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RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

After evading Central
probing agencies for
several months, Delhi

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal was finally arrested
in the multi-crore liquor
scam by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Thursday amid high drama
involving multi-layered
security forces and Kejriwal-
led Aam Aadmi Party
supporters.
Kejriwal is also implicated in
another scam related to the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB), which
the ED is probing. The AAP
chief had skipped a total of
nine ED summons related to
the investigation, which has
led to several arrests,
including that of K Kavitha,
daughter of Bharat Rashtra
Samiti’s chief K
Chandrasekhar Rao. She was
arrested by the ED last week.
After former Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant
Soren, Kejriwal is the second
sitting Chief Minister in the
country to be arrested this
year by the ED in a
corruption case.
Kejriwal’s arrest came after
the Delhi High Court denied
him protection relief earlier
in the day. Later in the
evening, after the ED reached
the CM’s residence,
Kejriwal’s legal team rushed
to the Supreme Court for
relief. Sources said the matter
will be taken up on Friday.
After two hours of
interrogation and searches by
a team of top ED sleuths,

Kejriwal was arrested from
his residence on Flag Staff
Road in Civil Lines and later
taken to the ED headquarters
at Lok Nayak Bhawan in the
Capital.
Officials said upon reaching
the AAP leader’s residence,
the ED team informed the
staff that it had a search
warrant to raid Kejriwal’s
premises. They also
mentioned that the team
would serve summons and
request Kejriwal to join the
probe.
Sources said Kejriwal’s
mobile phone has been
seized by the agency, and
there has been no
communication between him
and his family.
As ED officials carried out
their operation inside the
CM’s residence, additional
Delhi Police personnel,
Rapid Action Force (RAF),
and CRPF teams were
deployed at the Chief
Minister’s residence.
The additional deployment
was made as the ED sought
extra security measures in
anticipation of protests by
AAP supporters. 
The Delhi Police stepped up
security and deployed
personnel in large numbers
along with paramilitary force
in anti-riot gear around the
Chief Minister’s residence in
the Civil Lines area as an ED
team reached there.
“The deployment has been
made in anticipation of a
gathering and protest of AAP
workers near his residence,” a
police officer said. 

Barricades were put up on
the lane leading to his official
residence in Civil Lines in
north Delhi and additional
police personnel were
deployed there, officials said.
“Two companies of RAF
(Rapid Action Force) with
anti-riot gears have been
deployed. The local police
and force from the nearby

police stations have also
called in,” the officer said.
Officers of the rank of deputy
commissioner of police and
assistant commissioner of
police were also deployed.
The area was being checked
with the help of drones, the
officials said. A senior police
officer said security has also
been increased near the ED

office and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s
residence in central Delhi.
Sources said restrictions
under section 144 of the
CrPC have been imposed
near the ED office and the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
headquarters in central
Delhi.
Police said security has also

been increased outside the
residence of Delhi Lt
Governor VK Saxena.
The arrest of the 55-year-old
leader, amid the Lok Sabha
election campaign, elicited
angry reactions from the
AAP. 
The party said Kejriwal “will
continue as the Chief
Minister of Delhi. If

necessary, he will run the
Government from jail”. He
shall join his former Cabinet
colleagues Manish Sisodia,
Satyender Jain, and the
party’s MP in Rajya Sabha,
Sanjay Singh, in jail.
Several Opposition parties,
including those in the newly
formed alliance INDIA Bloc,
as well as the Trinamool
Congress, rallied behind the
Delhi CM, condemning his
arrest. Congress leaders
described it as a pure form of
tyranny, while TMC
spokesman Kunal Ghosh said
this kind of vindictive
politics is unacceptable.
“A scared dictator wants to
create a dead democracy.
While capturing all the
institutions including the
media, breaking up the
parties, extorting money
from companies, and
freezing the account of the
main Opposition party was
not enough for the ‘devilish
power’, now the arrest of the
elected Chief Ministers has
also become a common
thing.  INDIA Bloc will give a
befitting reply to this,” Rahul
Gandhi posted on social
media. 
The BJP demanded that
Kejriwal step down as Chief
Minister on moral grounds.
Cabinet Minister Atishi,
considered to be a close
confidant of the AAP
convener, is now likely to
play a crucial role. 
Delhi Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj and Delhi
Assembly Speaker Ram
Niwas Goel also gathered

with their supporters in the
Civil Lines area and raised
slogans against the Modi
Government.
AAP leader and Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
wrote on social media, “The
political team of BJP (ED)
cannot confine Kejriwal’s
ideology because the AAP
alone can stop BJP. Ideology
can never be suppressed.”
Reacting to the ED action,
AAP MP Raghav Chadha
termed the arrest of Kejriwal
just before the Lok Sabha
elections a “big conspiracy”.
Protests erupted outside
Kejriwal’s residence on
Thursday night after his
arrest. The Delhi Police has
detained around two dozen
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
workers, including MLAs,
who were trying to block the
road near the chief minister’s
residence.
Party leaders and workers
started gathering in the area
while the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) was
questioning Kejriwal at his
residence. AAP leaders and
workers raised slogans
against the ED and the BJP-
led Central Government.
AAP MLAs Jarnail Singh,
Ritu Raj, Jai Bhagwan and
Abdul Rehman were
detained by the police, the
party alleged.
Soon after ED reached
Kejriwal’s residence in the
evening, AAP leaders and
Cabinet Ministers gathered
outside. They were stopped
at the barricades.
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Thursday uploaded

the complete electoral bond
data given to it by the State
Bank of India on orders of the
Supreme Court. The data
includes bond numbers that can
link donors with the political
parties they contributed to.
As per latest data, Trinamool
Congress got at least Rs 540
crore worth electoral bonds
from Future Gaming, making
it the biggest beneficiary of
donations made by ‘lottery
king’ Santiago Martin, who
also donated to the DMK, the
YSR Congress, the BJP and
the Congress.
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha

and Sikkim Democratic Front
also got some funds from the
biggest purchaser of the
electoral bonds, which was
started by the Centre
Government in March 2018
and scrapped last month.
While a plethora of well-
known corporates bought the
bonds when the scheme was

alive, the biggest donor to
political parties was Future
Gaming, which purchased
bonds worth Rs 1,368 crore.
Besides Trinamool Congress,
Future Gaming gave Rs 509
crore to Tamil Nadu’s ruling
party DMK, nearly Rs 160
crore to Andhra Pradesh’s YSR
Congress Party, Rs 100 crore

to BJP and Rs 50 crore to
Congress. The two parties of
Sikkim, one of the few States
where lottery is legal, together
got less than Rs 10 crore from
Future Gaming.
The second-biggest donor is
known to be Hyderabad-
based Megha Engineering,
which has given Rs 966 crore
to various parties including
BJP, Bharat Rashtra Samiti
and DMK.
Qwik Supply, the third largest
donor to political parties
using electoral bonds, bought
Rs 410 crore bonds between
2021-22 and 2023-24, and
gave Rs 395 crore to the BJP
and Rs 25 crore to the Shiv
Sena.

Continued on Page 2
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With the Lok Sabha polls
underway, the Congress

on Thursday accused the BJP of
a ‘systematic effort,’ led by none
other than Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, to financially
cripple the grand old party and
prevent it from mounting a
tough contest amidst the palpa-
ble anti-incumbency against
the 10-year-rule of the NDA.
Addressing a Press conference
after a long time, former
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi stepped up her party’s
demand for access to its bank
accounts to ensure a level
playing field in the run up to
the Lok Sabha polls.
The Press conference was
addressed jointly by Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
and another former party chief
Rahul Gandhi who stressed

that all its accounts were
frozen. The party leaders
claimed that it’s not just
impacting the Congress’ poll
prospect but democracy in
India. “...We can do no
campaign work... Our ability
to fight elections has been
damaged,” Rahul Gandhi said
launching a scathing attack on
the Government over the issue
of freezing of the party’s
accounts due to an Income Tax
returns issue. 
“All our bank accounts have
been frozen. We can do no
campaign work, we cannot
support our workers, we
cannot support our
candidates, our leaders cannot
fly from one part of the
country to another... They
can’t take a railway train and
this has been literally two
months before the election
campaign,” Rahul said.

Continued on Page 2

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge and party leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi during a media briefing at AICC headquarters in New Delhi on Thursday
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Congress cries foul over frozen accounts

Ranjan Dimri / The Pioneer

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal being taken away from his residence after he was arrested by the Enforcement Directorate in an excise policy-linked money laundering
case in New Delhi on Thursday PTI

KEJRIWAL KNOCKED OUT
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The BJP on Thursday dis-
missed the Congress’ attack

on the Government over freez-
ing of its bank accounts as the
Opposition party’s “desperate”
attempt to create an alibi for its
imminent defeat in the Lok
Sabha polls. BJP chief JP Nadda
on Thursday dismissed the
Congress’ talk of financial help-
lessness as “comical”, and said
the party can use the money
accumulated from “all the
scams” that took place during
its rule for electioneering.
The BJP’s reaction came after
former Congress president
Sonia Gandhi demanded that
the party be given access to
its bank accounts to ensure a
level playing field for the Lok
Sabha polls and accused
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi of making a systematic
effort to cripple the party
financially. In a post on X,
Nadda said the Congress is
“conveniently blaming” its
irrelevance on financial
troubles’ while in reality, their
bankruptcy is “moral and
intellectual, not financial”.
“The Congress is going to be
totally rejected by the people
and fearing a historic defeat,

their top leadership
addressed a Press conference
and ranted against Indian
democracy and institutions,”
he said. 
Instead of correcting their
own errors, the Congress is
blaming authorities for their
troubles. Be it the ITAT or the
Delhi High Court, they have
asked the Congress to comply
with the rules, pay the taxes
due but the party never did
so, Nadda said.
“For a party which has looted
from every sector, in every
State and at every moment of
history, to talk of financial
helplessness is comical. The
Congress can use the money
accumulated from all their
scams starting from jeep to
chopper scam via Bofors for
their electioneering,” the BJP
chief said.

Continued on Page 2

Alibi for imminent defeat
in Lok Sabha, says BJP
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Barring for a couple of seats
there was conformity

between the Left and the
Congress in "more or less" all
the seats, a CPI(M) leader on
Thursday said after the
Congress announced the list
of its candidates from Bengal.
According to Pradesh
Congress president Adhir
Chowdhury, the tri-colour
party was fielding candidates
from Raiganj, Malda North
and South,  Jangipur,
Behrampore, Purulia  
The biggest Left Front con-
stituent CPI(M) would not
make any official comment
but they expressed their
anguish on one or two seats
saying, "this is for a bigger
cause and so we will thrash
out the difference if any pri-
vately."
According to sources the Left
was loath to shed the Raiganj
seat to the Congress though
both the parties have a strong
base in the constituency
which was held by both the
Left and the Congress' PR

Dasmunshi and subsequent-
ly his wife Deepa Dasmunshi
alternatively until the BJP
won from here taking advan-
tage of a tri-cornered fight in
2019.
CPI(M)'s Md Salim had won
this seat by a meager 2000
votes in 2014. 
The third partner Indian
Secular Front — in the non-
BJP-non-TMC axis — floated
mainly by the family of a
Muslim cleric and presently
led by its MLA Naushad

Siddiqui however has
demanded eight seats making
the question of the alliance a
bit tricky. ISF has decided to
contest from Murshidabad a
Left-Congress stronghold —
from where Salim is likely to
contest this time round, —
Malda North and South,
Serampore (a seat that the
Left has already announced its
candidate from) Diamond
Harbour,  Joynagar and
Barasat making it difficult
for both the Congress and the

CPI(M), experts say.
Meanwhile, TMC's Yusuf
Pathan on Thursday started
his campaign at Behrampore
where sitting Congress MP
Adhir Chowdhury will seek
reelection for the seventh
consecutive time. "
I have come to Bengal because
it is my second home as I have
played for KKR for several
years … I will try to give a
fight at Behrampore and work
for the people here," Pathan
said.
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Thursday directed

the Centre to immediately stop
delivering bulk WhatsApp
messages to people under the
"Viksit Bharat Sampark" ini-
tiative to highlight the govern-
ment's achievements. The
direction was issued to the
Secretary, Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology, after the
Commission received com-
plaints about the matter.  In
another other, the EC has also
transferred district police chiefs
in Assam and Punjab, includ-
ing the brother of Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
and shunted out "non-cadre"
district magistrates and super-
intendents of police in some

states. The Commission said
the non-cadre district magis-
trates (DMs) and superinten-
dent of police (SPs) have been
shunted out as the posts are
meant for IAS and IPS officers.
"The move is a part of a series
of decisions taken by the
Commission to ensure a level-
playing field," the Commission
said in its order on ‘WhatsApp
messages on Vikshit Bharat
Sampark’.
Asking the government to
ensure there is "no further
delivery" of the bulk WhatsApp
messages to people, the
Commission sought an "imme-
diate" compliance report on the
matter from the ministry. The
ministry had informed the
Commission that the messages
along with a letter from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi were
sent before the Model Code of

Conduct came into force on
March 16 with the announce-
ment of Lok Sabha poll sched-
ule.
"... Due to system architecture
and network limitations it is
possible that some letters have
a delayed delivery," the ministry
said in a communication to the
Commission. The EC had
received several complaints
that such messages highlight-
ing the government's initiatives
were being delivered on citi-
zens' phones despite the
announcement of parliamen-
tary elections 2024 and the
MCC coming into force.
The Congress and the
Trinamool Congress had raised
objections to the message and
requested the Election
Commission to act against this
"blatant violation" of the Model
Code of Conduct. On Tuesday,

the Chandigarh Chief Electoral
Officer had referred to the
Election Commission for
"appropriate action" a com-
plaint regarding bulk
WhatsApp messages.
According to an official state-
ment on Tuesday, after exam-
ination of the complaint, the

district media certification and
monitoring committee found
prima facie evidence of a vio-
lation of the Model Code of
Conduct. The complaint was
received through the cVIGIL
mobile application of the poll
panel.
In a separate order issued on

Thursday, the EC said it has
adopted a tough stance against
posting of non-cadre officers at
leadership positions by trans-
ferring eight non-encadred
SPs/SSPs and five non-
encadred DMs in Punjab,
Odisha, Gujarat and West
Bengal.
It said some officials were
transferred in view of their kin-
ship or familial association
with the elected political rep-
resentatives, adding SSP
Bathinda (Punjab) and SP
Sonitpur (Assam) have been
transferred.
Officials pointed out that while
SP Sonitpur Sushanta Biswa
Sarma is the brother of state
chief minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, SSP Bhatinda
Harnanbir Singh Gill is the
brother of Congress MP from
Khadoor Sahib Jasbir Singh

Gill.
The EC said the officials in
these two districts have been
transferred as a "pre-emptive
measure" to dispel any appre-
hensions of administration
being biased or perceived to be
compromised. The move
comes ahead of the seven-
phase Lok Sabha polls starting
April 19.
Earlier, the poll body had
ordered removal of home sec-
retaries in six states for holding
dual charge in the office of their
respective chief ministers. It
had also transferred the West
Bengal DGP to a non election
related post. The decision on
transfers was taken after the
Commission convened a meet-
ing chaired by Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
along with Election
Commissioners Gyanesh

Kumar and Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu. 
The officers to be transferred
include SP of Chhota Udaipur
and Ahmedabad Rural dis-
tricts Gujarat; SSP of
Pathankot, Fazilka, Jalandhar
Rural and Malerkotla districts
in Punjab.
Similarly, DM of Dhenkanal
and SPs of Deogarh and
Cuttack Rural districts in
Odisha have also been removed
along with DM of Purba
Medinipur, Jhargram, Purba
Bardhaman and Birbhum dis-
tricts of West Bengal.  Under
the directive, all respective
state governments have been
instructed to promptly transfer
non-encadred officers from
their current roles as DM and
SP/SSP, with immediate effect,
and submit a compliance
report to the Commission.
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The Udhampur-Kathua Lok
Sabha constituency from

where MoS PMO Dr Jitendra
Singh Thursday filed his nom-
ination papers, for the first
phase of polling on April 19, is
set to witness a triangular con-
test after the induction of
Choudhary Lal Singh in the
Congress party.
The Congress party, so far,
has not finalized the name of
the party candidate for the
seat but as per the grapevine,
Choudhary Lal Singh is expect-
ed to throw his hat in the poll
arena to resurrect his political
image. He tasted defeat and fig-
ured at the number 4 position
in the tally of total votes polled
in the 2019 Lok Sabha seat.
Ghulam Nabi Azad-led
Democratic Progressive Azad
Party is also keen on fielding
senior party leader GM Saroori
while the National Conference
has decided to support the
Congress candidate as part of
their understanding in the
INDIA bloc.
To begin with, Dr Jitendra
Singh is in the commanding
position.
After filing the nomination

papers in the office of the
Returning Officer, Kathua, Dr
Singh listed out a long list of
achievements highlighting
developmental projects and
welfare schemes that benefitted
the common masses on ground
zero. The other candidates,
who are likely to contest the
seat, have to work hard in the
coming days to give a tough
fight to the sitting MP. Union
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat along with the wife
of Dr Jitendra Singh accompa-
nied him to the office of the
Returning Officer.
In 2019 Lok Sabha polls Dr
Jitendra Singh garnered  7.24
lakh votes (61.24 percent
votes) defeating  Vikramaditya
Singh of the Congress party
with a sizable margin of over
3.52 lakh votes.  Lal Singh had
managed to secure a total
number of 19049 votes (1.61
percent).
Before filing the nomination
papers, Dr Singh also took out
a rally that saw the participa-
tion of Dalip Singh Rana,
better known as ‘The Great
Khali’ for his exploits in the
World Wrest l ing
Entertainment, and BJP J&K
chief Ravinder Raina.
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Smelling politics the
Trinamool Congress on

Thursday swung into action
after a man apprehending
extradition in the wake of the
implementation of Citizenship
Amendment Act committed
suicide.
TMC general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee swiftly sent
a five-member team compris-
ing senior party leaders includ-
ing minister Shashi Panja,
Kunal Ghosh and others “to
remain by the side of the
aggrieved family”--- and appar-
ently to take control of the sit-
uation --- while CPI(M) central
committee member Sujan
Chakrabarty said his party
would “immediately take up the
issue”.
Debashis Sengupta a resident of
Netaji Nagar committed suicide
at his maternal uncle's place at
Subhas Gram off Sonarpur in
southern suburbs of in Kolkata,
local TMC councilor Arup
Chakrabarty said adding the
man was disturbed for the past
some days wondering whether
he would be thrown out of the
country or whether he would be
sent to jail like it was in Assam.

The man's aunt said, "he lives
with my eighty-year-old father
and is the sole bread-winner of
the family … he was quite dis-
turbed because his Aadhar and
voters cards were not in order
and other documents too were
not in place as our father being
an old and less educated man
had misplaced some of them."
Sengupta had been glued to
newspaper or TV news saying
for the past few days that being
someone who has no property
and no proper document how
he would prove his citizenship,
police said quoting the family
that "the victim's father had
migrated to India 60-7- years
ago" and Debashis was born in
India. When asked, his mater-
nal aunt said he had no birth
certificate as in those days
there were none issued.
"I have asked my party to
remain by the side of the fam-
ily in grief … this is the begin-
ning and today's sad incident
shows what negative impact the
CAA is capable of … this is not
only unconstitutional but also
inhuman and should be
protested tooth and nail,"
Banerjee said adding his party
would never let CAA or NRC
happen in Bengal.
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The divine ambience creat-
ed by the serene rendering

of Carnatic music has given
way to a high pitched cacoph-
ony following the decision of
Madras Music Academy at
Chennai to honour TM
Krishna, well known musi-
cian,  with the Sangita
Kalanidhi Award for 2024.
Aficionados were shocked by
the move by Music Academy,
one of the oldest cultural
institutions in the city, to
honour Krishna who they
allege have slandered, insult-
ed and humiliated the icons of
Carnatic music starting from
Saint Thyagaraja to MS
Subbulakshmi, the diva of
Indian classical music.
"TM Krishna, through his
write-ups and speeches, has
slandered the Carnatic musi-
cians who are adored,
admired and loved by con-
noisseurs of music. He is
nowhere near the great mae-
stros of Carnatic music like
MSS, D K Pattammal etc,"
said R Ananthanarayanan,
honorary secretary, Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan, Puthucode,
who is engaged in the prop-

agation of Sanskrit, Vedic
Science and Carnatic Music.

GenerationNext artists,
shocked by the derogatory
comments made by Krishna
decided to return the Sangita
Kalanidhi Award conferred
on them by Music Academy.
The artists include Chitravina
Ravikiran (winner of 2017
award) and Ranjani-Gayatri
who declared that they were
withdrawing from Music
Academy's 2024 conference
when the Sangita Kalanidhi
award would be conferred
on Krishna.
The duo of Srikrishna Mohan
and Ramkumar Mohan
(known as Trichur Brothers)
scheduled to perform on
December 19 at  Music
Academy too made it known
that they would not partici-
pate in an event which was

being presided over by
Krishna. "He believes and
propagates a value system
that is diametrically opposite
to our core values. To partic-
ipate in a conference presided
over by Krishna would make
us outright hypocrites in our
own eyes,"  said Trichur
Brothers in a release.
The root cause of the latest

controversy is an interview
given by Krishna to an evan-
gelist-Maoist periodical in
2015 where he described MS
Subbulakshmi as the greatest
hoax of the 20th century. 
"It was packaging and mar-

ket ing that  made MS
Subbulakshmi the global face
and voice of Carnatic music ;
her music was otherwise
intrinsical ly hollow and
lacked stuff. She was stage
managed," said Krishna in
the article. 
He also belittled the people

who considered MS as a
divine star and questioned
their credentials to make such
a comment. It was eight years
after the demise of the diva he
wrote this article for the said
magazine which had a track
record of publishing fabricat-
ed and fictitious stories mas-
queraded as reports.
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Congress on Thursday
released its third list of 56

candidates for the upcoming
Lok Sabha polls, fielding Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury from
Berhampore, party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge's son-in-
law Radhakrishna from
Gulbarga and former Union
minister Sushilkumar Shinde's
daughter Praniti Shinde from
Solapur.
The Congress has left the Sikar
Lok Sabha constituency in
Rajasthan for the Communist
Party of India (Marxist). With
this, the party has declared a
total of 138 candidates for the
polls.
In its third list, the Congress
declared candidates for two
seats in Arunachal Pradesh, 11
in Gujarat, 17 in Karnataka,
seven in Maharashtra, five in
Rajasthan, five in Telangana,
eight in West Bengal and one
in Puducherry.
Former Arunachal Pradesh
chief minister Nabam Tuki has
been fielded from Arunachal
West. In Gujarat, the party
has named Sonal Patel from
Gandhinagar, Prabhaben
Taviyad from Dahod (ST) and
Nilesh Kumbani from Surat,
among others.In Karnataka, it
has fielded Priyanka Jarkiholi
from Chikkodi, Radhakrishna
from Gulbarga (SC), Vinod
Asooti from Dharwad, M
Rajeev Gowda from Bangalore
North, Sowmya Reddy from
Bangalore South and Mansoor
Ali Khan from Bangalore
Central, among others.
The party has again fielded
Chowdhury from Berhampore,
setting up the much-antici-
pated clash between the veter-
an Congress leader and crick-
eter-turned-politician Yusuf
Pathan, who has been fielded
by the ruling Trinamool
Congress (TMC) in West
Bengal.Also, the Congress has
fielded Isha Khan Choudhury,
son of Abu Hasem Khan
Choudhury, from Maldaha
Dakshin. Abu Hasem Khan
Choudhury is the incumbent
MP from the seat. 
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“Defreeze our accounts to
ensure a level playing field in
polls,” Kharge demanded.
The three senior leaders
were flanked by Congress
general secretary Jairam
Ramesh and AICC treasurer
Ajay Maken at the Press
conference.
Sources said eight of the 11
accounts of the party are
frozen. Rahul said 20 per
cent of India votes for the
Congress which is not even
able to pay Rs 2 for anything.
“We have already lost a
month. We are unable to get
slots for advertising, we are
unable to put advertisements
in newspapers, so what sort
of democracy is this,” he
said.
Sonia said the issue being
taken up today is “very, very
serious” and affects not just
the Congress but “impacts
our democracy itself most
fundamentally”. 
“A systematic effort is
underway by the Prime
Minister to cripple the
Indian National Congress
financially. Funds collected

from the public are being
frozen, and money from our
accounts is being taken away
forcibly,” she said.
“However, even under these
most challenging
circumstances, we are doing
our best to maintain the
effectiveness of our election
campaign,” she said. “On the
one hand, there is the
electoral bond issue, which
has been declared
unconstitutional by the
Supreme Court. The electoral
bonds have benefitted the
BJP hugely. On the other
hand, the finances of the
principal Opposition party,
the INC, are under a
determined assault,” she said.
This is truly unprecedented,
Sonia said.
Terming the freezing of
accounts a criminal action
against the Congress by the
Prime Minister and the
Home Minister, Rahul said
there is no democracy in
India today and the idea that
India is the world’s largest
democracy is a complete lie.  
“There are institutions that
are supposed to protect the
democratic framework but

nothing is happening,” he
said.
Kharge appealed to
constitutional bodies to
allow the Congress to access
bank accounts if they want
free and fair polls and added
that holding fair polls is
essential. The party in
power, he said, amassed
funds through electoral
bonds while freezing the
Congress’ accounts to create
hurdles for it in fighting
polls.
“Those in power should not
have direct or indirect
control over constitutional
bodies,” he said, adding that
those in power should not
have monopoly over
resources. “The BJP has
looted donations given to the
Congress party by the
common public by freezing
our accounts and forcibly
withdrawing Rs 115.32 crore
from them,” Maken alleged.
“It has been orchestrated to
cripple us in the elections.
Even if our bank accounts
are unfrozen today, a huge
amount of damage has been
done to Indian democracy,”
Rahul claimed.

