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The BJP’s Central Election Committee
(CEC) convened a meeting late

Thursday night at its Delhi
headquarters, with deliberations led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
regarding their first list of candidates
running late into the night, suggesting
the inclusion of several high-profile
leaders in the first list.
The CEC members, including Modi, the
party’s national president JP Nadda, and
Union Ministers Amit Shah and Rajnath
Singh, deliberated on potential
candidates for States like Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Assam, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa, and

Uttarakhand, among others, to finalise
the nominees.
The CEC meeting, which began around
10:30 pm on Thursday, lasted for
more than five hours.
Before that, Shah and Nadda
had met Modi at his
residence to hold
consultations, sources
said. According to
sources, the party may
announce a list of 100-
120 candidates in its first
list. The party is likely to
announce its candidates on
“weak seats” in Uttar Pradesh
before the Election Commission releases
dates for the Lok Sabha elections.

In Uttar Pradesh, the BJP will not contest
from all 80 seats and will reserve some for
its potential allies like Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD). In the last poll body meet, 56 UP

seats were finalised.
The BJP, according to sources,

employed a multi-layered and
exhaustive process,
encompassing public
feedback, internal
evaluations, and high-level
strategic discussions, to select

the candidates poised to
represent the party in the

upcoming electoral battle.
Sources said the BJP has harnessed

technology to solicit feedback from the
grassroots level. 
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Apparently setting the
election agenda for the

BJP in Bengal, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday focused on women
voters, one of the main
electoral bases of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee.
He expressed regret over the
insensitive attitude of the
Indian National Democratic
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA)
towards “the better half of
the population,” citing their
handling of the sexually
abused women in
Sandeshkhali.
Addressing a massive rally in
Arambagh, Hooghly district,
the Prime Minister, who
launched projects worth �
7,000 crore for developing
railways, ports, petroleum,
and other sectors, criticised
the Trinamool Congress
Government for protecting
an accused of land grab and
dishonouring women in
Sandeshkhali. 
He refrained from naming
specific politicians but
highlighted how leaders
from the Congress, the TMC,
and the Left parties
remained silent on the
oppression of women and
the poor in Sandeshkhali
during meetings held in
Patna, Bengaluru, and
Mumbai.
“When asked for his
reactions the national
president of the Congress

party said on Sandeshkhali
that such incidents are usual
in these areas ... Is this not an
insult on the women of
Bengal, the great men of the
State who created the
template of the
Independence movement,”
Modi asked, saying the

women of Sandeshkhali and
Bengal were hurt and angry
and would “avenge their
insult in the elections.”
Saying that the TMC and its
leadership were the
protectors of the corrupt, the
Prime Minister said the
people of Bengal had made

up their mind to throw them
out of power.
The Prime Minister’s
meeting at Arambagh
assumes importance against
the backdrop of the party’s
defeat here in the 2019
general elections by a small
margin of about 1,300 votes. 
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India is expected to witness
high minimum temperatures

in March, sounding alarms for
the vital wheat crop, as the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) predicts above-average
day and night temperatures from
March through May across the
nation, attributed to El Niño
conditions. Exceptions are noted
in isolated regions of the
northwest, northeast, central,
and peninsular India, sparking
concerns for agricultural yields.
This could impact agricultural

activities and crop growth,
particularly for wheat. The
minimum or night temperatures
are also likely to be above normal
over most parts of the country,
the IMD said on Friday.
According to the IMD, the first
half of March may see above-
normal rainfall in north-western
parts of the country, while the
second half is likely to experience
h i g h e r - t h a n - n o r m a l
temperatures. 
Monthly maximum temperatures
for March are expected to be
above normal over most areas of
peninsular India, the northeast,
the west central region, and the

northwest. Normal to below-
normal maximum temperatures
are likely to persist over most
parts of east and east-central
India and some parts of
northwest India. During the
season (March, April, and May),
above-normal minimum
temperatures are most likely over
most parts of the country.
IMD director general
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said at a
press conference that India is
likely to see above-normal
maximum and minimum
temperatures in most parts of the
country during the “Hot Weather
Season 2024” between March

and May, with El Niño conditions
predicted to continue through
the summer season and neutral
conditions likely to develop
thereafter.  The El Niño
conditions in 2023 ed to patchy
and erratic monsoon in 2023,
reducing India’s foodgrain
production by 6.1 per cent in the
2023-24 crop year (July-June).
“During March, April, and May,
an above-normal number of
heatwave days are likely over
most parts of the country except
over Northeast India, Western
Himalayan Region, Southwest
Peninsula, and West Coast,” he
said.

BJP to strengthen
alliance, Yogi to
revamp Cabinet 
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India on Friday sealed five
major defence acquisition

contracts worth �3 9 , 1 2 5
crore, including the
procurement of BrahMos
supersonic cruise missiles,
radars, weapon systems, and
aero-engines for MiG-29 jets,
as part of efforts to boost the
combat capabilities of the
armed forces.
The mega procurement
projects were finalised amid
India’s lingering border row

with China in eastern
Ladakh, and they will be
implemented under the
broad framework of the
Government’s policy to
enhance domestic defence
manufacturing.
The contracts for the
procurement of the platforms
and weapon systems were
signed in the presence of
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Defence Secretary
Giridhar Aramane, under
whose guidance these deals
were finalised, according to
an official statement.

“These deals will further
strengthen indigenous
capabilities, save foreign
exchange, and reduce
dependency on foreign-
origin equipment
manufacturers in the future,”
the statement said.
Two separate deals were
finalised for the procurement
of BrahMos missiles. The first
one is for the procurement of
BrahMos missiles from the
BrahMos Aerospace Private
Ltd (BAPL) at a cost of
�19,518.65 crore.
“These missiles would be

utilised to meet combat outfit
and training requirements of
the Indian Navy,” the Defence
Ministry said. The second
contract is for the
procurement of the ship-
borne BrahMos system from
the BAPL at a cost of �988
crore. 
These missiles will serve as
the Indian Navy’s primary
weapon for maritime strike
operations, fitted onboard
various frontline warships.
Capable of hitting land or sea
targets from extended ranges
with pinpoint accuracy at

supersonic speeds, the system
enhances the Navy’s combat
capabilities.
The deal for procurement of
RD-33 Aero Engines for
MiG-29 aircraft was signed
with State-run aerospace
giant Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), costing
�5,249.72 crore. The aero
engines, to be produced by
the Koraput Division of HAL,
will sustain the operational
capability of the MiG-29 fleet
for its residual service life,
fulfilling the Indian Air
Force’s needs.
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Ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, the BJP

is set to maintain good
relations with its existing
allies by offering them more
space in Assam and
accommodating them in the
Uttar Pradesh Government.
Sources said Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath may
expand his Cabinet and
Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj
Party president Om Prakash
Rajbhar may be included in
the Cabinet.
Similarly the ruling BJP will
contest 11 Lok Sabha seats
in Assam, leaving three for
its allies Asom Gana
Parishad (AGP) and the
United People’s Party
Liberal (UPPL). Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma AGP will
contest from Barpeta and
Dhubri, while UPPL will
field its candidate in
Kokrajhar. The allies will
support each other
candidates in all the 14
constituencies.
In the Yogi Government, JP
leader Dara Singh Chauhan
and an MLA from Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD) may also get
entry in Team Yogi. It is also
speculated that one Jat and
one Muslim from RLD may
get a place in the Yogi
Government.
Sources said Yogi took the
approval from the party
high command on
Thursday in the midst of
CEC meeting.

EC urges parties to maintain decorum
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Taking note of the
concerning trends and

cases of declining levels of
political campaign discourse
in recent elections, the
Election Commission (EC)
has urged political parties and
their leaders to refrain from
seeking votes based on caste,
religion, or language.
Additionally, they are warned
not to insult the devotee-deity
relationship or suggest any
divine censure.
The poll watchdog has
emphasised the need for
maintaining decorum in
public campaigning, placing
additional responsibility on
star campaigners and
candidates, particularly those
who have been issued notices
in the past. This advisory
comes just days before the

model code is expected to
come into effect with the
announcement of the Lok
Sabha and four State Assembly
polls later this month.
In its advisory, the EC has
stated that candidates and star
campaigners will face stern
action for any violation of the
Model Code of Conduct,
replacing the previous practice
of only ‘moral censure’.

Furthermore, the EC has
prohibited the use of temples,
mosques, churches,
gurdwaras, or any other place
of worship for poll
propaganda or electioneering.
The EC’s advisory also
emphasises that references
ridiculing devotee-deity
relations or suggesting divine
censure should not be made.
Any surrogate or indirect

violation of the Model Code
of Conduct will be dealt with
sternly by the Commission.
Star campaigners and
candidates have been put on
notice by the EC regarding
violations, following
previously known
methodologies during
elections to avoid breaches of
the Model Code of Conduct. 
The commission will assess
any indirect violations of the
Model Code of Conduct as
per the advisory to ensure fair
and appropriate notices are
issued in terms of timing and
content for the forthcoming
elections.
For the General Election to
Lok Sabha and to four State
Legislative Assemblies, all
phases and geographical areas
of elections shall be
considered for determining
“repeat” offenses.
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Abomb blast at a popular
eatery in the city on Friday

left nine persons injured and
police have launched a probe
from all angles after it emerged
that an earlier suspected gas
leak was not the cause of the
explosion.
Police suspect that a bag at the
eatery with a possible
improvised explosive device
(IED) could have exploded,
even as the NIA and the IB
have been apprised of the
matter. Officials from the local
unit of the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
later arrived at the spot.
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
said investigation is on to
ascertain the cause and nature
of the explosion at the popular
Rameshwaram Cafe in
Whitefiled, and added it might
have been caused by an

“improvised explosive” device. 
The incident should not be
politicised and everyone
should cooperate,
Siddaramaiah said, adding
strict action would be taken
against those involved.
State police chief Alok Mohan
described the explosion as a
“bomb blast” and said nobody
was seriously injured.

“At 1 pm, a bomb blast
occurred at the hotel (cafe),
nine people are injured, and no
one is serious. We are
investigating. FSL (forensic)
teams have come and are
checking. City police
Commissioner and other
officers are at the spot. We will
certainly identify who did it,”
he said after visiting the spot.
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Sandeshkhali erupts in celebrations
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Holi came a few weeks in advance at
Sandeshkhali with the entire riverine

island on Thursday virtually getting
inundated in abir (vermilion) hours after
the news of Sheikh Shahjahan’s arrest at
Minakhan about 20 miles inland.
Unconcerned about the much-talked
about “body language” of Shahjahan —
regarded as the unquestioned “don” of
Sandeshkhali who doubled up as a

powerful Trinamool Congress leader and a
vote and fund manager — post his arrest,
the people, particularly women engaged in
a pre-matured Holi saying however that
this was “not the end of the movement but
beginning of it.” Shahjahan, the alleged
mastermind of attack on a raiding team of
Enforcement Directorate officials on
January 5 besides the alleged perpetrator
of large-scale land grabbing, sexual assault
on women and other crimes, was at large
for 56 days before being arrested on
Thursday.
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Three-day Vasantotsav
2024 begins at Raj Bhawan
The governor lieutenant

general (retd) Gurmit
Singh inaugurated the
three-day Vasantotsav-
2024 at the Raj Bhawan on
Friday. Agriculture minis-
ter Ganesh Joshi, Tourism
minister Satpal Maharaj,
the governor’s wife Gurmit
Kaur and chief secretary
Radha Raturi were also
present during the inaugu-

ration.  Singh released a
special postal cover on the
thuner plant on the occa-
sion.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the governor said that
the beauty and speciality of
flowers in Uttarakhand
will help it become a
flower State. He expressed
confidence that Vasantot-
sav will also provide en-
couragement to those
involved in agriculture and
horticulture while also

providing a fillip to local
products.

According to officials, as
part of the competition in
Vasantotsav, there are 528
participants in the cut
flower (traditional) cate-
gory, 179 in the cut flower
(non-traditional), five in
cut flower (Divyang), 18 in
potted plants (private

nursery), 54  in loose
flower, 24 in potted plants
(non-floral), 29 in rooftop
vegetable production, 19 in
cactus and succulents, 14
in bonsai, 12 in terrarium,
19 in hanging pots, two in
hydroponic cultivation, 62
in on the spot photogra-
phy, 34 in honey, 30 in flo-
ral rangoli and 762 in
painting competition.
There were a total of 1,811
participants competing in
15 categories and 53 sub
categories in the event.

Further, a total of 360 stalls
have been put up by indi-
viduals and organisations
at the event venue.

The first day of Vasan-
totsav also saw perform-
ances by bands of IMA,
ITBP, PAC and Home
Guards along with folk
dancers from Almora.
Jawans of the Gorkha Ri-

fles displayed their physi-
cal and mental strength
with a khukri dance while
students of Dev Sanskriti
University exhibited vari-
ous Yoga postures.

The governor also inter-
acted with students from
various schools who par-
ticipated in the painting
competition. He also
viewed the floral exhibi-
tion and sought informa-
tion at various stalls.

Heavy snowfall alert
issued for 5 districts,
rain likely in most
parts of State today

PNS     DEHRADUN

Five dead in three separate road accidents

The State meteorological
centre has issued an or-

ange warning (Alert) regard-
ing the possibility of heavy
snowfall likely to occur at alti-
tudes of 3,200 metres and
above in Uttarkashi,
Rudraprayag, Chamoli,
Bageshwar and Pithoragarh
districts on Saturday. Thun-
derstorms accompanied with
lightning/hail/gusty wind (40-
50 kmph) are likely to occur at
a few places in districts of
Garhwal region and at isolated
places in districts of Kumaon
region. The meteorological
centre has also issued a yellow
warning (Watch) regarding
the possibility of heavy rain
likely to occur at a isolated
places in Uttarkashi,
Rudraprayag, Chamoli,
Bageshwar, Pithoragarh,
Dehradun, Tehri, Haridwar
and Nainital districts today.
Apart from this, light to mod-
erate rain/thunderstorms are
likely to occur at most places
in the State. Light to moderate
snowfall is likely to occur at
places situated at altitudes of
2,800 metres and above in the
State today. The provisional

State capital Dehradun is fore-
cast to witness a generally
cloudy sky today. Few spells of
light to moderate rain/thun-
derstorm accompanied with
lightning/hail/gusty wind (40-
50 kmph) are likely to occur
with the likelihood of one or
two spells being heavy in
some areas. The maximum
and minimum temperatures
are likely to be about 20 de-
grees Celsius and 12 degrees
Celsius respectively.

Meanwhile, Dehradun and
other parts of the State experi-
enced a cloudy sky on Friday
with trace rainfall being re-
ported in some places. The
maximum and minimum
temperatures recorded in var-
ious places were 25.7 degrees
Celsius and 12.1 degrees Cel-
sius respectively in Dehradun,
27.5 degrees Celsius and eight
degrees Celsius in Pantnagar,
19.5 degrees Celsius and 6.8
degrees Celsius in Muktesh-
war and 14.4 degrees Celsius
and 7.6 degrees Celsius in
New Tehri. There was trace
rainfall reported in Dehradun
and New Tehri.

Truecaller launches AI-en-
abled call recording in India

PNS     JOSHIMATH/NAINITAL

At least five persons died in
three separate road acci-

dents in the State on Friday.
Two persons each died in ac-
cidents reported in Joshimath
and Nainital while one person
died in a mishap in Dehradun.
Two youths left for Joshimath
from Dehradun on February
22 on a leisure trip. According
to the police, the duo fell into
a deep gorge along with their
motorcycle near Selang village

on the way to Joshimath. After
their family members lodged
a report in the Chamoli police
station about them missing,
the police traced their mobile
phone location and reached

the gorge from where their
bodies were recovered on Fri-
day. The Joshimath police sub
inspector Sanjay Negi in-
formed that the deceased have
been identified as Dhiraj
Dhami (22) from Bageshwar
and Ritik Rana (24) from Ut-
tarkashi. In Nainital, two per-
sons on a motorcycle died
when the vehicle fell about 50
feet down the mountainside
near Khupi on the Haldwani-

Bhawali highway on Friday
evening.  The locals informed
the police about the accident
and the two men were rescued
and taken to the Bhawali com-
munity health centre where

the doctors declared them
dead.  The deceased have been
identified as Almora residents
Rajendra Singh Rawal and
Pushkar Singh. They were rid-
ing towards Haldwani when
the accident occurred. In the
third mishap, a Vikram being
driven from Raiwala to Doi-
wala was hit by a car from be-
hind near Lal Tappad Nature
Villa. The Vikram overturned
due to the collision with the

driver, Doiwala resident
Pravesh sustaining serious in-
juries. He was taken to the
hospital where he was de-
clared dead by doctors.

