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Union Ministers Nitin
Gadkari, Piyush
Goyal, Anurag Singh

Thakur, along with three
former Chief Ministers
Manohar Lal Khattar,
Trivendra Singh Rawat, and
Basavaraj Bommai, and BJP
media chief Anil Baluni,
made it to the second list
released by the BJP on
Wednesday.
The list includes 72
candidates from 11 States for
the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections. Of the 72 seats for
which the party announced
its candidates, 20 each are
from Maharashtra and
Karnataka, seven from
Gujarat, six each from
Haryana and Telangana, five
from Madhya Pradesh, two
each from Delhi,
Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh, and one each from
Tripura, and Dadar & Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu.
With the new list, 267
candidates have been
announced by the party.
Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Singh Thakur has
been pitted from Himachal
Pradesh’s Hamirpur seat,
Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari from Nagpur,
Piyush Goyal from Mumbai
North, Pralhad Joshi From
Dharwad,  Minister of State
Shobha Karandlaje from
Bangalore North. This is the
first time that Goyal will be

contesting the Lok Sabha
election.
While Gadkari retained his
Nagpur seat after there was a
little uncertainty as his name
did not feature in the first list
of the candidates for the 2024
Lok Sabha election.
Gadkari had won the seat
consecutively in the 2014 and
2019 Lok Sabha polls. A day
before the BJP’s second list
was announced, Shiv Sena
(UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray asked Gadkari to
leave the BJP if he was being
“insulted”. Thackeray said the
Maha Vikas Aghadi will
ensure Gadkari’s victory in
the Lok Sabha polls. Gadkari
replied saying Uddhav’s
“offer” was “immature and
ridiculous”.
Manohar Lal Khattar, who
resigned as the Chief

Minister of Haryana on
Tuesday, will contest the
elections from Karnal
constituency, Trivendra
Singh Rawant from Haridwar
and Basavaraj Bommai has
been fielded from Haveri.
Interestingly, hours before he
was named as the BJP
candidate for the Karnal Lok
Sabha seat, former Haryana

Chief Minister Khattar on
Wednesday announced he
was resigning as the MLA
from the Karnal Assembly
segment. 
In Delhi, the BJP has dropped
six out of its seven sitting
MPs except Manoj Tiwari,
who has been given
ticket from North East
Delhi. 
Harsh Malhotra will
contest from East
Delhi and Yogendra
Chandolia from
North West Delhi.
Malhotra replaced
c r i c k e t e r - t u r n e d -
politician and East Delhi MP
Gautam Gambhir, who
earlier this month urged BJP
chief JP Nadda to relieve him
of political duties ahead of
the polls citing his
commitments related to

cricket.  
Malhotra is the former

Mayor of erstwhile East Delhi
Municipal Corporation.
Chandolia, a former Mayor of
North Delhi, was fielded by
the BJP, dropping outgoing
MP from North West Delhi
reserved constituency Hans
Raj Hans who is a famous
Punjabi Sufi singer.
In Uttarakhand, the BJP has
replaced two former Chief
Ministers — Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank and Tirath
Singh Rawat — who
represent Haridwar and
Garhwal (Pauri) seats
respectively in the current
Lok Sabha. 
BJP chief spokesperson Anil
Baluni will also be fighting
his first Lok Sabha poll as the
BJP fielded him from
Garhwal, replacing former
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Tirath Singh Rawat.
Former Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Ashok Tanwar
will contest as BJP candidate

from Sirsa. In
Haryana, the BJP

has fielded Banto
Kataria from
A m b a l a - S C
par l i ament ar y
seat.  
The seat has been

lying vacant since
the death of her

husband and former
Union Minister Rattan Lal
Kataria last year. The party
re-nominated its sitting MPs
in Gurugram, Bhiwani-
Mahendragarh and
Faridabad — Rao Inderjit

Singh, Dharambir Singh and
Krishan Pal Gurjar
respectively.
Former Karnataka Chief
Minister BS Yediyurappa’s
son BY Raghavendra will
contest from Shimoga. 
Pratap Simha, the MP who
came under fire for signing
the passes to those who
intruded on Parliament in a
major security breach, has
been replaced from the
Mysore seat by Yaduveer
Krishnadatta Wadiyar of the
erstwhile Mysore royal
family.
In the Beed constituency in
Maharashtra, Pankaja Munde
has replaced her sister and
incumbent MP Pritam
Munde. Sitting MP and
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha President Tejasvi
Surya will contest from
Bangalore South. 
BJP chief spokesperson and
Rajya Sabha member Anil
Baluni has been fielded from
Garhwal in Uttarakhand.
BJP leader Vivek Sahu will
face former MP CM Kamal
Nath’s son Nakul Nath in
Chindwara. In Madhya
Pradesh, Dr Bharati Pardhi
will contest from Balaghat,
Savitri Thakur from Dhar,
Shankar and Lalwani from
Indore.  In Maharashtra,
Sudhir Mungantiwar will
contest from Chandrapur,
Kapil Moreshwar Patil from
Bhiwandi, Mihir Kotecha
from Mumbai north east,
Muridhar Kisan Mahol from
Pune. 
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From `one lakh cash
transfer to 50 per cent

quota in jobs for women:
The Congress on Wednesday
announced five big poll
promises to woo the women
voters.
Under the ambitious ‘Nari
Nyay Guarantee’ which has
promised financial
assistance of `1 lakh to
women from poor families
every year, Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge said the party’s
guarantees were “pathar ki
lakeer” and not a “jumla”.
At a women specific event in
Maharashtra’s Dhule district,
the ‘Nari Nyay Guarantee’,
outlined five key
announcements —
‘Mahalaxmi’, ‘Aadhi
Aabadi Poora Haq’,
‘Shakti Ka
S a m m a a n ’ ,
‘Adhikar Maitri’,
and ‘Savitribai
Phule Hostel’.
Kharge said
announcement of the “Nari
Nyay” guarantee will set a
new agenda for the country’s
women.
He said prior to this, the
Congress has announced its
guarantees on participatory

justice, farmer justice and
youth justice. “Needless

to say, our
guarantees are not

empty promises
and statements,”
he said in his
post in Hindi on
t h e

m i c r o b l o g g i n g
platform. “Our

words are set in stone.
This is our record from 1926
till now, when our opponents
were being born, we have
been making manifestos,
and fulfilling those
declarations,” Kharge said.

Continued on Page 2
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With the Centre opening the
platform for verification

regarding the notification of the
implementation of the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
2019 (CAA), Pakistani Hindus
living in India have now started
filing online citizenship
applications in Delhi, Nagpur,
and elsewhere, according to
sources in the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs.

About 2,000 Pakistani Hindus
living in Nagpur are preparing to
seek Indian citizenship, with a
similar number documented in
the national Capital. The
migrants from the neighbouring
country are navigating the
intricacies of filing online
applications that will enable

them to reside in India without
the hassle of seeking visa
extensions and other paperwork.
While protests by certain
sections against the CAA
continue in Delhi, Assam,
Karnataka, and West Bengal,
leaders from Opposition parties
question the CAA notification,
alleging that only minorities are
being targeted.
Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister Anurag
Thakur lashed out at the
Opposition, saying thousands of
Dalit families from
neighbouring countries now
living in India were awaiting
citizenship. “Do those who came
from Pakistan and whose two-
three generations have passed
have no right to citizenship?” he
asked.
After the partition of the

country, then Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru promised that
minorities living in
neighbouring countries would
be protected, but Thakur

charged that the Congress did
nothing for it in the last 75 years.
Meanwhile, some relatives of
beneficiaries who entered the
country in recent years are

seeking relaxation in the cutoff
date to accommodate them. The
Centre implemented the CAA on
Monday, notifying the rules four
years after the law was passed by
Parliament to fast-track
citizenship for undocumented
non-Muslim migrants from
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and
Afghanistan who came to India
before December 31, 2014
Vinod, who hails from the Sindh
province of Pakistan, said he and
seven of his family members
crossed over to India through
the Wagah-Attari border on a
visit visa on December 31, 2014.
He said they hadn’t even dreamt
about the ‘life-changing’ event
that would unfold 10 years later,
referring to the CAA.
He is among those who have
already submitted their online
applications for Indian

citizenship. A resident of
Nagpur’s Jaripatka locality,
which has a sizable population of
Sindhis, Vinod mentioned that
he was a cloth merchant in
Pakistan when he came to India
with his wife, two children,
parents, and two other relatives.
“|We have been staying here on
long-term visas. We are thrilled
with the implementation of the
CAA as we will now become
citizens of India,” said Anand, his
colleague.
Both thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah for making
the CAA a reality.
Sources said the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) has been
receiving requests for relaxation
of the cutoff date for some
people who came to India six
months after his entry.
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Nayab Singh
Saini-led BJP

Government in
Haryana on
Wednesday won
the trust vote by
voice vote in the
State Assembly
here, a day after
he took oath as

the new Chief Minister. 
The Jannayak Janata Party (JJP) MLAs
left the House when the trust vote was
taken up. The JJP had issued a whip,
asking its 10 legislators to remain
absent from the Assembly during
voting on the confidence motion.
Speaker Gian Chand Gupta put the
trust vote for voting by voice vote
which the Saini
Government won.
Former State
Home Minister
and senior BJP
leader Anil Vij
was present in the
House.
During the voice
vote, besides JJP’s 10
MLAs, lone legislator of the Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD) was also not
present in the House. Congress
members asked Speaker Gupta to
conduct voting through secret ballot
but he refused saying there was no
provision in the rules for the same.

Continued on Page 2
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Equity benchmark index Sensex on
Wednesday crashed over 900

points to sink below the 73,000 level
due to widespread selling pressure
amid a sharp fall in smallcap and
midcap indices.
Besides, deep losses in utility, energy
and metal stocks and recent selling by
foreign investors added to the gloom,
analysts said.
Benchmark indices started the
session on a positive note, but the
selling intensified during afternoon
trade, with all sectoral indices ending
in the red.
The 30-share index tanked 906.07
points or 1.23 per cent to settle at
72,761.89. During the day, it dropped
1,152.25 points or 1.56 per cent to
72,515.71. 

Congress woos
women voters MOHIT KANDHARI ■ JAMMU

The office of the Election
Commission of India is set to

witness hectic activity on Thursday as
the Chief Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar will be first analysing the
data related to the electoral bonds
before sharing the details in the public
domain as per the directions of the
Supreme Court of India.    
The State Bank of India (SBI) has
already submitted the data related to
the electoral bonds to the Election
Commission of India on March 12.
The deadline to upload the data in the
public domain is March 15.  
“The SBI was supposed to submit the
data by March 12. They have given us
the details in time. I will go back and
look at the data (and) would disclose it
in time,” Chief Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar told reporters here in
Jammu after reviewing the poll
preparedness ahead of the Lok Sabha
polls.
The SBI is the authorised financial
institution to issue electoral bonds.
The SBI on Wednesday told the SC
that a total of 22,217 electoral bonds
were purchased by donors between
April 1, 2019 and February 15 this
year, out of which 22,030 were
redeemed by political parties.
The poll panel arrived in Jammu on
Wednesday to review preparations for
the upcoming Lok Sabha and much-
awaited Assembly polls in the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir after
holding consultations with the
political parties in Srinagar.
Sharing his assessment before leaving

for New Delhi, Rajiv Kumar said, “The
Commission is concerned about
holding Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections but the final call on whether
to hold two elections concurrently will
be taken after thorough consultations
with the security agencies and political
parties.” He, however, said elections
will be held soon without much delay.
“The majority of political parties we
met in Srinagar and Jammu demanded
that Assembly and Lok Sabha polls be
held simultaneously,” Kumar told
media persons at Jammu.
“Regarding holding Lok Sabha and
Assembly polls simultaneously, we will
take a final call after a thorough
security review and consultations with
the political parties. 
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Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
addresses a Press conference on poll
preparedness for the upcoming Lok Sabha
election, in Jammu, on Wednesday PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved two

new corridors of Delhi Metro’s
Phase-IV project — Lajpat
Nagar to Saket G-Block and
Inderlok to Indraprastha. The
total project cost of the two
corridors is estimated at Rs
8,399 crore, which will be
sourced from the Union and
Delhi Governments, and
international funding agencies. 
These two lines will comprise
20.762 kms. The Inderlok —
Indraprastha corridor will be
an extension of the Green
Line and will provide
interchange with the Red,
Yellow, Airport Line,
Magenta, Violet and Blue
Lines, while the Lajpat Nagar
- Saket G Block corridor will
connect the Silver, Magenta,

Pink and Violet Lines.
The Lajpat Nagar — Saket G
Block corridor will be entirely
elevated and will have eight
stations. The Inderlok —
Indraprastha corridor will
have 11.349 kms of
underground lines and 1.028
kms of elevated lines
comprising 10 stations.
The Inderlok — Indraprastha
Line will provide enhanced
connectivity to the
Bahadurgarh region of
Haryana as commuters from
these areas will be able to
travel on the Green Line to
directly reach Indraprastha as
well as various other areas of
central and east Delhi. 
These new lines will provide
direct connectivity and
reduce travel time for
passengers, eliminating the
need for long detours. 
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Haryana new CM
Saini wins trust
vote in Assembly

Sensex tanks
900 points 

Metro corridors set to
reduce travel time in Delhi

Electoral bond details to
be disclosed in time: CEC

Pakistani Hindus in India prepare citizenship applications under CAA

DELHI: Six out of
seven MPs dropped

Prominent BJP MPs Axed in Second LS List

HANS RRAJ HHANS HARSH VVARDHAN MEENAKSHI LLEKHI

GAUTAM GGAMBHIR PARVESH VVERMA RAMESH BBIDHURI

All former CMs
accommodated
● Former Haryana Chief

Minister Manohar LLal
Khattar

● Former Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj BBommai

● Former Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Trivendra SSingh

Left tto rright: Nitin Gadkari, Manohar Lal Khattar, Piyush Goyal, Anurag Thakur, Anil Baluni,  Pralhad Joshi and Tejasvi Surya

PARTY MARCHES AHEAD WITH ITS BEST FACES
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SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

Picking up from where she
left on Tuesday Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee continued to spit fire
on the BJP Government for
tossing an electoral “lollipop”
— at teeming non-Muslim
refugee population — in the
form of Citizenship
Amendment Act, which she
said was a deceitful legislation
that would finally end up not
in according but snatching the
citizenship of the migrant
population, particularly the
Matua community.
The Matuas are a scheduled
caste community that had
migrated to India from
Bangladesh in the face
religious persecution and have
large presence in the State’s
bordering districts —
including North and South 24
Parganas, Nadia, Jalpaiguri,
Cooch Behar, Raiganj etc —
impacting at least 8-10
parliamentary constituencies
and 55-75 Assembly seats.
Speaking to the media she said,
“This is nothing but a lollipop
being dangled at the poor
citizens who had migrated to
Bengal … as they are telling
this is not an Act that will
provide citizenship … this is an

Act that will finally usher in
NRC (National Register for
Citizens) which will ultimately
take away the people’s
citizenship rights.”
As CAA was related to NRC so
“we will never allow these to be
implemented in Bengal … we
will never allow detention
camps to come up in Bengal
like Assam where 13 lakh
Hindu Bengalis have been
incarcerated … we will not
allow such things in this State
… remember this is Bengal.”
Warning that the BJP

Government was playing with
fire Banerjee said, “NRC is
bound to follow CAA … those
who are not affected by CAA
now will in future be affected
by NRC.” Apparently the Chief
Minister’s statement was aimed
at both the Matua and
particularly the Muslim
community — to arrest the
post-job-scam alienation,
experts like BN Majumdar
said.
Later in Kolkata she said, “as
soon as you apply for
citizenship through CAA you

play into their hands … you
concede that you are not a
citizen whereas you indeed are
… if you are not a citizen then
how are you getting the
benefits of government
schemes, how are you getting
ration card or government jobs
or properties … Remember if
you get into this trap then you
are surrendering your rights …
what will happen to your
education, your children’s
education, your jobs, your
properties.”
Banerjee who — apparently in

view of a massive groundswell
of support for the new Act
among the refugee
communities — on
Wednesday suddenly cancelled
her anti-CAA march at Siliguri
said, “CAA is just a hoax a
bunkum a fraud on the people
… no one will benefit from this
… this is an electoral tool to
gain votes … so as to make up
for their lack of performance in
the past five years.”
Meanwhile, Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari assured the
people from a rally at Ranghat
that CAA had nothing to do
with obliteration of citizenship.
“It is a law to give and not to
take away citizenship as is
being falsely propogated by a
liar of a Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee … I also
assure my Muslim brothers
and sisters not to get worried
by CAA as it will not affect
them,” he said.
“Our liar of a Chief Minister
has said that once you enroll in
CAA will lose your benefits
like Laxmir Bhandar and
Swasthya Saathi etc but I can
assure you that if we come back
to power we will triple the
amount you get in Laxmir
Bhandar … that is from Rs
1,000 we will make it to Rs
3,000,” he said.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Describing Samajwadi Party
and Congress as

“liabilities”, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath appealed to people
on Wednesday to desist from
voting for these parties that
cannot ensure provision of
essentials such as ration,
housing, healthcare to the
underprivileged nor honour
people’s faith by getting the
Ram temple built in Ayodhya.
While inaugurating and laying
the foundation stones of 103
development projects worth Rs
241.26 crore in Unnao, Chief
Minister Yogi emphasised,
“Only those who work without
bias should have the right to
come to power. And there is
only one unanimous voice in
the country today, ‘2024 mein
ek bar fir Modi sarkar’,” he said.
Emphasising that the double-
engine government exists due
to the support of the people,
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath remarked, “With
your blessings, the temple of
Ram Lalla was constructed in
Ayodhya. The Congress and SP
have failed to undertake the
construction of Ram Lalla’s
temple.”
He also mentioned plans for
the restoration of Satan Pasi
Fort.
Asserting that ‘Viksit Bharat’
should be the collective
commitment of people, the
chief minister stated, “The
prime minister has emphasised
the concept of ‘Panch Pran’ for
every citizen. Fulfilling civic
duties is only possible when an
individual upholds the
Constitution and prioritises
the nation above all. Our
foremost aim should be the
welfare of the country.
Progress is achieved when we
work towards this objective.”

