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The decks are cleared for the
announcement of Lok
Sabha elections schedule

after former IAS officers
Gyanesh Kumar and Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu were on Thursday
appointed as Election
Commissioners completing the
quorum of the election watchdog
which was necessitated due to
the sudden resignation of Arun
Goel as the lone EC last week. 
The Nirvachan Sadan was left
with only Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv
Kumar while one was already
vacant and with the two
appointments, now the body is
complete to take the call to
announce the poll schedule. 
Sources said general elections
can be announced on Friday
following which the model code
of conduct will come into effect.
The Legislative Department of
the Ministry of Law and Justice
issued a notification announcing
the appointments. 
"In exercise of powers conferred
by section 4 of the Chief Election
Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of
Service and Term of Office) Act,
2023 (Act No. 49 of 2023), the
President is pleased to appoint
Gyanesh Kumar, IAS (Retd) and
Dr Sukhbir Singh Sandhu,
IAS(Retd) as Election

Commissioners in the Election
Commission of India, with effect
from the date they assume
charge of their office,"
the Ministry of Law
and Justice said in the
notification. 
Kumar and Sandhu
are 1988-batch
officers of the Indian
Administrative Service
and belonged to the
Kerala and Uttarakhand
cadres, respectively.
A high-level panel headed by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
picked retired IAS officers

Kumar and Sandhu as the
new Election

Commissioners. 
Interestingly before
the official
notification, Leader
of the Opposition in
Lok Sabha and senior

Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury

disclosed the names of both
the new appointees.
Sandhu served as the Chief

Secretary of Uttarakhand while
Kumar a1988-batch Kerala cadre
IAS officer, retired as Union
Secretary for Cooperation, a
Ministry headed by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah. 
He also served in the Union
Home Ministry, where he
handled the abrogation of
Article 370 in Jammu and
Kashmir as well as the
implementation of the Supreme
Court's Ayodhya verdict. 
In 2014, as the Resident
Commissioner of Kerala in

Delhi, he was deputed by the
State Government to evacuate 46
nurses stuck in Erbil in war-torn
Iraq. 
The operation was successful
with the evacuation of 183
Indians, 70 from Kerala, from
Iraq. 
Kumar, an IIT-Kanpur graduate,
is a postgraduate in economics
from the Harvard University.
Goel had abruptly resigned from
his position last week and the
reasons for his resignation
remain unknown. 
Another Election
Commissioners, Anup Pandey,
retired on February 15.
Addressing reporters at his
residence soon after the meeting
ended, Chowdhury said, "I was
just called for formality. The
names had already been
decided." 
The Congress leader further said
six names came up before the
panel for the selection of the two
ECs and the names of Sandhu
and Kumar were finalised by a
majority of members of the high-
powered panel. 
He, however, said the Chief
Justice of India should have been
part of the selection panel and
there was no clarity on how six
names were shortlisted from 212
candidates that are said to have
come before the search
committee headed by the Law
Minister. 
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An attempt by certain vested
interests in Kasaragod district

to portray leopards and tigers as
the culprits behind sheep and goat
disappearance falls flat, as it has
been proven that domesticated
animals are actually stolen by
humans.
Images from CCTV cameras have
confirmed that men lure goats
with biscuits, and the
unsuspecting animals fall prey to
this trap.
Brothers Abbas and Abdul
Hameed of Kumbala village in
Kasaragod were in for a shock as
they lost 14 goats which they sent
for grazing in the periphery of a
neighbouring forest. 
The goats disappeared over a

period of four months and their
complaint to Kumbala police
evoked no response other than the
routine reply that the matter was
being probed.  
But the brothers, whose livelihood
depended on the income from
selling goat milk and
slaughterhouses, took it as a
challenge and pursued the matter.
Villagers were of the opinion that the
goats were flicked away by the
leopards from the forest. But there
were no pug marks to establish the
complicity of the wild animals in the
robbery. Abbas and Hameed
checked all the video images they
could collect from the CCTVs in the
region and they came across a boy
feeding one of their goats with
biscuits and leading it away from the
group. 

The brothers sent these images to
the WhatsApp groups which were
picked up by Muneer, a sheep
owner from Uppala village. He
informed the brothers that a boy

resembling the one in the CCTV
image had tried to steal his sheep
and he overpowered him and
handed over to the local police.
The Uppala Police had details of

the boy's mother who had
submitted her Aadhaar and phone
number to get the boy released
from the police station. She had
told the police that the boy had a
soft corner for goats and that's
why he was seen feeding the
animal with biscuits. 
Abbas, Hameed, and Muneer,
along with the Uppala Police,
surrounded the residence of the
boy in Karnataka's Brahmaval
village. From there, they arrested
the boy, his mother, and Zakka
Fullah, a partner in the crime.
They also took into custody 70
goats from the residence, all of
which were kidnapped using
biscuits as bait.
Rafeek, the kingpin of the crime is
missing and a hunt is on to nab
him.

"Blaming wild animals like
leopards and tigers for the
disappearance of domesticated
animals has become a routine
affair in this region. This time we
could prove that the wild animals
had no role in this crime because
there was no evidence linking
them to the kidnapping of goats,"
said Sukumaran Periyachoor, a
former principal of Government
higher secondary school and a
wildlife enthusiast. 
But the 14 goats taken away by the
boy remain a mystery as none of
the animals seized from
Brahmaval village belonged to the
stable of the brothers. The
landscape and the modus
operandi remind one of the
cowboy films of the 1960s sans the
sherif and bounty killers.

TN RAGHUNATHA  ■ MUMBAI

In the first-ever initiative
taken after the President's

2019 order abrogating  Article
370 of the Constitution that
gave special status to Jammu
and Kashmir, the
Maharashtra Government
has approved a proposal to
construct a State guest house
on a 2.5 acre plot of land in
Ichgam taluka of Badgam
district near Srinagar airport
in the Union Territory.
At its weekly meeting presided
over by Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, the State Cabinet
approved a proposal to
purchase 20 kanals (2.5 acres)
worth `8.16 crore identified
by the Union Territory
administration's Revenue
department for the
construction of a State guest in
Ichgam taluka near Srinagar
Airport.
The Union Territory
administration on Thursday
accorded sanction for the
allotment of the identified 2.5
acres to the Maharashtra
Government after the State
Government on Wednesday
go-ahead to a proposal to
purchase land for the purpose
from the Union Territory
administration.
Confirming the allocation for
the allotment of land, the
Jammu and Kashmir Revenue

department said on Thursday,
"Sanction is hereby accorded
to the transfer of Shamlat Deh
(Mehfooz Kahcharie) land
measuring 20 kanals under
Survey No 576 min situated at
estate Ichgam, Budgam, in
favour of Maharashtra state in
terms of Rule 310 of General
Financial Rules, 2017, on
payment of transfer value of
`8.16 crore, which is `40.80
lakh per kanal for
construction of Maharshtra
Bhawan."

It may be recalled that in
June last year, Shinde had
urged the administration of
Union Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir to provide a plot of
land for the construction of a
'Maharashtra Bhavan' to
boost ties between the people

of his State and UT.
Shinde, while on a tour of
Kashmir during the first week
of June 2023, had called on Lt
Governor Manoj Sinha  and
made a formal proposal.
In his letter, Shinde had told
the Lt Governor that in view
of the growing tourism and
cultural exchanges, plus
enhancing economic and
social ties, such an institution
will be beneficial to people on
both sides. He had also said
the Maharashtra Bhavan in
Srinagar will not only provide
accommodation facilities to
tourists from this state, but
provide a glimpse of the state,
its rich arts, culture and
cuisine for the people of
Jammu & Kashmir.

Continued on Page 2
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Amid rising instances of
fatal or serious pet dog

attacks, at  least 23 breeds of
'ferocious' dogs, including
Pitbull, Rottweiler, Terrier,
Wolf Dog, and Mastiff, have
been shortlisted by the
Centre for a complete ban
on their sale, import and
breeding as pets. This means
that the general public is
now barred from keeping
these ferocious dogs.
The list of banned dog
breeds includes — Pitbull
Terrier, Tosa Inu, American

Staffordshire Terrier, Fila
Brasileiro, Dogo Argentino,
American bulldog,
Boerboel, Kangal, Central
Asian Shepherd Dog,
Caucasian Shepherd Dog,
South Russian Shepherd,
Tornjak, Sarplaninac,
Japanese Tosa and Akita,
Mastiffs, Rottweiler,
Terriers, Rhodesian

Ridgeback, Wolf dogs,
Canario, Akbash dog,
Moscow Guard dog, Cane
Corso, and every dog of the
type commonly known as a
'Ban Dog'.
"...The above dog breeds,
including crossbreeds, shall
be prohibited for import,
breedings, selling as pet
dogs and other purposes,"

said a letter dated March 12
written by the Union
Department of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying to
Chief Secretaries of all States
and UTs while directing
them to sterilise these
breeds of dogs, which have
already been kept as pets, to
prevent further breeding.
The department said it has
received representations
from citizens, citizen
forums, and Animal Welfare
Organisations (AWOs) to
ban some of the breeds of
dogs from being kept as pets
and other purposes.

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after the State Bank of
India (SBI) filed

compliance affidavit in the
Supreme Court, saying it has
furnished details of electoral
bonds to Election
Commission of India (EC),
the Election Commission on
Thursday disclosed the details
on their website in two parts
as 'Disclosure of Electoral
Bonds submitted by SBI'.
The poll body has uploaded
electoral bonds data as shared
by the SBI, on its website "as is
where is basis". 
According to the data
uploaded by the poll panel,
the buyers of electoral bonds
include Grasim Industries,
Megha Engineering, Piramal
Enterprises Torrent Power,

Bharti Airtel, DLF
Commercial Developers,
Vedanta Ltd, Apollo Tyres,
Lakshmi Mittal, Edelweiss,
PVR, Keventer, Sula Wine,
Welspun, Sun Pharma are
among donors to parties
using electoral bonds.
The other donors include A B
C India Limited, Acropolis
Maintenance Services Private
Limited, Arihant Enterprises,
Essel  Mining and Inds Ltd,
Highstreet Cruises and
Entertainment Pvt Ltd,
Innocent Merchant Pvt Ltd,
Megha Engineering and
Infrastructures Ltd,  Merlin
Recreation Pvt Ltd,  Muthoot
Finance, PHL Finvest ,
Piramal Capital and Housing
Finance, Renuka Investment
and Finance, Skyworld
Developers LLP,  Bellway
International Co,  Gujarat

Fluoro Chemical Ltd,
Cavalier Transporters,
Keventer Food Park Infra,
Keystone Realtors and others.
There was no record of Adani
Group or Reliance Industries
— the two major business
conglomerates.
According to the EC's data, the

political parties that redeemed
electoral bonds include the
BJP, Congress, AIADMK, BRS,
Shiv Sena, TDP, YSR
Congress, DMK, JDS, NCP,
Trinamool Congress, JDU,
RJD, AAP, JDU, RJD, AAP, SP,
J & K National Conference,
BJD, Goa Forward Party ,

Maharashtrawadi Gomantak
Party  and the Samajwadi
Party. 
The data showed Sikkim
Krantikari Morcha, JMM,
Sikkim Democratic Front,
Jana Sena Party were also
among recipients of electoral
bonds. The data pertains to
purchases of bonds of three
denominations — `1 lakh,
`10 lakh and `1 crore —
dating back to April 12, 2019
and reveals purchases by
companies as well as
individuals. Details about
electoral bonds purchased
from April 12, 2019 to
January 11 have been made
public. The polling body has
uploaded details of
denominations of electoral
bonds encashed between
April 12, 2019 and January 24. 

Continued on Page 2

Maharashtra to build
guest house in Srinagar

Sheep missing mystery solved, leopards cleared of charges

Kovind panel bats for
simultaneous polls
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ■
NEW DELHI

Former President Ram Nath
Kovind led high-level 'One

Nation, One Election' poll panel on
Thursday recommended
simultaneous elections for the
Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies as the first step
followed by synchronised
local body polls within
100 days.
The 18,000-page report
submitted to President
Droupadi Murmu by
Kovind and committee
members said simultaneous polls
will spur development and social
cohesion, deepen "foundations of
democratic rubric" and help realise
the aspirations of "India that is
Bharat".
Kovind was accompanied by other
panel members, including Home
Minister Amit Shah, former Finance

Commission chairman NK Singh,
former Lok Sabha secretary general
Subhash Kashyap, former leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha Ghulam
Nabi Azad and Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal, when he went to
submit the report to the president at

Rashtrapati Bhavan.
Shah termed the

recommendation of the
committee as "a historic
day" for the country's
democratic system. The
report is an outcome of

extensive consultations
with stakeholders, experts

and research work of 191 days,
since its constitution on September

2, 2023, a statement said.
The committee recommended that
fresh elections could be held to
constitute a new Lok Sabha in the
event of a hung House or a no-
confidence motion, or any such
event.

Continued on Page 2

Former IAS officers named
Election Commissioners

23 ferocious dog breeds
banned amid spike in attacks

Former IAS officers Gyanesh Kumar and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu

Ram Nath Kovind, chairman of the High-Level Committee (HLC) on ‘One Nation, One Election',
presents the report to President Droupadi Murmu, in New Delhi, on Thursday. Union Ministers Amit
Shah and Arjun Ram Meghwal, DPAP leader Ghulam Nabi Azad are also seen     PTI

Electoral bonds data uploaded
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NEW DELHI: In another
setback to AAP leader
Manish Sisodia, the
Supreme Court on Thursday
rejected his curative petition
challenging the apex court's
decision rejecting his bail
plea in the Delhi excise
policy scam case. 

Setback to Sisodia

NEWS BREAK

NEW DELHI: Petrol and
diesel prices were cut by `2
per litre each as state-owned
oil companies ended a nearly
two-year-long hiatus in rate
revision, just hours before the
general election schedule was
announced. See Page 10

Petrol, diesel
prices cut by `2
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The Trinamool Congress on
Thursday suffered yet

another jolt with disgruntled
leader and Barrackpore MP
Arjun Singh announcing his
decision to quit the party and
join the BJP. Singh said that he
would go to Delhi where he
would join the party on Friday.
Singh announced his decision
two days after the TMC nom-
inated Naihati MLA and state
minister Partha Bhowmick
from Barrckpore. Singh's deci-
sion comes days after another
senior TMC leader and sitting
MLA Tapas Roy joining the saf-
fron party. The TMC however
sprung a quick surprise by
appointing one of Singh's
nephews as the election agent
of Bhowmick. Singh would
however not comment on the
matter.
Along with Singh another sit-
ting TMC MP Dibyendu
Adhikari --- from Tamluk ---
too would join the BJP in
Delhi, sources close to him
said. Dibyendu a brother of
Bengal Opposition Leader
Suvendu Adhikari was howev-
er non-committal saying
"future events will tell what
unfolds."
A founder member of the
TMC Singh had joined BJP
before 2019 general elections
and won the seat defeating then
sitting MP Dinesh Trivedi.
However he rejoined the TMC

two years ago reportedly upon
assurance that "I will be re-
nominated from Barrackpore."
The TMC has nominated
Naihati MLA and State minis-
ter Partha Bhowmick from
Barrackpore.
On whether the BJP had
assured him of a ticket he
replied in the negative. But
when reminded of his previous
statement that he never board-
ed a train without ticket he said,
"giving a ticket or not is the
decision of the party … I will
abide by my party's decision,"
adding he was leaving the
TMC because he had been
humiliated by his leaders as
never before.
"I was offered tickets at Dum
Dum and Hooghly and even a
ministership but why should I
leave my own constituency
where I have done politics
from my childhood," he said.
While there was mixed reac-
tions within the saffron party
as many lesser leaders aired

their discontent at a "paltibaj"
(turncoat) as the candidate,
senior leader and BJP Rajya
Sabha MP Samik Bhattacharya
was more lenient. "Arjun Singh
was forced to join the TMC by
Mamata Banerjee as the TMC
Government slapped 107 crim-
inal cases against him … he
joined the TMC in the face of
arrest … now as they have
insulted him he is coming back
… he however had not
resigned as a BJP MP when he
joined that party," Bhattacharya
said.
This whereas local BJP leader
Phalguni Patra questioned the
party's decision to take him
back. "If he is given ticket then
many people will raise question
about his credibility as a leader
who is in this party today and
in that party the next day," she
said.
Meanwhile, Singh made a star-
tling revelation soon after
announcing his decision to
quit TMC.
He said that the prime accused
of Sandeshkhali land grab and
sexual assault cases Sheikh
Shahjahan and his cronies had
acquired vast swathes of land at
Naihati --- one of the Assembly
segments in Barrackpore Lok
Sabha constituency. When
asked as to who helped the
TMC strongman to acquire
real estates at Naihati Singh said
"nothing can be done without
the clearance of the king of the
area who is the local MLA."
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Bengal Chief  Minister
Mamata Banerjee  on

Thursday suffered "severe"
injuries from a freak accident
government and Trinamool
Congress sources said adding
she was rushed to the State-
run SSKM Hospital I a semi-
conscious state.
Though there was no official
statement either from the
police or Hospital adminis-
tration, preliminary reports
said that she tripped and fell
flat on her face injuring her
forehead and nose. 
Though no one would make
any official comment sources
said that  "she had just
returned from Garia from a
programme … and while she
was entering her house she
tripped over and fell directly
on a showcase hit by its cor-
ner portion."
Initially the Chief Minister
lost her consciousness for a
while and was quickly picked
up and rushed to the SSKM
Hospital where a medical
board had conducted MRI
and CT scan of her head. "She
has considerable amount of
swelling on her forehead," a
hospital staff said. He would
not however inform whether
she had stitches. 
"Considering the cut it seems
she might need stitches," one
said.
While there was confusion
regarding the nature of her
accident a parallel source in

the party said that she had
sustained injur y at  the
Rashbehari Crossing when
her car applied sudden brakes.
Former Minister Rajiv
Banerjee referring to a "mes-
sage I have received just now,"
said that "she perhaps was
injured when her car sud-
denly applied the brakes."
However there was no infor-
mation of any commotion
outside her house at Kalighat
associated to a Chief Minister
getting injured inside while
travelling in the car. 
"All her wireless team and the
security network is immedi-
ately alerted in such cases …
but when her cavalcade
entered there was nothing
abnormal a shop-owner near
her Kalighat residence said
wondering as well  "why
should she be brought to her
house in a bleeding state
instead of being taken straight
to the hospital ... she was def-
initely injured inside her
house."

A TMC MLA said that the
Chief Minister has of late
been suffering from a knee
injury for which she had
undergone some surgery … it
may be that she fell because of
that injury … my question is
what the security personnel
were doing."
Opposition BJP immediately
expressed concerns for her
health with State party pres-
ident Sukanta Majumdar say-
ing, "we pray for her early
recovery so that she can come
back to work … she is the
Chief Minister of the State
and we are all concerned
about her health … we pray
for her early recovery."
The Congress leadership
however expressed concern
over her repeated security
lapses. 
"Every time she gets injured
like this … now it is time
things should be thoroughly
investigated and a foul play if
any should be brought to the
fore," Abhishek Banerjee a
Congress leader said.
The Chief Minister has suf-
fered leg injuries during a
rally at Nandigram ahead of
2021 Assembly elections and
had campaigned all over the
State on wheel chair with
plasters on leading the
Opposition parties to allege
that she had done all that to
gain sympathy votes. 
Banerjee had on her part
alleged that she had been
pushed by the BJP and
CPI(M) supporters.
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Alliance dharma' entailing
compulsions to leave

seats for partners continued
to plague the Left Front as the
party managed to announce
its first list of candidates for
only 16 out of 42 seats on
Thursday.
CPI(M) politburo member
and Left Front chairman
Biman Bose published names
of 16 candidates out of which
only two are veterans and the
remaining new faces in par-
liamentary politics.
The LF announced its candi-
dates from Cooch Behar,
Ja lpaiguri ,  Balurghat,
Krishanagar, Dum Dum,
Jadapur,  Kolkata South,
Howrah,  Serampore,
Hooghly, Tamluk, Medinipur,
Bankura, Bishnupur, East
Burdwan, and Asansol. Out of
the 16 seats the CPI(M) will
contest on 13 while the
Forward Bloc, RSP and CPI
will fight from one seats each.
On whether the Left had left
the other seats considering
"Alliance dharma" a visibly
discontent Bose said "remain-
ing names will be announced
a couple of days later." On the
supposed "alliance" with the
Congress and the Indian
Secular Front he said there
was no alliance but only seat
adjustments in the present
scheme of things.
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In the first list of 20 Lok
Sabha candidates released by

the ruling BJP on Wednesday
for Maharashtra, nine candi-
dates come from the political
families and they are second or
third generation politicians.
While Union Ministers Nitin

Gadkari and Piyush Goyal are
the choices of the Central BJP
leadership, the nomination of
majority of the party candidates
has been influenced by Deputy
chief minister and senior party
leader Devendra Fadnavis.   
A two-time term MP from
Nagpur, Gadkari would be con-
testing for the third
time. Gadkari is considered
very close to the leader of the
RSS, headquarters of which is in
Nagpur.  A confidant of Modi,
Goyal will contest from
Mumbai north constituency, a
seat that was represented by
party's senior leader Gopal
Shetty. In fact, after the list was
announced, Fadnavis rushed
to the home of Shetty to pacify
him.
Goyal is son of late Vedprakash
Goyal, who was a minister in
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-gov-
ernment and Treasurer of BJP.
The BJP has fielded
Maharashtra's Forest Minister
Sudhir Mungantiwar from his
home turf of Chandrapur,
which incidentally is the sole
seat that the Congress has won
in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.
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The Congress in Kerala is
experiencing a severe crisis

at a critical time as many senior
leaders and established activists
are leaving the party and join-
ing the BJP. On Thursday,
Thampanoor Sathish, a close
confidante of the family of late
K Karunakaran, the former
chief minister, who is also the
general secretary of the
Thiruvananthapuram District
Congress Committee bade
farewell to the party and joined
the Hindutva Party along with
his followers.