From Page 1

“The Congress part time
leaders say India being a
democracy is a lie — may I
remind them that India was not
a democracy only for a few
months between 1975 and
1977 and that time the PM of
India was none other than
Indira Gandhi,” he said.
BJP leader and former Union
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
accused former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi of
lying on the issue and also
targeted Sonia, saying both of
them shamed Indian
democracy globally with their
“irresponsible” comments.
Prasad said the Congress did
not file income tax returns in
time, leading to the freezing of
its accounts. The Opposition
party did not get any judicial
relief and has now gone to the
Supreme Court, he said,
accusing Congress leaders of
lying over the issue. He said the
Congress was even pulled up
by the High Court over the
issue. “We wish the Congress
well and our gentle advice to
the party is the more you allow
Rahul to speak the more
ground you lose,” Prasad said.
If people don’t want to vote for
the Congress, the BJP cannot
help it, he said

From Page 1
Qwik Supply Chain Private
Ltd, a little-known company
with a registered address at
Navi Mumbai’s Dhirubhai
Ambani Knowledge City
(DAKC) and having links to
Reliance Industries, is
described as a manufacturer
of warehouses and storage
units, and gave no money to
any other political party.
The BJP was the major
receiver of funds from big
corporate groups like
Vedanta, Bharti Airtel,
Muthoot, Bajaj Auto, Jindal
group and TVS Motor.
Electoral bond purchases and
donations by Qwik Supply
accounted for Rs 1,368 crore

of Future Gaming and Hotel
Services-another little-known
lottery company-and Rs 966
crore of Hyderabad-based
Megha Engineering & Infra. 
Qwik Supply bought electoral
bonds worth Rs 360 crore in
2021-22 to donate to political
parties. Despite this, its net
profit for the same year was
only Rs 21.72 crore. It
purchased an additional Rs 50
crore worth of bonds in 2023-
24.
Honeywell Properties Private
Ltd purchased bonds worth Rs
30 crore on April 8, 2021, and
allocated all of them to the
BJP. Two separate lists of
donors and recipients were
published by the poll panel on
its website after receiving the
details from the State Bank of
India earlier in the day,
following a Supreme Court
order. 
The Election Commission
said it uploaded the electoral
bond data on its website as

received from SBI, on an ‘as is
where is’ basis.
The new details show the
name of the purchaser of the
bond, its denomination and
specific number, the name of
the party that encashed it, the
last four digits of the bank
account number of political
parties that redeemed the
bond and the denomination
and unique number of the
bond encashed. 
What was missing were the
hidden alphanumeric codes
on bonds that can help match
donors with parties -- a
section that has caused huge
concern about the end to the
anonymity promised by the
Government. 
The codes can be seen only
under ultraviolet light.
Details from earlier lists have
revealed Future Gaming and
Hotel Services PR, Megha
Engineering & Infrastructures
Ltd, Qwik Supply Chain Pvt
Ltd, Vedanta and Bharti

Group among the top donors.
The top recipient was the BJP,
followed by Trinamool
Congress, Congress and the
BRS.
It also appeared that some
South parties, including
DMK, AIADMK and JD(S)
have sent information about
the donors to the Election
Commission.
The bank had earlier given
two lists to the Commission,
which were released on the
poll panel’s website on March
14. They contained
information on donors, the
bonds purchased and their
dates, political parties and the
bonds they encashed.
Earlier, the State Bank of India
told the Supreme Court that it
has provided the Election
Commission all details of
electoral bonds, including the
unique bond number that
would reveal the link between
the purchaser and the
recipient political party. 

From Page 1
Speaker Goel said there was such heavy deployment of security personnel outside Kejriwal’s
residence that it seemed as if “they had come to wage a war against Pakistan”.
“Our stand is clear. The whole party wants that he will run the government from jail,” he told
reporters.
Media persons who were present outside the residence were also asked to step out of the lane.
AAP workers protested and raised slogans against the ED.
BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra slammed protests by AAP leaders and supporters following their
leader’s arrest, and said the drama amounts to a “celebration of corruption”. Neither people nor
courts will accept this, Patra said, adding, “Kejriwal, you are corrupt. People of Delhi and people
of India know you are corrupt.”
Noting that Kejriwal was served many summonses by the Enforcement Directorate, the BJP
leader said the arrest has followed a protracted course of action. Reiterating the BJP’s charges
against the Delhi chief minister, Patra asked why the Kejriwal government gave the excise policy
its nod without the approval of its Cabinet and then scrapped it overnight.
“Cartelisation was allowed, liquor manufacturers were allowed in wholesale and black-listed
firms were allowed in the business at a huge cost to the exchequer,” the BJP spokesperson
alleged.
He is reaping what he showed, Patra said.
“It is but natural that if you have evaded the law of the land, ultimately the law will catch up with
you,” he said. Despite all the drama and protests by their supporters, various other AAP leaders
arrested in the case, including Manish Sisodia and Sanjay Singh, have not got any relief from the
courts they approached, Patra added.
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The decade-long rivalry
between the AAP led by

Arvind Kejriwal and the BJP
ruling at the Centre reached a
crescendo on Thursday with
the arrest of the Delhi chief
minister by the ED in an excise
policy-linked money launder-
ing case.
The tussle between the two
sides began with their almost
simultaneous rise to power
with the BJP led by Narendra
Modi receiving a massive man-
date in the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls and the AAP forming the
government in Delhi with a
historic victory a year later by
winning 67 assembly seats out
of 70.
Even before this, Kejriwal, after
a brief stint as chief minister of
Delhi in 2013, challenged Modi
in a much publicised contest
from Varanasi in the 2014 Lok
Sabha polls, setting the stage for
a rivalry that has continued
over the years.
Speaking in Delhi Assembly in
February this year, Kejriwal,
who is also the AAP national
convener, asserted that the
AAP is "the biggest threat" to
the BJP and vowed to liberate
the country from it in the

2029 Lok Sabha polls.
The confrontations between
the Kejriwal government and
the Centre over governance
related matters assumed polit-
ical overtones and blame-game
with both the AAP and the BJP
joining their respective sides.
The Aam Aadmi Party dis-
pensation since coming to
power in Delhi in 2015 has
been involved in frequent run-
ins with the office of lieu-
tenant governor.
It began with the Kejriwal gov-
ernment confronting the then
Lt Governor Najeeb Jung over
the issues of control over Anti
Corruption Branch, transfer
and posting of senior officers,
and movement of official files,
just after coming to power.
The AAP vociferously attacked
Jung, who formed a three-
member committee headed by
former Comptroller and
Auditor General of India V K
Shunglu to look into 400 files
of the Delhi government. 
Another controversy erupted
when Jung appointed an IAS
officer chief secretary who was
asked by Kejriwal not to take
charge and even locked his
office over the matter.
The tussle between the AAP
dispensation and the LG office

continued even after Jung
resigned in December 2016
and former Union home sec-
retary Anil Baijal replaced him.
Baijal's more than five-year
tenure as Delhi LG witnessed
numerous face-offs, the most

remarkable being Chief
Minister Kejriwal accompa-
nied by his cabinet colleagues
staging a dharna inside Raj
Niwas in 2018, alleging that city
bureaucrats were not listening
to the ministers.

The AAP dispensation also
clashed with Baijal over
appointment of special public
prosecutors for trial of cases
related to Delhi riots in 2020
and anti-CAA protests. 
In July 2021, the then deputy

chief minister Manish Sisodia
objected to Baijal holding
meetings with officers and
instructing them on works that
directly came under the
purview of the elected govern-
ment.

A more bitter face-off ensued
after incumbent Lt Governor V
K Saxena took charge in May
2022.  Within two months,
Saxena recommended a CBI
probe into alleged irregularities
and procedural lapses in for-
mulation and execution of the
Kejriwal government's excise
policy 2021-22.
This opened up an altogether
new chapter of fraught relations
between the AAP dispensation
and the other side, with the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
arresting Sisodia and party
MP Sanjay Singh in connection
with the alleged liquor scam.
After the ED's summonses to
Kejriwal in connection with the
excise policy linked money
laundering case and also in a
separate case related to Delhi
Jal Board (DJB), the AAP has
sharpened its attack on the BJP
and its government at the
Centre.
The AAP leadership has
accused the BJP of trying to
break the party by sending the
Delhi chief minister behind the
bars and toppling his govern-
ment in Delhi. 
The BJP, on the other hand, is
having a field day slamming
AAP and Kejriwal over alleged
corruption in the Delhi gov-

ernment.
The Delhi LG empowered by
implementation of
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(Amendment) Act in August
2023, has assumed a more
proactive role in governance
related matters evoking strong
protests by the Kejriwal gov-
ernment and AAP.
The power tussle between the
Kejriwal government and the
Centre has its genesis in a
notification issued by the
Ministry of Home Affairs in
May 2015, stipulating Delhi LG
will have jurisdiction in ser-
vices, public order, police and
land matters. 
The notification paved the way
for a long legal battle between
the two sides in the Delhi
High Court as well as the
Supreme Court. The Supreme
Court on May 11, 2023, ruled
in favour of the Delhi govern-
ment extending its executive
powers over the services mat-
ters involving transfer and
posting of senior officers.
Within days of SC verdict, the
BJP-led Centre brought an
ordinance that was later on
turned into an Act restoring
power balance in favour of its
representative LG. 

Kejriwal arrest: Decade long AAP, BJP tussle reaches its crescendo 
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Amid chants of 'Jai Bhim,'
'Bharat Mata Ki Jai,' and 'Lal

Salam', candidates vying for
president's post in the upcom-
ing JNU students' union elec-
tions, delivered passionate
speeches on national and inter-
national issues, including the
violence in Manipur and the
electoral bonds.  A large crowd
of students gathered at the
Jhelum Lawn on Wednesday
night to witness the highly antic-
ipated presidential debate, set-
ting the tone for the JNUSU
polls scheduled for March 22.
Retired Supreme Court Justice
V Ramasubramanian presided
over the debate to ensure fair-
ness and transparency. He was
appointed by the Delhi High
Court as an observer for this
year's JNUSU elections last
week. The student union’s polls
will be held on March 22 and
results will be declared on March
24.
A large crowd of students gath-
ered at the Jhelum Lawn, amid
the sound of ‘dhols' and trum-
pets, in the campus to witness
the highly anticipated presi-
dential debate, setting the tone
for the JNUSU polls scheduled
for March 22, which has not
been held since four years,

delayed due to Covid-19 and not
held thereafter.
Women safety on campus, open-
ing new hostels, turning the
health centre to a hospital,
increasing the stipend amounts
and improving opportunities
for Bahujan community student
– these were some of the promis-
es made by the candidates at the
presidential debate for
Jawaharlal Nehru University
Students Union (JNSU) polls,
ahead of the March 22 students
union polls. They also raised
university-related issues in their
appeal to voters.
The United Left Alliance’s pres-
idential candidate Dhananjay
initiated his speech with 'Lal
Salam' and raised concerns
about the increased fees due to
Higher Education Funding
Agency (HEFA) loans taken by
universities.

He also raised the issue of
unemployment, commerciali-
sation of education through the
entry of foreign universities in
India, among other issues while
pledging to tackle water, health,
and infrastructure related issues
on campus and demanded the
release of student leaders
detained under sedition charges.
Meanwhile, the main contender
of the left parties, whose candi-
date Aishe Ghosh won in 2019,
RSS-affiliated ABVP's presi-
dential candidate, Umesh
Chandra Ajmira, expressed con-
fidence of a victory in the polls.
He highlighted the develop-
ments under the student outfit's
governance and its efforts in
advocating for student rights.
Congress’ student outfit NSUI's
candidate Junaid Raza and an
Ambedkarite student union
BAPSA's Biswajit Minji also
delivered impassioned speech-
es, criticising both the left and
right-wing groups and appealed
to the students community to
vote for them.
Aradhana Yadav, from the
Samajwadi Party's student wing
Samajwadi Chhatra Sabha and
the only female presidential
candidate, began the debate
speaking on the issues of cam-
pus safety, discrimination against
women, among others. 
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While the celebration of
the festival of colors

‘Holi’ is deeply rooted in
Indian culture and tradition,
it has gained popularity and
recognition beyond India's
borders. The Korean com-
munity is no exception as was
evident at the Korean Cultural
Centre India (KCCI) here on
March 20, where the vibrant
hues of India’s festival of col-
ors were embraced with much
fervor and joy.
Amidst the rhythmic beats of
traditional Indian music and
the jubilant laughter of partic-
ipants, Korean students and
staff, alongside their Indian
counterparts, came together
to participate in the festivities.
The air was filled with excite-
ment as they applied vivid col-
ors on each other, marking the
onset of their first Holi expe-
rience for many Korean citi-
zens.
They danced to popular Holi
songs such as “Rang Barse” and
“Balam Pichkari”. To add a
Korean twist to the celebra-
tions, songs such as “Gangnam
Style” by Psy and “That That”
by artists Psy and Suga were
also played and danced upon.
The highlight of the event was
the collective effort to delve

deeper into Indian traditions
through culinary exploration,
with Gujiya, a quintessential
Indian sweet associated with
Holi festivities seemed to be
everybody’s choice. Guided by
skil led chefs ,  Umesh
Chaudhary and Kishan, par-
ticipants had hands-on expe-
rience to prepare the Indian
culinary heritage.
A group of 25 students, all of
them enrolled in the Korean
language class that is taught at
the KCCI, enthusiastically
participated in the event. The
joyous occasion also saw six
Korean language lecturers,
Korean and Indian staff mem-
bers celebrate the festival of
colours with a lot of fervour.
Once everyone was soaked in
the colours of Holi, the staff
and the students of KCCI were
divided into eight groups. 
The participants were first
explained about the signifi-
cance of the festival of Holi and
were told about the tradition-
al practice of making ‘gujiya’
during the Holi festivities. This
was to give them a chance to
understand Indian culture bet-
ter. After that, the in-house
chefs did a live demonstration
for the participants and
explained the significance of
each ingredient that goes into
making the ‘gujiya’.
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The arrest of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal

Thursday night could not have
come at a worse time for the
Aam Aadmi Party, which is
already grappling with the
absence of its top leadership
from action The party is eye-
ing at expanding its footprint
across the country and has tied
up with the Congress to con-
test the Lok Sabha polls against
the BJP in Delhi, Haryana
and Gujarat.
Kejriwal is the fulcrum of the
party's Lok Sabha campaign
and its star campaigner. The
party is already feeling the
pinch of the absence of its
senior leaders like Manish
Sisodia, Satyendar Jain and
Sanjay Singh. Now the arrest
of Kejriwal has landed the rul-
ing party of Delhi in the dol-
drums.
On earlier occasions, when-
ever this question rose, the
party maintained a tough
stance saying it will fight it out,
but there is no denying the fact
that AAP's think tank won't
find it easy to wriggle out of
this problem.
The party's campaign in Delhi,

where it is contesting on four
seats and in Gujarat, where it
has fielded candidates on two
seats,  is centred around
Kejriwal. In Delhi, the party's
campaign is titled, 'Sansad
Mein Bhi Kejriwal, Toh Dilli
Hogi Aur Khush Haal' while in
Gujarat, it is being run as
'Gujarat Mein Bhi Kejriwal'.
In Punjab, while the cam-
paign is centred around state
chief minister Bhagwant
Mann, Kejriwal had been fre-
quently travelling to the state,

where the AAP is contesting
all the 13 seats without an
alliance with Congress.
At a press conference on
March 19, Delhi Cabinet min-
ister Saurabh Bharadwaj had
alleged that there was a con-
spiracy to arrest Kejriwal since
his questions were making
the BJP uncomfortable.
Inevitably, a question arose, 'If
Kejriwal is arrested, how will
the party's Lok Sabha cam-
paign proceed in his absence?'
Earlier this week, Bharadwaj

said that "The face will be
Arvind Kejriwal. He is the only
face that people trust and
love. The strategy will be
formed once we reach that
stage."
Before Kejriwal's arrest, the
party, somewhere, at the back
of its mind, was also hoping
that he is not arrested consid-
ering his mass appeal and
popularity, especially among
the people of Delhi.
"The BJP also has a fear that
their plan to arrest Kejriwal
might backfire. Kejriwal's
arrest could lead people to
revolt against the BJP in the
polls," a senior party leader
had said when Kejriwal was
being issued multiple sum-
monses by the ED in an excise
policy linked money launder-
ing case. Not only does
Kejriwal's arrest threaten to
derail the party's Lok Sabha
campaign, it could have long
standing repercussions on
governance in Delhi and the
Assembly polls next year.
For now, the party is main-
taining a brave face and saying,
'Ladenge, Jeetenge' but the
truth is that a bumpy road in
the coming days awaits the 12-
year-old party.
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The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
alleged on Thursday that

there was a "huge conspiracy"
behind Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal's arrest ahead
of the Lok Sabha polls and
accused the BJP of stooping to
any level to make him bow
down.
The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) arrested Kejriwal from his
residence here on Thursday
evening, officials said, shortly
after the high court refused to
grant the AAP leader protection
from coercive action in an
excise policy-linked money-
laundering case.

Delhi ministers Saurabh
Bharadwaj, Atishi and other
AAP leaders and workers gath-
ered outside the chief minister's
residence.
Security was beefed up around
Kejriwal's Civil Lines residence
in the evening with the deploy-
ment of Rapid Action Force

(RAF) and Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) units, along
with Delhi Police personnel, as
ED officials reached there.
The leaders and workers raised
slogans like "AAP zindabad",
"Arvind Kejriwal zindabad" and
"Arvind bhai tum sangharsh
karo, hum tumhare sath hain".
"This entire episode shows how
scared Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is of Kejriwal. He has
hatched a conspiracy to send
him to jail before the Lok Sabha
election," Atishi told reporters.
She alleged that the ED has
become a "political tool" of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). "It
is no longer an independent
agency. It has become a politi-
cal tool. Modi knows that if
there is any alternative to him
in the country, it is only
Kejriwal. Delhi's residents con-
sider Kejriwal as their family
member and that is why Modi
is scared," Atishi said.
In a series of posts on X, the
AAP said: "ED reached the
house of Delhi's son

@ArvindKejriwal! BJP should
know that it is trying to move
the mountain in whose support
the entire country stands today.
The people of Delhi are watch-
ing everything. No one will sit
silent today."
Using the hashtag
#IstandWithKejriwal, it said,
"The BJP can stoop down to any
level to make Arvind Kejriwal
bow down. The people of the
country including entire Delhi
are standing with their hero
Arvind Kejriwal today. This
dictatorship of yours will not
last. And a Kejriwal will emerge
from every house." Bharadwaj
said the ED carried out search-
es at Kejriwal's residence.
"No one in CM house has
access to phone now. More
police force has arrived. All
preparations for arrest of Arvind
Kejriwal ji are being made," he
said in a series of posts on X.
Bharadwaj also shared a video
of police placing barricades
outside the chief minister's res-
idence.

"Media has also been removed
from outside Kejriwalji's resi-
dence. Why? If you want to
arrest, then do it openly," he said
in another post on the
microblogging platform. AAP's
Rajya Sabha MP Raghav
Chadha said Kejriwal has the
blessings of crores of people.
"Just before the Lok Sabha elec-
tion, a big conspiracy is on to
arrest Arvind Kejriwal ji.... The
wonderful work done in Delhi
and Punjab is being discussed all
over the world. You can arrest
Kejriwal's body but not
Kejriwal's thinking," he said in
a post in Hindi on X.
Delhi Assembly Speaker Ram
Niwas Goel, who was also pre-
sent outside Kejriwal's resi-
dence, said everyone is in agree-
ment over the fact that the chief
minister will run the govern-
ment from inside the jail.Delhi
Mayor Shelly Oberoi echoed
similar sentiments as other
AAP leaders and said "it is a
political conspiracy and the
residents of the city love him"
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From leading the 'India
Against Corruption' move-

ment to becoming the chief
minister of Delhi thrice in a
row, Arvind Kejriwal, arrested
by the Enforcement Directorate
on Thursday, has had a che-
quered career as a bureaucrat-
turned-activist-turned-politi-
cian.
Kejriwal's arrest comes at a
time when his Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) is making a seri-
ous foray into electoral politics
through a tie-up with its oppo-
sition INDIA bloc partner
Congress for the Lok Sabha
polls in Delhi, Haryana and
Gujarat.
The 55-year-old AAP nation-
al convener's arrest may have
serious repercussions on the
poll fortunes of the party since
he has been at the centre of its
plans and strategy for the Lok
Sabha election.
In his absence, the party stares
at uncertainty as many of its
other senior leaders are either
in jail or in political obscurity.
His trusted aides -- Sanjay
Singh and Manish Sisodia --
are in prison in connection
with the excise policy case,
while another trusted aide
Satyendar Jain is in jail in a sep-
arate money laundering case.
An IIT graduate, Kejriwal first
led AAP to form the govern-
ment in Delhi in 2013 with out-
side support from the
Congress. He faced off with
former Delhi chief minister
Sheila Dikshit in the New Delhi
constituency and defeated her
by a margin of 22,000 votes in
his poll debut. But the Aam
Aadmi Party-Congress gov-
ernment lasted only 49 days as
Kejriwal resigned since he was
unable to pass the Jan Lokpal
Bill in the Delhi Assembly.
Buoyed by the party's electoral
gains in its first-ever elections
in Delhi, Kejriwal announced

his decision to face off with the
BJP's Narendra Modi in the
2014 Lok Sabha elections from
Varanasi, only to face a crush-
ing defeat.
The next year, Kejriwal led
AAP to victory on 67 seats in
the national capital, restricting
the BJP, which was riding the
Modi wave, to only three seats
while the Congress drew a
blank. In the run-up to the
2015 Assembly polls, he had
constantly apologised for his
actions during the 49-day
tenure in 2013 and promised
not to quit again.
Emerging from the anti-cor-
ruption movement of 2011,
AAP was founded in the
national capital by Kejriwal
and his closest associates on
Gandhi Jayanti (October 2)
the next year.
Within a short span of 12
years, Kejriwal has single-
handedly led AAP's rise as the
third largest national party of
the country, following the BJP
and the Congress, having its
footprints not only in Delhi and
Punjab but also in faraway
Gujarat and Goa.
Kejriwal, who was challenged
by politicians during his 'India
Against Corruption' days to
take a plunge into active poli-
tics to taste realpolitik, man-
aged to keep issues like health,
education, water and electric-
ity supply as the core of his pol-
itics and governance, even as
his detractors slammed him for
giving up on his promise for
Lokpal.