Highlighting India’s enhanced
global stature under Prime
Minister Modi’s leadership, the
chief minister remarked,
“Previously, India lacked
respect internationally.
However, in the last decade,
India has surged to new
heights of development. Today,
India stands as a global leader.
As we enter the second year of
‘Amrit Kaal’, in Prime Minister
Modi’s third term, our aim is to
propel India to become the
world’s third-largest economy
and herald the dawn of a
‘Viksit Bharat’. From Prime
Minister Modi to ‘pradhan
parshad’ (every local leader),
we are all dedicated to
advancing the cause of a ‘Viksit
Bharat’.”
Stating that Unnao is the land
of litterateurs and
revolutionaries, Chief Minister
Yogi remarked: “It was from
this very soil that the bugle of
independence was sounded by
the immortal martyr Chandra
Shekhar Azad. This is the
sacred land of Pratap Narayan
Mishra, great poet Suryakant
Tripathi ‘Nirala’, Gaya Prasad
Shukla, Acharya Nand Dulare
Vajpayee, Shivmangal Singh
Suman, Bhagwati Sharan
Verma, Dr Ramvilas Sharma,
former assembly speaker
Hriday Narayan Dikshit. From
revolution and nationalism to

worship of literature, it shows
the fertility of this place.”
The chief minister noted that
in Uttar Pradesh, a state
previously overlooked by
many, proposals worth Rs 10.5
lakh crore have been realised
through initiatives like the
fourth edition of
groundbreaking ceremony
(GBC@IV).
He emphasised the crucial role
of the development of UP in
India’s overall progress, stating,
“India will develop when UP
develops, and UP will develop
when districts like Unnao
advance through the
development process. Unnao’s
progress, in turn, depends on
the development of villages like
Chandrika Kheda.”
He added that every village
and community was actively
working towards achieving the
goal of self-reliance.
On this occasion, MP from
Unnao, Sakshi Maharaj, UP’s
Transport Minister
Dayashankar Singh, District
Panchayat chairperson Shakun
Singh, MLA Pankaj Gupta,
Ashutosh Shukla, Anil Singh,
Bambalal Diwakar, Brajesh
Rawat, Shrikant Katiyar,
Bharatiya Janata Party’s district
in-charge Archana Mishra and
district president Awadhesh
Katiyar and others were
present.

SAUGAR SENGUTPA n KOLKATA

Discontent spread like
wildfire in the Trinamool

Congress entering Mamata
Banerjee’s own household with
his youngest brother Babun
Banerjee on Wednesday
complaining injustice and
threatening to contest as an
Independent candidate from
Howrah, prompting the Chief
Minister to publicly snap her
family ties with him.
“I regard Mamata Didi who is
my elder sister as my God …
but there are some issues with
the distribution of tickets …
like in Howrah ticket was given
to Prasun Banerjee who has
not only insulted me but who
has also failed to do his
MPLAD works … there were
many other candidates like
Arup Roy (minister) Rajiv
Banerjee (former minister) but
the party still has considered
Prasun Banerjee … I will not
support him” Babun Banerjee
said.
On whether he too wanted a
ticket the Chief Minister’s
brother said that “I considered
myself as an able candidate but
the party did not think so … in
fact there are some people in
the party who spiked my
chances … now I will have to
find out these men,” adding, “I
am thinking of contesting as an
Independent candidate … I am
a voters in Howrah and will
give Prasun Banerjee a tough
time.”
Banerjee’s rebellion came
within hours of sitting
Barrackpore MP Arjun Singh
announcing his decision to
defy the party lines and contest
against Partha Bhowmick who
has replaced him as acandidate
from the constituency.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Amajority of tuberculosis
(TB) patients do not

exhibit the hallmark symptom
of persistent cough, a study
that analysed data on more
than 600,000 individuals in
Africa and Asia has said,
underscoring the pressing
need for innovative diagnostic
approaches to combat the
world’s most deadly infection.
This discovery seeks the
importance of ongoing
research efforts to develop
more sensitive and accurate
diagnostic tools, ensuring
early detection and prompt
treatment initiation for all TB
patients.

The study is published in the
journal Lancet Infectious
Diseases. The results showed
that 82.8 per cent people with
tuberculosis had no persistent
cough and 62.5 per cent had
no cough at all.
The infection is
predominantly transmitted by
coughing, but probably also
through simply breathing, said
researchers from the
Amsterdam University
Medical Center (UMC) in the
Netherlands.
“Our results indicate the
probable reason why, despite
huge efforts to diagnose and
treat the disease, the
tuberculosis burden across
Africa and Asia is hardly
declining. We already knew

that there was a giant gap
between the 10.6 million who
got ill with tuberculosis and
the 7.5 million cases that were
registered by health authorities
in 2022,” said Frank Cobelens,
Professor of Global Health at
Amsterdam UMC.
“A persistent cough is often the
entry point for a diagnosis, but
if 80 per cent of those with TB
do not have one, then it means
that a diagnosis will happen
later, possibly after the
infection has already been
transmitted to many others, or
not at all,” he added.
Further, the analysis of
national monitoring schemes
in 12 countries showed similar
results. While the majority
lacked cough, more than a

quarter of those with TB had
no symptoms at all -- these
were seen more in women
than men. Also a quarter of
the patients without cough
showed high loads of bacteria
in their sputum and were
probably highly infectious.
“When we take all of these
factors into account, it
becomes clear that we need to
really rethink large aspects of
how we identify people with
TB. It is clear that current
practice, especially in the most
resource-poor settings will
miss large numbers of patients
with TB. We should instead
focus on X-ray screening and
the development of new
inexpensive and easy-to-use
tests” Cobelens said.

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
directed authorities not to

take any coercive action in
relation to the proposed
demolition of the Pakistani
Hindu Refugee Camp at
Majnu Ka Tilla in the national
capital. Justice Mini Pushkarna
issued a notice to the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) and the Centre on a
petition against a public notice
dated March 4, which has been
pasted in the area asking the
residents to vacate the camp,
failing which it will be
demolished by the authority
concerned.
In an interim order passed on
Tuesday, the court noted that a
statement was earlier made on
behalf of the Centre in another
matter on extending support to
the Pakistani nationals
belonging to minority

communities.
“Considering the statement
made on behalf of the then
additional solicitor general of
India, as recorded in order
dated 29th May, 2013 in
WP(C) No. 3712/2013 that the
Union of India shall make
endeavour to extend all
support to the Hindu
community which has entered

India from Pakistan, it is
directed that no coercive
action shall be taken against
the petitioner till the next date
of hearing,” the court said
while listing the next hearing
in the matter on March 19.
The petitioner has sought
directions not to disturb or
demolish the Pakistani Hindu
Refugee Camp at Majnu Ka

Tilla till an alternative piece of
land is allotted to it, especially
in view of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019 that
protects persecuted non-
Muslim minorities from
Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh.
The petitioner has stated that
Pakistani Hindu refugees have
been living at Majnu Ka Tilla
for years, with basic facilities
being provided by authorities,
and their children are studying
in the nearby government
schools. The DDA’s counsel
said the National Green
Tribunal has directed that all
the encroachment on the
Yamuna floodplain adjacent to
the south of the Majnu Ka Tilla
gurdwara on the Yamuna river
belt has to be removed.
He further said although the
DDA might have sympathies
with the petitioner, it is bound
by judicial orders.

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

The international
conference titled ‘The

Growing Role of the Russian
Language in the BRICS and
SCO Countries: Education,
Language, and Culture,’ was
held on Wednesday at Bharati
College, University of Delhi in
collaboration with the
Department of Slavonic and
Finno-Ugrian Studies, North
Campus, University of Delhi
and the Embassy of the
Russian Federation, New
Delhi.
The event aimed to explore
the increasing significance of
the Russian language in the
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India,
China, South Africa) and SCO
(Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation) countries in the
domains of education,
language, and culture.
Yulia Aryaeva, Head, Cultural
Department, Embassy of
Russia in India highlighted
the role of Indo-Russian
relations, which have been
one of friendship and
international support. She
mentioned the use of language
as a tool for cultural
diplomacy, examining the
impact of literature, cinema,
and other cultural artifacts in
promoting cross-cultural
understanding and
cooperation among BRICS
and SCO nations. She shared
insights into the cultural
exchanges between India and
Russia, highlighting the
significance of language in
fostering bilateral relations.
Chief Guest, Professor Tatiana
Malchanova, Head of the
Russian Delegation,
highlighted the role of
language in promoting
intercultural understanding
and cooperation among
BRICS and SCO nations. She
spoke extensively about the
long standing traditions of
relations between India and
Russia especially in terms of
education.

Will not allow CAA in Bengal, says Mamata

Mamata snaps
ties with rebel
brother Babun

Most TB patients have no persistent cough,
more innovative diagnostics needed: Study

No coercive action in demolition of
Pakistani Hindu refugee camp: HC

Conference on
role of Russian
language held

Prominent
BJP MPs
axed
From Page 1

The BJP’s Central Election
Committee on Monday held
its second meeting to decide
on the candidates for the Lok
Sabha elections as its senior
leaders, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
went through the list of
probables for several States to
make final choices.
Earlier this month, the BJP
had announced its first list of
more than 195 candidates for
the Lok Sabha polls, due in
April-May. In the first list, the
BJP named its candidates for
195 seats spread across 16
States and two Union
Territories. However, two of
them, Bhojpuri singer-actor
Pawan Singh and Upendra
Rawat, withdrew after their
choices sparked
controversies.

From Page 1

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi announced
the “Nari Nyay” guarantee as
part of its manifesto. Rahul
announced these guarantees,
along with Kharge, while
addressing the Mahila
Sammelan as part of his
ongoing ‘Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra’. Rahul announced five
guarantees, including Rs one
lakh annually into the bank
accounts of poor women and
50 per cent reservations in
Government jobs if his party
is voted to power in the
upcoming Lok Sabha polls.
While Mahalaxmi Guarantee
is the annual financial
assistance of Rs 1 lakh to
each woman from
economically weaker
families, under the - Half the
population, full rights

scheme the Congress-led
Government will give 50 per
cent reservation in all
Government jobs for
women. 
As part of Shakti ka
Samman, the Congress
Government will double the
monthly honorarium of
Anganwadi, ASHA and mid-
day meal workers, while as
Adhikar Maitri, a paralegal,
i.e. legal assistant, will be
appointed in every
panchayat in the form of
Adhikar Maitri to make
women aware of their rights
and to provide necessary
help. The party also
promised Savitribai Phule
Hostel to be set up at least
one working women’s hostel
in all district headquarters
across India and the number
of these hostels would be
doubled across the country.

Electoral bond
details to be
disclosed ...
From Page 1

“One thing is sure we want early Lok Sabha and Assembly polls
in J&K,” he said. “We are ready for the 2024 Lok Sabha election.
We will ensure free and fair elections across the country. We
request voters across the country, including Jammu and
Kashmir, to enthusiastically take part in the festival of
democracy,” the CEC said. He said a social media cell will be
established in all districts to respond to fake news in real-time.
“Adequate security to be provided to all candidates and Central
forces will be deployed,” he said.
Kumar said strict vigil will be maintained on online cash
transfers through wallets in Jammu and Kashmir.
People above 85 years and those with a disability will be
provided a voting at-home facility in J&K, he said.
A total number of  86.9 lakh electors will be participating in the
maiden Assembly polls after the abrogation of Article 370.
A record number of 2886 centurions will be casting their vote
in the much-awaited polls across 11629 polling stations. Out of
these, a total number of all women 93 polling stations will be
established across the Union Territory. 
The election commission said 2.31 lakh first-time voters have

been added in the summary revision of 2024.

Haryana
CM Saini
wins
trust ...
From Page 1

Earlier, Saini had moved a
motion to seek a vote of
confidence in the Assembly. A
two-hour discussion took
place on the motion. Saini
said, “Our Government not
only has the trust of the
MLAs, but we also have trust
of the people of Haryana.”
JJP MLAs Devender Singh
Babli, Ram Kumar Gautam,
Ishwar Singh, Ram Niwas and
Jogi Ram Sihag left the House
when the trust vote was taken
up.
In the 90-member State
Assembly, the BJP has 41
members, and it also enjoys
the support of six of the seven
independents as well as of
lone Haryana Lokhit Party
MLA Gopal Kanda. The main
opposition Congress has 30
MLAs.
The BJP was comfortably
placed in Haryana Assembly
even without the JJP’s
support. 
The BJP named Saini as
Haryana’s new Chief Minister
on Tuesday, hours after the
surprise resignation of
Manohar Lal Khattar from
the post along with his
cabinet ministers.
During the discussion on the
trust vote, Chief Minister
Saini praised Khattar for the
works undertaken during his
nine-year-long tenure. He
said it is his first day in the
House as Chief Minister and
Leader of the House.
Before the Chief Minister
moved the confidence
motion, Congress MLAs
sought to know from Speaker
Gupta about the urgency of
convening the Assembly
session. “There was no
emergency,” senior Congress
leader Bhupinder Singh
Hooda said and claimed that
proper time was not given to
the MLAs.
Party MLA B B Batra asked,
“What was the urgency of
convening the session?”
Hooda asked the Speaker to
adjourn the session for at least
one hour so that the
legislators could reach the
assembly. To this, the Speaker
said it was the duty of the
members to reach the 
House on time. 

Metro ... 
From Page 1
They will also connect busy
commercial areas, addressing
the increasing congestion in
the city. “Today two new
metro corridors have been
given permission, on which
Rs 8,400 crore will be spent.
There will be about 8.4-
kilometer metro line from
Lajpat Nagar to Saket G
Block. It will have eight
stations. The second is from
Inderlok to Indraprastha, this
will be a metro line of about
12.4 kilometre. It will be
completed by March 2029...,”
Union Minister Anurag
Thakur said while addressing
a Press conference after the
Union Cabinet meeting.
“Eight new interchange
stations will come up on these
corridors at Inderlok, Nabi
Karim, New Delhi, Delhi
Gate, Indraprastha, Lajpat
Nagar, Chirag Dilli and Saket
G Block. These stations will
significantly improve the
interconnectivity among all
the operational lines of the
Delhi Metro network,” he
said. This metro stretch will
provide enhanced
connectivity to the
Bahadurgarh region of
Haryana. Presently, the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation
Limited (DMRC) has about
427 km of metro network
including 34 km of RRTS
operational for NCR reason.
The Delhi Metro currently
operates on a network of
392.44 km spanning over 12
corridors in NCR, consisting
of 286 stations.  The Delhi
Metro is already constructing
a network of 65 km as part of
its fourth phase of expansion.
These new corridors are
expected to be completed by
March 2026 in stages. Over 60
lakh passengers commute on
Delhi Metro every day. The
Delhi Metro is now one of the
fastest growing Metro
networks in the world. The
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
Limited (DMRC) has already
started the pre-bid activities
and preparation of tender
documents.
Earlier, the Delhi
Government had approved
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) for
the development of three
Metro Rail lines and is
seeking approval for three
other corridors under Phase
IV. The recent approval of the
Charbagh-Vasant Kunj
corridor in Uttar Pradesh and
the commencement of
integrated trials for Phase-1 of
the Metro-3 corridor in
Mumbai are also significant
developments in the
expansion of the Metro
network.

CM Yogi calls SP,
Congress liabilities

Congress woos
women voters
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The BJP on Wednesday
accused Opposition

parties of stoking communal
passion by speaking “lies”
about the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, as the
Modi government came
under attack over its
implementation. Delhi BJP
president Virendra Sachdeva
hit back at Arvind Kejriwal,
charging he has hurt the
sentiments of Hindu, Sikh,
Buddhist, and Christian
refugees living in the country.
Kejriwal on Wednesday said the

implementation of the
Citizenship Amendment Act
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls
was “dirty vote bank politics” of
the BJP and asserted that peo-
ple want this law to be repealed.
With this law, the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre has
opened the floodgates for the
arrival of a large number of
poor minorities from Pakistan
and Bangladesh into India, he
said at a press conference. 
The Union Home Ministry on
Monday notified the rules for
the implementation of CAA
that was passed by the
Parliament in December 2019.
The law grants Indian

citizenship to the persecuted
religious minorities — Hindu,
Sikh, Jain, Buddhist, Christian
and Parsi — from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh,
who came to India before
December 31, 2014. Even if
1.5 crore of the minorities in
neighbouring countries come
to India following the
implementation of the CAA, a
dangerous situation will arise,
he claimed.
“It will be a migration bigger
than that of 1947... Law and
order will go for a toss. There
could be an increase in rape
and dacoity,” said Kejriwal
who is also the convener of

the Aam Aadmi Party. There
are 3.5 crore minorities in
Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh, he said and
alleged, “The BJP wants to

spend the money of our
people in settling poor
migrants from Pakistan and
Bangladesh by giving them
houses and jobs here.”

He claimed that the BJP
stands to gain in the coming
elections as poor minorities
from the neighbouring
countries settling in India will
become its vote bank.
Implementation of the CAA
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls
was a “dirty vote bank
politics” of the BJP, Kejriwal
said.
The country demands
scrapping of CAA, he said and
asked people to vote against
the BJP if the law is not
repealed. Kejriwal said that
had the BJP government at the
Centre done its work in its 10-
year rule, there would have

been no need for it to
implement CAA ahead of the
polls. Kejriwal said today the
biggest problem facing the
country is inflation and
unemployment. It is
becoming difficult for anyone
to run a household; inflation
is at its peak. On the other
hand, our youth are running
from pillar to post to get
employment. They are being
beaten up. On one hand there
is a huge army of unemployed
in the country and the BJP
government in Haryana is
sending youths to die in Israel
where a war is going on. On
the other hand, the BJP wants

to settle Pakistanis in India
and provide employment to
their children.”
“What kind of nonsense is this
to bring people from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan to India and give
the rightful employment of
our children to them,”
Kejriwal charged, adding, “In
the last 10 years, 11 lakh
industrialists and
businessmen left India. If the
BJP must bring people to the
country, it should bring them
back to provide jobs.” The
AAP supremo appealed to the
citizens to demand the
revocation of the CAA.

STAFF REPORTER ■
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An IIT-BHU graduate was
arrested for his alleged

involvement in a ‘fake’ cancer
drug racket on Wednesday, a
day after the Delhi Police
nabbed seven people in
connection with the case.

Aditya Krishna (23), who
was arrested from Bihar’s
Muzaffarpur district, worked
as a supplier of spurious
cancer drugs in Pune and the
NCR region, police said.
The Delhi Police on Tuesday

arrested seven people,
including Neeraj Chauhan
(38), from several locations
in the national capital for
allegedly manufacturing and
supplying spurious ‘life-
saving’ cancer chemotherapy
drugs.

According to police,
Krishna, a BTech graduate
from IIT-BHU, operated a
chemist shop in Muzaffarpur
and used to purchase the
fake cancer drugs from
Chauhan.

Krishna was brought to
Delhi and was produced
before a court, the official
said. ‘He will be taken in

police custody for further
investigation.” The police on
Tuesday arrested seven
people, who were allegedly
involved in manufacturing
and supplying spurious ‘life-
saving’ cancer chemotherapy
drugs.
According to police,
Chauhan, a native of Uttar
Pradesh’s Baghpat, has done
a vocational course in
medical transcription from a
private institute in Delhi.
“He has worked as a manager
in the Oncology Department
of several reputed hospitals
in Delhi and Gurgaon from
2006-2022,” police said in a
statement.
“In 2022, he started working
with the mastermind of the
racket Viphil Jain. Since
then, he has grown
exponentially,” they added.
Chauhan also runs his own
medical tourism company
and lured foreigners who
come to India for cancer
treatment on the pretext of
providing affordable chemo
injections and leveraging his
medical sector expertise. He
would then mint money
from them in Dollars, police
said.

