
RAJESH KUMAR ■ NEW DELHI

Amidst the political
turmoil in the AAP-led
Delhi Government, the

party is now fighting for its
“survival” as its party
headquarters has been
allegedly sealed.
With the Lok Sabha elections
round the corner, its leaders
have sought an appointment
from the Election
Commission (EC) to ensure
equal opportunities for all
parties in the Lok Sabha
elections. 
The AAP has demanded that
the poll watchdog should take
notice of the entire incident.
In another setback to Arvind
Kejriwal, the Delhi High
Court has refused to give
urgent listing of the plea filed
by the Chief Minister and
AAP national convener
Kejriwal challenging his arrest
and custody in the case.
In the second day of arrest of
Kejriwal, the protesting
leaders of the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) raised concerns
on Saturday regarding the
alleged “sealing” of the party’s
office at Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Marg in Delhi and
claimed that Ministers are
being stopped from going to
the office a charge which the
Delhi Police denied.
The AAP also accused the
Narendra Modi Government
at the Centre of engaging in
systematic intimidation by
preventing free movement of
party leaders ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections.

Delhi PWD Minister and
senior AAP leader Atishi took
to social media platforms to
express dismay over the
apparent closure of the party’s
office, and questioned the
“sealing” of the office, saying
it goes against the concept of
having a “level playing field”
in elections as promised by
the Constitution. 
Atishi also posted a video in
which she can be seen arguing
with a Delhi Police officer
while some AAP leaders sat

on the road as a mark of
protest over being stopped by
the police.
“How can access to a national
party’s office be stopped
during the Lok Sabha
election? This (is) against the
‘level playing field’ promised
in the Indian Constitution.
We are seeking time with the
EC to complain against this,”
the Delhi Minister said in her
post.
Meanwhile, a Delhi Police
officer refuted the charge that

the AAP office was sealed.
Police personnel were
deployed at DDU Marg to
stop the gathering of people
since CrPC section 144 is
imposed there, the officer
said.
According to the police,
around 500 AAP workers as
well as leaders from Delhi and
Punjab gathered at Shaheedi
Park located at Bahadur Shah
Zafar Marg on Saturday.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Central) M Harsha

Vadhan said the office was
never sealed by police.
He said Atishi and her
associates were not stopped
from going home.
Another senior AAP leader
and Delhi Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj said all access to
the party office has been
stopped by the Union
Government.
Bharadwaj said he and Atishi
were stopped from going to
the party office.  
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India on Saturday reached
out to Russia after the

terror attack on Friday with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi condemning the
incident and said “India
stands in solidarity with the
Government and the people
of the Russian Federation in
this hour of grief ”. 
“We strongly condemn the
heinous terrorist attack in
Moscow. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the families
of the victims,” Modi said in
a post on X.  “India stands
in solidarity with the
Government and the people
of the Russian Federation in
this hour of grief,” he said.
The death toll in the
Moscow concert hall attack
has risen to 133, Russia’s top
state investigative agency
said on Saturday. The update
from the Investigative
Committee comes as
authorities are combing the
charred wreckage of the
Crocus City Hall on
Moscow’s western edge for
more victims. Officials
previously put the death toll
from Friday’s raid at 115.
The attack also left many
wounded. The Islamic State
group’s Afghanistan branch
claimed responsibility for
the attack in a statement
posted on affiliated
channels on social media. A
US intelligence official told
The Associated Press that
US agencies had confirmed
that the group was

responsible for the attack.
In an address to the nation
on Saturday, Russian
President Vladimir Putin
said authorities had
detained 11 people,
including four who took
part in the attack. He also
suggested they had been
trying to cross the border
into Ukraine which, he said,
tried to create a “window”
to help them escape.

Ukraine has strongly
denied any involvement
and accused Moscow of
using the attack to try to
stoke fervour in its war
effort. In an address to the
nation, Putin called it “a
bloody, barbaric terrorist
act” and said all four people
who were directly involved
had been taken into
custody.
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After examining more than
1,000 CCTV footage and

continuous investigation, the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) has traced two suspects
in the March 1 Rameshwaram
Café blast in Bengaluru,
resulting in injuries to at least
10 individuals.
The NIA also established a
connection between the
Bengaluru blast and activities
in Chennai. After meticulous
scrutiny of over 1,000 CCTV
footage recordings and a
persistent investigation, NIA
officials have identified two
suspects. It has been revealed
that these individuals resided
in Chennai during the months
of January and February.
Investigation also revealed
that a suspect involved in the
blast used a fake Aadhaar and
driving licence to stay at a
lodging facility in Chennai
with an associate, ahead of the
incident.
A baseball cap that the suspect
is seen wearing in CCTV
footage during the nine-
minute operation of planting
an improvised explosive
device (IED) at the cafe in the
Whitefield region of
Bengaluru has led

investigators from the NIA
and the Bengaluru police to
Chennai where the cap was
purchased in January.
One of Shazib’s accomplices
was also identified by the anti-
terror agency, as Abdul
Mateen Taha, also a native of
Thirthahalli. Taha was wanted
for the murder of Tamil Nadu
police inspector, K Wilson,
and stayed with the main
suspect in Chennai.
Sources said Taha was also a
part of the ISIS module in
Shivamogga. The same was
confirmed by members of the
module, who were earlier
arrested.
Taha was also seen in CCTV
footage where he had

conducted recce of the cafe a
day before the blast.
According to the NIA, Taha
always used to wear a cap
which he had bought while he
stayed in Triplicane. The
suspected bomber, Shazib, was
seen wearing the same cap on
the day of the blast. The anti-
terror agency found that these
caps are a limited edition
series and that only 400 pieces
of the product were sold.
In CCTV footage, the NIA
officials found Taha
purchasing the cap from a
Chennai mall. Following the
blast, the suspect had dropped
the cap at some distance from
the cafe.
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Another crisis looms large
over the Congress-led

Himachal Pradesh
Government as nine former
MLAs, including six
disqualified Congress
legislators and three
Independents, joined the BJP
on Saturday.
After the disqualification of the
six Congress MLAs following
the Rajya Sabha elections goof-
up in the State last month, the
ruling party's strength
decreased from 39 to 33 in the
now 62-member Assembly,
down from its original
strength of 68.
The BJP, on the other hand, has
25 members.
Amid the continuing political
crisis in the State, the Speaker,
who can vote only in the case
of a tie during a floor test, is
affiliated with the Congress.
The resignations of the three
Independent MLAs have
further reduced the Assembly's
strength.
The Congress Government
plunged into crisis last month
after the BJP won the Rajya
Sabha poll for the State's lone
seat with the support of these
nine MLAs.
Although Chief Minister

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu has
been putting up a brave
face and there appears
to be no immediate
threat to his
Government, the
BJP aims to bring
down his
d i s p e n s a t i o n
through bypoll wins,
anticipating that it may
attract more legislators

from the ruling party into its
fold.

The Election
Commission has
already announced
bypolls for the six
c on s t i t u e n c i e s
held by these
former Congress

MLAs, and bypolls
are expected to be

announced for the three

seats held by the Independents
as well.
The former MLAs, who joined
the BJP in the presence of
Union Minister Anurag
Thakur, former Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur, its national
general secretary Arun Singh,
and State unit president Rajeev
Bindal, said development work
has been stalled since the

Congress Government came
into power in the State headed
by Sukhu. Welcoming the
former MLAs into the party,
Thakur said their presence
would further strengthen the
BJP as he accused the Congress
Government in the State of
failing to fulfil its promises,
leading to anger among
people.
Thakur said six of the former
lawmakers, despite being
Congress MLAs, supported the
BJP in the recent Rajya Sabha
election as they chose to reflect
the "public anger" against the
Sukhu Government.
The former Congress MLAs
who joined the BJP are Sudhir
Sharma, Ravi Thakur, Rajinder
Rana, Inder Dutt Lakhanpal,
Chetanya Sharma and
Devinder Kumar Bhutto — all
disqualified on February 29 for
defying a party whip to be
present in the House and vote
in favour of the State
Government during a cut
motion and Budget.
Ashish Sharma, Hoshiyar
Singh and KL Thakur, who
were elected as Independents
and resigned on Friday, also
joined the BJP, with Singh
saying they decided to be part
of the country's development
journey under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Himachal Rumble for CongressNIA reveals Chennai link
to Bengaluru blast case

AFTER KEJRIWAL, AAP SEALED Russia Hit by Terror

SAUMYA SHUKLA ■ NEW DELHI

While the boycott of Chinese-
made crackers and Diwali

decorations like lighting remains
resolute, the vibrant hues of Holi
find themselves adorned with
water guns and gulal (dry
colours), with a notable presence
of Chinese products in the local
market. 
Every shop, retailer, and street
corner is filled with Chinese
pichkari (water guns), which are
attractive and give Indian
manufacturers a run for their
money.
The claim of making the
celebration completely ‘Made in
India’ hasn’t stood the litmus test,
with traders and consumers
professing to boycott goods
manufactured in China during

this festival of joy, yet failing to
hold true to their promise as
Chinese goods continue to
abound in the market.
Paramjeet Singh Pamma,
chairman of Federation of Sadar
Bazar trade Association, said
while the presence of Holi items
made by China in India’s market
on the festival is considerably
low, it still has its presence. While
speaking on the share of Chinese
and Indian goods, Pamma said,
“The presence of Chinese
products in the market is
significantly low this year
compared to earlier. But it hasn’t
been completely annihilated.”
There is a change in the trend of
consumers’ preferences and
choices. While the sale of
Chinese and Indian products was
60 and 40 per cent respectively

last year, the share has reversed
this year. “Indian manufactured
products are leading the sale,” he
said.
In fact, elections which are often
referred as the biggest festival of
Indian democracy also seem to
seep in the Holi festivities. 
“This year water guns shaped like
a hammer have come to the
market, along with those having
the face of political leaders like
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath,” said Pamma,
adding that customers are also
liking water guns with the face of
the deceased singer and rapper
Sidhu Moose Wala, whose
parents have just landed
themselves in a controversy after
giving birth to a child through
IVF.

He also predicted that the sale in
Holi this year will end the bane of
Covid finally, with the mood of
festivities being set in the
country since the consecration
ceremony of Ram temple in
Ayodhya in January.
He said, “This year we feel that
Holi will break all records and
end the dry patch that has
occurred since Covid pandemic.
One reason behind this is
because people were in a
celebratory mood since the
consecration ceremony of
Ayodhya Ram temple. 
“This becomes more important
since Holi marks the beginning
of the celebrations in the country.
The upcoming festivals of
Janmashtami, Eid and others will
also follow the same trend then.”

Continued on Page 2

Six party rebels, three independents join BJP

Union Minister Anurag Thakur, former Himachal Pradesh CM and BJP leader Jai Ram Thakur and party leader Arun Singh
with Himachal Pradesh Independent MLAs KL Thakur, Hoshiyar Singh and Ashish Sharma who joined BJP, in New Delhi, on
Saturday PTI

China trains its waterguns at us on Holi

Russian Rosguardia (National Guard) servicemen help a man to leave an area
near the Crocus City Hall on the western edge of Moscow, Russia, on Friday.
Several gunmen have burst into a big concert hall in Moscow and fired
automatic weapons at the crowd, injuring an unspecified number of people
and setting a massive blaze in terror attack AP/PTI

AAP workers and supporters at Shaheedi Park during a protest over the arrest of Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal in connection with an excise policy-linked 
money-laundering case in New Delhi on Saturday PTI
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I t took more than seven decades for
the Government of India to launch a
mission to take on the threat posed
by illegal immigrants from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh. The
guests who reached India from East

Pakistan (since 1971 known as Bangladesh)

were armed with a purpose. They were tools

used by anti-India forces to create
subversion and counter-subversion in India,

making use of the lacunae available in the

country's legal system of staying in India as

authorised Indians.Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, (lawyer and
politician who later served as President of

India from 1974 to 1977), played a major

role in promoting the illegal influx of

Muslims from East Pakistan to Assam with

an eye on converting the State into a Muslim

majority region. Ahmed, who was the

Minister of Finance, Law and Local Self-

government of Assam during 1957 to 1962,

successfully sabotaged the then Assam Chief

Minister BP Chaliha's Prevention of
Infiltrators Plan.Perumbavoor, a small town in Kerala from

where this article is written on March 20,

2024, has a population of more than 1.5 lakh

illegal Bangladeshi immigrants. These

workers possess Aadhar cards and other

relevant citizenship papers. If you ask them

about their village, they all say they are from

Murshidabad in Bengal. There are more than

900 plywood factories in the suburbs of

Perumbavoor, each employing nearly 150

workers. Most of these workers (popularly

known as Bhais) claim they are from Bengal,

Assam and Tripura. Interestingly, they

belong to the Muslim community. During

the Covid pandemic, the Kerala Government

provided all facilities in the residential

camps where these workers (designated by

the State Government as Guest Workers)

were put up and this was the major reason

behind the CPI(M) sweeping the 2021

Assembly elections.The situation is similar in various districts of

Kerala as well as in Tamil Nadu. Although

most of the culprits arrested by the police in

connection with law and order issues

(including murder, rape, kidnapping and

dacoity) belong to this set of migrant

workers, liberals and Marxists label them as

"isolated incidents".  In January 2020 Kerala came to a grinding

halt as the entire Muslim community was

paraded by religious heads under the pretext

of opposing the Citizenship Amendment A t

(CAA) enacted in Parliament to regulate

citizenship laws in the country. The last

week of February 2020 saw Delhi burning

with a group of committed perpetrators

spreading false rumours that five students of

Jamila Millia Islamia were shot dead by the

police. This had its ramifications in Kerala.

The State awoke to the chanting of slogans

like "Tera Mera Rishta Kya, La Ilaha Ill

Allah", "Alla Hu Akbar", "Hindutva Ki Kabar

Khudegi", "Hinduon Se Azadi", and "Jinnah

Wali Azadi". Though the news about the

killings of the students by Delhi Police was

found out to be false, the damage was done.

Muslims in India, the educated as well as the

uninitiated, were made to believe that the

present regime at the Centre will ask for

their documents and in case they fail to

furnish the required papers, they would be

either deported or put in detention centres. 

The riots were an attempt to sabotage an

important legislation enacted by Parliament

to grant citizenship to Hindus, Sikhs,

Buddhists, Christians and Jains who had to

leave Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh

to escape religious persecution from rulers

in their respective countries. The grievance

of Islamic leaders in India was that the law

discriminated against the Muslim
community and should be cancelled. PK

Kunhalikutty, leader of the Muslim League

declared that once the INDIA Bloc assumes

power in New Delhi, they would throw the

CAA into the Arabian Sea. The Muslim

Youth League has already demanded a

separate Malabar State.The male dominated Muslim community is

against the Uniform Civil Code which they

term as unconstitutional. The Islamists in

India were totally against the law banning

Triple Talaq. One is reminded of the words

of Augustus Comte, the 19th century French

philosopher who said "Demography is

Destiny". The Islamist invaders came to

India to plunder and loot the temples by the

might of their sword. Despite the country

succumbing to the power of the Islamist

plunderers, they could not convert the

believers of the Sanatana Dharma into Islam

though there were Hindu genocides in

various parts of India. The 1920 Mappila

Rebellion in which thousands of Hindus

were massacred in Kerala's Malappuram and

Kozhikode regions was just one proof of

their evil designs.The religious demography of the country

during the last 100 years is sufficient to

prove how immaculately the Mullahs and

Moulavis work round the clock to speed up

the process of India's Islamisation, drawn

out in detail in the book Religious
Demography of India a comprehensive

research work by AP Joshi, MD Srinivas and

JK Bajaj of the Centre for Policy Studies. The

study has some startling information. Kerala

had a population of 6.4 million in 1901 out

of which Hindus were 68.9 per cent,
Muslims constituted 17.28 per cent while the

Christians formed 13.8 per cent. By 1991,

the total population of the State stood at 2.9

crore out of which the Hindus constituted

57.35 per cent, Muslims formed 23.33 per

cent and Christian population was 19.32 per

cent.
From 2001 to 2011, Muslims in Kerala have

grown by 12.8 percent, while Hindus have

grown by 2.2 and Christians by 1.4 percent.

Such is the yawning and persistent gap

between the Muslims and the others, write

Bajaj, Joshi and Srinivas.

The census operation of 2021 is yet to be

launched as the Covid-19 pandemic played

spoilsport. By the time the results of census

2021 would be known the Muslim
community would have crossed the
threshold of the "critical mass", a term used

in nuclear reactors to indicate the amount of

fuel needed for setting the fission process to

generate power."The most remarkable feature of the Religion

Data of Census 2011 for Kerala is the

extraordinarily wide gap between the growth

of Muslims and others. During 2001-11,

Hindus and Christians have recorded
decadal growth of 2.23 and 1.38 percent

respectively, while the Muslims have grown

by 12.84 percent. The growth of Muslims has

thus been nearly six times that of Hindus

and more than nine times that of
Christians," says the research work. The

situation is no different in other States.

The share of Muslim population in India

now is above their share before Partition.

Because of the forced migration of
populations between Pakistan and India at

the time of Partition, the number of Muslims

in remaining India had declined by nearly 5

million, from 42.6 million in 1941 to 37.7

million in 1951, and their share in the

population declined from 13.38 to 10.45

percent. This decline has been more than

made up in the six decades since Partition;

in 2001, the share of Muslims in India's was

already above their share in 1941 and it has

risen to 14.23 per cent in 2011. This is

information which could give sleepless

nights to many Indian citizens. 
It is here that illegal immigration, Love Jihad

and forced religious conversions play a

major role. Much has been written about

illegal immigration and forced religious

conversions while Love Jihad remains a topic

of controversy. Remember Akhila, daughter

of CPI(M) activist Asokan of Kottayam in

Kerala? She eloped with Shafin Jehan, a

Muslim youth and got married after
conversion with the name Hadiya. Two years

and three children later, Shafin Jehan threw

her out of his house. She then got remarried

to another Muslim youth. Hadiya has three

more children by the second marriage and

all these kids would be deployed as Jihadis to

spread the word of Mohammed.
The large public meetings organised by the

Islamic outfits and the CPI(M) across Kerala

to express their solidarity with Hamas will

always remain a blot on the face of India.

The organisers got Hamas leaders to address

public meetings.The report on the Delhi Riots 2020 prepared

by Monika Arora, Sonali Chitalkar and

Prerana Malhotra would have disappeared

from public domain because of a major

conspiracy. Although an international

publishing company had come forward to

publish the book, a research work by a

Group of Intellectuals and Academicians

(GIA) who studied the 2020 Delhi Riots

threadbare, at the eleventh hour the UK

headquartered publishers retreated. Garud,

an Indian company took up the challenge of

publishing this work and that is how we have

Delhi Riots 2020: The Untold Story. Do

remember, there are people and outfits

across the world who do not want the secret

of the Islamists' plot to keep proselytisation

an ongoing process for them to strike 

at will.The beating up of Mukesh, a shopkeeper in

Bangalore for daring to listen to Hanuman

Chalisa at the time of Namaz or the
unofficial shut down of eateries ordered by

zealots in Kerala during the period of fast

are all signs of their mission to attack the

core of Sanatana Dharma
The Communith
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Is it a move to circumvent
coalition compulsions with

a difference or is it politics of
convenience?  Amid  the seat-
sharing hurdles being wit-
nessed within the BJP-led
Maha Yuti-NDA, Shivajirao
Adhalrao Patil quietly moved
over from Eknath Shinde-led
Shiv Sena to Ajit Pawar-head-
ed Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) to contest from home
constituency of Shirur in Pune
district of western
Maharashtra.
Given that Patil’s party-hop-
ping has not caused even a
ripple in the state political cir-
cles, there is a strong reason to
believe that Patil has switched
from the Shinde-led Shiv Sena
to Ajit Pawar-led NCP with
the tacit understanding the
leaderships between the lead-
erships of the two coalition
partners in the MahaYuti.  
So much so that even the BJP,
which leads the coalition, has
not taken any objection to
Patil’s switch-over from the
Shinde Sena to the Ajit Pawar-
led NCP.  
If Patil has shifted from the
Shinde Sena to the NCP, it is

because Shirur seat comes in
the quota of the Ajit Pawar-led
NCP which does not6 have as
strong a candidate as him to
take on the sitting NCP
(Sharad Pawar) MP Dr Amol
Kolhe.
Patil, who was earlier part of
the Uddhav Thackeray-led
undivided Shiv Sena, had won
the Khed seat in 2004 and
bagged the neighbouring
Shirur seat in 2009 and 2014
Lok Sabha polls.
However, in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls, Patil had lost by
a margin of 58,483 votes to
Sharad Pawar-led NCP’s Dr
Amol Kolhe, who is a popular
face in Maharashtra after hav-
ing portrayed the roles of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
and Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Maharaj in the television seri-

als.
A close confidant of Sharad
Pawar, Dr Kolhe had stayed
with the NCP supremo when
Ajit Pawar rebelled against
his uncle and walked out of the
party to join the Eknath
Shinde government along with
nine party MLAs in July last
year.
The decision by Dr Kolhe to
remain with Sr Pawar after the
NCP’s vertical split was not
taken kindly by breakaway
leader Ajit Pawar who had
worked hard to ensure the vic-
tory of the actor-turned-politi-
cian in the 2019 LS polls.
Patil is gung ho about con-
testing the Shirur seat on a
NCP (Ajit Pawar) ticket.  
Confirming that he would
contest the Shirur seat as an
NCP (Sharad Pawar) candi-
date,  Patil said:  “I will con-
test the Shirur Lok Sabha seat
on an NCP ticket.. I  will be a
Maha Yuti candidate. The Shiv
Sena, NCP (Ajit Pawar) and
BJP will support me,” Patil
said.
Patil faces stiff opposition
from Dr Kolhe who is going to
be re-fielded by the NCP
(Sharad Pawar).  The NCP
(Sharad Pawar) has a strong
presence in Shirur.