Padmini Thomas, ace athlete
and a silver medallist of the

1982 Asian Games too left the
GOP and joined the BJP. All the
new entrants were welcomed to
the BJP by union minister for
Information Technology and
Skill Development Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, who is con-
testing from
Thiruvananthapuram Lok
Sabha constituency against
Sashi Tharoor, the reigning
MP since 2009.

Speaking to journalists after

he was presented with the cus-
tomary saffron shawl of the BJP,
Sathish said that Sashi Tharoor
was practicing "untouchability"
towards party activists, workers
and leaders. "We people toiled
hard to ensure his victory in the
three elections. But he does not
allow us to enter his office or
residence and he does not even
speak to us. His contribution to
the constituency during the
last 15 years is absolutely zero,"
said Sathish. He said though
this was intimated to the party
leadership, no action has been
taken to rectify this man who
describes himself as universal
leader.
Padmini Thomas, who  rub-
bished the allegations of
Christian genocide in Manipur,
said that the last ten years of
Narendra Modi government
has brought unprecedented
progress in India. "There is no
discrimination based on caste,
class or community. Indian
Railways, where I was employed
for more than three decades has
shown tremendous progress
under Modi's leadership," said
Padmini.
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The Trinamool Congress
has strongly refuted

Home Minister Amit Shah's
argument that Citizenship
Amendment Act is  an
innocuous legislation aimed
at giving citizenship to non-
Muslim migrants f rom
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan.
Hours after  Shah dared
Bengal Chief Minister to
show a clause in the new
laws that could take away
citizenship, and that there is
no way that the States can pre-
vent implementation of such
laws, TMC spokesperson
Shantanu Sen on Thursday
said "there is more to the Act
that meets the eye."
Rejecting Shah's claim Sen a
former Rajya Sabha MP said,
"like after earning Rs 75,000
crore from hiking cooking gas
prices they have reduced Rs
100 to earn votes, like before
the 2019 general elections
they used the Balakot air-
strike to provoke a general
hysteria … they have sud-
denly implemented the CAA
four years after its passage in
Parliament and just when the
nation is going to another

general election."
On the Home Minister's claim
that it is a central Act which
has a Pan-Indian implication
and that it is beyond the
pur view of  the State
Government, Sen said "our
leader Mamata Banerjee has
already said how this is a bla-
tant attack on the federal
structure of our Constitution
… the Centre has no right to
impose such laws with reli-
gious bias on the people and
force the States to keep mum."
The Left Front too said that
"nowhere in the world such
laws can be framed along
religious lines." CPI(M) polit-
buro member and State Left
Front chairman Biman Bose
said that "the Left will con-
tinue to oppose this law … we
have no objection giving cit-
izenship to people … but we
are opposed to draft such
legislation on religious lines
… nowhere in the world cit-
izenship is granted on reli-
gious basis … this is uncon-
stitutional."
Earlier Shah dared the Chief
Minister to point out such
provisions in the CAA that
spoke about taking away of
citizenship rights.
"I challenge Mamata Banerjee

to show a single place where
the CAA speaks about taking
away
of citizenship," he said alleg-
ing how the Opposition lead-
ers like the Bengal Chief
Minister were all "doing pol-
itics of lies…CAA is only to
give rights and citizenship to
Hindus, Buddhists, Jains,
Sikhs, Christians and Parsi
refugees from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan …
There is no need for minori-
ties or any other person to
fear because there is no pro-
vision in CAA to take away
anyone&#39;s citizenship."
Refuting Banerjee's earlier
statement questioning the
timing of the Act, Shah said,
CAA was in BJP's election
manifesto in 2019 adding
how the "I had said 41 times
that we will bring CAA,"
which was passed in 2019 but
"got delayed due to corona
pandemnic." Speaking on
Banerjee's avowal not to let
CAA implemented in Bengal,
Shah said there was no way
that the State government
could prevent it from being
implemented. 
"There is no way theCAA is
going to be taken back," he
said.
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Lok Sabha MP and suspend-
ed Congress leader Preneet

Kaur joined the BJP here on
Thursday, praising Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's lead-
ership and the work done by
his Government in the last 10
years.
Kaur, a four-time MP from
Punjab's Patiala and a former
Union Minister, was suspend-
ed by the Congress for alleged
anti-party activities in February
last year soon after her hus-
band, former Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh,
joined the BJP, quitting the
grand old party.
Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring, president of the
Congress' Punjab unit, had
sent a complaint to the party
high command, accusing Kaur
of indulging in anti-party activ-
ities to help the BJP.
Kaur expressed her happiness
over joining the party. She also
thanked Modi, BJP chief JP
Nadda and the "entire BJP
family" for giving her an oppor-
tunity to work with the party
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From Page 1
The six names shortlisted were that of Utpal
Kumar Singh, Pradeep Kumar Tripathi,
Gyanesh Kumar, Indevar Pandey, Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu, Sudhir Kumar Gangadhar
Rahate, all former bureaucrats. 
Chowdhury registered his dissent, questioning
the process followed, saying the short-listed
names of officers were not made available to
him in advance.
Chowdhury alleged he had asked for a short
list before the meeting which could have given
him details of all the shortlisted candidates.

Sources said the Government had sent
Chowdhury five lists containing 236 names.
The exhaustive list included the names of 92
officers who retired as Secretary and Secretary
equivalent in Government of India, 93 names
of officers serving as Secretary and Secretary
equivalent officers in Government of India, 15
officers who retired as Chief Secretaries of
state and union territories in last one year, 28
and 8 officers serving as chief secretaries in
states and union territories.
Search committee head Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal was also present at the meeting.
Born in 1963, Sukhbir Singh Sandhu served as
the Chief Secretary of Uttarakhand. Earlier,
Sandhu also served as the additional Secretary,
Department of Higher Education, Ministry of
human resource development, and the
chairman of the National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI).

From Page 1
While seeking a plot of land
for the construction of
"Maharashtra Bhavan",
Shinde had said the
institution could also be used
as a major hub for students,
entrepreneurs, senior officials
to strengthen ties between the
State and the UT.
If any and when Maharashtra
Bhavan is constructed in
Jammu and Kashmir,
Maharashtra will become the
first to construct such a State
guest in the Union Territory
after the abrogation of Article
370 - validity of which was
approved by a five-member
bench of Supreme Court by
its five-member bunch
headed headed by  Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud,  on
December 11, 2023.

From Page 1
Of the total of 62 parties
approached  by the poll panel
47 responded out of which 32
favoured holding elections
simultaneously while 15
against it and 15 did not
submit a response. Among the
national parties, the Congress,
the Aam Aadmi Party, BSP
and the CPIM opposed the
proposal, while the BJP and
National People's Party
supported it.
The BSP highlighted concerns
regarding the large territorial
extent and population of the
country, which could make
implementation challenging,
on the other hand its rival in
Uttar Pradesh Samajwadi
Party said if simultaneous
elections are implemented,
State-level parties will not be
able to compete with national
parties in electoral strategy
and expenditure leading to
increased discord between
these two sets of parties.
Among State parties, AIUDF,

Trinamool Congress, AIMIM,
CPI, DMK, Naga People's
Front, and Samajwadi Party
opposed the proposal to hold
simultaneous elections.
The AIADMK, All Jharkhand

Students Union, Apna Dal
(Soney Lal), ASOM Gana
Parishad, Biju Janata Dal, Lok
Janshakti Party (R), Mizo
National Front, Nationalist
Democratic Progressive Party,
Shiv Sena, Janata Dal (United),
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha,
Shiromani Akali Dal, and
United People's Party Liberal
supported the proposal.

Others including Bharat

Rashtra Samiti, Indian Union
Muslim League, Jammu And
Kashmir National Conference,
Janata Dal (Secular),
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha,
Kerala Congress (M),
Nationalist Congress Party,
Rashtriya Janata Dal,
Rashtriya Loktantrik Party,
Revolutionary Socialist Party,
Sikkim Democratic Front,
Telugu Desam Party, and YSR
Congress Party did not
respond.
Among other parties,
CPI(ML) Liberation, Social
Democratic Party of India
opposed it, while Rashtriya
Lok Janata Dal, Bharatiya
Samaj Party, Gorakha National
Liberal Front, Hindustani
Aavam Morcha, Rashtriya Lok
Jan Shakti Party, Rashtrawadi
Congress Party (Ajit Pawar)
were among those who
opposed.

The panel studied election
processes in six countries
including South Africa,
Sweden and Belgium, before
recommending simultaneous
polls for Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies in India.  The
other countries where
simultaneous elections are
conducted are Germany,
Japan, Indonesia, the
Philippines and Belgium.
Where fresh elections are held
for the House of the People
(Lok Sabha), the tenure of the
House will be "only for the
unexpired (remaining) term of
the immediately preceding full
term of the House", said the
Kovind panel report to
Murmu.
When fresh elections are held

for State legislative Assemblies,
then such new Assemblies --
unless sooner dissolved -- shall
continue up to the end of the
full term of the Lok Sabha. To
bring into force such a
mechanism, Article 83
(duration of Houses of
Parliament) and Article 172
(duration of state legislatures)
need to be amended, the
committee said. "This
Constitutional amendment
will not need ratification by
the States," the committee said.
The panel also recommended
preparation of a common
electoral roll and voter ID
cards by the Election
Commission of India in
consultation with State
election authorities. It said
Article 325 dealing with
voters' list may be suitably
amended for the purpose.

At present, the ECI is
responsible for Lok Sabha and
Assembly polls, while local
body polls for municipalities
and panchayats are managed
by State election commissions.
The panel recommended
several constitutional
amendments, most of which
will not need ratification by
States.        
"Now, several elections are
being held every year. This
casts a huge burden on the
Government, businesses,
workers, courts, political
parties, candidates contesting
elections, and civil society at
large," the panel said.  It said
the Government must develop
a "legally tenable mechanism"
to restore the cycle of
simultaneous elections.

From Page 1
The Supreme Court gave the
Election Commission time till
5pm on March 15 to publish
these data on its site.
In a statement, the EC said it

has uploaded the data on its
website as received from the
SBI on an "as is where is basis"
after the Supreme Court's
directions. According to the
EC, the data has been shared
in two parts.
The first part of the details

contains 337 pages detailing
the entities that bought
electoral bonds and the date
of purchase. The second part
containing 426 pages
provided the details of the
political parties, dates and the
amount. It cannot be known
which company bought
whose electoral bonds.  The
data runs into hundreds of
pages. The poll body said the
data as received from SBI can
be accessed at this url:
https://www.eci.gov.in/candid
ate-politicalparty

It added that it has
consistently and categorically
weighed in favour of
disclosure and transparency, a
position reflected in the
proceedings of the Supreme
Court. It was given a deadline
of March 15 to publish the
data. On Wednesday, the SBI
had submitted a compliance
affidavit in the Supreme
Court, saying it has provided
the EC with comprehensive
details regarding the electoral
bonds scheme.
While scrapping the Electoral
Bond Scheme, 2018, the
Supreme Court had directed

the SBI to give the ECI the
data by March 6. The ECI was
instructed to publish the data
by March 13.
However, on March 4, the
bank moved the court seeking
additional time till June 30,
stating that the task of
matching each donation to
the party was time
consuming.

The court on Monday
clarified that it had not asked
for the matching exercise to
be done and directed the bank
to send the name of the buyer,
the date and denomination of
every bond sold, and the
name of the party, date of
redemption, and
denomination of every bond
redeemed from April 12,
2019, onwards to the ECI by
the close of business hours on
Tuesday.

The affidavit said 22,217
electoral bonds were issued
between April 2019 and
February 15, 2024, before the
Supreme Court struck down
the scheme after declaring it
unconstitutional and
arbitrary. The bank said
political parties had
redeemed 22,030 bonds while
the remaining 187 were
redeemed and the money was
deposited in the Prime
Minister's national relief
fund, in accordance with the
rules.
Electoral bond was a mode

for Indian political parties to
receive funding/donations.
The scheme was introduced
in 2017-18. In February 2024,
the scheme was struck down
by the Supreme Court.

From Page 1
The move followed a report
by a joint panel of experts
and animal welfare bodies in
response to an order of the
Delhi High Court. The court
had directed the Centre to
decide the matter after
consulting all stakeholders
within three months.
The Central Government has
also called for the
enforcement of the Dog
Breeding and Marketing
Rules 2017 and the Pet Shop
Rules 2018.
Earlier, animal rights body
People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals
(PETA) India had urged the
Centre to protect vulnerable
dog breeds commonly
exploited by criminal
elements of society for illegal
dogfighting, as well as for the
safety of humans. PETA also

filed a writ petition in the
Delhi High Court.
The PETA in its petition
said, "This order is key
toward providing vital
protection for both humans
and dogs and sends a strong,
clear message that pit bulls
and other such breeds are
bred to be used as weapons.
Pit bulls and related breeds
are the most commonly
abandoned dogs in India,
and this action can prevent a
great deal of suffering."
In the recent past there has

been a spate of attacks by
ferocious dogs. These
included a Gwalior resident
being attacked by his pet
Rottweiler in January 2024
when the man remembered
he had forgotten to feed the
dog during the day and went
to provide food around
midnight.
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23 ferocious dog breeds...
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The Government has
blocked 18 OTT platforms

and social media accounts
associated with them for pub-
lishing obscene, vulgar and in
some instances pornographic
content.
Announcing this here on
Thursday, the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
said in a statement 18 OTT
platforms and 19 websites, 10
apps (seven on Google Play
Store, three on Apple App
Store), and 57 social media
accounts associated with them
have been disabled for public
access in India. Union Minister
for Information and
Broadcasting Anurag Thakur
has emphasised the responsi-
bility of the platforms to not
propagate obscenity, vulgarity
and abuse under the guise of
'creative expression'.
The decision to act against the
OTT platforms was taken under
the provisions of the
Information Technology Act,
2000 in consultation with other
Ministries/Departments of the
Government, and domain
experts specialising in media

and entertainment, women's
rights, and child rights, the
statement said. The OTT plat-
forms that have been blocked
are Dreams Films, Voovi,
Yessma, Uncut Adda, Tri Flicks,
X Prime, Neon X VIP,
Besharams, Hunters, Rabbit,
Xtramood, Nuefliks, MoodX,
Mojflix, Hot Shots VIP, Fugi,
Chikooflix, and Prime Play.
The development comes
despite the platforms being
warned not to promote obscen-
ity, vulgarity and abuse under
the guise of "creative expres-
sion". In its statement, the
Government said a major
chunk of the content on the
platforms portrayed women
in a demeaning manner.
"It depicted nudity and sexual
acts in various inappropriate
contexts, such as relationships
between teachers and students,
incestuous family relationships,
etc," the statement said.
"The content included sexual
innuendos and, in some
instances, prolonged segments of
pornographic and sexually
explicit scenes devoid of any the-
matic or societal relevance," it
further said to justify the block-
ing of the platforms.
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Four people died while 11
others suffered after a fire

broke out in a five-storeyed res-
idential building in Shastri
Nagar Gali No-13 near Geeta
Colony.Geeta Colony on
Thursday morning. According
to police, the deceased includes
a couple along with their two
children. The victims have
been identified as Manoj (30),
his wife Suman (28) and two
girls aged five and three years.
"We got information from the
hospital that four people -- two
children and a couple -- died
due to suffocation and burn
injuries. As per preliminary on-
spot observation by the FSL
team, spark in the electric wire
could be the reason for the fire.
Further investigation is on,"
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Shahdara) Surendra
Choudhary said.
The officer further said that

they received a call around 5:20
am about the fire in the Shastri
Nagar area of Shahdara. The
Delhi Fire Services was
informed immediately. A local
police team, nine fire tenders,
ambulances, and PCR vans
were rushed to the spot.
Police said that four of the

severely injured persons iden-
tified as Baby (32), Nandu
(25), Rakesh Kumar (34), and

Iafra, aged two-and-a-half years
old, were referred to the GTB
Hospital.  According to the
police, Prashant (28), Aqib
(24), Yashoda (36), Shifada

(24), Jagrit (nine), Bulbul (27),
and Rajni (28) were undergo-
ing treatment for burns in dif-
ferent units of Dr Hedgewar
Aarogya Sansthan.

Police said the building where
the fire broke out has four
floors and there is a car park-
ing area on the ground floor.
They said the fire started from
the parking lot and the smoke
engulfed the entire building.
"Even though the street is nar-
row, fire officials managed to
reach the spot on time and
douse the flames. A search was
conducted on each floor. Three
men, four women, and two
children were sent to Dr
Hedgewar Aarogya Sansthan
hospital," the officer said.
Police said they later received

information from the hospital
that four people -- two children
and a couple -- were dead.
According to the police, a car
and a motorcycle were gutted
in the fire and blocked the
building entrance.  Witnesses
said since the entrance was
blocked due to the fire, sur-
vivors had to run to the terrace
and had to jump on the terraces
of adjacent buildings to save
their lives.
Aman Singh, an eyewitness,

said, "It was so horrible. People
were screaming for saving their
lives. They went to the terrace
and jumped on the terraces of
the neighbouring buildings."
Another eyewitness, Vijay
Sharma, said the firefighters
doused the flames in half-an-
hour, but due to the smoke and

fire in the main exit area, peo-
ple could not leave the build-
ing immediately.
Four lives could have been
saved, if the car was not parked
there," Sharma said.

Some neighbours said they
woke up after hearing screams
and loud siren. "Everyone was
trying to douse the flames by
pouring water, but in vein," said
Jyoti, a neighbour. Earlier in
February, a massive fire that
broke out in a building that
housed an illegal paint manu-
facturing factory in Nehru
Enclave near Alipur in outer
Delhi which claimed 11 lives,
including that of a woman. The
factory was run by Akhil Jain
and the plot was owned by Raj
Rani, a resident of Nehru
Enclave, police said, adding
that nobody who was present
at the factory during the inci-
dent survived.
"I jumped on the terrace of the
adjacent building to save myself
from the raging fire," recalled
Babita, one of the survivors of
the Shastri Nagar fire that
claimed the lives of two chil-
dren and a couple on Thursday.
As fire blocked the entrance of
the four-storey building, sur-
vivors had to run to the terrace
and jump on the terraces of
adjacent buildings in a des-
perate attempt to escape the
blaze.

"When we saw the fire flames,
we called the police and tried
to escape. However, due to the
high flames and smoke, we
couldn't go downstairs. So we
ran towards the building ter-
race. From there we jumped to
another building to save our
lives," Babita said
Two-and-a-half-year-old Iafra,
who lived with her parents
Aqib (24) and Shifada (24) on
the first floor of the building,
is undergoing treatment at
GTB hospital and her condi-
tion is “turning critical”, her rel-
ative said

Recollecting the harrowing
incident, neighbours said they
woke up to blaring sirens of fire
extinguishers and screams of
people calling for help.
"We woke up to the noise of

sirens and people screaming
and realised one of the build-
ings in our lane had caught fire.
There was complete chaos.
People were trying to extin-
guish the fire with buckets of
water but it had little to no
effect as the flames were huge,"
said Jyoti, who lives in the same
lane in Geeta Colony. An offi-
cial at Dr Hedgewer Arogya
Sansthan hospital said 15
patients were brought to the
hospital. Four of them were
declared dead and four others
were referred to GTB hospital
in critical condition.

Four die as fire breaks out in Shastri Nagar residential building
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At least 39 people have
died and more than 100

have suffered injuries in fire
incidents in the national
Capital so far this year, offi-
cials  data on Thursday.
According to data released by
the Delhi Fire Services (DFS),
16 people lost their lives in
fire in January, another 16 in
February and seven in March
till Thursday.   Fire incidents
led to 51 injuries in January,
42 in February and 14 until
March 14, it stated.
From January 1 to March 14,
the DFS has received 2,682
f ire-related cal ls .    On
Thursday, two children and a
married couple died due to
suffocation after a massive fire
broke out in a residential
building in the Shastri Nagar
area of Delhi's Shahdara.
In another major incident, 11
people died in an explosion
and subsequent blaze in a
paint factory at Dayalpur
market in outer Delhi 's
Alipur. Four people were
injured in the fire that broke
out on February 15.

The charred bodies of the 11
vict ims,  10 men and a
woman, were recovered from
the factory, which also hous-
es chemical godowns.
The fire, which was preced-

ed by a blast, had spread to
nearby buildings, including a
drug rehabilitation centre and
eight shops. A police consta-
ble also sustained injuries,
including burns, in the blaze.