STAFF REPORTER ■
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Some political leaders,
including former Congress

MLA Balram Tanwar, former
AAP MLA from Badarpur
Narayan Datt Sharma, former
Councillor Ramesh Ambawat
and chairman of the Delhi
Government’s OBC
Commission on Wednesday
joined the BJP.
They joined party in the
presence of Union Minister
Anurag Thakur, Delhi BJP
President Virendra Sachdeva
and Leader of Opposition
South Delhi Lok Sabha
candidate Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri. Thakur and Sachdeva
welcomed everyone into the
party by garlanding with party
scarf.
Union Minister Thakur,
welcoming everyone into the
party, said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas” campaign has
brought holistic development
to the country, and the central
government assigns
responsibilities based on an
individual’s merit, rising above
caste and religion.
He said this time also, the lotus
will bloom in Delhi, and due to
the developmental policies of

the Modi government across
the country, it is certain that
Narendra Modi will become
Prime Minister for the third
time.
Thakur said when Arvind
Kejriwal entered politics, he

swore not to form an alliance
with Congress, not to take a
bungalow, not to take a car, but
today, he has built a palace
worth 100 crore rupees, and a
swimming pool worth 10 crore
rupees in his house.

IIT BHU graduate
held in fake cancer
drug racket case

SAMAR PANDEY ■ NEW DELHI

With the Delhi Police
grating permission to
a 5,000 member

group of protesting farmers
under Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (SKM) for holding the
‘Kisan Mahapanchayat’ at the
Ramlila ground in Delhi on
Thursday, the Delhi Police has
made elaborate security
arrangements at borders so
that no heavy vehicles
including tractors are
‘sneaked’ inside the city. The
traffic police have issued an
advisory for the commuters to
avoid roads leading to Central
Delhi.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (central) M Harsha
Vardhan said that farmers
have been allowed to hold the
‘mahapanchayat’ with the
gathering to not significantly
exceed 5,000.  He said the
farmers have given them the
undertaking where they were
asked to not come with
tractors, without any weapon
and also promised that they
will not hold any march in
Delhi.
Individuals travelling to ISBT,
Railway Station or Airport

have been advised to plan their
journeys with sufficient time
in advance.  A senior police
official advised the general
public to allocate ample time
when scheduling road trips via
the diverted routes.
The majority of farmers are
expected to arrive by trains,
while buses and four-wheelers
will be adorned with window
stickers and organisation flags
to facilitate hassle-free
transportation to and from
Delhi. Once the farmers are
dropped off, the vehicles will
be parked in designated spots.
According to the SKM, more
than 50,000 farmers from
Punjab are expected to attend

the event where a resolution
will be passed to intensify the
fight against policies of the
Modi Government.
The umbrella body of farmers’
organisations, which had
spearheaded the 2020-21
farmers’ protest at Delhi
borders against the three
central agriculture laws,
stressed that it would be a
peaceful gathering
The Police released a traffic
advisory concerning the
farmer’s protest, indicating
that traffic flow at city borders
will be impacted by picketing
and checkpoints, and urged
commuters to make
appropriate arrangements.

Opposition parties speaking lies about CAA, claims BJP

Prominent former Congress MLA Balram Tanwar, along with other Councillors, join
BJP in the presence of Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting Anurag
Thakur                                                                     Ranjan Dimri/Pioneer

Traffic curbs in city for farmers
Mahapanchayat at Ramlila today

Former Congress, 
AAP leaders join BJP
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on
Wednesday that people

from disadvantaged sections
like SCs, STs and OBCs are the
biggest beneficiaries of his
Government’s welfare
schemes as he accused the
previous Congress
dispensations of neglecting
them and never appreciating
their role in the country’s
progress.
Speaking at the launch of the
PM-SURAJ national portal,
he cited the election of Ram
Nath Kovind and Droupadi
Murumu, who come from
Dalit and tribal communities
respectively, as president to

assert that the BJP’s efforts to
ensure that those from
deprived sections reach top
positions will continue. The
opposition made every effort
to ensure their defeat, he said.
Taking a swipe at the

Opposition, Prime Minister
Modi asked the gathering that
consisted of people from
disadvantaged groups, “How
can anyone say I have no
family when I have brothers
and sisters like you?”
He said his government’s
schemes for toilets and

cooking gas have benefited
deprived sections of society.
“SCs, STs, OBCs are the
biggest beneficiaries of
government welfare schemes
for the poor,” he added.
The Pradhan Mantri Samajik
Utthan and Rozgar Adharit
Jankalyan (PM-SURAJ)
national portal aims to
provide credit support to
eligible individuals across the
country, including Scheduled
Castes and Backward Classes,
and sanitation workers.
This initiative is set to
facilitate financial
empowerment and enable
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
opportunities for the most
disadvantaged sections of
society. Modi said one lakh
beneficiaries from deprived
sections have been given Rs
720 crore assistance till now.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said here on

Wednesday the decision to
celebrate September 17 every
year as ‘Hyderabad Liberation
Day’ is a befitting tribute to
freedom fighters and will
ignite the “flame of patriotism”
among youth. The central
government had issued a
notification on Tuesday on the
commemoration.
In a post on ‘X’, Shah said it is a
historic day as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has decided to
celebrate September 17 every
year as Hyderabad Liberation
Day in honour of the martyrs
of the Hyderabad liberation
movement.
He said the decision is a
befitting tribute to the freedom
fighters and the martyrs who
made the supreme sacrifice to
remain a part of Bharat by
liberating the Hyderabad

region from the brutal Nizam
rule. “I welcome Modi Ji’s
landmark decision, which will
ignite the flame of patriotism
among the youth and
immortalise our icons of the
freedom movement,” he said.
In the notification, the Union
Home Ministry said

Hyderabad did not get
independence for 13 months
after the Independence of
India on August 15, 1947, and
was under Nizam’s rule. The
region was liberated from
Nizam’s rule on September 17,
1948, after a police action
namely ‘Operation Polo’.

The ‘Razakars’, a private
militia, had committed
atrocities and defended the
erstwhile Nizam rule in
Hyderabad. When India
gained independence, the
Razakars called for Hyderabad
state to either join Pakistan or
to become a Muslim dominion
while resisting its merger with
the Union of India. The people
of the region fought valiantly
against the atrocities of the
‘Razakars’ to merge the region
into the Union of India.
On September 17, 1948, the
then Hyderabad state was
annexed into the Union of
India following military action,
initiated by the then Home
Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel.
Modi government has been
holding an event on September
17 for the last few years to
commemorate ‘Hyderabad
Liberation Day’. Home
Minister Amit Shah had also
attended the event in the past.

Hyderabad Liberation Day befitting
tribute to freedom fighters, says ShahSCs, STs, OBCs my Government

biggest beneficiaries, says Modi
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has approved a

proposal for expansion of the
National Cadet Corps (NCC)
with the addition of three
lakh cadet vacancies. This
expansion is expected to cater
to the increasing demand for
the NCC from educational
institutions throughout the
country, defence ministry
said here on Wednesday. 
Giving details, officials said
from just 20,000 cadets in
1948, the NCC will now have
a sanctioned strength of 20
lakh cadets on its roles
making it the largest
uniformed youth
organisation of the world. 
With NCC being offered as an
elective subject as per the
National Education Policy
2020, the expansion will be a
step towards meeting the
aspirations of the youth
towards playing a pivotal role
as future leaders of the nation.
The far reaching impact of

this expansion will lead to
proportionate distribution of
vacancies across all States and
Union Territories and would
reduce the waiting list of
institutions aspiring for the
NCC. 

Rajnath okays NCC expansion
with three lakh cadet vacancies
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Tamil films super hero Kumar joins BJP
KUMAR CHELLAPPAN ■ CHENNAI

The “Supreme Star” and
“Super Hero” of Tamil
films R Sarath Kumar

joined the BJP on Tuesday
after disbanding the All India
Samathwa Party which he had
launched. Sarath Kumar, who
has acted in various roles  in
Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada
and Telugu movies has a
considerable fan following in
Tamil Nadu and Kerala. He
announced on Tuesday that
Narendra Modi was his role
model and was all praise for
the leadership of the Prime
Minister.
What makes Sarat Kumar a
super catch for the BJP is his
qualities as a communicator
par excellence while the other
super star Kamal Haassan is
yet to prove his credentials as
a public speaker. Joseph Vijay,
yet another super mega star in
Tamil filmdom is not known
for his oratorical skills. Vijay
is in the race for the post of
chief minister along with
Kamal Hassan though it has
to be seen whether they
would make any impact in the
Dravidian politics.
Sarath Kumar was a member
of the Rajya Sabha during
2001 to 2006 as a DMK
member and was a member of
Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly during 2011-2016.
He was close to AIADMK

supremo Jayalalithaa till her
last breath. Meanwhile,
Desiya Murpokku Dravida
Kazhakam, founded by late
film actor Vijayakanth, shut
its doors on BJP as
Premalatha Vijayakanth, the
general secretary of the
DMDK declared on Tuesday
that she was against the
Citizenship Amendment Act.
Premalatha said that her
outfit launched by Vijayakath
always stands for secularism,
socialism and anti-Hindutva
politics.
But R V Giri, former close
aide to Vijayakant, told The
Pioneer that the DMDK  was
facing an existential crisis
“The share of the party’s votes
in the Lok Sabha elections
held in 2009, 2014 and 2019
speak a lot about its state of
affairs. Since Vijayakanth fell
ill in 2016 the fortunes of the
party suffered a setback from
which it is yet to recover,” said

Giri, who was the election
manager of Vijayakanth when
the latter contested the poll
for the first time in 2006
assembly election.
Giri, former chief of the
Consortium of Indian
Farmers Association (CIFA),
disclosed that since the
demise of Vijayakanth last
year, the DMDK resembled a
rudderless ship. “Most of the
party MLAs crossed over to
the DMK in search of greener
pastures and the present
leadership is incapable of
leading the party at this
critical juncture,” said Giri.
The best performance of
DMDK was during the 2011
assembly polls when the party
which fought the polls as an
ally of the AIADMK emerged
as the second largest outfit
and Vijayakanth became the
Leader of the Opposition.
“But he cannot sustain the
momentum and had a big

fight with AIADMK supremo
J Jayalalithaa which resulted
in the DMDK getting
disintegrated faster than it
was formed,” Giri pointed out.
Premalatha Vijayakanth,
widow of the party founder
who took over as the general
secretary has proved time and
again that she has no mettle to
lead a political party. “The
DMK is out to finish off the
DMDK by forcing Premalatha
to join the DMK. Most of the
close confidantes of
Vijayakanth have crossed over
to the DMK,” said  Giri.
The two options before
Premalatha is either to join
the AIADMK camp or the
DMK. “She is asking for 5 Lok
Sabha constituencies and a
Rajya Sabha membership.
Neither the DMK nor the
AIADMK would part with
five seats which she has asked
for because the DMDK is a
sinking ship,” said a veteran
political commentator close
to the DMDK camp.
The DMK and the AIADMK
have finalized their teams and
are all set to launch the
campaign. TTV Dhinakaran
and O Panneerselvam, have
made up their mind to join
the BJP camp The PMK, an
outfit of the Vanniyar
community, said on
Wednesday that the party
would decide its course of
action by next week.



Elections are a busy time
for bureaucrats, politi-
cians and the media. It

is also a busy time for
astrologers, something that
the public may not be aware
of. Many leaders and candi-
dates visit astrologers to dis-
cuss their electoral prospects.
There are politicians who
reject astrology and dress in
progressive garb for the media
while consulting astrologers
in private. 
Durga Das, in his book
“India: From Curzon to
Nehru and After,” writes that,
upon the advice of the then
Planning Minister Gulzari
Lal Nanda, Pt. Nehru consult-
ed an astrologer in the year
1962. When the astrologer
predicted a Chinese aggres-
sion, an irritated Nehru told
the Jyotishi “you are talking
bilge.” A Chinese aggression
followed soon after, and Pt.
Nehru “was in a mood to lis-
ten to the astrologer,” writes
Durga Das. The Jyotishi, this
time, warned about Pt.
Nehru’s health. Durga Das
writes, “Fifty learned priests
were engaged by his admirers
to perform the prescribed
rites at a temple in Kalkaji, a
suburb of Delhi.”
Another Parliament election

is here. I must disclose that
the purpose of this note is to
present a few observations
based on astrology.
The questions about the elec-
tion that an astrologer faces,
even from an astrological
viewpoint, are complicated,
and precise analyses are
tough. It is difficult to analyse
the charts of all the candi-
dates. Besides, astrologically
too, there are numerous
things that might influence an
election — from the candi-
dates’ birth charts to the exact
time at which the nomination
is filed. Though ours is a data-
centric culture, these details
are hard to collect and collate.
Despite these difficulties,
astrologers attempt to study
elections. One way to do this
is to examine the chart of the
current premier and other
leaders. What do those charts
say? So, here is a short analy-
sis of our Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi’s chart.

Modi was born on a
Shuklapaksha Shashti, and
his birth star is Anuradha. He
is under the planetary period
of Mars which started in the
year 2022 and runs till 2029.
It is the sub-period of Jupiter
presently for him. This start-
ed last January and runs till
January 2025. The lord of the
ascendant, Venus, has
Vargottamamsha and is posit-
ed in the 11th house along
with Saturn. Mars is posited
in its own house along with
Moon and confers a
Sasimangalayoga. Jupiter’s
transit in the month of April
2024 will also be beneficial for
him.
Shri. Modi’s chart, and the
current time, are astrological-
ly very good, and it can be
said that he will come back
without a break and lead the
nation once again. The cur-
rent period — the planetary
period of Mars — would be
the best time in his life. He
can and will execute his pet
plans and projects at this
time. He will win his goals
and will not step back. 
Most likely, we will see a shift
in Shri. Modi’s style and focus
after March 2026 as, at that
time, the sub-period of Saturn
is coming to an end. He

might contemplate a change
in his ways at this time. There
is also a possibility of major
allegations coming up against
him with an intention to
defame him. From the horo-
scope, it can also be said that
he will be active in his polit-
ical career till he turns 79, that
is till the period of Mars
comes to an end. 
The position of Jupiter sug-
gests that he will be inclined
towards a spiritual life at the
later stage of his life. This
inclination will get stronger
after he turns 79.
These are general points that
one can arrive at from Shri.
Modi’s chart. Of course, one
will have to analyse many
other charts and aspects to get
a clearer astrological picture.
But the question is, is such a
thorough examination war-
ranted in public interest? One
may say that astrological
analyses are not scientific
and hence should be dis-
carded at face value. 
I would urge them to look at
the ‘scientific’ predictions
from our psephologists. One
can easily see that we,
astrologers, are much more
accurate than them.

(The writer is a vedic schol-
ar, views are personal)
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Mariupol,” which is a bit sad point for
India. However, the award gala celebra-
tion is always awaited. At this time, the
award Oppenheimer, which was the
story of an Atomic Bomb, picturises the
bitter battle between countries in the erst-
while Cold War Era. It’s time for all the
winner to cherish their hard efforts and
celebrate their success.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur
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Sir — A plane in Indonesia strayed off its
course after both pilots of the aircraft fell
asleep for 28 minutes, according to a
report released by the National
Transportation Safety Committee
(KNKT), a government agency. The
Indonesia Transport Ministry will launch
an investigation into the incident that took
place on January 25. According to the
KNKT preliminary report, both the pilot
and the co-pilot of the Batik Air BTK6723
fell asleep during a flight from A Kendari

in Southeast Sulawesi province to the
Indonesian capital Jakarta.
However, none of the 153 passengers and
four flight attendants on board the plane
were injured during the flight, and the air-
craft did not suffer any damage either. The
flight—which lasted two hours and 35
minutes—successfully landed in Jakarta.
During the flight preparation in Jakarta
on January 25, the co-pilot notified his
pilot that he had not had proper rest. After
the plane cruised at an altitude of 36,000
feet, the pilot asked the co-pilot to take a
rest, and he slept for about 30 minutes
inside the cockpit. The co-pilot also
known as the second-in-command pilot
woke up before the plane began descend-
ing to Kenderi. It was indeed a miracu-
lous escape for the 153 passengers and the
crew members.

C K Subramaniam | Mumbai
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Sir — The character and face of pseudo-
nationalist Donald Trump has been
exposed. Anyway, the character of nation-
alists is such that they work on the lines
of 'like the country, like the disguise'.
Yesterday we say one thing and today we
are forced to say something else.
Everything about them moves and
changes according to electoral mathemat-
ics. Their ideology and viewpoint are also
never permanent. Now, from 2017 to
2019, Trump administration considered
the Chinese app TikTok as the biggest
threat to Americans. Chinese company
ByteDance was accused of spying on
Americans. TikTok filed a lawsuit, argu-
ing that such actions would violate free
speech and due process rights. 
However, Trump was shocked by the
court at that time because he could not
present any evidence of espionage before
the court. That is why just before the elec-
tions to be held in November, he had
changed his attitude towards TikTok. Now
he has started worrying about the likes
and dislikes of the youth. According to
Trump, TikTok is loved by many people,
including a large number of young chil-
dren, who would be greatly affected by its
absence. Is this change of heart of Trump
a surefire recipe to capture the White
House?

Bal Govind | Noida
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Sir —The 96th Academy i.e. the Oscar
Award night made Oppenheimer a cyno-
sure for the evening. From the categories
of Best Director to Best Actor to Best
Supporting Actor, the movie captured
seven honours in its name. This award
night is a much-awaited ceremony from
the performers across the globe. From the
Indian perspective, the point to cherish
is the honouring of Indian Art Designer,
Nitin Chandrakant Desai.
However, Priyanka Chopra Jonas backed
the Indian documentary “To Kill a Tiger,”
and just lost to booking its trophy of Best
Documentary featured to “20 Days in

� � � � � 	 � � � � 	 � � � � � � �

���������	�
�����
�
��������	��
������������� ���������������� �������
	��
������������

��������	�
�������� 
��������������

��

��������	
��������������
����������	�
������	�����

�������

�
���������
��
����������	���������	
���������
������
���������	!���� "#$ ��		�
� 	�		�����	�


���������	�
���������������
����������
����
�������������������
����������
�����
�����

copying and paper leakage. I
still remember the touching
statement by the girl who
topped the Bihar School Board
Examination in 2016: ‘I only
wanted a second division but
Chacha ji made me top the
Boards’!
The latest reports from the
Nuh district of Haryana, clear-
ly indicate how unconcerned,
insensitive and inefficient our
systems are towards this nefar-
ious practice. How could one
ignore the recent paper leak in
the UP police recruitment
examination in which over 48
lakh young aspirants appeared,
then to their shock, found that
the exam had been cancelled
because of the paper leak?
In Rajasthan, 14 police sub-
inspectors along with others
have been arrested as details of
a paper leak and copying dur-
ing their recruitment exam
have appeared recently. In
Rajasthan, after 2019, on aver-
age, 3 instances of paper leaks
per year have been reported.
An analysis of paper leaks in
15 states during the last 5 years
has brought forth shocking
details that 1.4 crore young
persons have suffered because
of paper leaks. There are no
details available on how many
culprits and members of the
mafia have attracted any seri-
ous punishment.
There are reports in circulation
that the nakal mafia and paper
leak mafia have strengthened

themselves over the years to
such an extent that some of
them continue to indulge in
these nefarious practices on a
serial basis.
Obviously, either the establish-
ment is in collaboration, or it
is the total incompetence and
indulgence in corruption of
those agencies that are inter-
ested in conducting these
examinations. It is worth inves-
tigating whether any senior
officer has ever been sacked for
paper leaks in any of the
examinations conducted by
the school boards or those by
the recruitment agencies. How
silently the systems have
allowed another shocking
practice to flourish- solvers
being arranged in Board
exams and also in recruitment
examinations.
Imagine a doctor appearing for
a medical aspirant, and being
allowed to continue in the pro-
fession. It could happen only
in India! Recently, the central
government has brought about
a modal act in this context.
Some state governments have
also promised strict steps to
prevent nakal and paper leaks. 
The past record is so bleak that
people have no trust in pro-
nouncements and assurances.
If the concerned agencies were
really keen to eradicate these
aberrations, they could have
done so even with the existing
provisions of law.
Suspending or merely transfer-

ring an officer is in fact a
mockery of the seriousness of
the crime that is being repeat-
edly committed. Why can’t all
those responsible be sacked
within a couple of days?
There is a way out for long-
term reforms and it has been
indicated in the NEP-2020
which recalls the recommen-
dation of Justice JS Verma
Commission, first made in
2012, that over 10,000 teacher
training institutions are selling
degrees. Imagine the presence
of lakhs of ‘trained’ teachers in
the system having ‘purchased
degrees! They did not get any
training and are giving lessons
on values, morals and charac-
ters in our schools. The nation
must focus on a war footing in
improving its teacher educa-
tion institutions. These are
not the places for investments
and dividends. Once the right
culture is generated in teacher
training institutions, under
sincere and committed
teacher-educators, it would
flow to schools and then to
various professions. This is the
only way out, India can no
more neglect its teachers, their
genuine professional education
and continuous upgradation
and Inservice education. Once
achieved, it could provide a ray
of hope.