Shinde Sena leader
moves to NCP Ajit faction
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The CPI(M)-led Kerala
Government on Saturday

which is on a warpath with the
Centre over a lot of issues
filed a petition in the Aupreme
Court against the President of
India for withholding assent for
the four Bills passed by the
Legislative Assembly without
disclosing any reasons. The
State government also filed a
case against Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan for keeoing
the Bills pending for a long and
indefinite period and later for-
warding it for the Presidential
assent.
The Bills which have been
kept pending by the President
include the controversial one
related to the governance of
universities. One of them seeks
to remove the Governor as
chancellor of universities and
make Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan as Chancellor of all
Government Universities in
the State.
According to Save University
Forum, an organization
engaged in ensuring the sanc-
tity of the centres of higher
learning, the Bill has been
enacted to give full power to
the CPI(M) to appoint persons
of their choice as Vice
Chancellors and faculty mem-

bers. None of the State-run uni-
versities have full time vice-
chancellors because of the
impasse between the Governor
and the CPI(M) over the
appointment of close relations
of party bigwigs in these posts.
Another Bill which has been
kept in abeyance by the
President is the Kerala
Cooperative Societies
Amendment) Bill, seeking to
give voting rights to the nom-
inated members in the Kerala
Cooperative Milk Marketing
Federation (Milma). The latter
would help the ruling LDF to
gain control over the Milma’s
governance a la the sugar cane
credit societies in Maharashtra.
A source close to Governor
Arif Mohammed Khan told
The Pioneer that the Raj
Bhavan was perplexed by the
action of the Kerala
Government in dragging the
President to the Court. “This is
an unprecedented move and

the CPI(M) have been wrong-
ly advised by its legal luminar-
ies. We saw the apex court
declaring as null and void the
extension of service granted to
the vice chancellor of the
Kannur University, a sidekick
of the chief minister,” sad the
source.
The President’s secretary is the
prime respondent in the suit
filed by the chief secretary and
a CPI(M) state leader. The
unusual suit challenges the
legality of the President’s action
to withhold her assent to bills
referred to her.
Article 163 (2) of the
Constitution says that if any
question arises whether any
matter is or is not a matter as
respects which the governor is
by or under this Constitution
required to act in his discretion
, the decision of the Governor
in his discretion shall be final,
and the validity of anything
done by the Governor shall not
be called in question on the
ground that he ought or ought
not to have acted in his dis-
cretion. The Constitution also
makes it clear that the
Governor’s decision would be
the final one in the eventuali-
ty of any difference of opinion
with nthe State government
over the special powers
enmjoyed by the  former.
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The Election Commission
(EC) has announced a com-

prehensive scheme for Kashmiri
migrants to exercise their fran-
chise in the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls, continuing with the
past practice of voting through
postal ballots and special polling
stations in Jammu, Udhampur
and Delhi.
The scheme is meant for all the
voters of the Baramulla, Srinagar
and Anantnag-Rajouri parlia-
mentary constituencies in
Kashmir who had migrated
because of compelling circum-
stances and are temporarily
residing in various places outside
their places of ordinary resi-
dence, an official spokesperson
said on Saturday.
He said the EC has issued two
notifications, categorising the
Kashmiri migrants as “specified”
and “notified” voters.
The Lok Sabha polls in Jammu
and Kashmir will be held in five
phases — on April 19
(Udhampur) and April 26
(Jammu) in the Jammu region,
and on May 7 (Anantnag-

Rajouri), May 13 (Srinagar) and
May 20 (Baramulla) in Kashmir.
The counting of votes will be
taken up on June 4.
The spokesperson said 26 spe-
cial polling stations — 21 in
Jammu, one in Udhampur and
four in Delhi — will be set up for
the Kashmiri migrant voters
who are residing at various
relief camps and who opt to cast
their votes in person through
electronic voting machines.
Any migrant voter other than
those who would opt to vote in
person can avail the option to
vote through postal ballots by fil-
ing up Form 12C, the spokesper-
son said.
All the application forms (Form
12C) duly filled in, requesting for
postal ballots, must reach the
assistant returning officer in
Jammu 10 days before the date
of polling in each phase, the
spokesperson added.
Additionally, the EC has also
notified four assistant returning
officers (AROs) — assistant
commissioner, relief (migrant),
Jammu, assistant commissioner,
panchayat, Udhampur, deputy
director, horticulture, planning

and marketing, Delhi, and the
deputy secretary in the office of
the resident commissioner, New
Delhi — to assist the returning
officers of the three Lok Sabha
constituencies of Kashmir in the
work concerning the “speci-
fied” and “notified” electors.
The spokesperson said the EC
has advised the migrant voters
to send their Form M for voting
in person at any of the “special
polling stations” or Form 12C
for using postal ballots to the
ARO concerned so that the
documents reach them 10 days
before the polling date.
They can also drop their appli-
cation forms and later on, their
marked postal ballot papers in
the special letter boxes, which
will also be available at the
offices of all the AROs.
Additionally, the EC has extend-
ed an online facility for the
migrant voters residing at vari-
ous places other than Jammu,
Udhampur and Delhi to down-
load Form M and Form 12C
from the poll panel’s website or
the Voter Services portal.
After filling up the forms, these
voters shall approach the office

of the electoral registration offi-
cer (ERO) of the constituency
where they are residing cur-
rently, anywhere in the country,
the spokesperson said.
He said the EROs can have
access to the details of the
migrant voters enrolled in dif-
ferent parliamentary con-
stituencies (Assembly segment-
wise) in Kashmir through ERO-
Net.
The ERO concerned, after ver-
ifying the details in Form M, will
scan and upload the same to
electronically transmit to the
AROs, Migrant in Delhi, Jammu
and Udhampur for further nec-
essary action, he said, adding
that the hard copies so uploaded
shall also be sent to the AROs,
Migrant in Delhi, Jammu, and
Udhampur as the case may be.
Similarly, the ERO concerned
will verify the details in Form
12C, sign the certificate in Part-
II of the form and scan and
upload it to electronically trans-
mit the same to the ARO,
Migrant in Jammu, who will
take further necessary action to
send the postal ballot to the elec-
tor concerned. 
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After former  Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister

Omar Abdullah raised a red
flag questioning the timing
and subject matter of the
seminar on the issue of the
Uniform Civil Code the
Indian army Saturday decid-
ed to cancel the same citing
imposition of the ‘model code
of conduct’.
Interestingly, the same model
code of conduct was already
in place when the organisers
extended an invitation to the
media persons to attend the
seminar on the subject
“Navigating legal frontiers:
Understanding Indian Penal
Code 2023 and the quest for
Uniform Civil Code”.
The seminar was scheduled
for March 26 at the Kashmir
University Auditorium.
Srinagar-based PRO Defence
sent the invite for the seminar
to the media persons on
behalf of General Officer
Commanding HQ 31 Sub
Area, Major General PBS
Lamba on Friday.
“ The Legal  Awareness
Seminar on March 26 by
Kashmir Jurist in Kashmir

University has been cancelled
due to implementation of the
Model Code of Conduct,”
Srinagar-based Defence
Spokesman Lt Col Manoj
Sahu said.
Before the decision was taken
to cancel the seminar, sever-
al social media platforms also
witnessed intense debate over
whether the Indian Army
should have organised a sem-
inar on the topic at this junc-
ture.
First of all Vice President of
the National Conference (NC)
Omar Abdullah questioned
the Army’s involvement in a
“divisive” issue l ike the
Uniform Civil Code in a “sen-

sitive” place like Kashmir.
“Is it appropriate for the
Indian Army to get involved
in the divisive issue of the
uniform civil code & that too
in a sensit ive area l ike
Kashmir? There is a reason
the Indian Army has
remained apolitical & areli-
gious. This ill-advised UCC
seminar is a threat to both
these basic tenets,” Abdullah
said in a post on X.
He said going ahead with the
seminar risks opening up the
Army to charges of getting
involved in the “murky world”
of politics coupled with
“interfering” in religious mat-
ters.

His party colleague and NC’s
chief spokesperson Tanvir
Sadiq asked the Election
Commission of India (ECI) to
“assess the appropriateness” of
the Army discussing an issue
that figures prominently in
the BJP’s manifesto while the
Model Code of Conduct
(MCC) is in effect.
The Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) also criticised the
Army for conducting the
seminar.
“What we are seeing is the
continuation of the trend of
‘Naya Kashmir’ and Akhir
Kab Tak campaigns in which
the Army as an institution
was seen as playing a partisan
role and directly interfering in
the political affairs of J-K,”
PDP spokesperson Najmus
Saqib said.
“Post backlash, we had seen
some systemic changes, but
unfortunately the seminar by
the India Army as an institu-
tion depicts how far the lines
between politics and security
apparatus have blurred in J-
K,” he added.
Saqib said this is a “dangerous
trend” and is a “manifestation
of larger systemic erosion of
the Constitution”.

From Page 1
“We have approached the EC.
The Central government has
closed all access to AAP head
office at ITO, that too in
Model Code of Conduct,” he
said.
In a Press conference,
Bharadwaj said the EC should
act as a neutral institution and
ensure strict action against
police officers.
The AAP office at DDU Marg
near ITO in central Delhi was
also blocked on Friday during
a protest by party leaders and
volunteers at the BJP
headquarters, just a few
metres ahead of it, against the
arrest of Kejriwal.

Delhi CM’s wife Sunita
Kejriwal, a former IRS officer,
in perhaps her first such
public appearance, read out
his message sent from the ED
custody on Saturday in which
the AAP chief said he cannot
be kept behind bars for long
and he will return soon to
fulfil his promises to the
people. In a message from the
ED’s custody, the Delhi CM
said no bar can keep him
inside and he will soon
return.

The video statement by
Sunita, a former IRS officer
who has so far maintained a
distance from active politics,
was streamed live by the AAP,
a day after a court here

remanded Kejriwal in ED
custody till March 28 “for his
detailed and sustained
interrogation” regarding his
role in the excise policy scam.  
“Whether inside or outside,
every moment of my life is
dedicated to serving the
country. Every drop of my
blood is dedicated to the
country,” Kejriwal was quoted
as saying by his wife.

BJP’s IT department head
Amit Malviya took a swipe at
Sunita over her remarks that
“there are several forces
within and outside India that
are weakening the country”.
“Agree with her completely.

She may want to explain what
is AAP MP Raghav Chadha
doing with British Labour MP
Preet K Gill, who openly
advocates K separatism,
mobilises funds for Ks in the
UK, funds violent protests
outside India House in
London, constantly posts
anti-India, anti-Modi, anti-
Hindu stuff on her social
media accounts?” Malviya
posted on X.
Kejriwal was remanded to
Enforcement Directorate
custody till March 28,
following his arrest on
Thursday by the agency in
connection with a money-
laundering case linked to the
now-scrapped excise policy of
the Delhi Government.

From Page 1
Upon investigation, it was
revealed the cap was
purchased towards the end
of January from the mall.
NIA had earlier announced
the reward of Rs 10 lakh for
providing information about
the bomber in this case.
The NIA had posted a
picture of the suspected
bomber on ‘X’ in which he is
seen entering the cafe
wearing a cap, mask and
glasses.
While sharing the phone
number and email ID, NIA
has said people can send
information about this
‘unknown’ person. On
March 1, at least 10 people
were injured in an explosion
inside Rameshwaram Cafe
in Brookfield, East
Bengaluru. It was suspected
that this blast was done
through IED. Soon after the
blast, Karnataka Police had
registered a case under the
stringent Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act
and Explosive Substances
Act. The Rameshwaram café
was reopened under tight
security a week after the
blast.

From Page 1
The attack, which was the
deadliest in Russia in years,
came just days after Putin
cemented his grip on power
in a highly orchestrated
electoral landslide and as
the country’s war in
Ukraine dragged into a
third year.
Shortly after the attack,
some Russian lawmakers
pointed the finger at
Ukraine. Mykhailo
Podolyak, an adviser to
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
denied any involvement.
“Ukraine has never resorted
to the use of terrorist
methods,” he posted on X,
formerly Twitter.
“Everything in this war will
be decided only on the
battlefield.”
Images shared by Russian
state media on Saturday
showed a fleet of emergency
vehicles still gathered
outside the ruins of Crocus
City Hall, which had a
capacity of more than 6,000
people in Krasnogorsk, on
Moscow’s western edge.
Videos posted online
showed gunmen in the
venue shooting civilians at
point-blank range. The roof
of the theatre, where crowds
had gathered on Friday for a
performance by the Russian
rock band Picnic, collapsed
in the early hours of
Saturday morning as

firefighters spent hours
fighting a fire that erupted
during the attack.
Messages of outrage, shock
and support for those
affected have since
streamed in from around
the world.
On Friday, the UN Security
Council condemned “the
heinous and cowardly
terrorist attack” and
underlined the need for the
perpetrators to be held
accountable. UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
also condemned the
terrorist attack “in the
strongest possible terms”,
his spokesman said.
Meanwhile, in Moscow
itself, hundreds of people
stood in line on Saturday
morning to donate blood
and plasma, Russia’s Health
Ministry said.
In October 2015, a bomb
planted by the Islamic State
downed a Russian
passenger plane over Sinai,
killing all 224 people on
board, most of them
Russian vacation-goers
returning from Egypt. The
group, which operates
mainly in Syria and Iraq but
also in Afghanistan and
Africa, also has claimed
several attacks in Russia’s
volatile Caucasus and other
regions in the past years. 
It recruited fighters from
Russia and other parts of
the former Soviet Union.

From Page 1
Founder of Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT) and BJP’s candidate from Chandni
Chowk seat Praveen Khandelwal on Friday said, “There’s an estimated increase of nearly 50
per cent in business during the Holi season nationwide, resulting in a business worth more
than Rs 50,000 crore. In Delhi alone, the expected business is around Rs 5,000 crore.”
Khandelwal also claimed that the imported Holi-related items in the country has been
approximately Rs 10,000 crore, however with traders and consumers boycotting the imported
products for celebrating their religious festivals, import was negligible. 

�����
����	
�����

������������

�������	�
����
�
�	����������
���������������
�������
�
������

���������
����
������������

�	�
�������
�������
����������

�����	
�����	�
�	�
�����

����� �����
�

Ahead of World Tuberculosis
Day, which is observed on

March 24, the World Health
Organization (WHO) has issued
a new guidance for diagnosing
drug-resistant tuberculosis,
describing it as a “novel
approach” that uses the “latest
technologies”.
The UN health agency recom-
mended the use of “a new class
of diagnostic technologies: tar-
geted next-generation sequenc-
ing (NGS) tests” in the third edi-
tion of “WHO Consolidated
Guidelines on Tuberculosis.
Module 3: Diagnosis - Rapid
Diagnostics for Tuberculosis
Detection”, replacing the 2021
document.
The “novel” technology -- tar-
geted next-generation sequenc-
ing (tNGS) -- offers a higher res-
olution of the specific region of
interest in the genome of the TB-
causing bacteria, present in the
patient’s sample, for analysing
drug resistance compared to
alternative sequencing meth-
ods. On the other hand, tests
employing whole genome
sequencing analyse the entire
bacterial genome for drug resis-
tance.
According to the World Health
Organization (WHO),
Multidrug-resistant TB (MDR-
TB) is a public health crisis and

a health security threat, with
only about two in five people
with drug-resistant TB accessing
treatment globally in 2022.
Yet, despite the effectiveness of
tNGS, the sophistication and
complexity of the technology,
coupled with the lack of man-
power trained in analysing
bioinformatics data, could pose
a challenge for easy access to this
technology in remote parts of
India, Narayanan said.
Performing these tests will also
require diagnostic labs to be
equipped with sufficient data
management and storage infra-
structure, according to Chaitali
Nikam, director (infexnTM) of
HaystackAnalytics, a genomics-
based diagnostics solutions
provider. Accompanying the
guidance, the WHO also
launched a new TB sequencing
portal hosting more than 56,000
sequences and representing “the
most advanced sequencing and
phenotyping knowledge base
for Mycobacterium tuberculosis
(the TB-causing bacteria)”.
A global study published in
“The Lancet Infectious Diseases”
journal earlier this week found
that India, along with most of
the world, failed to achieve
WHO’s End TB milestones for
2020 -- including 20 per cent
reduced TB incidence and 35
per cent fewer deaths, compared
to the baseline figures of 2015.
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The Bharatiya Janata Party
is embarking on a strate-

gic manoeuver ahead of the
upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions, focusing particularly
on the minority-dominated
regions.
In a bid to bolster its electoral
prospects, the party has
chalked out plans to deploy
women functionaries from
the Muslim community to
oversee polling booths, pri-
marily in the western parts of
Uttar Pradesh where there is
a substantial Muslim popula-
tion.
Basit Ali, chief of the UP BJP
Minority Morcha, under-
scored the significance of this
initiative.
“Our women workers, hailing
from the respective localities,
will be stationed at 40,000
polling booths to assist offi-
cials in verifying the identities

of voters,” Ali said
He emphasised the impor-
tance of their local knowledge
in authenticating voters’ iden-
tities against the provided
documents.
This move comes amidst the
BJP’s persistent calls to the
Election Commission of India
to scrutinise the identities of
burqa-clad women voters, a
demand that has sparked con-
troversy among opposition
parties.
Sources familiar with the mat-
ter indicate that the BJP
intends to press this demand,
commencing with the first
phase of elections covering
regions such as Saharanpur,
Kairana,  Muzaffarnagar,
Bijnor,  Moradabad and
Rampur, known for their sig-
nificant Muslim population.
The decision to engage
Muslim women in the elec-
toral process purportedly fol-
lowed during a high-level

meeting of state BJP leaders,
including UP BJP chief
Bhupendra Singh Chaudhary
and state general secretary
Dharampal Singh. The meet-
ing, attended by key members
of the UP BJP Minority
Morcha, aimed at fortifying
the BJP’s electoral foothold
among Muslims and coun-
teracting opposition chal-
lenges.
Ali further explained the UP
BJP Minority Morcha’s strat-
egy, highlighting the setting
up of 11-member booth-level
committees across all 40,000
booths.
“We aim to engage Muslim
voters, many of whom have
benefited from various gov-
ernment schemes. Even a
marginal increase in our sup-
port can significantly impact
the party’s electoral fortunes,”
Ali remarked, pointing out
the potential gain of an addi-
tional 10 lakh votes.

!"#�����
$����%���������
��
�����
��

�$������� �����



����
��	����������	�
������ 
��������������

�������������� �����
�

Aspecial court has directed
to preserve CCTV camera

footage on a plea filed by Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, seeking the removal
of a Delhi Police officer
deployed for security in the
court for alleged misconduct.
“Application has been filed on
behalf of the accused (Kejriwal)
stating that the security staff/in-
charge responsible for bringing
him for production before the
court, namely ACP (Assistant
Commissioner of Police) AK
Singh, is unnecessarily harsh
and mishandled the people
around the courtroom,” Special
Judge Kaveri Baweja noted.
The application was filed by
Kejriwal on Friday, along with
his submissions opposing the
Enforcement Directorate’s (ED)
plea for his custody.
Notably, this isn’t the first
instance of alleged misbehav-
iour by the cop, as a written
complaint had previously been
filed regarding a similar inci-
dent involving Kejriwal’s for-
mer deputy Manish Sisodia,
who is also arrested in the
liquor policy case. Interestingly,
Singh is the same cop who was
accused of restraining Sisodia

by the neck on the premises of
the same court last year when
reporters were asking him a
question. The court, however,
remanded him in ED custody
till March 28 in the alleged
Delhi excise policy scam.
The AAP chief claimed that he
was mistreated by AK Singh
while being brought to the
court for a hearing earlier in the
day, sources said.
It further noted that, according
to the plea, while producing co-
accused Manish Sisodia in the
case, a written complaint was
filed against the officer.
Kejriwal sought the court’s
directions to remove or replace
the officer, the order noted.
“Having considered the sub-

missions made, I deem it
appropriate to direct that first-
ly a request letter be sent to the
Principal District & Sessions
Judge-cum-Special Judge (CBI)
to get preserved the above
CCTV footage and to get pro-
duced a copy thereof before this
court on the next date for the
purpose of disposal of the
above application,” the judge
said.
According to sources, on
Friday, when Kejriwal was pro-
duced before the court, which
was jam-packed with lawyers,
litigants and security personnel,
the ACP allegedly misbehaved
with several people while try-
ing to prevent them from enter-
ing the court.
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RD Public Senior Secondary
School and VD Institute of

Technology, in Kishan Vihar
Pooth Road, near Bus
Terminal Sultan Puri, Delhi,
on Saturday marked its 42nd
and 39th annual function.
The event witnessed the pres-
ence of guests including
Purushottam Kumar,
Additional District Sessions
Judge, Dr Ashok Sharma,
Regional Head IGNOU, and
Dr Balesh Kumar Wijerun,
Deputy Director of District
Education, among others.
Multiple attendees including
school staff, teachers, princi-
pals,  local dignitaries, stu-
dents, and parents graced the
occasion. The students show-
cased a captivating array of
cultural performances, cap-
turing the essence of the cel-
ebration. Former MLA
Jaikishan, serving as the
Chairman of the school,
presided over the event.
Addressing the gathering,
Additional Sessions Judge
Kumar commended the efforts
of the school founders and

staff, urging parents to guide
their children towards becom-
ing responsible citizens. 
He emphasised the impor-
tance of perseverance in the
face of challenges and encour-
aged students to strive for
excellence with passion.
Dr Ashok Kumar, Dr Balesh
Kumar Wijerun, and Ved
Prakash also shared words of
encouragement, inspiring stu-
dents to reach for their aspi-
rations. Jaikishan expressed
gratitude to the guests and
emphasized the school’s com-
mitment to providing quality
education while fostering
cleanliness and discipline.
Notable figures including for-
mer MLA Sushila Jaikishan,
Rahul Dhaka, Varuna Dhaka,
Shanti Sahni, Prince Parmar,
Ashalata,  Dalbir Malik, S K
Mishra, and Babita Bhardwaj
were acknowledged for their
significant contributions to
the event. 
The annual functions also wit-
nessed the announcement of
the school’s annual results,
marking another milestone in
its journey of academic excel-
lence.

