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Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal walked
out of Tihar Jail on Friday

evening, hours after the Supreme
Court granted him interim bail
until June 1 so that he can
campaign for the Lok Sabha
elections. As he exited through
gate number 4, Kejriwal was
welcomed by a sea of AAP
workers, as well as senior leaders
like Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, Atishi, and
Saurabh Bhardwaj.
His wife Sunita Kejriwal, his
daughter Harshita and AAP
Rajya Sabha MP Sandeep Pathak
turned up outside the jail to give
him a rousing welcome with
workers chanting slogans and
Kejriwal waving to his
supporters. As Kejriwal left from
Tihar in his convoy clad in yellow
T-shirts, AAP supporters danced
to dhol beats and fed each other
sweets at the party office here on
Friday.
In a major relief to embattled
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, the SC
on Friday granted him interim
bail in a money laundering case
at the peak of the election season
but barred him from visiting his
office or the Delhi Secretariat
and signing official files unless
absolutely necessary for
obtaining the Lieutenant
Governor’s approval.
He has been asked to surrender
to the prison authorities by June
2. June 1 is the last day of the
seven-phase elections. The votes
will be counted on June 4.

Kejriwal’s release from jail,
however transient, is expected to
give a boost to the AAP’s Lok
Sabha campaign in Delhi where
polling is scheduled for May
25, with its foremost
leader hitting the
hustings.
Setting him free for
21 days after 50 days
of custody in the
money laundering
case, a bench of
Justices Sanjiv Khanna
and Dipankar Datta  in its
eight pages order, said Kejriwal

will have to surrender and go
back to jail on June 2.
Kejriwal was arrested on March
21 by the Enforcement
Directorate in connection with

the excise policy case.
In his first address, Delhi

Chief Minister said,
“Didn’t I tell you I’d be
back soon? I am back.”
He added, “I’m fighting
against dictatorship with

all I have, now 140 crore of
us have to do that.” He also

thanked the Supreme Court
judges who delivered the verdict.

“Tomorrow at 11 am, we will all
go to the Hanuman Mandir in
Connaught Place, then there will
be a Press conference at the party
office at 1 pm; I request all of you
to come to the Hanuman
Mandir,” he said.

Slogans like “Jail ke taale toot
gaye, Kejriwal ji choot gaye”,
“Modi ji ja rahe hain, Kejriwal ji
aa rahe hain,” and “dekho dekho
kon aaya, sher aaya sher aaya”
rent the air at the AAP office on
office. Many supporters carried
posters with slogans against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

written on them.
The bench also directed Kejriwal
to furnish bail bonds in the sum
of Rs 50,000 with one surety of
the like amount to the
satisfaction of the jail
superintendent. 
A wave of jubilation swept across
the INDIA Bloc parties as the
news spread like wildfire, with
his AAP terming it a “triumph of
truth”. “Hanuman ji ki jai. This is
the victory of democracy. It is the
result of the prayers and blessings
of millions of people. Many
thanks to everyone,” Kejriwal’s
wife Sunita, who was filling in for
her husband during his absence
from the electoral battleground,
said in a post on X in Hindi.
Kejriwal is the first sitting Chief
Minister in India to be put
behind bars. Imposing bail
conditions on the embattled AAP
leader, a bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta said,
“He shall not visit the Office of
the Chief Minister and the Delhi
Secretariat.” It asked Kejriwal to
not sign any official file unless
absolutely necessary to obtain the
Lieutenant Governor’s sanction
during the 21-day interim bail
period.  It asked Kejriwal to not
sign any official file unless
absolutely necessary to obtain the
Lieutenant Governor’s sanction
during the 21-day interim bail
period.
“He shall be bound by the
statement made on his behalf
that he shall not sign official files
unless it is required and
necessary for obtaining
clearance/ approval of the
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi,”
the top court said.
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Acity court on Friday
ordered the framing of

charges against the BJP MP
and former Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI),
Chief Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh, in a sexual harassment
case lodged by six female
wrestlers. The court said there
is sufficient evidence against
him to frame charges while
discharging him in a
complaint filed by one of the
six women wrestlers. Brij
Bhushan was denied the BJP
ticket to contest from his
home seat Kaisergunj for this
Lok Sabha polls, however, he
got a ticket for his son Karan
Bhushan Singh from the same
seat. 
The Opposition parties had

been demanding swift action
against the senior Bhushan
for the alleged cases.  
Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
(ACMM) Priyanka Rajpoot
ordered framing of charge for
criminal intimidation against
Brij Bhushan and will
formally frame the charges on
May 21. The court also
ordered framing of charges
against co-accused and
former WFI assistant
secretary Vinod Tomar in the
case.
The court said there is
sufficient material to frame
charges against Brij Bhushan
in the offences of outraging
the modesty of a woman and
sexual harassment (sections
354 and 354A of the IPC)
against five of the victims. 

For accused number 2 Vinod
Tomar, former WFI assistant
secretary who is the second
accused in the case, the court
framed charges under Section
506 part 1 regarding victim
number 1. For the remaining
offences, the court said he

stands discharged. 
The lower court however
discharged Brij Bhushan in
the allegations levelled by
victim number 6. The sixth
victim’s allegations dated back
to 2012.
The Delhi Police had filed a
charge sheet in the case
against Brij Bhushan, a six-
time MP, on June 15 under
sections 354 (assault or
criminal force to woman with
intent to outrage her
modesty), 354A (sexual
harassment), 354D (stalking)
and 506 (criminal
intimidation) of the Indian
Penal Code.
Brij Bhushan’s plea seeking
further investigation in the
case was rejected last month.
It had earlier deferred the
framing of charges against

Brij Bhushan since his
advocate Rajeev Mohan
sought further investigation
in the case. 
They alleged through an
application that he was not in
Delhi when one of the six
wrestlers was allegedly
molested.
The police, in its 1,500-page
chargesheet, had mentioned
statements of at least 22
witnesses from across four
States, including wrestlers, a
referee, a coach and a
physiotherapist, who have
corroborated the allegations
made by the six women
wrestlers against Brij
Bhushan.
Another Delhi court is likely
to pronounce its order on
May 20 on whether to accept
a police report seeking

cancellation of a sexual
harassment complaint filed by
a minor wrestler against Brij
Bhushan. During the in-
chamber proceedings held on
August 1 last year, the minor
wrestler had told the court
that she was satisfied with the
Delhi Police’s investigation in
the case and not opposed to
the closure report it had
submitted.
On June 15 last year, the police
filed a report before the court
seeking cancellation of the case
involving the girl after her
father made a startling claim
midway through the probe that
he levelled false allegations of
sexual harassment against Brij
Bhushan to get back at him for
perceived injustice to his
daughter.

Continued on Page 2
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An old video of another
senior Congress leader,

who has served in the Cabinet
of several Prime Ministers,
Mani Shankar Aiyar, has
provided fresh ammunition
to the BJP on Friday to attack
the Congress, which, a few
days ago, had worked hard to
douse the flames ignited by its
leader Sam Pitroda.
In the midst of an aggressive
Lok Sabha campaign, the BJP
seized upon them, accusing
the grand old party of being
an apologist for Pakistan and
the terrorism emanating from
its soil. 
Meanwhile, the Congress
again quickly distanced itself
from Aiyar’s comments. His
remarks on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ahead of the
2014 general elections left a
scar on the Congress till now.
In the video, which has gone
viral on social media, Aiyar is
heard saying that India
should respect Pakistan as it
is a sovereign nation and
engage with it since it also
possesses an atom bomb.
Aiyar said the video is old and
being resurfaced now as the
BJP’s election campaign is
faltering.
He indicated in the video that
if a “mad person” comes to
power there and uses the
atom bomb, it will not be

good and will have its effect
here too. As the remarks
triggered a row, the Congress
said it totally disagrees with
the remarks made by Aiyar
some months ago. Aiyar
does not speak for the
party in any capacity
whatsoever, Congress
media department
chairperson Pawan
Khera said.
Home Minister Amit
Shah slammed the Congress
for “raising question mark”
on Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) and asserted
that every inch of it belonged
to India and no force can
snatch it.
“Aiyar is telling us to respect
Pakistan as it possesses an
atomic bomb. A few days ago,
INDIA Bloc leader Farooq
Abdullah said do not talk
about PoK as Pakistan has an
atomic bomb. I want to tell
the Congress and INDIA Bloc
that PoK belongs to India and

no force can snatch it,” Shah
said at an election rally in
Jharkhand’s Khunti.
Hitting back at BJP Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi said
why is Pakistan being
discussed when elections are
taking place in India and the
unemployment rate here is at
a 45-year high.
“I ask when was the statement
made? … If it is an old
statement, then why are we
discussing it today? Secondly,
I want to ask, where are
elections taking place, in
India or in Pakistan? They are
taking place in India. So why
are we discussing Pakistan?”

she said during her
campaign trail in

Amethi for the party’s
candidate Kishori Lal
Sharma. BJP cited
recent comments of

more Congress
leaders to make its

point. The leader of
Opposition in Maharashtra,
Vijay Wadettiwar, had said
IPS officer Hemant Karkare
was killed by a cop affiliated
to the RSS and not Pakistani
terrorist Ajmal Kasab and
former Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi had
dismissed a recent terror
incident in Poonch in which
an Air Force official died as a
poll stunt, noted Union
Minister Rajeev
Chandrashekhar.

Continued on Page 2
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Astrong, gutsy storm hit the
national Capital and its

adjoining areas late Friday evening,
enveloping the skyline with dust.
Incidents of trees uprooting were
also reported. 
As a result of the dust storm,
temperatures apparently decreased,
as predicted earlier in the day by the
India Meteorological Department,
indicating that the heatwave would
soon fade.
“Duststorm/ thunderstorm with
rain (followed by rain) and gusty
winds with speed of 50-70 km/hour
occurred over and adjoining areas
of entire Delhi and NCR (Loni
Dehat, Hindon AF Station,
Ghaziabad, Indirapuram,
Chhapraula, Noida, Dadri, Greater
Noida, Gurugram, Faridabad,” IMD
said in a statement.
India’s unbearable heatwave saga
appears to be reaching its
conclusion as the Indian
Meteorological Department (IMD)
has forecast a wet spell
accompanied by thunderstorms,
lightning, and winds across several
States, including the national
Capital over the next three days.
The change in weather comes just a
month after April’s blistering heat,
which earlier prompted the
authorities to issue a string of
health advisories and school
closures in heatwave-hit areas like
Bhubaneswar in Odisha.
“Heatwave is about to end from the
entire country. Only in West
Rajasthan and Kerala a heatwave
alert has been issued. Tomorrow,
the heatwave will only be present in
West Rajasthan,” said IMD scientist
Soma Sen.
She said though they have issued a
yellow alert for west Rajasthan and

Kerala, impact is unlikely. “From
tomorrow the heatwave will end in
the country. The alert will remain
only for west Rajasthan.”
“Strong moisture flow is coming to
the country from the Bay of Bengal,
due to which thunderstorm activity
is increasing in the country...There
will be a possibility of cloud-to-
ground lightning in these
thunderstorms,” she said as quoted
by a news agency here.
Former Director General of
Meteorology at IMD Dr KJ Ramesh
said heatwaves have been abated
and thunderstorms will develop
from Southern India. Almost all the
States will witness thunderstorms
and natural lightning with high
intensity. 
He explained that strong moisture
flow from the Bay of Bengal is
increasing thunderstorm activity in
the country.
Giving out thunderstorms and
heavy rain warnings for some hilly
States and the northeast, the
weather department said strong
lightning is possible.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who returned to

campaigning on Friday
after a day’s break, hit out at
the Congress while
addressing a rally in
Maharashtra, saying the
party is “conspiring to
eliminate the Hindu faith
in India”. Modi also accused
the Congress of spreading
lies regarding job
reservations and the
Constitution.
Alleging that the Congress’
“hatred” towards Hindus
and their culture is
being exposed daily,
Modi said the
leader who tutors
‘shehzada’ also
said Ram temple
should not have
been built at
Ayodhya.
He has declared that
construction of Ram
temple at Ayodhya” and
celebrating Ram Navami is
against the idea of India,
Modi claimed.
“I go to the temple with
great pride. He has given a
certificate that even this is
anti-national,” he said.
In another rally in
Hyderabad, Modi said the
national party is “anti-
Hindu” and it knows
religion-based reservations
are unconstitutional. “The
Congress wants to make
Hindus second-class
citizens in their own
country. Are they talking
about vote jihad because of
this?” he questioned.
Attacking the Congress
Government in Telangana,
Modi said he referred to

double (RR) tax in the
State, without taking any
names, but Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy is giving
explanations to the media
indicating who is
associated with it.
Addressing an election rally
in Mahabubnagar Lok
Sabha constituency, Modi
said the ‘shehzade’ of
Congress (Rahul Gandhi)
started off with ‘mohabbat
ki dukaan’ before polls
which lost steam as
elections approached.
“The ‘shehzade’ (prince) is
now poisoning society by
speaking of supporting
‘tukde-tukde gang’,” he

claimed.
In a veiled reference

to Congress leader
Sam Pitroda’s
recent remarks, he
said the ‘shehzade’s
advisor’ who lives in

America described
South Indian people as

looking like Africans,
which the PM claimed
implied that Telangana
people look like Africans.
“You know why, because he
doesn’t like your skin
colour. Now Congress will
decide based on skin colour
who is African and who is
Indian,” he said.
“Do you perform puja on
Ram Navami or not? Do
you want to go to Ayodhya
for darshan? Are you going
to commit anti-national
activity (with worship)?” he
asked.
He also said the Congress
never bothered about
welfare of Adivasis. Prime
Minister Modi’s ruling BJP
has repeatedly accused the
Congress of being “anti-
Hindu” and “appeasing”
Muslims.
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Amid concerns expressed
by various Opposition

parties over the voter turnout
data, leaders of the INDIA
Bloc from Congress, TMC,
DMK, Left, met the Election
Commission at Nirvachan
Sadan on Friday, submitting
alleged violations of the
model code of conduct by the
BJP leaders during the
ongoing Lok Sabha polls
campaign.
Though the EC is yet to
respond on the meeting with
Opposition members, it
however in a strongly-worded
letter replied to the Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
who a day earlier had written
to the leaders of various
Opposition parties on the
issue of alleged
“discrepancies” in the voting
data released by the EC.
The EC rejected Kharge’s
allegations that it had delayed
the release of the final voter
turnout numbers for the first
two phases of the Lok Sabha
elections and told him the
utterances from president of a
national political party is
attacking the very credibility
of the electoral steps and
processes, and can have a
negative impact on voter
participation.
Following which Congress

chief spokesman Jairam
Ramesh responded by
defending the concerns raised
by the Congress president.
“The response of the EC to
the issues raised by the
Congress president in his
letter to the INDIA parties
is simply beyond
description. The EC
is a Constitutional
body entrusted with
the responsibility of
being an impartial
body that ensures, and
is seen to ensure, a level-
playing field to all political
parties.
“Both the content and intent
of the letter will be a
permanent blot on the
reputation of an institution
that can boast of luminaries
like Sukumar Sen, TN Seshan,
JM Lyngdoh and others,”
Ramesh said in a  statement.
EC dubbed as “aggression on

vitals of live election
operations” through Kharge’s
recent statements concerning
the ongoing Lok Sabha
elections 2024. 
The poll body termed
Kharge’s letter as his attempt

to push a “biased narrative.”
In a five-page response

with annexures, the
poll panel rejected
charges of
mismanagement and
delay in the release of

voter turnout data and
termed Kharge’s

allegations “unwarranted”,
“without facts” and “reflective
of a biased and deliberate
attempt to spread confusion”.
The commission condemned
Kharge’s statement in which
he wondered whether the
delay in releasing voter
turnout data was an “attempt
to doctor the final results”.

Continued on Page 2
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Storm lashes across Delhi
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Mud and muck continued
to fly thick and fast from

all sides over the Sandeshkhali
incident that hit the national
headlines a few months ago
showing how henchmen of
Trinamool Congress leaders
grabbed lands of the poor and
sexually exploited their women
in these riverine islands of the
Sunderbans. 
This, even as a day after "fake
FIR" reports emerged where
some women of Sandeshkhali
alleged that they were tricked
by some BJP workers into sign-
ing blank papers which were
later filled up with complaints
of rape before being converted
into FIRs, National
Commission for Women
(NCW) chief Rekha Sharma on
Friday wrote to the Election

Commission of India (ECI),
alleging how some women
who were victims of sexual
assault by men of arrested
Trinamool Congress leader Sk
Shahjahan were being forced to
withdraw their complaints.
Incidentally Sandeshkhali in
Basirhat parliamentary con-
stituency has a big electoral
stake for both the BJP,
Trinamool Congress. 
Expressing concern at the new
development Sharma wrote,
"the party workers are instilling
fear among the women of
Sandeshkhali to suppress the
victims from coming forward
with their complaints. poten-
tially impacting the fairness of
election process in the area,"
requesting the ECI to "ensure
that women are not compelled
to withdraw their complaints
due to the threat from TMC

workers."
Sharma's letter is very much in
line with a common refrain
raised by the Bengal BJP lead-
ers who suggested that the
TMC's sting teams were out
with money and muscle to
generate a counter-narrative
on Sandeshkhali so as to offset
the applecart of BJP which
was trying to deal an electoral
body blow to Mamata Banerjee
on the woman-sensitive issue.
Women and minorities have
been the elect oral mainstay of
the Chief Minister in the past
a few years.
Sharma's letter to the ECI is
seen as a preemptive measure
to offset a possible Trinamool
Congress' move vial which the
Bengal outfit is planning to
lodge a formal complaint with
the ECI against the NCW
chairperson for "misusing her

position" and "being one of the
main instigators of the
Sandeshkhali issue."
Sharma had in the earlier
months written to President
Droupadi Murmu requesting
her to imposing President's
Rule in Bengal on grounds of
atrocities on women.
Before Sharma's letter Bengal
Minister Shashi Panja had said
that her party would move the
ECI against the NCW chief for
taking political stand on
Sandeshkhali. She said how the
NCW was politically biased
and how some people "encour-
aged women of the area to
make false allegations of sexu-
al atrocities." 
"TMC will go to the Election
Commission against Rekha
Sharma, who is the chairperson
of National Commission for
Women," Panja said.

Earlier on Thursday some
women complained that the
police complaint that they were
made to sign on blank sheets
were not on rape but on non-
payment of hundred days' work
schemes.
This, after purported videos
emerged where some women
alleged that local BJP leaders
had tricked them into signing
blank papers which were later
with allegations of rape before
being submitted to the police. 
"We were tricked into signing
the blank papers … we were
told that the signed papers
would be used to claim the
100-days' work dues … we
had no idea that rape stories
would be written there We
discovered later that rape
complaints had been lodged in
our names. This is a blatant
lie," they said.

Sandeshkhali: NCW chief complains to EC against TMC
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The contractual woman
employee of Kolkata Raj

Bhavan who had earlier lodged
a police complaint — contain-
ing allegations of sexual mis-
demeanor — against Bengal
Governor CV Ananda Bose has
raised objections to her CCTV
footage being screened before
the common public at the for-
mer's instance and said that she
would take this up with
President Droupadi Murmu.
Saying that she could do noth-
ing to the Governor who
enjoyed constitutional immu-
nity under Clause 2 of Article
361 the woman told media
men that she could at least
write to the President seeking
her intervention into the mat-
ter. More so because the Police
had no authority in the case.
"I know that because of
Constitutional immunity,
nothing will happen to a sitting
Governor. But what about the
offence he committed? I have
decided to write to the
President seeking her inter-
vention in the matter. I am

writing to her to get justice and
nothing else," she said.
She was likely to make a for-
mal complaint to the police
against the Governor for
revealing her identity to the
public against a standing order
of the Apex Court.
Earlier the Governor had
invited 100 "common men"
except Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and the members of
police force to show the
CCTV footage in an apparent
bid to make his position clear
on the allegations of sexual
misdemeanor leveled against
him. The woman had earlier
alleged in a television channel
that she was asked for certain
favours in lieu of good and per-
manent posting either as a
University professor or some
similar post.
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APune-based Special UAPA
Court on Friday handed

out life imprisonment to two
accused and acquitted three
others in the sensational day-
light murder of rationalist
Narendra Dabholkar in August
2013.
Pronouncing verdict in the
11-year-old murder case which
had created sensation across
the country, Special UAPA
Judge P. P. Jadhav  convicted
two accused sharpshooters ---
Sharad B. Kalaskar and Sachin
P. Andhure – after holding
them guilty of involvement in
the crime, and awarded life
imprisonment to them and
imposed a fine of Rs 5 lakh
each. The Judge noted that in
the event of failure to pay the
fine imposed on them, they
would undergo an additional
one year imprisonment.
The court acquitted three other
accused in the case --Sanjeev
Punhalekar, Dr. Virendra
Tawade and Vikram Bhave --
for lack of evidence.
Welcoming the verdict in the
case, children of Dr Dabholkar
--Hamid and Mukta -- said that
they were relieved that the
killers had finally been  pun-
ished. “But, we will challenge
the acquittal of the other three

accused in the Bombay High
Court,” they said.
Hamid and Mukta wondered
why the investigators had still
not arrested the masterminds
behind the killings  “There are
other lapses in the investiga-
tions into the case,” they said.
It may be recalled that follow-
ing the failure of the state
police having failed to make
any headway in the investiga-
tions into the Dabholkar mur-
der case, the Bombay High

Court had transferred the case
to the CBI on May 9, 2014, after
overruling the objections raised
by the Maharashtra govern-
ment.
The CBI had registered a case
on June 2, 2014, on the high
court’s orders. On September 7
2016, the CBI filed a charge-
sheet in the Dabholkar murder
case before a First Class Judicial
Magistrate in Pune.
The CBI officials arrested key
accused Sachin Andhure from

Aurangabad on August 18,
2018 after the State ATS sleuths
tipped them off to the CBI
about the revelations made by
one of the three right wing
activists arrested in connection
with a terror conspiracy.  
Following the raids at various
places at Nalla Sophara in the
neighbouring Thane district,
the ATS had on August 9 2018
arrested three right wing
activists --Vaibhav Raut (40),
Sharad Kalaskar (25) and

