
K VENKATESHWARLU
n HYDERABAD

The Election Commission has pub-
lished the schedule to elect three
Rajya Sabha Members from
Telangana on Monday along with
53 other RS Members across the
nation.

The election notification will be
issued on February 8 and polling
will be held on February 27. The

last date for filing nominations is
February 15.

Going by the strength of parties,
the Congress will get two Rajya
Sabha MPs and the BRS one RS
Member from the state. 30 MLAs
are needed to elect a Rajya Sabha
Member from Telangana. The
Congress has 65 (64+1CPI MLA)
and it will win easily. The BRS will
win an RS seat easily as it has 39
MLAs.The current RS MPs from

Telangana whose tenures are end-
ing on April 2, 2024, are Badugula
Lingaiah Yadav, Joginapally
Santhosh Kumar and Vaddiraju
Ravichandra.

Congress leaders V. Hanumantha
Rao, K. Jana Reddy, G. Chinna
Reddy, Ch. Vamshichand Reddy,
Renuka Choudhary, Madhu Yashki
Goud and Addanki Dayakar are in
the race for Rajya Sabha seats.

Continued  on  Page  2

NAVEENA GHANATE 
n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy
has ordered the officials concerned
to take appropriate steps for prepar-
ing a digital health profile for
everyone in Telangana State.  The
Chief Minister suggested linking of
the digital health profile card with
a unique number to enable the
authorities to provide required
treatment in emergency situations.
The health profile card will also be
linked with the Arogyasri card.

The Chief Minister discussed
the issue of removing the mandat-
ed requirement of white ration
card to avail benefits under the
Arogyasri scheme. Due to this pro-
vision, the number of people
demanding new white ration cards
has increased abnormally in the
state. The officials have been direct-
ed to bring a common policy under

which nursing,  physiotherapy  and
paramedical colleges can be estab-
lished on the premises of medical
colleges soon. 

Revanth Reddy held a high-level
review on the functioning of the
Medical and Health Department at
the Secretariat on Monday, along
with Health Minister Damodara
Raja Narasimha. The Chief Minister
ordered the completion of the con-
struction of TIMS Super Specialty
Hospitals in Warangal, LB Nagar,
Sanath Nagar and Alwal on a war-
footing. The Chief Minister said that
medical colleges should be linked to
hospitals so that there was no short-

age of doctors.  
Revanth has sought details of

medical, nursing and para-medical
colleges that are yet to be started in
the state. He suggested to officials to
look into the possibility of setting up
a Medical college and a Nursing col-
lege in Kodangal.

The Chief Minister said that
comprehensive medical services
should be made available at
Bibinagar -AIIMS as the facility is
accessed by people from
Khammam, Warangal and
Nalgonda districts too.
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11 TSSPDCL/NPDCL Directors sacked
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana government has
terminated the services of 11
TSSPDCL and TSNPDCL
Directors, saying that their appoint-
ments were illegal.

Some Directors have held their
posts for around five to 10 years far
exceeding the four-year tenure
mandated.

The Energy Department dis-
missed J. Srinivas Reddy, Director

(Operations), T. Srinivas, Director
(Projects), K. Ramulu, Director
(Commercial, DPE, Assessment
and Energy Audit), G. Parvatham,
Director (HR & IR), Ch. Madan
Mohan Rao,  Director (P & MM),
S. Swamy Reddy, Director (IPC &
RAC), Gampa Gopal, Director (E
Audit, DPE & Assessment), B.
Venkateshwar Rao, Director (HR),
P. Mohan Reddy, Director
(Projects),  P. Sandhya Rani,
Director (Commercial), and P.

Ganapathi, the Director (IPC &
RAC) Service.

The order said that the Directors
named in the above list should exit
immediately.

“They were appointed without
following the process stipulated in
GO Ms. No: 18 & GO Ms. No: 45.
The government after careful exam-
ination has decided to take up the
process of appointing Directors
for TSSPDCL and TSNPDCL
afresh as per the procedure laid

down in the GOs,” the order said.
“Accordingly, the services of the

above Directors of TSSPDCL and
TSNPDCL are hereby terminated.
The C & MDs of TSSPDCL and
TSNPDCL should make alternative
arrangements for the above posts
till the process of appointing new
Directors is completed. The C &
MDs of TSSPDCL & TSNPDCL
should initiate the process of
appointing Directors on their
boards,” the order said.

Seven hopefuls in race for Cong ticket
Notification for electing 3 Rajya Sabha MPs on Feb 8

PNS n NEW DELHI

In a path-breaking decision with far-
reaching socio-economic impact,
the Centre has allowed woman
employees to nominate her son or
daughter for family pension, instead
of her husband, according to an offi-
cial statement issued on Monday.

Previously, family pension was
granted to the spouse of a deceased
government servant or pensioner,
while other family members became
eligible only after the spouse's inel-
igibility or demise, the statement
said.

Union Minister of State for
Personnel Jitendra Singh said that
the Department of Pensions and
Pensioners' Welfare (DoPPW) has
introduced an amendment to the
Central Civil Services (Pension)
Rules, 2021, allowing female govern-

ment employees or pensioners to
grant family pension to their eligi-
ble child/children after their own
demise, in place of of their spouse.

The amendment will address sit-
uations where marital discord leads
to divorce proceedings or cases
filed under laws such as the
Protection of Women from

Domestic Violence Act, Dowry
Prohibition Act or the Indian Penal
Code, he said.

"In a path-breaking decision with
far reaching socio-economic impact
and in keeping with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's policy to provide
equitable rights to women, the gov-
ernment has amended the long-

standing established rule, thereby
granting the woman employee the
right to nominate her son or daugh-
ter for family pension, instead of her
husband as has been practice so far,"
said the statement issued by the
Personnel Ministry.

Singh said, the amendment is in
line with PM Modi's policy of giv-
ing just and legitimate rights to the
women functionaries in every sec-
tor.The DoPPW said, the female
government servant or pensioner
must make a written request to the
concerned head of office, stating that
family pension should be granted to
her eligible child/children in prece-
dence to her spouse, in the event of
her death during the ongoing pro-
ceedings.

"If the female government servant
or pensioner passes away during the
proceedings, the family pension

will be disbursed accordingly," the
statement said.

If a woman employee is survived
by a widower with no eligible child,
the family pension will be payable to
the widower, it said.

However, if the widower is the
guardian of a minor child or a child
suffering from a mental disorder, the
family pension will be payable to the
widower, as long as he remains the
guardian, the statement said, adding
that once the child attains majority
and remains eligible for family pen-
sion, it will be payable directly to the
child.

For cases where the deceased
female government servant or pen-
sioner is survived by a widower and
children who have attained major-
ity but are still eligible for family pen-
sion, the family pension will be
payable to such children, it said.

FOR FAMILY PENSION

Centre allows women employees to nominate son, daughter 
Previously, family

pension was granted to

the spouse of a deceased

government servant or

pensioner, while other

family members became
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spouse's ineligibility or
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statement said.
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No jobs or visas for those
caught in ganja cases
PNS n HYDERABAD

Uppal  Excise Inspector S.
Chandrasekhar Goud warned
youth that those found involved in
ganja cases will not get govern-
ment or private sector jobs and
visas.

Speaking to the press on
Monday, he said that the Excise
and Prohibition authorities are
taking strong steps to check the
use of ganja and narcotic drugs by
youth. Authorities have ordered
suspects to come to the police sta-
tion every week. Cases are regis-
tered against them and a watch is

kept on them, he said.
He said that drug addicts have

to come every six months to the
police station on the day decided
by authorities. They will be exam-
ined to find out whether they are
getting freed from narcotic addic-
tion or not.

Similarly, those who have con-
sumed ganja will be bound over
before the magistrate. He clarified
that the law punishes violators of
bind over regulations with two
years of imprisonment and a fine
of Rs 2 lakh.

Bhatti assures sops for
small, medium IT firms
PNS n HYDERABAD

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka said that spe-
cial concessions will be given to
encourage SC, ST and BC entre-
preneurs. There will be budget
allocations to provide incentives
to small and medium IT compa-
nies, animation, gaming and
VFX companies.

On Monday, Minister Duddilla
Sridhar Babu and Bhatti reviewed
the budget proposals prepared by
the departments of IT, Industries
and Parliamentary Affairs.

On this occasion, the officials
explained the performance of
departments through a
PowerPoint presentation. A
report was given about the funds
required for activities planned
annual year.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Deputy CM directed officials to
give special focus on the estab-
lishment of dry ports in the con-
text of industries increasing in

Telangana.
He reminded that there is a

need for dry ports to increase the
exports of goods produced by
industries in the state. The offi-
cials were directed to focus on the
pending allotment of land for
industries across the state.

He said that appropriate com-
pensation would be given for the
land being collected from farm-
ers for setting up industries.

He said that steps should be
taken for the establishment of
leather parks in the state and that
due to the establishment of an
industrial cluster between the
Regional Ring Road and the
Outer Ring Road, road connec-
tivity will increase and the areas
will develop. In the allotment of
land to the industrialists in the
industrial park, it has been sug-
gested that priority should be
given to SCs and STs on the basis
of reservation.

Hyderabad US
Consulate...
In 2023, the U.S. Embassy and
Consulates in India processed a
record-smashing 1.4 million U.S.
visas.  Demand across all visa
classes was unprecedented, with
a 60 per cent increase in
applications compared to 2022.
Indians now represent one out of
every ten U.S. visa applicants
around the world.Visitor visas
(B1/B2) have rebounded to
represent the second highest
number of applications in the U.S.
Mission’s history – over 700,000.
The U.S. Embassy and Consulates
met this demand...
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Days spent in
school may...
Every year spent in school or
university may improve life
expectancy, while not attending an
educational institute could be as
bad as smoking or heavy drinking,
according to a study published in
The Lancet Public Health journal.
The research identified data from
59 countries and included over
10,000 data points collected from
more than 600 published articles.
The team, including researchers at
the Norwegian University of
Science and Technology (NTNU),
found that education saves lives
regardless of age...

In a first in India,
CMFRI to develop...
In a groundbreaking initiative, the
ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute (CMFRI) has
undertaken a pioneering effort to
develop lab-grown fish meat,
marking a significant first in India.
The project aims to propel India
forward in the realm of cultured
marine fish meat, with the goal of
meeting the increasing demand for
seafood while alleviating the
excessive strain on wild resources,
an official release said here on
Monday. In the release, the CMFRI
said cultivated fish meat or lab
grown fish meat is...

Mindset, technical
changes...
After England tore the prediction
books for an epochal 28-run
victory here in the first Test, India
now find themselves in a tight
space, mentally and technically,
ahead of the second match
starting in four days in
Visakhapatnam.  The eternal
optimists will trace a similarity in
situation to England’s tour to these
shores three years ago.  The Three
Lions under Joe Root had
consigned India to a massive 227-
run defeat in Chennai, but after
four days Virat Kohli’s side entered
the field a...

-PAGE: 5

-PAGE: 8

-SPORTS

DDOONN’’TT MMIISSSS......

5 9 P11

‘I just need the opportunity
to showcase my acting

PROWESS’

Don’t treat your child's
report card as visiting 

card: PM
‘PRITAM
DA GAVE A BRIEF OF RAAT AKELI 
THI AS A MODERN-DAY KISHORE
KUMAR AND ASHA BHOSLE SONG’

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Following phone calls received
at our office concerning an
election survey report purport-
edly conducted by 'Pioneer Poll
Strategies Private Limited', the
management of 'The Pioneer'
daily hereby clarifies that the
newspaper is neither affiliated
with the above-mentioned
organisation nor has it conduct-
ed or contributed to the survey
report in question which is in
circulation. 

The daily distances itself from
any findings relating to the sur-
vey linked to 'Pioneer Poll
Strategies Private Limited' and
warns of legal action against
misleading poll surveys.

We hope this clarification
will dispel any confusion among
a section of the public due to the
word 'Pioneer' in the name of
the organisation that allegedly
conducted the survey.As always,
'The Pioneer' remains commit-
ted to delivering unbiased news
to its audience. 

Misleading poll surveys:
‘Pioneer' warns of legal action

Digital health profile card soon
” Payment of Arogyasri

bills to be expedited

” Focus on providing all

services in AIIMS at 

Bibi Nagar

” The health profile card

will also be linked with

the Arogyasri card

CM HOLDS HIGH LEVEL REVIEW

The Chief Minister discussed the issue of removing the

mandated requirement of white ration card to avail

benefits under the Arogyasri scheme. Due to this

provision, the number of people demanding new white

ration cards has increased abnormally in the state.

‘He is not fit to 
be even a sarpanch’
Min Venkat’s comment on Alimineti sparks row
PNS n HYDERABAD

Roads and Buildings Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy's allu-
sion to nepotism in Bharat Rashtra
Samithi while putting down BRS
leader and Yadadri zilla parishad
chairperson Alimineti Sandeep
Reddy triggered an argument
between the two, and sparked an
outrage among BRS leaders on
Monday.

While participating in the inau-
guration of a gram panchayat build-
ing, Komatireddy Venkat Reddy
said reflectively that he did not have
a political godfather and that he had
risen to the position of being a
Minister purely on merit. In con-

trast, former minister KT Rama Rao
became an MLA and a Minister
because of his father. Referring to
the Yadadri ZPP chief, Komatireddy
said: "Sandeep Reddy is not fit
even to be a sarpanch. He became
a ZP chief only because his father
Madhava Reddy is a big leader".

Alimneti Sandeep Reddy, who
was present, expressed his anger
over the Minister's remarks. An
exchange of words ensued between
them. Congress activists then raised
slogans against Sandeep Reddy.
The Zilla Parishad Chairman later
alleged that he was elbowed out of
the meeting by the police.

Navy intercepts
hijacked Iranian
vessel, frees crew
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

INS Sumitra, on Anti-Piracy
Operations along the east coast of
Somalia & the Gulf of Aden,
responded to a distress message
regarding the hijacking of an
Iranian Fishing Vessel (FV) Iman.
The FV had been boarded by
pirates & the crew taken as
hostages.

Construction of 4 lakh
Indiramma houses

‘under progress’
The construction of nearly four lakh
Indiramma houses is progressing.
This was revealed when Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy reviewed the
functioning of the housing
department at the Secretariat on
Monday. Minister Ponguleti Srinivas
Reddy, Chief Secretary Shanti Kumari
and concerned officials were present
at the meeting.Officials briefed the
CM and the Minister about the
housing scheme. From 2004-2014,
23.85 lakh beneficiaries were covered
under the Indiramma housing
scheme. Of these, 19.32 lakh houses
have been completed. 

Continued  on  Page  2
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Rama is God for everyone and for
us too. We should be wary of
those who divide people using
religion and engage in politics in
the name of Ram. We won’t let
the miscreants, who are trying to
bag votes by creating trouble in
Hyderabad in the name of
religion to continue their
games. Do not engage in
politics using the name
of Ram. We will enforce
law and order in
Hyderabad in such
a way as to
create trust
among people.

- Bhatti Vikramarka, Deputy CM, TS
P2

2



Will consider N-K Lift
Irrigation Project: Uttam
Mahabubnagar MLAs, leaders meet Irrigation Minister

PNS n HYDERABAD

Irrigation Minister Capt. N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy assured a
delegation of leaders from erst-
while Mahbubnagar district,
including MLAs, that the
Congress Government would
consider executing the
Narayanpet–Kodangal Lift
Irrigation Project.

A delegation comprising
MLAs Vaketi Srihari Mudiraj
(Makhtal), Chittem Parnika
Reddy (Narayanpet), Yennam
Srinivas Reddy
(Mahbubnagar), G.
Madhusudan Reddy
(Devarkadra) and Kalwakurthy
ex-MLA and CWC Special
Invitee Challa Vamshi Chand
Reddy called on the Irrigation
Minister at the Secretariat on
Monday.

They told the Minister that
the Narayanpet–Kodangal Lift
Irrigation Project would pro-
vide irrigation to the drought-
prone areas of Kodangal,
Narayanpet and Makthal.

They also referred to GO Ms
No: 69 dated 23-05-2014 issued
by the Government of United
AP according to which sanc-
tion was given for preliminary

investigation and a detailed
survey of the proposed project.

The project aims to irrigate
one lakh acres in Narayanpet
and Kodangal in Narayanpet
and Vikarabad districts includ-
ing providing drinking water
facilities to many villages by
pumping up 7.10 TMCs of
water from the Budpur
Balancing Reservoir under
Lift-I of RBLIS.

The proposed new ayacut
covers 53,745 acres in
Kodangal, 25,783 acres in
Makthal and 20,472 acres in
Narayanpet.

The project was given
administrative approval at an
estimated cost of Rs 1,450
crore in 2014 itself.

The delegation said that
administrative approval was
accorded for Stage I of the

Narayanpet–Kodangal Lift
Irrigation Project and an
amount of Rs 133.86 crore
was also released.

It was decided to invite ten-
ders in two stages.
Unfortunately, the BRS
Government could not justify
the demands of the people of
these areas and neglected the
project although it was viable.

“On behalf of the people of
the erstwhile Mahbubnagar
district and especially those
from Kodangal, Narayanpet
and Makthal we request you to
ensure that the project is sanc-
tioned and executed as soon as
possible,” the delegation
requested the Minister.

Responding to the represen-
tation, Uttam assured that the
government would seriously
consider the scheme. 
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ALMANAC

Updated: January 29, 2024 5:00 PM

Forecast: Partly Cloudy
Temp: 31oc

Humidity: 49%
Sunrise: 6:49 AM
Sunset: 6:10 PM

TODAY

HYDERABAD WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Krishna Paksha

Tithi: Chaturthi: Jan 29 06:11 AM
to Jan 30 08:54 AM

Panchami: Jan 30 08:54 AM
to Jan 31 11:36 AM

Nakshatram: 
Uttara Phalguni: Jan 29 06:57 PM

to Jan 30 10:06 PM
Hasta: Jan 30 10:06 PM

to Feb 01 01:08 AM

Rahukalam: 9:40 AM to 11:05 AM

Yamagandam:  9:40 AM to 11:04 AM

Varjyam: 07:33 AM to 09:22 AM

Gulika: 12:29 PM to 1:53 PM

Amritakalam: 01:57 PM to 03:46 PM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 12:06 PM to 12:51 PM

PNS n HYDERABAD

The new MLCs, Prof.
Kodandaram, Amer Ali Khan
and B. Mahesh Kumar Goud,
came to Legislative Council
Chairman Gutha Sukhender
Reddy’s chamber to take oath
on Monday. The MLCs wait-
ed for almost three hours but
Gutha Sukhender Reddy did
not come to the Council on
Monday due to fever.

The MLCs returned to their
residences after they got infor-
mation from the Council
Chairman's office that Gutha
Sukhender Reddy is having
fever and cough since five
days.

The Chairman’s office also
informed them that the
Chairman will conduct the
oath-taking of B. Mahesh
Kumar Goud on January 31 at
3.30 pm and if possible he will
conduct the oath-taking of
Kodandaram and Amer Ali

Khan too on the same day.
However, the elected

Congress MLCs,
Kodandaram, Amer Ali Khan
and B. Mahesh Kumar Goud
were unhappy and said that
the Chairman has been delay-
ing things due to pressure
from KCR.

Meanwhile, Chairman
Gutha Sukhender Reddy
released a press note stating
that some are spreading the
false information that he did
not come to the Council. He
said he had been suffering
from fever and cough for the
last five days and that he did
not attend the Governor's At
Home programme due to
fever.

He said that elected MLCs
Kodandaram and Amer Ali
Khan came to the Council
without informing him. He
said that only Mahesh Kumar
Goud had asked for time and
not the other two.

COUNCIL CHAIRMAN ILL

New MLCs return
without taking oath  PNS n HYDERABAD

“Rama is God for everyone.
He is God for us too. We
should be wary of those who
divide people using religion
and engage in politics using
the name of Ram," Deputy
CM Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu
said.

“We won’t let the miscreants
who are trying to get votes by
creating trouble in Hyderabad
in the name of religion contin-
ue with their games. Do not
engage in politics in the name
of Ram,” he said.

The Deputy CM attended a
meeting of booth committee
leaders of Mushirabad and
Secunderabad on Monday.

Addressing Congress work-
ers on the occasion, he said, “It
would be a shame for
Hyderabad if those who work
for a few win in the Parliament
elections. The Congress which
stands for everyone belonging
to all religions should win.”

He said that he would main-
tain peace and social harmo-
ny n Hyderabad. “We will

enforce the law in Hyderabad
in such a way so as to create
trust among people so that in
Hyderabad everyone can live
freely and independently.”

Bhatti assured that the
Congress government would
stand by the people and ensure
peace. He said that the
Congress government created
wealth and developed
Hyderabad. He said that valu-
able plots in Hyderabad devel-
oped by the Congress were
pocketed by BRS rulers. 

“Leaders should be ideal for
the people, but what is the cul-
ture of those who talk like
street bullies?” Bhatti asked.

‘Won’t allow anyone to
create trouble in Hyd’

‘He is not...Bhatti assures sops... Seven hopefuls in...
Continued from page 1

Subsequently, KTR, in a
statement demanded that
Komatireddy must apologise
to Sandeep. He said, "People
are observing the way
Komatireddy acted arrogant-
ly. Komatireddy recently
threatened to hit farmers
with slippers if they asked
about delay in doling out
funds for Rythu Bandhu. The
Congress, which had
promised 'Praja Palana' after
coming to power, is running
a dictatorial government." 

KTR also spoke to Sandeep
over phone and promised
that the party would back
him.  

BRS leader Harish Rao
took to X and tweeted:"Is this
Praja Palana that the
Congress promised? This is
proof of the dictatorial ten-
dencies of the Congress gov-
ernment.

Continued from page 1

INS Sumitra intercepted
the vessel, acted by the estab-
lished SOPs to coerce the
pirates for the safe release of
the crew along with the boat
& ensured the successful
release of all 17 crew mem-
bers along with the boat.

The FV was subsequently
sanitised and released for
onward transit. The mission
deployed Indian Naval ships
on anti-piracy & Maritime
Security Operations in the
Indian Ocean Region sym-
bolise Indian Navy’s resolve
towards the safety of all ves-
sels and seafarers at sea.

Navy intercepts
hijacked...

Continued from page 1

The Inspector said
the same law will apply
to those who sell ganja
and some other sec-
tions of the law too.

The Excise Inspector
said that five people
were given two years of
imprisonment and
fined Rs 2 lakh for vio-
lating bind over rules.
He said that they have
counselled around 300
students and young
people who had con-
sumed ganja.

The records of those
found drinking and
selling ganja have been
uploaded on the excise
site. 

Continued from page 1

Industr ies  Minister
Sridhar Babu said that the
new MSME policy is going to
be introduced and the main
idea behind it increasing
employment for youth in
rural areas.

