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he last meeting of the
TCouncil of Ministers of the

current Lok Sabha, led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday;, chaired a
brainstorming session on the
vision document for ‘Viksit
Bharat 2047’ at Sushma Swaraj
Bhawan. “Go and win. See you
soon,” Modi told in the last
meeting of the Council of
Ministers of the current term.
Confident of returning to power
post the General Elections in the
next couple of months, Modi and
his Ministers worked out a 100-
day agenda for “immediate steps
for quick implementation after
the formation of the new
Government in May’.
Government sources said the
Ministers discussed a detailed
action plan for the next five years.
The meeting came a day after the
BJP released the first list of its
candidates on 195 seats across 16
States, with the next set of lists due
in the next couple of days. Several
Ministries articulated their ideas
in the meeting, which was called
after an initiative by the PM
personally to understand the
vision of his council of Ministers
based on which he is to form the
next team if voted back,
Government sources said.
The roadmap for Viksit Bharat is
the result of more than two years
of intensive preparation by all the
Central Government Ministries
and departments.

RAISINA DIALOGUE

'the p

consultations with State
Governments, academia, industry
bodies, civil society, scientific
organisations, and mobilisation of
youth for seeking their ideas,
suggestions, and inputs. More
than 2,700 meetings, workshops,
and seminars were held at various

US MILITARY AIRCRAFT AIRDROP
THOUSANDS MEALS INTO GAZA

The roadmap for Viksit Bharat
has a comprehensive blueprint
with clearly articulated national
vision, aspirations, goals, and
action points. Its goals include
areas like economic growth,
SDGs, ease of living, ease of doing
business, infrastructure, social

1

www.dailypioneer.com

FINAL GALL FROM PM: KABHI ALVIDA NA KEHNA

PM Modi during his last Union Cabinet meeting
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is likely to be the last such get-
together before the Lok Sabha
polls are announced.

The Prime Minister has been
convening meetings of the entire
Council of Ministers periodically
to discuss key policy and
governance issues. However, this
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elections, expected to be held in
April-May.

While the Election Commission
is intensively preparing for the
polls, likely to be announced early
next week, Modi has a tightly
packed schedule. He is expected
to attend 29 programmes spread
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NAFRAT KI DUNIYA
CHHODO, SAYS BJP

RAJESH KUMAR M NEW DELHI

In what can be seen as a move to
undergo an ‘image makeover, the
BJP leadership has made it clear that
there is no space for hate speeches

that serve as fodder for the
Opposition and embarrass the
ruling party.

The BJP dropped controversial
figures like Bhopal MP Sadhhvi
Pragya Singh Thakur and MPs
Parvesh Singh Verma and Ramesh
Bidhuri from Delhi, as well as Jayant
Sinha from Hazaribagh, Jharkhand.
Pragya was removed due to her
comments on Kkilled ATS chief
Hemant Karkare and Godse, while
Parvesh and Bidhuri were sidelined
for hate speeches disturbing
communal harmony. These leaders
have courted controversies with
#rlo,)

the
elections, Pragya gained prominence
as one of the ‘giant killers; securing

During 2019 Lok Sabha

victory  over  Congress
stalwart Digvijaya Singh
by an impressive margin

their remarks inside and
outside Parliament. Hours

before the .Qt’ vOK & { of 3,64,822 votes.

announcement of the .~ v Despite her electoral
first list, Sinha opted = ® ?;r_ success, Pragya ‘s
out of the Lok Sabha tenure has  been
polls, anticipating that 'E‘IHI marred by

he would not be given a
ticket this time.

This sends a clear message
that the BJP is more ‘Gmage
conscious than ever as it faces the
might of the INDIA alliance, a

controversies. Pragya,
who is an accused in the
2008 Malegaon bombings
case, was out on bail on
health grounds and attempted
various means like playing kabaddi
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“It involved a whole of
Government approach involving
all Ministries and wide-ranging

levels. Suggestions of more than
20 lakh youth were received,
Government officials said.

welfare, etc,” the sources said.
Several
their ideas in the meeting, which

Ministries articulated

the

particular meeting has assumed
political significance in light of
upcoming Lok

across

Sabha

12 States and Union
Territories over the next 10 days.

Continued on Page 2

conglomeration of 31
parties.
replaced Pragya with Alok Sharma.

political
In Bhopal, the BJP has

and attending garba nights to stay
away from controversy.

Continued on Page 2

Dr Harshvardhan Bids Farewell to Politics

Bhojpuri actor Pawan
opts out of Asansol

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

first list of candidates for

Former Union Minister and
senior BJP leader Dr Harsh

Lok Sabha polls, dropping two-
term MP Harsh Vardhan from
Chandni Chowk Lok Sabha seat
and naming Praveen Khandelwal

as its candidate instead. In a post
on X, he said he is returning to his
ENT clinic at Krishna Nagar.

Sources said Vardhan was denied

Vardhan on Sunday ticket from Chandni Chowk
announced his decision due to non-performance,
to quit politics to return - V1o } mismanagement during
to his roots (medical Q* LOK o , Covid-19 and
profession), after an = 4 %o = disconnect from
illustrious  electoral e = locals and party
career spanning over ()2 | karyakartas. Vardhan
three decades. S was replaced by
This came a day after &y, Y Mansukh Mandaviya
the BJP announced its Epod in mid-2021 during the

height of the Covid-19
crisis. He was removed from the
council of Ministers as part of a
reshuffle.
“After over thirty years of a

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

Bho;purl singer-actor Pawan
Singh withdrew his name
from the Lok Sabha poll contest
for the Asansol seat in West
Bengal on Sunday, a day after
the BJP named him as its
candidate for the constituency

currently  represented by
Trinamool Congress’s
Shatrughan Sinha.

In a post on X, Singh thanked
the BJP leadership for his
candidature but added that he
would not be able to contest
from Asansol “due to some
reason.”
Though he did not specify the
reason behind his decision, his
candidature  had drawn
criticism from the TMC, which
is in power in West Bengal.
Continued on Page 2

glorious electoral career, during
which I won all the five Assembly
and two parliamentary elections
that I fought with exemplary
margins, and held a multitude of
prestigious positions in the party
organisation and the
Governments at the State and
Centre I finally bow out to return
to my roots,” his post read.
“I move on, I really can’t wait. I
have promises to keep .. and miles
to go before I sleep !! T have a
dream and I know your
blessings shall always remain with
e . My ENT clinic at Krishna
Nagar too awaits my return,” he
added.
Vardhan said he was grateful for

the opportunity to defend his
fellow citizens during times of
crisis. He credited his success to
the support of his party workers,
supporters, and leaders.
“Service to mankind was my
motto when I joined MBBS in
GSVM Medical College, Kanpur
fifty years back with a desire to
help the poor and needy. A
swayamsewak at heart, I have
always been an ardent admirer of
Deen Dayal Upadhyay’s
Antodaya philosophy of striving
to serve the last man in the queue.
It was at the insistence of the then
RSS leadership that I jumped into
the electoral fray”

Continued on Page 2

INDIA Bloc kickstarts in Patna
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The Opposition Bloc INDIA
virtually sounded the bugle
for the upcoming Lok Sabha polls
on Sunday when top leaders,
including Rahul Gandhi of the
Congress, converged in Bihar’s
Capital for a mammoth rally.
Those who addressed the
gathering included RJD supremo
Lalu Prasad, former Bihar Deputy
CM  Tejashwi  Yadav, and
Samajwadi Party president and
former Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav, who
stated, “great thrones are shaken
when enthusiastic youngsters
come together (jab joshile
naujawan mil jaate hain, bade
bade takht hil jaate hain)”.

Rahul, who had flown down from
Madhya Pradesh, taking a break
from his ‘Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra,

Congress preS|den l\/|a|||kar1un Kharge with party Ieader Rahul Gandhi, RJD chlef Lalu Prasad
party leader Tejashwi Yadav, Samajwadi Party President Akhilesh Yadav and other Opposition
leaders during ‘Jan Vishwas Rally’, in Patna, on Sunday PTI

spoke before AICC president
Mallikarjun Kharge, and returned
for the mass outreach programme.
Left leaders like Sitaram Yechury,
D  Raja, and  Dipankar
Bhattacharya, general secretaries

of CPI(M), CPI, and CPI(ML)
respectively, were also present as
part of the stakeholders of the
INDIA Bloc.

The rally attracted a huge crowd,
with many supporters of the RJD

reaching the city on Saturday
night and putting up tents erected
at  various  places  where
sumptuous meals were on offer.
People had started pouring into
Gandhi Maidan since early
morning, and despite the heavens
opening, most of them stayed
until the rally concluded in the
evening.
The former Congress president
made a brief, about 15-minute-
long, speech and charged the
Narendra Modi Government at
the Centre with “working for only
two-three super-rich people and
neglecting Dalits and backward
classes who comprise 73 per cent
of the population” Kharge, after
whom the ‘Jan Vishwas Maha
Rally’ was signed off by RJD
president Lalu, lambasted Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar for
his recent volte-face.

Continued on Page 2
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As winter starts to recede in
most parts of India, rain and
hailstorm have gripped several
regions, with the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) predicting thunderstorms
and light to moderate rainfall
over the next few days in several
States due to formation of
western disturbance.

An avalanche hit a village in
Himachal Pradesh’s Lahaul and
Spiti district in the wee hours of
Sunday, obstructing the flow of
Chenab and triggering an alert in
the adjoining area.

Heavy snow and rainfall in
Himachal Pradesh in the past
two days have triggered over half
a dozen avalanches and
landslides, leading to closure of
over 500 roads, including five

national highways. So far no
casualty has been reported in any
of the avalanches.

As many as six persons died in
separate  lightning  strike
incidents in Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana as rain and hailstorms

lashed parts here.
Flow of Chenab river was
obstructed following an

avalanche at Dara Waterfall near
Jasrat village in Lahaul and Spiti.

The district, located at a high
altitude, reported heavy snowfall
in the past 24 hours.

“Intense spell of rainfall/snowfall

is likely to continue over
Himachal Pradesh &
Uttarakhand and moderate

thunderstorm/hailstorm activity
over East Uttar Pradesh, Bihar &
Sikkim on today and significant
decrease thereafter.

Continued on Page 2

Elephantine problem hits Kerala this festive season

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN M KOCHI

t is the Pooram season in

Kerala and Pooram, the
Malayalam word for ‘festival of
festivals, is celebrated with
great gaiety and exuberance in
temples, both big and small.
This is the time of year when
expatriate Malayalees visit
their hometowns to partake in
the Pooram festivities in their
villages. The two indispensable
elements of these Poorams
are caparisoned elephants and
Panchavadyam/Thayambaka,
a fusion of percussion instru-

ments played by more than a
hundred artists, while the
tuskers wave their ears and
tails in appreciation of the
music.

As the Pooram season gains
momentum, a debate ensues
among Pooram enthusiasts
and animal rights activists
regarding the cruelty inflicted
upon elephants. There was a
time when festivals in
Aarattupuzha and Thrissur
featured hundreds of elephants
adorned with Alavattam,
Venchamaram, and umbrellas
of varying colours and shapes.

However, as the number of
domesticated elephants has
decreased, the hiring of ele-
phants for Pooram has become
a costly proposition.

“There are just 500 domesti-
cated elephants in Kerala as
owners of the pachyderms are
finding it difficult to rear ele-
phants. Kerala is in need of
more elephants as the Forest
Department has stopped trap-
ping elephants from forests,”
said Rameshan, an elephant
lover based in Palakkadu,
whose tea shop is dotted with
pictures of hundreds of ele-

without elephants.

Ramesh.

phants. Rameshan says there
can be no temple festivals

“It is a tradition dating back
to hundreds of years,” said

V K Venkitachalam, chair-
man, Heritage Anoimal Task
Force, is waging a battle
against deploying elephants
for temple festivals. “The cru-
elty meted out to these ele-
phants by their mahouts and
owners put human beings to
hang their heads in shame.
Elephants are made to stand
from 7 am to 9 pm without

affair.

any break and that too in
scorching sun. There is no
hard and fast rule that temple
festivals should have ele-
phants,” said Venkitachalam.
He pointed out that three to
four tuskers were killed while
they were being tranquilised
and called for a probe into the

The daily rent for an elephant
to be paraded in the Pooram
varies from 1,00,000 to
$1,50,000/. This is in addition
to the transportation charge as
there are rules that the tuskers
should be ferried in trucks

from its place of residence to
the temple and back. “It is true
that there is severe shortage of
elephants in the State. Laws
should be amended to make
elephant rearing a viable busi-
ness,” Ramesh.
Noted ecologist and animal
rights activist Dr Nanditha
Krishna of CPR
Environmental Education
Centre, Chennai, is of the
opinion that the scriptures
do not mention about deploy-
ing elephants during Temple
Festivals.

Continued on Page 2
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Good Government prior,

PNS B GORAKHPUR

Ch1ef Minister Yogi
Adityanath, on Sunday,
said that a good government’s
priority was to serve people.
He praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership,
stating that the double-engine
government focuses on both
development and the welfare of
the poor, ensuring prosperity
along with security, livelihood
and respect for faith.

The chief minister performed
the bhoomi-pujan and laid the
foundation stone of the first
veterinary science college of
eastern Uttar Pradesh at Tal
Nador, Gorakhpur. The con-
struction of this college, to be
built on 80 acres, will cost
around Rs 350 crore.

Addressing the gathering, Chief
Minister Yogi said in the pre-
vious governments, people
were troubled by goons and
mafia and only a few benefit-
ed from the schemes, while the
majority of the public kept
watching helplessly.

He emphasised that under the
current government, everyone
was benefiting from the
schemes without any discrim-
ination.

