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It's raining fire in the
national Capital as the
city recorded its highest

temperature of 46.8 degrees
Celsius on Wednesday,
surpassing its 79-year-old
record of 46.4 degrees
Celsius set in 1945. While
Mungeshpur logged the
highest ever temperature in
the city at 52.9 degrees
Celsius, 13 degrees above
normal, areas like Narela and
Najafgarh saw temperatures
reaching 49 degrees Celsius.
To get relief, heat-stricken
residents were seen drinking
ORS-laced drinks, using wet
towels, and taking multiple
baths a day.
Delhi broke all previous
records in the country as the
previous highest
temperature in India was
recorded in Rajasthan's
Phalodi in 2016 at 51 degrees
Celsius.
It is also just 3.8 degrees
behind the highest
temperature ever recorded
on Earth of 56.7 degrees
Celsius at the Greenland
Ranch in California's Death
Valley, which is now aptly
referred to as the Furnace
Creek Ranch.
The maximum temperature
in Delhi was recorded at 46.8
degrees Celsius, which is six
degrees above the normal,
while the minimum
temperature settled at 29.4
degrees Celsius.

However, the weather
experienced a sudden change
on Wednesday evening as
the sky turned cloudy and
witnessed light drizzling in
some parts, providing short
relief to Delhiites. But the
short respite was followed by
more discomfort due to the
humidity caused by light
rain.
The roasting heat has led to
the Delhiites taking several
measures to ensure their well
being along with trying to
stay indoors as much as
possible. However, some
residents said it is not easy to
be indoors all the time as one
has to go and earn a
livelihood. People were seen
flocking air conditioned
buses and preferring the
metro for their journey while
also spending their time
inside air-conditioned
shopping malls.
In Delhi' ITO metro station,
many, who came to get their
passports from the office
nearby, were seen taking
refuge in the station to beat
the heat amid long queues. A
40-year-old woman sitting at
the entry passage said it is
the best way she could
escape the scorching
summer heat.  
With temperatures nearing
50 degrees Celsius in
Mungeshpur and Najafgarh
in the last few days, residents
said they have been
constantly falling ill despite
taking many measures to
beat the heat.
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In a major setback to AAP
convener and Delhi Chief

Minister Arvind Kejriwal, the
Supreme Court registry on
Wednesday refused to list his
plea to extend his interim bail
by a week to undergo certain
medical tests. 
During their campaign, the
BJP questioned Kejriwal for
seeking yet another relief
from the court. They took a
jibe at the AAP leader, stating
that he can campaign in the
Lok Sabha polls in intense
heat but complains of illness
when mandated by the
judiciary to surrender soon
after the campaign ends.
The development comes a day
after a vacation bench refused
to allow the urgent hearing,
saying it would be appropriate
if the Chief Justice of India
takes a call on this. Kejriwal is
out on bail in the liquor policy
linked money laundering case
and the same will expire on
June 1. Kejriwal will have to
surrender before the Tihar jail
authorities on June 2. Kejriwal
is currently campaigning in

Punjab which will go to polls
on June 1. In a related
development, his aide Bibhav
Kumar has also moved the
Delhi High Court challenging
his arrest in connection with
the alleged assault on AAP
MP Swati Maliwal at the CM's
residence earlier this month.
Kejriwal has sought extension
of his interim bail by seven
days to undergo a host of
medical tests, including a
PET-CT scan, in view of his
"sudden and unexplained
weight loss coupled with high
ketone levels", which are
indicative of kidney, serious
cardiac ailments and even
cancer. The Chief Minister, in
his fresh plea filed on May 26,
said he will surrender before
jail authorities on June 9
instead of June 2, the
scheduled date for his return
to prison. The top court had
on May 10 granted 21-day
interim bail to the chief
minister, who was arrested in
a money laundering case
linked to the excise policy
'scam', to enable him to
campaign for the Lok Sabha
polls. 
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Suspended JD(S) leader
Prajwal Revanna, who is

facing sexual abuse charges, has
booked a return flight ticket to
Bengaluru from Munich on
May 30, official sources said on
Wednesday. According to
sources in the Special
Investigation Team (SIT), the
33-year-old grandson of JD(S)
supremo HD Deve Gowda is
expected to land in Bengaluru
in the small hours of May 31.
Revanna on Wednesday
moved a Special Court
seeking anticipatory bail in
the rape case registered
against him. His advocate
filed an anticipatory bail
application in the Special
Court for cases involving
MPs/MLAs. He reportedly
left for Germany on April 27,
a day after Hassan LS seat
went to polls, and is still at
large.
The SIT is maintaining vigil
at the Kempegowda Airport
to arrest him as soon as he
lands. The MP, who is seeking
re-election as the NDA
candidate from Hassan Lok
Sabha segment, fled to a
foreign country as soon as the
news broke out that the
Karnataka State Commission
for Women requested Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah to
order an investigation into
the huge cache of explicit
videos showing several
women being sexually
assaulted allegedly by him.
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Opposition parties, including
Congress and Trinamool

Congress, are to approach the
Election Commission to first
restrict and secondly prevent
media publicity of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's med-
itation plans at Rock Memorial,
a monument built in tribute to
Swami Vivekananda, in
Kanyakumari following the cul-
mination of the Lok Sabha polls
campaign on Thursday.
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said the
Trinamool Congress will

complain to the Election
Commission if Prime Minister
meditation in Kanyakumari is
televised, claiming that it
would be a violation of the
election Model Code of
Conduct (MCC).
The Congress said the Election
Commission should not grant
permission for the PM's
programme, as the model code
of conduct was in force. "Such
a move was an attempt at
"indirect campaigning" after
the end of canvassing of votes,"
Tamil Nadu Congress chief K
Selvaperunthagai alleged. 
The PM will meditate from the
evening of May 30 to the

evening of June 1 at Dhyan
Mandapam, the place where
Vivekananda — a spiritual
icon admired by Modi — is
believed to have had a divine
vision about 'Bharat Mata', BJP
leaders said. 
The Prime Minister had gone
on a similar meditation
exercise in a Kedarnath cave
after the 2019 poll campaign.
"We will complain. He can
meditate, but it cannot be aired
on television," Mamata said,
claiming that this will amount
to "violation of the MCC."
"Does anyone have to get
cameras for doing
meditation?" she asked,
claiming that it was a way of
canvassing during the
silence period between
the end of campaign
and the poll date.
All arrangements,
including heavy
security, are in
place for Modi's 45-
hour stay at the Rock
Memorial. The district
in the country's
southernmost tip will see a
strong posse of 2,000 police
personnel and various security
agencies maintaining a tight
vigil during the PM's event.
Tirunelveli range DIG
Pravesh Kumar accompanied
by superintendent of police E
Sundaravathanam had
inspected the security
arrangements at the rock
memorial, boat jetty, helipad
and the State guest house in
Kanyakumari. Even as the
Prime Minister's core security
team reached the venue, a trial
of helicopter landing had also
been conducted at the
helipad.
As per his tentative schedule,
Modi is expected to arrive at
Kanyakumari late afternoon
on May 30 for the spiritual
sojourn. He would later
proceed to the memorial.
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In an incident similar to that
reported in Lakhimpur

Kheri in which Union
Minister of State for Home
Ajay Mishra Teni's son went
crushing farmers, a vehicle of
the convoy of the son of
Bharatiya Janata Party MP
from Kaiserganj in Gonda
district, Brij Bhushan Saran
Singh, crushed two youths,
including a 17-year-old, to
death and critically injured an
old woman.
As Brij Bhushan, the former
president of Women's
Wrestling Federation, is
facing charges of sexual
assault of women wrestlers,
the BJP gave its ticket for the
Kaiserganj Lok Sabha seat in
the ongoing elections to his
son Karan Bhushan Singh.
According to eyewitnesses,
the convoy of vehicles was of
BJP candidate from
Kaiserganj, Karan. A large
number of policemen are
deployed at the spot. Police

have seized the SUV involved
in the accident and have also
arrested the driver of the
escort vehicle. There is no
confirmation yet whether
Karan was travelling with the
cavalcade at the time of the
accident.
Reports said Karan was going
to Huzurpur with his convoy
of vehicles that included a
Fortuner with 'police escort'
written on it. When the
convoy reached near
Chhatarpurwa on Bahraich
Huzurpur road, the Fortuner,
in an attempt to overtake
other vehicles, crushed two
youths - 17-year-old Rehan
and 21-year-old Shahzad
Khan - who were coming to
Karnailganj market on a
motorcycle from Nidura
village to purchase
medicines. The Fortuner
later broke the electric pole
and also crushed 60-year-old
Sita Devi, who was sitting in
front of her house, critically
injuring her. She has been
admitted to hospital.

SUV in Brij Bhushan 
son’s convoy mows
down two, injures 2
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Northwest and Central
India, which have been

in the grip of unprecedented
heatwave conditions in the
last few days, may get some
respite  gradually from
Thursday. However, don't
breathe a sigh of relief as
unfortunately, after the
respite, the region will again
witness a higher number of
heatwave days in June. 
"Normally, northwest India

and the adjoining areas
record two to three
heatwave days in June. But
this time, we expect four to
six days of heatwave in this
region," said IMD chief
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra.
The IMD has issued a red
warning for six States in the
region — Rajasthan, Punjab,
Haryana, Delhi-NCR, East
Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya
Pradesh — indicating severe
heatwave conditions. 
It downgraded the red alert
to an orange alert over these

States on May 30 but it will
persist in Punjab, Haryana,
and Delhi-NCR until May
31, as per the IMD.
Heatwave to severe
heatwave conditions are
very likely in most/many
parts of Punjab, Haryana-
Chandigarh, Delhi,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh on May 29
and gradual reduction
thereafter with heatwave
conditions in isolated/some
parts till June 1, 2024, as per
the IMD.
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The epic campaign for the
seven phase 2024 general

elections spanning for about
two months now amid intense
heatwave will come to an end on
Thursday evening for the last
phase voting on Saturday to seal
the fortunes of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Varanasi,
Bollywood actress Kangana
Ranaut, Union Minister Anurag
Thakur, National Conference
leader Omar Abdullah, actor
turned politician Ravi Kishan
and TMC leader Abhishek
Banerjee. 
The voting schedule period for
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections,

spread over 44 days, which
is the second longest

after the first
p a r l i a m e n t a r y
elections of 1951-
52, which lasted for
more than four
months but then that

time it was through
ballot papers and the

counting of votes lasted for
4/5 days.
Interesting slogans ranged
from "God of the Gods" to
"Lord Jagannath" and Mujra ,
'disco', 'Bhangra',
'Bharatnatyam' to Minimum
Support Price (MSP) to farm
loan waiver and Muslim
appeasement dominated in
this phase that sparked
controversy.   
Besides the Congress's
khatakhat, khatakhat has
become the buzz phrase so
much so that even Modi used it
to attack the Opposition.
Khatakhat khatakhat has also
spawned its own family of buzz
phrases. Congress leaders,
including Priyanka Gandhi,
started using khatakhat
khatakhat, a Hindi
onomatopoeia that signifies
something being done fast in a
repeated movement. Everyone

immediately took a liking to
the buzz phrase khatakhat
khatakhat with an addition of
`Good Bye Tata' a day earlier
by Congress' Rahul Gandhi.
The high decibel campaign
also saw political engagements
on remarks like India racism
and redistribution of wealth by
then Congress Overseas
Incharge Sam Pitroda leading
to his removal from the post
and the zenith was a sex
scandal involving JD(S) leader
Prajwal Revanna who is
seeking reelection from his
Parliamentary constituency
Hassan. The seventh phase of
polling will be held across 57
parliamentary constituencies,
covering eight States and
Union Territories  on June 1.
The stakes are high for the BJP
in this phase as it has won 30
seats of the total 57 in 2019. 
All seats in Punjab and
Himachal Pradesh will go to
polls in the seventh phase,
along with the remaining seats
in Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Odisha, Chandigarh
and West Bengal.
Data shows of the 57 seats, the
BJP won 25 in both, the 2014
and the 2019 elections.
Meanwhile, the Congress won
only three seats in 2014 and
eight in 2019. In terms of vote
share, the BJP clocked more
than 40 per cent in 28 seats and

between 30 and 40 per cent in
12 seats. In contrast, Congress
received a vote share of less
than 10 per cent in 18 seats.
Altogether, 24 seats are
strongholds of different
parties. The Trinamool
Congress and the BJP have
eight strongholds each. The
remaining eight strongholds
belong to the Biju Janata Dal,
the Congress, the Janata Dal
(United), and the Shiromani
Akali Dal.  There are
904candidates are now left in
the fray. 328 candidates from
Punjab and 144 fromUttar
Pradesh are in the fray for 13
seats each, respectively. 134
candidatesare contesting on
eight seats from Bihar, 66 from
Odisha on six seats, 52
fromJharkhand on three seats,
37 from Himachal Pradesh on
four seats and and 19from
Chandigarh for one seat.
Punjab hada maximum of 598
nomination forms from 13
Parliamentary constituencies
(PCs),followed by Uttar
Pradesh with 495 nominations
from 13 PCs before scrutiny
andwithdrawals. Constituency
wise, 36-Jahanabad
Parliamentary Constituency
inBihar received a maximum
of 73 nomination forms,
followed by 7-Ludhiana seat
inPunjab with 70 nomination
forms.
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In Jalandhar, the electoral
battleground is intensifying

with a high-stakes contest fea-
turing a former Chief Minister
and three notable political
‘turncoats’. The Congress is
pinning its hopes on former
Dalit Chief Minister Charanjit
Singh Channi, while other
major parties have nominated
candidates who have switched
allegiances, leaving voters in a
state of uncertainty. AAP’s sit-
ting MP Sushil Kumar Rinku is
now the BJP’s candidate, SAD’s
former MLA Pawan Kumar
Tinu is running on AAP’s tick-
et, and Congress’ former MP
Mohinder Singh Kaypee is
standing for SAD.

Adding a layer of person-
al intrigue, the race pits two for-
mer Congressmen-cum-rela-
tives, both influential Dalit
leaders, against each other.
Kaypee’s daughter is married to
Channi's nephew, highlight-
ing the familial connections
that complicate this political
rivalry. Each candidate in
Jalandhar wields considerable
influence, making the race
even more intense.

The Jalandhar Lok Sabha
constituency has a rich electoral
history, marked by fierce com-
petition and significant politi-
cal shifts. Traditionally a
Congress stronghold, the party
has won the seat 13 times

since independence, dominat-
ing the seat since 1999.
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
and Janata Dal have secured
victories twice each. The con-
stituency underwent a signifi-
cant change in 2008 when it
was re-demarcated as a
reserved seat for Scheduled
Castes (SC), adding new
dynamics to its electoral profile.

Congress’ defeat in 2023
bypoll, necessitated following
the sudden demise of sitting
MP Santokh Chaudhary,
marked a significant shift when
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
won by over 58,000 votes,
demonstrating a notable
change in voter sentiment —
prompting the grand old party
to strategize extensively to
reclaim its position, focusing
on the Dalit vote bank.

Despite facing strong inter-
nal dissent from within, the
Congress decided to lay its bet
on the former Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi, party’s
prominent Dalit leader.
Dissidence stems from bypass-
ing other local leaders in favour
of Channi, causing friction
among the party ranks, espe-
cially the Chaudhary family,
leading to the departure of
Santokh Chaudhary’s widow
Karamjit Kaur Chaudhary to
BJP, coupled with suspension of
their son and Congress MLA
from Phillaur Vikram
Chaudhary ffor opening a front
against Channi.

The Chaudhary family
wields considerable influence
in the Dalit politics of the
Doaba region, with a political
legacy dating back to 1936.
Master Gurbanta Singh, a
prominent Dalit leader in
Punjab, was the patriarch of
this influential clan. The fam-

ily has maintained close ties
with Dera Sachkhand Ballan, a
religious institution with sub-
stantial sway over the Dalit-
majority Jalandhar constituen-
cy. This connection makes the
direction of the Dera vote a
critical factor in the upcoming
election. Given these dynamics,
it remains to be seen whether
the Chaudhary family might
undermine Channi’s campaign.
Despite these challenges,
Channi has, as of now, emerged
as a frontrunner on the seat.

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), contesting polls inde-
pendently this time, fielded
sitting MP Sushil Kumar
Rinku, earlier a Congress MLA,
and later AAP MP. Rinku’s lat-
est switch to the BJP, days
after AAP announced his re-
nomination, marked his third
political allegiance, creating
voter disillusionment and inter-
nal challenges within the BJP.
Rinku's campaign focused on
development and infrastruc-
ture improvements, targeting
the business community and
urban voters. However, BJP
faces significant resistance in
rural areas where farmers,
especially in Shahkot, Nakodar,
and Phillaur, oppose the BJP
candidate.

Balancing urban support
with efforts to gain rural votes
has emerged as a critical chal-
lenge for the BJP. Moreover, its
reliance on consolidating
Hindu votes in urban areas
contrasts with its struggle in
rural regions. The BJP is focus-
ing on urban areas, leveraging
the support of migrant labour
and local traders.

Rinku’s journey began as a
councillor in Jalandhar
Municipal Corporation, and he
first became an MLA on a

Congress ticket in 2017.
Despite a defeat in the 2022
assembly elections, Rinku man-
aged to secure the Lok Sabha
seat for AAP in 2023 by-elec-
tion.

Left in the lurch following
Rinku’s departure, the ruling
AAP poached SAD’s former
MLA and its probable candi-
date from Jalandhar Pawan
Kumar Tinu — a seasoned
politician with a history of
party switches. Tinu’s entry
into AAP and subsequent can-
didacy have been met with
skepticism, questioning his loy-
alty and ability to unify AAP’s
support base. AAP is targeting
urban voters with promises of
improved governance and
accountability. Tinu’s campaign
is centered on transparency and
anti-corruption measures,
appealing to younger voters
and the urban middle class.
AAP is also addressing social
justice issues to attract Dalit
voters.

SAD, this time, is contest-
ing independently, unlike pre-
vious alliances with BJP till
previous Lok Sabha polls, or
BSP like in 2022 state assembly
polls. A former Congress MP
and state Congress’ former
president, Mohinder Singh
Kaypee, now with SAD,
focused his campaign on rural
areas and Dalit communities.

Kaypee enjoys strong sup-

port from the Dalit communi-
ty, having served as a Minister
and winning this Lok Sabha
seat in 2009. However, his
recent switch from Congress to
SAD added complexity to his
campaign. His challenge will be
to overcome his previous defeat
and leverage his political expe-
rience to gain voter trust.

Adding another dimen-
sion to the four-way contest,
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
has fielded a prominent Dalit
activist Balwinder Kumar, who
secured a significant number of
votes in the 2019 elections —
2.13 lakhs. A former journalist
with a national daily and a
practicing lawyer, Kumar owns
two PG degrees — one in
English and the other in jour-
nalism. His focus on Dalit
issues and community sup-
port could be pivotal in the
upcoming election. His past
performance and strong edu-
cational background position
him as a formidable candidate
— poised to disrupt the polit-
ical dynamics of the main con-
tenders.
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In the first election after

becoming a reserved seat,
Congress candidate Mohinder
Singh Kaypee emerged victo-
rious, securing the seat with a
margin of 37,000 votes. This
victory underscored Congress’

stronghold in the region, espe-
cially among the Dalit com-
munity. Congress retained the
seat in 2014 with Santokh
Chaudhary, but the margin of
victory narrowed to 70,000
votes. SAD showed significant
resilience, indicating growing
support among voters dissatis-
fied with the Congress. The
2019 elections saw Congress
winning again, but with SAD
significantly increasing its vote
share by 50,000 votes compared
to the previous election. It was
the 2023 bypoll that marked a
significant shift when AAP
defeated Congress by over
58,000 votes, demonstrating a
notable change in voter senti-
ment.

(��
���
�����$���	
Jalandhar’s voter demo-

graphics play a crucial role in
determining the election out-
come. The constituency has a
substantial Dalit population,
nearly 37 percent of the elec-
torate, making their vote piv-
otal. Of these, nearly five lakh
are from the Adidharam,
Ravidasia or Ramdasia com-
munity, and 2.7 lakh from the
Valmiki or Majhbi Sikh com-
munity. Each candidate is
strategizing to win over these
crucial voters, with promises of
better representation and devel-
opment.

Religious and social insti-
tutions, or Deras, also influence
the Dalit vote significantly.
Dera Sachkhand Ballan and
Valmiki Ashram of Baba Pargat
Nath in Nakodar are particu-
larly influential, guiding the
voting preferences of their fol-
lowers. Their support could be
a deciding factor in the elec-
tion.

Urban areas in Jalandhar,

with a significant migrant
labour population, are crucial
for BJP. However, rural areas
have shown resistance to BJP,
particularly among farmers. A
significant section of Dalits in
Jalandhar follows Christianity
and regularly visits Pentecostal
churches, with pastors close to
BJP. The consolidation of
Hindu votes is critical for BJP’s
strategy in urban areas, bal-
ancing its support base with
efforts to mitigate rural oppo-
sition.
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Economic issues, includ-

ing job opportunities and
infrastructure improvements,
are central to voter concerns in
Jalandhar. Each candidate is
promising economic growth
and development projects to
attract votes. Social justice
and equality are significant
concerns, especially among
the Dalit community, with
candidates emphasizing poli-
cies and initiatives that address
these issues. Besides,
Jalandhar's sports goods man-
ufacturing industry, a long-
standing employment source,
has been in decline since the
Covid-19 pandemic; and the
voters have demanded solu-
tions from the candidates, yet
no action has been taken.

The city’s poor road infra-
structure is also a major con-
cern for commuters, who have
criticized the use of substan-
dard materials in road con-
struction. Numerous accidents
and injuries have resulted
from hazardous conditions,
with countless pits making
travel perilous. Worsening
traffic congestion is another
significant issue, mainly due to
non-functional traffic lights,

encroachments, lack of park-
ing lots, haphazard parking,
dug-up roads, and poor man-
agement.

