
�������	
����■ ��������	

In a major setback to AAP
convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal,

once revered as an anti-
corruption crusader, was sent to
the Enforcement Directorate’s
custody till March 28. 
The court passed the order on
the ED application seeking a 10-
day custody in the case.
Arguing for his custody,  the ED
counsel Additional Solicitor
General SV Raju, on Friday told
the Special Judge Kaveri Baweja
at the Rouse Avenue court  that
Kejriwal is a “key conspirator”
and “kingpin” in the liquorgate
scam case.  “Kejriwal was the
kingpin and key conspirator of
the Delhi excise scam in
collusion with Ministers of the
Delhi Government, AAP
leaders and other persons,” the
ED informed the court.
The ED said Kejriwal was
directly involved in the
formulation of the liquor policy
and the subsequent use of the
proceeds of the crime.  “Kejriwal
took advantage of being the
Chief Minister of Delhi to
facilitate money laundering by
the AAP, which is a “major
beneficiary” of the proceeds of
crimes generated in the alleged
liquor scam case,” it said.
The ED claimed in its remand
papers that “Kejriwal was
intrinsically involved in the
conspiracy of formulation of the

excise policy 2021-22 to favour
certain persons and also
involved in the demanding of
kickbacks from liquor
businessmen in exchange of
favours granting in the said
policy”.  
Appearing for Kejriwal, senior
advocate and Congress leader
Abhishek Manu Singhvi said

remand should not be the norm
and it should be looked into
whether Kejriwal’s custody is
needed. 
Singhvi said there was “no
material” or “evidence” to show
any wrongdoing in excise policy
formulation or receipt of any
proceeds by the AAP supremo. 
While opposing the ED’s

demand for his custody,
Kejriwal’s lawyer told the court
“that the present case is stitched
together only on the basis of
statements of co-accused 
and statements of officers who
are working under the control
of the complainant herein the
LG of Delhi”.
“There is no material or

evidence to show any
wrongdoing in policy
formulation or any receipt of
any proceeds by the arrestee.
That despite investigating the
matter for over a year and
conducting more than 200
raids, no incriminating material
showing involvement of the
arrestee in any crime or
involvement in any process/
activity was found,” he
contended.  
He said to “unleash political
vendetta” and for extraneous
reasons, powers under Section
50 of the Prevention of Money
laundering Act (PMLA) are
“misused in malicious manner
and people are coerced, forced
and pressurised to give
unsubstantiated statements” in
the case.
In its remand application, the
ED told the court it has
recorded the statements of
various people engaged in the
election campaign-related
activities of the AAP during the
Goa polls and it was found that
“cash payments were made to
them for work like survey
workers, area managers,
Assembly managers etc”. 
“These persons and activities
related to the election campaign
were overall managed by Vijay
Nair (former AAP
communications chief arrested
in this case) and Durgesh
Pathak, AAP MLA,” it said.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday received

Bhutan’s highest civilian
award, the ‘Order of the Druk
Gyalpo,’ the first foreign Head
of the Government to receive
the honour.
The award has been conferred
to Prime Minister Modi in
recognition of “his
outstanding contribution to
the growth of India-Bhutan
relations and for his
distinguished service to the
Bhutanese nation and people.”
“Honoured to be conferred
with ‘Order of the Druk
Gyalpo’ Award by Bhutan. I
dedicate it to 140 crore
Indians,” Modi posted on X

soon after.
Bhutan’s King Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck
awarded the ‘Order of the
Druk Glyalpo’ to Modi.
The announcement for the
honour was made by the King
of Bhutan during the 114th
National Day celebrations on
December 17, 2021. 
On Friday, Modi received it
during his two-day State visit,
his third since he took over as
the Prime Minister in 2014.
A statement from the Indian
Embassy in 2021, when the
announcement was made,
said, “As per ranking and
precedence established, the
Order of the Druk Gyalpo
was instituted as the
decoration for lifetime

achievement and is the
pinnacle of the honour system
in Bhutan, taking precedence
over all orders, decorations
and medals.”
In 2020, Modi received the
‘Legion of Merit by the US
Government’ award of the
US Armed Forces and in
2019, Russia conferred its
highest civilian honour ‘The
order of St Andrew’ award on
Modi.
Earlier in the day, hours after
he arrived in the Himalayan
nation, Modi said he was
grateful to the Bhutanese
people for according to him a
“memorable welcome” to
their beautiful country and
hoped that India-Bhutan
friendship “keeps scaling new

heights.” Modi’s visit seeks to
further cement India’s unique
and enduring relations with
Bhutan as part of the
country’s ‘Neighbourhood
First’ Policy. 
Meanwhile, India and Bhutan
on Friday exchanged several
MoUs and signed agreements
in the fields of energy, trade,
digital connectivity, space and
agriculture, and finalised the
MoU on the establishment of
rail links between the two
nations.
The MoUs were exchanged
here in the presence of Modi
and Tobgay during the
ongoing two-day State visit of
Modi. 
The two leaders held
discussions on various

aspects of the multi-faceted
bilateral relations and “forged
an understanding to further
enhance cooperation in
sectors such as renewable
energy, agriculture, youth
exchange, environment and
forestry, and tourism,” it said.
India and Bhutan enjoy long-
standing and exceptional ties
characterised by utmost trust,
goodwill, and mutual
understanding at all levels,
the MEA said.
“Ahead of the meeting, Modi
and Prime Minister of Bhutan
witnessed exchange of several
MoUs/Agreements on energy,
trade, digital connectivity,
space, agriculture, and youth
connect among others,” the
statement said.
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For the first time in its
political history since 1967,

Tamil Nadu will see the DMK
fighting head on against a
national party while the
traditional challenger
AIADMK is getting relegated
to the status of “also rans”.
No major political parties find
place as a constituent of the
AIADMK except some fringe
elements while the major
players in the State have lined
up under the DMK and the
BJP.  The Congress, the
Communists, the Islamic
outfits, the Dalits and the
regional parties from South
west Tamil Nadu are all lined
up under the leadership of the
DMK while the BJP has
regional parties like Tamil
Manila Congress (TMC) and
the Vanniyar community’s
Pattali Makkal Katchi (PMK)
under its banner.
The surprise element in the
formation of alliances was the
decision of DMDK founded by
late actor Vijayakanth crossing
over to the AIADMK camp.

The whole Tamil Nadu had
stood in shocked silence when
Premalatha, party founder’s
main driving force, abused
AIADMK supremo
Jayalalithaa with the
choicest abuses
during the 2016
Assembly election.
The DMDK was
the lead
constituent of the
People’s Welfare
Front which had
projected Vijayakanth
as the chief ministerial
candidate in that polls. The
DMDK was wiped out in the
poll and Vijayakanth lost his
security deposit in the last

election of his life. Since then
Vijayakant was bed ridden till
he breathed his last in 2023.
How can the AIADMK get

along with Premalatha
who had insulted and

abused Jayalalithaa
by calling her
names is the
question being
asked all over
Tamil Nadu.

“She is a robber,
dacoit, and corrupt

dictator rolled into
one. Jayalalithaa is a curse

on Tamil Nadu,” Premalatha
had said in the election
meetings she addressed.
The AIADMK has turned into

a party of Gaunders (a
powerful caste in Tamil Nadu)
as the Thevars, the major
followers of the party have left
it for good.
Though TTV Dhinakaran had
launched a party after the
demise of Jayalalithaa and the
conviction of his aunt V K
Sasikala, the party reached
nowhere.
Sasikala does not come out of
the fortress-like bungalow at T
Nagar, a shopping centre in
Chennai. O Panneerselvam,
three-time Chief Minister who
had declared a Dharma Yudh
against Edappadi Palaniswamy
is yet to make up his mind
about where to go and whom
to align with. 
“The AIADMK is almost
finished and is on a ventilator
support system. Chances are
that by 2026 there would not
be any AIADMK. The Lok
Sabha election in Tamil Nadu
is between the DMK-led front
and the BJP-led NDA. This is
the semifinal match before the
grand finale of the 2026
election,” said KV
Rajasekharan, author and
political commentator.  

Continued on Page 2
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Highlighting a concerning
trend amidst the threat of

climate change,  a study has
said there is a growing
probability of temperatures
soaring to as high as 40
degrees Celsius during late
March, coinciding with the
Holi celebration, in at least
nine States, including States
like Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, and Bihar. 
Maharashtra currently
exhibits the highest
probability at 14 per cent
while among the cities,
Bilaspur has the highest risk
with a 31 per cent chance of
reaching 40 degrees Celsius,
which is 2.5 times higher than
in the 1970s.
Such a scenario, which was
once considered rare,
underscores the escalating
impact of climate change on
weather patterns and cultural
festivities, particularly during
the festival of colours,
traditionally celebrated
amidst the onset of spring.
The report from Climate
Central, a US-based group of
scientists comes days after the
Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) had
forecast that the country is
likely to experience warmer
summer this year, with above
normal day and night

temperatures from March till
May over most parts of the
country due to El Nino
conditions, except over some
isolated areas of northwest,
northeast, central and
peninsular India.
Predicting the warm weather,
the US-based researchers too
pointed out that States that
will be impacted by extreme
heat waves will be Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Telangana, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha, and Andhra
Pradesh.
Citywise, said the study,  a
total of 37 cities now have at
least a 1 per cent chance of
experiencing extreme heat,
with 11 cities having a

probability exceeding 10 per
cent. To show this change, the
researchers calculated the
difference between the
warming rates in March and
April, expressed as the change
in average temperature since
1970.
On regional impact, the study
said, the warming trend is
observed across all of India,
particularly in March and
April, with central regions
experiencing the fastest
changes. With the exception
of Madurai, the 15 cities with
the highest risk of
experiencing temperatures
above 4 degrees Celsius are in
central India, the analysis

showed. Climate Central said
March and April are warming
across India.
During March, the northern
and western regions have the
fastest warming, with the
largest change since 1970 in
March occurring in Jammu
and Kashmir (2.8 degrees
Celsius).
Warming is more uniform in
April and Mizoram has the
largest change since 1970 (1.9
degrees Celsius).
“There has been an abrupt
transition in the temperatures
from cool winter-like
temperatures to much
warmer conditions now. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
which made a dramatic entry in
the governance of the national

Capital by squeezing itself in the
political space of bigger national
parties — the Congress and BJP —
almost 10 years ago may see a
meltdown post this Lok Sabha polls,
as it worst fears have come true after
the arrest of its founder, party
convener and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal in money laundering
case related to the excise policy scam
and a pending Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
multi crore alleged fraud case.
The AAP is now in a Catch-22
situation about  “what and who next”,
as heir apparent of the party and
cofounders — Manish Sisodia,
Satyender Jain, Sanjay Singh — all are
in jail and there is a huge gap between
Kejriwal and the party at the ground
level.  Kejriwal’s phoenix rise was at
the cost of denting the 15 years
Congress regime led by Sheila
Dikshit. The Congress faced three
defeats at the hands of Kejriwal in
the national Capital. 
The AAP leader also tarnished the
image of top BJP leaders like late
Arun Jaitley and Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari in successive protests
and Press conferences.  
Currently, the real challenge for the
AAP is in identifying a dynamic
leader who can successfully navigate
both the party’s affairs and the
governance of Delhi in the absence
of Kejriwal. 

More significantly, the urgency of this
task is further heightened as the AAP
prepares to contest the forthcoming
Lok Sabha polls in Punjab, Delhi,
Gujarat, Assam, and Haryana, where
Kejriwal was expected to play a key
role as the party’s key campaigner.
The party is eyeing at expanding its
footprint across the country and has
tied up with the Congress to contest
the Lok Sabha polls against the BJP in
Delhi, Haryana and Gujarat.  Kejriwal
is the fulcrum of the party’s Lok
Sabha campaign and its star
campaigner. 

Continued on Page 2
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Political meltdown in Delhi
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From Page 1

The party is already feeling
the pinch of the absence of
its senior leaders like
Manish Sisodia, Satyendar
Jain and Sanjay Singh.
Now the arrest of Kejriwal
has landed the ruling party
of Delhi in the doldrums.
On earlier occasions,
whenever this question rose,
the party maintained a
tough stance saying it will
fight it out, but there is no
denying the fact that AAP’s
think tank won’t find it easy
to wriggle out of this
problem. The party’s
campaign in Delhi, where it
is contesting on four seats
and in Gujarat, where it has

fielded candidates on two
seats, is centred around
Kejriwal.
In Delhi, the party’s
campaign is titled, ‘Sansad
Mein Bhi Kejriwal, Toh Dilli
Hogi Aur Khush Haal’ while
in Gujarat, it is being run as
‘Gujarat Mein Bhi Kejriwal’.
In Punjab, while the
campaign is centred around
State Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, Kejriwal
had been frequently
travelling to the State, where
the AAP is contesting all the
13 seats without an alliance
with Congress.
The AAP had alleged that
there was a conspiracy to
arrest Kejriwal since his
comments were making the

BJP uncomfortable. Earlier
this week, Bharadwaj said,
“The face will be Kejriwal.
He is the only face that
people trust and love. The
strategy will be formed once
we reach that stage.”
The role and responsibilities
of top AAP leaders,
including its national
organisation secretary
Sandeep Pathak, Mann and
Delhi Ministers Atishi and
Saurabh Bharadwaj, are
likely to grow within the
party. Mann said he will
attend the next meeting of
the Indian National
Developmental Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) Bloc.”I
have been to these meetings
along with Kejriwal in

Bengaluru, Mumbai and
Patna,” the Punjab Chief
Minister said while talking
to reporters.
Before Kejriwal’s arrest, the
party, somewhere, at the
back of its mind, was also
hoping that he is not
arrested considering his
mass appeal and popularity,
especially among the people
of Delhi.
The AAP will now be in an
awkward situation even in
States like Delhi and Punjab
which has its 2/3rd majority
Governments.
Legal experts said there is no
legal bar on Kejriwal
continuing as Chief Minister
from jail. Senior advocate
Gopal Sankaranarayanan

said there is no bar in law on
a person continuing as Chief
Minister once arrested,
senior advocate Vikas Singh
said. Though legally there is
no bar, administratively it
will be next to impossible.
Given Delhi’s status as a
State with a Union Territory
status, the Lieutenant
Governor’s role becomes
more important. According
to experts, the Raj Niwas has
a very important role to play
and he can, in fact,
recommend the imposition
of President’s rule.
The AAP leadership faces a
daunting task in identifying
a leader whose stature even
remotely matches that of
Kejriwal, who has served as
the party’s convener since its
inception in 2011 and held
the post of Delhi Chief
Minister for three
consecutive terms spanning

nearly a decade. After Modi,
Kejriwal is the only leader
having a quality to connect
with the common man.
Presently, AAP does not
have any leader to connect
with the people.
Apart from Kejriwal’s wife
Sunita Kejriwal, a former
IRS officer, the names of
Ministers Atishi (who holds
the maximum number of
portfolios in the Delhi
Government), Saurabh
Bharadwaj and Swati
Maliwal too are taking
rounds for the post of Delhi
Chief Minister.
Top leaders of the AAP,
including Atishi, Saurabh,
Ram Niwas Goel
categorically stated that
AAP convener will continue
to hold the post of the Chief
Minister of Delhi and will
work from the jail if
required. 

The Representation of
People Act (RP Act), 1951,
deals with elections,
qualification and
disqualification of
lawmakers. According to the
Act, an MP or an MLA
stands disqualified, if s/he is
convicted for an offence.
However, since Kejriwal has
not been convicted yet, there
is no bar on him continuing
as Chief Minister.
Article 239 AA defines the
role of the elected
Government, the LG and
Parliament when it comes to
Delhi. The entire power of
the elected Government and
the CM of Delhi has its
origin in this provision of
the Constitution. 
However, the LG has the
powers to recommend the
suspension of operation of
this provision.  Article 239
AB gives powers to an LG to

recommend to the President
of India to suspend the
operation of Article 239 AA.
In February 2024, Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM) leader
and then Chief Minister
Hemant Soren was arrested
by the ED in a money-
laundering case. Soren
resigned as CM after his
arrest, and Seraikela MLA
Champai Soren replaced
him. Similarly, in 2001,
when Tamil Nadu CM J
Jayalalithaa was arrested in a
disproportionate assets case,
she picked O Paneerselvam
to be the CM till she
obtained a bail. This was
repeated in 2014, when she
was convicted and arrested
in the same case.
Paneerselvam resigned in
both 2001 and 2014, after
she obtained a bail and a stay
of her conviction,
respectively.

From Page 1
The names of the AIADMK
candidates released by
Edappadi Palaniswamy speak
volumes about the state of
affairs in that party.
"I will be surprised if ten of
them get elected. Palaniswamy
has proved that he does not
possess the leadership
qualities," said Arjun Sampath,
founder, Hindu Peoples Party.
Interestingly, the AIADMK
tried to get in touch with the
RSS leadership in the State but
it has been proved futile.

From Page 1
“After the strong warming
trend observed in February,
March is also likely to
follow the same pattern.
These warming trends in
India are a clear sign of the
impacts of human-led
climate change," said
Andrew Pershing, VP for
Science, Climate Central.
The authors also
emphasised the role of
human-led climate change
in the escalating
temperatures. Mahesh

Palawat from Skymet
Weather corroborates this,
stating that climate change
is the driving force behind
soaring temperatures and
warns of more frequent
heatwaves and intense
summers.
The report also mentioned
global efforts to reduce CO2
emissions to mitigate the
impacts of climate change. 
It highlighted the urgency
to limit further temperature
rise to prevent worsening
climate impacts. 
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Amid apprehensions (read
trepidations) within the

Trinamool Congress about
whether Mamata Banerjee was
going to become the "next tar-
get" of the Enforcement
Directorate after Arvind
Kejriwal, the Bengal Chief
Minister tended to put up a
brave face, "vehemently con-
demning" on Friday the central
agencies act of arresting her
Delhi counterpart ahead of
the Lok Sabha elections and
wondering why only the
Opposition Chief Ministers
and not their BJP counter-
parts were being arrested by the
agency in question. 
Calling Thursday's arrest of her
Delhi counterpart a blatant
assault on democracy, Banerjee
who was presently recuperating

from a head injury that she got
a few days ago wrote on the X
handle, “I vehemently con-
demn the arrest of Arvind
Kejriwal, the sitting elected
Chief Minister of Delhi elect-
ed by the people. I have per-
sonally reached out to Smt
Sunita Kejriwal to extend my
unwavering support and soli-
darity”, and called upon the
members of the Indian
National Democratic Inclusive
Alliance to "express strong
objection" against the ED's
"unconstitutional" act.
The Chief Minister's statement
came at a time when the ED
officials had swooped down at
five locations in Bengal includ-
ing the residence of a senior
TMC leader and State minister
Chandranath Sinha at Bolpur.
It is “outrageous that while
elected opposition CMs are

being deliberately targeted and
arrested, individuals accused
under CBI/ED investigations
are allowed to continue their
malpractices with impunity,
especially after aligning with
the BJP,  Banerjee who is also
the chairperson of the TMC
said.
Kejriwal was on arrested by the
ED from his Delhi residence in
the night intervening Thursday
and Friday in an excise policy-
related money-laundering case.
Saying that her party too would
be represented --- by TMC
MPs Derek 'O Brien and
Nadimul
Haq --- in the INDIA delega-
tion that was to meet the
Election Commission of India
on Friday, the Chief Minister
said that Kejriwal's arrest was
a blatant assault on the democ-
racy as the arrests were done

when the Model Code of
Conduct was in place.
“This is a blatant assault on

democracy. Today, our INDIA
alliance will meet the EC to
express our strong objection to
the deliberate targeting and
arrests of opposition leaders,

particularlyduring the MCC
period … I have designated
Derek o' Brien MP and Md
Nadimul Haque to represent
AITC in this crucial meeting
with the Election
Commission,” she said.
Attacking the BJP Government

for letting lose a "reign of ter-
ror" ahead of the elections "in
order to terrorise the opposi-
tion parties so as to win the
elections," Bengal Minister
Shashi Panja said that "our
Chief Minister and the entire
TMC stands by the Aam
Aadmi Party and its leadership
as can be seen from the fact
that our Chief Minister has per-
sonally spoken to Sunita
Kejriwal ji the wife of Arvind
Kejriwal ji and expressed soli-
darity." 
TMC spokesperson Kunal
Ghosh too condemned
Kejriwal's arrest saying that
the BJP was doing so because
they were sure that they will not
be able to win in the elections.
"They are almost sure that
they are losing … this is why
they are trying to hold on to
power by hook or by crook."

When contacted Pradesh
Congress president Adhir
Chowdhury and CPI(M) cen-
tral committee member Sujan
Chakrabarty said that the ED
was not doing anything to the
corrupt leaders who had either
joined their party or left the
INDIA alliance. "Kejriwal ji has
been arrested because he has
not left the INDIA alliance …
if like Mamata Banerjee he had
left the Alliance then he would
have escaped this arrest,"
Chowdhury said referring to
how the TMC refused to join
cause with the Congress in
Bengal. Chakrabarty too said
that "BJP will not do anything
to its cronies like the TMC even
if they steal everything … this
is the reason Mamata Banerjee
is keeping them in good humor
and in return the BJP is not
arresting doing anything to

her or her nephew Abhishek
Banerjee despite their a large
number of evidence against
them."
Meanwhile, raids were still
going on at minister Sinha's
residence --- for more than 10
hours --- and he was still being
questioned when reports last
came in. According to sources
Sinha was being questioned
about a register --- that was
recovered from
the residence of Kuntal Ghosh
one of the prime accused in the
recruitment scam --- in which
about 100 names were men-
tioned who were allegedly rec-
ommended by the minister to
him. When asked he however
said, "I have done no wrong
consciously ever … I will
answer all the questions to the
best of my knowledge when
they ask me."
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In a land of great Maratha
warrior Chhatrapati Shivaji,

not an election passes without
his descendent being in fray.
This time around, the
Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) has nominated
Chhatrapati Shrimant Shahu
Maharaj — the 12th direct
descendent of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj — as its can-
didate from Kolhapur Lok
Sabha constituency,  on a
Congress ticket.

The name of Shahu
Chhatrapati figured in the first
list of seven Lok Sabha candi-
dates that the Congress
announced for Maharashtra
on Thursday night.

Seventy-six year-old Shivaji
scion is the grandson of the
great reformer, Chhatrapati
Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj, a
democrat and an associate of
late Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.
Shahu Chhatrapati Maharaj's

candidature came a day after he
had decided to enter the elec-
toral fray as the people in
Kolhapur wanted him to do so.
Earlier, Shahu Chhatrapati's

son  Yuvraj Sambhajiraje
Chhatrapati, the 13th direct
descendent of founder of the
Maratha Empire - who had ear-
lier wanted to contest the Lok
Sabha polls, had  bowed out of
the Kolhapur election race.
A former President-nominat-
ed Rajya Sabha Member, Yuvraj
Sambhajiraje announced that
he was withdrawing from the
LS poll fray in favour of his
'revered father', a move that
went well with the people and
political leaders of different
hues in Kolhapur.   