���������������	���
����	���������������
�����������������

�������������� �����
�

Conman’ Sukesh
Chandrashekhar, current-

ly lodged in jail in a money
laundering case, took a jibe at
Delhi Chief Minister and Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) national
convener Arvind Kejriwal on
his arrest by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in the now-
scrapped excise policy case,
saying the truth has prevailed.
He also referred to it as his best
birthday gift received.  He also
threatened Kejriwal of expos-
ing him by becoming a gov-
ernment approver in the court.
Taking a jibe at Kejriwal,
Sukesh wrote, “Like always
Truth wins, this is the power of
New Bharat a classic example
to show no one is above Law.
My Dear Arvind Kejriwal, first-
ly I take the Privilege to wel-
come you, the “Boss” of Tihar
Club. All your jumlas and dra-
mas of “Kattar Imandaar”
(staunchly honest) has gone to
a dead end. I am so privileged
that this time on my Birthday
on 25th March, which is 3 days
from now, is a double celebra-
tion, as I consider your arrest
as my best birthday gift
received.”
He also referred to the AAP
leader as ‘chairman bigg boss’

of the Tihar jail, while referring
to the two former Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia as ‘CEO’ and
Rajya Sabha member Satyender
Jain as ‘COO’.
He states that there are at least
10 scams by him, claiming
that in at least four of them, he
holds evidence to the crime.
Sukesh, launching an attack on
him, said, “ Brother Kejriwal ji,
all your corruption is going to
be out in open, a minimum of
10 different scams that you
have done capacity of being
CM and looted the poor of
Delhi out of the said 10 Scams
you have done, four
scams, I myself have witnessed
and hold evidence And I will
not stop here, I will expose you
fully and will even turn
approver against you in the said
4 matters/ scams, which you
were afraid of. The Delhi excise
case is only the start.”
After writing a letter to his
‘akka’ (sister) BRS leader K.

Kavita, Sukesh writes to his
brother threatening that
‘Karma’ has finally hit back. He
said, “ Kejriwal ji you are not
seeing the light outside your
Tihar Club anytime soon. All
the Curse and Karmas of yours
that you and your two other
brothers swindled the money of
poor patients of Delhi by pro-
viding fake medicines and
swindling the money of poor
kids education, and even the
worst part of stealing money
related to natural resources of
water. How do you even imag-
ine getting any forgiveness.”
He claimed that his actions
have been finally punished by
Lord Ram. “God up there is
watching everything, especial-
ly your arrogance and your lies
and playing with emotions of
People, is why you have been
brought down to a big zero,” he
extorted.
He also claimed that in a birth-
day celebration, Kejriwal made
fun of Anna Hazare, under
whom Kejriwal led the fight
against corruption, referring to
his thinking as ‘ghatia’ (dis-
gusting). He also claimed to
testify before the law agencies
and expose him and his asso-
ciates, claiming the party to be
the ‘world largest staunch cor-
rupt party’.
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The BJP on Saturday
slammed Arvind Kejriwal’s

continuation as the Chief
Minister of Delhi despite being
under arrest, saying it is the
most unfortunate moment in
the country’s political journey
and the worst kind of politics.
With the AAP leaders strong-
ly defending their leader, Union
Minister Anurag Thakur
mockingly said they are com-
peting to replace him as the
Chief Minister but his wife has
also joined the race now, a ref-
erence to Sunita Kejriwal read-
ing out the AAP national con-
vener’s message which was also
broadcast on news channels.
Speaking to reporters, he also
lashed out at Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann over
the death of at least 20 people
in Sangrur due to the con-
sumption of spurious liquor,
alleging the entire Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) has sunk into
one liquor-related scandal or
another.
Asked about Delhi minister
Atishi’s demand for action
against BJP president J P Nadda

as she alleged a link between an
accused-turned-approver in
the excise policy case and the
donation his company made to
the saffron party through elec-
toral bond, Thakur laughed it
off.
Will anybody take bribe
through the electoral bond, he
asked, claiming that the elec-
toral bond, struck down as
unconstitutional by the
Supreme Court, was aimed at
transparency.
In terms of its proportionate
strength, the BJP has got less
money through bonds com-
pared to parties like the

Trinamool Congress, he
claimed.
AAP leaders are making all
kinds of comments to out-
compete each other to become
the chief minister, he said,
adding that Kejriwal left even
Anna Hazare feeling cheated by
his conduct.
Speaking to reporters, the BJP
leader dismissed the opposition
parties’ expression of solidari-
ty with Kejriwal as a case of
“thieves showing brotherhood”
and cited the Congress’ past
complaint against the Delhi
chief minister over the alleged
liquor scam to question the

party over its support to him.
Nobody is saying Kejriwal is
innocent and there has been no
scam, Thakur asserted.
“Why has the Congress become
so helpless and weak,” he said
in a swipe at the main opposi-
tion party whose Delhi leaders
used to attack the AAP over the
excise policy case in which
Kejriwal has been arrested.
The Congress, Thakur said,
should laud the ED for taking
action in the case and arresting
the accused as its leaders,
including Ajay Maken, had
targeted the AAP for the
“scam”.
“The kingpin has been arrest-
ed and the one who gave us
wisdom on morality and hon-
esty says he will run the gov-
ernment from jail,” Thakur
said, noting that somebody
like RJD chief Lalu Prasad
Yadav, convicted in cases relat-
ed to fodder scam, at least
chose to install his wife in his
place before being arrested.
The relations of this “corrupt”
party with those liquor or spu-
rious liquor traders need to be
found out, he said, slamming
Mann’s alleged silence over the

tragedy.
With Kejriwal refusing to join
the probe before his arrest by
claiming that the summons
issued by the Enforcement
Directorate was illegal and part
of the BJP’s political vendetta,
Thakur noted how Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
presented himself for ques-
tioning when he was the
Gujarat chief minister.
Modi asserted the supremacy
of law and came out stronger,
he said, hitting out at Kejriwal
and also the Congress, which
has claimed the Income Tax
department’s recent action
against it is driven by the Modi
government’s vendetta to crip-
ple its finances during the
polls.
The Congress did not file IT
returns in time and thinks it is
above the law, he said, accus-
ing the party of arrogance.
Thakur said the people of the
country believe in Prime
Minister Modi’s guarantees of
development and action against
corruption. They can see that
action against the corrupt is
happening, he added.
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The BJP on Saturday morn-
ing strongly reacted to the

Aam Aadmi Party’s remark
that Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal will run the
Government from jail, saying
only “gangs” run from inside
the prison.  Meanwhile, BJP
workers led by party’s Delhi
chief Virendra Sachdeva on
Saturday staged a dharna near
Rajghat pledging to fight
against the corruption of the
Kejriwal Government.
Before sitting on the protest,
BJP members went as a dele-
gation to pay floral tributes at
Mahatma Gandhi’s memorial,
singing the bhajan “Raghupati
Raghav” and pledging to con-
tinue the struggle against cor-
ruption. Sachdeva congratu-
lated Arvind Kejriwal and Aam
Aadmi Party workers for
becoming a dynastic party.
Now this party has joined the
list as Congress 2, Laloo Yadav
2, Pawar 2, Akhilesh 2. Just as
Sunita Kejriwal is managing the

party’s affairs through daily
briefings, now the Aam Aadmi
Party has also joined the list of
dynastic parties, he claimed.
Sachdeva said, “On July 22, the
Lieutenant Governor had rec-
ommended a CBI inquiry, after
which Manish Sisodia went to
jail in February and Sanjay
Singh in October, and then
continuously since November
2, the ED has been sending
notices, but they were ignoring
it, and when they went to
court, even the court com-
pletely rejected it and men-
tioned joining the investigation.
Arvind Kejriwal, who says
there was no scam, then why
was 100 crores taken?”
Earlier, BJP MP Manoj Tiwari
claimed that the people of
Delhi are distributing sweets to
celebrate Arvind Kejriwal’s
arrest. He said the AAP chief
had looted the national capital.
“He has given his life to bring
Delhi to the brink of misery.
The people of Delhi are very
angry with him and that’s why
sweets were distributed after his

arrest. His government has
done no work in Delhi and
they have only looted and filled
their pockets. Kejriwal has
looted Delhi,” he said. Those
who are repeatedly saying they
will run the government from
jail, then remember, we have
seen gangs being run from jail
and not the government,”
Manoj Tiwari said.
Delhi BJP leaders, including
state unit president Virendra
Sachdeva, on Saturday paid
floral tributes to Mahatma
Gandhi at the Rajghat here and
pledged to fight against cor-
ruption. This comes after the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
arrested Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal in an excise
policy-linked money launder-
ing case on Thursday night.
The BJP leaders sang
“raghutapi raghav raja ram” at
the Rajghat.  “We, the BJP
workers, take this oath that we
will always raise our voice first
against corruption and will
always work against corrup-
tion,” they pledged.
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The Delhi High Court has
denied an urgent listing of

the plea filed by Chief Minister
and AAP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal challenging
his arrest and custody in the
case. 
According to highly placed
court sources, the plea is
unlikely to be heard before
March 27 as the court is closed
for Holi. Sources in the AAP
had said his legal team would
request the High Court to
hear the matter urgently,
preferably on Sunday. Earlier,
Kejriwal moved the Delhi High
Court challenging his arrest by
the Enforcement Directorate in
the money laundering case
linked to the alleged Delhi
excise policy scam. 
Kejriwal had approached the
high court for quashing and
setting aside all proceedings
including the summonses
issued against him.
Sources in the Aam Aadmi
Party said his legal team would
request the high court to hear

the matter urgently, prefer-
ably on Sunday.
On Friday, a trial court had
remanded him in ED’s custody
till March 28 “for his detailed
and sustained interrogation”. In
his plea, Kejriwal, who was
apprehended by the ED on
Friday night, contended that
his arrest and remand were
illegal and that he was entitled
to be released from custody
immediately. In that petition,
Kejriwal said he is a “vocal crit-
ic” of the ruling party, an
opposition leader and a part-
ner in the INDIA Bloc, and the
ED, being under the Centre’s
control, has been
“weaponised”.
The ED had arrested Kejriwal
hours after the high court
refused to grant him protection
from coercive action by the
central anti-money laundering
agency. 
The case pertains to alleged
corruption and money laun-
dering in formulating and exe-
cuting the Delhi government’s
excise policy for 2021-22
which was later scrapped.

The Rouse Avenue Court’s
special judge Kaveri Baweja
made a scathing observations
in her order while remanding
Kejriwal to ED custody till
March 28, saying , the provi-
sions under section 19 (power
of arrest) of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) have been “substan-
tially complied with”.
“The investigation conducted
so far revealed the involvement
of accused Arvind Kejriwal in
the conspiracy of in formula-
tion and implementation of the
Excise Policy 2021-22 with a
view to favor certain persons as
also his involvement in seeking
kickbacks from businessmen in

exchange of favour to be grant-
ed to what is being referred to
as the ‘South group’ and in col-
lusion with co-accused Vijay
Nair, Manish Sisodia and other
members/representatives of the
‘South group”, read the order.
It also noted the prosecution’s
allegations that “the totality of
facts and circumstances point-
ed towards the involvement of
accused Arvind Kejriwal in the
entire conspiracy of Delhi
liquor scam.” 
“On the basis of the material
placed before the court, it has
been sought to be submitted
that AAP is the major benefi-
ciary of the proceeds of crime
generated in Delhi liquor scam
and part of proceeds of crime
to the tune of �45 crore was
raised for the election cam-
paign in Goa Assembly elec-
tion in 2021-22 and accord-
ingly in this manner, AAP has
committed offence of money
laundering through accused
Arvind Kejriwal,” the court
said.
It noted the federal agency’s
claims that the examination of

the money trail revealed that
the money which was trans-
ferred to Goa came from four
routes and the statements of
various persons engaged in the
election campaign activities
also revealed that cash pay-
ments were made to them for
work done as survey workers
or managers.
Vijay Nair, the former CEO of
event management company
Only Much Louder (OML)
and part-time AAP worker,
who is a co-accused in the
Delhi Excise Policy scam case,
also f inds his mention.
“Further, as revealed by co-
accused Vijay Nair during
investigation, he lived in a
government bungalow, offi-
cially alloted to a Cabinet
Minister close to the bunga-
low of the accused and is
alleged to have received kick-
backs to the tune of �100 crore
from the ‘South group’ on
behalf of the accused, in
exchange for grant of favours
in group of M/s. Indo Spirits,
even retail zones and L-1
licences,” the order read.

HC denies urgent hearing of Kejriwal arrest plea
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Amid speculations ‘What
Next ‘ , after the arrest of

AAP Convener and Chief
Minister  Arvind Kejriwal, his
wife Sunita Kejriwal, a former
IRS officer, in perhaps her first
such public appearance, read out
his message sent from
Enforcement Directorate cus-
tody on Saturday in which the
AAP chief said he cannot be
kept behind bars for long and he
will return soon to fulfil his
promises to the people. In a mes-
sage from the Enforcement
Directorate’s (ED) custody, the
Delhi chief minister said no bar
can keep him inside and he will
soon return.
The video statement by Sunita
Kejriwal, a former IRS officer
who has so far maintained a dis-
tance from active politics, was
streamed live by the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), a day after a court
here remanded Kejriwal in ED
custody till March 28 “for his

detailed and sustained interro-
gation” regarding his role in the
alleged Delhi excise policy scam.
“Whether inside or outside,
every moment of my life is
dedicated to serving the coun-
try. Every drop of my blood is
dedicated to the country,”
Kejriwal was quoted as saying by
his wife. “Aisi salakhein nahi jo
aapke bhai, bete ko zyada din
andar rakh sakhe(No jail can
keep your brother, your son
inside for long). I will soon come
out and fulfil my promise,” he
said in the message in Hindi.  
BJP’s IT department head Amit
Malviya took a swipe at Sunita
Kejriwal over her remarks that
“there are several forces within
and outside India that are weak-
ening the country”. “Agree with
her completely. She may want to
explain what is AAP MP Raghav
Chadha doing with British
Labour MP Preet K Gill, who
openly advocates K separatism,
mobilises funds for Ks in UK,
funds violent protests outside

India House in London, con-
stantly posts anti-India, anti-
Modi, anti-Hindu stuff on her
social media accounts?” Malviya
posted on X.
Kejriwal said that he was born
to wage struggles and is destined
for bigger challenges in future as
well, so he was not surprised by
his arrest.  He asserted that India
has to be shaped into the
strongest and greatest country in
the world.
“Together, we have to make
India a great country, the
strongest and number one coun-
try in the world. There are
many forces inside and outside
India that are weakening the
country. We need to be cautious
so as to identify these forces and
defeat them,” she said reading
Kejriwal’s message. There are
numerous people and forces in
the country that are patriots.
India must be made to move for-
ward and these forces need to be
united and strengthened, read
the CM’s message.
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The BJP accused the
Congress of having multi-

ple bank accounts and just
three-four of them have been
attached, “not frozen”, for non-
payment of tax dues. It has fur-
ther slammed the Congress
for making misleading state-
ments on the issue sensing its
“imminent” defeat in the Lok
Sabha poll.
“These bank accounts have
not been frozen, they are oper-
ational. You (Congress) can
deposit money in these
accounts and withdraw too,
except Rs 125 crore, which has
been attached by the Income
Tax department due to the
non-payment of dues as per

Income Tax rules,” BJP nation-
al spokesperson Sambit Patra
said.
Referring to media reports, he
said the Congress has about Rs
1,000 crore in its multiple bank
accounts, opened with “multi-
ple PAN” numbers in “viola-
tion of its own party constitu-
tion”. The Congress also has a
fixed asset of worth Rs 500

crore, the BJP leader claimed.
He said the Income Tax
Department has attached
three-four bank accounts of the
Congress due to the non-pay-
ment of outstanding Rs 135
crore as per rules.
He slammed senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi for his
claim that the party doesn't
have funds to even book train
tickets following the freezing of
its accounts.
“Rahul Gandhi is saying there
is  no money with the
Congress to even buy train
tickets while he is seen trav-
elling by chartered plane
every day,” the BJP leader
charged and demanded the
Congress leader give a “tech-
nical answer, instead of polit-
ical” on the issue.

Congress has multiple accounts,
just four attached not frozen: BJP
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Taking exception to certain
remarks by Germany

regarding Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kerjriwal’s arrest in
the liquor policy case, New
Delhi on Saturday termed them
as “interfering in our judicial
process” and summoned
Deputy Head of Mission of the
Germany embassy here to
lodge its protest.
German deputy head of mis-
sion George Enzweiler was
called by Ministry of External
Affairs(MEA)here to register
India’s strong protest, it was
learnt.
A MEA statement said “the
German Deputy Chief of
Mission in New Delhi was
summoned today and con-
veyed India’s strong protest on
their Foreign Office
Spokesperson’s comments on
our internal affairs. We see such
remarks as interfering in our
judicial process and under-
mining the independence of
our judiciary.
India is a vibrant and robust
democrary with rule of law. As
in all legal cases in the country,
and elsewhere in the democ-
ratic world, law will take its
own course in the instant mat-
ter. Biased assumptions made
on this account are most
unwarranted.”
The complaint comes hours

after the German Foreign
Ministry said they expected
Kejriwal to get a fair and
impartial trial as India is a
democratic nation.
“We have taken note, India is
a democratic country. We
assume and expect that the
standards relating to indepen-
dence of Judiciary and basic
democratic principles will also
be applied in this case. Like
anyone facing accusations, Mr
Kejriwal is entitled to a fair and
impartial trial, this includes he
can make use of all available
legal avenues without restric-
tions. The presumption of
innocence is a central element
of the rule of law and must
apply to him,” the spokesperson
of the German Foreign
Ministry said earlier.
Kejriwal was on Thursday
night arrested by the
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate(ED)in the excise
policy-linked money launder-
ing case.
The arrest, the first of a serv-
ing chief minister, came hours
after the Delhi High Court
refused to grant protection to
the AAP national convenor
from any coercive action by the
central probe agency.
The case pertains to alleged
corruption and money laun-
dering in formulating and exe-
cuting the Delhi government's
excise policy for 2021-22,
which was later scrapped.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday paid

tribute to socialist icon Ram
Manohar Lohia on his 114th
birth anniversary, saying he
was a pillar of politics in
independent India after play-
ing an active role in the free-
dom movement. He will
always be remembered for his
robust socialist views, Modi
said in a post in Hindi on X.
Born in Uttar Pradesh, Lohia
is credited with shaping the
polit ics  centred on the
empowerment of traditional-
ly deprived communities,
playing a key role in boosting
opposition forces against the
then-dominant Congress.
In another post in Hindi,

Modi paid homage to revolu-
tionary freedom fighters
Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and
Rajguru, who were hanged by
the British for their role in the
Lahore conspiracy case. The
nation is reverently remem-
bering the sacrifice of these
“true sons of Ma Bharti”,
Modi said, paying tribute to
the trio on 'Shaheed Diwas'.
The three revolutionaries
joined hands to oppose
British rule,  with Singh
throwing a bomb in the
Central Legislative Assembly
in April 1929. The bomb was
not intended to kill anyone
but to highlight their protest.
They were hanged on this day
in 1931. All three of them
were less than 25 years old at
the time of their deaths.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh this year will play

Holi with troops at world’s high-
est battlefield Siachen Glacier on
Sunday.
He said on Saturday he will visit
Siachen area — the world's
highest battlefield — on March
24 and celebrate Holi with the
armed forces personnel
deployed there. The festival of
colour will be celebrated from
March 24-25.
“Tomorrow, 24th March, I shall
be in Siachen, the world's high-
est battlefield. Looking forward
to celebrate Holi with the Armed
Forces personnel deployed
there,” Rajnath posted on X.
The Siachen Glacier at the height
of around 20,000 ft in the
Karakoram range is known as
the highest militarised zone in
the world where the soldiers
have to battle frostbite and high
winds
Avalanches and landslides are
common at the glacier during
the winters and temperatures
can drop to as low as minus 60
degrees Celsius.
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Observing that preventive
detention is a draconian

measure and any such move

based on a capricious or rou-
tine exercise of powers must
be nipped in the bud, the
Supreme Court has set aside
a Telangana High Court order
rejecting a detenu's appeal.
A bench headed by Chief
Justice of  India D Y
Chandrachud on Thursday
said the essential concept of
preventive detention is that
the detention of a person is
not to punish him for some-
thing he has done but to pre-
vent him from doing it.
“Inability on the part of the
state's police machinery to
tackle the law-and-order sit-
uation should not be an

excuse to invoke the jurisdic-
tion of preventive detention,”
the bench also comprising
Justice J B Pardiwala and
Justice Manoj Misra said.
“Preventive detention being a
draconian measure, any order
of detention as a result of a
capricious or routine exercise
of powers must be nipped in
the bud. It must be struck
down at the first available
threshold,” the top court said.
The appellant was arrested
under the Telangana
Prevention of Dangerous
Activities Act of 1986 on the
order of the Rachakonda
police commissioner in

Telangana on September 12
last year. Four days later, the
Telangana High Court reject-
ed the man's petition, assail-
ing the detention order.
The Supreme Court, in its
recent order, said the law is
well settled that the power
under any enactment relating
to preventive detention has to
be exercised with great care,
caution and restraint.
It said that the pendency of
prosecution is no bar to an
order of preventive deten-
tion and an order of preven-
tive detention is also not a bar
to prosecution.
“We are of the view that mere

registration of the two FIRs
for the alleged offences of rob-
bery etc. Could not have been
made the basis to invoke the
provisions of the Act 1986 for
the purpose of preventively
detaining the appellant here-
in on the assumption that he
is a “GOONDA” as defined
under Section 2(g) of the Act
1986.
“What has been alleged
against the appellant detenu
could be said to have raised
the problems relating to law
and order but we find it dif-
f icult  to say that  they
impinged on public order,” the
bench said.