He said that there is a
need to give incentives in the
new MSME policy to support
small to medium entrepre-
neurs. During the visit to
Davos, many industrialists
inquired about the MSME
policy and therefore a new
MSME policy is going to be
brought in this state.

He explained that the new
MSME policy will bring eco-
nomic self-reliance to SCs
and STs as well as the eco-
nomically backward groups.
Plans have been prepared
for setting up new industri-
al zones in nine districts.

He said that in GSDP, 65
per cent of the income is col-
lected from industries, and if
appropriate funds are allocat-
ed to industries in the bud-
get, it will be increased to 75
per cent.

He said that we are going
to provide Internet connec-
tivity to every village in
Telangana and already 90
per cent of the fibre cable
work has been completed. He
explained that steps are being
taken to increase the use of
Internet services in every
gram panchayat and other
government offices.

He said that support will
be provided to set up compa-
nies in IT hubs being set up
in districts. He reminded
that it is the responsibility of
the authorities to support
those who are showing local
interest  in sett ing up 
companies.

No jobs or
visas for those
caught...

Continued from page 1

Hanumantha Rao from the
BCs and Chinna Reddy or Ch.
Vamshichand Reddy from the
OCs and Addanki Dayakar
from the SCs are the front
runners as Renuka
Choudhary is in the race for
the Khammam LS ticket. The
party may offer her a Rajya
Sabha ticket in case Sonia
Gandhi decides to contest
from the Khammam Lok
Sabha constituency.

Madhu Yashki Goud con-
tested in the recent Assembly
elections and Jana Reddy’s
son got elected as an MLA.

However, Jana Reddy is
gunning for a Rajya Sabha
ticket or else he wants the
Nalgonda Lok Sabha ticket
but the party has committed
to give the Nalgonda LS tick-
et to Patel Ramesh Reddy. So
there is a chance that Jana

Reddy may also strongly con-
tend for the Rajya Sabha 
ticket.

It is learnt that Jana Reddy
is arguing that there are two
public representatives from
some families like that of the
Komatireddy brothers and if
so why not consider him too. 

Madhu Yashki Goud has
been trying seriously to get
the Rajya Sabha seat and the
only drawback for him is los-
ing the recent Assembly elec-
tion. Otherwise, he would
also have been a frontrunner.

Meanwhile, Hanumantha
Rao, who was a Rajya Sabha
MP three times, is expecting
a Rajya Sabha ticket. Chinna
Reddy and Vamshichand
Reddy are also expecting
Rajya Sabha tickets.
Vamshichand Reddy may get
the Mahbubnagar LS ticket if
the Rajya Sabha ticket is given
to Chinna Reddy.

Congress rejects KTR’s
allegations against Revanth
PNS n HYDERABAD

Responding to KTR’s state-
ments in Sircilla on Sunday,
the AICC’s Communication
Coordinator in-charge,
Sujatha Paul, comprehensive-
ly rebutted all the allegations
levelled against Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy.

“We reject the baseless alle-
gations of KTR regarding
Revanth Reddy's alleged
involvement in bribery to
secure political posts. KTR is
not in his senses. The people
of Telangana know what is
what, who is who, and whom
to vote for in the upcoming

elections. AICC General
Secretary Manickam Tagore
who was TPCC in-charge ear-
lier has consistently upheld
party principles, and any
insinuation of bribery is
unfounded. The term ‘Delhi
Management Quota’ is mis-
leading and lacks substance.
Furthermore, the personal
attacks on Revanth Reddy's
physical stature and character
are not only distasteful but also
a deliberate attempt to divert
attention from the real issues
at hand. The Congress firmly
believes in issue-based politics
and calls for a more respect-
ful political discourse,” she

said.
“KTR should be ashamed of

making such comments just
50 days after the Congress
government took over. We
have already implemented two
of our guarantees and the rest
will follow. KTR should apol-
ogise to women for his disre-
spectful comments on the free
bus transport facility provid-
ed by the government. Unlike
his 10-year tenure, we urge
patience, assuring the fulfil-
ment of all promises. The
people of Telangana deserve a
political environment that
focuses on policies rather than
mudslinging,” she added.

Digital health profile card...
Continued from page 1

The functioning of
Bibinagar AIIMS with full
complement of services will
help reduce burden on
Osmania and NIMS hospitals.
The CM ordered officials to
visit AIIMS and prepare a
report.  Revanth offered to
meet the Union Health
Minister, if necessary, and
explain the necessity of provid-
ing full complement of medical
services in the AIIMS.

The Chief Minister has
asked officials to also develop
alternative facilities so that
people across the state do not
have to rely on Hyderabad
alone for medical treatment.
Area-wise better medical treat-
ment facilities should be devel-

oped to provide best medical
care to people. The Chief
Minister asked officials to con-
tinue Arogyasri services in the
medical colleges.

The officials informed the
Chief Minister about the prob-
lems being faced with regard to
the proposed expansion of
Osmania Hospital. Revanth
Reddy said that Osmania hos-
pital building was a heritage
structure and the issue was
pending before the Court. So,
the state government would
take a call in line with the
directions of the Court.

The Chief Minister has
instructed officials to ensure
that big pharma companies use
their CSR funds to improve
housekeeping and mainte-
nance services in government

hospitals. The officials have
been directed to start this as a
pilot project in
Osmania/Gandhi hospital.

The Chief Minister dis-
cussed the implementation of
Arogyasri and the availability
of funds to implement the
health scheme. Officials have
been asked to clear Arogyasri
bills of government hospitals
every month. Officials were
directed to enter into agree-
ments with private hospitals for
the release of Arogyasri bills
every three months. 

The Chief Minister ordered
officials to immediately release
Rs 270 crore towards pending
Arogyasri bills relating to gov-
ernment hospitals and teach-
ing hospitals affiliated to gov-
ernment medical colleges.

T
he Padma Awards,
among the highest civil-
ian honours of India

announced annually on the
eve of the Republic Day, have
gained significance ever since
Narendra Modi became the
Prime Minister. For, several
unsung heroes from down-
trodden and disadvantaged
sections of society, who
achieve great things against
odds while living in the midst
of common people, are also
being bestowed the Padma
Awards. Normally, the Union
government felicitates promi-
nent persons from various
sections of society in recogni-
tion of their selfless services to
people. 

The Modi government also
honours women who exempli-
fy women empowerment,
while overcoming hurdles in
a male-dominated society. 

During the Congress
regime, bestowing Padma
Awards would mean felicitat-
ing lobbyists and fellow
Congress leaders. The practice
had reduced the significance

of the Padma Awards. But,
Modi has enhanced the pres-
tige of the awards. 

This year, the nation's first
woman mahout, Prabati Barua
of Assam; Jageswar Yadav,
who has dedicated his life to
the uplift of the downtrodden
Birhor and Pahadi Korwa
Adivasi tribes in Chhattisgarh
braving the Maoist violence;
Gurwinder Singh, who is sup-
porting the shelterless,
orphans, women, and the
physically challenged in
Haryana to improve their lot;
K Chellemma, who devel-
oped organic cultivation in
southern Andamans; Yanung
Jamoh Lego, who has treated
over 10,000 patients using
herbal medicines in
Arunachal Pradesh; Somanna,
who has been working hard
for over four decades to
improve the lot of the Jain
Kuruba Adivasi community
people in the Mysuru region
of Karnataka; Uday
Viswanadh Deshpandey of
Maharashtra, who revived the
Mallakambh sport interna-

tionally; couple belonging to
Dusad - Santi Devi Paswan
and Sivan Paswan, who are
striving to give international
exposure to Gond art by orga-
nizing painting exhibitions in
many nations; and many more
artistes, artists and scholars
were selected for the nation's
prestigious civilian awards. 

Former Vice-President M
Venkaiah Naidu was hon-
oured with Padma Vibhushan,
adding a feather to his cap.
Announcing Bharat Ratna to

Karpoori Thakur of Bihar was
also a move in the right direc-
tion. 

Karpoori Thakur hails from
the most backward Nayee
community. It has been 36
years since he passed away.
But, the Prime Minister did
not forget the fact that Thakur
was the person who initiated
social justice measures. It was
Karpoori Thakur who first
suggested the idea of ensuring
quota for the Backward
Classes. The caste census con-

ducted in Bihar revealed that
BCs constitute 36% of the
population. Still, over a peri-
od of several decades, only a
few BC groups benefited.
Karpoori Thakur had realized
that BCs would be able to
come up in life only through
education. So, he encouraged
them to pursue education in
Hindi-- their mother tongue.
He indirectly provided quota
for the BCs in awarding
Government contracts. He
also supported the SCs and

Adivasis. He provided
quota for women
and the economi-
cally backward
classes. Prime
Minister Modi has
also initiated measures in
this direction. 

The OBC Commission
received its constitutional sta-
tus only during the Modi
regime. Modi provided quota
for OBCs in
K e n d r i y a Vi d y a l a y a s ,
Navodaya Vidyalayas, and
NEET exams. He empowered
OBCs economically by
extending them Mudra loans.
Modi has released funds for
OBCs under the
ViswakarmaYojna to enable
them to pursue their caste-
based vocations. Most of the
beneficiaries of social welfare
and developmental pro-
grammes under the Modi rule
belong to the OBC category,
going by findings during the
Vikasit Sankalp Bharat Yatra. 

Karpoori Thakur was among
the first-generation political
leaders who had raised a ban-

ner of revolt against
the Congress after
sensing that it
had been render-
ing injustice to

BCs. He became
CM twice - first as

Socialist Party candidate and
subsequently as one from the
Janata Party. The erstwhile Jana
Sangh (which became BJP) had
supported SamyuktaVidhayak
Dal and the Janata Party, which
had proposed his name for the
CM post. 

After Modi decided to hon-
our Karpoori Thakur posthu-
mously with Bharat Ratna,
those who had become lead-
ers using the legacy of
Karpoori Thakur were
shocked. Lalu Prasad Yadav,
out on bail, claimed that
Karpoori Thakur was his
political ideologue and
observed:"In fact, Karpoori
Thakur should have been
awarded Bharat Ratna long
back". JD (U) leader Nitish
Kumar expressed his view
that Karpoori Thakur had
not received the award during

the Congress regime. Why
did Lalu Prasad Yadav and
Nitish Kumar fail to get
Karpoori Thakur the Bharat
Ratna Award using their good
offices?

Modi is also a down-to-
earth leader like Karpoori
Thakur. When a brother-in-
law of Karpoori Thakur had
approached him when he was
the CM, Karpoori Thakur
gave him Rs 50 and asked him
to buy a barber's kit and con-
tinue family profession. When
it comes to Modi, none of his
family members hold plum
government posts. His two
brothers are engaged in small
vocations. None knows about
them much. As long as his
mother was alive, she lived a
simple life. Taking a cue from
the life of Karpoori Thakur,
Modi has been working for the
empowerment of OBCs,
Dalits, and Adivasis for the
past 10 years. 

Knowing all this, will any-
one have doubts over Modi
getting elected as the Prime
Minister of the country again?

Y SATYA KUMAR 

BJP National Secretary 

TRULY 

SPEAKING

The Modi government also
honours women who exemplify
women empowerment, while
overcoming hurdles in a male-
dominated society.  During the
Congress regime, bestowing
Padma Awards would mean
felicitating lobbyists and fellow
Congress leaders. 

Padma Awards have gained significance under Modi regime

‘Ideologies of RSS, BJP

spreading  hatred’
PNS n KISHANGANJ

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Monday alleged
that the ideologies of the RSS
and the BJP are spreading
violence and hatred in the
country.

Addressing a public rally
in Kishanganj as part of his
'Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra', he
claimed that people belong-
ing to different religions and
castes are fighting among
themselves under the BJP-led
NDA rule at the Centre.

Gandhi's tour to the state
came a day after the
Congress was left high and
dry with former ally Nitish
Kumar, the Bihar chief min-
ister, making a return to the
BJP-led NDA.

Construction of
4 lakh...
Continued from page 1

Of the remaining 4.53
lakh houses, nearly
46,379 houses were
declared damaged after
an integrated survey.

Around 3,017 houses
went to Andhra Pradesh
due to the submergence
of Polavaram villages.
The net number of
houses left and whose
construction is progress-
ing is 4,03,791. Of these,
99,844 houses were
completed till roof level
and 48,184 till lintel
level. 1,81,270 houses
are at the foundation
level and 74,491 are
below the basement
level.
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A partnership between
Australian government and
We Hub to conduct a 13-week
pre-incubation programme to
help women, the marginalised
community and LGBTIQ+
community in entrepreneur-
ship was announced on
Monday.

The partnership was
announced by Minister for
Information D Sridhar Babu
and Australia’s High
Commissioner   Philip Green.

Sridhar Babu said, “The
growth of Telangana will be on
the foundation of women
empowerment. This is the
belief with which we have a
clear mandate and manifesto
which focuses on the lifecycle
of women. From the free bus
facility to enabling women to
have financial freedom through
our scheme, to the procure-
ment of LPG at Rs 500, we
believe that if we do not solve
the ground level issues women
face, we cannot enable them to
step outside to compete in the
world. With our new MSME
policy which is being concep-
tualised, we will ensure that

more women can go from
being homepreneurs, and hob-
bypreneurs to entrepreneurs
who are creating jobs for them-
selves and their local commu-
nities. With the support of the
Australian High Commission,
we rolled out an exclusive pre-
incubation program ‘Upsurge’
for 180 Women Entrepreneurs.
With StartX, a new programme
funded by the Australian gov-
ernment, we will ensure that
WE HUB becomes a single
platform for more women
across the state to become
viable start-ups in the Social
Space and International
exports.”

PNS n HYDERABAD

The NHRC served a notice
to Telangana government
over  media  repor ts  of
women police officers drag-
ging a girl student by hair in
Ranga Reddy on Monday.

The NHRC sought  a
detailed report within four
weeks, including action
taken against the responsi-
ble police officials. 

It has taken suo motu
cognizance of  a  media
report on a video clip show-
ing women police officials
dragging a protesting stu-
dent by her hair during an
agitation on January 24.

Notably, the protest was
staged by some of the stu-
dents  of  Professor
Jayanshankar Telangana
State  Agr icultura l
University.

The C ommission
observed that the contents of
the media report, if true,
raised the serious issue of a
violation of the human
rights of the victim girl.
Accordingly,  i t  i ssued
notices  to  the  Chief
Secretary and the Director

Genera l  of  Pol ice ,
Telangana. 

The report sought should
include the action taken and
the health status of the vic-
tim girl.

According to the media
report carried on January 25,
the students were protesting
against a decision by the
state government allocating
100 acres of land belonging
to the university for the
construction of the new
High Court complex.

The video of the reported
incident went viral on social
media. Meanwhile, the video
triggered public outrage and
as the police action drew
heavy criticism from the
opposition, Rajendra Nagar
police issued a clarification
stating that the action by
two lady constables was
unintent ional  and they
wanted to grab the woman
protesters hand.

Opposit ion leaders ,
including Bharat Rashtra
Samithi  (BRS)  MLC
Kalvakuntla Kavitha, raised
serious concerns over police
brutality and demanded
stern action.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana Director General of
Police Ravi Gupta on Monday
called for install CCTV cam-
eras and other security equip-
ment in the limits of   railway
police stations.

Gupta suggested that that
the GRP personnel investigate
all the accidents happening on
the railway tracks.

On this occasion, Additional
DGP of Railways, Mahesh M
Bhagwat said that foot over-
bridges and fencing at black
spots  should be set up to pre-
vent accidents on the railway
tracks.

Addressing a review meet of
the State Level Security
Committee for Railways
(SLSCR), Gupta said, "In the
Government Railway Police
(GRP) wing police personnel
are working in 12 railway
police stations and in 17 rail-
way outposts. I will discuss the
matter of allocating some more
police personnel required for
Railway Police in Telangana."

Bhagwat further said,
"Secunderabad Rural Railway
Police Sub-Division,
Hyderabad, Secunderabad

Railway Police Inspector's
offices should be either  reno-
vated or  a new office should
be set up.   

Facilities should be upgrad-
ed in Mahabub Nagar,
Vikarabad Nalgonda, Kazipet,
Warangal, Manchiryala railway
stations. Railway police sta-
tions should be established in
Karimnagar and railway out-
posts should be established in
Korutla and Siddipet.  Facilities
should be arranged for the
GRP staff in Lingampally,
Charlapally and Falaknama.”

“It is planned to arrange
vigilance with sniffer dogs to
nab drug peddlers in

Secunderabad, Kazipet areas.
He said that steps should be
taken to provide free medical
facilities for GRP personnel in
the railway hospital,” he added.

The DGP urged railway
passengers to dial 100 or 139
or 1512 where suspicious per-
sons or things are noticed , not
to take food from strangers,
women passengers should
travel where a sizable number
of commuters are in the com-
partment at night. 

“If passengers find their
mobile phones stolen, they
should file a complaint at the
nearest railway police station,”
he concluded. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The thirteenth edition of the
Project Management Institute
(PMI) report stated that the
annualised salary of a Project
Management Professional
(PMP) certified professional
in India receive annual salary
35 per cent higher than a
non-PMP certified profes-
sional.

The survey conducted by
over 20,000 respondents
across 21 countries showed
that certified PMP profes-
sionals report considerable
earnings increased in most
countries. Further many sur-
vey respondents believed that
obtaining a PMP certification
has been valuable to their
careers in addition to being a
significant contributor to
salary growth.

The data for India shows
that the median salary for
project management profes-
sionals across industries was
$ 26,917 (Rs 22.42 lakh).
Choosing a career where
there is a steady progress is a
goal for most professionals.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana State United
Teachers '  Federation
(TSUTF) has requested the
Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka to provide free
power supply to schools.

On Monday, along with
MLC Alugubelli Narsi Reddy,
Federation members submit-
ted a memorandum to
Vikramarka at his camp office
in Praja Bhavan.

They requested the
Minister to ensure that min-

imum wages are extended to
Samagra Shiksha contract
employees and contract
Resident Teachers in
Kasturba Gandhi Balika
Vidyalayas (KGBV), Urban
Residential Schools (URS)
and in Tribal  Welfare
Department.

TS UTF state president K
Jangaiah, and general secre-
taries Chava Ravi and Manik
Reddy have submitted a
request letter to the Deputy
Chief minister on behalf of
the federation.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Rolls-Royce on Monday
announced collaboration
with Hyderabad-based Azad
Engineering to manufacture
and supply complex compo-
nents for defence aircraft
engines.

Through this  agreement,
Azad Engineering will join
the global supply chain for
complex category compo-
nents for Rolls-Royce’s tech-
nologically advanced aero
engines.

Speaking of the agreement,
Rolls-Royce, Executive Vice
President – Business
Development and Future
Programmes and Head of
Global Networks, Alex Zino
said, “Strong collaboration
has been at the heart of Rolls-
Royce’s journey of success in
India. As we work towards
strengthening the defence
ecosystem, we are happy to
expand our supply chain in

India in partnership with
Azad Engineering.  The
sourcing of complex compo-
nents from India for aero
engine programmes further
advances the goal of capabil-
ity creation in the country.”

“The agreement with Azad
Engineering is another signif-
icant step for Rolls-Royce
towards harnessing the
potential of Indian compa-

nies to contribute to the
defence manufacturing
ecosystem. This reiterates
our commitment to building
our presence in India through
local partnerships, furthering
the vision of an Atmanirbhar
Bharat, ” said Abhishek
Singh, Senior Vice President
– Defence, India and South-
East Asia, Rolls-Royce.

Azad Engineering Founder
and CEO, Rakesh Chopdar
said, “We are honoured to be
chosen as a strategic partner
by Rolls-Royce to make crit-
ical and complex compo-
nents for defence aircraft
engines.

Bringing these critical
components to India not only
showcases the capabilities of
Azad Engineering, but also
represents a pivotal moment
for India’s aerospace and
defence industry, demon-
strating the country’s growing
prowess in advanced manu-
facturing.”

PNS n HYDERABAD

It seems that GHMC has
either ignore or forgotten exis-
tence of the link roads, while
constructing new link roads to
ease the traffic in the city. 

A Sultan Bazar, Koti resi-
dent, Yaishwaira, alleged that
a  link road in the area was
encroached upon and GHMC

officials failed to take any
action against him.

Yaishwaira Nandwana said,
“We went to the High court
and we got three court orders
in 2021, 2023 and 2023. The
encroachments have taken
place in House number 4-5-
756/1, near Badichowdi,
Sultan Bazar. The court
ordered the GHMC to remove

the wall which encroachers
built on the road. But still the
GHMC officers have not taken
any action against them”.

On Monday, he went and
submitted a memorandum to
GHMC Commissioner
Ronald Rose. The
Commissioner assured him
that GHMC officials would
solve the problem.

“Around 30 families use
that road. As a last hope we
met GHMC Commissioner,
we are hoping that our prob-
lem will be sorted out”, says
Yaishwaira Nandwana.

On Monday, GHMC
received 138 applications in
the Praja Vani. Out of these 37
applications were received in
head office, 39 in Kukatpally
zone, 29 in Serilingampally
zone, 12 in LB Nagar, 10 in
Charminar, 10 in
Secunderabad zone, and 1
complaint received in
Khairatabad zone.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Union Minister for Tourism G
Kishan Reddy on Monday said
that Arts College building symbol-
ises the quintessential character of
Telangana.

The Minister was inaugurating a
state-of-the-art Sound and Light
System at Arts College, Osmania
University on Monday.

The project, developed under the
"Scheme for Assistance to Central
Agencies" by the Ministry of
Tourism, Government of India, is
set to transform the cultural land-
scape of the institution.

The event was presided over by

Prof  D R avinder,  the Vice-
Chancellor of Osmania University.
Special invitees included Prof  P
Laxminarayana, Registrar OU; Prof
Reddya Naik,  OSD to Vice-
Chancellor, OU; Prof. C. Ganesh,
Principal, UCA & SS, OU; and Dr.
A. Anupama, Vice-Principal, UCA
& SS, OU.

Kishan Reddy commended the
collaborative efforts that brought
the project to fruition. He empha-
sised the transformative impact it
will have on cultural and artistic
expressions within the university.
He thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for giving him an
opportunity to serve the Ministry

of Culture and Tourism in his
Cabinet.

One of the responsibilit ies
entrusted to his Ministry was to
engage citizens with local histories
and culture of their region. He said
that one of the effective mediums
was by building sound and light
shows and dynamic lighting at
places that are historically impor-
tant so that the significance of the
place along with the ef forts
involved with each such site would
be passed on unto future genera-
tions.

The Minister also conveyed that
the Osmania University has played
an unparalleled role in empower-

ing generations of the youth of the
region with education and erudi-
tion.

Prof D. Ravinder expressed grat-
itude to the Ministry of Tourism
and all stakeholders for their sup-
port and commitment to the
enhancement of cultural infra-
structure at Osmania University.

