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The First Information Report
(FIR) lodged by AAP leader and
Rajya Sabha MP Swati Maliwal

against Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal's Personal Secretary Bibhav
Kumar has revealed shocking details
of the assault. 
Maliwal alleged that Kejriwal's aide
Kumar "slapped" her "at least seven to
eight times" while she "continued
screaming" and "brutally dragged" her
while "kicking" her on the "chest,
stomach, and pelvis area", and
threatened with dire consequences. 
"When I called 112 (emergency
number) after the assault, Kumar said
do what you have to do. You can't spoil
anything for us. We'll bury and dump
you in such a place that no one will
even know," read the FIR.
In a related development, Maliwal on
Friday went to Tis Hazari court to
record her statement before a
magistrate about the alleged assault on
her. Metropolitan magistrate
Katyayini Sharma Kandwal recorded
Maliwal's statement in her chambers.
Under section 164 CrPC, a judicial
magistrate is empowered to record any
statement or confession made before
him during the course of an
investigation.
The medico-legal case report also
confirmed that she has suffered
internal injuries to her face.
Maliwal underwent a four-hour-long
medical check-up at AIIMS Delhi in
the wee hours of Friday. A Delhi
Police team reached AIIMS with the
AAP MP at around 11 pm and left at
around 3:15 am. 
Delhi Commission for Women
(DCW) member Vandana Singh also
accompanied Maliwal. During this
medical examination, an X-ray and
CT scan were done.
According to the FIR, on May 13,
Maliwal visited Kejriwal's camp office
at his Civil Lines residence where she
called and messaged Kumar, but

couldn't reach him. As she waited for
the CM in the drawing room, Kumar
"suddenly barged in, screamed at her
without provocation and abused her",
before allegedly assaulting her, it
states.
The FIR based on Maliwal's
complaint, recorded on Thursday,
three days after the incident, states
that as Kumar was not present at the
CM's house, she went inside the
residential area "through the main
door, as she has always done in the
past year", and told the CM's staff that
she was there to meet him. 
The FIR reads, "I went inside the camp
office and called Kumar, but I could
not go in. I then sent a message to his
mobile number (through WhatsApp).
However, there was no response. I
then went inside the residential area
through the main door as I have
always done in the past year. Since
Kumar was not present, I entered the
residence area and informed the staff
present there to tell the CM that I was
there to meet him."
She said a staff member informed me
that the CM would meet me shortly,
and suddenly, the PS of the CM,
Bibhav Kumar, barged into the room.
"He started screaming without any
provocation and even resorted to
verbal abuse. I was stunned by this
sudden outburst and reacted by telling
him to stop talking to me in such a
manner and to call the CM. He said,
"How dare you not obey us? How can
you not obey us? Your status is so low
that you won't refuse us. You're a lowly
woman, we'll teach you a lesson," she
claimed in the FIR.
Maliwal said while uttering these
words, he came and stood right in
front of me. "Without any provocation
on my part, he started hitting me
repeatedly," she said.
"He slapped me at least 7-8 times
while I continued to scream for help. I
felt absolutely shocked and kept
screaming for assistance. 

Continued on Page 2
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The grand inauguration of
the Ram Mandir by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on
January 22 has thrust Ayodhya
into the international spot-
light. However, the electoral
dynamics in this Lok Sabha
constituency, still commonly
referred to as Faizabad, are far
more complex, deeply influ-
enced by intricate caste equa-
tions alongside temple politics.
In this high-stakes seat, the
BJP's Thakur candidate Lallu
Singh faces stiff competition
from SP's Dalit candidate and
sitting MLA Awadhesh
Prasad, and BSP's Brahmin
candidate Sachhidanand
Pandey. 
Pandey, who recently
switched allegiances from the
BJP to the BSP, aims to
capture the Brahmin vote
bank.
"Ayodhya is synonymous
with Lord Ram. But when it
comes to elections, invoking
Ram's name is not enough.
The caste of the candidates
also matters," observed
political analyst Rajesh N
Bajpayee. 
He highlighted that while
outsiders might see Ayodhya
as a BJP bastion due to its
long-standing advocacy for
the Ram Temple, the reality is

more nuanced. Since 1989,
there have been eight Lok
Sabha elections, and the BJP
has won only four of them.
Lallu Singh and Vinay
Katiyar each won twice, while
Mitrasen Yadav won three
times-twice on an SP ticket
and once as a CPI candidate.
The SP also clinched the seat
in 2009.
During the peak of Ram
Lahar following the
demolition of the
Babri Mosque in
1992, the BJP faced
defeat in the 1993
Vidhan Sabha election
due to a strategic alliance
known as social engineering. 
Kanshi Ram and Mulayam
Singh Yadav joined forces,
leading to the formation of
the first Government by the
SP and BSP.
Locals attest to Ayodhya's
transformation following the

consecration of Lord Ram.
The city now bustles with
traffic jams and crowds of
pilgrims from across the
country. The once tranquil
13-km road connecting
Ayodhya with Faizabad, now
renamed Ram Path, has
become the city's bustling
hub, reminiscent of
Connaught Place in Delhi. 

"This Ram Path has
become the city's
lifeline, with
prominent eateries,
big merchandise
shops, and business

centers emerging.
Quaint souvenir shops

have transformed into
modern establishments
adorned with Ram Temple
models, saffron flags, and
other Hindu memorabilia,"
said BP Singh, a local
resident.

Continued on Page 2
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On the day the people of 58
parliamentary constituen-

cies in six States and two Union
Territories, including Delhi,
Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh, go
to the polls for the sixth phase
phase of the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, the hottest nine days
of the year, also known as
Nautapa, will begin.
Nautapa, which will continue
until June 2, is also considered
the birth time of the southwest
monsoon. During Nautapa,
the Sun is closest to the Earth,
resulting in intense heat. The
maximum temperature is
expected to range from 42
degrees Celsius to 45 degrees
Celsius, which may feel like 50

degrees Celsius.
Polling during Nautapa has
raised concerns about a low

voter turnout in the gigantic
plains in the remaining
phases.

According to weather
astrologer Dr SN Vajpayee,
Nautapa will begin from May
25, the day people of Delhi
will cast their vote and will
continue till June 2.
"It is believed that due to the
heat of the Sun and the water
element of Rohini, this is the
birth time of the monsoon
and due to this reason
Nautapa is considered to be
the birth time of the
monsoon," he said.
According to astrologers,
during the nine days of
Nautapa, a large portion of the
earth experiences severe heat
when four planets — Sun,
Mars, Mercury and Saturn —
are at the same place in the
horoscope.

The combination of these four
planets is called Samasaptaka
Yoga. The conjunction of the
Sun, Mars, Mercury and
Saturn is observed annually
during Nautapa.
It is believed that rain during
Nautapa indicates less rainfall
during the monsoon. Nautapa
without rain means there will
be sufficient rain during the
monsoon.
Vajpayee said, "Nautapa will
begin with the entry of the
Sun into Rohini Nakshatra on
May 25 at 3:17 pm. On the
second day of Krishna Paksha,
the Sun will enter Rohini
Nakshatra from Kritika and
will remain in this Nakshatra
till June 8. 

Continued on Page 2
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In her first public rally for
the upcoming Lok Sabha

elections, former Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi on
Friday attempted to strike
an emotional chord with the
voters of the Raebareli
constituency. She
asked them to
consider her son,
Rahul Gandhi, as
their own, as he is
now contesting from
the seat vacated by
Sonia.
Senior BJP leader and
Home Minister Amit Shah
too addressed an election
rally in the constituency
during which he attacked
Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi for calling Rae

Bareli a "family seat", and
said it's not a seat of any
family but that of the
people.
"Rahul will not disappoint
you," Sonia said, flanked by
Rahul, daughter Priyanka,
along with members of the
INDIA Bloc. She also

thanked the people for
giving her an

opportunity to serve
them as an MP for
20 years. "My
everything is given

by you. So, brothers
and sisters, I am giving

you my son. Please consider
him as yours," she said.
"I taught the same lessons to
Rahul and Priyanka which
Indira Gandhi and the
people of Rae Bareli had
taught me. 

Continued on Page 2
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For the first in the country's jurispru-
dence, the Enforcement Directorate

(ED) has named Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) as well as its convener and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal as an
accused in the supplementary charge
sheet filed in a money laundering case
linked to the alleged excise scam.
This is the first time that a recognised
national political party has been
mentioned as an accused in a
corruption case. Until now, no

political party has been implicated
under India's anti-money laundering
laws, although several NGOs and
other organisations have been
scrutinised by the ED.
This is also the first time that
Kejriwal, who was arrested on March
21 and granted 21-day interim bail by
the Supreme Court last week, has
been mentioned as an accused in the
ED's chargesheet. ED has claimed to
have established a money trail linked
to Kejriwal.

Detailed report on page 3

Historic taint on AAP, Kejriwal
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Hours after the Union
Home Minister Amit

Shah returned to New Delhi
after meeting several delega-
tions including J&K unit
Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP)
leaders in Srinagar, Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP)
President Mehbooba Mufti
Friday issued a formal appeal
to the Union Government
and the Home Minister to
refrain from interfering in the
ongoing electoral process in
Jammu and Kashmir.
The surprise visit of Amit
Shah ahead of the fifth phase
of polling on May 20 raised
many eyebrows in the valley.
Speculations were also rife in
the corridors of power over
the agenda of the close-door
meetings the Union Home
Minister was scheduled to

chair during his brief stay.
Meanwhile, Mehbooba Mufti
while addressing campaign
meetings called on the Union
Government and the Home
Minister to ensure that the
elections in Jammu and
Kashmir are conducted with
the  same fai rness  and
integrity as in other regions
of India.
PDP chief also stressed the
need to avoid pre-poll rigging
and to cease intimidating the
electorate and of f icers
involved in the election
process. "Today, the situation
is that the proxy parties of the
BJP, which are coercing peo-
ple, threatening people, and
spending huge sums of
money, are misinforming the
Union Home Minister" ,
Mehbooba alleged.
On his arrival in Srinagar late
Thursday evening Shah met

several delegations including
Gujjars, Bakerwals, Paharis
and Sikhs.
In the end, Shah met the BJP
delegation and directed the
party functionaries to ensure
a healthy mobilization of vot-
ers in the next two rounds of
polling on two Lok Sabha
seats  of  Baramulla and
Anantnag.
While Baramulla goes to the
polls on May 20, voting for
the Anantnag-Rajouri con-
stituency is scheduled for
May 25 after it was deferred
from its earlier schedule of
May 7 due to bad weather.
In the absence of a BJP can-
didate the Union Home
Minister reportedly directed
the party men to ensure that
the vote of every single BJP
worker, leader, and activist
goes against NC, PDP, and
Congress.

According to a Kashmir-
based BJP leader, Shah also
clearly stated during the
meeting that BJP will contest
all seats of J&K in the upcom-
ing Assembly polls slated in
September this year.
Reflecting on past electoral
issues, Mehbooba recalled the
1987 elections, where rigging
undermined public trust in
the democratic process. She
warned that any repeat of
such manipulation could have
disastrous consequences sim-
ilar to the violence and tur-
moil that followed the 1987
elections. 
She criticized the BJP's proxy
parties for using coercion,
threats, and financial incen-
tives to influence the election
outcomes, particularly high-
lighting reports of the Union
Home Minister's meetings
with Pahari officers to sway

support in favor of certain
parties.
During a series of roadshows
in north Kashmir's Watrgam,
Raf iabad,  Kralgund,
Poshpora, Trehgam, Kawari,
Awoora, and several other
areas, the PDP President said
that the active participation of
people in the elections is a
strong message to New Delhi,
opposing the August 2019
decision that revoked Jammu
and Kashmir's special status.
She pointed out the high lev-
els of unemployment, exorbi-
tant power tariffs, and over-
crowded jails filled with
Kashmiri youth as indicators
of the prevailing misgover-
nance. 
She asserted that voting is the
most powerful tool available
to the disenfranchised people
of Jammu and Kashmir to
challenge this misrule.

Refrain from interfering in ongoing electoral process in JK: Mufti
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Even before the results of the
Lok Sabha polls are

announced, another electoral
battle is keeping the main-
stream political parties in
Kerala, especially the CPI(M)
led LDF engaged. Come July
and the State will see three sit-
ting members of Rajya Sabha
retiring as they complete their
six-year tenure. Elamarom
Kareem , the Islamic face of the
CPI(M), popularly addressed
as Kareemikka, Jose K Mani of
the Kerala Congress (Mani)
faction and Binoy Viswam,
intellectual and the global face
of the CPI are retiring on  1
July.
Based on the current strength
of the Legislative Assembly, the
LDF will be able to nominate
two candidates while the third
seat would go the UDF. The
Congress has announced that
the lone seat has been given to
Muslim League. There is a big
fight between the constituents
of the LDF for the two seats,
The CPI(M), the big brother,
has declared that it will keep

one seat for its nominee leav-
ing the third seat for the other
constituents.
The CPI(M) wants to re nom-
inate Kareemikka to the Rajya
Sabha. Though he is a candi-
date from Kozhikode Lok
Sabha constituency, chances of
him winning the seat look
bleak because he is pitted
against the Congress strong-
man M K Raghavan who has
endeared himself to the elec-
torate. In the eventuality of
Kareemikka losing from
Kozhikode, he would be the
automatic choice of the

CPI(M) for the Rajya Sabha
seat as he has the backing of the
powerful Muslim lobby in the
party.
That leaves the lone remaining
seat as the bone of contention
between the CPI and the
Kerala Congress (Mani). “It is
important for Jose K Mani to
get nominated as Rajya Sabha
member because there is no
possibility of him winning a
direct election. He is not accus-
tomed to fight an election suf-
fering the scorching heat and
mixing with the party workers
belonging to the downtrodden

sections,” said P C George, vet-
eran Kerala Congress leader
who switched over to BJP ear-
lier this year. Jose K Mani, son
of late K M Mani, former
finance minister of Kerala and
chairman of the Kerala
Congress faction named after
him lost the 2021 assembly
election against Mani C
Kappen, a former Kerala
Congress leader from the for-
mer’s home constituency of
Pala.
This led to Roshi Augustine,
representative of the party get-
ting sworn in as a minister in
the Pinarayi Vijayan led
Government. If Jose Mani does
not get nominated, he will be
left without any option to
serve the people. For politi-
cians in Kerala, a membership
in parliament or legislative
assembly is a must to serve the
poor. But what bothers Mani
Junior is the cold shouldering
of him by Augustine.
The UDF of which the KCM
was one of the constituents till
the 2019 Lok Sabha election
has sent feelers to Jose K Mani
to return to their camp. But

ingenious Roshi Augustine
feels that this is a golden
opportunity given to him by
Saint Alphonsa of
Bharananganam and it is cer-
tain that he would continue
with the LDF leaving Jose K
Mani high and dry.
The CPI  is no mood to part
with the seat which it claims to
be its own. “Comrade Binoy
Viswam’s presence in New
Delhi is a must as the global
Communist movements look
towards him more than any-
body for guidance and direc-
tives in this era of turmoil.
Moreover, he is a poet and
intellectual of international
repute which further strength-
ens the party’s claim,” said P
Sujathan, author and political
commentator.
Yet another claimant for the
seat is RJD leader and planter
M V Shreyams Kumar, who is
also a major shareholder of a
Malayalam daily. He has been
singing paean to the chief
minister through his newspa-
per. As on Friday, it is a three
horse race for the lone June
Derby.
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India on Friday said a "narrow
view" should not be taken on

the long-term agreement
between New Delhi and Tehran
on the Chabahar port project
as it would benefit landlocked
Afghanistan, Central Asia and
the entire region.
The remarks by Ministry of
External Affairs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal came days
after the United States warned
of sanctions following India
and Iran sealing the deal.  India
and Iran on Monday signed a
10-year agreement that pro-
vided for Indian operations at
the Chabahar port.
"India's commitment towards
the Chabahar port is to realise
its potential as a connectivity
hub for Afghanistan and
Central Asian countries, which
are landlocked," Jaiswal said at
his weekly media briefing.
He said an Indian company --
India Ports Global Limited --

has been operating the port
since 2018 on an interim lease.
"Now, we have concluded a
long-term agreement which is
essential for port operations,"
Jaiswal said.
"Since then, we have provided
humanitarian assistance,
including 85,000 metric tons of
wheat, 200 metric tons of puls-
es and 40,000 litres of pesticide
Malathion, to Afghanistan
through this port," he said.
Located in the Sistan-
Balochistan province on the
energy-rich Iran's southern
coast, the Chabahar port is
being developed by India and
Afghanistan to boost connec-
tivity and trade ties.
"The US has shown an under-

standing of the importance of
the Chabahar port operations
for continued humanitarian
supplies to Afghanistan and to
provide Afghanistan with eco-
nomic alternatives," Jaiswal
said.
"I would like to reiterate what
the EAM (External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar) had ear-
lier said that we should not take
a narrow view of this issue," he
said.
Two days ago, Jaishankar said
a narrow view should not be
taken of the agreement
between India and Iran to
develop the Chabahar port as
the project will benefit the
entire region. Jaiswal said the
Chabahar port project will
benefit the entire region, par-
ticularly landlocked
Afghanistan and Central Asia.
"The US has, in the recent past,
appreciated the larger rele-
vance of the Chabahar project,
particularly in the context of
humanitarian supplies to
Afghanistan," he said.
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There is trepidation inside
the Trinamool Congress.

After the end of the fourth
phase of polling and just ahead
of the fifth phase the party's
research teams do not project
a very rosy picture for the out-
fit, inside sources say.
According to the inside sources
the party may lose as much as
15 to 19 percent votes if com-
pared to the 2023 panchayat
elections and a good 3 to 5 per-
cent votes vis a vis what it got
in 2021 Assembly elections. 
"If you are expecting 25 seats
then you are in a fool's paradise
… try to retain what you won
in 2019 that is 20 seats … if you
can do that you know you are
through … because there is
tremendous anger down
below," says none other than a
State minister. 
Out of the 18 seats that went to
polls in the first four phases the
TMC had won six seats in 2019
general elections. The rest were
won by the BJP and the
Congress which picked up 10
and two seats respectively.  
"Though the leadership took all
the seats very seriously they
knew that some of these would
be conceded to the BJP and the

Congress which had tied up
with the Left in the North and
central Bengal districts includ-
ing those of Murshidabad and
Malda where Left, Congress
have regained a good throttle-
hold … but the phase four elec-
tions for two seats of Birbhum
and five seats of Burdwan-
Durgapur, Asansol, East
Burdwan, Krishnagar and
Ranaghat have given the lead-
ership a creased forehead," said
the TMC leader who is quite in
the know of things.
According to internal reports
though the party may just
scrape through in Asansol
despite conceding a sizeable

Muslim vote to the Left things
could be worse in Krishnagar
and East Burdwan where the
Muslims might have voted
silently and definitely to the
Left. "This means the BJP may
get an edge and Mohua Moitra
may lose from Krishnagar," he
says. 
Once a formidable vote bank of
Mamata Banerjee the Muslims
have started to leave her not so
much because of the series of
scams and a number of her
cabinet colleagues going to jail
but because of the Left and
Congress propaganda that
TMC and BJP are hands-in-
gloves in Bengal.

People are asking questions as
to why the ED has spared
Mamata Banerjee and
Abhishek Banerjee while it has
arrested Arvind Kejriwal and
Hemant Soren despite the fact
that there are more concrete
evidence against the Banerjees
and despite repeated refrain
expressed by the Calcutta High
Court that the central agencies
are going slow in Bengal, says
BN Chakrabarty a professor of
political science.
"It seems that the Muslim vot-
ers are gradually leaving us and
if they continue to do so in the
remaining phases then the
party will be in deeper trouble
… in that case if the BJP gets
the advantage of a split in the
minority votes then their
dream of winning more than
25 seats may come true and in
that case Narendra Modi may
topple this Government well
ahead of 2026 State elections if
he comes back to power," a
TMC MLA and a former min-
ister says adding, "this is why
some leaders want the leader-
ship to take things seriously
now and take some measures
… you know what I mean to
say." 
No wonder why there is trep-
idation in the security forces

too. The reason: According to
sources the TMC may resort to
massive violence and booth
capture in the last three phas-
es of polling in order to make
up for the lost seats in the ear-
lier phases.
While the officials at the
Election Commission
remained tight-lipped TMC
sources said "arrangements"
have already been made with
the district level police and
administrative officers in dis-
tricts like, Hooghly, Howrah
and North 24 Parganas.
"There would be trouble and
even deaths if the Left and the
BJP resist … that is the reading
within though a section of the
party does not want bloodshed
because it does not want the
TMC's face to fall further," he
said.
Notwithstanding, CPI(M)
leader Md Salim said, "this time
round we too are prepared …
remember 2024 is not 2016,
2019 or 2021 … the people are
united this time and so they
will be made to taste their own
medicine if they foment trou-
ble." BJP leader Dilip Ghosh
too said that this time people
were alert and it would not be
that easy to win polls by vio-
lence. 
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“In an attempt to protect
myself, I pushed him away
with my legs. At that
moment, he aggressively
attacked me, pulled my shirt
up deliberately, causing the
buttons to come undone,
and my shirt flew up.
"I fell down and hit my head
on the centre table. I
continued to scream for help
as he did not stop and
proceeded to kick me in my
chest, stomach, and pelvic
area with his legs," she
claimed in the FIR.
"I was in extreme pain and
pleaded with him to stop.
Despite my pleas, he
continued to assault me. My
shirt was pulled up, but he
persisted in attacking me. I
kept begging him to stop.
Eventually, I was taken
outside the CM residence,
where I sat briefly on the
floor due to the intense pain.
The PCR police arrived, but
I was in a dazed state and
left, walking towards my
previous residence in Civil
Lines. 
I was crying and managed to
reach my earlier residence. I
sat on the ground there for

some time until some
personnel who had
accompanied me from the
CM house called an auto for
me. I sat in it and started
towards my house, as I was
in terrible pain and was
traumatised and shattered,"
Maliwal said.
"Somehow, I gathered the
strength to reach the PS
Civil Lines to report the
matter. I reached there and
informed the SHO about the
incident while crying. I was
in severe pain and
experiencing severe cramps.
I also started receiving
numerous calls from the
media on my mobile. Due to
the trauma, pain, and my
reluctance to politicise the
incident, I left the police
station without filing a
written complaint. 
My head was splitting with
pain, and my arms and legs
were aching terribly," she
said.
"The past days since the
incident have been
extremely painful for me. It
is one of the most difficult
times of my life. The pain,
trauma and harassment have
been mind-numbing. My

head and neck have been
hurting constantly since the
attack. My arms are very
sore and my abdomen is also
hurting. I am also
experiencing difficulty
walking. My situation is
exacerbated by the fact that I
have worked all my life for
women's issues and have
helped lakhs of women get
justice," the FIR read.
"I ended up being brutally
beaten by a person whom I
have known for a long time.
I am deeply disturbed by
this incident and am
distraught that someone
could display such goonda
behaviour. 
I feel totally shattered. It has
taken me 3 days to gather
myself and report the matter
through a written complaint.
I request you to kindly take
the strongest possible action
in the matter. 
I am shocked that this brutal
attack happened to me
completely unprovoked at
CM residence," it added.
The FIR has been registered
under sections 308, 341, 354
D, 506, and 509 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) at Civil
Lines police station.