Sudhnava Ghondhalekar ( 39)-
-- and claimed to have foiled
the attempts to engineer terror
attacks in Mumbai, Pune,
Satara, Solapur and Nala
Sopara.
During the raids, the investi-
gators had seized a huge chunk
of arms and ammunition and
also unearthed a mini pistol
assembling unit in the Nala
Sopara residence of key
accused Vaibhav Raut.
The interrogation of the
accused in the terror conspir-
acy case by the ATS revealed
that Andhure and the accused
in the terror conspiracy case
Sharad Kalaskar were friends.
It was Kalaskar who allegedly
spilled the beans of Andhure’s
role in the Narendra
Dabholkar’s murder.
All the five  accused -- linked
to Sanatan Sanstha organisa-
tion-- were arrested by the
CBI from 2016 to 2019.
The CBI, in close coordination
with the Maharashtra ATS,
had investigated the links
among various right-wing
organisations suspected to be
involved in the killing of
Dabholkar and others like
Govind Pansare, M M Kalburgi
and Gauri Lankesh, unravel
their contacts elsewhere in the
country, their other targets
and modus operandi.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday

filed a fresh charge sheet in the
Delhi excise policy-linked
money laundering case nam-
ing BRS leader K Kavitha as an
accused. The ED had arrested
46-year-old Kavitha, the
daughter of former Telangana
chief minister K
Chandrashekar Rao, from her
Banjara hills residence in
Hyderabad on March 15.
According to sources, the
prosecution complaint was
filed under the provisions of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
Kaveri Baweja, the special
judge for CBI, ED cases, is
likely to take up the charge
sheet for cognisance on May
13.
A similar complaint against
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal is expected to be
filed next week.
This is the seventh charge
sheet by the ED in this case in
which it has arrested 18 peo-
ple so far including Kejriwal,
who was given interim bail by
the Supreme Court on Friday.
The ED has alleged that
Kavitha was a key member of
the 'South Group' that has
been accused of paying the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
alleged kickbacks of Rs 100

crore in return for a big share
of liquor licences in the
national capital, as part of the
excise policy for 2021-22
which has was scrapped fol-
lowing allegations of corrup-
tion and cartelisation of liquor
traders.
The agency earlier said
Kavitha was "one of the king-
pins, a key conspirator and
beneficiary of the Delhi excise
policy scam".
"K Kavitha orchestrated a deal
with Arvind Kejriwal, then
deputy chief minister and
minister of excise Manish
Sisodia, wherein she along
with other members of the
South Group paid them kick-
backs through a string of
intermediaries and middle-
men.
"In exchange of the kickbacks
paid to the leaders of AAP she
had access to the policy for-
mulation and was offered pro-

visions to ensure favourable
position to her," the ED had
claimed.
It further alleged Kavitha was
"involved" in various activities
relating to proceeds of crime
to the tune of at least Rs 292.8
crore.
In a linked development, the
Delhi High Court on Friday
sought the stand of the ED on
a bail plea moved by Kavitha
in this case.
She was also arrested by the
CBI when she was under judi-
cial custody in the ED case.
While refusing to grant her
relief, the trial court had said
Kavitha's role "prima facie
appears as that of key con-
spirator of the criminal con-
spiracy hatched for the pur-
pose of collection and pay-
ment of upfront money to
AAP through co-accused for
getting favourable provisions
in the Delhi Excise Policy
2021-22".
"Her role in demanding the
upfront money and the alleged
payment thereof for favourable
provisions in the Excise Policy
have also been highlighted in
the course of arguments and as
discussed in the preceding
paragraphs," the trial court
had noted.
In her bail plea filed in the
high court, the BRS leader said
she has "nothing to do" with
the excise policy and there is

a criminal conspiracy against
her, "orchestrated by the rul-
ing party at the Centre with
the active connivance of the
Enforcement Directorate".
She submitted there is no case
against her and she is being
implicated on the basis of wit-
ness statements whose credi-
bility is under serious doubt.
The ED had alleged that Rs 45
crore "kickbacks", out of the Rs
100 crore "bribe" provided by
the 'South Group', were used
by the AAP for the Goa assem-
bly election campaign in 2022.
The 'South Group' liquor lobby
allegedly includes Kavitha,
TDP Ongole seat Lok Sabha
candidate Magunta
Sreenivasulu Reddy, his son
Raghav Reddy and others.
The excise case pertains to
alleged corruption and money
laundering in the formula-
tion and execution of the
Delhi government's excise pol-
icy for 2021-22, which was
later scrapped.
Delhi Lieutenant Governor V
K Saxena recommended a
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe into
the alleged irregularities.
Subsequently, the ED regis-
tered a case under the PMLA.
The ED filed its money laun-
dering case on August 22,
2022, taking cognisance of
the CBI FIR that was lodged
on August 17, 2022. 
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From Page 1
“He will not make any com-
ment with regard to his role
in the present case; and will
not interact with any of the
witnesses and/or have access
to any official files connect-
ed with the case,” the top
court said.
“Given the importance, we
reject the argument raised on
behalf of the prosecution
that  grant  of  inter im
bail/release on this account
would be giving a premium
of placing the politicians in
a benefic position compared
to ordinary citizens of this
country. While examining

the question of grant of
interim bail/release, the
courts always take into con-
sideration the peculiarities
associated with the person in
question and the surround-
ing circumstances. In fact, to
ignore the same would be
iniquitous and wrong,” the
bench said in its order.
The apex court, while grant-
ing Kejriwal the relief said
there is no doubt about the
fact that serious accusations
have been made against him
but he has not been convict-
ed yet.”He does not have
any criminal antecedents.
He is not a threat to society,”

the bench said.
“It is no gain saying that the
general elections to the Lok
Sabha are the most signifi-
cant and important event
this year, as they should be in
a national election year.
Between 650-700 million
voters out of an electorate of
about 970 million will cast
their  votes to elect  the
Government of this country
for the next five years,” the
bench said.
“The prosecution has right-
ly pointed out that the appel-
lant -Kejriwal had failed to
appear in spite of nine (9)
notices/summons, first of

which was issued in October
2023. This is a negative fac-
tor, but there are several
other facets which we are
required to take into con-
sideration. The appellant -
Kejr iwal  i s  the  Chie f
Minister of Delhi and a
leader of one of the nation-
al parties. No doubt, serious
accusations have been made,
but he has not been convict-
ed. He does not have any
criminal antecedents. He is
not a threat to society,” it
said.
“The investigation in the
present case has remained
pending since August 2022.

Kejriwal was arrested, as
noted above, on 21.03.2024.
More importantly, legality
and validity of the arrest
itself is under challenge
before this court and we are
yet to finally pronounce on
the same. 
The situation cannot be
compared with harvesting
crops or pleading to look
after business affairs. In this
background, once the matter
is subjudice and the ques-
tions relating to legality of
arrest are under considera-
tion, a more holistic and
libertarian view is justified,
in the background that the

18th Lok Sabha General
Elections are being held,” it
said.
“Twenty-one days… should
not make any difference,”
Justice Khanna noted, saying
the ED case was registered in
August 2022 while the Chief
Minister was arrested on
March 21 this  year.”He
(Kejriwal) was out there for
one-and-a-half-years. 
He could have been arrested
earlier or after but nothing
such thing happened,” the
bench told the ED.
“The grant of interim bail
will not be treated as an
expression of opinion on the

merits of the case or the
criminal                appeal
which is                pending
consideration before us,” the
bench said.
“As the appeal is pending
before us, we do not think it
would be proper for us to
direc t  the  app el lant  -
Kejriwal to approach the
tr ia l  cour t  for  inter im
bail/release. 
This may not be apt in view
of the legal issues and con-
tentions that  are under
examination and considera-
tion before us,” it said.
As soon as the bench assem-
bled for pronouncing the

order,  Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta pointed out
that  radica l  preacher
Amritpal Singh, who is cur-
rently lodged in Assam’s
Dibrugarh jail under the
National Security Act, has
approached the Government
for contesting the elections.
“Now we have  b een
approached by Amritpal
Singh. 
That’s our concern. I could
not find any precedent to
assist the court on this
(interim bail for poll cam-
paigning). A person is being
released for election cam-
paigning,” he told the bench.

From Page 1
“Indian National Congress dissociates itself completely from and
disagrees totally with some remarks made by Aiyar a few months
back which have been revived today by the BJP in its attempt to
deflect attention from Prime Minister Modi’s daily goof ups. Aiyar
does not speak for the party in any capacity whatsoever,” said
Khera.Uploading a video of External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar,
Khera said, “If old videos are to be used, here is a not so old video
where the External Affairs Minister is publicly advising India to be
afraid of China.”

From Page 1
Police had recommended
dropping the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act case
against Brij Bhushan, but
charged him with sexual
harassment and stalking in a
separate case lodged on the
basis of a complaint by six
women wrestlers. Police had
recommended cancellation
of the complaint involving
the minor wrestler, saying
“no corroborative evidence”
was found.

The POCSO Act provides
for a minimum
imprisonment of three years,
depending on the sections
under which a crime has
been registered. The closure
report notwithstanding, the
court has to take a call on
whether to accept it or order
further investigation.

From Page 1
As per the IMD, a region
undergoes a heatwave if the
maximum temperature
reaches at least 40 degrees
Celsius or more for plains and
at least 30 degrees Celsius or
more for Hilly regions.
Qualitatively speaking,
heatwave is a condition of air
temperature which becomes
fatal to the human body when
exposed.
Earlier, the IMD had
predicted that heatwave to
severe heatwave conditions
have taken its grip in various
parts of India in recent
months. Some parts of
Gangetic West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu, Odisha and Telangana
saw maximum temperatures
settling 3-5 degrees Celsius
above normal. The mercury
settled above 44 degrees
Celsius in at least 10 places in
these States last week. 
Prior to that, the Met

Department had said above-
normal maximum
temperatures were likely over
most parts of the country in
May and a significantly high
number of heatwave days
expected over the northern
plains, central region and
adjoining areas of peninsular
India.April witnessed record-
smashing maximum
temperatures in east,
northeast and south
peninsular India, prompting
health warnings from
government agencies and
some states to suspend in-
person classes in schools.
The IMD data shows that
heatwaves this April were far
worse than in 2023, the
warmest year on record so far.
In Delhi, the weather
department predicted rain for
this week, even as the
maximum temperature in the
national Capital touched 42
degrees Celsius on Tuesday.
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From Page 1
“Utterances from president of national political party
attacking the very credibility of the electoral steps and
processes can have a negative impact on voter
participation and can be seen as a means to deter an
elector from exercising their franchise and/or
demoralising the huge number of election staff and
machinery which is mainly drawn from the respective
State Governments… Commission wishes you to
appreciate that your comments/observations/allegations
given in the aforesaid post borders on vitiating the
constitutionally mandated work of ECI,” Senior Principal
Secretary Sumit Mukherjee in the EC wrote to  Kharge in
its response.
Highlighting the factual timeline of voter turnout data
release from the 2019 general elections onwards, the EC
dismissed any suggestion of delay or mismanagement.
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Storm lashes across...
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Two get life imprisonment in activist Dabholkar murder case 
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TV serial ‘Taarak Mehta Ka
Ooltah Chashmah’ fame

actor Gurucharan Singh, who
played Roshan Singh Sodhi’s
character, was using 27 sepa-
rate email accounts in the fear
of being “surveillanced” by
someone. Investigation by the
Delhi  Police on Friday
revealed that the mystery sur-
rounding his disappearance
has become deeper with new
information being found.
According to a police officer,
who is privy to the investiga-
tion, the actor was having a
suspicion of being “surveil-
lanced” for which he would
often change his  email
accounts. The 51-year-old
actor was supposed to board
a flight from Delhi to Mumbai
on April 22 evening but never
reached his destination. His
father, who lives in Palam,

informed the local police after
his phone was found to be
unreachable.
A case under section 365
(kidnapping or abduction
with intent to convey out of
India or secretly confine per-
son) of the IPC was registered
at Palam police station on
April 26. A police team has
been tasked to trace his loca-
tion from the mobile phone
which he was carrying, a
police officer said.
The off icer said Singh’s
mobile phone has been

switched off since 9:22 pm on
April 22. On the basis of
CCTV footage, his last loca-
tion was tracked to Dabri in
southwest Delhi where he
reached in an e-rickshaw,
hired from near IGI airport.
The actor used to carry two
mobile phones. But he left one
of them at his home in Delhi.
He made the last call to his
friend, who was supposed to
pick him at the Mumbai air-
port, another officer said.
Scanning his financial trans-
actions from his  bank
accounts and credit cards,
the police found that the last
transaction was of Rs 14,000,
which he withdrew from one
of his bank accounts on the
day he went missing. 
The police officer said Singh’s
financial condition was not
sound, as he had several loans
and dues on him.
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The Delhi High Court on
Friday directed the MCD

and the DDA to shut down
forthwith the coaching centres
operating in violation of the
fire safety norms.  A bench
headed by Justice Yashwant
Varma, which had earlier
ordered inspection of coach-
ing centres in Mukherjee
Nagar by a team of lawyers,
also asked the authorities to re-
locate electrical equipment
installed outside their premis-
es which may be potentially
dangerous to the public.
The order came on a batch of
petitions on the operation of
coaching centres in the area,
including a case the high court
had registered on its own after
taking cognisance of an inci-
dent of fire that broke out at
one of them in June 2023.
Amicus curiae Gautam
Narayan told the court that the
inspection, which was carried

out on two occasions in April,
revealed that a few coaching
centres that the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
claimed had shut down were
still functioning under a new
management or name.
Narayan said these premises

were in non-compliance with
the fire safety requirements,
and in one instance, an elec-
trical board was found
installed at the very entrance,

blocking the way in case of a
fire.
The court pulled up the MCD
for failing to take note of such
coaching centres in spite of its
earlier direction to close down
institutes which are in viola-
tion of fire safety norms, and
directed it to immediately take
action against them.
“Someone is wanting to play

games? You are trying to nit-
pick. The direction was to

shut it down. Don’t say any-
thing now. You shut it down.
The amicus is doing the job
which the MCD should be
doing. You created this mess.
You will shut down all four
properties which have been
identified,” the bench, also
comprising Justice Ravinder
Dudeja, said.
“In light of apparent violation
of sealing directions issued by
us, we direct the MCD/DDA
(Delhi Development
Authority) to take action
forthwith and premises are
sealed,” the bench ordered.
The high court had earlier

said “fire safety is a must” and
all coaching centres must
either comply with their statu-
tory requirements under the
Delhi Master Plan, 2021 and
other applicable regulations or
face closure.
On Friday, the court also clar-
ified that the “character” of a
building for the purposes of its
identification as an educa-
tional building and the applic-

ability of the fire safety norms
has to be determined by its
“use”, and asked the MCD,
DDA and The Delhi Fire
Service (DFS) to undertake a
fresh survey to identify non-
compliant coaching centres
within four weeks.
On a prima facie evaluation,

the court finds that it is the
expression “used for” in
Unified Building Bye Laws
which would be determinative
of character as an education-
al building and therefore in
case of buildings which may be
falling in other general cate-
gory but are used for school,
coaching etc with over 20 stu-
dents, it is the norms of edu-
cational buildings that will
get attracted, it said.
Last year, the high court had
registered a case on its own
after taking suo motu cogni-
sance of a fire incident at a
coaching centre in Mukherjee
Nagar in June during which
students were seen climbing
down the building using ropes.

Shut down coaching centres violating fire safety norms: HC to MCD, DDA
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Following is the chronology
of events in the Delhi excise

policy-linked money-launder-
ing case in which the Supreme
Court on Friday granted inter-
im bail to Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal till June 1 to
campaign in the Lok Sabha
elections:
* November 2021: Delhi gov-
ernment introduces new excise
policy.
* July 2022: Lt Governor VK
Saxena recommends Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)

probe into alleged irregularities
in formulation and implemen-
tation of policy.
* August 2022: CBI and
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
register cases in connection
with alleged irregularities.
* September 2022: Delhi gov-
ernment scraps excise policy.
* October 30, 2023: ED sends
first summons to Kejriwal in
money-laundering case for
appearance on November 2.
* December 2023: ED issues
two more summonses to
Kejriwal for questioning on
December 21 and January 3.

* January 2024: Two more
summonses sent to Kejriwal by
ED for January 18 and
February 2.
* February 3: ED files com-
plaint against Kejriwal before
magisterial court for skipping
summonses.
* February 7: Magisterial court
summons Kejriwal on ED
complaint.
* February: ED issues sum-
monses for appearance of
Kejriwal on February 19,
February 26 and March 4.
* March 7: Magisterial court
issues summons to Kejriwal on

ED’s fresh complaint against
him for evading summonses.
* March 15: Sessions court
refuses to stay proceedings
against Kejriwal for skipping

summons.
* March 16: Magisterial court
grants bail to Kejriwal in ED’s
complaints against him for
skipping summons after he

appears before it.
* March 21: Delhi HC refuses
to grant protection from arrest
to Kejriwal on his petition
challenging summonses issued
to him. ED arrests Kejriwal
shortly after.
* March 23: Kejriwal moves
Delhi HC challenging his arrest
by ED and trial court order
remanding him in agency’s
custody.
* April 9: HC dismisses
Kejriwal’s petition against arrest
by ED.
* April 10: Kejriwal moves SC
challenging HC order uphold-

ing his arrest by ED.
* April 15: SC seeks response
from ED by April 24 on
Kejriwal’s plea challenging his
arrest.
* April 24: ED tells SC that
Kejriwal led investigating offi-
cer through his conduct “to
form the satisfaction” that he is
guilty of money laundering.
* April 27: Kejriwal tells SC that
his “illegal arrest” in case con-
stitutes an unprecedented
assault on tenets of democra-
cy based on “free and fair elec-
tions” and “federalism”.
* April 29: SC questions non-

appearance of Kejriwal before
ED despite repeated sum-
monses for recording of state-
ments, and asks if he can chal-
lenge arrest on grounds of
non-recording of his version.
* May 3: SC says it may con-
sider granting interim bail to
Kejriwal in view of ongoing
Lok Sabha elections.
* May 8: SC says it will pro-
nounce order on interim bail to
Kejriwal on May 10.
* May 10: SC grants interim
bail to Kejriwal till June 1, says
he will have to surrender and
go back to jail on June 2. 
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The AAP and INDIA bloc
leaders rejoiced in cele-

brations in the national capi-
tal  on Friday after the
Supreme Court granted inter-
im bail to Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal till June 1,
saying his release from judicial
custody will pave the way for
“big changes” in the country.
Jubilant workers danced and
raised slogans such as “Jail ke
taale toot gaye, Kejriwal ji
choot gaye” (Locks of jail bro-
ken, Kejriwal is freed) outside
the AAP’s office in Delhi.
The party thanked the
Supreme Court for granting
interim bail to the AAP chief.
The former IRS officer and
Kejriwal’s wife Sunita, who has
stepped into the limelight
since her husband’s arrest on
March 21, said Kejriwal’s
release on interim bail is ‘vic-
tory of democracy’ and attrib-
uted the relief as the result of
prayers and blessings of mil-
lions of people. “Hanuman ji
ki jai. This is the victory of
democracy. It is the result of
the prayers and blessings of
millions of people. Many
thanks to everyone,” Sunita
said in a post on X (formerly
Twitter).
At a joint press conference,
senior AAP leader and Delhi
Minister Saurabh Bharadwaj

described the interim bail as
a blessing of Lord Hanuman
to his devotee Kejriwal. He
said, “Kejriwal’s interim bail
after 40 days is no less than a
miracle. There is also a divine
hint that prevailing condi-
tions are going to change in
the country. His release will
pave the way for big changes
in the country.”
Following the apex court’s
decision, AAP cancelled all its
meetings and programmes in
the city ahead of the Lok
Sabha 2024 elections, which is
slated to be held in Delhi on
May 25. MLA Dilip Pandey
and AAP candidate for East
Delhi Kuldeep Kumar’s inter-
action with a group of doctors
in Patparganj, MLA Ritiraj
Jha’s Sankalp sabha in Sangam
Vihar, AAP Delhi Convenor
and Delhi Minister Gopal
Rai’s Sankalp Sabha in Matiala

and Vikaspuri and Senior
AAP leader and Delhi
Minister Atishi, MCD Mayor
Shelly Oberoi, MLA Rakhir
Birla and Women wing
President Sarika Chaudhary’s
event of forming a human
chain were in the list of pro-
grammes that were called off
following the relief  by
Supreme Court.
Party’s Delhi unit convener
Gopal Rai said all people in
the country who love democ-
racy are overjoyed with the
top court’s verdict and it is a
ray of hope for them. “The SC
verdict has not only provided
interim bail to Kejriwal, it has
also ensured victor y of
democracy and the constitu-
tion,” he said.
Senior AAP leader and Delhi
Minister Atishi described the
top court’s decision as a vic-
tory for truth and democracy

in the country and said, “I
want to appeal to people that
this is the last chance to save
democracy through the power
of vote and replace dictator-
ship in the country.”
Claiming that dictatorship
will end, Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh said, “Truth can
be troubled but not defeated
(‘Satya pareshan ho sakta hai,
parajit nahin’). The decision of
the Hon’ble Supreme Court is
welcome. Dictatorship will
end. Satyamev Jayate.” Talking
to the media, AAP MLA
Durgesh Pathak said, “We
welcome the Supreme Court
order. Satyamev Jayete! The
dictatorship will end.”
Congress, AAP’s alliance part-
ner in Delhi, also welcomed
the decision of the apex court
stating this will boost the
faith of the people in democ-
racy. Delhi Congress Chief
Devender Yadav said, “We
have been saying that the BJP
and its leaders have caged the
establishments of democracy.
Because of this, the sitting
CMs were sent to jail. I appre-
ciate the Supreme Court’s
order of granting (interim)
bail to Arvind Kejriwal. This
will boost the faith of people
in democracy.”
The decision of the Supreme
Court, for letting Kejriwal
campaign for the upcoming
Lok Sabha 2024 elections, will
strengthen the alliance, he

said. “We are into an alliance
and in an alliance, wherever
someone is needed, we have to
stand with them. All the seven
(Lok Sabha seats) are our
responsibility. We will try that
the joint campaign, which
has got strength now, will get
stronger by this decision,”
Yadav claimed.
Congress candidate Kanhaiya
Kumar from Northeast Delhi
constituency welcomed the
SC decision and said that the
INDIA bloc’s war for justice
continues. On X (formerly
Twitter), he said, “I welcome
the decision of the Hon’ble
Supreme Court to grant inter-
im bai l  to Delhi  Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.
This is a big decision to pro-
tect the constitutional rights
of citizens. INDIA alliance’s
war for justice continues, the
real victory will be achieved
on June 4 by uprooting this
anti-constitutional govern-
ment.”
A bench of justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta
said Kejriwal, arrested in a
money laundering case linked
to the alleged excise policy
scam, will have to surrender
and go back to jail on June 2.
The matter relates to the
alleged corruption and money
laundering in the formulation
and execution of the Delhi
government’s now scrapped
excise policy for 2021-22.