Yuvraj Sambhajiraje has
announced that he would work
hard in tandem with the work-
ers of MVA constituents -
Congress, Shiv Sena (UBT)
and NCP (Sharad Pawar) for

the victory of his father
.Meanwhile,  Chhatrapati
Udayanraje Bhonsle - the 13th
direct descendent of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj -
-is keen to contest the polls
from the neighbouring Satara
constituency, where he had
been defeated as a BJP candi-
date in the October 2019 Lok
Sabha by-polls.
It may be recalled that NCP

chief Sharad Pawar had con-
tributed to the defeat of
Udayanraje Bhonsle by cam-
paigning vigorously for his
party's bureaucrat -turned-
politician Shriniwas D Patil
who trounced the Shivaji  scion
by a margin of 87,717 votes.
The crucial point in the Satara
Lok Sabha by-poll campaign
was when Pawar addressed a
public rally for Patil amid
pouring rain last week, a sight
that created a lot of sympathy
for both the Maratha leader
and Patil. The sympathy, cou-
pled with the Udyanraje's
unbearable arrogance wit-
nessed on several occasions in
the past, worked in favour of
Patil. Once a close associate of
NCP chief Sharad Pawar,
Udyanraje had earlier quit the
then united Sharad Pawar-led
party, resigned from Lok Sabha
and joined the BJP. Later on,
Udyanraje contested the
October 2019 Lok Sabha by-
polls on a BJP ticket.   
Udayanraje's defeat came as a
huge setback for the BJP which
had not only roped him into
the BJP ahead of the Assembly
polls and sought to usurp
Maratha card from the NCP by
using him like a trophy in its
campaign.
The BJP had made it a prestige
issue to ensure the victory of
Udayanraje. So much so that
both Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP president Amit
had campaigned for
Udayanraje.  
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The Trinamool Congress
has once again attacked the

BJP Government for "ped-
dling more Jumlas in the elec-
toral market in the name of
Modi's Guarantee and the
Citizenship Amendment Act."
Party general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee on Friday
launched a scathing attack on
the BJP government for
unleashing a "jumla" in the
form of CAA saying, "it will
serve no purpose because you
cannot provide citizenship to
a person twice," and warning
the people against filling up
the forms that would amount

to entering into a trap set up
by the saffron Government to
include them in the National
Register for Citizens like in
Assam.
"They have put 12 lakh Hindu
Bengalis to detention camps
after getting them listed in the
NRC … CAA is nothing but a
Jumla and a trap to get you
listed in the NRC by default
and then get you lodged in the
detention centres as they have
done in Assam," Banerjee
addressing an election rally at
Katwa in Burdwan said assur-
ing however that Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
would never let them thrown
out of India.

Referring to the CAA form
Banerjee said how it was full
of paraphernalia. "They have
given a 40 page document in
which there are 38 pages of
forms that have to be filled by
you … my question is why will
you despite being Indian citi-
zens fill up so many dotted
lines," Banerjee said asking the
people not to opt for CAA reg-
istration.
Stopping short of naming
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi he said how some peo-
ple were giving "false guaran-
tees" on various things "but if
you continue to support
Mamata Banerjee she would
fulfill all her guarantees

including the promise of pro-
viding houses to all by the end
of December."
Referring to the women-cen-
tric State schemes like Laxmir
Bhandar, Swasthya Saathi
(health insurance) for all,
Kanyashree, Rupashree etc
Banerjee said "while they have
promised Ayushman Bharat
to limited number of people
excluding those who have
television or motorcycles in
their houses … we have made
Swasthya Saathi universally
applicable," insisting, "this is
the real guarantee which is
given by Didi and which is
not a Jumla delivered by
Modi." 
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Mos PMO Dr Jitendra Singh
aims to score a hat trick

from the Udhampur-Kathua
Parliamentary constituency with
approximately 45,000 cash in
hand and 40 tolas of gold worth
13, 30,000 in his closet.
According to the Income Tax
return filed by Dr Singh for the
financial year 2022-23, he
earned a total sum of 33,17,330
during the period.
However, he has a total asset

base of over 7 crores of movable
and immovable assets in his
kitty. Dr Singh shared the infor-
mation in his affidavit while sub-
mitting his nomination papers
in the office of the Returning
Officer, Kathua on Thursday.
67-year-old Dr Singh also owns
a Ford car valuing 2605000
(2018 model) in his name apart
from inheriting a 1.611-acre
orchard in the ancestral village
Malhori, Doda.  Between 2018
and 2023 Dr Singh earned a total
sum of 1,49,66,712.
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The agency claimed these
charges were also
corroborated by one of the
candidates of AAP for Goa
elections of 2022 who said he
received funds for election
expenses “in cash” from the
AAP volunteers in Goa. The
ED, for the first time in the
about two year old probe, said
the AAP was the “major
beneficiary of the proceeds of
crime generated in the Delhi
liquor scam”. 
It alleged that a part of these
proceeds of crime, to the tune
of about Rs 45 crore in cash,
was utilised in the election
campaign of the AAP in Goa
Assembly polls. It claimed
these funds were transferred to
Goa via four ‘Agadiya’ routes.
The ‘Agadiya’ network is

known to move huge cash
funds from one location to the
other.
“In this manner, the AAP has
committed the offence of
money laundering through
Kejriwal and the offences thus
are covered by section 70 of
the PMLA,” it said. 
The agency said as the
national convener and
member of the national
executive, Kejriwal was
“ultimately responsible for the
funds being used in the
election expenses including
their generation”.
The agency said it recorded
the statement of AAP Rajya
Sabha MP and national
treasurer N D Gupta last year
who said while Kejriwal was
the overall incharge of the
party, no sanction of the
national executive or the

political affairs committee is
taken for deciding election
expenses.
Kejriwal, it alleged, was “not
only the brain behind the AAP
but also controlled its major
activities”. 
“Taking advantage of the fact

that he was also the CM of
Delhi, he used the said post to
facilitate the offence of money
laundering by the “company”
ie AAP and therefore,
irrespective of his role and
liability for the direct
commission of the said
offence, he is also vicariously
liable for the offence
committed by the AAP, being
the national convener of the
said party and because of his
role and active involvement in
the day-to-day affairs and the
conduct for the business of
AAP,” the ED informed the

court.
It said kickbacks were
allegedly generated by the
‘South Group’ members, that
includes arrested BRS leader K
Kavitha and some others, and
a part of these were “used” in
the Goa election campaign of
the AAP.
The agency said YSRCP MP
Magunta Srinivasulu Reddy
recorded his statement with
the ED last year who said that
he met Kejriwal with a desire
to participate in the Delhi
liquor business and the CM
told him that Kavitha “has
already approached him
(Kejriwal) to do liquor
business in Delhi and offered
to pay Rs 100 crore to the party
ie, the AAP.
The agency said Kejriwal
“wilfully disobeyed” nine
summonses issued to him to

join this probe and when his
statement was recorded under
the PMLA on Thursday, he
did not “reveal the truth nor
gave correct facts”. It said the
agency wants his custody to
unearth the remaining
proceeds of crime generated in
the case and that he needs to
be interrogated with other
accused and witnesses
“involved in the kickbacks
given by the South Group to
the AAP and its leaders”.
Kejriwal was required “to be
interrogated to identify the
complete modus operandi of
the offence”, the ED said in its
prayer to the court.
Kejriwal told the media at the
Rouse Avenue Court that he
would not resign as Delhi
Chief Minister and run the
Government from jail, if
needed.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to grant bail

to BRS leader K Kavitha, who
has been arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate in the
Delhi excise policy scam case.
A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna, MM Sundresh and
Bela M Trivedi asked Kavitha
to approach the trial court,
saying it is a practice which this
court is following and cannot
bypass the protocol.
The bench said as far as

Kavitha’s plea challenging the
provisions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) is concerned, the

court is issuing notice to the
ED and seeking its response in
six weeks. “The petition
challenging the provisions will
come up with the pending
matters,” the bench told senior
advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing
for Kavitha.
At the outset, Sibal told the
bench that he has one request
to the court that he should not
be asked to go to the High
Court. 
“Please see what is happening
in our country. People are
being arrested on the basis of

an approver’s statement. I am
very upset,” he said.  The bench
told Sibal, “As a counsel, you
should never be upset. Don’t be
so emotional. Main writ
petition can be put up for
hearing with other petitions
(pending matters) in July. As
far as bail is concerned, we are
very clear, you have to go to the
trial court.” 
When Sibal referred to the
arrest of former Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant Soren
and other political leaders, the
bench asked him not to make

political statements.
“We have been very clear and
uniformly following this
practice in this bench. All of us
in principle agree, we should
not because there is a political
person or someone who can
directly afford to come to the
Supreme Court, bypass all the
statutory and constitutional
forums,” the bench said.  Sibal
then referred to the case file
and referred to the statements
made by the ED in the court
last year in September that she
is not an accused.
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Raising slogans “Arvind tum
sangharsh karo, hum

tumhare sath hain” and “tyran-
ny won’t last”, scores of AAP
leaders and workers on Friday
hit the streets to protest against
the BJP over Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s
arrest, with AAP Ministers
Atishi, Saurabh Bharadwaj and
others being detained. Kejriwal
was arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in an Delhi
excise policy-linked money
laundering case on Thursday
evening
Be it inside jail or outside, his life
is dedicated to the nation,
Kejriwal said on Friday as hun-
dreds of AAP workers and lead-
ers took the streets against the
BJP over his arrest, raising slo-
gans of “Arvind tum sangharsh
karo, hum tumhare sath hain”
and “tyranny won’t last”.
There was a sea of khaki and
blue outside the AAP head-
quarters on the Rouse Avenue

Road in Central Delhi as mul-
tiple layers of barricades and a
large number of security per-
sonnel were deployed to thwart
party leaders and workers from
marching towards the BJP head-
quarters. Several protestors were
bungled into buses as they gath-
ered at the ITO intersection
around 10.30 am to proceed
towards the BJP office on the
DDU Marg. Paramilitary per-
sonnel in anti-riot gear were also
deployed to maintain law and
order.
Many AAP workers lay down on
the road to resist the police’s
attempts to detain them.
Women police personnel were
seen dragging female protesters,
many of whom were demon-
strating carrying pictures of
Kejriwal. According to police,
more than 50 protestors have
been detained so far and taken
to various police stations locat-
ed far away from Central Delhi.
The AAP said that an “unde-
clared emergency like situation
has arrived in the country and

alleged that the BJP is finishing
opposition parties by sending
their leaders to jail or making
them join it by threatening
them. The party claimed that
Kejriwal’s arrest will prove to be
the biggest political mistake of

the BJP.
AAP senior leader  Atishi,
Bharadwaj and others tried to
proceed towards the BJP head-
quarters around 11 am, they
were taken away in police buses.
Police officers were seen asking

protesters to disperse as pro-
hibitory orders under section
144 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure were in force in the
area.
There was jostling between AAP
workers and police as they tried

to detain them. Atishi was seen
resisting women police person-
nel who were trying to stop her
from protesting. Party workers
sat down on the road and raised
slogans even as police and para-
military personnel tried to pick
them up and detain them.
“I have been detained by the
Delhi Police while peacefully
protesting at ITO. First, these
people arrest the chief minister
of Delhi in false cases, and now,
those participating in peaceful
protests are also being arrested.
If this isn’t the murder of democ-
racy, then what is?,” Atishi post-
ed on X. Punjab Minister Harjot
Bains was also detained by police 
Hours after his detention,
Bharadwaj released a video on
X from the Alipur police station
where he along with his party’s
workers are seen singing “Mera
rang de basanti chola”. While
being detained by police,
Bharadwaj alleged that Kejriwal’s
family members have been put
under house and no one is
being allowed to meet them.

Meanwhile addressing a press
conference,  Atishi said the
AAP is worried about the secu-
rity of Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal in ED custody. Atishi
said this is for the first time in
India’s democratic history that a
national party’s chief has been
arrested before the Lok Sabha
polls.   “ED has not been able to
produce a single evidence. This
shows how fearful the BJP is of
Arvind Kejriwal,” she charged.
“They know that only one leader
can challenge them which is is
why they are making every
attempt to trample Arvind
Kejriwal and AAP,” the minister
added.   Atishi said the Aam
Aadmi Party was worried about
the Kejriwal’s safety and securi-
ty in ED custody. 
“Being the chief minister of
Delhi, Kejriwal has Z+ security
cover. Now he is in ED custody.
Who will be responsible for
Kejriwal’s safety? Who is enter-
ing his lock-up in the ED office?
The Centre has to answer about
his security arrangements there,”

she said. Delhi Cabinet minister
Gopal Rai visited Kejriwal’s res-
idence to meet his family but
claimed that he was not being
allowed to enter.   “I have been
asked to wait. Kejriwal has been
arrested. Nobody knows what
state his family is in. His ailing
parents are inside. Under which
law have they been placed under
house arrest?” he charged.
During the press conference,
Atishi accused the BJP of hatch-
ing a “political conspiracy”
against Kejriwal and the oppo-
sition leaders.   “If leaders fac-
ing corruption allegations join
the BJP, their cases are not
investigated. Hemant Soren is
arrested and Congress bank
accounts are frozen. This is an
attempt to affect elections,” the
minister said.  “Whatever con-
spiracy you are hatching against
opposition and AAP, the people
of Delhi, Punjab and this coun-
try will give you a befitting reply,”
she added.  The minister stressed
that “Arvind Kejriwal is an ide-
ology, an inspiration”

AAP workers protest against BJP over Kejriwal arrest
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Commuters were having a
harrowing time at ITO,

Rajghat and Vikas Marg here on
Friday morning as they were hit
by heavy traffic congestion due
to closure of roads towards
DDU Marg in view of AAP’s
protest.  Besides, security has
been beefed up in several parts
of the city and many roads have
been barricaded after the arrest
of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday night,
leading to massive protests by
the leaders and workers of
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP).
The Delhi police have put up

multiple layers of barricading
on the roads leading to the
offices of BJP, AAP and ED in
view of the demonstrations.
AAP leaders and supporters are
protesting at the ITO intersec-
tion, which is near the AAP and
BJP headquarters at the DDU
Marg here. Police officials were
asking protestors to disperse in
view of prohibitory orders
under section 144 of the CrPC
imposed in the area.
The Delhi traffic police issued
an advisory on X, “In view of
the proposed protest by politi-

cal party at DDU Marg Delhi,
traffic will remain heavy at IP
Marg, Vikas Marg, Minto Road
and Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg.
DDU marg will remain closed
for traffic movement. Kindly
avoid these roads and plan
your journey accordingly.”
Many AAP workers and sup-
porters blocked the roads at dif-
ferent places in central Delhi,
forcing the police to detain
them, which led to massive traf-
fic jams at ITO and Rajghat.
Huge traffic congestion was
also witnessed at Geeta Colony
and Rajghat. As the roads lead-
ing to the ED office were also
shut, the traffic police advised
commuters to avoid Krishna
Menon Marg, Motilal Nehru

Marg, Janpath, and Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam Road.   Following
Kejriwal’s arrest Thursday
evening, the AAP had given a
nationwide call for protest
against the BJP. Ahead of the
protest, police beefed up secu-
rity with multi-layered barri-
cading on roads where AAP
leaders and workers had
planned to stage demonstra-
tions.
Paramilitary personnel have
also been deployed to maintain
law and order situation in the
areas around the offices of
AAP, BJP and ED.  AAP leader
Gopal Rai had announced
nationwide protests against the
BJP over the arrest of the Delhi
chief minister.
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The BJP on Friday accused
the Aam Aadmi Party of

peddling a bundle of lies on
the issue of its leader Arvind
Kejriwal’s arrest, asserting
that those who are corrupt
will go to jail. The BJP further
slammed the AAP saying
there is an old saying “Chor
Machaye Shor” (the culprit
makes a lot of noise to cover
up the crime) and the AAP’s
“shameless” protest against
the arrest of Kejriwal is a fit-
ting example.
BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra said politicians used to
scratch each other’s back to
help each other while
indulging in scams but this
has changed in the last 10
years under the government
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
“Should he (Kejriwal) be let
off because he is a chief min-
ister and not a common
man,” he asked, alleging that
the Delhi chief minister is a
kingpin in the corruption
case being probed by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED). With opposition par-
ties, including the Congress,
rallying to Kejriwal’s defence
and describing his arrest as

part of the Union govern-
ment’s crackdown on their
leaders, the BJP spokesperson
said it is a case of thieves dis-
playing brotherhood.
He is the leader of the cor-
rupt, Patra charged and added
that AAP leaders have been
peddling a bundle of lies on
the matter. Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi are also on bail
in a corruption case, he said,
adding mockingly that it is
“bail bond” among them.
They are also coming togeth-
er as their ships are sinking,
he said.
Dismissing AAP leaders’ alle-
gation of political vendetta,
Patra asked if people will
believe courts or them and
said every thief claims inno-
cence when caught. With the

AAP insisting that Kejriwal
will remain chief minister, the
BJP leader said it shows his
greed for power and post
while he and his colleagues
rose in politics by claiming to
disdain the very thing.
As Delhi government minis-
ter Atishi questioned the
arrest of a chief minister and
expressed concern about his
safety as he has ‘Z plus’ secu-
rity, he hit back, saying it
shows their sense of entitle-
ment.
She is saying how a CM can
be arrested as he is not a com-
mon man, Patra said, noting
that Kejriwal once named the
likes of Sonia Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi, Lalu Prasad Yadav as
corrupt and would ask when
people will start going to the

jail. The AAP leader then
claimed he has entered poli-
tics to cleanse it but began liv-
ing in a palace and moving
around in a security cover, he
said.
“It is high time that people
who are embroiled in cor-
ruption are arrested,” Patra
asserted. Patra also played a
statement of Congress leader
Ajay Maken in which the he
had lashed out at Kejriwal for
the alleged excise scam and
accused him of using Rs 100
crore collected from it to
harm the Congress in the
Goa assembly polls in 2022.
Even the Supreme Court has
spoken about a money trail of
over Rs 338 crore while deny-
ing bail to AAP leader Manish
Sisodia in the same case, he
said. 
Following Kejriwal’s arrest
Thursday evening, the AAP
had given a nationwide call
for protest against the BJP.
Delhi BJP  president Virendra
Sachdeva also slammed the
AAP saying the party has
lost all moral grounds as its
leader has been arrested in a
“corruption” case.
“ Kejriwal knew the corrup-
tion that happened in framing
and executing the excise pol-
icy as his former Deputy

Manish Sisodia and party MP
Sanjay Singh went to jail over
it ,  Delhi  BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva said. “He
himself  skipped nine
Enforcement Directorate
summonses. 
He will now have to answer
the ED because he was
involved in corruption that is
why he has been arrested,”
Sachdeva said.
There is an old saying “Chor
Machaye Shor” (the culprit
makes a lot of noise to cover
up the crime) and the AAP’s
“shameless” protest against
the arrest of Kejriwal is a fit-
ting example, he said. Aam
Aadmi Party and its leaders
are “crying” over Kejriwal’s
arrest but they have lost all
moral grounds, and the peo-
ple of Delhi have lost faith in
them, he said.

Leader of Opposition in
Delhi Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri has said that Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal did
not listen to anyone while
implementing the liquor pol-
icy in Delhi. 
“He did not even listen to his
guru Anna Hazare and did
not follow our advice in the
Assembly. This is the reason
why he has now to see such
days,” Bidhuri said.
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Some former AAP leaders,
who fell out of favour with

party supremo Arvind
Kejriwal over the years, came
out in his support on Friday,
claiming that a sitting Chief
Minister’s arrest before the
Lok Sabha elections “without
evidence” is akin to “murder of
democracy”.
However, former Tourism
Minister in the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Government,
who is now a vice-president in
the Delhi BJP, Kapil Mishra
described Kejriwal’s arrest as a
“joyous day” for the residents
of the national Capital.
Political activist and founder
of Swaraj India Yogendra
Yadav, who was removed from
the AAP in 2015 by its disci-
plinary committee, termed
Kejriwal’s arrest as “unjust”.
“I am astonished. What is
going on in this country in the
name of democracy? You
change the referee before the

match by appointing new ECs
(election commissioners). You
are freezing the bank accounts
of opponent. Notices have
been given in 30-year-old
cases. Do proper investigation.
If court convicts, then be it PM
(prime minister) or anybody
else, they should be punished,”
he said while talking to PTI.
Yadav said “making arrests
before an election by hook or
by crook is like murder of
democracy”.”Unjust (what) has
been done to Arvind Kejriwal.
I’m sure people will teach
them a lesson,” he said.
Opposition parties, including
the Congress, the RJD and the
TMC, have been attacking the
BJP-led central government
over the AAP leader’s arrest.
Kejriwal and Yadav, who were
prominent leaders of the Anna
Hazare-led ‘India Against
Corruption’ movement of
2011-12, also founded the
AAP along with others in
2012. However, amid internal
squabbling, many top AAP

leaders, including Yadav and
Prashant Bhushan, quit the
party.     On Kejriwal’s arrest,
Bhushan claimed that there
was “no documentary evi-
dence” with the ED against the
chief minister.
“It’s astounding that the ED
has arrested a chief minister
just before the elections after
the Model Code of Conduct
has come into place, and in a
case, where they don’t have any
documentary evidence to
show that he was involved in
corruption, where they are
relying on a statement of some
approver who was the officer
of a company. The company
that had given electoral bonds
to the BJP party which con-
trols the ED,” Bhushan said,
without taking names.
Targeting the AAP, Mishra
said, “It is a joyous day for the
people of Delhi. It’s a day for
justice.” It is freedom from the
rule of a “corrupt and dis-
honest” government, Mishra
said 
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Delhi unit AAP convener
Gopal Rai on Friday

announced that the AAP will
not celebrate Holi this year
and will gherao the Prime
Minister’s residence on March
26 to register its protest
against Arvind Kejriwal’s
arrest by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED).
Addressing a press conference
here, Rai alleged that MLAs
and councillors of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) were
stopped from meeting the
family members of the Delhi
chief minister, who was
arrested by the ED in an
excise policy-linked money-
laundering case on Thursday.
“Workers and leaders were
detained throughout the day.
The whole country is sad and
angered by Kejriwal’s arrest.
At 10 am on Saturday, all AAP