The chief minister mentioned
that under the leadership of
Prime Minister Modi, the
strength of the new India is res-
onating worldwide. “Such a
government has never been
seen before, and it is essential
to understand this and support
the Modi government once
again in the upcoming Lok

Sabha elections, realising the
slogan of ‘Abki Baar, Chaar Sau
Paar,” he stated.

Chief Minister Yogi assured the
people that the veterinary sci-
ence college being built at Tal
Nador would be transformed
into a university in the future,
making Gorakhpur home to

five universities. He mentioned
that the college will not only
focus on animal healthcare but
also undertake breed improve-
ments. “Fisheries related pro-
grammes will also be taken for-
ward here. The college aims to
provide education for aspiring
veterinarians, offering them a
new platform to build their
careers,” he added.

The chief minister explained
that the design of the college is
inspired by the vision of King
Shalihotra of Shravasti, who, in
the third century, composed
the Shalihotra Samhita and
contributed to the prosperity of
the livestock sector.

He further mentioned that
Dakshinanchal, which
remained underdeveloped for
along time, is now progressing

rapidly under the double-
engine government. An inter-
national stadium will soon be
built in this area, along with
Varanasi four-lane road and the
College of Veterinary Sciences.
The municipal corporation is
planning to establish a 50-acre
cow shelter near the college, he
added.

Discussing the development
of Gorakhpur, the chief minis-
ter mentioned that the fertilis-
er factory, which was closed
during the Congress govern-
ment, was restarted by the
Modi government. “A new
ATIMS has been established in
Gorakhpur, and the Link
Expressway is about to become
operational. The establishment
of large-scale industries in
GIDA (Gorakhpur Industrial

fy is to serve people: Yoo

Development Authority) has
provided employment to 5,000
youths in the region,” he added.
The chief minister mentioned
the consecration of Lord Ram’s
idol in Ayodhya, comparing the
transformation of the city
under the present government
with the situation during oppo-
sition governments, which
ordered firing on the devotees
of Lord Ram. He noted that the
blessings of the deity and
prasad (offering) are also avail-
able.

Seeking support for MP Ravi
Kishan Shukla, the candidate
from Gorakhpur in the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections, Chief
Minister Yogi said that every
party worker would go door to
door posing as Ravi Kishan and
ask for votes.
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Calcutta HC judge to
resign, may join BJP

SAUGAR SENGUPTA l KOLKATA

ustice Abhijeet
JGangopadhyay the much

andied “people’s judge” of the
Calcutta High Court on
Sunday announced his deci-
sion to resign from his post
and join politics.
“I have decided to descend in
a larger field... I will join pol-
itics and may join any of the
parties ... It could be Left,
Congress or the BJP; the Judge
who is responsible for sending
many politicians including
Trinamool Congress minis-
ters, and MLAs to jail said.
Justice Gangopadhyay is like-
ly to formally resign on
Tuesday as per Article 2017A.
He has been handling school

services recruitment cases
Though he would not say as to
which party he would join
sources close to him said he
was going to join BJP and
most probably could contest
from Tamluk seat.

“I will not disclose which
party I will join,” he said
adding he would contest from
any seat that his party would
ask him to contest from.

Parents of missing seaman seek
PM intervention for son return

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
JAMMU

Aggrieved parents of the
missing Seaman Sahil

Verma, hailing from Jammu
Sunday made a passionate
appeal to the Prime Minister,
Defence Minister, and Home
Minister to ensure the safe
return of their missing son.
This appeal was made by the
parents a day after the Western
Naval Command of the Indian
Navy made public that a Naval
Board of Inquiry had been
ordered for detailed investiga-
tions to ascertain the where-
abouts of the missing Seaman
Sahil Verma.

Worried family members also
demanded a CBI probe into the
circumstances leading to his
“mysterious disappearance” at
sea from an Indian naval ship
while on deployment.

On Saturday, the Western
Naval Command posted a mes-
sage on its official handle on X,
“In an unfortunate incident,
Sahil Verma, Seaman II, has

been reported missing at sea
from (an) Indian Naval Ship
while on deployment since
February 27, 2024. The Navy
immediately launched a mas-
sive search operation with ships
and aircraft, which is continu-
ing”

In Jammu, the family members
are struggling to receive real-
time information in the
absence of any direct liaison
with the senior officers of the
Western Naval Command.
On Sunday, father Subash
Chander and mother Rama
Kumari — who live in the
Ghou Manhasan area of
Jammu — sought direct inter-
vention from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh, Home
Minister Amit Shah and
Jammu and Kashmir Lt
Governor Manoj Sinha to
ensure the safe return of their
missing son.

“It is astonishing that a soldier
went missing from his naval
ship and is not traceable. I have
been told that the CCTV cam-
eras installed on the ship did
not find anyone falling into the
sea. Then where is my son?”
Chander said at his residence
on the outskirts of the city.
Referring to the information
shared by the superior officers
so far Chander said, “We gota
call on February 29 informing
that our son went missing on
board the ship two days before
that ... we last talked to him on
Sunday (February 25) and
nothing is known (about) what
happened to him?”

“We want the government to
hand over the case to the CBI
(Central Bureau of
Investigation) for a thorough
probe. He was on duty and is
missing,” he added.

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN W KOCH]I

Raphel, veteran journalist

the CAA and Farm Reforms

12 names 'annoned by BJP in Kerala

Though the current situa-
tion in the State and the
strong anti-incumbency wave
against the CPI(M) led Kerala
Government looked
favourable for forces opposed
to the Marxists, the names of
12 BJP candidates announced
on Saturday evening has
dampened the spirit of the
Hindutva party activists and
supporters.

“The only thing which we
could say after going through
the list of 12 names
announced by the BJP High
Command is that there is no
possibility of the Lotus
blooming this time too in the
State,” said a veteran BJP
leader who has been with the
party since its previous incar-
nation as Jan Sangh. The
leader, who never aspired for
any power or position in the
party said that the names
announced on Saturday do
not inspire the voters. “These
names are hard to sell in
Kerala,” he said.

Even union minister V
Muraleedharan, who is the

i

BJP candidate from Attingal
constituency was cautious in
his reaction. “The Kerala vot-
ers had always voted against
the pattern followed by their
north Indian counterparts.
But this time, the good works
done by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is certain to
make a change in the State,”
said Muraleedharan. But the
union minister steered clear
from making any comments
on the Prime Minister’s fore-
cast that the NDA would
cross double digit mark in
Kerala.

The initial euphoria created
by suresh Gopi, the film

actor-turned-politician at
Thrissur is slowly dying down
as the sitting MP T N
Prathapan of Indian National
Congress and Sunil Kumar,
the challenger from the CPI
getting into high pitch cam-
paign. “Suresh Gopi will win
from Thrissur if the BJP
workers and activists vote for
him. But if the past records
are any indication, it is
unlikely because of the group
war and caste dynamics. The
Eezhavas in the party are
likely to vote for the CPI
candidate and there is a pos-
sibility of the BJP candidate
finishing third,” said Raju

based in Thrissur.
Candidates like M T Ramesh

(Kozhikode), Praaful
Krishnan (Vatakara), C
Reghunath (Kannur),

Niveditha Subramaniam
(Ponnani) C Krishnakumar
(Palakkadu) and Shobha
Surendran (Alappuzha ) are
likely to end up as also rans,
according to many BJP lead-
ers who spoke to The Pioneer.
Thiruvananthapuram will see
Union Minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar taking on
Sashi Tharoor of INC.
Though Tharoor’s track
record as MP during the last
three terms are not impres-
sive, even his rivals in the
party agree that the playboy
politician would register a
smooth sailing.

Chandrasekhar, a business
baron who owns Asianet
News, a Malayalan TV chan-
nel may have to do a lot of
explaining to the voters as his
channel is the most virulent
critic of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the BJP.
The channel was in the fore-
front of the agitation against

Bill. It is interesting to see
how the channel is going to
handle the bout between
Chandrasekhar and Tharoor.
It was widely believed that P
C Gorge, the seven-time leg-
islator who joined the party
would be fielded from
Pathanamthitta but the tick-
et has been given to Anil
antony, the elder son of A K
Antony, veteran Congress
leader. Though GGeorge
sounded unconcerned about
missing the bus, he made it
clear that Anil may have to be
taken all around the con-
stituency to be introduced to
the voters as he is not known
widely.

Some of the seat expectants,
seeing the writing on the wall
have made a strategic with-
drawal from the race and are
trying to get accommodated
in any of the Raj Bhavans in
the country.

“Some are being supported
and propped up by living
saints and gurus,” said a
woman leader who too
expressed her unhappiness
in not getting a party ticket.

NH 44 closed
due to
damaged road
near Panthyal

PNS B JAMMU

The National Highway con-
necting the Union Territory
of Jammu Kashmir with the rest
of India suffered damages near
Panthyal after a major portion of
the road link connecting the T-
5 tunnel was washed away dur-
ing the fresh spell of heavy rains
in the region.

The vulnerable road patch wit-
nessed a similar episode in July
2023, a few months after the T-
5 tunnel was thrown open for
vehicular movement giving relief
to the hapless commuters tired
of maneuvering their vehicles
through the makeshift tunnel to
prevent getting hit by shooting
stones.The traffic police depart-
ment Sunday while posting the
latest image of the road condition
advised commuters to avoid
traveling on the National
Highway -44 due to a damaged
road near Panthyal.

The road clearing operations
were also going on along sever-
al patches near Nachlana, Dalwas
due to landslides and shooting
stones.

Traffic on the National Highway
was not allowed for the second
consecutive day on Sunday,
owing to landslides, mudslides
and shooting stones.The multi-
ple landslides triggered by inces-
sant rains between Banihal and
Ramban led the highway to be
blocked since Saturday. However,
with the improvement of the
weather, NHAT has stepped up
efforts to ensure the early open-
ing of the arterial road.

INDIA Bloc kickstarts...

From Page 1

Lauding Lalu’s son and heir
apparent  Tejashwi  for
ensuring that jobs were
created on a large scale during
the 17-month-period the
latter occupied the Deputy
CMs post, Kharge said, “Your
chacha (referring to Nitish)
has done a flip-flop. He may
do so again. But do not accept
him henceforth?”

Notably, Kumar, who heads
the JD(U), had allied with
RJD-Congress and  Left
combine in 2022, snapping
ties with the BJP which he
accused of trying to engineer a
split in his own party.

He played a key role in the
formation of the INDIA Bloc,
though after returning to the
NDA, he has been claiming
that he was never happy with
the way things moved forward
in the Opposition coalition
and that even the acronym did
not have his approval.

Lalu, arch-rival of Nitish, who

signed off his speech in style
asking the crowds to “be
prepared for the upcoming
elections and said he will be
there to boost morale of the
people as they vote to drive
out Modi from power at the
Centre”.Recalling ~ Kumar’s
first volte face in 2017, the
RJD president said, “I had not
hurled any abuses at Nitish
back then, only called him
‘palturam’ (turncoat). The
label has stuck to his persona
by virtue of his own deeds. I
can see funny videos about
him on social media and
wonder whether these do not
drive him to shame”

The wily leader had recently
fished in the Bihar NDA’
troubled waters by claiming
his “doors were always open”
for the JD(U) boss, who has
aligned with the BJP despite
the party maintaining that it
will pursue the ambition of
forming its own Government
in Bihar.

Elephantine...
From Page 1

“The biggest celebration in
Sanatana Dharma was the return
of Lord Rama and Sita to
Ayodhya after defeating
Raavana. It was mentioned that
people in Ayodhya celebrated the
Lord’s return after 14 years of
exile by lighting Diya and this
became Diwali. But there is no
mention about elephants being
paraded during the celebrations.
It is all the handiwork of some
abnormal kings,” said Dr
Krishna’Please remember that
though Thrissur Pooram, the
mother of all festivals, is cele-
brated for a day, the district is
busy round-the-year with prepa-
rations for the next Pooram. It
has turned out to be an industry
that sustains the livelihood of
thousands of people engaged in
various works associated with
Pooram. Though labelled as a
Hindu festival, the Pooram is a
venture by people belonging to
different religions and commu-
nities making it a celebration of
humanity.

Bhojpuri
actor Pawan
opts out...

From Page 1

The TMC alleged that many
of his songs were crude and
depicted women, including
those from the State, in a
vulgar way.

TMC  national  general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee
shared Singh’s post on X and
said, “The indomitable spirit
and power of the people of
West Bengal”

TMC leader Santanu Sen
alleged that the BJP speaks
about women empowerment,
but in reality they are anti-
women.

Asansol is home to a sizeable
migrant population, and the
BJP had hoped that Singh
would be an effective counter
to Sinha, the actor-politician
who was in the saffron party
for decades before walking
out in 2019.

FINAL CALL
FROM PM:
KABHI...

From Page 1

Government officials said the
PM will visit Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, Odisha, West Bengal,
Bihar, Jammu and Kashmir,
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Uttar  Pradesh,  Gujarat,
Rajasthan, and launch projects
in Delhi as well.

On Monday, he will unveil
multiple development projects
in Adilabad, Telangana, and
later visit the Bharatiya

Nabhikiya Vidyut Nigam
Limited  (BHAVINI) _ in
Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu. He
will address public meetings in
Adilabad as well as Chennai. A
five-tier security arrangement
has been made for Modi’s visit
to Chennai on March 4.

Modi will launch several
projects in  Sangareddy,
Telangana, on March 5 and
address an event before
traveling to Odisha, where he
will inaugurate and lay the
foundation stones of numerous
development initiatives. He
will then address a public
meeting in  Chandikhole,
Odisha, before traveling to
West Bengal.