AAP celebrates Kejriwal’s freedom
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In an apparent reaction to the
Supreme Court’s decision

to grant interim bail to Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, senior BJP leader
Vinay Sahasrabuddhe on
Friday said “the lordships”
have made themselves a part
of the campaign by picking a
side right in the middle of the
elections. “By picking a side
right in the middle of elec-
tions, the lordships that be
have made themselves a part
of the campaign. When the
billion ballots speak, they may
not like it,” he wrote on X.
This comes after the Supreme
Court granted interim bail to
Kejriwal till June 1 to cam-
paign in the ongoing Lok
Sabha elections.  Reacting to
the decision, BJP spokesperson
Shahnawaz Hussain said bail
does not amount to acquittal
and asserted that Kejriwal’s
release will have no impact on
the elections.  The BJP will win
all seven seats in Delhi, he told
reporters in Patna.
Meanwhile, Delhi BJP said
the bail is not proof of being
innocent and sometimes even
criminals are released on
parole. BJP candidate from
South Delhi Parliamentary
seat and Leader of Opposition
in Delhi Assembly, Ramvir

Singh Bidhuri said the
Supreme Court has only grant-
ed Arvind Kejriwal interim
bail for 20 days. “Such bail is
also granted to dangerous
criminals for specific purpos-
es. In the eyes of the Supreme
Court, Kejriwal is an accused,
hence several conditions have
been imposed on him,” he
said. Bidhuri stated that the
Aam Aadmi Party is celebrat-
ing Kejriwal’s bail as though
the court has exonerated him.
Today, they are shouting the
slogan “Satyamev Jayate”
(truth alone triumphs), and
from June 2, they will start
claiming that the constitution
is in danger because Kejriwal
has to return to jail.
Delhi BJP President Virendra
Sachdeva said that while the
BJP respects the Supreme
Court’s decision, getting inter-
im bail does not mean that
Delhi’s Chief Minister is free
of guilt. “Sometimes even
criminals are released on
parole, and this is a legal
process, so it does not prove
that Arvind Kejriwal, who
was the main culprit in the
multi-million rupee liquor
scam, is innocent today,”
Sachdeva said.
Further, Sachdeva asserted
that truth can’t be defeated. He
said, “The truth may have
been delayed but it’s not

defeated because the truth is
that only Arvind Kejriwal is
responsible for the liquor scam
in Delhi, pushing youth into
addiction, and bringing in a
new liquor policy to fill his
pockets.”
Attacking the AAP for “por-
traying that the AAP chief has
been acquitted of his charges
in the alleged excise policy
linked money laundering
scam”, Sachdeva said, “The
way Aam Aadmi Party leaders
are trying to portray that
Arvind Kejriwal has been
acquitted, they are once again
misleading the people of Delhi
and betraying them,” adding
that the people of Delhi under-
stand that whether it is a
liquor scam or other scandals
in Delhi, Kejriwal is the mas-
termind behind all of them.
Taking a jibe at AAP for cre-
ating a stir for jailed Chief
Minister, he said, “AAP has no
local issues for the elections
because as a state govern-
ment, they have done nothing
in the last 10 years. So they
created a stir in the name of
Arvind Kejriwal being jailed
and are now trying to create a
deceptive atmosphere of com-
ing out of jail, which the peo-
ple of Delhi will not buy. BJP
candidates will win all seven
seats in the upcoming elec-
tions.”
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Turning up the heat in the
national Capital’s atmos-

phere ahead of Lok Sabha 2024
elections, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal walked out of
Tihar Jail on Friday following
the Supreme Court granting
him interim bail till June 1 for
election campaigning, while
stating that he is fighting with
all his might to defeat dicta-
torship.
As the jailed AAP supremo
marched out of Asia’s biggest
prison, scores of party workers
and supporters broke into cel-
ebration to welcome their
leader by gathering outside
the Tihar jail. Kejriwal left
from Tihar in his convoy. He
was accompanied by his wife
Sunita Kejriwal, his daughter
Harshita and AAP Rajya Sabha
MP Sandeep Pathak.
Workers and leaders of his
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) had
gathered outside the prison
complex to welcome him.
Kejriwal left from Tihar in his
convoy. Clad in yellow T-shirts,
AAP supporters danced to
dhol beats and fed each other
sweets at the party office here
on Friday as they celebrated the

Supreme Court’s decision to
grant Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal interim bail in
a money laundering case.
Slogans like “Jail ke taale toot
gaye, Kejriwal ji choot gaye”,
“Modi ji ja rahe hain, Kejriwal
ji aa rahe hain,” and “Dekho

dekho kon aaya, sher aaya
sher aaya” rent the air at the
AAP office. Many supporters
carried posters with slogans
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi written on
them.
AAP chief expressed his hap-

piness with the apex court’s
decision and said, “I feel real-
ly happy today being between
all of you. I said I would come
early, and I have kept my
words. First and foremost, I
want to bow down to the feet
of Lord Hanuman since I am

amongst you all because of the
blessings of Him,” he said.
He further thanked all the
people and citizens for sending
him blessings and seeking his
well being in their prayers. “I
want to thank the Supreme
Court and the judges because

of whom I am among you all.
My only request to you all is
that we all have to come
together to save the country
from dictatorship. I am fight-
ing with my body, mind and
money against the dictatorship
. But 140 crore people will also

have to fight against dictator-
ship,” Kejriwal said, while his
supporters fluttered AAP flags
and burst crackers to rejoice in
this relief by the apex court.
There was visible enthusiasm
in the air with drums beating
and public wearing AAP hats

and t-shirts.
The Chief Minister looked in
an election mood as soon as he
stepped out and also shared his
plans for election campaigning
starting Saturday. He said that
he will visit Hanuman temple
in the morning followed by a
press conference in the party
office. “Tomorrow morning
we will meet in Hanuman
temple in Connaught Place at
11 pm and seek His blessings.
And then we will have a press
conference in the party office
at 1 pm. Please come in big
numbers to the temple and also
come to the party office,” he
said, while ending his address
to the public with the slogan
‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’.
In a major relief to the AAP
national convenor, the
Supreme Court on Friday
granted him interim bail till
June 1 to campaign for the
ongoing Lok Sabha election.
Arrested in a money launder-
ing case linked to the alleged
Delhi excise policy scam,
Kejriwal will have to surrender
and go back to prison on June
2. June 1 is the last day of the
seven-phase Lok Sabha elec-
tion. Votes will be counted on
June 4. 

I want to bow down to Lord Hanuman: Kejriwal after release
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The Institute of Cost Accountants of
India (ICMAI) has sought inclusion of

Cost Accountants as auditors within
specific sections of the Multi-State
Cooperative Societies Act, 2002. The
proposal aims at enhancing the
effectiveness of cooperative societies in
India.
In response to this proposal, Dr Ashish
Kumar Bhutani, Secretary Cooperation,
assured the ICMAI delegation of giving
thorough consideration to their proposal.
Additionally, he also expressed his
willingness to explore collaborative
initiatives between the Ministry and the
Institute, indicating openness to
cooperation and partnership in this
endeavor.
This assurance from Dr Bhutani came
during an event where he unveiled the
inaugural edition of the Quarterly Journal

of the Cooperative Development Board
(CDB) of the ICMAI. The event,
organized by ICMAI in collaboration with
the National Council for Cooperative
Training (NCCT), also saw the signing of
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between the two entities.
Dr Bhutani commended the collaborative
efforts of ICMAI and NCCT, recognizing
them as proactive think tanks and valuable
knowledge repositories. He, along with
Mohan Kumar Mishra, Secretary of
NCCT, signed the first copy of the journal,
highlighting the commitment of both

organizations to the growth and
development of the cooperative sector in
India. During the event, ICMAI and
NCCT officials briefed Dr. Bhutani on
their strategic roadmap, which
encompassed four key pillars aimed at
supporting the government’s efforts in
advancing the cooperative sector.
According to the ICMAI officials, it is
advocating for Cost Accountants to be
recognized as auditors under two specific
sections of the Multi-State Cooperative
Societies Act, 2002. These are Section
72(1) under which  Cost Accountants
could potentially be appointed as auditors
for such societies, allowing them to
conduct audits and assess the financial
performance and compliance of these
organizations while Section 77(1) may
relate to the appointment of special
auditors for specific purposes or
circumstances, such as investigations or
special reports.

ICMAI seeks inclusion of Cost Accountants
as auditors within Cooperative Societies Act
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An NGO has moved the
Supreme Court seeking a

direction to the Election
Commission (ECI) to upload
polling station-wise voter
turnout data in “absolute fig-
ures” on its website within 48
hours of conclusion of polling
for each phase of the ongoing
Lok Sabha elections.

The Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR)
has filed an interim application
in its 2019 PIL seeking direc-
tions to the poll panel that
“scanned legible copies of Form
17C Part-I (Account of Votes
Recorded)” of all polling sta-
tions be uploaded immediate-
ly after the polls.

“Direct the Election
Commission to provide tabu-
lated polling station-wise data
in absolute figures of the num-
ber of votes polled as recorded
in Form 17C Part- I after each
phase of polling in the on-
going 2024 Lok Sabha elections
and also a tabulation of con-
stituency-wise figures of voter
turnout in absolute numbers in
the on-going 2024 Lok Sabha
elections,” the NGO said. It said
the plea was filed to ensure that
the democratic process is not
subverted by electoral irregu-

larities.
“The voter turn-out data for

the first two phases of the
ongoing 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions published by ECI on
April 30 has been published
after 11 days of the first phase
of polling held on April 19 and
4 days after second phase of
polling held on April 26.
“The data as published by the
ECI in its press release dated
April 30, 2024 shows a sharp
increase (by about 5-6%) as
compared to the initial per-
centages announced by ECI as
of 7 pm on the day of polling,”
the plea said.
The petition said the “inordi-

nate” delay in the release of
final voter turnout data, cou-
pled with the unusually high
revision of over 5 per cent in
the poll panel’s press note of
April 30, 2024 has raised con-

cerns and public suspicion
regarding the correctness of the
said data.
The non-release of absolute

number of votes polled, cou-
pled with the “unreasonable
delay” in release of votes polled
data, has led to apprehensions
in the mind of the electorate
about the sharp increase
between initial data and data
released on April 30, it said.
“These apprehensions must be
addressed and put to rest. That
in order to uphold the voter’s
confidence it is necessary that
the ECI be directed to disclose
on its website scanned legible
copies of Form 17C Part- I
(Account of Votes Recorded) of
all polling stations which con-
tains the authenticated figures
for votes polled, within 48
hours of the close of polling,”
it said.
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Indian Coast Guard (ICG)
and Hindalco Industries

has inked a
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)here
for the manufacturing and
supply of indigenous marine-
grade aluminum to Indian
public and private shipyards
for the construction of ships.
Giving details here on Friday,
defence ministry officials said
the MOU inked on Thursday
will also provide benefits such
as quarterly pricing, priority
in supplies and turnover dis-
count.
The ICG fleet is presently

operating 67 ships with alu-
minum hull with capability of
operating in shallow waters.
To further boost coastal secu-
rity, it has planned to induct
more such vessels where the
indigenously manufactured
marine-grade aluminium will
be utilised.

The MoU was signed by
Deputy Director General
(Materiel &
Maintenance), ICG IG HK
Sharma and CEO,
Downstream Aluminum
Business, Hindalco Nilesh
Koul in the presence of senior
officials of the ICG.
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Opposition leaders on
Friday welcomed the

interim bail given to Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
by the Supreme Court, saying
the “fight to save democracy”
will now be with more inten-
sity.        Congress leader Pawan
Khera hoped former Jharkhand
chief minister Hemant Soren
also gets due justice.
“We welcome the intervention
by the Supreme Court in grant-
ing bail to Arvind Kejriwal...We
also hope that the prime min-
ister gets enough time after
June 4, when he becomes the
former prime minister of India,
to introspect sitting in
Sabarmati Ashram the kind of
politics he has indulged in,” he
said.

West Bengal Chief Minister
and Trinamool Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee also wel-
comed the Supreme Court
order, saying “I am very happy
to see that Shri Arvind Kejriwal
has got interim bail. It will be
very helpful in the context of
the current elections.”
Sharad Pawar, who heads the
NCP (SP), said the country
remains steadfast in the pursuit
of democracy. “I welcome the
interim bail order granted to
the chief minister of Delhi,
Arvind Kejriwal by the SC.
India remains steadfast in the
pursuit of democracy,” Pawar
wrote on X.
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Priyanka Chaturvedi called it a
“big win” for Kejriwal. “And big
win for Arvind Kejriwal ji as SC
steps in to grant him interim
bail. The bid to silence the

opposition by BJP is backfiring
on them. We Won’t be silenced,
won’t bend, won’t give in come
what may. Bharat is watching,
India is winning! Jai Hind!” she
wrote on X.
Another Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Aaditya Thackeray said
justice and relief to Kejriwal
against the “dictatorial regime”
in the country was a huge sign
of winds of change.
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann said they will
now fight the battle to save
democracy with more intensi-
ty.  In a post on X, he said,
“Thanks to the Supreme
Court... Now we will fight the
battle to save democracy with
more intensity... Arvind
Kejriwal is not a person but a
thought...And now will take
this thought forward with
greater momentum.”

The AAP leaders in Punjab
also hailed the Supreme Court
decision to grant interim bail to
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, saying truth always
triumphs.
Punjab Cabinet Minister
Chetan Singh Jauramajra
thanked the apex court for
granting interim bail to the
AAP supremo.
“Truth always triumphs,” said
Jauramajra.
Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema said he
was grateful to the top court for
upholding justice. “Today’s
interim bail order for Arvind
Kejriwal by Hon’ble Supreme
Court reaffirms the honesty
and integrity of the AAP.
Grateful to the judiciary for
upholding justice. Arvind Ji’s
presence among us will give all
of us energy and vigour to fight

and win,” said Cheema in a post
on X.
Another minister Balbir Singh
said with Kejriwal getting inter-
im bail, a wave of happiness has
spread among party workers.
“Millions of prayers have been
answered. I thank the Supreme
Court,” said Singh as he
accused the BJP of trying to
suppress the truth. “But the
truth has won,” the health min-
ister said.
Earlier in the day, the Supreme
Court granted interim bail to
Kejriwal till June 1 to campaign
in the ongoing Lok Sabha elec-
tions. The Delhi chief minister
was arrested in a case relating
to alleged corruption and
money laundering in the for-
mulation and execution of the
Delhi government’s now-
scrapped excise policy for
2021-22.

Opposition welcomes SC order granting interim bail to Kejriwal
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By allowing political space to
Khalistani separatist ele-

ments, the Canadian govern-
ment is sending a message that
its vote bank is “more powerful”
than its rule of law, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
said.
In an exclusive interview to
PTI late Thursday, Jaishankar
said India respects and practices
freedom of speech, but that
does not equate with freedom to
threaten foreign diplomats,
extend support to separatism or
allow political space to elements
advocating violence.
The external affairs minister
also wondered how people with
dubious backgrounds are being
allowed to enter and live in
Canada, referring to Khalistani
supporters among the Sikh
migrants from Punjab.
“In any rules-based society, you
would imagine that you would
check people’s background, how
they came, what passport they
carried etc,” he said.
“If you have people whose pres-
ence there is itself on very dubi-

ous documents, what does it say
about you? It actually says that
your vote bank is more power-
ful than your rule of law,” the
minister said.
The Indian diaspora in Canada
is about 1.8 million strong and
there are another one million
Non Resident Indians residing
in the country. The Indian dias-
pora, mostly of Sikh ethnicity, is
considered an influential bloc in
Canada’s politics.
Ties between India and Canada
came under severe strain fol-
lowing Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s alle-
gations in September last year of

the “potential” involvement of
Indian agents in the killing of
Nijjar.
New Delhi rejected Trudeau’s
charges as “absurd”. India has
been maintaining that the main
issue has been that of Canada
giving space to pro-Khalistani
elements operating from
Canadian soil with impunity.
“It is not so much a question of
running out of options. What we
have seen to our regret has been
the direction of Canadian poli-
tics where separatists and
extremist forces, many of whom
openly advocate violence, have
been given political space in that

country,” Jaishankar said.
“And there are people in posi-
tions of prominence today in
Canadian politics who actually
espouse that kind of separatism
and extremism,” he said.
His remarks came in response to
a question on how India plans
to deal with challenges emanat-
ing from Canada and whether
the options for New Delhi are
running out.
“We cannot for the good rela-
tions overlook that,” he said dur-
ing the freewheeling interview at
PTI’s headquarters. Jaishankar
said Canada’s response to India’s
concerns has been that it has
freedom of speech.
“Whenever we have taken this
up with the Canadians..It is not
a new issue... It has been going
on almost for 10 years and they
keep saying, oh ‘we have free-
dom of speech’.”
“We also have freedom of speech
in our country. But freedom of
speech does not mean freedom
to threaten foreign diplomats,
freedom of speech does not
mean the kind of positions and
the kind of activities which
people in Canada are doing

which does harm to our coun-
try because of its support for
separatism,” Jaishankar said.
“And freedom of speech does
not mean this kind of space
which is also given to people of
various dubious backgrounds -
- people associated with organ-
ised crime and so on,” the exter-
nal affairs minister added.
In the last few months, India has
been expressing concerns over
the security of its diplomats in
Canada and calling on Ottawa
to ensure that they are able to
carry out their responsibilities
without fear.
There have been instances of
pro-Khalistani elements threat-
ening to harm Indian diplomats.
Days after Trudeau’s allegations
in September last, India asked
Ottawa to downsize its diplo-
matic presence in the country to
ensure parity. Canada subse-
quently withdrew 41 diplomats
and their family members from
India.India has been asserting
that its “core issue” with Canada
remains that of the space given
to separatists, terrorists and
anti-India elements in that coun-
try.
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Vice Admiral Sanjay Bhalla
on Friday here assumed

charge as  Chief of Personnel
(CoP) of Indian Navy. He was
commissioned in the Indian
Navy in 1989. In a career span-
ning 35 years, he has held a
number of specialist, staff and
operational appointments, both
afloat and ashore, navy said.
After completing his
Specialisation Course in
Communication and Electronic
Warfare, Bhalla served as a spe-
cialist onboard several frontline
warships. He subsequently had
the privilege of holding chal-
lenging, fulfilling and eventful
Commands at sea, which
include, INS Nishank, INS
Taragiri, INS Beas and the cov-
eted appointment of Flag Officer
Commanding Eastern Fleet
(FOCEF).
During his tenure as FOCEF, he
was the Officer in Tactical
Command for the prestigious

President’s Fleet Review (PFR -
22) and the Sea Phase of Indian
Navy’s flagship multinational
exercise MILAN - 22, that wit-
nessed an unprecedented par-
ticipation from friendly foreign
countries.  Ashore, he has held
important staff appointments at
the Naval Headquarters includ-
ing Assistant Chief of Personnel
(Human Resource
Development); headed Officers
training at Naval Academy, and
has held a diplomatic assign-
ment overseas. Prior to assum-
ing charge as the COP, he was

the Chief of Staff of the Western
Naval Command.
An alumnus of Royal College of
Defence Studies, London, Naval
War College and Defence
Services Staff College,
Wellington, his educational
accomplishments include M
Phil (Defence & Strategic
Studies), Masters in
International Security and
Strategic Studies from the Kings
College, London, M.Sc (Defence
& Strategic Studies), Madras
University and M.Sc (Telecom)
from CUSAT.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said some

in the opposition want to
bury him alive, but people of
the country are his security
shield and they won’t let any
harm come to him. Lashing
out at the opposition Shiv
Sena (UBT) headed by former
Maharashtra CM Uddhav
Thackeray, the BJP stalwart
asserted the “nakli (fake) Shiv 
Sena” abuses him in such a
way that it pleases its
“favourite vote-bank”. 
“The nakli Shiv Sena wants to
bury me alive. They abuse me
in such a way that it is liked by
their favourite vote-bank.
They also take a bomb blast
accused for election
campaigning,” Modi said

while addressing a campaign
rally in north Maharashtra’s
Nandurbar in support of BJP
candidate Hina Gavit. The
BJP on Thursday claimed
1993 serial bomb blasts
accused Iqbal Musa alias Baba
Chauhan was seen in a Lok
Sabha campaign rally of Shiv
Sena (UBT) Mumbai North

West candidate Amol
Kirtikar. 
The allegations were denied
by Musa as well as Kirtikar,
both of whom claimed they
did not know each other. He
maintained the opposition
has lost people’s support and
trust, and that is why their
political space is shrinking.

“People of India are my
security cover. They can’t
bury me alive or dead,” the
PM told the crowd. He was
apparently referring to Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay
Raut’s alleged comments
about “burying him (Modi) in
Maharashtra just like Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb”. 
“The Congress says ‘Modi teri
kabar khudegi’ (Modi, your
grave will be dug). While
abusing me they keep in mind
voter appeasement. (Shiv
Sena founder) Balasaheb
Thackeray must be very sad,”
averred the BJP’s star
campaigner. The Congress is
an ally of the Shiv Sena (UBT)
in Maharashtra. Nandurbar is 
among 11 Lok Sabha seats in
Maharashtra that will go to
polls in the fourth phase on
May 13. 