(The author works in educa-
tion, social cohesion and 

religious amity, 
views are personal)
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Independent India began its
journey under extremely
painful conditions. It was
only because of the legacy
of ancient democratic prac-

tices and the strength of equal
respect for all religions and faiths
that it could gradually create a
place for itself in the global com-
munity of nations. During the last
decade, India has acquired a
place of adulation and admiration
on the global platform. The
inherited system of education was
in tatters, and the literacy rate was
just around 18 per cent.
In spite of the tragedy of partition,
rampant poverty, and challenges
of food security as well as exter-
nal security, India slowly and
gradually stabilised its democra-
tic practices and that attracted the
attention of those who had proph-
esied that India was not a nation;
and after independence, it would
collapse! The initial leadership
consisted mostly of the freedom
fighters who had made great
sacrifices for the nation. It creat-
ed new institutions and strength-
ened academic and professional
centers, institutions and establish-
ments with an eye on the future.
It was an insightful initiative
established by the young gradu-
ates who established themselves
as the most sought-after group of
young professionals in the best
scientific research and technical
institutions in developed coun-
tries. These young professionals
established their intellectual supe-
riority in the NASA-National
Aeronautics and Space Agency -
of the USA. Subsequently, as is
well known, Silicon Valley prac-
tically stands ‘taken over’ by
Indian professionals.
India formulated the first nation-
al policy on education in 1968
and the next one in 1986/92. After
nationwide intensive consulta-
tions for over 4 years, the nation-
al education policy – NEP 2020
– was finalised and presented to
the nation for implementation.
This policy has received global
appreciation for its insights as well
as for pragmatic stipulations and
realistic targets. There, however,
are several concerns that threat-
en the smooth implementation of
the policy. These require urgent
effective remedial measures. 
One is particularly worried about
the ever-increasing practices of
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Abhijit Roy | Jamshedpur
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Sustained growth in the
sphere of knowledge
enrichment is an essential

factor for the advancement of
human civilization. Needless to
say, education is the backbone
of holistic growth for individ-
uals, society, and the nation.
Quality contemporary edu-
cation promotes economic,
intellectual, and social growth
by empowering youth with
attributes such as critical think-
ing, creativity, skill develop-
ment, innovation, and entre-
preneurship.
These attributes are essential
for inclusive growth, social
harmony, and horizontal and
upward mobility. Moreover,
quality education fosters scien-
tific advancement and helps
create a rational and just soci-
ety. With a superb demo-
graphic dividend, India’s com-

mitment to providing high-
quality 21st-century educa-
tion to its youthful population
will determine the future of the
country.
In this context, Rashtriya
Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan
(RUSA), an overarching cen-
trally sponsored scheme, has
become a key driver for pro-
moting equity, access, and
excellence in higher education.
The sole objective of RUSA is

to create an ecosystem for the
best quality higher education
by strategically funding high-
er education institutions under
state governments and union
territories.
RUSA also focuses on ensur-
ing equity in higher education
by promoting the inclusion of
women, tribals, minorities,
differently-abled persons,
socially disadvantaged, and
economically weaker sections.
Additionally, it also aims at
quality assurance, infrastruc-
ture development, faculty
recruitment, and research and
innovation.
RUSA is being implemented in
mission mode to fund state
government universities and
colleges to achieve education-
al objectives. This has helped
state governments with strate-
gic planning and execution for

completely revamping the
higher education ecosystem to
address issues of access, equi-
ty, quality, and related con-
cerns.
After the completion of the
first phase, it was extended as
RUSA 2.0 until March 2020,
with further extension provid-
ed until March 2021 under the
same programmatic and
financial frameworks.
RUSA, a norm-based and out-
come-dependent scheme, has
significantly contributed to
sectoral outcomes through
various focused components.
In the first phase, RUSA cov-
ered a total of 2,107 institutions
across different components
with a budgetary outlay of
8,118 crore for infrastructur-
al grants. Under the second
phase of RUSA, around 1,050
institutions received funding,

with a total allocation of 6,475
crore, of which infrastructure
grants accounted for a 35%
share and quality and research
initiatives constituted a 31%
share. Better achievement of
targets in certain areas has
been observed under the sec-
ond phase, indicating maturi-
ty in implementation and
processes.
An independent performance
review conducted by IIT
Bombay in 2017 found that
GER increased from 19.4% in
2013 to 25.2% in 2018, and the
teacher-student ratio also sig-
nificantly improved after the
implementation of RUSA.
While the number of accred-
ited institutions during the
scheme period has increased,
a large number of institutions
are still unaccredited.
Despite the high focus of the

scheme on infrastructure aug-
mentation, some surveys con-
ducted in the past highlight
gaps in infrastructural avail-
ability and the quality of infra-
structure in a few institutes.
Limited usage of ICT-based
classroom transactions has
also been observed in some
sampled institutes.
This new avatar of RUSA tar-
gets to reach out to the
unserved, underserved areas,
remote and rural areas, diffi-
cult geographies, LWE areas,
the North-eastern region, aspi-
rational districts, tier-2 cities,
areas with low GER, etc., and
to benefit the most disadvan-
taged areas and socio-eco-
nomically disadvantaged
groups. It also aims at revamp-
ing and re-energising the
learning system for the deliv-
ery of quality higher education

in tune with the key recom-
mendations of NEP-2020. The
focus of strategic funding
under PM-USHA, apart from
improving equity, access, and
quality, has shifted to transfor-
mative reforms such as gender
inclusion, multidisciplinary
education and research, ICT,
and enhancing employability
through vocationalisation, skill
upgrading, and innovations.
This would support around
1,600 projects worth Rs
12,929.16 crores, with a 60:40
sharing arrangement with the
state governments.
PM-USHA is the central gov-
ernment’s commitment to
meet the promises held by the
rich expanse of India’s state
universities. The country’s
future lies in empowering
these campuses to enhance
quality learning, and transfor-

mative research, and promote
skill development, innovation,
and entrepreneurship.
As a centrally sponsored
scheme, the vision of RUSA is
loud and clear that at times the
most important lessons of life
are learned outside the class-
room. This will also strength-
en the bond between educa-
tion and employment by
bridging the skill gap and sat-
isfying the entrepreneurial
hunger of youth. Finally, it will
empower youth with life skills
to contribute meaningfully
towards the economic, intellec-
tual, and social imperatives of
Bharat and thus realise PM
Modi’s vision of Viksit
Bharat@2047.
(The writer is Vice Chancellor

at Central University of
Punjab, Bathinda; 

views are personal)
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Development Goals converge,
“Sustainable Solutions” charts a
course towards a new planetary
future. Central to this journey is
the evolution of waste manage-
ment, emphasising the imperative
to minimise landfill-bound waste
through the principles of a circu-
lar economy - reduce, reuse, and
recycle. This necessitates innov-
ative approaches from environ-
mental service providers in recy-
cling waste materials.
Predictive analytics, fueled by
data and machine learning, holds
immense potential in optimising
waste management processes,
reducing costs, and enhancing
efficiency. As projected by the
UN, the influx of people into
smart cities by 2050 necessitates
a radical shift in urban manage-
ment strategies. With current
approaches inadequate to address
such growth amidst the backdrop
of climate crises and strained
urban infrastructure, the rise of
smart cities becomes imperative.
Efficient waste management
emerges as a cornerstone of this
transformation. 
Innovation and investment serve
as catalysts for economic prosper-
ity worldwide, but realising their
full potential requires conducive
public policies. Establishing a
supportive regulatory framework,
simplifying bureaucratic process-
es, and safeguarding intellectual
property rights are pivotal in
fostering innovation-friendly
environments. Additionally,
investing in STEAM education,
research infrastructure, and pro-
moting collaboration between
academia and industry acceler-

ates innovation ecosystems.
Financial incentives such as tax
credits and subsidies play a cru-
cial role in driving innovation
and investment in waste manage-
ment AI tools. Public-private
partnerships offer avenues for co-
financing R&D projects, incubat-
ing startups, and deploying ven-
ture capital. Moreover, nurturing
entrepreneurship through men-
torship programmes and pro-
viding access to seed capital fos-
ters a vibrant startup culture
essential for sustainable econom-
ic growth. Infrastructure develop-
ment, especially in transport and
communication networks, is
essential for facilitating innova-
tion clusters and attracting invest-
ments.
Collaboration and clustering
emerge as linchpins in fostering
innovation and competitiveness.
National policies that encourage
the formation of innovation clus-
ters drive knowledge sharing,
resource pooling, and collabora-
tive research, thereby creating
specialised centres of excellence.
However, integrating AI and
robotics into waste management
poses formidable challenges,
including data diversity, accurate
waste classification, and effective
recycling methods.
Transitioning towards a circular
economy necessitates radical
shifts in waste management prac-
tices to combat the escalating
environmental threats posed by
mounting waste. While smart
enabling technologies offer
promising solutions, numerous
obstacles hinder their widespread
adoption. Waste management

software integrated with AI and
computer vision streamlines sort-
ing processes, significantly
improving waste separation accu-
racy. Geographical indications
(GIs), often overlooked in favour
of major inventions (MIs), play a
pivotal role in promoting sustain-
able development. Examples
include community energy pro-
duction, organic food, and local
waste management initiatives,
which contribute significantly to
sustainability.
Addressing the surging global
waste generation requires com-
prehensive strategies leveraging
AI and sustainable practices. As
AI continues to evolve, ensuring
its sustainability and environ-
mental friendliness is paramount.
While sustainable AI solutions
hold promise in mitigating envi-
ronmental challenges, careful
consideration of potential unin-
tended consequences is impera-
tive.
In conclusion, the intersection of
AI, waste management, and sus-
tainable development offers a
pathway towards a more resilient
and prosperous future. Embracing
innovation, fostering collabora-
tion, and implementing con-
ducive public policies are essen-
tial to realising this vision. By har-
nessing the transformative power
of technology and sustainability,
we can pave the way for a more
equitable, prosperous, and envi-
ronmentally sustainable world.

(The writer is an Associate
Professor at the School of
Management, Presidency

University Bengaluru; 
views are personal)

Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) have garnered increas-
ing attention in recent years.
Today, the pivotal role of tech-
nology, particularly artificial

intelligence (AI), in achieving these
goals is gaining prominence, sparking
deeper discussions. As the world strides
towards sustainable development, smart
cities are embracing cyberinfrastructure
to foster holistic economic growth,
enhance the quality of life, and optimise
resource management. However, the
mounting challenge of waste manage-
ment looms large over many urban areas
due to the inefficiencies of traditional
methods. Yet, smart cities are proactive-
ly harnessing innovative technologies
like the Internet of Things (IoT), big
data, and AI to revolutionise waste
management, paving the way for a cir-
cular economy (CE). This transition
demands a paradigm shift towards a
more sustainable supply chain ecosys-
tem.
Innovative applications of AI, from
converting waste into valuable resources
to reshaping societal perceptions of
resource utilisation, are unravelling the
complexities surrounding environmen-
tal issues. They underscore the potential
of collaborative innovation and the
boundless opportunities that arise from
a unified global community. However,
embarking on this transformative jour-
ney requires caution, for once initiated,
there is no turning back. The revelations
unearthed along this path could funda-
mentally alter our worldview.
At the core of every challenge lies an
opportunity for innovation—a chance to
redefine the boundaries of what’s achiev-
able and ignite human creativity. Serving
as a compass through uncharted terri-
tories where waste management, AI
and the UN’s 17 Sustainable
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Biden, Trump clinch nominations
AP nWASHINGTON

President Joe Biden and former
President Donald Trump clinched
their parties’ presidential nomina-

tions Tuesday with decisive victories in
a slate of low-profile primaries, setting
up a general election rematch that many
voters do not want.
The outcome of contests across Georgia,
Mississippi and Washington State was
never in doubt. Neither Biden, a
Democrat, nor Trump, a Republican,
faced major opposition. But the mag-
nitude of their wins gave each man the
delegate majority he needed to claim his
party’s nomination at the summertime
national conventions.
Not even halfway through the presiden-
tial primary calendar, Tuesday marked
a crystalizing moment for a nation
uneasy with its choices in 2024. 
There is no longer any doubt that the
fall election will feature a rematch
between two flawed and unpopular
presidents.
At 81, Biden is already the oldest pres-
ident in U.S. history, while the 77-year-
old Trump is facing decades in prison
as a defendant in four criminal cases.
Their rematch — the first featuring two
U.S. presidents since 1912 — will
almost certainly deepen the nation’s
searing political and cultural divides
over the eight-month grind that lies
ahead.
In a statement, Biden celebrated the
nomination while casting Trump as a

serious threat to democracy.
Trump, Biden said, “is running a cam-
paign of resentment, revenge, and ret-
ribution that threatens the very idea of
America.”
He continued, “I am honored that the
broad coalition of voters representing
the rich diversity of the Democratic
Party across the country have put their
faith in me once again to lead our party
— and our country — in a moment
when the threat Trump poses is greater
than ever.”
On the eve of Tuesday’s primaries,
Trump acknowledged that Biden would
be the Democratic nominee, even as
seized on the president’s age.
“I assume he’s going to be the candidate,”
Trump said of Biden on CNBC. “I’m his
only opponent other than life, life
itself.”

Both candidates dominated Tuesday’s
primaries in swing-state Georgia, deep-
red Mississippi and Democratic-lean-
ing Washington. Voting was taking
place later in Hawaii’s Republican cau-
cus.
Despite their tough talk, the road
ahead will not be easy for either pre-
sumptive nominee.
Trump is facing 91 felony counts in four
criminal cases involving his handling of
classified documents and his attempt to
overturn the 2020 election, among
other alleged crimes. He’s also facing
increasingly pointed questions about his
policy plans and relationships with
some of the world’s most dangerous dic-
tators. Trump met privately on Friday
with Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor
Orbán, who has rolled back democra-
cy in his country.

Biden, who would be 86 years old at the
end of his next term, is working to
assure a skeptical electorate that he’s still
physically and mentally able to thrive
in the world’s most important job.
Voters in both parties are unhappy with
his handling of immigration and infla-
tion. 
And he’s dealing with additional dissen-
sion within his party’s progressive base,
furious that he hasn’t done more to stop
Israel’s war against Hamas in Gaza.
Activists and religious leaders in
Washington encouraged Democrats to
vote “uncommitted” to signal their
outrage. 
In Seattle, 26-year-old voter Bella Rivera
said they hoped their “uncommitted”
vote would would serve as a wakeup call
for the Democratic party.
“If you really want our votes, if you want
to win this election, you’re going to have
to show a little bit more either support
of Palestinian liberation — that’s some-
thing that’s very important to us — and
ceasing funds to Israel,” said Rivera, a
preschool teacher who uses they/them
pronouns.
Almost 3,000 miles away in Georgia,
retiree Donna Graham said she would
have preferred another Republican
nominee over Trump, but she said
there’s no way she’d ever vote for Biden
in the general election. 
“He wasn’t my first choice, but he’s the
next best thing,” Graham said of Trump.
“It’s sad that it’s the same old matchup
as four years ago.”

Ready to use nuclear weapons
if sovereignty threatened: Putin

PTI n KATHMANDU

Nepal Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal

‘Prachanda’ on Wednesday
secured a vote of confidence in
Parliament, as the country
struggled to maintain political
stability amid the shifting of
alliances. Prachanda, 69, a for-
mer guerilla leader belonging
to the Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist Centre) — the
third largest party in the House
of Representatives (HoR) —
received 157 votes in the 275-
member House of
Representatives (HoR).
Altogether 268 MPs were pre-
sent during the voting in the
Parliament building at Naya
Baneshwor in Kathmandu.
110 votes were cast against him
while one lawmaker abstained
from voting. Prachanda need-
ed 138 votes to win the trust
vote. “The Prime Minister has

won the vote of confi-
dence,” announced
Speaker Dev Raj
Ghimire.
The vote comes days
after the Maoist leader
dumped the Nepali
Congress and forged a
new alliance with the
Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist).
This is the third time that
Prachanda sought a vote of
confidence in the House in less
than one-and-a-half-year.
According to constitutional
provisions, a prime minister
has to take a vote of confidence
after an ally withdraws support
to the ruling coalition.
Prachanda was required to
prove his majority after he lost
the support of the previous ally,
the Nepali Congress, the largest
party in the HoR.
Prachanda’s new political
alliance is with the Communist

Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-
Leninist) (CPN-
UML) led by former
prime minister K P
Oli, who was regard-
ed as a top critic of
the Maoist leader.
Prachanda became

the prime minister for the
third term on December 25,
2022.
Last year, Prachanda faced a
floor test after the Oli-led
CPN-UML withdrew its sup-
port to the Prachanda-led gov-
ernment following a rift over
backing the main opposition
party’s candidate for the pres-
idential poll. In the 2017 elec-
tion, Prachanda and Oli
merged their parties and
secured a comfortable major-
ity. Oli became the prime min-
ister, but their partnership
ended halfway following differ-
ences between them.