Garbage dumping and
mountain-sized landfills are
emerging in Jalandhar in a
manner reminiscent of Delhi,
much to the dismay of resi-
dents. Protests have erupted,
particularly against the
garbage dump near 66 ft road,
as the community demands
better waste management
solutions.
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The constituency com-

prises of nine assembly seg-
ments, of which, five —
Phillaur, Shahkot, Jalandhar
North, Jalandhar Cantt, and
Adampur — are represented by
the Congress, while remaining
four — Kartarpur, Jalandhar
West, Jalandhar Central, and
Nakodar — are in AAP’s share.
However, AAP’s Jalandhar
West (SC) MLA Sheetal
Angural has shifted loyalties
towards the BJP.

The constituency, with
more than 16 lakh voters,
showcases a diverse demo-
graphic landscape.
Constituting 40 percent of the
electorate, SC voters exercise
significant influence in this
region. The constituency is
characterized by a balanced
mix of rural and urban voters,
with 48.7 percent residing in
rural areas and 51.3 percent in
urban settings. The religious
composition reflects the cul-
tural mosaic, with Sikhs com-
prising 32.75 percent of the
electorate, and Hindus at 63.56
percent. Muslims form a small-
er but notable portion,
accounting for 1.4 percent of
the voter base.

��
*���	���	
2009 Mohinder Singh Kaypee (Congress)

2014 Santokh Chaudhary (Congress)

2019 Santokh Chaudhary (Congress)

2023 bypolls Sushil Kumar Rinku (AAP)

I, Anoop Singh S/o 

Roshan Lal R/o Village Dhana 

Kalan, Tehsil Hansi, District 

Hisar, evict my daughter 

Apoorva from my movable-

immovable property as she is 

out of my and my family's 

control. I and my family will not 

be responsible for any of her 

act. & dealings. My daughter 

Apoorva will herself be 

responsible for her every type 

of action or behavior. 

I, Jai Kumar S/o Toni # 

172-C, Small flats, Dhanas, 

Chandigarh, declare that my 

son Shubham and his wife 

Pooja out of my control so I 

disown him from my all 

movable /immovable property. 

Anybody deals with him at their 

own risk. 

I, Hawa Singh S/o Sh. 

Chattar Singh R/o Vill untla 

tehsil Madlauda, Distt Panipat, 

My Daughter Neeraj is out of 

control. i disown my daughter 

Neeraj from all my moveable 

and immovable properties. 

anybody deals with them deals 

at own risk and responsibilities. 

I,  Rakesh Sharma, S/o  

late. Shri Amar Chand R/o H.No 

61-C Milk Plant Road, Vita 

Enclave Ambala City, inform 

that my son Himanshu Sharma 

is out of my control So I disown. 

him from all my movable and 

immovable property. I will not 

take any responsibility for any 

kind of transaction or any work 

of my son Himanshu Sharma 

and my wife Sonal Sharma. In 

future my Son & my Wife will 

not be entitled to make any 

claim on my Property. 

I, Ravinder Kaur W/O 

Bikramjit Singh R/O H.No.314, 

Kot Mit Singh Backside 

Harjinder International Palace 

Tarn Taran Road, Amritsar 

Have Declare That My 

Daughter Harshpreet Kaur Is 

Out Of My Control I Disinherit 

Her From My All Movable And 

Immovable Properties Anybody 

Deal With Her Is His Own Risk 

And Responsibility. 

I, Kulwant Singh S/O Late 

Arjan Singh R/O 316, Partap 

Avenue, G.T Road, Amritsar 

Have Declare That My Son 

Harsimran Singh And His Wife 

Ripu Daman Chandi Are Out Of 

My Control I Disineherit Them 

From My All Movable And 

Immovable Properties Anybody 

Deal With Them Is His Own 

Risk And Responsibility. 

I, Madan Lal S/O Anand 

Ram R/O #13629, St No.1, 

Ganesha Basti Bathinda 

Declare That Arun Kumar And 

His Wife Urmita Devi Are Out 

Of My Control. So I Disowned 

Them From All My Movable And 

Immovable Properties. Anybody 

Dealing With Them On Their 

Own Risk. 

We, Darshan Singh And 

Kulwinder Kaur, Son/Daughter Of 

Sher Singh, Resident Of Village 

Kharola, Tehsil Rajpura, District 

Patiala, Declare That Our Brother 

Gurwinder Singh, Who Has 

Indulged In Wrongdoings, We 

Break Our Relationship With Him. 

The Person Who Deals With Him 

Will Be Responsible Himself. We 

Will Not Be Responsible. 

I,  Gurnam Singh  S/o Sh.  

Surjan Singh R/o. H.No- 277 

Krishna Colony Near Fataq No 

127 Naya Gaon Ambala City  

inform that my  Son  Amrik Singh, 

his wife Jyoti are out  of  my 

control. So I disown both of them 

from my movable and immovable 

property.  I and my family will not 

be responsible for any kind of 

transaction or legal or illegal work 

done by them 

I, Sangeeta W/o Late Sh. 

Satish Kumar R/o House No. 

2076, Sector 28-C, Chandigarh 

inform that my son Ajay Bidla and 

his wife Kamni out of my control. I 

Disown them from my all 

moveable and Immovable 

Properties. Anybody deal with 

them at their own Risk. 

I, Sunita Rani W/o Sh. Shashi 

Bhushan resident of House No. 229 

Kurari Mohalla Kalka Panchkula 

Haryana have Changed my name 

from Sunita to Sunita Rani. 

I, Rippandeep Singh s/o 

Harpinder Singh, r/o vill Bahdo 

chak, tehsil and district Pathankot, 

inform that my 10th class ICSE 

certificate (unique ID 7496904) is 

lost somewhere. If anyone knows 

about this certificate, then Please 

call this number 8427746027 

I, NO-15791772F RANK-

HAV(OPR). Vithal Paraddi 

Unit-406 GUN MSL REGT C/O 56 

APO R/O Shankarahatti, Taluk 

Athani Distt.Belagavi (Karnataka)-

591220 Declare that in My 

Service Record My Mother's 

Name is Wrongly Written in 

Shantawwa. Kindly Correct it as 

Shantavva Paraddi. Vide affidavit 

NO-IN-KA99997813491291W

Dated 09.05.2024 Before Notary 

Public, Athani Distt.Belagavi 

(Karnataka).

I, NO-15794831N RANK-NK.

Shakti Kumar Jonson Unit-406 

GUN MSL REGT C/O 56 APO 

R/O Vill. Sarwan Bhadsara 

PO.Gorakhari Distt. Patna (Bihar) 

-801104 Declare that in My 

Service Record My Daughter's 

Name is Wrongly Written in 

Ananya. Kindly Correct it as 

Ananya Kumari. Vide affidavit NO-

IN-PB20717930392044W Dated 

29.05.2024 Before Notary Public, 

Pathankot (PB). 

I, Anita Dua w/o Vijay Kumar 

r/o #80/3, Mohalla Ghumania, 

Shahabad Markanda's husband 

name wrongly wrote Vijay Kuma 

Dua in passport No L8342352, 

while his correct name is Vijay 

Kumar. Please correct it. 

I, Inna wife of Abhilash Dave 

R/o #1062 sector 91 JLPL Mohali 

have changed my name to Inna 

Sharma.

I, Daljit Singh S/o 

Gurbakhsh Singh R/o H. No. 138, 

Sector 35-A, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Daljit 

Singh to Daljit Singh Sandhu. 

I, Anita Rani W/o Vijender 

Singh R/o DEE-2015/1, Gali No. 

12, Near Gohana Road, Mayur 

Vihar, By Pass, Sonepat, Haryana 

have changed my name to Anita 

for all future purposes. 

I,  Vijender Singh S/o 

Dharampal Singh R/o DEE-

2015/1, Gali No. 12, Near Gohana 

Road, Mayur Vihar, By Pass, 

Sonepat, Haryana declares that in 

my 10th marksheet, my father's 

name was wrongly entered as 

Dharam Pal. In my current 

document my father's name is 

Dharampal Singh. Please correct 

it.

I, Inder Sain S/o Kishan 

Chand R/o Villa No. 1137, Block-

E, Sector-18, Omaxe City, 

Sonipat, Haryana I have changed 

my name from Inder Sain to Inder 

Sain Goel for all future purposes. 

I hitherto known as Mohit S/o 

Dharminder Kumar, R/o Village 

Singhpur, Jahan Khelan, PO. Kot 

Abdul Khaliq, Distt. Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab, have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Mohit Singh. 

I, Madhu D/o   Munni Lal and 

W/o  Rinku Rawat R/o  #375, 

Kaimbwala, Chandigarh,  have 

changed my name to Madhu 

Rawat.

I, Dhriti Puri Kalra W/o 

Manish Kalra R/o 698, Ward no. 

19/26, Near Shiv Mandir, Nai 

Abadi, Veena Nagar, Camp, 

Jagadhri, Yamuna Nagar 135001 

have changed my name from 

Dhriti Puri Kalra to Dhriti Puri. In 

future I shall be known as Dhriti 

Puri.

I, Ravi S/O Raju R/O. #50, 

New Darshani Bagh, Manimajra, 

Chandigarh. I Have Changed My 

Name From Ravi To Ravi Kumar. 

I, Kriti D/O Mr Ashwani 

Kumar R/O H.No - 2306/4,  

Mariwala Town Manimajra, 

Chandigarh, Have Changed My 

Name From Kriti To Kriti Singh 

Rohilla.

I, Ritu Gupta W/o Amit 

Bansal R/o C-4/949, Press Street, 

Jagadhri Distt. Yamuna Nagar 

have changed my name from Ritu 

Gupta to Ritu Bansal. 

I, Rajesh Mahajan S/o 

Kuldip Raj R/o 2297 / 731, Gali 

No. 5, Near Rani Bazar, Sharif 

Pura, Amritsar, Punjab have 

changed my name from Rajesh 

Mahajan to Rajesh Kumar. 

I, Rahul S/o Harish Kumar 

R/o 1016B/21, Hafed Road, Gali 

No. 3R, Near Rajbir Atta Chakki, 

Prem Nagar, Rohtak have 

changed my name from Rahul to 

Rahul Mehndiratta. 

I, Sapna W/o Rahul 

Mehndiratta R/o 1016B/21, 

Hafed Road, Gali No. 3R, Near 

Rajbir Atta Chakki, Prem Nagar, 

Rohtak have changed my name 

from Sapna to Sapna 

Mehndiratta.

I, Sandeep Singh s/o 

Sukhwinder Singh # 2463 LIG 

Quaters Sector 52 Chandigarh 

have changed my name to 

Sandeep Singh Randhawa. 

I, Deepak S/o Sh. Battan 

Singh r/o H.No 609 Sector 40 A, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Deepak Rana. 

I, Sandhya Rani w/o Sh. 

Deepak Rana r/o H.No 609 

Sector 40 A, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Sandhya 

Rana.

I, Pradeep Kulshrestha

S/O Avinash Kumar R/o H. 

No.3647, Sector 23 D - 

Chandigarh  have changed my 

name from Pradeep Kumar  to 

Pradeep Kulshrestha. 

I, Charnjit Kaur W/o 

Gurdeep Singh R/o H.No.1287, 

L-4/1482, Gali No.2, Tej Nagar, 

Near Gurdwara Nanak Parkash, 

Sultanwind Road, Amritsar, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Charnjit Kaur to Charanjit 

Kaur. 

I, Meenu Goel D/o 

Bhagwan Dass Goel W/o Amit 

Bagla R/o Flat No.724, Housefed 

Complex, G.T. Road, New 

Amritsar, Amritsar, Punjab have 

changed my name after marriage 

from Meenu Goel to Meenu 

Bagla.

I, Saranjit Kaur W/o 

Balwinder Singh R/o Majjupura, 

PO Chetanpura, Distt. Amritsar, 

Punjab-143606 have changed 

my name from Saranjit Kaur to 

Sharanjit Kaur. 

I, Kajal Singh S/o Sulakhan 

Singh R/o VPO Bhilowal, Distt. 

Amritsar, Punjab, India have 

changed my name from Kajal 

Singh to Singh is my surname 

and Kajal is my given name. 

I, Mehak Mittal W/o Nakul 

Mittal R/o House No. 485, 

Gaytari Kunj, Krishna Enclave, 

Bitna Seuri Kalka, Tehsil Kalka, 

District Panchkula (HR) 133302, 

have changed my name from 

Mehak Gupta to Mehak Mittal, 

after marriage. 

I, Navdeep Singh s/o Surjit 

Singh R/o 5151-B, Sector 38 

West, Chandigarh have changed 

my name to Navdeep Singh Gill. 

I, Samriti D/o Ashok Kumar 

and w/o Vatsal Agarwal and 

resident of Nain Tara Villa Beolia 

Village Hori shimla H.P. 171013 

have changed my name on 

account of marriage, from 

Samriti to Samriti Agarwal for all 

future purposes. 

I, Meena Kumari W/O Late 

Brij Mohan R/O House No 575, 

Sector 41-A, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Sonia 

Kumari.

I, Usha W/o Sh. Supender 

Kumar R/o H.No. 1125/24, Amar 

Colony, Chanarthal Road, 

Thanesar, Kurukshetra have 

changed my name from Usha 

Kumari to Usha. Note all 

concerns.

I, No. 13766641Y NK (TS) 

Davinder Singh (Retd) S/o Sh. 

Karnail Singh R/o Village Bodhi, 

P.O. Umri, Tehsil Thanesar 

District Kurukshetra declare that 

in my service record my 

mother's name is wrongly 

written as Amarjit Kaur instead 

of Amarjeet Kaur and D.O.B. 57 

years instead of 20.01.1951. 

Note all concerns.

I, Hitherto Known As Veero 

Devi Alias Suman Devi Wife Of 

Bal Krishan Village Anial Po 

Bamial Distt Pathankot Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Suman 

Devi.

I, B Swathi Is Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of No. 

7782255X, Rank Hav Banna 

Appala Raju Unit 29 Inf Div 

Provost Have Change My Name 

From B Swathi To Banna Swathi 

Through Vide Document No. In-

PB20130417670666W Dated 

28/05/2024 Before Notary 

Public.

I, Sharda Devi W/O No. 

GS-167859A CH/Elect. Hoshiar 

Singh R/O Village Bhalkhi, P.O 

Dongra Ahir, Tehsil & District 

Mahendergarh (Haryana)-

123021, Declare That My 

Husband Service Record My 

Date Of Birth Wrongly Entered 

As 18 Nov.1987, Instead Of 01-

01-1969, Kindly So Correct It. 

I, Babli Devi w/o Karambir 

Singh r/o Village Sunarian, Sub 

Tehsil Babain, Distt. 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Babli Devi to Babli. 

In future I will be known as 

Babli.

I, Harsimran Singh S/o 

Kirpal Singh R/o Chaheru, 

Kapurthala, Punjab-144402 

have changed my name to 

Singh Harsimran. 

I, Payal D/o Rajinder Pal 

R/o Vill-Mehtan, Kapurthala, 

Punjab-144402 have changed 

my name to Payal Gaught. 

I, Devinder Singh S/O 

Tarlochan Singh, R/O Mohalla 

Shejadpura Chhota Khara, 

Tehsil And Dist-Malerkotla, 

Punjab-148023, do hereby 

solemnly affirm & declare that I 

have embraced Islam & 

renounced Sikhism w.e.f. 

03/07/2022. I have changed my 

name to Shoaib Khan.

I, Parvin Kumar s/o Rajpal 

r/o h.no 1748, NHBC, sec-24, 

panipat declare that my name 

parveen kumar in my son school 

document but my right name is 

Parvin kumar. Parveen kumar 

and Parvin kumar are named is 

one person. 

I, Mandeep Kamboj S/o Sh. 

Jeet Singh R/o Dhani Partap 

Singh, Sirsa (Haryana), have 

changed the name of my son from 

Ekmann to Ekmann Singh, in 

future my son should be called 

and known as Ekmann Singh. 

I Rainuka W/o Hav. Gaikwad 

Purushottam Nanasaheb, 

Permanent R/o Village Panvi Bk. 

Post Office Mahal Gaon, Tehsil 

Vijjapur, District Aurangabad, 

Maharashtra at Present 324, Field 

Regiment C/o 56 APO, have 

changed my name from Rainuka 

to Renuka Purushottam Gaikwad 

I, Hav. Gaikwad 

Purushottam Nanasaheb S/o 

Nana Saheb Permanent R/o 

Village Panvi BK, Post Office 

Mahal Gaon, Tehsil Vijjapur, 

District Aurangabad, 

Maharashtra, at Present 324 Field 

Regiment C/o 56 APO, have 

changed the name of my minor 

Daughter from Gyatri to Gayatri 

Purushottam Gaikwad 

I, Salwinder Kaur W/o 

Salwinder Singh, Pind Sarhala, 

Kotli Dhole Shah, PO Chawinda 

Devi, Distt. Amritsar, Punjab 

changed my name from Salwinder 

Kaur to Sawinder Kaur.  

I, Harish Chander Tandon 

R/O H.No. 112/63, A C Kapoor 

Building, Behind Sai Hospital, 10 

Cross Road, Ambala Cantt 

declares that I have changed my 

name from Harish Tandon to 

Harish Chander Tandon. I will be 

known in future as a name of 

Harish Chander Tandon. All 

concerned please note. 

I, Harvinder Kumar

Malhotra S/o Late Gulshan Kumar 

R/o H.No- 1457/92, Baldev Nagar 

Ambala City have changed my  

name from Harvinder Kumar 

Malhotra to Harvinder Malhotra. 

All concerned please note. 

I, Nisha Rani W/o Suresh 

Bindal R/o H.No-2422 Sec-9 

Ambala City, Haryana  have 

changed my name from Nisha 

Bindal to Nisha Rani. All 

concerned please Note. 

I, Suresh Bindal S/o 

Ragunath Bindal  R/o H.No-2422 

Sec-9 Ambala City, Haryana  have 

changed my name from Suresh 

Kumar Bindal to Suresh Bindal . 

All concerned please Note. 

I, Shipra W/o Sh. Nitish Kalra 

R/o H. No. 1071, Urban Estate II, 

Hisar (Haryana) declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Shipra to  Shipra Kalra  for all 

future purpose.

I, Mrs. Veni Arya W/o Sh. 

Virat Arya  R/o House No. 808, 

Sector 13, Hisar (Haryana) 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Veni to Veni Arya for 

all future purpose. 

I, Jagdeep Kaur W/o 

Sukhwinder Singh R/o Vill: 

Khudaipur, P.O: Bamial, Distt. 

Pathankot have changed my 

name from Jagdeep Kaur to 

Jagdeep Kour. Concerned note. 

I, Maninder Singh S/o Manjit 

Singh R/o Village Talwandi 

Khuman, P.O: Pakharpura, Distt. 

Amritsar (Punjab) INDIA declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Maninder Singh to Maninder 

Singh Kahlon. Concerned note. 

I, Sarup Singh S/o Burh 

Singh Residence of Village 

Thaman Post Office Dorangala 

Tehsil Dorangala District 

Gurdaspur (Punjab) have 

changed my name from Sarup 

Singh to Saroop Singh. All 

Concerned note. 

I, Kuldip Singh s/o Harjinder 

Singh r/o Village Mamrai Tehsil 

Batala Distt Gurdaspur have 

changed my name from Kuldip 

Singh to Kuldeep Singh. 

Concerned note. 

I, Nirmla Devi Wife of No 

13738602K Hav Prem Chand 

(Retd), Village Fattuwal, PO & 

Tehsil Mukerian, Distt Hoshiarpur 

(Pb), have changed my name 

from Nirmla Devi to Nirmala Devi. 

My correct date of birth is 

01.01.1963. Concerned note. 

I, No.3174065A Ex-Nk Raj 

Pal S/o Sh.Kabul Singh r/o Village 

& Post office- Atta, Tehsil 

Samalkha, Panipat (Haryana) 

Declare that I had served in JAT 

Regiment (Army) from 01-07-

1980 TO 30-06-1997.that i want to 

change the followings in name 

and date of birth of my son From 

Sanjeev Kumar (DOB-30-03-

1987) To Sanjeev 

(DOB-22-03-1985)

I, Manju Devi W/o 

JC492315P Sub. Ved Parkash 

S/o Sh. Om Parkash R/o V.P.O. 

Kharman Teh. Bahadurgarh Distt. 

Jhajjar, Haryana declare that  I 

have change my name in my 

husband Army record Manju Devi 

to Manju Rani in future for all 

purpose.

I, Surbhi Sehdev  W/o 

Abhishek Jaura  R/o. House 

No.9842/37, Gali No.2, 

Sarwarpura, Sultanwind Road, 

Amritsar have Changed my name 

from Surbhi Sehdev  To Surbhi. 

I, Subhash Chand S/o Roop 

Chand R/o Village Bir Mathana, 

Tehsil Thanesar District 

Kurukshetra have changed his 

name from Subash to Subhash 

Chand.

I,  Supinderjit Singh  S/o 

Baldev  Singh R/o Vill. Ashakpura, 

PO. Pola, Distt. Fatehgarh Sahib, 

Punjab-140406, changed name  

Supinderjeet Singh. 

I, Gurpreet S/o Mahender 

Singh R/o Jamalpur Sheikhan 

Tehsil Tohana (Fatehabad), have 

changed my name to Gurpreet 

Saini.

I, Sunil S/O Ashok Kumar 

R/O Sapra Mohlla Tohana  

(Fatehabad), Have Changed My 

Name To Sunil Kumar.  

I, Nasima W/o Sh. Nishar 

Ahamed, R/o # House No. 2053-

A, Small Flats, Dhanas, 

Chandigarh. That I have changed 

my name from Nasima to 

Naseema.