On March 6, he will unveil
development  projects in
Kolkata and address a public
meeting in Barasat. He will
then travel to Bihar and
inaugurate and lay the
foundation stones of multiple
development  projects in
Bettiah.

The Prime Minister will be in
Jammu and Kashmir on March
7 and attend a media event in
Delhi in the evening.

On March 8, he will participate
in the first-ever National
Creator’s Award in Delhi and
then leave for Assam in the
evening. Modi will inaugurate
the Sela tunnel in Arunachal
Pradesh’s West Kameng and

then unveil
development
Itanagar.

Later, he will unveil a statue of
legendary ~ Ahom  army
commander Lachit Borphukan
in Jorhat, Assam. Thereafter,
he will inaugurate and lay the
foundation stones of multiple
development  projects in
Jorhat, the officials said. He
will also visit West Bengal and
launch development projects
in Siliguri and address a public
meeting there.

On March 10, Modi will be in
Uttar Pradesh and will
dedicate to the nation various
projects in Azamgarh, they
said.

multiple
projects  in

NAFRAT
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Her remarks on Nathuram
Godse, whom she called a
‘patriot; also did not sit well
with the BJP. Her conduct
earned censure from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Five
years later, she lost her seat.
She stirred controversy with
remarks on former Mumbai
ATS chief Hemant Karkare,
who died during the 2008
terror attacks, suggesting he
was killed because of her
‘curse! Additionally, her lack
of activity in her constituency
worked against her.

A notable absence in the BJP
list that surprised many was
West Delhi MP Parvesh Sahib
Singh Verma, a two-time MP
and son of former Chief
Minister Sahib Singh Verma.
Before the 2020 Delhi
elections, Verma made
incendiary remarks during
the Shaheen Bagh protest,
suggesting the demonstrators
would be cleared in an hour if
the BJP came to power in the
national Capital. Last year,
reports emerged that the BJP
leadership strongly
condemned Verma’s remarks,
which called for an “economic
boycott” of a particular
community. Verma made
these comments during a
gathering titled “Virat Hindu
Sabha, organised by the local
unit of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad and other Hindu
organisations in East Delhi on
October 9 last year. In his
speech, Verma advocated for
a “complete boycott” of “these
people,” without explicitly
naming any  particular
community.

South Delhi MP Ramesh

Bidhuri recently came under
scrutiny for making hate
remarks in Parliament during
a discussion on the success of
the Chandrayaan-3 mission.
Videos of Bidhuri’s
contentious comments
targeting MP Danish Ali
quickly circulated on social
media, drawing widespread
criticism.

BJP president JP Nadda
reportedly issued a show
cause notice to Bidhuri, their
party MP, over his use of
objectionable language
against Ali within Parliament.
The offending remarks were
expunged from the
Parliamentary records, and
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh promptly expressed
regret for Bidhuris conduct
during the Session. Bidhuri
reacted to the party’s decision
to deny him a ticket for the
upcoming Lok Sabha polls,
expressing confidence that
the ruling party must have put
a lot of thought behind their
decision to deny tickets to
four sitting MPs in Delhi.

In an indirect address to the
fresh faces selected by the BJP
for the Lok Sabha election,
Bidhuri said these are guests,
“hum toh ghar ke log hain (we
are family members)” He
further stated that those who
are part of the family have the
responsibility to uphold the
unit’s ideology and work
towards maintaining its
dignity and reputation.
Bidhuri emphasised that the
BJP is not a family party and
that they must have made the
decision (to deny him a
ticket) after  significant
deliberation.

Dr
Harshvardhan
Bids...

From Page 1

“They could convince me only
because for me politics meant
opportunity to fight our three
main enemies - poverty, disease
and ignorance,” he added.
“Without remorse, I must say
that it has been a marvelous
innings during which my
passion to serve the common
man was quenched. I served as
Delhi Health Minister as well as
twice Union Health Minister, a
subject close to my heart. I had
the rare opportunity bestowed
upon me to be able to first work
towards creating a polio free
Bharat and then to take care of
the health of millions of our
countrymen grappling with the
dreaded Covid-19 during its
first and second phases)
Vardhan wrote on X (formerly
Twitter).

“In the long history of
mankind, only a few have been
granted the privilege to defend
their people in hours of gravest
danger! And I can proudly
claim that I didn't shirk
responsibility, but welcomed it.
My gratitude to Ma Bharati. My
reverence to my fellow citizens
and my obeisance to the values
enshrined in our Constitution.
And vyes, that was the biggest
privilege that Bhagwan Shri
Ram bestowed upon me, the
privilege of being able to save
human lives !!” Vardhan added.
“I would like to thank all my
party karyakartas, my fans and
supporters  amongst  the
common citizens as well as my
party leaders .. all of whom
have contributed to this
remarkable journey spanning
over three decades,” he wrote.

Weather
change
WO0Es...

From Page 1

“Hailstorm  observed at
isolated places over Jammu-
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,

Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and  Madhya

Pradesh,” the IMD said in its
special bulletin on Sunday.

Meanwhile, the parts of
Delhi, Noida and other places
in the National Capital

Region woke up to a fresh
spell of rain in the early
morning hours of Sunday.
Delhi recorded 4 mm rainfall
in the last 24 hours ending at
8:30 am as the National
Capital Region and its
surrounding parts
experienced a sudden shift in
weather as the region
received light rainfall on
Saturday morning  with
experiencing strong winds
and a spell of showers.
Following the rainfall, cloudy
skies engulfed the region and
the adjoining areas, bringing
the temperature a notch
down.

The minimum temperature
was recorded as 13.7 degrees
Celsius on Sunday, normal
for this time of the year. The

humidity level was recorded
at 73 per cent. Delhi’s Air
Quality Index (AQI) stood at
103, in the ‘moderate’
category, at 9 am, according
to Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) data.

Delhi is likely to witness a
generally cloudy sky with the
possibility of more rain or
drizzle, the IMD said.
Thunderstorm with light-to-
moderate intensity rain may
occur over isolated places of
Delhi (Civil Lines, Dilshad
Garden, Seemapuri,
Kashmiri Gate, Seelampur,
Shahadra, Vivek Vihar, Red
Fort, Preet Vihar, Rajeev
Chowk, ITO, India Gate,
Akshardham Temple, Nehru
Stadium) as well as in
adjoining areas, the IMD

said, adding that there is also
a possibility of hailstorm.
The IMD predicted scattered
to fairly widespread light to
moderate rainfall
accompanied b
thunderstorms, lightning and
gusty winds over the
northern India belt with
States including Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, and
Delhi.

Although, the IMD said there
would be no significant
change in minimum
temperatures over northwest
India during the next three
days it would fall by 3-5
degrees Celsius thereafter.
Four people died in separate
lightning strike incidents in
Uttar Pradesh on Sunday as
rain and hailstorms lashed

parts of the UP.

The deaths were reported
from Lakhimpur Kheri,
Hardoi, Sitapur and
Shahjahanpur, said Relief
Commissioner Naveen
Kumar. Farrukhabad,
Kannauj, = Muzaffarnagar,
Jalaun, Jhansi, Kanpur Dehat,
Shahjahanpur, Lalitpur and
Saharanpur were hit by
hailstorms between 8:30 am
and 2:30 pm, he said. A
report was received from
Mathura about a house
collapse due to heavy rain,
Kumar said.

A Western Disturbance,
coupled with a cyclonic
circulation over northwest
Afghanistan and its vicinity,
alongside a trough extending
from this circulation to the

Northwest Arabian Sea in the
lower and middle
tropospheric  levels, is
currently influencing weather
patterns, according to the
weather agency.

Western Disturbances are
most common during the
winter months (November to
March), but they can also
occur during the pre-
monsoon season (April to
June). While a Google search
would show that a western

disturbance (WD) 1is an
extra-tropical storm which
originates in the

Mediterranean region, the
meaning of WD lies in its
name.

The disturbance travels from
the “western” to the eastern
direction. Disturbance means

an area of “disturbed” or
reduced  air  pressure.
Equilibrium exists in nature
due to which the air in a
region tries to normalise its
pressure. In the term “extra-
tropical storm”, storm refers
to low pressure. “Extra-
tropical” means outside the
tropics. As the Western
Disturbance originates
outside the tropical region,
the word “extra-tropical” has
been associated with them.
Upon its arrival in Pakistan
and northern India, clouds
along with rain and snow also
arrive. The moisture which
Western Disturbances carry
with them comes from the
Mediterranean Sea and/or
from the Atlantic Ocean.

According to IMD, in certain

areas of Punjab, Haryana, and
north western Rajasthan,
hailstorm is also expected.
However, the IMD predicts a
significant reduction in the
intensity and distribution of
the severe weather in these
regions  from  Monday
onwards.

According to IMD’s forecast,
Bihar, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Sikkim, and Odisha
will see thunderstorms with
lightning and hailstorms
until March 4. While rain is
likely to continue in Assam,
Meghalaya, and Nagaland
until March 5; in Arunachal
Pradesh IMD expects it to
extend until March 8. Some
states are also likely to
experience heavy snowfall
over the next few days.
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LG approves draft uniform policy for
inter departmental allotment of land

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

elhi Lieutenant Governor

Vinai Kumar Saxena has
approved a draft uniform pol-
icy for inter- departmental
allotment of land including
Subordinate
Departments/Autonomous
Bodies/Boards. The draft pol-
icy assumes significance as
there was no uniform policy to
deal with the inter-depart-
mental allotment of govern-
ment land, which led to inor-
dinate delays extending up to
years in the execution of criti-
cal projects, even as files to this
effect kept shuffling between
departments/agencies. The pol-
icy is now formulated with the
approval of the LG and shall
come in force with immediate
effect.
“The policy inter alia, deals
with the rates at which land
shall be allotted, depending
upon the nature of the allot-
ment. If the allotment is for
public utility it would be free of
cost, provided the allotting
agency had got the land in
question, free of cost. In cases
where the allotting agency got
the land in question, at some
cost i.e by way of acquisition,
the rate will be based on no

profit no loss basis (as is the
case with allotment of land
from Delhi Development
Authority (DDA)), for the allot-
ment of land. In cases, where
the land is being allotted by the
land owning department to
another for commercial pur-
poses, Zonal variant rates of
DDA will be charged for allot-
ment,” Raj Niwas said in a state-
ment.

A seven-member Committee
headed by Additional Chief
Secretary (GAD) after several
days of deliberations formu-
lated the policy. The
Committee had held delibera-
tions on the issue based on the
suggestions and inputs received
from various departments.

The Chief Secretary had also
convened the meeting on the
subject in which officers of the
Urban Development
Department, L&B Department,
Industries Department,
Finance Department, Law
Department, MCD and
Education attended the meet-
ing. The draft policy elaborates
the procedure for allotment of
land by Land Owning Agency
to any other government body
(Allottee Agency) and specific
recommendations in this
regard will require the approval
of the LG.

“The Land and Building
Department shall be the Nodal
Department for the imple-
mentation of the policy and the

Land Owning Agency and
Allottee Agency shall mutual-
ly decide upon the nature of
allotment, in terms of whether
the allotment will be on lease-
hold or freehold basis etc. The
policy also makes it clear that
prior approval of LG shall be
needed for cancellation of allot-
ment of land”.

“Further, a committee under
the chairmanship of Principal
Secretary (Revenue) consisting
of members from land requi-
sitioning body, land owning
body and the concerned
District Magistrate, will exam-
ine the request for allotment of
land vis-a-vis development
control norms, utility and
opportunity cost of the project
etc. The Committee will have
to submit its recommenda-
tions through the Chief
Secretary, before the LG for
consideration and final deci-
sion,” read the statement.
“The Policy, as suggested by the
Law and Justice (L&]J)
Department, also has suitable
clauses for “keeping a record of
transferred/allotment of land in
the custody of concerned
Administrative Department,
so as to ensure proper record
management in perpetuity’, it
said.

Three killed, four

injured as car collides

with truck on

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

hree men were killed and

four injured after their car
collided with a truck on the
Badarpur flyover in southeast
Delhi, police said on Sunday.
The accident occurred late on
Saturday when seven men
were returning to Okhla’s
Sanjay Colony from a wed-
ding in Haryana’s Faridabad,
they added.
Officers at Badarpur police
station received a PCR call at
12.48 am about an accident
on the Badarpur flyover near
the Honda showroom,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Southeast) Rajesh Deo
said.
A police team reached the
spot and rushed the injured to
the trauma centre at AIIMS,
Deo said.
Investigations revealed that
the car driver lost control of
his vehicle and hit a divider
on the flyover. The car
bounced off the divider under
the impact of the collision and
landed on the opposite car-
riageway, where it collided
with the truck, he added.
The victims have been iden-
tified as one Raj (21), Sanju
(38) and Dinesh (22), the

tlyover

police said.
Among the injured, one
Ansul (18) is said to be criti-
cal while Neeraj (18), Ajit (28)
and Vishal (28) are stable,
they said.

Raj was unmarried and living
with his family in Laxmi
Nagar. His father works as a
tailor in Mathura while his
mother has passed away, the
police said.

Sanju, a resident of Sanjay
Colony, was married with
two children -- a son and a
daughter. He worked as a
labourer at a tailor shop.
Dinesh, also a resident of
Sanjay Colony, was unmar-
ried. He was a cloth cutter at
a shop in Okhla, they added.
According to the police, the
impact of the accident was
such that the car was com-
pletely mangled, the police
said.
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Capital withesses
drizzle, records
maximum temperature

PTI @ NEW DELHI

De]hiites woke up to light rain
on Sunday, with the mini-
mum temperature settling at
13.7 degrees Celsius. The city
recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of 26.2 degrees Celsius,
according to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD).