Preventive detention based on capricious exercise of powers must be nipped in bud: SC
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The National Council of
Educational Research and

Training (NCERT) will release
a new syllabus and textbooks
for Classes 3 to 6 while there
will be no change in the cur-
riculum and textbooks for
other grades for the academic
year 2024-25 commencing
from April 1, according to
CBSE officials.
The NCERT has informed the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) that new syl-
labi and textbooks for classes 3
and 6 are currently under
development and will soon be
released, the CBSE said in a
communication sent to affili-
ated schools.
“Consequently, schools are
advised to follow these new syl-
labi and textbooks for classes 3
and 6 in place of textbooks
published by NCERT till the
year 2023,” said Joseph

Emmanuel, Director
(Academics), CBSE.
“Additionally, a bridge course
for class 6, and concise guide-
lines for class 3 are being devel-
oped by the NCERT for facil-
itating a seamless transition for
students to new pedagogical
practices and areas of study
aligned with new curriculum
framework, 2023. These
resources will be disseminated
to all the schools online once
they are received from NCERT.
“The Board will also organize
capacity-building programs for

school heads and Teachers to
orient them with the new
teaching learning perspectives
as envisioned in NEP-2020,” he
added in the letter.
In a revision of the National
Curriculum Framework (NCF)
after 18 years, the Ministry of
Education had last year notified
the changes. The NCF had
undergone four revisions in the
past - in 1975, 1988, 2000, and
2005.The council is in process
of preparing new school text-
books in line with the new
national curriculum frame-

work for school education
(NCF-SE) 2023 as a part of the
implementation of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
“There will be no change in the
Curriculum and textbooks for
other classes for the academic
year 2024-25 commencing
from April 1, 2024,” he said.
The NCF for the foundational
stage (FS) was launched by the
Ministry of Education in 2022
and according to the curricu-
lum framework, the NCERT
developed and collected the
learning-teaching material
(LTM).
Toys, puzzles, puppetry,
posters, flash cards, worksheets
and attractive storybooks are
part of the “Jaadui Pitara”
launched by the Ministry of
Education for learning at the
foundational stage.
In 2022, the NCERT had ratio-
nalised the syllabi of classes 6
to 12 to “reduce the content
load” on students in light of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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As wildlife  traf f ickers
migrate to online plat-

forms in the digital age,
exploiting the anonymity and
its reach, countries across the
world including India have
started sharing their best
practices and strategies to
help the global wildlife body
Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) frame universal
guidelines, a first to combat
the illegal trade of endangered
species on e-commerce plat-
forms and social media.  
“The goal is to compile a
comprehensive set of guide-
lines aimed at curbing the ille-
gal trade of endangered
species on e-commerce plat-
forms and social media. The
CITES in its recent order On
March 13,  has urged member
nations to contribute their
expertise and experiences in

combating wildlife crime in
the online space.
“This includes sharing suc-
cessful legislative measures,
collaborative initiatives, tech-
nological solutions,  and
model domestic measures for
addressing wildlife crime
linked to the internet .
Additionally, methodologies
used by agencies to regulate
legal commerce and combat
illegal trade of CITES species
online are also requested, “
said an official from the
Union Environment Ministry.
Through this collective effort,
CITES intends to develop a
robust framework that can be
universally adopted to address
the challenges posed by
wildlife trafficking on the
internet. By leveraging the
knowledge and resources of
its  diverse membership,
CITES aims to strengthen
global efforts in protecting
endangered species in the
digital age.
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The Congress on Saturday
reiterated its demand for

a Supreme Court-monitored
SIT probe into the electoral
bonds issue, alleging that the
“opaque scheme” ensured that
prepaid, postpaid and even
post-raid bribes could be
routed through the banking
channel.
At a press conference,
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh attacked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, alleging that the person
who gave a guarantee of
'bringing back black money',
instead “legalized corruption
and is desperately trying to
hide it”.
The opposition party also
released a “python code” due
to which, it claimed, it took
less than 15 seconds to match
the donors with political par-
ties, “exposing the brazen and

ridiculous claim of the SBI
that it would take months to
provide the data asked by
the Supreme Court”.
The Congress has highlight-
ed four patterns of “blatant
corruption” in the “electoral
bonds scam -- Chanda Do,
Dhanda Lo i.E. Prepaid Bribe;
'Theka Lo, Rishvat Do i.E.
Postpaid Bribe; Hafta Vasooli
i.E. Extortion/Post-raid Bribe;
Farzi Company i.E. Shell
Companies”, he said.
Ramesh alleged that the
analysis using the code has
brought to light that 38 cor-
porate groups which have got
179 major contracts and pro-
jects approvals from the cen-
tral or BJP state governments
have donated electoral bonds.
These companies have got a
total worth of Rs 3.8 lakh
crore in projects and con-
tracts, in exchange for Rs
2,004 crore in electoral bonds
donations to the BJP, Ramesh
claimed.
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Messages of support
wishing Britain’s
Princess of Wales, Kate

Middleton, a speedy recovery
have been pouring in from
around the world on Saturday
after the 42-year-old revealed
she is in the early stages of pre-
ventative chemotherapy after
being diagnosed with cancer.
In an emotional personal video
message released by Kensington
Palace on Friday, the mother of
Princes George, 10, and Louis,
5, and Princess Charlotte, 8, said
her young family had been
absorbing the news since the
“huge shock” of the cancer
diagnosis and requested for
“space and privacy” as she com-
pletes her treatment.
Her father-in-law, King Charles
III who is also undergoing

treatment for cancer, praised her
for her “courage in speaking as
she did”.
“Following their time in hospi-
tal together, His Majesty has
remained in the closest contact
with his beloved daughter-in-
law throughout the past weeks.
Both Their Majesties [Charles
and Camilla] will continue to
offer their love and support to
the whole family through this
difficult time,” Buckingham
Palace said in a statement.
British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak also referenced Kate’s
“tremendous bravery” and con-
demned the “intense scrutiny”
she had been subjected to on
social media with reference to
her recovery since her abdom-
inal surgery in January.
“When it comes to matters of
health, like everyone else, she
must be afforded the privacy to

focus on her treatment and
with her loving family. I know
I speak for the whole country in
wishing her a full and speedy
recovery and look forward to
seeing her back in action when
she’s ready,” said Sunak in a
statement posted on X.
Opposition Labour Party
Leader said the Princess has “the
love and support of not just her
whole family, but the whole
nation too” during this “dis-
tressing time”.
From around the world, US
President Joe Biden wrote on X
that he and his wife Jill “join
millions around the world in
praying for your full recovery,
Princess Kate”.
Prince Harry and Meghan, the
Duke and Duchess of Sussex
who are based in California,
shared a message of support for
their sister-in-law in a state-

ment, saying: “We wish health
and healing for Kate and the
family, and hope they are able
to do so privately and in peace.”
French President Emmanuel
Macron wrote on X: “In this dif-
ficult period you are going
through, Brigitte and I wish you

a full recovery. “Your strength
and resilience inspire us all.”
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau wrote: “On behalf of
Canadians, I’m sending my
support as she undergoes treat-
ment. We’re all wishing her a
swift recovery.”

Hashtags such as
“WeLoveYouCatherine” and
“GetWellSoonCatherine” were
trending social media soon
after the video message as
celebrities, cancer survivors and
medics all added to the mes-
sages of support. Catherine,
Princess of Wales, was last seen
in public at Christmas time last
year and was recently filmed by
a member of the public out
shopping with husband, Prince
William, near their home in
Windsor.
“Having William by my side is
a great source of comfort and
reassurance too,” said Kate in
her message, which was record-
ed earlier this week by BBC
Studios.
Seated on a garden bench in
Windsor, the Princess’ voice
cracked in places as she shared
that when she underwent

“major abdominal surgery” in
London in January, it was
thought that her condition was
non-cancerous.
“However, tests after the oper-
ation found cancer had been
present. My medical team there-
fore advised that I should
undergo a course of preventa-
tive chemotherapy and I am
now in the early stages of that
treatment,” she said.
The future Queen of England
shared that the news had come
as a huge shock and she and
Prince William had been doing
everything they can to process
and manage this privately.
“As you can imagine, this has

taken time. It has taken me time
to recover from major surgery
in order to start my treatment.
But, most importantly, it has
taken us time to explain every-
thing to George, Charlotte and

Louis in a way that is appropri-
ate for them, and to reassure
them that I am going to be ok,”
she said on a note of optimism.
“For everyone facing this dis-
ease, in whatever form, please
do not lose faith or hope. You
are not alone,” she added.
Her palace said the Princess is
in “good spirits” and focused on
her recovery and is “hugely
grateful” to the medical team for
the care they are providing to
her.
“We will not be sharing any fur-
ther private medical informa-
tion. The Princess has a right to
medical privacy, as we all do,”
Kensington Palace said.
Kate started her course of pre-
ventative chemotherapy in late
February and will be focussed
on “making a full recovery”
before announcing a date to
return to her public duties.
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When Vivianne Petit
Frere fled her native
Haiti for Brazil in

2019 and later walked through
the Panamanian jungle and
on to Mexico, where she
opened a restaurant, she always
believed she would eventually
return home. Until now.
With gang violence wracking
Haiti, many of the more than
1 million who have left the
Caribbean nation feel helpless
when they call terrified family
members who can’t leave
because airports are closed
and crossing to the United
States by sea is too risky.
“Before, you could say things
were OK. I knew things weren’t
OK, but I had faith, hope that
it would change one day. We

lost faith. There is no path for-
ward because of the gangs,”
Petit Frere, 36, said at a table of
the restaurant she runs in
downtown Tijuana with her
husband, who also fled Haiti.
The escalating unrest has rever-
berated among those who left
Haiti for Brazil, Chile, Mexico
and the United States. As their
hopes of returning home dim,
decisions lie ahead on how the
US responds to the turmoil in
the country long plagued by
political upheaval, widespread
poverty and natural disasters.
A devastating earthquake in
2010 sent many Haitians to
Brazil and Chile. When Brazil’s
economy tanked in 2016,
Haitians were one of the first
nationalities to make the per-
ilous trek through Panama’s
Darien Gap to the United

States, some crossing the bor-
der from Tijuana to San Diego
and settling in the US with oth-
ers who came before them,
largely in Miami, New York and
Boston.
Haitian Bridge Alliance has
been contacting immigrants
in the United States and
Canada and finding many have
family trapped in gang warfare,
said Guerline Jozef, the advo-
cacy group’s executive director,
whose childhood neighbour-
hood in Port-au-Prince was
ravaged in attacks. Her cousin
was killed by gangs last year.
“It’s not something that we’re
reading on the news. It’s some-
thing that happened to my
own family and that’s the real-
ity for the majority of people in
the diaspora. You start hearing
the realities of my cousin, my

mom, my sister, my dad, and
that becomes very personal,”
Jozef said. Standing on a street
corner in Miami’s “Little Haiti,”
security guard Jude Guillalime
said he speaks often with his two
children in Haiti, who recently
went two days without food or
water. They ask if they can join
him in Florida. He tells them not
to worry. “Everything is bad, ter-
rible,” said Guillalime, 47, a legal
resident in the United States who
applied this year for his children
to come to Florida.
The US is the top destination for
Haitian migrants, and President
Joe Biden’s carrot-and-stick
approach to immigration —
promoting new and expanded
legal pathways while discourag-
ing illegal crossings — has large-
ly worked as intended with
Haitians, despite critics of his

unprecedented use of “parole”
authority to grant entry on
humanitarian grounds.
About 151,000 Haitians arrived
at a US airport after applying
online with a financial sponsor
through February, an option
that is also available to Cubans,
Nicaraguans and Venezuelans.
Illegal land crossings from
Mexico by Haitians plunged as
more entered on two-year parole
with eligibility to work. Haitians
accounted for only 0.02 per cent
of 140,000 Border Patrol arrests
in February. The drop in illegal
crossings has led to fewer depor-
tation flights to Haiti, about one
a month over the past year,
according to Witness at the
Border, an advocacy group that
tracks flight data. That’s down
from daily flights in the imme-
diate aftermath of an encamp-

ment of 16,000 largely Haitian
migrants that formed in the
small Texas border town of Del
Rio in 2021. The administration
also renewed and expanded
Temporary Protected Status for
about 150,000 Haitians under a
law that allows people already in
the United States to remain if
conditions created by natural dis-
aster or civil strife are considered
unsafe. Homeland Security
Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas
must decide whether to renew
Temporary Protected Status
before it expires this year.
Last week, the Coast Guard
returned 65 refugees to Haiti
after stopping them near the
Bahamas, and the Homeland
Security Department said its
current policy to return migrants
intercepted at sea will continue.
“At this time, irregular migration

flows through the Caribbean
remain low,” the department
said in a statement.
Tijuana was a stop for thousands
of Haitians who arrived in 2016
to wait for then-President Barack
Obama to grant entry on parole.
Many bided time in a hard-
scrabble neighbourhood,
renamed “Little Haiti,” while
working in car washes, restau-
rants and factories that produce
goods for export to the United
States. Since then, Haitians have
spread out across the city and
obtained legal status in Mexico,
where Haitians are one of the
largest nationalities seeking asy-
lum and their children are
Mexican citizens by birthright.
Petit Frere planned to live in the
United States but met her hus-
band during her second week in
Tijuana. The couple had a son in

Mexico, making all three
Mexican citizens.  “I came with
my American dream, but
Tijuana claimed me,” Petit Frere
said with a laugh as cooks
worked from a menu that
includes polenta with black
beans and fried fish with banana.
An evangelical Christian church
two blocks away offers Sunday
services in Creole, a sign of how
Haitian culture has permeated
the city. Many Haitians stay in
Mexican border cities only a
short time, perhaps a night or
two at hotels near a border
crossing after getting an
appointment on the CBP One
online appointment app that
was introduced last year. The app
is open to all nationalities, but
location software requires being
in Mexico City or somewhere
north to apply.
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Pakistan President Asif Ali
Zardari on Saturday urged

all political parties to set aside
their differences to tackle the
multiple problems faced by
the cash-strapped country
amidst increasing political
polarisation and a spike in ter-
ror attacks.
Zardari was addressing the
84th Pakistan Day celebrations
and army parade held at the
Parade Ground area here.
The day marks the adoption of
the historic Lahore Resolution
on this day in 1940 which
provided a framework for the
realisation of the goal of a sep-
arate homeland for Muslims of
South Asia.
Saudi Defence Minister Khalid
Bin Salman was the guest of
honour on the occasion.
Zardari inspected the parade of
tri-services and admired the
preparedness of the forces. He
also used the occasion to urge
for building internal consensus
while shunning political dif-
ferences.
“I request all political parties
that they should set aside all
their political issues and work

for the development and pros-
perity of the country,” Zardari,
who was elected as President
earlier this month, said.
Zardari was referring to the
protest by the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) against
the alleged rigging in the elec-
tion and imprisonment of its
leader Imran Khan.
Zardari said that Pakistan was
facing multiple challenges but
the newly-elected government
would address the challenges
faced by the country.
“I am happy that a democrat-
ic government has been set up
after elections. Now it is our
responsibility to tackle all chal-
lenges. I believe that as we did
in the past, we will tackle all
problems and we will take the
country out of the current
troubles,” he said.
He said Pakistani forces were
strong enough to face the threat
and defend the country, adding
that the success of Pakistan
against terrorism has been
acknowledged by the world.
The president said the country
had already set up the Special
Investment Facilitation Centre
(SIFC), including top civil and
military leadership, to make

key decisions regarding devel-
oping important sectors like
mining, agriculture, and infor-
mation technology.
Zardari said that Pakistan being
a peaceful nuclear state was
eager to have good ties with all
neighbours but warned that it
would not tolerate any kind of
aggression. “We will not toler-
ate any kind of effort by ter-
rorists or any group to desta-
bilise our country,” he said,
apparently referring to the
spike in terror attacks in the
country and tensions with
neighbouring Afghanistan.
The president termed the unre-
solved issue of Kashmir as the
main source of instability in the
region and urged the dispute
should be resolved according to
the UN resolutions.

“The people of Pakistan will
always stand by Kashmiris in
their struggle and will always
support them,” he said, reiter-
ating Islamabad’s stated stand.
India has firmly told Pakistan
that Jammu and Kashmir will
always be an integral and
inalienable part of the country.
Zardari also demanded an
immediate ceasefire in Gaza
and urged for the opening of a
humanitarian corridor to pro-
vide timely support to the
besieged people of Gaza.
The president especially
thanked China, Saudi Arabia,
the UAE and Turkiye for pro-
viding support to debt-trapped
Pakistan in difficult times.
The main feature of the day was
the grand military parade in
Islamabad where contingents of
three armed forces and other
security forces conducted a
march past while fighter planes
performed aerobatic maneu-
vers. Separately, Zardari, who
became Pakistan’s president
for a second time, stressed the
nation to participate in the
nation-building process active-
ly, embracing the values of
hard work, integrity, and com-
passion.
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The Senate passed a USD 1.2
trillion package of spending

bills in the early morning hours
on Saturday, a long overdue
action nearly six months into the
budget year that will push any
threats of a government shut-
down to the fall. The bill now
goes to President Joe Biden to be
signed into law.
The vote was 74-24. It came after
funding had expired for the
agencies at midnight, but the
White House sent out a notice
shortly after the deadline
announcing the Office of
Management and Budget had
ceased shutdown preparations
because there was a high degree
of confidence that Congress
would pass the legislation and
the president would sign it on
Saturday.
“Because obligations of federal
funds are incurred and tracked
on a daily basis, agencies will not
shut down and may continue
their normal operations,” the
White House statement said.
Prospects for a short-term gov-
ernment shutdown had
appeared to grow Friday evening
after Republicans and
Democrats battled over pro-
posed amendments to the bill.