I, Keksha D/o Sh. Nissar 

Ahmed, R/o # House No. 2053-

A, Small Flats, Housing Board 

Complex, Dhanas, Chandigarh. 

That I have changed my name 

from Keksha to Kehkasha. 

I, Rajesh Kumar Bembi S/O 

Tilak Raj R/O Village Nag Kalan 

Tehsil And District Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Rajesh 

Kumar Bembi To Rajesh Kumar. 

I, Rajni Bala W/O Rajesh 

Kumar R/O Village Nag Kalan 

Tehsil And District Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Rajni 

Bala To Rajni. 

I, Gurkirandeep Kaur

Kamboj W/O Kaminder Singh 

Brar R/O H.No.14, Udham Singh 

Nagar Guruharsahai, District 

Ferozepur Have Changed My 

Name From Gurkirandeep Kaur 

Kamboj To Gurkirandeep Kaur 

Brar

I, Kuljit Singh S/O Gurmit 

Singh R/O H.No.80/81, Gali 

No.2, Palam Sahib Road, Green 

City Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Kuljit Singh To Kuljit 

Singh Randhawa 

I, Narinder Singh Dhillon 

S/O Kulwant Singh R/O H.No.39, 

Lane No.6, Amrit Vihar I/S Partap 

Steel Mills, Chheharta, Amrtisar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Narinder Singh Dhillon  To 

Narinder Singh 

I, Shivani Mahajan W/O 

Viney Dhawan R/O H.No.134, 

Krishna Square-II, Near Shivala 

Road, District Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Shivani Mahajan To Shivani 

Dhawan

I, Hitherto Known As 

Gurpreet Kaur Alias Veer Bans 

Wife Of Jaswinder Singh 

Residing At H No. 9-A, Medical 

Enclave, Amritsar, Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Gurpreet 

Kaur. 

I Mohanjeet Kaur W/O 

Guramritpal Singh R/O 

H.No.3146/7 Main Bazar I/S 

Gate Hakima Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name To Mohanjit 

Kaur

I, Savinder Singh S/O 

Surjan Singh R/O Village 

Majjupura Po Chetan Pura Tehsil 

Ajnala District Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Savinder Singh To Sawinder 

Singh

I, Rajesh Kumar S/O Tilak 

Raj R/O H.No.1481, Gali No.13, 

Near Gill Karyana Store, Ram 

Nagar, Colony Islamabad, 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Rajesh Kumar To 

Rajesh Sharma. 

I Gurmeet Singh S/O 

Shabeg Singh R/O Hno. 3631, 

Gali Kucha Amir Chand, Jandiala 

Guru, Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name Form Gurmeet Singh 

To Gurmit Singh. 
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In Chandigarh Lok Sabha
Constituency while the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is
pulling out all stops to retain
the seat for the third time, the
Congress, with its united face,
is giving it jitters.

This constituency wit-
nessed a 70.62% voter turnout
in the year 2019. This time, the
election officers in Chandigarh
are making all efforts to
improve voter turnout in the
Constituency.

In this election, two-time -
Member of Parliament from
Ludhiana and Anandpur Sahib,
Congress’ Manish Tewari is

slugging it out against BJP’s
Sanjay Tandon, a Lok Sabha
poll debutant. The Congress
candidate is being backed by
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
its INDIA bloc partner.

Born and brought up in
Chandigarh, Tewari (58) did
his schooling at St. John’s High
School in Sector 26, graduated
from DAV College,
Chandigarh, and received a
Bachelor of Laws (LLB) from
the University of Delhi.

The BJP has dropped two-
time sitting Member of
Parliament Kirron Kher and
decided Sanjay Tandon as its
candidate. Tandon (60) is the
son of a BJP leader from
Punjab and former governor of
Chattisgarh Balramji Das
Tandon has also been the
longest-serving Bharatiya
Janata Party Chandigarh pres-
ident from 2010 to 2019.

During his election cam-
paign, Tandon says that
Chandigarh needs a person
who is one of them and who
has been with them through
thick and thin. He said that a
strong Modi wave will help

him score a landslide victory.
Tandon took a dig at Congress
candidate Manish Tewari, who
fought the 2009 and 2019 Lok
Sabha polls from Ludhiana
and Anandpur Sahib in Punjab
and said that he is an outsider
while Tewari tells people that
he was born in Chandigarh
whereas people here know me.
He said, if 50 people come to
meet him, he knows the names
of 40 of them. Tewari alleged
that the BJP does not want
democracy but dictatorship
and autocracy in the country,
whose traits it has been dis-
playing in the last ten years. He
said that BJP had promised
'Mono Rail' in Chandigarh in
its 2019 manifesto. Neither
there was Mono Rail, nor was
there any progress on the
Metro project, Tewari pointed
out, while adding, with the
result the city’s roads remained
clogged due to heavy traffic.

Tewari also said that a vote
for his BJP challenger Sanjay
Tandon will be a vote for Anil
Masih who “slaughtered
democracy in Chandigarh by
subverting the mayoral polls.

Of the 19 candidates in the
fray now, three candidates are
from national parties, 12 are
independents and four from
unrecognised parties. Only two
women — Ritu Singh from BSP
and independent candidate
Rajinder Kaur — have thrown
their hat into the ring this time.

As per available ECI’s data,
the total number of voters
enrolled in Chandigarh is
6,59,805, which is an increase
of 7 percent from the total vot-
ers in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls. As many as 12,514 new
voters registered in the city
since the implementation of the
model code of conduct on
March 16.

The number of first-time
voters, aged 18 and 19, has also
risen from 12,094 to 17,977
since the last elections. Also,
4,698 voters are above the age
of 85, while the number of dis-
abled voters stands at 3,816,
who have been offered the
vote-from-home facility.

With over one-third of the
total voters in Chandigarh
from Uttarakhand, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Himachal

Pradesh, these four states may
end up deciding the fate of the
lone Chandigarh Lok Sabha
seat. These voters or their fam-
ilies have migrated to the city
over the years. Of around 6.5
lakh voters in the city, 1.5 lakh
are from Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar. Similarly, Himachal and
Uttarakhand origin voters are
estimated to be around 1 lakh.
Some areas like Mauli Jagran,
Dhanas, Vikas Nagar etc still
have high concentration of
some of these groups.

In 2014 Lok Sabha polls,
BJP’s Kirron Kher got 1.91
lakh votes and defeated
Congress leader Pawan Kumar
Bansal who got 1.21 lakh votes.
The AAP candidate Gul Panag
fared well as she got 1.08 lakh
votes and was in third position.
In 2019, the BJP once again
nominated Kher and she won
with 2.31 lakh votes while
Bansal got 1.84 lakh votes.
Harmohan Dhawan of AAP
got 13,781 votes.  As the elec-
tions approach, the dynamics
of a two-way contest suggest
that Tandon will face a formi-
dable challenge from Tewari.
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Amidst the ongoing protests
by the farmers demanding

legal guarantee on MSP,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Wednesday promised to
waive farm loans “not once or
twice but whenever farmers
required”, besides promising to
legally guarantee Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for crops.

In high-octane rallies dur-
ing the last leg of the cam-
paigning for the seventh and
the final phase of voting, Rahul
Gandhi addressed packed ral-
lies at Ludhiana and Patiala,
connecting with the con-
stituents to drum up support
for the Congress party candi-
date for upcoming Lok Sabha
elections. His journey started
with a massive rally at Dana
Mandi in Dakha, Ludhiana, fol-
lowed by a visit to Patiala,
where he made powerful
promises and sharp criticisms
aimed squarely at the BJP and
its policies.

At the heart of Rahul
Gandhi's message was a robust
pledge to the farmers of Punjab:
perpetual farm loan waivers.
“As soon as the INDI alliance
government is formed, we will
waive the loans of farmers, just
like they (referring to BJP)
have waived the loans of mil-
lionaires,” Rahul Gandhi
declared to a cheering crowd in
Ludhiana. He outlined plans
for the creation of a ‘Kisaan
Karza Maafi Aayog’ — a com-
mission dedicated to ensuring
continuous loan relief for farm-
ers. “We will not just waive
farmer loans once; we will do
it whenever the farmer needs
it,” he vowed, signaling a long-
term commitment to agricul-
tural welfare.

Furthermore, Rahul
Gandhi promised to legally
guarantee Minimum Support
Price (MSP) for crops, a long-
standing demand of farmers
from Punjab and Haryana.
“Farmers are the backbone of
our nation, and it’s time we give
them the security they deserve,”
he said, addressing the need for
sustained financial stability in
the farming community.

Mincing no words in his
critique of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government,
Rahul Gandhi accusing it of
serving the wealthy elite at the
expense of ordinary citizens.
“Modi has put money into the
pockets of billionaires, who
then spent it in London, Dubai,
and other foreign locales. We
will instead put money direct-

ly into the accounts of farmers,
women, and the elderly,” he
promised, highlighting a vision
of inclusive economic growth.

He lambasted the eco-
nomic policies of demonetiza-
tion and GST, arguing that they
have crippled the economy.
“Demonetization and GST
have put our economy to sleep.
We will wake it up and create
opportunities for employment
by reopening companies that
have shut down,” he asserted,
promising economic revival
and job creation.

The Agniveer scheme,
aimed at recruiting young sol-
diers on a short-term basis, was
another focal point of RaGa’s
critique. “Modi has divided
the army into two. Our gov-
ernment will scrap the
Agniveer scheme and ensure
pensions for all,” he declared,
pledging to restore respect and
stability to military careers.
“We will fill 30 lakh govern-
ment jobs and hand them over
to the people,” he added.

Rahul Gandhi emphasized
the ideological battle between
the INDIA alliance and the BJP,
portraying it as a fight to pro-
tect the Indian Constitution.
“This is a battle to save our
Constitution. The INDIA
alliance is dedicated to this
cause, while the BJP and NDA
are trying to destroy it,” he said.
He praised India’s rich diversi-
ty, stating, “Our Constitution
protects the myriad languages
and cultures of India. BJP
wants one leader, one lan-
guage, but we must defend our
constitutional values.”

Gandhi also tackled the
pressing issue of drug addiction
in Punjab, condemning the
AAP Government for its inad-
equate response. “The cases of
drugs are increasing in Punjab.
Strict action should be taken
against this menace. Punjab
must fight against drugs with

all its might,” he urged, reflect-
ing concerns about the deteri-
orating law and order situation
under the current administra-
tion.

Concluding his address,
Gandhi outlined a vision for
economic revival that includes
putting money back into the
hands of the common people.
“Modi put money into the
pockets of billionaires, but we
will put it into the accounts of
farmers, women, and the elder-
ly. This will boost the market
and reopen companies closed
by GST, creating jobs and
speeding up our economy,” he
asserted.
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday paid
floral tributes to singer-rapper
Sidhu Moosewala on his sec-
ond death anniversary and
met his father Balkaur Singh in
Ludhiana during a campaign
rally. Sidhu Moosewala’s large
picture was also placed promi-
nently at the rally stage.

Later, Gandhi met Balkaur
Singh separately and shared a
video of his meeting on
Instagram with the late singer’s
popular song 295. The two
talked about the leadership
that Punjab needs as the video
played shots of Sidhu
Moosewala’s father walking
along with him during the
first leg of the Congress leader’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra.

Rahul Gandhi captioned
the video, describing Sidhu “a
promising artist, passionate
young leader and a kind-heart-
ed person”. “The world will
remember Sidhu Moosewala
something like this. Emotional
tribute,” he wrote. Shubhdeep
Singh Sidhu, popularly known
as Sidhu Moosewala, was shot
dead in Punjab’s Mansa district
on May 29, 2022.
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Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi on Wednesday

accused the BJP government at
the Centre of harming small
and medium businesses,
including the tourism sector in
Himachal Pradesh. Claiming
that demonetisation and Goods
and Service Tax (GST) imple-
mentation hit the tourism
industry of the state, she
promised to strengthen the
sector with a focus on small
and medium businesses if the
Congress was voted to power in
the Lok Sabha elections.

Addressing an election
rally in Kullu, Gandhi accused
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of handing over public prop-
erty of the country such as
ports, airports and coal mines
to ''his industrialists friends''.

''Even in Himachal today,
maximum cold stores are
owned by Adani who decides
the rate of apples and the fate
of apple-growers,'' the Congress
general secretary alleged.  In
addition, Gandhi claimed that
import duty on apples coming
from the US has been reduced,
while local producers have to
pay the GST imposed on agri-
cultural implements and
equipment. Due to this, apple-
growers in the state are affect-

ed by the imported apples
from the US that have flooded
the markets, she added.

She also alleged that peo-
ple are now ''dying due to the
Covid vaccine'' and that the BJP
had taken a Rs 52-crore dona-
tion from a manufacturer.
Despite being in power for 55
years the Congress could not
become the richest party but
the BJP has become the richest
party in the world in just 10
years, she said.

Speaking at a public rally
seeking support for Congress's
candidate from Mandi parlia-
mentary constituency
Vikramaditya Singh, Gandhi
said if the INDIA bloc comes
to power, poor women in the
state will get Rs 10,000 every
month --- Rs 8,500 as promised
in the Congress manifesto for
the Lok Sabha polls and Rs
1,500 promised by the party's
government in Himachal
Pradesh.

Himachal Pradesh is beau-
tiful and a ''symbol of cultured
politics'', Gandhi said, urging
people of the state to guide the
politics of the country in the
right direction. Attacking the
prime minister, Gandhi said,
''Modi ji calls Himachal as his
second home but he neither
gave any special package to the
state nor did he declare the

worst ever monsoon as a
national disaster.'' Instead, he
made every effort to topple the
d e m o c r a t i c a l l y - e l e c t e d
Congress government in the
state, she said.

Gandhi was referring to the
political crisis involving the six
Congress rebels who voted in
favour of the BJP in the Rajya
Sabha elections and later joined
the party. They are now con-
testing the assembly bypolls as

BJP candidates.
''During the worst mon-

soon disaster in the state last
year, people saw the difference
between the Congress and the
BJP, when every Congress
leader and worker was on the
ground while the BJP was seen
nowhere,' '  she said. The
Congress leader also claimed
that the BJP-led Centre did not
release funds deposited under
the National Pension Scheme

when the state's Congress gov-
ernment restored the Old
Pension Scheme in Himachal
Pradesh to make it unsuccess-
ful.

She also targeted the BJP
government for the Agnipath
scheme, saying it would lead to
more unemployment, which is
the ''highest in the last 45 years
with 70 crore youth waiting for
jobs''. Speaking at the rally,
Congress's Lok Sabha candi-
date from Mandi Vikramaditya
Singh said her BJP rival
Kangana Ranaut was a ''para-
chute candidate''. Ranaut has
no knowledge of the state, no
affinity with it and remained
absent during last year's floods,
Singh said.

He said channelisation of
Beas river, promotion of
tourism, making Mandi a
smart city were his main pri-
orities and said he would raise
the issue of increasing import
duty on apples at the Centre.

Singh also claimed that
Himachal Pradesh was the first
state to bring an anti-conver-
sion law during the tenure of
his father, former chief minis-
ter Virbhadra Singh. ''We do
not need a certificate of
Hindutva from the BJP,'' he
said, and ended his speech
with ''Kullu ki janta ko Jai Shri
Ram''.
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In a creative twist to highlight
the achievements of the Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment in Punjab, Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann has been
reimagined as the iconic video
game character Mario, aptly
dubbed the ‘Super Mann of
Punjab’. The AAP shared an
animated clip reminiscent of
the popular Mario game, por-
traying Mann navigating
through levels, battling ene-
mies, and listing down his
government's accomplish-
ments since assuming power in
2022.

The over a minute-long
video, shared on the AAP's offi-

cial handle with a hashtag
#PunjabMaiChalegiJhaadu,
features Mann's face superim-
posed on Mario's character as
he traverses various challenges
akin to those in the Mario
game. In each level, Mann
confronts adversaries repre-
senting issues such as the “sand
mafia”, “drugs mafia”, the rival
political parties “Congress”,
and “Akali Dal”, symbolizing
the hurdles his Government
has overcome during its two-
year tenure.

Accompanied by upbeat
music and sound effects rem-
iniscent of classic video games,
Mann can be seen jumping,
running, and shooting his way
through obstacles, symbolizing
his administration's efforts to

combat corruption and uplift
Punjab. The video highlights
key achievements of the AAP
Government, including the
launching of anti-corruption
helpline, implementation of
“zero bijli bill” schemes, the
establishment of 829 Aam
Aadmi clinics, setting up of
Schools of Eminence,
Pachhwara Coal Mine, pro-
viding 43000-plus government
jobs, rolling out Ghar Ghar
Ration scheme, Sadak
Surakhiya Force (SSF), “nehri
paani” (canal water), and the
initiation of Mukhya Mantri
Tirath Yatra Yojana.

The clip culminates with
Mann successfully complet-
ing the level, symbolizing the
completion of AAP's mission

with a resounding message,
“Mission AAP 13-0”.  The
video serves as a creative and
engaging way to communicate
the party's vision for Punjab's
future and rally support for the
upcoming elections.

By harnessing the nostal-
gia and familiarity of the Mario
game imagery, the AAP aims
to capture the attention of
voters and underscore its com-
mitment to ushering in posi-
tive change and transformation
in Punjab. As the political
landscape heats up, Mann’s
portrayal as the 'Super Mann
of Punjab' adds a playful yet
powerful dimension to the
party's campaign efforts, res-
onating with audiences across
generations.
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In the revised polling per-
centage released on

Wednesday, the Haryana Chief
Electoral Officer Anurag
Agarwal said that an average
voter turnout of 64.80 percent
was reported in all the 10 Lok
Sabha Constituencies of
Haryana. The polling in
Haryana was held on May 25. In
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections,
the overall voting percentage
was 70. Agarwal said that the
voter turnout in Haryana was
slightly lower this time than in
previous elections due to the
heatwave. For the last many
days, the maximum tempera-
tures in the state have remained
in the range of 45 to 48 degrees
Celsius at many places.

According to the Election
Commission, the counting of
votes will take place nationwide
on June 4. Agarwal said com-
prehensive arrangements have

been made to ensure smooth
counting in the state, including
a two-layer security system in
the EVM strong rooms.

He commended the voters
of Haryana for their cooperation
with the commission's staff in
conducting a free and trans-
parent election. Agarwal said
that Sirsa Lok Sabha con-
stituency recorded the highest
voter turnout at 69.77 percent.
Similarly, in Ambala voter
turnout was 67.43 percent.

The lowest voter turnout in
Haryana was in Faridabad and
Gurugaon. In Gurgaon Lok
Sabha constituency, voter
turnout was of 62.03 percent
while in Faridabad it was 60.52
percent.

The voting turnout is the
lowest since 1999, when the vot-
ing percentage was 63.68. In the
2004 and 2009 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the voting percentages
were 65.72 and 67.46, respec-
tively. The turnout jumped to
71.45 per cent in the 2014 par-
liamentary elections and in
2019, the voting percentage
dipped marginally to 70.34. 
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Punjab’s Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) Sibin C on

Wednesday declared that all
polling booths in the state will be
tobacco-free for the Lok Sabha
Elections 2024. The use of ciga-
rettes, bidi, and other tobacco
products will be prohibited in all
polling booths, he said, adding
that the presiding officer of each
polling booth has been nomi-
nated as the nodal officer to
ensure the tobacco-free status at
the respective polling booths.

This significant step under-
scores the Office of CEO’s com-
mitment to promote public
health and creating a safe and
healthy environment for voters.
“The aim of declaring polling
booths tobacco-free is to protect
non-smokers from secondhand
smoke exposure and encourage
a healthier lifestyle among the
people. This initiative also aligns
with broader public health cam-
paigns and legislative efforts to
reduce tobacco use and its asso-
ciated health risks including
cancer, cardiovascular diseases,
chronic lung disease, blindness,
etc,” he added.
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We, Vishal Gupta  and 

Archana Gupta r/o Zirakpur, 

Mohali Punjab declare that 

our adopted son Chirag 

Gupta are out of control due 

to his misconduct and bad 

habits. We disown him from 

all movable and immovable 

properties. We will not be 

liable for any wrong doing 

on his part. 

I, Rubi Gupta D/o 

Puneet Shah R/o H.No. 57 

Housing Board Colony Jind 

Present Address H.No.4338 

Defence colony Jind Tehsil 

and Distt. Jind (Hr.) declare 

that my daughter Tanya is 

out of my control. So, I 

disown her from my 

movable and immovable 

properties. Now I have no 

relation with my daughter 

Tanya in future and 

Anybody dealing with her 

will do so at their own risk, I 

am not responsible. 

I, Aarti D/O Rajinder 

Kumar, R/O Flat No. 96-C, 

Prime City, Landran Road, 

Sector 127, Kharar Distt. 

SAS Nagar (Mohali), 

Punjab, Hereby Declare 

That My Son Madhav Arora 

S/O Manoj Arora Is Out Of 

My Control. So I Disown 

Him From My Movable And 

Immovable Property. 

म� दश�न लाल �ोित पु� 

कंुदन लाल िनवासी 2203 B–2, 

सैनी मोह�ा, िपंजौर कालका, 

पंचकुला घोषणा करता � की मेरा 

बेटा रोिहत �ोित और उसकी 

प#ी नवनीत कौर मेरे कहने सुनने 

से बाहर है इसीिलए म& उ'े अपनी 

चल अचल संपि) से बेदखल 

करता +ं, जो इनसे लेन देन करेगा 

खुद िजमेदार होगा ! 

I, Gian Kaur Wife of No. 

14204934 Sarwan Lal R/o 

W.No. 1 (Siana) Balachaur 

Teh-Balachaur (SBS Nagar) 

declare that in my husband 

army service record my 

name wrongly entered 

Genu. But my correct name 

is Gian Kaur. So amended 

my name from Genu to Gian 

Kaur in my husband army 

service record. 