The national Capital registered
4 mm rainfall in the 24-hour
period ending at 8:30 am. The
city is likely to witness a gener-
ally cloudy sky with the possi-
bility of more rain or drizzle, the
IMD said.

Thunderstorm with light-to-
moderate intensity rain may
occur over isolated places of
Delhi (Civil Lines, Dilshad
Garden, Seemapuri, Kashmiri
Gate, Seelampur, Shahadra,

Vivek Vihar, Red Fort, Preet
Vihar, Rajeev Chowk, ITO, India
Gate, Akshardham Temple,
Nehru Stadium) as well as in
adjoining areas, the IMD said,
adding that there is also a pos-
sibility of hailstorm.

The sky would be cloudy in the
next few days. However, there is
no forecast of rain in the com-
ing days, the IMD said.

The humidity level was record-
ed at 70 per cent at 5:20 pm.
Delhi’s Air Quality Index (AQI)
stood at 125, in the “moderate”
category, at 6 pm, according to
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB).

An AQI between zero and 50 is
considered “good”, 51 and 100
“satisfactory”, 101 and 200
“moderate”, 201 and 300 “poor”,
301 and 400 “very poor’, and 401

5

and 500 “severe”.

Bansuri questions AAP
on its choice of candidate

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

The AAP on Sunday attacked
the BJP for fielding Bansuri
Swaraj from the New Delhi con-
stituency in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, claiming she had repre-
sented “anti-national powers”
in court, even as she hit back at
Delhi’s ruling party over its
choice of candidate from the seat.
Hitting back, Swaraj ques-
tioned the AAP on its choice of
candidate, who was allegedly
beaten up by his own cadre in
Rajendra Nagar on Saturday.
Responding to the AAP’s alle-
gations, she said, “I would like
to ask the AAP — why have
you fielded a candidate who
was beaten up by his own
cadre in Rajendra Nagar yes-
terday (Saturday)?”

“They have named a candidate
who is not liked by his own
party members. They can put
allegations against us but peo-
ple will give them a reply in the
elections,” she said. The AAP

has named Somnath Bharti as
its candidate from the New
Delhi seat.

Delhi Minister Atishi said at a
press conference that Swaraj —
the daughter of late BJP leader
and former Union Minister
Sushma Swaraj — should apol-
ogise to the people of the
country for taking up such
cases and also demanded that
the saffron party replace her.
“Bansuri Swaraj has replaced
Meenakshi Lekhi from the

New Delhi Lok Sabha con-
stituency. She has represented
anti-national powers in courts
of law;” the senior AAP leader
claimed. “She (Swaraj) repre-
sented the Chandigarh mayor
who was elected by cheating in
the recent mayoral polls. She
has represented Lalit Modi, a
fugitive, from 2012 to 2014 in
courts of law;” Atishi alleged.
She also demanded that the BJP
change its candidate from the
constituency.

Flower festival Palaash conclu
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The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA)’s two-
day flower festival Palaash
concluded at DDA Greens-
Shivaji Marg on Sunday,
drawing people of the nation-
al Capital closer to the nature
in a fun-filled environment.
Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena visited
the festival and appreciated
the hard work of the partic-
ipants and DDA in making
the festival successful.

The festival saw plethora of
activities including flower
display, entertainment
avenues and various compe-
titions.To make the festival
participative, many compe-
titions were organised, which
were also open to the public
like flowering and foliage
plants in a pot, flower
arangement in vases, flower
themed fancy dress for chil-
dren, floral rangoli competi-
tion and painting competi-
tion for children.
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des at DDA Greens

The festival presented a
stunning array of flowers,
plants, and floral arrange-
ments. Large crowd gath-
ered to explore different
varieties of flowers from
indigenous to exotic, beauti-
fully arranged to create cap-
tivating displays.

Alongside the floral dis-
plays, the festival also fea-
tured entertainment avenues
such as DJ play, ceremonial
band performance, interac-
tive selfie points and ride
attraction for kids to tickle
their hearts. To tantalize the
taste buds of visitors, the
festival also offered a selec-
tion of delicacies from our
rich street food.

DDA’s flower festival is
organised annually as an
exhibition-cum-competition

event amongst all
Horticulture Divisions of
Delhi Development

Authority, vying for recog-
nition as the foremost cus-
todians of DDA Parks.

Last year, it was held at

Swarn Jayanti Park Rohini.
The objective of the festival
is to promote and encourage
residents of city to collabo-
rate with DDA towards the
betterment of greens, also to
foster the passion of horti-
culture enthusiasts towards
the scrupulous upkeep of
greens.

The grassroot level workers
get an opportunity to display
their skills while a healthy
competition amongst them is
promoted.

The event is named Palaash
after the flower of Butea
monosperma, which blooms
in the capital during this
time.

The Greens at Shivaji Marg
constitute of three parts read-
ily accessible from Shivaji
Marg & Rohtak Road.
Spanning acres of meticu-
lously manicured grounds,
the park offers a respite from
the hustle and bustle of city
life, inviting visitors to recon-
nect with nature and rejuve-
nate their senses.

Classify cancer as notifiable
disease, Improve access
to treatment, say experts

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Highlighting the pressing
need for concerted
efforts to address the chal-
lenges associated with cancer
care in India, experts here
have urged the government to
prioritise the classification of
the disease as a notifiable
disease and to work towards
improving access to compre-
hensive care and treatment
facilities nationwide.

This move, they argue, would
ensure accurate reporting of
incidence and enable effective
follow-up measures, the
argued.

Indrani Kaushal, Joint
Secretary, Union Health
Ministry underscored the
gravity of the situation, cit-
ing projections from a study
conducted by the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR). According to the
study, India is projected to
witness 15.33 lakh new can-
cer cases annually, with an
estimated mortality rate of
around 8 lakh.

Speaking at the ‘Federation of
Indian  Chambers  of
Commerce & Industry
(FICCI) Roundtable for the
Eastern Region, Kaushal high-
lighted Odisha as one of the
top 12 states contributing sig-
nificantly to the country’s
cancer incidence.

The experts also drew atten-
tion to the inadequate infra-
structure for cancer care in
India, noting that 85% of dis-
tricts in the four Eastern
states lack comprehensive
cancer care centers.

Only 20% of cancer patients
in the country have access to
radiotherapy, a crucial treat-
ment modality.

Raj Gore, the co-lead of the

FICCI Task Force on Cancer
Care and CEO of Healthcare
Global Enterprises Limited
(HCG), emphasized the
urgent need for more com-
prehensive cancer care centers
across the nation. He noted
that less than 30% of districts
in India have access to such
facilities, highlighting the
magnitude of the problem.
“Our task is cut out, and the
magnitude of the problem is
far greater than many realise,”
stated Gore.

“Our focus should not only be
on raising awareness and pre-
vention but also on ensuring
better patient outcomes
through timely and complete
treatment of patients,” he
added.

Gore stressed the importance
of not only raising awareness
and prevention efforts but
also ensuring better patient
outcomes through timely and
complete treatment.
Additionally, the experts
called for enhanced grass-
roots-level prevention and
awareness programs, along
with training initiatives for
healthcare workers such as
Auxiliary Nurse Midwives
(ANMs).

The formation of the FICCI
Task Force on Cancer Care
represents a concerted effort
to tackle these challenges
head-on.

“Our focus should not only

be on raising awareness and
prevention but also on ensur-
ing better patient outcomes
through timely and complete
treatment of patients.
This encompasses improving
access to comprehensive can-
cer care centres and mitigat-
ing the additional financial
burden on patients and their
families,” added Gore.

NDRF enhances rescuers skills
to ensure dignity of the dead

PTI B NEW DELHI

he NDREF, which is man-

dated to save lives during
disasters, has now taken upon
itself to train its rescuers and
dogs in specialised skills for
correct identification of the
dead and ensure their dignity.
The federal contingency force
is working on new areas of vic-
tim identification forensics and
training of cadaver dogs,
NDREF Director General (DG)
Atul Karwal told PTT during an
interaction.
The DG said a new ‘victim
identification’ capsule has been
added to the NDRF’s existing
module on deceased manage-
ment that is imparted to the
personnel as a part of the basic
‘first responder course.
As part of this module, the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) rescuers are
trained on how to recover and
take care of the bodies during
accidents and disasters, ensure
respect to the mortal remains
which may be rotten or broken
into pieces, how to put them
together and place them in
body bags and precautions to
be taken so that there is no
spread of an epidemic.
“We are shortly going to start
a victim identification course
from what we learnt during the
Balasore rail accident...This is
forensic science. When we
recovered bodies in Balasore,
we later found that the exact
location of the recovery was not
marked.
“What should have been done
is that if we are recovering a
body from bogie X, we should
put a tag or mark there so that
later you can match it with the
railway reservation chart or the
passenger manifest and ensure
that the person is identified
swiftly and correctly;” Karwal
said.
This course will also train our

rescuers in gaining skills that
will enable them to help the
local administration and med-
ical staff in taking biometrics
and DNA samples of victims in
time so that down the line,
identification of the deceased is
possible, he said.

The Balasore accident involved
a massive collision of three
trains near the Bahanaga Bazar
station in Odisha on June 2,
2023 killing more than 290 pas-
sengers. It took many days to
identify some of the victims,
hand them over to their kin
even as many bodies remained
unclaimed.The NDRF chief
also spoke about enhancing
capabilities of the canine squad
of the force, which currently is
only trained to sniff out victims
who are alive, in this domain.
“Cadaver dog training is right
now under review. We are
thinking how can we do that.
We did some experimentation
with dogs detecting victims
who are drowned... Dogs
swimming on the surface
detecting a drowned human
victim under the water..,”
Karwal said.

Dog breeds like the Belgian
Malinois, Labrador etc are
being tried and this is another
avenue which can be explored
hereafter, the DG said.
Cadaver dogs are trained to

pick
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the odour of the dea
inside an earthquake-hit build-
ing or any such disaster site.
Karwal said a “holistic” review
of the training, equipment and
the physical and mental capac-
ity of the NDRF personnel has
also been undertaken.

We completed a training needs
analysis (TNA) along with the
experts of the IIM Rohtak, he
said.

A similar TNA was conducted
for the Indian Police Service
(IPS) trainees at the Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel National
Police Academy in Hyderabad
when Karwal headed it as its
director.

IIM Rohtak experts conducted
a survey by putting a ques-
tionnaire to all 14,000 res-
cuers. They looked at ten states
and did a survey asking police,
home guards, civil defence and
local administration they inter-
act with. The experts also went
to three places where victims
were either addressed or were
taken care of by the NDRE, the
DG said.

“The idea was to find out how
did we (NDRF rescuers) come
across to other stakeholders,
the victims, what attributes do
you bring on board which a
victim sees but I am blind to
and which we might to need to
improve upon,” he said.

A divine journey

through art

ARCHANA JYOTI ® NEW DELHI

If youre seeking more of the
divine saga of Lord Rama
following the Ram Mandir
consecration at Ayodhya early
this  year, then the
Ramayanam Chitra Kavyam
Exhibition being showcased at
the National Gallery of
Modern Art (NGMA) here is
the perfect continuation.
This exhibition offers a cap-
tivating exploration of The
Ramayana of the epic tale of
Lord Rama, providing a rich
tapestry of artistic interpre-
tations and cultural expres-
sions.

Jointly inaugurated by
Meenakashi Lekhi, Minister
of State for External Affairs
and Culture, and Jeevan
Thondaman, Minister in the
Government of Sri Lanka on
March 1, the exhibition marks
a momentous occasion in fos-
tering cultural exchange and
artistic expression between
the two neighbouring nations.
From paintings to sculptures,
textiles to shadow puppets,
each artwork offers a unique
perspective on the epic saga of
Lord Rama.

The exhibition which will
remain on view until 30th
April 2024, provides a unique
and enriching experience for
all who attend. Sarita Verma,
an IT professional who has
love for mythology and never
misses a chance to attend
such exhibitions at the venue
said, “this offers an opportu-
nity to immerse myself in var-
ious cultural festivals, per-
formances, and events,
including traditional music,
dance, and storytelling relat-
ed to our great epic”

After the inauguration of the
exhibition, Thondaman too

had noted that “Ramayana
serves as a common cultural
narrative, for both Sri Lanka
and India, contributes to a
shared cultural conscious-
ness, and strengthens ties”
Lekhi had echoed similar sen-
timents as she said, “the foot-
print of Ramayana has been
magnanimous and undeni-
able in the world, especially in
South East Asia.

“The Ramayana is a timeless
text which stands as a beacon
of wisdom, virtue, and moral
guidance.

“The epic is a reservoir of cul-
tural values that have tran-
scended time and space, con-
necting diverse civilisations in
a shared understanding of
humanity”

Lekhi highlighted the
Ramayana’s connection with
Sri Lanka which is etched in
the landscape, where sites
like Ashok Vatika are steeped
in the lore of Lord Rama’s
journey.

Further, “it strengthens the
civilizational and cultural
links, not only through the
Ramayana Trail, which
entwines the recently sancti-
fied Ram Mandir in Ayodhya
but also the Buddhist pil-
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grimage circuit between the
two countries,” she added.
Director General of NGMA
Dr. Sanjeev Kishor Goutam
said that Ramayana Chitra
Kavyam stands as a testament
to the enduring legacy of the
epic, showcasing the creativ-
ity and talent of eminent
Indian modern, contempo-
rary, and traditional artists.
The exhibition is also show-
casing various cultural festi-
vals, including Natyakavyam
Bharatanatyam performances
by the renowned Padmashri
Geeta Chandran, Ramcharit
Prasang by Ramsahay Pandey
(Padmashri) & Group,
Harikatha in Sanskrit by Uma
Maheshwari (Padmashri),
Natyakatha: Katha Siya Ram
Ki by Padma Vibhushan, Dr.
Sonal Mansingh.