MLAs, councillors, office-
bearers, INDIA bloc repre-
sentatives will take a pledge to
save democracy. We will gath-
er at the Shaheedi Park on
Saturday, the martyrdrom day
of Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and
Sukhdev,” the Delhi minister
said.
He added that Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann will
also attend the programme.
“On March 24, effigies of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will be burnt in all
Assembly constituencies. On
the day of Holi on March 25,
we will not organise any pro-
gramme and on March 26, we
will gherao the prime minis-
ter’s residence,” Rai said.
He said a joint movement
against the AAP national con-
venor’s  arrest  wi l l  be
announced soon after dis-
cussions among the INDIA
bloc constituents.
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Aam Aadmi Party leaders
and MLAs on Friday start-

ed a hashtag campaign
“IStandWithKejriwal” and
“IndiaWithKejriwal” on social
media platform X to garner
support for Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, who
was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate in a
connection with an excise pol-
icy-linked money laundering
case.  
AAP’s allies in the INDIA bloc
have also extended support to
the party’s national convener
and condemned his arrest.
Hashtags such as
‘DeshKejriwalKeSathHain’ and
‘ArvindKejriwalArrested’ are
among the top five trends in
India on X so far.  Many AAP
leaders, including Saurabh
Bharadwaj, Kailash Gahlot,
Durgesh Pathak, Shelly Oberoi,
Jasmine Shah, and Sanjeev Jha
used the hashtag
“IStandWithKejriwal” and
“IndiaWithKejriwal” in their

posts on X.
Delhi Health Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj, who was detained
by police, posted a video on X
from Alipur Police Station of
him and several other AAP
workers singing ‘mera rang de
basanti chola’.  In a separate
post, he wrote “the prison of
any dictator is not strong
enough to imprison democra-
cy for long,” sharing a poster
with “IStandWithKejriwal”
written on it.
AAP Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay

Singh’s wife Anit Singh also
posted on social media using
her husband’s X handle and
extended her support to
Kejriwal.   
“Now the only hope is from the
people of the country, the dic-
tatorial government of BJP has
to be removed and the democ-
racy of the country has to be
saved,” she wrote.
Sanjay Singh is lodged in Tihar
jail in connection with the
excise policy-linked money
laundering case, in which
Kejriwal was arrested on

Thursday.  
Delhi Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot shared a poster
of Kejriwal with a tagline ‘India
with Kejriwal’.
“The entire country stands
with Delhi’s son. From Kashmir
to Kanyakumari, voices are
being raised in support of
Kejriwal. The people of the
country will not let the staunch
patriot who changed the poli-
tics of the country be left
alone,” he wrote.
Comparing him with Bhagat

Singh, AAP’s Lok Sabha can-
didate from West Delhi
Mahabal Mishra wrote, “For
every Bhagat Singh, there were
millions of Bhagat Singhs on
the streets. Similarly, for every
Kejriwal, there will be millions
of Kejriwals coming out to
uproot Modi’s tyranny.”
The party’s Lok Sabha candi-
date from New Delhi con-
stituency, Somnath Bharti,
called for a united struggle
against the party leader’s arrest,
while also targeting the BJP
over the electoral bond scheme.
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After several rounds of
meetings in the last one

month, the BJP and the BJD
both announced to go solo in
the Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections in Odisha.  The BJD
and the BJP were in alliance for
around 11 years between 1998
and 2009 and fought three
Lok Sabha and two Assembly
elections together.
State BJP president Manmohan
Samal said BJP will fight this
election alone in all 21 Lok
Sabha and 147 Assembly seats
to create a developed India and
a developed Odisha under the
visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
fulfil the hopes, aspirations
and aspirations of four and a
half crore Odiyas.
Soon after the development,
senior BJD MP and one of its
founder members Bhartruhari
Mahtab resigned from the pri-
mary membership of the party
on Friday.  Mahtab, a six-time
MP from the Cuttack Lok
Sabha constituency, said: “I
have sent my resignation letter

to BJD president and Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik at 4
pm today.”
The veteran parliamentarian,
who was awarded the ‘Sansad
Ratna’ for four consecutive
years from 2017 to 2020 for his
outstanding performance in
Parliament debates, said he
quit the party as he did not get
ample opportunity to work
freely in the BJD.
Talks on pre-poll alliance were
being held between the ruling
BJD and the opposition BJP for
the past few days.  Earlier this
week, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had said in Delhi
that BJP national president J P
Nadda will take a final call on
the alliance with the Biju Janata

Dal (BJD).
Samal, in his statement, also
thanked BJD president and
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik for his party’s support
to the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment at the Centre on various
issues for the last 10 years.  “We
feel that the states that have
dual engine governments
across the country, make exten-
sive development and acceler-
ate welfare work for poor,” he
said.
The BJP state president also
claimed that many of the wel-
fare schemes of the Modi gov-
ernment are not reaching the
grassroots level, and the poor
people of Odisha failed to the
benefits. 
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Constituents of the INDIA
Bloc and the other non-

BJP political parties strongly
condemned Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s
arrest on Thursday and claimed
that the BJP is scared of the
outcome of the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls and acting out of
panic to create problems for the
opposition.
Interestingly, the Mamata
Banerjee led Trinamool
Congress, which is no more
part of the INDIA bloc and has
already announced her candi-
dates for Lok Sabha, party
leaders rushed to Delhi to be
part of the Opposition meeting
related to Kejriwal who are
planning to knock the doors of
Nirvachan Sadan.
Trinamool Congress leader
Derek O’Brien questioned the
timing of the arrest, when the
Model Code of Conduct is in
place. He alleged that as the poll
process has begun, every oppo-
sition party is being harassed.
“How can we expect fair elec-
tions in India if sitting CMs and
prominent opposition leaders
are arrested weeks before polls?
If SC and ECI fail to act now,
who will stand with people
against BJP’s oppressive politics
in future?” O’Brien asked.
While Congress president

Mallikarjun Kharge said the
“arrogant” BJP is making false
claims of victory every day and
trying to weaken the opposi-
tion by indulging in “illegal
means” ahead of the parlia-
mentary polls, former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi alleged
that a “scared dictator” wants to
create a dead democracy and
said the INDIA bloc will give
a befitting reply to such
designs.
“While capturing all the insti-
tutions, including the media,
breaking up parties, extorting
money from companies, freez-
ing the accounts of the main
opposition party were not
enough for the ‘devilish power’,
now the arrest of elected chief

ministers has also become a
common thing,” Rahul Gandhi
said adding “INDIA will give a
befitting reply to this,” he
added.
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M
K Stalin said ahead of Elections
2024, driven by fear of a decade
of failures and the imminent
defeat, the fascist BJP govt
sinks to despicable depths by
arresting Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal, following the unjust
targeting of brother Hemant
Soren.”
NCP leader Sharad Pawar con-
demned the “vindictive misuse
of central agencies to target the
opposition, especially as gen-
eral elections loom”. “This
arrest showcases the depth to

which BJP will stoop for power.
‘INDIA’ stands united against
this unconstitutional action
against Arvind Kejriwal,” he
said. CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury said the BJP
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi are in “panic” over their
impending rejection by people
in the upcoming polls. “It’s the
second sitting CM of the
INDIA bloc to be arrested.
Clearly, Modi and the BJP are
in panic over people’s rejection
in the ongoing elections,” he
said. CPI general secretary D
Raja said the BJP’s desperation
ahead of the general election is
on full display.
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Priyanka Chaturvedi said “with
the political arrest of another
sitting CM, Arvind Kejriwal,
the BJP government, its
Extended Department have
made it clear that they aren’t
anywhere close to winning 400
seats”.
While Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav said
Kejriwal’s arrest “will give birth
to a new people’s revolution”,
PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti said Kejriwal’s arrest
reeks of political vendetta and
growing authoritarianism.
“The arbitrary arrest of yet
another CM by ED reeks of
political vendetta and growing
authoritarianism,” she said in a
social media post.
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The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
has disaffiliated 20 schools,
five of them in Delhi, for
enrolling dummy students and
ineligible candidates, its secre-
tary Himanshu Gupta said on
Friday.
The board has also downgrad-
ed affiliation of three schools.
“Pursuant to the surprise
inspection conducted in CBSE
schools across the country to
check whether the schools are
running as per the provisions
and norms contained in affili-
ation and examination bye-
laws, it was found that some
schools were committing var-
ious malpractices of presenting
dummy students, ineligible
candidates and not maintained
records properly,” Gupta said.
“After thorough inquiry, it has
been decided to disaffiliate 20
schools and downgrade three
schools,” he added.
Five of the disaffiliated schools
are in Delhi, three in Uttar
Pradesh, two each in Kerala,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and
Maharashtra, and one each in
Jammu and Kashmir,
Dehradun, Assam and Madhya
Pradesh.
The schools with downgraded
affiliation are in Delhi, Punjab
and Assam. 
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The Supreme Court has dis-
missed the Centre’s petition

seeking review of its verdict
which said the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) is required to
furnish the grounds of arrest to
an accused in writing “without
exception”, saying there was no
error in its judgement war-
ranting reconsideration.
A bench of Justices AS
Bopanna and Sanjay Kumar
considered the review petition
in chambers and passed the
order. “We have carefully gone
through the review petitions
and the connected papers. We
do not find any error, much less
apparent, in the order
impugned, warranting its
reconsideration. The review
petitions are dismissed accord-
ingly. Pending application, if
any, stands disposed of,” the
bench said. In its order passed
on March 20, the bench also
dismissed the Centre’s appli-
cation for an open court hear-
ing.
The Centre had sought a
review of the October 3 order

of the apex court by which it
had set aside the orders of the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court as well as the arrest
memos, while directing the
release of Basant Bansal and
Pankaj Bansal, directors of
Gurugram-based realty group
M3M, in a money laundering
case.    
The top court had come down
heavily on the ED and said it is
not expected to be “vindictive”
in its conduct and must act
with utmost probity and fair-
ness.
It had said being a premier

investigating agency charged
with the onerous responsibili-
ty of curbing the debilitating
economic offence of money
laundering in the country,
every action of the ED in the
course of such exercise is
expected to be “transparent,
above board and conforming to
pristine standards of fair play
in action”.
“The ED, mantled with far-
reaching powers under the
stringent Act of 2002, is not
expected to be vindictive in its
conduct and must be seen to be
acting with utmost probity and

with the highest degree of dis-
passion and fairness,” the top
court had said.
It had said the failure of the
accused to respond to the ques-
tions put to them by the ED
would not be sufficient in itself
for the investigating officer to
opine that they were liable to be
arrested.
“Mere non-cooperation of a
witness in response to the
summons issued under Section
50 of the (PMLA) Act of 2002
would not be enough to render
him/her liable to be arrested
under Section 19,” the top
court had said.
Justice Kumar, who had
penned the verdict on behalf of
the bench, also questioned the
manner of arrest of the Bansals
in the case and said the
chronology of events “speaks
volumes and reflects rather
poorly, if not negatively, on the
ED’s style of functioning”.
The top court had said if any
sensitive material is mentioned
in the grounds of arrest, it
would always be open for the
ED to redact such sensitive
portions in the document and

furnish the edited copy of
grounds of arrest to the arrest-
ed person so as to safeguard the
sanctity of the investigation.
Basant and Pankaj Bansal were
arrested by the ED in connec-
tion with the money launder-
ing probe linked to an alleged
bribery case. 
The money laundering case in
which Basant and Pankaj
Bansal were arrested pertained
to an FIR filed by the anti-cor-
ruption bureau of the Haryana
Police in April last year against
Sudhir Parmar, a former special
judge for ED and CBI cases
who was posted in Panchkula,
his nephew and a third M3M
group director Roop Kumar
Bansal.
In its FIR, the ED had alleged
that reliable information was
received about Parmar showing
“favouritism” to the Bansals
and real estate firm IREO
owner Lalit Goyal in the ED
and CBI cases pending against
them in his court. Parmar was
suspended by the Punjab and
Haryana High Court after a
case was registered against him
by the anti-corruption. 
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The Supreme Court on
Friday reserved its order on

Kerala Government’s plea seek-
ing interim relief in a lawsuit
contesting a ceiling on the
State’s net borrowing.
The Kerala Government has
filed a suit in the apex court
accusing the Centre of inter-
fering in the exercise of its
“exclusive, autonomous and
plenary powers” to regulate
the state’s finances by imposing
a cap on borrowing.
A bench of Justices Surya Kant
and K V Viswanathan reserved
the order after hearing two
sides.
The Centre had on Thursday
told the apex court that the
Kerala government has been
“over-borrowing” in the recent
years which reflected its diffi-
cult financial situation.
The Kerala government assert-
ed its finances are “sustainable
enough” to bear the burden of
over-borrowing in the previous
years.

On March 13, the Centre had
told the top court that it was
willing to allow the Kerala
government to borrow Rs 5,000
crore, subject to certain condi-
tions, to deal with the financial
issues facing the state as a
“very special and exceptional
measure”.
However, the Kerala govern-
ment had said Rs 5,000 crore
“does not take us anywhere”
and the absolute minimum
requirement stood at Rs 10,000
crore.

In an original suit filed under
Article 131 of the Constitution,
the Kerala government has
said the Constitution bestows
fiscal autonomy upon states to
regulate their finances under
various articles, and the bor-
rowing limits or the extent of
such borrowings are regulated
by state legislation.
Article 131 of the Constitution
deals with the original juris-
diction of the apex court in any
dispute between the Centre
and states.
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As the summer season
approaches, India braces

itself for a challenging scenario
of water scarcity, as evidenced
by recent data from the Central
Water Commission (CWC)
concerning the live storage
capacity in the country’s pri-
mary reservoirs. The figures
paint a stark picture, revealing
that the current storage levels
stand at a mere 38 per cent of
their total capacity.
This alarming statistic not only
raises immediate concerns but
also underscores a worrying
trend amid the broader context
of climate change which threat-
ens to impact the water
resources banks such as glaci-
ers and rivers across the
Himalayas range.
As per the data, in urban areas
like Bengaluru, the situation is
already dire, with water short-
ages becoming increasingly
prevalent. The city is grappling
with a substantial daily short-
fall of approximately 500 mil-
lion litres, pitted against a stag-
gering demand of 2,600 million
litres per day. Such a deficit
places immense strain on the
city’s water resources and infra-
structure, significantly impact-
ing the lives of its residents.
The predicament in Bengaluru
is further exacerbated by the
drying up of borewells, which
serve as a vital source of water
for thousands of households.
Shockingly, out of the 14,000
borewells scattered across the
city, nearly half, amounting to
6,900, have already run dry.
This alarming trend reflects the
severity of the water crisis
unfolding in one of India’s

major urban centers.
Among the States, Karnataka,
along with several others
including Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, and
others, have reported lower
storage levels compared to the
same period last year, as high-
lighted in the weekly bulletin by
the CWC.
According to the statistics, the
total live storage capacity of the
150 primary reservoirs in India
amounts to a significant
178.784 billion cubic meters
(BCM). However, the current
live storage available in these
reservoirs paints a different
picture, standing at a mere
67.591 BCM, which represents
just 38 per cent of their total
capacity. This disparity between
capacity and actual storage
levels raises questions about the
efficacy of water management
practices and the need for
more sustainable solutions.
In the Southern region of India,
encompassing states like
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil
Nadu, the situation is particu-
larly grim. Here, the total live
storage available in reservoirs
is a mere 23 per cent of their
total capacity. This dismal fig-
ure marks a significant decrease
compared to storage levels dur-
ing the same period last year
and falls below the average stor-
age over the past decade.
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Despite Hepatitis B being a
significant public health

concern, affecting over 40
million individuals, there per-
sists a widespread lack of
awareness and understand-
ing, leading to misconceptions
and stigmatisation of those
affected in India, experts said
here at an event.
It may be mentioned that
while India is still grappling
with the taboo surrounding
the disease, Maldives and Sri
Lanka have already achieved
hepatitis B control as was
announced by the World
Health Organization early this
year.
It said that two countries have
had consistently high coverage
of hepatitis B vaccine doses in
infants and a low prevalence
of the deadly disease, corrob-
orated through serological
surveys conducted recently
in both countries.The two
countries join Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Nepal and Thailand,
who achieved the same feat in
2019.
In India there seems to be a
long way to go, as was delib-
erated by the expert here at
the ‘Illness to Wellness’ ini-
tiative which was organized by
ASSOCHAM in collaboration
with the Institute of Liver
and Biliary Sciences (ILBS) to
dispel myths and stigmas
associated with the disease.
‘Winning Over Mothers With
Hepatitis B’ (WOMB) initia-
tive forms part of a broader
national campaign aimed at
generating awareness about
various mind and body con-
ditions and promoting holis-
tic healthy living. Specifically,

the WOMB initiative is
focused on spreading aware-
ness about the prevention and
control of mother-to-child
transmission of viral hepatitis,
with a primary emphasis on
Hepatitis B.
During the session, Dr. Shiv K
Sarin, Director & Chancellor
of ILBS, and Dr. Arti Ahuja,
ex-secretar y of Union
Ministry of Labour and
Employment expressed grave
concerns about the discrimi-
nation and social stigma expe-
rienced by Hepatit is  B
patients.
They highlighted the critical
importance of vaccination
and information dissemina-
tion in combating the shame
and fear surrounding the dis-
ease.  Dr.  Ahuja further
emphasized the imperative
for a shift towards preventive
healthcare measures, advo-
cating for a proactive
approach to maintaining good
health rather than relying
solely on treatment.
Anil Rajput, Chairperson of
ASSOCHAM National CSR
Council, lauded the WOMB
initiative for its efforts to raise
awareness about the trans-
mission of Hepatitis B from
mother to child and its com-
mitment to eliminating stigma
and discrimination against
affected mothers.
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Aguidance document focus-
ing on enhancing infection

prevention and control mea-
sures, particularly in optimis-
ing biomedical waste manage-
ment during public health
emergencies was jointly
unveiled by AIIMS-Delhi and
the US Agency for
International Development
(USAID) on Friday.
This comprehensive document
aims to empower secondary
and tertiary healthcare facilities
across India with the necessary
knowledge and skills to effec-
tively respond to such emer-
gencies.
Developed collaboratively by
the Department of Hospital
Administration at AIIMS New
Delhi, the National Health
Systems Resource Centre under
the Ministry of Health, and
USAID India, the guidance
document provides up-to-date
information and training
resources for healthcare work-
ers. It covers various aspects of
infection prevention and con-
trol, equipping them with the
latest tools and technologies to
manage biomedical waste and
handle public health emergen-
cies more efficiently.
Dr. Atul Gawande, USAID
Assistant Administrator for
Global Health, highlighted the
significance of the guidance in
advancing global health secu-
rity and strengthening the
response to emerging health
threats. He emphasized
USAID’s commitment to part-
nering with countries like India
to enhance healthcare worker
capacity and improve emer-
gency response capabilities.
Dr. M Srinivas, Director of

AIIMS-Delhi, praised the
proactive efforts of the Ministry
of Health and USAID in devel-
oping and implementing the
guidance document. He under-
scored the importance of such
initiatives in bolstering health-
care preparedness and ensuring
the well-being of communities.
As part of this initiative, facul-
ty members and nursing offi-
cers from 32 medical colleges
and AIIMS across 17 states
have undergone training,
reflecting the collaborative
efforts between USAID and
AIIMS-Delhi to enhance infec-
tion prevention practices and
biomedical waste management.
Dr Vijaydeep Siddharth, the

project lead, said, “The signif-
icance of the guidance docu-
ment cannot be overstated.
Through meticulously con-
ducted research and rigorous
analysis, this document sheds
light on various aspects per-
taining to infection prevention
and control for public health
emergencies preparedness and
is a synthesis of existing evi-
dence complemented by the
lessons learned from the
COVID-19 pandemic.”
“We dedicate this document to
all the healthcare workers com-
mitted to providing better
patient care and worked tire-
lessly during the COVID-19
pandemic to save the entire
humanity,” Dr Siddharth
added.
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The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on

Friday imposed an Rs 80 lakh
penalty on Air India for vio-
lations of flight duty and
fatigue management norms,
including failure to provide
adequate rest to flight crew
before and after ultra-long
haul flights.
This is at least the third time
in less than two months that
Tata Group-owned Air India
has been fined by the DGCA.
The latest penalty also comes
at a time when the DGCA has
decided not to extend the
June 1 deadline for imple-
menting the revised flight
duty norms that will provide
more rest hours for pilots.
In January, the watchdog con-
ducted a spot audit of Air
India to verify the airline’s
compliance with Flight Duty
Time Limitations (FDTL) and
Fatigue Management System
(FMS) regulations. During the
audit, evidence was collected
and fleet-wise random reports
were analysed.
“The analysis of reports and
evidence revealed that Air
India Limited operated
flight(s) with both flight crew
aged above 60 years flying
together in a few
instances.”...The operator was
also found deficient in pro-
viding adequate weekly rest,
adequate rest before & after
ultra-long range flights and
adequate rest on layover to the
flight crew, which violates the
extant provisions of the Civil
Aviation Requirements per-
taining to FDTL,” the DGCA
said in a release.
Generally, ultra-long-haul

flights are those having a dura-
tion of more than 16 hours.
Air India operates such flights
to destinations in Canada and
the US.Further, the DGCA
on Friday said there were
instances of exceeding duty
periods, wrongly marked
training records and overlap-
ping duties. On March 1, the
watchdog issued a show cause
notice to Air India with
respect to the violations.
“The operator submitted its
response to the show cause
notice which was not found
satisfactory. Pursuant to the
non-satisfactory response sub-
mitted by the operator, a fine
of Rs 80,00,000 has been
imposed on the operator,” the
release said.
Having both cockpit crew
members or pilots aged above
60 years in a flight violates
Rule (2) of Rule 28 A of the
Aircraft Rules, 1937.”No per-
son holding a pilot’s licence
issued under these rules and
having attained the age of
sixty years shall act as Pilot-in-
Command or Co-pilot of an
aircraft engaged in commercial
air transport operations unless
it is operated in a multi-crew
environment and the other
pilot is less than sixty years of
age,” as per the rule.
Earlier this month, the DGCA
said it would not be extending
the June 1 deadline for imple-
menting the revised flight
duty norms for pilots.The
Federation of Indian Airlines
(FIA), comprising Air India,
SpiceJet and IndiGo, had writ-
ten at least twice to the regu-
lator, seeking more time for
implementation of the revised
Flight Duty Time Limitations
(FDTL) norms issued on
January 8.
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BJP, BJD to go solo in LS,
Assembly polls in Odisha 
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SBSP chief and Uttar
Pradesh’s Panchayati Raj
Minister Om Prakash

Rajbhar on Friday hit out at
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav, accusing him of
“betraying” leaders from the
backward classes, Dalits and
minorities.
Rajbhar, whose party is part of
the ruling National Democratic
Alliance, said Yadav’s allies are
quitting the opposition alliance
as he does not want leaders
from the backward
communities to rise.
“Akhilesh ji does not want to
take anyone along. He does not
want to allow any person from
backward class, Dalit
community or minority
community to become a leader,”
the Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj
Party (SBSP) chief said while
speaking to reporters at his
party’s office in Rasra here.
“Be it Jayant Chaudhary, Om
Prakash Rajbhar, Dara Singh
Chauhan, Swami Prasad
Maurya (all SP leaders or
leaders of parties part of its
alliance), everyone is saying the

same thing. The SP leaders are
betraying the backward class,
Dalit community and Muslim
class. This is the reason why
everyone is leaving him
(Akhilesh Yadav),” said Rajbhar.
On Apna Dal (Kameravadi) not
being given any Lok Sabha seat
in Uttar Pradesh under the
INDIA bloc, Rajbhar said that if
the leaders of Apna Dal (K)
want to join the NDA, then they
are welcome.
Apna Dal (K) has expressed
displeasure over not being given
a single seat under the INDIA
bloc after Yadav said that “the

alliance between Apna Dal (K)
and the Samajwadi Party was
for the 2022 Assembly polls and
not the 2024 elections.”
Rajbhar’s party had contested
the 2022 assembly polls in
alliance with the Samajwadi
Party and won six seats. Later
however, he parted ways with
the SP. Rajbhar who had
contested the 2017 assembly
election in UP with the BJP
returned to the NDA fold and
was sworn in as a minister
recently.
Asked about Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s

arrest by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in the excise
policy case, Rajbhar said, “The
country’s money has been
misused. Action is being taken
against Kejriwal only after he
was found guilty in the
investigation,” he said.
The ED is an autonomous
agency and it is doing its work,
he added. 