Ministers Jupally Krishna Rao,
Ponnam Prabhakar,  M. Srilatha
Shoban Reddy, Deputy Mayor,
GHMC, Hyderabad,  and
Corporator, Tarnaka and Burra
Venkatesham, Principal Secretary
to Government,  Educat ion
Department,  Government of
Telangana.

PMP –certified
professionals
geting higher
salaries: Survey

Australia to partner with WE Hub
A 13-week pre-incubation programme to help women, marginalised and LGGTIQ+ community will he held

Australian envoy hails free bus travel facility for women

A
ustralia’s High Commissioner
to India, Philip Green,
praised the Six Guarantees of

the Congress Government,
especially the free bus travel
facility for women. Australian
High Commissioner Philip Green
and Bengaluru Consulate General
Hilary McGeachy met the
Telangana IT and Industries
Minister, Duddilla Sridhar Babu,
in Hyderabad on Monday. The
Minister explained to them about
the favourable investment
environment in the state. He also
said that special centres are being
set up to train youth. Agreeing
that Hyderabad is a good place
for investment, Philip Green said
that he will take the initiative to
encourage investments from his
country in Telangana. Industries
Minister Sridhar Babu discussed
new farming methods with the
Australian delegation. He said that
policies are designed in such a
way so as to benefit farmers and
steps are being taken to directly
help farmers after eliminating
middlemen. Sridhar Babu told

them that universities, experts
and researchers are constantly
trying to make agriculture and
allied sectors profitable.
The Australian High
Commissioner in India, Philip
Green OAM, and the Telangana
Minister for Information
Technology, Electronics,
Communications, Industries and
Commerce, Duddilla Sridhar
Babu, announced a new
partnership between the
Australian Government and ‘WE-
Hub’ of the Government of
Telangana on Monday.
The new programme, Start-X, is a
13-week pre-incubation
programme delivered by WE Hub
to encourage women,
marginalised communities and
the LGBTIQ+ community in
entrepreneurship.
“The growth of Telangana will be
on the foundation of women
empowerment. We have a clear
manifesto that focuses on the
lifecycle of women. From the free
bus facility to enabling women to
have financial freedom through

our scheme, to the provision of
LPG for Rs 500 a cylinder, we
believe that if we do not solve the
ground-level issues women face
we cannot enable them to step
outside to compete in the world.
With our new MSME policy,
which is being conceptualized, we
will ensure that more women can
go from being homepreneurs,
hobbypreneurs to entrepreneurs
who are creating jobs for
themselves and their local
communities. We will also ensure
that there are legislative
processes through which we can
procure from Women
Entrepreneurs. With the support
of the Australian High
Commission, we have rolled out
an exclusive pre-incubation
programme ‘Upsurge’ for 150
women entrepreneurs. With
StartX, a new programme funded
by the Australian Government, we
will ensure that WE HUB
becomes a single platform for
more women across the state to
launch start-ups in the social
space and international exports.

NHRC takes suo motu cognisance
of cops pulling a woman
student’s hair in PJSTAU

PNS n HYDERABAD

In 2023, the U.S. Embassy and
Consulates in India processed a
record-smashing 1.4 million U.S.
visas.  Demand across all visa
classes was unprecedented, with
a 60 per cent increase in applica-
tions compared to 2022. Indians
now represent one out of every
ten U.S. visa applicants around
the world.

Visitor visas (B1/B2) have
rebounded to represent the sec-
ond highest number of applica-
tions in the U.S. Mission’s histo-
ry – over 700,000.  The U.S.
Embassy and Consulates met this
demand through a three-month
staffing surge in Mumbai early in
the year, by increased permanent
staff levels, and through the
employment of innovative tech-
nical solutions.  Process improve-
ments and investments in staffing
have brought the appointment
wait time for visitor visas down
from an average of 1,000 days to
only 250 days around the coun-
try.  Wait times are minimal in
all other categories.

In 2023, the U.S. consular

team in India issued over 140,000
student visas – more than in any
other country in the world set-
ting a record for the third year in
a row.  Taken individually,
Mumbai, New Delhi, Hyderabad,
and Chennai now stand as the
top four student visa processing
posts in the world.  

As a result of these surging
numbers, Indian students have
become the largest group of
international graduate students in
the United States and make up
more than a quarter of the over
one million foreign students
studying in the United States.

Employment visas remain a
top priority.  Consular Team
India consolidated most petition-
based visa processing in Chennai
and Hyderabad to increase effi-
ciency, leading to the processing
of over 380,000 employment
visas for Indians and their fam-
ily members in 2023 and allow-
ing the U.S. Mission to maintain

a minimal appointment wait
time.  In 2024, a pilot program
will allow eligible H1B holders to
renew their visas in the United
States, further streamlining the
process for this group.

Consulate General Mumbai
eliminated a queue of over
31,000 immigrant visa cases
delayed by the pandemic.  Those
who have a pending immigrant
visa petition and are ready for
scheduling can now obtain an
appointment within the stan-
dard, pre-pandemic appoint-
ment window.

The U.S. Mission continues
to invest in the future of con-
sular services in India and
explore ways to provide more
efficient and convenient ser-
vices.  These investments have
included the opening of a new
$340 million dollar facility in
Hyderabad in March 2023, the
announcement of two new
consulates in Ahmedabad and
Bangalore, continued capital
improvements to our facilities
around the country, and the
permanent assignment of more
consular officers to India.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana CID on
January 25 nabbed a person
allegedly involved in cyber
crime. He eluded police since
2016.

A non-bailable warrant was
issued against Sohail Poddar
(37) a native of
Mumbai. He
was arrested
from Sonipat
district of
Haryana.

In march
2016, com-
plainant Syed
Adnan Najeeb
saw an adver-
tisement post on classifieds on
OLX website where a Hyundai
Verna Fluidic 1.6 CRDi premi-
um car was on sale for Rs
3,50,000.

Najeeb contacted the given
mobile number as he was
interested to buy the car. The
receiver introduced himself as
Al-Hussain, a citizen of Dubai
and he was temporarily in

India he had a car in India, and
it was in the Cargo at Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport.
However due to exorbitant
charges, he decided to sell
away the car. In order to make
the deal, Hussain forwarded
Mahesh's contact to Najeeb.

Najeeb contacted Mahesh
and deposited Rs
93,000 in a bank
account number
provided by the
accused. Based
on complaint by
Najeeb , a case
was registered
under section 66-
D of IT Act and
sections . 420,

120-B IPC in CID Police
Station.

However, Hussain and
Mahesh did not appear before
the court. The non-bailable
warrant special executions
team arrested Hussain on
November 23 last year from
Delhi. Poddar was produced
before the Nampally court on
Monday for a judicial remand.

Telangana CID arrest
cybercriminal,
produce him in court

TSUTF calls for free
power to schools

Despite HC orders, GHMC 
fails to remove encroachments

‘Arts College building symbolises quintessential character of TS’

DGP assures deployment
of additional railway police

Rolls-Royce, Azad Engg ink pact to
develop defence engine components

Facilities should
be upgraded in
Mahabub Nagar,
Vikarabad
Nalgonda,
Kazipet,
Warangal,
Manchiryala
railway stations

Through this
agreement, Azad
Engineering will
join the global
supply chain for
complex category
components for
Rolls-Royce’s
technologically
advanced aero
engines

PROCESSING STUDENT VISAS

Hyderabad US Consulate
among top 4 in world 
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PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana BJP President G.
Kishan Reddy said that the
BJP will not tie up with the
BRS and will contest the Lok
Sabha elections on its own.

He said that the KCR fam-
ily has been speaking arro-
gantly and added that no
other politician in the coun-
try will speak like KCR and
his family members.

Addressing the Shakti
Vandan Workshop in
Hayathnagar on Monday,
Union Minister  Kishan
Reddy said that the BRS gov-
ernment contracted debts
amounting to Rs 7 lakh crore.

He said that implementa-
tion of the 6-guarantees by
the Congress government
has become a big question
and that there is a chance
that the schedule for the Lok
Sabha elections would be
published in the last week of
February.

He said that many scams
took place under Congress
rule in the country and so the
Congress is now out of
power. The people are angry
with the corruption of the
Congress and so they voted
the BJP to power, he said and
added that the opposition
has no guts to criticise the
Modi government.

BJP won’t ally with BRS, will
contest LS polls alone: Kishan

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana Revenue
Employees Service Association
(TRESA) appealed to Revenue
Minister Ponguleti Srinivas
Reddy to restore the village
revenue system.

The TRESA also requested
the Revenue Minister to bring
back to the Revenue
Department VROs who are
being transferred to other
departments.

TRESA representatives met
Minister Ponguleti Srinivas
Reddy on Monday at the
Secretariat. TRESA President
Vanga Ravinder Reddy,
General Secretary K. Goutham
Kumar, former VRO JAC
Chairman Golkonda Sathish,
Secretary General Sudhakar
Rao, co-chairman Suresh Babu
and others are among the
TRESA leaders who met
Minister Ponguleti.

Later, speaking to the media,
TRESA President Vanga
Ravinder Reddy said that there
is a need to strengthen the rev-
enue system to take social
welfare schemes to the people
effectively, to offer revenue

services continuously, to pro-
tect government lands and to
inquire about various applica-
tions in the field.

The TRESA representatives
expressed happiness over the
popular government formed
under the leadership of
Revanth Reddy and for think-
ing in favour of the people and
employees.

They said that they are
happy that the government
favours restoring the village
revenue system and for recog-
nising the troubles the people
are facing due to the lack of
VROs and VRAs.

They said that the BRS gov-
ernment transferred them to

other departments overnight
without considering the
seniority of VROs. Now VROs
are undergoing mental agony
and are not getting promo-
tions. They said that they had
appealed to the Minister to
solve their problems from a
humanitarian angle and to
bring back VROs to the
Revenue Department if they
want and to give promotions to
them depending on their qual-
ifications.

TRESA said that the
Minister had assured them
that the Congress government
would strengthen the village-
level revenue system and solve
all the problems of VROs.

TRESA urges Ponguleti to
restore village revenue system

Komatireddy warns KTR against
using intemperate language

PNS n BHONGIR

Minister for Roads and
Buildings Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy on Monday
clarified that Revanth Reddy
rose from a Zilla Parishad
Territorial constituency mem-
ber to the Chief Minister’s
post. He became chief minis-
ter with the support of one
and all, he said.

The Minister was reacting
to former Minister for
Information Technology KT
Rama Rao’s remarks that
Revanth Reddy is no match
for former Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao.  He
advised KTR to refrain from
using intemperate language.  

He accused KTR of becom-
ing MLA on the strength of
his father’s political clout. 

The Bharat Rashtra Samithi

indulged in large-scale cor-
ruption in the Kaleshwaram
project and even hills were

not spared from corruption,
he said, alleging that the bar-
rages built during BRS regime

are in a precarious position.
He cautioned KTR to exer-

cise caution while speaking

and labelled him unequal to
Revanth Reddy to criticise the
latter. 

The arrogance of KTR
helped Congress candidates
win the elections in Nalgonda
district with a huge margin of
votes, he said. He said that
KTR seemed under delusion
and he talked irrationally. 

He further said that he
had resigned as minister in
support of the demand for a
separate Telangana.  He
described KCR’s deeksha at
the height of a separate
Telangana agitation as a fake
one.

Yadadri  Bhogir  Zi l la
Parishad Chairman Sandeep
Reddy, who was present,
express anger over the
Minister's remarks. There was
exchange of words between
them.

Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy speaking at a meeting in Bibinagar in Yadadri Bhongir district on Monday

The Minister took exception to former minister KT Rama Rao’s remark that CM
Revant Reddy is no match for former CM K Chandrashekar Rao

PNS n SURYAPET

Former Minister G Jagadish
Reddy has charged Road and
Buildings Minister
KomatireddyVenkat Reddy
with behaving in a barbaric
way. He cited the minister’s
conduct towards Bhongir ZP
Chairman Alimineti Sandeep
Reddy is a fine example of the
minister’s barbarism.

Condemning the Minister’s
behaviour at a media confer-
ence held here on Monday,
along with former MLA G
Kishore Kumar and State BRS
secretary Y Venkateswarlu, he
charged the police with
elbowing away Sandeep

Reddy from the meeting.
He demanded that the

Director General of Police
take action against the police

for their rude behaviour
towards the people’s represen-
tative. 

He told Venkat Reddy that

display of such arrogance of
power was not advisable. The
people in undivided
Nalgonda district would
puncture the minister’s ego,
he warned.

He said that Venkat Reddy
bowed to late Chief Minister
YS Rajasekhara Reddy.
Venkat Reddy has no right to
criticise the BRS, Jagadish
Reddy said.  

Komatireddy forfeited his
right to speak about BRS
boss KCR

When people question
Komatireddy for implemen-
tation of the guarantees, the
minister has been growing
impatient, he lamented.

Former Minister G Jagadish Reddy speaking to the media in Suryapet on Monday

Komatireddy’s conduct barbaric,
says Jagadish Reddy

REOPENING OF NIZAM SUGAR FACTORY

PNS n MEDAK

Farmers of the Mumbhojipalli
Nizam sugar factory have
pinned hopes on the Revanth
Reddy government for getting
the factory reopened after sev-
eral decades.

The farmers feel happy as
they understood that Revanth
Reddy is keen on gettin the fac-
tory gates reopened.

Medak is known for cultiva-
tion of sugarcane. The Nizam
sugar factory was started in
1987 in Mumbhojipalli mandal
of Medak district. In those
days, farmers used to cultivate
sugarcane in some thousands
of acres.

The Nizam sugar factory

used to earn sizeable profits in
those days. However, some of
the sugar factories in undivid-
ed Andhra Pradesh sustained
losses. Its adverse impact was
felt on the Nizam sugar facto-
ry too. Consequently, the sugar
factory was closed down, dri-

ving the can growers onto the
streets.

Since the closure of the fac-
tory, the factory owed money
to the farmers who have sup-
plied sugarcane to the facility.

The then Chief Minister of
undivided AP, N Chandrababu

Naidu, entrusted the factory to
a private management unable
to run the factory which sus-
tained losses.

The closure of the factory
deprived the workers, sugar
cane supplies and others
thrown out of employment.

There were insances of the
farmers staging dharnas, rasta
rokos and other protest pro-
grammes along with the
employees to get the factory
reopened. But their efforts
went in vain. 

The new Congress regime,
headed by Revanth Reddy,
assured the farmers and work-
ers on getting the factory
reopened bringing happiness
to all the stakeholders.

Cane growers, workers pin hopes on Cong govt

Loyalty a big question mark in all political parties
SNCN ACHARYULU
n HYDERABAD

Loyalty has become a big
question mark in all political
parties. When the party is in
power everyone acts loyal to
it and its leadership. When it
loses power the same persons
dump their loyalty and run
towards the party which is in
power.

In the last 10 years, this has
happened in the Congress
and now it is happening in
the BRS. Only very few
remain committed to their
parties regardless of whether
it is in power or not. The lead-
ers of most parties do not give
importance to such people.

When the BRS was in

power no one dared to speak
against the party and its lead-
ership. When the BRS lost
power they are now openly
speaking against the party
and changing their loyalties.
This is not confined to top
leaders but has spread to
lower ranks too.

When the BRS was in
power around 25 Congress
MLAs shifted their loyalty to
it. After the Congress came to
power some BRS MLAs are
planning to shift their loyal-
ties. If not today they will do
that tomorrow.

Around 25 municipalities
have come to the Congress
from the BRS. In the Sircilla
Assembly constituency repre-
sented by BRS Working

President KT Rama Rao also
the BRS is facing the same sit-
uation.

When a BRS MLA was
asked why they are not pre-
venting their municipalities
from going out of their grasp
he replied that in the
Assembly elections, they had
spent a lot of money. If the
BRS wants to prevent losing
municipalities they will have
to spend money. In money
and power politics one can-
not prevent cadres from shift-
ing loyalties, he added.

The BRS leadership is
gradually losing its grip on
party cadres and leaders. For
this, the BRS cannot blame
the Congress as the BRS did
the same when it was in

power.
In many Assembly con-

stituencies local BRS leaders
are leaving the party and
joining the Congress. This
can affect the party in the
forthcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

If the BRS fails to win most
of the LS seats in Telangana
some BRS leaders may leave
it. BRS MLAs are also wait-
ing for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions to decide their moves.

Some BRS leaders have the
confidence that KCR will do
something in the coming
days to bring the party back
to power. They are still sail-
ing with the party due to that.

The comments of some
top BRS leaders that the

Congress government would
not survive five years have
boosted their confidence. At
the same time, the Congress
government is trying to
entangle some top BRS lead-
ers in criminal cases to
demoralise its cadres.

But BRS leaders are claim-
ing that when even Prime
Minister Narendra Modi can-
not touch KCR how can Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy dare
to do that? They are also say-
ing that Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy does not
enjoy support within his
party.

Whatever it may be
Telangana is going to witness
a lot of political manoeuvres
in coming days.

Union Minister said
that the KCR family
has been speaking
arrogantly and added
that no other politician
in the country will
speak like KCR and
his family members.

Govt to clear Telangana Bhavan
construction after Central nod
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana government’s
Special Representative in New
Delhi, Mallu Ravi, said that the
construction of the Telangana
Bhavan will start once the
Union Home Ministry takes a
decision regarding that. He
said that he was confident that
the Home Ministry would take
a decision soon.

Mallu Ravi said that he will
discuss with the Telangana
Resident Commissioner the
state’s pending issues and will
meet Central officials.

On Monday, Mallu Ravi met
officials of the Union Home
Ministry and discussed with
them matters concerning
Telangana. He brought the
issues to the notice of the
Centre.

Mallu Ravi handed over
acceptance documents regard-
ing the division of assets of the
AP and Telangana Bhavan in
New Delhi.

He later said that he had dis-
cussed with the Union Home
Ministry’s Additional Secretary
about NDRF funds. The
Additional Secretary said that
the Centre will examine the
issue if the State sends propos-
als.

Mallu Ravi also took up the
issue of allocating more IPS
officers to Telangana with the
Union Home Ministry.

He said that AP and
Telangana had jointly decided
to give three and a half acres of
Shabari bloc and five and a half
acres of Pataudi House to

Telangana. The remaining land
in Pataudi House, Narsing
Hostel lands and the Godavari
Bloc will go to AP.

Mallu Ravi said that he had
appealed to the Union Home
Ministry’s Additional Secretary
to take the decision soon as the
Telangana Cabinet will approve

the construction of the New
Delhi Telangana Bhavan only
after the Home Ministry’s deci-
sion.

He said that Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy will lay the
foundation stone for construct-
ing the New Delhi Telangana
Bhavan.

PNS n KADAPA

APCC president Y S Sharmila
refuted the accusations lev-
elled by YSRCP leaders against
her husband Anil, denying any
lobbying with Sonia Gandhi
during a Congress party meet-
ing in Kadapa on Monday.

Addressing the gathering,
Sharmila dismissed the claims
made by a YSRCP member,
suggesting that Congress leader
Pranab Mukherjee had con-

veyed Anil's request to Sonia
Gandhi not to release Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy from prison.

Sharmila clarified that Anil,
accompanied by YS Bharati, did
meet Sonia Gandhi but ques-
tioned the authenticity of the
allegations. She challenged
YSRCP leaders to verify the
claims with Pranab Mukherjee's
son and accused both YSRCP
leaders and 'Sakshi' media of
personal abuse.

Refuting misleading reports
in 'Sakshi' media, Sharmila
asserted her ownership share in
the media house, attributing it
to her father. She emphasised
her identity as YS Sharmila
Reddy, the daughter of
Rajasekhar Reddy, and her
commitment to serving the
people of Andhra Pradesh.

Born in a hospital in
Jammalamadugu, Sharmila
emphasised her roots in
Andhra Pradesh, challenging

YSRCP leaders to do their
worst. She expressed disap-
pointment over the failure of
both Naidu and Jagan Reddy to
establish a steel factory in
Kadapa, a project she believed
would have created over 20,000
jobs if her father were alive.

In Kurnool, Sharmila crit-
icised the State government
for the widespread sale of
illicit liquor and questioned
the absence of a digital pay-
ment system in liquor sales.
She highlighted the lack of
checks, audits, and inquiries
into corruption in AP, slam-
ming the BJP-led Centre for
not ordering an inquiry.

YS Vivekananda Reddy's
daughter, YS Sunita, met
Sharmila, and both paid trib-
utes to YS Rajasekhar Reddy at
YSR ghat in Idupulapaya.

Anil didn’t lobby against
Jagan's release from jail

Sharmila clarified that
Anil, accompanied by
YS Bharati, did meet

Sonia Gandhi but
questioned the

authenticity of the
allegations. She

challenged YSRCP
leaders to verify the
claims with Pranab

Mukherjee’s son.
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T
he Delhi Police and the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) have won the best
marching contingents in the Republic Day parade of 2024, an official document from
the Ministry of Defence said on Monday. While the Delhi Police wins the best women

contingent trophy in 'judges choice category', the CRPF in 'popular choice category', the
document said. Expressing delight, Delhi Police PRO and Deputy Commissioner of Police
(DCP) Suman Nalwa in a post on her 'X'
account said, "A moment of immense
pride...Delhi Police marching contingent
in Republic Day parade has been
declared the 'Best Marching Contingent'
among the CAPF and other auxiliary
forces in Judges Choice category."
"Thanks to everyone who voted for Delhi
Police's Nari Shakti at Kartavya Path,"
Nalwa said. A trophy representation
ceremony will be organised at RR Camp
in Delhi Cantonment at 12.30 pm on
January 30.

T
he Centre on Monday refrained from implementing stricter measures to curb
pollution in Delhi-NCR, even though air quality in the region is predicted to
turn 'severe' on January 30. This is the third time since January 24 that the

central government has decided against employing disruptive measures to
control air pollution. The 24-hour average Air Quality Index (AQI) in Delhi stood
at 356 at 4 pm on Monday. It
is likely to deteriorate to the
'severe' category (AQI above
400) on Tuesday, according to
the India Meteorological
Department and the Indian
Institute of Tropical
Meteorology. If the AQI
breaches the 400-mark,
authorities in Delhi-NCR are
required to invoke stricter
curbs under Stage III of the
Centre's Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) to control
air pollution.

T
he Mumbai police have arrested five persons for allegedly assaulting a jeweller and his
wife and robbing them at gunpoint of gold worth Rs 1.43 crore, an official said on
Monday. The police recently made arrests in connection with the robbery that occurred

in the Vakola area of suburban Santacruz on January 19, the official said. The police
apprehended Balusingh Bhairavsingh Parmar (20), a former employee of the jeweller, and
Mahiparl Changram Singh (21) from
Palghar district, while Lerulal alias Lucky
Mithalal Bhil (21), Mangilal Mithalal Bhil (28)
and Kailash Bharalal Bhil (19) were arrested
from Rajasthan. According to the police,
Balusingh reached his former employer
Naresh Solanki's flat with the other accused.
He was allowed to enter the apartment as he
was acquainted with the couple. The
accused beat up the couple and threatened
them at gunpoint before decamping with
gold jewellery worth Rs 1.43 crore from the
apartment, the official said.

