teja’s Mr Bachchan
moves to Kashmir Valley
M

ass Maharaja Ravi Teja and the team behind Mr Bachchan, directed by the acclaimed
Harish Shankar and produced by TG Vishwa Prasad of People Media Factory, are

currently filming a melodious duet amidst the picturesque Kashmir Valley. This highly
anticipated project has already completed 90% of its shooting schedule.
The latest segment focuses on capturing a captivating melody featuring Ravi Teja and
Bhagyashri Borse, choreographed by the renowned Sekhar Master. Over the past four days,
the crew has been immersed in filming against the backdrop of Kashmir's stunning
landscapes, with today marking the final day of this particular shoot. The choice of location
and the essence of the song are set to bring a visually striking and emotionally poignant
dimension to the film. As the production nears completion, the excitement for Mr Bachchan
continues to mount, buoyed by the successful collaboration between Ravi Teja, Harish
Shankar and the skilled production team.

RELEASE DATE LOCKED
FOR INDIAN 2 TRAILER

Samantha’s Bollywood
debut with SRK on a roll!

I
n a sensational development for Bollywood enthusiasts,
renowned filmmaker Rajkumar Hirani and megastar
Shah Rukh Khan are set to reunite for an exhilarating

new project an untitled action-adventure patriotic film.
Adding to the excitement, Samantha Ruth Prabhu has been
confirmed to play the female lead opposite Shah Rukh
Khan, marking her highly anticipated debut in Hindi cine-
ma, sources revealed.

With a string of successful films to her credit, Samantha’s
addition to the cast adds an extra layer of intrigue and
anticipation to the project.

While specific plot details remain under wraps, the
film is expected to blend adrenaline-pumping action
with a strong patriotic narrative, crafted to resonate
deeply with Indian audiences. Rajkumar Hirani’s
direction, coupled with Shah Rukh Khan’s on-screen
charisma and Samantha Ruth Prabhu’s talent, promis-
es a compelling cinematic experience.

Preparations for the film are underway, with princi-
pal shooting slated to commence later this year. The
production team is pulling out all the stops to deliv-
er a visually spectacular
and emotionally reso-
nant film that will
captivate audiences
across the globe.

MB, NAMRATA
CELEBRATE SON’S
THEATRE DEBUT

Namrata Shirodkar and Mahesh Babu's son, Gautam Ghattamaneni,
recently had his debut theatre stage performance in London, a

milestone celebrated with joyous photos shared by Namrata on Instagram.
The family, including Mahesh, Namrata, their daughter Sitara and Gautam,

beamed with pride in the snapshots.
The Instagram post captured not only family moments but also included
selfies with friends, showcasing the camaraderie of the evening. Namrata
expressed her pride in Gautam's performance, describing it as a “special

evening” and urging other children to explore their creativity through
programs like the one offered by @joyofdrama.

In her heartfelt caption, Namrata wrote, “Such a special evening
(red heart emojis) so so proud of @gautamghattamaneni

his first theatre stage performance all the way in
London... and what a show it was .. loved it !!

And loved you more my son (heart
eyes emojis).”

Shiva Rajkumar’s next 
Kannada-Telugu film announced

NTR Film Awards Program is set to honour renowned film actors and actresses across all genres of cinema, named in
honour of Tarakara Rao, the legendary Nata SarvaBhowma, Dr. Nandamuri. The awards ceremony will take place at
Hotel Dasapalla in Hyderabad, amidst a gathering of distinguished celebrities. Organised by “Kalavedika” (R.V. Ramana
Murthy) and Raghavi Media, this event promises grandeur and distinction.
They announced that Telangana State Panchayat Raj and Minister of Women and Child Welfare, Danasari
Anasuya (Sitakka), as the special guest for the occasion. Her presence adds significant grace and prestige
to the event.
They invited all film celebrities and fans of NTR to join them on June 29 to celebrate and contribute to the
success of this auspicious event.P
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FIRST SINGLE FROM
PEKAMEDALU OUT NOW
The first single, Boom Boom Lacchanna, from the upcoming movie Pekamedalu has

been released, creating a buzz ahead of its scheduled release in July.
Starring Vinod Kishan, known for his roles in hits like Naa Peru Shiva and Andhagaram

alongside Anoosha Krishna as the heroine, Pekamedalu marks another venture from
Crazy Ants Productions, following the success of Evvariki Cheppoddu. The teaser for

Pekamedalu, previously launched by Vishwak Sen, received a positive response,
building anticipation among fans.