In another incident in
February, an 83-year-old
woman died and her grand-
daughter sustained injuries
after they jumped off the
fourth floor of a residential
building in southwest Delhi's
Dwarka when a fire broke out
in their apartment.
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Traffic snarls were witnessed
in central Delhi and Sarai

Kale Khan on Thursday in
view of a farmers "mahapan-
chayat" convened at the Ramlila
Ground here to protest against
the Centre's policies regarding
the farming sector. Vehicles
moved at a snail's pace, result-
ing in traffic congestion at
ITO, Delhi Gate, Daryaganj,
Connaught Place, and on
National Highway-24 near
Sarai Kale Khan, among other
places. Massive traffic snarls
were witnessed at Sarai Kale
Khan. A senior police officer
said commuters might face
some trouble but the traffic is
moving. "We have had a word
with the traffic police about
diversion plans," the officer
said.  Meanwhile, security was
beefed up in the national cap-
ital on Thursday and heavy
force was deployed for check-
ing vehicles in the central parts
of the city due to
Mahapanchayat'.
Scores of Punjab farmers have
gathered at Ramlila Maidan in
Delhi to attend ‘Kisan
Mahapanchayat’ that has been
organized by the Samyukt
Kisam Morcha (SKM) on
Thursday to press the Centre to
accept the farmers' demands,

including a law on the mini-
mum support price (MSP).
During their gathering, they
raised slogans against the
Union Government. It also
vowed to continue its stir dur-
ing the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls if its demands are not met,
according to the resolution.
Bharatiya Kisan Union leader
Rakesh Tikait told reporters,
"We held a meeting here and a
message has gone to the gov-
ernment that farmers of our
country are united. The gov-
ernment should talk to us to
resolve the issue. This agitation
is not going to stop anytime
soon and it will spread from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari."
Tikait said the government
wants to destroy the country by
turning the farmers into

labourers.
"They have already ended the
'mandi' system in Bihar and
now they want to do it across
the country. This way, they
want the farmers to become
labourers," he said.
He also said the government
wants to break the unity of
farmers by forming different
farmers' unions.
"They want to divide us based
on caste, religion, regionalism
and language," he charged.
Krantikari Kisan Union leader
Darshan Pal, who also partic-
ipated in the mahapanchayat,
said the demands of the farm-
ers have been neglected for
years.
"We have been holding agita-
tions since 2021 and their
charters have already been sent

to the president and the prime
minister but nothing has hap-
pened so far," he said.
"Today, we discussed the same
issues and again informed the
farmers who came here from
various parts of the country
about our demands. We also
passed a resolution to contin-
ue our agitation and target the
policies of BJP during the elec-
tion period as well," he added.
Pal also showed his displeasure
over the limited gathering per-
mitted by the Delhi Police at
the Ramlila Maidan.
"We were not allowed to come
to Delhi. The permission for
the 'mahapanchayat' was given
at the eleventh hour with sev-
eral restrictions like only 5,000
farmers could come. The farm-
ers were not allowed to go to
gurdwaras and they were also
stopped at railway stations," he
claimed.The farmers also raised
slogans against the Union gov-
ernment at the protest venue.
Several women farmers also
joined the protest.
There were yellow, red, blue
and white coloured flags that
were carried by different farm-
ers signifying their affiliation to
different farm unions.
The farmers from states like
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Himachal

Pradesh and West Bengal had
come for the mahapanchayat.
Harman Singh, a farmer from
Punjab's Patiala, said he arrived
in the capital on Wednesday
night.
"We want the Centre's policies
to be pro-farmers. We also
want our demand for an MSP
(minimum support price) on
crops to be fulfilled," he said.
Ravinder Singh, a farmer from
Punjab's Bathinda, said action
should be taken against the
accused in the violence that
erupted in Uttar Pradesh's
Lakhimpur Kheri in October
2021.
"We want action against the
person who drove his car over
farmers in Lakhimpur Kheri.
The family members of the vic-
tim should get compensation
and a government job," he
said.
During the ongoing protest at
Ramlila Maidan, a farmer reit-
erated the main demand of the
protest which is the legal guar-
antee of minimum support
price (MSP).
"Our main demand is a legal-
ly guaranteed minimum sup-
port price," said 39-year-old
Utpal Biswas, from the eastern
state of West Bengal. "Today's
protest is supposed to last for
a day but we will see how it pro-
gresses."
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Scores of Hindu and Sikh
refugees living in various

parts of Delhi staged a protest
near Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal's Civil Lines residence
here on Thursday, demanding
an apology from him over his
statements against the imple-
mentation of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA). The
protesters assembled near the
Chandgiram Akhara and
attempted to march towards
Kejriwal's bungalow but were
stopped by police.
As regards refugees staying at
Majnu-ka-Tila, Solanki said
"We have been asked to visit the
high court on or after March 19
for the registration process.
One of the lawyers we know
met us last night and informed
this. Rest of the process to reg-
ister ourselves will be informed
after we visit court."
He further stated that the
refugees living at Majnu-Ka-
Tila have been informed that
they will not be relocated. “We
have been told that we will not
be moved from Majnu-Ka-
Tila area. Even several families
here want the government to
provide them with benefits

here itself and develop the
camp."
The government will now start
granting Indian nationality to
persecuted non-Muslim
migrants -- Hindus, Sikhs,
Jains, Buddhists, Parsis and
Christians -- from the three
countries. The rules come into
force with immediate effect,
according to a Gazette notifi-
cation. 
As regards the protest, “the
Narendra Modi government is
giving us citizenship while
Kejriwal is asking who will give
us jobs and houses. He does not
understand our pain," said
Panjuram, one of the protest-
ers.
Pakistani Hindu refugees of
Majnu-Ka-Tila have been
asked to visit the Delhi High

Court on or after March 19 for
the registration process of cit-
izenship, Pakistani Hindu
refugee Dharamveer Solanki
said on Thursday adding the
process to register them as
Indian citizens will be informed
after they visit the court next
week.
This development comes after
the Centre implemented the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
2019 on Monday, paving the
way for grant of citizenship to
undocumented non-Muslim
migrants from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan
who came to India before
December 31, 2014.  Solanki
also said the refugees living at
Majnu-Ka-Tila have been
informed that they will not be
relocated.
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Taking exception to Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s

remarks regarding the
Citizenship (Amendment)Act,
Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva on Thursday said the
statement was driven by a spe-
cific religious politics.  
He said the person who resides
in a mansion built with loot
money now wants to tell how
the country should be run.
Kejriwal, having engaged in
corruption for ten years, has
lost his moral compass and is
now making contradictory
statements to please a specific

group. Kejriwal only wants to
indulge in religious politics
because he has lost all human
empathy, the BJP leader said.
Earlier, Kejriwal slammed the
BJP-led Centre on Thursday
over the implementation of the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
(CAA), saying an unimaginable
number of people will come to
India with the doors opening for
minorities from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan.
Reacting to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's reported
comments against him over
the CAA, Kejriwal said the
country is important. "He
(Shah) has called me corrupt,

but I am not important, the
country is important. He did not
answer the questions raised by
me. He only abused me," the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
said at a digital press conference.
On Thursday, Kejriwal asked
the Centre from where will
jobs, houses and resources come
for the refugees coming to India
from Pakistan and Bangladesh.
"A bigger migration than that in
1947 will happen due to the
implementation of the CAA.
There are 2.5 crore to 3 crore
minorities in Afghanistan,
Pakistan and Bangladesh. An
unimaginable number of peo-
ple will come to India if the

doors are thrown open for the
minorities of neighbouring
countries," he claimed. Kejriwal
said the Centre says those who
came to India before December
31, 2014 will be granted citi-
zenship.
"What I want to ask them is, did

people stop entering India after
2014? Earlier, infiltrators were
scared of getting caught and
punished but the CAA will do
away with that fear. Infiltrators
are still entering the country," he
said. "Rohingyas came to India
during your (BJP's) regime.
Will you give jobs and ration
cards to Pakistani infiltrators?
Spending taxpayers' money on
minorities from other countries
is not acceptable. "Implementing
the CAA will make the country
unsafe and create a law-and-
order situation," the AAP leader
claimed.
Earlier, The Home Minister
Amit Shah tore into the

Opposition for targeting its
decision to implement the law.
He dismissed the criticism that
CAA is "unconstitutional". "This
law does not violate Article 14.
There is a clear, reasonable
classification here. This is a law
for those who, due to partition,
remained in Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and Bangladesh and
were facing religious persecu-
tion and decided to come to
India," the Union Minister said.
Taking a dig at Kejriwal,
Sachdeva said Kejriwal's lan-
guage is akin to Asaduddin
Owaisi and Mamata Banerjee.
Not a single statement has come
from Kejriwal regarding the

Rohingya Muslims, despite his
tenure as the Chief Minister of
Delhi for the past 10 years.
He said the taxpayers' money
which Kejriwal talks about is
used to provide a salary of
42,000 rupees to muslim clerics
in Delhi, yet Kejriwal has never
spoken up for priests, pastors, or
scholars. The people of Delhi
want to know why.
Delhi BJP President termed
Kejriwal's statement as indica-
tive of a distorted mindset and
said everyone knew that BJP's
manifesto had mentioned the
implementation of CAA, and
today, when it is being imple-
mented, the AAP leader is

attempting to give it a religious-
political spin.
Sachdeva said Rohingyas come
into India through Bengal and
infiltration, yet the Arvind
Kejriwal government has pro-
vided them shelter. His own leg-
islators have encroached and
occupied illegally, and action
has been taken against them,
but not a word has come out of
Kejriwal's mouth. Moreover, he
does not have the courage to
condemn the atrocities against
Hindu and Sikh women in
Pakistan and Afghanistan, let
alone speak against the
Sandeshkali incident in the
country, Sachdeva said.
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To enable seamless flow of
traff ic on the newly

opened Dwarka Expressway,
the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
has urged commuters to drive
responsibly and has taken var-
ious measures that will help to
minimise traffic rule violations
and ensure safety of the com-
muters.
To assist commuters on the
expressway, NHAI has
deployed marshals to guide
and provide directions at
major junctions & entry /exit
points, as well as additional
road signages have been put
up for the convenience of the
commuters.
Also, as the Dwarka
Expressway has been devel-
oped as a high-speed corridor,
the movement of high-speed
vehicles may pose risk to the
safety of comparatively slow-

moving vehicles. Therefore,
vehicles such as two/three
wheelers and non-motorized
vehicles have been prohibited
from using the corridor. Such
vehicles can use the service
lane provided on either side of
the expressway. Leveraging
technology, advanced CCTV
Cameras have also been
deployed on the corridor to

check violations and enhance
road safety.
Also, to provide robust
Incident Management System
dedicated expressway patrol
vehicles, and ambulances have
been deployed on the corridor.
In addition, services of toll-
free National Highway
Helpline Number 1033 are
also available to assist com-

muters in case of any emer-
gency/ non-emergency situa-
tions.    
NHAI urges commuters to
drive responsibly, avoid wrong
side driving, follow lane dis-
cipline and drive within speed
limits to ensure safety on the
high-speed corridor. 

The 19 km long Haryana sec-
tion of the Dwarka Expressway
has been recently opened to
traffic. The 8-lane access con-
trol Urban Expressway con-
nects Delhi-Haryana border to
Kherki Daula cloverleaf inter-
change and is India’s first
Elevated Road that has been
developed on a Single Pier. 
The expressway also features
India’s first three level grade
segregation at major junc-
tions, ensuring segregation of
local traffic and thorough traf-
fic on the corridor. 
Upkeep of safety on Dwarka
Expressway is a high priority

for NHAI, and the authority is
making all out efforts to pro-
vide safe and smooth travel
experience to the commuters.
Dwarka Expressway is the
fourth arterial road, and the
second expressway, linking
Delhi and Gurgaon. It is
expected to divert a major
chunk of traffic from Delhi-
Gurgaon Expressway, which is
choked through the day, and
will improve driving time
between south Delhi and west
Delhi to Gurgaon.
The Dwarka Expressway pro-
ject, which was initiated by the
Haryana government in 2006,
faced numerous delays and
obstacles due to land acquisi-
tion issues and court cases.
However, the growing demand
for housing in the New
Gurgaon area, along with the
need for better connectivity,
prompted the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) to take charge.
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As many as sixty traffic challans were issued
against 60 vehicle drivers for traffic viola-

tions on the Dwarka Expressway after it was
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on March 11.
According to the traffic police, out of 60 chal-
lans 28 fines to drivers of vehicles driving on the
wrong side.
The Gurugram Traffic Police have already pro-
hibited Two-wheelers and auto-rickshaws on the
newly opened 19-km stretch Haryana section
of the Dwarka Expressway.
DCP (Traffic) Virender Vij, said entry of six
types of vehicles will be prohibited: two-wheel-
ers (scooters/motorcycles), tractor/ trolleys,
three-wheelers (auto-rickshaws), multi-axle
hydraulic trailer vehicles, quadricycles, and non-
motorised vehicles.
Traffic Police personnel were directed to ensure
the enforcement of rules by issuing fines if any

of these vehicles are found on the Expressway
and prohibiting their entry.
"For the smooth functioning of the traffic sys-
tem on Dwarka Expressway, 05 zonal officers
have been appointed, which include 2 sub-
inspector and 3 assistant-sub-inspector officers,
apart from this, 01 traffic inspector has also been
appointed," Vij said.
To control speeding, an inspector with an inter-
ceptor challan machine was deployed with
instructions to ensure that light motor vehicles
maintain a speed of 100 km/h and heavy motor
vehicles maintain a speed of 80 km/h on the
expressway.
"For the supervision of all these officers,
Assistant Police Commissioner (Traffic) and
Crime Against Women (CAW), Surender Kaur
has also been appointed, she will oversee the
smooth running of the traffic system on
Dwarka Expressway and will take action against
the drivers who floated the traffic norms, Vij
added.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said his goal was to

make India a premier hub for
scientific learning by drawing
in global best practices and
sharing its knowledge and
experiences with the world.
"The coming years until 2047
is a period that is crucial to
realise our vision of building a
strong, self-reliant nation,
where the scientific communi-
ty in particular, especially our
youth, will play a defining
role," the Prime Minister said
in a message to a report encap-
sulating the scientific achieve-
ments of the past decade.
The report -- “A Decade of
Science: Technology Panorama
for Aatmanirbhar Bharat” was
compiled by the Office of the
Principal Scientific Adviser to
the Union Government and
NGO Foundation for
Advancing Science and
Technology (FAST India) --
and released by Science and
Technology Minister Jitendra
Singh on Thursday.
The report highlights India's
sustained efforts in science
and technology, particularly
in fields such as infrastructure,
defence, energy sector and

heavy industries.
"Be it investing in cutting-
edge fields like artificial intel-
ligence, deep sea and space
exploration, Chandrayaan-3's
landing on South Pole of the
Moon, leadership in vaccine
development during the pan-
demic, or commitment to
expand renewable energy -- all
such efforts showcase our con-
tinuing journey towards self-
reliance," Modi said.
The prime minister said India's
scientists have carried out
ground-breaking research
across diverse spheres, while its
tech ecosystem provides inno-
vative solutions to global chal-
lenges.
He said the government has
also implemented far-reaching
reforms in the education sec-

tor to instill a scientific tem-
perament among the youth as
well as promote inquiry-based
learning.
Principal Scientific Adviser
Ajay Kumar Sood said the
report examined the efforts in
S&T across various domains
such as capability-building,
energy, exploration, public
service, agriculture, livestock
and biotechnolog y,  and
health.
From development of radars
and air defence systems that
were deployed during the
Balakot airstrikes to India's
strides in vaccine development
and achievements in 4G/5G
telecom networks, the report
seeks to capture the march of
the country in the field of sci-
ence and technology.

Goal to make India hub for
scientific learning, says Modi
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Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on

Thursday accused the
opposition INDIA Bloc of

being guided by cor-
ruption, mis-gover-
nance and fuelling anti-
national agenda, assert-
ing he stands for root-
ing out corruption and

appeasement.
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The concept of simultaneous
elections has been featured

in many reports and studies
since 1983, essentially implying
a return to the previous prac-
tice of conducting polls con-
currently, the high level panel
on “one nation, one election”
has noted.
The panel led by former pres-
ident Ram Nath Kovind sub-
mitted its report to President
Droupadi Mumu on Thursday,
recommending simultaneous
elections for Lok Sabha and
state assemblies as the first step
followed by synchronised local
body polls within 100 days.
"The concept of simultaneous
elections has been featured in
many reports and studies,
essentially implying a return to
the previous practice of con-
ducting elections concurrent-
ly. In its inaugural Annual
Report in 1983, the Election
Commission of India advocat-
ed the idea of conducting
simultaneous elections for both
the House of the People and the
State Legislative Assemblies,"
the report said.
The Law Commission studied
the various issues involved in
the conduct of elections and
recommended in its reports of
1999, 2015 and 2018 (draft) the
adoption of the practice of

simultaneous elections to free
citizens, political parties and
government authorities from
the encumbrance of asynchro-
nous elections.
"In 2002, the National
Commission to Review the
Working of the Constitution
recognised the bane of separate
elections and urged for the
restoration of simultaneous
elections. The Department-
related Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Personnel,
Public Grievances, Law and
Justice made a thorough study
of the issues involved in hold-
ing of elections in 2015 and rec-
ommended that simultaneous
elections will be necessary to
enable India to move on to the
path of high economic devel-
opment," the report said.
"The Committee, in its report
on the "Feasibility of holding
simultaneous elections to the
House of the People (Lok

Sabha) and State Legislative
Assemblies," acknowledged
several reasons supporting the
idea of conducting elections
simultaneously," it added.
In January 2017, NITI Aayog
formulated a working paper
tit led "Analysis  of
Simultaneous Elections: The
What, Why and How," explor-
ing the prospect of holding
concurrent elections for the
House of the People and State
Legislative Assemblies.
"The document examined cur-
rent constitutional provisions
and the financial and logistical
considerations associated with
simultaneous elections and for-
mulated a framework for the
implementation of such syn-
chronized electoral processes.
The desirability of conducting
simultaneous elections is
underscored on various
grounds, as indicated in these
reports," it said.
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Atotal of 28 no-confidence
motions have been moved

in the Lok Sabha till now, as dis-
closed by a high-level panel
deliberating on the prospect of
'one nation, one election'.
The panel's findings also shed
light on the occurrence of seven
instances where Lok Sabha
found itself in a state of deadlock.
Proposing a solution to these
challenges, the high-level panel
led by former president Ram
Nath Kovind suggested that in
scenarios of a hung House or a
vote of no confidence, fresh
elections should be conducted to
constitute a new Lok Sabha.
Historical data highlighted in the
report indicates that the highest
number of no-confidence
motions in Lok Sabha were
moved during 1961-70, totalling
12, followed by six such motions
during 1971-1980.
In stark contrast, from 2000 to
2023, merely three no-confi-
dence motions were recorded.
To tackle these issues, the panel
has put forth a comprehensive
mechanism. This proposed

framework entails a constitu-
tional amendment fixing Lok
Sabha's tenure at five years from
its inaugural meeting.
Should dissolution occur before
the term's completion, fresh
elections will be held, and new
Lok Sabha will serve out the
remainder of the previous term.
Echoing the structure of Lok
Sabha, the state legislative assem-
blies would also operate on a
fixed five-year term from their
inaugural meeting. Dissolution
would prompt fresh elections,
with the new legislative assem-
bly serving until Lok Sabha's
term concludes.
Further, the proposal suggested
conducting mid-term elections
to fill vacancies in municipalities
and panchayats, ensuring seam-
less governance until the subse-
quent general elections.
Implementing these proposed
reforms necessitates constitu-
tional amendments and the
panel proposed amendments to
Article 83 and Article 172 of the
Constitution would regulate the
tenures of Lok Sabha and the
state legislative assemblies,
respectively.
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The Centre has revised a
flexible complementing

scheme related to the recruit-
ment and promotion of scien-
tists in different Central
Government departments,
according to an official order.
The move was necessitated
considering the evolving
advancement in the field of sci-
ence and technology, and the
requests of the various central
government ministries and
departments in this regard.
Based on the recommenda-
tions of the sixth Central Pay
Commission (6th CPC), the
f lexible complementing
scheme (FCS) for scientists,
that existed in some of the sci-
entific ministries/departments
of the government of India,
was modified and instructions
on modified flexible comple-
menting scheme (MFCS) were

issued by the Personnel
Ministry in September 2010.
These guidelines are not
applicable to Defence Research
and Development
Organisation (DRDO) and
Departments of Atomic
Energy and Space, where the
scientists are governed by
another scheme called merit
based promotion scheme.
"Subsequent to the issue of
these guidelines, a need was felt
for enhancing the educational
qualifications in the MFCS by
several ministries/departments
in order to recruit scientists as
per their work function and
detailed deliberations were
held on the issue," an order
issued by the Personnel
Ministry said.
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The BJP is targeting young
and first-time voters with

engaging short videos centred
around the Modi govern-
ment's initiatives in a variety
of sectors including educa-
tion, health, communication
and start-ups, party leaders
said on Thursday.
The ruling party is using social
media extensively to reach the
young voters and recently
launched a website (pehlavote-
modiko.Bjp.Org) as part of its
campaign to engage with them
and seek their support during
the polls, the schedule of which
is expected to be announced
soon.
The campaign emphasises on
the message that the lives of
Indian youths have improved
under the 10 years of the gov-
ernment led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, a
party leader said.
Among the campaign high-
lights are policies like 'Startup
India' which has led to the
country now having more
than one lakh start-ups and
over 100 unicorns;  the

National Education Policy
that seeks to revamp educa-
tional landscape; and the
establishment of 390 new
universities, seven IIMs, seven
IITs and 15 AIIMs over the
past 10 years.
The campaign claims that
India's sporting arena has
been "transformed" by initia-
tives like 'Khelo India' and
'Target Olympic Podium
Scheme (TOPS)' ;  while
expressways, 'Vande Bharat'
trains, trans-harbour links
are reshaping the country's
infrastructure.
The nation, it says, has seen
a 2,300 per cent growth in its
solar power capacity in the
last 10 years while the suc-
cessful hosting of the G20
summit is an example of
India's elevated status in glob-
al affairs.
The 'Chandrayaan 3',
'Mangalyaan', and 'Aditya' L1
space missions also find a
mention to highlight the coun-
try's space-tech achievements
besides the advent of UPI and
5G technology which has
changed India's digital land-
scape, party leaders associated
with the campaign said.
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Engineer-turned-philan-
thropist Sudha Murty on

Thursday took oath as Rajya
Sabha MP in the presence of her
husband N R Narayana Murthy.
Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar administered the oath
in his chamber in Parliament
House. Leader of the House
Piyush Goyal was also present on
the occasion.
Murty, 73, the former chairper-
son of Infosys Foundation and
the author of several books,
mostly for children, was nomi-
nated to the Rajya Sabha on
International Women's Day last
Friday.She is also renowned for
her contribution to Kannada and
English literature and is a recip-
ient of the Sahitya Akademi Bal
Sahitya Puraskar, the Padma
Shri (2006) and the Padma
Bhushan (2023).
Murty, who was the first woman
engineer to have worked with
TELCO, is famously known to
have provided the seed capital of
Rs 10,000 from her emergency
funds to her husband to start
Infosys, which now has a mar-
ket cap of over USD 80 billion.
Her daughter Akshata is married
to British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak.
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Hope peace will return
soon: Manipur CM
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Manipur Chief
Minister N Biren
Singh on Thursday

said talks have been initiated
to resolve the conflict
between the Meitei and Kuki
communities in the state.
Speaking at a programme
here, Singh emphasised the
importance of resolving
conflicts through dialogue
and political engagements.
He mentioned that legislators
from both the communities
have met twice, indicating
progress in the peace process.
“Valley MLAs have met Kuki
legislators twice. A team
consisting of the chairman of
the hill areas committee has
also been meeting both Kuki
and Naga civil societies. I
hope peace will return soon,”
he said.
Singh acknowledged the
unfortunate loss of innocent
lives since violence broke out
in the state on May 3 last, but
expressed optimism about
achieving peace.
He said deployment of state
security forces in vulnerable
areas has helped reduce
violence. Singh also noted
that displaced persons from
various areas have started
returning to their homes.
“Deployment of state security
forces in almost all vulnerable
areas is almost done. With
God’s grace, news of violence
has subsided and displaced
persons of Phoubakchao,
Dolaithabi, Sugnu and Serou
have started returning to their

native places,” he said. 
Manipur has remained
gripped by recurring bouts of
violence since ethnic clashes
between two communities
first erupted in May last year.
Altogether 219 people have
been killed since then.
The clashes have occurred
over a number of grievances
that both sides have against
the other, however, the
flashpoint of the crisis has
been a move to give Meiteis
Scheduled Tribe status, which
has since been rolled back and
an attempt to turf out tribals
living in protected forest
areas.
Meiteis account for about 53
per cent of Manipur’s
population and live mostly in
the Imphal Valley, while
tribals, which include Nagas
and Kukis, constitute 40 per
cent and reside mainly in the
hill districts. 
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Mar 14 (PTI) Mafias don’t
have the “right to live” if

they “interfere” with the right
to life of the poor, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said on Thursday.
Addressing a function in
Ambedkar Nagar to
inaugurate and lay the
foundation stones of projects
worth Rs 2,122 crore, the chief
minister alleged that before
the BJP government in the
state, mafias would encroach
the lands of the poor and
stopped them from
celebrating their festivals.
“Can any mafia encroach over
the land of the poor today?
Can anyone harass our
daughters? They know that if
they harass any daughter,
‘Yamraj’ will treat him at the
next road intersection,”
Adityanath said.
“Tell me if the ongoing
treatment of mafias is correct
or not? Do you support it or
not?” he asked the crowd
gathered at the function.
Adityanath said it was because
of the “double engine
government” that the mafias
in UP were receiving this
“treatment”. 
The mafias were “creatures
reared and brought up” by
previous governments that
served as their leaders’ source
of income, he said.
“But we said that these
creatures don’t have the right
to live if they interfere with
the right to life of the poor.
Their right to live will be
snatched from them and they
will be ended if they interfere,”
the chief minister said. Over
180 alleged criminals were
gunned down in encounters

in the state in the six years of
Yogi Adityanath government
from 2017 to 2023, as per data
by state police.
According to the data, more
than 10,900 police encounters
have taken place in the state
during this period. In these
encounters, 23,300 alleged
criminals were arrested and
5,046 were injured.
The chief minister also
targeted the Samajwadi Party
in his address. 
“A war is going on between
chacha and bhatija there. The
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family gets busy with ‘vasooli’
(recovery) whenever any
recruitment is announced,”
said Adityanath, in an
indirect dig at SP president
Akhilesh Yadav and his uncle
and party leader Shivpal
Singh Yadav.