PNS      DEHRADUN

Truecaller, the
global plat-

form for verifying
contacts and
blocking un-
wanted communi-
c a t i o n s ,
announced the
launch of AI-pow-
ered call recording
in India for iOS
and Android platforms. This addition provides users with
the ability to record incoming and outgoing calls directly
within the Truecaller app, offering a convenient and effi-
cient way to capture and
manage important con-
versations. The company
stated that by leveraging
cutting-edge artificial in-
telligence technology,
Truecaller empowers
users to fully engage in
their live conversation
without the need to be
concerned about taking
detailed notes, thereby
improving productivity
during calls.  The integra-
tion of AI into the newly
launched call recording
feature marks a significant
leap forward, allowing for
a detailed transcription of
the entire phone call,
along with an AI-gener-
ated call summary. Man-
aging director and chief
product officer at True-
caller, Rishit Jhunjhun-
wala said, "We are
constantly innovating cut-
ting-edge solutions that
enhance communication.
We want to give our cus-
tomers greater control
and flexibility in manag-
ing their conversations,
and the latest addition is
also a very valuable tool
for both personal and
professional purposes.”
Truecaller’s AI powered
call recording solution
will be available as a part
of the brand’s premium
plan, starting at Rs 75 per
month or Rs 529 per year. 

Complete preparation for purchase
of Rabi crop by March 31: Arya

The Food and Civil Supply minis-
ter Rekha Arya instructed offi-

cials to ensure that all preparations
for the purchase of the Rabi crop are
completed by March 31.  The pro-
curement of the Rabi crop will begin
on April 1 this year. She said this dur-
ing a review meeting with the depart-
mental officials here on Friday.

Arya stated that the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for wheat has
been set at Rs 2,275 for this year,
which is higher by Rs 150 compared
to the last year. It has also been de-
cided that wheat will be purchased
through various agencies including
the marketing branch of the Food de-
partment, UCF, NCCF, UPCU, NAFED
and UKUSS. Further, a total of 265 pur-
chase centres will be in operation this

year, which represents an increase of 44
centres compared to last year, she said.
The minister further informed that the
target for the wheat crop this year is

50,000 metric tonnes.
Additionally, she em-
phasised that when
farmers sell their
crops at the procure-
ment centres, it must
be ensured that they
receive the payment
within 72 hours. Fur-
ther, she directed offi-
cials to promptly
establish all procure-
ment centres along
with raising aware-
ness about it. Arya
further directed the
officials to ensure

basic facilities like drinking water, toi-
lets and others at the centres to prevent
any inconvenience for the farmers vis-
iting the centres.

MCD gears up for
legacy waste disposal
PNS      DEHRADUN

The Municipal Corpo-
ration of Dehradun

(MCD) has started the
tender process to start
biomining on the old
trenching ground on Sa-
hastradhara Road to dis-
pose of about five lakh
metric tonnes of legacy
waste. 

The companies that
participated in the tender
showed the Dehradun
municipal commissioner
Gaurav Kumar on Friday
their presentations about
how the waste will be
processed through scien-
tific methods as part of
the tender process.
Kumar said that the cor-
poration has floated ten-
ders regarding the legacy
waste disposal of this
trenching ground but it
was cancelled due to the
high rates proposed by
the agencies. 

The MCD has floated
the tender again to
choose the best agency to
dispose of decades-old
waste. He said that the
project is expected to be
completed with a budget

of about Rs 27 crore that
will be sought from the
government. The MCD
will bear the extra costs
of the project. Once the
biomining starts, the
project is estimated to be
completed in 18 months
excluding factors like un-
favourable weather con-
ditions. Kumar said that
MCD is yet to get the
district magistrate
Sonika’s approval to go
ahead with this project.
He also stated that MCD
will work to dispose of
Sheeshambada legacy
waste in a similar man-
ner.

“The Dehradun Smart
City Limited (DSCL) is
currently preparing the
detailed project report to
send it to the State ad-
ministration for ap-
proval. The budget and
time to process the waste
are kept almost similar to
the trenching ground
project so far. The tender
process will start soon
after getting the approval
from the government,”
he added.

PNS     DEHRADUN
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Police and SDRF personnel retrieve bodies of two riders from a gorge near Joshimath              
Pioneer photo
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Transport department
issues notices to Ola & Uber

Two arrested in
minor’s suicide case

The police on Friday
arrested a man and his

driver under the Child
Labour Prohibition Act
1986 in connection with
alleged suicide of a minor
gir l  in his  house in
Dehradun’s Race Course
area. The CCTV footage
and other evidence showed

that they harassed the girl
which possibly pushed her
to commit suicide, the
Dehradun senior superin-
tendent of police Ajai Singh
said. A teenage girl on

Thursday morning alleged-
ly hanged herself in the
house where she worked as
a full time house help. 

Her parents claimed that
she was killed by the own-
ers but according to the
SSP, the post mortem report
showed suicidal hanging to

be the cause of death.
Further, there was nothing
in the report that indicated
that the victim was going
through any kind of physi-
cal abuse or sexual assault.

He said that CCTV footage
showed the girl going into
the bathroom with a stool to
hang herself and after some-
time, others went there and
brought her body outside
and tried to give her med-
ical help. Then they took
her to the hospital where
she was declared as brought
dead.

The parents filed a case
against the girl’s employers
on Thursday under section
302, 323, 354 and 342
Indian Penal Code and 7/ 8
POCSO Act and 3(a)/ 4
Child Labour Prohibition
Act 1986. The police start-
ed the investigation and on
the basis of CCTV footage
and other evidence, they
arrested the home owner
Abhishek Luthra and his
driver Rajiv Kumar. “The
CCTV footage and other
evidence showed that
Luthra and Kumar used to
allegedly harass her for
work. Considering this, the
police arrested them under
sections 305/ 323/ 342/ 120
B and 3/14 Child Labour
Prohibition Act 1986. The
investigation is ongoing,”
the SSP added.

PNS    DEHRADUN

CEO directs Excise Dept to check liquor
sales and bootlegging in view of LS polls

Chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami handed over

appointment letters to 35 assis-
tant social welfare officers and
three hostel superintendents of
the Social Welfare department
at his residence on Friday.
These candidates have been
selected by the Uttarakhand
Subordinate Services Selection
Commission (UkSSSC).
Congratulating the newly
appointed officers the CM
said that the process of
appointments to the vacant
posts in different departments
is going on in the State.  The
CM said that a campaign is
underway to fill all the vacant
posts in different departments
of the State government.
Exhorting the newly appoint-
ed officers to remain disci-
plined, the CM said that by
adhering to discipline one can
work in a better way and
ensure that the eligible bene-
ficiaries are covered under
the social welfare schemes.
The CM said that the officers
can fulfil the principle of
Antyodaya (welfare of the last
person on the social ladder) by

doing their work efficiently. He
said that the State government
has put control over the copy-
ing mafia by bringing a strin-
gent law. Those involved in the
crime of cheating and copying
in the competitive examina-

tion have been put behind the
bars. He claimed that the
recruitment examinations are
being held in a transparent
manner in the State and now
only bright and capable can-
didates are succeeding in the

examinations.

Secretary Brijesh Kumar
Sant, officiating director GR
Nautiyal, deputy director
Vasudev Arya and others were
present on the occasion.

PNS    DEHRADUN

The State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights

(SCPCR) has asked the police
to provide a comprehensive
investigation report regarding
the alleged suicide by a minor
girl employed as a house help

in Dehradun. The SCPCR
chairperson Geeta Khanna said
this during her visit to the fam-
ily of the victim. Khanna added
that after learning of the inci-
dent, she talked to the
Dehradun senior superinten-
dent of police Ajai Singh and
corresponded with him
through a letter asking him to
take strict action against those
involved in the case. Further,
she met the victim's family after
notifying the police. During her
interaction with the family,
they expressed their intent to
defer performing the last rites
of the victim until they have
reviewed the post mortem
report, she said.  Khanna added
that she conveyed her com-
mitment to the family by
asserting that stringent action
will be taken against the guilty.
She urged the police to prompt-
ly submit the investigation
report to the commission.

Furthermore, she requested
for counselling to be provided
to the family without delay.
Commenting further about
such incidents, Khanna said
that the incidence of cases in
the State, some of which

involve child labour, is escalat-
ing at a concerning pace. The
commission has come across
numerous instances of child
labour and successfully rescued
the victims. Economic factors
often drive parents to push
their children into such activ-
ities. To prevent future occur-
rences, she suggested that the
police should organise aware-
ness drives for children and
parents to inform them about
their rights. Additionally, it
should be made mandatory for
all domestic workers, whether
in hotels or residential areas, to
undergo verification at the
nearest police station. Khanna
also stressed the importance of
regular monitoring by the
police based on these verifica-
tions. The commission will
always be vigilant for similar
incidents in the future, ensur-
ing that strict action is taken,
she said.
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The police on Friday
arrested f ive women

accused in connection with
the Haldwani riot. The police
have so far arrested 89

accused for their alleged con-
nection with the violence. 

The Nainital senior super-
intendent of police Prahlad
Narayan Meena said during
a Press conference in
Haldwani on Friday that the
five accused have been iden-
tified as Salma (50), Shahnaz
(45), Reshma (45), Soni (39)
and Shamsheer (25). The
police arrested these women

after identifying them with
the help of CCTV footage
and evidence gathered dur-
ing the investigation. He said
that the police are consis-

tently working to arrest all
culprits involved in the
Vanbhulpura violence in
Haldwani that killed at least
seven people, injured over
100 persons and led to prop-
erty damage worth over Rs
two crores. 

The violence occurred on
February 8 when authorities
demolished a madarsa and a
namaz  site allegedly built

illegally on the government's
land. The SSP said that the
police have so far seized sev-
eral weapons, cartridges and
shells from 84 accused who

were involved in the riot. The
alleged mastermind of the
riot Abdul Malik is current-
ly under police custody
remand (PCR) till March 6. 

The police have received
crucial information regard-
ing the case from Malik and
his recently arrested son
Abdul Moed. The police are
proceeding in the case
accordingly, he added.

PNS    DEHRADUN

CM hands over appointment letters
to Social Welfare Dept officialsThe Transport department

on Friday issued notices
to Ola and Uber for alleged-
ly operating in the State
without a valid license. The
department also appealed to
the operators operating vehi-
cles under these companies
to halt the operation to avoid
penalties. The regional trans-
port officer (Enforcement) of
the Dehradun division
Shailesh Tiwari said that the
department is getting strict
against plying of vehicles
under app-based aggrega-
tors like Ola, Uber and
Rapido. 

He said, “According to the
Motor Vehicle Aggregator
Guidelines 2020 issued by
the Ministr y of  Road
Transport and Highways, the
applicant shall not integrate
any driver or represent him-
self as an aggregator unless
he holds a valid license
issued by the respective State
government. The State gov-
ernment's rules also clearly
state that no person shall act
as an aggregator unless he
has obtained a license issued
by the licensing authority.”
However, these aggregators

have been operating in the
State without valid licenses
for the past many years. The
number of vehicles plying
under these app- based
aggregators has increased
manifold in recent years.

As informed by Tiwari,
there are at least about 500
such vehicles that operate
under Uber and Ola but
none are operating as per the
rules. He also said that the
department will soon start
taking action against such
operators and appealed to
them to not operate under
such companies that are not
validated at the State level. 

He said that if these com-
panies will get valid licens-
es from the department, it
will also help passengers
regarding their complaints
about the service. Tiwari
said that if Uber and Ola fail
to comply with the rules
within the stipulated time,
the department will impose
a penalty up to Rs one lakh
as per section 193 of the
Motor Vehicles Act for the
violation of section 93 of the
MV Act, 1988.

Assembly session in Dehradun exposes
fissures in Congress on Gairsain
The fissures within the

State unit  of  the
Congress on the summer
capital of the State Gairsain
were on display during the
budget session of the Vidhan
Sabha held in Dehradun
from February 26 to 29.
While the organisation of

the Congress party raised
the issue of neglect of
Gairsain in a forceful man-
ner and attacked the State
government for holding the
budget session in Dehradun

instead of the summer cap-
ital, the Congress legislators
were conspicuous by their
indifference towards the
emotive issue of Gairsain
inside the Assembly. 

The Congress legislature
party (CLP) raised the issues

of corruption, law and order
and unemployment in the
house but was not as vocal as
expected on Gairsain. To
make things difficult for the
party, the Kiccha MLA

Tilakraj Behed stated in the
house that the long-pending
issue of permanent capital of
the State should be resolved
and Dehradun should be
made the permanent capital
of Uttarakhand. Though a
red faced Congress quickly
distanced itself from Behed's

comment,  it
exposed the
fissure lines in
the party over
the sensitive
issue of
Gairsain.

The State
unit  of  the
party led by
the Pradesh
C o n g r e s s
C o m m i t t e e
(PCC) presi-
dent Karan
Mahara organ-
ised a symbol-
ic session of
the State

Assembly in Gairsain in an
attempt to corner the
Pushkar Singh Dhami gov-
ernment on neglect of
Gairsain. It also invited
members of the INDIA bloc

and members of civil society
in the symbolic session in
Gairsain on February 27.
The symbolic session was
successful with issues
including land laws,
Agnipath scheme, unem-
ployment, Ankita Bhandari
murder case and corrup-
tion in government offices
being discussed in it. Former
chief minister and senior
Congress leader Harish
Rawat also held a silent
protest in Gandhi Park
against the decision to hold
the budget session in
Dehradun on February 26.
Rawat attacked the govern-
ment for running away from
Gairsain and reminded that
the Vidhan Sabha had
passed a resolution during
his tenure as CM that the
Assembly's budget session
would be organised in
Gairsain.

With the State unit of the
Congress and former CM
Rawat strongly raising the
Gairsain issue outside the
Assembly it was expected
that the Congress legislature
party would corner the gov-

ernment on the issue inside
the Assembly during the
budget session. However the
Congress legislators
appeared unconcerned
about Gairsain. It is believed
that the divisions within the
CLP over Gairsain came as
a hurdle in the way of
Congress raising the issue in
the Assembly. Notably, some
Congress MLAs had signed
the letter in which a request
was made that the budget
session should not be held in
Gairsain in view of the cold
weather.

When contacted,  the
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
in Assembly Yashpal Arya
said that he raised the issue
of Gairsain during his
speech on the address of the
governor. On Behed's state-
ment that Dehradun should
be made the permanent cap-
ital of Uttarakhand, Arya
said that it could be Behed’s
personal view and added
that the stand of the
Congress party is clear
according to which Gairsain
should be made the perma-
nent capital of the State.

GAJENDRA SINGH NEGI    DEHRADUN In view of the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections the

chief electoral officer (CEO)
BVRC Purushottam held a
meeting of the officers of the
Excise department on Friday.
In the meeting the CEO
directed Excise commission-
er Prashant Arya to increase
the vigilance on the sale and
recovery of the liquor in the
State. He said that CCTV
cameras should be installed
at the checkposts and direct-
ed that the Excise depart-
ment should provide a daily
report to his off ice.
Purushottam said that the
report on the action against
illicit liquor and seizures
should be uploaded on the
Election Seizure
Management System
(ESMS) portal on a daily
basis.

He said that daily sale
data of the last two years
should be analysed and
any spurt in the sale of
liquor should be moni-
tored. On a stern note, the
CEO directed that the
training of the excise and
nodal officers should be
completed in the next two
to three days. He said the
Excise department should

trace the vehicles engaged in
transporting illicit liquor and
the assistance of police
should also be taken. The
additional CEO Vijay Kumar

Jogdande,  joint CEO
Namami Bansal, Pratap Shah
and officers of Excise depart-
ment were present in the
meeting.