I, Harjeet Kaur Wife of 

Karam Singh Permanent 

resident of Dehriwal P.O. 

Sarna, Tehsil & District 

Pathankot (Punjab), Pin 

Code - 145025 declare that 

in my son's 10+2 Certificate 

my name is wrongly entered 

as Harjeet Singh instead of 

Harjeet Kaur vide Affidavit 

dated 27-05-2024 

I, Sukhdev Raj R/o 

H.No. 342/9 Mohalla 

Araffwala (Kapurthala) 

declare that in my Passport 

my wife name wrongly 

entered Veena. But my wife 

correct name is Veena 

Sharma. So amended my 

wife name from Veena to 

Veena Sharma in my 

Passport. 

I Jagroop Singh S/o 

Chhota Singh Vill Chhana 

Gulab Singh Tehsil Tapa 

District Barnala (148102) 

Army Record No. 4490707 H 

Rank Naik, Unit 3 Sikh light 

infantry C/o 56 APO Jagroop 

Singh informs that in my 

record the date of birth of my 

mother Mohinder Kaur is 20- 

7-1949 is recorded which is 

incorrect whereas his correct 

date of birth is 1-1-1953 

which should be corrected in 

my record. 

Veer Kaur wife of Sr. 

Joga Singh resident of Panid 

Dutal, Tehsil Patar, District 

Patila declares that my 

paternal family name was 

Veer Kaur and my My in-

laws have changed my 

name to Balveer Kaur, so I 

am known as both Veer Kaur 

and Balveer Kaur. So now 

my name should be 

understood as Veer Kaur 

alias Balveer Kaur 

I, Service No. 

197006710-Y Nek Vakeel 

Singh unit of 24th Sikh Regt 

S/o Gursewak Singh R/o 

Near Dana Mandi Vill: Kot 

Sukhia Teh: Kotkapura Distt 

Faridkot (Punjab) declare 

that in my service record my 

mother’s name wrongly 

mentioned as Parmjeet Kaur 

instead of Parmjit Kaur and 

date of birth of my father and 

mother wrongly mentioned 

consecutively as 02-03-1961 

and 03-03-1963. While 

correct dates are 01-05-1961 

and 01-01-1962. 

Lalita Bai  W/o Ramesh 

Chandra is real mother of 

Army No 77851441 Rank Nk 

(MP) Name Ishwar Lal 

residing at House No 12, 

Village Lohariya, Post Amla, 

Tehsil:- Barnagar, Distt-

Ujjain, State Madhya 

Pradesh (MP), PIN-456771,  

I have changed my Name 

from LALITA BAI (Old Name) 

to LALI  (New Name) vide 

Affidavit dated  29 May 2024,  

sworn before Notary 

Neelkamal, Pathankot.   

Please correct it. 

I, Y Divya Spouse Of 

No.15424910m Hav 

Yuvaraj D 415 Field 

Hospital C/O 56 Apo 

Amritsar R/O 2/462, 

Chittoor Main Road, 

Aswarevanthapuram (Vill) 

Erumbi (Po), Pallipet (Tk), 

Tiruvallur (Dt), Tamilnadu-

631302 Have Changed My 

Name From Y Divya  To 

Divya K Vide Affidavit 

No.58 Aa 046814 

Dt.14.03.2024 Before 

Notary Public Sholinghur. 

I, Gopal Singh S/O. 

Kundan Singh R/O. 

Vpo.Munda Pind,Tehsil 

Khadoor Sahib Distt.Tarn 

Taran Have Changed My 

Name Gopal Is My Given 

Name And Singh Is My 

Surname. 

I, Paramjeet Kaur 

W/O. Gopal Singh R/O. 

Vpo.Munda Pind, Tehsil 

Khadoor Sahib, Distt.Tarn 

Taran Have Changed My 

Name Paramjeet Is My 

Given Name And Kaur Is 

My Surname. 

I, Jalour Singh S/O 

Gurditta Singh R/O Village 

And Post Office Bhundar 

Tehsil Giddarbaha District 

Sri Muktsar Sahib Have 

Changed My Name From 

Jalour Singh To Jalor 

Singh. 

I Sukhjit Kaur 

Kandiare W/O Lachman 

Dass  R/O 1508/1 

Duareana Road Sheed 

Bhagat Singh Nagar 

Kotkapura  Have Changed 

My  Name  From Sukhjit 

Kaur Kandiare   To Sukhjit 

Kaur. 

I, Abhishek Gill D/O 

George R/O H.No.15,  

Sewa Nagar West Nivi 

Abadi, Putlighar Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name 

From Abhishek Gill To 

Abhiya Gill. 

I, Harpreet Singh  S/O 

Jasbir Singh  R/O 2770 

Hazura Singh Colony Opp 

Central Jail Ajnala Road 

Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name Harpreet Is My 

Given Name And Singh Is 

My Surname. 

I, Vinay Kumar s/o 

Ashok Kumar r/o Shop. No. 

- 27, near Kabir Chowk, 

Additional Mandi, Sirsa - 

125055 (Haryana) have 

changed my name to Vinay 

Bansal. 

I, Ashok Bansal s/o 

Nohria Mal r/o H.No. 304 A, 

27, Additional Mandi, near 

Kabir Chowk, Sirsa - 

125055 (Haryana) have 

changed my name to 

Ashok Kumar. 

I, No. 3206274N Rank 

LHav Name Naresh Kumar, 

Unit 18 JAT, in my service 

record my wife’s name is 

wrongly written as Kusum 

Devi but my wife’s correct 

name is Kusum. 

I, Rakesh Kumar S/o 

Prem Chand R/o 156 GP, 

Sector 21, HUDA, Kaithal, 

Distt. Kaithal (Haryana) 

declares that I have 

changed my name from 

Rakesh to Rakesh Kumar. 

In future, I will be known by 

the name of Rakesh 

Kumar. All concerned 

please note. 

I, Nibhan Singh S/o 

Kirpal Singh R/o 110, 

Village Kole Khan, Distt. 

Kaithal (Haryana) declares 

that in my document my 

mother’s name is written as 

Nita but in my mother's 

documents her name is 

written as Anita Rani. Both 

names Nita and Anita Rani 

are used for my mother. All 

concerned please note.  

I Randeep Kumar 

Bansal S/O Mahesh Kumar 

Bansal, Ward No.6, Imli 

Wala Mohalla, Banur Distt 

SAS Nagar Have Changed 

From Khushi To Bhavya 

Bansal 

I Aasmohd S/O 

Ishlamudin R/O H.No- 25 

First Floor, Gali No- 2, 

Maheshpur, Sector- 21 

Panchkula, Haryana, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Aasmohd To Aas 

Mohammad. 

I Raj Rani W/O Late 

Khuri R/O Village 

Maumasulapur Po Safipur 

Distt. Unnao Uttar 

Pradesh, Declare That Raj 

Rani And Neelam Both 

Names Is One And The 

Same Person. 

I Sarbjit Singh S/O 

Ravinder Singh R/O 

Banian, Tehsil Khadoor 

Sahib Tarn Taran Have 

Changed My Name To 

Sarabjit Singh 

I Balwinder Kaur W/O 

Sarabjit Singh, R/O 

Banian, Tehsil Khadoor 

Sahib Tarn Taran Have 

Changed My Name To 

Balvinder Kaur 

I Jose Varghese S/O 

Varghese Legally Father 

No.15487583f Rank Ld 

Name Lenny Joseph Unit 

71 Armd Regt C/O 56 Apo 

Bathinda Cantt R/O 

Kuzhippallil, Chirakkadavu 

Distt Kottayam State 

Kerala Have Changed My 

Name Joseph K V To Jose 

Varghese. 

I Sudarshan Kumari 

W/O Ram Bhaj Chug R/O 

House No. 176, Saini 

Vihar, Phase-1, Baltana, 

Zirakpur, SAS Nagar, 

Punjab Have Change My 

Name From Sudarshan 

Kumari To Sudershan 

Kumari. 

I, Ajit Singh S/O Sh. 

Balbir Singh  R/O Village 

Bhawad, Tehsil Gohana, 

Sonipat, Declare That My 

Name Ajit Singh Has Been 

Wrongly Recorded In The 

Documents/Marksheet Of 

My Son Sahil Kumar, 

Whereas My Correct Name 

Is Ajit Singh. Which Is 

Correct And Correct, 

Please Correct It. 

I hitherto known as KM 

Krishna Rani alias Kiran 

Bala W/o Sh. Surinder 

Kumar, R/o H. No. 130, 

Shastri Colony, Yamuna 

Nagar, Tehsil Jagadhri, 

District Yamuna Nagar -

135001 (Haryana), India 

have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be 

known as Kiran Bala. 

I hitherto known as 

Shyam Deo Yadava S/o 

Bindeshwari Yadava R/o # 

G-28, Paper Mill Colony, 

Yamuna Nagar, Tehsil 

Jagadhri, District Yamuna 

Nagar -135001 (Haryana), 

India have changed my 

name and shall hereafter 

be known as Shyam Dev 

Yadav. 

I, Jaswant Kaur Wife 

of 14931344M Rank HAV 

Name Yashpal Singh R/o 

Vill. Koulpur, PO Koulpur, 

Teh. Vijaypur, Distt. 

Samba, J&K-184120 have 

changed my name in army 

record from Jaswant Kaur 

to Jaswant Kour vide 

affidavit dated 29-05-2024 

before Session Court 

Hisar. 

I, Vaka Manasa Wife of 

No.JC295217W  Rank: 

Nb./Sub. Name 

RaghuramiReddy Vari Unit: 

1861 Med regt  Pin- 

786189 declare that in my 

husband's service record 

my name wrongly 

mentioned Vaka Manasa 

but my correct name is Vari 

Manasa 

I, Army No. 

16117876M, L/NK, 

Badakal Sayyad Jeeragale 

of Unit 22 Engr Regt C/O 

56 APO Ferozepur 

Resident at # Aigali, 

Belgaum State Karnataka 

Pin-591248 have changed 

my Son Name in all 

documents From Tahir to 

Tahir Badakal Jeeragale 

Vide Affidavit Dated 29 

May 2024 before at Notray 

Ferozepur. 

I, Suresh Chandra 

Shivhare is Father of 

Ashish Kumar, Resident at 

Vpo Narwal, Teh. Narwal, 

Distt. Kanpur Nagar, (UP) 

209401, have changed my 

Name Suresh Chandra 

Shivhare to Suresh Kumar 

Vide Affidavit Dated 28 May 

2024 before at Notray 

Ferozepur. 

I, Saroj W/o Sh. Ranbir 

Singh R/o VPO - Juan, Teh. 

&, District - Sonipat 

(Haryana) have changed 

my name from Saroj Devi 

to Saroj vide affidavit dated 

29 May 2024 before 

Sonipat (Haryana) Court. In 

future I should be known as 

only Saroj. 

I,  Sunil S/o Sh. 

Mahabir Singh R/o VPO - 

Butana, Teh. - Gohana, 

District - Sonipat (Haryana) 

have changed my name 

from Sunil Kumar to Sunil 

vide affidavit  dated 29 May 

2024 before Sonipat 

(Haryana) Court. In future I 

should be known as only 

Sunil. 

I, Ajay S/o Baljit R/o 

Patti Afghan, Kaithal - 

136027, Tehsil & Distt. 

Kaithal, Haryana have 

changed my name from 

Ajay to Ajay Shakarwal. In 

future, I will be known as 

Ajay Shakarwal. 

I, Sunil S/o Jaga R/o 

Patti Afghan, Kaithal - 

136027, Tehsil & Distt. 

Kaithal, Haryana have 

changed my name from 

Sunil to Sunil Banthriya. In 

future, I will be known as 

Sunil Banthriya. 

I, Gurdev Gir S/o 

Swaran Ram Vill Kami 

Khurd, Patiala Have 

Changed My Name Gurdev 

Ram. 

I, Om Parkesh Mehla 

S/O Anant Ram R/O Village 

Sangroli, Kaithal, Have  

Changed My Name Om 

Parkash Mehla. 

I, MS Vikaram Singh 

resident of Village- Khariya 

Kaniram, Post- Khariya 

Kaniram, Tehsil- 

Sujangarh, District- Churu, 

State- Rajasthan, Pin-

331506, have changed my 

name from MS Vikaram 

Singh to Vikram Singh Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB18869178435548W 

dated 23 May 2024 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, Jhimo Kanwar 

Mother of  Jethu Singh 

resident of Village- Dechu, 

Post- Dechu, Tehsil- 

Dechu, District- Jodhpur, 

State- Rajasthan, Pin- 

342314, have changed my 

name from Jhimo Kanwar 

to Zimo Kanwar Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB20663376787580W 

dated 29 May 2024 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, Aan Singh Bisht 

Father of  Kundan Singh 

Bisht resident of Village- 

Kakri, Post- Chaumel, 

Tehsil- Barakot, District- 

Champawat, State- 

Uttarakhand, Pin-262525, 

have changed my name 

from Aan Singh Bisht to 

Aan Singh Vide affidavit 

No.IN-

PB20661343647197W 

dated 29 May 2024 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, Seema Dhabas 

spouse of No.4489824F 

Hav/Clk Jagdish Dhabas 

resident of Village- 

Jogawad, Post- Bhanot, 

Tehsil- Mundawar, District- 

Alwar, State- Rajasthan, 

Pin- 301401, have changed 

my name from Seema 

Dhabas to Seema Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB20657423486856W 

dated 29 May 2024 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, Saroj Devi W/o Sh. 

Devender Singh R/o H.No. 

2605 Urban Estate  Tehsil 

and Distt. Jind. I Have 

Changed My Name From 

Saroj Devi To Saroj. 

I, Eklavya S/o Sh. 

Dalbir Singh R/o Village 

Kandela Tehsil and Distt. 

Jind Have Changed My 

Name From Eklavya To 

Eklavya Dhalwal. 

I, Army No-15343487X, 

Rank- Hav Name-Amit 

Singh Rawat Presently 

Posted At Unit: 57 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO 

Permanent Address: 

Shivpuram, Paniyala Road, 

Shafipur, Haridwar, 

Uttrakhand-247667 have 

changed the name of my 

Daughter from Akshita 

Rawat to Akshita. Vide 

Affidavit No: RD 

0021735443, Dated: 29-05-

24 

I, Army No-18022077X 

Rank-Spr Judumoni Gohain 

Presently Posted At Unit: 57 

Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

Permanent Address-Niz 

Moidomia, Dibrugarh, 

Assam-786012  declare that 

in my service record my 

name wrongly mentioned 

as Judumoni Gohain but my 

correct name is Jadu Moni 

Gohain.Vide Affidavit 

No:RD 0021441386 ,Dated: 

28/05/24 

I, Army No-15343487X, 

Rank- Hav Name-Amit 

Singh Rawat Presently 

Posted At Unit: 57 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO 

Permanent Address: 

Shivpuram, Paniyala Road, 

Shafipur, Haridwar, 

Uttrakhand-247667 have 

changed the name of my 

Daughter from Anvika 

Rawat to Anvika. Vide 

Affidavit No: RD 

0021735444, Dated: 29-05-

24 

I, Pardeep Kohli s/o 

Shri M.L.Kohli  R/O # 5352, 

Modern Housing Complex, 

Manimajra, Chandigarh 

have changed my name 

from  Pardeep Kohli to 

Pardeep Kumar Kohli . 

I, Tushant Sharma 

Alias Kushan Sharma S/O 

Manoj Kumar R/O Hno. 

109, Block-A, Adarsh 

Nagar, Nayagaon, Sas 

Nagar, Mohali, Declare That 

I Tushant Sharma And 

Kushan Sharma Is One And 

Same Person. 

I, Babli Alias Mahak 

Sharma D/O Manoj Kumar 

R/O Hno. 109, Block-A, 

Adarsh Nagar, Nayagaon, 

Sas Nagar, Mohali, Declare 

That I Babli And Mahak 

Sharma Is One And Same 

Person. 

I, Service No. 

15210250L Rank Hav 

Rajneesh Ranjan of 327 

MED Regt. C/O 56 APO 

declared that I have 

changed the name of my 

minor son From Aadhikant 

to Aadhikant Thakur  vide 

Affidavit dated 29-05-2024 

before Notary Govt Of India 

Sat Pal Pathankot (PB) 

I, Meeha John W/O 

Service No. JC287659 A 

Rank Sub T John of 327 

MED Regt. C/O 56 APO 

declared that in service 

record of my husband my 

Date of Birth erroneously 

recorded as 07-06-1983 

instead of 11-06-1982. My 

correct DOB is 11-06-1982  

vide Affidavit dated 29-05-

2024 before Notary Govt Of 

India Sat Pal Pathankot 

(PB) 

I, Rajshree Ganesh 

Kakade spouse of 

No.7784802A Hav (MP) 

Kakade Ganesh Dnyandeo 

resident of Village- Sukta, 

Post-Sukta, Tehsil- Bhoom, 

District- Osmanabad, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-413504, 

have changed my name 

from Rajshree Ganesh 

Kakade to Rajshri Ganesh 

Kakade Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB20668145426079W 

dated 29 May 2024 before 

notary public Pathankot. 

I, Mohd Sophil  s/o 

Mohd Abdul house no 

2575/3, Sector 49 -c , 

Chandigarh have changed 

my name Mohammad Sofil. 

I, Kajal Popli W/o Salil 

Mehta R/o H.No. WM-307, 

Basti Guzan, Jalandhar, 

Punjab have changed my 

name from Kajal Popli to 

Kajal Mehta. (Mehta as 

surname) 

I, Vijay Gupta S/o Des 

Raj Gupta R/o H.No.77, 

BSF Colony, Opp. HMV 

College, Jalandhar have 

changed my name from 

Vijay Gupta to Vijay Kumar 

Gupta. 

I, Tarlochan Singh S/o 

Sital Singh R/o VPO. 

Pholriwal, Distt. Jalandhar, 

Punjab have changed my 

name from Tarlochan Singh 

to Tarlochan Singh Shergill. 

I, Pardeep Kaur W/o 

Tarlochan Singh Shergil 

R/o VPO. Pholriwal, Distt. 

Jalandhar, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Pardeep Kaur to Pardeep 

Kaur Shergill. 

I, Vandna Sharma W/o 

Anil Sharma R/o H.No. S-

45, Industrial Area, 

Jalandhar, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Vandna to Vandna Sharma, 

after marriage. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Sukhwinder Kaur W/o 

Kanwaljit Singh R/o H.No. 

728, Street No. 02, Inder 

Vihar Noorwala Road, 

Ludhiana-141008, Punjab 

have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be 

known as Baljit Kaur. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Pallvi Murghai W/o Raman 

Kumar Murghai R/o H.No. 

66-A, Vikas Puri, Tanda 

Road, Jalandhar-144004, 

Punjab have changed my 

name and shall hereafter 

be known as Palavi. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Raman Kumar Murghai S/o 

Satish Kumar R/o H.No. 

66-A, Vikas Puri, Tanda 

Road, Jalandhar-144004, 

Punjab, India have 

changed my name and 

shall hereafter be known as 

Raman Murghai. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Mona W/o Sandeep Singh 

R/o Vill. Patti Talwandi 

Salhan, Po. Talwandi 

Salhan, Tehsil Dasuya, 

Distt. Hoshairpur-144203, 

Punjab, India have 

changed my name and 

shall hereafter be known as 

Jivan Kumari. 

I Jagrup Singh S/O 

Kirpal Singh R/O Vpo. 

Hathur Distt. Ludhiana 

Pubjab Have Changed My 

Name To Jagroop Singh. 

I  Balwinder Singh 

S/O Harbans Singh Brar 

R/O Vpo. Rode Distt. Moga 

Have Changed My Name 

To Balwinder Singh Brar. 

I Vijay Kumar S/O 

Sohan Lal R/O Ward No.-4, 

Mudki (Ferozepur) Have 

Changed My Name Vijay 

Kumar To Vijay Kumar 

Chawla. 

I, Inderjit Singh S/O 

Ajmer Singh R/O Village 

Sulhani District Ferozepur 

Have Changed My Name 

To Inderjit Singh Jattana. 

I, Kulwinder Kaur W/O 

Inderjit Singh Jattana R/O 

Village Sulhani District 

Ferozepur Have Changed 

My Name To Kulwinder 

Kaur Jattana. 

I Sukhdev Singh S/O 

Darbara Singh R/O Jogu 

Patti Village Mehna Distt. 

Moga Have Changed My 

Wife’s Name From 

Kulvinder Kaur To Kulwant 

Kaur. 

I, Harjinder Kaur W/o 

Som Raj R/o Vpo. Rurki 

Mughlan Teh-Balachaur 

(SBS Nagar) have changed 

my given name to Harjinder 

and my surname is Kaur. 

after marriage. 

I Jaspal Singh Sohi 

S/O Naranjan Singh R/O 

Vpo Dugal Kalan Teh 

Patran Distt Patiala 147105 

have changed my name 

Jaspal Singh to Jaspal 

Singh Sohi. 

I Sarbjit Kaur W/o 

Sukhwinder Singh Vill 

Bhadaur Tehsil Tapa, Distt. 

Barnala have changed my 

name Sarbjit Kaur W/o 

Sukhwinder Singh Grewal. 

I Manjit Singh S/o Nar 

Singh R/o Near Durga 

Mandir, Gidderbaha, Distt. 

Sri Muktsar Sahib, have 

changed my name from 

Manjit Singh to Manjeet 

Singh. 

I, Ridhi Aggarwal D/o 

Manmohan Aggarwal R/o 

New Jagatpura Hoshiarpur 

have changed my name to 

Ridhi. 

I, Nandini D/o 

Manmohan Aggarwal R/o 

New Jagatpura Hoshiarpur 

have changed my name to 

Nandini Aggarwal. 