From Page 1
“To respect all, protect the
weak, fight against injustice
for the rights of people. Don't
be afraid, because your roots
of struggle and traditions are
very deep," she said.
Sonia said, "Not only the
tender memories of my life,
but also the roots of my
family, have been connected
to this soil for the last 100
years. 
This relationship, as sacred as
Mother Ganga, is with the
farmers of Awadh and Rae
Bareli. It started with a
movement and continues to
this day."
Talking about her mother-in-
law and former Prime
Minister late Indira Gandhi,
who was the MP from Rae
Bareli, Sonia said, "Indira had
a special place for Rae Bareli
in her heart. 
I saw her closely while
working. She had immense
affection for you."
Sonia was first elected as an

MP from Rae Bareli in 2004
and represented the seat till
earlier this year when she
vacated it on getting elected as
a member of the Rajya Sabha.
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav, along with
other senior leaders of the
Congress and the SP, was also
present on the stage at the
rally.
Speaking before his mother,
Rahul said the "youth across
the country have made up
their mind that they don't
want Narendra Modi", and
asserted that the INDIA Bloc
Government will be formed
after June 4, the day results
will be declared.
"Modi will not remain Prime
Minister after June 4 and the
INDIA alliance Government
will be formed. That
Government will be of the
public," said Rahul.
Raising a copy of the Indian
Constitution, Rahul alleged
that the people of the BJP and
the RSS want to tear it away.

"I want to tell the people of
the BJP and the RSS not to
dream as no one can put an
end to this book," Rahul
added.
He reiterated the promises
made by the Congress in its
manifesto and listed the
schemes promised for the
women and the youth. 
"We made it a law to provide
free ration to the poor.
Currently you are getting 5 kg
ration but on coming to
power we will provide 10 kg
of free ration," Rahul said. He
talked about the connections
of his family with Rae Bareli.
Earlier in the rally, Priyanka
said the current Government
neglected the voices of the
farmers, women, poor and
the youth.
"Today a storm has kicked up
in the country. It is the voice
of the nation that the
dictatorship of the BJP
Government should be
removed and a new politics
with a new awakening be

established in the country.
"Send a message from Rae
Bareli to the nation that you
need clean politics and throw
away the Government of
Modi," she said as she has
been camping in the
constituency along with
neighbouring Amethi as
Rahul is kept busy in the polls
around the States where
elections are due in the
remaining three phases. 
Rae Bareli will go to polls in
the fifth phase of the ongoing
Lok Sabha elections on May
20.
Addressing at Amethi, Rahul
said he would treat Amethi
and Rae Bareli equally when it
comes to development if his
party comes to power at the
Centre. 
Rahul is contesting the Lok
Sabha poll from Rae Bareli,
replacing his mother Sonia.
He has been an MP thrice
from Amethi and was
defeated in 2019 by sitting
MP Smriti Irani.

From Page 1
Despite the prominence of
saffron politics, caste
dynamics remain crucial in
the Faizabad Lok Sabha seat,
which votes on May 20 in the
fifth phase. 
Modi underscored the BJP's
focus on this constituency
with a roadshow on May 5,
supporting Lallu Singh's bid
for a third consecutive term.
Dalits constitute 26 per cent of
the constituency's population,
mainly from the Rawat,
Chamar, and Kori
communities. 
SP candidate Awadhesh
Prasad, a seasoned politician
and the party's Dalit face, is
contesting from here. Prasad,
the SP MLA from the
Milkipur Assembly
constituency, has had a long
political career since his first
Assembly win in 1977. After
losing the 2017 Assembly
election, Prasad reclaimed the
Milkipur seat in 2022. 
Meanwhile, former BJP leader
Sachhidanand Pandey is the

BSP's candidate, representing
Brahmin interests.
"This contest is likely to be
interesting because caste plays
a significant role," said VN
Das, a local journalist. "The
upper castes predominantly
support the BJP, while Dalits
and Muslims are likely to back
the INDIA Bloc candidate."
Veteran BJP leader Lallu Singh
is relying on a unified Hindu
vote to secure his seat. Singh's
campaign, led by Kamla Kant,
is based out of the party's
office on Ram Path. Despite
his strong local connections
and presence at community
events, Singh is actively
canvassing to retain his
position.
The caste composition of the
Faizabad constituency
includes 26 per cent Dalits
(Rawat, Chamar, Kori), 14 per
cent Muslims, 12 per cent
Kurmi, 12 per cent Yadav, 12
per cent Brahmin, 6 per cent
Rajput, 4 per cent Vaish, 5 per
cent Kewat/Mallah/Nishad,
and 12 per cent other OBCs.

From Page 1
The first 9 days of this period
are called Nautapa. At this
time, the Sun's rays will fall
directly on the Earth but this
time their effect will be less
due to the setting of the stars
Venus and Jupiter."
"There is a possibility of
drizzle in some parts of the
country and rain in other
places with strong wind and
storms. It is mentioned in the
Brihatsamhita text of
Varahamihira that the
weather changes due to the
setting of the planets," he said.
According to science, the rays
of the Sun come directly to the
Earth during the Nautapa.
Due to which the temperature
of the earth rises very high.
Due to excess heat, a low
pressure area is formed in the
plains which attract sea waves,
causing good rain.
As per religious beliefs, it is a
tradition to worship the Surya
Dev during the Nautapa
period. In the nine days of
Nautapa, the Sun is believed

to be in its fierce form causing
the temperature to rise even
higher.
Worshipping the Sun god at
this time is believed to protect
families from the soaring
temperatures. Some of the
rituals also add to the
happiness and prosperity in
the lives of the devotees. It is
advised to consume water,
curd, milk, coconut water, and
other foods with cold
temperatures in the Nautapa
time. Besides consuming
these items, the devotees
should also take the initiative
to donate them.
According to astrology, if the
Sun heats up fully on all the
days of Nautapa, it is
considered a sign of good rain.
During this time, the Sun will
remain at 23 degrees to 40
degrees till June 8. The reason
is that the ruling planet of
Rohini Nakshatra is the
Moon. The Sun is considered
to be a symbol of brightness
and majesty, while the Moon
is a symbol of coolness.
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Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University

announces special seats for
‘Single Girl Child’ on Friday
in line with the Government’s
effort to promote ‘Girl Child
Campaign’.
With the aim to promote
girls’ higher education, a spe-
cial provision has been made
for them with one each super-
numerary seat has been cre-
ated for ‘Single Girl Child’ for
admission in each of the
undergraduate and postgrad-
uate programmes at
University School of Studies
of the university from the
academic session of 2024-25.
“This will enable them to
procure a seat and pursue
their  higher studies,”  a
spokesperson from the insti-
tution said.
The provision has been made
under the GGSIP University
Act, 1998. This seat will be
allotted purely on the basis of
merit of applicable National
Level  Test/  Common
Entrance Test/ Merit  of
Qualifying Examination.

Vice Chancellor of GGSIPU
Professor Mahesh Verma said,
“As per this new provision,
any single girl child; or in case
of twins (both girls); and in
case of twins (one boy and
one girl), the girl child shall
be eligible. This is yet anoth-
er milestone towards women
empowerment.”
This one seat shall be filled up
on an All India Basis, which
means there wil l  be no
regional  a l locat ion
(Delhi/outside Delhi). Also,
no other reservation on the
basis of caste or economic
background shall be applica-
ble for such a seat. For any

further update, deserving
candidates are advised to visit
the University website
www.ipu.ac.in and admission
portal https://ipu.admis-
sions.nic.in.
“Eligible candidates need to
apply afresh, for which the
application forms will be
made available soon. In the
new application form, the
candidate has to mention the
details of the earlier form
filled online. 
Any single girl child who has
not applied earlier can also
apply through the new appli-
cation form,” the spokesper-
son said.
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As the maximum tempera-
ture in Delhi touched 43.6

degree Celsius on Friday, the
power demand pushed  to
6,800 MW, highest this sum-
mer, discom officials said.   The
minimum temperature is
recorded at 25.4 degree Celsius,
a notch below the normal. The
reduced gap between the max-
imum and minimum temper-
ature leads to discomfort for
the people of the national cap-
ital, giving the feel of 47-48
degree celsius .  Most observa-
tory stations have recorded a
maximum temperature above
45 degree Celsius here.
Ayanagar recorded over 46
degree Celsius, highest in the
national capital.

The State Load Dispatch
Centre (SLDC) Delhi realtime
data showed the peak power
demand in the city shot up to
6834 MW around 23.10 PM on
Thursday. It was 6,780 MW at
3.26 PM on Thursday.
The peak power demand was

6,703 MW around 3.29 PM on
Friday, showed SLDC data.
Tata Power Delhi Distribution
Limited (TPDDL) successful-

ly met peak power demand of
2,035 MW on Friday which is
highest for this season in its
area of operations, which
include localities in the north
Delhi, said a spokesperson of
the discom.
It is expecting the peak power
demand to touch a high of
2,351 MW this summer.
The company has signed
agreements of up to 2,500 MW,
apart from contingency
arrangements, through long-
term and short-term arrange-
ments.
The discoms in Delhi have

estimated Delhi’s peak power
demand to cross 8,000 MW
this summer.
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Delhi BJP Mahila Morcha
members staged a protest

near Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s residence on Friday
morning over the alleged
assault on AAP Rajya Sabha
MP Swati Maliwal by his aide
Bibhav Kumar, demanding
resignation from AAP chief
over the incident.
The protesters were led by
Mahila Morcha president
Richa Pandey Mishra and the
protesters, who were carrying
bangles, said, “If the Chief
Minister can’t respect women,
he should rather give his res-
ignation.”
Mishra said the Mahila
Morcha wanted to hand over
the bangles to Kejriwal for
keeping mum over the inci-
dent with Maliwal  that
occurred at his official resi-
dence. “Kejriwal haye, haye”
and “Nahi chalegi tanashahi”
were the slogans hurled by the
women standing near the
house of Kejriwal.
Mishra stated, “After the inde-
cent behavior with Maliwal in
Chief Minister’s house Delhi’s
women no longer feel safe

because if a Rajya Sabha
member is not safe inside the
Chief Minister’s residence,
how can Kejriwal guarantee
the safety of women in their
homes or on the streets.”
She emphasised that the inci-
dent with Maliwal is not a
personal matter of Arvind
Kejriwal but an issue of insult
to the active woman MP of
Delhi. “It is also the truth of
the Kejriwal government

because they have consis-
tently remained silent on the
insults being perpetrated
against Delhi’s women by
their allies for the past 10
years,” she said.
Media head of Delhi BJP
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said,
“Kejriwal’s silence on the case
of Swati Maliwal proves his
agreement with the assault on
her, and now he can hide his
assistant Bibhav in Punjab.”

A protestor Priyal Bharadwaj
said that what happened at
the Chief Minister’s residence
with Swati Maliwal is shock-
ing. 
“It is not just indecency but
also physical assault, which is
extremely humiliating for a
woman who is a member of
parliament. 
She said that it is painful and
shameful that despite Arvind
Kejriwal being aware of all

this ,  he is  st i l l  s i lent ,”
Bharadwaj said.
The Delhi Police on Thursday
registered an FIR in connec-
tion with Maliwal’s alleged
assault, naming Kumar, the
personal assistant of Kejriwal,
as an accused. 
The FIR was registered after
Maliwal’s  statement was
recorded by a two-member
team led by Addit ional
Commissioner of Police P S
Kushwaha. The team was at
Maliwal’s residence in central
Delhi for nearly four and a
half hours on Thursday.
Kumar ignored the National
Commission for Women’s
(NCW) summon and did not
appear before them on Friday,
which had asked him to
appear before it at 11 am.
A tweet  by NCW read,
“Officers of the NCW, along
with the ACP of Civil Lines,
New Delhi, attempted to serve
a Notice of Hearing to Bibhav
Kumar at his residence. 
When the occupants of the
house refused to accept the
notice, the officers affixed it
on the gate of his residence.
The hearing is scheduled for
18th May at the NCW Office.”
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Hours after the shocking
details of alleged assault

on AAP leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Swati Maliwal at
the residence of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
came out in public domain, a
video has emerged that shows
the AAP MP in an altercation
with the house staff purport-
edly after the assault. The
AAP from its twitter handle
also posted the video stating
“Truth of Swati Maliwal”.
The video, the authenticity of
which has not been ascer-
tained,where Maliwal could
be seen arguing with securi-
ty personnels at the Delhi
Chief  Minister Ar vind
Kejriwal’ residence who were
asking her to leave the place.
After breaking her silence on
the issue on Thursday on X
(formerly Twitter), AAP MP
Swati Maliwal reacted to the
video in a post by her social
media handle and said, “Like
every time, this time also
this political hitman has start-
ed efforts to save himself. By
getting his people to tweet
and playing videos without
any context, he thinks he can
save himself by committing
this crime. 
Who makes a video of some-
one being beaten up? The
truth will be revealed to
everyone as soon as the
CCTV footage of the house
and the room is checked. Fall
to whatever level you can,
God is watching everything.
One day everyone’s truth will
come out in front of the
world.”
The video shows the Maliwal
in an argument with several
security staff in Arvind
Kejriwal’s residence. She was
asked to leave, but Maliwal
vehemently protested, asking
them to wait for the police to

come first. 
Once, she could be heard
using the term  ‘ganja’ (bald),
which led to the security per-
sonnel asking her to not talk
in such a manner.
In the beginning of the 52 sec-
onds video, she said, “I will
not, I will not. 
I will do it. I will tell everyone
about this.” Thereafter, she
said that she will speak to the
senior police officers right
there and won’t leave till then. 
The security personnel
replied in Hindi, “Fine, but for
now you leave.”
“No, whatever will need to
happen, will happen here
now. You do whatever you
want to do. And I will take
away your job too if you
touch me,” Maliwal is heard
saying in the video. 
The security staff replied stat-
ing that they are humbly
requesting her to leave the
house.
“I have dialled up 112. Let the
police come, then I will talk,”
Swati Maliwal said. The staff
said, “But they (the police)
won’t come inside, right? We
are only requesting. 
You are a well-educated per-
son. We won’t be throwing
you out.”

Maliwal said that the police
will come inside the resi-
dence.
Maliwal is also heard saying,
“Yeh ganja sala. (This bald
person),” which enraged the
security staff standing there,
who asked her not to use such
a language.
In an FIR registered in the
case on Thursday, Maliwal
said, “Then when he realized
that l had called the 112
number he went out of the
room. 
Again, Bibhav came back with
the security personnel work-
ing at the main gate of the CM
camp offices. They came and
asked me to leave at the
behest of Bibhav. I kept telling
them that I was brutally beat-
en up and they should look at
my condition and wait until
the PCR police come.
However, they asked me to
leave the premises. 
I was taken outside the CM
residence and I sat briefly on
the floor outside his house as
I was in deep pain.”
The FIR states that she even-
tually managed to free herself
and called the police. Maliwal
claimed Bibhav Kumar threat-
ened her, saying he “shall see
to it” and he would “bury her”.

Video of Maliwal in altercation with
Kejriwal’s house staff surfaces online
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will hold a rally in

the nat ional  Capital  on
Saturday at 4 pm in support
of the three candidates of
BJP in Delhi’s Ghonda assem-
bly seat
In the rally which is being
held in Delhi’s North east
constituency, PM Modi will
be seen seeking votes from
the voters for North east can-
didate Manoj Tiwari, East
candidate Harshdeep
Malhotra and Chandni
Chowk candidate Praveen
Khandelwal.
In Ghonda’s Kartar Nagar,
one would witness a grand
rally by the PM who would be
looking to keep the two times
track record of sweeping all
seven Lok Sabha seats in
Delhi intact.
Further, according to party
sources, he will also hold a
rally in Dwarka, which falls
under the West Delhi Lok
Sabha constituency to seek
votes for the rest of the four
candidates- New Delhi can-
didate Bansuri Swaraj, South

Delhi candidate Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri, West Delhi candidate
Kamaljeet Sehrawat and
reserved constituency of
North west Delhi candidate
Yogendra Chandolia.
As per sources, the second
rally of PM Modi is slated to
happen on May 22. Moreover,
Home Minister Amit Shah is
expected to do election cam-
paigning on Monday.
On the same day that PM
Modi is doing his rally in
Delhi in Northeast Delhi,

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi is addressing a pub-
lic gathering in Ramlila
Maidan for the joint Congress
and INDIA alliance candidate
JP Agarwal for Chandni
Chowk. 
Meanwhile, Kejriwal will not
be seen with Gandhi in his
public address.
According to party sources, it
is likely that Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister also partici-
pated in the election cam-
paigning in Delhi.
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Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on

Friday, blamed Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal for
the “shocking assault” on
AAP Rajya Sabha MP Swati
Maliwal which took place at
his official residence and said
he is instead “shamelessly”
moving around with accused
Bibhav Kumar.
Addressing a press conference
at  BJP headquarters ,
Sitharaman said, “The fact
that Swati Maliwal did not
register a complaint in Police
for 3-4 days (after the inci-
dent) means that there was
pressure on her from high-
level. There is reason to
believe that there was enough
pressure on her and probably
will continue on with her.” A
visibly angry FM Sitharaman
also dug up old cases of some
AAP leaders who are facing
legal action over the incidents
involving women.
The Finance Minister said
that Chief Minister Kejriwal
owes an explanation and an
apology as to how the attack
on the AAP leader took place
in his own house, carried out
by “his right-hand man”
Bhibhav Kumar, while he was
present there.
She lashed out at Kejriwal say-
ing that instead of being

apologetic over the deplorable
incident, he has been “shame-
lessly” roaming around with
the culprit Bhibav Kumar,
while campaigning in UP.
FM Sitharaman took Kejriwal
to task for ignoring such a
serious issue and refusing to
say anything over the assault,
when journalists asked for his
comment on the incident.
She said it was shocking that
the Delhi CM just pushed
aside the journalists’ mic and
shamelessly moved on with
his political campaigning.
“The women in Delhi are
asking - can this CM (Delhi
CM Arvind Kejriwal) even
provide security to the
women in the city? Arvind
Kejriwal is responsible for
this incident,” Sitharaman
said.
She said it was unbelievable
and unacceptable that Arvind
Kejriwal had not spoken any-
thing on the issue.
“Since May 13, the CM
Arvind Kejriwal has not spo-
ken even a single word on the
act of violence against his own
party’s Rajya Sabha female
member. It is unbelievable
and unacceptable that his
party’s female member, who
was the chief of the Delhi
Commission for Women, was
assaulted, and he did not
even say anything about it,”
she said.
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The AAP has refuted claims
of assault on party leader

and Rajya Sabha MP Swati
Maliwal by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s aide
Bibhav Kumar on Friday stat-
ing that it is a BJP conspiracy
to frame AAP Chief.
Meanwhile, Maliwal attacked
the AAP for taking a U-turn,
stating that the party is under
pressure from Kumar.
In a press conference, senior
AAP leader and Delhi Minister
Atishi said Maliwal is the "face"
of this, terming allegations lev-
elled by her against Kumar
"baseless". The remarks come a
day after the Delhi Police reg-
istered an FIR against Bibhav
Kumar, the personal assistant of
Kejriwal, for allegedly assault-
ing Maliwal at the chief minis-
ter's official residence. She had
reached the CM's residence
without an appointment and
her intention was to level alle-
gations against Kejriwal, senior
AAP leader Atishi alleged at a
press conference.