PNS    DEHRADUN

SCPCR seeks investiga-
tion report from police
in minor's suicide 

Five women arrested
in Haldwani riot case

Minister orders action
after death of 2 pregnant
women in Tehri
PNS    DEHRADUN

Taking stern note of the
death of two pregnant

women who were referred
from the Community Health
Centre (CHC)  at Chaund in
Tehri, the Health minister
Dhan Singh Rawat has direct-
ed the director general of health
services to take immediate
action against the doctors
whose negligence caused the
incident.

The minister has also direct-
ed the Health DG that the
department should ensure bio-
metric attendance of doctors
and other staff in all the gov-
ernment health centres of the
State. He said that negligence at
any level in the treatment and
care of the patients will not be
tolerated.

Rawat said that it has come
to the light that two pregnant
women were not given treat-
ment in the CHC at Chaund in
Tehri which reflects gross neg-
ligence and dereliction of duty.
He said that the doctors were
not present on duty due to
which the pregnant women
were referred to the higher cen-

tre. Both the women died.
Rawat said that a regular doc-
tor and one contractual doctor
were found to be absent from
duty without permission and
the DG has been directed to
take punitive action against
them.

The minister said that the
salary of the doctors, nursing
officers, pharmacists and other
staff of the centres will be
linked with their attendance in
the biometric system. The issue
of death of the pregnant
women was raised by
Pratapnagar MLA Vikram
Singh Negi in Vidhan Sabha on
Thursday. The minister
informed the house that there
are nine sanctioned posts of
medical officers in Chaund
CHC and three doctors are
posted there. He said that a
gynaecologist will be deployed
for three days in a week on
rotational basis at this CHC.
Rawat assured that the State
will soon receive the services of
350 bonded medical officers.
These doctors will be deployed
in remote and mountainous
areas, he said.

Accused identified from CCTV
footage & other evidence

Harassment by accused may
have pushed girl to suicide



������  !��������	
	�������
 
	�����	��	����

��
�� ��������	

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on

Friday targeted the
Governments at the Centre
and in Gujarat over “high
suicide rate” in the BJP-ruled
State and alleged they have
failed to fulfil their promises
of creating new job opportu-
nities for youths. 
He also said the prime minis-
ter’s “silence on this grave
human tragedy in his home
state is deafening”.
He urged the Gujarat govern-
ment to prioritise the wellbe-
ing and safety of citizens and
take action to address the
problem that has cast a dark
shadow over the state. 
“It is with grave concern and
profound disappointment that
I address the distressing rev-
elation brought to light by the
Gujarat government regarding
the shockingly high suicide
rates,” he said in a statement.
The Congress chief said the
latest data presented in the
state assembly underscores a
harrowing reality that under

the rule of the BJP
Government, more than
25,000 lives have been lost to
suicide over the past three
financial years, with nearly
500 of them being students.
He said the statistics paint a
grim picture of a populace
grappling with despair, hope-
lessness, and unaddressed
grievances. 
In a State that boasts of
progress and prosperity, it is
unconscionable that so many
citizens have felt compelled to
take their own lives, Kharge
said.
“This is another example of
the BJP’s double-engine mis-

governance that has already
inflicted several anyays (injus-
tice) on the country. Its state
and central government have
failed to fulfil their promises
of releasing and filling job
vacancies and creating new
job opportunities,” he said.
“The prime minister’s silence
on this grave human tragedy
in his home state is deafening,”
the Congress president said.
He said Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel’s acknowl-
edgement of this crisis is
“while condemnable, falls
short of addressing the fun-
damental failures of gover-
nance” and the dire need for

concrete action to stem the
tide of preventable tragedies.
“It is abundantly clear that the
current administration has
failed in its duty to safeguard
the wellbeing of our citizens
and address the root causes
behind the escalating suicide
rates,” he said.
Kharge also said that the fact
that the maximum number of
cases emanate from cities like
Ahmedabad (3,280), Surat
(2,862), and Rajkot (1,287) is
a “damning indictment” of the
government’s inability to pro-
vide adequate support and
resources to the vulnerable.
“I call upon the Gujarat gov-
ernment to prioritise the well-
being and safety of its citizens
above all else, and to take
immediate and decisive action
to address the escalating sui-
cide rates that have cast a dark
shadow over our state,” the
Congress president said.
The Gujarat government ear-
lier this week informed the
legislative assembly that more
than 25,000 people, nearly
500 of them students, have
ended their lives due to vari-

ous reasons in the state dur-
ing the last three financial
years.
According to the data shared
by the state government on
the floor of the House, as
many as 25,478 people have
committed suicide in different
parts of Gujarat during the last
three years and of these, 495
were students.
In reply to a question by
Imran Khedawala (Congress),
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel, who also hold the home
portfolio, said in a written
response that 8,307 people
ended their lives in financial
year 2020-21, 8,614 in FY
2021-22 and 8,557 committed
suicide in FY 2022-23.
Among these, the maximum
number of suicides was
reported in the Ahmedabad
city (3,280), followed by 2,862
in Surat city and 1,287 in
Rajkot city. Some of the rea-
sons for the suicides, as cited
by the government, included
mental health matters, love
issues, serious illness, family
problems, financial crisis and
a fear of failure in exams.
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CAG of India Girish
Chandra Murmu on

Friday said auditors should
engage with stakeholders to
gather input, address con-
cerns, and promote trans-
parency and accountability.
Addressing the three-day
International Conference on
Strengthening of Grassroots
Democracy, he also empha-
sised on the need to prioritise
audit procedures based on
identified risks, focusing on
areas with the highest poten-
tial for fraud, mismanage-
ment, or regulatory non-com-
pliance.
“Together we need to advocate
transparency and account-
ability in local government
operations, encouraging the
adoption of best practices in
financial reporting and gov-
ernance,” Comptroller and
Auditor General of India
(CAG) said on the concluding
day of the conference.
He also stressed that auditors

need to consider factors such
as the size, complexity, and
resources of the local govern-
ment entity when applying
auditing standards.
Audit, Murmu said, should be
familiar with the political,
social, and economic context
in which the local govern-
ments operate to tailor audit
procedures and recommenda-
tions accordingly. Stakeholder
involvement ensures audit
findings are relevant, credible,
and actionable, he added.
“To effectively navigate the
complexities of auditing local
governments, we need to build

capacity of our auditors as well
as the local government
employees to enhance their
understanding of financial
management practices and
internal controls,” the CAG
added.
The participating Supreme
Audit Institution (SAIs) shared
insightful country reports that
brought out significant issues
and challenges pertaining to
the local government account-
ability frameworks, the CAG
said in a release.
The conference highlighted
collaborative efforts in
enhancing transparency,
accountability, and good gov-
ernance at the grassroots level.
The insights gained and con-
nections formed are expected
to drive positive changes in
local governance worldwide.
The three-day conference was
attended by SAIs of 10 coun-
tries — Georgia, Malaysia,
Maldives, Malta, Morocco,
Nepal, Oman, Poland, South
Africa, and Uganda. India is
the host country.
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Asection of members with-
in the Pharmacy Council

of India’s (PCI) Central Council
(CC) has voiced concerns over
alleged irregularities in the
election process leading to the
appointment of the current
president.  Directing their accu-
sations toward Registrar-cum-
Secretary Anil Mittal, citing
various clauses of the
Pharmacy Act, 1948, they have
now sought clarification on the
perceived discrepancies. The
present PCI president is Montu
Patel.
Mittal, serving as both the
administrative head and
Treasurer of the Council, is
accused of allegedly violating
election norms in favor of the
incumbent President, who,
according to the dissenting
members, lacked the prerequi-
site membership in the Central
Council to contest for the top
post.
The PCI’s Central Council,
which comprises representa-
tives from diverse entities
including the UGC, and
Central and State

Governments, serves as the
regulatory authority overseeing
the pharmacy profession
nationwide.
Central to the dissenting mem-
bers’ grievances is the alleged
dual membership of the cur-
rent President from both the
Union Territory of Daman and
Diu and the state of Gujarat,
contravening established pro-
tocols. They have alleged that
election norms have been vio-
lated by Mittal in favor of the
incumbent President who,
according to them, was not
even a member of the Central
Council, mandatory eligibility

to contest for the top post.
“Miital has violated all proto-

cols by allowing such a person
to contest the elections whose
membership has been doubt-
ful,” said Baldev Kumar, a
senior pharmacist and a nom-
inated member of the Central
Council. Since the election in
2022, we had been constantly
seeking reply from the registrar
in the matter, but in vain.
In the first place, as per section
3(h) of the Pharmacy Act,
1848, Patel is not even a mem-
ber of the Central Council
member which can make him
eligible to fight for the post of

President, pointed out
Professor S Ramachandra
Shetty, Head, Department of
Pharmacology, Government
College of Pharmacy,
Bengaluru in his dissent letter
written to the Registrar.
“…Further section 31 of the
Pharmacy Act 1948 states that
“A person who has attained the
age of 18 shall be entitled on
payment of prescribed fees to
have his name entered in the
first register if he resides, or
carries on business or profes-
sion of Pharmacy in the state
and if he..... However in the
case of Montu Patel, he is not
eligible as per the above sec-
tions of the Pharmacy Act
1948,” said Prof Shetty.
Another contentious point he
raised was that the union ter-
ritories of Daman and Diu
and Dadar Nagar Haveli were
merged and became one union
territory. Since section 3 (h) of
Pharmacy State mentions that
only a person shall represent
each state. Under this section
Sri Ramanga Lingeshware Rao
is already representing the
Dadar Nagar Haweli and his
membership has not expired,
although there is no provision

for the nomination of one
more member from the same
union territory. Therefore the
nomination of Montu Patel
does not have any legal stand-
ing, he said.
Additionally, concerns were
raised regarding the signing of
Annual Performance
Assessment Reports (APARs)
by the President for the
Registrar, a process deemed
irregular due to the lack of
authorization.
The dissenting members have
now sought intervention from
the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) and Union Health
Ministry in the matter and also
investigate fraudulent prac-
tices, they alleged, were taking
place within the PCI under the
present PCI President.
Members have also written to
the Daman and Diu adminis-
trator regarding Patel’s status as
PCI member, seeking clarifi-
cation on his status. We want
a thorough investigation and
remedial action to uphold
integrity and fairness in PCI’s
operations, they said.
Queries sent via mail by this
paper to Mittal regarding the
allegations remain unanswered.
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Bharat Rashtra Samithi MP B
B Patil joined the BJP on

Friday in yet another setback to
the regional party ahead of the
Lok Sabha polls as the country’s
ruling party looks to boost its
tally in Telangana and other
southern state.
The development came a day
after Pothuganti Ramulu, the
BRS MP from the Nagarkurnool
parliamentary constituency in
the state, joined the BJP, which
is expected to field the son of the
Dalit leader from the seat and
Patil from Zahirabad, which he
currently represents in Lok
Sabha.
After the BRS lost the assembly
elections recently, a number of its
leaders quit the party to join the
BJP or the Congress, which is in
power in the state now.
Two-term MP Patil lauded the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as he joined the
BJP in the presence of Union
minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
the party’s Telangana in-charge
Tarun Chugh and its OBC mor-
cha chief K Lakshman.
On Thursday, Ramulu, his son

Bharat Prasad and some other
BRS leaders from had joined the
BJP.
Patil told reporters Modi has
vision for the development of
India and that is why the coun-
try has seen so much of work in
the last 10 years. “He is known
as the most trusted leader in the
world,” he added.
He praised the Modi govern-
ment for the Ram temple con-
struction, the repeal of Article
370, banning the practice of
triple talaq, and giving free

Covid vaccines among other
issues.
“For the development of my par-
liamentary constituency and
Telangana, there is no other
option than taking this step. We
need funds and work from the
Centre. Definitely we got a lot of
help from the Modi govern-
ment,” he said.
Chandrasekhar said Patil’s vote
of confidence in Modi’s leader-
ship reflects the endorsement the
prime minister has from across
the country.
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Of 225 Rajya Sabha sitting
members analysed, 33 per

cent have declared criminal
cases against themselves while
the total assets of these sitting
MPs stood at Rs 19,602 crore,
according to poll rights body
ADR. Also, 31 of them or 14
per cent are billionaires.
The Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR)
also showed that 18 per cent of
these parliamentarians have
declared serious criminal cases
which include instances of
murder and attempted murder.
In an analysis conducted by the
ADR and National Election
Watch (NEW), two Rajya
Sabha sitting members have
declared cases related to mur-
der under IPC section 302,
while four MPs have declared
cases related to attempt to
murder under IPC Section
307.
“Out of the 225 Rajya Sabha
sitting MPs analysed, 75 (33
per cent) Rajya Sabha sitting
MPs have declared criminal
cases against themselves and
40 (18 per cent) Rajya Sabha
sitting MPs have declared seri-
ous criminal cases,” the report
said. The analysis also delved
into the distribution of these
criminal cases across different
political parties. 
“The BJP leads with 23 per
cent of its 90 Rajya Sabha
members having declared
criminal cases against them-
selves. Congress follows close-
ly behind with 50 per cent of
its 28 MPs facing similar
charges.
The ADR analysis said five (38
per cent) out of 13 Rajya Sabha
members from TMC, four (67
per cent out of six members
from RJD, four (80 per cent)
out of five MPs from CPI(M),
three (30 per cent) out of 10
MPs from AAP, four (36 per
cent) out of 11 Rajya Sabha

members from YSRCP and
two (20 per cent) out of 10
MPs from DMK have declared
criminal cases against them-
selves in their affidavits.
Moreover, when considering
serious criminal cases, the
trend persists, with signifi-
cant percentages of MPs from
various parties facing such
charges. 
“Ten (11 per cent) out of 90
Rajya Sabha MPs from BJP, 9
(32 per cent) out of 28 Rajya
Sabha MPs from Congress, 3
(23 per cent) out of 13 Rajya
Sabha MPs from TMC, 2(33
per cent) out of 6 Rajya Sabha
MPs from RJD, 2(40 per cent)
out of 5 Rajya Sabha MPs
from CPI(M), 1(10 per cent)
out of 10 Rajya Sabha MPs
from AAP, 3(27 per cent) out
of 11 Rajya Sabha MPs from
YSRCP and 1(10 per cent) out
of 10 Rajya Sabha MPs from
DMK have declared serious

criminal cases against them-
selves in their affidavits,” the
report said. The report said 11
(61 per cent) out of 18 Rajya
Sabha members from
Maharashtra, 8 (50 per cent)
out of 16 MPs from Bihar, 9 (29
per cent) out of 31 MPs from
Uttar Pradesh, 6(33 per cent)
out of 18 Rajya Sabha members
from Tamil Nadu, 6(67 per
cent) out of 9 MPs from Kerala
and 7(44 per cent) out of 16
MPs from West Bengal have
declared criminal cases against
themselves in their affidavits.
The analysis covers 225 out of
233 Rajya Sabha members,
with one seat from
Maharashtra vacant and four
seats from Jammu and
Kashmir undefined. 
Three MPs were not analyzed
due to unavailability of their
affidavits.
In addition to the criminal
background, the analysis also

delved into the asset holdings
of Rajya Sabha members. 
It was found that the average
assets per MP stand at a stag-
gering Rs 87.12 crore.
Further dissecting the data, the
report revealed significant dis-
parities in asset holdings across
different political parties.
Among major parties, 9 (10
per cent) out of 90 Rajya Sabha
members from BJP, 4 (14 per
cent) out of 28 Rajya Sabha
members from Congress, 5
(45 per cent) out of 11 MPs
from YSRCP, 2 (20 per cent)
out of 10 Rajya Sabha members
from AAP, 3 (75 per cent) out
of 4 Rajya Sabha members
from TRS and 2 (33 per cent)
out of 6 MPs from RJD have
declared assets valued more
than Rs 100 crore.
Among the major parties, the
average assets per MP for ana-
lyzed MPs are as follows: BJP
Rajya Sabha members have
average assets of Rs 37.34
crore, Congress MPs have
average assets of Rs 40.70
crore, TMC MPs have average
assets worth Rs 10.25 crore,
YSRCP MPs have average
assets worth Rs 357.68 crore,
TRS Rajya Sabha members
have average assets worth a
whopping Rs 1,383.74 crore,
DMK Rajya Sabha members
have average assets worth Rs
6.37 crore, and AAP Rajya
Sabha members have average
assets of Rs 114.81 crore.
Moreover, the total assets of the
analyzed Rajya Sabha sitting
members amount to a stag-
gering Rs. 19,602 crore,
according to the analysis.
When broken down by party,
the total assets for analyzed
MPs are as follows: BJP MPs
have total assets of Rs 3,360
crore, Congress MPs have total
assets of Rs 1,139 crore, YSRCP
MPs have total assets of Rs
3,934 crore, TRS MPs have
total assets of Rs 5,534 crore,
and AAP MPs have total assets
of Rs 1,148 crore.