I, Gursewak Singh 

Sandhu S/o Balwinder 

Singh R/o Vill: Gurusar 

Jodha Teh-Malout (Sri 

Muktsar Sahib) have 

changed my name to 

Gursewak Singh. 

I, Lovepyar Singh 

Nanra S/o Gurbaksh Singh 

R/o Cheema Road, Guru 

Nanak Nagar, Kot Ise 

Khan, District Moga have 

changed my name to 

Lovepyar Singh. 

I Neena W/O Harish 

Kumar R/O H.No. 307 

Phase4-Bda Enclave Near 

Green City Bathinda Have 

Changed My Name To 

Neena Chaudhary. 

I, Anchal Sachdeva 

W/o Sunny Juneja R/o 

3783 Mohalla Kacha Kila 

W.No. 14 Raikot 

(Ludhiana) have changed 

my name to Anchal after 

marriage. 

I, Charanjeet Singh 

S/o Amrik Singh R/o Vill: 

Talwandi Rai (Ludhiana) 

have changed my name to 

Charanjeet (Name) Singh 

(Sirname). 

I Prabhjeet Singh S/o 

Tarsem Singh R/o Vill: 

Kahlawan,PO: Bhathal 

Bhaike, Tehsil & Distt. Tarn 

Taran-143401, declare that 

Prabhjeet is my given 

name and Singh is my 

surname. 

I Ramandeep Kaur 

Sran W/o Karanbir Singh 

R/o H No. 153, Gali No 5, 

Bath Road, Tarn Taran, 

Tehsil & Distt: Tarn Taran 

have changed my name to 

Ramandeep Kaur. 

I Karanbir Singh Sran 

S/o Nirvair Singh R/o H 

No. 153, Gali No 5, Bath 

Road, Tarn Taran, Tehsil & 

Distt: Tarn Taran have 

changed my name to 

Karanbir Singh. 

I, Harjinder Kaur W/o 

Gurdip Singh R/o Vill: 

Dharaur Po. Sahnewal 

(Ludhiana) have known by 

both names Harjinder Kaur 

W/o Gurdip Singh and 

Rajinder Kaur W/o 

Gurdeep Singh one and 

the same person. 

I, Mishro Kaur Wo 

Jagdish Ram R/o Dera 

Gaji Slar Rajla Teh-

Samana (Patiala) have 

changed my name to 

Mishro Devi. 

I, Narinder Kaur W/o 

Sukhdev Singh Resident 

of Village Lohgarh District 

Ferozepur have Changed 

my name to Narinder Kaur 

Nandha. 

I, Sukhdev Singh S/o 

Shangara Singh Resident 

of Village Lohgarh District 

Ferozepur have Changed 

my name to Sukhdev 

Singh Nandha. 

I Rajni W/o Ved 

Parkash Madaan R/O 

Ahata No 166/A, Ghumar 

Mandi, Ferozepur Cantt 

Have Changed My Name 

Rajni Madaan. 

I Ved Parkash S/o 

Dyal Chand Madaan R/O 

Ahata No 166/A, Ghumar 

Mandi, Ferozepur Cantt 

Have Changed My Name 

Ved Parkash Madaan. 

I Monika W/o Robin 

Sehgal R/O Mallan Wala 

Road,Near Power House, 

Jot Complex Ferozepur 

City, Have Changed My 

Name Monika Sehgal. 

I, Babita Sharma W/o 

Sanjay Sharma R/o 

W.No.3, Dalip Singh 

Nagar, Khanna (Ludhiana) 

have changed my name to 

Babita Rani. 

I, Palwinder Singh 

S/o Naurang Singh R/o 

H.No.737, W.No.25, Opp. 

Luxmi Medical Hall, 

Malerkotla Road, Khanna 

(Ludhiana) have changed 

my name to Balwinder 

Singh. 

I, Rainuka W/o Hav. 

Gaikwad Purushottam 

Nanasaheb permanent R/o 

Vill: Panvi Bk, Post Office 

Mahal Gaon Teh-Vijjapur 

Distt. Aurangabad, 

Maharashtra at Present 324 

Field Regiment C/o 56 APO, 

have changed my name from 

Rainuka to Renuka 

Purushottam Gaikwad. 

I, Hav. Gaikwad 

Purushottam Nanasaheb S/o 

Nana Saheb permanent R/o 

Vill: Panvi Bk, Post Office 

Mahal Gaon Teh-Vijjapur 

Distt. Aurangabad, 

Maharashtra at Present 324 

Field Regiment C/o 56 APO, 

have changed my minor 

daughter name from Gyatri to 

Gayatri Purushottam 

Gaikwad. 

I, Salwinder Kaur W/o 

Salwinder Singh, Pind 

Sarhala Kotli Dhole Shah, 

Po. Chawinda Devi Distt. 

Amritsar, Punjab, have 

changed my name from 

Salwinder Kaur to Sawinder 

Kaur. 

I, Vishal Jyoti S/O Harsh 

Jyoti R/O House No. N.E. 

193, Mohalla Purian Adda 

Hoshiarpur Chowk, 

Jalandhar, Punjab Has 

Declared That Vishal Jyoti 

And Vishal With Separate 

Surname Jyoti Is Same 

Person Concerned Note. 

I, Harinder Sahi W/o 

Saranjit Singh Sahi R/o H. 

No. 16, Lane No. 4, Friends 

Colony, Wadala Road, 

Jalandhar-144003, Punjab, 

India  have changed my 

name from Harinder Sahi to 

Harinder Kaur Sahi 

(Surname as Sahi). 

I, Gaganpreet Kaur W/o 

Gurmeet Singh R/o # 1076, 

Guru Arjun Nagar, Jagadhri, 

Distt Yamunanagar have 

changed my name from 

Gagan Preet Kaur to 

Gaganpreet Kaur. 

I, Raovirender Singh 

S/o Jaspal Singh R/o Vill. 

Sadhugarh, Machhrauli, Teh. 

Bilaspur, Distt Yamunanagar 

have changed my name from 

Ravinder Singh to 

Raovirender Singh. 

I, Meenakshi D/o Molu 

Ram, R/o V.P.O. Azizpur 

Kalan, Teh. Bilaspur, Distt 

Yamunanagar have changed 

my name from Meena Rani 

to Meenakshi. 

I Rani Gupta W/o Harish 

Chander Gupta R/o House 

No-949, Shingla Wala, 

Shiwala Road, Ludhiana, 

Central Post Office, Punjab-

141008, have changed my 

name to Vinod Gupta. 

I Partap Singh Brar S/O 

Dhan Singh R/O Village 

Bargari, District Faridkot 

Have Changed My Name To  

Partap Singh. 

I, Ramandip Singh 

Maheru S/o Bhag Singh R/o 

G.T. Road Darapur Urmar 

Tanda (Hoshiarpur) Punjab, 

have changed my daughter’s 

name from Vanshdeep Kaur 

to Vanshdeep Kaur Maheru. 

I, Paramjeet Kaur W/o 

Ranjit Singh R/o Village 

Karma , District Feozepur 

have changed my Name 

from Paramjeet Kaur to 

Paramjit Kaur.  

I, Ranjeet Singh S/o 

Santa Singh R/o Village 

Karma , District Ferozepur 

have changed my Name 

from Ranjeet Singh to Ranjit 

Singh. 

I, Gurjent Singh S/o 

Kulwant Singh R/o Village 

Kamaldin Niazi, PO. Khai 

Pheme Ki, District Ferozepur 

have changed my name to 

Gurjant Singh. 

I, Manmeet Kaur 

Dhaliwal daughter of Amarjit 

Singh Resident of #5045 

Bhai kartar Singh street Sri 

Muktsar Sahib have 

Changed my name to 

Manmeet Kaur.

Classifieds

The Pioneer does not take 

responsibility for the contents 

for the advertisement (Display / 

Classified) carried in this 

newspaper. The Paper does 

not endorse the same. 

Readers are requested to verify 

the content on their own. 

Disclaimer

CHANGE OF NAME

PUBLIC NOTICE

BEDKHALI NOTICE
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COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF 

Ms. Kulwinder Kaur Judicial 

Magistrate First Class-4, 

Jalandhar

ANAND BROTHERS 

Vs.

MAA MAHADEV SPORTS 

NACT-4295-2021

CNR No.PBJL03-015175-2021

Next Date:-07-06-2024

PURPOSE: APPEARANCE

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

MAA MAHADEV SPORTS:- NO. 

4-5 GROUND FLOOR MJ 

ARCADE P.S. LANE, 

SANTHUSAPET, OPP RAJDHANI 

LODGE, BANGLRE 560053 

THROUGH IS PROP. PHATA 

RAM, SECOND ADDRESS 

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF 

BUSINESS:- NO.9 GROUND 

FLOOR, PURANA SECHACHAR 

LANE BANGLORE, KARNATAKA-

560053

In above titled case, the accused 

could not be served. It is ordered 

that accused should appear in 

person or through counsel on

07-06-2024 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar

Judicial Magistrate

First Class-4, Jalandhar 

Dated, this day of 13-05-2024 

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF 

Ms. Kulwinder Kaur Judicial 

Magistrate First Class-4, 

Jalandhar

ANAND BROTHERS 

Vs.

WIN SPORTS FITNESS AND 

SURGICAL

NACT-4299-2021

CNR No.PBJL03-015180-2021

Next Date:-07-06-2024

PURPOSE: APPEARANCE 

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:-

MAA MAHADEV SPORTS:- WIN 

SPORTS FITNESS & SURGICAL 

8, BAKHTAWAR MARG, OPP. 

RAJ KUMAR HOTEL, 

FREEGANJ, UJJAIN-456001 

In above titled case, the accused 

could not be served. It is ordered 

that accused should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

07-06-2024 at 10:00 a.m. 

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar

Judicial Magistrate

First Class-4, Jalandhar 

Dated, this day of 13-05-2024 

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF 

Ms. Kulwinder Kaur Judicial 

Magistrate First Class-4, 

Jalandhar

M.K. SPORTS 

Vs.

JABALPUR SPORTS 

NACT-9636-2022

CNR No.PBJL03-018963-2022

Next Date:-12-08-2024

PURPOSE: APPEARANCE

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 1. 

M/S JABALPUR SPORTS:- 1057, 

ANDER DEO MAIN ROAD, 

JABALPUR-48200 MADHYA 

PRADESH THROUGH ITS PROP. 

BHAGWATI PRASAD 

AGGARWAL. 

2. BHAGWATI PRASAD 

AGGARWAL, PROP. M/S 

JABALPUR SPORTS;- 1057, 

ANDER DEO MAIN ROAD, 

JABALPUR-48200 MADHYA 

PRADESH

In above titled case, the accused 

could not be served. It is ordered 

that accused should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

12-08-2024 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar

Judicial Magistrate

First Class-4, Jalandhar 

Dated, this day of 21-05-2024



In the 1980s, the intro-
duction of Maruti 800
changed the landscape of

the automobile industry in
India for decades to come.
Cut to 2024 and we are
heading towards a similar
revolution in the years to
come - but with a little
twist. 
Countries worldwide are
addressing climate change
by striving to reduce their
carbon footprints. The
adoption of electric vehicles
(EVs), particularly electric
two-wheelers (E2Ws), has
emerged as a significant
step in this effort.
Understanding the environ-
mental impact of E2Ws
compared to conventional
counterparts is crucial.
There is compelling evi-
dence supporting their
widespread adoption as part
of the transition towards
sustainable transportation
systems.
Traditional internal com-
bustion engine (ICE) motor-
cycles and scooters con-
tribute to air and noise pol-
lution. E2Ws have zero
tailpipe emissions and thus,
help in mitigating pollution
levels significantly. In urban
settings, they help in allevi-

ating noise levels as well.
Another advantage is that
their powertrain is more
efficient when compared to
ICE vehicles. Since the con-
version of electrical energy
into mechanical energy is
more effective, E2Ws have
minimal energy wastage and
a diminished carbon foot-
print. E2Ws also operate
quietly and without vibra-
tions or petrol fumes. There
is ongoing innovation to
close the performance gap
between electric and their
conventional fuel-powered
counterparts. 
While ICE engines require
warm-up for optimal perfor-

mance in cold weather,
E2Ws operate at full capac-
ity instantly. This makes the
ride hassle free in any con-
dition. Their advanced fea-
tures like Android-based
instrument clusters and
mobile app connectivity fur-
ther enhance the overall
experience. In contrast with
conventional ICE vehicles,
there is a notable difference
in the energy efficiency of
E2Ws. 
The electric motors are great
at converting a larger por-
tion of electrical energy
from the grid into power at
the wheels. This makes them
highly effective in utilising

energy. The heightened effi-
ciency indicates that they
require less energy to trav-
el the same distance, there-
by reducing their environ-
mental footprint even more.
The production and upkeep
of electric two-wheelers
requires fewer resources and
less energy. Their minimal
maintenance requirements
lead to decreased energy
usage and a smaller environ-
mental footprint.
E2Ws are a promising solu-
tion for reducing carbon
footprints and advancing
towards a more sustainable
transportation paradigm.
There is a need to address
certain challenges such as
those around infrastructure
and accelerating the transi-
tion to renewable energy
sources. This will help
realise the full potential of
E2Ws in mitigating environ-
mental impact. With con-
certed action from policy-
makers, industry stakehold-
ers and consumers, E2Ws
are set to play a significant
role in shaping a greener,
more sustainable future for
transportation.

(The writer is Founder &
CEO, Motovolt Mobility;

views are personal)
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Investing in innovative recycling tech-
nologies and promoting eco-friendly
design can mitigate the e-waste crisis.
Ultimately, individual action is para-
mount. From conscientious disposal
practices to advocating for systemic
change, each of us holds the key to a
cleaner, greener future. Let’s embrace the
challenge of recycling our e-waste and
pave the way for a more sustainable
tomorrow.

Aryan Malhotra | Chandigarh
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Madam — Apropos the news story
“Science Archives Preserve Our Scientific
Legacy,” published on May 28, this is my
response. As an ever-evolving disci-
pline, science continually shapes our
understanding of the world and our place
within it. Reading the newspaper daily,
I’m constantly reminded of how each dis-
covery and innovation contributes to our
present and builds the foundation for
future generations. The COVID-19 pan-
demic, for instance, highlighted the
power of scientific advancements in real-

time, transforming our lives and becom-
ing a part of history.
Scientific knowledge is inherently cumu-
lative, with each generation of scientists
building upon the work of their prede-
cessors. This continuity drives not only
intellectual progress but also economic
and societal growth. The significance of
preserving scientific archives cannot be
overStated, as they store invaluable
materials—research notes, experimental
data and historical correspondence—that
offer insights into the development of sci-
entific thought. In India, initiatives like
the Archives at NCBS play a crucial role
in preserving our scientific heritage.
However, with the risk of losing digital
data, systematic conservation efforts
are vital. Governments should mandate
the periodic submission of research
documents to ensure the longevity and
impact of scientific work, safeguarding
it from becoming lost to time.

Devika Menon | Mumbai
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Madam — Apropos the news story
“Taiwan tracks dozens of Chinese war-
planes and navy vessels off its coast on
the 2nd day of drills,” published on May
24, this is my response. It’s concerning
to witness the escalation of tensions
between Taiwan and China. Taiwan’s
tracking of Chinese military activity
showcases their vigilance in the face of
increasing pressure from Beijing. Despite
the provocative displays from China’s
People’s Liberation Army, Taiwan
remains steadfast, with President Lai
Ching-te affirming the nation’s commit-
ment to freedom and democracy.
The ongoing dispute in Taiwan’s parlia-
ment underscores the internal chal-
lenges they face, yet life continues in
Taipei uninterrupted. China’s aggressive
stance, citing the one-China principle,
only adds to the volatility of the situation.
The international community must
closely monitor these developments to
ensure stability in the region and uphold
Taiwan’s sovereignty.

Avani Singhania | Kolkata
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Madam — Apropos the news story
“Mitigating the e-waste crisis,” pub-
lished on May 28, this is my response. As
technology advances, our reliance on
electronic devices deepens, yet the con-
sequences of our digital age loom large.
E-waste, a byproduct of our tech obses-
sion, poses a multifaceted threat to both
environment and health. The toxic cock-
tail of substances found in discarded elec-
tronics, if not handled properly, can seep
into soil, water and air, wreaking havoc
on ecosystems and human well-being
alike.
The staggering statistics from the Global
E-Waste Monitor 2020 paint a grim pic-
ture of our unsustainable habits.
However, solutions are within reach.
Governments must enforce stringent reg-
ulations on e-waste management, while
manufacturers bear responsibility for the
entire lifecycle of their products.
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Hindus but people belonging
to another religion.
Nevertheless, the message that
comes out from these recent
episodes of temple vandalism
is of the Hindus as a people
being religious-suicidal.
This is all the more unfortu-
nate for two reasons. The
Ramakrishna Mission is world
famous since it was Swami
Vivekananda who single-
handedly informed the world
of the wonder that Hinduism
is. It is ISKCON that enables
so many countries, with its
magnificent temples, to wor-
ship in the Hindu way of
“Hare Rama, Hare Krishna”.
Secondly, it has been only a few
years since the image of Hindu
India began to shine, after cen-
turies of suppression. We now
have the sordid spectacle of
temple and ashram premises
being attacked by goons with
guns, in West Bengal of all
places. It was just over a cen-
tury ago that Congress leader
Gopal Krishna Gokhale had
said, “What Bengal thinks
today, India thinks tomor-
row”. It signified the province
of Bengal was a leader. Is this
what leaders do and that too
for winning some seats in
four or five constituencies?
Just look back at the
Renaissance, which in many
ways, was comprehensively

led by Bengal. But before that,
let us not forget Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu, who is consid-
ered by many to have been an
avatar of Krishna. Chaitanya
saved at least a part of Bengal
for Bharat; but for him, the
whole of the province would
have been swallowed by
Pakistan and then ruined. He
stood between the conversion
of the poorer Bengalis to Islam
and saving them so that today
they can worship Krishna.
Ramakrishna Paramahansa
was also a divine gift of Bengal,
who himself had a glimpse of
the divine.
One could go on and on about
Bengal’s contributions to the
country. Modern India’s great-
est poet was Rabindranath
Tagore, again, a gift of Bengal.
His lyrics are today are nation-
al anthem. One cannot ever
forget Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay and his stirring
song Vande Mataram, which
became the freedom anthem
of India’s national movement
and inspired countless revolu-
tionaries to armed action for
combating the colonial raj, as
well as to embrace the gallows
in their supremely inspired
quest. Bengal is a virtual ency-
clopaedia of the 19th and
20th-century, greats of India.
It would need an entire volume
to describe how and when the

saga began to sour. From the
climbing of lofty heights of art,
culture, literature and industry,
Bengal began to slip towards
an existence that wouldn’t be
envied in the least. 
The late Nirad Chaudhari,
one of the finest writers the
English language world has
seen, gave vent to this angst by
saying that the people of his are
the “finest virtuosi of factious-
ness”, not a flattering comment,
though this writer, having
being raised in Bengal and able
to speak fluent Bengali, is
wont to take a much more pos-
itive view. 
The sense of being Bengali is
of course very pronounced, but
the unity a common language
can foster cannot stand before
the pull of religion, as has been
the historical experience
throughout most significant
parts of the world. That the
State that led India’s renais-
sance in the 19th century has
fallen into this travesty is a sad
tale, but Bengal has been
known to come back strongly
towards nationalism every
time it is felt that the province
might have gone astray.
Perhaps therein lies the silver
lining.