China says boundary issue with India does
not represent entirety of bilateral ties

Russia says it killed 234 fighters
while thwarting Ukraine incursion

AP nMOSCOW

President Vladimir Putin
said Wednesday that Russia

is ready to use nuclear weapons
if its sovereignty or indepen-
dence is threatened, issuing
another blunt warning to the
West just days before an elec-
tion in which he’s all but cer-
tain to secure another six-year
term.
The Russian leader has repeat-
edly talked about his readiness
to use nuclear weapons since
launching a full-scale invasion
of Ukraine on Feb 24, 2022.
The most recent such threat
came in his state-of-the-nation
address last month, when he
warned the West that deepen-
ing its involvement in the fight-
ing in Ukraine would risk a
nuclear war.
Asked in an interview with
Russian state television released
early Wednesday if he has ever
considered using battlefield
nuclear weapons in Ukraine,
Putin responded that there has
been no need for that. He also

noted that he doesn’t think that
the world is heading for a
nuclear war, describing US
President Joe Biden as a veter-
an politician who fully under-
stands the possible dangers of
escalation.
Still, the remarks appeared to
be a message to the West that
he’s prepared to use all means
to protect his gains in Ukraine.
Putin said in line with the
country’s security doctrine,
Moscow is ready to use nuclear
weapons in case of a threat to
“the existence of the Russian
state, our sovereignty and inde-
pendence”.
“All that is written in our strat-
egy, we haven’t changed it,” he
said.
In an apparent reference to
NATO allies that support Kyiv,
he also declared that “the
nations that say they have no
red lines regarding Russia
should realise that Russia won’t
have any red lines regarding
them either.”
Lithuania’s foreign minister,
Gabrielius Landsbergis, recent-

ly lamented that the West too
often constrains itself with self-
imposed “red lines” regarding
Russia. He also welcomed a
comment by French President
Emmanuel Macron that the
possibility of Western troops
being sent to Ukraine couldn’t
be ruled out.
In the wake of recent battlefield
gains, Putin argued that
Ukraine and its Western allies
will eventually have to accept a
deal to end the war on Russian
terms.
“It shouldn’t be a break for the
enemy to rearm, but a serious
talk involving the guarantees of
security for the Russian
Federation,” he said.
Putin said that a recent spike
in Ukrainian drone attacks
deep inside Russia is part of
efforts to derail the country’s
three-day presidential elec-
tion, which starts Friday and
which he’s set to win by a
landslide, given his near total
crackdown on dissent and
tight control over Russia’s
political system.

PTI n BEIJING

China on Wednesday said
the Sino-India boundary

issue does not represent the
entirety of the bilateral ties and
called for enhancing mutual
trust between the two countries
to avoid misunderstanding and
misjudgement.
India has been maintaining
that its ties with China cannot
be normal unless there is peace
in the border areas.
Bilateral ties nosedived signif-
icantly following the fierce
clash in the Galwan Valley in
June 2020 that marked the
most serious military conflict
between the two sides in more
than four decades.
Responding to questions on
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar’s remarks this week
that the amassing of troops
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) has “not served
either of us well”, Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Wang Wenbin said, the bound-
ary issue should be placed
appropriately in the bilateral
ties. “China has stressed mul-
tiple times that the boundary
question does not represent the
entirety of the China-India
relations which should be
placed appropriately in the

bilateral relations and managed
properly,” Wang said.
While responding to a query
from a Chinese diplomat at the
‘Express Adda’ on Monday,
Jaishankar said, “I think it is in
our common interest that we
should not have that many
forces on the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).
“It is in our common interest
that we should observe the
agreements that we have
signed. And I believe that it is
not just in our common inter-
est and it is in China’s interest
as well. “This tension that we
have seen for the last four
years has not served either of
us well,” Jaishankar said.
Wang, in his reply, said both
China and India believe an
early settlement of the situation
on the China-India border
serves the common interest of
the two sides.
“We hope that the two sides
will follow the common under-
standing between the leaders
and the spirit of the relevant
agreements maintaining com-
munication through diplomat-
ic and military channels and
find a solution to the relevant
border issues that can be
accepted by the two sides at an
early date,” he said.
China has stressed multiple

times that the boundary ques-
tion does not represent the
entirety of the China-India
relations, which should be
placed appropriately in the
bilateral relations and managed
properly, he said.
“We hope that India will work
in the same direction with us
and approach the bilateral rela-
tions from a strategic height
and long-term perspective,” he
said.
Both countries should enhance
mutual trust and avoid misun-
derstanding and misjudge-
ment, he said. “We should
handle differences properly to
develop our bilateral relations
on a sound and steady track.”
When pointed out that
Jaishankar’s comments referred
to the resolution of the present
standoff in eastern Ladakh
where the two countries
deployed thousands of troops,
while China referred to the
overall boundary issue, Wang
said, “The two things in nature
are the same.”
“We hope that India will work
with us and follow the common
understandings reached by the
two leaders and the spirit of the
agreements and maintain com-
munication to find a solution
to the border issue at an early
date”, he said.

AP nMOSCOW

The Russian Defense Ministry
said Tuesday night that
Moscow’s military and securi-
ty forces killed 234 fighters
while thwarting an incursion
into Russian border regions
earlier in the day.
In a statement, the ministry
blamed the attack on the “Kyiv
regime” and “Ukraine’s terror-
ist formations,” insisting that
the Russian military and bor-
der forces were able to stop the
attackers and avert a cross-bor-
der raid. It also said the attack-
ers lost seven tanks and five
armored vehicles.
The reports of border fighting
earlier on Tuesday were murky,
and it was impossible to ascer-
tain with any certainty what

was unfolding in Russia’s Kursk
and Belgorod regions. Cross-
border attacks in the area have
occurred sporadically since the
war began and have been the
subject of claims and counter-
claims, as well as disinforma-
tion and propaganda.
Ukrainian long-range drones
smashed into two oil facilities
deep inside Russia on Tuesday,
officials said, while an armed
incursion claimed by Ukraine-
based Russian opponents of the
Kremlin unnerved a border
region just days before Russia’s
presidential election.
The attack by waves of drones
across eight regions of Russia
displayed Kyiv’s expanding
technological capacity as the
war extends into its third year.
The cross-border ground

assault also weakened President
Vladimir Putin’s argument that
life in Russia has been unaffect-
ed by the war, though he
remains all but certain to win
another six-year term after
eliminating all opposition.
The reports of border fighting
were murky, and it was impos-
sible to ascertain with any cer-
tainty what was unfolding in
Russia’s Kursk and Belgorod
regions. Cross-border attacks in
the area have occurred sporad-
ically since the war began and
have been the subject of claims
and counterclaims, as well as
disinformation and propagan-
da.
Soldiers who Kyiv officials say
are Russian volunteers fighting
for Ukraine claimed to have
crossed the border.

Nepal PM Prachanda wins vote
of confidence in Parliament



world 09NEW DELHI | THURSDAY | MARCH 14, 2024

AP n CHENGDU (CHINA)

Some investors in a troubled
trust fund in China are fac-

ing financial ruin under a gov-
ernment plan to return a frac-
tion of their money, casualties
of a slump in the property
industry and a broader eco-
nomic slowdown. 
Sichuan Trust, headquartered
in the southwest city of
Chengdu, announced it was
insolvent in 2020, stricken by
sketchy accounting and failed
investments in shopping malls
and other projects. A deadline
earlier this month to accept a
20%-60% “haircut” or loss on
their investments has left some
investors in deep financial
trouble, according to public
announcements and AP inter-
views with five people affected.
China’s economy, the world’s
second largest, depends heav-
ily on real estate development
to drive growth and create
jobs. Property prices and sales

have languished after a crack-
down on what leaders viewed
as dangerous levels of borrow-
ing, causing dozens of develop-
ers to default on their debts.
At the National People’s
Congress session in Beijing
last week, officials pledged to
do more to protect investors.
Premier Li Qiang said China
would work to control risks and
resolve the property crisis. 
For the people who put their
life savings into Sichuan Trust
and similar entities, it’s likely
too late. Around 300 of more
than 8,000 investors refused to
accept a government plan and
are looking for legal help, a rel-
ative of one investor said. A few
who attempted to come to
Beijing during the congress to
air their grievances were
blocked by police, the relative
said.
The ruling Communist Party
faces a dilemma: Debt is a
problem, but falling home
prices lead people to scrimp on

spending. That squeezes com-
panies’ sales, so they lay off
workers and cut back on invest-
ment. The result: slowing
growth and less wealth to go
around.
Inevitably, someone will end up
losing out as China’s debt cri-
sis unwinds, said Tsinghua
University finance professor
Michael Pettis. 
“Nobody wants to absorb the
loss. If you assign it to house-
holds, you weaken consump-
tion even more,” Pettis said. “It’s
got to be assigned. And that’s
the political problem.”
Trusts are a cross between a
bank and an investment fund.
Some advertised their offer-
ings as reliable, high interest
government-backed accounts.
They’re actually private enti-
ties that fund projects like fac-
tories and shopping malls.
Weak disclosure requirements
allowed them to use money
from new investors to pay
what they owed earlier ones,

a set-up somewhat like a
Ponzi scheme.
“Financial supervision was rel-
atively loose in the past, so the
design of these products,
including systems for protect-
ing investors’ rights and inter-
ests, had serious issues,” said
Zhu Zhenxin, chief analyst at
Rushi Finance Institute in
Beijing. “If underlying assets of
financial products won’t gener-
ate enough returns to pay such
high interest rates, default is
inevitable.”
The troubles at Sichuan Trust
first surfaced when the govern-
ment began restricting new
sales of trust products in 2020.
Without revenue from new
investors, it couldn’t pay its out-
standing debts.
That summer, Sichuan Trust
announced it had 25.3 billion
RMB ($3.5 billion at the time)
in debts it couldn’t repay. The
provincial government and
banking regulators took con-
trol, ousting the management,

reorganizing its books and
launching an investigation. 
Hundreds of investors staged
weekly protests outside the
company’s headquarters and
their losses became a political
issue.
In 2021, police detained
Sichuan Trust’s majority share-
holder Liu Canglong, a mining
and real estate tycoon who was
once the richest man in
Sichuan, a province of more
than 80 million people. He is
accused of embezzling trust
funds. 
In December, the trust
announced it would return
investors’ funds according to a
sliding scale of the original
investment. The larger the
investment stake, the larger
the loss.
That sparked more protests.
“We’re extremely anxious,” one
investor who asked not to be
named told The AP. “It’s so
cruel, the amount of money
they’re giving us is so little.”

Elderly retirees face big losses after Chinese trust
goes bust, reflecting turbulent economy

India’s progress under PM Modi
‘outstanding’, says Congressman
PTI nWASHINGTON

India has made “outstanding
progress” under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi from being
the 10th largest economy of the
world to soon to be the third
largest, a popular Indian
American Congressman has
said, adding that a revolution
is going on in India because of
digitisation.
“The progress (of India) is
outstanding (in the last 10
years). When I think Prime
Minister Modi was elected,
India was like the 10th econo-
my in the world, then it became
the fifth economy and very
soon to be the third largest
economy in the world. So there
is absolutely no doubt that
India has made amazing
progress,” Indian American

Congressman Shri Thanedar
told PTI in an interview.
Thanedar, 69, represents the
13th Congressional District of
Michigan and is highly popu-
lar among Indian Americans
across the country. A Marathi
speaker, he travels to various
parts of the US, meeting and
interacting with various Indian
American groups and organi-
sations. He was in India as part
of a Congressional delegation
last August.
“It’s a country of young people.
I think it has more young peo-
ple, percentage wise than most
nations. That is the strength of
India. India has now embraced
technology. We are seeing the
digitalisation of the financial
systems, the banking systems.
That digitalisation, that
progress, that technology has
reached smaller towns, vil-

lages. So there is a revolution
going on in India,” Thanedar
said.
“It’s all very exciting to see.
India continues to be a strong
force in the world. No one can
ignore India, including the
United States. The United
States must respect and honour
the ability India has and the
potential India and Indian peo-
ple have. And I think President
Biden understands that,” he
told PTI in response to a ques-
tion. Prime Minister Modi, he
said, established a good rela-
tionship with the previous
administration and also this
administration. “I think when
I was at the White House,
when Modiji came and we had
the dinner in his honour, I
could see the chemistry, the
friendship between President
Biden and Prime Minister

Modi. It continues to strength-
en,” he said.
“In my personal opinion, I
think the relationship needs to
be much better than what it is
now. As you know, India start-
ed with a non-alignment posi-
tion and many years India was
trying to balance between the
Soviet Union and the United
States. But time has now come
for India to fully trust and put
its faith and friendship into the
United States and focus on
working closely together,” he
said. “We need to become
much more stronger allies. We
need to have much more col-
laboration in terms of defense
and in terms of technology and
commerce in general. I think
there’s a lot more that can be
done, but I think we have a
good relationship right now,”
Thanedar said. 

Prez Murmu pays tributes to 
brave Mauritian ancestors
PTI n PORT LOUIS

President Droupadi Murmu
on Wednesday paid tributes

to the brave Mauritian ances-
tors at Aapravasi Ghat and
International Slavery Museum
here.
Murmu is here on a three-day
state visit during which she was
the chief guest at the country’s
National Day celebrations on
Tuesday.
On Wednesday,” President
Droupadi Murmu paid tributes
to the brave Mauritian ances-
tors at Aapravasi Ghat and
International Slavery Museum
in Port Louis,” the President of
India posted X.
“President Murmu climbed the
same 16 stone steps from where
the first indentured workers
from India began their new
lives in Mauritius, nearly two
centuries ago.  President
Murmu was warmly welcomed
at both sites by performers of
Bhojpuri Geet Gawai and Sega,
unique musical traditions of
Mauritius,” the post read on X.

Aapravasi Ghat is where the
modern indentured labour
diaspora began. In 1834, the
British Government selected
the island of Mauritius to be the
first site for what it called ‘the
great experiment’ in the use of
‘free’ labour to replace slaves.
Between 1834 and 1920, almost
half a million indentured
labourers arrived from India at
Aapravasi Ghat to work in the
sugar plantations of Mauritius,

or to be transferred to Reunion
Island, Australia, southern and
eastern Africa or the
Caribbean.
The Intercontinental Slavery
Museum is one of the key rec-
ommendations of the Truth
and Justice Commission of
Mauritius, which established
public platforms in 2009 to
investigate the legacy of slavery
and indentured labour from
colonial times to the present
day. It was the world’s first truth
commission specifically dedi-
cated to slavery.
Her presence at the 56th
anniversary of the
Independence and 32nd
anniversary of the Republic of
Mauritius marks a momentous
occasion for the India-
Mauritius special partnership,
the Ministry of External Affairs
said.
Murmu was also conferred
with the honorary degree of
Doctor of Civil Law by the
University of Mauritius,
demonstrating the depth of
bilateral ties.

Sunak pays tribute as new law
tabled in Post Office scandal
PTI n LONDON

British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak paid tribute to hun-

dreds of post office branch
managers, including several of
Indian heritage, as he con-
firmed that a new law to quash
their wrongful convictions
would be tabled in the House
of Commons on Wednesday.
The British Indian leader had
pledged action in the historic
UK Post Office scandal involv-
ing a faulty accounting software
named Horizon, which wrong-
ly accused sub-postmasters of
fraud. 
The government, which for-
mally owns Post Office Ltd, has
paid out millions in compen-
sation to many of the sub-post-
masters impacted, but there
have been many others still
waiting for years to clear their
name.
“I want to pay tribute to all the
postmasters who have shown

such courage and persever-
ance in their fierce campaign
for justice and to those who
tragically won’t see the justice
they deserve,” said Sunak.
“While I know that nothing can
make up for what they’ve been
through, today’s legislation
marks an important step for-
ward in finally clearing their
names. We owe it to the victims
of this scandal who have had
their lives and livelihoods cal-
lously torn apart to deliver the
justice they’ve fought so long
and hard for and to ensure
nothing like this ever happens
again,” he said.
The blanket exoneration, deliv-
ered through the Post Office
(Horizon System) Offences
Bill, will quash convictions
brought about by erroneous
Horizon evidence, clearing the
names of many people who
have had their lives ruined.
Affected sub-postmasters will
also receive an interim payment

with the option of immediate-
ly taking a fixed and final offer
of GBP 600,000. 
Under the proposed new Bill,
convictions will be automatical-
ly quashed if the postmasters
were prosecuted by the Post
Office or Crown Prosecution
Service (CPS) or charged with
offences carried out in connec-
tion with Post Office business
between 1996 and 2018 and rel-
evant offences such as theft,
fraud and false accounting.
The UK government has also
confirmed it will bring forward
enhanced financial redress for
postmasters who were not con-
victed or part of legal action
against the Post Office but still
suffered considerably due to
Horizon’s failures. 
These individuals, also known
as the “Horizon Shortfall
Scheme” cohort, will have the
option to receive a fixed sum
payment of GBP 75,000. Those
who have already settled for

less money will have their
redress topped up to this level,
bringing them in line with the
approach taken for members of
the Group Litigation Order
group of postmasters. 
“Postmasters have been fight-
ing for justice for years, and I
hope the introduction of
today’s legislation is the light at
the end of the tunnel they have
been waiting for… For those
who don’t choose this option,
their claims can be assessed as
part of the usual scheme
process, in which there is no
limit to compensation,” said
Postal Affairs Minister Kevin
Hollinrake.
The UK’s Department for
Business and Trade (DBT) has
now been made responsible for
delivering the new Horizon
Convictions Redress Scheme,
which will make redress pay-
ments to those who have had
their convictions quashed by
today’s legislation. 

Rio police release
17 hostages from
gunman on bus,
2 people hurt
AP n RIO DE JANERIO

Brazilian police said Tuesday
they released 17 hostages from
a gunman that took over a
crowded bus in Rio de Janeiro
and wounded at least two peo-
ple.
Rio police said in its social
media channels that all
hostages aboard a bus parked
at one of the city’s main termi-
nals had been freed “after a suc-
cessful work of negotiation” led
by its elite squad.
The man’s motive remains
unclear, Police Col. Marco
Andrade said in an interview
on TV news channel Globo
News. “We have children and
older people inside the bus,”
Andrade said, adding that very
little was known at this stage.
The bus was parked at the Sao
Cristovao terminal in the city
center and was scheduled to
head to the neighboring state of
Minas Gerais.  Police cars and
ambulances could be seen wait-
ing near the bus.

Pak Interior min
attacks Imran
on GSP+ status
PTI n ISLAMABAD

Jailed former prime minister
Imran Khan’s party has asked

the European Union to revoke
Pakistan’s Generalised System of
Preferences (GSP) Plus status
and was conspiring to “destroy”
its economy, the new Interior
Minister Attaullah Tarar said on
Wednesday.
The GSP+ serves as a special
incentive arrangement to pro-
mote good governance and sus-
tainable development by facili-
tating trade.
Pakistan was accorded the sta-
tus in 2014 which has now
been extended until 2027. The
country enjoys duty-free or
minimum duty on exports to the
European market.
Addressing a press conference,
Tarar claimed that Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI)
party sent an online petition to
the European Union to deprive
Pakistan of GSP+ status, which
serves as a special incentive
arrangement to promote good
governance and sustainable
development by facilitating
trade.
“Contacting the European
Union and asking them to
revoke Pakistan’s GSP+ status is
an attack on Pakistan. This is a
conspiracy to destroy Pakistan’s
economy and to inflict the poor
people of Pakistan with more
difficulties,” he said.
Khan had earlier urged the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) not to extend assistance
to Pakistan without conducting
an audit into the February 8 elec-
tions, which the PTI says was
rigged in favour of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) party led by former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif. Pakistan’s
GSP+ status would lead to
reduced inflation and increased
employment opportunities.