33 per cent RS members have declared
criminal cases against themselves: ADR
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Indian kids are perched atop
an obesity time bomb which

has emerged as the predomi-
nant form of malnutrition in
India with an alarming 12.5
million children aged between
five and 19 reported over-
weight in 2022. Among them,
7.3 million were boys and 5.2
million were girls, according
to a global analysis published
in The Lancet journal. While
this highlights the alarming
rise in obesity rates among the
younger population, for
adults, the situation is equal-
ly concerning from bustling
cities to rural landscapes.
Globally, the total number of
children, adolescents, and
adults living with obesity has
now reached one billion.
In India, the obesity rate
among women increased from
1.2% in 1990 to 9.8% in 2022,

while among men, it surged
from 0.5% to 5.4% during the
same period. 
This substantial increase
underscores the need for
urgent inter ventions to
address adult obesity in India.
Globally, an estimated nearly
880 million adults were living
with obesity in 2022 (504
million women and 374 mil-
lion men), four and a half
times the 195 million record-
ed in 1990 (128 million

women and 67 million men).
Combined with the 159 mil-
lion children living with obe-
sity in 2022, this is a total of
over one billion people affect-
ed by obesity in 2022. Despite
global population growth, 183
million women and 164 mil-
lion men were affected by
underweight in 2022, 45 mil-
lion and 48 million fewer,
respectively, than in 1990.
The coexistence of obesity
and underweight poses a sig-

nificant challenge for public
health systems worldwide,
including India. It necessitates
a nuanced approach that
addresses both ends of the
malnutrit ion spectrum.
External factors such as cli-
mate change, the COVID-19
pandemic, and geopolitical
conflicts further exacerbate
malnutrition rates by increas-
ing poverty and food insecu-
rity, particularly in vulnerable
populations.
“There is an urgent need for
comprehensive strategies to
address obesity and under-
weight in India, encompassing
initiatives focused on pro-
moting healthy lifestyles,
ensuring access to nutritious
foods, and strengthening
healthcare infrastructure,” says
the report.
Socioeconomic disparities and
limited access to healthcare
and nutritious foods exacer-
bate the challenge, it added.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to hear an

appeal of the Gyanvapi man-
agement committee against
an Allahabad High Court
order which held that lawsuits
for “restoration” of a temple
where the mosque stands in
Varanasi are maintainable.
“We will tag this with the
main case,” a bench compris-
ing Chief  Justice DY
Chandrachud and justices JB
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra
said.
The plea in the top court was
f i led by the Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid, the com-
mittee which manages the

af fairs  of  the Gyanvapi
mosque.
On December 19 last year, the
Allahabad High Court had
dismissed pleas challenging
the maintainability of a 1991
suit seeking the “restoration”
of a temple at the site where
the Gyanvapi mosque stands.
The HC had said that the
“religious character” of a dis-
puted place can only be decid-
ed by the court.
It had dismissed five related
petitions -- on maintainabil-
ity and also against a survey
of the mosque premises --
filed over the years by the
mosque committee and the
Uttar Pradesh Sunni Central
Waqf Board.
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The Enforcement
Directorate on Friday said

it has arrested a man named
Piyush Jain in connection
with its money laundering
investigation linked to alleged
irregularities in the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) in Rajasthan.
Piyush Jain was arrested on
Thursday and a special
Prevention of  Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
court in Jaipur sent him to
four days of ED custody, the
federal agency said. This is the
first arrest by the ED in this
case.
The money laundering case of

the ED stems from an FIR
registered by the anti-cor-
ruption bureau (ACB) where
it  was charged that
Padamchand Jain (proprietor
of Shree Shyam Tubewell
Company), Mahesh Mittal
(proprietor of Shree Ganpati
Tubewell Company), Piyush
Jain and others were
“involved in giving bribes to
public servants in order to
obtain illegal protection, ten-
ders, getting bills sanctioned
and covering up irregularities
for work executed by them in
respect of various tenders
received by them from the
Public  Health and
Engineering Department
(PHED)”.
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has said that
in the next 25 years, India

must build “deep national
strengths” that will drive its
transition towards a developed
economy and leading power.
Flagging the dangers of
dependence on a limited
number of suppliers,
challenges of technology, and
“weaponisation of market
dominance”, he asserted that
the country’s goals and
ambitions cannot be
determined by “the goodwill of
others”.
The minister’s recorded video
message was played on
Thursday during the inaugural
event of the 5th Asia Economic
Dialogue, a three-day annual
geo-economics conference
organised jointly by the

Ministry of External Affairs
and Pune International Centre.
The theme of the conference
this year is ‘Geo-economic
challenges in the era of flux’.
Jaishankar said the present
geo-economic challenges fall
in three categories .— supply
chain challenge, technology
challenge, and the challenge of
“over-concentration stemming
from the nature of
globalisation”.
Whether it is finished
products, intermediates or
components, the world is
dangerously dependent on a
limited number of suppliers, he
said.
“Even as importers, the
production centres have built
their own sourcing chains.
How to introduce greater
resilience and reliability is
central to de-risking the global
economy. All of us need more

options and must work to
create them,” he said.
The technology challenge is
growing by the day given our
reliance on technology for
more and more aspects of daily
life, he said.
“The digital era has given it
altogether a different
connotation because it is so
intrusive. It is not just our
interests that are at stake, but
often the most personal of our
decisions and choices. Such an
era demands more trust and
transparency, but in fact we are
seeing the reverse where
technology providers are
concerned,” he said.
“Over-concentrations” which
stem from the nature of
globalisation are heightened by
unpredictability and
opaqueness, the minister said.
“We discovered this more
sharply in the Covid times, but

from time to time we’re also
reminded when market
dominance is weaponised for
the global South and this is

particularly serious given the
extent of this dependence,”
Jaishankar added.
“We all know that this is

indeed the era of AI, EVs,
chips, green and clean
technologies. What we are
confronting is no longer a

matter of comparative
economic advantage, if it ever
was. We are actually talking
about the future of the global
order,” he said, adding that
there are no easy solutions to
the challenges posed by this
era.
Only greater international
cooperation can mitigate
unilateral demands and
“economic domination of
technology assertions”, the
minister said.
For India, this means moving
across broad front domains
that contribute to
comprehensive national power,
and it requires a massive
upgrade of our skills base
which suggests an
environment that promotes
start-ups and talent, he said.
“It will benefit from ease-to-
do-business and modern
infrastructure, but most of all it

demands robust
manufacturing that alone can
provide the foundation for
technology development,” he
added.
“As the most populous country
that will be the third largest
economy very soon, our goals
and ambitions cannot be
determined by the goodwill of
others. We must build deep
national strengths during the
‘Amrit Kaal’ that will drive the
transition towards becoming a
developed economy and the
leading power. This is the
vision of the (Narendra) Modi
government and our initiatives
and programs of the last
decade are aimed to this very
end,” he said.
The Modi government refers
to the 25-year period
culminating in the nation’s
centenary of independence in
2047 as ‘Amrit Kaal’
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Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on

Friday pledged a “flood of devel-
opment” for Barak Valley if
BJP-led NDA retains power at
the Centre. 
He appealed people to elect
BJP candidates for the sake of
development as he inaugurated
and laid foundation for projects
worth over Rs 2,000 crore for the
three Barak Valley districts at
different functions.
“Today, projects worth over Rs
2,000 crore have come for Barak
Valley. During Congress regime,
they would declare special pack-
age of Rs 1,000 crore but no one
knew where the money went,”
Sarma said after the ‘bhumi
pujan’ of Karimganj Medical
College.
Referring to Congress legislators,
particularly Karimganj North
MLA Kamalakhya Dey
Purkayastha who extended ‘sup-
port to the BJP government,’ the
CM said it is good for the peo-
ple of the district that leaders
have come together.
“A lot of work is happening here
now. But according to us, lot
more needs to be done. If we
don’t indulge in any other poli-
tics but only do politics of devel-
opment and ensure victory of
BJP candidates, development
will be ensured,” Sarma said.
More development can be done
for Barak Valley if Narendra
Modi becomes the prime min-
ister for the third straight term,
the BJP leader added.

“People have seen floods trig-
gered by the Brahmaputra and
Barak rivers. If a BJP MP is elect-
ed from here, they will see a
flood of development,” he said.
The CM also listed various
development and welfare
schemes being pursued by his
government, and added that he
was mooting expanding them to
grant more benefits to the peo-
ple.
Providing 97,000 government
jobs in a transparent manner,
expanding Orunudoi scheme to
27 lakh women, new roads and
16 lakh new houses under
PMAY are among the work
done by his government since
coming to power in May 2021,
Sarma added. Earlier in the
day, Sarma inaugurated a cancer
care unit at Silchar Medical
College and Hospital (SMCH)
and claimed that the state’s can-
cer care model is being emulat-
ed across the country.
“We have inaugurated the can-
cer care unit here today, which
is part of the network of 17 hos-
pitals in the state under a joint
initiative of the state government
and Tata Trusts,” he said.
Three categories of cancer care
units are being set up in govern-
ment-run hospitals under the
project, of which the one at
SMCH is in category 2, which
will provide patients with com-
prehensive care, Sarma said.
“The lone category-1 facility,
which will be the apex cancer
care hospital, is being opened at
Guwahati,” the chief minister
said.
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Tamil Nadu BJP President K
Annamalai on Friday

termed as ‘speculations’, him
contesting the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls but said he will
abide by any decision the party
takes.
The former IPS officer said he
had no “personal prejudice or
any likes and dislikes in BJP.”
“Whatever the party tells me I
have to obey, that is the nature
of the party. Today the party has
asked me to complete the state
level yatra (En Manna En
Makkal) and we have just fin-
ished that,” he told reporters
here.
He said the BJP has “given me
some responsibility” to ensure
the growth of the party in the
state and he was doing that.
Apparently referring to the
upcoming Lok Sabha contest, he
said, “tomorrow morning if the
party tells me, do that, I will do
that.”
“I am not going to respond to
speculations. Whatever our

senior national leadership
decides, my duty is to obey and
make sure it is implemented on
the ground,” the state BJP chief
added.
To a question on Udhayanidhi’s
strident criticism of BJP, indicat-
ing it could hardly make any
impact in the elections,
Annamalai said the state min-
ister is a “failed actor,” referring
to the DMK leader’s cinema
stint.
Udhayanidhi was in politics
“with his grandfather (the late
M Karunanidhi) and father’s
(MK Stalin) name...What social
service has he done...Did he
help the poor?” Annamalai
asked.
To a question on the TN BJP
greeting Stalin in ‘Chinese’ on
his birthday, Annamalai said he

did not find anything offensive
about it.
“On behalf of @bjptnmediacell,
here’s wishing our Honourable
CM Thiru @mkstalin avargal a
happy birthday in his favourite
language! May he live a long and
healthy life!” it said, with an

image of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, BJP leaders
including JP Nadda and
Annamalai, besides that of the
TN CM with some message in
what seemed to be in Chinese.
It appeared to an apparent dig
at the recent controversy over a

‘China flag’ in a DMK advertise-
ment issued in connection with
an ISRO launch complex com-
ing up in the state.
Asked about this, Annamalai
said DMK leader and MP
“Kanimozhi said China is not an
enemy country. So, what’s
wrong in wishing our Chief
Minister in Chinese. That is
what our IT wing people have
done. I don’t find anything
offensive,” Annamalai added.
At a rally in Tirunelveli on
Wednesday, PM Modi strongly
criticised the DMK for being
‘oblivious’ to the nation’s
achievements in space sector,
after the newspaper advertise-
ment by a state minister on the
spaceport kicked up a row over
what the BJP claimed had a
‘Chinese flag’.
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Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on

Friday downplayed a
purported threat by a pro-
Khalistani leader, demanding
shifting of radical outfit ‘Waris
Punjab De’ (WPD) members,
including its chief Amritpal
Singh, from Dibrugarh central
jail to Amritsar.
Speaking to reporters, Sarma
said, “Why should you be so
afraid of Khalistanis? You seem
to have been more frightened
whereas the threat was for me.”
The purported threat was
issued by a person who
identified himself as
Gurpatwant Singh Pannu,
head of an unlawful
association called ‘Sikhs for
Justice’, via recorded messages
sent to journalists’ mobile
phones. 
In the message, Sarma was
asked to order the transfer of
Amritpal Singh and his
associates to Amritsar jail,
warning of ‘consequences’ if he
failed to comply.

It also said ‘Sikhs for Justice’ is
filing a case in the United
Nations against India.
Ten members of the pro-
Khalistani outfit, including
Amritpal and one of his uncles,
have been kept in Dibrugarh
central jail since March last
year under the National
Security Act (NSA), following
their arrest from various parts
of Punjab as part of a
crackdown on the outfit.
Similar threats were made to
the chief minister in April last
year, leading to the state police
launching an investigation into
the matter. 
DGP GP Singh said a case had

been registered under
appropriate sections of the IPC
and the UAP Act at the Special
Task Force (STF) police
station. 
He also mentioned that the
security arrangements for the
CM had been heightened in
response to the emerging
threat.
Last month, electronic devices,
including a smartphone, were
discovered in the cells of NSA
detainees at Dibrugarh Central
Jail. Though the DGP did not
specify which detainees were
involved, it is believed that the
items were found in the cells of
WPD members.
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Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde

on Friday announced imple-
mentation of a revised
National Pension Scheme
(NPS) for state government
employees who joined ser-
vice from November 1, 2005
onwards.
Making a statement in both
Houses of the Legislature,
Shinde said, as per the deci-
sion, if employees opt for the
revised pension scheme, they
will get 50 per cent of their last
salary as pension and dearness
allowance, and 60 per cent of
this amount as family pension
and dearness allowance.
The NPS is being implement-
ed in the state from April 1,
2015. There are 13.45 lakh
employees in the state and
NPS is applicable to 8.27 lakh
of them.
The state government had set
up a committee in March
2023 to make a comparative
study of the old pension
scheme and the NPS. The
committee looked into means
of providing sustainable finan-
cial relief for employees who
joined service on and after
November 1, 2005.
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RJD MLA Bharat Bind on
Friday sat with members of

the ruling NDA inside the
Bihar assembly, becoming the
fifth legislator to have deserted
the party in less than a month.
Bind, who represents Bhabua
in Kaimur district, reached the
Vidhan Sabha premises in the
post-lunch session with
Deputy Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary, who is also the
state BJP president.
He entered the House with
Murari Gautam, a former
minister who had turned his
back on Congress a couple of
days ago, and the two sat
together.
The development comes on
the final day of the budget
session when the House was
through with legislative
business and taking up private
members’ bills.
Earlier, RJD MLAs Chetan
Anand, Neelam Devi and
Prahlad Yadav had switched
over to the ruling side, voting
against party leader and the
then Speaker Awadh Bihari
Chaudhary in a no-confidence
motion, and supporting the
NDA in the trust vote.
Besides, on Wednesday, RJD
MLA Sangita Kumari, along
with Murari Gautam and
Siddharth Saurav of the
Congress, were felicitated
inside the premises by Samrat
Choudhary, whom they
followed into the assembly
hall, and amid thumping of
desks in approval by NDA
members, they sat beside the
ruling coalition MLAs.
However, the two Congress
MLAs’ disqualification has
been sought by the party
which has called them
“traitors”.
The RJD has also said it will
approach the Speaker seeking
disqualification of its
turncoats while warning Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, who
heads the JD(U) and returned
to the NDA only last month,
that the BJP was now carrying
out the proverbial “operation
lotus” in Bihar.
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The National People’s Party (NPP) will
field 30 candidates for the upcoming