Kejriwal, who rose to promi-
nence as an activist riding on
the widespread public anger
over big-ticket corruption
charges on the then Congress-
led UPA regime in 2011, still
maintains the streak, slam-
ming politicians over the dilap-
idated condition of health and
education in the country.
In his over a decade-long polit-
ical journey, Kejriwal has
shown a variety of moves, be it
joining the INDIA bloc of
opposition parties, whose lead-
ers he earlier slammed over
corruption issues, or adopting
a "soft Hindutva" approach
exemplified by his free pil-
grimage scheme and the recent
chanting of "Jai Sri Ram" slo-
gans in the Delhi Assembly.
Once he had demanded to put
photos of Ganesha and
Lakshmi on currency notes
for the economic prosperity of
the country.
AAP's claim of pursuing cor-
ruption-free governance and
alternative politics receives a
big dent as Kejriwal goes to jail
in connection with the liquor
scam case.
While defending Sisodia, Singh
and Satyendar Jain, Kejriwal
used to call corruption "trea-
son" and assert that AAP fol-
lows the path shown by Bhagat
Singh.The arrest of Kejriwal in
a corruption case is indeed a
big departure from his earlier
persona as an AAP leader
holding a 14-day fast in 2013 to
put pressure on the then Sheila
Dikshit government for action
over "inflated" water and elec-
tricity bills.
Having positioned himself
among the top politicians in the
country, Kejriwal has come a
long way in a relatively short
span of his political journey
that began as a thin, bespecta-
cled, muffler-clad leader of a
fledgling party around 2014-15
that earned him the "muffler-
man" nickname. 
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	��������� BJP Delhi president Virendra
Sachdeva and former president MLA
Vijender Gupta accused the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Government of protecting sex-
ual assault accused Dr Salim Sheikh, an
Assistant Professor at Dr Baba Saheb
Ambedkar Memorial College and Hospital.
Gupta said the incident, reported to have
occurred on January 31, was brought to the
immediate attention of Dr. Ishwar Singh, the

Principal of the College. Despite this, the
necessary action has been glaringly delayed. 
The Chief Secretary recommended the removal
of Dr Singh on February 14, forwarding the file
to Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal for his
approval. Nevertheless, the file has been pend-
ing since then, with no action taken despite sev-
eral reminders, pointing at how the Delhi gov-
ernment is trying to protect the accused, he
said. SR
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Simple interventions like hel-
met usage, seatbelt compli-

ance, installing good quality
airbags in vehicles, protective
balcony features to safeguard
kids from falling can go a
long way in cutting down
traumatic brain injuries which
at present is taking a fatal toll
on 2 lakh lives while requiring
nearly 10 lakh people to under-
go rehabilitation services in
India, country’s top neurosur-
geons said.
“Wearing helmets while riding
or pillion riding, using seat
belts in front and rear seats and
high quality airbags in vehicles
can help the driver and occu-
pants tremendously,”  Dr Daljit
Singh, Neurosurgeon, Head
of Department at the Super
Specialty hospital, GB Pant
Hospital, Delhi on the occasion
of the World  Head Injury
Awareness Day on March 20,
2024.

He stressed that despite cau-
tious driving, the unpredictable
nature of speeding vehicles
poses a constant threat, mak-
ing protective gear essential for
all road users.
Dr Krish Sridhar, Professor
Neurosurgery, Kauvery
Hospital,  Radial Road,
Chennai, echoed similar con-
cerns and suggestions while

driving even as Dr Deepak
Gupta, neurosurgeon from
AIIMS, Delhi drew attention to
the alarming rate of children
sustaining brain injury from
balcony falls, underscoring the
urgency of implementing pro-
tective measures in residential
areas.
A recent report by AIIMS
Trauma Centre, Delhi too has

revealed that 74 kids were
brought to the hospital
between October 2022 and
April 2023 who had fallen
from a balcony and suffered
severe brain injury. Falls from
balconies constituted 60% of all
cases of children falling from
a height, requiring hospital
attention.
Dr Roopesh Kumar, a consul-
tant neurosurgeons called
upon women riding two-
wheelers as well as pillion rid-
ers to strictly ensure wearing
helmets for their safety. The
experts stated that head
injuries disproportionately
affect the economically
deprived, younger population
(ages 20–45 years), and carry
a heavy economic burden due
to lost productive days. A
qualitative study performed
in 2021 identified several fac-
tors that contributed to the
large burden of road traffic
related TBI—namely, the lack
of public awareness about road
safety, limited helmet use,

motorway infrastructure, min-
imal law enforcement, unavail-
ability of pre-hospital care,
and inadequate neurosurgical
capacity in hospitals.
These incidents can be avoid-
ed if people adopt simple pre-
ventive strategies like wearing
seatbelts and helmets respec-
tively while using a car or two
wheelers, said Dr Manjul
Tripathi, neurosurgeon from
PGIMER, Chandigarh.
Adding to the discussion, Dr.
Manjul Tripathi, a prominent
neurosurgeon from PGIMER,
Chandigarh, highlighted the
multifaceted nature of the
problem, citing factors such as
limited public awareness, inad-
equate infrastructure, and
enforcement of safety regula-
tions. He also  stressed that the
adoption of simple preventive
measures, such as seatbelt and
helmet usage, could substan-
tially reduce the incidence of
road traffic-related TBIs and
their associated economic bur-
dens.
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Smoking has long been asso-
ciated with weight manage-

ment due to its appetite-sup-
pressing effects. However, the
detrimental health conse-
quences of smoking far out-
weigh any perceived benefits, a
recent research has suggested,
highlighting that smoking,
while potentially suppressing
appetite, can lead to the accu-
mulation of unhealthy abdom-
inal fat, particularly visceral fat,
which is linked to serious
health risks such as heart dis-
ease, diabetes, stroke, and
dementia.
Visceral fat is hard to see; you
can have a flat stomach and still
have unhealthy amounts of it,
raising your risk of serious ill-
ness, said the researchers at the
NNF Center for Basic
Metabolic Research, University
of Copenhagen as they used a

form of statistical analysis
called Mendelian randomiza-
tion (MR) to determine
whether smoking causes an
increase in abdominal fat.
MR combines the results from
different genetic studies to
look for causal relationships
between an exposure (in this
case, smoking) and outcome
(increased abdominal fat). This
new study combined multiple
genetic results from European
ancestry studies of smoking
exposures and measures of
body fat distribution (e.g.,
waist-hip ratio and waist and
hip circumferences).
The two underlying European
ancestry studies were large in
scale:  the smoking study
looked at 1.2 million people
who started smoking and over
450,000 lifetime smokers, and
the body fat distribution study
included over 600,000 people. 
First, the researchers used pre-
vious genetic studies to identi-

fy which genes are linked to
smoking habits and body fat
distribution. Second, they used
this genetic information to
determine whether people with
genes associated with smoking
tend to have different body fat
distributions. Finally, they
accounted for other influences,
such as alcohol consumption or
socioeconomic background, to
ensure that any connections
they found between smoking
and body fat distribution were
truly due to smoking itself and
not other factors.
Lead author Dr. Germán D.
Carrasquilla explained: “This
study found that starting to
smoke and smoking over a life-
time might cause an increase in
belly fat, as seen by measure-
ments of waist-to-hip ratio. In
a further analysis, we also
found that the type of fat that
increases is more likely the vis-
ceral fat, rather than the fat just
under the skin.”
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The BJP on Thursday named
its candidates for nine Lok

Sabha seats in Tamil Nadu,
fielding former Telangana
Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan from Chennai
South and party State unit
chief K Annamalai from
Coimbatore.  The party field-
ed former DMK leader and sit-
ting MP TR Paarivendhar from
Perambalur,  Union Minister L
Murugan from  Nilgiris,
Former Union minister Pon
Radhakrishnan will contest
from Kanniyakumari, former
Telangana Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan will contest
from Chennai South, K
Annamalai from Coimbatore,
Vinoj P Selvam from Chennai
Central, A C Shanmugam from
Vellore, C Narasimhan from
Krishnagiri, and Nainar
Nagendran from
Thoothukkudi.
Signalling a potential return to
electoral politics, Tamilisai
Soundararajan, the Governor
of Telangana and Lieutenant-
Governor (L-G) of Puducherry,
tendered her resignation
Monday.  The BJP is expecting
to get few seats on the huge
popualartity of its state unit
president K Annamalai. The
former IPS officer had howev-
er been resisting the high com-

mand’s plan to field him in the
Lok Sabha elections by stating
that his focus was on the 2026
Tamil Nadu Assembly elec-
tions. 
The BJP,  sensing an opening,
entrusted 36-year-old
Annamalai to lead the state
unit, springing a surprise as he
had joined the party only a year
ago. Annamalai, who was
known for being a tough police
officer, earning the tag
“Singham Anna”, was a perfect
fit for the BJP as it wanted a
hands-on leader to make its
foray into the Southern state.
The BJP drew a blank in the
state in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls.
However, BJP’s ‘angry young
man’ had humble beginnings
and hails from an agricultural
family in Thottampatti of
Karur district. Annamalai

belongs to the Gounder com-
munity, which has pockets of
influence in the Kongu region
of the state. Annamalai had
done a benchmark survey in
Pollachi and Coimbatore con-
stituencies. The survey said
that he would get 14% of the
votes in Pollachi and 18% in
Coimbatore.
Radhakrishnan has been a
former minister in the Modi
government and an ex-MP
from Kanniyakumari. He will
face a tough challenge in the
constituency against Congress
candidate Vijay Vasanth and
All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagham’s
(AIADMK) Nazerath Pasilian.
The BJP also decided to give
tickets to AC Shanmugam, the
Puthiya Needhi Katchi (PNK)
chief, from Vellore and also the
sitting MP TR Paarivendhar

from the Perambalur Lok
Sabha constituency in Tamil
Nadu on its symbol.
TR Paarivendhar is the leader
of the Indhiya Jananayaga
Katchi (IJK). Paarivendhar
contested on MK Stalin-led
Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagham’s (DMK) symbol in
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls and
won the constituency. He will
take on AIADMK’s ND
Chandramohan and DMK can-
didate Arun Nehru in the con-
stituency.
Polling in the state’s 39 Lok
Sabha seats will be held in the
first phase on April 19.  The
BJP did not win a single seat
from Tamil Nadu in the 2019
Lok Sabha elections.
Ever since Annamalai took
over as state BJP chief in 2021,
he has been working aggres-
sively to bring an electoral
turnaround for his party in
Tamil Nadu. The former IPS
officer often became the talk-
ing point of political discourse
in the state, though it remains
to be seen if his party could get
translated into votes, its work
on the ground to garner sup-
port.
Especially, the western region
of the state is under sustained
focus of the BJP and it has field-
ed Annamalai from
Coimbatore, the hub of the
western belt. Presently,
Coimbatore is represented by

DMK ally CPI (M).
Annamalai will take on DMK’s
Ganapathi P Rajkumar and
AIADMK’s Singai G
Ramachandran in what is being
viewed as a battle of prestige.
Union Minister Murugan has
all along been focusing on
building the party in The
Nilgiris and has been working
to get support from various sec-
tions of people there. For at
least a year now, it is an open
secret that Murugan would be
fielded by the BJP from Nilgiris
to take on the incumbent MP,
DMK heavyweight, A Raja.
Tamilisai Soundararajan
Tamilisai, who unsuccessfully
contested against Kanimozhi in
Thoothukudi in 2019 LS polls,
has been named as its candi-
date in south Chennai, where
the BJP has pockets of influ-
ence. 
Mild-mannered, Tamilisai, is
popular among people. She
had resigned as Governor of
Telangana on March 18. Pon
Radhakrishnan
A former union minister, he
was the BJP’s lone winning can-
didate from Tamil Nadu in
2014 as the state overwhelm-
ingly voted for the J
Jayalalithaa-led AIADMK,
which won 37 of the 39 seats
that year. 
The saffron party had put up a
spectacular show that year,
winning 282 seats. 

BJP names picks for nine LS seats in Tamil Nadu
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The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has

finalised the summer schedule
— which will be in in from
March 31 to Oct 26, 2024, —
of domestic and international
flights. As per the summer
weekly schedule, Indian airlines
will operate a total of 24,275
weekly domestic flights during
the summer schedule starting
from March 31, a nearly 6 per
cent increase compared to the
year-ago period and 2.3 percent
more than ongoing winter’s
weekly schedule’s 23,732 (
which will be ended on March
30). This is despite over 75
IndiGo planes being grounded
due to Pratt & Whitney’s
unending engine issues; GoAir
not flying since last may; less
operations by SpiceJet and
slower than expected supply of
new planes from Boeing and
Airbus due to global supply
chain constraints.
Out of these 125 airports,

Azamgarh, Aligarh,
Chitrakoot, Gondia, Jalgaon,
Moradabad and Pithoragarh
are added to the new airports
proposed by the scheduled air-
lines while Ziro and Hindon
airports will not be included in
the Summer Schedule 2023.
According to DGCA, in the

summer schedule, Indian car-
riers will connect 37 countries,
including the US, the UK,
Uzbekistan, Maldives, Georgia
and Azerbaijan. The interna-
tional flights will be operated

from 27 domestic airports.
IndiGo, Air India and Vistara
will operate more flights while
SpiceJet will reduce departures
during the 2024 summer
schedule that spans from
March 31 to October 26.
Domestic carriers will be oper-
ating 1,922 weekly interna-
tional flights, a rise of 5.1 per
cent compared to the 2023
summer schedule. In compar-
ison to the ongoing winter
schedule where the count of
international weekly flights is

1,892, the increase is only 1.6
per cent.
According to the schedule,
IndiGo plans to operate the
highest number of departures
with 13,050 flights per week
followed by Vistara with 2,324
weekly flights. Air India,
SpiceJet, Air India Express,
IAX Connect, Akasa Air and
Alliance Air are going to oper-
ate 2,278 flights, 1,657 flights,
1,239 flights, 1,198 flights, 903
flights and 896 flights on a
weekly basis, respectively.
The combined entity of Air
India Express and AIX
Connect — will operate 31.6
percent more flights in the
upcoming summer schedule.
IndiGo plans to operate 0.5
percent fewer flight or around
70 fewer weekly flights, Air
India plans to operate 3.8 per-
cent less capacity or 89 fewer
weekly flights, SpiceJet plans to
operate 22 percent less capac-
ity or 475 fewer weekly flights
and Alliance Air plans to oper-
ate 2 percent lower capacity or

18 fewer weekly flights, as per
DGCA data.
In the international segment,
Air India will operate 455
weekly flights, an increase of
5.1 per cent compared to the
year-ago period.  IndiGo will
have 13.5 per cent more inter-
national flights at 731 while
Vistara will increase its week-
ly overseas departures by 50.8
per cent to 184. 
Air India Express’ departures
will rise 20.8 per cent to 371
flights.  However, SpiceJet will
be reducing its international
flights by 12.6 per cent to 174.
In the last summer schedule,
Go First was to operate 120
weekly overseas flights.

Alliance Air will operate 7
weekly international depar-
tures in the latest summer
schedule compared to 4 in the
year-ago period. 
Air India, Air India Express

and Vistara are part of the Tata
Group, and Vistara is in the
process of getting merged with
Air India.
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Former Union Minister and
senior Congress leader

Anand Sharma has written to
party president Mallikarjun
Kharge saying a caste census
cannot be a panacea nor a
solution for unemployment
and inequalities in society.
Sharma’s letter comes at a
time the Congress has inten-
sified its demand for a nation-
wide caste census and
promised to carry out the
exercise if elected to power in
the Lok Sabha elections.
In his letter to Kharge,
Sharma said the Congress
has never engaged in nor
endorsed identity politics and
the departure from the his-
toric position of the party is
a matter of concern for many.
He also said that the articu-
lation of party position should
be balanced and should

eschew the radical posturing
of regional and caste-based
organisations. It needs men-
tion that the last census to
enumerate caste differentia-
tion was in 1931 during the
British colonial regime, he
wrote. After independence, a
conscious policy decision was
made by the government not
to canvass caste-related ques-
tions in the census, except for
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, which is
collected by the states.
“All Census Commissioners,

after independence, have
recorded their reasons and
disapproval of a National
Caste Census citing overlap,
duplication, data lacking in
accuracy and doubtful
authenticity. In my considered
view, a caste census cannot be
a panacea nor a solution for
unemployment and prevailing
inequalities. A fundamental
departure from time hon-
oured policy on this critical
and sensitive subject has
major long-term national
implications,” Sharma said.
As a party with inclusive
approach, Sharma said, “The
Congress should strive to
reclaim its role as builder of
national consensus and build
a harmonious society. The
articulation of party position
should be balanced and
eschew the radical posturing
of regional and caste based
organisations.”
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The Home Ministry has
issued a fresh categorisa-

tion of the districts affected by
Left Wing Extremism (LWE)
across 10 States after their
number came down by almost
half in the past nine years,
officials said on Thursday.
Sharing the list with the direc-
tor generals of police con-
cerned, the officials said a
total of 38 districts across
these 10 States are categorised
as LWE-affected with effect
from April 1, 2024 compared
to 75 in 2015.
The categorisation of the
LWE-affected districts in
Andhra Pradesh,  Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra,  Odisha,

Telangana and West Bengal
provide the basis for deploy-
ment of resources under the
National Policy and Action
Plan, approved in 2015, to
combat LWE holistically.
The Centre and the state gov-
ernments have been working
closely to tackle this problem.
A number of interventions are
being made, both security
and development related, as a
result of which there has been
a marked improvement in
the LWE scenario, the officials
said.
Chhattisgarh still topped the
chart with LWE-affected 15
districts, followed by Odisha
(seven districts), Jharkhand
(f ive) ,  Madhya Pradesh
(three), Kerala, Maharashtra,
Telangana (two each), and
West Bengal and Andhra
Pradesh (one each), the offi-

cials said.
Of these, 12 districts – seven
in Chhattisgarh, two in
Odisha and one each in
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh
and Maharashtra – are cate-
gorised as “most affected dis-
tricts”, and nine – four in

Jharkhand, two in Odisha
and one each in Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
Telangana – are categorised as
“districts of concern”, the offi-
cials said.
The ‘most affected district’
section was created in 2015

with 35 districts to ensure
focused deployment of
resources, the officials said,
adding subsequently follow-
ing a review in 2018, the
number of such districts was
brought down to 30 and
thereafter to 25 in 2021, the
officials said.

The ‘districts of concern’
group was added to address
the resource gap where the
LWE influence is waning.
Eight districts were kept in
the list for two years from
2021-22 to 2022-23 and all of
these districts have been
excluded from the list and
nine new districts have been
included, the officials said.
In addition, they said eight
districts in Bihar, six in
Jharkhand, three in Odisha
and one each in Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and

Telangana are categorized as
“legacy and thrust” districts.
The officials said these dis-
tricts have a legacy of sup-
porting the LWE and there-
fore, support to states is
required for consolidating the
position and continued sup-
port in respect of security and
development measures for
some more time.
The ‘thrust districts’ are the
districts which are prospec-
tive sites of LWE expansion
and therefore, continued
support would be required
for continued capacity build-
ing.
The officials said the evolving
LWE situation necessitates a
periodic review of the dis-
tricts in order to ensure that
the focus of anti-LWE efforts
remains aligned to the ground
realities.
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National Cadet Corps
(NCC) and Nuclear Power

Corporation of India Limited
(NPCIL)on Thursday here
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)to con-
duct various awareness pro-
grammes throughout the coun-
try to change public percep-
tions on peaceful use of nuclear
power and disseminate scien-
tific and authentic information.
The MoU was signed between
Director General NCC Lt
General Gurbirpal Singh and
Executive Director (Corporate
Communication & Corporate
Planning), NPCIL B V S
Shekhar.

The NPCIL will be providing
resource persons in this initia-
tive for field engagements with
the NCC during the camps and
various activities by educating
the cadets. The MoU also facil-
itates a unique opportunity to
the cadets to visit various facil-
ities of NPCIL across the coun-
try, thereby giving a first-hand
experience on peaceful use of
nuclear energy, its technical
and technological aspects.
The DG NCC described the
MoU as one of the initiatives by
the NCC to broaden the hori-
zon of cadets, which will lead
to a more aware and responsi-
ble youth. He asserted that 1.5
million NCC cadets have the
ability to influence the think-
ing of youth across the world.
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Citing technical reasons, the
Staff Selection

Commission (SSC) has decid-
ed to conduct a re-examination
for recruitment of constables in
Central Armed Police Forces,
Secretariat Security Force and
rifleman in Assam Rifles for
16,185 candidates on March 30.
The computer-based exami-
nation for constable (general
duty) in Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs), Secretariat
Security Force (SSF) and rifle-
man (general duty) in Assam
Rifles examination, 2024 was
conducted by the Commission
from February 20 to March 7.
“However, due to the venue

specific technical reasons
noticed in the review of afore-
said examination, a need has
been felt to hold re-examina-
tion of candidates of the certain
venues/dates/shifts,” the SSC
said in a notice. It also shared
details of venues and candi-
dates who are eligible to appear
in the re-examination.
The re-examination will be
held for as many as 16,185 such
candidates from Patna, Gaya,
Lucknow, New Delhi,
Ghaziabad, Ahmedabad,
Kanpur, Meerut and Varanasi
among others, according to
the notice.
The Commission has decided
to conduct the re-examina-
tion on March 30 for these can-
didates, it said.
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AParliamentary delegation
led by Rajya Sabha chair-

man Harivansh left for Geneva,
Switzerland to attend the 148th
Assembly of Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU)
this weekend. The IPU has a
membership of 180 countries.  
The delegation led by
Harivansh, is accompanied by
five Rajya Sabha members
namely S Niranjan Reddy,
Kartikeya Sharma, Dr Ashok
Mittal, Dr Prashanta Nanda,
Sumitra Balmik  along with PC
Mody, Secretary General, Rajya
Sabha. During the Conference,
Harivansh will participate in
discussion on different items of
agenda concerning
Parliamentary Diplomacy:
Building Bridges for peace and
understanding. 
Harivansh will also participate
in the meeting of BRICS
Parliamentary Coordination
Forum along with other bilat-
eral meetings on the side line
of IPU.
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PTI n CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu’s main opposition
AIADMK on Thursday released
its final list of 16 candidates for

the Lok Sabha polls and also named its
candidate for the lone Puducherry
Parliamentary constituency.
The AIADMK has completed the
exercise of naming nominees and
allotting seats to allies, and party chief
Edappadi K Palaniswami is all set to
launch his election campaign from
Tiruchirappalli on March 24.
In total, the AIADMK will contest in 32
segments and it has allotted seven
constituencies to allies, the DMDK,
Puthiya Tamizhagam and SDPI. Tamil
Nadu has 39 Lok Sabha constituencies.
For the Tirunelveli LS seat,
Palaniswami announced Simla
Muthuchozhan who was formerly with
the DMK. She had unsuccessfully
contested in 2016 against late AIADMK
matriarch J Jayalalithaa from the RK
Nagar Assembly constituency.
Daughter-in-law of former DMK leader
SP Sarguna Pandian, Muthuchozhan
joined the AIADMK recently. An
advocate, she is also the only woman
candidate announced by the AIADMK

for the Lok Sabha polls.
For the Vilavancode Assembly bypoll,
the main opposition party has named a
woman candidate.
The ruling DMK, out of the 21 Lok
Sabha seats, it is contesting, has given
tickets to three women candidates.
Kanimozhi (Thoothukudi),
Tamizhachi Thangapandian (South
Chennai) and Rani Sri Kumar
(Tenkasi-Reserved).
Palaniswami named G Premkumar, a
medical doctor, as his party candidate

for Sriperumbudur and S Pasupathi,
also a doctor for the Vellore seat.
The ruling DMK has named veteran
leader T R Baalu and Kathir Anand, son
of top leader and Water Resources
Minister Duraimurugan for
Sriperumbudur and Vellore
constituencies respectively.
The AIADMK top leader named G
Tamizhvendan and U Rani for
Puducherry Lok Sabha seat and
Vilavancode Assembly constituency
respectively.

Bypoll to the Vilavancode segment in
Kanniyakumari district will be held on
April 19 alongside the Lok Sabha polls.
The vacancy was caused due to the
resignation of Vijayadharani, who
joined the BJP after quitting her MLA
post. Besides Sriperumbudur and
Vellore, Palaniswami announced
candidates for the Lok Sabha segments
of Dharmapuri, Tiruvannamalai,
Kallakurichi, Tirupur, Nilgiris (SC),
Coimbatore, Pollachi, Tiruchirappalli,
Perambalur, Mayiladuthurai,
Sivaganga, Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli
and Kanniyakumari.
In the first list released on March 20,
Palaniswami named nominees for 16
constituencies. It includes former MP J
Jayavardhan (Chennai south) and ex-
MLA, Dr P Saravanan (Madurai).
Tiruvallur (SC), Central Chennai,
Cuddalore, Thanjavur and
Virudhunagar are the five seats
earmarked for the DMDK.
Two other allies, the Puthiya
Tamizhagam (Tenkasi) and SDPI
(Dindigul) will fight one seat each. The
All India Forward Bloc also supports
the AIADMK alliance.
Elections to 39 Lok Sabha seats in the
state will be held on April 19.