Navalny ally accuses ‘Putin’s 
henchmen’ of attacking him
AP n VILNIUS

Leonid Volkov, the late
Russian opposition leader

Alexei Navalny’s close associate
and top strategist, accused on
Wednesday Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s “henchmen”
of being behind a brutal attack
that left him hospitalised in
Lithuania’s capital and vowed to
“not give up.”
Police said an assailant attacked
Volkov on Tuesday as he
arrived in a car at his Vilnius
home, where he lives in exile.
The attacker smashed one of
his car’s windows, sprayed tear
gas into his eyes and hit him
with a hammer, police said.
Volkov suffered a broken arm
“and for now he cannot walk
because of the severe bruising
from the hammer blows,”
according to Navalny’s The
Anti-Corruption Foundation.
He was hospitalised, but later
released, and vowed on
Wednesday to keep up his
work.
“We will work, we will not give
up,” 43-year-old Volkov said in
a short video posted on

Telegram on Wednesday,
speaking with his arm ban-
daged and in a sling. “It was a
characteristic bandit greeting
from Putin’s henchmen.” 
This seemed to be a reference
to both Putin’s thuggish style
and his stint as a deputy mayor
of St. Petersburg in the 1990s
when it was considered one of
the most criminal cities in
Russia.
Police have launched a crimi-
nal investigation.
Gabrielius Landsbergis,
Lithuania’s foreign minister,
called the attack “shocking.” He
wrote on X, formerly Twitter:
“Relevant authorities are at
work. Perpetrators will have to
answer for their crime.”
The attack took place nearly a
month after Navalny’s unex-
plained death in a remote
Arctic penal colony. He was
Russia’s best-known opposi-
tion figure and Putin’s fiercest
critic.  Navalny had been jailed
since January 2021 and was
serving a 19-year prison term
there on the charges of extrem-
ism widely seen as politically
motivated.

Opposition figures and
Western leaders laid the blame
on the Kremlin for his death —
something officials in Moscow
vehemently rejected.
His funeral in the Russian cap-
ital on March 1 drew thousands
of supporters, a rare show of
defiance in Putin’s Russia amid
an unabating and ruthless
crackdown on dissent, as
Navalny’s widow Yulia vowed
to continue her late husband’s
work.
Volkov used to be in charge of
Navalny’s regional offices and
election campaigns.

Navalny ran for mayor of
Moscow in 2013 and sought to
challenge Putin in the 2018
presidential election. Volkov
left Russia several years ago
under pressure from the
authorities.
Last year, Volkov and his team
launched a project called
“Navalny’s Campaigning
Machine,” aiming to contact as
many Russians as possible,
either by phone or online,
seeking to turn them against
Putin ahead of the March 15-
17 presidential election.

‘US needs Indian immigrants’

US House passes bill to ban TikTok if
Chinese owner doesn’t sell
AP nWASHINGTON

The House on Wednesday
passed a bill that would lead

to a nationwide ban of the pop-
ular video app TikTok if its
China-based owner doesn’t sell,
as lawmakers acted on concerns
that the company’s current
ownership structure is a nation-
al security threat.
The bill, passed by a vote of
352-65, now goes to the Senate,
where its prospects are unclear.
TikTok, which has more than
150 million American users, is
a wholly owned subsidiary of
Chinese technology firm
ByteDance Ltd.
The lawmakers contend that
ByteDance is beholden to the
Chinese government, which
could demand access to the data
of TikTok’s consumers in the
US any time it wants. The
worry stems from a set of
Chinese national security laws
that compel organisations to
assist with intelligence gather-
ing. “We have given TikTok a
clear choice,” said Rep. Cathy
McMorris Rodgers, R-Wash.
“Separate from your parent
company ByteDance, which is
beholden to the CCP (the
Chinese Communist Party),
and remain operational in the

United States, or side with the
CCP and face the conse-
quences. The choice is
TikTok’s.”
House passage of the bill is only
the first step. The Senate would
also need to pass the measure
for it to become law, and law-
makers in that chamber indicat-
ed it would undergo a thorough
review. Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., said
he’ll have to consult with rele-
vant committee chairs to deter-
mine the bill’s path. 
President Joe Biden has said if
Congress passes the measure,
he will sign it.
The House vote is poised to
open a new front in the long-
running feud between law-
makers and the tech industry.
Members of Congress have
long been critical of tech plat-
forms and their expansive influ-
ence, often clashing with exec-
utives over industry practices.
But by targeting TikTok, law-
makers are singling out a plat-
form popular with millions of
people, many of whom skew
younger, just months before an
election. Opposition to the bill
was also bipartisan. Some
Republicans said the US should
warn consumers if there are
data privacy and propaganda

concerns, while some
Democrats voiced concerns
about the impact a ban would
have on its millions of users in
the US, many of which are
entrepreneurs and business
owners. “The answer to author-
itarianism is not more author-
itarianism,” said Rep. Tom
McClintock, R-Calif. “The
answer to CCP-style propa-
ganda is not CCP-style oppres-
sion. Let us slow down before
we blunder down this very
steep and slippery slope.”
Ahead of the House vote, a
top national security official
in the Biden administration
held a closed-door briefing
Tuesday with lawmakers to
discuss TikTok and the
national security implica-
tions. Lawmakers are bal-
ancing those security con-
cerns against a desire not to
limit free speech online.
“What we’ve tried to do here
is be very thoughtful and
deliberate about the need to
force a divestiture of TikTok
without granting any author-
ity to the executive branch to
regulate content or go after
any American company,” said
Rep. Mike Gallagher, the bill’s
author, as he emerged from
the briefing. TikTok has long

denied that it could be used
as a tool of the Chinese gov-
ernment. The company has
said it has never shared US
user  data  with Chinese
authorities and won’t do so if
it is asked. To date, the US
government also has not pro-
vided any evidence that
shows TikTok shared such
information with Chinese
authorities. The platform has
about 170 million users in the
US. The security briefing
seemed to change few minds,
instead solidifying the views
of both sides.
“We have a national security
obl igat ion to prevent
America’s most strategic
adversary from being so
involved in our lives,” said
Rep. Nick LaLota, R-N.Y.
But Rep. Robert Garcia, D-
Calif., said no information
has been shared with him
that convinces him TikTok is
a national security threat.
“My opinion, leaving that
briefing, has not changed at
all,” he said. “This idea that
we’re going to ban, essential-
ly, entrepreneurs, small busi-
ness owners, the main way
how young people actually
communicate with each other
is to me insane,” Garcia said.

PTI nWASHINGTON

The United States needs high-
ly qualified professionals

from India, an influential
American lawmaker has said,
advocating that the US Congress
remove the seven per cent coun-
try quota for issuing of Green
Cards that has resulted in decades
of long wait for professionals
from India who have moved to
this country.
“It’s so important that Indians are
able to immigrate to the United
States when they’re looking for
jobs because the United States
depends on high quality, high
skilled, very smart people com-
ing from all over the world to
work here. It’s one of the natur-
al advantages of the United States
that we welcome people from all
over the world,” Congressman
Matt Cartwright, who repre-
sents the 8th Congressional
District of Pennsylvania, told
PTI in an interview.
Cartwright is supporting the
move by Indian American organ-
isations, including the
Foundation for India and Indian
Diaspora (FIIDS) for removing
the per country seven per cent
quota in issuing Green Cards
every year.
“The problem is that we have
limited this to seven per cent
from every country, and that dis-
proportionately hurts big nations
like India. Not only big, but also
very highly skilled. There’s so
many highly educated people in
India, and it’s a resource that the
United States would be foolish,
foolhardy not to take full advan-
tage of the people who want to
come to this country and become
part of our economy and become
part of our brain trust in this
nation,” Cartwright said in
response to a question.
“Always, the United States of
America has always welcomed
people of high intellect and high
ethical standards and work stan-
dards to come here and invigo-

rate our economy. That’s been
part of a tradition in the United
States for a couple of hundred
years, and so to cut ourselves off
with this arbitrary seven per
cent number, that’s a mistake, and
that’s why I’m proud to be part
of the effort to do away with that,”
he said.
Responding to a question, the
Congressman said it is essen-

tial that the US has a close and
enduring friendship with India.
“The international trade that
goes on between the two coun-
tries is vital. The most impor-
tant export from India are the
people. In my own district in
northeastern Pennsylvania, it is
a vibrant, wonderful, family-
oriented community of
Indians.” 
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WOMEN’S DAY CELEBRATED 
International Women’s Day was celebrated under the leadership of Zonal
Manager AN. Singh in Punjab & Sind Bank, Zonal Office, Delhi-I. Forty
three branches under Zonal Office Delhi-I participated in the event. On
this occasion, all employees and officers participated in the event with
great enthusiasm and discussed various points. Further, competitions
were held in which all winners were honored with awards. 

RITES CELEBRATES WOMEN’S DAY
RITES Ltd, a Navratna Public Sector
Enterprise, celebrated Women’s Day
by hosting an interactive session at
their corporate office, Shikhar, in
Gurugram for its employees.
Renowned administrator Usha
Rangnani, Deputy Commissioner of
Police, IGI Airport, Delhi Police, led

the session as the guest speaker. Narrating her experience, Rangnani
highlighted the challenges faced by women officers and spoke about the
perseverance, the need to combat societal judgment, time management
and work-life balance. 

WARDWIZARD FOODS LAUNCHES #SHEVENTURES
In a bold initiative to celebrate Women’s Day 2024 and extend the spirit
throughout the year, Wardwizard Foods and Beverages Limited
announced the launch of the “#SheVentures” initiative. Guided by a
visionary leader, Sheetal Bhalerao, the Chairperson and Managing
Director of Wardwizard Foods, the initiative aims to foster strength and
confidence among women in various aspects of their lives, addressing
their diverse needs.

BUSINESS BBRIEF

PTI nMUMBAI

Chief Economic Advisor
V Anantha Nageswaran
on Wednesday said he is

“worried” over retail investors’
play in risky Futures and
Options (F&O) segment in
search of instant profits.
Speaking at a conference
organised by capital markets
regulator Sebi and NISM,
Nageswaran said the biggest
threat to sustainable capital
formation and also sustainable
economic growth is the “short-
termism” in attitudes that the
country is afflicted with.
Bemoaning the “furore” caused
every time, there is a
discussion on allowing
corporate groups to promote
banks despite the need for
capital in a growing economy,
Nageswaran said India Inc
needs to reflect on the state of

corporate governance practices
and analyse its own conduct.
“The biggest risk for sustained
capital formation and
sustained economic growth
is... In our short-termism,” he
said.
He added that it is “puzzling”
to see that a country otherwise
blessed with a “deep spiritual
heritage and wisdom” is
actually interpreting
mindfulness and living in the
present in the wrong ways.
Nageswaran rued that even
now, people are mentioning
handsome growth in F&O
volumes, despite Sebi’s own
studies suggesting that 90 per
cent of trades in the riskier
segment leading to losses for
investors.
“Our actions make me worry
that we may be interpreting
mindfulness and living in the
present as being myopic,” he

said, making it clear that those
two concepts stress on
performing one’s duty and
obligations without thinking
about the fruits of the actions.

He said there is a need to
change the outlook from a
behaviourial perspective to
achieve goals like long-term
capital formation and growth.

Nageswaran rued that there is
an “adversarial” attitude
among many stakeholders
when it comes to regulators,
wherein people overlook the

fact a regulator’s job is to have a
long-term view of things and
“providing counterbalance for
instant gratification or
myopia”.
“The underline focus that the
regulators have is to ensure
that we stay stronger for longer
rather than get caught up in the
immediate euphoria of our
growth rates, market
valuations,” he said.
Amid concerns that the
activity in the F&O segment is
fuelled by those seeking quick
profits, he said the rising
exposure of small investors in
the segment “is a worry
because we don’t want to go
through boom and bust cycles
again and again”.
Nageswaran said the economy
is likely to grow 7 per cent in
FY25 as well, which will make
it the third year in a row when
the GDP has grown at over 7

per cent.
Stating that capital formation
and economic growth are
interdependent, wherein one
feeds into another, he said the
only mantra for policymakers
in such times is not to be
conventional and described
India’s prudent response to the
Covid crisis as a case in point.
However, sustaining high
growth performance has been
“elusive” for India, which has
had short periods of high
growth that are typically
followed by a long period of
balancesheet repair, dud loan
cleaning for lenders, etc, he
said, reminding that “we need
to keep in mind that China
grew around double digits for
three decades”.
“There is a need to ensure that
we don’t indulge in excess
lending or excess borrowing in
the current cycle as well”, he

said, adding that we need to
make detailed plans with
projections on growth, capital
required, how it will come,
how much as debt and how
much as equity.
Banks also need to be
adequately capitalised to fund
the growth needs of the
economy, and corporate
ownership of banks will have
to be allowed if the banks are to
get the capital, he said. 
“Why is it a taboo to even
discuss corporate ownership of
banks? The fact that a mere
discussion of the idea of
licensing of banks to corporate
houses creates such a backlash
or a furore is indeed a cause for
reflection on the part of the
corporates too,” he said. 
“It is also unfortunately a
reflection on the overall state of
corporate governance in the
country,” Nageswaran said.

Retail investors F&O play for quick profits a worry: CEA

PTI n NEW DELHI

The finance ministry has
directed all state-owned

banks to review their gold loan
portfolio as instances of non-
compliance with regulatory
norms have been noticed by
the government.
The Department of Financial
Services (DFS) in a
communication addressed to
heads of public sector banks
has asked them to look at their
system and processes related to
gold loan.
“We have asked banks to
undertake comprehensive
review of the gold loan
business,” Financial Services
Secretary Vivek Joshi told PTI.
A directive in this regard was
issued last month advising
them to fix anomalies relating
to collection of fees and
interest and closure of gold
loan accounts.
The letter flagged various
concerns, including
disbursement of gold loans
without requisite gold
collateral, anomalies regarding
collection of fees and
repayment in cash.
The DFS urged banks to
undertake a thorough review
of the last two-year period
from January 1, 2022 to
January 31, 2024 so as to
ensure that all gold loans were
disbursed in compliance with
regulatory requirements and
internal policies of banks.
It is to be noted that the price
of the yellow metal has surged
to a record level. Price of 10 gm
gold in the last one month has
jumped from Rs 63,365 to Rs
67,605.

According to the letter, the
department has come across
instances of non-compliance
regarding the gold loan
portfolio and hence issued the
advisory.
The country’s biggest lender,
State Bank of India (SBI) alone
has a gold loan portfolio of Rs
30,881 crore as of December
2023.
Punjab National Bank’s gold
loan exposure stood at Rs
5,315 crore while Bank of
Baroda was at Rs 3,682 crore at
the end of third quarter.
As per the RBI norms, banks
or gold loan finance firms can
provide only 75 per cent of the
value of the jewellery.
However, relaxation was
provided during the COVID-
19 period to mitigate hardship.
The RBI had increased the
permissible Loan to Value
(LTV) for loans sanctioned by
banks against pledges of gold
ornaments and jewellery for
non-agricultural purposes to
90 per cent from 75 per cent in
August 2020. This relaxation
was available till March 31,
2021. Last week, the RBI
barred IIFL Finance Ltd from
disbursing gold loans, with
immediate effect following
multiple supervisory concerns,
including serious deviations in
assaying and certifying the
purity of the yellow metal.
RBI said the supervisory
restrictions will be reviewed
upon completion of a special
audit to be instituted by it and
after rectification by the
company of the special audit
findings and the findings of
RBI inspection to the
satisfaction of the central bank.

Review your gold loan
portfolio, PSU banks told

PTI nMUMBAI

Chartered accountants’ apex
body ICAI has “found

gross negligence on the part of
the auditors” of the now-
crippled edutech firm Byju’s,
said its president Ranjeet
Kumar Agarwal on
Wednesday.
Besides, the top official also
said the accounting body is
also planning to inspect the
books of payments major
Paytm.
“Our inspection has found
gross negligence on accounting
practices by individual
auditors of Byju’s and
accordingly we have
recommended to the Financial
Reporting Review Board
(FRRB) to take punitive
actions on auditors
concerned,” Ranjeet Kumar
Agarwal, the president of the
Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI),
told PTI here.
When asked whether the ICAI
will inspect the books of the
payments major Paytm group
now, he said, “As we have taken
a suo moto decision to look
into the role of the auditors of
Byju’s, we are now thinking
about looking to the role of the

auditors of the payments major
Paytm now”. 
Following a slew of regulatory
breaches, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has barred Paytm
Payments Bank from doing
any business from March 15.
The RBI action first came in on
January 31 when it asked the
payments bank to stop nearly
all its businesses except
allowing already loaded
payments from its wallets from
March 1, but later extended the
deadline till March 15.
On crisis-hit Byju’s, Agarwal
said, “The FRRB will review
our report on the conduct of
the auditors of Byju’s both
individually as well as at the
group levels, apart from the
role of the board of the
company. After this three-stage
review will form an opinion on
the role of the individual
auditors and take appropriate
action. After that, the report
will be made public”. 
For long the international
auditing major Deloitte was
the statutory auditors of Byju’s.
However, as the financial
trouble mounted at the
edutech major, it in June 2023
resigned midway, citing a long
delay in preparation of the
financial statement of the

company for FY22.
Following the resignation of
Deloitte, Byju’s appointed
another global firm BDO as its
new auditors. BDO’s audit arm
is MSKA & Associates.
The FRRB is a non-standing
committee of the Council of
the ICAI and was constituted
in July 2002.
The FRRB may determine
whether any scrutiny of the
books is necessary over
allegations of regulatory lapses
and their impact on the
payment bank’s accounting,
Agarwal said, adding that it is
the discretion of the board
whom to review and when to
do so.

“In cases of gross negligence,
which we have found in the
case of Byju’s auditors’, we will
proceed with further
investigation. If there are
minor issues, we provide
advisory guidance,” Agarwal
said at a function organised by
industry body CII.
Recently, the corporate affairs
ministry had asked its field
officers to expedite the
inspection of the books of
Byju’s and submit the report.
The ministry, which is
implementing the company’s
law, will decide on a further
course of action after receiving
the report from its regional
office.

In July 2023, a month after
Deloitte resigned as the
statutory auditor of Byju’s, the
ministry had asked the office
of the regional director in
Hyderabad to conduct an
inspection of the holding
company Think & Learn,
which is registered in
Bengaluru.
Last year, the ministry ordered
the inspection in the wake of
various developments at that
time at the edtech company,
including its inability to
finalise the statements and the
resignation of the auditor.
On February 23, shareholders
of Byju’s voted unanimously to
remove founder-CEO Byju
Raveendran and his family
members from the board over
alleged “mismanagement and
failures” at what was once
India’s hottest tech startup.
However, the company had
called the voting done in the
absence of founders as invalid
and ineffective.
Raveendran, his wife and
brother -- the only three
members on the company
board as of now -- stayed away
from the extraordinary general
meeting called by a group of
six investors, who collectively
hold more than 32 per cent of

Think & Learn.
In the end, more than 60 per
cent of the shareholders voted
in favour of all the seven
resolutions, which included
removing the current
management, reconfiguration
of the board and a third-party
forensic investigation into
acquisitions done by the
company, sources close to the
investors had said.
Meanwhile, delivering the
keynote address at the CII
event on financial reporting
and governance framework
Ajay Bhushan Prasad Pandey,
the chairman of the National
Financial Reporting Authority,
called upon the auditors
fraternity to do everything to
increase public trust in them.
“Everyone in the system,
especially the auditors, have to
ensure the five lines of defence
to ensure there is trust in
financial matters and
corporate governance. These
fine lines of defence are the
management of the company,
the audit committee and
independent directors,
auditors, investors and finally
regulators. These are also the
building blocks of sound
corporate governance,” Pandey
said.