Himachal: 3 Independent MLAs
who voted for BJP in Rajya
Sabha polls submit resignation
Shimla, Mar 22 (PTI) Three
independent MLAs in

Hiamchal Pradesh, who had
voted in favour of the BJP
candidate in the recent Rajya
Sabha elections, submitted their
resignation to the Assembly
secretary on Friday.
One of them told reporters that
they would join the BJP and
contest elections on its ticket.
The three MLAs -- Ashish
Sharma (Hamirpur
constituency), Hoshiyar Singh
(Dehra) and K L Thakur
(Nalagarh) -- reached Shimla
Friday, met leader of the
opposition Jai Ram Thakur and
thereafter submitted their
resignation.
“We have submitted our
resignation. We will join the
BJP and contest elections on its
ticket,” Hoshiyar Singh told
reporters. 
The Independent MLAs said
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu has stooped to
such a level that he is targeting
the MLAs and their families and
registering false cases against
them.
The three Independent MLAs,
along with six Congress rebels,
voted in favour of the BJP
candidate in the Rajya Sabha
elections last month. 
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Trinamool Congress (TMC) leader
Derek O’Brien has expressed
concern over alleged harassment of
people from West Bengal in Odisha’s
Bhadrak district and sought Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik’s
intervention.
In a letter to Patnaik on Thursday,
O’Brien, who is the leader of the
Trinamool Congress Parliamentary
party in the Rajya Sabha, said that
the victims hailed from Bengal’s
Murshidabad district.
He urged the chief minister to “take
cognizance of the matter and ensure
the perpetrators are brought to
justice.”
The TMC leader mentioned that
close to a hundred people from
Bengal’s Murshidabad district stay
and earn a livelihood in Odisha’s
Bhadrak.
Recently, they were physically
assaulted by the local Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leaders and
forced to flee.
“They were beaten up with a bat
after they refused to show
documents to prove their Indian
citizenship,” the leader’s letter said.
A few days before this incident, they

were videographed illegally, and a
video labelling them as
“Bangladeshi informants” was
circulated on social media, the letter
said, adding that circulation of the
video led to more targeted physical
assault by the BJP leaders and
supporters. The TMC leader also
mentioned in the letter that people
of Odisha and West Bengal have
held a close affinity for each other.
“At a personal level, as you know, my
family and I have always shared a
fond relationship with Odisha,” the
letter said.
Derek further mentioned in the
letter that the Constitution of India
guarantees the right to live and earn
freely and peacefully no matter
where one might belong.
“The assault on the people of
Murshidabad must not become a
blot on our nation’s ethos,” it said.
Meanwhile, the Bharak police said
that a local BJP leader Sayan Parida
was arrested in connection with the
attacks on the vendors from
Murshidabad.
“Local police have been asked to
take strict measures. These activities
will not be tolerated,” Bhadrak
Superintendent of Police Varun
Guntapalli told reporters. ;
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State Congress chief Nabam
Tuki is set to lock horns

with Union minister Kiren
Rijiju in the Arunachal West
Lok Sabha seat.
The state will go for
simultaneous Lok Sabha and
Assembly polls in the first
phase on April 19.
Former chief minister Tuki
currently represents Sagalee
constituency in Papumpare
district as MLA, having been
elected for six consecutive
terms.
The Congress on Thursday
announced Tuki’s candidacy
along with Bosiram Siram,
the APCC vice-president,
who will be contesting from
Arunachal East
Parliamentary seat against
BJP nominee Tapir Gao.
Tuki, who lost the Arunachal

West seat to Rijiju in 2019, is
confident of victory this time,
citing a growing desire for
change among the electorate.
“People want a change and
public mood is changing
against Rijiju. He is facing a
strong anti-incumbency
wave,” Tuki said. “My focus
will be on employment
generation,” he added.
BJP had won both Lok Sabha
seats in the last elections.
While Rijiju won the seat by a
margin of 1,74,843 votes, Gao
won by a margin of 68,189
votes defeating his nearest
rival Wangman Lowangcha of
Congress. 
In the 2019 assembly
elections, the BJP bagged 41
seats, JD(U) won seven, NPP
(5), Congress (4), PPA (1)
and two seats were bagged by
Independents.
Counting of votes for
assembly polls will be held on
June 2 and for Lok Sabha
elections on June 4.
The BJP has declared
candidates for all the 60
assembly seats, Congress has
announced nominees for 34
seats and the NCP so far has
declared 17 candidates. 
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The TDP on Friday
announced their first list

of 13 candidates for the Lok
Sabha polls in Andhra
Pradesh, which included two
YSR Congress MPs who
defected from the party
recently.
The former Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu-led
party also announced the
third list of TDP candidates
for 11 more Assembly
segments. 
“We joined NDA with the
agenda of better prospects for
the state and on the other
hand we have chosen
candidates who can fight for
the state and express a strong
voice in the Parliament,” said
TDP supremo N

Chandrababu Naidu in a post
on X.
The Assembly elections in the
state will be held
simultaneously with the Lok
Sabha polls on May 13.
Naidu said that the new set of
11 Assembly candidates and
13 Lok Sabha candidates have

been zeroed in after taking
opinion from the public.
Narasaraopeta YSRCP Lok
Sabha member L Sri Krishna
Devarayulu has been fielded
from the same constituency
while V Prabhakar Reddy, a
YSRCP Rajya Sabha
member, will contest from

Nellore. T Krishna Prasad,
who will contest from the
Bapatla Lok Sabha
constituency, is a former IPS
officer and was earlier in the
BJP. G Harish Madhur,
TDP’s candidate from
Amalapuram Lok Sabha
constituency is the son of
former Lok Sabha speaker G
M C Balayogi, who died in a
chopper crash in 2002.
Other candidates include K
Ram Mohan Naidu from
Srikakulam constituency, M
Bharat (Visakhapatnam), P
Mahesh Yadav (Eluru) and K
Sivanadh (Vijayawada).
Likewise, P Chandrasekhar
will contest from Guntur Lok
Sabha constituency, D
Prasada Rao (Chittoor), B
Nagaraju (Kurnool), B
Shabari (Nandyala) and B K
Parthasaradhi (Hindupur).

The TDP has announced
candidates for 139 Assembly
and 13 Lok Sabha
constituencies. Candidates for
five more assembly seats and
four Lok Sabha seats are due
to be announced. TDP will
contest from 144 assembly
segments and 17 Lok Sabha
seats as part of the NDA in
Andhra Pradesh. Recently,
NDA constituents finalised
their seat-sharing formula for
the Parliamentary and
Assembly polls, according to
which the BJP will contest six
Lok Sabha and 10 assembly
seats. As part of the deal,
actor-politician Pawan
Kalyan’s Janasena will contest
two Lok Sabha and 21
assembly seats. Andhra
Pradesh has a total of 25 Lok
Sabha and 175 Assembly
seats.
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Heavy snowfall in West Bengal’s highest
Himalayan destination Sandakphu

stranded at least 40 tourists, who were
evacuated to safer places, a Darjeeling district
official said on Friday.The hamlet, which
offers a stunning view of the Kanchenjunga,
the Everest and some other peaks in the
Himalayas, is a favourite spot among
adventure-loving tourists visiting the
Darjeeling hills. 
At least 40 tourists, including children, who got
stranded at various homestays and hotels in
Sandakphu due to the snowfall over the last few
days, were evacuated by the Darjeeling district
administration and police on Thursday, the

official said. He said that the snowfall was
continuing on Friday as well and the whole area
was under a thick blanket of snow.
Situated at a height of 11,930 feet on the
Singalila ridge in the Himalayas, Sandakphu
offers a majestic view of the Kanchenjunga,
Everest, Makalu and Lhotse peaks.
Darjeeling town, popularly described as the
queen of the hills, recorded 31.2 mm rainfall
in 24 hours till 8.30 am on Friday as the
minimum temperature settled at 5.6 degrees
Celsius, the Met department said.
Light to moderate rain with thunderstorms and
lightning has been forecast by the Met for the
next five days in the sub-Himalayan districts of
Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Jalpaiguri, Cooch Behar
and Alipurduar.
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The geopolitical dynam-
ics of South Asia have
undergone a profound

transformation in recent
years, marked by a series of
significant developments that
have reshaped the relation-
ships between India, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, and the Taliban.
What initially appeared to be
a strategic win for Pakistan
with the Taliban’s return to
power in Afghanistan has
now turned into a complex
web of alliances and rivalries,
with India and the Taliban
exploring new avenues for
cooperation, while Pakistan
finds itself embroiled in a con-
flict with its western neigh-
bour.
Pakistan’s initial support for
the Taliban’s resurgence in
Afghanistan was driven by a
desire for a friendly govern-
ment in Kabul that would be
more amenable to Islamabad’s
interests. The previous
Afghan government, led by
Ashraf Ghani, was perceived
by Pakistan as being too
closely aligned with India,
Pakistan’s historical rival.
Therefore, the Taliban’s rise
was seen as a strategic victo-
ry for Pakistan, potentially
opening up avenues for
increased influence in

Afghanistan. When the
Taliban reclaimed power in
Kabul on 15th August 2021,
the then Pakistani PM Imran
Khan expressed optimism,
describing it as a “breaking
the shackles of slavery”
moment for Afghanistan.
There was a widespread belief
among Pakistanis that the
Taliban, whom they often
referred to as “our brothers,”
would help Pakistan in its
quest to assert control over
Kashmir, a disputed region
between India and Pakistan.
This sentiment was rooted in
the belief that a Taliban-con-
trolled Afghanistan would be
more sympathetic to
Pakistan’s stance on Kashmir
and would support Pakistan’s
efforts to wrest control of the
region from India.
However, the euphoria of the
Taliban’s return quickly dissi-
pated as concerns grew over
the group’s ability to govern
effectively and maintain sta-
bility. Pakistan’s hopes for a

strategic win in Afghanistan
were further dampened by
the emergence of the Tehrik-
i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a
Pakistani Taliban group that
found sanctuary in
Afghanistan and began
launching attacks on Pakistani
soil.
The situation took a dramat-
ic turn on 16th March 2024
when Afghan militants
attacked Pakistani soldiers at
a border killing 7 of them.
Pakistan retaliated with
strikes against Afghan mili-
tants citing concerns over
cross-border terrorism and
the presence of Pakistani
Taliban militants allegedly
supported by Kabul.
Meanwhile, India’s relation-
ship with the Taliban has
evolved, with the two sides
engaging in talks for trade and
economic cooperation. The
Indian delegation, led by J P
Singh has met the current
Taliban Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Mottaqi and the
former Afghan President
Hamid Karzai in Kabul to dis-
cuss humanitarian assistance
and trade. This development
has caught Pakistan off guard,
as it now finds itself on the
opposite side of the table
from India, its traditional

rival. Amidst the ongoing
humanitarian crisis in
Afghanistan, the US special
representative for
Afghanistan, Thomas West, is
set to travel to India in the
third week of March 2024 for
consultations on working
together to support the
Afghan people. This visit fol-
lows the Indian delegation’s
recent stated meeting with the
Taliban ministry. West’s visit
is particularly significant as he
engages with the Taliban and
mobilises international sup-
port for Afghanistan.
However, these diplomatic
efforts come in the wake of
Pakistan launching airstrikes
in border regions of
Afghanistan, resulting in the
tragic deaths of at least eight
civilians. 
As the situation continues to
evolve, it remains to be seen
how these shifting alliances
will shape the future of South
Asia. The once-clear lines of
allegiance and enmity have
blurred, creating a complex
and unpredictable geopoliti-
cal landscape that will require
careful navigation by all par-
ties involved.
(The writer is author and an

academician; views are 
personal)
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money to economically disadvantaged
individuals and capturing their votes is the
pursuit that can be done smoothly.
Not all of the nation’s citizens have tech-
nological proficiency, and due to being in
the impoverished segment, some individ-
uals cannot even able to afford smart
devices, Additionally, connectivity issues
are also one of the crucial problems, such
are the hindrances which impede their abil-
ity to vote. Hence, EVM will require robust
measures to deal with these challenges.

Zakir Hussain | Kazipet  
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Sir — This refers to your news report
‘Scolded by father for eating junk food,
female BBA student hangs self ’ (20th
March). A 19-year-old female student of
Bachelor of Business Administration
(BBA) allegedly hanged herself to death at
home in Maharashtra’s Nagpur after being
scolded by her father for eating junk food
is heart-wrenching. Unable to bear father’s
rebuke for eating junk food, the daughter
hanged herself to death in the kitchen using
a long cloth. How easily did she cut short
her life without thinking about her parents?
What must have become of her parents
after losing her daughter? Despite being
well read and well lettered students are
committing suicides for trivial matters and

the slightest remark of their parents.
Nowadays parents’ advice cuts no ice with

teens and youngsters. They consider life all
beer and Skittles. They have their way.
They never care about the consequences.
It’s natural for children to act in a partic-
ular way or for something to happen in that
way. Parents are cored and helpless to put
up with their children’s insolences. Children
are quickly sulky with their parents over
trifles. They are taking extreme steps. They
are losing their precious life. As soon as
they attain the age of puberty they become
froward and intractable. They don’t realise
who they are talking to? In a fit of rage, they
are taking extreme steps. They are taking
their parent’s valuable advice to heart and
breaking their parents’ hearts to pieces.
Generally, parents’ advice and words are
beyond the comprehension of teens and
youngsters. It’s high time for teens and
youngsters to be dutiful and submissive to
their parents never take the words and
advice of parents to their hearts and always
abide by parents’ advice to succeed in life.
Students must take the bull by the horns
in life. They must not abandon hope and
cut their lives short.

Zubair Khan | Hyderabad
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Sir — Bengaluru is known as the IT hub
of the country. However, this city has
around one and a half crore population
fighting for water recently. The city is still
famous as a good place to work and live.
But this year due to a lack of rainfall in this
city and Karnataka, this city has faced a
major water crisis. People have installed
water-saving devices on taps. The water
supply is stopped for four hours in the
morning and evening. Water required for
drinking and housework needs to be
bought, so obviously the cost for families
has also increased. The Chief Minister of
Karnataka has suggested that IT compa-
nies should allow people to work from
home and schools and coaching centres
should study from home.
This year, the water level of the Cauvery
River has decreased due to the decrease of
monsoon. Bangalore city had 262 lakes till
1961. About 70 per cent of the area was
green. At that time this city was known as
Garden City or Lake City. Today only 81
lakes remain. Concrete forest stands on
about 94 per cent of the area. This is not
the situation of Bengaluru city in the coun-
try but many other cities are also experi-
encing water scarcity. The water level has
decreased by digging the wells. Bangalore
city alone has 10995 wells. As the overall
environment continues to deteriorate, liv-
ing is becoming difficult day by day and
the severe water scarcity in Bangalore is one
example of this. Other cities should take
a lesson from water scarcity in this city.

Shantaram Wagh | Pune
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Sir — India is going to be the third-largest
economy by 2047, the Indian government
is still facing significant challenges. In this
world of AI advancement, the cybersecu-
rity risk is on the rise, making it easier to
infiltrate networks nowadays, and the
introduction of EVMs will escalate decep-
tive practices as well the biggest concern
which must be raised is about the privacy
of an individual can be infringed easily,
conceiving or by giving the amount of
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global leaders, including Joe
Biden and Vladimir Putin,
say that they neither want it
nor is it likely to happen. But
then the US did not expect
the Japanese air attack on
Pearl Harbour on December
7, 1941 (US calendar) which
severely mauled the its Pacific
Fleet. Nor did the European
powers expect Germany’s
surprise attack on Poland on
September 1, 1939, which
triggered the beginning of
World War II.
In the present instance, peo-
ple have been hearing of a
World War III ever since the
end of World War II, when
the world came to be divid-
ed into two blocs. One com-
prised countries led by the US
and clustered round pacts like
the NATO, Central Treaty
Organisation (CENTO) and
the South-East Asia Treaty
Organisation (SEATO), the
first two targeting the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR) and the third one,
China. Other bloc comprised
countries of East Europe
which had come into the
USSR’s orbit after the end of
World War II, and which
were members of the Warsaw
Pact led by it. China enjoyed
observer status in respect of
the pact until it withdrew in
1961.

The Cold War that came to
prevail between the two blocs
was marked by frigid and
unfriendly ties. There was no
shooting war. The restraining
factor was the large nuclear
arsenals which both the US
and the USSR — and later
China — possessed, and the
smaller stockpiles of countries
like Britain and France. A war
between the two blocs, it was
felt, would lead to the use of
nuclear weapons. The USSR’s
premier, Nikita Sergeyevich
Khrushchev, graphically
summed up the horrors of the
resultant scenario when he
said, “The living will envy the
dead.”
The two blocs came close to
a war on two occasions. On
May 1, 1960, a Soviet missile
brought down a U-2 spy
plane, operated under the
aegis of the US Central
Intelligence Agency, in
Russian territory. Its pilot,
Francis Gary Powers, who
had parachuted to safety, was
taken prisoner. The incident
put on hold the thaw in US-
USSR relations that had fol-
lowed a meeting at Camp
David, Maryland, between
the American President
Dwight D. Eisenhower and
Prime Minister Khrushchev,
in September, 1959. It also
scuttled the Paris summit in

mid-May among the US, the
United Kingdom, France and
USSR after Khrushchev
walked out of it following
Eisenhower’s refusal to apol-
ogise for the U-2 mission. 
The second occasion was the
Cuban missile crisis of
October, 1962, triggered by
the USSR’s move to install SS-
4 and SS-5 missiles in Cuba
which could hit targets in the
US. The latter, under
President John F. Kennedy,
imposed naval quarantine
(read blockade) on Cuba,
which the USSR declared it
would defy. The matter ended
with Kremlin agreeing to dis-
continue construction work
on missile sites and removing
weapons the US considered
offensive and the US agreeing
to remove the Jupiter
Intermediate Range Ballistic
Missiles it had placed on
Turkey’s border with the
USSR.
Would good sense prevail in
Ukraine’s case as it did on the
above two occasions? That
needs to be seen. One thing,
however, is certain. Serious
moves need to be made to
ensure an early negotiated
settlement.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer.

The views expressed are
personal)
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Can the war in Ukraine
lead to World War
III? It can if talk about
an event presages its
occurrence. The latest

mention has been by Vladimir
Putin, who said on March 18,
2024, that a direct conflict
between Russia and NATO
(North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation) would mean that
the planet was one step away from
World War III. He, however, had
added that hardly anyone want-
ed any such scenario. Other
Russian leaders have also men-
tioned the possibility. Alexander
Venediktov, deputy secretary of
the Security Council of Russia,
had said on October 13, 2022, that
Ukraine’s admission into NATO
was guaranteed to escalate the
conflict in that country into the
third world war. Western coun-
tries have also been taking the
danger of a wider war with Russia
seriously. The German newspa-
per, Bild, reported on January 15,
2024, that the country’s army was
gearing up to cope with a Russian
attack on the Baltic countries—
Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia—
in the summer of 2025, that
would begin with a spring offen-
sive in Ukraine this year.
Russia’s talk of World War III may
well be a part of a strategy to
reduce the United States’ and
European countries’ support to
Ukraine. Germany’s response
mentioned above, however, indi-
cates that such talk is being taken
seriously. In fact, the German
defence minister, Boris Pistorius,
has signed an agreement with his
Lithuanian counterpart, Arvydas
Anusauskas, for stationing 4,800
German troops and 200 civilians
in the latter’s country.
With countries preparing for
war, speculation about the con-
flict in Ukraine escalating into
World War III is understandable.
But then, what is a World War?
It can be defined as a large-scale
conflict involving a number of
countries on both sides, stretch-
ing over large tracts of the earth,
and affecting even on countries
that are not directly involved. As
things are, World War III would
see the United States-led NATO
countries pitted against Russia
which may be joined by Belarus,
China and North Korea.
While talking about the danger
of a third world war breaking out
over Ukraine, all important
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The current decade
belongs to India’s demo-
graphic dividend. Today

in 2024, as India gears up for
its 18th Lok Sabha Election, it
is important to understand the
electoral preferences and polit-
ical choices of our youth, espe-
cially Gen Z voters. It is cru-
cial to comprehend the polit-
ical views of Gen Z regarding
politics, the prevailing politi-
cal parties, and their leaders in
India, as well as how they
shape their election narrative
and their perspectives on gen-
eral elections in the country.
Elections globally are no longer
a mundane affair where the
opinions of the elder family
members dictate the political
choices of the entire family. In
the 21st century, as we cham-
pion fundamental rights, lib-
eral and democratic values,

many Gen Z individuals advo-
cate for freedom of choice in
all aspects. With their signifi-
cant population, political par-
ties are incentivized to revamp
their targeting strategies to
appeal to this demographic.
There has been a noticeable
global shift in how political
parties focus on engaging with
Gen Z, with many parties
dedicating specific agendas
and subjects to attract them.