"Today a video has surfaced
that has exposed the lie of
Maliwal. In her FIR, she has
said she was brutally assaulted
and she was in pain, and but-
tons of her shirt were torn. A
video that has surfaced shows
an entirely different reality,"
Atishi said.
This comes days after on
Tuesday senior AAP leader
and Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay
Singh confirmed that Kumar
misbehaved with Maliwal.
According to the FIR, Maliwal
was "kicked and slapped seven
to eight times" allegedly by
Kumar. The FIR also stated that
Kumar "did not relent" despite
her asking him to stop.
When Atishi was asked about
Singh accepting misbehaviour
with Maliwal and calling it
"highly condemnable", Atishi
said, "AAP MP Sanjay Singh
met Maliwal and he had only
her version. But now this video
has brought out the truth."
Hitting at the party for its
renewed claims, Maliwal in a
tweet said, The leaders who
joined the party yesterday

declared a 20-year old worker
as a BJP agent. Two days ago
the party had accepted the
truth in the PC and today it has
taken a U-turn. This goon is
threatening the party, if I get
arrested I will reveal all the
secrets. That is why he is roam-
ing around in Lucknow and
everywhere seeking shelter.”
Claiming there is pressure from
Kumar, she stated, “Today,
under his pressure, the party
gave in and to save a goon, my
character was questioned by
the entire party. No problem, I
have been fighting alone for the
women of the entire country, I
will fight for myself too. Do
character assassination as much
as possible, the truth will come
out when the time comes!”
The former Chairperson of
Delhi Commission for Women
(DCW) has also claimed that
Kumar hit her with "full force
again and again" but no one
came to her rescue. She also
alleged that despite telling
Kumar that she was menstru-
ating and in pain, he did not
budge. 
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For the first in the country’s
jurisprudence, the

Enforcement Directorate (ED)
has named Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) as well as its convener and
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal as an accused in the
supplementary charge sheet filed
in a money laundering case
linked to the alleged excise scam.
This is the first time that a rec-
ognized national political party
has been mentioned as an
accused in a corruption case.
Until now, no political party has
been implicated under India’s
anti-money laundering laws,
although several NGOs and
other organisations have been
scrutinised by the ED. This is
also the first time that Kejriwal,
who was arrested on March 21
and granted 21-day interim bail
by the Supreme Court last week,
has been mentioned as an
accused in the ED’s chargesheet.
ED has claimed to have estab-
lished a money trail linked to
Kejriwal.
In a supplementary chargesheet
filed in the Rouse Avenue court
before special judge Kaveri
Baweja in the alleged liquor
policy scam, the ED has named
the Aam Aadmi Party - a nation-
al political party - and its nation-
al convenor, Arvind Kejriwal,
who is out on interim bail in the
case. Special Judge Kaveri Baweja
is likely to take up the
chargesheet, spanning 200 pages
apart from the annexure, for
cognisance in the coming days.
This is the eighth charge sheet
filed by the ED in this case in
which it has arrested 18 people
so far. Last week, a similar com-
plaint was filed by the agency
against BRS leader and former
Telangana chief minister
Chandrashekar Rao’s daughter K
Kavitha and four others.
The development comes at a
time when the AAP finds itself

embroiled in a controversy sur-
rounding its Rajya Sabha MP
Swati Maliwal, who has alleged
that she was slapped and kicked
by Mr Kejriwal’s aide Bibhav
Kumar at the chief minister’s res-
idence on Monday, when she
was waiting to meet the AAP
chief.
Official sources said a volumi-
nous prosecution complaint has
been filed before a special court
here. The accused have been
sought to be charged under the
provisions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
the sources said.
According to ED, Section 70 of
the stringent Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
deals with offences by compa-
nies. The provision states that
“where a person committing a
contravention of any of the pro-
visions of this Act or any rule,
direction or order made there-
under in a company, every per-
son who, at the time the contra-
vention was committed, was in
charge of and was responsible to
the company, for the conduct of
the business of the company as
well as the company, shall be
deemed to be guilty of the con-
travention and shall be liable to
be proceeded against and pun-
ished accordingly”.
While a political party is not a
‘company’ incorporated under
the Companies Act, 2013, the
provision has a crucial explana-
tion that could bring a political
party under the ambit of the anti-
money laundering law.
The ED had earlier stated that

AAP, being a political party, is
defined as an association or a

body of individual citizens of
India under the Representation
of the People Act, and hence it
can be categorised as a “compa-
ny” as contemplated under sec-
tion 70 of the PMLA.
As Arvind Kejriwal was “in-
charge of and responsible” for the
said company , AAP during the
time of offence, he and his party
“shall be deemed guilty” of
offences mentioned under the
anti-money laundering law and
liable to be prosecuted and pun-
ished, it had said.
Earlier, Additional Solicitor
General (ASG), SV Raju
informed this Supreme Court
during the hearing in AAP
leader and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal’s petition chal-
lenging his arrest by the ED, that
Kejriwal and his party has been
made accused in the excise pol-
icy case. After the ED’s argument,
the Supreme Court on Friday
reserved its verdict in Kejriwal’s
petition challenging his arrest by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in the Delhi Excise Policy
case.
The CM was earlier called the
“kingpin and key conspirator” of
the Delhi excise “scam” by the
ED. It was alleged that he acted
in collusion with Delhi govern-
ment minister, AAP leaders and
others. Additional Solicitor
General S V Raju told the
Supreme Court on Thursday that
Kejriwal played a key role in the
formulation of the now-scrapped
excise policy.
Reacting to the ED’s action, the
AAP said the ED is functioning
like a political wing of the BJP. Its
intention from the very begin-
ning of this fake investigation
was to frame AAP, arrest all it's
top leaders and crush the party.
“ED's chargesheet framing AAP
and Kejriwal is part of this
grand political conspiracy. Now
all properties and bank accounts
of Kejriwal and AAP will be
seized,” it said.

ED names Kejriwal, AAP as 
accused in excise policy scam
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said here on

Friday Asia is witnessing new
tensions in land and sea as
agreements were dishonoured
and rule of law disregarded
while terrorism has started to
consume those who have long
practised it.  These assertions
came in the backdrop China’s
military continuing posturing
along the frontier in eastern
Ladakh and Pakistan’s support
to cross-border terrorist activ-
ities.
In an address at an event host-
ed by the Confederation of
Indian Industries(CII),
Jaishankar also talked about
the power of currency and how
“threat of sanctions” are
deployed in the “toolbox” of
global diplomacy, in remarks
that came days after the US
warned of punitive measures
after India and Iran sealed a deal
on the Chabahar port.
Jaishankar extensively delved
into the consequences of the
Ukraine conflict, escalation of
violence in West Asia and dis-
ruption of logistics in view of the
geopolitical tensions, sanctions,
incidents of drone attacks in the
Red Sea and climate events.
“The world is experiencing a 3F
crisis of fuel, food and fertilis-
ers. In Asia, new tensions have
emerged in land and sea as
agreements are dishonoured
and rule of law disregarded,” he
said at the annual general meet-
ing of the CII.
“Terrorism and extremism have
started to consume those who
have long practised it. In many
ways, we are actually going
through the perfect storm,” he
said.
“For India, the task is to miti-

gate its impact on itself and con-
tribute to stabilising the world
to the extent possible. It is this
judicious combination of
‘Bharat First’ and ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’ that defines our
image as ‘Vishwa Bandhu’,” he
said.
In remarks seen as a reference
to China, Jaishankar also flagged
concerned over “weaponisa-
tion” of economic activity and
how access to raw materials or
even stability of tourism are
being utilised to exert political
pressure.
“A different dimension of the
concerns that we harbour is one
emanating from a combina-
tion of excessive market shares,
financial domination and tech-
nology tracking,” he said.
“Between them, they have actu-
ally allowed for the weaponisa-
tion of virtually any form of eco-
nomic activity. We have seen
how both exports and imports,
access to raw materials or even

stability of tourism has been uti-
lized to exert political pressure,”
he said.
“At the same time, the power of
currency and the threat of sanc-
tions have been deployed in the
toolbox of international diplo-
macy,” he said.
The external affairs minister
highlighted challenges of uncer-
tain logistics and supply chains.
“Quite apart from these con-
scious efforts, there have been
collateral consequences of hard
currency shortages and uncer-
tain logistics. All these are dri-
ving countries to re-look at the
working of globalization and
devise their own solutions,” he
said.“This includes exploring
new partners, it includes creat-
ing shorter supply chains, build-
ing inventories and even devis-
ing new payment arrangements.
Each of these has some conse-
quence for us,” he added.
The external affairs minister
said the government is focusing

on economic growth and
stronger manufacturing besides
making efforts to accelerate the
flow of requisite capital, tech-
nology and best practices.
“Our export promotion efforts,
already yielding results, will
intensify across the world. The
use of credit lines and grants to
familiarize the world with our
products and capabilities will
also deepen,” he said.
Jaishankar said there is the larg-
er branding endeavour of the
attractions of today’s India that
will make a case to the world of
the benefits of partnership.
The current times call for some-
thing more than business as
usual because trust and reliabil-
ity have become so important,
he said.
“We must recognize that our
economic priorities will have to
align with our strategic interests,
whether we are speaking of
market access, investments,
technologies, or even education
and tourism. This will be even
more so as ‘Make in India’ gath-
ers more steam in domains like
defence, semiconductors and
digital,” he said.
“An economy with India’s
prospects also has to look at
accessing global resources more
seriously if we are to fuel our
growth,” Jaishankar said.
“For long, we have looked at
Russia from a political or secu-
rity perspective. As that country
turns eastwards, fresh econom-
ic opportunities are presenting
themselves,” he said.
Jaishankar said the world is
today “paradoxically rebuild-
ing” itself even as it is being dis-
rupted. “As new production and
consumption centres emerged in
the last few decades, there is an
accompanying compulsion to
create commensurate logistical
corridors,” he said.

Terrorism started to consume those
who long practised it: Jaishankar
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Senior officials of India and
Kenya have conducted a

virtual meet to enhance col-
laboration in governance and
personnel administration, a
statement issued on Friday by
the Personnel Ministry said.
The areas of collaboration
envisage the capacity building
of senior officers of Kenya in
the National Centre for Good
Governance (NCGG), it said.
The meeting was held between
V Srinivas, Secretary of the
Department of Administrative
Reforms and Public Grievances
(DARPG), Government of
India and professor Nour
Mohammad, Director General,
Kenya School of Governance
(KSG) through video confer-
encing on May 14, the state-
ment said.
In the meeting, both sides dis-
cussed enhancing India-Kenya
bilateral collaboration through
the NCGG and the KSG in per-

sonnel administration and gov-
ernance with emphasis on
capacity-building programmes,
it said.
The meeting was attended by
senior officials of DARPG, the
NCGG, the High Commission
of India to Kenya from the
Indian side and the directors of
KSG from the Kenyan side, the
statement said.
The Indian side presented the
strides made by the
Government of India in imple-
menting the policy “maximum
governance-minimum gov-

ernment” by implementation of
the Centralised Public
Grievance Redress and
Monitoring System
(CPGRAMS) reforms, bench-
marking of e-services using
National e-Services Delivery
Assessment, the recognition
of meritocracy through the
Prime Minister’s Awards for
Excellence in Public
Administration.  The
CPGRAMS allows citizens to
raise complaints against central
and state government depart-
ments. 
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The Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Friday

issued a notice to former
Calcutta High Court judge and
current BJP candidate for
Tamluk Lok Sabha constituen-
cy Abhijit Gangopadhyay after
finding his recent remarks
about West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee to
be “improper” and a prima
facie violation of the Model
Code of Conduct.
The EC said it had found
Gangopadhyay’s remarks
against Mamata Banerjee
“violative” of the model code
and its advisory.
The poll panel acted on a com-
plaint by the Trinamool
Congress against
Gangopadhyay for his remarks
against Banerjee while address-
ing a public meeting held on
May 15 in Haldia.
Gangopadhyay who who
joined the BJP after resigning
from his post as the Calcutta
high court judge, allegedly
asked what “Mamata Banerjee’s
price” was.  The BJP has field-
ed Gangopadhyay from
Tamluk seat in West Bengal

where voting will be held on
May 25.
The EC in its notice noted that
Gangopadhyay’s comment has
been found to be “improper,
injudicious, beyond dignity in
every sense of term, in bad
taste” and prima facie violative
of the provisions of the Model
Code of Conduct and its advi-
sory to political parties.
“Now, therefore, you are here-
by called upon to show cause
by 17.00 hrs of 20.05.2024 as to
why appropriate action for vio-
lation of Model Code of
Conduct should not be taken
against you.  In the event of no
response from your side with-

in the stipulated time, it will be
presumed that you have noth-
ing to say in the matter and the
Election Commission will take
appropriate action or decision
in the matter without making
any further reference to you,”
the EC said
The TMC on Thursday moved
the Election Commission
against former high court judge
and BJP candidate, Abhijit
Gangopadhyay, for allegedly
making “misogynistic” remarks
against West Bengal chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee.
According to the letter TMC
leader Derek O’Brien wrote to
the Chief Electoral Officer of
West Bengal, Gangopadhyay, in
his speech had said, “Mamata
Banerjee, how much are you
being sold for? Your rate is 10
lakhs. Why? Because you’re get-
ting your make-up done by
Keya Seth? Mamata Banerjee,
is she even a woman? I keep
wondering sometimes.”
As per the MCC, parties and
candidates should not criticise
aspects of the private lives of
opponents, should not make
unverified allegations, and
should not make statements
that may be malicious or offend
decency and morality.
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Living with neurodegenera-
tive diseases such as

Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s
disease has its daily struggles,
but climate change is all set to
add another layer of difficulty
to people with such conditions,
a study published in The Lancet
Neurology has warned.
Following a review of 332
papers published across the
world between 1968 and 2023,
the team, led by Professor
Sanjay Sisodiya (UCL Queen
Square Institute of Neurology),
said they expect the scale of the
potential effects of climate
change on neurological dis-
eases to be substantial. The
team underscored the urgency
of comprehending the impact
of climate change on this vul-
nerable population to mitigate
adverse health outcomes and
prevent exacerbating existing
health disparities.  
They considered 19 different
nervous system conditions,

chosen on the basis of the
Global Burden of Disease 2016
study, including stroke,
migraine, Alzheimer’s, menin-
gitis, epilepsy and multiple
sclerosis. Impact of climate
change on several serious but
common psychiatric disorders,
including anxiety, depression
and schizophrenia was also
analysed.
Professor Sanjay Sisodiya, who
is also Director of Genomics at
the Epilepsy Society and a
founding member of Epilepsy
Climate Change, said: “There
is clear evidence for an impact
of the climate on some brain
conditions, especially stroke
and infections of the nervous
system.
“The climatic variation that was
shown to have an effect on
brain diseases included
extremes of temperature (both
low and high), and greater
temperature variation through-
out the course of day – espe-
cially when these measures
were seasonally unusual.
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Defence public sector com-
pany Bharat Earth Movers

Limited(BEML)has secured an
order from Northern Coal
Fields Limited (NCL) for the
supply of 28 units of BH100
Rear Dump Trucks. The total
value of the order is Rs 250
crore, defence ministry said
here on Friday.
Giving details, officials said the
BH100 Rear Dump Truck is
engineered to transport pay-
loads of up to 100 tonnes,
specifically designed for the
efficient handling of overbur-
den and coal in heavy-duty
mining operations.
This order marks a significant
milestone in the BEML’s con-
tinued partnership with NCL,
reflecting the trust and reliance
on the Defence Public Sector
Undertaking’s heavy-duty min-
ing equipment. The dumpers
will be maintained under a
Guaranteed Spare Parts con-
tract for a period of five years,
ensuring uninterrupted ser-

vice and operational efficien-
cy.
The BEML BH100 Rear Dump
Truck is renowned for its
robust design, advanced fea-
tures, and operational effi-
ciency. Engineered for fuel
efficiency, it helps reduce oper-
ational costs while maintaining
high performance levels.
Commenting on this achieve-
ment, Chairman and
Managing Director of BEML
Shantanu Roy said, “Our con-
tribution towards the coal sec-
tor is getting bigger. Our mis-
sion is to help coal players
achieve their target of extract-
ing over one billion tonnes of
coal in the country. Our
BH100 Rear Dump Truck has
the capability to assist the
NCL in their coal extraction
efforts in a significant way.”
This order underlines BEML’s
commitment to supporting
the country’s mining industry
with robust and reliable
machinery, further strength-
ening its position as a major
player in the mining equip-
ment sector. 
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The Government’s proposal to
sell over-the-counter (OTC)

drugs, including antibiotics and
other habit-forming medica-
tions, in general stores and gro-
cery stores has sparked signifi-
cant opposition from retail
chemists and pharmacists asso-
ciations across the States.
They are vehemently opposing
the move, expressing concerns
about the potential risks associ-
ated with easier access to these
medications.  Bengal Chemists
and Druggists Association
(BCDA), under the All India
Organisation of Chemists &
Druggists (AIOCD) a leading

association of pharmacists in
India, said the move will pose
significant public health risks
due to the lack of pharmacist
oversight and potential for mis-
use of drugs.
Sankha Roy Chowdhury and
Sajal Gangopadhyay, President
and General Secretary respec-
tively of the BCDA said,
“Approximately 400 composi-
tions in general stores and gro-

cery stores including antibi-
otics, other habit forming drugs,
nasal spray and others will be on
the OTC at traditional grocery
shops. “Such a move would
flout the existing drug and cos-
metics laws of India, pharmacy
regulations and pertinent legal
charters including directives
from the supreme court.”
The Associations asserted that
India’s existing network of near-
ly 12.40 lakh retail chemists and
13.5 lakh pharmacists is suffi-
cient to meet the population’s
needs for OTC drugs. They
urged the government to con-
sider these concerns and involve
all stakeholders in discussions
before implementing any poli-
cy changes regarding OTC drug
sales.

Rajiv Singhal, secretary general
of the AIOCD too criticised the
move. It has submitted a mem-
orandum to the Centre appris-
ing the authorities about the
adverse effects of selling medi-
cines to the common man by
unqualified persons.
“Drug sale is a regulated area,
and all the common medicines
need to be regulated by autho-
rized officials as per drug rules
and monitored by qualified
pharmacists,” he asserted and
equated the move with like
unlicensed permission to sell
grocery shop owners medicines
to the common man because it
will affect the health of the peo-
ple. “This will affect the credi-
bility of the whole medicine
traders also,” he added.
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India on Friday said the
protests witnessed in several

parts of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) are a “natural
consequence” of Islamabad’s
continued policy of systemic
plundering of resources from
the region that remains under
its “forcible and illegal” occu-
pation.
India also asserted that the
entire Union territories of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh “have been, are and
shall always remain integral
parts of India”.
Violent protests erupted in PoK
over rising costs of food, fuel
and essential utilities as Pakistan
reels under a severe economic
crisis.
“We have seen reports on
protests in several areas of
Pakistan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir,” external affairs min-

istry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said at his weekly media
briefing.
He was responding to a question
on the protests in PoK.
“We believe that it is a natural
consequence of Pakistan’s con-
tinued policy of systemic plun-
dering of resources from these
territories which remain under
its forcible and illegal occupa-
tion,” Jaiswal said.
“Such exploitative policies deny
the local people, rights over their
own resources and the benefits

thereof,” he said.
“We reiterate that the entire
Union territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh have been,
are and shall always remain inte-
gral parts of India,” he added.
Two days ago, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar asserted
that Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
was, is and will always be part
of India.
“I have no doubt in my own
mind that someone living in
PoK is comparing their situation
with someone actually living in
Jammu and Kashmir, saying
that how is it that people today
are actually progressing there,”
he said.
Earlier this month, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said
India will never give up its claim
of PoK but it won’t have to cap-
ture it with force because its
people, on their own, would
want to be part of India after
seeing the development in
Kashmir.
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Climate change worsens
patients’ neuro diseases: Study 

'���� ,$.��$�()

The fusion of Indian culture,
cuisine, and cinema took

center stage at the 77th Cannes
Film Festival, as the first-ever
‘Bharat Parva’ captivated over
250 delegates with its vibrant
celebration of all things Indian.
Hosted by Sanjay Jaju, Secretary
of the Union Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting,
the event which showcased the
rich diversity of Indian culture
was organised by NFDC in col-
laboration with FICCI.
The event also served as a plat-
form to unveil posters for the
55th edition of the International
Film Festival of India (IFFI) and
the inaugural edition of the
World Audio Visual
Entertainment Summit
(WAVES).
Among the guests in attendance
were filmmakers Ashok
Amritraj and Richie Mehta,
renowned singer Shaan, versa-
tile actor Rajpal Yadav, Bobby
Bedi and others.

Bharat Parva captivates
delegates at Cannes
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday claimed

that the Congress and
Samajwadi Party will run a
bulldozer over the Ram
temple if elected to power,
and asked them to take
“tuition” from Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on “where to run
bulldozers”. 
Addressing a rally here, he
also said the INDIA bloc is in
the fray to create “instability”
and is collapsing like a pack of
cards as the polls progress.
Asserting that his government
is going to score a hat-trick,
Modi said in the new
government, he has to take
many big decisions for the
poor, youth, women and
farmers, and for that he has
come here to seek the
blessings of the people of
Barabanki and Mohanlalganj.
“June 4 is not far. Today, the
whole country and the world
knows that the Modi
government is going to score
a hat-trick,” he asserted. 
“On one side there is the BJP-
NDA alliance dedicated to

national interest and on the
other side, the ‘INDI alliance’
is in the field to create
instability in the country. As
the elections progress, these
‘INDI alliance’ people have
started collapsing like a pack
of cards,” he said. 
“You need MPs who will work
and do good for you. We need
MPs who will develop the
area, not those who will abuse
Modi for five years. For this
you have only one option -
lotus (poll symbol of BJP).
Can you achieve a speed of
1,000 CC with a 100 CC
engine? If you want rapid
development, only a strong
government can provide it...
Only the BJP government can
give it,” he asserted.  The
prime minister also raised the
Ram temple issue to hit out at
the SP and Congress.
“A senior SP leader had said
on the day of Ram Navami
that Ram temple is useless. At
the same time, the Congress is
preparing to overturn the
Supreme Court’s decision on
Ram Temple. For them, only
their family and power
matter. If the SP-Congress
come to power, they will send

Ram Lalla back to the tent
and bulldoze the temple,” he
claimed while asking them to
take “tuition” from
Adityanath as to where
bulldozers should be used.
The Adityanath government
has been accused of using
bulldozers to raze property of
alleged criminals in the state.
Samajwadi Party leader Ram

Gopal Yadav had recently
courted controversy with his
remarks that the Ram temple
in Ayodhya is “bekaar
(useless)” as it has not been
properly constructed, inviting
sharp criticism from
Adityanath who said this
shows the “reality” of the
INDIA bloc.
Maintaining that “nothing is

bigger than vote bank for the
SP-Congress,” Modi said,
“But, when I expose them,
they become restless and lose
sleep. They start saying
anything and start hurling
abuses.” 
“The SP-Congress have
surrendered to appeasement.
And when Modi is telling
their truth to the country,

they say Modi is creating
Hindu-Muslim divide. The
vote bank these people run
after has also started
understanding their truth
now. Our mothers and sisters
are happy with the law on
triple talaq and are
continuously blessing the
BJP,” Modi said.
Taking a dig at Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav, he
said, “The Babuaji here, the
socialist prince, has now
taken shelter of a new aunt”.
Apparently referring to West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, Modi said,
“This new aunt of his is in
Bengal. Now his aunt from
Bengal has told the ‘INDI
alliance’ people that I will
support you from outside”.
Yadav earlier used to address
BSP chief Maywati as his
‘buha’ (aunt).
He also alluded to the fight
between INDIA bloc partners
- the AAP and Congress in
Punjab. “An INDI alliance
party has told another that
don’t speak anything against
us in Punjab.” 
Modi said they were day
dreaming about getting the

prime minister’s post.
He also mocked former
Chhattisgrah Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel for his
remarks that the people of
Rae Bareli are now going to
elect the prime minister of the
country, saying “Look at the
extent of their dreams”.
“A Congress leader said the
people of Rae Bareli will elect
the prime minister. Hearing
this, the heart of the
Samajwadi prince broke. No
tears came out but all his
heart’s desires were washed
away,” the prime minister
said.  Baghel had said that the
people of Rae Bareli are not
just electing a Lok Sabha
member but also a prime
minister. 
Modi also targeted RJD leader
Lalu Prasad Yadav, saying
“The champion of fodder
scam from Bihar, who is
currently out of jail on the
pretext of ill health, is even
saying that the entire
reservation should now be
given to Muslims. This means
that Dalits, tribals and
backward classes will not be
able to achieve anything.” 
Targeting the opposition on

the issue of reservation, Modi
said, “When the Constitution
was made, the Constituent
Assembly had decided that
there would be no reservation
on the basis of religion. But,
10 years ago these people
(Congress) had tried to give
reservation on the basis of
religion. They have even done
this in Karnataka. There they
made all the Muslims OBC
overnight. They looted a huge
portion of the reservation
given to OBCs.” 
Invoking Lord Ram, the
prime minister said, “Beyond
Ram’s work (‘Ram kaaj’), now
it is time for national work
(‘rashtra kaaj’). The
inspiration for Ram’s work is
for national work. I am asking
you for 400 ‘paar’ to protect
your rights.” The main contest
in Barabanki is between Tanuj
Punia of the Congress and
BJP’s Rajrani Rawat. Tanuj
Punia is the son of senior
Congress leader PL Punia, a
former Lok Sabha MP from
Barabanki (SC) Lok Sabha
seat. Barabanki will vote in
the fifth phase of the Lok
Sabha elections in the state on
May 20. 
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Revolutionary Marxist
Party (RMP) leader K S