Found gross negligence by Byju’s auditors: ICAI

PTI nMUMBAI

Equity benchmark index Sensex on
Wednesday crashed over 900 points to

sink below the 73,000 level due to wide-
spread selling pressure amid a sharp fall in
smallcap and midcap indices.
Besides, deep losses in utility, energy and
metal stocks and recent selling by foreign
investors added to the gloom, analysts said.
Benchmark indices started the session on
a positive note, but the selling intensified
during afternoon trade, with all sectoral
indices ending in the red.
The 30-share index tanked 906.07 points or
1.23 per cent to settle at 72,761.89. During
the day, it dropped 1,152.25 points or 1.56
per cent to 72,515.71. The Nifty plummet-
ed 338 points or 1.51 per cent to 21,997.70.
Power Grid was the biggest loser in the
Sensex pack, sliding over 7 per cent, followed
by NTPC, Tata Steel, Tata Motors, JSW Steel,
Bharti Airtel, Titan, Reliance Industries and
Hindustan Unilever. In contrast, ITC, ICICI

Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, Nestle, Bajaj
Finance and HDFC Bank were the gainers.
“In contrast to the global uptrend, the
unfavourable risk-reward balance of mid
and smallcap stocks, fuelled by prolonged
premium valuations, has aggravated the
downfall. Meanwhile, FMCG and contrar-
ian plays like gold are offering some refuge.
Other than the premium valuation no fun-
damental issue is noticed to drawback the
long-term growth image of domestic mid-
caps,” said Vinod Nair, Head of Research,

Geojit Financial Services.
In the broader market, the BSE smallcap
gauge tanked by 5.11 per cent, while the
midcap index declined by 4.20 per cent.
In Asian markets, Seoul settled in the green,
while Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended lower. European markets were trad-
ing mostly in the green. The US markets
ended with significant gains on Tuesday.
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) bought
equities worth Rs 73.12 crore on Tuesday,
according to exchange data.
Global oil benchmark Brent crude climbed
1.09 per cent to USD 82.81 a barrel.
India’s industrial production growth slowed
to 3.8 per cent in January, while the
February retail inflation at 5.09 per cent
remained within the Reserve Bank’s com-
fort zone for the sixth straight month,
according to the latest government data.
The BSE benchmark ended 165.32 points
or 0.22 per cent higher at 73,667.96 on
Tuesday. The Nifty ended flat at 22,335.70,
up 3.05 points or 0.01 per cent.

PTI n DHOLERA (GUJARAT)

The first set of
semiconductors will start

rolling out from Tata
Electronics’ plant here in
December 2026, union
minister for communications
and IT Ashwini Vaishnaw said
on Wednesday.
Speaking at the ground-
breaking ceremony of Tata
Group and CG Power chip
plants, Vaishnaw said India
will be among the top five chip
ecosystems in the world by
2029.
“The first chip from Dholera
plant will be out in December
2026 and chip from Micron
plant will be out by December
2024,” the minister said.
He said Tata’s Dholera plant
will make chips in 28, 50, 55
nanometer node.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday laid the
foundation of three chip plants
— two units by Tata
Electronics and the third by
CG Power — entailing total
investment of Rs 1.26 lakh
crore. The three plants include
the country’s first high-tech
chip manufacturing plant of
Tata Electronics which the
company is setting up in
partnership with Taiwan’s
Powerchip Semiconductor
Manufacturing Corp at
Dholera’s special industrial
region.
The plant will have the
capacity to produce 50,000
wafers per month and involve
an investment of Rs 91,000
crore. The Centre will
contribute 50 per cent of the
capex on pari passu basis.
These chips driven by
advanced technology will cater
to multiple sectors — power

management chips for electric
vehicles (EV), telecom,
defence, automotive, consumer
electronics, display, and power
electronics. Semiconductor is a
“foundational” industry
touching almost every aspect
of life, powering everything
from fridge to ACs and cars,
aircraft to trains.
PM also laid the foundation of
another new assembly and test
facility of Tata Electronics in
Jagiroad, Assam.
Tata’s Assam facility will be
built with an investment of Rs
27,000 crore and is expected to
generate over 27,000 direct and
indirect jobs in the region.
Notably, this will be India’s first
semiconductor unit in the
Northeast.
Tata Semiconductor Assembly
and Test (TSAT) will develop
indigenous advanced
semiconductor packaging
technologies, including flip
chip and ISIP (integrated
system in package)
technologies, with a capacity of
48 million chips per day.
The target segments for these
would be automotive, electric
vehicles, consumer electronics,
telecom, and mobile phones,
among others.
PM also laid the foundation of
the semiconductor unit of CG
Power, which it is setting up in
partnership with Renesas
Electronics Corp and Stars
Microelectronics of Thailand
at Sanand in Gujarat at an
investment of Rs 7,600 crore.
Renesas is a leading
semiconductor company
focussed on specialised chips.
It operates 12 semiconductor
facilities and is an important
player in microcontrollers,
analogue, power, and system-
on-chip products.

PTI n MUMBAI

Amid widespread concerns
over high stock valuations,

including from the regulators,
financial services industry
veteran Uday Kotak on
Wednesday said Indian
markets are not in a bubble.
There may be some “early
froth”, and it may be a “little
bubbly” but the markets are
not out of control, Kotak said,
speaking in the presence of top
officials from Sebi in a
conference organised by the
capital markets watchdog.
The statement from Kotak, the
founder and non-executive
director of private sector
lender Kotak Mahindra Bank,
comes two days after Sebi
chairperson Madhabi Puri
Buch had said that there are
pockets of froth in the small
and mid-cap stocks and the
regulator is looking into the
same to come out with a
possible consultation paper.
“It may not be appropriate to
allow the bubble to keep
building, because’ when it

bursts, they impact the
investors adversely. That is not
a good thing,” Buch had said.
Reacting to it, Kotak quoted
economist John Meynard
Keynes who spoke about
speculation to be not a bad
activity per se and also
mentioned about the bubble in
Japanese stocks between 1980
and 1989, saying the
benchmark Nikkei has been
able to regain its peak, only 35
years later after the bubble
burst.
“I believe at this stage, we are
nowhere near that risk and
there are enough checks and
balances in our system today
to compare ourselves in
serious bubble territory,”
Kotak said.
There may be “early froth” in
the market and it may be a
“little bubbly”, Kotak said,
pointing to Buch who was
seated close by, but added that
things are not out of control.
“As long as we keep watch and
manage it well, we can create
sustained capital formation
going forward,” he said.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Shares of ITC were in the lime-
light on Wednesday, climbing

over 4 per cent and adding Rs
22,890.82 crore to its market val-
uation, amid stake sale news.
The stock of the FMCG player
zoomed 8.59 per cent to Rs 439
during the day on the BSE. It
ended at Rs 422.40, up 4.49 per
cent.
Shares of the company jumped
8.29 per cent to Rs 438 during
the day on the NSE. The stock
ended at Rs 422, a gain of 4.33
per cent.
The company’s market capital-
isation (mcap) soared by Rs
22,890.82 crore to Rs 5,27,217.30
crore. It was the biggest gainer
among the BSE Sensex and
NSE Nifty firms.
In traded volume terms,
4,407.40 lakh shares of the com-
pany were traded at the BSE and
over 1,016.12 lakh shares at the
NSE during the day.
British multinational BAT PLC
on Tuesday said it plans to sell
up to 3.5 per cent stake in
India’s ITC Ltd to institutional
investors through a block trade.
In a statement, British American
Tobacco PLC (BAT), the single
largest shareholder in ITC Ltd

(ITC), said its wholly-owned
subsidiary Tobacco
Manufacturers (India) Ltd
(TMI) intends to sell up to
43,68,51,457 ordinary shares in
the Indian diversified entity to
institutional investors by way of
an accelerated bookbuild process
(block trade), subject to custom-
ary closing conditions.
Based on Tuesday’s closing price
of Rs 404.25 per share, the value
of the total ITC shares planned
to be sold by BAT is around Rs
17,659.72 crore.
“The block trade shares repre-
sent up to 3.5 per cent of ITC’s
issued ordinary share capital,” it
said, adding, that following the
completion of the proposed
block trade, BAT will remain a
significant shareholder of ITC,
with 25.5 per cent holding.
BAT’s initial investment in ITC
dates back to the early 1900s and
the two companies have a long-
standing, mutually beneficial
relationship, the statement said.

First chip from Tata plant will
be out in 2026: Vaishnaw

Sensex tanks 900 points, slips below 73k

ITC shares jump
over 4 per cent

Indian markets not
in serious bubble
territory: Kotak
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PTI ■ NEW DELHI

It’s mind over matter for
Hockey India as the sports
body hired renowned

South African mental
conditioning coach Paddy
Upton to assist the men’s
national team in the Paris
Olympics.  Upton, who played
a role in India winning the
2011 Cricket World Cup, will
be a part of the support staff
of the country’s men’s hockey
team in Paris. He was also
there when the team won gold
medals at the recent Asian
Champions Trophy and Asian
Games.
Indian men’s hockey team
chief coach Craig Fulton
confirmed to PTI that Upton
will be with his wards at the
Olympics. “We have Paddy
Upton, he will be with us in
Australia (for Test series). We
will be using him wisely. For
sure he will be there for
Olympics with us,” Fulton
said when asked about the
mental conditioning coach’s
services.
Fulton, who is also a South
African, believes that world
ranked fourth India are still to
reach their peak and there are
plenty of bases to cover in the

coming months. 
“We are not complete yet but,
in 4-5 months from the
Olympics, we will be there.
“Ideally any high-performing
team wants to win any
tournament. That’s the ideal
goal to be realistic. But
realistically, we are ranked
fourth in the world now, does
that mean podium ‘right now
no’ but that’s the beauty of
hockey,” he said.
“Realistically, we are not there
there yet but we still have
time.” The coach said the
Indian team is currently in a
development phase. 
“We are in a development
phase with the squad. We are
trying to create some depths
in different positions. That’s
important to do now because
it really counts in crunch
matches in Olympics,” he
said.
Talking about India’s recent
home campaign in the FIH
Pro League, Fulton said said
he was neither satisfied not
disappointed.
“If you look at the four
matches -- 2 against Holland,
2 against Australia -- I think
we are disappointed with the
second game against
Australia, 5 minutes to go we

were 2-1 up and then we
made a mistake which got
punished and then we lost the
shoot-out,” he said.
“The first game was a strange
one, we got to learn a lot of
lessons there tactically, but to
be 0-2 down after 90 seconds.
“But the Dutch games I feel
we were really organised. But
2-2 I felt was fair result for
both games. They are the
league leaders and they are
the team to chase at the
moment.”
Fulton is in no mood to make
any drastic changes in the
style of play and said the
upcoming Australia tour
holds great significance for
the side. “Now we are in
Bhubaneswar for next three
weeks for the training and
then we go to Australia for
five Test matches and that’s
really important, and then we
come back to Bengaluru and
after selection is done, we
leave for the Pro League.
“We are just carrying on with
our training, we are focussed
on becoming very strong
defensively, we need to
improve our offence. We are
not changing a lot, just
focussing on getting better
and consistent,” he said.

AP ■ JEDDAH (SAUDI ARABIA) 

Saudi Arabian team Al-Hilal
set a world record for a top-

tier team by winning its 28th
straight game with a 2-0 victory
over Al-Ittihad to reach the
Asian Champions League
semifinals. 
Al-Hilal had also won the
quarterfinals first leg by the
same score to advance 4-0 on
aggregate over its domestic
rival.
The 18-time Saudi champion
broke the previous recognised
record of 27 straight wins set by
The New Saints in the 2016-17
season. The Welsh team took
the mark from the great Ajax
team inspired by Johan Cruyff
in 1971-72.
“Everyone at Al Hilal is
delighted to achieve world
football history by winning 28
consecutive matches,” Al-Hilal
coach Jorge Jesus said on
Tuesday. “This is truly an
incredible achievement and I
want to thank everyone at the
club for their part in this
momentous winning record.”
Al Hilal’s dominating season
follows the club spending about
350 million euros (USD 380
million) on player transfers
after being effectively
nationalized by the Saudi
sovereign wealth operation, the

Public Investment Fund. It is
controlled by Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman. The last time the team
did not win was on September
21 in a 1-1 draw against league
rival Damac.
Al-Hilal, already champion of
Asia four times, is 12 points
clear atop the Saudi Pro
League.
“As I have said throughout this
period, however, records do
not matter as much as
trophies,” Jesus said. 
“It is up to everyone at Al-Hilal
to ensure that we close out the
season as Roshn Saudi League
champions and meet our
targets in the cup competitions.
Only then can we truly
celebrate.”
Second-half goals from Yasser
Al-Shahrani and Brazilian

winger Malcom sealed the win
at Al-Ittihad, which had striker
Abderrazak Hamdallah sent off
late in the game.
Al-Hilal will face Al-Ain of the
United Arab Emirates in the
semifinals in April. Al-Ain
eliminated Al-Nassr on
Monday, beating Cristiano
Ronaldo’s team in a penalty
shootout.
In the eastern zone, Ulsan HD
moved into the last four with a
1-0 second-leg win over
Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors in
this all-South Korean matchup.
After the first leg ended 1-1,
Seol Young-woo scored to give
Ulsan, champion in 2012 and
2020, a 2-1 aggregate victory.
Ulsan will meet either
Yokohama F Marinos of Japan
or China’s Shandong Taishan in
the semifinals.

AP ■ LECCE (ITALY)

Former Chelsea assistant Luca Gotti
was named Lecce’s new coach on

Wednesday, two days after Roberto
D’Aversa was fired for appearing to
headbutt an opposing player.
Gotti was Maurizio Sarri’s assistant at
Chelsea in 2018-19 and was more
recently the head coach at Udinese and
Spezia.
Lecce said Gotti was given a contract
until the end of the season that will be
extended if the southern club avoids
relegation.
D’Aversa lost control at the end of
Sunday’s 1-0 home loss to fellow
struggler Hellas Verona.
Verona striker Thomas Henry was
arguing with Lecce defender Marin
Pongracic after the final whistle when
D’Aversa went over to intervene, but
instead ended up knocking Henry over
with an apparent headbutt directly in
front of one of the match officials. 
Besides being fired, D’Aversa was given
a four-match ban that he will have to
serve if he is hired by another club.
Lecce sits a point above the relegation
zone after an impressive start to the
season when it was undefeated after
five matches.
Gotti’s debut will come at last-place
Salernitana on Saturday.
There have now been 11 coaching
changes in the 20-team Serie A this
season - including two each at Empoli,
Salernitana and Napoli.

AP ■ INDIAN WELLS (US)

Second-ranked Carlos
Alcaraz avenged a

previous loss to Fabian
Marozsan, winning 6-3 6-3
to reach the quarterfinals of
the BNP Paribas Open as
the top remaining seed in
the men’s draw.
A day after “lucky loser”
Luca Nardi stunned No. 1
Novak Djokovic in the third
round at Indian Wells,
Alcaraz on Tuesday

advanced easily over the
Hungarian who ousted him
from the Italian Open in
May. 
Marozsan was a qualifier
and the No. 135 player in
the world when he upset
Alcaraz - then on the verge
of taking the top spot in the
rankings - 6-3 7-6(4) in the
third round in Rome.
“Honestly, I was nervous
before the match. I’m not
going to lie,” Alcaraz said. 
“Playing against someone

that beat you. ... Today I
knew what I had to do.”
Australian Open champion
Jannik Sinner beat Ben
Shelton 7-6(4) 6-1 later
Tuesday for his 18th
consecutive victory. The
third-ranked Italian has
won 15 matches in a row to
start 2024, claiming titles at
Melbourne and Rotterdam.
It was the 150th hard-court
victory for the 22-year-old
Sinner, who became first
player born in the 2000s to

reach that milestone.
Sinner had a set point, up 5-
4 and 40-30 in the first,
before Shelton was saved by
a net cord. It then took
Sinner another 15 minutes
to close out the first set; in
the second, he went up 3-0
and coasted to the victory.
Sinner advanced to the
quarterfinals to play Jiri
Lehecka, a 6-2 6-4 winner
over Stefanos Tsitsipas. 
Alcaraz, the defending
champion at Indian Wells,

dropped the first set in his
opening match this year but
has lost just 12 games in the
other six sets. He will face
Alexander Zverev, who
rallied after losing the first
set to Alex de Minaur and
won 5-7 6-2 6-3.
On the women’s side,
Ukrainian Marta Kostyuk
beat Russian Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova 6-4 6-1,
and Anastasia Potapova
defeated Jasmine Paolini 7-
5 0-6 6-3.

AP ■ BARCELONA

Four years later, Barcelona
is again celebrating a

triumph in the knockout
stage of the Champions
League.
The five-time European
champions returned to the
quarterfinals with a 3-1 win
over Napoli on Tuesday.
Fermín López, João Cancelo
and Robert Lewandowski
scored for Barcelona as it
advanced 4-2 on aggregate
after a 1-1 draw in the first leg
in Italy three weeks ago.
Amir Rrahmani scored for
Napoli, which couldn’t repeat
its last-eight appearance from
last season, when it won a
knockout round for the first
time.
Barcelona had been
eliminated in the group stage
the last two years and hadn’t

reached the quarterfinals
since 2019-20, when it lost to
Bayern Munich.
“It was an incredible night,”
Barcelona midfielder Sergi
Roberto said. 
“It had been four years since
this club was where it
deserves to be. We have to
enjoy this moment.”
In the other Champions
League match on Tuesday,
Arsenal eliminated Porto in a
penalty shootout after a 1-1
aggregate draw.
The Champions League
could be Barcelona’s last
realistic chance for a title this
season. It was eliminated in
the Copa del Rey and trails
Spanish league leader Real
Madrid by seven points.
Coach Xavi Hernández
already announced he will
leave at the end of the
season.