assembly elections in Arunachal
Pradesh, party’s state unit president
Thangwang Wangham said here on
Friday.
He said the primary criteria for
candidate selection would be their
potential for winning.
“The main criteria for issuing tickets will
be winnability factor of candidates. We
will support the BJP government in the
state and our chief ministerial candidate
will be Pema Khandu,” Wangham told
PTI in an exclusive interview.
The NPP, led by Meghalaya Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma, is an ally of
the North East Democratic Alliance
(NEDA) and extends support to the
Khandu government.
Wangham outlined the party’s focus on
development, youth employment,
healthcare, education, and combating
the drug menace. He emphasized the
goal of creating a drug-free society by
raising awareness among addicts about
the consequences of narcotics.
“We will work for a drug-free society and
will reach the addicts to make them
aware of the ill effects of narcotics.
Addicts should be given a second chance
to lead a normal life,” he said adding,
drugs are a major cause for illiteracy,
unemployment, social restlessness and
growth of insurgency, which are the
socio-economic and political burdens for
the state.
Wangham, who was a three-time MLA

from Longding-Pumao constituency but
lost the electoral battle in 2019, said his
party would work to make society free
from drug abuse.
He added that the party would also work
on productivity and industrial
development which is lacking in the
state.
“Any state or society without
productivity is a dumping ground for
consumers. There are no central
allocations to the industry sector in the
state we are entirely dependent on
central funds,” he said adding, efforts
should be made to set up industrial units
to attract central allocations.
On February 25, two NPP legislators out
of four in the 60-member assembly,
along with two Congress MLAs, joined
the BJP.
Mutchu Mithi from Roing constituency
and Gokar Basar from Basar
constituency, both from NPP along with
Congress MLAs Wanglin Lowangdong

representing Borduria-Bogapani seat
and Ninong Ering from Pasighat West
joined the saffron party.
Responding to recent shifts in political
alliances, where two NPP legislators
joined the BJP, Wangham said such
changes might be due to political
dynamics in their constituencies and
voter preferences. He asserted that the
NPP’s alliance with the BJP through
NEDA remains intact and unaffected by
these developments.
“Their joining BJP will have no impact as
NPP has extended support to the BJP
government in the state being an ally of
the NEDA,” Wangham added.
The ruling BJP in the state has 53 MLAs
followed by Congress and NPP with two
each. There are also three independent
members.
In the 2019 elections, the NPP had
fielded 30 candidates, with five emerging
victorious. 
However, one of its candidates, Tirong
Aboh, was killed by suspected militants
before the results were declared. 
Forty-five-year-old Aboh was travelling
from Assam’s Dibrugarh to his
constituency, when he along with ten
others including his son, was killed at
12th Mile, 20km between Khonsa and
Deomali road, by armed militants.
Meanwhile, the party has released its
election manifesto with major emphasis
on people-centric political and
administrative reforms, excellence in
education system, better health policy, a
robust agriculture and allied sector, new
opportunities for unemployed youth
among others.
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Former speaker of Sikkim
Assembly and senior Sikkim

Democratic Front (SDF) leader
KN Rai and party spokesperson
SK Timshina were assaulted by
unidentified men in Namchi dis-
trict on Friday afternoon, police
said.
Rai and Timshina were assault-
ed at Mazi Gaon, Melli, around
2.30 pm. Rai sustained facial
injuries in the incident, they
added.
Soon after the incident, his
party, the SDF, strongly con-
demned the attack and labelled
it as a heinous crime and
demanded the immediate arrest
of the perpetrators.
The party submitted a memo-
randum to the Election
Commission, urging it to
impose President’s Rule in the
state to ensure free and fair Lok
Sabha and assembly elections,
which are expected to be held
simultaneously. 
Chief Minister Prem Singh
Tamang said, “I strongly con-
demn the unpleasant and anti-
social act of assault on former
speaker Shri KN Rai in Malli,
Namchi district today.” 
“Rai, a respected politician and
senior citizen, should never
have been subjected to such mis-

treatment,” the CM said and
added that strong actions against
the perpetrators will be initiat-
ed.
“Our state thrives on peace and
harmony, and such despicable
acts will not be tolerated. I urge
everyone to uphold peace, unity,
and tranquillity, rejecting vio-
lence and strife,” Tamang added.
CM’s political secretary Jacob
Khaling, while expressing his
solidarity with the senior leader,
assured that action will be taken
against all those who are
involved.
“Murderous assault on a senior
leader be it in the ruling or
opposition party is con-
demnable. Such politics of vio-
lence is not acceptable in any
form,” he said in a Facebook
post.
BJP Sikkim president DR Thapa
also condemned the attack on
Rai and Timshina.
“Such incidents have no place in
a society aspiring for progress,”
he said in a press statement.
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The Nagaland Assembly on
Friday adopted a resolution

urging the Centre to reconsid-
er its decision to fence the
Indo-Myanmar border and
scrap the Free Movement
Regime (FMR) with the neigh-
bouring country.
The assembly also resolved to
appeal to the central govern-
ment to work out regulations
for movement of people across
the boundary in consultation
with the people inhabiting the
border areas, and for suitably
bringing in the village council
authorities concerned in the
entire system of regulations.” 
The Centre earlier this month
ended the FMR, which allows
people residing close to the
India-Myanmar border to ven-
ture 16 km into each other’s ter-
ritory without visa. 
The 1643 km stretch of the
Indo-Myanmar border is
spread over four North Eastern
states - Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Mizoram and
Nagaland.
The resolution stated that the
Centre’s decision to suspend
the FMR and fence the Indo-
Myanmar boundary would dis-
rupt the age-old historical,
social, tribal, and economic ties
of the Naga people living on
both sides of the international
border.
It also said that the measures
would cause immense inconve-
nience to the Naga people liv-
ing in border areas as a num-
ber of people of Nagaland have
agricultural land across the
border.
The resolution moved by
Deputy Chief Minister Y
Patton was adopted unani-
mously in the House.
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Asales tax official and 16
others were booked in an

alleged fraud that caused a
loss of Rs 175.93 crore to the
Maharashtra government, the
Anti Corruption Bureau said
on Friday. The alleged scam
took place between August
2021 and March 2022 at the
state Goods and Service Tax
(GST) department building in
Mazgaon, the official said.
“Amit Giridhar Lalage (42),
posted as sales tax officer at
GST Bhavan with charge of
Ghatkopar Zone, Nodal 11 at
the time, allegedly conspired
with 16 traders who created
forged and fake rent agree-
ments and obtained GST num-
bers,” he said. “These traders
did not pay any kind of tax to
the state in the form of GST, but
submitted 39 applications to get
Rs 175.93 crore as tax returns.
Lalage deliberately did not ver-
ify these claims even though
the GST portal showed they
were dubious,” he added.
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Regarding global
achievements, Indians
have left an indelible

mark across diverse fields,
from technology and entre-
preneurship to academia and
healthcare. Yet, an intriguing
paradox persists – why do
Indians often find unparal-
leled success on foreign lands
but encounter unique chal-
lenges within their home-
land? This thought-provoking
question demands immediate
attention and the exploration
of the multifaceted challenges.
Why do Indian minds shine
bright internationally, but
systemic deficiencies mar the
domestic educational land-
scape? 
Well, there lies a critical
anomaly – the failure to repli-
cate this success on home soil
is primarily due to the state of
public education. The EW
story “Why Indians Succeed
Everywhere Except in India”
adeptly dissects the paradox
of Indian success on the glob-
al stage against a backdrop of
domestic struggles, attribut-
ing this paradox to the unfor-
tunate state of public educa-
tion, which is accurate. 
Education and Governance:
Thought leaders underscore
the symbiotic relationship

between the quality of educa-
tion and the overarching
progress of the nation.
Recognizing education as a
catalyst for effective gover-
nance and economic prosper-
ity, it is crucial to position
education at the forefront of
national development strate-
gies.
The Crisis in Primary and
Secondary Education
One cannot help but ponder
the intricacies of the connec-
tion between education and
our nation's destiny. If educa-
tion is the bedrock upon
which a society is built, then
what does the current state of
our primary and secondary
say about the trajectory of the
world's largest democracy?
The ASER surveys unveil a
stark truth – a significant por-
tion of our youth lacks even
the basic skills expected at
their grade level. 

It's not just about rote learn-
ing or lack of infrastructure;
it's a systemic failure that
threatens the very foundation
of our future. Yet, as we tra-
verse the proposed solutions
and underlying assumptions,
a more discerning response is
required to navigate the intri-
cacies with utmost scrutiny.
Higher Education: A Crisis
of Quality
You throw that graduation
cap in the air, but does it open
doors to a world of opportu-
nities? India is tackling the
woes of higher education –
the mismatch between
degrees and employability.
What's the deal with most
engineering, arts, science, and
commerce graduates being
deemed unemployable? 
It's time to question the very
essence of what higher edu-
cation institutions are deliv-
ering and whether they're
preparing graduates for the
dynamic job market. The
portrayal of India's higher
education system is a sad
reflection of the systemic
challenges faced by graduates
and the subsequent migration
of talent abroad.
The Brain Drain Dilemma: 
While we proudly export our
talent to foreign shores, the

numbers reveal a disconcert-
ing truth – a drain on our
intellectual capital that could
have been harnessed for
national growth. Is it a neces-
sary sacrifice or a symptom of
deeper issues within our edu-
cational framework?
A thought-provoking analy-
sis probes the migration pat-
terns of Indian graduates and
school leavers to foreign
shores, challenging the con-
ventional narrative of brain
drain.  Balancing the dis-
course on brain drain by
acknowledging the positive
impact of the diaspora would
bring a more nuanced per-
spective to the debate.
A Vision for Change: A
Unified Call to Action
The portrayal of the emigra-
tion of skilled individuals as
a loss for India is correct.
While the emigration of
skilled individuals is some-
times portrayed as a positive
development, the reality is
that India loses out on valu-
able talent. India needs a
detailed program to reverse
this trend, attract exception-
al scientists and researchers
back home, and invest more
in R&D. 

(The writer is an educator;
views are personal)
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ter turned controversial the ruling
party and its bigwigs came out with
excuses and explanations. 
Is it not the responsibility of the govern-
ment and its concerned department that
came out with this advertisement to
scrutinise it before publishing it? The
Prime Minister on a visit to this region
of the state has lambasted that the rul-
ing party has insulted Indian scientists
and the space sector, giving impetus to
the BJP to lampoon the state govern-
ment. 

M Pradyu | Kannur  
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Sir — The tactfulness of our Indian
Security agencies is so impressive in
terms of their activeness for their strin-
gent actions, especially for seizing the
Nacro products from the Arabian Sea.
This time, it was codenamed as
'Sagarmanthan-1'. It is a point of con-

cern as well as appreciation on both
nodes. Appreciation because, our Navy
is actively vigilant in addressing these
concerns, at the same time concerning
because India is pumped with such con-
traband of 3,132 kg which costs around
Rs. 2000 crores, as per international
market valuation, which is huge and
applaudable.
We must cherish the alertness of the trio
the Gujrat Police, NCB and the Indian
Navy. But this very incident raised eye-
brows that still in the eye of Narco
Dealers and smugglers, the route of the
Arabian Sea is fragile and easy to
breach. We must not forget the incident
of 26/11. Strengthening the eastern and
western coast of India is the utmost
responsibility of our Naval forces.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur
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Sir — The editorial, ‘Himachal crisis’
(29-2-24) carries the sentiments of
everyone. Of course, this is not the first
time the country has witnessed such
shabby scenes of one party poaching the
elected representatives and the elected
representatives belying the mandate of
the voters to satisfy their thirst for power
and purse. These repeated happenings
are nothing but a mockery of democ-
racy. Legislative bodies being convert-
ed into a mere market to buy and sell
lawmakers project a very shabby image
of the democracy being practised in the
country.
The party engaged in poaching and
those who offer themselves to be sold
for power or purse also should have
some respect for the mandate of the
people. If this trend continues the
country is likely to fall into the hands
of dictators yielding to the concept of
‘Might is Right’ and the Might will be
decided by Money power. It is time to
bring legislation to stop elected repre-
sentatives from crossing the floor just
like that for some benefit or the other.
If they want to shift their loyalty they
should resign their post and contest
again to get re-elected. Similarly, the role
of money in the election process should
also be curtailed to keep democracy
alive. Voters should be educated to boy-
cott both the poachers as well as the
prey.  Leaders speaking about the fight
against corruption are being laughed at
as nothing else could be more blatant
corruption than poaching and yielding.
India needs electoral reforms to address
these basic issues.

AG Rajmohan | Anantapur

��������������	��
	��
�������
Sir — It is a matter of shame and eye-
brow-raising to see the Tamil Nadu
Government display an advertisement
for the new Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) spaceport in
Kulasekarapattinam featuring a rocket
with the flag of China. When the mat-
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every Indian, no matter where
they may be in the world.
India's historical and close
relations with Qatar were also
reiterated by Prime Minister
Modi ahead of his visit to
Doha. The strong bonds of
diplomatic engagement have
aided in fostering mutually
beneficial partnerships and
enhancing regional stability.
These diplomacy initiatives
by Narendra Modi are not only
events to establish closer ties
with the Gulf leaders but also
strategic plans to accelerate the
economic growth of India.
India, with long-term eco-
nomic cooperation with the
Middle Least, can leverage
the Gulf 's capital potential
while aiding them with
defence cooperation.
India's cultural diplomacy
extends beyond the realm of
Hinduism, as evidenced by the
Buddhist Circuit, aimed at
revitalizing Buddhist heritage
sites and boosting tourism in
the region. 
This pilgrimage circuit, intro-
duced under the Swadesh
Darshan Scheme, covers the
four major sacred places
according to Buddhist tradi-
tions, namely Bodh Gaya,
Sarnath, Kushinagar, and
Lumbini. It is one of India’s first
transnational tourist circuits.
Beginning from the place of
birth of Buddha, Lumbini in
Nepal, it serves as an initiative
of Buddhist Diplomacy
(strengthening a nation’s soft

power with the exchanges of
Buddhist ideas, sacred objects
and trading relations).
Invoking the cultural linkages
with the region and the reli-
gion of Buddhism, India seeks
to overcome the territorial
tensions between the two
nations by fostering a positive
people-to-people tie across
the border. 
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has strategically lever-
aged Buddhist heritage as cul-
tural assets to strengthen ties
with Asian countries. During
the Global Buddhist Summit
in April 2023, Modi said that
the challenges faced by the
modern world can be solved
by employing the teachings of
Buddha. Through his Act East
Policy, India has upgraded its
strategic relationship with the
major countries in the Asia-
Pacific while using Buddhism
as the cultural link between
India and the Southeast Asian
countries. 
Exploring its historical ties to
Buddhism, India is not only
preserving its cultural legacy
but also strengthening its soft
power and attracting visitors
from around the world.
Through these initiatives, India
can bolster its image as a flag-
bearer of ancient civilizations
and traditions. Moreover, ven-
tures like these also contribute
towards economic develop-
ment through tourism. India
is trying to create a greater
affinity towards Asian coun-

tries while projecting itself as
a model of religious toler-
ance, pluralism and a respon-
sible global nation.
Speaking of being a responsi-
ble global stakeholder, take for
instance our commitment to
humanitarian assistance. The
recent incident in which the
Indian Navy in swift response
to the Houthi strike on the
merchant ship in the Gulf of
Aden, sent the missile destroy-
er INS Vishakhapatnam shows
India’s role as a responsible
maritime player. Indian diplo-
macy extends beyond the
realm of culture, encompass-
ing strategic engagements and
humanitarian efforts. By pro-
viding timely humanitarian
assistance, India reaffirms its
commitment to upholding
peace and stability during
crises in the international
arena. 
In the realm of diplomacy,
every gesture and every inter-
action holds the power to
shape bilateral relations and
forge alliances. India's assertive
stance in leveraging cultural
and public diplomacy reflects
its growing influence and
engagement on the global
stage. Through proactive
engagement and strategic part-
nerships, India continues to
strengthen its position as a key
player in international affairs,
contributing to regional stabil-
ity and global cooperation.