As Gen Z increasingly form
their own political opinions
independent of familial influ-
ence, political parties must
address their concerns to
ensure their active participa-
tion. With India being home
to a diverse electorate of 96.8
crores, including various cat-
egories such as transgender,
overseas, service electorate,
voters with disabilities, first-
time voters, and regular voters,
it is crucial to understand the
opinions of Gen Z in elections.
With 1.82 crores first-time
voters in India this time, the
political choices of Gen Z
could significantly impact the
outcome of the elections, pro-
vided parties can earn their
confidence through effective
policy-making.
Gen Z represents one of the
most pragmatic segments of

the population, shaping their
opinions based on internet
research. Amidst widespread
social media usage, political
parties are leveraging these
platforms to promote their
agendas directly to smart-
phones.
The issues important to Gen Z,
such as digital equality, climate
action, mental health, non-reli-
gious bias, gender equality,
quality education, employ-
ment security, and fostering an
environment conducive to
risk-taking, differ significant-
ly from those of traditional
voters.
To amplify their voices, many
parties are incorporating
young faces into their ranks to
establish a connection with the
youth. Both ruling and oppo-
sition parties actively engage
with Gen Z through various

social media channels, includ-
ing Twitter, YouTube,
WhatsApp, Instagram and
Facebook. Statistics reveal that
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leads in social media
activity, followed by the Aam
Aadmi Party and then the
Indian National Congress.
Among political leaders, BJP’s
Narendra Modi remains the
preferred choice for Gen Z, fol-
lowed by others. Gen Z close-
ly associates with these leaders
through social media plat-
forms, often shaping their
opinions based on what they
see on their screens. However,
it’s essential for political parties
to understand that this gener-
ation values facts over fake
gimmicks and extensively fact-
checks information before
forming opinions.
As the 18th Assembly Election

approaches, it is imperative for
political parties to recognise
the importance of Gen Z vot-
ers. They represent the future
of the political landscape and
can potentially revolutionise
the entire system. Gen Z’s
silent role in this year’s gener-
al election is invaluable, and it
is crucial for all Gen Z voters
to fulfil their electoral duties
diligently.
They possess the power to
bring about significant changes
in India’s political sphere, and
their agendas reflect the evolv-
ing political needs of the coun-
try. New India must recognise
and appreciate the potential of
this new generation, just as
they excel in other fields, as
they have the capability to
transform the nation’s political
system.
on, the political landscape of

India is undergoing a transfor-
mative phase, with the rise of
Gen Z as a significant force to
reckon with. As the nation pre-
pares for the 18th Lok Sabha
Election, the voices and choic-
es of Gen Z resonate louder
than ever before.
Their preferences, shaped by
digital connectivity and a
quest for factual information,
demand attention from polit-
ical parties seeking to secure
electoral victories. The sheer
size of the Gen Z population
underscores its potential to
sway election outcomes and
influence policy directions.
Their advocacy for progressive
values, coupled with a pen-
chant for transparency and
accountability, underscores
their pivotal role in shaping
the future of Indian democra-
cy.

It is imperative for political
stakeholders to engage mean-
ingfully with Gen Z, address-
ing their concerns and aspira-
tions. By recognising the
agency and significance of
this dynamic demographic,
India can pave the way for a
more inclusive and responsive
political system.
In essence, the empowerment
of Gen Z represents not just a
generational shift, but a para-
digmatic evolution in India’s
democratic ethos. By harness-
ing their energy, ideas, and
ideals, the nation can chart a
course towards a more equi-
table and resilient future.

(The writer is an assistant
professor at the Department

of Management, Dr Virendra
Swarup Institute of Computer

Studies, Kanpur;
views are personal)
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Catholic church in honour of the
revered patron saint of Tamil
Christian fishermen, is accessible
sans passport, facilitating the
annual usage by thousands of
Indian fishermen for rest and
repairs. Nestled amidst the
cerulean waters of the Palk Strait,
Kachatheevu not only embodies
a disputed islet but also hosts the
revered symbol of faith — St
Antony’s Shrine. This sacred
sanctuary, dedicated to St Antony,
the patron saint of lost things and
fishermen, holds profound signif-
icance for the fishing communi-
ties of Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka.
The inception of St Antony’s
Shrine dates back to the early
20th century when Portuguese
missionaries erected a chapel on
Kachatheevu to cater to the spir-
itual needs of the local fishing
populace. Over time, the shrine
gained popularity, drawing devo-
tees from afar seeking solace and
blessings from St Antony. The
disputed sovereignty of
Kachatheevu has intermittently
disrupted pilgrimage activities,
escalating tensions between India
and Sri Lanka.
Fishermen from Rameswaram,
Nagapattinam, Cuddalore and
Karaikal (Pondicherry), who his-
torically utilised this island for
rest and minor repairs, now face
imprisonment in Sri Lankan jails
for breaching maritime borders.
Disputes stemming from this
small island, located just 15 miles
from Rameswaram, are straining
India-Sri Lanka relations. The
clamour to reclaim this island,
steeped in historical ties with the
ancient kingdom of
Ramanathapuram, is gaining
momentum. The Tamil Nadu
assembly advocates for more
authority to address these issues,
while the central government
has issued directives to allocate
resources to tackle these
demands.
The sentiment among the people

of Tamil Nadu, particularly the
fishing community, remains
deeply entwined with the
Katchatheevu issue. For genera-
tions, Tamil fishermen have
depended on the waters sur-
rounding Katchatheevu for their
livelihoods, and the loss of access
to these traditional fishing
grounds has inflicted significant
hardship.
As Tamil Nadu braces itself for
the Lok Sabha elections, the
Katchatheevu issue persists as a
potent symbol of Tamil pride and
identity. The election’s outcome
may well shape the future trajec-
tory of this contentious matter,
with political parties vying for
public support by pledging to
reclaim Katchatheevu and safe-
guard the rights of Tamil fisher-
men. The ballot box will serve as
the ultimate arbiter, determining
whether Katchatheevu remains a
distant aspiration or materialis-
es as a tangible reality, restoring
pride and dignity to the Tamil
fishing community.
In conclusion, the Katchatheevu
issue stands as a poignant
emblem of Tamil Nadu’s struggle
for sovereignty and the protection
of fishermen’s rights. As the polit-
ical landscape simmers with fer-
vour ahead of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the fate of Katchatheevu
hangs in the balance, awaiting the
verdict of the electorate.
The significance of Katchatheevu
extends beyond mere territorial
disputes; it embodies the cultur-
al heritage and livelihoods of
Tamil fishermen, whose lives are
intricately woven with the waters
surrounding the island. The
relentless efforts of Tamil Nadu
politicians to reclaim
Katchatheevu underscore the
deep-rooted connection between
the people and their land, reflect-
ing an unwavering commitment
to safeguarding Tamil Nadu’s
interests.
However, the road to reclaiming

Katchatheevu is fraught with
challenges, both political and
diplomatic. While promises
abound during election cam-
paigns, the true test lies in trans-
lating rhetoric into action post-
election. The incoming govern-
ment’s ability to navigate the
complex web of international
relations while prioritising the
welfare of Tamil fishermen will
determine the fate of
Katchatheevu.
Regardless of political affilia-
tions, it is imperative for elected
representatives to uphold the
aspirations of the people and
work towards a resolution that
ensures justice for Tamil Nadu’s
fishing community. This entails
diplomatic dialogue, strategic
negotiations, and unwavering
determination to secure the
return of Katchatheevu to Indian
sovereignty.
As Tamil Nadu heads to the
polls, voters hold the power to
shape the course of history, steer-
ing the trajector y of the
Katchatheevu issue. Beyond elec-
toral rhetoric, the voices of Tamil
Nadu’s fishermen resonate, echo-
ing their plea for justice and dig-
nity. The ballot box thus becomes
not only a symbol of democracy
but also a beacon of hope for the
restoration of Tamil pride and the
preservation of fishermen’s rights.
In the end, the resolution of the
Katchatheevu issue transcends
political victories; it is a testament
to the resilience and unity of the
Tamil people in their quest for
justice and self-determination. As
the journey continues, let us
remain steadfast in our pursuit of
a future where Katchatheevu
once again becomes a sanctuary
for Tamil fishermen, a beacon of
hope amidst the turbulent seas of
politics and diplomacy.

(The writer is an associate
professor, views

are personal)

Amidst the escalating political
fervour in Tamil Nadu ahead
of the imminent Lok Sabha
elections, Katchatheevu
emerges once more as a

recurrent yet elusive topic, akin to the
unexpected pickles accompanying a
plate of biryani. This contentious sub-
ject continues to command attention,
igniting debates and stirring strong
sentiments across the region.
Situated in the heart of the Palk Strait,
Katchatheevu has long been a focal point
in Tamil Nadu’s political dialogue, par-
ticularly during election seasons. With
the Lok Sabha elections looming,
Katchatheevu has once again taken cen-
tre stage in Tamil Nadu’s political arena.
Political parties, especially those
entrenched in the state, are leveraging
the Katchatheevu issue to amass support
and mobilise voters.
Critics argue that it is ironic for Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister Stalin to question
the central government’s actions regard-
ing the recovery of Katchatheevu over
the past decade. Narendra Modi, along
with the Congress and DMK, accuses the
unilateral transfer of Katchatheevu to Sri
Lanka. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
endeavouring to establish itself in Tamil
Nadu politics, seeks to position itself as
a champion of Tamil fishermen’s rights.
However, the party’s alliances and poli-
cies at the national level have often con-
tradicted the interests of Tamil Nadu
fishermen, breeding scepticism among
voters.
Katchatheevu is a diminutive island
spanning a mere 285 acres, devoid of any
freshwater source. Since its cession to Sri
Lanka in 1974 through a contentious
agreement between then-Indian Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi and Sri Lankan
Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike,
Katchatheevu has remained a bone of
contention between India and Sri Lanka.
The island, with a scant area of 1.15
square kilometres, linked to the Pak
Strait, was ratified by Parliament in 1976.
Tamil Nadu fishermen have utilised this
small island for rest and anchorage for
centuries, prompting calls from Tamil
Nadu politicians to reclaim it.
This island, christened after the Roman

%$�#��#�$&��$'$��"���(()��*��+&�'&���$(���,�"��-����*�.�&�+&���*�������/�'&�+#$0�1"�0��#���#����#��+�2�&����0#�*'���#��+�"$�$0�"�*�&&��$(�


�������	"��



#����� :��������	�
���
����� 
���������������

�
��� 5���

After his anti-India rhetoric,
Maldives President

Mohamed Muizzu has struck a
reconciliatory tone, saying
India will continue to remain
his country’s “closest ally” and
urged New Delhi to provide
debt relief to the archipelago
nation.
The Maldives owed approxi-

mately USD 400.9 million to
India by the end of last year.
Ever since he took oath as the
president in November last
year, the pro-China Maldivian
leader has pursued a hardline
stand towards India and with-
in hours had demanded that
Indian military personnel oper-
ating three aviation platforms
be repatriated from his coun-
try by May 10.
On Thursday, in his first inter-
view with the local media since
assuming office, Muizzu said
India was instrumental in pro-
viding aid to the Maldives and
has implemented the “greatest
number” of projects.
India will continue to remain
the Maldives’ closest ally, he
said and emphasised that there

was no question about it,
Maldives news portal
Edition.mv said in a report that
carried excerpts of Muizzu’s
interview to its Dhivehi lan-
guage sister-publication
‘Mihaaru.’
Muizzu’s comments praising
India came after the first batch
of Indian military personnel
left the island nation this
month as planned. By May 10,
Muizzu had demanded that all
88 military personnel, manning
the three Indian aviation plat-
forms, should leave the coun-
try.India has been providing
humanitarian and medical

evacuation services to the peo-
ple of the Maldives for the last
few years using two helicopters
and a Dornier aircraft. The
Maldives’ proximity to India,
barely 70 nautical miles from
the island of Minicoy in
Lakshadweep and 300 nautical
miles from the mainland’s west-
ern coast, and its location at the
hub of commercial sea lanes
running through the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR) gives it
significant strategic impor-
tance.
During the interview, Muizzu
urged India to accommodate
debt relief measures for the
Maldives in the repayment of
“the hefty loans taken over con-
secutive governments.”
“The conditions we have inher-
ited are such that there are very
large loans taken from India.
Hence, we are holding discus-
sions to explore leniencies in
the repayment structure of
these loans.
“Instead of halting any ongo-

ing projects ... to proceed with
them at speed, so I see no rea-
son for any adverse effects (on
Maldives-India relations),”
Muizzu added.

Muizzu’s conciliatory com-
ments towards India came
ahead of Parliament elections
in Maldives slated in mid-
April.
He said Maldives has taken sig-
nificant loans from India,
which are heftier than can be
borne by the Maldivian econ-
omy. “Due to this, he is current-
ly discussing with the Indian
government to explore options
to repay the loans to the best of
the Maldives’ economic capa-
bilities,” the news portal said
quoting him.
Muizzu, who expressed hope
that India would “facilitate
debt relief measures in the
repayment of these loans,” also
said that he has conveyed his
appreciation to the Indian gov-
ernment for their contribu-
tions.
During the previous regime,
headed by pro-India leader
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih’s
administration, the total
amount of loans taken from the
Export and Import Bank of
India (Exim Bank) stood at
USD 1.4 million (MVR 22
million).“Together with this,
the amount owed by Maldives

to India by the end of last year
stood at MVR 6.2 billion, he
said.
At the current rate of 1 MVR
equal to USD 16, this is approx-
imately USD 400.9 million.
“I also conveyed to Prime
Minister Modi during our
meeting that I did not intend
to halt any ongoing projects.
Instead, I expressed my desire
to strengthen and expedite
them” he said, referring to his
discussion with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Dubai on
the sidelines of the COP28
summit in Dubai in December
2023. “I suggested a high-level
committee be established, one
designed for quick decision-
making even in the bridge
project to ensure speedy work.
The same for the
Hanimaadhoo Airport,” he
added.Answering a question
about Indian military person-
nel, Muizzu termed it as “the
only matter of contention” that
arose with India about the
presence of Indian military in
the Maldives and added that
India, too, had accepted the fact
and agreed to withdraw the
military personnel.
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The United Nations Security
Council is set to vote on a

United States-sponsored reso-
lution declaring that “an imme-
diate and sustained cease-fire”
in the Israel-Hamas war in
Gaza is “imperative” to protect
civilians and enable humani-
tarian aid to be delivered to
more than 2 million hungry
Palestinians. US Ambassador
Linda Thomas-Greenfield said
she was optimistic that the
new, tougher draft resolution
would be approved Friday by
the 15-member council.
The draft being put to a vote
“determines” — which is a
council order — “the impera-
tive of an immediate and sus-
tained cease-fire,” with no
direct link to the release of
hostages taken during Hamas’
October 7 attack on Israel,
which was in the previous
draft. But it would unequivo-
cally support diplomatic efforts
“to secure such a cease-fire in

connection with the release of
all remaining hostages”.
Russia’s deputy UN ambas-
sador Dmitry Polyansky said
Moscow will not be satisfied
“with anything that doesn’t
call for an immediate cease-
fire,” saying it’s what US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken is pressing for and
what “everybody” wants. He
questioned the wording of the
draft, asking, “What’s an
imperative? I have an impera-
tive to give you USD 100, but
… it’s only an imperative, not
USD 100.” “So, somebody’s
fooling around, I think, (with
the) international community,”
the Russian envoy said.
The Security Council had
already adopted two resolu-
tions on the worsening
humanitarian situation in
Gaza, but none calling for a
cease-fire.
Russia and China vetoed a US-
sponsored resolution in late
October calling for pauses in
the fighting to deliver aid,

protection of civilians, and a
halt to arming Hamas. They
said it didn’t reflect global
calls for a cease-fire.
The US, Israel’s closest ally, has
vetoed three resolutions
demanding a cease-fire, the
most recent an Arab-backed
measure supported by 13
council members with one
abstention on February 20.
A day earlier, the US circulat-
ed a rival resolution, which has
gone through major changes
during negotiations before
Friday’s vote. It initially would
have supported a temporary
cease-fire linked to the release
of all hostages, and the previ-
ous draft would have support-
ed international efforts for a
cease-fire as part of a hostage
deal.
The vote will take place as
Blinken, America’s top diplo-
mat, is on his sixth urgent mis-
sion to the Middle East since
the Israel-Hamas war, dis-
cussing a deal for a cease-fire
and hostage release, as well as

post-war scenarios.
Nate Evans, the spokesperson
for the US Mission to the
United Nations who
announced the Friday morn-
ing vote, said: “This resolution
is an opportunity for the
Council to speak with one
voice to support the diploma-
cy happening on the ground
and pressure Hamas to accept
the deal on the table.”
Meanwhile, the 10 elected
members of the Security
Council have been drafting
their own resolution, which
would demand an immediate
humanitarian cease-fire for
the Muslim holy month of
Ramadan that began March 10
to be “respected by all parties
leading to a permanent sus-
tainable cease-fire.” 
It also demands “the immedi-
ate and unconditional release
of all hostages ” and emphasis-
es the urgent need to protect
civilians and deliver humani-
tarian aid throughout the Gaza
Strip. 
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Chinese coast guard ships
backed by a military heli-

copter attempted unsuccessful-
ly to block two Philippine gov-
ernment vessels carrying scien-
tists from reaching two sandbars
in the disputed South China Sea,
Philippine officials said on
Friday. Chinese coast guard
personnel blew the horn on one
of their ships for half an hour
and repeatedly transmitted radio
warnings during the confronta-
tion Thursday, but the Filipino
scientists managed to complete
their four-hour marine and bio-
diversity research at the barren
sandbars called Sandy Cay, the
officials said.
The Chinese coast guard gave a
different account of the faceoff.
A spokesperson, Gan Yu, said in
a statement that its law enforce-
ment officers “boarded” the
sandbars, which Beijing calls
Tiexian Reef, and dealt with
what it called “illegal activities”
by 34 Philippine personnel who
“ignored China’s warnings and

dissuasion.” “That’s another lie
coming from the Chinese coast
guard,” Philippine coast guard
Commodore Jay Tarriela said at
a news conference on Friday.
“For four hours, our marine sci-
entists were able to continue
their research.”
Journalists who were invited to
join the research mission wit-
nessed the incident, Tarriela
said. 
It was the latest flareup in
increasingly tense territorial dis-
putes that are seen as a poten-
tial Asian flashpoint that might
bring China and the United
States into a conflict if they
degenerate into a major armed
confrontation.
China, the Philippines, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Taiwan and Brunei
have overlapping territorial
claims that have erupted from
time to time into brief con-
frontations in the South China
Sea.
Hostilities between China and
the Philippines, however, have
worsened since last year, result-
ing in minor collisions at sea and

injuries to a few Filipino crew-
men, sparking a war of words.
Washington has no territorial
claims in the strategic waterway
but has questioned China’s claim
to virtually the entire seaway.
The United States has repeated-
ly warned that it’s obligated to
defend the Philippines, its old-
est treaty ally in Asia, if Filipino
forces, ships and aircraft come
under an armed attack.
During the Chinese coast guard’s
maneuvers, one of its ships
crossed the bow of the
Philippine fisheries vessel BRP
Datu Sanday at a distance of 100
meters (328 feet), Tarriela said.
At least 13 suspected Chinese
militia vessels tried to help form
a blockade, he said.
Two of the three small sandbars
where the Filipino scientists
carried out a survey are located
between Philippine-occupied
Thitu island and Subi, a disput-
ed reef that China transformed
into an island base with a mili-
tary-grade runway, seaports and
a number of buildings with
communications facilities.
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Beirut (AP): A UN humani-
tarian official appealed on
Friday for more than USD 4
billion in life-saving aid for
more than 10 million Syrians,
saying that the country’s large-
ly forgotten crisis remains
“one of the most deadly to
civilians in the world.”
Adam Abdelmoula, resident
coordinator in Syria for the
UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs, made the appeal days
after Syria marked the 13th
anniversary of the conflict
that has killed nearly a half
million people and left large
parts of the country destroyed.
“Today, we are facing an
unprecedented situation in
Syria — one that we cannot
afford to ignore,” Abdelmoula
told reporters in Geneva.
“Inaction will be costly for all
of us and will inevitably lead
to additional suffering.”
About 16.7 million people
require some form of human-
itarian assistance in Syria, an
increase from 15.3 million
last year, he said. Over 7 mil-
lion people are internally dis-
placed and nearly as many are
refugees in other countries,
including neighbouring
Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey.
The war has left 90 per cent of
Syria’s population below the
poverty line as millions face
cuts in food aid because of a
funding shortfall. The UN
World Food Program ended
its main assistance program in
the country in January. 
“The Syria crisis remains one
of the most deadly to civilians
in the world. Hostilities con-
tinue to plague various parts of
Syria and have recently seen a
sharp spike, especially in the
north,” Abdelmoula said. 
He suggested that Israel’s war
against Hamas in Gaza had
given cover for more military
activity in parts of Syria.“We
saw the world’s attention
focusing on Gaza, and that
provided some kind of diver-
sion of attention that allowed
the significant escalation of
hostilities in the northeast
without much attention being
paid to that situation by the
international community,”
Abdelmoula said.
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Amid a string of tragic and
concerning incidents

involving Indian students in
the US, former CEO of
PepsiCo Indra Nooyi has
advised them to be “watchful”,
respect local laws and urged
them to not engage in drugs or
excessive drinking to ensure
their safety and security in this
country.
Nooyi, considered among the
most powerful and influential
business executives globally,
issued an over 10-minute long
video advising Indian students
coming to the US to stay safe
and alert and to avoid activi-
ties that can land them in trou-
ble. The video was posted on
X by the Consulate General of

India in New York on
Thursday.
“The reason I’m recording this
video is to talk to all of you, all
you young people who are
looking to come to the United
States or are here already pur-
suing your studies, because I’ve
been reading and listening to
all the news about several
examples of Indian students
finding themselves in unfortu-
nate situations,” Nooyi, 68,
said in the video.
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London (AP): Police in north-
ern England said Friday that
they are investigating whether
the largest donor to Britain’s
Conservative government
committed a crime when he
reportedly said a Black mem-
ber of Parliament made him
“want to hate all Black women”
and that she “should be shot.”
Frank Hester, the chief execu-
tive of healthcare software firm
The Phoenix Partnership,
allegedly made the remarks in
2019 about Diane Abbott, the
first Black woman to serve in
the House of Commons.
West Yorkshire Police said offi-
cers were “working to establish
the facts and to ultimately
ascertain whether a crime has
been committed.”
Hester has apologized for mak-
ing “rude” remarks about
Abbott but says he’s not racist.
The Tory party has resisted
pressure from opposition
politicians to return the 10 mil-
lion pounds (USD 12.6 million)
Hester has given to the party.
The comments reported March
11 by The Guardian swiftly
embroiled the Conservatives in
a controversy as they sought to
criticize the remarks but
refused for nearly 24 hours to
label them as racist. The party,
which has been in power for 14
years, faces an election later
this year and polling shows
them trailing far behind
Labour.
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak

initially criticized Hester’s
comments as “unacceptable,”
but his spokesperson didn’t
label the remarks racist until
Cabinet minister Kemi
Badenoch, who is Black, broke
ranks and accused Hester of
racism. “The alleged com-
ments were wrong, they were
racist,” Sunak later told law-
makers. But he said Hester had
“rightly apologized for them,
and that remorse should be
accepted.”Hester’s company
has been paid more than 400
million pounds (USD 504 mil-
lion) by the National Health
Service and other government
bodies since 2016, according to
The Guardian.
Hester allegedly made the
comments during a company
meeting in Leeds.
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Actor Darasing Khurana has
kicked off his

Commonwealth Year of Youth
Champion role with a focus on
mental health initiatives, follow-
ing a meeting with Queen
Camilla and discussions with
Secretary-General Baroness
Patricia Scotland in London.
The 32-year-old artist founded
the Pause.Breathe.Talk
Foundation in the wake of the
tragic death of his friend, fellow
actor Sushant Singh Rajput,
hopes to use the many learnings
and insights from its focus on
making therapy affordable and
accessible to young people. 
Khurana has been in London
since Commonwealth Day on
March 11, when he shared his
plans with the Queen, who was
representing husband King
Charles as the Head of the
Commonwealth as the monarch

undergoes treatment for cancer.
“I shared my plans around
youth mental health and well-
being with Her Majesty and she
was really supportive, so I’m
even more pumped now to get
on with the work,” shared
Khurana, whose intricate fusion
sherwani by designers Shantanu
& Nikhil was admired by the
Queen.