AIADMK names nominees for 32 LS seats

PTI n GUWAHATI

It was 15 days of meticulous analysis
of intelligence inputs, scouting for

local links, foolproof planning, raising
a solid team and no-error execution
that led to the arrest of ISIS India head
from Assam, a senior police officer said
on Thursday.
The ISIS India head Haris Farooqi alias
Harish Ajmal Farukhi and his associate
Anurag Singh alias Rehan were
arrested in Assam’s Dhubri district on
Wednesday after they had crossed over
from Bangladesh.
Addressing a press conference here,
Assam Police’s Special Task Force (STF)
Inspector General Parthasarathi
Mahanta, who led the entire operation,
said the two dreaded ISIS cadres have
already been handed over to the
National Investigation Agency (NIA)
for further legal action.
“We got information from a central
agency around 15 days back that there
could be possible movement of top-
rung ISIS leaders in certain parts of
Dhubri. The input was credible and so
the STF was involved,” he added.
The STF then started working on
probable areas of movement, trying to
find local links if any and prepared a
plan accordingly to arrest them,
Mahanta said.
“By March 18, we narrowed down our

focus and we got very specific
information on March 19 on their
likely movement. We immediately
rushed to Dhubri’s Dharmasala. We
saw two men walking on the road at
around 4 am on March 20 looking for
transportation to go to their
destination,” he added.
The police already had the pictures of
ISIS cadres and two of them matched
with the men walking on the road, the
IGP said.
“We arrested them and immediately
brought them to Guwahati. We handed
them over to the NIA last night itself.
The NIA will take them to Delhi and
other places, where scores of cases are
registered against the duo,” he added.
Assam DGP G P Singh termed the
arrest as an outcome of the inter-
agency synergy in the national effort to
counter violent terrorism in the
country. “Compliments to the team of
officers involved in the operation,” he
said in a post on X.
Without sharing details, Mahanta said
interrogation of the two fundamental
extremists are going on to find out their
network, local contacts, funding source
and information on explosives.
“There are two parts of the
investigation. If anything is found
related to Assam, it will be taken care of
by us. For the rest of India
developments, the NIA will look into it.

nation 05

“Assam has always been vulnerable and
we have been alert constantly. That is
the reason we could arrest them
immediately when they entered India
from a neighbouring country,”
Mahanta said.
Another senior official, who did not
wish to be named, said both the ISIS
cadres are wanted in the NIA case
related to the Delhi module, covering

incidents in Delhi, Mumbai and
Lucknow.
“The last date of the stipulated period
of filing the charge sheet in the Delhi
module case is tomorrow and if they
were not found, the NIA would have to
declare them absconding and file the
charge sheet accordingly. So, it is a big
success for the security agencies,” he
added.

ISIS India head arrested: Assam Police



In the continually evolving
education system, the
quest for innovative

approaches to ensure compre-
hensive development at every
learning stage remains a pri-
ority. The objective is to fos-
ter a profound connection
within students, deepening
their understanding of them-
selves and their societal roles.
In this pursuit, short films
emerge as powerful tools,
introducing students to socio-
emotional learning (SEL) and
imparting essential life skills. 
Traditional pedagogical mod-
els typically present facts and
theories in a classroom set-
ting, followed by practical
sessions demonstrating the
application of these theories.
However, the nuanced expe-
rience of emotions related to
the subject often remains
unexplored, limited to the
pursuit of a predefined result.
Short films prove potent in
enabling students to engage
with emotions, cultivate
empathy, and develop rela-
tionship skills, fostering long-
term growth mindsets. The
process of viewing and creat-
ing short films also brings
self-awareness and self-man-
agement to the forefront. 
As a medium, short films dis-

tinguish themselves as one of
the most powerful forms of
communication. They allow
practitioners to simultane-
ously experience audio-visu-
al, read-write, and kinesthet-
ic forms of learning, trans-
forming the experience into
a deeply personal memory
rather than a mere task. The
utilisation of short films to
address social issues further
enhances their impact and
effectiveness. 
The cultivation of socially
responsible citizens in both
the present and future is
imperative, involving a criti-
cal understanding of individ-
ual rights, responsible
resource use, sensitivity, and
an unwavering commitment
to equality. Creating short
films compels learners to
introspect, connect with their
surroundings, demonstrate
compassion towards experi-
ences not their own, and cul-
tivate sensitivities when work-
ing with subjects, treating

them with due respect. Taking
a cause to a broader audience
through short films allows for
the powerful dissemination of
stories that need to be told. 
It fosters the integration of
diverse perspectives on a
social issue, compelling stu-
dents to collectively make
decisions aligned with their
shared goals. This collabora-
tive approach not only deep-
ens comprehension but also
establishes a cohesive team
structure. It incuclcates a
sense of community and
teamwork, imparting valuable
life skills. 
Short films are a great enabler
of creativity, allowing learners
to find engaging ways to tell
a story. They support individ-
ual voices while making the
overall experience personal in
creation and collective in
viewing. The stories created,
characters enacted, or
engaged in making the film
become an emotional jour-
ney, imprinting lifelong col-
lective wisdom. 
Additionally, short films serve
as mirrors reflecting the intri-
cacies of real-life challenges.
By presenting relatable char-
acters grappling with adver-
sity, ethical dilemmas, or per-
sonal growth, these films

become catalysts for develop-
ing resilience and problem-
solving skills. Witnessing on-
screen struggles prompts stu-
dents to reflect on their deci-
sion-making processes and
consider the consequences
of their actions. Short films
thus become invaluable tools
for instigating thoughtful self-
reflection, essential for char-
acter development and life
skills growth. 
In conclusion, the art of
teaching finds a powerful
companion in short films.
This medium enables holistic
learning, making learners
aware of personal emotions
and inspiring them to convert
those into thought-provoking
narratives. Educators can
utilise short films to create
discourse around challenging
subjects, turning them into a
language of their own.
Properly crafted short films
bring forth local stories to a
global audience, making the
effort part of a larger goal.
Creating these films also
serves the purpose of practis-
ing art and craft for a larger,
collective purpose beyond
self-expression. 
(The writer is the founder of

Friday Fiction Films; views
are personal )
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ment meted out to women wrestlers, who
was silent on releasing of Bilkis Bano
rapists, who gives repeatedly parole to rape
and murder accused Ram Rahim Baba for
his electoral benefits, who never raised his
voice on rapes in Hathras, Unnao, Kathua
and about increased rapes and atrocities on
women in his ten years rule is now talk-
ing about Nari Shakti. Our PM Modi just
before the elections talked about 400 plus
seats, brought CAA and talked about Modi
Parivar, but neither of them has shown any
impact on the public. Now Modi saying
that he will sacrifice his life for the secu-
rity of mothers and sisters is nothing but
a very big, Hypocrisy.

Zakir Hussain | Kazipet  
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Sir — The definition of “happiness” varies
from person to person. Common knowl-
edge says happiness is a state of mind.
Propagating and promoting global happi-
ness on a large scale is of utmost impor-
tance, and world leaders are up to it. The
then UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
was convinced by special advisor Jayme
Ilien to mark a day for happiness that cul-
minated in the announcement of the twen-

tieth day of March as the Universal
Happiness Day. Happiness encompasses a
wide gamut of physical and mental emo-
tions. Emotion is a central theme to hap-
piness because many philosophers have
simultaneously compared “emotion”, hap-
piness” and “experience.” 
A Finish proverb has aptly put happiness
as “ something between too much and too
little”. No medicine can make a person
happy since there is no panacea for hap-
piness. What makes an individual content-
ed perhaps is the key to happiness. Work,
love and hope are inspirations to a happy
life. Quite often we fail to count our hap-
piness, and dwell on unhappiness, forget-
ting only a past unhappiness will make the
present happiness sound real. It is under-
stood, therefore, that what is “happiness”
for one individual may not be so for the
other. The responsibility of being happy
is thrust on the individual. Perhaps, the
best definition of happiness is “not get-
ting what you want but wanting what you
get.”

Ganapathi Bhat | Akolap
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Sir — It is a no-brainer that the SBI was
being used (misused rather) as the cat’s paw
by the ruling dispensation. Ostensibly, the
electoral bonds were introduced to curb
black money. However, things played out
differently, with the result that the very
institution chosen for this purpose (the
SBI) had no other option but to do the bid-
ding of the government of the day. An
important lesson from the electoral bond
fiasco is that the government of the day’s
transparency and efficiency are directly
proportional to the free hand given to its
institutions.
The SBI boss lacked spine or else he would
have red-flagged the electoral bond scheme
in the first place. If the government of the
day is serious about doing good to the last
man in the queue, it must loosen the stran-
glehold it has on various institutions and
give them a free hand to do what is right
rather than what is dictated by political
masters. The Supreme Court has done well
to call the government’s bluff by declaring
the EB scheme unconstitutional. Further,
it has also pulled up the SBI which was try-
ing hard to defend the indefensible.

Avinash Godboley | Dewas
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Sir — Rahul Gandhi in his speech talked
about “Shakti” the pressure and power
which has captured India’s voice, India’s
institution, CBI, ED, Income tax, Election
Commission, media, electoral bonds and
how the Modi Government is using elec-
toral bonds to blackmail industrialists. But
instead of answering on real issues, our PM
has twisted Rahul Gandhi’s speech by using
the word “ Shakti” and linked it with Nari
Shakti and Shiv Shakti. Rahul Gandhi did-
n’t talk about any religious Shakti or Nari
Shakti nor did he talk about any Shakti
related and affiliated to religion.
PM Modi by twisting Rahul Gandhi’s com-
ments is trying to project Rahul Gandhi as
Anti- Women and Anti-Hindu. What a pity
the man who maintained the stoic silence
on the horrors of Manipur, women’s being
paraded naked in Manipur, the I’ll treat-
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cent of the country’s GDP, it
has now increased to 31 per
cent. 46 percent of tech uni-
corns are from South India
and 46 percent of India’s elec-
tronics exports come from five
southern states. Not only this,
66 per cent of IT services
exports come from southern
states, the magazine writes.
The magazine links the issue
to politics and says that the
ruling Bharatiya Janata party
lacks a strong base in the
southern states. The magazine
also argues that therefore it
can be said that the present
government does not have the
mandate of the entire country.
It is noteworthy that in the
country where The Economist
magazine is published, no
Prime Minister has ever
received a similar mandate
from the entire country in the
elections. Does that mean
that the Prime Minister lacks
the mandate of the entire
country? In the history of
democracy across the world,
there are very few examples of
a government being formed
after receiving majority votes
from all regions equally.
Similarly, some political lead-
ers from south India are also
promoting their separatist
politics by putting forward
similar arguments. We know
that the development of many
states was hampered due to
some corrupt and incompe-
tent leaders in the country,
which included Southern
states.  

As far as development is con-
cerned, among the ten states
and union territories with the
highest per capita income in
the country, only two are
from the South and that too at
fifth and sixth position, and
that too due to the IT sector,
where people from all parts of
India are working.
While the northern states have
a significant contribution in
providing food grains in our
country, similarly the contri-
bution of the southern states in
providing industrial produc-
tion, especially electronic and
IT products, cannot be under-
estimated. In this way, India is
like a family and all the states
are its members. No one is big
or small in the family; There
is no consideration of rich or
poor, and everyone works
together and makes our inte-
gral family, that is Bharat,
prosperous. People with polit-
ical motives have now given
yet another dimension to the
North-South divide, by raising
the issue of so-called unfair
devolution of tax money to the
Southern states. Notably, the
tax share is decided based on
recommendations from the
Finance Commission.
During the proceedings of the
15th Finance Commission,
these states expressed their
grievance to the central gov-
ernment for having given the
terms of reference, according
to which the commission was
given the direction for using
population as per the 2011

Census, instead of 1971, used
by previous finance commis-
sions. They alleged that this
would go against southern
states since they controlled
their population better than
many other states. To address
these worries, the 15th Finance
Commission also gave weight
to demographic performance.
Moreover, the share of Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala in total devolution of
central taxes remained more or
less the same in the 15th
Finance Commission recom-
mendations as compared to
previous ones. However, the
share of Karnataka came down
to 3.64 per cent from 4.71 per
cent and Kerala to 1.92 per
cent from 2.5 per cent over
these periods. 
But apart from a share in cen-
tral revenues, these states were
given significant revenue
deficit grants. This comes to Rs
30,497 crore in the case of
Andhra Pradesh for 2021-22
to 2023-24, and Rs 1,631 crore
for Karnataka for 2021-22.
For Kerala, it was Rs 37,814
crore for 2021-22 to 2023-24
and Rs 2,204 crore for Tamil
Nadu for 2021-22. Therefore,
data doesn’t in any way prove
the alleged bias by the Finance
Commission. We must under-
stand that on the issues of
national integration and
regional harmony, we should
avoid such utterances. 

(The writer is a professor at
PGDAV College, University of

Delhi, views are personal)
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From north to south,
from east to west India
is one. All the people liv-
ing in this sub-continent
consider themselves to

be Indians with diverse reli-
gions, castes, languages, regions,
dress and food. Vishnu Purana
states: ‘Uttaram Yat Samudrasya
Himadreshchaiva Dakshinam.
Varsham Tad Bharatam Naam
Bharati Yatra Santatih.’ Its mean-
ing is that the land situated
north of the sea and south of the
Himalayas is called the land of
Bharat and the people living in
this sacred land of India are called
Bhartiya.
Different regions in India were
indeed ruled by different rulers
at different times. However, an
unbreakable bond remained
between all the people living
throughout India. Our
Jyotirlingas, pilgrimages and
Dhamas, situated in different
parts of the country are witness
to the fact that all the Indians
have been considering the entire
nation as their Rashtra, and lin-
guistic, regional, food and other
diversities have never been any
hindrance to the same.
During the foreign rule, such lit-
erature was published by the
British government and false
narratives were deliberately cre-
ated by way of history writing,
which poisoned the minds of the
people of South India against the
people of North India. Hostility
towards the Hindi language was
promoted in the southern states,
more violently in Tamil Nadu.
It is said that this false story was
started by a German orientalist
and philologist. Today there is
abundant scientific evidence that
proves that the Aryan invasion
theory is a complete myth. 
Recently, a US magazine named
The Economist has tried to cre-
ate new definitions of division
between North and South. The
magazine tries to make a case that
South Indian states are class
apart, as just 20 per cent of India’s
population lives in five southern
states of Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and Telangana, but these states
receive 35 per cent of the total
foreign investment coming into
the country. These states have
developed more than other parts
of the country and whereas in
1993 these states generated 24 per

�����	��������� 	!"�#$ #	��"��

���
0
���
�
=���>
���
���
���

0����0
�?�
�0
���Q�?09
��
���

0
Q2
�?
0����
�
���
=���>X

���?�
0
��

���0��?����
�=
?��
�?
7��?
���
�Z�?>���
	�?�0

��2����?
���
����0
��?

���2?��
=���>�
	���
0
Q��?��

7?�07�?��0

�����

���	���	�-��	
#	
���	#���
	#�	��������

0
����
	��%)#&!�
��)�
��
��%�����
���
����[
+�����
#��
������������
����
��
��&)��������
���
 ��+���������"
 �)��+���9
 ?�)���"(�
 #�

����&�)��
�#��
�����������"(
4\�\\\
����+��&[
�"�
����
����!#
'�""
��$��!
��
�
���)#
��'����
�#�
$�����
'��#
�#���
�#��
����#
���
�#�
����9
�#���
�$]�)��+�
��
��
#�%#"�%#�
�#�
�&$�������"
"���
��
�����
��������(
��
�#���
�&���%
�#�
�������
Q�7
��%���9
	��%)#&!�
������
�&$[^���
��������&���
��
��#�
#��
$���
��
�
#&�%��
����!�
���
45
��(��

��+�)����%
 ���
 �������&�����"
 ����%&����
 ���
����!#9
��"�!�
#��
���+��&�
'��!["��%
����
��
�&��
"���
(����
	��%)#&!
�&%%����
�#��
�#��
�������
��(
$�
���"��%���
��������""(
$�)����%
����������9
�����%
%���+��)��
����
"�)�"
�#��#����
'#�
#�+�
$���
 ������)���
 ����
 �#���
 ����������"
 %��^��%
%��&����
	��%)#&!
���#������
�#�
&�%��)(
��
�#���
)�&��9
�#�
�"�����
���)#�
���
���
_`�#
���)#
���
`�#
����"�
����
��
)�����)�
����
������%�)
������
�"��%
�#�
����
��
�)�&�"
������"
'��#
�#���9
	��%)#&!
�������
�#��
�+��
�#�
(�����
��%����)���
��������
��
����!#j�
"���
#�+�
$���
��)���)#��
&���
$(
�#����
���&"���%
��
�#�
"���
��
�����
%��^[
��%
"����9
7���������
$"���
�#�
Q�7["��
������"
%�+�������
���
���"��%
��
�������
�#���
�������9
�#��
&�����
�����
�
��%����)���
)#�""��%�
���
�#�
������"
2�+�������9

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Under the National
Food Security Act,
(NFSA) 2013, the

Central Government is pro-
viding free rations to approx-
imately 80 crore people in the
country. It is believed that this
scheme has addressed the
issue of food security among
the economically margin-
alised sections of our society.
The Act legally entitles up to
75% of the rural population
and 50% of the urban popu-
lation to receive subsidised
food grains under the
Targeted Public Distribution
System. However, even before
this, the country has been
providing ration to the eco-
nomically weaker and mar-
ginalised sections through
the Public Distribution
System (PDS). Presented as a
remedy to the food security

concerns in a vast nation like
India, such schemes frequent-
ly encounter hurdles in their
execution at the grassroots
level, particularly when com-
munities lack familiarity with
the digital aspects involved.
One such region is the
Manoharpura village in the
Udaipur district of Rajasthan.
The village, located just 4
kilometres from the district
headquarters, has an approx-
imate population of around

1000. Mostly inhabited by
scheduled castes and tribes,
many families in this village
have migrated to settle here,
hoping to find employment
opportunities in nearby cities.
Most men work as daily wage
labourers in the city, while
women engage in household
chores in urban homes. The
major problem faced by this
village is the lack of complete
access to ration through the
PDS. Due to migration, most
families do not possess valid
identity documents. Some
families used to benefit from
the system until two years ago.
However, despite continuous
efforts, the ration has not
been resumed.
Mohan Harijan, a 45-year-old
resident, shares his daily
struggle of going to Udaipur
City for labour. Being the sole

earner in the family, they
often face food scarcity when
work is unavailable. Ration
from the public distribution
system was a blessing for his
family. Still, with its discontin-
uation, managing meals for
the family has become chal-
lenging. Despite multiple
attempts, going through var-
ious offices, from e-Mitra to
the Panchayat, Block, and the
Collector’s office, he has not
received any benefit, and his
ration has not been reinstat-
ed. Every time, he is returned
with new technical issues
cited as reasons.
Mithun Kalbeliya, another
resident of the village, men-
tions that his family has been
residing in Manoharpura for
the past 40 years. Earlier,
they used to receive rations
through the PDS, which

helped avoid food scarcity
issues. However, for the last
two years, they have been
deprived of this ration. Upon
inquiry from the village
Panchayat, he found out that
their entire family’s Aadhar
card was not linked to the
PDS, leading to the discontin-
uation of the ration. “Since
then, I have been making
rounds of the office to get the
Aadhaar cards for the chil-
dren. However, because the
children were born at home,
their birth certificates could
not be obtained, making it
very difficult for their
Aadhaar cards to be made.
Until their Aadhar cards are
ready, the ration cannot be
resumed,” shares Mithun.
On the other hand, Sona
Devi and her family, despite
having all the necessary doc-

uments and ration cards, are
deprived of the benefits of the
PDS. Sona Devi explains that
her family migrated from
Bihar to Manoharpura in
search of employment ten
years ago. Even with all the
correct documents, they have
not been receiving ration.
She mentions that she has
approached the Sarpanch,
Labour Department, and even
the Collector’s office, but
despite her efforts, her fami-
ly has not received ration to
date.
The village of Manoharpura
falls under the jurisdiction of
Badgaon Panchayat.
According to the village head,
Sanjay Sharma, all necessary
documents must be uploaded
to the central government’s
Food Security website for the
distribution of rations.

However, for the past three
years, the uploading process
on the website has been non-
functional, causing signifi-
cant challenges. Consequently,
new ration cards are not being
issued, and existing cardhold-
ers are unable to update their
information. Even those
whose Aadhaar cards have
been updated are not receiv-
ing their ration entitlements
due to the lack of uploads.
He has made numerous
attempts by submitting appli-
cations to the District
Collector’s office to address
this issue. However, without a
functional uploading process
on the website, little progress
can be made. He emphasized
that beneficiaries whose doc-
uments are successfully
uploaded are receiving their
full ration entitlements.

Sona Devi emphasizes that,
despite having all the required
documents, many families in
Manoharpura are deprived
of the benefits of the public
distribution system due to
bureaucratic hurdles. These
families, despite being eligible,
are left out of the facilities. The
question arises as to whether
the digital aspects of such ini-
tiatives aimed at enhancing
people’s lives are inadvertent-
ly excluding the needy from
government benefits or if
they are genuinely established
to connect the underprivi-
leged with these services.
Who bears responsibility for
this situation?

(The author is a grassroots
worker working with

migrant and brick kiln
labourers in Gujarat.

Charkha Features)
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between 2000 and 2016, J&K
with 1 % of the total Indian pop-
ulation received 10 per cent (Rs
1.14 lakh crore) of the total cen-
tral funds, the highest among the
10 special states in India.
However, despite such largess
from the government for the
past 70 years, its economy contin-
ued to remain in the doldrums
with large deficits showing up on
its annual budget. A significant
part of the problem was the
inability of the state government
to properly utilise the funds,
which were diverted to different
non-developmental projects.
Moreover, regular organised
insurgent violence perpetrated by
resurgent military groups both
within the country and those
across the border, mass strikes,
shutdowns, etc meant that J&K
failed to keep pace with the
growth trajectory of other states.
A detailed analysis shows that the
main reason for its poor growth
and recurring violence in the
Himalayan state was the imposi-
tion of Article 370, which result-
ed in corruption, nepotism, and
misappropriation of funds by
those in power. 
Moreover, there is enough evi-
dence to suggest that the appease-
ment and pampering of sepa-
ratists by the ruling party to stay
in power. It has also meant giv-
ing a free hand to separatists and
extremists to propagate an anti-
India narrative, diverting youth’s
energy into destructive activities
instead of building the state. 
The absence of local self-govern-
ment over the years—the last
municipal elections were held in
2005-- meant that locals were not
a participant in the development

process. Socially weaker sections
such as SC, and STs never got the
benefits of central government
policies.
The abolishing of Article 370 put
an end to the entire ecosystem
that perpetuated violence, injus-
tice and gloom in Kashmir and
extended the rule of the Indian
constitution to the valley. Now
every institution in the valley is
bound to uphold the sanctity of
the constitutional values of equal-
ity, justice and fraternity. Now, no
Kashmiri is dependent for their
rights on the local political lords
who splashed on the pool of
development funds with complete
impunity granted by Article 370.
Five years after the abrogation of
Article 370,  J&K is being
described as a Valley of peace,
prosperity, and all-round devel-
opment, thanks to a well-crafted
strategy of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and ably imple-
mented by the Home Minister
Amit Shah.  
With bandhs, street violence and
acts of terrorism brought under
control by security forces, cour-
tesy of the zero-tolerance policy,
the local economy has got the
much-needed boost with new
incentives, development of state-
of-the-art educational infrastruc-
ture, and empowering the poor
with welfare benefits. 
Moreover, the Narendra Modi
government announced several
far-reaching measures, including
the implementation of a recon-
struction scheme of around Rs
80,000 crore known as the Prime
Minister’s Development Package,
on November 7, 2015, to strength-
en the socio-economic infrastruc-
ture and for the development of

Jammu & Kashmir. It  also
announced a new transparent
and target-oriented Jammu and
Kashmir Industrial Policy 2021-
30, whose aim is to attract fresh
investments, create employment
opportunities, develop backward
regions and nurture existing busi-
nesses. To help entrepreneurs, a
single window portal has been
launched. It is a single point of
contact for end-to-end facilitation
for setting up businesses.  
Till November 2023, Investments
worth Rs. 2326.65 crore have
flowed into the Union Territory.
Handloom and handicraft exports
have doubled, and tourism has
reached unprecedented levels,
further boosting the economy.
The year 2023, saw a record 4.45
lakh Amarnath visitors in J&K
without a single incidence of vio-
lence.
Social welfare schemes too have
seen transformational changes. It
has seen the launch of the
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY-SEHAT) on December
26, 2020, which provides univer-
sal health insurance cover of up
to Rs 5.00 lakh per family to all
families of Jammu and Kashmir.
Reservation for non-gazetted
police ranks has been imple-
mented, promoting gender equal-
ity. Now the canonical dialogue,
“Kashmir is a lost case,” delivered
by Zooni Haksar, the protagonist
of the film Article 370 played by
Yami Gautam is no longer the
case.