The lively lyrics of Boom Boom Lacchanna, penned by Bhargav Karthik and sung by
Mano, are complemented by the captivating music composed by Smaran Sai, promising
an engaging and fresh appeal. With its focus on entertainment, the song sets an upbeat

tone for the film.
Promising a compelling storyline and rich content, the Pekamedalu team is confident

about its success as they gear up for the film's release in July.
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PTI n GROS ISLET (SAINT LUCIA)

I
ndia will be out to derail
Australia's T20 World Cup
campaign when they take

on their shocked and under-
pressure opponents in their
final Super 8 game here on
Monday.
A third straight win for India
will not only make them the
group toppers and send them
to the semifinals, it will also
substantially threaten
Australia's chances of
progressing through to the
semi-finals following the
unexpected loss to
Afghanistan in Saint Vincent
on Saturday night. 
Following the reverse against
Afghanistan, Australia don't
have the destiny in their own
hands and will be keenly
tracking Rashid Khan's team
final game against Bangladesh
on Monday night.
India, who have had to endure
heartbreaking defeats at the

hands of Australia in major
ICC events, would like to see a
pre-mature exit of their strong
rivals. 
On fine-tuning their game
ahead of the knockouts, India
don't need to do much having
ticked all boxes in their back-
to-back wins against
Afghanistan and Bangladesh.
Both Rohit and Virat Kohli
played innings of substance
against Afghanistan, while
Shivam Dube, who had not
been able to perform his role,
answered his critics with a
crucial knock.
Number three Rishabh Pant
has been getting dismissed off
reverse hit often and it is
something he would like to
correct.
The biggest positive for India
in this tournament has been
the all-round effort of Hardik
Pandya, who has now come to
the party with the bat to
complement his incisive spells.
Kuldeep Yadav has taken little

time to come up with match-
wining contributions and he
would be relied on for wickets
in the middle overs.
With the team playing three
Super 8 games with as many
days of travel in between, the
management will be tempted
to rotate players but is unlikely
to do so.
India, who arrived in Saint
Lucia on Saturday night, chose
not to train ahead of the
Australia game considering the
hectic travel involved.
It will only be the second day
game at the Darren Sammy
Cricket Stadium. The day
nighters have produced high-
scores here but in the previous
game at the venue, England
were not able to chase 164 in a
day game against South Africa.
It has been the best batting
strip of the competition but
sun beating down on the pitch
through the day is likely to aid
the slower bowlers.
Australia, on the other hand,

have plenty to worry about
going into the game. It was a
flop batting show against
Afghanistan and unusually
Mitchell Marsh's team had a
forgettable night in the field as
well.
Having logged only 88 runs in
six games at a strike rate of 111,
Marsh needs to lead from the
front against India. 
With the ball, offie Glenn
Maxwell needs to check his
economy rate of 8.58 runs per
over.
In terms of match ups, it will be
interesting to see how Kohli
fares against leg-spinner Adam
Zampa, who has had the better
of the Indian superstar on
multiple occasions. 
Australia played the extra
spinner in Ashton Agar instead
of Mitchell Starc against
Afghanistan but that could
change against India.
"It was an off-night for us in
the field, and we own that.
We'll be back next game. It

wasn't an easy wicket but both
teams played on this surface.
(India next...) First and
foremost it becomes clear for
us. We need to win and no
better team to do it against
(India)," said the skipper in a
very matter of fact way after
the Afghanistan game. 

SQUADS: 
India: Rohit Sharma (captain),
Hardik Pandya, Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Virat Kohli,
Suryakumar Yadav, Rishabh
Pant, Sanju Samson, Shivam
Dube, Ravindra Jadeja, Axar
Patel, Kuldeep Yadav,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Arshdeep
Singh, Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammad Siraj.
Australia: David Warner,
Travis Head, Mitchell Marsh
(captain), Glenn Maxwell,
Marcus Stoinis, Tim David,
Matthew Wade (wk), Pat
Cummins, Ashton Agar, Adam
Zampa, Josh Hazlewood,
Mitchell Starc, Josh Inglis,
Cameron Green, Nathan Ellis.