Opposition wants to bury me alive, but
people are my security shield: Modi ����� )����	5���

BJP chief J P Nadda on
Friday lashed out at the

opposition INDIA alliance,
dubbing it an “assembly of
corrupt” and asking the
people to vote for the saffron
outfit so that the country’s
march on the path of progress
continues.
At a roadshow in Haryana’s
Panchkula, Nadda also
accused the opposition
parties of promoting dynastic
politics.
“Modi says remove
corruption, they (opposition)
say save the corrupt and make
them flourish,” he said at the 
roadshow in favour of BJP’s
Ambala candidate Banto
Kataria.
“Is the Congress a party of
scams or not. Is Lalu’s
(Yadav)’s party a party which
indulged in scam. Did
Mamata (Banerjee) indulge in
scams or not? Did DMK
Stalin’s family indulge in

scams or not? Did K Kavitha
indulge in scam or not? Toh
‘sare bhrashtachariyon ka
jamavda hai’ (assembly of the
corrupt),” Nadda said.
He also noted that many
opposition leaders are either
in jail or on bail.
“Where is Arvind Kejriwal
today. Where is Manish
Sisodia. Where is (AAP’s)
Satyendar Jain. Where is (SP
leader) Azam Khan...Rahul is

on bail, Sonia is on bail, (B S
)Hooda is on bail. Lalu is on
bail. So, either these leaders
are on jail or out on bail,” the
BJP leader said.
Accusing the opposition
parties of promoting dynastic
politics, he claimed they have
no concern for the people.
“Farooq Abdullah wants his
son Omar to become chief
minister. When (former
Punjab Chief Minister

Parkash Singh) Badal sahab
was there (alive) he was busy
making efforts for his son
Sukhbir (Badal). Chautala
family also tried the same.
“Everywhere you see the same
thing. After Mulayam (Singh
Yadav), Akhilesh has
come...(in Bihar) it is
Tejashwi now, Mamata
(Banerjee) sees (her nephew)
Abhishek, KCR sees Kavitha,
Sharad Pawar sees Supriya
Sule, Uddhav sees Aaditya 
Thackeray...They are all
dynastic parties,” he said.
He said India has to be made
a developed nation and for
this we have to strengthen the
hands of the prime minister.
Nadda also spoke at length
about the various
development programmes
and schemes of the BJP-led
NDA government at the 
Centre.
Polling for all the 10 seats in
Haryana will be held in the
sixth phase of elections on
May 25. 

INDIA Bloc seeped in corruption: Nadda
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Former Union Minister
Pashupati Kumar Paras

on Friday squarely blamed
nephew Chirag Paswan for
his non-participation in the
poll campaign in Hajipur,
the seat he currently
represents but is now being
contested by the latter.
Paras also said Chirag, the
son of late Ram Vilas
Paswan, has “never
bothered to come and seek
blessings” from his uncle.
“I have never been invited”,
was the curt reply of Paras,
when he was asked about
his absence in Hajipur from
where Chirag has filed his
nomination. The seat had
earlier been represented by
late Paswan nine times.
Chirag’s Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas) has got
five seats in Bihar as per the
seat-sharing formula
decided by the BJP-led
coalition.
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The formula has left Paras
high and dry and he has
reacted by resigning from the
Union cabinet but chosen to
remain with the BJP-led
NDA. 
“I stay just a few hundred
metres away from the Patna
airport where Chirag goes
almost every day to catch his 
helicopter. He has never
bothered to come and seek

my blessings even though I
am older than him. My party
leaders have been
campaigning for NDA
candidates in Bihar”, said
Paras who leads the
Rashtriya Lok Janshakti
Party (RLJP).



India’s architectural her-
itage reflects a blend of
history, culture and tradi-

tion. In bustling urban envi-
ronments, our heritage mon-
uments stand as timeless
witnesses to our rich past.
However, these architectur-
al marvels often fade into the
background amidst the
vibrant city scenes. Yet,
through the strategic appli-
cation of lighting, these
structures are brought to
life, captivating the imagina-
tion and enhancing their
charm after dusk.
Enhancing Historical
Significance Through
Lighting
Carefully designed external
lighting has the power to
breathe new life into heritage
landmarks, illuminating
their intricate details and his-
torical significance. technol-
ogy, renowned for its ener-
gy efficiency and controlla-
bility, offers a unique oppor-
tunity to showcase these
monuments in a manner
that respects their heritage
while captivating modern
audiences. By leveraging
lighting solutions, cities
across India are revitalizing
their architectural treasures,
ensuring they remain bea-

cons of cultural heritage for
generations to come.
Transforming Indian
Architectural Landscape
with Lighting
From the majestic Sun
Temple in Konark to the
iconic Roomi Gate in
Lucknow, lighting has trans-
formed India’s architectural
scene, infusing these struc-
tures with renewed splen-
dour and magnificence.
Sun Temple, Modhera:
Nestled in the heart of
Gujarat, the Sun Temple
stands as a testament to
ancient craftsmanship and
architectural ingenuity.
Through the application of
dynamic lighting, the tem-
ple’s intricate carvings and
majestic outlines are brought
to life after sunset. Visitors
are mesmerized as the tem-

ple emerges as a radiant
spectacle, inviting them to
embark on a journey
through time and history.
Roomi Gate, Lucknow: As
a symbol of Lucknow’s rich
Mughal heritage, Roomi
Gate exudes grandeur and
historical significance.
Dynamic lighting accentu-
ates the gate’s intricate motifs
and architectural features,
casting a mesmerizing glow
that captivates spectators.
Illuminated against the night
sky, Roomi Gate symbolizes
the city’s cultural legacy,
inviting locals and tourists
alike to marvel at its beauty.
Gujarat Bhawan: Nestled
in the heart of New Delhi,
Gujarat Bhawan serves as a
cultural hub representing
the vibrant heritage of
Gujarat. Through the inte-
gration of dynamic lighting,
the Bhawan transforms,
becoming a luminous tribute
that honours the State’s rich
traditions. The interplay of
light accentuates its distinc-
tive features, creating a cap-
tivating visual narrative for
visitors and passersby.
Signature Bridge: The Delhi
Government’s decision to
illuminate the entire struc-
ture of the Signature Bridge

underscores the city’s com-
mitment to enhancing its
architectural landmarks.
Towering above the city’s
skyline, the bridge now
glows at night, offering a
spectacular view to visitors
and residents alike.
Maryada Purushottam Shri
Ram International Airport,
Ayodhya: This architectural
marvel, features dynamic
lighting that complements its
unique design inspired by
the Nagara style of temple
architecture. Blending mod-
ern facilities with rich cultur-
al heritage, the airport offers
a captivating experience for
travellers and visitors.
Lighting greatly enhances
India’s architectural heritage,
turning historic landmarks
into captivating spectacles.
Embracing this technology
allows cities to showcase
their cultural legacy and
create vibrant public spaces,
enriching the lives of resi-
dents and visitors. As India
progresses, lighting signi-
fies innovation, guiding
towards a brighter future
for its architectural land-
scape.
(The author is the executive
director at Instapower Ltd,

views are personal)
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example of carelessly endorsing a harmful
product is ‘pan masala’ that too on a sports
channel during the live telecast of a crick-
et match watched by millions of youngsters,
highly prone to its habit-forming usage.
The Hon’ble Supreme Court has reiterat-
ed the above guidelines. The Government
needs to punish the celebrities indulging
in misleading promotions under the
Consumer Protection Act by a jail term,
not mere fines to instil responsibility in
them as advocated by the Court.

O Prasada Rao | Hyderabad 
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Madam — Though top football-playing
nations are restricted to Europe, Latin
America and African countries, the beau-
tiful game’s popularity is unmatched in
non-football-playing nations as well. The
game is a universal language, to say so and
has nicely flowered over the decades
through champion players of diverse
socio-economic milieus gathering togeth-
er for a common cause: regale the fans with
skill and perseverance. No surprise, the
lovely game is viewed as a promoter of uni-

versal peace despite the onfield acrimony.
The exhilaration of great players will cap-
tivate fans forever.
No game evokes such intense emotions that
emanate after every goal is scored.
Parallelly, administrators and countries
worldwide have displayed mostly unam-
biguous references towards the game.
Now, in a huge honour to football, the
United Nations General Assembly(UNGA)
has adopted a resolution proclaiming
May 25 as “World Football Day”. May 25
marks the 100th anniversary of the first
ever Football tournament. As aptly
described by a diplomat at the UNGA,
football is the “number one game played
and followed across the globe”.
Additionally, as the resolution Stated,
football creates a space for international
cooperation. World Football Day is intend-
ed to encourage global peace, overall
development and women and empower-
ment of women and girls.

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola
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Madam — This refers to the article,
‘Evolution of monetary policy,’ which was
published on 8 May 2024. Even before
India got freedom the Congress formed a
committee to suggest the type of econom-
ic policy free India should adopt. The com-
mittee analysed and said the key infrastruc-
ture sector should be under the Public sec-
tor to help the investors with raw materi-
als, power, transport and communication
at a very economical cost. 
This helps domestic ventures to produce
more. None of the rich in India had so
much reserve to invest in big projects and
returns from such projects take some years. 
When Rajiv came to power he availed a
small loan from the World Bank to devel-
op mainly the telecom sector accepting the
condition to to open our door slightly for
foreign goods to be marketed here. Though
the country went bankrupt between 1980-
1990, it is to be noted that the assets of the
top richest families swelled from Rs 8000
CR to Rs 40,000 Cr during the same peri-
od. So irrespective of parties the interests
of the rich are well cared for and produced
more than 200 billionaires in a short span
under the present regime. This course con-
tinues and will go on to enrich the rich, the
cost of the due share of the unprivileged
section.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur 
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Madam — Apropos the editorial “The
Name Game” published on 9th May, this
is my response. There are guidelines
issued by the Department of Consumer
Affairs called “Endorsements know-hows”
for celebrities, influencers and virtual
influencers on social media platforms. The
guidelines specify that celebrities must not
endorse any product or service they have
not personally used or experienced.
Further, they are advised to be ‘diligent’
before endorsing any product or service i.e.
extremely careful by analysing the pros and
cons of it to save the health and money of
lakhs of their followers. some of them
blindly accept and adopt what they say. An
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study predicts that climate
change could cut global
income by up to 19 per cent
in the next 25 years, with the
most vulnerable countries suf-
fering the most severe
impacts.
To overcome these challenges,
India has embarked on a jour-
ney to mitigate climate change
and safeguard its biodiversity.
With the G20 presidency last
year, India has positioned
itself as the voice of the Global
South to lead the way in cli-
mate action and leveraged
this positioning to drive
impactful outcomes in various
realms related to climate
action. Tackling deforesta-
tion, reducing emissions and
restoring ecosystems are key
strategies. With over 26 per
cent of the country grappling
with expanding drought con-
ditions, urgent measures are
being taken to build resilience
against environmental degra-
dation.
Pioneering Climate Action
Tamil Nadu, a coastal State in
the heart of southern India, is
emerging as a beacon of hope
and leading the charge in cli-
mate change efforts. The State
has become a forerunner in
climate action by announcing
three major missions, name-

ly Climate Change;
Biodiversity Conservation and
Greening; and Wetlands.
Through initiatives like the
Tamil Nadu Biodiversity and
Greening Project (TBGP), the
State aims to achieve a 33 per
cent forest and tree cover by
2031. With approximately $90
million in investments, Tamil
Nadu’s Climate Change
Mission, Green Tamil Nadu
Mission and Tamil Nadu
Wetlands Mission demon-
strate a commitment to sus-
tainable development and
ecosystem restoration.
Driving Solutions: 
Addressing the climate crisis
necessitates collaborative
efforts from all stakeholders.
Supported by startups and
Government interventions,
public-private partnerships
are essential to drive innova-
tion and scale climate solu-
tions. Startups are pivotal in
developing innovative tech-
nologies that reduce carbon
footprints while contributing
to economic growth.
International collaboration,
exemplified by agreements
like the Paris Agreement, pro-
vides a framework for collec-
tive action on a global scale.
India’s leadership in renewable
energy, particularly through

initiatives like the
International Solar Alliance
(ISA), underscores its com-
mitment to driving sustainable
development and fostering a
harmonious coexistence
between humanity and nature.
As India addresses the inter-
twined challenges of climate
change and biodiversity loss,
the steps taken today will
shape the legacy for future
generations. 
This demands reflection, unity
and action to come up with
sustainable solutions. In this
crucial sustainability battle,
India’s role extends beyond its
borders, contributing signifi-
cantly to global biodiversity
conservation and climate
change mitigation efforts. The
recent Supreme Court ruling
recognising the right against
climate change as a funda-
mental right under Article 14
and Article 21 underscores
India’s steadfast commitment
to climate action and environ-
mental protection. This offers
prospects for the Government,
corporations and climate
action companies to come
together and work towards a
sustainable future. 

(The writer is the CEO of
ProClime; their 

views are personal)
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India, a land of diverse cli-
mates and rich ecosystems,
is a global treasure trove of
biodiversity. From the
majestic Himalayan ranges

to the vibrant coastal reefs, our
country’s biodiversity sustains
countless life forms and plays a
crucial role in regulating ecosys-
tems. It’s not just a vital resource
for human sustenance, providing
food, water, shelter and medicine,
but also a critical indicator of our
planet’s health, a testament to our
rich heritage and a responsibili-
ty we all share.
However, the delicate balance of
India’s biodiversity is now facing
unprecedented threats from cli-
mate change. Recent studies
warn that India may lose a stag-
gering 35 per cent of its GDP by
the year 2100 due to climate
change, highlighting the deep
interconnection between the
nation’s prosperity and its natur-
al heritage. Rampant deforesta-
tion and habitat degradation,
particularly in regions like the
Western Ghats, are pushing car-
bon sinks towards becoming
sources, exacerbating the cli-
mate crisis. The time for action
is now. 
Impact of Climate Change: A
Looming Crisis
The repercussions of climate
change are becoming quite evi-
dent in altering ecological bal-
ance, extreme weather events
and increasing health risks. In an
era marked by escalating environ-
mental challenges, the climate
crisis demands urgent and con-
certed action. According to a
[i]United Nations’
InterGovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) report,
climate change is imperilling
human well-being and planetary
health, focusing strongly on
interactions between climate,
biodiversity and human society.
The report suggests that the rise
in extreme weather conditions
has led to some irreversible
impacts as natural and human
systems are pushed beyond their
ability to adapt. 
Not only this, a report by the
Reserve Bank of India high-
lights how climate change poses
challenges for monetary policy,
with frequent weather shocks
threatening economic growth
and stability. Moreover, a recent
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Rohith Vemula(26), a
PhD scholar at the
University of

Hyderabad was found dead in
his hostel room on 17 January
2016. Had he lived for anoth-
er fortnight, he would have
celebrated his 27th birthday
on January 30. But he was
called back by the Maker as
it is said that He prefers the
favourite ones to join Him
ahead of others.
The untimely demise of
Vemula opened a Pandora’s
Box all over India.
Opposition parties led by the
Congress staged a nation-
wide protest and agitation
blaming the Narendra Modi
Government at the Centre for
the death of this young man.
The CPI(M)’s frontal organi-
zation SFI called for educa-
tion bundh the next day and

demanded the resignation of
Smriti Irani, the then union
minister for human resources
development and Bandaru
Dattatreya, a minister of State
from the council of ministers
blaming the duo for the death
of Rohith Vemula. Poets affil-
iated with the CPI(M) and
other Left organizations
wrote poems and short stories
based on the life and times of
Vemula. The fact that Vemula
belonged to the Harijan com-

munity added to their ire and
this was discernible from the
power of the words with
which they blamed the “com-
munal and fascist”
Government at the Centre.
Many articles and features
that appeared in regional
newspapers and satellite TV
channels blamed the
doorsteps of Smrithi Irani for
Rohith Vemula’s suicide.
A major political outfit pro-
moted by the all-powerful
minority community had
declared a solatium of Rs 25
lakh to the family of Vemula
within days of his unfortunate
death. Though it is more
than eight years since he
bade farewell to this world,
his mother or brother has not
been given the promised
amount. When Radhika, the
mother of Rohith

Vemulacontacted the leader-
ship of the said party, they
feigned ignorance about the
amount and the matter was
given a silent burial.
More than eight years after
the suicide of Vemula, the
Telangana Police which was
entrusted with the probe of
finding out matters that led
Vemula to resort to the
extreme measure concluded
that Rohith Vemula was nei-
ther a member of the Harijan
community nor any Other
Backward Community
(OBC) student as he had
claimed. The fear that the
university was likely to detect
the truth behind his caste sta-
tus which would put an end
to his political aspirations
had made him take the dras-
tic step, said the police report.
The unanswered question in

the whole episode is why the
investigating officers failed to
track the phone calls made by
Vemula during the last few
days of his life. This would
have thrown more light on
the reasons behind the sui-
cide of the research scholar.
Many of his colleagues
attribute a failed love affair as
the cause behind his suicide.

Months before he committed
suicide, Vemula had led a
demonstration under the aus-
pices of the Ambedkar
Students Association on the
University Campus to protest
the death penalty awarded to
Yakub Memon, one of the
prime accused in the Mumbai
serial blasts of 1993 which
claimed 260 lives. There were
reports that the soft-spoken
Vemula and his friends had
bashed up a member of the
rival union and the victim
needed hospitalisation.
Moreover, there were charges
against the University of
Hyderabad for non-payment
of a monthly scholarship of
Rs 25,000 to Vemula though
the university authorities
denied the allegation.
Rohith Vemula was neither
the first Harijan student in the

University of Hyderabad or
any other universities in India
who have committed sui-
cide. Rajini Anand, an engi-
neering college student in
Kerala had jumped to death
in 2004 following the callous
approach of the ruling
Congress-led Government in
the State towards her plea for
financial assistance to pay col-
lege fees.
Sometime last year, a CPI(M)
member of Rajya Sabha asked
the Government of India to
furnish the number of
Harijan students who had
committed suicide in the
country since 2014. The MP’s
innuendo was that no Harijan
students had committed sui-
cide in the country before the
swearing-in of Modi as Prime
Minister.
The kind of fire from the

opposition faced by Smrithi
Irani was unprecedented and
strange. The Rohith Vemula
affair cost her the office of the
HRD ministry and she was
relegated to minister of tex-
tiles Opposition party leaders
have all the right to criticize
the Government and minis-
ters for errors and omissions.
But it should be restricted to
the carelessness and irre-
sponsibility of the concerned
minister. For eight years, this
young lady was crucified by
her political rivals. Had they
taken a little bit of time and
gone through the releases
issued by the Government of
India, they would not have
dared to throw mud at
Smrithi. 

(The writer is special corre-
spondent with The Pioneer;

views are personal)
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It is like a big step forward in farm-
ing because it uses data to make
decisions, making everything more
efficient and productive. Through
Ag-IoT, the very pulse of plant and
animal needs can be sensed. The
farmers can keep an eye on the soil
all the time, control watering sys-
tems from afar and even check on
the health of their animals without
being right there. It’s super handy
because it can predict how much
crops will grow accurately. In every
aspect, Ag-IoT stands poised to rev-
olutionize the landscape of crop
management, insect and pest sur-
veillance, food warehousing, live-
stock care, disease monitoring,
dairy operations, supply chain
logistics and beyond.    
The evolution of drone technolo-
gy has opened up boundless pos-
sibilities in the realm of crop assess-
ment and monitoring. One such
pioneering initiative, the NaMo
Drone Didi Initiative, stands as a
beacon of empowerment for rural
women. In a momentous gesture,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
personally handed over 1000
drones to 1000 Namo Drone Didis
across 10 locations nationwide at
the Indian Agricultural Research
Institute in Pusa, New Delhi. These
drones will help them do things like
check on crops, spray fertilizers and
plant seeds. Prime Minister Modi’s
announcement of the ‘Drone Didi’
yojana 2023-24 further under-
scores the Government’s dedication
to leveraging technology for the
betterment of society. Significant
financial allocations during 2020-
21 and 2021-22, by the Indian
Government including INR 1756.3
crores and INR 2422.7 crores
respectively to States for the inte-
gration of cutting-edge technologies

like drones, artificial intelligence,
blockchain, remote sensing and GIS
into agriculture and INR 7302.50
crores and INR 7908.18 crores
were made in the same periods to
ICAR for R&D, further demon-
strate the Government’s dedication
to modernizing agriculture.
Technological strides like RFID tags
(radio frequency identification)
and systems like NLIS (National
Livestock Identification Scheme)
and INAPH (Information Network
for Animal Productivity & Health)
have propelled Precision Dairy
Farming. 
With swift electronic scanning and
data integration, farmers can effi-
ciently manage cow health, produc-
tivity and records, marking a signif-
icant shift in the dairy industry
towards precision and efficiency.
Meanwhile, in the aquaculture
industry, companies like
Aquaconnect and Shrimpbox are
leveraging technology to revolu-
tionise shrimp farming.
Aquaconnect employs artificial
intelligence and satellite sensing
technologies to monitor farm per-
formance and provide advice to
shrimp and fish farmers, predom-
inantly small to medium-scale
operations. Shrimpbox, on the
other hand, specializes in shrimp
farming in colder climates and
landlocked areas, boasting impres-
sive productivity with minimal
water usage and without antibiotics.
Cropin Technology, based in
Bengaluru, has developed Aksara,
an open-source microlanguage
model tailored for climate-smart
farming. 
In India, the World Economic
Forum’s AI for Agriculture
Innovation (AI4AI) initiative, led by
C4IR India, is revolutionizing farm-

ing through AI. The ‘Saagu Baagu’
pilot in Telangana’s Khammam
district, supported by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation and
Digital Green, exemplifies this suc-
cess. With over 7,000 farmers ben-
efiting, chilli yields surged by 21 per
cent, pesticide use decreased by 9
per cent, fertilizer usage dropped by
5 per cent and unit prices improved
by 8 per cent. Consequently, farm-
ers doubled their earnings, with
incomes rising by over INR 66,000
per acre per crop cycle. Overall, AI
interventions at 175 farms in India
have boosted crop yields by 30 per
cent, as per the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR).
In conclusion, the future of Indian
agriculture hinges on a blend of tra-
dition and innovation. With a bur-
geoning population and dwindling
resources, precision agriculture
offers a crucial pathway to sustain-
ably feed 1.7 billion people. If
established, the ‘National Institute
of Agricultural Robotics and
Artificial Intelligence’ would cata-
pult Indian agriculture into
unprecedented realms of excel-
lence. The benefits of farm mech-
anization must permeate every
corner of our nation, bridging
divides and fostering inclusivity. We
cannot afford to overlook those
who are marginalized by the digi-
tal divide, particularly our small-
scale farmers. As we look towards
the future, let us remain commit-
ted to nurturing a vibrant, tech-
enabled agrarian ecosystem that
empowers farmers, preserves nat-
ural resources and ensures food
security for generations to come.