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a

former member of the Rajya
Sabha; views are personal)
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West Bengal is
again in the
news and again
for the wrong
reasons. The

premises of the venerable
Ramakrishna Mission at
Jalpaiguri have been vandalised
by the goons of the State’s ruling
Trinamool Congress (TMC).
That hasn’t been the only incident
of attacking a religious or spiritu-
al centre. The ISKCON temple
premises in the State have also
been the target of the TMC
brigade, as the State’s chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee suspects
the organisation’s monks of being
BJP sympathisers. So too have the
premises of the Bharat Sevashram
Sangh (BSS) at Beldanga in the
district of Murshidabad suffered
the ire of the ruling party’s rough-
necks. One of the BSS monks
Kartik Maharaj has drawn
Mamata Banerjee’s ire as he is
thought to be working towards
influencing voters in favour of the
BJP. Banerjee also believes that the
ISKCON is playing a similar
role.
The Ramakrishna Mission or
RKM, as it is also known, head-
quartered in Kolkata’s Belur Math
was founded in 1897, by the great
spiritual Ramakrishna
Paramahansa’s most renowned
disciple, Swami Vivekananda.
The latter was truly a global icon
of modern Hinduism and plant-
ed the flag of Sanatana Dharma
in the West, beginning with his
spiritual conquest in Chicago in
1893 at a conference of the World
Parliament of Religions. Though
the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) was founded in New
York, its founder Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada or Srila
Prabhupada was born in Calcutta
and ventured to the US only in his
old age, at 69, to spread the mes-
sage of Krishna to America and
the rest of the world. To vandalise
such highly regarded institutions
such as the venerable
Ramakrishna Ashram and the
internationally respected
ISKCON, which has over 160
temples across the globe and
that too by some citizens of a
country that is predominantly
Hindu, is unthinkable and unpar-
donable. It is possible that the per-
petrators of these attacks are not
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Artificial Intelligence (AI)
is the ex-novo comput-
er technology that

essentially deals with develop-
ing machines capable of imi-
tating human behaviour. The
Encyclopedia Britannica
defines AI as the “ability of a
computer or robot to per-
form tasks commonly associ-
ated with intelligent beings
such as perception, critical
thinking and decision-mak-
ing”. As far as the human
mind is concerned, first, it
processes the information,
analyses the processed infor-
mation from various angles
and finally arrives at a logical
conclusion. On the contrary,
AI is a software programme
that solely relies on pre-fed
computer data to answer a
query. In the entire process, the
computer system behaves like

a human mind. AI is the order
of the day and admittedly,
holds the potential to bring
about revolutionary changes in
communications, defence,
healthcare and agriculture. In
fact, till recently, the task that
was considered impossible
even for a machine to perform
now AI has turned into a real-
ity. AI has considerably
brought computers very close
to imitating the human mind,
thus, diminishing the gap

between man and machine.
Today AI has found its appli-
cation in a variety of fields such
as education, finance, defence,
agriculture and healthcare.
Leading medical research insti-
tutions use AI for experiment,
diagnosis, treatment and mon-
itoring of deadly diseases. AI
facilitates high-quality tissue
sample analysis that paves the
way for precise prognosis. In
this day and age pharmaceu-
tical companies are using AI
for drug discovery and chem-
ical analysis. With the help of
AI doctors and healthcare
professionals can precisely
diagnose serious medical con-
ditions such as cancer and
stroke. In the education sector
too, AI plays an important role.
AI has proved to be an
extremely handy tool to devel-
op study material, student

evaluation, grading and mon-
itoring. Thus, teachers save
their precious time which they
can utilise in productive aca-
demic pursuits as well as
engage in meaningful discus-
sions with students. AI-pow-
ered virtual educator robots
substantially improve teaching
and learning outcomes.
Now let us see some of the
imminent dangers of AI. The
picture is not as rosy as it
appears for the AI. Widespread
indignant use of AI in almost
every sphere of human activ-
ity is bound to raise some seri-
ous concerns concerning pri-
vacy, data security and trans-
parency. Psychological well-
being and social issues warrant
our immediate attention.
Companies are gradually
replacing humans with AI-
powered robots to perform

specific tasks at the work-
place. This causes anxiety
among employees and
adversely affects their mental
and emotional well-being. The
technical dexterity of comput-
ers also is a major challenge for
humans in the workplace. Of
late AI AI-driven Deepfake
videos and online Bots have
spread at an alarming pace.
Deepfake videos and online
Bots are capable of orchestrat-
ing a fabricated consensus
and manipulating public opin-
ion. Fake news spreads like
wildfire disturbing peace and
leading to social unrest.
Another disadvantage of AI is
that it makes it extremely
tough to distinguish between
the original and the fake. AI-
induced human rights viola-
tions should be stopped at the
earliest. AI-powered changing

technology landscape has jeop-
ardised data security, privacy,
dignity, employment, equality,
political rights and secrecy.
Experts and sociologists have
expressed reservations regard-
ing the detrimental impacts of
over-reliance on AI and
human robots in important
sectors like healthcare, law,
marketing, accounting, educa-
tion, management, technolo-
gy and workplaces. AI’s tech-
nological diligence, incredible
analysis power and the ability
to perform repetitive tasks
may lead to huge layoffs.
Consequently, this gives rise to
a disproportionately high
unemployment rate.
Employees and the labourers
may be subjected to discrim-
ination and disparities and
their professional and social
security may be at stake. To

check the AI misuse a well-
defined and comprehensive
technological-labour policy is
the need of the hour. Some of
the measures that help work-
ers survive in the AI-driven
landscape are regular up-gra-
dation of employee skills
through appropriate training,
honing up of technical skills
and developing Soft skills. 
Lo and behold! Let’s not lose
sight of the fact that AI is com-
pletely devoid of human tem-
perament, comprehension and
creativity. The human mind is
blessed with infinite creative
power and Higher Order
Thinking Skills (HOTS).
These supreme attributes pro-
pel human beings to an elevat-
ed plane and place them on a
higher pedestal than machines.
On the contrary, AI is data-dri-
ven and follows a defined tra-

jectory, thus, fails to capture
human emotions, perception
and the ability to perform
tasks by adapting to a given
environment. Since AI is in its
nascent stage, therefore, it is
too soon to assume that AI can
take over humans shortly as
humans continue to be the fons
et origo of originality and
innovation.
Another threat that scares us
is that if ever in the future tech-
nologically advanced
machines take Man as their
enemy then the entire human
race may face existential crises.
Pre-empting these dangers the
US and the European coun-
tries have taken a locus stan-
di to oppose AI and have taken
stringent legal measures to
curb AI’s capricious use.

(The writer is a professor;
views are personal) 
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delivery speed and overall efficien-
cy in India. Efforts to improve dig-
ital literacy have further accelerat-
ed technology adoption, with 70 per
cent of businesses identifying as
“Digital Businesses” and the coun-
try exhibiting the highest fintech
adoption rate at 87 per cent. The
application of AI in business oper-
ations has markedly improved oper-
ational efficiency, customer satisfac-
tion and decision-making, position-
ing India as a global leader in AI
adoption. However, the rapid digi-
tal transformation necessitates a bal-
ance between creating employment
and providing the relevant skill sets
for technology-demanding jobs for
a new generation is a national
need. 
The service sector unequivocally
offers both abundant opportunities
and formidable challenges.
Addressing challenges demands a
resolute, comprehensive approach
with astute policies and unwavering
implementation. Public-private
partnerships and policies aimed at
bridging the skill gaps must be exe-
cuted with unwavering effectiveness.
Educational institutions must
urgently revamp their curriculum to
directly align with the market’s
skill demands.
Technological advancement, while
propelling economic growth, unde-
niably necessitates relentless skill
development. To fully exploit tech-
nological progress, educational
institutions must steadfastly ensure
their curriculum is consistently
updated and in sync with the latest
innovations.
Skill Gap: In India, the skill gap in
the labour force is a significant chal-
lenge, with only 51 per cent of the
youth deemed employable due to a
lack of necessary skills. This issue is
exacerbated by the country’s diverse
socio-economic conditions, par-
ticularly affecting those in rural
areas and from economically disad-
vantaged backgrounds, who lack

access to quality education and
training. This situation perpetuates
cycles of poverty and aggravates
wage inequality. Moreover, inade-
quate emphasis on developing non-
technical skills such as communi-
cation, critical thinking and leader-
ship, which are increasingly in
demand, further compounds the
problem. The absence of these
skills from the curriculum of most
educational institutes compels
employers to choose candidates
only from a handful of premier
institutes. Additionally, there is a sig-
nificant mismatch between the
skills taught and those required by
employers, leading to unemploy-
ment even among the formally
educated.
Efforts to bridge this gap must
include public-private partnerships
(PPPs), such as the initiative to
upgrade Industrial Training
Institutes (ITIs) and the National
Skill Development Corporation
(NSDC) to train 150 million peo-
ple by 2024. These initiatives are
crucial steps toward aligning edu-
cational outcomes with market
needs, emphasising the vital impor-
tance of both technical and non-
technical skills development to
enhance employability.
Gender Inequality: Female
employability in India has consis-
tently exceeded male employabili-
ty from 2020 to 2023, but there was
a drop in 2024. Furthermore, it has
been higher for seven out of eleven
years of the Wheebiz India Skills
Reports. However, there has been a
persistent gap between female and
male labour force participation,
indicating a clear bias against
employing women over men. This
bias is diminishing as female labour
force participation has risen over the
years, but substantial improvement
is still necessary.
The Indian Government has imple-
mented various initiatives to foster
gender-inclusive employment, aim-

ing to bridge the gender gap in the
workplace, making employing
female labourers more lucrative
while also ensuring it does not come
at the cost of pay disparity.
One significant legislation is the
Equal Remuneration Act of 1976,
designed to eliminate the wage gap
between genders by ensuring equal
pay for equal work. However, the act
faces challenges, such as the narrow
interpretation of the same work or
work of a similar nature and the
onus on employees to prove dis-
crimination, which is difficult due
to workplace power dynamics and
legal complexities.
Additionally, the Government has
launched schemes like Mission
Shakti and the Deendayal
Antyodaya Yojna-National Rural
Livelihoods Mission(DAY-NRLM),
focusing on women’s skill develop-
ment and employability. These ini-
tiatives include exclusive training
institutes for women, industry-ori-
ented courses and partnerships
with private sector bodies and
NGOs. To encourage female partic-
ipation in skill development, 30 per
cent of seats in ITIs and ITCs are
reserved for women. 
These measures represent a compre-
hensive and assertive approach to
promoting gender equality in
employment, highlighting the cru-
cial importance of legislative sup-
port, skill development and finan-
cial empowerment in achieving a
more inclusive workforce. These
unwavering steps will guarantee the
complete realisation of the Indian
economy’s potential and the equi-
table distribution of the benefits of
skills development.

(The writer is Co-Founder and
MD, of Orane International, a

Training Partner with the 
National Skill Development

Corporation(NSDC), Network
Member, of India International

Skill Centres, an initiative of GoI.
Views expressed are personal)

The service sector has undeniably
been the primary driver of India’s
growth since 2000. The excep-
tional performance of certain
modern services has unequivo-

cally contributed to the creation of more
productive and decent employment. The
reliance on services for economic growth
unequivocally demands a fully developed
job market, enabling a free flow of the work-
force. The absence of such mechanisms will
undoubtedly lead to rigidity in the services
sector, curtailing growth against the back-
drop of the increasingly important position
of the services sector. The key focus areas
include the pivotal role of technology in
shaping the services sector and stimulating
job growth in other sectors through mul-
tiplier effects.
The momentous transformation of the
Indian economy is irrefutably being spear-
headed by the service sector, which
unequivocally contributes more than 50 per
cent of the GDP. The sector’s expansion is
not happening in isolation but is deeply
intertwined with global technological
advancements. Technological progress has
undeniably been a catalyst for efficiency,
customer satisfaction, market expansion
and data-driven decision-making within
firms. It has also undeniably given rise to
new service categories, such as e-commerce
and other tech-based services like Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and the Internet of Things
(IoT), revolutionising the sector.
The relationship between the service sec-
tor’s growth and technological innovation
is undeniably mutually beneficial. As the
service sector expands, it undeniably fuels
further innovation in technology-based
solutions. New ventures and their techno-
logical needs undeniably push for contin-
uous technological advancements to gain
the competitiveness needed to maintain
their foothold in the dynamic industry. This
competition and need for differentiation
undeniably lead to increased investments
in research and development (R&D) and
open innovations, benefiting both the
firms involved and the public. 
The introduction of 5G and the ongoing
development of 6G technologies have sig-
nificantly enhanced connectivity, service
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AP n JOHANNESBURG

South Africans began voting
Wednesday at schools, com-

munity centers and in large
white tents set up in open
fields in an election seen as
their country’s most important
in 30 years. It could put the
young democracy in unknown
territory.
At stake is the three-decade
dominance of the African
National Congress (ANC)
party, which led South Africa
out of apartheid’s brutal white
minority rule in 1994. It is now
the target of a new generation
of discontent in a country of 62
million people — half of whom
are estimated to be living in
poverty. Africa’s most advanced
economy has some of the
world’s deepest socioeconom-
ic problems, including one of
the worst unemployment rates
at 32 per cent.
The lingering inequality, with
poverty and joblessness dispro-
portionately affecting the Black
majority, threatens to unseat

the party that promised to end
it by bringing down apartheid
under the slogan of a better life
for all. “I take voting as some-
thing serious because as com-
munities, it is difficult to com-
plain about services when you
have not voted,” said Samuel
Ratshalingwa, who was near
the front of the queue at a
school in the Johannesburg
township of Soweto, where
President Cyril Ramaphosa
was expected to vote.
“Our main issue here in our
community is the lack of jobs.
We have to use the vote to
make our voices heard about
this problem,” said
Ratshalingwa.
After winning six successive
national elections, several polls
have the ANC’s support at less
than 50 per cent ahead of this
one, an unprecedented drop. It
might lose its majority in
Parliament for the first time,
although it’s widely expected to
hold the most seats.
The ANC won 57.5 per cent of
the vote in the last national

election in 2019, its worst result
to date and down from a high
of nearly 70 per cent of the vote
20 years ago.
Ramaphosa, the leader of the
ANC, has promised to “do
better.” The ANC has asked for
more time and patience.
Any change in the ANC’s hold
on power could be monumen-
tal for South Africa. If it does
lose its majority, the ANC will
likely face the prospect of hav-
ing to form a coalition with
others to stay in government
and keep Ramaphosa as pres-
ident for a second term. The
ANC having to co-govern has
never happened before.
South Africans vote for parties,
not directly for their president.
The parties then get seats in
Parliament according to their
share of the vote and those law-
makers elect the president after
the election. The ANC has
always had a majority in
Parliament since 1994.
The election will be held on one
day across South Africa’s nine
provinces, with nearly 28 mil-

lion people registered to vote at
more than 23,000 polling sta-
tions. Final results are expect-
ed by Sunday.
The opposition to the ANC in
this election is fierce, but frag-
mented. The two biggest oppo-
sition parties, the Democratic
Alliance and the Economic
Freedom Fighters, are not pre-
dicted to increase their vote by
anything near enough to over-
take the ANC. The DA is part
of an agreement with other
smaller parties to combine
their vote in an effort to remove
the ANC completely, but that’s
not seen as likely.
Disgruntled South Africans
are moving to an array of
opposition parties; more than
50 will contest the national
election, many of them new.
One is led by South Africa’s for-
mer President Jacob Zuma,
who has turned against his for-
mer ANC allies. Zuma was dis-
qualified from standing as a
candidate for Parliament but
his MK Party is still contesting
and is the wild card.

The ANC says it is confident of
retaining its majority and ana-
lysts have not ruled that out,
given the party’s decades of
experience in government and
its unmatched grassroots cam-
paigning machine. It still has
wide support, especially among
older voters and those in more
rural areas.
“I woke up at 4 am this morn-
ing, took a bath and made my
way,” said 68-year-old Velaphi
Banda, adding he has voted for
the ANC since 1994 and would
do so again. “I was never unde-
cided about which party I will
vote for. I have always known.”
Ramaphosa has pointed out
how South Africa is a far bet-
ter country now than under
apartheid, when Black people
were barred from voting,
weren’t allowed to move
around freely, had to live in cer-
tain areas and were oppressed
in every way. This election is
only South Africa’s seventh
national vote in which people
of all races are allowed to take
part.

S Africans begin voting in crucial elections IMF upgrades forecast
for China’s economy
AP n NEW YORK

The International Monetary
Fund has upgraded its fore-

cast for China’s economy, while
warning that consumer-friendly
reforms are needed to sustain
strong, high-quality growth. 
The IMF’s report, issued late
Tuesday, said the world’s second-
largest economy will likely
expand at a 5% annual rate this
year, based on its growth in the
first quarter and recent moves to
support the property sector. 
But it warned that attaining sus-
tained growth requires building
stronger social safety nets and
increasing workers’ incomes to
enable Chinese consumers to
spend more. 
The IMF also said Beijing should
scale back subsidies and other
“distortive” policies that support
manufacturing at the expense of
other industries such as ser-
vices. 

The ruling Communist Party has
set its annual growth target at
“around 5%,” and the economy
grew at a faster-than-expected
5.3% in the first quarter of the
year, boosting the global econo-
my.  The IMF said its upgraded
forecast also reflects recent moves
to boost growth, including fresh
help for the property industry
such as lower interest rates and
smaller down-payment require-
ments on home loans.
But it said risks remained, with
growth in 2025 forecast to be
4.5%. 
The IMF praised the Chinese
government’s focus on what it
calls “high quality” growth,
including increased investment in
clean energy and advanced tech-
nology and improved regulation
of financial industries.
But it added that “a more com-
prehensive and balanced policy
approach would help China nav-
igate the headwinds facing the

economy.” Job losses, especially
during the pandemic, and falling
housing prices have hit the
finances of many Chinese. 
The report echoes opinions of
many economists who say more
must be done to provide a social
safety net and increase incomes
for workers so that Chinese fam-
ilies can afford to save less and
spend more. 
The IMF report’s longer-term
assessment was less optimistic. It
said it expected China’s annual
economic growth to fall to 3.3%
by 2029 due to the rapid aging of
its population and slower growth
in productivity as well as the pro-
tracted difficulties in the housing
sector. Use of industrial policies
to support various industries
such as automaking and comput-
er chip development may waste
resources and affect China’s trad-
ing partners, it said, alluding to
a key point of contention between
Washington and Beijing.

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak buys breakfast for the travelling media as he arrives at a railway station for a Conservative general election campaign event in the
South West of England on Wednesday. AP/PTI

Georgian parliament overrides presidential veto
AP n TBILISI (GEORGIA)

The Georgian parliament on
Tuesday overrode a presi-

dential veto of the “foreign
agents” bill that has prompted
weeks of massive protests by
critics who say it will restrict
media freedom and obstruct
Georgia’s chances of joining the
European Union.
The legislature, controlled by
the ruling Georgian Dream
party, dismissed the veto of
President Salome
Zourabichvili, an independent.
The president now has five days
to endorse the bill. If she does-
n’t do so, the parliament speak-
er will sign it into law.
The bill that was approved by
the parliament earlier this
month requires media, non-
governmental organizations
and other nonprofit groups to
register as “pursuing the inter-
ests of a foreign power” if they
receive more than 20 per cent
of their funding from abroad.
Zourabichvili, who is increas-
ingly at odds with the govern-
ing party, vetoed the bill on
May 18. She has accused the

governing party of jeopardizing
the country’s future and “hin-
dering the path toward becom-
ing a full member of the free
and democratic world.”
The veto was rejected by an 84-
4 vote in a contentious parlia-
ment session, during which a
Georgian Dream deputy
doused the leader of an oppo-
sition party with water while he
spoke from the rostrum.

Opponents of the
bill thronged outside the par-
liament building and some
shouted “Slaves!” as the vote
was announced. The crowd
swelled in the evening and a
lengthy procession of protest-
ers marched past Georgian
Dream headquarters.
“We have realized that our
government is ready to throw
this country off a cliff. The feel-
ing, when I talk to my friends
and people here, is that in the
21st century, our country is
once again going under Soviet
occupation,” said demonstrator
Giorgi Natroshvili
The government says the bill is
needed to stem what it deems
to be harmful foreign actors

trying to destabilize the South
Caucasus nation of 3.7 million,
but many Georgian journalists
and activists argue that the bill’s
true goal is to stigmatize them
and restrict debate ahead of
parliamentary elections sched-
uled for October.
Opponents denounce the leg-
islation as “the Russian law”
because it resembles measures
pushed through by the Kremlin
to crack down on independent
news media, nonprofits and
activists. Critics say the mea-
sure may have been driven by
Moscow to thwart Georgia’s
chances of further integrating
with the West.
Prime Minister Irakli
Kobakhidze, however, con-
tended the law will aid that
integration. “The law on trans-
parency will create better
grounds for ensuring the mem-
bership of Georgia in the EU,”
he told a news conference after
the vote, adding that the law

would strengthen Georgia’s
sovereignty.
But opposition parliament
member Khatia Dekanoidze
said: “Now we have an
absolutely new reality ...
Probably, the window for inte-
gration into European Union
will be closed.”
The bill is nearly identical to
one that the ruling party was
pressured to withdraw last year
after massive street protests.
Renewed demonstrations again
gripped Georgia as the bill
made its way through parlia-
ment. Demonstrators scuffled
with police, who used tear gas
and water cannons to disperse
them. The European Union’s
foreign policy arm has said that
adoption of the law “negative-
ly impacts Georgia’s progress
on the EU path.”
Last week, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
announced that travel sanc-
tions would be imposed on

Georgian officials “who are
responsible for or complicit in
undermining democracy in
Georgia.” He noted that “it
remains our hope that Georgia’s
leaders will reconsider the draft
law and take steps to move for-
ward with their nation’s demo-
cratic and Euro-Atlantic aspi-
rations.”
The EU offered Georgia candi-
date status last December, while
making it clear that Tbilisi
needs to implement key poli-
cy recommendations for its
membership bid to progress.
The opposition United
National Movement has
described the bill as part of
efforts by Georgian Dream to
drag the country into Russia’s
sphere of influence — claims it
vehemently denies. Georgian
Dream was founded by Bidzina
Ivanishvili, a former prime
minister and billionaire who
made his fortune in Russia.
Zuka Elbakidze, a student who
was among protesters rallying
in Tbilisi ahead of Tuesday’s
vote, said “this day will deter-
mine the fate of our country,”
adding that “we are making a

choice between Europe and
Russia, and all the people gath-
ered here, except the police-
men, want Europe and the
West.” “We are physically wit-
nessing, literally witnessing,
how Georgian citizens, how
members of the Georgian
Parliament are selling out our
country,” said another protest-
er, Mariam Geguchadze.
Russia-Georgia relations have
often been rocky since Georgia
became independent after the
1991 collapse of the Soviet
Union. In 2008, Russia fought
a brief war with Georgia, which
had made a botched attempt to
regain control over the break-
away province of South Ossetia.
Moscow then recognized South
Ossetia and another separatist
province, Abkhazia, as inde-
pendent states and strength-
ened its military presence there.
Most of the world considers
both regions to be parts of
Georgia. Tbilisi cut diplomat-
ic ties with Moscow, and the
regions’ status remains a key
irritant even as Russia-Georgia
relations have improved in
recent years. 

FOREIGN INFLUENCE BILL

Former Thai PM faces indictment
for royal defamation: Prosecutors
AP n BANGKOK

Thai prosecutors said
Wednesday former Prime

Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
will be indicted for defaming
the monarchy, three months
after he was freed on parole on
other charges.
Thaksin will not yet be indict-
ed because he had filed a
request to postpone his origi-
nal appointment on
Wednesday with proof that he
has COVID-19, Prayuth
Bejraguna, a spokesperson for
the Office of the Attorney
General, said at a news confer-
ence.
The attorney general’s office
scheduled a new appointment
for Thaksin’s indictment on
June 18, Prayuth said, adding
that Thaksin will also be indict-
ed for violating the Computer
Crime Act.
The law on defaming the
monarchy, an offense known as
lese majeste, is punishable by
three to 15 years in prison. It is
controversial not only because
critics consider it harsh, but
also because they charge it is
used for political purposes to
punish government critics.