(The writer is an economist &
retired HoD, Economics

Department, St. Xavier’s College,
Ranchi. Views 
are personal)

Although the recent
Bollywood release Article
370 has received rave reviews
from movie-goers and critics
alike, the discourse around

the film in the power circles of Delhi has
not been equally charitable. The reason
behind the discomfiture is the film’s
scanty representation of the role played
by India’s political leadership in making
the audacious legislation and its imple-
mentation a reality.
Bureaucrats privy to the machinations
that went on behind the scenes to abro-
gate Article 370 complain of a raw deal
accorded to the Modi-Shah duo by the
film while depicting their parts. The film
allegedly curtains much of the insights,
contemplations,  arguments and
painstaking efforts of the Union Home
Minister Amit Shah that went into
making the law that ended an era in the
valley.
To be fair to the Yami Gautam starrer
movie and the team behind it, the film
facilitates a surgical view of the politics
coupled with Islamism that wreaked
havoc in the valley for decades. It is also
precise in manifesting the post-apoca-
lyptic gloom and hopelessness that
ruled the social psyche in the region.
However, the portrayal of the entire
gamut of firefighting efforts that went on
in Delhi’s power corridors is a bit too
much to expect from a Bollywood flick.
The abrogation of Article 370 is only a
part of the systemic shift in Delhi’s view
of the Kashmir issue. 
The effect of the new shift in the
Kashmir paradigm led by the Modi-Shah
duo in dealing with the issue is much
more widespread and layered than it
appears. They invariably touch every life
in the valley. Paradigm shifts occur in
societies when the existing ones fail to
resolve anomalies. This was true also
about the new paradigm in Kashmir that
surfaced during the Modi regime. While
assuming office in 2014, the Modi gov-
ernment had to deal with the existing
perspective on Kashmir which in itself
was afflicted with the proverbial
Stockholm syndrome. 
The fear that any change in Kashmir’s
status would lead to wanton bloodshed
in the valley had by then taken policy
and lawmakers hostage. However,
instead of dealing with the burning issue
a policy to nurture it was adopted. The
earlier successive governments justi-
fied Article 370 on grounds of protect-
ing the state’s distinct demographic
character as the only Muslim-majority
state in India. Despite its highly discrim-
inatory nature, they were against the
principle of “One Nation, One Law and
One Head of the Nation.’ Rather the gov-
ernments repeatedly pampered the state
with more funds while in its restive con-
dition, giving the bruise the reason to
burgeon every time.
Government data shows that during the
second five-year plan between 1957-58
and 1961-62, the state received the
highest per capita grant-in-aid of Rs 41.7,
which was almost seven times the aver-
age of all the states which was only Rs
6. Similarly, the per capita central assis-
tance for J&K was the highest and dou-
ble the average of the rest of the states.
J&K also got Rs 117 per head for its pop-
ulation against an average of Rs 57 for
the remaining states. 
To put the figures in perspective,
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Russia fired 31 ballistic and
cruise missiles at Kyiv

before dawn Thursday in the
first attack on the Ukrainian
capital in six weeks, officials
said. Air defenses shot down
all the incoming missiles,
though 13 people including a
child were injured by falling
wreckage, they said.
Residents of Kyiv were woken
up by loud explosions around
5 am as the missiles arrived at
roughly the same time from
different directions, said Serhii
Popko, head of the Kyiv City
Administration. 
Ukraine’s air force said Russia
launched two ballistic missiles
and 29 cruise missiles against
the capital.
Kyiv has better air defenses
than most regions of the large
country. The missile inter-
ception rate is frequently high,
rendering Russian attacks on
the capital significantly less
successful than during the
early days of the war. Even so,
Ukrainian officials warn that
they need considerably more
Western weapons if they are to

prevail against Russia’s inva-
sion.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin had threatened
Wednesday to “respond in
kind” to Ukrainian aerial
attacks in recent days on
Russia’s Belgorod region near
the border with Ukraine. 
At an event in the Kremlin,
Putin said Russia “can respond
in the same way regarding
civilian infrastructure and all
other objects of this kind that
the enemy attacks. We have
our own views on this matter
and our own plans. We will
follow what we have outlined.”
An 11-year-old girl and a 38-
year-old man were hospi-
talised in Kyiv, the city admin-
istration said. Eight other peo-
ple sustained light injuries,
according to Mayor Vitali
Klitschko.
Ukraine’s Emergency Service
said around 80 people were
evacuated from their homes. 
Falling wreckage from the
intercepted missiles set fire to
at least one apartment build-
ing, burned parked cars and
left craters in streets and a
small park. Some streets were

littered with debris, including
glass from shattered windows.
Survivors, some of them in
tears and visibly shaken as
emergency workers treated
them in the street, recounted
narrow escapes. 
Raisa Kozenko, a 71-year-old
whose apartment lost its doors
and windows in the blast, said
her son jumped out of bed just
in time.“He was covered in
blood, in the rubble,” she said,
trembling from shock. “And all
I can say is ... the apartment is
completely destroyed.”
Mariia Margulis, 31, said a
decision to stay in the corridor
throughout the attack saved
her family.
“The blast wave blew out all
the windows on the side where
everything happened,” she
said. “My mom was supposed
to sleep in that room, but I
asked her to move to the cor-
ridor in time, which saved us.”
The attack occurred hours
after a visit  to Kyiv by
President Joe Biden’s top for-
eign policy adviser, Jake
Sullivan.On Thursday, five
people were injured in the lat-
est attack on the Belgorod

region, which damaged homes
and the city sports stadium,
Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov said.
Russia’s Ministry of Defense
said it stopped 10 rockets over
the region.Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy urged
the country’s Western partners
to send more air defense sys-
tems so they can be distributed
across the country where mis-
sile strikes have become more
common.
“Every day, every night such ...
terror happens,” he said on
Telegram after Thursday’s
attack on Kyiv. 
“World unity is capable to
stop it by helping us with
more air defense systems.”
Zelenskyy said Russia doesn’t
have missiles that can evade
US-made Patriots and other
advanced air defense weapons.
European Union leaders were
considering new ways to help
boost arms and ammunition
production for Ukraine at a
summit in Brussels on
Thursday.Russia has largely
turned its attention to other
Ukrainian cities, targeting
them with drones and ballis-
tic missiles.
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London (PTI): A 26-year-old
pro-Khalistan Sikh activist
who pleaded guilty to causing
injury to two Indian-origin
men and a female police offi-
cer at an Indian Independence
Day related community event
in west London last year has
been sentenced to 28 months’
imprisonment.Gurpreet Singh
appeared at Isleworth Crown
Court on Wednesday after
pleading guilty in January to
the unlawful wounding of vic-
tims Aashish Sharma and
Nanak Singh and causing actu-
al bodily harm (ABH) to Police
Constable (PC) Justine Nicolle
Farrell, as well as a fourth
count of affray. 
The incident occurred during
an Indian Independence Day
related community event in
Southall on August 15 night
last year, with videos circulat-
ing on social media showing a
clash involving some pro-
Khalistan extremists and police
officers chasing suspects.
“Gurpreet Singh was sentenced
to 28 months’ imprisonment
after he entered guilty pleas in
respect of four counts on the
indictment on January 12,” a
court official said.
The court heard that the
Indian national was carrying
his religious kirpan, which
was used as a “weapon of
offence”. Singh could face
deportation to India at the end
of his sentence.
“I recognise the enormous
concern this incident will have
caused, both in Southall and in
the Sikh communities around
London and further afield, in
what was an otherwise largely
peaceful and celebratory
event,” said Metropolitan
Police Superintendent Sean
Lynch, responsible for neigh-
bourhood policing in west
London at the time of the inci-
dent last year.
“We are aware of footage cir-
culating on social media, with
people also commenting on
what they think happened.
We would urge people to avoid
echoing or adding to specula-
tion. Fortunately, none of those
injured were seriously hurt
and there were no fatalities,” he
said.
PC Justine Farrell was involved
in detaining Singh and sus-
tained a small cut to her hand,
which the Met Police said did
not require hospital treatment.

.���4����%%"��"�����"�������,�%��"�
������"����"���"���"���6���2�7�����
�
�� ������

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken will travel to Israel

this week as part of his sixth
urgent mission to the Middle
East since the Israelis’ war with
Hamas began in October, as
relations between the two coun-
tries have soured dramatically in
recent weeks.
The visit comes amid a flurry of
calls, planned trips by US and
Israeli officials and public air-
ings of severe disagreements
over the state of the conflict —
notably Israeli plans to mount
a major military operation in
the southern Gaza city of Rafah
and what will happen to Gaza
after the war ends.
The State Department said the
Israel stop would cap Blinken’s
latest Mideast tour that started
in Saudi Arabia on Wednesday
and will continue in Egypt on
Thursday. The top US diplomat
will be in Tel Aviv on Friday
after talks with Arab leaders and
foreign ministers in Jeddah and
Cairo focused on the war in

Gaza.“In Israel, Secretary
Blinken will discuss with the
leadership of the government of
Israel the ongoing negotiations
to secure the release of all
hostages,” State Department
spokesman Matthew Miller
said. “He will discuss the need
to ensure the defeat of Hamas,
including in Rafah, in a way that
protects the civilian population,
does not hinder the delivery of
humanitarian assistance, and
advances Israel’s overall securi-
ty.”
Tensions between the US and
Israel over the prosecution of
the Gaza war have been mount-
ing for months over rising civil-
ian casualties. And they have
intensified as Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has repeatedly said he will
ignore President Joe Biden’s
warnings not to start a large-
scale ground operation in Rafah
without credible plans to protect
innocent Palestinians who have
sought refuge there.
Biden, facing a tough re-election
campaign ahead of November’s

presidential election, is under
growing domestic pressure to
rein in Israel’s military response
to the October 7 Hamas attacks
in Israel. Opposition to the war
in the United States, Arab
nations and much of the rest of
the world has shaped the evo-
lution of Blinken’s frequent trips
to the region since October.
His first two visits were largely
focused on re-affirming US
support for Israel in the imme-
diate aftermath of the Hamas
attacks, but as civilian
Palestinian casualties began to
multiply and humanitarian con-
ditions in Gaza deteriorated, his
emphasis shifted to boosting
humanitarian assistance and
protecting innocents.Since late
last year, Blinken has also used
his visits to stress the impor-
tance of Arab support for “day
after” plans for Gaza and trying
to coax Israeli leaders into
accepting a status for the
Palestinians that could help
ensure Israel’s long-term secu-
rity. As that shift has taken place,
though, the situation in Gaza

has gotten worse and relations
between the US and Israel have
nosedived. Public disagree-
ments between Biden and
Netanyahu have become more
frequent and more intense.
In a phone call with Biden on
Monday, their first in more
than a month, Netanyahu
agreed to send a high-level del-
egation to Washington to dis-
cuss plans for the proposed
Rafah operation, and the
Pentagon said Tuesday that
Israeli Defence Minister Yoav
Gallant would visit the US cap-
ital next week.In his talks in
Jeddah, Cairo and Tel Aviv,
Blinken is expected to focus on
attempts to negotiate a cease-fire
and hostage release deal,
increase humanitarian aid deliv-
eries to Gaza by land, air and sea
and plan for the territory’s post-
conflict future. In the Red Sea
city of Jeddah, Blinken met
with Saudi Arabia’s de facto
leader, Crown Prince Mohamed
bin Salman and Saudi Foreign
Minister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan. 
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Australia and the United
Kingdom signed a new

defence and security cooperation
agreement with the defence
ministers of both countries say-
ing it was required to meet ‘con-
temporary challenges’ to main-
tain a global rules-based order.

The treaty was signed by
Australian Defence Minister
Richard Marles and his UK
counterpart Grant Shapps fol-
lowing annual bilateral ministe-
rial defence talks at Parliament
House in Canberra on Thursday,
as part of the Australia-UK
Ministerial (AUKMIN) meeting,
which was first held in 2006.
“Australia’s relationship with the
UK is dynamic and enduring,”
Marles said in a written state-
ment on Thursday. “From the
UK’s leadership of support for
Ukraine and efforts to address
the Houthi threat, to increasing
contributions in the Pacific and
the Indo-Pacific, we continue to
work closely together to support

a global rules-based order.”
“As the world becomes more

complex and uncertain, we must
modernize our most important
partnerships,” the statement said.
Refreshing the bilateral defence
treaty was a commitment made
at the AUKMIN conference held
last year in the UK. Shapps said
the treaty formalises how the two
country’s will consult on issues
that affect each other’s sovereign-
ty and regional security.

“I think one of the most impor-
tant elements is it describes a
mechanism by which we consult
when either of our countries are
under threat and we have those
discussions more formalized
than it is at the moment,” Shapps
said at a joint press conference
with Marles at Parliament House
in Canberra on Thursday. “We
do already cooperate very signif-
icantly on defense matters, it
should be said.  
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British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak’s flagship legislation

aimed at flying illegal migrants
to Rwanda has hit another set
of parliamentary hurdles after
the House of Lords delivered
multiple defeats on the draft
bill, sending it back to the
Commons. The Safety of
Rwanda Bill will return for
members of Parliament to vote
on in mid-April after the Easter
recess as the Upper House
peers rejected the changes of
the House of Commons in
seven votes, with majorities
ranging between 30 and 55, on
Wednesday night.
They expressed support for
amendments to water down the
hardline legislation that seeks
to deem the East African coun-
try safe in law to block legal
challenges to migrants being
flown out to Rwanda while
their asylum claims are
assessed.

While the Opposition
Labour Party has branded the
scheme a costly “gimmick”, the
Conservative government has
said it is a key tool to tackle
soaring illegal migration via
dangerous small boats crossing
the English Channel. “It is
crystal clear, as we are seeing
from the Labour Party’s oppo-
sition in this House, that while
we are committed to stopping
the boats, the Labour Party
would keep them coming,”
said Sunak in the Commons,
when questioned about his
Rwanda scheme on

Wednesday.
“Since I became Prime
Minister, the number of small
boat crossings is down by over
a third. That is because we have
doubled National Crime
Agency funding and we have
increased illegal immigration
enforcement raids by 70 per
cent. We have closed 7,500
bank accounts, deported 24,000
illegal migrants and processed
over 112,000 cases — more
than at any point in the last two
decades,” he claimed.
Labour Leader Keir Starmer
accused the government of
wasting taxpayer’s money on
the scheme, which has a report-
ed bill of around GBP 600 mil-
lion.

“The tragedy is we know the
Prime Minister does not

even believe in the Rwanda
gimmick… His great hope is to
placate those in his party with
a couple of empty planes, pray-
ing they will not notice when
the flights stop going, the boats

are still coming and the costs
keep mounting,” said Starmer.
The Rwanda bill, meanwhile,
remains in a deadlock phase
between the two Houses of
Parliament until an agreement
can be reached on the final
wording. The government is
expected to hold consecutive
days of votes in both Houses
once Parliament is back in ses-
sion post-Easter next month
until a consensus can be found.
This means the likelihood of

the first flights of migrants tak-
ing off for Rwanda is not before
June at the earliest after the bill
clears its parliamentary journey
and receives the King’s royal
assent to become law. The leg-
islation is crucial to Sunak’s
stated priorities ahead of a
general election, with his “stop
the boats” pledge hinging on
this flagship policy to fly asy-
lum seekers out to Rwanda and
show he is cracking down on
illegal migration to the UK
shores. 

$	�����	��	����	�����	���	��	�����
������	��	������%	-�����	������
�
�� 0����

South Korea’s government will
take final steps to suspend the

licenses of striking junior doc-
tors next week as they refuse to
end their weekslong walkouts
that have burdened the country’s
medical services, officials said on
Thursday. More than 90 per cent
of the country’s 13,000 medical
interns and residents have been
on strike for about a month to
protest the government’s plan to
sharply increase medical school
admissions. Their strikes have
caused hundreds of cancelled
surgeries and other treatments
at hospitals.
Officials say it is urgent to have
more doctors because South
Korea has a rapidly aging pop-
ulation and its doctor-to-popu-
lation ratio is one of the lowest
in the developed world. But doc-
tors say schools can’t handle an
abrupt, steep increase in stu-
dents, and that it would ulti-
mately undermine the country’s

medical services.
The government has been tak-
ing a series of administrative
steps required to suspend their
licenses after they missed a gov-
ernment-set, February 29 dead-
line to return to work. The
steps include sending officials to
formally confirm the absences of
strikers, informing them of pos-
sible license suspensions and
giving them chances to respond.
Vice Health Minister Park Min-
soo told a briefing Thursday that
the government is expected to
complete those steps for some of
the striking doctors next week
and will send them notices
about its final decision to sus-
pend their licenses.
Park earlier said that under
South Korea’s medical law, the
striking doctors could face at a
minimum three-month suspen-
sions and even indictments by
prosecutors for refusing the
government’s back-to-work
order.
He urged the striking doctors to

return to work immediately,
suggesting those who end their
strikes could receive softer pun-
ishments.
“They should return as soon as
possible not only for patients but
also for their future careers.
This kind of exhaustive walkout
from hospitals must not contin-
ue any longer,” Park said. “As
we’ve said many times, we won’t
treat those who return swiftly as
equally as those who return late.”
It’s unclear whether and how
many striking doctors would
return to their hospitals at the
last minute. According to Park,
none of the strikers who were
informed of their possible
license suspension has respond-
ed.
Senior doctors at major univer-
sity hospitals recently decided to
submit resignations next week in
support of the junior doctors.
Still, most of them will likely
continue to report to work. If
they walk off the job, that would
hurt South Korea’s medical ser-

vices severely. Two senior doc-
tors, who lead an emergency
doctors’ committee for the walk-
outs, were recently given govern-
ment notices that their licenses
would be suspended for three
months for allegedly inciting the
junior doctors’ walkouts.
The striking junior doctors
account for less than 10 per cent
of South Korea’s 140,000 doctors.
But in some major hospitals,
they represent about 30-40 per
cent of the doctors, assisting
senior doctors during surgeries
and dealing with inpatients
while training.
The government aims to
increase the country’s medical
school enrollment cap by 2,000
starting next year, from the cur-
rent cap of 3,058 that has been
unchanged since 2006. On
Wednesday, the government
announced detailed plans on
how to allocate those addition-
al 2,000 admission seats to uni-
versities, a sign that it won’t back
down its plan.
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The Justice Department on
Thursday announced a

sweeping antitrust lawsuit
against Apple, accusing the
tech giant of engineering an
illegal monopoly in smart-
phones that boxes out com-
petitors and stifles innova-
tion.
The lawsuit, filed in federal

court in New Jersey, alleges
that Apple has monopoly
power in the smartphone mar-
ket and uses its control over the
iPhone to “engage in a broad,
sustained, and illegal course of
conduct.”
The lawsuit — which was also
filed with 16 state attorneys
general — is the latest exam-
ple of the Justice Department’s
approach to aggressive enforce-
ment of federal antitrust law
that officials say is aimed at
ensuring a fair and competitive
market, even as it has lost some
significant anticompetition
cases.Apple called the lawsuit
“wrong on the facts and the

law” and said it “will vigorous-
ly defend against it.”
President Joe Biden has called
for the Justice Department
and the Federal Trade
Commission to vigorously
enforce antitrust statutes. The
increased policing of corporate
mergers and business deals
has been met with resistance
from some business leaders
who have said the Democratic
administration is overreaching,
but it’s been lauded by others
as long overdue. The case is
taking direct aim at the digital
fortress that Apple Inc., based
in Cupertino, California, has
assiduously built around the
iPhone and other popular
products such as the iPad,
Mac and Apple Watch to cre-
ate what is often referred to as
a “walled garden” so its metic-
ulously designed hardware and
software can seamlessly flour-
ish together while requiring
consumers to do little more
than turn the devices on. The
strategy has helped make
Apple the world’s most pros-

perous company, with annual
revenue of nearly USD 400 bil-
lion and, until recently, a mar-
ket value of more than USD 3
trillion. But Apple’s shares have
fallen by 7 per cent this year
even as most of the stock mar-
ket has climbed to new highs,
resulting in long-time rival
Microsoft — a target of a
major Justice Department
antitrust case a quarter-centu-
ry ago — to seize the mantle as
the world’s most valuable com-
pany.
Apple said the lawsuit, if suc-
cessful, would “hinder our
ability to create the kind of
technology people expect from
Apple — where hardware, soft-
ware, and services intersect”
and would “set a dangerous
precedent, empowering gov-
ernment to take a heavy hand
in designing people’s technol-
ogy.”
“At Apple, we innovate every

day to make technology peo-
ple love — designing products
that work seamlessly together,
protect people’s privacy and

security, and create a magical
experience for our users,” the
company said in a statement.
“This lawsuit threatens who we
are and the principles that set
Apple products apart in fierce-
ly competitive markets.
Apple has defended the walled
garden as an indispensable
feature prized by consumers
who want the best protection
available for their personal
information. It has described
the barrier as a way for the
iPhone to distinguish itself
from devices running on
Google’s Android software,
which isn’t as restrictive and is
licensed to a wide range of
manufacturers.
Fears about an antitrust crack-
down on Apple’s business
model have contributed to the
drop in the company’s stock
price, along with concerns that
it is lagging Microsoft and
Google in the push to develop
products powered by artificial
intelligence technology. But
antitrust regulators made it
clear in their complaint that

they see Apple’s walled garden
most as a weapon to ward off
competition, creating market
conditions that enable it to
charge higher prices that have
propelled its lofty profit mar-
gins while stifling innovation.
“Consumers should not have
to pay higher prices because
companies violate the antitrust
laws,” Attorney General
Merrick Garland said in a
statement. “We allege that
Apple has maintained monop-
oly power in the smartphone
market, not simply by staying
ahead of the competition on
the merits, but by violating fed-
eral antitrust law. If left unchal-
lenged, Apple will only contin-
ue to strengthen its smart-
phone monopoly.”
With the attempt to rein in
Apple’s dominance, the Biden
administration is escalating
an antitrust siege that has
already triggered lawsuits
against Google and Amazon
accusing them in engaging in
illegal tactics to thwart compe-
tition, as well as unsuccessful

attempts to block acquisitions
by Microsoft and Facebook
parent Meta Platforms.
Apple’s business interests are
also entangled in the Justice
Department’s case against
Google, which went to trial last
fall and is headed toward final
arguments scheduled to begin
May 1 in Washington, D.C. In
that case, regulators are alleg-
ing Google has stymied com-
petition by paying for the
rights for its already dominant
online search engine to be the
automatic place to handle
queries on the iPhone and a
variety of web browsers in an
arrangement that generates an
estimated USD 15 billion to
USD 20 billion annually. Now
that the Justice Department is
mounting a direct attack across
its business, Apple stands to
lose even more. The Justice
Department is following up an
other recent attempts to force
Apple to change the way it runs
the iPhone and other parts of
its business.
Epic Games, the maker of the

popular Fortnite video game,
filed an antitrust lawsuit
against Apple in 2020 in an
effort break down the barriers
protecting the iPhone App
Store and a lucrative payment
system operating within it.
Apple has long collected com-
missions ranging from 15 per
cent to 30 per cent on digital
transactions completed within
apps, a setup that Epic alleged
was enabled by an illegal
monopoly that drives up prices
for consumers.After a month-
long trial in 2021, a federal
judge ruled mostly in favor of
Apple with the exception of
deciding that links to compet-
ing payment options should be
permitted inside of iPhone
apps. Apple unsuccessfully
resisted that portion of the rul-
ing until the US Supreme
Court refused to hear an
appeal in January, forcing the
company to relent. But the
concessions that Apple made
to comply with the ruling are
still facing a “bad faith” chal-
lenge from Epic, which is seek-

ing an April 30 hearing to ask
US District Judge Yvonne
Gonzalez Rogers to order more
changes.Apple also had to
open up the iPhone to allow
apps to be downloaded and
installed from competing
stores in Europe to comply
with a new set of regulators
called the Digital Markets Act,
or DMA, earlier this month
but its approach is being pillo-
ried by critics as little more
than an end-around the rules
that will enable it to continue
to muscle out real competition.
European Union regulators
already have vowed to crack
down on Apple if it finds the
company’s tactics continue to
thwart true consumer choice.
All of this comes on top of a
USD 2 billion (1.8 billion euro)
fine that European regulators
slapped on Apple earlier this
month after concluding that
the company had undermined
competition in the music
streaming through the iPhone,
despite Spotify being the leader
in that market. 
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Meulaboh (AP): An
Indonesian search and rescue
ship on Thursday located a cap-
sized wooden boat that had
been carrying dozens of
Rohingya Muslim refugees,
and began pulling survivors
who had been standing on its
hull to safety. An AP photog-
rapher aboard the rescue ship
said 10 people had been taken
aboard local fishing boats and
another 59 were being saved by
the Indonesian craft.
Men, women and children,
weak and soaked from the
night’s rain, wept as the rescue
operation got underway and
people were taken aboard a
rubber dinghy to the rescue
boat. It was unclear how many
refugees were aboard the small
craft when it capsized off of
Indonesia’s northernmost coast
on Wednesday, with six sur-
vivors initially rescued by local
fishermen estimating between
60 and 100 people.
It was unclear whether all
managed to cling to the cap-
sized craft overnight or
whether some had drowned.
Indonesia’s search and rescue

team only left Banda Aceh city
in the evening Wednesday,
many hours after the capsizing,
and initially had difficulty
locating the boat in the chop-
py waters off the coast.
It finally found the boat and the
survivors about midday on
Thursday. Amiruddin, a tribal
fishing community leader in
Aceh Barat district, said those
rescued indicated that the boat
was sailing east when it start-
ed leaking and then strong cur-
rents pushed it toward the
west of Aceh. 
The six said others were still
trying to survive on the cap-
sized craft.
About 7,40,000 Rohingya were
resettled in Bangladesh to
escape the brutal counterinsur-
gency campaign by security
forces in their homeland of
Myanmar. Thousands have
been trying to flee overcrowd-
ed camps in Bangladesh to
neighbouring countries with
Indonesia seeing a spike in
refugee numbers since
November which prompted it
to call on the international
community for help. 