(The writer is a scientist, at
Odisha University of Agriculture
and Technology, Bhawanipatna;

their views are personal)

India’s population is projected to
reach approximately 1.7 billion by
2050. It would be a significant chal-
lenge for Indian agriculture to meet
the food demands of such a vast pop-

ulation amidst the emerging challenges of
climate change. Additionally, the sector
faces issues such as an ageing farmer pop-
ulation. Younger generations are increas-
ingly veering away from taking over the
family agricultural farm, choosing other,
more lucrative and less labour-intensive
career paths over agriculture. To address
these challenges, the adoption of modern
farming techniques like precision farming
and digital smart agriculture becomes
imperative to ensure sustainable food
production and the future prosperity of
Indian agriculture. 
A recent parliamentary panel has empha-
sized the importance of promoting agricul-
tural mechanization, particularly for small
and marginal farmers and has advocated
for the integration of tiny robots and
Artificial Intelligence (AI) into Indian farm
operations to address the challenges posed
by fragmented land holdings. Furthermore,
the panel recommended the establishment
of a ‘National Institute of Agricultural
Robotics and Artificial Intelligence’ to
ensure that India remains at the forefront
of agricultural development both domes-
tically and internationally. On August 23,
2022, regarding Farm Mechanization, the
Secretary of the Department of Agricultural
Research and Education revealed that
India’s mechanisation level stands at 47 per
cent, trailing China (59.5 per cent), Brazil
(75 per cent) and the US (95 per cent). The
level of mechanisation varies greatly by
region inside India too. Northern States
boast higher rates (70-80 per cent), driven
by fertile land, labour decline and State
backing. Southern and eastern States lag
(35-45 per cent) due to fragmented land
holdings. North-eastern States struggle due
to terrain, equipment costs and socio-eco-
nomic factors. 
Certainly, agriculture has evolved steadi-
ly from a traditional, labour-intensive
model to a sophisticated, technology-dri-
ven system. Key milestones include the
establishment of the Department of
Agricultural Research and Education
(DARE), the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) and Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK). The development of high-
yielding, cost-effective, disease/pest-resis-
tant and climate-resilient varieties and tech-
nologies across crops, horticulture, animal
husbandry and fisheries sciences by ICAR
has significantly bolstered production and
productivity. However, while acknowl-
edging these strides, it’s imperative to rec-
ognize that the pace of progress must match
the urgency of our times. 
Throughout history, people have always
sought easier, faster and more efficient ways
to get things done. This pursuit has
sparked a technological revolution that
merges age-old farming practices with cut-
ting-edge innovations like the Internet of
Things (IoT) known as Ag-IoT. It is a huge
change in farming that could shake up how
we grow, manage and protect our food. Its
solutions are not merely about efficiency;
they are about empowering farmers to
achieve greater time efficiency, productiv-
ity and precision in their daily tasks. It’s like
having a super smart assistant that can take
care of land, animals, crops and farms with-
out needing humans to do everything.
People also call it precision agriculture,
smart agriculture, or digital agriculture.
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Heavy fighting between
Israeli troops and

Palestinian militants on the
outskirts of the southern Gaza
city of Rafah has left crucial
nearby aid crossings inaccessi-
ble and caused over 100,000
people to flee north, a United
Nations official said Friday.

Israel’s plans for a full-scale
invasion of Rafah appear to be
on hold for now, with the
United States deeply opposed
and stepping up pressure by
threatening to withhold arms.
But even the more limited
incursion launched earlier this
week threatens to worsen
Gaza’s humanitarian catastro-
phe.
Heavy fighting was also under-
way in northern Gaza, where
Hamas appeared to have once
again regrouped in an area
where Israel has already

launched punishing assaults.
Over a million Palestinians

have fled to Rafah to escape
fighting elsewhere, with many
packed into UN-run shelters or
squalid tent camps. The city on
the border with Egypt is also a
crucial hub for bringing in
food, medicine, fuel and other
goods. The UN’s Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs, known as OCHA, says
about 110,000 people have fled
Rafah and that food and fuel
supplies in the city are critical-
ly low. 
Georgios Petropoulos, an
OCHA official working in
Rafah, said the two main cross-
ings near the city remain
closed, cutting off supplies and
preventing medical evacua-
tions and the movement of
humanitarian staff.
“Even if there were assurances
to us being able to pass through
a corridor, the proximity so
close to a military involved in
fighting is just not acceptable
for something that has to be a
humanitarian zone,” he said.
The UN’s World Food

Programme will run out of
food for distribution in south-
ern Gaza by Saturday unless
more aid arrives, Petropoulos
said. He said about 30,000
people were leaving Rafah daily
in search of safety, but that
humanitarian workers had no
supplies to help them set up
camp in a new location.

“We simply have no tents, we
have no blankets, no bedding,
none of the items that you
would expect a population on
the move to be able to get from
the humanitarian system,” he
said. Israeli troops captured the
Gaza side of the Rafah crossing
with Egypt on Tuesday, forcing
it to shut down. Rafah was the

main point of entry for fuel
needed to power vehicles, as
well as the generators on which
hospitals and water treatment
plants rely. Israel says the near-
by Kerem Shalom crossing —
Gaza’s main cargo terminal —
is open on its side, but the UN
says it remains inaccessible on
the Gaza side because of ongo-
ing fighting.
Israeli troops are battling
Palestinian militants in eastern
Rafah, not far from the cross-
ings. An Associated Press
reporter in the city heard heavy
artillery and gunfire through-
out the night into Friday.The
military said in a statement that
it had located several tunnels
and eliminated militants “dur-
ing close-quarters combat and
with an aerial strike.”
Hamas’ military wing said it
carried out a complex attack in
which it struck a house where
Israeli troops had taken up
position, an armored personnel
carrier and soldiers operating
on foot. There was no com-
ment from the Israeli military,
It is not possible to indepen-

dently confirm battlefield
accounts from either side.
Hamas also said it launched a
number of mortar rounds at
the Kerem Shalom crossing,
close to where Israeli troops are
operating. The military said it
intercepted two launches. The
crossing was initially closed
after a Hamas rocket attack last
weekend that killed four Israeli
soldiers. Israel says Rafah is the
last Hamas stronghold in Gaza
and key to its goal of disman-
tling the group’s military and
governing capabilities and
returning scores of hostages
captured in Hamas’ October 7
attack that triggered the war.

But Hamas has repeatedly
regrouped, even in the hardest-
hit parts of Gaza.Heavy battles
erupted this week in the
Zeitoun area on the outskirts of
Gaza City in the northern part
of the territory. Northern Gaza
was the first target of the
ground offensive, and Israel
said late last year that it had
mostly dismantled Hamas
there. The north remains large-
ly isolated by Israeli troops, and

the UN says the estimated
300,000 people there are expe-
riencing “full-blown famine.”

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
vowed to proceed with the
offensive with or without US
arms, saying “we will fight
with our fingernails” if needed
in a defiant statement late
Thursday. The Israeli military
says it has what it needs for the
missions it has planned, includ-
ing in Rafah.
The war began with Hamas’

surprise attack into southern
Israel last year, in which it killed
some 1,200 people, mostly
civilians, and took another 250
hostage. The militants are
still holding some 100 captives
and the remains of more than
30 after most of the rest were
released during a cease-fire
last year.
The war has killed over 34,800
Palestinians, mostly women
and children, according to the
Gaza Health Ministry, which
does not distinguish between
civilians and combatants in its
figures.
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The UN General Assembly
is expected to vote Friday

on a resolution that would
grant new “rights and privi-
leges” to Palestine and call on
the Security Council to
favourably reconsider its
request to become the 194th
member of the United Nations.
The United States vetoed a
widely backed council resolu-
tion on April 18 that would
have paved the way for full
United Nations membership
for Palestine, a goal the
Palestinians have long sought
and Israel has worked to pre-
vent, and US deputy ambas-
sador Robert Wood made clear
Thursday the Biden adminis-
tration is opposed to the
assembly resolution.
Under the UN Charter,
prospective members of the
United Nations must be
“peace-loving,” and the
Security Council must rec-
ommend their admission to
the General Assembly for final
approval. Palestine became a
UN non-member observer
state in 2012.

“We’ve been very clear from
the beginning there is a process
for obtaining full member-
ship in the United Nations, and
this effort by some of the Arab
countries and the Palestinians
is to try to go around that,”
Wood said Thursday. “We have
said from the beginning the
best way to ensure Palestinian
full membership in the UN is
to do that through negotiations
with Israel. That remains our
position.”
But unlike the Security
Council, there are no vetoes in
the 193-member General
Assembly and the resolution is
expected to be approved by a
large majority, according to
three Western diplomats,
speaking on condition of
anonymity because negotia-
tions were private.
The draft resolution “deter-
mines” that a state of Palestine
is qualified for membership –
dropping the original language
that in the General Assembly’s
judgment it is “a peace-loving
state.” It therefore recommends
that the Security Council
reconsider its request
“favourably.” The renewed

push for full Palestinian mem-
bership in the UN comes as the
war in Gaza has put the more
than 75-year-old Israeli-
Palestinian conflict at center
stage. At numerous council
and assembly meetings, the
humanitarian crisis facing the
Palestinians in Gaza and the
killing of more than 34,000
people in the territory, accord-
ing to Gaza health officials,
have generated outrage from
many countries.
The original draft of the
assembly resolution was
changed significantly to
address concerns not only by
the US but also by Russia and
China, the diplomats said. The
first draft would have con-
ferred on Palestine “the rights
and privileges necessary to
ensure its full and effective par-
ticipation” in the assembly’s
sessions and UN conferences
“on equal footing with mem-
ber states.” It also made no ref-
erence to whether Palestine
could vote in the General
Assembly.
According to the diplomats,
Russia and China which are
strong supporters of Palestine’s

UN membership were con-
cerned that granting the list of
rights and privileges detailed in
an annex to the resolution
could set a precedent for other
would-be UN members —
with Russia concerned about
Kosovo and China about
Taiwan.
Under longstanding legisla-
tion by the US Congress, the
United States is required to cut
off funding to UN agencies
that give full membership to a
Palestinian state – which could
mean a cutoff in dues and vol-
untary contributions to the UN
from its largest contributor.
The final draft drops the lan-
guage that would put Palestine
“on equal footing with mem-
ber states.” And to address
Chinese and Russian concerns,
it would decide “on an excep-
tional basis and without setting
a precedent” to adopt the rights
and privileges in the annex.
The draft also adds a provision
in the annex on the issue of
voting, stating categorically:
“The state of Palestine, in its
capacity as an observer state,
does not have the right to vote
in the General Assembly or to

put forward its candidature to
United Nations organs.”
The final list of rights and priv-
ileges in the draft annex
includes giving Palestine the
right to speak on all issues not
just those related to the
Palestinians and Middle East,
the right to propose agenda
items and reply in debates, and
the right to be elected as offi-
cers in the assembly’s main
committees. 
It would give the Palestinians
the right to participate in UN
and international conferences
convened by the United
Nations — but it drops their
“right to vote” which was in the
original draft. Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas
first delivered the Palestinian
Authority’s application for UN
membership in 2011. It failed
because the Palestinians didn’t
get the required minimum
support of nine of the Security
Council’s 15 members. They
went to the General Assembly
and succeeded by more than a
two-thirds majority in having
their status raised from a UN
observer to a non-member
observer state. 
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Boston (AP): Police disman-
tled a pro-Palestinian tent
encampment at the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology early Friday and
moved to clear protesters from
University of Pennsylvania’s
campus in Philadelphia, hours
after police tear-gassed protest-
ers and took down an encamp-
ment at the University of
Arizona. In Cambridge,
Massachusetts, video showed
police roaming through the
MIT encampment. Police in
riot gear arrived around 4 am,
encircled the camp and gave
protesters about 15 minutes to
leave. Ten students who
remained were arrested, the
university’s president said. A
crowd outside the camp began
gathering and chanting pro-
Palestinian slogans but were
dispersed by 6 am. At the
University of Arizona in
Tucson, campus police in riot
gear f ired tear gas late
Thursday at protesters before
tearing down an encampment
that included wood and plas-
tic barriers on campus. In a
statement, the University of
Arizona said it made the deci-
sion because the encampment
violated school policy.
“A structure made from wood-
en pallets and other debris was
erected on campus property
after 5 pm in violation of the
policy,” the school said in a
statement. “University officials
issued warnings to remove the
encampment and disperse. The
warnings were ignored.”
The school also said that police
vehicles were spiked, and rocks
and water bottles thrown at
officers and university staff.
In Philadelphia early Friday,

police detained people who
were at an encampment that
has been in place at the
University of Pennsylvania for
more than two weeks. Officers
moved in after giving protest-
ers a warning to leave campus
or face possible arrest.
Tensions have ratcheted up in
standoffs with protesters on
campuses across the United
States and in Europe. Some
colleges cracked down imme-
diately, while others have tol-
erated the demonstrations.
Some have begun to lose
patience and call in the police
over concerns about disrup-
tions to campus life and safe-
ty. 
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Jerusalem (AP): A European
naval force detained six sus-
pected pirates on Friday after
they opened fire on an oil
tanker travelling through the
Gulf of Aden, officials said,
likely part of a growing num-
ber of piracy attacks emanating
from Somalia.The attack on the
Marshall Islands-flagged
Chrystal Arctic comes as
Yemen’s Houthi rebels have
also been attacking ships trav-
eling through the crucial water-
way, the Red Sea and the Bab
el-Mandeb Strait connecting
them. The assaults have slowed
commercial traffic through the
key maritime route onward to
the Suez Canal and the
Mediterranean Sea.
The pirates shot at the tanker
from a small ship “carrying
weapons and ladders,” accord-
ing to the British military’s
United Kingdom Maritime
Trade Operations centre, which
oversees Mideast shipping
routes. The pirates opened fire
first at the Chrystal Arctic,
whose armed, onboard securi-
ty team returned fire at them,
the UKMTO said.
The pirates then abandoned
their attempt to take the tanker,
which continued on its way
with all its crew safe, the
UKMTO said.
Hours later, the European
Union naval force in the region
known as Operation Atalanta
said a frigate operating in the
region detained six suspected
pirates. The frigate seized the
pirates given “the unsafe con-
dition of their skiff ” and said
that some had “injuries of var-
ied severity.”
It wasn’t immediately clear if

those injured suffered gun-
shot wounds from the
exchange of fire with the
Chrystal Arctic. The EU force
declined to elaborate “due to
the security of the operations.”
Once-rampant piracy off the
Somali coast diminished after
a peak in 2011. That year,
there were 237 reported attacks
in waters off Somalia. 


���!��� ���� ������" �����-����� 
���� �
�7�

Prince Harry and his wife,
Meghan, arrived in Nigeria

on Friday to champion mental
health for young people affect-
ed by conflicts and to promote
the Invictus Games, which the
prince founded to aid the reha-
bilitation of wounded and sick
servicemembers and veterans.

The couple, in the West
African nation for the first
time on the invitation of its mil-
itary, visited the Lightway
Academy college which
receives support from their
Archewell foundation to edu-
cate and train young girls
affected by conflicts in Nigeria.
Harry and Meghan will also be
meeting with wounded soldiers
and their families in what
Nigerian officials have said is a
show of support to improve the
morale of the soldiers, includ-
ing those fighting a 14-year war
against Islamic extremists in
the country’s northeast.
“This engagement with
Invictus is giving us the oppor-
tunity for the recovery of our

soldiers,” Abidemi Marquis,
the director of sports at
Nigeria’s Defence
Headquarters, told reporters on
Thursday.
Harry served in Afghanistan as
an Apache helicopter copilot
gunner, after which he found-
ed the Invictus Games in 2014
to offer wounded veterans and
servicemembers the challenge
of competing in sports events
similar to the Paralympics.
Nigeria was among the nations

that participated in last year’s
edition of the games.
The couple were received at the
Abuja school by a dancing
troupe and a crowd of excited
students and teachers.Student
Nnenna Okorie couldn’t hide
her excitement at meeting the
couple. “She is the prettiest
human being ever,” said Okorie,
a senior student at the school.
“I admire her so much and
then Harry. I love how he is so
supportive,” she said.

During their stay, Harry and
Meghan will attend basketball
and volleyball matches and
will meet with local non-gov-
ernmental organisations in
Abuja and Lagos that are
receiving support from them.
Meghan will also co-host an
event on women in leadership
with Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala,
Director General of the World
Trade Organisation, accord-
ing to their spokesman Charlie
Gipson.
The news of Meghan’s visit
excited some in Nigeria where
her life — and association with
the British royal family — is
closely followed. Meghan has
also said in the past that she
found out through a genealo-
gy test that she was 43 per cent
Nigerian.
The Nigerian military has tout-
ed the Invictus Games as one
which could help the recovery
of thousands of its personnel
who have been fighting the
homegrown Boko Haram
Islamic extremists and their
factions since 2009 when they
launched an insurgency.
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The third week of testimony
in Donald Trump’s hush

money trial draws to a close
Friday after jurors heard the
dramatic, if not downright
seamy, account of porn actor
Stormy Daniels, while prosecu-
tors gear up for their most cru-
cial witness: Michael Cohen,
Trump’s former attorney.

Daniels’ story of an alleged
sexual encounter with Trump
was a crucial building block for
prosecutors, who are seeking to
show that the Republican and
his allies buried unflattering
stories in the waning weeks of
the 2016 presidential election in
an effort to illegally influence
the race. Trump, who denies
the sexual encounter ever hap-
pened, walked out of the court
in a rage Thursday, angrily
telling reporters, “I’m inno-
cent.” His attorneys pushed for

a mistrial over the level of
tawdry details Daniels went
into on the witness stand, but
Judge Juan M. Merchan denied
the request. Over more than
7½ hours of testimony, Daniels
relayed in graphic detail what
she says happened after the two
met at a celebrity golf outing at
Lake Tahoe where sponsors
included the adult film studio
where she worked. Daniels

explained how she felt surprise,
fear and discomfort, even as she
consented to sex with Trump.
During combative cross-exam-
ination, Trump’s lawyers sought
to paint Daniels as a liar and
extortionist who’s trying to
take down the former president
after drawing money and fame
from her claims. 

Trump attorney Susan
Necheles pressed Daniels on

why she accepted the payout to
keep quiet instead of going
public, and the two women
traded barbs over what
Necheles said were inconsisten-
cies in Daniels’ story over the
years.
“You made all this up, right?”

Necheles asked Daniels.
“No,” Daniels shot back.
The defence has sought to
show that the hush money
payments made on his behalf
were an effort to protect his
reputation and family — not
his campaign — by shielding
them from embarrassing sto-
ries about his personal life.
After Daniels stepped down
from the stand Thursday,
Trump’s attorneys pressed the
judge to amend the gag order
that prevents him from talking
about witnesses in the case so
he could publicly respond to
what she told jurors. The judge
denied that request too.
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Tens of thousands of dis-
gruntled Polish farmers

marched through downtown
Warsaw on Friday to protest
the European Union’s climate
policies and oppose the pro-EU
government of Prime Minister
Donald Tusk. The march under
the slogan “Down with the
Green Deal” was organised by
Solidarity, a farmers’ trade
union that is strongly opposed
to the EU’s farming policies, in
particular a policy known as
the Green Deal which aims to
make agriculture more climate
friendly. The farmers say it
interferes with their work and
imposes high costs on them.
“We are protesting because we
don’t want to become slaves on
our own land,” said dairy
farmer Grazyna Gasowska
from eastern Poland.
“According to the Green Deal
we are supposed to grow what
they tell us to, when they tell us
to,” Gasowska said as she held
a national white-and-red flag.

“All those diversification
requirements are very difficult
for the farmers.”
The noisy march stopped at the
EU Warsaw office and then at
parliament. “Let Brussels eat
worms, we prefer pork chops
and potatoes,” said one banner,
referring to a general belief that
the EU will advise eating
insects and worms rather than
cattle meat. The demonstration
came as Poland’s political par-
ties campaign ahead of elec-

tions next month for the
European Parliament. The
protest was supported by Polish
right-wing opposition party
Law and Justice, which held
power from 2015 until late last
year and is looking to regain
political momentum. With an
eye to the election, Tusk on
Friday announced a reshuffle of
his Cabinet to replace four
ministers running for the
European Parliament next
month. The changes are also

seen as a chance to bring new
energy into Tusk’s government,
which took office in December
and embarked on deep reforms
in many areas, including jus-
tice, foreign policy and the
media.
“Today comes the time of
bringing order and this is one
of the reasons for which we
jointly decided to have these
changes,” Tusk said. 
He said there will be more
changes in the future that
would be dictated by the “inter-
est of the state.”
Tusk’s pro-European Union
government has embarked on
a wide reversal of the policies
of the Law and Justice party,
which put Poland on a collision
course with the 27-member EU
during its administration. 
Tusk’s team is taking steps to
free the judiciary and the state
media from the political con-
trol that Law and Justice tried
to impose, and bring to account
those responsible for misman-
agement and loss of funds by
state-owned companies.
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An Australian judge on
Friday extended a ban on

X allowing videos of the stab-
bing of a Sydney bishop in his
church last month after gov-
ernment lawyers condemned
the social media company’s
free speech argument for
keeping the graphic images
circulating.