Thaksin was ousted by a mili-
tary coup in 2006. His oppo-
nents then had accused him of
disrespecting King Bhumibol
Adulyadej, who died in 2016.
Thaksin’s ouster set off years of
struggle between his support-
ers and his opponents, who
were generally staunch royal-
ists. The political polarization
led to unprecedented public
debate about the monarchy’s
role, which sharpened when
student-led protests for greater
democracy took the the streets
in 2020.
Thaksin had been in self-
imposed exile since 2008, but
returned to Thailand in August
last year to begin serving an
eight-year sentence on charges
related to corruption and abuse
of power. He was released on
parole in February from the
hospital in Bangkok where he
spent six months serving time
for corruption-related offenses.
On his return, he was moved
almost immediately from
prison to the hospital on
grounds of ill health, and about
a week after that King Maha
Vajiralongkorn reduced his
sentence to a single year.
Thaksin was granted parole

because of his age - he is 74 -
and ill health, leaving him free
for the remainder of his one-
year sentence.
Thaksin’s return was interpret-
ed as part of a political bargain
between the Pheu Thai Party,
the latest in a string of parties
that he has supported, and
their longstanding rivals in the
conservative establishment to
stop the progressive Move
Forward Party from forming a
government after its victory in
last year’s general election.
But shortly after his return, the
attorney general’s office said it
had revived an investigation
into whether Thaksin almost
nine years ago violated the
law against defaming the
monarch.
Thaksin was originally charged
in 2016 with violating the law
for remarks he made to jour-
nalists when he was in Seoul,
South Korea, a year before
that, but the investigation could
proceed only after he was pre-
sented with the charge in per-
son in the hospital in January,
officials said. Thaksin had
denied the charges and submit-
ted a statement defending him-
self.

Europe’s cybersecurity chief says
disruptive attacks have doubled
AP n ATHENS (GREECE)

Disruptive digital attacks,
many of which have been

traced to Russia-backed groups,
have doubled in the European
Union in recent months and
are also targeting election-
related services, according to
the EU’s top cybersecurity offi-
cial. 
Juhan Lepassaar, head of the
European Union Agency for
Cybersecurity, or ENISA, told
The Associated Press in an
interview that attacks with
geopolitical motives have
steadily risen since Russia’s
full-scale invasion of Ukraine
on Feb. 24, 2022.
“The number of hacktivist
attacks (against) European
infrastructure — threat actors
whose main aim is to cause dis-
ruption — has doubled from
the fourth quarter of 2023 to
the first quarter of 2024,”
Lepassaar said late Tuesday at
the agency’s headquarters in
Athens.
“It’s quite a significant increase,”
he said.
Citizens from the EU’s 27
member states will vote June 6-
9 for lawmakers in the

European Parliament in an
election that will also shape the
EU’s executive branch, the
European Commission.
Elections, also due in the
United States, Britain and mul-
tiple other countries, have alert-
ed security agencies to the
threat of disruption campaigns
funded by adversaries.
ENISA has led exercises and
intense consultations to hard-
en the resilience of election-
related agencies in the EU for
the past seven months. In an
annual report for 2023, the
agency noted a surge in ran-
somware attacks and incidents
targeting public institutions. 
Lepassaar said that attack
methods — while mostly
unsuccessful — were often
tried out in Ukraine before
being expanded to EU coun-
tries. “This is part of the
Russian war of aggression,
which they fight physically in
Ukraine, but digitally also
across Europe,” he said.
Experts warn that artificial
intelligence tools are also being
used to target Western voters at
accelerating speed and scale
with misleading or false infor-
mation, including hyperrealis-

tic video and audio clips known
as deepfakes.
“It’s been emphasized, also by
member states’ cybersecurity
agencies, that AI-enabled dis-
information and information
manipulation is a big threat,”
Lepassaar said.
His comments echo a warning
made this month by US
Director of National
Intelligence Avril Haines that
technological progress will
make more nations and groups
able to launch effective disin-
formation campaigns.
US and European experts are
helping security agencies to try
and anticipate emerging digi-
tal threats and vulnerabilities
over this decade, with ENISA
identifying food production,
satellite management and self-
driving vehicles as areas requir-
ing attention.
Cybersecurity, Lepassaar
argues, will inevitably need to
become second nature to
designers and consumers.
“I do believe that we have a
societal challenge ahead of us
to understand digital security
in the same way that we under-
stand, security in the everyday
traffic environment,” he said.

Bushra Bibi’s ex-husband assaulted
by Imran’s lawyers outside court
PTI n ISLAMABAD

The ex-husband of Imran
Khan’s third wife Bushra

Bibi was attacked by one of the
lawyers of the former Pakistan
prime minister outside a court
here as he appeared for a hear-
ing on appeals against the cou-
ple’s conviction in the un-
Islamic marriage case.
Khan, 71, and Bibi, 49, were
sentenced to seven years in
prison each on February 3 by
a trial court for contracting the
marriage during iddat, a
mandatory period for a woman
in Islam to wait before a second
marriage after the death of her
husband or divorce.
The case was filed by Bushra’s
ex-husband Khawar Maneka
against the couple in November

2023, alleging that they married
without Bushra observing the
mandatory waiting period of
iddat. He asked the court to
declare the marriage null and
void.
The court, on May 23, reserved
the verdict on the appeals
which was to be announced on
Wednesday.
During the hearing of appeals
filed by Bushra and her hus-
band and Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) founder Khan
against conviction in the case,
Is lamabad Distr ic t  and
Sessions Judge Shahrukh
Arjumand went into his
chamber without announcing
the verdict.
Following the development,
PTI lawyers hurled bottles in
the courtroom which prompt-

ed Maneka’s lawyers to escort
him out.
However, while being escorted
out, a PTI lawyer attacked
Maneka within the court
premises after which he fell to
the ground.  
The couple had married in
2018, the year Khan went on to
win elections and become
prime minister. Bushra was
ostensibly his spiritual guide
but the two developed affection
for each other during their
meetings. She got a divorce
from her husband of 28 years
with whom she had five chil-
dren.
She is the third wife of Khan,
a former cricketing hero, who
during his heydays of sporting
career had a playboy reputa-
tion. 

28 killed in Pak 
bus mishap
PTI n KARACHI

At least 28 people, including
women and children, were

killed on Wednesday in
Pakistan after a speeding pas-
senger bus veered off the road
and fell into a ravine in the
remote Balochistan province,
according to media reports.
The bus, heading from Turbat
to Quetta, fell into the ravine
near Washuk town, around
700 kilometres from Quetta,
the capital of Balochistan
province. The accident was a
result of overspeeding, accord-
ing to the report, which said
that women and children were
among the deceased.  
The accident took place after
the tyre of the passenger bus
burst, Geo News reported
quoting rescue officials. 
About 22 people sustained
injuries in the accident.

Missing Kashmiri
poet traced to PoK
police custody
PTI n ISLAMABAD

Amissing Kashmiri poet has
been traced to be in the

custody of police in the
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK), the Islamabad High
Court was informed on
Wednesday, two weeks after he
disappeared from Rawalpindi.
Ahmad Farhad’s wife had filed
a petition in the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) claiming
that he had been abducted
from his home.
When neither police nor any
intelligence agency claimed
responsibility for his custody,
Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kayani,
who was hearing the case, on
May 24 issued an eight-page
written order, summoning Law
Minister Azam Tarar along
with the sector commanders of
the Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI), Military Intelligence (MI)
and director of Intelligence
Bureau (IB) as well as the
defence and interior secre-
taries in person before the
court on May 29.
On Wednesday, the officials of
intelligence agencies did not
appear but Attorney General
Mansoor Usman Awan told the
court that Farhad was current-
ly in the custody of Kashmir
police.
Awan also presented a police
report from Dhirkot police
station in PoK, which had reg-

istered a case against him.
The Islamabad police chief
told the court that since the
poet was in the custody of
Kashmir police, the area was
out of the jurisdiction of the
Islamabad police.
During the hearing, Justice
Kayani ordered the Attorney
General to ensure that “no
one gets picked up from
Islamabad.”
“If a person is not recovered, it
will be a failure of the state,” the
judge said.
The judge also observed that he
would dispose of the case if
Farhad’s family was satisfied
but the case about the missing
persons would continue. “I
will send the file for the forma-
tion of a larger bench on the
missing person’s issue,” Justice
Kayani remarked before
adjourning the hearing.
In conversation with journalists
outside the IHC, Law Minister
Tarar said the police are inves-
tigating the Kashmiri poet’s
case. “Ahmad Farhad is in
PoK, I assisted on constitution-
al matters as a judicial assis-
tant,” he said, explaining his
presence at the court.
Farhad, known for his defiant
poetry, was allegedly abduct-
ed and his location was not
shared with the court until the
judge showed his mettle to
summon the powerful intelli-
gence agencies.

Former President Donald Trump reacts as he walking back into the courtroom after
a break during closing arguments in his hush money trial at Manhattan criminal
court in New York on Tuesday. AP/PTI
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OR BLACK AND WHITE ADS 

CONTACT: 9417419351

Classified Advertisement 

THE PIONEER

LOST NOTICE 

The information is that the original title deed 

number 2055/1 registration dated 

06/11/2012 in the name of  Sheela devi w/o 

gurdev Vill. Dhand district kaithal Has been 

lost somewhere in dated 20/06/2023 in 

dhand. A complaint number 

132280122400346 has been registered, if 

anybody found above lost sale deed finds  

contact to Priya Rani Singla W/o Sunder 

 Parsad Singla Vill. Dhand Distt.Kaithal. 

Mo.98960-06271 

I, Harmandeep Singh,Gurumandeep Singh,  

S. Gurbir Singh, S. Sakatar Singh village morh 

kallan district Amritsar, tehsil Ajanala, PO 

Maude Khurd Amritsar, Simranjeet Singh 

Maan  son Amritpal Singh  khadoor sahib 

simranjeet Singh Maan sangrur  who have 

Panthak seats.

BBMB Celebrates International Menstrual Hygiene Day 

Under Swachhta Pakhwada Campaign. 

Chandigarh: BBMB celebrated International Menstrual Hygiene Day on May 28, 

2024, as part of its Swachhta Pakhwada campaign. International Menstrual 

Hygiene Day is an annual event aimed at raising awareness about the importance 

of good menstrual hygiene. On this occasion, reusable eco-friendly sanitary 

napkins were distributed to women residents of Bhaskar Colony, Sector 25, 

Chandigarh by the officials of Bhakra Beas Management Board. 

The initiative was supported by Municipal Corporation of Chandigarh and M/s 

Versatile Enterprises, through its CSR project Amodini.  M/s Versatile Enterprises 

partnered with BBMB to enhance awareness about menstrual hygiene and women's 

health. Mr. Arun Seth, MD of Versatile Group, launched this project in 2016 to 

address menstrual needs and dispel myths. Mrs. Geetanjali Seth, Compliance 

Coordinator at Versatile Group, educated the women of Bhaskar Colony on 

sanitary waste management and the importance of maintaining sanitary hygiene. 

Additionally, the Indian Women Network (IWN) of the Confederation of Indian 

Industry (CII) also supported the cause. Mrs. Ruby Ahuja, Consultant & Clinical 

Psychologist at CII IWN, attended the event and provided valuable insights into 

health issues related to sanitary hygiene. Sh. Manoj Tripathi, Chairman, BBMB, 

stated, "BBMB has initiated various new measures under Swachhta Pakhwada to 

promote cleanliness and the general well-being of the community. This event 

underscores BBMB's commitment to health, hygiene, and the empowerment of 

women in the community.” 

 

SAIF Zone highlights opportunities for Indian companies to 

expand business globally through UAE 

Chandigarh: The Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CEPA) 

signed by India and the UAE in May 2022 is an important milestone in trade 

relations between the two countries. The businesses from both countries have 

already started leveraging upon the duty waivers and enhanced market access 

offered under the CEPA, resulting in not only boosting bilateral trade but also two-

way investment flows. In line with this, ASSOCHAM organized One to One 

Meetings in Chandigarh between delegates from Sharjah Airport International Free 

Zone, Govt. of Sharjah, UAE and ASSOCHAM Members from Chandigarh. These 

meetings were organized with the support of BNI Chandigarh; Derabassi Small 

Scale Industry Association; Industries Association of Chandigarh; Panchkula 

Chamber of Commerce and Industries and World Sikh Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry. The meetings aided Chandigarh Industries in comprehending the 

advantages of the India-UAE CEPA and the ways in which Indian businesses can 

grow into international markets by forming subsidiaries and branches and utilizing 

the UAE as a base to export to other Gulf nations, Africa, and Europe, among other 

regions. More than 70 companies attended the meetings. 

 

CERA launches company owned display studio in Mohali 

Mohali: CERA Style Studio inauguration was done by Joint Managing Director, 

Deepshikha Khaitan along with company officials Rahul Jain (President 

Marketing), Sandeep Abraham (President Sales), Arun Sharma, Assistant General 

Manager Sales in the presence of eminent architects, developers, and Channel 

partners. "We are delighted to open the doors of our CERA Style Studio in 

Mohali for the Architects, Developers and Customers. This showroom is a 

reflection of our dedication,excellence and continuous innovation in our core 

business categories – Sanitaryware, Faucets & Tiles. Cera’s commitment to 

provide the best to our customers, and we are excited to share this exciting 

chapter with all of you," Deepshikha Khaitan said. 

USP



AP ■ PARIS

Ignore the straight-set score:
Novak Djokovic was not

quite at his impervious best in
the first round of the French
Open, and his 6-4, 7-6 (3), 6-
4 win over Pierre-Hugues
Herbert was not enough to
alter the defending
champion’s “low
expectations” at this
tournament.
“I don’t want to get too
excited,” Djokovic said. “I
thought it was a good
performance for me. Solid. Of
course, I could have done
better, I think, on return
games, but also credit to him
for serving very well, for
changing things up.”
It’s been a rougher-than-usual
season so far for Djokovic,
and while there were some
signs of breaking out of his
2024 funk during the course
of the contest at Court
Philippe Chatrier, he still has
room for improvement as he
attempts to become the first
player in tennis history to
claim 25 Grand Slam singles
trophies. There’s no doubt he
cares about such things.
“Grand Slams are the ones
that are basically getting me
up from the bed every day.
Knowing that I have to hit the
practice courts, I always think
about what I can do in Grand
Slams,” he said. “So here I am.
Hopefully I can have another
deep run.”
That’s what Herbert expected
to see.
“I knew, from the beginning,”
Herbert said, “that I’m going
to have in front of me the
Novak of the Grand Slams.’ ...
It’s just the intensity of
concentration.”
Djokovic is a three-time title
winner at Roland Garros who
needs to return to the final to
retain his No. 1 ranking. But
he arrived in Paris without
having done that at any
tournament this year. He is 0-
3 in semifinals - including a
loss last week at the lower-tier
Geneva Open on red clay -

and this victory across 2 1/2
hours only served to make his
overall record 15-6.
So when he spoke at a news
conference on Sunday,
Djokovic described his
mindset heading into the
French Open this way: “Low
expectations and high hopes.”
Then he pointed out,
“Anything but a title, for me,
is not satisfactory,” which is
understandable given his
remarkable resume.
“In the moments when it
mattered, I think I delivered.
Played a great tiebreak. Stayed
focused,” Djokovic said about
Tuesday’s performance. “I’m
glad that I started the way I
started, the way I felt on the
court. Comparing to the
previous weeks of
tournaments I played, I felt
good. Better. So I’m moving
in a positive direction. Yeah,
it’s just the beginning.”
He seemed a bit edgy at
moments against Herbert, a
33-year-old Frenchman who
owns a career Grand Slam in
doubles but never has been
past the third round at any

major in singles and is
currently ranked 142nd.
The home crowd tried to
push Herbert, repeatedly
calling out his name, even
imploring him in English at
one point by chanting, “Let’s
go, Pierre-Hugues! Let’s go!”
They jeered Djokovic late in
the third set when he went to
the sideline to towel off after
he slipped, stumbled and
tumbled onto the clay chasing
a ball. 
A day after sitting in the
Chatrier stands to watch rival
Rafael Nadal’s first-round loss
against Alexander Zverev,
Djokovic was competing in
the chill of a 60-degree
evening (15 Celsius), and he
did not always look happy. He
rolled his head back after one
miss while making four
groundstroke mistakes to get
broken early in the second
set. He repeatedly gestured to
ballkids to give him tennis
balls so he could prepare to
serve.
Although Herbert’s game did
not demand a maximum
expenditure of energy from

Djokovic, there certainly was
enough to keep things
interesting. And by the end,
the winner totals were 37 for
Herbert, 29 for Djokovic.
There were some strokes of
brilliance from Djokovic, to
be sure, and he covered the
court well when sprinting
after the drop shots Herbert
kept trying. The highlight for
Djokovic was probably the
closed-stance sliding
backhand winner that earned
him a match point - which
was converted when Herbert
double-faulted to end it. 
Still, the statistic that truly
mattered was the one that
shows Djokovic is now 69-0
in opening matches at Slam
events since starting his
career with a 3-2 mark in
first-rounders.
Djokovic’s second-round
opponent will be 63rd-ranked
Roberto Carballés Baena of
Spain.
The first round closed on a
day during which rain
delayed play for several hours
early in the day on all but the
two principal courts, which
are outfitted with retractable
roofs.
Other winners Tuesday
included the man Djokovic
beat in last year’s French
Open final, Casper Ruud, and
past major champions Aryna
Sabalenka and Elena
Rybakina.
Ruud, who also was the
runner-up to Nadal in Paris
in 2022 and leads the ATP
with 36 wins in 2024, beat
Felipe Meligeni Alves 6-3, 6-
4, 6-3. 
Two-time Australian Open
champion Aryna Sabalenka
overpowered Erika Andreeva
6-1, 6-2, and 2022
Wimbledon winner Elena
Rybakina beat Greet Minnen
6-2, 6-3. 
Sabalenka is trying to become
the first woman since Serena
Williams in 2015 to win the
Australian Open and Roland
Garros in the same season
and get halfway to a calendar-
year Grand Slam.
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PTI ■ STAVANGER (NORWAY)

Indian Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa lost to World
Champion Ding Liren in the

Armageddon tie-breaker after the
two played out a draw under normal
time control in the second round of
the Norway Chess tournament here.
The second round of the prestigious
event saw all three classical games
ending up in a draw once again.
Magnus Carlsen, Alireza Firouzja
and Liren won with white in the
subsequent Armageddon games to
grab 1.5 points each.
India’s prodigy Praggnanandhaa,
who went with a 2-0 head-to-head
lead against Liren, played out his
first classical draw in the main event.
But the Chinese GM then emerged
victorious in the Armageddon tie-
breaker
In the highly anticipated pairing of
the day, Carlsen and Hikaru
Nakamura played out a closely
contested classical game that ended
in a draw.
Carlsen, demonstrating his
exceptional skill under pressure,
managed to secure a crucial victory,
adding to his impressive
Armageddon record and taking the
lead of 3 points in tournament
standings.
Meanwhile, Firouzja and Fabiano
Caruana also drew their classical

game after a complex struggle.
Firouzja’s abilities in speed chess
shone through in the Armageddon
game as he bagged crucial 1.5 points.
In the women’s section R Vaishali
defeated fellow Indian Koneru
Humpy to register her first classical
win in the tournament.

Despite Humpy’s slight advantage in
the opening, a critical blunder under
time pressure allowed Vaishali to
claim victory, and claimed her first
ever win against India’s number one
female player.
With the win, Vaishali became India’s
number two female player on the live

rating list. The other two classical
matches between Lei Tingjie and Pia
Cramling along with Ju Wenjun and
Anna Muzychuk ended up in hard-
fought draws.
The Chinese duo of Wenjun and
Tingjie emerged victorious in their
respective Armageddon games.

PTI ■ STAVANGER (NORWAY)

India’s R Vaishali came up
with a stupendous effort to

beat compatriot Koneru
Humpy and jump into sole
lead in the women’s section of
the Norway chess tournament
here.
With each victory under
classical time control worth
three points, Vaishali got an
early advantage moving to four
points after the second round
and her first-round loss against
Wenjun Ju of China under
faster time control does not
matter so much right now.
India’s third and latest
Grandmaster among women,
Vaishali with four points is at
the helm followed by the
Chinese duo of Tingjie Lei and
Ju, Anna Muzychuk of
Ukraine and Pia Cramling of
Sweden share the fourth spot
in the six-players double round
robin event, while Humpy
currently is languishing at the
bottom on 1.5 points.
In the men’s section, World
number one Magnus Carlsen
emerged as the sole leader on
another day that had only
Armageddon to decide the
winners. The Norway Chess
features a distinctive format
where drawn classical games
lead to Armageddon
tiebreakers to ensure a winner
after every round. While 10
minutes are provided to white,
black gets 7 minutes to
determine the winner of the
contest. Black pieces win if the
game ends in a draw.
Carlsen proved superior than
Hikaru Nakamura of United
States in the Armageddon. It is
no secret anymore that the
world’s best player and five
times world champion does
not enjoy Classical chess as
much as before.
Carlsen drew in the Classical
for the second day in the
running and then romped
home in the faster time control
over Nakamura.
The lone Indian aspirant
Praggnanandhaa had a tough
day in office as he lost to
reigning World champion
Ding Liren of China in the
tiebreaker. After drawing the
first game confidently, Pragg
somehow could not resist
the perseverance of Liren
who was like a man on a
mission.