Also on the platter is enchant-
ing performances like
Dastangoi, Ram ka Vanvas by
Fouzia Dastango & Ritesh
Yadav, Ramayana Chaarni
Gaan by Yogesh Bhai Gadhvi,
Jagatoddharana based on
Ramayana by Banashree Rao
& Group, Parshurama by
Shashidharan Nair,
Rambkatha- Kabir ke Ram by
Kaluram Damariya & Group.
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PM Modi to attend Bharat
Shaldi war game in Pokhran

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to visit
Pokhran, Rajasthan on March
12 to witness war game ‘Bharat
Shakti” showcasing India’s oper-
ational readiness to meet any
challenge and increased use of
indigenous made weapons and
systems.

The exercise comes at a time
when the government has
given a big boost to Indian
defence industry to achieve
self-reliance in developing state
of art of weapons for use by the
three Services. Efforts are also
on to accelerate export of
weapon systems to friendly
countries.

As regards the exercise, it was
learnt Prime Minister Modi
may urge the military leader-
ship to develop strategies and
tactics suited to Indian condi-
tions security challenges. The
top military brass including
Chief of Defence

Staff(CDS)General Anil

Chauhan will be present at the
exercise, it was learnt.

The exercise also test the
resilience and integrity of
indigenous communication
systems and networks to ensure
that the enemy in unable to
hack into them during hostile
conditions.

‘Bharat Shakti’ exercise will
also put to practice ways
evolved to enhance synergy

among the three services,
sources said.

The mega drill is likely to see
participation of Tejas fighter
aircraft, K-9 artillery guns,
indigenous drones, Pinaka
multi-barrel rocket launchers
and short-range missiles. Last
year, Prime Minister Modi
undertook a sortie in the
indigenously designed and
manufactured Tejas jet.

PNS B NEW DELHI

The CBI has filed a charge
sheet against seven
accused in connection with
the looting of arms and
ammunition from the
Bishnupur police armoury
during the Manipur ethnic
violence last year, officials
said on Sunday.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), which is
probing cases related to the
ethnic clashes in Manipur,
recently filed its charge sheet
before the court of chief judi-
cial magistrate in Kamrup
(Metro) in Assam's Guwahati.
The accused named in the
charge sheet are Laishram
Prem Singh, Khumukcham
Dhiren alias Thapkpa,
Moirangthem Anand Singh,
Athokpam Kajit alias

Kishorjit, Loukrakpam
Michael Mangangcha alias
Michael, Konthoujam

Romojit Meitei alias Romojit,
and Keisham Johnson alias
Johnson. On August 3 last
year, a mob looted more than
300 weapons, 19,800 rounds
of ammunition and other
accessories from two rooms of
the 2nd Indian Reserve
Battalion headquarters at

Naranseina in Bishnupur.
Around 9,000 rounds of bul-
lets of different calibres, an
AK series assault rifle, three
'Ghaatak' rifles, 195 self-load-
ing rifles, five MP-5 guns, 16
9mm pistols, 25 bulletproof
jackets, 21 carbines, and 124
hand grenades, among others,
were looted by the mob, the
officials said.

Barring Laishram Prem Singh
and Khumukcham Dhiren
alias Thapkpa, the remaining
five have been earlier charge-
sheeted by the CBI in looting
of police armoury at the
Manipur Police Training

Centre (MPTC) at Pangel in
Imphal.

This incident took place on
May 4 last year, the day eth-
nic clashes between the
majority Metei community
and tribal Kukis broke out in
the northeast state. As alleged
in the FIR, a mob stormed
into the MPTC complex and
looted a huge number of arms
and ammunition from the
armoury.

Moirangthem Anand Singh is
alleged to be a former mem-
ber of the proscribed People's
Liberation Army (PLA) of
Manipur and the Kangleipak
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Communist Party (Noyon),
while the remaining are
believed to be overground
workers of valley-based
banned terror outfits.

They had earlier been arrest-
ed by the Manipur Police in
September last year when
they were allegedly extorting
money by wearing police uni-
form and carrying sophisti-
cated weapons, the officials
said. Their arrest had sparked
off a protest that continued
for two days.

The five were released fol-
lowing a court order but
Singh was picked up by the
National Investigation Agency
(NTA), placed under arrest
and brought to the national
capital.

Singh was arrested for
allegedly having links with
Myanmar-based rebel groups
and conspiring to wage war
against India by exploiting the
current ethnic unrest in
Manipur. While Singh is in
judicial custody, the fate of the
other six was not immediate-
ly known.

The Supreme Court in August
last year had transferred all
CBI cases from Manipur to
Assam.

The top court's direction

came during a hearing of a
batch of petitions related to
the clashes in Manipur.
Among the petitioners were
two Kuki women whose
assault by a mob was record-
ed on video which went viral
later.

Among the slew of measures
announced by the apex court
were ensuring recording of
statements of the victims
through video conferencing
and also directing the chief
justice of the Gauhati High
Court to nominate judicial
officers above the rank of
judicial magistrate (first class)
and sessions judge to deal
with cases related to the
Manipur violence.

The state has witnessed esca-
lating violence since May 3,
2023 with 219 casualties
reported after a 'Tribal
Solidarity March' in the hill
districts protested the Meitei
community's demand for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.
The Meiteis, constituting
around 53 per cent of
Manipur's population, reside
predominantly in the Imphal
Valley. The tribals, including
Nagas and Kukis, who make
up 40 per cent, primarily
inhabit the hill districts.

Two chargesheeted for revival of naxal act

PNS B NEW DELHI

The NIA has chargesheeted
two CPI(Maoist) activists,
including a politburo member,
in a case related to attempts by
the proscribed outfit to revive
its activities in Bihar's Magadh
zone, an official said on
Sunday.

The supplementary charge
sheet was filed in the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
special court in Patna against
key politburo member Pramod
Mishra alias "Sohan Da" of
Aurangabad district and his
associate Anil Yadav alias
"Ankush" of Gaya, the federal
agency spokesperson said.
The NIA had on February 2
chargesheeted two other per-
sons in the case.

Mishra, also known as
Vanbihariji, Doctor Saab,
Janardan, Dada and Baba Ji,

and Yadav have been charged
under various sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, the official
said.

According to NIA, both have
criminal cases registered
against them under sections of

the IPC, Explosive Substances
Act, Arms Act and the UAPA.
"Mishra has 39 cases registered
against him in various police
stations in Aurangabad and
Gaya, in addition to six cases in
Jharkhand and two in Kaimur
area. Yadav has six cases against
him in various police stations

in the districts of Aurangabad
and Gaya," the spokesperson
said.

The official said investigations
have revealed that Mishra was
involved in promoting and
propagating Maoist ideology,
for which he was also recruit-
ing cadres in his area.

He was also raising funds and
organising meetings of the old
Naxal cadres, the spokesperson
said, adding that Yadav, a sub-
zonal committee Member and
active cadre of the outfit, was
involved in raising funds
through the collection of levy
from brick kiln owners and
contractors.

Investigations in the case were
initiated by the NIA on
September 26 last year and the
agency found that these two
accused, along with Rohit Rai,
Pramod Yadav and others, had
conducted a meeting in Mahi

vities in Bihar

village of Aurangabad on June
8 last year.

"The meeting was aimed at the
organisation's revival in
Magadh zone and the collec-
tion of levy from business
establishments, contractors,
toll plazas and other such enti-
ties for strengthening the
CPI(Maoist) activities," the
spokesperson said.

Acting on Mishra's directions,
according to the official, the
remaining three accused and
others were engaged in moti-
vating and recruiting more
cadres to carry out illegal and
violent activities to further
their unlawful and nefarious
designs and plans.

They were actively promoting
the outfit's ideology and car-
rying out unlawful activities
intended to disrupt peace and
public order, the spokesperson
added.

Brainstorming session to boost Make
in India initiative in defence sector

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE =
NEW DELHI

aking the spirit of

Atmanirbhar Bharat and
‘Make in India’ initiative for-
ward, the Department of
Military Affairs under the
Ministry of Defence, is con-
ducting an intensive brain-
storming over the next two
days on March 4-5, 2024
between the Service
Headquarters and important
stakeholders from
Department of Defence
Production, Defence Industry
representatives and other rel-
evant partners.
Giving this information here
on Sunday, Defence Ministry
officials said the key take-
aways of the meeting will

include the implementable
way forward derived from
consultative and participa-
tive processes through high-
level deliberations to provide
impetus to indigenisation and
also devise ways and means to
enhance participation of pri-
vate industry in defence
research and
development(R&D) and man-
ufacturing ecosystem.

Chief of Defence Staff(CDS)
General Anil Chauhan will
chair the sessions, while
Defence Secretary Giridhar
Aramane will deliver the
keynote address.

The event covers a wide can-
vas ranging from identifica-
tion of challenges and evolv-
ing a way ahead to provide
impetus to indigenisation

efforts of Armed forces,
address sustenance-related
issues, invigorate private sec-
tor participation in defence
R&D and manufacturing
ecosystem and most impor-
tantly create and enhance
Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul facilities for the
Armed Forces.

The HQ IDS and SIDM are
coordinating the event and it
will see the participation of
key representatives from
MoD, Services, and Industry
under one roof to further
strengthen the indigenisation
efforts.

This will pave the way to for-
mulate a time-bound action
plan to give impetus for
indigenisation in defence
sector.

Centre ruthless approach towards
narco trade has borne resuls: Shah

PNS B NEW DELHI

nion Ministry of Home

Affairs (MHA) on Sunday
released three videos about
the Modi Government’s success
in dealing with the menace of
drugs.
Union Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation Amit
Shah sent out a series of posts
on X (formerly Twitter) and the
videos.
In one of the posts Shah said,
“The Modi Government's ruth-
less approach towards narco-
trade has borne effective
results. The upshot of this
approach is the drastic rise in
the number of arrests and
seizures””
In another post, Shah main-
tained, “An invincible anti-
narcotics apparatus has been
built nationwide through
Coordination, Cooperation
and Collaboration among gov-
ernments and agencies under
the guidance of Modi Ji. The
strategy has resulted in an
increased number of drug
seizures and cases registered.”
Shah also said, “A
#DrugsFreeBharat is the great-
est gift to our future genera-
tions. Our nation is speeding
to achieve this goal through the
detection of drugs, destruction
of drug networks, and deten-

tion of culprits while rehabili-
tating addicts under the lead-
ership of PM Modi Ji”

On account of the multi-
pronged efforts made by the
Modi government to rein in the
illegal drug trade the quantity
of narcotics seized increased by
almost 100% and the cases
registered against those dealing
in it increased by 152%.
According to the data released
by the Ministry, during the
period 2006 to 2013 the num-
ber of cases registered was
1257 in number which shot up
by 3 times during 2014-2023 to
3755.

The arrests increased by 4
times from 1363 in the 2006-
13 period to 5745 in the 2014-
23 period. The quantity of
seized drugs doubled during
the Modi regime to 3.95 lakh

kgs from 1.52 lakh kgs seized
during 2006-13. The value of
seized drugs jumped 30 times
during the Modi government
to Rs.22,000 crore from Rs.768
crore achieved in the period
2006-13.

The anti-narcotics agencies
also destroyed 12 lakh kgs of
drugs worth Rs.12,000 crores
during the Modi government.
Till June 2023, NCB conduct-
ed a financial investigation in
23 such cases in which property
worth ?74,75,00,531 was
frozen.

In a bid to fulfil Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision of a
drug-free India the four (04)
tier NCORD mechanism was
strengthened in 2019 for better
cohesion and synergy between
the Central and State drug law
enforcement agencies.

Rajnath to inaugurate
DefConnect 2024 today

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

In an effort to give a boost to
indigenous innovation in
defence production, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Monday here will inaugurate
‘DefConnect 2024 The event
organised by Innovations for
Defence Excellence-Defence
Innovation Organisation
(iDEX-DIO)will also explore
ways to facilitate partnerships
to address the evolving securi-
ty challenges.

Giving details here on Sunday,
defence ministry officials said
‘DefConnect 2024’ represents a
significant milestone in the
country’s defence innovation
landscape, bringing together
key stakeholders including the
Armed Forces, defence indus-
try leaders, start-ups, academia,
and policymakers.

The event aims to facilitate
meaningful engagements,
showcase cutting-edge tech-
nologies and is poised to be a
transformative platform for
fostering collaboration, inno-
vation, and entrepreneurship in
the defence sector. The event
will attract a large number of
innovators and investors from
Indias leading industries in
the defence sector. The iDEX
framework allows military per-
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sonnel to work with innovators
in a co-development model.
They serve as end users, nodals
and domain experts. This col-
laboration helps guide innova-
tion and smoothly integrate
advancements into existing
platforms by leveraging exper-
tise and insights of the end user.
Till date, iDEX has launched 10
rounds of Defence India Start-
up Challenge (DISC) and 11
rounds of Open Challenges
(OC), receiving more than
9,000 applications from indi-
vidual innovators and start-ups
against challenges from the
Tri-Services, Defence Space
Agency, Defence Public Sector
Undertakings, Indian Coast
Guard, Border Roads
Organisation and other agen-
cies. The event will also witness
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an  All-Women  Panel
Discussion on ‘Women as
Drivers of Change’ ahead of
International Women's Day on
March 08, 2024.

The showcase of cutting-edge
technologies developed by
iDEX winners is going to be the
key attraction for all the visi-
tors. It will offer a unique
opportunity to meet iDEX
start-ups and understand their
innovative technologies.