“I explained how we want to
work towards a better balance
with technology in the life of
young people by implementing
a Commonwealth-wide pro-
gramme. She agreed it was
absolutely the need of the hour
and encouraged me to focus on
this,” he said.
Khurana has helped children as
young as eight access heavily
discounted counselling through
his foundation set up in mem-
ory of Rajput, who is believed to
have been suffering from
depression before his sudden
death aged 34 in June 2020.
“It hit me really hard and I had
to do something in his memo-
ry. Through my foundation, I
observe young people suffering
and that is the reason I feel I can
be the voice, and bring this
change in the Commonwealth
countries. I just want to make
sure that we do not take this
mental health crisis ahead for

the generations to come and we
end it here,” he said.
Based on research conducted by
his foundation, Khurana has
pinpointed a drastic drop in
patience levels among the
younger generation and a cor-
responding spike in their anx-
iety levels. The primary reason
for this is believed to be the
overuse of electronics and social
media. Through his work with
Dr Rekha Chaudhri, founder of
World Digital Detox Day, his
focus is on encouraging a
lifestyle change that would help
young people better harmonise
with technology.
“We have come up with a
roadmap already which can be
merged with the education sys-
tem in all the Commonwealth
countries so that students are
taught right from the beginning
in their schools on how to
maintain a balance with tech-
nology in their life,” he said.
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Italian Premier Giorgia
Meloni has been asked to tes-

tify in court on July 2 in the
trial of two men who are
accused of making deepfake
pornographic images using her
face and posting them online.
Meloni, who is listed as an
injured party in the trial in
Sassari in Sardinia, is seeking
100,000 euros (USD 108,212)
in symbolic damages and will
donate any award to an Interior
Ministry fund for women vic-
tims of domestic violence, her
attorney Maria Giulia
Marongiu said in an email
Friday to The Associated Press.
“The crime in question is par-
ticularly odious, as it allegedly
involves the uploading of fab-
ricated pornographic images
Marongiu said.
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Washington (PTI): The Ram
Mandir Rath Yatra will kick off
from Chicago in US on Monday
to travel to 851 temples in 48
states, crossing more than 8,000
miles over the next 60 days,
organisers said on Thursday.
The rath or chariot built over a
Toyota Sienna van will carry stat-
ues of Lord Ram, Goddess Sita,
Lakshman, and Hanuman, along
with special prasadam from the
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya and
kalash of Prana Pratishtha Pujit
Akshat, according to Amitabh
Mittal, general secretary of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad of
America (VHPA), which is
organising the yatra.
“The Ram Mandir opening has
filled with joy the hearts of over
1.5 billion Hindus around the
world and has resulted in a
renewed energy and faith. The
nationwide Rath Yatra will start
on March 25 from Chicago in
the USA and travel for over 8000
miles. It will cover 851 temples
in the USA and around 150 tem-
ples in Canada,” Mittal told PTI.
The Canada section of the Ratha
Yatra – separate one – is being
organised by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad of Canada. It will trav-
el to more than 150 temples in
Canada.
“The objective of this Rath Yatra
is to raise awareness, educate and
empower Hindu Dharma,” said
Tejal Shah of the Hindu Mandir
Empowerment Council
(HMEC), which is the apex
body for all the temples in the
United States. The yatra will pro-
vide the opportunity to all

Hindus to unite and participate,
which will lead to revival of
Hindu ethos and Dharma, she
said. 
“It is very important for us and
especially for our future gener-
ation to stay united and strong
in the campaign to raise aware-
ness and spread the Hindu
Dharma across the world,” Shah
said.  
According to Mittal, several
dozen volunteers have regis-
tered with the VHPA to help
plan and organise this yatra. 
This is for the first time in the US
that a yatra of this kind has been
organised by the Hindu commu-
nity that would take the van to
more than 800 temples in the US.
The yatra will culminate on
April 23, the auspicious day of
Shree Hanuman Jayanti, at Sugar
Grove, Illinois. The Rath Yatra

would cover not only all the
major temples but also even
smaller ones.
“We are going to visit every

mandir in the USA as long as
they have a physical space,” Shah
said. The temples which partic-
ipated in the Ram Mandir inau-
guration ceremonies in the US in
January would also be present-
ed with a certificate of participa-
tion.
“We are making sure that we
cover everyone who has partic-
ipated, we appreciate their par-
ticipation, and this is kind of a
gratitude for them. 
And they also feel blessed to have
the Ram Lala’s pratikurti that we
are going to carry in the Rath that
we have received from Bharat.
We also have akshat and kalash,
which has a lot of significance in
our culture,” Tejal Shah said. 
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Madrid (AP): A boat carrying
a group of migrants ran into
trouble off the coast of south-
eastern Spain killing at least
three people and several others
were believed missing, author-
ities said on Friday. Spain’s
Maritime Rescue Service said
in a statement that two sur-
vivors and three bodies were
found on a partially sunken
boat off the coast near the town
of Motril. The two survivors
said the boat had been carry-
ing 12 people when it set sail
from Algeria six days ago,
leading authorities to suspect
seven others may have fallen
into the sea. 
The two survivors and three
bodies were taken by heli-
copter to the mainland.
Tens of thousands of migrants
from sub-Saharan countries
fleeing poverty, conflict and
instability in West Africa try to
reach Spain each year in large
open boats. 
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London (PTI): The British Army celebrated the
Sikh festival of Holla Mohalla with several British
Sikh officers from the Defence Sikh Network
(DSN) organising the annual spring festivities
that showcase the spirit of courage, preparation,
and readiness.
The festival dates back to the 18th century when
it was initiated by Guru Gobind Singh, the 10th
Guru of the Sikhs, as a celebration of military
prowess during which martial skills are honed
and exhibited in fierce but well-natured com-
petition.  This year’s British Army Sikh Holla
Mohalla event took place at the Ash Ranges in
Hampshire, south-east England, on Tuesday and
involved traditional games such as tug of war
and quoits as an ode to the military forebears
who played these games.
Defence Sikh Network said its members, main-
ly the soldiers from the British Army, celebrat-

ed the Sikh Military Festival by taking part in
the military shooting competition, traditional
Sikh martial arts and traditional Sikh military
games and finally finished the festival with rang,
the throwing of coloured powder as a mark of
victory.
The network is the official organisation within
the UK’s Ministry of Defence (MoD) that sup-
ports inclusion from a Sikh perspective. The net-
work said the festival particularly resonates with
the Sikhs within the country’s armed forces and
therefore it began celebrating it in the British
Army in 2021. 
“We feel this should be one of the premier events
in the Sikh calendar to ensure our martial tra-
dition continues. 
This event is a celebration of our longstanding
tradition of Sikh military culture and values,” the
Defence Sikh Network said.
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Australia is set to provide 4.6
billion Australian dollars

(USD 3 billion) to British
industry to support the con-
struction of nuclear-powered
submarines and ensure its new
fleet arrives on time, the two
countries said on Friday.
The announcement came a
day after the two countries
signed a defence and security
pact to better meet challenges
such as China’s increased activ-
ity in the South China Sea and
South Pacific.
UK Defence Minister Grant
Shapps said the submarine
programme was expensive but
necessary.
“Nuclear-powered submarines
are not cheap, but we live in a
much more dangerous world
where we are seeing a much
more assertive region with
China, a much more dangerous
world all around with what’s
happening in the Middle East
and Europe,” Shapps told the
Australian Broadcasting
Corporation.
“Countries need to invest in

making sure that adversaries
see we are serious about our
security, defending freedom of

navigation, for example.”
The 10-year deal announced at
an annual ministers’ gathering
will boost capacity at the Rolls-
Royce factory in Derby, UK, to
build the nuclear reactors that
will propel the submarines to
be built by BAE Systems in
Adelaide, Australia.
The Virginia-class submarines
will be primarily from a UK
design and will have a US
weapons system onboard.
Australia’s Defence Minister
Richard Marles said the agree-
ment showed that the nuclear
submarines programme would
be fulfilled and would create
new production capability for
the AUKUS partners, referring
to the grouping of Australia, the
UK and US.
“These are big foundational

decisions which demonstrate
that the pathway to Australia
acquiring a nuclear-powered
submarine capability under
the banner of AUKUS is hap-
pening, and the result of that
right here is going to be the
most advanced manufactur-
ing in the nation and one of the
most advanced manufactur-
ing production lines in the
world,” Marles told reporters at
the Osborne shipyard in
Adelaide on Friday.
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Moscow (AP): Rescue work-
ers laboured for a fifth day on
Friday to reach 13 people
trapped deep underground
in a collapsed gold mine in
Russia’s far east, news reports
said. They said no contact has
been made with the miners in
the Amur region, about 5,000
kilometres (3,000 miles) east
of Moscow. At least 13 min-
ers are trapped, regional offi-
cials said Tuesday.
The state news agency RIA-
Novosti cited emergency offi-
cials as saying that powerful
pumps have completed taking
water out of the mine. The
miners were trapped at a
depth of about 125 metres
(400 feet) when part of the
mine col lapsed on 
Monday. The cause of the
accident has not been
announced. 
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Hungary’s populist prime
minister, Viktor Orbán,

has congratulated Russian
President Vladimir Putin on his
victory in an election that was
criticised by most Western lead-
ers. Orbán, widely seen as
Putin’s closest ally in the
European Union, sent the letter
of congratulations to Putin on
Thursday after the release of
official election results in Russia,
according to his press chief. The
Hungarian leader was the only
head of a EU country to con-
gratulate Putin on his reelection,
which will extend his nearly
quarter-century rule of Russia
by another six years.
Putin’s landslide victory was
widely criticised by Western
leaders, who characterised the
result as preordained in Russia’s
repressive political system. The
EU criticised the election as tak-
ing place in a “highly restricted
environment exacerbated also
by Russia’s illegal war of aggres-
sion against Ukraine”.
“Russian authorities have con-
tinued to increase the system-

atic internal repression by crack-
ing down on opposition politi-
cians, civil society organisa-
tions, independent media and
other critical voices with the use
of repressive legislation and
politically motivated prison sen-
tences,” an EU statement said.
Orbán’s letter said that the
cooperation between Hungary
and Russia, “based on mutual
respect, enables important dis-
cussions even in challenging
geopolitical contexts”.
He also pointed out what he
called Hungary’s “commitment
to peace”, which has taken the
form of repeated calls for an
immediate cease-fire in Ukraine
without outlining what such a
step would entail for that coun-
try’s territorial integrity.
Orbán’s government has taken
a differing approach to the war
in Ukraine from its EU and
NATO allies since Russia began
its full-scale invasion more than
two years ago. Hungary has
refused to supply Ukraine with
weapons or allow their transfer
across its borders, and has held
up EU efforts to supply Ukraine
with badly needed funding.

Hungary has also sought to
deepen energy deals with
Moscow even as other countries
in Europe have decreased their
dependency on Russian fossil
fuels. Orbán’s approach has led
to significant tensions with
Ukraine’s government and with
his partners in the EU.
Speaking in an interview with
Hungarian public radio from
Brussels on Friday, Orbán
accused EU leaders of taking
an increasingly active role in
the conflict in Ukraine, some-
thing he predicted would be a
key issue in the bloc’s elections
this summer.
“The leaders speak as if they
are fighting their own war
against Russia. Not like us
who say, Look, this is a war
between Russia and Ukraine.
This is not our war,’” Orbán
said. “We are not at war with
Russia, they are at war, and
they even speak as if Russia
must be defeated.” On
Thursday, Hungary refused to
support a Czech-led effort to
acquire ammunition that
Ukraine badly needs from third
countries outside the EU.
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The European Union on
Friday imposed sanctions

on the Russian justice and
prison officials responsible for
imprisoning opposition leader
Alexei Navalny before his death
last month.
“Alexei Navalny’s slow killing
by the Kremlin regime is a stark
reminder of its utter disregard
for human life,” EU foreign pol-
icy chief Josep Borrell said in
a statement announcing the
move.
Borrell said the sanctions,
which target 33 officials and
two prisons and involve asset
freezes and travel bans,
“demonstrate our determina-
tion to hold Russia’s political
leadership and authorities to
account for the continuing vio-
lation of the human rights in
Russia.”

Navalny, the
most persis-
tent foe of
P r e s i d e n t
V l a d i m i r
Putin, was
serving a 19-
year sentence
when he died.
He had been
behind bars
since January

2021 after returning to Russia
from Germany where he had
been recovering from nerve-
agent poisoning that he blamed
on the Kremlin.
The cause of his Feb. 16 death
has been described by officials
only as due to natural causes.
The EU said that its measures
would hit the IK-6 corrective
colony and IK-3 maximum
security corrective colony,
including the official in charge
Vadim Kalinin, where Navalny

had been held before his death.
“Both colonies are known for
exerting physical and psycho-
logical pressure, full isolation,
torture and violence on prison-
ers. In both places Mr Navalny
suffered abuses, including
through repeated solitary con-
finement in a punishment cell
and cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment, leading to
the severe deterioration of his
health,” it said.
Justice officials targeted by the
EU measures include Andrey
Suvorov, who last year sen-
tenced Navalny to 19 years in
a special regime colony, and
Kirill Nikiforov, who rejected
Navalny’s lawsuit against IK-6
to appeal his transfer to a pun-
ishment cell for 12 days. It’s
unclear whether the officials
traveled to or through EU
countries or had significant
assets in Europe. 
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Russia attacked electrical
power facilities in much of

Ukraine, including the coun-
try’s largest hydroelectric plant,
causing widespread outages
and killing at least five people,
officials said on Friday.
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said more than 60
drones and about 90 rockets
were used in the attack. The
attack came a day after Russia
launched 31 missiles in a sin-
gle attack on the capital. It was
the largest assault on Ukraine’s
energy infrastructure this year
and one of the largest since the
outbreak of the war, according
to Ukrainian authorities.
“Even last winter, attacks on
our energy system were not as
large as they were this night,”
said the head of energy utility
Ukrenergo, Volodymyr
Kudrytskyi.
Last winter, Russia deliberate-
ly targeted Ukraine’s energy
infrastructure, resulting in fre-
quent blackouts across the
country. Many had warned
that Russia might repeat this
strategy ahead of this winter.
But instead, Russia has
launched massive missile and
drone attacks primarily direct-
ed at Ukraine’s defense indus-
try. Every large-scale air attack
depletes Ukraine’s capabilities
to repel Russian missiles.
Zelenskyy has been urging
Ukraine’s Western allies for
weeks to provide additional air
defense systems and ammuni-
tion amid delays in aid from
the US.
“With Russian missiles, there
are no delays, like with aid
packages to our state. Shaheds
don’t have indecisiveness, as do
some politicians. It is important
to understand the cost of delays
and postponed decisions,”
Zelenskyy said, referring to
Iranian-made Shahed drones,
which are widely used by
Russia in the war. The attacks
caused a fire at the Dnipro
Hydroelectric Station, which
supplies electricity to the
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power
Plant, Europe’s largest nuclear
power installation.
The main external power line

to the plant was cut off,
International Atomic Energy
Agency head Rafael Grossi
said early Friday, but Ukraine’s
nuclear energy operator said it
was restored several hours later.
The plant is occupied by
Russian troops, and fighting

around the plant has been a
constant concern because of
the potential for a nuclear acci-
dent. The dam at the hydro-
electric station was not in dan-
ger of breaching, the country’s
hydroelectric authority said.
A dam breach could not only

disrupt supplies to the nuclear
plant but would potentially
cause severe flooding similar to
what occurred last year when
a major dam at Kakhovka fur-
ther down the Dnieper col-
lapsed. Three people were
killed and at least eight injured
in the Russian attack, said
Zaporizhzhia regional Gov.
Ivan Fedorov.
Attacks on energy facilities in
the Kharkiv region caused
blackouts in the country’s sec-
ond-largest city and disrupted
critical air-raid siren systems.
Regional Governor Oleh
Syniehubov said police would
inform residents of possible air
raids through loudspeakers
and walkie-talkies and that
alerts would be sent to cellular
phones.
Other attacks were reported in
areas of western Ukraine far
from the front lines. Two peo-
ple died in the Khmelnytskyi
region, according to the
Internal Affairs Ministry.
The power outages left 1,060
miners trapped in the
Dnipropetrovsk region and an
evacuation was underway,
according to private energy
company DTEK. “The world
sees the targets of Russian ter-
rorists as clearly as possible:
power plants and energy sup-
ply lines, a hydroelectric dam,
ordinary residential buildings,
even a trolleybus. Russia is
fighting against the ordinary
life of people,” Zelenskyy said
Friday on the Telegram mes-
saging app.
Russian officials said Friday
that one person died and at
least three were injured in
Ukrainian shelling of areas
near the border.
The governor of the Belgorod
region, Vyacheslav Gladkov,
said a woman was killed when
a shell hit nearby while she was
walking her dogs and that two
others were injured. The town
of Tetkino in the Kursk region
was shelled, injuring one per-
son, said Gov. Roman Starovoit.
Both regions have been subject
to shelling and drone attacks in
recent weeks and officials have
said that attempts by Ukrainian
fighters to cross into Russian
territory have been repelled.
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Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe on Friday

released 234 acres of land,
previously held by the Jaffna
Security Forces Headquarters,
to farmers in the area, accord-
ing to an official statement.
Jaffna is a Tamil-dominated
capital city of the Northern
Province of Sri Lanka.
“President Ranil
Wickremesinghe released 234
acres of land which were pre-
viously held by the Jaffna
Security Forces Headquarters,
to farmers for cultivation pur-
poses in 5 Grama Niladhari
Divisions in Jaffna,” the state-
ment issued by the President’s
Media Division (PMD) said in
a post on X.
These plots of land were
released to farmers across five
Grama Niladhari Divisions in
Jaffna for cultivation purpos-
es. Wickremesinghe symboli-
cally presented the deeds ben-
efiting 408 individuals at a cer-
emony held in Jaffna’s
Oddakapulam under the
Urumaya national programme,
aimed at distributing two mil-
lion freehold deeds to the
deserving public. Officials said
some 68 acres had also been
released on March 10.
These lands had been cultivat-
ed by the military since pub-
lic access to them had been
shut due to the military oper-
ations against the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
till 2009. During and after the
conflict with LTTE, some 3,500
acres of privately owned lands
were taken over by the military
to create the high-security
zone around the Palaly military
base of Jaffna which is also the
site for the current Jaffna
International Airport.
Since 2015 some of these lands
have been released to their pri-
vate owners in response to
pleas after the military defeat-
ed the LTTE in 2009.
Jaffna holds great significance
as it was the region where the
LTTE had run a military cam-
paign for a separate Tamil
homeland for nearly 30 years
before its collapse in 2009
after the Sri Lankan Army
killed its supreme leader V
Prabhakaran.
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Adramatic story of survival
and rescue off the western

coast of Indonesia’s Aceh
province has put the spotlight
again on the plight of ethnic
Rohingya Muslim refugees
from Myanmar who make
extremely dangerous voyages
across the Indian Ocean to seek
better lives.
Desperate survivors were
pulled to safety from their
capsized boat by local fisher-
men on Thursday, after a yet-
unknown number perished.
For Rohingya refugees living in
squalid refugee camps in
Bangladesh, escaping across
the seas might seem like a good
option —- but it’s often a
deadly one. The U.N. esti-
mates that as many as one in
eight people die or disappear in
the attempt.
The UN refugee agency said in

January that of 4,500
Rohingyas embarking on sea
journeys last year in Southeast
Asian waters, 569 were report-
ed dead or missing.
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Members of the Muslim
Rohingya ethnic minority have
long been considered by
Myanmar’s Buddhist majority
to be illegal settlers from
Bangladesh, even though many
of their families lived in
Myanmar for generations.
Aside from social discrimina-
tion, nearly all have been
denied citizenship since 1982,
effectively rendering them
stateless, and have been denied
freedom of movement and
other basic rights.
In August 2017, Myanmar’s
military launched what it called
a clearance campaign in north-
ern Rakhine State in response

to attacks by a shadowy
Rohingya insurgent group. The
counterinsurgency action
forced about 740,000 Rohingya
to f lee to neighboring
Bangladesh and led to accusa-
tions that security forces com-
mitted mass rapes, killings and
burned thousands of homes.
International courts are now
considering whether the cam-
paign amounted to genocide.
There are now about 1 million
Rohingya residing in refugee
camps in Bangladesh, includ-
ing those who fled previous
waves of repression.
Most live in large open camps
in Cox’s Bazar district, close to
the border with Myanmar.
There is inadequate water, san-
itation, and health care in the
overcrowded camps, which are
susceptible to fire, flood and
outbreaks of disease. There
are few opportunities for
meaningful work and violent

criminal gangs operate unhin-
dered. A second major camp
set up on the remote island of
Bhasan Char in the Bay of
Bengal houses about 30,000
refugees. It was supposed to
help ease the overcrowding at
Cox’s Bazar, but critics say its
housing resembles prison
blocks, heightening an already
dispiriting dead-end atmos-
phere, and it is vulnerable to
flooding.
An estimated 600,000
Rohingya still live in Myanmar,
most in camps for internally
displaced people or tightly
restricted ghettos.
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Social and economic pressures
convince some Rohingya liv-
ing in camps in Myanmar as
well as Bangladesh to embark
on the dangerous sea voyage
to Malaysia or Indonesia,
which have Muslim majority

populations. The suffer from
a lack of economic opportuni-
ty, as well as unhealthy phys-
ical and psychological condi-
tions in the camps. Because
the majority of Rohingya
refugees are stateless, they
have no legal hope of resettle-
ment.
The modest job opportunities
they believe await them else-
where are a strong attraction,
and in some cases they can get
help from relatives who have
already started new lives
abroad. But they are often
exploited by human traffick-
ers who charge extortionate
amounts — anywhere from a
few hundred to a few thou-
sand dollars — to make the
crossing on ramshackle boats
with little concern for safety.
In some cases, the traffickers
deliver the refugees to confed-
erates who trap them into jobs
of virtual slavery.

Islamabad (AP): The Islamic
State group claimed responsibil-
ity for a deadly bombing that
targeted Taliban trying to collect
their salaries at a bank in south-
ern Afghanistan. The bombing
on Thursday at a branch of New
Kabul Bank in Kandahar city
killed three people and wound-
ed 12 others.