Australian Federal Court
Justice Geoffrey Kennett
extended his order that X
Corp., the company rebrand-
ed by billionaire Elon Musk
when he bought Twitter last
year, block users from shar-
ing videos of the April 15
attack.The attack led to ter-
rorism-related charges for
the alleged attacker, a teenag-
er, and triggered a riot out-
side the church. 
The order has existed since
April 22 and Kennett will

decide on Monday whether it
will continue in its current
form. X is alone among social
media platforms in fighting a
notice from Australia’s eSafety
Commission, which describes
itself as the world’s first gov-
ernment agency dedicated to
keeping people safer online,
to take down the video of the
attack during an Assyrian
Orthodox service streamed
online. 
A bishop and priest were
injured but both survived.
Musk has accused Australia
of censorship and has applied
to the Federal Court to over-
turn the eSafety notice. The
court will sit on Wednesday
to consider setting a hearing
date for X’s application.
X has geoblocked Australian
users from the content, but
eSafety argues the video can
be st i l l  accessed f rom
Australia through Virtual

Private Networks.
VPNs are services that allow
users to access sites in other
countries that are blocked in
their own nation. The regu-
lator wants a worldwide ban
on the video.
An eSafety lawyer,  Tim
Begbie, described X in court
on Friday as a “market leader
in proliferating and distribut-
ing violent content and vio-
lent and extremist material.”
Begbie said Australia could
not be expected to conform
to X’s  “pro-free  speech
stance.”
“The fact is that that stance is
in large measure illusory.
Because X doesn’t stand for
global removal is bad’ in
some pure sense,” Begbie
said. X’s own policies repeat-
edly refer to circumstances in
which the platform will elect
to remove content globally,
Begbie said.
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Singapore (PTI): Singapore
Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong has said that he under-
stands that Muslims in the
multi-national-multi-racial
country are distressed by the
“unconscionable and inhuman”
conflict in Gaza but underlined
that Singaporeans have to work
together to acknowledge these
feelings and provide help to the
Palestinians in a practical man-
ner. The conflict in Gaza was
triggered by the unprecedent-
ed attacks against Israel by
Hamas militants on October 7
that killed around 1,200 people.
Israel has launched a massive
counter-offensive against the
Islamic militant group that has
ruled Gaza since 2007. 
More than 34,900 people have
been killed in Gaza in Israeli
action, according to the terri-
tory’s Hamas-run health min-
istry. 
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin reappointed Mikhail

Mishustin as the country’s
prime minister on Friday, a
widely anticipated move to
keep on a technocrat who has
maintained a low political pro-
file. Mishustin and other tech-
nocrats in the Cabinet have
been credited with maintain-
ing a relatively stable econom-
ic performance despite bruis-
ing Western sanctions for
Russia’s role in Ukraine. Most
other Cabinet members are
expected to keep their jobs,
though the fate of Defence
Minister Sergei Shoigu
appeared uncertain.
In line with Russian law,
Mishustin, 58, who held the
job for the past four years, sub-
mitted his Cabinet’s resignation
on Tuesday when Putin began
his fifth presidential term at a
glittering Kremlin inaugura-
tion.
Mishustin, the former head of
Russia’s tax service, steered
clear of political statements
and avoided media interviews
during his previous tenure.
The speaker of the parlia-
ment’s lower house, Vyacheslav
Volodin, announced that Putin
submitted Mishustin’s candida-
cy to the State Duma, which
will hold a session later Friday
to consider it. 
Under the constitutional
changes approved in 2020, the
lower house approves the can-
didacy of the prime minister,
who then submits Cabinet
members for approval. The
changes were ostensibly meant
to grant parliament broader

power, but the procedure is
widely seen as pro forma given
Kremlin control over the body.
Most Cabinet members are
expected to keep their jobs, but
it was not clear if Shoigu, the
defence minister, would be
among them after last month’s
arrest of his top associate,
Timur Ivanov.
Ivanov, who served as deputy
defence minister in charge of
massive military construction
projects, was arrested on
bribery charges and was
ordered to stay in custody
pending official investigation.
The arrest of Ivanov was wide-
ly interpreted as an attack on
Shoigu and a possible precur-
sor of his dismissal despite his
close personal ties with Putin.

Shoigu was broadly criticised
for Russian military’s setbacks
in the early stage of the fight-
ing in Ukraine. He faced
scathing attacks from merce-
nary chief Yevgeny Prigozhin,
who marched on Moscow
nearly a year ago to demand
the ouster of Shoigu and the
chief of the General Staff,
Gen. Valery Gerasimov.
After Prigozhin’s death in a
suspicious plane crash two
months after the rebellion —
widely seen as the Kremlin’s
revenge — Shoigu appeared to
shore up his position. But
Ivanov’s arrest, interpreted by
many as part of Kremlin’s
political infighting, 
again exposed Shoigu’s 
vulnerability.
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Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan’s
maiden lunar orbiter sent the
first images of the sun and the
moon, days after it was
launched as part of China’s
moon mission, it was
announced on Friday.
Pakistan’s mini satellite ‘iCube-
Qamar’ was launched as part of
China’s Chang’e-6 lunar mis-
sion on May 3 from the Hainan
province.
The images were unveiled at a
ceremony organised at the
China National Space Agency
(CNSA) to mark the successful
mission, Maria Tariq,
spokesperson of Pakistan’s
national space agency Suparco,
told Dawn.com.
She said that pictures were
officially handed over to
Pakistan’s ambassador to
China, Khalil Hashmi, at the
data handover ceremony in
Beijing. At 16:14 (1:14 pm
Pakistan time) on May 8, the
Pakistani CubeSat, one of the
international payloads carried
by the Chang’e-6 mission, “sep-
arated from the orbiter near the
far moon point of the 12-hour
large elliptical orbit around
the moon, and then successful-
ly captured the first image.
Pakistan’s CubeSat project
achieved the set goal of ‘suc-
cessfully separating and obtain-
ing telemetry’ and achieved
complete success,” the CNSA
announcement said. The first
image showed the sun as a
bright spotlight; the second
was that of a sparkling half
moon while the third image
showed the moon on the left
and the sun on the right,
according to images shared by
CNSA online.
The module was designed by
Islamabad’s Institute of Space
Technology (IST) in collabora-
tion with China’s Shanghai
University (SJTU) and Suparco.
It carries two optical cameras
to capture the lunar surface.
The cube satellite or cubesat is
a miniature satellite typically
characterised by its small size
and standardised cubic design.
They help to collect valuable
data for scientific advancement
and innovation. Pakistan got
the opportunity to launch the
lunar orbiter after it was offered
by the CNSA through the Asia
Pacific Space Cooperation
Organisation (APSCO) to
become part of the Chang’e-6
mission. Meanwhile, the news
of the first lunar orbit sending
back images has infused a sense
of pride in the country beset
with daunting economic and
security challenges. 
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APakistani high court has
concluded that the state

transgressed the right to life of
former premier Imran Khan’s
wife Bushra Bibi by confining
her at her private residence des-
ignated as a sub-jail and depriv-
ing her of interaction with
other prisoners, a media report
said on Friday.
On Wednesday, the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) ordered the
former first lady’s transfer to
the high-security Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi, where her 71-year-
old husband Khan has been
jailed.
Bushra Bibi, 49, had been
incarcerated at Bani Gala, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party founder’s mansion in the
suburbs of Islamabad, after
conviction in two cases, while

Khan was kept at the Adiala
Jail. On Thursday, the IHC
issued a 15-page written order
in which it said that the state
has not just made the sentence
of simple imprisonment harsh-
er and heavier but has also vio-
lated Bushra Bibi’s right to life
guaranteed under Article 9 of
the Constitution, The Express
Tribune newspaper reported. 
“The mere fact that the room
where the petitioner [Bushra
Bibi was] confined in the sub-
jail [was] guarded by a prison
ward [did] not mean that the
petitioner [was] not in isola-
tion,” it said.
Asserting that it has the power
and responsibility to intervene
and protect the prisoner against
inter alia harsher restraints
and heavier severities than the
sentence carries, the court
noted that the sentence of 14-

year rigorous imprisonment
handed out to Bushra Bibi had
already been suspended. It also
noted that a seven-year sen-
tence given to her in another
case was simple imprisonment.
“By keeping her in isolation at
the sub-jail and depriving her
of interaction with other pris-
oners, the state has not just
made the sentence of simple
imprisonment harsher and
heavier but has also trans-
gressed the petitioner’s right to
life guaranteed under Article 9
of the Constitution,” it said.
The court noted that the entire
Bani Gala was declared a sub-
jail, implying that the proper-
ty could not be freely accessed
by either Bushra Bibi’s or her
husband’s children or family
members unless specifically
permitted by the superinten-
dent or the court.
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Pakistan has decided to seek
a rollover of around USD

12 billion debt from key allies
like China in the 2024-25 fis-
cal year to meet a whopping
USD 23 billion worth of gap in
its external financing as the
federal government aims to
achieve budget targets before
the expected arrival of an IMF
team to the cash-strapped
country. According to the
Finance Ministry insiders,
USD 5 billion from Saudi
Arabia, USD 3 billion from the
UAE and USD 4 billion from
China will be rolled over,
adding that the estimate of fur-
ther new financing from
China would also be included
in the next financial year’s
budget, The Express Tribune
newspaper reported.
Pakistan will receive more
than USD 1 billion from the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) under the fresh loan
programme, whereas new
financing from the World
Bank and Asian Development
Bank has also been included in
the estimated budget.
According to the Finance
Ministry sources, new loan
programme agreements will be
made with financial institu-
tions. The federal government
aims to achieve budget targets
before the anticipated arrival

of the IMF review mission in
Pakistan. Negotiations for a
new loan programme with
the global lender are expected
to commence in mid-May
ahead of the budget which will
be presented in June. 
The Finance Ministry sources
said the ministries had been
instructed to complete the
targets before the negotiations
on the new loan programme.
They added that the details
would be given to the IMF del-
egation when all the important
targets were met. It has also
been decided to have the bud-
get strategy paper approved by
the federal cabinet before the
IMF review mission arrives in
the country. According to the
sources, the Finance Ministry
has started preparing the bud-
get to set the targets for debt
repayment, defence budget
and tax collections. 
Besides, the development and
ongoing budget targets will
also be determined, according
to the paper. Pakistan has
been suffering the chronic ail-
ment of how to meet external
liabilities. Traditionally, it
depended on remittances,
export proceeds and foreign
loans to meet its liabilities. But
exports haven’t increased to
match the imports and
avenues of foreign aid have
gradually dried up, putting
pressure on the rupee and

essential imports. Last year, it
narrowly avoided default due
to a timely short-term loan
agreement with the
International Monetary Fund
which provided USD 3 billion
during nine months. 
The country is once again
looking towards the global
lender to provide a fresh loan
to keep it moving. In the try-
ing economic conditions,
Pakistan has been heavily sup-
ported by the remittances its
workers living and working
around the globe send. 
The country received the sec-
ond-highest remittances of
the ongoing 2023-24 fiscal at
USD 2.8 billion in April 2024.
According to the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP), the remit-
tances increased by 3.5 per
cent to USD 23.8 billion
cumulatively in the first 10
months of FY24 compared to
the same period last year.
Remittance inflows during
April 2024 were primarily
sourced from Saudi Arabia
(USD 712 million), the United
Arab Emirates (USD 542.3
million), the United Kingdom
(USD 403.2 million), and the
United States of America
(USD 329.2 million), accord-
ing to the bank. The remit-
tances earlier had peaked near
USD 3 billion in the prior
month of March 2024, mark-
ing a 23-month high.

voting on Friday immediate-
ly after the polls opened. He
urged people to vote and said
the runoff election was as
important as the main one.
In the March election, 
hard-liners won 200 out of 
245 seats, with more moder-
ate candidates taking the other
45. 
A total of 25 million ballots
were cast, for a turnout of just
under 41 per cent. The previ-

ous lowest turnout was 42 per
cent in the 2020 parliamentary
election. Politicians calling
for change in the country’s
government, known broadly
as reformists, were generally
barred from running in the
election. Those calling for
radical reforms or for aban-
doning Iran’s theocratic sys-
tem were also banned or did-
n’t bother to register as 
candidates.
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Atop Philippine security
official demanded Friday

the immediate expulsion of
Chinese diplomats allegedly
behind a reported leak of a
phone conversation between
one of the diplomats and a
Filipino admiral about South
China Sea disputes that have
strained diplomatic ties.
National Security Adviser
Eduardo Ano said he was
backing a cal l  by the
Philippine defence chief for
Manila’s foreign office to take
actions against Chinese
embassy individuals in Manila
“who claim to have recorded
an alleged phone conversation
between a Chinese diplomat
and a military official” in vio-
lation of Philippine laws and
international diplomatic pro-
tocols. Two Manila newspa-

pers cited a Chinese Embassy
source as saying that in a
recorded call with a Chinese
diplomat in January, a Filipino
admiral agreed to a new way
of transporting supplies to a
Philippine-occupied shoal in
the disputed waters. 
It required Manila to notify
Beijing for such offshore mis-
sions and promise not to
bring construction materials.
“Those individuals in the
Chinese Embassy responsi-
ble for violating Philippine
laws and the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic
Relations and those responsi-
ble for these malign influence
and interference operations
must be removed from the
country immediately,” Ano
said in a strongly worded
statement.
“The Chinese Embassy’s
repeated acts of engaging in

and dissemination of disinfor-
mation, misinformation, and
mal-information - now releas-
ing spurious transcripts or
recordings of purported con-
versations between officials of
the host country - should not
be allowed to pass unsanc-
tioned or without serious
penalty,” Ano said.
It was not immediately clear
from Ano’s statement if
Philippine authorities had ver-
ified the news reports or if the
phone conversation really
took place. The Department
of Foreign Affairs did not say
if it was considering Ano’s call.
The Chinese government and
its embassy in Manila have not
confirmed the news reports
nor denied them.
In Beijing, China Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Lin
Jian said the “Philippines’ atti-
tude just proves that they lack

confidence in the face of facts
and evidence and have
reached the point where they
are frustrated and have no
bottom line.
“China solemnly demands
that the Philippines ensures
that Chinese diplomats can
perform their duties, stops
infringement and provoca-
tion and does not deny the
facts, act indiscreetly or hurt
itself by its own actions,” he
said.
The escalating word war and
diplomatic row have been
sparked by hostilities between
Chinese and Philippine coast
guard ships and other vessels
since last year at the Second
Thomas Shoal and
Scarborough Shoal.
The Chinese coast guard has
used powerful water cannons,
a military-grade laser and
dangerous maneuvers that

have caused minor collisions,
injured several Filipino navy
personnel and damaged their
supply boats. The Philippine
government has repeatedly
summoned Chinese embassy
diplomats in Manila to hand
over protests.
President Joe Biden and his
administration have repeated-
ly warned that the US is oblig-
ated to defend the Philippines,
its longtime treaty ally, if
Filipino forces, ships and air-
craft come under an armed
attack, including in the South
China. Aside from China and
the Philippines, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan
have had overlapping claims
in the busy seaway, a key
trade route where many fear a
major escalation of the con-
flicts could draw US forces on
a collision course with China
military.
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Ukraine rushed reinforce-
ments to its northeastern

Kharkiv region to hold off a
Russian attempt to breach local
defences, authorities said, a
tactical switch by Moscow that
Ukrainian officials have been
expecting for weeks as the
war stretches into its third
year.
Intense nighttime shelling tar-
geted Vovchansk, in the
Kharkiv region and less than 5
kilometres from the Russian
border, regional Gov. Oleh
Syniehubov said. The barrage
prompted authorities to begin
the evacuation of around 3,000
people. Then, around dawn,
Russian infantry tried to pen-
etrate the Ukrainian defences
near Vovchansk, Ukraine’s
Defence Ministry said, adding
that it had deployed reserve
units to fend off the attack.
Russian military bloggers said
the assault could mark the
start of a Russian attempt to
carve out a “buffer zone” that
President Vladimir Putin
vowed to create earlier this year
to halt frequent Ukrainian
attacks on Belgorod and other
Russian border regions.
Ukraine had previously said it
was aware that Russia was
assembling thousands of
troops along the northeastern
border, close to the Kharkiv
and Sumy regions. While the
Kremlin’s forces launched their
most recent ground offensive
in eastern Ukraine, Ukrainian
intelligence officials said they
expected the Kremlin’s forces
to attack in the northeast, too.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said his
country’s military had antici-

pated the attack and had cali-
brated its response.
“Now there is a fierce battle in
this direction,” Zelenskyy was
quoted as saying by Ukraine’s
public broadcaster Suspilne.
Though Russia likely can’t cap-
ture Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-
largest city, it could compel
Ukraine to send more troops
to the region, leaving other
areas more vulnerable to
attack. Also, forcing Ukrainian
authorities to evacuate civilians
is likely to create disruption
and divert resources.
“The entire town is under
massive shelling now, it is not
safe to stay here,” Vovchansk
administration head Tamaz
Hambarishvili told Ukraine’s
Hromadske Radio.

The Ukrainian Defence
Ministry said fighting against
Russian sabotage and recon-
naissance groups continued
into the afternoon.
Meanwhile, a Ukrainian long-
range drone struck an oil refin-
ery inside Russia on Friday,
officials said, a day after what
appeared to be the deepest
strike by Kyiv’s forces on
Russian soil hit a petrochem-
ical facility.
Ukraine has repeatedly target-
ed refineries, hoping to disrupt
the Kremlin’s war machine.
Russia is one of the world’s
biggest oil producers, provid-
ing key revenue and fuel. A
Ukrainian drone hit a refinery
near the city of Kaluga, south-
west of Moscow, setting four oil

storage tanks ablaze, according
to Vladislav Shapsha, the
regional governor. He said
there were no casualties.
The Russian Defense Ministry
said that air defences downed
seven Ukrainian drones early
Friday in the Moscow, Bryansk
and Belgorod regions. On
Thursday, a senior official in
Russia’s Bashkortostan region,
some 1,300 kilometres from
the Ukrainian border, said a
drone strike in the city of
Salavat caused a fire at a petro-
chemical facility.
The Russian Emergencies
Ministry said a pumping sta-
tion building on refinery land
was damaged but there was no
fire. Ukrainian military intel-
ligence refused to comment. 
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Atop Baidu public relations
executive has reportedly

departed the Chinese technol-
ogy company after she drew
public outcry over her com-
ments that were seen as glori-
fying a culture of overwork.
Baidu’s head of communica-
tions Qu Jing had implied in a
series of videos that she was not
concerned about her employ-
ees as she was “not their mom”
and said she only cared about
results. She also said that the
relationship between her and
her subordinates was purely an
“employer-employee relation-
ship.”
The backlash was swift, with
many on social media plat-
forms like Weibo saying Qu
lacked empathy.
Chinese online media outlet
36Kr first reported late

Thursday that Qu had left her
position at Baidu, citing
unnamed sources. Internal sys-
tems showed Qu is no longer
with the firm, according to a
Baidu employee who asked
not to be named as they were
not authorized to provide that
information to media.
Qu had earlier posted an apol-
ogy Thursday on her private
WeChat account, where she
“sincerely apologized to all
netizens” and clarified that she
had not sought Baidu’s permis-
sion before posting the videos.
Qu said her videos did not rep-
resent Baidu’s stance. Baidu
operates China’s dominant
search engine as well as Ernie
Bot, an artificial intelligence
service similar to ChatGPT.
“Many of the criticisms are very
pertinent, I am reflecting
deeply and humbly accept
them,” she said. “There are

many inappropriate (things
said) in the video that caused
external misunderstandings
about the company’s values
and corporate culture, causing
serious harm. I sincerely apol-
ogise.”
Qu also pledged to improve her
communication and manage-
ment style and care more for
her colleagues.
Her comments came at a time
when many young people in
China are pushing back against
a culture of competition and
grueling hours in the work-
place. Qu had also been criti-
cized for other comments she
made in the series of short
videos on Douyin that have
since been removed.
In the series, she threatened to
ruin the careers of employees
who sent hundreds of com-
plaint letters against her to the
office, by ensuring they could

not find another job in the
industry.
She also criticized an employ-
ee who refused to go on a 50-
day business trip during the
COVID-19 pandemic - a time
when China severely restricted
movement and required weeks
of quarantine for travelers.
“Why should I take into con-
sideration my employee’s fam-
ily? I’m not her mother-in law,”
Qu said, adding that if employ-
ees refused to go on such busi-
ness trips then they would not
get salary raises or job promo-
tions. Chinese technology
firms have long been criti-
cized for their long working
hours. A public debate was
sparked in recent years over the
“996” work culture, where
employees in technology firms
were expected to work from 9
am to 9 pm, six days a 
week. 
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Japan’s defence chief on
Friday called for the bol-

stering of its anti-drone
capability after a drone
footage posted on Chinese
social media showed a
Japanese aircraft carrier
docked at a restricted navy
port west of Tokyo. Defence
Minister Minoru Kihara
called it a serious security
threat. Kihara’s acknowl-
edgement of the vulnerabil-
ity comes more than a
month after a video filmed
by a drone showed JS
Izumo, one of two Japanese
helicopter carriers, being
retrofitted to carry stealth
fighters to strengthen Japan’s
counter-strike capability in
the face of China’s assertive
military actions in the Indo-
Pacific.
The footage, also showing
plants, buildings and other
facility at the Japan
Maritime Self-Defence
Force’s Yokosuka naval base
was posted on a Chinese
social media site in March,
prompting investigation by
ministry officials. The
footage has also been post-
ed on other platforms such
as X. “After the video analy-
sis we have reached a con-
clusion that the footage was
most likely filmed by a fly-
ing drone,” Kihara told
reporters.
“We are taking the findings
extremely seriously,” the
minister added. “If drones
harm defence facilities, it
could cause serious disrup-
tions to the defense of our
country.” 
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Iranians voted on Friday in
a runoff election for the

remaining seats in the coun-
try’s parliament after hard-line
politicians dominated March
balloting. People in 22 con-
stituencies across the country
will elect 45 representatives
from a pool of 90 candidates,
15 of whom are considered
moderate.
In the capital, Tehran, 16 rep-
resentatives will be chosen
from 32 candidates, all hard-
liners. Final results are expect-
ed on Monday, though counts
in smaller constituencies are
likely before that.
Iran’s parliament plays a sec-
ondary role in governing the
country. Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has
the final say in all important
state matters. 
State TV showed Khamenei
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The Chinese market is open
to all countries, including

India, China’s new envoy to
India, Xu Feihong, has said,
maintaining that Beijing
understands New Delhi’s
concerns over its burgeoning
trade deficit and is willing to
address this issue by facilitating
more Indian companies to tap
the Chinese market.
The trade deficit, a major
concern of India for years,
stood at USD 99.2 billion in
2023 in the overall bilateral
trade of USD 136.2 billion. 
In 2022, the trade deficit
crossed the USD 100 billion
mark by touching USD 101
billion for the first time.
India has been periodically
flagging concerns and pressing
China to open its IT and
pharma sectors besides grains,
its major export potential
sectors. 
In an interaction with the PTI
and China’s CGTN-TV here
before he headed to New Delhi
to take up his posting, Xu
reiterated Beijing’s often
repeated assertions that it is not
China’s intention to seek a
trade surplus.
“There are multiple factors
behind India’s trade deficit.
China understands India’s
concern. It is never our

intention to seek a trade
surplus.” 
“The Chinese market is open
to all countries, including
India. We have sent many trade
promotion delegations to India
to buy Indian products, and we
would like to see more
marketable Indian products
enter the Chinese market. We
are ready to provide greater
facilitation for India’s
participation at the China
International Import Expo, the
China-South Asia Expo, the
Canton Fair and other
platforms”, he said.
“China is also willing to help
Indian companies cater to
China’s market demands and
tap into the potential for
commercial and trade
cooperation.” 
“Last year, the Chinese
diplomatic missions in India
issued nearly 190,000 visas;
over 80 per cent were business
visas. Business travels in both
ways is good for bilateral trade.
We hope that India can also
provide more convenience to
Chinese businesspeople
travelling to India for business
opportunities,” Xu said.
India-China trade continues to
remain high despite bilateral
tensions over the eastern
Ladakh military standoff as the
total trade last year climbed to
a record USD 136.2 billio.
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Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty found

firmer ground on Friday,
propelled by a rally in market
heavyweights Reliance
Industries, ITC and Bharti
Airtel amid a supportive
trend overseas.
Recovering from the sharp
decline in the previous trade,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 260.30 points or 0.36
per cent to settle at 72,664.47.
During the day, it rallied
542.37 points or 0.74 per cent
to 72,946.54. The NSE Nifty
climbed 97.70 points or 0.44
per cent to 22,055.20.
From the Sensex basket,
Power Grid, NTPC, JSW
Steel, Asian Paints, ITC,
Bharti Airtel, Hindustan
Unilever and Tata Motors
were the biggest gainers.
On the other hand, Tata