Any successful amendments to
the bill would have sent the leg-
islation back to the House,
which had already left town for
a two-week recess.
But shortly before midnight
Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer announced a break-
through.
“It’s been a very long and diffi-
cult day, but we have just reached
an agreement to complete the
job of funding the government,”
Schumer said.
“It is good for the country that
we have reached this bipartisan
deal. It wasn’t easy, but tonight
our persistence has been worth
it.”
While Congress has already
approved money for Veterans
Affairs, Interior, Agriculture
and other agencies, the bill
approved this week is much
larger, providing funding for the
Defence, Homeland Security
and State departments and
other aspects of general gov-
ernment.
The House passed the bill
Friday morning by a vote of
286-134, narrowly gaining the
two-thirds majority needed for
approval. More than 70 per cent
of the money would go to
defence. The vote tally in the
House reflected anger among

Republicans over the content of
the package and the speed with
which it was brought to a vote.
House Speaker Mike Johnson
brought the measure to the
floor even though a majority of
Republicans ended up voting
against it. He said afterward that
the bill “represents the best
achievable outcome in a divid-
ed government”.
In sign of the conservative frus-
tration, Rep. Marjorie Taylor
Greene, R-Ga., initiated an effort
to oust Johnson as the House
began the vote but held off on
further action until the House
returns in two weeks. It’s the
same tool that was used last year
to remove the last Republican
speaker, Kevin McCarthy of
California.
The vote breakdown showed
101 Republicans voting for the
bill and 112 voting against it.
Meanwhile, 185 Democrats
voted for the bill and 22 against.
Rep. Kay Granger, the
Republican chair of the House
Appropriations Committee that
helped draft the package,
stepped down from that role
after the vote. She said she
would stay on the committee to
provide advice and lead as a
teacher for colleagues when
needed.
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India has signed an additional
grant of Sri Lanka Rupees 150

million to build houses and
infrastructure facilities in the
Buddhist sacred town of
Anuradhapura, the Indian High
Commission has said.
With this, the Indian govern-
ment’s total commitment to the
project currently stands at SLR
450 million for the construction
of houses and infrastructure
facilities in Sobitha Thero village
of Anuradhapura. The late
Sobhitha Thero was an iconic
Buddhist monk in the island
nation’s good governance move-
ment. “Responding to the dras-
tic changes in the economic
landscape of Sri Lanka, the
Government of India decided to
infuse additional funds into nine
ongoing grant projects to expe-
ditiously complete these pro-
jects, while also minimising the
impact of the sharp rise in the
cost of construction materials on
the original scope of projects. The
extent of additional funds is up
to 50 per cent of the original com-
mitment by GOI in each of the
nine projects,” the Indian High
Commission said.
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Russia unleashed one of its
most devastating attacks
against Ukraine’s electric sector
on Friday, an aerial assault it
said was retaliation for recent
strikes inside Russia and which
could signal an escalation of the
war just days after President
Vladimir Putin cemented his
grip on power in a preor-
dained election.
Many Ukrainians were plunged
into darkness across several
cities, at least five people were
killed, and damage to the coun-
try’s largest hydroelectric plant
briefly cut off power to a
nuclear plant that has been a
safety risk throughout the war.
Russia fired off more than 60
exploding drones and 90 mis-
siles in what Ukrainian officials
described as the most brutal
attack against its energy infra-
structure since the full-scale
war began in early 2022.
Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-
largest city, sustained the most
damage, officials said, and the

attack came a day after Russia
had fired 31 missiles into the
Ukrainian capital of Kyiv.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has been
urging Western allies for weeks
to provide it with additional
air-defense systems and ammu-
nition, a period in which $60
billion in US aid has been
held up by divisions in
Congress.
“With Russian missiles, there
are no delays, like with aid
packages to our state,”
Zelenskyy said. “It is important
to understand the cost of delays
and postponed decisions.”
Russia’s defence ministry called
Friday attacks “strikes of retri-
bution”. Ukraine has increased
shelling of Russia’s Belgorod
region along its northeast bor-
der and has launched drone
strikes targeting Russian oil
refineries and other energy
facilities.
Ukraine’s latest strike inside
Russia on Friday killed one and
injured at least three, according
to local officials.

Putin has described Ukrainian
attacks on Belgorod and other
regions as an effort to frighten
residents and derail the high-
ly orchestrated election that
ended Sunday. And he vowed
to strike back.
The day after he declared vic-
tory, Putin said Russia would
seek to create a buffer zone
inside eastern Ukraine to help
protect against long-range
strikes and cross-border raids.
Russia has made progress on
the battlefield in recent months
against exhausted Ukrainian
troops struggling with a short-
age of manpower and ammu-
nition along the front line that
stretches over 1,000 km (620
miles).
When Putin invaded in 2022,
he called it a “special military
operation,” and his officials
have mostly eschewed the word
“war”. But in a change of
rhetoric Friday that may herald
a new escalation, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told
a Russian newspaper that
“when the collective West

became a participant in this on
the side of Ukraine, for us it
already became a war”.
In the winter of 2022-23, Russia
targeted Ukraine’s energy infra-
structure, causing frequent
blackouts across the country.
Many in Ukraine and the West
expected that Russia might
repeat this strategy this winter,
but Russia instead focused its
strikes on Ukraine’s defence
industries.
While launching the strikes,
Russia has combined sophisti-
cated ballistic and cruise mis-
siles with waves of cheap
Iranian-made Shahed drones in
a bid to oversaturate and weak-
en Ukrainian air defences.
Volodymyr Kudrytskyi, head of
the national utility Ukrenergo,
described Friday’s barrage as
the largest assault on Ukraine’s
energy infrastructure since the
full-scale war began. “This
attack was especially dangerous
because the adversary com-
bined different means of attack,
kamikaze drones, ballistic and
cruise missiles,” he said.
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Two Chinese coast guard
ships fired at a Philippine

supply boat with water cannon
on Saturday in the latest con-
frontation near a disputed
South China Sea shoal, causing
heavy damage to the wooden
vessel, Philippine officials said.
It was not immediately clear if
the Philippine navy crew was
injured, or whether their dam-
aged boat, the Unaizah May 4,
managed to maneuver past the
Chinese coast guard blockade
to deliver supplies to Philippine
forces manning a territorial
outpost in the nearby Second
Thomas Shoal. It’s the second
time this month the Unaizah
May 4 has been damaged dur-
ing an attempt to resupply the
outpost.
The shoal has been occupied by
a small contingent of Philippine
navy personnel on a marooned
warship since the late 1990s,
but has recently been sur-
rounded by Chinese coast
guard and suspected militia

vessels in an increasingly tense
territorial standoff.
Aside from China and the
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia,
Taiwan and Brunei also have
overlapping claims in the
resource-rich and busy water-
way, a key global trade route.
The United States lays no
claims to the strategic waters
but has deployed Navy ships
and fighter jets in what it calls
“freedom of navigation” oper-
ations, which have been criti-

cised by China.
A Philippine coast guard ship
that was escorting the Unaizah
May 4 was also blocked and
surrounded by a Chinese coast
guard ship and two suspected
militia vessels, Philippine coast
guard spokesperson
Commodore Jay Tarriela said.
The escort ship, BRP Cabra,
was “isolated from the resup-
ply boat due to the irresponsi-
ble and provocative behaviour
of the Chinese maritime forces”,

Tarriela said, adding that the
Chinese forces were disre-
garding international regula-
tions aimed at preventing col-
lisions at sea.
Video released by the
Philippine military shows two
Chinese coast guard ships hit-
ting a smaller wooden-hulled
boat with high-pressure water
cannon sprays at close range,
causing the boat to shift in the
high seas.
The Philippine military said
without elaborating that its
chartered boat “sustained sig-
nificant damage”.
There was no immediate state-
ment from Chinese officials in
Manila or in Beijing.
Chinese coast guard previ-
ously blasted the Unaizah
May 4 with high-pressure
water cannon blasts in a con-
frontation near the Second
Thomas Shoal on March 5,
shattering its windshield and
slightly injuring a Filipino
admiral and four of his men
with glass shards and splin-
ters of debris.
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India has a robust regulatory
framework for its 548 seafood
units and it has set up world-class

facilities in the fish processing sector,
which are regularly inspected and
monitored by various government
agencies, the commerce ministry
said on Saturday.
The statement comes in the
backdrop of some reports alleging
food safety and bad labour
conditions in the Indian shrimp
industry.
It said that all its units are registered
with MPEDA (Marine Products
Export Development Authority)
and FSSAI (Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India) and
approved by EIC (export inspection
council) as mandated by the law.
Additionally, 46 independent pre-
processing units are registered by
the authority.
The shrimp hatcheries and
aquaculture farms are registered
with the Coastal Aquaculture
Authority (CAA) and State
Fisheries Departments based on
their respective locations.

MPEDA also enrols aquafarms to
bolster the traceability system of
aquaculture products and adhere to
national and international
regulatory provisions, including
Seafood Import Monitoring
Programme (SIMP) of the US.
“The production and processing
systems are regularly monitored by
regulatory agencies in India and are
subjected to audits by inspectors of
the US FDA (Food and Drug
Administration), European
Commission, GAC of China,
Export Inspection Agency,
MPEDA, etc., in addition to scores
of private and certification audits,” it
said.
It added that the pre-processing and
processing units follow a HACCP
(Hazard Analysis and Critical
Control Point)-based food safety
management system as per the US
Code of Federal Regulations.
It also said that to promote safety of
products, the usage of
pharmacologically active
substances has been banned in
aquaculture since 2002.
The national regulations and
monitoring measures such as the

National Residue Control Plan,
ELISA screening labs, in-house
labs, and pre-export checks ensure
that the food safety hazards,
including antibiotic residues, do not
enter the product value chain and
pose any consumer health risk.
“The inter-departmental task forces
in states monitor hatcheries, farms,
aquaculture input shops and feed
mills and punish the violators to
curtail the sale and usage of
unauthorized inputs, including
banned antibiotics in the
aquaculture sector,” it added.
The ministry said that measures
have been taken to impose a ban on
the usage of the two antibiotics
Chloramphenicol and Nitrofuran in
all food-producing animal systems.
MPEDA has also initiated a
certification scheme, ‘Shaphari’, for
the production of quality produce.
The ministry said that to maintain
excellent levels of hygiene and
safety, all the technicians and
workers in the pre-processing and
processing units, along with the
farmers, technicians, and workers
in hatcheries and farms, receive
extensive training on sanitary

practices, food safety hazards, and
good management practices.
These training programmes are
conducted by various agencies,
including MPEDA, EIAs (export
inspection agencies), NaCSA
(National Centre for Sustainable
Aquaculture), state departments,
and ICAR (Indian Council of
Agricultural Research) institutes,
underscoring the commitment to

the welfare of the workers and the
quality of the products.
Further, it said that any entity
engaged in business activity is
licensed by the local governing
body and is obliged to follow the
labour welfare laws prescribed by
the Union and state governments.
“The seafood pre-processing and
processing units maintain all
records related to processing,

quality checks, employee training,
and other requirements of the
applicable regulations and rules,” it
said, adding that they periodically
provide the services of a registered
medical practitioner to address
workers’ health issues.
It added that the State Labour
Department regularly monitors the
activities of both organised and
unorganised sectors involved in
aquaculture and fish processing.
“It takes appropriate action to
protect the interest and welfare of
the labourers. India is steadfast in its
commitment to producing quality
seafood products free from health
hazards,” the ministry said.
This commitment is upheld
through the adoption of sustainable
practices to meet domestic and
international market demand, it
said, adding, India has also
established world-class facilities in
the fish processing sector, which are
regularly inspected and monitored
by various government agencies.
“We strongly refute the allegations
levelled against the Indian shrimp
farming and processing sector,” it
said.

India achieved record exports of
seafood both in terms of volume
and value (both USD and Rupee) by
shipping 17,35,286 tonnes of
seafood worth Rs 63,969.14 crore
(USD 8.09 billion) during the 2022-
23 fiscal.
During FY23, the export improved
in quantity terms by 26.73 per cent,
in rupee terms by 11.08 per cent, in
USD terms by 4.31 per cent.
Frozen shrimp remained the major
export item in terms of both
quantity and value while the US and
China turned out to be the major
importers of India’s seafood.
Frozen shrimp, which earned Rs
43,135.58 crore (USD 5,481.63
million), retained its position as the
most significant item in the basket
of seafood exports.
Frozen shrimp accounted for a
share of 40.98 per cent in quantity
and 67.72 per cent of the total USD
earnings.
The overall export of frozen
shrimps during 2022-23 was pegged
at 7,11,099 tonnes.
The US imported 2,75,662 tonnes
of frozen shrimp, followed by China
at 1,45,743 tonnes. 

India has robust regulatory for seafood units: Commerce Ministry

PTI n NEW DELHI

The government has allowed
Abu Dhabi National Oil

Company (Adnoc) to export
crude oil it has stored in under-
ground strategic storages at
Mangalore to give operational
flexibility to the foreign firm, an
order of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry said on
Saturday.
At present, crude oil, which is
the raw material for producing
fuels like petrol and diesel, is
not allowed to be exported
except through the state-
owned Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC).
In an order, the ministry said
the condition of export being
allowed only through IOC will
continue, but “AMI (Adnoc
Marketing International
(India) RSC Limited India) is
exempted from STE
conditions and is allowed to
re-export crude oil from their
commercial stockpile at
Mangalore strategic petroleum
reserve, at their own cost”. 
India, the world’s third-biggest
oil importer and consumer,
imports over 85 per cent of its

oil needs and has built
strategic storages at three
locations to store up to 5.33
million tonnes of oil as
insurance against any supply
disruption.
The storage at Visakhapatnam
(1.33 million tonnes) in
Andhra Pradesh, Mangalore
(1.5 million tonnes), and
Padur (2.5 million tonnes) in
Karnataka can meet about 9
days of national demand.
The Indian Strategic
Petroleum Reserve Ltd has
leased half of the 1.5 million
tonne capacity in Mangalore
storage to Adnoc. The
remaining was retained by
ISPRL.
The idea behind leasing the
storage to foreign companies
was that they could store oil for
sale to domestic refiners. But
in case of an emergency, India
held the first right on oil usage.
Adnoc had sought permission
for the export of its oil from
the cavern in cases where it
could not find buyers in Indian
refiners.
After the notification, Adnoc
can now export oil stored in
the Mangalore storage. 

Government allows UAE
Adnoc to export oil from
Indian strategic storage

PTI n NEW DELHI

E-commerce major Amazon
on Saturday said it is revis-

ing its seller fees on account of
inflation and interest rates, as
well as to match the industry-
prevalent fee structures.
Starting April 7, Amazon.In is
revising its fee structure,
including referral fees, closing
fees, and weight handling fees
besides other ancillary fee
heads, for sellers on its
marketplace.
“These revisions take into
consideration various
macroeconomic factors such
as inflation, interest rates,
operational costs etc, and
align with industry-prevalent
fee patterns,” the company
said.
Referral fees will be reduced

in categories like apparel,
bedsheets, cushion covers,
and dinnerware, and
increased in categories like
business and scientific
supplies, chimneys, laptop
sleeves and bags, and tires, a
company statement said.
Closing Fee has been
increased by Rs 3 for average
selling price of more than Rs

1,000. Weight handling fee has
been increased by Rs 2, in line
with inflationary increase in
shipping costs, it said.
“We recognise seller fees and
incentives as strong long-term
levers that will help sustain a
robust thriving marketplace,
focused on digitising small
and medium businesses in the
country and enabling them to

grow into strong national
brands. 
“These changes reflect our
commitment to make
Amazon.In one of the most
preferred marketplaces for
selling in India and creating
right choices for sellers to
grow efficiently,” says an
Amazon India spokesperson.
The other fee heads include
technology fees, and pick and
pack fees. Zero Fee fulfilment
policy has been removed, due
to which weight handling
shipping fee will now be
charged for standard-sized
shipments priced over Rs
20,000 effective from April 30,
2024.
Amazon said it will apply 18
per cent GST (goods and
services tax) to all the fee
types listed. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Amid Quantum Mutual Fund
voting against the proposed

delisting of ICICI Securities,
the largest public shareholder
Norges Fund Investment Bank
has voted in favour of the pro-
posal of the stock broking arm
of ICICI Bank.
The foreign fund, which holds
nearly 3.25 per cent stake in
ICICI Securities, voted in
favour on Thursday, the first
day of e-voting, as per the
information posted on the
website of Norges Fund
Investment Bank.
The e-voting will remain open
till March 26.
The move of the Norway-
based Norges Bank provided a
shot in the arm of ICICI
Securities’ plan to delist itself as
it needs two-thirds of the
public shareholders’ support to

pass the resolution.
However, Quantum Mutual
Fund, which holds a 0.09 per
cent stake in ICICI Securities,
voted against the resolution on
Thursday.
Quantum Mutual Fund
opposed the delisting as it did
not find the swap share ratio

lucrative to the shareholders of
ICICI Securities.
As per the scheme of
arrangement, shareholders of
ICICI Securities will get 67
shares of ICICI Bank for every
100 shares they hold.
Public shareholders
collectively hold nearly 25 per

cent stake in the company.
Now, the fate of the resolution
hinges on how the remaining
public shareholders vote.
Life Insurance Corporation is
the second biggest public
shareholder, with a 2.5 per cent
stake in ICICI Securities.
Indian insurance companies,
including LIC, hold a 3.5 per
cent stake, while mutual funds
hold a 2 per cent stake.
The total shareholding of
foreign portfolio investors is 10
per cent.
Resident Indians hold nearly 6
per cent. ICICI Bank is the
promoter of the company, with
nearly 75 per cent
shareholding.
ICICI Securities announced
the plan to delist in June 2023.
If the resolution goes through,
ICICI Securities will eventually
become a wholly-owned
subsidiary of ICICI Bank. 

Amazon India revises seller fee structures

Norges Bank of Norway supports
ICICI Securities delisting

PTI n NEW DELHI

World Cooperation
Economic Forum is tar-

geting to establish 500 campus
cooperatives in universities
across the country to attract
youth to this movement.
According to a statement on
Saturday, World Cooperation
Economic Forum (WCopEF),
along with the National
Cooperative Union of India
(NCUI) and Confederation of
NGOs of Rural India (CNRI),
will work to establish and
promote ‘Campus
Cooperative’ across various
universities in the country.
Under the new initiative, the
forum said that it is planning
to set up a ‘Campus
Cooperative’ at Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) in the
national capital.
“There is a much greater
emphasis on the cooperative
sector across the country, but
the participation of youths
holds the key to taking the
movement forward,” Dileep
Sanghani, Founder of
WCopEF, said.
“Campus Cooperative could
just be the right approach to
attract talented youths to the

sector and propel it to greater
heights,” said Sanghani, who is
also the Chairman of IFFCO,
and President of NCUI.
Binod Anand, Executive
President of WCopEF, said,
“The whole idea behind the
move is to make university
campuses self-sufficient as
much as possible.”
The campus cooperatives can
play a huge role in fulfilling the
requirements of students for
various products, including
food items.
“While it will provide an
opportunity for students to
learn the skills of businesses as
well as leadership, it will also
provide direct access to
farmers by eliminating
middlemen,” said Anand, who
is also a member of the
government-constituted panel
to strengthen the minimum
support price (MSP) system.
Leading cooperative sector
experts have come together to
form the WCopEF, which
endeavours to promote
cooperative movement.
The forum would also raise
issues and concerns of the
sector with the governments
and other stakeholders around
the globe. 

World Cooperation Economic
Forum aims to create 500 campus
cooperatives in universities

PTI n NEW DELHI

The government has extend-
ed the export ban on onion

till further orders to increase
domestic availability and keep its
prices under check.
Earlier, it was prohibited till
March 31 this year.
“Export prohibition on export
of onions valid till 31st March
2024, is extended until further
orders,” the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) has said in a
notification dated March 22.
DGFT is an arm of the
ministry which deals with
exports and imports-related
issues.
On December 8, 2023, the
government banned export of

onions.
In the 2023 rabi season, onion
production was estimated to be
at 22.7 million tonnes.
The export of onions to

friendly countries is allowed
on a case-to-case basis after
approval from the inter-
ministerial group.
The government has permitted

exports of 64,400 tonnes of
onion to the UAE and
Bangladesh through the
National Cooperative Exports
Ltd (NCEL).
Earlier, the Centre, in October
2023, had decided to step up
the sale of buffer onion stock at
a subsidised rate of Rs 25 per
kg in retail markets in order to
provide relief to consumers.
To control prices, the
government has earlier taken
several steps. It had imposed a
minimum export price (MEP)
of USD 800 per tonne on
onion exports on October 28
till December 31, 2023.
In August, India had imposed
a 40 per cent export duty on
onions up to December 31,
2023.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Office space demand across
six major cities continues to

be strong, with gross leasing of
workspaces set to rise 35 per cent
annually in the January-March
quarter, according to Colliers
India. 
Real estate consultant Colliers
India has released the data on
the office market for the
January-March period, nine
days before the closing of the
current quarter. 
As per the data, the total gross
leasing of office space is
estimated to rise to 13.6
million square feet across six
major cities — Bengaluru,
Delhi-NCR, Mumbai,
Chennai, Hyderabad and Pune
— during the first quarter of
2024.
The leasing stood at 10.1
million square feet (sq ft) in the
year-ago period.
The demand is set to grow in
Hyderabad, Mumbai,
Bengaluru and Delhi-NCR,
but may fall in Chennai.
In Pune, the demand is likely
to remain flat at 0.8 million sq
ft.
According to the data, the
leasing of office space in
Hyderabad is estimated to
jump more than two times to
2.9 million square feet during
January-March from 1.3

million square feet in the year-
ago period.
In Mumbai, the demand is
expected to surge 90 per cent
to 1.9 million sq ft from 1
million sq ft.
Office space leasing in
Bengaluru is set to rise 25 per
cent to 4 million sq ft from 3.2
million sq ft.
In Delhi-NCR, the demand is
expected to rise 14 per cent to
2.5 million sq ft from 2.2
million sq ft.
Office demand in Chennai is
estimated to fall 6 per cent to
1.5 million sq ft during
January-March this year
compared to 1.6 million square
feet in the year-ago period.
Gross absorption or leasing
data does not include lease

renewals, pre- commitments
and those deals where only a
letter of intent has been signed.
When asked about the reason
for releasing the data well
before the quarter ends,
Colliers India said the
company “considers only
closed transactions while
accounting for the gross
absorption (leasing) numbers.
Larger and major deals
expected to close have been
factored in, as only 3 working
days of the quarter are left in
the coming week”. 
Commenting on the trend,
Arpit Mehrotra, Managing
Director-Office Services,
Colliers India, said Hyderabad
continues to strengthen its role
as a prominent commercial

office market in the country.
“The city offers occupiers,
including Global Capability
Centers, considerable price
arbitrage compared to other
markets,” he added.
Mehrotra noted that the
government policies,
continuous infrastructure
upgrades and a favourable
business ecosystem make
Hyderabad a compelling
destination for investors,
occupiers, and leading real
estate developers.
During Q1, Colliers India
Senior Director and Research
Head Vimal Nadar said, the
occupiers from technology,
engineering and
manufacturing, and BFSI
sectors collectively accounted
for 58 per cent of total leasing
activity across the top 6 cities.
On the office market, flexible
office space operator Urban
Vault co-founder and CEO
Amal Mishra said the office
demand continues to be strong
across major cities from
domestic and global
companies, driven by high
economic growth, cost-
effective real estate and
availability of skilled talent.
“The demand for flexible
workspace, including managed
office space, is also growing,”
said Mishra, who has many
centres in Bengaluru. 