The iDEX, launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
2018, essentially provides a
unified platform for various
stakeholders in the defence
and aerospace sectors. It acts
like an umbrella organisation to
oversee technology develop-
ment and potential collabora-
tions in this specific field.

Navy to commission

helicopter Seahawk at
INS Garuda on March 6

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

The Indian Navy will com-
mission the newly induct-
ed MH 60R Seahawk (a mar-
itime variant of the Blackhawk
helicopter) multi-role heli-
copter on March 6 Mar at INS
Garuda, Kochi marking a piv-
otal moment in India’s defence
modernisation journey. The
Seahawks squadron will be
commissioned in the Indian
Navy as INAS 334, navy said
here on Sunday.

The Indian Navy is set to wit-
ness a significant surge in its
maritime prowess with the
induction of the Seahawks.
The helicopter is designed
for anti-submarine warfare
(ASW), anti-surface warfare
(ASuW), search and rescue
(SAR), medical evacuation
(MEDEVAC) and vertical
replenishment (VERTREP).
The helicopter has been rig-
orously tested in Indian
Reference Atmosphere (IRA)
conditions and is fully inte-
grated into the Fleet. The
advanced weapons, sensors
and avionics suite make the
Seahawks ideal for the Indian
Navy’s maritime security
needs, offering enhanced
capabilities for both conven-

tional as well as asymmetric
threats.

The MH 60R helicopter will
enhance India’s blue-water
capabilities, extending the
operational reach of the Navy
and supporting sustained
naval operations across spec-
trums and over vast mar-
itime domains.

The Seahawk’s deployment
in the Indian Ocean
Region(IOR) would strength-
en the Indian Navy’s maritime
presence, dissuading potential
threats and ensuring a secure
and safe environment in this
strategically crucial region.
The commissioning of the
Seahawks underscores Indian
Navy’s steadfast dedication
to fortifying maritime secu-
rity, aligning seamlessly with
the government of India’s
visionary goal of ensuring
Security And Growth for All
in the Region.

India and the US inked the
deal for acquisition of 24
Seahawks in 2020 through the
Foreign Military
Sale(FMS)route. It means
the US government stands
guarantee for the all the terms
and conditions of the con-
tract. All the 24 helicopters
will be inducted by next
year.

Rahul interacted with potential Agniveer recruits: Congress

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Sunday
attacked the Centre over the
Agnipath scheme, alleging that
it has "compromised" national
security and "severely disrupt-
ed" the armed forces' recruit-
ment processes in India.

The Congress' attack came after
party leader Rahul Gandhi had
an interaction with ex-service-
men, potential Agniveer
recruits and the youth whose
regular recruitment into the
armed forces has been disrupt-
ed by the introduction of
Agnipath during the Bharat
Jodo Nyay Yatra in Madhya
Pradesh.

Congress general secretary in-

charge communications Jairam
Ramesh in a statement said that
Rahul Gandhi had a 40-minute
interaction with the three com-
munities on the morning of the
50th day of the Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra.

"The Agnipath scheme has
compromised national securi-
ty and severely disrupted the
armed forces' recruitment
processes in India," he alleged.
Ramesh claimed the ex-ser-
vicemen have noted that the

scheme compromises national
security by demoralising the
armed forces and rushing
through training for our ser-
vicemen in a mere six months.
"Potential Agniveer recruits are
dissatisfied by the loss of pres-
tige and economic security due
to the scheme," he said.
"Finally, there are about 1.5 lakh
youths who have completed all
formalities for regular recruit-
ment to the armed forces who
have not been recruited because
of the arbitrary introduction of
the Agnipath scheme,” Ramesh
said.

The Congress leader claimed
that as presently designed, the
Agnipath scheme is detrimen-
tal in all respects and is an
"anyay" (injustice) to our ser-

vicemen and to our youth.
"The ex-servicemen and
Agniveer recruits have been
protesting against the Modi
government's policies for sev-
eral months, having held several
demonstrations at the Jantar
Mantar in Delhi and taken out
a padayatra from Champaran
in Bihar to New Delhi," Ramesh
said.

"The Agnipath scheme was
pushed through without any
discussion and consultation as
revealed by the former Chief of
Army Staff himself in his mem-
oir," he said.

Ramesh further said that
Gandhi promised a compre-
hensive review and appropriate
amendments to the Agnipath
scheme.

NGT seeks Centre response on plea seeking to
declare Jim Corbett Park as eco sensitive zone

PNS B NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribunal
has sought the Centre's
response on a plea seeking
directions to declare the Jim
Corbett National Park in
Uttarakhand as an Eco-
Sensitive Zone.

The green panel was hearing a
plea underlining that such a
declaration is vital for protect-
ing and conserving the ecolo-
gy, wildlife, biological diversi-
ty, and the flora and fauna of the
national park.

The National Environment
Policy of 2006 defines an Eco-
Sensitive Zone (ESZ) as areas or
zones with identified environ-

mental resources having
incomparable values that
require special attention for
their conservation because of
their landscape, wildlife, biodi-
versity, historical and natural
values. A bench of National
Green Tribunal Chairperson
Justice Prakash Shrivastava and
Expert Member A Senthil Vel
said, "The original application
(OA) raises a substantial issue
relating to compliance with the
environmental norms."

"Issue notice to the respon-
dents," it added in an order
passed last month.

The respondents in the matter
include the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forest and

Climate Change, National
Board for Wildlife, National
Tiger Conservation Authority,
Central Empowered
Committee (formed by the
Supreme Court), and the states
of Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradesh along with their prin-
cipal chief conservators of
forests and the district magis-
trates concerned.

According to the plea by advo-
cate Nandita Bansal, the min-
istry issued the Wildlife
Conservation Strategy of 2002,
categorically stating that land
falling within 10 kilometres of
the boundaries of national
parks and sanctuaries should be
notified as 'Eco-Fragile Zones'.
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Fulfil dream of developed India in next 23 years: Modi to new recruits

PTI B GANDHINAGAR

rime Minister Narendra
Modi  congratulated
candidates given the
appointment letters  for
Gujarat Government jobs on
Sunday and urged them to
help solve problems of the
common people and work to

fulfil the dream of a
developed India in the next
25 years.

During a function organised
in the state  capital
Gandhinagar, Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel distributed
the appointment letters to
1,990 candidates selected

through direct recruitment
in various state government
departments.

In  his  congratulatory
message to the newly-
appointed candidates read
out at the event, PM Modi
said this is an excellent
opportunity for them to join
the government service and
serve the country.

“The coming 25 years are
very important for our
country; he said.

The PM said their priority
should be to remove
difficulties from the lives of
the people, he said.

“Your determination and

decisions taken in the
interest of the country will
strengthen the development
of the nation, and this
responsibility will also bring
new opportunities and
challenges for you,” Modi
said.

“No matter in  which
department you are
appointed, in which city or
village you are, you should
always keep in mind that
your work should help the
common people, solve their
problems, make their life
easy, and fulfil everyone’s
dream of building a
developed India in the next

nation 05

25 years,” he said.
The PM also appealed to
them to continue the process

of learning and self-
development even after
assuming new
responsibilities.

Chief Minister Patel wished a
bright future for the newly
appointed candidates and
said PM Modi has resolved to
build a developed India by
2047 by giving proper
opportunities to harness the
power of the country’s youth.
“Gujarat will take the lead in
building a developed India by
building a developed Gujarat,’
Patel said in his address.

He urged the new recruits to be
determined and serve the
people sincerely with the
mantra of ‘Sauna Saath, Sauna
Vikas, Sauna Vishwas and
Sauna Prayaasa’ (everyone’s
support, development, trust
and effort).

“After joining the
government service, you all
also have the opportunity to
increase the country’s pride
by working with diligence
and complete transparency,
Patel said.

The CM expressed hope that
the new recruits will win the
people’s trust by doing
exemplary work.

Five time Odisha MLA
Dhali joins BJP day
after quitting BJD

PTI B BHUBANESWAR

Five—time Odisha MLA
Arabinda Dhali on Sunday
joined the BJP, a day after
resigning from the ruling
BJD.

Dhali went to the BJP office in
Bhubaneswar along with his
supporters in a procession,
and formally joined the party
in the presence of its state
president Manmohan Samal
and MP Aparajita Sarangi,
among others.

Former MLA Mukunda Sodi,
who also resigned from the
BJD, joined the BJP along
with Dhali.

Addressing the press, Dhali
alleged that there was no
democracy within the BJD
and senior leaders were being
neglected.

“After feeling suffocated, I left
the BJD and joined the BJP,
which has internal
democracy; he said.

Dhali, the MLA of Jaydev in
Khorda district, claimed that
the BJP will form the next
government in the state by
winning more than 100 of the
assembly’s 147 seats.

He was first elected to the
assembly from the Malkangiri
seat in a by-election in 1992
on a BJP ticket. He retained
the seat for two more terms.

He then joined the BJD, and
was elected to the assembly
from Jayadev in 2009. He also
won the 2019 election from
the seat.

A law graduate, he served as a
minister in the BJD-BJP
coalition government led by
Chief  Minister =~ Naveen
Patnaik.

He held portfolios such as
Cooperation ~ (2000-2004),
and Textiles and Handloom
(2000-2002), besides
Commerce and Transport
(2002-2004).

The BJD claimed that Dhali
joining the BJP will have no
impact on it.

“Ahead of elections, it is
normal for many political
leaders to switch from one
party to another. The leaders,
whose winning chances are
very low and are aware that
the party is not going to give
them nominations, are
leaving the BJD,” senior BJD
leader Raj Kishore Das said.
Recently, expelled BJD
MLAs Pradeep Panigrahy
and Prashant Jagdev also
joined the BJP. Former
Minister Debasis Nayak of
the BJD also switched sides.
Another expelled BJD leader
Rajendra Das, a former
MLA, is also likely to join
the BJP soon.

Uddhav targets

PTI B MUMBAI

he Shiv Sena (UBT) on

Sunday criticised the BJP,
stating that its policy of
undermining other political
parties is not sustainable.
Taking aim at the BJP’s initial
Lok Sabha candidate list,
which included figures like
Kripashankar Singh,
previously accused of money
laundering, Shiv Sena (UBT)
chief Uddhav Thackeray
expressed surprise at the
exclusion of senior leaders
like Nitin Gadkari from the
list.
Singh, who had faced
allegations  of  financial
misconduct, was nominated
to contest from Jaunpur, Uttar
Pradesh, in the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections, as
announced by the BJP on
Saturday.
The BJP has not released its
candidates for the 48 Lok
Sabha seats in Maharashtra.
Thackeray, without directly
naming the BJP or Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
remarked, “The politics of
dismantling opposition
parties will not endure...

EA. 4

jumla’ should be renamed as

‘guarantee”’
Referring to the list, he
highlighted his past

collaboration with Union
minister Gadkari, who had
expedited the completion of
the Mumbai-Pune
expressway, a project initiated
by Shiv Sena founder
Balasaheb Thackeray.

Singh’s  history  includes
leading the Mumbai unit of
Congress and serving as a
Minister of State for Home.

y
g

He parted ways with the
Congress in 2019 due to
disagreements regarding the
party’s stance on the
abrogation of Jammu and
Kashmir’s special status by
the NDA government. He
later joined the BJP in 2021.

Responding to Thackeray’s
remarks, Singh dismissed
them,  questioning  the
political ~ credibility  of
someone without their own
party.

“I don't take remarks of a

BJP

person who doesn’t have a
political party of his own and
did attend office at the
Mantralaya for even two-
and-half days in his tenure of
2.5 years as chief minister,
seriously;” he told PTI.
Meanwhile, Shiv Sena (UBT)
MP Sanjay Raut targeted
Maharashtra’s Deputy CMs
Devendra Fadnavis (BJP) and
Ajit Pawar (NCP) over Singh’s
inclusion in the BJP list.

Raut pointed out Fadnavis’s
earlier claims about
prosecuting leaders like Ajit
Pawar and Kripashankar
Singh, raising doubts about
the BJP’s governance
standards.

Regarding the future political
landscape in Maharashtra,
Raut emphasised the unity
between the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) and Prakash
Ambedkar-led Vanchit
Bahujan Aghadi (VBA)
workers to counter the BJP
and  prevent potential
authoritarian rule post-
2024.

The MVA comprises the
Shiv Sena (UBT), NCP-
Sharadchandra Pawar and
Congress.

CM: 2023 most successful
year for anti drugs

operations in

PTI B GUWAHATI

ssam Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Sunday said 2023 was the
most successful year for the
state in terms of anti-drugs
operations.
The chief minister said drugs
worth Rs 718 crore were
seized over 4,700 arrests
made during the period.
“The Modi government is
deploying a  whole-of-
government approach to
build a #DrugsFreeBharat,”
Sarma wrote on X.
“In 2023, Assam Police seized
drugs worth Rs 718 cr and
arrested over 4,700 drug
traffickers making it the most
successful year for anti-drugs
operations in the state,” he
added.
Sarma also shared a video on
the various steps being taken
by the central government in
the war on drugs.
Meanwhile, two persons were

Assam

arrested and 500 grams of
heroin was recovered from
their possession in Guwahati,
Sarma said in another post on
X.

The operation was carried
out by the special task force of
state police.

Two persons were
apprehended by the STF after
a hot pursuit in Guwahati,
Sarma said.

“.. Search and seizure were
conducted on their premises
& 34 soap boxes of heroin
weighing 500 gm  was
recovered,” the CM added.