(The writer is an associate
professor, views are personal)
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In today's geopolitical land-
scape, the traditional met-
rics of national power are
transforming. Policymakers
and diplomats are increas-

ingly recognizing the importance
of soft power elements in shap-
ing international relations, shift-
ing their focus from sheer mili-
tary might to cultural influence
and moral authority. India, in par-
ticular, has adeptly utilized its cul-
tural assets to assert itself on the
global stage.
Religion plays a crucial role in
shaping politics. As Niall
Ferguson has said, “Faith, then, is
perhaps as important a compo-
nent of power as material
resources... Faith cannot move
mountains. But it can move peo-
ple.” A recent exemplification of
India's strategic cultural diploma-
cy was witnessed in the inaugu-
ration of the first Hindu temple
in the UAE, presided over by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
It marked a significant milestone
in bilateral relations between the
two countries. With the inaugu-
ration ceremony of the
Bochasanwasi Akshar
Purushottam Swaminarayan
(BAPS) Mandir, India is set to
deepen bilateral ties with the
UAE while also having proactive
engagement within the region.
This event demonstrates a diplo-
matic approach that, while root-
ed in faith, culture, and religion,
aims to foster cooperation across
a spectrum of critical areas,
including security, energy, mar-
itime affairs, and infrastructure. 
The discussions held during the
visit focused on enhancing coop-
eration in various fields, includ-
ing trade, investment, and secu-
rity.
This isn’t the only instance that
indicates the changing diploma-
cy of India with the Gulf. In a tri-
umph for India’s diplomatic
endeavours, Qatar released eight
Indian nationals who had been
detained since 2022. The release
came after extensive diplomatic
efforts by the Indian govern-
ment, highlighting the effective-
ness of India's diplomatic chan-
nels in securing the freedom of its
citizens abroad. Through metic-
ulous negotiation and strategic
dialogue, our government has
once again proven its dedication
to protecting the interests of
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Nestled within the heart
of New Delhi's diplo-
matic enclave of

Chanakyapuri, Shanti Path
emerges as a mesmerizing
canvas painted with vibrant
hues, adorned by a tapestry of
tulips in an array of colors -
red, white, pink, yellow, and
purple. The 'Delhi Tulip
Festival', now in its second
consecutive year, came to a
close on February 21, 2024,
having commenced on
February 10. Visitors, drawn
from distant lands, stood in
awe at the spectacle of nature's
grandeur, echoing the immor-
tal verses of poets like P. B.
Shelley and John Keats. As the
festival unfolded, the city's
roundabouts and parks, main-
tained by the New Delhi
Municipal Council and the
Delhi Development Authority,

bloomed with the arrival of
Spring, welcoming all with
renewed grandeur.
But what is the story behind
these tulips? Originating cen-
turies ago in the ancient lands
of Persia, tulips held signifi-
cance as symbols of love and
prosperity. Their journey along
the silk routes carried tales of
exotic lands and distant hori-
zons, captivating hearts from
Istanbul to Amsterdam. It was

in the fields of the Netherlands
during the Dutch Golden Age
that tulips blossomed into a
cultural icon. Despite uncer-
tainty surrounding its intro-
duction to Western Europe,
the efforts of individuals like
Botanist Carolus Clusius in the
late 16th century popularized
tulips, leading to the famous
'tulip mania' of the 17th cen-
tury.
By the 19th and 20th centuries,
tulip cultivation flourished in
the Netherlands, solidifying its
position as the world's leading
producer. The association
between tulips and the
Netherlands was further
immortalized with the iconic
song 'Tulips from Amsterdam'
in the 1950s. Intriguingly, it
was through diplomatic chan-
nels that tulips found their way
into the gardens of New Delhi.

Indo-Dutch relations provid-
ed fertile ground for this
botanical ambassador to take
root, inspired by festivals like
the 'Amsterdam Tulip Festival'
and Srinagar's Tulip Garden.
Imported from the
Netherlands, these tulips have
been lovingly nurtured by
skilled gardeners trained by the
NDMC's horticulture depart-
ment.

As the sun casts its golden rays
upon the city, tulips burst into
bloom, transforming every
corner into a canvas of nature's
masterpiece. From the pic-
turesque avenues of Shanti
Path to the vibrant Tulip
Festival Garden, each location
becomes a testament to the
enduring cycle of life and
beauty. Engaging citizens
through various competitions

and events, the festival fosters
a deeper connection to nature's
rhythms and the bonds of
community.
Sh. Amit Yadav, the NDMC
Chairman, revealed that seven
types of tulips were planted,
with three lakh bulbs sourced
from the Netherlands and an
additional 40,000 bulbs donat-
ed by the Dutch Embassy.
From early to late bloomers,
each tulip whispers tales of
resilience and renewal. This
festival not only celebrates
beauty but also underscores
the importance of stewarding
and protecting nature for
future generations.
The Delhi Tulip Festival epit-
omizes the fusion of urban ele-
gance and ecological con-
sciousness, enchanting visitors
and serving as a beacon for
sustainable tourism. Beyond

its aesthetic charm, it stands as
a testament to the power of
beauty and art in fostering
global connections and
enhancing a city's allure. As
visitors from around the world
gather to admire the kaleido-
scopic beauty of tulips, the fes-
tival becomes a celebration of
global heritage, transcending
cultural barriers and fostering
understanding and apprecia-
tion among people of diverse
backgrounds.
In more ways than one, the
festival symbolises the
resilience and endurance of
nature, standing tall amidst the
chaos of urban life. As the cur-
tains draw to a close on the
Tulip Festival, the flowers
continue to adorn the
cityscape with their vibrant
hues. Amidst the bustling
rhythm of urban life, the tulip

stands as a silent sentinel of
hope, its petals a testament to
the enduring spirit of life's eter-
nal dance. Today, the tulip
serves as a symbol of resilience
and endurance, having tra-
versed oceans and centuries to
become a cherished emblem of
beauty worldwide. While the
curtains have been drawn on
the Tulip Festival, the flowers
continue to stand tall, adorn-
ing the cityscape with their
vibrant hues. This festival is
more than just a local event; it's
a part of global heritage, a cel-
ebration where visitors from
around the world gather to
admire the kaleidoscopic beau-
ty of colors spanning far and
wide.

(The writer is programme
executive, Gandhi Smriti and
Darshan  Sansthan, views are

personal)
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members. This also applies to a
clarification given on an important
aspect of the recommendation.
That would not have been possi-
ble as you can’t expect Dr
Swaminathan to go back to other
members and check. The big
question is: Is giving the farmer at
least 50 per cent more than the
‘C2’ costs logical?         
The purported rationale for giv-
ing 50 per cent extra is that she
should get a handsome profit
after covering all paid-out costs.
Profit as it is understood in busi-
ness parlance is essentially meant
to give a return to the owner for
her invested capital. In the case of
a farmer, her investment in crop
growing business is by way of
‘land’ and ‘OFCA’ besides her
labour. But, remuneration/return
for all these is already incorporat-
ed under C2. To give a further
sweetener (read: 50 per cent prof-
it) over and above these would be
illogical. Let us understand this
with the help of an example. 
In the case of paddy, the all-India
weighted average A2 cost for the
2017-18 Kharif season, as estimat-
ed by the CACP, was Rs 840 per
quintal; A2+FL cost: Rs 1,117
per quintal and C2 costs: Rs 1,484
per quintal. In the total cost of Rs
1,484 per quintal, the amount
going towards the farmer’s income
was Rs 644 per quintal (1484-840).
Of this, Rs 277 per quintal (1117-
840) was for FL and Rs 367 per
quintal (1484-1117) for RoA.
If one were to go by NCF recom-
mendation as clarified by Dr
Swaminathan, the farmer would
have to be given Rs 742 per quin-
tal (0.5x1,484) in addition to an
income of Rs 644 per quintal
already built into C2 thus taking
the total to Rs 1386 for each quin-
tal of paddy. This translates to 93
percent of C2 costs. Taken as a
proportion of the revised MSP of
Rs 2226 per quintal, this will be 62

per cent. Where does one get such
a fantastic return?
This is happening because the
farmer is being remunerated twice
over first under C2 and then a fur-
ther profit of 50 percent.
Furthermore, the way profit is cal-
culated ’50 per cent of C2’, you end
up giving a ‘return on return’: RoA
component under C2 being Rs 367
per quintal, she gets a fortuitous
gain of Rs 183.5 (0.5x367).    
Unequivocally, there is a flaw in
the above method. Either, the
government should continue with
the extant method of using C2 for
fixing MSP. On the other hand, if,
it wants to go for 50 per cent prof-
it, then this should be applied only
to the paid-out costs namely A2.
In other words, MSP should be set
at A2+FL plus 50 per cent of A2.
On this basis, in the above exam-
ple, the MSP would be Rs 1537 per
quintal (1117+0.5x840). 
What did the Modi – government
do?  
In its poll manifesto for 2014, the
BJP had promised to implement
NCF recommendations on MSP.
The announcement in this regard
was made by the then Union
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley in
his Budget speech for FY 2018-19.
Later, while replying to a debate in
Parliament, Jaitley clarified that
‘the production cost would be
taken as actual paid A2 plus FL’. In
other words, it decided to set MSP
at A2+FL plus 50 per cent of
A2+FL; it comes to Rs 1675 per
quintal (1117x1.5).     
The formula adopted by the
incumbent government also suf-
fers from a flaw to the extent that
‘it also adds return on the imput-
ed cost of family labor’ which is
unjustif ied. Have received
wage/income for the work done
on the field, how can a farmer also
earn a profit on it? In the above
example, this fortuitous amount is
Rs 138 per quintal (277x0.5).        

Moreover, the very approach of
the Dr Swaminathan committee of
arriving at a profit by taking a per-
centage of the cost is susceptible
to sharp increases in payments to
farmers. With every rupee
increase in the cost, farmers’ prof-
it will increase by 0.5 rupees. At
present, most of the agricultural
inputs are subsidized. On fertiliz-
ers, there is a massive subsidy
(urea is sold at about 1/10th of its
cost). If the subsidy is slashed lead-
ing to a steep rise in the cost of fer-
tilizers, the formula will give an
unwarranted bonanza to the farm-
ers by a corresponding increase in
profit. At a fundamental level,
profit is meant to reward an enti-
ty for the capital invested in any
enterprise. This is precisely what
was being done before the FY
2018-19. That formula (read: C2
for fixing the MSP) ought to have
been continued.   
The MSP setting exercise suffers
from another aberration. The cost
of producing a crop varies from
place to place depending on the
soil conditions, weather, irrigation,
price of inputs and so on.
However, to arrive at MSP, the
CACP takes the ‘weighted average’
(WA) cost of production. When
the price determined in this man-
ner is given to all farmers, those
producing at a higher cost stand
to lose whereas others with lower
cost make a fortuitous gain.      
Today, the government is trapped
in the vicious cycle of having to
procure farmers’ produce at ever-
increasing MSP, now under pres-
sure to pick up ‘all of it’ at MSP
which can denude the exchequer.
This, in turn, is because it is try-
ing to substitute the role of the
market. It should disentangle
from this trap and focus on agri-
market reforms which alone can
help farmers get a good price.

(The writer is a policy analyst,
views are personal)

Co-terminus with the legal
guarantee for Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for all
crops, another demand raised
by the farmers relates to how

the MSP is fixed. They want it to be cal-
culated based on the recommendations
of the National Commission on Farmers
(NCF) under Dr MS Swaminathan
(2006).      
All along, the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) -
a statutory body under the Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare – has been
setting MSP at the level of the so-called
comprehensive cost or C2 cost. C2 is
arrived at by adding three components
viz. A2 covers all paid-out expenses, both
in cash and in kind, incurred by farmers
on seeds, fertilizers, chemicals, hired
labour, fuel and irrigation; FL is the
imputed value of unpaid family labour;
and rental value of owned land and
imputed cost that would be incurred on
owned fixed capital assets (OFCA), call
it to return on assets or RoA.           
Put simply, MSP is equal to A2 + FL +
RoA. It takes care of all the costs incurred
by the farmer for growing the crop – both
paid out and own – besides including an
element of profit i.e. RoA. That is why it
is bandied as ‘comprehensive’. The formu-
la was used for determining MSP till FY
2017-18. The Government normally
accepts recommendations made by
CACP.  
In its fifth report submitted in October
2006, the NCF recommended that MSP
should be “at least 50 per cent more than
the weighted average cost of production”.
The recommendation did not specifical-
ly mention what ‘measure of costs’ would
be used. However, Dr Swaminathan clar-
ified: “When we recommended 50 per
cent over costs, we meant complete costs
called C2, which includes all assumed
costs”.
Can the clarification given by him many
years after the report was finalized and
submitted be taken to mean that the
Commission had meant it that way? A
recommendation emerges from deliber-
ations and is based on consensus among
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Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty rallied

more than one-and-a-half per
cent to hit their lifetime highs
on Friday helped by impressive
GDP data and fresh foreign
fund inflows.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 1,245.05 points or 1.72
per cent to reach 73,745.35 —
its all-time closing peak.
During the day, it zoomed
1,318.91 points or 1.81 per cent
to hit a record intra-day high of
73,819.21.
The Nifty climbed 355.95
points or 1.62 per cent to settle
at a new closing high of
22,338.75. During the day, it
soared 370.5 points or 1.68 per
cent to reach its intra-day
record peak of 22,353.30.
A rally in global markets and
auto sales numbers added to
the positive momentum in the
equity markets, analysts said.
Among the Sensex firms, Tata
Steel jumped over 6 per cent

while JSW Steel climbed more
than 4 per cent. Larsen &
Toubro, Titan, Maruti,
IndusInd Bank, ICICI Bank
and Tata Motors were the other
major gainers.
HCL Technologies, Infosys
and Tech Mahindra were the
laggards.
India’s economy grew by
better-than-expected 8.4 per
cent in the final three months
of 2023 — the fastest pace in
one-and-a-half years.
The growth rate in October-
December was higher than 7.6
per cent in the previous three
years, and it helped take the
estimate for the current fiscal
(April 2023 to March 2024) to
7.6 per cent, according to the
data released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO) on
Thursday.
India’s manufacturing sector
growth climbed to a five-
month high in February amid
a sharper uptick in factory
production and sales,
supported by both domestic

and external demand, a
monthly survey said on Friday.
The seasonally adjusted HSBC
India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI) rose from 56.5 in
January to 56.9 in February,
pointing to the strongest
improvement in the health of
the sector since September
2023.
“Better-than-expected Q3
FY24 GDP and ease in US
inflation added buoyancy in
both domestic and global
markets. As the general
election draws closer, stellar
economic growth data raised
confidence among investors
for a pre-election rally. 
“On the global front, in-line
US personal consumption
expenditure data and benign
Euro zone inflation will
influence global central banks
to take a dovish view on
interest rates,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services. 
In the broader market, the BSE

midcap gauge jumped 0.89 per
cent and smallcap index

climbed 0.68 per cent.
Among indices, metal zoomed

3.84 per cent, capital goods
went up by 2.49 per cent,

bankex climbed 2.48 per cent,
auto advanced 2.23 per cent,
energy (2.14 per cent), oil &
gas (2.14 per cent),
commodities (2.12 per cent)
and industrials (1.91 per cent). 
IT and teck were the laggards.
A total of 2,387 advanced while
1,451 declined and 109
remained unchanged.
In Asian markets, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
settled with gains.
European markets were
trading in positive territory.
The US markets ended in the
green on Thursday.
Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) turned buyers on
Thursday as they bought
equities worth Rs 3,568.11
crore, according to exchange
data.
The BSE benchmark climbed
195.42 points or 0.27 per cent
to settle at 72,500.30 on
Thursday. The Nifty gained
31.65 points or 0.14 per cent to
21,982.80.
Global oil benchmark Brent