R-Day parade: Delhi Police, CRPF
women win best marching contingents

Delhi's AQI set to turn ‘severe' 5 held for robbing jeweller, his 
wife at gunpoint

PNS n NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said it is
crucial to instill resilience in
children to help them cope
with pressures and asserted
that parents and teachers
should collectively address
challenges faced by students.

Interacting with students,
parents and teachers during
his annual Pariksha Pe
Charcha programme, the
prime minister advised par-
ents against treating their
child's report card as their
own visiting card and suggest-
ed that students should com-
pete with themselves and not
others.

"It is crucial to instill
resilience in our children and
help them cope with pres-
sures... We cannot do switch
off, pressure is gone. One
must become capable of bear-

ing any kind of pressure. They
should believe that pressure
keeps on building, and one has
to prepare oneself," he said.

Prime Minister Modi also
suggested students to "always
make friends who are more
intelligent and work harder".

"You must be inspired by such
friends. Don't let the pressure
of studies and examinations
overpower you," he said.

Modi said that even though
competition and challenges
act as inspirations but compe-
tition must be healthy.

"Lot of parents keep on
giving examples of other chil-
dren to their children. Parents
should avoid doing these
things...," he said.

The prime minister said,
"We have also seen that those
parents who have not been
very successful in their lives
have nothing to say or want to
tell the world about their suc-
cesses and achievements,
make the report card of their
children as their visiting card.
Whenever they meet some-
one, they will tell them the
story of their children."

"You must not compare one
child with another as that can
be detrimental to their future.
Some parents treat their chil-
dren's report card as their vis-
iting card, this is not good," he
said at the seventh episode of
his outreach programme with
students ahead of examina-
tions.

PNS n BHUBANESWAR

Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Monday expressed
apprehension that the 2024
Lok Sabha elections would be
the last opportunity for the peo-
ple to save democracy, as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi might
prefer dictatorship in case his
party wins the upcoming polls.

He also urged people to keep
away from the BJP and its ide-
ologue RSS, alleging that they
are "like poison".

"This will be the last oppor-
tunity for the people to save
democracy in India. If
Narendra Modi wins another
election, there will be dictator-
ship in the country. The BJP
will rule India like Putin in
Russia," Kharge said while
addressing a party rally.

Launching a scathing attack
on the BJP and RSS, Kharge
said that the present govern-

ment under Modi is being run
by threatening states and lead-
ers of the opposition.

"Notices are being served to
the leaders and ED & Income
Tax has become weapons to
grind the political opponents,"
he claimed adding that the
people should be aware of the
BJP and RSS ideologies.

He alleged that the leaders
are threatened to leave their
parties and alliances if they
oppose the ideologies of BJP
and RSS.

Kharge claimed that Rahul
Gandhi was frequently threat-
ened as he opposed the BJP and
the RSS.

"However, Rahul Gandhi did
not come under their pressure
and continues to fight against
such forces that are out to
divide the nation," the Congress
president said.

On the JD(U) of Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar return-
ing to the NDA leaving the
Congress camp on Sunday,
Kharge claimed it will not have
any impact on the polls.

"One person quitting
Mahagathbandhan will not
weaken us. We will defeat the
BJP," he said.

The Congress president also
described Modi as a "habitual
liar" whom he accused of mis-
leading the people by assuring
2 crore jobs every year and Rs
15 lakh money in every Indian's
bank account.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Centre on Monday
extended the ban on terrorist
group Students Islamic
Movement of India (SIMI)
for five years for its involve-
ment in fomenting terrorism
and disturbing peace and
communal harmony in the
country.

In a post on 'X', Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
said that bolstering Prime
M i n i s t e r
Narendra Modi's
vision of zero tol-
erance against
terrorism, SIMI
has been declared
an 'Unlawful
Association' for a
further period of
five years under
the Unlawful
A c t i v i t i e s
Prevention Act
(UAPA).

As many as 10 state govern-
ments - Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Jharkhand, Kerala,
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana and Uttar
Pradesh - have recommended
the declaration of SIMI as an
"unlawful association" under
the provisions of the UAPA.

The SIMI was first declared
outlawed in 2001 when the
Atal Bihar Vajpayee govern-
ment was in power and since
then the ban has been extend-
ed periodically.

"The SIMI has been found
involved in fomenting terror-
ism, disturbing peace and

communal harmony to threat-
en the sovereignty, security
and integrity of Bharat," Shah
said.

In a notification, the Union
Home Ministry said the SIMI
has been continuing its sub-
versive activities and re-organ-
ising its activists who are still
absconding.

The group is disrupting the
secular fabric of the country by
polluting the minds of the
people by creating communal,

disharmony,
propagating
anti-national
s e n t i m e n t s
and escalating
secessionism
by supporting
militancy and
undertaking
activities that
are prejudicial
to the integri-
ty and securi-

ty of the country, the notifica-
tion said.

"Whereas the SIMI has been
indulging in activities, which
are prejudicial to the security
of the country and have the
potential of disturbing peace
and communal harmony and
disrupting the secular fabric of
the country.

"And whereas, the central
government for the above-
mentioned reasons is firmly of
the opinion that having regard
to the activities of the SIMI, it
is necessary to declare the
SIMI as an unlawful associa-
tion with immediate effect.. for
five years," the notification
said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Nitish Kumar was the subject,
social media the platform and
levity the mood for many
who used wordplay, snappy
one-liners and cartoons to
lampoon the Bihar chief min-
ister for forming a new gov-
ernment with the BJP in
another political somersault.

Paltu Chacha', Paltu Putra'
and Paltu Ram'... the names
were many. As political pun-
dits analysed the JD-U chief 's
latest move, humour in its
many shades rolled
out on Whatsapp,
X, Facebook and
Instagram with
netizens putting on
their comic caps,
referencing the
corporate world,
cinema and crick-
et to make their
points.

"He Nitished
me" went the translation' for
"Usne mujhe dokha diya" in a
WhatsApp forward, the word-
play turning the veteran politi-
cian's name into a verb. A new
coinage as it were for cheat-
ing'.

Tongue firmly in cheek, a
post on X by the handle
Kungfu Pande listed five cor-
porate lessons. "Work like
Nitish kumar, Love your job,
not your company," it said.

"5. Always be flexible. 4.
Switch at the right time. 3.
Never burn the bridges. 2. Be
open to join the company

again. Last but not the least...
1. Never quit without anoth-
er offer in the hand," the post
read.

Kumar on Sunday resigned
as chief minister of Bihar,
saying "things were not work-
ing well" for him in the
'Mahagathbandhan' and the
opposition bloc INDIA. In his
fifth switch in over a decade,
he formed a new government
with the BJP, a party he had
dumped 18 months ago, and
was sworn in as chief minis-
ter of the state for the ninth

time.
J o u r n a l i s t

M a d h a v a n
Narayanan sug-
gested a cricket
tournament for-
mat with a minor
tweak in the rule
of the game.

"BCCI is think-
ing of starting a
new cricket tour-

nament format to boost rev-
enues and the game's mass
appeal. Halfway through a
match the captain will be
allowed to switch sides. It is
going to be called the Nitish
Cup," he posted on X.

X user D Muthukrishnan
propped Kumar as a "role
model" for CEOs.

"If you got selected as CEO
for 9 times despite all merg-
ers and acquisitions, you're the
role model for CEOs in cor-
porate India," he posted.

There were several funny
movie allusions.

PNS n NEW DELHI

If a party does not believe in giv-
ing due respect to the court's
orders or mandate of law, they
are not entitled to any leniency,
a Delhi court said, dismissing a
plea for waiver of costs imposed
earlier.

Additional Sessions Judge
Pulastya Pramachala was hear-
ing the plea by Akil Ahmed alias
Papad, who had earlier been
directed to pay Rs 10,000 as costs
for his counsels not turning up
to cross-examine prosecution
witness Constable Gyan Singh
after he identified the petition-
er as a culprit in a 2020 north-
east Delhi riot case.

The matter pertains to rioting

and arson allegedly by an unlaw-
ful assembly comprising Papad
and others under the Dayalpur
police station limits in February
2020 during the communal riots.

On January 20, the court
directed Papad to deposit the
costs as his counsels remained
absent on the first date of cross-
examination and on the second
date, they refused to cross-
examine the constable, saying a
senior lawyer was not present.
This was an "unprofessional"
approach by the counsels and
they did not take care of their
duties towards the accused and
the court, the judge had
observed while imposing the
costs.

In an order passed on January

24, the court noted that Papad
had filed a plea seeking a waiv-
er of the cost and said that his
conduct had not been good.

"There has to be a limit to tak-
ing a lenient approach," it said,
adding that in the "latest show
of unprofessionalism," Papad
and his counsels filed the present
plea only on the evening of
January 23.

"This shows the mindset of
the applicant (Papad) and (his)
counsels as to how much regard
they had for the orders passed
by the court. If a party does not
believe in giving due respect to
the orders of the court or the
mandate of law, he is not enti-
tled to seek any lenient approach
from the court of law," it added.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday dismissed a PIL
seeking a direction to the
Centre, states and union ter-
ritories to comply with judi-
cial orders, wondering how
such a common order can be
passed.

All court orders have to be
complied with subject to con-
ditions, a bench headed by
Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud said while dis-
missing the PIL.

"All parties who are gov-
erned by the orders of the
court are duty-bound to
adhere to it, subject to
appeals, etc. A writ cannot be
filed...," observed the bench,
which also comprised justices
JB Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra. "How can a common
order be passed by entertain-
ing a writ petition?" the bench
wondered, and advised peti-
tioner-lawyer KK Ramesh,
hailing from Madurai in
Tamil Nadu, to join a senior
lawyer and learn "some law".

"You have some free time.
I think you can join a senior
and learn some law. We told
you last time also that do not
file such petitions. The direc-
tions cannot be given to
comply with the court orders.
The directions come when
there is no compliance. Law
is you have to comply with
orders passed," the CJI said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Every year spent in school
or university may improve
life expectancy, while not
attending an educational
institute could be as bad as
smoking or heavy drinking,
according to a study pub-
lished in The Lancet Public
Health journal.

The research identified data
from 59 countries and includ-
ed over 10,000 data points col-
lected from more than 600
published articles.

The team, including
researchers at the Norwegian
University of Science and
Technology (NTNU), found
that education saves lives
regardless of age, sex, location,

and social and demographic
backgrounds.

They found was that the risk
of death drops by 2 per cent
with every additional year of
education. That means those
who completed six years of
primary school had a lower
risk of death by an average of
13 per cent.

After graduating from sec-
ondary school, the risk of
dying was cut by nearly 25 per
cent, and 18 years of education
lowered the risk by 34 per
cent. according to the study.

Researchers also compared
the effects of education to
other risk factors such as eat-
ing a healthy diet, smoking,
and drinking too much alco-
hol, and they found the health
outcome to be similar.

For example, the benefit of
18 years of education can be
compared to that of eating the
ideal amount of vegetables, as
opposed to not eating vegeta-
bles at all, they said.

Not going to school at all is
as bad as drinking five or more
alcoholic drinks per day or
smoking ten cigarettes a day

for 10 years, the researchers
said.

"Education is important in
its own right, not just for its
benefits on health, but now
being able to quantify the
magnitude of this benefit is a
significant development," said
study co author Terje Andreas
Eikemo from NTNU.

While the benefits of educa-
tion are greatest for young
people, those older than 50
and even 70 years still benefit
from the protective effects of
education, the researchers
said.

They found no significant
difference in the effects of edu-
cation between countries that
have reached different stages
of development. This means
that more years of education
is just as effective in rich
countries as in poor countries.

"We need to increase social
investments to enable access to
better and more education
around the globe to stop the
persistent inequalities that are
costing lives," said Mirza Balaj,
co-lead author and postdoc-
toral fellow at NTNU.

Don’t treat your child's report
card as visiting card: PM

No more elections if Modi
wins 2024 LS polls: Kharge

PNS n BHOPAL

Two Madhya Pradesh
Congress leaders on Monday
engaged in a scuffle in the
party's headquarters here,
videos of which went viral
on social media, prompting
the ruling BJP to claim inter-
nal disputes in the grand old
party had got intense.

In the videos, Pradeep
Ahirwar, a former president
of the MP Congress'
Scheduled Caste depart-
ment, and party spokesper-
son Shaharyar Khan can be
seen arguing over ticket dis-
tribution in the November
Assembly polls, hurling
abuses and then scuffling,
during the course of which
the latter was pushed to the
ground.

The incident occurred on
the premises of the Congress'
state headquarters in the
presence of some media per-
sons.

PNS n NEW DELHI

A former employee at the
'gaushala' of RJD chief Lalu
Prasad's wife Rabri Devi
acquired a property from a
railway job aspirant and later
transferred it to the ex-Bihar
chief minister's daughter
Hema Yadav, the ED, which
is probing the land-for-jobs
case, alleged Monday.

The central agency had filed
a charge-sheet early this month
before a Delhi court naming
Lalu Prasad's family members
Rabri Devi and her daughters
Misa Bharti and Hema Yadav
as accused, apart from some
others.

In the charge-sheet, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
has also named Amit Katyal

(49), an alleged "close associ-
ate" of Lalu Prasad and his
family members, Hridayanand
Chaudhary, an alleged benefi-
ciary of the scam and the for-
mer 'gaushala' employee, and
two firms -- A K Infosystems
Pvt. Ltd. and A B Exports Pvt.
Ltd. -- through their common
director Shariqul Bari.

The Delhi court took cogni-
sance of the charge-sheet last
week and issued notices to the

accused to appear before it on
February 9 for commence-
ment of trial against them
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

Katyal was arrested by the
ED in November last year for
"knowingly assisting Lalu
Prasad and his family in
money laundering". He is cur-
rently lodged in a jail under
judicial custody.

On Monday, the ED ques-
tioned and recorded the state-
ment of Lalu Prasad, 75, at its
Patna office as part of its probe
into the case.

His son and former Bihar
deputy chief minister Tejashwi
Yadav has been called for ques-
tioning in the case on Tuesday
in Patna.

Cong leaders
scuffle over
Assembly poll
ticket distribution

Govt extends ban on terror
group SIMI for 5 years

SC junks PIL
plea for blanket
order to Centre,
states AND UTs 

ED: Ex-employee of Rabri Devi's
‘gaushala' took property as bribe

Petitioners not giving due respect to court
orders do not deserve leniency: Court

'Aaya Kumar, gaya Kumar'?: Congress slams
Nitish, accuses him of betraying opposition
PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress on Monday
attacked Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar with another
"aaya Kumar, gaya Kumar" jibe
at him, a day after the JD(U)
leader's latest volte-face in the
state.

The Congress also posted on
X a widely shared meme on his
frequent volte-face in the last
few years, which said that the
governor expressed surprise
when Kumar went back to take

his scarf he had left at the Raj
Bhawan within 15 minutes of
his oath taking for the ninth
time. Kumar on Sunday
resigned as the Chief Minister
of Bihar, saying "things were not
working well" for him in the
Mahagathbandhan or the grand
alliance and the opposition bloc
INDIA, and formed a new gov-
ernment with the BJP, which he
had dumped less than 18
months ago.

"After taking oath, Nitish
Kumar ji forgot his 'muffler'

(scarf) in Raj Bhawan.
When he came back halfway

to pick up, the Governor was
shocked that this time not even
15 minutes had passed,"
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said in a post in
Hindi on X. In another post in
Hindi, he said, "Girgit ko bhi
karni padi naye rang ki khoj, ye
shoorveer badalte hain itne
rang roz (even chameleon had
to search for a new colour as
these 'warriors' change so many
colours everyday)."

‘He nitished me' to 'Paltu
Chacha': Nitish Kumar's 'swing

politics' sparks humour fest

Days spent in school may improve life expectancy

INDIA TO HAVE DICTATORSHIP



I
s this financial evolution a
gateway to a new revolu-
tion? I am sure it is! As we

become aware of the oppor-
tunities and dive deep to
empower the fintech land-
scape of today, we realise
that it is poised for yet anoth-
er progression. The intersec-
tion of technology, regulato-
ry changes, and shifting con-
sumer behaviours offers tan-
talizing glimpses into the
future. Here, we delve into the
key predictions for fintech
trends in the forthcoming
year.
1. Embedded Finance Takes
Centre Stage
The convergence of finance
with non-financial platforms
is set to redefine traditional
banking. Embedded finance,
wherein financial services are
integrated into non-financial
platforms, will witness expo-
nential growth. Whether it's
e-commerce platforms offer-
ing instant credit options or
ride-sharing apps facilitating
seamless payments, the
boundaries between fintech
and other sectors will blur,
offering consumers unparal-
leled convenience. 
For instance, the API provid-
ed by PaySprint empowers
individuals who are unable to

visit a physical bank branch or
face difficulties by enabling
them to use our products.
This is not it, companies
operate under different
domains, such as SprintOPN,
SprintVerify, and SprintNXT.
These are streamlined for
customers and follow the fin-
tech trend to meet the expec-
tations of the customers.
2. Decentralized Finance
(DeFi) Gains Traction
The DeFi movement, which
leverages blockchain to recre-
ate traditional financial sys-
tems like lending and borrow-
ing without intermediaries,
will continue its upward tra-
jectory. With its promise of
transparency, reduced costs,
and increased accessibility,
DeFi platforms are set to
attract a broader user base.
Fintech companies focus on
this trend and aim to estab-
lish a strong presence through
API infrastructure. They are
providing a trusted collabora-

tion platform for the business
community, with zero man-
ual intervention goal is to
make online onboarding easy
and hassle-free, with mini-
mum documentation
required to get started instant-
ly
3. Rise of Digital Identity
Solutions
As digital transactions bur-
geon, the need for robust
identity verification mecha-
nisms becomes paramount.
Digital identity solutions,
underpinned by biometrics,
AI, and blockchain, will
emerge as a cornerstone of
secure and seamless banking
experiences. These solutions
will enhance security proto-
cols and streamline customer
onboarding and authentica-
tion processes.
The banking and financial
services would reach the
remotest areas  and  be a cat-
alyst for the Indian Financial
Inclusion movement.
4.AI driven Personalization
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
will continue to reshape the
fintech landscape, particu-
larly in customer experience.
Advanced AI algorithms will
enable banks to offer hyper-
personalized services, from
tailored financial advice to

customized product recom-
mendations. This heightened
personalization will foster
stronger customer relation-
ships, driving loyalty and
retention.
5. Sustainable Finance
With increasing global
emphasis on sustainability,
green finance will ascend to
the forefront of fintech inno-
vations. Fintech platforms
will integrate ESG
(Environmental, Social, and
Governance) metrics, offering
users insights into the sustain-
ability credentials of their
investments and spending
patterns. Moreover, we can
anticipate the rise of fintech
solutions designed explicitly
for financing renewable ener-
gy and conservation projects.
6. Evolution of Central Bank
Digital Currencies (CBDCs)
The exploration and potential
issuance of CBDCs by central
banks will be a pivotal devel-
opment. CBDCs, digital rep-
resentations of fiat currencies,
have the potential to stream-
line cross-border transac-
tions, enhance monetary pol-
icy effectiveness, and foster
financial inclusion. 

(The writer is a 
digital banking expert; 

views are personal)

P
akistan is back to doing what it is known best for --- India bashing. Taking a
cue from the India-Canada spat, though that controversy has petered out and
Ottawa has even acknowledged that New Delhi is helping it in the probe, Islamabad

has accused India of conspiracy to kill two of its citizens (known terrorists) on its
soil. While Pakistan's attempt to draw a parallel with the Canada situation is not sur-
prising, it is important to scrutinise the evidence and call Pakistan's bluff. Rather than
launching a thorough investigation into the alleged killing of the two operatives, Pakistan
has swiftly pointed the finger at India. In doing so, it aims to divert attention from the
real issues and create a parallel narrative that manipulates public perception and serves
its geopolitical interests. However, it is essential to note that each incident has its unique
context, and attempts to equate these oversimplify complex geopolitical dynamics.
India has categorically denied any involvement, besides calling for a transparent and

impartial investigation to ascertain the facts.
Basically, New Delhi has effectively challenged
Islamabad to provide concrete evidence supporting
its claims. This is not the first time that Pakistan has
sought to blame India for its problems. It has often
accused India of instigating insurgents in Baluchistan,
though without any evidence. The latest allegation
must be seen in light of Pakistan's background of har-
bouring terrorists on its soil. 
It must be remembered that it was Pakistan that pro-
vided a sanctuary to Osama bin Laden. The coun-
try is currently undergoing a serious existential cri-
sis and would do everything to blame others for its

shortcomings. Terrorists that are creating havoc in Pakistan are its own creation. It
does not help if it keeps indulging in theatrics to pacify hardliners back home. Pakistan
has a history of deflecting attention from internal issues and gain international sym-
pathy. By blaming India, Pakistan hopes to portray itself as a victim of external aggres-
sion, conveniently ignoring the persistent issue of terror within its borders. As the world
scrutinises Pakistan's claims, it becomes imperative for Islamabad to present verifi-
able proof linking India to the alleged killing. Until such evidence is produced, the inter-
national community must resist the temptation to hastily accept Pakistan's narrative.
Instead, nations and global organisations should insist on a thorough and unbiased
investigation into the incident. By doing so, they can contribute to the establishment
of truth and discourage the manipulation of facts for political gain. The recent allega-
tions linking India to the killing of two terrorists demand a meticulous examination of
the facts. The international community must remain objective. By calling Pakistan's
bluff, the world can contribute to fostering regional stability and holding nations account-
able for their actions. As the situation unfolds, a commitment to truth and justice will
be essential in navigating the complex web of geopolitics in South Asia. 

Firing blanks

public about their rights and empower
them to report malpractices.
Implementing stringent laws against
unethical conduct, coupled with regu-
lar monitoring of health centres, can
deter misconduct. 
Moreover, addressing the shortage of
doctors by offering competitive incen-
tives for government service can
enhance healthcare accessibility, espe-
cial ly for the underprivileged.
Strengthening the medical infrastruc-
ture and promoting accountability will
contribute to a healthier and more equi-
table society.

Mahi Khandelwal | Ujjain  

LONG LIVE THE REPUBLIC
Sir — India's evolution as a republic is
a compelling saga of triumph over
centuries of darkness, marked by unwa-
vering determination, resilience, and
advancement. The struggles and sacri-
fices of numerous freedom fighters
paved the path for a rejuvenated India,

constantly pushing boundaries and
asserting its prominence globally. The
recent G-20 conference exemplifies
India's potential as a leader on the world
stage, while the burgeoning spirit of self-
reliance foretells a promising future for
every Indian. 
In essence, India's republican journey
encapsulates the profound beauty of
human perseverance, inscribed in the
narrative of progress and the assurance
of a splendid future. From overcoming
historical challenges to basking in the
air of freedom, the tapestry woven is
magnificent, reflecting the indomitable
spirit that propels the nation forward.
The indelible ink of progress and the
promise of a glorious future define the
essence of India's remarkable journey as
a republic—a testament to the endur-
ing human spirit.