Modi to inaugurate Howrah Maidan Esplanade

PTI B KOLKATA

rime Minister Narendra

Modi  will next week
inaugurate Kolkata Metro
Railway’s Howrah Maidan-
Esplanade section, touted to
be the first transportation
tunnel “under any mighty
river in India’, a government
release said on Sunday.
The PM will also inaugurate
in Kolkata the Kavi Subhash-
Hemanta Mukhopadhyay and
the Taratala-Majerhat metro
sections, “with a focus on
enhancing  avenues  for
ensuring ease of urban
mobility”, it said.
Modi is scheduled to visit

Telangana, Tamil Nadu,
Odisha, West Bengal and
Bihar from March 4-6, the
release said.

The Howrah  Maidan-
Esplanade section (East West
Metro corridor) has the first
transportation tunnel under
“any mighty river in India’,
said the release.

It passes under the River
Hooghly, on the east and west
banks of which are situated
Kolkata and Howrah cities,
respectively.

Kolkata Metro created history
in April 2023, when its rake
ran through a tunnel under a
river, the Hooghly, for the first
time in the country.

Modi will also launch the
Kavi Subhash-Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay metro section
of the Kavi Subhash-Airport
line and the Taratala-
Majerhat section, which is a
part of the Joka-Esplanade
line, the release said.

The Howrah metro station is

also the deepest metro station
in India.

The 4.8-km stretch between
Howrah Maidan and
Esplanade is the second
section of the East West

Metro corridor between
Howrah Maidan and IT hub
Salt Lake Sector V.

The Esplanade-Sealdah
stretch of the East West
alignment  is  awaiting
completion.

Metro  Railway  General

Manager P Uday Kumar
Reddy had earlier said it is
targeting June-July this year
to start commercial operation
in the entire route of East
West alignment.

Completion of the project has
suffered delays owing to an
aquifer burst at Bowbazar in
central Kolkata on August 31,
2019, leading to severe
ground subsidence, and the
collapse of a number of
buildings there and two more
water leakage incidents at the
same site in 2022 during
tunneling and construction
work.

The Salt Lake Sector V to
Sealdah stretch of the East-
West Metro corridor is
commercially operational at
present.

Out of the total 16.6 km
length of the East West Metro,
the underground corridor

BJP banking on its
sitting MPs in UP

PTI B LUCKNOW

fter the declaration of

candidates on 51 seats by
the ruling BJP for the
upcoming Lok Sabha polls,
the political picture of the
contest in Uttar Pradesh is
becoming clear.
INDIA bloc partner
Samajwadi Party (SP) has so
far declared tickets on 31
seats, including Varanasi,
which it later withdrew due to
the seat-sharing arrangement
with the Congress.
Amidst  party  workers’
demand of fielding Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra from Amethi and
Raebareli seats, the Congress
is yet to come up with its list.
As per the arrangement, the
Congress will field candidates
on 17 seats while the SP will
contest on 63 seats.
Apart from Raebareli, Amethi
and Varanasi, the other seats
on which the Congress will
contest include Kanpur City,
Fatehpur Sekri, Basgaon,
Saharanpur, Prayagraj,
Mabharajganj, Amroha, Jhansi,
Bulandshabhr, Ghaziabad,
Mathura, Sitapur, Barabanki
and Deoria.
Sonia Gandhi is currently the
MP from Raebareli, while
Rahul Gandhi lost his Amethi
seat to BJP leader Smriti Irani
in 2019 polls.
Aiming to retain power at the
Centre for the third time in a

row, the BJP banked heavily
on its sitting MPs and the
party is working on a target to
win all the 80 seats in the
state.

The notable names in the
BJP’s first list include Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
from Varanasi, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh from
Lucknow, Hema Malini from
Mathura, Ajay Mishra Teni
from Kheri, Smriti Irani from
Amethi, Lallu Singh from
Faizabad (Ayodhya) and
Mahendra Nath Pandey from
Chandauli among others.
The new faces in the BJP list
included Saket Mishra from
Shrawasti and Kripa Shankar
Singh from Jaunpur. Sitting
MP from Ambedkar Nagar
Ritesh Pandey, who recently
resigned from the BSP and
joined the BJP, has also been
given a ticket.

Saket Mishra, who is a sitting

MLC, is the son of Nripendra

Mishra, Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Temple
Construction Committee’s
chairman and former

principal secretary to Prime
Minister Modi.

Kripa Shankar had quit the
Congress to join the BJP. The
candidates for Pilibhit and
Sultanpur, which are held by
Varun Gandhi and Maneka
Gandhi respectively, are yet to
be announced.

Prime Minister Modi will be
seeking re-election from
Varanasi for the third time,
winning the earlier two
elections in 2014 and 2019
from the same seat with a
handsome margin of more
than 3.71 lakh and 4.79 lakh
votes, respectively.

Rajnath Singh will also be
seeking re-election from
Lucknow for the third time
after winning it in two

previous elections in 2014
and 2019 comfortably by a
margin of 2.72 lakh and 3.47
votes, respectively.

The BJP has again reposed
faith in Ajay Mishra Teni
from Kheri. Mishra had been
in the thick of storm in
connection with October 3,
2021, violence in which his
son Ashish Mishra allegedly
ran his car over the farmers
protesting in Lakhimpur
Kheri. Mishra won the Lok
Sabha elections from the
Kheri constituency in 2014
and 2019.

The BJP has also reposed faith
in Smriti Irani for the Amethi
seat, regarded as a Gandhi
stronghold.  Irani  had
rendered a major blow to the
Congress, defeating its then
sitting MP Rahul Gandhi in
the 2019 elections by a
margin of more than 55,000
votes.

From Raebareli, though the
BJP has not declared any
name yet but speculations are
rife that it may field SP MLA
Manoj Kumar Pandey, who
recently resigned as the
party’s chief whip in the state
assembly and cross voted in
favour of the BJP in the Rajya
Sabha polls.

The SP has so far released
three lists of its candidates
and has fielded Dimple Yadav
from Mainpuri while Shivpal
Yadav has been given a ticket
from the Budaun seat.

Those playing with future of youth will
rot in jail for rest of their lives: Yogi

PTI B GORAKHPUR

ttar  Pradesh  Chief

Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Sunday said
those playing with the future
of the youth in the state will
rot in jail for the rest of their
lives while the properties of
their parents and grand
parents will be confiscated.
Addressing the students at
the Rajkiya Jubilee Inter
College ground during the
smartphone/ tablet
distribution event,
Adityanath said not only the
cities of Uttar Pradesh will be
smart, but also the youth of
the state with smartphones
and smart classes.
In the programme, 1,500
students were provided with
tablets and 3,000 students
received smartphones.
The chief minister
personally handed tablets to
15 students and smartphones
to 10 students.
He also laid the foundation
stone of Project Alankar
worth Rs 17.35 crore in 26
secondary schools and 330
premium smart classrooms
to be built at a cost of Rs 7.58
crore in 141 secondary
schools.
Adityanath handed over the
Smart Class Certificate to the

principals of four
intermediate colleges.
He  said  with  the

introduction of the Swami
Vivekananda Youth
Empowerment Scheme in
November 2021, the
distribution of smartphones
and tablets commenced.

The objective is to digitally
empower the  youth,
ensuring that their education
remains uninterrupted in
potential future pandemics
such as COVID-19, he said.
Adityanath said that when
physical education came to a
halt during COVID 19,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi envisioned fostering
connections through
technology.

In alignment with his vision,
Uttar Pradesh has already
distributed smartphones and
tablets to 20 lakh youths
without discrimination and
has set the target to give it to
two crore youths across the
state, he added.

The chief minister said the
schemes of the central and
state governments that are
essential for the future and
self-reliance of the youth
have also been added to
these devices.

Empowered with
technology, the youth will
forge ahead and contribute
to realising the vision of a
developed India, he said.

Embassy Car for sale

Toyota innova g diesel 2014
Silver color km 81000
Good condition clean car
Rs 4,90,000.00
Contact: Mr Ramil Aliyev
#9717060044.

constitutes 10.8 km between
Howrah Maidan and
Phoolbagan, with the tunnel
under the Hooghly river. The
rest of the stretch is elevated
corridor.

The release said that the
Majerhat metro station, on
the Taratala-Majerhat
section, is a unique elevated
metro station across railway
lines and platforms.

Metro services on the 6.5 km
stretch between Joka and
Taratala of the Joka-
Esplanade project are already
operational.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The U.P. Real Estate Appellate Tribunal, Lucknow 4th

floor, Indira Bhawan, Ashok Marg, Lucknow-226001

Letter no. 64 /Appeal no.564-2023/UPREAT/2023

Lucknow Dated 26/02/2024

Notice for Publication Appeal no. 564/2023

RATANBUILDTECH PRIVATELIMITED ...A
vs

...Respondent

To,

KAMLA Address BS 803, Galaxy Diamond Plaza,

Greater Noida west, Gautam Buddha Nagar, 201318,

Uttar Pradesh

Subject-Regarding Appeal u/s 44 of the
RERA Act, 2016.

You are hereby informed that said appeal, was
taken up for hearing on 21.02.2024. You are
therefore directed to be present before the Tribunal
either in person or through legal representative as
provided U/s 56 of the Act to oppose reply the Appeal
otherwise the said appeal will be heard ex parte in
yourabsence.

Now the case is fixed for hearing on 28.03.2023.
Registrar UPREAT

Lucknow

L THE PIONEER
LASSIFIED Y

/| CHANGE OF NAME |+

I, Ramesh Kumar Adokiya
S/o Piramal Adokiya R/o R-
143, Vani Vihar, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059
have changed my name

from Ramesh Kumar
Adokiya to Ramesh Adukia.
PD(292)A

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed I,
Chander D/o Onkar Nath alias Omkar
Nath Chadha, am filing application in
L&DO for substitution/mutation of the
property No.93-B, Single Storey,
Ramesh Nagar, New Delhi-110015 in the
name of ONKAR NATH alias OMKAR
NATH CHADHA, on the grounds of his
death and registered WILL.

If there are any objections/claims
from the general public on this
application, the same shall be
communicated to L&DO with supporting
documents through registered post or by
visiting L&DO at Nirman Bhawan, New
Delhi or through an email at Ido@nic.in,
within 30 days of publication of this
notice.

Name: CHANDER,

Address: 93-B, Single Storey, Ramesh
Nagar, New Delhi -110015

Phone No0.9205711749

Email: chadhaomkar@gmail.com

Piramal

Finance

C

Place: Noida
Eate: 04/03/2024

PIRAMAL CAPITAL & HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED )
Regd. Office Address :- Regd. Office Address :- 601,
6th Floor, Amiti Building, Agastya Corporate Park,
Kamani Junction, Opp. Fire Station,L.B.S. Marg,
Kurla (West), Mumbai- 400070
CIN: U65910MH1984PLC032639

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to the public at large that Piramal Capital & Housing
Finance Limited a Housing Finance Company registered with Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), having its registered office at 601, 6th Floor, Amiti Building, Agastya
Corporate Park, Kamani Junction, Opp. Fire Station, LBS Marg, Kurla West,
Mumbai- 400070, intends to close one of its branchlocated at Unit no. 302, 3rd
floor, World Trade Tower, Plot No. C01, Block C, Sector 16, Noida- 201301,
Uttar Pradesh and the same shall be shifted to Plot No.- 6, Block- A, Basement,
Ground Floor, 1st, 2nd, 3rd Floor & Roof Top, Phase- |, Sector - 2, Noida -
201301, Uttar Pradesh w.e.f. 03/06/2024.
The customers who are being serviced from the location which is being closed
will be serviced from the new location from 03/06/2024 onward.
Allthe concerned persons are requested to take note of same.
For Piramal Capital & Housing Finance Limited

Sd/-
)
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A curated list

BJP names 195 in first list; retains some MPs, drops
some and moves a few from RS to LS poll arena

for the Lok Sabha elections, leding to intrigue and speculation across political

The well-oiled poll machinery of the BJP has released its first list of candidates

circles. With this move, the party has not only initiated its electoral process even
though the election dates have not yet been announced, it has also sent out strate-
gic messages through its selection of candidates. The decision to retain some MPs,
drop others, and move certain members from the States or the Rajya Sabha to the
Lok Sabha poll arena carries significant implications. The retention of several incum-
bents underscores the party's commitment to stability and continuity in its leader-
ship. By fielding sitting MPs or MLAs, the BJP aims to leverage their incumbency advan-
tages, including name recognition, constituency connect and established voter base.
Simultaneously, the omission of some incumbents indicates the party's emphasis on
accountability. The decision may stem from various factors, including performance
evaluation, local dynamics or the need for rejuvena-
tion in specific constituencies. In this context, the
notable names are West Delhi MP Parvesh Sahib

to the same category.

Singh and South Delhi MP Ramesh Bidhuri, who have
both been dropped for apparent inflammatory or
derogatory remarks against a particular communi-
ty. In Bhopal, firebrand leader Pragya Thakur belongs

In the list of alleged non-performers, the party's East
Delhi MP Gautam Gambhir and Hazaribagh MP Jayant
Sinha have sought to be excused from the poll bat-
tle though insiders claim their move was to pre-empt
from being publicly dropped from the nominee list.

Another noteworthy aspect of BJP's nominee list is the strategic repositioning of cer-
tain members from States or the Rajya Sabha to face people's mandate. This manoeu-
vre highlights the party's astute deployment of resources and talent to maximise its
electoral prospects. By fielding prominent figures from other arenas, such as the Rajya
Sabha or States, the BJP aims to capitalise on their stature, experience and network.
Additionally, such strategic moves enable the party to strengthen its presence in regions
where it seeks to expand its footprint or counter the Opposition's strongholds. Over
the years, the importance of candidates has declined considerably; voting is done
mostly on party lines. The Prime Minister has himself said that each of the votes cast
for the BJP is a vote for him. However, the presence of candidates and their charis-
ma do matter: By bringing in seasoned leaders from diverse backgrounds, the BJP
seeks to project a broad-based appeal and a unified front. Overall, the party's first list
encapsulates a nuanced blend of continuity, accountability and strategic deployment
of resources. Through these strategic manoeuvres, the BJP aims to consolidate its
electoral base, address grassroots grievances and position itself favourably for the

elections.