All of the victims were peo-
ple who had gathered there to
collect their monthly salaries,

said Inamullah Samangani, head
of the government’s Kandahar
Information and Culture
Department. The Islamic State
group’s affiliate, a major Taliban
rival, has conducted attacks on
schools, hospitals, mosques and
Shiite areas throughout
Afghanistan. The militant group
said that the suicide bomber det-
onated his explosive belt among
the Taliban gathered near the
bank to receive their salaries.
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Brussels (AP): The European
Commission wants to pre-
vent Russia from using farm
products as a tool to wreak
havoc on the EU market and
is moving to impose tariffs on
grain imports from Russia
and Belarus. The tariffs are
also aimed at denying Russia
revenue, because they will
effectively suppress exports to
the EU, the commission said.
Imports of cereals, oilseeds
and derived products from
Russia and its Belarus ally are
just about 1 per cent of the
overall size of the EU market,
with domestic suppliers pro-
viding the bulk.
But with angry famers
already worried by the
increase of cheap Ukrainian
imports, the EU fears Russia
will be encouraged to take
advantage of the tense situa-
tion to further destabilize
the 27-nation bloc.
“This shortfall in supply will
be filled partially by EU’s
domestic production and,
therefore, benefit EU farmers
who will be able to sell in the
EU,” the commission said. “In
addition, the shortfall is
expected to be partially filled
by imports from third coun-
tries which traditionally sup-
ply the EU market such as the
US, Brazil, Ukraine, Serbia, or
Argentina.”
EU imports of cereals,
oilseeds and derived products
from Russia including wheat,
maize, and sunflower meal
were 4.2 million metric tons
in 2023, worth 1.3 billion
euros. In comparison, EU
suppliers provide 300 million
metric tons per year.

The tariffs are designed to be
high enough to discourage
Russian imports. Under the
European Commission’s plan,
which can be adopted quick-
ly since it only requires
around two thirds of member
countries to agree, the duties
will either reach 95 euros per
metric ton, or increase prices
by at least 50%.
In addition, Russia and
Belarus will also no longer
have access to any of the EU’s
WTO quotas on grain that
offer better tariff treatment
for some products. “We pro-
pose the imposition of tariffs
on these Russian imports to
mitigate the growing risk to
our markets and our farmers,”
European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen said.
“They will reduce Russia’s
capacity to exploit the EU for
the benefit of its war
machine. And we maintain
our commitment to preserv-
ing global food security, espe-
cially for developing coun-
tries.”
In support to Ukraine in the
war against Russia, the EU
has imposed several rounds
of sanctions on Moscow. The
measures have targeted the
energy sector, banks, the
world’s biggest diamond min-
ing company and other busi-
nesses and made Russian
officials subject to asset
freezes and travel bans. World
food prices hit record level as
a result of the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine combined
with other factors but have
since fallen from record highs
in 2022.
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Pakistan’s Supreme Court on
Friday declared the sacking

of a former high court judge as
illegal, years after he was
removed over a speech against
the Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI), the powerful intelligence
agency of the country.
Former Islamabad High Court
senior puisne judge Shaukat
Aziz Siddiqui was sacked on
October 11, 2018, by the
Supreme Judicial Council, the
highest body authorised to take
action against judges of high
and supreme courts, based on
a speech he had delivered weeks
ago at the Rawalpindi Bar
Association.
Siddiqui in his address had
accused the ISI of influencing
the court proceedings and
forming benches of choice.
The sacked judge had chal-
lenged his removal in the apex
court, which after lapses of
several years started the hear-
ing. 
A five-member panel led by

Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa and
including Justice Aminuddin
Khan, Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail, Justice Hasan
Azhar Rizvi, and Justice Irfan
Saadat conducted the hearing,
which was broadcast live.
The bench concluded the pro-
ceedings of the hearing on
January 23 and reserved judg-
ment, which was announced on
Friday. The bench ruled that
Siddiqui’s removal was illegal
and he would be considered a
retired judge of the Islamabad
High Court and entitled to all
the benefits of a former judge.
A day before the hearing con-
cluded, former ISI director
general retired Lt Gen Faiz
Hameed had submitted his
response to Justice Siddiqui’s
petition. He rejected the allega-
tions of his involvement in the
constitution of IHC benches to
prolong the detention of former
premier Nawaz Sharif and his
daughter Maryam Nawaz. The
ex-spymaster claimed Justice
Siddiqui had dragged him into
the case for no reason.

At the previous hearing, notices
had been issued to Gen
Hameed, retired Brigadier Irfan
Ramay, former IHC Chief
Justice Anwar Khan Kasi and
former Supreme Court registrar
Arbab Muhammad Arif.
Siddiqui had named seven indi-
viduals in his amended plea,
however, the court remarked
that three others — former
Chief of Army Staff Gen Qamar
Javed Bajwa, and two retired
brigadiers, Faisal Marwat and
Tahir Wafai, had no direct con-
nection with the case. During
the last hearing, Chief Justice Isa
said the court could not punish
anyone without conducting an
inquiry. “The Supreme Court
has to draw a line on the differ-
ence between the Supreme
Court and the Supreme Judicial
Council,” he observed.
“If removing a judge is so easy,
then this is a threat to the inde-
pendence of the judiciary,” the
top judge had further noted,
adding that the current matter
was public and people had a
right to know the truth.
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APakistani court in Punjab
province has sentenced a

40-year-old woman to life in
prison after finding her guilty
of burning pages of Islam’s
holy book, a court official said
on Friday.
Asia Bibi, a Muslim resident
of the thickly populated
Bedian Road area of Lahore,
was arrested by police in 2021
on a complaint by a man of
her locality who accused her
of burning a copy of the
Quran outside her house. 
“The Lahore sessions court on
Thursday handed down life
imprisonment to Asia Bibi on
the charges of desecration of
the Holy Quran,” a court offi-
cial told PTI. She was subse-
quently booked under the
stringent blasphemy laws of
the country. Her counsel,
advocate Sarmad Ali, pointed
out fundamental flaws in the
case against Asia saying she
did not commit any blasphe-
my and she was implicated
wrongfully by her neighbour
to settle a personal score. 
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Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty closed
higher for the third

straight session on Friday, fol-
lowing gains in index majors
L&T, ITC and Maruti and a
record rally in the US markets
after the Federal Reserve indicat-
ed three rate cuts this year.
However, a massive sell-off in IT
and tech stocks kept indices
under pressure and restricted the
rise after Accenture lowered its
revenue forecast for the sector
for fiscal 2023-24, traders said.
After falling in early trade, mar-
kets staged a smart recovery. The
30-share BSE Sensex climbed
190.75 points or 0.26 per cent to
settle at 72,831.94. However, a
sharp correction in IT and tech
stocks limited the rise. During
the day, it jumped 474.43 points
or 0.65 per cent to 73,115.62.
The NSE Nifty advanced 84.80
points or 0.39 per cent to
22,096.75.
On a weekly basis, the BSE
benchmark climbed 188.51
points or 0.25 per cent, and the
Nifty went up by 73.4 points or
0.33 per cent.
“The domestic market swiftly

rebounded from an initial
downturn and maintained a
positive trajectory throughout
the day, buoyed by favourable
global cues driven by dovish
comments from the BoE and
buying activity at lower levels in
the wake of a recent sell-off.
“Additionally, the retreat of crude
oil prices from recent highs
contributed to the positive sen-
timent. While most sectors
experienced gains, the IT
remained in the red due to
subdued guidance from
Accenture, a major global IT
player,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services.
From the Sensex basket, Sun
Pharma, Maruti, IndusInd Bank,

Titan, ITC, Tata Motors, Larsen
& Toubro and JSW Steel were
the major gainers.
On the other hand, Infosys,
Wipro, HCL Technologies, Tata
Consultancy Services, Tech
Mahindra and Bajaj Finserv
were among the laggards.
In the broader market, the BSE
smallcap gauge jumped 1.06
per cent, and the midcap index
climbed 0.38 per cent.
Among the indices, telecommu-
nication jumped 2.28 per cent,
consumer discretionary rallied
1.20 per cent, commodities (1.11
per cent), healthcare (1.17 per
cent) and industrials (1.17 per
cent).
IT declined by 2 per cent, and
teck fell by 1.47 per cent.

Accenture on Tuesday lowered
its revenue forecast for fiscal year
2024 due to global uncertainty
and weak client spending on
consulting services. It now sees
full-year revenue growth to be
between 1-3 per cent, down
from the earlier projection of 2-
5 per cent.
“Asian stocks were mixed on
Friday and European stocks
reacted from record highs but
were still on path for a ninth
straight week of gains, the
longest winning streak since
2012, as investors turned more
confident in the economy and
looked forward to upcoming
interest-rate cuts. A series of cen-
tral bank meetings during the
week indicated that a turn

towards looser policy is on
track,” said Deepak Jasani, Head
of Retail Research, HDFC
Securities.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Shanghai and Hong Kong settled
lower, while Tokyo ended in the
positive territory.
European markets were trading
on a mixed note. Wall Street
tapped fresh record peaks on
Thursday.
Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities worth
Rs 1,826.97 crore on Thursday,
according to exchange data.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude dipped 0.22 per cent to
USD 85.59 a barrel.
“Markets traded volatile but
managed to end higher, tracking
favourable global cues.
Participants are taking comfort
from the favourable global cues,”
Ajit Mishra, SVP - Technical
Research, Religare Broking Ltd,
said.
Equity markets will remain
closed on Monday for Holi.
The BSE benchmark jumped
539.50 points or 0.75 per cent to
close at 72,641.19 on Thursday.
The NSE Nifty climbed 172.85
points or 0.79 per cent to
22,011.95.
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India is looking at Africa for
minerals, including cobalt,

and other critical minerals,
Mines Secretary V L Kantha
Rao said on Friday. 
The country is still engaging
with Australia for lithium
blocks, he said.
Talking to reporters on the
sidelines of a function here, the
secretary said, “In Africa, we
are looking at Zambia,
Namibia, Congo, Ghana and
Mozambique for critical
minerals.”
Critical minerals, including
lithium and cobalt, are crucial
for technology, manufacturing
and other industries.
Rao further said the rules for
auction of offshore minerals
blocks are being readied and
that 10 offshore blocks would
be put on sale.
The auction of offshore blocks,
he said, will take place after the
elections. 
Rao said the result of the first
round of auction of critical
minerals will be out in 10 days. 
He further said the lithium
block in Jammu and Kashmir

that was put on sale in the first
round will now be auctioned in
the third tranche as it received
only two bids. 
The government had this
month launched the third
tranche of auction of critical
and strategic minerals.
A total of seven critical mineral
blocks have been put up for
sale in the third round.
“These seven mineral blocks
are auctioned under second
attempt of auction as per sub-
rule 10 and sub-rule 11(b) of
rule 9 of Mineral (Auction)
Rules 2015,” the mines
ministry had said in a
statement. 
The Centre has launched
auction of 38 critical and
strategic minerals to date.
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India’s forex reserves
increased by USD 6.396

billion to USD 642.492 billion
for the week ended March 15,
the Reserve Bank said on
Friday.
In the previous reporting week,
the overall reserves had risen
by USD 10.47 billion to USD
636.095 billion.
In October 2021, the country’s
forex kitty had reached an all-
time high of USD 645 billion.
The reserves took a hit as the
central bank deployed the kitty
to defend the rupee amid
pressures caused majorly by
global developments since last
year.
For the week ended March 15,
the foreign currency assets, a
major component of the
reserves, increased by USD
6.034 billion to USD 568.386
billion, the data showed.
Expressed in dollar terms, the
foreign currency assets include
the effect of appreciation or
depreciation of non-US units
like the euro, pound and yen
held in the foreign exchange
reserves.
Gold reserves increased by
USD 425 million to USD 51.14
billion during the week, the
RBI said.
The Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) were up by USD 65
million to USD 18.276 billion,
the apex bank said.
India’s reserve position with
the IMF was down by USD 129
million to USD 4.689 billion in
the reporting week, the apex
bank data showed.
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The Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) central board on

Friday reviewed the domestic
economic situation and out-
look, including the challenges
posed by the global financial
market volatility. 
The board also approved the
bank’s budget for the accounting
year 2024-25, the central bank
said in a statement.
The 607th meeting of the
Central Board of Directors of the
RBI took place in Nagpur under
the chairmanship of Governor
Shaktikanta Das.
“The Board reviewed the glob-
al and domestic economic situ-
ation and outlook, including the
challenges posed by geopolitical
developments and global finan-
cial market volatility,” the RBI

said.
Further, the board also dis-
cussed the RBI’s activities,
including the progress made in
digital payments, consumer edu-
cation and awareness during the
current accounting year 2023-
24.
Directors of the central board
Satish K Marathe, Revathy Iyer,
Sachin Chaturvedi, Venu
Srinivasan, and Ravindra H
Dholakia attended the meeting. 
Deputy governors Michael
Debabrata Patra, M Rajeshwar
Rao, T Rabi Sankar, and
Swaminathan J were also present
in the meeting.
Ajay Seth, Secretary,
Department of Economic
Affairs, and Vivek Joshi,
Secretary, Department of
Financial Services, also took
part in the meeting, the RBI said.
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The Mines Ministry has rejected a
proposal by Vedanta group’s firm

Hindustan Zinc Ltd to split the
company into different entities, a top
official on Friday said. 
The government is the largest minority
shareholder in Hindustan Zinc, owning
a 29.54 per cent stake in the company.
“We have not agreed to the proposal,”
Mines Secretary V L Kantha Rao told
reporters on the sidelines of a function
here. 
Hindustan Zinc had earlier announced
its plans of spinning off business into
separate entities, including zinc and

silver, to increase its market
capitalisation. 
When asked about the reason for the
rejection of the proposal, the Secretary
said “Whatever report we have in front
of us we are not convinced as a
shareholder.”
Hindustan Zinc had earlier said that it
has engaged a leading advisory firm to
study its plans to spin off the business. 
Earlier, Hindustan Zinc had said the
company’s board has decided to
undertake a “comprehensive review of
its corporate structure for unlocking
potential value”. 
According to a regulatory filing, the
move is aimed at creating separate legal

entities for zinc, lead, silver, and
recycling businesses. 
The strategic objectives outlined by the
company’s board for undertaking such
an exercise included unlocking value
for all stakeholders and creating
businesses that are positioned to better
capitalise their distinct market
positions and deliver long-term
growth. 
Besides, the move aims at forming
appropriate capital structure and
capital allocation policies based on
business-specific dynamics and
sharpen focus on core competencies
and appropriate realignment of the
company’s resources.
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Edible oil industry body SEA
on Friday expressed

concern over wholesale prices
of mustard seeds falling below
the minimum support price of
Rs 5,650 per quintal and urged
the government for immediate
intervention.
“We urge the authorities to
direct (cooperative) NAFED to
establish procurement centers
in major mandi areas to
facilitate the purchase of
mustard seeds at MSP, thereby
supporting market stability
and farmer welfare,” Solvent

Extractors’ Association of
India (SEA) President Ajay
Jhunjhunwala said in a
statement.
MSP remains a crucial
concern, particularly in the
ongoing harvesting season for
mustard. The current market
prices of mustard seeds are
below the MSP of Rs 5,650,
necessitating immediate
government intervention, he
said.
Jhunjhunwala further said
despite reaching a peak of 100
lakh hectares in acreage during
the current season, mustard
cultivation faces stagnation

due to declining prices.
The disparity between past
remunerative prices and the
current market rates has
discouraged farmers from
expanding mustard

cultivation. Addressing this
issue is critical to sustaining
agricultural growth and
ensuring farmer prosperity, he
added.
That apart, SEA mentioned

that the Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) for edible oils,
established in 2011-12, does
not accurately reflect the
evolving consumption patterns
in recent years.
“The disproportionate
weightage assigned to certain
oils fails to align with their
actual consumption trends. We
have petitioned Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food, and
Public Distribution to
reconsider the weightage
allocation in light of changing
consumption dynamics within
the edible oil segment,” the
SEA president said.

According to SEA, import
dependency for edible oils
continues to rise annually, with
last year witnessing imports of
165 lakh tonne valued at Rs 1.4
lakh crore.
While imports are necessary to
bridge the demand-supply gap,
excessive imports have led to
surplus inventory, posing
challenges to both the
government and the industry,
the association said.
It is imperative to strike a
balance between domestic
production and imports to
ensure food security and
economic stability, it added.
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IT services and consultation company Tech
Mahindra on Friday said it has collaborated

with American technology firm IBM to set up a
‘Synergy Lounge’ in its Singapore campus, to
assist enterprises in operationalising and
deriving value from next-gen technologies.
Built on the Hex-I concept, the Lounge will
feature different experience zones focusing on
various technologies that will help enterprises
solve complex business problems, improve
customer experiences, reduce operational costs,
and enhance workforce efficiency, a company
statement said.

“In our continuous endeavour to help customers
embrace a digital-first future, the Synergy
Lounge will function as a co-innovation and co-
development center specifically focusing on AI,
GenAI and next-gen technologies,” said Kunal
Purohit, Chief Digital Services Officer, Tech
Mahindra.
The statement said the Lounge will be open to
enterprises worldwide to explore joint solutions,
test prototypes and proof of value (PoV) to drive
innovation in various industries, and will assist
enterprises in operationalising and deriving
value from next-gen technologies, including AI,
Intelligent Automation, Hybrid Cloud, 5G, Edge
Computing, Cybersecurity, among others.
The best practices will be shared with Tech
Mahindra’s existing Synergy Lounge in
Bengaluru and other Centers of Excellence to
co-innovate and co-develop unique enterprise
offerings and solutions.
In addition, a dedicated team will work out of
the Synergy Lounge to maximize synergies
between Tech Mahindra and IBM and develop
unique solutions based on both organizations’
strengths to drive technological innovation in
APAC (Asia-Pacific), it added.
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RBI offices dealing with gov-
ernment business and all

designated branches of agency
banks will keep their counters
open as per normal working
hours on Saturday and Sunday
for the convenience of taxpay-
ers.
Electronic transactions can be
done till the stipulated time on
both days (March 30 and March
31), the Reserve Bank said in a
statement on special measures
for the current financial year
(2023-24), in wake of annual
closing of government accounts.
“Transactions through National
Electronic Funds Transfer
(NEFT) and Real Time Gross
Settlement (RTGS) System will
continue up to 2400 hours as

hitherto on March 31, 2024,” it
said with a view to provide
greater convenience to taxpay-
ers. In order to facilitate govern-
ment receipts and payments,
necessary arrangements have
also been made to conduct spe-
cial clearing operations across
the country, it added.
“Special clearing will be con-
ducted for government cheques
both on March 30 and 31, 2024.
Agency banks are hereby
advised that all cheques related
to government accounts may be
presented on such clearing,” the
RBI said.
Regarding reporting of central
and state government transac-
tions to RBI, the reporting win-
dow of March 31 will be kept
open till 1200 hours on April 1,
2024.
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Gold price tumbled Rs 875
to Rs 66,575 per 10 grams

in the national capital on
Friday amid weak trends in
global markets, according to
HDFC Securities. 
The precious metal had settled
at Rs 67,450 per 10 grams in
the previous trade. 
In addition, silver also plunged
Rs 760 to Rs 76,990 per kg
against the previous close of Rs
77,750 per kg. 
“Spot gold prices (24 carats) in
the Delhi markets are trading
at Rs 66,575 per 10 grams,
down by Rs 875 from the
previous day,” Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst at HDFC
Securities, said. 
In the overseas markets, spot

gold at Comex was trading at
USD 2,167 per ounce, down
USD 35 from the previous
day’s level.
“Gold prices are down nearly 2
per cent from their all-time hit
yesterday weighed by profit-
booking/ long liquidation, and
a sharp rebound in the dollar
index, following events like
rate cuts by the Swiss National
Bank, better than expected
PMI and housing data from
the US,” Pranav Mer, VP,
Research (Commodity &
Currency) at BlinkX and JM

Financial, said.
Silver was also trading lower at
USD 24.45 per ounce. In the
previous trade, it had closed at
USD 25.51 per ounce.
Comex spot gold has support
at USD 2,145/2,130 and
resistance at USD 2,178/2,206
per ounce.
“Gold prices experienced a
correction over the last two
days, influenced by a rise in
dollar index and profit
booking following a strong
bullish rally in March.
“Despite this correction, the
overall outlook for gold
remains positive. 
However, some volatility and
further correction may be
expected in the near term,”
Jateen Trivedi, VP Research
Analyst at LKP Securities, said.