Hariharan was on Friday
arrested over his alleged
sexist remarks against senior
CPI(M) leader K K Shailaja
and Malayalam film actress
Manju Warrier.
Vadakara police here
recorded his arrest and then
released him on station bail,
an officer said. The action
was taken based on a
complaint recently lodged by
the All India Democratic
Women’s Association
(AIDWA), a Left outfit.
The police had, on May 12,
booked Hariharan under

IPC Sections 509 (insulting
the modesty of a woman)
and 153 (wantonly giving
provocation with intent to
cause riot).
After he was released on
station bail, Hariharan told
reporters that in Kerala a lot
of people make
controversial remarks in
their speeches, but cases are
not registered against them.
He further said that after
his speech, both he and 
his party leader K K Rema
were attacked on social
media. 
“We have decided to face it
legally and politically,” he
added. Hariharan also said
that what he said was wrong

and that is why expressed
regret regarding it. The
RMP leader said that
following the incident
bombs were hurled at his
home, but no one has been
caught in connection with
that. An unidentified gang,
which came on a two-
wheeler, hurled some
explosives at the house at
around 8.15 pm on May 12,
he had claimed earlier.
Hariharan had made the
objectionable remark on the
night of May 11 while
speaking at a meeting in
Vadakara here, which was
inaugurated by the Leader of
Opposition in the Assembly,
V D Satheesan.
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Even as the Lok Sabha
elections for the Ladakh

appear to be divided on
regional basis, it will not affect
the unity over the demands
for statehood and safeguards
under the Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution, said Chering
Dorjay Lakruk, president of
Ladakh Buddhist Association
(LBA).
A three-cornered election in
Ladakh, with the BJP and the
Congress candidates from Leh
and an Independent nominee
from Kargil, gives an edge to
the Kargil candidate.
In an interview with PTI,
Lakruk stressed the need for
safeguards to protect the land
and culture of Ladakh, and
also raised concerns over the
pasture lands, used for grazing
by the local nomadic tribes,
being taken over by China.
LBA, a prominent social and
religious organisation of
Ladakh, has had a key role in
developing a consensus on the
need for the Sixth Schedule.
The Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution deals with
provisions for the
administration of the tribal
areas in the states of Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura and
Mizoram.
Founded in 1933, the LBA

had raised the demand for
making Ladakh a separate
state soon after
Independence. However, it
was included in Jammu and
Kashmir at that time. But the
demand for a separate identity
continued.
“After the abrogation of
Article 370, there were
celebrations initially. But then
we realised it is not good for
us,” Lakruk told PTI.
He said various social,
religious and other
organisations and individuals
came forward to press for the
demand, which resulted in the
Leh Apex Body (LAB) and
Kargil Democratic Alliance
(KDA) coming together.
Their representatives were in
talks with a high-powered
committee of the home
ministry over four key

demands -- Sixth Schedule,
statehood, a separate public
service commission and Lok
Sabha seats in Leh and Kargil.
Presently, the Union Territory
of Ladakh has only one Lok
Sabha constituency.
“During the talks with the
home ministry, we felt they
were buying time before the
election. They did not have
much to offer. Only some
assurance was given on the
public service commission,”
he said. He also dismissed
reports that they were assured
of extending Article 371-like
protections to the region
which would enable them to
create elected bodies with the
power to administrate tribal
areas.
“The home ministry did not
give any offer of Article 371. It
was a speculation. They told

Congress, SP will run bulldozer over Ram temple if voted to power: Modi 

Ladakhis united over Sixth Schedule demand
despite division on LS polls: Buddhist leader '���� ! 5/ ��*0

Unemployment and distress
sale of paddy are the

pressing issues in Odisha’s
Sambalpur Lok Sabha
constituency, where Union
minister Dharmendra
Pradhan of the BJP and
influential BJD general
secretary (organisation)
Pranab Prakash Das are poised
for a showdown.
The candidates’ attention is
squarely on farmers and
weavers, who are crucial in a
region that encompasses the
catchment area of the Hirakud
reservoir and has a thriving
handloom industry.

The majority of Sambalpur’s
population, concentrated in
five of its seven assembly
constituencies, relies either on
agriculture or the harvesting of
Kendu and Sal leaves for their
livelihoods.
Pradhan, who is a Rajya Sabha
MP from Bihar, is contesting
elections after a gap of 15
years. He had last
unsuccessfully contested
assembly elections from
Parlahara assembly segment in
2009.
Das, on the other hand, is the
sitting MLA of Jajpur seat in
the coastal region. He is
known to be an influential
organiser of the party.

The prestigious Sambalpur
parliamentary constituency
was represented by the BJD
during its alliance with BJP
three times in a row in 1998,
1999 and 2004.
In 2009, 2014 and 2019,
however, voters of the
constituency elected Congress,
BJD and BJP candidates
respectively.
Pradhan, a resident of Talcher
town in Angul district and son
of former Union minister
Debendra Pradhan, has been a
central minister since 2014
and is banking on the
initiatives of the Union
government to register a
victory.

$�)�
�#����������)�
�����������,*	
���	����	��	�!������	���#���
���'��

'�#��
��
��)��	�������
�����
���
*	��
�
$������ �	����%��	����+�����
�,���	
�

'���� �( ,�)1 0(

The BJP ended the “crisis of
credibility” in Indian

politics by fulfilling the
promises it made to people,
former Haryana minister and
six-term MLA Anil Vij said
on Friday.
The Ambala Cantonment
MLA said his party does what
it promises.
Referring to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s scheduled
visit to Haryana on Saturday
to address two rallies in
support of the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP) Lok Sabha
poll candidates, Vij said,
“Modiji’s visit will further
boost the party’s campaign in
the state.”
According to state BJP

leaders, the prime minister is
scheduled to address a rally
each in Ambala and Gohana
(in Sonipat district) on
Saturday. It will be his first
visit for campaigning in this
election season to Haryana,
which goes to polls on May
25.
“There is great enthusiasm
among people about the

prime minister’s visit,” Vij
said.
Slamming the Congress, the
former Haryana home
minister alleged that there was
a “crisis of credibility” in the
country’s politics earlier
because the grand old party
did not fulfil what it promised
to people and thus, betrayed
their trust.
“When the Congress was in
power, it used to say it would
eradicate poverty. But it failed
to do so. The Congress fought
elections after elections on the
‘garibi hatao’ slogan, but took
no steps towards poverty
alleviation. It is during Modi’s
government that 25 crore
people have come out of
poverty in 10 years,” Vij told
PTI.
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us our existing councils will be
strengthened and they will
create an advisory council. We
already have the LAHDC Act
(Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council Act,
1997). But now the powers of
the council have also been
curtailed,” he said.
With a three-cornered fight
between BJP’s Tashi Gyalson,
Congress’ Tsering Namgyal
and Independent candidate
from Kargil Mohd Hanifa Jan
being witnessed here, Lakruk
said the Kargil candidate has
an edge over his rivals.
Both Gyalson and Namgyal are
from Leh.
“Unfortunately in Ladakh the
tradition is that voting is on a
regional basis. So the
independent candidate will
have some edge. Votes in
Kargil will get consolidated
behind him. There are more

chances for him to win,”
Lakruk said.
He said they had anticipated
that some regional and
religious sentiments may come
to the fore during elections, but
it will not impact the unity of
the two regions over their
demands.
“We could see that at the
time of election, some
religious or regional
sentiments may come in.
Apex body and KDA have
discussed this. Whatever the
results of elections are, our
unity on the four demands
will not be affected,” he said.
He said the LBA went to every
village and settlement to
educate people on the demand
for the Sixth Schedule. As the
talks with the Union
government failed, they were
forced to take the path of
protest.



Underserved children
face multifaceted chal-
lenges - limited

resources, inadequate infra-
structure, lack of access and
opportunity to holistic educa-
tion and socio-economic dis-
parities. As a result, these chil-
dren are left without the life
skills and leadership skills
necessary to thrive in today’s
rapidly evolving job market.
According to the UNICEF
Global Framework on
Transferable Skills, an estimat-
ed 825 million children are
expected to leave school with-
out the basic skills necessary
for work and life by 2030. 
To tackle this issue effective-
ly, it’s imperative to embrace
innovative approaches to
skill-based learning. One such
approach involves incorporat-
ing experiential learning
opportunities into the cur-
riculum. Research indicates
that life or leadership skills
cannot be taught in a tradi-
tional classroom environ-
ment but are inculcated when
children experience situa-
tions, reflect upon them and
make changes to their behav-
iour and habits. Team sports,
the arts and free play are con-
sidered the best mediums to
create these experiential

learning environments. The
dynamic and often ambigu-
ous nature of work in the 21st
century demands a greater
emphasis on teaching essen-
tial life skills, such as critical
thinking, problem-solving,
communication and financial
literacy. 
Another essential life skill is
developing emotional
resilience, especially for chil-
dren dealing with hardship
and difficulty. Children grow-
ing up in poverty experience
stress, trauma and uncer-
tainty. Communication skills
are another important com-
ponent in determining the
course of one’s personal and
professional life journey.
Through activities involving
team sports, music, role-play-
ing, public speaking and col-
laborative projects; children
acquire the confidence and
abilities.
Life skills training has been
proven to be the most pow-
erful antidote to reducing

intergenerational poverty
since it equips children to
overcome the odds stacked
against them and become
productive and responsible
adults capable of taking care
of themselves and the world
around them. They can not
only ensure that their families
are no longer in the same
socio-economic situation, but
they also become powerful
role models for their commu-
nities, encouraging others to
believe in the prospect of a
better future and take con-
crete steps toward realising it.
Close collaboration between
education institutions, non-
profit organisations,
Government agencies and
local community stakehold-
ers will allow resources,
expertise and networks to be
pooled to design and imple-
ment effective programs. By
working together, these stake-
holders can identify the spe-
cific needs of underserved
communities and tailor edu-
cational initiatives to address
them. Whether it is a cus-
tomised curriculum, setting
up a training centre, appren-
ticeships or mentorship; col-
laborative efforts can have a
transformative impact on
bringing change to skill devel-

opment at scale. There is
ample evidence to suggest
that in developing countries,
entrepreneurship is an essen-
tial ingredient to economic
empowerment. In addition to
generating employment
through large companies,
encouraging individuals and
small businesses to thrive is
equally important. By instill-
ing principles of innovation,
creativity, risk-taking and
resilience, entrepreneurship
education equips individuals
with the tools to identify
problems, develop solutions
and pursue their aspirations
with confidence.
Closing the gap in skill-based
learning opportunities in
underserved children requires
a holistic approach that
addresses the systemic barri-
ers to education and econom-
ic empowerment. By fostering
collaboration, promoting
experiential learning and pri-
oritising the development of
essential life skills, we can cre-
ate a more inclusive and equi-
table educational landscape
where every child has the
opportunity to reach their full
potential. 
(The writer is the founder of
Enabling Leadership; views

are personal)
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This persistence is crucial, especially as
regional dynamics shift with China’s Belt
and Road Initiative making inroads into
Central Asia and beyond. The Chabahar
port offers India a strategic counterbalance,
particularly for accessing Afghanistan and
Central Asia, vital for regional trade and
geopolitical influence.
Moreover, the trilateral cooperation involv-
ing Afghanistan emphasises the port’s role
in fostering economic stability and pros-
perity in the region. This project not only
strengthens India’s position but also serves
as a linchpin for broader regional cooper-
ation. Given the volatile geopolitical cli-
mate, especially with the ongoing conflict
in Gaza, India’s strategic foothold in
Chabahar gains even more significance,
ensuring that it remains a critical player in
West and Central Asian geopolitics.

Priyank Sharma | Bhopal 
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Madam — Apropos the news article “The
rising significance of skills in learning,”
published on 17 May, this is my response.
Every era leaves its mark on language,

reflecting its emotions and trends. From
renaming departments to emphasising
skills in education, societal shifts shape
vocabulary. While some debate the eleva-
tion of skill, it’s undeniable that skills under-
pin all relationships, from parent-child
bonds to professional interactions. Today,
degrees in skills offer new avenues for earn-
ing and learning, reshaping the landscape
of education. 
Yet, this evolution prompts a reevaluation
of traditional degrees and curriculum
structures. To truly understand and inte-
grate skills into education, a fundamental
overhaul is necessary, starting with revis-
iting teacher training programs. This
blend of philosophical reflection and
practical action serves as a pivotal point for
further discourse and implementation.
Ultimately, recognising the centrality of
skills enriches both education and liveli-
hoods, expanding the horizons of learn-
ing and earning.

Siya Sood | Amritsar 
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Madam — Apropos the news article
“Sachin, IPL legends bat for higher polling,”
published on 17 May, this is my response.
It’s intriguing to see the Election
Commission leveraging cricket legends like
Sachin Tendulkar and IPL stars to drive
voter turnout. This strategy, pairing the
beloved sport with civic duty, could signif-
icantly boost engagement, especially among
young voters. With the heatwave and gen-
eral voter apathy threatening participation,
such innovative outreach is crucial.
The integration of voter awareness mes-
sages into various digital platforms and ser-
vices, from PhonePe to Swiggy, shows a
commendable effort to reach people where
they are most active. The collaboration with
these companies and the BCCI during the
IPL season represents a novel approach to
a persistent issue. Encouragingly, the
turnout in the recent phases shows an
upward trend, suggesting these initiatives
might be making an impact. This exten-
sive, multi-platform campaign under-
scores the importance of every vote, aim-
ing to strengthen our democratic process.
It’s a robust example of how popular cul-
ture and technology can be harnessed to
foster civic responsibility.

Sahil Yadav | Lucknow
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Madam — Apropos the news article
“India and Iran sign Chabahar Port Pact,”
published on 17 May, this is my response.
The recent long-term contract signed by
India for the Shahid Beheshti Port Terminal
in Chabahar marks a significant milestone
in Indo-Iranian relations. This agreement
underscores the strategic importance of
Chabahar as a key gateway for India into
Central Asia, bypassing Pakistan. The port’s
development, first envisioned in 2003,
highlights India’s consistent efforts to
establish robust trade routes and enhance
regional connectivity. Despite the chang-
ing political landscape and varying degrees
of focus from successive Indian
Governments, the Modi administration’s
renewed push has revitalized the project.
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(datelined March 27, 2024)
cites data tabled in Parliament
by the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare showing an
increase to 27.8 lakh in 2023.
Despite being higher than the
preceding two years, the figure
of 27.8 lakhs marks a massive
decline from that of of over 75
lakh recorded in 2018.
Besides, the accuracy of these
figures has been a subject of
scepticism. A report (date-
lined March 19, 2024) by
Shainu Mohan in The New
Indian Express cited N.
Jayachandran, an animal rights
activist and a former member
of the Kerala State Animal
Welfare Board, as describing
the figures of dog bites as inac-
curate and saying that there
were no specific details and
even scratches by cats were
recorded as dog bites.
Doubts about the reliability of
the existing figures of dog
bite cases, is implied in the
communication dated March
7, 2024, from the Union
Government’s Directorate-
General of Health Services
(DGHS), to State
Governments asking them to
provide quality data on animal
bites from all public health
centres, community health

centres, district hospitals and
tertiary care facilities with
inclusion of specific details
regarding bites by pet and
stray dogs. Of particular signif-
icance is the directive to avoid
multiple entries of the same
animal bite victims by main-
taining separate records for
new and follow-up patients in
the animal bite exposure reg-
ister. 
The suggestion is clear: there
have been duplications.
In many cases, pet and not
stray, dogs have been respon-
sible. Reliable figures for the
whole of India do not exist.
The ones that are available
clearly underline this point.
According to a report by
Anuradha Kher in The Times
of India of May 24, 2004,
Sassoon Hospital at Pune had
recorded as many as 3,185 dog
bite cases until May that year.
She quoted Namdeo Patil, the
hospital’s medical officer, as
saying that pet dogs were
responsible for 70 per cent of
the cases. 
That the percentage of bites by
stray dogs continues to be very
high and one needs accurate
statistics regarding their
involvement, is clearly reflect-
ed in the DGHS’s communi-

cation directing that the cases
of pet dogs biting people be
separately recorded.
Unfortunately, people who
assault, abuse and harass those
who feed and care for stray
dogs do not realise this. They
are emotional cripples brim-
ming with hatred.
Notwithstanding their aggres-
sion, the number of people
looking after stray dogs is
increasing all over India.
Twenty years ago, one rarely
saw people feeding them or
vaccinating them on the
streets. 
Today, one sees them in most
neighbourhoods. This is hard-
ly surprising given the nature
of dogs. Konrad Lorenz
(1903-1989) wrote in Man
Meets Dog, “The whole
charm of the dog lies in the
depth of the friendship and
the strength of the spiritual
ties with which he has bound
himself to man.” Lorenz, eth-
nologist and ornithologist
and recipient of the 1973
Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine along with Nikolaas
Tinbergen and Karl Von
Frisch, should know.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The

views expressed are personal)
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According to a report
in the Free Press
Journal, a young girl,
Manisha Solanki,
who feeds 150 stray

dogs daily, was abused, harassed,
beaten with a stick and left bleed-
ing and crying in pain in
Raghubir Nagar in North Delhi
on May 14, 2024. The man, who
reportedly attacked her, works in
a roadside shop. He is also said to
have savagely attacked the dogs
who were quietly and peacefully
eating the food she had brought.
At least one dog was severely
injured as the stick had nails
attached to it.
The police, who have lodged an
FIR following a complaint by the
girl’s father, need to follow up the
matter vigorously and ensure
that exemplary punishment is
handed out to the culprit. The
report that the stick had nails
attached to suggest indicates that
the intention was not just to hit
but cause the maximum amount
of pain. Also, the report that
Manisha Solanki was doing no
more than pleading with the
man not to attack the dogs who
were just peacefully eating, sug-
gests that the person is utterly
vicious by disposition. Such men
are a threat to society and have to
be regarded as such by the police.
This is not the first incidence of
its kind. In July, 2021, a 28-year-
old woman was assaulted in East
of Kailash by a mother-daughter
duo. For the same reason, a
woman was savagely beaten in
Delhi’s Sunlight Colony May,
2018. These are just two examples;
others can be cited. Besides being
assaulted, those who feed and care
for stray dogs in India are also
abused and harassed. It is often
argued that this is because stray
dogs bite and feeding ensures that
their numbers grow. What is not
realised is that there has been a
steep fall in the number of dog
bites in recent years. According to
a report in The New Indian
Express (datelined December 3,
2023), by Jitendra Choubey, over
75 lakh cases of dog bites were
reported in India in 2018; the fig-
ures were over 72 lakh in 2019, 46
lakh in 2020. It was over 17 lakh
in 2021 and 21.8 lakh in 2022.
Another report by Nikhil
Ghanekar in The Indian Express
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India has always been a
nation with a deeply
ingrained concept of phil-

anthropy. This ethos has given
rise to many philanthropists,
who have contributed
immensely and helped build
and support many of the great
institutions of modern India.
The Tata’s being the foremost
example of such modern
Indian Philanthropy. 
Today, philanthropy in India
stands at a transformative
juncture in terms of both, the
quantum and the quality of
giving. According to Knight
Frank’s wealth report for 2023,
the number of Ultra-High Net
Worth Individuals (UHNIs),
in India will grow by over 58
per cent in the next five years.
India has seen the rise of
many Unicorns in the past
decade and is poised to see a

rise of another ~150+ unicorns
in the next few years, indicat-
ing a massive wealth surge.
This is fortuitous as the
demands on philanthropists
for greater philanthropy will
only increase which we hope
will be met with a surge in
philanthropic giving as well. 
UHNIs are redefining the giv-
ing landscape in India-they are
now more actively engaged in
the giving process, dedicating
time to ensure their wealth dri-

ves substantial systemic
improvements. Amit &
Archana Chandra, Ashish
Dhawan, Ajit Isaac, Harsh
Mariwala, Kris
Gopalakrishnan, Romesh and
Sunil Wadhwani, Desh
Deshpande and Vikrant
Bhargava are a few of the
great examples of new-age
philanthropists, developing a
portfolio of philanthropic ini-
tiatives including institution
building and systemic change
projects. This trend is only
going to accelerate. 
Another key trend to emerge
is the gradual reduction in the
average age of philanthropists.
These younger and newer
donors, representing both cur-
rent family benefactors and
first-generation wealth cre-
ators, are breaking through tra-
ditional barriers with innova-

tive and disruptive approach-
es to giving and are branching
out to address issues beyond
the historically favoured
domains of healthcare, educa-
tion and livelihoods. The
emerging tribe of NextGen
philanthropists coupled with
the next generation of grass-
roots organisations-driven by
young, committed and tech-
savvy professionals-is set to
transform the giving land-
scape in the coming years.
The proportion of technology
entrepreneurs is also increas-
ing and these philanthropists
have given more generously
when compared to other sec-
tors. While they account for
about 8 per cent of overall
wealth in the space, their phil-
anthropic contribution makes
up nearly 35 per cent of all giv-
ing-Azim Premji, the Infosys

founders, Rohini Nilekani,
Shiv Nadar, the Kamath broth-
ers, Subroto Bagchi and
Sanjeev Bikhchandani are
great examples of new age
Philanthropists from the Tech
sector. 
There’s also a growing sensitiv-
ity to privilege among the
younger generation of family
donors and they are increas-
ingly putting that privilege to
work. Some of them are also
carving out professional paths
dedicated to philanthropy. 
However, despite the many
positive trends in UHNI giv-
ing in India, challenges remain.
First, there’s an urgent need for
India’s UHNIs to increase the
relative proportion of their giv-
ing. The current rate of giving
doesn’t match the pace of
wealth accumulation. The
2023 India Philanthropy