A Royal Bengal Tiger at the Byculla zoo on the World Wlldln‘e Day, in Mumba|

'T'he Greek presence
at Raisina Dialogue

the pioneer

UMANG KOHLI

With Turkey’s consistent anti-India stance, India’s calculated response
includes bolstering ties with Greece, embroiled in a rivalry with Turkey

2

he Raisina Dialogue, a
conference held annu-
ally in New Delhi, is
India’s flagship con-

ference on geopolitics.
One may wonder why Greece’s
Prime Minister Kyriakos

Mitsotakis was the chief guest and
what importance Greece play in
the larger scheme of things as far
as India is concerned. One may
recollect that Turkey has been tak-
ing an anti-India stance at most
of the international forums. Since
the abrogation of Article 370,
Turkey has been raising the
Kashmir issue, including at the
United Nations General
Assembly.

India has given well-calibrated
responses to Turkey in a phased
manner, one of them being,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
holding meetings with the pres-
ident of Cyprus and prime min-
isters of Armenia and Greece. All
of these states have various dis-
putes with Turkey. Greece and
Turkey have been regional adver-
saries in the Aegean Sea, both
asserting claims over their borders
in the Sea. They were on the brink
of war in 1996 over islets in the
Aegean Sea. So honouring
Greece's PM at a strategic dia-
logue in Delhi is a masterstroke
that will have ripple effects in
Ankara.

Is calling PM Kyriakos of Greece
as Chief Guest of Raisina Hills
dialogue a strategic response to
Turkey? Has India now mastered
the art of mixing global diploma-
cy with national interest? Will the
present Raisina dialogue have an
impact on global geopolitics? Is
Greece our gateway to Europe
through the Mediterranean Sea?
In the years to come can Greece
provide us with the trade routes
we so require? Will the coming
together of the world's oldest civ-
ilizations shape the future of the
world in the years to come?

We should not forget that Greece
and India have common securi-
ty concerns in the Meditation Sea.
India can help Greece in the field
of cyber security and Greece can
assist India with merchant vessels.
Greece can become an important
partner in the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor
launched during India’s G20 pres-
idency last year. The other com-
mon areas of growth can be in

Aw

renewable energy, infrastruc-
ture, ports and shipping, and
logistics.

The position of Greece is the
world map is such that it has
considerable dominance over
the Mediterranean Sea. It is
also a gateway to Europe.
Greece is a member of NATO
and has a rich cultural heritage.
India on the other hand is
looking to expand trade ties
westwards. India also is con-
sidering better defence ties
with countries that have sim-
ilar ideologies. The scope of
defence ties with Greece is
hence immense.

Over the past few years, Greece
has given importance to
defence cooperation and mil-
itary exercises between the
two countries. Greece has
always backed India’s position
on the Kashmir issue. India
and Greece have common
concerns with maritime secu-
rity and implementation of the
UN Convention on the Law of
the Sea. This law is being vio-
lated by Turkey and China in
the Eastern Mediterranean
and the Indo-Pacific almost
every day.

It will be in the scheme of
things if in the future India and
Greece build upon the already
existing defence ties. India
can always look forward to
exporting defence equipment

LETTERS KNy}

BOTH COUNTRIES
HAVE A SHARED
HISTORICAL LINKAGE
AND LONG-
STANDING TIES
WHICH IS AT THE
CORE OF THEIR
GROWING
STRATEGIC
RELATIONSHIP.
GREECE’S INTEREST
IN JOINING THE
INDO-PACIFIC
OCEANS INITIATIVE
TO CONSERVE AND
SUSTAIN THE
MARITIME DOMAIN
IS A BOLD STEP

particularly anti-drone sys-
tems to Greece keeping in view
that Turkey has built an exten-
sive Drone system that can be
used to dominate various
islands that are otherwise part
of Greece. India can also seek
help in shipbuilding technol-
ogy from Greece, as Greece
has an age-old tradition of
making boats and ships. A col-
laboration between Mazgaon
Dockyard and Skaramanga
Shipyard can give Indian ship-
building a major flip.
Skaramanga has expertise in
ship repair and maintenance.
Greece is one country that has
tremendous tourism potential
as it is known to be the birth-
place of Western civilization.
Greece has stunning archaeo-
logical treasures, beautiful sea-
side villages and sun-soaked
beaches making it one of the
most interesting places to visit
for Indians. Cruise holidays
between Mumbai and Greece
then hold a lot of promise.

India and Greece must build a
Strategic Partnership by
upgrading their bilateral ties
further and forging coopera-
tion in dimensions of econom-
ic, defence, maritime, shipping
and cultural fields as they
have a common interest in
international and regional
developments. India and
Greece also have shared values

The complexity of
communication

Benjamin Franklin aptly stated, mastering communication is not just saying
the right thing but also resisting the temptation to say the wrong thing

ecently out for my
Rrglorning walk I over-
eard a walker talking

to another co-walker, “We
don’t know what the peoples
wants...”

I have no interest in com-
menting on the grammar of
the sentence - after all the
two parties involved in the
communication were com-
fortable with their conversa-
tion.

I had shifted to an English
medium school only after I
had reached class 9. It was
not a pleasant experience for
me. The school was in Delhi,
and to my unsophisticated
self, coming from small town
India, I felt as alienated
amongst those English
speaking smart boys and
girls, as a Martian might feel
on first visit to Earth.

Only three years later, I was
to make an irritated com-
ment to a friend, “Stop that
clownship!” My inadequate
knowledge of the universal
language almost turned me
into an introvert.

It was only after I had start-
ed my professional journey
in the railways, that too as a
Hindi speaking north
Indian, posted in Bengal,
heading a maintenance shed
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of 1000+ staff, I realised
and then resolved the diffi-
culties faced in communicat-
ing with a predominantly
Bangla speaking workforce.
It was a mutual understand-
ing. We would be talking to
each other in our respective
mother tongues, yet under-
standing each other more
through non-verbal com-
munication of hand and eye
movement or body language.
By now I had gained enough
confidence and felt slightly
more comfortable during
my first study tour to Japan.
In transit, at Bangkok air-
port, I approached the girl at
a sandwich kiosk in my per-
fect Queens English. The girl
was nonplussed, “Oui. Please
speak slowly. I can't under-
stand you”

A few weeks later, a co-par-
ticipant from Sri Lanka on

the same study tour, was to
further deflate my ego,
“Sanjay, your English is atro-
cious’
I continued to improve my
English in the following
years. Till I started meeting
professionals from different
nationalities, not speaking
English as a first language.
They were comfortable in
their broken English and
did not shy away from seek-
ing help from colleagues, if
required, for the right
English word.
But then a communication
between two people, about
something they want to con-
vey, can sometimes have,
hilarious at best and disas-
trous at worst, consequences.
More recently, addressing a
group of wide-eyed univer-
sity students, I was to tell
them, “Communication is

A SPOT OF GOOD NEWS

E EDITOR

of democracy, freedom, inter-
national peace and security,
rules-based international
order, respect for internation-
al law including UNCLOS, and
human rights.
Both countries have a shared
historical linkage and long-
standing ties which is at the
core of their growing strategic
relationship. Greece's interest
in joining the Indo-Pacific
Oceans initiative to conserve
and sustain the maritime
domain is a bold step. Both
countries are equally affected
by climate change and biodi-
versity loss and can work
together in this direction too.
It looks like in the future India
and Greece can shape Global
Geopolitics in a way that suits
each other's countries' inter-
ests. Close ties between the two
countries could be beneficial
for both. Greece can balance
the negative sentiment that
Turkey is trying to generate
against India at various inter-
national forums.
Greece can also facilitate
India's ambition to trade with
the EU via its maritime fleet
and favourable trade routes
that provide India exclusive
access to European Markets.
(The writer is an expert on
geopolitics and international
Affairs. The views expressed
are personal)

SANJAY CHANDRA

the key. Never break a com-
munication — write a letter,
call, send an email, commu-
nicate on tinder..”
This caused much hilarity in
the auditorium, in which
even I participated whole-
heartedly. It was only later, as
I checked the net, I realised
that Tinder is a dating site,
and not expected to be
indulged in for the kind of
communication that I was
talking about.
Like another time recently, a
friend sent her driver for me
to sign a few cheques. The
security guard understood
his intent of visit for ‘cheque
signing’ to be his name
‘Cheek Singh'. T would still
stay, communication is the
key, whatever verbal and/or
non-verbal means you
employ, in whichever lan-
guage. I couldn’t agree more
with Benjamin Franklin,
“Remember not only to say
the right thing in the right
place, but far more difficult
still to leave unsaid the
wrong thing at the tempting
moment.”
(The author is an electrical
engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts
classes in creative writing;
views are personal)

Sir — A recent wildlife survey conducted
by India's Ministry of Environment indi-
cates a rise in the national leopard popu-
lation. This is a significant development for
conservation efforts, with estimates sug-
gesting an increase of approximately 1%
annually between 2018 and 2022, reach-
ing a total of 13,874 individuals, Madhya
Pradesh currently boasts the highest leop-
ard population within the country, with
nearly 4,000 residing within its borders.
However, it is crucial to acknowledge that
some limitations exist within the data. The
survey methodology excluded non-forest-
ed areas, high-altitude regions, and certain
arid environments, which could potential-
ly hold additional leopard populations.
A critical challenge facing leopard conser-
vation is the increasing human-wildlife
conflict. As human settlements expand and
encroach upon leopard habitats, these mag-
nificent creatures are forced to venture into
populated areas in search of prey and ter-
ritory. The population increase signifies a
positive trend for leopard conservation in
India. The success of conservation initia-
tives within tiger reserves, which also serve
as crucial habitats for leopards, appears to
be a contributing factor. Continued efforts
to address human-wildlife conflict, expand
surveys to encompass a wider range of
habitats, and focus on habitat protection
will be essential to ensure the long-term
sustainability of leopard populations
nationwide.

Amarjeet Kumar | Hazaribagh

SOLAR POWER FOR INDUSTRY

Sir — After the focus on domestic rooftop
solar power generation, it may be time to
take a look at industrial solar rooftop plants
if Goa wants to meet its renewable ener-
gy goals. A study by the Goa Energy
Development Agency has concluded that
industrial sheds can be gainfully used to
install solar panels on a much larger scale
than household rooftops. The state has set
a goal to generate 150MW of green ener-
gy over the next two years with rapid adop-
tion of power generation and net meter-

Ellmmalmn ﬂf novertv an imperative

he news about Extreme poverty having been
Tehmmated in India fails to satisfy everyone.

The global institution seems to have prepared
the report based on the Indian official release of
certain data about the level of purchasing power
in Rural and Urban areas. This data itself suffers
scientific approach in arriving at the figure. Further
taking the price line of 2017 is also not accept-
able because inflation has increased phenome-
nally causing many to tighten their belts.
Moreover, the very article in the basket taken to

ing playing a key role in the scheme of
things.
Though solar panels have been installed on
850 residential terraces and 200 commer-
cial establishments, the total power gen-
erated by them is a measly 21MW. There
is scope for capacity addition of 100MW
if government building rooftops and
waterbodies are used for panel installations;
the latter making use of floating membrane
technology. Centre must incubate Indian
startups in the renewable energy field to
come up with indigenous solutions so that
dependence on Chinese manufacturers for
photovoltaic cells is reduced. Solar power
has literally a bright future in the country
provided government policy aligns with
native innovation and acts as an enabler;
learning from and adopting best practices
in the renewable energy field.

Jayanthy Subramaniam | Mumbai

CHARAIDEO TO BE UNESCO SITE

Sir — Charaideo Maidams are slated to be
Assam's third UNESCO World Heritage
Site after Kaziranga National Park and
Manas National Park got the coveted tag

assess the situation needs review. For example,
the Indian government claimed a sharp reduction
in Multidimensional Poverty.
The point to ponder over is that people in pover-
ty send their wards to school not because of their
improved economic ability but due to free food
and free education made available in most states.
The predominantly majority of the rural popula-
tion is living on daily wage earnings and has noth-
ing to do with the vehicles being purchased by
medium or big farmers. It is something like feel-
ing complacent about the increase in per capita
income of Indians which is the increase in the
income of a few individuals and corporate firms
and not the people at the bottom level. Therefore
let us not try to fool ourselves with misleading
figures flashed often. Let the system of survey
be changed into a scientific one to rely on them.
AG Rajmohan | Anantapur

almost 40 years ago in 1985. Charaideo
Maidams are just the tip of the iceberg in
a culture-rich Assam where every corner
speaks history.
Assam's rich history has always been out
in the cold but now it is receiving all the
fanfare and the attention of the larger
national populace. The Ahoms were
invaders but instead of ravaging the cul-
tural landscape or imposing their culture,
they enriched the Assamese culture in its
nascent stage. Assam is because of Ahoms
and we are forever grateful that they chose
Assam as their kingdom. I humbly urge the
government of Assam and the Union
Ministry of Culture to nominate many such
worthy sites like Majuli, Dibru-Saikhowa
National Park, Dehing Patkai National
Park, Rock Cut Cave in Bongaigaon,
Bamuni Hills in Tezpur, and many others
for the UNESCO World Heritage site tag
so that Assam gets its due importance that
it has been long denied of.

Noopur Barua