Office space demand in January,
March set to rise: Colliers

Government extends ban on
onion exports till further orders

Jaishankar urges Singapore business community to
invest in India semiconductor manufacturing sector
PTI n SINGAPORE

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Saturday

briefed Singapore's business
community about the strides
taken by India in the field of
manufacture of semiconductors
and appealed to them to invest
in this key sector in the country.
Jaishankar spoke about how
machines for the

manufacture of
semiconductors have started
coming (to India) and also
how India is progressing
towards establishing the first
three plants for this multi-
billion dollar industry.
“There is a degree of purpose
and seriousness as well as
investment going into
manufacturing that has not
been seen for a long time,” the

Minister told a 300-plus
audience, mostly Singapore-
based members of the
business community.
He was answering questions
at the Institute of South Asian
Studies (ISAS) of the
National University of
Singapore (NUS) after a
lecture on his book ‘Why
Bharat Matters.'
“A very productive

interaction with leading
Singaporean Corporate
figures. ... Appreciate their
positive feedback on the
India growth story, based on
investment experiences. ...
Confident that their
commitment to doing more
business in India will further
increase,” Jaishankar later
posted on X along with some
photos from the event. 
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PTI n CHENNAI

India all-rounder Shivam Dube
says he relishes finishing the crunch
games — an art he learnt by follow-

ing his legendary CSK colleague MS
Dhoni.
Dube played a crucial 34-run cameo
and also shared an unbeaten 66-run
partnership for the fifth wicket with
Ravindra Jadeja (25 not out) to lead
defending champions Chennai Super
Kings (CSK) to a six-wicket win over
against Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) on Friday.
“It was amazing. Finishing the game
for Chennai is always something that
amazes me. That’s what I have learnt
from Mahi bhai, and I try to do it
every game,” Dube told IPLT20.Com
“It feels very good when you finish
the game like this, especially during
the first game of the season. So, it
always feels special.”
Chasing a target of 174, CSK were off
to a confident start with debutant
Rachin Ravindra (37) being the main

aggressor. He was also the top scorer
for the side.
The talented New Zealander praised
his skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad for
handling the tough chase well.
“It was nice to have a partnership
with Rutu. Obviously, he’s done this
for a long period for Chennai,” he
told Dube in the IPL video.
“The calming presence that he had
and also building the partnership
with Jinx (Ajinkya Rahane) was
pretty cool in front of the full house.
The wicket was beautiful, so it made
life a lot easier.”
Ravindra was also amazed by the
capacity Chepauk crowd cheering at
the top of its voice for CSK.
“It was crazy; the crowd was
incredible, one of the loudest I have
ever experienced. It was
unbelievable. Hopefully, we have
more wins here to get the crowd
going,” he concluded.
CSK play their next game against last
season’s runner-up, Gujarat Titans,
here on Tuesday. 

PTI n JAIPUR

The focus will be on KL
Rahul’s form and fitness

when he returns from a quadri-
ceps injury to lead the Lucknow
Super Giants in their IPL open-
er against Rajasthan Royals
here on Sunday. 
Rahul missed the last four
Tests against England due to
pain in his right quadriceps.
He was out for four months
last year after undergoing a
thigh surgery. 
LSG captain will look to hit
top gear not only as a batter
but also as a leader, especially
after guiding the team to
successive playoffs in the first
two seasons.
Rahul is likely to play purely as
a batter, at least in the initial
phase of IPL, but the
additional burden of keeping
strengthen his chances of
making the T20 World Cup
squad.
His opposite number on
Sunday, Sanju Samson, is also
a candidate for the wicket-
keepers’ role in the India
squad for the ICC event and he
too will be keen to find his
rhythm right from the start.
RR had come tantalisingly
close to clinching a second title
before Gujarat Titans broke
their heart in the final in 2022.
They looked good in the initial
stages even last season but
slipped to fifth place in the
end.
Both the teams will have some
tough calls to make as they

figure out their best XI.
RR have a solid batting line-
up, boosting of the likes of in-
form Yashasvi Jaiswal, Jos
Buttler, besides skipper
Sansom. They also have a
finisher in Dhruv Jurel, who
made an impressive India
debut in the recent five-match
Test series against England.
But Samson may look to
strength the middle-order by
bringing in West Indies’
Rovman Powell to go with
countrymate Shimron
Hetmyer.
LSG, on the other hand, would
depend on Quinton de Kock,
Marcus Stonis and Nicholas
Pooran to do bulk of the
scoring apart from skipper
Rahul.
It is going to be an interesting
battle as they will have to
contend with spin wizards —
Ravichandran Ashwin and
Yuzvendra Chahal, who can
run through any batting line-
up on a given day.
Lucknow too have a shrewd
customer in leg-spinner Ravi
Bishnoi, who would be itching
to put up a good show to put
himself in line for a place in
the T20 World Cup squad.
Also the 41-year-old veteran
leg-break bowler Amit Mishra
is always in the thick of things.
But their pace battery wears a
dim look, especially after
foreign recruits Mark Wood
and David Willey were ruled
out and the Indian talents like
tearaway quick Mayank Yadav
and Mohsin Khan plagued by

fitness issues.
Also the inexperience of pacer
Yash Thakur and lack of game
time for Shivam Mavi means
LSG might hand the
responsibility to experienced
Naveen ul Haq and West
Indies sensation Shamar
Joseph.
It will also be interesting to see
how Justin Langer goes about
his business in his first IPL
assignment as coach of LSG.

SQUADS:
Rajasthan Royals: Sanju
Samson (c), Jos Buttler,
Shubham Dubey, Shimron
Hetmyer, Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Dhruv Jurel, Tom Kohler-
Cadmore, Riyan Parag,
Rovman Powell, Kunal Singh
Rathore, Ravichandran
Ashwin, Donovan Ferreira,
Avesh Khan, Trent Boult,
Nandre Burger, Yuzvendra
Chahal, Prasidh Krishna,
Navdeep Saini, Sandeep
Sharma, Kuldeep Sen, Abid
Mushtaq, Tanush Kotian.
Lucknow Super Giants: KL
Rahul (c), Quinton de Kock,
Nicholas Pooran, Ayush
Badoni, Kyle Mayers, Marcus
Stoinis, Deepak Hooda,
Devdutt Padikkal, Ravi
Bishnoi, Naveen-ul-Haq,
Krunal Pandya, Yudhvir
Singh, Prerak Mankad, Yash
Thakur, Amit Mishra, Shamar
Joseph, Mayank Yadav,
Mohsin Khan, K. Gowtham,
Shivam Mavi, Arshin
Kulkarni, M. Siddharth,
Ashton Turner, David Willey,
Mohd. Arshad Khan. 

PTI n CHENNAI

Chennai Super Kings’ bowl-
ing consultant Eric Simons

has heaped praise on
Bangladesh pacer Mustafizur
Rahman for executing the plans
perfectly to set up their comfort-
able six-wicket win over Royal
Challengers Bengaluru in the
IPL opener here.
Mustafizur (4/29) rattled the
RCB top-order, dismissing
Virat Kohli (21), skipper Faf
du Plessis (35) and Rajat
Patidar (0) — besides also
getting rid of Cameron Green
(18), to return with his best
ever IPL figures as CSK
restricted RCB to 173 for six. 
“We always wanted to look at
the conditions and the balance
of the side. He does suit the
conditions, but it’s the
simplicity of the plan that we
put in place, and he executed
that beautifully today
(Friday),” said Simons during
the post-match press
conference.
While RCB was reeling at 78
for five, Anuj Rawat (48) and
Dinesh Karthik (38 not out)
pair added 95 crucial runs to
propel the side to an
encouraging total.
Asked why spinner Rachin
Ravindra was not introduced
to arrest the flow of runs,
Simons felt it was a bit late to
hand over the ball to him.
“They were 78-5, and the
spinners had done a good job.
Two overs went for a few, and
the momentum shifted, and it

was probably late at that stage
to throw the ball to him in that
situation. From what we have
seen in the nets, he can
certainly bowl; but at the right
time,” the South African said.
Simons stressed on the
importance of controlling the
powerplay and death overs but
credited the RCB batters for
dictating terms in the fag end
of their innings.
“From the seam perspective, to
control the Powerplay and to
control the death is a very
important aspect of the game.
We have a lot of discussions
not just about skills but
educating ourselves and the
bowlers about how to use
variations, field placements
and tactics,” he said.
“DK (Dinesh Karthik) is a
daunting guy to bowl to in
those moments. Some credit
must go to the (RCB) batters
as to how they manipulated us.
We will then look at it, did we
allow to happen too much?
“My question is who’s
controlling the tactics? Are the
(opponent) batters dictating it
to us, or vice versa? and you
walk away from today
thinking that we allowed the
batters dictating too much.
“We will review some of those
match footage and have
discussions about it, along
with (Dwayne) Bravo, who has
a lot of knowledge.”
Chasing 174, CSK batters
looked aggressive and Simons
said they wanted the batters to
play with freedom.

PTI n AHMEDABAD

Hardik Pandya will aim to
build on the rich legacy of

his predecessor Rohit Sharma
when he begins his Mumbai
Indians captaincy stint with a
match against Gujarat Titans, a
team that the star all-rounder
himself marshalled over last
two seasons, in the IPL here on
Sunday. 
Such are the professional ways
of IPL that Pandya, having led
Titans to the title and runners-
up finish in the previous two
seasons, has gone to back to
the Mumbai Indians where he
made a name for himself.
The tournament also marks
Pandya’s comeback from a
‘freak’ ankle injury he picked
up in the middle of the ODI
World Cup in October. 
The form of the injury-prone
all-rounder with both bat and
ball will be closely tracked in
the tournament that precedes
the T20 World Cup in the USA
and Caribbean. 

With Pandya moving on to the
other side, Titans will be led by
Shubman Gill, who assumes
the responsibility with very
little captaincy experience. 
Mumbai have been grappling
with fitness issues to their key
players including star batter
Suryakumar Yadav, who is yet
to get fitness clearance from
NCA. 
Left-arm pacers Jason
Behrendorff and Dilshan
Madushanka are already ruled
out of the IPL while new
recruit Gerald Coetzee,
nursing a groin injury, might
not be available for the first few
games.
Having led Mumbai to as many
as five IPL titles, India skipper
Rohit will be turning up as a
player this season and would
be expected to hit top form
ahead of the ICC event in June. 
Another player whose
performance will be
scrutinised is Ishan Kishan,
who will have a point to prove
after losing his BCCI central

contract for defying the
Board’s diktat on domestic
cricket. 
The southpaw, who missed the
entire Test series against
England, preferred to train on
his own for the IPL and did not
turn for his state side
Jharkhand in the Ranji Trophy.
The fight for the wicket-keeper
batter’s slot in the World Cup
squad will be intense and
Kishan needs to be at the top of
his game over the next two
months. 
Besides Pandya, Mohammad
Nabi and Romario Shepherd
are the other quality all-round
options Mumbai possess. 
Domestic players like Akash
Madhwal and Nehal Wadhera
will be looking to build on
their performances of the
previous season.
On the Titans’ front, Gill has
been tasked to ensure that the
team maintains the remarkable
consistency it showed in its
first two seasons. Gill could be
one of the future leaders for

India but for that to happen, he
must prove himself on the IPL
stage. 
He was the leading run-getter
last season and the franchise
would be hoping that
captaincy doesn’t impact his
batting in anyway.
Titans are bound to miss the
services of Mohammed Shami,
who recently underwent a
surgery to repair Achillies
tendon and will be back only in
the second half of the year.
The return of trump card
Rashid Khan from a back
surgery is a massive boost for
Titans. The Afghanistan
spinner made his comeback in
the series against Ireland last
week.
Among the new joinees, left-
arm pacer Spencer Johnson
and Azmatullah Omarazai,
will be looking to make a mark
in the world’s biggest T20
league.

SQUADS:
Mumbai Indians: Hardik
Pandya (c), Rohit Sharma,

Dewald Brevis, Jasprit
Bumrah, Piyush Chawla,
Gerald Coetzee, Tim David,
Shreyas Gopal, Ishan Kishan,
Anshul Kamboj, Kumar
Kartikeya, Akash Madhwal,
Kwena Maphaka,
Mohammad Nabi, Shams
Mulani, Naman Dhir, Shivalik
Sharma, Romario Shepherd,
Arjun Tendulkar, Nuwan
Thushara, Tilak Varma,
Vishnu Vinod, Nehal
Wadhera, Luke Wood,
Suryakumar Yadav.
Gujarat Titans: Shubman Gill
(c), Azmatullah Omarzai,
Spencer Johnson, Kartik Tyagi,
Josh Little, Abhinav Manohar,
David Miller, Sushant Mishra,
Darshan Nalkande, Noor
Ahmad, Rashid Khan,
Wriddhiman Saha, Sai
Kishore, Sai Sudharsan, M
Shahrukh Khan, Vijay
Shankar, BR Sharath, Mohit
Sharma, Manav Suthar, Rahul
Tewatia, Matthew Wade, Kane
Williamson, Jayant Yadav,
Umesh Yadav.

PTI n CHANDIGARH

The returning Rishabh Pant failed to
set the stage on fire as Punjab Kings

rallied to stop Delhi Capitals at 174 for
nine in their Indian Premier League
opener here on Saturday. 
Batting at number nine, Abhishek
Porel top-scored with an unbeaten 32
off only 10 balls and lifted DC to a
competitive total after an early batting
collapse. 
Opting to bowl after winning the toss,
Punjab were put under pressure
straightaway by the flamboyant
Australian opening duo of David
Warner (29 off 21 balls) and Mitchell
Marsh (20 off 12 balls), who were
dealing in fours and sixes. 
Marsh worked a poor Sam Curran
delivery off his pads for the day’s first
boundary. Another mediocre offering
from Curran was expertly flicked by
Marsh for a four and the Capitals were
on their way.
Not to be left behind when it comes to
playing strokes, Warner pulled left-
arm pacer Arshdeep Singh (2/28) for
a six in front of square and then
played the bowler between cover-

point and cover to find a four. 
The flurry of boundaries forced
Punjab Kings skipper Shikhar
Dhawan to effect a bowling
change but Kagiso Rabada’s
introduction did little to stem the
flow of runs as Marsh pulled a
short ball over deep backward
square for a big six. 
Arshdeep came back and was
whacked over long-off for
another gigantic six by Marsh. 
However, the left-arm seamer
had the last laugh as he had
Marsh caught by an agile Rahul
Chahar at cover point, after the
batter played a booming drive in
the air. 
Unperturbed by the departure of
his opening partner, Warner
continued to play in his usual
aggressive fashion, hitting
Rabada for a four through mid-
off and then sat down to use the
scoop shot for an incredible
maximum over shot fine. 

Harpreet Brar checked the flow
of runs by bowling a fine first
over but Chahar started with a
14-run over with Shai Hope
hitting the bowler for a six and a
four. 
Harshal Patel (2/47) got the big
wicket of Warner in his first over
as comeback-man Pant (18 off 13
balls) arrived at the crease to loud
applause from the stands. The
weekend crowd acknowledged
his tale of perseverance after
surviving a horrific car accident
in December 2022 with cheers of
joy. 
Pant got himself a couple of
boundaries before walking back
to the dugout after a rather soft
dismissal off the bowling of
Harshal. 
Meanwhile, Rabada accounted
for the wicket of Hope and
Chahar got rid of Tristan Stubbs
as Delhi slipped to 128/6 in the
16th over.

PTI n CHENNAI

The legendary Sunil Gavaskar
is mighty impressed with

Chennai Super Kings’ new cap-
tain Ruturaj Gaikwad and laud-
ed him for the way he maneu-
vered his bowlers during the IPL
opener against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru here.
Handed the leadership role just
ahead of the IPL, Gaikwad has
big shoes to fill and he made an
impressive start under the
tutelage of talisman MS Dhoni,
guiding CSK to a six-wicket
win over RCB on Friday night.
“Absolutely! Your debut as a
captain becomes very
important. You want to begin
your captaincy career well with
a win and that’s exactly what
happened. What was
impressive was his bowling
changes,” the former India
skipper told Star sports.
“Because when you saw the
way he kept on changing
Mustafizur; the way he used
Mustafizur was absolutely

terrific. He kept swapping
Deepak Chahar, keeping faith
in Tushar Deshpande for that
final over. 
“I think seeing that Tushar
Deshpande had been taken for
25, there was an opportunity to
use another bowler, but he still
stuck to Tushar Deshpande,
and Deshpande responded
with a brilliant final over. So,
yes, I think the captaincy was
most impressive.”
Bangladesh pacer Mustafizur
Rahman produced a superb

show, returning with his best
IPL figures of 4/29 to rattle
RCB’s top-order before they
managed 173/6.
Gavaskar also feels the
presence of Dhoni made a big
difference.
“And we see over here, he has,
of course, MS Dhoni around
him, to guide him, tell him and
give him the encouragement.
Sometimes, that little nod from
somebody as experienced and
as accomplished as MSD,
makes a big difference,” he
said.
Gavaskar feels RCB kept
bowling the short ball far too
many times even though it
wasn’t working.
“Yes, try the short ball by all
means, but when it wasn’t
working ... It looked like that’s
all they were looking to do. You
had somebody like a Dagar,
who had bowled 2 overs for 6
six runs. I know the way the
left-hand spinner can be
picked for 6, but you got to take
a chance,” he said.