Mohd Ashraf Siddiqui | Lucknow

ADDRESS GAZA CRISIS
Sir — The International Court of Justice
told Israel to take action to prevent
genocidal violence in the Gaza Strip by
its armed forces. According to the
World Food Programme, there is a risk
of pockets of famine in the Palestine
enclave as Israeli authorities have been
systematically denying the WFP access
to northern Gaza to deliver aid. Unicef
has described the Gaza Strip as the most
dangerous place in the world to be a
child. The Ministry of Health in the
Gaza Strip said that over 26,000
Palestinians including many children
and women had been killed leaving
more than 64,000 wounded in Gaza. It
has been reported that Nasser Hospital
and El Amal City Hospital in Khan
Younis are under "extreme danger"
from Israeli bombardment. 
After Russia invaded Ukraine in
February 2022 several sporting bodies
banned teams and players from Russia
and Belarus from taking part in sport-
ing events. When they are allowed to
participate, they have to play as neutral
athletes without the names and flags of
their respective countries. That is how
Dannii Medvedev of Russia and Aryna
Sabalenka of Belarus have played in the
Australian Open tennis tournament.
Similar actions must now be taken
against Israeli teams, clubs and players.
India should not comply with the
demands of the Israeli construction
companies to send one lakh Indian con-
struction workers to Israel.

Sujit De | Kolkata 

CURB MEDICAL MALPRACTICES
Sir — Recently, 45 government medical
officers of Haryana have been accused
of indulging in various kinds of mal-
practices in the course of performing
their duties. This reflects poorly on the
government health services across the
state. A robust and ethical medical sys-
tem is crucial for India to ensure the
well-being of its citizens. Adequate
awareness campaigns can educate the
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Indonesian artistes perform during the International Ramayana Utsav, in Varanasi PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Pak's claim of an India link in the killing of two
terrorists on its soil is purely to score brownie points

studies and interactions that in
rural areas, preference for
becoming a teacher is still
considered an achievable
choice by parents and family
members. Getting a job as a
police- it must be stated- is
now suspect because of the
widely prevalent public per-
ception that it would require
too much of resources and
sources. Even for the job of
teachers, perceptions are
changing fast. There is no
surety about regular recruit-
ment or recruitment regular-
ly. Even if one gets appointed
as a Shiksha-karmi or an hon-
orarium-paid teacher with any
other fancy designation, the
sword of uncertainty looms
large for years together with no
guarantee of getting absorbed
in the regular pay scale and
grade. 
One of the universal expecta-
tions is the system would
become more compassionate,
empathetic, transparent,
responsive and helpful to the
learner. The NEP-2020 has
been announced and has
entered its fourth year of
implementation. One expects
that the innovations and
changes proposed will become
visible shortly.
It must; however; be stated

that improvements in the qual-
ity of school education -partic-

ularly rural schools - are most-
ly dependent upon the prior-
ity it gets from the state gov-
ernments. The central govern-
ment has been promptly assist-
ing states in educational
reforms in various ways and
this includes academic and
professional support along
with financial contributions to
enhance infrastructure, includ-
ing additional teachers.
Education is not getting its due
priority in several states. This
was particularly true for the
states like Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh which need educa-
tional reforms very urgently.
After going through the ASER
report, one arrives at the infer-
ence that the nation must
deliberate upon how signifi-
cant it is to ensure that every
child gets a good quality edu-
cation and acquires the neces-
sary skills, including the skill
of acquiring new skills
throughout his active profes-
sional life. It is also necessary
that everyone acknowledges
the primacy of the role of
teachers and schools in
rebuilding a new India. This is
not happening uniformly at
present.  To illustrate the point,
I would like to quote the fol-
lowing from the National
Education Policy – 2020:
“15.2/ According to the Justice/
JS Verma Commission (2012)

constituted by the Supreme
Court. A majority of stand-
alone TEIs – over 20,000 in
number are not even attempt-
ing serious teacher education
but are essentially selling
degrees for a price. Regulatory
efforts so far have neither
been able to curb the malprac-
tices in the system, nor enforce
basic standards for quality,
and in fact have had the neg-
ative effect of curbing the
growth of excellence and inno-
vation in the sector. The sec-
tor and its regulatory system
are, therefore, in urgent need
of revitalisation.”
The ASER report must inspire
individuals and institutions
to ensure speedy, accurate and
correct reforms are put in
place. The neglect of practical
work in schools and even in
vocational training centres
including polytechnics  and
engineering colleges is a cause
of concern. This has already
been established by the closure
of hundreds of engineering
and management institutions,
but not much effective
improvement is visible at the
ground level.  And this is just
not acceptable in a vibrant
responsive system. 

(Professor Rajput works in
education, social cohesion
and religious amity. Views

expressed are personal)

Rural India deserves
better schooling

T
he recent ‘Annual
Status of Education
Report’ -ASER- pub-
lished by the NGO
Pratham has once

again attracted the attention of all
those interested in education and
the future of India; and its march
towards a knowledge society.
The first ASER report came in
2005 and it was expected to stir
the conscience of not only the
education system but India as a
whole. By that time, the credibil-
ity and public acceptance of gov-
ernment schools was already
very low and anyone who could
afford it financially made every
effort to put their children in pri-
vate schools, which interestingly,
are known as public schools in
India. The decline has continued
and it is evident by the mad rush
in cities and towns, for admission
to preschool classes in private
schools. People are willing to pay
exorbitant fees and the aspiring
middle class is ready to cut even
other necessary family expenses
to educate their children in good
schools. Over the years, school
education in India has shown
remarkable progress on various
fronts, but several major concerns
have also emerged regarding
quality, skill acquisition and insti-
tutional work culture. 
One of the great achievements of
the past few decades has been the
social acceptance of educating
girls and this has become equal-
ly acceptable in rural India also.
However, the present report indi-
cates 43.7% of boys having a
smartphone as against only 19.8%
of girls. It is encouraging to note
that 90% of youngsters have a
smartphone at home. The present
survey was conducted amongst
rural kids of 14-18 age group in
28 districts of India across 26
states with a sample of 34,745
children. The quality of the ‘grow-
ing up’ is indicated by the percent-
ages of children who indicated
their work aspirations for the
future. One was disappointed
that 21% could not respond to
what they would like to become
in years ahead. The top preference
of 13% is for a job in the police
and 11.4% would like to become
teachers. 
Agriculture-related work is an
aspiration of only 1.4%! One
could safely state from other

Schools need Government support

THE ASE’S REPORT

MUST INSPIRE

INDIVIDUALS AND

INSTITUTIONS

ENTRUSTED WITH

THE TASK OF

IMPLEMENTATION OF

THE NEP 2020 TO

ENSURE THAT

SPEEDY, ACCURATE

AND CORRECT

REFORMS ARE PUT

IN PLACE

The rise of digital banking:
Fintech trends in 2024

I
t was established under the Private Education
Act (RTE) with the noble purpose of provid-
ing quality education to students from eco-

nomically weak and disadvantaged families. Due
to RTE, the condition of private unaided
schools has become financially weak. The
Maharashtra state government has spent 2400

crores of subsidy to the schools, and the schools
themselves have now become financially weak.
In 31 thousand schools of the state, 17 thou-
sand 670 rupees were being given to each stu-
dent in the form of subsidy under the RTE Act.
However, the state government reduced this sub-
sidy to 8000 rupees during the Corona period,
but the schools accepted it. In fact, this figure
has been increasing for the last six years.  
For this academic year, the government had
announced an outstanding grant of 200 crores,
but actually Rs. 40 crores reached the schools.
The law was enacted with a noble intention
through RTE to provide quality education to stu-
dents from economically weak and deprived
families, but the same law is making the school
management financially weak and deprived.  By
withholding crores of rupees, the students and
the school management have been indirectly
made financially weak.

Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Mumbai 

J S RAJPUT

S ANAND

Fintech will drive financial inclusivity, streamline transactions and redefine

the way individuals and businesses interact with financial services

Despite the Government's support, the Annual Status of Education Report suggests that

the urgency for educational reforms is not uniformly recognised across States
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THE EASE AND
ANONYMITY OF

GENERATING
ONLINE

HATE SPEECH,
AMPLIFIED BY

SOCIAL MEDIA,
POSE A 

GLOBAL 
THREAT,

TRANSCENDING
BORDERS 

AT MINIMAL 
COST

W
e all eat to live to survive because if we stop eating, we will die.
Hence to avoid this fate, we all eat good food & drink enough
water. However, nowadays there has been a new prevalent fash-

ion of ‘live to eat’ that’s getting rampant in society. This new concept
has nothing to do with our biological survival. Those who indulge in this
do it because of some other reason outside of simply staying alive. In
short, eating to live is a biological understanding whereas, living to eat
is a psychological, social, and emotional disorder that needs urgent atten-
tion because emotional and disordered eating can wreak havoc on our
mental, emotional, and physical health if left unaddressed, and, not to
mention, the massive amount of time and energy it takes up, leaving
one much less able to focus on what matters in his/her life. 
For most of us, emotional eating has become a habit of comfort – in

other words, it’s a behaviour induced by certain cues like situations, feel-
ings, people, commercials, etc. Scientific studies done over the years
reveal that animals & people who were more stressed ended up eating
more and getting fatter. In general, most of us consider emotional eat-
ing as food addiction, just like we consider shopping, gambling, and other
behaviours as addictions. There is no doubt that these behaviours can
sometimes seem to take on a life of their own and make you feel like
you’re just going along for a scary ride. But are they all the same? Well!
they do seem like addictions on the surface, and it may be handy to
use the term as a metaphor. We need to understand the difference between
emotional eating and other behaviours are compulsions, not addictions.
A compulsion is something you feel you have to do; an addiction is some-
thing you can’t live without. Emotional eating, therefore, is a psycho-
logical compulsion to do something that would otherwise cause emo-
tional distress, not physical withdrawal. The force that drives the behav-
iour, is the need to counteract feeling controlled by certain external forces
by acting out against those or other external forces. 

Learning to recognize your emotional eating triggers is the first step to
breaking free from food cravings and compulsive overeating, and chang-
ing the habits that have sabotaged our diets in the past. Using food from
time to time as a reward, or to celebrate isn’t necessarily a bad thing.
But, when eating becomes our primary emotional coping mechanism
& when our first impulse is to open the refrigerator whenever we get
upset, angry, lonely, stressed, exhausted, or bored, we get stuck in an
unhealthy cycle where the real feeling or problem is never addressed.
Emotional hunger can't be satisfied with food; it only temporarily masks
underlying feelings. To break the cycle of overeating, address the emo-
tions triggering the urge. Without effective emotional management, con-
trolling eating habits becomes challenging. Recognize the power you have
over cravings; delay satisfying them for a few minutes. Use this time to
assess your emotions. 
Psychologists who have examined patients with eating disorders found
that those who were taught how to meditate had lower levels of relapse
and more positive outcomes after release than those who received only
conventional diet or nutrition treatments. Hence it would not be difficult
to recognise the value of Meditation for the elimination of the habit of
stress eating and introduce this theory and practice as a subject in
Education so that the youth & children can be saved from this fatal dis-
order which is more prevalent among them. Remember! Calming the
mind for a few minutes may provide the distance needed to make a rea-
sonable and healthy decision about whether to eat a chocolate cake or
go in for a meditation session. 

(The writer is a spiritual educator & popular columnist, 
views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
EAT TO LIVE, DO NOT

LIVE TO EAT

A
s the Chairperson of the
National Commission
for Protection of Child

Rights (NCPCR), I have close-
ly observed the transformative
journey of the Indian educa-
tion system, especially in the
context of examinations.
Central to this transformation
is Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's 'Pariksha Pe Charcha'
initiative, a pioneering effort to
alleviate the stress surrounding
exams. We need to understand
this significant shift and advo-
cate for a societal movement to
destress the exam process. 
Over the last few decades, the
Indian education system has
seen a tendency to equate
academic success with a stu-
dent's overall worth, which has
inadvertently created an envi-
ronment of high pressure.
This approach has led to neg-

ative consequences, including
student anxiety and mental
health issues. 'Pariksha Pe
Charcha' emerges as a pivotal
initiative, redefining this out-
look by viewing examinations
as a celebration of knowledge
and learning.
Through my experiences and
interactions within the educa-
tional sphere, I have come to
understand the importance
of this cultural shift. The annu-
al dialogues initiated by Prime

Minister Modi are not just
conversations; they are cata-
lysts for nationwide education-
al reform. These interactions
allow for an exchange of ideas
and concerns, fostering a sup-
portive and understanding
environment for students.
At the core of 'Pariksha Pe
Charcha' is the focus on a
holistic educational approach.
It challenges the convention-
al focus on grades and marks,
advocating for a system that
values understanding, critical
thinking, and practical appli-
cation of knowledge. Parents
and teachers play a crucial role
in this transformation. In
many Indian households, there
is a deep-rooted belief that aca-
demic excellence is the sole
path to success, often over-
shadowing other talents and
skills. Changing this mindset

is essential. We need to foster
a balanced approach where
academic achievements are
acknowledged, but not at the
expense of a child's mental
health or personal growth.
Furthermore, the Indian socio-
economic landscape demands
an education system that is
adaptable and inclusive.
'Pariksha Pe Charcha'
acknowledges this need and
champions an education sys-
tem that nurtures diverse tal-
ents, encouraging critical and
creative thinking, essential for
tackling future challenges.
However, the true measure of
success for such an initiative
lies in its acceptance and
implementation across the
nation. This requires a collab-
orative effort from the govern-
ment, educational institutions,
parents, and students. 

In addition to these efforts,
there is a need for a broader
dialogue on the purpose of
education. Education should
not just be about scoring well
in exams but about developing
a well-rounded personality.
This includes nurturing emo-
tional intelligence, ethical val-
ues, and a sense of social
responsibility. 'Pariksha Pe
Charcha' can be a platform to
initiate discussions on these
broader aspects, ensuring a
more comprehensive develop-
ment of our future generations.
Moreover, integrating innov-
ative teaching methodologies
can play a significant role in
transforming the learning
experience. Interactive and
experiential learning meth-
ods can make education more
engaging and less intimidating. 
'Pariksha Pe Charcha' is a

journey towards an educa-
tion system that respects and
nurtures individual potential.
It marks the beginning of an
era where examinations are a
part of a larger, more enrich-
ing educational experience.
Our collective responsibility is
to ensure that this change is
deeply ingrained in our edu-
cational philosophy. With per-
sistent efforts and a united
vision, we can redefine the way
examinations are perceived,
leading to a future where our
children are not just academ-
ically proficient but also emo-
tionally and ethically strong.
In this context, it is crucial to
address the broader implica-
tions of this stress-free exam-
ination approach. Reducing
stress is not merely about
changing the examination pat-
tern; it involves nurturing an

ecosystem that supports men-
tal well-being and encourages
continuous learning. This
involves creating supportive
environments both at home
and in schools, where children
can express themselves freely
and seek help without hesita-
tion.
Additionally, incorporating
life skills and emotional intel-
ligence into the curriculum is
essential. In today's rapidly
changing world, students need
to be equipped with skills
such as resilience, adaptabili-
ty, and empathy. These skills,
along with academic knowl-
edge, will prepare them to face
life's challenges effectively.
Continuous dialogue between
educators, policymakers, and
stakeholders can lead to more
informed and effective strate-
gies for educational reform.

'Pariksha Pe Charcha' can
serve as a model for such col-
laborative efforts, fostering a
culture of open communica-
tion and shared learning.
The path forward requires
persistence, collaboration, and
a shared vision. It is a path
towards a future where our
education system not only
imparts knowledge but also
instils values and builds char-
acter. With continued efforts
and a united commitment to
change, we can ensure that the
spirit of 'Pariksha Pe Charcha'
permeates every aspect of our
education system, making it a
nurturing, inclusive, and
empowering space for all our
children.
(The writer is Chairperson of,
the National Commission for

Protection of Child Rights,
views are personal)

Transforming examinations: From stress to festivity

Food can't fill emotional hunger and

eating doesn't cure sadness

RAJYOGI BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUNJ JI

To meet the escalating challenge of hate speech, the relevance of Gandhian
communication cannot be overstated

RAJDEEP PATHAK

Dilemma of regulating
speech on social media

sparked by social media-driven
rumours, such as ‘WhatsApp lynch-
ings,’ exemplify the dire conse-
quences of misinformation.
Amidst the escalating threat of
hate speech, Mahatma Gandhi's
Nonviolent Communication (NVC)
philosophy – even after 76 years of
his passing away – shines as a guid-
ing light. Mahatma Gandhi was a
skilled communicator, using words
for profound social impact. Rooted
in truth, nonviolence, and empathy,
his approach centered on
‘Satyagraha’ — holding onto truth
through love and nonviolence. This
Gandhian communication model,
prioritizing understanding and dia-
logue over confrontation, offers a
blueprint for addressing conflicts
without resorting to hate or vio-
lence.
Mahatma Gandhi communicated
with simplicity, clarity, and unwa-
vering conviction, making his
speeches and writings accessible to
all, regardless of education or social
status. His unique ability to articu-
late complex ideas resonated with
the masses, mobilizing them for the
freedom movement. Through icon-
ic speeches during the ‘Salt
Satyagraha’ of 1930, where he called
for ‘world sympathy’ in his battle of
‘rights against might’; or through his
actions, when he called off the ‘Non-
Cooperation Movement’ of 1922 as
a result of violence in Chauri
Chaura in today’s Uttar Pradesh, or
during his ‘Quit India’ addresses in
1942, Gandhi inspired millions to
join the nonviolent struggle against
British rule. His communication
wasn't just informational but a
powerful moral appeal, urging
peaceful action.
Mahatma Gandhi pioneered non-
violent communication, advocating
it as a life philosophy rooted in love,

compassion, understanding, and
respect for all living beings. Beyond
a mere tactic, he viewed nonviolence
as a transformative force, inspiring
global social justice movements.
Gandhi emphasized self-reflection
as crucial for empathy and under-
standing, urging individuals to con-
template their thoughts, feelings,
and beliefs before engaging in
meaningful communication with
others. The renowned psychologist,
Marshall Rosenberg, says that
‘Nonviolent Communication’
(NVC) aims to create a safe and
respectful space for dialogue, where
individuals can express their needs
and feelings without fear of judge-
ment or retribution.
In the context of hate speech, NVC
can be used to de-escalate conflicts
and promote understanding
between different groups. By listen-
ing to the concerns and needs of
those who engage in hate speech,
NVC can help to uncover the
underlying causes of their behaviour
and constructively address them. By
creating a safe and respectful space
for dialogue, nonviolent communi-
cation can help to de-escalate con-
flicts and promote understanding
between different groups.
Marshall Rosenberg further
explains: “If we can identify and
express our own needs and feelings
without blaming others, we can cre-
ate a more compassionate world”,
which can lead to a more peaceful
and harmonious society.
Experts  have advocated for the use
of NVC as a tool to counter hate
speech. Arno Michaelis, former
White Supremacist and founder of
‘Serve2Unite’ says, “Nonviolent
communication offers a way out of
the cycle of hate and violence that
plagues our world. By listening to
the perspectives and needs of those

who engage in hate speech, we can
begin to create a more peaceful and
just society.”
Daryl Davis, musician and activist
who spent years engaging with
members of the ‘Ku Klux Klan’ and
has had a firsthand experience to
witness the power of NVC, feels that
NVC can ‘transform hearts and
minds’, for, “By listening to the con-
cerns and needs of those who
engage in hate speech, we can cre-
ate a sense of empathy and under-
standing, which can ultimately lead
to peace”.
Addressing hate speech in contem-
porary communication parlance
requires embracing Gandhian prin-
ciples. For this, prioritising truth
through fact-checking and respon-
sible journalism, fostering empathy
through open dialogue, advocating
nonviolence and tolerance, advanc-
ing education with media literacy,
and engaging communities collec-
tively, is the need of the hour.
Mahatma Gandhi always highlight-
ed ‘collaboration’, ‘active listening’,
‘respect’, ‘empathy’, and ‘forgive-
ness’ for effective use of nonviolent
communication in all his cam-
paigns.
Countering hate speech does not
mean to limit the freedom to speak.
On the contrary, it should mean
striving to encourage, foster and
protect freedom of expression as a
universal human right, ensuring
that measures to safeguard individ-
uals and groups from being target-
ed do nothing to curb access to that
right. As we commemorate the 76th
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi’s
martyrdom, his principles resonate
more than ever in the face of the
growing conflicts in the world. 

(The writer is programme execu-
tive, Gandhi Smriti and Darshan

Samiti; views are personal)

T
he Internet's rapid global connec-
tivity has positively transformed
communication and knowledge-
sharing, yet it also poses chal-
lenges. Over 3.19 billion social

media users can swiftly disseminate harm-
ful content, leading to concerns about reg-
ulating online speech. As offensive messages
proliferate, despite some measures, coun-
tries grapple with the dilemma of how to
legislate effectively in the digital age, where
the speed of online publishing is in sharp
contrast with the sluggishness of regulato-
ry mechanisms.
The ease and anonymity of generating
online hate speech, amplified by social
media, pose a global menace, transcending
borders at minimal cost. Its enduring
impact exacerbates societal divisions, fuel-
ing violence and discrimination.
Recognized also by the United Nations, this
crisis violates human rights, correlates
with hate crimes, and propels extremist ide-
ologies, even contributing to atrocities
like genocide. Effectively addressing this
peril is crucial to curtail ongoing disputes,
preserve societal cohesion, and protect indi-
viduals from dehumanization based on
identity factors. Further, hate speech, par-
ticularly prevalent in cyberbullying, inflicts
diverse harm on young minds, also foster-
ing intolerance. Multiple shreds of evidence
prove that the digital realm initially celebrat-
ed for fostering connections, has of late
transformed into a breeding ground for
real-world consequences, where hate speech
perpetuates bigotry among children and
youth.
One would recall the American student
Tyler Clementi's tragic suicide – a result of
relentless online bullying due to his sexu-
al orientation that further illustrates the pro-
found consequences of hate speech. Further,
the Christ Church Mosque shootings in
New Zealand, where the perpetrator live-
streamed the massacre after online radical-
ization, highlight the connection between
hate speech and real-world violence. In
India, several cases of lethal mob lynchings

At the core of ‘Pariksha Pe Charcha' is the focus on a holistic educational approach. It advocates critical thinking and practical application of knowledge

PRIYANK KANOONGO
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K
orean electronics major Samsung plans to start manufacturing laptops at its Noida
factory in India this year, a senior company official said on Monday. Terming India as
its important manufacturing base, Samsung Electronics President and Head of Mobile

eXperience (MX) Business TM Roh told reporters here that the preparation for the laptop
manufacturing is in progress in India. "We will start manufacturing laptops this year at the
Noida factory. Preparations are already
underway," said the official, who is on an
India visit. Roh said India is an important
manufacturing base for the company, and
it has received support at various levels
from the state and central governments.
The company will continue to cooperate
with the government to strengthen
manufacturing in India, he added. The
company has recently launched its
flagship Galaxy S24 series smartphone
with a key focus on artificial intelligence
capability in the device.