Report by Bain & Company
indicates that excluding con-
tributions from Wipro’s
founder Azim Premji, UHNI
donations fell by 5 per cent in
fiscal year 2022 even as their
wealth increased by over 9 per
cent. Also, when compared to
their peers in the United States,
the UK and China, Indian
UHNIs contribute significant-
ly less relative to their wealth,
in some cases, giving is lower
by as much as a 10x factor.
Second, philanthropic causes
are becoming more diverse
and varied, as some causes
become more urgent like cli-
mate change and humanitar-
ian crisis while traditional
causes-education, healthcare,
poverty alleviation and liveli-
hoods-remain at the top of the
agenda. Philanthropic capital
is also increasingly being

tapped to address newer and
often neglected causes in India
such as sports, arts and culture
and mental health amongst
many others. Therefore, priori-
tising and allocating appropri-
ate philanthropic capital to
causes becomes crucial. 
Third, UHNIs need to engage
themselves more in philan-
thropy by giving more time
and effort. They also need to
collaborate more with other
philanthropists to pool their
resources-money, time and
effort-and take on more ambi-
tious projects, create greater
institutions and experiment
with newer models to make a
difference. They also need to
experiment to see how tech-
nology can be leveraged to
transform and scale services
and service delivery in almost
all areas, particularly in educa-

tion, healthcare, skilling and
climate change. 
This transformation will also
be aided by a new compact
between the donor and the
donee that is based on greater
mutual respect and sees greater
participation by all stakehold-
ers in the decision-making
processes for where, how and
when resources get deployed
and how the impact is mea-
sured. We can expect 2024 to
be a milestone year for the
philanthropic movement in
India with More, Sooner and
Better Giving than ever before.
Personal philanthropy can play
a unique catalytic role in help-
ing resolve many challenges in
India, the time is now.
(The writer is CEO Accelerate

Indian Philanthropy  a
Philanthropic initiative; views

are personal)
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the face of unrelenting violence, the
suffering of innocent lives knew no
bounds.
In the crucible of my high school
years, the Tamil Armed groups,
notably the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), cast a long
shadow over the land, their reign
of terror reaching its zenith.
Following the peace talks con-
vened in Thimpu, Bhutan, the
LTTE embarked on a ruthless
campaign to assert their domi-
nance, ruthlessly eliminating rival
Tamil factions that dared to chal-
lenge their authority. Even those
groups previously supported by the
central Government under the
leadership of Indira Gandhi and
the State Government of Tamil
Nadu were not spared from their
wrath, as the LTTE sought to
establish itself as the sole arbiter of
Tamil interests.
Concurrently, amidst this bloody
power struggle, the LTTE unleashed
a wave of terror aimed at forcibly
displacing Sinhalese and Muslim
communities from the Northern
peninsula, affording them scant
hours to abandon their homes and
livelihoods. Many Muslims scram-
bled to escape the impending vio-
lence, seizing whatever means of
transportation they could find to
flee to Government-controlled ter-
ritories, where they hoped to find
sanctuary from the chaos engulfing
their homeland. Among these dis-
placed individuals emerged tales of
resilience and triumph, as some
managed to rebuild their lives, ulti-
mately ascending to positions of
prominence as successful busi-
nesspersons and influential politi-
cians. Yet, these stories of triumph
are tempered by the grim reality of
displacement and loss, serving as
poignant reminders of the human
cost exacted by the unrelenting tide
of conflict and upheaval.
The reign of terror orchestrated by
the LTTE unfolded with chilling
precision, sparing none who dared
to oppose its fascist ideology.
Beginning with the systematic elim-
ination of rival armed factions, the
LTTE’s campaign of violence soon
expanded to target not only other

ethnic communities but also Tamil
intellectuals who dared to advocate
for political solutions and the right
to self-determination. Rajani
Thiarangama, a revered intellect and
champion of Tamil rights, met a
tragic end at the hands of LTTE mil-
itants in Jaffna—stark evidence of
their ruthless intolerance of dissent-
ing voices.
In my discussions with her father,
A Rajasingham, years later in
Colombo, the heartbreaking tale of
his daughter’s untimely demise
offered a glimpse into the insidious
tactics employed by the LTTE to
silence its critics. This chilling
account serves as but one example
of the lengths to which the LTTE
would go to impose its will upon the
Tamil people, resorting to violence
and coercion to enforce compliance.
As the ranks of Tamil intellectuals
dwindled, the LTTE turned its sin-
ister gaze towards a new target: the
recruitment of children into its
ranks. Thousands of innocent
youths were forcibly torn from
their families, subjected to relentless
indoctrination and thrust onto the
battlefield, their tender frames bear-
ing the weight of weapons far
beyond their years. 
Tragically, some would be groomed
as suicide bombers, indiscrimi-
nately targeting politicians and
unarmed civilians alike in a twist-
ed bid for supremacy. As a war
reporter, I witnessed the grim real-
ity of child soldiers within the
LTTE and its breakaway faction;
some of them were even unable to
hold their weapons properly. Many
of them were malnourished, their
skeletal frames visible and for them,
attending school was a dream that
never came true.
The horrors unleashed by the LTTE
knew no bounds, wreaking havoc
upon innocent lives while lining the
pockets of those who profited from
the chaos. Even in distant Western
nations, Tamil communities were
subjected to extortion and intimi-
dation, coerced into financing the
LTTE’s reign of terror under threat
of violence or retribution against
their loved ones back home. Despite
damning reports by organisations

like Human Rights Watch exposing
these atrocities, the truth was often
overshadowed by pro-LTTE propa-
ganda, whitewashing the brutality
of their so-called “liberation strug-
gle.” Consequently, those who
fought against this unimaginable
terror of tyranny were blamed.
That is why, understanding this bru-
tal reality and the plight Tamils were
forced to endure is essential home-
work before succumbing to preju-
dice.
War came to an end in May 2009,
after a prolonged conflict that last-
ed for over three decades. Since
then, numerous discussions have
been held regarding the identifica-
tion and condemnation of those
actively involved. In the aftermath,
countries have rapidly developed,
logistics have been enhanced and
connectivity has tremendously
improved. Simultaneously, thou-
sands of ex-LTTE members have
been rehabilitated and reintegrated
into society, with some even mar-
rying Sinhalese individuals.
However, the victory over terror has
not been wisely utilised to address
systemic issues within the State
structure. Excessive politicisation
and the exploitation of this “victo-
ry” for personal gain by certain par-
ties have undermined social respon-
sibilities. 
The Government’s failure to effec-
tively respond to false allegations
regarding casualties and mission
details has had lasting repercussions.
Many misconceptions and fabricat-
ed stories, propagated by vested
interests aiming to distort the true
nature of this brutal period, have
further complicated matters.
Regrettably, there is a glaring
absence of discussions on safe-
guarding peace and averting the
recurrence of past atrocities. There
is no meaning in celebrating ‘victo-
ry’ over the loss of human lives, but
rather in building a national con-
science to unite everyone towards
a common goal, where peace is a
precious gem cherished by all, to
safeguard for generations to come. 

(The writer is a Sri Lanka 
journalist and author; 

Views are personal)

Fifteen years ago, on a day like
today, the final bullet was fired,
bringing an end to the 30-year-
long war in Sri Lanka. The har-
rowing memories we witnessed

have become a thing of the past, but their
echoes still reverberate in our minds.
However, I don’t intend to offer a political
analysis; instead, I aim to reflect on the
unimaginable suffering endured by fellow
human beings in this troubled land. Pain
was not unique to the location where this
brutal war took place, nor was any specif-
ic community singled out for oppression.
The entire country, in various ways, was
haunted by enemies in different forms.
In my memory, there’s a chilling scene that’s
deeply ingrained, a moment of unspeakable
horror from my childhood innocence. At
just six years old, I held tight to my moth-
er’s hand, driven by morbid curiosity like
the others in our village who gathered hasti-
ly. Together, we witnessed the grim sight of
a half-charred corpse, a stark reminder of
the darkness plaguing our land. The over-
powering smell of death overwhelmed us,
defying our feeble attempts to shield our-
selves from its grip. By the roadside, where
our community thrived, lay the lifeless body
of a man, his agonising death a haunting
echo of the brutality lurking in the shad-
ows. As the fire consumed his flesh, the
echoes of his cries pierced the night,
mourning a future stolen by merciless
hands. To this day, the identity of his attack-
ers remains a mystery, their cruelty matched
only by their cowardice. In their relentless
pursuit of violence, they showed no regard
for the family he left behind, extinguishing
life with a cold indifference that sends shiv-
ers down the spine.
That fateful day remains a solemn reminder
of the darkness within the human heart, a
stark acknowledgement of life’s fragility in
a world torn by chaos and despair. The sight
of a skull, once full of life, now a grotesque
symbol of agony, serves as a testament to
the depths of human cruelty. Its gaping maw
and charred teeth tell of the unspeakable
suffering endured by its unfortunate owner
— a chilling reminder of the atrocities com-
mitted by those in power. Illuminated by
a burning tyre, this macabre scene expos-
es the brutality of oppressors who sought
to crush dissent with an iron fist.
Yet, this is just one episode in the chaos that
engulfed Sri Lanka during the second upris-
ing of the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP). The horrors of that time still linger
in my mind, a grim reminder of the gen-
eration born into a world besieged by vio-
lence and despair. For the parents of this
generation, survival was the sole pursuit,
each day a desperate struggle against the
spectre of death. To stand with the State was
to invite the wrath of revolutionaries who
lurked in the shadows, waiting to mete out
their brand of justice in the dead of night.
Conversely, to align oneself with the revo-
lutionaries was to invite swift and merci-
less retribution from the State apparatus,
which spared no effort in its quest to crush
dissent with utmost brutality. This was the
grim reality that defined an era — a reali-
ty where horror knew no bounds and mercy
was but a distant memory.
In the Sinhalese-dominated areas of the
country, flames of rebellion raged
unchecked, while in the north and east,
where Tamils and Muslims held sway, the
spectre of terror loomed large, casting a pall
of fear over all who dared to defy the sta-
tus quo. In this fractured landscape, where
lines of ethnicity and ideology blurred in
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin concluded a two-day

visit to China on Friday,
emphasizing the countries’ bur-
geoning strategic ties as well as
his own personal relationship
with Chinese leader Xi Jinping
as they sought to present an
alternative to U.S global influ-
ence.
Putin praised the growth in
bilateral trade while touring a
China-Russia Expo in the
northeastern city of Harbin. He
met students at the Harbin
Institute of Technology, which
is said to work closely with the
People’s Liberation Army.
Harbin, capital of China’s
Heilongjiang province, was
once home to many Russian
expatriates and retains some of
that history in its architecture,
such as the central St. Sophia
Cathedral, a former Russian
Orthodox church.
Speaking to reporters, Putin
thanked Xi and praised their
talks as “substantive,” saying
that he spent “almost a whole
day, from morning till evening”
with the Chinese leader and
other officials in Beijing the

previous day.
The partnership between
China and Russia “is not direct-
ed against anyone,” Putin said
in a veiled reference to the
West. “It is aimed at one thing:
creating better conditions for
the development of our coun-
tries and improving the well-
being of the people of China
and the Russian

Federation.”But he still had a
back-handed rebuke for the
U.S., and others who oppose
the Moscow-Beijing relation-
ship, saying an “emerging mul-
tipolar world ... is now taking
shape before our eyes.” “And it
is important that those who are
trying to maintain their
monopoly on decision-making
in the world on all issues ... do

everything in their power to
ensure that this process goes
naturally,” he said.Both Russia
and China have frequently
spoken of the “emerging mul-
tipolar world” in response to
what they view as U.S. hegemo-
ny.Joseph Torigian, a research
fellow at Stanford University’s
Hoover Institute, said the mes-
sage being sent by China and

Russia was clear: “At this
moment, they’re reminding
the West that they can be defi-
ant when they want to.”
Taiwan’s Foreign Minister
Joseph Wu addressed Putin’s
visit in an interview with The
Associated Press, saying
Western powers should contin-
ue to support Ukraine as part
of sending a message that
democracies will defend one
another.
“If Ukraine is defeated at the
end, I think China is going to
get inspired, and they might
take even more ambitious steps
in expanding their power in the
Indo-Pacific, and it will be
disastrous for the internation-
al community,” Wu said.
Putin this month began his
fifth term in power and Xi
began his third last year. The
Russian leader’s trip “is an
example of the two big author-
itarian countries supporting
each other, working together
with each other, supporting
each other’s expansionism,”
Wu added.
Russia has become isolated
globally following the 2022
invasion of Ukraine. China
has a tense relationship with
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France’s Interior Minister said
Friday that a man who was

shot and killed by police after a
suspected arson attack on a syn-
agogue in the Normandy city of
Rouen was an Algerian nation-
al who’d sought medical treat-
ment in France and wasn’t
flagged as a suspected extrem-
ist.
he minister, Gerald Darmanin,
praised the 25-year-old police
officer who shot and killed the
man, saying he will be decorat-
ed for his “extremely coura-
geous, extremely professional”
behavior faced with the suspect-
ed attacker who rushed at him
with a kitchen knife early Friday
after the blaze broke out at the
synagogue.
Earlier the French police shot
and killed the man armed with
a knife and a metal bar who is
suspected of having set fire to a
synagogue in the Normandy
city of Rouen early on Friday,
the latest apparent act in a
storm of antisemitism roiling
France amid the Israel-Hamas
war. Fire services were alerted
early Friday morning to a blaze

at the synagogue. Police officers
who deployed discovered the
man on the roof of the building,
clutching the metal bar in one
hand and the kitchen knife in
the other, and smoke rising
from the synagogue’s windows,
Rouen prosecutor Frederic
Teillet said at a brief news con-
ference.
He said the man hurled abuse
and threw the metal bar at the
police before jumping off the
roof and then running at one of
the officers with his knife
raised.The officer fired five
shots, hitting the man four
times, fatally wounding him, the
prosecutor said. He said author-
ities are seeking to verify the
man’s identity. The prosecutor
took no questions. Interior
Minister Gerald Darmanin
posted on the social media site
X that the man was “clearly
wanting to set fire to the city’s
synagogue.”He congratulated
officers for “their reactivity and
their courage.” Tensions and
anger have grown in France
over the Israel-Hamas war.
Antisemitic acts have surged in
the country, which has the
largest Jewish and Muslim pop-

ulations in western Europe.
Rouen Mayor Nicolas Mayer-
Rossignol said the man is
thought to have climbed onto a
trash container and thrown “a
sort of Molotov cocktail” inside
the synagogue, starting a fire
and causing “significant dam-
age.”
“When the Jewish community
is attacked, it’s an attack on the
national community, an attack
on France, an attack on all
French citizens,” he said.
“It’s a fright for the whole
nation,” he added.
Photos taken inside the syna-
gogue and seen by The
Associated Press showed that
walls and the ceiling were
charred and blackened.
In Paris, Yonathan Arfi, head of
the main French Jewish umbrel-
la group, expressed fury at what
he described as the “climate of
terror” facing Jews in France.
This week, a Paris memorial
honoring people who distin-
guished themselves by helping
to rescue Jews in France during
the country’s Nazi occupation in
World War II was also attacked,
defaced with painted blood-red
hands.
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Israel strongly denied charges
of genocide on Friday, telling

the United Nations’ top court
it was doing everything it could
to protect the civilian popula-
tion during its military opera-
tion in Gaza.

The International Court of
Justice wrapped up a third
round of hearings on emer-
gency measures requested by
South Africa, which says Israel’s
military incursion in the south-
ern city of Rafah threatens the
“very survival of Palestinians in
Gaza” and has asked the court
to order a cease-fire.
Tamar Kaplan-Tourgeman, one
of Israel’s legal team, defended
the country’s conduct, saying it
had allowed in fuel and med-
ication to the beleaguered
enclave. “Israel takes extraordi-
nary measures in order to min-
imise the harm to civilians in
Gaza,” she told The Hague-
based court.
A protester shouting “Liars”
briefly interrupted Kaplan-

Tourgeman’s final remarks. The
hearing was paused for less
than a minute while security
guards escorted a woman from
the public gallery.
South Africa told the court on
Thursday that the situation in

the beleaguered enclave has
reached “a new and horrific
stage” and urged judges to
order a half to Israeli military
operations.
The court was holding a third
round of hearings on emer-

gency measures requested by
South Africa since it first filed
its genocide case at the end of
last year.
According to the latest request,
South Africa says Israel’s mili-
tary incursion in Rafah threat-
ens the “very survival of
Palestinians in Gaza”.
In January, judges ordered
Israel to do all it can to prevent
death, destruction and any acts
of genocide in Gaza, but the
panel stopped short of order-
ing an end to the military
offensive. Judges will now
deliberate on the request and
are expected to issue a decision
in the next weeks.
ICJ judges have broad powers
to order a cease-fire and other
measures, though the court
doesn’t have its own enforce-
ment apparatus. A 2022 order
by the court demanding that
Russia halt its full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine has so far
gone unheeded. Most of Gaza’s
population of 2.3 million peo-
ple have been displaced since
fighting began. 
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Trucks carr ying badly
needed aid for the Gaza

Strip rolled across a newly
built US pier and into the
besieged enclave for the first
time Friday as Israeli restric-
tions on border crossings and
heavy fighting hindered the
delivery of food and other
supplies.
The shipment is the first in an
operation that American mil-
itary officials anticipate could
scale up to 150 truckloads a
day, all while Israel presses in
on the southern city of Rafah
in its 7-month offensive
against Hamas.
But the US and aid groups
warn that the floating pier
project is not a substitute for
land deliveries that could
bring in all the food, water
and fuel needed in Gaza.
Before the war, more than 500
truckloads entered the terri-
tory on an average day.

The operation’s
success also remains tenuous
because of the risk of militant
attack, logistical hurdles and
a growing shortage of fuel for
the trucks to run due to the
Israeli blockade of Gaza since
Hamas’ October 7 attack.
Militants killed 1,200 people
and took 250 others hostage
in that assault on southern
Israel. The Israeli offensive
since has killed more than
35,000 Palestinians in Gaza,
local health officials say, while
hundreds more have been
killed in the West Bank.
Aid agencies say they are
running out of food in south-
ern Gaza and fuel is dwin-
dling, while the US Agency
for International
Development and the World
Food Program say famine
has already taken hold in
Gaza’s north. Troops finished
installing the floating pier on
Thursday, and the US mili-
tary’s Central Command said
the first aid crossed into Gaza

at 9 am Friday. It said no
American troops went ashore
in the operation.
“This is an ongoing, multina-
tional effort to deliver addi-
tional aid to Palestinian civil-
ians in Gaza via a maritime
corridor that is entirely
humanitarian in nature, and
will involve aid commodities
donated by a number of coun-
tries and humanitarian orga-
nizations,” the command said.
The Pentagon said no back-
ups were expected in the dis-
tribution process, which is
being coordinated by the
United Nations. The UN
humanitarian aid coordinat-
ing agency said the start of the
operation was welcome but
not a replacement for deliver-
ies by land.
“I think everyone in the oper-
ation has said it: Any and all
aid into Gaza is welcome by
any route,” spokesperson Jens
Laerke, of the Office for the
Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, told
journalists in Geneva on
Friday. “However, getting aid
to people they need into and
across Gaza cannot and
should not depend on a float-
ing dock far from where
needs are most acute.”
The UN earlier said fuel deliv-
eries brought through land
routes have all but stopped
and that would make it
extremely difficult to bring
the aid to Gaza’s people. “It
doesn’t matter how the aid
comes, whether it’s by sea or
whether by land, without fuel,
aid won’t get to the people,”
UN deputy spokesperson
Farhan Haq said. Pentagon
spokesperson Sabrina Singh
said the issue of fuel deliver-
ies comes up in all US conver-
sations with the Israelis. 
She also said the plan is to
begin slowly with the sea
route and ramp up the truck
deliveries over time as they
work the kinks out of the sys-
tem. 
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The Vatican on Friday radi-
cally reformed its process

for evaluating alleged visions of
the Virgin Mary, weeping stat-
ues and other seemingly super-
natural phenomena, putting
the brakes on making definitive
declarations unless the event is
obviously fabricated.

The Vatican’s doctrine office
overhauled norms first issued
in 1978, arguing that they were
no longer useful or viable in the
internet age.
Nowadays, word about appari-
tions or weeping Madonnas
travels quickly and can actual-
ly harm the faithful if hoaxers
are trying to make money off
people’s beliefs or manipulate
them, the Vatican said. The
new norms make clear that
such an abuse of people’s faith
can be punishable canonically,
saying, “The use of purported
supernatural experiences or
recognised mystical elements as

a means of or a pretext for
exerting control over people or
carrying out abuses is to be
considered of particular moral
gravity”.
The new norms reframe the
Catholic Church’s evaluation
process by essentially taking off
the table whether church
authorities will declare a partic-
ular vision, stigmata or other
seemingly divinely inspired
event supernatural. Instead,
the new criteria envisages six
main outcomes, with the most
favourable being that the
church issues a noncommittal
doctrinal green light, a so-
called “nihil obstat”.
Such a declaration means there
is nothing about the event that
is contrary to the faith, and
therefore Catholics can express
devotion to it.
The Catholic Church has had
a long and controversial histo-
ry of the faithful claiming to
have had visions of the Virgin
Mary, of statues purportedly

weeping tears of blood and stig-
mata erupting on hands and
feet mimicking the wounds of
Christ.
When confirmed as authentic
by church authorities, these
otherwise inexplicable signs
have led to a flourishing of the
faith, with new religious voca-
tions and conversions. That has
been the case for the purport-
ed apparitions of Mary that
turned Fatima, Portugal, and
Lourdes, France, into enor-
mously popular pilgrimage
destinations. Church figures
who claimed to have experi-
enced the stigmata wounds,
including Padre Pio and Pope
Francis’ namesake, St. Francis
of Assisi, have inspired millions
of Catholics even if decisions
about their authenticity have
been elusive.
Francis himself has weighed in
on the phenomenon, making
clear that he is devoted to the
main church-approved Marian
apparitions, such as Our Lady

of Guadalupe, who believers
say appeared to an Indigenous
man in Mexico in 1531.
But Francis has expressed scep-
ticism about more recent
events, including claims of
repeated messages from Mary
to “seers” at the shrine of
Medjugorje in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, even while
allowing pilgrimages to take
place there.
“I prefer the Madonna as moth-
er, our mother, and not a
woman who’s the head of a tele-
graphic office, who sends a
message every day at a certain
time,” Francis told reporters in
2017. But the phenomena have
also been a source of scandal.
That was the case when the
Vatican in 2007 excommuni-
cated the members of a
Quebec-based group, the Army
of Mary, after its foundress
claimed to have had Marian
visions and declared herself the
reincarnation of the mother of
Christ.
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In 2018, Chad McGehee
opened Side Hustle Brews

and Spirits, an Abu Dhabi-
branded brewery and distillery
with funky camels on its cans
and playful names familiar to
anyone living in the United
Arab Emirates. The only prob-
lem was it was illegal to pro-
duce alcohol in the country, so
his company made its hoppy
India pale ale in the United
States and then imported it to
the UAE for sale.That’s all
changed as Abu Dhabi has
overhauled its laws to allow for
the micro and craft breweries
that have taken the rest of the
world by storm, part of a wider
reconsideration of alcohol poli-
cies in the Islamic nation
increasingly drawing tourists.
And McGehee’s dream of IPAs

in Arabia became a reality —
though it took hard work as
they were the first to open.
“The government had created
a regulation around fermenta-
tion, but the steps of getting a
permit, the steps of inspection,

all of these things were not put
on paper yet. So that had to be
built out as we were going
through this process,” McGehee
said on a recent afternoon at his
brew pub on Abu Dhabi’s Al
Maryah Island.