Colombo (PTI): Sri Lanka’s
Parliament Speaker Mahinda
Yapa Abeywardena on Thursday
survived an opposition-spon-
sored no-trust motion, the first
of its kind in the island nation’s
history. Abeywardena won with
117 against (the motion) and 75
for in the vote held in the 225-
member Assembly.
The main opposition Samagi
Jana Balawegaya (SJB) moved the
no-trust motion alleging him of
government bias in addition to
violation of the Constitution.
The opposition charged that
Abeywardena, a member of the
ruling Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna (SLPP), failed to
accommodate the highest court-
recommended amendments to
the controversial online safety bill
adopted at the end of January.
Abeywardena was also accused
of using his tie-breaking vote at
the constitutional council to
appoint the incumbent police
chief. He was blamed for acting
in consort with President Ranil
Wickremesinghe to appoint
Deshabandu Tennakoon to the
police chief ’s job despite
Tennakoon facing strictures by
a court in a fundamental rights
petition.


���� 0����Q��

Announ-c-ing the staff-
level agreement on the

successful completion of the
existing short-term facility,
the IMF has confirmed that
cash-strapped Pakistan is
seeking a 24th medium-term
bailout package for a perma-
nent push towards longstand-
ing structural reforms.
The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) in its end-of-mis-
sion statement on Wednesday
said the cash-strapped coun-
try “expressed interest in a
successor medium-term
Fund-supported programme
to permanently resolve
Pakistan’s fiscal and external
sustainability weaknesses,
strengthening its economic
recovery, and laying the foun-
dations for strong, sustain-
able, and inclusive growth”,
Dawn News reported.
It said the global lender’s
team reached a staff-level
agreement with the Pakistani
authorities on the second and
final review of Pakistan’s sta-
bilisation programme sup-
ported by the IMF’s USD 3
billion standby arrangement
approved in July last year.
The statement said subject to
the approval of its executive
board, the staff-level agree-
ment would enable Pakistan
to access about USD 1.1 bil-
lion — 828 million special
drawing rights (SDR) — by
late April.
While doing so, the Fund
also laid bare the broader,
though well-known, condi-
tionalities of the next pro-
gramme on which “discus-
sions are expected to start in
the coming months”, the state-
ment added. As in the past
programmes, four central
areas would remain under
focus for reforms. 
The top objective of the next
medium-term programme —
Extended Fund Facility of
about 36 to 39 months —
would be strengthening pub-
lic  f inances,  including
through gradual fiscal consol-
idation and broadening the
tax base, especially in under-
taxed sectors (read real estate,
retail and wholesale trade
and agriculture) and improv-
ing tax administration to

improve debt sustainability
and create space for higher
priority development and
social assistance spending to
protect the vulnerable.
The second objective of the
next programme would be
restoring the energy sector’s
viability by accelerating cost-
reducing reforms, including
improving electricity trans-
mission and distribution,
moving captive power
demand to the electricity grid,
strengthening distribution
company governance and
management, and undertak-
ing effective anti-theft efforts.
The third key objective is
returning inflation to the tar-
get, with a deeper and more
transparent flexible foreign
exchange market supporting
external rebalancing and
rebuilding foreign exchange
reserves.
The fourth and last critical
aim would be promoting pri-
vate-led activity through the
actions mentioned above as
well as the removal of distor-
tionary protection, advance-
ment of state-owned enter-
prises (SOEs) reforms to
improve the sector’s perfor-
mance, and the scaling up
investment in human capital
to make economic growth
more resilient and inclusive
and enable Pakistan to reach
its economic potential.
The IMF staff-level agree-
ment recognised the “strong
programme implementation”
by the State Bank of Pakistan
and the caretaker govern-
ment in recent months, as
well as the new government’s
intentions for ongoing policy
and reform efforts to move
Pakistan from stabilisation
to a strong and sustainable
recovery.
“Pakistan’s economic and
f inancial  posit ion has
improved in the months since
the first review, with growth
and confidence continuing
to recover on the back of pru-
dent policy management and
the resumption of inflows
from multilateral and bilater-
al partners”, the IMF mission
chief to Pakistan, Nathan
Porter, noted.
However, growth is expected
to be modest this year and
inflation remains well above

target, Porter said.
Porter emphasised that “ongo-
ing policy and reform efforts
were required to address
Pakistan’s deep-seated eco-
nomic vulnerabilities amidst
the ongoing challenges posed
by elevated external and
domestic financing needs and
an unsettled external environ-
ment”.
The mission also welcomed
the new government’s com-
mitment to continue the pol-
icy efforts that started under
the current bailout package to
entrench economic and finan-
cial stability for the remainder
of this year.
In particular, the authorities
recommitted to delivering the
fiscal 2024’s general govern-
ment primary balance target
of Rs401 billion (0.4per cent
of GDP), with further efforts
towards broadening the tax
base and continuing with the
timely implementation of
power and gas tariff adjust-
ments to keep average tariffs
consistent with cost recovery
while protecting the vulnera-
ble through the existing pro-
gressive tariff structures, thus
avoiding any net circular debt
accumulation in the ongoing
fiscal year.
The State Bank also reaf-
firmed to the IMF that it
would maintain a prudent
monetary policy to lower
inflation and ensure exchange
rate flexibility and transparen-
cy in foreign exchange mar-
ket operations.
Pakistan’s new finance minis-
ter Muhammad Aurangzeb,
who assumed charge last
week, had said that his prior-
ity was to start negotiations
with the Washington-based
IMF to bail out the country
from its financial woes.
Last year, the IMF Executive
Board approved the USD 3
billion Stand-By Arrangement
(SBA) for Pakistan, the term
for which is set to expire
next month. 
So far, two tranches have
been issued while the last
one is pending the review of
the conditions set by the
lender.
Last year, the timely support
by the IMF helped the coun-
try to avoid a potential default
on its external liabilities. 
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At least two soldiers of the
Pakistani Army were killed

and eight Baloch terrorists
were “sent to hell” when secu-
rity personnel foiled an attempt
by heavily armed Baloch insur-
gents to storm the Gwadar
Port Authority complex in the
restive Balochistan province,
the military has said.
The port complex hosts sever-
al government and paramilitary
offices and the strategically
located Gwadar Port remains
one of the focal points of the
billion-dollar China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
Project.
A press release from the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the military’s media
wing, said a group of terrorists
attempted to enter the Port
Authority Colony but were
successfully thwarted by secu-
rity forces personnel on
Wednesday.
“Own troops employed for
security responded immediate-
ly and effectively engaged the
terrorists, and in ensuing fire
exchange, all eight terrorists
were sent to hell,” the statement
said late on Wednesday.
Two sepoys were killed in the
exchange of fire, the statement
said. A large quantity of arms,
ammunition and explosives
was also recovered from the
possession of the militants
from the separatist Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA).
Balochistan, bordering Iran
and Afghanistan, is home to a
long-running violent insur-
gency. Baloch insurgent groups
have previously carried out
several attacks targeting the
USD 60 billion CPEC pro-
jects. The BLA is opposed to
China’s investments in
Balochistan and accuses Beijing
and Islamabad of exploitation
of the resource-rich province,
a charge rejected by the author-
ities. Thousands of Chinese
personnel are working in
Pakistan on several projects
being carried out under the
aegis of the CPEC.
BLA’s Majeed Brigade, which
was formed in 2011, is a par-
ticularly lethal guerilla cell of
the BLA. It was named after a

guard of former prime minis-
ter Zulfikar Ali Bhutto who was
killed while attempting to
assassinate the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) founder. It has
been alleged that the group also
maintains sanctuaries in areas
along the Pak-Iran border.
The brigade, which is the sui-
cide squad of the BLA, mostly
targets security forces and
Chinese interests in Pakistan. It
also claimed responsibility for
the April 2022 suicide attack
outside the Karachi University’s
Confucius Institute.
The outfit had also claimed
responsibility for three coordi-
nated attacks launched using

rockets and sophisticated
weapons in Balochistan’s Mach
town in January, some 70 kilo-
metres from the provincial
capital of Quetta.
The attack comes on a day
when Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif asserted that his govern-
ment will not tolerate any acts
of cross-border terrorism.
Gwadar Senior Superintendent
of Police Captain (retd) Zohaib
Mohsin said the situation is
now under control.
A large contingent of police and
security forces had arrived at
the scene when the intense fir-
ing was ongoing, he added.
A statement from the United

Nations Department for Safety
and Security said “several
explosions followed by contin-
uous firing” were reported
during the attack on the com-
plex. The statement confirmed
there were no immediate
reports of civilian casualties,
elaborating that seven person-
nel from three UN agencies
based in Gwadar and two UN
agencies on missions were “safe
and accounted for”.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
commending the security
forces for thwarting the attack,
appreciated the valour and
professional skills of the per-
sonnel and officers of the police
and security forces.
He paid tribute to the soldiers
who laid down their lives dur-
ing the operation, the PM
Office Media Wing said in a
press release.
Shehbaz further said those try-
ing to target Gwadar and
Balochistan wanted to interrupt
the process for the country’s
economic prosperity and
vowed to foil all internal and
external conspiracies with the
help of the people.
Balochistan Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti hailed security
and law enforcement officials
for their response against the
attackers and said “the message
is loud and clear” that “whoso-
ever chooses to use violence
will see no mercy from the
state”.
Pakistan has witnessed an
uptick in terror activities in the
past year, especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
after the banned militant
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) outfit ended its ceasefire
with the government in
November 2022. Balochistan
faces a double threat by the
banned TTP as well as Baloch
militants. 
The incidents of terrorism have
increased in Pakistan since the
Taliban took over the govern-
ment in Kabul, dashing hopes
in Islamabad that a friendly
government in Afghanistan
would help to tackle militancy.
Wednesday’s attack comes after
a lull in violence and terror
activities in the Balochistan
province since the February 8
general elections.

Hanoi (AP): Vietnam’s Vice
President Vo Thi Anh Xuan will
serve as acting president after
the previous president’s resigna-
tion a year into the position, a
Communist Party newspaper
reported on Thursday. Analysts
said a permanent candidate
was unlikely to be selected
soon, underscoring the growing
concerns among foreign
investors about political insta-
bility in the Southeast Asian
nation that is a growing man-
ufacturing hub and sits at the
middle of the US-China com-
petition for global influence.
Xuan, 54, became vice president
in 2021 and she will be serving
as acting president for the sec-
ond time, the Tuoi Tre daily
reported. 
On Wednesday, President Vo
Van Thuong resigned due to
unspecified violations that hurt
the perception and reputation
of the party and the state, the
Communist Party said.
Thuong’s predecessor Nguyen
Xuan Phuc had resigned last
year to take “political responsi-
bility” for corruption scandals
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Although the violations
were not detailed, analysts said
the party’s language made it

clear he was implicated in the
anti-corruption campaign.
That the youngest president in
Vietnam’s modern history, once
considered the protege of
Communist Party chief Nguyen
Phu Trong, 79, became its
shortest-tenured is a “political
earthquake,” said Nguyen Khac
Giang, an analyst at Singapore’s
ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute.
And it is likely to be followed
by a “very complicated” succes-
sion within the party that’ll like-
ly last until the all-important
National Congress in 2026 —
the party’s most important
meeting when the successor to
the Trong, Vietnam’s most pow-
erful politician, will be deter-
mined.
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Indonesian Defence Minister
Prabowo Subianto was

announced the winner of the
presidential election in the
world’s third-largest democ-
racy on Wednesday over two
former governors who vow to
contest the result in court over
alleged irregularities.
Subianto, who was accused of
abuses under the past dictator-
ship and chose the son of the
popular outgoing president as
his running mate, won 58.6 per
cent of the votes.
Former Jakarta Gov. Anies
Baswedan received 24.9 per
cent and former Central Java
Gov. Ganjar Pranowo got 16.5
per cent, the General Election
Commission said. It posted
polling stations’ tabulation
forms on its website, allowing
for independent verification.
Subianto said he will respect
those who made different

choices in the vote. “We call on
all Indonesian people to look to
the future together,” he told a
news conference. “We must
unite and join hands because
our challenges as a nation are
very big.”
Subianto has received congrat-
ulatory messages from other
Southeast Asian nations as well
as the Chinese, Russian,
French, Dutch and British gov-
ernments, who all expressed
their wishes to work with his
new government.
“We look forward to partner-
ing closely with President-elect
Subianto and his
Administration when they take
office in October,” US State
Secretary Antony J. Blinken
said after his victory was con-
firmed. About 300 demonstra-
tors held banners and signs
criticising outgoing President
Joko Widodo for supporting
Subianto and alleging wide-
spread fraud. They burned

photos of the president with
trash near the election commis-
sion’s compound. The second-
and third-place finishers have
refused to concede. On
Thursday morning, Baswedan’s

lawyers filed a challenge to the
results in the Constitutional
Court. Pranowo also plans a
court challenge.
“We do not want to let these
various deviations from

democracy pass without histor-
ical records and set a bad
precedent for future election
organisers,” Baswedan said after
final results were announced.
They have alleged fraud, citing
the vice presidential candida-
cy of Widodo’s son. Widodo
could not run again, and his
son’s candidacy has been seen
as a sign of his tacit backing of
Subianto.
Widodo’s son, Gibran
Rakabuming Raka, is 37 but
became Subianto’s running
mate after the Constitutional
Court made an exception to the
minimum age requirement of
40 for candidates. The court’s
chief justice, who is Widodo’s
brother-in-law, was then
removed by an ethics panel for
failing to recuse himself and for
making last-minute changes
to election candidacy require-
ments. The new president will
be inaugurated on October 20
and will have to appoint a

Cabinet within two weeks.
Subianto had claimed victory
on election day last month
after unofficial tallies showed
he was winning nearly 60 per
cent of the votes. Voter turnout
was about 80 per cent, the elec-
tion commission said.
Subianto won in 36 of 38
provinces and received 96.2
million votes compared to 40.9
million for Baswedan, who
won in two provinces.
Baswedan, the former head of
an Islamic university, won a
massive majority in the conser-
vative westernmost province of
Aceh. Pranowo, the candidate
of the governing Indonesian
Democratic Party of Struggle,
received 27 million votes and
did not win any provinces.
Todung Mulya Lubis, a promi-
nent lawyer who represents
Pranowo, asserted that election
irregularities occurred before,
during and after the polls.
Widodo has dismissed the

fraud allegations, saying the
election process was watched
by many people including rep-
resentatives of the candidates,
the election supervisory agency
and security personnel.
“Layered supervision like this
would eliminate possible
fraud,” Widodo told reporters
last month. “Don’t scream
fraud. We have mechanisms to
solve the fraud. If you have evi-
dence, take it to the Election
Supervisory Agency. If you
have evidence, challenge it to
the Constitutional Court.”
The campaign teams of
Baswedan and Pranowo said
they would provide evidence
for their claims. But Lubis said
his team has had difficulty
getting witnesses to testify in
court due to alleged intimida-
tion by authorities. He
acknowledged that successful-
ly challenging the election
result with such a wide official
margin of victory will be diffi-

cult. The ethics panel that
removed Anwar Usman as the
court’s chief justice allowed
him to remain on the court
under certain conditions,
including banning him from
involvement when the court
adjudicates election disputes
this year.
That means any such cases
brought to the court would be
decided by eight justices
instead of all nine members.
Subianto’s campaign highlight-
ed the Widodo administra-
tion’s progress in reducing
poverty and vowed to contin-
ue the modernisation agenda
that has brought rapid growth
and vaulted Indonesia into the
ranks of middle-income coun-
tries. But Subianto has laid out
few other concrete plans for his
presidency, leaving observers
uncertain about what his elec-
tion will mean for the country’s
growth and its still-maturing
democracy.
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Pakistan on Thursday said
that the concerns a top US

official raised over last month’s
general elections and its out-
come were due to a “misunder-
standing” of its internal situa-
tion and election laws. Foreign
Office spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch at a weekly press
briefing was responding to
queries about the remarks by
US Assistant Secretary of State
Donald Lu at a congressional
hearing that if the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
failed to investigate allegations
of irregularities in the February
8 elections, it will “retard”
America’s relationship with
Pakistan.
According to state-run Radio
Pakistan, Baloch said “some
statements made there reflect-
ed a misunderstanding of
Pakistan’s domestic situation
and electoral laws.”
Jailed former premier Imran
Khan has accused the current
government led by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, the
powerful military establish-
ment and the top electoral
body of being behind last
month’s allegedly manipulated
polls, the authenticity of which
his party has questioned.
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaft (PTI) party has refused
to accept the outcome of the
polls, alleging that the results
were manipulated.
Though more than 90 indepen-
dent candidates backed by the
PTI won the maximum num-
ber of seats in the National
Assembly, the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) led by
former prime minister Nawaz
Sharif and the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) led by former for-
eign minister Bilawal Bhutto
struck a post-poll deal and
formed a coalition govern-
ment in the country.
At the same time, the FO
spokesperson hoped that
Pakistan could engage in
meaningful discussion with
the US “to address these mis-
understandings.” Baloch
emphasised that Pakistan val-
ued its close relations with the
US and believed in constructive
engagement with it.
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Washington (PTI): Pakistan is
facing a terrible threat of ter-
rorism as areas along its bor-
der with Afghanistan have
witnessed a multi-fold increase
in terrorist activities, a top
Biden Administration official
has said.
During a Congressional hear-
ing on Pakistani elections on
Wednesday, Assistant
Secretary of State for South
and Central Asia Donald Lu
told members of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee
that Afghanistan has witnessed
conflict for 40 years and
Pakistan has been caught up in
it.
“The end of the war in
Afghanistan provides us all an
opportunity, an opportunity to
have a relationship with
Pakistan on its own terms
and we are committed to
doing that,” Lu said.
“One of the major goals that
we have with Pakistan now is
to support the Pakistani peo-
ple as they face this terrible
threat of terrorism. Many of
the members have discussed
this, but this is a country
where the people have suffered
under the threat of terrorism
in a way that I think no one on
the planet has had to suffer,” he
said. The attacks, particularly
in the provinces of Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
over the past three years have
grown exponentially. Attacks
continue to be launched from
Afghan territory, Lu said.
“And you saw a major attack
on Saturday in which seven
policemen were killed by the
TTP, the Pakistani Taliban. We
call on the Afghan Taliban to
ensure that its territory is not
used as a launching pad for
terrorist groups,” he said.
A Lieutenant Colonel and a
Captain along with five sol-
diers were killed when six
terrorists launched multiple
suicide attacks on a security
check post in the restive trib-
al district of North Waziristan
bordering Afghanistan on
Saturday. All the six terrorists
who attacked the check post in
the Mir Ali area were shot
dead, the Pakistani army had
said.
In response to the attack,
Pakistan on Monday carried
out airstrikes on the banned
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) affiliated militants in
Taliban-ruled Afghanistan.
At least eight civilians, includ-
ing three children, were killed
in the airstrikes, the Afghan
Taliban said and summoned
the charge d’affaires of
Pakistan’s embassy in Kabul to
lodge a strong protest.
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Pakistan’s Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif has said that

Islamabad does not want an
“armed conflict” with
Afghanistan, days after
Pakistani air force jets carried
out air strikes against terrorists
in the border regions of Khost
and Paktika inside the neigh-
bouring country.
“Force is the last resort. We do
not want to have an armed con-
flict with Afghanistan,” he said,
warning that Pakistan could
block the corridor it provided to
Afghanistan for trade with
India. 
“A message needed to be sent
that this [cross-border terror-
ism] has grown too much,” Asif
said in an interview with Voice
of America published on
Wednesday, according to the
Dawn newspaper. Pakistan
wanted to convey to the Afghan
interim government in Kabul
that “we cannot continue like
this,” he said while commenting
on the Pakistani airstrikes.
On Monday, Pakistan carried
out intelligence-based opera-
tions targeting Tehreek-e-
Taliban’s Hafiz Gul Bahadur

Group which is responsible for
the March 16 attack in Mir Ali,
North Waziristan and multiple
other terrorist attacks in the
country.
Islamabad’s action came follow-
ing a deadly attack on Pakistani
forces which resulted in the
killing of seven soldiers includ-
ing a Lieutenant Colonel and a
Captain. Asif warned that
Islamabad could block the cor-
ridor it provided to Afghanistan
for trade with India. The
defence minister asserted that
Pakistan had the right to stop
facilitating Kabul if it failed to
curb anti-Pakistan terrorists
operating on Afghan soil. “If
Afghanistan treats us like an
enemy, then why should we give
them a trade corridor?” he
asked. Pakistan has repeatedly
called on the Afghan interim
government to prevent its soil
from being used against
Pakistan by TTP and other
militant organisations — a claim
denied by Kabul.
Recalling the February 2023
visit to Kabul by a high-level del-
egation led by him, Asif said he
had told the Taliban ministers
to not let banned militant
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan’s

(TTP) past “favours” tie Kabul’s
hands.
“If they [TTP] have done you a
favour and you’re grateful to
them, then control them. Don’t
let them start a war with us
while living in your country, and
you become their ally,” Voice of
America quoted him as saying.
“If they can harm us, then we’ll
be forced to [retaliate],” he said,
expressing hope that
Afghanistan would rein in the
TTP. Asif alleged that Kabul was
letting the TTP operate against
Pakistan in a bid to prevent its
members from joining the mil-
itant Islamic State group’s local
chapter, known as the IS-
Khorasan chapter.
On Wednesday, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif asserted that
his government will not toler-
ate any acts of cross-border ter-
rorism and that his country
would like to exist in peace with
all its neighbours. Addressing
the first meeting of the apex
committee – a top official civil-
military body tasked to tackle
militancy – since the new gov-
ernment came to power earlier
in the month, Shehbaz said
that Pakistan would like to have
peace with all neighbours.
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SRM TO START SPORTS TRIAL 
SRM Institute of Science and
Technology - among India’s biggest
and pre-eminent destinations for
higher education across disciplines-
will be admitting athletes who have
excelled at State, National, and
International events for the
academic year 2024-2025. The trials for the various sports and games,
track and field, and indoor sports will be held from April 4 onwards.
SRMIST provides wholesome education to India’s talented young
women and men and as part of this endeavour, encourages students who
excel in sports. 

PFC CONSULTING TRANSFERS SOLAPUR
TRANSMISSION SPV TO TORRENT POWER
PFC Consulting Limited, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Power Finance
Corporation Limited, a Maharatna CPSE, has transferred a transmission
project-specific Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) ‘Solapur Transmission
Limited’ to ‘Torrent Power Limited’, the successful bidder, on March 20.
The SPV was transferred in the presence of Manoj Rana, CEO, PFCCL,
Sudhir Prasad, Executive Director,Torrent Power limited and other senior
officials of PFC Consulting and Torrent Power Limited. The selection of
successful bidder was carried out through Tariff Based Competitive
Bidding process for selection of Transmission Service Provider for
establishment of transmission system in line with guidelines notified by
Ministry of Power, Government of India.