Later this year, Ding Liren is
set to play a match against D
Gukesh of India for the world
championship crown.
Carlsen took his tally to three
points in all and came across as
the sole leader after the second
round thanks to all results
going his way. India’s
Praggnanandhaa lost to Liren
in the faster game, which left
him with 2.5 points out of the
opening round.
Having Carlsen in front on
three points, Praggnanandhaa
is close behind on 2.5 along
side Firouzja Alireza of France,
Nakamura, and Liren. Fabiano
Caruana is currently at the
bottom on two points.
Firouzja and Caruana also
drew their classical game after
a complex struggle but the
former’s abilities in speed chess
shone through in the
Armageddon game as he
bagged crucial 1.5 points.
The highlight of the day was
Vaishali’s fine victory over
Humpy in an actual game.
Humpy is known to be the
queen of Indian chess for over
a decade now and she was also
ranked number two in the
women’s candidate that
finished recently.
Playing the white side of an
Italian opening, Vaishali did
not get much with her first
move advantage and cashed in
when the strongest ever Indian
woman player made an error
to find her queen entrapped.
Vaishali also became the first
player to score a victory in
either section.
The other two classical
matches between Lei Tingjie
and Pia Cramling along with
Ju Wenjun and Anna
Muzychuk ended up in hard-
fought draws.
The Chinese duo of Wenjun
and Tingjie emerged
victorious in their respective
Armageddon games.
Results men: Magnus Carlsen
(Nor, 3) beat Hikaru
Nakamura (USa, 2.5) 1.5-1
;Ding Liren (Chn, 2.5) beat R
Praggnanandhaa (2) 1.5-1;
Firouzja Alireza (Fra, 2.5) beat
Fabiano Caruana (Usa, 2) 
1.5-1.
Women: R Vaishali (Ind, 4)
beat K Humpy (Ind, 1,5);
Tingkie Lei (Chn, 3) beat Pia
Cramling (Swe, 2); Wenjun JU
(Chn, 3) beat Anna Muzychuk
(Ukr, 2). 

PTI ■ NEW DELHI

India has submitted its bid
to host the much-

anticipated World Chess
Championship clash between
teen sensation D Gukesh and
defending champion Ding
Liren of China in November-
December this year.
The 17-year-old Gukesh
became the youngest ever
challenger for the world title
by winning the Candidates
Tournament last month. He
will face Liren between
November 20 to December
15 in Chennai if the country
gets the hosting rights.
The bid has been submitted
by the Tamil Nadu
government. 
“We have received the bid
from India,” Chess’ global
governing body FIDE CEO
Emil Sutovsky told PTI.
As of now, FIDE hasn’t
received any other bids but
the deadline to enter the race
is May 31. It is learnt that
Singapore is expected to
compete with India but has
not yet officially submitted
the bid documents. 
“As of now no other country
has bid for it but the
deadline is till end of this
week. Post that we will have
a FIDE Council meeting
next week. And after that
due procedure will be
followed and we will decide
about the hosting rights,”
Sutovsky added.
If AICF wins the bid, it will
have to shell out close to Rs
71 crore. 
The basic criteria outlined
by FIDE for a prospective
bidder for the 2024 edition is
a budget of Rs 8.5 million
(Rs 71 crore approx) and a
facilitation fee of USD 1.1
million (Rs 9 crore) for the
global body.
The duration of the
tournament is 25 days and
approval of regulations will
be completed by July 1.
The total prize money
awarded by FIDE would be

around USD 2.5 million (Rs
20 crore plus) after the fund
was increased from the USD
two million (Rs 17 crore) in
2023.
Gukesh’s historic
achievement at the
Candidates has spurred a
renewed wave of interest in
chess.
The Chennai-based teen,
who has been mentored by
five-time world champion
Viswanathan Anand,
bettered Russian legend
Garry Kasparov’s 40-year-
old record to become the
youngest Candidates
champion.
The Russian great was 20
when he qualified in 1984 to
clash with compatriot
Anatoly Karpov.
India has hosted the
prestigious showpiece in
2000 and 2013.
In the 2000 edition,
Viswanathan Anand claimed
the first of his five world
titles by winning the event
played in a tournament
format with 100 players.
Anand defeated Alexei
Shirov in the final.
In 2013, Anand lost to
Norwegian challenger
Magnus Carlsen. 

PTI ■ BANGKOK

Reigning national champion
Arundhati Choudhary

registered a convincing victory
to move to the 66kg pre-
quarterfinals while Asian
Games bronze medallist
Narender Berwal (+92kg)
bowed out of the second
Boxing World Olympic
Qualifiers here on Wednesday.
While Choudhary won by a 5-
0 unanimous decision against
Stephanie Pieneiro of Puerto
Rico, Berwal went down 2-3 to

Ecuador’s Gerlon Gilmar
Congo Chala. Choudhary
began her campaign with a
clinical round 1 against her
opponent. She was slightly
conservative in Round 2,
consolidating her position
before again dominating the
next round to get a unanimous
verdict in her favour.
Later, Berwal put up a strong
fight but it was not enough to
advance to the next round.
The 2022 Asian Games bronze
winner started slow in round 1
and was then forced to catch

up. He did well to impress
three of the five judges with his
punches in the second and
third round of the round of 32
bout.  However, his efforts
were not enough to overturn
the overall deficit.
In the evening session,
Ankushita Boro, will face
Rimma Volossenko of
Kazakhstan in 60kg pre-
quarters while Nishant Dev
(71kg) will be up against
Thailand’s Peerapat
Yeasungnoen to earn a spot in
the quarterfinals. 

Arundhati advances to pre quarters,
Narender bows out of Olympic qualifiers

Praggnanandhaa loses
to World Champion Liren 

India bids to host 
Gukesh-Liren World Chess
Championship match

AP ■ GENEVA

The boxing governing
body declared rogue by

the International Olympic
Committee said
Wednesday it will pay
$50,000 in prize money to
each gold medalist at the
Paris Games.
The cash promise is doubly
confrontational for the
IOC, which has severed
ties with the International
Boxing Association and
does not approve of
governing bodies paying
prize money to Olympic
medalists.
The IBA said it has a $3.1
million prize money fund
for each male and female
boxer who reaches the
quarterfinals in 13 total
weight classes, plus their
coaches and national
teams.
The coach and national
team of each Olympic
boxing champion will both
get $25,000, and the scale
of payments goes down to
$10,000 in total for each
quarterfinalist.
The source of the money is
unclear but the IBA led by
its Russian president Umar
Kremlev has been
supported by the country’s
state energy firm Gazprom.
The IBA promised
$200,000 for gold medalists
at its 2023 world
championships and
committed to future
increases.
“As IBA president, I will
always fight for our
athletes’ well-being, and
this step is consistent in
terms of the existing
commitments we have
already taken,” Kremlev
said in a statement.
The Olympic body did not
support a pledge in April
by World Athletics to pay
$50,000 prize money to
each of the 48 gold
medalists in track and field
in Paris. It has promised
also to pay silver and
bronze medalists in 2028 at
the Los Angeles Olympics.
The IOC has de-
recognized the IBA, which
will not be involved in

organizing bouts in Paris
for the second straight
Summer Games.
The IOC cited its concerns
about the boxing body’s
governance, reliance on
funding from Gazprom,
and the integrity of judges
and bouts at the 2016 Rio
de Janeiro Olympics. Those
games were organized
when the boxing body was
led by a longtime IOC
member, C. K. Wu.
Paris medalists are set to
rewarded at “a special
awards ceremony,” IBA
said, after “successful
passing of respective anti-
doping procedures.”
The IOC was contacted for
comment.
Prize money to Olympic
medalists has traditionally
been paid by state
governments and national
teams though not directly
from money sourced to the
IOC, which prefers
governing bodies invest in
developing their sport
below the elite level.
World Athletics said its $2.4

million prize fund for
champions in Paris would
come from its share of the
IOC’s revenues. Track’s $39.5
million payment for the
Tokyo Olympics held in
2021 was the largest amount
of a $540 million fund
allocated by the IOC.
Boxing’s share of Olympic
revenues from Tokyo was
due to be more than $17
million but was held back by
the IOC, which had to
oversee running the
qualifying and finals
tournament bouts.
The IBA also will not get
money from the IOC’s Paris
revenues and a rival
organization of national
federations, called World
Boxing, is being established
to become the recognized
governing body of Olympic
boxing.
“We are setting a clear
example for many,” the IBA’s
chief executive Chris
Roberts said, “on how
international federations
should be treating their
champions.

Olympic boxing medalists in Paris promised
cash prizes by rogue governing body

Vaishali beats Humpy
to move into sole lead
at Norway chess

Djokovic begins his bid for a 25th Grand 
Slam title with a first-round French Open win
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It’s tough to find two
cricketers who are so
different from each other

yet so closely intertwined by
the same thread of fate as Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma.
Rohit’s initiation into top-flight
cricket came at the idyllic
Belfast in 2007 and Kohli’s a
year later at the more
conventional Dambulla.
Another intriguing chapter of
this journey toegther will
potentially come to an end
next month in the stunning
Caribbean Isles.
The next T20 World Cup is in
2026, to be jointly hosted by
India and Sri Lanka, but Rohit
would be touching 40 then and
Kohli would be 38. The 50-
over version is a further one
year away.
It’s hard to see them playing in
any of those, considering the
increasingly strike-rate
oriented nature of the game. 
So, both Rohit and Kohli will
want to leave the stage with the
winner’s medal around their
neck next month. Should they
achieve that, it would be their
second each after the 2007 T20
World Cup (Rohit) and the
2011 50-over showpiece
(Kohli).
And it will be a perfect send off
for two players who have had
an immeasurable impact on
India’s white-ball fortunes in
the last 17 years.

However, the Kohli-Rohit
story is not one of bromance.
It’s based more on mutual
respect and the awareness that
they should not step into each
other’s space. 
Kohli has talked about the
admiration he has had for
Rohit since the very beginning
of their careers. 
“I was filled with curiosity
about a player. People kept on
saying - ‘This is one player who
is rising rapidly’. I used to
wonder that even though I am
a young player, no one talks
about me, then who is this
player.
“But when he (Rohit) stepped
out to bat, I was all quiet. It was
amazing to watch him play. In
fact, I haven’t seen a player
time the ball better than him,”
Kohli had said in ‘Breakfast
With Champions’.
Contrasting in nature, their
batting has been high art for
the masses to which they
added a dash of modernity
later.
Of the two, Kohli is the more
all-format batter, who has
adapted more fluently with the
changing face of the game.
He has scored in every corner
of the cricketing world in a
show of consistency that was
rarely witnessed after the
halcyon days of Sachin
Tendulkar.
While Rohit built his own
edifices in white-ball formats,
the Mumbai-man remained a

reluctant visitor in Test
cricket’s elite corridors for the
better part of his career.
A move up to the opener’s role
helped Rohit unshackle
himself a bit in Tests in the
later part of his career. 
But for now, Kohli and Rohit
will have to lean on their vast
experience in T20 cricket to
fuel India’s run in the World
Cup.
Rohit will certainly open and if
his approach in last year’s
World Cup and in the just-
concluded IPL can be taken as
a sign, the skipper will
continue his selfless, aggressive
approach.
Herein, Rohit has an inherent
advantage. His natural big-
hitting abilities will help him
pursue his batsmanship
without many improvisations.
That one-legged pull of his is a
cosy meeting point between
elegance and malevolence.
But Kohli’s game is slightly
different. He can pull off those
occasional big hits - a swat-
flick six or a flat-bat smash
over bowler’s head. A quick
rewind to his pick-up shot off
Pakistan pacer Haris Rauf
during the 2022 T20 World
Cup will vouch for that.
Still, there is a sore point.
Kohli has often struggled to
score off spin, especially
against the left-arm variety. His
career strike-rate against slow
bowlers hovers around mid-
120s in T20s.

Several times, it has impeded
his progress in the middle
innings but during this year’s
IPL, he seemed to have found a
solution.
He brought out the slog-sweep
against spinners, and it had a
healthy influence on his strike-
rate as Kohli made 260 runs
from 188 balls and struck 15
sixes against them.
His strike-rate against spin
touched 139, a marked
improvement from his overall
IPL strike-rate of 124.
“It was me mentally putting
myself in that situation. I did
not practice that at all,” he
explained.
“I know I can hit it because I
have played that shot a lot in
the past. So, I just felt like I
needed to take a bit more
risk,” Kohli said of his new
approach against spin.
This might come in handy for
him in the T20 World Cup
where the pitches are
expected to become
progressively slow,
increasingly bringing
spinners into the game.
Beyond the realm of cricket,
the two veterans’ final charge
at an ICC trophy —
personally and for the team —
would be a captivating sight.
For the fans, this World Cup
would be about drinking it in
as much as they can because
once this duo leaves the stage,
there will be an immense
emptiness.

FINAL CHANCE FOR KOHLI, ROHIT TO GIVE INDIA ICC TROPHY AFTER 13 YEARS
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After two months of
intense competitive

cricket under night lights,
the Indian cricket team, sans
Virat Kohli, began its
preparations for the T20
World Cup with a morning
training session here,
keeping in mind the 10.30am
starts for all its preliminary
games.
Kohli took a break for
personal work after RCB’s
IPL ouster and in all
likelihood, he will join the
squad by Friday.
But it is not clear if he would
be able to take part in the
only warm-up game against
Bangladesh on Saturday after
a long flight.
Having played 90 per cent of
the matches under lights in
the scorching Indian
summer, the idea would be to
adjust to pleasant mornings

where temperatures will
hover between 25 to 27
degree celsius with very less
humidity.
A white kookaburra in
slightly windy mornings
could be a challenge and to
be prepared for that, the
severely jet-lagged bodies
need to get used to morning
conditions.
And this is why the support
staff, before initiating the
skills training (net sessions)
on the practice pitches at a
ground on the outskirts of
the city, have decided to help
the players acclimatise with
the conditions.
With 14 players checking in,
there was light jogging,
routine shuttle runs, and a bit
of foot volley to get into the
groove.
“They have been away two
and half months from us and
getting to know where they
stand and what needs to be
done before the World Cup is

the goal. The (first) goal is to
spend 45 minutes in the heat
to get going,” Strength and
Conditioning coach Soham
Desai told bcci.Tv.
“We came in the day before
yesterday and we just eased
into our routines here, the
players are just getting used
to the time zone. Today we

are having our first ground
session,” he added.
As far as the players are
concerned, there is an
element of curiosity about
playing cricket in New York.
The Indian teams, over the
years, have played primarily
in Florida at the Fort
Lauderhill ground during
their tours of the West Indies.
“First time we are going to
play cricket in New York, it’s
going be fun,” all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja said.
“We have not yet played
cricket, came here for a team
activity today. Hopefully, it
will be good. The weather is
really good, so we are
looking forward to it.”
Skipper Rohit Sharma’s
deputy Hardik Pandya
seemed excited with the
“bright sunshine” and “good
vibes” while Suryakumar
Yadav wanted to know more
about the the diaspora’s
cricket interests.
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Legendary Australia speedster Brett Lee feels
apart from Jasprit Bumrah, pacers are failing

to nail yorkers effectively in the death overs and
he wants them to master the pivotal delivery.
Bumrah is one of the most complete bowlers in
world cricket at the moment. He can bowl
wicket-taking deliveries without leaking runs
but the most lethal weapon in his armoury is his
toe-crushing yorker, which he, more often that
not, executes perfectly in the death overs.
“On a general rule, other than Bumrah, we
haven’t seen enough fast bowlers nailing their
yorkers recently.
“I want to see fast bowlers bowl more yorkers. I
still don’t reckon they execute enough yorkers at
the death,” Lee said at the launch of the Legends
Intercontinental T20 league recently.
With the recently concluded IPL featuring
scores in excess of 200 regularly, Lee believes the
fast bowlers would be more economical had
they nailed yorkers.
“If you look back at 17 years of Indian Premier
League, on average a yorker goes for a strike rate
of less than 100. Which tells me that one run or
less per bowler that’s executed.
“Now, when you bowl a yorker and you’ve got
guys who can go down and scoop you over the
head, well that puts pressure on you as a bowler.
“You’ve got to set in the right field and put two
men back, third man fine and back and then
bowl,” Lee added.
As T20 cricket progresses, the game is tilting
more and more towards the batters. With the
‘Impact Player Rule’ and flat decks, bowlers
struggled in the IPL.
Lee, like several other former players, called for
a balance between bat and ball.
“I’m all for batters smoking the ball all over, but
there has got to be something for the bowlers
too. I’m not asking for a green top, where teams
bowled out for 110, because that’s not good for
cricket either.
“You want a good total, I think. Anywhere
around that 185 mark to 230 is a good score.
We’ve seen scores now of 265, 270, 277.
“It’s really hard because most bowlers now are
going for 45 to 50 off their four overs.” he said
WARNER HAS EARNED THE RIGHT TO
GO ON HIS OWN TERMS: Australia’s
charismatic young batter Jake Fraser-McGurk
set the stage ablaze in his debut IPL season with
many calling for his inclusion in Australia’s T20
World Cup squad.

However, the selectors decided to go with
veteran opener David Warner, who is set to
retire after the tournament, Travis Head and
Mitchell Marsh in the top-order. 
McGurk, who is a top order batter and Warner’s
Delhi Capitals teammate, though has been
named as a travelling reserve.
“David Warner has earned that right to go out
on his own terms. And if things don’t happen for
whatever reason, then he’s (McGurk) definitely
there to take part,” Lee said.
Although Warner did not have a particularly
great IPL as he missed several matches due to an
injury, the Southpaw has scored 834 runs in T20
cricket since 2021 at a strike rate of around 150.
He was woefully out of form ahead of the 2021
T20 World Cup but ended up being the player of
the tournament, playing a vital role in Australia’s
maiden World Cup win in the shortest format.
On the other hand, 22-year-old McGurk, who
was called in as a replacement for Lungi Ngidi at
Delhi Capitals, gave an excellent display of
explosive batsmanship, smashing four half-
centuries in nine games at an astronomical
strike rate exceeding 234.
“I think if you go over there as a reserve
batsman, you definitely have a chance to get an
opportunity.
“That happened this year with the Delhi
Capitals, he wasn’t even picked in the squad.
“Ricky Ponting rang him up late night and said
come in and had a few injuries. So right time,
right place.
“But the advice to him, and he articulated it
beautifully to say that he’s only 22 years of age
(araam se araam se) . He’s got time. There’s no
point rushing it,” Lee said.
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AB de Villiers is not
surprised that just days

before South Africa renews it
quest for an elusive World Cup,
the talk back home is all about
racial quota in the team.
It’s a rinse-and-repeat sort of
situation and de Villiers, who
retired in 2018, is glad that he
is a mere spectator to the
situation now. 
“...It’s a shame going into a
tournament to have the focus
on that. I mean it’s nothing
new, it’s just a shame,”
lamented one of the greats of
South African cricket.
“Luckily this time around, I’ve
had nothing to do with
anything over there. I’m just a
spectator,” the 40-year-old said
in an interaction with PTI

facilitated by ‘Jio Cinema’. 
The cause of outrage is the
presence of just one black
player in the squad for the T20
showpiece that will take place
in the Americas from June 1.
Considered the perennial
bridesmaids, who tend to
choke in crunch situations,
South Africa somehow are
always in the pre-tournament
favourites bracket without
actually living up to the tag.
And having a deeply divisive
topic take centre-stage just
days before they begin their
campaign is a far-from-ideal
build-up for a country that has
a troubled past when it comes
to race relations. The Proteas
will start off against the
Netherlands in New York on
June 8.
Over the course of a season, six

players of colour are required
to be in the South Africa
playing eleven including two
from the black African
community as per the policy
introduced in 2016. 
With Kagiso Rabada being the
only black African in the T20
World Cup squad, the national

team is set to miss its target.
Another black-African, Lungi
Ngidi, is part of the travelling
reserves. The other players of
colour include Reeza
Hendricks, Bjorn Fortuin,
Keshav Maharaj, Tabraiz
Shamsi and Ottniel Baartman.
“There are controversial
moments back home as per
usual with the South African
squad just before a World
Cup,” de Villiers said. 
“I think it’s a good team. It’s a
shame about Lungi... (he) lost a
bit of form, had a couple of
injuries. Otherwise, he most
probably would have been in
the squad and there wouldn’t
have been any controversial
stuff back home,” he added.
At the moment, Cricket South
Africa doesn’t have a
committee of selectors and the

team is picked by head coaches
Shukri Conrad (Tests) and Rob
Walter (white-ball cricket).
“Sometimes these things
happen and it puts you under a
bit of pressure as a selection
panel and as a coach and a
captain,” de Villiers said.
“From what I remember is
with the quota system, it’s an
average team, an average
number over the season and
they don’t really look at every
series, but as journalists
sometimes enjoy steaming up
things a bit,” he tried to put
things in context. 
Following the selection of the
squad earlier this month,
former Sports Minister Fikile
Mbalula and former CSA and
ICC president Ray Mali
questioned the composition of
the side.
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Short of players, a nine-
man Australia needed as

many as four support staff
members on the field,
including chief selector and
head coach, in their T20
World Cup warm-up
against Namibia but that
did not change the
expected outcome of the
game.
Australia won the game by
seven wickets with
impressive performances
from David Warner (54 not
out off 21 balls), fit again
Josh Hazlewood (2/5) and
leg-spinner Adam Zampa
(3/25). They chased down
Namibia’s 119 with 10 overs
to spare.
With the likes of Pat
Cummins, Travis Head,
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Mitchell Starc, Cameron
Green, Marcus Stoinis and
Glenn Maxwell given extra
time at home following the
two-month long IPL, chief
selector and former captain
George Bailey and head coach

Andrew McDonald were
among the support staff who
were forced to take the field.
46-year-old fielding coach
Andre Borovec also took the
field alongside Bailey when
skipper Mitchell Marsh opted

to bowl against Namibia.
When Marsh and Hazlewood
went back to the dressing
room, McDonald and 49-
year-old batting coach Brad

Hodge had to step on the
field.
Hazlewood, playing hist first
game in three months, looked
in good rhythm.