Focus on fit again
Rahul as LSG face RR

DUBE REVEALS LEARNING HOW
TO FINISH GAMES FROM DHONI

Pandya begins Mumbai Indians captaincy stint

Mustafizur executed the
plans beautifully: Simons

Gaikwad captaincy was most
impressive against RCB: Gavaskar

Pant fails to fire on comeback
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It took more than seven decades for
the Government of India to launch a
mission to take on the threat posed
by illegal immigrants from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh. The
guests who reached India from East

Pakistan (since 1971 known as Bangladesh)
were armed with a purpose. They were tools
used by anti-India forces to create
subversion and counter-subversion in India,
making use of the lacunae available in the
country's legal system of staying in India as
authorised Indians.
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, (lawyer and
politician who later served as President of
India from 1974 to 1977), played a major
role in promoting the illegal influx of
Muslims from East Pakistan to Assam with
an eye on converting the State into a Muslim
majority region. Ahmed, who was the
Minister of Finance, Law and Local Self-
government of Assam during 1957 to 1962,
successfully sabotaged the then Assam Chief
Minister BP Chaliha's Prevention of
Infiltrators Plan.
Perumbavoor, a small town in Kerala from
where this article is written on March 20,
2024, has a population of more than 1.5 lakh
illegal Bangladeshi immigrants. These
workers possess Aadhar cards and other
relevant citizenship papers. If you ask them
about their village, they all say they are from
Murshidabad in Bengal. There are more than
900 plywood factories in the suburbs of
Perumbavoor, each employing nearly 150
workers. Most of these workers (popularly
known as Bhais) claim they are from Bengal,
Assam and Tripura. Interestingly, they
belong to the Muslim community. During
the Covid pandemic, the Kerala Government
provided all facilities in the residential
camps where these workers (designated by
the State Government as Guest Workers)
were put up and this was the major reason
behind the CPI(M) sweeping the 2021
Assembly elections.
The situation is similar in various districts of
Kerala as well as in Tamil Nadu. Although
most of the culprits arrested by the police in
connection with law and order issues
(including murder, rape, kidnapping and
dacoity) belong to this set of migrant
workers, liberals and Marxists label them as
"isolated incidents".  
In January 2020 Kerala came to a grinding
halt as the entire Muslim community was
paraded by religious heads under the pretext
of opposing the Citizenship Amendment Act

(CAA) enacted in Parliament to regulate
citizenship laws in the country. The last
week of February 2020 saw Delhi burning
with a group of committed perpetrators
spreading false rumours that five students of
Jamila Millia Islamia were shot dead by the
police. This had its ramifications in Kerala.
The State awoke to the chanting of slogans
like "Tera Mera Rishta Kya, La Ilaha Ill
Allah", "Alla Hu Akbar", "Hindutva Ki Kabar
Khudegi", "Hinduon Se Azadi", and "Jinnah
Wali Azadi". Though the news about the
killings of the students by Delhi Police was
found out to be false, the damage was done.
Muslims in India, the educated as well as the
uninitiated, were made to believe that the
present regime at the Centre will ask for
their documents and in case they fail to
furnish the required papers, they would be
either deported or put in detention centres. 
The riots were an attempt to sabotage an
important legislation enacted by Parliament
to grant citizenship to Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Christians and Jains who had to
leave Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh
to escape religious persecution from rulers
in their respective countries. The grievance
of Islamic leaders in India was that the law
discriminated against the Muslim
community and should be cancelled. PK
Kunhalikutty, leader of the Muslim League
declared that once the INDIA Bloc assumes
power in New Delhi, they would throw the
CAA into the Arabian Sea. The Muslim
Youth League has already demanded a
separate Malabar State.
The male dominated Muslim community is
against the Uniform Civil Code which they
term as unconstitutional. The Islamists in
India were totally against the law banning

Triple Talaq. One is reminded of the words
of Augustus Comte, the 19th century French
philosopher who said "Demography is
Destiny". The Islamist invaders came to
India to plunder and loot the temples by the
might of their sword. Despite the country
succumbing to the power of the Islamist
plunderers, they could not convert the
believers of the Sanatana Dharma into Islam
though there were Hindu genocides in
various parts of India. The 1920 Mappila
Rebellion in which thousands of Hindus
were massacred in Kerala's Malappuram and
Kozhikode regions was just one proof of
their evil designs.
The religious demography of the country
during the last 100 years is sufficient to
prove how immaculately the Mullahs and
Moulavis work round the clock to speed up
the process of India's Islamisation, drawn
out in detail in the book Religious
Demography of India a comprehensive
research work by AP Joshi, MD Srinivas and
JK Bajaj of the Centre for Policy Studies. The
study has some startling information. Kerala
had a population of 6.4 million in 1901 out
of which Hindus were 68.9 per cent,
Muslims constituted 17.28 per cent while the
Christians formed 13.8 per cent. By 1991,
the total population of the State stood at 2.9
crore out of which the Hindus constituted
57.35 per cent, Muslims formed 23.33 per
cent and Christian population was 19.32 per
cent.
From 2001 to 2011, Muslims in Kerala have
grown by 12.8 percent, while Hindus have
grown by 2.2 and Christians by 1.4 percent.
Such is the yawning and persistent gap
between the Muslims and the others, write
Bajaj, Joshi and Srinivas.

The census operation of 2021 is yet to be
launched as the Covid-19 pandemic played
spoilsport. By the time the results of census
2021 would be known the Muslim
community would have crossed the
threshold of the "critical mass", a term used
in nuclear reactors to indicate the amount of
fuel needed for setting the fission process to
generate power.
"The most remarkable feature of the Religion
Data of Census 2011 for Kerala is the
extraordinarily wide gap between the growth
of Muslims and others. During 2001-11,
Hindus and Christians have recorded
decadal growth of 2.23 and 1.38 percent
respectively, while the Muslims have grown
by 12.84 percent. The growth of Muslims has
thus been nearly six times that of Hindus
and more than nine times that of
Christians," says the research work. The
situation is no different in other States.
The share of Muslim population in India
now is above their share before Partition.
Because of the forced migration of
populations between Pakistan and India at
the time of Partition, the number of Muslims
in remaining India had declined by nearly 5
million, from 42.6 million in 1941 to 37.7
million in 1951, and their share in the
population declined from 13.38 to 10.45
percent. This decline has been more than
made up in the six decades since Partition;
in 2001, the share of Muslims in India's was
already above their share in 1941 and it has
risen to 14.23 per cent in 2011. This is
information which could give sleepless
nights to many Indian citizens. 
It is here that illegal immigration, Love Jihad
and forced religious conversions play a
major role. Much has been written about

illegal immigration and forced religious
conversions while Love Jihad remains a topic
of controversy. Remember Akhila, daughter
of CPI(M) activist Asokan of Kottayam in
Kerala? She eloped with Shafin Jehan, a
Muslim youth and got married after
conversion with the name Hadiya. Two years
and three children later, Shafin Jehan threw
her out of his house. She then got remarried
to another Muslim youth. Hadiya has three
more children by the second marriage and
all these kids would be deployed as Jihadis to
spread the word of Mohammed.
The large public meetings organised by the
Islamic outfits and the CPI(M) across Kerala
to express their solidarity with Hamas will
always remain a blot on the face of India.
The organisers got Hamas leaders to address
public meetings.
The report on the Delhi Riots 2020 prepared
by Monika Arora, Sonali Chitalkar and
Prerana Malhotra would have disappeared
from public domain because of a major
conspiracy. Although an international
publishing company had come forward to
publish the book, a research work by a
Group of Intellectuals and Academicians
(GIA) who studied the 2020 Delhi Riots
threadbare, at the eleventh hour the UK
headquartered publishers retreated. Garud,
an Indian company took up the challenge of
publishing this work and that is how we have
Delhi Riots 2020: The Untold Story. Do
remember, there are people and outfits
across the world who do not want the secret
of the Islamists' plot to keep proselytisation
an ongoing process for them to strike 
at will.
The beating up of Mukesh, a shopkeeper in
Bangalore for daring to listen to Hanuman
Chalisa at the time of Namaz or the
unofficial shut down of eateries ordered by
zealots in Kerala during the period of fast
are all signs of their mission to attack the
core of Sanatana Dharma.
The Communists oppose the CAA because
that never accepted the concept of India.
"They do have ideological solidarity with the
communists of the world, whatever their
nationality. Loyalty to the Communist
ideology came before loyalty to the nation of
which the communist was a citizen," writes
late B Raman in his book Intelligence-Past,
Present and Future.   
The CAA is a prime key to India's national
security concerns. All nations across the
world have tough and strict laws pertaining
to citizenship. It is time India did too. 
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Ihave witnessed the
transformation of Vivanta
hotel into Taj Gurugram and
have frequented all their
restaurants multiple times. Or

so I thought until today when I
visited BBQ, an open-air live grill
restaurant adjacent to Culina 44.
Chef Thirunavukarasu from Bay
View at Taj Fisherman's Cove Resort
at Chennai is currently in Gurugram
showcasing his seafood expertise
until March 17th.
During a conversation with
Executive Sous Chef Jagan Sardhana,
I learned that BBQ, an extension of
their all-day dining restaurant,
Culina 44, is only open between
October and March, when the
weather is more favorable and allows
Gurgaon residents to enjoy the
winter season. The slow
instrumental music, along with the
soothing sounds of waves
from the speakers,
creates a calming
atmosphere. I'm not
sure if this music is
specifically played
along the marine
life video on the
projector to
compliment the ongoing
seafood festival theme, but it
certainly adds to the comforting and
romantic ambiance. The dim
lighting, spaced-out seating, and the
aroma of the barbecue counter at
one end not only stimulate your
appetite but also encourage you to
enjoy a drink. We particularly
enjoyed the black pepper crab broth
and drumstick lentil soup, both of

CHENNAI EXPRESS

which were hot and
heartening for the season.
The panko-crusted calamari
was cooked to perfection.
However, the wasabi mayo
and tomato raisin relish
served as dips were the real
stars, even outshining the
calamari. Trust me, the relish
was so delicious that I could
have it with rice and consider
it a complete meal. The

grilled prawns were good, although I
wished the prawns were all of a similar
size and presented better.
For the main course, Chef Thiru expertly
prepared Lobster Thermidor. The first
bite elicited a foodgasmic 'ah' that could
be heard at the neighboring table. The
combination of white sauce, cheese, and
broiled lobster with herbed rice was
simply magical, making it the standout
dish of the day for me.
The meal concluded with a delightful
palm jaggery-coconut pudding. BBQ
certainly warrants another visit.
Unfortunately, it closes at the end of
March before reopening in October.
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The Way of Bengal
TherEis an impressive global

hospitality trend emerging,
and flourishing, in these

post-Pandemic times. It is the
golden era of Roving Chefs,
globally renowned, who instead of
attaching themselves to any single
brand or chain, are captivating the
world of gourmet, literally carrying
their secret kitchen of spices and
ingredients to curate their pop up
cuisines across continents. 
Shangri-La Eros in Delhi has
declared 2024 as a year of
celebration of one such innovative
and strategic effort — to bring the
secret kitchens of India to New
Delhi with an army of world-
renowned Indian chefs, each a
unique story teller of his or her
own region. These
are week-long
pop-ups at
their
restaurants,
known so far
only for their
“world on your platter” spread.
At the risk of sounding a bit
parochial, I was overjoyed to be
invited to Chef Ananya Banerjee’s
curation of traditional Bengali food
this month at Shangri-La. While
the region’s cuisine may be
relegated by the uninitiated to
clichés like mustard fish, sandesh
and mishti doi, the fact is every
Bengali cook, from the humble
home kitchen to dhabas, stand
alone restaurants to starred hotels,
has a unique narrative to tell, and
an inimitable culinary magic spell
to cast.
Chef Banerjee is a vivacious and
charming personality. A
globetrotting Chef by vocation, she
is a painter, author, and a trained
lawyer, but she takes the greatest
pride and rightly so for the
innovation that sets her Bengali
kitchen apart from others of her
community.
It is often said that Bengali is the
one Indian cuisine that the French
gets closest to. One was not
surprised to learn therefore that
Banerjee, in her limitless journey of
curating several menus of
prestigious restaurants, has
partnered with the French-Bengali
fine dining award winning
restaurant ‘The Mustard’. 
Although Chef Banerjee has a
unique battery of international
cuisine in her arsenal, I was lucky
to be personally treated to her
exceptional Bengali way. For
starters we had Prawn cutlets, a
crumb fried delicacy marinated to
perfection, accompanied by
Chhena Palong Shaager Chop,

(Cottage cheese spinach rolled with
the most divine spices and fried

into round chops).
What followed was a

Bengali feast fit for royalty.
The thaali was a virtual

buffet. Served with
phulko luchi (deep

fried puffed flour
flatbread) there
was steaming
narkel cholar dal

(split Bengal
gram infused
with coconut).
Bengalis love

to play with
sugar in their
dishes and so did
Chef Banerjee
with her own

twist. While the
world knows about

prawn malai
curry, we were

treated to a
delicious vegetarian version called
lau malai curry (bottle gourd in a
dreamy creamy curry). 
Next to this was dhokar dalna
(soaked Bengal gram, dry roasted
into a paste, cubed, and then fried,
the dalna a rich ginger laced
curry). Legend has it that the dish
was named dhoka or betrayal to
trick family members into
consuming lentils which actually
tasted like meat.
Chef Banerjee’s culinary twists
continued with Bengal’s signature
mutton rezala (lamb in a very
subtle yet extremely rich curry
soaked in the favours of yogurt,
cashews, poppy seeds,
cardamom and nutmeg).
Every Rezala, adopted by
the Bengalis from
Lucknow and now
literally owned by
them, has that distinct
yet secret signature of
the cook. So did this
one.
In what would easily

be any epicure’s delight
came Gondhoraj Lonka
Murgi (an aromatic and delicate
chicken curry using whole spices,
green chillies steeped in the
enticing flavor of a lemon growing
only in the eastern parts of the
country). Even holding an uncut
Gondhoraj will can entice you
entice into its magical aroma. 
Served with Gobindo bhog chaal (a
staple in every Bengali kitchen, this
delicate buttery rice can easily rival
the Basmati) was also the
traditional rui maacher jhol (a mild
river carp fish curry). Whispering
in my ears, since I am a Bengali,

the Chef asked me whether I would
like to try Bengal’s world renowned
Shorshe Ilish (Mustard Hilsa). Non-
Bengalis find it impossible to
plough through this because of the
Hilsa’s fine bones. But I simply
grabbed the opportunity.
No Bengali feast is complete
without the Kolkata Biryani. Again
adopted from north 
India, the Kolkata Biryani is served
with potatoes and boiled eggs. Chef
Banerjee’s version was a dream run.
Known the world over for their
sweet tooth, Bengalis can never go
without some hearty desserts as
meal enders. So there was Mishti
Doi topped with molten nolen
khejurer gur (sweet yogurt with a
garnishing of date jiggery) and
Paati Shapta (sweet crépes with a
filling of coconut and date
molasses). Chef Banerjee was
meticulous in also including
tomato aam shotto chutney (a relish
of tomatoes and mango pulp
candies), something that made me
go back to my long lost
grandmother’s kitchen. 
It is indeed commendable that as a

globe trotting Chef, Banerjee,
alongside her international kitchen
repertoire, is serving 
Bengal on a platter to a global
audience. Based in Mumbai, she is
in every sense of the word a 
Roving Chef. 
Shangri-La has done well to
collaborate with Chef Pin to
showcase Regional Indian Cuisines
in 2024. Chef Pin has renowned
home chefs aiming to promote
diverse regional Indian cuisines. 

“The Chef Pin pop-ups at
Shangri-La Eros New

Delhi have always been
very well received. We
are excited to
continue this
partnership into
2024 because it
provides our home
chefs and expert

chefs with a
wonderful venue to

showcase their culinary
talent and to tell the stories
surrounding their dishes. It is a
pleasure to work with the Shangri-
La team, who share our ethos to
uncover the hidden gems of Indian
cooking,” says Siddharth Mohan,
CEO and Co-Founder alongside
Rocky Mohan of Chef Pin.
Chef Pin provides home chefs and
home bakers, operating across
Delhi NCR, Bengaluru and
Mumbai. The app is for diners to
discover and order local, authentic
and home-cooked meals from
hundreds of talented home chefs. 
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Starvedby Covid for two
years, the hospitality
industry across the globe is

witnessing a huge surge, years
of isolation having provided
the industry with time to script
innovative ideas for increased
footfalls. One such is the idea
of the Roving Chef wherein
restaurants are organsing pop
ups by globally known Chefs
who serve their guests with
their signature culinary
curations. And the equally
starved guests are dining out
with a vengeance. A truly
winning combination. 

Recently, Shangri-La Eros
in Delhi invited the
intenationally acclaimed
Maestro Di Pizza Chef Renato
Bosco to their Sorrento
Ristorante to let their patrons
indulge in some exquisite
artisanal Italian cuisine,
handcrafted by the Chef. 

Years ago, in the quaint
ancient town of Verona was a
young boy fired with a unique
passion to revolutionise the art
of dough making, the crust that
humbly lies unacknowledged
under the heavy accent of
toppings. Today that passion is
Chef Bosco’s groundbreaking
artisanal concept of
contemporary
pizza. 

Chef
Bosco’s
experiments
have in fact
earned him the
sobriquet of Pizza
Ricercatore (Pizza Researcher).
Ranked among the world’s top
50 Italian Chefs, he has indeed
redefined for all of us,
including Italians, what we
hitherto perceived as the
traditional Italian pizza. 

Unveiling his mastery in an
open kitchen, Chef Bosco was
a bundle of energy as he
emptied packets of Caputo’s

soft wheat flour, known for its
airy crust, into bowls. He went
on to spin magic with the
dough, infused with salt and
fresh yeast, kneaded and patted
with olive oil, then allowed to
rest for at least four hours

before being placed into
the oven and served

with delectable
toppings. 

For Chef
Bosco, the crust

or the base of a
pizza is the soul and

core of this culinary
wonder. From
alternating temperatures

to consistency, thin
seared crusts to fluffy melt-in-
your-mouth bases, we were
treated to various shapes and
sizes of pizzas one could never
imagine even possible. Crafted
with precision, each dish that
came our way was a
masterpiece, each a Bosco

patent. For him, the pizza itself
is not as much a focus as its
myriad shapes and flavours,
sourced from the freshest,
seasonal ingredients. 

We started our meal with
the Chef ’s signature Mozzarella
Di Pane, (with a delicate
topping of Burrata, shrimp and
bacon), a selection that offered
three varieties including
Arrabbiata and Amatriciana.
Pizza Al Padellino offered
Margherita (infused with
Pomodor, Confit and emulsion
of basil). Next came was the
Pizza Crunch, Tatin Funghi,
with mushroom, cream of
potato, Porchetta with
vegetables, closed in with a
sliver of meat. This one stole
my heart. The vegetarian
version was a Crunch Pizza
with Seasonal Vegetables. Chef
Bosco’s signature was clearly
inked on his Pizza Doppio
Crunch (Double Crunch with
Mozzarella).

For me, personally, the
Gourmet Pizza compostion of
Ananas was a show stealer. A
crispy thin crust topped with a
delicate compostion of sliced
pineapple, mustard and
prawns, the aromatic creation
was soul lifting. The Four
Cheese was a crunchy hearty,
nutty combo. The vegetarian
Risotto with pumpkin and
Gorgonzala was sheer poetry
while the non vegetarians had a
delicious delve into crab and
lemon zest.

In the main course what
really shone out was the Sous
Vide Young Chicken Roulade
Ricotta stuffed with Potato
Espuma and Morel, the
luscious chicken dancing to
perfection. We ended the
sumptuous feast on a sweet
note with Maritozzo with
Cream and Coffee. I will now
await the next Roving Chef in
town.
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With the global
p o p u l a t i o n
expected to reach
close to 10 billion
by 2050, humanity

confronts the formidable challenge
of boosting food production by 50%
to meet this heightened demand.
Addressing this challenge entails
not only increasing production but
also fortifying the sustainability and
resilience of our food systems to
ensure food security which is
defined as the state when every
individual, without exception, has
the physical and economic means
to access sufficient, safe and
nutritious food meeting their
dietary needs and food preferences
for an active and healthy life.
Globally, India ranks poorly in food
security and hunger indices,
standing 68th out of 113 countries
in the 2022 Global Food Security
Index and 111th out of 125
countries in the 2023 Global
Hunger Index. Numerous factors
contribute to India's food
insecurity, including poverty, social
inequality, limited food access, price
fluctuations, agricultural
challenges, land ownership issues,
food wastage, and natural disasters.
Deforestation and climate change
exacerbate these factors.
Early human societies, initially
nomadic, thrived on diverse wild
foods, enjoying well-nourished
diets. However, between 8000-4000
BCE, a shift to settled farming and
animal domestication marked the
onset of agriculture, laying the
groundwork for future civilizations.
The rise of kingdoms and empires
saw advancements in irrigation,
food production, and trade. During
the colonial era, large forest areas
were cleared and brought under
cultivation of crops that included
sugarcane, cotton, spices, and fruits
enriching India's food diversity.     
Even after independence, forest
lands considered suitable for crops
continued to be diverted for the
purpose for quite some time. The
Green Revolution aimed at
boosting food production and self-
sufficiency through high-yielding
crop varieties like rice, wheat, and
maize; though progressively
providing subsidies to farmers. This
shift led to the decline of numerous
traditional and locally suited crop
varieties with high nutritional
value. This era also witnessed the
rise of global food conglomerates,
reshaping India's food security
scenario often at the expense of
small-scale and local producers.
Parallelly globalization and
urbanization introduced new
cuisines, standardizing preferences

leading to the decline of many
diverse and traditional nutritious
dishes, resulting in crop production
systems becoming homogeneous
and vulnerable to shocks and
stresses.
India's agricultural sector and
accordingly the farmers, though
more specialized, became heavily
dependent on external inputs and
subsidies, and purely market-
oriented. With just 12 crops and 14
animal species providing 98% of the
world’s dietary needs, achieving
sustainable food security by 2050 is
indeed a complex challenge
suggesting a relook at the crucial
role of forests as foster mothers to
agriculture.
In contrast to agriculture as an
energy production system forests
harbour a diverse range of flora and
fauna, including pollinators and
natural resources for germplasm
conservation. Sustaining vital life
processes such as nutrient cycling
and water regulation in watersheds,
they have the potential to safeguard
and enrich the soil. They serve as a
natural bulwark against climate
change and extreme weather and
nurture agriculture. Additionally,
forests also provide a variety of
nutritious foods like fruits, tubers,
leaves, vegetables, honey and wild

plants and resources supporting the
traditional systems of medicine.
Forests are crucial for the dietary
diversity and nutrition of forest-
dependent people in addition to
working as a vital support during
times of scarcity. In addition, forests
also offer financial opportunities
like the sale of minor forest produce
which contributes to income to be
used to purchase diverse food items
from markets. It's not surprising
that there are no farmer suicide
cases reported from villages in and
near good forest areas.
With rising populations, however,
human encroachments and changes
in land use are setting the stage for
wildfires, pests, and zoonotic
diseases to wreak havoc. The
dwindling forested areas pose a
triple threat – escalating land
degradation, depleting water
resources, and risks to agriculture.
The dependence of one-third of the
world’s population on forest goods
and services, however, clashes with
the harsh reality that 80% of the
annual net forest loss is attributable
to agriculture.
Notwithstanding the damage
caused to the natural systems and
eco-processes due to anthropogenic
forces, our production methods are
also increasingly taxing the