crude climbed 0.82 per cent to
USD 82.58 a barrel.
Leading stock exchanges BSE
and NSE will conduct a special
trading session in the equity
and equity derivative segments
on Saturday to check their
preparedness to handle major
disruption or failure at the
primary site.
The special live trading session
will have intra-day switch over
from Primary Site (PR) to
Disaster Recovery (DR) site.
The exchanges said there will
be two sessions — the first
from 9:15 am to 10 am on the
PR, and the second from 11:30
am to 12:30 pm on the DR site.
“Trading members are
requested to note that the
exchange will conduct a special
live trading session with
intraday switch over from
Primary Site (PR) to Disaster
Recovery Site (DR) on
Saturday, March 2, in equity
and equity derivatives
segments,” BSE and NSE said
in separate circulars. 
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Indian freight and logistics
market is estimated to grow

at 8.8 per cent annually to
USD 484.43 billion by 2029
from USD 317.26 billion in
2024 due to technological
advancement, as per a report
released at logistic fair
LogiMAT India.
LogiMAT India 2024, the
satellite show of Europe’s
biggest intralogistics
exhibition LogiMAT
Stuttgart, is organised by
Messe Stuttgart India Pvt Ltd
on February 28-March 1 at
India Expo Mart.
According to a statement, the
integration of cutting-edge
technologies and
advancements in
intralogistics, automation,
warehousing, and
transportation management
heralds a transformative era
for the logistics sector in
India. 
Indian freight and logistics
market is poised for
remarkable growth. 
LogiMAT India 2024
projections indicate a surge in
market size to USD 317.26
billion by 2024, with a
projected CAGR of 8.83 per
cent, catapulting it to USD
484.43 billion by 2029.
This surge not only signifies
robust economic expansion
but also holds the promise of
substantial job creation and
enhanced business scalability,
it stated.
Together, these developments
are set to redefine the logistics
landscape, ushering in a new

era of efficiency and
innovation.
Sachin Patil, MD and CEO of
Messe Stuttgart said the
transformative potential of
new technologies and
innovations showcased at
LogiMAT India is immense.
“We envision these
advancements to not only
attract substantial
investments to India’s logistics
sector, but also to create a
significant number of jobs,
driving economic growth and
prosperity,” he added.
Furthermore, these
technologies have the
potential to scale logistics
businesses to unprecedented
levels, enabling them to
optimise operations, enhance
customer service, and achieve
greater profitability, the
statement said.
By leveraging robotics,
automation, AI, and other
cutting-edge solutions,
logistics companies can
streamline processes, reduce
costs, and stay ahead of the
competition in today’s
dynamic business
environment, it pointed out.
Messe Stuttgart India Pvt Ltd
is the wholly-owned
subsidiary of Landesmesse
Stuttgart GmbH.
With a focus on innovation
and technology, the event
provides a comprehensive
platform for industry
professionals to explore the
latest trends and
advancements in the
intralogistics, transportation,
warehousing and automation
sectors. 
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Gold prices jumped Rs 350
to Rs 63,320 per 10 grams

in the national capital on
Friday amid strong trends in
the global markets, according
to HDFC Securities.
The precious metal closed at
Rs 62,970 per 10 grams in the
previous trade.
Silver also rallied Rs 400 to Rs
74,500 per kg, while it settled
at Rs 74,100 per kg in the
previous close.
“Spot gold prices (24 carats)
in the Delhi markets are
trading at Rs 63,320 per 10
grams, up by Rs 350, taking
bullish cues in the overseas
market,” Saumil Gandhi,
senior analyst of commodities
at HDFC Securities, said. 

In the international markets,
spot gold at Comex was
trading at USD 2,045 per
ounce, up by USD 11 from the
previous close.
Following the release of the
Personal Consumption

Expenditure (PCE) price
index data, which indicated
signs of slowing inflation in
the US and raised
expectations of a monetary
policy rate cut by the Federal
Reserve later this year,

Gandhi said.
After the release of the data,
the yellow metal prices surged
to a four-week high, he added.
Silver was also up at USD
22.60 per ounce, while it had
ended at USD 22.50 per
ounce in the previous close.
Investors will also look
forward to the release of
major macro data, including
global US manufacturing
PMI (January) and ISM
manufacturing (February)
which will shape the
expectations for the Fed’s
monetary policy rate outlook
and further direction for the
gold prices, Praveen Singh,
Associate VP, Fundamental
Currencies and Commodities
at Sharekhan by BNP Paribas,
said. 
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Shares of One97 Communications Ltd,
which owns and operates Paytm, on

Friday, jumped 5 per cent after the
company said the board has approved the
discontinuation of inter-company pacts
with Paytm Payments Bank to reduce
dependencies.
The stock climbed 5 per cent to Rs 425.45
— its upper circuit limit — on the BSE
after falling in the past three trading days.
Shares of the company had fallen by 5.31
per cent in the last three days.
The stock jumped 4.99 per cent to Rs
423.45 — the upper circuit limit — on
the NSE.
In traded volume terms, 7.97 lakh shares
of the company were traded on the BSE
and over 46.64 lakh shares on the NSE
during the day.
Amid RBI’s action on its associate firm,
One97 Communications on Friday said
the board has approved the
discontinuation of inter-company pacts
with Paytm Payments Bank to reduce
dependencies.
The move assumes significance as Paytm
Payments Bank Limited (PPBL) is under
the RBI’s lens over persistent non-
compliance and continued material
supervisory concerns.
In a filing on Friday, One97
Communications said the company and
its associate entity, Paytm Payments Bank
Limited, have introduced additional

measures to strengthen their approach
towards independent operations of
PPBL.
“As part of this process to reduce
dependencies, Paytm and PPBL have
mutually agreed to discontinue various
inter-company agreements with Paytm
and its group entities,” the BSE filing said.
Also, the shareholders of PPBL have
agreed to simplify the Shareholders
Agreement (SHA) to support PPBL’s
governance, it added.
The Board of OCL (One97
Communications Ltd) approved the

termination of agreements and
amendment of SHA on March 1, 2024.
Paytm had announced earlier that it
would sign up new partnerships with
other banks and take measures to
provide seamless services to its
customers and merchants.
In a regulatory action in January, the RBI
barred PPBL from accepting fresh
deposits or top-ups in customer
accounts, wallets, FASTags, and other
instruments after February 29 — a
deadline that was later extended to
March 15.
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The rupee settled 1 paisa
lower at 82.90 (provisional)

against the US dollar on Friday
amid rising crude oil prices in
the overseas market and
increased demand for the
American currency from
importers.
However, a rally in equity mar-
kets and robust domestic macro-
economic data supported the
local currency and restricted the
fall, forex traders said.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 82.86 and traded in a
narrow range of 82.84 and 82.91
against the greenback. 
The local unit finally settled at
82.90 (provisional) against the
dollar, down 1 paisa from its pre-
vious close. On Thursday, the
rupee settled 2 paise higher at
82.89 against the US dollar.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, dipped marginally by
0.02 per cent to 104.07.
Anuj Choudhary, Research
Analyst, Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas, said the US dollar rose
on month-end rebalancing by
importers and oil marketing
companies.
“We expect the rupee to trade
with a slight positive bias on
improved risk sentiments in
the domestic markets following
stellar GDP data and positive
domestic equities. However,
strong US dollar and elevated
crude oil prices may cap the
sharp upside,” Choudhary said.
He said the traders may remain
cautious ahead of ISM manufac-
turing PMI and construction

spending data from the US.
“USD-INR spot price is expect-
ed to trade in a range of Rs 82.60
to Rs 83.10.”
Brent crude futures, the global
oil benchmark, surged 1.26 per
cent to USD 82.94 per barrel.
On the domestic equity market
front, Sensex climbed 1,245.05
points, or 1.72 per cent, to set-
tle at a new peak of 73,745.35.
The Nifty rose 355.95 points, or
1.62 per cent, to close at a
record 22,338.75.
A monthly survey released on
Friday showed India’s manufac-
turing sector growth climbed to
a five-month high in February
amid a sharper uptick in facto-
ry production and sales, sup-
ported by domestic and external
demand. The seasonally adjust-
ed HSBC India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI) rose from 56.5 in January
to 56.9 in February, pointing to
the strongest improvement in
the health of the sector since
September 2023.
According to the government
data released on Thursday,
India’s economic growth accel-
erated to 8.4 per cent in the
October-December quarter of
this fiscal, mainly due to double-
digit growth in manufacturing
and a good showing by mining
& quarrying and construction
sectors.
The government’s fiscal deficit at
Rs 11 lakh crore at January end
touched 63.6 per cent of the
revised annual target. In the cor-
responding period last year, the
fiscal deficit or gap between the
expenditure and revenue was
67.8 per cent of the Revised
Estimates (RE) of the Union
Budget 2022-23.
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The GDP growth for
the current financial

year could be within
striking distance of 8 per
cent, a study by the State
Bank of India (SBI) said
on Friday, a day after
India posted an 8.4 per
cent growth in the
December quarter, and
revised upwards the estimates for the preceding
two quarters.
“The third quarter GDP numbers jolted the
psyche and cognitive framework of most in
markets, while sweeping some by a pleasant
surprise. Clearly, right policy prisms and
perspectives can trump irrational expectations
bordering fault lines,” SBI said in its research
report ‘Ecowrap’.
It noted that defying all estimates, the economy
grew 8.4 per cent in the third quarter of 2023-
24 after exhibiting more than 8 per cent growth
in the preceding two quarters.
The buoyancy in indirect tax mop-up (32 per
cent year-on-year growth), gap between Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and Gross Value

Added (GVA) growth
widened.
“For fiscal 2023-24 GDP
growth is expected to
increase 7.6 per cent and
GVA growth by 6.9 per
cent... We estimate fourth
quarter GDP growth at
5.9 per cent, which we
believe is an
understatement. Thus it
is most likely that FY24

GDP growth could be within striking distance
of 8 per cent,” the SBI study said.
The National Statistical Office (NSO) has
revised GDP estimates for the first and second
quarters of this fiscal to 8.2 and 8.1 per cent
from 7.8 per cent and 7.6 per cent, respectively. 
With the revisions, the GDP growth during
April-December works out to be 8.2 per cent.
The SBI report further said with the
government’s efforts to ensure quality of life for
all citizens and stopping leakage of benefits
through direct benefit transfer, for the first time
the per capita GDP at current prices crossed Rs
2 lakh mark in 2023-24.
In constant prices, too, per capita GDP has
increased to Rs 1.24 lakh in the current fiscal. 
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The Union Cabinet’s nod to three
upcoming semiconductor

manufacturing units is a step towards
self-sufficiency and makes the country’s
dream of becoming a global chip
making destination achievable,
according to industry players.
The Union Cabinet on Thursday
approved setting up three
semiconductor-making units, entailing
an investment of Rs 1.26 lakh crore, as
part of an attempt to cut India’s
dependence on imports to meet the
requirements of chips.
According to S P Kochhar, Director
General, COAI (Cellular Operators
Association of India), the approval for
these units which has come under
India’s Semiconductor Mission is a
positive and commendable
development.
“This is a progressive step for India and
the strongly emerging manufacturing
ecosystem in the country. We believe
this serves as an excellent example for

our nation towards attaining self-
sufficiency in line with our honourable
prime minister’s vision of

‘Atmanirbharta’ and will further inspire
India’s goals to become a global
manufacturing and supply chain hub”

he said. Kochhar said that with the
output from these facilities being
poised to benefit various sectors, it is
expected to provide a fillip to the
‘Digital India’ mission through
increased technological prowess and
advancement of the indigenous
industrial ecosystem, besides
generating employment and attracting
more investments in the country.
Chairman of ICEA (India Cellular and
Electronics Association) Pankaj
Mohindroo said the move will pave the
way for setting up more semiconductor
fabrication plants (Fab) and outsourced
semiconductor assembly and test units
(OSAT) in the country.
“The emergence of Bharat as a global
semiconductor manufacturing
destination no longer seems to be a
distant dream. By 2027 we will have the
FAB and OSAT units producing. By the
end of the decade, we may have more
than 10 fabs and 20 OSAT units in
production besides many
semiconductor product design
companies,” Mohindroo said.
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Along the winding fine dining
streets of South Delhi’s heart
and lungs, Mehrauli, you
must stop at a place that
literally invites you to come

in and Play. Yes, Play is all about a
delectable indulgence in all things heady
about Asian and Mediterranean
confluence. I find fusion too limiting a
term for the entity Play has created. The
unique decor, the theatrical culinary
presentation, the awesome open air
terrace, everything about Play exudes
the kind of warmth you so desire on a
frosty winter evening. Of course, in the
company of good friends.
Standing out in all its opulence at the
Qutub Complex, Play has carefully
sought to extend the norms of
conventional wining and dining to forge
a cocktail bar and restaurant with
innovation writ large. Kanishk Tuteja,
the creative force behind Play, envisions
a space where culinary artistry
seamlessly meets theatrical elegance. As
the founder, he expresses that “Play
transcends the traditional definition of a

restaurant — it’s a stage for unforgettable
experiences. The fusion of diverse
flavours, mirrored illusions, and dynamic
ambiance invites guests to embark on a
journey of luxury and delight at Play,
where every moment is meticulously
crafted for those who seek the
extraordinary.” To dwell briefly on the
décor, which while being overwhelming is
only a part of what Play has on offer, we
are informed that the interior design has
drawn inspiration from the “theatrical
elegance” and “blending” influences of
Asian and Mediterranean cultures.
Mirrored elements on the walls indeed
create mesmerising spatial illusions,
promising to cast a magical spell even
before the heady spirits and aromatic
flavours flow in to gently lure you into
wonderland. 
As explained by Play’s General Manager
Kunal Kumar, the place promises to
remain etched in our memories well
beyond the moment of our departure. The
special menu crafted by Chef Rishi
Prakash for us indeed continues to linger
on even now. 
As I mentioned, the Asian and

Mediterranean confluence of cuisine
and culture is Play’s signature touch.
From specially infused sushi to
inventive tapas, each dish has a unique
narrative. 
Chef Bulut’s theatrical
presentation skills were
on full display which
elevated the dining
experience to
another realm
a l t o g e t h e r .
Alongside Play’s
signature gems
Black Cod Miso
and the
i r r e s i s t i b l e
Baklava, Chef Bulut’s
mastery of a visually
stunning and theatrical
presentation certainly made the
evening special. 
The specially crafted menu for us
included a Leaks and Chicken soup
alongside an option of Vietnamese
Banh Pho. We savoured an array of
appetizers — Soy Caramel Mushroom,
Guaca Beets Tart, a Mock Meat Stir

Fry. The meat eaters were of course
treated to an Arabic Lemon Garlic
Fish, Char Siu Chicken and a
scrumptious Shrimp Avocado Tart.

The salads comprised a healthy
mix of Moroccan Carrot

and Quinoa, with Beet
Root Carpaccio. From

the Chef ’s Theatre
came Lamb Adana
and Cottage
Cheese Shish
Touk.
The main course
was a refined

amalgamation of
Buck Wheat

Pancake, Sundried
Tomato Barley, Japanese

Katsu Curry, Tofu and
Chicken Cutlet, and River Sole.