Abu Dhabi long has been con-
sidered by those living in the
UAE to be more buttoned-up
than the rambunctious neigh-
bouring emirate of Dubai,
home to night clubs, beach bars
and pubs drawing tourists and
residents to imbibe. In the
seven emirates of the UAE,
Sharjah outright bans the sale
and consumption of alcohol,
like neighbouring Saudi Arabia,
as well as Iran and Kuwait.
But beginning in 2020, Abu
Dhabi changed its policies. It
eliminated its licensing system
for alcohol purchases for
drinkers to boost sales and
tourism during the coronavirus
pandemic. Eliminating the
licenses allowed Muslims, if
they chose, to drink, as well as
decriminalised alcohol pos-
session for those without a
license.

“I think progression in this
country is par for the course,
they’re always moving things
forward,” said Nadeem Selbak,
one of the partners at Craft,
which is Side Hustle’s brew pub.
The Emirates still maintains a
strict no-tolerance policy on
drunken driving and public
intoxication. Islam also consid-
ers alcohol consumption as
“haram”, or forbidden. But
alcohol sales long have been a
major driver of tax revenue and
a moneymaker for the UAE.
Dubai Duty Free, for instance,
sold 6 million cans of beer last
year, as well as 3.8 million bot-
tles of liquor and 2.3 million
bottles of whiskey for thirsty
travellers.
But despite that demand, there
was no local equipment avail-
able to open a brewery in the
UAE. McGehee ended up

importing almost everything
for the brewery, nearly all of it
coming from the US. Abu
Dhabi represents a completely
untapped market for Side
Hustle.

“The idea for me was like
going back in time, when I
started almost 20 years ago,”
said Mitchell Dougherty, Side
Hustle’s brewmaster.
At any given point, Craft has

14 beers on tap. So far this year
they have brewed 34 and aim
to reach up to 100 by the end
of the year. 
The names of the beers include
some winking reminders of life
in the UAE, including one
called “Massage Card Ninja” —
a nod to business cards show-
ing scantily clad women that
appear under car windshield
wipers in some Dubai neigh-
bourhoods.
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Slovak Prime Minister Robert
Fico has undergone anoth-

er operation two days after
being shot multiple times and
remains in serious condition,
officials said Friday. Fico, 59,
was attacked as he was greeting
supporters after a government
meeting in the former coal
mining town of Handlova. A
suspected assailant has been
arrested.
Miriam Lapunikova, director of
the University F D Roosevelt
hospital in Banska Bystrica,
where Fico was taken by heli-
copter after he was shot, said
Fico underwent a CT scan and
is currently awake and stable in
an intensive care unit. She
described his condition as
“very serious.”
She said the surgery removed
dead tissues that had remained
inside Fico’s body.
“I think it will take several more
days until we will definitely
know the direction of the fur-
ther development,” Robert
Kaliniak, the defense minister

and deputy prime minister,
told reporters at the hospital.
Still, Kaliniak stressed that the
government continues to work.
“The ministries are working on
all their duties, nothing is
frozen or halted, the country
goes on,” he told reporters.
“The state is stable and today

the patient is stable as well.”
Fico has long been a divisive
figure in Slovakia and beyond.
His return to power last year on
a pro-Russian, anti-American
platform led to worries among
fellow European Union and
NATO members that he would
abandon his country’s pro-

Western course, particularly
on Ukraine.
Earlier Friday, the man charged
with attempting to assassinate
Fico was escorted by police to
his home. Local media report-
ed that it was part of a search
for evidence.
Markiza, a Slovak television
station, showed footage of the
suspect being taken to his
home in the town of Levice on
Friday morning, and reported
that police had seized a com-
puter and some documents.
Police did not comment.
Prosecutors have told police
not to publicly identify the sus-
pect or release other details
about the case. The suspect’s
detention will be reviewed at a
hearing Saturday at Slovakia’s
Specialized Criminal Court in
Pezinok, outside the capital
Bratislava.
Unconfirmed media reports
suggested he was a 71-year-old
retiree who was known as an
amateur poet, and may have
previously worked as a securi-
ty guard at a mall in the coun-
try’s southwest.
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British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak and wife

Akshata Murty, who made
their debut in the annual
‘Sunday Times Rich List’
two years ago, have moved
up the ranks in the 2024 edi-
t ion released on Friday
thanks to the Murty’s lucra-
tive Infosys shareholding.
The couple, both 44, have
risen from 275th last year to
245th with an estimated
wealth of GBP 651 million,
making them the “wealthiest
people to call 10 Downing
Street home”. Murty’s earn-
ings are said to far exceed that
of her husband as financial
statements published in
February are quoted to say
Sunak made GBP 2.2 million
in 2022-23 compared to
Murty’s estimated GBP 13
million in dividends over the
past year.“The couple’s most
valued asset is Murty’s share-

holding in Infosys ,  a
Bangalore-based IT company
co-founded by Murty’s father
[Narayan Murthy],” reads the
newspaper’s analysis. “Over
the past year, the shares have
grown in value by GBP 108.8
million to nearly GBP 590
million. 
The latest annual report sug-
gests that Murty received
about GBP 13 million in div-
idends during that time —
adding to the more than a
million pounds she has been
paid in previous years.
She is poised to receive
another GBP 10.5 million
this year,” it notes. The annu-
al compilation of Britain’s
wealthiest families is once
again topped by the Indian-
origin Hinduja family, who
saw their wealth increase
over the past year to hit GBP
37.196 billion in the wake of
the opening of their brand-
new luxury OWO Hotel in
the heart of London.
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Friday that

Moscow’s offensive in Ukraine’s
northeastern Kharkiv region
aims to create a buffer zone but
has no plans to capture the city.
Putin’s comments on a trip to
China were his first on the
offensive launched on May 10,
which opened a new front in
the war and displaced thou-
sands of Ukrainians within
few days. It came hours after a
massive Ukrainian drone attack
on the Russia-occupied
Crimean Peninsula early Friday
caused power cutoffs in the city
of Sevastopol after an earlier
attack damaged aircraft and
fuel storage at an airbase. In
southern Russia, Russian
authorities said the attack on
Friday also set a refinery ablaze. 
Moscow launched attacks in
the Kharkiv region in response
to Ukrainian shelling of Russia’s
Belgorod region, Putin told
reporters Friday on a visit to
Harbin, China. 
“I have said publicly that if it
continues, we will be forced to
create a security zone, a sani-
tary zone,” he said. “That’s
what we are doing.”
Putin said that Russian troops
were “advancing daily accord-
ing to plan” and said that there
were no plans to capture
Kharkiv, for now. Ukrainian
troops were fighting Friday to
halt Russian advances in
Kharkiv region that began late
last week. The town of
Vovchansk, located 5 kilome-
ters (3 miles) from the Russian
border, has been a hot spot in
the fighting in recent days.
Ukrainian authorities have
evacuated around 8,000 civil-
ians from the town. The
Russian army’s usual tactic is to
reduce towns and villages to
ruins with aerial strikes before
its units move in.
By starting the new offensive,
Russian troops “expanded the
zone of active hostilities by
almost 70 kilometers” (about
45 miles), in an effort to force
Ukraine to spread its forces and
use reserve troops, Ukraine’s
military chief, Col. Gen.
Oleksandr Syrskyi, said Friday.
In the Kharkiv region, Russian
forces have advanced 10 kilo-

meters from the border,
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy told reporters on
Friday. Separately, in his
strongest remarks yet on
Ukraine’s upcoming peace con-
ferences slated for next month,
Putin said it was a vain attempt
to enforce terms of a peaceful
settlement on Russia. Putin
emphasized that Russia wasn’t
invited to the Swiss-hosted
meeting.
He said that Russia was ready
for talks but shrugged off
Ukrainian Zelenskyy’s peace
formula as wishful thinking. He
said that prospective peace
talks could be based on a draft
deal that was negotiated by
Russia and Ukraine during
their Istanbul talks in 2022.
Meanwhile, the drone raids
on Crimea marked Kyiv’s
attempt to strike back during
Moscow’s offensive in north-
eastern Ukraine, which has
added to the pressure on out-
numbered and outgunned
Ukrainian forces, which are
waiting for delayed deliveries of
crucial weapons and ammuni-
tion from Western partners. 
A Ukrainian intelligence offi-
cial confirmed to The
Associated Press that Ukraine’s
Security Service and Military
Intelligence conducted a joint
operation to strike Russia’s
military infrastructure sites in
Novorossiysk, on the Black

Sea coast, and occupied
Sevastopol. The official spoke
on condition of anonymity,
because they weren’t authorized
to comment publicly. 
The operation targeted ships
and vessels of the Russian
Black Sea Fleet and was con-
ducted by aerial drones built in
Ukraine, the official said.
The Russian Defense Ministry
said that air defenses downed
51 Ukrainian drones over
Crimea, another 44 over the
Krasnodar region of Russia
and six over the Belgorod
region. It said Russian war-
planes and patrol boats also
destroyed six sea drones in the
Black Sea. At least three fight-
er jets were destroyed in an ear-
lier attack in Crimea a few days
ago, according to satellite
imagery of the airbase provid-
ed by Maxar Technologies. 
Mikhail Razvozhayev, the gov-
ernor of Sevastopol, which is
the main base for Russia’s Black
Sea Fleet, said the drone attack
damaged the city’s power plant.
He said it could take a day to
fully restore energy supplies
and warned residents that
power would be cut to parts of
the city.
“Communal services are doing
their best to restore the power
system as quickly as possible,”
he said in a statement.
Razvozhayev also announced
that schools in the city would

be closed temporarily. Earlier
Ukrainian attacks damaged
aircraft and a fuel storage facil-
ity at Belbek air base near
Sevastopol, according to satel-
lite images released by Maxar
Technologies.
In the Krasnodar region, the
authorities said a drone attack
early Friday caused a fire at an
oil refinery in Tuapse which
was later contained. There were
no casualties.
Ukraine has repeatedly target-
ed refineries and other energy
facilities deep inside Russia,
causing significant damage.
The Krasnodar region’s gover-
nor, Veniamin Kondratyev, said
fragments of downed drones
around the port of
Novorossiysk caused several
fires, but there were no casual-
ties. Belgorov Gov. Vyacheslav
Gladkov said that a Ukrainian
drone struck a vehicle, killing
a woman and her 4-year-old
child. Another attack set a fuel
tank ablaze at a gas station in
the region, he said.
In addition to Kharkiv, recent
Russian offensive attacks have
come in the eastern Donetsk
region, as well as the Chernihiv
and Sumy regions in the north
and in the southern
Zaporizhzhia region. The
apparent aim is to stretch
depleted Ukrainian resources
and exploit weaknesses.
Having strengthened their
grouping in the northern
region, Russian forces are now
concentrating their efforts to
advance near the village of
Lyptsi, as well as the town of
Vovchansk, according to
Syrskyi, the Ukrainian military
commander.
Syrskyi also said he inspected
the units that are “preparing for
defense” of the Sumy region.
On Tuesday, the head of
Ukraine’s Military Intelligence,
Kyrylo Budanov, reportedly
said that the Russian army
had plans to start offensive
actions in Sumy. 
Russia has also been testing
defenses at other points along
the roughly 1,000-kilometer
(620-mile) front line, which
snakes from north to south
through eastern Ukraine. That
line has barely changed over the
past 18 months, in what has
become a war of attrition. 

Moscow (AP): Russia on
Thursday declared Britain’s
defence attaché persona non
grata and gave the diplomat a
week to leave the country in
response to London’s decision
to expel the Russian defence
attaché earlier this month over
spying allegations. 
Russia’s Foreign Ministry said in
a statement that it summoned
a representative of the British
Embassy in Moscow on
Thursday to express its “strong
protest in connection with the
unfriendly and groundless deci-
sion” to expel the Russian
attaché from London. “We
emphasized that we regard this
step as a politically motivated
action of clearly Russophobic
nature, which is causing
irreparable damage to bilateral
relations,” the statement read. 
Britain on May 8 announced
several measures to target
Moscow’s intelligence gathering
operations in the UK Those
included a decision to boot
Maxim Elovik, a Russian
colonel who the British govern-
ment termed an “undeclared
military intelligence officer,”
rescinding the diplomatic sta-
tus of several Russian-owned
properties because they are
believed to have been used for
intelligence purposes, and
imposing new restrictions on
Russian diplomatic visas and
visits. The government said
the measures followed criminal
cases in London alleging espi-
onage and sabotage by people
acting on behalf of Russia. It
also cited allegations that the
Russian government planned to
sabotage military aid for
Ukraine in Germany and
Poland and carried out spying
in Bulgaria and Italy, along
with cyber and disinformation
activities, air space violations
and jamming GPS signals to
hamper civilian air traffic. In
response, Russia’s Foreign
Ministry on Thursday
announced the expelling of the
British defence attaché Adrian
Coghill, and vowed “further
retaliatory steps.” The UK has
had an uneasy relationship
with Russia for years, accusing
its agents of targeted killings
and espionage, including cyber-
attacks aimed at British law-
makers and leaking and ampli-
fying sensitive information to
serve Russian interests. 
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North Korea fired suspected
short-range ballistic missiles

off its east coast on Friday,
South Korea’s military said, a day
after South Korea and the US
flew powerful fighter jets in a
joint drill that the North views
as a major security threat. 
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said the weapons launched
from the North’s east coast
Wonsan region traveled about
300 kilometers (185 miles)
before landing in the waters
between the Korean Peninsula
and Japan. Japan’s Chief Cabinet
Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi
said a North Korean missile
landed outside Japan’s exclusive
economic zone. 
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff statement called the
launches “a clear provocation”
that threatens peace on the
Korean Peninsula. It said South
Korea will maintain a firm
readiness to repel potential
aggressions by North Korea in
conjunctions with the military
alliance with the United States.
North Korea has extended its
run of weapons testing  in
recent months as part of its
efforts to enlarge and modern-
ize its arsenal while diplomacy
with the United States and South
Korea remains stalled. Last week,
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un supervised the test firing of
a new multiple rocket launch
system, according to the North’s
state media.

North Korea says it has been
forced to boost its nuclear and
missile programs to deal with
US-led hostilities. North Korea
cites expanded US-South
Korean military training, which
it calls an invasion rehearsal.
Many foreign experts say North
Korea uses its rivals’ military
drills as a pretext for building a
larger weapons arsenal in the
belief that it would boost its
leverage in future diplomacy
with the US. On Thursday, two
South Korean F-35As and two
U.S. F-22 Raptors were mobi-
lized for a combined aerial exer-
cise over the central region of
South Korea. North Korea is
extremely sensitive to the
deployment of sophisticated
U.S. aircraft. It was reportedly
the first deployment of a US F-
22 to South Korea in seven
months. The North’s official
Korean Central News Agency
said Friday the re-deployment of
the U.S. F-22s for joint training

with South Korea is “another
clear proof of the hostile nature
of the U.S.” which seeks “a
showdown of force” with North
Korea. KCNA accuses “the mil-
itary gangsters” of South Korea
of intensifying tensions to keep
pace with “their master’s con-
frontation scheme” against the
North. It warned the F-22s fly-
overs “will only precipitate the
advent of a situation that the U.S.
does not want to see.” But it did-
n’t elaborate what steps North
Korea would take.
Also Friday, Kim’s sister and
senior official Kim Yo Jong said
North Korea’s recent weapons
tests were part of the country’s
five-year arms buildup plan
launched in 2021. She said the
recently tested weapons are
designed to attack Seoul, the
South Korean capital, and
denied outside speculation that
the tests were meant to display
weapons that North Korea plans
to export to Russia.
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Parliament’s Conduct
Committee on Friday

released its report into the con-
duct of British Sikh peer Lord
Kulveer Ranger and found him
in breach of the Code of
Conduct on bullying and
harassment following a drunk-
en incident in the House of
Lords. The 49-year-old parlia-
mentarian, who has apologised
for his conduct, will be sus-
pended for three weeks and also
be banned from access to the
bars in Parliament for a period
of 12 months after the commit-
tee said it was “struck by the
seriousness of the incident”.
The report entitled ‘The con-
duct of Lord Ranger of
Northood’ goes on to detail
how two complainants, both

members of the parliamentary
community, were accosted with
inappropriate comments and
invasion of their personal space
in a way they found threaten-
ing. Their report will now be
tabled before the Lords to agree
its findings of the sanction
after the House reconvenes
early next month. “We recom-
mend that Lord Ranger of
Northwood be suspended from
the service of the House for
three weeks,” concludes the
report by the cross-party
Conduct Committee.
“We further recommend that
Lord Ranger of Northwood be
denied access to bars in the
House of Lords for a period of
12 months, and that in other
Lords catering venues that serve
both alcohol and food he be
denied service of alcohol for the

same period. We invite the
Commons authorities to con-
sider whether a similar
response would be appropriate
with regard to the facilities
administered by that House,” it
notes. The committee’s report
follows findings by the House
of Lords Commissioner for
Standards, Martin Jelley, who
concluded Ranger had
breached paragraph 19 of the
Code of Conduct applying to
bullying and harassment.
He, however, recommended a
shorter one-week suspension
taking Lord Ranger’s apology
and “out of character” nature of
the conduct into account, which
the committee felt was not suf-
ficient given the “aggravating
factors” of Ranger’s alcohol
intake and the power imbalance
between him and the com-

plainants.
“I am deeply mortified at the
descriptions of my behaviour. I
must say I have little recollec-
tion of the incident but that is
in no way to diminish how you
both have described my actions
or how they made you feel,”
reads Ranger’s letter of “sincere”
apology to the complainants,
also published alongside the
committee’s report.
“Throughout my life I have
never seen it fit to behave in an
aggressive or rude manner. I
can only add that I have had a
variety of very concerning
health issues for both my chil-
dren and wife during December
and January that have been very
stressful and taken a significant
toll on my physical capacity and
mental health, and may have
had some bearing on my whol-

ly uncharacteristic outburst and
responses to your questions, for
which again I am extremely
sorry,” he adds. The committee
said Ranger did not appeal
against either the commission-
er’s findings or the recom-
mended sanction and instead
wrote a further letter of apolo-
gy to the Conduct Committee, 
enclosing two character 
references. 
The complainants, referred to
only as JK and LM, submitted
complaints about Ranger’s
behaviour in February following
the incident on January 17.
They said Ranger had
approached them without invi-
tation, when they were in
Strangers’ Bar in the Lords. 
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday said

the country needs to ramp up
its manufacturing sector to
increase its share in the global
value chain and become
‘Atmanirbhar’.
Addressing the captains of the
Indian industry at a CII
Annual Business Summit, the
minister also underlined the
need of achieving greater
sophistication in product
manufacturing and policy
support.
“I also want to underline
much against the advice given
by some economists that
India should no longer be
looking at manufacturing or
ramping up manufacturing. I
like to highlight the fact that
manufacturing must increase.
India must also increase with
the help of policies its
(manufacturing) share in the
global value chain,” she said.
Some of the economists
including former RBI
Governor Raghuram Rajan
have expressed the opinion

that India should rather focus
on the services sector rather
than manufacturing as it has
missed that opportunity.
China’s model of
manufacturing-led growth
cannot be replicated any
more. 
However, Sitharaman said,
expanding manufacturing

will help India become self-
reliant. She also expressed
hope that India still has an
opportunity to ramp up its
manufacturing capability as
the world is looking at China
plus one strategy post-
COVID-19. 
Quoting a Capgemini
Research Institute report

released in May, she said,
India figures at the top of the
list of investment destinations
for senior executives in
Europe and in the US, who
are looking to reduce their
dependence on China and
shift part of their
manufacturing capacity to
emerging markets.

Sixty-five per cent of nearly
760 executives surveyed has
said that they plan to increase
investments significantly in
India. Presently, the telecom
sector’s PLI has helped India
to become a better
Atmanirbhar as 60 per cent
import substitution has been
achieved in the telecom
sector.
This itself gives quite a big
scope for our Indian industry,
she said, adding, that the PLI
scheme is also transforming
the mobile and electronics
sectors.From 78 per cent
import to dependence in 2014,
she said, today 99 per cent of
all mobiles sold in India are
made in India. Value addition
in electronics and smartphone
manufacturing too have grown
significantly and crossed 20
per cent from the negligible
level of 2014-15, she said.
Citing an example, she said,
India has become Apple’s
second largest manufacturing
hub for iPhones outside of
China with exports to USD
1.1 billion last year.
Speaking about the service

sector, Sitharaman said India
commands over 50 per cent of
the world’s Global Capability
Centres (GCCs) and remains
the most preferred destination
creating significant domestic
and global opportunities. The
number of GCCs in India has
increased to more than 1,580
at the moment.
She emphasised that the
“fundamental basis for the
consistent and steady growth
and high growth is the policy
stability, absence of flip flops,
corruption free decision
making, and making sure that
the facilitation both in
legislative and also the legal
frameworks are all
simultaneously going on.”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi-led government looks
at the private sector as a
partner in developing India,
she said.
“We see a very big role for the
private sector and we would
like to partner with them in
the development with the
government acting as a
facilitator and an enabler,” she
said. 