“There were governments in
the country (centre) before
2014 and in UP before 2017
who thought only about
themselves and their families.
But PM Modi has said that all
140 crore people of the
country are his family.”
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The public always looks
at the scientific com-
munity whenever they

are in dire straits. Farmers
seek help from agriculture sci-
entists when serious pests
affect their crops, or there is
a drastic decline in productiv-
ity. Similarly, the public looks
to medical scientists for help
whenever a pathogen attacks
humans. During the COVID-
19 pandemic, we have seen
how, every day, the ordinary
person eagerly looked at
research work from various
labs. Covid-19 reinstated the
common man’s confidence in
scientists. The current gener-
ation that has overcome the
COVID-19 catastrophe is
deeply indebted to scientists
for their lives. 
Even though there are hun-
dreds of scientific fields, agri-
culture and health care are
close to the day-to-day affairs
of ordinary people, and
hence, scientists working in
these areas need to commu-
nicate directly to the public.
Scientists working in other
fields like communication
engineering, space research,
civil engineering etc, though
highly relevant to the day-to-
day life of commoners, never
come in direct contact with

them. Whenever humanity is
in disarray, scientists bring
glee and a ray of hope
through their discoveries. 
In many parts of the world,
scientists also create confu-
sion because of conflicts of
interest and interference from
policymakers. It’s an open
secret that most of the food
products available in our
market are adulterated, and in
some cases, they contain toxic
substances. Even scientists
working in industries will
secretly admit it, but they are
not allowed to publish the
results or speak publicly. Most
of the scientific work related
to pesticides, drugs etc is
linked with industry, and
none of the industries will
support a genuine scientist.
Industries may influence the
design of research studies to
ensure outcomes align with
their objectives. 
There is always a conflict
between proponents of mod-

ern medicine and traditional
systems of medicine. Many
scientists blatantly state that
Ayurvedic or Homeopathic
drugs have side effects, forget-
ting the fact that all modern
medicines have severe side
effects. Scientists should strive
to be impartial in pursuing
knowledge and understand-
ing of the natural world. This
dedication to objectivity is
fundamental to the scientific
method, which relies on sys-
tematic observation, experi-
mentation, and analysis to
uncover truths about the uni-
verse. However, scientists,
like all humans, are suscepti-
ble to personal beliefs and
biases that may subtly influ-
ence their work. 
These biases can affect every-
thing from the questions sci-
entists choose to investigate to
the interpretation of their
findings. Furthermore, exter-
nal factors such as funding
sources, societal pressures,
and political climates can
also influence scientific
research. Research funding, in
particular, plays a significant
role in shaping the scientific
agenda, as scientists often
rely on grants from govern-
ment agencies, private foun-
dations, or industry sponsors

to support their work. The
priorities of these funding
sources may align with par-
ticular agendas or interests,
potentially influencing the
direction and focus of
research. Societal pressures
and political influence can
also distort scientific results. 
Despite these challenges, the
scientific community is com-
mitted to upholding certain
principles of objectivity, trans-
parency, and peer review to
ensure the integrity of scien-
tific research. 
While scientists may not
always be entirely free from
bias, these principles help to
minimise the impact of per-
sonal beliefs and external
influences on the scientific
process. The scientific com-
munity can maintain public
trust and credibility by
upholding these standards.
Moreover, scientists should
proactively engage with soci-
etal concerns, prioritising
research that tackles urgent
issues like public health, and
social inequality. If scientists
lose public trust, society will
be in disarray. 

(The writer is an adjunct
faculty at the National

Institute of Advanced
Studies; views are personal)
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portation that can bolster trade and com-
merce. Biodiversity would have been a
thing of the past but for the rivers. The river
system, of course, is Earth’s highest biolog-
ical diversity zone. International Day of
Action for Rivers aims at spreading aware-
ness through campaigns on the importance
of rivers and their protection. Only about
ten per cent of the river basins in the world
are protected. Dams, encroachments and
deforestation have threatened their very
existence. Therefore,  saving and celebrat-
ing rivers cannot be overstated.
Campaign against the construction of dams
is an integral part of “ saving rivers” because
preserving free-flowing rivers is the key. It
is indisputable that “water is for all.” That
said, it is every citizen’s responsibility to
keep the nation’s rivers clean and pollution-
free devoid of dump and industrial wastage.
A country’s rivers cannot be allowed to
become sites for garbage and sewage dis-
posal. River management, river pollution
and river conservation are three areas that
have seized the attention of experts. More
than thirty countries come together on the
International Day of Action for Rivers to
take stock of the international rivers, and
ways to upkeep them.

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola  
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Sir — Despite knowing the harmful
effects of plastic, the government is not
serious about enforcing laws against its
rampant use. People also turn a blind eye
to the plastic menace. They have become
accustomed to the use-and-throw cul-
ture, and don’t bother to carry shopping
bags. Users don’t even think twice
before throwing a plastic bag perhaps
because it comes cheap. Do we ever
think about how thick the plastic bag
given to us in shopping malls is? About
15 per cent of all garbage is plastic; only
50 per cent of it is recycled. Despite
being long-lasting, plastic bags are
thrown away after a single use.
Plastic remains in the earth for a long time,
cutting air and water supply to the soil, and
tremendously affecting the growth of
plants. It reduces the water-retaining
capacity of the soil. In the monsoon,  plas-
tic gets collected in drains and blocks the
passage of water which causes waterlogging
and floods, which in turn give rise to water-
borne diseases.

Dorai Ramani Suresh | Ghaziabad
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Sir — This is concerning the article “The
US presidential race intensifies” (March 13,
2024). The process of presidential elections
in America in November has progressed
to the point where it is almost clear that
President Joe Biden and former President
Donald Trump will face off again. The
Super Tuesday results showed them to be
far ahead of their opponents, and the next
day, Nikki Haley eliminated all questions
by stating that she was postponing the cam-
paign to become the Republican nominee.
The US presidential elections will feature
only the same candidates for the second
time in a row, a first since 1956. Second,
both candidates are elderly. Two-thirds of
those polled in February believed Biden
was no longer old enough to work for the
government. Nearly half of the respondents
expressed the same way about Trump.
The serious allegations against former
President Trump are also making these
elections unique. It is unclear when the
court will rule on these charges. Everyone’s
attention is focused on what will happen
if the court rules against Trump before the
election. These claims are also fueling
intense resentment on both sides during
a presidential race. While Biden has
branded Trump as a threat to America’s
very survival, Trump continues to claim
victory in the 2020 elections. Leaving aside
these internal challenges, neither candi-
date’s victory would result in a significant
shift in America’s foreign policy. Aside from
modest efforts to balance the Ukraine and
Israel-Hamas wars, America now has few
options. On the other hand, America’s
future posture will be heavily influenced
by the desire to contain China’s growing
aggression.

Abhijit Roy | Jamshedpur
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Sir — Though rivers are national assets,
there is little awareness among the people
about ways to preserve their purity and util-
ity. Besides being indispensable for day-to-
day use, including agricultural purposes,
they serve as a great inland mode of trans-
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the fact is that neither of the
two is seen as genuine repre-
sentative of the realm. While
Biden has routinely invoked
the Military Service of his late
son, Beau Biden, to burnish his
militaristic association, it
remains an artful contextual-
ization as Beau’s service was
that of Judge Advocate General
in Iraq for a year – later, Beau
had died owing to brain can-
cer. Many Veterans have ques-
tioned Biden’s sincerity like the
incident of the Air Force
Veteran accosting Biden at an
event, “I’m an Air Force veter-
an. I’m here with an Army vet-
eran. We are just wondering
why we should vote for some-
one who voted for a war and
enabled a war that killed thou-
sands of our brothers and sis-
ters, countless Iraqi civilians.”
However, even though
Republicans always enjoyed a
historical bias in terms of
Veteran traction, given its con-
servative and overtly ‘nation-
alistic’ moorings, Trump is not
exactly in the mould of Dwight
Eisenhower, Ronald Reagan,
George HW Bush etc.,
Trump’sRepublicanism is more
anchored in the commercial
sensibilities of its affluent elites,
as opposed to martial tradi-
tions of Military families that
breed reserves of selfless char-
acter. Therefore, Trump has
had to appropriate the apolit-
ical institution of the Armed
Forces with his misplaced

commentary of ‘My Generals,
walk at Lafayette Square etc.,
and suchlike unwarranted
usurpations. Ironically, he has
even pooh-poohed the
Veterans with utter disdain
whenever his instincts have
taken over. Trump’s former
Chief of Staff, John Kelley, has
confirmed Trump’s apathy, “A
person that thinks those who
defend their country in uni-
form, or are shot down or seri-
ously wounded in combat, or
spend years being tortured as
POWs are all ‘suckers’ because
‘there is nothing in it for them.’
A person who did not want to
be seen in the presence of mil-
itary amputees because ‘It
doesn’t look good for me”.
Even Trump’s contempt for
‘Gold Star’ Military families
owing to their faith or dislike
for rivals like the revered
Senator John McCain (distin-
guished Veteran) or even his
purported query about a
wounded Army Captain at an
event with a query, “Why do
you bring people like that
here?” and added for the mea-
sure, “No one wants to see that,
the wounded.” reflects the real
amorality of Trump.
Even Trump’s Defence
Secretary and legendary war-
rior, General James Mattis
who was eventually, ‘the last
adult in the room’, testified to
the inadvertent bluster that
was postured as faux ‘muscu-
larity’ in Trump’s drumming

and demeanour. Mattis the
proud and apolitical Veteran
had mustered all the correct-
ness that he could manage in
his resignation note when he
suggested that Trump needed
a Defense Secretary ‘whose
views are better aligned to
yours’ – suggesting that no
professional, balanced or self-
respecting individual could
align with an unhinged
Trump. Veterans who served
partisan governments, could-
n’t possibly see individual
leaders as bigger entities, than
the Constitutional morality of
the land. 
Today both Biden and Trump
attempt to profess more sen-
sitivity, care, and concern for
the Veterans, and like the
choice generally, it is yet
another case of a ‘less bad’,
rather than ‘good’ choice.
America’s future as a
Superpower is predicated on
its commitment to the ‘Armed
Forces’ and their associated
domain of Veteran Affairs, yet
neither of the contestants
demonstrates a familial or
topical urgency towards the
Veterans. Therefore, partisan-
ship aside, many Veterans feel
that their service has been
taken for granted and they
have no better choice.

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor

of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry. The
views expressed are personal)
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The United States of
America has a strange
conundrum of choos-
ing the ‘less bad’
Presidential option

amongst geriatrics in Democrat
Joe Biden and Republican Donald
Trump. One concerned set of
constituents is the fraternity of
retired service personnel (from
US Armed Forces) or simply,
Veterans. Given the size and
scale of the standing US Armed
Forces and the accompanying
global deployments, it is unsur-
prising that the Veterans commu-
nity is over 18 million strong. As
the US has had a consistent his-
tory of ongoing combat duties,
Veterans evoke an emotional and
hallowed position in the
American consciousness. The
longstanding American norm of
walking up and shaking the
hands of a Veteran by saying,
“Thank you for your services” is
a sacred culture that exemplifies
the hallowed position afforded to
Veterans, across the partisan and
societal divide. 
Of the 46 US Presidents to date,
an unprecedented 31 had done
military service testifying to the
image of the ‘Uniform’, in public
reverence. At one time, ‘Uniform’
was considered a political mill-
stone for prospective Presidency.
Sadly, it is a normalcy on the
decline. Today neither of the two
Presidential candidates i.e.,
Trump or Biden, fit the bill on this
score. On the contrary, Biden
does himself no good by defend-
ing his five-student draft defer-
ments, whereas Donald Trump is
infamous for his five conscription
deferments, during the Vietnam
War. In recent times, even the
likes of Bill Clinton and George
W Bush (with his specious service
with the Air National Guard)
were criticised for lack of experi-
ence. The implicit fear was that as
the Commander-in-Chief of the
US Armed Forces, a President
bereft of Military Service would
be unversed and unempathetic to
the institutional realities and
Veteran concerns. George H.W.
Bush was the last US President to
serve in combat.
While the campaign spiel and
competitive claims by both the
contesting candidates towards
Veterans in the 2024 Presidential
Elections will bear prominence,
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The world of peace
research and conflict
resolution mourns the

loss of one of its most influ-
ential  f igures,  Johan
Galtung, who passed away
on February 17, 2024. Johan
Galtung, born in Oslo,
Norway, in 1930, was not
just a visionary thinker but
also a prolific writer and
dedicated peace activist
whose legacy continues to
reverberate within the field
today.
Growing up amidst the tur-
moil of World War II,
Galtung’s experiences deeply
influenced his worldview
and spurred his lifelong ded-
ication to understanding
and resolving conflicts. He
devoted his career to explor-
ing innovative approaches to
peacebuilding, drawing from

diverse disciplines such as
sociology, psychology, polit-
ical science, and economics.
Galtung’s pivotal contribu-
tions to peace research led to
the establishment of the
International Peace Research
Institute in Oslo (PRIO) in
1959. PRIO served as a pio-
neering interdisciplinary
hub, fostering collaborative
research endeavours aimed
at comprehensively under-
standing conflict origins and

developing effective strate-
gies for conflict resolution
and peacebuilding.
His leadership at PRIO facil-
itated the exchange of
methodologies and ideas
among scholars globally,
nurturing a vibrant intellec-
tual community dedicated to
advancing peace. Initiatives
like the Transcend Network
for Peace, Development, and
Environment exemplified
Galtung’s commitment to
fostering dialogue and coop-
eration among scholars, pol-
icymakers, and grassroots
activists worldwide.
Throughout history, leaders
and activists have empha-
sised the transformative
power of col laborative
efforts in promoting peace
and non-violence. Mahatma
Gandhi’s philosophy of non-

violent resistance mobilised
millions during India’s inde-
pendence movement, show-
casing the potential for col-
lective action to bring about
profound social and political
change.
Similarly, Nelson Mandela’s
emphasis on reconciliation
and collaboration across
racial divides in South Africa
led to initiatives like the
Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, aimed at heal-
ing past wounds through
dialogue and understand-
ing. Archbishop Desmond
Tutu’s advocacy for the
African philosophy of
Ubuntu further emphasised
the importance of recognis-
ing our shared humanity in
promoting peace and justice.
More recently, figures like
Malala Yousafzai have cham-

pioned education as a tool
for peace, inspiring a glob-
al movement to ensure every
child’s right to education
and opportunity.
One of Galtung’s enduring

contributions is his concept
of “structural violence,”
which highlights the under-
lying structural causes of
violence such as poverty,
inequality, and discrimina-

tion embedded within soci-
etal structures. This con-
cept remains relevant today,
as issues like racism and
global economic disparities
continue to fuel conflicts
worldwide.
Galtung’s advocacy for non-
violent conflict resolution
continues to inspire peace-
builders and activists world-
wide. His emphasis on dia-
logue, empathy, and cooper-
ation offers practical tools
for building sustainable
peace in today’s conflicted
world.
Contemporary movements
for social justice and human
rights, such as Black Lives
Matter, draw inspiration
from Galtung’s ideas about
the power of non-violent
resistance and grassroots
mobilisation to challenge

systemic injustice. In reflect-
ing on Galtung’s legacy, we
must draw upon his teach-
ings to develop innovative
approaches that promote
peace, justice, and human
dignity for all.
His profound impact on
education and social trans-
formation persists beyond
his passing, serving as a
guiding light for future
endeavours in the pursuit of
a more peaceful and just
world. As Galtung himself
said, “Peace is not a fixed
state, but a process that
requires constant attention
and effort.” It is up to each
of us to contribute to this
ongoing work.

(The writer is programme
executive, Gandhi Smriti

and Darshan Sansthan,
views are personal)
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enunciate a new strategy of retali-
ation, threatening a severe response
to any attempt to destabilise the
order.
In this direction To counter the
increasing tentacles of Chinese
aggressiveness endangering India’s
Maritime Security through the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), deploy-
ment of Naval bases in the IOC
areas, Naval base in Djibouti, con-
struction of Gwadar Port to help
Pakistan, its policy of Strings of
Pearls through which China is
encircling India by enhancing strate-
gic partnerships with IOR countries
India has reached out to its neigh-
bouring countries such as Sri-
Lanka, Bangladesh, Maldives,
Seychelles and Mauritius and had a
defence strategy of developing
coastal Radar System between these
countries. Besides, it has already
started a Fusion system to provide
information related to the security
of the Indian Ocean Region. 
The recent procurement of an
India-Russia Joint Venture BrahMos
Supersonic Cruise Missile for the
Indian Navy and aero-engine for
MIG-29 Jets for the Indian Air Force
are major initiatives to enhance
India’s defence capabilities.
India has also developed a Necklace
of Diamonds Strategy and is estab-
lishing a Changi naval service Base
in Singapore, Chabahar Port in Iran,
and ports in Myanmar and Oman.
India is moving ahead with its Act
East Policy to enhance economic
and trade cooperation among East
Asian neighbours in addition to this
started with an extensive web of
ports and Coastal Surveillance
Radar (CSR) building systems.
India’s recent strategy has set out a
clear way forward by getting fully
involved in new techniques and
developing challenging strategies to
meet the needs of all the partners.
The issue that remains vital is to
bring so many neighbouring coun-
tries to a negotiating table to work
out a strategy for maritime securi-

ty and protecting economic inter-
ests.
The increasing support and agree-
ment about limiting climate change
issues and opening up gateways for
renewable energy and develop-
ment in technological know-how
along with channelising the sources
of power generation and creating a
mechanism to withstand any sud-
den threat posed by BRI (Belt and
Road Initiatives) augur well for
peace and prosperity of all the mem-
ber countries. There has always been
a series of extremely good relation-
ships between India and its neigh-
bouring countries about trade share
having crossed a decent landmark
during the last half a decade which
was way more than expected.
The recent efforts by India to pro-
tect IOA’s security through cooper-
ation with Mauritius would further
boost and cement their ties and cre-
ate a genuine environment for sta-
bilising economic growth, (along
with ensuring the free flow of
goods and services) strategic secu-
rity, prosperity, stability and com-
bating sudden challenges arising
due to climate change and maritime
and border threat. Further, the
panel discussion focusing on “The
Quad Squad: Power and Purpose of
the Polygon,” during early 2023 pro-
vided another step towards solving
the expansionist plans.
The member countries showed
their commitment to support Pacific
Island countries with regional insti-
tutions through cooperation in sev-
eral areas along with the terror such
as climate change, resilient infra-
structure, and maritime security to
strengthen the Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA). The role of
India’s leadership in finalising the
IORA in India-Pacific areas was
greatly appreciated and became
even more important due to its
impeccable reputation. Further
negotiation may lead to the creation
of a strategic mechanism to provide
a shield against maritime security,

piracy, drug trafficking, armed rob-
bery, terrorism, international crime,
smuggling and cyber threats
unleashed by any non-state actor as
well. This may also accelerate mar-
itime-friendly ties and bolster secu-
rity around the Indian Ocean and
Indo-Pacific areas which have late-
ly become areas of concern.
Hence, a collaborative partnership
among the nations around the
Indian Ocean Area through equity
and access to those who are in need
at the time of unprecedented crisis
may show the level of insight in
empowering and motivating people
across the board towards extending
a helping hand and saving lives.
Besides, the pursuit towards the pro-
motion of their well-being would
lead to tremendous effort towards
enhancement of the overall devel-
opment scenario in India and
neighbouring countries. The sum
and substance of the idea is to
ensure that the New structural
Thinking and orientation changes
through a fresh perspective and a
framework for key demands while
maintaining a synergy among var-
ious stakeholders to negotiate even
on the issues of different perspec-
tives. 
Since then, cooperation among
Quad Group countries has set a new
road map through diplomatic
endeavours towards building a new
apparatus for the management of
terrorism. Foreign relations are
operated through efficient diploma-
cy and diplomacy is all about the
right gestures cooperation and
coordination at times of crisis.
India is indeed a leading partner in
this regard. India is a mature
democracy and its leaders are capa-
ble of cashing in on any opportu-
nity and strategy that’s a combina-
tion of tactful strength and
resilience.