G
old prices rose by Rs 200 to Rs 63,100 per 10 grams in the national capital on
Monday amid strong global cues, according to HDFC Securities. The precious
metal settled at Rs 62,900 per 10 grams in the previous trade. Silver prices

also increased by Rs 200 to Rs 76,400 per kg. "Spot gold prices (24 carats) in the
Delhi markets are trading at Rs 63,100 per 10 grams, up by Rs 200, following
stronger overseas gold prices," Dilip
Parmar, research analyst at HDFC
Securities, said. In the international
markets, spot gold at Comex was
trading at US$ 2,031 per ounce, up
by US$ 13 from the previous close.
Gold prices increased after mixed US
economic data which pushed the
dollar slightly lower while the risk
sentiment remains firm, Parmar said.
Also, silver was trading marginally
higher at US$ 22.99 per ounce in the
global markets. 

U
nion Agriculture Minister Arjun Munda on Monday launched a framework to
promote the Voluntary Carbon Market (VCM) in the farm sector and said this will
encourage small and medium farmers to avail benefits of carbon credit.

Introducing farmers to the carbon market will not only benefit them but also accelerate
the adoption of environment-friendly agricultural practices, the minister said. He
launched the 'Framework for Voluntary
Carbon Market in Agriculture Sector'
and 'Accreditation Protocol of
Agroforestry Nurseries' here, according
to an official statement. He requested
cooperation from the ministries
concerned of the Centre and the states
and other organisations to promote the
carbon market in the interest of farmers.
"Global challenges like global warming
are in front of all of us; hence we have
to move ahead with caution," the
minister said.

Samsung to start making
laptops in India soon

Gold, silver prices appreciate
by Rs 200 each

Munda launches framework to
promote carbon mkt in agri sector

PNS n KOCHI

In a groundbreaking initia-
tive, the ICAR-Central
Marine Fisheries Research
Institute (CMFRI) has under-
taken a pioneering effort to
develop lab-grown fish meat,
marking a significant first in
India.

The project aims to propel
India forward in the realm of
cultured marine fish meat,
with the goal of meeting the
increasing demand for
seafood while alleviating the
excessive strain on wild
resources, an official release
said here on Monday.

In the release, the CMFRI
said cultivated fish meat or
lab grown fish meat is pro-
duced by isolating specific
cells from the fish and grow-

ing them in the laboratory
setting using animal compo-
nent free media.

The final product will
replicate the original flavour,
texture and nutritional quali-
ties of the fish, it said.

In the initial phase, the
institute focuses on develop-
ing cell-based meat of high
value marine fishes such as
king fish, pomfret and seer
fish. In line with this, the
CMFRI has entered into a col-
laborative research agreement
with Neat Meatt Biotech, a
start-up working towards
developing cultivated meat, to
launch this initiative in a pub-
lic-private partnership mode.
CMFRI Director A
Gopalakrishnan and Co-
founder and CEO of the Neat
Meatt Biotech Sandeep

Sharma signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding
regarding this, it said.

According to the MoU,
CMFRI will carry out

research on early cell line
development of high value
marine fish species.

This involves isolating and
cultivating fish cells for fur-

ther research and develop-
ment. Additionally, CMFRI
will handle genetic, biochem-
ical, and analytical work
related to the project. The
institute is equipped with a
cell culture laboratory with
basic facilities, providing a
solid foundation for research
in cellular biology, it said.

Neat Meatt, with its exper-
tise in cell culture technolo-
gy, will lead the optimization
of cell growth media, devel-
opment of scaffolds or
microcarriers for cell attach-
ment, and scaling up produc-
tion through bioreactors.

They will also provide nec-
essary consumables, man-
power, and any additional
equipment needed for the
project. "This project aims to
accelerate development in

this field, ensuring India is
not left behind in this emerg-
ing industry,"
Gopalakrishnan said.

He said this public-private
partnership marks a crucial
step in bridging the gap
between India and other
nations like Singapore, Israel,
and the US, who are already
advancing cultured seafood
research.

"Lab-grown fish offers
immense potential for envi-
ronmental and food security
benefits, and this collabora-
tion leverages CMFRI's
marine research expertise
with Neat Meatt's technologi-
cal know-how in this field,
paving the way for a sustain-
able and secure future for
seafood production in India",
Gopalakrishnan said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Billionaire Gautam Adani's
sprawling conglomerate is core
to India's ambitions to become
the world's third-largest econ-
omy by 2030, as it plays a key
role across the infrastructure
sector, US-based Cantor
Fitzgerald & Co said in a
note.

Adani Enterprises Ltd, the
group's flagship company, can
deliver a gain of more than 50
per cent, analysts Brett
Knoblauch and Thomas
Shinske wrote in a note dated
January 28, initiating coverage
of the company.

"India is now the most pop-
ulous country in the world and
has ambitions to be the world's
third-largest economy by
2030. To get there, India needs
to invest in both digital and
physical infrastructure, in
addition to increasing its ener-
gy production, as energy con-
sumption will be meaningful-
ly higher," the US-based bro-
ker said.

These investments, it said,
are paramount for India to
drive productivity growth, as
GDP per capita of USD 2,250
is meaningfully below that of
China (USD 12,556).

"Adani Enterprises Ltd is at

the core of everything India
wants to accomplish," it said.

The firm is the most relied
upon company for bringing
energy resources into India -
it owns eight airports that
account for about 25 per cent
of airline passenger traffic and
33 per cent of cargo, it is build-
ing several data centres
throughout the country, it is
contracted to lay more than
5,000 km of roads and is an
integral manufacturer of solar
and wind equipment for the
country's renewable energy
ambitions.

The risk-reward at AEL is
attractive at current levels, it
noted.

Analysts said AEL is one of
the largest yet most under-cov-
ered names in India.

PNS n NEW DELHI

State-owned gas utility GAIL
(India) Ltd on Monday reported
a 10-fold jump in its third quar-
ter net profit as all engines of its
business -- from gas transporta-
tion to marketing and petro-
chemicals -- fired on all cylinders.

Standalone net profit of the
the nation's largest gas trans-
mission and marketing firm
came at Rs 2,842.62 crore in
October-December -- the third
quarter of the current fiscal
year that started in April 2023
-- as compared to Rs 245.73
crore earning a year back, the
company said in a statement.

The net profit was better
than Rs 2,404.89 crore earning
in the preceding quarter.

This came on the back of
pre-tax earnings from the gas
transportation business jump-
ing nearly three-fold to Rs
1,215.07 crore. Also, natural gas
marketing saw a turnaround,
posting a pre-tax earning of Rs
1,880.42 crore as opposed to a

loss of Rs 86.02 crore in
October-December 2022.

Petrochemicals business saw
a turnaround with a small
pre-tax profit of Rs 62 crore as
against a loss of Rs 349 crore
a year ago. Revenue from oper-
ations was almost flat at Rs
34,253.52 crore.

For the nine-month period
ending December 31, the net
profit jumped 42 per cent to Rs
6,659.51 crore on a revenue of
Rs 98,303.61 crore. Profits were
higher "mainly on account of
higher gas trading margin,
increase in transmission vol-
ume and increase in transmis-
sion tariff ", the firm said.

GAIL net profit jumps 10-fold  as all engines fire

PNS n NEW DELHI

India is expected to become
the third-largest economy in
the world with a GDP of US$
5 trillion in the next three
years and touch US$ 7 trillion
by 2030 on the back of contin-
ued reforms, the finance min-
istry said on Monday.

Ten years ago, India was the
10th largest economy in the
world, with a GDP of US$ 1.9
trillion at current market
prices. Today, it is the 5th
largest with a GDP of US$ 3.7
trillion (estimate FY24),
despite the pandemic and
despite inheriting an economy
with macro imbalances and a
broken financial sector, said
the ministry's January 2024
review of the economy.

"This ten-year journey is
marked by several reforms,
both substantive and incre-
mental, which have signifi-
cantly contributed to the
country's economic progress,"
it said.

These reforms, it added,
have also delivered an eco-
nomic resilience that the

country will need to deal with
unanticipated global shocks in
the future.

The ministry said that in
the next three years, India is
expected to become the third-
largest economy in the world,
with a GDP of US$ 5 trillion.

"The government has, how-
ever, set a higher goal of
becoming a 'developed coun-
try' by 2047. With the journey
of reforms continuing, this
goal is achievable," it said.

The Nirmala Sitharaman-
headed ministry stressed that
the reforms will be more pur-
poseful and fruitful with full
participation of state govern-
ments.

The participation of states
will be fuller when reforms
encompass changes in gover-
nance at the district, block,
and village levels, making
them citizen-friendly and
small business-friendly and in
areas such as health, educa-

tion, land and labour, in which
states have a big role to play,
it said.

"The strength of the domes-
tic demand has driven the
economy to a 7 per cent plus
growth rate in the last three
years...in FY25, real GDP
growth will likely be closer to
7 per cent," said the review
report, and added there is,
however, considerable scope
for the growth rate to rise well
above 7 per cent by 2030.

The review observed that it
is eminently possible for the
Indian economy to grow in
the coming years at a rate
above 7 per cent on the
strength of the financial sec-
tor and other recent and
future structural reforms.
Only the elevated risk of
geopolitical conflicts is an
area of concern.

"Furthermore, under a rea-
sonable set of assumptions
with respect to the inflation
differentials and the exchange
rate, India can aspire to
become a US$ 7 trillion econ-
omy in the next six to seven
years (by 2030)," it said.

In a first in India, CMFRI to develop lab-grown fish meat

India to 3rd largest economy
with GDP of US$ 5 tn in 3 yrs

Want to see MSMEs compete
not just for public, but also
private sector orders: DoT Secy
PNS n NEW DELHI

Noting that small, innovative
companies are building some
"excellent" products, Telecom
Secretary Neeraj Mittal on
Monday said he wished to see
MSMEs vie and compete not
only for public sector tenders
but also mark their presence in
private sector orders.

Mittal, the top bureaucrat at
the Telecom Department, fur-
ther said the government is
"looking to improve" the
Production-Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme and sought the
views and inputs from Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) for the
new, better scheme.

The telecom component
ecosystem must develop in
India, he said observing "it is
not good enough to bring
sub-systems and assemble
them here and bring efficien-

cies in the low-value addition
part".

"We also need to build a
telecom component ecosystem
in India," Mittal said speaking
at the international business
expo - Bharat Telecom 2024.

The startup ecosystem will
be a driver and enabler of
employment, technology and
manufacturing, going forward,
he said.

"... How the small MSMEs
who are doing and making
excellent products also are
able to compete with big com-
panies in orders which are not
only placed by public sector
units, but also private telecom
players...

"I will be happy when
MSMEs are able to compete,
not just in tenders of Bharat
Net, which is a government
procurement project, but of
private sector rollouts which
are happening," he said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Having reaped rich dividends
from the Reserve Bank in the
current financial year, the gov-
ernment will be looking for-
ward to receiving about Rs
70,000 crore from the central
bank and the financial institu-
tions (FIs) in the next financial
year.

In the interim Budget to be
unveiled in the Lok Sabha on
February 1 by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
sources said, the government
would peg receipts from divi-
dends from financial institu-
tions at much higher level
than Rs 48,000 crore estimat-
ed for the current fiscal.

The current financial year
estimate has already exceeded
the Budget target as RBI paid
a dividend of Rs 87,416 crore.

With public sector banks
and financial institutions post-
ing good quarterly numbers
during the current financial
year, the dividend payout by
them in the coming year would
be higher compared to this
year.

So, it would be feasible to
expect about Rs 70,000 crore as
dividend payout from RBI and

financial institutions in FY'25,
sources said.

The government had pegged
a 17 per cent higher dividend
at Rs 48,000 crore from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI),
public sector banks and finan-
cial institutions in 2023-24.

However, this target was
very much surpassed with the
transfer of Rs 87,416 crore as
surplus to the central govern-
ment for 2022-23 by the
Reserve Bank.

During 2023-24, the Reserve
Bank transferred a surplus of
Rs 87,416.22 crore to the cen-
tral government which is high-
er than both the amount trans-

ferred last year (Rs 30,307.45
crore) and the budgeted
amount under
Dividend/Surplus transfer of
Reserve Bank of India,
Nationalised Banks and
Financial Institutions in the
Union Budget 2023-24 (Rs
48,000 crore).

In the previous financial
year, the government
mobilised Rs 40,953 crore
from RBI and public sector
financial institutions.

The higher dividend from
banks and financial institu-
tions, apart from higher tax
mobilisation, would help
achieve a fiscal deficit glide path.

Govt may set Rs 70,000 cr dividend
target from RBI, banks and FIs

PNS n NEW DELHI

Investors' wealth climbed Rs 6
lakh crore on Monday, with the
BSE Sensex rallying nearly 2
per cent, driven by heavy buy-
ing in Reliance Industries and
a rally in Asian markets.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 1,240.90 points or 1.76
per cent to settle at 71,941.57.
During the day, it soared
1,309.55 points or 1.85 per cent
to 72,010.22.

The market capitalisation
of BSE-listed firms jumped Rs
6,08,556.11 crore to Rs
3,77,20,679.19 crore (USD 4.53
trillion).

"Firm global cues lifted the

domestic market sentiment,
as the broad-based rally pushed
the benchmark Sensex above
the psychological 72,000-mark
towards the closing stage led by
RIL which scaled a fresh record
high. After last week's major
sell-off triggered by FII selling,
further short-covering cou-
pled with recovery in global
indices aided renewed opti-
mism in the markets today,"
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research) at Mehta Equities
Ltd, said.

Among the Sensex firms,
Reliance Industries jumped
nearly 7 per cent, contributing
the most to the rally in markets.

Tata Motors, Power Grid,

Larsen and Toubro, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, NTPC, Titan
and UltraTech Cement were
the other major gainers.

ITC, Infosys, JSW Steel, Tech
Mahindra and Tata
Consultancy Services were the
laggards. In Asian markets,
Seoul, Tokyo and Hong Kong
settled in the positive territo-
ry while Shanghai ended lower.

"The domestic market
underwent an upturn as the
recent sell-off and positive
Asian peers provided an
opportunity to accumulate
quality stocks. Despite premi-
um valuations, confidence is
upheld among investors due to
the optimistic environment
surrounding the interim bud-
get and the recent set of results
aligning with forecasts.

"Globally, the upcoming Fed

policy stands out as a crucial
factor. While a rate cut by the
FOMC is unlikely, investors
will eagerly monitor their com-
mentary to get cues on future
rate paths," Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said.

In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge climbed
1.68 per cent and smallcap
index rallied 1.03 per cent.

Among the indices, energy
jumped 5.29 per cent, oil & gas
zoomed 4.94 per cent, power
(3.03 per cent), services (2.82
per cent), capital goods (2.13
per cent), industrials (2.17 per
cent) and consumer durables
(1.93 per cent).

Adani central to India's
economic ambitions,
says US-based analyst

Dalal Street investors become richer by Rs 6L cr as markets rally

PNS n NEW DELHI

The domestic auto compo-
nent aftermarket is expected
to touch US$ 14 billion mark
by 2028 on the back of robust
growth in vehicle parc in the
country, a report commis-
sioned by industry body
ACMA in partnership with
Ernst & Young said.

As per the Global
Automotive Aftermarket
Research Report, the size of
the automotive aftermarket
stood at US$ 10 billion in
2023. The growth of aftermar-
ket in India is being fuelled by
a steady increase in the vehi-
cle parc -- number of vehicles
running on the road -- which
currently stands at 340 million
and is expected to grow at a
CAGR of over 8 per cent for
the next five years, it added.

"The Indian domestic
aftermarket, valued at US$ 10
billion in 2023, is poised to
surge almost 1.4 times over
the next five years on the back
of growing vehicle demand
and promising capabilities
of the Indian aftermarket
players." 

Domestic auto
component
after market to
touch $14 bn 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Piramal Enterprises Ltd
(PEL) on Monday posted a
loss of Rs 2,378 crore on a
consolidated basis in the
December quarter on
account of huge provisions
towards its exposure in alter-
native investment funds.

The diversified NBFC
earned a consolidated net
profit of Rs 3,545 crore in the
third quarter of FY23.

The firm had made a pro-
vision of Rs 3,540 crore dur-
ing the October-December
quarter after the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) came out
with norms on lenders' expo-
sure in AIF.

During the period under
review, the consolidated
income declined to Rs 2,546
crore as against Rs 2,867
crore a year ago.

Interest income also fell to
Rs 1,931 crore from Rs 2,006
crore in the year-ago period.

However, the total expens-
es of the company stood at Rs
2,414 crore as against Rs
2,807 crore in the same peri-
od a year ago.

The company's gross
Non-Performing Assets
(NPAs) stood at 2.41 per
cent while net NPAs were
1.11 per cent at the end of
December 2023.

Piramal Enterprises
reports loss of
Rs 2,378 cr in Q3
due to RBI's norms
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S
eeking validation from oth-
ers is an understandable
human longing. However,

over-relying on external approval
can undermine emotional self-
sufficiency and inner wisdom. In
a society dominated by social
media and outside opinions, the
desire for validation has become
an inseparable aspect of our
lives. People may develop an
over-reliance on external valida-
tion due to childhood condition-
ing, cultural messaging, lack of
self-reflection, past trauma, fear
of rejection or distorted cognitive
patterns.

The most liberating accep-
tance arises from within. But the
journey inward requires gentle
perseverance. By steadily exam-
ining and evolving your mindsets
towards yourself and others, you
can progressively break free from
any lingering reliance on external
validation.

Dr Chandni Tugnait is M.D.
(Alternative Medicines),
Psychotherapist, Founder &
Director - Gateway of Healing
shares few transformational
strategies to free yourself from the
need for external validation:
n Question to identify unmet

needs - Often, seeking exter-
nal praise masks an unad-
dressed insecurity or lack of
self-acceptance. What past
experiences or relationships
instilled this? Unpacking the
origin of validation-seeking
creates space for healing. Be

aware of your ideas, feelings,
and behaviors without judg-
ment to gain better under-
standing of self.

n Challenge negative self-talk:
Replace discouraging self-talk
with affirmations that promote
your worth. Recognize your
accomplishments and
strengths, regardless of what
others think. This practice
can transform your perspec-
tive over time, promoting a
healthier sense of self-worth
based on self-acceptance.

n Establish an independent
sense of identity and purpose
- Who would you be and what
would you do if no one was
watching? Connecting to your
essential self allows you to act
from an inner stability rather
than getting impacted by oth-
ers’ lives and opinions. Turn
your attention to intrinsic
goals that are intrinsically sat-
isfying and linked with your
personal values. Don’t com-
pare yourself to the highlights
of other people on social

media.
n Base self-worth on internal

sources of goodness - You
need not earn love or deserve
only selective approval. Can
you access unconditional self-
acceptance, anchored in who
you are beyond achievements
or popular perceptions? Tap
into self-compassion by treat-
ing yourself with the same care
you would provide to a friend
in need.

n Allow all praise and criticism
to simply pass through you -
Both validation and critique
often say more about others’
projections than objective
truth. You can listen and learn
without attaching your whole
value to blunt outside
appraisals.

n Offer sincere compliments
without strings attached -
Give praise purely from delight
in others’ talents without mak-
ing it contingent on reciproca-
tion or using it to coerce cer-
tain behaviors.

n Enjoy fulfillments that arise
from within - Savor creative
expressions, acts of service, or
sentimental memories which

glow warm with meaning
whether anyone recognizes
them or not. True validation
springs from joy in living
purposefully.

n Build a supportive inner cir-
cle: Develop relationships with
people who appreciate you for
who you are and who encour-
age your personal growth
without bias or judgment.
Share your self-validation
journey with trusted friends or
family members who can offer
critical feedback and emotion-
al support. Having a depend-
able support system supports
your trust in your own values
beyond the perceptions of
others.

True self-worth is internally
sourced. It nestles within our
unique essence - who we are
beyond shallow measures of
achievement unlocked only tem-
porarily via others' validation. By
cultivating radical self-love, align-
ing actions with convictions, and
questioning distorted mainstream
narratives around “success”, we
can break free from empty exter-
nal validation.

Ravi Dubey: New faces do
more justice to the way the
characters are sketched out

PNS| HYDERABAD

A
s an actor, Ravi Dubey has
developed tremendously over
the past 16 years. In a short

amount of time, he has done every-
thing from participating in reality
shows to playing the lead in fiction
productions. Ravi is a real achiever,
and his journey has been amazing. 

Turning producer, Ravi chose to
put another feather in his cap. He
and his spouse Sargun Mehta col-
laborated on the TV series
Udaariyaan on Colors. The actor
talked candidly about how the busi-
ness provided him with a platform
to perform on and a means of sub-
sistence. He went on to explain why
he thinks finite commitments are
better than limitless ones. The
actor-producer revealed that he and
Sargun seized the chance to create
stuff they both believed in. They
had always wanted to do that! 

“The television community has
welcomed me with open arms. With
my work as a performer and now as
a creative, I am inextricably linked.
I’m thankful for this wonderful
industry, which has not only provid-
ed me with a means of support but
also a platform to perform in front
of an amazing audience,” shared the
newly-turned-producer. His work
experience in the field has made him
a very careful individual. Bohot hi
glamorous hai aapki industry, maje
hi maje hai (Your industry is very
glamorous, it is so much fun),’ is
what people say to him when he

goes out and meets them. Ravi in
turn says, “Aisa nahi hai (It’s not like
that) to them because it is the most
well-organized sector of the econo-
my. The product that you need to
present is yourself. Nothing else is
being marketed by you. Your com-
modity is you. You need to be
incredibly disciplined to do this,
which includes taking care of your-
self, perfecting your skills, and being
as fit as possible at any age. There is
no way out; you have to be the best
version of yourself. Extreme disci-
pline is needed for this.”

“We have had many possibilities
in this creative business to advance
our personal, professional, and
artistic lives. We had one such
chance during the lockdown. It was
Sargun’s and my desire to eventually
create stuff that we both support.
We grabbed hold of the chance
when it presented itself,” said Ravi
during his interview on what led
him to become a producer! “New
faces do more justice to the way the
characters are sketched out than
ones who are already popular,” he
goes on. “It gives me great pleasure
to see how in a few months, Ankit
Gupta, Isha Malviya, and Priyanka
Choudhary have all become

extremely well-
known. We
made the
proper
choice to
cast fresh

faces in
the show
some-

where.”