For desserts, we literally dug into the
Mixed Berry Cheesecake and
Chocolate Forest. 
I and my friends resolved to return for
more fun at Play. Highly
recommended for an evening or
afternoon of guilt-free indulgence. 
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In the hospitality industry, where
employee turnover is high,
encountering someone who has

remained with a group for 15 years
and been with the brand since its
inception 10 years ago is rare. I had
the pleasure of meeting Chef
Saurabh Sharan at Guppy, which is
celebrating its tenth anniversary.
Hailing from a humble background
and raised in Bihar, I was intrigued
to learn about Chef Saurabh
Sharan’s journey from Bihar to
managing one of Delhi’s finest
Japanese restaurants. The chef, with
a smile, shared that he always
remained open to learning. Starting
at a junior level, he had the
opportunity to work with some of
the best chefs, and today, he has
risen through the ranks.
We began our lunch eagerly. The
first one was Yo! Guppy, which had
a subtle hint of wasabi with a sour

mix. It was so delightful that we
ordered another round. On the
culinary front, we began with the
fried calamari. I was expecting the
typical breaded calamari, but what
arrived was a delightful surprise.
The calamari was pan-fried a la
plancha style, seared in high heat,
and served with quality olives,
cherry tomatoes, and pepper coulis.
Absolutely delicious, though it
reminded me more of Spanish tapas.
A side of garlic bread would have
perfected this dish for me.
The salmon tartare is another dish
worth trying, with fresh avocado,
tobiko for crunch, and umami
flavors from bonito mayo. The
braised eel on top of pan-fried sushi
rice was delightful, though I would
have preferred it served in smaller
pieces for easier eating with
chopsticks.
The only disappointing dish on the

menu was the Ramen burger,
where the noodles were
shaped into a bun. Once a
popular trend on the internet
and globally, I found the
ramen to be overly crispy,
and the pork belly, bacon,
and tomatoes overloaded the
burger. While it may be
visually appealing for

Instagram, consuming all the
ingredients in one bite
proved to be a challenge.
The meal ended on a sweet
note with a deconstructed
banoffee cake, featuring
toffee sauce and caramelized
banana served with fresh
cream alongside banana cake.
In a world where most
brands struggle to survive
even a few months, Guppy is
celebrating its 10th
anniversary. For a city known
for its love of butter chicken,
Guppy not only serves but
also educates many Delhiites
about Japanese flavors,
becoming a favorite among
its patrons. This achievement
is truly commendable.

Author is a food critic and
founder of the Big F Awards
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Afew players will suffer, but let
it be,” said legendary former
India captain Kapil Dev on

Friday as he backed the BCCI’s
decision to terminate central
contracts for lack of commitment
to domestic cricket, calling it a
much-needed step to protect
marquee first-class events like the
Ranji Trophy.
Ishan Kishan and Shreyas Iyer were
on Wednesday excluded from the
BCCI’s central contracts after
ignoring the board’s diktat to play
in the Ranji Trophy. The decision
evoked mixed reactions with some
former players like Kirti Azad and
Irfan Pathan backing the out-of-
favour duo.
Kapil refrained from taking names
but said the BCCI’s decision to
assert the importance of domestic
cricket was long overdue.
“Yes, few players will suffer, kuch

logon ko taqleef hogi, hone do lekin
desh se badhkar koi nahi hai (some
people will feel hurt but let it be
because nobody is bigger than the
country). Well done,” he said.
“I congratulate the BCCI for taking
the much needed step to protect the
status of domestic cricket. I was sad
to see domestic cricket being given
the skip by players once they had
established themselves in
international cricket,” the captain of
the 1983 World Cup-winning side
observed in his statement.
The BCCI, while announcing the
central contracts, urged the players
to give due importance to domestic
competitions.
The 25-year-old Kishan did not
turn up for Jharkhand throughout
the team’s campaign in Ranji
Trophy despite not being on
national duty after leaving the tour
of South Africa in December citing
personal reasons. He instead
focussed on preparing for the IPL

next month for his franchise
Mumbai Indians.

Iyer, on the other hand, did not
make himself available for

Mumbai’s Ranji quarterfinal
against Baroda after being excluded

from the Indian team after the
second Test against England. He,
however, has been picked for
Mumbai’s Ranji semifinal against
Tamil Nadu starting March 2.
“It was high time the message was
given and this strong step by the
BCCI will go a long way in
restoring the prestige of domestic
cricket,” he added.
Kapil asserted that it was the duty
of established stars to play domestic
cricket as they owe their success to
their respective states. 
“I have always believed in the
process of international players
making themselves available to play
for their respective states. It helps
them extend their support to
domestic players. Also it is a nice
way to pay back for the services
rendered by the state association in
grooming a player,” he said.
Kapil also expressed his gratitude to
the BCCI for enhancing the
pension of former cricketers, saying

it has come as a major relief to
families of several yesteryear
players.
In 2022, the board had announced
a hike in the monthly pensions of
former cricketers — both men and
women.
Former first-class men’s cricketers,
who earlier got Rs 15,000 per
month are now getting Rs 30,000,
while former Test players, who got
Rs 37,500, are now getting Rs
60,000.
Women international players, who
received Rs 30,000 prior to the
revision are now receiving Rs
52,500, while first-class cricketers
who retired before 2003 and were
getting Rs 22,500 are now getting
Rs 45,000.
“I am also happy that the BCCI has
increased the pension amount of
the players. This was a much
needed boost to those whose family
depends on the pension received,”
added Kapil. 

KAPIL BACKS BCCI STRICTNESS ON DOMESTIC CRICKET
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The almost comical run out of
Kane Williamson for a second-

ball duck was one of many setbacks
suffered by New Zealand on the
second day of the first test Friday as
it fell 217 runs behind Australia.
That was until the very end of the
day when Australia batted for a
second time after passing up the
chance to make New Zealand
follow on. Tim Southee dismissed
Steve Smith and Marnus
Labuschagne to have Australia 13-2
in its second innings after it had led
by 204 on the first.
At stumps Usman Khawaja was 5
not out and nightwatchman
Nathan Lyon was 6 not out. Lyon
was dropped at slip by Tim Southee
off the last ball of the day.
Smith was out for a duck to the
third ball of the innings, bowled by
Southee, and Labuschagne fell to
Southee in the fifth over for 2. After
falling for 1 in the first innings, it
was Labuschagne’s lowest aggregate
score in a test in his career. They
were the 12th and 13th wickets to
fall in the day which mostly had
not gone New Zealand’s way.
First, New Zealand needed more
than a full session to claim one
wicket and end Australia’s first
innings. In that time Cameron

Green and Josh Hazlewood put on
116 runs to increase Australia’s
total from 279-9 after the first day
to 383. Green finished 174 not out.
Then New Zealand lost three
wickets at 12 and two at 29, was 29-
5 before Glenn Phillips’ half
century from 41 balls slowed its
steady downhill slide.
New Zealand eventually was all out
for 179 in 43.1 overs, a deficit of
204. Phillips made 71 and Matt
Henry 42.
“Obviously the way Cam Green
played with Hazlewood, they put
on a massive partnership and that
wasn’t exactly ideal for us wanting
to wrap up the tail,” Phillips said.
“At the end that’s what test cricket is
about.”
New Zealand always will be able to
look back and pinpoint where this
match began to get away from it. It
started on the second day when
Australia was 89-4 and Mitch
Marsh made a fast 40 in a 67-run
fifth-wicket partnership which
seemed to energize Cameron
Green.
Green went on to reach his century
in the last over of the first day and
was able to form an heroic last-
wicket partnership with
Hazlewood which frustrated New
Zealand for all of the first session
and an additional 20 minutes

before Hazlewood fell for 22.
This test match is the first in eight
years between New Zealand and
Australia in New Zealand, has been
much anticipated and this match at
the Basin Reserve is sold out on all
five days.
Watching Australia go from 267-9
on day one when the match was
about even to 383 when Australia
was totally in charge left fans
dispirited.
Tom Latham fell for 5 when New
Zealand was 12, changing his
decision to leave a ball from
Mitchell Starc too late and
directing the ball back onto his
stumps.
Then disaster. Williamson played a
ball from Starc back past the
bowler. Will Young at the non-
striker’s end turned to watch the
ball, then looked up to see
Williamson had set off for a run.
Young turned to see the ball
heading straight to mid off and
looked again to see Williamson
bearing down on him on a collision
course.
As Young swerved to his left,
Williamson dodged to his right and
the pair collided in mid-pitch as
Starc tried to take evasive action.
Williamson was stranded as
Marnus Labuschagne’s throw hit
the stumps directly at the non-

striker’s end.
Williamson walked off without
looking back. New Zealand had
lost two wickets in two balls and
that became three in five when
Rachin Ravindra drove too freely
too early in his innings and sliced
the ball directly to Nathan Lyon at
point.
Wicketkeeper Alex Carey caught
Daryl Mitchell (11) off Cummins
from the last ball of the 17th over
and Young (9) from Mitch March
off the first ball of the 18th as New
Zealand slumped to 29-5.
Phillips and Tom Blundell
provided New Zealand’s first real
period of competitiveness in all of
the second day in a partnership of
84 for the sixth wicket. Both played
aggressively and runs came quickly.
Phillips reached his third test half
century, his second against
Australia and his first in New
Zealand. But Blundell fell next ball,
caught by Travis Head at short leg
off Nathan Lyon and the innings
sputtered again.
Phillips was out for 71 off 70 balls
and Henry took his 42 runs from
34 balls with four sixes as New
Zealand briefly looked like
avoiding the follow-on. But he
holed to Labuschagne off Nathan
Lyon with New Zealand still four
runs short.
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Mumbai captain Ajinkya
Rahane on Friday backed

Shreyas Iyer to put the contrac-
tual turmoil behind him and
deliver a punchy performance
for the team in the Ranji Trophy
semifinal against Tamil Nadu,
beginning here on Saturday.
Shreyas along with Jharkhand’s
Ishan Kishan were not consid-
ered for the annual central
contracts after both the players
skipped the Ranji matches of
their respective teams in viola-
tion of BCCI’s diktat.
Shreyas sat out of Mumbai’s
quarterfinal against Baroda
here while complaining of back
pain.
“He’s an experienced player. His
contribution has been amazing
whenever he turned up for
Mumbai. We are thrilled to
have him in our team for the
semifinal,” Rahane told the
media here at the BKC Ground. 
Rahane said Shreyas would not
require any extra motivation to
do well for Mumbai against TN.
“I don’t think he needs any
encouragement or advice. He
has always contributed with the
bat for Mumbai, and him being
around other players in the
dressing room will also help the
team’s cause,” said Rahane. 
However, Rahane himself is
waging a personal battle after
scoring just 115 runs from six
matches at an average of 12.77
with a lone fifty.

But the 35-year-old did not read
much into those anaemic num-
bers.
“It’s just a phase and you have
to respect it (not scoring runs).
When you’re batting well and
scoring runs, it happens consis-
tently. There’s nothing wrong
with my batting. I just have to
remain positive and back my
game and instinct,” he said.
Rahane said he needed to bat
freely to get back into his run-
scoring ways.
“I just have to go out there and
play freely. I feel as a player you
have to be confident and respect
a phase, move forward and
learn whatever you can. You
don’t want to go too far ahead,”
he added. 
Rahane confirmed that opener
Prithvi Shaw has recovered
from a finger injury which had
forced him to bat in the middle-
order during the quarterfinal. 
“His finger was hurt, that’s why
he came down the order. We
wanted him to go before
Musheer (Khan). But obvious-
ly, because of the injection’s
effect, he had to go after him,”
Rahane said. 
Rahane hoped that Shaw, who
has made 389 runs from four
matches at an average of 64.83,
would find his A game against
Tamil Nadu. 
“Prithvi is really aggressive and
he gets those runs very quick-
ly. As a batsman, I don’t think
he (has) changed much. He’s
hungry to score runs. That’s

what we want from Prithvi. We
don’t want him to change his
game,” Rahane said. 
He said Mumbai will adopt a
pressure-free approach in this
game.
“We are playing really well. We
don’t want to think about the
quarterfinal, semifinal or final.
It is just another game for us. If
we can do that and be in the
moment as a team and individ-
uals, it will help us,” Rahane
noted. 
Rahane was obviously pleased
with the hundreds Tanush
Kotian and Tushar Deshpande,
the No 10 and 11, made in the
last outing and said such efforts
will add a lot of meat to the
whole batting unit.
“Everyone is working really
hard, especially the bowlers,
with their batting. I think when
No. 8, 9, 10, 11, contribute with
the bat, it becomes really cru-
cial for the team.
Those guys have worked real-
ly hard throughout the season
on their batting, you know,
those extra 15-20 minutes after
they bowl (at nets). It’s paying
off.”
Rahane said Kotian has the
potential to become an all-
rounder.
“I’m happy for Tanush because
earlier he has made those cru-
cial 70s, 80s and 90s. But I think
the hundred he got is a bench-
mark (for him). He has the cal-
ibre to become a good all-
rounder,” Rahane signed off. 
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Former England captain Michael
Vaughan feels England have

discovered a “world-class superstar” in
young off-spinner Shoaib Bashir, who
has the skills to emulate the success of
India’s Ravichandran Ashwin.
Despite England’s five-wicket loss in
Ranchi, 20-year-old Bashir, playing only
his second Test, impressed as he returned
with a match haul of eight wickets. His
magnificent performance included a
five-wicket haul in the first innings.
Ashwin, on the other hand, is regarded as
one of the best off-spinners in the history
of Test cricket.
The senior spinner recently became only
the second Indian bowler to snare 500
wickets in the longest format and is set
for his 100th Test in Dharamsala next
week against England.
“One of the great weeks, celebrating
another world-class superstar that we’ve
unearthed, Shoaib Bashir. That’s what
we’re celebrating. Second Test match,
eight wickets, he’s the new Ravi Ashwin,
and we’ve unearthed him.

“So, we’re celebrating a new superstar in
English cricket,” Vaughan said on Club
Prairie Fire’s YouTube channel.
India handed England their first series
defeat under coach Brendon McCullum
and skipper Ben Stokes after winning the
fourth Test in Ranchi to take a 3-1 lead in

the ongoing series.
Vaughan backed England to win the
dead rubber in Dharamsala.
“They will go with their best XI. It’s going
to be cold in Dharamsala and it will suit
England. I expect England to win,”
Vaughan said. 

����� ��������	

Women’s red-ball cricket
will return to India’s

domestic calendar after six
years when the BCCI
conducts a Senior Inter Zonal
Multi-Day Trophy in Pune
from March 28. 
The move comes after the
Indian women’s team’s return
to Test cricket. The side has
played Tests against Australia
and England in the recent
years. Domestic red ball
cricket for women was last
held in 2018.
“It is a welcome step taken by
BCCI. The national team has
started playing Test cricket
again and we need the next
generation of cricketers to
play red ball cricket at the
domestic level,” former India
pacer Amita Sharma told PTI.
“I would also want red ball to
be played at the state level and
not just zonal level. Back in
the day we had both those
events,” she added.
The Maharashtra Cricket
Association will be hosting
the tournament which will
feature six teams,
representing East, West,
North, South, Central, and
North-East zones.
They will be competing in a
series of five matches to be
played across three days each,
which is a day more than the
two-day games played in the
2018 season.
The tournament will begin
right after the ongoing
Women’s Premier League,
which ends on March 17.
It will start with the
quarterfinals between East
Zone and North East Zone
and West Zone and Central
Zone on March 28 with the
semifinals slated on April 3.
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Big-hitting batter Shafali
Verma says she has made

minor adjustments to her
approach towards the game in
the last one year, which is
helping her convert good
starts into big knocks in the
ongoing Women’s Premier
League.
Verma struck a half century
and stitched a second-wicket
stand of 82 runs with Alice
Capsey (46) as Delhi Capitals
defeated Royal Challengers
Bangalore by 25 runs in a WPL
match here on Thursday night.
RCB could only muster up
169/9 in their 20 overs,
pursuing a 195-run victory
target.
“Last time in the WPL, I was
getting out in the 30s or 40s.
Those knocks taught me a lot.
I think because of that, now I
want to convert a 30 or 40-run
score into a 50 for the team

and for myself,” Verma told ‘Jio
Cinema’.
“The main change is a slight
adjustment in my mindset and
I want to take this forward,”
she added.
Verma’s team is currently top
of the table with two wins
from three matches. 
The 20-year-old Verma, who
became the youngest to play
cricket for India when she
debuted as a 15-year-old, also
acknowledged the positive
impact of playing alongside
seasoned Australian Meg
Lanning in her WPL team.
“When a very experienced
person is standing across from
you, your body language
changes on its own. Playing
with a player like that and
building partnerships is a great
privilege in my opinion.
“She has changed the game
with her batting,” she said. 
Delhi Capital will next taken
on Gujarat Giants on Sunday.
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