Consultancy Services, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Infosys,
Wipro, Mahindra &
Mahindra and HDFC Bank
were among the laggards.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong settled with gains.
European markets were
trading in the green. Wall
Street ended in positive
territory on Thursday.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.41 per cent
to USD 84.22 a barrel.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
equities worth Rs 6,994.86
crore on Thursday, according
to exchange data.
In the previous session, the
BSE benchmark dropped
1,062.22 points or 1.45 per
cent to settle at 72,404.17 on
Thursday. The NSE Nifty
dived 345 points or 1.55 per
cent to 21,957.50. 
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The rupee stayed range-
bound and settled 1 paisa

lower at 83.49 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Friday, as the support from
positive domestic equities was
negated by elevated crude oil
prices.
Forex traders said significant
foreign fund outflows dented
investors’ sentiments.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit traded in a narrow range.
It opened at 83.48, and
touched an intraday high of
83.46 and a low of 83.51
during the day. The domestic
unit finally settled for the day
at 83.49 (provisional), down 1
paisa from its previous close.
On Thursday, the rupee
closed at 83.48 against the
American currency.
The Indian rupee traded on a
flat note. Positive domestic
markets and a weak US dollar
supported the rupee,
however, a rise in crude oil
prices and sustained foreign
fund outflows capped sharp
gains, said Anuj Choudhary
Research Analyst, Sharekhan
by BNP Paribas.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was at 105.23,
higher by 0.01 per cent as the
US dollar declined on rising

weekly unemployment claims
from the US.
Weekly unemployment
claims rose to 231,000 vs
209,000 in the prior week and
the forecast of 212,000.
“We expect the rupee to trade
with a slight negative bias and
the US dollar may rise again
amid hawkish Fed speak and
safe-haven demand amid
geopolitical tensions in the
Middle East,” Choudhary
said.
Selling pressure by foreign
investors and rising global
crude oil prices may also
pressurise the rupee.
However, a rise in risk
appetite in global markets
may support the rupee at
lower levels. “Traders may
take cues from India’s IIP data
and Michigan consumer

sentiment data from the US.
USD-INR spot price is
expected to trade in a range of
Rs 83.30 to Rs 83.75,”
Choudhary added.
Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, rose
0.62 per cent to USD 84.40
per barrel.
On the domestic equity
market, the 30-share BSE
Sensex advanced 260.30
points, or 0.36 per cent to
close at 72,664.47 points. The
broader NSE Nifty settled
97.70 points or 0.44 per cent
higher at 22,055.20.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net
sellers in the capital markets
on Thursday as they
offloaded shares worth Rs
6,994.86 crore, according to
exchange data. 
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Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL)

plans to invest Rs 1.7 lakh
crore over the next five years
in its core oil refining, fuel
marketing and petrochemical
business as well as in clean
energy such as hydrogen, its
chairman G Krishnakumar
said on Friday.
As part of ‘Project Aspire’, a
five-year strategic framework,
BPCL plans to raise its oil
refining capacity, augment
petrochemical business and
expand its presence in cleaner
fuel space with an eye on
energy transition and meeting
country’s fuel demand, he
said at a post earnings
investor call.
“Our strategy is based on two
fundamental pillars -
‘Nurturing the Core’; and
‘Investing in Future Big Bets’.
We remain committed to our
core businesses, which
include the refining,
marketing of petroleum
products and upstream. In
addition, we are focusing on
our big bets, which comprise
petrochemicals, gas, green
energy, non-fuel retail, and
digital,” Krishnakumar said.

This will not just help meet
the rising fuel demand of the
world’s fastest growing
economy but also help the
firm meet its target of
achieving net zero carbon
emissions by 2040.
“Overall, we plan to invest Rs
1.7 Lakh crores over a period
of 5 years. Of this, Rs 75,000
crores is earmarked for
refineries and
petrochemicals. We plan to
undertake strategic pipeline
projects with an investment of
Rs 8,000 crores, of which
projects worth Rs 5,000 crores
have already been identified.
“We will invest more than Rs
20,000 crore in our marketing
business. We have also
earmarked investments of Rs
32,000 crores in upstream
production, mainly in
Mozambique and Brazil,
depending on positive
developments on ground. We
will invest Rs 25,000 crores on
gas business, (and) Rs 10,000
crores on green energy
business,” he said.
BPCL, which owns three
refineries that convert crude
oil extracted from below
earth’s surface into fuels like
petrol and diesel, plans to
expand refining capacity to 45

million tonnes per annum by
March 2029 from current 35.3
million tonnes, he said.
The capacity addition would
majorly be at Bina refinery in
Madhya Pradesh, which is
being expanded to 11 million
tonnes from current 7.8
million tonnes. Smaller
capacity additions through
debottlenecking are planned
at Mumbai and Kochi
refineries as well.
On fuel retailing
infrastructure, BPCL is
looking to add about 4,000
petrol pumps to its 22,000-
odd retail stations.
Also, the company is
undertaking two
petrochemical projects at

Bina and Kochi, he said.
“In line with the government’s
focus to increase gas share in
the Indian energy portfolio
from 6 per cent to 15 per cent,
we intend to increase our gas
footprint by building optimal
city gas infrastructure and
acquiring high opportunity
geographic areas. We are also
exploring enablers like
diversification of sourcing,
trading capabilities, storage
facilities and LNG
regasification infrastructure
etc. To support our
aspirations,” he said.
Alongside, it will pursue
green ambitions.
“We aim to build 10 GW of
renewable energy portfolio

through organic and
inorganic acquisition of
operating assets, by 2040,” he
said.
The clean energy business
will include producing green
hydrogen, which emits only
water when burnt. “We will
produce 30,000 tonnes per
annum of green hydrogen in
our refineries by 2030, to
meet 10 per cent of our
hydrogen demand. We will
also engage in pilots for green
hydrogen fuelled mobility
and other applications,” he
said.
The firm is also aggressively
pushing for biofuels and plans
to set up 26 compressed
biogas plants in the near term.
“In the EV charging business,
we plan to reach a total of
7,000 EV charging stations by
FY25. As of March 2024, we
added 2,443 new EV charging
and battery swapping
stations, taking our total to
3,135 EV charging and
battery swapping stations,” he
said.
The EV charging stations will
complement its fuel retailing
network which also includes
2,034 CNG stations.
Expecting petrol and diesel
demand to grow in the near

term, he said the growth in
demand of petrol is expected
to be around 5 per cent
whereas in diesel about 1.5-2
per cent.
“India has struck the right
balance between its energy
security and climate goals.
Our rapidly expanding
economy will inevitably lead
to a surge in energy demand,
prompting a continued
demand and growth in BPCL’s
core and new businesses,” he
said.
India has set a goal of
attaining net-zero emissions
by 2070. “This will accelerate
the adoption of green and low
carbon energy solutions,
opening significant economic
opportunities for companies
operating in the broader
energy sector, including
BPCL.”
On price outlook, he said the
expectation is that global
supply and demand will be
relatively balanced and the
prices would be in the range
of USD 83-87 per barrel. “The
factors that could impact
prices are largely related to
unplanned production
disruptions, a risk highlighted
by the recently escalating
tensions in the Middle east.” 

Sensex, Nifty
rebound as ITC,
Reliance gain

BPCL to invest �1.7 lakh crore in core, new energy business
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The Indian Tea Association
(ITA) on Friday reiterated

its plea for financial assistance
from the Centre to support the
struggling Darjeeling tea
industry. 
According to the ITA, the
situation in Darjeeling is
critical due to decreasing
yields and plummeting prices. 
Without a financial relief
package, the survival of the
Darjeeling tea industry is in
jeopardy, the association said, 
adding that it has urged the

government to consider and
act upon a financial revival
package endorsed by the
Parliamentary Standing

Committee on Commerce in
March 2022. 
“The association has urged the
government to extend a

financial revival package to the
Darjeeling tea sector which
has been already endorsed by
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on commerce in
March 2022. This awaits
consideration and action”, the
ITA said.
The ITA, quoting Tea Board
data, highlighted that adverse
weather conditions have
affected tea production in
Assam and West Bengal,
leading to a significant
decrease in production. 
From January to March 2024,
production was down by 13.69

million kg at 96.10 million kg
across the country, according
to Tea Board data. Prices at the
auctions have also taken a
beating during the same
period, the ITA said, adding
that at an all-India level,
auction prices were down by
Rs 16.08 per kg at Rs 128.12.
Meanwhile, tea exports from
India during January to
December 2023 fell to 227.91
million kg as compared to
231.08 million kg in the same
period of 2022, adding to the
industry’s challenges, the ITA
said. 

ITA seeks financial help from Centre to support struggling Darjeeling tea industry
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State-owned Bank of Baroda
(BoB) on Friday posted a

marginal 2.3 per cent rise in
net profit at Rs 4,886 crore for
the fourth quarter ended
March 2024.
The bank had earned a net
profit of Rs 4,775 crore in the
January-March quarter a
year ago. The total income
increased to Rs 33,775 crore
during the quarter under
review, as against Rs 29,323
crore in the same period last
year, BoB said in a regulatory
filing. Interest income grew
to Rs 29,583 crore during the
latest three-month period
from Rs 25,857 crore in the
corresponding quarter a year
ago.
On the asset quality side, the
bank’s gross Non-Performing
Assets (NPAs) moderated to
2.92 per cent of gross
advances as of March 31,
2024, from 3.79 per cent at
the end of March 2023.
Net NPAs also declined to
0.68 per cent of the advances,
from 0.89 per cent at the end

of 2023. As a result,
provisions for bad loans and
contingencies eased to Rs
1,302 crore, as against Rs
1,421 crore earmarked during
the same quarter a year ago.
The Provision Coverage Ratio
of the bank stood at 93.30 per
cent at the end of March 2024.
For the financial year ended
March 2024, the bank’s net
profit increased by a 26 per
cent to Rs 17,789 crore, as
compared to Rs 14,110 crore
in the preceding fiscal.
Total income of the bank
increased to Rs 1,27,101 crore
in FY24 as against Rs 99,614
crore in the preceding fiscal.
The board has recommended
a dividend at Rs 7.60 per
equity share of face value of
Rs 2 each fully paid up for the 
2023-24 subject to approval at
the ensuing 28th Annual
General Meeting.
Capital Adequacy Ratio
(CRAR) improved to 16.31
per cent, from 16.24 per cent
as on March 31, 2023.
Net Interest Margin (NIM) of
the bank stood at 3.18 per
cent at the end of March 2024. 
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Pharma major Cipla Ltd on
Friday reported a 78.7 per

cent jump in consolidated net
profit to Rs 931.87 crore in
the March quarter on the
back of higher sales.
The company had posted a
consolidated net profit of Rs
521.51 crore in the year-ago
period, Cipla Ltd said in a
regulatory filing.
Consolidated total revenue
from operations during the
quarter under review stood at
Rs 6,163.24 crore as against Rs 
5,739.3 crore in the
corresponding period a year
ago, it added.
Total expenses in the fourth
quarter were higher at Rs
5,153.31 crore as compared to
Rs 4,946.14 crore in the same 
period previous fiscal, it

added.
In the fourth quarter, Cipla
said its “One-India market
saw a growth of 7 per cent
year-on-year (YoY) backed by 
branded prescription and
trade generics, while North
America revenue was at USD
226 million, up 11 per cent
YoY supported by continued
growth in key differentiated
assets as well as base
portfolio”.
The board of directors of the

company in its meeting on
Friday recommended a final
dividend of Rs 13 per equity 
share of face value of Rs 2
each for FY24, subject to
approval of shareholders at
the ensuing annual general
meeting, it said.
For the fiscal year ended
March 31, 2024, the
consolidated net profit was at
Rs 4,153.72 crore as
compared to Rs 2,832.89
crore in the previous fiscal,
Cipla said.
For FY24, consolidated total
revenue from operations was
at Rs 25,774.09 crore as
compared to Rs 22,753.12
crore in FY23.
Commenting on the
performance, Cipla Ltd MD
and Global CEO Umang
Vohra said in FY24, the
company’s revenues crossed 

the threshold of Rs 25,000
crore, whereas operating
margins significantly
improved to cross Rs 6,000
core for the first time.
“This was backed by One-
India revenue breaching Rs
10,000 crore, North America
revenue surpassing USD 900
million and South Africa
reaching top spot in
prescription market, with all
three businesses growing in
double digits over last year 
with improved profitability,”
he added.
On the road ahead, he said,
“As we enter into FY25, our
focus will be on our priorities
of market leading growth in
our key markets, growing big
brands bigger, investing in
future pipeline as well as
focusing on resolutions on
regulatory front.” 
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Majority of personal
computer and server

makers selected under the IT
hardware production-linked
incentive scheme are expected
to start production this year, a
senior government official
said on Friday.
“... About 17 out of 27 PLI
companies will start
production this year. Around
6-7 of them started
production last year and two
have plans to start production
next year,” Ministry of
Electronics and IT (MeitY)
Secretary S Krishnan said on 
the sidelines of the
inauguration of a new high-
end computing server
manufacturing unit of Netweb
Technologies here.
The government in
November, 2023 approved the
application of 27 companies,
including Dell, HP, Foxconn,
Lenovo, Netweb
Technologies, under new
production-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme for IT hardware.
Among the big names that
have been granted approval
under the IT hardware
scheme are Flextronics,
VVDN, and Optiemus. Other
applicants that have received
the green signal include
Padget Electronics, SOJO
Manufacturing Services, 
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Gold and silver prices
rebounded sharply on

Friday after falling for two
straight sessions, with the
yellow metal jumping Rs 950
to cross the Rs 73,000-mark
in the national capital amid a
bullish global trend and
strong domestic demand on
the Akshaya Tritiya festival.
According to HDFC
Securities, the precious
metal climbed by Rs 950 to
Rs 73,200 per 10 grams. It
had closed at Rs 72,250 per
10 grams in the previous
trade.
Silver prices also surged by
Rs 2,300 to Rs 85,500 per kg.
In the previous close, it had
ended at Rs 83,200 per kg.
“Spot gold prices (24 carats)
in the Delhi markets are
trading at Rs 73,200 per 10
grams, up by Rs 950, amid a
bullish trend in the overseas
markets.
“During the auspicious
occasion of Akshaya Tritiya,
retail demand is going to rise
as people will buy gold coins,
bars, and jewellery,” Saumil
Gandhi, Senior Analyst of
Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said.
In the global markets, spot
gold at Comex was trading at
USD 2,360 per ounce, up by
USD 52 from the previous
close.
Gold rose after the latest
unemployment claims data
revealed more indications of
a slowing labour market.
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Sri Guru Gobind Singh
College of Commerce,

University of Delhi, organized
its 40th Annual Day on
Tuesday, 7th May 2024. 
Principal of the college, Prof.
Jatinder Bir Singh, in his
address, congratulated the
students for their
achievements in academics
and co-curricular events. He
recounted how in its brief

history of forty years, the
college has made a significant
mark in the educational
landscape of India. SGGSCC
has been awarded A++ by
NAAC and has been ranked
among top 50 colleges of the
country by NIRF. 
The Chief Guest of the event,
Justice Jagdish Singh Khehar,
former Chief Justice of India
urged the students to be
creative and thoughtful in
order to enjoy life and work. 

SGGSCC celebrates 40th Annual Day

As many as 17 firms
under IT hardware PLI 
to start production this
year, says IT Secretary
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Mumbai: After three
consecutive weeks of drop,
India’s forex reserves increased
by USD 3.668 billion to USD
641.59 billion for the week
ended May 3, the RBI said on
Friday. The overall kitty
dropped USD 2.412 billion to
USD 637.922 billion for the
previous week ended April 26.
For the week ended April 5, the
reserves had hit an all-time
high of USD 648.562 billion,
following multiple weeks of
increases after breaching the
previous high of September
2021 in March this year.
For the week ended May 3, the
foreign currency assets, a major
component of the reserves,
increased by USD 4.459 billion
to USD 564.161 billion, the
data released on Friday
showed. PTI
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For ages, food critics and
connoisseurs have engaged in
passionate discourses on how
the royal Mughlai cuisine of
Dilli stands out in sharp

contrast to its regal Awadhi
counterpart in Lucknow, a debate that
rages on. While both define North
India’s rich culinary heritage and both
spilt out of the ancient quarters of royal
kitchens to occupy modern-day street
food outlets of these two historic cities,
it takes a magician to synchronise the
two.  
With Chapter 4 of Farage: Northern
Meanders, Chef Anuj Kapoor, Director
of Culinary at Radisson Blu Hotel in
Greater Noida, delivers this impossible
magic of harmony with precision. From
the bustling chaos of Old Delhi’s streets
to the serene ambience of Awadh’s royal
courts, Chef Kapoor employs his
nostalgia of childhood and college
years spent in Lucknow and his
enviable professional experience in Old
Delhi’s Mughlai lanes and bylanes to
curate an innovative six-course meal,
meticulous attention paid to each spice
and ingredient. 
The meal started off with a fiery
welcome shot of Tikha Mango, the salt
and chili rimmed glass of aam panna a
welcome relief in Delhi’s sizzling May
heat. The Amuse Bouche gently opened
the gates to Dilli 6 ki Nagori, Methde
Aloo, Kachalu, a delectable offering
of a golgappa sized puri with
filling. A real taste of Delhi is
incomplete without some
wholesome Chaat. So Chef
Kapoor had a platter ready
with Kulle ki Chaat served
with a not-too-sour Kanji with
a jalapeno and Ram Laddoo
skewer.
The Nakkhas Masala Panko Soft Shell
Crab Aragula and Orange was a

tantalsing appetizer on offer.
Unfortunately, for Delhi, seafood
meanders its way into kitchens
through freezers,
compromising its freshness.
While the taste of the
crab and the crispiness
of the batter worked
well on the palate, it is
my personal
observation that deep
fried Indian food, North
to South, East to West, is
difficult to master in large
kitchens. They tend to get fried and
re-fried, leaving that slight hint of
used oil. These are best left to home
kitchens or road side eateries. The
vegetarian opition of Ambi, Hari
Mirch Ganderi Paneer Tinka may
perhaps have been a better choice.
That said, the Entrée opened the
floodgates of gastronomic indulgence.
The Gosh ki Galawat served atop a
Biscooti Roti that Chef Kapoor had
quite obviously paid personal
attention to, was an amazingly
innovative combination. The taste
lingered on long after the meal was
over. For the vegetarians there was, of

course, the Chakundar ki Galawat. 
This was followed by the main course
in which Chef Kapoor refined and
redefined the decadent Nalli Nihari to
a level of sophistication difficult to
match. The Chowk ka Nalli Nihari
Wellington indeed transported one to
an epicurean heaven. A clear winner,
this masterpiece blended the iconic
Wellington-style pastry with the
refined flavours of pulled Nalli Nihari
mutton. This innovative dish
symbolised Chef Kapoor’s unique gift
of framing culinary history in a
contemporary context. There was
Jumbo Prawn Khorma on offer
alongside the vegetarian Aminabad
Masala Portobello, Gucchi, Qar-e-
Pukhtan. 

Chef Kapoor has a signature
inaugural, informal talk

before laying out the
table for his patrons.

At the beginning of
each Farage, he
talks about the
i n s p i r a t i o n

informing the
menu, of how Dilli 6

is better known for its
vegetarian fare

considering the Old City has a fair
share of vegetarian traders and
merchants, and similar such priceless
nuggets of culinary history. 
I left the venue with the taste of an
extremely flavourful and aromatic
Chowk ki Gilouri, transporting me to
the bylanes of Lucknow that I
remember only too well. 

FACTSHEET
Farage Chapter 4: Northern
Meanders 
Venue: Satin, Radisson Blu,
Greater Noida
Date: May 10th & May 11th, 2024

Edesia, the renowned
global cuisine
restaurant at Crowne

Plaza New Delhi will
showcase an unprecedented
culinary extravaganza
through the exquisite
flavours of Malwa Cuisine
from Indore. This
unprecedented food festival
promises to unravel the
hidden treasures of Indore’s
culinary heritage, offering a
delectable array of dishes. 
From May 10th to May 19th,
2024, guests are invited to
indulge in an unparalleled
dining experience as Edesia
unveils a plethora of culinary
delights, carefully curated to
exemplify the essence of
Indore’s gastronomy. On
offer will be an assortment of
mouthwatering delicacies,
including the iconic Poha
Jalebi, irresistible Indori
Shikanji, flavourful Bhutte ki
Kees, comforting Sabudana
Khichdi, crispy Baked
Samosa, savoury Moong Dal
Bhajiya, and the
quintessential Pani Puri
served with six unique types
of water. Other highlights
include Chole Tikki,
succulent Kadak Nath,
aromatic Khassi ka Meat,
fragrant Subz Methi Pulao,
hearty Sev Tamatar ki Subji,
decadent Mawa Bati,
traditional Lancha, and
baked Kalakand. The
culinary journey will
conclude on a sweet note,

The Westin Gurgaon is hosting a 10-
day culinary pop up, with Kangan
from The Westin Mumbai Garden

City from May 17th till May 26th, 2024.
Showcasing Kangan’s
convergence of the regal
flavours of Lucknow and
the fiery essence of
Hyderabad, Guest
Chef Mohammad
Shaheed Qureshi
from Kangan and
Multi Property
Executive Chef
Amit Dash would
be at the helm of this
pop-up.
The pop-up promises a
gastronomic journey
celebrating Lucknowi and
Hyderabadi flavours. Kangan is a
contemporary interpretation of rustic
Indian flavours mainly from the North-
West Frontier region of Peshawar. Being
showcased at The Westin’s all-day dining
restaurant, Seasonal Tastes, the pop-up
menu at Kangan explores progressive
ideas in Indian cuisine while maintaining
the traditional culinary integrity of
signature dishes.
From traditional kebabs to rich biryanis,
the spread brings out many undiscovered
facets with its unique use of time tested
ingredients transformed by eclectic

combinations and modern
presentations. For instance, the
Sikanderi Raan, Banno kebabs,

Khaliyas, Kormas, Niharis, and
Gacche Gosht ki Biryani. Chef

Dash says, “Hosting pop-up
events has transformed our
business, boosting revenue and
enhancing guest experiences.
Diversifying our offerings and

collaborating with
renowned restaurants
have attracted new

audiences, bolstering
our position in the

hospitality industry,” adding
that “Experimentation

with cuisines, chefs, and
concepts has
showcased our
adaptability and
innovation, keeping
us ahead of trends
and reinforcing our
reputation. From a

business perspective,
these pop-ups have

allowed us to expand our
offerings which aligns with

the exploratory culinary demands
of our patrons. This strategic approach
has led to increased profitability and
recognition, highlighting the importance
of collaboration and innovation in
hospitality.”