familiar with Marcelo Brozovic
and Ivan Perisic from their
time together at Inter Milan
between 2017 and 2019. The
now 35-year-old Perisic scored
55 goals in 254 games across
stints with Inter, winning the
Serie A title in 2021 and Coppa
Italia the next season.
TEAM NEWS
o Italy left-back Federico
Dimarco is expected to miss
the game with a right calf
injury sustained in the loss
against Spain. Dimarco
featured in both of Italy's
games so far.
o Croatia will be without
midfielder Nikola Vlacic, who
is no longer with the squad
because of an injury, while
veteran defender Domagoj
Vida missed Saturday's training
session with an ankle injury.
BY THE NUMBERS
o Italy has a poor record

against Croatia, winning only
one of their previous nine
meetings. Croatia won three,
while there were five draws.
The last three games all
finished 1-1.
o Italy's only win came in the
first meeting between the
countries, a friendly in Genoa
in 1942 that yielded four goals
for the home team.
WHAT THEY'RE SAYING
"I know the Italy coach. They
will be well organized. It will be
a tough match, but I believe we
will rise to the challenge and
come out victorious." - Croatia
midfielder Mario Pasalic.
"Croatia are strong. They have
experience. In addition to
Brozovic, they have many
quality players and we will have
to be careful. But we will have
to play our game with our own
strengths, and I'm sure we will
cause them problems.

AP n LEIPZIG (GERMANY)

Defending champion Italy
needs to avoid defeat

against neighboring Croatia in
their final group game to ensure
progress at the European
Championship. Croatia can
progress with a win, or by
avoiding defeat as long as
Albania does not beat group-
winner Spain in the other
Group B game at the same time. 
HERE'S WHAT TO KNOW
ABOUT THE MATCH:
MATCH FACTS
o Italy has three points after
beating Albania 2-1 in its
opening game before losing 1-0
to Spain, which is already
assured of winning the group.
Croatia lost to Spain 3-0 in its
opening game, then drew with
Albania 2-2 in their second
game, leaving both Croatia and
Albania with one point.

Albania has the better goal
difference.
o Though a draw will be
enough for Italy's progression,
Luciano Spalletti's team will be
keen to impress after being
thoroughly outclassed by Spain
in its previous game. Italy only
lost by a goal, but the Italian
players spent most of the game
chasing Spanish shadows and
were saved embarrassment by
captain and goalkeeper
Gianluigi Donnarumma.
o Zlatko Dalic's Croatia team is
once again led by Real Madrid
star Luka Modric, who is yet to
score in his fifth tournament
appearance.
o Italy lost in its previous and
only game in Leipzig, a 1-0
defeat to East Germany in a
friendly in April 1982.
o Many of the Croatian players
have played in Italy, while Italy
coach Luciano Spalletti is

Italy and Croatia clash with tournament survival at stake

PTI n NORTH SOUND

Hosts West Indies will need their all-
round firepower for taming a ram-

paging South Africa in their must-win
final Super Eight clash to seal the semi-
final berth at the T20 World Cup here.
After their only loss in six games to
England in their opening Super 8 game,
WI regrouped to smash co-hosts USA by
nine wickets.
For WI, a win will see them through to
the last-four, while a loss will bring it
down to net run-rate and that too only
if USA beat England in the other group
match.
South Africa, who have won all their six
games so far, are sitting at the top of the
table but they too are not yet guaranteed
a spot in the semifinal and will need a win
to seal the position. 
A loss will again leave their fate on the
other result and NRR.
However, both teams will have the
advantage of knowing the exact scenario
before they head into the match.
West Indies had failed to rotate strike
against England but they quickly
addressed the issue, producing a domi-
nant show against USA led by Shai Hope's
belligerent 39-ball 82.
While Hope will be expected to produce
the firework in the powerplay, the
Windies also possess some big power-hit-
ters such as Nicholas Pooran, Andre
Russell to provide the charge in the death
as well. They also have Kyle Mayers wait-
ing in the wings and it needs to be seen
if WI is tempted to open with him, given
his stint in SA20 and his mountain of
runs in the pre-World Cup series against
South Africa last month.
"I think most of the times when we con-
trol the power play, whether batting or
bowling, that's when we come out on top,"
Roston Chase said in the pre-match press
conference. 
"I think that's the main focus, because we
know in the end we have the power at the
end. So, it's just for us to control that
power play with the batting and our bowl-
ing..."
South Africa, on the other hand, haven't
looked dominant so far despite an all-win

record. It has always been tight wins even
against minnows like the US and Nepal.
The positive thing is that Aiden
Markram's team has always found a way
to come out trumps.
"If you look at previous World Cups, the
small moments we haven't really won.
And it's good to see that I think all the
games have come really close and we
found a way, so it's building the charac-
ter within the team," Keshav Maharaj said.
"And I think it prepares us for obvious-
ly certain opportunities that we could get
and crossing over the line in those small
moments are things that we've never done
before. So, it's good to see us getting into
that."
For SA, Quinton de Kock and Reeza
Hendricks have done the heavy lifting,
while Anrich Nortje and Keshav Maharaj
have been their standout bowler.
De Kock's big-hitting in the powerplay
made the difference in their last match
against England and WI has to find a way
to stop him.
WI has some quality spinners in Akeal
Hosein, Gudakesh Motie and Chase
and a lot will depend on them as how
they contain the middle-order, led by
David Miller.
WI will also take inspiration from their
3-0 sweep of South Africa ahead of the
tournament although it came against a
second-string side. South Africa, on the
other hand, have an overwhelming 3-1
record against the West Indies in T20
World Cups.