Actor-producer Ravi Dubey,
who has been a known and
much-loved face in
the Television
industry, speaks of
his experience in
the industry,
donning the hat
of a producer,
and more.

Emancipating from external
validation by embracing self-worth

R
oad accidents due to heavy
traffic in cities, fractures, and
acts of violence can cause trau-

ma. Trauma, whether physical or
emotional, can have serious conse-
quences for an individual’s well-
being. Responders, as the first point
of contact, play an important role in
helping victims through the early
phases of trauma. Trauma has vari-
ous forms, including physical, emo-
tional, and psychological.
Understanding the various categories
is critical for developing an appro-
priate response.

Emergency Trauma Care and
“Golden Hour”

Most deaths caused by accidents
occur before the patient reaches the
hospital. Almost half of trauma
deaths occur within the first hour of
the event, with another 30% occur-
ring within 24 hours after arriving at
the hospital. The primary goal is to
get immediate first aid or medical
assistance. Delays or failure to reach
the patient during prehospital time
led to cardiac failure, a poorly main-
tained airway, or prolonged bleeding.

ROLE OF THE FIRST
RESPONDER:
1) Taking prompt and appropriate

action in the immediate aftermath

of a traumatic occurrence is
important. This includes protect-
ing the victim and those around
them.

2) Creating a safe and secure envi-
ronment encourages trust and
encourages patients to speak out
about what happened to them.

3) First aid at the scene and transit
time have a major effect on the
outcome of road traffic injuries.
The most crucial element affect-

ing the outcome is the time it
takes to receive medical interven-
tion.

As such, the priority in emergency
medical care services is to make sure
that the patient has access to first aid
care as soon as possible and to trans-
fer the patient to facilities where
more definite health care can be pro-
vided. This is feasible with the
deployment of effective prehospital
trauma treatment.

Prehospital trauma care has
three levels that depend on the
availability of resources and staff
education.
l First responder care can be pro-

vided by nonmedical individuals
educated in basic first aid, includ-
ing viewers, police, laypersons,
and volunteers. Actions include
calling for help, providing first
aid, identifying the seriousness of
the injuries, and assisting with
transportation.

l Basic prehospital trauma care
can be provided by trained com-

munity members or paramedics.
Scene management, rescue opera-
tions, stabilisation, and trans-
portation to a definitive care
facility are all part of the process.
Advanced prehospital trauma care
is provided by highly skilled med-
ical workers, or paramedics.

l Advanced interventions include
intravenous fluid delivery, endo-
tracheal intubation, and spe-
cialised operations such as needle
extraction and the procedure.

l The situation of trauma treat-
ment in India requires immediate
attention and improvement, espe-
cially in prehospital services. The
success of emergency medical
care depends on quick interven-
tion during the essential ‘Golden
Hour.’ As we deal with the chal-
lenges of high traffic, geographic
challenges, and limited resources,
it is critical that people receive
urgent first aid and be transferred
to hospitals. The many phases of
prehospital trauma treatment,
ranging from basic to sophisticat-
ed treatments, emphasise the
need for resource allocation,
infrastructure development, and
continual education for both
healthcare professionals and com-
munity members.

Initial response for patient
suffering from trauma

‘Pritam da gave a brief of Raat Akeli Thi as a 
modern-day Kishore Kumar and Asha Bhosle song’

Singer Antara Mitra, who has been the voice of some astonishing tracks including Bheegi Si Bhaagi Si, Saree Ke
Fall Sa, Gerua, Jaaneman Aah, Dil Hi Toh Hai, and Mehrama, to name a few, gets candid with TThhee PPiioonneeeerr about
her music, her recent track Raat Akeli Thi, being the voice for Katrina Kaif, and more.

TEJAL SINHA

O
ne of the songs that to date
never fails to strike a chord
with the cinemaphiles undeni-

ably—Bheegi Si Bhaagi Si. The song
has created a sensation of its own,
and yet again, a similar collabora-
tion was for the recent film Merry
Christmas, starring Vijay
Sethupathi and Katrina Kaif in the

lead roles. 
The voice behind the ravishing

track, Antara Mitra collaborated
with one of the most celebrated

composers, Pritam
Chakraborty aka Pritam
da. The song also has the
‘romantic singer’ Arijit
Singh. The captivating
duet, packed with soul-
ful melodies and
evocative lyrics,
striked a deep chord
with viewers all
around the world.
Antara Mitra, creat-
ed a musical mas-
terpiece capturing
real emotions and
heartfelt feelings.
Raat Akeli Thi
transcended
boundaries,
telling a moving
story through
evocative lyrics

and Pritam’s stunningly lovely composition.
From doing stage performances at the age of 6

to reaching the top 5 of Indian Idol season 5, the
Bheegi Si Bhaagi Si singer has only made sure to
keep going and not looking back.

Basically, “Even when I’m not making music
I always make sure to be in a good musical and
inspirational company. I’m in a motivated
company and I really don’t look back to it as a
journey, rather I feel that life has to happen for
a journey and in this journey I’m glad that I
had some music to make me feel better. In fact,
singing for films makes me happy but more
than everything, it’s hearty to see that I’m in
music and something that makes me feel wor-
thy. I just can’t romanticise everything and
that’s a struggle, for a musician! Even if you go
and ask the people who have made it, they’ll
say that every day is a struggle in this kind of
profession. So it is a beautiful journey worth-
while and elated it happened in this lifetime.”

From making her playback debut in Loving
You (Speed) alongside Sonu Nigam, Kuke
Kuke (Life Partner) with Shaan, All The Best
(All The Best: Fun Begins) with Soham
Chakraborty, Dilwale songs with Arijit and
Pritam, or Gumnaam Hai Koi (1920 London)
with Jubin Nautiyal, among the rest, she has
had got the opportunity to collaborate with
almost all of the maestros of the Indian music
industry. An ecstatic Antara enthuses, “I like
the kind of music these people are making. It’s
nice to see a melody that’s something new and
fresh and to be able to sing something with
them is also refreshing. Since, music is always
about sharing your thoughts, ideas and all of
them are very innovative. They are where they
are because of some reason.” 

With Raat Akeli Thi, it’s just not for the first
time that the trio, Antara, Arijit, and Pritam
da had collaborated. For the second time, she
got the opportunity to be the voice for Katrina
Kaif yet again. “It’s always a pleasure! Katrina
is one of the most loved leading ladies of
recent times and it’s lovely to sing something
for her. Bheegi Si Bhaagi Si was a popular song
and this song is also getting a lot of love. Both
the songs are very different in nature. This
track is also getting a lot of love.” 

A romantic track in a mystery and thriller
film? Well, recalling the notes given to her, she
shares, “If somebody knows how to emote,
then Pritam Da’s briefs are amazing. He gave a
brief of how this is a modern-day Kishore
Kumar and Asha Bhosle song and the melody
has a retro yet very classic feel to it and this
whole song is a song about falling in love,
slightly hesitating in love and it is not an out-
an-out love song but a conversation between
two people! Arijit and I, tried to make it like a
conversation, more like a ‘Sawaal jawab’
(Q&A) types. Also with this song, I’ve been
constantly saying that the composition is so
beautiful and unlike the kind of composition
that we are having around, it is so refreshing,
and different that I was very thrilled to know
that I’m doing this song because it’s not an
everyday situation that you get to sing a song
like this. That is my most cherished sentiment
that I was chosen to sing this one. I mean that
is only very flattering for me.” 

“Sriram Raghavan is one of the best that we
have especially when it comes to thriller and
murder mystery. I’ve always been a fan. I was
working with Varun Grover for the first time,
he is an amazing lyricist, scriptwriter, story-

teller too. This was a very interesting collabo-
ration and I was really excited,” shares the
Kesariya singer. She continued to spill the
beans, “I didn’t face any challenges but it was
Pritam da who faced it because to work on a
brief like this is not easy. He made it easy for
both of us. He cracked the melody in a way
that he made it written in a way, and the
music arrangement in a way that I had to only
sing. The basic tough thing, and the hard shell
was in front of Pritam Da.”

On the work front, the Mehrama singer has a lot
of things coming up that she’s working on, includ-
ing her EP, and she is also excited to work on a few
songs that are in her mother tongue, Bengali. 

“Film projects keep happening. What hap-
pens with film projects is that you have no
idea about when it would be releasing,” signs
off the chanteuse on a brighter note.
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Telecom entrepreneur and CEO

of Walgo Infra, Sridhar Rao,

recently had a major impact at

the World Economic Forum in

Davos, Switzerland. With the

esteemed presence of

Telangana Chief Minister

Renavth Reddy, Sridhar Rao

organised and took part in

several meetings with big

industry leaders to create

global business connections.

iSprout celebrated the grand opening of its

premium center at Auro Orbit in Hi-tech

city, Hyderabad.This impressive milestone

marks their 17th center in India, starting

with their first center in Hyderabad back in

2017. The newly launched center

showcases a sprawling space, comprising

of five floors and providing over 4000 seats

to accommodate professionals from

various industries.
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Former MLA Mynampally Hanumantha Rao, along with

Autumn Salon business head Sridhar Babu launched

its new branch at Defense Colony in Sainikpuri. The

new branch marks the salons 3rd branch.

Anudeep Durishetty, IAS, District Collector in Hyderabad,
presented the certificate of appreciation to Aparna Reddy,
COO, Apollo Institute of Medical Sciences and Research
in Hyderabad for her commendable services rendered by
Apollo Medical College under Rajiv Aarogyasri, and
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana, at
Hyderabad District Collector Office.

Gujarat Tourism delights Hyderabad with Gujarati Food Festival.
Organised at Hotel Marigold, the food festival took the guests
on a journey through Gujarat’s rich culinary heritage and gave
them a taste of original Gujarati cuisine. Krupakar Pavipati,
Assistant Director, Ministry of tourism, along with Narendra,
principal of Sreesanti college of Hotel Management, and Siraj
UFTC chairman, among the rest, graced the esteemed guest
list present during the food festival

Ananda Thumrugoti's debut novel - Green Allegiants and the
Secret of the Poison Garden, a botanical mystery for Young
Adults, was launched at the Hyderabad Literary Festival, in the
'Meet My Book" session by Uma Chigurupati, Executive Director,
Granules India. Delving into the novel's essence, author Ananda
Thumrugoti remarked, "Realizing this novel has been a dream
fulfilled. The plant kingdom harbors countless enchanting
narratives waiting to be explored and shared. This book is a
testament to that very exploration."

Resonance Educational Institutions in Hyderabad. hosted a
creative and inspiring Republic Day celebrations, with Girl
students forming a long human chain and conducting a parade
of students carrying a 75-meter-long India flag aloft, to mark
the 75th Republic Day of India, at the Resonance Dundigal
Campus, Dundigal. The event was graced by Bharatheeyam
Satyavani, Motivational Speaker; Founder, Bharateeyam;
Ammamma of Andhra Pradesh and Nanamma of Telangana,
among the rest.

L I S T I N G S
Washington State Department of 

Commerce elevates Aerospace excellence
at Wings India 2024

T
he Washington State Department of Commerce, in partnership with
Crescendo Worldwide, played a crucial role in elevating Wings India 2024
to unprecedented heights. The department initiated engaging discussions

with local businesses during Wings India 2024, fostering conversations on
global aviation insights and transformative collaborations through roadshows
in Hyderabad and Bengaluru on January 20 and 22, 2024. These roadshows,
organised by The Washington State Department of Commerce in collaboration
with Crescendo Worldwide, aimed to provide actionable strategies for Indian
businesses in aerospace and defense.

IMT Hyderabad's CSR Club concludes
Youth Scholar Learning programme

I
MT Hyderabad held a valedictory for its Youth Scholar Learning Program
(YSLP) conducted by management students for school kids from the
neighboring villages. The program was a culmination of four months

activity during which students of IMT Hyderabad taught kids aged 6-14
every Sunday. Around sixty kids from villages of Ghasmiaguda,
Shankrapuram and Cherlaguda benefitted from the inputs during the four-
month program conducted at the IMT Hyderabad campus.The program also
featured kids dance, songs and speeches commemorating India’s 75th
Republic Day. The program ended with Certificate distribution for volunteers
and kids. The Young Scholar Program will be an annual program to be run
at IMT Hyderabad. As part of its community connect initiatives, IMT
Hyderabad has been organizing several programs including Health camps,
Financial literacy camps, Computer camps for neighbouring communities.vivo Ignite 2023 draws 19,000+

entries nationwide

v
ivo announced the overwhelming response to ‘vivo Ignite: Technology and
Innovation Awards 2023’, witnessing participation of more than 19,000
registrations and over 4,000 innovative projects from students of grades 8-

12. Students from across the country submitted individual/ group entries
under ‘Tech for Good’ theme, demonstrating their problem-solving approach to
make a positive social impact. Open to grades 8-12, the competition unfolds
into two phases and a Grand Finale. In Phase 2, Top 200 zonal winners were
shortlisted from the lot and will be required submit a video of their
prototype/working model along with a Project Display Board. The first prize
winner will be awarded a cash prize of INR 7 lakhs, with 4 runners-up sharing
cash prizes worth INR 14 lakhs. The award season commenced on November
25, 2023, and it will culminate on February 10, 2024 with a Grand Finale.

A new epoch in luxury

I
n a significant stride towards redefining luxury and conscious living,
Aulerth announced the grand opening of its latest store in the prestigious
Banjara Hills of Hyderabad. This launch marks a pivotal moment in

Aulerth's journey, championing a shift from traditional luxury to a world
where design, craftsmanship, and sustainability coexist. Moving away from
the ethos of mindless consumption, Aulerth embodies a deep appreciation
for the artistry and value of conscientiously crafted jewelry. The brand
challenges traditional perceptions of value, urging a thoughtful consideration
of the materials and ideologies that define luxury. Renowned for its high-
fashion, eco-conscious jewelry created in collaboration with India's top
couturiers - Ekaya Banaras, Suneet Varma, JJ Valaya, Shivan & Narresh, and
Tribe Amrapali - Aulerth brings a unique blend of style and sustainability.

l Sridharbabu

l Anjali l Sravanthi l Sudha and Swathi

l Swathi

l Vinaya and Lavileen

ARCHIE

GARFIELD
REALITY CHECK CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS

NANCY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SPEED BUMP

Yesterday’s solution
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Rules
l Each row and column can

contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.
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tollywood

PNS HYDERABAD

A
s the leading lady in Ambajipeta Marriage
Band, Shivani Nagaram is making her
Telugu film debut with Suhas. The picture,

which is directed by Dushyant Katikineni and is slat-
ed to open in theaters on February 2, is a collabo-
ration between GA2 Pictures, filmmaker Venkatesh
Maha under the auspices of Mahayana Motion
Pictures, and Dheeraj Mogileni Entertainment. In
a recent interview, Shivani revealed details about
the film and her journey.

Shivani expressed happiness and nervousness!
She says at the outset, “I consider myself lucky to
be presented with a strong crew and under a large
banner.” She highlights the responsibility that
comes with being a part of a major motion picture
and excitedly awaits the audience’s reaction. “My
hometown is Hyderabad. For this movie, I traveled
to a new town for the first time. Every shot was com-
pleted with joy. We spent seventy-five days in the
Amalapuram, Ambajipeta region. We relished the
lovely weather and laid-back vibe of the area. There,
too, a great deal of love is shown. I speak Telugu
most of the time, and there aren't many conversa-
tions using slang,” added the recently turned
actress.

She was given the chance to be in this movie by
means of an audition. She went to the audition and
got the part, albeit she was originally hoping for the
friend’s part. She studied every dialogue in order
to be ready for even the most emotional parts. Even
though she is a real Kuchipudi dancer, she wasn’t
given the chance to show off her dancing abilities
in this movie, revealed the leading lady. But,
“Lakshmi is the name of my character. Doing cer-

tain moments that required feeling was difficult.
However, I spent a month getting ready before we
began filming, understood every conversation. The
scenarios had to have been executed flawlessly.
Because of this preparation, acting on the set was
not difficult.”

Suhas won a national award for the film Color
Photo. Shivani found it a pleasure to work with him
and very comfortable. When she saw Suhas acting
like this, she used to behave better according to what
the actress has told the media. Suhas has given her
a lot of support considering it's her first film, said
Shivani expressing gratitude to her fellow actor. The
actress actually had some very strong beliefs to state
too, “Telugu girls are very brilliant. They should all
be given favorable possibilities. Those initiatives
ought to be fruitful. Telugu girls won’t be acknowl-
edged in our Tollywood until then. Because I am
fluent in the language, I can say a dialogue that is
presented to me in the set right away. It takes time
to comprehend and act if you are an actor in a dif-
ferent language. The filming can be completed swift-
ly if the actresses are Telugu girls. Each character
in the Ambajipeta Marriage Band tale has been given
meaningful attention by director Dushyanth."

Writing-wise, this film features strong characters
for each person. Each and every character is exquis-
ite. Although the actress doesn’t have any scenes in
combination with Sharanya. There’s only so much
she can say about this tale! It must be seen in the
actual film. Additionally, “I want to work on being
the mainstream heroines, but also characters who
are important to the plot and have an opportuni-
ty to showcase their acting prowess. It’s acceptable
if their roles are pivotal and come and go through-
out the narrative.” Recalling her fondest memories
from the promotional tour — she said, “We per-

formed a Ambajipet
Marriage Band advertis-
ing tour throughout AP.
We visited Rajahmundry,
Eluru, Vizag, and
Vijayawada. It is impos-
sible to forget the love
that the locals displayed.
We received a ton of
love. There was pressure
to cut the trailer nicely
after seeing how people
responded to our
movie’s teaser. The reac-
tion to the trailer was
likewise positive. The
affection the audience
showed me at the
trailer launch was
overwhelming. I’m
hoping the Lakshmi
role I performed in the
movie will become well-
known.”

To sum up, “After this
movie’s release, I wanted
to sign my new project.
Though various offers
have been made, no
other movie has been
approved as of yet.
Actors like Savitri,
Sridevi, Kamal Haasan,
Rajinikanth, Allu
Arjun, Nani, and Suhas
are among my
favorites.”

‘I just need the opportunity to
showcase my acting prowess’

‘After watching Happy Ending, you'll leave the
theater with a smile,’ says Producer Anil Pallala

Y
ash Puri, who made a mark with
his performances in ZEE5’s web
film Alanti Sitralu, the comedy

Cheppalani Undhi and the
recently released epic
drama Shaakuntalam
is gearing up for the
release of another
film Happy Ending.
This light-hearted
coming of age tale,
directed by Kowshik
Bheemidi has god
good buzz with the
interesting promotional
content. Apoorva Rao is cast
as the female lead. Yogesh Kumar,
Sanjay Reddy, Anil Pallala are
bankrolling the film under Hamstech
Films and Silly Monks Studios. In a
recent interview, Producer Anil Pallala
shared insights into the film.

“Sillymonks is primarily a content-

creating company,” shares the produc-
er as he continues, “Happy Ending is
crafted to resonate with the youth while

also being message-oriented. The
film industry, often not recog-

nized by external investors as
a traditional industry, regis-
ters around 600 films annu-
ally, but only about 150 are
widely known. The fate of
the remaining 450 films,
often produced by newcom-

ers in the industry, is a major
concern. Without proper

understanding, a film initially
budgeted for one crore rupees can
escalate to three crore, leading to
financial issues even if the film suc-
ceeds. Each year, the industry faces a
loss of about 400 to 500 crores due to
new producers' lack of awareness.
Our company aims to bridge this gap,
assisting these producers from produc-

tion to release.”
After successfully distributed and

promoted films like Maa Vintha
Gaadha Vinuma and George Reddy, he
shares that Happy Ending was complet-
ed within its planned budget. “We’re
aware there won’t be pre-release busi-
ness for this film. With a new hero, we
decided to rely on post-release
response. 24 Kisses didn’t perform the-
atrically as expected but gained mil-
lions of views on YouTube and received
a great response when dubbed in other
languages. Each film has a different rev-
enue model, and producers must plan
accordingly for safety. A compelling
story is crucial for a film’s success. In
Happy Ending, we believe we have a
story with great potential. We've taken
calculated risks in production, ensur-
ing that our promotional content is
honest and doesn’t mislead the audi-
ence about the film’s content.”

A
fter a cult sports drama like Jersey,
director Gowtam Tinnanuri has
decided to come up with a sensi-

ble teenage drama, titled Magic, with sev-
eral new comers in the lead roles.

Centred around the story of four
teenagers coming together to compose an
Original song for their upcoming college
fest - the movie has several nostalgic
moments that connect with everyone at

some point. In fact, this aspect has turned
out to be the most compelling element
for every Technician involved in the mak-
ing of Gowtam Tinnanuri’s latest film.

Amidst their busy schedules, the film
has been crafted so well in the hands of
the National award winning technical
crew roped into the film.

Girish Gangadharan has handled the
Cinematography. Production design has
been taken care of by Avinash Kolla.
Editing is helmed by Navin Nooli and
Neeraja Kona is the Costume Designer.

On top of it all, the sensational
Anirudh Ravichander is composing
tunes for this coming-of-age, Musical
genre film. He has come up with sever-
al magical tunes that makers express con-
fidence in becoming instant chartbusters.
Overcoming the difficulties posed by the

weather such as freezing fog and unsea-
sonal and unpredictable rains, the stun-
ning landscapes offered by the Nilgiri hills
have been captured so well by the team.
Stunning visuals have lent their hand in
creating a spell-binding experience
for the viewers.

Producer Suryadevara Naga
Vamsi along with Sai Soujanya, are
bringing forward this amazing film to
the theatres, to continue their streak
of success under the Sithara
Entertainments and Fortune Four
Cinemas banners. Srikara Studios is
presenting the film. Shoot of this
Captivating teenage musical is
wrapped and the movie is all set
to be released for this Summer
2024 in Telugu and Tamil lan-
guages, announced makers. 

Gowtham Tinnanuri, Rockstar
Anirudh with Naga Vamsi craft a
musical Magic teenage drama

Debutante Shivani Nagaram, who is all set to make her debut with
Ambajipeta Marriage Band, speaks to the Hyderabadi media, sharing her

feelings for the debut, some insights about her character, and more. 

M
angalavaaram is a tech-
nician’s film’, said direc-
tor Ajay Bhupathi and

the 4 Awards at Jaipur Film
Festival proved it right.

Upon release, Mangalavaaram
has gained immense applause in
theatres & now on OTT platform
Disney Plus Hotstar. The rustic
thriller loved for its enthralling
twists and turns has surprised
everyone. The applause on social
media even after days of release
says it all.

On Monday, producers
Swathi Reddy Gunupati and
Suresh Varma of Mudhra Media
Works are delighted to share
that their movie has bagged
awards in four different cate-
gories at the Jaipur
International Film Festival. 