(The author, a recipient of the
Bharat Gaurav award, is a profes-

sor and an expert on strategic
affairs; views are personal)

The joint inauguration of India-
assisted projects such as an
airstrip, community develop-
ment projects and a jetty in the
Agalega island of Mauritius

shows the increasing concern over the need
to change the existing — and also evolve a
new — strategic approach to not only
enhance economic and commercial coop-
eration but also ensure strategic surveillance
and security of Indian Ocean Area. The vir-
tual Conference between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Mauritian PM
Pravind Jugnauth is a new cornerstone in
building up close cooperation through mul-
tiple projects such as the India-assisted
Aushadhi scheme (providing high-quality
medicines) commercial and economic
cooperation, humanitarian relief assis-
tance and joint patrolling. This also fulfils
the main thrust of the Indian Foreign Policy
principle: “Neighbourhood First Policy” and
Mauritius’s multiple needs in health, secu-
rity and economic areas. The Indo-
Mauritius coordination is a step forward to
add a new country to India’s new strategic
vision of SAGAR (Security and Growth for
All in Region) Besides, it also brings an
important fact to light that India and
Mauritius need to diversify their strategies
to counter the challenges both face from
Pakistan and China.
The war between Russia and Ukraine, the
spreading tentacles of transnational terror-
ism and the over-ambitious mission of
Chinese dominance across the globe have
created serious problems for international
security. While the world is still grappling
with the deadly spikes of war and terror, the
issue of sea security is taking the forefront
of global politics. The Leading Realist in IR
John Mearsheimer once conceded that
states always seek to maximise their power
and prowess to achieve security. Realism
also contends that states prioritise maintain-
ing their security and status quo power over
aggressive expansion, focusing on balanc-
ing against threats rather than seeking dom-
inance. It provides a theoretical rationale for
comprehending the complex rigmarole in
the fluid power equations and how the
changing dynamics of Asia particularly
around IOA shape India’s defence strategies.
There is an increasing tendency of actors
in International relations to cluster around
the powerful one in the system. China’s
expansionist mission has vindicated
Raymond Aron’s observation correctly.
Aron once conceded that “The two most
typical models are called multipolar and
bipolar: either the chief actors, whose
forces are not too unequal, are relatively
numerous, or, on the contrary, two actors
dominate their rivals to such a degree that
both become the centre of a coalition and
the secondary actors are obliged to situate
themselves about the two “blocs,” thus join-
ing one or another, unless they have the
opportunity to abstain. Intermediary mod-
els are possible, depending on the number
of chief actors and the degree of equality or
inequality of forces among the chief actors”.
These are changing times and many
changes have occurred in International rela-
tions recently. Sharing and working on a
common strategic vision and a combined
approach to ensure mutual economic pros-
perity and approaching through a multi-lay-
ered and multilateral strategy if the situa-
tion demands is going to dominate the
world order in the coming days. 
What is required is to develop a fresh per-
spective for a more mature reliance on inter-
national cooperation between nations to
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US soil being used for terrorist activities against
India: Community leaders tell DOJ and FBI
PTI nWASHINGTON

A group of eminent Indian
Americans in Silicon Valley has
held a special meeting with
senior officials of the
Department of Justice, FBI and
police and told that the US soil
is being used for terrorist activ-
ities against India.
The group held the meeting
with senior officials of the
Department of Justice, FBI and
local police this week on
increasing hate crimes against
Hindus in California.
During the meeting, Indian
Americans expressed their dis-
pleasure and dissatisfaction
that the law enforcement agen-
cies in the US have not been
able to take any action against
those who are espousing terror-
ism activities in India, accord-
ing to multiple persons present
in the meeting.
The meeting to address the
challenging issue of the rise in

hate crimes against Hindu and
Jain places of worship was held
at the initiative of community
leader Ajai Jain Bhutoria. It was
attended by about two dozen
eminent Indian Americans.
Vincent Plair and Harpreet
Singh Mokha from the
Department of Justice’s
Community Relations Service
along with FBI officials and
those from the police depart-
ments of San Francisco,
Milpitas, Freemont and
Newark attended the meeting.
The sudden increase in hate
crimes against Indian
Americans in general and the
Hindus in particular is causing
a lot of fear and anxiety in the
community, said the Indian
Americans after the meeting
which was closed to the press.
There is a fear in the commu-
nity right now. The Khalistan
people park trucks outside
schools, and Indian grocery
stores and intimidate young

Indian Americans.
Several community members
expressed their anger that the
law enforcement agencies have
not been able to take any
action against those people,
including those who tried to
burn the Indian consulate in
San Francisco, and are openly
threatening Indian diplomats
and giving open calls for terror-
ist incidents in India.
Some of the members present
in the meeting told PTI that
senior law enforcement officials
said that they were not aware
of the Khalistan movement in
the US and wanted the Indian
Americans to help them raise
awareness about these terror-
ist groups in the US. They also
said that they have not been
able to take action because of
a lack of resources and funds
and that they have other top
priorities.
This meeting was a crucial
moment as we united to con-

front the recent surge in hate
crimes targeting Hindu places
of worship. I brought together
Indian community leaders,
DOJ, FBI, and law enforcement
officials from Milpitas, SF,
Fremont, and Newark. In the
last four months, over 11 tem-
ples in the Bay Area alone have
been attacked, vandalised, and
defaced with hateful graffiti.
The fear in our community is
palpable, but our collective
resolve is stronger than ever,”
Bhutoria said.
“We delved into safeguarding
places of worship and tackling
hate crimes, notably those
involving Sikhs for Justice (SFJ)
Khalistani supporters targeting
Hindu Temples, displaying dis-
turbing banners in front of
schools and corporate estab-
lishments. In our discourse, we
explored the prospect of organ-
ising a Protecting all Places of
Worship Forum (PPOW) with
the DOJ,” said Sikh leader

Sukhi Chahal.
Chahal said he personally
underscored the significance of
addressing the provocative and
threatening video messages
from SFJ pro-Khalistan sepa-
ratist Gurpatwant Singh Pannu.
“I urged FBI and DOJ officials
to earnestly consider the poten-
tial repercussions of Mr
Pannu’s statements on peace,
harmony, and India-US rela-
tions. It is paramount that we
collectively work to mitigate the
impact of such hateful mes-
sages, which have the potential
to disturb societal tranquillity
and radicalise the youth,” he
said.
Following the meeting, it was
agreed that a working group
will be formed under the guid-
ance of the US Department of
Justice that will actively pursue
safety measures at places of
worship and systemic reporting
of any unwanted act.  
The working group would have

representations from various
sections of the Indian commu-
nity.
The community leaders
expressed concerns that the
police were not of much help
to them in either addressing
this increasing fear or stopping
terror activities from the US
against India.
When pressed on the issue of
Khalistan, the law enforce-
ment officials said that they
don’t understand the context
and they need to be educated
on this matter.
One of the Indian Americans
told the FBI that the Khalistan
leaders are openly threatening
to blow up Air India planes and
they openly carry messages
around targeting Hindus.
Another Indian American said
that the FBI is not contradict-
ing the claims by some of the
Khalistan leaders that the FBI
is supporting them, one of the
participants said. 

Hinduphobia on the
rise in the US, 
says Congressman 
PTI nWASHINGTON

The US of late has seen a rise
in Hinduphobia which needs to
be fought because there is no
place for hatred in this coun-
try, Indian-American
Congressman Shri Thanedar
has said, as he joined a group
of Hindu leaders and organisa-
tions seeking to fight this grow-
ing hate crime against the
community.
Representatives of various
Indian American groups met
on Wednesday at the US
Capitol during a meeting
organised by HinduAction.
“We see a lot of Hindu phobia.
We see California SB403 (the
bill banning caste discrimina-
tion), and that’s just the begin-
ning. The attacks on our tem-
ples and attacks on Hindus all
over the world. That is one of
the reasons why I decided to
form the Hindu Caucus,”
Thanedar said.
“For the first time in the United
States Congress, we have a
Hindu Caucus. Number of ini-
tiatives we are taking to ensure
that people have religious free-
dom to practice their religion
the way they want to and not
be, we need to fight this pho-
bia, bigotry, and hatred.
Because there should be no
place for hatred in America, no
place for hatred against people’s
religious rights. And so that’s
what we are focusing on in
Congress,” Thanedar, a
Democrat, said.
Suhag Shukla from the Hindu
American Foundation said that
college campuses in particular
are experiencing rampant anti-
Hindu bias and hate. She also
listed out some of the major
incidents of hate crime against
the Hindu community in the
US.
“Just in the past two years we’ve
seen a spike in anti-Hindu
incidents,” she said.
There’s unfamiliarity and there
is complacency amongst law
enforcement, she said.
“The perpetrators that have
been caught on video with all
the temple attacks that I’ve

mentioned, all of the street
attacks that I’ve mentioned, the
statements that are made dur-
ing the commission of the
attacks, the nature and content
of the graffiti all point to the
Khalistan movement,” she said.
“When there are people from
within the Sikh community
who are speaking out against
this movement, they’ve been
physically attacked,” Shukla
said.
Referring to SB403, she said
there is institutionalised dis-
crimination.
Silicon Valley-based entrepre-
neur Sunder Iyer, a victim of
targeted hate, told the partici-
pants that he learned that a civil
rights agency can racially pro-
file and violently stereotype
Indian Americans.
“I respectfully ask the members
of Congress to allocate a bud-
get within the Department of
Justice to investigate the
California Civil Rights
Department and for the greater
good of America. An agency
that does not represent the
truth harms all Americans.
Several of my colleagues at
Cisco and many other compa-
nies across California will be
willing to give testimony. They
must not live their lives in fear
and their voices must not be
suppressed,” Iyer said.
An increase in recent attacks on
the temples is emotionally very
disturbing to the executives of
the temple and community at
large, said Tejal Shah of the
Hindu Temple Empowerment
Council. 
Temple Priests face mental
anguish, shock and trauma, she
said. 
Observing that perpetrators
of many of those attacks have
not been found, Shah said in
one case the police resisted
registering a report. She list-
ed out attacks on some of the
temples. Later a joint decla-
ration by HinduAction and
Namaste-Shalom Multifaith
Alliance urged the Congress
to formally recognise rising
anti-Hindu hate through a
resolution.

PTI nMALE

Indian tourists, who used to
flock to the Maldives, are

now shunning the island nation
and its tourism industry is
already feeling the pinch of
declined revenue, prompting
calls for mending the fence with
New Delhi.
India has slipped to sixth posi-
tion in 2024 compared to being
a topper in visitor numbers in
2023, prompting voices from the
local tourism industry to flag the
danger for the tourism-depen-
dent economy of the archipelag-
ic country in the Indian Ocean.

A full-blown backlash was
directed at the Maldives follow-
ing derogatory remarks against
India and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on social media
by three Maldivian officials after
Modi posted photos and video
of the pristine Lakshadweep
Islands on India’s west coast on
January 6 on his X handle.
According to the Maldives
Tourism Ministry statistics, over
17 lakh tourists visited the island
nation in 2023, out of which
more than 2,09,198 visitors were
Indians followed by Russians
(2,09,146) and China (1,87,118).
The number of Indian visitors

was more than 2.4 lakh in 2022
while over 2.11 lakh Indians flew
to the Maldives in 2021. The
Maldives was also one of the few
countries open for internation-
al tourists during the pandem-
ic and nearly 63,000 Indians vis-
ited that country during that
period.
India occupied the sixth spot in
tourist arrivals in 2024, the
Ministry’s statistics showed,
compared to the consistent first
spot since 2020 with Indian
tourists visiting the island nation
even during the pandemic time.
Till about 10 days ago, the
Ministry data showed that

tourist arrivals from India as of
March 2 was 27,224, which is a
33 per cent decline compared to
last year when the correspond-
ing number stood at 41,224.
The local tourism industry is
worried about the development
and already flagged caution.
Explaining how India plays a
vital role in sustaining tourism-
related receipts to the state dur-
ing off-peak season, a news
portal Sun.mv said: “Indian
travellers have a counter-travel
pattern to European travellers;
meaning Indian visitors fre-
quent to the Maldives during hot
seasons, which coincides with a

drop in European market
arrivals. In other words, India is
the most significant ‘filler’ for the
Maldives tourism off-peak sea-
son.”
It further reported on Tuesday,
how, tourism industry experts
and analysts have highlighted
the adverse impacts of dwin-
dling Indian arrivals to the
Maldives, while some have fore-
cast estimated losses north of
USD 1.8 billion to USD 2 billion.
“Travel agencies and operators
relying on Indian arrivals report
a revenue decline of 80 per cent
— a dangerous prospect,” the
report said.

Quoting an official from ‘Let’s
Go Maldives’, a prominent trav-
el agency, the portal said, the
Indian traveller market con-
sists of multiple demographics
and segments from affluent to
budget travellers and India is a
large summer market.
“Without India, the occupancy
rate is impacted negatively. This
makes it a crucial market for us,”
the official added.
It is not just the Indian passport
holders that have boycotted the
Maldives but “the arrival of
affluent and wealthy Indian-ori-
gin travellers from other nations
as well has declined, which too

indicated the contribution of the
Indian market in Maldives
tourism, the news report said
quoting a prominent travel
agency, Travel Connection
Maldives’ CEO Mohamed
Mirshad.
Authorities are hoping that the
resumption of direct flights
between Hanimaadhoo
International Airport in
Maldives and
Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala
state of India would bring back
some more visitors from India.
“This is the most opportune
moment for the island nation to
mend fences with its ally. It is

also logical that the smaller
countries are in need of securi-
ty and safety ensured by their
larger allies. Any conduct to the
contrary would not result fortu-
itously for the Maldives, as evi-
dent with the current tourism
industry statistics and revenues,”
Sun.mv said. 
“Arrogance will not benefit
us, it would damage the sen-
sitive economy of the coun-
try even further. True wis-
dom lies in accepting one’s
own weaknesses  and
strengths, and the reality that
we live in to avoid any future
brunt,” it added.

Indian tourists shun Maldives; industry feels the pinch: Reports

Israel says it plans to direct
Palestinians out of Rafah
AP n TEL AVIV

The Israeli military said on
Wednesday it plans to

direct a significant portion of
the 1.4 million displaced
Palestinians living in the Gaza
Strip’s southernmost town of
Rafah toward “humanitarian
islands” in the centre of the ter-
ritory ahead of its planned
offensive in the area.
The fate of the people in Rafah
has been a major area of con-
cern of Israel’s allies — includ-
ing the United States — and
humanitarian groups, worried
an offensive in the region
densely crowded with so many
displaced people would be a
catastrophe. Rafah is also Gaza’s
main entry point for desperate-
ly needed aid.
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has said
a Rafah offensive is crucial to
achieve Israel’s stated aim of
destroying Hamas following
the militants’ October 7 attack
in which about 1,200 people,
mostly civilians, were killed and
around 250 taken hostage and
brought into Gaza.
Israel’s invasion of Gaza has
killed more than 31,000,
according to Gaza health offi-
cials, left much of the enclave
in ruins and displaced some 80
per cent of Gaza’s 2.3 million
people. Israel’s chief military
spokesman, Rear Adm. Daniel
Hagari, said moving those in

Rafah to the designated areas,
which he said would be done
in coordination with interna-
tional actors, was a key part of
the military’s preparations for
its anticipated invasion of
Rafah, where Israel says Hamas
maintains four battalions it
wants to destroy. Rafah has
swelled in size in the last
months as Palestinians in Gaza
have fled fighting in nearly
every other corner of the ter-
ritory. The town is covered in
tents.
“We need to make sure that 1.4
million people or at least a sig-
nificant amount of the 1.4 mil-
lion will move. Where? To
humanitarian islands that we
will create with the internation-
al community,” Hagari told
reporters at a briefing.
Hagari said those islands would
provide temporary housing,
food, water and other necessi-

ties to evacuated Palestinians.
He did not say when Rafah’s
evacuation would occur, nor
when the Rafah offensive
would begin, saying that Israel
wanted the timing to be right
operationally and to be coordi-
nated with neighbouring
Egypt, which has said it does
not want an influx of displaced
Palestinians crossing its border.
The US has been firm with
Israel over its concerns about
Rafah, and Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said on
Wednesday that Washington
had yet to receive from Israel its
plans for civilians there.
“We need to see a plan that will
get civilians out of harm’s way
if there’s a military operation in
Rafah,” he told reporters in
Washington after convening a
virtual ministerial meeting on
Gaza aid with officials from the
UN, the EU, Britain. Cyprus,

Qatar and the UAE. “We’ve not
yet seen such a plan.”
At the start of the war, Israel
directed evacuees to a slice of
undeveloped land along Gaza’s
Mediterranean coast that it
designated as a safe zone. But
aid groups said there were no
real plans in place to receive
large numbers of displaced
there. Israeli strikes also target-
ed the area. More than 31,270
Palestinians have been killed in
Gaza and most of its 2.3 mil-
lion people forced from their
homes, Gaza’s Health Ministry
says. The ministry doesn’t dif-
ferentiate between civilians and
combatants in its count, but
says women and children make
up two-thirds of the dead.
Israel blames the civilian death
toll on Hamas because the
militants fight in dense, resi-
dential areas. The military has
said it has killed 13,000 Hamas
fighters, without providing evi-
dence.
Meanwhile, fighting contin-
ued across Gaza. An Israeli
strike on Wednesday hit a food
distribution site in southern
Gaza run by UNRWA, the UN
agency that works with
Palestinian refugees, killing
one staff member from the
agency and wounding 22 oth-
ers. The death brings to 165 the
number of workers for the
agency killed during the past
five months of fighting, accord-
ing to UNRWA.

PPP wins four of the six 
seats in Senate bypoll
PTI n ISLAMABAD

The Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari-
led Pakistan Peoples Party

(PPP) got the lion’s share in the
Senate by-elections on Thursday
by winning four of the six seats
in the polls held to fill the
vacant seats in the upper house
of Parliament.
The polling for the six Senate
seats in the National Assembly,
Sindh and Balochistan provin-
cial assemblies began at 9 am
and ended at 4 pm. 
The seats had fallen vacant
when the senators were elected
as members of National or
provincial assemblies in the
general elections held on
February 8. Article 223 of the
Constitution bars dual member-
ship.  The National Assembly
lawmakers voted to elect one
senator while the members of
Balochistan and Sindh elected
three and two senators respec-
tively.
Former prime minister Yusuf

Raza Gilani, who was a joint
candidate of the newly-formed
eight-party ruling coalition, won
in the National Assembly,
polling 204 of the 301 votes cast,
while his rival Sunni Ittehad
Council’s Ilyas Mehrban got
only 88 votes. Nine votes were
rejected during the vote count.
Gilani is expected to become the
Senate Chairman of the ruling
coalition.

The PPP also won two seats
from Sindh for which polling
was held in the Sindh Assembly.
Jam Saifullah Khan Dharejo
and Muhammad Aslam Abro
were elected by obtaining 58 and
57 votes respectively.
Nazeerullah and Shazia Sohail of
the Sunni Ittehad Council got
four votes each. One vote was
rejected.

The total strength of the
Senate is 100, including 23
members each from the four
federating units, and four each
from the erstwhile tribal region
and Islamabad.

UK tightens definition of extremism to
counter right-wing, Islamist extremists
PTI n LONDON

The UK government on
Thursday issued a new

“more precise” definition of
extremism in response to
increased threats since the
October 2023 Hamas terror
attacks in Israel and to protect
liberal democratic principles
against extreme right-wing and
Islamist extremists.
Extremism in the UK is now
defined as the promotion or
advancement of an ideology
based on violence, hatred or
intolerance, that aims to: negate
or destroy the fundamental
rights and freedoms of others;
or undermine, overturn or
replace the UK’s system of lib-
eral parliamentary democracy
and democratic rights; or
intentionally create a permis-
sive environment for others to
achieve the results in the first
two categories. The previous
definition, introduced in 2011
under the government’s
Prevent strategy, defined
extremism as “vocal or active
opposition to fundamental
British values, including
democracy, the rule of law,
individual liberty and mutual
respect and tolerance of differ-
ent faiths and belief ”.
UK Levelling Up and
Communities Secretary
Michael Gove said the update
was needed to safeguard the
UK as a multi-national, multi-
ethnic, multi-faith democracy

“success story”, which is
stronger because of its diversi-
ty.
“But our democracy and our
values of inclusivity and toler-
ance are under challenge from
extremists. In order to protect
our democratic values, it is
important both to reinforce
what we have in common and
to be clear and precise in iden-
tifying the dangers posed by
extremism,” said Gove.
“The pervasiveness of extrem-
ist ideologies has become
increasingly clear in the after-
math of the 7 October (2023)
attacks and poses a real risk to
the security of our citizens
and our democracy. This is the
work of extreme right-wing
and Islamist extremists who are
seeking to separate Muslims
from the rest of society and cre-
ate division within Muslim
communities,” he said.
“They seek to radicalise indi-
viduals, deny people their full
rights, suppress freedom of
expression, incite hatred, and
undermine our democratic
institutions,” he added.
The minister said the new
measures will ensure that the
government does not inadver-
tently provide a platform to
those setting out to subvert
democracy and deny other
people’s fundamental rights.
He also indicated it marks the
first in a series of measures to
tackle extremism and protect
British democracy. 