India needs to focus on manufacturing: Nirmala to Indian Inc
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AI is increasingly influencing
the way people work as well as
hire and India has one of the
highest AI adoption rates
among knowledge workers,
says a report by Microsoft and
LinkedIn.
According to the India
findings of the 2024 Annual
Work Trend Index from
Microsoft and LinkedIn, 92
per cent of knowledge
workers in India use AI at
work, as compared to the
global figure of 75 per cent.
However, a large majority, 91
per cent of leaders in India,
also believe their companies
need to adopt AI to stay
competitive and 54 per cent
worry their organisation lacks
a plan and vision for
implementation.
The findings are based on a
survey of 31,000 people in 31
countries, labour and hiring
trends on LinkedIn, trillions
of Microsoft 365 productivity
signals and research with
Fortune 500 customers.
As per the report, AI skills are
now a top priority when it
comes to hiring, with 75 per

cent stating they wouldn’t hire
someone lacking in AI skills,
outpacing the global average
of 66 per cent.
“AI skills outweigh
experience, with 80 per cent
of leaders in India preferring
to hire a less experienced
candidate with AI skills, over
a more experienced candidate
without them,” the report
said.
Moreover, organisations that

empower employees with AI
tools and training will attract
the best talent, and
professionals who skill up in
AI will have the edge.
“... This AI optimism presents
a tremendous opportunity for
organisations to invest in the
right tools and training, to
unlock efficiencies for
employees and ultimately
drive long-term business
impact,” said Irina Ghose,

Managing Director, Microsoft
India and South Asia.
The demand for AI expertise
has seen a remarkable 17 per
cent jump from last year, said
Ruchee Anand, Head of
Talent & Learning Solutions
at LinkedIn. “As the
workforce looks to tap into
the benefits of AI, it’s crucial
for leaders to boost their
organisation’s AI capabilities
through thoughtful
investment in both
technology and talent,”
Anand noted.
As of late last year, there has
been a multi-fold increase
globally in LinkedIn members
adding AI skills like Copilot
and ChatGPT to their profiles
and a sharp increase in non-
technical professionals using
LinkedIn Learning courses to 
build their AI aptitude.
On the sidelines of the report,
Microsoft announced new
capabilities in Copilot for
Microsoft 365 to help people
get started with AI, and
LinkedIn announced over 50
learning courses that are
being made free to empower
professionals at all levels to
advance AI.
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The GST Network (GSTN)
has implemented a special

procedure for manufacturers of
pan masala, gutkha and similar
tobacco products to register
their machines with tax
authorities, a move intended at
checking evasion.
In January, the Central Board

of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) had announced the
introduction of a new
registration and monthly
return filing procedure to
improve GST compliance for
manufacturers of pan masala
and tobacco products effective
April 1. The date was later
extended till May 15.
GSTN on May 16 informed the
taxpayers that the online
facility for such manufacturers
to submit their machine-
related information through
form GST SRM-I has been
introduced on the GST portal.
“To begin with, facility to
register the machines has been
made available on the GST
portal to file the information in
Form GST SRM-I. All
taxpayers dealing in the items
(pan masala, gutkha)... May use
the facility to file the
information about machines,”
GSTN said in an information
on the website.
Form GST SRM-II (for return
filing) will also be made
available on the portal shortly,
it added.
Moore Singhi Executive
Director Rajat Mohan said the
move is a significant step
towards enhancing regulatory 
oversight and compliance.
“The introduction of an online
utility for GST SRM-I will
facilitate better tracking of
machinery and production 
processes, thereby helping to
curb tax evasion and ensure

proper tax administration.
Taxpayers are advised to
promptly utilise the GST
portal’s new feature for
machine registration to comply
with the requirements and
avoid any potential penalties
for non-compliance,” Mohan
added.
The move to overhaul the
registration, record-keeping,
and monthly filing of such
businesses was aimed at
improving GST compliance for
manufacturers of pan masala
and tobacco products.
The GST law was also amended
via Finance Bill 2024, to say
that manufacturers of pan
masala, gutkha and similar
tobacco products will have to
pay a penalty of up to Rs 1 lakh,
if they fail to register their
packing machinery with GST 
authorities with effect from
April 1.
However, this penalty
provision is yet to be notified.
The procedure was to be
applicable for manufacturers of
pan-masala, unmanufactured
tobacco (without lime tube)
with or without brand name,
‘Hookah’ or ‘gudaku’ tobacco,
smoking mixtures for pipes
and cigarettes, chewing tobacco
(without lime tube), filter
khaini, jarda scented tobacco,
snuff and branded or
unbranded ‘Gutkha’, etc.

GSTN rolls out special procedure
for tobacco makers to register
machines with tax authorities
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Dhanuka Agritech — one
of the leading agri input

companies in India — on
Friday announced its
financial results for the
fourth quarter of the
financial year ending March
2024.
The company recorded
revenues of Rs 1758.54 crore
for the period ending March
31, 2024, an increase of 3.4
per cent over PY of Rs
1700.22 crore. Profit after tax
was Rs 239.09 core, as
compared to PY profit after
tax of Rs 233.51 crore.
The company recently
launched several products
which will revolutionise the

agricultural sector of the
country. The products,
include LaNevo, MYCORe
SUPER and Purge.
Commenting on the Q4
performance, MK Dhanuka,
Vice-Chairman and
Managing Director,
Dhanuka Agritech Ltd said,
despite the year 2023
recording below-average
rainfall (820 mm compared
to the usual 868.6 mm) due
to El Nino, prevailing
volatile and challenging
market conditions, the
company performed
reasonably well. “Our new
product offerings have
received encouraging
responses from the farming
community,” he said.
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India registered “very
robust” economic growth

performance and has become
an alternative investment
destination for many western
companies as “less and less”
foreign investment is going
into China, an expert at the
UN said as the global body
revised upwards the Indian
GDP growth for 2024.
“India is also benefiting from
more investments coming into
India from other western
sources as less and less foreign
investment is going into
China, western investment is
going into China. India has
become an alternative
investment source or
destination for many western
companies. I think that is also
benefiting India,” Hamid
Rashid, Chief of the Global
Economic Monitoring

Branch, Economic Analysis
and Policy Division, UN
Department of Economic and
Social Affairs (UN DESA),
told reporters here on
Thursday.
He was briefing on the mid-
year update of the World
Economic Situation and
Prospects 2024 that has
revised upwards India’s growth
projections for 2024, with the
country’s economy now
forecast to expand by close to
seven per cent this year.
The World Economic
Situation and Prospects as of
mid-2024, released Thursday,
said, “India’s economy is
forecast to expand by 6.9 per
cent in 2024 and 6.6 per cent
in 2025, mainly driven by
strong public investment and
resilient private consumption.
Although subdued external
demand will continue to
weigh on merchandise export

growth, pharmaceuticals and
chemicals exports are
expected to expand strongly.”
The 6.9 per cent economic
growth projections for India
in the mid-year update is an
upward revision from the 6.2
per cent GDP forecast made
by the UN in January this year.
On the Indian economic
outlook, Rashid said “I think
the drivers are very simple.
Indian inflation has come
down significantly. And that
means that the fiscal position
is not as constrained as in
other countries and there is
both support on the monetary
side and the fiscal side in
terms of stimulating growth.” 
He noted that in India “already
the growth momentum
actually was from last year and
is continuing and also India’s
export has been pretty robust”.
“So I think given all these
factors, this improvement is a

very reasonable modest
upward revision that we have
done, given that what we see is
happening in the Indian
economy right now,” he added.
He further said the oil price
and special import
arrangements that India has
with Russia is also “helping
India tremendously in terms
of keeping its import costs
down”. “So overall, I think we
are very comfortable with the
numbers that we have for
India,” he added.
Rashid said that “we saw very
robust growth performance in
India, also in Brazil, and some
other large developing
economies” and added that
India has done “remarkably
well” and “we see quite a bit of
improvement in the growth
outlook for India — 6.9 per
cent this year and 6.6 per cent
next year, so that is looking
good at this point.”
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Vaccines manufacturer Serum
Institute of India (SII) on Friday said

it is acquiring 20 per cent stake in
IntegriMedical, to advance needle-free
injection system technology.
IntegriMedical has developed a US
patented needle-free Injection System
(N-FIS) that utilises high-velocity jet
stream using mechanical power to
effectively and consistently administer
biologics and drugs, Serum Institute of
India (SII) said in a statement.
The company, however, did not disclose
the financial details of the transaction.
The innovative drug delivery solution
aims to alleviate pain during
administration, providing needle-phobic
patients with a stress-free experience.
“IntegriMedical’s N-FIS represents a
significant advancement in drug delivery
and we envision a needle-free solution to
deliver vaccines. We believe this could

potentially revolutionise the way we
administer vaccines, making the process
more comfortable for patients and
healthcare professionals,” SII CEO Adar
Poonawalla said.
IntegriMedical’s N-FIS has received
regulatory approvals from CDSCO
(Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation), CE (European regulatory
approval) MDSAP (Medical Device
Single Audit Program, Australia) and is

ISO 13485 certified, the statement said.
“Additionally, the technology is patented
in the United States,” it added.
“This investment is a testament to the
potential of our needle-free Injections
System technology and its ability to
revolutionize drug delivery. SII’s
expertise in vaccine manufacturing and
global distribution will be invaluable as
we work towards making our technology
more widely accessible to patients
worldwide,” IntegriMedical Managing
Director Sarvesh Mutha said.
N-FIS will be available in the Indian
private market, offering patients and
healthcare providers an alternative to
traditional needle-based injections, SII
said.
The technology’s advantages include the
elimination of needle-phobia, alleviation
of pain during administration,
convenience of use, and prevention of
needle-stick injuries and cross-
contamination, it added. 
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Rupee appreciated 17 paise
to close at 83.33

(provisional) against the US
dollar on Friday, on positive
domestic markets and
expectations of some fresh
foreign inflows.
Reports of selling of US
dollars by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) also supported
the rupee, forex traders said.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 83.50 and
touched an intraday high of
83.32 and a low of 83.50.
The domestic unit finally
settled at 83.33 (provisional),
a rise of 17 paise from its
previous close.
On Thursday, the rupee had
settled at 83.50 against the US
dollar.
“We expect the rupee to trade
with a slight negative bias on
strengthening of the US dollar
amid hawkish Fed speak and
weak Asian and European
markets. However, a positive
tone in domestic markets may
support the rupee at lower
levels.
“Any fresh FII inflows and/or
RBI intervention may support
rupee at lower levels. USD-
INR spot price is expected to

trade in a range of Rs 83.20 to
Rs 83.70,” said Anuj
Choudhary — Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading at
104.73, higher by 0.26 per
cent.
Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, rose
0.13 per cent to USD 83.38
per barrel.
On the domestic equity
market, the 30-share BSE
Sensex advanced 253.31
points, or 0.34 per cent, to
close at 73,917.03 points. The
broader NSE Nifty settled
62.25 points, or 0.28 per cent,
higher at 22,466.10 points.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net
sellers in the capital markets
on Thursday, as they
offloaded shares worth Rs
776.49 crore, according to
exchange data. 
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Be it international or
domestic, more Indians

are travelling than ever
before, claims a new report,
as a whopping “97 million
passengers” travelled through
Indian airports in the first
three months of 2024 alone.
“Travel Trends 2024:
Breaking Boundaries”,
conducted by the Mastercard
Economics Institute (MEI),
provides comprehensive
insights into the evolving
landscape of the travel
industry across 74 markets,
including 13 in the Asia
Pacific region (APAC).
“In 2024, fuelled by a growing
middle class and expanded
route capacity, more Indians
are travelling internationally
than ever before. In the first
three months of 2024, 97
million passengers travelled
through Indian airports. Just
10 years ago, the same figure
would have taken a whole
year to achieve,” read the
report.
While domestic air passenger
traffic surged 21 per cent
above 2019 levels,
international travel rose by 4
per cent.
Indian travellers, according
to the report, are increasingly
exploring key markets, with a
53 per cent increase in visits
to Japan, a 248 per cent
growth to Vietnam, and a 59
per cent rise in visits to the
United States, compared to
2019, despite a stronger US
dollar.
Also, Amsterdam, followed
by Singapore, London,
Frankfurt, and Melbourne

are the top five trending
destinations that Indian
travellers are visiting this
summer (June – August
2024), as measured by the
change in share of flight
bookings in the report.
“Consumers in the Asia
Pacific region have an intense
desire and willingness to
travel and are becoming
increasingly savvy to ensure
they get the best value and
unforgettable experiences
from their trips. For tourism
authorities, retailers, the
hospitality and F&B sectors,
the bottom line is that costs
matter,” said David Mann,
chief economist, Asia Pacific,
Mastercard, in a statement.
The report also pointed out
how consumers globally
continue to prioritise
experiences over material
goods and the same is playing
out in the travel sector where
spending on experiences,
especially nightlife, totals “12
per cent of tourism sales” --
the highest point in at least
five years.
Additionally, a burgeoning
fine dining scene in India has
translated to marginal
outperformance of the fine
dining category for in-
destination tourism dining, it
reported.
“As of March 2024, spending
on casual dining rose by 49.2
per cent, while fine dining
saw a 55.2 per cent increase
compared to the previous
year,” it added. 
Mastercard Economics
Institute, launched in 2020,
analysis macroeconomic
trends through the lens of the
consumer. 
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Equity benchmarks Sensex
and Nifty closed higher on

Friday as buying in index
majors M&M, Reliance
Industries and ITC helped the
indices rebound from early
lows.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 253.31 points, or 0.34
per cent, to settle at 73,917.03.
The NSE Nifty advanced
62.25 points, or 0.28 per cent,
to 22,466.10.
M&M was the biggest gainer
on the Sensex chart, rising
5.97 per cent, followed by
JSW Steel, Ultra Cement,
Kotak Bank, ITC and NTPC.
Reliance Industries gained
0.73 per cent to close at Rs
2,871 apiece.
In contrast, TCS, HCL Tech,

HUL, Nestle Industries, Bajaj
Finserv, Wipro and Infosys
were among the losers.
“Despite mixed global signals
and uncertainties
surrounding the US Fed, the
Indian market experienced a
robust recovery, largely
fuelled by the
outperformance of the
broader market and positive
Q4 earnings.
“Further, some index
heavyweight earnings
surpassed expectations, and
midcap and small-cap stocks
continued to exhibit buying
interest during dips. Auto and
consumer durables
particularly stood out with
strong earnings momentum,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services.
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World championship
bronze medallist
boxer Parveen

Hooda is likely to lose her Paris
Olympic quota after being
suspended by World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA) for
three whereabout failures in 12
months.
Parveen, who fetched an
Olympic quota in the women’s
57kg weight class during the
Asian Games last year, failed to
file her whereabouts in the
period from April 2022 to
March 2023 as per the WADA
rules.
“She has been suspended by
WADA for 1.5 years. The
suspension starts this month. It
will go on till November 2025,”
Parveen’s coach Sudhir Hooda
told PTI.
Athletes included in the
Registered Testing Pool (RTP)
must provide full address for
their overnight location, the
name and full address of each
location where they train, work
or conduct other regular
scheduled activities, as well as
the usual time-frames of each
activity.
RTP athletes must also identify
a 60-minute window and

location for each day of the
quarter, during which they
must be available for testing.
Failure to comply with
whereabouts and testing
obligations will result in a
whereabouts failure.
According to WADA rules,

“any combination of three
whereabouts failures (filing
failure and/or missed test)
within a period of 12 months
constitute an anti-doping rule
violation, for which the
applicable sanction is 2 years’
ineligibility subject to a

reduction to a minimum of 1
year depending on your degree
of fault.”
Lawyer Vidushpat Singhania,
who is handling Parveen’s case,
said they are in
correspondence with the
International Testing Agency

(ITA) and are pushing to get
the sanction removed or
shortened.
“We have been in
correspondence with multiple
parties including the ITA and
WADA ombudsman. We are
trying our best for a no

sanction or reduced one,”
Singhania said.
“We are trying for them to
withdraw the notice for
whereabouts failure, if that
happens there will be no
sanction. We are looking to
finalise it immediately because
of the Olympic quota place,” he
added.
However, even if the sanction
is reduced to a year, Parveen
will not be able to compete at
the Paris Games in July-August
this year. In October last year, it
had come to light that Parveen
had committed multiple
whereabout failures in one-
year period and had received a
notice form ITA, which is
overseeing the anti-doping
programme for boxing at the
Olympics.
The Boxing Federation of
India (BFI) was confident of a
favourable result.
Currently, only four Indian
boxers — Nikhat Zareen
(50kg), Preeti (54kg), Parveen
(57kg) and Lovlina Borgohain
(75kg) — have won quota
places.
In boxing, a quota is awarded
to the athlete not the country.
The final Olympic qualifier is
scheduled to begin on May 24
in Bangkok.
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Australian professional soccer
was rocked Friday by
accusations that the captain of
A-League club Macarthur FC
paid two younger teammates
up to 10,000 Australian dollars
($6,600) to deliberately receive
yellow cards in a scheme set up
by a South American gambling
connection.
The player were identified
Macarthur team leader Ulises
Davila and fellow players
Kearyn Baccus and Clayton
Lewis as the players arrested
over their alleged involvement
in the match-fixing scheme,
which police say led to
hundreds of thousands of
dollars being paid out in
winnings.
All three players were formally
charged and granted bail on
Friday afternoon, with Davila
scheduled to appear in court
on June 24.
Authorities still want to
interview a fourth player
allegedly involved in the
scheme, threatening to
extradite him if he does not
return to New South Wales
state to face questioning.
Investigators allege yellow
cards were manipulated during
games played on Nov. 24 and
Dec. 9. They also allege
unsuccessful attempts were
made to do similar during
matches on April 20 and May
4. Macarthur played out a 1-1
draw with Melbourne Victory
on Nov. 24 before beating
Sydney FC 2-0 on Dec. 9. All
three players were given yellow
cards in the Dec. 9 game
against Sydney.
The team beat Sydney 1-0 on
April 20 before being beaten 4-
0 by Sydney FC in a playoff
elimination game on May 4.
Macarthur finished in fifth
place during the regular
season.
Police Assistant Commissioner
Michael Fitzgerald said the
players had “betrayed the trust

of their supporters and the
code.”
“Yellow cards and the
subsequent penalties that arise
out of those yellow cards could
change the result of that game,”
he said a media conference
Friday. “$10,000 may seem a
lot of money to a young sports
person, (but) that is incredibly
insignificant when you
consider the damage that being
charged with this offense and
convicted results in.”
No further information was
given about the South
American gambling
connection.
The southwest Sydney club
said it was “shocked” by the
allegations, which came after a
six-month police investigation.
State police said the probe was
launched in December 2023
with the help of Britain-based
officials after suspicious
betting patterns were
identified. Macarthur FC chief
executive Sam Krslovic said the
club was caught off-guard by
the arrests but it would work
with authorities, adding:
“Integrity of our game is a
foundation pillar and we will
work closely with all relevant
agencies on this matter.”
Australian Associated Press
reported that Davila was
arrested on Friday at South
Coogee, in Sydney’s east, when
police executed a search
warrant as part of the
investigation. Lewis was
arrested in Parramatta and
Baccus was arrested in
Campbelltown, both western
Sydney suburbs.
Davila was expected to be
charged with two counts of
engaging in conduct that
corrupts a betting outcome of
an event and two counts of
facilitating conduct that
corrupts a betting outcome of
an event. The other two
players will be charged with
engaging in conduct that
corrupts a betting outcome of
an event.
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Brazil will host the 2027
Women’s World Cup after a

vote of FIFA’s full membership
chose the South American bid
over a joint proposal from
Belgium, Netherlands and
Germany.
The FIFA Congress on Friday
voted 119-78 for Brazil in the
reduced field of two candidates
to host the 2027 tournament
after a joint bid by the United
States and Mexico was pulled
late last month, and South
Africa withdrew its candidacy
in November.
It will be the first time the
global women’s tournament,
first played in 1991, is staged in
South America.
Brazil was strongly favored to
win since October when FIFA
brokered deals for the men’s
World Cups of 2030 and 2034.
It left South American
neighbors Argentina, Paraguay
and Uruguay getting just one
game each of the 104 in the

2030 tournament that will be
mostly co-hosted by Spain,
Portugal and Morocco.
A key point for FIFA was
clearing the way for its close
ally Saudi Arabia to get the
2034 World Cup uncontested
in a fast-track process. South
American soccer body
CONMEBOL’s agreement to
take a small part of the 2030
tournament removed it from
the subsequent bidding.
The US-Mexico decision to opt
out and focus on bidding for

the 2031 World Cup — that
decision is due next year —
was another indicator of
Brazil’s expected win.
The Brazilian bid team hugged
and celebrated on the podium
after the result was announced,
and described it as a victory for
women’s soccer, for their
country and for South
America.
“We are a South American
country that achieved the
victory for women’s soccer,”
Brazil’s soccer federation

president Ednaldo Rodrigues
said before reflecting on recent
flooding that has devastated
parts of the country. “After the
things that impact all
Brazilians — a catastrophe due
to the climate change — our
achievement today, the first
Women’s World Cup in South
America, will help strengthen
us.” It was the first time that all
of FIFA’s member associations
had the opportunity to weigh
in on the host of the women’s
tournament. Previously, it was
decided by the FIFA Council,
the governing body’s decision-
making committee.
There were 207 of the 211
members eligible to vote in the
electronic ballot which gave
three options: Brazil, BNG or
abstain.
Brazil was even more favored
to win the contest after ranking
higher in an evaluation report
by a FIFA-appointed panel.
The next World Cup votes, to
endorse the 2030 and 2034
hosts, will be on Dec.
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Usain Bolt is going to be
back at the Olympics after

eight years.
But competitors need not
worry, the world’s fastest man
will be in Paris to merely watch
the action and feel chuffed
about his phenomenal records
which, he believes, are “not
under threat” in the foreseeable
future. 
In a telephonic interview with
PTI from New York, where he
is currently promoting next
month’s ICC T20 World Cup as
its ambassador, Bolt spoke
about life after retirement, the
nagging itch to compete,
especially when he watches his
sport, and also a desire to visit
India some time in future.
His superhuman effort of 9.58
seconds (100m) and 19.19
seconds (200m) at the 2009
World Championships in
Berlin have not been
threatened ever since.
“Well, for me, I don’t think so.
Not right now. I think there’s a
long way to go. You
understand, I don’t see
anybody really break the
record. So I think I still have a
few more years to go (laughs),”
said Bolt, the only sprinter to
have won both the 100m and
200m gold medals in three
consecutive Olympics..
“No, I don’t think the world
record will be under threat. For
me, I’m watching what’s going
on now when it comes to the
race, it’s picking up a few
times,” he added.  Five
sprinters, including USA’s
Christian Miller and Kendal
Williams (both 9.93), have hit
the sub-10 second mark this
season, but Bolt’s time remains
way out of reach. The fastest
time in 200m this season was
set by USA’s Kenneth Bednarek
(19.67).
“A few of them have run under
10 seconds. So I’m just
observing now. I think by July
we’ll see who will be out in
front and we can definitely see
where the race will go. But for
now, we’re still just watching
and see. The leads are
progressing,” said Jamaican,
who has been nicknamed
‘Lightening Bolt’.