“It was a great match, very
complete,” Xavi said. 
“We have been criticised
unfairly, and today we showed
that this team is prepared to
compete in Europe. We are
among the best eight teams in
Europe. We have to enjoy it.”
The victory also means extra
income for Barcelona, which
has been struggling
financially recently. 
The Catalan club is unbeaten
in six meetings with Napoli in
all competitions.
It struggled to keep the Italian
side from threatening after
taking the early lead at Estadi
Olímpic Lluís Companys.
Goalkeeper Marc-André ter
Stegen, making his 100th
UEFA appearance, was tested
often by Napoli’s attack.
Barcelona had a few chances
to increase its lead on
counterattacks before

Lewandowski sealed the win
from close range in the 83rd
after an assist by substitute
Roberto. Lewandowski has
scored 13 goals in his last 13
knockout stage games in the
Champions League.
López put the hosts ahead
with a shot from the middle
of the area in the 15th minute
after a low cross by Raphinha,
who also set up Cancelo’s goal
two minutes later. The Brazil
forward hit the post from
inside the area and the ball
bounced back for an easy
strike by Cancelo.
Napoli got on the board in the
30th with Rrahmani finding
the net with a low left-footed
shot for his first European
goal.
“We gave them too much
space, we lost possession
often, we started with the
wrong attitude and didn’t

defend well,” Napoli coach
Francesco Calzona said.
Barcelona teenager Lamine
Yamal had a goal disallowed
for offside in the 68th.
The last time Barcelona
played in the quarterfinals it
had also eliminated Napoli 4-
2 on aggregate in the round of
16.
Xavi still couldn’t count on
several players because of
injuries, including Pedri,
Frenkie De Jong and Ferran
Torres. He played with 17-
year-old Pau Cubarsí as a
central defender, and the
teenager was named the man
of the match as he helped
contain Napoli’s attack in his
European debut.
The other teams that have
advanced to the last eight
include Real Madrid, Bayern
Munich, Paris Saint-Germain
and Manchester City.

Barcelona back in Champions League quarterfinals 

Luca named
Lecce new
coach

Al Hilal wins 28th straight
game to set record

AP ■ GENEVA

Banned by UEFA from European
competitions this season for

breaking financial rules, Juventus still
qualified for the 2025 Club World
Cup when Napoli went out of the
Champions League.
Barcelona beat Napoli 3-1 in the
second leg of the round of 16 on
Tuesday to seal a 4-2 win on
aggregate score that ensured Juventus
advanced through a European
ranking system to the revamped FIFA
event.
Juventus is the 21st team to qualify
for the inaugural 32-team edition of
the Club World Cup that will be
played in the United States in June-

July 2025 by the continental
champions from 2021 through 2024
plus other high-ranked teams from
those competitions. Juventus
advanced one day after its former
player Cristiano Ronaldo’s Saudi
Arabian club Al Nassr fell out of
contention on being eliminated in the
Asian Champions League
quarterfinals.
Barcelona is still not sure to be among
Europe’s 12 entries because it trails
Spanish rival Atletico Madrid in the
European rankings.
Champions League winners in the
four-year period - Chelsea, Real
Madrid and Manchester City so far -
will be joined by eight or nine teams
finishing highest in a table counting
all results in the competition.

Countries also are limited to two
entries unless they have more than
two winners of the continental title.
Inter Milan, which reached the
Champions League final last season,
already secured its Club World Cup
place by ranking and Napoli’s exit
Tuesday ensured Juventus cannot be
overtaken as the second-best Italian
team. Juventus reached the
Champions League round of 16 twice
in the four-year span and also played
in the group stage last season. It is
currently No. 14 in the European
ranking table though behind three
teams from each of England, Germany
and Spain which will reach their
quota. UEFA imposed a one-season
ban on Juventus from its competitions
in July in the fallout from a false
accounting case that also saw the team
deducted points in Serie A.
Juventus also was fined 10 million
euros ($11 million) by UEFA though
should more than recoup that in Club
World Cup prize money paid by FIFA
next year. The June 15-July 13
tournament has the established
World Cup format of eight four-team
groups then a 16-team knockout
bracket. 
Bayern Munich, Paris Saint-
Germain, Porto, Borussia Dortmund
and Benfica also have qualified, and
will be joined by either Atletico or
Barcelona. Other teams still in
contention include Arsenal, PSV
Eindhoven and Salzburg. 

Juventus advances to
2025 Club World Cup

Paddy to help Indian men hockey team in Paris Olympics 

Carlos advances to quarterfinals at Indian Wells
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PTI n DUBAI

Anine-wicket haul in his
100th Test match
helped Indian off-

spinner Ravichandran Ashwin
re-claim the top spot in the
bowlers’ list, while his captain
Rohit Sharma was back in the
top-10 at sixth in the batting
charts of the latest ICC
rankings on Wednesday.
Ashwin was at his best
throughout the Dharamsala
contest against England as the
experienced right-armer
picked up four wickets in the

first innings and then a 36th
five-wicket haul in the second
innings as India cruised to a
dominant triumph in the fifth
and final Test of their series.
The big haul helped Ashwin
move past teammate Jasprit
Bumrah into the premier
position that he previously
held earlier this year, the ICC
said in a statement.
Rohit, who smashed a
hundred in Dharmsala, rose
five places to sixth and within
108 rating points of No.1
ranked Test batter Kane
Williamson.

Yashasvi Jaiswal (up two
places to eighth) and
Shubman Gill (up 11 spots to
equal 20th) reached new
career-best ratings following
excellent individual series
against Ben Stokes’ side.
Bumrah fell into a share of the
second position with Australia
seamer Josh Hazlewood
following his six scalps in the
second Test against New
Zealand in Christchurch.
Ashwin’s teammate Kuldeep
Yadav earned a new career-
high rating and jumped 15
places to 16th overall on the

latest rankings following his
seven wickets and Player of
the Match heroics against
England.
New Zealand’s Matt Henry
(up six spots to 12th) also
moved up to a career-best
mark.
India spinner Ravindra Jadeja
remained well out in front of
second-placed Ashwin in the
updated list for Test all-
rounders, with Australia
skipper Pat Cummins (up two
places to eighth) and Henry
(up six spots to 11th) among
the big movers. 

ASHWIN REPLACES BUMRAH
AT TOP OF ICC TEST RANKINGS

ROHIT RISES TO 6TH AMONG BATTERS

PTI n LONDON

Veteran England pacer
James Anderson has

revealed that Kuldeep Yadav
had a hunch about being his
700th Test wicket when the
two came face to face during
the fifth and final Test against
India in Dharamsala.
Anderson became the first
pacer and third bowler to take
700 Test wickets on March 9
with Yadav being his landmark
scalp. It was Anderson’s 187th
Test appearance.
“Kuldeep edged one down to
third man for a single. As he
got to the non-striker’s end,
and as I was walking back to
my mark, he said: ‘I’m going to
be you 700th wicket’,”
Anderson said BBC’s
Tailenders podcast. 
“He wasn’t saying he was trying
to get out, he was just saying he
had a feeling. We both laughed
at it.” 

Anderson, however, said the
moment would have been
more joyous had England
finished on the winning side in
the series which they lost 1-4. 
“I didn’t celebrate, there was
nothing to celebrate. Obviously
that was a nice moment to
achieve the feat on a
picturesque ground. I would
have felt a bit more excited if
we would have won,” the 41-
year-old pacer said. 
“I don’t play cricket for
milestones, I play cricket to
win matches for my team.”
Anderson said despite the
defeat, there was plenty of
positives to take home from
the away series. 
“I really enjoyed this tour,
obviously we lost 4-1, the
results weren’t that great but we
stuck together really well as a
group. There were young
spinners and batters who will
learn so much from this tour,”
he said. 

Kuldeep had inkling
he will be my 700th
Test scalp: Anderson

PTI n CHRISTCHURCH

The biggest find of New Zealand’s
World Cup campaign in India,

Rachin Ravindra on Wednesday
became the youngest recipient of the
Sir Richard Hadlee Medal after
becoming the country’s best male
cricketer of the year.
Among women, Melie Kerr grabbed
the major prizes at the New Zealand
Cricket Awards.
Kane Williamson was recognised for
his outstanding form in the Test arena
with the ANZ Test Player of the Year
Award, and winning the Redpath Cup
for men’s first-class batting.
At 24, Ravindra is the youngest
winner in the award’s history, after a
season that’s seen him become a
mainstay of New Zealand’s red and
white ball sides.
After breaking into the 50-over side in
March last year, Ravindra shone in the

ODI World Cup in India, scoring 578
runs at an average of 64, including
three centuries and two half-
centuries, including an unbeaten 123
in the tournament opener against

England in Ahmedabad.
As a result, Ravindra was named as
the ICC’s Emerging Player of the Year
for 2023, and also secured a USD
350,000 Indian Premier League

contract with Chennai Super Kings.
The Sir Richard Hadlee Medal capped
off a breakout season for Ravindra on
the international stage, on which he
contributed for the Kiwis across all
three formats.
Ravindra continued his meteoric rise
in the Test arena, registering New
Zealand’s highest ever maiden Test
century with 240 during the first Test
against South Africa at Bay Oval, and
playing a key role in the BLACKCAPS
first ever Test series victory over
South Africa.
He also shone on the T20
international stage, featuring in 14 of
the BLACKCAPS’ 26 T20I matches
over the season and scoring a
blistering 68 from 35 balls in the first
T20I against Australia at Sky Stadium.
Kerr claimed a clean sweep of the
major female awards, winning the
Debbie Hockley Medal after being
named ANZ ODI and T20I Player of

the Year, and the Dream11 Super
Smash Women’s Player of the Year.
The leg-spinning allrounder was the
WHITE FERNS’ leading ODI run-
scorer with 541 runs at an average of
67, notching her third and fourth
ODI centuries along the way.
She was also the team’s joint leading
T20 wicket-taker and second highest
T20I run scorer with 252 runs at an
average of 42 and a strike-rate of 118.
Kerr’s performances on the
international front were recognised
with selection in both the women’s
ODI and T20I ICC Teams of the Year
for 2023.
Kerr also led the way on the domestic
front, captaining the Wellington Blaze
to their fourth Dream11 Super Smash
title in six years, topping the run-
scoring charts with 437 runs at an
average of 72, and the wicket-taking
charts with 20 wickets at 8 and an
economy of 4.47. 

PTI nMUMBAI

Adogged fightback from
Vidarbha, led by Karun

Nair (74) and skipper Akshay
Wadkar (56 not out), prolonged
Mumbai’s wait for a 42nd Ranji
Trophy title as the visiting side
reached 248/5 in pursuit of a
mammoth 538 on the fourth
and penultimate day of the final
here on Wednesday.
Set an improbable target to win
the summit clash after being out-
played since the first day after-
noon, Vidarbha put up a resolute
show with the bat to frustrate
their hosts by resorting to
stonewalling for the majority of
the day. Nair, who joined the
Vidarbha ranks only at the start
of this season, was at the fore-
front of their resistance as he
faced as many as 220 balls while
batting for 287 minutes to keep
Mumbai at bay. But the right-
handed batter ultimately fell to
the brilliance of Musheer Khan
late in the day, with the 19-year-
old producing a superb bowling
show after setting up the game
with 136 in the second innings.
Nair’s skipper Wadkar was bat-
ting on 56 with Harsh Dubey (11
not out) for company. The team
required another 290 runs with
five wickets in hand.
Mumbai managed a couple of
wickets each in the first two ses-
sions and the vital scalp of Nair
in the last,. They took the sec-
ond new ball in the 82nd over
of the innings. Up until then,
Mumbai had tried almost every-
thing on what remained a placid
pitch at the Wankhede Stadium.
It had more on offer for the
home team’s spinners who
remained persistent throughout.
Mumbai’s troika of right-arm
pacers took turns to come
around the wickets to try and
bounce out Vidarbha, while
spinners operated from both
ends to challenge the batters’
techniques. In the end, Vidarbha
walked away with a moral win
of sorts having not capitulated
given the occasion and pressure
of the final and the fact that a tar-
get of 538 is perceived as out of
reach for most batting line-ups.
The leader of the spin pack for
Mumbai was Musheer, who
remained nearly unplayable for

his figures of 17-3-24-2. He
bowled a challenging line from
both the sides of the pitch to
keep troubling the Vidarbha
batters. Musheer’s dismissal of
Nair, who was earlier dropped
on four by Hardik Tamore off
Kotian, was the one which stood
out. Giving a nice loop to the ball
to land it in front of middle and
leg, Musheer got it to turn away
sharply.
It wasn’t the first time in the day
when Musheer had challenged
Nair’s defence this way, but on
this instance, he found an out-
side edge which was grabbed
sharply by Tamore. Tanush
Kotian also played his part tak-
ing 2/55 from his 19 overs,
having accounted for Dhruv
Shorey (28) and Yash Rathod (7)
after Vidarbha made their inten-
tions clear earlier in the day.
At no stage did the Vidarbha
batters show intention to aim for
the humongous target on
Wednesday, but were discipline
enough to ensure they had long
hauls in the middle, barring
Atharva Taide (32).
Taide walked across the wickets
to attempt a sweep off Shams
Mulani (1/56) in the 19th over
and was trapped leg-before,
post which Mumbai struck
again soon to send Shorey back
in the shed. Aman Mokhade
(32) got a lifeline when a sweep
shot went straight to Kotian at
fine leg who spilled the catch
with the batter on 15.
Mokhade, however, could not
make the most of the lifeline
when an on-field umpire’s call
for leg-before went against him
despite reviewing. Wadkar
appeared busier than his other
teammates cracking six fours to
make 56 not out from 91 balls,
with his innings also including
an upper-cut for the maximum
with which he raised his fifty.
The Vidarbha skipper also did
well with Nair to add 90 runs for
the fifth wicket, for which they
consumed 173 balls.
BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai 224
& 418 lead Vidarbha 105 &
248/5 in 92 overs (Atharva
Taide 32, Aman Mokhade 32,
Karun Nair 74, Akshay Wadkar
56*; Tanush Kotian 2/56,
Musheer Khan 2/38) by 290
runs. 

Ravindra becomes youngest recipient of Sir Richard Hadlee Medal

Vidarbha prolong
Mumbai wait for 42nd
Ranji Trophy triumph 

PTI n NEW DELHI

India defeated Sri Lanka by
seven wickets in the third

T20 to take an unassailable 3-0
lead in the five-match Samarth
Championship for Blind
Cricket here on Wednesday.
Chandana Deshapriya (76)
scored a fifty to help Sri Lanka
post 162/3 after being invited
to bat first at the Karnail Singh
Stadium.
Dinesh Rathva, Naresh
Tumda, Lokesh and Pankaj
Bhue, who was adjudged the
Player of the Match, then
contributed with the bat as
India chased down the target
with 27 balls to spare. India
thus claimed the bilateral series
with two more matches to go.
Sri Lanka got off to a decent
start but lost two wickets inside

the power play. In a must- win
match, Deshapriya and skipper
Damith Sandaruwan then
started rebuilding the innings.
While Deshapriya scored 76
runs in 63 balls, Sandaruwan
struck 46 in 47 balls.
For India, Bhue picked a
wicket. 
Chasing 163, India started off
well scoring 75 runs in the first
eight overs. Pankaj and Dinesh
laid the platform for the chase
as the Men In Blue looked all
set to claim the series.
India lost Dinesh in the eighth
over an Pankaj in 12th but that
didn’t derail the chase.
Naresh Tumda and Lokesha
ensured India got over the line
in the 16th over, asserting their
dominance over the visiting
side in the series. India made
164/3 in 15.3 overs.

India take unassailable
series lead with seven
wickets win over Lanka

BLIND CRICKET T20

PTI n NEW DELHI

His stitches removed after a
surgery to fix an injured

ankle, senior India pacer
Mohammed Shami on
Wednesday said he was
looking forward to the next
phase of his “healing journey”. 
The pacer, who took 24 wickets
in the 2023 ODI World Cup,
missed the five-match Test
series against England recently
and will also sit out of the IPL
after having undergone
surgery for an ankle injury last
month.
“Hello everyone! I wanted to
provide an update on my
recovery process. It has been
15 days since my surgery, and I
recently had my stitches
removed. I am thankful for the
advancements and looking

forward to the next stage of my
healing journey,” Shami wrote
on ‘X’ along with three
photographs.
The 33-year-old Shami has
been missing in action since
the ODI World Cup last year. 
Shami, who was one of the
architects of India’s stupendous
World Cup campaign, played
through pain as he had
problems with his landing but
didn’t let it affect his
performance.
Shami, who was recently
conferred with the Arjuna
Award, has 229 Test, 195 ODI
and 24 T20 wickets in his
decade-long career. Along with
Prasidh Krishna, Shami was on
Tuesday rule out of the
upcoming Indian Premier
League and is also set to miss
this year’s T20 World Cup. 

Looking forward to next stage
of my healing journey: Shami

PTI n NEW DELHI

After guiding Royal Challengers
Bangalore to the Women’s Premier

League knock-outs with a record breaking
six-wicket haul, all-rounder Ellyse Perry
said a calmer dressing room is behind the
team’s success this season.
Perry ended with sensational figures of six
for 15 against Mumbai Indians to qualify
for the Eliminator here on Tuesday. 
“We started the game really well and that
was probably our best bowling
performance in the power play in the last
three matches,” said Perry in a media
interaction on Wednesday. 
When asked if there has been a shift in the
attitude in the dressing room and change
in the mindset of the players compared to

last season, Perry said, “There is a sense of
calmness and the team is enjoying
themselves. “In the dressing room and as
well as on the field there has been lots of
smiles and huge focus to just go out there
and enjoy because it’s a pretty special
tournament and the crowd has been
amazing from five matches which were

super special and now being here in Delhi
is just been a really great chance for the
group to spend more time together.”
RCB finished fourth out of five teams in
the inaugural season in 2023. 
Perry was all praise for RCB teammate and
India international Richa Ghosh.
“She is amazing, I absolutely love her, she
is always smiling, laughing. She
contributes so much to the team. She is so
supportive of her team and plays
phenomenal behind the stumps. 
“She has affected so many key moments
across by stumping and catching and then
with the batting. Scary to think that she is
so young because I think she got an
amazingly bright future ahead of her, not
just in WPL but also in International
cricket when she plays India.” 

PTI n NEW DELHI

England batter Jonny
Bairstow will be available

for the entire duration of the
Indian Premier League,
beginning March 22, despite
returning home only recently
following a long Test tour of
India.
On the sidelines of the
Dharamsala Test, the BCCI
officials were in talks with their
England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) counterparts
over the availability of their
players for the IPL.
Test regulars like skipper Ben
Stokes, Joe Root and Mark
Wood had already made
themselves unavailable for the

lucrative T20 league as part of
ECB’s workload management
following the five-Test series
that ended in Dharamsala on
Sunday.
“Bairstow is expected to arrive
in India on March 18 or 19 and
will be available for the team’s
first game against Delhi

Capitals on March 23,” said an
IPL source.
Bairstow, who played his 100th
Test in Dharamsala, had a
forgettable time with the bat in
India and would be looking to
be back among the runs in the
IPL.
WASIM JAFFER RELEASED
FROM BATTING CONSUL-
TANT’S POSITION: Sanjay
Bangar, who was appointed as
cricket director at Punjab
Kings ahead of the 2024
edition, will double up as the
batting coach of the side.
Bangar was previously with
RCB and has also been India’s
batting coach.
Considering that, the franchise
has parted ways with Wasim

Jaffer, who was the team’s
batting consultant last season.
Punjab, whose only final
appearance came in the 2014
edition, have been perennial
under-performers in the IPL.
Head coach Trevor Bayliss’
contract expires after the
season and Punjab will have to
make the play-offs for him to
have a shot at extension.
DHARAMSALA TO HOST
TEAM’S TWO HOME
GAMES: Though the whole
season schedule is not out yet,
Punjab are expected to play
their final two home games in
Dharamsala like last season.
The other five games will be
held in the new stadium built
in Mullanpur, Mohali.

There is sense of calmness in this team: Perry

Bairstow available for Punjab Kings for full IPL season
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