BUSINESS BBRIEF

PTI n NEW DELHI

All public sector banks in India
showed a reduction in non-
performing asset levels over the

last six months while only 67 per cent
of private sector banks reported a
decline during the period, said a
FICCI-IBA Bankers’ survey released
on Thursday.
The survey revealed that 77 per cent
of the respondent banks reported a
decrease in the NPA levels in the last
six months, with public sector banks
reporting better asset quality as
compared to their private sector
counterparts.
The 18th round of the FICCI-IBA
Bankers’ survey was carried out for
the period July to December 2023. A
total of 23 banks, including public
sector, private sector and foreign
banks, participated in the survey.
These banks together represent about
77 per cent of the banking industry, as
classified by asset size.
Over half of the banks covered in the
FICCI-IBA Bankers’ unveiled on
Thursday believe that gross non-
performing assets would be in the
range of 3-3.5 per cent over the next
six months.
“All responding public sector banks
(PSBs) have cited a reduction in NPA
levels while amongst participating

private sector banks, 67 per cent of
banks have cited a decrease. None of
the respondent PSBs and foreign
banks have stated an increase in NPA
levels over the last six months while
22 per cent of private banks reported
an increase,” the survey highlighted.
Amongst the sectors that continue to
show a high level of NPAs, most of the
participating bankers identified
sectors such as Food Processing,
Textiles, and Infrastructure.
The survey also suggests that the
outlook for non-food industry credit
over the next six months is optimistic
with 41 per cent of the participating
banks expecting non-food industry
credit growth to be above 12 per cent

while 18 per cent feel that non-food
industry credit growth would be in
the range of 10-12 per cent.
Moreover, 36 per cent of the
respondents are of the view that non-
food industry credit growth would be
in the range of 8-10 per cent.
“Over half of the respondent banks in
the current round believe that Gross
NPAs would be in the range of 3-3.5
per cent over the next six months. 14
per cent of respondents are of the
view that NPA levels would be in the
range of 2.5-3 per cent,” Ficci stated.
As such, term deposits have picked up
pace as reported by the respondent
banks. Further, around 70 per cent of
respondents have reported a decrease

in the share of CASA deposits in total
deposits.
According to the survey, 65 per cent
of respondent banks reported credit
standards for large enterprises to have
remained unchanged as against 54
per cent in the last round.
Respondents reporting easing of
credit standards has decreased to 17
per cent in the current round as
against 29 per cent in the previous
round while those reporting
tightening in credit standards were
largely the same as in the previous
round. For SMEs too, 64 per cent of
the respondent banks reported no
change in credit standards in the
current round, and 27 per cent have
reported easing of credit standards.
“India’s economy held relatively well
(7.6 per cent) in FY24 compared to
other major economies driven by
strong investment growth and a
rebound in industrial activity. 
“Credit growth also continued to rise,
supported by factors such as
economic expansion and a continued
push for retail credit which has been
supported by improving
digitalisation. The banking sector’s
clean balance sheets support further
loan growth going forward,” Ficci
stated.
The survey findings show that long-
term credit demand has seen

continued growth for sectors such as
Infrastructure, Metals, Iron and Steel,
Food Processing. Infrastructure is
witnessing an increase in credit flow
with 82 per cent of the respondents
indicating an increase in long-term
loans as against 67 per cent in the
previous round.
Customers’ search for higher rates
and the ability to lock those interest
rates for a longer time has led to a shift
in favour of term deposits, found the
survey.
Over 40 per cent of respondents have
reported a decrease in requests for
restructuring of advances in the
current round of the survey as
compared to 54 per cent in the
previous round.
The proportion of respondent banks
citing an increase in requests for
restructuring of advances was 17 per
cent, which is the same as in the
previous round. Bank-wise analysis
revealed that 50 per cent of
participating PSBs have cited a
decrease in requests for restructuring
of advances while 30 per cent of such
respondents have reported an
increase in such requests.
As per respondents, some of the
sectors that may continue to show
NPAs over the next six months
include textiles and garments,
agriculture and gems and jewellery. PTI nMUMBAI

Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty surged

nearly 1 per cent on Thursday
in tandem with a rally in global
markets after the US Fed
projected three rate cuts this
year.
Rising for the second day, the
30-share BSE Sensex jumped
539.50 points or 0.75 per cent
to settle at 72,641.19. During
the day, it zoomed 780.77
points or 1.08 per cent to
72,882.46. The NSE Nifty
climbed 172.85 points or 0.79
per cent to 22,011.95.
From the Sensex basket,
NTPC, Power Grid, IndusInd
Bank, Tata Steel, Tata Motors,
JSW Steel, Tech Mahindra and
Larsen & Toubro were the
biggest gainers.
Bharti Airtel, Maruti, ICICI
Bank and Asian Paints were
the laggards.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, and Hong Kong settled
significantly higher while
Shanghai ended lower.
European markets were

trading in positive territory.
Wall Street ended with
remarkable gains on
Wednesday. The S&P 500
jumped to an all-time high.
The Dow Jones Industrial
Average and the Nasdaq
Composite also hit record-
high levels.
“Domestic market is taking
cues from the global market
infusing optimism as the
Federal Reserve signalled to
remain on track for three
interest rate cuts this year
despite inflation staying above
long-term target,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude dipped 0.08 per cent to
USD 85.88 a barrel.
Foreign institutional investors
offloaded equities worth Rs
2,599.19 crore on Wednesday,
according to exchange data.
The 30-share BSE benchmark
rebounded 89.64 points or 0.12
per cent to settle at 72,101.69
on Wednesday. The NSE Nifty
climbed 21.65 points or 0.10
per cent to 21,839.10.

Sensex, Nifty surge
nearly 1 per cent

PSBs saw fall in NPAs over last six months: Survey
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Robust regulatory
frameworks are needed to

protect customers from misuse
and fraud resulting from rapid
digitalisation in financial
services and proliferation of
fintech platforms, RBI deputy
governor Swaminathan J said
while speaking at an event in
Paris.
Addressing the Global Money
Week 2024 earlier this week,
the deputy governor said the
COVID-19 pandemic
accelerated digitalisation in
financial services, prompting a
swift transition to online mode
by service providers and
customers, according to an RBI
statement.
Accompanying this surge in
digitalisation was also the
proliferation of fintech
platforms, he said.
Often operating outside the
regulatory envelope and
unconstrained by legacy
systems that typically
encumber traditional banks,
fintech companies exhibit
remarkable agility and
adaptability in offering
customised financial products,
Swaminathan added.
“These developments are
indeed welcome. However,
while they offer immense
benefits such as accessibility
and hyper-personalization,
they also heighten the risk of
misuse and fraud. They can
expose consumers to risk of
cyberattacks, data breaches,
and often times, some financial
harm,” he said.
The senior RBI official
emphasised that consumers
may struggle to resolve
disputes or obtain
compensation due to lack of
transparency on the part of

such players.
“These new risks must be
addressed through robust
regulatory frameworks,
enhanced cybersecurity
measures, and increased
consumer awareness
initiatives,” he said.
The deputy governor also
shared some of the approaches
adopted in India through
regulation, supervision and
enhanced consumer
awareness.
He elaborated on Indian
regulations and supervision,
including the requirement of
multi-factor authentication for
most of payments through
electronic modes and fund
transfers, guidelines on digital
lending, and national cyber
crime reporting portal.
“Despite all these measures,
instances of unauthorised
transactions due to
compromised credentials from
phishing attacks or customer
negligence are not
uncommon,” Swaminathan
said.
The RBI therefore, makes
concerted efforts to foster a
culture of financial prudence
and resilience through
customer awareness and
education campaigns, he said
in his speech on topic ‘Safe
banking practices - protecting
the young’.
“As we focus on safeguarding
the young, let us not forget the
vulnerability of our senior
citizens to financial frauds and
cybercrime. It is incumbent
upon us to extend our efforts
to ensure their financial
security and well-being as
well,” the RBI official said.
He stressed that it is imperative
to remain vigilant and
proactive in addressing the
emerging risks and challenges.

Robust regulatory frameworks
must to check digitalisation risks,
says RBI Deputy Governor
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Kia India on Thursday said
it will increase prices of its

range of vehicles by up to 3 per
cent from April 1, 2024.
The decision is attributed to
the escalation in commodity
prices and supply chain-relat-
ed inputs, the automaker,
which sells models like Seltos,
Sonet and Carens, said in a
statement.
It marks the first price adjust-
ment by the company this year,
Kia India said. Commenting on
the development, Kia India
National Head Sales and
Marketing Hardeep Singh Brar
said the company consistently
strives to deliver premium and
technologically advanced prod-
ucts to customers.
“However, due to the continu-
ous increase in commodity
prices, adverse exchange rate
and rising input cost, we are
compelled to implement a par-
tial price hike,” he added.
The company is absorbing a
significant portion of the
increase, allowing customers to
continue driving their favourite
Kia cars without a major dent
in their pockets, Brar stated.
Kia has sold almost 1.16 mil-
lion units in India and overseas
markets combined to date.

Kia India to hike
vehicle prices by
three per cent 

PTI nMUMBAI

The rupee appreciated 6
paise to close at 83.13

(provisional) against the US
dollar on Thursday, supported
by a firm trend in domestic
equities and a weak greenback
amid rising appetite for riskier
assets.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 83.07 against the
greenback. The unit hit an
intra-day high of 83.04 and a
low of 83.16.
The local unit finally settled at
83.13 (provisional) against the
dollar, higher by 6 paise from
its previous close of 83.19.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading 0.15
per cent higher at 103.54.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Mahindra & Mahindra on Thursday
said it has tied up with a unit of

Adani Total Gas to establish electric
vehicle charging infrastructure across the
country.
The auto major and Adani Total Energies
E-Mobility Ltd (ATEL) have inked a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) in
this regard. The MoU sets a roadmap for
the creation of an expansive EV charging
infrastructure across the country, it added.
Moreover, the partnership will also entail
rolling out e-mobility solutions to provide
seamless access to the charging network
for the customers covering discovery,
availability, navigation, and transactions,
the Mumbai-based automaker said.
With this association, electric vehicle
XUV400 customers will now have access
to more than 1,100 chargers, it added.

“This alliance is a cornerstone in
enhancing the EV charging infrastructure,
ensuring our customers enjoy seamless
access to charging network and digital
integration for an unparalleled EV
experience,” M&M President -
Automotive Division Veejay Nakra said.
In line with the commitment to enhance
customer experience with partner
network, the company is actively
onboarding multiple partners to broaden
the EV ecosystem, driving the adoption of
electric vehicles, he added.
Adani Total Gas Executive Director &
CEO Suresh P Manglani said the
collaboration with M&M for the charging
infrastructure will bolster the confidence
of customers to embrace EV technology as
part of the energy transition.
“Together, such steps will help reduce
carbon emissions, and help India meet its
climate action goals,” he added.

M&M, Adani Total join hands
to set up EV charging infra

PTI n MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank on
Thursday issued an

omnibus framework for recog-
nising Self-Regulatory
Organisations (SROs) for its
regulated entities, under which
SROs would be required to
establish minimum benchmarks
for their members.
The RBI said SROs enhance the
effectiveness of regulations by
drawing upon the technical
expertise of practitioners and
also aid in framing/ fine-tuning
regulatory policies by providing
inputs on technical and practi-
cal aspects.

With the growth of regulated
entities (REs) in terms of num-
ber as well as scale of operations,
increase in adoption of innov-
ative technologies and enhanced
customer outreach, the RBI had
felt the need to develop better
industry standards for self-reg-
ulation.
The framework said, SROs will
be expected to operate with
credibility, objectivity and
responsibility under the over-
sight of the regulator, with the
objective to improve regulatory
compliance.
In general, SROs are expected to
adhere to a set of overarching
objectives for betterment of the

sector they represent, foster
advancement and address crit-
ical industry concerns within the
broader financial system, it said.
“The primary responsibility of
the SRO towards its members
would be to promote best busi-
ness practices. The SRO shall
establish minimum benchmarks
and conventions for profession-
al market conduct amongst its
members,” the RBI’s framework
said.
The term ‘members’ used in the
framework refers to the REs
which accept the membership of
the SRO.
The central bank also said a SRO
is expected to be an ally of the

Reserve Bank in ensuring bet-
ter compliance with the regula-
tory guidelines, protection of
stakeholder interests, foster
innovation and detection of
early warning signals.
The SROs would be a not-for-
profit company registered under
Section 8 of the Companies Act,
2013. The membership of SRO
shall be voluntary.
Existing SROs already recog-
nised by the Reserve Bank
would continue to be governed
by the terms and conditions
under which they were recog-
nised, unless this framework is
specifically extended to such
SROs.

RBI issues omnibus framework for
recognising SROs for regulated entities

Rupee rises six
paise to close
at 83.13 against
US dollar
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ICICI Bank on Thursday said
1 crore customers from rival

banks are using its interopera-
ble mobile banking application,
Imobile Pay. The second largest
private sector lender has allowed
customers of other banks to use
the app since December 2020,

and services like making pay-
ments to any UPI ID or mer-
chants, paying bills, recharging
online and money transfers are
possible.
In a statement, the bank said
there has been a 26 per cent
growth in the overall transac-
tions value between April 2023
and February 2024 as com-

pared to the same period a year
ago, on the mobile app, while the
average ticket size increased by
16 per cent. It can be noted that
other lenders also followed suit
by making their offerings inter-
operable. Industry watchers feel
offering the experience of using
services can be of help in tapping
more business through wares
like loan products which are also
available and also a shift in bank-
ing relationships. ICICI Bank’s
head for digital channels and
partnerships Sidharatha Mishra
said 400 services are available on
the banking platform.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Google-owned online video
platform YouTube has

asked its creators to label syn-
thetic and AI-generated con-
tent, in an effort towards sup-
porting responsible AI innova-
tion.
Viewers increasingly want
more transparency about
whether the content they’re
seeing is altered or synthetic,
YouTube said in a blog post.
“We’re introducing a new tool
in Creator Studio requiring
creators to disclose to viewers
when realistic content - content
a viewer could easily mistake
for a real person, place, scene,
or event - is made with altered
or synthetic media, including
generative AI. We’re not requir-

ing creators to disclose content
that is clearly unrealistic, ani-
mated, includes special effects,
or has used generative AI for
production assistance,” the blog
post said.
The new feature is meant to
strengthen transparency with
viewers and build trust between
creators and their audience, it
added.
A label will appear in the
expanded description, but for
videos that touch on more
sensitive topics like health,

news, elections, or finance,
YouTube will also show a more
prominent label on the video
itself. YouTube said the labels
will roll out across all YouTube
surfaces and formats in the
weeks ahead, starting with the
mobile app, followed by visibil-
ity across its desktop and TV
formats.
The video platform said it will
grant some time to its creators
to adjust to the new process,
but will consider enforcement
measures in the future for cre-
ators who consistently choose
not to disclose this information.
“In some cases, YouTube may
add a label even when a creator
hasn’t disclosed it, especially if
the altered or synthetic content
has the potential to confuse or
mislead people,” YouTube said.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Nissan Motor India on
Thursday said it has

appointed Saurabh Vatsa as
Managing Director effective
April 1, 2024.
Vatsa was appointed as the
company’s Deputy Managing
Director on January 15 this
year.
Vatsa will report to Frank
Torres, President of Nissan
India Operations and Region
Divisional Vice President of
Business Transformation
(AMIEO), the automaker said
in a statement.
He succeeds Rakesh Srivastava
who retires on March 31, 2024.
“As we transition into a new
phase of the transformation
plan for India, we are assured
of having an experienced and

insightful leader in Saurabh
Vatsa. He will build on the
foundation laid by Rakesh and
spearhead our next phase of
growth,” Torres stated.
Nissan has committed to invest
Rs 5,300 crore in India as part
of the Renault-Nissan Alliance
and introduce more products
for the Indian consumer as
part of the transformation plan
in 2023.
These changes underpin the
business transformation plan
and product pipeline the brand
has prepared for India.

One crore customers of rivals using
our mobile banking app: ICICI Bank

YouTube mandates labelling of
synthetic, AI generated content

Nissan Motor India
names Vatsa as MD

PNS n NEW DELHI

Ahmedabad-based Zydus
has launched Olaparib, a

PARP inhibitor, under the
brand name IBYRA in India,
aiming to make advanced
cancer treatment accessible to
all. This drug targets specific
genetic mutations prevalent
in certain types of cancers,
offering a more tailored and
effective treatment approach.
According to Globocan 2022
data, India sees nearly 2.75
lakh newly diagnosed cancer
patients, with a significant
portion suffering from breast,
ovarian, prostate, and
pancreatic cancers. Patients
diagnosed as HRD positive or
with BRCA mutations stand to
benefit from IBYRA, a next-
generation targeted therapy
specifically designed for them.

Zydus launches
Olaparib
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PTI n NEW DELHI

Veteran table tennis player and
reigning CWG champion
Sharath Kamal will be India’s

flag bearer at the 2024 Paris Olympic
Games while legendary boxer MC
Mary Kom was on Thursday appointed
the chef de mission of the country’s
contingent. 
The 41-year-old table tennis player
symbolises “the unity and spirit of our
contingent as they compete on the
Olympic stage”, the Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) said in a statement
while making the announcement. 
“It has been an unbelievable three
weeks. From not even sure of Olympic
berth to playing the way I did in
Singapore last week, jumping 54 spots
in the rankings to being named India’s
flag bearer,” Kamal told PTI.
“It is the biggest honour and fairytale
stuff considering it is going to be my
fifth and last Olympics. Also, not many
TT players have got that honour,
globally. I just got a call from IOA and I
could not believe it.” Kamal was India’s
flag bearer at the closing ceremony of
2022 Birmingham Commonwealth
Games, where he won three gold
medals. Recently, the Indian men’s and
women’s team had qualified for the
team events of Olympics for the first
time by the virtue of their rankings.
Six-time World Champion Mary Kom,
bronze medallist at the 2012 London
Olympics, will be assisted by luger
Shiva Keshavan, who has been

appointed the deputy chef de mission.
“Mary Kom’s unparalleled dedication
to sports and inspiring journey makes
her a natural choice to guide and
mentor our athletes at the Olympics,”
IOA said. “Keshavan, a former
Olympian in luge, brings a wealth of
experience and knowledge to support
the team’s management and
coordination efforts.”
Olympic bronze medallist in rifle
shooting Gagan Narang will oversee

India’s operations at the shooting range,
which is very far from the main venues.
India will be sending its largest-ever
shooting contingent to Paris with 19
quotas already in pocket.
“His (Narang’s) meticulous approach
and understanding of athletes’ needs
will ensure a conducive environment
for our shooters,” the statement added.
“These appointments represent a blend
of experience, expertise, and leadership
that will contribute significantly to the

success of our athletes on the global
stage, the statement added.
Commenting on the appointments,
IOA president PT Usha, said, “We are
delighted to have such a distinguished
and capable team of officials leading
our contingent for the Paris 2024
Olympic Games. Their expertise,
dedication and passion for sports will
undoubtedly inspire our athletes to
achieve their best and make the nation
proud.” 

PTI nMUMBAI

Kanishk Jhanjharia and
Anurag Bagri will clash in

the second round after
recording one-sided wins in
their respective first-round
contests here at the CCI
Billiards Classic event on
Thursday.
At Sir Wilson Jones hall,
Cricket Club of India’s (CCI)
Jhanjharia cruised past Amit
Sapru 400-213 in the contest
lasting over 90 minutes,

constructing a break of 69 in
the process.
Bagri remained steady on the
path to win as he defeated Anil
Sagar 308-227.
In another match, Akshay
Gogri was made to work hard
by Rahul Narang for a close
304-278 victory while Sunil
Jain also had to toil, winning by
a margin of 277-200 over
Anwar Choudhary.
Carl Serrao staged a fightback
to defeat Nikhil Ghadge 287-
221 and Thakkar also scripted

a similar story in his win over
Shekhar Surve by 240-189.
Results (round 1): Vatsal
Ponda beat Bakirao Pacharne
329-240; Yash Rungta beat
Sanket Bapat 263-208; Akshay
Gogri beat Rahul Narang 304-
278; Sunil Jain beat Anwar
Choudhary 277-200; Carl
Serrao beat Nikhil Ghadge
287-221; Rishabh Thakkar
beat Shekar Surve 240-189;
Anurag Bagri beat Anil Sagar
308-227; Kanishk Jhanjharia
beat Amit Sapru 400-213. 

Jhanjharia, Bagri advance
to second round

CCI BILLIARDS CLASSIC

AP nMELBOURNE (AUSTRALIA)

Formula 1 champion Max Verstappen
wants to stay with Red Bull until the

end of his contract in 2028 amid rumours
of a switch to Mercedes, even as he admits
to actively avoiding knowing any more
than he does about the ongoing turmoil at
the team.
Verstappen said on Thursday he was
flattered by comments at the last race in
Saudi Arabia by Mercedes boss Toto
Wolff, who said he’d “love” to have the
Dutch star as a driver. Verstappen said he
wants to stay with his Red Bull “family.”
“That’s why I signed the deal in the first
place,” Verstappen said.
“As I’ve said before, I’m happy within the
team and, of course, it’s very important
that we try to keep the key players in the
team (together) for a longer period of time
because that’s, of course, where the
performance is as well — and at the end of
the day, it’s a performance business.
“It’s also my intention to be here until the
end (of it) because, of course, it would be a
great story for me personally to see it out,
because it basically means that I’ve been
part of one family, and one team.”

Rumours that Verstappen could seek a
move to Mercedes were wide of the mark,
he said.
“We all want the same, and we want to just
perform on track, so that’s what we want to
focus on as a team,” he said.
“The problem is also that (speculation is
happening) not only within the team but
from the outside and that is something
that I cannot control. The only thing you
can control is, of course, (getting everyone
moving) on the same direction within the
team, and I feel that is what we are doing.”
He also defended the way Red Bull is
handling the saga surrounding team
principal Christian Horner, stating it was
all done “in the right way,” though
necessarily distanced himself from the
process.
“I also don’t want to be too involved with
these kinds of things,” Verstappen said. “At
the end of the day, I’m the driver who’s
here to look at the performance side of
things, that’s what I’m hired for.
“But from what I know, everything is
handled in the right way and I’m not going
into any further details on that side. I don’t
know more than that, and I also don’t want
to know because that’s not my job or my

task within the team.”
The team’s parent company last month
dismissed a complaint of alleged
misconduct by Horner toward a team
employee. Verstappen’s father Jos has been
sharply critical of Horner, claiming the
team could “explode” if he remains in
charge.
The employee whose complaint sparked
the investigation has since been
suspended. The employee has exercised
the right to appeal Red Bull’s clearance of
Horner and filed a formal complaint with
the F1 governing body, the FIA.
Earlier Thursday, Verstappen’s Red Bull
teammate Sergio Pérez downplayed
speculation that three-time champion
Verstappen could be considering a switch
to Mercedes.
“The team is in a very strong position
because with the results we’re currently
having, the harmony that there is in the
team, I think to achieve that it takes a
couple of years probably,” Pérez said before
the first practice sessions in Melbourne.
Verstappen won the first two F1 races in
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. Perez finished
second in both.
“Right now, the dynamic, everyone in the
team is working really well together, the
whole engineering group, it’s really
united,” Perez said. “And, you can see that
on-track, and how efficient we’ve been in
the last year. So, I don’t see any reason to
change it.”
He added it would “obviously be a blow for
the team if Max were to leave.”
Pérez denied any knowledge of an exit
clause in Verstappen’s Red Bull contract,
which has been the subject of intense
speculation.
“I don’t have that clause,” Pérez said. “I
don’t know what clause Max has in his
contract, it’s better if you ask him. Max, as
far as I know, has a contract with the team
and is fully committed with the team.
“And the rest, it’s not for me to comment,
nothing to do with me.”
The Australian Grand Prix is set for
Sunday. There are two practices scheduled
for Friday and another on Saturday before
afternoon qualifying.

AP n MIAMI GARDENS (US)

Andy Murray won another
lengthy match with

Matteo Berrettini, who
appeared weary and leaned on
his racket to keep his balance
during Murray’s 4-6, 6-3, 6-4
victory at the Miami Open.
Playing his first match on the
ATP Tour this season,
Berrettini was serving with
Murray leading 5-2 in the
second set when he seemed to
become dizzy, resting his
racket on the court to hold
himself up. He was visited by a
medical attendant, who
checked his blood pressure
before play continued. 
Berrettini left the court after
dropping that set but was able
to finish the match, which last
2 hours, 49 minutes.
It was a rematch of Murray’s 6-
3, 6-3, 4-6, 6-7 (7), 7-6 (10-6)
victory that lasted more than 4
1/2 hours in the first round of
the 2023 Australian Open. 
“It was obviously a great win
for me,” Murray said. “Started
off a little bit slow but then I
did think I played pretty well
across then end of the first set
through to the end of the
match. Created a lot of
opportunities and he was
struggling for a little bit end of
the second and beginning of

the third, and I capitalized on
that and got off to a quick start
in the third and served it out
well at the end.” 
Plagued by injuries, Berrettini
hadn’t played a match on tour
since being forced to retire
during his match in the

second round of last year’s
U.S. Open. The 2021
Wimbledon runner-up
returned last week and
reached the final of a
Challenger tour tournament
in Phoenix.
The 36-year-old Murray has

won the title twice in Miami
and joined Novak Djokovic
and Rafael Nadal as the only
active players with 30 wins at
the event. The three-time
Grand Slam champion
advanced to face No. 29 seed
Tomas Etcheverry in the

second round. 
Naomi Osaka, a two-time U.S.
Open champion, beat
Elisabetta Cocciaretto 6-3, 6-4
in her return to Miami. The
runner-up to Iga Swiatek in
her last appearance in 2022
advanced to face No. 15 seed
Elina Svitolina in the second
round. 
Elsewhere on the first full day
of the tournament, Sloane
Stephens celebrated her 31st
birthday by beating Angelique
Kerber 6-2, 6-3 in a matchup
of past U.S. Open women’s
champions. Also, Donna
Vekic outlasted Karolina
Pliskova 6-4, 2-6, 6-2; and
Americans Danielle Collins
and Shelby Rogers advanced
with three-set victories.
Men’s winners included Denis
Shapovalov, who beat Luciano
Darderi 6-3, 6-7 (3), 6-4; and
Martin Damm Jr., who
outlasted China’s Zhang
Zhizhen 7-6 (2), 7-6 (3).
The 32 seeded players were
given first-round byes. Aryna
Sabalenka, the No. 2 seed, is
expected to play her opening
match against Paula Badosa
on Friday.