Bolt is now a family man and
his varied commercial
commitments continue to take
him around the world but at
times, he does miss the
adrenaline rush of sprinting.
“Definitely, you know, it’s been
good. I can’t complain,” he said
when asked about life after
retirement. “I try to stay busy. I
have a family now so I try to...
Figure out the time and stay
home sometimes, spend some
time with the family. But I do
miss competition, especially
when I watch it. “I know I’m
going to be itching when I get
to the Olympics this year. For
me, that should be interesting.
I’m also excited to be there first
time to actually watch a
championship. So that should
be good,” said the Olympic
legend.
Among a host of track and
field stars in Paris, Bolt is also
keen to track the performance
of India’s path-breaking javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra, who
in Tokyo, became the first
Indian to win an Olympic gold
in athletics.
Bolt too remembers that iconic
moment for Indian sport.
“Of course, of course,”
responded Bolt when asked if
he was aware of Chopra and
his stellar achievements.
“When I saw that, the first
thing I said, it must have been
really exciting for him. So that’s
a big, big deal for a country. To
win the Olympic gold medal,
you know what I mean?
“He must have been proud of
the work that he put in.
Because I understand the effort
and the time it takes to really
work hard and to dedicate to
your craft,” he said.
Bolt last visited India close to a
decade ago and hopes to return
in the near future.
“I know I have a lot of Indian
fans and I get a lot of tags (on
social media) so I just want to
say thanks for the support. I
look forward to coming there
again in the near future.
“I’ve not been there in a while.
So I’m excited to get a chance
to come there and spend a lot
more time than just a few days.
So thanks for everything and
just all love,” added the
legendary sprinter.
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Xavi Hernández’s honesty
about Barcelona’s ongoing

financial strife has reportedly
not sat well with the club.
In a message directed at
Barcelona fans, Xavi said
earlier this week that no one
should get too excited about
the summer transfer market
since there is little money to
spend.
Spanish sports media has been
rife with reports since then that
club president Joan Laporta
was not pleased with those
comments and could be
thinking of firing the former
Spain great.
After Barcelona’s 2-0 win over
last-placed Almeria on
Thursday, Xavi said he
“understood the noise” that his
comments generated, but that
he is convinced his job is
secure.
“I understand the noise, Barça

is always like this, but I am
calm and fully motivated, and
that is what I transmit to
Laporta and (sports director)
Deco, who are the most
important people in his
project,” Xavi said.
The reported friction between
coach and club came after Xavi
said on Wednesday that “our
fans and club members must
understand the situation is
very difficult, above all on the
economic level, for us to
compete with our top rivals,
whether it be Real Madrid or
teams in Europe.
“We have to accept that. That
doesn’t mean we don’t want to
compete and that we won’t
fight for titles, but this is the
situation Barça is in.”
Officially, the club said it had
no comment on the media
reports that Xavi’s job could be
in danger.
Barcelona will finish the
season without a title. It has

lost all three Clasico matches
with Madrid across all
competitions and lost both its
league games with Girona by
the score of 4-2, in addition to
other big losses.
Xavi said at one point that he
was giving up and would not
finish his contract after a 5-3
loss to Villarreal in January,
only to take that back in April
and commit to staying at

Barcelona after the team had
improved.
And, all the while Madrid has
won the domestic league,
reached another Champions
League final, and is widely
expected to acquire France star
Kylian Mbappé.
Barcelona still has a goal to
achieve, secure the second-
placed finish in the table that
will earn it a spot in the

Spanish Super Cup next
season. It gets six million euros
(USD 6.5 million) if it
participates in the mini-
tournament held in Saudi
Arabia, money that it can ill
afford to miss out on.
Barcelona can lock up the
second spot with a victory
when it hosts Rayo Vallecano
on Sunday in the second-to-
last round. It is four points
ahead of third-placed Girona,
which is at Valencia.
Laporta inherited a club mired
in debts of more than 1.3
million euros, and soccer’s
most expensive payroll, when
he returned to run the club for
a second time in 2021. 
His policy of selling off future
television revenues and other
club assets, which Laporta
dubbed financial “levers,”
allowed Barcelona to sign
Robert Lewandowski and
other players two seasons ago.
But, the club’s wages still

exceed the salary cap
established by the Spanish
league and it is more likely to
sell players this off-season than
bring in new talent.
EUROPA, RELEGATION:
Real Sociedad visits Real Betis
on Sunday with both fighting
for a Europa League spot.
Sociedad is in sixth place and
holding the berth, while Betis
is a point behind in seventh
and currently in the Europa
Conference League position.
Cadiz is in the relegation zone,
four points behind Mallorca,
the last team clinging to safety.
Rayo and Celta Vigo are a
point ahead of Mallorca.
Cadiz hosts Las Palmas on
Sunday, while Mallorca hosts
Almeria and Celta is at
Granada.
Champion Madrid is at
Villarreal as it eyes the
Champions League final
against Borussia Dortmund on
June 1.
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Ace Indian archer Deepika
Kumari will train in South

Korea ahead of next month’s
Final Olympic World
Qualification tournament in
Antalya, Turkiye after the
sports ministry approved her
request to finance the stint.
Deepika, who was reinducted
into the Target Olympic
Podium Scheme (TOPS) core
group following a silver medal
at the World Cup in Shanghai
last month, is part of the Indian
women’s team that will aim to
seal a Paris Games quota in the
tournament.
She will train at the Kim

Archery School for 13 days
before heading to Antalya for
the qualifiers beginning June
14.
Under TOPS, the ministry will
be covering her airfare,
boarding and lodging, training
expenditure and local
transport among other
expenses.
The Mission Olympic Cell
(MOC) also granted financial
assistance to the archery teams
(both men and women) for
procurement of physiotherapy
equipment ahead of the Paris
Games.
Besides, the MOC approved
assistance towards
procurement of archery

equipment for Pravin Jadhav
and request of shooter Raiza
Dhillon to train in India for 11
days followed by training in
Italy with coach Ennio Falco
for a week.
The TOPS will cover Dhillon’s
boarding and lodging cost,
coaching fee in Italy and
ammunition and clay birds
among other expenses.
Trap shooter Rajeshwari
Kumari’s request for assistance
towards vision and eye training
coach was also approved.
Proposals from athletes
Eldhose Paul and Kishore
Kumar Jena and badminton
player HS Prannoy were also
given the go-ahead.

The TOPS will provide
assistance to Eldhose to
compete in two international
events in France, while Jena,
his coach and physiotherapist
will be given financial
assistance so that he can
compete in the Paavo Nurmi
Games in Finland, and Paris
Diamond League.
Prannoy, his coach, trainer and
physio will be provided
financial assistance for travel to
the Australia Open.
The MOC also approved para-
athlete Bhagyashree Jadhav’s
request for financial assistance
towards engaging personal
support staff till the
Paralympics.

India likely to lose Olympic boxing quota as WADA
suspends Parveen for three whereabout failures
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Royal Challengers
Bengaluru’s fairytale
resurgent run will be up

against the might of five-time
champions Chennai Super
Kings and the weather gods
when the two sides clash in an
epic do-or-die match to decide
the fourth and final team for
the IPL play-offs, here on
Saturday.
Thursday’s washout in
Hyderabad meant that
Sunrisers Hyderabad joined
Kolkata Knight Riders and
Rajasthan Royals as the three
confirmed teams for the
playoffs and the race is now for
only one spot with two teams
in fray -- CSK and RCB.
Boasting of a better net run-
rate and more points,
defending champions CSK (13
points, NRR 0.528) start
favourites at a venue where

they have lost to the home side
only once in eight matches.
RCB has 12 points and a net
run-rate of 0.387.
However, what has heightened
the drama surrounding the
game is the forecast of rain. A
washout will take CSK through
to the playoffs, while RCB will
need to win by at least 18 runs
or chase the target with about
11 balls to spare.
The odds are therefore stacked
against the home side, which is
the most in-form unit in the
tournament’s final stretch.
They’ve staged a spectacular
comeback, securing five
straight wins after enduring a
six-match losing streak.
Orange Cap holder Kohli has
been in phenomenal form with
three fifties in last five innings
as he is poised to ignite the
field with yet another stellar
show.
They will hope that skipper Faf

du Plessis is back among runs,
having capped single digit
scores in his last two outings.
In the middle order, Rajat
Patidar and Cameron Green
have both showcased
compelling form.
Mahipal Lomror and Dinesh
Karthik would be looking to
make the most out of the
Chinnaswamy track, which is
typically a good batting wicket.
As for RCB’s bowling, Yash
Dayal has been their star,
bagging the most wickets this
season. Lockie Ferguson,
Mohammed Siraj, Green, and
Swapnil Singh face a
formidable task ahead.
Will Jacks, who has impressed
with the bat, is a part-time spin
bowling option. But it will be
interesting to see if he is
utilised on this track.
For CSK, Ruturaj Gaikwad has
been the team’s top run-scorer
this season and is expected to

give them a fine start. Fellow
opener Rachin Ravindra is also
back among runs and he along
with Daryl Mitchell will be
expected to lift the top order.
They will hope that Shivam
Dube gets back into his
rhythm. He has failed to score
in his last four outings.
In bowling, pacer Simarjeet
Singh and Tushar Deshpande
have done a neat job after they
missed their premier trio of
Mustafizur Rahman,
Matheesha Pathirana and
Deepak Chahar.
The inspiring presence of
Mahendra Singh Dhoni will
continue to be a factor for the
side but it remains to be seen
how big a role he is able to play
given some nagging injury
concerns.

TEAMS (FROM):
RCB: Faf du Plessis (c), Glenn
Maxwell, Virat Kohli, Rajat
Patidar, Anuj Rawat, Dinesh

Karthik (wk), Suyash
Prabhudessai, Will Jacks,
Mahipal Lomror, Karn
Sharma, Manoj Bhandage,
Mayank Dagar, Vijaykumar
Vyshak, Akash Deep,
Mohammed Siraj, Reece
Topley, Himanshu Sharma,
Rajan Kumar, Cameron Green,
Alzarri Joseph, Yash Dayal,
Tom Curran, Lockie Ferguson,
Swapnil Singh and Saurav
Chauhan.
CSK: Ruturaj Gaikwad (c),
Rachin Ravindra, Ajinkya
Rahane, Daryl Mitchell,
Shivam Dube, Ravindra Jadeja,
Sameer Rizvi, MS Dhoni (wk),
Maheesh Theekshana, Tushar
Deshpande, Shardul Thakur,
Shaik Rasheed, Moeen Ali,
Nishant Sindhu, Mitchell
Santner, Ajay Jadav Mandal,
Prashant Solanki, Mukesh
Choudhary, Simarjeet Singh,
RS Hangargekar and Aravelly
Avanish.

RCB AND CSK CLASH FOR FINAL PLAYOFF BERTH AMID RAIN THREAT
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As Sunil Chhetri sat
contemplating how he

would break his retirement
plans to the world, he knew
there was one man who would
understand what exactly he
was going through and Virat
Kohli did not disappoint the
iconic Indian football captain.
The 39-year-old Chhetri, the
most capped India footballer
with 150 matches to his credit
and the country’s top-scorer
with 94 goals, will hang up his
boots after the World Cup
qualifying match against
Kuwait on June 6 in Kolkata.
Chhetri’s announcement came
on Thursday, driven by, what
he described as, rather
inexplicable instincts. And he
chose Kohli as one of his
confidantes before going
public with his decision.
“I did talk to Virat Kohli before
my retirement decision, he is
very close to me. I discussed
with him because we both
understand that we would
know this thing exactly the
way it is,” Chhetri said in an
online media interaction from
Bhubaneswar where he is
currently part of a national
camp for the World Cup
qualifiers.
“The ups and downs of sports,
this part of retirement, we do
understand that the other
person would understand,” he
added, trying to describe in
words the deep bond they have
shared over the years. 
Earlier on Friday, Kohli had
acknowledged the
communication from Chhetri
and stated that his fellow
Delhiite was at peace with the
decision.

“He (Chhetri) is a really great
player. He actually messaged
me as well informing that he’s
going to do that. But I would
actually say I felt like he is at
peace with the decision,” Kohli
said in a short video interview
on his IPL side Royal
Challengers Benagluru’s ‘X’
page. 
“I have become very close with
him over the years and I wish
the best. He is a lovely, lovely
guy.”
Chhetri and Kohli have often
spoken about each other
fondly with the former stating
that they share jokes and also
some deep and meaningful
chats whenever they catch up. 
“...It just hits the right note,”
Chhetri had stated in an earlier
interaction.
Kohli was among the first to
offer support to Chhetri when
he made an emotional plea to
fans to show up for the
national footballers during the
2018 Hero Cup in Mumbai.
Kohli later described Chhetri
as “a man I can call a true
friend.”
“Very grateful for the
friendship we have skip,” he
had stated on Chhetri’s

birthday in 2022.
VAMIKA HAS STARTED
BATTING: KOHLI: Kohli,
besides talking about Chhetri,
also informed that his
daughter Vamika has recently
started swinging the bat but
said he would never force his
kids to take up cricket.
Kohli and his actor wife
Anushka Sharma recently also
welcomed a son, Akaay after
the birth of Vamika in 2021. 
“My daughter picked up a bat
and she is really enjoying
swinging the bat. But it’s their
choice,” he said. 
RCB are currently placed sixth
in the IPL standings with 12
points from 13 games and will
take on defending champions
Chennai Super Kings in a
must-win match here on
Friday. 
RCB made a remarkable
comeback with five straight
wins after enduring a six-game
losing streak to stay afloat in
the play-off race.
“The month of May has been
very good. We found a ray of
sunlight. We are glad that we
have made the fans happy
again,” Kohli said of their
fightback.
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Olympian Manu Bhaker
displayed complete

dominance in 10m air pistol
Olympic Selection Trials
(OST), shooting a superb score
to overcome the challenge of
Asian Games medallist Esha
Singh here on Friday.
Bhaker, coached by the
legendary pistol marksman
Jaspal Rana, shot a superb
241.0 in the third OST to push
back the challenge of Esha
(240.2) and Rhythm Sangwan
(220.3) at the MP State
Shooting Academy ranges.
Surbhi Rao (199.3) and Palka
(179.1) were fourth and fifth
respectively.
Manu’s performance is all the
more creditable as she came

into the 10m air pistol trials on
the back of a superb showing
in the 25m sports pistol trials.
The National Rifle Association
of India (NRAI) is conducting
a series of four trials in pistol
and rifle to select the squad for
the Paris Olympics. 
The top-three scores in the
trials along with Paris
Olympics quota points will
count towards the selection of
the Indian squad for the
Summer Games.
The range, however, was set on
fire by Naveen in men’s 10m air
pistol OST T3 final, as he shot
a 246.8, 0.3 points more than
the existing world record, to
emerge victorious.
Sarabjot Singh (242.4) was a
distant second, while Arjun
Singh Cheema (218.8), Varun

Tomar (197.3) and Ravinder
Singh (176.9) were third,
fourth and fifth respectively.
Ramita Jindal emerged winner
in women’s 10 air rifle finals
(Trial 3), posting 252.6 to edge
past Olympian Elavenil
Valarivan (252.1). Nancy was

third, bowing out in a shoot-
off with Elavenil, while Mehuli
Ghosh and Tilottama Sen were
fourth and fifth respectively.
In men’s 10m air rifle finals
(Trial 3), Sri Karthik Sabari Raj
took an early lead in the 24-
shot shootout and held on to it

after coming through two
shoot-offs for the top podium
finish against Divyansh Singh
Panwar. Both ended on 252.5. 
Arjun Babuta (229.9) was
third, while world champion
Rudrankksh Patil and Sandeep
Singh were third and fourth
respectively.
India No. 1 and world record
holder Sift Kaur Samra
returned a splendid 593, while
Olympian Anjum Moudgil
shot a modest 588 as the duo
dominated the qualification
round (Trial 4) in the 50m rifle
3-positions event.
Nishchal (587), Shriyanka
Sadangi (580) and Ashi
Chouksey (577) were third,
fourth and fifth respectively
going into the finals to be
played on Saturday.
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Indian women’s hockey team’s
new captain Salima Tete

hopes to utilise the “valuable
lessons” learnt from the recent
home series against South
Africa to make a fresh start in
the European leg of the FIH
Pro League, beginning in
Antwerp, Belgium on
Wednesday.
Under former skipper Savita
Punia, India managed just two
wins from eight matches in the
first leg held in Bhubaneswar
and Rourkela to slip to sixth
spot in the nine-team
standings.
The midfielder from
Jharkhand was handed over
the captaincy baton, while
Navneet Kaur was named her
deputy ahead of the friendly
series against South Africa at
the SAI south centre here

earlier this month. India won
the series 4-2.
“As the captain of the Indian
women’s hockey team, it’s a
great honour to lead our
talented squad into the
European leg of the FIH
Hockey Pro League,” Salima
said before leaving for
Antwerp on Friday.
“We are determined to
showcase our best
performance and make our
nation proud on the
international stage. The recent
series against South Africa has
taught us valuable lessons, and
we are eager to apply them as
we face formidable opponents

in Europe. With teamwork,
dedication, and a fighting
spirit, we aim to leave a mark
in every match we play.”
India will face Argentina in
Antwerp on Wednesday in

their first match of the
European leg.
This leg of the league will
unfold in Belgium and
England, with Antwerp
hosting the matches till May
26, while London will host the
matches from June 1-9.
In the six-match friendly series
against South Africa held from
May 3 to 11, India won the first
three games 1-0, 5-1, and 3-1
respectively. 
However, the visitors mounted
a strong comeback in the
fourth 2-2 (2-4 SO win) and
fifth 1-1 (3-1 SO win) matches.
In the final game of the series,
India won 4-3 in the shootout

following a 1-1 tie at the end of
regulation time.
Vice-captain Navneet said she
is committed to support her
Salima and the team to achieve
success.
“Being appointed as the vice-
captain is both a privilege and a
responsibility. Alongside our
captain, Salima Tete, I am
committed to supporting and
motivating our team members
to give their all in every game.
“The recent series against
South Africa showcased our
resilience and determination,
and we carry that momentum
into the upcoming challenges
in Europe,” she said.
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Indian Grandmaster Arjun Erigaisi was
stunned by Nikolas Theodorou of Greece in

the second round of Sharjah Masters chess
tournament here.
Erigaisi, however, bounced back to register a
victory over Nikolzi Kacherava of Switzerland in
the third round that puts back his status as world
number eight in live ratings. It was not an easy
day for the Indian contingent. Aravindh
Chithambaram was the pick of the lot as he
carved out an exceptional victory with white
pieces. 
The two-time national champion, who is based
in Chennai, got the better of Muradli
Mahammad of Azerbaijan to be the only Indian
in the leading group.
Important and Indian results after Round 2:
Nikolas Theodorou (GRE, 2) beat Arjun Erigaisi
(1); Vasly Ivanchuk (UKR, 1) lost to Arjun
Tabatabaei (IRI, 2); Temur Kuybokarov (AUS)
lost to Vladimir Fedoseev (2); Hans Moke
Niemann (USA, 2) Jahongir Vakhidov (IZB, 1);
Muradli Mahammad (AZE, 1) lost to Aravindh
Chithambaram (2); Marcin Krzyzanowski
(POL, 2) beat Abhimanyu Mishra (USA, 1);
Volodar Murzin (FID, 2) beat P Iniyan (1);
Salem A R Saleh (UAE, 2) beat Shreyas Royal
(ENG, 1); Parham Maghsoodloo, Parham (IRI,
1.5) beat S P Sethuraman; Denis Kadric (MNE,
1) drew with S L Narayanan (1); Nihal Sarin (1)
drew with Mikheil Mchedlishvili (GEO, 1); B

Adhiban (1) drew with Raunak Sadhwani (1);
Shant Sargsyan (ATM, 0.5) lost to Sankalp
Gupta (1.5); David Gavrilescu (ROU. 0.5) lost to
Abhimanyu Puranik (1.5); Maurizzi Marcandria
(FRA, 1) drew with D Harika (1); BIbisara
Assaubayeva (KAZ, 0.5) lost to Aditya Mittal
(1.5); Madaminov Mukhiddin (UZB, 1) drew
with Abhijeet Gupta (1); Deac Bogdan-Daniel
(ROU, 1) beat Bharath, Subramaniyam (0));
Yilmaz Mustafa (TUR, 0.5) drew with Pranav
Anand (0.5); Raja Rithvik (0.5) drew with Leon
Luke Menodonca (0.5); Eltaj Safarl (AZE, 1)
beat Aditya Samant (0); V Pranav beat Alsiher
Suleymenov (UZB).
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Paris Games quota-winning
women wrestlers on Friday

pleaded with the national
federation not to subject them
to selection trials, saying that
every single step they take and
every little thing they do from
now on will have a bearing on
India’s medal chances at the
Olympics.
Anshu Malik, India’s first
female wrestler to reach the
senior World Championships
final in 2021, said all they need
now is “mental peace” to
prepare for the Games.
If selected, it will be 22-year-
old Anshu’s second shot at an
Olympic medal, having
competed at the Tokyo Games.
She had exceeded expectations
by locking a quota in women’s
57kg category as a 17-year old
but lack of big-stage experience
meant that she crashed out in
the first round.
However, the attacking
wrestler from Nidani village
has made tremendous progress
since then, winning a historic

Worlds silver and four Asian
Championships medals.
She missed the Asian Games
due to a knee injury she
suffered during the Asian
Championships last year and
fears that putting her body
under pressure so close to the
Games may spoil her
preparations.
“We have to be very, very
careful with every little thing
we do. We are cautious in every
single step we take from here
on. I have competed at a
number of competitions in the
recent past, international
events, nationals, trials and
then the Qualifiers, so I am not
required to be assessed on
fitness through trials,” Anshu
told PTI from Tokyo where she
is training these days.
“We need mental peace before
the Olympics. Already two
months is too less a period to
prepare. At this stage, every
single day counts. We plan our
training on a weekly basis and
if I am called to India for trials,
it will disrupt plans and affect
medal chances.

“I also want to go to Europe for
an international training camp
from June 10 but I can’t finalise
that because of uncertainty
around the trials. We need to
strategise bouts with rivals but
how will I do that if I prepare
for the trials and not for the
Olympics?” she asked.
The Wrestling Federation of
India (WFI) has called its
selection committee meeting
on May 21 in Delhi to decide
on the trials criteria.
Nisha Dahiya (68kg) and

Reetika Hooda (76kg) are
among the five women
wrestlers who have secured
quotas for India.
“I am still recovering from the
weight-cut at the qualifiers, if
again we undergo trials, it will
affect our body. We have to
complete with elite wrestlers
and need to plan well, but if
keep thinking about trials, how
will we strategise,” said Nisha,
who trains at Satywan’s akhada
in Rohtak.
“In Bishkek, I got caught in

crossing (Nordic system) and
did not get enough points and
the wrestler who I had beaten
qualified. I was pretty sure that
I will qualify in Istanbul. I am
competing in 68kg for many
years now, so I knew who my
rivals could be and wrote down
around 20-22 rivals, who I was
expected to clash with and
started watching their bouts.
“I was well-prepared. I
expected China to win, for me
China is the strongest rival,
though I have beaten her.”
After securing the quota, Nisha
has not met her family in
Panipat. “I came straight to my
training centre from Istanbul. I
did not want to lose time and
focus, so began training here. I
did not allow even my parents
to come here. We will meet
now only after the Olympics.”
According to the criteria
explained earlier, it was said
that the wrestlers, who finished
in the top-four at the last trials
will compete against each
other and the winner from the
group will fight it out with the
quota winner.
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