The new definition is not statu-
tory, does not create new pow-
ers and has no effect on the
existing criminal law of the
country, but instead applies to
the operations of the govern-
ment itself. It will be used by
ministerial departments and
officials alongside a set of
engagement principles to
ensure they are not “inadver-
tently” funding or legitimising
groups or individuals who
attempt to advance extremist
ideologies.
Since the October 2023 Hamas
terror attacks in Israel, the
government said concerns have
been raised about the “wide-
ranging risk of radicalisation”. 
The Community Security Trust
recorded 4,103 antisemitic inci-
dents in the UK since the
attacks in 2023, an increase of
147 per cent compared to 2022,
and Tell MAMA (Measuring
Anti-Muslim Attacks) record-
ed a 335 per cent increase in
anti-Muslim hate cases in the
last four months. 
As indicated by Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak in Parliament on
Wednesday, the aim is to
ensure the government has the
tools it needs to effectively
counter extremism. A new
counter-extremism centre of
excellence has been established
in the Department for Levelling
Up, Housing and Communities
to provide leadership for the
cross-government counter-
extremism community, ensure

consistent application of the
definition and engagement
standards, and take the lead on
producing strategic assess-
ments of extremism.
The government said the new
unit will draw on the expertise
of the Commission for
Countering Extremism as well
as counter extremism policy
fellows to ensure the “very
best academic insight” in shap-
ing the anti-extremism
approach.  
The new definition, which
draws on independent
reviews, clarifies extremism
involves advancing or pro-
moting an ideology based on
violence, hatred or intoler-
ance, a high bar that only
captures the most concerning
of activities. It is not about
silencing those with private
and peaceful beliefs and will
it affect free speech, which
will always be protected, the
government reiterated.
“The threat to Britain from
extremists includes those who
may not use violence directly
yet target our core values, so it
is welcome that this updated
definition includes those who
seek to undermine or replace
liberal democracy. Greater clar-
ity in defining extremism can
underpin a concerted approach
across civil society to protect
our country,” said Lord John
Walney, UK’s Independent
Adviser on Political Violence
and Disruption.

Zardari assures Xi of closer ties
PTI n ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s newly-elected
President Asif Ali Zardari

on Thursday promised his
Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping
that he would work closely with
him to deepen the all-weather
strategic partnership with
Beijing and in the development
of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).
Zardari, the husband of late
Pakistan Prime Minister,
Benazir Bhutto was elected as
the 14th President of Pakistan
on Saturday, becoming the
only civilian president of the
coup-prone country for a sec-
ond time.
Responding to Xi’s congratula-
tory message to him on his re-
election as the President of
Pakistan, Zardari said, “Our
solid friendship serves as an
anchor for regional peace, sta-
bility and development.”
He emphasised that Pakistan
and China shared a unique
bond forged in the crucible of
history and nurtured by mutu-
al respect, understanding, and

common views on all global
issues. Zardari expressed his
commitment to “working
closely with the Chinese
President to deepen practical
cooperation, strengthen the
all-weather partnership, and
foster a shared community for
the benefit of the two coun-
tries.” “Pakistan and China
were not merely neighbours,
but iron-clad brothers fully
committed to the success of our
All-Weather Strategic
Cooperative Partnership.”
Zardari noted with satisfaction
that Pakistan and China had
made significant progress in
the diverse fields of bilateral
cooperation, particularly in
developing the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).
He said President Xi’s support
would remain instrumental in
achieving the CPEC’s contin-
ued development and meeting
the two peoples’ shared objec-
tives of progress and prosper-
ity.
In his message to Zardari on
Sunday, soon after his re-elec-
tion, Xi said “China and

Pakistan are good neighbours,
good friends, good partners
and good brothers, adding that
the two countries’ iron-clad
friendship is a choice of histo-
ry and a precious treasure of
the two peoples.”
President Xi said that “the two
countries have in recent years
maintained close high-level
exchanges, supported each
other on issues concerning
their respective core interests
and major concerns, achieved
fruitful results in the construc-
tion of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
and maintained a high level of
development of bilateral rela-
tions.”
The USD 60 billion CPEC is a
3,000-km Chinese infrastruc-
ture network project under
construction in Pakistan. It
connects strategic Gwadar Port
in Pakistan’s Balochistan with
China’s Xinjiang province, giv-
ing Beijing an opening to the
Arabian Sea. 
India is opposed to the CPEC
as it is being laid through
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. 

Arrest warrants of
Nawaz Sharif’s 
sons cancelled
PTI n ISLAMABAD

In a major relief to ex-Pakistan
prime minister Nawaz Sharif ’s

family, an anti-corruption court
on Thursday cancelled the per-
manent arrest warrants against
his two sons, who recently
returned from the UK after a
seven-year self-imposed exile.
Hassan Nawaz and Hussain
Nawaz left the country in 2018
after they were named in the
2016 Panama Papers scandal.
They faced charges in cases relat-
ed to the Panama Papers but
never appeared before the courts,
which declared them absconders.
The brothers returned to Pakistan
on Tuesday after an Islamabad
anti-corruption court suspended
the perpetual arrest warrants
against the two until Thursday,
clearing the last hurdle for their
safe return to the country.
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Report claims Yemen’s Houthis
have a hypersonic missile
AP n DUBAI

Yemen’s Houthi rebels claim to have a
new, hypersonic missile in their arse-

nal, Russia’s state media reported on
Thursday, potentially raising the stakes in
their ongoing attacks on shipping in the
Red Sea and surrounding waterways
against the backdrop of Israel’s war on
Hamas in the Gaza Strip.
The report by the state-run RIA Novosti
news agency cited an unnamed official but
provided no evidence for the claim. It
comes as Moscow maintains an aggressive-
ly counter-Western foreign policy amid its
grinding war on Ukraine. However, the
Houthis have for weeks hinted about “sur-
prises” they plan for the battles at sea to
counter the United States and its allies,
which have so far been able to down any
missile or bomb-carrying drone that
comes near their warships in Mideast
waters. The Houthis’ main benefactor, Iran,
claims to have a hypersonic missile and has
widely armed the rebels with the missiles
they now use. Adding a hypersonic mis-
sile to their arsenal could pose a more-for-

midable challenge to the air defense sys-
tems employed by America and its allies,
including Israel. “The group’s missile
forces have successfully tested a missile that
is capable of reaching speeds of up to Mach
8 and runs on solid fuel,” a military offi-
cial close to the Houthis said, according to
the RIA report. The Houthis “intend to
begin manufacturing it for use during
attacks in the Red Sea and the Gulf of
Aden, as well as against targets in Israel.”
Mach 8 is eight times the speed of sound.
Russia has maintained close ties with Iran,
relying on Iranian bomb-carrying drones
to target Ukraine. Russian state media, par-
ticularly its Arabic-language services,
have closely reported on Yemen’s yearslong

civil war that pits the Iran-backed
Houthis against forces of the interna-
tionally backed Yemeni government,
supported by a Saudi-led coalition.
Hypersonic weapons, which fly at
speeds higher than Mach 5, could pose
crucial challenges to missile defence
systems because of their speed and
maneuverability.
The danger from a hypersonic missile

depends on how maneuverable it is.
Ballistic missiles fly on a trajectory in
which anti-missile systems like the US-
made Patriot can anticipate their path and
intercept them. The more irregular the
missile’s flight path, such as a hypersonic
missile with the ability to change direc-
tions, the more difficult it becomes to inter-
cept. China is believed to be pursuing the
weapons, as is America. Russia claims it
has already used them on the battlefield
in Ukraine. However, speed and maneu-
verability isn’t a guarantee the missile will
successfully strike a target. Ukraine’s air
force in May said it shot down a Russian
hypersonic Kinzhal missile with a Patriot
battery.

Seven more Nepalese citizens
serving Russian Army killed
PTI n KATHMANDU

Seven more Nepalese citizens
serving the Russian Army in
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war have died in the last week,
taking the total number of
deaths to 19, the foreign min-
istry said on Thursday.
Nepal’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs latest update on the toll
came two days after Deputy
Prime Minister Kaji Shrestha
asked Russia to share a list of
Nepalese citizens serving the
Russian Army in the ongoing
Russian-Ukraine war but
stressed that complications
remained in bringing them
back from the war zone.
He also met the Russian
Ambassador to Nepal Aleksei

Novikov on Tuesday over the
matter when the latter called on
him.
In a statement issued on
Thursday, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs confirmed the
deaths of seven more Nepali
nationals who were fighting
from the Russian side in the
Russia-Ukraine war.
“With the deaths of 7 more
Nepalese citizens with the
Russian Army, the total num-
ber of such cases have touched
19,” said the statement.
The ministry said that the
deaths of Nepali nationals in
the Russian Army come even as
the Nepal government has
banned the recruitment of
Nepali nationals in foreign
armies except for those coun-

tries with whom Nepal has
signed a traditional agreement.
The ministry has extended
heartfelt condolences to the
families of those killed in
Ukraine.
The ministry said it has once
again requested the Russian
government to provide com-
pensation to the kin of
deceased soldiers, to provide
treatment to those injured in
the war and to repatriate those
recruited illegally into the
Russian Army.
Nepal government has placed
top priority on the works relat-
ing to repatriating those
Nepalese nationals who have
been recruited into the Russian
Army, the ministry said.
Hundreds of Nepali citizens are

reported fighting for the
Russians against Ukraine. A
small number of Nepali citizens
are serving in the Ukrainian
Army too, but both conflicting
nations have not shared the
details with the government of
Nepal.
On March 7, Shrestha held a
telephone conversation with
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov and raised the
concerns of the Nepali side.
Shrestha also reportedly said
that he wants to visit Russia and
take stock of the condition of
the Nepali nationals in Russia.
He said he is keen to know how
Nepali nationals were duped
and brought to Russia and talk
to Russian officials to resolve
the issue.

Total number of deaths 19, says Nepal’s foreign ministry

Rare protest by Chinese official 
media against police crackdown
PTI n BEIJING

In a rare show of defiance, Chinese media on
Thursday protested against the attempts by

police to block the coverage of a suspected gas
leak explosion at an eatery in the country’s
north, which killed seven people and injured
27 others.
The blast that rocked a fried chicken shop in
Yanjiao township in the city of Sanhe, near
Beijing, on Wednesday is suspected to have
been caused by a gas leak.
As Chinese official media and foreign journal-
ists rushed to cover the explosion, which killed
two people and injured 27 others, they were
forcibly prevented by local authorities from the
scene, raising a rare controversy over the coun-
try’s press restrictions.
A journalist with state broadcaster CCTV was
interrupted while reporting live from the scene
of the blast.  The journalist was seen surround-
ed by several uniformed police officers who
blocked the camera and shouted about the
potential danger at the scene, according to a
video that circulated online.
The video of the report was no longer avail-
able on CCTV’s website as of Thursday, the
Hong Kong-based South China Morning Post
newspaper reported.
In another video, reporters were seen sur-
rounded by a group of uniformed police offi-
cers asking them to leave the scene.
A reporter with state-run China Media Group
— of which CCTV is a division — was heard
saying, “We three reporters are shoved by a
dozen people”.
The state-run All China Journalists Association
objected to the official crackdown, saying that
officials should not “simply and brutally
obstruct journalists in the normal performance
of their duties for the sake of controlling pub-
lic opinion”. The association urged officials to
make it easier for media to conduct on-site

interviews when reporting emergencies.
The police crackdown against media was seen
as an attempt by the local officials to downplay
the coverage, fearing reprisals as last month,
Chinese President Xi Jinping ordered steps to
curb occurrences of recurring incidents of
building fires due to various causes and protect
people’s lives and property and social stability.
As the videos of media protests went viral on the
Chinese social media platform Weibo, akin to X,
local authorities on Thursday issued a statement
saying they were “deeply remorseful” and apol-
ogised to the journalists, the Post report said.
The media protest against the official crackdown
also figured in the Chinese foreign ministry brief-
ing, as many foreign journalists were reported-
ly prevented from covering the evening.
When questioned on restrictions imposed on
journalists, Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Wang Wenbin said local officials have issued a
statement on the incident.
China welcomes foreign journalists conducting
reporting activities under the law and is willing
to facilitate if the media faces any problems, Wang
said. Fire and gas explosions have been taking
place almost every month, prompting President
Xi to order the concerned agencies to take pre-
emptive measures.
Fifteen people were killed and 44 others injured
in a building fire in Nanning city in China last
month, while 39 were killed and nine others
injured in a building fire that broke out in Xinyu
city in east China’s Jiangxi Province on January
24.
Fatal fires in China are not uncommon due to
lax enforcement of building and safety standards.

Denmark plans to
expand military
draft to women
AP n COPENHAGEN (DENMARK)

Denmark wants to increase
the number of young peo-

ple doing military service by
extending conscription to
women and increasing the time
of service from 4 months to 11
months for both genders,
Danish Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen said on
Wednesday. “We do not rearm
because we want war. We are
rearming because we want to
avoid it,” Frederiksen told a
press conference. She said the
government wants ”full equal-
ity between the sexes”.
Denmark currently has up to
9,000 professional troops on
top of the 4,700 conscripts
undergoing basic training,
according to official figures.
The government wants to
increase the number of con-
scripts by 300 to reach a total
of 5,000.
The country is a member of the
NATO alliance and a staunch
supporter of Ukraine in its war
against Russia’s invasion.
Foreign Minister Lars Lokke
Rasmussen stressed that
“Russia does not pose a threat

to Denmark”.
“But we will not bring ourselves
to a place where they could
come to do that,” Lokke
Rasmussen said.
All physically fit men over the
age of 18 are called up for mil-
itary service, which lasts rough-
ly four months. However,
because there are enough vol-
unteers, there is a lottery sys-
tem, meaning not all young
men serve. In 2023, there were
4,717 conscripts in Denmark.
Women who volunteered for
military service accounted for
25.1 per cent of the cohort,
according to official figures.
Defence Minister Troels Lund
Poulsen said the new system
would require a change in the
law, which he said will happen
in 2025 and take effect in 2026.
The security policy situation in
Europe “has become more and
more serious, and we have to
take that into account when we
look at future defence”, Lund
Poulsen said. “A broader basis
for recruiting that includes all
genders is needed,” he said,
adding it will create “a more
versatile and more complete
defence”.

50 migrants feared dead
in Mediterranean Sea
AP nMILAN

Survivors rescued from a
deflating rubber dinghy in

the central Mediterranean Sea
have reported that some 50
people who departed Libya
with them a week ago perished
during the journey, the human-
itarian rescue group SOS
Mediterranee said Thursday.
The European charity’s ship
Ocean Viking spotted the
dinghy with 25 people on
board Wednesday. 
Two were unconscious, and
were evacuated by the Italian
military for treatment. The
other 23 were in serious con-
dition, exhausted, dehydrated

and with burns from fuel on
board the boat. 
SOS Mediterranee spokesman
Francesco Creazzo said that the
survivors were all male, 12 of
them minors with two of those
not yet teenagers. They were
from Senegal, Mali and The
Gambia.
Creazzo said the survivors
were traumatised and unable to
give full accounts of what had
transpired during the voyage.
Humanitarian organisations
often rely on accounts of sur-
vivors when pulling together
the numbers of dead and miss-
ing at sea, presumed to have
died. 
The UN International

Organisation for Migration
says 227 people have died
along the perilous central
Mediterranean route this year
through March 11, not count-
ing the new reported missing
and presumed dead. 
That’s out of a total 279
deaths in the Mediterranean
since January 1. A total of
19,562 people arrived in Italy
using that route in the peri-
od. The survivors said the
boat departed Zawiya, Libya
with 75 people on board,
including some women and
at least one small child. The
motor broke sometime after
departure, and they had been
adrift.

Denying same-sex marriage is
unconstitutional: Japanese HC
AP n TOKYO

AJapanese high court ruled
Thursday that denying

same-sex marriage is unconsti-
tutional and called for urgent
government action to address
the lack of any law allowing for
such unions.
The court does not have the
power to overturn the current
marriage law, which has been
interpreted to restrict mar-
riage as between a man and a
woman. Government offices

may continue to deny marriage
status to same-sex couples
unless the existing law is
revised to include LGBTQ+
couples, or a new law is enact-
ed that allows for other types of
unions. The Sapporo High
Court ruling said that not
allowing same-sex couples to
marry and enjoy the same
benefits as straight couples
violates their fundamental right
to have a family.
A lower court issued a similar
ruling earlier Thursday, becom-

ing the sixth district court to do
so. But the Tokyo District
Court ruling was only a partial
victory for Japan’s LGBTQ+
community calling for equal
marriage rights, as it doesn’t
change or overturn the current
civil union law that describes
marriage as between a man and
a woman.
Five previous court decisions in
various districts said Japan’s
policy of denying same-sex
marriage is either unconstitu-
tional or nearly so. 

Four, including three Indians, arrested
trying to enter US illegally from Canada
PTI nWASHINGTON

Three Indian nationals are
among four people arrested

in Upstate New York after they
jumped off a moving freight
train coming from Canada in
their bid to enter the US illegal-
ly. US Border Patrol agents
arrested the four, including a
woman, on March 12. The inves-
tigation concluded that all four
people were undocumented
non-citizens. Border Patrol

agents assigned to the Buffalo
Station spotted four people
jumping off a moving freight
train on the International
Railroad Bridge in the city of
Buffalo. The men left the woman
who became immobile due to an
injury and were caught shortly
after a foot pursuit. The injured
woman received first aid from
Erie County Sheriff ’s deputies
and U.S. Customs and Border
Protection officers (CBP). After
treatment, the woman was trans-

ported by ambulance to a local
medical centre. Border Patrol
agents were able to identify that
the woman and two men were
from India and the third man
was from the Dominican
Republic. The three men are
being processed for removal
and detained in Batavia Federal
Detention Facility awaiting a
deportation hearing for charges
under Sections 212 and 237 of
the Immigration and Nationality
Act, a media release said.

NKorea’s Kim test drives new tank,
orders troops to prepare for war
AP n SEOUL

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un joined troops

training on a new tank model
and drove one himself, state
media reported on Thursday,
as his rivals South Korea and
the US wrapped up their
annual military exercises.
It’s the third time Kim was
reported to have observed
military exercises since the
start of the 11-day South
Korean-US drills, which he
views as rehearsals for an
invasion. That’s a less provoca-
tive option than missile tests.
North Korea has intensified
launches since 2022 and
ramped up belligerent rhetoric
this year.
At the tank drills Wednesday,
Kim praised the country’s lat-
est tank as “the world’s most
powerful” and told his troops
to bolster their “fighting spir-
its” and complete “prepara-
tions for war,” according to the
official Korean Central News

Agency. The other two drills he
inspected recently were dedi-
cated to artillery firing and
maneuvering exercises. 
The tank was first unveiled
during a military parade in
2020, and its rolling during
Wednesday’s drill indicates
that it’s ready to be deployed,
South Korean experts say.
Photos of the tank released by
North Korea shows it has a
launch tube for missiles, a
weapons systems the former
Soviet Union already operat-
ed in the 1970s. The new tank
could pose a threat to South
Korea, said Yang Uk, an ana-
lyst at Asan Institute for Policy
Studies, but it remains to be
seen whether it can be mass
produced.  The North’s
Defense Ministry last week
threatened “responsible mili-
tary activities” in reaction to
the South Korea-US military
drills, which involved a com-
puter-simulated command
post training and 48 kinds of
field exercises, twice the num-

ber conducted last spring. 
The US and South Korea have
been expanding their training
exercises in a tit-for-tat
response to the North’s
weapons testing spree.
Concerns about North Korea’s
military preparations have
deepened since Kim vowed in
a speech in January to rewrite
the constitution to eliminate
the country’s long-standing
goal to seek peaceful unifica-
tion of the Korean Peninsula
and cement South Korea as its
“invariable principal enemy.” 
He said the new constitution
must specify North Korea
would annex and subjugate the
South if another war breaks
out. Kim’s moves signal “North
Korea’s fundamental change
on its South Korea policy,
beyond just rhetoric,” as the
North’s previous push for inter-
Korean unity had allowed it to
make a steadfast call for the
removal of US troops in South
Korea, a senior South Korean
presidential official said.
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Benchmark Sensex
rebounded 335 points
and Nifty closed above

the 22,100 level on Thursday
on the back of buying in IT
shares and metal shares as
broader markets recovered
from previous day’s sharp
losses.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 335.39 points or 0.46
per cent to settle at 73,097.28.
During the day, it jumped
602.41 points or 0.82 per cent
to 73,364.30.
The NSE Nifty gained 148.95
points or 0.68 per cent to
22,146.65.
From the Sensex pack, HCL
Technologies, Infosys, Wipro,
Bharti Airtel, Larsen &
Toubro, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Tata Consultancy

Services and Asian Paints
were the major gainers.
Axis Bank, IndusInd Bank,
Bajaj Finance, JSW Steel, State
Bank of India and Tata Steel
were among the major
laggards.
The broader markets also
staged a smart recovery, with
the BSE Smallcap gauge
jumping 3.11 per cent and
midcap index climbing 2.28
per cent.
Wholesale inflation rate
declined marginally to 0.2 per
cent in February compared to
0.27 per cent in the preceding
month despite a slight uptick
in the food basket.
“The market was able to
recover half of last trading
day’s sell-off as leverage based
square-off neutralised it,
while institutional buying
sustained the buoyancy.