environment. They consume 70%
of the world’s freshwater resources,
emit nearly a third of all greenhouse
gases, and heavily rely on fossil fuels
for fertilizers and machinery. These
practices already influenced by lost
culinary diversity are pushing
production limits to an undeniably
unsustainable point. The situation
in India ranked amongst the first
five countries in the world in
agricultural production, is no
different.
India’s food security intricacies are
deeply intertwined with the
dynamics of forest conservation
and agriculture. A diverse array of
stakeholders; including forest
dwellers, farmers, pastoralists,
private companies, and government
bodies each have their unique
interests, rights, and responsibilities
about forest as a resource. Farmers
pushed against the wall, are made to
believe that the remedy for their
lower returns lies just in subsidies
and MSP. With this approach,
ensuring food security on a
sustained basis is going to be
difficult.
The poor implementation of the
Forest Rights Act 2006 has
triggered recognition of
cultivation rights to ineligible
people, that too on refractory

lands, promoting thereby further
encroachments into forest lands in
India. Fragmentation of wildlife
habitats and liberal diversion of
forest land for non-forestry
purposes have increased crop
predation and human-wildlife
conflicts. There is a dearth of
studies indicating whether the
ownership of minor forest produce
endowed to gram sabhas in
scheduled areas has improved
people’s food security. Further, the
imminent adverse impact on eco-
services due to relaxations in penal
provisions related to forest fires,
grazing, and biodiversity
conservation; along with the
amendments in 2012 and 2023 to
the Forest Rights Rules 2008 and
the Forest Conservation Act 1980
respectively cannot be over-
emphasized.
The agro-ecological connection
between forest conservation and
agriculture is crucial in a monsoon
country like India. Along with the
recent emphasis on millet, it’s
equally vital to include forest-
derived foods and vegetables on
our dietary platter. Providing free
food grains to about 81 crore poor
and vulnerable people for five
years from January 2024, aimed at
strengthening food accessibility,

affordability, and availability,
highlights the urgency of seeking
better and sustainable solutions.
Increasing agricultural production
by increasing the area under
agriculture would come at the
expense of natural ecosystems.
The United Nations Committee on
World Food Security (CFS) Report
2017 highlighted sustainable
forestry as a crucial element of
sustainable food systems. It
strongly suggested a paradigm
shift towards agroforestry, which
integrates the management of
trees, crops, and livestock. This
holistic approach, combined with
forest conservation, can bolster
the long-term resilience of our
food systems. Regardless of the
political scenario, however,
comprehensive studies may reveal
the ground truth, including the
intriguing trade-offs between land
sharing and land sparing for
forests in addressing food security.
Research institutions of Forestry,
Tribal, Rural Development, and
Agriculture must converge and
prioritize research on this crucial
aspect of land use.
Further, stricter laws addressing
sustainability with better
implementation, good
governance, preservation of gene

pool, responsible behaviour of
forest right holders, empowerment
of farmers, closer coordination
amongst stakeholder departments,
and people’s active participation in
institutionalizing conservation-
oriented processes across related
sectors are necessary to find
practical solutions to achieve food
security.
The road to achieving SDG2 of
zero hunger by 2030 is also fraught
with challenges. Further research
into various aspects such as the
adoption of climate-friendly
technologies and a climate-smart
approach coupled with convincing
advocacy efforts are needed to
ensure that forests and
biodiversity conservation remain
on the agenda of policymakers and
practitioners. The complex
interplay between forest
conservation, agriculture, and
food security paints a compelling
picture of our shared
responsibility to foster a
sustainable and resilient
ecosystem; one that can ensure
food security for all, now and in
the future.

(The writers are Former Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests, UP

and Maharashtra, views are
personal) 

As the festival of colours
approaches, Madhya
Pradesh gears up to

showcase its rich cultural heritage
and spiritual significance through
vibrant Holi celebrations. Nestled
amidst the land of massive
religious importance, Madhya
Pradesh, boasting two jyotirlingas
in Mahakal Lok, Ujjain, and
Ekatm Dham (Statue of Oneness),
Omkareshwar, promises an
enchanting experience for
devotees and travelers alike. The
Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board
encourages the local traditional
and cultural values of the state by
empowering local communities.
Known for its fervent enthusiasm
in celebrating festivals, Madhya
Pradesh becomes an alluring
destination during Holi, inviting
visitors to immerse themselves in
its vivid culture and warm
hospitality. The Bhagoriya
tradition of Madhya Pradesh
possesses immense cultural value,
where an array of sacred rituals is
performed by the Bhil tribe of the
state during the harvest period. At
Mahakal Lok, devotees gather
from across the nation to revel in
the festivity amid the divine aura
of Lord Shiva's abode where the
first Holika Dahan of MP takes
place. Adding to the allure, a
grand Maha Aarti takes place at
Sethani Ghat in Narmadapuram
district, where the sacred waters of
the Narmada River flow, offering a

spiritual ambiance to the colorful
festivities. Meanwhile, in
Chhindwara, the Meghnad Fair
sees different Maharashtrian
communities coming together to
apply colors to Lord Mahadev,
symbolizing unity and harmony.
Indore Gair welcomes lakhs of
visitors each year on Rang
Panchami at the Rajwada Palace
where sheer joy and colors awash
the streets with majestic water
cannons going on ever since the
Holkar Dynasty. Bullock carts are

loaded with herbal colors as
people smear each other with gulal
and joy. Not to be missed is the
passionate celebration of Holi in
the Bundelkhand region,
particularly at the Ram Raja
Darbar of Orchha, where the
festival is marked with fervor and
reverence. In the city of Gwalior,
music enthusiasts can look
forward to an electrifying
performance by the Saregama
Music Group at Shinde Ki
Chhawni Mall, adding an extra

layer of entertainment to the
festive spirit.
Principal Secretary Tourism and
Culture Department and
Managing Director, MP Tourism
Board Mr. Sheo Shekhar Shukla
(IAS) highlighted that ‘Madhya
Pradesh stands as a beacon of
cultural diversity and spiritual
heritage, inviting everyone to
partake in its mesmerizing Holi
celebrations, creating memories to
cherish for a lifetime. The Heart of
Incredible India celebrates each

festival with a blend of local
customs and personal touch.’
In conclusion, Madhya Pradesh
stands as a beacon of cultural
diversity and spiritual heritage,
inviting everyone to partake in its
mesmerizing Holi celebrations.
Throughout the state, from the
sacred Mahakal Lok to the
bustling streets of Indore, the
fervor and enthusiasm of the
festivities are palpable. Whether
witnessing the first Holika Dahan
at Mahakal Lok, participating in

the Bhagoriya traditions of the
Bhil tribe, or experiencing the
unity and harmony symbolized
by the Meghnad Fair in
Chhindwara, every corner of
Madhya Pradesh resonates with
the joy of Holi.
Moreover, the state's commitment
to preserving and promoting its
traditional values shines through
initiatives led by the Madhya
Pradesh Tourism Board,
empowering local communities
and showcasing the region's
unique cultural tapestry. As
visitors flock to witness the
grandeur of Rang Panchami at the
Rajwada Palace or the electrifying
performances in Gwalior, it
becomes evident that Madhya
Pradesh celebrates Holi with a
blend of ancient customs and
modern festivities.
As Principal Secretary Tourism
and Culture Department, Mr.
Sheo Shekhar Shukla, aptly puts it,
these celebrations create
memories to cherish for a lifetime.
So, this Holi, immerse yourself in
the vibrant colors of Madhya
Pradesh, where every hue tells a
story, every tradition echoes
history, and every moment is filled
with the spirit of joy and
togetherness.

(The writer is Principal Secretary,
Tourism Department, Madhya

Pradesh and MD of the Madhya
Pradesh Tourism Board; views are

personal)
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Immerse yourself in the vibrant colours of Holi
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Interconnected narrative
● Forest conservation ● Agriculture ● Food security



This upcoming period promises to be bustling, filled with the
energy of movement and the drive to complete outstanding
tasks. Your resilience and methodical approach will be your
greatest allies, enabling you to tackle challenges head-on.
Your ability to manage emotions effectively and channel them
into constructive efforts will serve you well, empowering you
to approach conflicts with a positive mindset, potentially
transforming adversaries into allies. As the week progresses,
you may encounter a crossroads, presenting you with a
plethora of choices related to your professional journey.
Despite any initial uncertainty, you'll discover a surge of
inventive thought and vitality towards the week's end,
propelling you forward. This newfound inspiration acts as
your guiding light, illuminating paths that were once
obscured, and ensuring that you can navigate your way to
making well-informed decisions on your own.
Lucky number 16 | Lucky colour Beige
Lucky day Sunday

ARIES March 21-April 19

This week promises an array of significant moments that may
transform your routine in remarkable ways. You might find
yourself embarking on a change of scenery or landing an
opportunity in a location you've hoped for. An exciting journey
to breathtaking destinations or places steeped in history
seems to be just around the corner, bringing a wave of
excitement and a boost in your confidence. Embrace this
period with open arms, ready to face any hurdles with a
problem-solving mindset while extending your support to
those around you. As the week draws to a close, expect to be
surrounded by joyous celebrations and gatherings that
highlight your achievements alongside loved ones. However,
immerse yourself wisely, as the remnants of this week's
festivities could linger, momentarily pausing your momentum
into the next.

Lucky number 13 | Lucky colour Violet
Lucky day Thursday

TAURUS April 20-May 20

This period may present a series of challenges,
encompassing struggles, setbacks, and hurdles.
Despite diligent efforts, you might find yourself
overshadowed. The relentless pace and an overflowing
agenda can lead to fatigue, with the anticipated breaks
offering little solace or fruitful outcomes. Each time
you approach what seems to be the finish line,
additional tasks emerge, extending the journey. An
astute and strategic competitor could make you feel as
though victory has slipped through your fingers.
Embrace these setbacks as learning opportunities,
setting the stage for a future triumph. History tells us
that while the journey of a resilient individual may
include defeats, it's the courage to rise and conquer
that defines greatness.

Lucky number 20  |  Lucky colour Grey
Lucky day Saturday

GEMINI May 21-June 20

Amid a period demanding relaxation, the continuous weight
of professional obligations has left you seeking solace and
rejuvenation. This juncture calls for a pause, allowing for
self-recovery from recent challenges. It's time to embrace
tranquility, tapping into your reservoir of strength and
finding serenity in your current state. Embrace practices that
foster both physical and mental well-being, such as
engaging in calming exercises, reflective meditation, and
contributing positively to the community through acts of
kindness and support. Your aspirations may seem muted as
you navigate the weight of your duties, yet as the week
closes, a surge of vitality renews your commitment.
Anticipate the possibility of a new assignment or project
emerging, which you will approach with dedication and
integrity, steering clear of any objections or undue influence.

Lucky number 14 | Lucky colour Rust
Lucky day Tuesday

CANCER June 21-July 22

Many of you are experiencing a sense of restlessness
and confinement, feeling as though barriers prevent you
from moving forward, leading to potential frustration. It's
crucial to understand that reactions such as anger,
despair, or impulsive actions will only exacerbate these
feelings, rather than alleviate them. Therefore, it's time to
embrace a change in perspective and thought processes.
Achieving clarity in your thoughts will illuminate paths
through challenges, offering solutions where there
seemed to be none. Additionally, a focus on safety,
especially while driving, and preparedness for minor
mishaps by keeping a first aid kit handy, is advisable.
Anticipate that situations involving legal or official
decisions may turn out favorably for you, offering a
glimmer of hope in navigating through current
constraints.
Lucky number 21 | Lucky colour Lemon Yellow
Lucky day Wednesday

VIRGO Aug 23-Sep 22

This week, your wealth extends beyond material riches,
embodying a wealth of spirit characterized by kindness and
generosity. Your insightful approach to both financial and
emotional matters bolsters your support for close companions.
The week kicks off on a positive note, elevating your confidence
through encouraging news. This period may also bring a
significant shift in your personal connections, with someone
pivotal either making an exit or an entrance in your life. Your
attention turns towards spiritual and traditional pursuits,
seeking guidance from a trusted mentor, which reinforces your
commitment to heritage and established beliefs. Striving for
equilibrium between the old and the new is advisable. Be
prepared for surprising developments, possibly including a
sudden boost in your finances or the joy of welcoming a new
family member.

Lucky number 24 | Lucky colour Ivory
Lucky day Friday

LIBRA Sep 23-Oct 22

As the week unfolds, you may encounter setbacks, creating a
desire to escape current challenges. This period is marked by
emotional challenges, especially from unfulfilling
relationships, leading to a longing for liberation from these
emotional ties. However, as the week progresses to its
midpoint, a transformation begins. You'll find strength and
clarity, enabling you to make decisions that safeguard your
emotional well-being. This newfound resilience not only
helps you navigate personal challenges but also allows you
to become a beacon of guidance and stability for your loved
ones. By imparting wisdom and resources, you ensure their
prosperity. Even without vast material wealth, the invaluable
lessons and guidance you offer carve a legacy of success
and security, demonstrating the profound impact of shared
wisdom.

Lucky number 11 | Lucky colour Golden
Lucky day Wednesday

This week unfolds with a wave of sentimentality washing
over you, sparking a desire to reconnect with long-lost
friends and family. This yearning for familiarity and the
comfort of shared memories may particularly resonate with
those far from their roots, compelling a journey home.
Reflecting on cherished moments offers a wellspring of
motivation, amidst a week brimming with opportunities for
both profound and simple joys. The notion of new
beginnings is palpable, potentially heralding expansions
within the family circle. For parents, moments of pride
abound as children contribute to a sense of joy within the
household. Professionally, a sense of pressure might loom,
with outcomes arriving more slowly than anticipated and
financial gains not meeting expectations. Yet, this obstacle is
merely a stepping stone, as resilience emerges, guiding you
toward achievement with unwavering determination.
Lucky number 20 | Lucky colour Black
Lucky day Sunday

AQUARIUS Jan 20-Feb 18

PISCES Feb 19-March 20

This week, you'll embody the essence of grandeur and
leadership. Driven by a compelling sense of ambition and
innovation, you naturally guide others towards achieving
collective goals. Your strength lies not in the initial
creation but in transforming existing concepts to align
with a grand vision, showcasing your role as a pioneering
guide. You thrive under pressure, embracing challenges
with a zest that fuels your determination. Confident in
your path, you may encounter resistance, both
professionally and personally. It's crucial to exercise
patience and channel your influence constructively.
Embrace your responsibilities with earnestness and
continuously seek innovative solutions. Your belief in
your abilities is your greatest asset, steering you towards
accomplishing remarkable feats.

Lucky number 13 | Lucky colour Orange
Lucky day Tuesday

CAPRICORN Dec 22-Jan 19

You're brimming with vibrancy and readiness to tackle
forthcoming duties. Harnessing your inner vigor, you're
advised to temper your passions as you progress. Your
presence dominates the scene, possessing the innate talent to
sway outcomes to your benefit. Embodying the resolve of a
determined warrior, "conquer or perish" becomes your guiding
principle. Esteem and integrity rank high in your values,
overshadowing distractions of the heart. Romantic
entanglements and opportunities for intimate encounters might
emerge, yet they find little space in your current chapter.
Engaged in both personal growth and the competitive sprint of
contemporary life, you may encounter resistance from those
you lead or collaborate with. They may present you with critical
decisions, challenging the path you've chosen. Confronted by
doubters or adversaries, it's crucial to maintain your course,
undaunted by external pressures.
Lucky number 15 | Lucky colour Plum
Lucky day Monday

LEO July 23-Aug 22 

In your home life, a deep sense of joy and connection
flourishes, echoing the renewal that comes with spring.
This period is marked by an increase in trust and
affection within the family, including the youngest
members who add their own sparkle and achievements.
Material concerns fade as you bask in well-being and
spiritual contentment. This is a time of great happiness,
solid foundations, and peak health. Embrace this
moment, valuing each loved one. However, as the week
progresses, expect a shift towards more responsibilities
and professional pressures. Balancing these demands
with your personal life is key. Doing so not only
preserves this joyful period but also encourages
personal growth and skill development.

Lucky number 22 | Lucky colour Emerald
Lucky day Friday

SAGITTARIUS Nov 22-Dec 21

YOUR
WEEK

AHEAD
MADHU KOTIYA

sunday
magazine

tarot IV
LONGING IS LIKE THE ROSY DAWN.
AFTER THE DAWN OUT COMES THE

SUN. LONGING IS FOLLOWED BY THE
VISION OF GOD

—RAMAKRISHNA New Delhi, March 24, 2024

Picking up threads from the previ-
ous issue, it is time now to look
at interrelation amongst those

forming Lord Shiva’s entourage. There
remains evolutionary barrier of incom-
municability amongst them, all
marked with their individualistic posi-
tives and negatives. But lord Shiva on
his part, through His selfless force of
love, remains in accord with all of
them at one go. Overlooking their
individualistic vagaries, He does not
differentiate.  Not that He would not
be aware of their individualistic limita-
tions, as His eyes, half open and half
closed would signify.  It implies that
knowingly ignoring their limitations,
simultaneously He acknowledges their
virtues.      
Why? Is Lord Shiva under some com-
pulsion to do that?  Absolutely not, He
purposely does that.  For, He knows
that all creatures, by themselves, are
imperfect, and incapable of meeting
even their existential needs all by one-
self.  But all put together, complement,
and supplement each other to together
make out a perfect self-sufficient
world.  If each one of them is bound
by individual limitations, they are

simultaneously also armed with such
virtues, as would be necessary to nour-
ish and sustain the collective existence.   
Take the case of a trivial looking ter-
mite, which otherwise is known to
spoil wood, paper, and if left unattend-
ed can spoil the crops also.  But then,
they dig hole deep inside the soil
structure to facilitate entry of oxygen
and activate creative potential of the
earth mass.  In the process, the termite
eats earth mass and to digest it, its
body releases necessary enzymes.  It
consumes a small part that it would
need for its own sustenance, and
excretes the rest, and that being rich in
enzyme, further add to the fertility of
the soil.  The termite, however, meets
its end before the crop comes up, but
not before serving the cause of larger
existence.  Similarly, bacteria in a
drain or a sewer pit treats the night
soil, but for which, life will become
inhabitable. In fact, all the creatures
form a food chain, which together sus-
tain the existential order, while at the
same time do not allow them to grow
beyond due and maintain biodiversity
balance.  There is nothing in existence,
without a specific assignment in sup-

port of the collective existence.
Lord Shiva, therefore, wishes to get the
best out of one and all and facilitate
smooth run of the worldly order. So,

he purposely ignores their individual
limitations.  But it doesn’t come about
easy. He bears with lot of pains as He
absolves them all from three types of

sins– Daihika (Body bound), Bhautika
(Material), and Daivika (Cosmic), they
attract as fallout of cause-effect chain
they are bound to.  He absorbs them
all as would His poison fed blue neck
implies.  He does that in the larger
interest of the existential order, but for
which life will become unbearable.   
Serving as provider, He nourishes the
whole living order with all His
resources in hand - the cosmic energy
drawn through lunar crescent, water
stream of river Ganges, and other
resources necessary for sustenance.  It
needs to be appreciated here that we
plunder the earth in a bid to secure
our survival.  But the earth on its part
bears with it kindly, and still supports
us with all provisions - the food it pro-
duces or water bodies it holds in its
womb, vital to our existence.  We,
knowingly or inadvertently, vitiate
even the atmosphere, which could dis-
turb ecological balance, evidently
detrimental to our healthy existence.
Nature, however, exhibits its resilience
by absorbing them all, but for which
our very existence would be at stake. 
Lord Shiva enjoys the confidence of
all.  For, He selflessly serves them all

without any sense of differentiation,
with the sole noble objective to ensure
a smooth run of the existential order.
Selflessness of the all-powerful and all-
knowing Shiva is exemplified by being
bare bodied.  We really need to draw
lesson and imbibe the kindness
extended by nature.
The message, loud and clear, is that the
existential order is premised on the
concept of “Unity in diversity”.
Accordingly, a harmonious coexistence
of all and sundry is called for.  In this
scheme of things, multitude of species
and objects in existence are to dis-
charge their assigned roles towards
essential sustenance and smooth run
of the living order.  The interdepen-
dence of their existence needs to be
underlined here.  For, it is their collec-
tive efforts that could service existen-
tial needs of the living order.  Lord
Shiva, therefore, wishes to get the best
out of all and ensure smooth run of
the worldly order as would the bull
imply.
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In your career, you are enjoying a period of stability and
recognition, bolstered by your hard work and dedication. This
strong foundation you've built is a testament to your character
and resolve. The positive dynamics and cooperation with your
team members contribute significantly to shared successes,
though this might inadvertently attract unwelcome attention
from envious onlookers. In the coming days, be mindful of
overly friendly individuals who may harbor hidden agendas, as
they could attempt to undermine your achievements. It's
crucial to stay vigilant about your financial and legal
obligations, ensuring that all such matters are addressed
promptly. Despite any obstacles, maintain your resilience
against setbacks. Additionally, the latter part of the week holds
promising developments in your personal life, hinting at the
blossoming of a new romantic connection.

Lucky number 19 | Lucky colour Magenta
Lucky day Monday

Lord Shiva calls for
all-inclusiveness

SCORPIO Oct 23-Nov 21