Venue: Seasonal Tastes, The Westin 
Gurgaon, New Delhi

Date: May 17th - May, 2024, for dinner
buffet everyday; Sunday brunches on 18th

and 25th May 25th respectively.
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with the divine flavours of
Aam Ras, creamy
Shrikhand, and
wholesome Dal
Bafla.
To complement
this gastronomic
odyssey, beverages
have been
meticulously crafted
to elevate the buffet
experience. Guests can
quench their thirst with a variety
of invigorating drinks, including the
revitalizing Shikanji, the tangy Ananas ki
Panna, the unique Anti Soda, the classic

Lassi, and the refreshing Kairi Pana.
As Shuvendu Banerjee, General

Manager of Crowne Plaza puts it,
“This festival is a celebration of
culinary diversity and a
testament to our commitment
to offering unparalleled dining
experiences. We invite food

enthusiasts to join us on this
gastronomic journey as we explore

the vibrant flavours of Indore.”
Venue: Edesia at Crowne Plaza, 

New Delhi Okhla.
Date: May 10th - 19th, 2024

Time: 7:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Price: Rs 2,799 plus taxes

Rajasthan never ceases to
inspire. Be it the food,
the clothes, the colours,

the mesmerizing deserts, the
people, its music, this region’s
appeal is immortal and
forever irresistible. Little
wonder then that the majestic
Rangeelo Rajasthan food
festival at Crowne Plaza’s
Infinity in the heart of Delhi
has drawn well-deserved
attention. 
Showcasing Rajasthan’s regal
culinary heritage, Panch Rang
Panch Nagar is the leitmotif
of the festival that draws
inspiration from the diverse
palates and cuisines of the
five towns of Jaipur, Jodhpur,
Jaisalmer, Udaipur, and
Bikaner. We are told that
the chefs engaged in
this epic effort have
journeyed to the royal
kitchens spread across
Rajasthan to collate
secret recipes and
traditions while bringing
in local cooks to ensure
the authenticity of regional
flavours.
In order to remain faithful to
the festival’s thematic
emphasis, the venue has been
draped in the architectural
hues of the five chosen cities,
where guests can effortlessly
surrender to the rustic charm
and authenticity of village-
style piping hot Jowar, Bajra
and Bejar rotis prepared by
local women, travelling
straight out of their earthen
chulhas to the plate. 
Playing the perfect host,
Executive Chef Roushan
Sharma is quick to bring in
some local starters like the
kachodi kadhi and samosa
kadhi, the crispy fried
goodies gently crushed into a
warm bowl of silk smooth
gravy. This came with a sharp
and tangy garlic and kutty
mirch chutney and fiery
Mirchi ke Tapore. Clearly,
Ghee is the real star of a
traditional Rajasthani food

spread so there was no dearth
of this cooking medium in
the dishes that arrived at the
table.
Sharing his experience of
travelling to Rajasthan for the
curation of the festival’s
menu, Chef Sharma says,
“Our culinary expedition to
Rajasthan was a blend of
royalty and authenticity.
Spending a day with Thakur
Kunal Singh Sa graciously
unravelled the secrets of royal
recipes, while our
interactions with local
villagers added depth to our

understanding of the region’s
culinary traditions. We have
incorporated dishes from
Marwari, Mewari,
Shekhawati and Hadoti
cuisines.”
Chef Sharma has reason to be
proud of the fact that the feast
incorporates close to a
hundred dishes on a cyclic
menu, featuring an array of
exquisite Rajasthani
delicacies. 
Be it the fiery Laal Maas and
Junglee Maas, staples of
Rajasthan’s royal cuisine, the
earthy Papad Mangodi ki
Sabji, the aromatic Dal
Panchmel, the ubiquitous Ker
Sangri, the decadent Bajra
Kesari or Gulab Choorma, the
aromatic Dhaniya Murgh, or
the traditional Bajre, Makke
ka Raab, the feast was a
refreshing dip into
Rajasthan’s immensely rich

culinary pool that has its
origins in the arid and
resource-starved agrarian
ecosystem of the region for
centuries. Indeed, each
element of the menu was a
eye-opening vehicle of
transport to Rajasthan’s
culinary heartland.
Now, a bit about the décor.
Painstakingly set up to
recreate the rustic charm and
village-style dining
experience of Padharo Mhare
Desh one could opt to dine
under the stars (not
recommended in this May
heat) or enjoy the interiors
with live folk performances,

including vibrant Kathputli
puppetry and a spirited

Ghoda Gadi. The
venue has even
recreated the vibrant
energy of a
traditional Rangrez
Bazaar, complete

with stalls offering
local handicrafts and

entertainment.
Pankaj Gupta, the Area

General Manager,
underscored the significance
of such an experience amid
the dynamic culinary
landscape today: “In a world
where dining options
abound, we believe in
offering our guests more than
just a meal. The Rangeelo
Rajasthan Food Extravaganza
is not merely a culinary event;
it’s a journey of discovery and
delight, where every dish and
every performance tell a story
of Rajasthan’s rich heritage
and culture.” And indeed, it
does.

FACT SHEET
Venue: Infinity, Crowne
Plaza Delhi
Date: May 3rd to May 12th,
2024
Time: 7:00 PM to 11:00 PM
Price: Rs 2599 plus taxes per
person
Contact: 8860605588,
8860634435
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Promising to transform the
landscape of Indian

cricket, the Big Cricket
League (BCL) was officially
launched here recently at an
event with an aim to bridge
the gap between established
cricketing stars and aspiring
local talents.
Led by former India
international cricketer Rudra
Pratap Singh, the BCL
revolves around providing a
platform for showcasing raw
talent and offering a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to play
alongside cricketing icons.
The launch event was
attended by legendary cricket
figures including former India
Captain Dilip Vengsarkar,
League Commissioner, and
former West Indies Captain
Courtney Walsh, Vice
President. Both Vengsarkar
and Walsh echoed Singh’s
enthusiasm, emphasizing the

significance of the BCL in
providing opportunities for
those who have missed out on
traditional pathways to
cricketing success.
At the inaugural season, it was
announced that six franchises
were set to compete in 18 live
T20 matches. These matches
will feature a blend of former
international icons, first-class
cricketers, and aspiring local
talents, ensuring a captivating
spectacle for cricket
enthusiasts worldwide.
With matches set to be
broadcasted on both
television and OTT platforms
across India and in over 30
countries, the BCL aims to
make its presence felt amid a
global audience. Furthermore,
opportunities for team
ownership and sponsorship
are available, signaling the
league’s commitment to
fostering collaboration and
support within the cricketing
community, said a statement
from the BCL.
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In red-hot form, two-time
former champions Kolkata
Knight Riders will look to

seal an IPL playoff berth for the
first time in three years when
they take on the struggling
Mumbai Indians in their final
home match of the season,
here on Saturday.
The return of their two-time
title-winning skipper Gautam
Gambhir as team mentor has
done wonders for the side
which has found ways to win
games from difficult situations
this season.
Sitting at the top of the 10-
team standings with eight wins
from 11 matches, another win
will guarantee them the playoff
berth as the Shah Rukh Khan-
owned franchise will look to
end on a high, its campaign at
the home venue of Eden
Gardens.
Gambhir’s ploy to back Sunil
Narine as an opener along with
World No.2 T20I batter Phil
Salt has been a masterstroke.
The duo have scored bulk of
the team’s runs, giving it the
perfect platform in power-
plays to post six 200-plus totals
from eight matches batting
first.
With 32 sixes to his name,
Narine is also the second in the
list behind Abhishek Sharma
(35).
The consistency with which

Narine keeps churning out
high scores match after match
has been phenomenal.
With one century and three
fifties, the Trinidadian has also
been their leading run-getter,
amassing 461 runs at a strike-
rate of 183.66. Englishman Salt
has scored 429 runs at a strike-
rate of 183.33.
The duo’s explosive form has
also meant that the likes of
Andre Russell and Rinku

Singh, who have been their
designated finishers, have not
got enough opportunities.
Their performance has also
covered up the team’s bowling
profligacy, particularly that of
Mitchell Starc.
The young Angkrish
Raghuvanshi at No.3 has also
proved his worth, while
Ramandeep Singh has been
spectacular at the death.
In contrast, five-time

champions Mumbai Indians,
under Hardik Pandya, became
the first team to be knocked
out after Sunrisers Hyderabad
demolished Lucknow Super
Giants the other day.
Coming on the back of a
morale-boosting win over
SRH, MI will look to salvage
some pride.
Fresh from his knocks of 56
and 102 not out, Suryakumar
Yadav has been in scintillating

form which augurs well for
Team India ahead of the T20
World cup in less than a
month.
At the same time, Team India
fans will hope that Rohit
Sharma and Hardik Pandya
also return among runs.
The India captain has four
single-digit scores and one 11
in last five games, while
Pandya’s best this season has
been 46. The struggling all-

rounder has failed to cross 10
in his last six innings.
Pandya would be desperate to
strike form given that it would
be crucial to India’s chances in
the T20 World Cup next
month

TEAMS (FROM):
Kolkata Knight Riders:
Shreyas Iyer (c), KS Bharat
(wk), Rahmanullah Gurbaz
(wk), Rinku Singh, Angkrish
Raghuvanshi, Sherfane
Rutherford, Manish Pandey,
Andre Russell, Nitish Rana,
Venkatesh Iyer, Anukul Roy,
Ramandeep Singh, Varun
Chakravarthy, Sunil Narine,
Vaibhav Arora, Chetan
Sakariya, Harshit Rana, Suyash
Sharma, Mitchell Starc,
Dushmantha Chameera, Sakib
Hussain, Mujeeb Ur Rahman,
Gus Atkinson, Allah
Ghazanfar and Phil Salt.
Mumbai Indians: Hardik
Pandya (c), Rohit Sharma,
Suryakumar Yadav, Dewald
Brevis, Jasprit Bumrah, Piyush
Chawla, Gerald Coetzee, Tim
David, Shreyas Gopal, Ishan
Kishan (wk), Anshul Kamboj,
Kumar Kartikeya, Akash
Madhwal, Kwena Maphaka,
Mohammad Nabi, Shams
Mulani, Naman Dhir, Shivalik
Sharma, Romario Shepherd,
Arjun Tendulkar, Nuwan
Thushara, Tilak Varma,
Harvik Desai (wk), Nehal
Wadhera and Luke Wood.
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Former Indian captain Sourav
Ganguly on Friday said the

Indian team management should
make Virat Kohli open in next
month’s T20 World Cup to exploit
the star batter’s rich vein of form in
the ongoing Indian Premier
League. 
Kohli is the current Orange Cap
holder in this IPL with 634 runs
from 12 matches, averaging 70.44
and at an impressive strike-rate of
153.51, which is significantly higher
than his career rate of 134.31. 
“Virat is playing exceptionally well.
The way Kohli batted last night —
90 in quick time, you need to use
him as opener in T20 World Cup.
He should open, evidenced by his
last few IPL innings which have
been outstanding,” Ganguly told
PTI here on the sidelines of a
promotional event. 
Ganguly said India have picked a
balanced squad for the T20 World
Cup which has the wherewithal to
land the trophy after a gap of 17

years. 
India’s lone triumph in the T20
World Cup came in 2007, the
inaugural edition held in South
Africa.
“This is an excellent squad. I think
they have picked the best possible
squad. Apart from batting depth,
bowling looks excellent. 
“Bumrah is the best fast bowler in
the world at the moment. We have
experience in Kuldeep, Axar, Siraj.
It’s an ideal combination we have
this time,” said Ganguly. 
This edition of the IPL has seen
teams breaching the 250-run mark
quite effortlessly, and the 51-year-
old said the trend would continue
in the future as well. 
“This is going to be the trend in the
years to come. T20 cricket has
become a power-oriented game and
that’s what it is going to be. 
“I was reading Sanju Samson’s
comments the other day, where he

said there’s no time to settle down
in modern T20s. You just have to
hit, and that’s the way it is going to
be,” said Ganguly.
The Kolkatan, himself no stranger
to hitting some monster sixes
during his playing days, identified
the evolved mindset of batters and
Impact Player rule as the main
reasons behind such mammoth
totals in the IPL. 
“Now, in IPL we are seeing scores
like 240, 250 regularly. The main
reasons are good batting wickets
and the grounds are also not big in
India. In the last game between
Delhi Capitals and Rajasthan
(Royals), 26 sixes were hit in a 40-
over game, which is almost one six
every over. 
“That’s how this game has gone and
that’s how the players have started
approaching the game. The Impact
Player rule, where every team has
the possibility of adding another

batsman, has also added another
dimension to it,” he detailed. 
Ganguly said the bowlers need to

upskill themselves to counter the
ruthless march of batters in T20s,
and cited the example of pacer

Jasprit Bumrah. Amidst the general
ruins of bowlers, Bumrah stood tall,
grabbing 18 wickets from 12
matches and his economy rate of
6.20 is the best among regular
bowlers. 
“The bowlers need to be really
more skillful, we have some skillful
bowlers around, to be more
successful. Look at Bumrah, Axar
Patel, Kuldeep Yadav, all of them
bowl superbly in all formats of the
game and in the IPL. 
“I don’t believe in formats. I believe
in skills. These are exemplary
players who will thrive in all
formats,” he noted. 
Does he think the power-hitting
will take the elegance and artistry
away, making cricket robotic? 
“Not at all. Demands of different
formats are different. Everything
evolves, sports is not an exception.
You will still see elegance and
artistry in Test cricket. Test matches

will always be Test matches. 
“Look, quality players will be
successful in all formats of the
game. Look at Virat Kohli…the best
players will adjust to all formats,” he
added. 
Recently, Dinesh Karthik had
expressed his desire to return to the
Indian side in the context of the
T20 World Cup, but Ganguly said
the selectors made the right choice
by selecting Rishabh Pant and Sanju
Samson as wicketkeeper batters. 
“Dinesh played well but there are
better players than Dinesh. I don’t
think you can leave Sanju or
Rishabh out. There are better
players than Dinesh Karthik at the
moment,” said Ganguly. Ganguly
also refrained from commenting on
the “public reprimand” given to
Lucknow Super Giants skipper KL
Rahul by the team owner Sanjeev
Goenka. 
“It is not fair for me to make a
comment based on a TV grab. I
don’t know what Sanjeev had
spoken to Rahul. So, I leave it at
that,” he said.

The Big Cricket League
to promote local talent
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For a brief stretch on
Thursday, Rafael Nadal

looked every bit of a weary 37-
year-old player nearing
retirement.
Struggling to produce pace off
both sides with his
groundstrokes, committing an
uncharacteristically high
number of unforced errors and
unable to stay in rallies, Nadal
dropped the first set of his
first-round match at the Italian
Open against Belgian qualifier
Zizou Bergs.
Then the fist-pumping,
virtually-unbeatable-on-clay,
22-time Grand Slam champion
version of Nadal emerged and
the Spaniard rallied for a 4-6,
6-3, 6-4 victory before an
adoring crowd in what will
likely be his final tournament
at the Foro Italico.
Nadal was playing only his
10th match this year after
missing nearly all of 2023 with
a hip injury that required
surgery. He’s hoping to be
competitive one last time at the
French Open, where he is the
record 14-time champion.
“That was not my best match. I
was practicing better than how
I played today, without a
doubt. But I found a way to
win,” Nadal said. “My game is
more unpredictable than
before. I didn’t play much
tennis for the last two years. So
I’m up and down, on and off,
but I think I can do it much
better than what I did today.”
Rome, where he is a record 10-

time champion, is Nadal’s last
big warmup tournament
before Roland Garros starts on
May 26.
Nadal noted that after
overcoming his hip and
abdominal issues, the time has
come “to prove myself if I am
able to push my body to the
limit that I need to push to feel
myself ready for what’s
coming.”
“I am not talking only about
Roland Garros. I am talking
about the next match. I need to
lose this fear,” Nadal said.
“Matches like today help. Some
moments I was moving faster.
Some moments not. I need to
get used to that, to take that
risk. … I feel more ready to try
it than before.”
During his 70th win in the
Italian capital, the Campo
Centrale crowd serenaded
Nadal with chants of: “Ole, Ole,

Ole, Na-dal, Na-dal.”
“I’ve always been emotional to
play here, these kind of events
are the most important events
in my tennis career,” Nadal
said. “The crowd has been
always amazing with me,
supporting me since the
beginning of my tennis career.
So I’m super excited to be able
to play one more time here.”
Nadal was coming off a
straight-set loss to 31st-ranked
Jiri Lehecka in the fourth
round of the Madrid Open.
But he has never lost
consecutive matches on clay in
his entire career and now that
impressive statistic remains
intact during what he has
indicated is his final season on
tour.
Nadal got out to a strong start,
unleashing a 95 mph (153 kph)
forehand winner en route to an
early break and a 3-1 lead in

the first set. But he gave the
break right back in the next
game when he missed three
weak groundstrokes into the
net.
Then at 4-4, Nadal double-
faulted twice and was broken
again to give the 108th-ranked
Bergs a 5-4 lead and a chance
to serve out the set.
In the first set, Nadal
committed 16 unforced errors
to Bergs’ 10.
During the first game of the
second set, the match was
briefly suspended when a
spectator in the stands
required medical treatment.
That allowed Nadal to chat
with Carlos Moya, his coach.
After the 10-minute
suspension of play, Nadal raced
out to a 3-0 lead in the second
set as he upped the power on
his shots and became more
aggressive.
During the third set, Nadal
managed to win a point after
he fell to the red clay, quickly
getting up to resume the rally
and then producing a delicate
drop-shot winner. Then he
blasted a forehand cross-court
winner to break for a 3-1 lead
and unleashed a double-clutch
fist pump.
There were more fist pumps
when Nadal rallied from 0-40
on his serve to hold for a 4-2
lead in the third.
Nadal’s mother and sister
sitting behind the court
shouted encouragement and
his 1-year-old son was also
court-side - sitting on the lap of
Nadal’s father.
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World Championship challenger D
Gukesh bounced back from a sedate

start to defeat compatriot R
Praggnanandhaa and Germany’s Vincent
Keymer before holding world No. 1
Magnus Carlsen after round six of the
Superbet rapid and blitz tournament here
on Friday. 
However, Praggnanandhaa produced a
strong fifth round, defeating Holland’s
Anish Giri and he followed it with a win
over Keymer in the sixth round.
Norway’s Carlsen shares the lead with Wei
Yi of China with eight points apiece while
Praggnanandhaaa and Shevchenko share
the third spot on seven points each.
Nodirbek Abdusattorov of Uzbekistan,
Gukesh and Arjun Erigaisi are joint fifth
on 6 points, a full point ahead of local star
Duda Jan-Kryzstof. 

With four points, Keymer is in ninth spot
in the $175000 prize money tournament, a
point clear of Giri.
However, the dream run of Romanian
Kirill Shevchenko was ended by Erigaisi,
who scored his first victory in the event.
Starting with losses in the first two rounds
followed by a lone draw, Gukesh showed
pluck to prevail over Praggnanandhaaa in
the fourth round in 41 moves. 
The middle game arising out of a double

fianchetto by white did not offer much
scope for Gukesh and his position
worsened as Praggnanandhaaa launched a
King side attack by advancing his pawns.
The pressure was immense on both and
despite getting close to a winning position
Praggnanandhaaa could not keep his
nerves and let Gukesh come back strongly. 
In the next round, Praggnanandhaa was
on target with some difficult moves to
grind down Giri in just 21 moves out of an
irregular Queen pawn game. 
Giri fell prey to a brilliant rook manoeuvre
and blundered early.
Gukesh made most of the chances to crush
Keymer who played white. The tactical
complications led to a wild position in the
middle game wherein Keymer found his
king going for a long walk. 
It was hard to recover for him from there
and Gukesh finished the game with a
queen sacrifice.
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Bayer Leverkusen had a
double reason to celebrate

in stoppage time on Thursday.
Not only did it reach the
Europa League final and keep
its treble bid on course but
substitute Josip Stanišic’s late
goal preserved its remarkable
unbeaten record as
Leverkusen rescued a 2-2
draw against Roma.
Both had seemed at risk
during the semifinal second
leg after two Leandro Paredes
penalties had made it 2-0 on

the night and 2-2 on
aggregate. But an own goal by
Roma defender Gianluca
Mancini eight minutes from
time and Stanišic’s equalizer
saw Leverkusen stretch its
unbeaten streak to 49
matches.
Leverkusen advanced 4-2 on
aggregate and will face
another Italian team on May
22 in Dublin after Atalanta
beat Marseille 3-0 to advance
4-1 on aggregate.
“It’s pure goosebumps!”
Granit Xhaka told German
television RTL. “You dream of

an atmosphere like this. You
dream of games like this. As a
kid, you want to be in these
games and then when you
equalize just before the end
and get to the final, it’s
incredible.”
The fact that its unbeaten
record was preserved about 30
seconds away from coming to
an end was another
improbable finale in an
impressive season for Xabi
Alonso’s team, which has
already won the Bundesliga
title and also reached the
German Cup final.
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