“Domestic economic data
Wholesale Price Inflation
(WPI) eased to four-month
low at 0.2% YoY in February,
bringing ease to upcoming
CPI trajectory, a relief for

future rate cuts. The broader
market is outperforming the
headline indices, taking
advantage of mid and
smallcap as a bargaining
strategy,” said Vinod Nair,

Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services.
Fitch Ratings raised India’s
economic growth forecast to 7
per cent for the next fiscal
year on the back of strong

domestic demand and
sustained level of business
and consumer confidence.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
equities worth Rs 4,595.06
crore on Wednesday,
according to exchange data.
In Asian markets, Seoul and
Tokyo settled in the green
while Shanghai and Hong
Kong ended lower.
European markets were
trading mostly in the green.
The US markets ended on a
mixed note on Wednesday.
The BSE benchmark index
tanked 906.07 points, or 1.23
per cent, to settle at 72,761.89
on Wednesday. The Nifty
plummeted 338 points, or
1.51 per cent, to 21,997.70.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.76 per cent
to USD 84.67 a barrel.
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State-owned NTPC on
Thursday said its

electricity generation has
crossed 400 billion units (BU)
this fiscal year.
In FY23, the company had
generated 399.3 BU, a
company statement said.
According to the statement,
till March 13 of FY24, NTPC
coal stations recorded a plant
loading factor (PLF or
capacity utilisation) of 77.06
per cent.
During the fiscal year, the
company recorded the
highest ever single-day
generation of 1,428 MU
(million units) on September
1, 2023.
NTPC has an installed
capacity of 75.4 GW, while 18
GW capacity including 5 GW
renewables is under
construction.
The company is committed to

achieving 60 GW of
renewable energy capacity by
2032.
NTPC has also ventured into
various new business areas
including e-mobility, waste-
to-energy, green hydrogen
solutions and participated in
the bidding for power
distribution of Union
Territories.
It is India’s largest integrated
power utility, contributing
1/4th of the power
requirement of the country.
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Standing on the land
reclaimed from sea for

more than five decades now,
Air India building in the
country’s commercial capital
in the 1970s had people
queuing up just to have the
experience of using an
elevator.
Designed by New York-based
architect John Burgee
matching the aspirations of J
R D Tata, the 23-storey
building was among the first
in those days to have
elevators, neon signage on top
and two levels of basement
parking to name a few
facilities.
The building had “numerous
firsts” is how a retired senior
official of erstwhile Air India
put it on Thursday as he
recalled his more than two
decade-long stint there.
And the neon signage on top
of the building that displayed
Centaur, the logo of Air India
which was later replaced after
the merger of Indian Airlines,

was also a key attraction in
the 1970s as not many
structures boasted of such an
element.
The building, constructed on
the state government’s land, is
among the many commercial
high-rises to come up on the
Southern tip of the land
reclaimed from sea that was
developed as the city’s
business district Nariman
Point.
With its central location, the
iconic building, which
completed 50 years in June
2020, also provides an
expansive view of the Marine
Drive from Nariman Point up
to Malabar Hill.
On Thursday, the central
government announced
approving the transfer of the
Air India building in Mumbai
to the Maharashtra
government for a
consideration of Rs 1,601
crore.
Former executive director of
erstwhile Air India Jitender
Bhargava, who had worked
out of the building for over 20

years, on Thursday told PTI
that the building had
“numerous firsts” and added
that the board room was on
the 23rd floor.
Centralised air conditioning
facilities and elevators with
piped music were among the
other attractions.
When Burgee designed the
building, it was one of its kind
at that time in 1970.
Bhargava, whose office was
on the 20th floor of the
building during the period
from 1989 to 2010, said that
when the building was
opened, people used to come
to have the experience of
taking the elevator from the
ground floor to the first floor,
which housed the airline’s
booking office at that time.
There is also an auditorium
and cafeteria, among other
facilities at the building,
where around eight floors
were occupied by Air India,
he recalled.
During the Gulf boom in the
80s, job seekers used to flock
to the Air India booking

counter. As many as 400
people would be visiting the
place to book flight tickets to
various Gulf countries, a
retired airline official told
PTI.
According to Godrej archives,
the Air India building was
among the first few high-rises
to be constructed on the new
stretch of the reclaimed land.
The building had its share of
cinematic moments as many
Bollywood movies have
featured it in various scenes.

During its more than five-
decade-long existence, the
building, also earthquake-
resistant, was rocked by a
bomb blast in 1993.
The iconic building in many
aspects also reflects the
development journey of
Mumbai and even as a link
between the past and the
present.
In its archive Volume 2, Issue
1 dated April-May 2014,
Godrej said that back in the
1920s, when the post-war

boom put great stress on land,
the Development Directorate
proposed the Backbay
Reclamation Scheme.
“The pier at the southern end
of Block II, near Colaba, was
completed in 1960 and
named Nariman Point, after
the firebrand Khursheed
Framji Nariman, a whistle-
blower who brought to light
financial misappropriation by
the British Government,” it
added.
It also said that a construction
boom in the following decade
saw this region spurting many
commercial high-rises. Some
of the first few high-rises to
be constructed on this new
stretch of land were the
headquarters of Air India and
Indian Express.
“Interestingly, Godrej
fabrications can be found on
both these buildings. While
1,502 windows were supplied
and fitted in the Air India
building, at the Express
Towers, false ceilings with
trapezoid perforations made
possible by the skills of the

Panchals were installed, along
with aluminium frame,” as
per the archive.
While Tata Group took over
Air India in January 2022, the
airline’s non-core assets,
including land and buildings,
were transferred to AI Assets
Holding Company Ltd
(AIAHL). The non-core
assets valued at Rs 14,718
crore were transferred to
AIAHL after it was set up in
2019 by the government as a
precursor to the sale of Air
India for holding the debt and
non-core assets of the then
national carrier.
“GoI has approved transfer of
Air India building, Mumbai
of AI Assets Holding
Company Ltd (AIAHL) to
Government of Maharashtra
(GoM) at consideration of Rs
1,601 cr. GoM has agreed to
waive dues of Rs 298.42 cr,
which would have been
otherwise payable by AIAHL
to GoM for this transaction,”
DIPAM Secretary Tuhin
Kanta Pandey said in a post
on X.
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Cyber attacks and data
breaches are the top

business risks for
organisations in India,
according to the 2023 Global
Risk Management Survey.
Cyber attacks and data
breaches were placed seventh
in the 2021 business risks
survey.
Global professional services
firm Aon collected inputs
from around 3,000 risk
managers, c-suite leaders,
treasurers, talent
professionals, and other
executives from 61 countries
and territories to identify the
most pressing business
challenges. 
The biennial survey said that
India’s dependency on
technology is likely to
increase with the widespread
adoption of digital
infrastructure like the Unified
Payments Interface, Aadhaar,
and Open Network for Digital
Commerce.

“With increasing digitisation,
cybercrimes continue to
become rampant with costs
and complexities associated
with such breaches forcing
organisations to look at risk
mitigation and transfer
mechanisms to better manage
cyber risks,” the survey noted.
Business interruption and
failure to attract or retain top
talent were marked as the
second and third biggest risks
facing organisations in India,
respectively.
“There is a compelling need

for Indian businesses to
leverage advanced data
analytics and experts to
understand and manage the
dynamics of integrated risks,”
said Nitin Sethi, Chief
Executive Officer of Talent
Solutions in India at Aon.
Failure to meet customer
needs, rapidly changing
market trends, supply chain
disruptions, and personal
liabilities were marked down
the list as other critical
challenges for businesses in
India.
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Wholesale inflation
rate declined

marginally to 0.2 per cent
in February compared to
0.27 per cent in the
preceding month despite a
slight uptick in the food
basket.
The Wholesale Price Index
(WPI)-based inflation was
in the negative zone from
April to October and had
turned positive in
November at 0.26 per cent.
The inflation in February
2023 was 3.85 per cent.
“The annual rate of
inflation based on all India
WPI number is 0.20 per
cent (provisional) for the
month of February 2024
(over February 2023),” the
commerce and industry
ministry said in a
statement on Wednesday.
Food inflation moved up
marginally to 6.95 per cent
in February from 6.85 per
cent in January, data
showed. 
Inflation in vegetables was
19.78 per cent, up from
19.71 in January.
The WPI inflation in pulses
was at 18.48 per cent in
February compared to
16.06 in January.

The data showed that
inflation in the “fuel and
power” segment
contracted further by 1.59
per cent in February
against a deflation of 0.51
per cent in January.
The prices of
manufactured products,
too, declined 1.27 per cent
compared to 1.13 per cent
in January. While WPI is a
key macro data suggesting
the price producers get in
the wholesale market, the
inflation measured by
movement in Consumer
Price Index (CPI) reflects
retail prices and forms the
basis for the Reserve Bank
of India’s (RBI) monetary
policy actions.
Earlier in the week, the
government had released
CPI data, which showed
that retail inflation in
February stood at 5.09 per
cent and remained within
the RBI’s comfort zone of 6
per cent for the sixth
month in a row.
The February, WPI print,
too, was almost
unchanged compared to
the January number of 5.1
per cent, though the data
showed prices of certain
items in the food basket
had firmed up.
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The rupee depreciated 1
paisa to settle at 82.82

(provisional) against the US
dollar on Thursday amid a
strong greenback against
major rivals overseas and
rising crude oil prices.
However, a firm trend in
domestic equity markets
supported the local currency
and restricted the fall, forex
traders said.  
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened slightly weak at
82.84 and witnessed an intra-
day low of 82.89 and a high of
82.82 against the greenback
during the session.
The local unit finally settled
at 82.82 (provisional) against
the dollar, registering a loss of
just 1 paisa from its previous
close. 
On Wednesday, the rupee
declined 1 paisa to settle at
82.81 against the US dollar.
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Gold prices rose Rs 250 to Rs 66,200 per 10
grams in the national capital on Thursday

amid a rally in precious metal prices in the
global markets, according to HDFC Securities.
The yellow metal had settled at Rs 65,950 per
10 grams in the previous close.
Silver also surged Rs 1,700 to Rs 77,000 per kg.
In the previous trade, it had ended at Rs 75,300
per kg.
“Spot gold prices (24 carats) in the Delhi
markets are trading at Rs 66,200 per 10 grams,
up by Rs 250 from the previous close,” Saumil
Gandhi, senior analyst of commodities at
HDFC Securities, said.
In the international markets, spot gold at
Comex was trading at USD 2,169 per ounce,
up by USD 9 from the previous close.
Gold prices recovered from a recent low and
moved higher during the European trading
session on Thursday due to a pullback in the
US dollar and safe-haven buying, Gandhi
added.
Silver also quoted higher at USD 24.92 per
ounce, and it had settled at USD 24.22 per
ounce in the previous trade. 
“Investors look forward to today’s US data,
such as the Producer Price Index (PPI), weekly

job data, and retail sales, to gauge the direction
of precious metal prices,” Praveen Singh,
Associate VP of Fundamental Currencies and
Commodities at Sharekhan by BNP Paribas,
said.
Investors closely monitor these indicators for
further insights into the health of the economy
and potential shifts in the US monetary policy,
which can affect the demand for safe-haven
assets like precious metals.
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Routes 2 Roots (R2R), a
Delhi-based non-profit

NGO with a global reach, is
launching its Initial Public
Offering (IPO) on the NSE’s
Social Stock Exchange.
This will be an important
entry in the newly created
Social Stock Exchange (SSE)
where Zero Coupon Zero
Principal (ZCZP)
instruments, have been
introduced for Non-Profit
Organizations (NPO’s).
As part of its commitment to

social impact, Routes 2 Roots
extends an invitation to
investors to participate in this
unique IPO. 
The primary objective of this
offering is to aid the recovery
of two critical Border States,
Himachal Pradesh, and
Uttarakhand, which have
recently faced the brunt of
floods and landslides.
The funds raised will be
utilized to install smart
panels, NGO’s cultural digital
interactive program and K12
educational e-books, in
hundred schools across these
states, in all the 25 districts.
This will benefit lakhs of
students in getting quality
educational tools at par with
any other public school.
With an initial issue size of Rs.
One crore, the IPO invites a
minimum subscription of Rs.
Two lakhs (and then in
multiples of Rs. 50,000) from
corporates, business houses,
firms and institutions. This
IPO is not for individuals.
Founded in 2004, Routes 2
Roots has established itself as
a leader in the non-profit
sector, diligently working to
disseminate culture, art, and
heritage across India and
beyond. 
The NGO’s commitment to
digital education is evident
through its ‘Digital Learning
of Performing Arts’ program,
initiated in 2016, providing
free live interactive classes
encompassing 20 disciplines
of Indian art, culture, and
heritage.

It stands out as the largest
provider of Art and Culture
education in digital and
hybrid modes, setting up
smart classrooms equipped
with digital panels and e-
books in rural India. 
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The Rs 500 crore Electric
Mobility Promotion

Scheme 2024 shows the
government’s continued
thrust on vehicle
electrification as it is
indispensable on a long-term
basis to fortify the case for an
EV ecosystem, industry
experts said on Thursday.
Ministry of Heavy Industries
has announced the new
scheme to promote e-mobility
in the country with an outlay
of Rs 500 crore for four
months beginning April 2024.
The new scheme is for 2-
wheelers and 3-wheelers.
Commenting on the
government’s decision,
Srikumar Krishnamurthy,
Senior Vice President and
Co-Group Head - Corporate
Ratings, ICRA said the
scheme is a favourable move
towards the acceleration of
the electrification pace in the

country.
“The EMP scheme reflects the
government’s continued
thrust on vehicle
electrification, although the
quantum of subsidy is seen
lower in line with
expectations,” he said.
ICRA expects the penetration
levels of e-2w and e-3w
(excluding e-rickshaws) to
reach 6-8 per cent and 14-16
per cent, respectively in fiscal
2024-25, he added.
Ayush Lohia, CEO, Lohia
opined that the scheme offers
a significant opportunity to
expand the market and
contribute to the growth of
the electric vehicle
industry.
“With subsidies of up to Rs
25,000 for small three-
wheelers and Rs 50,000 for
large ones, the scheme is
expected to drive increased
demand for three- wheelers
and two-wheelers,” 
he said.
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Leading home appliances
company Blue Star will

invest Rs 250 crore in the
next financial year to raise
the manufacturing capacity
of room air conditioners at
its Sri City facility in
Andhra Pradesh, an official
said here on Thursday.
The company now has a
production capacity of 10
lakh room air conditioners
across its various
manufacturing facilities,
including the Sri City unit.
“Plans are there to raise the
manufacturing capacity to
1.8 million units in the near
future,” Blue Star Managing
Director B Thiagarajan told
reporters here.
“The present
manufacturing capacity at
Sri City will be added by
three lakh units next fiscal,
for which an amount of Rs
250 crore will be spent,” he
said.
The company intends to
garner a market share of 15
per cent in the room AC
segment, for which there is
a need to have products at
various price points, he
said.
Presently, the market share
of the company is 13.75 per
cent, Thiagarajan said.
The AC maker will also
expand its distribution
network across the country.
Blue Star, which earned a
revenue of Rs 8,000 crore in
the last fiscal, aims at a
turnover of Rs 9,500 crore
at the end of the current
financial year, he said.
“The market for room ACs
is at its infection point and
is poised to grow
exponentially. The industry
size is expected to more
than double by 2030,” he
said.
The present market size of
room ACs in the country is
approximately 10 million

$���������^Z[q���=��
_�15���'v[[5��-


�/��
�����+	��������
��+���������

��	��*
��&������������4����0��&
��/

2����	�������<99
#�""���������������
)�������������&=;<



sports 11
NEW DELHI | FRIDAY | MARCH 15, 2024

PTI n GURUGRAM

Hitaashee Bakshi
managed to hang onto
a 10-shot lead despite

carding a three-over 75 in the
third round of the sixth leg of
Hero Women’s Pro Golf Tour
here on Thursday.
Playing at the Gary Player
layout, Hitaashee after 64-66
couldn’t produce the kind of
birdie fests she had conjured
up on the first two days. But
at 11-under 205, she was still
10 shots clear of the field in
the Rs. 25 lakh event.
Gaurika Bishnoi (70) had the
best and the only under par
round of the breezy third day
and at 1-under 215 was tied
second alongside former
Order of Merit winner, Vani
Kapoor (75) at the DLF Golf
& Country Club.
Last week’s winner,
Amandeep Drall (76) was
fourth, while Queen Sirikit
bound amateur Vidhatri Urs
(73), also the winner of the
opening leg this season, was
tied fifth with amateur
teammate Zara Anand (74).
Jasmine Shekar (73), Riya
Yadav (79), Khushi Khanijau
(78) and amateur Janneya
Dasannjee (77) were
occupying the seventh to
tenth spots.
Hitaashee, who was in
unstoppable form last two
days, began with three pars
and then a double bogey on

Par-5 fourth. She made up
one shot on the next hole, the
Par-3 fifth, but after two
more pars, she dropped
back-to-back bogeys on the
eighth and ninth. 
On the back nine, a bogey on
13th was compensated by a
birdie on 18th for a round of
75, yet she holds a massive
lead going into the final day.
Bishnoi had an up-and-down
round with five birdies but
also gave away three bogeys
for a 70, the best card of the
day. She shared the second
place with Vani, whose 75
did not have any birdies. She
double bogeyed the Par-4
sixth and bogeyed the
seventh.
Amandeep had three bogeys
on the front nine and her
solitary gain of the day came
on the Par-4 13th, but she
also closed with double
bogey on the Par-5 18th for a
76.
Vidhatri and Zara, who will
be part of the Indian Golf
Union’s team at the Queen
Sirikit Cup next week in New
Zealand, shot 73 and 74
respectively. 
Vidhatri had two birdies
against three bogeys, while
Zara had two birdies and a
bogey on the front nine and a
birdie on the 10th at which
point she was 2-under for the
day. She then dropped shots
on the next four holes from
the 11th to 14th for a 74. 

Hitaashee keeps 10 shot lead at Hero WPGT

PTI n CAPE TOWN

India’s Tvesa Malik carded a
three-under 71 to stay in

tied fourth place after the
second round of the Standard
Bank Ladies Open here.
Tvesa, who shot 1-under 73
on the first day at the Par-74
course, was four-under for
two rounds with one more
day to go.
A multiple winner on her
domestic Pro Golf Tour in
India and a winner in South
Africa last month, Tvesa is
four shots behind the first
round leader Kylie Henry of
Scotland. 
After a first round 69, Kylie
added a 71 to be 8-under 140.
Tvesa made good use of the
Par-5s, as three of her six
birdies came on them. Tvesa
opened the second day with a
bogey, but hit back fast with
three birdies between the
third and the sixth and added
three pars to turn in 2-under. 
On the back nine, Tvesa
birdied the Par-5s on the 11th
and the 14th to get closer to
the top before she was pulled
back by bogeys on the 15th
and the 17th. 
A closing birdie was a good
way to end the day as she aims
for another good finish in
South Africa.
South African duo Cassandra
Alexander (74-69) and

Gabrielle Venter (74-69) shot
identical scores for the second
day running and moved into
shared second place at 5-
under 143. 
Tvesa, French golfer Emie
Peronnin (73-71) and
England’s Florentyna Parker
(73-71) were tied fourth at 4-
under 144.
The top 30 and ties make the
cut, which was projected at 3-
over 149.
The field this week includes
all three winners on the
Sunshine Ladies Tour this
year with Kylie Henry, Tvesa
Malik and Helen Kreuzer.
They have been joined by
Kiera Floyd, Gabrielle Venter,
Nicole Garcia, Cara Gorlei,
Tandi McCallum, Nadia van
der Westhuizen and Stacy
Bregman.
The 54-hole tournament
carried a purse of 600,000 and
is the fourth event of the
schedule for this year.
The tournament will also play
a key role in determining the
overall Sunshine Ladies Tour
Order of Merit champion,
with the winner here earning
an historic exemption in the
Sunshine Tour’s new Waterfall
City Tournament of
Champions to be played in
May.
All winners from the 2024
Sunshine Ladies Tour will
also be exempt into the event. 

Malik stays in fourth
place in Cape Town

PTI n NEW DELHI

Denmark’s Rasmus
Hojgaard and Yannik

Paul of Germany have
confirmed their participation
for the Indian Open golf
tournament beginning March
28.
Rasmus, who turns 23 on
Tuesday, will be seeking more
silverware to his already
growing collection when he
tees off at the USD 2.25
million event. He already has
four wins on the DP World
Tour to his name.
Rasmus will be making his
debut at the tournament,
which will be played at the
DLF Golf and Country Club,
and will hope to mark his
birthday month with a fifth
career win on the DP World
Tour. 
Currently 75th in the world
rankings, the Dane will be
one of the highest-ranked
players in the field, his career-
best rank being 63rd.
He is coming off a glorious
start to 2024 with Top-10s in
three successive starts in Ras
Al Khaimah, where he was
second, and then T-8 in
Bahrain and T-6 in Qatar. 
Before that, he was an
identical T-11 at the Hero
Dubai Desert Classic and the
Dubai Invitational. 
His first win at the 2019
AfrAsia Bank Mauritius
Open (part 2020 season)
made him the third youngest
to win a title in the DPWT
and he added to that by
winning the 2020 ISPS Handa
UK Championship, 2021
Omega European Masters
and the 2023 Made in
Himmerland.
A win at the Hero Indian

Open would bring Rasmus
closer to getting into the Top-
10 of the DP World Tour
rankings for 2024, which
could earn him a card into the
PGA Tour and join his
brother Nicolai. 
Incidentally, his twin brother
Nicolai played last year here
and finished T-32. 
Another popular name
confirming his entry will be
Paul, who turned 30 last week. 
The one-time DP World Tour,
Paul, who made his Indian
Open debut last year, came
within a whisker of his second
win on the Tour, after starting
with a brilliant 65 on the first
day. 
Even though Paul was unable
to add to his tally of wins in
2023, he had a superb season
with two runner-up finishes,
one third place and four other
Top-10 results. 
Paul, who broke through into
Top-100 of the world, is now
just outside at 112th.
All top Indian stars, led by the
2015 winner, Anirban Lahiri,
will be seen in action at the 4-
day 72-hole event.
The tournament, now in its
57th edition, will carry a
record prize purse of USD
2.25 million and will be a part
of the Asian Swing bringing
added benefits for the Swing
Champion. 
It will be the second of five
events comprising the Asian
Swing as part of the new-look
2024 Race to Dubai. 
The tournament will see 144
players compete for the
trophy. The winner will
receive a handsome USD
382,500, the runner-up
picking up USD 247,500 and
the third-place finisher
pocketing USD 141,750. 