AP nMELBOURNE (AUSTRALIA)

Seven-time Formula 1 world
champion Lewis Hamilton

has criticized FIA while
supporting Susie Wolff ’s
“bravery” for filing a criminal
complaint against the sport’s
governing body in the French
courts.
Wolff, who is married to
Mercedes F1 team boss Toto
Wolff, and director of the all-
female junior racing series F1
Academy, on Wednesday said
she had begun legal action “in
relation to statements made
against me” by the FIA.
The Wolffs were the subject of
an FIA investigation last
December which sought to
determine if the couple shared
confidential information. It
followed allegations of a
conflict of interest published in
BusinessF1 magazine. But FIA

closed the investigation after
just 48 hours, following near-
identical statements from the
remaining nine teams denying
they’d lodged the complaint
required to commence it, with
Susie Wolff beginning legal
action on March 4.
Hamilton, though, firmly

backed Wolff during a media
session Thursday at Albert
Park ahead of Sunday’s
Australian F1 Grand Prix, in
which he lamented the lack of
accountability in the sport.
“I’m incredibly proud of Susie
Wolff,” Hamilton said. “I think
she’s so brave, and she stands

for such great values. She’s such
a leader. And in a world where
often people are silenced, for
her to be standing up sends
such a great message. 
“I love that she’s taken it out of
this (F1) world to fight it from
the outside because there is a
real lack of accountability here
within this sport, within the
FIA. Things that are happening
behind closed doors, there is
no transparency, there is
clearly no accountability.”
On the grid, Hamilton said he
was confident that his
Mercedes team can improve
pace from his W15 car to
challenge for podiums and
races later this year. He last
climbed the podium’s top step
at the 2021 Saudi Arabian
Grand Prix. The British driver
is a two-time winner of the
Australian Grand Prix, with his
last win in 2015.

PTI n CHRISTCHURCH (NEW
ZEALAND)

The Indian trio of Zara
Anand, Vidhatri Urs and

Heena Kang endured a tough
day as it dropped three places
to be ninth in the team
competition at the 44th Queen
Sirikit Cup golf tournament
here on Thursday.
First round co-leader in the
individual event, Zara (73-77)
fell to 11th while Vidhatri (79-
77) dropped from T-20 to T-
26.
Heena Kang (85-76), on the
other hand, climbed to 30th as
against T-32 a day earlier as she
shot the best score among the
Indians on the second day.
Heading into the third round
in the 12-nation
championship, Australia’s
Sarah Hammett with a 5-under
67 moved into top spot and a
total of 141 total. She is five in
front of second-placed Kim
Shi-hyun.While Korea’s Lee
Hyo-song, Kiwi Eunseo Choi
and Chinese Taipei’s Hsieh
Ping-hua are in a three-way tie

for third place.
Among teams, Australia leads
by three over Korea with Japan
one further behind. Chinese
Taipei are fourth and hosts
New Zealand share fifth spot
with Thailand on 297 followed
by Indonesia (301), Singapore
(304), Hong Kong and India
(both 305), the Philippines 322
and Malaysia 326.
Zara failed to pick any birdies
but hung in tenaciously on the
challenging Clearwater Golf

Club with just one birdie in the
first 13 holes. She then
dropped four bogeys in the last
five holes and finished with 77.
Vidhatri had an action-packed
round with three birdies, six
bogeys and a double bogey. She
managed just three pars on the
front nine and another five on
the return journey in her
round of 77. Heena had one
birdie on the fifth, but after
that she had three bogeys and a
double for 76. 

Verstappen says he plans to
fulfil his Red Bull contract

Lewis praises F1 Academy director Susie

AP n OSLO

Erling Haaland played down concerns
he sustained an injury in training

with Norway this week — and revealed
a message he was sent by Manchester
City manager Pep Guardiola before
going away on international duty.
Haaland has linked up with his national
team ahead of friendly matches against
the Czech Republic on Friday and
Slovakia on Tuesday.
Footage from a Norway training session
on Tuesday showed Haaland in
apparent pain, even if the Norwegian
team doctor said afterward there was no
problem with the striker’s fitness.
Speaking at a news conference in Oslo
on Thursday, Haaland said he was
“feeling fine.”
“I didn’t walk off the training — I don’t

know who wrote that,” he said in
English. “I trained the full training and
Im feeling good and ready to play the
game.”
Guardiola will be hoping Haaland
comes through Norway’s games
unscathed, with City facing a run of big
matches after the international break in
its bid to win the English Premier
League-FA Cup-Champions League
treble for the second straight season.
Indeed, City plays Arsenal, one of its
rivals for the Premier League title, in
their first game back on March 31.
Haaland, the top scorer in the Premier
League last season and this season so
far, has already missed nearly two
months of this season because of a foot
injury.
“The only thing Pep said,” Haaland said
cheerfully in quotes carried by

Norwegian newspaper VG, “was, If
you’re not well when you come back, I’ll
come after you.’”
Haaland referenced the challenge of
playing so many games for club and
country each season, with the March
international break coming at an
awkward time for club managers ahead
of the final weeks of the domestic
seasons.
“It’s nice to play for the country,”
Haaland said in VG. “But facing Arsenal
next weekend versus (playing) the
Czech Republic at home is different. I’m
not going to lie. There’s a big difference.
“But what do you do? There are as many
games as possible on the calendar. That
seems to be the goal.”
Norway hasn’t qualified for the
European Championship being played
in Germany across June and July.

Haaland plays down injury concerns and reveals
message from Guardiola ahead of joining Norway squad

Murray beats weary Matteo Tough day for Indian
trio at Queen Sirikit Cup

SHARATH TO BE INDIA FLAG BEARER
Mary Kom appointed chef de mission for Paris Games 
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PTI n NEW DELHI

The never-ending
speculation surrounding
Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s

retirement, Virat Kohli’s 16-
year-itch, the second chance
that life has offered Rishabh
Pant and Rohit Sharma’s
bleeding heart will make for
intriguing sub-plots in the
annual carnival called the
Indian Premier League starting
on Friday.
Known to do the unexpected,
Dhoni stepped down as
captain on the eve of the IPL
opener against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru,
handing over the reins to
Ruturaj Gaikwad, a man he
mentored for the leadership
role. 
But the 42-year-old will once
again smile wryly when asked
if it’s his last year.
His heir apparent Pant, literally
back from the brink after a life-
threatening accident, will be
desperate to show the world
that he can still hit those one-
handed sixes with elan.
In between, he could also be
slipping in those quotable

quotes behind the stumps that
are considered broadcast gold.
Rohit will be the last person to
show his scars hidden behind
the typical ‘Mumbaiya’
nonchalance as he gets down
to enjoying his evening dates at
the Wankhede albeit without
the captain’s title. The partisan
crowd would nonetheless look
forward to those pulled sixes.
As for King Kohli, he would be
in pursuit of that elusive jewel
in his crown. By his own
admission, he has been longing
for a big title and his own
passionate approach to the
game would be a key factor in
deciding whether the RCB
men manage to emulate the
women this year.
A bigger prize is also at stake
for at least 10 to 12 other
players, who will be vying for
eight slots in the New York-
bound flight that will take off
at the end of May for the T20
World Cup in the USA and the
Caribbean.
There will be unbelievable
comebacks by some, a few new
stars will emerge, there will
also be those usual rags to
riches stories and all of it could

unfold in a matter of four
minutes, the time it takes to
deliver one over. 
Just like overnight stars, the
merciless social media will find
villains too.
The likes of Pat Cummins
(SRH) and Mitchell Starc
(KKR), who raked in big
money during the auction, will

shoulder a massive burden of
expectations through the
season. For every six that they
concede at the death or each
yorker that turns into a full
toss, the two will be reminded
of salaries which are north of
USD two million.
CSK AND MI THE
ETERNAL FAVOURITES:

Away from the money talk and
purely on cricketing prowess,
CSK would be the favourites
for a sixth IPL title with a
squad that has all bases
covered. 
Rachin Ravindra was a
breakout World Cup star and
now he has the chance of
becoming a T20 superstar.

Deepak Chahar, the much-
maligned seamer who is often
accused of making CSK his
first priority, would like his
wrists to do the talking for him
and with new captain Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Moeen Ali, and
Ravindra Jadeja in the mix,
anything can happen.
And how can one forget
Dhoni, the smiling assassin.
All it takes is one six in T20
cricket and Dhoni’s love affair
with the maximum is eternal.
For Mumbai Indians, it has
been a story of all or nothing.
Five titles till 2020 and three
years of lull forced them to
change a captain, who can still
whip up crazy sentiments.
It will be a tightrope walk for
Hardik Pandya the leader.
For other captains, they need
to win the on-field games but
Pandya needs to win the
dressing room too. There will
be seniors with bruised egos,
knowing that a shot at
leadership has bypassed them.
They could well be difficult to
handle.
If he wins that dressing room,
half of his battle will be won as
MI do have a solid batting line-

up even if the bowling looks
weak.
For RCB, the greatest
inspiration could be the
women’s team that gave the
men a crash course on how to
play calmly at the business end
where Kohli and Co. Have
faltered.
Kohli wouldn’t mind 200 runs
less but he would badly want
that trophy. Dhoni has laid his
hands on it five times, so has
Rohit Sharma.
But what would rankle Kohli is
the fact that even KKR has won
it twice under his bete noire
Gautam Gambhir.
However, Kohli alone cannot
win it. The Dinesh Karthiks,
the Faf du Plessis’, the Glenn
Maxwells and likes of Akash
Deep need to believe that ‘E
saala Cup Naam de’ (This time
Cup is Ours).
Gambhir, who is now back in
the KKR camp, would be as
ambitious if not more.
No one has forgotten the ugly
war of words that broke out
between him and Kohli. In his
familiar KKR dugout,
Gambhir the coach could
make a difference.

A middle-order comprising
Shreyas Iyer, Nitish Rana,
Rinku Singh and Andre Russell
can send shivers down any
bowling attack’s spine. And
then comes Starc, who would
need to justify his nearly Rs 25
crore deal.
The team that Gambhir quit,
Lucknow Super Giants has a
new coach in Justin Langer and
it would like to do better than
Play-offs this time but with a
bowling attack that doesn’t
exactly inspire confidence.
Ditto for Delhi Capitals
although Pant’s comeback
could well be the most
emotionally charged story of
this IPL. Gujarat Titans, the
team of the last two seasons,
might not make it this time
with no Pandya or
Mohammed Shami, who is out
injured, in its line-up.
Rajasthan Royals with Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Sanju Samson, Dhruv
Jurel and Jos Buttler will be
serious contenders.
Sunrisers Hyderabad, despite
having Pat Cummins as
captain, and Shikhar Dhawan’s
Punjab Kings are not expected
to go the distance. 
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PTI n CHENNAI

The legendary Mahendra
Singh Dhoni on Thursday

“handed” over the Chennai
Super Kings captaincy to
opener Ruturaj Gaikwad on
the eve of the IPL opener here,
a stunning decision that is
bound to send speculation
swirling on his playing future
with the franchise.
In a post on X, the Indian
Premier League made the
announcement a day before
CSK take on Royal
Challengers Bangaluru. The
five-time champions issued a
brief statement soon after.
“MS Dhoni has handed over
Chennai Super Kings’
captaincy to Ruturaj Gaikwad
ahead of the start of TATA IPL
2024. Ruturaj has been an
integral part of Chennai Super
Kings since 2019 and has
played 52 matches in IPL
during this period. The team
looks forward to the
upcoming season,” said CSK.
There is speculation that
Dhoni will retire at the end of
the season and therefore the
franchise felt the need for a
smooth transition in the
stalwart’s presence as a player.
Gaikwad, who has played six
ODIs and 19 T20s for India,
made his CSK debut in 2020
and has gone on to represent
the team in 52 games.
“Whatever Dhoni does, it is in
the best interest of the team. I
got to know of the decision
just before the captains’
meeting. You have to respect
his decision, it is his call,” CSK
CEO Kasi Viswanathan told
PTI.
The stylish opener had a
memorable run last year,
aggregating 590 runs in 16
games at an impressive strike
rate of 147.50. His breakout
year was 2021 when he

amassed 635 runs in 16 games.
The 27-year-old from
Maharashtra is not new to
captaincy, having led the
Indian team to the gold medal
in the Asian Games last year.
CSK and Dhoni share an
unbreakable bond and the
World Cup-winning captain is
expected to keep a significant
role in the franchise going
forward albeit not as a player.
CSK had attempted the
leadership transition even in
the 2022 edition but it did not
work out with Ravindra Jadeja
handing back the captaincy
duties to Dhoni after eight
games.
“It didn’t work out at that time,
this is different,” said
Visawanathan.
Dhoni officially announced
his retirement from
international cricket on
August 15, 2020 but has kept
playing the IPL.
The 42-year-old, who played
with a dodgy knee last season,
underwent a surgery after
leading CSK to their fifth title.
Dhoni has played as many as
250 IPL matches, scoring more
than 5000 runs at a strike rate

of 135.92.
Due to his knee issues, Dhoni
pushed himself down to
number 8 in the batting order
last season but after regaining
full fitness, he is expected to
bat higher up this edition.
Former India pacer Irfan
Pathan met Dhoni recently
and claimed that the latter
appears to be in good shape
following the knee surgery.
“Last year, Dhoni said he was
giving a gift to his fans with his
cricket. I met with him a few
days ago, he was playing
pickleball for two hours non-
stop. His knee was as fit as it
ever was. It’s an exciting time
for fans; he now has his vintage
old look. Will we get the
vintage old Dhoni too?”
Pathan asked on Star Sports.
“His role has changed in the
past two years. He comes in
lower-order, plays lesser
deliveries but hits the big
shots, the strike rate is high. It’s
a small innings but a
memorable one.
“I think there won’t be much
of a change in that this year. He
will continue to play that role,”
said Pathan. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

With the IPL season set to
roll on Friday, one captain

who has 100 Tests under his belt
is willing and ready to mentor a
newbie captain who will be tak-
ing over a leadership role for the
first time. 
The unassuming Kane
Williamson says he will be
happy to help his Gujarat Titans
captain Shubman Gill in any way
he can as he considers the
Indian a “great thinker”, a huge
compliment coming from some-
one who is a bonafide legend in
international cricket. 
“He (Gill) is a great player and
like I said a great cricketing
brain, and I would certainly
encourage him to walk that
path and take his decisions. No
doubt what he will look to do the
same,” Williamson told PTI in
an interview. 
The 24-year-old Gill was hand-
ed Gujarat Titans’ reins after
incumbent Hardik Pandya made
an abrupt exit from the franchise
for his former team and spiritu-
al base Mumbai Indians. 
The dashing right-hander only
recently recovered from a poor
run of form when he came good
in the home Test series against
England, hitting two hundreds

in the series.
He is set to explore the unchar-
tered territory of captaincy in the
IPL and Williamson promises to
lend a helping hand whenever
Gill needs.
“I will be more than happy to
help Shubman in any way I can
and Shubman knows that,” said
Williamson.
The Titans have had couple of
great IPL seasons in 2022 and
2023. They won the title in 2022
and lost to Chennai Super Kings
in a last-ball thriller the next
year. Williamson said that the
youngster, who is widely regard-
ed the next Indian batting super-
star, has the calibre to navigate
his way through choppy waters.
“As for the team and myself, I
would generally like to share
some ideas. It is a long season
ahead. It will be quite a journey
and we will all be learning
through it,” said the veteran, who
captained New Zealand to 22
wins in 40 Tests.
With no Mohammed Shami
available due to recuperation
from heel surgery, it won’t exact-
ly be a walk in the park for Gill
but Williamson said such chal-
lenges are a routine for any cap-
tain.
“Obviously, there has been a few
changes in the camp, that’s a

challenge for every team as
every year you have some adjust-
ments to make, really exciting
opportunity for Shubman and
we need to focus what’s there in
front of us,” he said. The support
staff comprising head coach
Ashish Nehra, Cricket Director
Vikram Solanki and Mentor
Gary Kirsten are also there to
help Gill ease into his role.
As far as his own batting posi-
tion is concerned, Williamson
hinted that it would be his usual
No. 3 slot.
“I think it will be a top order
option. There are so many qual-
ity players, whether that’s local
Indian players, who have been
exceptional or the overseas ones.
So, it will come down to balance

and I think a top order option,”
he said.
WELCOMES TWO BOUNC-
ERS PER OVER: Williamson
quite liked the idea of bowlers
being allowed two bouncers
per over from this IPL as he feels
it will ensure a more balanced
contest. 
“I think it is a good addition and
it will bring slightly different
dynamic to the game. It is a nice
extra option for the fast bowlers,”
said Williamson.
However, at smaller grounds,
rule might just aid the batters.
“There could be smaller grounds
around country and some very
good surfaces which offer some
high scores. Also addition of
Impact Players, weighed more

towards the runs side of the
things. So, it is a nice addition
and will play a role for sure.”
I COUNT MY BLESSINGS
EVERY DAY AFTER INJURY:
In the middle of last year,
Williamson had a horrifying
knee injury which required
Anterior Cruciate Ligament
(ACL) reconstruction and since
his comeback, he is just happy
to play the game he has always
loved.
So, is there anything left to
achieve for a man who has
played 100 Tests, notched up 32
tons in the traditional format,
won a World Test
Championship title, and has
been a part of the greatest ODI
World Cup final?
He paused and smiled.
“It is an interesting question. It
is about having to remind your-
self that you love this game as
well. There’s always more of
those tournaments and more of
those things.
“So just kind of trying to stand
alone and appreciate where you
are after having an injury, com-
ing back. Just being grateful to
be back playing and doing your
bit for team, whatever team
that is,” he said.
But he has the grace and humil-
ity to accept reality as well.

PTI n HYDERABAD

Newly-appointed Sunrisers
Hyderabad skipper Pat

Cummins hopes his team can
make an aggressive start in the
IPL this season and gain some
early grounds.
Cummins was acquired for a
whopping Rs 20.50 crore by
Sunrisers during the last year’s
player auction, and the
Australian has replaced South
African Aiden Markram as
their captain.

“A bit of planning to go and
then just want to get off to a
really good start. T20s are
hard. Kolkata’s a good team,
but I just want to see a really
aggressive start to the season,”
said Cummins in a video
posted by the SRH on their ‘X’
account.
The Hyderabad outfit will
begins its IPL campaign with a
match against the Kolkata
Knight Riders, the former
team of Cummins, at the Eden
Garden on March 23. 

The pacer said he wanted to
work closely with the players
and coaching staff to get the
maximum results during the
tournament.
“I mean, the plans are, you
know, I work really closely with
the guys that I don’t know too
well…get to know them.
“Get to know what they need
from me out in the middle.
And then work with coaches
and what they want to see out
of me as well as a player,” said
Cummins.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Former India spinner Nikhil
Chopra, Delhi veteran

Mithun Manhas and current
junior selector Krishan Mohan
are in the race to become a BCCI
selector for the senior national
team. The BCCI had invited the
applications for the single posi-
tion in the five-man selection
panel back in January. 
Currently, West Zone is repre-
sented by two men Salil Ankola
and chairman Ajit Agarkar.
Ankola is likely to make way for
a selector from North Zone,
which is not represented in the
panel following the resignation
of Chetan Sharma.
Former Punjab cricketer Mohan,
who is part of the junior selec-
tion panel since September 2021,
is among the aspirants who
have applied for the job. 
Former India wicketkeeper Ajay
Ratra has also thrown his hat
into the ring. The application
deadline was January 25 but
with the IPL starting Friday, the
board still has enough time to fill
the vacancy. The Cricket
Advisory Committee headed
by Ashok Malhotra is expected
to interview the shortlised can-
didates in the near future. 
“There are a few strong candi-
dates who are in the race and
they include Mithun, Chopra
and Mohan,” said a BCCI
source.
Mithun played as many 157 first
class games for Delhi and was a
regular in the IPL form 2010 to
2014. Recently, R Ashwin spoke
glowingly about Mithun’s special
abilities with the bat ahead of his
100th Test in Dharamsala.

Dhoni hands over CSK
captaincy to Gaikwad

More than happy to help Gill in any way I can: Williamson

Want to see aggressive start from SRH: Cummins Mithun, Nikhil, junior
selector Krishan 
in race to become
BCCI selector

PTI n LONDON

Women’s Premier League-
winning captain Smriti

Mandhana and wicketkeeper
batter Richa Ghosh were the
only Indian players who
found takers during the
Hundred Draft here. 
Mandhana, who led the Royal
Challengers Bengaluru to a
WPL title last Sunday, was
drafted in by Southern Brave
Women’s while her teammate
Richa found a new home at
Birmingham Phoenix
Women’s. 
The left-handed Mandhana
had a good run in the WPL,
scoring 300 runs from 10
matches with two fifties,
while Richa, who often did
the role of a finisher, made
257 runs from 10 matches
with two half-centuries and a
strike-rate of 142. 
Mandhana has already been a
part of the Brave dressing
room, and notably, she

worked alongside Luke
Williams here before he
joined RCB as the coach
during the WPL 2024. 
The Phoenix is Richa’s second
team in the Hundred as she
had earlier donned the jersey
of the London Spirit. 
However, some other players
like Harmanpreet Kaur,
Deepti Sharma, Jemimah
Rodrigues and Shreyanka
Patil, who were among the 17

Indian players registered for
the draft, could not find
bidders during the draft. 
Shreyanka, who played for
RCB, was the highest wicket-
taker during this season’s
WPL with 13 wickets from
eight matches. 
But they still have a chance to
enter the Hundred as the
teams can rope in one more
overseas player each through
the Vitality Wild Cards. 

Smriti, Richa only Indians
picked in Hundred draft 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Virat Kohli can be the most dangerous
if he gets to bat long and Chennai

Super Kings will need to get him out
early on a tricky Chepauk pitch during
the IPL opener against Royal Challengers
Bengaluru, said former Australia opener
Matthew Hayden.
Kohli will be returning to action at the
IPL after a paternity break which saw
him miss the five-Test series against
England at home.
The much-awaited T20 extravaganza will
kick off with a clash between CSK and
RCB at the Chepauk Stadium in Chennai
on Friday.
“His record is a 30 average at Chepauk
stadium with a strike rate of 111.
Someone like Virat, even the greatness of
Virat has been reduced in terms of his
overall performance at that venue,”
Hayden told Star Sports.
“It is a tricky venue to bat on, especially
as an opening batsman. It gets a weird
tennis ball type bounce, it’s quite slow
and difficult to play shots early, but the
longer you bat, the game opens up and
that’s where Virat can be at his most
dangerous. 

“It’s really tricky, so they’re going to need
Virat Kohli out early inside the
powerplay. They’ve done so thrice over

the last 5 innings, and they’ll need to do
so for the 4th time.” 
Hayden said Kohli can take the game
away if he stays longer.
“If he is prepared to bat the 20 overs, he
can put together a match-winning
performance. 200 is very accessible at
Chinnaswamy but not necessarily at
Chepauk Stadium,” he said.
“A 150, 130 at times has been plenty of
runs when you get guys as good as
(Ravindra) Jadeja there who bowls
stump to stump with the odd ball to turn
and the odd ball that stays low.”
Kohli, who last played against
Afghanistan in the T20 series in January,
has been in red-hot form, having scored
765 runs in the ODI World Cup last
November to become the second-highest
run scorer in the history of the
tournament. 
“Virat’s form is brilliant. I don’t
remember the last time he’s played so
well for so long. Yeah, he is a big player,
but the last 2 years, he’s been amazing. In
the World Cup, he became the player of
the tournament and the hunger and
desire to score runs make him a big
player,” said former India batter
Mohammed Kaif. 

CSK need to dismiss dangerous
Kohli in powerplay, says Hayden