+
������!��	��4567�	���������� �	��589

�
��� �+��

Bajaj Auto is developing a
portfolio of clean fuel CNG

motorcycles, and the first such
bike will hit the market in June,
Bajaj Auto Managing Director
Rajiv Bajaj said here on Friday. 
The bike will run on CNG and
would hit the roads in June, he
said while announcing Bajaj
Group commitment of Rs
5,000 crore towards Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
spent over the next 5 years. 
The new bike would target
mileage-conscious consumers
and is expected to launch
under a different brand. 
It is expected that CNG bikes
will be priced higher than their
petrol counterparts due to the
higher cost of manufacturing
besides having a special tank to
offer petrol and CNG fuel
options to offer convenience to
customers.
Bjaja also said that Pulsar
launched 20 years ago will hit 2
million units soon. 
Meanwhile, the Bajaj Group
committed Rs 5,000 crore to
social impact initiatives over 5
years, with a focus on skill
development, under ‘Bajaj
Beyond’ the Group’s new
identity for all its CSR and
charitable programmes.
This will benefit over 2 crore of

tomorrow’s youth and enable
them to take advantage of the
employment and
entrepreneurial opportunities
offered by India’s growing
economy.
“Social responsibility is deeply
entwined in the Bajaj Family’s
businesses and its
philanthropic endeavours
through generations. In the last
10 years alone, the Bajaj Group
has contributed close to Rs
4,000 crore towards CSR
initiatives largely focused on
skilling and education, health,
livelihood, water conservation,
and several other areas of
development,” Bajaj Auto
Chairman Niraj Bajaj said. 
The Bajaj Group’s
humanitarian efforts are
channeled through several
institutions. The Jamnalal Bajaj
Foundation, Jankidevi Bajaj
Gram Vikas Sanstha, and the
Kamalnayan Bajaj Hospital,
among others, have worked
unceasingly to uplift and
empower communities, he
said. 
The Group stays firmly
committed to co-creating a
thriving and inclusive future
for all Indians, he added. 
Bajaj Group companies
include Bajaj Auto, Bajaj
Finserv, Bajaj Electricals, and
Mukand Ltd.
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Generative Artificial
Intelligence (GenAI) has

the potential to completely trans-
form India’s healthcare system by
improving the efficiency with
which doctors treat patients, said
a report. PwC India’s report —
Understanding the impact of
GenAI on the Indian healthcare
ecosystem — notes that one of
the forerunners in the country
to use GenAI was healthcare,
and this innovation has had a big
impact on the industry.
Most Indian industries, such as
finance, e-commerce and man-
ufacturing, have been gradual-
ly adopting AI technologies,
including GenAI, to enhance
operational efficiency and auto-
mate processes.
“On the other hand, in health-
care particularly, GenAI can
augment advanced analytics
and provide intelligent human-
like insights to facilitate clinical
recommendations and targeted
interventions to improve patient
outcomes and affordability,” the
report said.
Between 2021 and 2023, the
number of GenAI startups in
India has more than doubled,
while the overall market size is
expected to show an annual
growth rate (CAGR 2023-2030)
of 27.66 per cent, resulting in a
market volume of USD 4.20 bil-
lion by 2030, it said.
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In the era of millets and a focus on
organic foods, one area that has seen
little change is non-vegetarian

consumption. Unfortunately, the quality
of meats consumed has declined in terms
of nutritional content.
Where our forefathers consumed free-
range chicken and fish, today we
consume artificially bred, space-
constrained birds and animals. They are
fed chemicals for faster growth, their
feed is no longer natural, and in some
cases, even the color of the meat is
artificially enhanced.
During a recent visit to the beautiful
Rajghat dam on the border of Madhya

Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh,
interacting with officials from

Dam Good Fish was
enlightening. This company
sells fresh and naturally
grown fish from the dam
across India to patrons who
value quality. Surprisingly,
even the price differential
isn't significant, at least not
currently.
Dr. CS Umrao, a PhD doctor
who has worked closely with
government departments for a
long time, took us to the

middle of this huge 472-square-
kilometer dam and showed us

various boats used for fishing.
These fishermen operate manually
powered fishing boats and return

after a couple of days. However, their
catch is collected daily by a motored
trailer and immediately sent to the
market after proper temperature-

controlled processing. Dr. Umrao states
that these fish are more nutritious than
artificially bred fish or those raised in
ponds due to the following reasons:
● TISSUE TOUGHNESS: Fish in dams
travel hundreds of kilometers daily. This
free movement helps build their tissues,
resulting in a better taste and
scientifically proven higher nutritional
value.
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Could you share your
experience touring Asia,
particularly your recent
performance in

Mumbai?  
Dave and I, we both love people.
We are big extroverts. To see so
many people are coming here to
watch was great. But I have got to
say, the traffic is a little unnerving.
Cars were driving super close to
each other, yet somehow no
accidents happened. It was pretty
nerve-wracking but also kind of
impressive.

Have you had the chance to
explore any Indian delicacies,
such as the famous Mumbai
street food, Vada Pav?
I did try some Indian cuisine
cautiously. I sampled a delicious
Masala Dosa, a crepe filled with
mashed potatoes, which was
fantastic for morning breakfast.
However, I am quite conservative
with my food choices, so I did not
try much else beyond that. 

Allen Ling, your recent single,
Closer, has garnered significant
attention worldwide. Can you
share some insights into the
inspiration behind the song and
its creation process?
I actually wrote Closer 12 years
ago, and Dave got to hear it only
four or five years ago. Last year,
we decided to give it a whole new
spin. Dave added layers with his
guitar skills, and I re-recorded
the vocals, giving it a fresh feel.
Dave is not just the guitarist but
also the producer behind every
song you hear from us, which
adds a unique touch to our
music. 

Dave Lopez, as a member of the
internationally acclaimed band
Flipsyde, what drew you to
collaborate with Allen Ling on
his latest single Closer? How was
your experience working
together on this project? 
He is a great guy and it was fun
and an easy collaboration because
we do not step on each other's
ideas. I come up with melodies
and also what he is doing because
he does play the guitar and I do
not have to worry about anything.

So it is a very easy and natural
collaboration.

Allen, your journey from being a
physical therapist to a chart-
topping artist is truly inspiring.
How do you believe your
background has influenced your
approach to music?
Being raised by Asian parents,
there's a certain formula for life

expectations where you are
supposed to pursue a career for the
family, which does not leave much
room for your own self-expression.
Now, I feel much more mature and
pleased that my parents got what
they wanted from me, which is
kids, and they see me flourishing as
a business person. However, I also
have to please myself. Having Dave
in my life has helped me channel a

lot of energy into creating. He
pushed me to a point where I can
share more because I used to hide
in the studio, tweaking my music
and keeping it to myself. Dave
encouraged me to perform and sing
all my songs. I doubted myself,
thinking I am not that good, but
Dave asked me to rehearse until I
got better. You really need someone
like Dave in your life because if you

do not have someone pushing you
every day to become better at
something, you will never improve;
you will stay the same. 

Dave, Flipsyde has a diverse
musical style that blends
elements of hip-hop, rock, and
pop. How do you see Allen's
music fitting within this musical
landscape, and what unique

contributions do you think he
brings to the industry? 
For me, good music is the priority.
I always try to do what I like
naturally; it is not forced. I receive
offers all the time, but if I am not
feeling it, it is hard to do things just
for money or fame. If it doesn't
make me feel good, then it's not
going to be good, and that's my
philosophy. I have never been a
rich guy, and I am used to being
normal. People say, "If you do this,
you'll become famous and make
more money," but I think it will
make you miserable. So, I don't
worry about that. I believe music is
timeless. I respect music so much
that I believe you have to do
something you feel good about
and love because even when you
are no longer on this earth, your
music will still be here, so you will
still be here. I still listen to Jimi
Hendrix and John Legend. They're
not here, but their music is still
with us. You can make lots of
money with bad music that no one
cares about, so you have to take it
seriously because that's the only
way you leave a mark. Once you
release a song, it remains forever. 

Allen, with the release Closer, you
have also launched not one, but
two video versions, adding to the
cinematic experience. Can you tell
us more about the creative process
behind these videos and the vision
you had for each? 
We actually released a total of four
music videos. I chose not to enter
them into any festivals, including
the music video contest, but
surprisingly, the first two videos
won hundreds of awards, including
dozens in India, which was a shock
to me, but also made me very
happy. There are several reasons
why I chose to focus on India. I
believe my art is appreciated here. I
have an animation company in
Bengaluru that creates my comic
book cartoons, and Dave
encouraged me. He said that
people appreciate me more in India
than in the US, so I should start my
career here. Since Dave has
experience here, I decided to
follow his advice. It's important to
seek advice from those who have
relevant experience.

PAWAN SONI
dives into the world of
sustainable fishing,
crucial to nutrition and
maintaining the local
ecological balance

● ORGANIC FEED: These
fish are often found in their
natural habitat, allowing them
to feed on a diverse diet rich in
natural nutrients. Whereas
artificial feeding also helps for
faster growth in the ponds.
Consequently, fish coming
from dams tend to be higher
in essential nutrients such as
omega-3 fatty acids, crucial
for brain and heart health.
Additionally, dam-fresh fish
are often lower in harmful
pollutants and contaminants
commonly found in
commercially bred fish,
making them a safer and
healthier choice.
● NO ANTIBIOTICS: Since
Fish raised in ponds are living

in stagnant water which
doesn't clean by itself, they are
often given antibiotics to
prevent diseases. In contrast,
fish from dams lead a more
natural life and develop
natural immunity.
From an environmental
perspective, opting for dam-
fresh fish can have a positive
impact. Unlike commercially
bred fish, which are often
raised in crowded and
unnatural conditions, fish
from dams are part of a
natural ecosystem. Their
consumption supports
sustainable fishing practices
and helps maintain the
ecological balance of dams
and their surrounding areas.

Furthermore, consuming fish
from dams can have economic
benefits. Many local
communities rely on fishing as
a source of livelihood, and
supporting local fisheries can
help stimulate local
economies. By promoting the
consumption of dam-fresh
fish, consumers can contribute
to the growth of sustainable
fishing practices and the
development of local fishing
communities.
When asked why fish from
ponds are still being bred despite
the established advantages of
eating fish from dams, Shailesh
Patel, founder of Dam Good
Fish, explained, "There are a few
reasons. First, there is a slight
cost advantage, and second,
there is year-round availability of
a few varieties. Furthermore,
most consumers are ignorant
and simply consume what is
easily available."
There is a small guest house
near the dam with a few rooms
and a good open area. This
can also be a great picnic spot
for those looking for a calm
and relaxed holiday. Getting to
eat fish directly from the dam
and cooking it with minimal
ingredients to enhance its
natural flavors is an
experience in itself.
The advantages of eating fish
from dams are clear. Not only
do these fish offer superior
nutritional benefits, but they
also support environmental
sustainability and local
economies. As consumers
become more conscious of
their food choices, opting for
dam-fresh fish can be a step
toward a healthier, more
sustainable future.

WATERS
IN GOOD
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Mumbai’s crisis man Tanush
Kotian, who played a key
role in their record-extend-

ing 42nd Ranji Trophy triumph this
season, was on Friday drafted in by
Rajasthan Royals as a replacement
for Aussie Adam Zampa.
Kotian joined at his base price of Rs
20 lakh, the IPL announced.
Zampa, who picked up eight wick-
ets from six matches for the Royals
last season, was retained at his Rs 1.5-
crore contract but the Australian leg-
spinner pulled out citing heavy
workload in the build up to the T20I
World Cup in June.
Kotian, an off-spinner and a handy
lower-order batter, was expecting an
IPL contract in 2023 after playing a

vital role in Mumbai’s Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy triumph but was report-
ed for a suspect bowling action.
But the 25-year-old showed resilience
to fight back and become the play-
er-of-the-tournament (502 runs and
29 wickets) in Mumbai’s Ranji
Trophy triumph this season.
Kotian, who usually bats at No. 8,
scored an unbeaten 120 in second
innings and followed it up with an
89 not out in the quarterfinal and
semifinal games against Baroda and
Tamil Nadu respectively.
IPL also announced Karnataka wick-
etkeeper-batter BR Sharath as a
replacement for Robin Minz at
Gujarat Titans.
Jharkhand’s Minz was ruled out
after getting injured in a freak
motorcycle accident recently.
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Shreyas Iyer’s comeback from a
long injury layoff will be in focus

as IPL’s two biggest signings,
Australian pacers Mitchell Starc
and Pat Cummins, go head to head
in Kolkata Knight Riders’ opening
match against Sunrisers Hyderabad
here on Saturday.
The Indian batter, after missing the
entire season last year due to a back
injury, returns to lead KKR, who
have made some tactical additions
while keeping the nucleus of the
side intact.
Shreyas sparkled with the bat with a
95 in Mumbai’s Ranji Trophy
triumph recently but it remains to
be seen whether he’ll be available
for all the matches, given his fitness
concerns.
KKR’s most successful leader
Gautam Gambhir is back in his
second innings as a mentor. His
partnership with head coach
Chandrakant Pandit, a shrewd
tactician in domestic circuit, will be
the key to their revival.
“This is your franchise, make it or
break it,” team principal owner
Shah Rukh Khan has told Gambhir.
Under the former India cricketer’s
captaincy, KKR had a golden run
from 2011-2017 -- two IPL titles,
five playoffs and a runners-up
finish in the now defunct

Champions League T20
tournament.
The biggest signing of this IPL is
with KKR, and by acquiring Starc at
a record sum of Rs 24.75-crore, the
left-arm quick will be under huge
pressure to perform.
His spell in power-play and the
death overs will be the key. Starc
and Andre Russell are the only two
experienced pacers in KKR’s ranks,
and with no like-for-like
replacements for them, their
workload management will be
crucial.
KKR boast of a star-studded top-
order batting lineup in
Rahmanullah Gurbaz, Phil Salt,
Venkatesh Iyer and Shreyas to go
with the Russell-Rinku Singh
firepower at the death.
But the Gambhir-mentored side
will rely heavily on the home
conditions to offer some spin so as
to give the likes of Sunil Narine,
Varun Chakravarthy and Suyash
Sharma some assistance.
Starc will have his skipper
Cummins leading SRH in the
adjacent dug-out as the Australian
captain will also have his task cut
out.
Cummins (Rs 20.50-crore) is the
second-most expensive buy in this
IPL and all eyes will be on him to
revive the fortunes of the side that
has had two wooden-spoon

finishes in the last three seasons.
On paper, KKR with a star-studded
batting and spin-heavy attack to
complement Starc’s pace, will be
overwhelming favourites.
But SRH, under the shrewd
captaincy of Cummins, will
definitely fancy their chances.
Travis Head and Heinrich Klaasen’s
batting firepower in the power-play

and death overs will be vital.
Their bowling also looks
balanced with the experienced
Cummins and India’s veteran
death-overs specialist
Bhuvneshwar Kumar in the
lineup, while the likes of
Washington Sundar and
Wanindu Hasaranga will be
crucial in the spin department.

It remains to be seen whether
Hasaranga, the ace Sri Lankan
allrounder who has been banned by
the ICC for the Tests against
Bangladesh, will be available for
SRH’s opener.

SQUADS:
Kolkata Knight Riders: Shreyas
Iyer (c), Nitish Rana (vc), Manish
Pandey, Ramandeep Singh, Rinku
Singh, Sakib Hussain, Anukul Roy,
Venkatesh Iyer, Sherfane
Rutherford, Angkrish,
Raghuvanshi, Andre Russell, Sunil
Narine, KS Bharat, Phil Salt,
Rahmanullah Gurbaz, Vaibhav
Arora, Chetan Sakariya,
Dushmantha Chameera, Varun
Chakaravarthy, Mitchell Starc,
Mujeeb Ur Rahman, Harshit Rana
and Suyash Sharma.
Sunrisers Hyderabad: Pat
Cummins (c), Abdul Samad,
Abhishek Sharma, Aiden
Markram, Travis Head, Wanindu
Hasaranga, Marco Jansen, Rahul
Tripathi, Washington Sundar,
Glenn Phillips, Sanvir Singh,
Heinrich Klaasen, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Mayank Agarwal, T.
Natarajan, Anmolpreet Singh,
Mayank Markande, Upendra
Singh Yadav, Umran Malik,
Nitish Kumar Reddy, Fazalhaq
Farooqi, Shahbaz Ahmed, Jaydev
Unadkat, Akash Singh,
Jhathavedh Subramanyan.
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Rishabh Pant is experiencing an
entire gamut of emotions from

nervousness to excitement as he gears
up for his first competitive game in
nearly 15 months when he leads Delhi
Capitals in their IPL opener against
Punjab Kings here on Saturday.
Coming back after a painstakingly
long rehab following a horrific car
crash in December, 2022, Pant feels
grateful to be back on the 22-yard
strip.
“Jittery, nervous, excited...All of it, but
at the same time, just happy, being
able to come back to professional
cricket. I’m just looking forward to
playing my first game tomorrow,” Pant
said ahead of his team’s first match of
the season.
The ace keeper-batter knows that it
will take time to get back to his old self
and he wants to take one day at a time
with extended batting sessions at the
DC nets.
“Every time I take the field, it’s a
different feeling altogether. I just
wanted to bat as much as I could and
get better every day. I don’t think
much ahead, I take one day at a time,
and give my 100%,” he added while
talking about Delhi Capitals’ pre-
season camp in Visakhapatnam. 
Just like his batting, Pant wants to
keep his team’s approach as simple as
possible.
“Most of the conversations are pretty

simple. We just want to go out there,
have fun, not complicate things and
give our 100% in all the games,” he
said. 
Head coach Ricky Ponting couldn’t be
happier that his skipper is back where
he belongs.

“We are about to start an IPL, it’s really
an exciting time of the year. It
becomes more exciting when your
captain is back in your team. He is our
leader. He is the heartbeat of this
franchise and having him back is
going to make this team a lot

stronger,” Ponting said when asked
about Pant’s return.
Ponting feels that if Pant is a bit
nervous going into his first game, it is
a good sign and he didn’t rule out a
special effort on the left-hander’s
return.
“We had a week’s training in Vizag
before coming here and trust me
Rishabh is back and ready to play. He
will be a little bit nervous tomorrow,
playing his first game in a while but
nerves are always good because it
means something to you. 
“I’ve seen where his game is at, and
don’t be surprised if something special
happens tomorrow,” he said.
The DC did their pre-tournament
camp in Visakhapatnam as Feroz Shah
Kotla was being used for WPL
matches and Ponting wanted a good
start.
“Make no mistake, we have got a great
team this year. Our preparations have
been absolutely perfect. We are just
looking to topping it off today, and
make sure we put in a performance
that I know would be good enough to
win the game tomorrow,” Ponting
said. 
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Star paddler G. Sathiyan has
become the first-ever Indian

to win a men’s singles trophy at
a WTT Feeder Series event in
Beirut, Lebanon.
He defeated compatriot Manav
Thakkar 3-1 (6-11 11-7 11-7 11-
4) on the final day of WTT
Feeder Beirut 2024 on Thursday
night.
Seeded No.11, Sathiyan enjoyed
a rewarding path to the final in
the Lebanese capital, taking
down No.5 seed Harmeet Desai
(15-13 6-11 11-8 13-11) and top
seed Chuang Chih-Yuan (11-8
11-13 11-8 11-9) along the way.
But the match Sathiyan will
remember most is the final as he
overcame an early setback to see
off No.9 seed Thakkar in four

games. The result marks
Sathiyan’s first men’s singles suc-
cess at a WTT event, and his first
singles title at an international
ranking event since ITTF Czech
International Open 2021.
Meanwhile, Xia Lian Ni picked
up her second WTT Feeder title
in women’s singles, producing an
excellent display to break down
Suh Hyo Won’s defensive barri-
er 11-9 11-5 11-5.
A wildcard entrant for the event,
Ni dropped just one game on her
way to the semifinal, and was
even more clinical at the penul-
timate hurdle, needing just three
games to dispatch No.2 seed
Chen Szu-Yu (11-7 11-9 11-4).
Appearing in her first interna-
tional women’s singles final
since 2018, Suh did everything
in her power to try and lay her

hands on a first WTT singles
trophy.
But there was no denying Ni as
the 60-year-old age-defying star
collected her second title at this
level, one year on from earning
her first at WTT Feeder Havirov
2023.
In men’s doubles, the Indian pair
of Manav Thakkar and Manush
Utpalbhai Shah had to be con-
tent with the second position,
losing 11-5, 7-11 11-13 12-14)
against Andy Pereira and Jorge
Campos, who are the first pair
from Cuba to strike WTT title
success.
Among other Indians, Diya
Chitale and Manush Shah
defeated Manav and Archana
Kamath 3-1 (11-6 10-12 11-6
11-6) to win the mixed doubles
title. 
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Williams driver Logan
Sargeant will take no part

in the Australian Grand Prix
after his team gave his car to
teammate Alex Albon, whose
own vehicle was wrecked in a
crash in Friday’s practice.
In what Sargeant called “the
hardest moment I can remem-
ber in my career,” F1’s only
American driver will sit out
Saturday’s qualifying and
Sunday’s race at the Albert Park
circuit. Williams decided Albon
- who praised Sargeant as a
“team player” - was likelier to
score points.
Albon lost control and slid into
the barriers in the first practice
session before bouncing off into
the barrier on the other side of
the track. Albon was unhurt but
did not take part in the second
session while Williams checked
whether his car could be

repaired. The team eventually
decided the “extensive damage”
meant the car had to be returned
to the team’s base in England.
Williams confirmed the team
had not brought a spare third
chassis to the event.
“While Logan should not have
to suffer from a mistake that he
did not make, every race counts
when the midfield is tighter than
ever, so we have made the call
based on our best potential to
score points this weekend,” team
principal James Vowles said.
“This decision was not made
lightly, and we cannot thank
Logan enough for his graceful
acceptance, demonstrating his
dedication to the team; he is a
true team player. This will prove
a tough weekend for Williams,
and this situation is not one that

we will put ourselves in again.”
Vowles added it was “unac-
ceptable” that Williams didn’t
have a spare chassis available,
“but it is a reflection of how
behind we were in the winter
period,” when the team strug-
gled to get its new cars designed
and built in time for preseason
testing. Williams was a domi-
nant team in the 1980s and

1990s but has usually been
among F1’s slowest in recent
years and has relatively outdat-
ed infrastructure compared to its
F1 rivals, something Vowles
has tried to modernize.
It will be the first time the
Florida-born Sargeant has failed
to start a Grand Prix since he
made his debut in F1 last year.
“This is the hardest moment I

can remember in my career and
it’s absolutely not easy,” Sargeant
said. “I am, however, complete-
ly here for the team and will con-
tinue to contribute in any way
that I can this weekend to max-
imize what we can do.” 
Albon, who was born in Britain
but races under the Thai flag, has
consistently outperformed his
American teammate in qualify-
ing and races. Albon scored 27
points to Sargeant’s one last
year. Neither driver has scored
a point yet in 2024, though
Albon placed ahead of Sargeant
in the two races so far in Bahrain
and Saudi Arabia.
“I have to be totally honest and
say that no driver would want to
give up his seat,” Albon said. “I
would never want anything like
this to happen. Logan has always
been a consummate profession-
al and a team player from day
one, and this won’t be an easy
one for him to take.
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Haryana boxers put up an impressive
show on day three of the Sub-Junior

National Championship as nine boys and
six girls punched their way to the quar-
terfinals here on Friday.
Uday Singh led the way for team Haryana
as he outclassed Punjab’s Ranveer in a
37kg bout with a unanimous 5-0 decision.
Ravi Sihag (49kg), Lakshay (52kg) and
Naman (58kg) then extended Haryana’s
winning tally with victories by similar
margins. Sanchit Jayani (46kg), Arpit
(55kg) and Anmol Dahiya (64kg) also
produced a dominant show as all three

won their respective bouts with the ref-
eree stopping the contest.
Sanchit defeated Kerala’s Vishnu in
round two while Arpit and Anmol
thrashed Steel Plants Sports Control
Board’s (SPSCB) Rehan Sheikh and
Tamil Nadu’s L Gowtham Raja respec-
tively in round one. Siddhant (61kg)
fought a tough bout against Tamil Nadu’s
M D Deva Akash but managed to eke out
a 3-2 split decision win.
The last pugilist in action for Haryana on
day three, Kartik Dagar (70kg) also man-
aged to overcome Manipur’s Leimapkam
challenge with a 4-1 win. Delhi and Tamil
Nadu also had a great outing with six and

five of their boxers in the boys category
progressing to the quarterfinals.
Haryana continued its domination in the
girl’s section with Khushi (33kg) open-
ing the day with a win against Meghalaya’s

Naphisakmen in round one courtesy of
an RSC decision.
Following a similar display, Nischal
Sharma (37kg) and Manshi Malik
(67+kg) also earned identical RSC wins
in round one against Pondicherry’s
Jaseentha and Jammu and Kashmir’s
Mansimar Kour, respectively.
Bhoomi (35kg), Khushika (49kg), and
Sukhreet (64kg) were the other boxers to
progress into the next round.
Six pugilists from Delhi and five from
Tamil Nadu also made their way into the
quarterfinals in the girl’s section.
The semi-finals and finals will be played
on Sunday and Monday respectively.
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