The film has won the awards

for;  Best Actress: Payal Rajput,
Best Sound Design: Raja
Krishnan, Best Editing:
Gullapalli Madhav Kumar, and
Best Costume Design: Mudasar
Mohammad

The recognition is proof that
Mangalavaaram is one of the
most technically and artistically
superior products from Telugu
cinema in recent times. The film
is a complete product with rous-
ing background score and scin-
tillating writing. 

Director Ajay Bhupathi has
expressed happiness over his
third film receiving so much
applause from the audience, crit-
ics and now the awards circuit.
His vision and the intended
impact of Mangalavaaram have
received validation from every-
one. 

Mangalavaaram 
makes it big at JIFF

M
acho Star Gopichand’s
unique action entertainer

Bhimaa promotional activities
kick-started recently with the
makers unveiling the First

Offer. The video amazed one
and all. The visuals were
spectacular, while Gopichand
was introduced as a ruthless
cop. The First Offer received
a tremendous response. The
film marks the Telugu debut
of popular Kannada director
A Harsha and produced
lavishly by KK Radhamohan
under the banner of Sri
Sathya Sai Arts.
Meanwhile, the makers
came up with the film’s
release date with a brand
new poster of Gopichand in
which he looked ferocious in
the police avatar. Bhimaa

will hit the theatres on
March 8th for Maha
Shivaratri. This is a perfect
date for a mass movie which
is going to cash in the
festival holiday.
Priya Bhavani Shankar and
Malvika Sharma are the
leading ladies in the movie.
Swamy J Gowda takes care
of the cinematography, while
the music is provided by
Ravi Basrur of Salaar fame.
Ramana Vanka is the
production designer and
Thammiraju is the editor.
Kiran is an online editor,
while Ajju Mahakali provides
dialogues. The movie has
fights choreographed by
Ram-Lakshman, Venkat, and
Dr. Ravi Varma.

Macho Star
Gopichand’s
Bhimaa will 

have its
theatrical
release on
March 8T

he 2014 film Minugurulu, star-
ring Ashish Vidyarthi,
Suhasini Maniratnam,

Raghubir Yadav and Deepak Saroj,
is directed by Ayodhyakumar
Krishnamsetty. Marking the 10th
anniversary of its release, the social
problem film was recently screened
in the US. 

Upon its release, several film
industry stalwarts came out in sup-
port of the film and encouraged it.
Megastar Chiranjeevi, at that time,
said that the film stays true to both
artistic and commercial values.
Legendary director Dasari Narayana
Rao, Pushpa maker Sukumar, classy
filmmaker Sekhar Kammula, and

Oscar-winning lyricist Chandrabose,
among others, praised the film's sen-
sibilities. 

Speaking on the occasion,
Krishnamsetty said, “When the film
was released in 2014, social media was
not widely used. Had it been released
today, social media users would have

bombarded everyone with celebrity
takes about the movie. This is a drama
driven by research about the reality
faced by underprivileged blind kids.
Nothing shown in the film is an exag-
geration.” 

“At a time when movies' shelf life
doesn’t last even a few weeks,
Minugurulu has lived on for a decade,”
another speaker said. 

A guest who was present at the
screening said that the film’s tender-
ness and treatment are compelling.
“Whatever has been shown in the film
is reality as it is. So many NGOs are
trying to reach out to vision-impaired
kids through philan-
thropy,” a guest added. 

The release of icon star Allu
Arjun’s Pushpa 2 is await-

ed massively. The prestigious
pan-India film is a grand-
scale project that will hit the
screens on August 15 this year.

Mythri Movie Makers and
Sukumar Writings unveiled a
poster today, marking the
countdown to the release date
of their upcoming film. The
action-packed extravaganza,
directed by Director Sukumar,
is set to hit screens worldwide
in exactly 200 days.
Anticipated to be a monumen-
tal release, the film is expect-
ed to dominate the box office
with an extensive screen pres-
ence. “200 days for Pushpa Raj
to begin his RULE. Pushpa:
The Rule’s Grand Release
Worldwide on 15th AUG
2024,” the makers said. A hash-
tag titled
#PushpaKaRuleIn200Days has
been floated.

Icon star Allu Arjun’s larg-
er-than-life role is going to be
decisive in the story. Fahadh
Faasil is the ‘face of vengeance’
in the story. The film has
music by Devi Sri Prasad and
cinematography by Mireslow
Kuba Brozek. S Rama Krishna
and N Monica are its produc-
tion designers.

200 days for
Pushpa Raj to
begin his rule

King Nagarjuna thanks
fans for ‘unconditional 
love’ says, ‘Your smile

gives me courage’

N
agarjuna Akkineni proves his
versatility in Naa Saami Ranga,
a film produced by Srinivasa

Chitturi with a substantial budget
under the direction of Vijay Binny
from Srinivasa Silver Screen.
Presented by Pawan Kumar, the
movie stars Ashika Ranganath
alongside Nagarjuna, with
notable roles played by Allari
Naresh, Raj Tarun, Mirna
Menon, and Ruksar Dhillon.
Released on January 14 as a
Sankranti gift, the film has tri-
umphed as a perfect Sankranti
entertainer, garnering acclaim
from audiences, fans, and crit-
ics alike. Recognizing its success,
the film unit organized a grand
celebration, during which King
Nagarjuna presented success
shields to the team.

Addressing the gathering,
King Nagarjuna shared his
gratitude, saying, “Hello
everyone. Thank you
Akkineni fans and Telugu
audience for uncondition-
al love. You always spread
love regardless of film suc-
cess. You smile with joy
when you see me. Your smile
gives me courage. Thanks to
all the distributors who have
been very positive and given us
theatres and releases. Missing
our unit every moment. The
journey of this movie has been
amazing. Everyone worked with
love. Not thanking everyone by
name. I miss everyone so much.
Thanks to everyone who gave me
this wonderful feeling.”

Reflecting on the commence-
ment of the film, Nagarjuna
reminisced, “After unveiling
the statue on September 20,
father’s birthday, we started

this film on the same day. No one in
our family knew that the opening of
the movie would take place. Amala
asks where are you leaving for the
shooting? I said, ‘I have to start the

movie, I have to go.’ ‘Can you go
in the evening’ means. ‘It

should be released by
Sankranti. I have to go
quickly,’ I said. Then every-
one looked at me with

bewildered faces (laugh-
ing) and said, ‘They

are saying
Sankranti release,

are you crazy,'
including the
c h i l d r e n .
(Laughs) After
starting the
film, no one
outside believes
that Sankranti
will come. But

the faces of my
team have that

belief. Our belief
came true.

Successfully released.”
Expressing gratitude

to the team, Nagarjuna
a c k n o w l e d g e d ,
“Keeravani garu was a
major reason for the
completion on time. He
made a timetable and
encouraged us all.
Excellent music was
given. Thanks to
Keeravani. Chandra
Bose wrote beautiful
songs. Thank you to
everyone in the team.
Thanks to all our media
friends who wrote
about us very positive-
ly. See you next
Sankranti.”

Sneha Reddy hosts a
delightful playdate at

Hyderabad’s first
Hamleys Play

H
amleys announced
the launch of its first
‘Hamleys Play’ in

Hyderabad with an exclusive
playdate hosted by Allu Sneha
Reddy. Her playdate witnessed
her special guests and kids revel
in the magical wonders of
Hamleys Play. The event cele-
brated the essence of joy, cre-
ativity, and imagination that
Hamleys Play brings to every
child.  The diverse attractions
and engaging activities, along
with the ‘All Angel’ team's

dedicated care, made it one of the most play-
ful evenings in the city of Hyderabad.
Designed exclusively for children, this
magical play area offers over 15 captivating
attractions, transforming playtime into an
immersive and delightful experience.
Hamleys Play in Hyderabad is located at level
2, Inorbit Mall, Cyberabad. With ‘Hamleys
Play,’ the brand elevates the traditional idea
of play by infusing it with the vibrancy of
the outdoors and the limitless wonders of
a child’s imagination. Enter the captivating
world of Mr. and Mrs. Hopper as they guide
visitors through their private garden brim-
ming with thrilling adventures.

Minugurulu bags  multiple Nandi
Awards and international awards
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PTI n HYDERABAD

A
fter England tore the
prediction books for an
epochal 28-run victory

here in the first Test, India now
find themselves in a tight
space, mentally and technical-
ly, ahead of the second match
starting in four days in
Visakhapatnam. 
The eternal optimists will trace
a similarity in situation to
England’s tour to these shores
three years ago. 
The Three Lions under Joe
Root had consigned India to a
massive 227-run defeat in
Chennai, but after four days
Virat Kohli’s side entered the
field a reinvigorated lot to
level the series at the same
Stadium at Chepauk. 
But comparisons must end
there. On a Chidambaram
Stadium pitch that deteriorat-
ed incredibly fast, India had
the first-mover’s advantage,
piling a 329, which formed the
core of the hosts’ big win.
Moreover, India had Kohli,
Ajinkya Rahane and Rishabh
Pant in the middle-order, all
who could tackle spin effec-
tively. 
None of these three will be in
action in Visakhapatnam for

different reasons, while
Shubman Gill and Shreyas
Iyer, particularly the former,
have not inspired much con-
fidence against spinners either. 
The word from the coastal
Andhra Pradesh town is that
the pitch for the second Test
might not be entirely different
in nature from one used at the
RGI Stadium here, and that
put the onus squarely on the
Indian batters to buckle their
swash. 
The top brass is not exactly
keen on an under-prepared
pitch, the one we saw in
Ahmedabad during the previ-
ous series when Axar Patel
scythed through the visitors
with an 11-wicket haul. The
powers that be have under-
stood the fragility of these set
of Indians against spin, and a
deck like that might backfire
badly on them. 
So, it is imperative for the
Indian batters to find their
range against England spin-
ners, who might also bring in
off-spinner Shoaib Bashir, who
had reconnected with the rest
of the team on Sunday after
the visa mess. 
“I don’t know what kind of
pitch will be there (for the sec-
ond Test). Whatever it is, they

need to regroup quickly as
England has smelled the
blood. This England side is
different from what we saw last
time,” a former India batter
told PTI on conditions of
anonymity.
“Under Ben Stokes and
Brendon McCullum, England
have redefined the approach to
Test cricket and they are a bold
outfit mentally too, unafraid to
take risks. It may bring in
some bad results but it also
gives them a higher chance of
winning. 
“So, India cannot afford to take
a step back in Vizag and allow
them to build a 2-0 lead, from
which it will be difficult to
come back.” 
India’s failure was two-fold in
Hyderabad. Veterans R
Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja in
the company of Axar Patel
failed to rattle England on a
slow-turning pitch, allowing
them to pile 420 in the second
innings on the back of Ollie
Pope’s sensational 196.  
When their turn came to chase
231, the Indian batters surren-
dered to the guiles of left-arm
spinner Tom Hartley in the
second innings as the debutant
walked away with seven wick-
ets. 

“The problem with many of
these young batters is that they
try to dominate spinners play-
ing big hits. But they have to
understand that working the
ball around for singles or twos
are also a way to impose your-
self on spinners, a more risk-
free method,” the former India
player said. 
“Dravid himself was a master
at that, so was Laxman. In this
side I can only see Kohli doing
that despite his discomfort
against left-arm spin. You
need your wrists and feet
against spinners on surfaces
that suit them. You just can’t sit
back and try to play with hard
hands,” he added. 
Perhaps, he had Gill in his
mind. In the first innings, the
right-hander’s patience
seemed to have dried up dur-
ing a 66-ball 23 and slapped
Hartley against the spin to Ben
Duckett at mid-wicket. 
In the second innings, Gill
lasted just two balls as he
pushed at Hartley with rigid
hands to spoon a simple catch
to Pope at silly point. 
“There is not enough time to
change the whole mindset
towards batting, but hopeful-
ly, they have learnt from their
mistakes,” he added. 

Mindset, technical changes imperative for India batters
SECOND TEST AGAINST ENGLAND

PTI n HYDERABAD

India all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja and batter KL Rahul

were on Monday ruled out of
the second Test against
England starting in
Visakhapatnam on February 2.
Jadeja sustained a hamstring
injury during play on Sunday
while Rahul complained of a
right quadriceps pain.
“Mr. Ravindra Jadeja and Mr.
KL Rahul have been ruled out
of the second IDFC First Bank
Test against England in Vizag,
starting February 02, 2024,” the
BCCI said in a media release.
“The BCCI Medical Team is
monitoring the progress of the
duo,” it added.
The Selection Committee has
added Mumbai batter Sarfaraz
Khan and left-arm spinner
Sourabh Kumar and all-
rounder Washington Sundar in
to the squad for the second

Test.
India trail the five-match series
0-1 after losing the opener by
28 runs.
Saransh Jain has been named as
a replacement for Washington
in the India A squad for the
third and final multi-day game
against England Lions starting
on Thursday in Ahmedabad. 
“Avesh Khan will continue to
travel with his Ranji Trophy
team, Madhya Pradesh and
will join the Test squad if
required,” the released added.
India’s updated Squad for 2nd
Test vs England: Rohit Sharma
(C), Shubman Gill, Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Shreyas Iyer, KS Bharat
(WK), Dhruv Jurel (WK),
Ravichandran Ashwin, Axar
Patel, Kuldeep Yadav, Mohd.
Siraj, Mukesh Kumar, Jasprit
Bumrah (VC), Avesh Khan,
Rajat Patidar, Sarfaraz Khan,
Washington Sundar, Sourabh
Kumar. 

Jadeja, Rahul ruled out

PTI n DUBAI

India pacer Jasprit Bumrah
has been reprimanded and

handed a demerit point for
deliberately stepping in
England player Ollie Pope’s
way as he went for a run which
led to “inappropriate physical
contact” during the first Test at
Hyderabad.
Bumrah’s offence is a Level 1
offence under the ICC code of
conduct.
In addition to the reprimand,
one demerit point has also
been added to Bumrah’s disci-
plinary record as it was his first
offence in a 24-month period.
“The incident occurred in the
81st over of England’s second
innings, when Bumrah, after
completing his follow through,
deliberately stepped in Ollie

Pope’s way as the batter went
for a run, leading to inappro-
priate physical contact,” the
ICC said in a release.
Bumrah was found to have
breached Article 2.12 of the
ICC Code of Conduct for
Players and Player Support
Personnel during an interna-
tional match.
Bumrah accepted the sanction
proposed by match referee
Richie Richardson and there
was no need for a formal hear-
ing.
The on-field umpires Paul
Reiffel and Chris Gaffaney,
third umpire Marais Erasmus
and fourth umpire Rohan
Pandit levelled the charge
against Bumrah.
England defeated India by 28
runs on Sunday to go 1-0 up in
the five-match series. 

Bumrah reprimanded for
Code of Conduct breach
in Hyderabad Test

PTI n CAPE TOWN

Former South Africa skipper Dean
Elgar has claimed that star India bat-

ter Virat Kohli “spat at him” during a Test
match and apologised two years later after
being confronted by his Royal Challengers
Bangalore teammate AB de Villiers.
Elgar retired from international cricket
after the conclusion of South Africa’s two-
Test series against India at home in
December while standing-in for regular
skipper Temba Bavuma.
Without mentioning the series in which
the incident took place, speculated to be
South Africa’s tour of India in 2015, Elgar
agreed on a podcast that he had show-
downs with Kohli and Ravichandran
Ashwin.
“All the time,” Elgar said on ‘Banter with
The Boys’ podcast sitting alongside former
South African all-rounder Chris Morris
and rugby player Jean de Villiers.
Elgar then said, “In India...Those wickets
were jokes.”
“And I came into bat and I was actually like
holding my own against Ashwin and
what’s his name Jajeja… ja-ja-jajeja,
(‘Jadeja’, said someone in the background)
and Kohli, he like spat at me,” Elgar said.
“I said to him, ‘if you do that, I’ll f*****g
*** you with this bat’,” Elgar claimed.
“Did he understand that word?” asked the
podcast host referring to the beeped out
word. “Yes, he did because (AB) de Villiers
was his teammate at RCB so he under-
stood. I said ‘if you do that, I’ll absolute-
ly knock you out’,” Elgar claimed.
The former South African opener said after

de Villiers found out about the incident,
he took up the matter with his good friend
and RCB teammate. Elgar did not speci-
fy when exactly de Villiers discussed the
incident with Kohli.
“Anyway, so, realised that de Villiers
found out what he did and went up to him
and said ‘bud, why are you spitting at my
teammate bud? That’s not on’ and two
years later, he (Kohli) calls me aside play-
ing (in) South Africa and said ‘can we go
have a drink at the end of the series?”
“‘I want to just apologise for my actions’.
Two years later in South Africa, he says he
wants to apologise for what he did. We had

a drink, (the) punchline is we drank till 3
am in the morning. This is when he used
to drink, now he is obviously converted a
bit,” Elgar added.
When asked how was his experience
playing his final Test for South Africa
against the likes of Kohli and Ashwin, Elgar
replied, “awesome.”
Kohli apparently did not celebrate after
taking a catch off Elgar’s bat in his final Test
innings at Cape Town in December 2023
and hugged the South African as he
returned to the pavilion.
Kohli even gave one of his Test jerseys to
the Proteas player. 

Kohli spat at me, apologised after
AB de Villiers confronted him: Elgar

PTI n NEW DELHI

The Saurashtra Cricket
Association (SCA) on

Monday decided to launch a
disciplinary probe after liquor
bottles were recovered from its
U-23 cricketers while they
were heading back to Rajkot
from Chandigarh.
As per SCA sources, the inci-
dent occurred on January 25
following Saurashtra’s win over
hosts Chandigarh in the CK

Nayudu Trohy.
A sizeable amount of liquor
was detected in the cargo area
of the plane, which the crick-
eters were to board. The liquor
was subsequently seized by
authorities at the Chandigarh
Airport.
“There has been an alleged
incident at Chandigarh that
was brought to notice of Sau-
rashtra Cricket Association,”
said the SCA in a statement.
“The alleged incident is unfor-

tunate and intolerable.
Ethics/Disciplinary Committee
& Apex Council of Saurashtra
Cricket Association to make in-
depth examine of the incident
and shall take proper discipli-
nary action,” it added.
As Gujarat is a dry state, one is
not allowed to carry alcohol
into the state.
However, the state government
issues permit to the visitors
who can purchase alcohol from
its dedicated outlets.

PTI n DUBAI

India have dropped to fifth
behind Bangladesh in the

World Test Championship
standings after their shock 28-
run defeat to England in the
first Test in Hyderabad.
India were briefly on top after
drawing the two-Test series
South Africa before being
overtaken by Australia follow-
ing their victory over Pakistan.
Rohit Sharma’s men have suf-
fered in terms of accumulated
percentage points, going down
from 54.16 after the South
Africa series to 43.33 current-
ly. Chasing 231 for a win in the
fourth innings, India were all
out for 202 in the first Test in
Hyderabad on Sunday.
England’s Tom Hartley (7/62)
spun a web around the home
team batters to cause a col-
lapse.
The rare defeat at home took
Rohit Sharma’s side down to
fifth spot in the latest WTC

rankings headed by Australia
with 55 percentage points.
India currently have 43.33 per-
centage points in their kitty.
Australia’s sensational eight-
run defeat to the West Indies
in Brisbane on Sunday did not
have much impact on them as
they continued to lead the
WTC rankings.

South Africa, New Zealand
and Bangladesh — all with 50
percentage points — are at sec-
ond, third and fourth spots.
Below India are Pakistan, West
Indies, England and Sri Lanka.
In the WTC 2023-2025 cycle,
teams are fetching 12 points for
a win, 4 for a draw and 6 for a
tie.

PTI n BRISBANE

Legendary Steve Waugh
heaped rich praise on young

sensation Shamar Joseph who
bowled the West Indies to their
first Test win in Australia in 27
years, calling him a ‘saviour in
the purest form of the game’. 
The 24-year-old Joseph, who
made his debut in the first Test
of the two-match series, ran
through Australia with a spell
of 11.5-0-68-7 to power
Windies to a thrilling eight-run
win at the Gabba, Brisbane, a
traditional fortress of the hosts. 
The effort was even more spe-
cial because Joseph, who not
long ago worked as a security

guard, braved a toe injury to
deliver a win for the ages for his
team.
“There is nothing like Test
cricket and this man may be
the saviour in the purest form
of the game, (sic)” Waugh
wrote on Instagram while shar-
ing a picture of Joseph. 
“Cinderella stories are rare in
sport but this was truly epic
from a young man who has sin-
gle-handedly reignited the pas-
sion of cricket followers in the
Caribbean and all over the
world,” added one of Australia’s
most successful captains. 
In fact, while he was cleared of
having not suffered a fracture
to his toe after copping a blow

from a Mitchell Starc, Joseph
had to take the field on the final
day of the Test wearing team-
mate Zachary McCaskie’s jer-
sey after covering his name
with a tape. 
Unclear of his participation,
Joseph had not carried his
whites to the ground.
Meanwhile, former West Indies
bowler and renowned com-
mentator Ian Bishop termed
the victory as the ‘most remark-
able Test win’ yet. 
“What a remarkable moment
for Shamar Joseph and West
Indies cricket. The most
remarkable Test win that I can
put my mind on, given the con-
text, (sic)” he wrote on X. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

India head coach Shukla
Dutta on Monday

announced a 23-member
squad for the upcoming SAFF
U-19 Women’s Championship,
beginning in Dhaka on Friday.
The Young Tigresses will leave
for Bangladesh on Tuesday
before playing their opening
fixture against Bhutan on
February 2, followed by match-
es against Bangladesh
(February 4) and Nepal
(February 6).
The final will take place on
February 8, with all the match-
es happening at the BSSS
Mostafa Kamal Stadium in
Dhaka.
It will be India’s fifth appear-
ance in the competition and the
second in the U-19 version.
The last U-19 edition in 2021

saw the Indians finishing run-
ners-up to hosts Bangladesh.
India’s only success in the event
came in 2022 in the U-18 ver-
sion when they beat
Bangladesh as hosts.

INDIA’S U-19 SQUAD: 
Goalkeepers: Khushi Kumari,
Anika Devi Sharubam and
Hempriya Seram.
Defenders: Heena Khatun,
Vikshit Bara, Sonibia Devi
Irom, Juhi Singh and Nishima
Kumari.
Midfielders: Shivani Toppo,
Lalita Boypai, Akhila Rajan,
Rivka Ramji, Arina Devi
Nameirakpam, Cindy
Remruatpuii Colney, Menaka
Devi Lourembam, Sibani Devi
Nongmeikapam and
Thoibisana Chanu Toijam.
Forwards: Babita Kumari, Nitu
Linda, Sulanjana Raul, Neha
and Pooja, Sahena TH.

Joseph may be saviour in purest
form of cricket, says Steve

SAFF U-19 Women Championship

India announces
23-member squad

Saurashtra Cricket Association to conduct enquiry
after liquor recovered from its U-23 cricketers

India slip to fifth spot in WTC
rankings after Hyderabad loss
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