SQUAD:
West Indies Squad: Rovman Powell (c),
Kyle Mayers, Johnson Charles, Nicholas
Pooran (wk), Sherfane Rutherford, Andre
Russell, Romario Shepherd, Roston
Chase, Akeal Hosein, Alzarri Joseph,
Gudakesh Motie, Obed McCoy, Shamar
Joseph, Shimron Hetmyer and Shai
Hope.
South Africa: Aiden Markram (c),
Ottniel Baartman, Gerald Coetzee,
Quinton de Kock, Bjorn Fortuin, Reeza
Hendricks, Marco Jansen, Heinrich
Klaasen, Keshav Maharaj, David Miller,
Anrich Nortje, Kagiso Rabada, Ryan
Rickelton, Tabraiz Shamsi and Tristan
Stubbs.

PTI n KINGSTOWN

Afghanistan pulled off an upset
of epic proportions with a

shock 21-run win over mighty
Australia in T20 World Cup with
Gulbadin Naib's four-wicket haul
upending Pat Cummins' hat-trick
to produce one of most
memorable days in Afghan
cricket.
Using the slower balls smartly on a
difficult batting wicket,
Afghanistan defended their total
of 148 for six for their first-ever
win over Australia in international
cricket.
Australia were all out for 127 in
19.2 overs in the Super Eight
contest and they are now staring at
early elimination from the World
Cup. Australia now must win their
match against India on Monday
and also hope that Afghanistan
lose to Bangladesh in their next
match. 
Afghanistan openers
Rahmanullah Gurbaz (60) and
Ibrahim Zadran (51) forged a 118-
run partnership setting up base for
a challenging total but Pat
Cummins registered his second
successive hat-trick spread across
two overs to restrict Afghanistan
to a manageable total.
Australia were reduced to 32 for 3

in the powerplay but Glenn
Maxwell slammed a 41-ball 59 to
somewhat resurrect the chase.
However Naib's timely strikes
proved crucial in toppling the
2021 champions.
Afghanistan exacted revenge for
their defeat in Mumbai during the
ODI World Cup. Maxwell had
snatched victory from Aghans at
that time and on Saturday too he
threatened to deny them but
Naib's brilliance ensured them the
win.
"It's massive win for us as a team
and as a nation. Great feeling. It's
something we missed in last two
years. Really happy with the win
and super proud of the guys,"
Afghanistan skipper Rashid Khan
said at the post-match
presentation.
"The way Gulbadin bowled today -
the experience he has, it came
good today. The way Nabi started
- the wicket of Warner - was also
pleasing to see. It's so important
for us back home and around the
world. I'm sure they're proud and
would've enjoyed the game," he
added.
The result has opened up the
Group 1 as both Australia and
Afghanistan now have one win
each with one match to go, while
India sit atop the table with two

wins from as many games.
Defending 149 on a spin-friendly
wicket, Afghanistan had the
perfect start as Naveen-ul-Haq
picked up two early wickets with
the new ball to peg Australia back.
First Naveen cleaned up Travis
Head for a duck with a fuller
delivery and then he deceived the
skipper Mitch Marsh with a slower
delivery as he holed out to Nabi.
Maxwell eased the pressure with
two fours off Azmatullah but Nabi
removed David Warner (3), who
went for a slog sweep only to find
Noor Ahmad as Australia scored
the lowest Powerplay score of 33
for 3 this World Cup.

Maxwell, who had tormented
Afghanistan during the ODI
World Cup last year, continued to
find the boundaries as he clattered
spinner Nangeyalia Kharote for a
four and a six. 
Naib then struck twice to give
Afghanistan hope as he surprised
Marcus Stoinis with a bouncer.
The batter top-edged it to find
Gurbaz. He next trapped Tim
David as Australia slipped to 85
for 5 in the 13th over.
Maxwell slammed a six off Rashid
Khan and Naib in 12th and 13th
overs to keep Australia's chase on
track.
Naib returned to pick his most