AP n BERN (SWITZERLAND)

Switzerland rewarded midfielder
Vincent Sierro and winger Dereck

Kutesa for standout seasons with their
first squad calls on Thursday.
The Swiss have European Championship
warm-up games at Denmark and Ireland
this month.
Sierro is having a career year at age 28
captaining Toulouse in the French
league, and the 26-year-old Kutesa has
starred for Servette, his hometown team
in Geneva, which is chasing a first Swiss
league title for 25 years.
National coach Murat Yakin also recalled
defenders Silvan Widmer of Mainz,
Kevin Mbabu of Augsburg and Becir
Omeragic of Montpellier.
Yakin acknowledged on Thursday that
team spirit was part of his thoughts for a

fresh look to the squad. The former
national team defender was retained for
Euro 2024 in Germany after widespread
reports of tensions with senior players
during the qualifying games.

Captain Grant Xhaka is set to extend his
national team record 121 appearances
when Switzerland travels to play
Denmark on March 23 and Ireland three
days later.
Xhaka’s move in the offseason to Bayer
Leverkusen after seven years at Arsenal
has coincided with the German club
going on a record unbeaten run and
closing on a first-ever Bundesliga title.
Three Bologna players - Remo Freuler,
Dan Ndoye and Michael Aebischer -
were selected in a standout season for the
Italian club which is fourth in Serie A
and set for the first qualification in 60
years for the European Cup or
Champions League. 
At Euro 2024, Switzerland has been
drawn in Group A to play Hungary on
June 15, Scotland on June 19 and host
Germany on June 23.

Switzerland calls up Sierro, Kutesa

Hojgaard, Paul
confirm participation
at Hero Indian Open

PTI n SINGAPORE

Veteran Indian table tennis
player Sharath Kamal

continued his giant killing
run in the Singapore Smash
by defeating world number 22
Omar Assar of Egypt to enter
the quarterfinals here on
Thursday.
A day after he upset world
number 13 Darko Jorgic of
Slovenia, Sharath recorded a
comfortable 11-4, 11-8, 12-10
win over Assar in the round of
16 of the USD 1.5 million
event event.
World number 88 Sharath,
who reached the main draw
after winning the qualifiers,
had it easy against the
Egyptian in the first two
rounds, but Assar put up a
good resistance in the third
round. 
Sharath made a few mistakes
midway, and his opponent
cashed in to deuce. However,
the Indian paddler grabbed
the opportunity to win the
last two crucial points and
advance to another upset. 

In the quarterfinals, the 10-
time national champion will
face Felix Lebrun of France
for a place in the medal
rounds.
“I would say that it was all
because of the way we had
prepared for the World
Championships in Korea
(Busan). Secondly, the
confidence we have gained
after the teams qualified for
the Paris Olympics,” Sharath
said.
Sharath had made early first-

round exits in the opening
two editions of the
tournament.
“Honestly, I didn’t expect it to
go so far in the (Singapore)
Smash event because it has
not happened before. I had to
go through the qualification
rounds, and to do what I did
was excellent. I am immensely
happy about it, especially my
fitness part and focus,” he
added.
The trailblazing Indian player
had come from behind to

shock Jorgic 8-11 11-6 11-8
11-9 in the round of 32.
In the first round of the main
draw, the Chennai-based
player had blanked World No.
31 Chilean Nicolas Burgos 3-
0 (11-5, 11-4, 11-6).
SHARATH’S OLYMPIC
CHANCES SWELL: The
stellar run will boost Sharath’s
chance of sealing a berth in
the singles event of the Paris
Olympics with his rankings
set to drastically improve.
India can send only two
entries in the singles event
and Table Tennis Federation
of India (TTFI) will take the
final call considering the
individual rankings.
Currently, Harmeet Desai
(64) and Manav Thakkar (83)
are the top two Indians in the
men’s section. Sharath is likely
to overtake them when the
rankings are updated next
week.
The Indian men’s and
women’s teams have already
scripted history by qualifying
for the Olympic for the first
time.

PTI n BIRMINGHAM

An error-prone PV Sindhu
suffered a straight-game defeat

to her nemesis An Se Young of Korea
in the women’s singles second round
at the All England badminton
Championships here on Thursday.
Sindhu, a double Olympic medallist,
seemed to be in good touch as she
fought hard against the world No. 1
Korean but failed to curb her
mistakes as she slipped to a 19-21,
11-21 loss in their 42-minute clash.
It was the Indian’s seventh successive
loss to the indomitable An Se Young,
who had become the first Korean
woman singles player to win the
World Championships last year. 
The Korean won in Malaysia and
France this season, while Sindhu is
on a comeback trail after recovering
from a left knee injury.
The Indian tried to attack but her
22-year-old opponent looked in a
different league as she varied the
pace of the rallies and used her
repertoire of strokes well to come up

trumps.
For Sindhu, things went downhill
after the break in the second game as
errors kept piling up.
Sindhu was up 4-1 but An Se Young
started reading the game better and
slowed down the rallies. She kept
sending the tosses and clears,
waiting for errors from Sindhu, who
invariably sent the shuttle wide and
long. 
Soon the Korean was 9-6 up. She
committed two unforced errors
before charging to the net to put one
away and when Sindhu faltered at
the net it was 11-8 in favour of
Young.
Sindhu kept the attack, producing a
backhand push and a cross smash.
The Korean, however, stayed solid in
her defence to move to 13-10 and
then 15-11 with another precise
smash.
Sindhu tried to charge to the net and
target her rival’s body but Young’s
instinct helped her to survive twice
as she sent the shuttle away.
From 13-17, Sindhu fought back to

16-17. But Young again pulled away
with two points before grabbing four
game points with a forehand drop. 
Sindhu pounced one at net and then

produced a tight smash on her rival’s
forehand to stay alive. The Korean
then slipped during a rally as Sindhu
made it 19-20.

However, just in time, An Se Young
sent a backhand sailing over
Sindhu’s head to the backline to seal
the opening game.
The second game started on a tight
note before An Se Young opened up
a three-point lead. While Sindhu
struggled to get winners, Young kept
varying the pace and sending
everything back.
Another cross court smash took the
Korean to 9-4. She grabbed a five-
point lead at the interval with
another incredible cross court net
shot.
Frustration was piling for Sindhu as
she wasted a video referral after
going long by a big margin and
dumped into net twice next as the
Korean led 15-9.
Another backhand and a forehand
return went to net as it became 10-
18. 
Two more unforced errors from the
Indian helped An Se Young grab
nine match points. She sealed the
match with another lovely return at
the front court.

Sindhu goes down to An Se Young

Sharath continues giant killing spree
BEATS WORLD NO 22 TO MOVE TO SINGAPORE SMASH QUARTERFINALS

PTI n PARIS

When Eden Hazard visited
his former club Lille

during a French league game
last weekend, it was a timely
reminder of what the northern
club did so well in the past.
Turning young players into
future stars. 
Next in line could be Ayyoub
Bouaddi, a 16-year-old
midfielder who has caught the
eye and is being touted as
Lille's best prospect since
Hazard.
Hazard joined Lille's academy
as a youth, made his league
debut two months before his
17th birthday, then helped the
club win the French league and
cup double in 2011. A high-
profile move to Chelsea turned
him into a global star. 
Hazard won the English
Premier League and the
Europa League twice during a
spell where the Belgium

midfielder was voted player of
the year by his peers. At his
peak, the attacking midfielder
with lightning-quick feet and
match-winning ability was
among the world's best players.
So last Sunday, Lille
inaugurated a new playing
field at its vast Domaine de
Luchin training complex, and
named it “ Eden Hazard ” in
his honor. 
It's where Bouaddi hopes to
tread his way to the top. 
Bouaddi joined Lille's academy
three years ago and, just three
days after his 16th birthday,
became the youngest player to
appear in a European game in
a Europa Conference League
match last October against KI
Klaksvík.
Lining up with him that day for
Lille was 18-year-old Amine
Messoussa in attack,
underlining the faith coach
Paulo Fonseca has in young
players.

Lille midfielder
Bouaddi looks to follow
in Hazard footsteps
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PTI ■ MUMBAI

Domestic heavyweights
Mumbai ended their
eight-year barren run

to lift a record-extending
42nd Ranji Trophy title here
on Thursday, beating a
resolute Vidarbha by 169 runs
on the fifth and final day of a
thoroughly engrossing
summit clash.
The fate of the final —
Mumbai’s 48th in the 90 years
of the tournament’s history —
here at the iconic Wankhede
Stadium was sealed when the
hosts set a 538-run target for
the visiting team. 
Vidarbha captain Akshay
Wadkar (102) and the
unheralded Harsh Dubey (65)
kept Mumbai at bay for the
entire first session on the last
day after Vidarbha resumed
on 248 for five, needing
another 290 runs to win.
The team was eventually
bowled out for 368 in a contest
that ebbed and flowed with
Vidarbha frustrating the hosts
for long periods of play on the
last two days.
Wadkar led the fight for his
side with his first century of
the year which also helped
him cross the 600-run mark
this season. Dubey brought up
only the second fifty of his

first-class career.
Together, they forged the
longest stand of the innings,
consuming 255 balls in 194
minutes from day four until a
little after the resumption of

the second session on the final
day.
Wadkar fell shortly after play
resumed — leg before off
Tanush Kotian (4/95) — and
once the pair was broken, it all

ended in a jiffy for the visitors
who have now lost the Ranji
Trophy final for a third time
after winning two titles.
Tushar Deshpande continued
to employ the short ball to

dismiss Dubey (65 off 128
balls, 5 x4s, 2x6s) and Aditya
Sarwate, who missed the
majority of the game owing to
a back spasm.
While Kotian cleaned up Yash

Thakur (6) for his fourth
wicket, Dhawal Kulkarni
signed off from all forms of
cricket with the final wicket of
the game in the form of Umesh
Yadav for a fairytale ending.

Mumbai skipper Ajinkya
Rahane praised Vidarbha for
their gritty display before
lifting the trophy and rightly
so. 
For a team which paid a heavy
price for a poor first-innings
score — 105 to concede a 119-
run lead in response to
Mumbai’s 224 — Vidarbha
showed resilience to gave a
fine account of themselves in
the second innings. 
Mumbai began the final day
hoping to break the sixth-
wicket stand between Wadkar
and Dubey early but their wait
only extended since the
batters overcame all
challenges that the hosts
threw at them. 
With the pace bowlers not
being able to trouble the
batters, Mumbai hopes were
pinned on their spinners but
their own error cost Rahane’s
side early on. 
Kotian appealed for a bat-pad
catch at silly point against
Dubey in the 101st over of the
innings but the appeal was
turned down.
In a show of desperation,
Mumbai went for the DRS
intervention which confirmed
the ball had not grazed the bat
and was also going to miss the
leg stump. 
Kotian then found an outside

edge off Wadkar’s bat which
fell close to Rahane. 
Mumbai’s frustration was
evident when Kulkarni held
his ground at the end of his
follow through after being
declined a leg-before appeal
against Dubey.
Kulkarni made some gestures
and even exchanged a few
words with the umpire but
replays confirmed that the ball
had pitched outside the leg-
stump. 
Dubey was also lucky when
Kotian pinned him in front of
the wickets but Mumbai could
not get it overturned since
they had no reviews left. 
The Vidarbha batter
continued to ride his luck,
getting another decision in his
favour when replays showed
the ball had missed his bat and
gloves off Shams Mulani. 
Wadkar completed his
century shortly after lunch but
once he was dismissed, the
rest of the batting collapsed
soon after. 

Brief scores
Mumbai: 224 & 418
Vidarbha: 105 & 368 in 134.4
overs (Atharva Taide 32,
Aman Mokhade 32, Karun
Nair 74, Akshay Wadkar 102;
Tanush Kotian 4/95) by 169
runs. 

Mumbai clinch Ranji Trophy for 42nd time

PTI ■ BENGALURU

The medical staff that
nursed Rishabh Pant back

to full fitness after the
horrifying car crash in 2022
has raved about the resilience
and mental strength shown
by the cricketer, saying he
persevered through a
“frustrating” recovery
process. 
Pant is set for his cricketing
return in the IPL on March 23
when he will captain Delhi
Capitals against Punjab Kings
in Mohali.
“I feel very close to normal,”
Pant told ‘bcci.Tv’ with a
radiant smile.
It seemed far fetched 15
months ago when he suffered
multiple injuries in the crash.
However, it has come true
thanks to the expert care he
got from the likes of Dr
Dinshaw Pardiwala, Director,
Centre for Sports Medicine,
Kokilaben Dhirubhai
Ambani Hospital in Mumbai,
and some dedicated staff at
the National Cricket
Academy (NCA) in
Bengaluru.
Pardiwala remembered how
arduous Pant’s recovery
journey was.
“As surgeons and as doctors,
it’s very important for us to
inform our patients, their
family and all the
stakeholders of the actual
status of the injury. Rishabh’s
mother was with him. She
was very concerned whether
he would ever be able to walk
again,” Pardiwala said.
“I told her that ‘this is such a
critical injury and we will
definitely aim for him to get
back to competitive cricket.
But that’s going to be a long-
drawn process’.”
However, Pardiwala was left
astonished when he saw
Pant’s confidence as he

entered the recovery phase.
“When I told Rishabh 18
months, he said ‘okay, I am
going to show you I can do it
in 12 months’,” he said.
Pant stayed true to his words
as he put in the hard yards at
the NCA during his
recuperation.
“When I started walking
without crutches, that was a
high point. Then started
jogging a little bit, that was a
high for me, then started
batting, then started keeping
as I took joy in everything,”
said the 26-year-old.
But each of those baby steps
had to be taken with utmost
care because of multi-level
complexities.
Pardiwala said the complex
knee injury, the trauma
following the accident and
Pant’s own frustration at
being away from the cricket
field had to be dealt with in
an effective manner.
“For any surgeon, knee
dislocation is one of the worst
injuries because everything
breaks. You need to get back
the stability, you need to get
back the shock absorption
capability,” he said.

PTI ■ MUMBAI

The triumphant Mumbai team
will receive an additional Rs 5

crore for its unprecedented 42nd
Ranji Trophy title after the state
cricket association doubled the
prize purse on Thursday.
Mumbai won a record-extending
42nd Ranji title after beating
Vidarbha by 169 runs on the fifth
and final day of the summit
showdown at the Wankhede
Stadium.
“MCA President Amol Kale and
Apex Council has decided to double
the Ranji Trophy prize money. The
MCA will pay additional sum of Rs
5 crore to the winning Mumbai
Ranji Trophy team,” a statement
from MCA secretary Ajinkya Naik
read.

“It has been a great year for the
MCA as the association has won 7
titles and we have made it to
knockout stage in all age groups in
BCCI tournaments.”
Mumbai ended an eight-year wait to
lift a record-extending title here,
getting the better of a resolute
Vidarbha.
The fate of the final -- Mumbai’s
48th in the 90 years of the
tournament’s history -- here at the
iconic Wankhede Stadium was
sealed when the hosts set a 538-run
target for the visiting team.
Mumbai head coach Omkar Salvi,
who was appointed to the post last
year, lauded MCA’s move to double
the prize money considering that lot
of players don’t have full-time jobs
these days.
“For all the players, nowadays, there

are very less institutions which
provide jobs. For youngsters, there
is also a lot of lure towards franchise
cricket (where) there is also a lot of

money,” Salvi said.
“The BCCI is taking that step and
raising that money along with that,
the MCA taking that step forward

to equal that amount is a great help
for the players who don’t have
some jobs or some earnings. 
“It is definitely an inspiration (and)
it should be intrinsic -- the
monetary help will give them that
security and it will definitely
stabilise them mentally and
financially so that they can give
more to the game,” he added.
On the final day, Vidarbha captain
Akshay Wadkar (102) and the
unheralded Harsh Dubey (65) kept
Mumbai at bay for the entire first
session on the last day after
Vidarbha resumed on 248 for five,
needing another 290 runs to win.
The team was eventually bowled out
for 368 in a contest that ebbed and
flowed with Vidarbha frustrating
the hosts for long periods of play on
the last two days. 

Pant resilience, mental
strength was quite something:
Medical staff that worked with 

PTI ■ BENGALURU

Royal Challengers
Bangalore began their

pre-tournament camp
without their numero uno
Virat Kohli, who might take a
few more days to join before
the team starts its IPL
campaign against reigning
champions Chennai Super
Kings on March 22.
Most of the domestic players
joined the camp under the
guidance of new head coach
Andy Flower and Director of
Cricket Mo Bobat and they
went through the paces on the
opening day of the camp on
Wednesday.
While skipper Faf du Plessis
was in attendance along with
West Indies fast bowler
Alzarri Joseph, Kohli, easily

the biggest ‘Box Office’ in
Indian cricket, is yet to hit the
straps after a paternity break
that ruled him out of the
marquee five-Test series

against England.
“Kohli is expected to join in
the next few days,” a BCCI
source, who is tracking
developments within IPL

teams, told PTI.
Kohli might make his first
appearance for the franchise
during ‘RCB Unbox’, a high-
profile annual event held at
the Garden City in which fans
get a glimpse of their
favourite stars. 
As RCB started their training
session, skipper Du Plessis
told the team it was lucky to
have Flower as its coach.
“I think he’s an incredible
coach. So I feel team is very
lucky to have him, kind and
big hearted man,” Du Plessis
was quoted as saying on RCB
‘Bold Diaries’.
Flower, on his part, said:
“New chapter to write in RCB
story, we have been given the
chance to write and it is a
privilege, something to be
very excited about.” 

PTI ■ COLOMBO

Former Sri Lanka cricketer
Lahiru Thirimanne

sustained minor injuries after
a road accident, leading to his
hospitalisation in Thrippane,
Anuradapura, local media
reported on Thursday.
According to a report in ‘Ada
Derana’, the 34-year-old
Thirimanne was admitted to
Anuradhapura Teaching
Hospital “with minor injuries
sustained in the accident”.
Anuradapura is a major city,
located about 205km from
national capital Colombo.
“Police mentioned that the
car in which Thirimanne was
travelling had collided with a

lorry arriving from the
opposite direction at around
07.45 a.M. This morning,” it
stated. “Three other
individuals travelling in the
car, the driver of the lorry and
another person have been
injured and hospitalised.”
Thirimanne appeared in 44
Tests for Sri Lanka, scoring
2088 runs, including three
hundreds.
He played 127 ODI for the
island nation, scoring 3164
runs in all. He also played 26
T20 Internationals for Sri
Lanka. 
Thirimanne last played for Sri
Lanka in 2022 before
announcing his retirement
the next year. 

Former Lankan
cricketer Lahiru
injured in accident

BEAT VIDARBHA BY 169 RUNS IN FINAL 

PTI ■ BENGALURU

The dubious dismissal of
Karnataka opener

Prakhar Chaturvedi in the
recent Col. CK Nayudu
Trophy U23 final against
Uttar Pradesh has raised
concerns about the standards
of umpiring in domestic
matches. 
The unsavoury incident
happened in Karnataka’s first
innings after Chaturvedi
played a pull against UP pacer
Kunal Tyagi well away from
his body. 
The ball, which took a rather
healthy edge off Chaturvedi’s
bat, moved further away from
stumper Aaradhya Yadav who

had to make a full-length dive
to his left to make the
collection. 
But the ball rolled out of
Yadav’s gloves before he could
complete the catch even as the
wicketkeeper thudded on to
the ground. 
However, the on-field umpire
upheld the appeal for caught
behind much to the dismay of
batter Chaturvedi, who made
33 and 86 in Karnataka’s
maiden victory in the
tournament which came by
virtue of their first innings
lead here at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium. 
“Yes, it was a clear case of not
out as I later saw the
clippings. The ball came out

of UP wicketkeeper’s hands
before he completed the
catch. The umpire should not
have given it out,” a former
First-Class umpire told PTI
on conditions of anonymity.
“It is important to maintain
top standards because these
junior tournaments are
stepping stones for several
budding cricketers. Imagine
how bad that boy
(Chaturvedi) would have felt
after spending close to an
hour at the crease, only to get
out like that. 
“Also, umpiring standards
have a direct relation with the
overall quality of a match,” he
said. 
So, how can one ensure

consistency and high level of
accuracy in domestic
umpiring? 
“The BCCI has laid out some

strict parameters in the
umpires’ selection process
and many state associations
themselves have umpires

associations working hard to
ensure a good level of
officiating. 
“But I feel former cricketers
should be encouraged to take
up umpiring as they know the
game closer than anyone else.
We have had S
Venkataraghavan, Peter
Willey, David Shepherd and
Dickie Bird who were
excellent umpires as they
leaned on their experience
from their playing days,” he
added.
Recently, former India batter
Manoj Tiwary had lashed out
at poor standards of umpiring
in domestic cricket. 
Another former First-Class
batter said instances of

umpires making childish
mistakes were quite common
in domestic circuit. 
“It is quite common,
especially in junior cricket.
But in one Ranji (Trophy)
match, I was hit on my hips
and the umpire gave that out
leg before. I was 48 then. I
brushed it aside, thinking that
mistakes can happen to
anyone. 
“But in the next innings, when
I was batting on 45, the same
umpire gave me out caught
behind off a left-arm spinner
when my bat was tucked safely
behind my pads while leaving
the ball. Even the silly point
fielder could not hide his
surprise,” he noted. 

There have been initiatives
like the umpiring academy in
Nagpur to better the
standards but the lack of
continuity has been the bane. 
“Those were good ideas but
somehow did not take off as
expected. There is an ICC
online course too for the
umpires. 
“But beyond all these, the
board should increase
remuneration for umpires
and should also ensure that
First-Class umpires officiate
at state level or even some
local matches so that there
is no gap between the
assignments and they
remain sharp,” the umpire
detailed. 
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Domestic umpiring standards under scanner after CK Nayudu Trophy howler

M C A  D O U B L E S  P R I Z E  M O N E Y

Mumbai team to receive additional `5 crore 

RCB kick starts pre tournament camp,
Kohli expected to join in next few days 