prized cap, dismissing the
dangerous Maxwell in the 15th
over and then Rashid removed
Matthew Wade as their chase fell
apart.
Naib next knocked off the stumps
of Cummins, while Naveen
claimed his third victim by
removing Ashton Agar.
Azmatullah ended the
proceedings by dismissing Josh
Hazlewood.
Earlier, Gurbaz and Ibrahim
notched up their third century
stand of this T20 World Cup with
a 118-run partnership.
The duo capitalised on their
chances as Australia had to wait
till the 16th over for their first
breakthrough.
Gurbaz slammed four maximums
and as many fours in his 49-ball
stay, while Zadran hit six
boundaries during his 48-ball
knock.
Stoinis got rid of Gurbaz with an
off-cutter, while in the next over,
Adam Zampa cleaned up
Azmatullah Omarzai with a slider.
Looking for big hits, Afghanistan
lost wickets there after with
Cummins dismissing Rashid
Khan, Karim Janat and Gulbadin
Naib to became the first player to
pick up two hat-tricks in T20
World Cups.

AP n COLOGNE (GERMANY)

In front of Belgium's royal family,
King Kev sealed the win. 

Belgium shook off the shock of
losing to Slovakia in its opening
game of the European
Championship by beating
Romania 2-0 on Saturday. 
Kevin De Bruyne's second-half
goal completed the win after Youri
Tielemans scored in the second
minute at Cologne Stadium.
Watching on were Belgium's King
Philippe and Queen Mathilde. 
"We knew what we needed to do.
We needed to win otherwise we
were going home," De Bruyne said.
"I will do everything I can to keep
the lads on track."
This was just what Belgium needed
after the Slovakia stunner, which
raised the prospect of another early
exit from a major tournament after
being eliminated at the group stage
of the 2022 World Cup.
Tielemans gave the No. 3-ranked
team in the world a flying start with
a goal from the edge of the area. De
Bruyne converted direct from
Belgium goalkeeper Koen Casteels'
long kick in the 80th.

The result means all four teams in
Group E have three points and
there is all to play for in the final
round of games on Wednesday,
when Belgium plays Ukraine and
Romania takes on Slovakia.
"I'm very relieved we won the
game. It was very important to get
the three points," Belgium coach
Domenico Tedesco said.
While Belgium won, there was
more frustration for Romelu

Lukaku, who had a third goal ruled
out by VAR at these Euros.
Still, he was at the center of his
team's great start when laying the
ball off for Tielemans to drive in
low from the edge of the box. 
Belgium has been criticized for
failing to live up to expectations in
the past, and its opening defeat
would not have helped the
confidence among the squad going
into Saturday's game. 

Tielemans' goal seemed to lift the
pressure, and Belgium ruled the
rest of the half with 67% of
possession. Lukaku thought he
scored after the break, but VAR
said he strayed offside before firing
past Romania keeper Florin Nita.
The longer the game went on
without Belgium scoring a second,
the more the tension rose.
Dennis Man could have evened the
score when running through on
goal, but was denied by Casteels.
The keeper then turned provider
with a long punt upfield, which De
Bruyne raced on to and fired home.
Tedesco thought his team took too
long to seal the win. 
"Scoring four or five goals tonight
was possible," he said. "It is
important to create chances, but
you have to kill the game earlier for
sure." 
Under former Belgium coach
Roberto Martinez, Portugal
advanced to the knockout phase
after a 3-0 win against Turkey in
Group F. Georgia picked up its first
ever point at a major tournament
after a drawing the Czech Republic
1-1 and still has hopes of
advancing.

PTI n ANTALYA (TURKEY)

Indian recurve mixed team of
Dhiraj Bommadevara and

Bhajan Kaur produced an excel-
lent performance to rally past
Mexico and clinch a bronze
medal in the Archery World
Cup Stage 3 here on Sunday.
Trailing 0-2 after conceding the
opening set, the Indian team
produced a flawless round to
bring it level and seal a stunning
5-3 (35-38, 40-39, 38-37, 38-38)
win over their Mexican oppo-
nents Alejandra Valencia and
Matias Grande. 
This was India's third medal
from the meet and the archers
will be in the hunt for two more
medals when Dhiraj and Ankita
Bhakat compete in their respec-
tive individual semifinals later in
the day.
Indian women's compound
team of Jyothi Surekha Vennam,
Aditi Swami and Parneet Kaur
bagged a gold medal, while
Priyansh bagged a silver on
Saturday.

Near perfect India could play party poopers to under pressure Australia

Big hitting West Indies clash with
rampaging SA in must win super 8 clash

Afghanistan shock Australia by 21 runs in Super 8s match of T20 World Cup

Indian recurve
mixed team wins
bronze medal in
Archery World Cup

De Bruyne crowns Belgium's 2-0 win over
Romania to get Euro 2024 campaign on track
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